


PROLOGUE

Ithasbeensaidyouwon'tknowpaintillyougo

throughpain.Iwentthroughpainandiamstill

goingthroughpainatthismoment.Idon'tknowifi

shouldcryandletthetearsfloworjuststandhere

andlookatthiswelldressedwomaninfrontofme

lookingatmeintheeyesofpity.Theeyesihave

beenavoidingforalmost6yearsnow.Theeyesof

everyonewhoseesmearoundthisvillagegiveto

me.Iletthistallslimfairskinnedwomanintomy

littleplace.OurPlacebutnowitsmyownplaceand

hasbeencoldfor6yearsnow.Shelooksaround

andshutshereyeswhileclenchingontoherbag

andholdingsteadyCarkeysandturnstome

releasingasharpsigh."IamsorryNdalo"She

saysafteralongpauseandstrutsaroundtheplace.

Itscoldandmylittlewornoutdressisnothelping

withthecoldness.Itstoppedbeingwarmalong

thoseyears.Loosingsomeonementloosingthe

warmthnessaswell.Mythroatisburningwanting

toscreamoryetcrybutnothingcomesout.Itsjust



silent.Sheturnstomeagainandilookatheronce

more.IamstillinshamblesofConfusionastowho

thiswomanis.Shecamehereandfirstthingshe

utteredwas.

"IamsorryaboutyourMotherNdalo"

Mother?whatawords.IalwayshearGogohow

shemissesherdaughterandsuddenlyfantasized

howmymotherlooked.Ineverkneworhadseen

hereverinmylife.Wellihavebutitsnotlikeistill

haveanimageofthewomanwhobirthedme

installedinmybrain.Evenmysubconsciousisnot

helpingatthismoment,itneverdidsotheword

motherwasaforeignthingtome.Itwasalways

meandGogo.Idon'tevenknowwhomyrelatives

are.

Shewalksclosertomeandputsherhandon

shoulderandshelooksatmeforawhile.

"Iamheretogetyou.Imadeapromisetoyour

mothertotakecareofyou.Iamgladifoundyou"

Stillherwordsareforiegntomyears.Shetakesmy

handandleadstomyroom.Igetinaswellandi



findmyselfpackingallmythings.Shehelpsmeas

wellandmakesmechangeintoa"Betterdress"

shelooksatmeinpityandmuttersa"ohnkosiyam

"underherbreaththinkingididn'thearher.We

walkoutofthehouseanditwasinshambles.It

couldhavefallenonmeanytimeandtheleaking

alwayswasaproblemwhenitwasraining.The

outsidewaslikemyhomeaswell.Ngekeusasho

thatbenginomphemewakufihlaikhanda(youwon't

saythatihadaroofovermyhead).Wegetintoher

caraftersheputmyplasticfullofmysmallclothes

atthebootandmakesmesitinfrontwithher.Itsa

smallcarandwhenireadatthebackofit,itwas

writtenHyundaii10.Thecarengineroared

smoothlyandmusicstartedtoplaybeforeshe

droveoff.Goodbyehome,Goodbyevillage.Whati

knewasmylifestartedtofadeintoanewworld

thatidon'tknow.Aworldthatidon'tknowwhatit

holdsforme.Thisladynexttomebobblesher

headbackandforth.

"ohNdaloforsureuyazibuzaukuthiubaniLomama.

IamMaLanga(OhNdaloiamsureyouareasking



yourselfwhoisthislady,IamMsLanga)"

Shesaysandinod.Notsurebowtoreact.Ijust

clearmythroatandsay"Ndalo,NdaloGumede"

Sheshakesherhead."Ngiyazi"

Sherespondsandikeepquiet.Thedrivebecomes

silentandiamlookingoutofthewindowasilook

atthereddustyroadfadeaway.Memoriesfade

awayandmyeverythingfadeaway.Iamreally

lonelyinthisworld.Ihadhopesaftermy

grandmothersdeaththatmymotherwould

rememberthatsheoncegavebirthtoachild.A

daughterandshewillcomeandtakemeaway

whiskmeawaytothecitythatsheisin.Curiosity

gotthebetterofmetoaskwhereweareheading

exactly.

"Siyaphimah?"

Shesmiled.

"eGoli,Youaregonnaloveit"

Shesayswithexcitementinhervoiceandiamnot

toosure.IhaveheardstoriesofKwaNdonga



Ziyadumabutallthosestoriesmademescaredof

theCity.Scaredofbeingusedasasexslaveand

leftwithHIV,Pregnancyanddeath.Somevillage

girlscamebackincoffins.Thatwasaheart

breakingsighttosee.Ihopewhatiamgoinginto

isnotthat.Ihopeiwon'tencounteranyofthose

thingsandmeetshadymenwhowillintroduceme

tosuch.Iwillbyallmeanskeepawayfromallthe

troublesofJohannesburg.

.

.
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Thejourneyhasbeenlong.Thoughtshaveriddled

myhead.Idon'tevenknowwhatiamthinkingoff

butmythoughtsarerunningwildinmyhead.Ifelt

hertouchmythighandiwastakenoutofmy

thoughts.IlookatthiswomanandMaybemy

motherlookedsomewhatjustlikeher.Similarities.

Idon'tknow,Iamjusthopeful.

"iamsorryyouhadtomissthefuneral"shesays

afteralongtimeofsilence.

Me:"itsok"

Isayandlookoutintothedarkness.Itsnotreally

fine.Ijustwishimetmymother.Shetakesherbag

frommythighsandshefiddlesinthereforawhile

andtakesoutaphoneandshedoesthingstoit

beforesheshowsmeapictureofheranda

beautifullightskinnedchubbywoman.

MsLanga:"ThisisyourMother,shewasmy

bestfriend"

Thesmileonmymothersfacebroughttearstomy

eyes.Shegavemethephoneandilookedatthe

faceofthewomanwhogavebirthtome.Shedidn't



lookanythinglikemeorshouldisayidon'tlook

anythinglikeher.Shewaslightskinnedandiwas

darkskinnedbutsuredidIhaveherbigbeautiful

cleareyes.Ifeelmychestburningandihandover

thephonebacktoMsLangaandshetakesitandi

lookout.

MsLanga:"Wearealmostthere"

Inodded.Mybuttwasprobablyhurtingfromallthe

sittingdownthatwehavedone.Weenteraplace

withhousesnexttoeachother.Atthevillagethey

werejustadistanceaway.Shestopsthecarand

shegetsoffandifollowbehindherslowlyasitake

myplastic.

MsLanga:"WelcometoSoweto,come"

Soweto.OhtheplacewherealotofBlack

happeningsinhistorybookshappenediwas

mesmerizedbythat.Shetookmyhandaswe

walkedinsideandtherewasamanandboyand

theywerewatchingtelevision.Theirfocusmoved

fromtheTvandlookedatmeandilookeddown.

Theboycamerunningshouting"Mama".Ms



Langagigglesandsheengulfstheboyintoahug

andkisshischeek.

MsLanga:"Ihopeyoudidn'tbotheryourfather"

Themanwasstilllookingatus.

Boy:"NoMama"

MsLanga:"Goodboy"

Shewalkedtothemanwhostoodupandshe

kissedhimonthecheekandheheldherwaist.I

thinkitsherhusband.Thefatherofthislittleboyas

therewasresemblanceinthem.

Man:"Youhavebeengonesolong"

MsLanga:"ItsalongjourneyfromheretoKznand

back"

Man:"Iwillgiveyouamassage"

MsLanga:"thankyou.Letmegobath.OhBabies

thisisNdalo,Nomathemba'sdaughter.Ndalothis

ismyFianceDumisaniandthisislindokuhle.Kuhle

"

Kuhle:"Nicetomeetyou"



Me:"Ngiyajabulaukunazi(iamhappytoknowyou

all)"

Theynodded.

Man:"Weshouldgorestbaby"

MsLanga:"KuhlebabyshowNdalotoSimu's

roomsoshecanrest"

Kuhle:"yebomah"

Theywalkedawayandiwasstilladmiringthe

house.Theroofwasthereandseemedstronger

thantheoneicamefrom.Icanfeeltheboy'seyes

onmeandilookathim.

Kuhle:"Celaungilandelesisi(pleasefollowme)"

Ifollowedhimtowhereeverhewasdirectingme

andwegotinaroom.Itwaspurpleandlookedso

beautiful.Helookedatmeandhesmiled.Iputmy

plasticonthebedandjustranmyfingerson

everything.Ifeltsmallanddirty.

Kuhle:"Ibathroomilaphaya(thebathroomis

oppositethisroom)"

Idon'tknowwhatthatit.Iknowafewthingsanda



fewenglishwords.Mainlybecauseicarriedon

learning.Itwastheonlywayandthatwasgoingto

school.Iremembertheday......

___________________

Thedaymygrandmotherdied.Iwasaloneand

scared.Justa13yearoldgirlwhodoesn'tknow

anyofherreletivesorevenhermother.Atear

droppedfrommyeyesanditrandownmycheek

ontothefreshsoil."Gogoungishiyelani!(granny

whydidyouleaveme?)Thosewerethewordsthat

escapedwithmysharpcries.Ifeltlostasthe

neighbourheldmeandthefuneralsongwassung.

"Amagugu,Ak'lelizwe

Ayosal'emathuneni

Amagugu,Ak'lelizwe

Ayosal'emathuneni "

Shewasgone.Theonlyparentandpersoniknew

asfamilywasgoneanditwasofficaliwasalone.I

hadhighhopeseverysingledayofmylifethatone

daymymotherwouldrememberme.Shewould



rememberherNdaloandcomeandgetmefrom

thehunger,Coldnessandloneliness.Those

alwayslingeredinmylife.Thedayseemedbetter

thanthenight.Thewholeyearofwheniwas13i

playedwithotherkidsduringthedayandthey

wouldgivemefoodbutatnightiwasallaloneand

itdawnedtomethatiwasallaloneEmakhaya.Ifi

wastolookformymotherwhowillireferhertoOr

whomwillisayismymother?Ididn'tevenknow

herface.Iworkedatthewhiteman'sfeildsfor6

yearsandgiventheirleftoverfood.Thatsallihad

gotten.Donationsofclothesfromtimetotime.

Schoolwasbighelpandmyescape.Thoughitwas

a20Kilometerwalkfromhometoschoolbutitwas

worthit.Iwouldgetthefoodineeded.Thesanitary

padsineededandalsotheeducationineeded.

Gogoinstalleditinmefromaverytenderage.I

rememberherlastwordsasshetookherlast

breathinmyarms.Shecarressedmycheekandi

wouldbelyingifisaidiknewwhatshediedfrom.

Shelookedverypaleandfrail.Shesmiledand

coughedoncemore"NdaloMntanami(Ndalomy

child)"



"Gogo"irepliedwithmysoftvoice.

"NomakwenzakalaningogogoUngangiphoxi

(whateverhappenstome.Pleasedon'tdisappoint

me)"

Sheclosedhereyesafterthosewordsandthatwas

it.Shewasgoneforever.Iambroughtbacktolife

byKuhlewhoispattingmythighsoftly.

________________

Kuhle:"UtheUmamaangikunikeukudla(Momsaid

ishouldgiveyoufood)"

mystomachgrowledinhungerandpleadingcryto

befedandfilled.Ithankedhimandhesmiledand

walkedoffandiclosedmyeyesandprayedbefore

endulgingintothisscrumptiousfood.Itsstrings

whichiknowasSpaghetti.Prettyhascamebythe

villagerivereatingitandsayingwecouldn'tafford.

Shewasthemostprivilegedgirlinthevillageas

herfatherhadalotofcowsandownedthe

supermarket,ThoughalotofChildrensaidiwas

prettythanherbutibelieveshewasverymuch

pretty.



Thefoodtastesscrumptiousandiamfilled.I

standupwithmyplateandwalktothedirectionof

whereweenteredandimeetMsLanga.Shesmiles.

MsLanga:"Letmetakethat.Youcangoandbath.

Ihavepreparedthewater"

Me:"Thankyou"

ShesmiledsowarmlyandiwalkedtowhereKuhle

saidicanbathinanditookoffmyclothesafter

lockingthedoorandgotinthebathtub.Istayedin

thereforawhilereflectingmylifeofwhatitwas

andwhatitisnowandwhereitisheading.Isplash

mybodyacoupleoftimesandtheniamout.I

wearmydressagainandicleanthebathtubandi

getoutafterunlocking.IfindMsLangainthe

bedroom andshehaslittlepyjamasinherhands.

MsLanga:"TheseareSimu's.Sheismydaughter

almostthesameageasyou"

ikeptquiet.

MsLanga:"Sheis20yearsold"

Me:"thankyou"



Shesmiled.

MsLanga:"Wellgoodnight.Youarebeautiful"

idon'tbelieveherbutismileandshewalksout

andiclosethedoor.Igetdressedandigoonmy

kneesandiprayed.Afterthatigotinbedandi

lookeduptothewhiteroof,whereismyfatheron

allofthis?Amireallythatalonenoworisthisjust

anotherdreamthatiamhaving?

.

.

.
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Theacheofmybodywasenoughtotellmethati

shouldbeawake.Igotofffromthiscomfortable

bedandilookedaroundanditwasstilldark.I

openedthecurtainscarefullyandthewindowand

tookinthefreshcoldbreeze.Thishouseiswarmer

thanihandinticipated.Remindsmeofthe



warmthmessthatmygrandmotheradesureigrew

upsurroundedby.Thoughitwasjustthetwoofus.

Iturnbackintothisspaciousfourwalledroom.I

makethebedniceandneatlyandiputeverythingin

theirrightfulplace.Isatdownonthebedandi

didntknowwhattodo.Itseemsliketheyhaven't

wokenup.ThatisMsLangaandherfamily.Isee

onofthosebigBooksanditswritten."South

Africanlaw".Istarttopageandreadjusttopass

sometime

.

.

Theearlybirdchirpedandthesunrose.Therewas

aknockonthedoorandiputthisgiantbookdown

andmademywaytoitandstoodbabuDumisani.

Helookedatmebrieflymakingmefeel

uncomfortableandiputmyhandsonmythighsas

thesepyjamasareshort.Mychocolateskinthick

thighsareexposedtotheVulturecalledaman.He

clearshisthroatandhisfocusisbackontomy

eyesandilookdown.



BabuDumi:"Ulalekanjani?(Howdidyousleep?)"

Me:"Wellthankyou"

Hesmiled.

BabuDumi:"forasecondtherei......."

Hepausedandhisbreathingwasn'tsteady.I

heardatinyvoicecallingforhimsaying"Baba"and

KuhleappearedandoncemoreBabuDumisani

clearedhisthroatagain.HecaughtKuhle.

BabuDumi:"Heyboy.Howdidyousleep?"

Kuhle:"isleptverywell"

BabuDumi:"Good.UhmNdaloright?"

Hesaidlookingatmeandinodded.

BabuDumi:"Gofreshenupforbreakfast.Ijust

wantedtocheckonyou.Feelfree."

Helookedatmeandbithisbottom lipbefore

departing.Myheartwasracingandifeltlikeit

reachedmythroat.Ibreathedinandoutbeforei

quicklywalkedtothebathroomandilockedthe

door.Thecoldtileswelcomedmywarmfeetasi



putwaterinside.Ipeedthenitookabath.Itookmy

timetolletthewarmwatersinmintomydirtyskin

thatneedstobecleansed.Needtobecleansedof

alltheweightonmyshoulders.Theburden.There

wasaknockonthedooramndibecamesilent.

Stoppingwhatiwasdoing.

"Standwausekahle?(loveareyoustillok?)"

Me:"(clearthroat)Yebongisekahle(yesiamstill

ok)"irespond.

MsLanga:"Ok.Comeoutsoyoucaneat"

Me:"Yebo"

Ihearfootstepsdisappearandigetoutofthe

bathtubandiwashit.Theigotdressedinthe

bathroom.Mydressdidn'tlookgoodyetitwasmy

bestone.Butthereisnosituationthatgodcan't

takeyououtof.Iopenedthedoorwiththefolded

pyjamasonmyhandsandiputthemneatlyonthe

bed.Kuhlecameinwhileiwasstillcheckingif

everythingwasok.

Kuhle:"Comesisi.Wehavetogoandeat"



Inoddedandfollowedhim.BabuDumiwasalready

uptoleave.HekissedMsLanga'scheek.

BabuDumi:"iwillseeyouthisafternoon"

MsLanga:"byebaby"

Helookedatmebeforewalkingout.

MsLanga:"Ihopeyoulikeoats"

Ismiled.

Me:"Ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Shewassmiling.

MsLanga:"Youwelcome."

Me:"Changibongaukuthiungithathileumawami

engakwazangaiminyaka.Ngiyabonga(No,iwant

tothankyoufortakingmeinaftertheyearsmy

mothercouldn't.Thankyou)"

Thereweretearsinhereyesandshejustcameto

hugme.

MsLanga:"Usuyindodakaziyammanje.

Ungangiphoxi(youaremydaighternow.Don't

disappointme)"



Me:"Ngekemahngiyathembisa(Never,iwon't

disappointyou)"

Shebrokethehugandwipedhertears.

MsLanga:"wellihavetogotowork.Kuhleison

holidayusuallyhegoestotheneighboursbutsince

youarehereiguesshecanstaywithyou"

Kuhle:"Yay!"

Welaughed.Thisboyissuchahaooychild.You

couldseehewasnotstressfulbutstressfree.I

wishedhisauraandselfpeacefromwithin.

Mslanga:"whenyougettimepleasegobuybread"

Me:"yebomah"

MsLanga:"itwillhelpyoufamiliarizewiththe

place."

Inoddedandshetookherbagandkeysandkissed

ourcheeks.

MsLanga:"Iloveyou"

Kuhle:"weloveyoumommy"

Shewavedandwalkedoutwhileweate.Iwashed



thedishesrightafterandtheweeenttoeatchsome

tvforalittlewhile

.

.

.
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Wewerewatchingtvinsilence.Thoughts.Iwasa

prisionertomythoughtsandmindattimes.

Sometimestheygavemecomfortandthespace

thatineededfrom theworld.Theescapefrom

everyrealityintheworldandjustbeintouchwith

myself.Myinnerthoughtsanddreams.Wellifi

havethoughs.Ifeelahandonmyshoulserafter

hoursofZoningofftothistelevisionprogram

unknowntomybrain.Ilookovertothiscuteboy

whoisfrowningatmelikeihavesaidthemost

ridiculousthingever.

Kuhle:"Ndaloletsgototheshopsiamhungry"



Me:"Ok.Hambauyothathaimali(Goandtakethe

money)"

Herushedoffanddisappearedfrommyeyes.Ibit

mybottomlipandilookedatthedoorway.He

camebackwithmoneyandsomeclothesthati

didn'tknow.Ilookedathiminconfusionofwhy

andwho'sclothesdltheybelongto?

Kuhle:"wearthis.Ngekengihambenawe

ungakashintshi(iwon'tgowithyouwhenyou

haven'tchanged)"

Me:"iamfine.Letsgo"

Henodsandwewalkoutwhilelockingthehouse

andhedirectsme.Iaskhimquestionsalongthe

waygettingtoknowtheneighbourhoodthatiam

currentlylivingin.Wewenttobuysomebreadand

wethankedthepersonwhowassellingittousand

startedtowalkaround.Hesawhisfriendsand

startedshouting.

Kuhle:"Thabo!"

Herantohisfriendsandistoodthereinthemiddle

ofthestreetwhilewaitingforhimsowecouldleave.



Thesoundsoftirescreechesandastrongwind

blowingnexttomeandiholdontothebreadand

gunshotswerereleasedandthemanwhojustran

nexttomefelldownashehasbeenshotonhisleg

ihaveneverfrozeorbeensoshockedinmylife.

Theguygroanedwhiletryingtogetupbutfailed

dismally.

"ngiyakucelasisterrrngisize(pleasemysister

helpme.)"hecriedoutinpain.IlookedforKuhle

andicouldseehiminsidesomeoneshouse.Ikelt

downandputthebreadonthefloor.Ididn'tknow

whattodobuthelookedinpain.Iwasaboutto

asseshislegwhenhejustdroppeddeadinfrontof

meandiscreamedinshockandmybreathing

hinched.Hiseyeswereopenandsoashismouth.I

triedtogetupbutiwasheldroughlypickedupby

someoneanditriedtoremaincall.Theheavy

masculinespicyscentinvadedmynoseastwo

mengotinfrontofmeandassedthedeadguy

infrontofme.Theyhadgunsintheirhands.They

shothimonemoretime.Thisisdaylightsmurder

andnooneisdoinganything.Myheartwasbeating



outofmychest.Theguyswhoweredrenchedin

blackclothesliketheywereattendingafuneral

turnedtome.Iwasstillcaptiveinaman'sarms

thatidon'tknow.Iwasthrowntothegroundandi

turnedandthesemenwalkedofftoawhiteCar.It

lookedbiggerthanMsLanga'scartheygotinand

theyttheythidroveoff.Ilookedatthebackandit

saidBMW.Iwasstillplasteredthereonthefloor

andpeoplejustcarriedonlikeitwasnothingthis

deadmandidn'tdeservetodielikethat.Whatdid

hedo?

.

.
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ThoughtsstillcloudedmymindasIaminfrontof

thiscrowd,numbasthemaninablueuniformis

lookingaround.Idon'tevenhearwhatthesepeople

aresayingbutmythoughtsimprisonedme.Me

Langacomesrunningtowardsmedroppingher



beautifulbrownbagonthefloorandsheengulfs

meintoawarmbighugandIjustbreakdown.For

thefirsttimeIcry.Ineverimaginedmyselfever

cryingagainbutthissituationandhermotherly

armsthatarecaressingmybackslowlyat

makingmecryandletoutthepain.notonlythe

traumaIhavejustwitnessedbeforemebutalsoI

amcryingbecauseIamaloneinthisnworldasI

havenoone.

MeLanga:ohNkosiyam,IcameassoonasI

heard.Awulimelenje?(Areyounothurt?)

Ishookmyheadinsteadaswordshavefailedto

comeoutofmymouth.Hehugsmeoncemoreand

amaninashutandthewithanotepadcomes

towardsus.

Officer:IamofficerMpungose.Ipresumethe

youngladyerewitnessedthatyoungmanbeen

shotdead?

Inoddedwhilewipingmytearsaway.

Officer:canyoupleaseexplaintomewhat

happend?



Me:I.....IjustcamefromtheshopswithKuhle......

Officer:Kuhleis?

MsLanga:heismyson.

Theofficernoddedattentivelylistening

Me:theman....theonewhogoshotwasshotinthe

legand.......

Officer:butpeoplesayhewasjustlayingthere

Ishookmyhead

Me:Chababahewasrunningbuthecouldn'tcause

hewaswounded.

Henoddedandoneoftheotherofficer'scametous.

Officer2:theyhavetakenthebodyaway

Officer1:okIwilldealwiththatlater.

myeyewonderedoffandIsawthesamewhitecar

astheonethathadshotthisguyImeantonethat

themenwhoshotthispersongotin.MsLanga

brushedmybackandIwasbacktothem.

Officer1:asyouweresaying...



Isuddenlyfeltunease.

Me:IhaveaheadacheIneedtoliedown.

Officer1:butwearenotdonehere.......

Ms:Ithinkthatisenough.Shehasbeen

traumatisedenough

Hesighedanodded.

Officer1:hereismynumberwhenyoufeelbetter

callme.

MsLanga:shewillcome.

ShedraggedmeashetookherBagawegotinto

hercarthebloodontheroadbroughtbackthe

terriblememories.

Kuhle:mama......

MsLanga:eyiThulaKuhleI'ma!

Sheroared.Hekeptquietashedroveaway.Itwas

silentandnoonewasutteringevenaword.

.

.



Asweareabouttoreachthestreetofwherewelive

Iseethatwhitecaragainandshiversgodownmy

spineasIswallowmysalivainfear.MsLanga

DrivesintoheryardandKuhlehappilyjumpsout

andIgetouttook.MsLanga:"Kuhlecallyour

fatherandtellhimtoordertonight"

Kuhle:"Yay!"

Hejumpsinjoyandherunsinside,IhalfsmileasI

notbacktothoughtsanmemoriesofhowIonce

wascarefreelikeKuhleonce.Ahandonmy

shouldersnapsmebacktoreality.Thesmilefades

butconcernonMeLanga'sface

MsLanga:"ohNana,onedayinGautengand

alreadyhavewitnessedit'shorror"

ShehugsmeandIfeelyetagainthatmotherlylove

fromher.Webreakit..

MsLanga:"let'sgoinside,Iwillmakesomecoffee

foryou"

Inodasweslowlywalkintothehouse..

.



Twoweekshavepassedandithasbeenhecticon

myside.Thenightmaresdidn'twannasubside,I

canseethefaceofthatguypleadingforhelpand

himdyinginfrontofme..Iblamemyselffornot

helpinghimandsavinghimwhenIcould.I

shouldn'thavebeenhesitantwhenheaskedme.It's

aFridayMorningandeveryoneisleavingforwork

andschool.Ihavebeenkeepingmysekfbusyby

cleaninganwashingandalsoreadingthoseLaw

booksthatareintheroomIamusing.

MsLanga:"sisiwearegonnacomebacklatesince

wegonnapassbymymother's"

Me:"it'sok"

Kuhle:"wearegonnaseegogo?"

MsLanga:"(smiling)yesboy.Finishupwehave.To

leave"

TheyallgetdoneandIcleanup.Ihaven'tseen

babuDumithisMorningandIamguessinghehas

left.Thatmancreepsmeout.Healwaysgivesme

weirdlooks.AnywayIamwashingthedishesinthe

kitchenwhilehummingandIhearasternvoice



deephuskybehindme.

"IkusasaelihlekanjeMama(whatabeautiful

behindiswhathement)"

IturnedandtherestoodaThug,hewasaThug

fromallthatchainaroundhisneck,scar.Onhis

cheekbone.Ringsonhisfingersbuthedressed

well.IfrownedasIdon'tknowthisperson.

",HaiboIcan'tfindmyparents"

Atallmodelslimgirl.Ienviedherbodyshame,she

wasbeautifullydressed.Shecameinandlookedat

me.

Her:"ubaniwena?"

Iwasshaking

Me:"uhmNdalo"

Guy:"mmhNdalo,Buhlebendaloright?"

Hewasscaryandintimidating.

Her:"Stopthatand.........."

Shedidn'tfinishcauseheheldherbytheneckwith

aknife.



Guy:"orwhat?IrunthesestreetsofGauteng,,

don'ttestmewenaandtellyourfatherIwantmy

moneyorMsNdalohere"

Helookedatmewithanevilsmirk.

Him:"(lickinghislips)thethingsIwoulddotoyou"

Theladywantedtosaysomethingbutshekept

quiet.Imagesofthatguylayingonthefloorflooded

.Nextthingthismanisnexttomeintoxicatingme

withhisscent.

Guy:"(whisper)keepupthegoodworkofshutting

yourmouth.YouwillgetfarinlifeNana"

HechuckledandIgulpedandhewalkedout.Iran

tothebathroomandlockedmyselfin.

.

Tobecontinued
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.

.

Ndalo,BuhlebendaloMthethwa.Aged19yearsold



fromtheruralareainKzncalledMsinga.Onlychild

asfarasIknowandonlyMthethwaIknowthatis

me,Igrewupwithmygrandmothertilltheageof

13andfromthereonIgroomedandraisedmyself

sinceIknewnorelativeofmineandmymother's

well.Sheleftmeandmygrandmothergoingtoseek

workinJohannesburgwhenIwaslittleas4-5years

old.Neversawhersinceandrightnowtheimageof

hersmileiswhatIwishedIcouldhaveseenmore

thanjustapictureonthephone.Mybreathingis

slowasIamsittingonthetilescoldfloorwhile

holdingmylegs

"Sisters!"Thengunshotsaftertoringinmyhead

andtearsfallfreelydownmycheek.Ishiverasa

sharpsobescapesmylips.Aknockoccupiesthe

bathroomandIamscared.Scaredtomovefrom

hereandthehungeristheleastofmyproblems.

"Ndalo"aknockfollowsandIknowthatvoice.It's

littlesweetKuhle.

Kuhle:"NdaloVulaiminauKuhlewakho(Open

Ndaloit'smeyourKuhle)"



AsmallsmilecreepsupontomyfaceanIwipemy

tearswhilesniffing.Istandupandbreathout

beforeunlockingthedoorandhelooksatmewitha

smileandhehugsme.Ifeelawholelotbetter.

Me:"Howwasschool?"

Kuhle:"itwasok"

Me:"youareEarly"

Kuhle:"ubabaungilandile(dadfetchedme)"

Inodandbrushhishair.

Me:"ulambile?(Areyouhungry?)"

Kuhle:"yeah,letmegochangeIwannagoplay"

HerushedofftohisbedroomandIwenttowash

myfaceanmakemywaytothekitchen.Imakea

sandwichforhimthenIstarttocook.

"mmhthatsmell"

Iliftmyeyesupandit'sBabuDumi.Heislooking

atmeandmakingmeuncomfortablewhileIlookto

thechoppingthatIamdoing.

BabuDumi:"Ndalounjani?(Howareyou?)"



Stilllookingdown.

Me:"IamfineBaba"

Thereissilenceabit..IwonderwhereistheModel

ladythatwashereearlier.Ifeelhandswraparound

mywaistandIjumpandtheknifeisnearhischest

asheistallerthanme.

BabuDumi:"relaxputtheknifedown"

Me:"Idon'tlikewhatyouaredoingBaba"

Hesmilesandlowersmyhandthatispointingthe

knifeathim.HestepsclosertomeandIcouldfeel

hisMachinepressedtomyabdomenasitishard.

Tearsgushdownmycheeks.

Me:"Babacelaungiyeke(pleaseleavemealone)"

BabuDumi:"Ndaloumuhle,abafanabalah

bazoyifunaintokazienjengawe(Ndaloyouare

beautiful,Boysaroundherewillwantaladylike

you)"

Hepresseshimselfandhegroanswhilecaressing

mycheekandwipesmytearswhileItrytogetoff

hisgrip.Hehasmyhandsandfeetlocked.



BabuDumi:"don'tcry"

"NdaloIamdone!"

KuhleshoutsandwehearstepsandBabuDumilet's

goofmeandKuhlecomesin..

Kuhle:"whereismyfood?myfriendsarewaiting

forme"

BabuDumi:"askKuhle"

Kuhle:"(smiling)PleasesisiNdalo"

Ilookathisfatherwhoislookingatmewithasmirk

onhisfaceandIwipemytearsandgiveKuhlehis

food.

Kuhle:"Thankyou"

Heengulfsonhissandwich

BabuDumi:"Iwillbeinmybedroom"

HesinksatmeandwalksoutandIfeellikecrying.I

amdisgustedbyhisactionsaswell.HowamI

gonnabeleftalonewithhimwhileeveryoneis

outside?

.



.

.

Tobecontinued

*Insert6*

IcontemplatedwithmyselfifIshouldstayindoors

orshouldIgositoutsideandoutsideseemedfar

betterthanstayinginside.BabuDumihas

traumatizedmewithhisactions.Iwashuggingmy

feetasthesunshownbrightlyandmademewarm.

ThestreetsofSowetocanbeinterestingwhenyou

lookintothem.Icanimaginewhathappenedhere

duringthetimeof80'sand90's.Kidsplayingand

runningupthosestreets.Atleastkuhletoldme

whereheisincasehismotherwantshimback

home.Iamevenscaredofleavingthegates.

"Uzoshiswailanga(thesunwillburnyou)"Istood

upfastfrightenedandhesmiles.Iamsoshaking.

babuDumi:"don'tbescaredNdaloit'snatural"

HetouchesmyarmanImoveback.



BabuDumi:"it'sjustus"

Hesmilesagainandacarstopsinfrontofouryard.

It'sabigcarsimilartothewhiteonethatIoncesaw

onlydifferenceisthatYonait'sblack.BabuDumiis

nowsweatingandhepullsmyarmrushingus

insideandclosesthedoorwhilelockingit.Iam

scaredcauseIdon'twannabelockedwiththisman.

ThereisaloudbangonthedoorandhesignalsI

shouldbequiet.DumbifItellyoubecausewho

everitissawthatthereissomeone.

"BraDmymanVulalahsingaxhabani!(Openhere

beforewefight)"

BabuDumi:"don'tmakeanysoundNdalo"

IkeepquietalsocuriousofwhatIsgoingon.

"Iwillcounttothreeandbythenngifunausuvulile

lah!"

Themanbehindthedoorsays.

"three"

ThedoorIsbrokendownandIjumpwhiletryingto

runwhenIsawmenwithgunscominginbutIam



caughtfirstwhenbabuDumiRunsoffandIamheld

gunpoint.Tearsrundownmyeyes..

"Shhdon'tcrysweety"

ThemencomebackholdingbabuDumi

Man:"Manjeucabangaukuthiungabaleka?!"

TheyshotBabuDumi'sarm.Hegroaned.

Man:"whereismymoney?"

BabuDumi:"(groaning)Idon'thaveityet"

Themanlooksatme.

Man:"ifyoudon'thavemymoneybynextweek."

Heshothisotherarm.Ialmostpeedonmyself.

Man:"Iwilltakeher."

Hethrewmeonthefloorandthemenleft.Ididn't

knowwhattodowithBabuDumibleedingnextto

me.

.

IquicklyrushtobabuDumiwhoisloosingblood.I



amconfusedonwhatIshoulddoaswellandIam

panicking.Thebloodalsohascomeintomydress.I

rushtothekitchenandtakethedishclothsandI

runback.Icrouchnexttohimwhilehegroans.

Couldn'ttheyshoothisonearmatleast.

Me:"Ithinkyouneedthehospital"

BabuDumi:"gocallNompilo"

Nompilommhwhoisthat?

Me:"Nompilo?"

BabuDumi:"MamaKuhleNdalo!"

HeroarsandIamrunningdownthepassageto

theirbedroomanIsearchforNompiloonhisphone

sinceitsnotlocked.Irunbackanditringsacouple

oftimes.Heisrollingonthefloorinpain.

"Babyhello"

Me:"MaLangait'sNdalo"

MsLanga:"Ndalosisiiseverythingok?IsKuhle

ok?IsSimulindileok?WhereisDumisani?"

WhoisSimulindile.?



Me:"it'sBabuDumihehasbeenshotMah"

Shegasps.

MsLanga:"holdonngiyeza"

ShehangsupandIampacingupanddown.

BabuDumi:"NdaloyouaremakingmeDizzy."

Hesaysinpain.Ilookathim.

Me:"sorry."

Istopandtrytohelphim.Thegirlfromearlieron

comesin.

Her:"heydad,woahwhathappened?"

Sherushedinpushingmeaside.

Her:"dadwhathappened?"

BabuDumi:"it'sjustasmallscratch"

Her:"smallscratchyouhavebeenshot!"

Shesays.Iamsilent.Shelooksatmeagain.

Her:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

BabuDumi:"(groaning)Simu!"



Ikeepquiet.

Her:"ChaIjustdon'tunderstandwhysheishere"

BabuDumi:"justcallyourmotherok"

Shelooksatmeandclickshertongueandshe

walksoff.Iamlostinthoughtsastowhyshehated

mefornoreasonatall.Ifeelahandonmythigh

rubbingitandImoveback.

babuDumi:"don'tbescared"

IstandupandIhearcarfromoutside.Igopeek

andthegirlcomesback.It'sMsLangaandsheis

rushing.

in.

MsLanga:"ohmyGodbaby"

BabuDumi:"it'ssmall"

MsLanga:"small?!Dumisani!"

Shescreams.Heisloosingalotofblood.

Simu:"no!Keepmoving.Heisloosingblood"

Theyhelphimoutandwalkout.



MsLanga:"whereisKuhle?"

Me:"hewenttovisithisfriend.

MsLanga:"okstayhereandwaitforhim.Weare

gonnaleave"

InodandtheywalkoutandIclosethedoor.Isigh

andgoandtakecleaningthingsandcleanedthe

bloodoffsoKuhlewon'tarrivetothismess.After

thatIwenttobathandthenIheardavoice.

"Mah!Baba!Simulindile!Ndalo"

It'sKuhle.Iquicklygetoutandwipemyselfandget

dressedwhilecleaningthebathroombeforeIwalk

out.

Kuhle:"uwedwa(youarealone?)"

Inod.

Kuhle:"ok"

Me:"gobathsoyoucaneat"

Henoddedwithasmileandhegotinthebathroom

andIwenttochangebeforedishingupforusand

wewatchedTVtogetherwhenhewasdonebathing



andgettingdressed.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

Insert7

IcarriedKuhletohisbedroomafterhehadpassed

outinfrontofthetv.Ituckedhiminandlookedat

him.Worriesofachildaresosmall.Lookingathim

makesmewanttoprotecthiminsomewayfromall

theevillingeringintheworld.Iwalkedoutclosing

thedooradwenttothekitchentocleanupand

washthedishesandIheardthedooropen.Ifrozea

buttillIheardMsLanga'svoicecallingforme.

MsLanga:"Ndalo,Kuhle"

Iwipedmywethandsandwalkedtowardstheliving

roomandshelookeddrainedwithherdaughter

Simuwhodidn'tquietlikemefromthewayshewas

lookingatme.



Me:"Mah"

Ireplied.

MsLanga:"ohyouarestillup?"

Me:"Iwasjustwashingthedishes.ShouldIdish

upforyouandmaketea"

Shesmiled.

MsLanga:"IwillbehappyMntanami"

Inoddedandmademywaytothekitchen.Idishes

upforthebothofthem.IheardthemtalkingbutI

couldn'tmakeoutthewordstheyweresaying.I

warmedthefoodwhilethekettlewasboilingthe

waterandImadetea.Iputeverythingonthetray

andIwalkedout.

MsLanga:"Dumishouldstopthis"

Simu:"hehastopayNkalakathabackortheywill

comeforlentombazane"

MsLanga:"it'sNdalo"

Simu:"thatandyouknowwhattheywilldo"

MsLanga:"ohGod"



Idon'tthinktheynoticedmeuntilIouteverythingin

thecoffeetable.Icouldn'tlookatthem.

MsLanga:"thankyouNana"

Me:"hemahgoodnight"

ShenoddedandIwalkedbacktothebedroom.I

satdownonthebedthinking.Whywouldtheywant

totakeme?Idon'towethemanything.Ichanged

andgotinthebedandafewminuteslaterSimu

camein.Sheisbeautifulslimgirl.Shewore

pyjamasandswitchedoffthelightandgotinnext

tomeandthelightfromherphonewastheonly

thingon.Icouldn'tsleepthinkabouthowmany

thingsaregoingoninmylifeinashortspaceof

time.Herphoneringsandsheanswers.

Simu:"Nka"

Shesaidsittingup.

Simu:"uhmokngiyeza(Iamcoming)"

Shethenlookedatme.

Simu:"butIthought....."

Shekeptquiet.Iwaseagertohearwhattheother



personissayingtoher.

Simu:"(sigh)okbeherin20"

Shehungandlookedatme.

Simu:"Iknowyouarenotsleeping.Wakeup

siyahamba(wearegoing)"

Shesaidgettingoutofthebed.

Me:"Siyaphi(wherearewegoing?)"

Simu:"stopaskingquestionslet'sgo"

Shewenttoherwardobeandtookoutadressand

openedthelights.Itwasblackleatherlike.

Simu:"wearthat.ItisAkhona's."

Ilookedatitanditlookedsmall.

Me:"nginqunulah(Iamnakedhere)"

Shegavemeadeathstare.

Simu:"thisisGauteng.Ofcauseyouhavetobelike

thatFarmJuliet"

Iwasabithurtwhenshesaidthat.Igotoffthebed

asshegotdressedinawhitedressandheels.She



gavemesandalscauseIcan'tworkheelsandI

lookeddifferent.Itwasn'tthatshortthatIwas

happyabout.

Me:"doesMaLangaknowaboutthis."

Simu:"Noandshewillneverfindout.Come"

Shetookherphoneandbagandwetiptoedout.I

wasscaredthatwewillgetcaughtand

disobediencewasatplay.Wefinallygotoutandit

wasoneofthemenwhoshotbabuDumi.Istopped

mytracksasIwasscared.Whatisshedoingwith

them.

Simu:"whatiswrong?"

Me:"thatmanwithscaristheonewhoshot

babuDumi"

Simu:"hedidn'tkillhim.Comehehateswaiting"

ShepulledmetillwegottohimandIwasshaking

whilehelookedatuswithhandsinhispocket.He

hadalreadythrownhiscigarettewhenwe

approachedhim.

Him:"Simu"



Simu:"yes"

Helookedatme.

Him:"youarebeautifulIntokazi"

Simurolledhereyes.

Me:"Iwanttogobackinsidesimu"

Him:"don'tbescared.Iwon'thurtyoueverand

that'sapromise."

Simu:"yeahright"

Heshitheradeathstare.

Him:"Iwillshootyoulikeyourfather.Getinwith

Mpesheniandsheiscomingwithme."

Iwasscared.Shegotinanothercarandleftme

withthisman.Godpleasesaveme.Helookedat

meandwalkedaroundmeandstoodinfrontofme

andSmirked.

Him:"BangibizaNkalakathabutforwenait's

Philani(theycallmeNkalakathabutforyou.Call

mePhilani)"

IlookedathimandhebrushedmycheekbutI



moveditback.

Him:"ungasabingekengikulimaze.

Ngiyakuncanwablind(don'tbescared.Iwon'thurt

you.Ilikeyou)"

Iswallowed.Heopenedthedoorofhiscar.

Him:"asivaye(asambe)"

Ilookedathimabutbeforeslowlymakingmyway

intotheleatherseatedcar.Iwasscaredthathe

mightshootmeforgoingagainsthim.Heclosed

thedoorandwenttohissideandgotinanddrove

off.Musicwasplaying,itwasKwaitomusic.He

looksatmebitinghisbottomlipslightly.

Him:"sowhatisyourname?"

Me:"..Ndalo....Buhlebendalo"

Hechuckled.

Him:"Ungasabi(don'tbescared)PhilaniMajola"

Ismiled.

Me:"Magcingwane"

Hesmirked.



Him:"Yazawaziukuthiungenzani(youdon'tknow

whatyouaredoingtome)"

Ilookedathim.Hewasdarkinncomplexionhis

shirtwastuckedoutofhisjeansexposingsomeof

hischestwherehedidn'tbutton.Achainwas

danglingfromhisneckandsometattoosare

noticable.

Him:"umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Islightlysmiled

Me:"thankyou."

Henoddedandwegottoaplacefullofbeautiful

carsandmusicwasplaying.Peoplewhowere

outsidemovedoutofthewayandhewenttopark

thenhegotout.Itriedtogetouttoobutthedoor

waslocked.Hecametomysideandopenedfor

me..

Me:"ubukhiyelani(whydidyoulock?)"

Him:"ngifunauku'vulelaischabha(Iwanttoopen

thedoorforyou)"

Me:"ngiyakwazi,ngiyabonga(Icanandthankyou



)"

Heclosedit.

Him:"Iknow."

HetookmyhandandIfroze.

Him:"relax.Asambe(let'sgo)"

Wewalkedinside.peoplewhowereinourway

movedbackliketheyfearedhim.Hewenttothe

tablewhereSimuwas.

Simu:"Kadenilaphi(wherewereyou?)

Philani:"itdoesn'tconcernyou"

Simu:"sheismycousin!"

SheshoutedandPhilaniletgoofmyhandand

strangledher.

Philani:"ukhulumanobanikanjaloSan?(Whoare

youtalkingtolikethat?),"

Therewassilenceevenmusichasstopped.She

washoldinghishandsthatweonherneck.

Me:"Myeke.(Leaveher)"



Helookedatme.Heletgoofherandshewent

downcoughing.Irushedtoherbutheheldmyarm.

Philani:"sheisok.Let'sgotothedancefloorand

wenayourdaysarenumbered"

AnothergirlgaveSimuwater.Hepulledustothe

danceflooradmusicstartedplaying.iasshaking

fromthescenethathappened.

Philani:"Ndalorelax.Ngekengikulimaze(Iwont

hurtyou)"

IswallowedandnoddedthoughIdon'ttrusthim.

Me:"angikwaziukudansa.Celaukuhlalaphansi(I

can'tdance.Canwesitdown?)"

Philani:"ufunaukuphuza?(Wannagetadrink?)

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"angiphuzi(Idon'tdrink)"

Hesmiled.

Philani:"Good"

HeheldmywaistandturnedmearoundandI

froze,hisscentwasgood.Itwasmanlyspicyfilled



withnicotine.

Philani:"Iwon'thurtyou.Ngithembe(trustme)"

Inoddedslowlyandheplacedhisheadonmy

shoulder.Iwasshorterthanhim.

Philani:"Inevergoagainstmywordjustbelieveme

"

Inodded.

Philani:"Khuluma(talk)"

Me:"ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)"

Thesongchangedandkeptonplaying.ItwasLebo

Mathosa'LoveofMusic'

"Thewayyoumoveyourbody"

ThatpartPhilanijustkissedmyneckandIfroze.

Philani:"relax"

Inoddedswallowing

Me:"ok"

Thesongkeptonplayingmeweweremoving.

.



.

.

Tobecontinued
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Thethoughtsoflastnightwerestillprintedinmy

mindlikeitwasamoviethatcouldn'tstopplaying.I

gottobemyselfandopenupthenhesaidthose

wordsnearmyearashiswarmbreathhitmyneck

andheheldmywaist.Hisnicotinesmellgone

strongerashewenttosmokeduringthenightyet

notwantingtoleavemyside.

________

"YouareminenowNdalo.Nooneelse."

Icouldstillhearthosewordsringandtheimage

playinginmyheadashewasleaningnexttome

drunkbutcouldstillmanagehiscool.

Philani..."

"Shhh"



Heputhisfingeronmylips.

"ItwasastatementNdalonotarequest"

Ikeptquiet

"Ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyou)"

Ididn'tknowhowtorespondtothatbuthekissed

mycheek,hetookagulpoffhisSavannahandlaid

myheadonhischestwhileIwasbetweenhislegs.

WehaveleftthePubthatwewereinanditwas

gettingcold.Hisarmsbehavedlikeawarmer.

________

IwasdisturbedfrommythoughtsbySimu.she

wasn'tgoingtocampustoday.Shegoesto

UniversityofJohannesburgandstudieslaw.That's

whereshegoes.Shelayshertowelwrappedselfon

thecouchnexttomeandshetakestheremoteand

changesthechannel.

Simu:"YouknowuyisokauNkalakatha(youknow

Nkalakathaisawomaniser)"

Ilookedatherbitingmybottomlipandshelooksat

meandlaughs.



Simu:"thisisGautengNdalo,betteryetSoweto.

Youwillgethurt"

Shelooksatmewhilegoingthroughchannelson

theDSTV.Iamstillquiet.

Simu:"uzolimalaorufe.Ungashoukuthi

angikhuzanga(youwillgethurtordie.Don'tsayI

didn'twarnyou)"

Shestandsupandshewalksofftothebedroom

side.Iamriddledinthoughts.Maybesheisright.

Yessheisright!ImeanPhilaniisthesameguy

whoshotBabuDumiandanotherguydeadlikeit

wasjustahobbylastnightfortouchingme.He

foughtalotofpeopleyesterdayyethewasn't

arrested.Halfweregirlsheslappedforthemasking

whyhewaswithmeandthemajoritywasguyswho

said"hey"ortalkedtome.Hewasfumingwhen

thatguytouchedme.Isawsomethingcreepy

yesterday.Aknockonthedoordisturbedmy

thoughtsandIlookatthepassagehopingsimu

wouldappearbutshedidn't.Isighedasthe

knockingcameagainandIopenedthedoorandit

wasMpesheni.



Mpesheni:"Guluvakazi(bosslady)"

HetookoffhishatwhenIopenedthedoorandlet

himin.HeisSimu'sboyfriendright?

Me:"uSimulindileusaqhoka.Celaumulinde

kancane(Simuisgettingdressed.Pleasewaitfor

herabit)"

Hewringedhishatwhilelookingdown

Mpesheni:"empeleniangizilengaye.Ibozza

iyakucelangaphandle(truthtobetold.Iamnot

herefireher.Thebossisaskingforyououtside)"

Me:"boss?"

Idon'tknowhisboss.WhatrelationsdoIhavewith

him.

Mpesheni:"uNkalakatha"

Inodded.

Me:"ngekengikwaziukushiyauSimuyedwanawe

(Ican'tleaveSimualonewithyou)"

Hechuckled.

Mpesheni:"khululekaGuluvakazi.Kusezandleni



ezigrand(relaxbosslady.Sheisingoodhands)"

Inodded.IworemyshoesandIwalkedoutwhile

lookingatMpesheni.Ireallydon'ttrusthim.Isaw

Philaniwearingablackshirtwithblackjeanswith

sneakers.Hisonehandwasinhispocketwhilethe

otherhewasdrinkingsomethingfromthebottle,he

wassittingonthebonnetofhiscarwhichIlearnt

thebrandisBMW.Igottohimandhejumpedoff

thebonnetandIsteppedback.

Philani:"Sondela(comeclose.)"

Isteppedcloserscared.Hegotmywaistand

caressesmycheek.Peoplewerelookingand

passingby.

Me:"amehlo(theeyes)"

Ilookeddown.

Philani:"anginendaba.(Idon'tcare)"

Philani:"bengikhumbule(Imissedyou)"

Inodded.

Philani:"lookatme."



Ilookedathimandhiscoldhandwenttomycheek

andheperkedmylips.Thatwasthefirsttimea

guyslipstouchedmine.SuddlenyIbecamemore

shy.Hechuckled.

Philani:"uzongivakashelaNini?(Whenareyou

gonnavisitme?)"

Me:"ngekeayivumeUMaLangaleyonto(MsLanga

won'tallowthat)"

Iamscared.Idon'twannavisithim.

Philani:"NgizokubonangeWeekendngizokulanda

(Iwillseeyouintheweekend.Iwillfetchyou)"

Ilookedathim

Me:"kodwa...."

Heputhisfingeronmylipsandperkedthemagain.

Mybodytingles.

Philani:"Ngizokubona.(Iwillseeyou.)"

Hewenttothepassengersideandopenedthenhe

openedabigblackbagandIsawsomegunsandI

swallowedshakingonmyknees.Hethenturnedto

mewithastackofcash.Ihaveneverseenso



muchmoneyinmylife.

Philani:"thathauzikhiphe(takeandtakeyourself

out)"

Ishookmyhead

Me:"Changiyabonga(nothankyou)"

Philani:"(frowning)celasingabangiintwengekho

Ndalothathaimali(let'snotfightoverpettythings

Ndalo)""

HesaidwithafirmvoiceanditgotmeshakingI

lookedaroundandpeoplewerestilllooking.Itookit

andlookeddown.

Me:"thankyou"

Heclosedthecardoor.

Philani:"lookatmeNdalo"

Iliftedmyeyestohimandheheldmychinup

causeIwasshorterthanhim

Philani:"(kissingmylips)Ngiyakuthandayezwa

?(Iloveyouok?)"

InoddednotsureifIknowwhatlovemeans.



Philani:"neverdoubtmyloveforyou"

Me:"ok"

Philani:"seeyouFriday"

Ijustnodded.

Philani:"youcango.AndcallMpesheniforme"

InoddedandIwalkedofffeelingeyesonme.Igot

inandwenttothebedroomandtheywerekissing

withSimu.Shewasunderhim.

Me:"hesaidImustcallyou"

TheylookedatmewhileItaketheplasticandput

themoneyaway.

Mpesheni:"ngizoringanawelater(Iwilltalktoyou

later)"

Simu:"ok"

Theykissedagainandhewalkedout.Simulooked

atme.

Me:"whatshouldIcook?"

Simu:"hegaveyoumoney?"



Me:"youwantit?"

Simu:"wowyouaresofarmyoh.Girlsherewould

jumptobegivenmoneylikethat"

Me:"angiwonaamanyeamantombazane(Iamnot

othergirls)"

Isaidlookingather.

Simu:"clearly.Youaredumb.Younottheonlyone

kuNkalakathathatyoushouldknow"

Shewalkedout.IfeltbadwhenshesaidIamdumb.

Ididn'tsayIhavefeelingsforhim.Heistheone

thatclaimedmewithoutconsultingmeifIwantto

bewithhim.

.

.

.
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IhadjustfinishedcookingandSimuiswatchingTV

intheloungearea.Iamnotatvfan.Igrewupnot

watchingitandnowit'sjustsomethingIamnot

reallyinterestedin.ThedooropensandIhearatiny

shouting.

"Ndalo!"

That'smylittleKuhle.Heisreallyadorablefora7

yearold.HegetsintothekitchenandImovefrom

thepotsandweshareahug.

Kuhle:"Icriedatschooltoday"

Me:"(caressinghisface)whydidyoucry?"

Kuhle:"becauseImissedyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"Imissedyoutoo.Gotakeoffyouruniformand

thenIwilldishupforyou."

Kuhle:"ok"

Heranoff.Icarriedonwiththepots.Hetakesa

transporteverydayfromhometoschoolandback.

Ifinishupcookinganddishupforus.Simuwalks

inthekitchenandgoestodrinkwater.Thenafter



shewalksout.Kuhlecomesinthekitchenall

changedandIgivehimhisfood.

Me:"eatup",

Kuhle:"thankyouNdalo"

InodandhewalksoffandIgoandserveSimu.She

takesitandIsitdownandwewatchTVwhile

eating.

Kuhle:"uphiubaba(whereisdad?)"

SimulookedatmelikeIamtheonewhoshothim.

Simu:"heisatthehospitalboy"

Kuhle:"why?"

Simu:"heissick"

Kuhle:"canIgoseehim?"

Simu:"wewillaskmamawhensheisback"

Henodded.WefinishedeatingandIwashedthe

dishesthenhelpedKuhlewhereIcanwithhome

work.Nightcameandhewenttobathbeforehe

saidhewastiredandretiredtobed.Icleanedup

andIwenttotakeabathaswellwearingpyjamas



afterwithatowelaroundmywaist.MsLanga

cameinthroughthedoorasshelookedtired.

MsLanga:"helloNdalo"

Me:"hellomah.ShouldImakefoodforyou?"

MsLanga:"noIamgoingtorest.Iateatthe

hospital"

Shewalkedabit.

Me:"howisBabuDumi.Kuhlewasaskingabout

himtodayandwantstoseehim"

Sheturnedtome.

MsLanga:"heisdoingok.Kuhlewillseehimwhen

hecomesback."

Inodded.

Me:"goodnight"

Shewalkeddownthepassagetoherbedroom.

TherewasnooneattheloungesoIswitchedoff

thetvandcheckedifthedoorislockedandthenI

switchedoffthelightsbeforegoingtothebedroom.

IclosedthedoorandSimustoodupandlockedit.I



gaveheraquestioninglookbutdidn'tmindher.

Simu:"whereismom?"

Me:"inherroom"

Isaidgettinginthecoversandclosedmyeyes.

Simu:"ohok.Don'tsleepalot"

Iignoredherassheswitchedoffthelightsbuther

phonewason.

.

.

Ifeltlikesomeonewashoveringovermeandacold

handonthecheekwasenoughtowakemeupfrom

mysleep.Iopenedmyeyesandtheymethisashe

wassmilingandIsatupandscannedforSimuand

IseeherandMpesheniateachother'sthroats

kissingandIlookawayandmyeyeslandedonhim

andIlookeddown.HetouchedmycheekbutI

movedmyfacebecausehishandwascold.

Me:"uyabanda(youarecold)"

Hechuckled



Philani:"askies(sorry)"

Herubbedhishandstogether.

Me:"ningenekanjani?(Howdidy'allgetin?)

Philani:"ngomyangowesibili(seconddoor?)"

Igavehimaquestioninglookandhepointedatthe

window.

Me:"oh"

Inodded,hemovedthecoverfromme.

Philani:"ugqhokeni?(Whatareyouwearing)"

MychocolatethighswereexposedandIputmy

handoverthem.Hesmirkedandhepulledmeto

him.

Philani:"relax,Iwon'tdoanythingyoudon'tlike"

Ilookedathim.

Philani:"NgithembeNdalo(trustmeNdalo)"

Hesatmeonhislapandhishandencirclesmy

cheek.

Philani:"angiphathekikahleukuthiawungithembi



(Iamnotpleasedthatyoudon'ttrustme)"

Simu:"youarenottrustable"

Hegaveherastare.Shekeptquiet.Hishandswent

tomyarmsandhekissedmyneck.Ishivered.He

blewairthereandthenlookedatmeandSmirked.

Philani:"umuhlekakhuluumauvuka(youareeven

morebeautifulwhenyouwakeup)"

Ismiledandlookeddown.Heliftedmychinupand

lockedhislipsbeforeperkingmine.It'ssoftand

cold.

Philani:"ngiyakuncanwablindyezwa?(Iaminto

toyou)"

Inoddedandtouchedhisscaronhischeek.He

heldmyhandstoppingmefromtouchingit.

Philani:"Iwilltellyouonedaythereasonbehindit"

Inoddedandhetuckedmeinbed.

Philani:"lala,ngifunaumuhlekusasa(sleep,I

wantyoubeautifultomorrow)"

IclosedmyeyesandsoonIwasofftosleep.I



dreamedaboutPhilanisurprisinglyanditwasn't

scary.

.

.

.
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Iwokeupinthemorning.UsuallyIalwayswakeup

earlierthaneveryone.IlookedbesidemeandSimu

wasstillasleeppeacefully.Ijusttookthetimeto

lookatherandwonderhowsuchabeautifullady

likeherbeassociatedwithpeoplewhodosuch

dirtywork.Shehasanamazinglifeinmyeyes.

Bothparents,littlebrotherwholovesyouanda

warmhome.SomethingIhaveneverhadbutonly

wishedforwhichisafadeddreamatthismoment.

Igotoffthebed.Ialwayswakeupearlierthan

anyoneelseinthishouse.IwalkedoutslowlyandI

wenttothebathroomandIopenedthebathtub



whileIreleasedmyselfinthetoilet.IfinishedandI

wipedmyselfandflushedthenlookedatthemirror.

Ilookatmythighs.Dotheseattractvulturescalled

men?ButIthoughttheyarenightwearandnoman

shouldeverseemelikethat.Isuddenlyfeelnaked

asItracemyfingersonwherePhilanitouchedme

andIshivered.Iwashedmyhandsandtookmy

newtoothbrushandIbrushmyteethwhilein

thoughts.AfterIwasdoneIgotintothebathTub

andIsoakedmybodyinwarmwater.Ikepton

playingwiththewaterandIdon'tknowwhy.Ifinally

bathedandthenIgotoutandfoldedthepyjamas

whileIworemyblackdress.Icleanedupandfilled

thebathtubwithwateroncemorebeforeIwalked

outtothebedroomandSimuhasoccupiedthe

wholebed.Shehaschangedpositions..Iput

everythingawayandIwalkedtoKuhle'sroomand

hewassoundasleepandlookingcute.Ismiledand

Iwenttoopenthecurtainsandwindowforfreshair

asthesunroseandIcouldhearhimgroanandhe

changedhispositionawayfromthesunlight.Igot

tohimandshookhimabit.



Me:"Kuhleisikhathiwesikolewozauzogeza(Kuhle

it'stimeforschool.Comeandbath)"

Hegroaned.

Me:"youwantmetopickyouup?"

HenoddedandItookhimandwewenttothe

bathroomandIlefthimwhilegoingtohisroomand

Ididhisbedandcleanedupthetookouthisironed

uniform.Iironitsointhemorninghewon'thavea

problem.Ithenwenttothekitchenandmadehim

hislunchandsomecerealandIheardhimcallme.

IlefteverythingandIwenttohisroomandhewas

onhisbedalldressed.

Kuhle:"haveyouseenmybagNdalo?Iamwriting

atesttoday"

Ilaughedabitandtookhishand.

Me:"it'sinthekitchen"

Kuhle:"ohok"

Wewenttothekitchenandhetookthecerealsand

satonthelittletableandchairinthekitchen.I

finishedmakingbreakfastandheputhisdishinthe



sinkandrantorinsehismouth.MsLangawalked

inrushing.

MsLanga:"MorningNdalo"

Me:"morningMah"

MsLanga:"Iwokeuplate."

Icansee.It's7amnow.Kuhlecameback.

MsLanga:"Let'sgoKuhleIamlate."

Kuhle:"byeNdalo,Iwillmissyou"

Me:"Iwillmissyoutoo."

MsLanga:"thankyouNdalo"

ShesmiledandIreturneditandsherushedout.I

breathedout.Iwashopingshewouldaskifthere

werepeopleinthebedroomwearsusingbutshe

didn'tIfindthatdisrespectingmeLangahowThey

gotinherhousewithoutherconcern.Ifinishedup

andgottocleanthehouseandopenedthedoorand

thetvandplayedsoftmusic.Kuhletaughtmeabut

onhowtochangethechannelsandwhichones

werethemusicchannels.Iwasdonesweeping

andmovingthingsandnowIwasmoppingthe



loungesinceIamdonewiththerooms.Igotout

andlookedoutthestreetholdingthemopandthe

daythatguywasshotcameback.Broaddaylight.

BabuDumibeingshotandthenightwesnuckout

andlastnightIfeellikeIamloosing!ymoralsand

respectingtheelders.IfeellikeGautengisreally

changingme.IfeelahandonmyshoulderandIam

frightened.

Simu:"calmdownit'sme.Whyareyouupsoearly.

It's10am?"

Me:"ugogowathiintombiayilaliizeificweilanga

(mygrandmotheroncesaidagirlshouldwakeup

beforethesunrises)"

Simu:"(oneclap)yohIcan'tdothat.MinaIloveto

sleep"

Icrackedmyheadtothesideshewasstillinher

shortpyjamasonthestoop.Peopleandcars

passingbyandsheseemedtonotcare.

Me:"whatIyougetmarried.Youneedtowakeup

earlierthanyourinlawstodothechores"

Simu:"haiboIwon'tbemarriedtomyinlaws.Iwill



bemarriedtomyhusbandandhecandostufffor

himself"

Me:"Isee"

Simu:"yuuuhIamhungryletsgoeatthengo

shoppingforyou"

Me:"why?"

Ilookedlikemyself.

Simu:"youarecuffedtoNkalakathasoyouneedto

looktheGuluvakazipart"

Me:"whatifIdon'tlovehim"

Simu:"hedoesn'tcarereally"

ShewalkedinsideandIstoodtherethinking.Why

doesn'tlovesomeonewhowilllovehimlikehedoes.

AyiIdon'tunderstandthismina.IfoundSimu

eating.Iwouldeverythingawaythatsheleftonthe

counterandcleanedupthenshefinishedand

washedherdish.Iwasthinkingshewasincapable

ofdoingthingsonherown.Wefinished.

Simu:"Iamgoingtobath."



Inoddedandshewalkedoff.Sheseemsnicetoday

oramIspeakingtoosoon.Isatdownandwatched

someTVtillwecamebackalldressedandacar

hooted.

Simu:"thatmustbeourtransport"

Shewalkedtowardsthedoor.Iswitchedoffthetv

andtookthehousekeysandmadesureeverywhere

itslockedbeforefollowinghertoaBMW.Thistime

Iknowthisoneverywell.ItwasaGushesheandit

wasredandshiney.Mpeshenicameoutofit

wearingablackfloweredshirtwithachainanda

hatonhisheadwithjeansandsneakers.Itwasa

blackbeanie.Simuthrewherselfathimandthe

kissed.Ilookedaway.

Simu:"Imissedyou"

Youjustsawhimlastnight.

Mpesheni:"metoo"

Theykissedagain.

Mpesheni:"lookslikeyourfatheriscomingout

soon"



Simu:"didy'allhavetoshoothim?"

Mpesheni:"it'salessonthatyoushoulddouble

crossmeandIwillputabulletinyourskull"

Icringed.

Mpesheni:"Guluvakazi"

Me:"Ndalo"

Hetookoffhishatandbowed.

Mpesheni:"Iamsorrymam"

Simu:"(rollinghereyes)let'sgo"

Wegotinthecar.Iwasatthebackandtheywereat

thefrontandtheydroveoff.

Simu:"whereisNkalakatha?"

Mpeshenitookaglanceatmethroughthereview

mirrorthenclearedhisthroatandfocusedonthe

road.

Mpesheni:"khonaispanesincaneasitheshayo

(thereisalittlejobheisdoing)"

Heshiftedandglancesbackatme,thestraighton



theroad.Whyishedoingthat?Wefinallyarrived

atamall.

Simu:"welcometoMaponyaMallmogal.Iwill

transformyougirlings"

Mpeshenilookedatme.

Mpesheni:"nottoomuch"

Simu:"ok"

Sherolledhereyes.

Simu:"let'sgoNdalo"

Mpesheni:"Salakancanewena(stayabit)"

Igotoutandwaitedbythecar.Iwascurious

becauseheseemedangry.Isawhimholdingher

faceandanokapwasbyhereyes.Hewas

shivering.Iturnedtheotherway.Whatisgoingon

inthisworldLord.Afewminutestheygotoutshe

waswipingtheleftovertears.

Me:"sisuright?(Areyouok?)"

OfcausesheisnotokayNdalo.Shefakesasmile.

Simu:"yeslet'sgo"



Mpesheni:"callmewhenyouaredone"

Simu:"okay"

Westartedwalking.

Mpesheni:"Andmykiss?"

Simuwentbacktohimsighingandtheywanteda

kiss.

Mpesheni:"takecareofGuluvakazi"

Shenoddedacametomewhilehegotinthecar

anddroveoffoncewewereinsidethemall.

.

.

.
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.



Simu:"Ilovethisone."

ShewasreferringtothemostshortestthingIhave

everseen.PantsevenIhadneverwornpantsever

inmylifeandtodaySimuboughtalotofpants.i

didn'thavealotofsayinwhatIshouldwear

becauseIamfarmJulietasshewouldcallmeonce

inawhile.Sheturnedtomewhoisholdingthe

shoppingplastics.

Simu:"Ithinkthat'senoughfortoday"

Iagreewithher

Me:"weneedtogetbackhomeandcook"

Simu:"wewilljustbuyTakeawayfrom"

Inoddedandwewenttothetillsandshepaid.We

bothwalkedout.Iamsohappythisisovernow

andmyheadisbuzzing.

Simu:"whenwegethomewearegoingtoThasha

soshecanbraidyourhair.Sheisveryfastand

neat.

Itouchedmyhair.

Me:"oh"



Wewalkedtowheretherewerefoodstoresandwe

settledonthetableandshewenttoplaceanorderI

sattherejustlookingarounduntilourordernumber

wascalledandwetookourthingsandwentto

collectthefoodandwalkedout.

Simu:"Mpesheniishere"

Inoddedandwewalkedtotheparkinglotand

foundhimwaitingforusinadifferentcar.Itlooked

reallybrandnew.

Mpesheni:"Givetheitemstomeyouguysjustget

in."

WegotinthecarandIsawwomen'sshoesandI

lookedatSimu.Sheturnedtome.

Me:"Isthishiscar?"

Simu:"Don'taskquestionsNdalo"

Inodded.Hecouldbecheating.Hegotinvery

quicklyandhegotdownlikehewassearchingfor

somethingandthenthecarroaredit'sengineand

helookedatthereviewmirror.

Mpesheni:"Getdown"



Iturnedbackandsawawomandroppingherbag

runningtowardsthecarsaying"Koloiyaka!!(my

car)"

Simu:"Mpeshenisteponit"

Shewassaying.

Mpesheni:"Imakancane(waitabit)"

Iwaspanicking.Idon'tknowwhat'sreallygoingon

butIampanicking.Hedroveoffwhenthewoman

wasalmostcloseInhighspeed.Irolledandhitthe

sideofmyheadbythecardoor.

Me:"Ouch"

Helookedatme.

Mpesheni:"HadeNdalo(Sorry)"

Ijustnodded.Simuhithisshoulder.

Mpesheni:"Whatisitnow?"

Simu:"Youputusindangerlikethat.Whatifshe

sawus?"

Mpesheni:"shedidn't"



Simu:"youarecareless."

Mpesheni:"OwuvaleindebeyakhoSimulindilenje

beforengikunyathele(justshutupforonce

SimulindilebeforeIhityou)"

Shekeptquietandlookedoutthewindow.He

lookedatmethroughthereviewmirror.

Mpesheni:"KusakahleGuluvakazi(areyoustill

good?)"

Ijustnoddedandlookedoutthewindowaswell.I

touchedmychestandmyheartwasbeatingsofast.

Silenceoccupiedthecartillwegottoanotherplace.

Itlookedlikeagarageorsomething.Mpesheni

parkedthecar.

Mpesheni:"taketheplasticsoutandgototheblack

car."

Simugotoutfirst.Sheseemedangry.Ilookedat

Mpeshenibeforegettingoutandtakingtheplastics

withSimuandwewenttothecar.Wesatthereand

waitedforMpesheni.Heparkedthecarwecame

withatthegarageandgotinthecar.Hedroveoff.



Stilltherewassomesilenceinthecaruntilwegot

home.Wegotout.

Mpesheni:"Ngizonibonaebusku(Iwillseeyou

tonight)"

IlookedatSimuandsheavoidedmyeyes.

Mpesheni:"ungizwilenje?(didyouhearme?)"

Hegotoutofthecarandgottosimu.Iwasbythe

gatelookingatthem.

Simu:"iheardyou"

Hetookouthisonehandfromthepocketand

lookedatme,thenher.Hekissedhercheekwhile

sheclosedhereyes.

Mpesheni:"Iwillseeyou"

Simunoddedandwewalkedinsidethehouseafter

unlocking.Thecardroveoff.

Simu:"Areyouhungry?"

Me:"Changirite(Iamok)"

Ijustlostmyappetite.Thatwomanrunning

towardsthecarcrying.Wasthecarhers?The



shoeswereagiveaway.

Simu:"gobathandthencome.Thashawilldoyour

hair"

InoddedandIwenttothebathroomandIputwater

inthebathtubandIgotinafterthewaterwaswarm

andsoakedmyself.ImissKuhlenow.Iamsure

MsLangaisgonnapasswithhimtothehospitalto

seeBabuDumi.IbathedandthenIgotoutand

wrappedmyselfinatowel.Simusaysaladydoes

thatanddoesn'tgetdressedinabathroombutthis

isonceoffsincewearealone.IgotoutandIwent

totheroomweareusingandshewasplacing

clothesonthebed.Itwasleggingsandavest.

Simu:"Thashaisheretodoyourhair.Getdressed"

Me:"okay"

ShewalkedoutAndilotionbeforeIgotdressedand

Ifoldedthetowelandputitawayandtheniwore

myshoesandIwalkedout.Iwenttothelounge

andtheywerenotthere.Iwentoutsideandthey

weresittingonthestoop.

Me:"sawubona(hello)"



Lady:"DumelaAusibitsolakakeThasha(hellosisi

mynameisThasha)"

IlookedatherbecauseIdidn'tevengetwhatshe

said.

Simu:"Thasha,Ndalodoesn'tunderstandyou.She

isZulu"

Thasha:"Ohwhydidn'tyousayso.Unjanisisi?

(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Iamgood"

Shenodded.

Simu:"sitdownsoshecanstart"

Isatdownandthemoisturizedmyhairandthen

sheopenedlines.ItwassoreIwouldn'tlie.wesat

theretillthesunwentdownandMsLangacame

back.Kuhlerushedoutofthecaranddroppedhis

baginfrontofme..

Kuhle:"IambackNdalo"

Me:"Icansee.Howwasyourtest?"

Kuhle:"Igotastar"



Hepointedtohisforeheadwherethestarwas.

Me:"wow"

Hesmiled.

MsLanga:"helloThashaandNdalo"

Thasha:"Hellomahunjani?(Howareyou?)"

MsLanga:"Iamgood.IseeyoumakingNdalolook

beautiful"

Thasha:"sheisalreadybeautiful"

IsmiledandMsLangawalkedinside.Mybuttwas

hurtingnowfromallthesittingdownbutIwasglad

thatweweredone.Shesprayedthelong

extensions.(Braids)andthenshewipedmyface

withtheoil.Simucameout.Shestoodinfrontof

measwewerecleaningup.

Simu:"Welldone"

ShegaveThashasomemoneyandThashathanked

heradwhenweweredonecleaningupsheleft.I

walkedinsidewiththeplasticfullofdirtandwentto

throwitaway.



Simu:"Mahkhonalahengidingaukuyakhona

(thereissomewhereIhavetogo?)"

MsLangalookedather.

MsLanga:"where?"

Simu:"myschoolmatesarehereinthehoodand

theyinvitedmekaMzo"

Shelookedatmethenhermother.Ishrugged.

Ms:"Ifyouaregonnabesafe"

Simu:"ThankyouandNdaloiscomingwith"

MsLangatunedfromthefridge.Wewereinthe

kitchen.

MsLanga:"hayiit'swaytoodangerousforher"

Simu:"IwilllookoutforherManplease"

MsLangasighed.

MsLanga:"sure."

Simujumpedonhermotherandkissedher.

Simu:"loveyoumommy"

MsLanganoddedandwalkedout.



Simu:"let'sgochange."

Idon'tfeelgood

.

.
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Wegotintothebedroomandwechanged.Shetook

outanavydressformethatreachedmykneesand

heels.Ijustlookedather.Shethenlookedatme.

Simu:"whattheyareblockheels"

Me:"Idon'tknowifIwillbeabletowalk"

Simu:"Ayiisicefe(stopwhining)Ndalo.Let's

changeourtransportwillbeheresoon"

Wechangedandmykneeswerealittlebent.I

couldn'tstandright.

Simu:"walktalllikeyouarewalkinginaforestwith

yourbarefeet"



Ithoughtofthatandnodded.Shegavemealittle

bagaftershedonethingstomyfaceandIlooked

differentlikeIamfromthecity.Thedresswas

holdingontomybodyexposingmyhipsand

thicknessofmybody.Simu'sphonerangandI

turnedtoherassheanswered.

Simu:"youareoutside?"

Shekeptquietabit.

Simu:"okwearecoming"

Shehungupandlookedatme.

Simu:"let'sgo"

WewalkedoutandseemsMsLangaisinbedearly.

Wewalkedoutandtherewasadifferentcaroutside

.Wereachedthisguywholookedlikeathugfor

real.WheredoesSimuknowthesepeople?

Guy:"eitha(whistle)"

Simu:"wearenotlikeyou.ThisisNdalo.Ndalo

......."

Theguynodded



Guy:"BangibizauSly(theycallmeSly)"

Me:"oh"

Inodded.Ididn'tknowhowtoactatthatmoment.

Wegotinthecarandthenhedroveoff.Ijustlooked

outthewindow.ThereisnothingIcansayanyway.

Simu:"whereisMpesheni?"

Guy:"kaMzo(atMzo's)"

Simu:"mmmnh"

Guy:"ukwatileblind.Yiniumenzeni?(Heisreally

mad.Whatdidyoudotohim?)"

Simu:"mxm.UwenzeiJobsikhona(hedidajob

whilewewerethere)"

Guy:"(whistle)yoh"

Therewassilence.Helookedatmethroughthe

reviewmirror"

Guy:"Eyasedladleni?(Sheisyourfamily?)

Simu:"yeahungamkhulumisiakakuzwa.(Yesdon't

talktoher.Shewon'theryou)"



Guy:"why?"

Simu:"sheisdeaf."

Ilookedoutthewindowwhenshesaidthat.There

wassilenceagainwegottoanotherplace.Beautiful

carswereparkedoutyetwewerestillinthearea.

Heparkedthecarandwegotout.

Guy:"Ngizonibona(Iamgonnaseey'all)"

Simu:"sho(ok)"

Shetookmyhandasweleavehimwhileheis

smoking.Wesawagroupofguyswithgirlsaround

thembycarssmokinganddrinkingandamounts

themwasPhilaniandMpesheni.

Simu:"ngiyalingwasholah(Iambeingtestedhere

)"

AgirlwaskissingMpesheni.Wegottothem.

AnotherwassittingonPhilaniandtheywere

touchingwithoutnoticinguscoming.That's

disrespectfulreally.Hesaidhelovesmebutyou

don'tdothatsomeoneyouclaimtolove.Really.

SimuletgoofmyhandandIstoodthereandshe



pulledMpeshenifromthegirl.

Simu:"kumnandilahngingekho(It'snicehere

withoutme)"

Mpesheni:"Baby"

SimupushedthegirlasideandwipedMpesheni's

lipsandthenshekissedhimandtheguyswhistled

andthat'swhenPhilanilookedatme.

Philani:"fuck"

Heremovedthegirlfromhim.

Girl:"andthenNkalakatha?"

Philani:"Vayaungangibangeliisicefe(goanddon't

irritateme)"

Girl:"what?"

Philaniturnedtoherandtoweredher.

Philani:"ungangijwayelingitheVaya(don'ttestme.

Isaidleave)"

Hesaidthroughhisteethandthegirlwalkedaway

clearlynothappy.Hecametomeandtriedtohold

mebutImovedandheheldmywaistquick.



Philani:"SthandwaSamngiyaxolisa(myloveIam

sorry)"

IkeptquietcauseIdon'tknowwhattosayreally.

Heleansbymyear.

Philani:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)

Me:"celaukuhambangiyekuSimu(canIgoto

Simu?)"

Philani:"sheisok.Celasiteemotwenisiyokhuluma

(let'sgotothecarandtalk)"

Ilookedathimandnodded.Wewalkedtohiscar

whichwastheonehewassittingby.

Philani:"anisukelah(movefromhere)"

Guys:"ahh"

Theycomplainedbuttheymoved.Heopenedthe

doorformeandIthankedhimandgotinthenhe

wenttohisside.Whistlesroundedupforno

apparentreasonandsomecarsbeingrevved.He

startedthecaranddroveoff.Heplayedsome

musicinhiscar.Ilookedoutofthewindow.Where

amIgoingwithhim?



Me:"siyaphi?(Wherearewegoing)"

Philani:"morequietstreet."

Inodded.Hekeptondrivingthenstoppedhiscar

nearafield.Helaiddownonhisseatlikesleeping

whilehelookedatme.Ilookedaway.

Philani:"umuhle(you'rebeautiful)"

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Heremovedthebraidsfrommyface.Hesatup.

Philani:"babylentooyibonilelaphayaI......(Baby

whatyousawbackthereis)"

Interruptedhim.

Me:"uyamthanda?(Doyouloveher?)"

Philani:"ngithandawena?(Iloveyou)"

Ijustnodded..

Me:"ngitsheliwengawe(Iwastoldaboutyou)"

Philani:"(frowning)ubani?(Bywho?)"

Me:"that'snotimportant"

Hekeptquiet



Me:"thatyouareawomaniser"

Philani:"wozalah(comehere)"

HepulledmetohislapandIwassittingonhimnot

comfortableandhekissedmyneckandmy

breathingchanged.

Philani:"NgithandawenaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

Hekissedmyneckagainandsuckedonitwhilehis

handsheldmywaist.Icouldfeelhisthingunderme.

Hisnicotinesmellwithperfumeandalcohol.

Me:"(softly)Philani"

Hekeptonkissingmyneckandthenwenttomy

chestandkissedthereaswellandIheldhishead.

Me:"Philani"

Philani:"youaremineNdalo.Youwillleavemeina

Coffinthat'sapromise"

Ishiveredinfearwhilehecarriedonkissingme.

.

.



.
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HewasnowdrivingbacktowhereweleftSimuand

Mpesheni.Ican'tgetthewordshesaidtome.That

IwillleavehiminaCoffin?Thatisreallyscary

,whyisheforcingmetolovehim?Ifeellikecrying

andtearsjustdropfrommycheekbutIlookoutthe

windowsohewouldn'tnoticethatIamcrying.I

keptonwipingmytearsthinkingifMsLangaleft

mebackhomeIwouldhavebeenbetterthanbeing

herethreatenedaboutdeath.Ifindcouragetoturn

tohimandask.

Me:"yindabaungithanda?(Whydoyouloveme?)

"

Hestealsaglanceatmethenlooksbackontothe

road.

Philani:"angazi(Idon'tknow)"

Iwipemytearsandsniffandhelooksatmethen



backintotheroad.

Me:"willyoukillme?"

Philani:"mawungifebela(ifyoucheatonme)"

Hebecamesilent.

Philani:"andwhenyouthinkofleavingme"

HelooksatmeandIlookaway.

Me:"ohNkosi"

Philani:"bengikhulumaivarrmangithiungowami

ngedwa(Iwastalkingthetruthwhensaidyouare

minealone.)"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"angikuthandingalendlelaungithandangayo(I

don'tloveyouthewayyouloveme)"

Hechuckledandtookaturn.

Philani:"uzofunda(youwilllearn)"

Isighed.Hishandlaidonmythigh.

Philani:"ubabuzengamibazokutshela(askthem

aboutmetheywilltellyou)IgetwhatIwantNdalo"



Ikeptquiet.Hishandmovedinbetwenmythighs

andIpressedthemtogetherandhechuckled.

Philani:"uvalelani(whydidyouclose?)"

Me:"angithandi(Idon'tlikeit.)"

Hesmirkedandremovedhishandfrommythighs

anditwenttomystomach.

Philani:"kumelengikumithise(Ineedto

impregnatedyou)"

Me:"Idon'twantachild.Iwanttostudy"

Philani:"ngithenikuweNdalo(whatdidIsaytoyou

?)"

Ikeptquiet.Hesighed.

Philani:"whatdoyouwannalearn?"

Me:"Law"

Helookedatme.

Philani:"youknowmeandthelawdon'tgetalong"

Me:"kwakubi(that'sbad)"

Philani:"unenkaniyazi(youarestubborn)"?



Me:"howso?"

Philani:"lookatthatuyaphendula(youbackchat)"

Ikeepquiet.

Philani:"Idon'tlikeit"

Me:"namiangithandiumaufunaimithetho

empilweniyam(Idon'tlikeitwhenyouwantto

controlmylife.)"

ThecarparkedbyothercarsAtMzo'sandIgotout

ofthecar.IknowIshouldbescaredbutIwasabit

angry.WhydidIcomehereanyway?Ifelt

someonegrabmyhairandIscreamedinpain.

Philani:"thulaNdaloungangicasuli(Keepquiet

Ndalodon'tirritateme)"

Tearsrandownmycheeksasitwaspainful.

Philani:"youdon'ttalktomehoweveryouwant.

Thisisn'tKznthisisGauteng.IruleGautengbaby

girlandifIwannacontrolyourlifeIwillcontrolit.

Yangizwa(youhearme?)"

Hisbreathingpacewasloudenough.Myheadwas

throbbing.Hepulledmyhairmore.



Me:"Philaniuyangilimaza(youarehurtingme)"

Philani:"answerme"

Me:"Ihearyou."

Heletsgoofmyhairandtearsrunfreelydownmy

eyes.

Philani:"comehere"

Hepulledmetohim.Iwasstillcryingandmyhead

isthrobbing.Hewipedmytearsandkissesmy

forehead.

Philani:"angifuniuku'limazaSthandwaSam(I

don'twannahurtyou)"

Asobescapesmylipsandalumpchokesmy

throat.Hehugsme.

Philani:"Musaukukhala(stopcrying)youare

makingmefeelbad"

Iammakinghimfeelbadbecausewhathedid

wasn'tright.Iwipedmytears.

Me:"indabaungilimaza(whydidyouhurtme)"

Philani:"Iamsorrybaby"



IlookedathimandhejustperkedmylipsandIjust

lookedathim.

Philani:"ngiyaxolisamama(Iamsorry)"

Heheldmyfaceandkissedme.Ijustfroze.Ihave

neverdoneitbefore.Itriedtopushmyselfoffbut

heheldmywaisttight.

Philani:"followmylead"

HekissedmeagainandIkissedhimrightback.

Hislipsaresosoftandalwayscoldfornoapparent

reasonbutthekisswasnice.Hebrokeit.Hislips

tastedbitterfromtherealcohol.

Philani:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Inodded.Hewipedmytears.

Philani:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Wewalkedinsidetheplaceandmusicwasplaying.

WefoundHispeoplethereandtheydidhead

greetingsandhesatdownandpulledmetohislap.

Mpesheni:"Kurite?(isitok?)"

Philani:"allgood.GetmeiSavannahandbrutal



fruitforubaby"

Me:"Idon'tdrink"

Philani:"justabit"

Isighedandnodded.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:06] :Insert14

"Ohbabauzuy'gcinimpiloYami"Ifoundthatsong

playinginmyhead.Lordpleaseprotectme.Iam

runningdownthestreetsbarefootedandthisdress

isnotreallyhelpinginmerunningproperly.Idon't

knowwhereIleftmyheelsandIdon'tcare.Atthis

momentIamjustscaredandhopinghewon'tfind

me.IseetheBMWbehindmeandhesticksouthis

headfromthewindow.

Philani:"NobodyleavesmeBabygirl"



TearsgushoutofmyeyesandIkeeponrunning

underthedarksky.IruntoMsLanga'shousebut

thegateislocked.Ikeeponshakingittoopen

Me:"MaLangacelaungivuleleuzongibulala(Ms

Langacanyouopenforme.Heisgoingtokillme)"

Iamscreaminginsteadthelightsofthehousethat

wereopenswitchoff.Thecarparksinfrontofme

andImovebackwhilehegetsoutofthecarand

comesforth.

Philani:"whatdidIsaytoyouNdalo?"

Thetearsarenotstopping.Itripwhilemovingback

andhegripsmyhairandIscreamthenheslapsme.

Philani:"ShutupNdaloshutupunganginyanyisi

(don'tdisgustme)"

Me:"uyangilimaza(youarehurtingme)"

Hechuckles.

Philani:"Iwilldomorethanthatbaby"

__________

Aringingphonetakesmeoutofmynightmare.I



lookatmysurroundingsandIamnotinSimu's

room.IamnotinMsLanga'shouse.Iremovethe

coverfrommybodyandIaminaMan'st-shirt.I

panicandtheringingphonestopsringing.Itakeit

anditringsinmyhandandit'snotmyphonesoI

won'tanswerit.

"Uk'tholilelokhuokadeukufuna?(Didyougetwhat

youarelookingfor?)"

IlookedatthedoorwayanditwasPhilaniwalking

in.Hewaswearingablacksweatpants.That's

whatIlearnedwhattheyareyesterdayandahoodie.

HeputhiscarkeysbythebedsideandIhanded

him hisphone.Hefoldedhisarms.

Philani:"uk'tholileokufunayo?(Didyougetwhat

youwanted?)"

Ishookmyhead

Me:"Iwasn'tlookingforanything.Itwasringing"

Igaveittohimandhetookitandlookedatitanda

smirkedcurveduponhislips.Helookedatmeand

outthephonedown.Igotoutofthebedandpulled

thetshurtdownandtookthepillowandcoveredmy



thighs.

Me:"ngidingaukuyaekhaya(Ineedtogoback

home)"

Philani:"awuyianadwo(youarenotgoing

anywhere)"

Ilookedathimbitingmybottomlip.

Me:"canIbathatleast?"

Hetookoffhishoodieandhisbarechestwas

visiblewithalotoftattos.Onewasbiggerthatthe

othersandIgotclosetohimanditwaswritten.

Guluvaitwasonhisback.Myhandtouchedhis

backandheturned,isteppedback.

Philani:"youready?"

Inoddedandhewalkedaheadofmetothe

bathroominhisroomandIfollowed.Therewasno

bathtub.

Me:"whereisthebathtub?"

Philani:"wearegonnatakeashower"

Me:"oh"



Hewenttothelittlecabinetandtookouta

toothbrushandgaveittomewithatowelandI

thankedhimandIstoodbythesinkhestood

behindmelookingatmethroughthemirror.He

smearedtoothpasteonourtoothbrushesandthen

webrushedourteethandsilence.Finishedupand

thenIputthetoothbrushawayandhewenttoopen

theshower.Istoodthereandlookathimtakingoff

hispantsandleftwithboxersandIlookedaway.

Me:"ngizogezaemvakwakho(Iwillbathafteryou)"

Iwalkedtowardsthedoorandhepulledmeback.

Philani:"takeoffyourclotheswewillshower

together"

Myeyespoopedout.

Me:"but..."

Hetookoffthet-shirtthatIwaswearingandI

coveredmyself.Iwasnakedinfrontofhimand

tearsprickledmyeyes.Hetookoffhisboxersand

tearsleftmyeyesandhelookedatme.

Me:"Angisafuniukugeza.Celaukuhamba(Idon't



wannashoweranymorecanIleave?)"'

Philani:"wozaNdalosingaxhabani(comeNdalo

let'snotfight)"

Heopenedtheshowerdoorandhepushedmein

andgotintoo.Tearswerestillinmyeyes.He

whisperedinmyear.

Philani:"UmekahlesthandwaSan(youhaveanice

bodymylove)"

Iswollowed.Hishandswenttomywaistandthen

wenttomybuttandhesqueezedit.

Me:"ngiyakucelaPhilani(pleasePhilani)"

Philani:"(missingmyneck)ufunanisthandwaSam

(whatdoyouwant)"

Me:"Iwannagetout"

Heturnedmearoundandpinnedmeontheshower

door.

Philani:"IamtiredofyouNdaloactinglikeachild.

YouaremywomanandIamgonnaseeyourbodyif

Iwantto,fuckyouifIwanttoanddoanythingwith

youcauseIownyouNdalo"



Tearsstillstreamed.Hepickedmeupandthelook

onhisfacehewasangry.Mybraidsweregetting

wetundertherainwater.Ifelthisfingergetintomy

dad'skraal.Itwashurtingv

Me:"Philaniuyangilimaza!!(Youarehurtingme

Philani!!)"

Iscreamed.

Philani:"StopmovingNdalooritwillbeworse"

Istoppedmovingandhepushedhisfingerfurther

in.Itwaspainfulandhemoveditinsideme.

Nothinghaseverenteredtherebeforeandit'svery

unpleasant.

Philani:"FuckNdalo"

Ifeltlittletinglesallovermybodybutthepainwas

there.HetookouthisfingersandIbreathedout.I

feltsomethingrubbymytreasureanditwas

pleasuringbecauseofitsmotion.Hekissedmy

neckandItilteditmoreandthenthepaincameand

Iputmyhandsonhisshouldercrying.

Me:"Philanikubuhlunguuyangilimazangiyakucela



(Philaniyouarehurtingmepleasestop)"

Philani:"fuckNdalowaitIamalmostdone"

Me:"Butit'ssorepleasestop.Iamsorryplease

stop."

Philani:"JustshutupNdaloIamalmostdone!"

Heroaredwhilepushinghimselfintomyfather's

kraalandthenhestoppedandcursedandhe

movedinsideme.It'slikemyskinwasrippedoff

me.Ifeltnaked,likehejusttookapartofme.Itas

painful,Ifeltpaindeeperthananything.

Philani:"relaxNdalodon'tcry.Youwillenjoyitif

yourelax"

Hesmackedmybutt.

Philani:"shitNdaloimnandi(shitNdaloyouare

good.)"

Hesaidlickinghislipsandhekissedme.Thepain

wasn'tgoing.Ijustwishforhimtostop.Hepulled

outandIwashappyandheputmedown.Blood

wasdrippingontheshowerfloorandIlookedat

himandhisshafthadsomeofthebloodtoo.



Philani:"IamgladIamtheonlyonewhohas

touchedyouandwillbetheonlyone.Nowholdthe

taps"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"ithurts."

Philani:"ifwedoitmoreitwon'tnowbedNdalo"

IdoasIamtoldandhepenetratesmewithoutany

warning.Icryout.Hesmacksmybutagainand

holdsmywaisttightlywhilemovinginandoutof

mequickly.Hisbreathingcanbeheardande

kissesmybackandholdsmybraidsandarchesmy

neckback.Hisonehandisholdingmywaist.The

wayheispullingmyhairifhurtsIwon'tlieIfeellike

heisrippingitoutofmyskull.

Philani:"ngiyakuthandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

Hesayswhilestillquicklyhispaceinsidemeand

hisshaftispokingmywombIcanfeelit.Hepulls

mybraidsmoreandIcryinpain.

Philani:"ngithengiyakuthanda(IsaidIloveyou)"

Thepainwasunbearable.



Me:"ngiyakuthandaNam(Iloveyoutoo)"

Ifeltwarmthinsideofmeashenowgroanslouder

andhepullsoutandheturnsmearoundmylegs

arewobblyandmyinsideareburning.Hekissesme.

Philani:"don'tcry.Let'stakeashowerthegentsare

coming"

Iwipedmytearsandthenwebathed.Ifeelsodirty

butthatdoesn'tmeetthepaininmyheart.He

kissesmyneck.

Philani:"Iloveyou",

Youdon'tcausesomeoneyoulovepain.

[09/17,17:06] :Insert15

Iwasstandinglookingatthereflectionofwhatis

meinaphysicalformbutspirituallyIcan'tfind

myself.ThedooropensandIturnaroundandour

eyesmeet.

Philani:"come"

Iplayedwithmyfingersabitlookingdownand



makingsurethee

Tearsdon'tbetrayme.Thepaindownthereisnot

pleasant.Hewalksinclosingthedoorandpullsme

tohimandIbumphischest.Hishandbrushesmy

cheekandtearsdecidetobetrayme.

Philani:"Kusabuhlungu(isitstillsore?)"

Inod.

Me:"(softly)Nasemoyeniwam(andinmysoul)"

Philani:"Ndalotalktome"

Ilookedathim

Me:"yabalimazaabantuobathandayo?(Doyou

hurtpeopleyoulove?)"

Hefrowns.

Philani:"ididn'thurtyouNdalo"

Inoddedandgotoffhisgrip.

Me:"theyarewaiting"

HesighedandIwenttowashmyfaceandIheard

thedooropenandhehadWalkenoutandtearsleft



myeyesandIcrieditout.

.

thereseemstobeameetfestivegoingonoutside.

SimuissmilingandlaughingkissingMpesheniand

Ifeeldisgustedandhatredbuildsinforher.Ilost

mypricedpossessionovertoamanIdon'tlove,A

manwhoforcedmeandamanwhodoesn'trespect

awoman'swishes.Myeyeswondertohim.The

monsterwhotookmyvirginityandmadeithi

playground.Thesmileonnhisfacesickensmetoa

pointIfeellikevomitingandIruntothebathroom

insideandIgoandvomitinthetoilet.Tearsstream

downmyface"ungangiphoxiNdalo(don't

disappointme)"mygrandmother'slastwordsring

inmyearandtheymakemecrymore.

Me:"ngiyaxolisaGogo(Iamsorrygogo)"

Thebathroomdooropened.Ilookedupanditwas

Simu.Thesightofherdisgustedmealot.Igotup

andflushedthetoiletandwenttothesinktorinse

mymouth.



Simu:"IseeyouandPhilanislept.Yourwalkisa

giveaway"

Myhandwasitchingandwasrelievedafter.She

heldhercheekandshelookedatmeastearsran

downmycheek.

Me:"Ihateyouandyourmother.!"

Sheslappedmeback.

Simu:"youungratefulpig.Mamatookyoufrom

starvation"

Me:"sheshouldhaveletmestarve.It'sbetterthan

beinghere!"

SheslappedmeagainandIpushedhertothefloor

andwestartedpullingeachother'shair.Iwantedto

killher.It'sallherfault.Shesoldme.Iwaspicked

upbyMpesheni.

Simu:"wenaFarmJuliangizkubambaakukonakini

lah(youFarmJulietIwillcatchyou,thisisnot

yourhome)"

Mpesheni:"baby"

Me:"(crying)HambauyoshonaSimulindile



nomawakhouyezwa.(thingswillcatchupwithyou

andyourmother)"

IwiggledmyselffromMpesheni'sgrip.

Me:"Ngiyeke(leavemealone)"

HeputmedownandIwalkedoutbangingthedoor.

IwenttothebedroomandIsankinthebed.Ifelt

likekillingmyself.Thatiseasierbecausenoone

willyouwithmylife.ThedooropenedwhileIwas

inthoughtsandPhilaniwalkedin.Helookedatme

withhandsinhispocket.Seeinghimbringsback

whathappenedthismorning.

Me:"Ngiyakuzondangenhliziyoyamyonke(Ihate

youwithmywholeheart)"

Hecameandlaidnexttome.

Philani:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Ishookmyhead

Me:"ngconoungibulalemanje.Usuthathekonke

okwami(Ratherkillmenow.Youhavetaken

everythingthatismine)"

Philani:"Butyoustillhavemylove"



Ilookathim.

Me:"Uzojeziswawena.Youknownothingabout

love(youwillgetpunished.Youknownothing

aboutlove)"

Hesitsup.

Philani:"YourightNdaloIknownothingaboutlove"

Ilookedaway,hegetsontopofme.

Me:"pleasemove"

Philani:"Iwon'tdoanything.Iwon'thurtyou"

Me:"Youdid.Youdidhurtmesodon'tsaythat"

Philani:"Iamsorry.BabyIknownothingaboutlove

butIwannalearnwhatloveiswithyou"

Me:"Idon'tloveyou.Ihateyou.Idespiseyou"

Philani:"Ungakusholokho,inzondointoenkulu.

Yeahminangizondwafuthingizondwaabantu

abaningikodwawenababyungayenzileyonto

(don'tsaythat.Hateisaverybigthing,yeahIam

hatedandIamhatedbyalotofpeoplebutbaby

don'thateme"



Ilookedathim.

Me:"why?"

Philani:"becauseIloveyou"

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"canyougetoffmeyouarekillingme"

Hestoodup.

Philani:"IamknowforbadthingsNdaloandI

won'tsayIamalwaysproudofthembutthat'swho

Iam.NgiyuGuluvawalahNdalobutIwantyouto

stickbyme.Iwantyoutoteachmepatienceand

loveandactuallyhaveaheart.Iwantyouwithme

buttherethingsIdon'ttoleratelikeattitudeand

rollingyoureyesorIwilltakethemout"

Me:"Iamhungry"

Philani:"let'sgoeat"

Inoddedandwewalkedoutoftheroom.Iwas

scaredofhimbutIdon'twanthimtotrampallover

me.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:06] :Insert16

AweekhaspassedandSimuhasleftforher

school.Iwasquiethappyabitbecausesinceshe

came.Mylifehasbeennothingbuttrouble.

BabuDumiwasbackandmydearofhimhaskicked

in.Hewouldocassionallytouchmeandmakeit

seemlikehewaspassing.Philanieverynightwas

wantingtoseemeandsomedaysIrefusedandhe

wouldbereallyangry.IamscaredofhimbutIcan't

lethimwalkontopofme.Heistryingtobepatient

buthistempergetsthebestofhim.KuhleandMs

LangahaveleftandIhadjustdonemopingthe

houseandIsatoutonthestoop.Ilovedsitting

outsideandbeinginmythoughtsasusual.

Someonesatnexttomeanditwas.BabuDumi.His

handwenttomythighandrubbedthereandIstood



up.

BabuDumi:"sitdownNdaloandlet'senjoytheview

"

Helickedhislips.

Me:"Ineedtogobuybread."

IwalkedinsideandIwenttothebedroomandI

woremyshoesandtookthemoneyMsLangagave

meforbreadandIturnedandhewasleaningbythe

doorwithhiscast.Hewalkedinandclosedit.My

kneestrembled

Me:"Babangicelaukuhamba(PleasecanIgo?)"

BabuDumi:"Let'ssitdownabit"

HesatonthebedandIlookedathim.Hepatted

nexttohimandIslowlysatdown.

BabuDumi:"Sondelaungasabi(comeclose.Don't

bescared)"

Me:"IamokwhereIam"

Hemovedcloserwhilebitinghisbottomlip.

babuDumi:"Bayakutshelaumuhlekanjani?(Do



theytellyouhowbeautifulyouare?)"

Iswollowed.Imovedbackandhemovedcloser.

HishandwenttomythighandItouchedhisto

removehisbuthisgripwasstrong.

Me:"isandlababa(yourhand)"

babuDumi:"siritelahsikhona(it'sfinewhereitis)"

HemoveditandIsighofreliefandherubsmy

cheek.

BabuDumi:"khonaosekewakulala(hasanyone

sleptwithyou?)"

Ithoughtaboutmyanswercarefully.WhatifIsay

yesthatPhilanididtakemyvirginityandBabuDumi

andMsLangachasemeaway?Iamscaredto

wonderonmyowninthecruelprovince.

Me:"Cha(no)"

Hekissedmyneckandwhisperedinmyear.

BabuDumi:"Kuhle(good)"

Imovedbackandhestoodupandhehoveredme.

Tearsleftmyeyes.



Me:"Babacelausukephezukwami(pleasecan

youmovefromme)"

BabuDumi:"siyadlalakancaneNdalo.Ngifuna

ukubonanjeqha(wearejustplaying.Iwanttosee

thatall)"

Me:"pleaseletmego"

babuDumi:"justanhourthenIamdone"

HeunbuckleshispantsandIpushhimwithmylegs

andIruntothedoorandIrunoutofthehouse.Iget

tothegateandIopenitfastandIrunsomethehot

streetbarefootedasIleftmyshoesatthegatewith

tearsallovermyface.Whydomenwanttotake

advantageofme?Breakmeandhurtme?

IstopwhenIseethatIamfarfromthestreetIam

livingin.IwalkjustwalkinmythoughtsandIpass

acornerandwhistlesroundupfromtheboyswho

arestandingthere.

"Eyimamazwozalahngizokuphathasexygrand

blind(eyomama.Comehere,Iwilltreatyousexy

andgood)"



IignoredthemandsomeoneheldmywaistandI

turnedaroundjumpinganditwasoneoftheguys

whowereinthetroop.

"Celainumberyakhongikuringelelateryinimanje

mfwethuwazitshelangathi(CanIhaveyour

numbersoIcancallyoulater,what'sup?Whyare

youactinghighlevelonus)"

Acarroaredasthisguywasstillstandinginfrontof

meanditwasMpesheniandPhilaniandother

BMWcarsfollowing.Ibitmybottomlip.Philani

jumpedoutbeforethecarcouldstopholdingagun

inhishandandsmokingacigarettelikewithno

careintheworld.

Philani:"yah,Zikhiphanilahmfwethu?(yes,whatis

goingonhere?)"

Guy:"Nkalakatha,bengithinamingiyazamaZama

ngivukengomuntu(Nkalakatha.Iwasalsotrying

hereandmaybescoremyselfsomething)"

Philanitakesapuffandchuckles.Hemotionswith

hisheadandMpesheniholdstheguydowntothe

floorandPhilaniputshisfootontheguy'shead.



Steppingonhim.

Philani:"uzamangencwaiiYami,VukangeMedi

yam(youaretryingwithmygirl.Youwanttoscore

withmygirl?)"

Guy:"HadeGrootmanbengingazi(SorrybossI

didn'tknow)"

Hewasshakinglikealeaf.Philanisteppedharder

onhisheadandtheguyscreamed.Thiswasnot

pleasant.

Philani:"yangijwayelawena(youareshiftingon

me)"

Heliftedhislegoffhisheadandcrouchednextto

hisfaceandtookapuffoffhiscigaretteandhe

liftedonhisfaceastheguychoked.Itwashotand

theguywassweating.Heburnedhischeekwitha

cigaretteastheguycriedandIlookedaway.They

laughed.

Philani:"YazMpeshenimfwethu(Mpeshenimy

friend)Ididn'tknowthatFuneralsongmomusedto

sing"



Mpesheni:"Yeahkombeithini?(Whatisitagain?)"

Otherguy:"Amagugu"

Philani:"yeah"

Theguywascrying.Ifeltsorryforhim.

Mpesheni:"usuzichameleNdoda(youpeedon

yourselfman)"

Theylaughed.IwalkedtoPhilaniwhostillhadthe

guninhishand

Me:"Celasambe(pleasecanweleave)"

Philani:"Babyangikakaqedi(babyIamnotdone)"

Ijustcried.Hehuggedme.

Philani:"Sazobonanaboy(wewillseeeachother

boy)"

Theylettheguygo.Iwascryingandthinkinghow

muchmylifeisfullofdramaandpain.

Philani:"talktomebaby"

Me:"hetouchedme"

Philani:"whotouchedyou?"



Me:"BabuDumi....ubefunaukulalanamikodwa

ngibalekile(BabuDumi,hewantedtosleepwithme

butIranaway)"

Hewassilent.Ilookedupandragewasonhisface.

Mpesheni:"asimvakasheleokokugcinanamhlanje

(let'svisithimforthelasttime)"

Philani:"getinthecarNdalo"

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Philani:"IsaidgetinthecarNdaloorIwillresortto

somethingIwillregret"

Igotinthebackseatandtheygotinfrontandit

droveoff.

Mpesheni:"sivayanaye?(arewegoingwithher?

)"

Philani:"AsiyeeBraamfonteinayikhointo

esizoyenzamesesiyabuya(let'sgoto

Braamfontein,thereisnothingwecandothenwe

willcomeback)"

Mpesheninoddedandthedrivewaysilentbut

musicwasplaying.Aftersometimewegotinto



anotherplace.Inoticedtallbuildings.Ilookedout

ofthewindow.

Me:"Silaphi?(Wherearewe?)"

Mpesheni:"Johannesburg"

Inodded.Theystoppedinfrontofabuildingandwe

gotout.WalkingwiththemIfeltsmall.Philaniheld

mywaist.Ijumpedabit.

Philani:"relaxungasabi(relaxdon'tbescared)"

Inoddedandwegottoaflatandthentheyknocked

onceandmadetheirwayinandtheplacelookeda

nice.Wellkept.

Philani:"Magcingwane!"

Heputhisgunbehindhimandhefixedhisshirtand

agrownwomancameout.

Woman:"yiniumsindo(whatthenoise?)"

Philani:"Ngiletheumuntu(Ibroughtsomeone)"

Woman:"Awife?",

Shesmiledlookingatme.



Philani:"no.YouknowIdon'tdothat"

Woman:"PhilaniIwanttogohome.Idon'twanna

livehere"

Philani:"youwilljustaweek"

Woman:"hi,awusemuhle.Idarkieelihle(,hi,youare

sobeautiful.Darkbeauty)"

Shehuggedme.

Philani:"wewillseey'all"

Hekissedmycheek.

Philani:"ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyou)"

Inoddedandtheywalkedoutandisasleftinthis

placewiththiswoman.

.

.

.
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.



.

Iwassittingonthecouchwhilewonderingwhen

amIgoinghomeorwherePhilanihadgoneto.This

womanisnice.IhavelearntthatsheisPhilani's

motherandIfeltabitrelievedinawaythatatleast

it'ssomeoneheknowsthanstrangerswhowillsell

methenextminute.

Her:"'SoNdalotellmeareyoustudying?"

Ishookmyheadwhileshewasplacingteacutlery

infrontofus.

Me:"Cha(no)"

Shesmiled.

Her:"umuhlengeke(youaresobeautiful)"

Me:"thankyou"

Idon'tknowhowmanytimesshehastoldmethat

today.ThedooropensasIamexpectingMpesheni

andPhilanitosurfacethenabeautifulwomanwith

thoselonghairandnailswithashortdress.Itsites

herbecauseofherslimbody.Shewaslikethosetv

starsfollowedinbycreepylookingguys.Yousee



thepeoplePhilaniisalwayswith.Thethugtypeyes

buttheseoneswerejusthardcorelookingthugsto

mebutIwon'tsayanything.Iwasshakingthere

onthesofa.

Lady:"Mommyinlawdearest!!"

Hervoicewasclearlyloudandmuskedtobemore

deeperthanmine.Minewasofachildlike.Sweet

tasetlike.Theladythrewherexpensivelookingbag

onthetableandshetookoffhershadesandshe

sighedandlookedatme.Isippedonmyteaand

continuedlookingatthetvprogramonchannel331.

Mah:"Howareyou?HowisDurbanwhereis

Thembinkosi?"

Lady:"(movinghereyesfromme)Iamgood

mama.JustgotbackfromshoppinginSandtonan

ouragoandDurbanisok.Thembinkosiisoutside.

YouknowhimandhisHustle"

Mahsmiledandsighed.Iguessthehustledoesn't

haveapropername.

Lady:"whoisthis?Issheyourmaid?"



Isippedonmyteaandkeptquiettakinginallthat

sheissaying.

Mah:"Cha.UletweuPhilani,akashongolutho

emvakwalokho(No,shewasbroughthereby

Philani.Shedidn'tsayanythingafterthat.)"

Mahsippedonherteaandthesementhatarein

thisroomaremakingmefeelsmallandscared.

ThedooropenedandMoremenwalkedinbutone

washoldingaphoneanddressedadifferentkindof

outfit.Whiteshirtwiththatisunbuttonedatsome

areas.Tuckedoutwithblackjeansandsneakers.

Alotoftattoosthatsomeevengouptohisnecka

scarbyhisdarkishlipsandonebyhislefteye.Had

agoldchainaroundhisneckandaringalso.He

hadthemostfearinglookever.Helooked

hardcorescarierthanPhilaniis.Istoodupputting

myteadown.

Me:"MahcanIusethebathroom?"

Mah:"yourfirstlefthoney"

InoddedandIwalkedtothebathroomandItooka

pee.Iwasscaredforlife.Ilookedatmyself



throughthemirrorwhenIwaswashingmyhands

andIjustcriedmyselfandleteverythingjustwash

overme.Imissmygrandmothereverysingleday.

"Ndaloungangiphoxi"(Ndalodon'tdisappointme

)"IfeellikeIdisappointedhertheminuteIletMe

Langaintomynotokhome.TheminuteIagreedto

comewithMsLangatoacityIhaveneverbeeninto.

MeetingpeopleIdon'tknowandMsLanga.After

sometimeofcrying.Iwashmyfaceandwipeit

withthebigtowelthatwasinthebathroomandI

openedthedoorandgotout.IwasstillinwhatI

waswearingearlieranditwastheafternoonnow.

ThemanwasseatedoppositeTheladyand

Philani'smother.Hewasseatedatmyseatand

therewasnootherplacetosit.

Mah:"ohyoutooksolongNdalo.Areyouok?"

Me:"yebomahNgikahle(yesmahIamok)"

Ifakesasmile.Iwasfidlingwithmyfingersscared

asever.Thepresenceofmenscaresme.

Mah:"NdalothisisPhilani'solderbrother

Thembinkosiangazilahemgwaqenibambizabani



andunkosikaziwakhelohuLondekaMajola(Ndalo

thisisPhilani'solderbrotherThembinkosi,Idon't

knowwhattheycallhimatthestreetsandthisis

hiswifeLondekaMajola)"

InoddedcauseIdon'tknowwhattosay.Thelook

fromthewifeasifshewasdisgustedbyme.The

lookfromhersonwasintimidatingmeandspine

chilling.

Londie:"Owalaphi?(Whereareyoufrom?)"

Me:"Msinga"

Londie:"KantifarmJulia(OhyouarefarmJuliet)"

Themanstoodup.

Him:"IamgoingtoSoweto.Iwillbebackthenwe

willleave"

Mah:"soearly.Aren'tyoustayingafewdays"

Him:"Chamah.Besizokubonanje,IspanSam

singimeleeThekwini(nomah.Wejustcameto

checkonyou.WorkwaitsformeinDurban)"

Mah:"Oh"



Shesoundeddisappointed.Helookedatmeina

seriousfacebeforewalkingout.Ibreathedout

small.

Londie:"Uyayithandalentoyakhe.Cishengafa

ngizalah(heloveshisthing.Ialmostdiedonmy

wayhere)"

Mah:"letmeliedownabit"

Shewalkedaway.Iwasleftalonewiththisscary

woman.

Londie:"WenaFarmJuliadedaendodeniYami

ingazeulimale(youFarmJuliet.Stayawayfrom

mymanbeforeyougethurt)"

Ilookedatherandshestoodupandwenttothe

bedroom.

.

.

It'satnighttimeandMsLangaandKuhleare

probablywonderingwhereIam.Sinceeveryone

leftmeIsataloneinmyownthoughts.Thedoor

openedandmyeyesMet.Hisandhehaschanged.



Iwasstucktothesofaandmovedmyeyesbackto

thetv.HisbrotherwalkedinwithMpesheni.

Him:"callLondie"

Hesaidlookingatme.

Philani:"uzelahmessuqedile(comeherewhen

youaredone)."

InoddedandIwalkedoff.Icouldfeeleyesonme.

IknockedlightlyintheroomLondiewasinandshe

wastakingtosomeoneonthephone.

Londie:"Yiniwenaufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Me:"Umyeniwakhoiyakucela(Yourhusbandis

lookingforyou)"

Shetookherhighshoesandbagandshepushed

memakingherwayoutwhileIcameincontactwith

thewallandthentriedtogainmyselfbefore

walkingout.Philanistoodupandalreadytheyhave

left.Hepulledmebymywaist.

Philani:"Ngifunaukubanawenamhlanje(Iwantto

bewithyoutoday)"

Me:"MsLangamustbeworried"



Philani:"Ndaloyouaremywomanngekengizwe

ngalowoyangizwasengishilo(Iwon'thearfromher

,youhearme?)"

Helookedangry.Inodded.

"Don'tshoutather"

Philani:"Mahdon'tgetinvolved"

Hepulledmeroughlybyhishandandwewalked

outwalked

.

.

.
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HewasstillgrippingmesotightthatIfeltlike

crying.Itwasreallyhurtinganditdoesn'thelphow

shortiam tohim.

Me:"Philaniuyangilimazangiyaxolisa(Philaniyou



arehurtingme.Iamsorry)"

Hestoppednexttohiscarandhepinnedmeonit

andhoveredmebeforehisfisthitnexttomyhead.

Philani:"Ndalouyakhohlwaukuthi

ngikuphethe(NdaloyouforgetthatIownyou)"

Inoddedwithtearsinmyeyes.

Philani:"getinside"

HewentaroundandIgotinthecarandhedroveoff.

Therewassilence.HeisangryandIdon'twanna

sayanything.Myarmisthrobbingfromthegriphe

washoldingmein.Hecursesandtakesout

cigarettesfromhispocketwithalighterandlightsit

upandsmokeswhileopeningthewindowandIdo

thesameandlookoutside.Thecoldbreezehits

myskinanddriesupallmytearsandIsigh.My

heartfeelssoheavy.

WearriveinSowetoandgotohisplace.Heparks

hiscarandwegetoutandIfollowhiminsidethe

houseandhegoestothekitchen..Isitonthe

couchandhecomesbacksmokinganother

cigaretteanddrinkingwhiskey.



Philani:"tomorrowyouwillgotothemallandbuy

Clothes.Youaremovinginwithme."

Iwasabouttotalkwhenhegavemeadeathstare

andIlookeddown.Iwishinevercamehere.

Philani:"comehere"

Istandupandgotohimandheputshiscigarettein

thewhiskeyandpullsmetohislapandcaresses

mycheekandwipesmytears.

Philani:"usuyadelela.(youarerudenow)youused

tobescaredofmeandrespectme"

Ilookedathim.

Philani:"respectmeandlistentomeandIwillgive

youallfinerthingsinlifeandtreatyoulikeaQueen

"

Inodded.Hekissedmycheek.

Philani:"ngiyakuthandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

Inodwhilefiddlingwithmyfingers.

Philani:"Lookatme"

Ilookedathim



Philani:"ngithengiyakuthanda(IsaidIloveyou)"

Me:"ngiyakuthandaNam(Iloveyoutoo)

HesmiledandkissedmeandIreturnedit.Ihate

him.Idon'tlovehim.Ineedawaytoescape.He

stoodupwithme.

Philani:"comeletmeshowyouhowmuchIlove

you"

Hesayswhilerunningmybutasheheadtohis

bedroom.

.

.

IhavebeenupsincePhilanileftatweekhoursof

morning.HethoughtIwasasleepbutIheardhim

takeashowerandleave.Ireflectedalotofthings

duringthattime.Sexwithhimisnotpleasant.It

hiswaywhichisroughornowayatall.Igotoffthe

bedasthesunisabouttorise.Itookthecovers

andIwentwiththemtothebathroomandputthem

inthebasketandItookashower.AfteroneIgot



out.ImissKuhleandMsLangaalot.Theygave

melovethroughallofthis.TearsleftmyeyesandI

heardthedooropenandIkeptmysobstomyself.

Heappeareddirty.HesmiledbutIcouldn'treturnit.

Hestrippedandgotintheshowerandheheldme

whilekissingmyforehead.

Philani:"bengicabangangizokutholausalele(I

thoughtIwouldfindyouasleep)"

Ishookmyheadandhekissedmyneck.

Philani:"Imissedyou,didyoumissme?"

InoddedbutdeepinsideIwaslikenoIdidn't.His

kissestrailedtomyneckthenshouldersandthen

hishandswenttomybreastsandIcouldfeelhis

shaftpokingmyback.Iwantedtosaysomething

buthishandalreadymadeitswaydowntomyhole

andhisfingerslippedin.Itwassore.Iflinched.

Philani:"don'tmove"

HestartedtomoveitinmeandItookitoutasit

hurts.HeseemedannoyedwhenIturned.

