
FALLINGFORAGANGLEADER

ShortIntroduction

Hello

Thankyoufordecidingtoreadmystory,Ihope

youguyswillenjoyit

Maincharacter:AlonaNgema

Thestoryrevolvesaroundher.

17yearsofage,turning18inacoupleof

months

Shehasblackhairthatreachesbelowherback

Pinkplumplipsalongwithbigmidnightblack



eyes

lightskin

Abitontheskinnysideandhershortframeisn't

helpingeither.

Liveswithhermomonly,her20yearoldbrother

(Ozamokuhle)appearslateroninthestory.

Romeoishergayguybestfriend.

EnzoisAlona'sboyfriend

Andthenthere'sReece,you'llfindoutabouthim

andtherelationshipbetweenhimandAlona

lateron.



You'llmeetsomecharactersasthestorygoes

NeverbeengoodwithIntroductions,forgiveme.

IftheStoryIsorIsnotfiction

You'llfindoutlater

AndifthestoryiswrittenbytheauthorofDOB

ornot.

You'llalsofindoutlater

Anyquestions?
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Ihaveacceptedthefactthathecameintomy

lifethatnight.ThatIwasn'tsupposedtobe

therebutIguessItwasfate.



IfonlyFatehadpassedmeby

Fridaynightaround9andIcouldn'tsleepasI

kepttossingandturning.

Idecidedtogoforarun.

Iusuallyrunearlyinthemorningonweekdays

beforeIgotoschool,butnowIjustcravedfora

runbesidethefactthaticouldn'tsleep.

Callmecrazyandblahblahblah,Iwasalready

halfwayoutthedooranyway.

TheneighborhoodIwaslivinginwaspretty

safeorsoIthought

Turningacorner,stoppingtocatchabreathand

takingalookatmysurroundings,Ihavenever

beenonthissideofthestreetandItwas

awfullyquiet,Icouldheretherapidbreathingof

myheart



Decidingtojustturnaroundandheadback

home.

StraightaheadIcouldseetwohooded

figures,headingmyway.

Okaydon'tfreakout

Theyarejustpassingby

Staycalm

Breathin

Breathout

Startingtojogback,stayingoutoftheirlane,

theyaretheonestoblockmyway.Bumping



intoahardchestIquicklymumble'sorry'before

lookinguptowhoIbumpedinto,itwasatall

muscularguy.

Him:NoworriesBabygirl

Hesmirks,thewayhesaiditsentshiversdown

myspine.

Sidesteppinghimtoleavebuthisotherfriend

blocksmyway

Grabbingmyarmtightlyhepullsmeback.

Inowbegintopanic

Guy1:Andwheredoyouthinkyougoing?

Me:I..i-imheadinghome

Guy1:HowaboutusikhaphesiyeeKhistinyethu

andwecanhaveagoodtime

HeaskedinawaythatsaysIdareyoutosay

no.Myeyestrailedtohisfingerthatwasrested

ontopofsomething,fingerslightlytouchingit.



Agun

Me:Idon'tthinkso.I-IhaveaboyfriendandI..

Cuttingmeshort

Guy2:Hedidn'taskyouifyouhadaboyfriend

ornot.

Guy1:Iaskedifyouwanttohaveagoodtime

withmyfriendandI.

Goodtimeonlymeantonethingatthis

moment,Iknowwhattheirintentionswere

Me:Ple-pleaseIjustwanttogethome

Lookingaroundfranticallyforatleasttospot

someonetohelpmebutthewasnooneinsight

.

Hepushedmeback,makingmefalldownas

theyhoveredoverme

Me:Pleasedon't,youcan'tdothis



Istartedscreamingandtriedgettingupbutthe

otherguykickedmyside.

Guy1:Theisnousefighting,I..Wegetwhatwe

wantandatthismomentit'syouwewant!Zola.

That'sallittookforhisfriendwhoIjustfound

outhisnameisZolatostartforcingmylegs

apart,puttinghiskneeonmystomachtogetme

tostayinplaceashestruggledtotakeoffmy

vest.

Thisisnothappening,thiswasnothowIwas

planningtolosemyvirginity,thisisnotactually

happening,it'sjustadream.ohhowIwishthat

itwasdreamabaddreamthanforittobe

actuallyhappening

Iwasforcedbacktorealityashebackslapped

me,ithurtbutitdidn'tstopmefromscreaming

andtwistingmybodytogetoutofhisgrip

Me:Pleasedo-don't.



Icontinuedtobegwithtearscloudingmyvision

asIstartedtocry.

Zola:Shhbabygirl,sizokwenzauzivemnandi

(wegoingtomakeyoufeelgood)

Me:STOP!

Iscreamedoutlouderprayingthatmaybe

someonecanhearme,forgoodnesssakethisis

atownship,whathappenedtothenosy

neighborsallofasudden?

Hewastryingtofeelonmybreasts

Me:GETYOURHANDSOFFME!

ImanagedtoKneehimonhisstomachcausing

himtorolloverandletgoofme

Zola:youaregoingtopayforthatyoustupid

bitch.

Iwasreallystupid,ImeanwhatwasIdoing

outsideatthistimeofthenight.

OhIwasgoingforarunbecauseIcouldn't



sleepandIthoughtItwassafenothingcould

happen.

Iwasslappedagain,makingmylipsplitandI

couldfeelitnumbsasbloodstartedcomingout

Guy1:Wewon'tgoeasyonyou.

Hesaidashehelpedhisfriend,holdingbothmy

armsabovemyhead

Guy1:Stopmovingyoulittlebitch!

Shakingmyhead,focusingonfightingfor

myselftonotgetraped.

IcouldswearIcouldhearacarapproachthen

screechingtires

Thensomeonescreaming

"Whatthefuckdoyouthinkyoudoing?"

ThestrangevoiceaskedbutIdon'treallyknow

whatelsetheyweresayingsinceIfeltlight

headed.

Theweightontopofmybodywassuddenly



liftedoffmeandIcouldhearthetwoguys

groaninginpainasthestrangerfought

them,punchingthemrepeatedly

Ifeltdizzyandsleepy.

"Hey,It'salright..yousafenow"thestranger

tellsmeinadeep,slowvoiceholdingmetohis

chest.

Afterstrugglingtolookupforafewsecondsas

myeyesfeltheavy,Ifinallylookathim.

Icouldn'treallyseehimbutIcouldn'thelp

noticingthesmallnoseringonhisnose.

IwhisperedaThankyoubeforeIblackedout.

***************************



Iwokeup,tryingtojumpoutofthebed

regrettingitasIstartedhavingaheadache.

"Youawake"

Turningquicklytofindthesourceofvoice.

ATallguyleaningonadoorframeInapairof

trackpants,hisarmscrossedonhisbare

muscularchestthat'scoveredwithtattoos.

I'veneverseenalotoftattoosbefore.

Hewasinhisearly20's

Hehadsilverwhitehair,deepcurls,haircuton

thesides.Midnightblackeyeswithlongthick

eyelashes

Thickeyebrowstrimmedwithtwolinesonthe

endswhiletheothereyebrowhadapiercingin.

Anotherpiercingonhislowerlip,pinklipshe

hadthatIcouldn'thelpnoticing

AndAnotherpiercingonthenose,theoneI've



seenbeforeIblackedout.

Icouldgoonandonabouthishandsome

features,butIneedtogetbacktothestory.

Somethingabouthimscreameddanger.

Hesmirkedatmerevealinghisdeepdimples,a

10ccoincouldactuallyfitinthem

Hecaughtmecheckinghimout,wellyou

couldn'tblameme.TheguywasHot,Light

skinnedwithabitofatanandastrongjawthat

Iwa...hereIgoagain,forgiveme.

FocusAlona,Focus.

Youjustwokeupinaunfamiliarroom.



Insomeoneelse'sbed.

Andnowthatsomeonewaswatchingyoulikea

predatorwatchingit'sprey.

Him:Areyoualright?

HeaskedinHislowdeepvoice.

Me:IhaveaheadacheandIfeellikeI-I..

Itrailedoff,StopthechitchatAlonayouhaveto

gethome!Saidnyinnervoicesaid

Me:WhereamI?,HowdidIgethere,whatdid

youdotome?

Iaskedinonebreathtakingtheblanketsoffme

asIinspectedmyself,IwasOkexceptformy

soreribs,fromthekicksItooktheprevious

night

Him:Youdon'tknowmeyetyouthinkthatlow

ofme?



Hislowalmostinaudibledeepvoiceasked.

Heshookhisheadashisjawtwitched.

Iwaspissinghimoff

Me:I-I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanitit'sjustafterwhat

happenedyesterday,Theysexuallyassaulted

meTheywereclosetor..

Icouldn'tsaytheword

Istoppedtalkinglettingoutashakybreath,

tearsalmostcloudingmyvisiononceagain

Me:Idon'treallyrememberwhathappenedand

nowIwakeupinanunfamiliarroom.

HejustIgnoredmypityparty,Pointingataglass

door

Him:Everythingyouneedisinthat

bathroom,Freshenup,I'lldriveyouhome.

Withthatheturnsaroundandleavesme.

Thatwascold

Igotupandwentinthebathroom,Sobigmy



bedroomwasnothingcomparedtoit.

Itwasbeautiful,likeoneofthose5starhotel

bathroomsIusuallyseeonTv.

Thisguywassurelyloaded.

IgotinanddidmybusinessandwhenIwas

doneIworesomeclothesthatwereneatly

foldedontopofthebathroomstable,some

tightsandashirtwhichIfoundmyself

comfortablein.

MakingsureeverythingwasasIfounditbefore

goingout.

Gettingintheroom,thebedwasmadeandhe

wasstandinginthemiddleoftheroomtyping

awayonhisphone.

Iclearmythroatastogethisattention,he

ignoresme

Me:I'mdone.

Him:Followme



Weleavetheroomwithmefollowingbehind

him,gawkingatthishugehouseBeautifulit

was.

Afterafewminutesofdrivingandmegiving

himthedirectionstomyhouse,Iaskhimtopark

2housesaway

Iwasabouttothankhimwhenhejusttoldme

togetout.

NotsayinganythingIjustnodandgetout

mumblingaquietthankyouanyway.

IwalkhomeandIcouldfeeleyesonmebutI

didn'tpaynomindasmy6roomhousecame

intoview,Iletoutabreathasasmallsmile

playsonmyface

Iwassafe.

Knowingmymomwasprobablyasleep.



Shealwaysworkedlatenighthoursandshe'd

comebackearlierinmorningaround5am

ShegetsbacktiredsoshesleepswhileIgetup

togetreadyforschool.

Iretrievemykeyundertheplantpotandgetin

quietlyaspossible.

Itiptoetomyroombutgettheshockofmylife

whenIseemomsittingbythesittingroom

drinkingahotcupofcoffee

Her:Usukaphi?(Whereareyoucomingfrom )

Shetakesinmyappearance.

Iwaswearingaguyst-shirtafterall.

Soimaginethelookonherface

Shelooksatmyface,concernmasksheronce

angryface.

shelooksatmybustedlip,3blackfingermarks

onmylightskinfacefromthetwoslapsIgot.

Puffyredeyesandabandaidonthesideofmy



neck,ithidascratchmarkasIwasalso

strangled.

Ilookedlikeacompletemessrightnowthatis

whatIknowasIhavehadalreadychecked

myselfoutinthemirrorbackinhisHouse.

Ibegintellinghermystory...
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ISpentmostoftheweekendlockedupinmy

room.

Mymomwasworriedaboutme,shewantedto

takeatwodaysoffjusttobewithmebutItold

herthatI'mokayandIwantedtobealone

SheofferedtobookmeinfortherapybutI

refusedtellingherIwantedtoforgetthatiteven

happened.

Sheletmebeandtoldmetonotbeafraidto



openuptoherifIneededsomeonetotalkto.

Iwantedtobealonesomyphonehasbeen

switchedoffallweekendnotwantingtotalkto

anyone,includingmygayguybestfriendnormy

boyfriend.

WokeupMondaymorninggettingreadyfor

school.

Thebruisesonmyfacewereslowlyfading,I

didn'twearmakeupsotheywerevisiblefor

everyonetoseeandIwasn'tgoingtocover

themup.

Ijusthadtocomeupwithabelievablestory.

******************************

MakingmywaytomyclassIgreetsomeofmy

friendsasIpassthem.

I'mabitquietandshyanddon'tconsider



myselfpopulareventhoughIwasprettyand

hot-Iseeyourollingyoureyes- andthatI

wasdatingoneofthepopularguysinschool.

Iwasjustchilled.

Iwassuddenlypushedagainstawallandthe

personpinsmewiththeirbodyagainstawall.

"Damnyou'rehotIcan'twaittogetyoualone"

AvoicewhispersinmyearandIstart

panicking

Me:PleasePle-..don't

Ibegintobeg.

Theyfoundme.

"Alona..it'smeEnzo,youokay?Pleaselookat

me"

Me:E-Enzo

Iclearmythroat



Enzo:Yeahndim,whodidyouthinkitwas?

Hechucklesashebringsmetohischest

holdingmetight,Imissedhim

Ididn'tsayanythingjustheldhimclose

Hepulledaway,lookingatme

Enzo:Whatthehellhappenedtoyourcheek?

Me:Nothing.I-Igotina..uhmargumentwith

mom,itwasreallybadthatsheendedup

slappingme

Ilied,Icouldn'ttellhimthetruth.

Helookedatmeraisinghiseyebrowlikehe

didn'tbelieveme

Him:Yousureyounotlyingtome?

Ishookmyhead

Me:IswearI'mnot,Ihadanightmarelastnight

andit'sstuckonmymind.Youjusttookmeby

surprisethat'sall,actuallythoughtitwastheguy

frommynightmare



Ichuckled..continuingtolie

Hesmilesalittle

Him:You'vealwaysbeencrazy.

Thebellringsindicatingfirstperiod.

Hepecksmylips

Him:Comeonletsgetyoutoclass.

Intertwiningourhandstogetherhewalksmeto

classreadytostartmyday.

Thedaywentbyprettyfast,withthefeelingthat

someonewaswatchingmebutIpaidnomind

ItwasafterschoolandIwaswalkingwithmy

friend

RomeowhoIhavebeentryingtoavoidall

day,hecaughtupwithmeon6thperiodandhe



wasaskingmequestionsaboutwhathappened

tomethisweekendthatIwasavoidinghimand

Icamebacklookinglikeshit,yeahhewasblunt

likethat

hesayswhatever'sonhismindandhedidn't

carehowyouweregoingtotakeit,Iwasusedto

himbynow

Him:Areyouinaabusiverelationship?

Ignorehim

Him:Ohmygod,IsitEnzothatgaveyouthose

bruises?

JustIgnorehim

Him:I'mgoingtokillthatsonofa-a,Ican't

swear



Ichuckle

Me:Youneverfailtoamuseme

Him:YeahIknow,stoptryingtochangethe

subject

Me:Enzowouldneverhurtme

Him:Thenw-

Rightwhenhewasgoingtotalk,webothturned

aroundatthesoundofacarpullingbyatthe

othersideoftheroad.

Everyonewasgawkingatthecarastwoguys

gotout

Romeo:Whoarethey?

Me:Havenoidea

Irespondedmesmerizedbythecar

Theseguysgotthewholestudents

attention,whowouldblamethem

Theywereprettyhot



Alona!Youhaveaboyfriendforgodsake,my

innervoicescoldsme.

Inoticedtheverytallguyinaleatherjacket,dark

jeansandcombatbootssearchingthecrowd

beforehiseyesmetmine

Igasped..hewastheguywhosavedmefrom

myattackersFridaynight,whyishehere?

IstarebackathimthenturntoleavewhenI

sawhimwinkhiseyeatmewithasmirk.

25minuteslater

RomeoandmearenowsittingatMcDonald's

waitingforourorder.

Weusuallyboughtlunchheresometimeswhen



wemanagedtododgeoutoftheschool

premises,Itwasn'tfar.

Aftertenminutesofwaiting,ourorderarrives

Burgerandfrieswepayandpartways.

IwasonmywaytothetaxirankwhenInoticed

thetwoguysthatwereatschoolfewminutes

ago.

Itriedtolookanywherebutthembutcuriosity

gotthebestofmeandrightthen

Iheardtheotheroneask

"Isthather?,she'sfineasfuck"

Theonewhosavedmetwodaysbacklooked

myway.

Ourgazeslockmakingmenervous,Icouldn't

helpbutlookathisRareLightbrowneyes,they

heldsomuchmystery



Hestaredbackatmeandsmirkedthenonce

againwinkedatme,Ittookmebysurprise.

Idon'tknowwhathisdealwasbecausethelast

timeIwaswithhim,hewasactuallycold

towardsme.

Icontinuedwithmyway,Notpayingattentionto

whereIwasgoingIbumpintosomeone,only

thingIseemtobedoinglately

Me:I'msosorry

LookingupatthepersonIbumpedinto,Hewas

lookingdownatme

Him:Sowemeetagain

Ilookupattheguywhosaved,bearwithmeI

don'tknowhisname.

Ijuststareathim



Him:Alreadyforgotmeprincess?

Me:Princess?

Heletsoutadeepthroatychuckle

Him:I'mreadytocollectwhatyouowemefor

savingyourlifeprincess.

Withthathetracesmycheekwiththebackof

hishand

Me:W-WhatdoyoumeanIoweyou?

Him:Iwastheonewhostoppedthosefuckers

from forcingthemselvesonyousoIthinkI

deserveapaymentdon'tyouthink?

Me:What?

TosayIwasshockedwasanunderstatement,I

movedawayfromhim.

Him:Youowemefromhelpingyougetthose

bastardstobackoff

Me:I'mnotstupidIgotwhatyousaidIjust

don'tunderstandwhyIoweyouforhelpingme.



ExcusemeIreallyneedtoleave

HegrabsmebymyarmasIattempttopass

him

Him:Don'tyoudarewalkawayfromme,Noone

walksawayfrommeokay?

Iquicklynod

Him:likeIwassaying,mypayment?

Shakingmyheadindisbelief,Idon'tsay

anything

Lookingupathimwithwateryeyes.

Me:Whatdoyouwantfroma17yearold?I-I

don'thavemoney,I..

Him:DoIlooklikeI'minneedofmoney?

Ishookmyhead,tryingsohardnottocry.

Thisguywasscaringme



Him:Letsdiscussthissomeotherday,youneed

togethomeandIneedtogetsomewhere

Itrytosidestephim,hegrabsmywrist

Him:Thisisnotoverprincess,letmegiveyoua

ridehome

Me:NothanksI'llbefine,Idon'twanttoOwe

youagain

Him:Iwasn'taskingyou

Hetakesmywristandwalksmetohis

car,TakingmybackpackandtheMcDonaldbox

heopensthedoor,Ireluctantlygetin.

Hegetsinthefrontwithhisfriend

Him:Drive.

15minuteslaterofawkwardness,Iwashome

ParkingthecartwohousesawayIgetoff

withoutsayingasingleword

Him:I'llseeyousoonprincess.



IignorehimandstartwalkingawaywhenIwas

grabbedbymyarmonceagain,turningmeto

lookathim

Hisjawtwitching

Hislipsclosetomyear,hewhispersinhislow,

deepvoice

"WhenItalktoyou,Iexpectyoutoanswer,the

sooneryoulearnthatthebetter.Nooneignores

me,youincluded.Isthatclear?"

Me:Mymiddlefingersalutesyou

Imumbled

YoubraveAlona..Verybraveifyouaskme-My

innervoicemocksme

Him:Whatwasthat?

Me:Isaidit'scrystalclear

HelooksatmeAmused,Ihadafeelingheheard



whatIsaidthefirsttime.

Heletsgoofmeandgoesbacktohiscar.

Ibreathout

WhathaveIgotmyselfinto?
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RestoftheweekIwenttoschool,Ihaven'tmet

upwiththeguywhotoldmeIowehimandI

wasgladforthat.

Itwasn'tthebestweekbutatleastIwasn't

depressedasIthoughtI'dbe.Iguessbeing

aroundmyfriendshelpedtakethingsoffmy

mind.

ItwasSaturdaymorningandIwaslazytoget

up,notlikeIhadanythingplannedwellatleast

notnowmaybelaterontheday.

Ifinallydraggedmyselfup.



Cleanyourroom

Cleanaroundthehouse

Washthelaundry

Takeabath

Preparelunch

Thenyoudonefortheday

IwasprettymuchdonewitheverythingandI

wasinthemiddleofdressingtogomeetup

withEnzowhenIheardaknockatthedoor

Ijustputonarobeandwenttoopen tofinda

boyholdingapieceofpaperformetotake



ItookitandtheboywentoutthegatebeforeI

couldevenaskwhosenthim.

Readingitoutloud

-Meetmeatthepark,now-

ThinkingitwasenzobutIaskmyselfwhydidn't

hejusttextme,ohhewasplayingoneofhis

games.

Makingmywaytomyroom,Ifinishgetting

dressedthenheadout

10minuteswalktothepark,Ilookaroundfor

him.

Hewasn'thereyetsoIsitonabenchwatching

thefewkidsplayingontheswings

Isuddenlyfeeltwoarmswraparoundmywaist



tightlyfrombehind

Me:Enzoyoualmostscaredme

Iletoutasigh,pressingmyselfonhiswarm

chest

Hekeptquiet

Ifelthimleandowntomyneck,hislipskissing

thespot

Myeyesclosed,enjoyingthemoment

Me:Enzo

Silent

Icomebacktomysenses

Me:Enzoweinpublic

Hestopsandchuckles

Iwhipmyheadquickly,-wait!..thatdeepthroaty

chuckle

Him:SogladIcanmakeyoumoan,butnext

timeyoumoanyouwillbecallingoutReece



notyoursocalledboyfriendEnzoitis?

Hewhisperedinmyear.Whatthefuck?

Me:Wena(You)

Him:HeyPrincess,Missme?

Shocked

Me:W-whatareyoudoinghere,where'sEnzo?

Iaskedlookingaround

Hesatnexttome

Him:Idon'tknowwherethatboyisbutI'mhere

Me:Y-Youtrickedmeintocominghere,Why?

Him:Ithinkyouknowwhyprincess

Me:Topayyouforsavingme?LookItoldyouI

don'thaveanything,Idon'thaveM..

Cuttingmeshort

Him:Itoldyouthat'snotwhatIwant



Touchingthesideofmyface

Helooksdownatmyshortsummerdress,I

quicklytrytopullitdown

Him:Iwan-

Me:YouwantMetohaves-sexwithyou?

Iask,suddenlyscared.

Him:No,atleastnotyet.

Me:Thenwhatdoyouwant.

Him:Youprincess,allIwantisyou

Momentofsilence

Istareathiminshock

Hesmirksatme.



WipethatsmirkofwithaslapAlona,saysmy

innervoice

Whatifhekillsmeme?,he'sscaryasfuckand

lookscapableofdoingit.

You'llcrossthatbridgewhenyougetthere

No!

MyJawdropsasIlookathimindisbelief

Him:Ifyoudon'tcloseyourmouth,Imightbe

temptedtoputmydic-

Icuthimshort

Me:Eww..What?

Hechuckled

Him:Isaidifyoudon'tcloseyourmouthImight



betemptedtoputmyd-

Icuthimshortagain

Me:Wouldyoustopsayingthattome.

Isaidalmostraisingmyvoice

Him:Why?,Chancesofithappeningarehigh

nowthatyouaregoingtobemine

Heshruggedlikeitwasafact.

Me:I'mleaving.

Igetuptoleaveandhealsogetsup

Him:I'mnotdonewithyou

Withquickreflexes,heliftsmeoverhisbroad

shoulderslikeasackofpotatoes

Me:Whatareyoudoing!,Putmedownnow!

Iscreamathim,beatinghisbackwithmyfist

Him:Isuggestyoustopbeforeyouhurt

yourself

Hesaid,thenhedoestheworst



Hesmacksmybutt

Me:Didyoujustsmacksmybutt?

Iaskindisbelief

Him:Idid

Hesmacksitagain

Him:AndIjustdiditagain,Gavemeanexcuse

totauchyourass

Me:Don't!,Putmedown!Whereareyoutaking

me?

Istarttofreakout

Him:Don'tworryprincess

Hesaidandjustcontinuedwalking.

Afterafewminutesofsilence,heapproachhis

car

Openingthedoor,heputsmeinthebackseat



Hewaskidnappingme?

Me:Youcan'tdothis,It'sagainstthelawtotake

someoneagainsttheirownwill

Him:Don'tgiveafuckaboutthelaw,Ihaven't

beencaughtyetandIhavebeenbreakingitfor

aslongasIcanremember.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Justshutup

Heclosedthedoorandwenttothedriversseat.

Itryopeningthedoorhandlebutitwouldn't

budge

Me:Openthedoor!

Iscreamyankingthehandle

Him:Ifyoubreakmydoorhandle,you'regoing

tohavetopaymedoublewhatyouoweme

Iglareathim



Me:Areyouserious?

Him:Deadserious

Me:Canyoujustpleaseletmeout,I'mmeeting

upwithmyboyfriend,I'veneverstoodhimup

before..he'llbeworriedifIdon'tshowup.

Him:Hewon't

Thenturnedaroundandstarteddriving

Me:Whatdoyoumeanhewon't?Whatdidyou

dotohim?

Ibegantopanicashestaresaheadignoringme

Him:Whatdidyoudotohimyouassh-

Him:Isuggestyoustopinsultingme,Imayhave

topunishthatfineassofyoursandIfyouthink

smackingithurts..ImaginewhatIcando

Me:I'mnotinsultingyouI'mjustdescribingyou

a-

IshutmymouthbeforeIpisshimoffand

decidenottoevertakemehome,tryingtostay



calm

Me:Pleaseletmego,IpromiseIwon'tcallthe

policeandIwon'ttellanyone.

Iwasscaredformylife,whatifhehurtsme

Me:Whatareyougoingtodotome?

Him:Don'tworryyourprettyhead,you'llknow

soon

Lateronhepullsupatthishugehouse

TheHouseIhavebeenintobefore,I'mguessing

itshis

Me:Whyarewehere,whatareyougoingtodo

tome?

Myheartbeatincreases.

Hetakesmebymywristoutofthecar,Itugmy



selfback

Me:Letgoofme!

ItrykickinghimasIcontinuetoscreamathim

hepicksmeupbymywaistandcarriesme

insidethehouse.

HeheadstowardsThestairs

Ipleadathimtoletgoofme.

Nowinfrontofdoubledoors,heopensthem

gettinginhelocksthedoorbehindhim.

It'sthebedroomIwokeupin,Saturdaymorning

Walkingtowardsthebed,hethrowsmeonit.

Flashbacksfromafewnightsagoranthrough

mymind

Me:W-whatareyoudoing?

Gettingontopofme,grabbingmyhandspulling

themabovemyhead

Me:P-pleased-don'thurtme.



Hestaresatme

Him:DoyouthinkIwouldhurtwhat'smine,That

Icouldhurtthisbeautifulface?ThatIcould

hurtthisbody,thatwillbelongtomesoon?

Hisfreehandtouchedthesideofmywaist,His

touchwasgentle

Iheldinbacktears

Me:StopP-please

Istuttered

Me:I'lldowhateveryouwantmeto,butplease

don'ttouchme

Him:Breakupwiththatthingyoucallyour

boyfriend.
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Idon'tknowwhohewasandIdidn'twantto

know,AllIknewwasthathewasbadnewsandI

wantedtostayawayfromhimandnowhe



wantsmetobreakupwiththeguyIhavebeen

inlovewithforalmostayearsothatIcanbe

withhim.

Hell.No.

Reece:Breakupwiththatthingyoucallyour

boyfriend.

Me:Breakupw-,N-noIwon'tdothatIlovehim

andI'mnotbreakingupwithhimforyou.Idon't

wantanassh-

Him:Don'tsaysomethingyoumightregret

princess

Hesaysasheplacesakissonthetipofmy

nose.

Hecontinuestoplacekissesandmybody

reactedinawayitshouldn't

SnapoutofitAlona!



Me:Stop,Iwantyoutogetoffme.

Ibreatheoutshuttingmyeyestightly

Him:Idon'tthinkyouwantmeto,IthinkI'm

enjoyingmyselfwereIamandsoareyou

Liftinghisheadup,helooksmestraightinthe

eyes

Masteringaseriousface,hiseyesvoidof

emotion

Him:Iwantyoutobreakupwithhimand

becomemine.

Me:AndifIdon't?

Ichallenge.

Hekissesmycheek

Him:Somethingbadwillhappentohim

Me:Whatd-doyoumean?

Him:I'llkillhim.



**************************

Itwas7pm.

Ijustgotoffthepots

IwouldhavedishedupformyselfbutIdidn't

haveanyappetiteforfood

Iwaslayingdownonmybed,cryingmyheart

out

Itallstartedwithajog,Ithoughttomyself

IfIdidn'tgooutthatnight,Iwouldn'tbeinthis

messI'min.

10pmandIcouldn'tsleep,HowcouldIafter

thedayIhad?

BeingLiterallykidnapped,thenforcedtobreak



upwithmyboyfriend.

HowcanIbreakupwithSomeoneIlove?

HowcanIbreakupwithsomeoneI'velovedfor

almostayear

HowcanIbreakupwithsomeonewholoves

me

howcanIbreakhisheart?

Ijustletthetearsfalldownmycheek.

Mycellphonebuzzwithaincomingtext

GrabbingmyphoneIseeatextfromEnzo

-Heybabe,Wantedtomakesureyouarefeeling

better.Imissedyoutherestoftheday,can'twait

toseeyou.Goodnightxx-



Whenhecalledmetomeetupwithhimatthe

park,IhadliedtohimsayingIcouldn'tcomeout

becauseIwascomingwithfever.

Heboughtit.

-Feelingbetterthanksforcheckinguponmeí

½í̧� Missedyoutoobabe.

Goodnightâ�¥-

Ireplied

Puttingmyphoneundermypillow,gettingready

tofallasleep.

BeforemyheadhitsthepillowMyphone

buzzesagain

SmilingthinkingitwasEnzo



-heyprincessmissme?,hopeyouarethinkingof

awaytodumpyourlittleboyfriend,I'mgiving

you2daystogetitdone,ifyoufailthenyourso

calledboyfriendsufferstheconsequences

Reecex-

ThatAsshole,Imuttertomyself.

Pushingmyphoneawayfromme

IHATEHIM

IHATEHIM

IHATEHIM

IH-



OkyouprobablytiredofreadingthoseIhate

him.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom,openingthe

cabinetItookouttwosleepingpills.

Poppingtheminmymouthdowningthem with

water,Igotobedandwaitforthepillstokickin.

************************

WokeupSundaymorningandGotreadytogo

tochurchwithmymom

Iwasn'tthetypeofgirltogotochurchevery

Sunday

Iwentsometimes-don'tyoudarelookatme

likethat-

ButtodayIjusthadtogo

Ineedtopray



askGodtoprotectmefromthatAsswipe

Oopsí½í¹�

35+andIwasdone

MymomwaswaitingformeInhercar

Mom:HurryupAlonaorwegonnabelate

,Uyathandaubeuhleliespiliniuzilungisa.We

goingtochurchforgodsakenoteMall,You

cangowithyourpyjamasonnoonewillcare.

Me:Yeah..Right..Pyjamastochurch..verysmart

mom..verysmart..prettycoolifyouaskme.

Isaytoherchuckling

Her:Uhh..Letsjustgo

Igotinthecar,laughingmyassoffatherslipup



Irememberhergoingtoworkonedaywith

pyjamas,shewasinahurry

Andtheycalledherinthemiddleofthenightto

gohelpoutbecausetheywereinashortageif

staff

IremembereverydayoftheweekIteasedher

withituntilshegotirritatedandthreatenedto

takemyphoneawayfrommeforamonthifI

didn'tstop

Ineverbroughtitupagain,untilnow

Wellshebroughtitup.

*****************************

After2hoursofchurchservice.

Ihadtowalkbackhomebecausemomstayed

behindfor..wellIthinkitwasoneofthose

churchmeetings.



Itwasn'talongwalk,Ineededtoclearmymind

anywaysoIdidn'tmindwalkingback.

Onmywayhome,ImeetupwithEnzowhowas

withhisfriends.

Hedecidestowalkmebacktellinghisfriends

thathe'llcatchupwiththemlater.

Nowwalkinghandinhandafterhetookmybag

frommyhand,hewassweet

OneofthereasonsIlovehim,nowhowwasI

expectedtobreakupwithhimwhenhetreated

melikethis?

Him:So,howareyoufeeling?

Isnapoutofmythoughts

Me:Betterthantheotherday

Him:Good,Ihateitwhenyousick

Me:Becausethatmeansyouwon'tbeseeing



me

Hechuckles

Him:YeahandthatIwon'tbeabletodothis

HeleansintoKissme,deepeningthekissbefor
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Onmywayhome,ImeetupwithEnzowhowas

withhisfriends.

Hedecidestowalkmebacktellinghisfriends

thathe'llcatchupwiththemlater.

Nowwalkinghandinhandafterhetookmybag

frommyhand,hewassweet

OneofthereasonsIlovehim,nowhowwasI

expectedtobreakupwithhimwhenhetreated

melikethis?



Him:So,howareyoufeeling?

Isnapoutofmythoughts

Me:Betterthantheotherday

Him:Good,Ihateitwhenyousick

Me:Becausethatmeansyouwon'tbeseeing

me

Hechuckles

Him:YeahandthatIwon'tbeabletodothis

HeleansintoKissme,deepeningthekiss

beforeIpullawayandlookupathim

Me:Weinpublic

Igiggle

Him:So?,Iwannaletthemknowyoumygirl

Me:IknowIamandyoudon'thavetoworry

aboutthat.

OnlyifyouknewthatIwasforcedtobr-..



don'tstart,justenjoythemomentwhileitlasts.

Myinnervoicescoldsme.

Hewalksmetherestofthewayhome

*******************************

GothomeafewminuteslaterandIstarted

cooking

Monday

Iwasonmy4thperiodinclasswhenthe

intercombeeped

Askingforeveryone'sattention

MomentofsilencebeforethetheClarks'voice



washeard

"Alona"

-What?

"AlonaNgema"

-The

"AlonaNgemapleaseCometotheoffice"

-Fuck?

everyone'seyeswereonmeasIfIjustblurted

outthatIkilledsomeone



TheireyessecretlyaskingwhathaveIdone

hadnoidea

Iquietlygotup,excusedfromclass.

ImademywayoutandoffIwenttothe

principalsofficewithtremblingfeetandmy

pumpingheartreadytojumpoutofmychest.

Iknocked

"comein"saidthevoiceontheotherside.

Mademywayinside,myeyesmeetingthe

principal'sgazebeforeitfallstotheperson

seatedonthedesk



TosayIwasshockedwasjustan

understatement

Itookadeepbreathtryingtocalmmyself.

ItwasHim,Reece

Whatwashedoinghere?

Headmaster:Yourbrotherisheretotakeyou

home,hesaysit'safamilyrelatedmattersoI

didn'tbothertoaskanyfurther.Youareallowed

togohomeMsNgema

Me:SirIth-

IbegantosaybutIwasquicklyCutshort

Reece:GetyourbagI'llbewaitingforyouinthe

parkinglot.

Hesaidstaringatme,daringmetorefuse

Ijustcowerawayandquicklygotoutofthe

officetogotakemythingsfrominmyclass.



MeetingRomeo'scuriousgazein,Iquietlytell

himI'llcalllaterandtellhimwhateverhewants

toknow.

15minuteslater

IwassittinginfrontofReeceatMcDonald's

Havingastaringcontest

Icouldn'ttakehishardgazeanylongersoI

lookedaway,onceagaincowering

Ilookedathimagaintofindhim

smirking,satisfiedwithhispoweroverme

"Wipethatsmirkoffthatasswipe'sfacewitha

slap"Innervoicesaid



No!

Hechucklesinamusement.

Me:Whatdoyouwantthistime

Iaskedthroughgrittedteeth

Him:WatchyourtonePrincess

CalmdownAlona,Calmdown

Me:WhatdoyouwantReece?

Itryaskingpolitely.

Him:Awwyousee

Hecoosatmepinchingatmycheeks

Him:Thatwasn'tsohardnowwasit?

Islaphishandawayandglareathim

Me:Getyourfilthyhandsoffme!

Isayaloud,gettingnearbytablesattention

Him:I'vealreadyaskedyoutowatchyourtone

ofvoicewhentalkingtome,mypatienceis

runningout.



"Takeadeepbreath,Alona"

Nowletitout,it'llhelpyoufromstranglingthis

asshole"Myinnervoicetry'stohelpme

Him:NowenjoyyourlunchandIwilltalktoyou

later,whenyou'vecooledyourtits.

Istareathimwithwideeyes,hesmirksatme.

Pervert!

*************************

8pm

IhavejustgottenoffthephonewithRomeoand

nowIwasputtingmybooksinmyschoolbag

asIwasdonedoingmyschoolwork

Iwasheadingtothekitchentodishformyself.



Momwasn'thomeyetandshewasn'tcoming

backanyminuteorhoursoIwashome

alone,nothingnew

Iwasprettyusedtobeingaloneasmymom

wasaworkaholicandshemostlyworkednight

shiftscomingearlyinthemornings

OhI'vealreadytoldyouthat

-Sighsdramatically-

IwaswatchingsomemoviewhileIwaseating

whenmyphones'ringtonedisturbedme.

Pickingupwithoutcheckingthecaller

Me:Hello

Caller:Heyprincess

OhGod



Me:Doyouannoypeopleasahobbyorisitjust

yourpersonality?

Hechuckles

Idon'twaitforhimtoreply

Me:OhIt'sAlona

Him:IknowbutIprefercallingyouprincess

Asshole,Imumble

Him:Whatwasthat

Ihadafeelingheheardme,hewantedme

repeatitknowingdamnwellIwouldn't

Me:Nothing

Him:Thoughtso

Isigh

Him:Comeout

Me:What?

Him:Come.Out

Hesaidinhislowdeepvoicethatcouldscare



theshitoutofsomeone'sAssho-

StopswearingAlona!

Me:I'mnotslow,IgotwhatyousaidIjustwant

toknowwhy

Him:Iwanttoseeyou.

Me:No

Isaidwithoutstuttering,standingmyground.

Him:No?

Me:No

Him:OkthenI'mcomingther-

Andriskbeingstrangledtodeathbyyouinmy

home.

Me:OkI'mcoming

Hehangsup



Igotupandwenttoputmynowemptyplatein

thesink

Imademywayout,lockingthedoorbehind.

Hiscarwasparkedacoupleofhousesaway

frommine,atleasthehadsometypeofrespect

Inoticedthathewasn'tinthesamecarIhave

seenhimdrivingthesepastfewdays.

He'sleaningonitsmokingacigarette,throws

awaythehalfsmokedcigaretteawaybefore

turningtolookatme

Istop,standingfewfeetawayfromhim

Him:Ucimbauzothethanabaniumeapho?

(Whodoyouthinkyougoingtotalktostanding

there?)

Hetakesafewstepstowardsmebeforehe

grabsmebyarmandbringsmetostandin-



betweenhislegswhilehe'sleaningonthecar

IfonlyEnzowouldseemenow

Him:Haveyoudecidedonwhatitsgon'be?If

Hediesorlives,I'msureyoudon'twanthis

bloodonyourhandsthoughs-

DecidingIdon'twannahearmore

Me:NoIhaven't

Don'tpushhisbuttonsAlona

Him:TestingmypatienceIsee

Hechucklesslowlyshakinghishead.

Heturnsaroundopeningthedoor

Him:Getin

Me:Whereareyout-



Him:Isaidgetthefuckin

Healmostshoutatme.

Justimaginethatdeepvoice,scary Itellyou

Igetinthepassengerside,heclosesthedoor

beforemakinghiswaytothedriversseat.

35minuteslater,hestoppedthecarandtoldme

togetout.

Notwantingtopushhisbuttonsanyfurther,I

obeyed

Ifollowhiminsomedodgylookinglikehouse.

Openingthedoor,wefindsomeguyssittingata

table

Playingcardsanddrinkingwhatlookedlike

alcohol,beerstobespecific.

Ifollowedthroughalongcorridorwherewe

stoppedatadoor.



Openingit,hepushesmein

Me:W-whatamIdoinghere?,whatareyou

goingtod-

Iwasblindedbythelightthatwasswitchedon

intheoncedarkroom.

Takinginmysurroundings.

Ilookedaroundnervous,wonderingwhyhe

broughtmehere.

Myquestionwasansweredwhenmyeyes

landedontwoguyschainedtothechairsthey

weresittingin,theirfacesalmost

unrecognisable

Swollen,BruisesandBlood

Theyweretheoneswhoalmostrapedmethat

Friday

Reece:Seeyouhaveroughedthemup,Goodjob

..you'dmakeagoodmakeupartist

Heturnstolookattheguywhowasstandingin



frontofthetwoguys,shirtrolled,Fistswith

tracesofblood

Theychuckle

Him:I'llfinishthem,bringmemygunfirst

drawerinmyoffice

Theguygoesout

Me:Whatareyoug-goingtod-do?

IaskinaTremblingvoice

Him:WhatIshouldhavedoneFridaynight,I'm

makingthempayforwhattheydidtoyou.They

aregoingtoregrettryingtomesswithyouthat

night

Me:What?Noplease..don'tdothis,justtake

themtothepoliceI-I'llpresschargesbutplease

don'tkillthem.

Itriedtobeg.

Thedooropened,Theguygotin

Reecedidn'tsayanythingashetookthegun



fromtheguy

Him:Takeheroutofhere,don'tmanhandled

her

Hesayswithasternvoice.

Theguynodsasheshowsmeoutofthe

room,closingthedoorbehind

Iheardtwoloudgunshots

Screamingandcoveringmyears

Itwassilent

Scaredoutofmyskin

Me:Whatjusthappened?

Him:Yourmanhappened.

IwasstandingoutsidesobbingquietlywhenI

suddenlyfelttwostrongarmswraparoundmy

body..Reece



Him:Shhprincessyougoingtobealright.

Hesaidinmyear

Him:NowyouknowIdon'tbluff,thisistoshow

youthatifyoudon'tbreakupwithloverboy,he

willgetabulletinhisforeheadjustlikethose

twofuckers.

Me:H-howdoyouS-sleepatnight.?

Heshrugged

Him:Justlikeeveryone,Iputmyheadona

pillowandclosemyeyesandwaitforsleepto

overtakeme.

Hesmirks

SuddenlyIfeltdizzy,balancingwiththewalland

closingmyeyes,nowstrugglingtobreath..

Him:Idon'tlikeseeingyoulikethisprincessbut

Ijusthadtomakemypoint.

Hepicksmeupbridalstyle,nothavingany



strengthtofighthimIlethim

Hegentlyputsmeinthebackseat,puttinga

seatbeltonandkissingmyforehead

Beforemakinghiswaytothedriversseat..
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35minuteslater,hestoppedthecarandtoldme

togetout.

Notwantingtopushhisbuttonsanyfurther,I

obeyed

Ifollowhiminsomedodgylookinglikehouse.

Openingthedoor,wefindsomeguyssittingata

table

Playingcardsanddrinkingwhatlookedlike

alcohol,beerstobespecific.



Ifollowedthroughalongcorridorwherewe

stoppedatadoor.

Openingit,hepushesmein

Me:W-whatamIdoinghere?,whatareyou

goingtod-

Iwasblindedbythelightthatwasswitchedon

intheoncedarkroom.

Takinginmysurroundings.

Ilookedaroundnervous,wonderingwhyhe

broughtmehere.

Myquestionwasansweredwhenmyeyes

landedontwoguyschainedtothechairsthey

weresittingin,theirfacesalmost

unrecognisable

Swollen,BruisesandBlood

Theyweretheoneswhoalmostrapedmethat

Friday

Reece:Seeyouhaveroughedthemup,Goodjob



..you'dmakeagoodmakeupartist

Heturnstolookattheguywhowasstandingin

frontofthetwoguys,shirtrolled,Fistswith

tracesofblood

Theychuckle

Him:I'llfinishthem,bringmemygunfirst

drawerinmyoffice

Theguygoesout

Me:Whatareyoug-goingtod-do?

IaskinaTremblingvoice

Him:WhatIshouldhavedoneFridaynight,I'm

makingthempayforwhattheydidtoyou.They

aregoingtoregrettryingtomesswithyouthat

night

Me:What?Noplease..don'tdothis,justtake

themtothepoliceI-I'llpresschargesbutplease

don'tkillthem.

Itriedtobeg.



Thedooropened,Theguygotin

Reecedidn'tsayanythingashetookthegun

fromtheguy

Him:Takeheroutofhere,don'tmanhandled

her

Hesayswithasternvoice.

Theguynodsasheshowsmeoutofthe

room,closingthedoorbehind

Iheardtwoloudgunshots

Screamingandcoveringmyears

Itwassilent

Scaredoutofmyskin

Me:Whatjusthappened?

Him:Yourmanhappened.

IwasstandingoutsidesobbingquietlywhenI



suddenlyfelttwostrongarmswraparoundmy

body..Reece

Him:Shhprincessyougoingtobealright.

Hesaidinmyear

Him:NowyouknowIdon'tbluff,thisistoshow

youthatifyoudon'tbreakupwithloverboy,he

willgetabulletinhisforeheadjustlikethose

twofuckers.

Me:H-howdoyouS-sleepatnight.?

Heshrugged

Him:Justlikeeveryone,Iputmyheadona

pillowandclosemyeyesandwaitforsleepto

overtakeme.

Hesmirks

SuddenlyIfeltdizzy,balancingwiththewalland

closingmyeyes,nowstrugglingtobreath..

Him:Idon'tlikeseeingyoulikethisprincessbut



Ijusthadtomakemypoint.

Hepicksmeupbridalstyle,nothavingany

strengthtofighthimIlethim

Hegentlyputsmeinthebackseat,puttinga

seatbeltonandkissingmyforehead

Beforemakinghiswaytothedriversseat..

Hedrovemehome

AndIwasnowinmybedshakingandstillin

shockfromwhathappenedafewhoursago

Icouldn'tsleepbecauseeverytimeIclosedmy

eyesIcouldseetheirbatteredandbruisedface

Icouldstillhearthegunshots

Icouldstillseehisdevilishsmirkmockingme

NowIwashavingnightmares



**************************

Inthemorning

Wakingupinapoolofmyownsweat,Ilayon

mybedstill,Afraidofmovingandhavingto

wakeuptowhatwillbemyreality

Ifinallydecidetogetupandmakemywayto

mybathroomtotakeabath,AfterIgetoutIlook

myselfinthemirror

Redpuffyeyes

BagsunderthemremindingmeIdidn'tsleepa

blinklastnight

IlookedbadandIfeltbad



KnowingIhadtobreakupwithEnzobefore

Reecetookhimawayfrommeforgood.

Iworeagown,decidingthatIwasn'tgoingto

schooltodayImademywaytothekitchento

makecerealformyselftakingittothesitting

room

Makingmyselfcomfortable,watchingsome

cartoonsIbegintodugin

Minuteslatermymomappearswearingher

workuniform

Her:Goodmorningmybabygirl

Shekissesmycheek,engulfingmeinherwarm

armsmakingmefeelbetter

Me:MorningMom

Isayforcingasmile

Her:Youarenotgoingtoschooltoday,why?



Me:Notfeelingwell

Sheimmediatelysitsnexttome,puttingahand

tomyforehead

Aworriedlookonherface

Youcouldtellhereverything-myinnervoice

suggests

No,Ican'triskhergettinginvolvedinthismess

?WhoknowswhatReececoulddotohernow

thathe'sshownmehecouldhurtanyonewho

standsinhiswaytogetme?

Isigh

Me:Don'tworryyourselfmomItsjustafever

Ilie,forcingasmileagaintryingtoreassureher

thatI'llbeokay

Her:Icouldalsocallinsickandwecanstay



together,we'llwatchamovieandwarmyouup

abit,I'llmakeyouchickensoupandm-

Me:Mom,youcan'tkeeponbabyingme

Her:Wellyouarestillmylittlebabygirl

Me:Mom-Isigh-gotowork,I'llbeokay.

Shekeepsquiteforamoment

Her:OkayI'llcallinlatethenjusttomakeyou

thesoupandgiveyoupillstomakeyoufeel

better

BeforeIcouldprotest,shewasalreadyinthe

kitchen.

Lateron

Iwasdoneeatingthebowlofhotsoupand

downingacoupleofpillsthatwereputonthe

tablewithaglassofwaterformetotakebefore

shewentforwork.

*************************



IfellasleeponthecouchandIwaswokenup

byaknockonthedoor

Grumblingandgettinguptoopen

IwasmetbyRomeo,handingmesomeDonuts

inapaperbag.

HehadtextedmemeearlieraskingwhyIwas

absentfromschool,ItoldhimIwasn'tfeeling

wellandherehewas.

AwesomefriendIhave

Me:Youbunkedschool

Istatedmatteroffactly

Him:Ihadtomakesureyouwereokay,beside

beingpressurizedbyEnzotocomecheckupon

youbecausehecouldn't,goingforsoccer

practiceatsecondbreakhecouldn'tmissit

becausehiscouchwouldbeonhisthroatlater

on

Me:Yeahhetextedmesayinghe'llseemelater



Imoveoutofthewayforhimtogetin

Him:Oh,youlooklikeshit

Me:Thanks

Him:Itwasn'tacompliment

Me:Justleavemealone

Hechuckles

Him:Seriouslythough,what'sgoingon

Me:Fever

Him:Imeanwhat'sgoingonwithyoulately

?,don'tthinkaboutlyingtomeI'vehadenough

ofthatfromyouthesepastfewdays

YoucangetitoffyourchestAlonaoryoucould

letiteatyoualivetillyoubecomeaskeleton-

Notappealing.

IstarttellingRomeohalfofthestoryleaving



somethingsbehind,LikethepartwhereI

literallywitnessedamurderandReece'sthreats

Iwatchhimasheconnectsthedots

Him:He'shotthough,hecanqualifyonbeing

CalvinKleinmodel

Ilookathimwithmyjawhanging.

Trusthimgoingoffside

Me:IjusttoldyouthatI'mforcedintobreaking

upwithmy9+monthboyfriendwhomyouknow

I'mmadlyinlovewithandallyouthinkaboutis

howhotandhandsomethatAssholeis?

Hesmirksandlooksatmewithagrin

Him:Ididn'tsayhewashandsomethough,not

thatndiya'phikisabutitjustcameoutofyour

mouth

Ohmygod

DidIsayhewashandsome?



Blushingandfuriousatmyslipup,Itry

masteringaseriousface

Me:Getout

I'msuremyfacewasredasatomatorightnow.

Heburstoutlaughingtillhehadtearscoming

fromhiseyes

Iwaitforhimtofinish,lookingatmewithagrin

hetakesadeepbreath

Him:Onaseriousnotethoughmyfriend,what

areyougoingtodo?

Isigh,onlythingI'vebeendoinglately.

Ishrug

Me:I'llbreakupwithhim,It'sforhissafetyafter

all.It'llhurthimasmuchasit'llhurtmebut..I

don'thaveachoice

Him:Yougoingtotellhimtherealreason

behindthebreakup?



Ishookmyheadno

Me:Ican't,I'lllethimhavehisway Iknowhe

isgoingtothinkI'mbreakingupwithhimfor

anotherguywhoIapparentlyfindbetterthan

himandsoonbutit'sbetterthanw

WecontinuetotalkuntilitgotlateandIhadto

walkhimout

**************************

6pm

Iwassittingattheparkaloneonabench

waitingforEnzoafteritextedhimtomeetup

withme.

Iwasthinkingofawaytoapproachthe

situation.

Huggedfrombehind,smellingthefamiliar

colognethatIgrewtolike

Hewashere



Placingakissonmycheek,hesitsdownhis

armnotleavingmywaist

Him:Hey

Iturntolookathiseversmilingface.

Idon'tthinkIcoulddothis

Him:What'sthematterbabe?,areyouokay?

Maskingmyworriedfacewithasmile,Iquickly

nod

Me:I'malright,Ijustwantedtoseeyoubecause

Im-missedyou

Isaid,moreofaquestionthanastatement

Him:Youwouldtellmeifsomethingwas

botheringyouright?

ThisisyourchanceAlona



No!

HowcanItellhim?

Me:I'lltellyousomeothert-time,Ijustwantto

bewithyounow

Henodsandholdsmetohischest

WesitinacomfortablesilencetillIaskhimto

walkmehome.

Yousuchacoward-saysmyinnervoice.
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Followingday.

Istretchoutmyarm'sandletoutagroanof



sorts

Myeyestrailtomyphonethat'sblaringoutit's

usualalarm andIquicklysilenceit.

Makingmywayintothebathroom,Ifirstlookat

myreflectiononthemirror

Myhairallovermyface

Nobagsundermyeyes

BecauseIactuallyfellasleeplastnightafterI

tooksleepingpills,sononightmareshaunted

mydreamslastnightandIwasgrateful.

ButsoonerorlaterIhadtofindawaytodeal

withthemIcan'tactuallybedependanton

sleepingpills,Iheardtheycanbepretty

addictive

Isigh.



Continuingtostareatmyreflection

Yolooklikedeath-myinnervoiceonceagain

mocksme

Actuallyyoulooklike-

Stop!

Iopenthetapandwaitforittofillinbefore

strippingoutofmyclothesandstarttobath.

************************

IwassittingwithRomeoatsecondbreak

beforemy5thperiod,munchingonsome

biscuitshismombaked.

Everythingwasgoodsofar

IavoidedEnzothewholedayanditwaseasy



becausewehadnoclassestogether

IfeltbadthoughbutIdidn'tthinkIcouldface

himagainwithoutbreakingdown.

Iheardmycellphonevibrateinmypocket.I

takeitoutandnoticeIhadafewtextmessages

Babewhereareyou?

-Enzo

Youbetterhadbrokenupwithfuckboy!

-Reece

Iscrolldown

I'mpickingyouupafterschoolandyoubetter

bethere

-Reece



Asshole

Princess?

-Reece

fuckingreturnmytextsbeforeIloseit

-Reece

Wherethefuckareyou?

-Reece

IdeleteallhisMessagesandreplyto

Enzo's,puttingmyphonebackinmypocketI

getupandwalktoclassasthebellfor5th

periodrang5minutesagobutIwasbusywith

myphonesoIdidn'thearit



Romeohasalreadyleft,somuchforbeinga

bestfriend

5minutesbeforethebellringssignalingendof

schoolbutIwasalreadyoutoftheschool

gates,notwantingtofindReecewaitingforme

outsideschoolpremisesorEnzowaiting

outsidemyclass

Imademywayoutthegate,withnoinsight

Iwaswalkingalonetothetaxirankwhenacar

suddenlypullsuprightnexttome..ohShit

ThepassengerdooropensandReececomes

outlookingpissed

Itriedtorunbuthewastooquickasgrabbed

myarmwithadeathgrip

Me:Youhurtingmeletgo!

Iscreamathimbuthejustthrowsmeinthe



backseatandalsogetsin

Him:Drive

Hecommands,Ifollowhisgazeandseesome

guyinthedriversseat

Hedoeswhathe'stold

IturntolookatReece

Me:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?..Letme

out!

Icontinuetoscream,hecatchesmeoffguard

whenhishandgoesaroundmyneckandslams

mebackontheseathardMakingmyheadhurt

Itriedgettinghishandoffmebutitwasno

use,hewasstrong

Tearsstarttofalldownmycheek,Ilookathim

pleadingsilentlyforhimtoletgoofme

Looseninghisgripabit,helooksatme

Inhislowdeepvoiceheasks"DidIordidInot,

sayIwaspickingyouup"



Ikeepquiet

"Answerme!"Heyellsatme

Noddingmyheadaquickyes

Him:Doyoulikepissingmeoff?

Ishookmyheadno,prayinghewon'thurtme

anyfurther.

Hisgriptightenagainonmyneck

Me:Reece..p-please,letgoIdidn'tmeantoI-Iw..

Him:Yesyoudid!,UyenzengamabomuAlona

!(YoudiditonpurposeAlona)

Me:I-I'msorryReece,pleasel-

Him:Didyoubreakupwithhim?

Shit!

Him:Didyoufuckin'breakupwithhim!?

HecontinuestoyellandIflinchonmyseat..



Damnhisdeepvoice

Me:I-

Him:Didyou?,Yesorno

Me:N-no..b-butIw

Him:Turnthecararound

Me:Reece,p-pleasenoI'lldoitjustpleasedon't

hurthim

Ibegged

Helooksatthedriverandbarksathimtostop

thecarandleaveusforamoment

Thewassilence,buthisglarewhichwas

directedatmeputmeontheedge

Him:DidInotprovetoyouthatandixhomi,thatI

don'tgivesecondchances?

Icouldn'thelpbutsob,Iwassoscared

Quicklynodding..



Me:Youd-didb-butI-Ididn'tgetthech-,I'lldoit

butp-pleasedon'thurthim.I'lldoanythingyou

wantmet-todo

IsaidnotevenunderstandingwhatIsaid,Iwas

stutteringalot

Him:Anything?

Ijustnod

Hesmirkedashelookedatme

Him:Kissme

Igulped

Hislipsbrushedonmine,Itriedtomovemy

facebutheheldmyneckinplace

Him:Donotmove

Withaquicknod

Heforceshislipsonmine,kissinghimbackwith

tremblinglips

Hepullsbackandglaresatmewarningly,He

kissesmeagainandItrysohardtostopmyself



fromtrembling.

withonehandstillonmyneck,hisotherhand

wentdownmysidegoingundermyskirt

brushingmythigh

Me:Reecepleased-

Him:Shhprincess,I'mnotgoingtohurtyou

Hesaidremovinghislipsfrommineandkissing

myneck

Me:Stop,p-pl

Him:Don'tFuckin'tellmetostop,understood?

Iquicklynod

Him:Answerme!

Me:Y-yesIunderstand

Isayasmoretearscomeout

Him:Iwantyoubutifyoucontinuetopissme

off,I'mnotgoingtotolerateitb-

Hewasdisturbedbyhisringingphone



Hetakesit,withafewMmm'sandnods

Hesayshe'scomingtothepersononthe

phonethenhehangsupandturnstolookatme

Him:WearenotdonePrincess

Withthathecallstheguywhowasdrivingusto

comeback,Hegiveshimdirectionstomyhouse.

***************************

8pmandIwasstandingoutsidethenight

air,fewhousesawayfrommineandfewfeet

awayfromReecewhowasinhiscarwaitingfor

metorunintohisarmswhenI'mdonewith

whathewantedmetodo.

IwaswaitingforEnzo

IndeepthoughtsofwhatIwasgoingtodo.

Igotfrightenedjustbythepersonwhohugged

mefrombehindTurningtolook,IfindEnzo.

LeaningdownhetriestokissmebutIback



away,helooksatmewithhurtwrittenallover

hisfacebeforeitwasmaskedwithafaceof

confusion

Him:YintoniingxakiAlona?(what'sthe

problemAlona)

Me:I'msorry

Startingtocryonceagain

Him:Sorryforwhat?,whateveritisthatis

botheringyouyoucantellme,we'llgetthrough

ittogether..letmehelpyou

Ishakemyhead

Me:Youcan't

Him:whatdoyoumeanIcan't?,asl-

Me:Ican'tbewithyouanymore

Iblurtout

MomentofsilenceasIwatchhimprocesswhat

Ijustsaid

Him:What?



Me:I-I'mbreakingupwithyou,it'soverbetween

usEnzo

Moretearscomeout,AsmuchasIwashurting

himIwasalsohurting

Notwaitingforhimtosayanything,Iturned

awayfromhimandranbackhome

IwasfulloncryingwhenIgothome,Ignoring

mySupperintheovenIjustwenttolockmy

selfinmyroomandgotundertheblankets

whenmyphonestartedringing

ThenameReeceappearsonthescreen,Ipick

upnotwaitingforhimtosayanything

Me:Areyouhappynowyouselfishbastard!?

Iscreamathim

Him:Veryhappy,thanksforasking.

Ibethewassmirking



Throwingthephoneontheothersideofmybed

makingitfalloverbutidon'tpickitupanyway.

Iburymyheadundermypillowandprayfor

sleeptoovertakeme
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AMonthpassedsinceIhavetalkedtoEnzo.

IrememberthelasttimeItalkedtohim,Iwas

Comingbackfromschoolalonewhenhe

decidedtoaccompanymebecausehewanted

totalk

HewantedanswersonwayIsuddenlybrokeup

withhim,Icouldn'tanswerhim

Hewasdeterminedtogetthemuntilacar

pulledupnexttous

WatchingReecegetoutalreadyglaringatEnzo

Reece:AlonaMasambe.

Hesaidinhislowdeepvoice,tryingtomaintain



hisanger.

LookingatEnzowithwateryeyes,Iopenthe

passengerseatandgetinandReececlosethe

doorbehindme

IwatchhimleanintowhisperinEnzo'sear"If

youeverseeyounexttoheragain,i'llmakesure

youneverkickanotherfootballinyoulife"

thenhemakeshiswayinthecar

drivinginfullspeedleavingEnzobehind

Iwatchhisfacewrittenhurt,betrayalandmy

heartshatters.

Thiswasgoodbyeandhewillneverknowthe

realreasonforleavinghim,Allhewasgoingto

knowwasthatIbrokehishearttobewith

anotherguy.

AmonthwithoutreecethoughdefinitelywhatI

needed,Inthatmonthimanagedtoattendafew

therapysessionsandtheyreallyhelpedwithall



I'vebeengoingthrougheversince'he'(Reece)

cameintomylife

Inallthat,Romeowasalwaysbymyside

supportingmeinwhateverIwasdoing.

Iwasgettingmylifeback

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Fridaynight

Iwasawaitingthearrivalofmyoneandonly

brother,Ozshortfor(Ozamokuhle)

Hewascomingbacktolivewithusbecausehe

supposedlymissedus

Hardtobelievebecauseattheageof18he

decidedtomoveoutbecausemomwasdriving

himcrazyaboutgettingajob,hewastiredofthe

constantnaggingsoassoonashereachedhis

legalagehemovedout



Heapparentlyfoundajob,whichhedoesn'ttalk

aboutoften..Eitherwayhemakesalotofmoney

andhealreadyhashisownhouseandheisn't

injailordeadsoIguessitsareasonablejob.

Butnowhewascomingback

IknowIdon'tsoundhappyrightnow,youknow

why?

It'sbecauseheisaPainintheass.Don'ttell

himthatthoughhe'llkillme

Hewasover-protectiveofme,Anytimeanyguy

triedtotalktomeheusuallyscaredthemaway

andtheyneverstooduptohimbecausethey

weresupposedly'Scared'provingtomethey

werenotworthit

Inevermindedthoughwhenhewaslikethat,It

helpedwiththeneverendingfearofbeingtaken

advantageof.



ItwasuntilheleftthatIwasabletomeetup

withacoupleofguysinmyschoolbutnoneof

themItookserious

UntilImetEnzoIf-don'tgothere,myinner

voicestopsme

Isigh

Nevertheless,Ilovedmybrotherthough.

AsifonCue,therewasaknockatthedoor

AbigsmilegracesmylipswhenIknowwhoit

is,rushingtoopenthedoor

Heliterallykickeditopen

Iglareathim

Him:Yinto?(what),I'vegotthese(showingme

asportsbagandadufflebagonhisshoulder)

andtheyheavy.

Shakingmyheadindisapprovalbutcouldn't

helpthesmilethatthreatenedtoshow



Itookinhisappearance,hewasalmost

unrecognizablewithhisnewlook

Hisarmscoveredintattoos,remindingmeofR-

Don't!

Theysuitedhimthough,Inoticedanothertattoo

onthebackofhisear..Nice.

Me:What'swiththewholecoolbadboylook?,I

knowyou'vealwaysbeenbadbutIthinknow

youworse

Him:Isthatacompliment?

Me:Notreally

Him:Thanksanyway ,nowyougonnahelp

meorwhat?

Itookalookathimagain,he'schangedthatI

couldtellbutIdidn'tknowwhetheritwasa

goodorabadchange,forbetterorworse



Somethingwasdefinitelyupwithhim.

Ihughimbeforehetellsmetobackoff,hewas

alwayslikethatthoughbutIknewhesecretly

lovedmyhugs.

HegoesuptohisroomthatIcleanedearlier

on,hetoldusonlastminutesthathewas

cominghereafterallsohecan'tblamemeifit's

not100%

Notthatiteverwas,evenwhenhewasliving

here

Me:Dinnerisready

Iyellforhimtohear

Him:Coming

Hereplies

Itakeoutplatesandstartdishingforthethree

ofusandthenputtingmom'sfoodintheoven

Ozcomesinamomentlatersmellingtheair

Him:Imissedhome



Me:Youcanwashthedisheswhenwedone

Him:Itakethatback

Iloughathimwhilehepouts

Wedugincatchingup.

Hedecidestoleavelateronsaying'Shay'I

roundtoamajita'

Lockingthedoorbehindhim,Igotobedearly.

***************************

Wakingupinthemorningtogotoschool..

MylegsswingoverthesideofmybedandIget

upwithadeepyawn.

Makingmywaytothebathroomlazily

Iturnonthewater,waitingforittobewarm

beforestrippingoutofmypyjamasandgetting

intobath.



Ilookmyselfinthemirror,Asmiletakesmylips

asilookatmyself.

IleavemyroomtocheckifOzcameback

yesterdaynightornot

PushingthedooropentohisroomandRolling

myeyesatthetwonakedbodiesIseeinhis

bed,hewasinthemiddleofthetwowearing

nothingbuthisboxers

Myeyestrailedtothetwogirlsthatfound

themselvesinhisbedlastnight.

Iclosethedoormakingmywaytothe

kitchen,Decidingtogomakemyselfsomething

toeattopasstime,sinceIwokeupearly

Fixingmyselfacereal

Isitdownandwaitforit



Three

Two

On-

Angeredfootstepsbefore

equallyangeredvoicesareheard

Girl1:Ihateyou

Girl2:DeletemynumberyouAsshole!

Thenthefrontdoorslamsshut.

IlaughmyassofftillIalmostchockedtodeath

Quicklygettingupandrunningforaglassof

water,downingit..feelingbetter

Iwipetracesoftearsfrommyface

Puttingmybowlinthesinkandtakingmy

schoolbag



Imakemywayoutsatisfiedatwatchingmy

morningshowthatIwasusedtooverthepast

fewyears

Yougottalovemybrotherthough

"I'mabsolutelyscrewedforthisMathstest!,I

didn'tgetachancetopractice"

Romeowhinesaswewalktoour3rdperiod

Maths

Me:Youwerebusygettingdrunk,servesyou

right

Ismirk

Him:Somuchforbeingmybestfriend.

Ichucklewhileheshovesmeawayfrom

him,bumpingintosomeone



Quicklyturningtoapologise,butthewordswere

coughtinmythroatasIseewhoIbumped

into..Enzo,hewasinthemiddleofamakeout

sessionwithoneofmyclassmatesandIjust

disturbedhim

Myheartwasinp-don'tstart

Istopmyselffromfallingintodepression

Girl:Whatareyoulookingat?

Shesaysglaringatme

Iwasgoingtoapologisebutyouknowwhat..

Me:Idon'tknow,somethingugly?

Girl:Oh,I'mshamewasImeanttobe

offended?,theonlythingOffendedmeisyour

Uglyfacial

Me:You'reliterallytostupidtoinsult.

Enzowasabouttolaughwhenhisgirlglaresat

him,hecoversitwithacoughbeatinghischest



intheprocess

Romeodoesn'thideitthough,heloughswiththe

restofthecrowd

Headmaster:Alloffyouinclass,now!

Hisboomingvoicemakesusruntoclass

beforeheevenfinishhissentence

Hewasscarylikethat.

15minutesintheclass

WritingthetestineasewhileIwatchedRomeo

glaringattheceilingasifitwasgoingtogive

himanswers

Suddenlyheabruptlygetsup,gettingeveryone's

attention

HegoestoourMath'steacher,Mrs.Pillay.

Him:CanIgotothebathroom?

Her:Todowhat?



Him:Tolookfordragons,Whatelse?

Heasksinaduhtone,Makingeveryonelaugh

Her:I'mgivingyou5minutes

Suchapoliteteacherwe'veneverreallyseen

herpissed

Him:WhatifIwanttotakeadump ,Ican't

possiblydothatin5minutes

Hecontinuestopushherbuttons

Her:Romeo!

Shesaysinawarninglyvoice

Him:Juliet

MakingusLaughagain

Her:Ifyoudon'treallywanttogothetoilet,sit

down.

Decidingtogoout,Openingthedoorandnot

closingit

Her:Doyouhaveabacktailthat'sgoingto



magicallyclosethedoorforyou?

Him:Unfortunatelyorfortunatelyit'sinthefront

MamandIdon'tthinkitcan

**************************

Afterschool

PassingtimeattheMall,windowshopping

Whenadresscatchesmyeyes

Igoinsideandcheckitout,decidingIlikeitI'll

comebacktoLaybyeitonSaturdaymorningif

it'sstillgoingtobehere

Gettingsomepiesatcheckersbeforeweleave

forthetaxis,IsaymybyestoRomeoandwe

partways.

Gettinghome,Iopenwithmykeyandgetin

OzwasoutwithhisfriendsIguess,atleasthe



mademesomethingtoeat

Goinguptomyroomtotakeoffmyschool

uniform,Ichangeintosomedenimbumshots

andawhitebaggyvest

Imakemywayintothekitchenandtakemy

foodandgoeatinthesittingroom.

IhadnothingplannedandIhadnoschoolwork

thatneededtobedonesoIdecidedtotakea

nap.

***********************

Wokenupbymyphonesringtone

Ilazilypickitup

Me:Hello

Caller:Soisthishowyoursleepyvoice

sounds,princess?Cute.

Fuck!
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It'sReece

Him:I'moutside

Thenhehangsup

Iclosemyeyesforamoment,beforeIgetupto

switchonthelights

Checkingthetime

6:43pm

Imakemywaytomyroomtofreshen

up,makingsuretotakemytimejusttopisshim

offcauseIfeltlikehewasinagoodmood,why

notruinitwhenhewasabouttoruinmine?

Imakemywayoutside,seeinghiminadifferent

caronceagain

Leaningonithewasscrollingthroughhis

phone

Itakebabysteps,finallystandingacoupleof

feetaway..Ilookuptohim



Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:TskTskPrincess,that'snowaytogreet

yourManfriend(Boyfriend)

Me:MyManfriend?I'mtryingsohardrightnow

nottorollmyeyes,likereallyhard.

Imocklaugh

Him:Youdone?

Inod

Him:Yougotdroolonthesideofyourlips

Hesmirksatme

Quicklylookingatthecarmirror,almostterrified

ofwhatI'mabouttosee

Nothing

Asshole

"SowishthesepastthreeweeksyouwentMIA



youwerottinginhell."

HelooksatmeAmused

Oops,didIsaythatoutloud?guessIdid

Him:Imissedyou

Me:WishIcouldsaythesame.

Him:Youwoundmyheartsometimes,Princess

Me:Youhaveone?

Him:Y-

Me:LookIneedtogetbackhomeIt'salready

lateandIhavetocookformyfamily

Him:Youmeanyourmother,whoisstillatwork

andonlycomesbackearlierinthemorning?

Hesayssmugly

Me:Idon'treallyremembertellingyouallthat



information?

Him:WhatcanIsay,I'vegoteyesandears

everywhere

Me:Thoseeyesandearsofyoursforgotto

mentionthatnowIalsohaveabrotherwhose

goingtobearoundforawhile

Ismirk

Him:Youdidn'ttellme

Me:OhIdidn'ttellyou?,Wellitmust'vebeen

noneofyourbusinessthen

Him:Icouldactuallyputthatsmartmouthof

yoursintouse,eitherthanyouusingitforsnide

remarksdirectedatme

Hewinks

Catchingon

Me:Pervert

Me:Yourdickisthesizeofatic-tac.

Ichallenge



Him:That'swhyyourmomsmouthissofresh.

Myjawalmostdropstotheground

Me:I'mleaving

Istompoffandmakemywaytomyhouse

leavinghimlaughinghisassoff.

***********************

Followingday

Gettingoutofmyroom,Itookmyschoolbag

andmademywaytothekitchenwhereIfound

momandOzeatingpancakesforbreakfast

Me:Morningmom

Isaykissinghercheek

Mom:Morningbaby

Oz:I'malsohereyouknow

Me:MorningOz



Isaykissinghischeekalso

Me:Happy?

Him:Very

Hesaysmessingmyhair

Islaphishandawayandhesmirksatme

Isitdownandtakemyplateandstartdiggingin

beforeIquicklyrushoutrealizingIwasrunning

late.

Iwalktomyfirstclass,readytostarttheday

Inthemiddleoftheday,IgotatextfromReece

sayinghewaspickingmeupafterschool.

Hejustruinedmymood

Focusingonmyschoolworkfortheday,Ididn't



wanttothinkaboutabouthim

WalkingoutthegateReecewasleaningonhis

car,surroundedbyacoupleofgirlshewas

tryingsohardtogettobackoff,hewasirritated

Iwatchedwithasatisfiedgrinbeforehesenta

hardglaremyway

Imakemywaytohimwithaslowpace,just

killingtime

Iapproachhim..

Girl:Canweatleastgetyournumber?

Him:Idon'tthinkmygirlfriendoverherewould

appreciateit

Hesaysmakingthemallturnaroundtoglareat

me..

Woahshem..

Me:ActuallyIdon'tmind

Girl2:Really?



Me:Yeahsure,Imeanwhynot

IsaytakingoutmyphoneandcheckingReece's

numberwhichwassavedasAsshole,Callingout

thenumbertothegirls

Theythankmeandswaytheirhipsgoingtheir

waysquealing.

IlookatReeceandmeethisboredexpression

Him:Youneverfailtoamuse.

Me:Glad

Igetinthecarandslamthedoorshutwith

force

Inmyperipheralvision,Iseehimstaringatme

Hestartsthecaranddrive'soff

Him:Youwantmetogetyousomethingtoeat?

Me:No

Him:Istheanythingyouwant?

Ireplyagain,almostirritated



Me:No

Him:Suityourself

Idon'treplyIjuststareoutsidethewindow

watchingeverythinginablur.

FewminuteslaterInoticehe'snottakingmy

routehome

Me:Younottakingmehome?

Him:No

Me:Whereyoutakingme?

Him:No

Me:Where'sthat?

Him:No

Hewasjustmessingwithme,Idecidetoshut

mymouthandlethimbe.

Parkinghiscarinfrontofhishugehouse,he

tellsmetogetout



Didn'tfeellikearguingwithhimtoday

Makingmywayout,Ifollowhiminsidethe

housewherewefoundacoupleofguys

watchingthebigscreenplasmaTVdrinking

beers

Ishylygreetthem,standingawkwardlybythe

doorbeforeReecetellsmetofollowhimtohis

room

Whatwasheplanningondoingtome?

Me:IthinkI'llstayhere,godowhateveryou

goingtodothenmaybeyoucandrivemehome

Irant

Him:Itwasn'taquestion

Hesays

Theroomsuddenlybecomessilent.Deciding

nottocouseasceneIfollowhim



Gettinginhisroom,helocksthedoorbehind

andimmediatelytakesmebymywaist

Pushingmehardonthewall

Him:Don't.you.ever.disrespect.mein

front.of.my.friends.ever.again..Okay?

Hewhispersinmyearinaslowthreatening

voice

Iquicklynod

Him:Okay?

Heyellsatmemakingmeflinch

Me:O-okay

Him:Good,I'mtakingashowerthenI'lldriveyou

home

Notwaitingformyreply,hemakeshiswayto

hisbathroom

Sighing

Isitinacouchthatwaswaymorecomfortable

thanmyownbedthatIendedupfallingasleep



****************************

Idon'tknowhowlongIwasoutforbutanywayI

waswokenupbytwoangryvoices

Peekingoutfromtheblankets

"Soyounotgoingbecauseyouwanttobabysit

yournewpieceofass?Shedoesn'tevenwant

youforgodsake!,Idon'tthinksheeverwillafter

youblackmailedherintobeingwithyou.She

Stillhatesyouafteryousavedherfrombeing

forcedintobecomingawoman!,she'sjustan

ungratefulbitch"

Someguysaid

Okay,it'sobviousthattheyweretalkingabout

me

Isuddenlyhearajawbreakingpunch,making

meflinchasifIwastheonewhogotthe

punch..whoeveritissureneedsadoctorto



checkitout

IheardReece'sboomingvoiceyellattheguy."

IfyouevercallAlonaabitch,oranyothername

.Iwon'thesitatetoblowyourbrains

out!,brotherornot..Understood?"

Hesaysholdingaguntotheguyshead

It'shisBrother?

NowIseetheresemblance

Pressingthegunfurtherintheguyshead,he

hissedinpain

Guy:Okay,If-fuckenunderstand

Reece:AndDon'tyoueverraiseyourvoiceat

meeh?

Theguynods,lookingoverReece'sshoulder

Heglaresatme,makingmecowerbackinthe

coversthatstronglysmelledofReece



Iwasinhisbed

Reeceturnstolookatme,noticingnowthatI

wasawake

Helooksattheguyagainandtellshimtoleave.

Makinghiswaytome

Him:Howlongwereyouup?

Me:Longenoughtohearyouthreatentokill

someone

Itakemyphoneonthesideofthetable

checkingthetime

6:35

IcouldsayIwasatthelibraryifOzasksorifI

findmymomhome

Me:C-canyoupleasedrivemehome?

Him:FirstgetsomethingtoeatthenI'lldrive

youback



Me:I'mn-noth-

Him:I'llforcefeedyouifIhaveto,youhaven't

gottenanythinginthatflatstomachofyoursin

likewhat?,4hours.

Hewasalreadypissed,andIwaspissinghim

more

Noddingmyhead

Me:OkaythenI'lltakeabite.

Gettingup,Icheckmyselfforanysuspicious

thing

Ifindnothing,I'mrelieved

Igotohisbathroomtopee,brushmyteethand

whenIgetbackintheroom

Thewasalreadyaplateoffood

Askinghimtotakeafewbitesjusttomake

surehewasn'tpoisoningme

Hetakesthemandgivesmetheplate

Ieatafewspoons,whoevercookedthis



qualifiestobeachef.

WhenI'mdoneeating,Hedrivesmehome

...
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•Note:Notedited.

Fridaynight

IwaswithRomeoinmyroom.

Him:AlonacomeonIt'sgoingtobefun

Me:No

Him:Please

Hecontinuestobeg.

HewantedmetogotoapartywithhimandI

wasrefusing

Me:Whatifsomethinghappens.?,Whatifwe

togetintotrouble?,sothibesiyaphi?



Herollshiseyes

Him:Stopbeingacoward.Nothingisgoingto

happen..exceptmaybegettingdrunkand

meetingnewpeople

Ishookmyhead

Him:Youneedtolivealittle,beinglockedupin

yourroomreading'books'orwatchingmovies

whileeveryoneyourageisouthavingfunisnot

nice,Onedayyougoingtohavekidsandthey

willwanttoknowabouttheirmom'steenage

life.Whatareyougoingtotellthem ?thatyouw

-

Me:OkayOkayJeezIgetit

Isaystoopinghisrant

Me:Wecango,Onlythisoncethoughandonlyif

yourpromisethatyouwon'tgetdrunkandleave

mealonewithdrunkpeopleIdon'tknow

Him:Ipromise.

Hesaysashejumpsupfrommybedanddoes



hisvictorydance,kissingmycheekandrunning

tomywardrobe

Hetakesoutafewclothes

Me:Whatdoyouthinkyoudoing?

Him:Pickingoutsomethingforyoutowear

Hesaysinaduhtone

Me:HeyIcandothatmyself!

Him:Yeahsure,Iknowyou'vegotagreat

fashionsensebutyou'veneverbeentoaparty

beforesoIdon'tthinkyouknowwhattowear

Me:Ihavebeentoapartybefore.

Him:Yeah?Whenyouwerelikewhat..Sixyears

old?

Iglareathimasheinsultsmysocialstatus.

Him:Nowgofreshenup,weleavinginanhour

Heshooedmeaway

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



1hour+later,Wewerestandingoutsidethe

partyhause

Musicblaringinside

Stenchofweed,alcoholintheair

Somemakingout.

Me:Idon'tthinkweshouldbehere

IsaytoRomeo

Heignoresme,draggingmeinside.

Ithinkeveryoneherewashavingagoodtime

Grindingoneachother

Somealreadypassedoutonthecouches

LetmenotboreyouwiththedetailsMostof

youprobablyknowwhatgoesdowninparty

places.



2hourslater

6shots

Coupleofciders

Fewpuffsfromthehookahthatwasmixedwith

weed,Ithink.

Iwaswasted

Icouldn'tseeRomeoanywhereandIdidn'tcare

becausewellIwasstillhavingfununtilIstarted

feelingdizzyandIstumbledmywayuptothe

toiletsafterIgotthedirectionsfrom..Idon't

remember.

IwasgladwhenIfoundnooneinside,Ilockthe

doorandmakemywaytothesink

Splashingmyfacewiththecoldwater,Isit

downonthefloortryingtogathermyself.

Lookingformyphoneinmypocket,I'mrelieved



whenIfindit

HowIstillhaditwithme?Itbeatsme.

Switchingiton,closingmyeyesasthelight

fromitalmostblindsme

Scrollingdown

16missedcalls

2voicemessages

4messages

Andanincomingcallrightnow.

PuttingthephoneinmyearasIanswer'hello'

laughingatmystupiditybecauseIforgotto

presstheanswerbutton.

Lookingforthebuttononthescreen,Ifindit

Iwasabouttosayhelloontheothersidewhen

Iwascutoff

Him:WHYDIDYOUFUCKENSWITCHYOUR

PHONE?



Heshouts

Reece

Him:WHERETHEFUCKAREYOU?

Ishrug,Rememberingthathecan'tseemeI

giggle

Me:I-Id-on'tkn-(burp)knowwherethe(burp)

fuckIam.

Igiggleonceagain

Him:Areyoudrunk?

Heasksflatly

Me:I-don'tknowa-amI?

Him:WhoareyouwithAlona?

Heasksalmost..worried?Orwasitmeandmy

drunkstate

Me:AlonaisAlone.

Ilaughatmylameness.

Him:Where'sRomeothen?



Me:I-Idon'tknow,probablysomewheregetting

laid

Him:Howcanheleaveyoualoneinaplaceyou

don'tknow?(shouts)justgetoutofthereand

trytofindsomeonetogiveyouaddressand

don'thang.Umamele?

Gettingupsupportingmyselfwiththewall,I

unlockthedoorandgetout.

Stumblingacrosssomefewpeoplewhowere

drunklikemeormore.

IwaslookingforanyoneSomeonewhowas

maybealittlebitsober,whichwasalmost

impossible

Ibumpedintosomeoneonmystumbling.

Enzo

Him:Wowyoulookh-hot

Heslurs'outashecornersmeonawall

Him:It'sayout-turnedouttobeawhorethat



ratherfuckapossessive,psychoticobsessed

guyoverme.H-howquicklyyouopenyourlegs

forhimwhenI'vebeenwithyouforaboutayear

pretendingtoloveyoujustsoyoucouldlose

yourvirginitytome?

Hesaysplacingakissonthesideofmyneck

"Alona!,IswearifthatfuckertouchesyouI'll

kickhisass"

IhearReecethreatenonthephonebeforeit

fallsdown

Me:Ge-etawayfromme.

Enzo:LetsjustfindsomeroomsoIcanmake

youmoanoutmyname

Hishandgripsmybutt

Me:No!

Iyellathimtryingtoremovehishandbuthe

wouldn'tletgo

Him:You'vealwaysbeenastuckupbitch,One



ofthereasonsIdecidedtocheatonyou.You

didn'trealtythinkIwaswaitingforyouallyear

longdidyou?

Hechuckles

Him:Surelythat'swhatyouthought,thewayyou

weresocloudedbydesperationformyloveyou

probablydidn'tseeanything.Pathetic.

Hesaysashekissesthecornerofmy

mouth,bringingmyleftkneeuphigh

Iwatchashefallstothegroundclutchinghis

groin.

Ipickupmyphoneandkickhisside,satisfied

whenIhearhimgroanoutinpain

Irunout,ThankinggodasImetupwithsome

guysonmywayoutwholookedtobejust

arriving

Askingfortheaddress,Ithankthembefore

callingitouttoReecewhohadn'thangupall

thiswhile.



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

10+minuteslater

IwasalmostfreezingcoldasIwaitedforReece

outsidesittingonapavement.

Myeyesflutteringopen,thenclosingagainst

myownwill..Imanagedtoseeapissedof

Reececomingmyway

Relievedtoseehim

NeverthoughtI'dbeabletofeelthat

emotion,Maybeitwasthetracesofalcoholin

mysystem.

Rushingtome,hetakesofhisleatherjacketand

putsitonme

Feelinggratefulforthewarmth,hepicksmeup

andquicklybucklesmeinthefrontseatand



immediatelydrive'soff

Irememberhimputtingmeinhisbed

IwasguessingIwasinhishouseafterIsmelt

thefamiliarscentofhiscologne

Gettinginbehindme,heholdsmearoundmy

waist..cuddlingme

IlethimhavehismomentbecauseIKnowfora

factIfIwassoberandthinkingstraight,I

wouldn'tevenletthishappen

Myeyesshutcloseasmyheadhitthepillow,I

wastired.
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IwokeuptryingtogetupwhenIputmyhand

onmyforeheadfeelingheadachecomeon,It

feltlikeitwasgoingtoexplode

Idon'tknowwhetherIhadabigheadoritwasa

thingofthemomentbutIntlokoyamIbindisinda.

Ihissinpainasaquickpaincomesinsidemy

head,itleavesasitcomesthough

Me:Uhhithurts

Isayalmostwantingtocry

"Servesyourightforuhambauyozintyintya

ngotywala(goingandgettingyourselfdrunk)"

Reecesaysashecomesinthedoorwithatray

inhand,Cerealandaglassofwaterwithsome

tabletsontheside

Heputsthembymysideandtellsmetogo

freshenup

Igotupgoingtothebathroom,gettingunderthe

hotshowerItookmytime



Takingashowerwaskindofrefreshingforme

butitdidn'thelpwiththehangoverandI

couldn'terasethememoriesfromlastnight

Yeap,Isomehowremembersomeoftheevents

thattookplacelastnight

GettingoutofthebathroomwitharobeI

found,Noticingthebedwasalreadymade

andhewaslayingdownonitonhisback

staringintothinair

ClearingmythroatbeforeIspeak

Me:Canyoup-pleasetakemehome,Mymom

andmybrotherareprobablyworried.

MyvoicewastremblingandItwasweak,Iwas

feelingnauseous

Him:Theyaren't

Me:Whatdoyoumeantheyaren't,w-whatdid



youdotothem?

Heturnstoglareatme

Him:Youtextedthemsayingyouwerespending

theWeekendatRomeo'shouse,theywerecool

withit.thenyoutextedRomeoaskinghimto

coverforyoubecauseyouspendingthe

weekendatmyhouse,Remember?

Igaspathim

Me:Ididnosuchthing

Him:WellIdid

Me:Iwanttogoh-

Him:Justsitdownandstarteatingsothatyou

cantakethepills

Me:I'mnothungry

Him:Doyouwantmetofuckenshoveitdown

yourthroat?

Ijustkeepquiet

Inquickreflexeshegrabsmebymyarmand



throwsmetothebed

Takingthebowlinhishands,hefillsthespoon

withcereal

Bringingittomymouth,daringmetodenyhim

access

Islowlyopenmymouth,takingit..ThemomentI

swallowed,itcamebackup

Icouldn'tstomachit..rushingtothebathroomI

quicklyvomit.

Gettingupslowly,Irinsemymouthanddrink

somewater

Me:Ireallydon'twanttoeat,pleased-don't

forceme

Isayquietlybegging

Him:Eatatleast3spoons

Me:Pleasen-

Him:I'llbringyoufruitsaladthen.



Hesaysgettingupandleavingtheroom.

Isitonthebed

Hecomesbackwithit,forcingmetoeat

IeatandthistimeI'mabletostomachthe

contents

Him:Nowdrinkthese(givingmepills)and

sleep,you'llwakeupfeelingbetterthenyouand

Iaregoingtotalk

Hewatchesmetakethepills,makingsureI

downthem

Ilayonthebedandhecoversmewithawarm

fleeceblanketsandIletdarknesstakeover.

****************************

Wokeupearlierthatdayfeelingalotbetterthan

Iwasinthemorning.

Withthesuddenurgetopee,Imademywayto

thebathroomtodomybusinessbeforegoing



backtobedlayingdownonceagainwithno

meansofsleep

Him:ItwasFoolishofyoutogothatparty.

Hestartstosay.

ohGod(rollingeyes)

Me:PleaseDon'tstart,I'mnotinthemood

Him:Younotinthemood?

Helaughsindisbelief

Him:Uyandiqhelane?

Hewasquicktogetontopofme,withafirm

griponmyneck

Him:Goingtoaplaceyouareunfamiliarwithto

getdrunkandhigh..Noplansforyoutocome

back!andlettingthatfuckertouchyou

Me:Everythingyousayingisr-reallynoneof

yourbusiness,w-whatIdecidetodowithw-who

isnoneofyourbusiness



Tighteninghisgrip

Him:Noneofmybusiness?

Me:YouhurtingmeyouAssh-

Him:Iwouldn'tfinishthatsentenceAlonaifI

wereyouunlessyouwanttoseemereally

pissedoff!

Him:YouwilldoasIsayfromnowonAlona..IfI

tellyouyou'respendingthenightwithme,then

youare!JustlikeifItellyoutostayyourass

homeandnotbeoutwhereyoushouldn't

be,thenyoustayyourasshome..Gotit?

Istayedquietnotwantingtosayanythingthat

mightleadmetomydeath

Him:Ihateitwhenyoumakemerepeat

myself,(gettingloud)Iaskedifyougotit!

Me:Y-Yes

Smirkingatme

Him:That'smygirl



Gettingoffmeandlayingdownontheother

sideofthebed

Me:I'mnotyourgirl

Iblurtout

Him:Youbettershutyourmouth

Me:No!.IamnotyourgirlandIdon'tthinkI'll

everbebecauseyouknowwhy?,Ihateyou,how

canyouthinkI'lleveracceptyouafterallyou've

doneiscausemepainandgrief,youForcedme

tobreakupwiths-someoneIlove

Him:Andyoujustdiscoveredyesterdaynight

that,thatsamepersonneverlovedyouhejust

wantedtogetintoyourpants..letsjustsayby

forcingyoutobreakupwithhimIalsosaved

youfromaheartbreak

Me:Hedidn'tmeanthosethings,hewasjust

drunk

Idefendhim.



IcouldcarelessWhathethoughtaboutEnzo,

OnlywhatIthoughtabouthimmattered..I

chosenottobelieveallthethingshesaidabout

himneverlovingmeinthefirst..Hewasdrunk

afterallhedidn'tknowwhathewassaying

Maybehesaidallthosethingstohurtmejust

likeIhurthim,hedidn'tmeanthem.

Him:DrunkwordsaresoberthoughtsPrincess

ChoosingtoignorethisAsshole'swords,

Icontinuetogivehimapieceofmymind

Me:I'mthegirlyousavedfromtwosick

bastardsthattriedtorapeme,youdidn'thave

tobutyoudid..Sowhydoyoufeellikeyouhave

tomistreatandcontrolme?,don'tyouthinkit's

unfairthatyouhadtoforcemetobewithyou?

Idon'tfeelanythingbuthatred,feartowardsyou



nowhowcanyoubuildarelationshipwith

someonewhofeelslikethattowardsyou?

Threatenmeallyouwantbutyoucouldnever

forcemetoloveyouunlessmyheartsays

otherwise.

Itakeadeepbreath,feelinglikeaweighthas

beenremovedfrommyshouldersafterIsaid

that.

HeneededtoknowhowIfelt,thoughhealready

knew.

HestayedsilentlikeifheweretakinginwhatI

justsaidtohim

Him:Youlooksofuckingcutethinkingthatyou

hadasayinallofthis,DoyouthinkIgiveafuck

thatyouhateme?,there'sathinlinebetween

loveandhatePrincess...

Grabbingmychin,forcingmetolookathim

Him:IGetwhatIwantandwhenIwantandyou



princessisnoexception.

Thecornerofhismouthbegantocurlupina

smirk

Him:Nowthatisallsettled,letsgoandgetyou

somethingtoeat

Leaningin,hekissedmeonthelipsthenpulled

away

Myeyesbegintowater-ButIdon'tletmyself

cry

Hegrabsmywaistthenliftsmeup.Ididn'twant

himcarryingme

Me:Icanwalk!

Hejustglaredatme,Walkingoutoftheroom

DownthestairsandintowhatIassumewasa

kitchen

Settingmedownonthebar

Myeyesroamaround,takinginallthebeautyin



frontofme

Everythinginherewasbeyondtheword

beauty,soeleganta-

Him:Whatdoyouwantmetomakeforyou?

Turningtoglareathim,Ishrug

*******************

Ispenttherestofthedaywithhim,arguingand

makingsnideremarksdirectedtoeachother.

Hetookmehomethefollowingdaythough
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GoingtoschoolMondaymorningwiththe

meanstoavoidRomeoallday

Iwasstillangryathimforleavingmeinthat

place



MyplanwasruinedthoughasIwascomingout

ofmy3rdperiodclassheadingtomyownto

eatlunchandIheardhimrunningafterme

callingoutmyname

Him:Alona

Ignorehim

Him:Alona!

Hecallsoutpleadingly

Don'tgivein,Ignorehim-Myinnervoice

encouragesme

HefinallycatchesupwithmerightwhenI'm

abouttogetinmyclass



HimBlockingmyway

Iglareathim,Don'tknowwhat'swithmeand

glaringthough

Helookedworried.

Bringingmeintoatighthug

Him:I'msosorryAlona,Ididn'tmeantoleave

youalonewithnowayforyoutogetback

home..it'sjustthatImetthisreallycute

guy,whichIdon'tevenrememberhisnamenow

causeIwaswastedandI-

Ipulledawayfromhimandshookmy

Me:Iknewyouleftmeforsomeguy

Him:Pleaseforgiveme

Hepleaded

Me:YouleftmealoneinaplaceIdon'tknow

afteryoupromisedyouwouldn't.

Ididn'tevenwanttogotothatdamnparty,Now



I'mstandingherewithaachingheartbecauseI

metupwithEnzow-

Romeo:Ifyoucouldforgiveme.?

Lookingathim,Icouldn'tstaymadathimfor

long

Me:Fine

Hesighsinrelief

Him:Nowtell,whatdidEnzodo

Wegetinclass,findinganemptydeskatthe

corner

Wesitdownandtakeoutlunches,exchanginga

fewthingsbeforeItellhimwhathappenedthat

Friday

*************************

ThedayprettymuchendedquicklyandIwason

mywayhomeasschoolhasended



GettingoutthetaxiIwalkhome

AsIgetnear,Iseetwocarsparkedatthe

driveway..Onecarbelongstomybrotherand

theotherone..

Ohshit!

Whatthefuckishedoinghere?

Withaquickpace,Igetinsidethehouse

Ifindbothofthem(ReeceandOz)andsome

guy

Inthemiddleofsomething,Chattinglikesome

oldfriends,eachoneofthemholdingaglass

filledwithbrownliquidwhatIassumedwas

whiskey

TheykeepquietthoughastheynoticethatI'm



intheroom

MyheartbeatincreaseswhenImeethissmirk

Asshole

Oz:Heylittlesisyou'reback,Imadeyou

somethingtoeat..It'sintheoven

Nodding

Me:T-thanks

Isayalmoststuttering.

Goingtothekitchen,Itakemyplateandheadto

myroom..

Takingmyphone,IquicklytextReece

-Whattheheckareyoudoinghere?



2minuteslatermyphonebeeps

Cametoseeanoldfriend

-Reece

What?

Seemslikeyougoingtoseemyhandsomeface

alot,Princess

-Reece

Iscreamoutinfrustration,LiterallyBuryingmy

phoneundermypillow

Takingoffmyuniformbeforesittingontopof

mybedandstarteating



*****************************

IwascookingdinnerwithOz,Himfooling

around.

SlappinghisfingerawayfromthepotIwas

stirring

Him:Ouch

Hesayspouting

Me:Don'tdothat

Him:Itsmellsgreat

Me:Iknowbutthatdoesn'tgiveyoutherightto

dipyourfingerinit,Thatfingerhasbeenin

manydifferentpotss-

Heburstsoutlaughing,clutchinghisstomach

hestopstocatchabreath

Him:Didyoujustmakeasexjoke?

Me:Idon'tknow,didI?



Isaylookingupathimsmirking

Herufflesmyhair

Hewipesfaketearsonhiseyes

Him:Aww(cooes)yougettingsmart.(pullinga

seriousfaceon)IfIeverhearsuchthings

comingoutofyourmouthagainIswearI'llcut

yourhairoffwhenyousleeping

Ilookathiminnocently

Me:Ididn'tsayanythingbad,It'syouwhosaidI-

Iwascutshortbyaknockatthedoor

Him:Gogetit

Me:Whycan'tyougo?,don'tyoudarepullthe'

I'mtheeldest'cardonme

Him:Wellthat'sbecauseIam

Hesmirksatme

Istompmyfeetlikea6yearold,poutinglike

nobody'sbusiness



Him:Nicelydone,andhereIwasthinkingyou're

gettingmature

Ihearhimsay

Me:Shutup

Him:OhIwill,I'lljuststuffmymouthwiththis

deliciousstew

Openingthedoor,I'mmetwithReece'sface

Him:Heyprincess

Me:Justcomeinandshutup

Imumble

Hechuckles,shakinghishead

Him:Damn,Youlookcute

Hesayslookingdownatme,followinghisgaze

MyeyesopeninshockatwhatwasPeeking

underneathmygown

Myhotpinkbraandit'smatchingpent



Iwasn'twearinganythingbesidethosebecause

IjustgotoffbathingandIwaslazytolookfor

clothestowear.

Me:Pervert!

Hisdeeplaughtermocksme.

Irunintomyroomfacered,takingthegownoff

andthrowingonapairofgreyguttertrack

pantsandmywhitebaggyvest.

WearingmyfluffyyellowSpongeBobsleeping

shoes

Iwasabouttogetouttoeatdinner

WhenMyphonebeepswithanincoming

message

Can'tgetthatImageoutofmyhead

-Reece

Youknowwhat,IthinkI'mnothungryanymore.



Closingmydoor,Ijustgetinbedandletsleep

overtakeme
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Wakingupat5amWednesdaymorningtogo

forarunwithOz,Ifhewasstillupforit

IrememberhimgoingoutlastnightwithReece

fora"Coupleofdrinks"asheputsit

Wearingasportsbraandmyrunningtights,Igo

tohisroomtoseeifhewasawake

Openingthedoor,Iseehimsprawledonthebed

withsomerandomgirlhalfnaked

Déjàvumuch?

Shakingmyhead,Iclosethedoor

Takingmyspraygunfrommyroom,OffIwent...



**********************

Comingbackanhourlater

Itakeaquickshowerthenwearmyuniform

TakingmyschoolbagIHeadouttoeatcereal

FindingOzstandingwithhiseyesclosed

gulpingmilkfromitscartoon

Me:That'sdisgusting

Momgetsinafterme,smackingOzontheback

ofhisheadforputtingthemilkbackinthe

fridgeafterhejustdrankitfromitscontainer

Him:Ouch

Hesaysrubbinghisheadfromtheimpact.

Momtakesanapplefromthebasket,kissingmy

cheek

Sheleavesforwork,sheworkstoohardthough.

Him:Ithoughtyousaidwegoingforaruntoday.



?

Me:Iwentonmyown,didn'twanttowakeyou

upyouhadsomechickanyway..wheredidyou

golastnight?

Him:ReeceTookmetosomeclub,wegot

wastedandthenIcamehomewiththatchick

whileReecetookherfriend

Hesaysmunchingonaapple

Me:Sowhat'shername,thegirlwhofound

herselfinyourbedthismorning?

Waitingforamoment,tryingtoremember.

Waitforit-

Him:It'sNi-,NatalianoNatalieorwasitNatas-

?,ItstartswithaNthough

Ishookmyheadathim

Me:Canyoupleasedrivemetoschool

Him:Sureletmegetmykeys

Runningtohisroom



hecomesbackwiththekeysinhand,hetakes

mybagandIfollowhimtohiscar

10minuteslater

Hestopshiscarbythegate,hiseyesearching

thecrowd

Him:Canyougetmehernumber,shelookslike

agoodfuc-

Me:No,getthatthoughtoutofyourmindcause

I'mnotdoingit

Hechuckles

Quicklygettingoutofthecarmumbling"

Womanizer"walkingawaybeforehesays

something

Afterschool

IwassittingwithRomeoatMcDonald

Sippingonmystrawberrysmoothiewhilehe



hadchocolate

It'sbeenawhilesincewe'vebeenhere

Wewechattingaboutrandomstuffwhen

suddenlythewasclearingofthroat,turning

around

IseeEnzoInoticeafadingblackeyeonhis

faceandabustedlip

Him:CanItalktoyouforamoment

Ikeepquiet

Romeo:Ithinkthat'smycuetoleave.

Gettingupandtakinghisstuff,kissesmycheek

Romeo:I'llseeyoutomorrow

HesaysleavingmewithEnzo

"Traitor",Imumble

HesitswereRomeowassittingafewmoments

ago

Him:H-hey



Me:Hi

Awkwardsilence

It'shasneverbeenlikethisbetweenus.

Him:Icametosaysorry.Theguiltiseatingme

aliveforthethingsIsaidtoyouFridaynightat

thepartya-andImissyou

Hesays

Decidingtoignorethelastpart

Me:Whatyousaidandwhatyoudidthat

night,Itsunlikeyou..Ididn'texpectitfromyou.

JustgoawayIdon'twanttotalktoyou

Him:Ican'tleaveagain..

Me:Yousomehowsaidthatyoucheatedon

me,wereyoubeingseriousoryoujustsaiditto

hurtme?



Scratchingthebackofhishead

Lookinganywherebutme,Ijustknewhewas

beingserious

Him:Yesb-butItwasanaccident,Iwasreally

drunkandhappenedtowanttohavesex.You

neverwantedtodoanythingwithme,You

alwaysmadeexcuses..soIthoughtwhynot

satisfymyneedsonsomeonewhowaswilling

Me:SayingIwasn'treadywasn'tanexcuse

Isaidtohim,lookingathimindisbelief

Him:WellIwasready

Me:Youwereinarelationshipwherewewere

bothmeanttobeloyaltoeachother

Him:Youdon'tgettotalkaboutloyaltywhen

you'vejustdumpedmeforthatguy,howlong

hasitbeengoingfor?..whereyoualsofucking

himbehindmybackthenwhenitcametome

youwerenotreadyallofasudden?

Ibackslaphim,hejustindirectlycalledmea



bitch!

Notcaringabouttheeyesthatwerenowonus

Me:Whathappenedtoyou,it'slikeIdon'tknow

youanymore

Him:Youneverknewmefromthestart.

Hesaysgettingupandleavingmethere

stunned

**************************

IwaswithOzesittingroomwhilemomwas

cookingdinner.

Iwastryingtogetmybrotheroffmybackwhile

hepinnedmedown

Akneeonmybackandmyhandsheldtight

abovemyhead

Hewastryingtogetmetospitthelastblockof

chocolatewhichwashalfwaydownmythroat



Mombroughtitanditwasourfirsttimeseeing

andeatingit,Itwasreallygoodthat'swhywe

werecurrentlyfighting

Him:Takeitout

Me:No!,Igotitfirst

Isaytryingtogetoutofhisgrip

Heputhisfingerinmymouth,searchingforit

Eww!Thatfinger

Ibithimhardcausinghimtohissinpainand

immediatelytakeitout

Me:Mom,Ozistryingtokillme

Iscreamout

Mom:Ozamokuhle!Letgoofyoursisternow

Shesaysinastrainedvoice,shewasholdingin

alaughtryingtobeserious

Heignoresher



Mom:Firstonetothediningtablegetstheextra

pieceofchicken

Shetriesagain.

Hequicklygetsoffmeandrunstothe

kitchen,Momtripshimandhefallsdown

GivingmeachancetoQuicklypasshimandget

seatedfirstatthetable

Him:Mom,youbeingunfair

Hegrumblescomingtoseatnexttome

Momsetsourplatesinfrontofus,thankingher

beforeweduginhavingasmallchatwhich

endedwithmeandmomganginguponOz.

It'sbeenawhilesincewesatlikethis,Iwas

enjoyingthemoment.

Afterwehaddinnerweallwenttobed.



AnotherInsertlater
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Followingday

Ozjumpsupfromhisbeanbag

Him:Ha!,Iwononceagain

Me:Welly-

Him:Don'teventhinkabouttryingtodefend

yourself,Iwonfairandsquaremeaningyou

havetowashmylaundryandcleanmyroom

tomorrow.

Hesayswithahugesmirkonhisface.

MybrotherandIareplayingsomegameIdon't

reallyknowonhisplaystationinhisroom.

Ipunchhisarm,angryatwhathejustreminded



metodo

Heslamsapillowintomyface

Him:Someone'sasoreloser

Me:Eww,howmanyheadshavebeensleeping

onthatpillow?

Him:Toomanytoocount makesureyouuse

bleachwhenyouwashit,NowGetthehelloutof

myroomIneedtobathandgogetmom's

Grocery

Me:Youusingyourownmoney

Him:Yeahandnowyouowemehalfthemoney

wespentyesterday

Me:What?,No!

Him:Yes,justgetoutwelldiscussthiswhenI

getback.

Me:There'snothingtodiscuss,Ioweyou

nothing

Isaygettingupandgoingtothekitchento



washthedisheswejustmade.

***********************

OzleftfortownlateronandIwasjustdone

cleaningup.

Iranuptothebathroomtotakeabath

Puttingmyhairupinamessybun,Iwentto

wearmyoversizedjersey,tightsandmyfluffy

cottonwoolsocks.

Itwasrainingandcoldoutside,besidesIwasn't

planningongoinganywhere.

Iwentdownstairswithmyfleece

blanket,grabbedalreadymadepopcornsand

wentwiththemtothesittingroomwereImade

myselfcomfortableonthecouch.

IwasabouttoTaketheremotefromthecoffee

tablewhenIheardaknockonthedoor



Gettingupputtingthepopcornbagaside

Iopen

MeetingReece'ssmirk

Me:Ozisnothere

Him:Hellotoyoutooprincess.

HesaysleaningintokissmycheekbutIback

away

Him:WellI'llwaitforhim

Me:Idon'tthinkhe'llcomebackanymoment

fromnow

Him:MoretimeforyouandItohaveamakeout

session

Hesayspassingmeandgettingin

Me:Inyourdreams

Isayclosingthedoor

TakingmyfleeceIheadtowardsmyroom.



Makingmyselfcomfortableonmybed,Iswitch

onmytvandwatchmyfavorite..

SpongeBob,turningthevolumeupalittlebit

causetherainwasmakingabitofanoise

outside.

Reecejustbudgesinmyroom

Me:Whatdoyouwantnow?

Iaskalmostirritated

Helay'sdownbesideme

Him:Iwanttobenexttoyou.

Me:Youtiredofyourwhoresnowyouwantto

messwithme?

Helooksatme

Him:Ingenaphileuyithethayo?,whatareyou

eventalkingaboutrightnow?

Me:You..Oz,thatnightyouwentout..Bothof

yougottocomehomewithsomechicksnow



whydon'tyougotoherandleavemealone?

Him:Areyoujealous?

WasI?..No

Me:Whatno!Ijustmeantthatyougotsome

chick,shewaswillingtobewithyousoI-Idon't

understandwhatyoustillwantfrommewhen

youcouldhavehadher.

WasIevenmakingsense?

Him:WellIwantyou

Hesaystakingmyhandinhis

Helooksmestraightintheeyes

SnapoutofitAlona.

Isnatchmyhandfromhis

Me:Getout,OzmightbeonhiswaybackandI



don'twanthimfindingyouinmyroomandin

mybed

Him:Soyoudon'twantmetogetout,it'sjust

thatyou'reafraidofyourbrother?

Heaskssmirkingatme

Me:W-What?Nostoptwistingmywords,In-

(stoppingmidsentence)justpleaseleave

Him:Firstgivemeakiss

Me:No!

Him:Ohthenyou'rebrotherwillfindmehereon

yourbed..infact

Hegetsupandgetsundertheblanketsthis

time

Him:Underyoursweetsmellingblankets

Me:Idon'tcare,I'mstilln-

Cuttingmeshort

Him:Doyouknowthefirstthingthathe'llthink?



Ilookathim,wigglinghiseyebrows

Me:Eww,what?No!Hellno

Hechuckles

Him:Thenhe'lltellyourmom

Iglareathim

Him:T-

Me:Okstop,I'lldoit

Him:You'lldowhat?

Hesayslookingatmesmiling

Me:It

Him:Sayit

Me:I'llkissyou

Him:Put'want'inthatsentence

Itakeadeepbreathtryingtoholdinmyanger

Me:Iwanttokissyou

Isayinonebreath,IswearI'vealreadyturneda



darkshadered

Him:Wow,IknowI'vealwayshadgirlsthrowing

themselvesatmebutIneverthoughtyou'dbe

oneofthemprincess

Me:Canwegetthisdonesoyoucangetoutof

myroom?

Him:Iknowyoucan'twaittotastemylips

againPrincessasmuchasIcan'twaittosuck

onyours,butletssaveitfortonight.

Me:Huh?

Him:Yousleepingatmyhousetonight

Me:What?,NoI'mnot!

Iscreech

Him:Yesyouare,orI'llsneakintoyourroom

tonightandsleepwithyour.IswearI'llsnoreso

loudthatyourmomwillwakeupandcome

checkitout

Me:Youwouldn'tdare



Him:Dareme,I'llmakesuretoonlyhavemy

boxersonholdingyoufrombehind..NcNc,your

motherwillhaveaheartattackwhenshesees

herd-

Me:Enough!I-I'llsleepover,juststop

Him:Sure

"ManipulativeAsshole"Imumbleundermy

breath

Him:Whatwasthat?

Me:Nothing

Him:Thoughtsotoo

Hesayskissingmycheekbeforegettingupand

leavingmyroom.

Iwipemycheekwiththebackofmyhand.

Asshole

**************************



OzarrivedlateronandIwenttohelphimsort

outthegroceries,ImeanIsortedthemoutby

myselfbecausehedecidedtogowithReece

'somewhere'Ishouldn'tknow.

Decidingtocookearly

Macaroniandcheeseforsupper

IwasdoneanhourlaterandIdishedout,putting

Ozandmom'sfoodintheovenwhileIwentto

eatmineinmyroom.

ItextedMomtellingherthatI'msleepingover

atRomeohouse.

Sheneverhadaproblemwithmyfriendship

withRomeobecausesheknewthathewasgay

sochancesofmeandhimdoingsomething

whenwesleptoverateachother'shouseswere

zero.

Afterafewminuteslatershereplied



-OkI'llseeyoutomorrow .

IalsotextedOzamokuhle

ThenItextedRomeotocoverforme

Him:Don'thavetoomuchfun,Useprotection

..wedon'twantyoutogetpregnantyet

Althoughyoutwowouldmakecutebabies

Me:What,EwwNo!Wenotdoinganything

together

Romeo:Yeah..sure

Hetextedback

Me:Believewhatever

Itexthim

Finishingmyfood,Igorinsemyplate

Asifoncue,myphonerings



WipingmyhandsonanapkinIcheckthecaller

id

Reece

Idon'tanswer

Hetriestocallafewtimestillhegivesup

WellIthoughtsountilIheardaknockatthe

door,heletshimselfin

Heappearswithhisphoneinhandglaringat

me,hecallsmewhileI'minfrontofhim

andMyphonerings

Shit!

Him:Uyandinyelakodwawena.

Hesaysputtinghisphoneinhispocket

Reece:MasambeAlona

Me:Ireallyd-

Reece:Alona



Hesayswarningly

Walkingouttomyroomtotakesomeofmy

stuff.

Headingout,Ilockthedoorbehindmeandget

inhiscarslammingthedoor.
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SundaymorningReecedrovemehome

Iwasn'tplanningongoingtochurch,IdidsayI

didn'tgooftenafterall.

Momleftforchurchthough

SohereIwaseatingcerealcauseIrefusedto

eatatReece'shouse.



"Rememberourdeal?"

IturntolookatOz

Me:Whatdeal?

Iknewwhathewasreferringto

Him:Doyoureallywantmetoremindyou?

Heaskswithasmuglook

Him:Youhavetocleanmyroom,changemy

beddingandwashmylaundry

Me:I'lldoitsomeotherday

Him:Ah-Ahweagreedonyoudoingittoday

Isigh

Me:Fine

Isaygettingupandputtingmybowlinthesink

GoingtohisroomIopenthedoor,there's

nothingmuchtodo.

Isighinrelief



Me:IthinkIneedsomeglovestochangeyour

bedding

Iyellforhimtohear

Him:Idon'thaveanyIguessyougonnahaveto

useyourhands

Hesayslaughing.

Hewasenjoyingthis

IshakemyheadindisapprovalbutIstart

changinghisbedding.

RemovingtheBlanketsIcomeacrossan

alreadyusedcondom.

Yeses

******************************

AfterIwasdonewithhisbedding

Ipickedupsomefewclothesandwenttoput

theminthewashingmachine.



AboutanhourlaterItwasdoneandIwas

goingouttohangitupinthewashing,passing

ReeceandOzatthesittingroom.

WhenIgetbackfromhangingthewashing,Igo

uptohisroomtosortouthisclothesinthe

wardrobe

Iwasalmostdonewhenathoughtcrossedmy

mind

Takingoutafewofhisclothesandheadwith

themtothewashingmachine

Iputtheminandpourhalfabottleofbleach.

Iwatchedthewaterchangeintosomecolouras

hisclotheswereruined.

Smilinginsatisfaction,Icalloutforhim.



Hecomesinseeingthealmostemptybottleof

bleach

Hiseyesalmostpopout

Him:Didyo-

Hedoesn'tfinishasherushestowardsmeto

seethedamage

Him:MyFavouriteje-,Youdiditonpurpose!

Healmostscreamedatme

Me:Yeah,youwokemeupwithicecoldwater

FridayRemember..youdidn'tthinkIwasgonna

letitgodidyou?

Him:Iapologizedandyouforgaveme!

Me:WellIdidbutnow,Iwasbored

IsaidusingthelineheusedonmeFriday

morningwhenhedecidedtoshowermewith

icecubes

Me:I'mreallysorry,forgiveme?



IsayasIrunoutlaughing,hewasreadyto

pounceonme

Iranintomyroomandquicklylockedthedoor

behindme

"Shejustbleachedmyclothes"

IhearhimsaytoReece.

Reecechucklesbeforesayingsomething

Itunethemoutandgetonmybedtotakeanap

causeIwastired.

*********************************

Wokenupbyaknockonmybedroomdoor

Igetoffandthebedandwenttoopen.

"Yourmomsaysyouhavebeenlockedinyour



roomsinceshegotbackfromchurch"

Romeosaysgettinginandthrowinghimselfon

mybed

Me:Yeah,Ozwantstokillme

Him:Whatdidyoudothistime?

Istarttellinghim..

RomeoandIwerecurrentlychillingatthepark

Peoplewatching,whensomechickpassedby

glaringatme

InoticeditwasEnzo'sgirlfriend,theoneI've

onceexchangedafewinsultswithatschool

Me:Yintoni?Wandi'jongaIngathindinguK

wakho.

Her:AndinaKonjengawe.

Me:Damnrightawunaye,ndimhlegqithforuba

nguye



Romeoburstsoutlaughingandthechick

continuewithherwayleavingusinfitsof

laughter.

Catchingourbreathsandcontinuetositina

comfortablesilence.

UntilRomeodecidetobreakit

Romeo:HeeyazIwasabouttoaskwhat

happenedwhenyou'Slept'overatReecehouse

Heaskedmakingthewordsleptmoreclearer

Ilookedathisgrinningface

Me:Nothing

Ishrugged

Romeo:Sure,youspendthenightatahotguy's

houseandyoudo'Nothing'.

HeusedthattonethatsaidIknowyouarelying

Me:Youdon'tbelieveme?IswearI'mtelling

youthetruth,wejustsatthereandbickered



backandforthwhilewehadsomestaring

contest

Isaidlikeitwasanormalthingtodo

Romeo:Youdidn'tevenkiss?

Me:Whywouldwe?It'snotlikeweareina

relationshiporsomething

Romeo:Youtwoarejustplainweirdthen

Me:Ihatehim

Romeo:There'sathinlinebetweenloveand

hate

Me:That'swhathesaid

Iturntolookathimatthesametimehedidand

weburstoutlaughing.

LateronIaccompaniedhimtocatchataxi

homebecauseitwasgettingdark



Iknowitskindashort.Boring

Sorry
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IcamehomefromschoolMondaylaterthan

usualbecauseIhadtogotothelibrarytofinish

offsomeassignment.

TakingmykeyfrommyschoolbagIopenand

getinclosingthedoorbehind

IgostraighttomyroombecauseIdidn'tfeel

likeeating

TakingmyuniformoffQuicklythenchanging

intoabaggyshirtonlybeforethrowingmyself

onmybedtakinganapthatturnedoutwithme

fallingasleep.

WakinguplaterwhenIfeltsomeoneShaking

metowakeup



Groaningandburyingmyheadunderthepillow

"Goaway"IMumbledtowhoever.

"I'mcurrentlyenjoyingtheviewrightnowso

whywouldI?"

Adeepvoiceanswersmeback

Shit!

Slowlypeekingmyheadout,IseeReece

smirkingatmebeforemyeyestrailedtomy

body.

IscreechbeforejumpingoutofbedandQuickly

pullmyshirtdown

WhileIwassleepingitsomehowmanagedto

rideupexposingthesideofmythighandupper

bodyendingjustbelowmybraline,howthat

happened?Itbeatsme.

Iheardhimchuckle.

Icovermyselfupwithafleece



Him:I'llseewhat'sunderneaththeresomeday

anyway,whyareyouevenhidingit?

Iignorehisremarkandlookforsomethingto

wear,findingsometrackpantsandmanageto

wearthemwhileIhadthefleecewrapped

aroundme

Liftingmyeyestoglareathim,Hewatchedme

inamusement.

Hecametowardsme,snatchingtheblanketoff

mehethrewitonmybed.

Snakinghishandunderneathmyshirt,herested

itontopofmybra.

Movingitundersohecouldtouchmybreast

Iwasuncomfortable

Iputmyhandonhisarmtopullhimaway

Him:Getyourhandoffme!,Icantouchyouin

anywayIwantwhenIwant.gotit?

Hesaidinhislowdeepthreateningvoice



Imovedmyhandawayfromhim

Him:That'smygirl

Hesaystakinghishandsoffme.

Isighinrelief

Steppingawayfromhim

Me:Idon'tknowhowmanytimesihavetold

youthatIamnotyourgirl,youcouldhaveany

girlyouwantbutyetyouwanttheonewho

doesn'twantyou,whydidyouchoosemeto

torment?.Yousavedmeonlytothrowitinmy

faceanduseitagainstme,why?

Him:YoumayfeellikeI'mcruelandyoumay

hatemeb-

Me:Idohateyou

Him:Soyou'vetoldtoldmeandI'vetoldyou

thatIdon'tgivearatsassbecauseIwantyou

Me:AndIdon't

Him:AndIdon'tcare



Me:YouareapsychoticobsessedAssholeand

I-

Ididn'tgettofinishmysentencebecausethe

nextthingIknowI'mbeingslammedintothe

wall,makingmybackhurt

Iwinceinpain

Him:What.did.I.fucken.Say.to.

you.about.insulting.me?

HesayssolowIalmostdidn'thearhimthatis

howIknowitwasalljokesaside

Tearsrolldownmycheeks

Me:I-I'msorry

Bringinghishandup,Iflinched.Lookingupat

himIcouldalmostseehurtmaskhisfeatures

Histhumbwentundermyeyestowipeaway

thetears.

Him:Idon'twanttohurtyoubutifyoukeep

pushingmethenIwill



Takingadeepbreath

Me:Ozmightc-

Him:He'snotcomingbackuntiltomorrow.

Me:I'mgoingtoschooltomorrowsoIneedto

gettobed

Isaidtryingtogethimtoleave

Him:UbaufunandihambeAlona,yitsho.

Iswallowthelumpthatwasforminginmy

throat.

Hegoestomakehimselfcomfortableonmy

bed

Him:I'mstayinghereforabitthen

Me:Suityourself

Isaybeforemakingmywayouttogostartwith

cooking

Him:Whereyougoing?

Me:Idon'thavetoanswertoyou



Him:Ohyesyoudo,prettymucheverythingyou

doconcernsme

Me:Youmustbemyimaginaryfatherthen

Him:NobutonethingI'msureaboutisthatI'm

yourmanfriend(partner)

Me:Noyounotremember?,Idon'twantyouand

Icertainlyd-

Him:YoumaynotwantmeandIdon'tcare,butI

willalwaystakecareofyouunlikeyourlying

cheatingEnzo

Me:Enzolovedmeh-

Cuttingmeshortonceagain

Him:Hedid?

Laughingindisbelief

Him:Hewasfuckingsomeotherwhoresonthe

sidewhileheclaimedtoloveyou.

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat,Ididn'twanna

hearnomore



Him:truthhurts,butatleastyouknownowhe

neverdidloveyouandyoujustgottaexceptit.

Cuppingnyfaceinhishands,hekissesmy

forehead

Him:Iknowyoudon'twantmebutI'dnever

pretendtobesomethingthatI'mnot,I'ma

heartlesscold'Asshole'asyouliketocallme

andI'mnotgoingtohideit.

Reecewassomehowright,heishe'dalways

showedmehistruecolorsfromthebeginning

whileEnzowasawolfinasheepsclothing.

WasIthatblindedbylovethatIdidn'tsee

it?,courseIwasbecauseIthoughthewouldbe

thelastpersontothinkwouldevercheatonme

Howstupidcanalsobetothinkhewasperfect?

ThatthecouldbeathingasaPerfect

guy,Reeceprovesitwithhisactionsthatthere

isnosuch



Imayhatehimandmayhavetodealwithhis

possessivenessandthreatsbutAtleastIknow

he'llneverpretendtobesomeonehisnot,hisa

assholestraighttomyfacenotbehindmyback.

Me:Ineedyoutoleave

Him:Nowilldoprincess

Me:Please

Itrytobegastearsstarttorolloutofmyeyes.

Him:Wipethosetearsawayfromyour

eyes,now

Hesayssternly

ButIdon'tdowhathewantsmetodo

Him:ImnotgoingtorepeatmyselfAlona.

Grabbingmebymyarm,hestaresdownatme

Him:Now!

Heyellsashisgriponmyarmtightens



Quicklywipingthemaway,Ican'thelpitasthey

pouredoutmore

Him:I'mnotgoingtosaysorryabouthurting

yourfeelings,ItwaseitherIgetitthroughyour

headorIletyoubeindenial.Youcan'tavoid

betrayalbecauseyoudon'twanttoget'hurt',you

needtotakewhateverlifethrowsatyou

sometimesandbeabletofaceit.Now

Wipe.them.off.

Wipingeverytraceoftears

Heputhisfingerundermychin,makingmelook

upathimwhilehestareddownatme

Him:AwusePink(i)nje

Heteasesme

Ignorehim

Him:You'reshort

Ignorehim

Him:IwanttomakeyoumywifeonedaySoI'd



fuckyousenselessalldaylongandcomeback

tohititlateronknowingyouwaitingformein

bed.

Hecontinues

Me:Eww!WHAT?

Iscreechathimscrunchingmynoseindisgust

Helaughsatme

Ididn'twanttohearanythingnastycoming

fromhismouthnomore,turningaroundtogo

thebathroomtowashmyface

Hefollowsme

Me:Whyareyoufollowingme.?

Him:It'shardnotto,Youhaveahugesexyass

andIenjoytheviewsowhywouldn'tI?

Turningtoglareathim

Me:Whyareyoulikethis?

HeshrugsandIjustshookmyheadin

annoyance



Standinginfrontofthesink,Iopenthetapand

waitforthehotwater

Splashingmyfacewithitafter.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Iwasnowinthekitchencookingsomething

simpleandquick.

Reecewasstillhereandwouldn'tquitbugging

me.

Him:Whyareyouquiet?

Me:Thinkingofwaystokillyouandmakesure

noonefindsout

Him:Maybeyoushouldaskmeforsomeideas

Me:Ohyouranexpert,HowcanIforget

Ilookathimashe'sstaringatme..

Him:MasingaqhelaniAlona.



Hesayshisfacenowallserious.

Me:Xolo.

Isay

Hedoesn'tsayanything

Hisphonesuddenlyrings,breakingthesilence

Answeringit

Him:Ya,Ndihlelinalomntana.

Hehe,NaloMntana?

Him:Xelelalonjabaayindinikilewei,izodibana

namandandizuthethakanintsindizayidubula

inye.Xo

Hangingup,Helooksatme

IlookathimandShakemyhead,hehasno

shame.

Him:Yinto?(What)

Me:Ayonto.

Ididn'twanttosaysomethingthatmightpiss



himoff,notthat'llhelpthoughbecausewithhim

Everythingpisseshimoff

Him:Ikhonaintoofunauyithetha

Alona,thetha.(thereissomethingyouwantto

sayAlona,sayit)

Hesaysmatteroffact

Me:Haveyougotnoremorse?,thethingsyou

dotopeo-

Him:Idon'tbullshitwhenitcomestomydeals

orrunningmycrew.AnyonewhoBullshitswith

mewillpayforit,that'sthewayIamPrincess

getusedtoit.

Waitingforasecond

Me:Idon'thavetogetusedtoanythingyouAss

-

Him:Idareyoutofinishthatlastword

Hesays,hisfacestoic

HecomestowardsmeandItakeafewsteps



back.

Grabbingmebymywaist,heputspressureonit

Me:S-SorryIdidn'tmeanto

Him:Thatsorrywon'tbeenoughonedaywhenI

completelylosemytemperwithyou.

Hesaysbeforetakinghisphonethatheputin

thetableandmakeshiswayout

WaitingforafewminutesbeforeIgolockafter

him.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Strugglingtowakeupthefollowingday

Mom:Alonavukaoryougonnabelate

Me:Just2moreminutes

Mom:2minutesthataregoingtoturninto

another2minutesthenanhourandyou'dbe

deadasleep,Khawuvukemaarn



Iburymyselfmoreintomywarmblankets

Mom:Imadeyourfavoritepancakes

Me:Nowilldo

Mom:Ialsomadebacon

Me:Nope

Silentforaminute

Mom:I'llcallOzandyouknowitwon'tbea

pleasantwaytowakeup

Jumpingoutofbed

Me:I'mup!

Shelaughsatmeasshemakesherwayoutof

myroom

45minuteslaterIhadgottenreadyforschool.

Iwasnowonmywaytoeatbreakfast.

FindingOzalreadystuffingacoupleof

pancakeswithwhippedcreamonhismouth.

Theylookedgood.



Sittingdownonthechair,puttingmyschoolbag

besideme

Iopenthelidoftheplatethatwasinfrontof

me

Ozgetsuprunningout

Findingtheplatethatsupposedtohavemy

pancakesempty,NowIknowwhyhejustran

out

Me:Mom!

Mom:Ozamokuhle!

Oz:What?

Heanswerswithhismouthfullontheother

side.

andthat'showmydaystarted,withmehaving

toeatasnackbarforbreakfastbecausemy

brotheraccidentallyatemybreakfast..sure



likeIbelievehim.

IWasprettymuchgrumpyalldaylong

AndItwasworsewhenIwasdyingtogoto

lunch,leavingRomeobehind

PushingmywayinthecrowdtillIbumpedinto

someone

LookinguptooneofEnzo'sfriends.

"Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?,Watchwhere

yougoingyoubitch"

Hesaidgettingallangrywithme

Me:I'msorry

Him:Sorry?Isthatwhatyoualsosaidtoto

Him afteryoudidwhatyoudid?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Isaidconfused



Nowtherewasacrowdformingaroundus.

Greatjustgreat. Thisdaykeepsgetting

betterandbetterNOTETHESARCASM.

Him:Stopactingstupidyoulittlebitch,whydid

youbreakupwithEnzo!?

Istaredathimwithoutsayinganything

Him:Why?tobewiththatguy?whereyou

fuckinghim(Reece)behindhisback?

Me:That'snotwhathappened,IlovedEnzowith

allmyheart..

Him:Funnywayofshowingit,goodluckwith

beinghissidewhore

Slap

Hejustslappedme

Bringingmyfistuptoconnectwithhisface,I

don'tpaynoattentiontothepainthatshootsin

myhand.

Beforehecoulddosomethingthough,therewas



suddenlysomeoneinthemiddle..blockingus

fromtearingeachothershead

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Iendedupatthenurseroom,becauseIhad

strainedmyhandwhenIdeliveredthatpunch.

Nurse:Giveitaweek,itshouldhealaslongas

youtakecareofit..Ihavealetterof

recommendationswrittenforyou,youshould

takeittotheclinic..butthisointmentwilldofor

now.

Shesaidasshebandagedmyhand

Inodinunderstanding

Her:Neverhadacasewhereagirlpunchesa

boybefore,youmustbeprettystrongbecauseI

alsohadtonursehisnose.

Smirkinginsatisfaction,IgrewupwithOzafter

all



Her:YouMotheriswaitingforyoubythe

parkinglot

here'syourpassout,theprincipalgaveittome.

InodasItookit.

Suspendedfor2days

Itmightnotseemmuch,butforagrade12

learneritwassomethingbig.

ButatleastIhadRomeosurelyhewasgoingto

bringmenotes

WalkingoutoftheregateafterIshowedthe

guardtheslip

Igetinsidemom'scarandshedrivesoff

Shedropsmehomeandgoesbacktowork

sayingshe'lldealwithmelaterwhenshegets

home

'Uzofikandilele'IMumbledtomyselfwitha



smuglook

Her:EkugqibeleniAwuvumelekangauye

esikolweni.Icouldaskforadayoffngomso

ndihlalenaweiminiyonkendikuthuke,Ucimb'

untwsampuwena.

Yeses

....
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Gettinginsidethehouse

IfindOzsittingalone,aglassofsodainhand

andtalkingonhisphone.

Heimmediatelyhangsupwhenheseesme

Him:Wow,youbackearly

Idon'tanswerhim

Takingmein,hiseyeslandtomybandagedfist



Him:Yougotinafight

Hestatedsmugly

Me:Yeah

IsaidasImademywaytohim,sittingbeside

himafterIhadtakenmyschoolbagoff

Him:Umtsalengamabele?

Heasksashetakesasipfromhisglass

Me:Itwasaguy

Isay,chokingonhisdrink

Helooksatmeandchucklesinamusement

Him:Didyoubeathisass?

Me:Yeah

Pattingmyback

Him:Good

WeirdbrotherIhavehuh?

Me:Butnow,Momisgoingtobeonmycase

whenshecomesback.



IthinkI'lljustbakeherfavouritemuffins

Him:Asifthey'llhelp

Me:I'msurethey'lldotheirpart,I'llbeupinmy

roomforanap.Wakemeuplater.

Iseehimgrin

Me:Youknow,forgetthelastpartI'lljustsetan

alarm.

Hechuckles

Runninguptomyroom,Itakeoffmyschool

uniformandchangeintosomerandomclothes

beforegettingontopofthebed.

Wakinguplaterthatday

Ihadwokenupandwenttothekitchen

CheckingtheingredientssothatIcouldstart

baking,ThewereafewmeaningIhadtogoto

theshops

"Oz"Icalloutforhim

Him:Yinto?



Him:Awuna'bhuti'Khona?

Me:WhichoneshouldIanswerfirst?

Quiet

Me:CanyouAccompanymetotheshops,I

needtogetsomeingredients

Him:Woyikantoungahambiwedwa?,it'snot

likekulateohwoyikalantwanauyikhabileyo?

Me:Nob-

Him:Letsjustgototown,I'mlazytocooksowe

canalsogettakeaways.

Me:Sure,letmejustchangeintosomething

decent.

Isaytohimrunninguptomyroom

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

AfterwedidtheMinishoppingwewentback

home.



Iwasabouttogotothekitchentostartbaking

whenIgotaphonecallfromReecesayinghis

outside.

IhadwalkedpassOzwhowasstillbusywith

hislaptop

Him:Uyaphi?

Shit.

Think.

Me:Iuh-m forgottobuyvanillaessence,I'm

goingtogetitattheshop

Him:Oh.

Isighinrelief.

WalkingoutandtoReece'scarthatwasparked

afewhousesaway

Igetinslammingthedoorwithforce

Him:Hellotoyoutoo.



Me:Undibizelento?,makeitquickCouse

ndishiyeimbiza.

Lie.

Him:DoIneedareasonforuzobonaumntu

wam?

Rollingmyeyes,Ihuffinannoyance.

HepinchesmycheeksandIswathishand

awayrubbingthespot.

Him:YintoningoesandlenAlona?

Heasksinhisdeepusualvoicelookingatmy

bandagedfist

Ishrug.

Him:DamnitAlona!

Hebangsthesteeringwheel

Me:I-Ijustgotinafight.

Him:Fight?Withwho?

Me:Enzo'sfriend.



Him:ForntoniAlona?

Me:Itdoesn'tmatteritssortednow.

Him:Alona.

Hesays,warningly.

Me:Iaccidentallybumpedintohimhegot

Pissed,Hecalledmeafewnamesandthen

slappedme.Ipunchedhimandwebothended

upatthenurseroom,gotsuspendedandthat's

it.

Hesmirksatme.

Him:YouPunchedhim ?

That'sthehighlightofthesentenceforhim,

Ignoringtheimportantpart.Suspension

Him:ThenyouEvenbutYoutellmewhenthey

botheryouagain.

Me:Iwon't

Ilookathimglaringatme



Me:Webothknowwhatyougoingtodo.

Him:What?

Me:Shoottheminbetweentheireyes

Isaysarcastically

Hesmirksatme

Him:Thefactthatyouknowmesowellwarms

myheart,Princess.ButIwon't,I'lljusthavea

word.

Hesmirksatme.

Me:CanIgonow

Him:Hamba

Ohthatwaseasy.

OpeningthedoorIgetoutheadinghome.

Oz:Didyougetvanillaessence?

Me:Vanillaessence?

Ilookathimconfusedforaminute



Me:Ohu-uhNo,theydon'thaveitbutI'lldo

withoutit

Henods.

Ihadbakedthemuffins,2bakingpans

meaningthewere12ofthem

Later

Wewerefixingthetablebecausemomwould

arriveanyminutefromnow.

Oz:Youknowmomisstillgoingtokillyouright?

Me:Pleasejuststopremindingme

Oz:Shemighteventakeyourphon-

Me:JustshutupWillyou?

Helaughs

Hearingacarparkoutside,Iquicklygowaitin

frontofthedoor

WantingtowelcomemomwithalinethatI've



beenpracticingallafewlinesallthistimejust

tosoftenher

ThedoorOpens

Me:Mamayazib-

ButbeforeIcangoonwithmyrant

Inoticethatshewasn'talone,Behindherwasa

man

ADark-skinnedguyinasuit,Tallandalittlebit

buff.Youknowlikeoneofthosepeoplewho

workoutandhavevisiblemusclesnotthose

bulgingones

Me:Uh..umMolweni

Isaypolitely

"Hasmomkilledyouy..et"

Oztrailsoffashealsotakesintheguy.

Itwasunusualformomtobringaguyhome,

Wewereabitshockedandcurious

Mom:Umbabies,thisisLungelo.Lungelothisis



OzamokuhleandAlona

Lungelo:Ihaveheardalotaboutyouguys,nice

tofinallymeetyou

Hesaidsmiling

Awkward.

Mom:I'mnotgoingtobeataroundthe

bush,Nibadalaningaka.LungeloandIarein

a..uu-umrelationship

WOW

WestillkeptQuietsinoOzbecauseIthinkwe

bothhadnothingtosay,Notknowinghowto

react.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Prettymuchthewholedinnerwasjustawkward.

Nothingmuchwassaid,justexchangedafew

awkwardconversations..Iguesswewerepretty

muchtryingtoprocessthefactthatwemight

beseeinganothermanofteninthehouse



Lungelo:Thesearenice

Hesaidtakingabiteofthemuffinand

swallowing.

Mom:I'msureshe(me)madethem,It'sherway

oftryingtogetmetonotgiveheranearfulof

thefactthatshegotsuspendedinschool

Lungelo:Suspended?

Mom:Yeah,shegotinafight.

Lungelo:Shelookstoocuteforfighting.

Hesays

Cute?

IstareathimandthenextthingIknowwehave

aministaringmoment,lickinghisbottom

lip..Lookingatmewithamischievousglintin

hiseyesIquicklylookaway.

Mom:Veryunpredictable,bothofthemare

unpredictable.

Excusingmyselffromthetable,Ijusthadtogo



tomyroom

Ididn'tfeelComfortableallofasudden.

Oz:Chilloutmomisnotgoingtobiteyourhead

anymore.

Me:I-IumThinkmyhandisStartingtohurt,I

mighthaveuseditalot(fakingalaugh)Iforgot

thatIhadtotakeiteasyonit..Ijustwanttoput

anointment

Oz:Okaywantmetohelpyoualsomassageit?

Me:NoI'llbefine,Youcanstayandenjoyyour

foodbro.Iknowthere'snothingbetterthanthat

foryoutodorightnow,Ibetyouwerereally

hopingthatIdeclineyouroffersothatyoucan

justfocusonit.

Oz:Youreallyknowme

Me:Pig

Him:Tomboy

Me:As-



Mom:Alona!

Oz:Awukayigqibileuygxothelweeskolwenike

phof.

Hesaidpressing,hopingmomwouldreallybring

itupinfullforcethistimearound.

Me:Ireallyneedtogo

Isaidrunningoutandintomyroomandlock

myself.
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Friday.

MytwodaysofsuspensionwereoverandIhad

togobacktoschool.

Iwasalreadysortedwithmyschoolwork

becauseRomeohelpedmebybringingallwork

theyweredoinginclass.

NowhereIwasinsidetheschoolpremiseswith



mymombecauseshehadtosignsomestuffto

confirmthatIwaswasback.

Afterallthatprocess,Iwassenttoclassandit

wasalreadythe2period.

SittingnexttoRomeo,Icouldfeelacoupleof

eyesonme

Scanningallofthemandtheireyesimmediately

lookawayfromme,Iwaslookingforaspecific

personan-ohthereheisglaringatmewithhis

otherblack/blueeye

Smirkinginsatisfactionbeforeturningtolook

attheboardandcopydownthenotes.

FirstbreakandIwassittingunderatreewith

Romeoeatingourlunch

Him:IhavesomeAvocadosandwichifyou

want

Heoffered



Me:HowcanIsayno?

Takingitfromhim,Itakeabiteandmoanin

satisfaction

Lookingbackathimtotellhimhowgoodit

was,hewasalreadylookingatmewithagrin

Me:Yinto?

Him:Isthatthesoundyoumakewhenyou

doingthedeedwithReece?

Heasks

Me:what?,Uphambene.I'mst-

Him:Don'tgetsodefensiveIwasjust

wondering

Me:Justshutup

Igroanoutinfrustrationashelaughsatme.

Him:Doyouhaveanyplanswithhimtomorrow.

?



Me:NoIhaven'tseenhiminabout3days

Him:Youevencounting

Iglareathim,raisinghishandsinsurrender

Me:I'mactuallyglad.

Him:Somaybewecangotothebeach?

Me:Surewhynot

Isaygivinghimahugesmile.

Me:whatabouttransport?

Isaygivinghimahugesmile.

Him:Don'tworrymymom'snotworking

tomorrowsoshe'savailable,shealreadyagreed

anyway

Me:I'llmakeafewsaladsthen

Wediscussthingsweneedtodoandthebell

ringindicatingendoflunch.

AfterschoolIwaswaitingforOztocomepick



meupwhenIsawEnzoandsomechickbeside

him,hisfriendsbehindhimcomingmyway.

Nowstandinginfrontofme

Enzo:Iheardyoupunchedmyfriend

Iscoff

Me:Andwhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Enzo:Nothingactually,Ijustwantedtoknow

wheredoyougetthegutstoraiseyourhand

whenyoucan'tevenopenyourlegs

Hisfriendslaugh

Me:Nimuncuyazi?,HereIwasthinkingwewere

goingtohavesomeactionkantiyoujust

anotherbunchofgirlswantingaconfrontation

withme.

Lookingattheirshockedfaces,I'mabouttoside

stepthemwhenEnzopushesmeback,making

mefallbackbecauseoneof

hisfriendsthoughtitwasfunnytoputtheirleg



outtotripme.

"Yintoleshitniyenzayo?"

Ozwassuddenlybesideme.

Withoutsayinganything,theysprintofftheother

directionbecauseohwellitwasOzinfrontof

them.Whowouldn't?

Hehelpsmeup

Him:Zezaphiezantwana?

Me:Aroundphakuthiestratweni

Him:Uzon-

Me:JustpleaseleaveitOz,It'llmakematters

worseifyoudosomethingtothem.I'msure

they'llstayawaynowthattheyknowyoumight

beinvolved

Him:IswearIw-

Me:Ozplease?

Ibegtohim



Him:Fine!Buteveniftheybumpintoyou

accidentally,youtellme

Me:Youjustsaiditwillbeanaccident

Him:Idon'tcareyoutellme

Me:Iwill

Isaysmilingathimandhisoverprotectiveness

Gettinginhiscar,hedrivesoffheadinghome

•

Droppingmehome,sayinghe'sgoingout

somewherehe'llbehomeinafewminutes

Me:Oz

Him:I'mnotgoingkwezantwana

Ilookathim

Him:Iswear

Me:I'llbelieveyou,uMamaukhona?

IaskasIseethefrontdooropen

Him:Ha.a



Me:Thenwho'sthere?

Iaskhimconfused

Him:YourStepfather.

Withthathedrivesoffleavingmestanding

there

Headinginside,Ifindmysocalledstepfather

sittingonthecouch

Hisfeethangedonthecoffeetablewhilehe

hadanapple,greylaptopontopofhimtyping

whatever

Imurmuralowhello

Heturnstolookatme

Him:Heybabygirl,canyoumakemesomething

todrink?

Gomakeityourself.

OfcourseIdidn'tsayittohisface,Sayingafew

cursewordsinwardly



Inodmyhead

Passinghimtogotothekitchen,Icouldn'thelp

noticingthefewtattoosonhisbackashewas

wearingamusclesvestshowcasinghis

musclesIthought.

Puttingmybagatthekitchenbar

•

IwasstirringacupofteawhenIfeltsomeone

presence

TurningaroundtoseeLungelostaringatme,he

wasstandingatthedoorwayhisarmsfoldedin

hischest

Hiseyesnowmeetingmineaftertheywere

lookingbelowm-Noitsprobablyjustmy

imagination.

Hecomestowardsme,standingbesideme

Ihandhimhiscupoftea

Him:Iprefercoffee,stronganddarklikeme



Hesays,Decidingtoignorehislastlines

Me:Wellthenyoucouldhavetoldmebefore

Him:Youcouldhaveasked

Hesaysnotbackingdown,wantingtomake

surehesayssomethinglast.

WhenheseesthatIwasn'tgoingtoanswer

him,tharhewon..Hemadehiswayout

Pouringtheteadownthesink,Imakethe'coffe'

thathewanted

Goingtothesittingroomtogiveittohim,Iwas

toturntogouptomyroomwhenheaskedme

tostay

Sittingdownonthecouchoppositehis

Iwatchashetakesasipfromthecup,settlingit

downbeforelookingatme

Him:You'dmakeagoodwifeonedaythis

coffeeisgreat

Ok.



Him:Howoldareyou?

Me:17

Him:Oh,doyouhaveaboyfriend.?

What?

Me:Andyouaskingallthesequestions

because?

Heshrugs

Him:Yougoingtoseealotofmearound,the

leastIcandoisgettoknowyouthatwaywe

cangetalong

Me:Whatdoesmehavingaboyfriendgottodo

withit?

Him:Idon'tknowwhyyoumakingittobesuch

abigdeal,justanswerayesorano

Me:No

Him:Oh,soareyouav-

Me:NoNoNosiryoucan'taskmethosetype

ofquestions,NoIrefuse



Hechuckles

Him:Don'tcallmesir,youmakingmelookand

feelold

Me:Howoldareyou

Him:38

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughathim,MymothersBen

ten

Me:Thenwhatareyoudoingwithmymom?

Heshrugs

Him:Fucking

Istareathiminshock

Him:What.?YoujustaskedwhatI'mdoingwith

her

Me:I-Ididn'tmeanitthatway

Him:YoumeantlikeI'myoungandshe'safew

yearsolderthanme?,shedoesn'tevenlooklike

herage.Prettyhotifyouaskmesowhynotf-?



Me:IthinkI'veheardenoughalready,I'mgoing

tomyroom

Quicklygettingupandrunningtomyroom

beforehesayssomething.

Ichangeintosomerandomclothesbefore

gettingontopofmybedforanap.
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Wakingupthefollowingdaywithabody

hangover,youknow?Whenyourbodyistired

whenyou'vebeenworkinghardtheprevious

day

Goingtothebathroomtodomymorning

routine

I'mnotinthemoodtoplayhappyfamilytoday

soI'mnotgoingforbreakfast.

Tidyingupmyroom,Iwasinthemiddleoffixing



mybedwhenIheardsomeonetryingtoopen

thedoorJinglingthedoorhandle

"Alona"

IsighinreliefwhenIheardmybrothersvoice

Goingtoopen.

Igotohughimuntilhebrushesmeoff

Him:Heyindiyekewena.Whateveritisthatyou

want,Andinayo

Me:WhosaidIwantedsomethingfromyou,Isit

nowacrimetoshowlovetoyoursibling?

Him:Justcomeoutwithit,whatdoyouwant?

Me:IswearI'mnotgonnaaskyouforanything

Hegivesmethat'yeahrightyounot 'kinda

look,noticingthatI'mserious

Helooksatmeskepticallyasiftryingtofigure

somethingout

Him:Youokay?



Me:Yeahwhy?

Him:Youjustactingweird,Sincewhendoyou

lockyourdoor?.

Sincemom'smanstartedlivinginthishouse,I

findmyselfuncomfortablearoundhim.

Idon'tsaythatthough.

Me:Sinceyouoncewokemeupwithabucket

oficecoldwater,whoknowswhatyougonna

wakemeupwithnexttime?

Ilieeasily

Him:(Laughs)Uselapho?

Me:It'snotonlyaccidentsthataretraumatising

youknow?

Him:YouOverreacting,Aren'tyoucomingfor

breakfast?

IshookmyheadNo

Him:Why?

Me:I'mnotinthemood.



Him:You?Notinthemoodforfood?

Me:YeapNowgetoutofmyroomandleave

metoCleaninpeace

Him:What'supwithyou?

Me:What?

Him:What'sbotheringyou?

Me:There'sn-

Him:Don'tlietome,again.

Ireallydidn'twannacauseanyawkwardnessin

thishouse,butIhavetogetitoutofmychest

Me:Lungelo

Imurmurout.

Him:Whatdidhedo?,didhetrytohurtyou?I'm

goingtokillthatsonofabitch

Heshoutsashemakeshiswayout,Quickly

stoppinghim.Itugathimtogetinsidebefore

shuttingthedoor.



Me:Hedidn'thurtme

Him:Areyousureyounotly-

Me:I'mnot,Iswear

Helooksatmeforamomenttryingtofigure

outifI'mlyingornot.

Him:Thenwhatisit?

Me:I-It'sjustIfeeluncomfortablearoundhim,I

quietdon'tlikethewayhetalks,looksat

me(sigh)MaybeI'mbeingparanoid.Itsprobably

nothingmaybeitsmenotusedtohavinga

fatherfigurelikekindofaguyinmylife

Him:Don'thidingyourfeelingsandstop

brushingthemoff,youfollowyourgut

Inodinunderstanding.

Me:Idon'ttrusthim

IsayasIstarttofillhiminonthelastcoupleof

conversationsIhadwithLungelo.

WhenI'mdone



Hisallworkedup

Hisjawtwitching,Runninghishandthroughhis

hairinfrustration.

Him:I'llhaveawordwithhim

Me:OzNodon't,please?

Him:Why?

Me:Idon'twanthimrunningofftomomandthe

nextthingtheyfightingbecauseofme.

Him:Buth-

Me:Please?

Him:I'lljusttellhimtostayawayfromyou.

Me:Oz,youmakingthisouttobeabigdeal.

Him:I'mmakingthisabigdeal?Eziny'izinto

suzithathakancinciAlona.

Me:Justpleaseletitbe,Ifheeverdoesorsays

somethingthatisgoingtomakeme

uncomfortable.IpromiseI'lltellyoubutplease

justdon'tconfronthimaboutthis



MumblingunderhisbreathsomethingthatI

couldn'tquitecatch

Henods

Him:Okay

Ihadafeelinghewasjustsayingitformeto

getmetonottrytostophimindoing

somethingirrational

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ThatAfternoon,Iwassittingontopofmybed

readingsomenovelthatIgotattheschool

library.

IwassoengrossedinthebookthatIgot

startledbysomeonepushingthedooropen

withforce

QuicklylookingupfindingRomeoshardglare

Me:Ucimbakukwakhoapha?(Youthinkthisis

yourhouse)

Him:Kutheniungayiphenduliiphone?Ungase



uyigunxuleleetobhininjexaikudikile?(Why

aren'tyouansweringyourphone,Whydon'tyou

Flushitdownthetoiletifyou'retiredofit?)

Me:Wow!Hellotoyoutoo,I'mfinethanksfor

askingandhowareyou?

Him:DoyouknowhowworriedIwas?,Into

eyenzweyiboyfriendyakhoizolowasabit

scaryinfactheisscary/intimidatingand

indlelaomkengayo,sogqibaungaphenduli

phone.Ithoughtukukrwichewanyaandburied

youinthemiddleofnowhere,Besizoqalangaph

ukugrumbananemingxunya?And-(blahblah)

HerantsonthatIendeduplaughing

Ialwaysedfounditfunnywhenhetriedacting

pissed

Him:Youthinkthisshitisfunny?Qhekre

AmazinyoUyanyubaKumnandi?