Philani:"YinilehNdalo(whatisthisNdalo?)"



Me:"I....Ingiseskhathiningekesikwazi(Iamonmy

periods)"

HeclickedhistongueandgotoutandIbreathed

outandstayedabutandgotout.Isawhisclothes

andtheyhadblood.Ican'timaginetheperson

behindit.Igotinthebedroomandhehandedme

clothes.

Philani:"Simuboughttheseforyouandyour

cosmetics"

Inodded

Me:"Thanks"

IgotlotionedanddressedandImadesureIworea

pad.Hewaswatchingme.

Philani:"Shintsangobasizohambamanje(change

becausewewillgonow)"

Me:"Towhere?"

Helookedatme.

Philani:"Spinfest"

Inoddedandheheldmefrombehind.



Philani:",,IloveyouNdaloandIdon'twannahurt

you.Iamtryingheretobebetterforyou"

Ijustnodded.Heisnotbetter.Heisananimal.

Me:"Letmechange.

Iwenttochange

.

.

.
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IfinallygotdoneandPhilanitookhiscarkeysand

Gunoutofnowhere.Iswallowedwhenhechecked

iftherearebulletsandheputitbehindhimand

lookedatme.

Philani:"Asambe(let'sgo)"

Wewalkedoutandpeoplewouldjustlookandwe

gotinthecarandhedroveoff.Iwaslooking



outsidethewindow.Iwonderwhereareallthe

othercarsheownbecauseIhaven'tseenthemin

hisyard.

Me:"canIvisitKuhletomorrow?It'saSaturday"

Helookedatmeandbackontotheroad.

Philani:"yeahsurebutyouwillcomebackearly.I

don'ttrustthosepeople"

Me:"TheyaretheonlypeopleIknowhere."

Hefrowned.

Philani:"ngiyinikuwenaNdalo(whatamItoyou

Ndalo?)"

Iswollowed.Idon'twanttoanswerthatinawayhe

wouldn'tlike.

Philani:"Musaukungithathakancaneiyangicasula

lentoyakho(Stoppetronizingme.It'sirritating)"

Ilookedoutsidethewindow.

Philani:"Youhearme?"

Me:"Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)"



HeturnsuptheradioandIkeepquiet.Idon'teven

lookhiswaybutkeepmyeyesoutofthiscar.I

thinkIshouldpray.WhenwasthelasttimeIprayed

toGod.Wegottoaplacewheretherearefullof

carsbutmostlyGusheshe's.IsawSimuand

MpesheniandIknewIwasannoyedtoseeher.We

gotoutandLondiewashere.PleaseLordbewith

metoday.Iclosedmyeyessayingthatandwegot

tothemandPhilanigreetedhisGroup.

Simu:"Ndaloasisabingelelwasibadala?(Ndalo

youdon'tgreetuswhenweareolderthanyou)"

Me:"Sanibonani(hello)"

Mpesheni:"Guluvakazi"

Londielaughed.

Londie:"Yohuyayaziinhlamvuloh(doessheknow

abulletthisone?)"

Philani:"Chakodwamawungavalilom'lonyana

wakhoNgizokufakainhlamvu(ifyoudon'tshutup

yourmouthIwillmakeyouswallowbullets)"

Londie:"UMsheksngekeayivumeleyo(Msheks



won'tletithappen)"

Mpesheni:"Ungazithembikakhulu(don'ttrust

yourselftoomuch)"

Londieclickedhertongue.

"Kwenzakalanilah.Kwanxashwa(whatisgoingon

here.?Whyaretherepeopleclickingtheirtongues.

)"

Londie:"WeshouldhavewenttoDurbanyesterday

"

Herhusbandlooksather.

Him:"Londiesinganyelani,ukuziphathaukugcine

lehhayilah(Londiedon'tshitonme.Beingyour

ownbossyoudoitoutsidenothere)"

Therewassilence.Herhusbandlookedmy

directionandIlookedaway.Heintimidatesme.He

throwshiscarkeystoPhilaniandwhistles.

Him:"VayaNdoda(Goman)"

Philaniwhisperstome.

Philani:"behave."



Inoddedandhewalkedofftooneofthe

Gusheshe'sanddrivesofftogospin.Thenoise

canbeheard.

Simu:"Ndalolet'sgogetdrinks"

Londie:"Nx"

ShewalksofffirstandIfollowSimuwhogoesin

thedirectionLondiewent.Wegotthereanditwas

aminitruckthatsellsalcohol.Londieordershers

andIdon'tdrinknorknowthesestuff.Simudoes

thesameandorders.Ijuststandthere.Londie

turnsandalcoholspillsonme.

Londie:"awunceseNana(SorryNana)"

Iamdrenchedinalcohol.

Me:"(smiling)It'sok"

Simu:"thebathroomisthere"

ShepointattheportabletoiletsandIdon'tknow

howthatwouldhelpbutInodandIwalkoff.My

dressisruined.Shedidthatonpurpose.Iwas

headingtooneandIopenedit'sdoorwhen

someonespoke.



"Elabeslisa(Itsformen)"

IclosedthedooranditwasLondie'sscaryhusband

smoking.HewasholdingagunandIswollowed.

Him:"It'sthatside......elabesifazane(fortheladies

)"

Inodded.

Me:"Thankyou.....aretheretaps?"

Iamstilllookingdown.

Him:"NgibhekemawukhukumaNam.Angikho

phansi(lookatmewhenyoutalktome.Iamnot

onthefloor)"

IswollowedandmyeyestwichingandIlookedat

him.Hewastakingapuffsmoking.Hisshirtwas

openAtattoowrittenMajolawasonhischestbut

therestwerescary.Iswollowed.

Him:"Repeatwhatyousaidnow"

Iwasmorenervousandscared.

Me:"...are......aretheretap..tapsaroundIneed

water"



Helooksatmefromthebottomandhiseyesgoup

withmyheightandhereachesmyeyesandthey

lockandIlookdown.

Hethrowshisstudawayandletoutapuff.Iwant

toleavealready.

Him:"Thereisnowater.Wozakodwa(come

though)"

Iwaspanicking

Me:"Changiyabonga.Kumelengibuyele.Mhlampe

bayangibheka(nothankyou.Ihavetogoback.

Maybetheyarelookingforme"

Iturnedandwalkedoffbutheheldmyupperarm

softlyandIjumped.

Him:"Ngekengikwenzelutho.Ufunaamanziangini

?(Iwon'tdoanything.Youwantwaterright?)"

Inoddedslowly"

Him:"comethen"

HewalkedoffandIwasdebatingifIshouldfollow

him.Ilookedbackandthespinfestishypedup.I

hopePhilanidoesn'tthinkotherthingswithhiswife.



Ifollowedhimandwewalkedtohiscar.Itwas

blackandtintedBMWX6andheopenedtheboot

andtookoutabagandwaterbottles.Hegavethem

tome.

Him:"Ngenaemotweniukhumuleugqokelokho

okulaphomeseinguboyakhouyilungise(getinthe

carandtakeoffyourclothesthenyoufixyourdress

)"

Ilookedathim.

Him:"Ndalongekengikwenzeluthongifunga

ubabaethuneni(NdaloIwon'tdoanythingtoyou.I

swearonmydad'sgrave)"

Isighandgetinthecarwiththebagandbottles

andIopenthebagandithassweatpantswithat-

shirtandItakeoffmydressandIwearthatand

thenIhopoutandtakethewaterbottlestoclean

mydress.

Him:"let'stakeittothedryclean.Itwillbequick"

Me:"uPhilaningekeayithandelento.Unkosikazi

wakhouzokwenzaokuningikunokuthiacithe

utshwalaengubeniyam(Philaniwon'tlikethat.



Yourwifewilldomorethanspillalcoholonme.)"

Him:"ngekebathandekakhulumabekubona

ugqokeingubozam(theywon'tlikeitmorewhen

theyseeyouwearingmyclothes)"

Ilookedatmyself.Heisright.Isigh

Me:"ok"

HeopenedthefrontdoorformeandIsayalittle

prayerandhopin.Heishelpingme.Heclosedthe

doorandwalkedslowlytohissideashisshirtblew

aroundasitisopen.Youcanseeheisanactive

person.HestartshiscaranddrivesoffandIpray

thatPhilanidoesn'tfindoutbecausehewillkillme.

Hehastoldmebefore.

Him:"Howdidyoumeetmybrother?"

Ilookathim.

Me:"throughSimu"

Henods.

Him:"Youlovehim?Philaniistoomuchattimes

justlikeme"



Ilookaway.Idon'tlovehim.AlwayslieandsayI

lovehimwhenheforcesme..

Me:"Cekasingakhulumingaye(pleasecanwenot

talkabouthim)"

Henodded.

Me:"MsebenziMunilohenuwenzayo(whatwork

doy'alldo?)"

Iknowthattheyarecriminals.It'salloverthem.

Heclenchedhisjaw

Him:"umsulwakakhuluukuthiuwazi(youaretoo

innocenttoknowit)"

Inoddedandhelooksatmeandbacktotheroad.

Heislessintimidatingnowthathetalksorishe

calmer.?

Him:"whereareyoufrom?Youdon'tseemlikethe

citygirl"

Me:"Msinga"

Him:"Kzn.Uyakwazinjeukupheka?(Canyoucook?

)"



Me:"Ngiyakwazi.Nokucleanafuthiukusindakonke

engafundiswaugogongiyakwazi(Icanandcan

cleananddoallthingsmygrandmothertaughtme

)"

Henods.

It'ssilentagain.Wegettothedrycleanandhe

leavesmydressthereandinanhourwewillcome

collectit.wewentbacktothecarandheopened

thedoorforme.IamnotusedtoitandIthanked

him.Hedoesn'tsmileandalwayshasastraight

intimidatingface.Hegoestohissideandhe

drivesoff.

Him:"Yazingilambile(youknowIamhungry)"

Hejustleftthemallwherethereareplacesoffood.

Me:"oh"

HekeepsquietanddrivestoJohannesburg.Iknow

wearethere.

Me:"Siyaphi?(Wherearewegoing?)"

Heignoresmeandhedrivestillhegetstoaplace

withbeautifulbuildingsandthenheparksoutsidea



flatandhegetsout.Ilookathimashecomesby

mysideandheopensthedoor.

Him:"WozaNdalo(comeNdalo)"

Igetoutandheclosesthedoorandtakesmyhand

andIjump.

Him::"ngekengikwenzelutho(Iwon'tdoanything

)"

Philanisaidthosewordsandhehurtsmeevery

chancehegets.WhoamItohisbrotheraswell.

Olderoneforthatmatter.WegouptheElevator

andintoaflatheopensandwearein.Hethrows

thekeysonthecounterandit'sbeautiful.Hegoes

tothefridgeandtakesoutabeerandhejumpson

thecounterandtakesoffhisshirt.Hischainis

danglingonhisneck.

Him:"Phekangilambile(cookIamhungry)"

Ipopmyeyesandfiddlewithmyfingers.

Him:"Ndalo"

Me:"ucelani??(Whatdoyouwant?")"

Him:"Amazeme"



InodandheinstructsmewherethingsareandIgo

washmyhands.HisstareonmeisIntense.Istart

thechoppingandIamgonnamakeRicewithoxtail

stewandButternut.Wehavelittletime.Istartto

cookandheislookingatmeandIknowit.His

stareisweighingonme.InsometimelaterIam

done.

Me:"canyougositdown?"

Hejumpsoffthecounterandgoestothelounge

areaandIbreathedoutwhileIdishedupforhim

andthentookalilbowelandfilledwaterandwent

tohimandwentonmyknees.That'showi

rememberhowgogosaidimustdoEverytimeI

serveaman.Heputshisbeerdownandhesitsup

andwashedhishandswhilelookingatme.Yohhis

eyesareheavy.Istandupafterhewipedhishands

andIgoandtakehisfoods.IamnothungryandI

goandservehimandhetookthefoodandIwentto

thekitchenandstayedthere.Aftersometimehe

camebackandhisplatewasclean.Itookit.

Him:"youcancook.



Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Iwashedthedishes.

Him:"howoldareyou?"

Me:"19years"

Henods.

Me:"wena?(You?)"

Hechuckled.ThatwasthefirsttoseeHimslightly

smileandit'sdeep.

Him:"akekhoowaziiminyakaYami.Ngisho

noLondieakazi(nooneknowsmyage.Even

Londiedoesn't)"

Me:"Oh"

Ibecamesilent.

Him:"Ngimdalakodwakunawe.Kakhulu(Iam

olderthanyou.Alotolder)"

Me:"ngingaqagela?(CanIguess?)"

HenodsAndIlookathim.Helooksbetween27

and28.



Me:"youare28",

Hechuckled.

Him:"Ilookthatyoung"

Ifrown",

Me:"kantiakuyona?(,It'snotyourage?)"

Heshookhishead.

Him:"ngobaungiphekelekamnandingizokutshela

(sinceyoucookedsonicelyformeIwilltellyou)",

Ismiled.

Him:"39"

Iamsorrywhat?Heis20yearsolderthanme?

Me:"Yoh"

Hechuckledagain

Me:"Zinangakiinganezakho?(Howoldareyour

kids?)"

Him:"Idon'thavetimeforkids.Indlelaengiphila

ngayonomnkamiasimelelwaingane(thewayIlive

andthewaymywifeis.Wearenotfitforkids)"



Me:"Kumelenadiseigamalakini.UgogoAbe

nabazukuluabzontanta(youhavetoexpandthe

nameandyourgrannyhavegrandkidsrunning

around)"

Hechuckled.

Him:"myfamilywouldloveyou.Youarewife

material"

ThethoughtofmarryingPhilanimademecringe.

Him:"Whatdoyouwannastudy?"

Me:"lawbutIdon'tthinkPhilaniwillallowmetoo.

Hemadeitclear"

Him:"iwishmywifewasambitiousandhalfofwho

youare."

Ilookedathimandheclearedhisthroat.Iwipedthe

sink.

Me:givehertime"

Hejustshookhishead.

Him:"ifhedoesn'tIamhappytopayforyoutobea

lawyeroneday"



Ismiled.Thatmademehappy.

Me:"ngingabonga(Iwouldbethankful)"

IwishPhilaniwascalm likehisbrother.Scaryon

theoutsidebutsoftinsidemaybeIwouldhavefell

forhim.Thehugescaronhischestwasnoticable.I

don'tknowwhatattractsmetoscarsbuttheytella

story.ItoucheditandhishandwasonmineandI

movedback

Me:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Him:"noit'snoproblem"

Iwaslookingatit.Itseemeddeep.

Me:"Whathappened?"

Him':"youwanttotouchit?"

Inoddedandhetookmytinyhandandplacediton

hischestandIranmyfingersthereonhisscarasit

stoppedonhisbellybutton.Hisstomachwas

roughwiththosethingsyoucallpacks.

Him:"Igotstabbed...byMystepfather.Philani's

father



Ishotmyeyestohimashelookeddownonme.

Me:"Whydidhedothat?"

Him:"hedidn'tlikeme.Hewasanabusiveman,

hewasbeatingmomandIhadtoprotecther"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Him:"youaretheonlyoneIhavetoldaboutthe

scar"

Healmostdiedlah.Phelait'sthatdeep.Heholds

myhandandhestepscloserandmyheadisfacing

hischest.Heliftsmyfaceuptohisleveltoface

him.

Him:'"umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Iswollowed.

Me:"thankyou"

Histhumbbrushesmycheekandhislipsareon

mineandhiswarmbreathingjustthetopofmylip.

Myheartisracingabnormally.Mystomachwas

occupiedwithaforeignfeelingofastampedein

there.Butterfliesflutteringandmybodyshivered..

heslightlyseperatedmylipsandheldmywaistand



Irespondedaswell.Itwasslowandnotrushed.I

tooktimetoenjoyitaswell.Heheldmegentlywith

careandpulledmybymywaistclosertohimand

hegroanedandImoanedaswell.Ibrokethekiss

whenPhilani'sfaceflashedthroughmymindandI

putmyhandsonhischest.

Me:"Iamsorry.Weshouldn'thavedonethat"

HeclearedhisthroatifPhilanifindsouthewillkill

me.

Him:(clearhisthroat)IamsorryNdalo.Ikissed

youwhenIknowIammarried"

Ilookedathim.Tearsweldedmyeyes.Thatwas

thefirsttimeIenjoyedbeingtouchedbyamanand

domorethanjusthug.Ifeltsecurebutthiswas

wrong.Hewipedmytears.

Him:"Don'tcry."

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"don'tworryaboutme.Weshouldgo"

Ilefthimbuthepulledmetohim.

Him:"Ndalotalktome"



Me:"Iamscaredofyourbrother"

Ilefthimlikethatandwalkedoutandjustcried.

.

.

.
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IwipedmytearswhenIheardfootstepsandthe

doorclosingbehindmeandIjustlookedintospace.

HetouchedmyshoulderslightlyandIbackedaway.

Him:"Asambe(let'sgo)"

Inoddedandwewalkedtohiscar.Wegotin.He

stillopenedthedoorformeandIthankedhim

beforehedrivesoff.Itimetohimbecausethisarea

looksbeautifulandquiet.

Me:"wherearewe?"

Heconcerntrateontheroadandit'ssilent.Ilook



outthewindowandadmiretheplacesandbuildings

wearepassing.

Him:"Sandton"

HesaysaftersometimeandIkeepquietaswell.

It'ssilentinthecar.HedrivestothemallandIstay

inthecarwhilehegoesinsideandcomesbackwith

mydressinplastic.Heopensmydoorandpulls

meout.

Him:"Goandchangeinthebathrooms.",

Me:"wherearethey?"

Him:"ngizokutshengisa(Iwillshowyou)"

Inodandheclosedthedoorandwalksinfrontof

me.Icanseehisgunslightlybeingvisiblebutonly

becauseIamwalkingclosebyandwegetinside

themallandIgetinthebathroomsandIgoand

changeinthetoilet.AfterIamdone.Igetoutand

foldedtheclothesbythesinkandIlookedatmyself

throughthemirror.Myeyesarepuffyandsoasmy

nosebutit'snotnoticablesinceIamdarkinskin

colour.Iwashmyfaceanddryitwiththebig

tissuesandIfixmyhairandthenIwalkoutofthe



bathroomandheisleaningbythewall.

Me:"Sesingahamba(wecanleave)"

Helooksatmefromthebottomtothetopandnods

beforehewalksoffandIfollow.Wegetinsidehis

carandhedrivesoffbacktoWherethespinfestis.

Thecarstopsatthespotheparkedatearlier.Ijump

offandhedoestoo.

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Him:"amanziamancane(it'snothing)"

Inodandturntowalkoffbutheholdsmyupper

arm.

Him:"Ndalo"

Me:"yebo(yes)"

HekeepsquietandIalsokeepquietandlookdown.

GunshotsarereleasedandIjump.

Him:"Ngenaemotweningiyabuya(getinthecar.I

amcomingback)"

Me:"kodwa.....(But....)"

Him:"NdaloNgenangiyabuya(Ndalogetinthecar



Iamcomingback)"

IgotinthebackandhelockedmeInbeforegoing

towherethemayhemishappeningwhilecrocking

hisgun.Isattherethinking.Whowasshooting

whoorwhatwashappening.Iwasstillinmy

thoughtswhenthedoorwasbeingunlockedand

SimugotinwithLondiewhileMpeshenigotinthe

frontatthedriver'ssideandhestartedthecarand

droveoff.

Simu:"Andwenawherewereyou?"

Everyonewaslookingatme.Mpehseniwas

focusedontheroadbutwasalsowaitingfor

answers.

Me:"bengibhekaumpompingazengawuthola

isikade(IwaslookingforatapandIfounditlater

on)",

Mpesheni'seyesdidn'tbelieveme.

Simu:"Mmmh"

Londiewassilent.

Simu:"wherearewegoing.?IsNkalakathagonna



beok?"

Me:"hewasshot?"

Mpesheni:"Cha.Uryt(noheisfine)"

Inoddedandtherewassilence.WegottoSoweto

andMpesheniparkedinfrontofSimu'shome.

Mpesheni:"GostaywithSimuabit.Wearegonna

comecollectyoulater"

Simu:"UMahngekeayivumeleyo(Momwon'tallow

that)"

Mpehseni:"doIcare?"

Igotoutfirst.IwashappythatIamgonnasee

Kuhle.Irushedinsideleavingthemarguing.I

knockedonthedoor.

"Ubani?(Whoisit?)"

Simu:"justopenthedoor"

Sheopeneditandwalkedin.WegotinandMs

LangawithKuhleandBabuDumiwerewatchingTV.

Hedidn'tlook.Good.Hisfacewasswollen.I

swallowed.



MsLanga:"NdaloNkosiyam"

ShecameandhuggedmeandIcriedinherarms.

Kuhle:"Ndalo"

Hecameandjoinedinthehug.

MeLanga:"wherewereyou?"

Simu:"shewaswithNkalakatha"

Shesaidrollinghereyes.

Londie:"sanibonani(hello)"

Shewenttositdownlikeit'sherhome.

Ms:"LoyaMgulukuduNdalo,uthandananaye(that

thugNdalo,youareinlovewithhim)"

Icriedmore.BabuDumistoodupandleft

Simu:"Kuhlegoplay"

Kuhle:"kodwangifunaukuhlalanoNdalo(butI

wannastaywithNdalo)"

MsLanga:"Kuhle!"

Hesulkedandwalkedoff.Wesatdown.



MsLanga:"niphumaphi?Ubaniloh?(Wheredo

youcomefrom?Whoisthis?)"

Shesaidwithafrown.

Londie:"really?"

Shesaidwithattitude.Theylookedthesameage

withMsLanga.

MsLanga:"yesreallythisismyhousesoIdon't

knowyou"

Simu:"uhmmahsheisLondieourfriend"

Who'sfriend?Definitelynotmine.Sheisrude.

MsLanga:"wenanoNkalakatha?(Youand

Nkalakatha?)"

IfiddledwithmyfingersasIcried.

MsLanga:"doyouknowwhatyouhavegotten

yourselfIntoNdalo?Youknowyouleavethugsin

coffins"

Icriedmore.

Me:"Idon'tlikeitmay.Youshouldhaveleftmeat

home"



Simu:"true"

Londie:"suckitupNana.Wealldo"

MsLanga:"shutup!"

Therewassilence

MsLanga:"Idon'tknowwhattodoNdalo.Your

motherdiedbecauseofthissocalledboyfriendyou

have"

Ilookedather

Me:"ucazenimah(whatdoyoumean?)"

MsLanga:"ungiphoxile(youdisappointedme)",,

Shestoodupandwalkedoff.Tearsrolleddownmy

eyesasherwordsechoedinmyhead.

.

.

.

.

TwomonthsdownthelineandbeingwithPhilaniis

torture.Heswitchesupquietquickattimesandthe



sexissomethingIdon'tlike.Hemakesitroughand

it'shiswayorhighway.Healwaysleaveatnightor

weehoursofmorningandcomesbackbeforenoon

.Liketoday.It's12h00andheisnotback.Iam

nottooworriedbecauseIamhappyIamonmy

own.IwaswatchingTV,Ihadfinishedcookingand

cleaning.ThereisnothingIcandoheresothat's

that.Thedooropensandhewalksinholdinghis

backjacketandMpeshenifollows.Helooksangry

andIfocusonthetvagain

Philani:"ubaniotipiseamagata?(Whotippedoff

thepolice?)"

Mpesheni:"wewillfindhim"

Heclickedhistongueandhegoestohisroom.

Mpeshenilooksatme.Iamsilent.

Mpesheni:"Guluvakazi"

Inodandhewalksoutclosingthedoor.Istandup

andgomakesomefoodforPhilani.Sotheywere

caught?Buthowdidhegetoutifhewasarrested

lastnight?AnywayIhearhimshoutformeandI

walktothebedroomandheissittingonthebed



wearingsweatpantswithavestandsocks.

Me:"ungicelele?(Youaskedforme?)"

Philani:"Liphiihoodiyamemnyama(whereismy

blackhoodie?)"

IopenthewardrobeandItakeouthishoodieand

giveittohim.

Philani:"ubaniothebekaintozamingikuthanda

kwakho(whosaidyoushouldplacemythingsthe

wayyouliketo)"

Me:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Hestoodupandwalkedoutclickinghistongue.I

sighedandfollowedafterhimandwalkedtothe

loungeb.

Philani:"Iamhungry"

Igoandtakehisfoodandgaveittohim.Heclicked

histongueandIgobacktothekitchen.Iwantto

startschoolsoon.IhavebeendreadingitbutnowI

wanttogoandstudy..Iwalkoutaftertakinga

hugebreathandIwalktotheloungeandheis

eatingwhilehavingabeer.



Philani:"comehere"

HeputshisfooddownandIgositnexttohimwhile

fiddlingwithmyfingers,hewrapshisarmsaround

meandmakesmelayonhim

Philani:"Iamsorry"

Healwayssaysthat.Isimplynod

Me:"celaukuyofunda(canIgostudy?)"

Philani:"Ndaloyoudon'tneedto.Ngiyakunakekela

nje(Itakecareofyou)"

Me:"ngiyazikodwangiyacela(Iknowbutplease)"

Hesitsupandhisfaceisn'tpleased.

Philani:"doyoueverlisten?"

Ikeepquiet.

HepullsmebymyhairandIcryout.

Philani:"Iamtalkingtoyou"

Me:"Iamsorry"

HeletsgoofmyhairandslapsmeandIlandonthe

couchandIcryholdingmycheeksandheisontop



ofme.

Philani:'youaresorrythatyouinsultedmeasa

man"

Heisbeyondangry.HestartstohitmewhileIbeg

himtostopbutedoesn't.Hekeepsonshouting

whileboxingmelikeIamhisfriend.

Philani:"Iloveandgiveyoueverythingandnow

youwanttostudy.Ufunaukuyongifebela

Heeh!!(Youwanttogoandhoe)"

Me:"Cha!!NgiyaxolisaPhilani(IamSorry)"

HepullsmebymyhairandIamcryingandpraying.

HeslapsmeagainbeforeIamonthefloorandhe

isbasicallystompingandkickingme.Icouldfeel

thepainandpressureonmystomachandchest

andfaceaswell.Ihavelostmyenergyandhe

clickshistongueandgoestothebedroomleaving

methereandhecomesbackaftersometimeand

walksoutthedoor.Ispitthebloodoutandit's

runningtomynose.Mybodyachesandmyeyes

aresore.IstandupbutbybitandIwalktothe

bedroomandItakeoutothercleanclothesandI



wenttotakeshower.Iletthewaterrunthroughmy

body.Thebloodkeptoncomingoutuntilthewater

wascoldandIgotoutandIwenttogetdressed

andtookmyclothesandIwenttowashthemand

hangthembeforecleaningupthebloodonthefloor.

TearsranoutofmyeyesasIwascleaning.A

phonerangandIleftwhatIwasdoingandItook

smallstepsandgottothebedroomanditwas

Philani'sphonehemighthaveleftit.Itflashes

MsheksandIcontemplatedwithmyselfifIshould

takeitandanswerandtellthepersonthatPhilaniis

nothere.AfteritringsthesecondtimeItakeitand

answer.

"PhilaniNdodaKunenkingangalaphoIamonmy

waythere"

Me:"Helefthisphoneheisnothere"

Myvoiceisverysoftandscratchy

"Ndalo"

Howdoesthispersonknowmyname?

Him:"Kwenzakaleningezwilakho(Whathappened

toyourvoice?)"



Ihangupandputthephonedown.Whoisthis

personthatknowsmyname.Igobacktocleaning.

.

.

.
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Ilaidonthefloorthinking.Myheadwasthrobbing

andmyrighteyeshasshutclosed.It'sswolloen.I

triedputtingiceonitbutitwasstingingabitandI

leftitthere.IwishhekilledmeMaybeIwouldn'tbe

feelingthispain.IwishIcouldrunawaybutgo

where?HewillfindmeIknowhewillandhaveme

kickingandscreamingwhiledraggingmeonthe

floorbeforeheshootsme.Hehasn'tcomeback

andthesunisstartingtoset.ThedooropensandI

don'tmovemyselfbutjustdoasilentprayerasking

Godforspaceinmylife.Anunfamiliarscent

invadedtheloungewithnicotineaswell.Evenifit's



arobberpleasecanhejustkillmeaswellwhile

packingallhisstuff.

"Ndalo"

Iturnedmyheadtothesideandlookedatthedoor

anditwashisbrother.IthoughthewasinDurban

wheretheylived.Iturnedmyexcruciatinghead

backandkeptquiet.Hecrouchednexttomeand

triestotouchmebutIshakemyhead.

"Ndalo"

HewipesoffmytearfrommyopeneyeandItryto

standupbutmybodyisinpain.

Him:"Youneedthehospital.Whodidthis?"

Hekeptastraightface.Ikeptquietandgotupwith

hishelpandwalkedtothekitchen.

Him:"hedidit?"

Inoddedslowly.WhyamItellinghimthat?He

closeshiseyes.

Him:"whereishe?"

Me:"Uhambile(,heleft)"



Him:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Me:"ngiryt(,Iamok)"

Him:"NdaloIknowImayhaveaColdheartandsee

medifferentlybutIwannahelp"

Me:"youarenotlikehim"

Hesmiles.It'sthefirsttimeseeinghimsmileandI

amfixingupfoodforhim.Hestandsnexttome.

Him:"nginjanimina?(HowamI?)"

Me:"Unenhlizwenhle.Inganezakhozizokhulakahle

(youhaveagoodheart.Yourkidswillgrowwell)"

Hesmirks.

Him:"Mykids?Awubafuninami?(,Youdon'twant

themwithme?)"

Ifrown.

Me:",Changishounkosikaziwakho(NoImean

yourwife)"

Him:"Iamplaying.Ineedtomakeacall"

Hegoesoutabitandcomesback.



Him:"TheDrwillbeheretocheckyouup"

Me:"Iamok",

Hestepscloserandmybreathingchanged.His

scaryfacehasaneffectonme.

Me:"hereissomefood"

HesitsdownandeatswhileIbusymyself.

Him:"whydidhehityou?"

Istop.

Me:"hedoesn'twantmetostudy",

Heclenchedhisjawsandnodded.

Him:"uzofundakungekudala(youwillsoongo

study)"

Me:"kanjani?(How)"

Him:"Iwillmakeaplan."

Islowlynod.Hestopseatingandlooksatme.

Him:"usamuhle(youarestillbeautiful)",

Ismile.



Me:"Ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Heeats.AndIamdone.Hefinishesandthanksme.

ThereisadoorknockandheopensandtheDr

comesinandchecksonme.HesaysIshould

cometothehospitaltodox-raysandInodandhe

soonleaves.It'sdarkoutside.

Him:"NdaloIhavetogonow"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"uzobaryt?(,Youaregonnabeok?)"

Inod.

Hewalkstothedoorandstopsonhistracks.

Him:",Ngishade(marryme)",

Ilookathiminshockandastonishment.

Me:"I...Ican'tdothat",

Him:",,don'ttakethisthewrongway.Ifyoubemy

secondwifeIwilltakeyoutoDurban.Awayfrom

himandyoucangostudy",

Me:",,hewillfindme"



Him:"thinkaboutit.Iwillsorthimout"

Hewalksoutleavingmeinthoughts.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:09] :Insert22

It'sdarknow.Ithinkthetimeisaround10pm.I

havebeeninthoughtsofwhatThembinkosisaid.

MsheksifIshouldsay.Hehasneverintroduced

whichnameIshouldreferhimtobutfornowthat's

notimportant.Ilookatthedarkceilingasthelights

areoutandPhilanihasn'tcomeback.Probably

planingmydeath.Iclosemyeyesandatearleaves

myeye.

Me:"GogoNgibheke(gogolookafterme)"

Iopenmyeyes.Ihearthedooropensinnthemain

door.IknowIlockedit.Footstepsheadto

towardsthebedroomandthedooropensandhe



walksinandIclosemyeyes.Icanfeelhimlooking

atmeasIpretendtobeasleepandhetouchesmy

faceandIflinchandhestepsbackwhileIopenmy

eye.

Philani:"Iamsorry"

Hesmellsofsex,breweryandNicotinemixed

together.Hissorry.Healwaysmakeitseemlikehe

sincerebutIcan'twaittillIaminthegrave.ShouldI

trusthisbrotherinwhiskingmeawayfromthis

miseryorshouldIwaittillamiraclehappens?

Philani:"Hlalakahle(situp)"

Isitupandheholdsmyhands.Iamscaredtoutter

anything.

Philani:"NdaloIloveyou"

Ikeepquiet.

Philani:"Iwilltakecareofyou.Ipromisethat"

Inod.HepullsmetohimbutmybodyissoreandI

moaninpain.

Philani:"IwilltakeyoutoseetheDr"



IalmostsaidhisbrotherbroughtaDralreadybutI

willbeearninganotherbeating.Hetouchesmy

cheekandImoveback.

Philani:"Kubuhlungu?(Isitsore?)"

Inod.Henodstoo.

Philani:"IamsorryNdalo.Ishouldn'thavelostmy

temperlikethat"

Iwasstillsilent.

Philani:"ngikhulumanawe(Iamtalkingtoyou)"

Me:"ngiyaxolisauku'kdelela(Iamsorryto

disrespectyou)"

Hesmirkedandholdsmyhands.

Philani:"Iwillbuysomethingforyoutomorrow"

Inoddedandhekissedmyforehead.

Philani:"lalangisahamba(sleepIamleaving)"

Ilaidbackandturnedtheothersidewhilehe

walkedoutofthebedroomtothebathroom.I

breathedinandoutbeforeclosingmyeyesandlet

sleepconsumeme.



.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningfeelingabitbetter.The

swellingwasgoingdownwiththehelpofthepills

andcreamthatTheDrgavetome.Ilookedbymy

sideandPhilaniissoundasleep.Igetoutofthe

bedandIlimpmywaytothebathroomandItakea

shower.AfteroneIgotoutandIwenttoget

dressedandilookedathisphonebesidehim.How

amIgonnagetit?IcheckhowheissleepingandI

trysneaktothephoneandIgetitandheshifts.I

freezeandhestopsandIbreathedoutbeforeI

rushedoutandwenttoclean.Itwasstillearly.After

thatImadesomebreakfast.Ihaven'tdishedup.I

wentoutsidebythekitchendoorandiunlockedhis

phone.Itwaseasybecausemynameishis

password.Iscrolledandfoundhisnumber.Idida

silentprayerlookingup.

Me:"Babangipheamandla(Lordgivemestrength

)"

IthenbreathedoutbeforeIdialedhisnumber.Mind



youit'salmost7am.Iamsureheisasleepwithhis

wifebutIspoketoosoonwhenheansweredonthe

firstring.

Him:"Ndoda"

Ibecamesilent.Isuddenlydon'tknowwhattosay

ashisdeepvoiceechoedthroughthephone.

Him:"Nkalakatha......"

Me:"it'sNdalo...(Clearthroat)"

Ihearhimshiftanditseemslikeheisgettingoutof

aroom.

Him:"Ndalo"

IlookbackifPhilaniisnotcoming.Myheartis

beatingoutofmychestinfear.

Me:"Uhm...."

Ihavebecametooscared.Ihangupandbreathout

ahugebreath.MaybeIneedtorethinkthis.The

phoneringsinmyhandandit'shimagain.Itakea

deepbreathbeforeansweringbutIamsilent.

Him:"ugrand?(Youok?)"



Inodandrememberhecan'tseeme.

Me:"Yebongikhalengiyabonga(YesIamgood

thankyou)"

Thereisaboutofsilence.

Me:"Ngalokhuokushiloizolo(aboutwhatyousaid

yesterday......)"

Him:"yah"

Ibreathout.

Me:"ithubalisakhona?(Istherestillachance?)"

IlookbehindmeandcheckifPhilaniisn't

approaching.Isitdownwaitingforananswer.

Him:"Yeahlisakhona(yestherestillis)"

Ibreathout..

Me:"ok"

Him:"uqonde?(Youmean?)"

Me:"Ngiyavuma(Iagree)"

Him:"Celakubeintoonwaziyouyayifuna(please

makesureit'ssomethingyouwant)"



Me:"Iamsure"

Him:",uyangithemba?(Doyoutrustme?)"

Iamsilent.IdontknowifIdotrusthim.

Him:"Ndalo"

Me:"ngisekhona(Iamstillhere)"

Him:"uyangithembanah?(Doyoutrustme?)"

Me:"angazi.Ngiyasaba(Idon'tknow.Iamscared

)"

Him:"don'tbe.Ngekengikulimazengokungenhloso

(don'tbe.Iwon'thurtyouonpurpose)"

Iwasplayingwithmyfingersbittingmynails.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Hechuckles.

Him:"Ihearyou"

"Baby!"

IamsurethatisLondie.

Me:"Ishouldgo",



Him:"angikakaqedinje(Iamnotdone)"

Me:"yourwifeiswaiting"

Him:"sheshouldwait.Iamstilltalkingtoyou."

Ibitmycrackedlip.

Me:",thisiswrong"

Him:"butwearedoingnothing,justtalking"

Me:"(sigh)wehavetorespectyourwife."

Him:"imakengizokufonelamanjeungasuki(waitI

willcallyounow.Don'tmove)"

HehangsupandIbreathout.Myheartisracing.I

deletedthecallandafewminuteslaterhecallsand

Ipresstheacceptbarandhisfaceappears.Heis

notdressedandIclosedmyeyes.Hechuckled.

It'sdeepasalways.

Him:"Ndalo"

Me:",yebo?(yes)"

Him:"pleaselookatme.

,Me:",celaugqokekuqala(pleasecanyouget



dressed)"

Hechuckledandthenhetellsmetoopenmyeyes

andhehasat-shirton.

Him:"bhekisangale,khonaintoengifuna

ukuyibona(turnthecamerathatside.Iwannasee

something)"

IturnitandheissilentandthenIfindittofaceme.

Ican'tseehimproperly.

Him:"howisyoureye?"

Me:"it'scomingthere"

Him:"gethimtobuyyouaphonewhileIsortthings

outthisside"

Inod.

Me:"whyareyoudoingallofthis?"

Him:"Idon'tknow.Ijustwantto"

Inodandhavedoubtsaswell.

Him:"Iwillcomesoontotakeyouaway.Ihaveto

bepreparedbecauseifhefindsoutyouarewithme

itwillbewar"



Me:"let'sleaveitthen"

Him:"Iwon'tchangemymindNdalo"

Me:"But....."

Him:"Umuhle(youarebeautiful)",

Ifindmyselfblushing.

Me:",thankyou"

Him:"Ihavetogo.Wewilltalksoon"

Me:"ok,bye"

HechuckledandhangsupandIpauseaminute.I

wishPhilaniwasthisnice.Londieislucky.Idelete

thecallagainandIwalkinsideandheissittingon

thecoucheatingandIfreeze.Helooksatmeand

chuckles.

Philani:"iPhoneyam(myphone)"

Iwalkslowlytohimandhandedittohimandstep

backbutit'slatebecausehishandisonmyneck.

Philani:"Ubuyenzani?(Whatwereyoudoingwithit

?)"



Me:"IwantedtocallKuhlebutIcouldn'topenit."

Philani:"ngislimaNdalo?(AmIafool?)"

Ishookmyhead.Whiletryingtoremovehimashis

squeezegotstronger.

Me:"Philaniamsorry"

HeletsgoofmeandIlandonthefloorcoughing.

Philani:"Ngizokufakainhlamvuebuchopheni

ngikholweukuthingiyakuthandamina(Iwillshoot

yourbrains.AndforgethowmuchIloveyou)"

Inodwithtears.

Philani:"mithatha(here)"

Hethrewaboxatmeanditwasaphone.Iwas

happyinside.

Philani:"ngiyabuya.Ungangicasuli(Iwillback.

Don'tirritateme)"

InodandhewalksoutandIsitthereandcry.My

throathurts.Mywholeneckdoes

.



.

.

.
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Iwasstillonthefloorcrying.Thepainofmybody

suddenlysurfacedandIcouldn'tbestronganymore

.WhoamIbeingstrongfor?Ihavenoonetobe

strongforandthisisbreakingme.Thelump

chokesmythroatandthedooropensandIdon'tlift

myhead.Thescentofnicotineinvadesthelounge

areaandhishandisonmybackandhebreathsout

.

Philani:"Ndalo"

Iamsilent.IamcryingandIcan'tbestrong

anymore.

Philani:"NdaloIamsorry"

Asobescapesmylipsandhesitsnexttomeand



pullsmybodytohimandIflinch.Thereissilence

andonlymycryisheard.Ikeepquietaftersome

time.IwishmymotherwasstillalivesoIcancry

onherchestandshewilltellmeeverythingis

alright.

Philani:"Lookatme"

Ibreathoutandtrylookingathimandhewipesmy

tearsandsighs.

Philani:"bengingaqondileuk'klimaza(Ididn'tmean

tohurtyou)"

Hementit.Ialwaysforgavehimthinkinghewould

changebutclearlyhistemperswitchesupanytime.

Me:"ok"

Philani:"Baby"

Ijustnoddedandhehelpedmeupandtookmeto

thebedroomandlaidmeinbed.

Philani:"Usudlile?(Didyoueat?)"

Me:"iamnothungry"

Henoddedandhewenttothebathroom.Iwanted



totakehisphoneandgetThembinkosi'snumber

butIthoughtagainstthat.Hecomesbackandit

rings.Heanswers.

Philani:"Mpesheni"

Hefrownsandseemsliketheconversationisnot

good.

Philani:"shitngiyezwa(Iamcoming)"

Hehangsup.

Philani:"iphiiPhoneyakho?(Whereisyourphone

?)"

Me:"lounge"

Hewalksouttotheloungeandcomesbackand

takeshisphoneandhegivesittomewhilerushing

tothedoor.

Philani:"Thathainumberyamukuzeungiphonele

(takemynumbersoyoucancallme)"

Perfect!HewalksoutthedoorandItakeHis

brother'snumberfirstandsaveunderSimubefore

takinghisandhecomesbackwithablackbagand

takeshisphoneandkissesmyforehead.



Philani:"don'twaitup."

Inoddedandhewalkedout.Ibreathedout.Nowi

havetothinkaboutawayout.

.

.

.

Philanididn'tcomebackatnightandIdidn'tsee

anyproblemwiththat.Ineededthespacetobe

aloneandjustthinkyouknow.Iwokeupinthe

morningfeelingabitbetterandmyeyeisworkinga

bitandtheswellingwasdownbutthedarkpatch

wasstillthere.IwantedtocallThembinkosibutI

thoughtagainstit.Thisisamarriedmanandyou

can'tdohoweveryoulikeNdaloorbecauseyou

feellonelyandneedsomeonetotalkto.DidIsayI

feelabitlonely?Imentsomethingelse.Itakemy

phoneandjustsenda!messagetohim.****Hithis

ismynumberfromNdalo****

Simpleandstraightforward.Ibreathoutandgoto

theloungeaftereatingandcatchupontheQueen

andIsibayaaswell.Idon'tusuallywatchthese



thingsbutIjustwatchbecauseIamboredand

thereisnothingIamdoing.Lunchtimecomesand

stillPhilaniisnotback.Igoandmakessomefood

Incasehecomesbackandwantstoeatandistired.

Idon'twanthimhittingme.ThedooropensasI

amabouttofinishthedooropensandSlyfollowed

byMpesheniandPhilani'sbrotherappearwiththeir

otherfriendsandNoPhilani.

Mpesheni:"Guluvakazi"

Me:"Hi"

Him:"Khiphanikonkeengakafikiamagatalah(take

outeverythingbeforethepolicecome)"

Mpeshenilooksatme.

Me:"whereisPhilani?"

Heclearedhisthroat.

Mpesheni:"hehassomethingtotakeoff"

InodandHisbrotherdisappearstothebedroom

sideandIamherefinishingupthefoodwhilethey

turntheplaceupsidedown.Someonewhistlesand

shoutsmyname.Iamscaredtomove.



"NdaloZwakalangala(Ndalocomethisside!)"

IamshakingandIcloseeverythingandIputthe

stoveonlowandIgotothebedroomandheis

sittingonthebedholdinghisgun.Iswollow.

Me:"yes?"

Him:"Ngifunaisafelah(Iwantthesafe)"

Ihaveseenitbefore.IopenthewardrobeandI

movetheclothesandIdon'tknowthepassword

though.Iamshakingthathemightshootme.The

doorisclosedandIjumpinfear.

Him:"Shhdon'tbescared.Ngekengikulimaze(I

won'thurtyou)"

HemovesforwardwhileImovebackwithtears.

Him:"Ngekengikwenze.Lutho(Iwon'tdoanything

)"

Heuncrockedthegunandheputitbehindhimand

walkedforward.

Him:"Shh"

IwasshakingandIwasblockedbythewallandhe



huggedmeandcaressesmyback.

Him:"khala(cry)"

Icriedonhischestandburiedmyheadthere.A

lumpChokedmythroatandIjustcried.Aftersome

timehepulledmeoffhimselfandwipedmytears.

Him:"Iamgoingtotakeyoutoday.Startpacking"

Me:"kodwa(but)...."

Him:"kodwaluthoNdalo.Ngekengizengilindeaze

akubulale(butnothing,iwon'twaittillhekillsyou.

)"

Inod.

Him:"pakisha.Ngizobuyangikulande(packup.I

willcomeandfetchyou)"

Me:"Whereishe?"

Him:"jailbutonlyforashortwhile.It'sforhimto

bedistracted"

Me:"ok"

Hesmilesandwipesmytears



Him:"Lungiselelaukufundaubeummeliwami

(preparetogostudyandbemylawyer)"

InoddedandhewalkedoutthedoorandIsighed.I

amreallyleaving.Iwentdownonmykneesand

prayedGodkeepsmesafe.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:10] :Insert24

AfterprayingandsayingAmenIwenttotakeabag

andIstartedpackingclothes.Ididn'tcareifitwas

neatornotatthattime.Ijustwantedtobeoutof

hereasquicklyaspossible.AfterthatIchanged

intotracksuitsandsneakersandtiedmyhair.I

tookspenandpaperandistartedwriting.

"DearPhilaniMajola

Macingwane.Itwouldhavebeeneasytoloveyouif



youdidn'tmakeitdifficult.ThefirstdayImetyou.

Youpromisedthatyouwillneverhurtmebutthat

promiseturnedintoanightmare.........."

Icrushedthepaperastearsrandownmycheeks

andIcried.Hebrokemysoul.Fromthetimehe

tookmyinnocencetonow.IthoughtIwasstrong

andnotbrokenbutinactualfactIam.Ihatemyself

forallowingthat.IhateHim,IhateSimuandIhate

MsLanga,IhateBabuDumiaswellbutmostofallI

hatemymother.Icursethedaysheleftme.I

cursethedayshecamehere.IhateherandIam

gladsheisdead.MyphoneringsandIwipemy

tearsandItakeitandit'sHisbrother.Ianswer

whileclearingmythroat.

Him:"usuqedile?(Areyoudone?)"

Me:"Yebo(yes)"

Him:"okmeetmeoutside.Heisgettingoutinan

hour."

Me:"ok"

Iamscepticalnow.



Him:"NdaloNgithembe(Ndalotrustme)"

Isighedandnodded.

Me:"Ok"

Him:"shongiyeza(OkIamcoming)"

HehungupandIgotoffthebedandtooktheletter

andItookmybagandphoneandIworeabatandI

walkedoutwhileclosingthedoor.Iwentdownthe

streetandPeoplewerelookingandsomeminding

theirbusiness.MyphonevibratedanditwasHim

Me:"Hello"

Him:"woza(come)"

HehungupandIlookedaroundandIsawawhite

BMWinfrontofmeandIwalkedtoitandthe

windowsweredimmed.Iopenedthefrontandgot

inandhetookmybagandthrewitatthebackandI

closedthedoorbeforeIbuckledupandhewas

lookingatme.

Him:"uready?(Areyouready?)"

Inoddedandbreathedout.



Me:"Yeah.Asambe(yeahlet'sgo)"

Henoddedandopenedsomemusicanditwas

Emtee.Iwassilentandlistening.Hedroveto

Johannesburg.

Me:"AsiyieThekwini?(WearenotgoingtoDurban

?)"

Him:"siyayakodwaangiyiMinamanje.Ngizokufica

phambili(wearebutIamnotleavingnow.Iwill

seeyouthere)"

Iwasnervous.

Him:"ungakhathazeki.Uzobagrand.Mawufika

khonauzoficauNhlanhlauzokuhambisa.Themba

yenayedwauzobryt(don'tworry.Youaregonnabe

ok,whenyougetthereyouwillseeNhlanhlahewill

takeyou.Trustonlyhimandyouwillbeok)"

Me:"ok"

WegottoanairportandhegotoutandIunbuckles

andtriedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslocked.

Me:"pleaseopen"

Thisishowitstarted.Iwasbreathingfast.He



openedthedoorandhuggedme.

Him:"calmdownNdalo"

Me:"whydidyoulockmeinside?"

Him:"Iwantedtoopenthedoorforyou"

Me:"celaungaphinde(pleasedon'tdothatagain)"

Heletgoofme.

Him:"Asambe(let'sgo)"

Ihoppedoffandhetookmybagandwewalked

inside.Hehandedthetickettosomeladyandmy

bagwastakeawayandheheldmyhand.

Him:"Khumbulauthembabani(rememberwho

youshouldtrust?)"

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Henodded.

Him:"Ngizokubonaksasamesesesiyoshada(Iwill

seeyoutomorrowwhenwegetmarried)"

Iswollowedandmyheartwasbeatingfast.iwas

havingsecondthoughtsbutit'sariskIamwillingto



take.

Me:"ok"

HenoddedandIwalkedoffandgotintheplane.

It'smyfirsttimeridingitandIamscared.Isatnext

tothisniceladyandsheaskedmeaboutmyeye.I

saidnothingsosheconcludedthatmyboyfriend

Andihadafight.Ilookedoutthewindowasthe

planetookoff.Mylifeat19years.Whenwillitbe

calmagain.

.

.

TheplanehaslandedaminuteagoandIam

walkingoutwithmybagwhilewaitingforthis

NhlanhlaguythatIshouldtrust.Ataponmy

shoulderaftersometimeofmelookinglikealost

childandIturnandascarylookingguywasinfront

ofme.Hehadshadesonandwaswearingallblack.

Hetooktheshadesoffandhisoneeyewasplain

whiteandascaracrossit.

Him:"Ndalo?"



Iswollowed.Hisvoicewasscratchyandscary.

Him:"NhlanhlabutyoucancallmeTa'bruise"

Inoddedandhetookmybag

Nhlanhla:"followme"

Ifollowedhim.Iwasscared.AmImakinga

mistakeagain..

Nhlanhla:"doyouhaveaphone?"

Inodded

Nhlanhla:"canIhaveit?"

Igaveittohimandheputitinhispocket.Iwas

wonderingwhy

Ta'bruise:"Nkalakathauzokufunalahukhona

ngephoneyakho(Nkalakathawillwanttoknow

whereyouarethroughyourphone)"

Inoddedandheledustoacarandwegotinandhe

droveoff.Durbanlookedsobeautifulandhada

warmatmospherearoundhere.Theweatherwas

warmerthaneverandIamgladIambackinKzn

really.Imissedhome.Hetookustoanother



townshipandIwasscared.

Nhlanhla:"uzohlalanoMamKhumalonamhlanje

meseksasangiyakulanda.Ungaworryugrand(you

willstaywithMrsKhumalofortodayandthen

tomorrowIwillfetchyou.Don'tworrysheisgood)"

Inoddedandwegotoutandwewentinside.

Me:"wherearewe?"

IalwayswanttoknowwhereIam.

Nhlanhla:"KwamashuSisi"

Inoddedandheknockedandanoldwomanopened

thedoor.

Her:"ohNhlanhlauphiuSiyandanoThembinkosi?

(OhNhlanhlawhereisSiyandaandThembinkosi?

)"

Nhlanhla:"Egoli(Johannesburg)"

Shemadewayforusandwegotin.

Her:"Ihopetheyaresafe"

Nhlanhla:"theywillbebackbytomorrow"



Her:"ubanilohomuhle,umshayelanikodwa(who

isthisbeauty,whydidyouhither?)"

Sheslappedhim.Therewassilence.Youcansee

sheishardcoreatthesametime.

Nhlanhla:"AngimshayangamaK(Ididn'thither

maK)"

Sheclickedhertongue.

Her:"Youdid"

Nhlanhla:"athingivayebeforekushube(letme

leavebeforeit'smessy)"

MaK:"Vayavele(go!)"

Nhlanhlawalkedoutandshesmile.Iwasscared.

MaK:"letmegofixfoodforyou"

Isatdowninthoughts.

Me:"ohNkosi"

Ididasilentprayerformynewjourney

.

.



.
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MaKgavemefoodtoeatandIate.Shewas

makingsmalltalksandshowingmepicturesofher

sonwhoIhavelearntistheSiyandashewasasking

aboutfromNhlanhla.AfterIwasdoneeatingshe

showedmearoomandbathroomandIwentto

freshenupinabathtub.Ifeltmorerelaxedthat

momentlikeallmypainsthroughmybodywere

eased.AftersometimeIgotoutandgotdressed

andshecameintotheroomIwasusingwitha

basketfulloffthings.

MaK:"hlalaphansi(sitdown)"

IdidasIwastoldandshenursesmybruises.

MaK:"kumelengikufundiseubambeisbhamiukuze

umfakeinhlamvuuNhlanhlamayekushaya(Ihave

toteachyouhowtouseagunsoyoucanputa

bulletthroughNhlanhlaifhehitsyou)"



Ilaughedabit

Me:"Akangishayanga.(Hedidn'thitme)"

Sheclickedhertongue

MaK:"ingobauyamthandanje(it'sbecauseyou

lovehim)",

SheseemslikeanicepersonbutIdon'twannatrust

her.Shegetsdoneandpacksup.

MaK:"getsomesleep"

Me:"thankyou"

Shenodsandwalksoutclosingthedoor.Ilayon

thebedonmyback.IwonderhowPhilaniisfeeling

aboutmenotbeingthere.Ishouldn'tbethinking

abouthimbutwhenIamgoingtostudy.Igotoff

thebedandswitchedoffmylightsandIgotinbed

andslept.

.

.

IwokeupearlyinthemorningasIcouldn'tsleep

much.AfterthatIwenttothebathroomandbathed



andgotdressedinayellowloosesummerdress

withsandalsbecauseitwashotthisside.Igot

doneandaknockonthedoordisturbedme.MaK

gotinside.

MaK:"comeandeat"

Inoddedandwewalkedouttoeat.

MaK:"awusilonaivilangiyabona(youarenotlazyI

see)"

Ismiledandnodded.Therewasaknockonthe

door.

MaK:"Ngena!(Comein)"

NhlanhlawalkedinwithMsheksandanotheryellow

skinnedguy.Theylookedscarywiththeirgangster

attire.Jeans,shirtstuckedout,sneakers,chains.

Guy:"mamzo(mom)"

MaK:"youaregonnadie"

Guy:"don'tsaythat"

Msheks:"Ndaloasambe(Ndalolet'sgo)"

MaK:"sheisstilleating"



Istoodup.

Me:"ngiyabongakakhulu(thankyousomuch)"

Shesmiled.

MaK:"ngiyamthanda.Ngimthathaphi?(Ilikeher.

Wheredidyougether?)"

Msheks:"laterMaKwehavetorush,ziningiizinto

ezisilindile(therearealotofthingswaitingforus)"

MaK:"eyihambaniandwenaNhlanhlangikubhekile

(leaveandyouNhlanhlaIamwatchingyou)"

Theguylaughed.

Nhlanhla:"MaKkodwangikwenzeni?(MaKwhat

didIdotoyou?)"

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedout.Iwentto

takemybagandsoonweleft.Thejourneywas

silent.Iwasreflectingalotofthings.Iwanttobein

apointinlifewhereIdon'tthinkmuchbuthavefun

atlivingit.Wegottoanotherplaceandtwocare

parkedfrontandbehindthisoneandwegotout.

Moregangsterlookingguyscameoutofthosecars.

Hisphonerangandhecursed



Msheks:"eishLondie"

Heansweredaswewalkedinsidethisbuilding.

Msheks:"YiniLondie?(WhatisitLondie?)"

Msheks:"Iwon'tincreasemylimit"

HehungupandIwassilent.Afterhoursofbeing

inthereIwasnowmarriedtohim.Inawayitfelt

different.Ihopethisisn'tamistake.

Msheks:"Nhlanhlawilltakeyoutoyourapartment.

Youwillhaveeverythingyouneed.Mangikubona

ngiyakubona(WhenIseeyouIseeyou)"

Itmeansheisgivingmemyfreedom.Ihuggedhim

Me:"Ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Icried.Hesighedandhuggedmetoo.

Him:"amanziamancane(it'snothing)"

Ibrokethehugandwewentourseperateways.

Wegottotheapartmentanditwasspacious.Iwas

walkingaroundadmiring.

Nhlanhla:"uzohlalawedwakodwakhonaamajita

azokubhekabheka.Uqalaiskolengenyangaezayo



(youwilllivealonebuttherewillbeguyschecking

uponyou.Youwillstart.Schoolnextmonth.)"

Me:"hayingonyakaozayo?(Notnextyear?)"

Nhlanhla:"Chasisi(nomysister)Youwillstart

nextmonth.Secondsemester"

Inodded.Heputkeysonthetable.

Nhlanhla:"ungibongeleoruSiyandamawudinga

okuthize(callmeorSiyandawhenyouneed

something)"

Inodded

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Henoddedandwalkedout.Thisismynewlifehuh?

.

.

.
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It'sbeenamonth.Amonthoffreedomandbeing

myself.AmonththatIwasabletobefreeandtryto

heal.AmonthIhaven'tseenThembinkosior

PhilaniorMypast.Idopraynowandthenandit

reallyhelpsme.MyeyehashealedandItake

walkssometimebythebeachanditrelaxesme.

DurbanrelaxesmeandIamhappy,yesIcansay

that.IwascookinginmyflatbecauseIwasabit

boredandtherewasaknockonthedoor.Iturned

downthetvsinceIwasplayingsomemusicandI

wipedmyhandsontheapronandIopenedthedoor

andhestoodtherelookingatme.

"Ndalo"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Me:"uhmungangena(youcancomein)"

Imovedoutfromthedoor.Howdopeopleact

aroundyour"Husband"?Justaquestion.Heputs

hiskeysonthetableandIwenttothekitchenand

turneddownthestoveandhewaslookingatme

andIwassilent

Him:"unjani?(Howareyou?)"



Me:"ngikahlengiyabonga(Iamgoodthanks)"

HisphoneringsandIdishupforhim .

Him:"Bruise......NgizobanoNdalokancane(Iwill

bewithNdaloabit)"

Ilookedathim.

Him:"Iwilllaylowhere,Sho"

HehungupandlookedatmeandIlookedaway.

Hewenttothesinkandwashedhishandsandsat

onthestoolbythelittleislandthat'swhatIlearned

itisandIhandedthefoodtohimandhetookout

hisgunfromthebackandputitonthetable.I

swallowedwhilelookingatit.

"Ndalo"

Ijumpedandlookedathim.

Him:"ngekengikulimaze(Iwon'thurtyou)"

Inoddedandwenttodishupformyselfandsat

downandate.

Him:"Wecouldn'tenrollyouthissemesterin

schoolbutyouwillstartnextyear."



Me:"Ohk"

Helooksatme.

Him:"Ngiyabonausuryt,umuhle(Icanseeyouare

ok,youarebeautiful)"

Ismile.

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Therewasabitsilence.

Me:"UhmMsheks......"

Him:"Thembinkosi,ungangibizingoMsheks(Don't

callmeMsheks)"

Me:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Hetookhislastspoon.

Him:"Ngicelaungiphekelefuthi(pleasecanyou

dishupformeagain)"

IsmiledandnoddedandItooktheplateand

washeditandthenItookanotheroneanIdished

upforhimandgavehimthefoodandhethanked

me.



Me:"Thankyou"

Helookedatme.

Me:"ukungisiza(forhelpingme)"

Isighedwithtearsinmyeyes.

Me:"a..angaziukuthi(I...Idon'tknow....)"

HegotoffhishighchairandCametomeand

huggedme.

Him:"Shhungasakhali(don'tcry)"

Inoddedandhewipedmytears.

Him:"IdiditbecauseIdidn'twantyouprisonerto

pain"

Inodded.

Him:"Ndalo"

Ilookedathim.Iclearedmythroatandhebreathed

outbeforehislipswereonme,Ididn'tknowwhatto

do.Iwastakenbysurpriseandhedidn'tmoveas

well.Bubblesoccupiedmystomachandhe

caressedmycheekbeforepartingmylipsandwe

kissed.Itwasslowandnotrushed.Itbuiltmore



foreignfeelingsinme.HebrokeitandIlooked

down.Ihaveneverfeltlikethisbefore,thisshy

Infrontofaman.

Him:"Ndalo"

Ifiddledwithmyfingersandheliftedmyfacewith

hishand.

Him:"Ndalo"

Me:"yes?"

Hesmiled.It'sreallyforeigntoseehimsmileandI

endedupsmilingaswell.

Him:"umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Londiecameintomymindandmysmile

disappeared.

Me:"Uhm...othingiyogezaizitsa(letmegowash

thedishes.)"

Igotoffhisgripbuthepulledmetohimandmy

backlandedonhim.Mybreathinghinchedandit

wasslow.Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist.

Him:"Ndalo"



Me:"Thembinkosi"

Hechuckledbymyearthenhebreathedout.

Him:"NdaloUngenzani?(Ndalowhatareyou

doingtome.?)"

Me:"ngani?Kanjani?(What?How?)"

Him:"Angazikodwangihlukilemanginawe(Idon't

knowbutIamdifferentwhenIamwithyou)"

Me:"Howdifferent?"

Him:"Ndalo"

Iturnedtolookathimandheheldmywaistandhe

kissedme.

.

.

Iholdontothesheetstightlywhilemybreathing

hinchedandIbitmybottomlip.NeverhaveI

thoughtIwouldfindpleasureinamantouchingme

whereIdon'tliketo.Philanigavemetheworst

experiencebuthereIambittingmybottomlip

,holdingontothebedandseductivesounds



escapingmylips.HeholdsmylegsdownsothatI

don'tsquirmandthewarmthnessofhistongue

insidemyholesendstinglesallovermybody.

Me:"Ahh"

Hestopsbuthisfingerslipsinandanotherone

followsandthefeelingcomesbackanditgoesto

mytoesandtheycurlup.

Him:"LookatmeNdalo"

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathimandhebithis

bottomlipandanelectricshockwavewentthrough

mybodytoomytoesandIfeltlighter.Hekissed

mylipsandIreturneditaswell.Hekissedmyneck

andwenttomybreastandencirculatedhistongue

onmynippleandIgaspedbeforehegotoffmeand

tookoffhisclothesandgotonme.

Him:"YoucanstopmeNdalo"

Iwantedtoknowhowitfeltwithhim.Wouldithurt

likePhilani?

Me:"it'sok"

HeperkedmylipsandrubbedhistipandIheldon



himanhewentinslowly.Hewasgentleandmy

wallswerestretchingtoaccommodatehim.Ithurta

bitlikeIwasloosingmyvirginityforthefirsttime.

Hepaused.

Him:"ngivuke(lookatme)"

Iopenedmyeyesandheslowlythrustedinmeand

amoanescapesmylipsandmyhandsheldhisbig

tattooedarms.Heperkedmylipsandlookedme

intomyeyesandIdidthesameasheheldmywaist

andthrusteddeepermakingmecurlmytoes.

Him:"Ngekengikulimaze(Iwillneverhurtyou)"

Iwanttotrusthiswords.Sofarhehasn'thurtme

sowhyshouldIdoubthim?Hehasbeengenuine

sofar.Hethrusteddeeperandamoanescapesmy

lipsasIclosedmyeyesandpleasureconsumed

me.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Hegroanedfromwithinhisdeepvoicetinglingmy

bodyinwaysneverbefore.



IwokeupinthemorningandIlookedbesideme.

HeshouldbeenteringthedoorjusthowPhilani

wouldbutheisnexttomeholdingme.Idon't

knowwhatthisis.Iamconfusedaswell.Heis

marriedandweshouldn'thavedonewhatwedid

butatthesametimeheismyhusbandaswell.He

neversaidhelovedme,Whatwedidwaswrongor

right?Butwhydiditfeelsorightwhenhewas

handlingmewithcareandgentlystrokinginme.

HeheldmetightlylikeIamgoingtovanishanytime

afterheshowedmeaworldofpleasure.Hisskinis

warmtouchingmineandmakingmewarm.Heis

quiethandsomewhileasleep.Hisintimidatingface

isstilltherebutit'slessscary.Histattoosthat

inkedhiswholebody,thescarthatattractsmeto

hisbody.WouldPhilanihaddonethesametome?

IwonderifIwouldstillbealiverightnow.Itrace

myfingeronitbutheholdsmyhand.Heisawake

yethiseyesarenotopen.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Iclearmythroatandheopenshiseyesandlooksat

meandIamintimidatedyetintriguedbyhismusky



aura.

Me:"Nkosi"

Hesmiles.

Nkosi:"Akekhoowakewangibizakanjalo(noone

hasevercalledmelikethat)"

Ismileaswellandhisfacegoestoseriousandhe

playswithmyfingers.

Nkosi:"uyangikitazauvusaokulele(youare

ticklingme,youarewakingupthingsthatare

asleep)"

HelooksovertothesheetandIlookdownthereas

wellandyoucouldseetheprintandthatMajola

wasup.Idon'tknowwhybutIgiggledandhepulled

metolayonhischest.

Nkosi:"uyangihleka?(Youarelaughingatme)"

Me:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Nkosi:"Cha,ngiyajabulamawujabule(Iamhappy

whenyouarehappy)"

Ismiled,butitvanished.



Me:"uLondiemhlampeuyazibuzaulaphi(Maybe

Londieisaskingherselfwhereyouare)"

Nkosi:"uryt,kusamelengihlalelahkancane(sheis

ok.Ihavetostayhereabit)"

Me:"Why?"

Nkosi:"Iwantto.Iammarriedtoyoutoo"

Me:"Thisisnotlove"

Nkosi:"Mmh,Sondela(comecloser)"

IgotclosertohimandhelaidmeonhischestandI

couldhearhisheartbeatanditwassoothing.Ifeel

likeIamfallingforhimbutIknowIshouldn't.

Nkosi:"ngizokuphathakahleNdalo(Iwilltreatyou

goodNdalo)"

HisheartbeatwasmakingmedrowsyIendedup

asleep.

.

.

.
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IsthereanaftereffectofTinglesrunningthrough

someone'sbody?IthinkIhavebeenhavingthat

disordersinceIwokeup.Icouldn'tstopthinking

abouteverythingthathasjusthappenedinthelast

coupleofhours.Wewokeupwhenitwasalmost

noonsoImadebrunchbeforeImadelunchafter

cleaningwhichwasnotmuch.Thesmellof

Nicotineinvadedthekitchenandhewrappedhis

armsaroundmeandthenhekissedmyneck.

Nkosi:"uphekani?(Whatareyoucooking?)"

Me:"Iammaking....."

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Nkosi:"Khonaomlindele?(Expectingsomeone?)"

Ishookmyheadno.

Me:"No."

Iwipedmyhands.



Nkosi:"Iwillgocheck,justtobesafe"

InoddedandhewalkedtotheloungeasIcarriedon

andIheardcommotionandIwenttothelounge

andPoliceofficerswerestandingtherecuffinghim

andstatinghisrights.

Officer:"Youthoughtwewouldn'tfindyou?"

Nkosi:"Iwasn'thiding"

Officer:"Shutup"

Theypulledhim.Iwasstunnedandshockedbythe

amountofPolicepointinggunsathimwhiletaking

himcuffinghim.Heseemedsocalm.

Nkosi:"Iwillbebackok?"

Inoddedandtheypushedhimout.Ijustwent

downonmyknees.Whatjusthappened.?Iamstill

shocked.Whatifhegetsarrestedforwhateverhe

didandnevercomesback.WillIeverstudyagain?

WillIeverbehappy?Philaniwillfindmesooner.

TearsleftmyeyesandIcurledmyselfupasallthe

badmemoriescameback.

Me:"WhyGod?"



.

Nhlanhla:"uryt?(Areyouok?)"

INoddedwhilesippingonthesugaredwaternot

sureofmyanswer.AmIreallyok?

Nhlanhla:"hewillbeoutsoon,ungakhathazeki

(don'tworry)"

Inoddedagain.Thesethingstaketime.Heisa

criminalanywaysotheremightbealotofevidence

pointingathimtowhatevercrimehecommitted.

Nhlanhla'sphonerangandhewalkedout.Istared

attheblanktvandjustcried.Idon'twantPhilani

findingmeandgoingbacktowhereIwas.I

basicallydependonThembinkosi.Hecameback

andhandedmethephoneandIlookedatitthen

him.

Nhlanhla:"Msheksufunaukuringanawe(Msheks

wantstotalktoyou)"

Iputtheglassdownandtookthephoneslowly.I

putitonmyear.

"Ndalo"



Ibrokeintoacry.

Nkosi:"Shhngiyabuya(Iamcomingback)"

Me:"wazingani?(Howdoyouknow?)"

Nkosi:"Ifngivalelekalahusasalanobani?Ubani

ozokunakekela(ifIgetlockedupherewhowould

youstaywith?Whowilltakecareofyou?)"

Me:"okukhomuntu(noone)"

Nkosi:"Ngizobuya.Ungaworry(Iwillcomeback

don'tworry)"

Me:"Ok"

Nkosi:"Ngiyabuya(Iamcoming)"

HeendedthecallthereandIgaveNhlanhlahis

phoneandhelookedatme.

Me:"Ngikuphakele?(ShouldIdishupforyou?)"

Heshookhisheadandwalkedout.IdecidedI

shouldretireearlybecauseIhaveaheadache.I

prayedbeforeIgotinbedandslept.

.



.

.
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Iwaswokenupbywarmthnesssurfacingthrough

mybody.IfeltsafeinawaythatIhaveneverfelt

safeandIdon'tknowwhy.Icouldfeelthat

someonewaslookingatmeandiopenedmyeyes

andImethisandhekissedmyforehead.Iwas

happyyetconfusedastohowfasthegotout.Isat

upasheputhisgunonthebedsideandhe

undressedhimselftillhewasinboxers.

Me:"(Rubbingmyeyes)kusheshile(thatwasfast

)"

Nkosi:"Ngikukhumbulile(Imissedyou)"

Ismiledashetookhisclothestothewashing

basketandthengotinbed.GoodcauseIdon'tlike

messes.



Nkosi:"Sondela(comeclose)"

Me:"It'smorning.Ishouldgetupandgomake

breakfast."

Isaidstretchingmyselfbuthepulledmetohim.

Nkosi:"Ngilalise,Ngikhathele(sleepwithme,Iam

tired)"

HewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandIfeltsmallyet

warm.Bubblesfilledmyinsides,Ibreathedout.I

turnedtofacehimandheperkedmylips.Whatis

hedoingtome?

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Hehadhiseyesshut.

Nkosi:"Mmh"

Ilefthimlikethat.Heseemstired.Ijustlookedat

himandinspectinghim.Hisbodyisfullofftattoos.

Hewearsthreerings,oneblackandtwosilver.Has

oneearringonhisrightearthatisadiamondIthink.

Hislipsaredarkyetthickandtenderwhenkissed

,hisbushynicelyshapedeyebrowslikehedoes

them.Maybehedoesshapethemwhoknows,a



smallscarbyherlefteyeandsmallonebyhislip.

Wouldhavenevernoticedthatone.Heis

handsomeinmyeyes.Morethan,Pretty'sbrother

fromthevillage.Hisscaracrosshischestalways

facinatesme,HowGodsaidnowithhislife.Itrace

mysmallfingerstheretryingtonotwakehimup

andIstopmyselfbyhisbellybuttonwhereitends.

ThisisLondie'shusband.Shemustbeworried

whereheisbutIfeelsmallguiltofhimsleeping

nexttomeandmesleepingwithhimandtheother

partofmeislike,thisisthefirsttimeyouhaveever

feltthissafeandwarminaMan'stouch.Whatdoes

thisallmean?WillonedayheleaveandIwillsuffer

again.That'smybiggestfear,Loosinghim.I

snuggleclosertohimandheholdsmetighterand

kissesmyforeheadandIsigh.

Nkosi:"Ngekengikushiye(Iwon'tleaveyou)."

WhenhesaidthatIrelaxedinhiswarmarms.After

sometimeIfollowedhimandIslept.

.

.



Iwokeupandtherewasnoonenexttome.I

stretchedmyselfandIgotoffthebed.Thesunis

outandusuallybythistimeIamdonewithall

mmpychores.Ididthebedandcleanedupabit

andwenttothebathroomtobath.Isoakedmybody

insidethewarmwater.Thebruisesarefacingbit

bybitandslowlyIwillgotomynormalself,butmy

darkskinhelpsaswellwiththebruises.Aftersome

timeIgotoutandbrushedmyteethandcleanedup

inthebathroomandIwalkedoutofthere.Igotin

thebedroomandThembinkosiwasonhisphone.

Youcanseehejustcamefromasmokebytheway

hisperfumesmellslikeNicotinefilledintheroom.I

walkedtothewardrobeandItookoutapurple

flowereddressandIplaceditonthebedandhe

heldmywaist..

Nkosi:"ngihambantambama(Iamleavinginthe

afternoon)"

Me:"ok"

Hekissedmyshouldersandshiverswentdownmy

spine.



Me:"Nkosi"

Hekissedmyneckwhileheheldmywaistinalight

manner.Heturnedmearoundandkissedmylips

andIreturnedthislingeringKiss.Hepickedmeup

witheaseandputmeonthebed.Mybloodis

rushingfastthroughmyvainsashepullsmylegs

andseperatedthemandIdowideraswellgiving

himaccess.Iwantedthatfeelingofhimgently

appreciatingmybodytocomeagain.Hekissedmy

neckandpressedhiscrotchonmeandImoaned

andhegroaned.

Nkosi:"KodwaNdalo"

WhenhesaysNdaloinhisdeepscratchyvoiceI

loosesomeifmysenses.It'slikehisownwayto

calmmedownorhimmaybe.Heunbuckleshis

beltandhispantsdroppedashepulledmetothe

edgeandremovedthetowelandnowitwasunder

me.

Nkosi:"Iwanttofeelyou"

Me:"feelme"

Hesmiled.Iwantedthisasmuchashewantedit.I



feltmywallsstretchandagainit'slikemyvirginity

wasbeingtakenawayfromme.Hewentindeeper

andstopped.

Nkosi:"Ndalongibuke(lookatme)"

Ilookedathimashemovedinsideme.Ibitmy

bottomlipwhilehisthrustsgotthebetterofme.

Nkosi:"FuckNdalo!"

Hegroanedandthatalonesentmultipleshivers

downmyspine.Imoanedashehitthemost

pleasurablespotthatIhaveneverfelt.Hisphone

rangashisthrustsweregettingdeeperandhis

pacewasquickening.Hetookitandlookedatme

beforeheansweredstillmovinginsideme.Iwas

gaspinghereandherewhenhewouldhitthose

amazingspots.

Nkosi:"Londie"

OhmyGod.Iwantedhimtostopbuthewasn't

determinedtodothat.Hekissedmylipsandheld

mywaistandthrustedindeeperalmostcausingme

toletoutamoan.



Nkosi:"NgiyabuyaVandag,ngizok'ringalater

ngisabusy(Iamcomingbacktoday.Iwillcallyou

laterIambusy)"

Hehandsupandhepullsmetowardshimandit

goesdeeperandIcanfeelittouchmywomb

Me:"AahNkosi"

Nkosi:"(slowinghispace)Ngiyakulimaza?(AmI

hurtingyou.?)"

HesaidlookingintomyeyesandIwaslostinhisas

well.Myhandswenttohisbarebackandhe

stoppedmeandpulledoutandhisdickwas

coveredbymywetnessandsomeofmycum.He

tookoffhispantsandgotonmeandinserted

himselfandCarriedonwhereheleftoff.

Nkosi:"NgiyakulimazaNdalo?(AmIhurtingyou

Ndalo?)"

Ishookmyheadnowhileclosingmyeyesand

feelingthispleasure.Hispacequickened.

Nkosi:"ngibuke(lookatme)"

Iopenedmyeyesandhewaslookingatme.My



legslockedbehindhimandmyhandsonhisarms.

Ican'tstopmoaningandIamsurepeoplewholive

aroundhereheardmealot.Hekissedmeandthat

sentmetotheedgetoreleaseagainandIdidand

hekeptonthrustingthroughmyorgasm.Hebroke

thekiss.

Nkosi:"NgiyakuthandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

Hesaidwhileburyinghisheadbymyneckand

thrustingdeeperpreventingmefromthinkingabout

whathejustsaid.

.

.

.
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"ngiyak'thandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"those

wordshavebeenringinginmyheadthewholetime

sinceheleftaftereating.Iwassittinginfrontofthe



tvanditwaswatchingme.MaybeIwasheading

thingsandhedidn'tsaythat.Maybeit'sallupinmy

headorsomethingIwishtohearfromhimbutwhy

doesitfeellikehesaidit.Myphoneranganditwas

him.Idon'tknowifIshouldanswerornot.Itrang

sometimeanditstopped.Ibreathedoutthenit

rangagainandIwantedtohidebutIcan'tavoid

him.Iclearedmythroatbeforeanswering.He

sighed.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"uryt?(Areyouok?)"

Me:"yebongikahle,uhambekahle?(YesIamok.

Didyoutravelok?)"

Nkosi:"Angikhoekhayakodwangihambekahle(I

amnotathomebutIwentwell)"

Therewassilence.Ididn'tknowwhattosaynext.

Nkosi:"Ndalouthukile?Ngikuthusile?(Ndaloare

youscared.DidIscareyou?)"

Me:"Byewhat?"



Hesighed.

Nkosi:"withwhatIsaid"

Ikeptquiet.Iwasshockedreally

Me:"Bengimangele(Iwasshocked)"

Hechuckledmakingthingseaseup.

Nkosi:"Umangazwaukuthingiyakuthanda?(You

areshockedthatIloveyou)"

Thereitisagain.HesaiditagainandIwasn't

imaginingthings.

Me:"yes"

Nkosi:"Don'tbeshocked.Ngiyak'thandaNdalo

,angifaninoPhilani.Ngekengikulimaze

isethwmbisoSamleak(IloveyouNdalo,Iamnot

likePhilani.Iwon'thurtyou)"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Nkosi:"sobuyesikhulume,ksasaubereadykhona

lahsiyakhona(wewilltalklater.Bereadytomorrow

,wearegoingsomewhere"

Me:"ok"



HehungupandIheldthephone.Iclosedmyeyes

andjustprayedabouteverythingafterthatI

watchedsomeTV.IreallymissKuhle,hewasthe

mostgenuinething.

.

.

IwokeupinthemorningearlyandIwenttotakea

bathbeforeIworeadressandflopsandIwentto

cleanandmakesomeporridgeformetoeat.AfterI

wasdoneIwashedthedishesandIheardaknock

onthedoorand.IwenttoopenandImetNhlanhla.

Hewasholdingsomething.

Nhlanhla:"MamuMajolaomncane(MrsMajolathe

second)"

Me:"Hi"

OhIammarriedagain.Itfeelsweirdbeingcalled

that.

Me:"ungangena(youcancomein)"

Nhlanhla:"Utheumyeniwakhoangishiyelah.

Inguboyakusasaleh(yourhusbandsaidImust



leavethishere.Thisisyourdressfortomorrow)"

Inodded.

Nhlanhla:"Youmightneedtochange.Heiswaiting

outside"

Inoddedandtookthedressandwalkedtothe

bedroomandIchangedintojeanswithawhitetop

andsandalsandcombedmyhairwhiletakingmy

phoneandbag.SomethingIamnotusedto.I

foundNhlanhlasittinghavingabeer.Idon'tknow

wherehegotitfrom.

Me:"Ukudlakusefridgini(foodisinthefridge)"

HesignaledathumbsupandIwalkedoutofthe

apartmentandIwentdownthestairstillIsawhim

leaningbyhiscarwhilesmoking.Hewaswearinga

blackshirttuckedoutwithblackjeansandblack

sneakers.Healwayshashisgoodchainonwhile

thetopbuttonswereunbuttonedandablackBennie

onhishead.Iapproachedhimandhesoonthrew

thecigaretteawayandpoppedasweetinhismouth

beforehepulledmebymywaist.

Nkosi:"umuhle(youarebeautiful)"



Me:"thankyou"

Nkosi:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgood"

Nkosi:"Manjeyouwon'tgivemeahugorevena

kiss?"

IgiggledandIhuggedhimandbrokeitandhe

perkedmylipsandhesmelledofmint.Heopened

thedoorforme.Igotinandheclosedthedoor

beforegettinginhissideandhedroveoff.

Nkosi:"NgimtshelileuLondie(ItoldLondie)"

Me:"Ukuthi?(That?)"

Nkosi:"ThatIhavetwowives"

Mystomachturned

Me:"Why?"

Nkosi:"Iwon'thideyouforeverNdalo"

Me:"oh"

Nkosi:"Unlessawusafunisiqhubeke(youdon't

wantustocontinue)"



Me:"No,it'sok"

Henoddedandplayedsomemusicanditwas

Amapiano.Iforseertrouble,Godbewithme.

.

.

.
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Iwaslying.It'snotok,afterdroppingthosenews

onmeIhavebeenanxiousandscaredofwhatwill

happen.IknowIwon'thideforeverbutit'sjustbeen

ashortspaceoftime.Shouldn'tweunpack

everythingbeforedroppingbombs.Helooksatme

andIlookoutthewindow.WearriveatGateway

mallandheparksthecarbeforegettingoutandI

dothesame.

Nkosi:"Ndaloungikwatele?(Ndaloareyoumadat

me?)"



Me:"Cha(no)"

Iwasabit.Howcanhemakesuchadecisiononhis

own.Heisputtingmylifeindanger.Ithinkthisis

anothermistake.Wewalkinsidethemallandwe

gotoaJewelleryshopandIwasn'tpayingattention

tothat.Hegottotheshopassistant.

Lady:"Gooddaywelcome,HowmayIhelpyou?"

Iwasquietallthistime.

Nkosi:"Wewilljustbrowsaround."

ShenoddednotsurebecauseThembinkosidoes

lookshady,Nooffense.Hetookmyhandandwe

walkedaroundtheshop.Theshoplady,Isawher

talkingtooneofthesecurityguys.IturnedtoNkosi.

Me:"Cabangaukuthisihambe(Ithinkweshould

leave)"

Nkosi:"Sesizohamba(wearegoingtoleave)"

Inodded.Hewhistledforthewhiteladyandshe

cametousfakingasmile.

Her:"Yessir?Foundanythingyoulike?"



Nkosi:"Iwantthisringinherfingersize"

Iswallowed.Shelookedbetweenmeandhim.

Her:"Comingupsir"

Shewalkedtothebackandcamewiththekey.It

wascoppergoodcolour.Shetookitoutandgaveit

toNkosiwhotookmyhandsliditinmyleftfinger.It

feltcoldandfittedperfectly.

Nkosi:"Iyakufanela(itsuitsyou)"

Ismiledandhetookitoff.Myheartbeatwas

racing.

Lady:"itcostsR15000"

Shesaysemphasizingtheprice.

Nkosi:"Iwilltakeit"

Sheisnotsure.

Nkosi:"ShouldIrepeatmyselforwhat?"

Shetookthering.

Her:"ofcausesircomingup"

Sherushedoff.



Me:"uyamthusa(youarescaringher)"

Nkosi:"Kumeleangisabeangiyenaumnganiwakhe

(sheshouldbescaredofme.Iamnotherfriend)"

Ishookmyhead.Heheldmywaist.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"KhulumanamiMabebeza(talktomebaby

)"

Ilaughedandhechuckled.It'salwaysforeignto

hearhimorseehimdothat.

Me:"(sigh)Ifeellikeit'ssoon"

Nkosi:"whatissoon?"

Me:"tellingLondiewhatwedid"

Nkosi:"NdaloIlivebythetruth."

Me:"ok"

Heholdsmyface.

Nkosi:"don'tworryaboutanything.Justletmetake

careofeverything"



Inoddedandhewipesmyface.

Me:"Idon'twanttogobackthere"

Nkosi:"andyouwon't.That'sapromise,fromnow

youwillcrytearsofjoy"

Ismiledathim.

Nkosi:"andwhenMajolahitsthespot"

Icoveredmyfaceblushingandhechuckledwhile

hookinghisarmaroundme.Theladycameback

andwewenttoherandNkosipaid.Hetookitout

andmademewearit.Ilookedathim.

Nkosi:"thisIsmypromisethatIwillneverletyou

feelpain,apromisetotakecareofyouanda

promisetoneverleaveyou"

Ismiled.

Nkosi:"ifyouwillexpandtheMajolasurname"

Igiggled.

Me:"Idon'tknowanythingaboutkids"

Nkosi:"it'sanaturalthing.Iknowyouwilldogood"



Ishookmyheadandwewalkedout.Kidsafter

studying.Ilookathim.Hispersonalityismaking

mefallforhim.MaybeIjustlikehowhetreatsme.

WewenttotheshopsandhesaidIshouldbuy

clothes.Ididn'tseetheneedbuthewasdetermined.

Itookafewthings.WewenttowatchaMovie

whichhedidn'twatchatallbutwasonhisphone

thewholetime.

Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Hedidn'thearmeandIstoodupandIwenttothe

bathroom.Ididmybusinessandthengotoutand

washedmyhands.IlookedatmyselfandIwas

glowingshameIwon'tlie.IsmiledandIwalkedout

andIbumpedintothisguybymistakebutheheld

myhand.

Guy:"saysorry"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Guys:"ubhekelahohambakhonanexttimesfebe

!(Lookwhereyouaregoingnexttimehoe)"

Iswallowed.Thathithardatme.



"Ubizabaningesfebe?(Whoareyoucallingahoe

?)"

HeturnedanditwasNkosiandhislookmademe

wanttopeeagain.

Guy:"lentobraMsheks,bhekalahohambakhona

nxx(thisthingbraMsheks,lookwhereyouare

goingnxx)"

Hedidn'tevenmoveandNkosiwasonhimwithhis

kneeonhisneck.

Nkosi:"Ubhizaumuntuwamngesfebemsunu(You

callmywomanahoe?!)"

Guy:"sorryMsheksbengingazi(sorryMsheksI

didn'tknow)"

Me:"asambeMyeke(let'sgoleavehim)"

Nkosi:"FuckNdaloungangitshelilokhoMina(Fuck

Ndalodon'ttellmethat)"

Hewasroaring.

Me:"Asambe!(let'sgo)"

Theguywastappingout.IpulledNkosifromhim



andhegotupandtheguybreathedoutandhetook

outhisgunandshottheguy'sshoulder.OhmyGod

,thisisamall.

Me:"ohNkosiyam"

Isaidwithhandsonmymouth.

Nkosi:"PhindeSan,bambelingashoni(dothat

again,Iwillcatchyou)"

Securityguyscameandtheguywasrollinginpain.

CommotionwashappeningandNkosipulledmy

armandwewalkedout.Wewenttotakemythings

andwhenwewerewalkingoutpeopleweremoving

backwards.Wesoongotoutandpolicewerethere.

Theyjumpedonusandcuffedus.

Officer:"Awupheliwenaneh?(Youdon't.Gettired

)"

Nkosi:"mdedeleningingazenginifakeinhlamvu

manje(lethergobeforeIblowyourbrains)"

HewasangryandevidentandIwasscared.This

wasmyfirsttimebeingarrested.

Officer:"youarethreateninganofficer.Mthatheni



Bafananaloh(takehimawayboys,withher)"

Tearsrandownmyeyesastheyseperatedusinto

differentvans.

Officer:"bazokuphathakahlewenasweety(they

aregonnatreatyougoodsweety)"

HesaidtouchingmycheekbutImovedmyface

awayandhechuckledwhentheotherpolicemen

putmeinandclosedthedoorandIcried.

.

.

.
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*PHILANI*(onceoff)

It'sbeenoveramonth.Awholefuckenmonthand

Ndaloisnowheretobefound.Iamfrustratedand



alsowecan'tdoalotofbusinessbecausethe

Policeareontous.Thelastcarhiestmadeusalot

ofmoney.Iwaslisteningtotheradiowhile

smokinganddrinkingbeerwhileshirtless.This

bitchIforgothernamewaswithmeaswell.

Wearingmyshirtwhilelayingherheadonmy

thighswhilescrollingthroughthetv.

Me:"cishalentoyakhoibangaumsindo(Switchoff

thisthingofyours.It'smakingnoise)"

SheignoresmeandIbashthebottleonherhead.

Shecriesout.

Me:"didn'tIwarnyou?!"

Her:"Aahfuck!!"

Iclickedmytongueandgotupandwenttomy

room.MyphoneranganditwasMom.Shewas

backinSowetonow.

Me:"Macingwane"

Mom :"Philaniwhenareyoucomingtovisit.Your

brotherwasherethismonth."

Me:"Mahngimatasakodwangizobona(Iambusy



butIwillsee)"

Mom:"whatisbotheringyou?"

Me:"Nothing.Letmego"

Ihangupandworemyshoesandtopandtookmy

gunfromthedrawerandcarkeysandIwalkedout

withthatgirlstillscreaming.ItreatedNdalogood

andgavehereverythingandsheranawaylikethat.

IgotinmyBMW1SeriesandIdroveofftomeetup

withMpesheni.SeehowfartheyarewithNdalo.I

gotacallandit'sfromhim.

Mpesheni:"Nkalakathaukuphi?(Whereareyou?)"

Me:"Ngizwakaladaar,yini?(Iamcomingthere

,whatisit?)"

Mpesheni:"EishSanAmagataatholeItipoff(the

policegotatipoff)"

Therewasaroadblockoffcopsinfrontofme.

Me:"soringalater(wewilltalklater)"

Ihungupandtheypointedtheirgunsatme.Ihad

nothingonmeatthemomentbutthenI

rememberedthepackofCokeinthecarandIknew



Iwasinshit.

Me:"Fuck!"

Iturnedthecararoundinspeedanddroveoffwhile

bulletswerefiredandthensomecopcarsfollowed

me.ItookmyphoneandcalledMpesheni.

Mpesheni:"Nkalakatha"

Me:"AsihlanganeepitoliNdodaKushubile(Let's

meetinPretoriaman,shitjustgotreal)"

Mpesheni:"Iwillsendsomeoneforcover"

Inoddedandhungup.

Me:"OnceIfindyouNdalo,ncnc.Prayyouarenot

withsomenigga"

Isaidsteppingontheacceleratorasthecopswere

stillonmytail.

.

.

*NDALO*



Theroomwascold.IhavebeencryingsinceIgot

hereyesterday.It'ssmellsbadandalsothesebig

scarywomenScareme,themomentIgotinthey

havebeengivingmestaresandmakingsly

comment.OnesaidifIendupinprisonIamgoing

tobeherwife.Thattriggeredmoretears,Ihave

beencryingandcryingandwewereatthestation

already.Thinkaboutthat.Theofficercameand

shouted.

Officer:"BuhlebendaloMajola!"

Islowlyliftedmyheadandlookedather

Officer:"Wozauyahamba(comeyouareleaving)"

ThosewordsbroughtjoytomyearsandheartandI

gotupassheopenedthecellandcloseditbeforeI

walkedbehindher.WereachedthefrontandIsaw

MaKwhocameandhuggedmeandIcried.

MaK:"shhhdon'tcry"

Nhlanhla:"SorryNdalo"

ItwasgodsglorythatIdidn'tstaylong.Iliftedmy

headandlookedathim.



Me:"WhereisThembinkosi?"

Hescratchedhishead.

MaK:"Uzobuya(hewillcomeback)"

Me:"whereishe?"

Tearsfelldownmycheeks.Thethoughtofhim

beinglockedup.

Nhlanhla:"inWestville.Honestlyakuhambikahle

(it'snotgoingwell)"

IsatonthefloorwithmybumandIjustdidn'tknow

whattosay.Hecrouchedinfrontofme.

Nhlanhla:"doyouwanttoseehim?"

Me:"uLondie?"

Nhlanhla:"akaziokwamanje(shedoesn'tknowfor

now)"

Inodded.Igotupandwewalkedouttothecar.We

gotinandNhlanhladriveoff.Iwassilentwhile

lookingaround,outsidethewindow.Heshothimin

broaddaylightjustforsuchasmallthing.Nkosiis

dangerouswithhisanger.Iamscaredbuthehas



nevergavemeareasontobescaredofhim,Ijust

don'twanttotake10stepsbackthat'sall.Wegot

toWestvilleandthenwegotoutofthecarandwe

walkedin.Nhlanhlaspoketosomewardenandwe

weretoldtowaitandaftersometimewewere

escourtintosomeroomandwewaited.Soonafter

thedooropenedandhewasinorangeoverralls,

MaKlaughedwithNhlanhla.

MaK:"Nkunzialreadysebeyakudecoratha

(Alreadytheyaredecoratingyou)"

Theylaughed.Thewardenuncuffedhimand

walkedout.

Nkosi:"Yabonabenginyela(youseethemshitingon

me)"

TheyallsharedalaughandIwassilent.Hefaced

meandIlookeddown.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgiveyouspace"

HeandMaKleftandIwasleftalonewithhim.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Iwassilent.



Nkosi:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Tearsprickledmyeyes.HewalkedcloserandI

steppedback.

Nkosi:"Ndalongiyakucela(Ndaloplease)"

IshookmyheadandhewalkedcloserandIwas

gluedtothespotuntilhereachedmeandhugged

mewhileIcried.

Nkosi:"myangershouldnthaveescalatedthatfar.

Iamsorry"

Iheldontohim.Iamscared.

Nkosi:"IwillbeoutofheresoonIpromise."

Hemademelookathim.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Ismiledandhewipedmytearsandperkedmylips.

Ikissedhimandheresponded.

.

.

Tobecontinued



[09/17,17:14] :Insert32

Wewereonourwaybackhome.Ican'tbelieve

whatjusthappenedinthere.Nkosiisveryedgy,I

seehereallyloveslivingontheedgeanditseems

toexcitedhim.Thisonemaybeforthehistory

booksaswell.IamsorrygogoforwhatIdidIreally

am.NhlanhladroppedmeoffandIwenttothe

bathroomandItookabath.Idosmelllikesexbut

notmuch,yeswehadsexwherewewereanditwas

anexcitingyetscaryexperience.WhatisNkosi

doingtome?Ihaveneverbroketherules.Only

livedbythem,Ihaveneverdonethatbeforeand

whenIthinkaboutwhathappenedIgiggleonmy

ownandcovermyfaceasthewatersplashes.I

lookatmyring,Ihavehaditsincethedaywewere

lockedupandIplaywithitabitbeforeIbathmyself

andgetout.

.

.

IburyMyheaddeepinsidethetoiletbeforeIspit



insideandliftmyheadupandIflushthetoiletand

drinksomewaterbeforebrushingmyteethand

walkingout.Idon'tlikeseafoodthatIhavecame

torealise.FewmoremonthsthenIwould'vestart

schoolandnoNkosihasn'tcameoutofJailasyet

becausethetrailistakinglong.It'shasbeen4

monthsandIamscaredthathewouldbelockedup

forever.IgettotheloungeandSiyandalooksatme.

Siyanda:"uryt?(Areyouok?)"

Me:"yebosingahamba(yeswecanleave.)"

HenodsandItakemybagandwewalkout.Weget

inthecarandhedroveofftoWestville.Iwas

lookingoutsidethewindow.Ihaven'tseenhimin

thosetwomonthsbecausehedidn'twanttoseeme.

Thelasttimewesaweachotherwasthedaywe

hadthatwildexperiencebutsincethenwehaven't

seeneachother.Imisshim.Imisshowheholds

meandhandlesmewithcare,makessureIamok.I

misscookingforhimaswell.Imissalotofthings

abouthim.Iwipethetearfrommyeye,Idon'twant

toloosehim,Godpleaseintervene.



WearriveinWestvilleandwegetoutofthecar.Me

andSiyandashareasilentmomentwhilewewalk

inside.Wegettakentothesameplacewherewe

weretakenbeforeandwegetin.Iamtoldtosit

downanIdo.Mythroatfeelsroughandit'sallthe

vomitingIdidthismorningIknow.Iclenchonthe

bagandIsigh.Thedooropensandthewarden

walksinwithhiminhisorangeoverralls.Hisbeard

hasgrownandsomeofhishairbutheisstill

handsomeandintimidatingaswell.Hegets

uncuffedandtheywalkout.Idon'tknowwhatto

sayasIamsilentandheisaswell.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

TearspricklemyeyesandIcanseethatmylifeis

destroyed.Ican'tdoit,Ican'tgothroughwithit.I

standupandwalktowardsthedoorbeforeheholds

meinseconds.

Nkosi:"Celaungipheindlebe(pleaseletme

explain)"

Istoodstillandwipedmyalreadyfallentears.

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"



Inodded.

Nkosi:"celaungibuke(pleaselookatme)"

IturnedaroundandhehuggedmeandIhugged

himtoo.Thisisamess.Idon'tknowwhattosayat

themoment.

Nkosi:"Shhh"

Herubbedmyback.

Nkosi:"NgiyakuthandaNdaloandangifuniudlule

en'tweniezinje(IloveyouNdaloandIdon'twant

yougoingthroughsuch)"

Therewassilence.

Me:"Ngconosihlukane(let'sbreakup)"

Heslowlypushesmeoffhischest.

Nkosi:"Angizwanga(Ican'thearyou?)"

Me:"Iamnotacitygirl,idolobhaliyangihlula

Thembinkosiangisakwazimanjengifunaukuya

eMsingaekhaya(Thecitylifeistoomuchforme

Thembinkosi,Ican'tanymore.Iwanttogohome

backinMsinga)"



Heissilent.

Nkosi:"Ukufunda?(studying?)"

Ilookdownandtearsrundownmycheeks.Ican't

studyanymore.Ijusthavetolookforajob.

Me:"Angisakwazi(Ican'tanymore)"

Nkosi:"NgobaniNdalonginikeisizathuesiphilile

(whyNdalo?Givemeagoodreason)"

Heisclenchinghisjawsandit'sevidentheis

pissed.Imovebackandhecloseshiseyes.

Nkosi:"NgekengikulimazeNdalo(Iwon'thurtyou

Ndalo)"

Itrytowipemytearsbuttheykeeponfalling.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Hewalkscloser.

Nkosi:"KhulumanamiNdalo(talktomeNdalo)"

Icrymoreandasobescapesmylips.

Me:"Bengigula(Iwassick)"

Nkosi:"DidyougototheDr?"



Inodded.Iwipedmytearsbutitwasn'tworking.

Me:"Ngizithwele(Iampregnant)"

Therewassilence.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:14] :Insert33

Itwassilentbetweenus,Myheartwasbeatingfast

,hisfacialexpressionchangedandhelooked

confused.Idon'tknowifit'swhatIsaidorheis

tryingtoregisterwhatIhavejustsaid.

Nkosi:"CelauphindefuthiNdalo(Pleaserepeat

againNdalo)"

Hehadafrownonhisfacewhichscaredme.I

swallowedandmythroatwasdry.Iwipedmytears

Me:"Ngizithwele(Iampregnant)"



Heheavedaheavysighandheburiedhisfacewith

hishands.Hewassilent,heturnedtheotherway

andsoonheturnedbacktome.

Me:"ingakhokumelengihambe(that'swhyIhave

toleave)"

Itakeoffthering.

Nkosi:"Ima(wait)"

HecomesandengulfsmeintoahugandIhughim

backwhilecrying.

Nkosi:"Uzohambauyofunda,Sonakekelaingane

,angaziluthongenganekodwasizobonakhona

(Youwillgoandstudyandwewilltakecareofthe

baby,Idon'tknowanythingaboutkidsbutwewill

seewhenthetimecomes)"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Nkosi:"ImadeapromiseandIamgoingtokeepit"

Icrymore.Hehushesme.

Nkosi:"Iamgoingtogetoutthenwewillfocuson

therestok?"



Me:"ok"

Hewipesmytears.

Nkosi:"Umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Ismile.

Me:"thankyou"

Heputshishandonmysmallstomach.

Nkosi:"Ineverthought"

Hesmiledwhilelookingatmeandthateasedup

everythingandIsmiledtoo.Hekissedmylips.

Nkosi:"Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Me:"ngiyakuthandaNam(Iloveyoutoo)"

Nkosi:"Awuphindengizwe(Sayitagain)"

Igiggled.

Me:"Haa"

Nkosi:"phindafuthi(repeatagain)"

Me:"NgiyakuthandaNam(Iloveyoutoo)"

,,Ihidmyselfwithhischestandhechuckled.



Nkosi:"NdaloUngenzanikodwa(Ndalowhatare

youdoingtome.)"

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandwestayedlike

that.

.

.

Thewardencameinandwemovedbackfromeach

otherashewascuffed.

Nkosi:"Iwillcomeback"

InoddedandtheywalkedoutandItouchedmy

stomach.Ijustprayeverythinggetsok.Siyanda

comesinandlooksatmeasIwipemyface.

Siyanda:"ugrand?(Areyouok?)"

Inodded.Henoddedandwewalkedout.

Me:"Canwepassthemall?"

Siyanda:"SizoyaePavilion(wewillgotoPavilion)"

Inodded.Thedrivewassilent.Iwasthinkinghow

thishumangrowninginsidemewillcomeoutto

thiscruelworld.Iamscared,Iam19.Iamno



differentfromteenmom's.Iamateenagermarried

toa39yearoldmanwhocanpossiblybeold

enoughtobemyfatheryetIlovehim.Heisathug

andhislifeistoofrustratingyethehasanabilityto

puthisangeronaleashwithme.Aroundme,he

hasawifeaswell,thisstartedoutasanescape

planthatendedupwithfeelings.Iclosemyeyes

whilesighing.Thisisdraining,howmylifeisgoing

outofcontrolyetit'scomingtogether.Ican'twait

tostudyandobtainmydegree.OnethingIam

gratefulforallofthisisthatIwillstillgettostudy

.wegottoPavilionmallandSiyandaparkedhiscar

andthenwebothgotout.Iamnotusedtoithence

it'smyfirsttimebeinghere.

Siyanda:"Wheredoyouwanttogo?"

Me:"Iwanttobuysomeingredientsforcooking"

Henodded.Wewenttocheckersandhetookthe

trolleyandpusheditformewhileItookwhatI

needed.Newspicesaswell.Ilovecooking,it'svery

therapeuticforme.Itgivesmeasenseofreliefand

understandingsomehow.Afterwehavetaken

whatweneededItooksomelittlesnacksas



cravingscreepinbitbybitbutit'snothingIcannot

handle.Asweweremakingourwaytopaywe

bumpedintoLondie.Ifroze.

Londie:"Siyanda"

Siyanda:"Majola"

Shelookedatme.

Londie:"Ndaloright?"

Ididn'tknowwhattosaybutthoughtsoffPhilani

hittingmecameback.

Siyanda:"Ndalo"

Londie:"Waitumazikanjani?(howdoyouknow

her?)"

Siyanda:"kumelesivaye(wehavetoleave)"

Londie:"Woahaniyindawo,uPhilaniuyaziulah?

(Woahyouarenotgoinganywhere,doesPhilani

knowyouarehere?)"

MyheartwasbeatingfastandIwasloosingmy

breath.

Siyanda:"Uzowuvalaumlomowakhouyezwa(you



willshutyourmouthup)"

Londie:"Youwon'ttellmewhattodo"

Shesaidtakingherphoneout.

Siyanda:"UMsheksuzohlanya,Zamanje(Msheks

willgocrazy,try)"

HewenttopayandIwasgluedonthesamespot.I

wasstillinshock.Shelookedatmeandthenher

eyeswonderedtomyhand.Shesawthering.She

slappedmeandIheldmycheekandSiyanda

surfacedandheldherwhileshescreamed.

Londie:"Sfebendinisenganeuthathaumyeniwami

(youhoeofachild.Youtookmyhusband)"

Icried

Siyanda:"Ndalogotothecar"

Peoplewerewatching.Inodded

Londie:"Siyandaputmedown!Iwanttohitthis

child!"

Iletmyfeetwhiskmeawaywhenthestore

managercame.Sheisangryandit's



understandable.SheisolderthanmeyetIam

marriedandhadsexandloveandexpectingachild

forherhusband.It'snotherfaulttoreactthatway

,justhopeNkosigetsoutbeforePhilanigetsme.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:15] :Insert34

IwasstandingbythecarwaitingforSiyandato

comeby,mycheekwasthrobbingbutthatdidn't

mattertomeatthemoment.Iwasusedtoslaps

andpunchesfromPhilanithatIthinkIwas

becomingimmunetoit.Afewminutespassedand

hesurfacedwithallthethingswebought.He

openedthecarandIgotinwhileheloadedsome

thingsinside.IwipedatearthatIdidn'tknowhad

escapedmyeyes.Isighed,Iamscaredand

nervousofwhatwillhappenwhenPhilanifindsme.

"IwillkillyouNdalo"



Thosewordsranginmyearswhenhewillactually

killme.Siyandagotinaftersometimeandhe

lookedatme.

Siyanda:"Ungaworryuzobagrand(,don'tworryyou

willbeok)"

Me:",mawucabangauzongithola?(Doyouthinkhe

willfindme?)"

Siyanda:"Chaandsizpyigcinqkanjalo(noandwe

willkeepitthatway)"

,IkeptquietandhedroveofftoDurban.Iwas

silentwhilehismusicwasplayinginthecar.

Siyanda:"Asifuniukuyaekhaya?(Don'tyouwant

togohome)"

Islightlysmiled.

Me:"Umaezovumaumawakho(ifyourmotherwill

agree)"

Henoddedandtherewassilenceonceagaininthe

car.Hecarriedontappinghiswayonthesteering

wheeltillhisphonerangandhelookedatitbefore

answering.



Siyanda:"Msheks"

MyheartskippedabeatabitandIsankontheseat.

Siyanda:",,(,lookingatme)sheisok.uLondieuvele

wavukwaubuGuluva(LondiejustwentallGhetto)"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"Hayingizomnakekelaumancane(Iwill

takecareofSmall)"

Ilookedathimwithafrown.

Siyanda:",Sho"

Hehungupandputhisphoneaway.

Siyanda:"Umithi?(Areyoupregnant?)"

Myinsidestwisted.Inoddedslowly.

Siyanda:"Ok"

Therewassilence.HedrovetoKwaMashuandhe

parkedinfrontofhishomeandhehoppedoutandI

alsodidaswellandwemadeourwayinside.MaK

waswatchingTVandshelookedatmeandstood

up.



MaK:",,othingibone(letmesee)"

Sheheldmyfaceandturnedmycheekbeforeshe

pulledSiyandabytheear.

Siyanda:"ahhO'lady!"

MaK:"WhatdidIsayabouthittingNdalo?"

Siyanda:"Kodwamamzoaluminaengimshayile

(butMomIamnottheonewhohither)"

MaK:"Ngizokufakainhlamvukumasendeakho

Mfana(Iwillshootyourballsboy)"

Me:"ULondiemah,akusiyeuSiyanda(it'sLondie

notSiyanda)"

Sheletgoofhisear.Itwasredandhewasrubbing

it.Itdidn'thelpthathewaslightskinned.

MaK:"IwillcatchherBarbieself"

Wechuckled.

MaK:"wozangizokutholameseuyadla(comelet

menurseyouthenyoueat)"

Siyanda:"Ngisahamba(Iamleaving)"



Hewalkedoutthedoor.MaKsatmeonthecouch

andshewenttothepassageandcamebackwith

hernursingkitandatowelandsherubbedDetol

anditstingerbecausetherewasascratch.

MaK:"uthambileNdalo,melengikufundise

ukushaya(YouareweakNdalo,Ineedtoteachyou

howtofight)"

Me:"Ngishayebani?(Hitwho?)"

MaK:"uLondie,yaziangisithandi

lesiyaskhebereshe(Londie,Idon'tlikethathoe)"

Me:"Ushadilenjemah(sheismarried)"

Sheputthewarmtowelonmycheek.

MaK:"Sheis35years.NokidsforThembinkosi,I

getlonelyNdalo.TheonlythingsheknowsIsto

talktoomuch"

Bingothereisherage.Sheis14yearsolderthan

me.

Me:"Banikeisikhathi,ngikhonaMina(givethem

time.Iamhere)"

Shesmiled.



MaK:"IwishIhadadaughter"

IwishIhadamother.Shefinishedandshestood

upandwenttotakesomefoodformeandIate

whilewewatchedTV.Wewouldtalkherandthere

andshetoldmeaboutherhustlingdays.Shewasa

hardoneaswell.ShippingCocainefilledin

condomsandshewouldswallowthem.Shewas

arrestedonceoverseasandthat'swhenshegot

Siyanda.Shesleptwithoneoftheprisonerswho

wasthemostwellknownthugbacktheninMexico.

Thewayshetellsherstoriesgotmelaughing.She

wasahardcorewomanandstillisinhernowageor

isshemakingthisup?butanywayIamenjoying

myselfwithher.WewashedthedishesandIasked

tosleepandshepreparedaroomformebeforeI

wenttosleep.

.

.

*LONDIE*

Iwasmadandquietangry,whywouldSiyanda



protectherunlessitcomesfromMsheks.Igotto

WestvilleandIwaswaitingintheroomwherehe

usuallyisbroughtin.Iwastappingmynailsonthe

tablewhenhewalkedinwithawardenandI

chuckledwhilelookingathim.Heissleepingwitha

childwhoisbasicallyhisdaughter.Youwon't

noticesinceMsheksageswell.Thewardenleft.

Msheks:"Nokiss?"

Me:"AngekengiqabulalahKadekuqabulaidanono

khona(Iwon'tkissyouwhereachildwaskissing

you)"

HemovedforwardandheldmyfacetightlywhileI

triedtoresistandhekissedme.Igotweakonthe

spot.Irespondedtoitandhebrokeit.

Msheks:"Akumelengikuncenge(Ishouldn'tbe

beggingyou)"

Me:"ufunanilahuNdalo?(WhatisNdalodoing

here?)"

Msheks:"where?"

Me:"inDurbandamnit!",



Ibangedthetableandhegavemeaspinechilling

look.

Msheks:"uhlangananaphiumauNdalo

esethekwini?(Wheredoesitconcernyouwhen

NdaloisinDurban?)"

Me:",becausesheisNkalakatha'sgirlfriend."

Heheldmyneckinaflash.Iwasscaredofhisface.

Msheks:"ungangicasuliLondeka,ukeumtshele

uPhilaniNomaukhulumenayengizokwenzainto

engingakakzengicabangeukuyenzaempilweniyam

(don'tpissmeoffLondeka,ifyoutellPhilanior

eventalktohim.IwilldosomethingIhavenever

thoughtofdoinginmylife)"

Me:"Yiniuzongishaya?(Youwillwhat?Youwill

hitme?)"

Hechuckledbitterly.

Msheks:"ngizokungcwabauphila(Iwillburyyou

alive.)"

Iswallowedscared.

Msheks:"andyouknowIdon'tmakeempty



promises.IsithembisolesoLondeka,Zamanje

(that'sapromiseLondeka.Try)"

HeleftgoofmeanIcoughedandhegavemea

lookbeforeknockingonthedoorandthewarden

cuffedHimandtookhimaway.Mshekshasnever

threatenedmeintheyearsofusbeingtogether.

Whatisspecialabouther?Isawsomethinginhis

eyesthatIhaveneverseenbefore.Wouldhereally

burrymealiveforherforateenager?

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwokeupinthemorningtonoise,Ihaveneverslept

thislongbefore.IrubmystomachandIgetoffthe

bedandIcleanupabitbeforeIgetoutandgoto

thebathroomtobrushmyteeth.Thevoicesget

louderandIspittheColgateoutandthenIrinsed



mymouthandIwalkedoutandfoundMaKwith

LondieandMaKwasholdingLondiebythethroat

withaknife.

MaK:"ufikakwamlahuzodilikelaesihlahlenisifebe

(youcometomyhouseandyoutalklikeyouare

gettingdownfromatreebitch!)"

Me:"MahKwenzakalani?(Mahwhatisgoingon?)"

SheletgoofLondie.Iwon'tlieIwasscared.

MaK:"10minutes.ThenIwantyouout.Try

somethingonNdaloandyouwon'tmakeitoutof

thisdoor"

ShepointedtheknifeatLondieandwalkedoff.

Londieclickedhertongue.

Londie:"Youwonhuh?"

Shesaidclappingherhands.

Londie:"MuthiMunilohowufakeleumyeniWami

ngobaakazeawubukeutakalani(whatpotiondid

youuseonmyhusbandbecausehehasneverbeen

intosmallgirls)"

Iwasquiet.Shelookedatmyringandcamecloser



tomeandIsteppedbackbutshegrabbedmyarm

andlookedatmyring.

Londie:"whendidallofthishappen?"

Iwasquiet.

Londie:"Khulumasfebe!(Talkbitch!)"

Me:"6monthsago"

Shechuckledbitterly

Londie:"6monthsago.....Ngiyacushwastraight(I

ambeingtestedstraight)"

Me:"UmaunenkingangamKhuluma

noThembinkosiangizishadanga(ifyouhavea

problemwithme,talktoThembinkosi,Ididn'tmarry

myself)"

Londie:"ngimdalakunawenganengizokushaya

ngekeukholwe(Iamolderthanyou,Iwillhityou

,youwon'tbelieve)"

Me:"Sobona(wewillsee)"

Sheclickedhertonguelookingdownonmesince

shewasonheels.



Me:"UThembinkosiusithandwasobabilikumele

sibambisanenomaoyedwauzosala(Thembinkosi

lovesthebothofus.Weneedtoworktogetheror

onewillremain)"

Shelaughedandshesatdown.

Londie:"andyouthinkyouwillremain.SweeetyI

amThembinkosi'srideordie.Wehavebeen

togetherformorethan15yearsandeverybitchhas

triedtogetinbetweenusbutneversucceededand

itwon'tstartwithyou"

Me:"Iamnottryingto...."

Londie:"shutup!Siesulalanamadoda.Amadala

(Siesyousleepwitholdermen)"

Thathitthecore.Sheisright.It'sadisgracewhatI

amdoing.Shestoodup.

Londie:"onceNkalakathafindsoutaboutyour

hoerishways.Hellwillbreakloose"

ShewalkedoutbangingthedoorandIswallowed.

OhmyGodIamscaredoffacingPhilani.Hewillkill

meandhepromisedthat.MaKwalkedinwhileI



wasinthoughts.

MaK:"Utheni?(Whatdidshesay?)"

Iturnedtoher.

Me:"MahuPhilaniuzongitholamess

eyangibulala(mahPhilaniwillfindmeandkillme)"

Mah:"Iwon'tletthathappen"

ShehuggedmeandIjustcried.Hewillfindmeand

LondiewillhelphimIknow.

.

.

SiyandafetchedmelaterandMaKwassadandso

wasI.Wesaidourgoodbyesandwegotinthecar

andhedroveoff.

Siyanda:"IheardLondiewashere"

Me:"yes"

Siyanda:"Utheni?(Whatdidshesay?)"

Me:"nothingmuch"

Ilookedoutofthewindowandtherewassilence.It



wasbetterwhenonesaloneathomeinMsinga.I

wipedmytearsandIrestedmyheadabitsinceI

wassleepy.Musicwasplayingsoftlyinthe

background.Isoonwasofftosleep.

WearrivedattheapartmentandSiyandashookme

andIopenedmyeyesandIhoppedoffthecarand

thankedhim.HenoddedandImademywayinside.

IclosedthedoorandIsighed.Ihaveahumanto

thinkoffandmyselfwheredoesmyhappinesslie.It

seemslikeit'soneproblemafteranother.Iwalked

tothebedroomandIwenttothewardrobeand

openeditandtookoutabag.IknowwhatdecisionI

shouldmakeandit'sbetterforallofus.Itookmy

neatlyfoldedclothesandIstuffedtheminthe

suitcase.IwaspackingtheclothesandItookone

blanketandIputitinsideaswellandapillowand

thenItookanotherbigbagandIwenttothe

kitchenandtooksometinsandIputtheminside

withbreadandteabagsandIclosedthebag.Iwore

ajerseyandIsawThembinkosi'sshirt.Itookitand

itsmelledlikehim.Isatinthebedandcriedin

prayer.IpraythatGodblesseshisgoodheart.I



praythatGodprotectshimandstrengthenshim

andhiswifejustlikehowtheywerebeforeIcame.I

prayIhaveasafejourneyandpraythatwhatever

thefutureholds,thatmyunbornchilddoesn'tgo

throughwhatIamgoingthroughandIsaidmy

amen.ItookthesuitcaseandthebagandIwalked

outlockingandIwenttocatchataxi.Igotoneand

Igotinandpaid.Ilookedout.ByeCity.Youhave

shownmewhypeoplefromthevillageDon'tlike

you.WhyomamaweretalkingI'llofit.Onlythe

toughestsurviveandIamnotoneofthem.Irub

mystomachandwegettotownandItakeanother

onetopietermaritzburgfromthenItakeoneto

greytown.Itsbestforeveryone.