Quicklyclearingmythroatandtryingtomaster

astraightface



Me:I'mreallysorryforswitchingmyphone

off,pleaseforgiveme?IwasavoidinguReece

Him:Huh?

Me:Wejusthadaminifight,Iconfrontedhim

aboutwhathedidbackatthebeach.Iendedup

sneakingoutOfhishousewhenhewasinthe

bathroom.

Itellhimwhatwentdownyesterday.

Him:Maybryoucouldtalkhimoutofhis

possessiveness,whathedidbacktherewasall

cuteandsexywhenhegotworkedupbutitwas

unnecessary

Me:Talk?,Hedoesn'tknowhowtotalkallhe

knowsistothreatenandstatefactsandyou

justgottofollowandlethisfinalwordbefinal

orthere'sgonnabe'punishment'ashesays

Him:Whatkindapunishment?(wigglinghis

eyebrows)lieflatonyourstomachwhilehand

cuffedtothebedinyournakedglorylikesome



FiftyshadesofgreyEroticSexScene?

Me:Get.Out.Of.My.Room

Isayslowlyandthreatiningly

Heburstsoutinlaughter,Hethinksit'sfunny?

Ipounceonhim,Stranglingtheshitoutofhim

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

LaterthatdaywhenRomeoleft

Ihadstartedcooking.IbindimnoOz

Momwouldbehereanymomentthough

IwasdoneandnowIwasdishingoutwhenmy

phonevibratesinmypocket,pullingitout

ItwasatextfromReece,sighinginannoyance

Idon'tdeleteitlikeIdidwiththefewothersI

openit

-Jongamntanandini,Ifyoudon'tcomeoutright

now,Wenzesureandizububonaobobuswana



bakho causendizokwenzelakakubi.-

Mxm.

I'mgoodatplayinghideandseek,I'msureI'll

makeaprettygoodjobatstayingoutofhis

sight.

-I'mwithmyfamilyrightnowanditsprettylate

I'mgoingtoschooltomorrowsoandinalo

ixeshaforwena,gobotheryourslutsuyeke

'umntana'loundim-.

Ipressthesendbutton

WheredidIgetthenerveAnyway?Shrugging

I'lloff.

Wewereprettymuchdonewithdinner,Iwas

justdonewashingthedishes

IthankedgodforLungelodidn'tshowup

today,Apparentlyhehadsomepaperworkhe



hadtogetdoneaccordingtomom's

explanation.

Momhadalreadygonetobed,Ozwasgoingout

Me:Don'tforgettouseprotection

Ismirkathim

Him:Umamaisbehindyou.

Hesayslaughing,IfrozeonmyspotasIhada

miniheartattack

Turningslowlytofindnoonebehindme.

Whydoeshealwaysoutsmartmewithhis

comebacks?

Closingthedoorinfrustration.

Igopourmyselfaglassofjuicebeforegoing

uptomyroom

Openingthedoorandlockingbehindme,Ithink

Iwasgettingusedtodoingso

"UcimbauCleverwenayazi"



IalmostdroptheglasswhenIheardthatdeep

voice.

Myfacewasofpureshock,rightnow.

Reece.
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Hadtopostthisbeforepostinginsert20

I'lltrytofixit,bepatient.

Sorryforcomplications

WakingupSaturdaymorninggoingtothe

bathroomtodomymorningroutine

Igotothekitchenforbreakfast

FindingLungelowithmom,abouttoeat

breakfast

Mom:Goodtiming

Igrin



Me:Where'sOz?

Lungelo:Asibonakaliaphakuwetheonly

importantthingonyourmindrightnowisyour

brother.

Yes,nowwhothefuckareyou?OfcourseI

don'tsaythat,beingthegoodgirlthatIam..

Me:Sorry,GoodmorningMom,Lungelo

Mom:Morningbaby,Yourbrotherdidn'tcome

backyesterday

NoodingmyheadasIgotositdown

Takingmyplatefromher,IthankherbeforeIdig

in

Mom:Youhaveanyplanstoday.?

Swallowing

Me:RomeoandIaregoingtothebeach

Mom:Nice doyouneedanything,money?



Lungelo:Idon'tmindgivinghermycard

Mom:That'llbeson-

Me:Actuallyno,thanks.I'llmakeasomesnacks

forhimandIandhe'llalsomakeafew

Mom:Andwhosedroppingandpickingyouup?

LungelospeaksupbeforeIcananswer

"Icanpickyouguysupafteryoudone"

ActuallyjustFuck.Off

Me:Hismom'IS'(makingitclearer)takingus

thereandwillalsopickusuplater

Mom:Okayallsorted,havefun

Shesaysasshetakesthelastbiteofhertoast

beforegoingtopeckherman'scheek.

Irollmyeyes

Mom:Areyouspendingthedayhere?

Lungelo:Yeah,Imightspendthewholeweekend



herebecauseI'moffwork.Onlyyoudon'tmind?

Shakingherheadno

Mom:Idon'tguessI'llseeyoulaterthen,Alona

comewithmybag

Shesaysasshetakeshercarkeysandshouts

outabyetohim

Takingthebagfromthekitchencounter,It

wasn'teventhat'It'forsomeoneelsetocarryit

butIknowwhysheaskedthough.

Watchinghergetinhercar,closingthedoorand

rollsdownthewindowasIhandherthebag

Beforeturningaroundtoleave

Mom:Alona,canItalktoyouforaminute?

Andthat'swhy.

Mom:AreyouokaywithLungeloandI

relationship?

No

Me:YesMom



Mom:Sure?

Inod

Mom:Youreallydon'tmindhimbeinghere?

Ido.

Me:NomomIdon'tmind.

Shepausesforamoment

Mom:ThenwhydoIfeellikeyoudon'tlikehim.?

Wellthat'sbecauseIdon't.

Ifeeluncomfortablebeingaroundhim

AndIfindhimCreepy.

ButIwasn'tgoingtotellherthat,Ididn'twantto

betheonetoblameifshedecidetobreakup

withhimbecauseIdidn'tquitelikehim..Iwasn't

goingtotakeherhappinessfromher.



Shakingthosethoughtsoutofmyhead

Me:Idomom.

Mom:Thenwhydidyoubrushhimoffwhenhe

wastryingtobenice?

Ishrug

Me:Ididn'twanttobotherhim.

Isaytoher,Iwatchherasshe'slookingatme

asifshedoesn'tbelieveme.

Me:Mom,Ireallydolikehim..it'sjustthatI'm

notusedtohavingastepdad.It'sallnewtome.

Mom:Okaythen,callmeifyouneedanything

Inodbeforemakingmywayinsidethehouse.

Lungelowasn'tinthekitchen

Ifinishthelastofmybreakfastbeforerinsing

myplate.

Openingthefridge,IlookforsomethingthatI



cantakewithmetothebeach

Afterpreparingandtakingthestuffintoa

mediumbasket,Igototakeaquickbath.

ChangingtomyWhiteswimsuit,Iwearasee

throughlongdressthathadaslitontheside.

Tyingmyhairintoahightightbun,Iapply

sunscreenbeforepackingmystuffinmybag

andIwasgoodtogo.

Ilookedproper,IsaidtomyselfasIlookedmy

selfinthemirrorbeforemakingmywayout.

BumpingintoLungeloonthehallway,helooks

atme..Headtotoe

Clearinghisthroatbeforehiseyesmeetmine

Him:Areyousureyourmomwouldn'tmind

seeingyouwearinglikethat?

Andwhoareyoutoask?

Me:No,Sheactuallyboughtitherself.



Isaypassinghim,Takingthebasketfromthe

kitchencounter

ImakemywaytoRomeo'smotherwaitingcar.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

20+minuteslater

Wehadfoundaspotandwewerecurrently

placingourstuffwellIwastheonedoingthe

placingbecausehewascheckingoutSome

guyswhowerenearourspot.

Romeo:Ohlookatthedarkskinone,damnhis

abscouldturnanystraightguygay

Hesaysashenudgesmetolook,butIrefuse

Him:OhIforgotthatyouseehotguys

everday,nothingnewtoyou

Me:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Him:Yourbrother?..Reece

Me:WellI'mnotcheckingmybrotherout

Him:SoitsReeceyoucheckingout?



Elbowinghisribs

Me:Stoptwistingmywords

Hechuckles

Him:Idon'tblameyouthoughforcheckinghim

out,he'slikereallyH.O.T

Me:Canyoujuststoptalkingabouthim?

Him:Why?,becauseitgetsyouhotdownthere

Hewinks

Me:Eww.what?

Him:Ittu-

Me:Justshutup

Him:Yourcheeksareturningred,'Princess'

Puttingmyhandsquicklytomycheeks,tocover

upthesocalled'blush'

Helaughshisassoff

Isigh

Me:Youhavealittlebitofadroolrightnowand



thatguyyouweretalkingaboutislookingat

you.

Hequicklystopslaughinghisfacenow

horrified,wipingtheimaginarydrool.

Him:What?

Hesaysturningtolookattheirdirection.

Thenturnstolookatme

Him:Veryfunny

Hesaysglaringatme

Me:Ithinkhe'scomingtowardsus

Him:I'msureheis(rollinghiseyes)Imeanwhat

ahotguycanpossiblyw-

Guy:SoyouthinkI'mhot?

Romeoalmostfrozeonthespot,slowlyturning

aroundtolookattheGuy

Romeo:I-Iumw-

Hestutters



Theguychucklesfindingthesituationfunny.

Guy:I'mLubabalo,andyouare?

Romeo:Me?I'muhuh..

Me:Forgivemyfriendover,hecanbevery

awkwardandshyaroundguysthathefinds'

hot'ashelikestocallthem.

NowRomeoisreallyglaringatme.

Ismirkathim

Me:HisnameisRomeo.

Guy:Romeo..andyouare?

Me:Alona

Guy:Prettynames,Doyoumindifmeandmy

guysoverthere(pointingatthreeguys)chill

withyou?

Romeo:

Me:Actuallywedon't,we'dlikesome

company..Imeanitsnotlikewe'reexpecting

anyoneIt'sjustthetwoofus



Iquicklysaybeforemyfrienddeniestheoffer.

Guy:OkCool,I'llletthemknow

Hesaysrunningofftohisfriends.

Romeo:Whatwasthatfor

Me:Andsuddenlyhecanspeak.

Ilaughathimashepoutsatme.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Aboutafewminuteslater,wewerereallyhaving

funwiththe3guyswhowelaterfoundoutthat

theywerestudent'satUCT.

LubabalowasbusyflirtingwithRomeoandI

waschattingwiththetwoguys,Thamiand

Bonile

Bonilewasfocusedonhisphonemostofthe

timethough

Thami:Soaprettygirllikeyouissingle?

Me:Yeah,justcameoutofabreakup



Thami:Hemustbeblindtoletsomeonelike

yougothen

Hesaysbitinghislowerlip,lookingaway

blushing.

Bonile:Dude,flirtallyouwantbutI'mgetting

hernumber

Thami:Nowyouwannacheatonzanele?

Hesmirksathisfriend.

Bonile:Wellyoucan'tblameme

Hesaysscratchingthebackofhisheadlooking

atme.

Thenquicklygoingbacktohisphonewhenhe

seesmelookingathim,hewaskindashy

Thami:Ohyeahwherewerewe?Sodoyou

mindifigetyournumbers

"Actuallyshemindsbecauseshehasa

boyfriend"



Turningaround,alleyesturntolookatthe

sourceofvoice.

Reece.

[11/08,12:53]+263772503508:
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Ohmygodwhatwashedoinghere?,howdid

heevenfindme?,washefollowingmearound

?Thesewerejustoneofmymanyquestions

Thami:Boyfriend?

Reece:Don'tmakemerepeatmyself.Shitface.

Hesaysinhisdeepvoice,makingThamigulp

in..fear?

Thamiturnstolookatmeconfused

Thami:Ithoughtyousaidyoudon'thavea

boyfriend?



Me:Idon't

Reece:Youdon't?

Heasksdaringmetosaysomethingthat'llpiss

himoffanddecidetodrownmeinthewater.

Me:WellIum..m-

Reece:MasambeAlona.

Me:Andifuni

Imumbled

Reece:Awufuni?

Heasks,givingmeachancetosayotherwise

Thami:LookDudejustletherbebecauses-

Reece:Dude?

Heasksshakinghisheadindisbelief,thenext

thingweknowReece'shandisaroundThami's

neck.Wealmostdidn'tseeithappen,itwasso

fast.

Punchinghimmakinghimbleedimmediately,I



thinkhisnoseisbroken

HewasabouttopunchhimagainwhenI

quicklygotupStandinginfrontofthem

Whichwasastupidthingtodobecause

becauseIalmostgothitbyReece'sfist

HayiNobabendi'zoyojikaesbhedlela.

Lookingupathimwhilehelooksdownatme

Me:Pleasedon'thurthimanyfurther,letsjust

go

ItsnotthatIwantedtogowithhimbutIjust

hadtobeforehecausedanyfurtherdamage.

Me:Please?

Itry,touchinghishandwithmytremblingone

Ihadtodoanythingrightnowforhimnot

topullouthisgunanddecidetoshootusall,he

canbepsychoticwhenhewantedto.

Heseemstocooloff



Him:I'llwaitforyouattheparkinglot

Inod

Hekissesmycheek,glaringatthamibeforehe

walksaway.

Quicklytakingatissuefrommybag,Itryto

cleanThami'snosebuthedoesn'tletme

Him:I'llbefinedon'tworryjustgo

Itakesomeofmystuffandputtheminmybag.

Romeo:Don'tworryaboutthebasket,I'lljust

dropitoffatyourhousetomorrow

Iknowbythat,itmeanthealsowantedtotalkto

me

Inod

Me:Willyoubefine?

Romeo:Yeah,I'llcallmomlaterwhenIwantto

go

Inod,gettingupwithmybag



Me:Callmewhenyougethome.

Henods

Turningtolookattheguys

Me:I'mreallysorryguysforwhatjusthappened.

Lubabalo:Naaadon'tworry.Weallhadagood

time,Maybewe'llhangoutsometime?

Inodnotwantingtosaysomethingthatmight

givehimfalsehope,causewhoknows?Maybe

Reecewillthreatentoshoottheirlegsoffifhe

seesmewiththe..

Gettingup,IsayanAwkwardbyebeforeleaving

them.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

45+minuteslater

Reeceparksoutsidehiscar

Gettingintofindacoupleofguys,theireyesall

onme..checkingmeout?



IwasnowsuddenlyuncomfortableinwhatI

waswearing

Reece:

Hedragsmeupinhisroom,

Him:Whatdoyouwanttodo?,watchamovie

andmaybecuddle

Iscoff

Me:Youtookmefrommyfriendsforwhat?,A

movieandacuddle..yeahright asifI'llagree

tothat

Him:Youcallabunchofhornyguysyour

friends?Alltheysawyouforwasagoodfuck

atpassover.

Me:I'dratherbewithaBunchofhornyguys'

thanbewithyourightnow.

Him:I'msureyoudo

Me:Whatyoudidovertherewasn'tnecessary



Him:Andiz'uqhelwazezintwanazakhomna

Me:Yekakenaweuziqhelisangazongobainto

oyifunaemvakwamayikho,goingaround

causingunnecessaryfightsjustforsomeone

whodoesn'tevenwantyou

Him:IfitmeansI'llhavetofightthemoffyou

thenIwill,Princess.RememberItoldyouthere's

nothingthatisgoingtostandinmywaytoget

you,naweloI'llfightyou

IfIhaveto

Rollingmyeyesathim,Iwassotiredoffighting

withhim

Him:WaRoll(e)lomehloayojikaenqentsuand

seeifIcare.

Him:I'mtakingashower,Wanttojoinme?

FoldingmyarmsIlookawayfromhim

Me:Mxm.

Iwasactuallyirritated



Withquickreflexeshehasmychininadeath

grip,forcingmetolookuptohim

Him:Uthi'Mxm'kubaniAlona?

Me:Xolo.

HeTsktskbeforelettinggoofme,Iquicklyrub

mychinbecauseitactuallyhurt.

Iwatchhimashewalksawayfrommetohis

bathroom,takinghisoffhisclothesontheway.

Assoonashe'soutofsight,Igoformybagthat

wasontopofhisbedthenopenthedoor

quietlyandgetout.

Makingmywaydownthestairs,myheartwas

thumping

Passingtheguysatthelounge,Iwasaboutto

openthedoortogetoutwhenoneofthem

decidedtosaysomething

Him:UphiuReece?

Iturntolookatthesourceofvoice



Clearingmythroat

Me:Upstairs

Him:Didhesayyoucango?

Me:Didhesayyoucantalktome?

Isaysmirking,nowIknowhewon'tdaretocall

ReeceandtellhimthatIwastryingtoescape

becauseI'dalsotellthathetalkedtome

NotthatI'dreallydoitthough,Ididn'twant

peoplegettinghurtbecauseofme

ButIwon'tstophimfromactuallythinkingthatI

wasgoingtodoitthoughbecausethiswasmy

onlychancetorunawayfromhim.

Ihearhimmutter"bitch"beforehegetsup

headingtowardsmeonewhenoneoftheguys

buttsin

"AK,Don't"

TurningtolookattheguywhoIonceheard

ReececallhimhisbrothersavesmefromAK.



Ohewasn'tbadafterall.

Notwastinganytime,Isprintoutofthehouse

andintothestreetstofindataxi

•••••••••••••••••••••

Arrivinghomelateron,IfindnooneandI'mglad

forthat.

Igotoputmystuffinmyroomandthen

comingbackdowntostartcookingsupper

Iwasalmostdonewhenthewasaknockatthe

door,Ialmostfrozethinkingitwouldbe

Reece.OhwellBendizm'tshisangala

mbiz'enyamaifhewouldtrytohurtme.

Goingtoopenanyway,IfindLungelostanding

there

Rollingmyeyesinwardly

Imumbleagreet

Him:UngaseuthulenjeXaungafuniubulisa?

Iignorehim,Hefollowsmetothekitchen



StirringthepotofBeefstew..Icouldfeelhim

standingrightbehindme

Mybodytenses

Him:Yourcookingsmellsgreat.

Healmostwhispersinmyear

Clearingmythroat,Imoveaway

Me:T-thanks.

Dishingoutlateron,ItwasjustmeandLungelo

sittinginanawkwardsilenceatthesittingroom

eating.

Tillhedecidestobreakit

Him:It'slikeeverythingaboutyouisperfect,

Yousmart,You'reyoung,Youcancook..Icould

goonalldaywiththecompliments

Hesmirksatme

Me:Arethosecompliments?



Him:Yeahu-

Me:TheyjustcomeoutAwkwardfrom

you,makingmefeeluncomfortable.

Isaytohimbeforegettinguptoputmybowlin

thesinkthengoingtolockmyselfinmyroom.

Changingintomypyjamasbeforetucking

myselfinmyblankets,takingmyphoneand

switchingitonandmessagesstartfloodingin

Ialreadyknewwhothey'refromwithout

checking,Reece.

Conformingmyguess,Iopenthefirstmessage

andyeap

Threatmessage

Deletingthemwithoutreading,Ididn'twanna

putmyselfindepression.

Asifoncue,myphonestartsringing

Reece'snameappearingonthescreen,Almost

jumpingoutofmyskin.



IletitringtillitstopsandIswitchitoffagain.

I'lldealwithhimwhenIseehim.
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Standingtherenearmywindowwasnoneother

thanReece

Inadarkclothingmakinghimlookmore

intimidating.

Washemourningmynowtobedeath?

Washeheretokillme?,Iknewhewascapable

ofdoingitbecauseIhaveonceliterally

witnessedhimdoingsomethinglikethat.

I'mindeeptrouble.



Iwasliterallysweatingrightnow.

Turningaroundquicklytoholdthedoorhandle

astogetout

Hisvoiceandwhathesaysstopsme

"IdareyoutoopenthatfuckendoorIswearI'll

shootthebackofyourheadsogqibandiphume

ngalandlelabendingenengayoandnoonewill

everknowwhodidit"

Hethreatened,Makingmethinktwiceaboutmy

nextmove

Turningbacktofacehim,IgulpasIlookathim

thenattheguninhishand

Hetakestwostepstowardsmeinablinkofan

eyehehadmebymythroat

IgotstartledbythemovethatIdroppedthe

almostemptyglassonthefloorcoveredwitha

thickmat,Luckythatitdidn'tbreak.

Itrytopryhishandoffmyneck,hewascutting

offmyairsupply



Me:R-eece

Icallouttohiminastrangledvoice

Heglareddownatme.

Heignoresmeashethrowsmeontopofmy

bed.Quicklyputtingmyhandonmythroat

rubbingitbecauseithurt

Icoughoutviolentlyastearsstarttofalloutof

myeyes

Him:YouranawayfrommeAlona

Hesaidinhislowdeepvoice,likeebengafun'

uthetha

Him:Youranawayfrom..me

Hesaysonceagain,hisvoicealmostlacedwith

hurt.

IthinkitthisthingwasmoredeeperthanI

thoughtitwas.

Him:UndishiyileAlona,Likeeveryotherperson

w-



Hestopsmidsentencefeelinglikehehadgiven

awaytomuch.

Whatwasallthisabout?

Gettingontopofme,openingmylegssohe

couldbein-betweenthem

Quicklyclosingmyeyesshut,afraidofwhat

mightfollow

Him:Openyoureyes

Ikeepthemclosed

Him:OpenyoureyesAlona!

Hewhisperyellsatme.

Openingmytearyeyestolookathim,hehadhis

gunpointedonmytemple.

Him:UfunaundishiyaAlona.?(Youwantto

leaveme)

Heaskedinthetypeofwaysomeonein

relationshipwithsomeonewouldask,likeifhe/

shewantedtobreakupwiththeother.



Butthethingisweweren'tinarelationship,he

thoughtwewere

AndyesIwantedtoleavehimButifIsaid

that,onlygodknowswhathewoulddoright

nowwiththegunonmytemple

Ishookmyhead,tremblingunderhim

Me:N-No

Istutterout

Him:SayitlikeyoumeanitAlona.

Musteringallmystrength

Me:N-no(Igulp)Idon'twanttoleavey-you-

Hewaitsforamoment,satisfiedwithmy

answer.

Him:Good

Hesaysashestaresatme

Liftinghishanduptomyface,Iquicklyclosemy

eyescoweringaway



Butinsteadhewipesthestreaksoftearswith

histhumb.

Him:Idon'twantyoutobeafraidofme.

Hesayswhisperinginmyear,nibblingmy

earlobe

Mybodyreacts

Puttinghishandonthesmallofmybacklifting

melightly,Ourbodiestouching

Hisotherhandremovingmyhairfrommy

face,Heleansinforakiss

Hislipstouchingmine,Idon'tkisshimback

though.

HepullsAwaylookingatmewarningly.

Bringinghislipsbacktomine,Ikisshimtrying

sohardnottotremble.

Nowputtinghishandin-betweenmythighs

brushingmysidesbeforehishandtouchedmy

part



Ialmostjumpupatthesuddencontacthis

handmade,lookingathimpleadingsilentlyfor

himtostopBecauseIwasuncomfortable

Hegetsoffme,andIsighinreliefbecausehe

didn'tputafight

Placinghisgunnexttothetableonhisside.He

laysonhisback,placingmeontopofhimashe

wrapshisarmsaroundmywaistNowmyhead

restingonhisfirmchest

Hekissesmyforeheadwhispering"Good

night,Princess."

Whatwasgoodaboutit?

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wakingupthefollowingdaytofindmyself

sleepingalone,Reecehadleft.

Gettinguptogetreadyforschool

Igotothebathroom,strippingmyclothesthat

smeltstronglyofhimremindingmeofthe

positionheforcedmetosleepinlastnight.



Gettingoutofthetub15minuteslater

WearingmyuniformandFixingeverythingthing

Igotothekitchen.

Findingmom,mybrotherandLungelo

RollingmyeyesinwardlyasIseehim.

ImurmuraGoodmorningbeforesittingdown

nexttoOz

Mom:Youlooklikeyoudidn'tsleepablinklast

night.

Me:I-Idid,it'sjustw-wearewritingatesttoday

andIstudiedallnightandsleptinthelate.

Ilie

LookingatOzwiththecornerofmyeye,he

probablyknewIwaslying

Mom:Yougonnanailit,don'tworry.

Igiveherasmall.

Oz:Doyouwantmetodriveyoutoschool?



Becauseyouwanttotalktomethat'sall.

Me:Sure.

Isay.

Afterbreakfast,wewenttohiscarandoffhe

drovemetoschool.

10+minuteslater

Wewereparkednexttotheschoolgate,the

wholeridewasquietexceptforthemusicthat

wasplaying

Mumblinga'thankyou'beforeopeningthe

doortogetout.Hestopsme

Him:Youmightbeabletolietomom

sometimesandgetawaywithit,butyoucan'tlie

tome.

Hestarted



Him:WhathappenedyesterdaynightafterI

left?

Ifoundyourfriendinmyroomwaitingforme

withagun.

OfcauseIdidn'tsaythat.

Ishrugged.

Him:Lungelo,hashetriedanythingonyou?

Ishookmyheadno,seemingrelievedhe

continued

Him:Thenwhatisit?

Me:Itsgirlstuff

Iblurtout

Me:There'sthisguythatI'mcrushingonandt-

Him:OkyouknowIdon'twannahearit,Justget

outofmycar.Ijusthadtomakesurethatyou

wereokayEnyenenyeAyindifuni.

Ichuckle,kissinghischeekandgettingoutof

thecar.



WalkingintheschoolgatesreadytoStartthe

day.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ThedaytookadragmaybeitwasbecauseI

wasn'tinthemood.

Afterschool,goingtothelibrarywithRomeoto

finishoffResearch

36+minuteslater

Stillinfrontofacomputer

Him:IthinkI'vehadenough,Ndidikiwemna.

Me:Weallmostfinished

Him:You'vebeensayingthatthepastfew

minutesAlona,Anywayitsnotlikeiduedateit's

soon

Me:Youknowitsbettertogetearlierdonewith

itsoyou'llhavesometimetoyourself.

Him:Whyareyousuchanerd?,Idon'tknow

whatReece'sseesinyoubesidethebeuty.



Me:Noweveryconversationwehaveyoujust

gottabringhiminit

Isay

Him:Whydoyousometimeshatetheguy?

Me:Notsometimes,Always

Him:Yeah

HesayswithahintthatsaysIdon'tbelieveyou

Him:Butwhy?

Ishrug

Becauseofthethingshedoestome

ButIdon'tsaythatthough

Ididn'tneedRomeotobeinmycasewhenItell

himthatReece'siskindaAbusive.

Me:Westartedoffonthewrongfoot

Him:Youalsohatehimbecausehemadeyou

breakupwithprincecharming?

Yes.Ignoringhimandcontinuetoprintoutthe



paperIwanted

Him:Itwasforthebestyouknow,Reecealso

savedyoufromaheartache(sighs)Idon't

knowwhyyoujustcan'tforgetabouthim

already.(Enzo)

Me:It'snoteasytoforgetaboutsomeoneyou

sharedsomuchmemorieswith,Idon'tcare

whathedidbutIknewheatleasttriedlove

me,Soexcusemeforbeingstuckonhim.It

mightbeeasyforyoutoforgetaboutsomeone

youfuckedlastweekend,youprobablydon't

evenknownorrememberhisnamebutit'snot

easytoforgetsomeonewhoyouspentmostof

yourtimewith.

Isaidgettingallworkedup

Him:Soyou'dstillgetbackwithhim ?

Me:YES!Andcanyougetbackwithyourone

nightstand?Nobecauseyoucan'teven

rememberthelastoneyouhad.Nowdon'tjudge

mebecauseyoudon'tevenhavetheslightest



clueonhowmuchI'mhurting.

Withoutansweringme,hegetsupandpackshis

stuffbeforegoingout.

Shit,Ishouldn'thavesaidthat

Ithinktomyself

Alsogettinguptopackmystuffandcheckout

,Idon'tseehimthoughhemusthavealready

left.

IhadtoapologizeIthinktomyselfasIheadto

thetaxis.

Gettinghomelateron.
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Wakingupthefollowingdaytogotoschool

Ihadleftthehouseearlywithouteating

breakfastbecauseIwantedtohavemoretime

totalktoRomeo

Ihadtriedcallinghimyesterdaybuthedidn't

pickup



Iwantedtostartthedayproperlyandputwhat

happenedbetweenusbehind.

Ihadwaitedforhimuntilthefirstbellfor

startingthefirstperiodhadrang

He'sneverlatesoIguesshewasn't

coming,SuddenlyIwasn'tinthemood.

Goingtomyclasstostartthefirstperiod.

Breaktime

SittingaloneatourusualspotIwastextingon

myphoneeatingasnackbarontheside.

IwasboredtoapointwhereIalmostwantedto

fakesickjustsoIcouldgohometowatchmyf-

"Hey"

Afemininevoicesays

Turningtofindherstandingafewfeetaway

fromme,apaperbaginhand

WheredoIknowherface?,OhIthinkshewas



amongstthosegirlsIgaveupReece'snumber

to.

Me:Hi

Her:CanIchillwithyou?

Me:Y-eahsure.

IsayAwkwardly,Wellitwasunusualfor

someonetocomejustcometomeandaskfor

achill

Wellitwasn'treallyunusual,Isomehowgot

usedtoituntilOzleft

TheyalwaysaskedtochillwithmesothatI

couldgivethemmybrother'snumberorsothey

couldcomevisitmyhouseinhopesofhim

beingthere

Ialwaysrefusedsotheyjustwalkedaway

provingtomehowfaketheywere.

Sittingbesideme,sheopensupthepaperbag

Offeringmedonuts,Itakeoutsomeandthank



her

Her:I'm Entle,shortforMbalentle.

Indeedshewas.

Caramelskin

Bigblackeyeshaircutshortwithalineonthe

side

Fullpackage,butthewassomethingabouther

thatIcouldn'treallyputmyfingertoo.

Me:I'mA-

Her:Alona

OneofthestrangestthingsIalways

get,someoneknowingmewithoutmeknowing

them

ShemusthaveseentheconfusedfaceIhadon

Her:Yourprobablythe'It'girleveryoneenvyso

prettymuchmostpeopleknowwhoyouare

Me:S-sure



Her:Sowhereisyourbestfriend?

Me:Absentandwhereareyourfriends?

Her:GotinaArgument,Asisathethisani.

Decidingnottopryinherbusiness,Ishutmy

mouthandnod

Her:Younotgoingtoaskwhatitwasabout?

Me:No,unlessyouwanttotellme

Her:Soyounotnosyandall?,Ithinkweregoing

tobegoodfriends.

Ishrug

Her:Canweexchangenumbers?

Me:Sure.

Isaygivinghermynumberbeforetakinghers.

Afterschool

Iwaswalkingalonetotherank

IhadspentmostofmytimewithEntle,Wealso

discoveredwehadsomeclassestogether



Shewasaprettycooltobewith.

Wepartedwaysafewminutesago,whileIhad

togetataxihomeShehadamonthlytransport.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ArrivinglateronendlinitofindOztypingaway

onhisapplelaptop

Igreethim

Me:Whatareyoudoingthatissoimportantyou

couldn'tpickmeup.

IaskasItrypeekingatthescreenbuthe

quicklyshutitclose

Him:Noneofyourbusiness

Hesmirksatme

Ishrugwhatever

Me:Oz

Him:Justbookedaflight



Me:Towhere?

Him:Noneofyourbusiness,I'llbegonefora

coupleofdays

Me:Wh-

Him:Howwasschool?

Heasked,changingthesubject.

Me:Justcool,thoughRomeowasabsentI

madeanewfriend

Isaysmilingathim

Him:Anothergay?

Me:Nope,it'sagirl.

Him:Isshepretty?

Heaskswigglinghiseyebrowsatme

Rollingmyeyes,IknewifIansweredthathe'd

nextaskforhernumber

Me:IthinkI'mgoingforanap.

Isaygettingup



IhearhimchucklebehindmeasIgotomy

room.

Changingoutofmyuniformtowearmy

favouritegreyguttertrackpantsandmywhite

baggyvest,Iwasn'tgoinganywhereanyway.

Throwingmyselfontoo,Isighoutloud

TiredIwas.

WakinguplateronwhenIheardmyphone's

ringtone

PressingtheanswerbuttonblindlyIlazilyput

thephoneonmyear

Me:Mhh?

"PrincessyouAlwayssleeping,I'dsaythere's

ReeceJnrgrowingInsideyourtummybutwe

haven'tfuckedyetsoI'mjustgonnasayyou're

tired"

Isighinannoyance



Me:I'mtryingsohardnottogagrightnow,

ReeceJnr?I'dprobablykillthatlittledevil

beforeiteatsmealive.

Him:AndthenseewhatI'mgonnadotoyou.

Rollingmyeyes

Him:I'moutside.

Me:Ngokundithini?

Him:SundinyelaAlona.

Hesaysbeforehehangsup.

Gettinguptogowashmyface,Ibrushmyteeth

andmakemywayout

6:32pm

Noonewashomebesideme.

Approachinghimashewasleaningonhiscar

thatwasparkedafewhousesaway.

Istandacoupleoffeetawayfromhim,folding

myarmsonmychest



Iglareathim

Me:Whatdoyouwant,Reece?

Him:Thewaymynamerollsofyourtongue,I'm

tryingsohardnottofuckyousenselessright

hereandnow

Hesaysashesnakeshishandonmywaist

bringingmetostandinbetweenhislegs.

Puttingmyhandontopofhistopullitoff

Him:Ungakheulinge.

Hesaysinasternvoice

Droppingmyhandtomyside,Ilookanywhere

buthim

Him:Idon'tknowwhenyougoingtolearnthatI

cantouchyouwhenIwant,howIwanttoand

anywhereandyouaren'tgoingtostopmeOkay?

Idon'tanswerhim,Puttingpressureonmywaist

Iquicklymutteroutaforced"Okay",OfcourseI

wasn'tokaywithit.



Me:Whycan'tyoujustbenice?

Him:Iwasraisednottoshowemotion,sobeing

niceisnotinmybloodbutI'mtryingsohardfor

youbutyoujustalwaysgottofindawaytopiss

meoff.

Isnort

Me:I'msureyouwereraisedunderaharsh

environmentmakingyouturnouttobethisAss-

whatyouaretoday.

Him:Sukhamis'uthyaleAlona.

Hesaysalljokesaside,seriousnessonhisvoice.

Me:Xolo

Igulp

Hishandmakingcontactwithmyflesh(under

myshirt),herubssmallcircles

Him:IbinjaniIminiyakho,Alona?

Hetries

Me:Cool



Hesighs

Him:I'mnotanexpectonthistypeofshitbut

aren'tyousupposedtoaskhowminewas?

Me:DependsifIwanttoknowornot

Henods,Runninghishandthroughhishair

Him:YouknowI'mreallytryingtobenormal

rightnow,tomakeuswork?

Me:Us?Thereisnousandtheneverwas,there

sooneryougetthatthroughyourthickskullthe

bettersoSuzibhanxa

Him:Inotherwordsndimlousis'bhanxa?

Hechucklesindisbelief.

Him:Yekautheth'unothandakumAlonabefore

ndikuyekisengosendikunya'thele.

Findingseriousnessinhisvoice,Ishutmy

mouth.

Him:S-

Hewascutoffbysomeonecallingouttome"



Alona"

TurningtofindLungelopeekingoutofthe

windowofhiscar,HewasaloneandIthanked

godforthat

HelookedatReecethenathishandsthatwe

undermyshirt.Quicklytryingtoshrugthem

out,heholdsmetight

Him:Iyaendlini,ngoku!

Heshouts

Reece:Don'tfuckentalktoh-

Itaketheriskofsteppingonhisfooton

purposejusttoshuthim

Me:It'smystepdad(note:sarcasm),soplease

takeyourhandsoffbeforeyougetmein

trouble

Iwhisperathim

Hedoesn'tbudgeinsteadheremovesthem,

nowholdingmybutt



Ilookathimindisbelief.

Him:Idon'tcare.

Lungelo:Alona!

Hesays,gettingangrier

Me:Reeceplease,letgo.

Him:AndwhatdoIget

Heaskssuggestively

Me:Whateverbutpleasedon'tgetmein

trouble,I'mbeggingyou.Idon'twanttopisshim

offsothatheendsuptellingmymom..please?

Hedropshishandstohissides

Him:Tellhimyoucominginamomenthecan

go

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat

IturntolookatLungelo

Me:Canyoujustgivemeaminute,I'llfollow

afteryou



LookingatmethenGlaringbehindme.

Hedrivesoffinfullspeed.

TurningtolookatReece

Me:CanIgonowthatyoujustprovedyou

alwaysgetwhatyouwant,thatyouhavethe

lastsay?

Hesmirks

Him:Yeah.

Hepecksmylipsbeforegettinginhiscar

Him:Imightcomeseeyoutomorrow.

Me:AsifIwantyoutoo

Him:Deepdownyouknowyoudo,Stopbeingin

denialPrincess.Noonecanresistme

Winkingatme

Him:Nowgohome,xelelelanjaubaiyeyathivu

njeikuxabanisenonozala.Ndizay'khaba

ubuMoffiebuphume.



Hesaysbeforealsodrivingoff.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Breathinginandoutjusttocalmmyself

IopenthedoortofindapissedoffLungelo

Pacingupanddownthesittingroom.

Idon'tknowwhyhewasOverreacting.

Him:Ithoughtyousaidyouweren'tdating

anyone.

So?

Me:Pleasedon'ttellmom?,andpleasedon't

tellheraboutwhatyoujustsaw

Ibeg

Hepretendstobeponderingonitforamoment

Him:AndwhatdoIget?

Hesaysgivingmehismischievousgrin.

Ilookathimconfused
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Lungelo:WhatdoIget?

Me:Whatdoyoumeanwhatdoyouget?

Lungelo:ImeanifIdon'ttellyourmom,oryour

brotherthatyouhaveaboyfriendandtellthem

whatIsawyoutwodoingthenwhatdoIget?

Me:Don'tmakeitsoundlikeweweredoing

somethingbig,itwasj-

Him:Itwasjustamakeoutsessionsinthe

middleofthestreettoshowtheneighbours

whattypeofagirlyourmother

raised,embarrassingher.Hishandwasjust

underyourshirt,restingontopofyourbreasts

..whatelse?Ohhishandswherefeelingon

yourbuttwh-

Okay,thatwasn'tnice

Mymotherdidn'tneedtoknowallthis,how

wouldIlookherintheeyeagain.



Me:Whydopeoplewanttohelpthenuseit

againstyou?

Ilookedathisconfusedface

Me:Whatdoyouwant?,washyourclothesfora

month?,maybecleanupaf-

Hechuckles

Him:Farawayfromthat

Hesaysashecomestowardsme,Stopping

rightinfrontofme

Nowfacetochestwithhim

Toweringoverme,hislipstouchingthesideof

myneck,leavingakissbeforehesniffsme

Him:Yousmellgood

Okay,youprobablywonderingwhyIdon'tjust

raisemykneeandkickhisballs

Iwasjusttooshocked,ThisIdidn'texpect.

Tracinghishandonmycollarbone,holdingthe

stripofmyvestpullingithalfwaydown



Steppingawayfromhim,pullingitup

Me:W-whatareyoud-doing

Iaskinashaky,scaredvoice.

Puttinghishandonthesideofmyface

Him:LookwebothadultsheresoItmustbe

obviouswhatIwantfromyou,whatIwanted

whenIfirstmetyou,noonewillhavetoknow.

Turningaroundtoruntomyroom,hespeaksup

Idon'tturnaroundthoughIstop

Him:OrIcouldletyourmomknow

Me:I'llalsotellherwhatyoujustdidtome.

Hechuckles

Him:Asifshe'llbelieveyou.Sheknowsfora

factthatyoudidn'tlikemesoImaginewhenI

convinceherthatyouarejustmakingupstories

soyoucouldgetridoffme.

Ignoringhim,IgotomyroomandmakesureI

lockthedoorbehind



Iwasn'tsafe.

Gettingontopofmybed,Icurlmyselfup

Takingmyphoneclosetomejustincase.

Itryhardtofallasleepandforgetwhatjust

happened.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wokenupbyaloudbangingonmybedroom

door

Ijumpup,terrifiedofwhoitmightbe

"ALONA"

Mymomshoutsatthetopofherlungs.

Hedidn'ttellherdidHe?

"Vulalomnyangowenamntanandini"(Open

thedooryouchild)

Wellopeningthatdoorwastheonlywaytofind

out,butIwasscared.

"Iknowyounotsleepingsoopenthisdoor,Now!



?

WalkingtowardsThedoorwithmytrembling

feet.

Turningthekey,Iwasabouttoopenthedoor

butitwassuddenlypushedopenwithforce.

SmackingthesideofmybodythatIfallonmy

backonthefloor.

Myangrymotherisstandingthere,glaringdown

atme.

Standinguponmyfeet,tryingtorubmyside

Her:Isittrue?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout,mom?

Her:SundenzaisibhanxasakhoAlona(Don't

makemeouttobeyouridiot),Lungelosayshe

sawyouatthestreetstandingwithsomeguy

whowashol-Idon'twannasayit,Ngamanyala

antoniangauwenzayoAlona?



Me:It'snotlikehowhemadeitouttobe,mama

Icanexplain

Probablythatpieceofshitinyenzeyanespice

Mom:Soitistrue?

BeforeIcansaysomething

I'mmetwithaslapacrosstheface

Mom:Soyoualsotriedtopullsomemoveson

him?,Youshouldbeashamedofyourself

Me:CanIatleasttellmys-sideoft-thestory?

IsayasIhiccuped,wipingthetearswiththe

backofmyhand

Her:Idon'twannahearanything,I'vehad

enough.Ididn'traiseyoutobelikethisAlona,

Whatareyou?Anupcomingwhore?Ithought

Iwasdoingagoodjobinraisingyou,clearlyI

waswrong.UndiphoxileAlona!

Ilookatherwithmytearyeyes

Sheleavesmethereinapoolofmyowntears.



Hearinghersaythatstuff,Icouldtakeitfrom

anyonebeingcalledaWhorebutnother.It

hurtsmore.

IknowwhatIdidwasn'tokay,butatleastshe

couldhavelistenedtomeandhearwhatIhad

tosayCouseclearlyLungelohadliedtoher.

Whathurtsthemostisthathechosetobelieve

him,thanmeHerowndaughter

Gettingontopofmybed,Icurlupinafetal

positionandtrytofallasleepwiththetears

streamingdownmyface.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wakingupthefollowingday

Ifeltlikeshit

Myeyeswerealittlebitswollen,under.

Lookingmyselfonthebedroommirror,Ihad

about3fingersonmycheek

Disadvantagesofbeinglightskinned



Mybodywasinpain,probablyfromthefall

Sighinginpity.

Iwaitforthewatertobeintheright

temperaturebeforegettingin.

Iwasprettymuchdonewitheverything,Iwas

nowdebatingwhethertogoforbreakfastornot

Iwasn'tsureifIcouldfacemymomafterwhat

happenedyesterday

ButIwouldhavetosoonerorlaterandgetit

overdonewith.

GoingtothekitchentofindmomandLungelo

Ozebengekho,Ireallyneededhimrightnow

causeIknowifhewasthingswouldn'thave

turnedoutthewaytheywere.Hewouldstandby

menomatterwhat,he'dneverjudgeme

Icroakoutahello

WaitingforareplyfrommominsteadIheard



Lungelo.

InwardlyIrollmyeyes

Placingmybagontopofthekitchenbar,Igoto

openthecardboardtotakeoutcereal.

IhadtheboxonmyhandswhenIheardmom

ask"Wenzani?"(whatareyoudoing?)

Turningtolookatherconfused.

Me:I'mgoingtomakecerealformyselfmom

Her:Ingathingoyibeka,youjustprovedtome

thatungumfaziomdalangokusoYenz'Iplanke

yobamawutyeKamandlendodaunayoinemoto

kanokutshosoI'mprettysureukhuphaimali

yothengelawenaintoyotyait'snothingkuye,

uyekeokukwemal'yamukutya.(Youshould

putitback,youjustprovedtomethatyou're

olderwomannowsoyoumakeaplanforyouto

eat,yourmanhasafancy/expensivecar

anywayI'msurepayingforyoutoeatisnothing

tohim,leavethefoodthatIhavepaidfor)



Shesays

Swallowingthelumpforminginmythroat,Iput

theboxback.

Takingmybagfromthecounter

Me:BendicelaImaliyetaxi(canIpleasehave

taxifare)

Her:Whydon'tyoucallhimsohecoulddrive

youtoschool?.AndinamaliAlona(Idon'thave

moneyAlona).

Noddinginunderstanding,Igouptomyroom

SearchingforsomecoinsIfoundafewfrom

mysavingsbox,gladtoseeafewnotesalso.

Takingataxifareandsomeforlunch,Imakemy

wayoutofthehousewithaheavyheart

That'showIstartedmyday.
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Thepastfewdaysfeltlikeadrag

It'sliketheywereslowingdownjusttomock

meofmymisery.

Thingswereprettybadathome,Ozhadgoneto

takecareofsome"business"sohedidn't

knowwhatwasgoingon.Sometimeshe'dcall

andaskhowIwasIalwaysliedtellinghimI'm

okayeventhoughIwasn't,Ididn'twanttobother

him

Iwasstilllivingoffmysavingsandthething

wasIwasrunningoutofthem

Thingswereprettymuchthesameifthey

weren'tworse

Iwasn'tallowedtotouchanyofthegrocery

becauseohwell'indodam'inemali'asshe

(mom)likedtosaysomandihlukanenento

zakhe

IhadtowalktoschoolsometimessoIcould

savesomemoneyforlunchsothatmyfriends



wellImeanfriendwouldn'tsuspectathing,I

didn'twantherpity

RomeoandIwerejustavoidingeach

other,thoughIwantedtotalktohimand

actuallyapologise

IthinkitwasbestthatIstayedawayfromhim

becausebynowhewouldhaveknownthat

somethingwaswrongandhewouldhave

wantedmetocomeoutwithit.

ThingsbetweenEntleandIwereokay.

Reece

Ah,Reece.ThereasonI'minthiswholemess

Ihadn'tseenhimsincethedayIwaswithhim

andgotcaughtbyLungelo.

Ihadactuallyaskedwellmorelikebeggedhim

tostayawaybecauseIwashavingsomefamily

issues,Iwasgladthatheunderstoodmefor

once.

Iwishhe'dStayawayfrommefortherestof



mylife

Hewasnothingbuttrouble.

Iblamedhimforeverything

Ifhedidn'tforcehiswaytomylife,Everything

wouldbeokayrightnow

EnzoandIwouldstillbedatingevenifhewould

havecheatedIprobablywouldn'tknowandI

wouldn'thavediscoveredthatheneverloved

me.

Thatsoundspathetic,Iknow

ThingsbetweenmybestfriendandIwouldn't

beawkward.

Iwouldhaveneverhadtolieaboutmy

Whereaboutstomymom.

IwouldhaveneverbetraumatizedbecauseI

onceliterallywitnessedamurder.

ThingsbetweenmomandIwouldstillbeokay

becauseIwouldn'thavegottencoughtinthe



middleofsomethingwithReecebecausehe'd

beoutofthepicture.

AmImakingsense?,Idon'tthinkso.

Butthenagainthere'sLungelo,hewouldhave

comeanywaybecausehe'swithmymomand

hewouldbestillaftermenomatterwhat.Just

thathethoughthavingsomethingtouse

againstmewouldgivehimtheadvantageof

gettinginmypantsquickly,wellhethought

wrong.

Buthemadesuretoturnmymotheragainstme

Soprettymuchmylifewasmeanttobe

doomedanyway.

WakingupSaturdaymorning

Goingtothebathroomtotakeanearly

bath,atleastmyhygienehasn'tbeentakenfrom

me

IdecidetotidymyroomabitbecauseIhad

nothingtodo



IwouldhavegonetomakebreakfastbutasI

said,Iwasn'tallowedtotouchthegrocery.

Iwasdoneafewminuteslater,GoingtoOz

roomandcollapsingonhisbedsmellingthe

lastbitsofhiscologne

Itsomehowsoothedme

Forsomeonewhodidn'teatalot,Ijusthadless

energyandIwassomehowdizzy

TakingtheboxthatIcamewithfrommyroom,I

openitandtakeoutasnackbar.

Myeverdaybreakfastandsupper

Spendingmostofmylunchtimeatschool,Ijust

boughtmyselffruitbutnowIwasathomesoI

guessI'meatinganothersnackbarforlunch

Iwasrunningoutofthemthough,theywere

gonnalastmetillMondaythenI'llhavetofigure

outsomethingtokeepmebybecausebendi

ngena'yongoenyeimalitobuyanotherbox.

TakingsmallbitessoIcouldjustsavorthe



moment.

IwasplayingsomegamesonOz'splaystation

inhisroomwhileItriednottothinkabout

everythingthatwasbotheringme.

AfewminuteslaterIgotacallfromOz,quickly

pickingup

Me:Bhut'wam

Isaytryingtohidethepain,unhappinessfrom

myvoice

Him:Molontombam

Hesaystryingtosoundlikeanelder

Me:Whenareyoucomingback?

Him:Idon'tknowyet,there'ssomethingthatI'm

busywithbutassoonasI'mdoneI'llbe

there.Youmissme?

Me:Nope,ActuallyI'mgladthatyou're

away.GivingmemoretimetodowhateverI



wantwithoutyougettingonmyway.Isleep

withthedooropenknowingthatyou'renothere

toprankme.

Ilie

Hechuckles

Him:Don'tgettocomfortable

Me:Ohifyouknew,I'minyourroomright

now.Sprawledoutonthebedplayingsome

soccergameonyourplaystationafterIdeleted

allyourpreviousscores,Isaypullinghisleg

Him:Alona!

Ilaughathisvoicethatscreamedhorrified

Him:YouknowIactuallybangedsomechickon

thatbedandImighthaveforgottochangethe

bedding

Iscreechoutbeforejumpingoffthebed

Him:Prettygrosstosleepontopofsomeone's

juicesifyouask



Hecontinuestotauntme.

Me:Justshutup,I'mhanginguprightnowtogo

tothebathroomtoscrubmyselfclean

Him:Dramaqueen

Me:Nastypieceofshit

Him:Icansmellthatcumfromyourightnow.

Me:Pig

ImutterbeforehangingupasIhearhimlaugh

Ismiletomyself,healwaysmanagedtoputme

inabettermood.

Goingoutofhisroomstillsmiling,mysmile

dropsthoughasIseeLungelointhecorridor

Tryingtosidestepstephim

Hegrabsmebymyarmbeforepushingmeto

thewall,hishandsoneithersideofmyhead

corneringme.

Istarttoshake,tryingtonotletitshow



Ididn'twannaappearasweakbecausehe

coulduseittohisadvantage

Him:Youknowyouaregettingskinnierbythe

day

Me:A-allthankstoyou

Him:Youknowthingswouldn'thaveturnedout

thewaytheyarerightnowifyouhadjustgiven

mewhatIwanted

Me:Overmydeadbody

Him:Thatcouldalsoworkyouknow?Killyou

rightnowsoIcouldhavemywaywithyou,then

whenI'mdoneIjustdisposeyourbodywhere

noonewillfindyou.Idoubtyourmomwould

lookforyouthoughIcouldjustsayyouran

awayfromhome

Me:You'rementallyillandtwisted

Him:Itscalledbeingthemasterofplans.You

knowitsstillnottoolateforyoutoreconsider

yourdecision.GivemewhatIwantandletsjust



sayI'llfinanciallytakecareofyousinceyougot

noonedoingitforyou,Notevenyourprecious

boyfriend.

Me:That'sbecausehedoesn'tknowwhat's

goingonrightnow,whothecauseofallthis

messis.Trustmeifhedid,youwouldn'tbehere

rightnow.

WellIjusthadtopretendandgoonwithit.

Hechuckles

Him:AmIsupposedtobescaredandstay

awayfromyou?,WellI'mnotandIwon't.Did

yourmotherevertellyouhowwemet?

Ishrug

Me:It'snotlikeIwouldhaveactuallycaredto

listen

Him:WellI'lltellyouanyway.I'maformer

memberofagang.IgotshotsoIhadtogoto

thePrivatehospitaltogetthebulletout,Ijust



liedeasilyandsaiditwasrobberyandthey

believedme.Yourmomhelpedmeandblah

blahandweendedupbeing'friends'ifyou

knowwhatImean.

Hewinks

Him:Sotellme,whywouldaformergang

memberbeafraidofsomerandomguy?

Nowthatissorted,wherewerewe?,ohhow

aboutwe..

Hesaysleaningdowntokissme,Bringingmy

kneeuphigh

Ikickhisballs

Satisfiedwiththesoundhemakes

Irunoutofthehousetogodknowswhere.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ifoundmyselfsittingaloneatthepark

ButatleastIwouldhavesomecompany

becauseEntlewascoming



Shecalledmeaskingifshecouldvisit,Itoldher

wecouldmeetatthepark

WellIwasalreadyhere,shedidn'tmindthough.

Feelingsomeoneclosemyeyesfrombehind,I

waitforamomentbeforeIguess

Me:Entle?

Her:Howdidyouknow

Shesaysappearinginfrontofme

Me:Itwasjustaguess

Ilookatherasshefrownsatme

Smirkinginreturn

Shelookedgreatinapairofwhitevans,

boyfriendbluewashedjeansexceptthey

weren'ttornandabaggyshirtthatendedjust

midthigh

Hercutalwaysfresh



Me:Youlookgreat

Her:But?

Me:YoucouldbemistakenforaTomboy

Her:That'sbecauseIa-..Ijustprefertowear

guyclothesthanthosegirlystuff,Idon'tfeel

comfortable

Inodinunderstanding.

Her:Masambesothengasomethingbythat

Fastfoodplace,Ifeellikeeatingsomejunk

Me:I-Idon'thavemym-moneywithme.Youcan

gothoughandgetwhateverforyourself,don't

mindme.

Her:Mhh.miza,Igotenoughcashonmeforthe

bothofus

Me:ReallyI'mfineyouc-

Pullingmebymyhandtogetup

Her:Andizobendicengananawe,ndifun'utya

mna



Me:Iwonderokutyaukutyakangakakuyakwel'

phiicala

Isaytryingtolightenthemood

Shepushesmyside

Me:Andhowdoyouknowthatplace?

Her:BecauseIlivehere.?

Me:Youmeanthissamestreet?

Her:Thatyoucouldsay

Me:ThenhowcomeI'veneverseenyoubefore?

Her:Maybeyou'rehousegirl,Isometimescome

thissidewithmyfriendsandI'veneverseen

youeither

Me:Housegirl?

IsayasIpunchherarmside

Her:AndIwonderhowyoumanagedtoalmost

breakthatguysnosewhenI'mnoteven

affectedbythepunypunchyoujustthrew.



Me:Wellyou'renotaguysomelendikusizele

Her:ButIsuredoworkout.

Me:Eitherway,you'restillagirl

Her:I'mn-,okaywhatever.

Shesaysdraggingmetothecontainer

Weorderedandhadtowaitforamomentwhile

theyweremakingit

BekungathiAkusafikindlelalebendilambe

ngayo,AtleastI'llgetsomethinginmystomach

andIdon'thavetoworryabouttonight.

BeingwithEntlehavingfunandjustfooling

aroundmademeforgetalittle

ButitwaslateandIhadtogobackhome,tomy

reality

Walkingtothedoorwithtremblingfeet.

Iopenthedoorandgetinwithathumping

heart,waitingforanythingtohappen.



FindingMomwithherfeetontopofLungeloas

theysatandchattedamongthemselves

Imettheireyesandtheycontinuedignoringme

Him:MaybeweshouldgetLittleLungelohere

Hesayskissingmymom'sstomach.

Pissofshit

Hewantedtomakesurethathegetsmeoutof

thepicture

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat

Igreetmombutshepaysnoattentionto

me,whatdidIexpectthough?

Passingthemtogotomyroom,Istopmidway

whenIheardhersaysomething

"Hlambaizityaeziyazinyuk'intabaeKitchen

Alona,uzishiyeuzibonaandkezikulindule"

(Washthosedishesthatareturningintothe

heightofmountainAlona,youleftthemthere

andthey'restilldirtyandnowyougonnawash



them.)

WellfirstofallIwasrunningfromyourpervert

ofaman

Andsecondly,WhyshouldIdothedisheswhen

I'mnotevenallowedtotaketheglasssoIcould

drinkwater,letaloneulibekanolibekaElam

inyawoeKitchen.

ButIdon'tsaythatthough,Ijustnodandgodo

thedishes.

[11/08,12:54]+263772503508:Insert27

WakingupearlierSundaymorningsoIcouldgo

tochurch

IhadjustgotoutofthebathroomandnowI

wasgettingdressed

Inaplaingreylongsleevedfigurehugging

dressthatendjustabovemyknees

PuttingonmyGreysuedplatformheels



Myhairputupinaneatyetmessybunontopof

myhead

Ifinishthelookwithmystriplikechockerneck

piecearoundmyneck

Ilikedtokeepmythingssimple

Takingmyemptybag,Iputafewstuffbefore

headingout.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Thechurchservicetookanhourlong.

Itwasgreat

Iprayedalot,ndakhendathethanothixowam

Gettinghomeawhilelatertofindmom

ShetoldmetocookandIdidngomzimba

ongenaxhala

Idishedupforherandhim,countingmyselfout

Iwenttoservethemtheirplatesandthenleftto

gotomyroom.



Takingofftheheels,theywerereallykillingme.

Ihadnothingelsetodobesidemakingmy

schoolworkuptodatebeforeIroningmy

uniform

Puttingitinplace.

Ijuststayedforafewminutesbefore

consideringtojusttakeanap.

UntilIhadtopickupmyringingphone

Him:I'moutside

Thegoesmynap

GettingupandputtingonshoesImakemyway

out.

GettingtoReeceafewsecondslater,Hewas

insidehiscarandheopenedthedoorfrom

insideformetogetin

Igotin,slammingthedoorshutafterme

Him:AwusemhlenjeforukwenzaleKak'

uyenzayo.



Hesaysleaningintokissmycheekthenfeeling

himbreathingdownmyneckwhileIjustlooked

outsidethewindow

Him:Ubuyephiumhlekanje?(Wheredidyougo

lookingthisbeautiful?)

Me:Singabanyesayaziumnyangowecaw'

ujongengaphi.(Someofusknowwherethe

church'sdooris)

Him:Youcouldhavejustgivenmeaoneword

answeruyekeuphendulaisigezo

Ignorehim

Him:Soyouwenttochurch,wearingthatsexy

number?Ubuzam'uCharm(a)Umfundisina

Princessyam(Whereyoutryingtocharmthe

pastor?)I'msurehewasdistractedthewhole

services

HeSays,Hischestrumblingwithhisdeeplow

laughter

Me:NoteveryoneisaPervetlikeyou.



Him:Mxm.Didyouenjoy?

Me:Ya

Him:Sundizelangelonqentsulakholingekhoyo

Alonaxauthethanam.

Hesaysholdingmychinturningmetofacehim

Hestudiesmyface

Him:Younotokay.

Hesaysasamatteroffact.

IfyouknewwhatIwasgoingthroughrightnow

,OfcourseIwouldn'tbeokay.

ClosingmyeyestotakeadeepbreathsoI

wouldn'tbreakdown

Me:HaveIeverbeenokayinfrontofyou

before?,No.OfcoursewhenIseeyoumy

moodturnsfromokaytonotokay.

Him:What'sbotheringyou?

Me:You.



Him:Alona

Hecallsoutmyname,warningly

Me:J-justgoingthroughsomefamilyissues

Him:Whatissues?

Me:Issuesthatarenonofyourconcerns

Him:Everythingthat'shappeningwithyouismy

concern,italsoconcernsme.

Me:Ucimb'uSweetwena.(youthinkyousweet)

Iblurtout

Shakinghishead,Hestartstheignitionofhis

caranddriversoff.

Him:Doyouwantmetostopsomewheretoget

yousomething?

Heaskswhilehiseyeswerefocusedahead.

IsobadlywantedtosayyesandgetwhateverI

couldeatbutIthoughtagainthatIdon'tneed

handouts



ThoughIknewhedidn'tseeitthatway,hedidn't

evenknowwhatIwasgoingthroughrightnow

Me:No.

Pullingoutsidehishouse,Heopensthedoorfor

metogetout

Gettinginside,Iimmediatelysitdownandhold

myheadtomyhandsandclosingmyeyes

closed

Iwasfeelingabitdizzyandaheadachewas

comingon

"Alona?"

Me:Ndiyeke(Leavemealone)

Him:Yintoni?

Idon'tanswerhim.

Thespotbesidemedeepsasheseatsdown.

Removingmyhandsfrommyface,heturnsme

tolookathim

Him:Areyousick?



Ibreathouttoreleasethetension

Me:Juststoppretendinglikeyoucarewhen

youdon't.Theonlythingthatismakingmesick

rightnowisyou.

Lettinggoofmychin

Hisjawclenchesandunclenches,Gettingup

Abruptly

Heturnstoglaredownatme

Him:YintoniIngxakiyakho,Alona?(Whatis

yourproblemAlona?)

Alsogettinguptostareupathim.

Me:Nguwe.NguweIngxakiyam.Ifyouhadjust

stayedawayfrommeeverythingwouldhave

stillbeengreat,butno.You(Deepingmyfinger

inhisfirmchest,Idon'tknowwhereIgotthe

nerve)Youjusthadtocomeintomylifeand

ruineverything.

Him:Meruinyourlif-



Hedoesn'tfinishashechucklesindisbelief

Him:Yourlifewasalreadyruined,Justthatyou

wereindenial

Me:Yourjustapieceofsh-

Idon'tgettofinishthoughashefistsmyhairin

hishand,bringingmeclosetohimasheleans

downtowhisperinmyear

Him:Mamel'aphaMntanandini.I'mnotgoing

togoroundandroundincirclegoingbackand

forthwithyou.Andizubendicengananaweor

ndinyamezel'unyelwanguwendizosuke

ndikukhabeunyeqha.

Grippingmyhairtighterfeelingliketheroots

wereabouttocomeout,Iwinceinpain.

Him:You.are.mine,getthatthroughyourhead.

Abruptlylettinggoofme,Ifallonthecouch

holdinginmytearsasIwatchhimgoingupthe

stairs.

Idon'thowlongIsattherebutIendedupfalling



asleep.

•••••

Wakinguplateron,coveredinafleece

Isitupstraight,takinginmysurroundings

SeeingReecesittingonthecouchoppositeme

Aglassofbrandyinhand,staringintothinair.

Standingup,Ifoldtheblanketandwasaboutto

askhimwhereIshouldputitwhenhespoke

before

Him:You'velostweight,Alona.

Hesaid

Ifeltmybodytense,turningaroundtolookat

him

Me:So?,you'redonebeingmyfatheryou're

nowmymotheralso?

Hechucklesbeforehisjawtwitches

Him:Izapha



Hesaysmotioningmeover

Onlygodknowswhathe'lldotomerightnow

Idon'tmove

Him:IzaaphaAlona.

Hesays

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat,Islowlymove

mytremblingfeettohim

Quicklygrabbingmebymyarmbecausehefelt

likeIwastakingtoolong,hesitsmeontopof

him.

Hishandstillwiththeglass,hisotherhandgoes

aroundmyneckinafirmgrip.Heturnsmeto

lookathim

Him:DoyouknowthatI'mcapableofsnapping

yourneckrightnowandkillyouthenmakesure

thatnooneeverfindsyou?

Hesaysinhislowdeepvoice

Me:R-Reecepl-ease



Itriedasmyvoicecameoutstrangled,Icould

feeltearscomeoutofmyeyes

Heletsgoofmeafteraminute

Quicklyrubbingmynowsoreskin,Iwipethefew

tearsthatescapedfrommyeyes

Him:Thentellmewhatyourproblemisand

don'ttellmethatIamorI'llreallysnapit.

Hethreatens

ThinkinghowIshouldputittohim

Me:M-Mymomismadatmeuh-m..apparently

Lungelotoldhera-aboutthatdayIwaswithyou

Ithinkheevenputsomestuffinan-dnowshe

doesn'tevenwanttotalktomeoratleasthear

mysideofthestory.

Ileaveitatthat,IthinkI'vesaidenoughforhim

tonotgointoakillingspree

IswearifIhadtoldhimthewholestoryonly

godknowswhathewouldhavedone.



Him:Thatpimp.

puttingtheglassonthetable

Him:Masambe(Letsgo)

Hesaystryingtogetup,unjanikantilo?I

shouldhaveknowneverythingsetshimoffno

matterhowIputit

AccordingtohowIsaiditheshouldn'tbeeven

reactingbecauseImadeitsoundlikeitwasn'ta

bigdeal

Me:Reecepleaseno,Youcan'tgothere.

Ibeghim

Him:IthoughtItoldyoutotellmeifthatpiece

ofshitwasgivingyouproblems

Me:Iwasbuthejust..crushedmyspirits

Him:How

Ididn'twannatellhim

Me:H-hesaidthath-eisaf-formergang

memberandhewasn'tafraidofsome



r-randomguy

Him:Randomguy?

Hechucklesindisbelief.

Him:I'llshowhimrandom.

Hesaysnowgettingup

Holdinghimbackwithhisarm,heturnstolook

downathim.

Me:Reece

Him:Yinto?,youlivingwithaformermemberof

agangandonlyIknowhowpsychotheycanbe

andI'mnotlettinghimgetawaywithinsulting

me.

Me:Justletitgo.Mymomalreadyismadat

me,ngokuxauzovel'uyongenaekhayatokick

hisasswhatwouldshethinkofme?,You'lljust

makemattersworse.P-Please?

Him:Promisethatyou'lltellmeifheevertries

somethingtoyou?



Hesayscomingclosertometowipethefew

tearsundermyeyes.

He'salreadytried.

Me:Ipromise

Hesighsinfrustration,hishandgoingthrough

hishair

Him:Idon'tlikethis

Hesaysashethinksofsomething

Him:I'llgiveyousomething,justsoyoucould

protectyourselfwhenneeded

Me:What?

Hetakesmebymyhandtofollowhimupstairs

Iremovemyhandfromhimthough.

Openingsomedoortowhatlookedlikehis

office

Hetookoutsomehugemetalbox,pressingin

somecode



Itopensautomatically

Peekinginside

ItwasfilledwithstuffthatIwasn'tfamiliar

with,stuffthatIonlyseeonTV

Weapons.

Steppingaway

Him:Nothingtobeafraidoff,Thesearejustmy

smalltoys.IfyouknowwhatImean

Lookingatmewithasmirkhewinks.

HewasmoredangerousthanImadehimoutto

be

Iwatchashelooksthroughit

Takingoutamediumblack..gun?

Hehandsitouttometotake

IlookedatitforamomentbeforeIshookmy

headNo

Me:Andiyi'funi



Him:KhawthatheAlona,justtryitout

Me:No

Him:Okay

Heputsitback,rummagingthroughthebox

again

Hetakesoutaallblacklikesmallspraybottle

Itakeitfromhim

Him:Pepperspray

Me:Iknow

Him:Youknowhowtousethen?

Inod

Him:Uyazelaphi?

Me:Besidethemovies,IoncefounditfromOz's

roomandIaccidentallysprayedhimwithit

whenhescaredmefrombehind

Him:Sure.Haveitwithyouatalltimesokay?

Inod



Him:Goodyousee,wegetalongjustfinewhen

wenotfighting

Me:Imightalsousethissprayonyouwhenyou

botheringme

Him:Ndik'nyathelekemnake

[11/08,12:54]+263772503508:Insert27

Dayspassedbywithmesurvivingwithwater

andsometimesI'dgetachancetocreepupat

nighttotakeabitewhiletheyaresleeping

Lungelohadn'tstoppedbuggingmeanditwas

gettingworseandIwasstartingtogetscared

Mybrotherhadn'tcomehomeyetsoallinallI

wasallbymyself

Everythingwasjustgoingdownhillforme

WakingupThursdaymorningtogotoschool.

Iwalkedallthewaytoschool,Ididn'tmindby



now

Iwasjustusedtoitbecauseitwassomehow

refreshing

Lunchbreak

SittinginclassalonesinceEntlehadgoneout

tobuylunch

Itoldherthatshecouldgowithoutmebecause

Ididn'tfeellikeeating.Lie.I'lljuststayinclass

andfinishoffsomework.

ThatIknewIcouldn'tdoathome(Notan

excuse)

Ialwayscameupwithexcuses.

Iwasstillwritingoutsomeanswerswhen

suddenlymybookwasshutclose

LookinguptoseeRomeo

Iwasnervous

Him:Kuqhubekantoningawe?(what'sgoing

onwithyou)



Me:W-whatdoyoumean?

Iasked

Him:You'renotyourusualself,Somethingisup

withandIwanttoknow.

Hesaysashesitsbesideme.

Thinkofsomething

Me:It'sjustthatImissedyou,youhaven'tbeen

talkingtome.Youdon'twanttotalktomeand

itsgettingtomethatImighthavelostyou

foreverforwhatIsaidtoyou.Ididn'tmeanto

saythosethingsitsjustthatIwas

frustrated,pleaseforgiveme.

Hesighs

Him:I'vealreadyforgivenyou,Alona.Nowdon't

givemethatonly,Thereissomethingelsethat's

botheringyou

Me:There'sn-

Him:Iknowwhenyoulying.



Ishookmyhead

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Him:Sothere'sissomething?

"Alona"

TurningtoseeAlona

Romeo:Canyoupleasegiveusamoment?

Shenods

Her:Sure,I'mgoingtoanetballmeeting

anyway.Ijustcametoheryouthese.

ShesayshandingmePieandSomecooldrink

ontheside

Me:Y-Youdidn'thaveto

Her:ButIdid.Ina.

Takingthemfromher,hesitantly

Ithankherandwatchassheleavestheclass.

Takingthepieandopeningit

Thesmellmakesmystomachgrowl,takinga



quickhungrybite

MystomachstartstohurtremindingmethatI

haven'teatenindayssoIhadtotakeiteasy.

"Alona"

Romeobringsmeback

Puttingthepiedown,lookingatitlongingly

IfocusmyattentiontoRomeo

Me:Thingshaven'tbeengreatathome.

IsighasIfeelmyeyesstarttowater

Me:MomknowsaboutReeceandI,notfromme

though.LungelotoldherafterhefoundUsinin

aintimatepositionatthestreet,Iswearitwasn't

myintentionbutyouknowhowforcefulhecan

be.Hefirstfirstwantedtomakeadeal,thatII-

sleepwithhimandhe'llkeepitquite

Swallowingthelumpinnythroat,Icontinue

Me:Irefused.ApparentlyhetoldMom,Heeven

madeitworsebylyingsayingthatItriedto



seducehim.Shecametomyroomlaterthat

nightandshes-

Stoppingtocatchmybreath

Romeotakesmyhandtohis

Me:Sheconfrontedmeaboutit,Itriedtelling

hermysideofthestorybutsherefused.I

rememberherslappingmetellingmehow

disappointedshewasinme,thatI'mawhore

andIshouldbeashamedofmyself

IsayasIwipethetearthathadfallenfrommy

eye

Me:Afterthatsheneverwantedtotalkto

me,It'slikeshewasdisgustedbymeor

something.S-Sherefusedtoletmeeatorgive

memoneyforschool,shesaidIcouldalways

callmymanandaskhimtogetmesomething.

Iusedmysavingstokeepupthefewdaysuntil

Iranout.

Him:Whydidn'tyoutellmesooner?.



Me:I-Ididn'twanttobotheryou.

Icontinuedtotellhimthewholestory.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

IhadaskedforapassoutafterIfakedsicksoI

wasonmywayhome

Ididn'tthinkIcouldcontinuewiththedayafter

ItalkedtoRomeo.

Aftertalkingtohim,Ifeltlikeaweightwas

removedfrommyshoulders

Gettinghome,I'mgladwhenIfindnoone

GoingtomyroomIquicklychangeoutofmy

uniformbeforegettingontopofthecoversand

letsleepovertakeme.

WokenuplateronwhenIfeltsomeone

combingmyhairwithhis/herhand

Islowlyopenmyblurryeyed,rubbingthemwith

thebackofmyhandtoseeclearly



Itrytojumpupbuttheweightontopofme

doesn'tletme

Hewasstrong

Lungelo.

Me:W-whatareyoud-doing?,getoffme

Isayinashakyvoice

Him:NotuntilIgetwhatIwant

Hesaysasheputshiskneeonmystomachto

keepmeinplace

TryingtokickoutofhimsoIcouldescape

Itwasimpossible,Iwasnothingcomparedto

hisstrength

Loweringhisheadtoforcefullykissme

Iclosemymouthshutmovingmyheadsideto

side

Him:Youwanttodothisthehardwayhuh

Heasksasheholdsmebymyneck,cuttingoff



myairsupply

Makingitalmostimpossibleformeto

breath,OpeningmymouthsoIcouldquickly

breaththroughit

Hetakeshischancetostickhistonguein

Exploringmymouthmakingmewanttogag

Ibithimhardmakinghimthrowapunchatme.

"Youbitch!"

Hescreamsoutatmeashenotice'sblood

comingoutfromhislip

Him:IwasgonnatakeIteasybutyoujust

provokedme

Hesaystearingthesideofmyvestexposing

mybra

Quicklylookingundermypillowwithmyother

handtryingtofindthepepperspray

Ihaditonmyhandbuthesawitandquickly

snatcheditfrommyhandsprayingitonmy



eyes

FeelingtheburnIquicklyshutthemcloseI

couldn'tkeepthemopen.Myeyeswereitching.

HeunbuttonedmyjeansandItriedkickinghim

whereverbutIwasfailing

Feelinghimgripthesideofmynowbarethigh

Ilosthope.

Historyisrepeatingitsselfandthistimeit

mightsucceed
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Wakingup

AllIhearisthebeepingofamachine

Andlowsoundsofvoicesfromcoupleoffeet

awayfromme

"Igavehersomesedativesacoupleofhours

back,sheisstillrecovering.Sheismildly

malnourishedandstillweak"



Ihearsomeonesigh

"Isthereanythingelse"

Thepersonasksworriedly,Oz.

"Shehasminorbruisesbutthoseshouldheal

soon"

Ihear,whatIassumedwasthedoctorcontinue

tosay

ItrygettingupbutrealizinghowweakIamI

quicklyfalldownagain

Squintingmyeyesatthelightthat'sblindingas

Itriedtoopenmyeyes

"She'sAwake"

"Alona?"IhearMybrothercalloutmyname

worriedly

"CanyouopenyoureyesMiss?"Ishookmy

head

Oz:Andwhyisthat?

Dr:She'snowfeelingtheAftereffectsfromthe



peppersprayafternotopeninghereyesfora

while.I'llgivehereyedropsthey'llhelp.