Me:"ngenzelawena(Iamdoingthisforyou)"

Isaidtouchingmystomachandwipedmytear

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:15] :Insert36



IhavebeenasleepasIwasontheroad.The

womanwhowasnexttomewaskindenoughto

lednhershouldertoleanonandIwasgrateful.We

arrivedingreytownandItookanothertoMsinga.I

hopethathomeisjustlikehowitwas.Ifit'sworse

thenIhavetomakeaplan.Withwhatthough?

That'sthequestion.Thejourneywasabitlongbut

whenIsawthedustynessandIknewIwashome.I

washappyIwon'tlie.Thecitybecametoomuchfor

meandIwashappythatIwashome.Heconductor

helpedmewithmybagsandItookmysuitcase

afterthankinghimandIrolledit.Iwilltakethistime

andwalkhomejusttogetmymindrefreshedand

thinking.IwashungrythoughbutIwilleatwhenI

gethome.MyphonerangandItookitoutofmy

jacketandilookedatitabitbeforeIanswered.

Me:"Hello"

"Ndalo"



Myheartstoppedbeating.Istoppedwalking.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"nigrand?"

Inoddedslowly.DoesheknowthatIranaway?

Me:"yebosikahlewena?(Yesweareok.You?)"

Nkosi:"ngiyakukhumbula(Imissyou)"

Hesighed.IfeellikeheknowsthatIescaped.

Nkosi:"Mesengiphumalahngifunaukubanawe.

Uzozaksasa(whenIgetoutofhereIwanttobe



withyou.Youwillcomeheretomorrow)"

Iwenttotherockandsatonit.

Me:"uLondie?"

Nkosi:"Nginishadenobabili,nginithandanobabili(I

marriedyouboth.Iloveyouboth)"

Me:"Ngikhathelengicelaukucambalala(Iamtired.

CanIsleep?)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"Sure.NgiyakuthandaNdaloungakukhohlwa

lokho(Sure.IloveyouNdaloneverforgetthat)"

Me:"Nami(metoo)"



Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"Namiini?(Metoowhat?)"

IgiggledandIdidn'trealiseIwascrying.

Me:"NgiyakuthandaThembinkosi(Iloveyou

Thembinkosi)"

Hechuckledabit.

Nkosi:"Uyisibusiso(youareablessing)"

Iwipedmytearsandsniffed.

Me:"k'melengihambe(Ihavetogo)"



Nkosi:"Sho"

HehungupandIsatthereandcried.Whydoesit

feellikeIammakingahugemistakeatthesame

timeIdon'tregretleaving.Godshowasign.Gogo

showasign.MydamnmothershowsignifwhatI

shoulddo.

"HaiboakuyenauNdaloloh?(Isn'titNdalo?)"

Ilookedupanditwasacar.Pretty'sfamilycar.She

wasatthebackandhermotherwastheonetalking.

Pretty:"Mahkumelesiyeenduneni(mahwehave

togototheNduna)"

Hermom:"ukahleNdalo?(AreyouokNdalo?)"



Me:"yebomah(yesmah)"

ShelookedtomystomachandIpulledmyjacket

together.

Pretty:"mamaasambe(momletsgo)"

Shenoddedandfaintsmiledbeforeshedroveoff

andthedustwasthere.IcoughedandIstoodup

andmakearemywaytomyhome.WhenIarrived

myfeetwerehurtinganditwasabitworsethan

before.IgotinandIsighed.

Me:"sesifikile(wehavearrived)"

Itwasdirty.IstartedcleaningcauseIhavenoother

choiceandwenttoputthesuitcaseItookthedusty

curtainsandIsneezedandItookoffthedressI



waswearingandworesomethatwon'tgetruined.I

tooktheflipflopsandabucketandthecurtainsand

Iwentout.Iwalkedtotheriverandpeoplegreeted

hereandthere.IarrivedthereandIwashedthe

curtainsandsomeofthelinenwhilesingingandI

lookedatmyring.Itwaswetandshiney.Ismiled.I

wassoclosetostudyingbutitdidn'thappen.I

finishedandIsoakedmyfeetinthecoldriverand

playedthere.

"Ndalo"

IturnedanditwasLungisani,oneofinduna'ssons.

Me:"Sawubona(hello)"

Ipulledoutmyfeetfromtheriverandwipedthem

standingup.



Lungisani:"Chaungabalekiswaimina,unjani?

Uyaphila?Kadengakugcina(don'trunaway

becauseofme,howareyou?Areyouok?Ihaven't

seenyouinalongtime.)"

Me:"ngiyaphila,ngethembenawekunjalo(Iam

good.Ihopeyouareok)"

Hesmiled.Wehaven'tseeneachotherinyears.We

usedtoplaytogetherandhewoulddefendme

whenprettywouldsayhurtfulthings.

Lungisani:"Ngiyabonabangishayengezithende(I

seetheybeatmetoit)"

Me:"huh?"

Hepointedatmyring.



Lungisani:"Uyingoduso(youareengaged)"

Ichuckledandplayedwithmyring.

Me:"Cha,ngishadile(noIammarried)"

IlookedatitandIreallymissNkosi.Ilookedat

Lungisani,hehadafaintsmileonhisface.

Lungisani:"siyakubongela,ngalaphilahesgodini?

(Congratulations,wherefromthisvillage?)"

Iplayedwithmyfingers.

Me:"akusiyenaowahlah,owasedolobheni(heis

notfromhere.Heisfromthecity)"

Helookedatme.



Lungisani:"Khonaokungakuphethekahle?(Is

theresomethingwrong?)"

Itookthebucketandmycurtainsandlinenandit

wasabitdry

Me:"Sizobona(seeyoulater)"

IputthebucketonmyheadfilledwithwaterandI

walkedhome.Iammarriedandshouldntdiscuss

mymaritalproblemswithanyoneright?Nkosidid

nothingwrongit'sjustwherethereismeinvolved

thereisbiggertrouble.

.

.



IgothomeandIputeverythingdownandmyfeet

werethrobbing.Iwenttofetchsomewoodandthen

ImadesomefireoutsideandIboiledwater.Iam

goingtohaveteaandbreadbecauseIamreally

hungry.Iswitchedmyphoneoffbeforetheyrealize

IamnowhereandstartcallingandIdon'thaveany

electricity.Imadeteaandsatoutsideandlookedat

theskywhileonthestoop.Idrankmysugarlesstea

andtooksomebreadandatesomeofitjusttofill

mystomach.

.

.
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*MSHEKS*

Iwasinmyowncell.Ican'tbesharingcellswith

anyoneandthefactthatwhenIfirstcameherI

markedmyplace.Ididn'tkillthatboybutIamstill

here.Ishouldhavekilledhimbutvelewedon'tget

alongwiththepolice.TheyarenotmyfriendsandI

amnottheirfriendsbutalotofthemareinmy

payroll.Iwasbouncingmytennisballonthewall

whileinthoughtslayingonmybed.Ican'tbelieveI

amgoingtobeafather.IneverthoughtIwould

haveachildandconcludedthatLondieandIwon't

havekidsandIwasveryokwiththatbecauseofthe

lifeIliveandthewayLondieis.UntilNdalocame

andintroducedkidstome.Ireconsideredthat

maybeonedayImighthavethem.Ichuckled,as

oldasIamIamgoingtohaveachild.Oncethat

childturns30Iwillbewhat?70?Ichuckledand

thewardenwhistledandIheldmytennisballasit

landedinmyhandsandIsatup.



Spoks:"Umadamufikile(themadamishere)"

Me:"Vula(openup)"

Heopenedupandhecuffedme.

Me:"uyaziiyangicasulalentoyenu(thisthingof

yoursirritatesme.)

Spoks:"hadeGrootmankodwaakumelesijampise

(Sorrybossbutweshouldn'tcausetrouble)"

Iclickedmytongueandspitonhisshoesandhe

walksmetotheroom.HeopenedthedoorandI

sawLondiesittingonthechairandIhuffed.What

doesshewantnow.Shetookoffhersunglasses

andputtheminherbagasstoodup.Spokstookoff

thehandcuffsandItwistedmywristsandhe

walkedout.



Londie:"KantiuphumaNini?(Whenareyou

comingout?)"

ShejumpedintomyarmsandIkissedherlipswhile

holdingherbutt.Isqueezedthemandshegiggled.

Londie:"ubungikhumbule?(Youmissedme?)"

Me:"Kakhulu"

Shelaughed.

Londie:"SomeandNdaloandyouaswell"

Me:"Nizohlalangokuhlukana(youwilllivein

seperatehouses)"



Londie:"Inganepho?(Achildthough?)"

Me:"Ngiyanithandangokuhlukana(Iloveyouboth

differently)"

Shegotoffmygrip.

Londie:"WhatdoyousayaboutPhilani?Hewill

knowandyouknowhowgangsterwarendslike"

Me:"Iwillhandlethat"

Londie:"soyouwouldriskfamilyforfarmJuliet?"

Me:"ngithenikuwe(whatdidIsaytoyou?)"

Londie:"I...I"



ShekeptquietandIclickedmytongue.

Me:"ifyoumistreatNdalomyloveforyouwillturn

tohatequick"

Shekeptquiet.ThedooropenedandBruisegotin.

Me:"ukini?(Areyouatyourhome?)"

Ta'bruise:"hadeGrootmankodwasinenkinga

(sorrybossbutwehaveaproblem)"

Me:"can'tyoutakecareofit?"

Ta'bruise:"UmancaneGrootman(it'sSmallboss)"



Me:"(turningtohim.)WenzeniuNdalo?(Whatdid

Ndalodo?)"

Ihopeshedidn'ttrytoabortmychildbecauseI

won'tforgiveherforit.

Ta'bruise:"wedon'tknowwheresheis"

Me:"Uqondenimawuthiawumaziulaphi?(What

doyoumeanyoudon'tknowwheresheis?)"

Iheldhisneckasmyangerrose.

Ta'bruise:"Msheksuvayile(Mshekssheleft)"

Iletgoofhisneckandcursed.

Me:"FuckNdalo."



Londie:"Myekeuyaziwenzani(leaveher.She

knowswhatsheisdoing)"

Me:"IswearIamgonnakillyou"

Londie:",Whatisspecialabouther?"

Me:"alotsheisnotyou"

Shewipedhertearsandtookherbagandwalked

outclickinghertongue.

Me:"Callmylawyer.Iwanttobeoutthenext

morning.HeshouldmakeaplancauseIpayhim

alot"

Ta'bruise:"ok"



HewalkedoutandIkickedthechairacrossthe

room.WhydidNdaloleave?

.

.

*NDALO*

Iwokeupthenextmorningwrappedinablanket

thatIcamewithandthesunisout.Iopenmy

phoneandtherearealotofmissedcalls.Thetime

is10amandIwokeuplate.IgetoffandIstartto

outawaythespongeandthepillowandblanket

awayandIgoandmakesomefireoutsidetoboil

watersoIcanbath.IthenputthecurtainsinandI

cleanedupinthehouse.Iwasveryhungryandwas

cravingaburgerfromsteers.Mmmhtheirchipsas

well.EventhebeachImisseditaswell.Itooksome



tinnedbeansandIamgoingtocookthem.Iwill

takeawalktotheshops.Afterthebathwaterwas

readyIwenttobathandmystomachwasabit

visible.Itwasgrowing.ItoucheditandIsawthe

darklikeinthemiddle.Ican'tbelieveahumanis

growinginsideofme.Ican'tbelievengimuphoxile

ugogo(Idisappointedmygrandmother).Tearsfell

frommyeyesandlookedattheverysamespotshe

tookherlastbreathinandwipedmytearsandI

bathedandIgotoutandworeayellowdressandI

brushedmyhairandflopsandIwenttodiscardthe

water.IatesomebreadandtinnedbeansandafterI

drankwaterandwentonmyknees.

Me:"Nkosi(Lord)......angizinokuningibabakodwa

ngizangokusenhlizweni(Idon'tcomewithmuch

butwhat'sinmyheart)......angaziindabangidlula

ezinhlungwiniezinje(Idon'tknowwhyIamgoing

throughsomuchpain).....kodwangiyaziicebo

lakhongamilizovela(Iknowthatyourplanabout

mewillberevealed)......ngabekusemhlabeniNoma

okungaphezuluezulwini(itcouldbeonearthorin



heaven).....Ithankyouforeverythingyouhave

doneforme.IthankyouforthetestIamgoing

through,ifit'satestbutpleasesparemychildfrom

thepainandsufferingIamgoingthrough.IfIdie

earlypleaseprotectmychildforme.Ilaymytrust

inyou,youaretheonlyfamilyIhave.Idon'tknow

myfatherandmymotherbutIknowyouLord.I

praythatPhilanidoesn'tfindmybaby,Iamready

foranythingthatcanhappenfromnowonbecause

Iamtiredofeverything.Letyourwingsdownonmy

child.Touchhim/herandprotecther.Inthename

ofJesusChristAmen"

IkneeledthereonthefloorforsometimebeforeI

stoodupandImademywayouttotheshopswith

money.AsIwaswalkingmyphonerangandIwas

scaredtoanswerbutmaybeitmightbeNkosiand

mylasttimetalkingtohim.Ianswered.

Me:"Hello"



"ncncNdalo"

Myheartstopped.

"Kuzekubeinini?(forhowlong?)"

Iswallowed

"Azikhoisikhathisokucashamanjebabygirl(there

isnotimetohidenowbabygirl)"

Me:"ufunanikuminaPhilani?(Whatdoyouwant

frommePhilani?)"

Iheldmystomachastearsrandownmycheeks.

Philani:"Wena(you)Iwantyou"



Hechuckledandmadeagunshotsound.Ihungup

andheldonmystomachandcrampscamein.

Me:"ohNkosiyam(ohmyGod)"

Howdidhegetmynumber?Howdidhefindme?

DidLondietellhim?Ofcauseshedid.Nowheis

gonnakillmeandmychild.Myphonerangagain.

MyhandswereshakingandIanswereditwhile

shaking.

Me:"hello"

Itriedtowipemytears.

"Ndalo"



Ibreathedoutandmyheartratewasstillfast.

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"buya(comeback)"

Me:"ngekengikwazi(Ican't)"

Nkosi:"IsaidIwilltakecareofeverything"

Me:"Ican'thideforever"

Nkosi:"ulaphi?(Whereareyou)"

Talkingtohimcalmedmedown.

Me:"endaweniYamiyokujabula(myhappyplace)"



Nkosi:"IthoughIwasyourhappyplace"

IgiggledandhechuckledandIfeltabitbetter.

Me:"Cha(no)"

Nkosi:"uyangilimaza(youarehurtingme)"

Igiggled.

Nkosi:"Ndalongiyakuthanda,yaziawazi(NdaloI

loveyou,youdon'tknow)"

Me:"ngiyazi.NamingiyakuthandaThembinkosi(I

know.IloveyouThembinkosi)"



Nkosi:"phouhambelenimawungithanda(whydid

youleaveifyouloveme?)"

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"Buhlebendalo"

Iheldmystomach.

Me:"Nomakungenzakalaningamicelaunakekele

umntwana(nomatterwhathappenstomeplease

takencareofthechild)"

Nkosi:"kanjaniungekholah(how,whenyouare

nothere?)"

Me:"Iknowyouwillfindme"



Nkosi:"Idon'twantthebabyalone.Iwantyoutoo"

Me:"ngithembiseThembinkosi(promiseme

Thembinkosi)"

Hesighed.

Nkosi:"IloveyouNdalo"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Nkosi:"IpromisetotakecareofourchildandI

promisetofindyoualive"

Me:"youwon'tfindmealive.PhilaniknowswhereI

am"

Nkosi:"how?"



Me:"angazikodwaungishayelileucingowathi

uyazingilaphi(Idon'tknowbuthecalledmeand

toldmeheknowswhereIam.)"

Nkosi:"damnit!"

HislinewentdeadandIlookedatthephone.Ihope

forthislittleone'ssakeeverythingturnsoutok.

.

.

.

.
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AfterThephonecallwithNkosi.Iheldonmy

stomachandthecrampswerelighter.Ibreathed

outbeforeIcarriedonwithmyjourneytotheshops.

IsawLungisaniandhisbrotherstalkingtoother

guyswhowerestandingthere.Ijustwavedsince

theysawmeandwenttobugsomebread.

"unjanindalo?(HowareyouNdalo?)"

Me:"ngikahleLungisaniunjani?(Iamgood,how

areyou?)"

Lungisani:"ngikahle,umuhlenjengenjwayelo(you

arebeautifullikeusual)"

Igotmybreadandturnedtofacehim.



Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

IsmiledandIsawprettymakingheraywithher

friendsandIdon'twantanytrouble.

Pretty:"Andlahkwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon

here?)"

Iwalkedoff.IheardLungisanishoutingmyname

butIignoredhim.Prettywilljustdrainmyalready

drainedenergy.IwalkedmywaybackhomeandI

washungryagainandImadesomebreadandtea

andIsatdownonthestoopandIate.Iwon'tlie,

Philani'sphonecalldidscaremealottodaybut

eventuallyonedayhewillfindmeandkillme.I

can'tkeeponrunningawaybecausehewillfindme

intheend.Itookabiteoffmybreadandsipped

someteaandtouchedmystomach.Assmalland

visibleitisbuttheloveIhaveforthishumaninside



ofmethatIhavenevermetisbeyondanything.I

wishtobethereforhim/her.Iateonceagain.

.

.

*SIMULINDILE*

Iwasatmyresidentialareabyschool.Wewerejust

gettingoutwithmyfriendsBulelwaandSandyjust

togotothemallofAfricaandgoandbuysome

stuffforusandtreatourselvessinceIhavemoney

abit.IknowaboutNdaloleavingNkalakathaandI

didn'tthinkshehadthegutstodothatbutitwasa

wrongmove.MomwouldaskaboutherandKuhle

anditwouldirritatemesometimesbecauseNdalo

isnotfamily.Shemadeherownbednowshe

shouldlayonit.IfwasabitchillysoIwasinbrown

leggingswithkneehighblackboots.Longsleevet-



shirtandabaseballjacket.Itiedmyweaveintoa

bun.Weweregigglingandtalkingwhilewalking

outtheareaandIsawTheircarandPhilaniwas

nexttoitandsoasMpesheni.

Bulelwa:"isyourboyfriend'sfriendavailable?"

Me:"Uhmyesbutheisobsessedaboutsomefarm

girl"

Bulelwa:"onenightwithmeandhewillforget"

Welaughedandwereachedthemnexttotheir

BMWX4.It'stheonlybrandofcarsthatNkalakatha

lovessomuch.IusedtowanthimbeforeMpesheni.

HewasmycrushwhenIfirstarrivedinSoweto

whenIwas10weare11yearsapart.Yesheis31.

Lookathimstandingthereinallthatblacksauce.

Hisscaronhischeekattractsmealot.Icanhandle

himandnotNdalo.



Mpesheni:"babygirl"

HekissesmylipsandIkisshisbackwhileholding

hisleatherjacketandItookhisBennieoffandI

woreoutandhechuckled.Ihavegrowntolovehim

butIstilldesireanightwithNkalakatha.

Me:"Nkalakatha"

Nkalakatha:"Simu,mmmh"

Hesaidthelastpartlookingatmyfriend's.

Bulelwa:"IamBulelwa"

Nkalakatha:"Nizongificaphakathisiyavaya(you

willgetmeinside.Weareleaving)"



Me:"wherearewegoingbaby?"

Mpesheni:",Kzn,tofetchNdalo"

Me:"don'tyouthinkit'soktoleaveherlikethat?"

Mpesheni:"Wecan'tbNkalakathawantsher.She

betrayedhimbyrunningaway"

Irollmyeyes.

Mpesheni:"uyacavaukuthiangiyithandileyonto

(youknowIdon'tlikethat)"

Me:"askiesbaby,guysIhavetoleave"



Sandy:"byegun"

Wehugged.Bulelwadidn'twanttoleavebutone

starefromMpesheniandshewasgone.

Mpesheni:"umnganiwakhobuyisfebeangimthandi

(yourfriendisahoe.Idon'tlikeher.)"

Iheldhischeeksandkissedhimthenwhisperedin

hisear.

Me:"namiangithandiuhambaulalanezifebe(I

don'tlikeiteitherwhenyousleepwithhoes)"

Helooksatme.

Mpesheni:"Uke(ifyou......)"



Me:"ngizofakainhlamvungikholweukuthi

Ngiyakuthanda(Iwillputabulletthroughyouand

forgetthatIloveyou)"

HechucklesandIwalkpasthimandIturned.I

uncrockedhisgunandthrewitathimandhe

caughtit.Iwinked.

Me:"Iloveyou"

HelookedatmeandIgotinthebackseatand

Nkalakathawasveryfaraway.Mpeshenigotinthe

carandhestartedthecaranddroveoffandstolea

glanceatmethroughthereviewmirror.Ismiled.

.

.



.

*NDALO*

Mybodyisabitsore.Sleepingonthespongeisnot

nicebutit'swhatIhavebeensleepingonfor19

years.ThereislittlewaterleftsoIdrinksomeand

thenIboilsometobathicleanaround.Ihaveso

breadandwater.ThiswakinguplateIhateit

becauseIamnotusedtowakingupthislate.When

thewaterwasdoneItookthebasinandIwentto

baththenIlotionedandIsawthatsomelittleblood

wascomingoutofmeandIdidn'thavepadshere.

MeansIhavetogoandbuythemattheshop.Ionly

hadR50leftnowsinceNkosinevergavememoney

butonlyacardforwhenIneedtobuystuffsoIonly

haveR50.IsighandIgetdressedinblackleggings

andIwearmyshortbrownbootsandalongsleeve

topandacardiganandIbrushedmyhairbeforeI

walkedouttogototheshopsandbuythosepads,it

wasalreadynoonandthat'swhymybodyisaching



becauseIhaveneversleptthatlong.

.

.

.
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Iwaswalkingandpeoplewerelookingatme.YesI

amwearingpantsandyesmystomachisabit

visible.IpulltheCardigantogetherandIlooked

down.Myeyeslandedonmyrosegoldringandit

remindedmeofthelittlepromisesthat

Thembinkosimadeandoneisthathewon'tleave

meandyethewasinjailforsomethingthatcould

beavoided.Ifeltsafewhenhewasaroundmeand



nowhewasn't.Igottotheshopsandit'slikethey

harbourherebecauseprettyandherfriendswere

herewiththeKhozabrothers.Sonstoinduna.I

wantedtoavoidedthemasmuchaspossible.I

askedforPadstothesellerwhenprettyspoke.

Pretty:"uhlusheweyinilahKadeukhona?(What

wasbotheringyouwhereyouwere?)"

Ikeptquiet.

Mbuyiseni:"Prettycelauyekeomunyeumntwana

(prettyleaveheralone.)"

Sandi:"Heehufakeneringyanokushousisi(sheis

evenwearingandexpensivering)"

Prettylaughed.



Pretty:"shegotitfromthemadamwhereshe

workedasamaidbecauseufanelweilokho

njengesicaka(youdeservethatasapoorperson)"

Ikeptquiet.Itooktheplasticandturned.Theyheld

myarmsandthebrotherssaidnothing.Even

Lungisaniwaswatching.

Me:"celaindlela(canIleave?)"

Pretty:"andgowhere?Starve.?Youareallalone

intheworldNdalo"

Shewastellingthetruth.Ihavenoone.Tearsleft

myeyeswhenthatrealitysunk.

Lungisani:"YoustillcryevennowNdalo?"



Theotherslaughandsoaspretty.

Pretty:"ngashongathiithambilelentooyithandayo

Lungi(Itoldyouthisthingofyoursisweak)"

TheylaughedandIwipedmytearsandshepoints

myhead.

Pretty:"lalelalah.Hambauyekinisizofika

sizokulandangemotoekhayauzosebenzaekhaya

uyezwa(listenhere.Gohomeandwewillcome

withourcartofetchyouandgoworkasourmaidat

home.)"

Ikeptquiet.

Sandi:"uyezwanah?(Doyouhear?)"



Isniffedandcarsstoppedinfrontofuscreatinga

dust.ItwasTwoBMW'sandonewasaGTI.Ohmy

GodPhilanihasfoundme.

Pretty:"arghwhatisthis.?"

Me:"celaungiyeke.!!(Leavemealone)"

Itriedtogetoffhergripandrunbutshepulledmy

hair.

Pretty:"uyaphiangikakaqedi(whereareyougoing?

Iamnotdone)"

Me:"theywillkillme"

Pretty:"Good"



HergriponmyhairwasstrongthatIcried.Agun

crockwasheardandIjustknewthiswastheend.

"Izandlaphezulu(handsup)"

IopenedmyeyesandagunwaspointedatPretty.

"Dedelainwelezakhengingazengikushaye

ubuchophomanje(leavewehairbeforeIblowyour

brains)"

Shewasshaking.SheletgoofmyhairandI

droppedtothefloorandcriedandhecrouched

infrontofmeandhuggedmeandIcriedonhis

chest.

Nkosi:"Shhsengikhona.(ShhIamhere)"



Iwashappytoseehim.Howdidhegetoutsofast?

Me:"uphumenini?(Whendidyougetout)"

Nkosi:"lastnight"

Me:"how?"

Nkosi:"ngeqile(Iescaped)"

Me:"but....."

Nkosi:"butnothing.Asambe(let'sgo)"

HehelpedmeupandSiyandaandNhlanhlawere

hereandotherguyspointinggunsattheothers.

Everyonehadtheirhandsup.



Nkositurnedandslappedtheshitoutofprettyand

shewentdownonherbut.Hewasbreathingheavily.

Ifeltthatslap.Sandigasped.Heputhisfootonher

stomach.

Nkosi:"ubaniokunikeimvumoyokuthiubambe

uNdalokanjeya?(Whogaveyoutherighttohold

Ndalolikethat)"

Lungisani:"sorryndoda(sorryman)"

Nkosi:"Voetsekshlamangikhulumanawe?

(VoetsekshitamItalkingtoyou?)"

Lungisani:"Nobut"

Hecrockedhisgunandpointeditathimandhe

keptquiet.



Me:"celasambe(canwego?)"

Nkosi:"sleepwithoneeyeopen.Noonemakes

Ndalocryyangizwa?(Youhearme?)"

Shenoddedwithtearsandhespitonherand

kickedthedustonherfaceandhetookmyhand

andwhistlessignalingtheguystoputtheirguns

downandlet'sleave.Heopenedthedoorforme

andwegotin.IwashappytoseehimandIam

happyhecamebeforePhilani.Hewenttohisside

andgotinandhethrewthegunonmylapafter

uncrockingitanditwasheavyshame.Hestarted

thecaranddroveoffandmusicplayed.

Me:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Helookedatme.Heheldmyhandandkissedit.



Nkosi:"ungaphinde(don'tdothatagain)"

Inoddedandhesmiled.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heperkedmylipsandthenfocusedontheroad

again.Irelaxedintheredleatherseatsandwentto

sleepaftersometime.

.

.
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Beforewecouldevenleavewewerecalledtothe

chiefshouseandwehadtogothere.Iamsurewe

werereportedthatPrettyandallofthemwere

pointedwithguns.Nkosiparkedthecarandiwas

nervousbecausewemighthavetopayafinebut

wejustdon'tknowwhatisgoingtohappen.We

wentintheyardandthechiefwassittingwithhis

wives.Hestoppedtalkingandlookedatus.There

wasIndunaandhissonsandprettywithher

parentsandSandi.Iswallowed.

Chief:"Yibolaba?(Isthisthem?)"

Pretty:"yeboNkosiyam(yesmyking)"

Hestoodupwithhisstickinhishandandbeforehe



couldreachusSiyandaspoke.

Siyanda:"ungazeulimalemadalahlalaphansi

(beforeyougethurtoldmansitdown)"

Induna:"usithathaphiisibindisokukhuluma

nenkosiyalaphakanjaloMfana?(Wheredoyouget

thegutstotalktoourkinglikethatboy)"

Siyanda:"ngibizengomfanafuthingizokutshengisa

ubaniphakathikwethu(callmeboyagain,Iwill

showyouwhoisaboybetweenus)"

Women:"Heeh!"

Theyclaptheirhandsshakingtheirheads.

Nkosi:"asivayeni(let'sleave.Weturned)"



Chief:"niyadelelaangikakaqediukukhulumaNani

(youarerude.Iamnotfinishedtalkingtoyou)"

Nkosi:"sengiqedileMina(Iamdone)"

Hetookmyhand.

Induna:"Ukubolakwento(Rottenthing)"

NkositurnedandtookouthisgunandIheldhis

hand.

Nkosi:"ngithevoetseksiyahambaNomaufuna

ngikuphelenhlamvu?(Isaidvoetsekweareleaving

oryouwantmetogiveyouthisbullet?)"

Hekeptquiet.



Me:"asambeThembinkosi(let'sgoThembinkosi)"

HeloweredhisgunandInduna'sfaceeasedupand

heturnedandturnedagainandmadeapopping

soundthatmadethemjumpinfearandtheguys

laughed.

Nhlanhla:"Msheksudlalangabobazoshonaihigh

high(Msheksyouareplayingwiththem.Theywill

diefromhighbloodpressure)"

Hechuckledandheldmywaist.

Nkosi:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Inoddedandwewalkedtothecarandgotinand

musicplayedandhedroveoff.



Me:"Unolakaalusheshayo(youarequicktobe

angry)"

Nkosi:"haveIeverbeenshorttemperedwithyou"

Me:"No"

Nkosi:"ungakhathazeki(don'tworry)"

Inoddedandyawned.

Nkosi:"sleep."

Me:"mystuff"

Nkosi:"wewillbuynewones.Ifwedelayhewill



findyouhere.BetterinDurban"

Me:"ok"

IclosedmyeyesandIslept.

.

.

.

*SIMULINDILE*

wehavebeentravellingforalongtime.Westarted

byboardingonaplaneattheairportthenwhenwe

landedinPietermaritzburgwehiredcarsanddrove

offtoMsinga.WhenwearrivedGodpeoplelivehere.



Iwouldn'tsurviveatall.

Me:"howdoesNdalosurvivethis?"

Isaidlookingatthewomencarryingbucketson

theirhead.

Mpesheni:"weneedtogotothechieffirstand

maybehewilldirectustowhereNdalolives."

Nkalakatha:"Enzaokubonayo.Ngicasukile,yazi

makengambona(seewhatyouwilldo.Youknow

whenIseeher....?)"

Me:"Youwon'tdoanythingtillwegetto

Johannesburg."

Mpesheni:"Uyangithusakulezintsuku(youscare



methesedays)"

Hesaidlookingatmethroughthereviewmirror.He

wastheonedriving.

Me:"kumeleuthuke(youaresupposedtobe

scared)"

Igavehimaconnivingsmirk.

Mpesheni:"Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Me:"nami(metoo)"

Nkalakatha:"ninganginyanyisinobabilinxx(don't

irritatemeyoutwo)"

Irolledmyeyes.Ilaidbackonmyseatandlooked



out.Weaskedaroundforthechiefshouseandwe

gotthereandthenparkedthecarandgotout.The

manlookedoldandhadahugebellylikehewas

pregnant.

Woman:"abanyeomgulukudubaba(otherthugs)"

Man:"nifunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)"

TheotherguyslookedlikefarmShakaZulu'sbut

theywerenicelydarkchocolate.

Nkalakatha:"Tsekuthisifunani?(Tsekyouare

askinguswhatwewant)"

Man:"yininganiBafanaabayeyisayo?(What's

withyourudeboys)"



Me:"Nkalakathasidedelesikhulume(letustalk)"

Heclickshistongue.

Mpesheni:"ehbabasizengofuno.Sibhekaintokazi

yalaphakulesisigodi(uhmsirwecameherein

search.Wearesearchingforaladyfromthisplace

)"

Chief:"Khulumangilale(talkIamlistening)"

Mpeshenilookedatme.

Me:"yeboigamanguNdaloMthethwa(yes,her

nameisNdaloMthethwa)"

Theylookedateachotherandoneoftheguys

chuckled.



Him:"uqedakuhambanabanjengani,omgulukudu

njengani(shejustleftwithpeoplelikeyou,thugs

likeyou)"

Nkalakatha:"Umdedelelani?(Whydidyoulether

go?)"

Hepouncesontheguyandsqueezedhisneck.

Mpesheniheldhim.

Mpesheni:"yehlisaumoya(calmdown)"

Heclickedhistongueandletgoandhefixed

himself.Angerseemedvisibleandmadehimsexy.

Him:"nx"



Nkalakatha:"ngizokungcwabaSan(Iwillburryyou

)"

Chief:"Thulani!(keepquiet)"

Weweresilent.

Me:"niyaziukuthiuhambenobani?(Doyouknow

whosheleftwith?)"

Him:"Asibazikodwangiyaziukuthiakasiyena

owakwaMthethwamanje(wedon'tknow,butI

knowthatsheisnotaMthethwaanymore)"

Mpesheni:"uqonde?(Youmean?)"

Him:"Ushadile(sheismarried)"



Nkalakatha:"fuckIamgoingtokillNdalo!"

Me:"calmdown"

Nkalakatha:"shutup"

Mpesheni:"gowaitinthecar,Ithinkit'sbest"

Hecursedandwenttothecar.Ndalojustdugher

grave.

Me:"ushadelekabanimhlampe?(Whodidshe

marry?)"

Him:"utheikaMajolaedolobheni(shesaidit's

Majolainthecity)"

Mpehsenilookedatme.



Mpesheni:"awubacazelabantuKadebelah(can

youdiscribethementhatwerehere?)"

Girl:"indodaKadeehambanayoiyakhanyakhanya.

Inesibaziesingasehlweni,ufakearingamathathu

(themansheleftwithiscaramelinskincolour.He

hasascarbyhiseyeandhehas3rings)"

Iwasconfused.

Mpesheni:"siyabonga.Nisalekahle(thankyou.

Staywell)"

Theynoddedandwewalkedbacktothecar.

Me:"whocoulditbe?"



Mpehseni:"youaregonnafindout."

Wegottothecarandgotin.

Nkalakatha:"didyoufindanything?"

Mpesheni:"wedid"

Hesayswhatthegirlandthatguysaidand

Nkalakathapunchesthedashboardanditis

damaged.

Nkalakatha:"fuck!Howcouldshe?Iwillkillthem

both!"

Me:"whoisit?"

Mpehseni:"sheismarriedtoThembinkosi"



Me:"woah"

WowNdaloissuchahoe.Jumpingfromone

brothertoanotherandmarryingsomeonehusband.

Igiveherabellsshame.

Nkalakatha:"siyaeThekwinimanje,ringauSly(we

aregoingtoDurban,callsly)"

Mpehseninodsandlooksatme.

Mpesheni:"kuyashubababygirl(it'sgettingtough

babygirl)"

Hestartsthecaranddrivesoff.

Thisisgoingtobeabloodbathanditwon'tend



well.WhydidmombringNdalointoourlivesinthe

firstplace?

.

.
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WehavejustenteredDurbanandIhavebeen

sleepingthewholejourney.IwasreallytiredandI

amhappythatNkosiisherewithus.Irubbedmy

stomachasIfelthungryandhelookedatmeand

touchedmystomach.

Nkosi:"siqinile(it'shard)"



Me:"yeahandIamhungry"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"Siyandawillbringfoodforyou"

InoddedandhedrovetoadirectionthatIdidn't

knowoff.

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Nkosi:"Ekhaya(home)"

Me:"butit'snotthisdirection.

Nkosi:"TrustmeNdalo"



Isighedandnodded.Hecarriedondrivingand

therewassilenceinthecar.Hearrivedatbeautiful

housesandIwasintriguedwiththem.Heliveshere?

Me:"uLondie"

Nkosi:"ungakhathazekingaye(don'tworryabout

her)"

Inoddedandagateopenedandhedrovein.The

housewasgreyincolour.Heparkednexttoa

RangeRogerandhegotoutandtheothersstopped

behindhim.Igotoutaswell

Nkosi:"muphiuSiyanda?(WhereisSiyanda?)"

Nhlanhla:"heiscoming"



Henoddedandwewentinside.Iwasholdinghis

handscaredasever.Assoonaswewalkedin

policewerepointinggunsathimandI.

Nkosi:"sengicabangaukuthiniyangithanda

manje(Ithinkyouguyslovemenow)"

Officer:"Youescaped.Youknowthiswilladdon."

Nkosi:"indodamakumeleyenzeenze(whenaman

doeshedoes)"

Tearsjustleftmyeyes.Heisleavingagain.there

wassomeonewhowhistledastheycuffedhim.

Nkosi:"ngizobuyaNdalo(IwillcomebackNdalo)"

Officer:"kancanenje(thatwon'thappen)"



Nkosi:"ngikhulumanawe(amItalkingtoyou?)"

"Ngabengiyisgxhoboyini?(AmIastatue?)"

Itwasamandressedinablacksuitholdingsomea

briefcaseandpaper.

Officer:"ufunaniwena?(Whatdoyouwant?)"

Him:"celaungidedeleleiclientlammanje(uncuff

myclientnow)"

Officer:"Ngobani?(Why?)"

Him:"alikhoicalakuye.(Thereisnocrimeagainst

him)"



Hehandedthepapertotheofficer.

Officer:"kodwa(but....)"

Nkosi:"akusheshe(hurryup)"

Theyuncuffedhimandhetwistedhiswristsand

huggedmeandIcried.

Nkosi:"don'tcry"

Officer:"Iwillbebackforyou,asambeni(let'sgo)"

Theywalkedoutandthelawyerhighfiveswith

Nhlanhla.

Nhlanhla:"welldone"



Lawyer:"it'swheremyloyaltieslie.Letmerush."

Nkosi:"sho"

ThelawyerwalkedoutcrossingpathswithLondie.

Shetookoffhersunglasses.

Nhlanhla:"Mamkhulu(Firstwife)"

Hechuckledandwalkedout.

Londie:"kwenzakalanilahMsheks?(Whatisgoing

onMsheks?)"

Sheputherbagdownandlookedatmeupand

downclearlydisgusted.



Nkosi:"uNdalouzohlalaNathiisikhashana(Ndalo

willlivewithusforawhile)"

Londie:"Haibo!FirstIhavetoacceptthatsheis

yourwifeandIamsharingyounowwehavetolive

together?"

Nkosi:"bengicabangaukuthingiyicacisileleyo(I

thoughImadeitclear)"

Londie:"uthesizohlalangokuhlukanayinileh?

(Yousaidwewillliveseperatelywhatisthis?)"

Nkosi:"Londiesengikhulumile(LondieIhave

talked)"

Sherollshereyesclearlyirritatedandshegivesme

alookandwalksoff.Siyandawalksinwithapaper

bagfromMcDonald's.



Siyanda:"Hereyougomancane"

Me:"Thanks.IwillcooklaterifIamallowed"

Nkosikissesmycheek.

Nkosi:"Imissedyourcooking"

Ismiled.

Siyanda:"inthatcase.Iamstaying."

IgiggledandwesatdownandIstartedeating

beforeIwenttothekitchenandIcooked.

.



.

.
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YesterdayNkosiwantedtosleepwithmebutItold

himtogosleepwithLondie.It'sherhouseandwe

can'tdisrespectherlikethat.HecalledmethoughI

wasliketworoomsawayfromthemandafterI

dozedofftosleep.Ihadanunsettlingsleep

yesterdayandIthinkthebabywasrestlessthatis

why.Iwokeupandthelightwasn'tshiningas

brightsinceit'swinter.IgotoffthebedandI

stretchedandwobblestothebathroom.Ifeltlike

somethingwasbetweenmythighs.Isatonthe

toiletandpeedbeforesomethingslimycameoutof

myvirginaandItookthetoiletpaperandIwiped



myself.Itwasaclot.Ilookeddowninthetoiletand

it'sjustdropsoffblood.Littledrops.IsighedandI

wipedmyselfandIflushedthenwenttotakeabath.

IneedtorelaxandtrustthatNkosiwillprotectus.I

expectedtoomuchfromhimtodothatforme

thoughbuthewantstodoitAndIappreciateit.I

wasenjoyingthewarmwaterwhileplayingwithita

bit.

"Siyakufanela(itsuitsyou)"

Istoppedplayingwiththewaterandarchesmy

headtolookathim.

Me:"ini?(What?)"

Hewalkedincloserandhepulledhissleevesoff

hispoloneckandheplacedhishandinthebathtub

andranhisfingersonmylittlestomach.



Nkosi:"Kuyakufanelaukuphathainganeyam(it

suitsyoutocarrymychild)"

HesmiledlookingatmeandIsmiled,Iputmyhand

onhisthatwasontopofmystomach.

Me:"uyangihluphakodwa.Ulaka(heisbothering

me,theanger)"

Welaughed.

Nkosi:"ufunzeitaimalakhe(hetakesafterhis

father)"'

Hekissesmyforehead.Iclosemyeyes.

Nkosi:"Iwon'tletanythingharmbothofyou"



WhydoIfeelblessedatthismoment.Iwantedto

crytearsofjoybutjusthugesmilewasplastered

onmyface.

Me.:"Othingiphume(letmegetout)"

Hehelpedmegetoutandhecarriedmetothebed

andwenttothewardrobeandtookalotionandhis

clothesandhecameandlotionedmebefore

dressingmeup.Thetopwasverybaggyonmebut

suitedme.

Nkosi:"Umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Me:"thankyou"

Hepulledmebymywaistandkissedmylipsand

heldmycheeksandlooksintomyeyes.



Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Heperkedmylips.

Nkosi:"Ngiyakuthandaandkakhuluangizisoli

ngaluthongawe(Iloveyouandsomuch.Idon't

regretanythingwithyou)"

Me:"Namingokunjalo(metooaswell)"

Hechuckled

"Kumnandi(it'snice)"

WelookedtowardsthedooranditwasLondiewith

herarmsfolded.Shegavemeanevileye.She



walkedinandpushedmeoffandkissedNkosion

thelips.Ifeltsomethinginmemovewhenshedid

that.Isitjealousy?Noitcan'tbeNdalo.

Nkosi:"Ineedtoleave."

Londie:"ohthereissomeoneforyoudownstairs."

Nkosi:"ok.Ndalolet'sgofeedyou"

Londieclickedhertongueandwalkedout.

Me:"Nkosiumucasulile(youupsether)"

Nkosi:"uyenaoqinile.AsambeNdalo(sheisthe

toughnut.Letsgo)"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkeddownthestairs.



Weweretalkingwhensomeonespoke

"sihlangenebabygirl(wemeetagainbabygirl)"

Myheartwasbeatingoutofmychest.Itwas

PhilaniandhewaswithMpesheniandSimu.They

hadcompanyandpointedgunsasus.Iwasscared.

IheldontoNkosiwhodidn'tlookthatbothered.

Philani:"WozaNdalo(comeNdalo)"

Nkosi:"sheisnotgoinganywhere"

Philani:"angikhuluminawe.(Iamnottalkingto

you)"

Nkosi:"butIam"



Philani:"Slytakeher."

IwascryingSlywalkedtowardsusandNkositook

outhisgunfastandhecrockeditanditwaspinged

intheair.

Nkosi:"Ndalohamba!(Ndalogo!)"

Me:"Nk...."

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

IwalkedoffupthestairsrunningAndgotinthe

bedroomandIlockedmyselfin.IcriedandIprayed

thatGodintervenes.

.



.

*MSHEKS*

Iwaslookingatmybrotherandthemanbeforeme

surfacedasmystepfather.Iwasn'tafraidtokill

him.Myloyaltiesarenowherenearhim.Ifhewants

toharmNdalohehastogothroughmefirst.

Me:"youdecidedtooutnumbermehuh?"

Philani:"putthegundown.Youaregonnadie

anywayforthebetrayal"

Me:"shewasonthemarketandIsawan

opportunityawisemanwouldsee"

Philani:"Fuckyou"



IuncrockedmygunandIthrewitonthecouchand

raisemyhands.

Me:"(walkingtowardshim)Inkunziezimbili

esibayeniesisodwaNdoda(twobillsinonekraal

man)"

Philani:"Onemustbeleft."

ItookoutmypocketknifeasIgotcloserandhestill

hadhisgun.

Me:"iphakathikwaminawelento(it'sbetweenme

andyou)"

Hecrockedhisgunandpointeditonmyforehead

andIlaughed.IknewIgothim,Philaniisweak.The

otherslowertheirgunsandIchuckle.



Me:"seeyouinhellbrother"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.

[09/17,17:17] :Insert43

*MSHEKS*

Hechuckled.

Philani:"Mngene(ontohim)"



Hewalkedtowardsthestairs.

Me:"Ngekengiyenzelentoukubeuwenan(I

wouldn'tdothatifIwereyou)"

Philani:"Voetsekmasimbakho(Voetsekyoushit)"

Ikeepquiet.

Philani:"uzokulandelakwaNdalowakho(shewill

followyou)"

Hesnappedhisfingersandtheyallpointedgunsat

me.Ichuckled.

Me:"really?"



Simu:"really"

IlookedherdirectionandIthrewtheknifeandit

landedonherneckandshedroppedhergunand

heldherneckwhileitoozedblood.Gunshotswere

releasedmydirectionbutIheldchokingSimuand

usedherasashieldandthenwhenthebulletswere

alloverherbodyslitherthroatmakingherhead

hangfromherbody.IwasfulloffbloodandIspit

onherandtookoffmytopthatwasbloody.

Mpesheni:"uzozisolangalentooyenzileMsheks

(youaregonnaregretwhatyoudidMsheks)"

IchuckledandoversteppedSimu.

Me:"Onedown.4togo.

.



.

.

*NDALO*

IcouldhearthegunshotsandIwasscared.I

rubbedmybellyanditonlyseemedtocalmme

downabit.Icouldhearfootstepsandpeople

talking.

"MuphiLondie?!(whereissheLondie?!)"

IcouldhearPhilanisaythatwhileLondiewas

screaming.

Londie:"NkalakathaNgiyeke(leavemealone)"



Philani:"Shutup!"

Therewasaloudpha!Andherscreaming.Whereis

Nkosi.LetmecallSiyanda.Iwasshaking.

"Ndalophuma!(Ndalocomeout)ifIgetyouIwill

killyou"

TearsblurredmyvisionandIdialedthenumberand

outthephoneonmyear.

Siyanda:"Mancane"

Me:"PhuthumauPhilaniulah(hurry,Philaniishere

)"

Siyanda:"uphiuMsheks?(WhereisMsheks?)"



Me:"heisdownstairsfightingguysalone"

Siyanda:"(laughing)don'tworry.Nakekelaincosi.

(Takecareofthechild)"

Me:"aren'tyoucoming?"

Siyanda:"uMsheksakaphazanyiswa.Sho(Msheks

isnottobedisturbed)"

Hehungupandtherewasaloudbangonthedoor.

Philani:"Ndaloopenup!"

Iheldonmypillowanddoingasmallprayer.Gun

shotscameagainandIfrightened.



Philani:"Ngizosikhahlelalesiscabha(Iwillbreak

down.Thisdoor.)"

Me:"Jesu"

.

.

*MSHEKS*

TheywastedtheirbulletsonSimu.Ithoughtthey

wouldbemorepreparedbutiamdisappointed.

Mpehsenithrowshisgunonthesideandtakesoff

hisjacketandtakesoutanokap.

Mpehseni:"asiyilungisenjengamasoda(let'sdoit

likemen)"



Ithrewmyknifeonthefloor.Icrunchedmy

knuckles.TodaytheywillknowwhyIrunThisplace

,whyIamfearedandcalledMsheksforareason.

WhyIrunthelawwhenIwantto.Hewalked

towardsmeandIformedthefightingmoveandhe

swingedtheknifearoundanditlandedonmyarm.

HepulleditoutandIgroaned.Ihelditabitandit

wasbleeding.Ikickedhischestandhehelditinhis

embracetobalanceback.HewasnexttoLondie's

fishtank.Wefistfoughtandhescratchedmepretty

good.Igotholdofhisheadandsankitinthetank

whiletakingmybeltout.Hewasfightingmeand

tryingtodominatehepushedmeoverwithhis

strengthandhisheadwasoutofthetank.Itookoff

mybeltandaimedforhiseyeanditgotstretched.It

wasbleeding.Ihoppedthebeltaroundhisneckand

andIwassqueezingit.

Me:"wenabhariudenkangubaniMina?(Youfool

whodoyouthinkIam.)Icarrymygunforshow

,youwilldieinmyhandsandIdon'tmindyour



bloodinit"

IletgoofhimandhecoughedandIletgoofmy

beltandItooktherockdecorationinthelounge

areaandsmasheditonhishead.Hegroanedin

painandhisfacewasbloody.Itookoutmyother

pocketknifeandinserteditstraightinhisheadand

hewasdown.Ispitonhim.

Me:"nxxNgcolisaindluyamngesfebesakho

(messingupmyhousewithyourbitch)"

Iturnedtolookfortheotherguybuthewasgone.I

tookmybeltandworeitandtookmyphoneandI

calledNhlanhla.

Nhlanhla:"Msheks"

Me:"Philani"



IhungupafterthatandItookmygunandwentup

thestairs.IwantPhilanitodieaslowone.Iwon't

killhimliketherest.Hewillknowmeeveninhis

hell.

.

.

*NDALO*

Iwasgettingscared.Therewasabitofsilenceand

IrantotheclosetandItriedtolookforaplaceto

hidenothing.Istoodbythedoorandthelightswere

off.Gunshotsandthedoorwasopen.Iwas

sweatingandprayingGodprotectsus.

Philani:"NdaloNdalo,ncnc"



HesaysandIamsilent.Mybreathingissubsided.

Philani:"NgiyakuthandaNdalo,ngakuthandaNdalo

(IloveyouNdalo.IlovedyouNdalo)"

Hewaswalkingaroundbyhisfootsteps.

Philani:"Wangenzani?Wafeba(whatdidyoudo?

Youhoed)"

HeshotsomethingandIjumped.

Philani:"askiesmacashelanamanje(Nomorehide

andseeknow.)"

Gunshot!



Gunshot!

Theclosetdoorhandlewastouchedandturned.Oh

godhefoundme.Itopenedandthelightswere

turnedon.Iwasinthevergeofpeeingmyselfthat

moment.

Me:"(whispering)Gogo"

.

.

.
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Iwasdoingalittleprayer.Myheartbeatwasracing

andit'slikeIcouldfeelitonmythroatbeating.My

handswereshakingandIhavenowheretogo.The

lightsopenandIcouldseehisshadowenteringthe

closetwithhisguninthehand.

Philani:"NdalosthandwaSam"

Ikeptquietthoughiwasshaking.Helookedbehind

thedoorandoureyesmetandIknewthiswasmy

end.HepulledmebymyhairasIwascrying.

Philani:"uyangijwayelaNdalo(youshitonme

Ndalo!)"

Hisgriparoundmyhairwastight.Hewasdragging

mewhileIwaskickingandcryingjustlikehowI

imagineditwouldhappen.



Philani:"voetsekumsindo!"

Me:"Ngiyakucela,ngiyaxolisa(please.Iamsorry)"

IsaidcryingandheslappedmeandIlandedonthe

bed.

Philani:"shutup!Youhavenosayinthis"

Icouldtastethebloodonmylipsasheslappedme

withthebackofhisgun.HetookoffhisbeltandI

wasfighting.

Philani:"VoetsekNdalo!"

AbulletinmythighandIwasscreaming.

Gunshot!Gunshot!



Hewasdown.IlookedatthedooranditwasNkosi.

Hewalkedinfurtherandkickedphilani'sguntothe

side.Heshothimonhislegsbecausehewas

holdingthere.Mythighwasburning.

Msheks:"ngikukhuzile(Iwarnedyou)"

Philani:"(groaningandchuckling)ungibulaleke

manje(killmenow)"

Nkosi:"Hayingenglamvu,ngifunauzizweizandla

zamizikuthatheumpefumulo(nowwithabullet.I

wantyoutofeelmyhandstakingawayyourbreath

)"

Heuncrockedhisgunandhecametomeandtook

offhisbeltanwrappeditaroundmythightightand

tookoutapocketknife.



Nkosi:"kancaneNdalo(justalittlebit)"

HeinserteditinandIscreamedinpainashedug

more.

Me:"Nkosiuyangilimaza!(Youarehurtingme)"

Nkosi:"NgiyaxolisasthandwaSam(Iamsorry)"

HetookoutthebulletandNhlanhlagotinand

whistled

Nhlanhla:"Small.UzodabulaamafuVandag

?(Small.Youaregonnadietoday?)

OtherguyswalkedinandtookPhilaniawayand

Nkosicarriedmetohisbedroom.Londiewasonthe



bedandshewascrying.Helaidmenexttoherand

hewenttotakesomethingandbrandyandhe

pouredsomeonmybruisebeforenursingit.

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"

Londie:"Cishengafauwenanalengane!(Ialmost

diedbecauseofyouandthischild),"

Wewerequiet.Shegotoffthebedandwalkedout

oftheroom.

Me:"uzombulala?(Youaregonnakillhim?)"

Nkosi:"restnow."

Hewasignoringmyquestion.Ilethimbe.



Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Ifeltthatslimeagainandhewasabouttopickme

up.

Me:"Ngizozihambela(Iwillgoonmyown)"

Hesighed.Hisupperbodywasbruisedandmore

scarsbuthedidn'tlooklikesomeonewhoisinpain.

Igotofthebedslowlyandstoodonmyfeet.Itwent

downmylegandIfeltdizzy.IalmostfellbutNkosi

heldme.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Hisvoicewasfaintbeforeitwaslightsout.

.



.

*MSHEKS*

Ndalogotoffthebedandstartedfeelingdizzy

beforeIcaughther.Ididn'tknowwhattodobut

tryingtowakeherupwithnoresponse.Siyandagot

intheroom

Siyanda:"Msheksbesithi......"

Me:"sheisnotresponding"

Siyanda:"idingaisbhedlela(sheneedthehospital

)"

Ipickedherupandwalkedoutwithhertheguys



werecleaningup.IwilldealwithPhilanilateron

andmyangertowardshimaside.Wegetinthecar

andIplaceherandIgetinandIdriveoffinhigh

speed.Idon'tcareifthecopscatchmeatthis

momentatall.Ilookatherthroughthereview

mirrorandshelookspale.FinallyIgettothe

hospitalandIamcarryingher.Theymeandthe

bringastretcherandwheelheraway.Thenurse

comestome.

Nurse:"Sircanwecheckonyourbruises?"

IhuffandIfollowher.It'snothingbigjustthatshe

cleansthemupandItoldhertoasknoquestions.

Shedidn'tasthematall.AfterthatIwalkedoutand

foundaDr.Iwenttohim.

Me:"HowisNdalo?"

Helooksatme.



Dr:"Wehavestabilizedher.Herwoundfromher

thighisnotinfectedandshehastoomuchstress

levels.

Me:"urytnomaakekhoryt?(Issheokornotok?

)"

Dr:"sheisgoingtobeok.Shealmostlostthebaby"

Inodded.

Me:"Iwanttoseeher"

Dr:"thisway"

Ifollowedafterhimandheshowedmeherward

shewassleepingin.Goodthingtheyalreadyplaced



heralone.Idon'tneedherstressinganymore.I

wentinandclosedthedoorandIlookedatherwith

handsinmypocket.Igotclosertoherandranmy

fingersonherbruisedcheekandMom'spleasand

beggingtobeforgivencamebackandmyanger

rosebutIshouldn'tletitgettomefornow.

IkissedherforeheadandIrubbedherstomach

ontopofherhospitalgown.

Me:"ngizomcima,ngekeaphindeanihluphe(Iwill

killhim,hewillnotbotheryoueveragain)"

Iheldherhand.MyheartwasbeatingslowasI

lookedather.Througheverythingsheisstill

beautiful,Idon'tmeanoutsideonlybutIalways

meaninside.Sheshouldneverchange.Inunknown

waysshecalmsmedown.IchuckledathowIfell

forhersoquick,ittookLondietogetaroundalot

formetonoticeherbutforNdaloittookherto

standinaroomandhertinyvoiceformetonotice



her.MyphoneringsadItakeitout.

Me:"sho""

Siyanda:"Sesifikile(wehavearrived)"

Me:"MaKulaphi?(WhereisMaK?)"

Siyanda:"sheisathome"

Me:"oksho"

Ihungupandkissedherlips.

Me:"Ngiyabuya(Iamcomingback)"

Iwalkedoutafterthatandwenttomycar.Igotin



andIdroveofftoUMlazi.

.

.

.
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Iopenedmyeyesslowlyandmywholebodywas

aching.Thepainwasthereandmostdefinitelyon

mythigh.IrubbedmyeyesandItriedtositupabut

andIlookedaroundandIwasinthehospital.The

dooropenedandaladycarryingapinkplasticstook

thebinandputalltherubbishinthere.hewalked

outandItookthejugthatwasnexttomeandmy

handswereshaking.IputitdownandIjustcried.



Healmostkilledmeifitwasn'tforNkosiwalkingIn

ontimeIwouldn'tbealiveatthismoment.Ithank

GodforthatandforNkosiwantingtoalways

protectme.IbreathedoutandMaKwalkedinthe

wardandcamemysideandshehuggedme.

MaK:"sekudlulileMntanami(it'shaspassednowmy

child)"

Me:"Cishewangibulala(healmostkilledme)"

MaK:"Don'tcry.It'snotgoodforthebaby"

Inoddedandshehelpedmedrinkwater.She

brushedmyhair.

MaK:"Ulambile?(Areyouhungry?)"



Iamreally.Inoddedandshetookoutherphone

andshetypesonitandthenshegotdone.

MaK:"kuzofikayezwa?jumboukudlakwalah(it's

gonnacomeok?Foodfromhereisnotnice)"

Igiggled.

MaK:"ngikuthandanjengendodakazi(Iloveyou

likeadaughter)"

Thatwarmedmyheart.

Me:"namiman(metooman)"

Shekissedmyforehead.

MaK:"lalakancanengizkuvusa(sleepabit.Iam



gonnawakeyouup)"

InoddedandIwasofftoosleep.

.

.

.

*MSHEKS*

IdrovetoUMlazi,Iamahardcorethug.Idon'thide

behindwarehouse'sandwhatnot.Igrewupinthe

hoodandaroundhoodthugsandIamgonnakill

youthehoodway.IhadchangedandIgotthere

andIgotoutofmycarandIlitacigaretteandI

walkedinsidethehouse.Wechangelocations.



Warehouse'swillbeknownintheendbutwedoour

businessindifferenthousesatdifferenttimesso

policewon'tnotice.GetinandNhlanhlaishitting

himwithachainwrappedaroundhisfist.Theyhad

tiedhimonachair.Ileanedbythedoorframe.

Ta'bruise:"Kadesasikhuza(wehavebeenwarning

you)"

Siyanda:"ukubeuhlaleedladleningabeawubodi

Vandag(ifyoustayedhomeyouwouldn'tbedying

today)"

Hewasgroaningasbruisewaspunchinghischest

asIwaslookingathimIsawmystepfather.Isaw

thatmonsterthattormentedmymother.Iwalked

closertohim.

Me:"ayidede(moveback)"



Theydidandhewasbleeding.Itookapuffand

puffeditonhisfaceandhespithisbloodonme.I

chuckledandIpunchedhisfaceandIhelditandI

burnedhimwiththecigaretteandhegroanedandI

threwitaway.Itookoffmyshirt

Philani:"Ngizokupokela(Iwillhauntyou)"

Me:"shoakunasmoko(surethereisnoproblem)"

Hespitthebloodonthefloorandhegroaned.

Me:"yabonalah(youseehere)"

Ipointedatmyscare.

Philani:"Kwakumeleufe(youweresupposedto

die)"



Me:"kodwaubaniwafa?Itaimalakho(butwho

died?Yourfather)"

Hespitontheground.

Philani:"Kantiuselenjaengambulala(youarethe

dogthatkilledhim?)"

Me:"naweuyakhona(youarealsoheadingthere

)"

IsnappedmyfingersandSiyandahandedmea

sledgeHammer.Iswingeditonhiskneecapandhe

groaned.

Ta'bruise:"YazuZazaKadeengishayelaethi

isgrizanasidingainhliziyo(youknowZazawas

tellingmethathisgrandmotherneedsaheart)"



IputthesledgehammerdownandItookita

cigaretteandIlititandsmoked.

Me:"udenka?(Youthinking?)"

Ta'bruise:"uwenauGuluva(youaretheboss)"

Ichuckled.IlookedatPhilani.

Me:"uyezwa?Uzosisaisgrizanasethu(youhear?

Youwillhelpourgrandmother)"

WelaughedandItookoutmypocketknifeand

wentbehindhimandIpulledhisheadback.

Me:"Bukalah(lookhere)"



Hewasgroaning.Istabbedhiseyeandhegroaned.

Itwistedmyknifeandhewasscreaming.

Me:"Voetsekshlama!(Shutupyoushit!)"

Itookitoutandmadehimlickhisblood.

Me:"Bukafuthi(lookagain)"

Istabbedhisothereyeanddidthesamewithit.I

tookouttheknifeandmadehimlickit.

Siyanda:"brutal"

Ta'bruise:"fruit"

Ichuckled.IwentaroundhimandIstabbedhis

neckandbloodandlefttheknifethere.Hewas



chokingforsure.

Me:"Letha(bring)"

SiyandatookouthispocketknifeandIrippedhis

shirtoutandpointeditinthemiddle.Animageof

Ndalotouchingmychestandrunningherfingers

downmyscarbroughtmemoriesofhowIgotit.It

broughtbackhowheshotNdaloandIstabbedhim

anddraggedtheknifeinthemiddleandIleftitthere

andtookitoutofhisneck.Myhandshadhisblood

andIdidn'tcare.Iopenedhimandhisinsidescame

out.

Me:"coolerbox?"

TheybroughtitandIputhisinsidesthereand

wrappedup.Myeverywherewasbloody.



Me:"Lethaamanzi(bringwater)"

TheydidandIwashedmyself.

Siyanda:"wow."

Me:"shisaniyonkinto(burneverything)"

Ta'bruise:"O'lady?(Yourmother)"

Me:"lizodlula(shewillgetoverit)"

Iwipedmyself.

Me:"Idon'twantanytrace"

Ta'bruise:"sure"



IwenttohimandtooktheknifeandIcuthispenis

off.

Me:"sellittothosewhodon'thave"

TheylaughedandItooktheknivesandIwalkedout

anwenttothecar.Igotinanddroveoff.DamnI

needtotakeashower3timestoday.

.

.

.
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AfterIate,IfellasleepwithMaKsayingthatshewill

stayhereandlookoutformeforashortwhile.I

noddedandsleptthattime.IwokeupandIlooked

aroundandMaKwasnowhereinsite.Itriedtosit

upanditwasabitofastruggleandseemslikeit's

thenighttime.Thedooropenedandthesmellof

Nicotineandmanlyperfumeenteredandfilledthe

wholeward.Ismiledashewalkedinandhedidtoo.

Hecamebymysideandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:"Iboughtyouthis"

IgiggledshehandedahugeteddybeartomeandI

heldit.

Nkosi:"IalwaysseeandIheardgirlsloveit.Iam

newatthis"

Me:"thankyou"



Heheldmystomachandlookedatme.

Nkosi:"ugrand?(Areyouok?)"

InoddedandIlaidmyheadonhischest.

Me:"Kusabuhlungulaphakodwangirite(ithurts

therebutIamok)"

Nkosi:"kungconomawurite(it'sgoodwhenyouare

ok)"

Therewassilence.

Nkosi:"Ndalongiyaxolisa(NdaloIamsorry)"



Isatupandlookedathim.

Me:"ngani?(About?)

Nkosi:"ngokungakuvikeli(fornotprotectingyou)"

Me:"ukubeawungivikelangangabeangikholah

,ngabesenginomamanogogo(ifyoudidn'tprotect

meIwouldbewithmymotherandgrandmother

rightnow.)"

Heheldme.

Nkosi:"let'snotalkaboutthat"

Me:",uphiuLondie?(WhereisLondie?)"

Nkosi:"useMthwalume.Uhambengengathi



ngikulethalah(sheisinMthwalume.Sheleftthe

timeIbroughtyouhere.)"

Me:"akajabulengalento(sheisnothappyabout

this)"

Nkosi:"okwakhelokho(it'sherproblem)"

Ihithimsoftlywiththebear.

Me:"Haiboawushokanjalongomunye(youdon't

talklikethataboutsomeoneelse)"

Hechuckledandperkedmylips.

Nkosi:"yaziuveleungicazemeseuzenzanje(you

turnmeonwhenyoudothis)"



Ifrownedandhechuckled.

Nkosi:"Ngiyadlala(Iamplaying)"

Me:"sheisyourwife"

Nkosi:"Iknowbutyouarehurt.Ihavebeenwith

herfor15years"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatter"

Nkosi:"youwantmetogotoher?"

Me:"angishongonjalo(Ididn'tsaythat)"

Nkosi:"kantiuthiniNdalok'mina?(Whatareyou

sayingtome?)"



Me:"asiyekengobaengathisizoxhabana(let's

leaveitbecauseitlookslikewearegonnafight)"z

Nkosi:"wearenotfighting"

Me:"Ididn'tsaythatThembinkosistopmisreading

mywords"

Nkosi:"yehlisaumoya(calmdown)"

Me:"don'tannoymeplease"

Iheldontheteddybear.

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"



Ikeptquietandheheldmyhand.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh"

Nkosi:"Khulumanami(talktome)"

Me:"Angazingingathini(Idon'tknowwhattosay

)"

Nkosi:"Ungikwatele?(Areyoumadatme?)"

Me:"No.Iamnot,(sigh)NkosiIwasn'tsayingyou

shouldgotolondienowbutIfeellikeyouarealso

neglectingherasyourwife,IfeellikesinceIcameI

causedashiftbetweenyoutwo"



Nkosi:"youdidn't"

Me:"uyamthanda?(Youloveher?)",

Nkosi:"celasingakhulumingoLondiengoba

sizoxhabana(let'snottalkaboutLondiebecause

wearegonnafight)"

Inodded.

Me:"uyafunaukubonainganeksasa?(Doyou

wanttoseethebabyTomorrow?)"

Hesmiled.

Nkosi:"Iwouldlovethat"

IsmiledaswellandItouchedhisgoldchain.



Me:"whydoyoualwayswearone?"

Nkosi:"it'sastyle"

Ishookmyheadandhechuckled.

Nkosi:"youwon'tunderstand"

HekissedmylipsandIreturneditaswell.Itwas

slowasheplaceshishandonmycheekandbroke

itandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:"NgiyakuthandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

Me:"Nathisiyakuthanda(weloveyouaswell)"



Ifeltsafeandsomehowfree.IhopePhilaniisout

ofourlives.Iamnotgoingtoaskabouthimatthe

momentbutenjoythismomentandthankGodthat

Ididn'tdie.

.

.

.
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TwodayslaterIwasgettingdischarged.That

officerthatdoesn'tlikeNkosicameandquestioned

meaboutmygunshotbutIsaiditwasjust

someoneIdidn'tsee,itwasagunshootout.Well

helookedlikehedidn'tbelievemebuthehasno



evidencethatwhatIsaidwasn'ttrueatall.The

nursejustbroughtmypillsthatIneedtotakeandI

thankedher.NkosiwalkedinwithNhlanhla.

Nhlanhla:"Mancane(small)"

Me:"unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Nhlanhla:"Ngigrandwena?(Iamgoodandyou?

)"

Me:"akunaSmokosoNgigrand(thereisno

problemsoIamgood)"

Nkosi:"uyizwephileyonto?(Wheredidyouhear

that?)"

Nhlanhlalaughed.



Nhlanhla:"uyamngazaMancane(youamazesmall

)"

IshruggedandNkosishookhishead.

Nkosi:"uready?(Areyouready?)"

InoddedandNkosicarriedmefromthebedandgot

meonthewheelchair.

Me:"Icanwalk"

Nkosi:"Iknow"

Theywheeledmeout.



Me:"amaphoyisaafikile(thecopscame)"

Nkosi:"batheni?(Whatdidtheysay?)"

Me:"theyjustaskedmequestions"

Theynodded.

Nkosi:"ngicabangaukuthisishintseindawo

yokuhlala(Ithinkweshouldchangeyourplaceand

relocate)"

Me:"ngoba?(Why?)"

Nhlanhla:"udongaindawoenkuluforincosi(you

needabiggerplaceforthebaby)"

Me:"Ohkodwaiyodwanje(butit'sonechild)"



Wegottothecar.Nkosiopenedthebackdoorof

hisGTI.

Nkosi:"Bambalah(holdhere)"

hepointedathisneckandIwrappedmyarms

thereandhecarriedme.Hewhisperedinmyear.

Nkosi:"uMajolaUyamkhumbula(Majolamisses

you)"

Igiggled.

Me:"myGod"

Hechuckledandputmedownandhetooka

blanketfromNhlanhlaandmyteddybearandhe



mademesitincomfortbeforeheclosedthedoor.

Soonaftertheygotinthecarandtheydroveoff.I

amsohappythatthebabyisokthoughtheDrsaid

thatIshouldalwaysthinkofthebabyinany

situation.Thethoughtofalmostloosingthis

pregnancy.

Nhlanhla:"ubelethaNini?(Whenareyougiving

birth?)"

Hesnappedmeoutofmyworld.

Me:"thedrsaid29December"

Nkosi:"kumeleuphumuleyabo(youhavetorest

yousee?)"

Me:"iskole(school?)"



Theylookedateachother.

Nhlanhla:"parttime"

Nkosi:"kuzobaisindo(itwillbetoomuch.)"

Theylookedateachother.

Nkosi:"Asiqalengemontokuqala(let'sstartwitha

car)"

Me:"celaukuzithengelamesengisebenza(canI

buyitformyselfwhenIwork?)"

Nkosi:"youcanbutyourfirstonewillcomefrom

me."

Me:"angikwaziukushayela(Ican'tdrive)"



Nkosi:"Iwillteachyou"

Inodded.Isighed

Nkosi:"don'tworry.NgethembeNdalo(trustme)"

Me:"Itrustyou"

Nkosi:"uzofundayezwa(youwillstudyok?)"

Ismiledandhechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"kaziwenzangani,uyahlinauyabhubha

(Iwonderhowyoudoit.Heusedtofrownandbe

straightalot)"



Nkosipunchedhischest.

Nkosi:"angiyenaumuntuomubi(Iamnotabad

person)"

Nhlanhla:"Ididn'tsaythat"

Me:"Angazi(Idon'tknow)"

Nkosi:"mmh"

IslepthalfwaythroughthejourneyandwhenI

openedmyeyesIwasinabedroomandNkosiwas

nexttome.Hehadhisarmswrappedaroundme.I

triedtoremovethemandhegroaned.

Nkosi:"lalaNdalo(sleepNdalo)"



Me:"umntwanawakhoulambile(yourchildis

hungry)"

HeletgoofmeandIrolledoffthebedandIwentto

brushmyteethbeforeIwalkedout.Igottothe

loungeandIsawabigblackbag.Iwenttoitand

openedthezipbecauseitwasunfamiliarandIwas

welcomedbyastackofcash.Wheredidallthis

moneycomefrom.Itookonestackanditwas

hundredsandtwohundreds.

"Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing?)"

Ijumpedandouteverythingawayandzippedthe

bag.Heheldmefrombehind.

Nkosi:"ubonani?(Whatareyoulookingat?)"

Me:"whereisthismoneycomingfrom?"



Nkosi:"(kissingmyneck)ispan(work)"

Me:"nhloboni(whatkind?)"

Hewhisperedinmyear.

Nkosi:"ngiyakufunaNdalo(IwantyouNdalo)"

Me:"ngikhona(Iamhere)"

HepressedhimselfandIcouldfeelMajolapressed

onme.Imoaned.

Me:"ngilambile(Iamhungry)"

Nkosi:"ngizoshesha(Iwillbequick)"



Hesaidthatandalreadymypyjamapantswereby

myankles,hepartedmybutcheeksandmademe

bendabitbeforeheinsertedhimself.Igasped

bitingmybottomlipashewentdeep.

Nkosi:"ngizoshesha(Iwillbequick)"

Hestartedmovingandthepleasureandwetness

wasbuildinguptosomethingwonderful.Hewould

kissandslightlybitemyneckhereandthere.

Me:"ahhThembinkosi!"

Nkosi:"Ngiyakulimaza?(AmIhurtingyou?)"

Heheldmywaistashethrustedinandoutatthe

rightplace.



Me:"Cha(no)"

Whatwassupposedtobequickwasn'tanyquick

becauseweendedupmakingtheloungeoursex

room.HewassittingonthecouchnowandIwas

ontopofhim.Ihaveneverdonethatbutwithme

movingmywaistwithhishelpIcaughtonhowit's

done.

Nkosi:"ngiyakuthandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

HekissedmeasIwentupanddownonhim.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Ibitmybottomlipandclosedmyeyeswhilemy

handswenttohischest.Hewasholdingbothofmy

buttcheeks.IlearnsomethingnewwithNkosiand



enduplovingit.

.

.
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AfterwebothcameIcollapsedonhischestand

listenedtohisheartbeat.Hewrappedhisonehand

aroundmywaistasourbreathingwastheonly

thingthatwasmakingsoundsinthisroom.

Me:"ukubebengingazithwelengabemanje

Ngizithwele(ifIwasn'tpregnant,Iwouldbe

pregnantnow)"



Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"awucabangikukhonaeyesibili?(Don'tyou

thinkmaybethereisasecondone?)"

Isatupandlookedathimandshookmyheadand

hechuckledandkissedmyforehead.Aphonerang

andIknewitwashis.Itriedtogetoffhimbuthe

heldmedown.

Me:"yourphone"

Nkosi:"Kusamnandiuhlelinami(it'sstillnicetosit

withyou)"

Me:"Kodwaungaphakathikwami(butyouare

insideme)"



Nkosi:"yeah"

Heperkedmylips.

Nkosi:"andngiyakuthanda(andIloveyou)"

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundme.

Nkosi:"andngifunaukuk'shada(andIwannamarry

you)"

Me:"wearemarriednje"

Nkosi:"Imeanproperly,wherepeoplecanlookat

you.Iwanttowearasuitforthefirsttimeaswell"

Me:"youhaveneverwornone?"



Heshookhishead.

Me:"emshadweniwakho(atyouweddingday)"

Nkosi:"weneverhadone."

Me:"wow.NgicabangaukuthiusishadeKanye

KanyenoLondie(Ithinkyoushouldmarryusatthe

sametimewithLondie)"

Nkosi:"Intoouifunayo?(It'ssomethingyouwant?

)"

Inodded

Nkosi:"youwanttomarryme?"



HesaidwithasmirkandIhidmyfaceonhischest

andhechuckled.

Nkosi:"ngiyabuza(Iamasking)"

Me:"Yeah"

Nkosi:"ngoba(why?)"

Me:"esiphiesinyeisiszathu(whatotherreason)"

Ilaidonhischestandlistenedtohisheatbeat.

Me:"Wanelisaokuningi(youfulfilalot)"

Nkosi:"AngifuniukuqambaamangaNdalo,

angikakazengithandeumuntungendlela

engithandawenangayo.NgishonoLondieakafiki



kuwena.UyisibusisoKimiandngiyethembisa

ngizokunakekelangizengibeegodini(Idon'twanna

lieNdalo,IhaveneverlovedanyonethewayIlove

you.EvenLondiedoesn'tcomparetoyou.Youarea

blessingandIpromisetotakecareofyoutillIdie

)."

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Iwassilent.Iwastaking

inallthathehassaidandtryingtodigestitsovery

muchanditwastryingtosinkin.

.

.

ThefollowingdayIwokeuplateasusualandNkosi

wasn'tinsight.Hisscentwasintheroomthough

andIwenttothebathroomandtookabath.After

oneIwenttogetdressedinalongsleevedressand

UGGsandIwenttothekitchenandmadesome



cereals.IsawanoteonthefridgeandItookit.

Me:"khonaimaliengikushiyeleYona(thereissome

moneyIleftforyou)"

Iwenttosearchthemoneywherehesaiditwas

andIgoingitanditwas5fatstacksoffcash.I

don'tevenknowhowmuchitis.Ihavebeenintoo

muchstressandIneedtodestress.letmegoand

changeandbeacitygirlfromnowonandnottryto

befull.Iamexploringnewthingsright?Iwentto

wearsomebootsandacoatandthenIdrankmy

pills.Irequested.Mythighwashealingbutitwasa

bitsore.TheUbercameandIwentoutandgotinit

anditdrovetoGatewaymall.Itdroppedmeoffand

Ithankedthedriverafterpaying.RightwheredoI

start?Istartedwithgoingtodomyhairandnails.

YesIsawLondiehavethemonceandIwanttosee

iftheywillbeniceaswellonme.Ichoseametal

greywithblackhighlightsanditwasbeautiful



SinceIamdarkskinned.AfterthatIdidmyhair.

Theywasheditanditwasgrowingshame.Myafro

wasbig.Theystraighteneditanditwaslongit'slike

IrelaxeditandthereafterIpaidtherequiredmoney.

Nextstopclothes.Iwentinandoutstoresseeing

whichclothesIlikeandbuynewpyjamas.Isaw

thisonethatlookedlikeanet.Itwasbearlynothing.

"Youarekinkyingituptonight?"

Iturnedanditwasawoman.

Me:"whatisthis?"

Shegiggled.

Her:"buyit.Wearitatnightyourhusbandwilllikeit

"



Ioutitbackandtookthepyjamas.

Me:"Ijustlikethis.Iwasjustlookingatthat"

Shetookoneandshoveditinmybasket.

Her:"youwillthankmelaterandwatchporn"

Porn?Ok.IwenttopayandyhoSanaitwasnot

whatIexpected.IthenwenttoeatafterthatasI

washungry.MyphonerangasIwasstillwaitingfor

thefood.

Me:"hello"

Nkosi:"Guluvakazi"

Ifrowned.



Me:"walizwaphilelo?(Wheredidyouhearthat?)"

Nkosi:"Mpesheni"

Me:"ohngiyabona.Angikuboangaekuseni(Ididn't

seeyouinthemorning)"

Nkosi:"ispani(it'swork)"

Me:"mmmh"

Ididn'twanttoaskfurther.

Nkosi:"ulaphi?(Whereareyou?)"

Me:"mall"



Nkosi:"uzigade(checkyourselfb)"

Me:"Iwill"

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Iblushed.Ibitmybottomlip.

Me:"nami(metoo)"

Nkosi:"namiini?(Metoowhat?)"

Ihidmyface.

Me:"ngiyakuthandanami(Iloveyoutoo)"



Nkosi:"letmego"

Hehungupandmyordercame.Iateandhalfway

throughmymealamanstoodnexttome.

Him:"Icouldn'thelpbutnoticethatyouaresitting

alone.MayI?"

Ididn'tbsahanything

Him:"ohthenameisjabulani"

Heletouthishand.

Me:"Ndalo"

Iletoutmineandhekissedit.



Him:"beautifulname"

Ismiled.

Him:"yenzaniintombienhlekanjeyodwa(whatis

abeautifulladylikeyousittingalone?)"

Me:"becauseIwantto"

Him:"(lookingatme)uyajabulaozokushada(the

manwhowillmarryyouwillbelucky)"

Isheflirtingwithme?

Me:"ngoba?(Because?)"



Him:"nesithunziesihle(youhaveabeautiful

reflection)"

Me:"thankyou,Ngiyanbongelaumyeniwami

shuthiunenhlanhla(Iamthankfulformyhusband

itmeansheislucky)"

Itooktheglassoffjuicewithmylefthand.He

noticedtheringandsmirked.

Him:"akushoukuthiumuntuushadsKanye

kuphela(itdoesn'tmeanapersongetsmarried

once)"

Inarrowedmyeyes.What'shisgame?.Hewas

smiling

.



.

.
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Hestillhasasmileacrosshisface.Hiseyesare

lookingatmeandIlookdown.Idon'tevenwantto

finishmyfoodatthemoment.

Me:"Ineedtoleave"

Jabulani:"don'tleaveonmyaccountandIwillpay

foryourmeal"

Hecalledthewaiter.Thewatercame.



Waiter:"canIgetanythingforyousir?"

Jabulani:"steakchopsandchipswithgarlicbread

andbringsomebeerformeandfortheladywine"

Waiter:"rightawaysir"

Hewalkedoff.

Me:"angiphuzi(Idon'tdrink)"

Jabulani:"Justoneglass,ngekeuzulimalekulokho

(youwon'tgethurtfromthat)"

Ikeptquietandsippedonmyjuiceashesmirkes.

Jabulani:"unangaki(howoldareyou?)"



Me:"idon'tthinkthatconcernsyouanyhow"

Jabulani:"yeahIknow.Iamjustmaking

conversation.Iam24"

Me:"mmmh"

Jabulani:"doyouworkoryoustudy?"

Ididn'tknowwhattosaybecauseIamnotdoing

eitherofthosethings.

Me:"Neither"

Jabulani:"soyouareahousewife"



Me:"ifyouputitthatwaybutIwillstudysoon"

Hesmirksandleansforward.

Jabulani:"whatdoyouwanttostudy?"

Itakeasipofmydrink

Me:"law"

Jabulani:"whattype?"

Can'thejustkeepquiet.

Me:"Ihaven'texploredmyoptions"

Henods.Thedrinkscomeandthewaiterpours



wine.

Jabulani:"thankyou"

Henodsandwalksoff.Isticktomyjuice.

Jabulani:"enjoy"

Me:"IdidsayIdon'tdrink"

Jabulani:"justasip"

IlookedatitandrememberwhattheDrsaid.Itook

outmyphoneandcalledNhlanhla.Thismankeeps

onsmirkingandgivingmecreeps.

Nhlanhla:"Mancane(small)"



Me:"ungakwaziukungilanda?(Canyoufetchme?

)"

Nhlanhla:"Laphi?(Where)"

Me:"Gateway"

Nhlanhla:"ngiyezamanje(Iamcomingrightnow.

)"

Inoddedandhungup.

Jabulani:"youwanttoleavemenow"

Me:"Ineedtorest"



Jabulani:"canIhaveyournumber?"

Me:"why?"

Jabulani:"Iwanttocallandcheckupifyouarrived

homeok"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Jabulani:"trustmeihavenobadintentions.We

canbefriendsandalsowhenyoudolawIcanhelp

"

Me:"youarealawyer?"

Henoddedslowly.

Jabulani:",yes.Icomefromafamilyofit"



Inodded.

Me:"ok"

Ihavehimmynumberandwetalkedabitwhilehe

ateandIwasdone.Nhlanhlacameinandhe

frownedwhenhesawJabulani.

Nhlanhla:"fede?(Sharp)"

Jabulani:"sho"

Nhlanhla:"asivayeNdalo(let'sleave)"

Me:"bye"



Jabulani:"ahug?"

Nhlanhla:"Hugyokunuka(hugforwhat?)"

Iknewwehadtoleavethen.Jabulanichuckled.

Jabulani:"nicemeetingyouNdalo"

Ismiledandwewalkedouttothecar.Ididn'twant

tosayanything.Wegotinandhedroveoffnotin

thewayweusuallygoin.Ididn'twanttoaskaswell.

Ijustplayedwithmyphonetillwegottoaplace

house.Wegotoutandwewentinsideanditwas

empty.TherewereothermenaswellandNhlanhla

passedthemandwefinallyreachedNkosiwhowas

speakingtoawhitewoman.Heheldmywaist.

Lady:"hi"



Me:"hello"

Lady:"soithasapoolareathatside.3bedrooms

andtwobathrooms.,2Garageandakitchenlounge,

diningroomandstudy."

Nkosi:"uyafunaukubona?(Doyouwanttosee?)"

Idon'tknowwhattoseebutInoddedandwewere

shownaround.Thehousewasspaciousbutdull.

Veryspacious.

Lady:"anoldwhitecoupleusedtoliveherebut

theymovedtoCapetown"

Nhlanhla:"yayincanwa?(Youlikeit?)."

Theyalllookatme.



Me:"inkulukodwa(it'sbigbut)Idon'tlikethe

designs.Theyaredull"

Nkosi:"wecanfixthat"

Lady:"so?"

Shewasshysmilingthepresenceofthemwas

scary

Nkosi:"Iwilltakeit"

Lady:"perfect."

Ilookedatthem.AftereverythingwesoonleftandI

leftwithNkosi.

Nkosi:"ngizwileukuthikhonaumjitaOdlalela



endaweniyam(Iheardthatthereissomeboy

playingaroundmyterritory)"

Ikeptquiet

Nkosi:"Akusakhulumeki?(youcan'ttalk?)",,

Me:"Ican,it'sjustthatIdon'tknowwhattosay"

Nkosi:"whatamItoyouNdalo?",

Me:"youaremyhusband"

Nkosi:"Idon'twantsmallboysplayingaroundwith

you.Eveninchesfromyouorkhonaozodabula

amafuphakathikwenuanduyena(becauseoneof

youwilldieandit'shim)"



Inodded.

Nkosi:"wheredidyoumeethim?"

Me:"atthemall"

Nkosi:"bringyourphone"

Igaveittohimandhethrewitoutofthewindow

Nkosi:"iWillbuyanotherone"

Inodded.Atleasthedidn'thitme.

.

.



.
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Wegottotheapartmentandalreadymythings

werethere.Iwalkedtothebedroomwiththemand

NkosifollowedinwithiceandIputthemonthe

floor.Heclosedthedoor.

Nkosi:"Khumula(takeoffyourclothes)"

Ilookedathiminfear.Whatishegoingtodo?

Nkosi:"KhumulaNdalongimile(takeoffyour

clothesNdaloIamwaiting)"



Islowlytoooffmyclothesandhetookouthisgun

andIswallowedandheputitonthedresser.I

finishedundressingtillIwasleftinmyunderwear

andbra.

Nkosi:"everything"

ItookoffthataswellandIstoodtherenaked

infrontofhim.

Nkosi:"getonthebed."

Igotonthebedandhelaidmeonmyback.He

tookoneicecubeandheplaceditonmyprivate

areaanditwascold.

Me:"Kuyabanda(it'scold)"



Herubbeditthereanditwasgettingcolderand

colder.

Me:"Nkosi"

Hewassilent.Hethenremoveditandhistongue

wasonmyprivatearea.Imoanedasheheroughly

suckedandlicked.Heheldmylegsapartand

openedthemwider.

Me:"AahNkosi"

WhenIwasabouttoreachthatpointhestopped

andtooktheiceandrubbedonmythrobbingbean.

Me:"Nkosi"

Hewassilentyetagain.Thecoldnesscameback



andhestoppedwiththeiceandheslidhisfingerin.

Imoanedandhethrusteditinsidemeroughlyyet

enjoyable.Ibitmybottomlippreventingfrom

moaningoutloudandwhenIwasabouttoreach

thatenjoyablepointoncemorehestoppedandI

wantedtocry.

Me:"Nkosiplease"

Hewassilentagainandhestrippedoffhisclothes

andtooktwoIces.Oneherubbedaroundmyboobs

whiletheotheronmyprivatearea.Icouldn'thandle

thecoldnessandtearsleftmyeyestillitmeltedand

hekissedmystomachandsuckedonmyboobs

andwenttomyprivateareaandhesuckedthereas

well.IheldhisheadasImoanedinpleasure.He

stoppedagainwhenIwasabouttoreachmypoint

andIcried.

Me:"uyangihlukumeza(youarehurtingme)"



Nkosi:"shh"

HeinstertedhimselfandwentinroughlyandIalso

enjoyedit.Ibitmybottomlipasheheldmywaist

whilequickininghispaceandIheldonhisarms.

Hisgripwastightandhisonehandsqueezedmy

boobandplayedwithit.Heslowedhispaceand

pulledout.

Me:"Nko....."

HeinstertedhimselfagainandwentdeeperandI

moaned.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Hequickenedhispace.



Nkosi:"ungaphindeuhlekisanenamanjeamadoda

(don'teverbefriendswithothermen)"

Me:"ooohhhwww!"

Hepulledoutandslammedinmeagain.

Nkosi:"siyezwana.(Doyouhearme?)"

Icouldn'tsuccumbtothepleasureIwasintroduced

too.HewasrubbingmyclitasIwasmoaning.

Me:"Iamabouttocome."

HepulledoutagainandIcriedandheinsterted

himselfandpulledoutandinsertedhimselfagain

anddidthatsoforth.



Me:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Nkosi:"ngani?(Forwhat?)"

Me:"fortalkingtohim,eatingwithhimandgiving

himmynumber."

Hepulledout.

Nkosi:"turnaround"

HemademeturnandIhadmybehindfacinghim

andhespankedmybuttwithabelttwiceanditwas

burningandhekissedmybuttcheeksandsucked

onthembeforehespankedthem.

Me:"ahh!"



Heinsertedhimselfdeeplyandhequickenedhis

pace.Itwasroughandwild.

Me:"ohNkosi"

Nkosi:"ngiyinikuwenaNdalo?(WhatamItoyou

Ndalo?)"

Me:"(moaning)Youaremyhusband!"

Nkosi:"awungihloniphingani?(Whydon'tyou

respectme?)"

Hisgriptightenedaroundmywaistasourskins

madesoundsbyslappingagainsteachother.

Nkosi:"Uyangithanda?(Doyouloveme)"



Me:"yes!Yes!"

Nkosi:"wouldyoulikeitifIdidwhatyoudid?"

Me:"No.AhhIamsorryNkosi"

HesloweddownandkissedmybackandIwas

moaning.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iwannacome"

Nkosi:"waitforme"

IwaitedforhimbutIwastoolongtoholditsoI



releasedandrightafterhedidthesameandI

collapsedonthebedandhegotinnexttomeand

pulledmetohischest.

Nkosi:"ungaphinde(don'tever)"

IwastiredsoInoddedandhekissedmysweaty

foreheadandIsleptafter.

.

.

Iwokeupanditwasthenextmorning.Iamsure

thatIamdeadtired.Myprivateareawasburning

andIrememberwhathappenedyesterday.Itwas

roughyetenjoyable.ItellyouNkosiisintroducing

metonewthings.It'slikehewaspunishingmeina

way.ThebedwasemptysoIgotoutandwentto



takeapeekwhichwasamissionandthenIbathed.

AfterthatIwenttogetdressedandIwenttomake

somefood.AnothernotewasonthefridgeandI

tookit.Seemslikemynewphoneit'shere.Iwentto

theloungeandIfounditchargingandItookitout

ofthechargerandIsearchedfornumbersand

alreadyhiswasthere.Icalledhimandheanswered.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Nkosi:"noneedtothankme"

Me:"thankyouanyway"

Nkosi:"Iloveyou.Iwillseeyounextweek"



Me:"oh.Umsebenzi?(Work?)"

Nkosi:'lokhoanduLondie(thatandLondie)"

Me:"ohok"

Iwasdisappointed.IwishedIwastheonlywoman

inhislifebutIamnot.Ifoundhimwithsomeone

already.

Nkosi:"Ngizokubona(Iwillseeyou)"

Me:"ok"

HehungupandIwasverymuchdisappointed.I

wenttogoandeatthinkingaboutyesterday.

.



.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:20] :Insert51

Ihadnothingmuchtodoaroundhereinthehouse

soIconductedmyresearchabouttypeoflawyer's

andIgotdifferenttypes.WellIthinkIwouldlike

studyingcriminallaw.ItwasthefirstthingIwas

introducedtointhecityanditwascriminals.Iout

myphoneawayandwenttotakesomesnacksand

IsatInfrontofthetvandopeneditandthenews

appearedandwhatcapturedmyeyeswasthere

wasashootout.

Reporter:"Wearehereatthescenewherea24year



oldmanbythenameofJabulaniGumedewas

brutallykilledinagangfight.Suspectshaven'tbeen

identifiedasyetandthepoliceareworkingonit.

Thismanwas.Founddeadthismorninginhiscar

hereintheN3highway......"

ShekeptontalkingandapictureofJabulani

appearedonthescreenandIdroppedthebowelfull

offchips.OhmyGod...

Reporter:"IamZilungileNtuliwithyouherein

Durban"

Izonedoff.Iwonderwhatreallyhappened.Istood

upandswitchedthetvandIwenttotakecleaning

suppliesandIcleanedupbeforeIwenttotake

somewateranddrankitbeforeIwenttomyroom

andtriedtorestbutIcouldn't.Icouldn'trestatall.

Thoughtsjustroamedinmyhead.Iwonderif

Philaniisstillalivesomewhereornot.Iheldmy

stomachandIsighed.Ishouldn'tthinktoomuch



butshouldbethinkingaboutschoolandmybaby

andIlookedatmyring.Mymarriageaswell.It's

funnyhowIloveNkosinow.Thoughheis20.Years

olderthanmebutherespectsmeasmuchasIdo

andhemakesmefeelwantedandneededandsafe

aswell.IstartedbitingmybottomlipandIrolledoff

thebedandIwenttotakemyphoneandordered

somepizzabecauseIamhungry.Iputmyphone

downandIwenttotheoutsideandsatonthedoor

way.IamboredreallyandIamusedtobeingalone

beforebutwhydoesitaffectmeasmuchnow?

MypizzacameandIpaid.IstuffedmyfaceandI

triedtowatchamoviejusttoerasetheimageof

Jabulani,Ishouldn'tbeaffectedbecauseIdidn't

knowhimthatmuch.MystomachstillgrowlsandI

makeasandwichaswellandkeeponstuffingmy

face.ThereisaknockonthedoorandIstoodup

andoutmypizzadown.Iwaswasinmypyjamas

nowandnonotthatnet.Iwenttoopenthedoor

andNhlanhlawithSiyandaappeared.Istepped

backastheywalkedindressedintheirusualattire.



Nhlanhla:"Mancanewaboreka(smallwhyareyou

bored?)"

Me:"bengidla(Iwaseating)"

Siyanda:"ngiyethembaUyayithandainyamangoba

sizokulandasiyodlaYona(Ihopeyoulovemeat

becausewecametofetchyoutoeatit.)"

Me:"laphi?(Where?)"

Siyanda:"asambe(let'sgo)"

IwenttothebathroomandIwashedmyfaceand

brushedmyteeththenIwenttothebedroomandI

tookoutsomejeans,withablacklongsleevet-

shirtanditwasshowingmybumpandadenim

jacket.IgotdressedandSiyaknockedandcamein



whenIsaidhecould.

Siyanda:"uyanwabuluka(youareslow)"

Me:"Ican'tbendeasily"

Hechuckledandhetookmysneakersandsaton

thefloorandputthemonmyfeet.

Siyanda:"youknowyouarelikethelittlesisterI

neverhad"

Ilookathim.Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"yahneh"

Me:"souwenawedwaingane?(Soyouarethe

onlychild?)"



Siyanda:"njengobaungibona.(Justlikehowyou

seeme)"

HefinishedupandIthankedhimandIcombedmy

hairandworemyringoncemore.Thenailsare

somethingIneedtogetusedtoo.

Siyanda:"Umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Me:"thankyou"

ItookmyphoneandwewalkedoutandNhlanhla

whistled.

Nhlanhla:"fanelengiyeemakhayangibuye

nonjengaweMancane(Ishouldgototheruralsand

comebackwithsomeonelikeyousmall)"



Igiggled.Wewalkedoutlockingandwegotinthe

Golfandthenitdroveoff.Iwaslookingoutatthe

streetlightsandthecity.Theyearisalmostover

andIwonderhowIwillspendmyChristmas.Not

thatitmatteredtomebuthowwillImakeitspecial

forwhenmybabycomes.Iputmyhandonmy

stomachandIrubitandIfeltakick.Ismiled.

IrubbedmystomachmoreandIlookedoutthe

windowagain.Wefinallygottoourdestinationand

itwasthebeach.WewereinBallito.Iknowplaces

nowandwegotoutandmadeourwaytowherewe

shouldbe.IsawNkosiandLondiewithsomeguys

andgirlsaroundthemhavingabraaiandfirewith

music.Itseemedchilled.Londie'sfaceturnedsour

andshejustkissedNkositospitemeIsee.Wegot

tothem.

Nhlanhla:"webroughtaplusone"



TheystoppedkissingandNkosiwinkedatmeand

thatjustmademeblush.IwasmadIdon'tknow

whybutnowIamsmilingretarded.

Nkosi:"WozaNdalo(comeNdalo)"

Londie:"uyaphi?(Whereisshegoing?)"

Nkosi:"imakancaneLondie(waitabitLondie)"

Iwalkeduptohimandhepulledmebymywaist

andhuggedmeandIdidthesame.Hewhisperedin

myear.

Nkosi:"incosiyamikuphethekanjani?(Howismy

babytreatingyou?)"

Me:"well.Ididn'tvomittoday"



Heperkedmyforehead

Nkosi:"good."

HepulledLondietohimaswell.Idon'tknowhow

thiswillwork.IwasonhisleftsideandLondieon

theright.ShewaspissedoffandIjustswallowed.

Nkosi:"KumnandiukubonaamakhosikaziAmi

sihlangene(it'sgoodtoseemywivestogether)"

Theguyslaughed.thegirlsweresilentandIthink

theydon'tlikeme.

Hekissedourcheeks.

Nkosi:"manjeasidlenisibemnandimeseksasa



niyaplanaumshadondawonye(nowlet'seatand

bejolly,Tomorrowyouwillcometogetherandplan

thewedding)"

Londie:"Angizwanga(excuseme?)"

Nkosi:"unenkinga?(Youhaveaproblem?)"

Londie:"Cha(no)"

Herfacesaidyes.Shelookedatmeandhereyes

wenttomystomach.

Londie:"woahyinilehengiyibonayo(whatisthatI

see)"

Ipulledmyjackettogetherandshecamemyside

andshetookitoff.



Londie:"youarepregnant?"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Sheslappedmeandnow

peoplewerestandingbetweenus.

Nkosi:"myekeni(leaveher)"

Londie:"awucucuzihersfebe(youdon'twastetime

huhbitch!)"

Nkosiheldherbyherweave..

Nkosi:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Londie:"MtsheksNgiyeke(Msheksleavemealone

)"



Nkosi:"ngitheasivaye(let'sleave)"

histonewasn'tniceatall.Hewalkedoffwithher

stillgrippingherhair.

Lady:"bayaphi?(Wherearetheygoing?)"

Nhlanhla:"ukuyomfundisaisifundo(toteachhera

lesson)"

Lady:"uzomlimaza?(Hewillhurther?)"

Soonaftertheyfollowedandusaswelltogosee

wheretheyaregoing.WereachedthemandNkosi

waspointingagunatLondiewhowassittingonthe

railcryingthatwasahighdistancefromtheocean.

Nkosi:"gxhuma(jump)"



Londie:"(crying)Msheksngiyakucela,ngengane

njeusungazeungenzenje(MsheksIbegyou.With

achildyouaredoingthistome)"

Siyanda:"Msheks"

Nkosi:"isibindisokumshayauNdalounaso

,gxhuma(thelivertohitNdalo,jump)"

Hecrockedhisgunandmyheartwasbeatingfast.

Londie:"ohNkosi"

Iwasshaking.Thoughtsroamedinmyhead.

Nkosi:"yehlika(getoff)"



Shegotoff.

Nkosi:"kuphelilengathi(it'soverbetweenus)"

Shecriedandheturnedandlookedatme.Tearsleft

myearsinvoluntary.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

HisfacebecamecalmerasLondiewascrying.He

steppedforwardandIsteppedback.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Iturnedandjustranoffwitheveryonecallingme.I

don'tknowhereIwasgoingbutIwantedtobefar

away.SomeonescoopedmeanditwashimandI

cried.



Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisaNdalo(IamsorryNdalo)"

WillheswitchuponmelateronlikeLondie.Idon't

wannagodownthatroadofpainandfearagain

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

HebrushedmyhairassobsescapedmylipsandI

cried.Idon'twantthatfeelingagain.Iwasshaking.

.

.

.
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Wewereinhiscaratthebackseat.Theotherswent

tocarryonwithwhattheyweredoingbeforethings

wenttothatroad.Iwaslookingattheleatherseats

ofhiscarwhileIwasaimedoff.IcriedtillIstopped.

IcouldfeelNkosiplayingwithmyhairasiam

restingmyheadonhislap.Heclearshisthroat.It

hasbeenanhourofsilence.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Iwasquiet.Hesighed.

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisa,ngalentooyibonile(Iamsorry.

Aboutwhatyousaw.)"

Hekissesmycheek.



Nkosi:"ngekengikulimazengiyethembisa(Iwon't

hurtyou.Ipromise)"

Tearsleftmyeyesandhewipedthem.

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisamamaz(Iamsorry)"

Isatupandjusthuggedhimandhehuggedme

back.Ibreathedinandout.IhopeIreallyhopeheis

truetohiswords.

Nkosi:"asambesiyeekhaya(let'sgohome)"

Me:"ungahlukaninaye(don'tbreakupwithher)"

Nkosi:"angisamthandi(Idon'tloveheranymore)"



Inodded.Heperkedmylips.

Nkosi:"don'tworry,.Iwon'tleaveyou"

Isighedandlaidmyheadonhischest.Thatsmy

fear.Loosinghim.Herubsmystomachandakick

comesinandhestoppedandanotheronecame

andhechuckled.

Nkosi:"uyaphilakanti(heisalive)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"youthoughhewasdead?"

Nkosi:"Idon'tknowreally."

Iplacedmyhandonhisandmorekickscame.



Nkosi:"willhebitemydickifwedothedeednow

causeIamhorny?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Yhoayi"

Nkosi:"uthiniMkami?(Whatdoyousaymywife?

)"

Me:"yes"

Hekissedmylips.Iwanttoexplorethisoneaswell.

Fromthekissingtothejeansoutofsightandme

holdingontohisshoulderswhileImovedmywaist

andtwerkedwithhisassistancehereandtherebut

mostofthetimehedidn'thelpme.



Nkosi:"uyazalwanextweekangini?(It'syour

birthdaynextweekisn'tit?)"

Isloweddownmypace.

Me:"uwazingani?(Howdoyouknow?)"

Nkosi:"IamyourhusbandNdalo"

HespankedmybuttandIgasped.

Nkosi:"whydidyoustop?"

Ismiled.

Me:"usungazeungishayelelokho?(Youhitmefor



that)"

Nkosi:"Qhubeka(carryon)"

Iwentupanddownslowlyhegroaned.

Me:"ahh,Nkosi"

Hecaressedmybodyandhisgripendedonmy

waist.

Nkosi:"(deephoarse)Ndalo"

Ilookedintohiseyesandhedidthesame.

Me:"NkosiNgiyakuthanda(NkosiIloveyou)"



Iwasspeakingthetruth.Heliftedmeupandwent

deeperinmeandImoanedandbitmybottomlip

becauseithitthespot.

Me:"Aah!"

Nkosi:"namingiyakuthandaNdalongenhliziyoyam

(IloveyoutooNdalo.Withmyheart)"

Me:"mmmh"

Hewasincontrolnowandboywasitamazing.His

pacequickenedunderme.

Me:"Aaah!"

HekissedmylipsandIheldhisfaceandkissed

himback.Webrokeitandhesmirked.Ilovethis



manandnowheismineandIamnotlettinghimgo

ever.IwillprayaboutthattoGod.

.

.

AmonthhadpassedandThingshavebeenrocky

andsmoothatthesametime.Iam5months

pregnantandIjustwenttomylastscanalone.

Nkosihasbeentravelingupanddownbetween

DurbanandJohannesburg.WellweburiedPhilani

andIdon'twannaseemevilbutIwasgladhewas

dead.Itcouldhavebeenme.Hismotherwasheart

brokenbutsheishealingfromit.LondieandNkosi

welldivorceandhewasseriousandLondieis

makingthreats.Lasttimeshecamehereshe

threatenedtotellthepoliceaboutNkosi'sschemes

andeversinceIhaven'tseenthebothofthem.Iam

justpackingthelastbox.Rememberthathouse?

YepIammovinginthereandIloveit.Nkosiwants



tolivewithmeandIamokwithit.Hesaidhewon't

sellhishouseinLaLuciathough.Iwasclosingmy

lastbox.IamfeelinghotsoIaminshortswith

slippersandanoversizedt-shirt.Siyandagotin.

Siyanda:"Mancane(small)"

Me:"hi"

Siyanda:"latbox?"

InoddedandhetookitandIlookedaroundand

followedout.Wegotinthecaranditdroveoffto

mynewhome.IfeellikeGodisblessingmeherein

away.Wegotthereandtheoutsidewasbeautiful.

Newpainandall.Weoffloadedtheboxandthe

movingcompanywasherealready.Wegotinside

andNkosiwasmovingaroundwhiledrinking

whiskyandhewasshirtless.Youwouldn'tsaythis

manisabouttoturn40.OhdidImentionformy



birthdayIgotthetortureofmylife.YepIwastaught

howtotoughenupabitandIwasroughnenedupa

bitaswellbutneveragain.HeturnedaroundandI

lookedathim.

Me:"Muphi?(Whereisshe?)"

Nkosi:"wozauzomanqazakuqala(comeandkiss

first)"

Iwentandkissedhislipsandtheytastedbitter.

Nkosi:"unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Iamgood"

Nkosi:"usemathuneni(sheisinthecemetery)"



Me:"haibo"

Hechuckled.Ihopeheislaughing.Ilookedaround

andit'sbeautifulandmorden.Ismiled.

Nkosi:"youlikeit?"

Me:"Iloveitthankyou"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:"anythingforyou"

.

.



.
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Iwassittingonthebedroomfloor,whenweviewed

thehousetherewereredcarpetsandnowthereisa

woodenfloor.Theroomisgreyandblackwitha

touchofredandmakeseverythinginthisroomlook

appeasing.Ireallylikeit.Thereisawalkincloset

andit'sperfectforspace.Ensuitbathroomaswell

andthecoloursaredarkandboldbuythekitchenI

lovethemost.It'smordenandmakesyouwantto

justcookupastorm.Iplacethelastofhisshoes.

Nkosiwentoutandhesaidhewillbeback,ifhe

getsdelayedIshouldn'twaitup.Istoodupfromthe

flooranditwasabitofastruggle.Iwenttothe

bathroomandItookashower.Ifeelstickyaswell.

AfteroneIworemypyjamaandagownand

slippersandIwenttothekitchen,Ihaven'tchecked

otherareas.Iopenthecupboardsandit'spacked



withfood.Perfectthen.Itookoutsomecooking

suppliesandIstartedwithcooking.Iamgoingto

makebeefstewwithriceandabitofsalads.Iswift

awayintheredandblackkitchen.Iopenthefridge

andtakeoutsomejuiceandhumawaywhile

choppinganddicing.Ifeelhappy,noIamhappy.A

bigsmileplasteredonmyfacemakesmebeontop

oftheworld.

.

.

Nkosifinallymakesithome.Notlatebutperfect

timing.Ihadjustfinishedcookingandheplaceshis

carkeysonthecounterandhegoesandwashes

hishands.Idishupforhimandsoonhishands

wrappedaroundmefrombehind.Aperkonthe

neckmakingmykneesandarubonmystomach

excites



Nkosi:"bengikukhumbule(Imissedyou)"

Me:"metoo."

Hekissesmyneckandsighs.

Me:"uryt(areyouok?)"

Hisbreathhitsmyearlobeandit'sminty,thesmell

offnicotinehasbecomemyflavoredoxygen.

Nkosi:"youknowIwantustohaveaproper

wedding"

HekissesmyneckandIamgettingweakerand

weaker.



Me:"yebongiyazi(yesIknow)"

Nkosi:"butwecan'tdothatwithoutpayingforyou"

Ifreeze.Aftermygrandmotherdied.Noremove

that.ThedayIfoundoutmymotherisnomoreis

thedayIknewIwouldnevergetmarried.IfIwasto

searchformyrelativeswherewouldIstart.Idon't

evenknowmyfather,evenameerpersonIcancall

adistancerelative.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"anginawoumndeni(Idon'thaveafamily)"

Tearsstreameddownmycheeksandheturnedme

aroundandheldme.



Nkosi:"shhhungakhalingiyilungisileleyo(don't

cry,Isortedthatout.)"

Isniffandlookathim.

Me:"how?"

Nkosi:"MaK"

Oh.

Me:"Akumelekuyiweemadloziningalokho?

(Aren'twesupposedtogotoancestorsandall)"

Heholdsmycheekashetowersme.Mybreath

hinchedwithoutwarningandmyinsidesturn.

Nkosi:"Cha(no)letmetakecareofeverything"



InoddedandhekissesmylipsandIreturnit.He

breaksitandlooksmeinmyeyes.

Nkosi:"IloveyouNdalo"

Me:"IloveyoutooNkosi"

Ireallydo.Hewrapshisarmsaroundmeengulfing

meinahug.

Nkosi:"ngekengikushiye,ngiyethembisa(Iwon't

leaveyou,Ipromise)"

That'sallIneedtohearandhaveandthatis

reassurance.SecurityandtheloveIhavemissedin

alltheyears.



Hisphoneringsandwebreakthehugandhetakes

itout.

Nkosi:"Ringa(talk).......fuck!Ngiyazwakalanou(I

amcomingnow)"

Hehangsupandputshisphoneawayandlooksat

me.

Nkosi:"Ihavetorush.Ngiyabuyamanje(Iam

comingbacknow)"

Me:"atleastungitsheleindawokhona

ngizokululeka(atleasttellmetheplacesothatI

canbeatease)"

Nkosi:"EishSmanqanaSam"



Igiggled.Hechuckled.

Me:"yinimanjeleyonto?(Whatisthat?)"

Nkosi:"Kuyakufanela(itsuitsyou)"

Ishakemyhead.

Me:"myGod"

Nkosi:"IamgoingeMbalisoImightcomelate"

Mbali?heseestheconfusionandplantsaperk

beforetakeshiskeys.

Nkosi:"eMaritzburgngiyabuyamanje

(pietermaritzburg,Iamcomingnownow)"



Me:"uberyt(besafe)"

Nkosi:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

HewinksandIblushbeforeheisonhiswayout.I

findmyselfleaningonthecounterwithasmileon

myfaceandIrubmystomach.

Me:"Iwishyoulooklikehim"

Isigh.ThenItakethefoodandIgoandeat.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:21] :Insert54

AftereatingIwatchedsomeTVandIfeltdrowsy.I

wenttowashthedishesandImademywaytothe

bedroomswitchingoffthelights.Iwentonmy

kneesandjustprayedandthankedGodforseeing

methroughandbringingablessinginmylife.

AfterprayingIgotinbedandIlookedattheceiling.

IwouldhaveneverthoughtthatIwouldpayinsuch

acomfortablebedoneday.Withaproperroofover

myhead.Properfoodandproperclothes.Iwould

haveneverthoughtthatwouldbemeNdalo

Mthethwa.Noit'snotNdaloMthethwaanymore.Its

notBuhlebendaloMthethwawhowasthepoorgirl

whodidn'tknowwhatshewilleatduringthe

holidays.Whoworkedforawhiteman'sfarmjust

soshecangetthatlittlescrapweusedtoget.NoI

amnotheranymoreandnowIamNdaloMajola.



BuhlebendaloMajola,amarriedyoungladytoa

Manofhernonexistentdream.Hasabetterlifeand

herfuturelookspromising.Asoontobemother

andallofthatatmyage.Iswitchedofftheside

lampanddozedofftosleep.

Iwaswokenupbyafeeling.Likesomethingwas

lookingatmeandtingleswentdownmyspinefilled

withfear.Iturnedaroundandsawafigureandmy

heartwasracing.Isatupandturnedonthelights

andIheldmychestwhilelookingathimpolishhis

gunwhilesittingonthebedroomcouch.

Me:",ungithusile(youscaredme)"

Nkosi:"bengingaqondile(Ididn'tmeanto)"

Hecarriedonpolishinghisgunandthenputitdown.



Nkosi:".Lala(sleep)"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"akusavumi,isikhathini?(Ican't.Whattimeis

it?"

Nkosi:"4am"

HetookoffhispantsandalsohistopandIsawa

bandageonhisarm.

Me:"whathappenedthere?"

Nkosi:"intwencane.Ungaworry(it'ssomething

smalldon'tworry)"

Inodded.HestrippednakedandIlookedawayand



bechuckled

Nkosi:"angazisizohlalakanjaningobaindaba

yezingubauyangihlupha(Idon'tknowhowwewill

sleepbecauseclothesirritateme)"

Me:"oh"

Hestopsandlooksatme.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh"

Nkosi:"Khumula(unclothe)"

Iswallowedandthennodded.Iunclothedandhe

gotinbedandgotinbehindme.Heswitchedoff



thesidelampandpulledmetohim.

Nkosi:"kusukelanamhlanjesilalakanje(from

todayonwesleeplikethis)"

Inodded.Heplacedhishandonmystomach.

Nkosi:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hekissedmyneckandhekeepsonrubbingmy

stomach.Hishandsgoestomybuttandhe

squeezedthemandImoan.

Nkosi:"ngicelaindlela(makeway)"

HeliftedmylegandslippedinandImoaned.He



wentdeeperandhestoppedatthatandhekissed

mycheek.

Nkosi:"lala(sleep)"

InoddedandIclosedmyeyesandhemovedslowly

insideme.Hetouchedmybreastssoftly.

Nkosi:"shh"

HestoppedandIfinallygottorest.

IwokeupwhenthesunwasoutandNkosihadhis

handonmystomach.ItouchedhishandandItried

togetoutofthebedbutheheldmeandIremember

thatheisinsidemeaswellwhenItriedtomove.

Nkosi:"NdalouhlukumezaUmntanami(youare



abusingmychild.)"

Me:"how?"

Nkosi:"Iamstillenjoyingandit'swarmforyouto

getoutofthisbed."

Me:"MygodThembinkosi"

HethrusteddeeperandputitbackinandImaoned.

Nkosi:"phindafuthiAngizwanga(repeatagainI

didn'thearyou)"

Me:"Nkosi"

Heholdsmywaistandthrusteddeeperandasharp

moanescapesmylips.



Nkosi:"usafunsaukubuka?(Youwanttowakeup?

)"

Ididn'tknowwhattodoorsaysoIjustshookmy

headandhechuckledandstopped.Hekissedmy

cheek.

Nkosi:"ok"

Afterthatitwassilent.Sohedidallofthattome

becauseIdidn'twanttowakeup.Nxx.Islowly

movedagainsthim.Hegroanedbymyear.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Hisdeepscratchyvoicewascallingmetodomore.

Heheldmystomach.



Nkosi:"uyahluphahas(youaredisturbing)"

Me:"youstartedthis.Nowfinish"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"ok"

Hepushedhimselfdeepandoutandthrusted.

Me:"mmmh"

Nkosi:"youtillwantmetocarryon?"

Inoddedandhechuckledandkissedmyneck.



Me:"Iloveyou"

Nkosi:"IloveyoutoosmanqaSam"

IbitmybottomlipandIthinkthebabyisexcitedas

well.Hegroanedbymyearashequickenedhis

pace.

Nkosi:"ShitNdalo!"

Welltherestwashistory.

.

.

.
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IfellonmybackonthebedasIwaspantinglikeI

waschasedbyadog.Nkosichuckledandhekissed

myforehead.Howoldisthismanagain?His

energydoesn'tsaythatheislookatthegraveby

thetimeIturn30.Herunshisfingersonmydark

lineandIgiggledasthebabykicked.

Me:"Ngikhathele(Iamtired.)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"ngentoencaneKanje(bysomethingso

small)"



Small?IliftmyheadupandlookatMajolaandhe

isup.Iamdefeated.Helaughed.

Nkosi:"Yindaba?(Whatisit?)"

HesayswithasmirkplasteredonhisfaceandI

smiled.Playedwithhisroughhair.

Me:"umuhle(youarehandsome)"

HefrownedandIlaughed.

Nkosi:"Chasnqamakushiwonjalongiyindoda(no

babyyoudon'tsaythat,Iamaman)"

Igiggled.

Me:"whatdoyousaythen?"



Nkosi:"ithiuyachazekaimina(sayyouare

charmedbyme)"

HegotoffthebedandIlaughed.Hepickedmeup

andIheldonhisneckashewalkedtothebathroom.

Me:"ngiyacazekauwenaMsheks(Iamcharmed

byyouMsheks)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"uzotholausushayekangoMajola(youwill

findyourselfbeinginMajola'swrath)"

Igiggledasheputmedownonthetoiletanditook

apeewhilehebrushedhisteeth.Iwaslookingat

himandhisbodyiscoveredinalotoftattoosandis

verywelltonedaswellandhehadlittlebum.I



laughed.Heturnedandlookedatmewithafrown

whileItryandcontainmylaugh.