Openingmyeye,Ifeelawateryliquid

Closingmyeyesagain,IopenthemandI'mable

toseeevenifIwasseeingblur

Ozcametomysideholdingmeinawarmtight

hug

Pushingmyselfevenmoretohischest

Ididn'trealiseIwascryingallthiswhile

Me:Whereishe,didhed-

Iswallowthelumpinmythroat

Dr:I'llgiveyouguysaminutebutI'llbebackina

moment

Him:Itsokay,Everythingwillbeokay.Hedidn't

forcehimselfo-onyou,Romeogotintime

Him:Buth-heranaway

HesaysClenchinghisjaw.



Me:He'llcomebackform-me,UzozaOzh-hell

cometofinishw-w

Fistinghisshirtburyingmyfaceinhischest

Hebrushesmybacksoothingly

Him:Hewon't,MyguysandIareafterhim.He'll

bedumbtoshowhisfacerightnowbecause

wewil-

Idon'tponderoverthestatement.

Ifeltsafeinhisarms.

Heasksmewhatwentdownwhenhewas

away,andItellhimallaboutit

NotmentioningReece'sname

Ijustsaiditwassomeguy

Him:Ialwayscalledyou,whydidn'tyoutellme?

Thatmomisdoingallt-

Me:MyrelationshipwithherisruinedandI

didn'twantthesameforyou

Him:Alreadydone.



Hesaidbrushinghisfaceinfrustration

Him:Ishouldn'thaveleft,Iknewthatbastard

wastryingsomemovesonyoungokubendi

khonaThenIdecidedtoleave.Bendicinganton

?,Ishouldhaveknownt-

Me:It'snotyourfault

Him:ButIs-

Me:Ozjustplease,I'mokay.Atleasth-hedidn't

reallygothatfar.You'reherenowandthat'sall

thatIneed,tohaveyoubymyside

Isayhugginghimevenmorecloser

"Sorrytodisturbyoubutwehavetogiveyou

yourstartwiththemedication"

Thedoctorsaysashecametowardsuswitha

trayinhandPlacingitbesideme

Thesmelloffoodmademenauseousrightnow

Ilookedawayfromit

Oz:Alona



Ishookmyhead

Oz:Justaspoonsothatyoucantakeyourpills

Me:No

Oz:Please

Icontinuedtoshookmyhead

••••••••••••••••••••••••

Feelingsomeonebrushmyhand

ItwasabitdarkintheroombutIcouldmake

outsomeonebesideme

Andthatsomeonewasbrushingmyhand

Washehere?,Lungelo?

Hashecometofinishmeoff?

Tryingtojumpoffthebedbuttheperson

quicklygetsupandclampsmymouthshutwith

hishandbeforeIcouldscream

Feelingthetearsfalldownmycheeks

"It'smeReece"



IsighinreliefthatitshimandnotLungelo

Ibithishandfrommymouthheremovedit

cussingunderhisbreath

MyhandsmovedfastasIthrewafewpunches

onhischest

Heheldbothmyhandsbeforepullingmeina

tighthugasIsobbedonhisshirt.

Hejustbrushedmyback

Abruptlypullingawayfromhim

Me:Youscaredme

Him:XoloAlona

Me:Don'tyou(hiccup)evercreepuponme

(hiccup)likethat

Him:NditheXoloAlonaufunandithini?(Isaid

SorryAlibawhatdoyouwantmetosay)

Me:It-thoughtitwashim,thathecametofinish

whathestarted.Ijusthadanightmareabout

himlikeheh-hewasthreateningtocomefor



me

Him:Ihateitwhenyoulikethis

Hesaidalmostpullinghishairoff,lettingouta

deepbreath

Hewaspissed

Him:IswearwhenIgetthatfuckerI'llcutoff

hisp-

Me:Reece

Him:Whydidn'tyoutellme,Alona?

Me:Anddowhat?,helpmeandthenuseit

againstme?NothanksI'velearnedmylesson.

Him:Alona

Me:No,I'mevenafraidtoaskorletsomeone

helpmebecauseI'vegotthefearthatheor

she'llwantsomethinginreturn.JustlikewhenI

askedhim(Lungelo)tonottellmomabout

whathesawhealmostagreedbutwanted

somethinginreturn,hewantedmetosleepwith



him!.Whydoyoualltakeadvantageoutof

someone'smisery?

Iaskedinasmallvoice

Him:Don'tcomparemetohim

Me:You'renodifferentfromhim

Him:Hisapervetedpieceofs-

Me:Justlikeyouare

Him:Alona

Hesayswarningly

Me:Reece

Iglareathimashe'sdoingthesame

IholdhisgazetellingmyselfthatI'mnot

backingdownbutIcouldn't

Hisunusualbrowneyesscaredtheshitoutof

mesometimes

Him:Youdidn'teat.

Me:Idon'twantto



Him:Why?

Me:BecauseIdon'twantto!

Him:SundingxolelaAlona.

Ishutmymouthtakingindeepbreathand

lettingitouttryingtocalmmyself

Me:Andilambanga.(I'mnothungry)

Hepokesmystomachasiftryingtoprovewhat

Ijustsaid

Ihissoutinpain

Him:Yinto?(What)

Me:You'rehurtingme

Quicklygettingupmakingthechairtoppleover

Heremovestheblanketsfrommeasheputs

mygownuphalfway

Untyingthebandage

Helooksatthedamagedone

Lungelohadputhiskneeonmystomachwith



pressurewhenhetriedtokeepmedown

Itstillhurtanditwasabitred.

Heclencheshisjaw

Him:I'mgonnakillhim

Movinghishandaway,Iputthebandageback

beforepullingthehospitalgowndownand

coveringmyselfwiththeblanketsasIturnedto

looktheotherside

Ihearhimsighonceagain

Him:Alona

Me:Justgo.

Him:SuthethaNamolohlobo.(Don'ttalktome

likethat)

Hecouldprobablyheartheannoyancefrommy

voice.

ItwassilentforamomentbeforeIheard

shuffling,thedoorlockedandthenhimgetting

inbehindmealmosttakingallthespace



HescoopsmeupsothatIwasontopof

him,layingdown

Me:Wenzan?(Whatareyoudoing)

Him:Ingathindenzani?(Whatdoesitlooklike

I'mdoing)

Me:WhatifOzfindsyouinthispositionwith

me?Ican'tloseanotherfamilymember.Idon't

thinkI'llbeabletotakeit

Him:I'llleaveearlyinthemorning.

Me:Mxm.

Him:Nawe.(youtoo)

Wakingupthefollowingmorning

IsighinreliefwhenIdon'tseeReeceanywhere.

IfeltalittlebitbetterthanIwasbefore.



Sittingupstraight,IthurtbutI'llgetusedtoit

"You'reAwake"

LookingatOzashestoodbythedoorwitha

baginhand

Inod

Me:Ijustwokeup,whatisinthere

Him:Gotyousomeclothes

Me:Where?

Hedoesn'tanswerforamoment

Him:Home,MomchosethembecauseIdidn't

knowwhatyouneedanddon't

Ichuckle

Me:WhoseMom?

Him:Alona

Hepleads

Me:No,WhoseMom ?,ThelasttimeIcheckedI

didn'thaveone.Themomentshechoseto



bringhimin,forhimtomistreatmeintheplace

Iusedtocall'home',forIfeltunwelcomed

,unloved,Forshechosetoturnablindeyeto

whathewastryingtodo.Forshechosehim

overmeherowndaughterForshecalledmea

DisgracefulwhorebecauseItriedtoseduceher

man,sheisnotmymother.

Him:It'lltaketimeforyoutoforgiveher

Me:UntilIdo,I'dratherleaveinthestreetsthan

beunderherroof.Imightnotknowwhomshe

decidestobringnext

Him:Youarenotgoingtoliveinthestreets

ndikhona

Hesaysashecomestowardsme,puttinghis

handovermyshoulderashesitsdownbeside

mehuggingmetohim

Him:You'remorethanwelcometocomelive

withme,inmymansion

Hebrags



Him:You'reonmywillforwhenIdieyoutakeit

Ikeepquiet

Him:Planningmydeathalready?,Iknowmy

houseisbeautifulandallbutdon'tyouthinkits

toosoonforyoutoremovemeoutofthe

picture.?

Ichuckleathissilliness

Him:That'swhatIwanttohear

Hesayswipingthetearsundermyeyes

Him:Ihatetoseeyousad

Ilookathimsmiling

Him:Itmakesyoumoreuglythanyouactually

are.

Ipunchhissideashecontinuestolaughatme

Wehearclearingofthroat,turningtoseetheDR

Him:It'stimeforyourpills



Me:I'mstillnoteating

Oz:Alonacomeon,youcan'ttakepillsonan

emptystomach.Wemighthaveletyouoff

yesterdaybutwecan'tnow

Ishookmyhead

Hesighsindefeat

Dr:Missifyoudon'teat,Imightjustsedateyour

andforcefeedyouthroughapipe.Trustmeits

notpleasant

LookingatMybrotherforatleasttobackupme,

heshrugs

Takingthesmallbowlofoatsfromhiswaiting

hand

Ifillthespoonwithit

Bringingittomymouth,Iopenmymouth

hesitantlyandtakeit

Ikeepitinmymouthforaminutedeciding

whetherIshouldswallowornot



Swallowingit,IshutmyeyescloseasIfeelit

almostcomingbackupbutitdoesn't

Dr:Takeiteasy,youdon'thavetoeatitall

atleast3spoonswilldofornow.Takethese

whenyoudone.

Hesaysplacingaboxfilledwithacoupleof

differentpillsbesidemebeforeheexits
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Wokenupbyanursethatevening

ApparentlyitwastimeformetoeatsothatI

cantakemypills

ScrunchingmynoseupindistasteasIhelda

bowlofsoup,chickensouptobespecific

Itdidn'tlookappetising

"Youshouldbowdownandthankgodforme"



Romeosaysasheenters,Abrownpaperbagin

hand

Kissingmycheek,handsmethebag

OpeningitItakeoutsomemuffinsandafruit

salad

Me:You'relifesaver,IthinkIshouldgetmyself

inhospitalmore.

Isaytryingtojoketoeasethetension

Him:YouknowIalwaysspoilyou.

InodasImunchonthesalad

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Him:Alona.

Isigh

Me:I'mscared,I'malwaysscaredthath-he

mightcomebackandthist-timehe'lls-

Him:Don'tthinklikethat



Hesayshuggingmyside

Me:Butyouknowitstruethathemightcome

Hedoesn'tanswerme.

Me:W-WhathappenedthatdayafterIblacked

out?

Ilookathimasheclencheshisjaw

Him:Igotinjustintime,H-hehadhispants

halfwaydone

Heshookhisheadatthememory

Him:Thatbastard,Igothimoffyouandgave

himacoupleofpunches.Iwasnomatchfor

him,damnhisstrongbutIwasn'tgoingtolet

himgetawaywithassaultingmybestfriend

Ismiledathim

Him:Heranawaythough,WhenIsawyou

blackedoutIphonedReeceandwetookyouto

thehospital.Hewassomad.

Me:That'shimforyou



Him:Hasyourmomcometoseeyou

Ishrug

Him:Unentlonieh?Sheshouldbe,afterwhatsh

-

Me:Don't,Idon'twanttotalkabouther.

Him:Okay.

Him:HeeyaziuEnzo'sbeenbuggingmelately,

demandinganswersonyourwellbeing

Me:Howd-

Him:Englishclass,Mrspillaymentioneditand

thatweshouldallgetyouafruitbasketand

blahblah,justtoshowoursupport

Me:That'ssosweetofher.

Him:LounguEnzo,Akonelikuz'bethisango

Reecene?

Me:WellReece'sdoesn'thavetoknowabout

Enzoandwhathedoes

Him:Alwaysdefendinghimevenwhenhe



bullshitsyouoverandover

Iglareathim

Me:Lasttimewetalkedabouthim,youknow

howitended.

Herollshiseyes.

Wesattherewhilehefilledmeonwhathas

beenhappeninginthesecoupleifdaysIwas

hospitalized,tillitwastimeforhimtogo.

Ijustsatonmyownstaringatthewalls

Thinkingabouteverything

"Wow"

Snappingoutofmythoughts,turningtoseea

doctorstandingbythedoor

Hewasn'ttheonethathasbeencheckingon

mesinceIwasadmitted,thisone

Hewasyoung

Him:ItsnoteverydaythatIgettoseebeautiful

patients



Me:Doyoualsousethatlineonyourprevious

patient?

Heshookhishead

Him:Imightconsiderkeepingyouhereall

monthlongjustsoIcangettoseeyou

everyday

Me:Keeponflirting,ifit'spartofyourjob,go

ahead

Him:I'mjustgivingoutcompliments

Hesaidashecametowardsme,

Him:Ithinkyoucangohomeinthenextcouple

ofdays,Thelastdoctorwhohadbeenchecking

onyouhadgivenmeaspecialdietforyourto

take

Inod

Hecontinuestoexaminemeandwhenhewas

doneheendedupsittingwithmeforthenext

hourbecausehewasalreadydonerunninghis

errands



Him:DoIgettoleavewithyournumber?

IchucklewhileIshookmyheadNo

Him:IthoughtIwasdoingaprettygoodjobat

beingacompany

Ilaughatthefacehemakes

Hetriedpoutingbutfailedmiserably

Me:Wellyouarebutthatdoesn'tmeanyoucan

getmynumber

Him:Toughcookietobreakuh?,Ijustwannabe

friends

Iponderonitforamoment

Me:Justfriends?

Hequicklynodsgivingmeasheepishgrin

Me:Fine

Isaidcallingoutmynumbers

Him:I'veneverhadtosweattogetagirls

number,Ialwaysmygoodlooksandmy



physic,Statusalwayscameinhandy,clearlynot

toyou

Hesaidgrumpily

Igiggled

Him:Yourcutethough,guessyouwereworth

sweatingfor

Hewinksatmebeforegettinguptoleave

Him:I'llseeyoulater
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Forgetthebadmemories,facethepresentwith

faith,prepareforyourfutureandappreciate

thosewhoarealwaysthereforyou.

Fewweekslater

ForacoupleofdaysIhadtogoforafew



checkupsandsometherapynowandthen

Iwasdonewithmytreatmentandlwassurely

gettingbetter.

Iwastryingtogetmylifebackbutthings

weren'tthesame

Ihadtoadjusttomynewlifewithoutmy

motherinitandinanewenvironment

Ihaddecidedtomoveinwithmybrother

Ihaven'tandIwouldn'tsetafootattheplaceI

oncecalledhome

Ididn'twanttotalknorseeherandOzhad

alreadybeggedmeafewtimesjusttosortit

outwithher(Mom)butIalwaysrefused.

Itwasbad

IhadfailedfirsttermandIkindofexpectedit

Ireallycouldn'tconcentrateandIdidn'tgivemy

schoolworkmyall,Iwaseitherdistractedor



justlostconcentrationduringalesson.

Ipromisedmyselftogetbackupwhenschools

reopenthoughcauseIreallyneededthesecond

term markstobeattheirbestsothatIcould

usethemtoapplyforuniversitythefollowing

year.

Lungelo,thatsonofabitchwasstillontherun

SometimesIfearedthathe'dcomebackand

hurtmebutIalwaysremindedmyselfthatmy

brotherhasmyback

Allinallnotforgettingmyfriends.

Thereisnostrongerbondthatexiststhana

friendshipbetweentwobesties.Evenifyou

haveabigcircleoffriendsthereisalwaysgoing

tobethatspecialone.Thosearetheonesyou

cantrustwithanything

Romeowasthatone

Hewasbymysidethroughitall,

Supporting



Butallrelationshipsneedtobemaintained

MyfriendshipwithEntle

Thoughshedidn'treallyknowthefullstory,she

triedherbesttobethereformem

Reece?,Idon'twannatalkaboutthatAss-

Don'tyoudarelookatmelikethat.

-SchoolHoliday

Iwasstandingoutsidereece'shouse,bythe

door.

Heopensforme,wearing blackguttertrack

pantsthathungdangerouslylowonhiships

andamusclevest

Damn.

Snappingoutofit,Ilookupathim

Me:Undibizel'entoni?

Him:MorningtoyoutooPrincess,Whatalovely



waytogreetyourpartner.

Gettinginside

Igositatthecouch,lettingthecoolbreezehit

myskin

Theslidingdoorwasopenshowingabeautiful

viewoutside

Theinvitingpoolwithdarkbluewater

Him:Youwannagoin?

Heaskedashesawmelookingatit

Ishookmyhead

Me:Andgiveyouthesatisfactionofseeingme

halfnaked?Nothanks.

Him:I'llgiveyousomethingtowear.

Heoffers

Me:Idon'tfancysmellinglikeyou

Hechuckles

Him:SuityourselfcauseIamgoingforaswim



Hesaystakingoffhisvest

Damn!,ohwellyoucan'tblamemefordrooling

I'mprettysureitswhatyouwouldhavedoneif

youwereinmyshoesrightnow

Hiswelldefinedabs,theVthatwasvisiblewhen

y-

Him:You'vegotdroolonthecornerofyour

mouth

Snappingoutofit

Isnort

Me:Youwish

Him:IknowI'mhotandallnoneedtodenyit

princess.These-

Hesayspointinghisabs

Me:I'veseenbetter

Him:Yeah,IfyoutellingmeaboutyourEx

boyfriendnembambozakhe.Whoa.



Hesaysheadingtowardsthepool

Me:Ihopeyoudrown

Imumble

Hechucklesbeforejumpingin.

Myphonebeepsanincomingmessage,takingit

outfrommypocket

IreadatextfromNjabulo(TheguyImetwhenI

washospitalized-'theedoctor')

Hesometimestextedmewhenhewasn'tbusy

atthehospitalandwe'dhaveachat.

Itextedhimbackandputmyphonebesideme

after.

Ijustsattherebymyselfmyeyesroaming

around..

Iwasbored,andthewaterlookedinviting

Him:Stillnotcoming?



Hesmirksatme

Onlygodknowswhathewasgoingtodotome

deepdownthere

Ishookmyhead

Takingtheremotecontrol,Ichannelhop

Findingsomething

Isitbackinthecouchandrelax

Peace.

ImaginetheshockIhadwhenIfelthimlifting

meup

BeforeIcouldscreamathim,Hejumpedinto

thewaterwithme

Quicklypushingmyselfup,Itrytocatchmy

breath

Removingmyhairfrommyfaceandputtingit

backbeforeSwimmingtotheside,Isitonthe

slabtryingtocatchmybreath

Me:A-Areyoutryingt-tokillmeorwhat?



Him:I'dneverkillsomeonesosexy

Hesayslookingbelowmychest

HecouldseethroughthewhitevestIwas

wearing

Mybralessbreasts,mynipples

Foldingmyarmstomychest

Him:Wow.

Lookingdownagain,he'snowlookingatmy

breastthathavegoneupturningintoa

cleavagebecauseofmyarmsunderthem.

Lettinggo

Igotup,pullingmyshortsdownwhileItookmy

shoesoffandthrewthemathimbutheducked

Goinguptohisroom,Itookmyclothesoffand

puttingonarobethatIfound

Openingthebathroomdoor,hepassesme

someshirtandhisboxers

whilehewentoutwithmywetclothes



Wearingthem,wellmorelikethemwearingme

Theshirtendedjustabovemyknees

Combingmyhairinawettightbunonmyhead,

Iwentout

Him:Izapha

Hemotionformetocometohimashesatat

theedgeofthebedshirtless.Godhistattoos

scarethehelloutofme

Swallowingthelump

Walkingtohim,hepullsmetostandinbetween

hislegs

Placinghishandsoneithersideofmywaisthe

pullsmeclosertohim

Him:Youlooksofuckingsexywearingmy

clothes..youknowthat?

Ididn'tsayanything

IfIhadachoiceIswearIwouldn'thaveput

themonbutsinceminewherewetIhadto.



Liftingmyshirtupabitrevealingmystomach

andplacingakissonit

Pullingawayfromhimtoglare,hereturnsitand

beforehecouldsaysomething

Hisphoneringssavingmefromwhatwas

coming

Heanswersitwithanod

Hestand'supheadingtowardsme,Takingmy

handheintertwinedourfingerstogetherand

openedthedoorsowecouldheaddownstairs

Tryingtopullmyhandawayfromhim,heputs

pressureonittillIalmostfeltitnumb

Iwinceinpain,heglaresatmedaringmetotry

Pullitagain

Isitdownwhilehegoestoopenthedoor

Incomesacoupleofhisfriends,Greetingme

beforeReeceshootsdaggersatthem

Threateningthemtonotevensideglanceme



Girl:Namloandi'noncokolanaye?

(EvenIcan'ttalktoher)

Reece:Cimbutheniwena?

Girl:ItsnotlikeI'mlesbiannaweuyandazi

mowcyou'veonceortwicefu-

Guy:Thenjiswa

Shestopsher,glaringattheguybeforeturning

tolookatReece

Girl:Mxmumncincinobamncinciakhonto

ndizoy'ncokolanayephof.(she'syounganyway

whatcanIpossiblychatwithher)

Reece:Uphume,umnyangouyamaziujonge

ngaphi(Yougetout,youknowwherethedooris)

Girl:Nowebedroomyakhondawazi.

(Ialsoknowwhichsideisyourbedroom)

Shewinksathim

Ok.Awkward



Reecegetsup,tellingthegirltofollowhim

Shegladlygetsup,smirkingatme

Theydon'tgoupstairsthough,tothekitchen

Itwasn'tafewminuteswhenweallhearda

screamcomingfromthere

ItseemslikeIwastheonlyonewhowas

startledbecausejustasitcameagain

Oneoftheguyshadopenedcoolerboxthey

camewithandstartedpassingaroundbeers

Mebeingme,Curiositygotthebetterofme

GoingtothekitchentofindReecefistingthe

Girlshair,leaningdowntoherlengthashe

whisperedsomethingtoherearwhilesheheld

hercheek

Commandinghertoleave,onlythenhenotices

I'mthere

Thegirlpassesbybumpingintomyshoulder

Murmuringsomethinglike"Enjoyitwhileitlast"



Sheleaves

Reececomestowardsme

SwallowingnervouslyItakeafewstepsback

buthequicklygrabsmebymyarm

Him:YintoningoAlona?

Iquicklyshookmyhead

Me:A-Ayonto

Lookingatmeforamoment,heprobablyknew

Iwaslying

Hedragsmewithhimtothefront

Sittingdown,takingabeerandtakingasip

Engaginginachatlikenothinghappened.
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Laterthatevening

IwassittingbesidehimonthecouchwhileI

hadmyheadonhisshoulder,Itwasaforced



moveofcourse

IplayedsomegameonmyphonewhileIate

fromthepacketofchips

Reece'sfriendswherestillhere,includingthe

GirlwhoIfoundhernameisThenjiswa

ShewasglaringatmenowandthenbutIdidn't

mindher

"Iyangxolalephoneyakho,Alona"

IalmostjumpedstartledwhenIheardReece's

deepvoice

Eshee

Me:X-xolo.

IsaidasIquitinthemiddleofthegame,

switchingmyphoneoff.

"SoherbrotherisOkaywithyoudatingher?"

Iheardsomeguyask.

Ifonlyyouknew.



Reece:WenauyintoKulentouyibuzayo?

TheGuyraisedhishandsinsurrenderashe

probablycoulddetectthatReecemightpounce

onhimbyanysecond.

Awkwardsilence.

Ihadafeelingtheyallfearedhim(Reece).

Reece:Alona.

Iturnedtolookathim,waitingforhimtosay

something

Snakinghishandaroundmywaistwhilethe

otherheldanalmostemptyglassofwhiskey,

itssmellwaswaytoostrongitwashurtingmy

nostrilsifImightadd

Reece:Cany-(stoppingmidsentence)

Ihadafeelinghewasgoingtoaskbutdecided

notto,HewasusedtogivingoutCommands

Reece:Gomakesomethingformeandmyguys

toeat.



Itwasabitofaaskingandacommandatthe

sametime

AndwhowasItodenyhim?

Inodbeforegettinguptoheadtohiskitchen

SighinginAnnoyance

Openingthefridgethatcouldswallowmewhole,

Itwasthathuge

IsawalotoffoodthatIwasunfamiliarwith

TakingoutwhatI'llbeneedingtocookstew,my

favourite

Itakeoutthebeeffromthedeepfreezer

IguessI'llfigureoutwhereeverythingisforme

tocook.

25+IwasalmostdonewiththestewandIwas

stirringpapontheside

"Itsmellsgreatinhere"

Closingthepottoturntolookatsomeguy,One

ofReece'sfriends



Me:UhT-Thanks.

Openingthefridge,hetakesouticecubes

Him:He'sreallylucky

Me:Pardon?

Him:Tohaveyou.Imeanyou'refullpackage,It's

almostImpossibletofindgirlslikeyouthese

days.

Me:Uhuhm

OhNohe'snot,ifhewasn'tthreatening/

forcingmetobewithhim,Iwouldhavemade

suretostayawayfromhimandhe'dneverget

thechancetobewithme.

ButIdidn'tsaythatthough.

Him:I'mSabelo.

HeIntroduceshimself



Him:Ialreadyknowwhoyouare.Soyoulike

cooking.?

Hetriestomakeaconversation.

Ishrug.

Him:Youdon'ttalkmuchhu?

"Shedoes,She'sgotasmartmouthifyouask

mebutshejustdoesn'tuseitmuchtopeople

shedon'treallylike"

Eshee

Reece:Phuma

Hetellstheguy,sayingnomore

HeheadstowardsReecebutbeforehepasses

him,Reecepuncheshiminthestomachbefore

hesayssomethingtohimandtheguygoesout.

Him:Ilikethis,youwearingmyshirtBusyin

ourkitchen

Hesayslikewhathejustdiddidn'tevenbother

himitwasthemostnormalthingtodo



Comingtostandbehindme,hewrapshisarms

aroundmewhilerestinghisheadonmycollar

bone

Me:I'mdonecooking

Isaypullingoutofhisholdpretendingtogo

washmyhandsthesinkbeforegoingupstairs.

Findingmynowdriedclothes,Ichangeinto

thembeforetakingmybagheadingdownstairs

Findingtheguyswiththeirplates,eating

"Uyaphi?"LookingatReece

Me:Ndiya'goduka.

Him:Kutshoba?

Ilookathimconfused

Him:You'resleepingover.

Hesaysleavingnoroomfordiscussion

Me:Andizugqityelwanguwebandithin'

Isay,Tryingtostanduptohim



Hepausesforaminute

Ithinkeveryonestoppedeatingbynow

Him:Uthini?

Heasks,InawaythatsaidIheardyouthefirst

timebutI'mgivingyouachancetosay

otherwise.

Musteringallthecourage

Me:Undivile(Youheardme)

Isayheadingtowardsthedoortoheardout

beforeIwasviolentlygrabbedbymyarm,

almosttwisted

Heslamsmeonthewallbymyside

"Reecebruh"

Iheardoneofhisguys

Reece:Stayoutofit.

Hesaid,hisvoicecalm.

Holdingmyarminadeathgrip,I'msureitwas



goingtobruise.

ItrytopryhishandoffwhileItriedtoavoidthe

painalso

Him:NdithiAwuzuhamba,Alona.Wenauthini?

Suckinginmybreath,Ididn'twanttocryin

frontofthem

Ishookmyhead

Me:A-Andithethi(I'mnotsayinganything)

Itellhimwhathewantstohear,lettinghim

knowhehaswononceagain

Him:Good.

Hesayslettinggoofme,takingmedowntosit

nexttohim

Hetookthetraythathadaplateon

Spooningsomefoodbeforehebringsittomy

mouth,Iopenmymouthhesitantlyandtakeit

Lettingmechewwhileheturnedhisattention

tohisguysandgirl.



Youknowwhat?,Hewasshit.

Him:UlilelantoAlona?

Ididn'tevenknowthatIwascryingatthis

moment,FuriouslyWipingthemAwaywiththe

backofmyhandbecausetheydecidedto

betraymenow

IAbruptlystandupandheadupstairs

Slammingthedoorshutbehindme

Igotakeashowermaybeitwillmakemefeel

betterrightnow

AfterIwasdone,Ilotionandworesomeofhis

clothes

Gettinginsidethecovers,Itakemyphone

switchingiton

IhadafewmissedcallsfromOz

Callinghim,Itringsforafewminutesbeforehe

picksup



Him:UkheubenayoIairtimekanti?,

Me:Always.

Him:I'msurenezizibolekwayoi'Emergency

airtime'zibuzwakuwe

Me:Suzenzamhlengam.

Hechuckles

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:I'msleepingoveratRomeo's

Him:It'sagoodthingyouaregettingyourold

selfbackbendidikiwengulagrannyubunguye.

Hechuckles

Him:Soyoutwoarehavinggirlsnight,Imean

guysnig-ohgirl/guynight?ItsoundsAwkward

butanywayhavefun

Ilaughathissilliness,Iknewhesaidthefirst

fewwordsonpurpose

Me:Sure,Andwhatareyoudoingrightnow?



Him:Inthemiddleofbangingsomechick,She

wasabouttocumwhenyoucalledbutshejust

hadtowait.Itsnotimportantthanthephone

callI'mhavingrightnow

Me:Oz!

Iscrunchmynoseashelaughsontheside,I

quicklyhangup

Hewasalwayslookingforwaystoscarme

Puttingmyphoneunderthepillow,Iclosemy

eyestryingtogetmyselftosleepnotbeforethe

dooropens

Peekingouttoseewhoitis,Reece.

RollingmyeyesbeforeIcovermyself

ItjustafewsecondsbeforeIheardhim

shufflingbehindme,gettingundertheblankets

alsohewrapshisarmsaroundmywaist

Hisallthetimemove

BringingmeclosetohimthatIcouldfeelhis



hardchestonmyback

Him:Princess

Ikeepquiet

Him:Alona?

Ignorehim.

Helightlypinchesme

Me:OuchmarnYintoni!?

Him:HayisuthethaelohlobonamAlona

Him:Ndijongexandithethanawefuthi

ItakeadeepbreathjustsoIcouldstopmyself

fromclawinghisfaceoff

Turningtolayonmybacknowfacingthe

ceilingthanhim

Him:XoloAlona

Me:Okay

Him:Okaynto?

Me:WhateveryouApologisingfor



Him:TheniunjeAlona

Me:Iknowyouaregoingtodoitagain,treatme

liketrashthenyougoingtoapologize

Him:Itsnoteverydayyouhearmesayingthe

word,ItjustsoundsAwkwardandI'mnotgoing

toputmyselfinanAwkwardpositionagain

meaningIwon'tdoitagain

Me:Actuallyyoucanandthendecidenotto

apologize

Him:YouknowIhatehurtingyou.

Me:Thenwhydoit?

Him:XauzondqhelakakubiPhambkwamajita

am,sogqibandikuyekebonabazobasathini,

Alona?UndenzaWeakmocngo.IknowI've

gotasoftspotforyoubutifyougoingtopiss

meoffthenI'lldowhateverIwouldhavedone

tothemtoyou.

Me:Andyouthinkwhatyoudoingitsokay?

Bullyingpeopleintodoingthingsyourwayand



iftheydon'tyouusethemasyourpunchingbag

Heshrugs

Him:It'stheonlywaytomakethemnotbullshit

me.

Me:There'sactuallyathingcalled'talking'it

helpsalot.

Him:Ithathaixesha.Whynotletmyfistdothe

talking?Itactuallydoesamuchbetterwork

thanmouth,Itgetsthemessagefast.

Him:Ilikeitwhenyoutalktomewithoutyour

cheekiness

Me:Ayisubandafunait'sjustthatyouandyour

wayofhandlingthingsannoym

Him:Wellyoubettergetusedtoit

Me:Iwon't,I'llalwaysspeakmymindunlike

themwhoallowyoutowalkalloverthemlike

they'reyourlapdogs



Him:Becareful,Angakukhabisingamlomlomo

wakho

Hesayskissingthecornerofmylipsbefore

gettingupsayinghe'sgoingforashower.

Ididn'tfeellikegoingtosleepyet,Gettingup

fromthebed

Iwalktothebalconye,Watchingthelightsin

thecity

Theywerereallybeautifulatnight

"Ihopeyounotthinkingofjumpingoffthat

balcony"

Ishookmyhead

Me:I'mthinkingofawayofgettingyoutojump

off.
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WakingupSaturdaymorning,Ialmostjumped

outofbedwhenIfoundmyheadrestingontop



ofReece'sbarechest

Imagineopeningyourblurryeyesandthefirst

thingyouseeissomescaryink

I'vebeensayingthisforawhile,histattoos

scaremesomehowthoughsomeoneelse

mightfindthemuniqueandcooltomethey

Weren'tneither.

Tryingtowiggleoutofhishold,insteadhe

bringsmeevenmoreclosertohimsnuggling

hisfaceinmyhair

Him:Uyaphi?

Heasksinhismorningvoice,Damnitsounded

se--Clearsthroat-,stillnotopeninghiseyes

Me:Tothetoilet,Iwannapeejustletgoofme!

Him:Firstgimmeakiss

Hesayspoutinghispinklips

Eshee

Me:It'sjustsecondstillIcan'tholditanymore.



Looseninghisarmsoffme

Igotupandquicklywenttothetoilettodomy

business

Iwasn'tsurprisedtoseehimenter.

Splashingmyfacewiththewater,Itookaspare

brushandstartedbrushingmyteeth

Him:Ilooklikeshit

Hesaidstaringathishangoverfaceonthe

mirror

Me:Yeah.

Isaidjusttotickhimoff

Heglaresatmebeforecomingtostandbehind

me

Placinghishandoneithersideofmyhips

Rollingmyeyes

Me:Itseemslikeyoucan'tgoforlongwithout

touchingme.



Him:Itshardtokeepmyhandstomyselfwhen

Iseeyourcurvaceousbody

Me:Idon'tlikeit.

Him:Why?Becauseitmakesyourbodyreactin

awayyoudon'twantitto,itgivesyou..whatdo

yougirlscallit?Ohbutterflies?

Me:No.Itrepulsesmeactuallymakesmeshiver

indisgust.

Hechuckles

Him:I'msureitdoes.

Him:Iwanttoaskyousomething.

Ishrug

Him:Ifwemetindifferentcircumstances,

wouldyouhavegivenmeachanceifIasked

youtodateMe?

Me:No.

Henods.

Him:Why?



Me:You'renotmytype

Him:WhattypeamI?

Me:Badguykindathing

Him:Soyoupreferfuckboy?LikeyourEx

boyfriend,Icanbethat.

Me:Ipreferneither,Iwouldn'twantsomeone

likeyouanyway

Him:Youwouldn'twantSomeonewithmy

Looksorpersonality?

Ipauseforaminute,thinking.

Me:Personality

Him:Soyoulikemylooksit'smypersonality

youdon'tlike?

Hesmirksatme

Him:Tellmethepictureyoupaintedinyour

mindforthe'perfectguy'foryou.

Me:Hedoesn'thavetobeperfect.Aslongas

webuildarelationshipwherethere'slove,



trust,respectandloyaltythatliesonbothsides,

ButIknowthat'salmostimpossiblein

nowadays.

Him:Makemeacupofstrongblackcoffee.

Heblurtsout

IgnoringwhatIjustsaidtohim,hecanbea

moodkillerwhenhewantsto.

Me:I'mnotyourmaid

Him:NeversaidyouwereIwasjustaskingyou

politelytomakeitforme

Me:Youforgottosayplease.

Hejuststaresatme,hispatiencerunningout

Me:HowsureareyouthatIwon'tpoisonit?

Helooksatmeasiftryingtofiguresomething

out.

Him:Youwon't,nowgo.

Me:SureMaster



Note:Sarcasmatitsbest.

Him:I'llbegladwhenyoucallmethatwhenwe

fucking,makingsurethatIhititrightthatyou

won'twalkproperlyforacoupleofdays.

Ialmoststoppedonmywayoutbutthought

thatIshouldn'tgivehimthesatisfactionofhim

seeingmyhorrifiedexpressionrightnow.

Ihearhisdeeplaughterbehindme,heknows

thathegottome.

Makingthecupofcoffeehowhewantedit,I

wastemptedtodosomethingtoitbutIthought

noIshouldn't

Iwastotakeittohim,whenIsawhimcoming

downthestairs

Jamaican-ishdesignershadescoveringhis

eyes.

Whycan'thejustdiefromthishangover?

Takingthecupinmyhandhewasabouttokiss

mycheekbutIsmoothlyduckedofftowipethe



kitchenbar.

Him:I'mgoingoutIneedtotakecareof

somethingquickly,bebackinacoupleofhours

Me:Whydon'tyoudropmeoffhomeonyour

way?

Isuggest

Him:BecauseIdon'twantto.

Hesaysbluntly

Me:I'lltakeataxithen

Him:Neversaidyoucanleave.

Me:Reece

Him:Don'tstart,Alona.

Hesaidashemadehiswayoutwiththecupin

hand.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ispentthedayallalonelockedupinthishuge

house



Reecewouldcallnowandthenassuminglyto

checkuponmebutIneverpickedup

Iwasmadathimforleavingmehereallby

myselfwhenIcouldhavewenthometomy

comfortzone.

StandingupboredtoapointwhereIdecidedto

gouptohisroomforanap.

GettinginhisclosettolookforsomethingthatI

couldwear

IwantedtokeepmyownclothescleansoI

couldhavesomethingtowearwhenIwentback

home

Rummagingthroughhisclothestillthedeep

endwhereIfoundaboardwallwiththislittle

redbuttonthatwasalmostunnoticeable

IsowantedtoPressitsothatIcouldseewhat

isitfor

Readyingmyfingertopress,Istopmidway

Whatifitsabomb?



Ohcomeon,Wenotinthemovies.

Pressingit,somedooropensleadingtoanother

room

Gettingin,IfIdon'tdiefromaheartattackright

nowIdon'tthinkthere'sanythingthatcanget

metohaveit.

IwasstartingtothinkthatI'mactuallyina

movie

Asmallroom,withallsortsofweapons

Maybenotall,ohwellwhatdidIknowabout

them?

FromGunsindifferentsizesandshapes,-.OkI

don'tknowwhateverythinginherewas.

Lookingataglassframeonthewallaheadof

me,abulletwithsomethingthatlookedlike

bloodatthetipWasplasteredinsideit.

Chartboardontheothersideoftheroomwr-

"Boo!"



Ialmostjumpedoutofmyskinifithontsinje

lomchamoaliphumanga.

Hearinghisdeepvoicewhisperingsolowinto

myearthatIalmostdidn'thearhim

Reece.

IthinkIwassweating,likeIcouldliterallyfeela

dropofsweatfallingfrommyforeheadtothe

side.

MyheartwasthumpingsohardthatIthoughtit

mightjustjumpoutofmychest.

Frozenonthespot.

Him:Scared?

Heaskedhisvoicesocalm

Ialwayshateitwhenhewaslikethis,calm

Youdon'tknowwhattoexpectbecausehe'sso

unpredictable

Him:Ufunantoniapha?

Mywordswestuckinmythroat.



Him:FUCKENANSWERME!

Heyelledoutatme,makingmejumpstartled.

Grabbingmebymyarm,Abruptlyturningmeto

lookupathim

I'mluckythatingaloyamayophukanga.

Him:Alona!

Ijustblinkedonceandtearsstreameddownmy

cheeks.

Slammingmeatthenearestwall,Icouldfeelthe

pain

Me:I-IswearId-didn'tmeantoe-enduphere,I

w-wasllookingfors-somethingtowearbut

thenIsawthebuttonandI-I(gulp)wascurious.

Him:Curiositykilledthecat

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat

Me:I'mnotac-catandyouaren'tgoingtokill

me.

Iblurtout



Me:Thecatwasdumb

Icontinuetorumble.

Him:Andsoareyou.

Hesaysbeforehethrewme,hittingthecorner

ofametaltableinthemiddleoftheroomwith

mywaist.Iscreamoutinpainbeforemore

tearscloudmyvision

Me:Ididn'tm-meantoenduphere,pleasedon't

Ibeg

Him:Shutup

Hesays

Me:Why(hiccup)areyoukeepingtheseanyway?

Him:WhatdoyouexpectfromaGangleader's

house?Barbiedolls?

Hewasagangleader?

Hewasinagang.

Me:You'reaag-g



Pickingmeupbymythroat,Ihadmyhandto

myside

ItstillhurtandIcouldn'tstandproperlyatthe

moment.

Him:Comeon,sayitwithmegang-leader.

Hesaidsislowlikehewasteachingapre

schoolersomewords

Him:Ithoughtyouhavealreadyfigureditout.

Me:DoyouthinkIwouldhavesnoopedaround?

Iwouldhaveaskedyouupfrontaboutit

Isaytryingtopryhishandsfrommyhairbutit

wasimpossiblebecauseIhadtoputmineback

tomywaistasanotherpainshootsthrough

Him:Yintoni?

Me:Ugqibileundibethasogqibauyandibuzaba

yintoni?,I'magirlnotoneofyourguyssowhen

youdecidetomanhandlemeofcourseI'll

bruiseeasily



Helookeddownatme,didIseeworrycrosshis

face?Probablynot

Him:KhangendikubetheAlona(Ididn'tbeat

youAlona)

Me:Undenzeni?(whatdidyoudo)

Hepicksmeupbridal,tryingtowriggleoutof

hisholdinsteadIhurtmyselfmore.

Heputsmeontopofhisbed

Standingthererunninghishandthroughhishair.

Hegoestothebathroom

Closingmyeyesshuttoendurethepain

Him:Khulula(Undress)

Lookingathimasheheldatubelikething

I'massuminghewantstorubmyside

Me:Icandoitmyself

IsaidasItriedtotakeitfromhim.

Herefusedthough



Him:Alona.

Me:Andifuni.

Him:Justtakethemoff

Ishookmyhead,No

Lookingatmeforamoment

Heputthetubebesidemebeforewalkingout.

Squeezingthecreaminmyhand,Igentlystart

rubbingmyside.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Layinginafetalpositiononthebed

Ijustgotoffthephonewithmybrother

Lyingtohimonceagain.

Reecerefusedtotakemehome,sayinghe'll

drivemethefollowingday.

Ididn'thavethestrengthtofighthim,Hejust

mademetiredwithouteventrying.

Thedoortothebedroomopens



Waitforit.

Hesitsbehindme,hearinghimsigh

Him:XoloAlona

Ichuckle

Me:Itsoundsfunnycomingfromyourmouth,

knowingwhatyouare.AGangleader,doyou

alsoforgivethemwhenyouabouttotaketheir

livesandtheybegyounotto?,whenaskingfor

forgivenessforwhatevertheydid?

Him:Ayidibani,thesearetwodifferent

scenarios.LookI'mjustapologizingforI've

doneyouwrong,leuyithethayoandiyaziingena

phi.

Me:Iforgiveyou.

Him:Youdon'tmeanitAlona

Me:OfcourseIdon't!,It'sjustthatIfearwhat

youaregoingtodotomeifIdon't.

Isayturningtolookathim.



Him:Idon'twantyoutofearme.

Ikeepsilentforaminute

Me:IfIthoughtyouwereanEvil,Coldhearted

Assh-before..ImaginewhatIthinkofyounow

thatIknowwhoyouare.

Turningbacktomyposition,Icovermyselfwith

ablanketstryingtogetmyselftosleep

Him:Awuzutyakengoku?

Trusthimtoignoreandactlikeapureasshole

inaseriousmatter.
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Dayspassedby.

IspentsomeofmytimewithReece,NotthatI

wantedto



DoyouthinkI'mgonnasaythathimandIwere

gettingalong?,Nope

Allwedidwasfight,Ialwayswentabovehim.

Challengedhimbuthe'dalwayswinandgethis

way

Ithinkbesendibhityenases'qwinikuxabana

naye.

AnotherSundayafternoonandReecehadgone

outtohandle'business'Idon'tknowwhichone

becausebesidebeingagangleaderhealso

workedatsomecompany

Ihaveonceseenhimwearingasuit

Helookedg-..Hedoesn'tdeservecompliments

fromme.

Ihadaskedhimwherehewasgoing,wellIwas

alwayscurious

Hetoldmethathewasgoingtosomemeeting

andbeforeIcouldaskanythingthinghetoldme

heworkedatthecompanybecausehedidn't



wantpeopletogetsuspiciousonhowhecould

affordeverythingwhenhedidn'twork,sohe's

workingjusttocover

Hedoesn'tgooftenthough,Iguesshewashis

ownboss

Iwascurrentlylayingdownonthematatthe

lounge

WatchingsometvshowwhenIheardaknock

atthedoor.

IknewitwassupposedlyReece'sbrother,He

hadinformedmethathewascomingintheday

totake'something'

Goingtoopenthedoor

Ilethimin

Him:Hey

Tome?,WellIwasn'texpectinghimtogreet

me.

Me:I'mthebitch,Remember?



Him:YeahhowcanIforgetournewpieceof

ass?,Reeceisgoingtopassyoutomeandthe

restofthecrew(gang)whenhe'sdonewith

you

Hechuckles.

Wow

Turningtoleavehegrabsmebymyhandto

stopme

Him:Hey!ComebackItwasjustajoke.

Me:Itsnotfunnythen

Isaygoingtositdown

Him:Youknowwedidn'tstartongoodterms

andI'msorryforthat,youprobablythinkI'ma

jerk

Me:Likeyourbrother

Imumble

Him:Iknow,andI'msorry

Hesaidsincerely



Me:Areyoualsoinhisgang?

Iaskedconfusedatthepoliteness,especially

whenheisReece'sbrother

Him:Iam

Me:Aren'tyousupposedtobeheartlesslike

yourbrother

Hearchedhisthickbrowupandshookhishead

ashebegantolaugh

Him:Iambutnottocuteinnocentpeoplelike

you.

Ijustlookedathim

Heclearedhisthroat

Him:Amnotreallylikehim

Me:Sure..soyouknowwhathe'sdoingtome

right'forcing'metobewithhim ?,andyoudo

agreewithit?

Heshrugs

Him:No



Me:OkayYou'rehisbrothermaybeyoucantalk

tohim?

Him:AndNo,oncehehashismindto

something,He'llkillanyonetokeepitespecially

Inthiscase

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:He'sneverdonethistoanyothergirl,

you'retheonlyonehe'severshowedreal

affectionto

Me:Isthatsupposedtomakemefeelspecial?

Heshrugs

Him:You'rethefirstfemalethathewouldkill

for

Me:Imustbeluckythen

Note:SarcasmAlert

Him:Heisn'tthatbadyouknow.?

Me:ArewestilltalkingaboutthesameReece?

Him:I'mseriousAlona



Me:Idon'twanttoknowhim,Allhehasbeen

doingismakingmylifealivinghell.Hetreats

melikehispropertyandhehasnorespectfor

me!Allhedoesisthreatenmeandhurtsme

whenIgoagainsthim.TellmewhatpartofHim

isn'tbad?

Hepausesforaminutes

Him:He'shadatoughupbringing,halfthe

thingshehasbeenthrough...

Hepausesfeelinglikehehasgivenawaytoo

much

Him:Hedoesn'tknowhowtoshowlove

Me:Soheshowsitbymistreatingme?

Him:Yes.

Me:Niphambenenobabinimoc

Him:LookallI'mtryingtosayisthatheloves

youbutdoesn'tknowhowtoexpressit,he's

tryingthough.Hewoulddoanythingand

everythingtoprotecttheoneshelovessothey



don'thurtanyoneeveragain..

Hesaysashetrailsoffindeepthoughts

Him:Hemaynotshowthathelikesyoutheway

youareusedtoobuttrustme,youarethefirst

femalethathasevergottenhisattentionthe

wayyouhave.Hewoulddoanythingand

everythingforyou

Me:Exceptlettingmego

Henods

Him:Justbarewithhim,Don'tgivehimreason

tomistreatyou.Ifhefeelsthathecantrust

youtonotleavehimthenhemaygoeasyon

you.Youalreadyseehowpossessiveheis

towardsyou.Healreadywarnedallofustostay

awayfromyouandhe'llkillusifwedefyhim.

Sighinginfrustration

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodo

Him:Justchooseyourbattleswithhim



Hesaysashegetsuptogoupstairs

Itakemytimetoprocessallhehassaid

ThoughEnzowasalwaystheperfectguy,Orso

Ithought.TreatedmelikeIshouldbetreated,I

knewIlostapartofmetohim.NowwithReece

IknowIwillloosemoreofmyselfandIdon't

wantthatbutmaybeIwillgainsomethingthatI

havebeenlacking..andthatisstrengthanda

voicetostandupformyself

Nottohimofcourse,EvenifItriedIknowhe'll

alwayshaveitlastbutIwasn'tgoingtoeverlet

himhaveiteasy.

Maybehewasn'tthatbadafterall,MaybeI

shouldlearntoatleasttoleratehimsothatI

won'tgethurt

AmImakingsenserightnow?

We'lljustseehowitgoes.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••

StillatReece'shouse.



Iwasinthemiddleofcookingearlysupper

Spaghettiandmeatballs,OneofthefewthingsI

wasfamiliarwithfromhisgrocery.

Hehadn'tcomeba-

"Alona"

Iheardhimcallout

Iguesshewasherethen

Justbecalm,don'tgethimworkedupandwe'll

seehowitgoes

Me:I'mhere.

Ihearhisfootstepsapproach

Puttinghislaptopbagonthecounterbefore

standingbehindme,wrappinghisarmsaround

mywaistbringingmeintohiswarmchest

beforesnugglinghisheadonthecrookofmy

neck

Him:Imissedyou.



Hemumbles

Him:DidZanecome?

Hewasreferringtohisbrother

Inod

Him:Didhetrysomething?

Ishookmyhead

Him:Awukwazuvul'umlomoAlona?

Heaskedgettingirritated

Yousee?,NomatterwhatItryhe'llsomehow

getpissed

Me:Hecame,khangeahlalehejustwent

upstairsforwhateverthenwahamba

Him:Youwerehopingthathestays?

Me:Hayi.

Hegoestothecabinet,takingoutabottleof



whiskeythatwashalfwayempty.Asquare

shapedglassbeforecomingtositdownatthe

barchair

Him:YintoAlona?(Whatisit)

Lookingattheglassnowfilledwithwhiskey

Me:Awuzutyaqala?(Aren'tyougoingtoeat

first)

Him:UnguMamawamngoAlona?(You'remy

mothernow?)

Ishookmyhead

Me:Bendibuzanje

Him:Don't!

Inod

Dishingoutforthebothofus,Ihandhimhis

platebeforetakingmineandpouringmyself

juice.

WeateinsilenceandIwasgladforthat.

Irinsedthedisheswhenweweredoneandthen



Iwenttowatchtvonmyownwhilehewentup

stairsforwhatever.
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Continues

Moredaysrolledby.

AfterIhadtalkedtoZane(Reece'sbrother)that

day

Ihadponderedoverhiswords.

IeaseduponReece,Itriedtounderstandwhere

hecamefrom.

Andyouknowwhat,Idon'tknowhowitcameto

be

ButslowlyandsurelyallthiswhileIwasfalling

forhim

IwasFallingfortheGang-Leader.

ActuallyIhadalreadyfallenforhim.

Istoppedfeigningdenial



Itwashardformetoadmit,ButIcouldn'thideit

anymore

I'vetoldhim,heknows

AndIwaswillingtotrysomethingwithhimonly

ifhepromisedtorespectme,hesaidhe'lltry.He

waswillingtotryforme.

CurrentlyatReece'shouse

Ihadcookedandwejustfinishedeating

Iwasinthemiddleofaconversationwith

Reece.Idon'tknowhowitcameupbutIfeltlike

Ididn'treallyknowhimandIwantedhimtotell

meabouthisfamilyoratleastwhatever,he

seemstoknowallaboutmeandIknownothing

abouthimbesidehimbeingaGang-Leader

Me:Canyouatleasttrytoopenuptome

Him:UqaleninubayitherapistngoAlona?



(WhendidyouStartbeingatherapist?)

Isigh

Me:It'snotaboutmebeingatherapistI-Ijust

wantyoutotalkt-youknowwhat?Justforget

it

IsaidasIgotuptogoupstairs

IknewhewasgoingtobehardandIjustgave

uptryingwithoutevenreallytrying

Igottohisroom

Tuckingmyselfunderthecovers

Itwasn'tacoupleofminutesbeforeIheardthe

dooropen,peekingout

SeeingReecewithaglassofwhiskeyinhand

HecametositbehindmeafterIheardhim

placetheglassonthetable

"Mychildhoodhadbeennopicnic,I'dwatched

myParentsfightwitheachothereveryday"

Iturntolookathim,givinghimmyattention



Me:Aboutw-

Him:Willyoushutupandfuckenlistentomeor

shouldIshutupandletitbe.?

Hesnapsatme

Ipouse

Me:Xolo

Hesighs

Him:NoI'msorry

Hesaysrunninghishandthroughhishairin

frustration

Gettingunderthecovershimself,heputsmy

headontopofhischest

Him:Isawhowmiserabletheyhadbeen

together.

"Don'teverletanyoneseeyouweak,theywill

useitagainstyou.Shownoemotionnor

fear,thatwillbeyourstrength"Mydadusedto



tellmethatgrowingup,That'swhathewas

taughtgrowingupandwhatheinstilledinmy

brotheralsobutIwastheonewholiterallytook

ittoheart,Iwasmyfather'sson.Ilovedhim

regardlessofwhateverhedidtomymotherand

I.

I'msomuchlikehimthatisthereasonwhythe

firstincommandtitleforthegangwashanded

tomewhenhewasconvictedforseveral

chargesincludingtheonethatIwassupposed

tobejailedforbuthetooktheblameforme"

Hepausesforamomentashetakesaswig

fromhisglass

Him:Icamehomeonedaytofindmymother

beinggunpointedbymyfather,theyhadbeen

inthemiddleofoneoftheirmanyfights,Ihad

triedtoreasonwithhimtoletgoofthegun,

stubbornheis.IJumpedtohim,tryingtotakeit

Webattledtillthegunwentoffandthenext

thingweknowsheislayingthereinherown



poolofblood,theguninmyhand.Idon'tknow

whatreallyhappenedbutallIknewatthat

momentisthatIkilledher,Ididn'tmeantoI

thoughtthatIwastryingtosaveherfromhim.

Ijustsattherenexttoherlifelessbody,

Apparentlywhenthegunwentoff,the

neighborshadheardandbeforemyfather

couldforcemetohelphimcleanupandhideh-

herbodythesirenswereheard.Hetookthe

blameforwhatIdid,forkillingmyownmother

Me:Y-Youdidn'tm-meanto

IsaidasIstuttered

Him:Iwasalwaystheonebymydad'sside,at

anearlyageIwastheonetogowithhimto

meetings,jobsanddeals.Iwatchedhim,

learnedfromhimandevenidolizedtheman.

Tooblindtoseewhathewasdoingwas

absurd,Hetaughtmehowtoberespectedand

fearedjusthoweveryonedidwithhim.

Myfathersortofhatedus,buthadasortofsoft



spotforme

Healwaysusedtosaykidswerealotof

work.Theyspentyourmoneyanddirtiedyour

houseandneverappreciatedthestruggletoput

foodonthetableorclothesontheirbacks.They

wereungratefullittleassholesjustlikewomen.

SoIbuiltthesewallsshieldingmefrombeing

abletoloveinsteadjustfuckandpasswelluntil

Imetyou.

Idon'tknowwhatwasitbutIjustbecame

drawntoyou,IknowIprobablysoundlikea

fucken'pussyrightnow.

Hesaidlaughingindisbelief

Him:IfonlyhecouldseehowIamtowardsyou,

howI'mtryingsohardtotreatyou

better.Somethingheneverdidtomymother.

Hesays,drinkingthelastswigfromtheglass

beforeturningtolookatme

Him:Areyoudisgustedbymenowthatyou



knowIkilledmyownmother

Me:Youdidn'tm-

Him:Stopsayingthat!

HeYellsatme

Him:Y-youwanttoleaveme?

Heasked,detectingvulnerabilityfromhisvoice

Ishookmyhead,No

Him:Areyouafraidofme?

Me:N-No.

Him:YouarelyingAlona,andyouknowhow

muchIhateit

Me:MaybeIam,justalittlebitbutIknowyou

wouldn-neverhurtmetotheextreme

Him:Justgotosleep,Alona.

Me:Y-Youwouldnever,right?

Him:Just.Sleep.

Me:Reece.



Him:Idon'tknow!,okay?Idon'tfucken'know

howmuchmoreIcangotillIdecidetosnap

yourneck

Snugglingclosetohisside,hewaswarm

Me:Youwon't

Isayconfidentlyathim.

Beforeclosingmyeyesshutandletsleep

overtakeme.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wakingupthefollowingday,Ihadwenttostart

MakingbreakfastforReeceandI.

Seeinghimlazilydraghisfeetdownthesteps

Hepecksmylipsashesitsdown,handinghim

hisplatebeforetakingmyownandsitting

besidehim

Me:Aboutyesterd-

Him:Idon'twanttotalkaboutitAlona.

Hecutsmeoff



Decidingnottopushit,Ifocusonmyplate

Me:Canyoudrivemehomeafterthis?

Him:No

Me:Please?,Ireallyneedtostudyforan

upcomingtestMonday

Him:AndIwanttospendsometimewithyou

Me:Akhontosiyenzayowhenwetogetherthan

bickeringsoI'mnotlookingforwardto

spendingthedaywithyou

Heshrugs

Him:Idon'tcare

Isighindefeat

Igetuptorinsethedishesbuthestopsme

Him:Youworkyourselftoomuch,leavethem.

You'renothereforthat

Me:WhatamIhereforthen?

Iaskarchingmyeyebrowup



Hepullsmetostandinbetweenhislegs,

bendingsohecouldkissme

Pickingmeuptothecouchinthelounge

Helaysmedown,gettinginbetweenmy

legs..Hisarmsrestedoneithersideofmyhead

supportinghisweight

Bitingmylowerlip,hepullsaway

Him:Stillwanttogohome?

Hesmirksatme

Pullinghimbyhisshirt,ItaketheleadasIkiss

himbutitwasn'tforlongbeforehereversesit

Hehatedbeingdominated.

Ipullawayandlookathishalfopen-closed

browneyes

Damn,helookedcute

NeverthoughtI'dbetheonetoadmit,butoh

well

Unsupportinghimself,heputsallhisweighton



me.

Kickingunderhimsohecouldgetoff,hewas

heavy

Hechuckles

Me:Y-you'rekillingme,getoff

HeshookhisheadNo

Me:Ic-can'tbreath

Him:You'reoverreacting

Hesaysgettingoffandsittingbesideme

Me:Waytogotoruinamoment

Him:Soyoulikedithuh?

Hesaysgivingmehisusualsmirk

Makingmeshyaway

Hecooedatmepinchingmycheeks,Iswathis

handaway

Him:Maybewecantakeitupstairs

Ilookathimwigglinghiseyebrows



Me:what?

Helaughs

Him:Ilikeyourinnocencea-

Hewascutshortbyhisringingphone,takingit

outfromhispocket

"Ya?"heansweredinaboredvoice

Him:..mhh..gotthepackage?OkayI'llbethere

inafewminutes.

Hesaysbeforehehungupandturnstolookat

me

Hispissedoffexpression

Him:Ineedtotakecareofsomething,I'llbeout

alldaysoIthinkI'lldriveyouhome.

Mxm.Foldingmyarmstomychest,Ilook

outsidetheglassdoor

Him:YintoningoAlona?

Me:Yousaidyouwantedtospendsometime

withme.



Him:Andnowandisathethilonto,something

justcameup

Me:Soit'smoreimportantthanbeingwithme?

Him:Alonakhawuyekemaarn

Me:Okay

Isaygettingupandgoingupstairstoquickly

freshenup

Takingmystuff,Icheckifeverythingwasinside

beforefollowinghimouttohiscarandhedrove

mehome.
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OzhadpickedmeupFridayafterschool

becausewewereplanningongoingforgrocery

shopping.

WehadwenttoWoolworthsbecauseitwasthe

nearestshopwhenyougetattheentranceof

themall



Oneofthereasonsweshoppedherewas

becauseOzwas'tired'

Butohwell,Ithinkweallknewtherealreason.

Hedidn'twanttobumpintooneofhismany

girls.

PassingthegoodiesIsle

Webothturntolookateachother,burstingout

inlaughter

Him:I'mnowrememberingthedaywewere

senttogogroceryshoppingandwecameback

withOnlysweets/snacks

Ichuckle

Me:Seeingthehorrifiedlookonher(Mom)face

lateron,Wakingusupfromoursleepandmade

uscleanthehouseat2am

Wecontinuedtolaugh

Him:Youmissherhu?

Ipausedforamoment



Noddingmyhead,itpainsmetothinkallabout

thehappymomentswehadtogetherandnowI

wantnothingtodowithher

Him:YoushouldreallytalktoherthoughAlona,

Iknowitsnotinyoutoholdgrudges

Inodonceagain

Him:So..you'lltalktoher

Me:Y-yeah

Him:I'llcallhertomorrowm-

Me:Don'tpushit.

Heraisedhishandsinsurrender

Changingthetopic

Me:I'mc-canIhavemyfriendsleepover

tomorrow?

Him:Romeo,He'salwayswelcometocome

aroundnoneedtoask.Qhaheshouldstop

alwaystryingtocheckmeout,Makayek'

isincwasongakum.



Hesaidputtingourfavouritecerealinthe

basket

Iburstoutlaughingathisseriousfaceandwhat

hejustsaid

Catchingmybreathlateron

Me:I'lltellhimsometimebutI'mnottalking

abouthimrightnow.uEntle.Romeowillbe

awayfortheweekend

Him:Entle?

Heaskedabitconfused

Me:Mynewfriend?,ringsanybells?

Him:Ohthatfineassedchick?

Iglareathim

Him:Shecancomeover,Idon'tmindaslongas

I'mgettingtof-

Me:She'slesbian

Lie.



Him:OncesheseesthesizeofmydickIswear

she'llturnstraight

Hesays,earningusafewlooksfrompeople

nearus.

I'vealwayshatedhis'Idon'tcareattitude'

Elbowinghisstomachhechuckles

Him:ButI'llbehavingafewfriendsover

Ishrug

Me:Sure,aslongastheystayoutofourway

••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Saturdayevening

OpeningthedoortoletEntlein,Ihugherand

movingfromthedoortoletherin

Her:Wow,you'releavingthelifehu?

Ibrushanimaginarydustfrombothmy

shoulders

Smirkingather



Her:Uyaphapha

Shesaysshovingmysideasshepassesmeto

gomakeherselfcomfortableonthecouch

I'lltakeyourbackpackupstairsthenwecan

makeafewsnacksandthenwecandecide

whattodo

Returningafewminuteslater

Me:Wecanwatchamovieorplayafewgames

inthegameroom,mybrotherhasthesecool

gadgets

Her:Anythingisfinewithme,aslongasI'm

withyou

Me:Maybeamoviethen,I'mnotgoodwith

playinggamesanyway.

Wemadeafewsnacksbeforesettlinginthe

couchandwatchingwhatever.

Wehadtheloungetoourselvesuntilmybrother



arrivedwithhisfriends,includingReece

WellIwasn'tgoingtoleaveyetuntilthemovie

isfinished

Oz:Alona?

Me:Mhh?

Turningtolookathim,hewiggleshiseyebrows

beforemotioningtoEntlewithhiseyes

Ishookmyhead

Me:Entle,Thisismybrother.I'mnotsurprised

ifyouknowhim,he'swellknowforbeinga

womanizerso-..

IwatchOzasheglaresatme

Hearingacoupleofhisfriendslaughing

Me:Maybeweshouldgotomyroom

IsaytoEntle

Her:Sure.

Goinguptomyroom,wegetcomfortableonthe



bed

Her:So,yourbrotherhu?

Me:Don'ttellmeyouwanttohookupwithhim.

Quicklyshakingherheadno

Her:Nonotatall,justamazedbyhisattitude

Isighinrelief

Me:I'mglad,healwaysmanagedtoruinmy

friendshipwithgirls.Alwaysmessingaround

withthemthendumpingthemafterthenthings

getcomplicated

Isigh

Her:Mh.SothatReeceguywasamongstthem

eh?

IthinkImightbeblushingnow.

Me:Yeah

Shenods

Her:Ish-



Beforeshecouldsaysomething,shewascutoff

bysomeoneopeningthedoor

Asifoncue,Reecegetsin

Aglassinhand,Iguessyoualreadyknowwhat

itwas

Hecomestowardsme,kissingmeonthelips

Ipullaway

Me:Mh.m

Him:Yinto?

Istaredathimforhimtocatchon,Ihad

companyduh.

Him:Sowh-

Iknewhewasabouttostartanargument

,quicklygettinguptogogetanotherbagof

chipsinthekitchen.Tryingtoavoidit

Isnatchedthemandwentuptomyroomagain

Tofind,EntleliplockingwithReece



TosayIwasshockedwasjustan

understatement

ClearingmythroatasIfeltalumpgoingupmy

throat.

OnlythenReecepullsaway,glaringatEntle

Beforehecouldsaysomething,Ithrewthe

glass

Aimingathimbuthequicklyducked,makingit

hittheotherside

Shattering,spillingoutthecontents

Iturntoruntomybrothersroomlockingthe

doorbehind.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

WakingupthefollowingdaynexttoOzinhis

room,Isleptwithhiminhisbedlastnight

becauseIrefusedtogotomyroom

OzhaddroveEntlehomeandReece

Hehadbeencallingmeallnightlong,sending



meacoupleofmessagesbutIdidn'tanswerto

neither

IwasbeyondMadathim,tothinkthatItrusted

him

Ifeltbetrayed

JustwhenIthoughtweweremakingprogress

andIwaswarminguptohimhedecidedtodo

whathedid

Givingmereasontohatehimonceagain

Ifyouhaveeverfoundyourpartnerinthe

middleofamakeoutsessionwithyour

friend,you'llknowhowIfeelrightnow.

SwitchingmyphoneoffjustsoIwouldn'tdeal

withneitherofthem.

IgotupandwenttowashmyfaceinOz's

bathroombeforegoingdownstairstoeat

breakfast

Makingcereal,Isitdownandstareatit



WellIdidn'tfeellikeeating,Ihadnoappetitefor

it

Puttingitaway,Igotupandwenttostart

cleaningupafterMybrotherandhisfriends

messjustsoIcouldgetmymindoffthings

45+minuteslater,Iwastired

Butthatdidn'tstopmefromgoingtomyroom

tocleanup

Changingthebeddingandall

IendeduptakinganaplaterwhenIwasdone.

WakinguplaterinthedaysothatIcouldcook

Sundaymeal,Ozbeatmetoit

Me:Youcooking,Areyouuptosomething?,I

justhopeyoudidn'tputinlaxativesinthereeh?

Hesmirksatme

Me:Oz!

Him:What?WhywouldI?,Iwouldn'tsweatmy

assoffalldaylongjusttoputinlaxativesin



here

Istareathim,butbeforeIcouldsaysomething

Hetoldmetogoopenthedoor

Gettinguplazily,openingthedoortofind..Mom.

Ididn'texpecther

Ozplannedallofthiseh?,hemustbecooking

becauseheknewshewascomingandhedidn't

tellme.

Westoodtherestaringateachotherforwhat

feltlikedecades

Movingtothesidesothatshecouldgetin

Shesatonthecouch,turningtolookme

Her:I'mheretotalktoyou..c-canItalktoyou?,If

younotbusythatis.Wec-

Shestopsmidway,shewasnervousandright

nowshecouldn'treallylookatme

Sittingonthecouchoppositehers



Her:Unjani?

Sheasksnervously

Me:Okay.

Isay

Me:Wenaunjani?

Shewaitsforaminute

Her:NotOkay,IImissyouguys.Imiss

abantwanabam.

Isnort

WellIdidn'tmeantobut

Me:Abantwanabakho?,Iphiindodakhongoku?

Her:NdisenguNyokoAlona,Ungakheulinge

uthethenamngathiuthethanetshomiyakho.

(I'mstillyourmotherAlona,don'tyoudaretalk

tomelikeyoutotalkingtooneofyourfriends)

Ikeptquiet

Her:Iknowyou'reangryatm-



Me:Angry?,Angryisanunderstatement.I'm

beyondangry,Ihateyou.Howcouldyou?How

couldyouchoosetobelieveamanOtherthan

yourowndaughter?Yourownfleshandblood?

WherewereyouwhenIneededyourprotection

?,reassurancethatyouwillkeepmesafeeh?

Ratheryoucallmeallsortsofwords,awhore?

Whatkindofamothercallsherownchilda

whore?Icantakeitfromanyoneelsebutnot

you.Doyouknowhowitcutmedeep?You

mademefeellikeI'mworthless,likeIwas

somekindofamistakeinyourlifeandnowthat

therewasamaninyourlifeyouwantedmeout

ofthepicture,likeIwasblockingyourpathor

something.Hesexuallyassaultedmeright

underyournosebutyoudidn'tbelievemewhen

Itoldyou,why?Howcouldyoueventhinkthat

I'dbeafterhim,mymom'sman,Doyouknow

howpatheticthatsound(ed)comingfromyou?

Iasked,notexpectingananswer

Watchingherwipethetearsfromhereyes



Her:Iknow,whatIdidtoyouasyourparentis

unforgivable.Butyoudon'tknowhowmuchI

regret

Me:Thenwhy?

Her:Iw-wasjustdesperate.(sighs)Bothyour

fathersleftme,Youdon'tknowhowhurtIwas

.Leftmeasingleparentraisingyouallby

myself,YouwerealwaysmyfirstpriorityWhich

itshouldhavebeenthatway.ButasawomanI

cravedaman'saffectionandwhenIgotthatf-

fromLungelo,ItoldmyselfthatI'mnotlettinggo.

Ididn'twanthimtoleavemelikeyourfathers

did,Iwasscaredthathe'dleaveme,That

doesn'tjustifymyactionsthough.I'mreally

sorrymntanam,canyoupleasefinditinyour

hearttoforgiveme

Sheasked,openingherarmsformetoruninto

them

Howinvitingtheylooked,Irefusedtohughim

though



Droppingthemtohersides,disappointed

Her:Iwouldnevertradeyouforanything,you

andyourbrotherareallIneedinmylife,aslong

asIamhappywithyouthenIdon'tneed

anythingoranyoneelse,Iunderstandyourh-

hate

Shesaidthewordinapainedface

Her:Towardsme,Youhaveeveryrightto.But

pleasedon'thatemetoomuchthatyoudon't

wantanythingwithme,Idon'tknowwhatI'll

everdowithoutyouoryourbrother.Sendi

philelaninangokua

Shesaidgettingup,pattingmybackbefore

headingtowardsthedoortoleave.

Me:M-Mom

Istoppedher,asherwordsregisteredinmy

mind.Howtheywarmedmeupalmost

forgettingthatIwasmadather

Gettingupandrunningtoherarms,thatquickly



engulfedmeasiftheyhavebeenwaiting.

ISobbedtoherchest,smellingherperfume

Imissedhersmell

Imissedmymother.

Me:I-Iforgiveyou

That'sallsheneededtohearforhertoholdme

evenmoretighterthanbefore.

Ofcourseitwasn'tgoingtobeeasytoremand

ourrelationship,butwe'llgetthere.
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GoingtoschoolmondaymorningafterIhad

draggedmyselffrombed.

Ididn'tfeellikegoing,Iwasjustirritatedbythe

factthatI'dhavetofacemysocalledback

stabberofafriend.



Ihadgonetothefirst,secondperiodthenitwas

break

Sittinginsidemyclassatbreaktime,Iwaswith

Romeo

Him:uphiuEntle?

Ishrug

Me:Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare

Him:Youguyshadafightorsomething?

Me:IfoundherliplockingwithReeceSaturday

nightwhenshecameforasleepover

Iwatchashismouthopenandclosesatthe

sametime

Hewaitedforamoment

Him:Thatt-thatdaughterofabi-

Hestopsmidsentence

Him:Didyoukickherass?

Me:Isthattheonlywayyouknowtofixthings.?



Him:Youprefertalkingtoherthen?

Ishrug

Him:Youfindyourfriendinthemiddleofa

makeoutsessionwithyourboyfriendinyour

house,room.andyoustillwanttotalk?Thyini!

Ungum'SamariaOlungileyoeh?,ifIwereyou

bendiz'okhabaesos'febesinye.

Hesaidusingfoullanguage

Iglaredathim

Me:Wellit'sagoodthingthatI'mnotyouthen,

I'mnotgoingtogoaroundtrashingforaguy.

Mymamaneverraisedmetobelikethat,Iwon't

lowermystandardtohers.

Herollshiseyesatme

Him:HaveyoutalkedtoReece?

Ishookmyhead,No

Me:Idon'twantto.

Him:Eh?UyamazilamfanauyaNqwakuza,for



allIknowhecancomeinhereatanymoment

anddragyououtjustsoyoucantalktohimand

begforyoutotalk

Me:Akhontondizoythethanayemna,infactlets

justdropthiswholetalkbecauseitsgoingto

stressmemore,I'drathernothavethatbecause

I'llbewritingatestafterthisbreakandIcan't

havemyselfdistracted,Idon'twannaeventhink

aboutit

Him:Youhavetofaceitsoonerorlater,Awuzy'

avoid(er)uNomphelo

Iglareathim.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Afterschool

Iwaspackingawaymystuffinanempty

classroom.

Hearingthedoorclosebroughtmeoutofmy

thoughts

TurningtoseeEntle



Ijusttakemybackpackandheadtowards

thedoor,sheblocksmyway

Lookingatherwithmyothereyebrowup,

Her:Look

Sheswallowsnervously

Her:I'msorry

Ishrugitoff

Her:Icanexplain.

Me:Idon'twantyourexplanation,Justgetout

ofmyway

Tryingtopassheragain,shedoesn'tletmeas

sheputsherarmonthesideofmywaist.

Her:Looki-I'mlesbian.AndI'vebeencrushing

ony-youforawhile,Iwasn'treallygoingto

confessmy'undying'lovetoyouItillImadea

betwithmyfriends,wedidn'treallygetina

fight.ItwasjustamakeupstorysothatIcan

getclosetoyou.Iknewyou'dfreakoutifIcame



outwithrightjustwhenImetyouandI'dnever

getthechancetoatleastbewithyou.Iswear

i'mnotintoyourboyfriend,Iju-justwantedto

getyouguystobreakupsothatIcanmakemy

move,whichwasstupidofme.lookI'mreally

sorry.Ijustrealizedthatmycrushandthebet

onyouwasn'timportantmorethanthe

friendshipwebuilt,pleasedon'tthrowitaway.

Ilookedather,mymouthopened

Shockedatwhatshejustsaid

Me:T-this.Hasallbeenagameto

you?,Playingwithmyfeelings,justbecauseof

astupidbet?Ithoughtyouweremyfriend

Her:Iamitsjustth-

Me:Youdecidedtohurt,trickme.Youdon't

havetherighttocallyourselfmyfriend,friends

don'tbackstabeach.Youfarasplayingmejust

soyoucouldpleasethem,yougobacktothem

thenandtellthemyourplandidn'tsucced.



IsayasIpassher,bumpingintohershoulderon

purpose..

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

SincethatdayIhaveheardEntle'ssideifthe

story,IhadtotalkedtoReece

Eventhoughhedidn'twanttoapologise

becausehepartlyclaimedthatitwasn'this

doing,Idiggeditoutofhim.

IforgavehimandEntlebutsheknowsIwanted

nothingtodowithher.

Itwasn'tinmetoholdgrudges,Iwasaforgiving

person.

Saturdayevening

IhadjustgotdonebathingandIwasgoingout

withRomeo

Gettingoutofmyroomandheadingdownstairs

whereIfoundOzwithacoupleofhisfriends.



Isawsomefamiliarfaces,I'veseenthemat

Reece'shouse..right

Mumblingoutahello

Oz:Aren'tyougoingtocooksomethingforyour

brother?

Me:I'mn-

IwasabouttosayI'mnothismaidbutowas

Interruptedbysomeguy

"She'sagreatcookeh?"

Hesaidmatteroffact

Ozlookedathimconfusedly

Oz:Huh?

Guy:I'veoncetastedhisfoodatReece'shouse

Mybreathhitchedinmythroatashesaidthat

Oz:Reece'sh-

Heturnstolookatme

Oz:W-whatwereyoudoingatReece'shouse?



Heaskednowlookingmoreconfused

Tanglingmyfingers,tryingtofigureoutwhatto

say

Me:Uhmeu

Oz:Y'allgetthefuckout!

Heyelledoutathisfriends,quicklyfumblingout

IwasleftAlonewithmyfuming

Him:Whatishetoyou?

Heasked

Howdoyoutellyourbrotherthatyouaredating?

Hisfriendatthat.

Him:Answerme.

Me:Welluh-HimandIa-are

Him:Youaren'tdatinghimareyou?

Hemusthavetookmysilenceforananswer

becausethenextthingIknowI'mbackslapped

Him:AWUSOZEALONA!



Heyelledoutthrowingtheglassheoncehadon

thewall,makingitshutterataninstant

Turningtolookatme.

Him:Whateveritisthatyoutwohavegoingon

stopsnow.Idon'twantyouassociatedwithhim,

NdiyamaziAlonahe'lluseyouandthenl-

Me:Hewon't.

Ilookedathissurprisedfaceashetookinwhat

Isaid

Hechuckledindisbelief

Him:Okay.Soallwhilelonguman'usithiyou're

sleepingoveratRomeo'shousewereyoureally

thereorUbhanxamna?

Me:Sometimes,butit-

Backslappingmeonceagain,makingmefallon

thecouchlookingupathimwithmyhandon

mycheek

Him:Youshouldknowbetterthantolietome



Alona

Andsoitwentonandonwiththeargument

untilwegottothepartwereayewaphuncuka

sayinghe'salsoinagang.

Heshouldknowhowpeoplelikethem

operate.BythathealsomeantIwasnotfit

enoughtodatesomeonelikeReece.
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ItfridayeveningandIwasaloneatthe

house,Ozebengekho

Itwasrareofhimtobeindoorsonaweekend.

HimandIkindafixedthingsbuthestilldidn't

approveofmyrelationshipwithReece.

Iwasjustsittingalone,watchingsomemovie

withabagofchipsonmyside.

PiratesoftheCaribbean,ohwellIhavewatched

formanytimesthatIknewacoupleoflines.I



couldnevergetboredwithitthough

AnotificationsoundIheardfromthedoor,

gettinguptoseewhoitmightbe

Reece'scarappearedonthescreen

Buzzinghimin,Iopenedthedoortowaitforhim

Hegotinafewminuteslater,lookingathis

boredexpression

Ididn'tcareatthismoment,Iwasjusthappyto

seehim booyah!

Goingovertohim,tiptoeingjustsoIcould

wrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

heputshisaroundmywaistthenpecksmylips

Him:Someoneishappytoseeme

Me:Ididn'tseeyouallweek

Him:ButIalwayscall

Me:It'snotenough

Ipoutupathim



Me:Sowhathaveyoubeenuptothatyoudon't

havetimetocomeseeme?

Iasklookingupathim

Him:Welllet'sgoandyou'llfindout

Me:Huh?

Him:Masambe(let'sgo)

Me:Whereto?

Hestaresdownatme

Howmuchhehatedbeingquestioned.

Iquicklygouptomyroomtochangetomy

clothessinceIwaswearingpajamas.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

25+minuteslater,hewasparkedoutsidethe

warehouse/headquarters

ThelasttimeIwashereitdidn'tendwell

Me:W-WhatamIdoinghere?

Hedoesn'tanswerme,insteadhegetsoutand



comestoopenthedooronmysideformeto

getout

Ilookathimbeforesteppingoutofthecar

Hetakesmyhandsandleadsmeinside

Me:I-Idon'tw-wanttogointhere

Him:Alona

Hesayswarningly

Istillshookmyhead,No

HegrabbedmyarminafirmgripandLiterally

draggedmeinside.

Weweren'tthroughsomecorridorsbefore

standingoutsidesomedoor

Heturnstolookatme,beforeturningtoopen

thedoorandgettingin

IwasabouttofollowhiminbutwhatIheard

nextstoppedmeonmytracks

Screamofpain,draggingmeinonceagain



I'mmetwithanunfamiliarsmell,lookingata

figure

Chainedinametalpolelikething

Bothhandstiedupwithachainabovehishead

Batteredandbruised,almostunrecognizable

Mybreathhitchedinmythroat

Hewasalmostunconscious

Opencuts,oozingblood

Hisbelowpoint,driedbloodthathadturned

dark

Lungelo

Igagged

TurningtogetoutbutReece'sharshlygripped

mebymyarm

Me:N-Ndiyeke

Isaid,Myheartwasthumpingsohardinmy

chest



Iwasstartingtosweat,scared

ItfeltlikeIcouldn'tbreath

Him:Alona,Alonajusttakeadeepbreath.

Ishookmyhead

Him:You'regoingtofacehim,don'tcower.I'm

here,hewon'tdoanythingokay?

Me:Id-

"Ifitain'tm-myhotstep-daughterwhocouldit

be?,cametoseed-daddy?,howaboutwe

finishwhereweleftoff?

Lungeloslurredout,ashecontinuedtocough

outblood

Itensedupathiswords,Havingflashbacksof

himontopofme

BeforeIcouldblinkoutthetears,IsawReece

onhim,punchinghimrepeatedly

Me:R-Reece

Icroakedouttohim,forhimtostopwhathe



wasdoing

Buthedidn'tlisten

Lungelo:ItsbeenawhilesinceIhadavirgin,her

mom'spussyhadgivenupalready.

HecontinuestopushReece'sbuttons

Me:REECE!

Hestoppedforamoment,Ihadneverseenthe

lookonhisfacerightnow

Hewasbeyondpissed

Reece:YouandIknowyoudon'thaveapenis

now,thelastpussyyouhad.Holdontothe

memoryofthelastpussyyouhadfucked

becauseyouain'tneverfuckingagain.

Hesaidsmugly,makingLungelo'sjawtwitchas

hetriedtokickoutofthechains

Lungelo:Sonofabitch!

HespitoutonReece'sface

Turningwithajawbreakingpunch



Lungelo:Goaheadandmakemydeathshort

andsweet

Hesaidlaughingmanically

Reece:Ithinkyoumightjustspendanother

weekoftormentingonthosechains.

Hesaidashecalledinsomeguy,Sabelo.

Reece:Dancewithhim

Hesaidbeforemotioningmetofollowhimout

tohiscar.

Thewholedrivetohishousehadbeenquite

Iwasthinkingaboutwhathappened.

Parkinghiscaronthedriveway,Webothgetout

andheadinside

IthinkIneededashowerrightnow,going

upstairstohisbathroom

Strippingmyclothesoffandletthehotwater

hitmyskin,Itwaskindarelaxing.

Igotoutacoupleofminuteslater.Findinghim



standingoutsidethebalconywithaglassof

whiskyinhand

Me:Canyoudrivemeh-

Myvoicecameouthoarsely

Him:No.

Hesaidhisfinal,leavingnoroomfordiscussion

Me:Oz

Him:Idon'tfuckengiveashitwhathesaid!

Heyelledatmemakingmeflinchonthespot

Changingintohisclothes,andtuckingmyselfin

bedItrytofallasleep.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Him:Ihavewaitedsolongforthisday

Me:P-please

Helaugheddarkly

Him:Areyoubeggingmetofuckyou?

Ishookmyhead



Me:Lungelop-pleasejustdon't

Him:Don'tworry,I'llgiveyouthetimeofyour

life.Maybewecancomewithoneortwo

Lungelojuniors

Me:No!

Iscreamedathim

Tearingmydressapartnowbrushingmy

breasts

Itrytokickoutbutitfeltlikesomethingor

someonewasholdingmeback.

"Alona,Alona"

Wakingupinapoolofmyownsweat

Lookingaroundfranticallyforanytracesofhim

Iwasdreaming

Yetitfeltsoreal

LookingatReece'sworriedfacebesideme

Heheldmeclosetohischest



Him:Hisnothere,He'snotcomingforyouever

again

Me:P-promise?

Him:Ipromise,nowjustcalmdown

Takinginadeep,

ReecetakesstayawakewithmetillIfellasleep

again.
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"Soyou'dratherdisrespectmejusttoplease

yourboyfriendhu"

Ozsaid,whenIgothomethefollowingmorning

Ihadjustopenedthedoorandhewascoming

fromupstairs.

Ididn'tknowwhattosaynordoatthis

moment,Iwasfeelingguilty

Me:Xolo.



That'sallIcouldsay

Him:XolontoAlona?

Me:F-Forsleepingoutwhenyoutoldmenotto.

Isaidlookingathim,hewasn'tmadatme,but

thelookhehaddirectedtowardsmemademe

feellikeIhavedisappointedhimlikehedidn't

knowwhoIwasanymore.

Ididn'tlikeit,Ihatedlettinghimdown.

Hejustshookhisheadandheadedtowardsthe

kitchen.

Ispentthewholedayinmyroomafterthat.I

wasn'tfeelingwell,it'snotthatIwassickor

anythingbutIwasjustfeelingdown

Thinkingaboutallthathasbeenhappening

lately.

ApparentlyIhadfallenasleepandIwaswoken

upbyaphonecall,Reecetellingmethathewas

waitingformeoutside



Iwasn'tinthemoodbutactuallythoughtI

shouldgooutbecauseIwantedtotalktohim.

Gettinginsidehiscarandgreetinghim

Him:Youtookyourtime.

Hesaid,kissingthecornerofmy.

Me:Alwaysexpectingmetojumpupanddrop

whateverIwasdoingbecause'you'wantto

seeme

Him:Comeoutwithit.Thisisyourwayoftrying

togivemeapieceofyourmind.

Howheknewmesowell

Me:Ifyouaregoingtocontinuetotreatmethe

wayyoutreatme,controllingandbullyingme

thenIdon'tthinkI'llbewillingtotrythis.

Disrespectmeallyouwantbutyou'recrossing

thelinewhenyouthinkyouaregoingtodoitto

myfamilytoo,I'mnotokaywithit.I'mnotokay

withyoudemandingandalwayswantingthings

togoyourway,whenItrytomakeyousee



thingsmywayuyandi'lwabecausewhatyou

wantyouget(Takinginadeepbreathand

lettingitout)Reeceplease,justimagineifyou

wereinmyshoes.HowImusthavefeelwhen

youmakemedosomethingthatIdon'twantto

do,forcingme.Makingmegoagainstmyown

brother,doyouknowhowmuchIhavebeenin

troublewithhimlately?

Hedoesn'tsayanything,insteadheputshis

handsoneithersideofmyfaceandleansdown

tokissme,itwentforacoupleofminutes

beforeIputmyhandsontopofhistopullaway.

Me:Reece

Isigh

Him:NdikuvileKalokuPrincessyam.

Hepecksmylips

Me:Youheardmebutitdoesn'tmeanyou

actuallygoingtostop?



Him:Alonaufunandithininangoku?

Ishookmyhead

Him:Iwon'tgetinthewayofyourrelationship

withyourbrother,

Me:CanIgobackinsidenow.?

Hesighed

Him:HambaAlona.

Hesaidalittlebitfrustrated.

Openingthedoorandsteppingout

Iheadhometostartcookingsupper

Iwentallout,cookinghisfavouritemealjustto

makehimfeelappreciatedorsomething.

WhenIwasdone,Idishedupandwenttohand

himhisplatebeforeIsatdownnexttohim.

Me:Idon'tlikeitwhenwefighting

Him:Aslongasusazenz'intombiendala,sise

zoqhubekekanti.



Me:I'msorrythenifIcameouttobelikethat.

Henod,probablycouldn'tsayathingbecause

hismouthwasfull

Howmuchhelikedeating.

Him:Thisisgreat

Hesaidwithfoodinhismouth,itactuallycame

outlike'Thwisihsgweath'

BeforeIcouldsaysomething,therewasa

knockatthedoor

IknowHeexpectedmetogetupandgoopen,

sighinginannoyance

Iunlockit

Findingtwoguysbythedoor,one'sbackonme

inthemiddleofaphonecallwhiletheothernod

atmesupposedlyagreetingbeforepassing

throughmeinvitinghimselfin.

Impatientlywaitingfortheoneonthephone,he

finallyturns



Staringatmyfaceforamomentbeforehis

eyestrailedupanddownmybody

Clearingmythroatinfrustrationtocatchhis

attention

Him:Wereyoueavesdropping?

Me:WhywouldI,Itdidn'tquitecatchmy

attention

Iwatchashiseyebrowriseupinamusement

Him:Ah.Butyoucertainlygotmine.

Hesaidleaningagainstthedoor

Me:Yougettinginorwhat.?

Him:CanIfirstgetyournumber?

"YoustaythefuckawayfrommysisterLuorI'll

dryyourballsack,she'snottobemessedwith"

IheardOzshoutout

TheguywhoIjustfoundouthisnameis'Lu'

Winkedatmebeforehemadehiswayin



Him:Youdidn'ttellmeyourlittlesisterishot.

Oz:Stayinyourlanebro,soxabana.

Hesaidglaringattheguywhiletheguyalso

glaredback.

Lu:Don'tforgetwhoyoutalkingto,I'malsoin

yourlevelyouknow?I'mnotoneoftheguysin

yourg-

Theotherclearedhisthroat,makinghis

presenceknowandstoppingwhateverthatwad

goingtobrewbetweenthesetwo.

Him:So..Theshipm-

Ozclearedhisthroat,notlettingtheguyfinish.

Oz:Alona,canyoumaybelikegoinyourroom?

Rollingmyeyes,Iguesshedidn'twantmeto

hearwhatevertheywereabouttotalkabout.

Gettingupwithmyplateanduptomyroom.

LayingonmybedeatingwhileIwastexting

withRomeoontheside.



Me:What?

Him:Idon'tknowhowtotellyou.

Me:Areyoupregnant?

Itexted,laughingatmyownjoke.

Him:

Him:RumorhasitthatEnzoimpregnatedsome

chick.

Wow.

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat.

NomatterhowmuchIthoughtthatIhad

alreadygottenoverhim,doesn'tmeanthere

isn'tgoingtobethatlittlebitofhurtwhenI

heardsomethingabouthim.

Me:Who?

Him:Thatonewhousedtohavebeefwithyou

overhim.

Iwasinthemiddleifreplyingbackwhenmy

phonestartedringinganincomingtext.



Anunknownnumberappearsonthescreen

Lookingatitforacoupleofminutesconfused

beforedecidingtopickup.

Me:Hello.

'Yourvoicesoundsevenmorecuteronthe

phone'

Me:Whoisthis

Him:I'moffendedthatyou'vealreadyforgotten

myvoicewhenIjusthadacoupleofwordswith

youaboutafewminutesback.

Waitaminute,IthinkIknowthevoice

Me:Lu?

Iaskeduncertain

Me:Howdidyougetmynumber?

Iasked,Iwasshocked

Him:Ihadholdofyourbrothersphone.



Hesaidsmugly.

ThyiniThixo!
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WakingupMondayearlierthanusualfora

morningrunbeforegoingtoschool.

IwasabitlatesoIwentstraighttoclass

withoutseeingRomeowhoI'mprobablysureis

dyingtohaveawordwithme.

AfterafewhoursoflessonsIhadgonetowait

forRomeoonourusualspot.

IwaitedforacoupleofminutesbeforeI

decidedtotexthimandaskhiswhereboursbut

IalreadyhadatextfromhimwhichIdidn't

notice

WIllBEBUSYWITHPRACTICALASSIGNMENT

.WON'TSHOWUPFORLUNCH.SORRYxx

GuessI'llbeeatinglunchalonethen.



Puttingmyphonebackinmypocketand

walkingtothefoodstallstogetmyself

somethingtoeat

Justapacketoflays,Turningtoleavenot

payingattentiontomyway

Ibumpintosomeone,LookinguptoseeEnzo

andhisgirlfriend

Her:Watchwereyougoing,areyoutryingto

hurtusorwhat?

Shesaidherhandonherstomach

Soitwastrueeh.

Her:Andaziyintoleuyifunayokum,ndikwenze

ntonilent'bayou'dtrytohurtmeandmystill

growingbaby.

Shesaidgettingemotionalashesnuggledto

Enzo'sside

Soitwastrue.

Enzo:Apologise.



Hesaidsternly,lookingatme.

Rollingmyeyesinwardly

Me:I'msorry.

Isaidpolitely

TheythoughtIwasgoingtoputupafightabout

it

Butletmejustbethebiggerpersonandwalk

away.Youshoudhaveseentheirfacial

expressions.

Afterschool

WewereatthemallwithRomeowindow

shopping,justpassingtimebecauseneitherof

uswantedtogohome.

Him:Soyoudidn'treplytomylasttextlast

night,gotmeworried.ThinkingwhatItoldyou

mighthavehurtandyouendedupcrying

yourselftosleep

Me:Ohpleasewhywouldit?,ithasnothingto



dowithme.IjusthadanincomingcallthatI

wasn'texpecting,gotmedistracted

Him:Whowasitfrom ?Whatwasitabout?

Me:Luh-

Him:Wait,Lu?Ngubaningolowo

Ishrugged

Me:SomeguywhoIthinkismybrothersfriend,

hecamebythehouseyesterdaynightandhe

kindaflirtedwithme,bendingekhikulonto

wethumnabutanywayhemanagedtogetmy

number

Romeo:From...

Me:Hesaidhegotholdofmybrothersphone

andStoleitfromit

Romeo:Ishehot?

Yes

Me:Romeo!IhaveaboyfriendforGod'ssake.

Him:Wellhewontkillyouforlooking



Me:Surehewon't

Sarcasm.

Him:Okay.sowhatdidhewant?

Me:Hewantsustobefriends.

Him:Yeahright,everyguy'slineofsayinghe

wantsyoubutdoesn'twanttofreakyououtyet.

Me:IthinkhisfunthoughImightjustconsider

it.

Him:Reece?

Me:Utheni?

Him:Ididn'tthinkhe'sgoingtolikethis

Me:Idon'tcare,it'smylifeandwhomIchoose

tobefriendhasnothingtodowithhim.Hehas

hisownsetoffriendsandIneversayanything

aboutthem

Him:Wellthisisdifferent.

Me:Who'ssideareyouin?



Heshrugs

Him:Neither.I'mjustlookingoutforyou.

Me:IknowwhatI'mdoing

Him:OkayYhoo,don'tbitemyheadoff

Ichuckle

Me:It'stoobigtofitinmymouth

Helooksatnewithhismouthopen

Hefaintlypunchesmyarm

Him:Everythingisbigforyoumouth,even

Reece'sdick.

Hesaidsmugly,wigglinghiseyebrows

Me:Ewwhat?,Romeo!

Iscreechedathim,Iwasabouttopounceon

himwhenIheardavoicefrombehind

"Hey"

Turningtoseethesourceofvoice,I'mmetwith

Lu



Me:I'dsayyou'refollowingme

Hechuckled

Hum:Justapure,coincidence.Stilllooking

sexyeveninyourschooluniform.

Hesaysbitinghislowerlip

Me:Yousuchabigflirt.

Isaidfoldingmyarmstomychestlookingupat

him

Him:WellIcan'thelpit,especiallywhenIsee

you

"nywenyweehewantstofriends,friendsmy

ass"

IheardRomeomumblebesideme.

Clearingmythroat

Me:UhLuthisismyfriendRomeo,Romeo..this

isLu.

Lujustnodtowardshisdirection



Him:CanIstealyourfriendforacoupleof

minutes?

Romeoshrugged,

Him:Sure.(Lookingatme)I'mheadinghome,

seeyoutomorroweh?

Inod,wehugandthenpartways.

Lu:Mindifwegrababite?,justwanttochat

withyou.

Me:Okay

Lu:MugnBean?

Ishookmyhead

Me:Toofancyforsomeonewearingschool

uniform.

Him:Spurthen?

Me:Icanlivewithit.

Hechuckled.

Wemadeourwaytospur,gotseated.



Wewereimmediatelyattendedsonowwewere

waitingforourorder.

Me:Soubus'yaphiorusukaphiwhenyou

bumpedintome.

Hescratchesthebackofhishead

Him:Umu-wasgoingtopurchasesomeXbox

gadgetformybrother,Ihadpromisedtogetit

forhimifhepromisedtobehavejustforaday

Me:Troublemaker?

Him:Abigone,Enoughabouthim.Sotellme

somethingaboutyourself.

Me:What?

Heshrugs

Him:Anything.

Ohwell.

Wespentthewholehourandsomethinggetting

toknoweachother.

Hepaidforthefoodandwemadeourwayout



HeofferedtodrivemehomeandIdidn'trefuse.

Gettinginhisposhcar

Him:Soitsalmostimpossibleforsomeoneso

prettylikeyoutonotbeinvolvedwithsomeone.

Me:Iknewyouweregoingtoaskthat

somehow.Well..I'mwithsomeone

Isighed

Me:HisnameisReeceandwe'vebeengoing

forawhilenow,firststartedoffcomplicated,

didn'twantanythingtodowithhim.Tocuta

longstoryshortIendedupfallingforhimand

yeah..

Him:Youlovehimandhelovesyou.

Hefinishedoffforme.Turningtolookathim

andhissmuglookon.

Inod

Him:Enoughforhimtokillforyou?

Ishrugged



Me:Youknowhim?

Iasked.

Him:Yeah,very.Hisafriendofyourbrotherand

I'ma'friend'(makingthewordmoreclearer)of

yourbrother,samecyclesoI'vebumpedtohim

acoupleoftimes.

Hesaidhisfacenowstoic

Him:Ohlookwe'rehere,Theysaywhenyou

havingagoodtime,timequicklypassesby.

WishIcouldspendmoretimewithyoubutyou

havetogettoyourstuffandIhavetogetto

mine.

Inod

Me:Yeah

Him:I'llseeyousometime?,maybeIcancall

youlater

Me:Sure,I'mokaywiththat.

Him:Good.



Openingthedoortogetout

Him:Nohug?

Iturntolookathim

Him:Wellfriendshug,youdiditwiththat

Romeoguynowwhataboutme?

Heasked,smilinglightly

Ichuckled,wrappingmyarmaroundhisneck.

WesharedabriefhugbeforeIquicklywentout

andheadedhome
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continued

Laterthatday

IwassittingwithReeceinhiscarthatwas

parkedacoupleofhousesaway.

IwasmunchingonsomebiltongIfound

somewhereinthecar



Him:Yay'thandalentoyakhoAlona

Me:Mhh?

GuesshemusthavebeentalkingandIwastoo

busysavoringthetastethatIforgothewas

besideme

Hesighsinfrustration

Him:I'mgoingawayforaweek

TurningtolookathimsoquickI'msurprisedI

didn'tgetawhiplash

Me:Uyaphi?(Whereto)

Him:Somewhere

Me:Somewhere?Reecejustgivemeastraight

answer

Him:JusttakewhatI'mgivingyouundiyeke,

Alona

Hesaidrunninghishandthroughhishair.

Hisallthetimemovewhenhe'sannoyed



Me:StoptreatingmelikeaKidandbehonest

withme,justletmeinforonce

Him:Letyouin,inmydealings?

HeaskedandIdidn'tanswerhim

Him:UnguyekeumntanaAlonasoyekauzenza

mdalaujong'incwadizakhoqha.(You

are,Alona.Stopactinglike anelderandjust

focusonyourbooks)

Yhu!,Ilookedathimindisbeliefatwhathejust

saidtome

Mymouthopeningandclosingatthesame

timelostforwords.

Throwinglobiltongsomewhereonhisside,I

furiouslyopenedthedoorandgotoutheading

homewhenheabruptlypulledmebymyarmto

turnback

Thrashingaround

Me:NdiyekeMaarn!(Leavemealone)



Isaid

Him:Alona.

Me:NdiyekemnamntanandiyoHoyaincwadi

zamkaloku.(Leavemethee'child'togolookat

mybooks)

Isaidusingallmystrengthtopushhimaway

frommewhileIranbackhome.

Bumpingtomybrotherwhowascomingfrom

thekitchen,Iquicklygoupstairstomyroom

beforehecouldsaysomething

Gettingmyselfundertheblankets

ReecethoughtIwasokaywithhimpryinginto

mybusinessandthennotletmein,inhis.Iwas

prettysureifIwastheonesayingI'llbeaway

foracoupleofdayshewouldhavedemanded

toknowandebengaz'undiyekauntilItoldhim.

Ijustneededtoknowwherehewasgoing

that'sall.

Iwastiredoffhimalwaysshuttingmeout.



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Forthenextcoupleofdays,Iwasdoingwhat

Reecetoldmetodo

Focusingonmybooks.

He'dtriedcallingmeonmyphonebutI'dalways

rejectit

Ididn'twanttotalktohim.

WakingupWednesdaymorningandgetting

readyforschool

IwenttoeatbreakfastthenOzdrovemeto

schoolbecausehewasinthemood

Him:I'llpickyouupafterschoolandmaybewe

cangotothemall

Hesaidasheparkednexttotheschool

entrance

Me:HowaboutIbunknowandwecouldgo

Ismirkedathim

Hekissedmycheek



Him:Voetsekphuma.

Hesaid

OhwellitwasOzafterall,hehatedwhenI

messedaroundwithmyschoolwork

Me:Grandpa.

Imumbled

Him:Me?Youknowwhat?,maybeyoucanget

aliftafterschoolandforgetthetripbecauseI

thinkImighthaveanotherplaninmind

Quicklyhugginghisside

Me:Xoloke.

Him:Mh?

Heasked,feelinglikesomethingwasmissing

fromwhatIsaid

Me:Bhut'wam.(Mybrother)

HeknewhowmuchIhatedboostinghisego.

Him:Mh?



Me:Endim'thandayo

Isaid,satisfiedwithmyanswer

Hesaidhe'llpickmeupafterschool,gettingout

ofhiscarandmakingmywayinsidetheschool

justwhenthebellrang

Iquicklywenttomyclass.

AtBreak

IwaswithRomeoinourusualspoteatinglunch

andinthemiddleofachat

Him:SoyouaremadatReeceuh?

Inod

Him:Formakingyoufeelsmallandmakingit

worsebysayingyou'rejustahighschoolgirl

thatisnotmatureenough

Me:Well

Him:Youcouldchangethewayheseesyou

Ilookathimfurrowingmyeyebrows



Me:How.?

Wigglinghiseyebrows

Him:Idon'tknow.Maybeyoucouldstartby

wearingsomethinglikealingerieoranything

sexywhenyou'resleepingoverhishouse.Bring

ituptohimwheneverandHoweverhewants'it'

andstopwhining

Ipousedforamoment

Me:Uphambene.Howisthatgoingtohelp?

Hechuckles

Me:You'renotevenhelpingrightnow.

Heshrugsnonchalantly.

Ishookmyhead

Me:I'mnotgoingtoturntosomethingthatI'm

not,IfhefeelslikeI'mtoochildlikeforhimthen

makand'yeke.HeshouldlovemeforwhatIam

andstopcriticizingme.

Isaid,wellIdidn'twanthimtoleavemebut-



Him:Hayke.Don'tcomecryingtomewhenhe

leavesyouforsomeonewithmuchmore

experienceWhenihavegivenyouachanceto

improveyourself.

Me:Hewon't

Isaygrumply,tossingthehalfeatenapple

ThathadnowturnedbrownbecauseIwastoo

distractedtotakeabitefromit.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

AbusydayattheMallitwas.ItwasaFriday

afterall

Afterthe2hoursofgettinginandoutofshops

becausethisdaytheydecidedtoputalltheeye

catchingclothesonthedisplaywindows,We

weretiredandIhavegottenmyselfafewthings

andrightnowwewereheadedtothesalon

becauseIwantedboxbraids.

Me:Iwantthemlong

Oz:Yourhairisalreadylong,willitwork?



Ishrug,

Me:They'llmakeaplan

Thankgoditwasn'talongcue

Wewaitedforacoupleofminuteswhilethe

Hairstylistwasbusywiththelastclient

Camemyturn,ItoldherwhatIwanted

Shetoldmeshecan'tbraidmyhairunlessIlet

hercutitintoamanageablelength,Isimply

refusedtellingherI'dratherdosomethingelse

TurningtoOzforasuggestion

Heshrugged

Him:Whateverthatisgoingtogetthatunruly

hairoutofyourface

Iglaredathim

Me:I'llsettleforastraightback.

SheFirstwashedmyhair,shampooedthen

conditioneditbeforeshestartedwiththestyle.



Whenshewasdone,Ozpayedthenwewentfor

takeawaysbeforehedrovehome.

Sittingwithafleeceblanketonthecoucheating

pizza,wewerewatchingtv,wellthetvwas

watchingusbecausewewerechattingalso

Him:UmhlenyankodaMinx

Me:Iknow.

Isaidsmuglyathim

Him:Ididn'tknowyouhadahugeforehead

though,it'salloutnowthatyourhairisplaited

back

Iturniedtolookathimwithmymouthgape,

puttingmyhandonmyforehead

HelaughshisAssoff

Him:Youshouldhaveseenyourface,I'mjoking

Me:Mxm

Isaidtohim,takingabitefrommyslice

Him:I'mgoingtovisitmomtomorrow,wantto



tagalong?

Ipausedforamoment

Thinkingabouttheconversationswehadon

thephone,heralwaysaskingmetopayhera

visitbutIdidn'thavethegutstoStepinthat

house,whereitallhappened.

Me:Sure.

Him:Earlyinthemorning?

Me:Okay.

Henodbeforeweturnedtolookatthelastslice

ofpizzaleftinthebox,lookingateachother

againforamomentbeforewebothtriedtoget

toit.

Thefollowingdaywewenttovisitourmom

Andletmesay,wehadagreattimetogether.

IthoughtitwasallgoingtobeAwkwardness

andtension,butitwasneither.



Ifeltatease,themissinggapIhavebeentrying

tofillsomehow,nowfilled.
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CurrentlysittingoutsideMcDonaldwithLu

Iwashavingasmoothiewhilehehadcoke

Me:WellyeahIknowIambutIdidn'tlike

it,especiallycomingfromhim.

Him:Whenlastdidyoutalktohim?

Me:Sincethatdaywehadafight

Henods.

Him:Sodidhetellyouwherehewasgoing,

whatfor?Withwho?

Ishookmyhead

Me:Hedidn'tsayanythingwhichendedupwith

usgettinginaargument

Him:Hedoesn'ttrustyou.



Me:Ithinkhedoes,justthathedoesn'twantto

involveorstressmewithhisstuff

Ishrug

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Maybeyoushouldaskhim,andifhe

answersayes.Youshouldchallengehimtotell

youabouthis'Work'

Me:He'shardheaded

Him:Iknow.

HesaidbeforeIcouldaskwhathemeantby

that,Ourorderarrived

Him:Sowhenishegettingback?

Ishrug

Me:Idon'tknow,Itseemslikeyou'reinterested

inhim.IfIdidn'tknowanybetterI'dsayyou're

gay

Hechuckles

Him:IcouldassureyouverywellMadaméthat



I'mstraight.

Hesaidbitinghislowerlipbeforesmirking

Lookingathisintenseeyesbeforelooking

down

Him:Isthatablushcreepinginyourcheeks?

Takingasipfrommyglass.

Me:No

Him:Sureitsnot.

Him:DidItellyouthatyou'rebeautiful.

Ishrug

Him:Well,You'rebeautiful.

Me:Thankyou

WesatforafewminutesbeforeIaskedhimto

drivemehomebecauseitwasgettinglateand

itwasschooltomorrow.

Me:So,Thankyoufortakingmeout

Isaidtohimaswestoodoutsidehiscara



coupleofhousesawayfrommyhouse.

Him:Ishouldbethankingyouforagreeing

Hesaidbrushingmycheekwithhisfinger

Helookedatmeforacoupleofminutesbefore

heleanedforward

Hiswarm,largehandonmycheek

Ourlipswereinchesapart,Imeethimhalfway

Wekissed

Hislipsagainstmine,Iclosedmyeyes

Somethingwasoffaboutthis

Hislipsweren'tlikeReece'ssoft,warmlikelips.

Reece.

Pullingaway,clearingmythroatlooking

anywherebuthim

Me:W-Weshouldn'tbedoingthis.

Him:I'msorry.

Me:LookIneedtoheadinside



Him:Okay

Me:Sure

Turningtoleave,heputshishandonmyarm

turningmearound

Wrappinghisarmsaroundmysmallwaist,he

bringsmeinforahug

Ihughimback

Nothingelsesaid,Iturntoreallyleavethistime

WhenIgothome,IjustwenttomyroomCouseI

wasalreadyfull

Iwasfinishingupsomeassignmentbutcamea

partIdidn'tunderstandsoIphonecalled

Romeo,heexplainedittometillIgotitandwe

endedupchatting

Iwastellinghimaboutwhathappenedbetween

LuandI

Him:You'replayingwithfireAlona.

Me:LookwhathappenedbetweenLuandIwill



neverhappenagainitwasathingofthe

moment

Him:AreyougoingtotellReece?

Me:Andriskmebeingkilled?No.

Him:Ratheryoutellhimbecauseifhefindsout

himself,hellwillbreakloose

Me:IknowbutIjustwanttoavoidhowhe'll

handleit.

Him:Kodanawemaarnwhatwereyouthinking

goingtorunintoLu'sarms?

Ihearhimsighontheotherside.

Hearingmybedroomdooropen,Ozappears

Me:Soihavetolookatgoogleformore

information?,Itexplainsitbetter?Okaythanks

gottogo.

Isaidhangingupnotgivinghimachancetosay

anything.

IglaredatOzashethrewhimselfonmybed,



bouncingbackup

Me:Youshouldlearntoknock

Him:It'sgoodtoknowincwadizakho

uzikha'thalele.MasincokoleAlona

Me:Nganto?

Iaskmyeyesstillonthepaper.

Iputmypaperasidetogivehimmyfull

attention

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sundayafternoon,Iwassprawledoutonthe

coucheatingayoghurtfromitscontainerwhen

Iheardknockfromthedoor.

SinceitwasopenIturnedtolookatReece

leaningatithishandinsidehispocketwhilethe

otherhadhisphoneandcarkeys,lookingfresh

asalways.

Wellthisisasurprise,Ididn'texpect

Comingtositonthespotbesideme,heputmy



legsontopofhimwhilehethem

Removingthemfromhim.

Him:MoloAlona.

God,hisvoice.

Me:Isthatallyoucansayrightnow?,Molo

Alona?AndifuniMolowakhomnaReece.(I

don'twantyourHello)

Him:Lookprincess-

Me:Don'ttellmethatyouexpectedmetobeall

loveydoveywhenyouleftforthewholeweek

,refusingtotellmewheretoandwhy.I'mnot

okaywithyoupryingintomybusinessand

exceptmetostayoutofyours.

Isaidfillingaspoonwithyoghurt,bringingthe

spoonfuriouslytomymouth

Hesighsindeeply.

Him:Ihadtosortoutsomegangstuff,We

havenewdealswithnewclientssoIhadtotake



mytime

I'msurprisedbyhiscalmness

Me:Youtellingmenow?(chuckling)Buyel'

aphouvelakhonaReece.

Him:Andifuni.

Me:Okay,Ineedtogoprintoutmyassignment

Him:Bu-

Me:Nding'umntanaweSikoloKalokusulibal

Him:AlonaIdidn'tmeanit.

Me:I'vebeentellingyouforawhilenowthatI

don'tlikethewayundtreat(a)ngayo,Itjust

doesn'tsitwellwithme

Him:Iknowbabeandndicel'uxolo

Me:You'realwayssorryReece,don'tevenknow

ifyouknowthemeaningoftheword.Youjust

sayingitforthesakeofsayingitbecauseyou

knowleBackstagesingeryakhoindimwill

followwiththechorus'Iforgiveyou'.



Hecrackedup,gatheringhimselfafterhesaw

howseriousIwas

Him:IknowIhaven'tbeentreatingyouwell,I've

beenajerkI'vebeenharshI'vebeen..anything

youcanthinkofrightnowandyoudon't

deservethat.

Hesaid,pinchingmycheekslightly.

Him:I'lltryevenmorehardertogathermy

trashyways,Idon'twanttoloseyou.Me:O-kay

(Lookingathimskeptically)where'sReece?

Him:Righthere,TryingtobeSweet.

HesaidSmilingatmeshowingmehisperfect

whiteteeth.

Him:AmIforgiven?

Me:I'mnotfollowingwiththathighpitched

chorus,letstrysomethinglike'Forgetit'

Him:Right.Igotyousomethingfrommytrip.

Me:What?



Him:Firstgimmeakiss.

Ilookedathim,rollingmyeyesfoldingmy

armstomychest.

Hepecksmylips.

Him:Youlookbeautiful,asalways

Hesaidlookingatmyhair.

Him:Comeon

Hesaid,helpingmeup

Lockingthehousebehind,wewenttohiscar

Anotherone,different.

OthoughttomyselfasIlookedatthecar

admiringly.

Openingthedoorformetogetin.

Healsogotin

Openingthecarthingholderandtakingouta

leathercoveredbox.

Openingitandfindinginsidea



watch,personalizedwithmyname,carvedinits

goldframe.

Itwasbeyondthewordbeautiful.

Icouldn'tfindwordstodescribehowbeautifulit

was

Me:Wow.

Him:Likeit?

Me:Love,it-it'sbeautiful

Him:Notmorethanyouthough.

Hesaidputtinghisfingerundermychinturning

metolookathim.

Me:Thankyou

Ipeckhischeek

Hewasabouttosaysomethingbutwascutoff

bymyringingphone.

Takingitoutofmypocket,Lu'snameappearing

onthescreen



Iletitringforafewminutes

Myheartbeatingsofast

Him:Youcananswerit.

Iquicklyrejectit

Me:It'snotimportant.

Isayputtingmyphoneaside

Takinghisattentionaway,Iaskedhimtohelp

meputonthewatch

Ilookedatitwithadoration.

Him:Sowhathaveyoubeenupt-

Myphoneringsonceagain,lookingatReece

withthecornerofmyeye

Iswallownervously

Switchingitoff.

Me:Nothingmuchbesidefocusingonmy

schoolwork.

Him:Ngubalouphone(a)yoAlona?



Me:Ineveraskyouthatwhenyouhavean

incomingcall

Imumbled.

Turningtolookathim,hewasalreadylookingat

me

Me:I-it'sRomeo.

IlieandatthispointIcouldn'tlookathim.

Him:Oh.

WesatforafewmoreminutesbeforeItoldhim

I'mheadinginsidebecauseIwantedtocook

dinner.

FirstthingIdidwastocallLu.

Itdidn'tringforlongbeforeitwasanswered.

Him:HereIwasthinkingyou'reavoidingme.

Me:Iwasn't,It'sjustthatIwaswith..Reece.

Him:Yousortedoutthings.?

Me:Yeah,kinda



Him:Uthiebephi?

Me:Hewasn'tspecifichejustsaidhewentfor

somenewdealsandnewclients,itneededhis

fullattentionandblahblahblah

Hechuckles

Lu:LookI'llcallyoubacklater,Ineedtobounce

Me:Okay.

Isaidhangingupthengoingtomakemyself

noodlesbeforegoingtobedearly.

SORRYFORTHEWAIT.♥
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LuandIwerereallyclose.Ilovedspendingtime

withhim.

Hespoiledmealotandweweren'touttogether

alotunlikeuReecewhoIsawonceinawhile

becausehewassupposedlybusy.



LuisalwaystherewhenIneedhimunlike

Reecewh-

Okaylookatmecomparingthem.

Romeowasevencomplaining,sayingI'malways

outwithLuandnevergottimeforhim.

Bekungekh'omntuondibuzantoni.Bendo

nwabilenjeqha.

IwaswithLuathishouseandwewere

currentlywatchingamoviewhileIhadapacket

ofpopcorns'tomyself

Itwasaround2pm,andwejustdecidedtolock

thedoorandstayinside.

Iwassointothemoviewhilehefooledaround

becausethemoviewastooboringforhim,it

wasn'taction.

Hewascurrentlyplayingwithmyhair,combing

itwithhishands.

Tryingtogetitoff



Me:Lu!

Him:NdiHoyekaloku(payattentiontome)

Me:Iwanttowatchthis

Him:AndIwantyoutowatchme.

Iswathishandawaythenturntolookatthe

screen.

Itwasn'tacoupleofminutesbeforeIfelthim

buggingmeagain

Tracinghisfingerfromthesideofmyface,then

tomycollarbone

Him:Yourskinissosmooth.

Hesaid,glaringathimforinterruptingmeonce

again

Hepoutsinnocently

Him:CanIhavesome?

Hesaidlookingatthebowl

Ishookmyhead



Extendinghishandtotakeitfromme,Imoveit

away

HetickledmetillIlostholdofit,lettingthem

splitteronthefloor

Hecontinuedtotickleme,nowontopofme,

puttinghisweightonhisarmsholdinghimself

Him:Ilikeitwhenyousmile.

Hesaid.

Leaningforward,hekissesme

Ourlipsmovinginsync.

Hishandplacedonthesideofmywaist,

brushingit

Ilethishandroammysidefreely,puttingit

undermytoptocaressmyskin

Hepusheshisbodyalittlebitforwardtofeelon

mine.

Hisslimfingersbrushinglightlyonthetopof

mybraline.



Ihadmyeyescloseshutandthenafacepops

inmyhead

Jumpingupcausinghimtomovealittlebit

awayfromme,givingmemyownpersonal

space.

Nowordsexchanged,itwassilentforamoment

beforeheclearedhisthroat

Lookingathisfacialexpression

Helookedlikehewasdebatingwithhimself

Him:I'ms-

Me:Don't.

Icuthimshort,Ididn'twanttohearit

Wewerebothresponsibleforwhatjust

happened.

Placingbothmyhandsonhisfirmchestto

pushhimawayfromme

Igotupandfixedmytop,brushingmy

imaginarymessyhair



Itookmybag-backpack

Clearingmythroat,

Me:IthinkIshouldgo

Him:Pleasedon't,Iwon'tdoita-

Me:Noit'snotyou,orthis.It'sjustthatIneedto

gethome

Him:Okay

Hesaidgettingup,takinghiscarkeysfromthe

tableandIfollowedhimout

Igothomeandozwasn'tthere,hehadtoldme

thathewasgoingout

Tohave'fun'withhisfriendsandtheremightbe

apossibilitythathewon'tcomehomebecause

obviouslyhewasgoingtoleavewithsome

chickandheknewhowIhateditwhenhe

broughthisonenightstandshere

OneofthethingsIlikeabouthim,hegetsme.

Iwentuptomyroomtochangeintomy



pyjamasbeforeIwentdownstairstothekitchen

tofixalittledinnerformyself.

Ithinksausageandpap

Iknewthedishwillalsohelpwithmybrothers

hangovertomorrowmorning.

AfterIhadcookedmypap,Ibuttereditbefore

puttingitasideandstarteddoingthesausage.

Myphonerings,takingitfromthekitchen

counter

Ianswerit

"I'mcomingthere,openup"

Reece

Goingtounlockonthesystem.

Iwaitedforhimbythedoorbuthewastaking

toolongbecausehewasonthephoneand

ImbizayamibizotshasoIwenttothekitchento

stirit

Itwasn'tfewminutesbeforeIheardReece's



footsteps

IhadmybacktohimwhileIstirred.

Encirclingmywaistwithhisarms

Herestedhischinonmycollarboneafter

kissingmycheek

Him:Myprincess

Me:Hey

Isaidsnugglingupabitonhiswarmbodywith

myback

Him:Unjani?

Me:I'mfine,you?

Him:I'mokaynowthatI'mseeingyou.

Me:Yeah?

Henod.

Him:Imissedyoualldaylong,ubusenzanle

mini?

Clearingmythroat



Ishrug

Me:Nothingmuchthanchillingwithafriend.

Him:Afriend?

Me:Yeap.

Isaidpoppingthep.

ClosingthepotIwasstirringandputtingiton

thesife

Me:..Andwhatwereyoudoingallday.

Iasked,givinghimnochancetoponderon

curiosity

Him:Ucimbandisis'bhanxane?

Heasked,inhislowanddeepvoice.

Makingmefreezeonthespot,thinkingabout

whatheisonabout.

Iswallowedthelumponmythroat

Me:Huh?

Hechuckledatmyconfusedstate



Takinghisphoneout,puttingthepasswordin.

Withafewswipes,heshowedmethescreen

Ashortvideoclip

Lookingatitwithmyeyesnowopen

Therewas,Meinthemiddleofamakeout

sessionwithLu.

Takinghisphonebacktohispocket,helooked

downatme.

Openingmymouthbutnothingcomesout.

Itakeastepback,Reeceisunpredictable

Him:Alona.

Hesaidwarningly,hehatedwhatI'mdoing

Me:I'msorry.

Him:Didyousleepwithhim?

Him:Answerme!

Heyelledoutinhisboomingvoice,makingme

flinch



Iquicklyshookmyhead

HetriedtocometowardsmebutIquickly

movedtotheotherside

Iwasshakingluloyiko.

Tearsstreameddownmycheeks

Me:IswearIdidn'tplanallthat,hewasjusta

goodfriendandthen(Swallowingnervously)

onethingledtoanotherbutIswearIdidn't

sleepwithhim,IswearIdidn't.

Isaidinonebreath

Him:IzaphaAlona

Ishookmyhead

Me:YouaregoingtohitmeReece.LookI'm

sorry.Ireallydidn'tmeanforittohappen,we

justspentalotoftimetogether.Hewasthere

formewhenyouweren'tandheneverrefused

tospendtimewithme,unlikeyou.Butwhat

happenedwasaonceoffmistake.Itwasn'tmy

intention,IreallyfeelguiltyandIca-



Istoppedramblingwhenhehadmyarmina

deathgrip,Iscreamedstartled

Idon'tknowwhenhegottome

Me:R-Reeceplease

Him:SaphaIphoneyakhoAlona

Givingittohimwithmytremblinghand,he

snatcheditfromme

Heletgoofmeashewasbusygoingthrough

myphone

Islowlytookafewstepsback,heisgoingto

reactandit'sbestifi'mawayfromhim.

Ilookedathimashenowglaredatme,hisjaw

twitching

HethrewmyphoneatmebutImanagedto

dodgeintimebeforeithitmyface,insteadit

himthewall

Icouldhereitshatterintopiecesbehindme.



Ilookedathiminpureshock

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldhavelearntyour

lessonbynowbutclearlyIwaswrong,youtrust

easily.Thatfuckeryouweremessingwithwas

justusingyoutogettomeandyetagainyou're

weretoofuckenblindtosee

Me:HowwereIsupposetoknow.?

Him:You'redatingagangmemberforgodsake

youcouldhavefigureditout.Anddisadvantage

ofdatingsomeonelikemeisthat,myenemies

willgettoyouiftheycan'tgettomeorthrough

me.Itslikeyou'realmostlivingmylifeandyou

shouldbeonthelookoutalways.Goingtopour

stuffouttosomestrangerwhoseemstocan't

endaconversationwithoutinvolvingmy

name,youshouldhavefigureditout.Doing

whatyoudidwithhimknowingyou'vegotmem

-

Me:Ubuphi?

Iasked,cuttinghimshort.



Him:Bendiphi?Jongasundibuzaukunyayeva?

Ithoughtyouappreciatedyourownspace,own

time.Foryoutofocusonyourstudies,your

doingmatrixsurelyyouneeditandbendi'nga

zusolokondisemvakwakho.ClearlyIwasalso

wrongaboutgivingyouthatngobanako

ubalekelakwienemyyam,feedinghim

Informationaboutme,talkingaboutmetokeep

yourrelationshipafloat.

Shit.

Ishouldhaveknown.

Him:Howmuchhaveyoutoldhim ?Every

singleshitItellyou,youtellhimhu?

Notwaitingformetoanswer.

Heturnshisbackonmerunninghishandson

hisfaceinfrustration,hewaspissed.

Me:Bendingayazi.(Ididn'tknow)

Isaidquietly.

Him:Bunga'yazi?Whataboutthepartwere



youthrewyourselfathimlikeacheapwhore?

Youalsodidn'tknowthatwhenyougetinany

typeofarelationshipwithamanitwasbound

togetwhereitgotwithyou.Youalsodidn't

knowthathewasgoingtovideoshootyour

littlemakeoutsessiontosendittome?,torub

itmyface?ThatsoonerorlaterIwasgoingto

knowaboutityourlittlesecret?

Heasked,fistinguphisknucklestoapoint

wheretheyturnedwhiter

Him:Seeinghisdirtyhandsalloveryour

body,hewasenjoyinghimselfandsowereyou

thatyoudidn'tevenseethemischievoussmirk

hehad

Me:Iwasn't,didyouseethepartwhereI

pushedhimoffme.Ithoughtabouty-

Him:Itdoesn'tmatter,hetouchedyouanyway.

Nooneshouldbeinapositionlikethatwithyou

eitherthanme.I'mgoingtocutoffhisballswh-

Hestoppedtalking.



Ifiddledwithmyfingerswhilesniffinginto

engapheliyo.

ItwasquiteforamomentbeforeIsawhim

comingtowardsme,standinginfrontofme

Heliftedhishandup

Makingmeflinch,suckinginmybreathasI

closedmyeyeswaitingfortheimpactbutit

nevercame.

Hewipedmywetcheekswiththebackofhis

handthenhewrappedhisarmsaroundme,

bringingmeclosetolaymyheadonhischest

asherubbedsoothingcircleswithhishandon

thesmallofmyback.

Him:Shhprincess,I'msorry.

Icontinuedtosobonhischest

Him:I'llsortthisout.

Hesaidcombingmyhairwithhishand.
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Iwasatschoolthefollowingday.

CurrentlyatlunchbreakwithRomeo

Ihadnoappetiteforfoodoranythingrightnow

IjustwantedtobeleftaloneandRomeo

thoughtotherwise.

Him:AlonaAwuz'utyakengoku?

Ishookmyhead

Hesighedindefeat.

Him:Idon'twanttosaythis,Iknowitsprobably

notagoodthingtosayrightnow.Youdon't

wanttohearitb-

Me:Justsayit.

Waitforit

Him:Bendi'tshilo(Itoldyou)

Him:Ididtellyouthatyouwereplayingwithfire



andthatIkhonaintoefishyngalaLundini..

Me:YesRomeoyoudidwarnme.Andtelling

meoverandoveragain,ain'thelpingrightnow.

Him:IsReecemadatyou?,ofcourseheis

whatamIevenasking.

Hemumbledthelastparttohimself.

Him:HaveyoutalkedtoLu?

Ishookmyhead,no.

Him:OkayClearyyoudon'twanttotalksoI'm

gonnaleaveyoutobe.

Andthatishowwespentthewholebreak,

sittinginsilence.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Goinghomeafterschool

IgothomeandfoundOzwhowaswithmom,In

themiddleofachatwhiletheyhadsome

snacksontheside

Me:Havingagreattimeherehu?Forgetting



aboutmemnamntuwho'satschool.Beni

nganondicingangetransportmaybe?(wouldn't

youhavepickedmeupmaybe.?)

IsaidpoutingfuriouslyasIsatdownnextto

mom.

Her:Awww,Youlooktired.

Me:Yeah.Chaosatschool,wewereinthe

middleofsomewannabegangsfight.

Her:Ndandtshilongasisikolosakho,ndandi

theizandikuseebaLungwini.(I'vealways

disapprovedofthatschool,Ionceofferedto

takeyoutothewhites/privateschoolandyou

refused).

Idon'tknowhowmanycountlesstimeswe

havehadthatdiscussion

Me:MomGangsareeverywhere.Eveninthose

whiteschools,yekanjebangafanebaphuncuke

phambikwabantu,maybethey'reundercover.

Sheshrugs



Her:Butstill,Istillthinkitwouldhavebeen

better.You'renotsafeanyway,Andazingabantu

ababevelaphiaba(Idon'tknowwhereallsuch

peoplecomefrom),whatisthepurposeof

hurtinganotherperson.?,uzofumanantoni

?(whatareyougoingtoget?)Andthenits

worsebecausetheyalsoselldrugsinsidethe

schoolpremisesifnotinthecommunity.

ClearingmythroatlookingatOzwiththecorner

ofmyeye.

Me:It'smylastyearanyway.SoIwon'thaveto

dealwiththechaos.

Mom:Youjustsaidthatityourselfthatits

everywhere.

Ishrugged

Oz:Aslongasyounottalkingaboutpadsand

pregnancyandstuff,I'mwillingtolisten.

Hesaidtryingtogetourattentionawayfrom

thetopic.



Mom:Speakingofpregnancy.

Momsaidlookingatme.

Iglaredatozforbringingupthetopic

Andthatishowitallwent,lecturesandlectures

frombothsides.

Idon'tknowhowOzfitin,inallofthisbuthe

seemedtobeenjoyingitxaintoizangakum.

Ihadjustbeenwokenupfromanapbymy

ringingphonelateronMidnight

Checkingthecalleridwithblurryeyes.

Lu

Nowfullyawake,Iwaseagerforthiscallallday

longtohearwhatliesishegoingtofeedme

knowingwhatIknownow.

Iansweredhello.

Him:Wereyouasleep?



Nope,OutsomewhereSkydiving.

Imeanwhatnormalpersonwouldstillbewide

awakebynow?

Me:Yes.

Him:SorrytowakeyouupbeautifulbutIjust

wantedtohearyourvoice.

Me:Whatelsedoyouwant?,Achatabout

Reece

Him:Thatisn-

Me:Iknowwhatyouhavebeenupto

Him:WhatI'vebeenupto?

Heaskedsoundingsomewhatconfused.

Hecan'tfoolmethistime.

Me:Me:YouandReecehavesomesortofa

issueandyouwereusingmetogethim.

Hedoesn'tanswer.

Me:YousentthatvideocliptoReece.



Isaidmatteroffact

Him:WhywouldI?

Me:YouforgottoaskwhatvideoclipI'mtalking

aboutbeforeaskingthatquestion

Him:WhatareyoutalkingaboutAlona?

Isnorted,unladylikeofmeIknow.

Me:LasttimeIwasatyourhouse.We(takinga

deepbreathin)kissed.Yougotitinavideoand

sentittoReece.Ucimb'usabhanxabani?

Him:Ididsuch?Whatifheistheonewhogot

youfollowed?Iknowhowpossessive,

obsessedpeopleinthegamecanbe.Maybeh-

Me:Areyougoingtocontinuetolie?

Itwassilentontheothersideforamoment

Him:There'snouseanymoreright.?(chuckles)

IgotwhatIwanted.Someinformationabout

him.Tostartmission'Messuphislife"and

breakyouguysapartontheway,somethingI



havealreadymanagedtodo

SoReecewasright.

Quicklyrecoveringfrommyshock

Me:WestilltogetherYouMoron

Hechuckles.

Him:Notforlongthough

Hesaidbeforehehunguponme.

TOBECONTINUED♥

[11/09,08:15]+263772503508:Insert42

continued

AfterIhadthatphonecallfromLuthatday,I

neverheardfromhimagain

Welostcontact

IhadtoldReeceaboutitandalsoaskedhim

whatwashisdealbetweenthem



HejustsaidLuisoneofhismanyenemiesthat

Ishouldn'tworryaboutbecausehewasgoing

tosorthimout,Iguessyouallknowwhathe

meantbythat.

ItwasFridaynightandIhadaskedRomeoto

comeforasleepoversincemybrotherwas

awayfortheweekend.

Wewerecurrentlyinmyroomsittingcross

leggedontopofmybedeatingsomesnacks

whileengagedinachatwhenmyphonestarted

ringing

Icouldn'treallyseewhoitwasnow,becauseas

timewenton

Myphonestartedtoblurinaweirdway,The

effectofthefallinReecehandswerekickingin.

Me:Hello

'Princess'

Me:Reece.

Him:Whodoyouthinkitwas?



Me:Idon'tknow,can'tevenseeonthisphone

Him:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'mwithRomeo,watchingmoviesatmy

house

Him:Where'syourbrother?

Me:He'snotcomingbackuntilSunday.

Him:Mhh-howaboutIpickyouupforasleep

over?

Me:Hayi.

Ideclinedhisoffer

Iwasn'tgoingtotakeadvantageofmybrothers

trust.

Him:Awufuni?

Me:It'snotthat,butImadeapromisetohim

thatIwon'tgettoanybad

Him:ButImissyou.

Me:Maybeyoucancomepickmeuptomorrow



andwecanspendtheday.

Isuggested

Iheardhimsaysomethinglike'Mxm'onthe

otherside,hewasirritated.

Ohwell

Him:Whatever.Igottogo.

Thatisallhesaidbeforehehunguponme.

I'mgladhedidn'treallyputupafight.

Iputmyphoneasidebeforeturningtolookat

Romeowhowasalreadylookingatme

Him:Youknowheisn'tgoingtowaitforever

right?

Me:Hu?

Him:HeisamanAlonaandhehasneeds,noko

lideelithubaelindile.

Me:Heneversaidhewantstohave'it'with

me,yet



Romeo:Hedoesn'thavetosayso.

Me:IfI'mnotreadyth-

Him:Iknowyoushouldn'tdoitbecauseof

pressure,butjusttakeitintoconsideration.

Ishrug.

Wecontinuedtowatchthemovieinsilencetill

wefellasleepontopofthecovers.

Wakingupthefollowingday,Romeoleftearlyin

themorningbecausehehadtogotosaturday

classes.

Ihadcleanedallthehouse,evendidthelaundry

becauseIwasbored.

AfterIwasdonewitheverything,Itookabath

thenwenttomakesomethingtoeatformyself

beforegoingtochilloutsidebythepool.

Itwasawfullyquietwithoutmybrotherhere,I

wasboredanditwasaSaturdayandIhad

nothingbettertodo



I'vecalledReececountlesstimebuthewasn't

pickingup.

SoIdecidedtogotohishouseafterIwasdone

eating,Ichangedintodecentclothesbefore

takingmybag-backpackwithmystuffinand

tookataxitohishouse.

WhenIarrivedthere,theguybythegateopened

upforme

Iwenttotheinsideandfoundhimdrinking

whatlookedliketobebeerandhewasbusyon

hislaptop

Me:Ithoughtyouwerepickingmeup?

Him:Iforgot.

Hesaidbluntly

Him:AnywayIwantedtopickyouupyesterday

nightwabeundiqhoshela.

Me:KuthiniukuqhoshelawhenItoldyouthe

reasonwhyIcouldn'tsleepover?



Heignoredmeandcontinuedtotypeawayon

hislaptop.

Him:Bringmeabottleofwhiskey,it's

somewhereonthekitchenbar.Uzoy'bonait's

almosthalfwaydone

Me:Howmuchhaveyoudrankinthelastfew

hours.?

Him:Noneofyourconcern,justbringthebottle

orshouldIgotakeitmyself?Sure,Zobona

zo'tshatwangubaunqenakangaka.(I'llsee

who'sgoingtomarryyouwithyourlaziness)

Hesaidgettingupandheadingtohiskitchen,

Whatwasupwithhim?

Hecamebackacoupleofminuteslaterwitha

alreadyfilledglass.

Ithinkhewasabittipsy.

Hesatdownandwentbacktohisscreen.

Isatthere,Iwaswaitingforhimtofinish

whateverhewasdoingsothathecangiveme



hisattention.Iwaswatchingsomerealityshow

Ijustgottiredoftheignorance

Me:Youshouldhavesaidsoifubufuna

ndihambeuyekeubeundiignora(Youcould

havesaidsoifyouwantedmetoleaveinstead

ofignoringme)

Heturnedtolookatme,stoppingwhateverhe

wasdoingforamoment

Hetookasipfromhisglass,closinghislaptop

andturningtome

Heputhishandonmychintoturnmetolookat

him

Heplacedhislipsonmineandstartedkissing

me,abitrough

Icouldtastethealcoholatthetipofmytongue

Hepushedmebackwatdstolayonthecouch

whilehegotontopofme

Hisotherhandtookoffmytop,leavingmeinmy



bra.

Me:Reece

Icalledouttohimforhimtostop.

Puttingmyhandsonhischesttopushhimoff

buthequicklypinnedthemdownoneitherside

ofmyheadinafirmgrip.

Him:I'mnowgivingyoumyattentionAlona.

Hesaidashecontinuedtokissme

Ithinkmylipswereabitswollenbynow.

Herubbedmyoutsideofmythighbeforehis

handshootsupagaintotakeoffmybrabutI

usedallmystrengthandpushedhimoffme.

Me:JustStop.I-I'mn-notready.

IsaidasIquicklytriedtocovermychestwith

myhands.

IswallowednervouslyasIbitmylip.

Heranhishandthroughhishairinwhati

assumedwasinfrustration/irritation



Hewasjustquiet

Ipickedupmytopandworeit

Me:IthinkIshouldgo.

IsaidtohimbeforeIgotupandheaded

towardsThedoor.

Hedidn'teventrytostopme.
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WhenIgothomethatday,Ithoughtaboutwhat

hadalmosthappened.

Iwascurrentlysittingonmybed,brushingmy

chinlightlybecauseitkindahurt.

Idon'tunderstandwhyhewasmadatme.

IwenttomakesomethingtoeatforIthenwhen

Iwasdone,Idishedupforandatethenwentup

tomyroomforanap

Iwasgoingtogotohishouseagaintomorrow

anddemandsomeanswers



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Heopenedupthedoor,onlyinapairofboxers.

HehadjustwokenupandIlookedathismessy

bedhairthatsuitedhimsomehow.Hiseyes

werehalfclosedhalfopen.Heturnedaroundto

throwhimselfonthecouch

Ifollowedafterhimandclosedthedoorbehind.

Thehousewasabitmessyfromyesterday

bottlesthathasseemedtohaveincreasedthe

number.Meaningtheweremoreofthemnow

andhedidn'tbothertoclean

Me:Wereyouwithyourfriendsorsomething?

I'mprettysureyoudidn'tdrinkallofthisby

yourself.

Ilookedathimasheclosedhiseyesandburied

hisfaceunderthecushion.

Hedidn'tanswermebutinsteadmumble

somethinglikeheneededastrongblackcoffee.

SoIwenttomakeitforhim,justhowhewanted



it

HandingittohimbeforeIsatdownnexttohim

andwatchedhimtakeasip.

Him:Ilostmillionsworthdeal,ontopofthattwo

ofmymosttrustedguysaredead.Youknow

whoisbehindit?Lu.Thatfuckenpieceofshit!

Hesaidashegrittedhisteethatthelast

sentence.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay

Me:I-I'msorry.

Him:Sorrydoesn'tcutitrightnow,Ihateit

whensomethingnorsomeonegetsintheway

ofmywork.HereallymessedmeupandI'm

goingtomesshimuprealgoodwhenIfucken

seehimthathe'llwishthathismamakepther

legsclosed.Ifonlyyoucouldhavekeptyour

mouthshut.

Me:Reece,IknowwhatIdidwasamistakeand

Ihavebeenapologizing



Him:HemaarnAlona,Yourfuckenapology

won'tbringbackmyguys.

Hesaidasheyelledoutglaringatme.

Ijustchosetoignorehisattitude

sometimes,rightnowIunderstoodhimso

insteadofstartingupafightwithhim.

Idecidedtogetupandcleanaroundabitand

whenIwasdoneIwentuptohisroom.

AsIhadnotexpectedit,hisbedwasnotmade.

Iquicklypickedupallhisclothesthatwere

layingaroundandtookthemtothelaundry

room.

Iwasinthemiddleoftakinghisbedcover

halfwaydownwhenIcameacrosssomething

Underwear.Notjustanyunderwearbutagirls

Underwear,athong

MybreathhitchedinmythroatasIlookedatit.

Lookingaroundtheroomfranticallynot



knowingwhattodo

Icouldfeelthetearsatthebrimofmyeyes.

Itookhisphonethatwasplacedontheside

andopenedit

Idon'tknowwhatgotintometoinvadehis

privacy,Iwasn'treadyforwhateverIwasgoing

tocomeacrossbutIjustneededtoknow

whateverrightnow.Iwentthroughhis

messagesandallIsawmostlywasthis

Thenjiswaname

WherehaveIheardthatnamebefore?,Itriedto

ponderoveritbeforeapictureofthatgirlhe

wasarguingwithwhenIwasathishousewith

acoupleofhisfriendsaroundpoppedintomy

mind.

Icouldalmostseehersmuglookon

Ididn'topenanymoreofhismessagesbutI

couldn'thelpnoticingthatthiswasn'taonceof

thing.



IjustgotmadthatIendedupthrowingitata

wall,makingitshatterintopieces.

Ididn'tknowwhattodo,pullingatmyhairin

frustration

ItriedtocontrolmybreathingbeforeIhadone

ofmyasthmaticmoments.

Iwasshakingfuriously.Takingtheunderwear

withthetipofmyfinger.

Iwalkedwithittothelounge

Me:TellThenjiswathatsheforgotthis.

IsaidasIthrewitonhisface.

Helookedatitasitfelldownbeforelookingat

mewithhismouthopeningandclosingatthe

sametimenotknowingwhattosay.

Thatiswhenmytearsstartedtobetray

me,streamingdownmycheeks.

Iwipedthemfuriouslywiththebackofmyhand

beforesnatchingmybagfrombesidehimand



runningout

IheardhimcallmynameafterbutIignoredhim

asIranoutblindly.

Idon'tknowhowIgothomebutIfoundmyself

collapsingontopofmybedandletsleep

overtakeme.

Iwokeupwithaheadache,myeyeswereitchy

andwhenIwenttolookatmyselfonthemirror

atthebathroom,Theywereswollen.

Iwashedmyfacewithcoldwaterbefore

rummagingthroughthecabinetsforpills.

Itooktwobeforepoppingtheminmymouth

anddrankthemwithwaterthenwentbackto

mybed.

IcoveredmyselfwithafleecewhileIstared

blanklyintospace.

Iwasthinkinghard,soengulfedinmyown

thoughtsthatwhenmyIheardmyphone's

ringtoneitwaslikeitwasringingfaraway.



Itookitandsquintedmyeyestoseewhowasit

IfitwashimthenI'msurelynotpickingup.

Butthenitwasanunrecognisable

number.Puttingthephonetomyear.

"Iwasn'tsureifyouweregoingtopickupona

unrecognisablenumberbutIwassureyou

weren'tgoingtopickupifIcalledwithmine"

ItwasLu

Me:Whatdoyouwant?Yougotwhatyou

wantednowwhatthefuckdoyouwant?

Iasked,swearingforthefirsttimeinmylife.

Him:You.

Hesaid

Him:Iwantyou.IknowItookwhatwehadasa

gamebutIrealisedthatlatelyyou'reallIthink

about,IhavebeenfallingforyouandI'msorry

whathasbeenhappeningbetweenReeceand

I,letitaffectyou.Youdidn'tdeserveitandI'm



reallys-

Ihunguponhimbeforehecouldfinish,Iwasn't

inthemoodforhiscrapIhadbiggerthingsto

worryaboutrightnow.

OnlyonepersonIwantedtotalktorightnow,

Mybrother

ImanagedtotypehisnumberandIwasglad

whenhepickedup

Him:Baby?

Me:I'mnotyourbaby,Oz.

IsaidasItriedtosmilebutfailedmiserably

,goodthinghewasn'tabletoseeme.

Hechuckled.

Him:Youare.UfunantoniSthandwasam?I'm

prettysureIleftyouahugeamountofmoney

soitcouldn'thaveranoutinonlytwodays.

Me:Idon'twantanything,Imissyou.

Him:Iseverythingokaythere.?



HowIwishIcouldpouroutmyhearttohim

aboutthisalsolikeeverythingelseIsharewith

him.

Swallowingthelumpinmythroat

Me:Yes.Whenareyoucomingback?

Him:I'mnotreallysure,butsoon.Trynotto

missmemuch.

WecontinuedtochattillIranoutofairtime.

Iwokeupalittlebitlatethefollowingdayfor

schoolIforgottosetthealarm.Iwentoutina

rushnotforgettingtosetthesystem.

Iwaswalkingacoupleoffeetawayfrommy

housewhenIsawacarapproach

ButIpayednomindtoit.

Idon'treallyknowwhathappenedbutIfelt

someonemaskmewithawetrang

GuessImusthavebreathedinwhateverthat

wasintherebecausethenextthingIknowI'm



feelingdizzythenIblackedout.
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AsIcametoconsciousness,Myheadwas

hurting.Manythoughtscametomymindallat

once,Icouldn'treallythinkclearly.

MyeyesroamedaroundtheroomIwasin,my

heartnowbeatingsofastasIrealisedIhadno

ideawhereIwas

MyheartbeatincreasedevenmorewhenI

couldn'tseeClearly,Iwasscared.

Theroomwasdimlylit.

Itriedgettingupbutitwaslikesomethingwas

holdingmeback,onlythenIrealisedthatIwas

tiedtoabed

Mysurroundingswerespinningandmyhead

wouldn'tstopthrobbing.Iwastryingsohardto

thinkwhatactuallyhappened



Iwasgoingtoschool,Iwasacoupleoffeet

awayfromthehouse..Ithinksomeonecame

frombehindandmaskedmewithwithawet

ragandIblackedout

TearsthreatenedmyeyesasIcametothe

realityIwasfacedwith.

Iwantedtoscreamforhelpbutitwasnouse

withthethicknessofthewallandmyweak

staterightnow.

Imanagedtosituponthebedafterpausing

nowandthenfromthetiredness.

Itmustbetheaftereffectsofwhateverthe

personmaskedmewith

JustasIputmyheadonthepillow

Iheardthedooroftheroomunlockandthenit

wasclosedloudlybehindandsomeone

appeared.

AToweringfigurewalkedintotheroom.Itried

focusingonthefaceofthepersonbutfoundit



nearlyimpossibleasmyheadwasspinningand

Iwasalsoseeingblur.Icouldmakeoutshort

haircutintoafade,verydarkblacksmalleyes

andpiercingonth-waitaminute

Me:Lu?

Icroakedoutinasmallvoice,Ifeltbileriseup

asIutteredmyfirstwordafterbeing

unconsciousbutquicklyswallowedback..

Him:Heyyou'reawake?,Ijustwantedto

welcomeyouhere

Hetoldmeasifstealingmewasthemost

normalthingintheworld.

Me:W-WhereamI

Him:Oh,mysecretplace.Wherenoonewillfind

you.

Ithinkhe'sjustplainpsychopathandItookhim

forgranted

Him:I'mnopsycho.I'mjustamanrevenging

hisdeadbrother.



IguessImusthavesaiditaloud.

Me:W-whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:Hedidn'ttellyouwhatthisisallabout?

WhatdidIexpectthough

Heaskedashechuckled.

Him:Hekilledmybrother.Reecekilledmy

brotherandItwasallbecauseofadealgone

wrong,Hekilledhimjustbecausehemessed

upsomedealandhewasbraveenoughtodoit

infrontofmeandtherewasnothingIcoulddo

Heshook

Him:HeknewIwasSmartenoughtonotgoto

thepolicebecausehe'dalsokillme.Butwhat

hedidn'tknowwasthatIwassmartenoughto

planmyrevenge.Hedidn'tseemecoming.

Reece,sendihambandifel'izonozakhe.

Me:Luplease-

Him:That'swhathealsosaidwhenhehad



beenheldatgunpointbyReece,Hebeggedand

beggedforhislifebutitallfellintodeafears.

Me:WhatdoIhavetodowithallthis?

Him:You

Hesaidgrazingmycheekwiththebackofhis

hand.

Him:YoumustmeansomethingtohimForhim

todowhathedoesforyoubecausefromthe

informationIhavegatheredhe'sfuckboywho

hasneversettleddown,notonce.Untilhemet

you.Little,Beautiful,InnocentAlona.Yourhis

weakness.Somepoweryouhavetheretobring

amanlikehimdowntohisfeet.Idon'tblame

himthough

Hesaidbitinghislowerlipashiseyestrailedup

anddownmybody

Him:I'dalsobedownforyou,you'reworthit.

Hewinksatme.

Me:Heh-heisgoingtofindme,andwhenhe



doesyou'rebettermakes-sureyounotgoingto

benearmebecauseyourassisgoingtoget

burned

Hechuckled

Him:Awww.He'snothererightnowishe.?,he's

probablyoutofthecountrymakingnewdeals.

Iswallowthelumpinmythroat

Me:Mybrother..

Him:We'lljusthavetowaitandsee.

Hesaidasheextendedhishandtobrushmy

hairoutofmyface

Me:Don'tyoudareputyourfilthyhandsonme.

Iyelledoutathimignoringthepainthatshot

throughmyheadatthatinstant.

Iquicklylookedtheotherside,myneckhurting

atthemove

Ibreathedoutheavily,Iwastired.

Him:Filthy?Youforgettinghowtheycould



alsogetyoutomoan,howtheycomfortedyou

whenyour'loving'manwasnowheretobeseen.

Me:You(breathingout)arenothing.Youaren't

goingtogetnothing.from.torturingme

Isaid,almostunabletofinishthesentence

MybodywasgivingoutandIhatedfeeling

weakandvulnerable

Hechuckled.

Him:ButIamgoingtohavefunwithyouthough

.Nowherearemyrules.Nofightingme.No

tryingtoescape.That'sall,Obeythemandyou

willremainsafe.Iwon'thavetohurtyouaslong

asyoulistentome,understood?

Hemusthavetookmysilenceforananswer.

Him:Sleep,'Princess'isit?Youaregoingto

needtheenergybecauseyouandIaregoingto

havealotoffuntogether.
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Wokenupwithcoldwaterthrownonmybody,I

don'tknowhowijumpedoutofbed.Icoughed

outviolently,Tryingtowipethewaterfrommy

facewithmyhandssothatIcouldseeclearly.

TherestoodLuwithnowaemptybucketthat

wasoncefilledwithwater

Him:WakeupupPrincess,timeforyoutodo

somethingwhilewewaitaroundforyourknight

inshiningarmour.

Hesaid,laughingattheend

Irubbedmywrists,Theyhadontheseredlines

IsowantedtocrynowbutIwasn'tgoingtogive

himthesatisfactionofseeingmeweak.

Him:There'sabathroomoverthe,maybeyou

cantakeanothershowersincethisonewasn't

proper?

Him:Icanscrubyourback?



Heofferedashesmirkedatme

Gettingupandheadingtowardsthesocalled

bathroomwithoutsayingaword

Iwasshiveringbecauseofthewetclothesthat

stickedtomybodylikeasecondskin

Ididn'twanttotakethemoff,whatifhecomes

inwhileI'mnaked?Whatiftherewasacamera

somewherehere?IknowIwasbeingdelusion

butIwasn'tatease.