Nkosi:"istheresomething?"

Helookedaroundandishookmyhead.Ifinished

andwipedandIopenedtheshowerandIstoodnext

tohimandhewaslookingatmethroughthemirror

andIdidthesame.Hegavememytoothbrushand

stoodbehindme.

Me:"ungaqaliluthoplease(pleasedon'tstart

anything)"

Hechuckledwhilelookingatmybehindlikehewas

checkingmeoutandhewhistledwhileIgigglean

hespankedmybuttandIjumped.

Me:"mmmh"



Nkosi:"Kancanebabynjeokokugcina(smallbaby.

JustlastTime)"

Me:"don'tyougettired?"

Heshookhisheadlikeakidandliftedmyoneleg

uptothesinkhieghtandherubbedhimselfthere.I

closedmyeyes.Godthisman.Whatishedoingto

me.MyfirstexperiencewastheworstbutNkosi

justtakesmetounknownplacesofpleasure.I

reallyenjoyitwithhim.Idon'tthinksomeboys

youngerthanhimwouldhavehandledmelikethis.I

amjustjokingbuthesuredoesknowhowtohandle

awomanImaysay.Ineveryway.Notonlyinthis

departmentbutmakingsureawomanistakencare

off.HeinstertedhimselfandIheldonthesink.

Nkosi:"Igotyou"



Inoddedandhethrustedinme.Iamsuremy

treasureisbiggerthanbeforebutitstillholdsandI

feelhim.Hisgroanssendstinglesdownmyspine

asitisdeepandcomesfromwithinhisthroat.How

hisAdamapplemoveswhenhetalksdrivesme

crazy.

.

.

Afterthatroundwetookashowerandgotout.I

removedthesheetsandIputtheminthebasket.I

putnewonesandwegotdressed.Injeans.His

wereblackandminewerebluejeansandheworea

blackpoloneckandachainoverit.Iworeablack

longsleeveandaleatherjacketontopandmilitary

bootsandtiedmyhair.Heworeabikerjacketand

blackankleboots.Iswearitwasthefirsttimeofus

matching.



Nkosi:"Imightputyouontheteam.Uyachazeka

Muntuwam(youaresexymywoman)"

Igiggled.

Me:"thankyou"

Hekissedmycheekandwenttotakehisgunand

knife.Heevenkeepsoneunderthepillowwhenwe

sleep.Idon'tquestionhimbuttrusthim.Hethen

takesmybagandhisphoneandmyphoneandwe

walkout.WearegoingforababyscanthenIdon't

knowwhat'snextreally.Wegotoutlockingandhe

openedthedoortohiscarandIgotinandhewent

tohissideandgotinbeforedrivingoff.Ihadmy

seatbeltonandnoticedthathedoesn'tputhisatall.

Me:"uzolimala(youwillgethurt)"



Nkosi"ngeke(Iwon't)"

Iwon'targuewithhim.WegottotheDrandwegot

outandheheldmyhandaswewalkedinside.

Therewereotherpeopleandcouplesthereandthat

justlookedatus.Wewenttothereceptionist.

Her:"hihowmayIhelpyou?"

Nkosi:"webooked"

Her:"name.?"

Me:"NdaloMajola"

Shewasabouttospeakwhenacouplesurfaced

lookinghappyandaDrcameout.Helooks,Idon't



knowbuthisauraisheavy.

Nkosi:"eitha"

Dr:"Msheks"

TheyfistbumpedinahandshakeIdon'tknow.The

receptionistgavetheDrafile.Helookedatme.

Dr:"uyenaMancanengiyabona(thisistheladyI

see)"

Nkosi:"Sofaslahlanewam(myrideordie)"

Theguychuckled.

Dr:"ukushayeblind.Asambeni(youarewhipped.

Let'sgo)"



Wefollowedhimtohisofficewhiletheothers

wantedtocomplainbutfeared.Wegotin.

Dr:"DrPhakadeMrsMajola"

Me:"Ndalo"

Dr:"Iknow.Awupheliemlonyeniwendodayakho

(hetalksaboutyoualot)"

Iblushed.

Nkosi:"akushesheNdoda(hurryman)"

Theylaughed.



Dr:"thiswayMrs"

Westoodupandwenttothebedandhelaidme

thereandheliftedmytopupandexposedmy

stomachandappliedsomecoldgelandthen

movedit.AnoisefilledtheroomandNkosiwas

lookingatthemachine.

Dr:"nanguuMsheksomncane(thereislittle

Msheks)"

Me:"isthebabyok?"

Dr:"yes.Keepitup."

Nkosi:"manjeincwaiNoma?..(Iitagirlor?)"

Yhohistalksconfusemealot.



Dr:"eishhadeNdoda.It'saboy(sorrymanit'sa

boy)"

Theyfistbumped.

Msheks:"akunasmokoigamaliyakhula(thereis

noproblem.Thefamilynameisgrowing)"

Me:"Iamconfused"

Nkosi:"it'saboybaby"

Me:"oh"

Ismiled.Thesmileonhisface.



Nkosi:"ngizokuthengelaibhanoyi(Iwillbuyan

airplaneforyou)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"engathiowasemakhaya.(It'slikeyouarefrom

thevillage)"

Hisfriendlaughed.Nkosifrowned.

Nkosi:"theypromisedyouaplane?"

Inoddedwhilelaughing.Hejoinedinandweall

laughed.

Nkosi:"mxmtheycan'tevenbuyyouacarorhustle

likeme"



Me:"canwego.Iamhungry"

Dr:"yesman."

NkosiwipedoffthatgelandhelpedmebeforeIgot

offthebed.

.

.

.
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WewalkedoutoftheDrsofficeafterwedidthe



necessarystuffandNkosiheldmyhandaswe

walkedothecar.Heissocaringandsweet.We

gotinandhedroveoffwhileplayingsomemusic.

Nkosi:"Iwasthinking"

Ilookedathim.

Nkosi:"Ithinkwhenyouhavegivenbirthmom

movesheretohelpandwhenheisabitoldenough

heleaveswithher."

Me:"ngoba?(Why?)"

Nkosi:"impiloengiyiphilayoNdaloizofaka

umntwanawethuengcuphenifuthiufunaukufunda

(thelifethatjlivewillputthechildindangerplus

youwanttostudy)"



Hestillremembersthat.

Me:"usakhumbula?(Youremember)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"howcanIforgetmywife'sdreams."

Me:"ithappens.

Nkosi:"wewillvisithimandwhenyouaredone

withvarsityhewillmoveinfulltimewithus."

Iwasthinking.

Ilookedathim.



Me:"(sigh)Ok"

HetookmyhandandkisseditandsmiledandIdid

thesametoo.Wegottothemallandwegotout

andmadeourwayinside.Peoplealwaysseem

intimidatingjustbyhisaura.Iwastooandstillam.

Nkosi:"ufunaukudlani?(Whatdoyouwanttoeat.

)"

Me:"pizzawithporkburgerandfishaswell"

Helookedatmeandthenmystomach.

Nkosi:"ok"

IsmiledanwewenttogetwhatIwanted.Ithanked

himwhenwetookourlastorderwhenhisphone



rang.Heanswered.

Nkosi:"Mmh"

Therewassilenceforalittlewhileaswewere

walkingoutofthemall.Stayinglongwillcause

havocinafewsecondsleadinghimtojailagain.

Wegottotheparkinglotandhestoodbythecar

andIlookedathim.Hehasafrown.

Nkosi:"NgishiloBruise......(Isaidsobruise)Itold

youthatIshouldkillher"

Mybodycringedandhedidn'tnoticethesudden

uncomfortIhad.HeopenedthecarandIjustgoin.

Whoshouldtheyhavekilled.?IsitLondie?Whois

itreallyIamwondering.Hegotinaftersometime

clickinghistongueandhestartedthecar.Ijust

woretheseatbeltbecauseIcanseeit'sabouttobe

abumpyride.Hedroveoffafterthatandtherewas



silenceinthecar.HelookedannoyedandIdidn't

wanttosayanythingjusttoannoyhimevenmore.

WegottoKwaMashuandIknewheisgoingto

leavemewithMaKandIreallydon'tmindatall.

Sheisaverywonderfulwomanthatone.Wegotto

thereandheparkedandIgotoutwithmyfoodand

bagandhealsogotout.WentinsideandSiyanda

andNhlanhlawerealreadyhere.Igreetedthemand

gaveMaKahug.

Siyanda:"Mancane(small)",

Hesaidreplying.

Nkosi:"asivayeni(let'sleave)"

MaK:"ungaworryngizomnakekela(don'tworry.I

willtakecareofher)"



Nkosi:"ZwakalaNdalo(comeNdalo)

HewenttothebedroomsandIfollowed.Wegotin

oneandheclosedthedoorpulledmebymywaist

andkissedmylipsandIreturnedit.Webrokethe

kissaftersometime.

Nkosi:"NomaKwenzakalaniNgiyanithanda(no

matterwhathappens.Iloveyouboth)"

Me:"kwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon?)"

Nkosi:"Ngizobuyaneh(Iwillcomebackok?)"

Inodded.ThistimeIwasn'tokthatIdon'tknow

what'sgoingon.Hekissedmyforeheadand

rubbedmystomachandhuggedmeandIhugged

himbackcrying.Hehushedme.



Nkosi:"ungakhali(don'tcry)"

Me:"Uyangithusa(youarescaringme)

Nkosi:"don'tbe."

Hekissedmeagain.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

"MsheksSebefikile(Mshekstheyarehere)"

Heclenchedhisjaws.



Nkosi:"Iamcoming"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedout.WefoundA

roomfullofPoliceandLondiewaswiththem.

Londie:"Iwarnedyou"

Shelooksatmeupanddownandclickshertongue.

Officer:"sphindesihlangane(wemeetagain)"

Nkosi:"Asambeni(let'sgo)"

Hewalksout.

Londie:"(laughing)Iwonderhowhewillbeyour



nightandshiningarmornow."

Me:"don'tyouhaveanythingbettertodoinlife.?"

Londie:"noandIamgoingtotormentyours."

Shewalkedout.Isatdownonthecouch.

Me:"hewillcomebackright?"

Therewassilenceanditwaskillingme.Ijustcried.

MaK:"Itwillbeok.Don'tworry"

HowamIsupposedtonotworry?

**MSHEKS*



Theyhavebeeninterrogatingmeforanhourand

stillnothing.IwishIreallykilledLondiethattimeI

hadachance.Thisone.Iamneveregoingto

forgiveherfor.

Officer:"uyazsinobufakazi(youknowwehave

evidence)"

Me:"whyamIsittingherethen?"

Officer:"(chuckling),thisismyturfboy",

Me:"ngimdalakunaweandukuthingisexykunawe

andakuyonaindawoyakholeh(Iamolderthanyou

andIamsexierthanyouandthisplaceisnot

yours.),MsheksrunsthewholeofKznsogetme

somejuicewhileyoudigestthat.



Hechuckled.

Officer:"Iseeyouarehavingachild"

Me:"ngiyakubonaumndeniwakholaphakaC.

Muhle(Iseeyourfamily,theyarebeautiful)"

Officer:"areyouthreateningme?"

Me:"(chuckling),,youarenotthatimportantto

wastethatonyou.Iwasjustcomplimenting."

HewasinfearandIgothimwhereIwantedhim.I

smirked

TobecontinuedInsert5

WewalkedoutoftheDrsofficeafterwedidthe



necessarystuffandNkosiheldmyhandaswe

walkedothecar.Heissocaringandsweet.We

gotinandhedroveoffwhileplayingsomemusic.

Nkosi:"Iwasthinking"

Ilookedathim.

Nkosi:"Ithinkwhenyouhavegivenbirthmom

movesheretohelpandwhenheisabitoldenough

heleaveswithher."

Me:"ngoba?(Why?)"

Nkosi:"impiloengiyiphilayoNdaloizofaka

umntwanawethuengcuphenifuthifunaukufunda

(thelifethatjlivewillputthechildindangerplus

youwanttostudy)"



Hestillremembersthat.

Me:"usakhumbula?(Youremember)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"howcanIforgetmywife'sdreams."

Me:"ithappens.

Nkosi:"wewillvisithimandwhenyouaredone

withvarsityhewillmoveinfulltimewithus."

Iwasthinking.

Ilookedathim.



Me:"(sigh)Ok"

HetookmyhandandkisseditandsmiledandIdid

thesametoo.Wegottothemallandwegotout

andmadeourwayinside.Peoplealwaysseem

intimidatingjustbyhisaura.Iwastooandstillam.

Nkosi:"ufunaukudlani?(Whatdoyouwanttoeat.

)"

Me:"pizzawithporkburgerandfishaswell"

Helookedatmeandthenmystomach.

Nkosi:"ok"

IsmiledanwewenttogetwhatIwanted.Ithanked

himwhenwetookourlastorderwhenhisphone



rang.Heanswered.

Nkosi:"Mmh"

Therewassilenceforalittlewhileaswewere

walkingoutofthemall.Stayinglongwillcause

havocinafewsecondsleadinghimtojailagain.

Wegottotheparkinglotandhestoodbythecar

andIlookedathim.Hehasafrown.

Nkosi:"NgishiloBruise......(Isaidsobruise)Itold

youthatIshouldkillher"

Mybodycringedandhedidn'tnoticethesudden

uncomfortIhad.HeopenedthecarandIjustgoin.

Whoshouldtheyhavekilled.?IsitLondie?Whois

itreallyIamwondering.Hegotinaftersometime

clickinghistongueandhestartedthecar.Ijust

woretheseatbeltbecauseIcanseeit'sabouttobe

abumpyride.Hedroveoffafterthatandtherewas



silenceinthecar.HelookedannoyedandIdidn't

wanttosayanythingjusttoannoyhimevenmore.

WegottoKwaMashuandIknewheisgoingto

leavemewithMaKandIreallydon'tmindatall.

Sheisaverywonderfulwomanthatone.Wegotto

thereandheparkedandIgotoutwithmyfoodand

bagandhealsogotout.WentinsideandSiyanda

andNhlanhlawerealreadyhere.Igreetedthemand

gaveMaKahug.

Siyanda:"Mancane(small)",

Hesaidreplying.

Nkosi:"asivayeni(let'sleave)"

MaK:"ungaworryngizomnakekela(don'tworry.I

willtakecareofher)"



Nkosi:"ZwakalaNdalo(comeNdalo)

HewenttothebedroomsandIfollowed.Wegotin

oneandheclosedthedoorpulledmebymywaist

andkissedmylipsandIreturnedit.Webrokethe

kissaftersometime.

Nkosi:"NomaKwenzakalaniNgiyanithanda(no

matterwhathappens.Iloveyouboth)"

Me:"kwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon?)"

Nkosi:"Ngizobuyaneh(Iwillcomebackok?)"

Inodded.ThistimeIwasn'tokthatIdon'tknow

what'sgoingon.Hekissedmyforeheadand

rubbedmystomachandhuggedmeandIhugged

himbackcrying.Hehushedme.



Nkosi:"ungakhali(don'tcry)"

Me:"Uyangithusa(youarestartingme)

Nkosi:"don'tbe."

Hekissedmeagain.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

"MsheksSebefikile(Mshekstheyarehere)"

Heclenchedhisjaws.



Nkosi:"Iamcoming"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedout.WefoundA

roomfullofPoliceandLondiewaswiththem.

Londie:"Iwarnedyou"

Shelooksatmeupanddownandclickshertongue.

Officer:"sphindesihlangane(wemeetagain)"

Nkosi:"Asambeni(let'sgo)"

Hewalksout.

Londie:"(laughing)Iwonderhowhewillbeyour



nightandshiningarmornow."

Me:"don'tyouhaveanythingbettertodoinlife.?"

Londie:"noandIamgoingtotormentyours."

Shewalkedout.Isatdownonthecouch.

Me:"hewillcomebackright?"

Therewassilenceanditwaskillingme.Ijustcried.

MaK:"Itwillbeok.Don'tworry"

HowamIsupposedtonotworry?

**MSHEKS*



Theyhavebeeninterrogatingmeforanhourand

stillnothing.IwishIreallykilledLondiethattimeI

hadachance.Thisone.Iamneveregoingto

forgiveherfor.

Officer:"uyazsinobufakazi(youknowwehave

evidence)"

Me:"whyamIsittingherethen?"

Officer:"(chuckling),thisismyturfboy",

Me:"ngimdalakunaweandukuthingisexykunawe

andakuyonaindawoyakholeh(Iamolderthanyou

andIamsexierthanyouandthisplaceisnot

yours.),MsheksrunsthewholeofKznsogetme

somejuicewhileyoudigestthat.



Hechuckled.

Officer:"Iseeyouarehavingachild"

Me:"ngiyakubonaumndeniwakholaphakaC.

Muhle(Iseeyourfamily,theyarebeautiful)"

Officer:"areyouthreateningme?"

Me:"(chuckling),,youarenotthatimportantto

wastethatonyou.Iwasjustcomplimenting."

HewasfeedingandIgothimwhereIwantedhim.I

smirked

Tobecontinued... " *.. " ",
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It'satnighttimeandIamlayinginbedrubbingmy

stomachconstantly.Ihaven'theardfromanyone

aboutwhatisgoingonwithNkosi.Alltheydois

justdismissthestory.DidLondiereporthimofhis

crimes?Howdidshefindtheevidencetoallofthat.

WhoamIkiddingit'sherhusband.Theyhavebeen

togetherfor15yearsifnotmore.Thereisasoft

knockonthedoor.



"Ndalo"

It'sMaK.Sheknocksoncemorebeforesheenters.

Shewalkstomysideholdingamugandsitsdown.

MaK:"situpanddrinkthissoyouwon'tstressthe

baby"

Shesatmeupandadjustedthepillowsperfectly

andhandedthemugtomeandgotinbedwithme.I

drankthesubstanceanditwaswarmMilk.

MaK:"don'tworryaboutMsheks"

Me:"kuhambakanjani?(Howisitgoing?)"

Shesighsandgetsmeworried.Sheseestheworry

andputsherhandonmyshoulder.



MaK:"justfocusonthebaby.Everythingwillbeok"

Me:"ok"

ShekissesmycheekandIstayinbedwithher

whiledrinkingmymilk.Ihopeeverythingisgoingto

beok.

.

.

5dayslaterandIfeellikewearegoingbackto

beforePhilanidied.Ihaven'tbeeneatingwell.Iam

tryingtodigesteverythingthatishappeningbutit

won'thappen.Ihavemyheadburriedinsidethe

toiletseatandMaKwalksin.



MaK:"youareok?"

ShehandedwatertomeandIrinsedmymouth

beforeIflushedandshehelpedmeup.

MaK:"gogetdressed.WearegoingtoWestville"

Myheartskippedabeat.InoddedandIwenttothe

bedroomandIchangedandgotdressedinafloral

dressandsandals.ItookmybagandphoneandI

walkedout.Ihaven'tseenSiyandainawhileandhe

ishereeatinganapple.

Siyanda:"O'lady.MakaBoy"

Me:"hello"



Hefrownedandhuggedme.

Siyanda:"areyoueatingproperly?"

Me:"ihavebeenvomitingthat'swhy"

Henoddedunsure.

MaK:"Sesingahamba(wecanleave)"

Shesaidappearingfromthebedrooms.Siyanda

noddedandwewentoutlockingandwegotinthe

carbeforehedroveoff.Ifeltlikemylifewas

movingslow.LikewhenIreachapointofbeing

happysomethingshowsupoutofnowhere.Irest

myheadonthewindowandjustsigh.

Siyanda:"ungaworry(don'tworry)"



Thatismybiggestworry.Inodanywayandcarry

onlookingoutthewindow.Whenwearriveinthe

prisonweareinspectedfirstbeforeweareshown

toaroom.Wegotinandhewaswiththelawyer

manandLondiewasamoungstthemsmiling.

Londie:"takeitorleaveitMsheksbecauseyou

knowIwillmakeyourlifemiserable."

Shetookherbagandthelawyerguyleftpapersand

theywalkedout.Shebumpedme.

Londie:"oops."

IwassotemptedtohitherbutIstoppedmyself.

Nkosiputhisheadbetweenhishandsandhe

sighed.



Siyanda:"zikhiphani?(Whatisgoingon?)"

Heliftedhisheadandlookedatme.

Msheks:"soringalater.Ndalo(wewilltalklater.

Ndalo)"

Ilookedathim.

MaK:"sobuyake(wewillcomebackthen)"

Henoddedandtheywalkedout.

Nkosi:"unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Ihuggedhimandhesighedandhuggedmeback.



Me:"youarecomingbackisn'tit?"

Nkosi:"Idon'tknow"

Whatdoeshemeanhedoesn'tknow.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"KunzimaNdalokodwangizozama(it'shard

butIwilltry.)"

Iswallowed.

Me:"kungenzekauhlalelah(itmayhappenthat

youstayhere?)"

Henodded.Nobitmybottomlipandhewipedmy

tearandIclosedmyeyes.Ilostmybreath.



Nkosi:"phefumulaNdalo(breathNdalo)"

Itriedtoandhesatmedownandtriedtocalmme

down.

Nkosi:"youwillstudyok?Youwillbethatlawyer.

Londieistakingeverythingandbringmedownin

theprocessandIdon'tregretmydecisionofloving

younowlalela(listen)Thereismoneyatthehouse

ok.It'sR500000.It'sfromthetimeIwenttoPMB.

Iwantyoutotakeitandinvestsometostudy.Iwill

tryhustlefrominheresoyoucansurvivewithour

baby"

Iwasintears.Soit'soverlikethat

Nkosi:"uyangizwaNdalo?(YouhearmeNdalo?)"



Inodded.Hekissedmycheek.

Nkosi:"Lookatme."

Ilookedathim

Nkosi:"Iwillbebackandwewillbetogetheragain

wearenotseperating.

Inodded.

Nkosi:"don'tcheatonmeNdalocauseIhaveeyes

andearseverywhere."

Me:"ngeke(Iwon't)"

Nkosi:"ok.Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HekissedmylipsandIreturnedit.Soheisleaving

melikethat?Justlikethat.Hepickedmeupfrom

thechairandIwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist

Nkosi:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

IhopeIcanfacetheworldalonewithmychild.

WithouthisfatherlockedupinhereforGodknows

howlong

.

.

.
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Ifixedmyselfandlookedathimandhepulledmeto

himandIjusthuggedhim.Tearsleftmyeyesand

therewascompletesilence.

Nkosi:"NhlanhlaandSiyandawillbethereforyou.

"

Inodded.

Me:"willIvisityou?"

Nkosi:"fornowIwouldrathernot.Idontwantyou

tovisitmenowbutwithtimeyouwillifyouwantto

"



Me:"Iwill."

HekissedmylipsandheldmybuttandIgiggled

andhesmirkedandwebrokethekiss.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Nkosi:"Namingiyakuthandakakhulu(Ialsolove

youmore)"

Wehuggedagainandheletgoofme.

Nkosi:"Iwillseeyouok"

Inoddedthoughmyheartisheavy.Itookmybag

andturnedtohimandlookedathimforawhile

beforeIwentoutandtearsstreameddownmy



cheeks.IfoundMaKandSiyandawentin.She

huggedme.

MaK:"kuzolunga(itwillbeok)"

InodknowingverywellIdon'tfeelok.Wesittherea

whileandseecraddlesmebeforeSiyandawalks

out.

Siyanda:"wecanleave"

Westoodupandfollowedhimtothecar.He

openedthedoorformeandIthankedhimandhe

closedthedoorandgotinhissideandhedroveoff.

Siyanda:"areyouhungry?"

Ishookmyhead.Ican'tdigestanything.Hedrove



toadrivethruandboughtfoodformeanIthanked

himbeforemystomachgrumbledandIate.MaK

laughedastohowstubbornIwasinwantingtoeat.

HedrovetoMaK'shouseandwegotthereandgot

off.Wewalkedinside.

Siyanda:'Iwillbeback'

Wenodded.It'slikewejustlostsomeone.Ilostthe

fatherofmychildthatisit.IlostmyhusbandandI

amallaloneoncemore.Onceagain.Itouchmy

stomachandstarttosing.

Me:"(singing)Umkhulekounamandla,

umasikhulekangokukholwa......Ujesuuyalalela

,aphendul'Umkhuleko....Lethakonkekujesu

ngomkhuleko"

MaK:"it'sgoingtobeok.'



Me:'Iamjustscared.Ofwhatthefuturereally

holdsformeoutthere.WillIbeabletosurvive?"

.

.

*LONDEKA*

Iwalkedinthedoorandhefollowedme.Itooka

bottleofwineoutofthekitchencupboardand

pouredwineforthebothofusandgavehimaglass.

Me:"tosuccess"

Weclickedtheglassestogether.

Him:",,youknowMsheksisnotafool.Hewillfind



outyouhavebeenfuckinghimoverandyouwillbe

dead"

Me:"hewouldnkillMe.DeepdownIknowhestill

lovesme."

Him:"doyoulovehim?"

Iputmywineglassdownandtookhisandputit

downandheldhimbytheblazerandlookedhimin

hiseyes.

Me:"ifIlovedhimIwouldhavekilledthatbrat.She

cameattherighttimedon'tyouthink.NowIwillget

everythingallinthenameofcheating.

Hesmirkedandheheldmywaistandkissedme.I

returnedit.



Him:"weneedtobesmarteraboutthis."

Me:"ofcause"

Iunzippedmydressanditwentdown.Tothefloor

andheplacedhishandsonmycuppedboobsand

hegroaned.

Him:"damnyousexy",

Me:"youlikeit?"

Him:"Iloveit"

Igiggled.HekissedmyneckandImoanedbefore

hepickedmeupandwenttothebedrooms.Heslid

hisfingersintomyunderwearandfingerfuckedme

andIwassquirming.



Me:"ahhyesXolani!!"

Ibitmybottomlipandheplacedmeonhebedand

puthishandonmystomachandcarriedonwithhis

duties.Iremovedtheunderwearandopenedmy

legswiderwhileIplayedwithmyclitorismoaningat

thepleasure.

Me:"Mmmmh",

Hesmirked.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwasrestlessthewholenight.Icouldn'tsleepuntil

morningandthewhenIfeltsick.Irantothe

bathroomandIvomitedinsidethetoilet.Itwaslike

myinsideswereallcomingout.Iheldmystomach

andIsatonthefloorandIcried.Whyissorrow

somethingthatislonglivedandhappinessisjust

shortlived.Ibitmylipandjustcried.Asobescapes

mylipsandmaKwalkedin.Shekneeledbesideme.

MaK:"don'tcryNdalo.Thechildwillgetsick"

Me:"Kubuhlungu(ithurts)"

MaK:"Iknow.Iamsorry"

Shehuggedme.



MaK:"shhwoza(come)"

Sheflushedthetoiletandshehelpedmeup.i

brushedmyteethandwewalkedoutofthe

bathroomandwenttothekitchenandshesatme

down.

MaK:"ngiyazikunzimakodwakuzolunga(Iknow

it'shardbutitwillbeok)"

Ilookedatherandshesmiled.

MaK:"youknowIwasoncelikeyou.Sadwhen

Siyandawasinme"

Shesmiledthinkingback.

Mak:"oncethatbundleishere.Youwon'tfeelalone.



Me:"really?"

Shenodded.

MaK:"andyouarenotaloneNdalo.Youhaveus"

Inoddedoncemore.Shemadefoodandgaveme

some.Ithankedherandstartedeating.Shewas

washingthedishesandshesatdownandatewith

me.SiyandawalkedinwhileIwaswashingthe

dishesaftereating.

Siyanda:"Mancane(small)"

Me:"Bhuti"

Hesmiledandtookanapple.



Siyanda:"ngiyayithandakeleh(Ilovethesoundof

that)"

MaK:"callhimbyhisnameNdalo.Don'tboosthis

ego"

Inodded.

Siyanda:"sherespectsmeunlikeyou"

MaKtookoutaknifeandchasedhimandheran

awaylaughing.

Siyanda:"Hademamzo(sorrymom)"

MaK:"uzofawena(youwilldie)"



TheylaughedandIwassmilingaswell.Theyhave

anamazingbondandIwaswonderingifIwillhave

thatwithmyson.Thistypeofbondthattheyhave.

Me:"singayaukuyothengaingubozengane?(Can

wegobuybabyclothes?)"

Siyanda:"sizohamba(wewillleave)"

Inod.

Me:"thankyou."

Hesmiled.

MaK:"goandrest."

Me:"ngiryt(Iamfine)"



MaK:"Iwasn'taskingreally"

InoddedandfinishedcleaningbeforeIwenttothe

bedroomandlaidonthebed.ImissNkosinow.So

verymuch.Iwanttohearhisvoicecalmmelike

alwaysfeelhislove.It'slikeheexpresseshislove

formethroyghsexalotbuthedoebitentkyandhas

asignificantmeaningtoit."NgiyakuthandaNdalo"

that'swhyImiss."Ndalo"thatortakesthecup.

Justbythinkingabouthimshivergoallovermy

bodyanbican'tcontrolit.

Me:"Iloveyou"

.

.



*LONDIE*

Myheadwasonhischest.Hishandonmybutt

squeezinghereandtheregentlyorhewouldslipin

afingerhereandthereandIwouldmoan.

Xolani:"whatnow?"

Me:"wewaitforhim."

Xolani:"youplayedhimwithhisenemy"

Me:"IknowandwithyouIdon'tregretitreally"

Hesmiledandkissedmylips.

Xolani:"Iamgladyoudon't."



Hespankedmyassandishreekedbeforegetting

onhimandkissedhislips.

Me:"thenwewillhustletogether."

Xolani:"yesbabyyes"

Ismiledandkissedhimwereallyhadtoplaythis

smart.Reallysmart.

.

.

Continuation



Twomonthsintostayingalone.NoIamnotalone.

SometimesNhlanhlawillcomecheckuponmeor

Siyanda.Ihavegrownonhimandhetreatsmylike

hislittlesister.MaKislikeamotherIhavenever

had.Wellsheisone.AmotherIgrewupnot

knowing.Iwasathome.Iam7monthspregnant

andmystomachisgrowingeachandeveryday.

SomehowIstillgetmoneytogotothe

appointmentsandgetsomefood.ImissNkosiand

Ihaven'tseenhiminawhile.Iamnotallowedtotill

thebabyisatleasthereandabitgrown.Ireallyhate

Londie.IknowNkosiwasherhusbandbutyodo

thisisalowblow.Ihearshelivesinthelalucia

house.Yesshegoteverythingandgoodthingthe

houseisundermyname.Ihadjustfinishedgetting

dressedandItookmybagandIwentoutlocking.

Thecabwasalreadywaitingforme.Igotinandit

droveoff.Iwon'tstayaway.It'stimeIbestubborn

andstopdependingonpeopleforcertainthings.

Theridewasn'tlongandwearrivedthere.Ididn't

tellanyoneIwascoming.Idon'tneedareasonto

seemyhusband.Igotoutandpaidthedriver

beforewalkinginprison.IreportedwhoIwantedto



seeandtheysatmedown.Therewerepeopleas

wellandwardenswatchingthepeopleinjailtalkto

theirfamilies.Afterawhileofsittingandtapping

theybroughthimin.Thelookonhisfaceshowed

hewasn'tpleasedthatIwasherebutIdidn'tcareat

all.Hecameforthandhesatdownoppositeme.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"ngithe......(Isaid)"

Me:"Ngekengikulalelelapho,unjani?(Iwon't

listentoyouthere.Howareyou?)"

Heclenchedhisjawsandlookedaroundputhis

handsonthetable.



Nkosi:"Ngigrand.Ngiyakukhumbula(Iamok.I

missyou)"

Me:"Namingokunjalo(samehere.)"

Therewassilence.Itookoutababyscanfrommy

bagandputitonthetable.Hetookitandlookedat

it.Thesmileonhisfacewasreallypriceless.

Nkosi:"uyakhula(heisgrowing)"

Me:"Kakhulu(somuch)",,

Heclenchedhisjawagain.

Nkosi:"Iamsorryforputtingyouthroughthis.I

shouldbeholdingyouhand.



Me:"Akunankinga.Asikhoisimoesingadluli(there

isnosituationthatdoesn'tpass)"

Iofferedmyhandandhetookit.

"Ukubambanaakuvunyiwe!(Holdinghandsisnot

allowed)"

Weletgoofeachother.Iwantedtoholdmorethan

hishand.

Nkosi:"Sobaryt(wearegonnabeok)"

Inodded.

Me:"ngiyakuthanda.SiyakuthandaNoma

kungenzakalani(Iloveyou,weloveyounomatter

whathappens)"



Nkosi:"Ineededtohearthat.IloveyouNdalo,I

meanit.IhaveneverlovedanyonelikeyouandI

trustyou"

Inodded.

Me:"metoo"

Warden:"yourtimeisup"

Nkositookthebabyscanandputitinhisjumpsuit

pocket.HewinkedatmeandIsmiled.Ireallylove

himanIwillstandbyhimjustlikehowhestoodby

meandstilldoesfrominside.ThebestthingIcould

doforhimisLovehim,supporthimandtakecareof

hisson.Icandothatwithnohassleandwouldn't

beverymuchhard.Myheartwassatisfiedabout

seeinghimthatIwenttopavilionmalljusttodo

somebabyshopping.Ihaven'tboughtanybaby



clothesandIamthinkingaboutbuyingnow

becausewhenIam8or9monthsIwillbelazytodo

that.IgotinthemallandIwenttobuy.Iboughtthe

thingsthatIwillneedforthebaby.Iwenttothetill

areawhenIsawLondiewithsomemanandthey

wereallloveyandkissing.Iwonderifsheever

lovedNkosi.Shesawmeandwalkedintheshop.

Londie:"mmmhzibukeayikhoindoda(lookatyou.

Noman)"

Me:"ngiyayaziilaphi.Angifaninawengihamba

ngicosha(Iknowwhereheis,unlikeyouwhojust

jumpstoanyone)"

Shewaslivid.

Londie:"YeyiwenaNgane!(Youchild!)"



ShepushedmyshoulderabitandIclickedmy

tongueandlookedather.

Me:"unganithintikungonakali(don'ttouchme

beforeitgetsugly)"

Londie:"Iwillslapyou"

Me:"whatareyouwaitingfor?"

Londie.:"I....."

Themancame.

Man:"Londekaasambe(Londekalet'sleave)"

Londie:"Iwillcatchyounxx"



Sheturned.

Londie:"let'sgoXolani"

Theywalkedoff.IpaidandIthenwenttoeatbefore

Siyandacalledmethatheisoutside.Idon't

remembertellinghimwhereIambutIgotout

anyway.Hehelpedme.

.

.
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IwalkedoutofthemallandSiyandawasalready



waitingformebythemallentrance.Hetooksome

plasticsjusttohelpme.

Me:"howdidyouknowIamhere?"

Siyanda:"Iknow"

Inodded.

Me:"ngihlanganenoLondie(IbumpedintoLondie)

"

Siyanda:"Usenzeni?(Whatdidshedo?)"

Me:"shewasjusttalkinguntilhermanIthinksaid

theyshouldleave.

Wegottothecarandheopenedthebootand



loadedtheplasticsinside.Ihelpedaswell.

Siyanda:"uyibonileleyondoda?(Didyousee.That

man?)"

Hewasjustmakingconversation.Isee.

Me:"yeah."

Idescribedhim.Iwasramblingalot.

Me:"ohandumbizaXolwa....noXolani"

Hestoppedwhenwewereabouttoenterthecar.

Siyanda:"waitrepeatagain?"



Me:"igamalendodayakheuXolani(herman's

nameisXolani)"

Siyanda:"Ngenaemotweningiyeza(getinthecar.

Iamcoming)"

Inodded.HelookeddisturbedwhenImentioned

Londie'sman.Igotinthecarandhetookouthis

phonednstopdadistancetalkingtothatperson.He

waspacingupanddownclearlyfrustrated.Iwent

ontomyphoneandIkeptmyselfbusybyjust

reading.Afterawhilehecamebackinthecar

clearlyangry.

Me:"Konkekukahle?(Everythingok)"

Siyanda:"yah"

Hesaidlookingatmethroughthereviewmirror.He



reversedoutthecarandhedroveoff.Iplayedwith

myringandheisdrivingtoprisonagain.Whyare

wehereagain?Iwon'taskanywaybutjustsitthere

andwatch.Hegotthereandparkedbeforehesaid

weshouldgetout.IwasabitexcitedbecauseIwill

seemyhusband.MmmhIshouldthatfromnowon.

Weareescourtedinsideandwegototheusual

roomandalreadyheiswaitingwhilesmokingwith

ahandinhispocket.

Siyanda:"Msheks"

Hetakesapuffbeforethrowingthecigaretteaway

andstompingitbutstillleavesascent.Hegoes

aroundthetableandhisaurajustgotworse.Iam

evenscaredtospeak.Heplaceshishandonitand

thensitsdownonthechair.IlookedatSiyandaand

helookedathim.It'slikewewillbereprimandfor

something.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"



Me:"yes?"

Nkosi:"woza(come)"

Iwalkeduptohimandheplacedmeonhislap.He

lookedatme.

Nkosi:"RingaNam(talktome)"

Me:"About?"

Nkosi:"Londie.Whathappenedatthemall?"

Me:"ohthatsoBaby"

IlookedatSiyandawhoshruggedhisshoulders.



Nkosi:"wearejusttalkingbaby.Carryon"

Me:'sowewereatthemallasusuallyuLondie

engicukuluza(annoyingme)afterthatwealmost

foughtandthismancalledher.Heappearedand

Londiesaidhisnameastheywerewalkingaway."

Nkosi:"describehimagainforme"

Idescribedtheguyandhisjawsclenched.He

rubbedmystomachandclosedhiseyes.Ithinkit's

hiswayofcalmingdownbecausehebreathsslowly

whiledoingthatandheopenshiseyesandlooksat

me.Ihaveaworriedlook.

Siyanda:"uyena?(It'shim?)"

Nkosi:"IamgonnakillLondie!"



HebangedthetablewithhisfistandIjumpedin

surprise.Hebreathedoutandrubbedmystomach

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisaukukuthusa(noamsorryto

scareyou)"

Me:"akunankinga(nthereisnoproblem.)"

Siyanda:"Ngisahambakancane.Ngihambenaye?

(Iamleavingabit.ShouldIgowithher?)"

Ididn'twanttoleave.

Nkosi:"Cha.Umbuyelekodwa(no,butcomeback

forher)

Siyanda:"hour?"



Nkosi:"two.Ipulledalotofstringstogetoutofthat

cell"

Siyanda:"ok"

HewalkedoutandIlookedatNkosi.

Me:"areyouok?"

Nkosi:"Iwillbeok"

Heperkedmylips.

Nkosi:"comesoyoucanrestabit"

Idon'tcarewhereIam.AslongasIgothimbymy



side.Wewereescourtedoutandwewalkeddown

theseprisonpassages.Wegottoanotherroom.I

thinkitwasacellandtheyjustmadeitmoreprivate

orwhat?Therewasabedandachair.Toiletand

sinkinoneplace.Tosomeonepoorthisisluxury.

Meincluded.Hesatmeonthebedandcrouched

infrontofme.Hetookoffmyshoesandthentook

myfootandstartedmassagingit.It'slikeheknew

howtheywerethrobbing.Imoanedinenjoyment

andrelaxation.

Nkosi:"stopmoaningorIwillhaveyouhere"

HesaidwithasmirkonhisfaceandIbitmybottom

lip.

Me:"itwouldn'tbebad."

Hegavemeanamusedsmileandkissedmylips.



Nkosi:"youwantthat?"

Hehoveredmelayingmedown.

Me:"Imissyou"

Nkosi:"Iwantyou"

Thatjustmadeeverythingworse.Hisdeepnice

voicewentdowntomyclitandmademewet.I

placedmyhandsonhisneckandkissedhimand

heresponded.Helaidmedownandcarriedon

kissingmeandstoppedandpulledmydressup.

Heremovedmyladyunderwearandoutitinhis

pocket.

Nkosi:"God"



Hesaidcursingunderhisbreathandmakingme

shy.Icoveredmyeyesandhepartedmylegsand

puttheminacurtainpositionandIfelthistongue

onmytreasureandhethrustedandsuckedthereas

well.Imoanedasmykneeswereshakingjustabig

fromthepleasure.

Me:"Nkosi"

Hewasdevouringmytreasurelikeitsthelastmeal

onearth.HestoppedanskillsinhisfingerandI

moaned.

Nkosi:"Youaresowet"

Me:"Iamreadyforyou"

Nkosi:"Ngiyabona(Isee)hesaidwithasmirkand

thenhepulledoutagainwhileIwasstillenjoying.



Nkosi:"youdidn'tsleepwithanyoneright?"

Me:"no"

Nkosi:"Good.BecauseIwouldhavefuckedyoutill

yourbonescrack"

Me:"isthatevenpossible?"

Nkosi:"ifitwasnot.Iwouldhavemadeitpossible"

Iswallowedandhetookoffhisjumpsuitandhis

bodyhasimprovedfrombettertobestifIcouldsay.

Iguesshedoesgetactiveinhereaswell.Itookoff

mydressanditjoinedthefloor.Hisdickwas

lookingatmethrobbingashell.Hehasawifebut

twomonthswithoutitmust'vebeenlongorhashe

beengetting?njepullsmegentlybymywaistand



hepartsmylegs.Heputsonlegonhisshoulder

andheotheroneheholds.Ifeelmywallsstretch

justtoaccommodatehimanIbitemylipsjustto

preventmoaning.

Nkosi:"moanforme.Imissit"

Me:"OhNkosi"

Hethrustedslowlywhilekissingmehereandthere.

Nkosi:"IloveyouNdalo"

Histhrustwentdeeper.

Me:"mmh,IloveyoutooThembinkosi"

Nkosi:"planourwedding.Istillwannamarryyou



right"

Me:"buttheAaah!"

Hequickenedhispace.

Me:"OhmygoshNkosiIamcoming"

Nkosi:"come"

Mybodystartedshakingvigrouslyandhethrusted

onceanddeeperandIcamewhilemoaning.He

thencarriedonthrustinginmyandmylegswere

shakingabit.

Nkosi:"ugrand?(Youok?)"

Me:"Yes"



Idoesmyeyes.Hekissedmylips.Imissedmy

husbandsomuch.Idon'tknowhowIamgoingto

leaveherebecauseIdon'tthinkIwillwantto.

.

.
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Wecleanedupafterandwejustplayedonthebed.

Itwasn'tcomfortablelikethebedathomeandthat

gotmeworried.IwonderhowlongNkosiwillspend

here.IdidhearthattherewillbeatrialbutIdon't

knowwhen.WhenitinvolvesNkosi'slifeofcrime

theyalwaystrytokeepmeawayfromitasmuchas

possible.



Me:"KwenzakalaningoLondie(whatisgoingto

happenwithLondie?)"

Nkosi:"Usuwacabangalieamagama?(Haveyou

hadanynamesinmind?)"

Me:"Cha(no)"

Nkosi:"kumelesiwacabange(wehavetothinkof

them?)"

Me:"whenareyougonnagetoutofhere?"

Nkosi:"Ndalo."

Ibecamesilentandhesighed.



Nkosi:"Thingsarenotlookinggood.Imightserve

10-15years.Iamnotsure"

Isatup.

Me:"excuseme?"

Hesatupaswell.

Nkosi:"NdaloIknowthisishardbut....."

Me:"canIleave?"

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

IfeltmychestclosinginandIwasloosingmy

breath.



Nkosi:"breath"

Ijustcriedandheengulfedmeinahug.

Me:"youareleaving?"

Nkosi:"Iwillbeback.IknowIdisappointedyou

kodwangisakuthandaandngekekwashintsa(butI

stillloveyouandthatwillneverchange)"

Me:"can'tsomethingbedone"

Nkosi:"Itried.Itriedthistimebut....."

HesighedandIknewhewasdefeated.Icarriedon

crying.



Nkosi:"Ndalongiyaxolisa(NdaloIamsorry)"

It'slikeIamgoingbacktosquareone.WhereIhave

nooneinmylife.Theonlypersonwhowillbeinmy

lifefromhereonwardsismychildandifGod

doesn'ttakethatawayaswell.Ichockedonmy

lump.Thisistoomuch.WhywillIeverfindpeace.

WillIeverfindpeaceatall.?AfterallthecryingI

calmeddownandNkositookoffhisring.

Nkosi:"Iwantyoutokeepitforme"

Ilookedatitbeforetakingitandslippeditintomy

thumbbecauseitwasbiggerthanmyfingers.He

kissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:"IloveyouNdalo.Iamsorryforthis.Youwill

studythatIwillmakesureoff.Iwillbebackagain"



RightnowIwishtokillLondie.Ireallywantto

stranglehertodeathforthis.Itouchedmystomach.

Me:"Nkosibanathi"

Nkosi:"Mmh"

Me:"Hisname"

Nkosi:"souzobauNkosinayenjengobaungibiza

kanjalo(Sohewillbe.CalledNkosiaswelljustlike

me)"

HesaidsmirkingandIgiggleandsniffed.

Me:"Don'tbesilly.Ibanathi"

Helikesintomyeyes.



Nkosi:"Ngiyayithanda(Iloveit.)"

Heperkedmylipsandwipedoffthedrieduptears.

Heranhisfingersonmystomach.

Nkosi:"Ibanathi,Mmmhjusthopesheisnotlike

me"

Me:"Iwishforhimtobelikeyou."

Nkosilookedatme.

Me:"youareaverygoodmanwithbadchoicesbut

Iwon'tjudgeandIamnot.Iloveyouwithallyour

flawsandifoursonislikeyouIwouldbehappy"

Nkosi:"Iseeyouwanttomakemecry"



Me:"thewedding?"

Nkosi:"Wegonnahavetwo.Aprisonthemedand

yourdreamwedding."

Helookedserious.

Me:"Idon'thaveadreamwedding.Inever

dreamedofgettingmarried."

Nkosi:"Nowyouwillhavetimetothinkaboutthat"

Isighed.

Nkosi:"Iamnotdead"



Heisright.Ihuggedhimonelasttimeandjustfeel

him.

.

.

Tobecontinued.

[09/17,17:24] :Insert62

*LONDIE*

WegotinsidethehouseandXolaniseemstobe

angryatme.Iheadtothekitchenjusttogetalittle

wine.



Xolani:"whyifshetalksLondeka?"

Me:"yehlisaigazi,ngekeakhulumeuNdalo.

Uysilinyanakancane(Calmdown.Ndalowon'ttalk.

Sheisabitclueless)"

Xolani:"Ihopesobecausewehavecametofar.

Haveyoufoundaplacewewillrelocateinoncewe

getthelastmoney?"

Me:"Mozambique"

Henoddedandkissedmycheek.

Xolani:"ungabhayizi(don'tmessup)"

Me:"ngeke(Iwon't)"



Igulpedonthewineandhetookthebottle.

Xolani:"yekaukubaisdakwa(stopbeingadrunken

)"

Hewalkedoff.Amireallybecomingadrunknow?I

bangedthetableinfrustration.

Me:"DamnyouNdalo,ngikucuphele(Iamcoming

foryou)"

Iwenttodrinksomewaterandthenwentupthe

stairsfollowinghim.Surelyourplaniscoming

togetherverywell.

*MSHEKS*

Iwasstandingatthecornerwhiletheguysinthe



cellweregamblingatwhatevertheyweregambling

for.ItookoutthephoneIgotfromNhlanhlaandI

dialedthenumberbeforeputtingitnexttomyear.A

fewminutessheanswered.

Londie:"Hello"

Ikeptquietabit.

Londie:"slimaKhuluma(fooltalk)"

Me:"ibhariuyihlo(afoolisyourfather)"

Londie:"How....whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"IhavegoteyesandearseverywhereLondie

haveyouforgotten?Engathiusungithathakancane

nje(it'slikeyouaretakingmyAgamefornothing)"



Londie:"angenzangalutho(Ididnothing)"

Me:"Angishongokhonaokwenzilekodwakhona

okuthathileandukuthathenobani(Ididn'tsayyou

tooksomethingbutwhoyoutookitwith)"

Londie:"Whatisthat?"

Me:"greetXolaniforme.,MtsheleInkunziezimbili

esibayeniesisodwaazihambisani.Unyathele

endaweniokunganyathelwakhona.(Tellhimtwo

billsinonekraalisdisaster.Hesteppedonthe

wrongterritory.)"

Londie:"UkhulumanganimanjeMsheks(whatare

youtalkingaboutnowMsheks?)"

Me:"uyazi(youknow)"



Shewassilent.

Me:"IamcomingforhimandthenIwillburyyou

alivelikeIpromisedLondeka"

ShedroppedthecallandIchuckled.Iwasfurious

butItriedtobecalmanditwasn'tworking.

"Yahkwenziwanjalokemadoda(that'showit's

done)"

Mycellmateswerestillplaying.Londiewon'ttrack

mycallontheburnerphone.Itookoutthebaby

scanandlookedatitandIwascalmingdownabit.

IcalledNdaloandittookawhilebeforeshe

answered.

Ndalo:"(sleepyvoice)Hello"



Me:"Ndalo"

Ndalo:"Nkosi"

Me:"usubambaingcingoongazazi(youanswer

unknownphonecalls)"

Shegiggled.

Ndalo:"ukubeangibambangangabeasikhulumi(if

Ididn'tansweritwewouldn'tbetalking)"

Ismiled.

Me:"unjaniumfaziwamngenganeyam(howismy

wifeandchild?)"



Ndalo:"sikahle.Inganeuyangihlupha(weareok.

Yourchildisbotheringme)"

Me:"hemisseshisfather"

Ndalo:"webothdo"

Me:"metoo.Imisssleepingnexttoyou"

Ndalo:"itwillbeok.Nginawe.(Iamwithyou)"

Iclenchedmyjaws.Iamputtingherinahard

situationwhilesheispregnant.Sheisreallytrying

andIadmirethatwithher.

Me:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Ndalo:"SiyakuthandababaisIbanathi(welove



youtoodaddyofIbanathi)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwon'tgodownwithouttrying"

Ndalo:"IfitfailswiththefirstlawyerIwillstudy

andgetyouout"

Me:"Focusonyourstudiesalways."

Ndalo:"Iwill.Ipromise."

Me:"sleepyouseemtired."

Ndalo:"IamabitbutIwanttotalktoyou"



Me:"wewilltalktomorrow."

Ndalo:"uyathembisa?(Youpromise?)"

Iamsureshesoundslikeababyrightnow.

Me:"IpromiseMamuMagcingwane"

Shegiggled.

Ndalo:"NgiyabongaMchunungayonkinto(Ithank

youforeverythingMchunu)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"maybeyoushouldsaybabuMchunufromnow

on"



Ndalo:"IloveNkosilikehowitis"

Me:"youmakeitsoundlikeIamsomeGodsaviour

childthoseBiblestudypeople"

Shegiggled.

Nkosi:"youareGodsentintheforyouare"

Me:"rest.Idon'twantyougrumpy"

Ndalo:"ok.Goodnight"

Me:"Goodnight"

ShehungupandIlookedatthebabyscanagain



beforeputtingitawayandgoingbacktowatch

thosewhoaregambling.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:24] :Insert63

Iwokeupinthemorning.Thebedfeltabitcold,I

gotupfromthebedanddecidedtokeepmyself

busytodaybyjustdoingsomework,some

cleaninghereandthere.IgotoffthebedandIwent

tothebathroomtotakeabath.Iopenedthewater

andwenttobrushmyteethbuthadanurgeto

vomitsoIwentandvomitedinthetoilet.Allmy



insidescameout.Iwipedmymouthandflushed

whilesittingdownonthefloor.Anotherurgecame

andIopenedthetoiletseatandIvomitedagain

whenIfeltlikenothingelseiscomingoutIclosed

thetoiletseatandIsitdownthere.Isatforafew

minutesbeforeIstoodupandIflushedandIwent

tobrushmyteethbeforeIgotinthebathtubandI

bathed.AfterbathingIgotoutandIwenttoget

dressed.ItookthebabyclothesplasticandI

packedtheclothesaway.NkosisaidIshouldbuya

babybedforhimbutsinceIwillbealonehewill

sleepwithmeonthesamebed.AfterIwasdone

withthatIcleanedupthebedroomandwentonto

thekitchentogetsomethingtoeat.Ialwaysavoid

anythingthathasanorangeinitbecauseIvomit.

FromwhatIhavereadonlinesomevomitbecause

ofeggsmellandbaconaswellbutformethat'snot

thecase.Imadesomebreakfastandsatdownand

ate.IwishIgotthenumberNkosicalledwithbutI

didn't.TherewasaknockonthedoorandIputmy

fooddownandIwenttothedoor.



Me:"ubani?(Whoisit?)"

TheknockbecameconsistentandloudandIwent

toopenthedoorandshepushedherwayin.How

doessheknowaboutthisplace?

Londie:"NxMaliYamadoda(Men'smoney)"

Me:"Ngingakusiza(canIhelpyou?)"

Isaidfoldingmyarms.IamtiredofLondiebullying

me.

Londie:"Ihavearighttothishousetoosoout"

Me:"isitwrittenMshekshere?Isitwritten

ThembinkosiMajola?No.Thishouseismineand

it'sminealonewithmyson.It'swritten



BuhlebendaloMajolaakhoThembinkosilah(there

isnoThembinkosi)"

Londie:"ngiyabonausunomgogodla(Iseeyou

haveabackbone)."

Me:"withyouonehastogrowone"

SheslappedmeandIreturnedit.

Londie:"youwillregretit"

ShedroppedherbagandIranbythecouch.Ididn't

thinkIwouldslapher.Iamsurprisedmyself.She

caughtmeandshepushedmetothecouchand

tookoutapocketknife.

Londie:"Iwillsendyoutolabournow"



NowIwasscaredbutfighting.Notmychild.The

knifegotmeinmyarmsacoupleoftimes.

Londie:"Stopmoving!"

Me:"Sukaphezulukwam!(Getoffme)"

Itriedtoholdherfaceoffbutshestabbedmyarm

andicriedlettinggoandIkickedhertorsoandshe

gotoffabitandshewascomingbackfullforce

whenIsatupandIpushedherbeforeshetripped

andhitherheadonthecornerofthecoffeetable

andshelaidthere.Igotupandmyarmwasburning.

Iwenttothesecondbedroomandtookoutthefirst

aidkitandtriedtonursemyself.Itwasverypainful

butonethinkNkosihaseversaidtomeisdon'tgo

tothehospitalunlessit'snecessarysohereIam

nursingmyselfandItryputabandagebeforeI

finishupandIwalkout.Iwenttotheloungeand



LondiewasstillonthefloorandIwenttoherand

therewasbloodfromherhead.Iwasshocked.Oh

myGodIkilledher,Ikilledher.Maybesheisnot

deadandjustneedsthehospital.Iwenttotakemy

phoneinarushandIdialedNhlanhla'snumbers

andheansweredimmediately.Idroppedit.Whatif

theycallthepoliceonme?Iwenttochangefrom

thedressintosweatpantsandNkosi'shoodieandI

woreshoesandIwenttothebackyardandItook

thebigbin.Ihopenooneknowsshecamehere.I

tookthebigbinandIdraggeditinside.Iwenttoher

sideandgotherinsideanditwasaverytoughduty

sinceIampregnantandclosedthebin.Iwheeledit

tothebackandwenttotakesomecleaning

suppliesandIwenttocleanthebloodoff.Itwas

stillwetsoitwasremovable.AfterthatIwasdone

andIwenttotaketheGloves.PapersandIwentto

thebackandIthrewtheminisedthebinandthenI

lookedinsideandiclosedthebin.

Me:"Iamsorry"



Isetthelighterandthrewitinsideandclosedit

beforerunninginside.Myhandswereshaking.I

havejustkilledandburnedsomeone.Godplease

forgiveme.Isatdownandcriedwhiletherewere

littlecries.IjoinedthemandIcriedaswell.Ifell

asleeponthefloorwhilecrying.

.

.

Iwokeupanditwasalittlelate.Igotoffthefloor

andmybackwasaching.Iwenttothekitchento

makesomefoodandIatebeforeIwenttobathand

wentoutsideandtherewereashesandabitsoffa

humanform.Ivomitedandwenttotakeaplastic

andglovesandIcleanedupandoutherinside

beforegoingtothegaragetotakeashovelandI

dugupaholebeforeIdumbertheremainsinside.I

closeditandIprayed.



Me:"fatherforgivemeforwhatIdidbutican'tgo

tojail.Ibanathican'tbeleftalone.Iamsorry."

IsatonthesandandIcriedthewholenight.I

shouldbearrestedlikeNkosi.MaybeIshouldhand

myselfintomorrowbutIamscared.Ihopethisisa

dream

.

.

.
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Iwassittingattheloungethenextday.Imadesure

Iwaswarmsinceitwasabitchillies.Ilocked

myselfinthehouse.Ihaveswitchedoffmyphone

andjuststaredattheblankettv.Iwouldlookatthe

coffeetableandtheeventsofyesterdaywouldplay

andIwanttocrybutnothingcomesout.Iwantto

tellsomeone,thisisburningmeinside.Iprayed

aboutitbutGodisnothereinaphysicalformto

helpmeanyhow.Irubbedmystomachandsipped

onmytea.IdecidedtogoandvisitNkosi.Ineedto

tellhimandIknowhewouldn'tturnonmeorhe

would?It'shiswifetoosoanythingcanhappen.I

deservejailaswell.Istoodupandoutmyteadown

andIwenttothebedroomandIworemyshoesand

requestedwhiletakingmyphoneandsomemoney.

Isatattheloungeandfinishedmyteatillthe

transportcameandIwentoutlocking.ImadesureI

lockeverywhere.IgotinandthedrivergreetedbutI

wasinmyownworldtosayanything.Hekeptquiet

andstarteddrivingoff.Iwouldlookatthecarpass

buildingslikeitwasnothing.Irubbedmystomach

justsoIcancalmdownanditworked.WhatwouldI

bewithoutthisone?Itouchedmynecklace.It's



Nkosi'sringandIwillnevertakeitofftillhewantsit

back.IputitinanecklaceformsoIwon'tlooseit.

Wegottotheprisonandthedriverdroppedmeoff

andIpaidbeforemakingmywayinside.Isawthe

usualwardenforNkosiandIwenttohim.

Me:"Hi"

Henodded.

Me:"IcametoseeMsheks"

Him:"BusyVandag(heisbusytoday)"

Me:"ngiyakucela(please)"

Icriedandstartedtohyperventilateandheputhis

handonmyshoulder.



Him:"Imangizwengaye(waitiwillhearfromhim.

)"

InoddedandhewalkedoffabitandIstayedthere.

ThisiseatingmeandIcanfeelit.Istartcrying.

Me:"Godpleaseforgiveme"

Iwasshaking.Isatdownandjustcriedthere.Some

wardenswouldlookatmeandpassby.Hecame

backandhelpedmeup.

Warden:"Come.Heiswaitingforyou"

Inoddedandwipedmytears.

Me:"Ngiyabonga(thankyou)"



Ifollowedhimandhewasdiscrete.Wegotinthe

usualroomandheopenedthedoorandNkosiwas

lookingatthedoorwithhandsinhisoverrall

pockets.IrantohimandhuggedhimandIcried

andhehuggedmeback.Thedoorclosedandthere

wasmysobsthatfilledtheroom.

Nkosi:"youareshivering.What'swrong?"

Me:"Ngenzeiphuthaelibi(Ididabigbadmistake

)"

Isaidasmyvoicewasshaking.Icouldn't

pronounceanythingproperly.

Nkosi:"Yehlisaumoyaukhulume(calmdownand

talk)"



Thepainonmyarms.Ididn'tcareaboutit.

Me:"Ngi....Ngi....?ngimbulele(I.....I....Ikilledher)"

Nkosi:"Youkilledwho?"

Icouldn'ttalkanymorebecausethelumpswere

preventingmefromsayingadecentsentence.

Nkosi:"Sshhhcalmdown."

Me:"Iloveyou"

Nkosi:"IloveyoutoobutIamworried.What

happenedNdalo?"

HeletgoofmeandlookedintomyeyesandI

closedmine.Idon'twanthimtoseerightthrough



me.

Nkosi:"Lookatme"

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.

Nkosi:"whateveritisIloveyouandIwillhelpyou

throughit.Iamgladyoucameheretome"

Hewipedmytears.Ishouldtellhim.Helovesme

right?Hewouldn'twanttogetmeunderthebus.

Heismyhusband,fatherofourunbornchild.He

wouldn'twanthissongrowingupwithouthis

parents.

Me:"IkilledLondie"

Helookedatme.Hewassilentandthatscaredme



andIstartedcrying.Igotoffhisembraceand

steppedback

Me:"Ideservetobeinhere.Iwasn'tsupposedto

burnherandburyher.Iwassupposedtocallan

ambulancewhenshehitherheadonthecoffee

table.Iamsorry.Iamsorry."

Hesteppedclosertomeandembracedme.

Nkosi:"Iamnotmad"

Ilookedathim.

Nkosi:"ngifisaukubeubulaweiminakodwakuryt(I

wishIwastheonewhokilledherbutit'sok.)"

Me:"uzodinwa(shewillbewanted)"



Nkosi:"wheredidyouhurther?"

Me:"Thebackyard."

HesmiledasIwasconfusedandscared.

Nkosi:"relaxIwilltakecareofit"

Me:"don'ttellanyone.Iwantonlymeandyouto

know"

HekissedmylipsandIresponded.Iwasrelieved

hewasn'tgoingtohandmein.Itrusthim.Webroke

it.

Nkosi:"Butthatdoesn'tgarenteedIwillbeout"



Me:"Iknow.(Sigh)angikwaziukulala(Ican'tsleep

)"

Nkosi:"Itwillbeok."

Inoddedandwehuggedeachother.

Nkosi:"Ihavenodoubtyoucantake.Careof

yourself.

Me:"Angifuniukubulalamuntu(Idon'twanttokill

anyone)"

Nkosi:"don'tbutremember.It'seitheryouorthem

whogetskilled."

Iswallowedthosewords.



Me:"ubuBusyngani?"(Whatwereyoubusywith?

)"

Nkosi:"Izintoezingatheni(notimportantthings.)"

Inodded.

Nkosi:"wewillsortthisout.Ipromise."

Inoddedandperkedhislips.

Me:"ihavetoleave.Iwillseeyou"

Nkosi:"Mytrialisin3days"

Me:"whyungitshelamanje?(Whyareyoutelling

menow?)"



Nkosi:"angifuniukukukhathaza(Idon'twanna

worryyou)"

TobehonestIamscaredoftheoutcome.

Me:"ok"

Itwasn'tok.Wehuggedandkissedonemoretime

andhekissedmystomachbeforeIleft.Ihad

requested.IfeltbetteraftertellingNkosithatIkilled

Londie.Iwantthistostaybetweenthebothofustill

wedie.IgotintheUberandaskedhimtopassby

McDonald'sbecauseIamhungry.Iameven

starvingmychild.IwentonFacebookandscrolled

onpicturesandsawkuhle'spicture.Ireallymiss

himbutIdon'tmissthatlife.IgotmybigMacand

thedrivehomewasmorepeaceful.

.



.

.
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Thedayofthetrialhascome.Iamwearingawhite

dresswithablackjacketandsandals.NkosiIknow

hedoesn'twantmetocomebutIwanttobethere.I

wanttoshowhimthatineverythinghedoesIwill

alwayssupporthim.Hedoesn'thavetopushme

awaybecausethroughthickandthinthoughwe

haveneversaidanyvowstoeachotherbutIfeel

that'swhatyoudo.IlookedatmyselfafterIhave

combedmyafrointoabunandoutonVaseline.I

lookedquietdecent.ItookmybagandIwenttothe

kitchenandImadesomethingtoeat.Istoodthere

andjustclosedmyeyesandpraythatGodforgives



Nkosiforeverythingandjustlethimcomeback

home.IneedhimhomeLord.IsaidmyAmensand

thenIatemyfoodbeforeIwashedmydishes.My

phonerangandIansweredit.

Siyanda:"Grandsisi?(Youok?)"

Me:"yes"

Siyanda:"Iamatthefront"

Me:"Ok"

IhungupandbreathedinandoutbeforeImademy

wayoutlocking.ItstilldisturbsmethatLondieis

buriedwheresheis.Whatifpolicecomeandsearch

andfindherbodythenIamarrested.Igotto

Siyandaandhehuggedme



Siyanda:"Uyakhula(heisgrowing)"

Me:"Toofast"

Hechuckledandlookedatmeandouthishandon

myshoulder.

Siyanda:"Kuzobagrand,cabangelaincosi(it's

goingtobeok.Thinkaboutthebaby)"

Me:"ngizokwenzanjalo(Iwilldoso)"

Henoddedandwegotinthecarandhedroveoff.

Heplayedsomemusicjusttolightenupthemood

foreverything.Hedrovetothecourtandwegot

thereandNkosi'swholecrewwasthereevenMaK.

Wehugged.



MaK:"injauMsheks(heisadog)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Yebo"

MaK:"comelet'sgoon"wewentinsideandthe

courtwasfillingup.TheguywhowaswithLondie

wasthereandhelookedatmeandIkeptmyface

straighttonotgiveoffanything.Wewenttosit

downandwaitedforthelawyer'stowalkinfirst.

MaKgavemewaterasIwasfeelingdizzyand

wantedtovomitandthathelped.Nkosiwas

broughtinandhelookedgood.Imisshimsomuch.

IknowIsawhim3daysgobutImisscookingfor

him.Imisshimholdingmewhenwesleep,Imiss

himsayingMajolaisupafterIamtired.Imisshim

touchingmystomachandourbabykicksinjoy,I

misshimholdingmyhandwhilewelookatour

child.ImisshimhuggingmewhenIamscaredand

assuringmehewillneverleaveme.Imisshim



castingmyfearsaway,Imisshimoutoftheblue

saying"Ndalo"andIwouldlookorhearhimand

afterhewouldsay"ngiyakuthandaNdalo(Ilove

youNdalo)"

Imissallofthat.Imissthatsoverymuch.Iwipe

mytearsandthenMaKholdsmyhand.

MaK:"itwillbeok"

Inodded.

"Allrise"

Weallstooduponourfeetwhenthejudgecamein

andwenttoherpanelbeforeweweregiven

permissiontositdown.Iplayedwithmyfingers.



MaK:"calmdown"

Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Istoodupandwalkedout.Iaskedforthebathroom

andwhenIgotthereIjustvomitedinthetoilet.I

havebeenwantingtodothat.Ivomitedsomemore

andtearsleftmyeyes.

Me:"Godintervene"

Willhehearmeafterkillingsomeone?No.Iflushed

thetoiletandIstoodupandwenttowashmy

handsandrinsemymouthbeforeIlookedatmyself.

ItouchedmynecklacethathasNkosi'sringandI

touchedmyringandplayedwithit.Ipacedupand

downinthetoiletjusttopasssometimemaybe.I

don'twanttohearwhathedidbuthedoesdeserve

asecondchance.



Me:"getoveryourfearsNdalo.GosupportNkosi

,heneedsyoujustlikeyouneedhim"

Iwalkedoutofthebathroomandwenttothecourt

room.Igotinandwenttositdownandthejudge

waslookingatsomething's.

Me:"Kwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon?)"

MaK:"(sigh)it'salot"

Thatmademystomachcringe.Ifeltsickallover

againandslightcrampsaswell.

Me:"canIhavewater?"

ShegavemewaterandIdrank.



Prosecutor:"Allevidenceisthereyourhonour"

Judge:"Icanseeit"

Ijustlostallhopeofeverything.Shetookthegavel.

Judge:"IsentenceMrThembinkosiMajolato10.

YearsofimprisonmentforAtmbombingsand

Valuabletheft.Thecourtisdismissed"

Ifeltalumponmythroat.

Me:"ngekekukwaziangithi?(Theycan'tdothat

isn'tit?)"

MaK:"IamsorryNdalo"

Ishookmyhead.WeallstoodupandIwatchedhim



beingtakenaway.Icouldn'tbarelookingathim

beingtakenawaytogoandbelockedup.No

somethinghastobedone.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo!"

NkositurnedtofaceusandIlookeddownand

bloodwasrollingdownmylegs.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

TheytookNkosiawayandNhlanhlapickedmeup

andranoutwithmeinhisarms.

Me:"Nhlanhlaiphuphoangithileli?(Thisisa

dreamisn'tit)"

Nhlanhla:"thinkofthebaby"



Hegottothecarandputmeonthebackandgotin

thefrontanddroveoffinspeed.Itouchedmy

stomach,soIamloosingeverythinginoneday?

Godisreallypunishingmeforrealthistimeandhe

ismakingsureIlearnalesson.

Nhlanhla:"wearealmostthere"

Me:"ok"

Wegottothehospitalandhegotoutofthecarand

raninsidewithme.Theyputmeonastretcher

beforetheywheeledmeaway.Thelightsbecame

verydistant.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

That'swhatIlastsaidbeforeIclosedmyeyesto



sleepwhentheyenteredthetheater.

.

.

Iwokeupandthelightwasblindingme.Ilooked

besidemeandamachinewasnexttome.Ilolat

theothersideandtherewasalittlethingIcouldn't

seeproperly.Thenursewalkedinandshesmiled.

Nurse:"Godiswithyou"

Heisnotwithme.Heforsakesmelongago.I

touchedmystomachandIfeltthestitch"

Nurse:",Yourbabyisstrongbutheneedstobe

monitored.Eitherthanthatheisok"



Inodded.IwishNkosiwashere.

Nurse:"whatisgoingtobehisnameMrsMajola

right?"

Me:"yes"

Nurse:"umancaneboh.Unangaki?(Youareyoung.

Howoldareyou?)"

Me:"19"

Nurse:"mmmh"

Sheseemedjudgemental.



Nurse:"Thename"

Me:"NkosibanathiMajola"

Shewroteitdown.

Nurse:"okthen.iwillcomebacklaterprobablywith

yourchild"

Shewalkedout.Iclosedmyeyesandcried.Thisis

goingtobebeyondme.Itisalready.

.

.

.
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IarrivedinMabonengandIsearchedaroundfor

FezekaandIfoundhersittingandsippingona

glassofwine.Itwasabitlateintheafternoon.I

walkedtowardsherandshestoodupbeforewe

sharedahug.

Fezeka:"wowyoulookamazing"

Me:"thankyou"

Wesatdown.

Fezeka:"DurbanistreatingyouwellIsee"



Me:"ushoengathialikakazelingiphathekahle

itheku(youaremakingitsoundDurbanhasnever

treatedmewell.)"

Fezeka:"angishongonjalo.Chaumuhle(Ididn't

saythat.Noyouarebeautiful)"

Me:"thankyou"

Thewaitercametotakeourorders.Iordered

lemonadeandFezekaorderedmorewine,he

walkedawayaftertakingourorders.

FezekaMali,30yearoldwomanwhostudiedLawin

Durban.That'showIknowher,shewaspushedby

herhusbandtogetacareerandshedidstudyfor

one.Shehasabusfullofkids.6kidsisalottome.

AgogetterandgoaldrivenwomanbutIguess

beingmarriedretrenchedherfromthat.



Fezeka:"Igotit"

ShefiddledInherbagandsheputsthefileonthe

tableandpushesittowardsmeandItakeitbefore

scrollingmyeyesonitandIopenupandread.

Fezeka:"therearelittleyearsleft"

Me:"Iknow"

Fezeka:"whydoyouwanttodothiscase?Youare

dealingwiththugshereNdalo"

Me:"don'tworryIcanhandlemyself.It'sformeto

berecognized"

Fezeka:"mmmh"



Icarriedonreading.

Me:"lelicalaaliqondakali(thiscasedoesn'tmake

sense)"

Fezeka:"ngani?(With?)"

Me:"ithastoomuchlooseendsanyonecouldsee.

"

Fezeka:"youthinking?"

Me:"Iwanttomeetupwiththisclient."

Sheclosesthefile.

Fezeka:"Ndaloyouhaveachild.Youcanstillgo

backhome.



Me:"No,IamdoingthisFezekaandthereisno

stoppingme."

Shesighed.SheknowsIamnotgoingtolistento

her.

Fezeka:"okke.Besafe"

Me:"whencanIseemyclient.?"

Fezeka;"firstthingtomorrow.Myhusbandhas

organisedit.,"

Me:"thankyou.Ioweyou"

Herhusbandisthegovernoroftheprison.



Fezeka:"Iknow."

Iputthefileinmybag.Iwillcheckitlater.Thefood

cameandwedugin.

Fezeka:"youarealwayswearingaringyetIhave

neverheardyoutalkaboutyourfiance."

Me:"mmmh"

Idon'twantpeopleknowingalotaboutmylife.

Me:"don'tyoumisstheocean?"

Fezeka:"Ido.ButsincewemovedIloveithereas

well"

Inodded.



Fezeka:"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh"

Fezeka:"angifuniukuqambaamanga.

Ngikhathazekile(Idon'twanttolie.Iamworried.)"

Me:"don'tbe"

Shenoddedandwecarriedonhavingourdinner.

Afterthatwepaidourbillandhuggedpromisingto

seeeachothersoonbecauseIwasn'tleaving

anytimesoon.IgotacabandIwenttothehotelI

bookedandtheyjustgavemetheroomkeysandI

wentuptheelevator.IcalledmaKonmywaytothe

roomandsheanswered.

MaK:"besengithiufile(Ithoughtyouweredead)"



Me:"itwouldn'tbeeasytogetridofme"

MaK:"wellIbanathiisasleep.Theywentoutwith

Siyandagirlsearchinghesaid"

Me:"kodwaNkosi,uSiyandaefundisainganeYami

imikhuba(ohmyGod.Siyandaisteachingmyson

naughtystuff)"

Shelaughed.

MaK:"heisgrowingfastaswell"

Me:"kakhulu(alot)"

Wetalkedabitaboutalotofthingsbeforeweended

thecall.ItookoffmyshoesandIwalkedtothe



bathroomandpouredbathwaterinthebathtuband

thenstrippedandwenttobrushmyteeth.Ineedan

earlynightfortomorrowbecauseitwillbealong

dayaheadforme.IgotinthebathtubandIsoaked

myselfandrelaxedabitwhileenjoyingthewater.

Afteranhour.Igotoutandwrappedmyselfina

towelbeforewalkingoutandIlotionedbefore

gettingdressedinpyjamasandIgotinbedandgot

busywiththefilethatIgotfromFezeka.Thiswhole

thingwasgettingintomyheadandthereare

questionsthatneedtobeansweredaboutthiscase.

ItwasalreadyclosedbutIwasdeterminedtolook

intoit.

.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningbyacallanditwasfrom

Fezeka.IgrabbedmyphoneandIanswered.



Me:"hello"

Fezeka:"don'tbelate.9amsharpNdalo"

Me:"Iwon'tbe.Pleaserelax"

Fezeka:"Iwon'tliebutIthoughtyoujustwantto

comparethings.Ididn'tthinkyouwouldtakeupon

thecase,iyekeleveleisithule(leaveitalone.It's

quietnow)"

Me:"Iwillarriveat9"

Fezeka:"Ndaloyouwilldie"

Me:"IwouldratherdieforthisoneFezekaand

thereisnothingyoucansaythatwillchangemy



mind"

Fezeka:"ohNkosi"

Me:"nowexcusemeIneedtobath"

Ihungupbeforeshecouldtalk.Iwenttothe

bathroomandopenedthebathtubandwalkedout.I

tookoutanoutfitIwillwearandIcleanedupthe

roombeforegoingtobathafteroneIgotoutand

gotdressedinawhiteblouseandablackskirtthat

wasabithighabovethekneewithablackblazer

andblackstilletoheelandItiedmyhairintoaneat

tightblackbun.VaselinedidmylipsfornowandI

tookmybagandIhavealreadyrequested.I

sprayedperfumeandbreathedoutbeforewalking

out.Iwentdownthebuildingand.Outthehotelto

thecab.Igotinandgreetedthedriverbeforehe

droveoff.Ineedasolidcasefromthisoritwillall

bealostcourse.WefinallygottotheprisonandI

gotoutandpaidthedriverbeforeIwalkedinand



mettwowardensandaman.

Him:"YoumustbeadvocateMajola"

Inoddedandwehandshook

Him:"Mmmmh"

Me:"amIontime?"

Him:"perfecttiming.Theprisoneriswaitingforyou.

"

TheyturnedandIfollowedwhileaskingafew

questions.WegottotheroomandIputmybagon

thetable.Ilookedaroundandlookedatthewallas

well.IreallymissNkosi.Ihaven'tseenhiminyears

andit'snotmyfault.It'slikeheispushingmeaway.



IalwaystoldIbanathiabouthisfather.Thatheis

outtheregoingtogetthebestforhim.Idon'twant

himtolookathisfatherandseeabadpersonunder

allthattroubleNkosiisaverygoodman.Ipacedup

anddownandIstoppedbeforethedoorwas

opened.

"Behave.Iamwatchingyou"

ThedoorclosedandIturnedaround.Wordsjust

stuckonmythroatandIcouldn'tsayanything.

Therewasjustsilence.

Me:"Youmaytakeaseat"

Atfirsthedidn'tmovebutjuststareatmebutsoon

bemadehiswaytothechairslowlyandsatdown.

Wejustlookedateachother.



"Ndalo"

Ididn'twantanytearsbetrayingme.Ipushedthem

wayback.

Me:"Nkosi"

Myvoicewasbetrayingme.

Nkosi:"howareyou?"

Me:"Whyreally?"

Hesighedandlookeddown."

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"



Me:"6yearsofmissedbirthdays,hugs,Kisses,I

loveyou's.Sleeplessnights"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"ngekengisakwaziukubekezelaMina

Thembinkosi(Ican'twaitanymoreThembinkosi)"

Nkosi:"youmean.?"

HewipedthetearinhiseyesandIwaspushing

mineback.Iwenttohimandsatonhislapandhe

huggedme.Webothbreathedouttheemotionsthat

we'regettingthebetterofus."

Me:"whydidn'tyouwantanyonetotellmethatyou

weremovedhere?Ihadtofindoutayearagothat

youweremovedhereyearsago"



Nkosi:"Ididn'twannatraumatizeyou"

Me:"youdid"

Nkosi:"Iamsorry."

Ibrokethehugandperkedhislipsandhekissed

me.Ikissedhimbackclosingmyeyesaswell.We

brokeitaftersometime.

Me:"Ican'twaitanymore"

Hesighedandlookeddown.Iheldhisfaceupto

lookatme.

Me:"that'swhyiamhere.Tofightforyoutobeout.

"



Nkosi:"itsjust4moreyearsNdalo"

Me:"iwaitedtolongforyouNkosi"

Iheldhisneckandkissedhimandhekissedme

backgroaning.Helooksfitterthanbefore.Heholds

mybuttandpullsmeclosertohim.

Me:"Imissedyou"

Nkosi:"metoo,Ihopeyouwerewithnoone"

Me:"untouchedjustlikehowyouleftit"

Hetouchedmytreasureandthenslippedhishand

undermyskirtandmovedmyunderweartotheside

insertingafingerinsideandmybreathinghinched.

Afewthrustsbeforehepulledoutandlickedhis



finger.

Nkosi:"Isee"

Me:"wena?"

Nkosi:"bengivalelelkile(Iwasclosedin)"

Me:"prisonhasneverstoppedmenfromhavingsex

Nkosi.ConfessnowbecauseifIfindoutonmyown

ngekeNgizithweleumthwalongenglamvuezohlala

emzimbeniwakho(Iwon'tberesponsibleforthe

bulletthatwilllandonyourbody)"

Nkosi:"youarethreatening?"

Me:"No.NgiyakuthembasthandwaSam(I

promisemylove)howmany?"



Helooksdown.

Nkosi:"2"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwon'tsleepwithyoutillIknowyouareclean

"

Nkosi:"KodwaNdalo(butNdalo)"

Me:"wehaveneverwornacondomsowhystart

now?Iwillwait.Iamjusthappytoseeyou"

Nkosi:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Igotoffhimandtookoffmyunderwearandthrowit

tohim.Hecaughtitandsmelleditbeforeshovingit

inhisoverrallpocket.Itookmybag.

Nkosi:"wanna(whyareyouleaving?)"

Me:"Ineedtomasturbate.Droughtishittingme

hard"

Hestandsupandcomestomeandpicksmeup

andplacesmeonthetable.

Nkosi:"ithimanqasnqam(kissme)"

Ididandhekissedmyneckbeforegoingdownto

mylegsandkissingthemwhileliftingmyskirtto



mythighsandhekissedmynookie.Iclosedmy

eyesbeforehistonguewasonmyfoldsandinmy

hole.

Me:"Nkosi"

HetonguefuckedmeandlickedandthrustedandI

neededthat.Thesexualrelease.Ihavebeen

sexuallyfrustratedforyearsaswell.Openedmy

legswiderwhenIwasaboutfeelingeverything.I

moanedsoftlybitingmytongue.Hestops.

Nkosi:"Ndalongiyakukhumbula(NdaloImissyou)

"

Igotoffthetable.

Me:"Ineedtoleave.Iwillseeyouintwodaysto

discussthecase.



Heholdsmywaistandpushedmetothetable.

Nkosi:"goba(bend)"

Idid.

Me:"NkosiIneedtoleave"

Nkosi:"uyazimawufikilekwenzakalani(youknow

whenyoucomewhathappens)"

IfeelhistiprubagainstmyholeandIbitmylip

beforeheentersme.

Nkosi:"Ihaveneversleptwithoutacondomexpect

toyouNdalo"



HethrustsinmeandItriedtoholdmymoans.The

pleasurewastoomuch.Againsexualdrought.His

griparoundmywaistisstrongandhekissesmy

neck.

Me:"ahNkosi!"

Isaysoftly.

Nkosi:"Iloveyouandourson.IwantyouNdalo

Me:"Iwillgetyouout"

Hethrusteddeeperandfaster.

Me:"ah"

Nkosi:"youwanttotakemeout?"



Me:"yes"

HespankedmyassandIbitmybottomlipand

breathedheavily.

Nkosi:"whydoyouwantmeout,whycan'twewait

fouryears"?"

Me:"fouryearsuslong.Ineedyou.Ibaneedsyou

Nkosi"

Nkosi:"Imissmywifetoo"

Me:"thenletmegetyouout"

Idon'tknowhowwecanholdaconversationlike

this."



Nkosi:"IwillleaveittoyoubutIdon'thavehigh

hopes"

Me:"mmmhOhmyGodthat'ssogood"

Herubbedmybuttcheeksandhewouldspread

themabitmore.

Nkosi:"FuckImissedyouNdalo"

Hisdeepvoicealwayssendsshiversdownmy

spine.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

GodImissedthosewords.Heknows.



Me:"IgotyouNkosi.Iwillneverleaveyou"

Nkosi:"Iknow"

Iamglad.

.

.

.
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ItookoutsomeVaselinefrommybagandIapplied

ittomylipsandIshoveitinmybagandturntohim



andheislookingatme.Iclutchonmybagand

steadilywalktohimbeforeplantingakissonhis

lips.

Me:"Iwillseeyoutomorrow"

Heholdsmywaistandlooksatme.

Nkosi:"Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)

Me:"ngiyakuthandaNam(Iloveyoutoo)"

Weshareanotherkissbeforeheletsgoofme.

Me:"behave"

Hechuckles.



Nkosi:"ungaworry(don'tworry)"

Ifrownedbeforeopeningthedoor.Thewardenwas

justdownthepassage.Ihopehedidn'thearwhat

washappeninginthere.Ibreathedoutbefore

makingmywayoutofthebuilding.Thecabwas

alreadywaitingforme.Igotinandshutthedoor

beforeinstructingthatIneedtobeatthehotel.I

can'tgoanywhereasyetsmellinglikeNkosi.Iwon't

goagainstmywordinsayingIwouldfightforhim

tobeout.Andhewillbeout.IgottothehotelandI

paidbeforemakingmywayoutandIwalkedtothe

elevatorandgotinbeforeitclosed.Myphonerang

anditwasNhlanhla.Iansweredit.

Nhlanhla:"umtholile?(Youfoundhim?)"

Me:"ngimtholile,sikhulumile(Ifoundhim.We

talked)"



Nhlanhla:"heisrefusing"

Me:"akanachoice.(Hehasnochoice)"

TheelevatoropenedandIwalkedoutandstoodat

thepassage.

Nhlanhla:"Letmeleaveyoutoitthen"

Me:"sho"

Ihungupandputthephoneinmybag.

"Ididn'tthinkIwouldmeetyouagain"

Iturnedanditwastheguyfromtheairport.I



frownedandhechuckled.

Him:"ThatoSehole"

Me:"Iprefernotremembering"

Iwalkedoffandhefollowedme.

Thato:"Ijustwanttoknowyou"

Me:"Iamnotworthknowing"

Igottomyroomandheheldmyshoulder.

Thato:"evenifit'sjustcoffeeinthelobbythenIwill

leaveyou"



Iturnedandlookedathim.

Me:"youdon'tunderstandnodoyou?"

Thato:"No.Idon't"

Me:"anhourthen"

Hesmiled.

Thato:"seeyousoonNdalo"

Hewalkedoff.Ilookedathimandclickedmy

tonguebeforegettinginsideandIclosedthedoor.I

threwmybagonthebedandIheadedtothe

bathroom.IopenedthebathtubandIstrippedoff

myclothes.Mybodywastingling.Ireallymissed

Nkosiandhecanbeabeastwhenhewantsto.He



justturnsmeon.Thinkingabouthimgetstome

alot.Ishouldn'tbeyearningforhimtobenexttome

likesomecrush.Heshouldbeherewithmelikea

husband.Ibathmybodyandigetoutofthe

bathtubandmakemywaytothebedroom.Itake

myphoneandsitonthebedandIcallMaK.She

answersonthefirstring.

MaK:"Hehasbeensulking."

Me:"ngicelaukukhulumanaye(pleasecanItalkto

him)"

ThereisabitofshufflingandthenIhearthissmall

deepvoice.It'snotdeepreallybutyoucansense

thathewillhaveadeepvoice.

Ibanathi:"Mah(mom)"



Me:"Howareyou?"

Ibanathi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Iba"

Ibanathi:"Imissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoo,ngiyakuthandayezwa.

Ngizobuyanobabawakho(Iloveyouok?Iam

comingbackwithyourfather)"

Ibanathi:"Ngempela(forreal?)"

Me:"yeah.Uyaziuyakuthanda(youknowheloves

you)"

Ibanathi:"Namingiyamthanda,ngekengilala



lezinyomfozengane(Ilovehimtoo.Iwon'tlistento

thesestupidkids)"

Me:"'Nkosibanathi"

Ireprimandhim.

Ibanathi:"HayiNdalobayeyisa(noNdalotheyare

fulloffthemselves)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"uyinganekayihloqobo(youareyourfather's

son)"

Ibanathi:"Kumele.,Byemah.Ngisashaywaumoya

nosiyanda(Ihavetobe.Byemah,Iamgoingout

withSiyanda)"



Me:"besafe"

Ibanathi:"always"

Hehangsup.Hawu,IputmyphonedownandI

lotionandgetdressed.AfterIamdonethereisa

knockonthedoorandIgoandopenthedoorand

frown.Thismanisirritatingshame.

Thato:"You....."

Iputmyhanduptostophimfromtalking.Iwalked

outandclosedthedoor.

Me:"Ididn'tbringmywalletsoyouwillpay"

Thato:"sure"



Wewalkedtotheelevatorandwegoinanditwent

down.Wewenttothelobbyandwesatdownand

weorderedcoffeeandIfoldedmyarmsandlooked

athim.

Thato:"sotellmewhoNdaloisandwhereyouare

from?"

Me:"whoinvitedwhohere?"

Thato:"fiesty.Likable.WellIamThatoSeholeandI

am31yearoldbachelor,aprosecutorherein

Johannesburg,livedandbornhereaswell.Idon't

haveachild."

Me:"whatareyoudoinginahotel?"

Thato:"Icametodropmybrotherwhoisvisiting



thissideforworkpurposes"

Me:"mmmh"

Ourcoffeecame.Wethankedthewaiter..

Thato:"againwhoisNdalo?"

Me:"whyareyoukeeninknowingme?"

Thato:"Iammakingaconversation.Maybethis

couldescalatetosomethingmore"

Me:"woah"

Hechuckled.



Thato:"itcanhappen"

Me:"itwon'tMrProsecutor.IamNdaloMajola.,25

yearoldmarriedwomanandisalawyerinDurban"

Thato:"whatweyouhereforandwow"

Me:"Legalaction"

Thato:"client"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Thato:"Youseemhardcore."

Me:"Iam."



Thato:"Iguessworkingwithcriminalsmakesyou

hardcore"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Mmh"

Itookasip.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Thato:"stayabit"

Me:"it'sinappropriate"

Thato:"5minutes"



Irolledmyeyesandwesattheredrinkingcoffee.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:25] :Insert68

Itappedonthetablesittingpatientlywaitingforthe

5minutestoend.Ithinkitendedalongtimeago.I

lookathimandheissmilingatme.

Thato:"thereisnoneedtobegrumpy"



Me:"workawaitsme"

Thato:"Iknowbutsparinglittletimewouldn'thurt"

Me:"Ihavealottodo.Iamnotplanningonstaying

here.Ineedtobebackhomesoon"

Thato:"Ihearyou"

IGetupandIamsuremycoffeehasstartedgetting

cold.

Me:"thankyouforthecoffee.'

Thato:"weshoulddoitagain"

Me:"rathernot.NotInabadwaythough"



Iwalkedaway.Ipressedfortheelevatorandit

openedatIgotinanditwentup.Isighedbeforeit

openedandIwalkedmywaytomysuiteandIgot

inandclosedthedoor.ThefirstthingIwentforwas

myphonetomakeacall.IsatonthebedandIlied

downbeforeitwasansweredandItalkedfrsome

time.ImademyappointmentandandafterthatI

wasdone.IwenttotaketheFileandmylaptopand

Igotstartedonmakingasolidcase.Iwasrightthat

therearesomelooseendshereandtheresoIneed

abettercomebackforhimtogetoutmakingsure

mycaseisn'tweakbutstrong.IfnotforMethenI

shoulddoitforIbanathi.Toknowwhohisfather

reallyis.Iordersomeroomservice.Iwasreally

hungry.SomethingisfishyaboutthatThatoguy.

Mygutsaysthatheisoffveryoff.Ididn'ttellhim

whattypeoflawyerIambutheassumedcriminal.

SoIjustdon'tgethim.MaybeIshouldkeepaclose

eyeonhim.YesIshould.Imadenoteswhile

lookingintothecase.Yesthereisevidencethatatm

bombingsandValuabletheftwasdonebutit



doesn'tnecessarilypointtowhodidit.

Me:"Thisisquestionable"

IpagearoundandIwasconfused.Somethings

hereareconfusingaswell.Somethingishidden

here.ItakemyphoneandIcallFezeka..

Fezeka:"Advocate"

Me:"it'snotimeforgamesFezeka.Haveyou

checkedthecase?"

Fezeka:"Ndaloleaveitnowplease"

Me:"Iwon't.Stoptryingtoconvinceme."

Fezeka:"noIhaven'twentdeepintoit.AllIknowis



theClientwastakenfromDurban.Hewascharged

forvaluabletheftandatmbombings.Whichisvery

strangehowsomeonewhoislikehimhasbeenin

theCriminalworldcouldendupinjaileasierlike

that.Ithinkhislawyerhasaninputaswell.These

peoplemaytellyoustuffbuttheycovertheirtracks

prettywell"

Me:"Iknow.Hislawyerleftrightafterhewas

chargedandnevertobeseen"

Fezeka:"whichgetsmethinking"

Me:"canyoucomedownhere?"

Fezeka:"Iwillbethere."

Me:"Thankyou"



ShehungupandIcarriedonlookinguntilaknock

onthedoordisturbedme.IlefteverythingandI

wenttothedoorandopeneditanditwasroom

service.ThankGodbecauseIwasstarving.I

thankedtheguyandgavehimatipbeforeIclosed

thedoor.Ididn'treachthebedandIstartedeating.

Letmetakealittlebreak.Maybethereissomething

thatImissedwhoknows.ImissIbanathi.Rightnow

hewouldbeclingingonmewhileIworkorhewould

askmetocookforhimandaskforaseconddish

aswell.Heneverrunsoutofanappetitethatone.I

finishedeatingandIwenttowashmyhandsbefore

Igotbacktolookingintothecase.After30minutes

orsoTherewasaknockonthedoor.Istoodupand

wenttoopenandIt'sfezeka.shehugsmeand

touchesmeeverywhere.

Fezeka:"ithoughtyouwouldbedeadnow"

Me:"whyisthat?"



Fezeka:"idon'tknow.Thesethugsjustgiveme

creeps"

Shewalkedinsideandoutherbagonthebedand

tookoneofthepapersscatteredonthebed.

Fezeka:"youarereallynotlettingthisgo"

Me:"NoFezekaIwon't"

Fezeka:"ok"

Wesatdowninsilentandgotconsumedwith

what'sinfrontofus.

Fezeka:"thisdoesn'tmakeanysense"

Me:"what?"



Fezeka:"itsayshebombedanAtminuMhlangaon

the20theofAugust,yethewasarrestedonthe

followingday.Howcanthepolicefindthisquickly"

Me:"reallyitdoesn'tMakeanysensebecausehe

waswithmethatday"

Fezeka:"amImissingsomething?"

Me:"what?"

Fezeka:"whyareyousokeenonhelpingthisman

after6years.?"

Me:"Ijustwantto"

Fezeka:"IamnotbuyingitNdalo."



Me:"Whatareyoubuying?"

Fezeka:"youbothhavethesamesurname,ishe

yourfatherinlawperhaps?"

Ibitmybottomlipandsighed.

Me:"it'smyhusband"

Fezeka:"Angizwanga(pardonme?)"

Me:"ThembinkosiMajola.Iammarriedtohimfor6

years.Wehaveasontogetherthat'swhyIamkeen

onthecase."

Fezeka:"Wow.Howdidyouendupwithathug.

Ndalolookwhereyouarenow,youcouldhave



gottenadecentguy"

Me:"Don'tImeandon'tyoueverhadmouthmy

husband.EverFezeka.Youdon'tknowwhatIhave

beenthroughwiththatman"

Fezeka:"dodgingbulletsandkillingsandtraumatic

moments.!Ndaloisthatwhatyoucallbeen

through?"

Me:"hesavedmefromabuseok!Iwasrappedand

hesavedmefromthatmonster!Ihadnoone

Fezeka,Iwasallaloneandbroughttothecity.I

wantedtostudybutIwasbeatenforthat.Hekilled

hisownbrotherforme!Ikilledhiswifeforhim.Do

youunderstandthat?"

Shewassilentandtearsjustleftmyeyes.



Me:"oursondoesn'tknowhisfather.Heismissing

mostofhislife."

Fezeka:"youkilledhiswife?"

Me:"Itwasamistake.Ididn'tmeantobutIdid.She

hitthecornerofthecoffeetablewithherheadand

bled.Iburriedher"

Fezeka:"ohmyGodNdalo."

Me:"that'smylifeFezeka"

Fezeka:"Ndaloheiswayolderthanyou."

Me:"Iknow.Ilovehim.Everymanwhosawmesaw

possessioninmetoabusemebecauseIwasthis

tupidgirlfromthevillage.Heisgentlewithme.Has



neverlaidhishandonme.Alwayswantstoseeme

happy.Healwayswantstoshieldmefromharm.

Hewentagainsthisbrothertosavemeastranger

inhislife.HeputmethroughschoolandIama

lawyertodaybecauseofhim.Youwillnever

understandFezeka.Youjustseethisinnocentgirl

whodeservesachurchguy.Idon'twantthem.I

wanthim,MyGuluva.Heisaverygoodguywith

baddecisions"

Fezeka:"(wipinghertears)Idon'tknowwhat

mademecry.Thatheartfeltmomentoryoulooking

cute"

Ilaughed.

Fezeka:"Iwillhelp.Yoursecretissafewithme"

Me:"Itrustyou"



Fezeka:"andIwouldn'tdoublecrossyou.Iam

scaredofyounow"

Welaughed.

Me:"let'sgetonsomeworkthen"

.

.

.
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Fezekasteppedoutforamomentandwenttotake



acall.IknowIjustblurtedoutwhatwassupposed

tobebetweenmeandThembinkosiandnowiam

regrettingitabit.IwalkedtothedoorandIslightly

openeditandIstoodtherelistening.

Fezeka:"GetthemtobedAngel"

Sheissilentforamoment.

Fezeka:"'ok.Ilovethem.Tellthemthat."

ShegiggledandIslightlyclosedthedoorandI

heardherhungup.Imovedfromthedoorbefore

somethingcaughtmyears.

Fezeka:"Thato!"

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"



IwentclosetothedoorandopeneditabitsoIcan

seethem.Theyhuggedandletgo.

Fezeka:"Iamhelpingafriendwithacase."

Thato:"iguessyoualsoknowNdalo"

Fezeka:"howdoyouknowher?"

Thato:"Iknow"

Fezeka:"whatareyouplaning?"

Thato:"Mmmhletmesee"

Heturnedandhisbackfacedthedoor.



Thato:"Well.Somepeoplehavebeenplayinginmy

territoryforsometime"

Fezeka:"Iamlistening"

Thato:"IwantyoutogetmoreinfoonNdaloforme.

YouscratchmybackIscratchyours"

Heheldhercheekandperkedherlips.Iwas

infuriating.

Fezeka:"Thato"

Thato:"rememberthegoodmemories"

Fezeka:"itwasalongtimeago"



Itookmyphoneandtookavideoofthem

Hekissedherandsheresponded.

Thato:"Iknow.Istillwantyou"

Fezeka:"whatdoyouneedtoknow?"

Thato:"that'swhyIloveyou.Wecan'ttalkhere.

Shemighthearus"

Ican'tbelieveItrustedthisbitch.

Fezeka:"ok.Textme"

Thato:"Iwill."



Fezeka:"YoushouldstopbeingaThuginasuit"

Thato:"ithelpscover"

Fezeka:"bye"

Theykissedagain.Iwassickened.Iwenttothebed

andpretendtobeworkingonmycase.Shegotin

andIoutmyphoneonmyearandstartedlaughing.

Me:"Imissyouboy."

ShesmiledandIlookedatthissnake.

Me:"ok.Iwillbringatoy.Ihavetogo.

Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Ioutmyphonedown.



Fezeka:"Ibanathi?"

Me:"yes,Imisshim"

Fezeka:"whoishestayingwith?"

Me:"ohMaK."

Fezeka:"isitsafesinceyouaremarriedtoMsheks

"

Sheevenknowsthename.

Me:"thesafest.Iamacowardbutshe,sheknows

howtohandleagun."



Shefakesmiled.

Fezeka:"that'sgoodthen"

Me:"thisisgonnabegoodifwe....."

Ikeptquiet.

Fezeka:"what?"

Me:"canItrustyou?"

Fezeka:"ofcause"

Me:"ordersomewine.Ineedthebathroomabit.I

feellikeoffloadingonyou."



Shesmiled.

Fezeka:"Sure"

Ifakesmiledandwenttothebathroom.Iwentto

thecupboardandtookouttheglovesandIplaced

themonthesink.Iflushedthetoiletandwalkedout.

Me:"howfar?"

Fezeka:"coming"

Me:"ok"

Isatonthebedandtookoutmyokap.

Me:"Iwasgiventhis"



Shetookit.

Fezeka:"Itseemsdangerous"

Me:"Idon'tlikeusingit.Idon'tknowwhatitisbutI

rememberNkosigivingittome"

Fezeka:"Nkosi?"

Me:"Msheks"

Fezeka:"ohIsee"

SheopeneditandIgasped.

Me:"waitit'saknife?"



Fezeka:"youdidn'tknow"

Me:"no!"

Ipretendedtobeangrygettingoffthebedandshe

playedwithit.Iturnedandcried.

Me:"ItoldhimIdon'twanttobeinvolvedafterhis

wife"

Fezeka:"It'sarareoneaswell."

Me:"Idon'tcare"

IsnuckupbehindherandIheldtheknifeinher

handclosetoherstomach.



Fezeka:"(shaking)Ndalo"

Me:"Ihatebetrayers"

Fezeka:"I....I...Ididnothing"

Me:"Voetseknja!!YouaresellingmetoThato"

Fezeka:"Iamsorry"

Shewascrying.

Me:"that'sbetweenyouandGod."

IstabbedherstomachandshegaspedandItook

theknifeandrolledheronthefloor.



Fezeka:"(gasping)Ndalo"

Me:"youunderestimatemeneh?"

Istabbedherneckandbloodoozed.Myhandswere

blood.Irantothebathroomandwashedmyhands.

Iwenttothemaindoorandlockedup.Iwenttomy

bagandtookoutadildoandIremovedher

underwearandIopenedherlegsbecauseshewas

wearingaskirtandIforcedpenetrationinhera

coupleoftimesveryroughandalsotearing.I

stoppedandtookmytowelandIwipeditand

shoveditinmybag.IpackedmyclothesandI

packedthecaseandIworeglovesandIwalkedout

locking.Itookofftheglovesandwentdownthe

stairstomycarandIgotinandtookoutmylaptop

andphone.IdialedSiyanda

Me:"Siyanda"



Siyanda:"Mancane"

Me:"KuyaphuthumaLana.(It'sanurgentmatter.)I

wanttohackinthehotelcamerasandalsothe

systemandmakeitseemlikeIwasn'tevenhere."

Siyanda:"uhmnginomjita(Ihaveadude)"

Me:"hurryikilledsomeone."

Siyanda:"ok.Hambawenangizoyilungisa(go.Iwill

fixit)"

Me:"thankyou."

Idroppedthecallandsighed.Istartedthecarand

droveoff.



.

.

Iwasdistraught.Iwaseagertogetonthiscaseand

getoutsoon.BeforeIkillalotofpeople.Thato,I

needtokeepacloseeyeonhim.That'swhyIhave

tobefriendhim.IhavetoaskNkosiwhatishis

business.Iwalkedintheroomagainandhewas

waitingforme.Ilookedathimbeforeplacingmy

bagonthetableandthedoorclosed.

Nkosi:"awusamanqazi?(Youdon'tkissme

anymore?)"

Me:"Ihaveaseriousmatterhere.Khonaokufuna

lah(thereissomeonewhowantsyouhere)"

Imadeanillustration.



Nkosi:"baningikakhulukazilahEgoliselokhu

kwabhodaubrazo(therearealot.Especiallyherein

JohannesburgeversincePhilanidied)"

Me:"ThatoSehole"

Helooksatmeandcomesclose.Heisupclose.

Nkosi:"whatdidhedo?"

Me:"uphezukwethuandufunaukusebenzisaMina

(heisontousandhewanttouseme)"

Nkosi:"buyelaekhayaNdalo(gobackhomeNdalo

)"

Me:"Iwon'tdothatNkosi.Nowlalela,ngizomdlala



andekumdlalenikwamiawubimuncu(listen,Iwill

playhimandinmeplayinghimdon'tbesour.)"

Nkosi:"Angizwanga?(Pardonme?)"

Me:"uzwile(youheard)"

Nkosi:"ngekeuyenzeleyoNdalo(youwon'tdothat

Ndalo)"

Me:"Makumeleungibulalengizombulala.

Makumelengizisondezengizozisondeza(ifIhave

tokillIwillkill.IfIhavetogetclosetohim.Iwillbe

closetohim)"

Nkosi:"Idon'tagree"

Me:"you.Havenochoice.Youfailed"



Nkosi:"voetsekNdalo!"

Me:"woza(come)"

Ipulledhimbyhisoverrall.Itriedtokisshimbuthe

tiltedhisface.

Me:"ohit'slikethatnow"

Iletgoofhimandtookmybag"

Me:"Iwillseeyou"

Iwalkedtowardsthedoorandhepulledmeand

turnedmearoundandkissedme.Irespondedas

wellbeforewebrokeit.



Nkosi:"Ihatethis"

Me:"Iknow.Ijustwantthisgone"

Nkosi:"akeathinteIsibayaSamkuzonyiwa

amaphephaNdalo(ifheentersmypussy.hewill

shitonhimself)"

Me:"ok"

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wesharedabriefkiss.

Me:"Ihavetogo"



Nkosi:"comebacklaterneh?"

InoddedandImademywayout.IhopeIsucceed

inthis.

.

.

.

.
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IdrankthejuicethatwasInfrontofme.Heislate

andit'snotprofessionalbutIhavetobepatient

sinceIamhereforthesamereasonashim.He

doesn'tknowthough.Isighandlookatmywrist

watchandIsignalforthewaiterformybillbefore

heappearsbytheentrance.Hisbreathingisheavy

tomyannoyance.Ihuffwithinbutmuskthefakest

smileyoucanfind.

Thato:"Iamgladyoudecidedtojoinme"

Me:"Ihavenofriendshereso?AndIamwas

harshbutyouareoverstepping"

Heraisedhishandsinsurrender.Thewaitertakes

hisorderandwalksaway.

Thato:"courtwashectictoday.Whatishappening

withyourcase?"



Irollmyeyesinpretencetobannoyedbythecase.

Me:"Gangrelated"

Thato:"anyinfo?"

Me:"isn'tthatconfidential?"

Isiponmyjuice.Thewatercomesbackwithhis

beerandhethankshim.

Thato:"ifyouareaDr"

Me:"wellwhatIhavecollectedisthateverythingis

conspired.Thesegangleader,havebrilliantminds

whenyouthinkaboutit.Theycancontrolthe

outsideworldwhileinside"



Thato:"interesting.Let'stalkaboutworklater."

Hetakesasipoffhisbeverage.Iamitchingtograb

hisneckandsnapitwithmytinyhands.

Thato:"Howarethingsathome?"

Isigh.

Me:"MyhusbandIcheating"

Ipretendtocry.Ihavebeenwarningupthesetears

andnowtheyareouttoplay.Hestretcheshishand

acrossthetableandholdsmyhand.

Thato:"Iamsorryaboutthat."

Me:"it'swhatmendoIguess"



Ishrugg.

Me:"youknowhowIhavebeengoodtohimandhe

doesmelikethis?"

Thereisabitofsilencebutonlymyfakesobsare

heard.

Me:"Iambarrenbecauseofhim.Istayedthough.

WhybecauseIlovehim"

Iwipemyfaketears.

Thato:"Loveisnotenoughsometimes"

Me:"itallIhave"



Thato:"haveyoutriedtotrysomethingnew?"

Me:"no."

Ourordercame.

Me:"Iamsorryaboutburdeningyouaboutmy

marriageissues.Iguessitwastoomuch.Andfor

beingmean.

Thato:"itsok.Iwouldjustliketogettoknowyou

more.Youseemlikeaninterestingcharacter."

Me:"wellIamboring"

Hechuckled.

Thato:"can'tbethatboring"



Me:"IstayindoorsdrinkmilkwhilereadingHarry

Potter"

Thato:"okthat'sbad"

HelaughedandIfakedagiggle.

Thato:"Iwilltakeyououtofyourshell"

IshrugandhetakesmyplateandIlookathis

handsjustsohewouldn'tPoisonmeandhecutthe

stakeandtastedit.

Me:"Whydidn'tyouorderyours?"

Thato:"Idon'tknow.Itjustlookedappetizingfrom

whereIwas"



HebroughtmyplatebackandItookhisandtasted

hischickenandgaveittohim.

Thato:"Thisremindsmeofsomeone"

Me:"special?"

Itiltedmyheadinnocently.Hechuckledandate.

Thato:"youareinnocentlybeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

Thato:"theworldissoharshforyourkind"

Me:"Ifearattimes."



Thato:"Ustoo"

Wecarriedoneating.

.

.

.

AfewdayspassedandIwasgrowingmoreand

moreclosetoThato.Nkosidoesn'tlikeitatall.Ijust

shuthimoutoftheplan.Iamstillworkingonmy

caseandthecourthassetupadatetoviewmy

anglesonthecaseandalsocheckthelooseends

thatIamreferringto.Ihavestoppedcalling

IbanathijustIncaseThatotracesmycalls.It

happensthough.WeweregoingtoGoldreeftoday.



Histakeout.Istilldon'tlikehimatallandheisa

goodpretendershame.Igivehimthat.Hefetched

mefromthehotelanotheroneandwegotinhiscar

anddroveoff.

Thato:"Iseeyoutookmyadviceofnotwearingthe

ring."

Ifakesmiled.It'sinmybag.

Thato:"howishe?"

Thehusbandheisreferringto.

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutit.Ijustwanttoclear

mymind"

Thato:"andIwillhelpyouwithit"



Ismiled.Thishasbecameaprofessionaljob.

Me:"whyIsaguylikeyousingle?"

Thato:"Iamjustnotlucky"

Me:"ormaybeyouaregay"

Thato:"noIamnot"

Ichuckled.

Thato:"Ndalo"

Me:"Mmmh"



Thato:"Iwilltellyoulater."

Inoddedwhilenarrowingmyeyes.WegottoGold

reefandheopenedthedoorformeandIgotout.I

thankedhimandheheldmyhandandwewalked

inside.Lordpleasekeepmesane.

Me:"Wow.Ihaveneverbeentosuch"

Thato:"withmeyouwillhavetoseesuchsights."

HekissedmycheekIwantedtoslaphimbutIfaked

asmileandwekeptonwalking

*THATO*

Sheisabeautifullittlenaïvegirl.Fezekahasn't

gottenbacktomeaboutherfriend.Ifshecan'tdoit



thenIwillhavetodoitmyself.Sodarkhave

collectedshehasmaritalproblems.Whatis

Msheksdoingtoherontheinside.?Ishecheating

onherandshefoundout?Thisismychanceto

destroyhimthroughhiswife.

Ndalo:"itreallyhot"

Isnappedoutofmythoughts.

Me:"let'sgetadrink"

WhileIamonamissiontodestroy.Itwouldn'tbea

badideatotapherintheprocessright?Ilickedmy

lips.Iamgonnaenjoyboththings.Hiswifeand

destroyinghim.Alreadyheisnottakingcareofher

soIwill.

.



.

.
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Thato:"ComethissidesoIcantakeaphotoofyou

"

Whenisthisdayending?Idon'twanttobenextto

himbutIgottoadmitIamhavingfunhere.Istand

bytakesaquicksnapofmeandthenshowsme

picture.It'sbeautiful.

Me:"thanks"



Thato:"(smiling)youarebeautiful"

Me:"Ithinkweshouldleave.Iamtired."

Thato:"ok"

HeputshisphoneInhispocketandheholdsmy

hand.CloseyoureyesandjustbreathNdalobreath

nje.

.

.

*MSHEKS*

Nhlanhla:"Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)"



Ilookedaroundandthewardenisstandingnearby

andtheothersarealsowaitingtomakeaphonecall.

Me:"ngifunautholeumuntuwangala,amsorthe(I

wantyoutofindsomeonefromthissidetosorthim

out)"

Nhlanhla:"Sure.Iwilldothat"

Me:"Ta(Thanks)"

Ihungupandturnedpushingtheinmateaside.

Him:"Ela"

Me:"youaretalking?"



Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Nx"

Iwalkedoff.ThisNdalosituationisdrivingme

crazyandnowsheiskeepingmeinthedark.Igo

nutsifIsmellthatmanonher.Iknowsheisnot

cheatingbutDamn.It'sdrivingmecrazy.Ijustwant

tokillhim.Igettomycellandmycellmatesare

playingcards.Thewardencomesbackagain.

Warden:"Msheks.Yourvisitorishere"

Inoddedandhecuffedmebeforewewalkedout.

Thelongwaytowherewearegoingisdrainingme.

IhopeintheprocessofTakinghimdown.Sheis

gettingmeoutaswell.Ijusthopeshewon't

disappointme.Iwalkinandsheisinherformal

clothesandshesmilesbutIdon'tsmileback.The

wardenuncuffedmeandthenwalksout.Sheruns



intomyarmsandIsmellherandshesmellsnormal.

Iengulfhermore.

Ndalo:"Ngiyaxolisa.Ngiyaziayikuphathikahle

lendaba(Iamsorry.Iknowthismatterdoesn'tsit

wellwithyou)"

Itreallydoesn't.Iletgoofherandlookatherfrom

thebottomtillthetop.

Me:"turn"

ShedoesturnslowlyandIholdherwaistandbring

herclosestome.

Me:"Idon'twanthissmellonyou.KillhimorIwill

escapeheeeandkillhimmyself."



Ndalo:"mawukwaziukweqaindabaungazamanga

?(Ifyoucanescapewhydidn'tyouescape?)"

Ikissherneckandspankherandsheshreeks.

Me:"Iwouldspendmoretimehere"

Shenodded.

Me:"makewayIwanttocheck"

Shewalkstothetableandbendspullingherskirtup

anpushesherunderwearaside.Iundomyoverrall

andIrubmyshaftatherentranceandshemoans

beforeIpushitdeepinandshemoans.5strokes

andIstopandwhisperbyherear.

Me:"Goodjob"



Ndalo:"Iwouldnevercheatonyou"

Me:"evenifit'snotsexual"

Ipulledoutandfixedmyselfandsheturnsand

lookedatme.

Ndalo:"andthen?"

Me:"Yini?(What?)"

Ndalo:"Msheksngekeungishiyekanje(Msheks

youcan'tleavemelikethis)"

Me:"Justdid.Uyasebenzangaphambikokuthi

uhholelwe(youfirstworkbeforeyougetpaid)"



Ndalo:"6yearsandyouthinkthisisfunny?"

Me:"no"

Shetookoffherthingandthrewitmydirectionand

Icaughtit.Shepulledherskirtdownandshetook

herbag.

Ndalo:"seeyounextweekforyourcasecourt

appeal"

Me:"for?"

Ndalo:"ifyourcasewillbetakenornot"

Isteppedclosertoherandkissedherlips.

Ndalo:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Shesmiledandwalkedoutslowly.

.

.

*NDALO*

MaybeIshouldletSiyandacomethissideand

handleThatobutitwouldn'tbeeasy,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingonbetweenmeandNkosibutIhope

wewillbefinetogetheragain.Iamnotpreparedto

looseanyfocusonanything.Icatchacabandgo

toMabonengjusttobealoneandbeinmythoughts

aswell.Ilookedoutofthewindowsighing.



.

.
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IhavearrivedatMabonengandgotmyselfatable

beforelookingwhatIneedfromthemenu.Iordered

whatwasneededandafterthatthewaitertookmy

menuandwalkedoff.Itookoutmyphoneand

decidedtocallMaKandseeifIbanathiisbackfrom

school.Sheansweredonthe3rdring.

MaK:"Ndaloasisakwazi(Ndalowedon'tknowyou

anymore)"



Me:"ngikhonaukuthingimatasa(Iamhere.It's

justthatIambusy)"

MaK:"Ihopeeverythingisgoingwellbecausewe

wantMsheksback."

Me:""yebokuhambakahlemah,uIbanathiukhona?

(Yes,everythingisgoingwell,isIbanathithere?)"

MaK:"Chauseskoleni(noheisatschool)"

Me:"ok.Iwillcalllaterthen"

MaK:"ok"

Ihungupandlookedatmyphone.Icalledthe

waiterandaskedformyfoodtobeinatakeout

form,henoddedandwalkedoff.Ikeptbusyonmy



phoneandwaitedtillhecamebackwithmyfood

andIpaidbeforeleaving.Acabwasalreadywaiting

formeandIgotinanditdroveoffgoingtoSoweto.

Ihaven'tbeenthereforalmost6yearsnow.The

driveisenoughandisoccupiedbymusicaswell.I

don'tknowwhyIamgoingtherebutIjustthinkI

needtoclearmyhead.Maybeavisittomymother

inlawwillalsodomegood.Sheisaverynice

woman.Atfirstshedidn'tknowhowtotakethe

wholesituationofmebeingmarriedtoThembinkosi

andexpectingachildwithhimbutsheloves

Ibanathisomuchshewishesthathecouldlivewith

herallthetime.WegottoSowetoandthingshave

changed.GoodIguess.Idirectthedriverasbestas

Icanandwereachthehouse.Stillthesamejust

thatthepainthaschangedandadifferentcaris

parkedthere.Ipayupandgetoutofthecarand

thenfixmyselfandbreathoutbeforemakingmy

wayin.Iopenedthegatehopingthereisnodogand

Icloseandwalkinside.IgettothedoorandIknock

andIhearsomeshuffling.Thedooropenedand

shestoodtherelookingastonished.Shehaslost

someweightandlooksfrail.



"Ndalo"

Me:"Mah"

Sheengulfedmeintoahugandsqueezedmeinit

sobbingandItriednottocryaswell.Themother's

loveisstillthereevenhowIleftshestilllovesme.

MsLanga:"IthoughtIwouldneverseeyouagain.