Soinsteadoftakingmychances.Ichanged

intocleanclothingwhichconsistedofashirt

thatendedjustabovemyknees,brushedmy

teethandjustwipedthereandthereandexited

theroom.

Him:Don'tyoulookevenmoresexierinmy

clothes

Helookedmeupanddown

Him:Letsgo,Youaregoingtohavetomake

LunchformyguysandI



Hesaidashedraggedmeoutoftheroomto

whatIsupposewasakitchenafterwepassed

byagroupofguyswholookedliketobe

undressingmewiththeireyes

Ijustwantedtocrawlintoacornerandhide.

Icookedwhathewantedmetocookandwent

toservethembeforehetoldmetofillintheir

glasses.

Iwasgoingtoputthetraywiththeglasseson

thetableandleaveitbutthensawaphone

layingthere

Iwasgoingtobesmoothabout

Puttingthetraydown,Iknockedoveroneofthe

glassesthatwherefilledwithbrandymaking

thecontentsspillout

Lu:Yishitleuye'nzayo!

Ijumpedstartledwhenheyelledatme

Iapologisedandquicklywenttotakeanapkin

andwenttowipeitoff,takingthephonewiththe



napkin.Itwasn'twet

Iwenttoputthenapkinatthekitchen

Me:CanIgotothebathroom ?

Hesnorted

Him:Hamba.

IQuicklyrushedtothebathroom,closingthe

doorbehindme.

Takingthephonewithmytremblinghands,I

unlockeditandthankedgodwhenitdidn'tneed

apassword.

WhoamIgoingtocall?

Pressinginmybrothersnumber,Iwasaboutto

callhimbeforethedoorwasabruptlyopened

KnockingmedownsinceIwasstandingbehind

it

LookingupatafuriousLu,Iswallowedthelump

inmythroat

Iwasgoingtotakemychancesanyway,quickly



pressingthecallbuttonbeforethephonewas

snatchedoutfrommyhandandbackslapped

Him:Whatthefuckdoyouthinkyoudoing!

Didn'tIwarnyoutonottryanyfunnyShit?

Heasked,shoutingatthetopofhislungs

Heslappedmeonceagainbeforehekickedmy

sidemakingmetoppleover

HecontinuedtorepeatedlyhitmeandIcouldn't

standupformyself,allIdidwascry.

"Youpieceofshit,I'mgoingtokillyou"

Iheardafamiliarvoicesay

TurningtoseeMybrothersnarlingatLu.

Itwasn'tacoupleofsecondswhenIhearda

coupleofgunshotsfired,comingontheother

side.

BeforeIcouldponderonit

IwaslookingatOzwhoattackedLuwithabig

rightoverhandpunch.



Lusteppedoutofrangebutbeforehecould

bringhishandsuptodefendhimself,Ozdrove

hisshoulderintoLu'schestslamminghiminto

thewallwherehestartedlandingsolidpunches

intohisgut,hehadstartedcoughingblood

Me:Oz!

Itriedstoppinghim.

Iwantedtogetupandholdhimback,Ididn't

wanthishandsgettingdirty

Iwasinsomuchpain,Iliftedmyselfup

supportingwiththewall.Iwasbacktomyfeet

butitwasn'tforlongasIcollapsedand

everythingwasblack.

•••••

Wakingup,Icouldn'treallyfeelmybody.Iwas

numb

Hearingthebeepingsoundsofmachine's,Iwas

onceagainatahospital.

BetterthanbeingheldhostagebyL-



Lu?Whereishe?AmIsafe?

Abruptlygettinguphurtingmyselfinthe

processbutIdidn'tcareatthemoment,Ahand

heldmeinplace

"Alona,Alonayou'resafe.I'mhere"

TurningtoseeOz,Isighedinrelief.Hebrought

meinforahugasIsobbedonhischest.

Him:You'resafe.

Hekepttellingme.AfterIhadcalmeddownabit

Iaskedhimtotellmewhathappened.

Him:ReeceandIworkedtogethertofind

you,TheSmartwatchthathegaveyouprovides

livelocationalinformation,andthedevicehas

thecapabilitytotransmitalerttotheperson

whoisconnectedtoitifyouwanderofffrom

anypre-designatedsafezone,Italsohasapanic

buttonthatgivesyoutheabilitytocalloutfor

help,Youdidn'tknowthoughI'msurehewas

beingsneakyaboutit.AnywayReecegotan



alertonyourwhereaboutthenhecalled

me,figuredoutsomething.

Me:Thankyou

Him:Don'tmentionit,it'smyresponsibilityto

protectyou.

Me:W-whathappenedtohim?

IwaitforhimtoanswerbeforeIsawhisjaw

twitch.

Him:Beattheshitoutofhim,IswearIwas

goingtokillhimwithmyownbarehands!But

thenIhadtoattendyousinceyoublackedout

soIrushedyoutothehospitalandReecetook

careofhimafterheworkedontheguysthat

werethere
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Reececameforanafternoonvisitthefollowing

day,Hebroughtmesomesweetstuffandall.



IjustwantedtomeltrightthenandtherebutI

wouldn'tgivehimthesatisfactionofwinning

meoverandforgetwhathedid.

AkakayigqibileyakhenoThenjiswaandright

nowIwasconfrontinghim.

Reece:IknowIshouldn'thavedonewhatIdid

withherI'ms-

Me:Wasitaonetimething?

Iaskedlookingstraightaheadbutturnedto

lookathimwhenhedidn'tanswerme

Hisfacevoidofmotionmakingithardformeto

knowwhatheisthinkingabouttosay.ButI

thinkthistimearoundIknewverywell,Itwasn't

afirsttimeandrightnowhedidn'tknowhowto

tellme

Me:Howlonghashasbeengoingon?

Him:Itdoesn'tmatter

Me:Itdoesn'tmatterwhenyouhavebeen

sleepingwithsomegirlonthesamebedthat



youforcemetosleepinatnight.?Doyouknow

howdisgustingthatsounds?Phindbenes'

bindisozakumuyaziubaonceIturnmyback

yougotoher?,wasitevenonlyher?Going

awayforacoupleofdaysandthennotbother

totellme,Onlyyouknowifyou'renotbookinga

roomatahoteltobewithher.

Him:I'mnot

Ichuckled

Me:GuessI'llneverknow,thenyougotthe

nervetobringmeagift,thatwristwatch.to

installsomedeviceonit

Him:Itwasforsafetyreasons.

Me:Andtoeaseyourinsecurities!Whatifthis

wasturnedtheotherwayaround,IfIwasthe

onewhowassleepingwithsomeguy,IfIwas

theonetogowhereverIwantedtowithout

lettingyouknow,IfIweretheonetoinstalla

devicetoknowaboutyourwhereabouts,to

invadeyourprivacy?Wouldn'tyouhavehurt



me?

Him:No.YoucheatedandIforgaveyou

Me:Easily.AndIwonderedwhybutnowIknow

iknow,youknewyouweredoingthesameon

theside,onlyworse.Whenyoufoundoutit

somehoweasedyourConscious.

Him:That'snottrue,Alona.

HetriedtouchingmyhandbutImoveditaway

fromhisreach.

Him:Iloveyou.YouaretheoneIwant.We

matter.IamsorryforthepainthatIcausedyou

andus.

IknewifIforgavehimeasilyandjustforget

aboutit,hewasgoingtodoitagainandagain

Me:Ineedabreak.

Him:From ?

Me:You.Fromyouandeverythingthatcomes

with.I'mtiredofeverything,everythingthatI've



beenthroughbecauseofyou.Ineveraskedfor

itandIdidn'tknowbeingwithyoucomeswith

somanyp-

Him:Youbreakingupwithme?

Takinginadeepbreath

Me:Pleaseleave.

Him:Alona.

Me:No.ReeceIjustneedyoutostayaway.

Him:Bu-

Me:Go.

Him:Okay.

Thatokaywasn'tthekindthatsaidI'mokay

withyourdecisionbuttheonethatsaiddo

whateverandI'llsee.

Hegotupandleft.

Iwipedthetearthatfelldownfrommyeye.

Ihadtodothis.



Takingabreakfromhimwasthebestthingto

donow.Thatcanguidemefromwheretogo

fromherewithoutthedistractionandhurtthat

comeswithtalkingtohim

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Prettymuchthewholeweekpassedby

Iwasslowlybutsurelyrecovering,nowfrom

home.

IwascatchinguponmyschoolworkandIwas

doingprettywell,Iwasdedicatedtoit.

Ihadn'tseennortalkedtoReecesincethatday

atthehospitalandthatdidn'tsitwellwithme

butthenImademydecision.

Saturdayaround6pmandIwasoutwithmy

brother.Doingalittleshoppingbecausewehad

justrecentlynoticedthatweranoutof

groceries.Typicalus

Afterwedidtheshoppingandtookthebagsto

hiscar,wedecidedtogoeatatspurbecausewe



stillwerelazytocookandweweretired.

Wewerewalkinginsidetheentrancewhenwe

sawReece'sbrotherZane,headingout

HewasHoldingaverycuteLittlebabyboy

Curlyhair,hisroundfullcheeks.Littlepinkcute

poutylipsandthesehugeeyes

Hewassosmall,IknowI'veusedthewordso

muchbuthewasreallyCUTE.

IcooedatthebabyasIwalkedto

them,greetedZanebeforemyattentionwas

focusedonthebaby,Tracinghisbabyhairwith

thetipofmyfinger.

Heopeneduphistinyarmsformetotake.

Me:CanI?

IaskedforpermissionfromZane

Him:Sure.

Ididn'tcarethathewasonhiswayoutright

now,Ijustwantedthebaby



Igladlytookhimtomyarms,cradlinghim

HefitperfectlyandIdidn'twanttoletgoofhim.

Oz:Youshouldn'thavegivenhimtoher.Now

wegonstandhereforprobablyanhourtillsh-

Me:Yourexaggerating

Zanechuckled

Him:Idon'tmind.Wenotinarush.

Me:Great.Maybewecansittogetherthen

Isaidnotwaitingforhisanswerbutwenttosit

atanemptytablefitforthree

IheardOzmumblesomethinglike'See?,Itold

you'

Iquicklysatdownandstaredatthebaby.

Lightlypinchinghisredcheeks,theyweresoft.

Hesmiledupatmeshowingmehistoothless

gums

Zane:Wellthat'safirst.



Me:What?

Zane:Hedoesn'treallylikepeoplehe'snot

familiarwith,firsttimeseeingyouandhelikes

you.

Me:Wellthat'sbecauseI'mlikeable.

Zane:Mhh...

Me:What'shisname

Him:Khayone.

Inod

Awaitresscamearoundandtookourorder.

Zanegothimselfadrinkbecausehehad

alreadyeaten.

Ihadorderedburgerandfrieswithasmoothie

formyself.

Iwasabouttotakeafriefrommyplatebut

Khayonebeatmetoit.

Iwatchedhistinyhandholdingit,bringingitto

hismouthashetriedtochew.



Me:Isheyours?

Henods

Me:HowcomeIdon'tknowabouthim

Zane:Youneverasked.

Irollmyeyesathim.

Ozexcusedhimselffromthetableashisphone

rang.

IjuststayedwithZane

Him:So..

Hestarted,Lookingupathim.

Him:Whenlastdidyouseehim.

Me:Who?

Hestaredatme,waitingformetocatchon

Me:Maybeaweekorso

Ishrugged

Him:Aren'tyougoingfixthings,haven'tyou

forgivenhim ?



Me:Thisisnotonlyabouthimcheatingon

me.I'vebeenthroughalotbecauseofhim,Being

withhimputsmeindangerandIdon'twant

that.Idon'twanttoliveinfearofhisenemies

comingafterme.

Him:Ithinkyouwereboundtobeindanger

withorwithouthiminthepicture.whathe

is,yourbrotheris..

Isighed

Me:ButIthinktakingabreakforhimisthebest

option.

Him:Isthatyourwayofbreakingupwithhim?

Wasit?

Combingkhayone'ssofthairwithmyfingers,I

keptquiet.

Him:You'returninghimbackAlona

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:He'sbeendoingwelltryingtochangefor



you,I'veseenimprovementandnowhe'sgonna

gobacktothatsameoldReece.Alonajustgive

himachance,Justbearwithhim.You'vedoneit

justholdonalittlebitlonger.

Me:He'stheonewhomessedup,heneedsto

learnhislessonandk-

ButbeforeIcouldfinishwhatIwassaying,Isaw

Mybrothermakehiswaybacktothetable.

Oz:Thatsaucemustbegreateh?Newvan

spur?

Heaskedlookingatmyplate

Followinghisgazetoseewhathewasonabout

Khayone'sbabyvomitdrizzledonmyfries.

Me:Iknewyouweren'tgoingtobesweetlike

youlook,whatdidIexpectthough?Youhave

ReeceandZane'sbloodrunningthroughyour

veins.You'renasty,butstillcuteanyway.

Imumbled



Iheardtheguyschuckle

Iwipedhistinymouthwithanapkin
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Ihadmademydecision,Iwasgoingtoforgive

Reece.IknowIlovedhimthatmuchtotryput

whathappenedbehindusandcarryonwitha

wayforward.

AfterIcamefromchurchSunday,Iwentback

homebeforeItookacabtohishouse.

Heopenedup,everinhisboxers.

ThewayhelookedgoodngakhonaIswearit

brokemyheartbecauseitslikewhathappened

betweenus,thetensiondidn'tbothernoraffect

him.

Bingasendijikendimnkengosendilaphaand

gocarryonwithmylifelikeheisdoingbecause



it'sclearthatIwastheonlyonewhowas

miserable.

Me:Hey

Igreetedhim,Itwejustawkward.

Henod.

Me:Iuh-um(clearingmythroat)justcameby

tocheckuponyou,butII-seeyou'reokaysoI'll

beonmywayback.

Isaid,bendisifazintloni(Iwasdyingof

embarrassment)WhatwasIdoinghereagain?

BecauseThispersonrightherewasnot

affectedbymypresence.

Turningtoleavebutwasstoppedbyhishand

thatfoundit'swaytomywaist

Heturnedmearound,pullingmeinsideand

closingthedoorshut.

Hepushedmybackonitbeforehisbodywas

closetomine,helookeddownatmefora

momentbeforeheputhislipsonmine,hishand



fistingmyhair

Hekissedmehungrily.

Thekisssaidalotofunspokenwords,he

missedmeandallheneededrightnowwasme

Ipulledawaytocatchmybreath,Ilookedupat

him

Him:Imissedyou

Hesaidbeforehecrashedhislipsonmineonce

again.

Henowhadbothmylegswrappedaroundhis

torsowhilehishandswerejustundermybutt

Intimatepositionrightthereandwehavenever

beenlikethat.

Me:Imissedyoutoo

Isaidbreathlessly

Heburiedhisnoseonthecrookofmy

neck,takingmein

Him:Thenwhydidn'tyoucome



Me:Youtheonewhowassupposedtodothat

notme

Him:Iwasgivingyouyourpersonalspace,what

youwanted

Me:JustbecauseIsayIwantsomething

doesn'treallymeanIwantit,Ijustwantedyouto

fightme.

Hechuckles.

Him:NowIknow

Hesaidashehadhisfingeronmythetopof

mydress,peekinginsideitatmybra

Hebithislowerlip.Iswathishandawayand

removemyselffromhimandthepositionIwas

in.

Iwasthirsty.

Headingtowardshiskitchen,Ipourmyselfa

glassofwaterandsatdown

Hewatchedmyeverymove.



Me:Yinto?

Him:NgakheulingePrincessuthethenam

kanjalo.

Hesaidhisfacealwaysvoidofemotion.

Him:Soyoucameheretocheckuponmeonly?

Ishrug

Me:Whatelsewereyouexpecting?

Him:Maybetohearyousayyouforgivemefor

whatIdid,itcouldactuallyputmeatpeacewith

myself.

Isighedandreleasedmybreath.

Me:I'vealreadyforgivenyouReece.

Him:Really?

Inod

Him:Younotholdinganygrudge?

Ishookmyhead

Hesmiledatme



Me:JustsoyouknowifyoudoitagainI'lltake

specialshootinglessonsandI'llkillyou.

Hechuckled,raisinghishandupinsurrender

Him:IthinkI'mrubbingoffonyou.

Hesmirked.

Me:Noyounot.

Him:OkaythenI'dliketorubonyouright

now,youlookyummyinthattightassfitting

dress.

Hesaidbitinghislowerlip

Coveringmyfacewithbothmyhands,Ithinkmy

cheekshadturnedadarkershadeofred

Iheardhimlaughatme,OhhowImissedthat

sound.

Hecatcheshisbreathbeforehetoldmethathe

wantedtoshowmesomething.

Pickingmeupbridalstyle,hetookmeupstairs.

Tohisroom.



Openingthedoorandcameintoviewhisroom

thatwasnowredecorated/renovated.

ItlookedgreattoapointwhereIwaseven

afraidtolooknortouchanythingbecauseitfelt

likeitwouldbreakorIwouldruinit.

Hehadonnewfurniture,eventhebedwasnew

Him:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Turningtolookathim

Me:It's..Wow.Havenowordsforit.

Isaidmymouthagape,amazedbythebeauty.

Him:NoOthergirliseverallowedherebeside

you.Imeanit.

Hewhisperedtomyear.

Ijustnod,notwantingtosayanything.

Hehuggedmefrombehind,bringingmeclose

uptohimtofeelhiswarmth.

Isnuggleduptohimevenmore.



Hisphonevibratedonhispocketheansweredit.

Waitingforhim

Him:Zaneisbythedoor.

Me:IshewithKhayone?

Helookedatmehiseyebrowsturnedupin

confusion

Him:Howdoyouknowhim ?

Me:IwaswithOztheotherdayandwemetup

withthematspur.

Isaidhurriedawayto

Openedthedoor.

Seeingthelittleguy,healsosawmeandhe

squealedexcitedlydoingthatsharpbaby

screamthatalmosthurtyourears.

Iquicklytookhim.

Sittingdownandstaringathimadorably.I

kissedbothhischeeks



LightlyticklinghissidessothatIcouldhearhim

giggle.

Zane:Soyouguysfinallytalkeditouthu?

Iheardhimask

Reece:Yeah,andwewerenowinthemiddleof

tryingoutournewbed,untilyoudisturbedus

Hesaidsittingbesideme,hishandrubbingthe

smallofmyback.

IShruggedhimoffl

Me:Susiphaza'misa

Him:Yo!,theningathiuzan'thathelindawosani?

Heaskedticklingthebaby

Zane:Dudeweneedtotalk.

Reece:About?

Zane:Givo,Youknowhe'sbeenarrestedandwe

needareplacement,haveanyoneinmind?

Reece:I'mn-



Beforehecouldfinish,helookedatmeasIgot

uptogowhereversothatIcouldgivethem

privacy.

Reece:Uyaphi?

Me:Toyourroom

Helookedatmearchinghiseyebrow

Reece:HlalaphantsiAlona.(sitdown)

Me:ButIwan-

Reece:Alona.

Sittingdown.

Iwasforcedtolistentotheirgangdealings.It

wasn'tprettyniceifyouaskme.
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ThewasaknockatthedoorandZanewentto

open,incameacoupleofguysand-Thenjiswa.

Ibittheinsideofmycheekkeepingmyselffrom



snorting.

Theyallgreeted

SheflashedReecesomelookbeforesheglared

atme

Ijustsimplyignoredherandcontinuedtoplay

withKhayone'sbabyhairashewaspeacefully

sleeping.

Me:ShouldIputhiminthebedroomoryouon

yourwayout?

IaskedlookingatZane

Him:Puthimtobed,please?

InodasIgotupandmademywayupstairs

whenIheardThenjiswamumblesomethinglike

"Actingliketheperfectgirlfriendwhenyoucan't

evengiveittohim"

WhenIcameback,IsatdownnexttoReeceas

hesnuggledmeupclose

Thenjiswa:Wearediscussingbusiness,Whyis



shehere?

Sheaskedspittingvenom

Reece:Youinnopositiontobeaskingmeshit.

Thenjiswa:ButI'minthepositiontobeontop

ofyouhu?

Sheaskedlookingatmebeforesmirkingatme

asIlookedather,unbelievable.

Her:What?Itain'tnosecretthatwhenyoucan't

giveittohimhecomestome.

Shepointingtoherselfwithherfakemanicured

fingered

Shecontinuedtopushmybuttons.

Her:Whatdidheexpectfromahighschoolgirl

anyway.

Iwassofedupwithher,Igotupandwenttoher

asshealsostoodup

Ithappenedinslowmotion.Myfistmade

connectionwithheroverlyglossedmouth



makingherstumbleandfallonherass

Iglaredather,feelingmyangerrisewithinme

Her:Youpunchedme

Shescreamedassheputherfakemanicured

handoverherbloodylip

Me:YeahIdid,IIwilldoitagainifyoudon'tshut

yourcocksuckingSTDinfectedmouth.

ShegotupandbeforeIknewitsheslappedme

ItstungbutIhadnotimetonurseitasIjumped

onherknockingherbacktotheground

IfanybodyaskedmeWhatgotmetofighther,I

won'tanswer.

ThewayIfeltrightnowIwasreadytobeather

ass

AsmybodystraddleherIpoundedmyfiston

herface,Iheardherscreamonceagainand

triedtoclawmyfacebutIpushedherhands

away



Andbeganswingingpunches.Ididn'tknow

wherethissurgeofenergycamefrombutallI

knewwasthatIwaspissed.Pissedfortheway

mylifehasbeenturnedupsidedowninthelast

week.

Icontinuedtopoundmyfistonhernowbruised

facetillIfeltmybodybeingliftedupastwo

strongarmswrappedaroundmyarmsholding

themdownmysides

Me:GETOFFME!,I'MNOTDONE!

Him:YouaredoneAlonacalmdown,thisisn't

you

IheardReecefirmlysay

Sureitwasn't.

Her:Youbettercalmdownthatpsychotic

whoreofagirlfriendofyours,shebrokemylip?

Me:You'reluckythat'stheonlythingI

broke,believemeIcouldhavedonemuchmore

worse,likeunplasteringyourfakesaggyboobs



IsaidasItriedgettingtoher

Reece:ALONA!

Her:Whatthehelldidyoueverseeinher

Reece?,Sheiscrazyandaslut!

Me:Takeonetoknowone,I'veneveropenedup

mylegsforanyone.Ihavemoreselfworththan

you.

Turningonmyheels,Iwalkedoverwheremy

thingswereandtookthembeforemakingmy

wayout.

IwasfeelingnumbandemotionlesswhenI

reachedmyhouseandIwasgladwhenIdidn't

seemybrotheranywhere,Ijustwantedtobe

alonenow

Goingtomyroomforaquickrefreshingbathto

removeanytracesofhersmellonme

IhadwrappedatowelaroundmybodyasI

staredmyselfonthemirror



Istoodtheretryingtodigestwhathad

happened.Thepersonbacktherewasn't

me,whathappenedbackthere?AllIknewwas

thatIsawredwhenshestartedrunningher

mouth.

Whateverhappenedbacktheresetfree

somethingthatwasinsideme

IhadwornmysleepwearafterIlotionedand

wasabouttotakeanapwhenmyphonestarted

vibrating

IpickeditupanditwasReecetellingmehe

wasoutside.

Iworemysleepersandheadedout.

Hewasleaningonhiscar,Istoodinfrontofhim

Hewassilentforamoment.lbeforehespoke.

Him:Whathappenedbackthere,TskTsk.I

don'twanttoeverseeyoubehavinglike

that,ever.UmameleAlona?.

Me:I'mdonelettingpeoplewalkalloverme,I'm



noonesdoormat.AndI'mgoingtostandupfor

myself,startingwithyouandyourwhores

Isaidfoldingmyarmsonmychest

I'mdonewithpeopletakingadvantageofme

Hegavemehisusualsinistersmirk.

Him:Princess!Youdon'tknowhowfucking

sexyyoulookedpunchingher.Ididn'tknowyou

haditinyoubutsoyouknowifyouevertry

somethinglikethattomeI'llfuckenm-

Me:You'llwhat.?

Ichallenged

Iurgedhimtocontinueashestoppedmid

sentence.

Hedidn'tanswerme,Ilookedupathisbrown

calculatingeyes.Hisfacestoic.

Him:Fucken'stopwithyourAttitude.

Ismiledsweetlyathim,Takingastepcloserto

him.Iliftmyhandupcuppinghis



cheek,Reachingupandplacingakissonhislips.

Takingmyhandoffhischeek,Ibroughtitback

andslappedhimashardasIcould
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Reecestoodtherestung.Hisfacewasstillto

thesideaftertheslapandafterafewseconds

helookedatme

Hehadhishandfirmlyclaspedaroundmyarm

ashebroughtmeclosetohimsohecould

whisperinmyear

Him:Thatslap,afreepassbutnexttimebe

preparedfortheconsequences.

Hesaideachwordsoslowandtheslowerhe

saiditthemorehewasputtingpressuretomy

arm,gettingnearandnearindisarmingme.

"Letgoofher"

IheardMybrother'svoicesaybehind,hewasin



hiscarandthecarwindowrolleddown.

Reecelookedathim.

Heletgoofmyarm,quicklyrubbingitasitwas

sore

Iswearhishandwasmadeofiron.

Iwatchedhimashegotinhiscaranddroveoff

Iheadedinsideandquicklywentupthestairs

withthemeansofavoidingmybrother.

"Alona"

Theregoesmyplan.

TurningslowlyIwenttohim,sittingdownonthe

couch.

Him:Kuqhubekantoni?(Whatishappening)

Swallowingthelumpin

Him:Hehityou?

Ishookmyhead

ItseemslikeIlostmyvoice



Him:Thenwhathappenedtoyourcheek?

Me:Igotinafight.

Hesnorted

Him:Gotinafightagain?Kuthen'ingathiizoba

sis'qhelolentoyakhoAlona.Ubukadeungekho

njeAlona,slowlybutsurelyyou'rechangingfor

betterorworse.Eversinceyoumethimyou

haven'tbeenthesame,thingshaven'tbeenthe

sameAlona.(Whydoyoumakeoutthis

fightingthingtobeyournormal?,youweren't

likethisAlona,slowlybutsurelyyou'rechanging

forbetterorworse.Eversinceyoumethimyou

haven'tbeenthesame,thingshaven'tbeenthe

sameAlona)

Hesaidrunninghishandonhisface,hewas

tired.

Him:Areyouhappy?Doeshemakeyou

happy?

Him:Alona,pleasetalktome.Iwon'tjudge.



Me:Thereisnothingtotalkabout,wejusthada

misunderstanding.

Hegrittedhisteeth.

Him:Idon'twanttolosemylittlesister.

Me:YounotlosingmeOz

Isaidsnugglinguptohisside,restingmyhead

onhissidewhileIwrappedmyarmsonhis

torso.

Him:ButyouarelosingyourselfAlona

WasI?

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Fridayevening.

Ihatedbeingtheonewhoalwayshadtogoto

hishousewhenwehadafightorsomething

ButinthiscaseIreallydidn'tmindbecauseI

wastheonewhowaswrong.



Ishouldn'thaveraisedmyhandathim.

Iwenttohishouseandfoundhimsweatinghis

assoffinhisGym.

Ijuststoodthereandwatchedhows-.

REECE'sPOINTOFVIEW.

Myfistspoundedontheleatherbag.Thesweat

frommyforeheadrandownmyfacebutIjust

blinkeditaway.

ThewayShepissedmeoffonpurposemade

meseered.

ThehorriblethingsIwaspicturinginmyhead

wouldscareanyoneiftheyweretoreadmy

mind.Pain,tortureandanypossiblepunishment

forwhatshedidthenightbefore.

Didshereallythinkshecoulddowhateverthe

fuckshewanted.DidsheforgetthatIcankillin



aninstantwithoutremorse?JustlikeIwas

thoughtbymyfather.

Isshethatfuckinstupidthatshethinksshecan

pushmetomylimit..thebreakingpoint?

Orshe'sdoingitbecausesheknowsshe'sgot

somesortofpoweroverme.OnetouchandI'd

forgetthatIwaspissed.

She'smyfuckingaddictionwhichIhateto

admit,Everythingaboutherdrivesmeinsane.

Herlooks,body,temper,sarcasmthenher

innocence.

Shewashere

Itookofftheboxingglovesandheaded

towardsher

IwatchedassheSwallowedthelumpinher

throat



Shewasscared,sheshouldbe.ButIwasn't

goingtohurther,I'veputherthroughsomuch

andshedoesn'tdeserveit.

Ismirkedather

Him:Princess

Istoodinfrontofher,brushingherhairoutof

herface.

Sheflinched.

Me:Reece.

Shesaidalmoststuttering.

Her:LookI'mreallysorryf-

Me:Shhh

Isaidputtingmyfingeronherpinkplump

lips,removingitbeforeIleanedforwardand

peckedherlips.

Iputmyhandunderhertanktop,runningmy

fingeronherbraline.

Her:Reece.



Shetriedstoppingme.

Nah-ah.Iwasn'tgoingtoletgothistime

around.Shegottogetusedtomehtouching

herintimately.

Me:Keepsayingmynamelikethatandyou'llbe

spreadoutonmybedwithmyfaceIn-between

yourlegs

IsmirkedasIlookedathershocked

expression,thethingsshedid.

She'ssofuckencuteforherowngood.

Me:IwanttodomylastwarmupandIwant

youtohelpme

Hesmirked

Me:How.?

Takeoffyourshirt,Idon'twantittogetwetwith

mysweat.

Isaid

Me:Isthatanexcusetoseemy(pause)..



breasts?

Ishrugged

Me:Idon'tneedanyexcusestoseeyourbody,I

couldmakeyoustripthemrighthereandthen.

Sherolledherhugeeyesatmystatement.

SheswiftlytookitoffandIwatchedherasIbit

mylowerlipcheckingherout

She'ssexy

Him:Lieonyourback

IsaidasImotionedatthegymmat

Her:Why?

Him:Justdoit

ShedidasShewastold,layingonHerback

straightandhersmallhandsballedonherside

Iwenttostandbyherfeet

Him:Bendyourkneesandspreadyourlegs

Me:Whatkindofworkoutisthis?



Sheaskedconfused

Me:Justawarmup

Isaiddroppingtomykneesbetweenherlegs,I

leanedforwardandplacedmyhandsoneither

sideofherheadkeepingherfromanychance

ofescape.

IwassoclosethatIcouldfeelourwarmth

Iwasgoingtodopushupsrightoverherand

rightbetweenherlegs

I'monenaughtyfuckerhu?

Ikeptdoingpushups

Igrinnedatherhotcheeksandhernervous

breaths

Istoppedmovingandhoveredoverher,Icould

feelhererraticbeatingheart.

Me:Istillcan'tgetoverthefactthatyoufucken

raisedyouhandatmeyesterday.

IsaidremindingherIhaven'tforgotten



Me:That'swhyI'mheretoapolog-

Ididn'tletherfinish.

Ifirmlypressedmylowerhalfonhers.Iheard

herwinceassheshuthereyesclose.

Letmeforgetaboutitandenjoythismoment.

Pressingmylipsagainstherspossessively,I

slippedmytongueinsidehersweetlittle

mouth,tastingeachandeverycorner

Idroppedmylipstothetopofherleftbreast

neverremovingmyeyesfromher

Me:Theyarelovely

Kissingsoftlyrightaboveherbra

Me:AndI'mgoingtoworshipthesegirls

Ikissedherrightbreast

IheardhermoanasIsuckedherskinhard

leavingmymarkstillattheedgeaboveherbra.

Itwaskillingmenottohaveher.



Islippedmytonguejustunderherbra

Iheardhermoanonceagain,throwingherhead

backandtanglingherfingersinmythickhair

Her:Reece

Shesaidsoftlywithhereyesclosed

Myarousedd**khitthesideofherthigh

Imovedmyhandholdingherwaistdowntoher

ass

"Reece"shewhisperedoutofbreath.

Me:Don'tbescared

Ileanedoverherandkissedhercheek

Me:Iwon'tgoanyfurther,Doyoutrustme?

Ikissedhernose,facetryingtocalmhernerves

Shenods

Ismirkedandquicklykissedheronceagain.

Pushingherlegsapartandsettledmybody

betweenthem



Icuppedoneofherbreastsinmyhandand

gentlyappliedpressuretoitasmyotherhand

lightlytraileddownherstomachandslidit

insidetotouchherpart

MoaningfromthelightpressureIwasapplying

Herunevenbreathsandwhimpersfilledthe

silence

MyownbreathalittleheavierasIheldmyself

upwithoneforearm,Ileanedoverasmuchas

possible

Mybarechestbrushedherheavingbreastsstill

coveredwithherbra,Iwasn'tgoingtotakeitoff

Myhandhadn'tleftthespotinbetweenherlegs

asIcontinuedtomassageit

Her:Stop

Ichuckledasherhipsraisedtomeetmyhand

anyway

Shecontinuedtoshovemyshoulderstogetoff

herbutstillliftedherhips,shedidn'tknowwhat



shereallywanted

Myeyesbrieflystaredatherfacethatwas

slightlysweaty.

Ismirked,pleasedatmyselfforgettingherthis

far,defyingsheis.

Thisbeingherveryfirstorgasmallcourtesyof

mytalentedfingers

Iwatchedassheclosedhereyes,sighingwhen

myhandslidawayfromtheoncemost

untouchedpartofherbody

Me:Howdoyoufeel,princess.?

Her:sleepy

Shesaid,Aweaksmileliftingonhernow

swollenlips

Ichuckled

Ipressedmylipsagainstherinasoftandbrief

kiss,Stillwearingadrowsysmilewhileher

breathingbecamemorerelaxedandmyhand



restedonherhip

Shesquintedhereyesasifshewasseeingthe

lightagainforthefirsttimeinhours.

Iwasgladwhenshedidn'tfreakoutthatshe

waslayingundermybodywithonlyher

undergarmentson

Him:Youmighthavetowearmyboxersas

seeingImadeyouruinyourpanties.

Redfloodedathercheeks,Ismirkedasshewas

wetforme.
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IwokeuplaterandIwasunderthecoversof

hisbed.

Takingmyphoneinmyhand,Icheckthetime

whileIalsonoticedafewmissedcalls.

2missedfrommyBrotherandtheother3from

Romeo.



Ifirstcalledmybrotherandheanswered

almostimmediately

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:Iamuh-

Reece.?

Him:Andikhosendlini,Butifwenause

ndlini,I'moutonatripandI'mnotcomingback

till-Idon'tknow.ButIwantyoutopackafew

ofyourclothestomorrowmorningandgostay

withmom.JusttillIgetback,Idon'twantto

leaveyouonyourownconsideringwhat

happenedlasttime.Willyoubefine?

Inod,Rememberinghecan'tseeme.

Me:I'llbefine.

Him:Okay.I'lltransferyoumoneyonyourbank

account.

Igrinned

Me:Iloveyou.



Hechuckled

Him:I'msureyoudo,Igottogo.Callmewhen

youneedsomething.

Me:Willdo.

IsaidbeforeIhungup.

IwasabouttogetupfrombedwhenReece's

handwrappedaroundmywaistinafirmgrip

,bringingmesoclosetosnuggleonhisside.

Ifeltsosmallcomparedtohim.

Hehadhiseyesclosedbuttrailingwetkisses

fromthecrookofmynecktomyshoulder.

Me:Reece.

Heopenedhiseyeslazily

Me:Ineedtogethome.

Him:Butyourbrotherain'tcomingback.

Me:So?

Him:You'llbeonyourownandbored.



Me:

Him:IwantyoutostaywithmeandI'lltakeyou

backtomorrow.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Youknowyou'llleavemeherealoneinthe

middleofthenight.

Him:Iwon't.

Him:OkayI'lldragyouwith.

Me:Puttingwhoselifeindanger?

Peckingmycheek.

Him:Okay.You'renotgoinganywhereandI

won'tgoanywhere.

Me:LetgoofmeIwanttofreshenupandgrab

abite

Isaid,escapinghisgripIwasalmostinsidethe

bathroomwhenIfelthimwraphishandsonmy

waist.



Irolledmyeyes.

Me:Giveagirlabreak.

Him:Nocando,Princess.

Iwenttobrushmyteethwhilehestoodbehind

me.

Herestedhischinonthecrookofmyneck.

Him:You'rebeautiful.

Hesaid,makingblushingathiscomment.

Him:Andshort.

Hesaidruiningthemoment.

Heknewhowmuchthatstatementalwaysgot

tome.

Me:Yourdickisshort.

Iblurtout.

Hefakegasped.

Ismirkedathim.

Him:Didyo-,I'llshowyoushort.



Hesaidscoopingmetohisarmsashewalked

outofthebathroom.

Helayedmedownonthebed

Hewaskissingmycheekandtrailingsmall

kissesdownmyneck

Iwasrestingmyhandsonhischestwhilehis

wererestingonthesmallofmyback

Hewaspressedupsoclosetomybody,his

elbowssupportinghisweight

Icouldfeelhiserectmemberclosetomyspot

Hebeganrubbinghimselfagainstmewhilehe

crashedhislipstomine

"Openyourlegs"

Hesaidinbetweenthekiss

Iopenedthemtoaccommodatehim

Hisbodyeasilysettledinbetweenmylegs,He

wasstillrockinghisbodyovermeandIcouldn't

helpthemoansthatwereescapingmylips.



Hishandwasmovingonthesideofmywaist

Breakingawayfromthekiss,Ilethimtakeoff

myclothes

Leavingmeinmyunderwears

Heslippedhishandonmyback,unclippingmy

bra

Hewasabouttoremoveit,whenIcalledoutto

him.

Iwasnervous,Noguyhaseverseenmefully

naked

Iwasstartingtofreakout

Kissingthecornerofmylips

Him:Justrelax.

Lettinghimtakemybraoffthentheunderwear

Ijustwantedtocurlmybodyandhide.

Don'tgetmewrong,I'mnotsayingtherewere

faultswithitorthatIwasembarrassed.



It'sjustthatIwasn'tusedtothis

Iwatchedhiseyestrailingupanddownovermy

body

Iwatchedashebithislowerlip

Him:Damn!IthinkImightwantyoutostay

nakedalldaylonginthehousewithme

Me:Shut.up

Imumbledtohim

Heletoutachuckle

Him:Iloveyou

Igulpnervously,Noddingmyhead.

Placinghislipsonmineagain,ourlipsmovingin

sync

Rubbingonmeagain

Icouldfeelthewarmthofmybodyshootup

HishandNowmovingonthesideofmybreast

massagingit



Howhecouldgetmetomoanouthisname

whentherealactionhadn'tevenstarted,beats

me.

Idon'tknowwhenhisclothescameoff,WellI

wasinthemomentsoicouldn'tpossiblynotice

Ilovedthewayhecaressedmyskin,makingme

feelwarmandtingly.

Lookingathisbrowneyesthathadseemedto

turnalittlebitdarker

Hesmirkedatme,lovingthewayIwasreacting,

mybodywasreactingtohim.

Seeinghimremovehisboxers,hismember

cameintoview.Itwasfullyerectanditwas

huge

IgaspedloudlywhenIsawit,almostwantingto

coweraway

LookingatReece,givingmehisusualsmirk

Hechuckled



Ithoughthewasgoingtomakemewait

longer,butIscreamedoutinpainasIfelthim

slamintomewithoutevenawarning

Hecoughtmeoffguard

Icouldfeelmytearsslowlyfallingdown,wellI

wasn'texpectingthismuchpain.

Hedidn'tmovebuthestayedinsideme

Him:Areyouokay.?

QuicklytryingtosnapoutofthestateIwas

in,Avoidingthethrobbingpain

Inod.

Ididn'twanttolethimdown.

Heseemedhesitanttocontinueatfirstbut

afterareassurancefromme,hestartedto

slowlythrustintome

Him:You'resotight.

That'sbecauseyou'retoobig.

ButthatIdidn'tsay.



Icontinuedtoendure,lettinghimmovein

rhythmashekeptthrustingdeeperanddeeper.

Mymoaningseemedoutofcontrol.Itprobably

wasexcitinghimmoreandmoretohearmecry

outandmoanhisname,becausethemoreIdid

thefasterandharderhethrustintome.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wakingupthefollowingdaywithaabdominal

painremindingmeoflastnight'sevents

Ihadsleptcurledup,awayfromReece

Iwascurrentlymadathimfornotgoingeasy

onme

TryingtogetupsothatIcouldtakeawarm

bath

I'mquicktofallback

Ifeltnumbsomehow

Takingoutallmystrength,Isnailwalktothe

bathroom



Turningthewatertofillin,wastingnotimeon

strippingoutofhisshirtthatIsleptin

Thenmyunderwear,whereInoticedafewspots

ofblood

OnethingIknowisthatIhadalreadygone

throughmyperiodsthismonth.

ItwaslongbeforeIgotoutofthetuband

wrappedatowelaroundmeafterIlotioned

Gettingout,IseeReecesittingattheendofthe

bedwithonlyhisboxerson

Hecomestowardsme,wrappinghisarmaround

mywaistandkissingmycheek

Him:Goodmorning

Whatwasgoodabout?,brushinghimoffme.I

waswalkingtotheclosetwhenhepulledme

back,lookingupathimfrowning

Him:WhatdidIdoAlona?

Ishookmyhead



Me:Nothing

IsaidbackHorsley

Him:Youwerecrying.

Hesaidmatteroffact

Him:LookifIhurtyouyesterdaynight,I'msorry.

Ididn'twanttomakehimfeelbad

Me:I'mokay

Him:Thenwhat'swiththelongface?

Me:IthurtsandI-

Him:Courseitwassupposedtohurt,after.It's

Normal

Me:Normaltobleedtwiceafteryoulostyour

virginity?

Hesighs

Him:Icanmakeitbetterthen

Hesmirksatme

Me:How?



Brushingmycollarbonewiththetipofhis

finger,ittrailsdowntothetowelIhadwrapped

Tuggingatitabouttoremoveit

Iswathishandawayandgotakemybag

,takingoutmyundergarments

GoingtothebathroomforprivacywhenReece's

handclaspsaroundmyarm

Lookingdownatme

Him:Whycan'tyouwearthemrightinfrontof

me?,I'veseenyoursexybodyyesterdaynight,I

knowyoureverypart.Thattinybirthmarkon

thesideofyourthigh,Perkybreastsandthat-

littlesweetpumpkinah.

Hegrinsatme

Damn,Ithinkmycheeksturnedadarkershade

ofred

Me:Well,I-I'mnotcomfortable.

Him:Idon'tcare



Me:Reece.

Him:JustgetdressedAlona

Hesaid,hisfacevoidofemotion

Hewasbeingseriousrightnow.

Droppingthetoweloff

Istartgettingdressed

Hewaslookingatmenotevenblinking,his

eyesroamingfreelyexaminingmyeverypart

Ifonlyheknew.

Me:Happy?

Sarcasm.

Him:Very,Justsoyouknow,Ihateitwhenyou

hidefromme.

Ignoringhim,Ifinishoffeverythingbefore

askinghimtotakemehome.

Onourway,hesuggestedthatweeatbreakfast

atMcDonalds



WellIhadnoappetitebutIknewhewasgoing

toputupafightifIrefused

NdiphelendiziCengathenafterweweredone

hedropsmeoffhomebeforehedroveoffagain.

OzebengekhosoIwasallalonewithmy

thoughts

Ilockedupthehouseandwenttotakeanap.
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Iwokeupafternoonthatdayfrommyringing

phoneItwasReecesupposedlycheckingonme

Him:Wereyousleeping?

Me:Yeah,butIwasgoingtowakeupanyway

Him:Musthavedoneaprettygoodjobthenlast

nightifyoustilltired.

Iswearhehadasmuglookon.



Me:Andsore.

Him:Maybeifw-

Me:IneedawarmbathmaybethenI'llbe

betterandIneedtohanguprightnow.I'm

runningoutoftimeIstillneedtopackmy

clothes.

Him:Packyourclothes?..

Me:I'mgoingtolivewithmomtillOzgets

back,hesuggesteditsincehe'sconceded

Him:Mhh..I'llbethereinaminutethen,Ican

driveyou.

Me:Reallyappreciateit.Thankyou

IsaidasIhungupandwenttothebathroom

andwaitedforthewatertobeatasuitable

temperaturetosoothemymusclesafterlast

night.

AfterIwasdonewithbathingandeverything.

IchangedintomyMaroonLaceshortsandit's



matchingvestlikecroppedtop.Tiedmyhair

intoaneatyetmessybunontopofmyhead

andworemySandals

Itookmyduffelbagandstartedstuffingmy

stuffin.

WhenIwasdonewitheverything,Reecehadn't

arrivedyetsoIdecidedtocallhimandaskhis

whereabout.Herepliedsayinghe'sbeen

waitingoutside

Ifoundhiminsidehiscar,thechairstretched

outinalayingposition.

Hewassorelaxed.

Me:Youcouldhavewentinsideandhelpedme

pack,thenIwouldhavebeendonelongago.

Him:We(pointinghimselfthenI)bothknow

thatwouldn'thavehappened.

Hesaidashegotoutofthecarandtookmy

bagsfrommetoputinhisboot.Heopenedthe

doortothepassengersideformetogetin



beforehemadehiswaytothedrivers.

Me:Enlightenme.

Him:Iwouldhavetakenyourightthereand

thenonyourbrotherscouch.

Hesmirks

Iplayfullypunchhimonhisarm,whichendedup

withmelightlyhurtingmyself.

IswearReece'swasmadeofsteel.

Him:ImaginethesmuglookIwouldhaveon

nexttimeI'minthehouseandhestartswithhis

shitandI'dblurtoutthatIfuckedhisyounger

sisteronhiscouch,hishouse,broaddaylight.

Iglaredathimashechuckled,findingwhathe

justsaidfunny.

Me:JustpleasedrivebeforeIgetmad.

Him:Youalwaystakeeverything

serious,princess.

Henoticesmyflattone.



Me:Lookwhosetalking.

Imumbled.

Him:ThethandikuveAlona.

Ishookmyhead,tellinghimIwasn'tsayinga

thing.

Hesnorted,beforehestartedtheignitionand

droveoff.

Wekeptmakingsmalltalkshereandthereuntil

hegottothestreetandheparkedoutsidethe

gatesothatitbeeasierformetocarrythe

bagsinside.

Igotoffthecarandwenttothenowoped

boothtoretrievemybagwhenInoticedablack

duffelbag.

Curiosity,adiseasethatI'msufferingfrom.

Iunzippedit,peekinginside.

Stacksofwhitepowder,wrappeduptightlyin

whatlookedlikeatapeanda-,waitaminute.



Cocaine.

IfrozeonthespotasIstaredatit.

NeverinmylifehaveIseensomanydrugs

,Neverevenseenahalfpillthatpeopleusually

smokethatIusuallyheartheygetitforR25or

so.Butthishere,Ishouldhavefainted.

Him:What'stakingyousolong..

HetrailedoffwhenhesawwhatIwaslooking

at.

Hisjawtwitchedasheabruptlypushedmeto

theside,quicklyfindingbalancebecauseI'm

sureIwouldhavefallenassfirst.

HequicklyzipsitupandstuffitinaplaceI

didn'tknowexistedinthebooth.

Him:Youshouldfuckenlearntostayinyour

lane,stopsnoopingaround.

Me:Ihaveeveryrighttoknowwhat'sgoingon

becausefranklyitcouldaffectme.You

shouldn'tbehavingthatinyourcar,doyouknow



whatcouldhavehappened?doyouKnow

whatcouldhavehappenedtomeifyougot

caught?,

Him:Didn'tgetcaught,Stillheretalkingtomeso

yiyekeAlona.

Me:Reecedoy-

Him:NditheyiyekeAlona!

Hesaid,raisinghisvoice.Iswallowedthelump

inmythroat,takingmybagandturningonmy

heeltoheadinsidewithoutthrowingaglance

overhim

Igotinsidethehouseandfoundthedooropen,I

thoughtmomwasinside,whichwasunusualby

thewaybecauseshedoesn'treallyhaveoffday

duringtheweek.ButinsteadofMom

inside,therewasmycousinsisterwhomIdon't

reallygetalongwithifImightadd.

Sprawledoutonthecouch,eatingfromabagof

chipswhiletypingfuriouslyonherphone.



Whendidshegethere?

Iclearedmythroattogetherattention.

Shewasstartledthattherewasanother

presenceinthehousesinceshedidn'tevensee

norhearmecomingin,sheturnedtolookatme

Almostrollinghereyes.

Her:Intombiyo'lahleko.

Me:MoloMelissa

Her:AwunaSisi?

Shewas3yearsolderthanme.

I'vedonemypart,I'mnotinthemoodto

entertainhershit.SoI'llbegoingtomyroom.

Iwashalfwaythroughwhenshespokeup

Her:Ihopeyoudon'tmind,yourmomsaidI

coulduseyourroomwhileI'mhere,sinceubu

ngekho.

Ibittheinsideofmycheektokeepmyselffrom

lashingout.



Ishruggednonchalantly.

Me:I'lltakemybrothersroomthen.

Isaidturningaroundtogetinsidemy'New

room'whichsmelledstronglyofmybrotherbut

Ididn'tmind.I'lljustchangehisbedding,I'm

sureyouallknowwhy

eitherthanthatitwasclean.

Iputmybagsontheotherside,I'llsortthemout

laterbecausefornowIjustwantedsomething

toeatsincetheonlymealIhadwasbreakfast

inthemorning.

Iwenttothekitchenandtriedtoblockout

someunwantedmemories.

Itwaskindamessyinhere,sinceIhadnothing

todo

IdecidedtocleanaroundabitafterIgrabbed

somethingtobite,Ihadnothingbettertodoand

thewasnowayIwasgoingtobesittingwith

MelissacouseI'msureI'llendupclawingher



faceoff.

Iatemynoodlesinacomfortablesilence

,engulfedinmythoughts.

Iwasthinkingaboutyesterdaynight,Sighing

dreamily.

Itwasreallygreatbutitsurehurtalot,Itsmy

luckthatIdon'tneedstichesbecauseitsure

feltlikehetearedmeopen.Damnhimandhe

di-.Waitaminute.Protection.Wedidn'tuseit

didwe?ImakeamesswhenIstartchokingon

myfoodbutIdon'tcareasIjumpoutofmy

chairstartingtopacearound.

Iwasscaredshitless.Iwasinthemiddleof

snatchingmyhairoff,tearsatthebrimofmy

eyestakinginnervousbreathsthatweren't

helping.

Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Lettingthemtearsroll

downmycheeks.Iwasreallyscared

Whatifs-,Idon'thavetimeforwhatifsright



now.

Ineedtogetapill,anypilltoreverseallofthis.I

cangetitbythepharmacy,garagebutIdon't

thinkthey'llgiveittome,norRomeoifIcalled

him,Iknowhe'dbewillingtohelpmeoutbutwe

needanadultsupervision

Ican'tcallmymomalsoshe'llkillme

Reece-No.Maybe-

Quicklyrushingoutofthekitchentothelounge.

Istoodinfrontofher

Her:Yintowena?Ulilelanto.

Wipingmyfacewiththebackofmyhand,Itryto

calmdown.Whichwasimpossiblerightnow.

Itoldherthestoryandshewaistednotimein

goingtothepharmacyandgotthepillforme.

Idrankitrightthereandthenandtriedcalming

down,IthankedherbeforeItookmyphoneand

decidedtocallReeceandtoldhim.
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continued

AfterIcalledReeceoverandtoldhimthestory.

Him:Fuck!,howcanIbesocareless.

Iheardhimsay,frustrationmaskinghisfeatures

Me:ButitissortednowbecauseItookafterpill

Him:StillAlonaitmightnotwork,youcan'tjust

takewhateverpillyoufindatthepharmacyor

garageandthinkproblemsolved,youneeda

doctors-(stoppingmidwayassomething

comesintomind).Masambe

Hesaysdraggingmebehindwithmywrist

Me:Whereto?

Him:Tomydoctor,justtomakesurethatyou

reallynotpregnantAlona.

Hesnapsatme.

Ilethimalmostdragmeliketohiscar.Where



hedroveinfullspeedandwithinminuteswe

arrivedatourdestination.

Wedidn'twaitforlong,itwasReeceafterallso

Iwasimmediatelytakenintoexamination.

Afterweweredone

Dr:I'mgoingtogiveyouanEmergency

contraceptivepill.Splitdoseoftwotabletsthat

youwillhavetotake12hoursapart.

Inodinunderstanding.

Dr:TheECPmaydisruptnextmenstrualperiod

bycoupleofdays,It'llmakemenstruation

heavierandmorepainfulbutitallshallend

within24hours,nothingyoushouldworryabout

though.

Iswallownervously

Dr:Abdominalpain,headache,dizziness,breast

tenderness,nauseaaresomeofthesideeffects

usuallydonotoccurformorethanfewdays

aftertreatment,butthey'llresolvewithinthe24



hour.Othere-

Reece:Ithinksheheardenough,she'llbefine.

Hesaysstoppingherfromcontinuingany

further.Theyhaveaministaringcontest,Why

doIfeelliketheyknoweachotherinaway.?

Thewaytheywerelookingateachotherright

nowonewouldswear.x

WepassedbythemarketsothatIcouldgrab

somethingtoeatsothatIcantakethepill

beforeIaskedhimtodrivemehomesoIcould

restabit.

Me:Soyouandher..

Him:Akhontoyenz'kayoAlona.

Me:Neversaidtherewere.

Him:She'sinmypast.

Me:Thewayyoutwowerelookingateach

thoughsayss-

Him:I'mreallynotinthemoodforan



argument,ItoldyouAkhontoyenze'kayoAlona.

Turningmyheadtolookoutsidethewindow.

Heplaceshishandontopofminethatwas

placedonmylap,rubbingitwithhisthumb

Heintertwineourfingersbeforebringingitto

hislipstoleaveakiss.

Him:Trustme.

Ijustnod

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Theweekpassedby,withmegoingtoschool

thencomebackandstudy.Sometimesi'dmake

timetoseeReece.

ButIwasreallyfocusedonschool,lesstimeI

spentwithfriends

ResultinginmegoingtoapartyFridaynight.

RomeoandMelissapracticallyforcedme

becauseapparentlyIneededtogooutmore

Theychoseaoutfitformewhichconsistedof



blackhighwaistleathershort,blackthinsee

throughcroptop.Dressingwithablackdenim

jacketandmyvans.

ItiedmyhairintoabunandIletMelissa

domyface,applyingalightmakeup.

AllinallIdidn'trecognisethepersoninthe

mirror,Ilookedreallygreat.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Peoplerushedinandoutoftheplacecarrying

thosemysteriousredcupsthatalwayshadyou

wonderwhatwasinside.

Iwatchedmysurroundingsattentively

Itdidn'ttakeuslongtoblendwiththecrowd.I

hadpromisedmyselfthatIwasn'tgoingto

drinkalcoholbutsadlyIcouldn'tholdontomy

word.

IfirstdrankaciderandthenIendedupmixing

whateverbecauseIfeltliketheciderwasn't

puttingmeinmyplace



Afewhourslaterwedecidedtogohomewith

Melissa,Romeohasdisappearedinthecrowd

andIknewweweren'tgoingtofindhim.

"Hey"Iheardsomeonesaybehindme,turning

aroundquicklytofindThamilookingatme

(TheguyImetatthebeachwhenIwaswith

Romeo)

Him:Goodtoseeyouagain.

Hesaidengulfingmeinahug.

Me:Samehere.

Islurredout,takingthecuphehadandgulping

thecontents.

Ithrewitasideanddraggedhimtothedance

floor.

WedancedabouthalfanhourbeforeIgottired

andIwenttothebar,gotmyselftwoshotsof

vodka.Downedtheminonego.

Thami:Slowdownthere,youmightregretitin



themorning.

Heorderedabottleofwaterforme,Pouredit

intoaglassandgaveittometodrink.

Idowneditandclosedmyeyesshuttoregain

myvision.

Me:Ineed-togwthome.

Him:Areyoudrivingthere?

Me:Nah,MycousinsisteroverandIategoing

togetacab.

Him:Idoubtthatyoubothcaninthestateyou

in.Letmedriveyou.

Me:Youaren'tgoingtogetanything,Awu'zusi

Carr(a).

Iblurtout,Hechuckled.

WhenwegothomeafterThamidroppedus

off,Melissathoughtindlelaeyaeroom(ini)inde

soshesleptonthecouch.



WhileIbalancedwiththewalltomyroom,Igot

there.Switchingthelightonandyepie.

Reece.
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Idon'twhyIwassoshocked,Iendedup

screamingmylungsout.

Ithinkthealcoholhadsomethingtodowithit.

Melissacametumblinginmyroom

Her:Yintoni-naAlona.

ShejustlookedatmethenatReecewhohad

thecalmestexpressionever,Ebesibukelenje

sisanqwakuza.

Her:Iwouldn'tmindcomingtomyroomtofind

(burp)asexypieceofworklikethis.

Sheslurredandmadeherwayout.

Awkward.



Closingthedoor.

Whydidicloseit?,It'llmakeithardformerun

outwhenReecedecidestostrangleme.

Ohwell.

Me:Iloveyou.

FirstthingIblurtedout.BeforeIputmybagon

theside.

Strippingoutofmyclothesandwearinga

baggyshirtover.

SeemslikeIhavesoberedupalready.

Ibrushedmyteeth,beforeIquicklywenttotuck

myselfinbedandletsleepovertake.

Reecewilldealwithmetomorrowmorning.

Feelingmovementonmyside,Ifeelthe

mattressdipthenaheavybodyontopofme

Him:OpenyourfuckingeyesAlona.



Great,he'spissed

Insteadofdoingwhathesaid,Ilookedonthe

otherside.

Him:Thisisn'tthetimetobedefyingme,soI

suggestyoudoasIsay.

Hehissed.

TurningmyfaceIopenmyeyestoseeReece's

deepbrowneyesboringintomine.

Me:GetoffmeReece.

Myvoicewasraspyanddry,Myheadfeltlikeit

willexplodeandmystomachwasturning.And

ifhedidn'tgetoffmerightnow,Iwasgoingto

throwuponhim.

Heglaredatme.

Him:Makeme.

Feelingbileriseupfrommythroat,Ipushhim

withthelittlestrengthIhaveandscurriedup

andrantothebathroomasquicklyasIcouldto



spewmycontents.

AfterIwasdone,Myshakyhandmanagesto

flush,SittingonthefloorIleanmytrembling

bodyagainstthewall.

ThrowingupafterIspentthenightdrinkingis

worst,ever.

Him:Youfeellikeshitdon'tyou.

Hewasinfrontofme.

Icouldn'trespondsoIjustnoddedmyhead.

Feelinghiscoldfingersgripmycheeksinafirm

grip,Iwinced.

Him:Letthisbethelasttimeyouevertouch

alcohol.

Hegrittedthroughhisteeththenpushedmy

faceawaybeforestandingoverme.

Iwasjustexhausted,Iamnotdrinkingever

again.

Ifelthisarmwraparoundmywaist,liftingmy



bodyoffthefloor.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Hetightenshisgripignoringme

Stillinhisholdhewalksovertotheshowerand

stopstoreachthenozzle,turningitonwithhis

freehand.Heswingsmeintheshowerhead

whichwasrunningverycoldwater.

Iscreamedoutasmybodyshookfromthe

coldness

Me:Whattheheckiswrongwithyou.?

Myteethchattered

Him:Nothing,JustHelpingyouwakeup.

Me:Imightgetacold.

Him:DoesitlooklikeIgiveafuck.?

Iwatchhimleavethebathroomslammingthe

doorbehindhim.

WhenIgotoffthebathroom,donewith

everything.



IgotoutandfoundReecesittingattheedgeof

thebed,typingawayonhisphonewhileMelissa

stoodacoupleoffeetawayfromhim,wrapped

upinathinlayeroftowelonly.

ShewastryingtogetReece'sattentionbut

failingmiserably.

Ismirkedinwardly,Feelingproudofhim.

Letsfaceit,notmanyguyscandoit.

Her:Imadeyoubreakfast.

Sincewhendoyoumakemebreakfastandbe

politeenoughtocometellmeaboutit.I

wondered.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

GoingtoschoolMondaymorning,Afterstaying

inbedforthewholeweekendbecauseIwas

feelingsickfromthehangover,Iwasbetter.

IwaswithRomeosittingonourusualspotandI

waseatinganapple



Me:Whyamtheonlyonewhoalmostdiedfrom

thehangover.?

Hechuckles

Him:Kalokuthinasingababa'qhelweButywala

siselanjeasisanxili.(Alcoholisusedtouswe

justdrinkbutnevergetdrunk)

Me:Andwheredidyoudisappearto?

Him:Remembertheguyswhoweoncemetat

thebeachwhenReeceshowedupunexpectedly

andpickedyouup.?..Lubabalo

Itrytothinkforamomentbeforethedark

skinnedguypopsinmymind

Inod

Him:Metupwithhimokoendivaleleekoneni.

(Metupwithhim,hecorneredme)..Thenthere

wasThami,Igavehimyour..number.

Me:Whywouldyoudothat.?

Iscreech



Him:KalokubendisazenzamhleandIwanted

himtogetawayandnothangaroundwhen

LubabaloandIareeatingeachother'sface.

Me:Withmynumber?

Him:Yeah,you'lljustrejecthimifawufuni

uncokolanaye(rejecthimifyoudon'twantto

talkhim)AnywayIspenttheweekendathis

houseandIcamebackyesterdaymorning.

Igasped

Me:Romeo!Whatdidyoursistersay.?

Hewascurrentlyleftwithhisoldersister

becausebothhismomanddadwenttowork

relatedevent,theirallthetimething.

NowonderRomeoislikethis,hewasarebel.

Lookingforattentioninallthewrong

places,somethinghewantsfromhisparents

butcan'treallyget.

Healwayspretendsthatitdoesn'taffecthim

butdeepdownIknowitdid.



Him:Utheesithimyawundabendisithimyawu

mnakqala.Youluckythatyourmomwasn't

around,andyourcousiniscoolenoughtogo

withyousoyouhavenoonetobreathdown

yourneck.

Me:Reece.HewasinmyroomwhenIarrived.

Hewassopissedespeciallyinthemorning

whenIwokeupwithahangover,hejustlikesto

makeabigdealoutofeverything.

Him:AndlashorttemperyakheIneed(a)u

Doctorone50yearsofexperience

Ilaughedatthat

NOTEDITED.
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ReececalledmeoverFridayevening,Hewas

lazytopickmeupandthathehadacoupleof

friendsoverthathedidn'ttrustenoughtoleave



behind.Ihadtodothewalking.

Iwaslisteningmusiconmydeathbeatscreen

phone.Musicblastingthroughtheheadphones

butthatdidn'tstopmefromhearingthe

screechingtyresofacarcomingtoahalt

behind

ButbeforeIcouldreact,Iwasdraggedinsideto

thebackseat

ItwasdarksoIcouldn'tmakeoutwhowaswho

inside

Iwantedtoscreamoutbutahandclasped

firmlyonmymouthpreventedmefromdoing

so.

Itriedpryingitoffbutitwasimpossible,this

surewasaguy.

Thestrength.

"Staycalm,thisisnotakidnapping.Ijustwant

youtodosomethingforme"

Agruff,raspyvoicesaid.



Itsurewasaman

Istoppedtrashingaroundforamoment.He

removedhishandfrommymouthandIcould

breathproperlyagain.

Him:Goodgirl

Hesaid,pattingmyheadlikeIwassomekindof

apuppy

Him:TellyourmanthatI'mcomingforhim.

ButbeforeIcouldanswer,Iwaspushedoutof

thecaritdroveoff

Pickingmyselffromtheground,Ibreathedin

andouttocalmmyrapidbeatingheart.

ImademywaytowardsReece'shouse

Theywerehavingabrie

Ijustblendinwiththem,Whathappenedoutside

afewminutesagoI'lldealwithitlaterbecauseI

knowforsureifItellReecenow.Uzobaleliya

lifun'ubotshelelwaigezaandIwasn'taboutto



ruintheirmoment.

IwassittingwithsomegirlsinReece's

kitchen,theyweredrinkingandIalsohada

bottleofsavannahonme

Ihadn'tdrankityet,Iwastemptedto.Justto

forgetwhathappened

Ohwell.

Bringingthetipofthebottletomymouth,Iwas

abouttotakeasipbutReece'svoicestopped

me

"I'msureyouholdingthat(pointsbottle)for

someone"

Hesaid,archinghisthickpiercedeyebrow.

Iquicklyputitdownlikeitburnedmeor

something.

Iswallownervously.

Him:Iza'pha.

Igotoffthechairandwalkedtohim.



Heopenedthefridge,takingoutajuice,aglass

thendragsmewithhimtositwithandtheother

guys.

Hesatdownandpulledmetohislap.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Lateron

Reece'sfriendshadleftanditwasjusthimand

Iaroundexcepthisbrotherwhowasblacked

outononeoftheroomsupstairs.

Iwascombinghissoftcurls,damnIthinkhis

hairwaswaybetter,welltakencareofthan

mine.

Me:Reece.

Heturnedtolookatme,peckingthecornerof

mylips

Him:Mhh?

Me:I-needtotellyousomething.



Hetakesaswigfromtheglassthathad

whiskeyin

Him:What?

Clearingmythroat.

Me:WhenIwasonmywayhere,something

happened.

Helooksatmefurrowinghiseyebrowsupin

confusion.

Him:What?

Me:Someguys.

Stoppingmidwayashewasabouttotakeasip

fromtheglass.

Catchinghisattention,hewasreadytofight

whoever

Him:Whatguys?Whatdidtheydo.?Didthey

hurtyou.IswearI'llfuc

Me:Notheyreallydidn'thurtmebu-

Him:Whatdoyoumeanthey'really'(makingthe



wordmoreclearer)didn'thurtyou.?Whatdid

theydo!

Me:Pushedmeoutofthecar,butI'mfine.

Iquicklysaid

Him:Ubufun'uqaluphuk'intamouze

uqal'uqondethatyounotfinenaAlona?(you

wantedyournecktobreakandthenyourealize

thatyounotfineAlona)

Ishookmyheadno

Him:Didyouseetheirshitfaces?

Ishookmyheadonceagain

Me:Itwasdarkinthecarandtheirvoices

weren'tfamiliar,Idon'tthinkIknowthem/him.

Theyjustwantedmeto'deliver'amessage.

Thathe'scomingfor-you.

Hechucklessolow.

Him:CimbaziCleverne.

Hesaidgettingup.



HewentupstairsandIfollowedclosely.

Hegottohisoffice,switchingonhislaptop

Withafewclicksandalittlebitofwaiting.

Thescreenshowedvideoclips,heclickedona

specificone..itshowedmebeinggrabbedinto

acar

Itreallywasn'tclearbecauseitallhappeneda

fewhousesaway

Youprollycouldn'tmakeoutanyfaces.

Hestoppeditrightwhenthecarwaspassingby

hisgateinfullspeedandzoomedinthepicture,

showingthenumberplateinblur.

Hesmirked.

Him:TheybettergettomefirstbecauseifIdo

getthemfirstI'llsureskinthemalive.

Iswallowednervously,scaredofthethreat.

Hetookhisphoneandcalledoutthenumber

platetothepersonontheotherside.



Whenhewasdone,heturnedtome

Him:I'lldriveyouhome.

Whenwegottohiscar,hestartedtheignition

anddroveinspeed.

IswearReecedrovelikeamaniac.

IstartedputtingontheseatbeltbecauseI

mightneedit.Butthatseemednottohelpalso

Iwasscaredshitless

Me:Reece.

Icalledouttohimbuthesimplyignoredme,his

jawtwitching..Hewaspissed.

Me:Canyoupleaseslowdown.

Heignoredmeonceagain.

Istoppedtalkingtohim.

Him:We'rebeingfollowed.

Oh,that'swhyhe'sbeenspeedingup.

Waitaminute,WE'REBEINGFOLLOWED!



Myheartbeatfasterforthesecondtime

today,what'sstoppingmefromgettingaheart

attack.

Whyishesocalm?,Reece'sexpressionsnever

ceasedtoamazeme.

Inmostscenarios,peopleinourstatewould

freakout.

Suddenlyhestoppedthecar.Thestreetswere

awfullyquietforaFriday.OnlythenInoticed

thatwewereinaunfamiliarstreet.

Hemusthavechangeddirections.

Iwatchedhimtakehisgunfromthesideofthe

chair.

Heaimedatthethecarthathadseemedto

alsoonthewayofstopping.

AguygotoutandReecewaistednotimein

shootingtheguy,thebulletwentthroughhis

shoulder,makinghimloosehisgunashe

groanedinpain.



Reecegotholdofhimbeforehecouldflee.

Punchinghimrepeatedly,theguywasalmost

unconscious.

Him:Who'stheArseholethatsentyou?

Hescreamedattheguy,whowaslosing

consciousnessbythetime.

Theguywasshakenup,hesaidsomethings

Reecedraggedhimtothecarhewasdriving,

throwinghiminonthesidepassenger

seat,Beforehetookhisphone.

Him:Ineedyoutopickupsomeguyin(saying

address)onthesideoftheroad.BlackGTI.I

messedhimupenoughforhimtonotdrive

himselfbackwhereverhellholehecamefrom,

takehimtohisboss.

Hehungupandputhisphoneinhisback

pocket.

Him:TellshitheadofyourbossthatI'llbe

seeinghimlater.



Withthatsaid,Hegotinhiscaranddrovepff

Reecewassomethingelse.

usingthesamepersonwhowassenttokill

himbackwherehewassentjusttogeta

messagethrough.

Whenhedroppedmeoff,Iwentinsidetofind

MomwithMelissainthekitchencooking.

Checkingthetimetomywatch7pm,

30minutespastmycurfew

Melissa:Hopeyouwon'tcomebacktomeonce

againformetogetyouamorningafterpillnjebi

ngathiawukalayekinje.

Yeses.
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Howwillmymothereverlookatmenow?,She'll

neverlookatmethesameanymore,I'mno



longerherlittlegirlright?

Iwassoembarrassed,Scaredandashamed.

Mymotherdidn'tneedtoknowthat.

Mom:Uthikutheni?(Whatdidyousay?)

Sheasks,stoppingwhatevershewasdoingto

lookatme

TurningtoglareatMelissawhohadasmug

lookon

Her:Khangeuthimand'ngayithethi.uAlona

whenshecamehomeSunday,sheaskedmeto

gethermorningafterpill,supposedlyshehad

unprotectedsex.

Momturnedtolookatme.

Disappointment.

Ididn'tknowwhattodorightnow.Iwasjust

hurt.

Iwenttomyroomleavingmymominher

shockedstate.



Ididn'twanttohearwhatshethought,Iwasn't

strongenoughtofaceherrightnow.

Iclosedandlockedthedoortomybrothers

roomasIthrewmyselfonthebed.

I'mgoodasdead.

ItookmyphoneandcalledReece.Itrangfora

fewsecondsunansweredandwhenhepicked

up..

Him:Ican'ttalktoyourightnow,I'minthe

middleof(Iheardgunshotinthebackground)

something,I'llcallyoulater.

Hesaidwhilehehunguponme

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Followingday.

IwascurrentlyconfrontingMelissa.

Me:Didyoureallyhavetotellmomaboutit?



Sheshruggednonchalantly

Her:What.?Youdidn'twantmommytoknow

thatherlittlegirlain'tsolittleanymore?

Me:AndyoualldiditbecauseReecedidn'teven

lookatyourwhorishass,Youmadthathe

wouldn'tevengiveyouthetimeoftheday

Her:Sureaboutthat?

Sheaskedfoldingherarmstoherchest,arching

hereyepenciledeyebrowup.

Ichuckled

Me:Sothisreallyisabouthim,youshouldbe

ashamedofyourself.

Her:Lookwhosetalking,Drinkingapillto

reverseanunwantedpregnancy,that'slike

'Abortion'(airquotes)

Me:Itwasn'tanabortion.

Her:Tellthattoyourmom,letherknowwhat

kindofadaughtersheraised.



Shit.

Me:LookJustbecauseyouhadissues,anda

notsogreatrelationshipwiththatdrunkardof

yourmotherdoesn'tmeanyoushouldgo

aroundcausingproblemform-

Her:Don'tinvolvemymotherinthis.

Me:Hitanervethereah?,youfindpleasurein

hurting,playingmindgameswithothers?Just

tofillthespaceyourmo-

Her:SHUTUP!

Sheyelledatme.

Me:Maybeyoushouldseekprofessionalhelp

bef-

Shedidn'tletmefinish,shebackslappedme

AndIthinkIbitmylipthroughitandnowIwas

bleeding.Iwasn'tgoingtofighther.

I'mgoingtobethebiggerpersonrightnow.

Iwalkedoutandtomyroomtogetmyself



cleanedupinthebathroomthenIwenttothe

kitchenforsomeicetoputonmycheekthat

wasthrobbing.

"Weneedtotalk"

Yeses.

There'stoomuchdramainthishouse.

Turningtolookatmomwhohadonaserious

look.

Inodbeforegoingtositdownandwaitforher.

Her:Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIhavetalked

toyouaboutthis,Theconsequencesofhaving..

Shetrailedoff,notbeingcomfortableoftalking

aboutit

Me:Sex.

Ifinishoffforher.

Her:Alona,youstillachild.

Shegritsherteethatme.



Me:Ateenager.

Her:Doesn'tgiveyoutherighttodoasyou

please!

Ikeepquiet.

Her:youdon'ttalkbacktome,Sucimba

umdalangenxayezizintouzenzayo

Alona.(Don'tthinkyou'reanelderbecauseof

thethingsthatyouarecapableofdoing)

Me:XoloMama.(SorryMom)

Her:Whatyoudid.Alonayou'reanurse's

daughterforgodsake!Akhontondinga

kufundisangayona,Youshouldknowhowtobe

responsible!

Inod

Her:Whyareyoubeinglikethis?,Alonayou

shouldfocusonyourschoolwork,you'redoing

matrix.Focusonyourstudiestheneverything

comeslast,Whyuzi'xakekisa,Whyufun

uzixakekisa?Yintoleuyifunayondingakuniki



yona?AkhontosingakwenzeliyonaAlona,we

wantwhat'sbestforyou.(Focusonyour

studiestheneverythingcomeslast,Whyareyou

complicatingyourlife?,Whatisitthatyouwant

thatIdon'tgiveyou,there'snothingthatwe

don'tdoforyouAlona)XaUzokwenzaintoezi

kudekunaweAlona,actingirresponsible!Doyou

knowwhatwillhappen?You'llenduppregnant

Alona!AnddoyouknowwhatI'mgoingtodo?

I'llsendyoutogoleavewiththeone

responsibleforit,Andizuhlalanomfaziomdala

mna!,aslongasyoulivingundermy

room,you'restillachildandyouaregoingto

listentowhatIsay.I'mputtingyouinaneedle.

Aslongasyougoaroundukhangel'into

ongayaziyokulamadoda,everymonthyouare

goingtogetaneedle.

Okay.

Me:MaybeifIhadafatherthenIwouldn'tbe

goingaround,IfIhadmyfather'sattentionthen

Isurewouldn'tbegoingaroundlookingfor



'men's'attentioninallthewrongways.

Withthatsaid,Iwentout.