Simusaidtheyweregoingtolookforyoubutthey

werekilled.Whathappened?OhmychildIamso

gladyouareok.Yourmotherisatpeacenow."

Isighedaswestoodtherehugging.Shebrokethe

hugandwipeshertearsandcarriedontouchingme

andIgiggled.

MsLanga:"youlookallgrown.Comein"



ShegotinsideandIfollowedaswell.

Me:"Ijustcametocheckuponyou"

WegottotheloungeandKuhleisallgrown.Hewas

watchingTVmindinghisbusiness.

MsLanga:"kuhleBukakhonabani(kuhlelookwho

ishere)"

Heturnshisheadandhiseyesbeam.

Kuhle:"SisNdalo"

OoouhIthinkpubertyvisitedthisonestrongwith

thatvoice.



Me:"Kuhle"

Hestoodupandheistallerthanmeeven.Hecame

andhuggedme.

Kuhle:"youleftme"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hechuckled

Kuhle:"it'sok.Imissedyou"

Me:"Metoo"

Webrokethehug



.

.

MsLangapouredsometeaforusandbiscuitsand

sheisnowmarriedtobabuDumi.Ifeelsorryforher

andhappyforheraswell.

MsLanga:"Iseeyouareengaged"

ShepointedatmyringandIheldmyhand.

Me:"Iammarried"

MsLanga:"Awu.Iamhappyforyou"

WiththattimeIknowsheissad.



Me:"wehaven'tdonetheweddingceremony

though."

MsLanga:"Iamhappyforyou.Youmarrieda

decentguy"

Ikeptquietandsipped.

MsLanga:"Ihadafearyouwillendupwith

NkalakathaandhimabusingyoubutIamgladheis

dead.Idon'twantthoseMajolamenforyou.Good

thingtheolderoneismarried.Sowhatisthename

ofmymkhwenyana?"

ShesipsontheteasmilingandIsipaswell.Longer

thananactualsip.

Me:"ThembinkosiMajola"



Ithinkshechockedonherteabecauseshepatted

herchestandIgotupandwenttositwithher.

MsLanga:"LohowakwaNkalakatha?Kanjani

Ndalo?(TheoneIknow.?HowNdalo?)"

Me:"yesmahandwehaveachildtogether

MsLanga:"ohmyGod"

Me:"Ilovehimmah"

MsLanga:"uGuluva,isghebenguNdalo!Uthanda

umgulukudu!(AthugNdalo,youloveathug?!)"

Shewaspainedandangryatthesametime.



Me:"yebomah(yesmah)"

MsLanga:"youwanttokillme."

Me:"nomah.Heisnotbad"

MsLanga:"soyouareinapolygamy?"

Me:"noIamhisonlywife.Thefirstonefledand

thedivorced"

MeLanga:"Amen"

Sheclappedherhandsonce.

MsLanga:"youseemeducatednowNdalowhy

him?"



Me:"becauseifitwasn'tforhimwewouldn'tbe

talkingatthismoment"

MsLanga:"Uyayithandalentoebhadlaemajele.

Uthininganeyakhomeseisbonaukuthiuyihlo

muphiheh?Ohusejele!(Youlovethisjailbirdof

yours.Whatdoesyourchildsaywhenheseesthat

hisfatherisnotthere?Ohheisinjail!)"

Me:"Kwanelemah!Angifuniukhulumengomyeni

wamikabi.UthandwaiminaandnayeuthandaMina.

LokhoAkubalulekile.Angimgxhekiowakho

owayefunaukungidlwengula!(Itsenoughnowmah.

Idon'twantyoutotalkillaboutmyhusband.He

lovesmeandIlovehimthat'stheimportantthing.I

don'ttalkillaboutyourhusbandwhowantedto

rapeme!)"

Shecoveredhermouth.



MsLanga:"getout!"

Istoodupandtookmybag.

Me:"wewillseeeachother"

MsLanga:"getout"

Iwalkedoutofthehouseandshebangedthedoor

behindme.Iwalkedoutofthegateandtookoutmy

phonewhilemakingmyjourneytotheotherside.

.

.



.
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Iwasangrytoo.WhyiseveryoneuponwhoIam

marriedto?Shouldn'tmyhappinesscomefirst.

Whydon'ttheyaskmeifIamhappyinsteadof

labelingmyhusbandlikethat!Iamfedupreally!

SomeguysfromthecornerwhistledandIignored

them.

"eyisisterrwozangikubambekancane(heymama.

Comeletmeholdyouabit)"

Me:"Tsekneh?(Pissoffok?)

IsaidtothembeforeIfeltahandgrabmyupper

armroughly



Guy:"Uthini?(Whatdidyousay?)"

Me:"ngithevoetsekawuzwa?(Isaidvoetsekdon't

youunderstand?)"

Hetookouthispocketknife.

Guy:"Uzodelaprincess,awungazi(youwillknow

meprincess.Youjustdon'tknowme)"

Ikickedhisballswithmystilletoandhewentdown

andkneekickedhisfaceandthrewmyshoesoff

andstartedrunningandIcrouchedandtookthem

andtheystartedfollowingme.

"(Whistling)Mbambeni!(Holdher)"



IopenedmybagpantingwhileturningacornerasI

wasrunningIsawmydestinationbuttheseguys

werestillafterme.TheBMWcarsallaround.I

stoppedinthemiddleofftheroadandIdroppedmy

thingsbeforeIcrockedmygunandshotintheair3

timesanpeoplescattered.

Guy:"Ngekesithusweisbhamu(wewon'tbe

scaredbyagun)"

Oneofthemtookoutone.

Guy3:"Ngekesidlaleisfebe(wewon'tbeplayedby

abitch)"

"Dedanimajitakungonakali(leavebeforeitgets

ugly)"

Iturnedandotherguyswerebehindmewithhands



intheirpocket.IwasscaredbutIhadtobebrave.

Guy:"Skhova"

Skhova:"Voetsek!HayingevroeyaMsheks(piss

off.NotwithMshekswoman)"

Theysurrenderedandlookedatme.

Skhova:"youcango"

Me:"Phindefuthiwenauzongazi(doitagain.You

willknowme)"

Ipickedupmybagandshoesanduncrockedmy

gunandshoveditinmybag.Iworemyheelsand

fixedmyhairbeforeIcatwalkedinsidetheyard.I

didn'tknockIjustmademywayinandIfoundher



watchingTV.

Me:"Mah"

Sheturnedandlookedatmeandsmiled.Ididas

well.

Mah:"Ndalo,kodwaSusanauGuluvanawe?

(Ndalo.YouhavebecomeaGuluvaaswell?)"

Igiggled.

Me:"Guluvakazimah"

Mah:"comehugme.Imissedseeingyourface,

youhavegrown.WhereisIbanathi?"

Me:"home.Thisisaworkvisit"



Mah:"oh.Aclient?"

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Mah:"wenzenifuthi?(Whatdidhedo?)"

Me:"lutho.Ngizomkhipha(Iamtakinghimout)"

Mah:"ungenziintoengekhoemthethweni(don'tdo

somethingthatisagainstthelaw)"

Me:"Iwon't"

Mah:"youhungry?"

Me:"noIamnot.CanIsleepover?"



Mah:"youdon'tneedtoask.Thisisyourhome"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou."

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Iwentandopened

anditwastheSkhovadude.

Skhova:"uGrand?(Youok?)"

Me:"Yes.Thankyou"

Skhova:"maO'ladykuhambakahle?(Mah

everythingok?)"



Mah:"iamok.Skhovahambauyokwenza

intozakhoMfanawam(lindokuhlegoanddoyour

stuffmyboy)"

Hechuckled

Skhova:"ok"

HewalkedoutandIclosedthedoor.

Me:"Skhova?"

Mah:"Oh,umnganikaThembinkosiomdala.

Wayesejeleiminyakayourkulonyaka(ohheis

Thembinkosi'soldfriend.Hewasinprisonforyears

hejustgotoutthisyear)"

Me:"ohbasebenzisananoThembinkosi?(He



workswithThembinkosi?)"

Mah:"yeah.Sengadelaukukhuluma(Ihavegiven

upontalking)"

Shehasreally.ThisisthelifeThembinkosihas

chosenjusttogetamealanditendedupbeinghis

passionandsurvivalforhismotheraswell.Hehas

toldmestoriesofhowhegrewupandIseea

strongmaninhimwhoputshisfamilyfirst.Istared

atthetvaswellanditwassilent.

.

.

ThatocalledandIdeclinedhiscallsallthetime.It's

thedayofthetrialandIamscared.Ifeellike

vomitingandIdidacoupleoftimes.Ifeelweakand



dizzythat'showscaredIam.Mahisalsoherand

soasthenewspaperwashereaswell.That'swhat

theysaidtheyare,journalists.IjusthopeIdon't

makea!was.Iwasstandingbythemirrorwalking

upanddownprayingthisallgoeswellandI

finishedandlooksatmyselfandtouchedmy

necklace.It'stheringandIfistitinsidemyhand.

Me:"LordIwantmyhusbandback"

IsighedandtherewasawashofreliefandI

washedmyhandsandwalkedout.Imetupwith

mahandhisJohannesburgcrewandIsawSiyanda

andNhlanhlaapproaching.

Me:"youcame"

Siyanda:"ngiekesiphuthelweuwena(wewouldn't

missyouraction)"



Ismiled.

WemadeourwayinsideandIwenttomyposition.I

madesuretheIhaveeverythingandwhatI

gatheredisevidenceenoughtoprovehimnotguilty

ofanyofthecharges.IsawThatoandhelookedat

me.HeseemedabitsurprisedthatIwashere.Ijust

smiledaconnivingsmileandwestoodandwaited

forthejudgeandThembinkositobebroughtin.The

judgecameinandweallroseandhewalkedin.I

wasn'tintimidatedthatIaminamen'splayground

atthe.Moment.IfelttheneedtoproveIambetter

inhere.

"Youmaybeseated"

Everyonesatdownandthejudgepreparedhimself.

Judge:"wearerevisitingMeThembinkosiMajola's

chargedagainstvaluabletheftandatmbombings



rightadvocateMajola?"

Me:"yesyourhonour"

Judge:"bringtheinmatein"

WewaitedabitandThembinkosiwasbroughtin.I

lookedathimthenlookedatthato.

Judge:"wewillstartwithSehole"

HestoodupandIsatdown.

Thato:"thankyouyourhonour,theinmateis

pressedforsuchchargesbecausetherewas

enoughevidenttosentencehimto10years

imprisonment.Wecanrevisittheevidenceonce

againtoshowthatthechargesruledagainstour



manoverherearenotjustaccusations."

Judge:"mayIseetheevidence?"

Thato:"yesyourhonour"

Hetookoutsomefilesandhehandedittothejudge

whopagedthrough.

Judge:"Icanseetheevidencethatwasbrought

againsthimonhiscase"

IlookedatNkosiwhohadhisjawsclenched.Iwas

stillrelaxed.Thejudgeliftedhisheadfromthe

papersandlookedatme.

Judge:"Majola"



Istoodup.

Me:"thankyouyourhonour,Yesevidencewas

broughtupinmyclienthereMrMajolaforallthat

hewaschargedforbutwhatmademerevisitthe

caseisthelackofsolidevidence"

Iwaswalkingaround.

Judge:"meaning?"

Me:"ItstatesthatMrMajola,myclientWentatm

bombingsonthe20thofAugustthenightbeforean

thenextdayhewasarrested.Iwentintosome

digginginthecaseandIfoundnewevidence

statingagainstwhatwasbroughtbythe

prosecutionparty"

Thato:"objectionyourhonour!"



Judge:"sitdownSehole"

Thatoeyedmeandsatdown.Pissedoff.

Me:"Ihaveevidenceshowingwhatandexactly

happenedinuMhlangawhentheatmbombing

occured."

Iwanttohandhimthenewevidenceandtheold

one.

Me:"thestorydoesn'taddupmainlybecausethere

wasnobombinginactualfact"

Judge:"andhowdoyouknow?"

Ismiledandturnedaround.



Me:"collectingasmuchpossibleevidenceyour

honour.IwentbacktofindCCTVfootageofthe

Gatewaymallregardingthatdayanditshowedthat

nobombingwasdoneonthatday.Themoneywas

inthebankasneededtobeandintheatms."

Itooktheremoteandopenedthetvandthefootage

played.

Me:"asyoucanseewhatisdisplayed.Thedate

andtimeandareaaswell.Themallsecuritywas

thereaswellandnobombinghappened.AlsoI

contactedthemallandtheybackedupthis

evidence.Thiswasallasetupfromoneof!y

clientsenemy'sjusttogethimbehindbars.You

seemlikeaverysmartmanandwouldlook

carefullyintothetwoevidencegiven.Thefirstone

hasalotofloopholesandwithalotofdivingIfound

theactualevidencethatmyclientisn'tguiltyifany

ofthechargesmade!"



Thecrowdwascheering

Thato:"objectionyourhonour"

Me:"ShutupSehole"

Thato:"Iwillfuckyouup!"

Me:"try"

Judge:"silence!"

Therewassilence.

Judge:"differentevidenceisbroughtuponme"



Thato:"yourhonour"

Judge:"amIspeakingtowallsSehole?"

Thato:"myapologiesyourhonour"

Judge:"youbothbroughtdifferentevidenceagain

andwithMrMajola"

Therewassilenceandhejustexaminedthemabit.

Judge:"IHavemadeupmydecision"

Myheartasbeatingfastthen

Judge:"wearegoingona30minuteteabreak."



Hehitthegavelandstillmyheartwasbeating.

"Allrise"

Weallroseandhewalkedout.Wefollowedafter.I

rantothebathroomandIvomited.Iwasfeelingso

nervous.TearsleftmyeyesandIcried.Icalmed

downaftersometimeandIliftedmyheadand

wipedmytears.IgotupandIflushedthetoiletand

Iwentoutandrinsedmymouthandwashedmy

handsbeforewalkingout.Iwaspinnedonthewall

andifwasThato.

Thato:"whyisallofthat?"

Me:"work"

Thato:"don'tshitwithme"



Me:"it'severyone'splayground.Iambeingpaidto

dothissopleaseexcuseme."

Heheldmyneckandsqueezedit.

Thato:"Iamnotdonewithyoubitch"

Iwastrugglungtobreathandheletgoofme.

Thato:"youdon'twannabemyenemyprettybabe

"

Heheldmycheek."

Me:"youdon'twannabemine.AskFezekaabout

me"

HisfaceturnedsourandIpushedhimoutofthe



way.

Thato:"it'snotover"

Me:"tilljsayit'sover"

Ilefthimthere.

.

.

Ourteabreakcametoanendandwewerebackin

courtandthenthejudgemadehiswayin.

"Allrise"



WeallroseandIwassweating.Ilookedat

Thembinkosiandhewaslookingdownthewhole

time.Essaydownafterthejudgehadsettled.

Judge:"beforetheteabreakevidencewas

presentedtome.Itookthetimetogothroughitall

overagain."

Therewassilence.

Judge:"whatwaspresentedbyyouadvocatewas

questioning"

IlookedatThatoandhewassmiling.

Judge:"veryquestioning"

Ibitmybottomlippreventingtears.Iplayedwith



mynecklace.Thejudgelookedatusandtookhis

gavel.Thatomadehiswaytomeandwhisperedin

myear.

Thato:"gameoverprincess,youwillseehubby

inside"

Hewalkedoff.

Judge:"IrestrainallchargesagainstThembinkosi

Majola.Ifoundhimnotguiltyofanyofthecharges

made."

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Ireallydidit.Peoplewere

makingnoiseandflashesgoingaround.They

uncuffedNkosiandIrantohimandhuggedhim

cryingandhehuggedmeback.

Nkosi:"shhhh"



Me:"u...uya..."

Icouldn'tevenspeak,Iwasjusttoohappy.I

sobbedonhischest.

Nkosi:"thankyou"

ThankyouLord.

.

.

.
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Ilaidmyheadonhischestandlistenedtohishead

beatwhilethecarwasmoving.Siyandawould

occasionallylookatusandsmilethroughthe

reviewmirror.Wejustcamefromprisonandnow

wearegoingtoSoweto.Mahwenttochurch.She

saidsheisgoingtoprayandshewillprobablybe

backlater.Thisoverwhelmingandunbelievable.

WaitNdaloyoushouldBelieveitMogal.Ilookedat

himandhesmiled.

Nkosi:"bengikukhumbule(Imissedyou)"

Ismiled

Me:"Imissedyoutoo.Ngizokuphekela(Iwillcook

foryou)"



Nkosi:"Imissedyourfoodsomuch."

Siyanda:"bengithisoyakaMzokancane(Ithought

weweregoingtoMzo'sabit)"

Nkosi:"ngifunaukucithaisikhathinomfaziwam(I

wanttospendtimewithmywife)"

Siyanda:"whothinasiyayake(wearegoing)"

Weshookourheadssmiling.Wegothomeandhe

parkedthecarandwegotout.Nkosiheldmyhand

andlookedaroundbeforewemadeourwayinside

theyardandSiyandaopenedthedoor.Iputmybag

downandSiyandaheadedtothekitchen.

Nkosi:"ngisayogeza.(Iamgoingtobath)"



Me:"ok"

Heperkedmylipsandwalkedoff.Itookoffmy

blazerandputitonthekitchenchairandSiyanda

finisheddrinkinghiswaterandputtheglassdown.

Siyanda:"usebenzileGuluvakazi(youdidwell)"

Igiggled.

Me:"ngijabuleubuyile(Iamgladheisback)"

Siyanda:"sonke.Othi.Ngimashe(letmeleave)"

Wehuggedandhewalkedout.Isighedand

collectedmyselfbeforeItookoffmystilletosandI

tookman'sapronandItookouttheingredientsand

Istartedwiththepots.Iamgoingtogoalloutand



makealotoffoodforNkosi.Ilovehisbeardbald

headthough.Heshouldkeepthat.Iwassinging

whilemovingaround.

"MasthokozesthandwaSam

Minanawesiqediminyaka...."

MyphoneringinginterruptedmeanditwasThato.I

rolledmyeyesbeforeanswering.

Me:"yiniwena?(What?)"

Thato:"haontsebe(youdon'tknowme)"

Me:"ifyouwantustosettlethisgunfightsthenwe

can."



Thato:"Iwillgetyouprincess"

Me:"itsQueen."

IhungupandblockedhisnumberandNkosicame

inthekitchenwhileIwasstiringthepotsandhe

heldmyfrombehindandpeakedoverme.

Nkosi:"uphekani?(Whatareyoucooking?)"

Me:"uzobona(youwillsee)"

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Hekissedmyneck.



Nkosi:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Nkosi:"Thankyouforlovingmethismuchand

waiting,fightingforme."

Me:"youareworthitNkosi."

Imentthat.Heiswortheverything.Hereachedhis

handoverthestoveandswitcheditoff.

Me:"iamstillcooking."

Nkosi:"uzobuyela.Woza(youwillgoback.Come)"



HeturnedmearoundandpickedmeupandI

giggled.

Nkosi:"Manqaza(kiss)"

Ikissedhimandhewenttotheloungeandhe

placedmeonthecouchandhoveredmeandwe

sharedakiss.Hishandstouchingmeeverywhere

andsendingchillsdownmyspine.Hetookoffthe

aprononmeandunbuttonedmyblouseandhebit

hisbottomlip.Iwasn'twearingabrabecauseI

didn'tneedit.

Nkosi:"mmh"

Me:"Nkosi"

Heunclothedmeandhekissedmeeverywhere.

WhenIwasnakedheturnedmearoundonmy



kneesandbutuptohim.HisfingerslidinandI

moaned.

Me:"Mmmmh"

HetookitoutandIfelthistongueonmyfoldsand

hewaslickingandsuckingandthrustinginme.My

bodywastwitchinginpleasure.

Me:"AhNkosi"

Hespreadmybuttcheeksmoreapartandhis

tonguewasdoingalotofthingsinme.

Me:"Nkosi"

Hepulledbackandherubbedmybuttcheeksand

kissedbothofthemandmyback.Istartedfingering



myselfjustsoIcangetanorgasm.

Nkosi:"wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing?)"

Me:"Iamabouttocum"

HeremovedmyfingerandIwantedtocry.

Nkosi:"Holdon."

Idisobeyedhimandturnedtohimandsathimon

thecouchandhelookedatmeasIgotonhim.I

grindedonhimandheheldmywaistandIfelthim

gettinghard.Ilookeddownslowlyandremovedhis

sweatpantsslightlyandMajolasprangupandIbit

mybottomlipandItookhimandhandjobbedhima

bitbeforeIliftedmyselfandplacedmyhandson

hisshouldersandhelookedatme.



Me:"Putitin"

Nkosi:"youareimpatient"

ItookitinmeandIsliditinandImoaned.

Nkosi:"ShitNdalo"

Istartedmovingupanddownandmovingmywaist

andcircularmotionaswell.

Me:"Iloveyou",

NkosikissedmeandIreturnedit.

Nkosi:"Iloveyoutoo"



.

.

DidIfinishthecooking?NoIdidn't.Iwastootired

todosoafterNkosimakingupforthelostyears.I

amgladItookthisinitiativetogethimout.Iam

happyheishere.Hetraceshishandsonmynaked

body.Wemovedfromtheloungetohisbedroom

andnowIamlayingonhiminsilence.

Me:"doyouwantyourringback?"

Nkosi:"IwanttoputitWhenwegetmarried"

Me:"sishadilenje(wearemarried)"

Nkosi:"ngisafunaukunikalowamshado(Istill



wanttogiveyouthatwedding)"

Ikeptquiet.

Nkosi:"Iwillstayhereabitandyouwillgoaloneto

Durban"

Isatup.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"kukhonaizintoezincaneengimelengizenze

(therearesmallthingsIneedtodo)"

Me:"siyahambaksasaangisakhulumingale

kwalokho(weareleavingtomorrow)"

Hechuckled.



Me:"amIfunny?"

Nkosi:"yes.Youarefunnyandbossy"

Me:"stoplaughing"

Hepulledmetohimandkissedmycheek.

Nkosi:"ok.Ngizohambanawe(Iwillleavewithyou

)"

Me:"Thankyou"

HekissedmycheekandIheldontohim.Itfeels

warm.Everythingfeelsfuzzyandgoodatthesame

time.



.

.

.
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"ThembinkosikodwaNkosiYami.Usandakuphuma

ejeleusgijimaukuyobulalaabantu.CabangauNdalo

noIbanathi,ngekeuhleziubenzanje!(Thembinkosi

myGod.Youjustcameoutofjailandyouare

runningtokillpeople.Thinkaboutndaloand

Ibanathiyoucan'tdothemlikethat!)"

"ngisayolala(Iamgoingtosleep.)"



"NgikhatheleMina(Iamtired.)"

Iwaswokenupbypeopletalking.Iopenedmy

phonejusttocheckthetimeandit's4am.The

dooropenedandNkosiwalkedin.Ilookedathimas

hethrewhisjacketonthecouchandtookoffhis

topandwipedhisfacewithitabit.Hethenturned

andwalkedoutofthedoortothebathroom.Isank

onthebedandjustlookedattheroof.Whydidhe

makeanirrationaldecisionlikethat.Ijusthopeit

won'tbiteusback.Afterafewminuteshecame

backinboxersandheswitchedoffthelightsand

gotinbed.

Nkosi:ngingakubamba(CanIholdyou?)"

Me:"awudingiubuze(youdon'tneedtoask.)"

Heholdsmywaist.Therewasabitofsilence.



Nkosi:"Sengibonekungconosihlalelah(Isawit

bestthatwestayhere)"

Ikeptquiet.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"ungizwile?(Youheardme?)"

Me:"yeahngiyakuzwa.Isiszathusithini?(YeahI

hearyou.Whatisthereason?)"

Nkosi:"Kuningi.(Alot)"

Inodded.



Nkosi:"youknowIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HekissedmyforeheadandIclosedmyeyesand

sleptrightafter.

.

.

Iwokeupearlyinthemorning.Nkosiwasstillin

bed.Iamrelieved,didhegoandkillThato?Nah

that'stooeasyfornowbutIdon'tknow.Iworemy

gownandIreallyneedclothesbecauseIonlyhave

myworkclothesherethemost.Ineedtogotothe

mallandbuysomeclothes.Iwenttobrushmy

teethandfaceandIwenttostartwithcleaningthe



house.Iextracleanedthekitchenandwhile

cleaningIwasmakingporridgeandbreakfast,

afterthatIwenttotakingthewashingandIwentin

theroomweareusingandItookthebasketand

bumpedintomahonmywayout.

Me:"Morningmah"

Shesmiled.

Mah:"don'toverworkyourselfmychild"

Me:"akunankingaUkudlakulungile(itsok.

Breakfastisready."

Mah:"Thankyou.IfeelbadIdidn'twakeupearly"

Me:"ithingihambengiyosebenza(letmegoand



work.)"

Iwalkedoffandshewenttothekitchen.Iwentto

thebathroomandIwentonwiththewashing.Ifelt

lightatthatmoment.WhenIwasdonewith

washingIrinsedtheclothesandIwringthemandI

puttheminthebasketandIwentoutthebathroom

tothekitchen.Iopenthecupboardwherewestore

pegsandwewentoutsidetothewashingline.I

hangtheclothesandIgetdoneontime.Ifeel

handsaroundmeasIwasabouttotakethe

washingbasket.

Nkosi:"ungishiyangedwa(youleftmealone)"

Me:"ubudingaukuphumula(youneededtorest)"

Nkosi:"(kissingmyneck)thankyou"



Me:"Iamyourwife.Akudingiungibonge

Thembinkosi(thereisnoneedtothankme

Thembinkosi)"

Nkosi:"Idon'tregretlovingyou"

Me:"metoo,let'sgoandeat"

HeletgoofmeandIturned.Hewasinboxersonly.

Ishookmyheadandhetookthewashingbasket.

Wewalkedtothehouseandwecouldhearnoise.

"MuphiuNdalo?"

WewalkedinandThembinkosi'sfriendSkhovawas

thereeatingalready.

Me:"MaLanga"



MsLanga:"bengithiangizengizobonangawami

amehlo.Hmmuphethenobhaskidi(Ithoughti

shouldcomeandseewithmyowneyes.Lookyou

evenholdingawashingbasket)"

Me:"khonaokudingayomah?(istheresomething

youneed?)"

MsLanga:"uthiniunyokolahekhona.Sies

uphendukaethuneni(whatisyourmothersaying

wheresheis?Sies,sheisturninginhergrave.)"

Me:"Bambelaphokeungazeuyekude.Lomama

okhulumangayewayelaphi?Ngihlalangedwa

iminyakangizikhulisa.Ungalingeumlethelah

mayengakazeangenzelelutho!.Ucabangaukuthi

ubaniusebenzisaumnganiwakholah.

Ngiyethembangizokhulumakucace.Uthanda

ungathandingishadilelay'khaya,awusiye



umawaminalomnganiwakhoakusiyeumawami

intoayenzaukungizala.Celaindlelaikukhombe

(holditrighttherebeforeyougofar.Thatwoman

youaretalkingaboutwherewasshe?WhenIwas

livingaloneforyearsraisingmyself.Don'tyoudare

bringherhereifshehasneverdoneshitforme

!whodoyouthinkyouarebringingyourfriendhere?

IhopeItalkonceandmakethisclear,loveitornot

Iammarriedinthisfamily.Youarenotmymother

andsoasyourfriend.Theonlythingshedidwasto

birthme.Pleaseleave)"

Icouldfeeltearsinmyeyes.Nkosiholdsmy

shoulders

Nkosi:"yehlisaumoya(calmdown)"

Mslanga:"uzongikhumbuladoti(youwill

remembermerubbish)"



ShewasabouttowalkoutwhenNkosistood

Infrontofher.

Nkosi:"ungaphindeukhulumeneVroeyamkanje

phambikwamiugcinesingacuphani(don'tevertalk

tomywifelikethatinfrontofmemakeitthelast

time,wedon'twanttotesteachother)"

Me;"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"youwilljoinyourdaughter"

Shecoveredhermouthandwalkedoutcrying.

Mah:"Thembinkosi!"

Nkosi:"'HayiO'lady.Shoskhulu(nomah.Yesboi)"



Skhovajustnoddedandlookedatmeandinodded

tooandheputhisthumbup..

Me:"Ngiyaxolisamah(Iamsorrymah)"

Mah:"it'sok.Yourfoodwasdeliciousasalways."

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou.LetmegoputtheseandthenIwill

bath.Ineedtogotothemall

Nkosi:"to?"

Me:"ukuthengaingubo.Anginazo,

nginezomsebenzi(tobuyclothes.Idon'thave,

onlyworkclothes.)"



Nkosi:"Iwilldriveyou"

Mah:"ngisayaestokveleni(Iamgoingtoastokvel

)"

Skhova:"ngizokuhambisa(Iwilltakeyouthere)"

Mah:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Me:"letmegothen"

Iwenttoputeverythingbackandwenttothe

bedroomandItookoutajeanandatopwith

sandalsandIputthemonthebed.Itookout

clothesforNkosiaswellandwenttoiron.Atleast

hehassomeclotheshere.Afterironinghecamein

andtoldmethebathwaterisready.Iguesswewill

bathtogether.



Me:"kodwafanelesihloniphisebaby(wehaveto

berespectable)"

Nkosi:"Ndalowoza(Ndalocome)"

Hepulledmeandwewenttothebathroomandwe

tookabathtogether.Abitnaughtybutwedidn'tgo

fully.Afterwegotoutandwenttogetdressed.

Afterhetookcarkeysandwewentoutthehouse

lockingandgotinthecar.

Nkosi:"Ineedtorenewmylicense"

Me:"Ineedtogetone"

Nkosi:"sokwenzaintoesheshayo.(Wewilldo

somethingquick)"



Me:"Iamstillwaitingonyoutoteachme)"

Hesmiledandheldmyhand.

Nkosi:"Melengikunikeumshadowangempela(I

needtogiveyouarealwedding)"

Ismiled.Heturnedtheradioonandmusicplayed.

"Beautyinyoureyes

Iseelove

Thewayyoumoveyourbody

Iseemusic



Beautyinyoureyes

Iseelove

Thewayyoumoveyourbody

Iseemusic

[Chorus]

Forbetterorworse

Iwilllove

Ilovemusic

Insicknessinpain



Iwilllove

Ilovemusic......"

ItremindsmeofthetimeImetPhilani.Icannow

seehowfarIhavecameinlifeandhowmuchI

wouldn'thavethoughtIwouldliveforthismannext

tome.Hebobbledhisheadabit,thewholedrive

wasfilledwithmusic.

.

.

Nkosi:"Babyuyaqeda?(Areyoufinishingup?)"

Wewerestillatthemallandhewasgetting



impatient

Me:"sengiqedile.Asambesiyokhokha(Iamdone.

Let'sgopay)"

Wewenttopayandwenttobuysometakeaway.

Alotofit.

Nkosi:"Ibanathiuyezantambama"

Me:"ngempela?(Really?)"

Henodded.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Nkosi:"angazi(Idon'tknow)"



Me:"helovesyoualready."

Hesmiledandkissedmyforehead.

"MsheksMsheks"

Heclenched.Hisjawandweturnedandascary

guywithscarsonhisfaceandhisoneeyewas

closed.Hewaswearingskhothaneclothinganda

chainaroundhisnecktypicalgangsterwithrings

onhisfingers.That'sonethingilikeaboutNkosi.

Hedoesn'twearringsbecauseIwouldhavewent

crazy.Itdoesn'tlooknice.Theguysmiled

revealinghisgoldtooth.Helookedatmeandlicked

hislips.

Guy:"babygirl"



Me:"Tsekungalingemsunu(voetsekdon'tyou

evencare)"

Guy:"(chuckling)ngibathandabenjengawe(Ilike

themlikeyou)"

Nkosi:"Usunyathekaendaweniyammanje(you

aresteppingonmyplace)"

Guy:"ngizwileuphumule.Iyaqalakemanje.(I

heardyouareout.It'sstartsnow)"

HewinkedatmeandIclickmytongue.

Nkosi:"yekaiVroeyamngingazengibuyelewena

(leavemywifebeforeIgobackforyou)"

Hewasvisiballyangry.OurordercameandItookit.



Guy:"Inkunzieziningiesbayeni,(toomanybullsin

akraal)"

Nkosi:"onewillstayandthat'sme"

Theguychuckled.

Guy:"wewillsee"

Hewalkedoffwinkingatme.

Me:"arghNkosi"

Nkosi:"Ndalokuyashuba(Ndaloitgetsintense)"

Me:"why?"



Nkosi:"Territory"

Me:"Nkosiasiyekelento(Nkosilet'sleaveit)"

Nkosi:"ubughebenguimpiloYamiNdalo.

Angifundileenjengawefuthingekengobaimfundo

akuyonaintoengikhaliphilekuyo,ngimdalafuthi

manje(crimeismylifeNdalo.Iamnoteducated

likeyouandIwillneverbebecauseschoolisnotfor

meandIamnotgoodatit.Iamoldbesidesthat)

Ilookedathimandwegottogetcarandheloaded

everything.

Me:"youwenttothelicencingplace?"

Nkosi:"yeah.Thetimeusathenga(youwere

buying)"



InoddedandIwenttohimandwrappedmyarms

aroundhim.

Me:"Nkosiangishongoukuthingifunaukushintsa.

Ngikuthandaunjalobabaka'ibanathi.Ngekeube

uNkosiwamimakewashintsa.Ngiyakuthanda

Majola(NkosiIdidn'tsayyoushouldchange.I

loveyouthewayyouareIbanathi'sfather.You

wouldn'tbemyNkosiifyouchange.Iloveyou

Majola)"

Hesmiled.

Nkosi:"thankyou"

Ikissedhimandhereturnedit.

Nkosi:"siyakaMzo?"



Me:"Sure"

Hesmiledandwegotinthecarandhedroveoff.

.

.

.
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Wegothomeandwegotoffthecarandmadeour

wayinsidethehouse.Iwenttoputtheshoppingin

thebedroomweareusingandNkosiwenttowarm

upthefood.Weweresilentjustinthoughts.Ireally



wishNkosicoulleavethislifebuthewon't.It'sthe

onlythingheknowsbutwhataboutIbanathi?He

can'tgobacktojailagainthatwouldBreakus.Isit

onthebedandisighandIhearthedooropening.

"Uzodla?(Youaregonnaeat?)"

Inodded.Ifeltthebedandhelaidbesideme.

Me:"Kuyashesha(it'sfast)"

Nkosi:"inisthandwaSam?(Whatmylove?)"

Me:"lempilo(thislife)"

Nkosi:"itis"

Ilookedathim.



Me:"Idon'twannalooseyouThembinkosi"

Ifeltalumponmythroatandtearsweldupinmy

eyes.

Me:"Iwouldratherhaveyouinjailthaninagrave"

Nkosi:"comehere"

HepulledmetohimandIsobbedonhischest.

Nkosi:"ngidingaukuphantelaNinanoIba.(Ineed

toworkforyouandIba)Iwon'tdie"

Inodded.



Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Inodded.

Nkosi:"uyangiziba?(Areyouignoringme?)"

Ichuckleansniffed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Nkosi:"IamproudofwhoyouareNdalo.Youmake

mebeateasenow."

Noonehaseverbeenproudofme.Ifelthappyand

emotionalatthesametime.Ihuggedhim.

Me:"celasicambalalekancanebeforekufikauIba

(canwerestabitbeforeIbacomes.)"



Nkosi:"kuyashisaangaziNomaawuboni,

kungconosikhumule(it'shot,Idon'tknowifyou

seebutlet'sgetundressed.)"

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Hayino"

Nkosi:"butitnot"

Me:"Iamcold"

Heticklesme.



Nkosi:"Mkami(mywife)"

Me:"NoThembinkosi"

Nkosi:"Thetoponly"

Me:"youaresneaky"

WelaughedandIfeltlikevomiting.Igotoffhishold

andIrantothebathroomandivomited.Mythroat

wasburningafter.

Nkosi:"areyouok?"

IfeltlikevomitingagainandIdidandflushedafter

andIstoodupandbrushedmyteeth.

Me:"Iamok"



Hisphonerang.Hewalkedoutandwenttoattendit.

Iheldontothesink.Idon'tfeelgood.Iturnedand

mademywayoutonceIwasdoneandthenlaidon

thebedinthebedroom.Hewasout.Iclosedmy

eyesandjustrestedtherebeforeIgetsickagain.

.

.

Iwaswokenupbysomeoneshakingmyheadabit.

"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh"

Ididn'topenmyeyes.Iwasstillabittired.



"Ndalovuka(Ndalowakeup)"

IgroanedbeforeIopenedmyeyesandtheymetmy

littleman.Hesmiled,Ididthesameaswell.

Ibanathi:"Unjanimah?(Howareyoumom)"

Me:"comeandkiss"

Ikissedhischeekandhuggedhim.

Me:"umamaubekukhumbule(mommymissedyou

)"

Ibanathi:"Imissedyoutoo."



Webrokethehug.

Me:"uphiubabawakho?(Whereisyourdad?)"

Ibanathi:"ihaven'tseenhim"

Me:"gotakemyphone"

Heskippedtogotakemyphoneandhegaveitto

meandItookitanddialedThembinkosi.He

answeredonthefirstring.

Me:"ukuphi?(Whereareyou?)"

Nkosi:"ngizobuya(Iwillbeback)"

Me:"itbetterbenowbecauseIbanathiishere"



Nkosi:vIknow"

Hesighed.

Me:"heisyourson."

Nkosi:"ok.Iwillbetherein10minutes."

Me:"thankyou"

Hehungup.

Me:"wozaUsudlile?(Come,haveyoueaten?)"

Ibanathi:"Ngirite(Iamok)"



Me:"ok.Wearegoingtoliveherenow"

Ibanathi:"nobaba?(Withdad)"

Helaidhisheadonmychest.

Me:"nobaba(withdad)"

Hesmiledseemingexcited.

Ibanathi:"Ialwaysdreamofthat"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"isizoyenzekaboy(itwillhappenboy)"

Ibanathi:"mawucabangauzongithanda?(Doyou



thinkhewillloveme?)"

Me:"ukuthandakudlulayonkinto(helovesyou

morethananything)"

Ibanathi:"inganezithiesikoleniubabawami

uzohlalaejeleiminyaka(thekidsatschoolsaythat

dadwillbeinjailforyears)"

OhmyGod.

Me:"banamnga(theyarelying)"

Ibanathi:"Iknewit"

Igiggledandkissedhischeek.

Me:"helovesyou"



Iyawned.

Ibanathi:"Iknow"

Ilaughed.

.

.

.
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IpulledIbanathiclosertomebeforemyphonerang



andhetookitformeandlookedatitbeforeI

snatchedit.

Ibanathi:"Whoisthat?"

Me:"it'smyphone"

Ianswered.

Me:"Hello"

Nkosi:"ngingaphandle(Iamoutside)"

Me:"Hawuwhyungangeni?(Whydon'tyoucome

inside?)"

Nkosi:"Ndalo"



Me:"Okngiyeza(Iamcoming)",,

IhungupandIbanathilookedatme.

Me:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Weworeourshoesandiwenttothebathroomto

washmyfaceandbrushmyteethbeforewemade

ourwayout.TheywerebythecarandMahwas

makingherwayin.

Ibanathi:"Gogo"

Hewenttohugher.

Mah:"Mntanomntanami(mygrandchild)"



Ibanathi:"Ngiyobonaubaba(Iamgoingtoseedad

)"

Hewassoexcited.Youcouldhearitinhisvoice.

Mah:"Ngiyabonakhonaojabule(Iseesomeoneis

excited)"

Me:"Namingiyabona(Ialsosee)"

Welightlaugh.

Me:"Asambebasilindele(let'sgo.Theyarewaiting

forus)"

Mahmadehiswayinsideandwewenttowhere

NkosiwassittingwithhisbuddiesifIshouldsay.

Theskhovaguywasweird.Verymuchintimidating



aswelljustlikehowNkosiwasthefirsttime.Nkosi

threwawayhiscigarettewhenhesawusand

Ibanathirantohimandheldhiswaist.

Ibanathi:"Ngazileukuthiuweubabawami.Uyafana

nami(Iknewyouaremyfather.Youlooklikeme)"

Nkosididn'tknowwhattodo.

Skhova:"BambaicwaneNdoda(holdthechildman

)"

NkosibentdownandIbanathiandhimhada

staringcontestbeforeheletoutafistandtheyfist

bumpedbeforehehuggedhisson.Hebreathedout.

Ibanathi:"Ngiyakuthandababa.Umamauhleziethi

Uyangithanda(Iloveyoudadandmomalwayssay

youloveme)"



Nkosi:"Ngiyakuthandanamiboy.Kakhulu(Ilove

yousomuch)"

Ismiledandwipedatear.

Guy:"Namingifunaicwanemanje,meleumuntu

acithe(Iwantachildnow,Ihavetoalwayscum)"

Welaughed.NkosistoodupandIwenttothem.

Skhova:"wozalahboy(comehereboy)"

IbanathiwenttohimandNkositookmyhandand

kissedit.Iwipedatearonhisfaceandheclenched

hisjaw.

Nkosi:"AngazingiyokubongakanjaniMkami.(I



don'tknowhowIwilleverthankyoumywife)"

Hesniffedandclearedhisthroat.

Me:"Ukungisindisakwakhokwabaintoenkulu.

Lokhukuncane(yousavingmewasabigthing.

Thisissomethingsmall)"

Nkosi:"KukhuluKimi.Ngangekengicabange

ngingabaubaba(IneverthoughtIwouldbeadad.

)"

Ihuggedhim.

Me:"IloveyouNkosi.Alwaysandforever"

Nkosi:"NgizofelawenaNdalo.(Iwilldieforyou)"



Me:"don'ttalkaboutdeath"

Therewassilence.

"ZiyenzekakaMzo(it'shappeningatMzo's)"

Webrokethehug.

Nkosi:"gochange.Iwillstaywithhim"

Iperkedhislips.

Me:"AK-47yam(myAK-47)"

Hechuckled.Iletgoofhimandmademyway

insidemahwaswatchingTVwhileeatingandshe

lookedatme.



Mah:"howdiditgo?"

Ne:"kahlekakhulu.Ujabulilenezinyembezi

ngizibonile(verywell.Hewassohappyandtears

werethere)"

Mah:"yaziNdalongahlukunyezwaubabakaPhilani,

WazewamdalauThembinkosiwangikhipha

enyakanyakeniyomendowami.Akakazeajabule

nomaeseshadeuLondekakodwawena.Uletha

ukukhanyaempilweniyakhe.Indlelaoyio,(You

knowNdaloIwasabusedbyPhilani'sfather,until

Thembinkosiwasoldandheremovedmefroma

messysituationofmymarriage.Ihaveneverseen

himhappyevenwhenhemarriedLondekabutyou.

Youbringlightintohislife.Thewayyouare)"

Therewassilence.



Mah:"Godblessyouforthatmychild.Formaking

mysonhappy"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankGodforthatmah"

Mah:"Idoeveryday."

Me:"allthetime.Letmegoke"

IwenttothebathroomandIputwaterinthe

bathtubwhileIbrushedmyteethagainbeforeI

bathed.RightafterIgotoutandIwenttothe

bedroomweuseandIlotionedbeforeIgotdressed

inayellowbodyplacingdresswithblockheelsand

aleatherjacket.IdidmyselfjustabitsoIcould

lookgoodandItookmyphoneandbagandImade

mywayoutaftersayinggoodbyetoMah.Imade



mywaytotheboysandtheywerelisteningto

Ibanathitalking.

Guy:"Msheksomncane,Ngenalah(Msheksjnr,

getinhere)"

Me:"Ihopeyouarenotteachingmysonthings"

Ilookedatthem.

Guy:"Nosisterslutho(nomysisternothing)"

Me:"Ibanathigoinside"

Ibanathi:"kodwamah...(Butmom)"

Igavehimastare.



Ibanathi:"shoskhokho(bye)"

Hefistbumpedthemandtheygothimdownfrom

thebonnet.

Skhova:"shontwana"

Hewalkedoffwithhisheaddown.

Me:"uzobariteasambeni(hewillbeok.Let'sgo)"

Nkosiopenedthedoorforme.

Nkosi:"meseumuhlekanje(andwhenyouarethis

beautiful)"



Igotin.

Me:"melekucaceubaniumuntuwakho(ithasto

beclearwhoisyourwoman)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"MyGuluvakazi"

Heplacedhishandsonhischest.

Me:"Guluvaasambe(Guluvalet'sgo)"

Hechuckledandclosedthedoorbeforehewentto

hisside.Hegotinandhedroveoff.

.



.

WegottoMzo'sandalreadySiyandaandtheothers

arethere.It'sliketheyalwayshavetheirown

reservedparkingspot.PeoplewhoknewNkosi

weregreetinghimandallsincehewasoutandit

wasachilledplaceuntilthemanwemetatthemall

cMebyandhewinkedatmeanddidthecallsign.I

clickedmytonguebutIdoubtNkosisawhimsince

theyaredrinkinglikeafish.

Nkosi:"what'swrong?"

Hekissedmyneck.

Me:"Ijustsawafly"

Nkosi:"shouldItakecareofit?"



Me:"kurite(itok)"

Nkosi:"areyousure?"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"iamsure"

Nkosi:"Manqazake(kiss)"

Iperkedhislips.

Nkosi:",notlikethat"

Me:"kanjanimlungu(,howso?)"



Hechuckled

Nkosi:"likethis."

Heputhisbeeronthebonnetofthecarand

grabbedmywaistpullingmeinbetweenhimandhe

kissedmeandIresponded.Webrokeit.

Nkosi:"KanjaloMamuMajola(likethatMrs

Majola)",

Me:"Ngempela(really?)",

Hebithisbottomlipandnodded.Ileanedbyhisear

andwhispered.

Me:"awufuniumamuMajolaakutshengise

uphetheni?(Don'tyouwantMrsMajolatoshow



youwhatshehasgot?)"

Nkosi:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Nkosi:"come"

Wewentinsidethecarandhestartedthecarand

droveoff.Wereachedamorequietplaceandhe

unbuckledmybeltandpulledmetohimkissingme.

Me:"usile(youaresneaky)",

Nkosi:"uwenaovuseuMajola(youwokeMajolaup

)"

Me:"comehere"



IgotonhimandhelaidhisseatdownandIplaced

myhandsonhischest.Ileanedinandkissedhis

lipsandhegrabbedmybuttpullingmecloserandi

felthimandImoaned.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"letmetakecareofyousthandwaSam"

Hesmirked.IlovethismansomuchandIdon't

knowwhichamountofforceorloveGodpouredon

usbutit'salot.

Me:"babawezinganezam(fatherofmykids)",,

Nkosi:"asenzeenye.(Let'smakeanother)",



WegetintoitwhileIgigglehereandthere.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:28] :~SEASONFINALLY~

Insert78

IopenedthemirrorandfixedmyselfwhileNkosi

startedthecaranddroveoff.AsoldasNkosiisbut

heknowshowtomakeeverythingyoungand

exciting.



Me:"Ibawillbehappyonhisbirthdaythatyouare

here"

Nkosi:"Inini?(Whenisit?)"

Me:"Afewmonthsfromnow"

Nkosi:"Ihavetomakeitspecial."

Me:"uzokujabulelalokhosthandwaSam(hewill

lovethatmylove)"

Hesmiled.MyphonerangandItookit.Itwas

Siyanda.

Me:"Hello"

Nkosilookedatme.



Siyanda:"UphiuMsheks?(WhereisMsheks?)"

Me:"'ulaheduzekwami.Kwenzakalani?(Heisnext

tome.Whatisgoingon?)"

Siyanda:"MnikeiPhone(givehimthephone)"

Me:"SiyandatellmeIwillpassonthemessage."

Siyanda:"MnikeiPhone!(Gighimthephone!)"

Nkosisnatchedthephonefrommyear.

Nkosi:"Sho"

Ilookedathim.Hefrownedandnoddedto



whateverSiyandawassaying.Siyanda'stone

wasn'tnice.Itwaslikehewaspanickingor

something.

Nkosi:"ngiyazwakala(Iamcoming)"

Hedroppedthecallandthrewthephoneonmylap

andhefocusedontheroad.

Me:"Everythingok?"

Nkosi:"Weneedtogethome."

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"KancaneNdalongifunaukucabanga(A

minuteNdalo,Iwanttothink)"



Ikeptquiet.Thisisreallyscaringme.

Me:"Nkosi"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Angizwangakahlengicelaumiseimoto

kancane(Idon'tfeelwell,canyoustopthecarfora

second."

HeparkedbythecarandIopenedthedoorandI

vomitedandhegotoutofthecarandhecameby

mysidewithbottledwater.Nkosialwayskeeps

waterinthecarevenafteralltheseyears.He

washedthevomitawayandgavemewatertodrink.

Idrankandgavehimthebottlebackandheclosed

it.

Nkosi:"Urite?(Areyouok?)"



Inodded.

Me:"Sengigconwana(Iamfeelingok)"

Nkosi:"Uzobariteubusukubonke?(Areyougonna

beokthewholenight?)"

Me:"Nkosikwenzakalani?(Nkosiwhatisgoingon

)"

Nkosi:"AsambeNdalo(let'sgoNdalo)"

InoddedandhegotinthecarandIclosedthedoor.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Therewassilence

andhisspeedwasabithigh.Iwasfeelingabitok.

Wegothomeandcarswerewaitingforus.We

hoppedoutandIranpastSiyandatotheinside.I

gotinanditwassilent.



Me:"Iba"

Iwalkedinandcheckedalltheroomsanditwas

empty.

Me:"Nkosi"

Iturned.

Me:"UphiUmntanami?(Whereismychild?)"

SkhovagotinandNkositookoffhistop.

Nkosi:"ShintshaNdaloNomauyasala?(Change

Ndalooryouarestaying?)"



Me:"IphiinganeYamiThembinkosingifunaingane

Yami!!(WhereismychildThembinkosi?Iwantmy

child!)"

Ihithischest.Heheldmyhands.

Nkosi:"BamthathilenoMah.Asambe(theytook

them.Let'sgo)"

HechangedandIsankonthebed.

Me:"Balaphi?(Wherearethey?)"

Skhova:"SiyaeGomora(Wearegoingto

Alexandra)"

Itookoffmyheelsandchangedthedressandwore

leggingsandatopwithsneakers.Igotdoneand



walkedout.Iwenttotheoutsideandtheycameout

aswell.

Siyanda:"wewilldoourbest"

Inodded.

Nkosi:"Asambeni(let'sgo.)"

Wegotinthecars.Ilookedathimandhejust

focusedontheroadaheadandinnotimewewere

headingwhereweweresupposedtogo.Hisphone

rangasitwaschargedandhetookitoutand

answered.

Nkosi:"Mangibonaumnyakazocishakwasana(if

youseeanymovementkillanything.)"



Hehungup.

Me:"whotookIbanathi?"

Nkosi:"Thato"

Me:"Bengithiufile(Ithoughthewasdead)"

Helookedatme.

Nkosi:"ufile.Abanyeabakhe(heisdead.It'shis

friends)"

Inodded.Hisdrivingisscaryatthemomentbutwe

needtogettoIbanathiveryfast.Wegottoour

destinationandwehoppedoutofthecar.Nkosi

openedthebackandhandedmeagun.Itookitand

heclosedthebootandhepulledmetohim.



Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"Wayitholaindodanayethubalekaubuyele

ekhayainganeusabhekaemuva(ifyougetourson

run,don'tlookback.)"

Inodded.

Me:"promisemeyouwillbeok"

Nkosi:"ngiyathembisa(Ipromise)"

Iperkedhislips.



"Zithandaniasambeni(loverslet'sgo)"

Wegotoffeachother'sembraceandwentbetween

thehousestosomewhere.Itwasdarkatnightand

alreadygunshotswerebeingfired.Iheard

footstepsbehindmeandIstartedrunninglooking

forawayout.IhavealreadylostNkosiandthe

others.

"Babygal"

Iturnedanditwasthescarman.Hechuckledand

movedforward.Icrockedmygunandpointedat

himandhechuckled.

Me:"ufunani(whatdoyouwant?)"

Him:"wena(you)"



Ishothisshoulderandhestumbledbackabitand

hetookouthisgunandIshothishandandmy

shoulderstung.Iturnedandtwoguyswerebehind

mepointingagunmydirection.

Guy:"asambebeauty(let'sgobeauty)"

Iheldmyshoulderandtheypulledmewalkingaway

withme.

Me:"MmmmhNkosi"

Gunshotscamefrombehindusandtheywereboth

shot.Ikickedtheotheronewhowasclungingon

meanIturnedaroundandNkosicametome.

Nkosi:"hambauyeemotweni.(Gotothecar)"



Me:"ngekengihlale(Iwon'tjustsit)"

Nkosi:"hamba(go)"

HegavemeanintimidatinglookandIlookedatmy

armandInoddedandwalkedtothedirectionwhere

thecarsweresituated.Iwasgettingtiredandblood

wasjustoozing.

.

.
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IopenedthecarandItookthebottledwaterand

splasheditonmyshoulder.Itookoffmyleather

jacketandsplashedmorewaterandIlooked

around.Itwasdarkbutsomepeopleweremoving

around.Littlethough.IgotinthecarandIlookedat

mywound.It'sreallypainfulandIwillnotgetused

tobeingshot.Icouldn'tnursemyselfbutItooka

clothandIputitonmyshoulderandlaidback.I

hopeNkosifindsIbanathiandMah,usstayinghere

wasamistakebutIguessthereisnothingwecould

doatthismoment.Icouldhearthetiresscreeching

andgunshotsandIlookoutofthewindowand

peoplewererushingwhereevertheyweregoing.I

satupandIsawtheguyscomingtowardsthecar.

Nkosijustopenedthedoorandgotinbefore

closingthedoor.

Me:"Muphi?(Whereishe?)"

Nkosi:"Babalekenaye(theyranawaywithhim)"



Hestartedthecaranddroveoffinhighspeedand

theothersfollowed.Iturnedbackandlookedathim.

Ikeptmysilencebecauseyoucanseeheis

stressingasitis.

Me:"Wewillgetthem"

Nkosi:",Howisyourshoulder?"

Me:"It'sgoingtobeok"

Nkosi:"NgiyaxolisaNdalo,(IamsorryNdalo)"

Me:"Fanelesibatholenjekuphela(wehavetofind

themthat'sall)"

Henoddedandbithisbottomlip.Thecarsthatwe

werefollowingwereturningcornersandusaswell.



Thecarinfrontofustookadifferentroutebutthe

restturnedthesame.Nkosididn'tfollowit.

Me:"Theycouldbeinthere"

Nkosi:"abekho.Bayasibhayizisa(theyarenot

there.Theyaretryingtotrick,us)"

Me:"Kwakekwenzekalokhu?(Hasthisever

happenedbefore?)"

Nkosi:"Ndaloziyenzeka(Ndalothesethings

happen)"

Ikeepquiet.

Nkosi:"NgiyaxolisasthandwaSam.(Iamsorrymy

love)"



Me:"It'sok.Weareallstressed"

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.Thecarsinfrontof

uscametoascreechandturnedtofaceusandwe

stoppedaswell.Nkosihoppedouttakingagun

behindhimandtherestcameout.Ialsohoppedout

takingagunfromundertheseatandwewalked

towardsthecars.Notverymuchmengotoutand

theycameoutwithMahandIbawhotheyhadtheir

gunspointedtotheirheads.

Ibanathi:",Mama!"

Me:"Ibanathi"

Nkosi:"Youareoutnumbered.Incosinesgrizza

asize(Thechildandoldwomanshouldcome)"



Guy:"Kanjalonje?Ngekeyenzeke(justlikethat.It

won'thappen)"

Isteppedcloserandcrockedmygun.

Me:",BaletheNomakukhonaozofaandakuthina.

Nihluliwe.(Bringthemorsomeonewilldieandit's

notus.Youareoutnumbered("

Hechuckled.

Guy:"Mmmh"

Helookedaroundtohismen.

Siyanda:",Inkabiphansi(gunsdown)"

Therewassilence.



Guy:"Phansimajita(downboys)"

Theylookedathim.

Guy:"Phansi!!(Down)"

Theyallloweredtheirguns.

Nkosi:"Badedele(setthemfree)"

TheylookedatusbeforetheyletmahandIbago.

Irantohimandhuggedhim.

Me:"urite?(Youok?)"



Ibanathi:"YeahNdalongirite(yesNdalo.Iamok)"

Weheardsirens.

Skhova:"Amagata(thecops)"

Nkosi:"Asambeni(let'sleave)"

"kancanenje(waitabit)"

Istoodupandtheywerepointinggunsatus

Nkosi:"Ndalohambani(Ndaloleave)"

Thesirenswe'regettinglouder.

Me:"Let'sleave",



Ibanathi:"Kodwaubaba(butdad)"

Me:"Ibalet'sgo"

Gunshot!

Me:"OhmyGod"

Gunshots,gunshots!

Nkosi:"Ndalo!"

Igrabbediba'shandandweran

Gunshots!



Thesirensweregettinglouder.

Gunshot!

Me:"Nkosi!"

Tearsrolleddownmyeyes.

Gunshots!!!

.

.

.

Theend



[09/17,17:30] :Icouldn'tbreath.Mymindwasin

thoughtsandmybodywasinpainbuthekepton

shoutingatme.

"FocusNdalofocus!"

IwentdownonmykneesandIcried.

Me:"Ican't,Ican't"

Hewalkedclosertomeandcrouchedinfrontofme

andtouchedmyshoulder.

Me:"ImissNkosi.IwantNkosi"

Nhlanhla:"butheisinprison.Youwanthimout?"

Inodded.



Nhlanhla:"Thengethimout."

Me:"How?Nhlanhla10yearsandthereis

evidence.Iamjustastudentdoinglaw"

Nhlanhla:"Youcan.Therearealwaystwosidesof

thestory.Youneedtofindtherightone"

Me:"Whatarewedoinghere?"

HestoodupandpulledmeupandIlookedaround.

Somehouseshadlightsonandsomewereoff.

Nhlanhla:"Yourkingdom.Youclaimaplaceby

confidenceandpower.KillthesoftNdalo.Youare

Guluvakazi"



Ilookedaroundthetownshipareaandyoucould

hearsomemusicfromtheplacesaroundhere.

Me:"Whereisthemusiccomingfrom?"

Nhlanhla:"Eyadini,Itstartsathome.Justtake

everythingItaughtyouandapplyittolife.Youare

marriedtoNkosinowyouneedtoshowitjustlike

howyoudidwithLondie"

ItoldhimaboutLondiedyingandIdon'tknowwhat

hedidwithherbody.

Me:"itwasamistake."

Nhlanhla:"Protectingyourfamilyisnevera

mistakeNdalo.Isekasilah.Thathaisbhamu

uqhumiseinhlamvu(takethegunandreleasethe

bullet)"



Ilookedatthegunthatheishandingovertome

andthentakeit.It'sabitheavy.Thetraininghas

cameinhandywiththeattackswegetattimesand

alsolivingaloneasawomanwithasmallboy.

Me:"(closingmyeyes)youcandothisNdalo.

Stopbeingsoft."

Nhlanhla:"ImagineLondieputtingawayMsheks.

ImagineIbanathiwhenhegrowsupwithouthis

father.Imagineallthosepeoplewhoalwaysbullied

youinlife.ImaginePhilani"

Isawphilani'sfaceandmyangerrose.

Nhlanhla:"Phezulu!!!"

IshottheairthreetimesandIopenedmyeyes.



Nhlanhla:"Theywillstepoveryou"

IlookedathimashewalkedtothecarandIlooked

atthegunandIfollowedhimaswellandgotin

beforehereversedoutoftheyardinuMlazihouse.I

don'tknowwhoownsitbutIguessit'stheirs.

.

.
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IfeltmyheartbeatfastasIwentdownonmyknees



andtearsstreameddownmycheeks.

Me:"Nkosi!"

IshoutedbutIwasfeelingweak.Thesirenswere

closeenough.

Me:"Iba....Ibanathi!"

Icrawledclosertomybabywhowaslayingonthe

floor,Iheardtiresscreechingandcardoesopening.

"Freeze.Putyourhandsbehindyourback"

Me:"Ibanathi!!"

Icriedasbloodcameouthismouth.



Me:"UmntanamingifunainganeYamiIba!!!!Lalela

umamaboyngiyakucelaMfanawami!(mychild,I

wantmychild,Iba!!!Listentomommyboyplease

myboy)"

Thecopscuffedmeastheywentthedirection

wherewelefttherest.Thesirensweretoomuch

butitdidn'tmatter.Theypulledmeup.

Me:"Iba!!!Ibanathi"

Iwiggledmywayoutandrantohimbuttheypulled

mebackandoneoftheofficersputmeonhis

shoulder.

Me:"Ibanathi!!!Ibanathi!!"

TheythrewmeinthepolicevanbutIcarriedon



screamingandtheyclosedthebackofthevan.I

couldseethroughthelittlespacesastheycarried

himandIkeptonshoutingwithmytearsstreaming.

Ifeltdefeatedwhentheywereoutofsightandthe

vanstartedmoving.

Me:"NkosiNkosingiyaxolisangokubulalauLondie

NabanyengiyaxolisakodwauIbanathiakenzanga

aluthongiyakucela(LordLordIamsorryforkilling

londieandothers.IamsorrybutIbanathidid

nothingplease)"

Icouldfeelthelumpchockingmythroat.

Me:"NgivuleleningifunainganeYami!!!!(OpenupI

wantmychild!!)"

Isobbed.



Bangbang!

"Yeyiwenaibangaumsindo!(Youaremaking

noise)"

Ifeltsharppainsdownmyabdomenbutitdoesn't

painmeliketheimageofIbanathi.Iwanthim.I

wanthimclosetome.IcriedupuntilIfellasleep.

.

.

Thebackofthepolicevanopenedandtheypulled

meoutasIwassniffingmyway.Iwasn'ttheonly

onearrested.Isawsomeofthemenwhowere

thereepbeingbroughtinbutnoNkosi,Ibanathior

Siyandainsight.Iturnedtotheofficerwhowas

holdingmedirectingmeinside..



Me:"Iphiinganeyam?(Whereismychild?)"

Officer:"Akukholuthoezokulunywauwena

sboshwa(thereisnothingthatisgonnabetalked

byyouprisoner)"

Me:"IphiinganeYami!!!(whereismychild.?!)"

Hepushedmetothefrontdeskanduncuffedme.

Officer:"Ithupha(yourthumbs)"

Me:"Iwantmychild"

Theygrabbedmyhandandmademedofinger

printsandalotofthingsweredoneandacasewas

opened.Iwasthentakentoacellandtheyputme



inbeforelockingmeinwithotherwomenandIjust

laidonthefloorandcried.Mycrampsweregetting

wordedthanever.

Me:"Lordpleasepleasesavemysonandhusband.

Please"

Whistle

"Eitha"

Thefootstepswe'regettingcloserandalightkick

onmyback.

Me:"Ungalinge(don'tyoudare)"

Her:"Uzokwenzani?Iminaengiphethelelah(what

areyougonnado?Iaminchargeofthiswhole



place)"

Igetupfromthefloorandgroanfromthepainthat

isonmyshoulderandmystomach.

Me:"UyamaziuMsheks?(DoyouknowMsheks?

)"

Her:"Yahkeacava(yeahIknow)"

Me:"NgingusathanekaziwakheMina(Iamhis

devilness)"

ShelaughedandIkickedherstomachandshe

stumbledandhitthebars.

"Ooouuuh!!"



Anofficerappearedwhenshewasabouttoattack

me.

Officer:"Kwenzakalanilah.?Ntombiyakhewoza

(whatisgoingonhere.Hisgirlfriendcome)"

Sheopenedthecellbarsandpulledmeout.

Me:"uyangilimaza(youarehurtingme)"

Sheheldmetighterinflictingpain.

Me:"ah!"

Officer:"akuyonaiMovieleh.IsePolicestation(this

isnotamovie.Thisisapolicestation)"

Me:"AwubonangaUmntanami?(Didn'tyousee



mychild?)"

Officer:"ngigadainganeMina.?Ntombazane

ungangisanganeliMina(doIlookafterkids.Girl

don'tlooseyourscrewsonme)"

Ikeptquietasshedraggedme.Iwouldgroanhere

andthereduetopain.

.

.

.
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Ihavenevercriedmyselfsomuchinmylife.Ihave

neverprayedthatmuchinmywholeentirelife,I

wastakenoutofthecellonlytobeputbackinside.

Iwasworriedandthecrampswouldcomeandgo

aswell.Ifeltweakaswell.Thecellbarswerebeing

bangedandwealllookedattheofficer.Irubbedmy

eyesandsatproperly.

Officer:"BuhlebendaloMajola"

Istoodupwithbothofmyfeetandwentcloserto

her.

Me:"that'sme"

Officer:"Woza(come)"



Sheopenedthebarsandpulledmeout.Iflinched

andsheclosedthecellbeforedraggingmeaway.

Me:"Siyaphi?(Wherearewegoing?)"

Shekeptquiet.Wereachedthefront.

Officer:"Signhere"

ShehandedapentomeandIsignedwhatwas

needed.

Officer:"youarefreetogo"

Inodded.

Me:"igane...(Mychild)"



Officer:"Ubonilebemdubulakodwaangikwazi(you

sawthattheyshothimbutIdon'tknow)"

TearsweldedinmyeyesandIturnedandwalked

off.

Officer:"Yaziukuhlakazekanemigulukudu(Being

involvedwiththugs)"

Imademywayoutofthepolicestationand

Siyandawasbythecar.Irantohimandhugged

him.

Me:"SiyandangitsheleuNkosiurite(Siyanda

pleasetellmeNkosiisok)"

Siyanda:"Msheksugrand(Msheksisok)"



Heclearedhisthroat,Iletgoofhim.

Me:"MuphiuMahnoIbaumbonile?(Whereismah

?HaveyouseenIba?)"

Siyanda:"Asambesiyekhaya(let'sgohome)"

Me:"BadubuleUmntanamiSiyanda!!!ngifuna

Umntanami!!!(TheyshotmysonSiyanda!!!!Iwant

myson!!!)"

HeheldmyarmsandIcried.

Me:"Ngifunainganeyam(Iwantmychild)"

Siyanda:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"



HehuggedmeandIsobbed.

Me:"Iwantmychild."

Siyanda:"Asambe(let'sgo)"

HebreaksthehugandInodandwegetinthecar.I

hopehomehasmyson.Hestartedthecarand

brieflylookedatmebeforedrivingoff.Hewasin

yesterday'sclothesaswell.

Siyanda:"Weneedtotreatyourshoulder.Itmight

beinfected.

Me:"It'safleshwound"

Henodded.Ilookedoutsidethewindowaswe

drovethroughthestreetsofAlexandramakingour



wayouttoSoweto.

Me:"kuzolunga(itwillbeok)"

Iheldontomychest.Wefinallygotoutof

AlexandraandwewerejustenteringSoweto.I

smiledjustthinkingofyesterdaywhenIbawasso

excitedtoseehisfatherandthenitendedwiththe

wayIsawhim.

____

Gunshots!

Me:"Nkosi!"

TearsfelldownfrommyeyesandIwentonmy

knees.



Me:"Iba!!Ibanathi"

____

Theimageofhimlyingonthegroundasblood

cameoutofhismouth.

Me:"Heheardme.Heisok"

IhearSiyandasighbutIignorehim.Wereachhome

andtherearealotofBMWcarsandIknowit

Nkosi'smates.Wegotoutandmadeourwayinside.

Theguysweresittinginsilenceandthyturnedtheir

headstolookatus.Itookadeepbreathandcould

feelthetears.

Me:"(teary)Mu....muphiuMsheks?(Wher...

WhereisMsheks?)"



TheypointedtothebedroompassageandIrushed

tothebedroomandIgotinroughlyopeningthe

doorandhewassittingonthefloorsobbing.

Me:"(crying)Nkosiiphiinganeyam?(Nkosi

whereismychild)"

Hesniffed.Hiseyeswerebloodshotredandthere

wasabandageonhisthigh.

Me:"ThembinkosimuphiuIbanathi!!!(Thembinkosi

whereisIbanathi!!?)"

Hesniffed.

Siyanda:"Ndalo"



Hewasbehindme.

Nkosi:"uIbaushonileNdalo.Nomah,ba...(Ibais

deadNdalo.Mahaswellthey...)"

IfeltlikeIwasdyingorsomeonewaschoking.I

rushedtohim.

Me:"ubulaleinganeYamiThembinkosi!!!!!(You

killedmychildThembinkosi)"

IshoutedandSiyandaheldmebeforeIcouldeven

doanythingtohim.Hestoodup.

Me:"NgiyekeSiyandaNgiyeke!!(Leavemealone

Siyandaleaveme!!!!)"

Nkosi:"NgiyaxolisaNdalo(IamsorryNdalo)"



Tearsfellfromhiseyes.

Me:"voetsekyezwaThembinkosiVoetsek!!!!

UsorrywakhongekeubuyiseUmntanami

!!!(VoetsekYouhearThembinkosi?Voetsek!!!!

Yoursorrywon'tbeingbackmychild.!!!!)"

Siyanda:"Ndalo"

Me:"shutup!!!NgifunaUmntanamiMsheks

ngifunauIbanathi(IwantmychildMsheksIwant

Ibanathi)"

Helookeddown.

Nkosi:"Ndalo..n"



HejustwalkedoutandIcried

Me:"SiyandaIwantmychild"

Lumpswerechokingme,Isobbedloudly.

Me:"awuNkosiyam!(myGod)"

Siyanda:"Phephisa(sorry)"

HeheldmeandIcarriedonwailing.

.

.

IwokeupandIwasinbed.Iheldmychestandthe



painwasthere.IthoughtIwouldfinallybehappy

butit'salwayspainafterpain.

Me:"whyme?"

Idon'tknowreally.Igotoffthebedandmademy

waytothebathroomandIbathedwhilecryingandI

gotout.IwenttogetdressedandIcanhearpeople

signingfromthelounge.Igotdressedquicklyand

mademywayoutandwenttotheloungeandthere

werewomensingingandsomeoftheguys.

Me:"Kwenzakalanilah?(Whatisgoingonhere?)"

Woman:"eyisizwilengendabaezimbi.Siphatheke

kabiuKaMajolaubeyumamaolungileukuthiube

neshwalokuzalaimigulukudu(weheardaboutthe

badnews.WearedevistatedthatMsMajoladied.

Shewasagreatwomanit'sjustthatshehadbad

luckofhearingthugs.)"



Siyandawasabouttotalk.

Me:"Tseknonkelah!(Pissoffeveryone)"

Theygasped.

Me:"usukakwakhouzokhulumaudotilah.Sies

ikholwaelinjaniwena.Nxxphumani!(Youleave

yourhouseandyoutalkrubbishhere.Sieswhat

Christanareyou?Nxxout!)"

Women:"haibo!"

Siyanda:"celaniphume(pleaseleave)"

Theystartedmakingtheirwayout.



Me:"Siyanda"

Helookedatme.

Me:"ngifunabefile.IGautengyonkeubhekephansi

makumelenomangizozenzela(Iwantthemdead.

ThewholeofGautengupsidedownifithastobeor

Iwilldoitmyself.)"

"Awenziluthondalo(youarenotgoingtodothat

Ndalo)"

Ilookedathim.Iturnedandwalkedtothekitchen

andopenedthecupboards.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"yini?(What?)"



Nkosi:"iphuthaLami(it'smyfault)"

Ikeptonbangingthecupboardslookingfornothing.

Istoppedandheldmystomach.

Me:"kubuhlunguNkosi(ithurts.)"

Nkosi:"kubuhlungunami(Ithurtsaswell"

Isobbedandwentonmyknees.

Me:"Don'tcomecloseplease"

Hestoppedhistracks.

Nkosi:"(teary)inganeyethuNdalo!Umawami



ongizalayoNdalo!Bafenegnxayami.(Ourchild

Ndalo!MymotherNdalo!Theydiedbecauseofme

)"

Me:"Angikwazi,angikwaziukudlulisakunzima(I

can't.Ican'tletitpass.It'shard)"

Nkosi:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

HewalkedoutandIsobbedwhileholdingmyneck

andletthetearsflow.

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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"Uzowapholisa,uzowapholisa

amanxebaam

uzowapholis’ubaba

Uzowapholisa,uzowapholisa

amanxebaami

uzowapholis’ubaba..."

Aunty:"Makuthiwaufauyisela.Ngicabanga

kushiwonjalo(whentheysaydeathyouareathief.



Ithinkthat'showit'ssaid)"

Shetookouthernipanddrankdown.Ididn'tknow

Nkosi'sextendedfamilyfromhismother'sside,I

don'tevenknowwhohisfatherisbecausehehas

nevertalkedabouthim.Theygotofffromataxiand

setupeverything.Forcedmeonthemattressnext

tothisforeverdrinkingaunt.IwishIcouldhavea

glassaswellorbottleorthewholestorejustto

drownmysorrows.Istillhavethosepainsbutthey

havesubsided.Nkosiandtheguys,wellIdon't

knowwheretheywentbecauseilastsawthem

yesterday.Awomanstoodup.

Woman:"letscloseoureyesforaprayer"

Weallclosedoureyes.

__



Ibanathi:"NdalongiyakuthandaNobaba(NdaloI

loveyouanddad)"

__

IopenedmyeyesandwipedmytearsandIstood

up.

"Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)"

IwenttothebedroomthatIbawasgoingtouseand

IpresumeitwasPhilani's.Itookhisbagand

openeditandlaidouthisclothesbeforeIsatonthe

bedandlaidonthem.Ilookedattheceilingtrying

sohardtonotcry.ThedayIbirthedhimcameinto

mymindandflashedlikeadream.It'slikeIam

dreaming.Thedooropenedandthesmellof

Nicotineinvadedthewholeroom.



"Ngi....ngingangena?(Can..canIcomein?)"

Inodded.Heclearedhisthroatandmadehiswayin

andclosedthedoor.Ilookedathimandhewentto

ibanathi'sbagandtookouthisballandheheldit

thenputitdownandturnedtome.

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"

Inodded.

Me:"I..."

HeinterruptedMe.

Nkosi:"ngconosihlukane(weshoulddivorce)"

Ilookedathim.



Nkosi:"Iwouldratherloseyoutoheartbreakbut

notdeath"

Istillkeepquiet.

Me:"Msheksyinileh?(Mshekswhatisthis?)"

Ipointedatmyringandhisthatisonmyneck.

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"Lokufaongakufuniikonaokuyosihlukanisa.

Hayiabammeli(Thisdeaththatyouarescaredof

willseperateus.Notlawyer's)"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"WelostIba.Wecan'tlooseeachother."



Heclenchedhisjaws.Igotupfromthebedand

wentdownonmyknees.

Me"ngiyaxolisasthandwaSamkodwangiyakucela

,ngiyakuncenga.Ngekengikwazi(Iamsorrymy

lovebutplease.Ipleadyou.Ican't)"

Icry.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Ishookmyhead.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Ilookedupathim.



Me:"NgiyakucelaNkosingiyakucelaThembinkosi

ngiyakucela(pleaseNkosipleaseThembinkosi

please)"

Ipressedmyhandstogether.HepulledmeupandI

sobbedbeforehehuggedmeandIhuggedhimas

well.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Idon'twantto.YouaretheonlypersonIlove.

TheonlyfamilyIhaveleftwith.Ican'tlooseyou.

Ngamanekuphumeisdumbu(Iwouldratherhavea

bodyoutofhere)"

Nkosi:"don'ttalklikethat.Angifuniukuhlukana

nawekodwaimpiloyakhoisengcupheni(Idon't

wannabeseperatedfromyoubutyourlifeisin

danger)"



IlookedathimandheldhisfaceasshortasIam.

Me:"Wemightnotbemarriedinfrontofthepeople

orpastorandanointedbutwearemarriedandmy

vowstoyouisthatIloveyouanddeathwilldous

apart.ThroughthickandthinNkosi.Throughitall."

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Inodded.

Me:"Manqaza(kiss)"

Heperkedmylips.

Me:"hayikanjalo(notlikethat)"

HechuckledandIgiggledandIsniffedbeforehe



kissedmeandIreturnedit.Webrokeit.

Nkosi:"KuzopholaNini?(Whenwillitbeok?)"

Me:"Idon'tknowbutngikhona.Sokhalisana

siduduzane(butIamhere.Wewillcrytogetherand

comforteachother)"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"ngibuthakathaka(Iamweak)"

Me:"Lookatme"

Hedid.

Me:"thereisnowronginbeingweakbutwewillbe

strong"



HenoddedandIwipedhistears.Imoanedinpain.

Nkosi:"urite?(Areyouok?)'

Me:"IthinkIamgoingtogoonmyperiods"

Nkosi:"whenlastdidyougo?"

Me:"Idon'trememberbutIwillcheck"

Nkosinodded.

Nkosi:"Celasilale(canwesleep)"

Inoddedandopenedthecoversandtookoffour

shoesbeforewegotinbed.Hepulledmecloseto



himandIfeltabitbetterinhispresence.Weneed

eachotheratthismoment.

Me:"Phindefuthiuthiufunaukuhlukananami

ngizosibulalasobabili(sayagainyouwantusto

divorceandIwillkillusboth)"

Hechuckledsoftly.

Nkosi:"ngeke(Iwon't)"

Inodded.Iheardhimyawnbeforehisbreathing

wasloudandslow.Isighed.

Me:"Nkosiintandoyakhoibuhlungu(Lordyourwill

ishurting)"

Therewassilence.Iwasconsumedbysleepaswell.



.

.

Bang!Bang!

"YeyiNina!WeMakotiuMatrassawuzifudumezi

njalo(youtwo!Makotithemattressisnotwarming

itself.)"

Iopenedmyeyes.Itouchedmyshoulderanditwas

abithurt.IguessIsleptonthewrongside.

Me:"Uhmsiyezaaunty!(Wearecomingaunty)"

Aunty:"ninganyakazisiimbhede(don'tdothings

onthebed)"



Ifrowned.shewalkedoff.

Me:"Nkosi"

Ishookhim.

Nkosi:"mmmh"

Me:"vukaSthandwaSam.(Wakeupmylove)"

Nkosi:"(scratchydeepvoice)Angaziuyivusephi

yokuthiungibizeisthandwasakho(Idon'tknow

whereitcamefromthatyousuddenlycallmeyour

love)"

Me:"kantiawusonaisthandwaSam?(Aren'tyou

mylove?)"



Heopenedhiseyes.

Nkosi:"Iam"

Me:"manjeilaphiinkinga(nowwhereisthe

problem?)"

Iperkedhislips.

Nkosi:"Iamtired."

Me:"sleepthen.Iwillgomakefoodforyou"

Henoddedandkissedmyhandbeforeturningthe

otherwaywithcaution.IgotoffthebedandIwent

tothebathroom.Itookapeeandblooddroplets

cameout.



Me:"ohthankGod.Ithoughttheywouldn'tcome"

Iwipedmyselfandthentookabathbecauseitwas

asmallmess.AfterIwasdoneIgotoutandwentto

getdressedappropriatelyinthebedroomandthen

walkedouttothekitchen.Theaunt'swerethere.

Aunty:"UThembinkosiwamcoshaphilomakoti

omncane?(WheredidThembinkosifindthisyoung

wife?)"

Iwenttocheckthepotsandfoodwascooked.

Aunty2:"mychildhowoldareyou?"

Itookaplateandturnedtothem.



Me:"25"

Aunty:"ewuinganeleh(thisisachild)"

Theyshooktheirheads.

Me:"Uthandoalunanombolo(lovehasnonumber

)"

TheykeptquietandIcarriedondishing.Iwarmed

upthefoodwhenIwasdoneastookittoNkosi.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Itooktheplateafterhewasdoneeatingandlooked

athim.Yeswebothlostachildtogetherbuthelost

twomostimportantpeopleinhislife.Amotherand

asonaswell,Icouldn'tstarttoimaginehowheis

feelingatthemoment,Inevergrewuparoundmy

mothertillshediedbuthedidandsawherdie

infrontofhim.

Me:"uzobariteulalawedwa?(Youaregonnabeok

sleepingalone?)"

Iwasworriedabouthim.Hurtcouldbringoutalotof

things.

Nkosi:"Yeah"

Hekissedmylips.



Nkosi:"ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyouok?)"

Inodded.

Me:"phumula(rest)"

IstoodupwiththeplateandIwalkedoutandwent

tothekitchen.Iwashedtheplateandheldontomy

stomachasthecrampsweren'tgettingok.

"Urite?(Areyouok?)"

Me:",yeahislumo(it'speriodpains)"

Helookedatmeandnodded.



Me:"celaungibaseleamanzi(pleasewarmsome

waterforme)"

Hewenttothekettleandhewarmedmywater.I

carriedonwashingthedishandIdroppedtothe

floorandherushedtome.Tearsstreameddown

mycheeks.

Skhova:"asambe(come)"

Me:",ah!"

Aunty:"haiboMakotiakuqedekiyini?(Aren'tyou

gettingdone.)"

Skhovapickedmeup.

Auntylookedatme.



Aunty:"issheok?"

Skhova:"tellMsheksItookhertothehospital"

Aunty:"ngeslumo?(forperiodpains?)"

Sheclappedherhands.Skhovarushedoutcarrying

thecryingme.Ikeptonholdingmystomachandhe

placedmeinthecarandwenttohissideandgotin

anddroveoff.

Me:"Mmmmh"

Skhova:"isitpainful?"

Inodded.



Me:"it'sbad,ithasneverbeenthisbad"

Skhova:"odokotelabazobonaukuthizikhiphani

(theDrswillseewhat'sgoingon)"

IdidbreathingexcersiescauseatthispointIdon't

knowreally.Wereachedthehospitalandhecarried

meoutandrushedinside.Thenursecamewitha

stretcherbeforethewheeledmeaway.Icouldstill

seethelightsbutblurrybecauseofthepain.I

closedmyeyesrollingonthehospitalbed.

.

.

IwokeupandthepainwasbetterbutIwaswearing

anoxygenmask.Ilookedaroundandtherewasa

machinenexttomeaswell.ItriedtositupandI



succeededandthedooropenedandNkosigotin

andcametomysideandhuggedme.Itookofthe

mask.

Me:"Iamok"

Nkosi:"Iwasworried"

Me:"don'tbe"

"Ohgoodyouareawake"

Webrokethehugandlookedatthedirectionofthe

doorandcameinaDr.

Dr:"hi,IamDTaylorandIwillbetakingcareof

youinyourstayandmonitoringyou"



Me:"Ican'tstayhere.Ineedtoprepareformy

son'sfuneral"

Dr:"welllet'sstartwiththereasonwhyyouareher"

Sheopenedherfile..

Dr:"Iconductedsometestresultsandallare

negativeexceptforpregnancy"

Me:"what?"

Dr:"yespregnancybutyourbloodpressurelevels

aretoohighcausingyoutoMiscarryoneofthe

twins,Ipresume"

Me:"Twins?"



Dr:"wewilldoaSonographytocheckhowmany

youareexpectingsinceyouarestillpregnant"

Iamjusttooshocked.

Dr:"aboutyoubloodpressure.Highbloodpressure

duringpregnancyisdefinedas140mmHgor

highersystolic,withdiastolic90mmHgorhigher.

yoursisveryhighandthatiswhat'sgonnakeep

youinhereforawhiletillIamhappywithyour

results.Nowletmegoandfetchthemachine"

Shesignedsomepapersandputtheminafile

beforeshewalkedout.Iamscaredandhurtaswell

thatIlostanotherchild.

Me:",Nkosi"

Helookedatme.



Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Ijustcried.Iamscared,IthoughtIwillhavekids

againwhenIamreadyandhealedandsoasNkosi

butthisisbeyondme.

Nkosi:"ungakhali(don'tcry)"

Me:"ngiyasaba(Iamscared)"

Nkosi:"metoo"

WestayedinsilencetilltheDrcamebackandthe

machinewassetup.ShetoldmetolaydownandI

didandshepulledupthehospitalgownandapplied

thecoldgelonme.Icouldn'tseeanychangewith

mystomach.Shemovedthescanonthegel.



Dr:",youareoneofthoseveryblessedfamilywow"

Me:"whatisitDr?"

Dr:"youexpectingquintuplets"

Nkosi:"thatis?"

Dr:"5kids,youweregoingtohaveseptuplets

whichare7kidsbutyoumiscarriedtwoofyour

fetus"

Shewipedthegeloff.

Dr:"Iwillbebacklatertocheckuponyou"



Inodded.5Children?Thislife?Howarewegoing

tohandleit?IlookedatNkosi.

Nkosi:"inzima(thisishard)"

Itisreally.

Me:"doyouwantthem?"

Ilookedathimandhenoddedthenkissedmy

stomach.

Nkosi:"IwantthemandIwillprotectthemand

spendtimewiththem"

Icouldfeelalumponmythroat.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuch"



Inodded.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IguessIdon'tandwillneverfullyunderstandthis

life.ItallNkosiknowsIknowbutthatwasbefore

meandIba,thatwaswhenhedidn'thaveachildto

worryaboutandnowithasprovenhowmore



dangerousitistobehereinJohannesburg,I

wonderwhatdoesNkosihavethatthreatenspeople

aroundheresomuchtowanttodosuchcruelty.

Lookwhoisspeaking.IsighandtheDrwalksinmy

ear.

Me:"Iwanttobehome.Ineedtobehomedr"

Dr:"yourbloodpressurelevelsaregoingtoitsstate

andyouarecalmingdownaswell"

Inodded.

Dr:"IwillletyougotodaybutIwillsetyoufornext

weekforanappointment,Ihavetomonitoryou"

Me:"thankyou"



Shenoddedandwrotesomethingsdownbefore

shewalkedout.Ilaidbackonthebed.IwishIhad

myphoneherbutIwanttoinvestigatethosepeople.

Ihavetoknowwhatreallytheyareupto.Ineedto

beastepaheadevenaheadofmyhusband.Ineed

toprotectthesekids.ItouchmystomachandIfall

backtosleep.

.

.

IwokelaterandtheDrdischargedme.Siyandawas

heretofetchmebecauseNkosihadsomeerrands

torun.

Me:"Siyanda"

Isaidassoonaswegotinthecar.



Siyanda:"Ndalo"

Me:"Iamtired"

Siyanda:"HadeMaraayikhointoesingayenza

NdaloNomakuthiwaufunakangakanani(sorry

Ndalobutthereisnothingwecandoevenifwe

wantedto)"

Me:"ngobanilempilo?(Whythislife?)"

Ifrownlookingathim.

Siyanda:"NgobalempiloIbekaigawulaetafuleni

kusekelasisayincosi,iyasiqhokisafuthiisinika

impiloengconokakhulukunalahsophikakhona

(becausethislifeputfoodonthetablesincewe

wereyoung,itclothesusanditgivesusavery



betterlife)"

Tearsweldmyeyes.

Siyanda:"askies(sorry)"

Inodded.

Me:"ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)"

Siyanda:"Wangenaakukhoukuphuma.Kunzima

ukuphuma(whenyouareinthereisnowayout.It's

hardtoleaveit)"

Inodded.Ireallywishtherewasadifferentway,I

justhavetogowithmyplanfornowIguess.

Me:"UbaniuCasearnoGrinder?(WhoisCasear



andgrinder.?)"

Siyanda:"Howdoyouknowthem?"

Me:"Theyvisitedyesterday.Didn'tNkositellyou?"

Heshookhishead.

Siyanda:"uohezukwamiuMsheks?(Whatis

Msheksupto?)"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

AndIamyettofindoutwhattheyareallupto.

Therewassilenceinthecartillwegothome.We

gotoffthecarandmadeourwayinside.

Aunty:"uphumaphi?(Wherewereyou?)"



Siyanda:"shewasatthehospital.Idinga

ukuphumula(sheneedstorest)"

SheshookherheadlookingatmeandImademy

waytothebedroom.Iclosedthedoprandtookmy

phoneandiwenttomycontactsandranghim.It

tookthreeringsbeforeheanswered.

Nhlanhla:"Sho"

Me:"Nhlanhlangidingaifavourencanekodwa

ungatshelimuntu(NhlanhlaIneedasmallfavour

butdon'ttellanyone)"

Nhlanhla:"Sho"

Me:"ngifunaungihlalelephezukwaCaeserno

Grinder(IwantyoutoinvestigateCaeserand



Grinder)"

Nhlanhla:"Amanziamancane.(That'snothing)"

Me:"Nkosiusaphithelweikhandauthathainqumo

ezinengozi(Nkosiisstillnotoksoheistaking

irrationaldecisions.)"

Nhlanhla:"NgizokubonaksasaGuluvakazi(Iwill

seeyoutomorrowGuluvakazi)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"ok.Thankyou"

Nhlanhla:"Anytime.Othingiphuthume(,letme

leave)"



HehungupandIsatonthebed.MaybeIshouldget

myselfaswellclosertotheladies.Ijustneedtobe

incontactwiththemthenit'sallsetfornow.Igotin

bedandtookarestabit.

*NARRATED*

Nkosi:"Caeser"

HewalkedinfurtherandCaeserdroppedhisphone

callandGoitsegavethemsomespace.Shewentto

thekitchenjusttopasssometimewhilethemen

wereinthestudytalking.

Nkosi:"whatdoyouwant?"

CaeserchuckledandNkosijustkepthisface.



Caeser:"Youhavealwayshaditall"

Hemovedhistoycararoundthatwasonhisdesk.

Nkosi:"Idon'tseeaprobleminthat."

Caeser:"youleft,whyareyouback?"

Nkosi:"ican'tkeeponrunning.Thisismyhood,I

grewupinitandIwilldieinit.Thisismyplace"

Caeser:"Youknowyouarestartingunecessarywar.

GobacktoDurban"

Nkosi:"Iwon'tandIwillstayinhere.Thisismy

hoodspinnow."

Hestoodup.



Nkosi:"Seeyouinthenextmeeting"

CaeserclenchedhisjawsasNkosiwalkedout.He

threwthetoyacrosstheroomandafewminutes

laterhiswifecamein.

Goitse:"Thando"

Thando:"Getclosertothewife"

Goitse:"ok"

Thando:"Wewilllooseallthemoneyifhegetsin

thegame.Peoplepreferdoingbusinesswithhim

becauseheknowstheinsandoutsofSowetointhe

backofhishandthat'swhypeoplewanthimdead."



Goitse:"Ihavebeenwaitingforsuch.usekeua

tšoenyeha(don'tworry)"

Helookedather.

Goitse:"Iwillsortitoutforyou"

Hesmiled.

Thando:"that'swhyIloveyou"

Hepulledhertohimandkissedhersoftly

.

.



.
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TomorrowwewillburyMahandIbanathi,itstill

feelslikeadream.ThatIlostmysonlikethat,I

rememberhowyoungIwaswhenIhadhim.Inever

thoughtIwouldloosehimthissoon.Iwasforced

onthemattressagainandIdidn'targue.Atleast

Nkosiisheretodayandnotrunningtowhereever.

BoMalumearesettinguphatsnecessary.Their

bodieswon'tcomeherebutwillstayinthemotuary

tilltomorrowherewewilljusttakethemtochurch.

Wecan'tseethemaswell.Forbringingthemhere

wearegoingtobebringingindarknessandthebad

luckandviolencewillfollowus,alreadyitfollows

us.Wecan'tseethembecauseofthewaytheydied.

Thesetraditionsthough,auntywassleepingnextto

me.Heralcoholknockedheroffprettygoodaswell.



Malume:"Makoti"

Ilookedup.

Me:"Malume"

Malume:"Kunomsebenzik'melewenziweemva

kokufihlaumfana(thereisasmallceremonythat

needstobedoneafterburyingtheboy)"

Me:"for?"

Malume:"ukukhiohaimoyaemibi(tochaseoutevil

spirits)"

Me:"indodanayamakanayoimoyaemibi(myson

doesn'thavebadspirits)"



Aunty2:"it'stradition"

Me:"ok"

Ididn'twanttoarguewiththem.Therewasa

womanwearingafurrycoatandadresswithheels

andglassesthatwalkedin.

Her:"Ninjaninje!(Howareyou!)"

Theaunt'sstoodup.

Aunty3:"phumalah!(Getout)"

Aunty2:"Lehemgodiniwakho(fromtheholeyou

camefrom!)"

Shetookoffhersunglasses.



Woman:"haibo"

Aunty3:"Thembinkosi!!!"

Whatisgoingon?Whoisthiswoman?Shelooked

atmeandfrowned.

Her:"haibosisubanikewenauzohlalakoMatras

ongabazi(whoareyoutositonuknownmattresses

?)"

Aunty2:"uzosihlayelalahwena(youarehereto

driveiscrazy)"

Otherpeoplewalkedinthesamelevelasthis

woman.Theymustbeveryrich.



Malume:"Celaniphume.Udadewethuakanifunilah

(Pleaseleave.Oursisterdoesn'twantyouhere)"

Man:"Butthat'sourSisterinlawwhodied!"

Woman:"Mtshelewenamfwethu!(Tellhimmy

brother!)"

Aunty2:"YhoYhoayiNkosiungicuphilengocicane

namhlanje(ohmyGod.Youaretestingmetoday)"

Shesaidwithhandsonherhead.

Aunty3:"Thembinkosi!!"

Istoodupfromthemattress.

Woman2:"ubanikeloh?(Whoisthis?)"



Aunty2:"akusondabayakho(it'snonofyour

business)"

Iworemyshoesandwenttothebedroomtocheck

forThembinkosi.Icouldstillhearthecommotion.I

couldn'tfindhimsoIwentoutsideandstillnothing

untilIsawacarapproachingmeandIwaitandit

stoppedinfrontofmeandanotherfollowed.

NhlanhlaandSkhovahoppedoutofthefirstone

thenthesecondoneSiyandaandThembinkosi

hoppedout.

Nkosi:"zikhiphani?(Whatwrong?)"

Me:"OmalumebakhonomaoAuntybakhoabanye

kodwakuyaxatswanalaphaungaphakathi(your

uncle's,oraunt's,yourotherfamilybuttheyare

fightinginside)"



Herushedpastme.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Ngiyancenga(Iamtrying)"

Nhlanhla:"kuzolunga(itwillbeok)"

Inoddedandwewalkedinside,itwasabitsilent

onlyNkosiwastalking.

Nkosi:"anithathelemlenzeyenuniphumelay'khaya

(takeyourlegsandgetoutofthishouse)"



Woman:"Nge....(We...)"

Nkosi:"Tsekyezwa?phuma(Pissoff.Getout)"

Thewomenclickedtheirtonguesandwalkedout.

Aunty:"kwenzakalani?(Whatisgoingon?)"

Nkosiwenttothebedrooms.Iwonderwhoreally

arethosepeople.Ifollowedhimandhewas

undressinghisclothes.

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

Iamnotreadyfortomorrow.



Nkosi:"Iwasn'tready"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"metoo"

Iwalkedtohimandheldhisarm.

Me:"lookatme"

Hedid.hiseyeswereredandglossy.Hejust

groanedandIlethimgoandhestartedmessingup

theroom.Ijuststoodthereandlethimbefora

whiletillhecalmeddown.

Me:"Nkosi"

IwentclosertohimwhenIsawhewasn'tthrowing



afitandhuggedhim.

Me:"Kuzolunga(itwillbeok)"

Nkosi:"Bazelenilah.Bahlukumezaumah(whydid

theycomehere,theyilltreatedmymother)"

Icouldfeelhisheavybreathing.

Me:"whoarethey?"

Nkosi:"Philani'saunt's"

Inodded.

Me:"ngikhona(Iamhere)"



Heheldmeback.

Nkosi:"thankyou"

Inoddedandwestayedinthatposition.

.

.

"Ophuzayokulaw'amanzi

Ophuzayokulaw'amanzi

Ophuzayokulaw'amanzi

Akominaphakadeqha…"



Thewomensangatthememorialservice.Thelast

timeIwenttochurchwasatPhilani'sfuneral,don't

evenknowthesongsthattheysing.Ihavebathed

andIamcleanaswellasIamsittingonthe

mattress.Theauntnexttomeisbetter,shehasn't

touchedhernip.NotevenonceforTwohours

whichisarecordsinceIhavemether.Thepastor

conductsthewholememorialservicebutmymind

isnotthere.

_____

Ibanathi:"ngiyakuthandaNdalonobaba(Iloveyou

Ndaloanddad)"

____

Iwipemytears.Iwishtohearhisvoiceallover

again.Seehisfaceandtouchandhughim.Go



backtothemomentIheldhiminmyarms.Inamed

himNkosibanathiforareason"Godbewithus

please".IlookedatNkosiandhewasjustsilent.

Atleastheknowshisextendedfamilyandtheylove

him.Iliterallyhavenooneinmylife.WithoutNkosi

Iwillbeallalone.It'sjustusandtheonesgrowing

insideofme.Iwilldoanythingtoprotectthem.I

woulddiedoingso.Iheldmystomachasthe

pastorpreached.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Ilookedatmyselfthroughthemirrorandsoas

Nkosiwhowasfixinghimself.It'sthedayofthe



funeralandIhavebeenvomitingsincemorning,

OMalumesaidIshouldlicktacartirethendrink

watersoIwouldn'tvomit.Iwasreluctantatfirstbut

thenIdiditandIamfeelingoknow.Iranmy

fingersonmydressandIturnedtohim.Heseemed

frustratedwhilehewasputtingawatchon.Nosuit

oranythingjusthisusualattire.Blackshirt,Black

pantswithshoesandachainaroundhisneck

typicalkasigangsterbuthealwaysmakesitlook

attractiveinsomewayorisitbecauseIlove

everythingofhis.

Me:"othingikusize(letmehelpyou)"

HegivesmethewatchandItakehiswristandIput

thewatchon.HesighsafterIamdone.

Nkosi:"Thankyou.Angazingingayiningaphandle

kwakho(Idon'tknowwhatIwouldbewithoutyou

)"



Iperkedhislips.

Me:"samehere"

AknockcamefromthedoorandIsaidcomeinand

thepersonopenedthedoor.

Siyanda:"Siyavayanou(weareleavingnow)"

Nkosi:"Siyazwakala(wearecoming)"

Henoddedandwalkedout.Hesatonthebedand

pulledmetohim.Hekissedmystomach.

Nkosi:"UgogonoBhutiwenibazobaIdlozimanje,

KonkeenikufunayoAngekengikwaziukukwenza

ngicelabona,ngiyezwaBafanabam(your



grandmotherandbrotheraregonnabeancestors

now.EverythingyouwantthatIcan'tdojustask

themandtheywillgrantit,youhearmyboys?)"

Me:"whatiftheyaregirls?"

Nkosi:"Idon'tcare"

Ibrushedhischeek.

Me:"asambe(let'sleave)"

HestoodupandItookmyclutchandwewalked

out.Theauntieswereoutsidesingingalreadyand

holdingsomeplant.Itwassaidtheyweregetting

mahandibanathi'sspirit.Iwastryingsomuchto

bestrongbutIcouldfeelthattearswanttocome

out.WefinallyallgotinthecarsandTaxiandweall

leftforchurch.ItscaresmesometimeswhenNkosi



isthissilent.It'slikeheisstuckinhisownworld.I

haveneverseenhimlikethisbutIwilllethimbe.

Nkosi:"Uphetheisbhambusakho?(Doyouhave

yourgun?)"

Itookitoutoftheclutchbagandputinitandhe

nodded.Wegottothehallandaconvoyof

Gusheshe'sandBMW'sweredrivingintopark.

NkosiparkedandItookhishandandbreathedout.

HekisseditbeforewebothgotoutandIworemy

shades.Weclosedthedoorsandhecametomy

sideandtookmyhandandwewalkedinsidethe

hall.Itwasnicelydecoratedandthecasketswere

bothinfrontandaphotoofMahandoneofIba.

Thatsmile,thatwillforeverseeinphotosonly.I

wipedmytearsunderthesunglassesandwewent

tositatthefront.Thewholehallwasfilledwith

peopleandsomecouldn'tfitinaswell.Ididn'thear

thethingsthatweresaidatthefuneral.Mah's

sistersandfriendssaidtouchingwordsaswell,so



asThembinkosiandforIbaitwasjustus.Iamthe

onewhowillbetalkingonbehalfoftheparents.I

stoodupslowlyasIfeltmykneesshakingandwent

togetthemic.

Me:"Ngiyanibingelela,Ngiyanibongangokubalah

(Igreetyouandthankyouforbeinghere)"

Crowd:"Amen"

IsniffedandIfeltasharppaininmyeyes.Icouldn't

keepittogetheranymore.

Me:"Ibanathi,Nkosibanathi.Iamtheonewho

namedhimandhisfatherloveditaswell.Inamed

himas"Godbewithus"becausesinceIwasyoung

IwentthroughhardshipsandstilldobutwhenI

was19Ifellpregnantwithhim.Kwakuyisikhathi

esihlenesinzimangimthwele(itwasagoodand

badperiodwhenIwaspregnantwithhim.)"



Itriedtowipemytearsbuttheykeptonflowing.I

tookoffthesunglasses.

Me:"Ibawasawonderfulchild,alwayssmiledand

alsolovedverymuch.Yizeebengamaziubaba

wakhesonkelesisikhathiesemhlabeni(even

thoughhedidn'tknowhisfatherforalltheyearson

earth)buthealwayslovedhim."

Crowd:"mmmh"

IlookedatNkosiandhewaslookingdown.Iwiped

mytears

Me:"(chuckling)athiNdalongiyakuthandaKanye

nobaba,wayenalolothando(HewouldsayNdaloI

loveyouanddad,hehadthatlove)"



Nkosistoodupandwalkedout,Nhlanhlafollowed

him.

Me:"ngiyakuthandakhehla,Sinobaba.Uyohlala

usenhlizwenizethungunaphakade(Iloveyouboy

,withyourfather.Youwillalwaysbeinourhearts

forever)"

IhavethemictotheMCandwenttotheoutside.I

wipedmytearsandNhlanhlawastalkingtoNkosi.

Nhlanhla:"Mshekskwenzekile.Iphuthacela

ungazishayisi,ubungazikuzobanje(Msheksit

happened.Itwasamistakepleasedon'tbeat

yourselfup,youdidn'tknowitwouldbelikethis)"

Me:"Nkosi"

Heturnedandyoucouldseehewascrying.



Nkosi:"MasekuphelilelahuphindelanoNhlanhla

(whenallofthisisdoneyougobackwithNhlanhla

)"

Me:"gobackwhere,?"

Nkosi:"Durban"

Me:"ungangisanganisiThembinkosiplease

esontweni,YekaukusanganaAngekengikushiye

(don'tdrivemecrazyThembinkosipleaseinchurch

,stopbeingcrazyIwon'tleaveyou)"

Nkosi:"YouwanttodieNdalo!?Youwantourkids

todieaswelllikeIbaandmah!!!!?

Me:"theywon'tdie,wewouldn'tletthat.We(I

pointedathischestaggressivelyandmineaswell)



Wewouldn'tletthathappenagain.MahandIbawas

ahugelessontous,yekaukuvalekaamehlo

!!!(Stopbeingblind)ILoveyouok?Weloveyou

andwewon'tleaveevenifyoudragme"

Nkosi:"Kumelengikudonseke(Ihavetodragyou

then)"

Hesteppedcloser

Nhlanhla:"hayibafo(noman)"

Me:"Nolethim.Ngifunaukubona(Iwanttosee)"

Ihaven'tneverseenNkosilikethisandthatwasthe

firsttimeofhimshoutingatme.

Nkosi:"don'ttestmeNdalo"



Me:"youwanttohitmeThembinkosi?Isthatwhat

youwanttodo?"

Nhlanhla:"calmdown"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"wearemarriedforgoodnesssake.Whatwe

shouldbedoingisstickingnexttoeachotherasa

marriedcouplenotwhatwearedoing,Through

thickandthinuntildeathdousapartThembinkosi.

AtthismomentIcan'tevenlookatyoubecauseyou

putyourlifefirstthanyourfamily.IknowIama

strangerbutyourkidsforGoddamnsakeMsheks!"

Ibreathedheavily

Nhlanhla:"calmdown."



Me:"Ican'tevenlookatyourightnow"

Itookoffthenecklaceandthrewitathimand

walkedoffinsidethechurch,Isatdownnextto

Siyanda.

Siyanda:"ugrand?(Youok?)"

Me:"yeahngimoja(Iamok)"

Henodded.Welistenedtotherestoftheservice

untilwehadtogotothecemetery,theGusheshe's

werespunandgunshotsshotintheairaswell.I

sawCaeserandhiswifeatthefuneralandmy

stomachjustturned.Itwasnowturnedtoa

gangsterhavoc.Alotofthingswentmissing

though.Watches,phonesandcarsaswell.Iam

notsurprisedit'sjustthattheyhadtheguytodo

that.Ifeelsorryforthosewhohaslosttheircars.I



hadtoleavewithNkosiagainandIamnotlooking

forwardtoit.Iammadathimsoverymuch.Igetin

thecarandIwaitforhimadsomeoneknockson

mywindow.Irollitdown.

Her:"Hiit'sGoitserememberme?"

Shehadasmile.OhIrememberyou,Iamaboutto

showyounottomesswithwhobutfornowIalso

smile.

Me:"hi"

Goitse:"Iamsorryforyourloss"

Me:"thankyou"

Goitse:"weshouldhavesomelunchsomedayjust



togettoknoweachotherandbeingyourfriendsif

youwant"

Me:"unfortunatelyIdon'thavefriends"

Goitse:"bummer"

Sheisgoodatthisactingthing.

Me:"wecanstillhavelunchthough.Imeanour

husbandsarefriendssowhyshouldn'twe?"

Shehadasmirk.

Goitse:"perfectthen.Justgivemeyournumber"

Igavehermynumberandshesaidhergoodbyes

andleft.Nkosiopenedthedoorandthrewhisgun



inandgotonaswell.Ilookedoutsidethewindow

andbuckledupwhenhestartedthecar.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"ngiphethweikhanda(Ihaveaheadache)"

Hekeptquietanddroveoff.

Me:"Iwillleaveyouasperrequest.It'snouse

wantingtoconstantlystay,sengizobaiscefe

somuntu(Iwillbeanuisance)"

Nkosi:"don'tsaythat"

Me:"ufunangithiniThembinkosi?Oh

ngiyakuthandaNkosi(whatdoyouwantmetosay

Thembinkosi?OhIloveyouNkosi)"



Nkosi:"awusangithandi?(Youdon'tloveme

anymore?)"

Me:"angishongonjalo(Ididn'tsaythat)"

Nkosi:"thenwhatdoyoumean?"

Me:"ayiNkosiuzongibangelaihighhigh(Nkosi

youwillrisemybloodpressure)"

Nkosi:"siyakhulumanjelah(wearetalkinghere)"

Me:"ohmesekuthanawenausufunaukukhuluma

(ohwhenyouwantto,youwanttotalk?)"

Weapproachedhomeandtherewerealotofcarsas

well.



Nkosi:"ukuk'shadainganeistress(marryingakid

isstress)"

Yohthatonefueledmeup.

Me:"voetsekneh,asihlukanemengobalengane

iyakucikaushadeontangabakhoNx(voetsekok,

let'sdivorcethenifthiskidisbeinganuisanceand

marrypeopleyouragenx)"

Itookoffmyringandthrewitathimandgotout

andbangedthedoorIwalkedinsideandpassedall

theauntsandmalume'swhowereshoutingforme.

Igotinbedroomandhewasfollowingme.Ishut

thedoorinhisfaceandlockeditbeforeIsliddown

andcriedmyself.Hebangedthedoor.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"



Iignoredhimandcarriedoncrying.

.

.

.
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Icarriedoncryingandhewouldn'tstopatnothing

justformetoopenthedoor.

Nkosi:"Ndaloopenup"



Ikeptoncrying.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Icouldhearhimspeakalldefeated.Icrawledfrom

thefloorandwenttositonthebedandlaidthere

andclosedmyeyes.Thingsarespiralingoutof

controlandIdon'tknowifIcankeepup.Iheardthe

doorunlockandIopenedmyeyesandIsawhim

puttinghispocketknifeawaybeforeclosingthe

doorandtakingthekeyfromthefloorwhereit

droppedandhelockedthedoor.Ijustlookedathim

andsniffedthenclosedmyeyes.Ifeltthebedmove.

Me:"CelausukeNkosi(pleasemoveNkosi)"

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Me:"nganingokukhulumaiqiniso?(Forwhat?For



tellingthetruth?)"

Ifelthisheavybodyonme.

Nkosi:"celaungibuke(pleaselookatme.)"

Iignoredhim.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Iopenedmyeyesandlooksathim.Hewipedmy

tearsoffandperkedmynosethenlips.

Nkosi:"Ngiyaxolisangalentoengiyishilo(Iam

sorryaboutwhatIsaid)"

Me:"uyangilimazaNkosi,kakhuluandkubuhlungu

(youarehurtingmeNkosi,alotandithurts)"



Myheartwasbroken.Hewipedmytearsand

perkedmylips.

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisaMkami.Ngiyaxolisakakhulu

bekungamelengikuphathekabi(Iamsorrymywife.

Iamverysorry,Iwasn'tsupposedtomakeyoufeel

bad"

Isniffed.Hekissedmycheek.

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"

Hewenttomyneckandhekissedmyneckand

wentdowntomyshoulder.

Nkosi:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"



Hegoesdownandpullsmydressupandhe

seperatedmylegs.

Nkosi:"Iamsorrymywife"

IkeptquietandIfelthimtakeoffmyunderwearand

threwitonthesideandIfelthisthumb

encirculatingonmyprivatearea.Imoanedandthe

floorgatesopenedaswell.

Nkosi:"IamabadpersonIknow"

HekissedmyneckandIopenedmylegswider.It's

hasbeenawhilesincewegotonit.WhoamI

kiddingitwasjustafewdaysago.Hegotonme

andkissedmyneckwhilecaressingmetotakeoff

myzipfromthebackandhefinallysucceed.He

pulledmydressdownandhekissedmyboobsand

sucksonthemsoftlywhileencirculatedonmy

nipple.Imoanedtothepleasureandtriedto



subsidemynoiseaswell.Hetookofftherestoff

mydressandhegotoffthebedandundressed

himselfaswelltillhewasnakedandhepulledme

bymylegsandwentdownonmeandIheldonthe

sheets.Mytoescurledandmybreathinghinched.I

reachedmydestinationanditfeltgoodaswell.The

wenttohispantsandtookoutthenecklaceandmy

ring.Hetookmyhandandplacedtheringand

removedthenecklacepartfromhisandworeit.He

gotonmeandkissedmewhileholdingmyhands.

Nkosi:"Youshallnever,Imeanevertakeoffthat

ringNdaloorsizoxhabana(orwewillhaveserious

problems)"

IletquietandheheldmylegandheslippedinandI

moanedwhilebittingmybottomlip.

Nkosi:"uyezwa(youhearme?)"



HeincreasedhispaceandIbitmylip.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"yesNkosiyes"

Hesloweddown.

Nkosi:"Good"

HekissedmylipsandIresponded.

Nkosi:"IloveyouMaMthethwa"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Nkosi:"ngenhliziyoYamiyonke.Ngekesihlukane



uyezwa?(Withmywholeheart,wewon'tseperate

ok?)"

Inoddedwhilerollingmyheadback.Hekissedmy

neckandIplacedmyhandsbehindhisback.

.

.

IwokeuplateronandIwashungry.Ipulledthe

coverovermynakedbody.Myhairwasatotal

messthatneedalotoffixing.Nkosiwalkedin

holdingaplateoffoodandlockedthedoorand

cametobed.Heundressedandgotinbed.

Me:"whydidn'tyouwakemeup?"



Nkosi:"ubumuhle(youwerebeautiful)"

Ismiled.

Me:'"Iamhungry.RememberIameatingfor6"

Hetouchedmystomach.

Nkosi:"siyavelakancane(it'svisibleabit)"

Me:"it'snotthere"

Nkosi:"ManjeumnganinoGoitseandTracey?

"(NowyouarefriendswithGoitseandTracey?)"

Me:"yeah.Ineedfriends."



Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi.Icanhandlemyself"

HenoddedandIkissedhischeekbeforeeating.

Me:"Thankyou"

Henoddedandweate.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwalkedintherestaurantandlookedaroundand

sawthetwoladies,theyweretalkingamoungst

eachotherbutsinceIcametheyhavebeenquiet

justplasteringtheirsmilesandIdidthesame.

Me:"Goodday"

Goitse:"thankyouforcoming.Youremember

Tracey"

Me:"nice.Tomeetyouagain."

Isatdownandthewaiterwascalled.

Goitse:"againIamsorryforyourloss.Itmusthave

beensadloosingachildlikethat"



Me:"it'slife"

Tracey:"yesandsomepeoplearen'tcutoutforit"

Ifakedasmile.

Goitse:"SotelluswhoNdalois"

Me:"ohNdaloissimple,Iamalawyer,gotmarried

atayoungage"

Tracey:"YoumustloveNkosi"

Goitse:",Soyouknowhisschemes"

Me:"notnecessarily,Iknowheisathugbutwhat



hedoeshealwayskeepsmeinthedark"

Theylookedateachotherthenme.

Tracey:"right"

Me:"Ithinkheistryingtoprotectmeinsomeway.

Doyouhaveanyideawhathereallydoesbecause

itseemslikeheisgonnaworkwithyourhusband's"

Goitsecoughed.

Goitse:"yes.Theywillworktogether."

Me:"let'sformateamandinvestigateour

husbands"

Goitse:"Sure"



Theywaitercameandweorderedourdrinks.

.

.

*GOITSE*

Thiswoman.What'swithhergame?Iamtryingto

readanyofherexpressionsandsheseemsgenuine

andalsonaïve,thiswillbeeasierthanIthought.

Me:"sohowdidyoumeetMsheks?"

Shetookasipoffherdrink.



Her:"wemetherandSoweto"

Tracey:"IrememberhimbeingmarriedtoLondie"

Ndalo:"hewasbuttheydivorced"

Me:"tellusthestory",

Ndalo:"ImetMsheksthroughhisbrother,the

brotherImetthroughacousinofminewhichthey

usedtodostuffwithtogether,wewereatmy

motherinlaw'shousewithLondieandmymotherin

lawsincehisbrotherleftusthereawhileandthat's

howImetMsheks"

Shetookasipofherdrink.

Tracey:"don'tstopweareinterested"



Me:"indeed."

Ndalo:"Mshekswouldcomehereoftenandwefell

likethatinloveandgotmarried.Iwasthesecond

wife"

Me:"polygamy.Interesting.Ijustwonderwhat

brokeLondieandMsheks.Iwonderwheresheis"

Ndalo:"Youshouldgotonhlabathiandyouwillfind

out(youshouldgotothesoilandyouwillfindout)"

Shesmiled.

Me:"justgivemetheaddressandIsurewill"

Ndalo:"Iwilleventakeyouthere"



Ilookedather.Ineedtofindmorefromher,sheis

verynaïve.

.

.

*NDALO*

Thelunchwasveryinteresting.Iwaswalkingout

theresturantnowandNkosiwaswaitingformeby

hiscar.Igottohimandhekissedmycheek.

Nkosi:"angiphathekilekahle(Idon'tfeelgood)"

Me:"Wearefriendssinceyouwillbefriendswith

theirhusbands"



Nkosi:"Ndaloingozileh(,Ndalothisisdanger)"

Nkosi:"igamalamuDanger(mynameisdanger)"

Hechuckledandwgotinthecar.

Nkosi:"okDanger"

Inodded.

Nkosi:"NdaloNgiyakuthandaakekhoumuntu

ongangibekezelelaenjengawe(NdaloIloveyou,no

onecanbepatientasyou)"

Me:"sisonkekulento(weareinthistogether)"



Nkosi:"Thankyou"

Me:"Whenistherenovationstarting"

WearegonnastayinSowetobutwillrenovatethe

housemakeitbigger.

Nkosi:"Monthend"

Me:"ok.Ican'twait.Iamexcitedandmybusiness

planiscomingtogether"

Nkosi:"kuyahlangakonke(everythingiscoming

together)"

Me:"nakanjani(mostdefinitely)"

Hedroveoff,IsentatexttoNhlanhlathatcanhe



comethissidebutdoesn'tmakehisvisitknown.I

needtobestrongerforallofthis,ifNkosifallsI

needtocatchhimandthat'swhatIamdoing.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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WegothomeandIsighed,itshouldbethe4ofus

andtheseonescomingandnowit'sjustthetwoof

us.

Me:"ngikuphekeleni?(What'sshouldIcookforyou



?)"

Nkosi:"anything"

Inoddedandwebothwenttothekitchenandhe

headedtothefridgewhileItooktheapronandwore

it,hetookouthisbeverageandclosedthefridge.

Nkosi:"Ndalouphezukwani?(Ndalowhat'sare

youupto?)

Me:"Lutho(nothing)"

Hegivesmealook.

Me:"Nkosiangifaninawesolutho(NkosiIamnot

likeyou,sonothing)"



Therewasaknockonthedoor.Heputhisbeverage

downandheadedtowardsthedoorandopenedit

becauseIheardpeopletalking.Ichoppedthe

vegetablesawaywhilepreparingthepots.They

cametothekitchen.

Mpho:"MrsMsheks"

HeletouthishandandIlookedatitthenNkosi

beforeshakinghishand.

Me:"Mr...."

Mpho:"Mphoisfine"

Nkosi:"whatbringsyouhere?"

Mpho:"IwasaroundthestreetandIthoughtthatI



shouldswingby"

Nkosi:"weliveinthesameneighbourhood"

Mpho:"Iknow.Maybeweshouldhavesupperat

ourhome?"

Me:"wecan't,wehavetoheadtoDurbanforasick

familyfriend"

Mpho:"ohthat'sbad.Nexttimethen"

Me:"mostdefinitely"

Ifakedasmile.

Mpho:"welllletmeleave"



Nkosi:"youknowthedoor."

Henoddedandwalkedout.Assoonasthedoor

closedIlookedatNkosi.

Nkosi:"What?"

Me:"yiniuplanwakhoNdodangobabakufunalah

ufile(whatisyourplanbecausetheywantyou

dead)"

Nkosi:"heistfirst."

Me:"whatheistmanje?"

Nkosi:"wehavetostealcarsandsellthem."



Me:"IthinkIamgoingbacktothehospital"

Nkosi:"let'smakemoneytosecureourselves"

Me:"anddieintheprocess.YaziNkosi(youknow

Nkosi)"

Nkosi:"Uyazingihleziningomumo(youknowIam

alwaysonpoint)"

Butsomethinginmenjeistellingmetocarryon

withwhatIamplaning.Nkosicanlethisguard

downinalongrunthenIhavetostepin.IwishI

justwasn'tpregnant.

Nkosi:itsmellsnice"

Me:"thankyou"



Nkosi:"wealsohavetodoatraditionalwedding

soon,omalumebakhulumilekodwasiqale

ngelobolo((heunclestalkedbutwemuststartwith

lobola)"

Me:"Nkositherearemanythingstobedoneinjust

ashortspaceoftime.Thehouserenovations,the

kids,notjustonekid.Wehavetosetupabudget

youknowandourbusylivesandthedangerIdon't

knowhowwearegoingtogetthisalldone."

Icry.hecomesandhugsme.

Nkosi:"SokwenzaNdalo,ngekeusabawedwa

manjeyezwa(wewilldoit.Youarenotalonenow

)"

Inodded.



Nkosi:"(perksmylips.)IamNotNkosiwithout

Ndalo"

Me:"(laughing)Ngiyakuthanda(Iliveyou)"

Nkosi:"UthandwaiminasthandwaSam.Awazi

ngijabulakanjanimangibonawena,inhliziyoyam

iveleishayakancanenjengosukuengaqala

ukuk'bonangalo(Youarelovedbymemylove.

Youdon'tknowhowhappyIbecomewhenIsee

you,myheartjustbeatsslowlyjustlikethedayI

firstsawyou)"

Me:"andMinangangikusaba(andIusedtobe

scaredofyou)"

Nkosi:"Iwouldhavesavedyouwithoutmarrying

youbutIwantedto"



Cometothinkofithewouldhavejustsavedme,

therewasnoneedtomarryme.

Me:"whyungishadile?(Whydidyoumarryme?)"

Nkosi:"atfirstIdidn'tknow.Ijustlovedtheideaof

havingyouasmywifethenslowlyandslowlyI

lovedyou,toomuchtoapointthatIkilledmy

brotherforyouandIwoulddoitagainandagain

justtomakeyoufeelsafe"

Hekissedmeneck.

Nkosi:"uthandolwamiNdaloluyingozi(myloveis

dangerous)"

Me:"ourlove"



Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"Ingakhongikuthanda,youarejusta

wonderfuldifferentwoman(that'swhyIloveyou)"

Ismiled.

Me:"othingiqhubeke(letmecarryon)"

Hechuckledandtookhisbeveragebeforegoingto

thelounge.Ilookedthedirectionhewentbefore

carryingonwithcooking.

.

.



IwalkedtotheoutsideandIansweredmyphone

afterfinishingeatingandwashingthedishes.Nkosi

isstillinsidethehousefreshingupforsleep,he

saidhedoesn'twanthisbadandaura'shecollected

duringthedaybearoundhischildren.Ibreathed

out.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavejustarrived."

Me:"thankyou,doyouhaveaplacetostay?"

Nhlanhla:"Isortedthatout."

Md:"ok.Sobonanaksasa(Iwillseeyoutomorrow)

Iwillsendtheaddress"

Nhlanhla:"sho"



Me:"thanks."

HehungupandIstoodthereforsometimebefore

walkinginside.

.

.

*[UNKOWN]*

Me:"ayiayishutup!"

Mama:"bringthechildhere"

Igavemychildtoher,Nkosanawalkedinthe

housecarryinghisusualbackpackandplacediton

thetable.



Me:"wheredoyoucomefrom?"

Nkosana:"atauntyTracy"

Me:"shouldIcallher?"

Helookeddown.

Mama:"Nkosanatalk"

Nkosana:"Iwanttoknowmyfathernowmah"

Me:"Heeh"

Iclapmyhands.



Me:"27years,27yearUyihloungamaziumfunani

manje!?(27years,27yearsyoudon'tknowyour

father,whatdoyouwanthimfornow?)"

Mama:"talktohimnicely"

Nkosana:"letmeleave"

Me:"Nxyahewilldonothingforyou!Heranaway

toGodknowswhere"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Mama:"youshouldaddresshimproperly"

Me:"mdala.Heshouldbeworkingnow,whereis

allthatmoneyTraceyinvestedinhimstudyingthat

Goddamnlawdegree!"



Thedooropened.

Tracey:"Icouldhearyourvoicefromoutside"

Shegotin,Ishouldbelikeher.Marriedtoathug

andhavingagoodlifehereandSowetobuthereI

amwithtwokidsandsittingathomewithanagging

son.

Mom:"talktoyoursister"

MomwalkedoffTraceysatnexttome.

Tracey:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Nkosana,heisstillonaboutfindinghisfather

"



Tracey:"hewill."

Ne:"huh?"

Tracey:"Ihavewonderfulnewsmntase.Youmight

getyourmanback"

Me:"Traceytalk"

Tracey:"Msheksisbackheismarriedtosome

childthoughandLondieisoutofthepicture."

Me:"what?WhyamIhearingthisnow?"

Tracey:"Ijusttoldyou.NowIhavetocleanyouup

andmakethatbodypop"



Me:"myGod"

Iwillfinallygetmylifeontrack.Thembinkosi

Majola,myfirsteverboyfriend.Popularguyinhigh

schoolandhehasalwaysbeenathugsincea

youngagebutthatattractedmetohim,Iwasthat

innocentgirlwhoalwaysobeyedtherules.Two

yearsyoungerthanThembinkosi,weshared

somethingamazingbackthenuntilLondie

happenedbutwewerefar.AftermatricHeleftwith

LondietoDurbanandIwasLeftpregnantthen,

Traceyandmphocamealongwayandsheevengot

marriedandIdidn't.Nowtheopportunityrepresents

itselfandIshouldgrabit.

Tracey:"thiswillwork.Youwillgetthemanback"

Me:"yeah"

Tracey:"healwayslovedyou"



Isighed.

Me:"Tracey"

Tracey:"don'tworry"

Ineeded.Ican'twaittoseehowheisnow..

.

.

.
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NkosileftafewminutesagowithhisfriendSkhova,

Iwasalsoreadytoleavethehouse.Itookmybag

andIwalkedoutasthecabwaswaitingformeand

Ilockedupandwentoutandgotinthecab.Itold

thedriverwhereIamgoingandhedrovetowhereI

amheading,wegotthereandIpaidthengotoff

andsawNhlanhlastandingoutsidethecar.Iwent

tohim.

Nhlanhla:"Guluvakazi"

Me:"Nhlanhla,ngiyabongaukuthiungisize

(Nhlanhlathankyouforhelpingme)"

Nhlanhla:"Nomainini(anytime)"

Wegotinthecarandhedroveoff.



Nhlanhla:"soithiniiplan?(Sowhat'stheplan?)"

Me:"okwamanjeIhavetogivebirthearly,Ijust

needtoknowifthekidswillbefitthen,whenIstart

showingIhavetomovetoDurban"

Nhlanhla:"MaKwillstaywiththekids.She

suggestedthatandshewillbestayingwiththreeof

heroldtrustedfriendsandtheywillbegaurdingthe

kidsintheoldhouse"

Me:"ohIhavetothankher.Shehasdonesomuch

forme"

Nhlanhla:"Thatissorted.Ihavesomething"

Me:"ini?(What?)"



HewentthroughadrivethroughatKFC.

Nhlanhla:"NdaloIneedyoutofocus.Nomayini

engenzeka(anythingcanhappen)"

Me:"always"

Henodded.Heorderedattheguywhowas

standingthere,Ikeptonlookingathim.Helooks

likesomeone.

Me:"sorrywhat'syourname?"

Guy:"NkosanaMam"

Nhlanhla:"Yindaba?(What'swrong?)"

Me:"wewilltalk"



Henoddedandorderedextraformeandhepaid

andhedrovetothecollectingpointandtookthe

food.Iopenedthemeatandstartedeating.

Nhlanhla:"Yindaba?(What'swrong?)"

Me:"Helookslikemyhusband.It'sweird"

Nhlanhla:"abantubayafana(peoplelookthesame

)"

Me:"maybe"

Nhlanhla:"theonlypersonMshekshasbeenwithis

Londieforaverylongtime"

Isighed.



Me:"yeahandtheguylookslikeheisinhis30's"

Nhlanhla:"Goitse"

Me:"whatabouther?"

Nhlanhla:"Ncikakuye.Khonaintoaphezukwayo,

angikwaziukuthiyinikodwauhlakaniphile.

Maqondanawakho(Sticktoher.Thereis

somethingsheisuptoandIdon'tknowwhatbut

sheissmart.Sheisyourmatch)"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iwillsodo"

Henodded.



Nhlanhla:"uzomtshelauMsheks?(Willyoutell

Msheks?)"

Me:"Cha(no)"

Henodded.

.

.

*MSHEKS*

Skhova:"kuhambakanjani?(Howisitgoing?)"

Itookapufffrommycigarettebeforereleasingit.



ThemusichereatMzo'scanbeheardandweare

lookingatthoseboyswashingourcars.

Me:"Kuyaphusha,(it'sgoing)"

Itookanotherpuff.

Me:"SoncinzaimotoKsasa,ningilindekhona

endaweniyethu(wearegoingtostealcars.Wait

formethereattheairport)"

Skhova:"ok"

Itookanotherpufff.

Me:"theydon'tseemecoming."

Skhova:"Konkesekuryt?(Everythingok?)"



Me:"yeah"

TheythinkIonlyhaveSouthAfricancontacts,the

onestheystolebuttheydon'tknowthatIstretch

myhandinallaspects.

Skhova:"bakuthathakancane(theyunderestimate

you)"

Me:"theyforgotwhoIam."

IpuffedoncemoreandablackJeepCherokee

parkednexttoourcarandTraceygotoutofthe

passengerside.

Skhova:"nasokeiscefe(therecomesanuisance)"



Ichuckledandthedriver'sdooropenedanda

womangotout,Ithrewmystudaway.

Skhova:"(whistle)mmh"

Theygavethekeytooneoftheguysandwalked

outdirectionandwegotacloserlook.

Skhova:"ImaakuyenauNomceboloyah?(WaitIs

thatnotNomcebo?)"

Me:"itlookslikeher."

Tracey:"boys"

Wenodded.

Tracey:"MsheksIamsureyouremembermysister



"

Skhova:"Nomcebo"

Shenoddedandlookedatme.

Nomcebo:"Thembinkosi"

Me:"Nomcebo"

Tracey:"wewerejustsayinghi.Let'sgo"

Theyleftandwelookedatthem.

Skhova:"Ayindodauyabakhetha(Manyoucan

choosethem.)yourememberhowweusedto

sneakNomceboinyourhome?"



Mymindjustwonderedofashestartedtalking.

Me:"Ineedtocallmywife"

Skhova:"shocase"

Istoodupandwalkedoff.IfailedNdalo'snumber

anditwasanswered.

Ndalo:"Nkosi"

Me:"urite?(Areyouok?)"

Ndalo:"yeahsirite(yeahweareok.)"

MyeyeslandedonNomceboandshelookedatme



aswellbeforeshyingaway.

Me:"NgiyakuthandaNdalo(IloveyouNdalo)"

Ndalo:"uysahonayini?Uyangithusa(areyou

dying?Youarescaringme)"

Me:"No,Ijustloveyou"

Ndalo:"IloveyoutooNkosi"

Ihungupafterthatandclosedmyeyeslooking

downandbreathingout.

_____

Londie:"UngancamekufeyenaMsheks?(You

wanthertodoinstead?)"



Iwaswalkingupanddown.

Londie:"uyiqalilekumeleumshiyengekewenze

lutho,asambesiyeeThekwiniuzobarytlapho(you

started,youneedtoleaveherbecauseyoucan'tdo

anything,let'sleaveandgotoDurbanwewillbeok

there)"

IlookedatthedrugsIjuststolefromBraFence,he

washuntingforus.Londiewasmypartnerincrime,

shelivedwithhergrandmotherhereinSoweto

whileherparentswereinMthwalumeKzn.

Me:"ok.Asambe(oklet'sleave)"

Shenoddedandweshovedeverythingweneeded

andranoutoftheshackduckingbetweentheother

settlementsuntilwegotinataxi.Itwasforherown

goodthatIlefther.



_____

Wewere18thenwedidn'tevengetourmatric

resultssobasicallywedidn'tfinishschool.Itwas

longhoursoftraveling.Londiehadconnections

backthenmainlybecauseherfatherwasanactivist

andalsoadrugdealer.That'showtheMsheksIam

grew.Iwentbackhomeafterafewyearsandsaved

mymotherfromthatman.HeranSowetoandItook

overtillPhilaniwasoldenoughandhetookover.It

allstartedwithusbeingmischieftobeinghereand

tryingtosurviveinthegame.

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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AftertheweirdphonecallwithNkosiwewentto

viewtheplacewhereIwillstartmylawfirmandit

lookedsmallbutpromising,ifweworkharditwill

growasexpected.Nhlanhlaisreallybeingabig

helpandNkosiwasrightthatIshouldonlytrusthim

whenIfirstcametoDurbanandIwillonlytrusthim.

Nhlanhla:"Ngizwileukuthiiqembulebholaliyeza(I

heardthatasoccerteamiscoming.)"

Ilaughed.

Nhlanhla:"howmany?"



Me:"5"

Hewhistled.

Nhaknhla:"hedoesn'tmiss"

Me:"atall"

Nhlanhla:"buthowareyoufeeling?Wegetworried

overyousmall"

Ilaugh.

Me:"small?"

Nhlanhla:"yah.Usisiwethuomncane(yeah.Our

littlesister)"



Inoddedandsighed.

Me:"ImisshimNhlanhla,somuch.Ahugevoidis

inmyheart"

Nhlanhla:"NgiyakuzwaandHadeNdalo(Ihearyou

andsorryNdalo)."

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Nhlanhla:"Namikubuhlungungomshanawam(It

hurtsaswellformynephew)"

Wekeepquiet.

Nhlanhla:"ifweknew"



Reallyifweknewthatallofthiswouldhappen.

Me:"yeah"

Iletoutasighandlaidbackonthecarseat,but

nowwewillcomeprepared.Hopefully.

Nhlanhla:"Iwillteachyouhowtodrive"

Me:"yeahitamustlearn.Angikwaziukubekezela

manje(Ican'twaitanylonger)"

Henodded.Ihavebeenrefusingovertheyearsbut

nowIreallyhaveto.

.

.



*NOMCEBO*

Tracey:"Didyouseehim?"

Me:"yeah,eishhehasgrownandlooksmore

handsome"

Tracey:"Getclosertohimandworkyourmagicand

getyourman.Tellhimheisafatheraswell"

Me:"Idon'tknowasyetabouttheNkosanapart"

Tracey:"Haibo!nkosanaisoldnowhewilldecide"

Inodded.Wegotourdrinksandsatthere,Traceyis

reallyagreatsister.AlwaystakingcareofusandI

appreciatethat.



Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Tracey:"ok"

IstoodupandfixedthedressTraceygavetome

andIwalkedtothebathroom.Igotinanddidmy

businessthenIgotoutofthelatrineandwentto

washmyhands.IfixedmyselfbeforeIwalkedout

andIfeltsomeoneslappingmybutt.

Guy:"MmmhNicebutt"

Me:"Sies"

Heheldmywaist.

Me:"letgoofme"



Itriedtopushmyselfoffhimbuthisgripwastight.

Me:"getoffme!"

Guy:"Shhhletmebuyyouadrink"

"Umzwile,Voetsek!(Youheardher,Voetsek)"

Theguyletgoofmywaistandhepulledmyarm.

Thembinkosi:"Phindengilibonaeduzekwakheboi

(IfIeverseeyounexttoheragain)"

Guy:"hadeMshekshade(sorryMshekssorry)"

TheguywentawayandThembinkosiletgoofmy



armandhewalkedpastmeandIheldhis.

Me:"thankyou,forthat"

Thembinkosi:"noworries"

Me:"Samesoftheart"

Hechuckled.

Thembinkosi:"Ihavetogo"

Helookedatmyarm.Whyishecoldish?Iletgoof

hisarm.

Me:"seeyouaround"



Henoddedandwalkedoff.Isighedwhilelookingat

himwalkoff.IwalkedbacktoTraceyandsatdown.

Tracey:"andthen?"

Me:"iwanthim"

Shesmiled.

Tracey:"welcometothehoodgang"

Inodded.ItookasipoffmydrinkandIsawhim

walkoutofMzo'sandgoingtohiscarandhegotin

andtheydroveoff.

.

.



.

*NDALO*

AftergettinghomeIstartedcooking.Nkosiwasn't

homeyetandshe.Calledhimafewminutesagohe

saidheisaroundthecornerheiscoming.Icooked

simpleandnicelyformyhusband.Yesit'shardfor

ustomoveonbutwearetryingtolivewiththepain.

AsmuchasIamhurtbutIworryabouthimthese

daysandhealwaysassuresmeheisok.He

shouldn'tactstrong,atall.Ihearthedooropening

inthelounge.

Me:"Nkosiuwelowo?(Nkosiisthatyou?)"

Nkosi:"yeah"



Me:"ok"

Hecomesinthekitchenandhegetsbehindmeand

peaksatwhatIamdoing.

Nkosi:"Ohwhatareyoucooking?"

Ms:"intoentsa(somethingnew)"

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandkissedmy

neckandrubbedmystomach.

Nkosi:"it'sgrowing."

Ms:"abitbutnotasvisible"

HeletgoofmeandIturnedoffthestoveasIam

doneandturnedaroundtohimandperkedhislips.



Me:"howareyou?"

Nkosi:"Iamok."

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Ngiyakuthandaneh?(Iloveyouok?)"

Nkosi:"letmeshowyouhowmuchIloveyou"

Ms:"ngempela.(Really?)"

HepickedmeupandIgiggled.

Nkosi:"ngempelaMam'Majola(reallyMrsMajola)"



Hewalkedoutofthekitchen.

Me:"ok.Othingiqale(ok,letmestart)"

Ikissedhislipsandwenttohisneckasheentered

thebedroomandlaidmeonthebed.Hegotonme.

Nkosi:"Youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

IsmiledandIranmyfingersonhischeeklookingat

him.GodknowshowmuchIvaluethismaninmy

life,somuch.Idon'tseemyselfwithouthim.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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TwoMonthshadpassedandIamreadytogoto

Durbansoon.ImeanIamshowingabitaswellbut

theclothesIwearyoudon'treallynotice.Nkosihas

beenactingabitoff,Iguessit'sstillaffectinghim

asmuchasme.ThedeathofManandIbanathi.I

dosometimescrymyselfinmyofficeandthengo

homelikenothinghappened.Nhlanhlahasalso

beenthissideandIwillleavewithhim.Justhaveto

breaktheideatoNkosiwithoutfullyexplainingmy

reasons.Mylawfirmhasjuststartedbitbybitbut

it'scomingreallygoodtogetheraswellandIam

reallyproudofmyself.AttimesIthinkwhatis

happeninginmylifeisadreamwhenit'snotreally.

ThereisaknockonmydoorandIliftmyheadup

andit'sHannah,thereceptionistandalsomy

assistantherandtheretillIcangetone.



Me:"Comein"

Shewalksin.

Hannah:"thereisagentlemanherewhosaidsent

inhisapplication"

Me:"uhmok"

Shehandsmethefile.

Hannah:"that'shim."

Me:"ok.Youcansendhimin."

Shenoddedandwalkedoff.Itookthebottledwater

anddranksomewaterandmydooropenedadhe

walkedinwearingawhiteshirtwithblackpantsand



atiewithsneakers.Istoodup.

Me:"GoodmorningMr?"

Him:"Sangweni"

Me:"ahyesMrSangweni"

Weshookhandsandhelooksfamiliar.

Me:"haveIseenyousomewhere?"

Hethenlookedatme.

Him:"Ithinkatwork,youweredrivingbywithyour

hus......"



Me:"ohYeahatKFCIrememberandthat'snotmy

husbandpleasetakeaseat"

HedoesandIgoaroundmydeskandsitdown.No

manheisanexactreplicaofThembinkosi.

Him:"isthereanythingwrong?"

Me:"uhmno.SoyournameisNkosi..?"

Him:"Nkosana"

Me:"rightsowhatcanIhelpyouwith?"

Nkosana:"IgraduatedtwoyearsagoinLawandI

couldn'tfindacompanythatwouldtakemetodo

myarticlesin."



Me:"howcome?Lawyersareneededeverywhere"

Nkosana:"Idon'tknowmam"

Itookhisfile.

Me:"itsaysyougraduatedinWits",

Henodded.

Me:"Wellthiscompanyhasjuststarted.Youcan

doyourarticlesandifyouaregoodenoughwe

mighthireyou"

Nkosana:"thankyouthankyousomuchmam"

Me:"pleasecallmeNdalo.Youseemolderthanme

"



Nkosana:"Alotofwomenhaveyoungfaces"

Ilaughed.

Me:"wellthiswomanisyoungand25"

Nkosana:"okIamolderthanyouthen"

Me:"IneedtosendyourdocumentstoHRandwe

willgetbackatyou.Youwillalsogetpaidinthe

process"

Nkosana:"thankyou"

Me:"don'tdisappoint.Ialreadylikeyoubecause

youlooklikemyhusband"



Nkosana:"Husband....?"

Me:"ifyoulookintothemirrorthat'shim."

Nkosana:"mightbemylonglostbrother"

Me:"Idon'tthinkso.Hisfatherdiedwhenhewas

youngandhismotherhadtwokidsandtheother

brotherdiedit'sjustyoulookalike"

Nkosana:"yeahpeopledolookalike."

Therewasaknockonmydoor.Itopenedandmy

GodIfeltlikebursting.Iwasn'tpreparedtoseeher

today.

Me:"Goitse"



Istoodup.

Goitse:"Iamsorrytodisturb.",

Me:"nowewerejustgettingdone."

Igavehimhisfile.

Me:"pleasegivethistoHannahandshewilltakeit

toHR"

Nkosana:"Thankyouonceagain"

Me:"mypleasure"

Hewalkedout.IwenttopourwaterforGoitseand

tryingmyfakesmiledonmyfaceandonefeltreal

beforeIturned.



Me:"howareyou?Longtimegirl"

Goitse:"yes.Ithasbeen.Iwasheretoinviteyou

overforatriptoCapetown"

Me:"ohIcan'tgo"

Isatdown,Iamonyouwena.

Goitse:"why?"

Me:"mymotherisverysickandIneedtobehome

inEasterncape"

Goitse:"ohyounevermentionedyouhaveamother

"



Me:"youneveraskedbutIdo,andsheisallalone."

Goitse:"bringherthissideitwillbeeasier"

Me:"shelovesherhusband'shouse,that'sahard

convince"

Isippedonmydrink.

Me:"howisTracey?"

Goitse:"sheisgood."

Herphonerang.

Goitse:"ihvetoleave.Byebabes"



Ilookedafher.

Me:"bye"

Ikeptquietassheclosedthedoor.

Me:"nxx.Researchwhoyouareupagainstnext

time"

Iwentbacktomywork.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*



Istraightenedupmytopandlookedatmyself

throughthemirrorandtheseclothesthatTracey

hadboughtformearebeautiful.Thedooropened

andNkosanawalksinn.Hehasn'tbeentalkingto

methesedaysforreasonsunknown.

Me:"Sana"

HegetsinandtakestheextensioncordandIstop

him.

Nkosana:"Doyouneedanything?"

Me:"whatwrong?"

Nkosana:"thingshavebeengoingbadinmylife

justbecauseyoudon'twantmetoknowmyfather

butyouknowwhatit'sfine.IamoldnowandI

shouldbeworkingonmyself.



Me:"yes"

Nkosana:"Iamgoingtodomyarticles."

Me:"that'swonderful.Iamhappyforyou"

Ihuggedhimandhehuggedmeback"

Nkosana:"thankyou"

Webrokethehug.

Nkosana:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"ok"



HewalkedoutandIlookedathimandItookmy

phoneandIwentout.

.

.

*NDALO*

TherewasaknockonmydoorandIwasgetting

quiteannoyedasnoonelovesgivingmepeace

today.

Me:"comein"

IrolledmyeyesandIamhungryaswelleven

thoughIsentHannahtogoandgetmesomething

toeat.



"Mmeliwami(mylawyer)"

IrosemyheadandIsmiledashewalkedin.

Me:"ngajabulaukuvakashelwauwena(Iamso

happytobevisitedbyyou)"

Nkosi:"yeahIamdonefortheday."

Hwcameandkissedmycheekandplacedflowers.

Me:"Thembinkosiwonkenezimbali(Thembinkosi

withflowers)"

Nkosi:"ungenzangibemini(youaremakingit

soundlikeIambad)"



Me:"ChaawukhoMubi.Ngiyabonga(noyouare

notbad.Thankyou"

Hesitsonmydeskinfrontofme.

Me:"yourchildrenaremakingmehungryeven

thoughIate"

Nkosi:"Bafanabam(myboys)"

Welaughed.

Me:"everythingok?Iamworriedaboutyou"

Hesighed.

Nkosi:"yeah.NgizobarytSthandwaSam(yeah.I

willbeokmylove)"



Me:"okweneedtotalk"

Hefrowned.

Nkosi:"about?"

Me:"Durban.Iwanttogo....?"

Nkosi:"Ndalosakhulumangalento(Ndalowe

talkedaboutthis)"

Me:"lalelaNkosi(listenNkosi)Iamnotfighting

withyoubutwehavetobealertabouteverything

aroundus.Iamdoingthatandyourenemieswill

seeIampregnantandwanttoharmmeandthe

kidssoIwillgotoDurbanandgivebirththereand

comebackaloe.ThekidswillstaywithMaKandI

willhirenanniesaswelltillit'ssafetobringthem"



Hewassilent.

Me:"talkplease"

Nkosi:"soyouhavethoughtaboutthisalready"

Me:"IdidandIknowthatyoucanprotectusbut

thisisasafeoption"

Nkosi:"Isee."

Hesighed.

Nkosi:"whenareyouleaving?"

Ne:"thankyou,Mondaynextweek"



Nkosi:"iseduzekabiNdalo(it'ssocloseNdalo)"

Me:"Nkosi,"

Nkosi:"sure"

Youcouldseehewasn'thappybuthehasgotno

choice.Iamdoingthisforus.

Me:"ngiyakuthandaneh?(Iloveyouok?)"

Nkosi:"Iloveyoumore"

Hebentandwesharedakiss.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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Nkosileftrightafterandyoucouldseethathe

wasn'tentirelyhappythatIamleavingbutwhat

choicedieshehavewheneverythingisjustasetup

,atrapforfailureanddangeraswell.Ithasn'tbeen

longthatwelostMahandIbanathibutwecan't

looseeachothernotthekidsthatweareblessed

with.Hecangetallgrumpy,allhewantsbutIwon't

sacrificemychildren'slivesforhishappinessatthe

moment.Heshouldjustforget.Iwaslookingatthe

filesthatwereinfrontofmeandtomorrowIwill

havetogogoprisontovisitmyclient.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandIgroaned.Can'tIgetpeace

really?



Me:"comein!"

Ishoutoutinfrustrationandalsoangerandthe

dooropensandIliftmyeyesup.

Nhlanhla:"ubaniocasuleuguluvakazi?(Who

upsetyou?)"

Me:"angazi.Ngirite(Idon'tknow.Iamok)"

Nhlanhla:"Ngizokulanda(Iamheretofetchyou)"

Me:"ohfor?"

Nhlanhla:".Abitofgroaning,wearestartinginAlex

"

Me:"no!"



Istoodup,.Idon'twanttogothereatthemoment.

Nhlanhla:"kumelesiyeNdalobeforesivayesiye

eThekwini(WehavetogoNdalobeforewegoto

Durban)"

Me:"noNhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"youcan'trunaway.Woza(come)"

Ihuffedandhetookmybagandwalkedtothedoor.

Nhlanhla:"asambe(let'sgo)"

ItakemyphoneandIfollowhimandhewalksout

andIdothesame.Wegetneartheexitofthe

buildingandIwalktoHannah.



Me:"don'texpectmetomorrow.Idon'tfeelok.Tell

Nkosanahisfirststopisprison.Iwillmeethim

there."

Hannah:"yesmam"

Wewalkedoutandwegottothecarandwegotin.

Nhlanhla:"Stopbeinggrumpy"

Me:"Iamhungry"

Nhlanhla:"Ngizokutholelanigawula(Iwillgetfood

foryou)"

Me:"thankyou"



Wewerebothsilent.IsentamessagetoNkosithat

heshouldn'tfetchme,IwilltakeanUber.Hedidn't

reply,maybeheisstillbusy.

Me:"Ngimtshelile(Itoldhim)"

Isaidwhilelockingmyphone.

Nhlanhla:"ukuthi?(That?)"

Me:"MondayIamleaving"

Nhlanhla:"forsureuNkosiakayithathangakahle(I

amsurehedidn'ttakeitwell)"

Me:"atfirsthedidn't."

Nhlanhla:"Ungaworry.Mamaincosinokuthi



sibhekelaba(don'tworry.Takecare.Ofthekids

andwelookintothem)"'

Me:"LoyaGoitseakahlakaniphilengaleyondlela

(Thatgoitseisnotassmart)"

Nhlanhla:"butmanyare,becareful"

Me:"Iwillbe"

Ilaidbackontheseat.

.

.

*MSHEKS*



IparkedthecarandSkhovagotoutaswellandI

putmyhandsinmypockets.

Skhova:"siyochunani?(Whatarewegoingtodo?

)"

Me:"It'sameeting.Sobona(wewillsee)"

WewalkedintoCaeser'shouseandwefoundhim,

Grinderandhismensittingintheloungeandthey

stoodupandpointedtheirgunsatus,Ichuckled.

Me:"Manje?(Andnow?)"

Grinder:"ZiphiikarMsheks?(Wherearethecars

Msheks?)"



Me:"Angicavu,besincinzasonke(Idon'tknow.We

wereallstealingtogether)"

Caeser:"Gunsdown"

Theyputtheirgunsdown.

Me:"lamasimbaKadeniwenzaningaphinde(that

shitthatyoujustdiddon'teverdoitagain)"

Caeser:"wewon'tlistentoyou"

Me:"wenamlunguuyakhohlwaukuthiikasiLanileli

(youwhitemanforgetthatthisismyhood)"

Theypointedgunsatus.

Me:"eyivoetsek!"



Caeser:"Ihavenodoubtyoutookthecars"

Me:"(spinningaroundwhileliftingmyshirt)where

arethey?"

Grinder.:"ulirekisitseDamnit!!(Yousoldthem

Damnit!)"

Me:"don'tevenstartswearingme"

Skhova:"let'sleave"

Me:"ifweusedmycontactswewouldn'tbeinthis

mess!"

Skhova:"asivaye(let'sgo)"



Iclickedmytongueandweturnedandagunshot

wasreleasedandithitthewall.Itookoutmineand

shothisarm.

Grinder:"ahh!Fuck!"

Me:"Don't"

Iclickedmytongueandwewalkedout.

Skhova:"andnou?(Andniw?)"

Me:"Ndaloisleaving"

Skhova:"youtoldme"

Me:"eishIdon'tfeelokwithherleaving"



Skhova:"shestaystheydie.It'sbestfornow"

Inoddedandwegotinthecarandhedroveoff.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*

WewereatTracey'shouseandshewasbusy

cookinginherkitchen.

Goitse:"youknowwhat?Iamleavingthis"

Tracey:"don'tbedumbGoitse.Don'tbuyheract"



Me:"whoarewetalkingabouthere?"

Tracey:"Ndalo"

Me:"whoisNdalo?"

Goitse:"yourman'ssugarbabywife"

Me:"Thembinkosiwouldn'tstoopthatlow"

Tracey:"wellhedidandsheisyoungerthan

nkosanaeven"

Me:"Iamsodisappointedinhim."

Herphonerangandsheanswered.



Tracey:"hello"

ShelookedatmeandasmirkwasallI'veface.I

wonderwhosheistalkingto.

Tracey:"willdo"

Shehungupandcarriedonchopping.

Goitse:"andthen?"

Tracey:"waitandsee"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveNkosi"

Ididn'tactuallybutjustthinkingabouthimgetsto



me.

.

.

*NDALO*

wegottoAlexandraandtearsfellfrommyeyesas

soonasweweenteredasthatnightreplayedinmy

headlikeit'samovie.Ikeptonsobbingandcrying

tillwegottothespot.WhereIbatookhislastbreath.

Nhlanhla:"areyouready?"

Me:"kubuhlungu(ithurts)"

Nhlanhla:"ngiyazikodwakumeleuqale



enhlungwiniukuzeubenamandla(Iknowbutyou

havetostartfromthepaintillyouhavepower)"

Iwipedmytears.

Nhlanhla:"asambe(let'sgo)"

Wegotoutandclosedthedoorandwewalkedto

theexactspotandeverythingreplayedinmyhead

andIwentdownonmykneesaseveryonewas

passingbyandlooking.Isatdownandcried,he

crouchednexttome.

Me:"Iba,IbanathiIamsorry"

Isobbedandhehushedme.

Nhlanhla:"doitforiba'ssiblingsNdalo"



Inoddedandwipedmytears.Istaredatthespot

forsometimeandNhlanhlapulledmeupandI

dustedmyself.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgogettripe"

Inoddedandhelockedthecarandwewalkedto

whereheknewthetripswassold.

Me:"kungconokuthiwaangikhulelwe(itwould

havebeenbetterifIwasn'tpregnant)"

Nhlanhla:"butyouareandayikhoiyenzi(andthere

isnothingyoucoulddo)"

Inoddedandsighed.WeboughtthetripsandI

thankedhim.WhenwasthelasttimeIhadtripefor

real,Iwasdevouringlikeit'smyfirsttimeeating.



Nhlanhla:"ungabiisdudla(don'tbefat)"

Me:"ayishiwoleyonto(youdon'tsaythat)"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"soumamkahkuwesimbonaNini?(Whenare

weseeingtheMrsinyourside?)"

Hechuckled.ReallyNhlanhla,Ihaveneverseen

himwithawoman.

Nhlanhla:"asazi(Idon'tknow)"

Me:"mawungamutholingizokuthola(ifyoudon't

gether,Iwillfindher)"



Nhlanhla:"asambewena(let'sgo)"

Wewalkedtothecarandgotinbeforehedroveoff.

.

.

ThenextdayIwasvomitinglikehellandNkosiwas

helpingmegetsomethingtoeattillIwasok.Istill

didn'tfeelokbutIhadworktodo.AfterIwasdone

bathingandgettingdressedIwalkedinthekitchen

andhewaseatingtheleftoverfood.Helookedat

meandcametokissmyneck.

Nkosi:"urite?(Areyouok?)"

Me:"yesIamsthandwaSam"



Nkosi:"ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Iturnedandkissedhislips.

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Itookanapple

Me:"byebaby"

Nkosi:"bye"

IwalkedoutofthehouseandcaughtanUber

alreadyandwasonmywaytoprison.

.



.

*NKOSANA*

Ma:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

Ilookedatmyselfthroughthemirrorandthenfixed

mytie.

Ma:"it'slikeyouaregoingtochurch"

Ichuckled.

Me:"wellmelengibukeemsebenzini(wellIhaveto



lookgoodatwork)"

Ma:"youarelate"

Me:"shit!"

Itookmybagandcarkeys.AuntyTraceyborrowed

meherPoloforthetimebeingjusttotraveluntilI

ampaid.

Me:"byemamzo"

Mom:"byebaby"

Irushedoutandmygrandmotherwasstillasleep.I

hoppedinthecarandplayedAmapianobeforeI

droveoffwhilelisteningtothem.Iamquietexcited

andthatmybossIyoungerthanmeisquiet



unbelievable.Maybesheisplayingwithme.

Me:"mmmh"

Ihummedtothesongandbobbledmyheadaswell

tillIgottomyworkplaceandIgotoutfthecarand

wentinsidethebuilding.

Me:"goodmorning"

Igreetedthereceptionist"

Her:"thebosssaidtomeetherinprison"

Me:"oh"

Her:"firsttrial"



Thatsoundsthrilling.

Me:"ok.Iwillbeonmywaythen"

ShenoddedandcarriedonwithherworkbeforeI

walkedoutofthebuilding.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*

Me:"mahIamcomingback"

Ma:"mmh"



Itookmyumbrellaandmademywayoutholding

theTuperwearcontainerandwalkeddownthe

street.Iwashappyandthesunisquietbrightas

well.AsIwasadistanceawayIsawhiscarinthe

yardandIknewthathiswifeisnothere.Probably

workasGoitsedidmentionsheisCEOofalawfirm

thatshehasjuststarted.IwalkedinandIknocked

onthedoorafewtimesandIclosedmyumbrella

andheldit.Iknockedagain.

"Yeahngiyazwakala(yeahIamcoming)"

Thedooropenedandhewasstandingthere

wearingjeanswithnotoporshoeseven.His

tattoosandchainweremakinghimlookhandsome

andhiswellactivebody.

Thembinkosi:"Nomcebo"



Me:"uhmukhonaumamawalaykhaya?

Ngithunyiwe(uhmistheladyofthehouseinhere,

Iwassent)"

Hechuckled.

Thembinkosi:"yourZuluaccentneedsabitofwork.

"

Me:"'m'eoakakeSezuluKeSothoeatsoangho

ntateoaka.(mymomisZulu,IamSothofrommy

dad)"

Hekeptonchucklinganditwasgoodtoseehim

laugh.Itwasveryrareattimesevenbackthen.

Me:"ohIcametodroptheseoff,momwas

passinghecondolences,shedidn'tknow"



HetooktheTuperwearandopenedit.

Thembinkosi:",whobakedthese?"

Me:"her"

Lies.Ididn'twanthimtothinkIwanttoputkorobela

forhim."

Thembinkosi:"wouldyoulikesomejuice?"

Me:",sure"

HewalksinandIfollowedandclosedthedoor.Isat

onthecouchwhilehedisappearedtothekitchen.I

seeapictureofalittleboywithhismotherandthe

boylookslikehim.Iguessitmusthavebeenhis

sonwithhiswife.Theonethatdied.Hecameback



andplaceditInfrontofmeandsatoppositemeon

thearmrest.

Me:"itsbeautiful"

Iscannedmyeyesanditreallydidimprove."

Thembinkosi:"Iwillbebetterinafewmonths."Me

:"renovation?"

Thembinkosi:"yeah.Meandmywifeareextending

thehouse"

Me:"Ihaven'tseenLondiesincey'allleft.Funny

enoughshewasonlyingrade8"

Hechuckledandlookedatme.



Thembinkosi:"yeahbutactedmatureforherage"

Ilaughed.Thentherewassilence.

Me:"whydidyouleave?Youneverexplained"

Hesighed.

Thembinkosi:"IamsorryCebo"

Me:"Ijustwannaknow"

Thembinkosi:"Ididsomethingwrongthatcould

haveputyouindangersoIhadtoleave"

Me:"withLondie?"



Thembinkosi:"asI...."

Me:"it'sok."

Therewassilenceagain.

Thembinkosi:"evermovedon?"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Icouldn't"

Thembinkosi:"why?"

Istoodupputtingtheglassdownandmademy

waytohimandgotinbetweenhislegsandranmy

fingerstohisupperbody.



Thembinkosi:"don'tdothistoyourselfCeboIam

married."

Me:"butyouloveme"

Thembinkosi:"IloveNdalo"

Me:"sheisyoung"

Thembinkosi:"itdoesn'tmatterbutIstillloveher"

Me:"wehaveasontogetherandheis27"

HekeptquietandIkissedhimandhedidn't

respondatfirstbutpushedme.



Thembinkosi:"celauphumeNomcebo(please

leaveNomcebo)"

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Ikissedhislipsagainandhecouldn'tresistmethis

time.

Me:"Ineverstoppedlovingyou"

Icarriedonkissinghimanditwaslikeparadise.

Shiverswentdownmyspineasitwasheatingabit

upandIgotonhimandcarriedonkissinghim.He

stoodupwithmeinhisarmsanddisappeared

throughthebedroom.Passage.

.



.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:35] :INSERT15

Iwaspacingupanddownbytheentrancethatwe

aresupposedtouse,Ihadjustvomitedagain

earlierandNkosiorwhathisnamehasn'tarrived.I

calledHannahandsheinformedmethathesaidhe

isonhisway.Iseeawhitepoloanditparksandhe

getsoutofitveryfastlocking.

Me:"Ihavebeenwearinghereforsometimenow."

Nkosana:"sorrymam,Iwasstuckintraffic"



Me:"thisisawarning"

Henoddedlikeakid.

Me:"come"

Wewalkedinsidetheprisontogoandattendour

client.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*

ohIcouldfeelitcoming.Theheisholdingmybody,

sotightandaturnon.ThestrokesohmyGodthey

takemetoheavenandbackandtohellandback



again.HethrustsdeeperandharderandIletouta

screamifhisnameasIcouldn'tholdmyselfinthat

lastdeepstroke.

Me:"ahThembinkosi!"

Hegroansandhispaceisstillasfastbutnotas

deepasbefore.Hehitsitfrombehind,it'slikeIhave

beenreleasedfromthesaltcagebetweenmylegs,

Ihavebeenhavingsexhereandhereovertheyears

withmenIhavedatedbuthejusttakesthecupat

themoment.RemindingmeofwhyIgaveitupto

himasyoungasIwasatmyage.

Me:"MmmhThembinkosi"

Hisstrokesincreasedeeperandthepleasureis

morethanbefore.Iwanttoscreamandshouthis

nametillheneverstopshittingitlikeit'shis.He

shouldn'tstopnonono.



.

.

*NDALO*

Ourclientwasoutinsolitaryyesterdaybecausehe

stabbedtwowardensandheisconsidereddanger

atthemomentbutwescheduledforanotherdayas

well.WewalkedoutandItookoffmycoatandIfelt

hotter.

Me:"Ifeelsick"

Nkosana:"letmetakethat"

Me:"Ican'tseemtoletthisgobutyoulookjustlike



myhusband"

Nkosana:"Aswehavesaid.Peoplelookalike"

Inoddedandfeltlikevomiting.

Me:"doyouhavewater?"

Nkosana:"Ikeepsomeinthecar"

HerushesoffandIcroutch.Nothingcomesoutof

mymouththoughbutIamexpectingvomitatthis

moment.HecomesbackandgivesmewaterandI

drink.

Me:"thankyou"

Nkosana:"food?"



Me:"ididn'teat"

Nkosana:"thismayseemappropriatebutIthink

youneedtoeat"

Inodded.

Nkosana:"youcamewithyourcar?"

Me:"Idon'thaveacarnorcandrive.Itookacab"

Nkosana:"okcomelet'sgetyoufood"

Me:"Ihavetoinformmyhusbandsohecanfetch

meifIdon'tfeelbetter"



Henodded."

Nkosana:"sure."

ItriedNkosibutitwasn'tgoingthrough.Ihangup.

Me:"wecanleave"

Isentamessagetohimandwegotinthecar.

Me:"thankyou"

Nkosana:"mypleasure"

Hestartedthecarandhedroveoff.

Me:"whyhaven'tyoubecameaprofessional



lawyeralltheseyearsifImayask?"

Nkosana:"ihavebeenfailingmatriccountless

timesandmygrandmothersawthattherewas

somethingwrongbecauseIusedtoflourishin

schoolbutinmatricwasnotgood."

Me:"oh.Yougothelp?"

Nkosana:"definitely."

Therewassilence.

Nkosana:"howcanawomanasyoungasyou

handlethisfieldandnowstartingupacompany.

Youareagoal"

Ichuckled.



Me:"myhusbandhasbeensupportiveofmydream

"

Nkosana:"seemslikeawonderfulguy.Paintingus

goodagain"

Me:"heis.Andwouldhavebeenagreatfather"

Nkisana:"youlostyourchild?"

Inoddedastearsprickledmyeyes.

Me:"hewasshotinAlexandra"

Nkosana:"ohIthinkIsawthatinthepapers.Iam

sorry"



Inodded.

Me:"yeahbutIwilltrylivingwithit."

Nkosana:"Imaynotknowthepainofloosinga

childbutforanabsentparentIknow."

Me:"metoo."

Wekeptquiet.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*



Hisgriptightenedmorearoundmywaistandhe

shotintherubbedwhilegroaningandhepulledout

andtookoffthecondomfilledwithhissemen.I

breathedoutlookingup.Thatwasamazingreally.

Thembinkosi:"youneedtoleave"

Me:"youarechasingmeoutlikeIamsomehooker

"

Thembinkosi:"Ishouldn'thavecheatedonmywife

"

Hesatonthebedbreathingoutandregretwasall

overhisface.

Me:"sheisyoung.Probablycheatingonanother

youngerguyoutthere."



Thembinkosi:"justleaveNomcebo"

Hetookhisboxersandwalkedout.Heleftthe

condom.ItookitandtookoffmystudandIlaidon

mybackandIlookeditabitandIstickitinmy

VirginawhileitreleasedeverythingandIlaidthere

forawhilebeforeIgotupandtookatissuefroma

tissueboxandIwrapandwipeeverythingup.He

walksinanditakemyclothes.

Me:"Ineedtobath.Ican'tgohomesmellingofyou

"

Thembinkosi:"hurryupthen"

Igotclosertohimandkissedhislips.

Me:"Ikissandstillloveyou"



Iwalkedofftothebathroomandclosedthedoor

smiling.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:35] :INSERT16

Iwalkedinsidethehousejustaftergoingtoeatand

Ifeltmuchbetter.Nkosanawassweetenoughto

dropmebythehouse.Iwalkedinsidethehouse

anditwasquiet,Iwentthroughthekitchenandno

onewasthere.IwenttoourbedroomandIfound

Nkositherelayingonthebedwithhiseyesclosed.

Iwentclosertohimandkissedhislips.

Me:"SthandwaSam(mylove)"



Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme.

Me:"howwasyourday?"

Nkosi:"belumatasa(itwashectic)"

Me:"Icanseeyouaretired.Weshouldorder

namhlanjeNgikhatheleilezingane(today,Iam

tiredofyourkids)"

Nkosi:"benzeni(whatdidtheydo?)"

Me:"theyhavebeendrainingmeallday"

Nkosi:"askies(sorry)"



Me:"ugrand?(Youok?)"

Nkosi:"yeah,NgikhathelenjesthandwaSam

(yeah.Iamjusttiredmylove)"

Me:"ifingendabayamyokuhambaNgi(ifit'sabout

myissueofleavingI...)"

Heinterruptsme.

Nkosi:"noit'snotthat"

Inodded.

Nkosi:"comelaywithme"

ItookoffmyshoesandgotonthebedandIlaid

nexttohim.



Me:"whyisthebedcoverchanged?"

Nkosi:"ngigibelengezicathuloeminikwangcola(I

gotonthebedwithdirtyshoesanditgotdirty)"

Me:"ohok"

Ilookedathimandheclosedhiseyesagain.I

shookmyheadandlaidonhischest.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*



Iwalkedinsidethehousehummingandinavery

goodmood.Icouldn'tevenhidethehappinessthat

Iaminatthemoment.IfoundNkosanasittingon

thecouchwhilewatchingTVandIgreetedhim.

Me:"hellobaby"

Nkosana:"hi"

Me:"whyareyouhomeearly?"

Nkosana:"mybossletmecomehomeearly"

Me:"ohIsee,whereisyourgrandmother?"

Nkosana:"ChurchmeetingIthink"

Me:"ok.Iamgoingtocookke"



HenoddedandIwalkedtothekitchenandtookout

myphoneanddialedTracey.Sheansweredonthe

secondring.

Tracey:"Blood"

Me:"bloodguesswhat"

Tracey:"what?Talk"

Me:"IwaswithThembinkositoday"

Tracey:"that'swonderful.Nowyouneedtoworkon

gettinginhissheetsandremovethatwife."

Me:"alreadydid"



Tracey:"ohmyGod.Youarefast,youneedtobe

pregnant.Akereyouhaven'tgonetomonopause?"

Ne:"no"

Tracey:"ok.Bepregnant.Hewillleavehiswife

becausetheyhavenochildwhatsoeveranymore

withhim"

Me:"Iamintheprocess"

Tracey:"getyourmanback,Ihavetogo"

Me:"bye"

Wehungup.IoutmyphoneawayandItookoutthe

ingredientstocook.



.

.

*NDALO*

Me:"okbabylook,whichoneshouldwechoose?"

Nkosi:"siyaziukuthiuthwelenaphiabantwana?

(Doweknowwhichgenderwearehaving?)"

Me:"noandngifunakubeyisurprise(noandIwant

ittobeasurprise)"

Nkosi:"ok"

Me:"NkosiatleastpretenderkeUkuthiu-interested

(Nkosiatleastpretendthatyouareinterested.)"



Hisphonerang.Igotoffthebedandpulledmy

gowntogetherandwenttothekitchentomake

somebreakfast.Itookouttheeggsandallthe

usualsandmadebreakfastforhim.IamsurprisedI

haven'tvomitedthatmuchthismorningandIam

notheadingtoworkaswell.Hannahwillhandle

everything.Hewalksinthekitchenafterhisphone

callandkissesmycheek.

Nkosi:"kumelenivayengiyekuSkhovauzobaryt?

(IhavetogoandmeetSkhova,willyoubeok?)"

Me:"yes"

IsawaTuperwearIwasn'tfamiliarwith.

Me:"NkosiowabaniuTuperwear?(Nkosi,who's

Tuperwearisthat?),"



Nkosi:"MaMorenadownthestreet.Shewas

bringingincondolences."

Me:""that'sniceofher.Ilovedthecakes"

Nkosi:"Ihavetorush"

Herushedout.ItooktheTuperwesrandwashedit

thenIwenttoeatmyfood.AfterIcleanedthe

houseandthenwenttobathmyselfandsmellfresh

aswell.IworeadresswithslidesandIwenttothe

kitchen.AndtooktheTuperwear,MaMorena

angithi?(Isn'tit?).

Iwentoutofthehouseandmademywaydownthe

street.IaskeduntilIfoundthehouseandIwalked

insidethegateandIwenttoknockonthedoorand

thedooropenswithNkosanaalldressed.



Nkosanan:""Boss.Uhm...."

Me:"isthistheMorenahousehold?"

Henodded.

Me:"oh.Iamlookingfortheownerofthishouse"

Hesighed.

Nkosana:"youmaycomein"

Me:"noneedtogoforworkasIwillbeyour

monitor"

Nkosana:"thankyou"



Wewalkedinside.

"Nkosanawhereismama?"

TherewasanoldwomanwatchingTVanotherone

appeared.

Oldwoman:"Hellomychild"

Me:"Hi.IamMamuMajolafromthesamestreet

andIheardmyhusbandsaythatyousentthecakes

tousandIwantedtobringthecontainerbackand

thankyouforthewarmcondolences"

Oldwoman:"sitdown"

Lady:"oh,IthoughtitwasyourgirlfriendNkosana"



Nkosana:"it'smyboss"

Theladycameandsatnexttome.

Her:"Nomcebo"

Me:"Ndalo"

Oldwoman:"Nongcebowastheonewhobakeand

sentthem"

Iturnedtoher.

Me:"oh,thankyouforthat"

Her:"mypleasure"



Ilookedatherfingersandsheisnotmarried,she

looksolderthanme,roundaboutNkosi'sage.

Her:"soyouaremarriedtoThembinkosi?"

Ne:"yes.6years"

Oldwoman:"that'swonderful.YoushouldprayGod

keepsyoutogether,therearemanystormsand

mengetweak"

Me:"IwillmahandNkosiknowsnottocheat.He

wouldn'tdothat.SoamI"

Her:"youhavenevercheatedonyourhusband?"

Md:"ever.WhatmoredoIwantwhenmyhusband



provideswhatIneedinhim?"

Shesmiled.

Oldwoman:"holdontothat"

Lady:"hayiasazi(wedon'tknow)"

Istoodup.

Me:"Ihavetogo.Thankyou"

Oldwoman:"thankyoumychild"

IsmiledandIwalkedout.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:35] :INSERT17

Iheldontohimtightlyandhedidthesame.Thehug

waslastingforalongtime,Iamgonnamisshim

butIhavetoprotectthekidsandoutthemfirst

infront.Isobbedinhisarmsandhehushedme

whilepeoplewerelookingatus.

Nkosi:"shhh"

Isniffedandpulledbackfromhischest.

Me:"Ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyouok)"



Nkosi:"ngikuthandakakhulu(Iloveyoumore)"

WehuggedagainandIperkedhislipsbuthekissed

meandIkissedhimbackthenIgiggled.

Nkosi:"Iwillcomeeverymonth"

Me:"youhaveto"

Wekissedagainandmyflightwascalledout.

Me:"behave.Ihavetogo"

Nkosi:"always."

WekissedagainandItookmysuitcaseandI

wheeleditwhileIwalkedoffandwenttomyflight.I

wasnervousandscaredaswellandIdon'tknow



why.WhenIgotinsidetheplaneIlookedaround

andIsawNhlanhlasittingbythewindowandIwent

tositnexttohim.

Nhlanhla:"Utheni?(Whatdidhesay?)"

Me:"utheuzongibona(hesaidhewillseeme)"

Nhlanhla:"senzelaingane(wearedoingitforthe

kids)"

Inodded.Webuckledupandsoonaftertheplane

tookoff

.

.



*GOITSE*

Iwalkedinthebedroomwithhisbreakfastandhe

wasgettingdressed,Idon'tknowwhereheisgoing

butallIknowisthatcarswentmissingontheirlast

heist.

Me:"Babyhereisyourfood"

Iplacethetraythebedandhestoodupandheld

mywaist.

Thando:"howisBeingclosetoNdalogoing?"

Me:"verywell.Shejusttoldmesheleftforeastern

cape"

Heperkedmylips.



Thando:"IKnoIcancountonyouLeratolaka(my

love)"

Me:"anytimebaby.Sitdownandeatplease"

Hesatdown.

Thando:"Iamfrustrated.Wherecouldallthose

carsdisappearto?"

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIknowyouwillfigureitout"

Thando:"IwillandifI...."

Me:"letmehandlethings"



Thando:"handletheMrs"

Me:"Iwill"

Thando:"Iwilltellyouwhenyoucantakeherout"

Me:"sure"

Wekissed.

Me:"letmecallNathan"

Thando:"Howishe?"

Me:"Iamgoingtofindout."

HenoddedandIwalkedoutofthebedroomand



wenttothelounge.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*

theknockonthedoordidn'tseemtoseizeandit's

goodthatmomisvisitingTraceyatthemomentor

therewouldhavebeenhellwiththepersonwhois

knockinglikethat.

Me:"Ketlayhu!(Iamcomingyhu!)"

Iopenedthedoor.

Me:"ThembinkosiwhatifMamawashere?"



Thembinkosi:"iknowsheisnothere"

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Thembinkosi:"Ngekeungingenise,bazothini

abantubangibonaemnyango(won'tyouletmein?

Whatwillpeoplesaywhentheyseemeoutsideyour

door.)"

Ipulledhiminsideandclosedthedoorandhe

chuckled.

Me:"Whyareyouheartoseemesoearly?"

Ismiled.

Thembinkosi:"don'tflatteryourselfIcametosee



thesonIhavewithyou"

Me:"oh"

Ipulledmygowntogether.

Me:"heisatwork.Heworksforyourwife's

companyIpresume"

Thembinkosi:"Ifeellikeyouhaveahandinthat"

Me:"angwana?IwouldneverandIwillbringhim

toyou.Helookslikeyou"

Igetclosertohim.

Thembinkosi:"Nomcebodon'tstart"



Me:"Thembinkosi"

Thembinkosi:"bringhimlater"

HeturnedandIpulledhimtomeandkissedhim.

Me:"Iwill"

Helickedhislipsbeforewalkingoutofthedoor.

Me:"theboyismine"

Isangthatalongandwentbacktomyroom."

.



.

*NDALO*

IwasshakenbysomeoneandIopenedmyeyes

andtheymetNhlanhlaandpeoplewerewalkingout

oftheplane.Hewasholdingmybag.

Nhlanhla:"vuka(wakeup)"

Iwokeupandsatupandjustlookedaround.I

rubbedmyeyesbeforeIgotupandhetookmy

handandwewalkedout.ItwaslikeIwasalittle

babythewayhewasholdingmyhand.

Me:"Iamnotachild"

Nhlanhla:"youwillgetlost"



Iyawnedandrubbedmyeyes.

Me:"IneedtocallNkosi"

ItookoutmyphoneandopeneditandthenIcalled

Nkosiandheanswered.

Nkosi:"urite?(Areyouok?)"

Me:"yesIhavejustlanded."

Nkosi:"ok.Iloveyouall"

Me:"Nathi.(Usaswelln.)"

Iyawned.



Me:"Ihavetogobabakhe"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"ok."

WehungupandwewalkedoutandmetSiyanda

standingnexttothecarandwegottohimandwe

sharedahug.

Siyanda:"Unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"ngiyaphila,unjaniumah?(Howismah?)"

Siyanda:"sheisexcitedtoseeyou"



Ismiled.

Me:"metoo"

Nhlanhla:"asivayeni(let'sgo)"

WegotinthecarandSiyandadroveofftohome.

Siyanda:"manjeabakwazilaba?(Theydontknow

you)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"abangazi(theydon'tknowme)"

Nhlanhla:"mawufikaekhayauyalalangobaebsuku

ziyasha(whenyougethomeyousleepbecauseat

nightitgoesdown)"



Me:"(Inodded.)SiyandangilambileBhuti

wam(SiyandaIamhungrymybrother)"

Siyanda:"Musaukuzincengela(stopwiththe

blackmail)"

Nhlanhlachuckled.

Me:"youwanttostarveme?"

Siyanda:"eyiuzodlaNdalo(youwilleatNdalo)"

Me:"thankyou"

Ismiledandtheychuckled.Itfeltgoodtobeback.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:35] :INSERT18

IgotoutofthecarassoonasitparkedandImade

mywayinside.Icanhearmahmovearoundinthe

kitchenandslowlymademywaybehindherand

sheturnsandtheknifewasonmythroat,onedeep

pushanditwouldbetheendforme.

MaK:"YhuNdaloungithuselanibukaCishe

ngakubulala(Ndalowhydidyouscareme,lookI

almostkilledyou)"



Sheputtheknifedownandheldherchestbefore

wehugged.

Mak:"awukodwauIbanathiwami(MyIbanathi)"

Isniffed.

Me:"IamsorryMah"

MaK:"it'slife."

Webrokethehug.

MaK:"Iheardabouttheotherscoming"

Me:"in6monthsIthink"



MaK:"Iwon'tbeboredagain"

Me:"yes."

Nhlanhla:"sengabaumthwaliwekhwama(Ihave

becamethebagman)"

Me:"sorry"

MaK:"sitdownsoIcanmakefoodforyou"

Isatdown.

Nhlanhla:"nqaka(catch)"

HethrewanokapintomyhandandIcaughtit



beforeflickingitopenandithadmynameonit.

Me:"ooouh"

Nhlanhla:"Eyakho(it'syours)"

Me:"BukaMaK,umntuuyosebenzakahle(look

MaK,apersonwillworkwell)"

Iflickedit.

Siyanda:"Sathishwii(wearegoingsomewhere)"

MaK:"ok"

Theywalkedoutafterthat.



MaK:"AveuyumfazioriteyaziNdalo(youaresuch

agreatwifeNdalo)",

Me:"thankyou"

ShehandedaplatetomeandIduginveryfast.

MaK:"uzobindeka(youwillchoke)"

Me:"no.Iwon'tthankyou"

Shechuckledandshookherhead.

.

.



.

*MSHEKS*

Skhova:"UhambekanjaniuNdalo?(HowdidNdalo

go?)"

Me:"kahle,shelanded.Well"

HenoddedandIthrewmystudontheflooras

Grinderapproachedus.

Me:"Ndodayabo(theirman"

Grinder:"Nx.Iamwatchingyouclosely"

Me:"yetIdidnothing"



Grinder:"youshotme"

Me:"andyoustartedthat.WenaunakhoukubaIdidi

nje(youcanbeanasssometimes)"

Heclickedhistongue.

Me:"tellyourwifethatMymanherewantsher"

Welaughed.

Grinder:"fokof"

Ichuckledandheturnedandwalkedoff.

Skhova:"goodthingNdaloleft"



Me:"yeah.Very."

Grindergotinhiscarandthenhedroveoff.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*

Iwasjustcookinginthekitchenandcontemplating

withmyselfifIshouldtellNkosanaabouthisfather

wantingtoseehimornot.Istoodoverbythepots

juststiringandthinkingreallyabouteverything.I

wasbroughtbacktotheworldbythedooropening

andmyheartwasbeatingveryfastaswell.Iclose

thepotsandfootstepsmadetheirwayinthe

kitchenandheappearedandIletoutabigbreath.



Me:"Yhoyouscaredme."

Nkosana:"Iamsorry.Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgood.Iamwell"

Istiredthepotandcloseditandheopenedthe

fridgeandtookthejugwithcoldwaterandpoured

inaglass.

Me:"yourfatherwantstoseeyou"

Hestoppeddrinkingandhelookedatme.

Nkosana:"Father?"



Me:"isn'tthatwhatyouwanted?"

Nkosana:"yesbutyoualwayshatedthemanand

nowyouwantmetomeethim?Somethingis

wrong"

Me:"thereisnothingwrong.Ineverhatedhim,it's

justhedidn'tknowaboutyou"

Heissilent.

Me:"helivesjustdownthestreet."

Hethrewtheglassmydirectionandiducked.

Nkosana:"ThefuckNomcebohelivesafew

housesawayandyoudidn'ttellme!!!"



Ihaveneverseenhimthatangry.

Me:"calmdownNkosana"

Nkosana:"don'ttellmethatshitNomcebodon't!"

Me:"Iamyourmother!"

Nkosana:"mothermyfoot.Wozasomfuna(come

wearegoingtohim.)"

Me:",thepots"

Nkosana:"Idon'tcare"

HewalkedoutandIswitchedoffthestoveand

followedhimclosingthedoorandlocking.Heis

alreadyputonthestreetandItrytocatchupwith



him.Theangerisvisiblythereaswell.

Me:"Nkosanawait"

HedidandIcaughtupwithhim.

Nkosana:"showmetheplace."

IshowedhimtheplaceandwegotthereandIsaw

hiscar.HeknockedagressivelylikeThembinkosiin

themorning.

"Eyifokof!"

IlookedatNkosanaandthedooropenedandthey

lookedateachother.

Me:",ThembinkosithisisNkosana,Nkosanathis



isThembinkosiMajolayourfather"

Hewentdownonhisbuttandjustcried.Icrouched

infrontofhim.

Nkosana:"don'ttouchmeNomcebo"

Ne:"Iamsorryboy"

Thembinkosi:"helookslikeIba"

Eyidon'tcomparemychildtosomethingthat's

dead.That'sallinmyheadthough.

Nkosana:"MamuMajolawasmygrandmother.All

alongyouknewNomcebo.Ihateyou"

Me:"don'tsaythat",



HecarriedonhushingandIlookedatThembinkosi

whoisstandingtherenotevenknowingwhattodo.

.

.

*NDALO*

MaK:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Mahkuyabheda(it'sbad)"

MaK:"ngani?(With?)"

Me:"Nkosiangazikodwaheseemsoff(Idon't



knowbutNkosiseemsoff)"

MaK:"ukulahlekelwaumzalingenganeakuyona

intoelula(loosingaparentandchildisnoteasy)"

Me:"uqinisile.(Youareright)"

ButIcan'tshakethisfeelingthatNkosanalookslike

myhusband,doeshehaveanothersonthatis

Nkosana?Idon'tknow,maybeIamoverthinking.

MaK:"lalaNtombazane(sleepmygirl)"

Igotinbed.

Me:"thankyou"

Shekissedmycheekbeforewalkingout.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*NOMCEBO*

WewereinsidethehousenowandNkosanahas

calmeddown.Noonehasevensaidawordor

spokenbutThembinkosiissurelylookingat

Nkosanasoverydeeplyitfeelsspinechillingonme.

NkosanasniffsandlooksatThembinkosi.



Nkosana:"So,soyouaremyfather?"

Thembinkosilooksatme.

Thembinkosi:"Ibelieveso"

NkosanaNodded.

Thembinkosi:"Ihearyouworkinmywife's

company"

Nkosana:"MrsMajola?"

Henodded.

Nkosana:"ShehasalwayssaidIlooklikeher

husbandandIdidn'tbelieveit,justthoughtpeople

lookalike"



Me:"sosheknows?"

Nkosana:"no.ShejustsaidIlooklikehim"

Me:"oh"

Thembinkosi:"Icouldn'tbepartofmylateson'slife

andIknowIkissedaboutallyourlifebutIwantto

knowyou"

Ismiled.

Nkosana:"metoo"

Theystoodupandhuggedeachother.Thingsare

cominggoodtogether.



Thembinkosi:"Iamsorry"

Nkosana:"it'sok."

Iheldmyhandstogether.

Me:"it'sgood"

Nkosana:"Iamstillangryatyou"

Thembinkosichuckled.

Me:"Iunderstand."

.

.



.

*NDALO*

IwaswokenupbysomeonetappingmeandI

openedmyeyesandIfrowned.Thatwasavery

goodsleepandIwasreallyenjoying.

Me:"Assomeoneomdalakunamiuyakwazi

ukubalulekakokulala(Assomeonewhoisolder

thanmeyouknowtheimportanceofsleep)"

Irubbedmyeyes.

Siyanda:"Goandbaththenchangesiyavaya(we

areleaving)"



Igotoffthebedandstumbledabitbeforemaking

mywaytothebathroom.Ifilledwaterinthebathtub

whileIpeedandafterthatItookmybath.Ibrushed

myteethwhenIwasdoneandthenwenttoget

dressedinmyroomandafterIwalkedout.

Me:"whereismak?"

Siyanda:"inherroom.Asambe(let'sleave)"

Hetookthecarkeys.

Me:"ngilambile(Iamhungry)"

Siyanda:"uzotholaiGawulaphambili(youwillget

foodwherewearegoing)"

Ifrownedandwewalkedout.WegotinthecarandI



laidmyseatbackandIclosedmyeyesashedrove

off.

Siyanda:"youshouldbeawake"

Me:"Ngiyekeguy(pleaseleaveme)"

Hekeptquiet.Heopenedtheradiothoughandthen

Icouldn't,Isatup.

Siyanda:"andNou?(Andnow?)"

Me:"angikwaziukulalailomculowakho(Ican't

sleep.It'sthismusicofyours)"

Siyanda:"don'tsleeptoomuch.Youwillbelazy"

Me:"yeahthanks"



WereachedagarageandNhlanhlawasstanding

nexttoacar.Siyandaparkedandwegotoutofthe

carandwenttohim.

Nhlanhla:"uhmabelaningengalo(whyaren'tyou

wearingajacket?)"

Me:"kuwarmemotweni(it'swarminthecar)"

Siyanda:"uphethweubuntombi(sheisdoesn'tfeel

cold)"

Ihithisstomach.

Siyanda:"hayi(no)"

Nhlanhla:"comeasambe(comelet'sgo)"



Hetookoffhishoodieandgaveittome.

Nhlanhla:"gqokangobauzogula(wearoryouwill

getsick)"

Me:"Iamnotachildthough"

Siyanda:"youhavekidstothinkoff"

Itakethehoodieandwearitthenhethrowsthecar

keystome.

Me:"whatamIgoingtodowiththese?"

Nhlanhla:"youarelearninghowtodrive"



Me:"yho"

Siyanda:"goodluck"

Me:"whyareyousayingthat"

Hechuckledandwalkedoff.

Me:"SiyandaKhumalo!"

Heignoredmeandcarriedonwalking.

Nhlanhla:"thedriver'sseat"

Me:"amIdrivingalone?"

Hewenttothepassengerside..



Nhlanhla:"no.Youneedtoknowhowtodrivefirst"

InoddedandIwentintothecarandIdidasmall

prayerbeforehetoldmewhatIshoulddotogetthe

carstartedandididjustthatanditstarted.Iputon

myseatbeltandhedidthesameandIlaughed.

Me:"youandaseatbelt"

Nhlanhla:"HambaNdalo(goNdalo)",

Ipressedontheacceleratorslowly.

Nhlanhla:"yeah.Relaxandbestaeadyafirst"

Me:"thisishard"



Nhlanhla:"uzobagrandngokuhambakwesikhathi

(youwillbeokastimegoes)"

InoddedwhilebreathingoutandIdrovearound.

Goodthingit'slateatnightandnotmanycarson

theroadandwearenotdrivingwherethefreeway

usby.

Nhlanhla:"Youaredoingwell"

Me:"It'sstillscary"

Nhlanhla:"takearightandindicatewhendoingso"

IdidjustthatandthoughmyspeedwasslowbutI

wastrying.

Nhlanhla:"Siyayiqedalendabayokudrivisa



okwagogo(weareendingthisbusinessoffyou

drivinglikeagrandma)"

Me:"Iamtrying"

Henodded.

Nhlanhla:"takeanotherright"

Itookanotheroneandcarriedondrivingandtried

toincreasemyspeedagain.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalofocus"

Me:"IamfocusedNhlanhla"

Ihuffed.



Me:"Iamhungry"

Nhlanhla:"youwillgetfood"

Me:"Siyandapromisedmefood

Nhlanhla:"hewillgetitthen"

Me:"has"

Nhlanhla:"focusNdalo"

Ididjustthat.

Nhlanhla:"takeanotherrightandCarreyondriving

"



Ididasinstructed.Iwonderwherewearegoing.I

thensawtrucksandIwasscreaming.

Nhlanhla:"hayihayiBuhlebendalo(nono

Buhlebendalo)"

Me:"weareonafreeway.Howdoweturn?"

Nhlanhla:"wewillturninpietermaritzburgnow

driveandfocus"

Me:"(Icried)wearegonnadieNhlanhla"

ThewayIwasavoidingtrucks.

Nhlanhla:"it'sbetterlearning"



Iwasreallyscared.

Nhlanhla:"pressontheacceleratorbutnottoo

much"

IdidasIwastold.

Nhlanhla:"youwillgetyourfood"

Inodded.Ijustwantedsomefood,Ikeptondriving

andIwasn'tcalmatall.AtruckcamebyandthenI

lostitandIalmostlostcontrolofthecarbut

Nhlanhlagotitandhedirectedittothesidebefore

pullingthehandbrakesasIwaspanicking.

Nhlanhla:"damnBuhlebendalo!"

Me:"Iamsorry,thatwasScarry."



HegotoutandItookoffmyseatbeltandgotout

too.

Nhlanhla:"Youhaveagoalandthatistoreach

PMB,youneedtodrivethere,thetruckwon'tdo

anything.Don'tbescaredbyitssizeNdalodon't!!!"

Me:"whyareyoushouting?"

Nhlanhla:"ngobauyathithizaforaGuluvakazi(you

areslowforaGuluvakazi)"

Heopenedthepassengerdooragain.

Nhlanhla:"getinthecaranddrive!Idon'twanta

singlescratch"



Hegotin.Thatwon'tbepossible.Iwipedmytears

andIgotinthecarandIbuckledupandthenI

startedthecarandIclosedmyeyesbeforeopening

thenandIthendroveoff.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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ItslikesometimesNhlanhlaforgetsthatIam

pregnantwith5kids,IhavealreadylosttwoandI



amnotabouttoloosetheseoneseither.Ididgoto

aDr'sappointmentandIdon'twanttoknowthe

gender.IcommunicatewithNkosiandIreallymiss

himaswell,thegirlgetshornyyouknowbutI

alwayssurvivedandIwillsurvivemissinghimfor

justafewmonthsandhewillvisitme.Wellbackto

whereIam.Ivomitonthefloorandwaterispoured

onmyvomit.

Nhlanhla:"Inkinga?(Problem?)"

Hehandsthewatertome.Itakeitanddrinkit.

Me:"Ifeeldizzy"

Nhlanhla:"Iwilldrive"

Me:"YouforgetIampregnant"



Nhlanhla:"notparalyzed"

Hegoestothedriver'ssideandIgetinthe

passengersideaswellandhethenstartsthecar

anddriveoff.Hesdeterminedinmelearninghow

todrive.

.

.

*NOMCEBO*

Iknockedonelasttimeandheopenedthedoorand

helookedatme.Stillinhisboxers.

Thembinkosi:"canIhelpyouwithsomething?"



Ne:"ibroughtfood.Isawyoueatfastfoodstoo

muchthesepastfewdaysandMamawasn'thappy

"

Thembinkosi:"Nomceboturnaroundandgohome

"

IpushmywayinandIgottothekitchenandiput

theboweldownonthecounter.

Me:"Iamhelping.Andfillinginsomeshoes"

Thembinkosi:"howisNkosana?"

Me:"Heisgood"

Henodded.Ipreparedforhim.



Thembinkosi:"whenareyouleavingmealone?"

Me:"butIdidn'tdoanything"

HefoldedhisarmsandIlookedathim.

Me:"wellokletmetellyousomething."

Iwentclosertohim.

Me:"Imissyou"

Thembinkosi:"Nomcebo"

IwentdownonmykneesandIpulledhisboxers

downandlickedthetipofhisdickandhishand

wenttomyhead.Ilickedandsucked.



Thembinkosi:"fuck"

Me:"Iwilljustfillin"

Thembinkosi:"Ifmywifefindsout"

Me:"Iwonttellasoul.Wewillbediscrete"

Isuckedandheclosedhiseyes.Ikisshischestand

wentupandgotupandkissedhislipsandhewas

hardwhileIplayedwithitandhepickedmeupand

putmeonthecounterandwekissed.

Thembinkosi:"Nomcebo"

Me:"Thembinkosi"



Whilethewifeisaway,thesidewillplay.Hekissed

myneckandIheldhiswhilehisfingerslippedinto

myPrivateareaandImoanedwhilehethrustedit

insideme.

.

.

*NDALO*

Me:"whatsnext?"

Nhlanhla:"theyarestillplaningonremovingyou"

Me:"whyme?"

Nhlanhla:"youhurtamanwithwhat'sisprecious



tohim"

Me:"Iwillbereadybythen"

Nhlanhla:"withyourpacehopefully"

Ihithisshoulderandhelaughs.

Me:"Iwillbehawu"

Nhlanhla:"Iwasjustsaying"

Me:"Donjustsay.LetmecallThembinkosi"

ItookoutmyphoneandIdialedNkosiandhe

answeredafter3rings.



Nkosi:"SthandwaSam"

Me:"hibaby,unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Nkosi:"Iamgood.Ikissyou,Iwillcomebythis

weekend"

Me:"ngingakujabulelalokho(Iwouldbehappy)

areyouok?"

Nkosi:"yeahIam"

Me:"yourbreathingisoff"

Nkosi:"Iwasjogging"

Me:"ok,bye.Behave"



Nkosi:'youtoo"

Me:"always"

IhungupandthenIfrowned.

Nhlanhla:"youlooklikeyousuckedalemon"

Me:"sincewhenNkosijogs?Somethingisoff"

Nhlanhla:"Whatdoyouthinkitis?"

Me:"ipangaziokwamanje(Idon'tknowfornow)"

Nhlanhla:"Iwilltalktohimandfindout"



Me:"don't.Mymindismessingwithme"

Helookedatmeandnodded.

Me:"pleasecanwegotoGalleria"

Henoddedonceagain.Irubbedmystomachas

wellandclosedmyeyes.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo,Don'tloosefocusthat'sall"

Inodded.

.

.



.

*NOMCEBO*

Me:"joggingreally?"

Hisgriparoundmywaistisstrong.Hethrusts

deeperandimoan.

Me:"ah!"

Thembinkosi:"Shhh"

HeflipsusandIamontopofhimandIridehim

whileheplayswithmyboobs.Ibitmybottomlip

andsuckthemaswellthenputmyhandsonhis

chestaswell.



Me:"ohmyGoshThembinkosi"

HegroansaswellandIbitmybottomlipandtryto

increasemypace.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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WegottoGalleriamallandwefinallywenttoeat

andIwashappyaboutthat.Thewaitercmethrough

andwegotourordersandweateinsilence,my

mindwasreallydisturbedabitfornoapparent



reasonbutIwasbroughtbacktorealityby

someonetalkingtome.

Nhlanhla:"Ngiphenye?(ShouldIinvestigate?)"

Me:"ItrustNkosi.Ishouldn'tletmyinsecuritiesget

thebetterofme"

Nhlanhla:"Mawusho(ifyousayso)"

InoddedanIcarriedoneating.

Me:"IamjustmissingIba"

Nhlanhla:"itwillbebetterwithtime."

Me:"sobambakancaneboh(it'sslowthough)"



Nhlanhla:"ujahelani?(Whyareyourushing?)"

Isighed.

Me:"IjustfeellikeIfailedhimNhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"youtriedBuhlebendaloandstillhisyou

aretrying."

Inoddedandsighed.

Me:"IreallyhopeIdogetbetterwithtime"

Nhlanhla:"youwill"

Icarriedoneating.



.

.

*NOMCEBO*

HeshothisloadandIgotoffhimandlaidnextto

himlookingattheceiling.Mybreathingwasheavy

andthatwasaverygreatsession.

Me:"wow"

Thembinkosi:"youarenotbad"

Me:"hawuwhatdidyouexpect?"



Hechuckledandkeptquiet.

Me:"let'snotthinktoomuch"

HereallylovesthiskidsbutIcanseehelovesme

aswell.Iknowso,ifhedidn'twewouldn'tbehere

sohedoes.Ijusthavetofallpregnantandthen

everythingwillbemuchbetter.Isnuggledcloserto

himandhepulledmetohimandIlaidonhischest

andhekissedmyforehead.

Thembinkosi:"Theheartisputtingmeinadifficult

position."

Me:"followit"

Helooksatme.



Thembinkosi:"IloveNdalo"

Me:"Iknow"

Therewassilence.NdaloisnotheresoIwilltakeall

mychancesandtimewithyou.iclosedmyeyes

andlistenedtohisheartbeat.

.

.

*NDALO*

____

"Buhlebendalo"



IlookedaroundandIwasinthemiddleofthestreet

,Isee5Carseatsinthemiddleoftheroadandmy

grandmotherappears.

Me:"Gogo?"

Shesmilesandeverythingdisappears

_____

Iopenmyeyesandlookaroundandiwasstillin

thecaranditlookslikewearegoingsomewhere.

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Nhlanhla:"UMlazi"



Inodded.

Nhlanhla:"youlookdisoriented"

Me:"no,Ijustdreamedofmygrandmotherafterso

long"

Nhlanhla:"It'sconsideredmaybeyouhaveagift"

Ilaugh

Me:"yeahfunny"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Ididn'trealizethatImissherthismuch"



Nhlanhla:"ithappens.

Me:"yeah"

Isighed.

Me:"Ifeeltired."

MyphonerangandItookitandit'sGoitse.

Me:"hi"

Goitse:"howisyourmother?"

Me:"ohsheisgettingbetter"

Ialmostforgotmylie.



Goitse:"that'sgood.Soonyouwillbeback"

Me:"yesIwillbe.Iwasworried"

Goitse:"willkeepherinmyprayers.WellIhaveto

go"

Me:"ok.Bye."

Ihungupandsighed.

Me:"ngathiuzobaisdinalosis(it'slikeshewillbea

nuisancethiswoman)"

Nhlanhla:"bringyourphone"



Igavehimmyphoneandhethrewitoutofthe

window.

Me:"haibo"

Nhlanhla:"besmart"

Me:"ohbutyoudidn'thavetodothat"

Nhlanhla:"askies"

Isatbackandfrowned.

.

.



.

afewweekspassedandtodayNkosicame.Wellhe

couldn'tmakeitlasttimebuthereheistoday.My

stomachisgrowingverybigaswell.Idon'tfitinmy

oldclothesaswell.

Nkosi:"woah"

Heouthisbagdownonthecouchandiwipedmy

handsandMahlaughedwhileshecarriedon

chopping.

Me:"what?"

Nkosi:"mysoccerteamsuitsyou"

Me:"thankyou"



Wesharedaperkandhekneeledandkissedmy

stomach.

Nkosi:"babaulah(daddyishere)"

Igiggled.

Me:"Iamsureyouaretired"

Nkosi:"kakhulu,kuyashubangempelaeGoli,

Skhovabamdubula(it'sgettingtoughin

Johannesburg,Skhovawasshot)"

Me:"isheok?Areyouok?"

Nkosi:"Iamveryok"



Me:"that'sgood."

Nkosi:"andIamgladyouarethisside"

Me:"yousee.Iknowbest"

Hechuckles.

MaK:"wewillgetabreakfromNdaloabit"

MeNvwhatdoyoumean?"

Nkosichuckledandheldmywaistwhilepullingme

closertohim.

Me:"iloveyou"



Nkosi:"loveyoumore"

Ihidmyfaceonhischest,thewayIlovehimitso

deepandbeyond.Idon'tthinkIwouldhaveshared

himwithLondie,orevensurvivedthat.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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afterallthereunionandeverythingweateandafter

thatItookNkosi'sbagandthoughhisclothesare

stillherebutIguesshewantedsomeofhisnew



oneshereaswell.Iunpackedforhimandhelaidon

thebed.

Nkosi:"Ngikhathele,ungivuseMakufikauNhlanhla

(Iamtired.WakemeupwhenNhlanhlaishere)"

Me:"ok"

Isitdownwhichwasabitofamissionandthen

startedunpackingintothebuiltinwardrobe.

Me:"IwasatthemallentsukwiniandIsawthese

cuteshoesatWoolworths"

Hewassilent.

Me:"Nkosi"



Iturnedandhewasasleep.Ismiledandcarriedon

packinghisclothesafterIwasdoneIstoodupfrom

thefloor.AveryhugestrugglethatwasagainandI

putthebagdownandtookoffmyshoesandIgotin

bedandIlaidonhischestandhewrappedhisarms

aroundmeandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:"IloveyouNdalo"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.Ithoughtyouwereasleep."

Nkosi:"IwasuntilIfeltyouonme"

Me:"okPhumula(rest)"

Hekeptquietandherestedonceagain.Ikeptmy

silenceandIlookedathimandIsatupandstarted

undressingNkosiandIsucceededeventhoughI

thoughtIwouldn'tandIthenpulledhimunderthe



coversandhewasdeadasleepafterthen.Ikissed

hisforeheadandpickeduphisclothesand

somethingdroppedintheflooranditwasblackand

lacy.Ipickeditupandlookedathimanditwasa

Thonganditseemedtohavedroppedfromhis

pants.

Ichuckledonmyone.

Me:"Lordisthisatest?"

Ithenwalkedtothebathroomandouthisclothesin

thebasketandwalkedoutwiththethingandputit

onthetableonaplasticandthenIpacedupand

down,soheischeating?Withwho?That'sthe

question.FuckhowcouldIbeafool?IknewI

shouldhavetrustedmyinstinct.

Isatdownandtherewasaknockonthedoor.I

ignoreditanditopenedandclosedandIfelttears



rundownmyeyes.

"haiboukhalelani?(whyareyoucrying?)"

Me:"Heischeating.Ican'tbelieveit"

Siyandasatnexttomeandhuggedme.

Siyanda:"shhhit'sok."

IthurtsbecauseIlovethismanandIneverthought

ofdoingthattohimbecausehebringseverythingto

thetable.Idon'tneedanythingandanyoneelsebut

Iamjustnotenough.ThedooropensandNhlanhla

walksinnIwipemytears.

Nhlanhla:"Andthen?"



Siyanda:"Uhm"

Helookedatthetable.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalowedon'twanttobeWelcomedby

yourunderwear"

Me:"it'snotmine."

Itookitandstoodup.

Me:"Iwillburnit"

Nhlanhla:"callMsheks"

Siyanda:"Iwillcallhimbeforeweburysomeone"



Nhlanhla:"whywouldweburysomeone?"

IwalkedouttothebackandIburnedthatpieceof

rubbish.Sies,Ifeeldisgustedandidon'tevenknow

howIwillevenlookathim.JustbecauseIforgave

himthefirsttimeinjaildoesn'tmeanthatIshould

beconstantlywalkedover.Isatdownonthefloor

andIjustcriedmylungsout.

"Ndaloshhh"

Siyandacrouchednexttome.

Me:"ithurts"

Siyanda:"Iamsorry.Wewillhavetofindmore

evidenceonwhoitis"



Me:"ah!"

Iheldmystomach.

Siyanda:"Areyouok?"

Ishookmyheadandhestoodup.

Siyanda:"Uhm.Shit!What'swrong?"

Me:"Cramps"

Siyanda:"trytocalmdown.Breathwithme"

HedidtheinsandoutandIfollowedhisstepand

triedtobreathproperly.Itwashard.Itwasreally

hardtocalmdownanditwasn'thappeningassoon

butsoonafterIwascalm.



Siyanda:"areyoucalm?"

"Siyanda!"

Me:"go"

Siyanda:"uzobagrand?"

Inodded.

Me:"tellNhlanhlaIwanttogoforadrivepractice

tonight.Idon'tthinkIwillsurviveseeinghim.Ijust

wannaregisterthis"

Henodded.



Siyanda:"okIwill"

HewalkedoffandIstayedthereandclosedmy

eyesanddidthelittlebreathins

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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"angikazengizizwekanjena

phamikomuntuwesifazane



Ngishonangaphambikwentombi

Angikazengizweinhliziyoyam

IshayaKangakakuzozonke

Uzimozomhlabangishonangaphambikwentombi

Hebafohebafongobasengidlisiwe....."

Iturndownthevolume.

Nhlanhla:"asifuniushayise(wedon'twantyou

crashingthecar)"

Ipressedontheacceleratorandlaidbackabitand



triedforthetearsnottoflowandthenIgotonthe

freewayandsloweddownabit.

Nhlanhla:"khonaokukuhluphayo?(Isthere

somethingthat'sbothering.You?)"

Me:"HowmanyhoursisitfromheretoPmb?"

Nhlanhla:"Anhourifyouareaslowdriver"

Me:"wearegoingbeyondthat"

Nhlanhla:"Zikhiphani(what'sgoingon?)"

Ichuckle.

Me:"yaziengathingidlisiwe(youknowit'slikeIam

inalovetrans)"



Nhlanhla:"whydoyousaythat?"

Me:"ijustfeellikeafoolinlife"

Nhlanhla:"youarenot.Youaresmarterthanthat"

Me:"Iknow."

Nhlanhla:"whateveritisDon'tlooseyourself"

Inodded.

Me:"thankyouineededthat"

Nhlanhla:"takeyourangeroutonagun"



Ichuckled.

Me:"Iwilldoso"

Nhlanhla:"whenIfindoutukuthiyinileh

ekuhluphayo.....(Whatisthatisbotheringyou)"

Me:"It'sfine.Iwillhandleit."

MyphonerangandNhlanhlatookitanditwas

Nkosi.

Me:"Iamstilldriving"

Nhlanhla:"Iwilltellhim."

Heanswered.Ididn'tcarereallywhathesaid.



Nhlanhla:"sheisdriving"

Therewassilence.

Nhlanhla:"NdalouMsheksufunaukuringanawe

(NdaloMshekswantstotalktoyou)"

Me:"Ican't"

HeputhiscallthroughbluetoothandNkosiwason.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Iheldonthesteeringwheel.



Nkosi:"WhyisNhlanhlateachingyoutodrivewhen

Iwasgonnadothat"

Me:"atsomepointIhadtolearn"

Nkosi:"it'slateandyouarepregnant.Let'smeetin

Musgrave"

Me:"wearedrivingpastPMBandthereisnoturn

until......"

YhoIwasstuck.

Nhlanhla:"WewillturninLadysmith.Nanka

AmagataNdoda(herearethecopsman)"

Nkosi:"EishNdalo.Bringmywifebacksafeand



sound"

Nhlanhla:"Iwilltrustme"

HehungupandIparkedatthesideoftheroadand

gotoutofthecarandkickedthetiresmultipletimes

astheothercarspassedbyandIgroanedandthen

Nhlanhlaheldme.

Nhlanhla:"yehlisaumoyaNdalo(calmdownNdalo

)"

Me:"NgimthembileNhlanhlakantingiyoslima(I

trustedhimNhlanhlabutIwasafool)"

Ishookmyheadastearsleftmyeyes.

Me:"'iamdisgustedtobeevencalledhiswifeyetI



amcarryinghiskids"

Itookoffmyringandthrewitaway.

Me:"thisshamifamarriage.Ijust...."

Ibrokedownandhewassilent.

Nhlanhla:"Sshhhyehlisaumoya.(Calmdown)"

Isniffed.

Nhlanhla:"Kuzolunga,kuzolunga(itwillbeok.It

willbeok)"

Icried.



.

.

*NOMCEBO*

IwashummingaroundthekitchenandNkosana

walkedinlookingtired.

Me:"heyboyboy"

Nkosana:"youhavebeenhappythesedays"

Me:"lifeisgood.Ibaked."

Nkosana:"mybossissotrusting.Shegavemea

case"



Me:"that'snotright,sheisthrowingyouunderthe

bus"

Hethensuddenlysmiled.

Me:"what?"

Nkosana:"Iwonthecase"

Iscreamed.

Me:"Iamsohappyforyou"

Nkosana:"metoo"

"What'swiththenoise?"



Mahwalkedin.

Nkosana:"Iwonacase.Myfirstevercase"

Ma:"ohgodisgoodmychild."

Nkosana:"really"

Me:"everythingiscomingtogetherverywell"

Ipressedmyhandstogether.

Ma:"It'sallthroughprayer."

Nkosana:"Ican'twaittotelldad"



Me:"ohhestoppedbyearlier.Hewenttoseehis

wife"

Nkosana:"oh.Ijustcan'tbelievemystepmotheris

youngerthanme"

Me:"yeahmetooboy."

Hechuckled.

Nkosana:"mrsNdalolookslikeagoodwomanfor

dadaswell"

Mysmiledisappeared.

Me:"yeah"

Ma:"dishupforme"



Me:"ok"

Nkosana:"Iamgoingtobath"

Hetookhisbriefcaseandtheyallwalkedout.Itook

outthetestfrommyapronandasmilecameback

on.ItookmyphoneandcalledTracey.

Tracey:"Cebo"

Me:"Tracey,Guesswhat?"

Tracey:"what?"

Me:"Iampregnant,2weeks"



Tracey:"woah,What?!"

Me:"yesI....."

Myairtimefinished.Iwillcallhertomorrow.Iheldit

andsmiled.

Me:"wearewithinnow"

IputitawayandmyphoneandIdishedupformah.

Goodthingscometothosewhodothings.

.

.

*NDALO*



WefirstpassedbythehospitalandIwasokbefore

wewentbackhomeanditwasAminthemorning.

Thesunwasalmostup,Icouldn'tsleepbutIwas

stillhungry.NhlanhladroppedmeoffandIwalked

insideandIfoundhimsittingonthecouchwithMa

andtheywereeating.

Ma:"youaredeterminedwithyourdriving"

Me:"Iamtired"

Iwalkedoff.

"Ndalo"

IignoredthemandgotinthebedroomandIshoved

myselfinsidethecoversandIclosedmyeyesand

letsleepconsumeme.



____

"Buhlebendalo"

Me:"gogo?"

Shewasstandingwith4strollersandIheardthe

cry.

Me:"gogo"

Gogo:"Godgivesandtakes"

Shedisappeared.

____



IopenedmyeyesandItouchedmystomachand

Nkosiwasleaningonthewall.

Nkosi:"youok?"

Me:"ifeellikevomiting"

Mygunwasn'tnear.Iwantedtoshoothimaswell.

Nkosi:"itwillbeoverinafewmonths."

Inodded.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Hekissedmyforeheadcomingcloser.



Me:"Ithoughtsotoo"

Isaidthatsoftly.

Nkosi:"saidsomething"

Me:"metoo"

Ilaidbackandclosedmyeyes.

.

.

.
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Icouldn'tlookathimnorstandbeingnexttohim.A

fewmonthspassedandIjustputallmyenergyon

thelessonsthatNhlanhlaandSiyandagivetome.I

don'ttalkaboutanythingbutjustkeepmyfocuson

onething.Mystomachisveryheavyatalmost6

monthsaswell.It'slikeIambouttopopanytime

soon,IhavebeengivingNkosiexcusesthatIwill

comeorhehassomebusinessandhehastotake

careofthat.Nxlies.

"Stepmom"

Ilookedatthecomputer.

Me:"didyoujustcallmestepmom?"



IwasdoingavideocallwithNkosanaandguiding

himinhisworkprocessesandImustsayheis

doingverygood.

HechuckledandIfrowned.

Nkosana:"yesmom,Ican'tbelieveyouwereright.

Ilooklikeyourhusbandforrealanditturnsouthe

ismyfather"

Hechuckled.

Nkosana:"whowouldhavethoughtonedaymy

bossismystepmother"

Me:"WoahwoahNkosiisyourfather?"

Nkosana:"youdidn'tknow?"



Me:"know?Iwasn'tinformed"

Nkosana:"ohw"

Me:"OhmyGod.Yho"

Nkosana:"IthinkIhavesaidenough"

Me:"Idon'thateyouok.Youareacoolpersonand

...."

Ijustclosedthelaptop.Makwalkedin.

MaK:"Thefoodisready"

Ishookmyheadandtearsstreameddownmyeyes.



MaK:"areyouok?"

Me:"mmmh"

Icouldn'tspeak.Iwasloosingmybreath,Ipointed

atmystomachanditwaspainful.Shepanicked.

MaK:"youcan'tgointolabournowyouarenot

even8months"

Me:"Ahhh!"

Warmliquidcamefrommylegsanditwasblood.

Shetookthecarkeysandcametome.

MaK:"ndalopleasecalmdown.Let'sgo"



Ishookmyhead.Itwasevenamission.Ibreathed

inandout.

MaK:"come"

ItriedtogetupandIwentonmyknees.Myknees

werewobbly.Ivommitedandsherantothekitchen

andcamewithbucketandcleanedupandshethen

tookherphoneandcalledsomeone.

MaK:"eyiZwakalaNdaloisbleedingandIcan'tget

hertothehospital"

ShehungupandlaidmeonmybackandIcould

seeablurryvision.Iwasfeelingshotsensationon

myUterusanditwaslikesomeonewasburningme.

TearsrolleddownmyeyeandIclosedthem.God

cantakemenowit'sok,hecantakeusnow

becauseIhavenoonetolivefor.Ifeelwaterbeing

splashedonmeandit'sMaK,sheiscryingaswell.



MaK:"Ndalopleasedon'tdie.Ican'tloosemy

daughter,calmdown"

Shewascrying.Someonecaredforme.

MaK:"Cabangelaingane(thinkofthekids)"

Nkosi,whatisheuptowhereeverheis?Iwonder

anditsaddensmehowmuchIhaveinvestedinthat

manandheliesaboutlovingmeeverysingleday

hedoesthat.Ican'tstandthatwithhim.Thedoor

opensandIclosemyeyesandMaKslapsme.

MaK:"VukaNdalo,don'tcloseyoureyes"

Iopenmyeyesandsee4feetandthenIamlifted

upandIaMtakenout.Iamsoakinginbloodaswell.

Iamputinthecarandit'sdrivenoffafterthat.



MaK:"breath,breathAndopenyoureyes."

Siyanda:"wasshetalkingtoNkosi?"

MaK:"angaziSiyandaangazi(Idon'tknowSiyanda

Idon'tknow)"

Ifluttermyeyelashes.

Nhlanhla:"nextwellsiyaeGoli.Inkululendaba

(nextweekwearegoingtoJohannesburg,this

matterisbig)"

Thereissilence.IlookatthetopofthecarandI

closemyeyes.

.



.

.

*NOMCEBO*

IsiponmyjuiceandthenlookatGoitse.

Goitse:"Mogalyoucandoyourthings"

Tracey:"soforrealyouarepregnant"

IrubbedmyalmostbutnonVisiblestomach".

Me:"Idon'tplay"



Goitse:"haveyoutoldhim?"

Me:"Iwilltellhimtoday"

Tracey:"good.Youareremovingthatwifenow"

Me:"yes"

Ourmeatordercame.

Tracey:"thankyou"

Goitse:"cheerstoyou"

Me:"tousandaweddingringthatwillfollow"

Tracey:"ifourhusbandsdon'tkillyourman"



Goitse:"yesgal"

Me:"youwillmakesurethatdoesn'thappen"

Goitse:"don'tmakethreatsMcebo"

Me:"mmmh"

Idrankmyjuiceasweate.

.

.

*MSHEKS*



Ithrewmycigaretteonthefloorandpuffedoutthe

smoke.

Skhova:"andthen?"

Me:"izinto(things)"

Skhova:"NhlukakanoNomcebo(leaveNomcebo

alone)"

Me:"Ndoda"

Skhova:"ucabangani?(Whatareyouthinkingoff

?)"

Me:"Isithembu(polygamy)"

Skhova:"Goodluck.Twowomanandoneman"



Hedrankhisbeer.

Me:"NdaloisobedientandNomceboitwouldn'tbe

hard"

Skhova:"ifyousayso"

HecarriedondrinkingandIgotupfromthestoop

andwentinsidethehouse.IwenttocallNdalobut

herphonewentstraighttovoicemail.Maybesheis

sleeping.Iputmyphonedown.Ineedtoapproach

Nomceboaboutthisideaaswell.

.

.



.*NDALO*

IwastakeninsidethehospitalandIheldNhlanhla

andSiyanda,Ineededthemwithmemorethan

anything.

Dr:"weneedtotakeherintotheatre."

Siyanda:"wearecominginwithher"

Hestoppedandlookedatthem.

Nhlanhla:"wedon'thavetime"

Dr:"yes"

Theywheeledmeoffandeveryonewasrunning

around.WegotinthetheaterroomandIwas



immediatelyonthesurgerytable,Iwasscared.

Siyanda:"Ican'tstayinforthis"

Hewalkedoutrunning.IlookedatNhlanhla.

Nhlanhla:"lalauzongificalah(sleep,youwillfind

mehere)"

InoddedandIfinallyclosedmyeyes.Icouldheard

theDrsshoutingandallbutIwassoonconsumed

insomesortofsleep.

____

"BestrongmyBuhle"

Itwasmygrandmotheronceagain.



Me:"gogo"

Shedisappearedagain

____

.

.

IopenedmyeyesandIwasinawhiteroom.Ami

inheaven?Icouldfeelpainthoughfrommy

abdomenandremindsmeofhowIgavebirthto

Ibanathi.IhearsniffingandIturnmyheadandsee

MaK.

Me:"mah"



MythroatfeelsdryyetIdidn'tdoanything.She

standsupinarushandeveryoneishoveringover

me.

MaK:"howareyou?"

Siyanda:"hereiswater"

IdrankwaterandthenIlookedatMaKandhewas

crying.

MaK:"Iamsorry"

Me:"mah"

MaK:"you...."



Shecried.Siyandaclearedhisthroatandheldmah.

Me:"konkekuryt?(Everythingok?)"

Nhlanhla:"itwillbeok.Youarestrong

Buhlebendalo"

Me:"Tellmeplease"

Icried.

Siyanda:"youmiscarriedalot"

Nhlanhla:"youlosttwotwins"

Iclosedmyeyes.



Siyanda:"threeareinanincubator"

Nhlanhla:"butabnormal"

Me:"how?"

Tearsleftmyeyes.

Heclosedhiseyesandsighed.

Nhlanhla:"Theyshareoneheartbeatandbody"

Iwalkedafterthat.Hehuggedme.

Me:"OhmyGod"

Siyanda:"IamsorryNdalo"



Icriedwithmah.

Siyanda:"shouldIcallMsheks?"

Nhlanhla:"No,wewillgothere"

Ifeltmyheartbeatfasteranditwaspainfuland

MahwalkedoutandSiyandafollowedhertomake

suresheisok.Iamhurt.Istopcryingbutthe

burningsensationisthere.

Me:"ngamenzaniunkulunkulu(whatdidIdotoGod

?)"

Nkosi:"lutho.(Nothing)"

Me:"Ihavenooneandtheyweremyonlyfamily"



TheDrwalkedintheroom.

Dr:"ohMrsMajola.Iamgladyouareawake"

Ikeptquiet

Dr:"Icamewithnews"

Nhlanhla:"whatnews?"

Dr:"wetriedallwecouldbuttheirtinyheart

stopped.Theyweren'twelldevelopedaswell"

TearsleftmyeyesandNhlanhlahuggedmemore.

Nhlanhla:"it'sok.Iamhere"



I...Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyouGod.I.....

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IwashedmyhandswhenIwasdoneandIthengot

inthecarandsawthatIhavealotofmissedcalls

andmessages.IignoredNkosanaandcalled

Nhlanhla.



Nhlanhla:"Buhlebendalo"

Me:"whereishe?

Nhlanhla:"Hospital,whereisshe?"

Me:"herwaytohell"

Nhlanhla:"Ok"

IhungupandIstartedthecaranddroveoff.

.

.



*GOITSE*

IhuggedTraceyaswebotharecrying.OhmyGod

Nomcebo,whowouldwanttocrossuslikethat.

Thando:"stayherewearecomingback"

InoddedandTraceykeptoncrying

Me:"Please,pleasefindherbody"

Mpho:"wewill"

Theytooktheircarkeysandtheysoonwalkedout.

Me:"Iamsorry"



Shesobbed

Me:"ohModimo"

Myheartwasburningforheralot.

.

.

*NDALO*

IgottothehospitalandIparkedthecarandmade

mywayoutofthecarandinside.IsawNhlanhla

sittingonthechairanduwenttohimandItapped

hisshoulderashehadbowedhishead.

Me:"whereishe?"



Nhlanhla:"ICU"

Inodded.

Nhlanhla:"heisinacomma.Ifhewakesuphewill

beparalyzed.

Me:"mmh.Iwanttoseehim."

Nhlanhla:"whereisthegun?"

Me:"car"

Henodded.

Nhlanhla:"youcango"



Iwalkedoff.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Iturnedtohim.

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry.Youdon'tdeservethis"

Me:"nowomandoes"

IwalkedtowardstheICUandIsearchedforhis

wardandIfoundhimandhewaslayingthere.Igot

inandclosedthedoorandtookachairandsatnext

tohimandhehadanoxygenmaskIthinkonhim.

Ilookedathim.



Me:"Idespiseyouatthismoment.Ifeellikeafool

forlovingyou."

Therewassilence.

Me:"UnganginyanyisaThembinkosiMajola!!(You

disgustmeThembinkosiMajola!)"

IstandupandIremovetheoxygenmaskandpull

thesheetdownandhehasabandageoverhis

stomachandshoulder.Ipressedonhiswoundand

themachinesstartedabitandIputthemaskon

himandlookedathim.ItookitoffagainandI

pressedonhissoresharderthanbeforeandblood

oozedandthemachineswenthaywire.Nhlanhla

gotinwithSiyandaandtheyremovedmefrom

Nkosi.

Me:"Iwanttokillhim.Likehowhekilledme.Iwant

todothatNhlanhlaputmedown.



Nhlanhla:"youwillgetarrested.

Me:"Idon'tcare,Ihavenoone.Iwanttokillhim."

Siyanda:"hisheartbeatisdropping"

Nhlanhlatookmetothesinkandwashedoffthe

bloodbeforedraggingmeoutandSiyandafollowed

andtheDrcame.

Siyanda:"Docweneedyou"

TheyrushedoffandIlookedatthem.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo.



Ilookedathim.

Nhlanhla:"Don'tletangerruinyou,youareagood

person"

Me:"iwanttokillhim."

Nhlanhla:"Iknowyouareangry"

Wegotintheelevator.

Me:"youknownothingNhlanhlasojustshutup

causeyouknownothing"

Hepressedabuttonontheelevatoranditstopped

movingandheheldmywaistandkissedmeandI

returneditputtingmyhandsonhischestandhe

brokeit.



Nhlanhla:"areyoucalm?"

Iwassilent.

Nhlanhla:"good.Workonyourselfnowandfind

yourself.YouareyoungNdaloyoumarriedyoung

andwentthroughalotatthisyoungage.Nowit's

timeforyou"

Iwentonmytoesandkissedhimbuthebrokeit.

Nhlanhla:"findyourselfnowNdaloandworkon

yourselfwithoutaman"

Inoddedastearsprickledmyeyes.

Nhlanhla:"Good"



HewipedthemandthenPressedwhereeverandthe

elevatorstartedmoving.Iwassilent.

Me:"thankyouforeverything."

Nhlanhla:"It'sallok."

InoddedanditopenedandIwalkedoutfirstandhe

followed.

Nhlanhla:"wouldyoulikecoffee?"

Me:"Nothankyou.Ijustwanttocheckinahotel

andrest"

Nhlanhla:"letmeseeyourscar"



Istoppedmovingandshowedhim.Itwaspainful.

Nhlanhla:"howisit?"

Me:"it'sok"

Lies.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgo"

WewenttofindaDr

.

.

Igotinthehotelroomandwentstraighttothe



bathroomandIwenttotakeashower.Isatonthe

showerfloorandjustkeptmysilencewhilethehot

waterburnedmybodybutIdidn'tcare,mymind

didn'tcareifIwasburningthatmuch.Ilooked

throughtheglassdoorandIlookedathimbutthe

steamwascoveringthewholebathroomnow.I

pulledmyhairandsighedbeforeactuallycryingas

well.Ifeelthepainandit'sverypainful.Eventhe

positionIamsittinginisveryuncomfortableaswell

butIdon'tcare.Aftersfewminutesheopensthe

doorandpullsmeoutandwrappedmeinatowel

andtookmeoutofthefoggybathroom.Heplaced

meinthebedandtookoutmyclothesandstarted

todressmeinmyunderwearbeforehelotionedmy

body.

Nhlanhla:"youarehot"

Iignoredhimandjuststaredintospaceandhewas

silentaswell.Hegotmedressedinpyjamasand

putsmeunderthecovers.



Nhlanhla:"sleep.Escapetheworldforamoment"

IclosedmyeyesandletsleepconsumemeasI

escapetheworldforamoment.

.

.

*GOITSE*

Iwalkedinhisofficefollowinghimjustafterthey

havegottenback.TraceywasasleepandMpho

wenttocheckonher.Iclosedthedoorandhe

turnedtome.

Me:"anything?"



Thando:"It'ssaidMsheksisatthehospital"

Me:"what?Woahwhy?"

Thando:"Iamnotsure."

Me:"NomceboandThembinkosiwerehavingan

affair"

Thando:"maybeit'shiswife"

Me:"butsheisnotbackasyetandwhywouldshe

shootherhusbandtoapointofdeathbed."

Thando:"Iamjustthinking"



Me:"weneedtofindNomcebo'sbody"

Thando:"thatwillbeaverylongprocess.Weneed

tofindthekillerbeforeanything"

Inodded.

Me:"yeahsure"

Hekissedmylips.

Thando:"Iloveyouok?"

Inodded.

Me:"iloveyoutoo"



Wesharedakissagain.

.

.

*NDALO*

IwokeupandscannedmyeyeseverywhereandI

wasstillinahotelroomjustlikehowIwas,I

thoughtmaybethiswouldallbeadreamthatIwill

wakeupfromandjustturnandlookatNkosiwho

willbeholdingmewhileIampregnantforthefirst

timebutnoit'snot.It'sjustallmyreality.Isatup

andsatonthebedlookingintothefloorbeforeI

mademywaytothebathroomandIturnedonthe

lightsandbrushedmyteethaswelllookingatmy

reflection.ThedooropensAndIhearsomeonecall

meandSiyandaappears.



Siyanda:"Ndalougrand?(Ndaloyouok?)"

Ikeepquiet.

Siyanda:"askies(sorry)"

Me:"unjani?(Howishe?)"

Siyanda:"heisstable,heisrespondingto

everythingtheygivetohim"

Inodded.

Siyanda:"What'sgonnahappenifhewakesup?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"



Siyanda:"itwillallbeok"

IheldinthesinkandIcleanedmytoothbrushand

mouthandheldontothesinkandtearsstreamed

down.

Siyanda:"Ibroughtfood.Nhlanhlaisdownthe

stairs."

Inodded.

Me:"thankyou"

Siyanda:"whatdidyoudotoher?"

Me:,,nothingmuch"

Henodded



Siyanda:"Ihavetogetbacktothehospital.Iwas

justcheckingonyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Hehuggedmebeforemakinghiswayoutofthe

bathroom.ItookapissandafterthatIwipedand

flushedandwashedmyhands.Iwalkedoutofthe

bathroomandNhlanhlagotinwithpaperbags.

Nhlanhla:"youarecalm?"

IkeptquietfeelingalumpinmythroatbutIpushed

itbackandhehuggedme.

Nhlanhla:"itwillbeok"



Iheldonhim.

Me:"Idon'twanttoseehim."

Nhlanhla:"it'sok"

Isniffed.

Nhlanhla:"justdoasIhavesaid."

Me:"wheredoIstart?"

Nhlanhla:"starthere"

Inodded

Me:"ok"



Isniffed.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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FewdayshadpassedandinthosedaysIgave

Nkosanaaleavebecauseofhismothersituation.

Hedidnothingtome,it'shisparentsthatwronged

me.Igotoffthebedandkickedthewinebottlesoff

astheyrolledonthefloor.Myheadisthrobbinglike

hellinthatprocess,IgotothebathroomandIlook

atmyselfandIlooklikeazombie.Eyepatchesand

eyebagsthatIhad.IlooklikeIhaveagedinthese

pastfewdays.Iopenthetapwaterandwashmy



facehopingIwouldlookbetterbutit'sstillthesame.

IbrushmyteethandIgetintheshowerandItakea

quickoneaswell.IgetoutonceIamdoneandIget

dressedinleggingsandat-shirtwithsneakers.I

takethecarkeysandmybagandIwalkoutleaving

theroomamessandgototheelevator.Thewhite

coupleinsidelooksatmeandatthismomentI

don'treallycare,theelevatorpingsandImakemy

wsyoutofthehotelandopenthecarbandhop

insideandIclosedmydoorandstartthecarbefore

drivingoff.Myphonehasbeenoffforawhileas

well.Idon'tneedtotalktoanyoneatthemoment.I

gettothehospitalandIgetoutofthecarandIlock

itandIwalkinsidethehospital.IwalkedtotheICU

sectionandsearchedforhimbutIcouldn'tfindhim,

couldhebedead?Iwouldhavebeeninformedright

?

Nurse:"canIhelpyou?"

Me:"I..."



IswallowWhateverthatisstuckinmythroat.

Me:"IamlookingformyhusbandThembinkosi

Majola"

Ifeelaheartburnjustbysayingthat.

Nurse:"oh,hewasmovedtoawardthismorning."

Me:"oh"

Iheldontomybag.

Nurse:"pleasefollowme"

ShewalkedoffandIlookedaroundbeforefollowing



herbehind.

Nurse:"yourhusbandissfighter"

Ifakesmile.

Me:"very"

Nurse:"Iamsureyouaregladhesurvived"

Me:"mmmh"

Wecarryonwalkinginsilencethroughthehospital

tillwereachhisward.

Nurse:"Wellhereyougo."



Me:"thankyousomuch"

Nurse:"youarewelcome.Letmego"

ShewalksoutandIclosethedoorandclosethe

curtainandIpulledachairandputmybagnextto

hisbedsideandlookedathim.Mmh,probably

thinkingofhismistress.Ifoldedmylegsandtook

arosefromhisflowersandtheyhaveacard,from

Makhowsweetshame.IhearhimgroanandIlook

athimwhilehefluttershiseyesopenandkeepson

groaning.Ijustkeepmysilenceandhelooks

aroundandhiseyeslandonme.Iplaywiththe

flowerandIputitdownandsitup.Hegroansand

closeshiseyesandIstandupandpourwaterfor

himandIsitnexttohimonthebed.

Me:"hereissomewater"

Helooksatme.



Me:"NkosiukubeBengifunauku'kbulalangabe

usuyidlozi(NkosiifIwantedtokillyou,youwould

havebeenanancestornow)"

Ihelpedhimdrinkthewaterandheclearedhis

throatandIfixedhissleepingpositionupright.

Nkosi:"ah!"

HeclosedhiseyesandIlookedathimandhe

openedthemandlookedatme.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Itwasn'tassweetasalways,itwasfullof



somethingthatwascarriedwithit,Idon'tknowbut

itfeltheavier.

Nkosi:"(groans)Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Hecloseshiseyesandtriestobreath.

Me:"uxoliselani?(Whyareyousorry?)"

Hegroansandlooksatme.

Nkosi:"nga....Ngalentooyibonile(Wit....withwhat

yousaw)"

Me:"yaziubileneshindi,wangigilaigodaphezu

kwejonqa(youhadthenerve,youshowedme

flames.)"



Nkosi:"Ndalo...."

Iinterruptedhim.

Me:"ListentomeNkosi.Yourmistress,gone.She

isonewiththesoilnowandyou..."

Ipokedhisbruise.

Nkosi:"ahfuck!!"

Me:"you,yousurvivedit."

Nkosi:"(groaning)NdaloIdidn'tmeantohurtyou"

Me:"youdidThembinkosi!"



Istoodupandspinnedwithmyarmswideopen.

Me:"whereisIbanathi?"

Iturnedaround.

Me:"Goddamnwhereareourkids!!?"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"IhateyouThembinkosi"

Nkosi:"NgiyakucelaNdalo(pleaseNdalo)"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Me:"youwantedtobreakourmarriageup.Guess



whatyoudidmorethanthat"

TearsdroppedfrommyeyesandIopenedthenand

lookedathim.

Nkosi:"Ndalo....NdaloIamsorry,I

really...(Groaning)IreallyamandIloveyouand

don'twanttolooseyou"

Me:"ngobauNdaloislimasakhoNkosi(because

NdaloisyourfoolNkosi)"

Nkosi:"No,Iamsorry"

Me:"sorrywon'tbringbackallourkids.Sorrywon't

dowhatyoudid,youareonlysorrybecauseyour

loverisnomore!Youareonlysorrybecauseyou

werecaughtyourubbish!"



Ihithischest.

Me:"youwereneversorrywhenIdidn'tknow!"

HeheldmyhandsandIcried.

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"

Me:Itrustedyouandyoumademeafool.Doyou

knowhowmuchofafoolIwasinhereyeswhenI

saidyouwouldn'tcheatonmeyetsheknewyou

werewithher"

Nkosi:"I...."

Me:"youbrokeus.Youbrokeeverything.!"

Ibreathedout.



Me:"idon'tknow"

Iwasabitcalmer.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Ilookedathimandhewasshaking.

Nkosi:"Ireallyamsorry.Ire...reallyloveyou"

Hecoughed.

Me:"youhurtme."

Nkosi:"Iknow.Iknow."



Ileanedoverandkissedhisforeheadandhefelt

cold.Ipulledthecoveroverhim.

Me:"It'shardtohateyou"

Hewouldblinkhiseyesslowly.

Me:"letmecalltheDr"

Nkosi:"iamok,Iamjust.Fe....feelingcold"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Nkosi:"it'sok"

Ikissedhimandpulledback.



Me:"ILoveyoumorethanIhateyou"

Nkosi:"metoo.Iloveyou"

Me:"letmecalltheDr"

Henoddedandclosedhiseyes.Iwalkedoutofthe

wardandIwenttosearchforaDr,Ifoundoneand

walkeduptohimandheturned.