IwasjusttakingawalktoclearmymindandI

endedupgoingtotheparkwhereIfoundEnzo

andhisfriends,smokingweed.

Puttingourdifferencesaside,Ismokedwith

them.

NOTEDITED.
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WhenIgothomefromtheparklater.

Iwassohigh,everythinghadbeenforgottenfor

themoment.Iwasinthemoment,inthemood

andIwantednoonetoruin.

Thisfeelingwasnice.

Iwenttolockmyselfinmyroom,passingbythe

diningroomwhereMomandMelissawere



sitting.

Iheardmomcalloutforme,Otwaseitherto

finishthe'talk'wehadortogivemealectureon

howitispastmycurfew.Melissastarted

smellingtheairbeforefurrowinghereye

penciledeyebrowsandasking"Whatisthat

smell"butbeforemomcoulddwellonit,Her

phonestartedringing,itwasthehospitaland

theyneededaextrahand.

Likeshecouldhaverefused.

IthrewmyselfonmybedafterIchangedoutof

thepreviousclothesIwaswearing.

Iwaslisteningtomusic,myeyesclosed.

Iwassorelaxed.

Whenmyphonestartedtovibrateindicatingan

incomingcall,Iignoredit.

Ididn'tcarewhoeveritwas.Bendingafun'

uphazanyiswa.(Ididn'twanttobedisturbed)

Iwasslowlybutsurelyfallingasleep,theair



comingfrommysideofthewindowwas

refreshing.

DidIleavethewindowopen,surelymomwould

havecloseditforme.Butth-wait.

Openingmyeyes,whichissomethingI

struggledtodo

Isawafigurestandingrightinfrontofmy

sleepingfoam,Imusthavebeenreallyoutofit

tonotnoticesomeonegettingin.

Reece.

Me:Whatifmomwashomeandfoundyouhere.

?

Him:IsawherleavewhenIwasparkedoutside

waitingforyou

Helaydown,holdingmefrombehind.

Him:Howareyou.?

Me:I'mfine.

Him:Icantell



Me:Shouldn'thaveaskedthen.

Him:Ubutshayaphi?

Itensedupforamoment.

Me:What?

Istuttered.

Digginghisnailsinmyfleshsothathecould

turnmetofacehim.

Him:Don'tmakemerepeatmyselfAlona,I

knowyouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout,don'tact

confused.

Iwasn'tgoingtoanswerhim,Imeanwhatwould

Itellhim

IwassmokingweedattheparkwithmyEx

boyfriendandhisfriends.?Yeah.

Him:UqaleniutshayangoAlona.(Whendidyou

starttosmoke)

Itwasnouseinkeepingquiet,thatcouldget

himangry



Me:Today.

Him:Why.

Me:..

Him:WhyAlona.?

Ishrugged.

Me:Iwasfrustrated,hadanargumentwith

mom.

YourefusedtotalktomewhenIcalledsoI

wentforawalkandIendedupatthepark.Got

to..Someguysandtheyweresmokingso..

Him:Jongaandizubanentsaizaenzaobu

bhanxabakho,Fighting,Alcohol,Nowsmoking

wh-(LookI'mnotgoingtohaveagirlfriendwho

doeswhatyoudo,Fighting,Alcohol,Now

smokingwh-)

Me:Xazenzwanguwezirightne?(ButIt's

okaywhenyoudothem?)

Hefistedmyhairinhishandandpulledmeto



him

Him:Jongasund'nyelayeva.(Lookdon't

bullshitme)

Itriedpryinghishandofbutitwasalmost

Impossible

Him:Kutheningathuya'qhelalentoyophendu

lananamAlona.Andjongaandizuxakwa

nguwemnandizo'skendikunyatheleunyeqha

mamele?(Whyareyougettingusedto

respondingtomewithattitude,Andlookyou

aren'tgoingtooutpowermeI'lljustkickyour

Ass,Doyouhearme?)

Iquicklynod.Heletgoofme

Breathingoutashakybreath.

Him:Yekaleshituyenzayoyeva.(Youneedto

stopwhatevershityou'redoing)

Inod

Him:NdathethaAlona.(I'mtalkingtoyouAlona)



Me:Ndikumamele.(I'mlistening)

Him:IfIfindyoudoinganyofthatstuff,you'll

getit,uzondazunjeb'undiprovok(a).(Yougoing

toknowmewellifyoukeepprovokingme)

Hethreaten.

Iknowrightnowhewasbeingserious,Iwasn't

readytodieyoung.

Him:Yougofreshenup.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom.

Iwaitedforthebathwatertobeattheright

temperatureandthenIstrippedoutofmy

clothesandgotin

WhenIwasdone.Igotdressedinlightclothing

becauseIwasfeelinghot,dehydrated,dizzyand

nauseassoIdidn'tneedalotofclothing,Iwas

goingtopassout.

Reecewassittingontheothersideofthebed.I

gotinsidethecoversandlayinafetalposition,I

wasshaking.



HecuddledmefrombehindandIleanedin

moretohiswarmth.

Me:Ifeelsick.

Him:Noshit,Yourbodyain'tusedtowhatyou

took,You'llwakeupalittlebitbettertomorrow.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wakingupthefollowingday,Ihadaheadache

andIwassuperhungry.

Ididn'twanttofaceanyonesoIratherstay

lockedupinmyroom.

Reecehadleftaroundmidnight,hedidn'tsleep

over.

Iwenttowashmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth

beforefixingmybed.

Gettingontopofitagainandwatchedcartoons.

IwashalfwaythroughwhenIheardaknockon

mydoor,Iwasn'tgoingtoopen.

Thepersonontheothersidecontinuedtolinger



on

"Alona"

Thatvoice,Mybrother.

Iwenttoopenforhim.Iknowhealreadyknows

what'sbeenbrewingherewhilehewasaway.

Ihuggedhimnevertheless.

Him:I'mnothappywithyourightnow,Babe.

Me:Iknow,andI'msorry.

Him:Wheredidyougetsuchbehaviour.Idid

tellyouthatyoulosingyourselfAlona.Smoking

weedandactinglikearebel,beingirresponsible?

That'snotyou.Whatareyougoingtodonext?..

What'shappeningtoyou?Eversinceyoumet

him,it'slikeyoubecominganotherversionof

hima-

Me:Don'tputtheblameonhim,thisisallmy

doing,mydecisionsandhe'snotbehindthem

norpressurizingmetodowhatIdo.



Hekeptquietforaminute.StaringatmeforI

cuthimshortandfortalkingback.

Me:I'msorry.

Isaidbitingmylowerlip,stoppingitfrom

quivering.

Him:Promiseme.PromisemeAlonathatyou'll

stopwhateveryoudoing.Promisemethatyou'll

stopexploring.Imeanmaybethat'swhatthis

is,you'reateenagegirlandyoudoingwhat

everyoneisdoingtoblendin.Butyoudone,

Couseyouknowitsnotgoodforyouright?

Inod.

Me:Ipromise.

Isaidgettingupandsnugglingonhisside.

Him:Good.Nowyouaregoingtoapologiseto

momright?

Inod.

Him:LookwhatIgotyou.



Hehandedmeapresent-likebag,takingitto

myhand.Iopenitandinsidewasaperfumeset.

Itsmelledgreatwithoutevencheckingitout.

Igrinnedathim

Me:Thankyou.

Igotupandwenttoputitinmydresserdrawe,

passingbythemirror.

Itakealookatmyself.

Thiswasn'tme,whendidIbecomelikethis.

Whendidmylifegetsocomplicated?Wasme

FallingforaGangLeaderhastodowithwhat's

happeningtomeoristhisjustaphase/stage

thateachandeveryotherteenagergoes

through?Iguess.
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WhenIgothomefromtheparklater.

Iwassohigh,everythinghadbeenforgottenfor



themoment.Iwasinthemoment,inthemood

andIwantednoonetoruin.

Thisfeelingwasnice.

Iwenttolockmyselfinmyroom,passingbythe

diningroomwhereMomandMelissawere

sitting.

Iheardmomcalloutforme,Otwaseitherto

finishthe'talk'wehadortogivemealectureon

howitispastmycurfew.Melissastarted

smellingtheairbeforefurrowinghereye

penciledeyebrowsandasking"Whatisthat

smell"butbeforemomcoulddwellonit,Her

phonestartedringing,itwasthehospitaland

theyneededaextrahand.

Likeshecouldhaverefused.

IthrewmyselfonmybedafterIchangedoutof

thepreviousclothesIwaswearing.

Iwaslisteningtomusic,myeyesclosed.

Iwassorelaxed.



Whenmyphonestartedtovibrateindicatingan

incomingcall,Iignoredit.

Ididn'tcarewhoeveritwas.Bendingafun'

uphazanyiswa.(Ididn'twanttobedisturbed)

Iwasslowlybutsurelyfallingasleep,theair

comingfrommysideofthewindowwas

refreshing.

DidIleavethewindowopen,surelymomwould

havecloseditforme.Butth-wait.

Openingmyeyes,whichissomethingI

struggledtodo

Isawafigurestandingrightinfrontofmy

sleepingfoam,Imusthavebeenreallyoutofit

tonotnoticesomeonegettingin.

Reece.

Me:Whatifmomwashomeandfoundyouhere.

?

Him:IsawherleavewhenIwasparkedoutside

waitingforyou



Helaydown,holdingmefrombehind.

Him:Howareyou.?

Me:I'mfine.

Him:Icantell

Me:Shouldn'thaveaskedthen.

Him:Ubutshayaphi?

Itensedupforamoment.

Me:What?

Istuttered.

Digginghisnailsinmyfleshsothathecould

turnmetofacehim.

Him:Don'tmakemerepeatmyselfAlona,I

knowyouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout,don'tact

confused.

Iwasn'tgoingtoanswerhim,Imeanwhatwould

Itellhim

IwassmokingweedattheparkwithmyEx



boyfriendandhisfriends.?Yeah.

Him:UqaleniutshayangoAlona.(Whendidyou

starttosmoke)

Itwasnouseinkeepingquiet,thatcouldget

himangry

Me:Today.

Him:Why.

Me:..

Him:WhyAlona.?

Ishrugged.

Me:Iwasfrustrated,hadanargumentwith

mom.

YourefusedtotalktomewhenIcalledsoI

wentforawalkandIendedupatthepark.Got

to..Someguysandtheyweresmokingso..

Him:Jongaandizubanentsaizaenzaobu

bhanxabakho,Fighting,Alcohol,Nowsmoking

wh-(LookI'mnotgoingtohaveagirlfriendwho



doeswhatyoudo,Fighting,Alcohol,Now

smokingwh-)

Me:Xazenzwanguwezirightne?(ButIt's

okaywhenyoudothem?)

Hefistedmyhairinhishandandpulledmeto

him

Him:Jongasund'nyelayeva.(Lookdon't

bullshitme)

Itriedpryinghishandofbutitwasalmost

Impossible

Him:Kutheningathuya'qhelalentoyophendu

lananamAlona.Andjongaandizuxakwa

nguwemnandizo'skendikunyatheleunyeqha

mamele?(Whyareyougettingusedto

respondingtomewithattitude,Andlookyou

aren'tgoingtooutpowermeI'lljustkickyour

Ass,Doyouhearme?)

Iquicklynod.Heletgoofme

Breathingoutashakybreath.



Him:Yekaleshituyenzayoyeva.(Youneedto

stopwhatevershityou'redoing)

Inod

Him:NdathethaAlona.(I'mtalkingtoyouAlona)

Me:Ndikumamele.(I'mlistening)

Him:IfIfindyoudoinganyofthatstuff,you'll

getit,uzondazunjeb'undiprovok(a).(Yougoing

toknowmewellifyoukeepprovokingme)

Hethreaten.

Iknowrightnowhewasbeingserious,Iwasn't

readytodieyoung.

Him:Yougofreshenup.

Igotupandwenttothebathroom.

Iwaitedforthebathwatertobeattheright

temperatureandthenIstrippedoutofmy

clothesandgotin

WhenIwasdone.Igotdressedinlightclothing

becauseIwasfeelinghot,dehydrated,dizzyand



nauseassoIdidn'tneedalotofclothing,Iwas

goingtopassout.

Reecewassittingontheothersideofthebed.I

gotinsidethecoversandlayinafetalposition,I

wasshaking.

HecuddledmefrombehindandIleanedin

moretohiswarmth.

Me:Ifeelsick.

Him:Noshit,Yourbodyain'tusedtowhatyou

took,You'llwakeupalittlebitbettertomorrow.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Wakingupthefollowingday,Ihadaheadache

andIwassuperhungry.

Ididn'twanttofaceanyonesoIratherstay

lockedupinmyroom.

Reecehadleftaroundmidnight,hedidn'tsleep

over.

Iwenttowashmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth



beforefixingmybed.

Gettingontopofitagainandwatchedcartoons.

IwashalfwaythroughwhenIheardaknockon

mydoor,Iwasn'tgoingtoopen.

Thepersonontheothersidecontinuedtolinger

on

"Alona"

Thatvoice,Mybrother.

Iwenttoopenforhim.Iknowhealreadyknows

what'sbeenbrewingherewhilehewasaway.

Ihuggedhimnevertheless.

Him:I'mnothappywithyourightnow,Babe.

Me:Iknow,andI'msorry.

Him:Wheredidyougetsuchbehaviour.Idid

tellyouthatyoulosingyourselfAlona.Smoking

weedandactinglikearebel,beingirresponsible?

That'snotyou.Whatareyougoingtodonext?..

What'shappeningtoyou?Eversinceyoumet



him,it'slikeyoubecominganotherversionof

hima-

Me:Don'tputtheblameonhim,thisisallmy

doing,mydecisionsandhe'snotbehindthem

norpressurizingmetodowhatIdo.

Hekeptquietforaminute.StaringatmeforI

cuthimshortandfortalkingback.

Me:I'msorry.

Isaidbitingmylowerlip,stoppingitfrom

quivering.

Him:Promiseme.PromisemeAlonathatyou'll

stopwhateveryoudoing.Promisemethatyou'll

stopexploring.Imeanmaybethat'swhatthis

is,you'reateenagegirlandyoudoingwhat

everyoneisdoingtoblendin.Butyoudone,

Couseyouknowitsnotgoodforyouright?

Inod.

Me:Ipromise.

Isaidgettingupandsnugglingonhisside.



Him:Good.Nowyouaregoingtoapologiseto

momright?

Inod.

Him:LookwhatIgotyou.

Hehandedmeapresent-likebag,takingitto

myhand.Iopenitandinsidewasaperfumeset.

Itsmelledgreatwithoutevencheckingitout.

Igrinnedathim

Me:Thankyou.

Igotupandwenttoputitinmydresserdrawe,

passingbythemirror.

Itakealookatmyself.

Thiswasn'tme,whendidIbecomelikethis.

Whendidmylifegetsocomplicated?Wasme

FallingforaGangLeaderhastodowithwhat's

happeningtomeoristhisjustaphase/stage

thateachandeveryotherteenagergoes

through?Iguess.
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AfterItalkedwithmybrother,Iwentintomy

mom'sroom,Ifoundhergettingreadyfor

church.

Me:Ma?

Her:Mhh

Me:I..I'msorry

Her:For?

Me:ForthewayIhavebeenactinglately,for

beingdisrespectful.Iknowwhenyoutalkto

me,youonlymeanwelland

Her:I'malsosorryforthewayItalkedtoyou

then,Ishouldn'thavereactedthewayIdid,I

shouldhavejustsatdownandtellyoumore

aboutsuchthings,Imeanyouwereboundto

growupeventuallyanddoeachandevery

stuff..butIdidn'texpectit..IknowIhaven't

beentherenorspendingtimewithyou,cause



I'malwaysatwork.ButjustyouknowIcare,and

Iloveyou,everythingIdoIdoitforyouandyour

brother.

Me:WeknowMomandweappreciateit.Don't

beatyourselfaboutitcauseweunderstand,and

youdoingitforagoodcause.

Her:Awwmybabyisgrowingup.

Shecooedatmeasshepinchedmycheeks.

Me:Mom!

Iswatherhandsaway.shelaughedbefore

bringingmeinforahug.

"Soyoukissedandmadeup"

Ozsaidashecamein.

Inod

Him:Good,Ican'thavemytwofavoritewomen

crosswiththeother

Hesaidbrushingimaginarydustfromhis

shoulders.Momchuckledasshealsohugged



Ozbuthequicklybrushedhimoffbecausehe

wassupposedlytoooldforthat.

Mom:Eshee.Whatisupwithyoutwoacting

likegrownups

Oz:That'sbecausewearemom.

Mom:Don'tgetsmartwithme,Ninglibalinani

finyiswandimimifinyaigqib'ubusobonke

iyoqhinaendlebeninjebanicimbasenibadala

nje.

Me:Ewwmom

Mom:Ewwmomwhat?,Iwastheonechanging

yournappieswithpoorgoingupyourback.I

wastheonewhotookcareoffyouwhenyou

fatherd-..

Oz:Mom,yougonnabelateforchurch.

Hestoppedherfromfinishing,sheclearsher

throatforaminute

Mom:I'm(checkingtimeonwristwatch)an

hourearly,Maybeyoutwocangochangesowe



couldgotogether.

Sheoffered.

Ozstartedfeigningsick.Hehadhisarms

wrappedaroundhiswaistandhadalookonof

someoneinpain.

Him:Ifeelsick,It'slikeI'mgoingtovomitand

mystomachhascramps.

Hesaid,nowbendingover

Momlookedathim,heroneeyebrowraisedup

whileshefoldedherarmstoherchest.She

knewhewaslying

Me:Youwerefinejustasecondag-

Him:Shutup.

Hegritsthroughhisteeth.

Istiflealaugh

Mom:Igotthosepinkpillsth-

Him:Theonesthatmakeyougotothe

bathroomeverysecond?,never!Idon'twant



them.

Hesaidstandingupproperly,forgettinghisact.

Mom:Ah..seemslikeyounolongersick.

Iwatchedashiseyesbulgedout.

Him:I..um..IthinkI'mgonnathrowup.

Hesayswithhishandonhismouthasheran

out.

Ilaughedsohard,clutchingmysidebecauseit

startedtohurt.

Mom:Yougogetready.

Mylaughterdieddown,YesesIcouldhavejust

ranoutandpretendtogocheckonOz.

Me:UhMom..Ithink-

Mom:What?Yourperiodsjuststartedrightat

thismomentandyoustomachhurts?

Inod.

Me:Uhh,Yesthat.



Mom:Iwasplanningontotakingyououtfor

lunchaftertheservicebutthen,youcangolay

down.

Shegotme.

Me:IthinkI'lljustgetready,theyarebearable.

Mom:Ha.ayeka.

Igotoutanywayandquicklywenttomyroom

togetready.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Thefollowingday.

WeweregoingtogetlunchwithRomeothengo

sitatourusualspot.

Wewerechattingandeatingthesametime.

"Werollingajoint,Don'tyouwanttoinhale?"

Heasked,Smirkingatme.

Enzo

Me:Nothanks.YouandI,Asizotshomisomasi



ngaqhelani.JustbecauseIwaswithyou

Saturdaydoesn'tmeananything.Soshooshoo

gobacktowhereveryoucamefrom

Iwatchedhisfacefall,frowning.Heturnsto

leaveandIheardhimmumble"Bitch"

Me:That'sthesamethingthatgotyourfriend

tohaveablueeyeforthewholeweek.I'msure

youdon'twantitthoughyourfaceisalready

messedupsoIsuggestyouwatchwhatyou

saytome.

Ishoutedbackathimandwatchedasheleft..

Romeo:Whatwasallthatabout?

Romeoaskedbringingmyattentiontohim.

ItoldhimwhathappenedonSaturday,beginning

toend.

Him:That'shecting,haveyoufixedthingswith

yourmom?

Inod.



Him:That'sbetter.

Me:Yeah..Enoughaboutme.Isthata

hickey/Lovebite?

Iaskedpointingtohisneck.

Iswearheblushed.

Him:LentouyitshayayoAlonaayihambi'selani

nawe,ayiku'sebenzeliyiyeke.

Him:Solanontorotyi(Melissa)uhambanini?

Hesaidtryingtoavoidtheoncomingtopic.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Acoupleofdayslater.

OzandIwereathishouse.

Wewerecurrentlysittingintheloungewhenwe

heardsomeoneonthedoorandhewentto

open.

Itriedpeekingtoseewhoitwasbutitwas



almostimpossiblewithhistallframe.

Oz:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:You.

ItwasReece.

Oz:Yousoundsofuckengayrightnow.

Him:NotwhileI'mwithyoursister.

Reecelikedtrouble.

Oz:Youdon'tknowhowmuchIwanttokillyou

rightnow

OzgrittedthroughhisteethwhileReeceTsk(ed)

athim,smirking

Him:Youcan't.YouknowyouandIhave

unfinishedbusinessbesidethat,justthinkof

yoursister.Whatitwoulddotoherifyoukilled

me.

Hesaidsmirking,brushingpastOz'sshoulder

whohasnowtensedup.Hewasfumingand

tryingsohardnottosliceReece'sheadoff



Reecejustbroughtouttheworstinsomeone,he

knewjusttherightbuttontopresstogetyou

workedup,andhewasfindingpleasureindoing

so.

IheardOzmumble"Stilldon'tknowwhatmy

sisterseesinyou."beforeslammingthedoor

shutandcomingtositbesideme.

Oz:Talk.

Hehissed

Reece:Aren'tyougoingtooffermeadrink?

Oz:I'macoupleofsecondsawayfromtaking

mygunandshootyouin-betweenyoureyes.

Reece:Youknowyouwouldn't,I'myourbest

friendremember?

Oz:Usedtobe

Him:Youstillhangoutwithme.

Oz:BecauseIlikeyourcompanybetter

Him:Whichmakesusfriends.



Oz:Nowenot.Ihateyou.

Him:Noyoudon't,youloveme.

Oz:Usedto.

Iclearedmythroat

Me:Guys..I'mstillhere.

ThiswasAwkward,TrustReecetoputyouin

suchsituations.

Me:..AndIthinktheappropriatewordtouseis'

like'notlove(Theyglaredatme)Imeanit

soundsreallyawkwardrightnow.

Theycontinuedtoglareatme,makingme

squirmundertheirgazes.

Me:I'mjustgonnagotomyroom.

Isaidgettingup.

Yeses

Iwasnotneededhere,Iquicklygotupandran

uptomyroom.



Beingunderthesameroofwithbothofthem.

Damnjustimagine.
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WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,Idecided

tomakebreakfastforOzandI

Pancakes,bacon,sausageandacoupleofeggs

ontheside

IwaswaitingforthesausagetofrythenI'llbe

donewhenOzenteredthekitchen.

Holdingmefrombehindwhilehisheadfelllimp

onmyshoulder,hewassleepingonme

Him:Itsmellsgreatinhere.

Me:Yeahit'llbereadyin5.

Him:Youthebest

Hesaidkissingmycheekandlettinggoofme

andwenttothefridge.

Takingoutamilkcartoon,hedrinksabouthalf



thecontentsinonego

Iglareathim

Him:What?

Me:Yousuchapig.

Heshrugs

Him:I'mreallytired,intoyobendithathaIglass,

thenrinseit,inde.

Me:..Andyou'retiredbecause..

Him:StayedupallnightdrinkingwithReece,

playedbeerpongandgotacoupleofshots

'couple'accordingtohim,meanstoomanythat

helostcount

Me:Ithoughtyouhatedhim

Him:Well..Ido.But-it'scomplicated.

Hepausesforamoment.

Him:I'mhungry.

Me:I'mnotyourmom.



Ihandhimhisplateashesitsdown

Me:Youshouldtoneitdownabitonthealcohol.

Him:Toneitdown?I'llbehostingalittleevent

here,surelyyoudon'texpectmenottodrink

andstaysoberthroughoutthewholething.

Me:Whatevent?

Him:I'vebeenorganisingagettogetherfor

Friday.

Me:Youmeanaparty?

Him:Sortof,justafewfriends

Me:Surea'Few'

Isaidrollingmyeyesattheword.

••••••••••••••••••••••••

IhadspenttheThursdayatmymomshouse.It

wasFridaythedayoftheparty,IknowIwasnot

neededthereohandIwasn'tgoingthereto

hangoutwithmybrother'sincrowd.Iwas

goingtherebecauseIlivethere.



Iwasdonepackingmystuffinmyovernight

bagandIwasgoingtomymomsroomtotell

herthatI'mleaving.

IopenedthedoorandfoundMelissainside,

momwasnowheretobeseen.

Shewasstandingatacabinetwheremom

usuallykeepherhospitalthings,Pillsandall

Sheimmediatelyhidsomethingtoherbehind.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sheshruggednonchalantly

Her:Cameforsomepills,fortomorrow

morning..WhenIhaveahangover..your

brotherspartiesaretheshitandI'mplanningon

gettingwasted

Me:Where'smom?

Her:Doubleshift.(Lookingatmybag)You

goingtoyourbrothershouse?Maybewecango

togethersinceI'mheadedthereanyway



Me:No.

Ideclinedheroffer,Iwantnothingtodowith

her,she'snothingbutabackstabber.Imademy

wayoutandtothecabwhichdroppedmeoff.

Thewerealotofcarsparkedatthedriveway,not

justanycars.Theylookedflashyandexpensive.

Icouldspotalotofpeoplelingeringaroundby

thepool,itwasstillearlybuttheweremanyof

them.

Whathappenedto'Few'?I'mprettysurethere

weremorecoming.

Imademywayinsideandacoupleofguyswho

werestandingbythegateandtheystartedto

wolfwhistlewhenIpassedby.

"She'shot"

"Fresh"anotherguysaid

Iturnedtolookatthem,smirking.

Guy:She'sOz'ssister



Me:AndI'mwithReece

Guy1:Wewerejustcomplementing,weswear

weweren'tflirtingoranything

Hestuttered,lookingfrightened.

Guy2:Areyoufuckenkiddingme,doyouknow

wecouldevenloseoureyesjustbyglancingat

her.

Ileftthemthereastheirattentionwasnow

focusedonbeingkilledbymybrotheror

Reece,atleastitwasn'tfocusedonmybehind

anymore.

Itwasimpossibletoseemybrotherinthe

crowdsoIwentupthestairstoputmystuffin

myroombeforegoingbacktothekitchento

grabafewstufftohavemyownpartyinmy

room,eatingsweetstuffandwatcha

movie..whichwillbealmostimpossiblewiththe

musicblaringoutloud.

ItookoutwhatIwanted,whichwasalotif



mightadd.ButIwasn'tgoingtofinishthemall

IturnedtogetoutoftherewhenIbumpedinto

someonemakingmystufffall

"I'msorry"

Saidsomeguysvoice

Me:It'spartlyalsomyfault,Iwasn'tlooking

IsaidasIbentdowntopickthemup,he

followedthemoveandwasnowhelpingme

Him:Forsomeonewithawork-outtypeofbody

,yousuredoeatalotofsugar"

Me:WhatcanIsay,Ihaveasweettooth

Igotupandtookthestufffromhim.

Him:I'mAnele

Hesaidshowingmehishandtotake,butboth

minewereoccupiedsoIcouldn'tshakeit

Him:Ohsorry.

Hesaidnownoticingit,Scratchinghisback



Awkwardly.

Him:Sowhat'syourname.?

Me:I'mnottellingyou.

Him:Why.

Me:BecauseIdon'twantto.

Ishrugged.

Him:I'lljustcallyoupretty

Ichuckle

Me:ThanksforhelpingmebutIgottogo

Isaidpassinghimbeforehecouldsay

something,dashingtomyroom

Iwasabouttosettledownwhenmyphone

startedtoring,Reecehewasoutside.

Ihuffedinannoyancebutwenttohimanyway.

"IwantedtoseeyoubeforeIgotinside"

HesaidwhenIgotinhiscar,peckingmeonthe

lips.



Me:Ozinvitedyou?

Him:Whywouldn'the?

Me:Ithoughthehatedyourguts

Him:Hedoesn't,anywayheknowshecan't

partywithoutme.Wealwayspartytogether

Me:Yourfriendshipiscomplicatedhu?

Hechuckles.

Him:It'spackedinhere

Inod

Him:Andyouaren'tsittingwithanyofthem,no

alcoholeitherI'llf-

Me:IknowIknow(rollingmyeyes)Iwas

planningonstayinglockedupinmyroom

anyway,watchacoupleofmoviesandstuff

myselfwithwhatever.

Him:CanIjoinyou?,maybewecanalso..

Hetrailedoffashepulledmeontopofhimina

straddlingposition..startingtokissmewhilehis



handswereundermyshirtrubbingmywaist.

HewasabouttotakeoffmyshirtbutIstopped

him,Iknowwherethiswasgoing

Me:Nothere

Isaidgettingoffhim

Him:Sonowyoudeterminetheplace,timeand

when

Me:No.Whatifsomeone-

Him:Igetit,I'llbeheadinginside

Hesaidleavingmetolockhiscar.

Igotofflookingaroundhewasnowheretobe

seen,Ilockedthecarandheadedinsidewith

hiscarkeys.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ihadprobablyspent3ormorehourslockedup

Aloneinmyroom.

Iwasn'tfollowinganyofthemoviesIhadtried

watchingandIcouldn'tconcentrateanda



coupleofpeoplewouldoccasionallytrytoopen

mybedroomdoornowandthenandIthinkI

knowexactlywhattheywanted

Wellmyroomwasn'tahotelwhereyoucan

bringinanypickupandhavesexwith

IthankgodthatIwasn'tdownstairsblendingin

withthecrowd,Iwouldhavecometomyroom

lateronandcomeacrossdisturbingmoments

thatcouldscarmymindforever.

SinceIhadnothingbettertodo,Idecidedto

sleepbutrememberedthatIhadReece'scar

keysandIdon'twanthimcomingtowakeme

uplateronwhenhewantedtoleave.

Ihadspentabout15minuteslookingforhim

butitseemslikehevanishedintothinair.

IsawtheguysIthreatenedearlieron,I

I'msuretheywereonthelookoutforMybrother

orReecesinceIalsothreatenedtotellonthem

,theywerewaitingtobepouncedon



Theytoldmetheylastsawhimgoingupstairs.

Itwaseitherhewasgoingtothebathroomor

ebeyotipa.

Iwentupthestairsonceagainknockingineach

everyroom,whichsomewereoccupied you

know

Lastlygoingtocheckinmybrothersroom

where

IfoundMelissa..OntopofReece

Iranoutthere

BumpingintoAneleonmywayout

"Iwouldn'tmindbumpingintoyoueachand

everyd-..heyareyouokay?"

Quicklyclearingmythroatandswallowingthe

lump,Iwasn'tgoingtocry

Me:I'mfine,I'llbefine



Him:Itlookslikeyouareabouttocrythough

Ishookmyhead,Iwon't

Me:Ijustneedfreshair.

Him:Iwasheadedoutsideforasmokeanyway.

Hesaysdraggingmewith,Thewerealotof

peoplearoundheresoIdoubtsomethingwill

happenorthewon'tbeanywitnessesif

somethinghappenswiththisstranger

Me:Lookifyouwantinformationabout

Reece,I'llgladlygiveittoyou

IsaidasIsatdownbythenowemptypoolwith

afewpeoplelingeringaround

Him:InformationaboutReece..?Whatyouon

about?That'smybossrightthere,there's

nothingIdon'tknowabouthim.

MymouthformedasmallO

Me:I'veneverseenyouaround

Him:ButIhaveseenyoubefore..atthe



warehouse.Whenhecamewithyoutopunish

thosetwodumbheadswhotriedtoforce

thems-,Imeanthosedumbheadswhohurt

you

Hesaidtryingtoavoidbringingthewholething

up

Isnorted

Me:Funnyhowhewantsnoonetohurtmeyet

hedoes

Him:Uhhhwhatyouonabout..?

Me:Ijustcaughthim havings-,youknow

what..nevermind..

Henods.

Him:Alona.

Hesaidlikehewstryingmynameonhis

tongue

Me:Howdoyouknowmyname?

Him:Warehouse,theboss



Me:ThenwhydidyouaskformynamewhenI

bumpedintoyou

Him:RatheryouhavemetellyouthatIknow

yournameeventhoughyoudon'tknowme?,I

didn'twanttofreakyouout.

Ispentacoupleofhourstalkingaboutrandom

stuffwithAnele,hewascooltobewith.Making

meforgetalittleaboutReecebutwhenIwoke

upinthemorningthefollowingday,realityhit

meinawave.Yeermaarn!

Reecesleptwithmycousinsister.
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REECE'SPOV.

Itwasearlyafternoonwhenifinallywokeup.

ExhaustionhadtakenoversinceIwenttobed



aroundfourthismorning.

GettingupIrunmyfingersthroughmymessy

hairasIyawn.Pickingupmycellfromthenight

standInoticeIhavemissedtextmessagesand

calls.Noneofthemwerefrommyprincess.

Againwhywouldshe?shewasprobablytorn

apartfromwhatshewitnessedyesterday

night,shewantednothingtodowithmeright

now.

ActuallyIdon'tevenknowwhatreally

happenedyesterdaywiththatslutMaria,Marie-

MelodyIdon'tknowhernameandIdon'tcare.I

justknowsheishercousinandawickedoneat

that

Shetriedherluckwithme.Butthenagainwho

amI?I'mReeceFucken'Cruz.Nothingcan

bringmedowntosubmission,notevenadouble

doseofthepillssheusedtospikemydrink.

Iadmit,Ialmostlostitandpassedoutandlet

herhaveherwaywithmebutIactedtoofast



andherplandidn'tworkout.

Alona.Shewasn'tgoingtobelieveme,giventhe

positionshefoundusin

IwouldhaverunafterherbutIhadnostrength

inme,Iusedallthatlittlestrengthtogetthat

bitchoffmeandwenttomycar

CallingmybrothertopickmeupafterIblacked

outonthesteeringwheelandnowIwakeup

here.

Myfatherwouldbesodisappointedinmeto

knowthatI'mlettingallthesefemalesmess

withthewayhegroomedme,tobetoughand

feared.

Andnowtoletmyguarddowninaplacefilled

withsomeundercoverenemies,thentobe

almostplayedbyafemale

TskTsk..Whatthefuckishappeningtome

I'veneverfeltsoweak,eversinceImether.

SlowlybutsurelyI'vebeenchanging,it'sagood



changebut..Idon'tlikeit.Especiallyfor

someonewhoisinthegame.

Myoldmanwouldreallybedisappointed.

StandingupIwalktothebathroomsoIcando

mybusiness.IRinsemymouthandshutoffthe

waterandwalkovertotheshowertofully

awake.

Igounderthewaterlettingthewaterrelaxme

butIknowitreallywon'thelp,nothingcancool

medownwhileshe'smadatme.

AgoodthirtyminutespassbyandIdecideto

shutoffthewater.OpeningtheshowerdoorI

grabmytowelanddrymyselfandstepout.

Tohavehermadatmealwaysputmeinabad

mood,notthatI'meverinagoodmoodbut..I

just

She'ssostubborn.Ibetshealreadymadeup

hermindwithouthearingmeout.



ButIdon'tblameher,Ifthiswastheotherway

around,IfIfoundherinsuchpositionwith

anotherman.I'llhurtherbad

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ihaddecidedtogoseeher

IsawOz'scarleavingasIparkedmineonthe

driveway.

Him:Whateveryoudid,Fixit.

Heshoutedoutafterrollingdownhiswindow.

IignoredhimasIwentinsidethehouse,Itwas

prettycleanconsideringlastnight'seventsHe

musthavehiredpeopletotidyup.

Iwentuptoherroom,Iwasnervous

Iknockedonherdoor,Iheardshufflingonthe

othersidebeforethedoorwasopenedand

whenshesawitwasme,shequicklytriedto

shutitinmyfacebutIeasilyoutpoweredher.

Pushingthedoormakingherfalldownonher

side.



Igotinlockingthedoorbehindandputtingthe

keyinmypocket

Ilookeddownather,Icouldn'tquiteseeher

faceandwhatemotionshehadonbecauseit

wascoveredwithherlonghair

Igotdownandtriedhelpingherupbutshe

refused,hersmallhandonmychesttopushme

away

Isteppedback.

Shegotbackuponherfeet.

Her:Getout.

Ijustlookedather.WhenshesawIhadno

meansofdoingso.

Shescreamedatmetogetout,showingmethat

shewasbeingserious.Iwasn'tgoingtogo

withoutdefendingmyself

Itriedtoholdherhandbutshebrushedme

away,herhandsformedintofiststartedtomove

soquickonmychestasshehitmerepeatedly.I



letherbeandwhenshehadenoughshefisted

myshirtinherhandputtinghertearstreaked

faceonmychestasshesliddowntomyfeet

Icouldn'tbearseeingherlikethis

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundherandlethercry

onmebutitwasn'tsecondswhenshetrashed

tryingtogetoutofmyholdbutIwastoostrong

insteadItightenedmyholdonher

Me:I'msorry

Idon'tevenknowwhatIwasapologizingfor,but

Ihatedseeingherlikethis

Whenshecalmeddownabit,shewasableto

speakthoughshehiccupedandhervoicewas

raspy

Her:Howcouldyou?Youdiditthefirsttime

andIforgaveyou,youdoingitforthesecond

time,worsewithmycousinsister..

Me:Ididn'tsleepwithher.IswearIdidn't.You

knowIlearnedmylessonthelasttime,She-



shespikedmydrinka-

Her:Andyoustillhavetheaudacitytolietomy

face,whenIsawyoutwo

Me:Alonaplease,I'dneverdoyoulikethat

again.Especiallywithsomeonecloseto

you,family.I'dreallywouldn'tstoopthatlow.

Princessplease..

Her:Yousleptwithher..

Shesaid,moretoherselfstillshocked.

Me:Ididn't.pleasebelieveme.

Shewasquiteforamoment,hopingshewas

thinkingitthrough,hopingthatatleastshe

believedme.ThatshetrustedmebutIlong

brokehertrustwhenIfirstcheatedonher

Her:Youdon'tdeserveme.Idon'tdeservethis,

Idon'tthinkIcan-..getpastthis.

Me:Don'tgiveuponus.

Sheshookherhead



Her:There'snous.Clearlyyounevertookthis

relationshipseriously.Youdon'ttakeme

serious.YoukeephurtingmeandyouknowI'm

goingtoforgiveyou..Notthistime,I'mdone

withyouReece.I'vebeenholdingontoyou,

stoodbyyou.You'renotworthitanymore,I'm

done.

Ithurthersayingit

Me:Alona..justthinkitthrough,don'tmake

thesedecisionsyet.Ididn'tsleepwithher,I

swearIdidn't.Shedruggedmebutstillshe

didn'tgetwhatshewanted,whichwastosleep

withme.IfoughtherwiththelittlestrengthI

hadleft.Ith-

Her:Leave.

Me:Alon-

Her:Leave!Forjustonce,dosomethingforme

.

Sheabruptlygotup,furiouslytryingtoopenher



doorhandle.Sheheadedtowardsherdresser

table,blindlytakingthingsandthrowingthemat

mebutImanagedtododge.

Iraisedmyhandsupinsurrender,Takingthe

keyfrommyjeansIopenthedoorandgetout.

I'llgivehertime.

Igotinmycaranddroveofftothewarehouse.

Whoevergotinmywayrightnowwasreally

goingtogetit.Iwasinakillerprickmode.
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Mylifewentoninthecoupleofdays,weeks

Reecestayedawayfromme,Ihadn'tseenhim

sincethedayofoursortofbreakupanditwas

killingmebutIthinkitwasforthebest.

Imostlyspentmydaysatmom'shouse,even

thoughitmeanthavingtoseeMelissaevery

time.Iwasn'tgoingtoabandonmybecauseI



wantedtoavoidher.Igotsomesortofcomfort

frommom

AllsheknewwasthatIwasheartbrokenbuy

someguyinmyclass,Icouldn'treallytellher

howdeepthiswas.

IwasgladthatIhadsomeonetotalkto,Ididn't

wanttoinvolvemybrotherinthis.Ididn'twant

tobethereasonbehindthecomplicationsof

theirdearlyfriendship.

MelissahadacertainbehaviourandwhenI

askedheraboutitandshesaidshewas

pregnant.Ididn'tbelieveher

Ihadwentspeciallyforhertothemarkettobuy

pregnancytest.Threeofthem.

Igothomeandfoundhersleepinginmyroom.I

abruptlyshookhercausinghertofallassfirst

onthematassherolledover.

Ithrewtheplasticather.Shedidn'tsay



anythingasshewenttothebathroomandI

followedherjusttomakesure.

Her:Whathappenedtoprivacy?

Me:Doyouevenknowhowtospell'Privacy'?,

Justgetin.

Iglaredather,shewentoninanyway

Ireadouttheinstructionstoher.

Shepeedonallofthemthenwewaitedfora

coupleofminutes,andIreadthroughthe

informationonthebackofthepackaging

Itookthefirststickinmytremblinghand.

Thecontrollineontheleftofthepregnancytest

wasvisible,suggestingthatthetestresultis

valid.Apalepurplelinehasalsoappearedon

therighthandside(thetestline)whichclearly

signifiesthat..shewaspregnant.

Itookthesecondthenthethirdpregnancytest

andtheyallshowedthesameresults.



Mybreathhitchedinmythroat,Isatdownon

theedgeofthebedasIprocessedallofthis.

Whatthismeans,WhatwillhappentoReeceand

I.

AnyounceofhappinessIthoughtwehadleft

wasgone.Thischangeseverything.

Iturnedtolookather.

Me:Ihateyou.

Isaidmywordsvenomous.

Sheshrugged.

Her:Thefeelingismutual

Me:Youdon'tevenhavealittlebitofguiltof

whatyoudid.

Her:Justanotherlifechallengeforyou,deal

withit.

Shesaidassheswayedherhipsheadingout.

Icrawleduponmybed,layinginafetalposition.



IjustwantedtosleepsoIcouldforgetallabout

this.

Itookmyphoneonthenightstand,Itexted

Reecelettinghimknowofhisnowtobedutyto

beafathertoMelissa'sbaby.

I'msodonewithhim

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

IwaswithRomeoatschool.

Him:Soyoujustgoingtogiveup?,andletla

nontorotyi(Melissa)knownshe'swonandgot

whatshewanted,whichwastobreakyouguys

up

Me:WhatshouldIdo?Ndihlalendinyamezele

uviswakabu'hlungunguReece,ndibendine

thembalobauzotshintsha?(Staywithhimand

bearbeinghurt,hopinghewillstopandchange

?)

Ishookmyhead.



Me:I'mnotgoingtodothat.Lifegoesonand

minewillgoonthewayitusedtobefore,Iwon't

die.ReececangotohellforallIcare

Him:Butfriend.Younotbeingfairtohim,At

leastyoucouldhavelistenedtohissideofthe

story.

Ihuffed

Me:Idon'tknowwhattobelieveanymore.Isaw

theminmybrothersroom thatnight,inhisbed

Melissanaked.Shesaysshesleptwithhim.He

sayshedidn'tbutNowshe'spregnant.

Him:HasReeceeverliedtoyou

Ishookmyhead,No.

Me:Hemightbestartingnowjusttosavehis

ass.

Him:B-

Me:Let'sjustdropit.

Isaidandrightthenthebellrangandweparted



waystogotoclass.

AfterschoolwedecidedtogotoMcdonalds,I

reallyneedasmoothie.

Wesatatatablethathadaviewfromoutside,

topeoplewatch

Whilewewaitedforourorder.Isawsomechick

passingby,shehadahugebabybumponand

besideherwasaguyswhowascarryingafew

plasticbags,probablyaearlybabyshopping.

IswallowedthelumpinmythroatasIthought

ofReeceandMelissa..

RomeomusthaveseenmybotheredlookafterI

sawthecouple

Him:Don'tletitgettoyou,you'llgetthrough

this.

Inodasitookhiswarmhandinmine.

Ourorderarrivedafewminuteslaterandwe

sippedinthem,WhileRomeotriedtoeasethe

mood.



LateronIwenthomeandfoundmybrother

lazingaround.

Iwentuptomyroomtochangeoutofmy

uniformbeforegoingbackdownstairstostart

cookingdinner.Iwasdonehalfandanhour

laterandIdishedoutforthebothofusand

tookourplateswithasIwenttojoinhiminthe

lounge

Ihandedhimhisplatebeforesittingdown.

Him:Ndizokugalel'ityiwaungaboli(I'llpour

saltsoyouwon'trot)

Note:IDON'TEVENKNOWWHATTHAT

MEANS,ORIFITRANSlATEDITRIGHT.

Hewasgrinning

Me:Youneedtogetyourselfawife,ndidikiwe

nguwemna

Him:Aslongasyouandmomtakegoodgood

careofme,forgetit.BesideI'mstillenjoyinglife

andthere'salongwaytogo.



Me:Sleepingwithfourpickupchicksinbed?

Heshrugs

Him:Bayazizela.

Me:AIDSisspelledwithfourletters

Him:Ineverforgettousecondoms.Ihavea

hugebasketupinmyroomfilledwiththem.

Twopacketsundermymattress.1packetinmy

carAnotherfourinmyoffice.3singlesinmy

wallet.Iprobablyhave1underthiscouch.

AbouttwoInthekitchen.Intheg-

Me:Shutup.I'veheardenoughtoscarmymind

forever.Youknowwhat.?I'mnotevenhungry

anymore.

Isaidgettingupasheburstoutlaughing

Hequicklypulledmebacktositdownnextto

him.Hecatcheshisbreath

Him:I'msorrythen

HesaysWipinganimaginarysweatfrom his



face

Me:Cabauxozekilene?Udeubepinkubuso?

Uzofaumncincingezizintouzenzayo.(Youfind

thisfunny?Yourfaceeventurnedpink.You'll

dieyoungifyoudon'tstopthethingsyoudo)

IsaidasIcontinuedtoeatfrommyplate

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

IwassleepinginmyroomwhenIgotacall

fromReece.

HeknewifhecalledmeearlierwhileIwas

awakeIwouldn'tanswer.Hewaitedtillitwas3

amsothatIcananswerblindlywithmysleep

filledmind.

AfterdecidingtoanswercauseIknewhe

wouldn'tquitbuggingme.

..

Him:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouavoidingme

whenwecouldtalkandtrytofixthis



Me:Youliedtome.There'snothingtobefixed.

Howdowefixthepartwhereyoustickedyour

dickinmycousinshugeholeandgother

pregnant,howwillyoufixit?bymakingher

abortit?

Him:Id-

Me:Younotactuallythinkingofdoingitareyou?

Him:I'mnotevenr-

Me:ReeceIneedyoutostaythehellawayfrom

me.

IsaidpolitelyasIcould,Iwastiredofthis.

Ihanguponhim,decidedonblockinghimon

mycellwantingtostopanysortofcontactwith

him.

Hecangohanghimselfbyhismanhoodand

dieforallIcare.
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REECE'SPOV

IWasparkedacoupleofhousesawayfrom

Alona'smomshouse,insteadofwaitingforher,I

waswaitingforherCousinsister

Iwasstoodoutsidemycar,myhandsfoldedup

tomychest.

Iwasgoingtodosomethingishouldhavedone

longago.

AmusclewastickingsteadilyinmycheekasI

triedcontrollingmyragewhenIsawher

approaching

Shehadonsomeskimpydressandshesawmy

eyesonhershepulledthetopdown,exposing

herchest

Likethosesaggytitscouldturnmeon,they

weren'tAlona'splumproundshapedones,just

thinkingaboutthemmakesmydicktwitch.

Her:HeyReece.



Shesaid,hervoicehighpitched,battinghereye

lashes

Biz'ngathiyandazieh.TskTsk

Me:Maria.

Her:ItsMelissa

LikeIgiveafuck

Me:Letsgettobusiness

Shesaidseductivelyasshetrailedafingerfrom

mychestanddowntomybelt.Itookherhand

andputitonherchest,shovingherlightly.

Me:TheonlybusinessIcanhavewithsomeone

likeyou,IsifIsellyoucheapcheaptomyFriend

inChinatobecometheirescort.Thenthatway

youcangetoutofmylife.

Shegulpedinfear

Her:Youcan'tgetridofme.Especiallynowthat

I'mcarryingyourchild.

Iclappedmyhandsonce.Whywasshestillin



frontofmestandingwithhertwofeetwhenshe

couldbelayingflatonherbackwaitingforthe

corpsetruck?

Me:Mypatienceisrunningout.Idon'tknow

whetheryou'rementallydisturbedoryourjust

obsessedwithme.

Her:I'mnotmentallydisturbednor

obsessed..I'mjust(steppingclosetome)in

lovewithyou

ShetriedtouchingmyhandbutIquicklyshrug

heroff.

Me:Melod-

Her:Melissa

Me:Yeahthat.

Sheonceagaintriestoputherclawsonme

Me:Stopfuckintryingtotouchme!

Her:Youdidn'tstopmewhenmyhandsroamed

freelyonyoursexybodyatthatnightofthe



party

Shewinksatme,shethinkshesexy

Whatshedoesn'tknowisshelookslikea

disconnectedrobot,flutteringit'seyesopen

Him:ImadeyoufallAssfirstandI'msureyour

bumhurtafter,butnow

Iseizedherbyneckwithbothhandsandlifted

herhighintheair,squeezingherthroatsohard

alongtheway,Shewasstrugglingtobreath.

Iwatchedherfaceturningalmostblueasshe

struggledandwrithedweaklyinmygrip.

Iletgooffherandshefellonthe

ground,coughingandgaspingforbreath.She

wasshakingandconvulsinguncontrollably.

Him:Now.YouaregoingtogotoAlona,Andtell

herthetruthorelse..

ShequicklynodbeforeIevenfinished.

Her:O-



Shetriedtospeakbutnothingcameoutbuta

patheticsqueak.

Shelookedfrightened,sheshouldbe.

Mylfatherusedtosay.."Putenoughfearin

themsotheywouldalwayshaveitintheback

oftheirmindswhatmayhappennextifthey

defyyou"

SheknowswhatI'lldotoherifshedefyme.

BeforeIcouldturntoleave,myphonerang

Business.

Me:Avez-vousobtenulespaquets?(Didyou

getthepackages)

..

Me:Onabeaufairedesaffairesavecvous(It

wasnicedoingbusinesswithyou)

IhangupasIputmyphoneinmypocketand

beforeIcouldsaysomethingtoher,shesprint

offrunning



IlaughedmyAssoff

Shereallydidn'tthinkIwasmakingadealto

sellherofftochinadidshe?ImeanIwasn't

evenspeakingChineseitwasFrench.Bitch

does'evenknowthedifference.Icatchedmy

breathasIgotinthecar,guessI'llseelater

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ALONA'SPOV

Iwassittingwithwithmomatthedinner

table,shejustreturnedfromworkandIhadjust

dishedout

Her:Where'sMelissa?

Ishrug

Me:Shewentoutafewm-(Hearingthedoor

openatthefront)thatmustbeher.

Sheappearedlookingdistressed

Me:Umntuomithiyoakahambingobusuku,



youknowKugqwirhyphandle.

IsaidsmirkingattherevelationImadeinfront

ofmom,I'mnotsureifshetoldheryet.

Mom:Truethat.

Shesaidasshewasfocusedondishingoutthe

saladforherself

Melissa:IknowbutIneededtogotothe

shop,I'llbeupinmyroompassbymewhenyou

goingtobed.

Shesaidlookingatme.

Irolledmyeyes

Mom:Awutyi?(Aren'tyoueating?)

Sheshookherhead

Her:Ialreadygotsomethingyouknow,peoplein

myconditioncan'twaittillthedinnertime

Shesaidlaughinglightlybutitwasstrained.



Momnodsather

Mom:Goodnightthen

ShesaidasMellissaturnedtoleave.

Me:Soshetoldyouaboutthepregnancy.

Her:That'sthemainreasonforthisvisit

Me:Ma?

Iasked,notreallyunderstandingwhatshe

meant

Her:Shedidletmeknowthatshewaspregnant.

Andshecouldn'tstaywithhermom,she's

alwaysoutbesidethatshedrinks,smokesand

verballyabusehersometimes.Shedoesn't

needthatkindofvibearoundherasitcould

harmthebabysoshedecidedtocomehere

andIwelcomedherin.AtleastIcansupport

her..

Ilookedatherwithmymouthagape.

Shewasalreadypregnantbeforesheeven



camehere.

Inoddumbly.Iputmyfoodinthefridgebefore

tellingmomthatIhaveaheadacheandI'm

goingtosleep.

Her:ShouldIbringyousomepills?

Me:Please.Butyougoingtofindmein

Melissa'sroom.

Ineedtogetsomeanswers.

Ibudgedinherroomandfoundhersittingin

Rubbingherneckwhichit'scolourwasirritative

red.

Her:I..Lied.

Shesaid,Lookingatherconfusedforamoment.

Me:About?

Her:Everything.Iliedabout..sleepingwith

Reece

Gulpingnervously.

Her:Iliedabouthimbeingresponsibleforthe



pregnancy.

Her:Ijustwantedyoutwotobreakup.Icouldn't

bearseeingyouhappywithhim.Iwantedthat

formyself,Everythinginyourlifeseemedtobe

perfect,unlikemine.

Me:Soyoudecidedtohurtme,playwithmy

feelings..Howcomedidn'tIseeallthis,How

didyoup-

Momentersfromthedoor,stoppingmyself

fromsayinganyyhing.

ShehandsmethepillsandIthankher

Mom:Packetofmysleepingpillsaremissing

fromthepillscabinet.Anyofyoutookthem ?

Ishookmyhead,themovefollowedbyMelissa

whoseemedliketobedebatingonsomething

Mom:MaybeItookandleftthematthe

hospital,ormybag..Yougirlshaveagoodnight.



Shewentout.

Waitaminute.Missingpills,I'veseenMelissain

mom'sroomandshewaslookingforsomepills

ands-

Her:Idruggedhim.

Ishouldhaveknown

Her:Itookthepillsandputtheminhisdrink.
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ReecewasmadandmaybehurtbecauseI

didn'ttrusthim.

Ihadtomakethisright.

RightwhenthelastbellrangonFriday

indicatingendofschool,Ihadwentstraightto

hishousestillwearingmyschooluniform.I

didn'tcare

Iletmyselfinhishouseatthesittinginwere

hisfriends,theyallwerelookingatmethatI



startedfeelingselfconscious.Igreetedthem

beforeIaskedforReeceandtheytoldmehe

wasinhisoffice.

Iwentup,findinghimsofocusedonhislaptop

whilehescribbledonapaperontheside.He

wasbusyandlookedlikehehadn'tsleptfor

days.HelookedtiredandIdidn'twanttobother

himbutIneededtofixthis.

Me:Youlooktired.

Isaidlettinghimknowofmypresence,Ihada

feelinghealreadyknewIwasintheroombut

wasignoringme

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere.?

Heasked,hisvoicevoidofemotion

Ouch

Me:Weneedtofixthings.

Him:Nowyoualsodecidewhenorwhennotto

fixourisdueafteryoudecidedwhenandwhere

nottohavesexwith.Nob'ucimbuyindodamne



?Youwearthepantsinthisrelationship.

..

Me:WhatwasIsupposedtodonorreactwhen

Ifoundyoutwointhatposition?

Him:Youhadeveryrighttoreactthewayyou

didbutyouwerealsosupposedtoletme

explain(shrugs)orsomething..Itreallybugs

methatyoudon'ttrustme

Me:Doyoublameme?Doyoublamemefor

havingtrustissues

Him:No.ButAlonayouknowIneverlietoyou.

Me:Itsnoteasyespeciallygivenyourhistory

withgirls.

Hesighs,rubbinghistempleswiththetipofhis

fingers

Me:..ButI'msorry

Him:Okay.NowleaveIneedtodosomepaper

work



Me:Ngokuwhyuthethanamingathiudikiwe.

(Whyareyoutalkingtomelikeyoufedupwith

me?)

Heglaredatme.

Me:AndReece..

Him:What.?

Me:Theareotherthingsthatneedstobefixed

inthisrelationship.

Him:Like..?

.

Me:Thetimewespendtogether..AndWhen

wespendtimetogetherit'seitheryoualways

havetogetbacktothewarehouseoryouhave

tofinishupsomepaperwork.Ijustneedtofeel

special,maybesometimeswhenyounotbusy

wecangoouttogether..youcanmakedinner

formeor-

Him:Youpushingit.



Me:Mxm.You'llnevergetit.

Isaidgettingup

Me:Canyoudrivemehomethen?

Him:Princess,I'mreallybusyrightnow.Youcan

gowatchTvmyroomorgotothe

entertainmentroomforthetimebeing,I'lldrive

youhomelater.

Mxm.Itookmybagandwentoutslammingthe

doorbehindwithforce.

ThewasnowayIwaswaitingforhim,Ihadto

gethometomystuff.AndIdidn'thaveataxi

farewithme

IheadedtothesittingroomandonlythenI

noticedAnele.

Me:Canyoupleasedrivemehome?

Thewassilence,notonlyfromhim.Butthe

roomwassilentasalleyeswereonus

Him:Iuh..Where'sReece.



Me:'Too'busy,hecan't

Heglancedtowardshisfriends,scratchingthe

backofhishead.

Heseemedhesitantbutshruggedanywayashe

gotup.

Insidethecaronourway,wesatinaawkward

silence.

Him:He'sgoingtokillme.

Him:Idon'tknowwhatitisaboutyouthat

makesmecan'trefuseyouwhatyouwant,that

I'llendupgettingintroublewithReece

Me:Itmustbemycharm

Isaidlaughing

Hechuckles

Him:Itgotmeblindthen.Youstilllookpretty

eveninyouruniform.

Me:Thanks.

Isaidsmilingshyly



Him:Hisluckyyouknow.Anyonewouldliterally

killtobewithyou

Me:I'mnotthatspecial,eachandeveryguyI

haveevermetstillscrewsmeover

Him:Iwouldn'tthough

Me:We'llseeastimegoes

Him:MaybeifyougivemeachanceI'llbewhat

youwantinaman.

HesaidhishandwantingtotouchmyCheek

buthestoppedhimselfhalfway.Bynowhewas

parkedafewhousesawayfrom.

Ishookmyheadofanythoughts

Me:I'mwithReece

Him:Iknowbutthenhedoesn'thavetoknow

Me:He'llfindout

Heshrugs

Him:I'lltakemychances.Ijustwantustotry

becauseIthinkwe'llbeperfectforeachother.I



wanttomakeyouhappy

Me:Iamhappy.Hemakesmehappy

Him:Sayssomeonewho'sconsideringmyoffer.

Me:Sowhatifi'mnotreallyhappy?Reece,He

ain'tnoordinaryguyIgetwherehe'scoming

from.Ican'texpectmuchoutofhimhe's

alreadyhavingahardtimetryingtobethebest

forme.SoI'llappreciatewhatheisgivingme

Him:Okay..Okay.Sorryforpissingyouoff.

Me:I'mnot..it'sjust,Ihateitwhenpeoplejudge

him,NoneofyougethimnorseewhatIseein

him.

Him:That'sbecauseheactsdifferentwithyou

andactsawholelotdifferentwithus.

Me:Igetthat.ButI'msureyouguysdon'twant

aweakleader.Youwanthimtogetsoftforyou

too

Him:No,butIswearthatguywillkillyoufor

evensteppingonhisfoot.Matteroffacthe'llkill



meforbeingclosetoyou,justbythinkingof

whathe'sgoingtodotomegivesmeshivers

downmyspine.I'msurehealreadyknowsand

goingbacktohishouserightnowit'slike

meetingmydeathhalfway.

Me:Thanksfortheridethough.

Him:You'llcometomyfuneralright?

Ilaughathisseriousface.

Him:Youcanpresentyourselftomyfamilyas

myfiance

Ilaughedevenmore,wipingthetearthatfell

frommyeye.

Me:I'msureitwon'tgetthatfar

Ibrushhisshoulderinmockpity

Heglaresatme.

Iopenthedoortogetouthealsofollowsthe

moodandwalksmehome,whenIwasnear,he

turnedaroundandleftafterItoldhimI'llsee



himsomeothertimeandherespondedsaying

ifhe'llstillbealive.

Reecewasnotbadastheymadehimouttobe

,atleastnottome.

LaterthatdayIwasinmyroomfinishingoffmy

homeworkwhenIgotatextfromReece

"Jong'aphanoKritsindini.Idon'tremember

sayingyoucanaskAneletodriveyou

home,nowexplaintomehowthefuckyoueven

knowhim"?

Youknowwhat,ItakebackthepartIsaidhe

wasn'tbad.
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Iquicklyhunguponhimandswitchedmy

phoneoff.



Reeceisscarywhenhewantsto.Icouldfeel

myselfstartingtosweatjustbythelinehesaid.

Itfeltlikehecouldshowuprightthereandthen

tostranglemetodeath

Icouldliterallyhearhimspitvenomously

throughthephone

Thefollowingday.

EarlierinthemorningIwentforarun,it'sbeena

whileandlateronIwaswithRomeoinmyroom.

Itwaskindaofagirlsnight..ifyouknowwhatI

mean#RollsEyesDramatically.

Hewasstayingoverfortheweekendandright

nowwewerewatchingamoviewithacoupleof

snacksscatteredaroundus,wewerealso

catchingup

..

..

Me:SheconfessedtodruggingReeceand



Fakingthepregnancy.

Heshookhishead

Him:Thewayshesocruelandjealous.She

couldbewitchmyfiveyearoldsisterfor

graduatingfromcreche

Ipushedhimlightlylaughingathiscomment

Him:Youhavetobecarefularoundherthough.

InodandbeforeIcouldsaysomething,his

phonerang.Iwatchedasherolledhiseyes

afterhiseyeswentoverthename

Him:Whatdoyouwant?

...

Him:Nobaifunandikuxeleleindabazakho.

Yayaziyimaliniitotiyebisiendadiyiselanjeb

usoyiswaYiR10yedrink?Jongandiyeke.

(Maybeyouwantmetotellyouyourstuff.Do

youknowhowmuchtheformulatinIusedto

drinkwhenIwasababy..Costs.Whileyouout

thereandyoucan'tevenaffordtobuymeaR10



drink?Justleavemealone.)

Hesaidashehungup.

Him:Irecentlydatedabrokeguy.Yazibiggest

mistakeofmylife.It'ssohardwearingthe

pantsinarelationshipcauseIwasoutthere

payingfordatesthathesuggestedandbought

himstuffwithmymonthlyallowance.Webroke

upnowhewon'treturnsomeofmyexpensive

stuff.Nxaah!Andtothinkthathistoryalmost

repeateditself.I'mnotgoingbackthere.

AndhereIwasthinkingmylifehasalotof

drama,ahhRomeo.Heneverseizedtoamaze

me.

Myphonebeepedanincomingtext.

Me:Reeceisoutside.

Isaidbitingmylowerlip

Him:Wenzentoningoku?(Whatdidyoudo

now)



Me:I'lltellyoulater.IfI'mnotbackinahourcall

thepolice

Him:Itcouldtakehimlessthan5minutestokill

you.Iyothiibethalohourndibendiyokujonga

umzimbaubeubandaseleekuthumela

kwelinyeilizwe.(Itcouldtakehimlessthan5

minutestokillyou.You'dbedeadandyour

bodycoldwithinanhourandhisplanehalfway

acrossthecountrytransportingyoutowherever)

Istaredathim.

Me:Thanks.

Hewaswaitingformeoutsidehiscar.He

lookedgreatinapairofjeans,adressupshirt,a

leatherjacketandapairofJordanIthink.He

hadabeanieon.Butexpressiononhisface

wasanythingbutgreat

Istoodacoupleoffeetawayfromhim.Heput

hishandfirmlyonmywaistbeforepullingmeto



him.

Him:Whydoyoulikepissingmeoff?

Heaskedinhisusualdeep,slowvoicethat

soundedlikehewasbored.Hewaslooking

downatme

Me:I-don'tliketoandIswearit'snotmy

intentionsbutIreallyneededtogethome,you

alwaysmakecomelast.Youputyourgang,

friendsSometimesyouworkfirsteitherthen

me.treatingmelikei'mjustyourdistraction

whenyounotbusy

Him:Youknowthat'snottrue

Me:It'snot?Ifyouphoneistoringrightnow

andyouneededatthewarehouseyou'ddrop

meandgoattendtothem,ndaxoka?(AmI

lying?)

Him:No,butAlonayouneedtounderstandthat

inmylineofworktimeiseverything.

IfoldedmyhandstomychestasIpouted.



Hepecksmylips

Him:Youcute.ButJonga,yesterday.Inever

saidyoucouldgohomeespeciallywith

anele,Umaz'elaphi?(wheredoyouknowhim

from?)

Me:IbumpedintohimatthepartyafterIsaw

youwith..Melissa.He'slikeafriend.

Him:What'swithyouwithbefriendingguys?

Me:Idon'tseenothingwrongwithit,it'snotlike

I'lldatehim

Him:I'msureyoudon'twantmetoremindyou

thelasttimeyoubefriendedsomerandomguy

andyouwouldn'tdaredatehimnorevenletthe

thoughtcrossyourmindAlonaIswearI'llmake

youregretit

Igulpedinfear

Me:StopthreateningmeReece

Him:It'snotathreatbabeitsjustawarning.



Me:Youcan'tchoosefriendsformecauseI

certainlydon'tdoitfor

Him:Shwabulauyeke(Mumbleallyouwant)

Alona,Youstayawayfromhim.Atleasthe'llbe

smartenoughnowtodoso.

Ifurrowedmyeyebrowstogether

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Him:Itaughthimalesson

Hisretortpiercemyheart,swallowingmyfear

onceagain

Him:Hescreamedtherestofthelesson,sucha

rudelearner

Me:You-Youkilledhim

Shakinghishead

Him:Ididnotkillhim,Princess.Letsjustsay

smilingwillnowbedifficultforhim.

Hesmirked

Him:Youshouldhaveseenyouface.Relax,I



didn'tdoanythingtohim..yet.he'soneofthe

valuableguysinthecrew.ButI'lltakehimoutin

ablinkofaneyeifhekeepsmessingwithyou.

Hesaidbrushingmycheek.

Him:Youturningmeonwiththatnightdress

Hesaidbitinghislowerlip,nowdismissingthe

argumentwewerehaving

Hewaslookingbelowmychest,whereapink

lightfabricpeekedout.Ithadalittledipin-

betweenshowingmybreasts

Heundidthebeltofmygownbeforeopeningit

uptoexposethewholedressthatendmid

thigh

Iwenttogethishandsoffandcovermyself

whenhecapturedmyhandsinhis,wrapping

themaroundhiswaistasheTskatmeshaking

hisheadindisapprovalofwhatIwastryingto

do.

Heusedhisfingertopeekthroughthetopof



thedress,atmybreast.Ihadnobraon.

Heplantedakissonmyneck,Histeethgrazing

ontheskinlightlybeforehislipscapturedmine

Hishandslowlyfounditswaytothesideofmy

thigh,brushingitbeforeitwentuptothelineof

panties

Ipulledawayandtookhishandtopullitoutof

mydressbuthewouldn'tbudge.Iglaredupat

him

Me:Weoutinpublic.

Him:So?

Me:Wecan'tbedoingthis.

Him:LikeIgiveafuckaboutwhattheythink.I'll

begettinglaid,that'swhatmatters.

Rollingmyeyes

Me:Notthistime,Ineedtogetbackinside.

NdishiyeuRomeo.(IleftRomeo)

Him:SoIwon'tgettofuckyou.?



Heaskedeversoblunt,Ihithishardbricklike

chestwithmyfist.Hechuckles

Him:Haveagreattimeexplainingthathickey

then.

Hesaidpointingatmyneckbeforehekissed

myforeheadandgotinhiscarandspedoff.

Leavingmetherewithmymouthagapeasmy

handcoveredthespotonmyneck.

Thatsonofa-

Istompedoffinside.

Passingbythemirroronthesideofthewallat

thelaunge

Isawthemark,itwaspurplish

HowcomeIdidn'tfeelanythingwhenhedidit?

IwentupinmyroomandfoundRomeositting

crossleggedonmybedwithabagofchips

whilehiseyeswerefocusedonthescreen

IstillhadmyhandtomyneckandIquickly



dashedtomywalkinclosetforascarfbefore

joiningRomeoinbed.

Itwasn'tacoupleofminuteswhenhenoticedit.

Him:What'supwiththescarf?,ukukrwitshile?

Letmeseehowbadthemarkis.

HesaidtryingtogetitoffmebutIrefused.

Hepinnedmedownonthebedashequickly

unwrappedthescarffrommyneck.

Iwatchedashegrinnedwhenhesawit.
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ItwasallcandlesanddimlightsatReece's

diningroom.

ItwasSundayandafterIaskedhimtodrop

Romeooff,wewentbacktohishouseandI

foundthesuprise.

Wewereabouttoleavedinneraswesatatthe

preparedtable,ItwaskindaAwkward..



Somethingwasoff.

Him:There,Myphoneisoffsonoonewill

botherus.

Hesaidasheputhisphoneontheside.

Me:Youmakingitsoundlikeyoudon'twantall

this,It'slikeI'mforcingyoutodothisor

something.

Imumbled

Hebangsthetablewithhisfist,breakingafew

thingsastheyfelloff

Him:DammitAlonawhatdoyouwant?This

(pointingtothetable)ismebeingromanticor

whateveryoucallit.Andaziufunantoni.Atleast

actlikeyouappreciateitinsteadofcomplaining

andputtingpressureonme

Hesaidyellingatme

Idon'tknowwhyhewasbeingadickaboutit.

Igotup,tookmybagandwasheadingout



whenIfeltadeathgriplikeonmyarmashe

turnedmetofacehim.

Him:UyaphiAlona.

..

..

Hesmackedmybackonthewallbeforehe

closedthespacebetweenus,pinningmewith

hisbody,Iwaspressedupinbetweenhimand

thewallandithurtwiththepressure.

Him:Isn'tthiswhatyouwanted.?Nowwhere

thefuckareyougoing?

Me:Icanclearlyseeyounotinthemoodright

nowsoIthoughtIsh-

Him:Thisismebeinginthemoodthen

Hesaidasheplantedhislipsonmine,thekiss

wasrough



Icouldtastebrandy,nowonderhewastipsy.

Hegrippedmybuttasheliftedmeuptowrap

myarmsaroundhisneckandmylegsonhis

waist

Hishandwentundermyshirtandhesqueezed

myleftbreastandIwhimpered

Itriedpushinghimoffme,hedidn'tbudge.

Hehehadhishandonmychinholdingmein

placeashecontinuedtokissme

Idon'tknowwhenwegottohisroombuthe

wasontopofmeashetearedmyshirtoff

tossingitontheside.

Me:Reece!

Heunbuttonedmyjeansandslidthemdownto

myfeet,hehadbothmyhandspinneddownon

eithersideofmyheadinafirmgrip.

Afterhetearedthethecondomwithhis

teeth,heusedhisotherhandtosliditonhis

manhoodbeforeheslammedintome.



..

..

Afterhewasdonehewenttothebathroomand

cameoutwearingboxersandhadatowelon

hisotherhand.HewantedtowipemebutI

refused,Ireachedoutforthetowel

Him:JustopenupAlona

Ishookmyheadhepinchedthesideofmy

thighandIwincednowrubbingthespotwhile

hewipedme.

Iworemyundergarmentsandmyjeans,Iwas

abouttowearmytopwhenIrememberedhe

messeditup.Iwenttohiswalkinclosetand

tookoutahoodiewearingitover.

Iwentoutofhisroomheadingdownstairsto

takemybagbeforemakingmywayout.

ItwasdarkoutherebutIdecidedtobebrave

rightnow,IwalkedtillIwasacoupleoffeet



awaybeforetakingoutmyphoneandgoing

throughmycontact.

IdecidedoncallingAneletocomepickmeup

andIwasgladwhenhesaidhisonhisway.

AfterAneledroppedmeoff,Itookalongwarm

bathwhichwassoothing.Igotdressedinmy

warmpyjamasbeforegettingundermy

blankets.

Iwaswrappedupinmyowntaughts

Ozcameabitlaterwithaboxofpizza,hegot

insidethecoversandIsnuggledonhisside

whileweate.

Him:Thelastsliceismine

Me:Whydoyoualwayshavetohavethelast?

Him:I'mtheeldest

Me:ButIonlyhadtwo

Him:NotmyfaultthatulibeleKuqhoshangathi

hlelineOyakho.(Notmyfaultthatyouareshy



likeyouarewithyourboyfriend)

Heshrugs,Ipunchhisshoulderandhechuckles

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

OnMonday

AfterschoolIwaswalkingouttheschoolgates

aloneafterRomeodecidedtocallinsick,pretty

muchIwasgrumpythewholeday.Ihateit

whenIdon'tgettoseehim

Inoticedthecrowdaroundmegoingcrazy,only

tofindReecewhowaswasparkedonthe

driveway.Hewasoneofhiscarthatattracted

toomuchattention

Iknowhewashereforme,Iwasn'tinthemood

forhimafterthewayhetreatedmeyesterday

butIknewbetterthantogivehimshitaboutit.

Igotinthepassengerseatandnowordswere

exchanged.

Ijustlookedoutsidethewindowwhilehedrove.

HepassedbySteersgettingatakeawaybox



beforehedrovetothebeach

Notmanypeoplewenttothebeachduringthe

week

Itwaspeaceful

Hefoundaspotforhiscar,withnomeansof

gettingout

..

..

Him:Princess..

Herewego

HetriedtouchingmyhandbutImoveditoutof

hisreach,foldingmyarmstomychestIlooked

outsideatthewavesthinkinghowthey

resembledmylifeinaway.

Him:I'msorry.

Turningmyfacetolookathim,hishandlingered

onmycheekashebrushedit

Me:Youhurtme,Reece.



Him:IknowIdidandI'msorry

Me:Sorrywon'tchangethewayyoumademe

feel.Youcan'tdoasyoupleasewithme

Him:I'ms-

Me:Ifeellikeyouforcedyourselftome.

Him:Pleasedon'tputitlikethatyoumakingme

feellikeI'mhim

Iknewwhohewasreferringto.

Him:Myfatherusedto..Pleasehimselfonmy

motherwheneverhewantedto,whethershe

wantedtoornotitdidn'tmatterandsometimes

hemadeuswatch.He'dhavehismenfromthe

gangholdourheadsforcingustolookatthe

sceneandwheneverwetriedtolookawayhe'd

beatus.YesterdaywhenIthoughtaboutwhatI

didtoyou,ItoldmyselfthatI'mnobetterthan

him,I'mmessedup.

Hesighed.

Him:YouknowwhenImadethatdinnerforyou



yesterday,tryingtobe'Romantic'

Hechucklesbeforecontinuing

Him:Itmademethinkofthedayitall

happened,thedayIkilledher.Shehadmade

dinnerperfectlysetforherhusband,shetriedin

everywaytobreakthroughhiswallsandmake

himseehowmuchshelovedhimbutitwas

almostimpossible,hedidn'twanttobeloved.

HestronglybelievedFemaleswereonlythereto

use,abuseandcontrol.Heneverbelievedinlove

becauseifhelovedthatwouldmakehimweak

andvulnerabletohisenemies,Justlikehesaid

tomeyesterday.

Me:W-where?Ithought..