Me:"uhmthereisaproblem.Ineedyourhelp"

Dr:"ok"

IwalkedinfrontofhimandIwalktoNkosi'sward

andheisstillshakingandtheDrrunsinsideand

thenpushesmeoutwhilecallinganurse.



Me:"what'swrong?"

Dr:"it'scritical.Isuggestyougohome"

Me:"nothat'smyhusbandinthereandyouwon't

tellmenothingabouthimsogodoyourthing"

Thenurseraninside.

Dr:"mamlistentous"

Me:"Insteadoffightingmegoanddoyourthing"

HethenrunsinsideandIseeNkosivomitbloodon

thefloorandit'salotbeforetheyclosethecurtains.

Me:"ohmyGod"



Iamshakingmyself.LordIamsorryforeverything.

Ireallyam.IturnaroundandIwalkmywaytothe

car.IfeltnumbandIhopeheisok,funnyenough

thatIshothimandlefthimlikethat.Iwalkedtothe

carandIgotinandIdroveofftoSoweto.

.

IgottoSowetoandwenttothehouseandtheguys

werethere.Igotinandgreetedandtheydidtoobut

youcouldfeelthesilencebehindthosegreeting.

Siyanda:"wehavebeentryingtocheckonyou"

Me:"Iwasbusy"

Ilookedaroundtheroom.



Me:"Wearedoingashootingtonight."

Nhlanhla:"where?"

Me:"Thefantasticfour"

Skhovalaughed.

Skhova:"Yhoaskiesforthat"

Me:"Mmh"

Siyanda:"SharpMinangiphakathi(ok.Iamin)"

Me:"good."



Nhlanhla:"Canwetalk?"

Inoddedandwewalkedoutside.

Me:"Zikhiphani?(What'sup?)"

Nhlanhla:"don'tmakesloppydecision'sbecause

youarehurt"

Me:"MaraIamnot"

Nhlanhla:"Iamjustsaying"

Me:"Iwenttoseehimtoday"

Nhlanhla:"andunjani?Unjaniwena?(andhowis

he?Howareyou?)"



Me:"Idon'tknow.Ifeellikethisissometest"

Nhlanhla:"youarescared."

Me:"off?"

Nhlanhla:"youhaveknownMsheksasyourone

andonlyfamily"

Me:"entlekuthini?(Whatareyoutryingtosay?)"

Nhlanhla:"it'snevertoowrongtolooseaperson

anddon'tbeatyourselfupforstaying."

Me:"Ishouldleave?"



Nhlanhla:"angishongonjalo(Ididn'tsaythat)"

"EyiNdodaaphonecall"

Nhlanhla:"Don'tmakesloppydecisions"

InoddedandhewalkedinsideandIsighed,

Nhlanhlareallyconfusesmeattimes.Iwalked

insidethehouse.

Me:"whereismah?"

Siyanda:"Durban"

Inoddedandmademywaytothekitchenandtook

outsomefoodandate.Ihaven'teatenalldaylong.

.



.

Theanxietyandhowmyheartisbeatingreallygot

mewantingtoturnbackfromthis.

Nhlanhla:"theretheyare"

Herolleddownthewindowaswelaidbackonour

seats.

Me:"weareready?"

Henodded

Nhlanhla:"yeah.Idriveyoushoot"



Me:"shocase."

HestartedthecarandthenSiyandawhowereinthe

frontcardrovepastandtheystartedshooting

towardsthemandCaeserwithTraceywereonthe

groundandthewomenwhowereoutsideraninside

screaming.

Goitse:"Baby!!"

Grindertookouthisgun.

Me:"let'sgo"

WedrovebyandItookoutmygunandshotatthem

multipletimesbeforeIretrenchedandNhlanhla

rolledupthewindows.



Me:"doyouthinktheyaredead?"

Nhlanhla:"iftheyarenotwewillfinishthem"

Inoddedandwedidafistbump.

Nhlanhla:"Thiscouldbeyourcareer."

Me:"nowwejusthavetomovebacktoDurbanwith

Nkosi"

Nhlanhla:"thatwillbegood."

Isighed.Hisphonerangandhetookitand

answered.

Nhlanhla:"hello"



HefrownsandTurnsthevolumedownabit.

Nhlanhla:"UhmIunderstand.Thankyou"

Hehangsup.

Nhlanhla:"weneedtogetyourstuff.Youleftyour

bagatthehospital"

Me:"ok...."

Hepulledupatthefieldandhegotoutofthecar

andsatdownupfrontthecarandIsawhimlayhis

headbetweenhisthighs.Igotoutandwalked

towardshim.

Me:"ntwanaugrand?(areyouok?)"



Igotinfrontofhim.

Nhlanhla:"yeahyeahNgigrand(yeahyeahIamok

)"

Me:"what'swrong?"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"HowisNkosi?"

Ateardroppedfromhiseye.

Nhlanhla:"Itdoesn'tlookgood"

Me:"heisbackinICU?"



Nhlanhla:"Cha(no)"

Iwentonmykneesinfrontofhim.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Hedidn'tmakeit"

Ifeltaknifeinmyheart.

Me:"didn'tmakeittowhat?!Nhlanhladidn'tmake

ittowhat!?"

Icouldfeelalumponmythroatandtearsstinging

myeyes.



Nhlanhla:"IamsorryNdalo"

Me:"No!No!No!No!Hecan'tleaveme!Nohe

can't!"

Nhlanhla:"iamsorry"

HeheldonmeandIcried,sirenswereheard.

Me:"NhlanhlangifunauNkosi,NgifunauNkosi!!

Bengingaqondileukumbulalangiyakucela

(NhlanhlaIwantNkosi,IwantNkosi!Ididn'tmean

tokillhimplease!)"

Iwascryingmylungsout.

Me:"NgifunauNkosi!(IwantNkosi)"



Nhlanhla:"(sniff)Iamsorry"

Hissorrywasn'thelping.Iblamemyself.Iblame

myselfforeverythingthathasbeenhappeningto

me.

.

.

.
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HereIam.Againonthesamemattressandthe

sameunclesanddoekandeverything.Theonly

differenceisthatNkosiisnothere.Ihavecried



enoughandIjustfeelnumbatthismoment.The

womencarryonsinginganddoingwhattheydo

mostandIamuninterested.ThefactthatIam

forcedtobeonthismatressisverytorturous.I

can'tblameanyonebutmyselfatthispoint.Ican't.I

wipemytearsthatIdidn'tknowhadfallenand

standupfromthemattressandImakemyway

outside.Theguysarechillingdrinkingbeerbutit's

silentaswell.Itssomberandsoasonthestreet.I

gottothebackyardandIsitdownandstareatthe

fencing,IfeellostandIdon'tknowatthispoint.I

feellikejustfollowinghimand....and.

IsighandstandupfromthefloorandIseeachair

andIrummagearoundthebacktrashandfindrope

aswell.

"Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing?)"

Igetfrightenedandhidtherope.



Me:"Nothing"

IsaysoftlyandIsniff.

Siyanda:"whereisyourgun?"

Me:"NhlanhlaTookit"

Henodded.

Siyanda:"Itwillbeok"

Itnevergetsok.Ijustnodded.

Siyanda:"Mahneedsyouwhenyouareok"



Me:"ok"

Heturnsandwalksoffanlooksbackatmebefore

hedisappears.Isniffandholdmyselftogether

beforeIturnandtaketheropeIblowoutandit'sa

butdirtyaswellbutwe'llcollectedandwrapped.

Mahwasarealfreak.Wewerejusthappyafew

yearsagoinloveandevenafterIbadiedwetried

andgotourlovebackandnowheisgone.

IdragthechairandIstandonitandtietotheroof

ofthisOpenbackvaranda.Iholdtheotherend

whenifeelit'senoyvhanditieitaroundmyneck

whileclosingmyeyesandIthenjumpoffthechair

andit'sstranglingme,mytheisburningbutnotas

muchaswhat'shurtinginsideofme.Ideserveto

die.IkilledeveryonethatwasinmylifeandnowI

amallalone.

"Ndalo"



Icouldfeelmyeyesgoingbackandhejumpson

thechairandIlandonthegroundbeforehepicks

meupandIamcoughingandcrying.Icouldn'teven

speakbutmythroatwassurelyburning.

Me:"Mmhh"

IholdmyneckandheholdsmewhileIcryandI

touchhisfaceandlaymyheadonhischestand

carryoncrying.

Nkosana:"It'shardIknowbutplease..pleasedon't

everdothatagain."

Herubsmybackandsoothesmeandmybleeding

heart.

Nkosana:"Ndalo"



It'slikeheisstillherebutyounger.

Me:"Nk...Nkosi"

Heiscryingaswellaswearesittingonthefloor.I

killedbothhisparents.Ishouldalsobestonedto

death.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Nkosana:"It's...it'sok...itshouldbeok"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Iamsorry"



Therewassilencejustsobbedhereandthere.I

finallystoppedcryingandhewassilentbutIwas

stillinhisarmsstaringintospace.

Me:"Shesteppedonmydoorstepofmycrumbling

home."

Hewassilentbutkeptonbrushingmyback.

Me:"shesaidmymotherhadpassedonandIlast

sawherwhenIwas4.(Teary)Mygrandmother

diedwhenIwas13andIhadtofendformyselftillI

was19andthat'stheyearImovedheretoSoweto.

MaLangawashersurname.Imetherdaughterand

...andshetreatedmelikeone.(Sniff)Her

husbandgavemesenseoffearbythewayhe

touchedmeandlookedatmewithhisdirty

eyes......Imetyourunclethroughherdaughterand

wewereinarelationshipbutherapedmeand

abusedmeandbrokeme..(sniff)He..hesaidhe

lovedmebutEverytimewouldbeatme.Iwantedto



studybuthewouldn'tallowme...Yourfather

...Nkosiwasmarriedbackthen.(Teary)andhis

wiferuinedmydressandhehelpedmecleanit,we

kissedandthenwegotalong...Heplannedmy

escapebutIhavetomarryhimandIagreed.Itwas

justthestar.Wewentthroughupsanddownsand

oursonwasbornandhedidn'tknowhimfor6

yearsbecausehewasarrested.Igothimoutand

thedayhemethissonwasthedaytheybothdied.

....I...IwaspregnantbutIlostall7ofmykids."

Isobbed.Hewassilentbutheldme.

Me:"Iamsorry."

Nkosana:"It'stough,ithurts,it'spainfulevenwhen

youareolder"

Inodded.



Nkosana:"comeit'sgettingcold."

Wegotofffromthegroundandmadeourwayto

thefront.HeheldmywaistjustsoIwouldfalland

Theguysstoodupwhentheysawus.

Siyanda:"Whyisyourneckred?"

NhlanhlalookedatNkosana.

Nkosana:"Ifoundherhangingfromtheroof."

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo!"

Siyanda:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"No"



Hetookmyarmanddraggedmetothecarandgot

meandanhegotinaswellanddroveoff.Hewas

silentbuthisbreathingpatternsaidotherwise.I

lookedoutofthewindowtillwereachedthefieldof

news.

Nhlanhla:"come"

HegotoutandIopenedthedoorandhecameto

mysideandcrouchedinfrontofme.

Nhlanhla:"IthappenedNdalo"

Me:"Imisshim"

Nhlanhla:"Iknow.Ilostabrother"



Me:"I..."

Nhlanhla:"wedon'tblameyoubecausewhatifs

won'tbringhimback"

Inodded.

Me:"Ihearyou"

Isigh

Me:"Ifeellikestabbingmyself"

HehuggedmeandIhuggedhim.

Nhlanhla:"Metoo.IwishItookhisplace"



Thereissilence.

Nhlanhla:"wewillhelpyouthrough"

Inodded.Webrokethehugandhewipedmytears.

Nhlanhla:"don'tkillyourself.MaKwon'ttakeitvery

well.Weallwon't"

Inodded.

Nhlanhla:"promiseme"

Me:"Ipromise"

Nhlanhla:"good."



Ileanedandkissedhimbuthepulledout.

Me:"pleasenumbthepain"

Nhlanhla:"youarevulnerableandthatkisswasa

mistake"

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"noNdalo."

Isniff.

Nhlanhla:"Don'tletyourselfbethisvulnerable.

Let'sgohome."

Iheldhisfaceandkissedhimandheletmebeand

Ibrokeit.



Nhlanhla:"letitbethelasttime"

Me:"thiswillbethelasttime."

Ikisshimagainandherespondsandbreaksit.

Nhlanhla:"don'tgoaroundseekingNkosifor

comfort.Itwillonlybreakyou"

Inoddedwithalump.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgohome"

HestoodupandIgotinandheclosedthedoorand

Isobbedinmyhands.Heistellingthetruth.Iam

seekingNkosinow.Hegetsinandheclosesthe

door.



Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

IwipemytearsandtillIamokthenhedrivesoff.

.

.

.
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Wedrovebackinsilenceandgothome.Iwassat

onthematressandafamilymeetingwasheldand

thesubjectisme.



Malume:"Makoti,kubuhlunguyebokodwaqina.

(Weknowit'spainfulbutbestrong)"

Me:"How?"

Aunty:"youneeddeepcleansing,unesinyama

(youhaveadarkcloud)"

Malume2:"yesandthishouseaswellasA

welcomeceremonyforThembinkosi'slonglostson

"

Istoodup.

Malume:"eyibuyalah!(Eyicomebackhere!)"

Iwalkedtothebedroomaseveryonecalledmeand



IclosedthedoorandlockeditandIwenttothe

wardrobeandtookhisshirtandIhelditbefore

slidingdownandcrying.

"(Bangbang!)Ndalo"

Isniffedandsobbedwhileholdinghisshirt

Me:"Iamsorry."

Theykeptonknockingonthedoor.

"Lethercalmdown"-MaK

"Shewillharmherself"

Theykeptonbanging,.Iclosedmyeyescrying.



.

.

BuryingNkosiwasamess.Arealbigone.Gangs

fromalloverGautengandKzn,evencapetownand

somewhitelookingpeopleaswell.Bulletsall

aroundanditwaslikeitwasn'tfuneral,itwasvery

packedthatwehaditatastadium,eventhereit

waspackedalot.Whenhisboxwentdownithitme

whatIreallydidandIwillalwayslovetoregretitas

well.Foodwasonlyservedfortheimportantpeople

whocomefromfarandtheywerealot.Iwassitting

inourbedroomwearingallblackandashoalinmy

shoulders.Iwasstaringattheboxesoffhispacked

clothesthattheauntiespackedaway,thisgoatskin

smellsreallybadaswellbutitdoesn'tmatteratthis

moment.TherewasaknockonthedoorandIdidn't

eventurnmyheadtoseewhoitwas.



"Ibroughtyoufood."

Hewalkedinandsatnexttome.Ilookedathimand

tearsleftmyeyesandIwipedthemandstaredback

attheboxes.

Nkosana:"IamsorryIamareminderofdad"

Ishookmyheadandwipedmyoverflowingtears.

Me:"don'tbe"

Heputthefooddownandhuggedme.

Nkosana:"it'sok"

Ishookmyhead.



Me:"Iwanttoseehim,holdhim,Kisshimandhug

himforthelasttime.Iwanttohearhimsayhe

lovesmealloveragainNkosana.Iwantto...(Ibroke

down)IwanttohearhimsayNdalooutofblue"

Nkosana:"youaretorturingyourself.Thinkofthe

goodtimesyouhad.Whatmademeatpeaceis

knowingwhomyfatherwas"

Isniffed.

Me:"Weneverreallyspentthe6yearswehave

beenmarriedtogether."

Nkosana:"evenso.Iamhere.Everyoneishere,

comeeat"

WebrokethehugandIatethefood,onlytwo



spoons.

Nkosana:"wearegettingthere"

Isighed.

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

Nkosana:"honestlyIdocrymyselfatnightwhenI

amalone.It'shardbutwewilllearntolivewithit"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Nkosana:"it'shectic.Whoevershot,mom,dadand

auntyaswellreallywantedthemdeadforareason"

Iswallowed.Iamtheculprit.



Me:"mmmh"

WestoodupandwentoutofthebedroomandMaK

cametohugme.

MaK:"youareok?"

Me:"yebo(yes)"

Shekissesmeallover.

MaK:"Idon'twanttolooseyou.Iamhere"

Me:"thankyou"

Weshareahugandwhitelookingguyscame



towardsus.

Man:"Annette"

HetookMaK'shandandkissedit.

MaK:"Pablo"

Man:"wearehurtofloosingoursoldier"

Hehsdaweirdaccident.

Me:"whoareyou?"

Him:"Pablo.Mshekswasaoldfriend,wemet

whenwevisitedSouthAfrica20yearsago"



MaK:"Iwillwalkyouout"

Theyturnedandwalkedout,sotheycomefrom

abroad.Iwenttotheoutsideandjoinedtheguys.

Skhova:"Mamaz"

Me:"Ijustneedabottletorelieve"

Siyanda:"here"

HegivesmeaciderandItakeitanddrinkup.Ineed

toreleasetheeverythingthat'shappeningaround

me.IwillforevermissNkosi,Musicwasplaying

andiwipedmytearsasIkeptondrinkingthebottle.

.



.

Wheneveryonearoundyouisgoneithitsyouthat

youareallaloneintheworld.Thatyoureallyhave

nooneandyoutheonewhomadeyourselfalone.I

preparedforwork,Iwasn'tgoingtositinthehouse

becauseitreallydrivesmecrazy.Ieitherfind

myselfimaginingthatNkosiisreallyhereorhewill

comebackinanyminute.ThenwhenIamasleepit

hitsmethatheisnothereatall.Itakethecarkeys

whenIamdoneandIhavetocalltheinterior

designerandredecoratethehousetosomething

differentthatdoesn'tholdthepastaswell.Iwalk

outlockingandNkosanawalksinwearingasuit.

Nkosana:"Iwasabouttocheckonyou"

Iclosemyeyesandbreathoutbeforeopeningthem.

Me:"Iamheadingtowork.Ican'tstaycoopedup"



Nkosana:"it'sunderstandablebutIwilldriveyou"

Inodded.Heparkedthecarinsideandthentookthe

carkeysandwegotinsideandhedroveofftowork.

Me:"howareyoufindingwork?"

Nkosana:"Iloveitreally.Iamworkingon

myxecondcase"

Me:"whenyouaredonewithwhat'sneededyou

willbeautomaticallyhired"

Nkosana:"that'samazingnews."

Thereissilence.



Me:"howisgogo.?"

Hesighed.

Nkosana:"sheisactingnormalbutitworriesme"

Inodded.

Me:"Isee"

Therewassilenceagain.

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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____

"hereallysurvivedthoseshots."

Hesatupandgroaned.

"Ihavetogetback,mywife..."

Me:"Youneedtorecover.It'sgoodthatIgotyouon

timeoryouwouldn'tbehere.Whoevershotyou

wantedyoudead."

Heswallowed.



Me:"youneedtoeat"

Hebreathedout.

Him:"whenanIgettingout.Ishouldbeoutthere

behindagun"

Me:"forgetgunsatthemomentandrecover"

Icleanedhiswound,hegroanedandIbandaged

him.

Me:"rest"

Iwalkedoutoftheroomleavinghimthereand

walkedoff.



_____

.

.

IspunaroundthechairandyhoIevenregret

comingtoworkbecauseIcan'tconcentrateatall.I

sighandlaymyheaddownandItakethephotoon

mydeskanditsoffus.Idon'tknowwhocapturedit

butIloveitverymuch.Itpotrayedwhatweusedto

havebeforeeverythinghappened.Weseemedand

lookedhappyandsoinlove.Ismiledandputit

downandHannahwalkedinmyoffice.

Hannah:"Thereisagentlemanheretoseeyou"

Me:"uhmlethimin"



ShewalksoutandinafewsecondsHewalksin

dresseddifferentlyfromallthetimeshedoes.This

timeit'sjustleather.

Me:"Ididn'tknowyouwereintown"

Hechuckledandsatdown.Hannahclosedthedoor.

Nhlanhla:"IWasdoingsomebusinessandthought

Ishouldpassbyandcheckyou"

Me:"Iamok"

Nhlanhla:"Youarenotsuicidal?"

Ikeptquiet.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"



Me:"mmmh"

Nhlanhla:"Iaskedyouaquestion"

Me:"It'scomplicated"

Nhlanhla:"How?"

Me:"it'snotmuchandit'snotlikeIdied"

Nhlanhla:"Youwillifyoudon'tstop"

Me:"it'sitbad?"

Nhlanhla:"yes."



IsighandstandupandIgoandlockthedoorand

thentakeoutbottledwaterfromtheminifridgeand

handonetohimandsitinfrontofhimontopofthe

desk.

Me:"It'sjustatnight,"

Idrinkup.

Nhlanhla:"thewayyousayit,it'slikeacasual

thing"

Me:"itis."

IputmywaterbottledownandIfoldedmylegsand

myskirtwentupabit.

Me:"Whenarewemarryingyouoff,weneed



somethinggoodafterthesehecticmonths"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Siyandahasagirlfriend.Idon'tdothem

atthemoment"

Me:"youwanttobelonely?"

Nhlanhla:"It'sbetter,Ijusthookuphereandthere"

Me:"Ishoulddothesame"

Hefrowned.

Me:"what?Youdon'twantmetohookup?"



Nhlanhla:"youhavenevercametomeacrossas

someonewhodoesthat"

Igotoffthedeskandwentaroundhimbentand

whisperedinhisearbittingitabit.

Me:"Ican'tbeagoodgirlallthetime.Lookwhereit

gotme"

Nhlanhla:"meaning?"

Me:"Philani,HedidwhateverwithmeandNkosi

cheatedonmetillhediedandIdidn'tallinthe

nameofBeingagoodgirl"

Nhlanhla:"Don'tchangeyourselffor........"

Iwhisperedinhisear.



Me:"It'slustfulanddesirable"

Ispunhimaroundandhechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Weshallsee"

Helaidback.Igotonhimandhechuckledlooking

attheside.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

IkissedhimandherespondedaswelltillIbrokeit.

Nhlanhla:"Soyouwantustohavesex?"

Me:"Notyet.I(perkedhislips)tofinishwhatyou



started."

Nhlanhla:"where?"

Me:"atthehospital"

Nhlanhla:"Ndaloyouwillcatchanditwillendsour

"

Me:"Iamnotcominginwithmyheart.Ionlylove

oneman"

Ikissedhimandheheldmywaist.

Me:"Iwon'tfallforyou"

Hechuckled.



Nhlanhla:"youaresomecharacter"

Me:"Youlikethischaracter"

Hechuckledandwekissedandhegotoffhischair

andpickedmeupandIhookedmyselfaroundhim

andhekissedmyneckandplacedmeinthetable

thenbrokethekissingandwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Me:"Oh"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Iwillseeyoulaterandgiveyoumore

later"

Me:"Makesure"



Heshookhisheadandwalkedout.Whatharmcan

fundo?Iwentbacktomyworkandtriedto

concerntratemore.

.

.
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Nkosanawalkedintomyofficewithafileandputit

onmydesk.

Me:"HowmayIhelpyou?"

Nkosana:"Iamnota....."



Me:"yougotthecasebecauseItrustyouthatyou

willtry"

Henodded.

Me:"Ok.Iamgoinghome.Iwillcomeback

tomorrow"

Nkosana:"thecar?"

Me:"youcanbringitinanytime."

Nkosana:"ok"

Itakemybag.



Me:"seeyou"

Iwalkedoutofmyofficeandstooloutmyphone

andcalledNhlanhlaandheanswered.

Nhlanhla:"Buhlebendalo"

Me:"Ngiyethembausendlelelninjalo(Ihopeyou

areonyourway)"

Nhlanhla:"Ifeellikearebound"

Me:"Wozandik'uze(singing)"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Iamcoming"



Me:"ok"

IhungupandsaidmygoodbyestoHannahandI

wentoutsideandstoodbytheparkinglotwaiting

forhim.Aftersomelittlelongminutesheparked

infrontofmeandIwentinsidethecarandbuckled

up.

Nhlanhla:"wheredoyouwanttogo?"

Me:"Themall,Iwanttobuyhouseproductswith

somemoneyIhave."

Henoddedandstartedthecaranddroveoff.

Me:"Iwanttochangethehouse"



Nhlanhla:"ifmakesyoucomfortableenoughthen

youshould"

Me:"Iwill."

Wegottothemallandwewentinandfoundastore

thatsellshomeaccessoriesandIstartedbuyingas

wellwhatiwantedtochange.

Nhlanhla:"don'tyouthinkit'searlyforallofthis

shopping"

Me:"Ijustwanttogetmymindoffthings."

Iturnedbacktothetypeofcolourvases.

Nhlanhla:"Iliketheredone"



Me:"it'sveryniceandwillmaketheroomhavethat

typeoffeel"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknowitbutiguessyouseeit"

Itookitandwegotwhatineeded.

Nhlanhla:"guessIamleavingtomorrowthen"

Hechuckled.

Me:"kaziuhlekani(Iwonderwhyyouarelaughing.

)"

Heshookhishead.Wewenttopayandwenttoget

takeawaysaswellandwalkedbacktothecar.

Me:"IheardTraceyisnomore.Whataboutthe



others?"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknowasyet"

Me:"ok"

Wewalkedtothecarandloadedeverythinginside

andhetookoffhisjacketandwegotinsidethecar

andIstartedeatingashedroveoffbacktoSoweto.

WegothomeandloadedeverythingoffandIwent

topreparefoodandwesatdownafterandheate.

Me:"Everytimeyougetallmotivationalyousound

likeatherapist"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"really?"



Me:"forreal.UbaniongakhokhelaYonakukhona

wena(whowouldpayforonewhenthereisyou?)"

Nhlanhla:"everyone"

Heputhisplatedownandrubbedhishandsand

drankwaterandIdidthesame.

Me:"Itrustyou"

Isaidthat.

Nhlanhla:"Youshould"

Henoddedhisheadsayingthat.



_______

Iwalkedinsidetheroomandheislayingonthebed

lookingattheceiling.

Me:"Youdon'thaveaninfection."

Him:"That'sgood"

Me:"Igottheseforyou"

Him:"WhenamIgettingoutofhere.Iwantmywife

"

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Aboutyourwife....."



Him:"amIrecovering?"

Me:"verywell"

Him:"Iwillgetthem.,Theywon'tseemecoming"

Ikeptquietlookingathim.Hegroansandcloses

hiseyesandIturnandwalkout.

_______

TwomonthslaterandIamgettingtolivelifeonthe

edgeandfullest,Iamtryingtolivemylife

differentlybutyouknow,oldhabbitsdiehard.Well

everythingisgoingwellreallyandGirlisgetting

someaswellandhavingfunintheprocess.Iam25

andmylifedoesn'tendhererightsoIshouldn't

careaboutanythingreally.



Mylegshookaroundhislegandmybreathing

patternshavechangedlikeIamapantingdogor

justtiredfromrunningyetIhaven'tran.Ibitmy

bottomlipandletasmallmoanescapemylips,I

hopeontohiscutyetuncuthairandittangled

betweenmyfinger.Myheadrollsbacklikeit's

gonnasnapasthepleasureisabouttowashover.I

cumandheseperatedmylegsaswellandopened

themwiderbeforeslippinginhisfinger,andpullsit

out.

Nhlanhla:"youareready"

Inodlikeaninnocentgirlandhechuckleshovering

overmeandweshareakiss.Myhandsroamonhis

upperalmosttattoolessbodyandtouchesthe

chainaswellandwebreakthekiss.Hegetsoffthe

bedandIsitupandhestripshisclothesoffand

climbsonthebedandhisshaftpressesonme.



Nhlanhla:"you'vecaughtnofeelings?"

Ishookmyhead.

Nhlanhla:"good"

Hekissesmyforehead.AndhonestlyIdidn't.He

kissedmylipswhileplayingwithmyonenippleat

thesametimeandImoanedtothetingleinhis

mouth.Ifelthimrubhistipandthenafterhe

slippedinandImoanedandhekissesmyneck

beforemovinginsidemedeeperandhardaswell.

Mytiescurlandmylegs.Cordsbehindhimashe

thrustsinsideme.Myarmsgoithisackandhe

kissesmyneck.

Me:"Ah"

Heincreaseshispacemoreandthiswaveis



comingtoosoon.Iamnotreadyforit.

Me:"(softly)Iamcumming"

HethrustsdeeperandIfeelitwashovermeandmy

kneesshakebutthatdoesn'tstophimheflipsus

overandIamontopofhim.Heplayswithmyboobs

whileIbounceonhimandgrindaswell.Hecurses

hereandthereasiigrindonhim.Heholdsmy

waistandholdsmebeforehittingmefrom

underneathandIbitmybottomlipandplaywithmy

boobs.

Me:"Ohmygoshyes!"

Hebithisbottomlipandwastearingmeapart.

.



.

.
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_____

Iranmypenonhisskin.

Me:"canyoufeelthat?"

Heswallows.

Him:"yeahIdo."



Me:"canyoufeelthis?"

Ikeptonrunningthepen.

Him:"Ido"

Iclickeditclosed.

Me:"That'sgood."

Him:"SoreallyhowlongamIgoingtostayhere?"

Me:"untilIfeelthatyouaredittodowhateveryou

wereintendingondoing.

Iwrotedownonmynotepad.



Me:"swallowyourprideandletmedomywork"

Henoddedslowly.

Me:"verywellthen."

Him:"Wait"

IdidasIstoodup.

Him:"whyuchunaso?Whyunceda?(whyareyou

doingthis?Whyareyouhelpingme?)"

Me:"YouarethefinalsteptowhatIneed"

Him:"andwhatisthat?"



Me:"youwillsee"

Iwalkedoutandkyphoneranitookitoutand

answered.

"Ntokozo"

Me:"Madala(oldman)"

"H....(Hecoughed.)HowIsitgoing?"

Me:"great.Ifoundher."

"Ok.Bringherhere"

Me:"Iwillsoon."



"Sure"

Ihangupandscrollthroughmyphonetoher

picture.

Me:"Wellshot"

Ichuckledandcarriedonwalkingoff.

____

Hewipedhishandswithacloth.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetogo,Iamdrivingback"

Me:"safetrip"



Nhlanhla:"Always"

Hestoodupandwewalkedtothedoorandshared

abriefkiss.

Me:"comebacksoon"

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetorecoverfromthis"

Igiggled.

Me:"yeah"

Nhlanhla:"itwon'tbeawkwardifwestoppedat

somepoint."

Me:"noitwouldn't."



Nhlanhla:"Ok"

HekissedmylipsandnibbledonmyneckandI

giggled.

Me:"Goyhuuu"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Bye"

Iopenedthedoorandhewenttohiscarandgotin

beforedrivingoff.Iwasclosingthedoorand

someoneknockedandIopenedthedooranditwas

Malanga.

Me:"hellomah"



MaLanga:"Ndalo"

ShewalkedinandIletherin.

Me:"HowmayIhelpyou?"

MaLanga:"youneeddeliverence"

Me:"fromwhat?"

MaLanga:"everyonearoundyouisdying.Who's

next?You?"

Me:"noitwouldn'tbe"

MaLanga:"howsureareyou?Thembinkosiis



dead"

Me:"don'tyoueverbringhisnameinthistypeof

conversationyouhearme?"

MaLanga:"'NdaloI..."

Me:"pleaseifyouhavenothingelsetosay,leave"

Sheturned.

MaLanga:"youwillalwaysrememberme"

Shetookherbagandshewalkedout.Isankonthe

couchandIcried.Itfeelspainfulandverysharpas

wellbutIhavetostaystrong.

_____



IwalkedbackinsidetheroomandIwheeledhimto

thegymandtheinstructorwasthere.

Him:"Goodone"

Me:"Exercisingwillalsohelpwithmovementand

recovering"

Him:"wecangetitstarted.Iwanttogobacksoon"

Me:"youwill"

HelookedatmeandIleftthembothinthereand

walkedout

_____



Igotofffromthecouchandwenttodrinksome

waterbeforeIwenttotheotherroomandtheboxes

werestillhere.Iopenedthemandtookouthischain

collectionandIchuckledandsniffedthenIwore

onearoundmyneck.Itookouthiswatchanditwas

theoneheworetheyearwefirstmet.Thoughit's

notworkinganymorebutitholdssomething.I

sniffed.

Me:"GodIamsorry"

Ilookedup.Heisprobablylookingdownonmeand

probablydisappointedinme.Iwipedmytears,I

havetochangeanddomuchbetterthanthis.Isat

onthebedandstartedjustsingingsongsthatcame

intomymind.

____

Ilookedathimgroaningthepainashetriedtopush



himselftodomorethanhecould.

Instructor:"weshouldtakeabreak"

Him:"No,noweshouldn't"

Hekeptongoingandtheinstructorlookedatme

andImovedcloser.

Me:"youaregonnahurtyourself."

Him:"Ijustneedtomove"

Me:"don'tyourselfinapositionwhereyouwouldn't

babletorecoverproperly"

HenoddedandsatdownandIgavehimwater.



Him:"Sure"

Inodded.

.

.

.
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AfterNhlanhlahadleftandsoasMaKIwentto

bathandafterthatIgotdressedandtookthecar

keysand!andmywayoutlocking.Igointhecar

anddroveofftowheretheyareallburried.OnceI



havereachedthecemeteryIgotoutofthecarandI

mademywaytoIbanathi'sgraveandIsatdownby

itandjustlookedatthetombstoneandtearsleft

myeyes.

Me:"Imissyou"

LookingatitjusttookmetowhenIwaspregnant

withhimandpregnantwithhissiblingsandloosing

themallintheprocessofthisyear.Ifeltemptyand

inpainandlessofawomanatsomepointthatI

couldn'teabletoprotectmykids.All8ofthemand

notevenonesurvivedthatmuch,Ididn'tgettohold

thetripletsonlyIba.IwipemytearsandIstandup

andkissthetombstoneandmademywaytothe

otherendofthecemeteryandIgottohisgrave.I

stoodthereandIlookeddown.

Me:"Hi"



Isniffed.

Me:"ngiyaziuyangubukamanje(Iknowyouare

lookingatmerightnow)"

Isniffed

Me:"Ngi....(I....)"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"Iwillseeyou"

Icouldn'tsayanythingelse,Ijustwalkedawayand

wenttothecarandgotinandthendroveoff.

___



Hesatdownonthechairandlookedatmetaking

theknifeoffthediningtableandIlaidbackand

stoppedeatingjusttolookathim.

Him:"iamtiredofbeinghereandwaiting"

Me:"Ihearyoubutyouarenotfitenough"

Him:"whenIgettomywifeIwillrecover.IfIfind

her"

Me:"precisely"

HeclickedhistongueandIcarriedoneating.

Me:"sowhat'swithholdingtheknife?"



Him:"Iamjustholdingit"

Inoddedandcarriedoneating.

__

ItwasmorningandIwokeupveryearlytoday.I

wasaloneandIthoughtIshouldmakemyself

productive.

Iwaslisteningtomusicwhilespringcleaningthe

house.Ihavemadeafewchangesinthebedrooms

andloungeandIamsatisfiedwiththataswell.Ido

laundrywhileatitandjustwashthecoversand

blankets,everythingIcangetmyhandsonjustto

getmymindoffthings.Beingbusymakesme

happyinawaybecauseIdon'tgettobeconsumed

inmysarrows.AfterIwasdonewithlaundryIwent

insidethehouseandIdidsomecleaningaswell

hereandthereandwhenIwasdoneIthenwentto



bath.Ineedtogoandtakemyselfoutforsome

breakfast.IcallNkosanaandheanswershisphone.

Nkosana:"MsNdalo"

Me:"howareyou?"

Nkosana:"iamgood."

Me:"great.Iwaswonderingifyouwouldliketojoin

meforbreakfastout?"

Nkosana:"eishsorrymom,IaminPretoriaatthe

momentatourrelatives",

Me:"noit'sfine.Nexttimethenanddon'tcallme

mom"



Hechuckled.

Nkosana:"okmom"

Me:"mxm"

HehungupandIwenttotakeabathafteroneIgot

dressedinashortyellowdresswithsandalsand

didmyhair.It'shotaswell.Itookmybagandmy

phoneandalsothecarkeysandIwalkedoutofthe

house.IgotinthecarandIbuckledupandplayed

somemusicanddroveoff.

"Youknow

I'vebeenhurtsomanytimes

Itgottoapoint



WhenIdecided

Ican'tdothisanymore

Ineedsomeonetoholdme

Ineedsomeonethatneedsme

Ineedsomeonethatlovesme

Canyoubemysuperman?

Canyoubemysuperman?

Willyoubemysuperman?



Willyoubemysuperman?

Youknow,wedon'thavetobedramatic

Justromantic

Doallthelittlethings

Thatexcitesme

Asyourwoman

Givemeakissgoodnight

Overthephone......."

Goodmusic,sunnydayandbreakfastout.What



couldgowrongonthisbeautifulday?Igottothe

mallandIwenttohavebreakfastatarestaurant

andasmuchasIwasalonebutIenjoyedmyown

companyreally.Whatahectic.Yearithasbeen.

FromthecaseyokillingFezeka.ReallyIhavea

handfullofpeopleIkilledthisyearifImaysay.I

loosemyappetitewhilethinkingifthatandIaskfor

myfoodInnatakeawayform.IgetwhatIhave

askedandIpayandmakemywayoutofthe

restaurant.Ibrowsearoundthemallandthe

thinkingcomesbackofhowreallymylifeis

depressingatthismomentsoIjustmakemyway

outandIgotothecarandgetinbeforedrivingoff.I

eatwhileatitandwipemyfingerswhenIamdone,

maybeIshouldtryaclubforachangetonightand

meetnewpeople.Ineverhadareasontohave

friendsbecauseIhadNkosiandwhenhewasgone

itwasIbanathi,sosomeonewhoIcansaywasa

friendisnotonmylistoflifestoriesatall.Iwonder

howPrettyisbackathome,Ishouldgovisitand

rebuildmygrandmothershomeandgetitsoldata

higherprofitorgetintopropertybusiness.That's

somethingaswelltokeepmeoccupiedandfedas



well.IgethomeandIparkthecarandgetoutwith

thetakeawayandIwalktothedoor.

"Eyisisterr!!"

TheywhistleandIignorethemandIopenthedoor

andIcloseitlockingandIwalkovertothecouch

andIplacethetakeaway.

Me:"theseshoesarenotcomfortable"

"Niceofyoutobeback"

Ipulledthegunoutofmypurseandturnedandmy

heartwasbeatingveryfast.

"Putthegundown,wearetalking"



Me:"talkingorcomingformeinsomeway"

"Putitdownbeforeyoupullthetrigger"

IslowlywalkedclosertohimandIpointedhishead

andscannedhimandpulledhistopandhe

chuckledandIslappedhimbeforesteppingback

anduncrockingthegunandIdroppeditandIwent

downonmykneesandgotclosertohimand

huggedhiswaist,Isobbedandhehuggedmeback.

"Ndalo"

It'slikeasharppainpiercedthroughmyheartand

it'sactuallywhenallthepaincomesrushingandI

sobbed.

"Iamsorry"



Iliftmyheadoffhischestandheldhisfacerunning

myfingers.

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"iminasthandwaSam(it'smemylove)"

Me:"ungizwisaubuhlungu(youarehurtingme)",

Icried.

Nkosi:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Isobbed

Nkosi:"IamsorryNdalo"



Itouchedhisfaceagainandhiswholebodyandhe

heldmyhands.

Nkosi:"it'sme.Ididn'tdie."

Me:"whodidwebury?"

Nkosi:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"Isee,Iamsorryforshootingyou"

Nkosi:"aboutthat"

Hepointedagunatme.

Nkosi:"wheredidyouburyNomcebo?"



You'vegottobekiddingme.

Me:"Nkosi"

Nkosi:"Iamjustaskingasimplequestion.Muphi

UNomcebo?(Whereisnomcebo??)"

Me:"ufunaumkhocowakho?(Youwantyourside

chick)"

Nkosi:"Ijustwantherbody"

Me:"Atthegraveyard"

IlookathimandIrunformygunandheshootsmy

waybutIduckandIcrockmineandpointitathim.

Nkosi:"IloveyouNdalo,Ijustwantherbody"



Me:"oh,youwillgetitandIbrokeherboneswhile

shewasstillalivejustsosheremembersmeinhekk

andyouhaveanervetoshootme!"

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"

Helowershisgun.

Me:"WenaThembinkosi,mvukaekufeniuthathe

MinauNdaloiscashalanesakhonjengodoti.Mmmh

?Kufikaisgogwananjeesinenganenaweusulala

nasoembhedeniwethuUqedaungibuzangaso.?

Engambulala,ngamhlephulaamathambo

ngamngcwabaandenyeintoakuwenawedwa

okwaziukufeba(you,Thembinkosi,theresurrector

.Youtakeme,youryesmamNdaloliketrash

.mmmh?Anoldladycomesandhasachildwith

youandyousleepwithheronourbedthenyouask

meabouther?IkilledherandIbrokeherbones



andburriedherandanotherthingisyouarenotthe

onlyonewhocancheat)"

Helooksatme.

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"thula!(Keepquiet)evenifthisadream

atleastIwillbetellingyouamouthfull.Wena,wena

Thembinkosiawunadankieuyezwa?Awunawoand

islimaesiyiminasiyakuthandaNomaKade

usethuneni(you,youdon'thaveanythankyouyou

hearme?Youdon'tandmethefoolIamloveyou

evenwhenyouwereinthegrave)"

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Iamnotdone.Thatwomanwouldn'thave

takenyououtofprison.Wouldn'thavelost8kids



becauseofyouandstillloveyouthewayIdobut

yaziniasmuchasIloveyou.Youdon'tdeservemy

love"

ThedooropenedandIpointedthisguywithmygun

whowasbehindThembinkosi.

Me:"Iwillblowyourbrains"

Him:"calmdown"

Me:"Don'tTellmethaterrwhoareyou?"

Him:"Ntokozo,NtokozoGwamanda"

Me:"okout!"

Ntokozo:"youhavehisenergy"



Me:"don'tcomparemetoNkosiplease"

Nkosi:"Ndaloenough!"

Me:"Iwilltellyouthingsyoudon'twanttohear"

Nkosi:"Iamolderthanyou"

Me:"andIhavebeensleepingwithNhlanhla"

Hetookthegunfromhislapandtheguystoodin

frontofus.

Him:"woahhecticnews"

Nkosi:"endaweniYamiNdalo,umfakaendaweni



Yami!!(InmyplaceNdalo.Youlethiminmyplace

)"

Me:"angithieyakhoSekwabaumasgcozinami

eyam(Ipatit)eyam(isn'tityourehasturnedintoa

playgroundandmine,ismine)"

Nkosi:"voetseklowoshidi!(Thatsrubbish)"

Me:"mmh"

Guy:"beforeanyonekillsanyonehere"

Me:",youshouldbeout!"

Guy:"Iamolderthanyouandyourbrother"

Me:",Mywhat?"



Iloweredmygun.

Nkosi:"woahyoudidn'tmentionthatinformation"

Me:"starttalking"

Ntokozo:"Iamyourbrother.Ihavebeenlookingfor

youandIfoundyou"

Me:"thisthis...."

Ntokozo:"myfatherrappedyourmother"

IfeltmyheartbeatsofastandIjustgrabbedmy

bagandcarkeysandranout.Igotinthecar

ignoringthemandIdroveoff.SoIamaproductof

rape?that'swhysheleftme,shecouldn'tstandme



.IwascryingandItookmyphoneanddialedhis

numberandgotonthefreeway.

"Buhlebendalo"

Icried.

Nhlanhla:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Thembinkosiisalive,heisaliveAndi...."

Nhlanhla:"waityouaretalkingfast.Slowdown"

Me:"Nkosiisalive.Hefakedhisdeathand...."

Ibrokedown.



Nhlanhla:"whereareyou?",

Me:",I...."

Ihungupandcarriedoncryingwhiledriving.

.

.

It'shasbeenlonghourssinceIhavebeendriving

andit'sgettingdarkasIreachedDurban.Iamreally

tiredandfilledupwaswellonmywaythere.Idrove

toMusgraveandIgotfoodandwineandthen

calledNhlanhlawhohasleftsomanymissedcalls.

Heanswersfast.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo,areyouok?"



Me:"IamatMusgrave"

Nhlanhla:"youarehereinDurban?"

Me:"yes"

Nhlanhla:"okIamcomingstayout"

Inodandhehangsup.Myphoneringsandit'san

unknownnumberandIignoreitandsitthereeating

anddrowningmysorrowsinwineandIsitthere

andkeepondrinkingandIwashalfwaydownthe

bottlelisteningtoAliciakeys.

"Somepeopleliveforthefortune

Somepeoplelivejustforthefame



Somepeopleliveforthepower,yeah

Somepeoplelivejusttoplaythegame

Somepeoplethinkthatthephysicalthingsdefine

what'swithin

AndI'vebeentherebefore,andthatlife'sabore

Sofullofthesuperficial

Somepeoplewantitall

ButIdon'twantnothingatall

Ifitain'tyou,baby



IfIain'tgotyou,baby

Somepeoplewantdiamondrings

Somejustwanteverything

Buteverythingmeansnothing

IfIain'tgotyou,yeah

Somepeoplesearchforafountain

Thatpromisesforeveryoung(youknow)........."

Therewasaknockonmywindowanditwas

Nhlanhla,Iwassogladtoseehim.Iopenedthe



doorandjumpedinhisarmsandcried.

Nhlanhla:"it'sok"

Me:"herapedmymother.Iamtheresultofher

pain."

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry"

Iwipedmytearsandlookedathim.

Me:"Nkosiisalive"

Nhlanhla:"what?Uhmwow"

Inodded.



Me:",heisonawheelchair"

Nhlanhla:"youshouldbehappy"

Icried.

Me:"heloveshermorethanme"

Hewassilentbutrubbingmyback.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgetyouhome"

Me:"Idon'twanttoseemahoranyone"

Nhlanhla:"anythingyouwant,"

Wegotoffthecarandwewenttohislockingthis



oneandthenwegotinandhedroveofftherewas

silence.Mylifeisreallyfullofpain.Ididn'tknow

wherewearegoingandIdidn'treallycare.Hedrove

toaplacewithgoodwellbuilthousesandeveryone

hastheirownstyle.

Me:"wherearewe?"

Nhlanhla:"Adams.."

Inoddedandlookedoutofthewindowandwegot

tothehouseanditwasbeautifulandbigaswell.

Alsotwotaxi'swereupfrontandwegotout."

Me:"theyareyours?"

Nhlanhla:"yeahIhaveataxibusinessintheside.

Passedonfrommyfather.



Me:"younevermentionedyourfamily."

Nhlanhla:"youneverasked"

Inoddedandwegotin.

Nhlanhla:"comedrinkwater"

WewenttothekitchenandIdranksomewaterand

thenheheldmyhand.

Me:"canyouholdmeanddon'tletgo?"

HehuggedmeandIcried.

Nhlanhla:"letitout"



Iheldonhimtightly.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:39] :INSERT34

Iwokeupinthemorningtothesunblindingmy

eyes,IclosedthembeforeIopenedthemagainand

Istretchedmyselffromthebed.Idon'tremember

sleeping,Idon'tremembermuchofwhathappened

whenwearrivedhere.IgotoffthebedandI

searchedforNhlanhlaandhewalkedinthekitchen

doorasIwassearchingcarryingpaperbagsfrom

Mug&Bean.Heplacedthemonthecounter.



Nhlanhla:"Unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Ngi...ngiryt(Iamok)"

Inodpushingbackthetears.

Nhlanhla:"Iboughtfood"

Me:"canIusethebathroomfirst?"

Nhlanhla:"sure.Come"

Ifollowhimandatthepassagethereisabuildin

longwardrobeandhetookouttowelsandasealed

toothbrush.It'slikeastockandturnedtome.



Nhlanhla:"youwillhavetousemylotion."

Me:"akunankinga(it'snoproblem)"

WewenttothebathroomandheleftmealoneandI

bathed.Isatinthebathtubandjustletthewarm

waterrelaxmealot.WhenitwasgettingcoldIgot

outandwrappedatowelaroundmyselfandwalked

outofthebathroomgoingtothebedroomthatI

wokeupinandNhlanhlawaslayingonthebed.

Nhlanhla:"Herearetheclothesyouwillweartillwe

getyouproperclothes."

Me:"thankyou.Iamsorryforbombardingyou"

Nhlanhla:"it'sok"



IlotionedandthenIgotdressedinhispresence.It

wasashortandt-shirtandtheyfittedperfectlyas

wellsinceIamwide.IfIcouldsay.Ilookedat

myselfthroughthemirror.

Me:"ItoldhimaboutourFun"

Nhlanhla:"oh"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"aren'tyouscared.?"

Nhlanhla:"whyshouldIbe?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ijustassumed"

Nhlanhla:"Bringingoutemotionswon'thelp



becausealreadyheknows."

Me:"areyoumadatmethatmaybeIruinedyour

relationshipwithhim?"

Nhlanhla:"Ifhedoesn'twantmeinhislifethenit's

ok,allIknowisthatwedidn'tsleeptogetherwhile

knowinghisalive.Wethoughtheisdead"

Me:"Iguess"

Hesitsup.

Nhlanhla:"Tellmehowyoufeel?"

IsatdownonthefloorInfrontofhim.

Me:"Idon'tknow.Ifeellikepainfollowsmealot"



Nhlanhla:"Mmmh"

Me:"WhyisNkosiactingthewayheis?"

Nhlanhla:"Ican'tanswerthatforyou.Youhaveto

findoutonyourown"

Me:"Iamjusttired."

Nhlanhla:"Youareyoungtobetired"

Me:"Ireallyam"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"doesyourfamilyvisiting"



Nhlanhla:"Ihaven'tseentheminalmost15years.I

onlysendmoney"

Me:"why?"

Nhlanhla:"ifyouthinkyourlifewithNkosiishectic

thenyouhaven'tseenmine.It'scomeswithmore

dangersinceIowntaxi'saswell."

Me:"itcan'tbethatbad"

Nhlanhla:"trustmeitisbutyouwouldn'tknow.Not

alotofpeopleknowwhereIliveexceptNkosi"

Me:"ohIsee"

Henods.



Me:"youareagreatguyNhlanhla,thewomanyou

willmarrywillbelucky."

Nhlanhla:"Iamoldtogetmarriednow"

Me:"Haiboyouarenot,.Howoldareyou?"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Iwon'ttellyoubutIambetween30-40.

Youcanguesswhichone"

Me:"Iwillknowprettysoon"

Nhlanhla:"let'sgoeat"



Westoodupandwewenttothekitchentogoand

eat.AfterweweredoneIwashedthedishesandI

cleaneduphereandthereandIwasdone.

Nhlanhla:"comeIneedtoteachyousomething"

Me:"ok"

Hewalkedusouttothebackandthereweretall

wallsasfencingaroundhishouse.

Me:"whysotallwalls?"

Nhlanhla:"ILovemyprivacy.

Inoddedandhegavemeaknife.

Nhlanhla:"IwantyoutotakethatknifeandIwant



youtostabme"

Me:"woahwhat?"

Hetookoutanother.

Nhlanhla:"wewillgettostabeachother"

Me:"arewepossessed?"

Heheldmyarmandturnedmearoundandheldit

bymyneck.

Nhlanhla:"youhavetobefocusedNdalo"

HeletgoofmeandIdidthesameathim.



Me:"Befocusedtuu"

HechuckledandIlaughedlettinggoofhimandhe

stretchedhisneck.

Nhlanhla:"youaresoshort"

Me:"butIreachedyourneckquietwell."

Hechuckled.

Me:"what'sthepurposeofthis?"

Nhlanhla:"Ijustwantedtotakeyourmindoff

things"

Me:"itdidforalittlewhile"



Heheldmywaistandpulledminandweshareda

kiss.Iheldhisneckwhilegoingonmytoesandhis

handwenttomybuttandsqueezeditabitandI

moanedinhismouthandwebrokethekissand

lookedateachotherabit.Heclosedhiseyesand

laidhisforeheadonmine.

Nhlanhla:"Ishouldn'thavedonethat"

Me:"noit's...it'sok"

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"maseubuyelaeGolingicelaukhohliwe

ngami(whenyougobacktoJohannesburgplease

forgetaboutme)"



Me:"Iwouldn'tbeableto"

Nhlanhla:"thiswillbeourlastencounter"

Me:"Don'tsaythat"

Nhlanhla:"Nkosiisback.Hewillbethereforyou

whenyouneedsomething"

Me:"butIalwaysneededyou"

Nhlanhla:"Iknowbutseasonscometoanendand

ourshas"

Me:"Nhlanhladon'tsaythat.HeyIstillgottosee

youandSiyandainsuitsatthealter"



Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"itwon'thappenforme,justdoasIsay"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.WhyamIcrying?

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Ilookedathimandhiseyeswerestillclosed.He

sighedandremovedhisforehead.

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyouok?"

Inodded.

Nhlanhla:"Morethanyouwilleverunderstand"



IputmyheadonhischestandhehuggedmeandI

cried.HehushedmetillIwassilentandIlifted

myselffromhischestandIkissedhimandhe

responded.

Nhlanhla:"weshouldstop"

Hesaidthatbreakingthekiss..

Me:"we..are"

Ikissedhimandheresponded.Iclosedtheknife

andwecarriedonintertwiningourlipsandtongues

aswell.HepickedmeupandIwrappedmyself

aroundhiswaistandhewalkedtothetableoutside

andputmeonitandthenwenttokissmyneck,I

heldonhisashenibbledmyneckandhethentook

offthetopIwaswearingandwenttosuckmy

nipplesanditwasplesurous.Ibitmybottomlip

andhekissedmylipsagainandIresponded.He



tookofftheshortsandthenheopenedmylegsand

Iheldontothetableandhespreadthemwiderand

divedinandImoanedthrowingmyheadbackin

pleasure.

Me:""mmmh"

Heplayedwithmyclitorisashewastonguefucking

me.Mytoecurledandmykneesweregetting

weaker.

Me:"ahNhlanhla"

Icameandhekissedmyprivateareaandgaveme

aperkmakingmetastemyself.Iputmyhandson

hischestandhelpedhimoutofhistopandwe

sharedakissaswell.Hepulledmeclosertothe

tableandslippedinhisfingerandtestedifIwas

readyforhimandIwasoverflowingandveryready

forhim.Hisdickprintwasn'tdoinganyjusticeto



mybodyitwaspokingit'swayoutoffthosepants

.Heunbuckledhisjeansandeverythingwentdown

tohisankles,jeans,everythingunderandhewas

readyforme.Heheldmeinpositionandheslipped

inatipandthatopenedmorefloodgates.Hedid

thesameagainandagain.

Me:"Nhlanhlayinimanjehawu!(Nhlanhlawhat's

yourproblemnow)"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"konkekunesikhathisayo(everythinghas

itstime)"

Me:"Asikhoisikhathilahngimanzi(thereisno

timehereIamwet)"

Hechuckledandheseemedamused.Hekissedmy



lipsandslippedinwithoutwarninggoingdeeper

andIletoutamoaninhismouthandhebitmy

bottomlipsoftlybeforestartedmoving.Myhead

rolledbackandIopenedmylegswider.

Nhlanhla:"Youaresogood.YoumakemefeellikeI

amalwayshavingitforthefirsttime"

Hewhispersinmyearandshiversgodownmy

spinehegoesdeeperandImoanandwelookat

eachotherashethrustinmeinaquickeningpace.

Me:"yes"

Nhlanhla:"howdoyouwantit?"

Me:"ohmy...deeperandharder"



Isoftlysaidthatandhedidasperrequest.

.

.

*MSHEKS*

Ndaloleftyesterdayandwecouldn'tgetholdofher.

Iknowwhereshewentandthat'swherewewillfirst

look.Ndalo'ssupposedbrotherwasherewithhis

familymember'saswewereheadingtoDurbanand

thiswon'tendwell.IjustwanttoburyNomcebo

andourunbornchildwithdignitythentryfixthings

withNdalo.Iamhurtshewasjustkilledformy

stupiditybutwouldactthesameaswellandIwill

onNhlanhla,Idon'tcarewhoheisandwhereheis

From.That'smywife'spussyheiseatingfrom.



Ntokozo:"weareinDurban,whereareweheading?

"

Me:"Adamsmission"

Ntokozo:"Ihopewefindher"

Me:"wewilltrustme"

Henodded.

.

.

*NDALO*



Afteroursessionwewentbackinside.Thatwasa

veryinterestingandfunexperienceoutsideaswell.

Wewenttotakeashowertogetheranditwas

partiallyinnocenthewouldn'tstoptouchingmeand

..yohNhlanhlaissomethinghey.Anywaywegot

outandwewentupthestairstohisbedroom.

Me:"yourhouseamazingbutwhydidn'tyoubuyin

laluciaorthoseothergreatplaces.?"

Nhlanhla:"Iwantedtobuildmyownhouse"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Welotionedandgotdressedagainandhekissed

myforehead.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgoeat"



Wewentdownthestairsandthedoorjustopened.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Theyallfloodedin.

Nkosi:"soit'strue.Mywoman!"

Nhlanhla:"Ididn'tthinkshewastellingthetruth"

Ntokozo:"let'sallcalmdown"

Nkosi:"Iain'tcalmingdownforshit!"

Nhlanhla:"wearetalkinghere"

Nkosipointedhisgunatus.



Nkosi:"Idon'tcareatthispoint.Iwillshootyoufor

sleepingwithher"

Me:"Thembinkosiputthatgunaway"

Ntokozo:"Thembinkositheelders"

Me:"andIdon'twanttoseeyourfamily!"

Ntokozo:"toobad"

Nkosicrockedthegun.Nhlanhlawalkeduptohim

andstoodinfrontofhim.

Nhlanhla:"killmeifitmakesyoufeelbetter."



Nkosikeptquiet.

Nhlanhla:"killme"

Me:"nowait"

Istoodnexttothemandtherewassilence.Nkosi

shotthewindow.

Nkosi:"Ihateyou"

Nhlanhla:"youshouldn't"

Hewaswaytoocalmformyliking.

Nkosi:"Ndalolet'sgo."



Me:"youcangofindyourwomanonyourown"

Nkosi:"wehadkidstogetherweshouldbetalking

aboutthataswell"

Me:"ohnowyouremember?Yaziuyistress

Thembinkosi(youknowyouareastress

Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"I...."

Me:"woahholditthere"

Ntokozo:"Ndaloweneedyou.Dadissickandhe

wantstoseeyou"

Ilookedathim.



Me:"Iwillseehim."

OnlybecauseIwanttolookhimintheeye.That

manisdirtydoingmymotherlikethatandmademe

howIfeel.

Nhlanhla:"goNdaloandrememberwhatIsaid"

Hewalkedupthestairs.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Iranupthestairsafterhim.

.

.



.

*MSHEKS*

Me:"damnit!"

Ntokozo:"wowthatwasjust...."

Ndaloismine.

____

Me:"EyiNdodaImarriedPhilani'sgirl,sheis

comingthatside"

Nhlanhla:"ukwenzelanilokho?(Whydidyoudo



that?)"

Me:"momhadnoonetohelpher"

Nhlanhla:"youlikeher"

Me:"no"

Nhlanhla:"okIwillwaitke"

Me:"yesattheairport"

Nhlanhla:"sure"

_____

Ididn'tknowIwouldloveheraswell.Ididn'tthinkI



would

Me:"youwillfindmeinthecar"

Iwheeledmyselfout.

.

.

*NDALO*

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Igotinthebedroomandlockedthedoor.

Me:"Nhlanhla:"



Nhlanhla:"Ndalogo"

Isatinfrontofhim"

Me:"Idon'twantto"

Nhlanhla:"faceyourfearsandpain.Youcan'trun

away"

Me:"soareyou"

HestoodupandIdothesameandhegoestothe

ensuitbathroomandIfollow.

M:"Nhlanhla"



Nhlanhla:"listenNdalo"

IheldhisarmasheopenedthetapandIsqueezed

infrontofhim.

Nhlanhla:"NdaloItoldyouthiswouldendsour"

Me:"youaremakingitsour"

Nhlanhla:"fuckthis"

HekissedmeandIresponded.Hebrokethekiss

Nhlanhla:"Youcan'talwaysgetwhatyouwant"

Me:"Igottaleave"



HenoddedandmadewayformeandIwalkedout

goingdownthestairsNtokozowaswaitingforme.

Ntokozo:"youareready?

Inoddedandwewalkedout.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:39] :INSERT35

Wereachedgautengintheafternoon.NkosiandI



haven'ttalkedsinceweleftDurbanbutIkeep

glancingathimhereandthere.Iwonderhow

everyonewillreacttohimcomingbackagainand

notbeingdead,wereallyshoulddoublecheck

peoplethatweareburying.

Ntokozo:"Iwillleavemynumber"

Inoddedandwegothome.HewasdrivingthecarI

camewithwhilehisotherelderswentwiththe

others.AssoonasheparkedwegotNkosioutand

wentinsidethehouse.Weexchangednumbersand

hewalkedoutpromisingtoseeusverysoon.Itwas

awkwardsoIwenttothekitchenandIstartedwith

cookingjusttogetmymindoffthings.

"Youlovehim?"

IlookedatNkosi.



Me:"Ineversaidthat"

Nkosi:"butyouractionssaysomething."

Me:"what'swrongwithyou?"

Nkosi:"nothing"

Tearsfilledmyeyes.

Me:"nothing?AllyouhaveaskedaboutisYour

babymama.Whataboutmeyouwife?Amiok?

Howyourdeathaffectedme?Ourkidsdeath

affectedme?Nkosanahaveyouaskedabouthim?

"

Nkosi:"Iamdealingwithoneproblemsatatime

Ndalo,andyoubeinglikethisissomethingIam



notusedto,youusedtobesweetandcaringand

submissivebutyoustartedbeingclosewith

Nhlanhlaovertheyears"

Me:"IwishIdidn'tgetyououtofjail.Ibanathi

wouldbeherewithme"

Nkosi:"wellit'sdoneanddon'tbringoursoninthis

conversation"

Me:"Idon'tknowanymore"

Iwipedmyhandsandgotbehindhimandturned

himaround.

Nkosi:"wherearewegoing?"

Me:"Iamgoingtoshowyouhergravesoyoucan



leavemealone"

Itookthecarkeysandgothimout.Wegottothe

carandIgothiminsideandhiswheelchairatthe

backandthenIgotinanddroveoff.Againsilence

consumedbetweenthebothofus.Igottothe

cemeteryandIgothimoutandwewalkeddeeperto

theoldpart.Wegottohergrave.

Me:"there"

Ipointedataspot."

Nkosi:"umfakelah?(Youputherhere?)"

Inodded.

Nkosi:"unenhluzwembi(youhaveaevilheart)"w



Me:"ubufunangihlekenginibuke?Ngilahlekelwe

inganewenabusylah,ubeyaziukuthiUshadile

musakeukumenzaungcwelengcwele(youwanted

metolaughandlookaty'all?Ilostkidsandyou

werebusy,sheknewyouweremarriedsodon't

makeherasaint)"

Tearsdroppedfromhiseyes.

Nkosi:"let'sgo"

Ipushedhimandwewenttothecar.Wegotinand

droveoffhome.IlookedThimbuthewassilent.I

amhurt,IreallyambutIhavetoswallowwhatever

Iamgiven.Wegothomeandwegotoutandwent

insidethehouseandIwenttothekitchenandtook

outmypotsandchopped.Hegotin.

Nkosi:"baby"



Ilookedat.Him.

Nkosi:"canwetalk"

Me:"weweretalking"

Nkosi:"wearefighting"

Me:"youarehotthencold.Ican'tseemtokeepup"

Ilookedathimandcarriedonchopping.

Nkosi:"whathappenedtoourkids?"

Ilookedathim.



Me:"Imiscarriedtwoandthetripletsweresharing

onebodyandtheydiedastheirheartstopped."

Iwipedmytears.

Nkosi:"IamsorryIwasn'tthere"

Me:"youalwayshaveyourreasons."

Hekeptquiet.

Nkosi:"badreasons"

Me:"Mmmh,atleastyoustillhaveyourson"

Nkosi:"NdaloI..."



Me:'Iamcooking"

HenoddedandwheeledhimselfoutandIstopped

whatIwasdoingandwipedmytearsbefore

carryingon.

.

.

Igotdonewithcookingandweate.Iamtired.I

won'tfighthimreally,IamatapointwhereIdon't

carenowandwon'tfighthim.

Me:"needassistance?"

HenoddedandiwenttowashthedishesandthenI

helpedhimwithbathingaswellandyoucouldsee



hewasn'tpleased.AfterIwasdonehegotdressed

andIhelpedhiminbedandIwenttobathaswell

andgotinbedaswell.Heheldmefrombehindand

Iclosedmyeyesandslept

.

.

Timepassedandthingswereworse.Veryworse

andIhadhopethatmaybewewouldbebetter.Well

Iwaswrong,shootingNkosionlyaddedtoour

problems.Ihadn'thadthegutstogoandseemy

fatherasyetbecauseIamscared.IAmintouch

withmybrotheraswellandheisaniceguy.Itreally

feelsgoodtoknowthatyouhavesomeonewhowill

alwaysbethereforyouandwhereIcansayIam

from.WellIhaveothersiblings,5sistersandone

brothersothat'sthat..hedidwarnmeaboutthe

wifeandIgottheideaalready.



IwasgettingdressedforworkandIwasinthe

bathroom.Iputthebandagearoundmywaistand

itwassecured.Hewheeledinsidethebathroom

andIwashedmyhandsandputtheaidkitaway.

Nkosi:"NdaloiamSorry"

Inoddedlookingatthemirrorinfrontofme.

Maskingmyemotionswon'thelp.Iturnedand

walkedpasthimandwenttothebedroomandwore

mywhiteblouseandblackcoTanddrankpain

killersjusttogetthroughtheday.

Nkosi:"I..."

Iperkedhislips.

Me:"Iputyouthere.Itwasabadsuggestion."



Nkosi:"Ivowedtoneverhurtswomanijustdon't

knowwhathappened"

Me:"angergetsthebetterofus"

Itookmybagandcarkeys.

Me:"ihiredanurse.Shewillbehere"

Henodded.

Nkosi:"Iloveyou"

Inoddedandkissedhisforeheadbeforewalking

outandgetintothecarNdtearsleftmyeyesbutI

wipedthem.Icalledmybrother.



Ntokozo:"littlesister"

Me:"uhmareyouatyourpractice?"

Ntokozo:"noIamathomewhy?"

Me:"okIamcoming"

Ntokozo:"ok"

Ihungup

____[LASTNIGHT]_____

Me:"wearegettingworseNkosi"

HewascuttinghisorangewhileIlookedathimnext



tome.

Nkosi:"Iamtrying"

Me:"metoobutyoukeeponpunishingmeforyour

babymama"

Nkosi:"Iamsorry.IMjustfrustrated"

Me:"don'tyouthinkweneedabreakfromeach

otherbecauseit'sgettingtoxic,ourmarriageis

falling"

Nkosi:"Uqondeni?(Whatdoyoumean?)You

wNftotakeabreakoryouwanttogoandhoewith

Nhlanhlaorwanttoleavemeafteryouputmeon

thisdamnwheelchair?!!!!Huh.!!Talkme!!"



Me:"NkosicalmdownIamsuggesting"

Nkosi:"suggestingwhat?!"

Ifeltastingonmyleftwaistandhejuststabbed

me.IgotoffthebedfastbeforehecNevenplunge

anotherandIgotinthebathroom.

Nkosi:"Ndalo!Ndalo!"

___________

TearsstreameddownmyeyesbeforeIstartedthe

caranddroveoff.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:40] :INSERT36

Ienteredthedrivewayofhishouseandhewas

standingthere.IsighedandIparkedthecarbefore

gettingoutwithmybagandhecamecloseand

huggedmeandIflinched.

Ntokozo:"areyouok?"

Me:"Ineedyoutocheckuponme"

Hetouchedmyforehead.

Ntokozo:"youdon'tseemhot"



Me:"canwegoinside?"

Henodded.

Ntokozo:"oursisterishere"

Me:"oh"

Ntokozo:"dadasksaboutyou"

Me:"uhmcanwegoandcheckonme"

Ntokozo:"sure"

Wewalkedinsideandtherewasawomansittingon

thecouchwhoresemblesmealot.Iwaslikeamini



herifyoucouldsay.Sheturnedtous.

Ntokozo:"inathimeetNdaloouryoungersister"

Inathi:"mmh"

Ok.

Me:"Ineedtogettowork"

Ntokozo:"comeletmecheckwhatwrong"

Wewalkedupthestairs.

Ntokozo:"don'tmindher.Sheisonherperiod"

Me:"right"



Ntokozo:"howareyouandthehusband?"

Me:"idon'tknow"

WegotinaroomandIsatdown.

Ntokozo:"nowwhatiswrong?"

Itookoffmytopandremovedthebandageandhe

hissed.

Ntokozo:"whathappened?"

Me:"Iamstabbed"

Ntokozo:"Icanseethat,bywho?"



Me:"it'snotimportant"

Ntokozo:"isheabusingyou?"

Me:"no,doyouseeandmarkseitherthanthison

me"

Ntokozo:"Idoesn'trequireenoughtobeit"

Hetookhisphoneandflashedonwound.Hestood

upandwenttowearsomeglovesbeforetouchingit.

Me:"ah!Ntokozo!"

Ntokozo:"Iamsorry."



Me:"it'spainful"

Ntokozo:"Itdoesn'tneedmuch.Itjustneedsto

heal.Iwillgiveyouaprescription"

Me:"thanks."

Ntokozo:"youarewelcome"

Therewasaknockonthedoorandthesisterwas

standingthere.

Inathi:"sistermmm"

Shefoldedherarms.

Ntokozo:"whatcanIdoforyouInathi?"



Inathi:"weareneededathome.DadIgettingworse

"

Ntokozolookedatme.

Ntokozo:"wearecoming"

Shewalkedoff.Shedoesn'tlikemeandIwon'tput

anyeffortonsomeonewhodoesn't.

Ntokozo:"weneedtogo"

Me:"IwillcallonceIgettowork"

Ntokozo:"comeonNdalo"



Me:"youarepressuringme"

Ntokozo:"justthisonce"

Me:"where?"

Ntokozo:"Midrand"

Me:"ok"

WegotupandIgotpatchedupanddressedandI

tookmybagandwalkedoutignoringthesisterand

gotinthecarandtheydidaswellandIfollowed

afterthemdrivingoff.MyphonerangandItookit

andanswered.

Nkosana:"youareinyouroffice?"



Me:"no"

Nkosana:"ok.Iwillcalllater."

Me:"Iamkindoffbusy"

Nkosana:"sure"

Inoddedandhungup.Isighedandstillfollowed

themtillwegottoMidrand.Nicelifeneh?They

parkedtheircarsanditwasalotofthem.Igotout

andtheydidthesameandthesisterclickedher

tongueandwalkedinside.Ntokozoheldmyhandas

wewalkedinsideandwasledupthestairsandwe

stoodbythedoorandeveryoneturnedtous.Itwas

afullroom.

Woman:"whoisthis!?"



Ipresumeit'sthewife.

Ntokozo:"it'sNdalo"

"Mychild"

Ifeltmystomachcringeandwewalkedinfurther

andtheotherscleared.Hewaswrinkledand

coughedalot.

Him:"mychild.Howareyou?"

Ilookedathim.Myskincolourmatchedhis.The

painmymotherwentthroughandthat'swhyshe

wasneverthereforme.Isufferedbecauseofthis

man.

Him:"(cough)IamsorryforwhatIdidtoyour



mother"

Me:"why?Whydidyoudoit?"

Him:"Iamsorry"

Me:"do...doyouknowhowmuchIhavesuffered,

doyouknowhowmuchIsufferbecauseineverhad

aMother'sloveandguidance?"

Him:"Iamsorry(cough)pleaseforgiveme"

Ibreathedoutandclosedmyeyes."

Me:"Idoforgiveyou"

Hesmiledaweaksmileandheldmyhadand

closedhiseyesslowlywithasmile.Buildinghis



chest.

Woman:"baba!"

Hedidn'tmove.

Woman:"Baba!"

Shecried.

Woman:"shekilledmyhusband!Shekilledhim.!!"

TheyallwantedtochargeaftermeandNtokozo

pulledmeoutastherewascryingandscreaming.I

feelnothing.Nothingatall.

Me:"howareyou?"



Ntokozo:"Iamhappyhegothiswish"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Ntokozo:"theywillcomearound"

Me:"it'sok"

HenoddedandwehuggedandIflinchedbeforewe

brokeitoffandIwentintothecarandgotin.I

startedthecaranddroveofftowork.Ireallyreflect

mylifealotintoughsituations.Ireallydo.Igotto

workandIwalkedintheofficebuildingandgreeted

Hannah.

Me:"tellNkosanaIhavearrived"



Hannah:"Iwillmam"

InoddedandIwenttotheofficesandknockedon

thedoorandacomeinwasinstructed.Igotin.

Xolani:"bosslady"

Me:"sorrytodisturbyou"

Him:"it'sok"

Me:"Iwantyoutodosomethingforme"

Him:"ok"

Me:"pleasecanyoudrawupdivorcepapersforme.

"



Him:"forwho?"

Me:"BuhlebendaloMajolaandThembinkosiMajola.

Iwantthembytheendofthisweek"

"Youaregettingdivorced?"

IturnedanditwasNkosana.

Me:"thatwasconfidential"

Henodded.

Me:"please"

Xolani:"Iwill"



Me:"thankyou.Iwillbeinmyoffice.Nkosana"

IwalkedouttomyofficeandhefollowedmeandI

gotin.

Nkosana:"UhmIwasstrugglingabitwiththe

currentcasebutIgotit.

Me:"Ihopeso"

Henodded.

Nkosana:"Iamsurprised,thereisnothingthatcan

bedone?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Iwanttowork"



Nkosana:"ofcause"

HewalkedoutoftheofficeandIsighed.Ifeellikea

failure.Wouldallofthissurfacedifhedidn'tget

arrested?

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IcarriedonworkingandgoodthingHannahgotme

aPA.WhatwouldIbewithoutherreally?Iasked

myPAtogetmesomefoodsoIcandrinkmypills.



TodayhasbeenhecticandIkeptoncheckingon

Ntokozo,yesImaynotfeelhurtbutheprobablyis

becausehegrewuparoundtheman.Igotmyfood

andIatebeforedrinkingmypills.

_______[Flashback]______

Nkosi:"Iwouldhavesavedyouwithoutmarrying

youbutIwantedto"

Cometothinkofithewouldhavejustsavedme,

therewasnoneedtomarryme.

Me:"whyungishadile?(Whydidyoumarryme?)"

Nkosi:"atfirstIdidn'tknow.Ijustlovedtheideaof

havingyouasmywifethenslowlyandslowlyI

lovedyou,toomuchtoapointthatIkilledmy

brotherforyouandIwoulddoitagainandagain



justtomakeyoufeelsafe"

Hekissedmeneck.

Nkosi:"uthandolwamiNdaloluyingozi(myloveis

dangerous)"

Me:"ourlove"

Hechuckled.

Nkosi:"Ingakhongikuthanda,youarejusta

wonderfuldifferentwoman(that'swhyIloveyou)"

Ismiled.

_______



Ismileandlookatthepictureonmydesk.Weused

tobesomadlyinlovethatIcouldn'tseemyself

withouthim,whathappened?Whatwentwrong.?I

sighedandtookmybagandthephotoandIwalked

outinformingmyPAthatIwon'tbehereforthe

nextfewdays.ShenodsandIwalkoutandgetin

thecarandIdriveoff.Ipassbythemallandgoa

bitofshoppingbeforedrivingbackhome.Igot

thereandgotoutofthecarwiththeplasticsandI

gotinsideandhewasintheloungewithSkhova

andthenurse.

Skhova:"Whywasn'tIinformedabouthimwaking

up?"

Me:"hitoyoutoo"

Skhova:"hi"



Nkosi:"Ijustwantedtolaylowabit."

Iwalkedtothekitchenandplacedtheplastics

beforeIwenttothebedroomandIputmythings

andstraightoffIwenttobath.AfterthatIgot

dressedinadressandslippersandIwenttothe

loungeandSkhovawasgone.

Me:"youcangohomewhenyouaredone"

Shewasmassaginghislegs.ShenoddedandI

wenttothekitchenandIstartedtakingoutthe

ingredientsandstartedmycookingaswell.Iwas

makingricewithbeefstewandafewsalads.The

sightofaknifecringedmybodybutIcarriedon

choppingandusingit.Imovedaroundthekitchen

insilenceandtooksomepainpillsalongmy

movementaround.Hewheeledhimselfinthe

kitchenandIignoredandcarriedonchopping.



Nkosi:"youarebackearly"

Me:"IwenttotheDrthenwenttoseemyfather"

Nkosi:"howdiditgo?"

Me:"hediedwhileIwasthere"

ItookthecarrotsandIturnedtothesinkandI

washedthem.

Nkosi:"Iamsorry"

Me:"don'tbe.It'spartoflife"

Hesighed.



Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Nkosi"

Thatusedtomakemyheartskipandnow.NowI

just......

Iturnedoffthewaterandwentbacktothe

choppingboard.

Me:"weusedtobesoinlove."

Nkosi:"yeahusedto"

Ifelttearspricklemyeyes.

Me:"doyouregretmarryingme?Lovingme?"



IhavetoaskcauseIamtryingtounderstand.

Nkosi:"Idon'tregretmarryingyouorlovingyou"

Okthat'sbetterright?

Me:"ok"

Nkosi:"butyouarealesson"

Me:"oh"

Nkosi:"yes"

Icarryonchopping.



Me:"Ifiledforadivorce.Wearetoxic"

Nkosi:"yeahIthinkit'sbest."

Inodded.Justlikethat.

Nkosi:"Nkosanawillgethalfofyourcompany"

Me:"Iamsorrywhat?"

Nkosi:"yes"

Me:"Thatwon'thappenThembinkosithat'smy

company!Iworkedhardtostartitforourkids"

Nkosi.:"Nkosanaismyson"



Me:"Iknowbutthatdoesn'tgiveyouarighttowant

toclaimmycompany"

Nkosi:"wearemarriedundercommunityof

propertysoIgethalfofwhat'syours"

Iamsodefeated.

Me:"(crying)why,whydoyouhateme?"

Nkosi:"it'samutualfeeling"

Hewheeledhiswayout.Istoodthereandcarried

oncrying,afterIwasdoneItriedtocarryonwith

thecooking.

.



.

Weateinsilence.Myloveforhimsurelyhas

vanished,whyishelikethis?Hestartedchanging

eversincemAhdiedandibanathi.Myphonerings

andit'sSiyanda.Ihaven'ttalkedtohiminawhile.I

answered.

Me:"Hello"

Siyanda:"Ngwanaunjani?(howareyou?)"

Me:"ngisharp(Iamgood)"

Siyanda:"youdon'tsoundok"

Me:"noNgigrandungaworry(noIamgooddon't

worry)"



Siyanda.:"IheardaboutMsheksisittrue?"

IlookedatNkosiwhowaswatchingTV.

Me:"Yeah.Ungazibonela(youcancomeseefor

yourself)"

Siyanda:"ngiseGomoraMarangiyazwakala(Iam

inAlexandrabutIwillbethere)"

Me:"sho"

Siyanda:"Ndaloangikhograndngawe(Iamnotok

withyou)"

Me:"ngisharp(Iamgood)"



Siyanda:"wearecoming"

Inoddedandhehungup.Iwantedtoaskabout

NhlanhlabutIarguedagainstthat.

Nkosi:"whowasthat?"

Me:"Siyanda.Uyeza(heiscoming)"

HejustnoddedandIcollectedthedishesandI

wenttowasthem.AfterthatIwenttoourroomand

Itookoutmylaptopandsearchedforthebest

PhysiotherapistinSouthAfricaandIgotafew

recommendationsandItookdownthenumberson

myphone.Hewheeledhimselfinside.

Nkosi:"Ndalolookatme"



Ilookedathim.

Nkosi:"Iaminthisthingbecauseofyou"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Nkosi:"Ireallylovedyoubutthisangerisclouding

that"

Ilookedathim.

Nkosi:"youputmeonawheelchair.Makemyson

motherlessandtheyousleepwithmyfriend."

Me:"Iamsorry"

Nkosi:"Idon'tevenknowifyouhavebeensleeping

withNhlanhlabehindmybackforyearsandthe



kidsthatdied,Idon'tevenknowanymoreifthey

weremine."

Me:"that'sabsurd.Ionlystartedsleepingwith

Nhlanhlaafteryourdeath"

Hechuckled

Nkosi:"that'shoetendencies"

Me:"IguessIlearntfromyou"

Nkosi:"Iamaman"

Me:"thatdoesn'tjustifyanything!"

Nkosi:"don'traiseyourvoiceatme"



Me:"youarehurtingmedamnit!"

Nkosi:"Iamhurting.Ifeeluseless"

Icried.

Nkosi:"IshouldhavemaybeleftyouwithPhilani"

Ifeltsuffocated.

Me:"don'tsaythat"

Nkosi:"Iwouldn'tbehere"

IsobbedandgotoffthebedandIwalkedout.My

heartandthroatwasburning,Itookthecarkeys



andTherewasaknockonthedoorandIwipedmy

tearsandswallowedalumpbeforeopeningthe

doorandSiyandastoodthere.

Siyanda:"Mancane"

IwalkedpasthimandIgotinthecarandwas

startingthecarandtearsjustdropped.Ican'tleave,

heisrightIputhimthereandheneedsmebutwhy

doesithurt?Thetruthisaveryhardpilltoswallow.

IsobbedonthesteeringwheelAndtherewasa

knockonmydoorandIliftedmyeyesandopened

thedoorwipingmytears.

Nhlanhla:"areyouok?"

Me:"(sniff)yeah,Iam."

Iwipedmyfaceandlookedathim.



Me:"Ithoughtyousaidweshouldnevercross

paths"

Nhlanhla:"Isaidforgetaboutme"

Me:"howcanIwhenyouarehere?"

Hechuckled

Nhlanhla:"justtry"

Therewassilence.

Nhlanhla:"Iamgettingmarried."

Wowthat'sfast.



Nhlanhla:"it'sforthebest"

Ohheisamindreadernow?

Me:"Ia...I..amhappyforyou"

Helookedatme.

Me:"can'twaittoseeher"

Nhlanhla:"yeah"

Me:"sheisverylucky.Ihopesheknowsthat"

WeheardbreakingstuffandgotoutofthecarandI

rushedinside.



Siyanda:"CalmdownMsheks"

Thevasewasbroken.

Nkosi:"lookatmeSiyandalook!!!"

Hewasred.

Me:"Thembinkosi"

Nkosi:"Idon'twanttoseeyourfaceatthemoment

Ndalo"

Siyanda:"don'tsaythat"

Nkosi:"andyoutooNhlanhla!Whileatitwhydon't



youfuckmywife!!"

Siyanda:"woah!"

IwipedmytearsfastandIwalkedoutandgotinthe

caranddroveoff.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IturneddownthevolumeinthecarandIputmy



headonthesteeringwheel.Ihavebeenlookingat

thisbottleandIdon'tknowifIshouldopenitornot.

ThingsarefallingapartquicklyandIdon'tknow

whatIshoulddo.Iwipemytearsandsniffandmy

phonerings.Ihavebeenignoringitforthepast

3Hoursanditsstartingtoirritatemenow.Itakeit

andthebatterypercentageis5%now.Mywaistis

inpain.Whatabaddayitis.ItakemyphoneandI

clearmythroatandIanswer.

Me:"hello.

Siyanda:"whereareyou?"

Me:",ngisendaweni(Iamaround)"

Siyanda:"Ndalo"

Me:"Ngirite(Iamok)"



Ihangupandthrowthephoneatthebackseatand

startthecaranddriveofffromtheshops.Idon't

knowwhereIamgoingbutIendupinajointandI

getoutofthecar.Iaminmyslippersanddressas

wellandIdon'tcareatthemoment.Imademyway

inandit'saresturantbarthemeandIgoandsitat

thebarsectionandthebarmanlooksatme.

Me:"Yourbestbrandy"

Henodssceptically.

Him:"canIhaveyourID?"

Itakemywalletandgiveittohimandhenods.Iput

itbackandhegoestogetmemydrink.Hecomes

backandhandsittomeandIthankhimanddrink

upthecontainsinthedrink.



"Roughday?"

Aladysitsnexttome.Sheisbeautifulandlooks

wellkeptbutwildatthesametime.Ishiftbackto

mydrinkandit'sburningmythroatbutIdon'tcare

becauseitdoesthetrick.

Her:"IcamewithmyfiancehereandthoughtI

wouldlookforafriend."

Me:"mmmh"

Her:"Thabisile"

Sheletsoutherperfectlymanicuredhand.

Me:"Buhlebendalo"



Her:"BuhleorNdalo?"

Me:"Ndalo"

Her:"mmhIthinkIhaveheardofthatname"

Inod.Herphoneringsandshetakesherphoneout

andanswerswhileIdrinkmysurrowsaway.Ilook

atmyringandItakeitoffandputitinmypurse.

Her:"okwoza(okcome)"

Shehangsup.

Her:"myfiancewenttohisfriend's"



Me:"nice"

Iwasn'tinamoodtotalkandshegotthedrift.We

bothdrankinsilenceandwhenthealcoholwas

sloshingmeIcouldfeelmytearscomingandI

knowIwillstarttotalkbecausepeoplewhoget

drunktalk.Istandup.

Me:"Ihavetoleave"

Her:"givemeyourdigitsandmaybewecanhave

lunch"

IgivehermynumbersandIwalkouttothecarand

Igetinanddozedoffinthere.

.



.

Iwokeupandthesoundofcarsandthesun

penetratingme.Myneckhurtabitandmywaist.I

lookedformyphoneanditononepercentandI

couldn'tmakeacall.Iadjustedmyseatandmy

headwasbangingsomuch.Idroveofftomylaw

firmandIgotthereandpassedHannahwhileshe

wasgreetingme.Ididn'tgreetbackasIdidn'thave

time.IwenttohisofficeandIknockedagainthe

doorwasopenanyway.

Xolani:"Advocate"

Hestoodup.

Me:"Hi,sorrytobudgeinlikethis"

Helookedatme.IknowIamamess.



Xolani:"it'sok"

Me:"MyhusbandandIaremarriedincommunity

ofproperty"

Xolani:"Isawthat.Hewillgethalfofyourassets."

Me:"Givehimeverything"

Xolani:"woahareyousureyoudon'twanttorest

andcomebackbetterminded.?"

Me:"No.Ijustwanttocutmyties.Iwantanewlife

after."

Xolani:"Oh"



Me:"Youwillget50%ofthecompanyasathank

you"

Xolani:"wow.Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Me:"that'sall"

Iturned.

Xolani:"Advocate"

Istopped.

Xolani:"Iwouldhavewonthecaseforyoubutifit's

whatyouwant.."

Me:"itis"



Xolani:"Iwishyouthebest"

Me:"thankyou"

Xolani:"Whendoyouneedthepapers?"

Me:"assoonaspossible"

Xolani:"ok

Iwalkedoutoffhisofficeandwenttothecarand

gotinanddroveofftoSoweto.Iamnotreadyfor

himbutIwillhavetofacehim.AssoonasIparked

thecarmyheartsankasIgotoutofthecarand

mademywayinsidethehouseandthenursewas

there.Theywerecosyorisitmyeyesandtheyare

almostthesameage.Myeyeswereglossy.



Nurse:"Ohhimam"

Shefidgetted.Iwalkedpastthemandwenttothe

bathroomandtookoffmybandageandIbathed.

ItstungafterIwasdoneIputacleannewoneon

andIwrappedatowelaroundmyselfandIwalked

outtothebedroom.ItookoutasuitcaseandI

startedpackingmyclothes,everythingthatsaid

NdaloIpackeditandleftwhatHeboughtforme.I

tookouttheringandplaceditonthebedandthenI

turnedanddraggedthesuitcaseandmybags.

Me:"Bye"

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Iignoredhimandwentouttothestreettotakea

taxi.IgotoneandIgotonandthestareswere

tensebutdidn'tcare.AssoonasitdroveoffItold



myselfthatgirldon'tcryanymore.Youaredone.It's

timeyoutookcareofyourselflikebefore.Myphone

hadalowbatterysoIcouldn'tcallandcheckon

Ntokozo.IgotintownandIcaughtacabtoahotel

andIgotaroomandIchargedandcalledthenurse.

Her:"Mam"

Me:"IwantyoutoBeafullliveinnursetillhe

recovers"

Her:"oh"

Me:"Iwillincreaseyoursalary"

Her:"it'sfine"

Me:"don'tmistreathimyoudon'twanttogetin



trouble"

Her:"Iwon't"

Me:"Iwillsendinadownpayment"

Her:"ok"

IhungupandsentamessagetoNtokozoasking

howheisandcanhegetmeagoodrecommended

physiotherapist.Ileftmyphoneandthenwentto

restmyheadafterthat.

.

.

*MSHEKS*



NdalowillcomebackIknow..Wherewillshereally

go?

Nurse:"Yourwifecalled."

Me:"And?"

Nurse:"Sheinstructedmetobealiveinnurse.She

willtakecareofmypayment"

Me:"callhertocomeback"

Shedidandshelookedatme.

Nurse:"sheisnotanswering"



Me:"Iamgoingtorest"

ShenoddedandIwheeledmyselftoourbedroom

andIclosedthedoorbehindme.

.

.

*NDALO*

Iwaswokenupbyacallandmyeyeswerestill

heavybutIansweredit.

"Heygirlyouwe'resloshedyesterday!"

Thenoise.



Me:"hi"

Her:"soIneedsomeoneIcangodressfittingwith

tomorrowwillyoucome?"

Me:"whoareyou?"

Shelaughed.

Her:"ohgod?Everyoneknowsme.Thabisile"

Me:"ohIsee.

Her:"yes.Mysistersareannoyingandyouseem

likeapushoverthatIneed"



Me:"excuseyou"

Her:"yeah.Youaresoseeyoutomorrow"

Shehungup.

Me:"mxm.Pushover.Iwillshowherpushover"

Iputmyphoneawayandwentbacktosleep.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Thesoundofaphoneringingisveryirritatingtothe

most.IopenedmyeyesandItookmyphoneand

answered.

Me:"hello"

Ntokozo:"sorryIcouldanswerearlier"

Me:"it'sunderstandable"

Ntokozo:"areyoucomingthrough?"

Me:"IhavemyownissuesTodealwithatthe

moment"

Ntokozo:"Iknow.Goodphysiotherapist"



Me:"that'sgood."

Ntokozo:"youhavehopehewillwalk?"

Me:"yes"

Ntokozo:"youlovehim"

Iwassilent.

Me:"wearegettingdivorced."

Ntokozo:"oh"

Me:"yes"



Ntokozo:"youwillpayforeverything?"

Me:"yes.It'smyfaultheisonthechair"

Ntokozo:"Iunderstand.Youhaveagoodheartsis"

Me:"Iamevil"

Ntokozo:"butdeepdownyouknowIamright"

Ihuffed.

Ntokozo:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"okbye"

Ntokozo:"bye"



HehungupandIorderedroomserviceandtookmy

laptop.Myphonerangagain.Amiselling

something?

Me:"hello."

Ianswered.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"(sigh)Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iam.Iam"



Therewassilence.

Nhlanhla:"Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"I-"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"Thankyou"

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"ok."

IbitmynailsandhehungupandIsighed.Itookmy

laptopandIstartedwithJobapplications.Starting

fromthebottomalloveragain.ThemoneyIhave

won'tlastmeformorethan2years.Ihavetostart



now.IsearchedforplacesandCapetownseems

likeagoodplacetosettleinaswell.Isearchedfor

housesandpropertyaswelltillmyfoodcameandI

ate.It'sboringdoingnothingalldayandjustsitting.

IwentbacktosleepwhenIwasdonewitheating.

.

.

*NHLANHLA*

Siyanda:"Howdoesthislook.?Heehdripincotton

myman"

HefixeshisSuitwhilespinningaroundthemirror.

Me:"Wealreadydonesuitpicking"



Siyanda:"Butthisisfast."

Me:"Ihavealwaysbeenabachelorandsheisgood

forme."

Siyanda:"ifyousayso.ManIdon'tknowIthink

Msheksbeinginawheelchairisaffectinghim"

Me:"that'sNdaloforyou"

Siyanda:"youtaughthertoomanythings"

Hechuckled.

Me:"getdone.Weshouldleave"



Siyanda:"ok."

Hewalkedtothefittingroom.

.

.

*NDALO*

Idecidedtoshowmyfacetothispushoverandget

itdonewith.Mxmthenervetosaythattome.I

havebeenignoringcallsfromNkositillhealsoleft

thingslikethat.IcheckedonNtokozoaswelland

hewasstillokbutwantingmetocome.Xolanisaid

hewillsendthepaperssoonandthatwillbearelief.

Itookacabandwenttomeetthislady.Igottoher

andshegotoutofabeautifulcarallBarbie'supand

shecametomewithabunchofladiesfollowingher.



Somelookedplainlikemeandsomelikehim.

Thabisile:"Heyboo.Gladyoucanmakeit."

Me:"AngisopushoverMina(Iamnotapushover

)"

Her:"yhuuushuuok"

Wewalkedinside.Thismightbearetailtherapeutic

thingformeatthemoment.Winewasservedand

alsocrackersandwesatdownandthebride's

maidswenttochange.Idon'tknowthiswomanbut

alreadyIampartofafriendshipcircle.

Lady:"Hi,IamDudu,Iamtheoldersister."

Me:"nicetomeetyou"



Ismiled.

Her:"Wearemanyofusathome.Fromastable

family"

Me:"Howmany?"

Dudu:"5sisters."

Me:"that'salot"

Dudu:",yes."

Me:"soallofyouarebride'smaids?"

Dudu:"notnecessarily,wearejustheretohelpher



dresspicking"

Me:"mmhthat'snice"

Shecameoutwithaweddinggown.Theystarted

ululatingandshewaspretty.

Thabisile:"Iamgonnadrophim"

Dudu:"Definitely,isn'tshebeautiful?"

Maybethatwhymymarriagedidn'twork.Ienvied

allofthis.

Me:"very"

ThebridewashappybutcanIsayshecanbebratty

andbossyaswell.WewenttohavelunchandIhad



funwiththemsistersbeforetheyhadtogoback

hometotheirprovince.SoIwillseethemwhenit's

thebachelorette.YesIaminvitedtotheweddingas

well.Makingfriends.SomethingIdidn'thavebefore

,maybeIshouldletmyguarddownabitandjust

havefun.Iamgoing.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Lifeisbecomingabitpeacefulforthesepastfew

daysandthedivorcepapersIgotthemandthought

Ishouldpersonallydeliverthem.Igotoutofthecab

assoonasitparkedandaskedthedrivertowaitfor

meIwillbequick.HeagreedandsoImademyway



insidetheyardandgotinsidethehouse.Thenurse

andhimwerebothinthebedroomandshewas

massaginghiswaistandbackIshouldsay.I

knockedandtheybothturnedtome.

Me:"letmenotdisturb"

Nkosi:"Ndalo"

Me:"Thembinkosi."

Nurse:"Iwillbeback"

ShewalkedoutandhesatupandIhandedhimthe

envelopeandapen.

Nkosi:"Whatisthis?"



Me:"Divorcepapers"

Hescannedhiseyesonthem.

Nkosi:"50%justlikethat?Whatareyouupto?"

Me:"luthoThembinkosi,yiniengabaphezukwayo

(WhatwouldIbeupto?)"

Nkosi:"Angazi?Kulezintsukuuvelewashintsa

(thesedaysyouhavechanged)"

Me:"siyafana.Bhakalapho(wearethesame.

Write)"

Hetookthepen.

Nkosi:"Wait"



Nkosi:"Youwill...."

Me:"angifuniluthoeyakhook?(Idon'twant

anythingthatisyoursok?)"

Henoddedandhesignedthepapersandgavethem

tome.

Me:"Ngiyabonga.Usalekahle(thankyou.Bye)"

Nkosi:"Sho"

HelaidbackdownandIlookedathimbefore

walkingout.Iwenttothecabandgotinbeforeit

droveoff.

Me:"Wearegoingbacktothelawfirm"



HenoddedandIstaredoutside.Ilookedoutofthe

windowthewholeride.Thabisile,awildballof

energysheis,sheisaveryundecidedwomanas

well.Ifsheisaftertokillmethensobeit,atthis

momentIdon'treallycare.Metryingtoprotect

myselfandpeopleendedupwithmeloosing

everythingintheprocess.OnethingIamgrateful

forsomuchfromThembinkosiishimmakingsureI

studied.ThatIwillalwaysbethankfulfor.Wegotto

thelawfirmandIgotoutofthecabandmademy

wayin.ThistimeIgreetedHannah,andwentto

Xolani'sofficeandIknockedandheansweredand

hewassittingwithNkosana.Iwalkedin.

Me:'Gooddaygentleman"

Xolani:"Wewilltalk"

Nkosanastoodupandwalkedout.Igavehimthe



envelope.

Me:"hesigned.IhopeyoualsosignedthepapersI

havetoyou"

Xolani:"Idid.Thankyouagain.Sowhatareyou

gonnado?"

Me:"BytheendofthisweekIwanttorelocate

somewhere."

Xolani:"Iwishyouluck"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Hesmiled.

Me:"Ihavetogo.Thankyou"



Xolani:"youarewelcome."

Inoddedandwalkedoutofhisofficeandmademy

waytomyofficeandaboxwasalreadywaitingfor

me.IhavetothankmyPAforthat.Iamgonnamiss

this.It'snotfarbutit'swassomethingItookthe

initiativetostartformyfamilybutwhatfamilydoI

havenow?

Nkosana:"Soyouareleaving?"

Iturned.

Me:"yes."

Hewalkedin.



Nkosana:"whydidyoumarryDad?"

Me:"toescape"

Nkosana:"What?"

Me:"thenIlearnedtolovehimat19"

Nkosana:"soyouareleavinghiminthestatethat

heisin.Hediedandnowheresurfacedandnow

youleavehim?Didyouwanthismoneynowyou

can'tgetit"

Me:,",whatmoneycauseyourfatherisathug,a

Sowetogodfather"

Nkosana:"Youdon'teversaythataboutmydadhe

madeyou"



Ichuckled.

Me:"Likefatherlikesonlikeuncle.It'spathetic"

Heslappedme.

Me:"Noyoujustdidn-"

Nkosana:"Ididandwomanlikeyoudisgustme."

Me:"ngizokuhlafazaamasendemfanamiunyoko

uzovukaethuneni(Iwillblowyourballs,your

motherwillwakeupfromthegrave)"

Nkosana:"isthatathreat?"



Me.:"It'sapromise.Askaround."

Itookmyboxandpushedhimoutoftheway.

Nkosana:"thesebitchesbemakingthemselves

lookingalldangerouswhensheisnot"

IlefthimlikethatbeforeIdosomethingthatIwill

lateronregret.Igottothecabandgotinbeforeit

droveoff.

.

.

IamatthehotelroomandIamtiredfromscrolling

throughtheweb.Iwentthroughsocialnetworksfor

thefirsttimewhiledrinkingsomewineandIsawa



pictureofThabisileandNhlanhlaandIchockedon

thewine.

Me:"ohmyGod"

Idrankwaterquicklyandcalmeddownbefore

lookingthroughhertimelineandtherearemany

pictures.SomefromwhentheywereteensIguess

andsomewithhersistersaswellasNhlanhla.

Wowsotheyaregettingmarried?Ididn'tseethat

onecoming.NowIfeelbadthatIactuallysleptwith

hermanacoupleoftimesbutwhydoesithurt?Is

itbecauseeveryoneishappyexceptme?Iwiped

mytrars.Don'tbelikethatNdalojustbehappyfor

them.IlookedattheirphotosandIthrewmyphone

inthebedandjumpedonitandsniffed.Iwill

alwaysbelonelyanditsinksinthatit'smenttobe

likethat.NootherwayIsuppose.

.



.

Iwokeuplateronduringthedayanddecidedto

treatmyselfwithlunchatthelobbyandjustbe

happyandforget.Theysaybeingsinglemakesyou

happy,theylyingit'sjustlessstressandmore

loneliness.IalsocalledNtokozowhileatitandhe

answered.

Ntokozo:"Nana"

Me:"howareyou?"

Ntokozo:"Iamgood"

Me:"whenishegettingburried?"



Ntokozo:"momcrematedhim"

Me:"oh,howdoyoufeelaboutthat?"

Ntokozo:"thefamilyisangrybutit'sdone"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ntokozo:"it'sok.Workhasbeenkeepingmebusy"

Me:"that'sgood"

Ntokozo:"you?"

Isighed.

Me:"Iamsingle"



Ntokozo:"IshouldtellmyDrfriendsIhavealittle

sisterwhoissingle"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Don'tplease"

Ntokozo:"Iamkidding.Iwantyoutomeetmy

girlfriend"

Me:"IfeellikesinceIamdivorcedeveryoneis

surfacingwithsomeone"

Hechuckled.

Ntokozo:"it'syourbadluck"



Me:"tooomuch"

Ntokozo:"youwillloveher"

Me:",Ialreadydo"

Ntokozo:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"sure"

HehunguponthephoneandIsighedandcarried

onwithscrollingthemenutillIgetwhatIwanted.

.

.



TwomonthsofbeingsingleandIgottoexplore

SouthAfrica.WhileIstillhavemoneywhydon'tI?

Youknowbridezilla?WellThabisileisanightmare.

Sheaddedmeinagroupofconsistingofher

sistersandshedoesn'tlikehalfofwhatis

suggested.ShewillalwaystakeitandaskmeifI

likeitandifwedon'tclickonitshechangesbutshe

isverynicedivashame.Hersistersareplanninga

bacheloretteandherandIdon'tknowtheplans

becausewehaveexcludedthemfromthewedding

planning.It'squietfunshoppingaroundandcame

tastingbutIkindfeellikeit'smyweddingtheway

shehasapprovedsomanyofmyideas,maybeshe

likesminemore.AnywhoIamvisitingDurbanand

afewmonthstillsheismarried.Wearegoingdress

findingsformeasshewantsmetolookgoodas

her.Sheknowsafriend.Wegettotheshopand

greetthegayfriendandsheexplainsthatsheis

hereforme.WelookedaroundandIgotaperfect

yellowdressthatgoesabovemykneesandshe

washoldingacreamwhitebodyhuggingdresswith

aslitandbeautiful,simplelacedesign.



Me:"Iliketheoneiamholding"

Thabisile:"noboo.Thisone.Tryiton"

Lani:"Yesbabesdotry"

ItakebothdressedandIgetinthefittingroomand

IgotmyyellowdressandIloveit.Iwalkoutand

theirfacesaresour.

Lani:"ngathiugogoOzamaukubafreshoe(it'slike

youareanoldGrandmawhoistryingtobefresh)"

Thabisilegiggled.

Me:"youdesignedit"



Lani:"notforyou.Taketheotherone"

IhuffedandIwenttochangeagainandthedress

fittedmeNicely.Iactuallylikeitandtheopenback

aswell.Iwalkoutandtheyjumpforjoyclapping.

Lani:"nowthisistheone"

Me:"it'snice"

Lani:"it'ssexy.Lookatthosecurves.Keepthe

weightlikethistilltheday.Yourfriendfriemdwillbe

representingyou"

Thabisile.:"Iknowright?Iwillpayforthisone"

Me:"youdon'thaveto"



Lani:"honeydon'tturndownafreeoffer"

Thsbisile:"gochange,nowtherings"

Iwenttochangeandshepaidandwegotinhercar

andshedroveoff.

Thabisile:"Ican'twaitfortheday"

Me:"Icansee"

IamnotjealousbutIdofeelkindahurt.IjustwishI

didn'tknowNhlanhlawasgettingmarried.

Thabisile:"babeareyouok?"

Me:"yeah"



.

.

*MSHEKS*

Ntokozo:"Iseeyouaredoinggreat"

Hewalkedin.

Jasmin:"heisdoinggood.Verygoodand

excersieshismusclesfrequently"

Iclosedmyeyesasshemovedmylegs.

Jasmin:"moveit"



Ididmovemyleg.

Ntokozo:"Iknewyouwerethebest."

Jasmin:"yoursisterispayingverygoodmoneyfor

himtobefine."

Me:"Ndalo?"

Jasmin:"iwillgetsomewater"

Shestoodup.Ntokozoputhishandsinhispocket.

Ntokozo:"yesyourexwife"

Itsoundedbitter.



Ntokozo:"wecouldn'tfindtheebestoneavailable

hereinSouthAfricasoIcalledinanoldcontact

fromCubaandNdaloispayingforherstayand

yourphysiotherapyaswellasthatnurseyoulive

with."

Me:"sheputmehere"

Ntokozo:"youdidThembinkosibysleepingwith

someoneelsewhileshewasaway.Youjustfound

yourmatchandwhatmakesyoumoreangryisthat

shecanbecapableofdoingthesamebutshedidn't.

Shedidn'tcheatonyouwhenshethoughtyouwere

dead.Shejustwenttofindcomfortbecauseallher

lifeshehasbeenfeelingpainandlonelinessand

youknowthebittertruthIwillsayisthatyounever

lovedherenoughlikethewaysheworshippedyou.

Youwillneverfindanotherwomanlikemysister

andthat'safact"



HewalkedoutandIlookedhisdirection.

.

.

*NDALO*

Thabisile:"Thisoneisbeautiful"

Me:"itis"

Ismiled.

Thabisile:"Iwilltaketheblackbandandthisone.

Letmegoandaskifamessagecanbeengraved"



Me:"ok"

Shewalkedoff.Ilookedaroundandwaitedforher

andshecameback.

Thabisile:"itwassuccessful.Can'twait"

SheisreallyexcitedandIwanttofeelthatforher

aswell.Wewalkedoutandwenttoeatout.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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NARRATED

Aftermakinghiswayout,Ntokozowenttohis

officeandhefinallygotthechancetositdownafter

everythingthathasbeenhappeninginhislife.

Africanfamiliesmostbiggestdevil,inheritance

waswhatkepthimonhistoesandstressaswell

fromworkpressure.Theonlythingthatkepthim

SaneisNdalo'sstoriesandhisWoman.Heclosed

hiseyesashelaidontheleatherchairandthought

howmuchofamessdeathcanleaveandasthe

onlysonheissupposedtostepupandbethehead

oftheMselekufamilyyethisuncle'swanttoput

theirfootdownandhandsintheirfather'shard

earnedmoney.HeunderstoodwhereNdalois

comingfrom.Shewouldn'tbeallhandsonwitha

manwhomolestedhermotherandknownhimfor

twosecondsbuthewasalsohopefulEverytimeshe

checksifeverythingisgoingwell.



"youhavebeenSilentthatIalmostateyourlunch"

Heopenedhiseyesandshewalkedaroundthe

tableandmassagedhisheadandhegroanedin

enjoyment.

Ntokozo:"ThatsgoodBaby"

Olona:"youaregood?"

Ntokozo:"stressed."

Olona:"patientsneedafitDr"

Ntokozo:"yeahtrue"



Hebecomessilentandshekisseshisforehead.

Olona:"Eatyourfood"

Ntokozo:"WhatwouldIbewithoutyou?"

Olona:"Idon'tknow"

Shechuckledandsatdownandtheystartedeating.

Olona:"IhaveasurgeryinanhourthenafterIam

offfortheday.Ihavebeenheresinceyesterday"

SheHuff's.

Ntokozo:"Whenwegetmarriedyouarenotgoing

toliftafinger"



Olona:"Ididn'tgotomedicalschoolfor7,yearsto

sitdownandmakebabiesandhaveyoursisters

givingmestinkeyeslikeIamuneducatedand

stupid"

Hechuckled.

Ntokozo:"Ihaveanothersistertointroduceyouto"

Olona:"ohnoIamnotready"

Ntokozo:"shelikesyoualready"

Olona:"Ihopeshedoesbecauseifshedoesn'tI

don'tcare"

Ntokozo:"comehere"



Shewenttohimandhepulledhertoherlapand

kissedherlipsthenstomach.

Ntokozo:"Iloveyou"

Olona:"weloveyoutoo"

Ntokozo:"gohomeandrest.Iwilltakecareofthe

surgerytakeaweekoff"

Olona:",weekoffyouIamjusttwoweekspregnant

Babe"

Ntokozo:"justaweekoffBabe,that'sall"

Olona:",IhateitthatIfinditsexywhenyouarein

yourbossmode"



Ntokozo:"Iknow"

Theylaughedandkissed.

Olona:"okIwilllisten"

Ntokozo:"thankyou"

.

.

*NDALO*

IloveloveloveThabisile.Sheisagoodfriendand

herbubblypersonalityisrubbingoffmeverywellI



havetosay.FewmonthspassedandImet

Ntokozo'sgirlfriendIhavetosaythewomanis

reallybeautifulandsheisfunnyandtheIwillhit

youtypeaswelllikemeIguessbutoverrallIlike

hersomuchwellIlearntIamgonnabeanauntand

IwasveryexcitedIamplanningbabyshowerasit

isandIwanttospoilthatchildrotten.Jobwiseisi

haven'tfoundanythingseemslikeIamblacklisted

andtheonlypersonIcanthinkoffisNkosana.Iwill

visithimandshowhimwhoIamtomesswithme.

Thabisileyeahher,weddingvibesarerollingand

weareallveryexcited.It'sherbacheloretteparty

andseemsliketheladiesaregoingwild.Weare

herewithhersistersbeingtreatedataspa

massageandmanicureandpedicures.Ourhairs

aredoneandwefeelveryfresh.

Me:"Iwouldliketosaysomething"

TheylookedatmeasIsatupandheldmygown.



Me:"Ihaveneverhadagreatgroupofladies

aroundmeandIhavebeenthroughstuffbutbeing

withyoudoinggirlystuffshowswhatIhavebeen

missingouton."

Thabisile:"YesMogal.Cheerstothat"

Weraiseourwineglasses.

Us:"Cheers!"

Wegiggledthendrankupbeforelayingdown.

Thabisile'sphonerangandsheanswered.

Thabisile:"baby"

ShestartedgigglingandIwashappyforher.Ineed

toacceptitandforgetmenright?Arghwhyisthe



heartbetrayingmymindthoughts.Ithoughtweare

inthistogether.WaithaveIfallenforNhlanhlatois

thisjealousy.?

Thabisile:"babybringitatourhouse.Okloveyou"

Shehungup.

Linda:"Husband?"

Thabisile:"Definitely"

IputthecucumbersovermyeyesandIclosed

themandsighed.

.

.



*MSHEKS*

Thandi:"Pennyforyourthoughts?"

Me:"nothingmuch"

Thandi:"Icooked"

Me:"thankyou"

Weweresittingoutside.Iheldontomycrutch.

Reallythephysiotherapistknowsherstuff.Acar

pulledupinfrontofthehouseandNkosanagotout.

Ihatesittingdownandnotbeingupanddownthe

streetshustlinglikeIalwaysdo.

Nkosana:"Dad"



Thandi:"Iwillbeinside"

Shewalkedoff.Hesatnexttome.

Nkosana:"howareyou?"

Ikeptquietandlookedaround.

Me:"Iwishyoudon'tenduplikemeoryouruncle"

Nkosana:"Ndalosaidthesamethingmonthsago.

Shehadsomenerveofleavingyoubecauseyou

couldn'twalk.Blacklistedhersoshewouldn'tfinda

jobanywhereandseehowshewillsurvive"

Ilookedathim.



Me:"Iwrongedher.Shehadeveryrighttoleave.I

messedup"

Nkosana:"youforgive"

Me:"sheispayingforeverything"

Nkosana:"sheshouldbe"

Ishookmyhead.Stubborn.

.

.

.



*NDALO*

Thabisile:"Ndaloyouhavebeenquiet"

Me:"migraine.Idon'tknowifIwillparty.Iwilljust

seetomorrowfortheweddingday"

Thabisile:"Nonsense"

ThecarparkedoutsideIpresumetheirnewhome.I

reallyneedtobeinCapetownafterthisbecauseit's

endingintearsnow.Iwipemytearsandwegetout

ofthecarandmakeourwayinsidethebeautiful

house.Thecolourisdarkandblendswell,Iguess

Nhlanhlapickedeverythinginhere.Musicstarted

playingandmultiplestripperscameoutofnowhere.

Me:"no,nono"



IwalkedtothebathroomandIcouldhearthegirls

makingnoise.Isatonthetoiletandjustletthe

tearsflow.Isobbedandtherewasaknockonthe

door.

"Sweetyurite.?(Sweetyareyouok?)"

Theyareverysweet.Iwipemytearsandflushed

thetoiletpretendingIwasusingitandIwentto

washmyfaceandhandsbeforeopeningthedoor.

Sisiwe:"Igotpills"

Me:"Thankyou"

Shesmiledandwalkedoff.Idranktwoandwent

out.Letmedrinkandhavethetimeofmylife.Igot

totheloungeareaandalreadytheseguysarein

theirunderwear.Thabisilepullsmetoherandwe



sitdownandtheystriparoundus.

Me:"canIhaveawinebottle?"

Dudu:"sure"

ShehandedittomeandIdrankfromitandthey

cheered.IthinktheythinkIamreallyinaparty

moodwhenIamanddrowningmymiseryaswell.

TheshowgoesonandIamtwerkingwiththegirls

andthestrippershaveleft.Wearewearinglingeries

nowwhileinheelsaswell.

Dudu:"shakethatbooty!Shakethatbooty!Shake

thatbootylikemmmhmmh!!"

Wetoastanddrinkstraightfromthebottlesharing.



Linda:"cake!Andchocolatefountain"

Wescreamandstuffourselvesandwedip

chocolateinourwinesanddrink.

"Woahwhat'sgoingonhere!?"

Sisiwestumblesandfallsonthecake.

Us:"ooouuuh!!"

Sisiwe:"(sloshed)Shaketha...shakethat....comeon

Ndalo"

IknowIamdrunkbutnotlikeher.

Thabisile:"Babe"



Shewalksuptohimandshekisseshischeekand

takesthewrappedgift.Mystomachturns.

Siyanda:"naweNdalouDlisaloshuniwezeqa

mgwaqo(youtooNdalo,youwearalingerie)"

Me:"uyaphaphayezwa(youareforward)"

Dudu:"whereismyhusband?Ihopethereareno

strippers."

Siyanda:"hewillbestrippingyousoonwiththat

accent"

Dudu:"mxm"

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetogo.Seeyoutomorrow"



Thabisile:"Iloveyou"

Nhlanhla:Iloveyoutoo"

Itookbottledwateranddrankfromthere.Ineeded

tocooldown.

Sisiwe:"celainvoiceBhuti(canIhaveaninvoicemy

brother)"

Shewasstilllayingonthecake.Wegotherupand

carriedonwithourfunbutitwasn'tfunforme

anymoreIsatdownandwatchedthemdancetoold

schooljams.Myphoneflashedontopofthetable

andItookitanditwasaprivatenumber.I

answered.

Me:"hello"



Igotawayfrom.Thegirlsbecauseitwasnoisyand

Iwentoutside.

"Canyoucomeoutsidethegate"

Ididn'tregisterwhoIamtalkingto,theperson

hungupandIwalkedtothegateandit'sremotedit

openedandIsteppedbackbeforewalkingoutofit

andIwalkeddownthestreet.Manit'scoldhereand

Iamstandinginthemiddleofthestreetinalingerie.

Idon'thavemygunherebutaheelwilldo.Istarted

walkingaroundandsomeoneheldmyarmandI

jumped.

"Don'tworryit'sme"

Me:"don'tscareme,Iwouldhavekilledyou"



Hechuckled.Hepulledmetothecarthat'sbyatree

sotheshadowiscoveringit.wegotinandclosed

thedooranditwaswarmer.

Me:"NhlanhlawhatamIdoinghere"

Musicwasplaying.Hisfavouritelatenightandsaid

onceitsfornighttimeswhenyoufeeltheneedto

calmdown.

Nhlanhla:"IthoughtThabisilewasjoking"

Me:'soIguessIwasn'tinvited"

Nhlanhla:'Ididn'twanttohurtyou"

Me:"wow.Youknowwhathurtsthemostisthat

youdidn'tthinkofinvitingme."



Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"ithurts"

Tearsleftmyeyesandhewipedthemandmade

melookathim.

"Iwannabeloved

There'snothingbetterthanlove

Whatintheworld

Couldyoueverbethinkingof

It'sbetterbyfar



Soletyourselfreachforthatstar

Andgonomatterhowfar

Totheoneyoulove

Tolove

AndImeanallthesewordsI'vesaid

Andyoudon'thavetoguess

What'sgoingoninsidemehead

Justtrytoknow



Allthethingsthatourheartsays

Listentoloveandalways

Getlovetoleadtheway....."

Thelyricswentonwiththesong.

Nhlanhla:"iamsorry"

Me:"it'slate"

HeperkedmylipsandIpushedhimoffme.

Me:"ThabisileisanicegirlandIdon'twanttodo

herlikethat"



Iopenedthedoor.

Me:"byeNhlanhla"

Iclosedthedoorandwalkedbackwippingmytears.

Iamlettinggoofeverythingfrommypastasoff

tomorrowordealingwithitandstartingwith

Nkosana,heneedsaspankingthatone.Iclearly

seehehasneverhadonebefore.Igotinandwent

inside.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IwokeupinthemorningwithaMinorheadache.I

rolledoffthecouchandlandedonDuduwhowoke

upaswell.

Dudu:"yohsanaInhlokoiyavutha(myheadache)"

Me:"sorry"

Wegotupandwokeuptheothers.

Siswe:"myheadisheavy."

Linda:"whyarewewakingup?"

Thabisile:"ohit'stheweddingday"

Me:"atleastyourememberyouaregettingmarried

"



Theylaughedandwewenttothebedroomdown

thestairsandwetookashowerandbathtogether.

Thenwegotoutandweworegowns.

Thabisile:"ouroutfitsarearrivingwithmah"

Dudu:"Imissedhersomuch"

Linda:"youwerewithheryesterday"

Welaughed.Ibecamesilentafter.

Dudu:"Iknow"

Welaughedandlotionedourselvesandthebride

gotuscoveredinnewladyunderwearandshoesas

well.Ournailsweresamecolourasthethemeof



theweddingwhichislimeandLoft

(greyish/brownishcolour)butournailswerelime

andsoasourtoes.Themakeupandhairartist

camethroughandweallgotachancetobedone

Makeup.ThisisexcitingandEverytimeIlookat

ThabisileIbecomehappy.Ifoundagoodfriendin

herandIdon'twanttoruinthatoveraguythat

choseherforareason.Imaynotknowitbuthedid.

Itwasmyturntodothemakeupandmyweave

wasdonesimpleandelegant.Wealllookednice

butThabisilelookedstunninginherphoney

colouredweddingdress.Itwasuptothekneesbut

therewereLacycoverupthatcoveredhertoesand

itwaspuffyaswellwithglitterdesigns.Sheputon

theveilandtookthebouquet.

Me:"youlookamazing"

Thabisile:"thankyou"

Shedidlookstuning.Themotherwalkedinagain.



Mother:"Anisebahlebantabami(youalllook

beautifulmykids)"

Them:"thanksmah"

Mother:"Wedidn'tgetintroduced."

Iletmyhandoutbutshehuggedme.

Mother:"You're?"

Thabisile:"Ndalo"

Mother:"nicetomeetyoumychild.Welcome"

Me:"thankyou"



Hersmileiswarming.

Mother:"let'sgointoprayer."

Weclosedoureyes.

Mother:"Heavenlyfatherwethankyouforthisday,

wethankyouforcreatingthesonyougavetous

andtheonewhodiedforus.Mayyoublessthis

unionandwhat'sdonebyyouwouldn'tbe

seperated......"

IbreathedoutandThabisilesqueezedmyhand.I

lookather,ifsheknowssomethingthenIwould

havetocomecleantoher.

Mother:"inJesusnameamen"



Us:"Amen"

Weclappedhands.

Mother:"Alwayspray.Iknowsomeofyouforget"

Siswe:"atleastasimelesicaze(atleastwedon't

havetoexplain)"

Welaughed.

Thabisile:"whattimeisit?"

Mother:"youarelate"

Thabisile:"sowhatarewestilldoinghere.Let'sgo"



Wetookourclutchesandshetookherflowersand

wemadeourwayout,ourcarswerewaitingand

wegotintothemandtheydroveoff.Nhlanhlareally

spentmoneyonhere.Can'twaittoseeourdesigns

cometogethertolife.IwashappyandIthoughtI

wouldbemopyorsadinanyway.Wegottothe

venueandalreadypeoplewerewalkinginandit

wasgoingtobeagardenwedding.Typicalbutthat

wasagreatideaaswell.Wegotprogram

pamphletsandwemadeourwayintogotakeour

seatswithotherpeople.Wewereclosetothewhole

showandIsawMaKandSiyandasittingatthe

oppositesidefromusbuttheydidn'tseeme.No

groomsmennobridesmaids.Interestingaswell,

NhlanhlalookedHandsomeandasIhavesaodthat

thewomanwhowillmarryhimisluckyand

Thabisileisveryluckyindeed.Oureyeslockedand

IsmiledwhilehelookedawayandIlookeddownas

well.Heclearedhisthroatandthemusicstarted

playingaswellandwestoodupandThabisilewas

walkingdowntheaislealone.Maybeherfather



passedawayanddidn'twantanyonewalkingher

downtheaisle,shereachedourman.IMeanher

man,sorryforthat.HermanyesNdaloNhlanhlais

hersandtheystoodInfrontofeachother.Wesat

downclappinghandslightlyforsomereason.

Nhlanhla:"Ican'tdothis"

Thabisile:"what?"

Thecrowdgasped.Iaminshockaswell.What's

goingon?.

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry"

Hekissedherforeheadandthenfixedhissuit.

Pastor:"Ididn'tevensayoneword"



SomepeoplelaughedandThabisilesteppedaside

andNhlanhlacametomeandpeopleululated.

Haibowhywouldtheydothat?What'sgoingon?I

amsoconfused.

Nhlanhla:"MayI?"

Hetookmyhand.

Me:"Nhlanhlayoushouldbegettingmarried."

Nhlanhla:"yesIshouldbe"

Thabisile:"hereyougogirl"

Me:"woahwhat'sgoingon?"



Hepulledmeupandshegavemeabouquetand

smiled.

Thabisile:"welcomehomesis"

Shesatdownonmyplace.Iamtryingtoregisterall

ofthis.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Iamstillconfused.Musicstartedplaying.

"Seefirstofall

Iknowtheseso-calledplayaswouldn'ttellyouthis

ButI'maberealandsaywhat'sonmyheart



Let'stakethischanceandmakethislovefeel

relevant

Didn'tyouknowIlovedyoufromthestart,yeah

WhenIthinkaboutalltheseyearsweputinthis

relationship

Whoknewwe'dmakeitthisfar?

WhenIthinkaboutwherewewouldIbeifwewere

tojustfallapart

AndIjustcan'tstandthethoughtofleavingyou

Meetmeinthealtarinyourwhitedress



Weain'tgettingnoyounger,wemightaswelldoit

BeenfeelingallthewhilegirlImustconfess

Girllet'sjustgetmarried

Ijustwannagetmarried.............."

HeUntiedabuttonfromhissuitandwentdownon

onekneeandpoppedoutasmallboxwitharing.

MyheartwasracingandIpushedthetearsback

manytimes.

Nhlanhla:"Let'sgetmarried"

Me:"(whispering)WhatifIsaidno?"

Thepeoplewhoheardmelaughedandhechuckled.



Nhlanhla:"thenit'showyoufeel.IloveyouNdalo

andsincewestartedwhatwehadithasbeen

burningmemore.Iwanttodothisthingcalledlove

withyou.Iamnotreallygoodwithwordsbutiwant

myactionstospeakcausetheyhavealwaysbeen

speaking."

Iwipedmytears.Nowiamasobbingmess.Ipulled

himupandwesharedahugandpeopleululated.

Me:"yes"

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyou"

Isighed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Webrokeitandhewipedmytears.

Pastor:"what'sgoingon?"

Welaughed.

Nhlanhla:"wearegettingmarried."

Me:"waitThabisile"

Iturnedaround.Shewassmilingandwipingtears.

Thabisile:"don'tworryAboutme.Iammarried"

Me:"what?"



Bombskeepondropping.

Nhlanhla:"sheismytwin"

Me:"youareatwin"

MaK:"getmarriedalready!"

ThepeoplelaughedandweUnitedhands.The

pastorstartedwithprayerandwentintoreadinga

verse,yourusual.MaybeIamdreaming.Ishould

bescaredofjumpingeverythingandgetting

marriedagainbutwithNhlanhlaIamnotscared

becausehehasalwaysshowedhisgenuineside.If

hedoesn'tlikeyouheshowsitfromthestarteven

whenetoleratesyou.IfeellikeIknewhimmore

thanIknewNkosi.Wesaidvowsandwe

exchangedringsandweweremarried.Wekissed



Nhlanhla:"Iwillneverhurtyou"

Me:"Iknow"

Nhlanhla:"thatsmile,IwillmakesureIseeiton

yourfaceeverysecond"

Me:"WowreallyMr"

Nhlanhla:"yesMrsRhadebe"

Me:"theRIneedtoworkon"

Helaughed.

Thabisile:"let'sleave"



WeleftandsoIlearnedthatthesistersofthabisile

areactuallysisterstoNhlanhlaexceptforDudu

whoissisterinlawbecausesheismarriedto

Nhlanhla'scousin.Theirloveiscuteshame.We

tookfamilyphotoswithMaKandSiyanda.Theyare

myfamilyalwaysandforever.Alsoagroupphoto

withthewholeRhadebefamilyandthenbothofour

picturesaswell.

Nhlanhla:"yourbacklooksnice"

Me:"don'tgetanyideas."

Nhlanhla:"yourejectedmeyesterday"

Me:"yeahanginiubuzoshada(youweregetting

married)"

Nhlanhla:"nawe(withyou)"



Me:"bengingaziMina(Ididn'tknow)"

Welaughed.

Cameraman:"beautifulsmiles"

Wegotdoneandwewenttothereceptionarea.We

reachedthetableandeverythingwasjustperfect.

Thabisileandthismanactuallyallofthemare

sneaky.SpeechsweredoneandMaKreally

touchedme,Iwashappyandjoyful.Iremember

mymother-in-law'swordsbeforewecameherethat

weshouldprayoften.Iclosedmyeyesanddida

silentprayerthatGodshowshimselfthroughus.I

openedmyeyesandNhlanhlawasonthestage.

Nhlanhla:"ngibingelelawonkeumuntu(Igreet

everyone)"



Everyoneresponded.

Nhlanhla:"especiallymywife.Ungenze

umnunmzanesthandwaSam(youmademeMrmy

love)"

Iblushed.

Nhlanhla:"Idon'thavemuchreallytosayIjust

wanttothankyouandcallhermywifeagain"

Welaughed.

Nhlanhla:"ok,Iwillbebacklater"

Welaughedandhegotoffthestageandfoodcame

andweate,ThabisiletookoverandIfinallygotto



seeherhusbandandtothinkIalmoststrangledher

lastnight,crazy.

Thabisile:"ThewayshewouldchangeEverytimeI

talktoNhlanhlawaspriceless.Shewasreadytokill

meforyou"

Welaughed.

Thabisile:"Ndaloyouaresuchaspecialcase"

Theylaughed.Shecarriedontalkingwegotdone

eating.Wewerecalledtocomeandhaveafirst

dance.Ihavealwaysdreamedofaweddinglikeany

othergirl.Westoodupandwenttothedancefloor

andheheldmywaistandIputmyhandonhis

shouldersandthemusicstarted.

"OnelookinyoureyesandthereIsee



Justwhatyoumeantome

HereinmyheartIbelieve

YourloveisallI'lleverneed

Holdin'youclosethroughthenight

Ineedyou,yeah

IlookinyoureyesandthereIsee

Whathappinessreallymeans

Thelovethatwesharemakeslifesosweet



Togetherwe'llalwaysbe

Thispledgeoflovefeelssoright

And,ooh,Ineedyou

Hereandnow

Ipromisetolovefaithfully(Faithfully)

You'reallIneed

Hereandnow

Ivowtobeonewiththee(Youandme),hey

Yourloveisall(Ineed)Ineed



Say,yeah,yeah

WhenIlookinyoureyes,thereI'llsee

Allthataloveshouldreallybe

AndIneedyoumoreandmoreeachday

Nothin'cantakeyourloveaway

MorethanIdaretodream

Ineedyou....."

Ilaidmyheadonhischestashesanghereand

theretothelyricsaswell.Iwipedmytearsandhe



wipedtherestandheldmeclosertohim.

Nhlanhla:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iamok."

IlookedathimandIsmiled.

Me:"Iamok"

HenoddedanIkissedhislipsandheresponded.

PeopleclappedforusandIevenforgotwewere

Infrontofacrowd.Webrokeit.Iwasshy.He

chuckled.

Me:"Iloveyou,"

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyoutoo."



Wecarriedondancing.Thedaycarriedon

beautifullyandmanymemorieswerecreated.

Nkosanawaswrong.Iameducatedbecauseof

NkosionlybutoverrallIamwhoIamtoday

becauseofNhlanhla.IamTheNdaloIambecause

ofhim.

.

.

.
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Tosayeverythingwasperfectwouldbean



understatementtohowIamfeelingandlaughingso

genuinelyandblushingaswell.ItfeelslikeIjustgot

marriedforthefirsttimeinmylife,that'showIfeel

atthemoment.Wellitwasgettinglatesoweleft

thevenueandwetothehousewedestroyed

yesterday.Asweentereditwasdark.

Nhlanhla:"Youdestroyedourhouseyesterday."

Me:"Iamsorry"

IlaughedandweopenedthelightsandIjumpedon

thecouchandhewentonhiskneesandtookoffmy

shoes.Iwaslookingathimandhelookeduptome

ansmiledaswell.

Nhlanhla:"what?"

Me:"Nothing"



Heperkedmylips.

Nhlanhla:"ushonje(yousayso?)"

InoddedandhepickedmeupandIwrappedmy

armsaroundhisneck.

Me:"Iwanttogetdown"

HeplacedmeonthecouchandIstoodupand

turnedaroundandhekissedmyshouldersand

neck.

Me:"Canyouhelpunzipmydress?"

Nhlanhla:"withpleasure"



HeunzippeditanditdroppedtomyfeetandIgot

offitandwalkedawayfromhim.

Me:"Iamhungry"

Itappedmylips.

Nhlanhla:"metoo"

Me:"Butyoujustate"

Nhlanhla:"thatwasenergyforwhatIamaboutto

devour"

Igiggledandwenttothekitchenandhecamein

afterandleanedagainstthewallfoldinghisarms.I

bitmylipandgotonthecounterandhewalked

towardsmeandkissedmynecktomyshoulders



andwesharedakissandItookoffhisblazer.I

brokethekiss.

Me:"suits,suityou"

Nhlanhla:"Iwasmadeforthem"

Me:"ahusuyacomamanje(youareshowingoff

now)"

HechuckledandIkissedhimandheheldmywaist.

Islowlyundressedhimandhepulledmetolayon

mybackandthecoldgranitecameincontactwith

mybackandhetookoffmyunderwearandparted

mylegsandstoodbetweenthemandhisthumb

wasincontactwithmyclitorisandhecirculatedit

thereandIbitmybottomlipbeforehelickedhis

thumbanddidthesameagain.Imoanedand

slippedafingerinmeandImoaned.



Nhlanhla:"Imissedyou"

Imoanedandhepulledoutandwenttothefridge

andtookoutsomeicetrayandtookoutice.

Nhlanhla:"openyourlegswideforme"

Idid.Goodthingforthespatreatmentyesterday

thatIamshaved.Thoughthewaxwashellbut

worthitatthismoment.Hetooktheiceandhe

rubbeditonmyclitorisanditwascoldandblissful.

HetookanotherandranitonmyboobsandI

playedwiththemaswell.

Me:"mmmh"

Nhlanhla:"wearegonnahavefun"



Me:"Isitstarting?"

Nhlanhla:"notyet.Wearejustwarmingup."

Inoddedandheslidhisfingerinandfingerfucked

metillIcameandhepulledmetositup.

Nhlanhla:"Goonyourkneesbaby.Goonyour

kneesSthandwaSam(mylove)"

Inoddedandwentonmykneeswithmybuttupand

Ifelthishandsaroundmybuttandhespanksit

beforeIfelthisyoungereatingmeup.

Me:"Ah!"

Hepulledbackanddidthesameagainand

quickenedhispacethistime.



Me:"AhNhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Don'tmovetoomuch"

HediditagainandIcame,mykneeswereshaking.

Mindyouit'sdarkinthekitchen.Onlythelightfrom

theLoungeanddiningroomandoutsideisvisiblein

someplacesinthekitchen.Hewassilentforsome

moneyandhishandwasplacedonmybackand

wenttomybuttandheopenedmybuttcheeksand

letgobeforeIfelthistipanditslidin.

Me:"Mmh"

Nhlanhla:"damn!"

Heplaceshishandonmybackandmovesslowly

atfirstbutdeeper.



Me:"Ohw"

Imoanedandheheldmywaistthrustinginme.

.

.

PositionsIneverknewexistedwereintroducedto

meandlastnightwasroughandmagical.

Yesterdayasawhole.Iwaswokenupbythesun

penetratingmyeyesandIheardfootsteps.Iopened

myeyesandNhlanhlawasholdingmenexttome.

Me:"Baby"

Nhlanhla:"Mmmh"



IheardthemnearingandIrolledontopofhimtohis

sideandjumpedoffopeningthedrawerandIhope

thereisagunandthereis.Itookitandcheckedfor

thebulletsandtheyaretherebeforeIopenedthe

doorandsawashadowdownthepassageandI

walkedtowardsitandgotinthatroomandIhearda

guncrocking.

"Whatareyoudoinginhere?"

Me:"Siyanda!"

Siyanda:"woah(laughing)Youhitituplastnight.

Me:"mxm"

NhlanhlathrewagownatmeandIgotdressed.



Siyanda:"yourweaveisamess"

Me:"Iknow."

HechuckledandIwalkedofftothebedroomandI

searchedformyphoneandluckyit'shere.Missed

callsfromThabisile,Iwillcallherlater.Nhlanhla

gotinthebedroomandoutthegunsinthedrawer.

Nhlanhla:"Youalmostknuckledmyballswithyour

knee"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Heperkedmylips.

Me:"morningbreath"



Nhlanhla:"Idon'tcare."

Me:"SowhatarewedoingtodaybecauseIhad

plans"

Nhlanhla:"to?"

Me:"gotoJohannesburg"

Heraisedhisbrow.

Me:"don'tletthegreenmonsterconsumeyou.

(Sigh)Nkosanablacklistedme"

Nhlanhla:"whichmeans?"



Me:"Ican'tbehiredorworkwith"

Nhlanhla:"let'sgoshowerandeat.Iwillbooka

flight.Thtboydoesn'tknowyou"

Me:"forrealbabyyaziuyangijwayelakabi(heis

shittingonme)"

Nhlanhla:"Noonewillmesswithmywife"

Me:"nobody!Notevenyou"

Nhlanhla:"notevenme"

Welaughedandhegotonthebed.

Me:"onaseriousnoteasambe(let'sgo)"



Nhlanhla:"somtsengisauNdalo(wewillshowhim

Ndalo)"

Me:"theNdaloRhadebe"

Nhlanhla:"Ilikethat"

Me:"hemessedwiththewrongone"

Nhlanhla:"forreal"

Me:"youknowheslappedmebutIkeptquiet"

Nhlanhla:"what!?Ohnowearedrivingthere"

Hepickedmeupandwenttothebathroom.We



showeredandgotoutandIrealisedIdon'thave

clothes.Hesaidhetookcareofthatandafew

minuteslaterThabisilewheeledmysuitcasefrom

thehotel.

Me:"youarealifesaverandIammadatyou"

Thabisile:"Iletyouplanit"

Me:"yougavemeaheartattack"

Welaughed.

Thabisile:"Ihavetoleavebye"

Me:"bye"

Shewalkedout.Iwentupthestairswithmy



suitcaseandgotinthebedroomNhlanhlawas

dresseddifferently,hedoesswitchuphisdress

codehereandthere.Simplethough.Jeans,anckle

boots,blacktopandblackleatherjacketwitha

Bennielikeheisgoingonamissionwithachain

that'snevermissedbyanyofthem.Igotdressedas

wellandwedidn'tpack.Hejusttookthecarkeys

andourphonesandwewereonourwayout.We

gotinthecarandhedroveoffandsoonwewereon

thefreeway.Itwashourslongandwedidn'tregret

theroadtripthough.

.

.

WereachedJHBandhedrovetomyoldlawfirm

andwegotoutofthecarandHannahgreeted.

Hannah:"youlookwonderful.Longtime"



Me:"indeed.Iamgoodasyourself?"

Hannah:"Iamgood."

Me:"isNkosanahere?"

Hannah:"yesheiswithhisfather.Iwillsendyou

through

Me:"noletitbeasurprise"

Shelookedatusandnodded.Wegotintheelevator

andifwentup.

Nhlanhla:"Iwillhandlethis"



Me:"but..."

Nhlanhla:"unenkani(youarestubborn")"

Me:"youmademelikethis"

Hechuckled.Wegotoffandmadeourwaytothe

officeandthePAwasthereweignoredherand

walkedin.NkosiwasonhisfeetandNkosanaas

well.

Nkosana:"whatareyoudoinginmyoffice?"

NhlanhlalockedthedoorandItookoutmygunand

shotthewallnexttohimandhejumped.

Nkosi:"calmdownNdalo"



Me:"WenaNgane(youchild)youareCEObecause

ofmywork,youthinkyouallthatanda

professionallawyer'snowbecauseofme.Imade

youandyoublacklistme.Iwarnedyou.

Ithrewmygunonthefloorandtookoffmyjacket.

Nkosi:"Ndalolet'stalk"

Me:"phumaendabenizethuNkosi(don'tget

involvedNkosi)"

Nkosana:"Iamnotscaredofyou"

Igottohimandpunchedhisfaceandcoredand

slappedhimaswell.

Me:"that'sforslappingme"



Iheldhisneckandboostedwithhisthoughand

wrappedmylegsaroundhisneckandwefellandI

squeezedhisneckwithmythighs.theyrushedto

us.Nhlanhlapulledmeup.

Nhlanhla:"youaregonnakillhim.

Me:"Iamnotdone"

Hecoughed.

Itookabookfromhisdeskandthrewitathim.

Nkosi:"Ndalo!"

Me:"Yeyiwena!"



Nkosana:"comeatme"

Nkosi:"Ndalothat'smysonyouarebeating"

Me:"andthat......"

Nkosanaattackedmeandhewasontopofme

beatingme.

Nhlanhla:"Woahwoah"

TheypulledhimandNhlanhlapunchedhimtillhe

wasonthefloor.

Nkosi:"Nowyouarewalkingalloverme."

Nhlanhla:"Youcandoallthingsbutdon'tyouever

layyourhandonmywifebecauseIwillputabullet



throughyourskull"

Nkosi:"justbyfuckingheryouarecallingheryour

wife"

NkosilefthiscrutchandattackedNhlanhla.

Me:"guyswoah"

Iseperatedthem.

Nkosana:"(coughingblood)Iknewyouwerea

bitch!"

Nkosi:"Fuck!"

Me:"let'sgo"



Hespitputbloodandwipedhislips.

Nkosi:"SoyoufuckandmarryNdalo?Howcan

yousellyourselfsoshort!Arethatdesperate!?"

Me:"Nhlanhlalet'sgo"

IheldhisarmthoughhewasresistingbutIopened

thedoorandwewalkedout.

Me:"areyouok?"

Henoddedandhegotintheelevatorfirstandwe

walkedout.Peoplewerelookingatusaswewalked

outandgotinthecar..

Me:"letmesee"



Nhlanhla:"IamokNdalo"

Me:"Ijustwannasee"

Iheldhisfaceandhelookedangry."

Me:"yehlisaumoya(calmdown)"

Nhlanhla:"udelelilengawe(hedisrespectedyou)"

Me:"calmdown."

Ikissedhislips.

Me:"weneedtocalmdownandcomebackagain"



Nhlanhla:"youmighthaveregrettedshootingat

himbutIwon'twhenIkillhim"

HeturnedtheignitiononandIlookedathim.

Me:"heisyourfriend"

Nhlanhla:"Ndalodon'tmakemelaugh.Theonly

reasonIwasclosetoNkosiisbecauseofbusiness

nothingmorethanthat"

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"

Nhlanhla:"youwillneverunderstand"

HedroveoffandIwassilent.Ithinktherearemore

deepthingsinthiskindofworld.



.

.

.
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*MSHEKS*

IwaspacingupanddownandNkosanawas

sippinghismouthwiththetissueandwouldspitit

inthere.

Nkosana:"whatisshemadeoff?"



Me:"Nhlanhlatrainedher"

Nkosana:"Nx"

Me:"shekilledourkids"

Nkosana:"what?!"

Me:"Yeah.ThereasonIwasonwheelchairis

becausesheshotme"

Nkosana:"sheispsycho"

Me:"Andungrateful.Shekilledyourmother"

Nkosana:"Thefuck!Iamgoingtokillher.Letme

callthecops"



Me:"don'tbestupidbecauseifshegoesdownin

jailIwilltoo.Wejusthavetodealwithher"

Nkosana:"Ican'tbelieveyou"

Hechuckled.Itookmyphoneoutandsatdown.

.

.

*NDALO*

itwassilentinthecar,Verysilentandyesthereis

comfortablesilencebutitgetsmeworried.



Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Buhlebendalo"

Ismiledandhesmirked.

Me:"Whatarewedoingnext?"

Nhlanhla:"wearenotleavingtillyouareworked

withorgetajob"

Me:"Iamhungryke"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"theonlyreasonIamdoingthisis

becauseyouhavePassioninworking.Eitherthan

that..."



Me:"discardthatideaplease,Sodlaphi?(Where

arewegonnaeat?)"

Nhlanhla:"kwaThembinkosi(atThembinkosi's)"

Me:"don'tplay"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"anywhere"

Henodded.Hedrovetothemallandwewentinside

tospurandgotourmenu's.Weorderedameaty

mealbecauseIwasreallyhungryandalemonade

andhehadbeer.Ourdrinkscameandlateronsoas



ourfoodandweatewhileconversatinghereand

there.

Me:"yazingiyacabangalah(youknowIam

thinkinghere)"

Nhlanhla:"what?"

Me:"likedoingaprojectinhelpingkidswhodon't

knowanyrelativesandlosttheirparents.Youknow

somesimilartome.Someabusedanddon'thave

goodhomes."

Nhlanhla:"likeanorphanage?"

Me:"yesbutshelteraswell"

Nhlanhla:"What'syourplanonthat?"



Me:"areyounotsupportingme"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Ndaloangishongonjalo.Ngiyabuzanje

amaplanakho(NdaloIdidn'tsaythat.Iamasking

aboutyourplans)"

Me:"ok.IamthinkingSponserscanhelpaswell..I

amnotsureIjustneedtositthisdownandthinkit

through"

Hepoppedachipinhismouth.

Nhlanhla:"Ithinkit'sagoodidea.Ifyouloveityou

candoit."



Me:"youareadarling."

Heshookhishead,wecarriedoneating

Me:"Babe"

Helookedatme.

Me:"WhatdidyoumeanwhenyousaidIwouldn't

understandyourrelationshipwithThembinkosi"

Nhlanhla:"asiyekeNdalo(let'sleaveit)"

Me:"Ifeellikeit'sdeeper"

Nhlanhla:"itisbutIwon'ttellyoubecauseyou

wouldunderstand"



Me:"Weshouldbetransparentwitheachother."

Nhlanhla:"Notaboutthingsthatyoudon'tneedto

know."

Ikeptquiet.IcarriedoneatingandIjustlostmy

appetite.Itookmyfoodastakeawayandwewent

togobuysomeclothesandtoletriesbeforewe

wenttoahotelandgotbookedin.Wegottoour

roomandIjumpedonthebedandlaidonthebed.

Nhlanhla:"Youhavebeenquiet"

Me:"migraine"

Hetookoffhisshoesandgotonthebed.



Nhlanhla:"trustmeonthisone"

Me:"Ialwaystrustyou"

Nhlanhla:"yeahkeepthattrust"

Me:"Ijustwanttoknow"

Hekissedmyneck.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"Mxm"

Nhlanhla:"Kanjalo(likethat?)"

Me:"iswitchuprealquick.thisshowsIcan'ttrust



youandcapableofhidingstufffromme."

Nhlanhla:"thatnottrue.Iseeyouwantusto

divorceinadayinmarriage

Me:"why?"

Iturnedtohim.

Nhlanhla:"NdaloyouwillhatemeandhateNkosi

aswell.Ican'ttellyoubabeIamsorry"

Me:"youshouldn'thavetoldmeyouwerenot

friendsthen"

Nhlanhla:"IknowImessedup"

IkissedhislipsandwenttohisneckandI



undressedhistopandItookallthecontrol

caressinghisbodytillhisdickwasdeepinmy

throataskgaggedandsuckedandlickedittillhe

wasabouttocumandIstopped.Stillhewasn't

speaking.Iundressedmyselfandthenwent

towardsthebathroom.

Me:"Iamgoingtoshower.Iwanttosleepafter."

Nhlanhla:"andthis"

Me:"IhaveanNPOandawaytogetoffbeing

blacklistedtothinkaboutthat.Youcanmusturbate"

IwalkedinandopenedtheshowerandIstepped

insideandIclosedthedoor.Hegotinaswelland

heldmywaist.

Nhlanhla:"bendIwilltellyou"



IbentandbalancedbeforeheslippedinandIbit

mybottomlip.

Nhlanhla:"itwas28yearsago,myfatherwasa

taxiownerMogul,corruptpoliticianwhowent

againsthisfellowblackpeople.

Hethrusteddeeper.

Me:"Ah!"

Nhlanhla:",youarestillwithme?"

Inoddedbittingmybottomlipandplaywithmy

nipple,hewasgoinginaslowpace.

Nhlanhla:"Londie'sfatherandmyfatherweregood



businesspartnersifIshouldsayandthat'showI

metNkosithroughLondie"

Me:"youhaveknownLondieforyears"

Nhlanhla:"yes"

Me:"andyou....ahstopfuckingmesogoodI

wannatalk"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"fuck,keeptalking"

Hespankedmybutt.

Me:"ahh."



Nhlanhla:"Londie'sfatherandmyfatherwererivals

butworkedtogetherthroughtheharboursystem"

Me:"whichis?"

Nhlanhla:"Shitbabywait"

HeheldmywaistandthrustedquicklyandIheldon

theshowertapsandIcame.Mylegswere

tremblingandhewenttohisslowpace.

Nhlanhla:"forNkosi'sprotectionhehadtowork

withherfatherandusaswell.Ijoinedthefamily

businessandweworkedtogetherchangingitfrom

shippingclothesandwhatnotillegallyto..."

Me:"towhat?"



Nhlanhla:"whatbaby"

Hethrusteddeeperandharder.

Nhlanhla:"fuck!"

Hepulledoutandcursed.Heitbackinsideandkept

onthrusting.

Nhlanhla:"youready?"

Idon'tknowwhichreadyishereferringto.

Me:"yeess!"

Nhlanhla:"weshipgirls"



Me:"what!?"

Hehittheg-spotandImoanedtothepleasure.

Nhlanhla:"Iamgonnacum"

Inoddedrollingmyeyesandhecameandheldmy

waistandwecaughtourbreaths.Iturnedaroundto

himandpushedhimoutofthewayandgotoutof

theshowertakingatowel.

Nhlanhla:"Thembalamwait(myhopeWait)"

Me:"Youguysareinvolvedinhumantrafficking?"

Nhlanhla:"calmdown"



Me:"Idon'twanttohearitanymore"

Nhlanhla:"waitletmeexplain.SinceLondie'sfather

retiredanddaddiedIgot90%oftheharbour

shipmentbusinessandwewereapproachedby

internationalpeoplewiththisdealandwetookitas

itbringsingoodmoney"

Me:"angazingikufakeimpamaNomangikushiye

Nomangenzeningobangi.....(Idon'tknowifI

shouldslapyouorleaveyoubecauseIam....)"

Nhlanhla:"letmecarryon"

Ibecamesilent.

Nhlanhla:"prostitues,they'retakenfromthestreets

cornersandtheygetshippedtoabettercountry

wheretheyaresoldtobusinessassociatesand



DrugLord'syounameit.SomeendupinEscourts

pimpedup."

Me:"thisistoomuch"

Hesighed.

Nhlanhla:"theyuseourshipstoshiptheladies

only"

Me:"that'sliketraffickingthemsinceyoutake

themunwillingly"

Nhlanhla:"Iamnotinvolvedwithhappenstothe

girls.Wejustprovidetransportation"

Me:"howdoyouknowwheretheyendup?"



Heclearedhisthroat"

Nhlanhla:"Ihavebeeninthereandbeen..."

!e:"Idon'twanttohearitanymore"

Itookalotionandlotioned.

Nhlanhla:"that'swhatconnectsmeandNkosi

becausewealwayshelpedeachother."

Me:"IfeellikeIhavebeenlivingalie,andKasi

gangster?"

Nhlanhla:"NkosiandMaKarethatbecausethey

grewupinekasiandshewasarrestedinMexicoa

fewyearsago.SiyandaandIwejustgowayback

reallywaybacklikeMaKismygrandfather'scousin.



Hermotherandmygreat-grandfatheraretwins.

Me:"Ican'tanymore.Surprisessurprises

everywhere,youarelegitornot?"

Nhlanhla:"Iamnot"

Me:"ok"

Nhlanhla:"youhavecalmeddown?"

Me:"no"

Heheldmywaistandsqueezedmynakedbutand

kissedmeandIreturnedit.

Nhlanhla:"justfocusonthis"



Me:"what?"

Nhlanhla:"us."

Me:"youareconfusing"

Nhlanhla:"Iknow.Itrustyouok?"

Inoddedandheperkedmylips.Iamandnotwasn't

readyforallofthat.Webrokeitupandwegot

dressed.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetobesomewhererealquick.Will

trytosortthisissueweareherefor"

Me:"Iamtired.Iwillsleep"



Henoddedandtookhisgunandkeysbefore

walkingoutandIrestedmyheadonthepillow.

.

.

AfewmomentsinmysleepandIheardsome

movementintheroomandIopenedmyeyes.It

wasdarkbutthesidelampwason.

Me:"Nhla......!"

Iwastryingtobreakfreefromthepersonwhowas

holdingmeandIwasinjectedwithsomethingon

myneckanditwasblurryandIwastired.

"Igother"



Thepersonchuckled.

"Notsotoughanymore.Youaregonnapay"

Itwaslightsoutforme.

.

.

.
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coldwaterwaspouredonmeandIgaspedforair



andopenedmyeyes.Iwassoakingwhilelayingin

thecarbootandhepulledmyhair.Iwastiedup

frommylegsandhands.IstumbledandIlaidon

thefloor.

Me:"whatamIdoinghere?"

Heslappedandkickedme.

Nkosana:"youdisgustme."

Me:"youaregonnaregretthis"

Nkosicamearoundwhilewalkinginhiscrutch.It

wascoldaswell.

Nkosana:"whattimeisit?"



Nkosi:"justaftermidnight"

Nkosananodded.

Me:"NkosiwhatmIdoinghere?"

Nkosi:"thesamereasonNomcebowasherefor"

Me:"don'tstartsomethingyouwouldn'tfinish"

Nkosana:"istheshovelready?"

Henoddedandtheyclosedthebootandpulledmy

hairanddraggedmethroughthegraveyard.

Me:"Leavemealone.OnceIgetoutofthese.Hell

willbreakloose"



Nkosi:"Nhlanhlawon'tfindyouhere"

Heisright.InevertoldhimwhereIburried

Nomcebo.IwantedtocrybutIdidn't.Wegotinfront

ofthegraveandIwasresisting.

Me:"YoucowardjustlikePhilaniNkosi.Youno

different"

Nkosi:"Iguesswewerebrothers"

Me:"andtoeverbelieveeverywordwhenyousaid

youloveme."

Nkosi:"Idid.Justnotenoughafterwhatyoudid"

Me:"for.Hoe"



Nkosanastartedkickingmeandpunchingme.

Nkosana:"whoareyoucallingahoebitch!"

Heroared.

Nkosi:"enough.Gotaketheice"

Nkosananoddedandhewalkedaway.Nkositook

outhisgunanduntiedme.

Nkosi:"IwillshootyouNdaloandyouknowit.Now

dig"

Me:"you-"



Heshotthesky.

Nkosi:"fuckendig"

Itooktheshovel.Itwasdarkandcreepyhereat

night.Istartedtodig.

Nkosi:"Nkosanamakeitfast"

Iwipedmytearsanddug.

.

.

*NHLANHLA*



Siyanda:"WeneedtopayoffafinetogetNdaloout

ofthiscloud"

Me:"ifit'sformywife.Iwouldgobroke"

Siyanda:"Ialwaysknewyouhadathingforher.

Butwenanjalouzenzaisgoralah(youalways

potrayedlikeyoudidn't)"

Me:"Wewilltalkaboutthatlater."

Siyanda:"whereareyou?"

Me:"Iwasgoingtosortsomethingout.Iamgoing

back"

Siyanda:"ok.Letmegothen"



Me:"sure"

HehungupandIarrivedatthehotelandIparked

thecarandIgotoffandmademywayin.Igotin

theelevatoranditwentupanditpingedandIgot

off.Itookouttheroomkeytoopenthedoorbutit

justopenedonitsown.

Me:"Ndalo"

Igotinquicklyandsearchedforherandshewas

nowhere.Ifit'sMsheksIamreallygoingtokillhim.

IrushedoutleavingtheroomamessandIran

downthestairs.Notimeforlifts,Ineedtofindher.

Iranoutofthebuildingandtriedherphonebut

voicemailandIgotinmycaranddrovetoSoweto

andcalledSiyanda.

Siyanda:"forgotsomething"



Me:"IthinkMshekstookNdalo"

Siyanda:"damn"

Me:"Idoubttheyareinhishouse.Gottobe

somewhere"

Siyanda:"uhmhisson'shouse?"

Me:"thatboyliveswithhisgrandmother"

Siyanda:"Whywouldheabucther?"

Me:"manyreasons.Sheshothim,Beathersonup

andkilledhisbabymama"

Siyanda:"what?"



Me:"whatimmacallyouback"

ThinkNhlanhlathink.IfanythinghappenstoherI

willgocrazy.

.

.

*NDALO*

TheshovelhittheboxandIstoppedandNkosana

tookitandlookedatmewhilepointingagun.

Me:"thatyouisnotforyou.Leaveittous"



Nkosana:"Iwillshootyourbrain"

Iwasquiet.

Nkosi:"layonit"

Me:"what?"

Nkosana:"momisinthere?"

Me:"yesMama'sboysheisinthere"

Heshotmywaybutmissed.

Nkosana:"Dadkillheralready."

Nkosi:"onelastroundforoldtimessake?"



Me:"fuckyouok?"

Nkosi:"justbecauseyouaremarriedagainit's

becauseofmestartingthatchainforyou"

Nkosana:"layonit"

Ilookedathim.

Nkosana:"Now!"

Heshotandmissedagain.Ilaidonthebox.Hetook

acoolerboxfullofficeandhesplasheditonme

withcoldwaterandIshivered.

Me:"Whatthe....."



Hedidagain.

Nkosi:"Move"

NkosanamovedandNkosienteredthegrave.Itwas

deep.Heputhisstickonme.

Nkosi:"NdaloNdaloyouknowhowIkilledPhilani?

"

Iwassilent.

Nkosi:"Istabbedhiseyesandrippedhisheartout"

Nkosana:"weshoulddothat"

Nkosi:"Goodidea"



HetookhisknifeoutandhecameclosetomeandI

kickedhisCrutchtothesideandhislegsanhe

slippedandhittheboxandlaterthere.

Nkosana:"Dad!"

HepointedatmeandshotmywaywithaimbutI

rolledofftheboxandIgotupandtookagunfrom

Nkosi'shandandIshothim,emptiedthebulletson

himandhedroppedonthefloor.

Me:"thefuck!"

Iwasshivering.IgotoutofthegraveandIhearda

carandiheardfootsteps.Igotoffrunningaswell.i

wishohadaphonebutnothing.Iheldontomyself

andsomeonetouchedmeandIgrabbedthe

person'shandandtwisteditbutwentunderand

endeduptwistingmyarm.



Me:"ah!"

HeletgoofmeandIturned.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Hehuggedme.

Nhlanhla:"youarewet,wherearethey?"

Me:"IshotNkosanaand..."

"Notme."

IlookedbehindmeandNkosihadblooddrippingon

hisfacehewasholdingagunandheshotthree



timesmydirectionbutNhlanhlaengulfedmeina

hugbeforeturningusaroundandtooktheshots

frombehind.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

HeletgoofmeaswefellandItookhisgunand

crockeditandshotNkosiintheheadandhewent

down.IwentonmykneesInfrontofNhlanhla.

Me:"Babewakeupplease"

Itriedtolifthimupbutit'smissionasIamatiny

woman.Irantothenearestcaranditwas

Nhlanhla'sandIgotinanddrovetowhereheisand

Igothiminthecarafterstrugglesandstruggles

andthendriveofftothehospital.Ihadnochoice.

Me:"canyouhearme?"



Hegroanedabit.

Me:"don'tdie."

.

.

.
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Himmakingsomesortofpainfulsoundsgaveme

assurancethatheisstillokabitbutIwasstill

drivingasfastasIcantothehospitalwhileIama

sobbingmess.Ididn'tstopatanytrafficklightand



goodthingit'saminthemorningjustaftermidnight

sotherewasn'tanysignsofacar.Ireachedthe

hospitalandIgotoutofthecarandrushedinside

togetsomehelpandtheycameoutwithastretcher

andgothimonitandIraninsideaswell.

Me:"whereismyhusband?"

Nurse:"mamwearegonnaneedyoutofillinsome

informationwhiletheDrsarebusy.

Me:"Iwanttoseehim.Isheok?"

Nurse:"youwillseehim."

Iwipedmytearsandwewenttofillinwhatwas

neededandIwastoldtositdown.Iwenttothecar

andsearchedforajacketbecauseIwassneezing

andIfoundoneandworeitandIheardavibrating



soundandIfollowedittillIfoundoutit'saphone.I

tookitinmyhandsandIanswered.

Me:"hello"

Siyanda:"Ndalo,Nhlanhlawaslookingforyou...."

Ibrokedown.

Siyanda:"whereisNhlanhlaIneedtotalktohim"

Me:"uNkosiuMdubulile.Usesbhedlelamanje

(Nkosishothim.Heisinthehospitalnow)

Siyanda:"whereisMsheks?"

Me:"Ikilledhim."



Siyanda:"where?"

Me:"bythegraveyard"

Siyanda:"didyouburyhim?"

Me:"No"

Siyanda:"Goandburyhisbody,wedon'twantthe

suntoriseandanyonetofindhimtherelayingdead.

"

Me:"whatabouthiscar?"

Siyanda:"Iwillbetherebythen.Iwillsortthat.Bury

evidence"



Me:"ok"

Isniffed.

Siyanda:"Nhlanhlaisstrong.Hewillbeok"

Me:"Iamworried"

Siyanda:"youwon'tloosehim"

Inodded.

Me:"okIhavetogo"

IhungupandgotinthecarandIdroveoff.

*OLONA



sittinghereanddoingnothinggetstome.It'slikeI

loosemymindwithoutbeinginaspacewhereIam

happy.Thehospital,runningaroundanddoingwhat

Itruelylove.ImetNtokozolastyearwhenIwas

transferredtothissidefromEasterncapeandI,the

knowitallmisstoldhimoffinhisdepartment.I

didn'tknowhewasmybossaswellbutwegotoff

onthewrongfoottillthoseargumentsturnedto

compliments.DoIseeafuturewithhim?YesIdo.

Iamacareerdrivenwomanbuthechangesallof

thatbutstillIlovemyproffessionofasmuch.My

phoneringsandIpausethemovieIamwatching

onmylaptop.IfeelunsettledandIcouldn'tsleepso

Iwatchedamovie.Iansweritwithasmile.

Me:"Baby"

Ntokozo:"youarestillawake?"



Me:"Ifeltrestlessandisleptduringtheday"

Ntokozo:"ok.Iwon'tbecoming"

Me:"why?"

Ntokozo:"ashotpatientwasbroughtin."

Me:"oh.Ok,Iamcomingbacktomorrow"

Ntokozo:"let'stakeaweekoffandgotoCapetown

"

Me:"Ntokozo"

Ntokozo:"justtounwindandrelax



Me:"that'showthisbabyendedupinme"

Hechuckled.

Ntokozo:"whatdoyousay?"

Me:"ok.Iamin"

Ntokozo:"sure,youcanlookforahotelandbooka

planeticketforus"

Me:"Iwill.Whenyouaredonewithworkcomehere.

Imissyou"

Ntokozo:"Imissyoutoobaby.LookIhavetorush,

mypagerjust..."

Me:"it'sfine"



Ntokozo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hehungup.Theregoesmycuddling.Ilayonthe

bedandcarryonwatchingthemovie.Istarted

lookingatmyhandsandIcouldseemyswollen

feetinthenextfewmonthsandbigbelly.Iam

scaredreallyIam.

*NDALO*

IgottothegraveyardandIranouttowhereIlast

leftNkosiandcheckedhimandhereallyisdead.I

pulledhimbyhislegstowherethegraveisand

Nkosanaislayingthereaswell.Igotinandpulled

NkosiinthegraveandIpulledNkosanainandIgot

outofthegraveandItookashovel.Waittheguns.

IransearchingforallthreegunsandIfinallyfound



themandIwipedthemfirstbeforeIthrewthem

insideandIthenIgotonmykneesandcried.I

neverthoughtonedayIwouldwanttoorkillNkosi.

Neverthoughthewouldwanttokillme.Iwipedmy

tearsandIpouredsandover.Itwasamissionto

dosobutIthinkaftersometimeIwasdone.Along

timethatwas.Itooktheshovelandwenttohiscar

andIputitinthebackbootandIclosedthedoor

andIrantoNhlanhla'scarandgotinbeforedriving

offthecemetery.Mythoughtswerenowon

Nhlanhla.Ihopehemakesit.Hehastomakeitfor

himselfandmeaswell.IfhediesIdon'tknowwhat

Iwilldo,Iwillfeellost.Iwipedmytearsswallowing

andcommencedthedrivingtillIreachedthe

hospital.IgotoutofthecarfastandIwentinside.

Me:"howishe?CanIseehim?"

Iaskthenurse.

Nurse:"theyarestillbusywithhimintheoperation



room.

Shewalkedoff.MoretearscamedownandItriedto

wipethem.Isatthereonthesamechairforan

houranditwasstartingtobeuncomfortable.Iwas

tiredaswellandfeelingmythroatisscratchyas

well.Iheldonthejacketandsmeltitandithashis

scent.Ibitmybottomlipjustthinkingofour

wedding.Hemadeitoverthewordperfectandvery

memorable.Icanseehimholdingmeandkissing

meandtellingmehelovesme.IwantNhlanhla,he

istheoneIalwaysneededinmylife.ThemanI

needed.Iwipedmytearsandfootstepsdisturbed

mythoughts.

"Ndalo"

IstoodupanditwasNtokozo

Ntokozo:"whatareyoudoinghereandit'scold"



Me:"IamhereforNhlanhla"

Ntokozo:"ohwhereishiswife?Ineedtotalktoher

"

Me:"I'mhiswife"

Ntokozo:"woahwhendidImissthis?

Me:"yesterday.WewilltalkaboutitlaterNtokozo

howishe?"

Ntokozo:"thepolicewilldo!einthemorningfor

somequestions.Heisok."

Ihuggedhim.



Me:"(teary)CanIseehim?"

Ntokozo:"gosleepNdalo"

Me:"Iwanttoseehim."

Henodded.

Ntokozo:"come"

WewalkedofftogethertowhereNhlanhlaisandwe

walkedin.Irushedtohissideandheislayingon

hisside.

Ntokozo:"hemightwakeupinafewhours"

Me:"thankyou"



Henoddedandwalkedout.Iwentonmyknees

infrontofhimandtouchedhisface.

Me:"youscaredme"

Isniffed.

Me:"Idon'twanttolooseyou"

IwatchedhimasleepandIsatonthefloorstaring

athim.Icouldn'tleavenorwalkout.Iendedup

payingonthefloor.

IwokeuponthemorningandIsneezedabitbefore

gettingup.Mybodywasabitstiff.Iwenttogoand

peeatthebathroomandIcamebackandthepolice

wereintheward.WhatamIgoingtosay?



Police:"ohweheardthewifebroughtinthisman.

Areyouhiswife?"

Me:"yes"

Theylookedatme.

Officer:"wewillneedyoutoanswersome

questions."

Me:"ok"

Officer:"whathappenedthatheendeduphere

Me:"wejustcameheretovisitmybrotherandmy

husbandwenttogetusfood"



Officer:"wasyourbrothertherewithyou?"

Me:"notyet.Hewashereatwork,heisaDr"

Henodded.

Me:"hegotusfoodand....

Officer:"It'ssaidyouandyourhusbandwereseen

atalawfirmearlier

Me:"yes.Myoldlawfirm

Officer:"whatwereyoudoingwiththeboss?"

Me:"heblacklistedmesoIwantedtogoaskwhy

andthereasonsfordoingsuch"



Officer:"whydidheblacklistyou?"

Me:"Idivorcedhisfather"

Officer:"whoishisfather?

Me:"isthisaboutmyhusbandorex-husband

Officer:"yourhusband"

Me:"thenwhyarewegoingthroughmypast

marriage?

Officer:"weneedallevidencetotrace"

Someonegroaned.



Me:"Nhlanhla"

Irushedtohimandhewasjustgroaning.Siyanda

entered.

Officer:"callmemam"

Hegavemeacard.

Me:"sure"

Hewalkedout"

Siyanda:"Ibroughtyouthingstochange"

Me:"thankyou"



ItookitandIwenttobathandchangedtobeclean.

Ikeptonsneezing.IwalkedoutandSiyandawas

talkingtosomeone.

Siyanda:"Ugrandntwana(youareok?)

"yahn...Ngigrand(yeahIamok)

IrushedovertothemandpushedSiyandaaway

andIhuggedNhlanhlaandhegroaned.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Siyanda:"ukuphapha(beingforward)

Me:"mxm.Iamsorry"



Nhlanhla:"Ah,it'sok

Helaidonhisside.

Me:"letmecallaDr"

Nhlanhla:"notnow.Siyandaput"

Siyanda:"wow.AndIdrovehourscominghere"

Nhlanhla:"leave"

Siyanda:"mxm"

HewalkedoutandItookachairandsatdown

wipingmytears.



Me:"Iamgladyouareok."

Nhlanhla:"Iamalways.

Me:"thankyouforprotectingme"

Nhlanhla:"ithasalwaysbeenmyduty.Iwould

takethosebulletsforyouanytime"

Me:"Iloveyou"

HesmiledandItookhishand"

Nhlanhla:"comekissme"

Igiggledandleanedforwardandwesharedakiss.

Webrokeitandhebithisbottomlip.



Nhlanhla:"youlookbeautiful

Me:"amanga.(Lies)"

Welaughed.

Me:"IkilledNkosi

Nhlanhla:"Iknow"

Me:"whatnow?

Nhlanhla:"let'snotthinkaboutthatnow.Ijust

wanttolookatyourface

Me:"that'sweird"



Nhlanhla:"it'snot"

Hetriedtositup.

Me:"don'thurtyourself"

Nhlanhla:"don'tworry

Me:"Ihaveto

Iamgladheisok.Iwasworriedalot.

Tobecontinued
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*OLONA*



Apersistentknockonmydoorwokemeupfrom

mynap.ThereisnothingIcandowhilesittingat

home.Idragmyfeetandopenthedoorandmy

heartskipsabeat.Heisfrustratedasheenters.I

closethedoorandturnmyfeet.Heplacesupand

downmylivingroom.

Me:"Dad.What'swrong?"

Dad:"It'saCase"

Me:"sitdown.Iwillmakesomecoffeeforyou"

HenoddedandIwenttothekitchenandmade

somecoffee.WhenhelookslikethatIknowit'sgot

tobesomethingbig.Ibringsomemuffinsfromthe

fridgeandwarmthemupbeforegoingtoservehim.



Dad:"stillloveChocolate?"

Me:"always"

Dad:"Iamnothappy"

Me:"about"

Dad:"notgettingthedotstogether.ThatswhyIam

herebecausetalkingtoyougetsmethinking"

Me:"whatisitabout?"

Dad:"MurdersaroundSowetothesepastfew

monthspeoplehavebeendying.Gangleaders,our

lawyers."

Me:"Wow"



Dad:"andthiswholethingstartedwhen

ThembinkosiMajolawasreleased"

Me:"ThembinkosiMajola?"

Dad:"Yes.Ithinkhehasahandinit.Wewenttohis

houseyesterdaybuthewasn'tthere.Wewenttoa

lawfirmthathissonownsanditwassaidwe

missedthemjustminutesago.ThePAsaida

formerownerwastherewithanotherman"

Me:"thisisconfusing."

Dad:"peoplearemissingandIneedtogettothe

bottomofit.Iknowit'shim."

Me:"okthink"



HesippedonhisCoffee.Hewassilent.Myfatheris

adetective.Mosttrustedandknowshisworkand

doesitverywell.

Dad:"Wait"

Hetookouthisnotepadandstartedwritting.

Me:"what?"

Hewassilentwhilejottingdownhisthings.

Dad:"Igotit."

Idecidedtobesilent.



Me:"what?"

Dad:"iamgoingbacktothelawfirmandthe

hospital"

Hospitalforwhat?

Me:"hospital?"

Dad:"youcan'tcountonGumedetodosomething

simple"

Hewalksoff.

Me:"Dad!"

Isigh.Whatisheupto?



.

.

.

*NDALO*

Nhlanhla:"relaxIamfine"

Me:"Iknow"

HesatupandIhelpedhim.Heheldmyhandand

kissedit.

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ikissedhislipsandheresponded.

"weareinahospital"

Webrokeitoff.

Siyandawalkedin.

Me:"weknow"

Siyanda:"didn'tseemlikeit.Howarethepills

working?"

Nhlanhla:"fine.WhenamIgettingoutofhere.?"



Me:"youneedtorecoverbaby"

Siyanda:"baby"

Ihitthebackofhishead.

Me:"youareforward"

Siyanda:"mxm"

Nhlanhla:"Ican'tstandhospitalsIneedtobe

discharged.Idon'tfeelanypain"

Me:"calmdownbecauseyouarestaying"

Ntokozowalkedintheward.



Ntokozo:"Ishouldbewithmygirlfriend"

Siyanda:"sorryfordoingyourwork"

Ntokozo:"IamstillmadIwasn'ttoldaboutthis

wedding"

Siyanda:"isheimportant?"

Me:"haibowena,that'smylonglostbrother"

Nhlanhla:"ohIthoughtyouwereThembinkosi's

friend"

Ntokozo:"whatifIwas?"



Me:"justcheckonhim"

Nhlanhla:"andtellmewhenIamgetting

discharged."

Ntokozo:"notanytimenow"

Me:"Thankyou"

Henodsandcheckonhimthenheleavesandwe

staywithNhlanhla.Iamnotleavingtillheisfullyok.

Thoughhekeepsonassuringmethatheis.

Siyanda:"Ineedsomefood.Iwillbeback"

Wenodandhewalksout.

Me:"IkissThabisile"



Nhlanhla:"ithasbeenaday"

Me:"Iamusedtohernaggingme"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Ican'tbelieveyouagreedtobemywife"

Me:"haahmelengibefastquickorbebzongidlela

(Ihadtobefastquickbeforetheysnatchyou)"

Nhlanhla:",theywouldhavenever"

Therewasaknockonthedooraswelaughedand

policeofficerswalkedin.



Officer:"HiIamDetectiveSoyzwaphi"

Us:"hi"

Officer:"weareherefortheMs.Weweredirected

toyouandyoumightgiveusanswers."

Me:"itsMrsandwhatanswers"

Officer:"aboutthedeathsescalatinginSoweto.

Mayyoucomewithusdowntothestation"

Nhlanhla:"whydoessheneedtoleave?"

Officer:"it'sproceeder"

Me:"Ican'tleavemyhusband"



Officer:youwillbebackandQuestionhim"

Theotherofficernodded.

Officer:"come"

IlookedatNhlanhlaandfollowedtheofficer.

.

.

*OLONA*

Ntokozo:"babe"



Me:"Iwaited"

Ntokozo:"givemeanhourgoodandIwillbethere"

Me:"okthen.Don'tturnonme"

Ntokozo:"Iwon't"

Me:"ok"

HehungupandIstartedwithcooking.Iamnot

evenshowingbuthestressestoomuch.Ishould

calldadlateronandaskifhegotwhatheneeded.

.

.



*NDALO*

Iwasplacedonachairassoonaswearrived.He

satinfrontofmeandplacedtherecorderonthe

tableandheclickedhispen.

Him:"BuhlebendaloMajolaright?"

Me:"Rhadebe"

Him:"interesting.Aren'tyoumarriedto

ThembinkosiMajola?"

Me:"wasmarried"

Henodded.



Him:"tellme,weren'tyoutheonewhofoughtfor

hisfreedom?"

Me:"Ididprecisely"

Inodded.

Him:"why?"

Me:"Irevistedthecaseanditdidn'tmakesense.

Alotofloopholesandmysonneededhisfather"

Him:"whereisthisson?"

Me:"hewasshotinAlexandra"

Him:"why?"



Me:"ididn'tpullthetriggersoIdon'tknow"

Him:"itwasgangrelatedisn'tit?"

Me:"thisisSouthAfrica.Peoplediealotthrough

otherpeople'scrimesandcasesgocold"

Him:"notmycases.Igettothebottomofthem.

That'swhyIamrecommendthebest"

Inodded.Ikeptmycool.IwasnervousbutI

remainedcalm.

Him:"Let'sstarthere.Themanatthehospitalwhy

ishethere.Iheardhewasbroughtinbyyou"

Me:"yeshewas"



Him:"whathappened?Whoshothim?"

Me:"asihavesaid.SouthAfricaisaplacewhere

peoplegetshotinTownships"

Him:"andwegettothebottomofthat,whatIam

askingisthatwhyisheinthehospital?"

Me:"hewasshot"

Him:"bywho?"

Me:"ThembinkosiMajolabecausewebrokeupand

Imarried"

Him:"whereisThembinkosi?"



Me:idon'tknow."

HelookedatmeandIlookedabckathim.

Him:"Iamkeepingyouhereforanhour."

Me:"youcan'tdothat"

Hetookhisrecorderandwalkedoutlocking.Istood

upandpacedupanddown.

Me:"shit!"

Isatbackdownandjustbreathedinandout.Calm

downNdalo.Nhlanhlamighttelladifferentstoryso

Ishouldshutup.

.



.

.
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Isatthereforanhourandtheofficercamebackin

andhelookedatme.

Officer:"yourhusband'sstorychecks."

Ifindmyselfrelaxing.

Officer:"butthatdoesn'tmeanIwon'tkeep

watchingyou"



Me:"ok"

Helookedatme.

Officer:"Iknowyouknowsomething"

Me:"yetIdon'tknowanything"

Helooksatme.

Officer:"wearereleasingyou"

Istoodupwithhimandwebothwalkedoutofthe

interrogatingroomandIseeSiyanda.Iwenttohim.

Siyanda:"areyouok?"



Me:"yeah"

Siyanda:"OkLetsgo"

Theofficerlookedatusandwestartedwalkingout.

Me:"whathappenedatthehospital?"

Siyanda:"Nothingmuch"

Inoddedaswegotinthecarandhestarteditand

droveoff.Therewassilenceinthecar.Iclosedmy

eyesforawhile,alothappenedinashortspaceof

timeandit'stiringanddrainingaswell.Iopenedmy

eyesandweweren'tgoingtothehospitalbutona

freeway.



Me:"Siyanda"

Ilookedathim.

Siyanda:"it'shisorders"

Me:"Iamtiredtoarguethisout"

Siyanda:"youwerenotmenttoargueitinthefirst

place"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Me:"Idon'thaveasay"

Siyanda:"it'sforyourowngood."



Ilookedathimandthenclosedmyeyesoncemore.

Idozedoffwhilethecarmovedandwenttosleep.

___

Isawmygrandmothersmilingatmewhilesitting

underapeachtreeandIsmiledtryingtogotoher

butitseemedlikeIamnotmovingorreachingher.

Me:"gogo"

Ishoutedout!

Gogo:"That'syourplaceBuhledon'tleaveit"

Me:"Iwanttocomeclose"

Sheshookherheadandtookapeachfromthe



basketandstartedeatingthefruit.

___

Siyandawokemeupaswehavearrivedindurban

andIgotoffthecarandmademywayinsidethe

houseandturnedonthelights.Iwenttothekitchen

andmadeasandwichthatIateandwashedmy

platebeforegoingupthestairstotakeawarm

shower.AfterIwasdone.Ithrewmyselfinbedand

gottorestmyheadonthepillowsandofftosleepI

wasin.

Amonthpassedandthingswereokandpeacefulif

Imayadd.Ihaven'tbeenfeelingok,notphysically

butemotionallyandit'saffectingmymentalstate

aswell.Ialwaysfeeltheneedtojuststayinthe

blanketsandjustcryfornoreasonatallandithas

beenWorryingNhlanhlasomuch.IDon'twanthim

toworryatallbutitjusthappens.Iamlayinginbed

afterbathingandmakingitandIpulltheblankets



overmyheadandclosemyeyestryingtofind

unknownpeace.IsighandthenIdozeoffafter

sometime.

Iamwokenupbysomeoneremovingtheblanket

overmyheadandit'sdark.Onlythebathroomlight

isonandIlookatthispersonandconcernisonhis

face.Isitupandhepullsmetohislap.

Nhlanhla:"Iamworried."

Me:"Iamfine.Ishouldgetworkandgetmyself

busy"

Nhlanhla:"youarenotgonnaworkwhenyouare

likethis"

Me:"BabyIamok,justnotusedtosittingaround

anymore"



Nhlanhla:"let'sgoout"

Me:"when?"

Nhlanhla:"Ihaveameetingtonightregardingthe

shippingservice"

Me:"Wecango.Iwanttohearwhatreallygoeson"

Hekissesmylips.

Nhlanhla:"ok.Let'sgoandshower"

Inoddedandwegotoffthebedandwenttothe

bathroomandIstrippedwhileheopenedthewater

andwegotin.Heheldmywaistandtookmy

showergelandstartedapplyingitandhescrubbed



mybody.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"mmh"

Me:"Iamscared"

Nhlanhla:"towhat?"

Me:"tohavekids"

Nhlanhla:"thereisnopressure.Westillhavetime."

Me:"youwantthem?"

Nhlanhla:"evenifwedon'thavekidsit'sfineNdalo



becauseofyourpast"

Iwassilent.

Nhlanhla:"whatareyouthinkingoff?"

Me:"areourlivesindanger?"

Nhlanhla:"it'sdangerousbutIdon'twanttoexpose

youtoomuchonit."

Heplayswithmyboobs,

Nhlanhla:"it'sforyourowngood"

Inodded.



Me:"ok"

Hegetsdoneinbathingmeandnowit'smyturnto

bathehim.

Nhlanhla:"haveyouthoughtoftakingtherapy?"

Me:"no"

Nhlanhla:"youshould"

Me:"Iamnotmentallyill""

Nhlanhla:"butyouhavedepression"

Iwassilent.



Nhlanhla:"thinkaboutit"

Me:"Iwill".

Nhlanhla:"isitsafeto...."

Ilaughedandranmyhandsonhischest.

Me:"it'ssafe"

Igiggled.HeturnsandpicksmeupandIwrapmy

legsaroundhiswaistandhisneck.helooksatme.

Me:"what?"

Nhlanhla:"nothing"



Ilookedathimandwekissedandhepinnedmeon

thewalltrailingthekissesallovermyneck.My

breathinghitchedandIgaspedashecirculatedon

myclitoris.Hislipstrailedbacktomineaswe

sharedakissoncemore.Ilovemyhusbandand

ourweirdtalkintheshowereveryday.

.

.

.
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AftertheshowerwegotitdryingourselvesandI

hadtohairdryermyhair.Isatinfrontofthemirror

asNhlanhlalotionedandhetookoutasuittoget



dressedinilookedathim.

Me:"YouandThembinkosibothwenttothe

meetings?"

Nhlanhla:"onlyme"

Inodded.IfinisheddryingmyhairandIapplied

somelotiononmybodyandandworemy

underwear.IchoseadressandsomeheelsandI

gotdressedandfixedmyhair.

Me:"doIhavetoputmakeup?"

Nhlanhla:"ifyoufeeltheneedbutIthinkyouare

fine"

Me:"ok"



Istoodupandwenttotheclosetandcameback

withmykitandhelookedatmewithaweirdlook.

Nhlanhla:"what'sthat?"

Me:"aweave.Orderedallthewayfromoverseasby

metaughtbyyoursister"

Heshookhishead.Isatdownandtookitoutand

startedfixingitup.Istraighteneditmorewitha

straighteningironandthenoutacaponmyhead

beforeIstartedputtingtheweaveonmyhairand

gluingitatthesametime.It'salongprocessbutI

wasdoneaftersometimeandIlookedatmyself.It

wasabobanditlookednice.

Nhlanhla:"grey?"



Me:"it'snicebaby.Iamevenwearingablackdress

soit'snice."

Heshookhishead.ItookthemakeupkitIgotfrom

myweddingandstarteddoingmakeup.

Nhlanhla:"youhavesattherefortwohoursdoing

hairandface"

Me:"youareexaggerating"

Nhlanhla:"Iamnot"

Me:"youare"

IgotdonewithmakeupandItookthenecessary

thingsandouttheminasmallbag.Heshookhis

headandkissedmycheek.



Nhlanhla:"youlookbeautiful"

Me'"thankyou.Let'sgo"

Hetookhisphoneandcarkeysandwewalkedout

ofthehouse.Wegotinthecaranddroveoff.

Me:"Iforgotmygun"

Nhlanhla:"ngikuphathelesomething(Igotyou

something)"

Hereachedhisarmatthebackandhecameback

withaboxwrappedup.

Me:"ehmwhatisthis?"



Nhlanhla:"earlybirthdaypresent"

Ismiledandtookthecardontop.

Me:"tomyheart.Thankyouforlovingme.Wishing

youahappybirthdayinadvance"

Iopenedit.

Me:"thatmessagewassosweetandshort"

Hesmiled.Iremovedthispaperthingcoveringit

andIlookedatit.

Me:"youareaveryweirdhusband"

Nhlanhla:"Iamdifferent."



Itookoutthegunandknifeandithadmyinitialson

it.

Me:"Iloveit"

Itookoutsomethingelse.

Nhlanhla:"it'sforyourthigh.Insteadofhavingthe

guninyourbagyouhaveitstrappedonyourthigh"

Me:"Ifeellikethisisamovie"

Hechuckled.

Me:"thankyoubabeIreallyloveit"



Henodded.Wegottowherewearesupposedtobe

andhetookmyleganthestrapthingandhekissed

mythighbeforeheputitonmeandcheckedfor

bulletsinmynewgunandhethenmadesure

everythingwasok.

Nhlanhla:"shouldIcrockifbecauseattimesthings

getmessyfast."

Me:"yesplease"

Hecrockedit.Theputitonmythighstrap.

Nhlanhla:"asilencer"

Me:"Iknow"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tthinkyouneedit"



Inoddedandheputitawayandhecheckedhisgun

aswellandwewereset.Hecaressedmethighand

perkedmylips.Iwipedhislips.

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyou"

Me":"Iloveyoumore.Somuchmore"

HekissedmylipsandIreturneditholdinghimand

webrokeitoffIgiggledv

Me:"nowyourlipsarenice"

Nhlanhla:"let'sgoagain"

Me:"ohmyGod"



Hechucklesandwekissagainthenbrokeitoff.

Me:"it'soknow"

Nhlanhla:"it'sneveroktokissmywife"

Me:"wearegonnabelate"

Wefixedourselvesandiwipedthelipstickoffhis

lipswithawipedandIreappliediton!oneandwe

gotoutofthecarandheldhandsaswemadeour

wayintherestaurant.Thosemenlookeddangerous

andtheirAuraisdark.Kasigangsterhavenothing

onthematall.

Nhlanhla:"gentlemen"

Theystoodupandgreetedeachother.Iwasn'tthe



onlywomanhere.Somehadtheirwomenand

somewerealone.Wesatdownandawaitercame

togetourdrinkorders.Ineedsomewinetorelax

me.IjustwonderifNhlanhlaisasrichasthemor

....?Idon'tknow.TheystarttalkinginalanguageI

don'tunderstand.SoIamaprettyfaceforthenight.

Ok,wegotfoodandatewhiletheycarriedoninthe

languagetheyarespeaking.Mightbethose

SpanishpeoplecausetheylookSpanishlike?I

don'tknowatthispoint.Ihearonsay.

Man:"$1millionfromsouthernAfricatoSpain"

OhtheyareSpanish.

Nhlanhla:"(chuckle)That'ssmallandnotwhatwe

agreedonpreviously.Iamrunningabusinesshere.

"

Theseriousfacehemade.Iwasevenscaredand



hadneverencounteredthatside.Oneofthemen

lookedatmeandIshowedoffmyseriousface.

Theylookateachotherandthenspeak.

Man:"$5millionAmericandollars"

Nhlanhlajustlookedatthem.Yougobaby.

Intimidatethem.Theylookateachotherandhe

leansforward.

Nhlanhla:"Ithinkweshouldleave"

Hepushedhischairbackandcametoassistme.

Man2:"wait."

Nhlanhlastopped



Man2:"wewillgiveyou$30million"

Nhlanhla:"greatdoingbusinesswithyou"

Theylookedateachotherandthenonesnapped

theirfingersandput6briefcases.

Nhlanhla:"openallofthem"

Theysnappedtherefingersandsomeguyscame

andopenedandthestartedchecking.

Nhlanhla:"thisstackdoesn'tequivalentto

$3million."

Howcanheseethat?



Man:"it'sallthere"

Nhlanhla:"Iamnotstupidanddefinitelywon'tbe

takenforaride!"

Heroaredandstoodup.

Nhlanhla:"youhaven'tbeenwellinformedabout

me"

Man:"wearenottobescaredbyablackmanalone

"

Nhlanhlapulledouthisgunandshotoneofthem

andtheladiesjumpedthementookouttheirsand

theladiesranoff.Ipulledoutminetooandpointed

atthem.



Nhlanhla:"who'snext?"

.

.

.
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Thewayhisarmswerewrappedaroundmekept

mesafeandmademefeelsafeatthesametime.

HekissedmyforeheadandIopenedmyeyesand

methisclosedeyes.Lastnightwasamessanda

learningexperience.Igottoseeasideofmy

husbandthatIhaveneversawbeforeanditwas

different.



Me:"Bruiseyouaresqueezingme"

Hechuckledandopenedhiseyes.

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sok."

Nhlanhla:"Imadeitmessylastnight"

Me:"yousuredid"

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry"

Me:"whatareyougonnadoaboutthemoney?"



Nhlanhla:"Iwillputitinthevault"

Me:"vault?"

Nhlanhla:"yeahcome"

Hepickedmeupandcarriedmetothebathroom.

Webathedtogetherandgotout.Itwasabitchilli

butyouknowDurbanweather.Idressedinleggings

andasweaterwithsneakersandjacketandhegot

dressedaswell.

Me:"sowhereisthevault?"

Nhlanhla:"youaretheonlyonewhowillknowit

andItrustyou"

Me:"thankyou"



Wekissed.Wewentdownthestairsandtookthe

moneybeforegoinginsidethecar.Hestartedthe

caranddroveoff.HestartedatMcDonald'sand

boughtbreakfastformeandicecreamforhimself

andgotadrinksomehowanddroveoff.Iwas

eatingandIplayedsomemusic.

Me:"(eatingandsinging)We'vegotthegangster

love,nothingcancomebetweenus.Mmmmhmmh

uphethemmh"

Nhlanhla:"youwillchoke"

Me:"mmh"

Iswallowed.Hechangedit

Me:"hawu"



Helookedatme.Iturnedthevolumeup.

Me:"yeahyeah"

Nhlanhla:"youareabouttostart"

Me:"yep"

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"ManandothereasonIdidit,yeah

I'mputtingonformycity,yeah

Myniggadiedhewas28



Iheardthemshotsgoupintheair

Nowtheyknowmeeverywhere

ManandothereasonIdidityeah.

Yeah,yes.Yeah,yeahyeah"

Ibobbledmyheadandwelaughed.

Me:"Iamaspecialcase"

Nhlanhla:"surely"

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Nhlanhla:"PortShepstone"



Inoddedandcarriedoneating.Iwasveryfullwhen

IwasdonethatItookashortnap.Iwaswokenup

byhimthenhesaidwehavearrived.Itwasahouse

andithastreesaroundit,morelikeajungle.Wegot

outofthecarandwetookthebriefcasesandwe

gottothedoorandhescannedhiseyeandoutina

passwordbeforeitopened.Wewalkedinandthe

doorshutimmediately.Itlookedlikeanormal

houseondisplay.HewalkedinfurtherandI

followeddownthepassageandhestoppedbythe

wall.

Nhlanhla:"vault"

Thewallwasremoved.Likeitwasahologramor

something.Ilookedathimandthetookhishand

andplaceditonthespaceprovidedandthenhe

hadasoundpasswordwhichIcouldn'tmemorise

thenhiseyetohimenteringthecode.



Me:"that'sslot"

Nhlanhla:"Iknow"

Itopenedanditwasaveryhugeroom.Moneywas

everywherelikeeverywhere.

Me:"howmucharewecarrying?"

Heplacethebriefcasesandtookabag,money

bagandputitinthere.Therewereotherblackbags.

Me:"isitformoneyonly?"

Nhlanhla:"yesthishouseisformoney"

Me:"howrichareyou?Waithowareyouthisrich

?"



Nhlanhla:"manyways.Moneyisnotaproblem

becauseIworkforit"

Idon'tthinkNkosiwasthisrichbuthehadmoney.

Me:"youareverysecretive"

Nhlanhla:"youdidn'task"

Me:"mxm,soifIsaidIwanttogotoDubailikeslay

Queensyouwouldtakeme?"

Nhlanhla:"yeah.IamnotstingyNdalo.Iama

naturalsaver.IputmoneyawaywheneverIgetit"

Me:"ok"



Ihelpedhimputthemoneyaway.

Me:"howmuchisthis?"

Nhlanhla:"estimatedtocloseto500"

Me:"500what?"

Nhlanhla:"millionrand's"

Me:"wow,canIbeahousewife?"

Nhlanhla:"sure"

IamtestinghimandIlookathimandhegivesme

twobags.



Nhlanhla:"youtwomonthallowance"

Me:"Iwasjoking"

Nhlanhla:"justtakeit"

Me:"anddowhat?"

Nhlanhla:"blowitifyouwantto"

Me:"nextweekwearegoingtoSandton"

Hechuckled

Nhlanhla:"ok"

Wefinishedupandwegotup



Me:"Ifeellikemynetsworthissosmall"

Nhlanhla:"come"

Wegotoutofthevault.Wewenttothekitchenand

hetouchedthecounteranditseperatedandthenhe

tookmyhandandplaceditanditscannedmyhand.

Heputinapasswordanditclosed.

Me:"whatisthatfor?"

Nhlanhla:"sothewhateveryoutouchinhere

withoutmeyouwon'tbeclosedintheroomor

choppedthehandoff"

Me:"youlet'sleave"



Heheldmywaistandkissedme.

Nhlanhla:"thisisforus.Foryou"

Me:"noit'sforyou"

HekissedmeandIrespondedandhesqueezedmy

buttandImoaned.Hepickedmeupandwenttothe

loungeandputmeonthecouch.Hegotonmeand

kissedmepassionatelyfilledwithemotions.

.

.

Nhlanhla:"mmh"

Hekissedmyneck.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhim



anddiginhisbackashethrustedslowlyanddeeply

inme.Ikeptonmoaningandhekissedmylips.We

brokeitoffandhewentdeeper.

Me:"'IloveyousomuchNhlanhla"

Ibitmybottomlipandhepinnedmyhandsabove

meandweeyelocked.

Nhlanhla:"IloveyouNdalo.Idon'tseemylife

withoutyouinit."

HegroanedandImoaned.

Nhlanhla:"fuckIliveforyou"

HequickenedhispaceandIfeltmykneesshaking.

Heletsgoofmyhandsandholdsmywaistandmy



handsgotohischestandImoan.

Me:"Ahbaby"

Icumandheslowsdownbutkeepshisnicestrokes

going.Ilookathim,Ilovehimmorethananyone

andanything.Heiseverythingandmoreprovided.

HepullsoutandsitsonthecouchandIgetonhim.

Andslideinslowly.mycumwasalloverhisshaft.

HeholdsmywaistasIgoupanddownandmoveit.

Ileaninandkisshimpassionatelyandhereturnsit

.

.

.
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Hewaslayingonthecouchandiwaslayingontop

ofhim.Iwaslisteningtohisheartbeat.

Me:"whoinstalledthesecuritythingsforyou?"

Nhlanhla:"somefriendfromthepast"

Me:"ohwhereishe?"

Nhlanhla:"hedied"

Me:"oh"



Nhlanhla:"anythingyouwanttoask?"

Me:"notyet"

Henodded.

Me:"let'sgohome.Iwanttobeinbed"

Nhlanhla:"IwillaskThabisileforagoodtherapist"

Me:"Iamfine"

Nhlanhla:"evenifyouarefine.Youwillgoorno

wifeallowanceforyou"

Me:"it'sfine"



HelooksatmeandIlaughandgetoffhim

Me:"Moneyisnoteverything"

Nhlanhla:youaregoingstillgoing"

Me:"okIwill"

Hekissedme.

Nhlanhla:"that'swhatIwanttohear"

WegotdressedandgotdoneandIbrushedmy

weavewithmyhandsandhetookourstuffandwe

walkedout.Thehouselockeditselfandwegotin

thecarandhedroveoff.

Me:"canweswimwhenwegethome?"



HelaughstilltearsrolldownandIhithisshoulder.

Me:"Iwanttoswimhawu"

Nhlanhla:"uamnotsayingyoucan't,Ijust

imaginedyouandtheruralwayofswimming"

Me:"mxm"

Helaughed.

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry"

Me:"youareteasingme."

Nhlanhla:"okbabyIamsorry.Youwanttoswim



aloneright?"

Me:"No.WhatifIdrown?"

Nhlanhla:"ifyoucanswimyouwon't"

Ilookedathimandhekeptquiet.Ilaidmyseat

downandIlistenedtomusicandwhileclosingmy

eyes.

Nhlanhla:"youturnedmeonyesterday"

Me:"inwhat?"

Nhlanhla:"thewayyoupulledoutthatgunnextto

me"

Me:"Iamnotachicken.Idon'trunawayandIwill



alwayshaveyourback"

Nhlanhla:"Ilovedit"

Me:"you...youarejustfulloffsurprises,that'sallI

willsay"

Hekeptquiet.IfinallygottosleepandIdozedoff.

Nhlanhlaisagooddriver.Evenifhedrivesfastyou

enjoytherideaswell.IwonderifIcanstilldriveor

not?

..

Hewokemeupwhenwegothomeandhecarried

meinside.

Nhlanhla:"stillwanttoswim?"



Inoddedrubbingmyeyes.Hewalkedupthestairs

andputmeonthebee.Iwenttoshowertogether

andworeabikiniandtookatowelandwalked

outside.HeworeshortsandtookalaptopandIjust

ignoredhim.

Nhlanhla:"iwillorder"

Me:"ok"

Helookedatme.

Me:"what?"

Nhlanhla:"Iamwaitingforyoutojumpin."

Iwenttothestepsandgotinandhechuckledand



wentbacktohislaptopandIgotin.Thispoolis

deep.

Me:"Iamgonnadrown"

Helookedatmeandwentbacktohislaptop.Iam

scaredofswimming.Thewaywewantbackhome

yearsagoyoujustdon'twannaknow.

Nhlanhla:"letmetakeapicture"

Ismiledandhesnappedaphoto.

Nhlanhla:"nowswim"

Me:"Iam"

Nhlanhla:"youaremoving"



Me:"Ican'tswim"

Iwalkedtothestepsandgotoutandtookatowel.I

wenttohim.

Me:"whatareyoubusywith?"

Nhlanhla:"business"

Inoddedandheputhislaptopaway.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgoswim"

Me:"come"

Hepickedmeupandwewentinside.Iheldonto



himashewentdeeperinsidethepool.

Me:"Idon'twanttodrown"

Nhlanhla:"Youwouldn't"

Wekissed.

Nhlanhla:"holdyourbreathandtrustme"

InoddedandIheldmybreathandhewentunder

andweheldourbreathsforsometime.Heswam

backtothestepsholdingmyhandandwegotout

andhethrewatowelatme.

Nhlanhla:"runinside"

Ididn'taskanythingIjustraninsideandafew



secondslaterhewasinsideaswellandclosedthe

slidingdoor.

Me:",what'sgoingon?"

Nhlanhla:"theSpanishpeople"

Me:"what?"

Nhlanhla:"Shit!"

Heattackedmeandwerolledonthefloorasthe

slidingdoorglassshatteredandwecrawledonthe

floorgoingtothekitchen.Wereacheditandhe

openedthedrawandtookouttwogunsand

pressedsomethingandhestoodup.

Nhlanhla:"stayhere"



Herushedoutandstealdoorsclosedallentrances

andexitsofthewholekitchen.Thisisdeep.Very

deepIcouldheargunshow.Iamworried.Very

muchworried,Ihopeheisok.Iwanttobeoutthere

andhelpaswell.Howdothesepeopleknowwhere

welive?DoesSiyandadothisaswellornot?I

needalotofanswersaboutthislife.

.

.

.

Ipacedupanddowninthekitchen.Eventhefridge

andcupboardswerelockedsothat'sabummer.It

wassilentafterhoursandit'sverydarkinhere.I

openthedrawthatheopenedearlieronand

pressedonsometabletanditstatedthatIamina



lothenlockdown.Ipressedforittoberemovedor

revokedanditneededapasswordoreye.IprayedI

getthepasswordright.

Me:"Ok."

Ipressedforpasswordandithadahint"heartbeat

"that'sgonnabehard.

Me:"itcan'tbehisname"

Itypedminebackwardscalculatingwhichletter

comesnextandthelightscameonandthesteal

dooropenedandItookagunandrushedout.I

couldhearamanspeakingandsomeonegroaning.

"nosllevasteadarunpaseo"



IwalkedtotheloungeandIstoppedandturned

backwhenIsawtwomenwithNhlanhla.

Man:"whereisourmoney?"

Nhlanhla:"esmidinero!(It'smymoney)"

Whatishesaying.?IaimatoneguyandIcrocked

thegunandshothisheadandtheotheroneturned

tomeandIduckedbehindthewallwhenheshot

mywayandIappearedontheothersideandislida

guntoNhlanhla.Theguysteppedonmyleg

Me:"Ah!"

Man:"saludaalamuerteputa(sayhitodeathyou

whore)"



Hewasabouttopullthetriggerbuthewasshot

first.HedroppedandImovedbackwithmybutt

andNhlanhlacametome.Hewasbruised.

Me:"areyouok?"

Nhlanhla:"yeahIamok.Iloveyouok?"

Inodded.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.Youlookpurple"

Nhlanhla:"Iwillbeok.Don'tworry"

Igotupandandshookmyleg.Hereallysteppedon

it.Wewalkedaround.

Me:"thebodies.Whatarewegonnadowiththem?



"

Nhlanhla:"Iwillsortitout"

Me:"howdidyoufightthemalone?"

Nhlanhla:"myfatherdidn'ttakemetoRussiafor

nothing"

Me:"yourfatherisamafiaman?"

Nhlanhla:"Let'ssortthebodies"

Hesatmeonthebedwhenwegottoourbedroom

andmadeacall.Nhlanhlaisverysecretive.Thereis

morethanheislettingonandIdon'tlikesurprises.

Atall.Hecameback.



Nhlanhla:"itwillbesorted"

Ikeptquiet.

Nhlanhla:"what'swrong?"

Me:"IfeellikeIdon'tknowyouorthemanImarried

andhadknownforyears.Somethingnewcomesup

"

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"AmIlying?"

Nhlanhla:"Iamstillthatmanyoufellfor,theman

youmarried.Yourhusband"

Me:"ok"



Igotoffthebedandwalkedtothebedroom.He

followedme.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"Iwanttoremovemywomb"

Iopenedtheshower.IknowItiedthemIncasein

futureIwanttohavekidsbutremovingmywomb

seemsbest.

Me:"thislifeistoodangerousthanIthought"

HekeptquietandIstrippedandgotinandclosed

thedoor.Icouldseehimthroughtheshowerdoor.

Nhlanhla:"ok"



Hewalkedoffafterthat.Iturnedbackandtookmy

showergelandapplieditonmybodyandscrubbed

myself

.

.

.
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*NHLANHLA*

Iwasdownstairsinmyroom.Peopleuseitasa

studybutIuseditforallkindsoffthings.Ipause



theVideoandrewinditandhespeaksonceagain

instructingmewhatIshoulddo.

Him:"NowNhlayouarehandlingaverySensitive

situationhere.Youneedtoputthetrackerinthe

yellowfluidbecauseifIusescientifictermsyouare

goingtogetlost."

Ichuckledandtookthetrackerandoutitinthe

liquidusingtwizzersanditflashesred.

Him:"nowifitflashesGreensomethingwent

wrong.Ifitflashesredthenit'sgood"

InoddedandtookthesyringeandopeneditandI

suckedtheliquidoutofthetube.

Him:"youneedtofindapulseandinjectitthere"



Itooktheremoteandswitchedoffthetvand

packedawayeverythingandwalkedoutandwent

upstairs.It'salreadycleanafterjusthours.Thepain

killersItookareworking,wonders.Iwonderhow

womensurviveperiodpainsiftheytakesuch

strongpillsaswell.Igotinourbedroomandshe

wasasleepspeakingtoherselfandItookoffmy

shoesandgotoverherandtouchedherneckandI

foundherpulseandIheldhernecksoftlyandI

injectedherandsheflinchedandIpulleditoutand

gotoffherandworemyshoesandwenttothrow

awaythesyringe.Icheckedeverythinganditwasin

orderandIwentbacktothebedroom.Ilookedat

herandshekeptonturningonthebed.Iwishto

haveafamilylikeanyothermanbutkilledthatwish

alongtimeago.Itwon'thappenandneverwill

happen.Itouchedherstomachandexposedher

scarsonherstomachandtheimageofIbanathi

flashesandIgetinbedandpullhertomeandshe

startstorelaxinmyarms.Iclosemyeyes.

.



.

*NDALO*

IwokeupinthemorningandIwenttothekitchen

withoutwakingupNhlanhlaandwenttofreshenup

andsoadress..Ihadaverydisturbingdreamlast

nightandIcouldn'tsleepproperlyandIwantto

makesomebreakfastaswell.ImakeafullEnglish

breakfast,Farmhousebreakfastjusttogetmy

minddistracted.Todaythedayisverygoodand

bright.Myneckfeelsswollenandithurts.Iwilltake

somepainkillers.MaybeIsleptuncomfortably

yesterday.Everythingseemstobeinorderherein

thehouse.Igoandsetupoutsidebythepoolandit

looksbeautiful.IwalkbackinsideandImeethim

bythestairs.

Me:"goodmorning"



Nhlanhla:"Morning"

Hekissedmylips.

Me:"Imadebreakfast.It'soutside"

Nhlanhla:"Thankyou"

Hewasabouttowalkoff.

Me:"canwetalk?"

Nhlanhla:"somethingwrongwithyourneck?"

Me:"IthinkIsleptbadly.Idon'tknow"



Heholdsmyneckandchecksit.

Nhlanhla:"ifitdoesn'tgetbettertellme"

Me:"ok"

Heletgoofit.

Me:"Iamsorryaboutyesterday.Iwasvery

irrationalandinsensitiveandstupidlittlebrat.I

keeponpushingyouintoacornerandthereisso

muchapersoncantakefromsomeone.Iamsorry

andshouldhaveconsideredyourfeelingsandmeet

youhalfwayallthetime.Iknowmysorrywon't

undowhatIsaidanddonebutIam"

Nhlanhla:"it'sok"



Me:"it'snot.Ishouldrespectyoualways"

Nhlanhla:"Youarerightkidswon'tbeforusandI

neversaidIwantedkidssoIwillsetupadrs

appointment.Thisismoredangerousforachild

alreadyIhaveriskedyouinit"

Me:"Don'tsetupanappointment.Onedaywewill

regretitsolet'sjustleavemytubestied."

Nhlanhla:"Anythingthatyouwanttodo"

Me:"ok.Iamsorrystill,Imadeanapology

breakfast"

Itookhishandandwewalkedoutsideandhe

chuckled.



Nhlanhla:"thankyou"

Hekissedmycheek.

Me:"come"

IdishedupforhimandIgavehimthefoodandsat

oppositehimandfoldedmylegs.

Nhlanhla:."Ineedtobesomewheretoday,wantto

come?"

Me:"Russiansinvolved?"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"nationalclient"



Me:"ok"

Nhlanhla:"wearegoingtoaclubsoyoucanrelax"

Me:"whosaidclubsmakemerelax?"

Nhlanhla:"youarewillbeusedtothat"

Me:"nowIamusedtothis"

Hesmiled.

Nhlanhla:"ThabisiletextedthePsychologists

recommendyouwillchooseoneyouthinkyouwill

becomfortablewith."



Me:"Iamnotcomfortabletalkingtoastrangerand

Iamok"

Nhlanhla:"peoplediefromdepressionNdalo"

Me:"Iwilljustwork.Iammovingon"

Hejustnodded.

Nhlanhla:"yourcall"

Inodded.Wecarriedonhavingbreakfast.

.

.



.

Idon'tthinkIneedtoworkbecauseGoingwith

Nhlanhlaisnowbecomingaproffession,Iwas

simple.Ijustworeleathershortsandatopanda

girl'sbestfriend.TheweaveIhadtorejuvenateit

againbecausewowitlookslikeacatdied.Ihair

drieditandironeditalloversprayingeverything.

ThisissomuchworkandIwon'tbewearingone

anytimesoon.Igetdoneanditlooksamazingagain.

Idolightmakeup.ImeanYouaremarriedtothis

manyouhavetorepresenthimsowell.Hewas

lookingatmeuntilIwasdone.

Me:"Iamdone"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedoutofthebedroom

tothecarandgotin.Hedroveoffandbythelooks

wearegoingwhereIhadanticipated.Irelaxonthe

carseats.



Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh"

Ilookedathimandhelookedatme.Ijustsmiled.

Me:"youjustwantedtosaymyname"

HeNodded.Webecamesilentagainuntilwearrived

atourdestinationandheparkedthecarandwegot

outandhetookablackbagfromthebootandtook

myhandandwemadeourwayinside.Itwasn't

busysinceit'sdaytime.Wekeptonwalkingtillwe

gottoanicersectionandIthinkit'stheVIP.Some

menweresmokingwhileladiesworkedonthepole.

Onestoodupandtookouthiscigaretteandpuffed

out.



Him:"Bruise!Whatasurpriseandbeenlongsince

Isawyou"

Theydoahandshake.Thisisthetypeofgangsters

Iamusedto.

Him:"ugrand?(Youaregood?)"

Nhlanhla:"Yeahngingrand(yesIamgood)"'

Him:"ohyoubroughtaladytojoinmyclub?Sheis

cute"

Nhlanhla:"sheisofflimits"

Him:"ohIsee."

Nhlanhla:"canwegetthisoveranddonewith?"



Him:"sure"

Hewhistledandaladywearingtheshortestdress

came.shewasmakeupandallbutIwasn'ttoo

much.

Him:"takecareofher.Sheisprecious"

Her:"sure.Bruise"

Shewalkedoff.

Nhlanhla:"Iwillbeback"

Inoddedandfollowedthelady.Wegottoanother

sectionandtherewereotherladies.Iamnotdown

foranything.Theyarehavingcocktailsandtaking



pictures.SlayQueensItellyou.Isitdown.

Lady:"thisis..."

Me:"Ndalo"

Lady2:"Mmmh."

Shetookaselfieofherself.

TheladyIcamewithsatdown.

Lady3:"IjustsawTa'Bruise.Shecamewithher"

Lady1:"ohhoneyyouarethesecondluckyone"

Me:"meaning?"



Lady4:"meaninghejustfucksandleaves"

Lady2:"whatdidyouwantbecauseyouachieved

that"

Lady4:"haveyouseentheman.Letmegoand

freshenupjustsomaybehecantakeusbothhome

"

Me:"who'shome?"

Lady3:"Bruise.Youknowthreesumandwhatever

hewantsgo"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iambeingtested."



Lady4:"forafloozyyouareuptight"

Me:"don'tyoudarecomparemetoyou"

Lady4:"wantamI?"

Me:"thefloozy"

Lady2:"haiboyiniwenaindodaiApulasonke

siyaluma(what'swithyou,amanisanappleweall

takeabite)"

Me:"notwithmyman"

Them:"Heeh"



Lady4:"heisourman"

Me:"was"

Shecameclose.

Lady4:"wanttobet?"

Me:"hehasmovedpassedyourdrieduppussy,he

iscuffedsobackoffsweety"

Lady4:"Heeh"

Them:"hither!"

Itookmybag



Me:"ifIever..."

Shepulledmyhairandtheladieschanged.I

droppedmybagandkneeknuckledherstomach

andsheletgoofmyhairandIgrabbedherneck.

Me:"thisweaveisexpensive.Youdon'tjustholdit

however"

Oneofthefriendsspilledadrinkonmeandtheyall

bangeduponme.Itwasalltoofastandweareall

fightingeachotherandnextthingweareseperated

bythebarmans.Themencametous.

Lady2:"ohmyGodmynail!"

Nhlanhla:"That'smywife.Iwilltakeher"



Thebarmanletgoofme.

Lady4:"yourwhat?"

Me:"wife"

Imadethethroatcutsigntoherandtookmybag

andfixedmyhair.Sheputherhandonhernoseas

wewasbleeding.

Nhlanhla:"let'sgo"

HewalkedoffadIfollowedhimandwegotoutside.

Igotinthecaraswellashim.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iwasn'tsureifhewasangryornotbutIamnot



sorryforbeatingthemshame.

Nhlanhla:"twominutesandalreadyyouarebeating

people'sasses"

Me:"sheprovokedme.Theydidwhentheycalled

meafloozyandhavingyouforwhatnotIjust

fueledup"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"areyouangry?"

Nhlanhla:"yes"

Me:"why?"

Nhlanhla:"youlost"



Ilaughedandhechuckled.Heheldmyface.

Nhlanhla:"lookatthenailscratchesonyourneck

andface"

Me:"theywereswimming"

Nhlanhla:"andyou?"

Me:"fistfighting"

Heshookhishead.

Nhlanhla:"Idon'thavetoworryaboutyou"

Me:"youdon't"



Nhlanhla:"Iloveyouandyourtantrums"

Me,:"theyarenottantrums"

Nhlanhla:"whatevertheyare"

Me:"Iloveyousomuch"

Nhlanhla:"howmuch?"

Me:"thismuch"

HechuckledasImadeahugehandgesture.

Nhlanhla:"it'syourbirthdaytomorrow"



Me:"IknowIwillspenditinbed"

Nhlanhla:"yeswehavetospendinindoors.We

havetolaylowabit"

Me:"Iunderstand"

IopenedtheradioandplayedAmapianofrommy

phone

"Bareshebile

Bareghalela

Bareyentsewindowshopping

AreyengSandton...."



Nhlanhla:"isthissomewayforyoutosaywe

shouldgotoSandton?"

Me:"no,yes,no,Maybe"

Ismiledandhechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"whatdidIgetmyselfinto"

Me:"this"

Ipointedatmyselfandcarriedonsingingwhile

dancingaround.WearrivedhomeandIwas

exhaustedandhappyshame.Ihaven'tbeenhappy

inalongtime.Wegotoutofthecarandwalked

insidethehouse



Nhlanhla:"comehere"

Me:"letmechangemytopandshoes"

Henodded.Iranupthestairsandchangedmy

outfitandoutitinawashingbasketandIworea

dressandslidesandIwentdownthestairs.

Me:"yohmyphoneisdry,notextorphonecall"

Iliftedmyeyes.

Me:"Nhlanhla!"

Ilookedforhimintheloungenothing.

Me:"babyulaphi?!(Babywhereareyou?)"



Iswearnoteonthefridge.Itookanappleandit

statedthatheisinthegarage.Iwalkedwalkedto

thebinandthrewthenote.Iwenttohimandhehad

flowersleaningonacar.

Nhlanhla:"theseareforyou.Iaskedsomeoneto

tellmewhattodo"

Me:"it'sbeautifulthankyouandthepinkandgold

ballons?"

Nhlanhla:"wearecelebratingyourbirthdayearly"

Hetookaapinkchampagnebottle.

Me:"ouuhlooksnice,whatisit?"



Nhlanhla:"IamnotsurebutSiwesaidit'sa

ArmanddeBrignacBrutRoséMagnum"

Me:"Iwon'taskanymore."

Itookthestrawberriesandcreamandate.

Me:"thisamazingthankyou"

Hekissedmebeforeheopenedthebottleandit

poppedandalreadyhadmywineglass.Hepulled

thesheetoffthecar.

Me:"nicelookingchampagne"

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh"



Isippedonthedrink.It'sgood.

Nhlanhla:"happybirthday"

Me:"thankyou"

Hecameandstoodbehindme.

Nhlanhla:"lookatthenumberplate"

IlookedatitandIscreamed.

Me:"It'swrittenboldly"

Nhlanhla:"Guluvakazi"



Iwasjumpingaround.Iturnedtohim.

Nhlanhla:"it'syours.Iordereditamonthago"

Isnatchedthekeyfromhishandsandgotinthecar

thecar.Theinteriorwaswow,theleatherand

Guluvakazieverywhereontheseats.Likewho

wouldn'tbehappyemotionalforaMercedesBenz

GLCcoupé.

Nhlanhla:"what...."Ijumpedinhisarmsandhe

caughtme.

Me:"Iloveit,Idon'tdeserveit.IloveyouI.."

Icriedinhisarmsandsobbeditout.ItwaslikeI

wasreleasingsomepain.



Nhlanhla:"shhdon'tcry"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Nhlanhla:"it'sok"

Ikissedhimandhewipedmytears.

Nhlanhla:"Imademyvowtoseeyousmileandbe

happynowIamstressingnowthatyouarecrying"

Me:"Iamhappy.Youmakemehappyandalways

mademehappy.IfeelhappywithyouIloveyou

happy"

HechuckledandIlaughed.

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyoutoo"



Me:"come"

Ikissedhislips.Ipraythishappinesseslastsfora

longtime.Iamnotpreparedforanypain.

.

.

.

.
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"Ineverwannaloseyoubabynever

Igiveallyouallyouwant'causeyouprecious

PrettyAfricangirl,youabadone

PrettyAfricangirl,youabadone

YoudeserveVVSdiamonds

Privatejetsifyouwannachooseaclimate

WhenI'mwithyouallmydaysarethebrightest

WhenI'mwithyouallmydays

Sugar,sugarhowyougetsofly?



Prettyfaceandyourhipsdon'tlie

Sugar,sugarhowyougetsofly?

Prettyfaceandyourhipsdon'tlie

Andyourhipsdon'tlie,yourhipsdon'tlie

Theyain'tgonnabreakusupbuttheystillgon'try

Theystillgon'try

Neverconform,Iswearyougotitall

Ialwaysthinkaboutthefirsttimewegotiton



Backup,backupforme

Ohbabywon'tyoubackup,backupforme

'CauseIcangetyouwetter,setup,livingbetter

Icanshowyoulevelsneverachieved

Aha

Meandthisladygotathingthatweknow

Ain'tnobodyknow(nobody)

Wekeepitonthelowain'tnobodygottaknow

Babythisishowwego



That'smybaby,that'smybaby,that'smybabygirl

That'smybabygirl

That'smybaby,that'smybaby,that'smybabygirl

That'smybabygirl........."

Wewereinthegarageplayingsomemusicfromthe

car,wewerebothplayingaround.Dancingand

singing.IwashummingsomepartsandNhlanhla

beinghimandmusichadtoshowoff.Hespunme

aroundandIlaughed

Me:"nowIwillbedizzy"

Nhlanhla:"Iwasputtingmoreflavourinthedance



moves.

Me:"wearemovinglikethis.Nottango"

Nhlanhla:"butittakestwototango"

Me:"inthebedroomyes"

Hechuckledandtookastrawberryandfedme.

Me:"thankyou"

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyou.That'swhatyoudofora

personyoulove.Youmakethemhappy"

Me:"youmakemehappy"



Heheldmywaist

Nhlanhla:"Iamgladtohearthat."

Iperkedhislips.

Me:"sowearecelebratingalone?"

Nhlanhla:"Yes.Ilikemypeace"

Ilaughed.

Me:"youandprivacy"

Nhlanhla:"IamtheonlyboyathomesoIwasgiven

thatalot"



Inodded.Thesongchanged.

Me:"Ohmyigottoturnthisoneup"

Ileanedinsidethecarandturneduptheradio.I

turnedandhesmiledlookingatmeandIgotin

closingmyeyeswhilesinging.

Me:"Hellongith'engab’usangbona?

Ngikhumbul'uthingekengibeyiluthomama

Hellongith'engab’usangbona?

Ngikhumbul'uthingekengibeyiluthomama......."

Nhlanhla:"comehere"



Igotoutandhewasholdingatwolayeredpinkand

goldCakewithalittleheelandgunontop.

Me:"Soamazing."

Nhlanhla:"Happybirthday"

Me:"wearegonnaeatitnow?"

Nhlanhla:"it'syourchoice"

Me:"tomorrow.Let'sgoinside"

Iclosedthecarandwewalkedinsideandhewent

toputthecakeaway.HecamebackandIwentand

heldhiswaistlookinguptohim.



Nhlanhla:"ungibukani?(Whatareyoulookingat?

)"

Me:"Iamlookingatyou.IamlookingatthemanI

fallfordeeplyeveryday"

Nhlanhla:"areyousureit'snotthecar?"

Heteased

Me:"mxm"

Helaughed.

Me:"Iamgratefulforyoubeinginmylifeand

makingmdyourwife"

HekissedmeandIkissedhimback.Hepickedme



upandwentupthestairswhileIwrappedmylegs

aroundhiswaist.

.

.

TodayusmybirthdayandIhaveneverbeenso

excitedforit.Iwaswokenupbythesoundof

gunshotanditookthegunfromundermypillow

andpointedittothepersoninfrontofmeandI

rubbedmyeyesanditwasNhlanhlawithhishands

intheair.

Me:"Youscaredme"

Nhlanhla:"Ijustclappedmyhandstwice"



Me:"itsoundedlikeagunshot"

Nhlanhla:"bringthegunhere"

Igaveittohim.

Nhlanhla:"onedayyouwillkillmebymistake"

Me:"Ididn'tevencrockit"

Igotoffthebedandhecamemysideandkissed

myforehead.

Nhlanhla:"happybirthday"

Me:"thankyou,letmegobrushmyteethsoIcan

giveyousomesugar"



Hechuckledandiwalkedtothebathroomand

brushedmyteethandtookaquickshowerthen

cameback.Healreadymadethebed.Hewas

sittingonitandIgotonhimandgavehimaperk.

Me:"Ifeelyounger"

Nhlanhla:"youareyoung"

Me:"sowhatarewedoingindoorsbesideshaving

cake?"

Nhlanhla:"firstlywewillhavecakeforbreakfast"

Me:"thatsoundsunhealthy"

Nhlanhla:"Iwillsmugitonyourbodyandeatit



fromthere"

Me:"mmhsoundsfun.WillIdothesame?"

Heshrugged.

Me:"Iwanttocome"

HechuckledandIgotonhisbackandhecarried

meandwewenttothekitchenandhetookthecake

outfromthefridgeandplacedmeonthecounter

andthentookaknifeandgaveittome.Islicedit

andtookoutapieceandatethesliceandfedhim

some.

Nhlanhla:"it'smissingsomething"

Me:"what?"



Hewentoutandcamebackwithabottleofwine

andwhiskyandthentookoutglassesandhelaid

meonthecounteraftertakingoffmyTopandhe

slicedabigpieceandsnuggleditonmyboobsand

helickeditoffandsucked.

Me:"mmmh"

Nhlanhla:"nowittastesbetter"

Igiggledandhekeptonsucking.Iwasgettingwet

ashedidthistomywholebodyuntilIwasname

andIdidthesametohim.Wehadourbeverages

layingonthefloornaked.

Me:"goodthingwearenothavinganyvisitors."

Nhlanhla:"visitorsneedmypermissiontobehere"



Me:"Youarerichandhaveenoughmoney.Why

don'tyoujusthavelegitbusinesses?"

Nhlanhla:"It'snotenoughandwillneverbeenough

"

Me:"youaregreedy?"

Nhlanhla:"it'swhatIknow.Thatmoneywillnever

beenough."

Me:"it'sjustthetwoofus,nochild"

Nhlanhla:"Iwillseebutit'shardtoleavethislife"

Me:"thankyouforlisteningevenifyoudon'ttake

myask"



HechuckledAndIputtheglassdownandlaidmy

headonhischest.

Nhlanhla:"IshouldhavewenttoJohannesburga

longtimeago"

Ilookedathim.

Nhlanhla:"Iwonderwherewewewouldhavebeen

ifImadeamoveyearsagobutIthinkyouneeded

togothroughthatsowecanbeherelayingnaked

onthefloor,married"

Me:"yeah"

Wekeptquiet.Wespenttwohourssleepingonthe

floorthenwewenttobathandwenttowatchsome

TVtogether.IreallyloveNhlanhlaandwhowould



havethought?

.

.

.
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~SEASONFINALLY~

Themoviewewerewatchingwasprettyscary,yes

awomanwhohaskilledsomepeoplecanbescared

ofmoviesaswell.



Me:"Cimacima(switchitoff)"

Hechuckledandtooktheremoteandswitchedoff

thetv.

Nhlanhla:"Itrustedyou"

Me:"thisisnotanticipated."

Heshookhisheadandstoodupandwenttothe

kitchen.

Me:"whenisthefoodcoming?"

Nhlanhla:"youarelazy"

Me:"youmarriedthislazygirl"



Nhlanhla:"andiwonderwhy"

Me:"don'teventhinkaboutsayingthat"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Ijustwonder"

Me:"don't"

Hechuckledandcameback.

Nhlanhla:"Ispoilyou"

Me:"toomuch"



Hesprayedthecreaminhismouth.

Me:"youwillgetfat"

Nhlanhla:"haveyouseenthis?"

Heliftshistopup.

Me:"no"

Nhlanhla:"thintasthandwaSam(touchmylove)"

Itouchedhiscore.

Nhlanhla:"that'scalledtakingcareofmyself"

Me:"untilyouaremarried"



Helaughedandsatonthecouch.Igotinfrontof

him.

Nhlanhla:"Talktome"

Me:"about?"

Nhlanhla:"Whathappensinyourdreams?"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"mylifeflashes."

Nhlanhla:"itflashes.?"

Me:"it'slikeIhavemylifeplayedoutinmydreams



"

Nhlanhla:"youstilldon'twanttoseeatherapist?"

Me:"Iamscaredoftalkingtoastrangeraboutmy

lifeandhowmanypeopleIhavekilled.Atsome

pointitwillgettothat"

Nhlanhla:"theyareconfidential"

Me:"still"

Nhlanhla:"Ihearyou"

Me:"tellmeaboutyourlife?Howyougrewup?"

Nhlanhla:"uhmwellIhave4sister'sasyouknow

them.IamthelastBornwithThabisile.wegrewup



prettywellanddidn'thaveanyhasslebutIgrew

differentlybecauseiwastheonlyboy.Yeahm6life

wascomplicatedbuthadnicemoments"

Me:"IhavetoaskThabisilehowoldsheis"

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Ilaugh.

Me:"what?IjustwanttoknowifIdidn'tmarrymy

grandpa"

Nhlanhla:"ifheisfreshlikemethenyes"

Ilaughed

Me:"notevenclose"



Helaughed.Therewassilence.

Me:"let'stalk"

Nhlanhla:"about?"

Me:"kids.Itseemslikeyouwouldlovetohave

thembutyouarejustpushingitawaybecauseof

me"

Nhlanhla:"Iamfinewithit"

Me:"whowillcarryonthefamilynamesinceyou

aretheonlyonestillholdingit"

Nhlanhla:"usuqalilenendabazasemafarm(you

havestartedwithruralrules)"



Hehitmymouthwithtwofingers.

Me:"ayi.HawuIamjustasking"

Nhlanhla:"therearecousins."

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Wheredoyouwanttogotomorrow

whenwegoout?"

Me:"beach"

Henodded.

Me:"youarenotbusytomorrow?"



Nhlanhla:"no."

Me:"ok"

HeisignoringthistalkIcansee.Ikepttomyselfas

well.

Thefollowingdaywewenttothebeachas

promisedandIdecidedapicnicwouldbea

wonderfulthingtodoyouknowandhedidn'tmind

atall.Iwaswearingsandals,Sunhatanddress,

simpleandalsorelaxed.Assoonaswegotoutof

thecarItookthebasketandweheldhandsand

tookoffourshoesbeforeweenteredthesand.This

lifeisontheedgebutrelaxingaswell.Wefounda

spotandIplacedablanketandIwenttotakethe

basket.

Nhlanhla:"standthere"



Me:"what?"

Hetookouthisphoneandtookapictureofme.

Nhlanhla:"Lookatyoursmile"

Me:"Letmesee"

Ihadanicesmile.

Nhlanhla:"yoyareglowing"

Me:"Ungiphethekahleudali"

Isangandhechuckledandwesatdown.



Me:"letmeapplysunscreen"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tseeapointofit"

Me:"it'sthesame"

Nhlanhla:"ok"

Ifinishedapplyingonmyskinandwegotupand

walkedthroughtothewaterandplacedourfeet.

Me:"Ihavealwayswantedtodothis"

Nhlanhla:"what?"

Iwenttothesandandtookastickanddrewabig

heartandwroteourinitialsIusedNdalosoit'sN+N

Rhadebe.



Me:"justlikeinthemovies"

Nhlanhla:"youjustwatchedthemyesterday"

Me:"Iknow"

ItookoutmyphoneandIsnappedthepicture.

Me:"areyoucomfortable?"

Nhlanhla:"Morethancomfortable"

Heheldmywaist.Wegottobesillyandyoungand

romanticatthesametime.It'sreallyadaywell

spent.Westayedtowatchthesunset.Irestedmy

headonhisshoulderandwebookedourhands

together.



Nhlanhla:"amillionreasonswhyIlovesunsets"

Me:"andIthoughtyouwouldsayyou"

HeshookhisheadchucklingandIlaughed.

Me:"mmh"

Nhlanhla:"youknowIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,17:46] :INSERT55

~SEASONFINALLY~

[5yearsLater]

Ibreathinandoutashehandsoverthetissueto

mebutIdon'tneeditforthissession.Ihave

sheddedmanytearsoverthepastmonthssincewe

havestartedthistherapeuticroutetogether,ithas

beenhard.IthoughtIwasokbutdeepdownIwasa

bleedingwound.

"Youdon'tneedthemtoday?"



Me:"No."

"Tellmeaboutyourhusband.Howislifenow?"

Life.Ohlifehasbeenwonderfulandhasbeen

treatingmewithcare.Iamoneoflife'sfavourite

children.Therewereupsanddownsasevery

couplewouldgothroughandtrialsandtribulations

butIwouldn'tmindgoinginthemagain.My

husbandhasbeendoinghislevelbesttogiveme

thebestaswellandhedoesn'tfailtomakeme

smileorlaugheven.

Me:"(smiling)Heis,amazing.Iamreallyblessed

inthislife.Ilovehimmorethananything"

"Doesheloveyouthesame?"

Itakethenotepadfromhishandsandhelaughs.



Me:"whowrotethis?"

Nhlanhla:"Idid"

Me:"Doesheloveme?Doesheloveme.Ofcause

helovesme"

Hepullsmetohimandtakesthenotepadandputs

itonthebednexttous.

Nhlanhla:"doyouknowhowmuchhelovesyou?"

Ishookmyhead.

Nhlanhla:"hewouldwalkinablazingfireforyou"



Me:"wouhthathot"

Welaughedandsharedakiss.Myhumandairy,he

knowseachandeveryinchofme.Inevergot

comfortableintalkingtostrangersandhewent

beyondjusttoknowhowtherapistsworksoIcan

atleastbecounseledbysomeonewhoIam

comfortablewithandthat'shim.Ittookmetime.I

thoughthewouldbeuncomfortablewithmetalking

aboutNkosibuthewasn't.HesupportedmeandI

feelbetternow.Muchbetterthanbefore.Webroke

thekiss.

Nhlanhla:"Withthissuddenthicknessyouare

temptingme"

Me:"Iamtempted."

Nhlanhla:"DamnNdalodon'tmakemedothingsI

amnotsupposedtodo"



Ilaughed.

Me:"sorry"

Wesharedaperkonceagain.Thebuzzerwentoff

andIgotoffhimandhetookagununderthebed

andwentinfrontofmeholdingmyhand.Wewent

totheotherroomandheputhishandonthe

scannerandthedoorinlockedhecrockedthegun

andgotintheroomandIsighedandswitchedoff

thealarm.

Me:"Heisjustawake"

Iwalkedclosertothecribandhewasstaringatme.

Me:"Hibaby"



Nhlanhla:"Iamsufferinghere"

Icheckedhim

Me:"ouuhbabyheneedsanappychange"

Nhlanhla:"Iamgoingtocheckthewholehouseif

it'sok"

Me:"NhlanhlaRhadebecomehere"

Herushedoutandipickedhimupandputhimon

thechangingbedandtookouthishappyandboy

didhemakeamess.Iranwaterforhimandputitin

histubandbathedhim.Hewascryinghislungsout.

Me:"Baby!"



Itwassilent.

Me:"Nhlanhlaumntwanauyagodola(thebabyis

getting.Cold)"

Hewalkedin.

Nhlanhla:"ifit'sanappychangeIamwalkingout"

Me:"canyoutakeatowel?"

HetookitandIhandedLuneletohimandhewiped

himwhileIdrainedthewaterout.Icamebackand

hewasdressinghimup.

Me:"Helookslikeyou"



Nhlanhla:"helookslikedadalot"

Ilookedathimandsmiled.

Me:"letmeputonanappy.Ishisbottlewarm?"

Nhlanhla:"yeah"

Iuntiedmytubesbehindhisback.Icouldseehe

wantedtohavehisfamilybutalwayshidbehindthe

lifeweliveactuallyit'snotthatdangerousbecause

Nhlanhlaknowshowtoprotectusverywellandi

amnotscaredevenonebit.Ifellpregnantafterit

andItoldhim.ThelookonhisfacewhenIsaidIam

pregnant.Ithoughthewouldshoutorwhatbuthe

justcarriedmeintheairkissingmeandsaying."

Fuckwearepregnant!"Iamgladwedidn'tmake

thatirrationaldecisionofremovingmywomb.He

calledeveryoneheknewandhisfamilycalledusin.

AlotofthingsweredoneforusandprayedthatI



haveasafedeliveryandahealthybaby.Actuallywe

wereshoweredwithblessings.Wenamedhim

Lunelebecauseourloveismorethanenough.Heis

oureverything

Ifinisheddressinghimandhandedhimtohis

fatherandNhlanhlawenttotherockingchairand

satdownrockinghimbackandforthwhilefeeding

him.Ilovethesight.

Nhlanhla:"drinkyourmilklikeamansoYoucan

getyourselfsomeonelikemommy"

Igiggled

Me:"whataboutme?"

Nhlanhla:"themostamazingpersonIhaveever

had"



Ismiled

Me:"it'ssurreal"

Nhlanhla:"itis"

IkissedthembothandNhlanhlatookoutthebottle

fromhismouthandhecriedthenputitback.

Nhlanhla:"daddypromisestoloveandprotectyou

allandthenextcomingcrew"

Me:"Idon'tknowanymore"

Irubmystomachandhelooksatmeandputshis

handonmystomach.Nhlanhlaisveryfastquick

andIcan'tresisthim.Shame,yesIamexpecting



again.Crazybutnotcomplainingatall

Helaughed.Ilovemyfamilyasitis.Iam

Buhlebendalo.Awife,motherandsupposedly

sister.IamnotjustBuhlebendalo,IamGuluvakazi

marriedtothemostpowerfulandhumble,loving

manNhlanhlaRhadebe.Mystorystartedroughbut

Ilikethelightattheendofthetunnelit'sbright.I

amabusinesswomanaswellundertheinfluence

ofmyhusband,Rhadebelawfirm.Iamproudof

whereIam.YesittookalotofbadthingsbutIam

happyandwillstillhavemyfightingspirittillthe

end.ThiswasmyGuluvastory.

.

.

TheEnd



**Iwouldliketothankeveryonewhotookthetime

toreadthisstory.Itwasaveryexperimentalscript

towriteandenjoyable.Muchlove***