Him:Theoldmangotmetovisithiminprison

andIcouldn'trefusehimAlonaevenifIwanted

to,hehasthispoweroverme.Hegavemeshit

onhowIwasgoingtodrivethegangdownthe

drainBecauseIwasalovesickpuppywhowas

losingitoversomehighschoolgirl.Hetoldme



howIwasshowingweaknessafterIwastaught

nottofeelorhaveanyemotionalattachmentto

anyone.becauseitcouldleadtodistractionthat

menlikeuscouldn'thave.Youknow..Heforced

mymomtogetmeaborteduntilhefoundoutI

wasaboy.Amaletocarryhislegacy.Iwashis

puppetandhispunchingbaggrowingup.The

sonwhowouldbetaughteverythingfrom

torturing,blackmailing,killingandanythingtoget

whatIwanted.Hebeatitintome..evenhowto

treatafemale.

Hesaidasheputhishandontopofmine,

intertwiningourfingerstogether.

Him:Youdon'tdeservethis,Youdon'tdeserve

someonelikeme.That'swhyIthink..itwouldbe

bestto..letyougo.
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MybreathhitchedinmythroatasIclosedmy

eyesshut,takinginwhathejustsaid



Me:You..breakingupwithme

IaskedinasmallvoiceitfeltlikeIwasgoingto

cry

Him:It'sforthebest

Me:No.

Him:Alona

Me:Youcan'tdothistomeReece.Youcan't,

I'mnotallowingit.

Him:Youlifewillalwaysbeonthelinebecause

ofme.MaybeifIjuststayawayfromyoumy

ghostswilldealwithmedirectlywithoutyou

gettinghurt.AslongasyouwithmeAlonayou'll

neverfindpeace.

Ifuriouslywipeawaythetearthathadfallen

frommyeye

Me:Idon'tcareaboutthat.Aslongasyouwill

bewithmeeverystepoftheway,Aslongaswe

loveeachother.Reeceplease,don'tthrowthis

away



IsaidinarushasIcontinuedtosob

Heshookhishead.

Him:YouneedtounderstandthatI'mdoingthis

foryou,tokeepyousafefrommyrivals,from

me.

Me:WhatifIdon'twantto?

Him:It'snotuptoyou,IknowwhatI'mdoing

Me:Youbreakingupwithme!I'mnotgood

enoughforyou,strongenoughforyouthat's

exactlywhatyouaredoing

Him:Youknowthat'snottrue

Me:Yougotwhatyouwanted,whichwasto

sleepwithandsuddenlyyoudon'twanttobe

withme?

Him:That'snotwhatthisisabout,Alona.

Me:Thenwhatisitabout?

Him:It'saboutmedoingtherightthingand

stoppingmyselfishness,tostop..



Me:Youusedmeandnowyoudonesoyou

throwingmeaway,Ozwasright.

Him:Idon'tcarewhatanyoneelsepaintmeout

tobe..Ican'tbareseeingyoumessedupinmy

fuckedupworld.

Me:ButI-Iloveyou,it'syouthatIwant

IsaidasIsnuggleduponhisside,wettinghis

shirtwithmytears.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Him:Iloveyou,andIloveyoutoomuchthatI

don'twanttoseeyouhurt

Me:I'mnotworthfightingfor?

Him:Youworthmyeverything,I'dgiveyou

anythingyouwantbutIcan'tguaranteeyour

safety.



Me:You'vemadeyourmind

..

Me:Yourfather..didhepersuadeyouintodoing

this?

Him:Hehasnothingtodowiththis

Me:Isit?Thenhowcomedoingallofthisto

mejustwhenyouhavevisitedhimtheprevious

day.

Me:Hehassomesortofpoweroveryou.He

wokeupyourinnerbeastdidn'the?He's

makingyououttobeheartlessandcoldonce

again

Him:Youknownothingaboutmyrelationship

withmyfather

Me:ButIdoknowthatit'sfuckedup,whenyou

mindscombine

Him:Shutup.



Me:Alwaysouttopleaseyourfather

Him:Alona.

Me:Areyouafraidofhim ?,thathe'sgoingto

beatyou..he'slockedforg-

Akhangendiyigqibe

IheldmycheekasIlookedtothesideafterhe

backslappedme.

TosayIwasshockedwastheleast

Iwasscared.Tearsimmediatelypulledoutof

myeyesinarushandIcouldn'tstopthem.

Reecehasneverbeenlikethiswithme.

Islowlyturnedtolookathim

Hehadastrainedlookon.

Me:Igetthemessageclearlynow.

Hewasreallybreakingupwithmeandthewas

nothingIcoulddoaboutit.

IopenedthedoorandgotoutasItookmybag.



Iwasgoingtotakeataxibackhome,atleastI

hadenoughmoneywithme,itwasgoingtocost

me..giventhedistancefromheretothehood

Icouldn'tseewereIwasheadingasmyeyes

wereabitblurry.SuddenlyIfeltarmsliftmeup.

Reecehadtakenmetothepassengerseatand

lockedthedoorbehind.

Him:Iknowyouhaveeveryreasontonotwant

anythingtodowithmebutatleastletmedrive

youhome.

..

..

Ashiscarcametoastoponthedriveways

outsidethegate

Iwasabouttogetout,whenhishandreached

outtostopme

Iflinchedashishandmadecontactwithmine



andhequicklyletgo.

Him:I'msorry

Igotoutandmademywayinsideandwentup

tomyroomafterignoringmybrotherinthe

lounge.Ididn'twanttobebothered.

Ilockedmyroomandchangedoutofmy

uniform,takingsleepingpillsbeforetucking

myselfinsidethecoversasIcriedmyselfto

sleep.

WhenIwokeupthefollowingday,Iwas

emotionallydrained.

IhadoversleptandIwasreallylateforschoolI

wouldn'tmakeit.Imusthavebeenreallyout,no

wonder..Itooktwosleepingpillsjusttogetme

tosleep.

Itookmyphoneonthenightstand,Justafew

missedcallsfromRomeo,probablywantto

knowwhyIdidn'tcometoschool.

NomessagesnomissedcallsfromReece,over



themonthswehavebeendating,Ihadgotten

usedtowakinguptohistextmessages

Itwasn'ttheusualgoodmorningthateveryone

wasusedto.

ItwasReeceafterall,a'Goodmorning

princess,Imissbeinginbetweenyourlegs'was

histypeofathing.Ilovedthem

nevertheless,theywerefrommyspecial

somebody.

Andnowtothinkthat,hebrokeupwithme

Irememberthetimehesworenottoeverlet

mego,howhe'dkillanyonewhowouldstandin

hiswaytogethim.

Isigh

Ican'tbetorturingmyselflikethis,Ineededhim

ineededtohearhisvoice

Itookmyphoneanddialledhis

number,pressingthecallbutton.Iwaitedand

waitedtohearhisvoicesay'Princess'bit



insteaditrangtillitwenttovoicemail.

Ithrewmyphonefuriouslytothesideofthe

bedmakingittoppleovertothesidebutIdidn't

care.

MyeyesstartedtowaterasIpulledonmyhair,I

wasgoingcrazy.

Thewasaknockatthedoorprobablymy

brothercheckinguponme,Ididn'twanthimto

seemelikethis

HeknockedandknockedbutIhadnomeansof

gettingup

Him:Iknowyou'reawake.

..

Him:Ifyoudon'topenuprightnow,I'lljustgo

gangsteronit.

Meaninghewasjustdoingmeafavorfor

knockinghecouldhavelonggotteninifhe

wantedto



Iquicklywipedmyfacecleanbutcouldn'thelp

itasIcouldfeelthemwateragain.Itookina

deepbreaththenlettingout,Igotupandwentto

openforhimwhileIwentbacktobed

Healsogotinsideandheldmefrombehindas

herestedhisheadonmyshoulderpeekingat

myface

Him:What'swrong?

Ijustshookmyhead

Him:Ifyoudon'twanttotalkaboutitnowit'sf-

Me:Hebrokeupwithme.

Hewassilentforamomentandbeforehe

couldsaysomething

Me:Sayit.Sayyoutoldme,Thathewasgoing

tousemethenleaveme

Hecombedhishandthroughmyhairina

soothingmanner

Him:I'msorry.
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2weekshadpassedsinceItalkedtoReece.

ItwashardformeandeverytimeIthought

abouthimIjustcried.

IneededadistractionandAnelewasthere.

..

..

Afterdecidingwhattowear,Ichangeintoit

beforecombingmyhairinmysignaturehigh

messybun.Iworemyperfumebeforeputtingin

afewstuffinmybagandmakingmywayoutl

bumpedintomybrother

Him:Uyaphiumhle?

Me:Out

Him:ThatIcansee,Butwhere?

Me:Ineveraskyouaboutyourwhereabouts



Him:I'mtheeldesthere.

Me:I'mgoingtothemallwithRomeo

Him:Thatwassohardtoanswer

Hesaysfoldinghisarmstohischestmaking

hismusclesbudge

Him:You'relying.

Hestatedmatteroffact

Me:I'mgoingonadate.

Hiseyebrowsquirksup,clearinghisthroatin

awkwardness

Him:Okay.Doyouhaveuh-..Youknow

Motionswithhishandformetocatchon

Me:What?(Iwasconfusedforamoment)I'm

notgoingtohavesexyoumoron!

Iscreech,hittinghimrepeatedlywithmybagas

Iranafterhim

Him:I'mjustlookingoutforyou



HeShoutsbacktryingtodefendhimself.

Ihithisbackasheranoutthedoor,Iwasouton

histale.

Hestoppedmakingmebumponhisironlike

back,peekingfromhisshoulderswhichwas

impossible

IsnuggledunderhisarmpittoseeAnelewith

hiscarparkedoutsidethegate

Me:Oh

Isaid,fixingmyselfabitbeforegoingtostandin

frontofthegatewaitingforittoopen

automatically,Igotoutandgreetedhimashe

stoodoutsidehiscar.

HewascuteItellyou.Darkchocolateskin

handsome

"Ifshecomesbackcrying,IswearI'llhuntyou

downandskinyouoffalive"



Iheardmybrothersaytohimashewhispered

eversoslightlyinhisear,hepattedAnele'sback

alittle.

Me:Oz!

Him:I'mnotscaringhimoff,justafriendly

gesture.

Hesayslookinginnocent.

Me:Okcanyougoinsidenow

Heraiseshishandinsurrender,kissesmy

foreheadbeforewalkingoffmumbling"Wait

tillReecehearsaboutthis"

Irollmyeyes

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoobaby,callmeifyouneed

anything.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Aneledecidedtotakemetohishoodandwe

weregoingtogoeatatthisplacewereyoubuy



yourownboozewhilewaitingforyourmeatto

braai,itwastavernlike.

Iwascomfortablewiththis.Someonewould

thinkit'soutofmycomfortzone.

..

..

AfterAdaywellspentwithAnele,hedroveme

backhomelater.

Me:Thankyoufortakingmeout,Ihadagreat

time.

Isaidtohimaswestoodoutsidehiscarthat

wasparkednearmyhome.

Him:GoodtoknowandI'dlovetodoit

again,that'sifyouwantto

Inod.

Me:Sure.

Him:Soyouagreeingtoaseconddate.?Does



thatmeanwe..(stoppingmidsentence)Look

Alona,Iwantustobeonthesamepagehereso

IhopeyouknowthatI'mnotdoingthisoutofa

friendlygesture.I'mintoyou.Iwantustobe

morethanfriends,I'mnottakingadvantageof

yousinceyoubrokeupwithhim..TheleastI

wantisyoumakingirrationaldecisionand

makingmeyourreboundguytomakeyou

forgetabouthim,I'llgiveyoutimetothinkabout

itokay?

IwassilentforamomentbeforeInodmyhead

inunderstanding

Heputshishandonmine,intertwiningour

fingers.

Him:Whydon'tyougoinsidebeforeyoucatcha

cold.

Irollmyeyessmilinglightly

Heputshisfingerundermychin,



Him:Goodtoseenosingletear,thelastthingI

wantisyourbrotherhotonmytail

Ilaugh

Me:Imightjustfakethem,I'dlovetoseethe

skinnedoffversionofyou.

Hefrowns

Him:YouknowIthinkI'llstillbecute.

Me:It'ssorareforaguytocallhimselfcute.

Thewordwelookingforhereishandsome

Hegrins

Him:Ahh..soyouthinkI'mhandsome

IblushattherevelationImade.

Me:There'snothingwronggivingout

compliments

Him:Sure..

Hegrinsevenmore

Me:Stopbeingajerkaboutityoumakingme



blush.

Him:Sorry.Ijustloveitwhenyoublush.Your

cheeksturnred(pinchesthemlightly)and

they'resosoft.

Iswathishandawayashechuckles.

Me:Ineedtogetinsidenow,Istillhavetomake

dinner.

Him:Soyoucancook

Me:OfcourseIcan!Whatdoyoutakemefor

Him:Takeaway,greensalad

Ifakegasp

Me:Iassureyouthatisnotmeatall,Icancook.

Him:Maybeyoucancookformesometime

andIcanbethejudgeofthat

Me:Youon.

Isaidbrieflyhugginghimbeforesayingmy

bye'sandwalkinghome.



"Imadedinner"

Ihearmybrothersay,hewaswatchingt.v

Me:Nowonderitlookslikeitsgonnarain.

Him:Mxmenkosiwakholowo?nangomso.

(Isthatyourthankyou?)

Me:Thankyou.

IsaidasIkissedhischeek.Iwenttoputmy

bagupinmyroombeforegoingtothekitchen

formyplate,pouringjuicealsobeforegoingto

seatnexttoOz.

Isnuggleduponhisside,Coveringmyselfwith

afleeceblanketandstartedeating.

Hishandreachedouttotakemeatfrommy

plate,Iswatitaway

Iglareathimashefrowned

Him:Younotgoingtofinishallthat.



Me:Iwill

Him:Yougonnagainsomeweightandyou

aren'tgonnalookgoodonyourfarewelldress

andyouknowitsjustamonthaway.

Me:Youknowit'salmostimpossibleformeto

gain.

Isaidtakingabitefrommychicken,Ittasted

good.

Hemumbledsomethingunderhisbreath

Me:Yhu!InaOz.Cabandizodendomiwe.

Isaidgivinghimmypiece.

Hechuckledashetookit.

NOTEDITED.
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AnelepickedmeupFridayafterschool.

Andhefirstdrovemehometochangeoutof



myuniformbeforehedroveustohishouse

Wedecidedtostayinandwatchmovies

Me:Don'tpickahorrormovie,plesse

Helookedatmesmirking

Him:Why?

Me:Itgivesmenightmares.

Hepinchesmycheeksashecooedatme,Iswat

hishandawayfrowning.Ifrowned

Him:Youwantromance?

Iquicklyshookmyhead.

Me:Ican'tdeal.

Him:Uh,Action?

Ishrugged

Me:Okay.

..

Lateron



AfterIhadcookedIdishedoutforbothofus

beforegoingtositnexttohim.

Whenweweredone,wejustsatthereand

chattedaboutrandomstuff

Him:I'llmarryyouoneday

Me:Becauseofmycooking?

Hegrins

Him:That,andmaybebecauseIthinkyou

perfect

Me:I'mnot

Him:Youaretome.Beautiful,Smart

Hesaidashetouchedmycheek

Heleanedforwardandstartedkissingme,I

didn'trespondimmediatelyasiwasdebating

whethertopulloutbutIendedupfollowinghis

lead.

Hepushedmedowninalayingpositionashe

wasontopofme,himsupportinghisweighton



hiselbows.

Heputhishandonthesmallofback,rubbing

theskinbeforeitwentupandhisfingerslightly

grazedtheclipofmybra.

Ipushedhimlightlyandhepulledout.

HesatbesidemewhileIpulledmyshirtdown

andtriedtofixmyhair

Him:I'msorry,Ishouldn'thavetakenitthatfar.I

gotcarriedaway

Inod

Him:I'mnotsorryforkissingyouthough.Your

lipshavebeeninvitingmeandtheyfeellike

heaven.

Hesaidbitinghislowerlip.

Ipunchedhisshoulderplayfully.

Me:Shutup

Him:You'resuchagoodkisser.



Ishrugged

Me:Younotbadyourself.

Him:Notbad?these(pointingathislips)can

doeverythingandthey'remasters.

Me:Everything..

HenodsIfocusonhiseyesthatwelookingat

mychest,thenbelow

Itlookedlikehewasundressingmewithhis

eyes

Him:Theycantakeyotocloudnine

Me:YouPervet

IscreechedathimasIhithimwithapillow

Helaughed.

Him:Anythinginmindthatyouwantustodo.?

Me:Maybewe-wait,(takingmyphone)AhLook

atthetime,Ineedtogethome

Him:Whydon'tyoustayover?,I'mhavinga



greattimewithyou.

..

Idialedmybrothersnumberandhe

immediatelypickedup.

Me:I'mnotcomingback,ImeancanIsleepover

?

Him:Sleepoveratwho'shouse.?LasttimeI

checkedReeceisoutofthecountry.

Me:Romeos

Him:YouknowIknowyoulying.You'vealready

madeupyourmindanyway,whatIsayrightnow

won'tmatterandthatmakesmewanttotake

mysjambok(whip)andcomewhipyourass

home.

Me:Youdon'townasjambok.

Him:Whatever.Iwasn'tgoingtocomehome

anywayandIwasgonnatellyoutocrashat



mom'splacebutsinceyou'reout.

Hetrailedoff

Me:Okay

Him:AndAlona

Me:Ozzie

ISaiddraggingtheeattheend

Him:Itoldyoutostopcallingmethat.

Iswearhegritthroughhisteeth,Howmuchhe

hatedthenicknameIhadforhimsinceIwas

little,backthenIcouldn'treallysayhisname

becauseitwaslongandallsoIcutittoOzzie•

Me:Butyouknowithasbeenstuckwithme

sinceIwaslittle

Iheardhimsigh

Him:Justdon'tdosomethingIwouldn'tdo

Me:There'snothingyouwouldn'tdo.

Hewasquiteforamoment,Iwasgettingonhis



nerves,HowIeasilyirkedhim

Me:Ipromise.

Him:Okay.Callmeifyouneedsomething.

Me:Iwill.

Isaidasihungup

"Ilikeyourrelationshipwithyourbrother"

IheardAnelesay

Me:He'smyeverything.

Henods

Him:Istheanythingyouwantmetogetforyou?

Me:Atuboficecreamwoulddo.

IsaidasIpositionedmyselfonthecouchina

fetalpositiontryingtocovermyselfwiththe

cushion

Heshookhishead

Him:Idon'treallylikesweetstuff,I'mnotreally

afanofsuch.



Inod

Him:Maybewecangogetit,ComeonI'lldrive

ustoMcDonald's

Me:ButI'mtired.

Helookedforhiscarkeysbeforecomingto

pickmeupinbridalstyleandoffwewent.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ThefollowingdayafterAneledroppedmeoff.

Thewasnooneinthehouse,mybrotherhadn't

comebackandIwasboredsoIdecidedtogo

tothehoodtomymom.

AfterIgotdressedandwasreadytogo.

Itookataxifare.

WhenIgotthereandfoundherbusycleaning

theyard.

Me:Someoneisbusy

Isaidhuggingherfrombehind.

Her:InaAlona.



Shesaidhandingmethewaterpipetofinishoff

wateringthegarden.

Itookitpoutingfuriously.

Me:Somuchformissingyou.

Shekissedmycheek.

Me:Youlookstressedout.

Isaidswitchingoffthetapputtingthepipe

asideasIfollowedherinside.

Shesatatthecouch,andIwaitedforhertotalk

Her:Melissa,Shehadamiscarriage
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Mom:MelissahadaMiscarriage.

MymouthformedasmallletterO

Regardlessofwhatsheputmethrough,Istill

feltsorryforher.

Ican'tbegintoimaginewhatshewasgoing



through.

Me:Howdidithappen.Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Notthatiwantedtoknow

Her:Wednesdaymorningwhenshewoke

up,shesaidsherushedtothetoiletbecause

shewasnotfeelingwellandthen..(shedidn't

wanttofillmein)Itookhertothehospitaland

itwasalreadytoolate.

Me:Whereisshe?

Her:Inherroom,shestaysthemostofthetime.

I'mworriedabouther.

Me:Why?ImeanIgetthatshej-

Her:She'svoidofemotion,Ireallydon'tknow

what'sgoingoninsidethathead,Whatifshe

commitssuicide?Shecouldbedepressedfor

allIknow.Ican'thavethathappeningundermy

watch,howwouldIexplainittohermother.

Maybeyoucantalktoher?

Shesuggested.



Me:Me?

Wehateeachother'sguts.

OfcourseIdidn'tsaythat,shewouldhave

demandedtoknowwhy.

Me:But-

Her:maybeshe'safraidtoopenuptome..You

twocanunderstandeachotherbetter.

Ifonlyyouknew.

Me:Okay.

AtleastIstillhadasenseofhumour.

Her:Alona

IturnedtofaceherasIhavealreadygottenup

Her:Ineedacupofcoffe.

Me:OnlyofthereasonsIdreadcominghere

Imumbled.

Igotupandwenttomakethecoffeeforher,

goingtogiveittoher.



Her:Whenyoudonecomebackherweneedto

haveamotheranddaughterconversation.

Andthatmyfriendsmeansanearfuloflectures.

SeewhyIdreadcominghere?oneofanother

reasons

Igotupandheadedtoherroom.

Ibreathedinandoutblockingallthestuffthat

cameintomindofwhatshedidtome.

Iknockedtwicebeforelettingmyselfin.

Shewassprawledoutonthebedlayingonher

backlisteningtomusic

Iwenttositattheedgeofthebed.

Andshegotstartledatthemove,guessshe

wasdeepinhermusicthatshedidn'thear

someonegettingin.

Her:UfunantoniAlona(Whatdoyouwant



Alona?)

Me:MomthoughtIshouldcheckuponyou.

Her:YoucanseeI'mfinenowgetout.

Shesaidpointingtothedoor,glaringatme.

IRemainedseated.

Me:Ican'tbegintoimaginewhatyouaregoing

through,I'msorry

Her:Don'tbe,I'mnotfeelingsorryformyself.

InfactI'mgladthatithappened,Iwon'thaveto

staywiththeconstantreminderofwhatthat

bastarddidtome.

Iwasconfusedforamoment

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Shesighed

Her:IcametostayherebecauseIwasrunning

awayfrommystepfather.Herapedmeand

whenIfoundoutthatIwaspregnant.Ihadno

choicebuttotellmymother,whodidn'tbelieve



me.Wehadanargumentandwentawayfrom

theplaceIusedtocallhome,hereIam.

Me:I'msosorry

Thatistheonlythingthatseemedtocomeout

ofmymouth.

Iunderstandwhatshewentthrough,becauseI

alsowentthroughitbutthebastarddidn'tgoto

far

AndIalmostlethimbecauseIwasafraid.

Youknowsomanytimesfemalesandmales

don'treporttheabusebecauseofthethreats

theabusergivesorjusttheshameoftheact.It

isn'tyourfaultandthoughitmayseemlike

thereisnohopeontheotherside,thereis.It's

justourchoicetodosomethingaboutit.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sundayevening,IwaswithAneleattheparkin

myarea

Wewerejuststandingandchatting.Iloved



havingconversationswithhim.

Him:Soyoudon'twanttospendthenightwith

me,again

Me:It'saschooldaytomorrow.Besides

that,yousnoresoidon'tthinkiwannahave

anothersleeplessnightlisteningtoyou

Isayteasingly

Him:Mesnoring?Somuchforyoutosnuggle

uptomewhileI'msnoring

Me:What?

Him:Yousnuggledupyoursmallframeonme

likeababy,Youweresocute.

Hesmirkedatme

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhands,embarrassed.

IknowItendtodothatalotevenwhenI'mnot

sleeping.

MomsayswhenIwasababyIwassotinyand

shealwayscradledmeinherarmswhenIwas



sleepingafraidthatIwouldbreakorsomething

Ilikedtobewarmthough.SowhenIhave

someonenexttome,Iratherbecoveredintheir

arms.

Him:Youactuallygavemeahardon

Me:What'sahardon

Ilookedupathimscrunchingmyfacein

confusion.

Hewassilentforamomentandthenheburst

outlaughing.

Him:You'retooinnocent,I'llexplainittoyou

anotherday.

Me:Whynotnow?Hard-on

Isaid,Myeyeslotupinunderstandingofthe

word.Ipunchedhimplayfullyonhischestashe

almostdoubledoverlaughing.

Whenhestoodupstraight,hislaughterdied

downashelookedstraightaheadof

me,with..fear?



SuddenlyIfelttwoarmswraparoundmywaist

pullingmeclosertoamuscularbody

Feelingahotbreathonmyearcausedmeto

havegoosebumpsallovermybodyforsome

reasonmybodybecameaware,theisonlyone

personwhogetsthatreactionoutofme

"Iguessmylittlemousewillplaywhenthebig

badcatisaway"

IjustFroze

WhippingmyselfaroundIlookeduptomeethis

browneyesandhisfacethatheldasinister

smirk.

"Missmeprincess?"

Yeses
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ItwaaReece,Calmasalways.Youknowhow



thatended

Igulpedinfear.

Iwasn'tgoingtogivehimthesatisfactionof

knowinghowmuchheaffectedme now.

Ilookedhimupanddown

TurningbacktolookatAnele,Ishrugged

Me:Idon'tknowhim,whoishe?

Iknowhowthatstung.

IheardReecechuckle,hisusualdeepthroaty

chuckle

Withquickreflexeshehadhishandclasped

firmlyonmyarm,turningmearound

Hefistedmyhairinhishandwhileheraisedhis

otherhandinanattemptedslap

Me:Reece.

Him:Sonowyouknowme?

Heaskedlettinggoofme



Anele:Don'tmanhandleher.

Reecetakeshiseyesoffmeforamomentto

glareathim,IfthatwasdirectedatmeI'dsure

wouldhavefainted

IflookscouldkillAnelewouldbesixfeetunder

ground.

Hisjawtwitched

Him:Alona,gowaitformeinthecar.

Waitforhiminthecar

Me:Waitforyouinthecar?Andifuni.

Him:What?

HeaskedinawaythatalsosaidI'mgivingyou

achancetosayotherwise.

Ijustshookmyhead.

Him:Alona.

Hesaidwarningly

Anele:LookManifshed-



Andbeforehecouldfinish,Reecepunchedhis

face.Ithappenedinablur

HestaggeredtowardshimandIquicklywentto

standinfrontofAneleinadefensivestance.

Reecejustgrabbedmebymyarmandthrew

measidelikeatwig.

HecornedAneleonhiscarandthrewpunches

Me:REECE!

Igotupandtriedpullinghimbyhisshirt

back,whoamIcomparedtohim

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisown,tryingto

gethisattentionwhichwasimpossible

Me:I'llgowithyou,I'llgo.Pleasejuststop.

Heseemedtolistentomesteppingawayfrom

Anelewhowaslayingonhissideontheground

coughingblood.

Ididn'twanttoleavehimlikethis.

IwassoscaredthatIstartedcrying.



ThelookonReeceeyesrightnow.

Reece:I'mnotdonewithyou,andyourfamily

hadbettergotyoucoveredbecausesoonthey'll

bepreparingforyourfuneral.Infact,I'llkillyou

andburnyoutoashesI'llsendanashesurnas

agift.

ItriedgoingtoAneletocheckonhimbutReece

threwmeoverhisshoulderlikeasackof

potatoesandheadedtowardshiscar.

Hethrewmeonthebackseatbeforeshutting

thedoorcloseandwenttohisside,hedrovelike

amaniactowhereverandIwasassuminghis

house

Indeed.

Heparked

Heopenedthedoortohishouse,lettingmein

firstthenfollowingafterashelocked



Hekissedme,catchingmebysurpriseandI

suprisedmyselfmorewhenIresponded.While

hedidhewasrippingmyshirtup.

SoonenoughIwasonlyleftinmybraand

panties

Imissedfeelinghismusclesfromhischest

pressupagainstmybody.

Hisstrongarmswrappedaroundmyback.

Seeingthewayhewaslookingatme,with

hungerinhiseyesmademewanthimthat

muchmore

Crashinghisliponmineonceagain

Hislipsweredemandingthistime.Hishands

wereslowlyroamingovermybody,feelingeach

andeverypartofme

Hishandcuppedmybreasts.Icouldn'tcontain

themoansIfeltwithhavinghimmakesoothing

motionsonmynipples.



Helaidmedownonthebed,kissingmebefore

pullingaway

Helookedatme,hepartedmylegs,lettinghis

handlingerinmyinnerthigh.

Him:Didyoufuckwithhim?

Heaskedwithseriousnessinhisvoice.

IshookmyheadasIgulped

Hereachedbetweenmylegsstartedrunning

hishandovermyfolds.Wasthisan

examination?Yeshewas.

Findingthetruth

Him:Good.

WhenIlookedathim,hewasstaringatmewith

intensity.

Hetookthatmomenttoplaceprotectiononhis

memberbeforeplacinghimselffullybetween

mylegs.Bothofhishandwereplacedonthe

sideofmyheadasIfelthismemberonmy



entrance

HeslammedinsidemefullforceandI

screamedoutinpainandthesupris

Hethrusthimselfinsideandoutofmeslowly

thefirstfewtimesthenhestartedthrusting

faster.HisthrustsweresofastIcouldalmost

feelthebedmoveeachtime.

Hewastoobigforme,anyway

ThepainIfeltwasovershadowedbyhowgood

itfelttohavehiminsideme.

After

Nowordswereexchangedbetweenus.

Ifeltexhaustedsomehow.Reecelaydownnext

tomeandthewasagapinbetweenusasI

wrappedmybodywiththeblankets,Ihadmy

backtohim.

IlovedeachandeverymomentIjusthadwith



himbutwhatnow.?

IKNOWIT'SSHORT,FORGIVEME.
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Welayinawkwardness,neitherofus

exchangingwordwiththeother

Ihadmybacktohimwrappedaroundina

blanketwhilehelayonhisbackhisarmsunder

hisheadfacingtheceiling

Heclearedhisthroat

Him:Alona

Isuckinmybreath

Me:Iknow,thiswasamistake.Itshouldn't

havehappenedespeciallynowthatwe'renot

together.Youdon'thavetosayit.

Isaidinonebreath,ithurtsayingit.



Iwasabouttogetupbutheheldmeback,

holdingmefrombehindwhilehehadmetohis

chest

Him:Nothing,Nothingiseveramistake

betweenus.Whateverhappens,theonly

mistakeIknowwasmebreakingupwithyou.I

knowIthoughtIwasdoingitforus,foryoubut

Iwasmistaken.

Hesighed,runninghishandthroughhishair.

Him:IknowI'manAsshole,asyounicelyliketo

putit.WellthisAssholelovesyouandIdon't

everwanttoletyougo,itdomebadlikeitdidin

thiswholemonth.Worstmonthofmylife.

Hepecksmycheek,nuzzlinghisfaceonmy

hairinhalingme.

"DamnIFuckenmissedyou"

Iheardhimmumble.

Imissedyoutoo.

Him:I'mreallysorryPrincess.



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Mondaymorning

IwokeupearlyandnowIhadtimetoHereI

wasabouttodrinkacupofcoffee,engulfedin

myownthoughtsthatIdidn'thearOzenterand

comeuprightbehindme

Him:BANG!

AlmostjumpingoutofmysitIturntoglareat

himasIhaveburnedmyselfwiththe

coffee,Quicklyputtingthecupdown

Me:YerrOz!

Hechuckles

Takingthecuptohishand,hetakesasipand

hisfaceimmediatelyturnedintoofdistaste

QuicklyMaskingit,helooksatme

Him:Ittastesgreat

Me:I'msureitdoes,youcanhaveit

Him:Noit'scool,Ifeellikedrinkingsomething



morestrongerthanit

Hesayspushingthecupmyway.

Igladlytakeitandtakeasip,readyforthewarm

liquidtomakeit'swaydownmythroattowarm

upmytummy

Butitdoesn't,Nowseriouslyjumpingoffmy

chairIgotakeitoutofmymouth

IhearHimlaughatthebackgroundbutI'mtoo

occupiedbygettingthetasteoutofmymouth

Him:Youactuallyputsometypespiceinthere

Me:Thenwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Him:Itsmeyoutalkingto,Remember?forallI

knowI'dkillaratandstuffitunderyourpillow

andIwouldn'ttellyou

tillIgettotoseethepricelessmoment..just

likethismoment,youshouldhaveseenyour

face.

Hesayscontinuingtolaugh



Isigh

Me:Canyoudrivemetoschool?

Him:Sureletsgo

Hesaidtakinghiscarkeysfromtherowof

manyother

Me:Khayonxiba

IsaidasIlookedathisbarecoveredintattoos

chestandgreyguttertrackpants

Heshookhishead.

Imightstandhereallarguingwithhimbackat

forthtillIforgetthatI'ms

AfterOzdrovemetoschool,IfoundRomeo

waitingformeatthegate

Him:Yourbrother

Hesaidbitinghislowerlip,Ismackedhimatthe

backofhishead

Hewhined



Him:Hey

Me:Don'teventhinkaboutit.

Him:Stilldoesn'tgiveyoutherightto

manhandleme

Ilookedathimforamomentthenburstout

laughing

Me:You'resodramatic

Him:Iknow.Sohowwasyourweekend?

Me:Nothingmuch.yours?

Him:Sameold,nothingmuchwhenyou're

glowingandyou'vegot(pullingmyscarfdown)

Iquicklyswatitaway

Him:Ahickey.

Him:It'sReeceisheback?

Inod

Him:Youguyssortedthingsout

Me:Sortof.



Him:Younothappythough

Me:I'mthinkingaboutAnele

Him:Reecehandledhim,hedidwell.

Irolledmyeyesathim

Me:You'dmakeagreatadditiontohisfamily

youknow

Him:I'mflatteredbutreally?.Reeceisamodel

andwhatamIcomparedtohim

Irolledmyeyes,sighing.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Afterschool

RightwhenIwasgettingoutofmylastclassI

gotacallfromZane

Ipicked

Me:Ohhwhatanicesurprise,where'sKhayone?

Hechuckled

Him:Yougottoletmespeakfirst,whatifI'm



callingyouforanemergencysituationandyou

stillaskingmeaboutmybaby

Me:Imisshim

Hesighs.

Him:Ohgod.WhateverI'msayingrightnow

doesn'tmatter,Icouldbedying

Me:ButYoustilltalkingtome,nowuphi?

Him:GrannieshouseandI'mheretopickyou

up

AsIstoodoutsidetheschoolgate.Ilooked

aroundstandingonmytiptoessoIcouldat

leastseepastthesetallheads

IspottedhiminsidehiscarandIheaded

towardshim

Igotin

Greetinghimproperly

Him:Reecesentmetogetyouandtakeyouto

hishouse



Me:Why?

Heshrugged

Me:He'snotplanningonkillingmeishe?

Him:Whatdidyoudo?

Ishrugged

Him:Icanassureyou,hewon't.

Reecewasinhisgym

IstoodforacoupleofminutesasIwatched

himhitthehugeleatherbag,Ithinkitwaseven

biggerthanme.Hewasn'twearingboxing

glovesnowhowdoeshedoit?

Histonedchestcoveredinsweatthenhis

messyhairstillhelookedgorgeous.

Whenhecametowardsme,Itookafew

cautiousstepsback.Hegotawareofthemove

andstoodwerehewas



Him:Princess,Howwasschool?

Ishruggednotansweringhim.

Him:ImissedyousoIthoughtI'dgetZaneto

pickyouupsinceI

Isnortedandhepaidnoattentiontoitand

continued..

Him:Imadeyourfavouritesnackandm-

Me:Don'tyouthinkitsalittlebitlateforyouto

acttheeperfectboyfriend

Hesighs

Him:SoyouacceptedI'dneverbeperfectand

wentouttofindtheperfectguyAnelehu?what

makesyouthinkitsokayandI'mgonnabeokay

withyoudatingsomeonefrommygang?

Ishrugged

Me:Youdumpedme,remember?Nowyoucan't

tellmewhoandwhonottodate.JustlikeI

don'ttellyouwhonottofuck,ImeanThembisa



isalsoinyourgangremember.?

Him:Areyoualwaysgoingtoremindmeabout

thateverytimeweargue?,waytogotoprove

yourchildshnessinfactI'msotemptedtostrip

youoffthatuniformmaybethenwegonnahave

aconversation.

Ishrugged

Me:Dowhatever.Youdoasyoupleasewithme

right?I'myourpuppetjustpullthestrings

Reece,youthebosseh?

Istaredathim.

HecametowardsmeandIstoodmyground,he

tookmebymyhandandIfollowedhimintohis

roomsittingdownnexttohim.

Me:Whydoyouthinkthinkitsokayforyouto

comeandgoasyoupleaseinmylife?Doyou

knowhowmuchyouhurtme

Him:Icanonlyimagine,butIthoughtIwas

doingtherightthingandnowthatIrealizedit



wasn'tworking,thatIcouldn'tstayaway.I

cameback,foryou.

Me:Youcamebackandfoundmewith

someoneelse,tryingtomoveon

Him:Youwere'trying'

Me:Doesitmatter?Youcouldhaveatleast

respectedme.Givemetimetomakemyown

decision,todecidewhatIwantedtodowithhim.

Him:Iwouldhavekilledhimeitherwayanyway.

Me:That'stheonlywayyouknowhowtofix

yourproblems.

Him:That'snottheonlyway,ImeanIhaven't

killedyou

Me:Whatdidyoudotohim

Him:Whydoesitmatter

Me:Icareabouthimjustlikehedoesforme

andIL-

HepointedatmewithhislongfingerbeforeI



couldfinish

Him:Idareyoutofinishthat.IswearNdizok'

xhomangeenyawointlokoijongeezantsion

thatbalcony.

Ikeptquiet.WellIstilllikeAnele

Him:Whothefuckdoeshethinkheistohave

thegutstotakewhathisbosshad?,IfIlethim

himgowhatmessageamIgivingtomygang

members?'goaheadyouwelcometotryyour

luckwithmy(pointingathischest)girl'Thee

FuckenLEADERSgirl'.I'llblowhisbrainsandI'll

doitmyself.Hecan'tfuckenmesswithwhat's

mine,doesn'tmatterifwewereinabreakupor

not.
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Welayinawkwardness,neitherofus

exchangingwordwiththeother

Ihadmybacktohimwrappedaroundina



blanketwhilehelayonhisbackhisarmsunder

hisheadfacingtheceiling

Heclearedhisthroat

Him:Alona

Isuckinmybreath

Me:Iknow,thiswasamistake.Itshouldn't

havehappenedespeciallynowthatwe'renot

together.Youdon'thavetosayit.

Isaidinonebreath,ithurtsayingit.

Iwasabouttogetupbutheheldmeback,

holdingmefrombehindwhilehehadmetohis

chest

Him:Nothing,Nothingiseveramistake

betweenus.Whateverhappens,theonly

mistakeIknowwasmebreakingupwithyou.I

knowIthoughtIwasdoingitforus,foryoubut

Iwasmistaken.

Hesighed,runninghishandthroughhishair.



Him:IknowI'manAsshole,asyounicelyliketo

putit.WellthisAssholelovesyouandIdon't

everwanttoletyougo,itdomebadlikeitdidin

thiswholemonth.Worstmonthofmylife.

Hepecksmycheek,nuzzlinghisfaceonmy

hairinhalingme.

"DamnIFuckenmissedyou"

Iheardhimmumble.

Imissedyoutoo.

Him:I'mreallysorryPrincess.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Mondaymorning

IwokeupearlyandnowIhadtimetoHereI

wasabouttodrinkacupofcoffee,engulfedin

myownthoughtsthatIdidn'thearOzenterand

comeuprightbehindme

Him:BANG!

AlmostjumpingoutofmysitIturntoglareat



himasIhaveburnedmyselfwiththe

coffee,Quicklyputtingthecupdown

Me:YerrOz!

Hechuckles

Takingthecuptohishand,hetakesasipand

hisfaceimmediatelyturnedintoofdistaste

QuicklyMaskingit,helooksatme

Him:Ittastesgreat

Me:I'msureitdoes,youcanhaveit

Him:Noit'scool,Ifeellikedrinkingsomething

morestrongerthanit

Hesayspushingthecupmyway.

Igladlytakeitandtakeasip,readyforthewarm

liquidtomakeit'swaydownmythroattowarm

upmytummy

Butitdoesn't,Nowseriouslyjumpingoffmy

chairIgotakeitoutofmymouth

IhearHimlaughatthebackgroundbutI'mtoo



occupiedbygettingthetasteoutofmymouth

Him:Youactuallyputsometypespiceinthere

Me:Thenwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Him:Itsmeyoutalkingto,Remember?forallI

knowI'dkillaratandstuffitunderyourpillow

andIwouldn'ttellyou

tillIgettotoseethepricelessmoment..just

likethismoment,youshouldhaveseenyour

face.

Hesayscontinuingtolaugh

Isigh

Me:Canyoudrivemetoschool?

Him:Sureletsgo

Hesaidtakinghiscarkeysfromtherowof

manyother

Me:Khayonxiba

IsaidasIlookedathisbarecoveredintattoos

chestandgreyguttertrackpants



Heshookhishead.

Imightstandhereallarguingwithhimbackat

forthtillIforgetthatI'ms

AfterOzdrovemetoschool,IfoundRomeo

waitingformeatthegate

Him:Yourbrother

Hesaidbitinghislowerlip,Ismackedhimatthe

backofhishead

Hewhined

Him:Hey

Me:Don'teventhinkaboutit.

Him:Stilldoesn'tgiveyoutherightto

manhandleme

Ilookedathimforamomentthenburstout

laughing

Me:You'resodramatic

Him:Iknow.Sohowwasyourweekend?



Me:Nothingmuch.yours?

Him:Sameold,nothingmuchwhenyou're

glowingandyou'vegot(pullingmyscarfdown)

Iquicklyswatitaway

Him:Ahickey.

Him:It'sReeceisheback?

Inod

Him:Youguyssortedthingsout

Me:Sortof.

Him:Younothappythough

Me:I'mthinkingaboutAnele

Him:Reecehandledhim,hedidwell.

Irolledmyeyesathim

Me:You'dmakeagreatadditiontohisfamily

youknow

Him:I'mflatteredbutreally?.Reeceisamodel

andwhatamIcomparedtohim



Irolledmyeyes,sighing.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Afterschool

RightwhenIwasgettingoutofmylastclassI

gotacallfromZane

Ipicked

Me:Ohhwhatanicesurprise,where'sKhayone?

Hechuckled

Him:Yougottoletmespeakfirst,whatifI'm

callingyouforanemergencysituationandyou

stillaskingmeaboutmybaby

Me:Imisshim

Hesighs.

Him:Ohgod.WhateverI'msayingrightnow

doesn'tmatter,Icouldbedying

Me:ButYoustilltalkingtome,nowuphi?

Him:GrannieshouseandI'mheretopickyou



up

AsIstoodoutsidetheschoolgate.Ilooked

aroundstandingonmytiptoessoIcouldat

leastseepastthesetallheads

IspottedhiminsidehiscarandIheaded

towardshim

Igotin

Greetinghimproperly

Him:Reecesentmetogetyouandtakeyouto

hishouse

Me:Why?

Heshrugged

Me:He'snotplanningonkillingmeishe?

Him:Whatdidyoudo?

Ishrugged

Him:Icanassureyou,hewon't.



Reecewasinhisgym

IstoodforacoupleofminutesasIwatched

himhitthehugeleatherbag,Ithinkitwaseven

biggerthanme.Hewasn'twearingboxing

glovesnowhowdoeshedoit?

Histonedchestcoveredinsweatthenhis

messyhairstillhelookedgorgeous.

Whenhecametowardsme,Itookafew

cautiousstepsback.Hegotawareofthemove

andstoodwerehewas

Him:Princess,Howwasschool?

Ishruggednotansweringhim.

Him:ImissedyousoIthoughtI'dgetZaneto

pickyouupsinceI

Isnortedandhepaidnoattentiontoitand

continued..

Him:Imadeyourfavouritesnackandm-



Me:Don'tyouthinkitsalittlebitlateforyouto

acttheeperfectboyfriend

Hesighs

Him:SoyouacceptedI'dneverbeperfectand

wentouttofindtheperfectguyAnelehu?what

makesyouthinkitsokayandI'mgonnabeokay

withyoudatingsomeonefrommygang?

Ishrugged

Me:Youdumpedme,remember?Nowyoucan't

tellmewhoandwhonottodate.JustlikeI

don'ttellyouwhonottofuck,ImeanThembisa

isalsoinyourgangremember.?

Him:Areyoualwaysgoingtoremindmeabout

thateverytimeweargue?,waytogotoprove

yourchildshnessinfactI'msotemptedtostrip

youoffthatuniformmaybethenwegonnahave

aconversation.

Ishrugged

Me:Dowhatever.Youdoasyoupleasewithme



right?I'myourpuppetjustpullthestrings

Reece,youthebosseh?

Istaredathim.

HecametowardsmeandIstoodmyground,he

tookmebymyhandandIfollowedhimintohis

roomsittingdownnexttohim.

Me:Whydoyouthinkthinkitsokayforyouto

comeandgoasyoupleaseinmylife?Doyou

knowhowmuchyouhurtme

Him:Icanonlyimagine,butIthoughtIwas

doingtherightthingandnowthatIrealizedit

wasn'tworking,thatIcouldn'tstayaway.I

cameback,foryou.

Me:Youcamebackandfoundmewith

someoneelse,tryingtomoveon

Him:Youwere'trying'

Me:Doesitmatter?Youcouldhaveatleast

respectedme.Givemetimetomakemyown

decision,todecidewhatIwantedtodowithhim.



Him:Iwouldhavekilledhimeitherwayanyway.

Me:That'stheonlywayyouknowhowtofix

yourproblems.

Him:That'snottheonlyway,ImeanIhaven't

killedyou

Me:Whatdidyoudotohim

Him:Whydoesitmatter

Me:Icareabouthimjustlikehedoesforme

andIL-

HepointedatmewithhislongfingerbeforeI

couldfinish

Him:Idareyoutofinishthat.IswearNdizok'

xhomangeenyawointlokoijongeezantsion

thatbalcony.

Ikeptquiet.WellIstilllikeAnele

Him:Whothefuckdoeshethinkheistohave

thegutstotakewhathisbosshad?,IfIlethim

himgowhatmessageamIgivingtomygang



members?'goaheadyouwelcometotryyour

luckwithmy(pointingathischest)girl'Thee

FuckenLEADERSgirl'.I'llblowhisbrainsandI'll

doitmyself.Hecan'tfuckenmesswithwhat's

mine,doesn'tmatterifwewereinabreakupor

not.
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StillatReece'shouse

Whenhegotbackfromthebathroom

Hehadatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist

Isatattheedgeofthebed

Hesatdownnexttomyside,sighing



Heplacedmeonhislap,makingmefacehim

withmylegsoneitherside

Withthebackofhishand,hetowipesthe

tears

Him:I'msorry.Iunderstandwhatyoumeanand

Iunderstandhowmybehaviourmighthave

comeacrossasuncaringandinconsiderate.

Inod.

Hepecksmylipsthengoesdowntomyneck

andnextthingIknow

He'sunbuttoningmyshirt

Iputmyhandsonhistopullthemoff

Iwatchedashefrowned

Me:Ineedtogethome,it'sprettylate

Him:Aquickie?

Heaskedsnakinghishandundermyskirton

eithersideofmythigh

Ishookmyhead



Him:Okay.

Igotupfromhimandwenttomakemyselflook

properinthebathroombeforegoingout

Reecewasalreadyoutandhetookmybagwith

Ifoundhiminhiskitchenmaking

sandwiches,avocadosandwhichestobe

specefic

Me:Ithoughtyouhadalreadymademeasnack

Him:Zanesnatchedthemonhiswayout.

Hesaidfillingthesandwichwithcoldmeat,

cheeseandafewotherthings

Itlookedgreatandwhenhewasdone

Heslidtheplatetowardsme,Itookitandthe

bottleofwateronthesidebeforemakingmy

wayoutonhiscar.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Followingday



IwasinmyroomstudyingforapaperIwas

goingtowritetomorrowafterIcamebackfrom

schoolalittlebittooearly.

Mybrotherwasn'thome.

Iheardthemydooropenbeforeitshutclosed

someoneentering

Me:Ozzie,Please.Idon'tneedyoutobugme

rightnow

Isaidnotlookingupfrommysheet

"Ozzieeh?.Princess"

Me:Reece.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Imissedyou

Me:Reeceyoualwaysseeme

Him:Well,Istillmissyou

Hesaidlayingdownonhisstomachbesideme.

Me:Ineedyoutobequite,just30minutesclean.

Isaidandhenod



Helayonhissideanditwasn'tacoupleof

minutesbeforeIfelthishandcreepingupmy

backtopulltheclipofmybraoff.

Ishruggedhimoffglaringathim.

Heplayedwithmyhairputtingitatthebackoff

myearsohecouldseemyfaceclearlyandit

wouldn'tdisturbme,thoughtfulofhimuntilhe

decidedtopullitallinthefront

Isighed

Pushingitbackandputting..

Him:Awuserious(i)nje

Hesaidtakingtheanswersheetfromme

analysingitforaminutebeforehetookmy

pencilandscribbledonthepaper

WhenItookit,hehadansweredallthesums

Hediditeasilyandeffortlesslymakingmefeel

dumbalittle

Ijumpedonhimhuggingthelivingdaylightsas



webothrolledoverontheothersideofthe

bed,makinghimfallfirstandmeontop.

..

Heshowedmehowtodothem.

Me:You'reagenius

Isaidkissinghischeek.

Him:Iwashomeschooledallmylife

Me:Figures,Youneverwenttoanormalschool?

Heshookhishead.

Iwaspackingawaymybookswhenwewere

done

Him:AhhPrincess..

Hetrailedoff

Him:Ineedyoutodomeafavour.

Inod



Me:Okay.

Him:Don'tfreakout.

Inodagain

Hetookmebymyhandspullingmetostandin

between.

Him:Ineedyoutodomeadelivery.

Iarchedmyeyebrowsupinconfusion

Me:Whatdelivery?.

Him:Deliverabagtoaguyandhealsogives

youabagthenyoudone.

Me:Bagwithwhat?

Him:YougivehimabagwithElbowthenhe

givesyouabagwithmoney.

Me:What'sElbow?

Hepausesforaminute,scratchingthebackof

hisneck



Him:Acouplepoundsofdrugs
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Love

Isitlovethatisblindoritmakesyoublind?

Idon'tknow,buthereIwas

Reecepickedmeupafterschoolanddroveto

hishouse

IwasstillinmyschooluniformandReecesaid

itwasbetterthatway.Hehadgivenmea

mediumsizedblackspotsandinsidewasthe

whitepowder

Iwasshaking,scared.Idon'tknowhowhegot

metodothis.

Iwasonmywaytothegivendestinationto

meetthe"client"

Thebagfeltheavyonmyshoulder,itwasn't



reallyheavy.Bendi'tyiwasisazelait'slikeasI

walkedinthemalleveryone'seyeswere

focusedonit.

Takeadeepbreath.

You'rejustaschoolgirlcomingfromapractice

afterschool.you'retiredandhungryandnow

yougrabbingsomethingtoeat.

Igottotherestaurantplace

GulpingnervouslyasIlookedaroundforaguy

inasuit,blacksuittobespecific

Thewerealotifguysdressedinasuitthough.

Okay,Lightestshadeofgreytie

He'swhite.

Darkhair,Blueeyes.Bodyweighti-

Ohthereheis.

Ispottedhimsittingaloneatatable,stirringa

cupofcoffeeIassume.

Iheadedtowherehewas.



Sittingdown.

Isettledthebagdownnexttomeandgreeted

theguy

Helookedatmeasiftryingtofiguremeout.

Itwasabriefmeetingwithmehandingoverthe

bagandtakingtheonehebroughtwithme.

IorderedandwhenitcameIleftwithitheading

toReece'shouse

OnmywayIcouldn'tshakethefeelingthatI

knowtheguy.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Openingthedoor,Thebastardwaswithhis

friends

Allgatheredtogetherattheloungedrinking

Itooktheheavybagonmyshoulderandwent

toplaceitatthetableinthemiddleoftheroom.

Iopenedittakinganddumpingtheofmoney

onthetable,itwasalotandmyeyesalmost



bulgeout.

Iwatchedallofthemalltheirmouthsagape

Don'tgetthiswrong

Itwasn'tbecauseofthemoney,they'veprobably

seenalotmorethanthis.ItwasbecauseIwas

abletopullthisandcamethisfar.

Iwentupstairs,goingtoReece'sroomtoget

mybag

IbumpedintoReecewhilegettingoutofhis

room

Iattemptedtopasshimbuthetookmyhand.

Snatchingitaway

Me:Ndiyeke(Leavemealone)

Isaidshovinghimbyhischesttogetaway

frommebutheputhishandsoneithersideof

myface.Leaningforwardandkissingme

RightthenandthereIforgotIwassupposedto

bemadathimformakingmedoit



Hedidn'tforcemeoranything,itwasmychoice

Butstillitwashisplan.

Him:Iloveyou

Aww

Me:Youdon'tdowhatyoudotosomeoneyou

love.Nosanerelationshi-

Him:Youcan'tcompareourrelationshipto

others,youandIweunique.

Isighed,Iwastiredandannoyed

Him:Areyoufine?

Inod

Him:Yousure?.Hedidn'tsayanythingtoscare

youorm-

Me:ReeceI'mfineIjustwanttogohome

Him:Youmadatme?

Me:Notreally.

Him:I'msorry.



Me:Sure.

Hetookmyschoolbagfrommeandfollowed

behindaswemadeourwaydownstairs.

Passingbytheguys,themoneywasstillthere

ItwassilentasImademywaytowardsit.

Itookastackandmademywayout

IwantedtoknowwhatReecewasgonnasay

nordobutsurprisinglyhesaynothing

Hedrovemehomeandwhenheparkedoutside

mybrothershouseIwasabouttogetoutwhen

hespokeup

Him:YisaphaAlona(Giveitback)

Me:Andifuni.(Idon'twantto)

Him:I'msureyoudon'twantit,considering

whereitcamefromandforwhat.

Me:Idon'tcare.Myhandsarealreadydirty

anyway.

Him:Uzayithini?Iyak'sindanoksindainyour



smallhands.(Whatareyougoingtodowithit?)

Me:Shopping

Him:I'llgiveyoumycards

Ireachedmyhandouttohim

Hesearchedhispocket,takingouthiswallet

Him:Idon'treallyshophereforclothes,these

areforeign.

Me:I'msureyouhavetheonewhereyouhave

yourmoneyallinit

Heplaceditonthepalmofmyhand,lookingat

itandgrinning

Hecalledouthispin.Iperkedhischeekandgot

outofthecar

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Saturdaymorning

WedecidedtogooutshoppingwithRomeo

sinceIhadthecardwithmeandIwasmore

thanhappytouseit.



WhenIwasdonegettingready.

Iwasonmywayout

Oz:Whereyougoing

Me:Mall.

Oz:Shoppingforclothes?

Inod

Him:Doyouneedmoneyorsomething?

Me:I'msorted,goingtousejustalittlebitofmy

savings

Ilied

Him:Okay

Me:Youcandrivemethere.

..

..

ImetupwithRomeoattheentrance.



Wewentcrazyandstartedgoinginandoutof

thestores

Wewereevengoingtotheonesweusually

passbecausetheytooexpensiveandyou

usuallygetjustatopwithallyour6months

saving.

IhadthecardandIwasplanningonusingall

themoneytillitrunsout.

1700deducted

600 deducted

350 deducted

Reeceprobablygotamessagesomewhere

alongthoselineseverytimeIswipedwithhis

card.

Hemustbefuming.

Wespenthalfthedaythere,gettingournails

doneforthefirsttime

Goingtothespaforamassage,sincewe



neededityouknowjusttoRelievegrade12

stress

Ourhairdone,AteatthisChineserestaurant

WedidalotofthingswiththecardandIthought

bynowthemoneywouldhaveranoutbutno.

Thiscardwaslimitless

Wereallyenjoyedthedayandwe'dneverforget

it.Itwasthebest.

Later.IhadtogetacabtodrivemetoReece's

house

Ihadalotofbags,heckIcan'tevenremember

someofthethingsIgot

WhenIgotthere.

Thecabdriverwasgentlemanenoughtogo

backandforthtakingmybagsallinsidewhileI

waitedoutsidewiththeothers

Ithankedhimandwentoninwiththelasttwo



bags

Reecewasaloneoccupiedwithhislaptop

WhenIlookedathisfacialexpression,hewas

hisusualseriousself.Hisjawtwitchingeverso

slightly.

Hewascalm.

Isatdownnexttohim

Restingmyheadonthearmrestandmyfeetup

ontopofhislap.

Isighedtiredly
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Isatdownnexttohim

Restingmyheadonthearmrestandmyfeetup

ontopofhislap.

Isighedtiredly



Him:Youevengotyournailsdone.

Ishowedhimmyhands,grinning.

Theywerereallynice

Helookedatmeafterlookingatthem

Puttinghislaptopaside.

Heturnedtome

Him:Iwanttoseeyournaturalnails,now

Me:Ijustgotthesedone.

Him:So?Comeon.Doit

Ishookmyhead.

Him:I'lldoitmyself

HesaidtakingmyhandandItriedpullingit

backbutitwasalmostimpossible

Hestartedpickingonmyfingers,redoingallthe

nailsIhadplanted

Hewasdonelater,leavingmynailswithpieces

ofglue



Him:See.Nowthat'smorelikeyou.

Hesaidkissingthebackofmyhand.

Ifuriouslycrossedmyarmstomychest.

Him:So.Didyouhavefun?

Inod

Him:AndYouspentalot.

Hestatedmatteroffact

Me:Couldn'tresist,Worsethecardwaslimit

less.Ha!Ifyoucouldhaveseenthelookon

peoplesfaceswhenItakethecardout.That

cardismagic,Itwasswipe-afterswipe,swipe

aftersw-

Istoppedmidsentenceasheglaredatme.

Him:Thenitwasmessageaftermessage.You

surespentalot,remindmenottoevergiveyou

mycardagain.Nowgiveitback.

Ishookmyhead

Him:Alona



Me:Can'tIkeepit?

Him:No!

Me:Please?

Him:NoAlona

Me:Mxm,Ina.

Isaidgivinghimthecard.

Me:Ineedspaceforthese,inyourcloset

Imotionedtoplasticbags

Him:Whyyoukeepingthemhere?

ThereasonIwaskeepingthemherewas

becauseididn'twantmybrotheraskingme

questions.

Me:Whynot?Youwantyourwhorestoc-

Hequicklykissesmeshuttingmefromsaying

anythingthat'llleadmeintothrowingafitand



enduparguing

Him:Youmorethanwelcometokeepthem

here,Idon'tmind.I'llgetsomeonetoputthem

foryou.

Me:Thankyou.

Isaidpeckinghislips

Me:NowIneedtogohome

Him:It'sstillearly

Me:I'mtired

Him:Youcansleephere

Me:Youwon'twakemeupandyouknowbythe

timeIwakeupitwouldbelate.

Hegrinned.

Him:Okay.Justafewminuteswithme.Maybe

youcanwearthethingsyouboughtandletme

see.Maybeyoucanstartbywearingalingerie

Iglaredathim



Me:WhywouldIevenbuythat.

Him:Becauseyougotaman..

Hetrailedoff,Ilookedathimpersuadinghim

withmyeyestoconvincememore.

Hesighed

Him:Youdidn'tevengetasexynumber,sleep

wear?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Igotthosecottonsleepingjumpsuits,its

pinkhasthesetinyearsontop

Him:That'soneofthethingsyougotwiththe

card?

Inod

Hechuckles,gettingup

HedragsmewithtothekitchensoIcouldhelp

himcook.

Isatonthekitchenbarandwatchedhimashe

stirred



Me:Whyaren'tyouwearingashirt

Him:AmIdistractingyou?

Heaskedwigglinghiseyebrows

Me:Maybe,andmaybeyourtattoosarealso

distracting

Him:Whataboutthem

Me:Youhavealot

Heshrugged.

Him:IfirsthadonewhenIwasfourteenMe:

Fourteen?AtthattimeIknewnothingabout

tattoos,Istillplayeddollswithmyfriends

Him:AndIwasoutgoingtodealings.Age

fourteenImademyfirstkillandmyfatherwas

soproudthathetookmetohaveatattoo

Me:Didyouwantto?Didyouwantit

Heshookhishead

Him:IwasforcedtodobothandIhadnosay.



Me:Wherewasyourbrotherinallofthis,I

meanhewastheeldestmaybehecouldhave

protectedyou

Hesnorted

Him:Hecouldn'tevenifhetried,Heranaway

fromhomeandchosetolivewithgrandma.

Atleasttherehewassaferfromthatbastard.I

alsotriedtoescapeunfortunatelyIdidn'tmake

it.Hecaughtme,draggedmetothebasement

wherehehitmeandtorturedmeonsome

machinebeforelockingmeupthereforthe

wholeweektostarve.

Me:Yourmom?

Him:Sheknewbetterthantostandupto

him,everyoneknewbetter.ThatshitwasAwful.

Me:I'msorry

Him:It'swaterunderthebridgenow,don'tworry

love.

Hetriedtolaugh,hidinghisemotions



Hecametostandinbetweenmylegs,wrapping

hisarmsaroundmywaistandrestinghischin

onmyshoulder

Iranmyhandthroughhishair

Me:Reece

"Mhh"

Hewasfallingasleeponme

Me:Whyisyourhairsoftandcurly?Imeanit's

almostimpossibleforaXhosat-.

Him:WhosaidI'mXhosa?

Ishrugged.

Me:Ifigured.

Him:Mymomhasaxhosabackgroundbut

she'snotreallyxhosa,Andme?I'mjusta

mixedrace.I'lltellyouaboutitsomeothert-

Me:Ithinkyourpotisburning.

HeturnedaroundandIheardhimcussunder

hisbreath.



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Someotherday.

Iwasinthemiddleofmakingdinnerandmy

brotherwaswatchingTVinthesittingroom

alone.

WhenIhavedishedoutforthebothofusIwent

withtheplates

Ihandedhimhisandwasabouttoseatdown

whenthewasaknockatthedoor.

IheardOzgrumblesomething

Him:Ithoughtgodhadmyback.Whyleta

visitorcomerightwhenI'mabouttoeat.

Openingthedoor

Myeyesmethis

ItwastheWhiteguyIhaddeliveredthebagtoa

coupledaysago.

Whattheheckdoeshewanthere?



Iswallowednervously

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

"Whosethere?"Iheardmybrothershoutoutin

theback

ButIwastoostunnedtoanswer

Guy:Yourfather.

Thisissofuckenclicheit'snotevenfunnyright

now.
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Istoodthere,toostunnedtosaynordo

something

SuddenlyMybrotherwasbesidemeI

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?



Heasked,grittingthroughhisteeth.

TheguyTsk(ed)

Guy:That'snowaytogreetyouroldman,Son.

I'mheretoseemychildren,specificallyyou

(lookingatme)mydaughter.

Huh?

Oz:Wehadanagreement,youweremeantto

stayaway

Guy:IagreedbutIwouldn'thaveifIreallyknew

therealreasonyouandyourmomwantedme

to.

Hesaid,nowlookingatme.

Ilookedatmybrotherashelookedatmewith

thecornerofhiseye

Oz:Alonagotoyourroom

Me:No

Oz:Alona.

Ishookmyhead,ifhewantedtosaysomething



heshouldsayitinfrontofme

ThisalsoinvolvesmesoIwantedtoknowwhat

goingon

Guy:Aren'tyougoingtowelcomeyourfatherin

Oz:Younotwelcomehere

Buthewashalfwayinanyway,lookingaround

andnoddingin..Approval

Guy:You'vedonewellforyourself,Son.

Hesaid,makingtheword'son'moreclearasif

hewastauntinghimsomehow.

Him:MyBeutifuldaughter

HesaidtryingtotouchmycheekbutOz

immediatelystoppedhim

Oz:Don'tyoudaretouchher.

Guy:Andwhoareyoutotellmewheretogetoff

?,I'mherfather



Ozsnorted

Oz:Afatheryouare.

Hesaidsarcastically.

Me:Oz,what'sgoingonhere?

Iasked,speakingforthefirsttimesincehe

arrivedhere

Guy:Tellher,Tellherwhatyouandyourmother

did.

Ozglaredathim

Guy:I'lltellher.Yousee,Yourbrotherhereand

yourmother.Decideditwouldbebesttokeep

usapart,tocutmeoffyourlifecompletelyand

actlikeIneverexisted,Idon'tknowwhich

Me:Whywouldyoudothat?

IwhisperedasilookedatOz

Oz:Youwon'tunderstand-,wewantedtoprotect

you



Guy:Protectherfromwhat?Herown

father,howpathetic.

Oz:Justshutup

Guy:Don'tforgetwhoyoutalkingto

Oz:WhoamItalkingto.?Youdon'tfuckentell

me-

Me:Ineedanexplanationnottobeinthe

middleofanargumentrightnow.

..

..

Saturdaymorning

InthemiddleofaphonecallwithReece

Me:Youmademedeliverdrugstomyown

father.

Him:Ididn'tknow.



Me:Youdidn'tknow?YouknowwhatIthink,I

thinkyouplannedthiswholething

Him:WhywouldI?

Me:Youhaveamesseduprelationshipwith

yourfathernowyouwanttoruinminealso.

Him:ReallyAlona?,youthinkI'ddothattoyou

Sighinginfrustration

Me:I'msorry.ItsjustthatI'mstressedbythis

wholethingand-

Him:Fine.Igetit

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:Notsogreatrightnow.

Me:Theyliedtome,allmylifetheyletme

believeanyscenariosImadeaboutmyfather

whiletheyknewwellheexistedjustthathe

didn'tknowIexisted,theypushedhimaway

fromme



Him:Thatsucks,butI'msuretheyhadtheir

reasons

Me:Toprotectme

Irolledmyeyes

Him:Yourfather..isoneofthedangerousguys

Alona.He'sinthegame

Me:Justlikeyou,Justlikemybrotherand

accepteditjustfineandIwouldhavedonethe

sametohim,ifonlytheyhadgivenmeachance

toknowhim.

Him:Youdon'tunderstand

Me:Whydoyouallkeepsayingthat

Him:Justbecareful.

Me:Youknowhimwell?

Him:No,Butidoknowhe'sonegreedyfuc-

Man.Canyoupassthephonetoyourbrother

Me:No.Idon'tevenwanttoseehim

Him:Alona,justdoitforme



Me:Cabautheniwena.

Him:Youloveme.

Me:Fine.

Iwenttohisroom,hewasintheprocessof

gettingup

Ihandedhimthephoneandwentoutheading

tothekitchentomakemyselfbreakfast

OnSaturdaysIusuallymakeEnglishbreakfast

formybrotherandI,justachangeofscenery

becausewehavecerealthroughthewhole

week.

NowsinceIwasstillmadathim,Iwasn'tgoing

todoanything

ImadethebowlofcerealandrightthenwhenI

wasabouttositdownIheardthenotification

sound.

Afterchecking,Iwenttoopenthedoorandin

came..Myfather



Him:AlovelymorningandworsewhenI'm

seeingmysunshine.

Hesaidkissingmyforehead.

Okay.

Him:Iwashopingwecouldgograbacoffeeso

thatwecancatchupandgettoknoweach

other

Me:Itwouldtakemorethanonecupofcoffee

tocatchupaboutallyou'vemissedinmylife

Him:Iknow,andI'mwillingtotakeyououteach

andeveryday,tospendallthetimeIcanget

withyouandthat'sonlyifyouagree.

Inod

Me:Okay.Letmegofreshenupthenwecango.
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AfternoonIwashomeaftergoingoutwithmy

father.



Him:Wherewereyou?Umkanjaniunga

xelangaubauyaphiAlona?(Howdoyougoout

withoutlettingmeknow)

Me:I'mherenow

Ishrugged

Walkingawayfromhimwhenhegrabsmeby

myarmandturnsmetolookathim

Him:Don'tyoudaregivemeattitude.Iknow

whatIdidwaswrongbutitdoesn'tgiveyouthe

righttoactthewayyouactnow

Me:Ndiyeke!(Leavemealone)

Isaidtrashingfromhishold

Helashedmebymyhairbackandslappedme

Him:Ucimb'uthethanabaAlona.

Heaskedgrittingthroughhisteethashelooked

downatme,hestillhadmyhairfistedandthe

lookhegavemerightnowscaresmeshit

Istartedcrying,that'stheonlywayIcould



escapethissituation

HeletgoofmeandIsprintedofftomyroom.

Ispentmostofthedaylockedupinmyroom.

Laterthatday

Momdecidedtovisit,currentlyatthelounge

withbothofthem.

Mom:Babywesorry.

ShesaidtryingtotakemyhandinhersbutI

moveditaway.

Oz:There'snothingwrongwedid,wewere

tryingtoprotectherandtheleastshecoulddo

istothankusandstopbeingalittle

spoilt,ungratefulbrat

Hespitoutvenomously

Irolledmyeyes.WhichissomethingIshouldn't

havedoneinthissituation,Icouldhavegotten

awaywithitifitwasanyotherdaybutnottoday



becausethenextthingIknowI'mslappedonce

again

Ithappenedinablur.ImeanIdidn'tseewhenhe

gottome

Me:Hitmeallyouwantbutitwon'tstopme

fromwantingtobuildarelationshipwithmy

father

IsaidhiccuppingasIwascrying

Hesnorted.

Him:Somefatheryouhave,Iwouldthinktwice

beforedoinganythingwiththatshit

Mom:Ozamokuhle!

Shetriedstoppinghim

Him:Nomom.Sheneedstoknowthe

truth,abouther'father'.Didhetellyouthatheis

dealingwithallsortsofcrime.Arms

smuggling,Humantraffickingandownsaclub

wherehesignsinandmanipulateyounggirls

intoprostitutiondidhetellyouh-



Mom:OZAMOKUHLE!

Him:Didhefuckentellyouthathefor-he

Rapedmomthenkwa'bakhowena?

IshookmyheadindisbeliefofwhatI'm

hearing,Tearsblurredmyvision

Him:Hewouldhavemademoneyoutofyou.

You'regirlchildafterallandhewouldhaveused

you.Hewouldhavegambledwithyou,that's

howcruelandgreedyhecanbe,Actuallyhe'sfar

worsethanthatandI'msureyoudon'twantto

know,Toknowthatyourfathermadeaplanout

foryouevenbeforeyouwereborn,how

disappointedhewasthatIwasaboyan-

Momcuthimoffagainandthistimearoundhe

shuthismouth.

IwasasobbingmessandsomewhereinI

couldn'thandlethenewfoundinformation

IstartedhavingtroublebreathingandIfisted

myshirtonthesidechest,itfeltlikeitwas



closingonmeorsomethingwasblockingme

fromreleasingair

Istartedheaving

Mom:Izanamanzi

Hesprintedtothekitchenandcamebackwith

aglass.

ItookacautioussipcouseIknewforafactifI

drankhurriedlyI'dbeblockedevenmore

Iclosedmyeyesforamomenttryingtogather

myselfbutitwasalmostimpossible.

Igotupbutfelldownagainasdarkness

consumedme.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ItwasthefollowingdaywhenIwoke

up,Monday

Iwassupposedtobeatschoolbutseeingthe

timebesidemerightnowIwaslate.

Isatupinasittingpositionandplacedapillow



onthebackofmyhead.

Iwasengulfedinmythoughts

Mymomcameinlateron

ShetriedtogetmetospeakbutIdidn'twantto

sosheleftandincamemubrother

Him:Alona.

Hisvoicewassosoft

Iturnedmybacktohimandlookedtheother

side.

Him:Mntase

Silence

Him:I'msorry.

HecametoapologizeandIignoredhimthe

wholetimehetriedgettingmetospeak.

CameafternoonandIwenttobath,whenIwas

done.



IcalledRomeoandhewasstillstuckinschool

forafternoonclasssoIendedupcallingReece

tocomepickmeup.

Ijustwantedtobeawayfromhomerightnow.

Hewasatworkbuthewasgoingtopickmeup.

Iwasboredtodeath,Reecemademewatchtv

whilehewasclickingawayonhislaptop

finishingoffwork

Wewerecurrentlyinhisofficeathiswork.

Me:Reece.

Him:Alona.

Herepliednotlookingatme

Me:I'mbored.

Him:I'malmostdone.

Me:You'vebeensayingthatforthepasthour.

Imumbled.



Withafewclicks,Hesighed

Him:There,done.I'mallyours.

Hesaidcomingtowardsmeandmaking

himselfcomfortablebesideme

Him:I'mtired

Hesighed,glancingatmeupcloseforthefirst

time

Him:Whathappenedtoyourcheek?

Heaskedgrazingthetipofhisfingersonmy

cheek,Iwinced.

Me:Ozzie.

Him:Youguysgotinanargumentorsomething

oritwasjustyourhottemperedattitude

Ishrugged

Me:Both,AlsohasSomethingtodowithmy

father.

Him:Iknewitwouldgetsomewherethere,you

knowyou-notreallygettingalongwithyour



family

Me:Youcan'tactuallyblamemeforthewayI'm

reactingtoallthis.

Him:NoIdon't,andIknowYoudon'twantto

listen,Alona.Listentothem,theirreasons.You

knowIwouldhavedonethesametoprotectmy

littlesister.

Me:Soyouknewaboutthis?

Iaskedstaringathim

Him:YourbrotherandIhavebeenclose,since

wewerelittleourfathersweresortof

friends,wegottoknoweachotherthroughthem.

WeprettymuchknowaboutourFuckeduplives.

AndAlona,itwasn'tmyplacetotellyouwhat

kindofamanyourfatheris,andNoIdidn't

knowhewastheclientyouweredeliveringthe

bagto.

Inod.

Me:Thisisstressful,Idon'tknowhowtohandle



thisandyesterdayIhadabreakdown.

Him:You'llgetthroughit,You'lldecidewhatto

dowithyourfather.

Hesaidgettingupafterpeckingmycheek,he

sortedhisstuffandthenwhenhewasdonewe

wentout

Passingbyopenboxoffice's,everyonewas

lookingatusthatIstartedfeelingself

conscious

IknowIwasunderdressedforthisplacebutoh

wellIdidn'tknowIwasgoingtocomehere

OhmaybetheywereWonderingwhytheir

handsomeandwelldressedAbercrombie

modelofabossisdoingwithsomeonelikeme

Ohwell.

Reecedrovetohishouseandwestayedinthe

restofthedayandthenIwenthomelater.

MomwasstillaroundandwhenIarrivedthey

wereabouttoeatdinner.



Ipassedthemandwentuptomyroom.

NOTEDITED.
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RightwhenIwasdecidingtogivemyfathera

chancetobeinmylife,hewentMIAonme

Iwasdepressedokaynotreally,butIwas

somewherethere.

Ieventuallyforgavemyfamilyforwhatthey

did,stayingwithhatredandanger,betrayal

directedatthemwouldnothelpmeinanyway.

TheyweretheonlypeopleIhadandtheywould

alwaysbethereformenomatterwhat.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ItwasoneofthosedayswhereIwaschilling

withmybrotherintheswimmingpool



Itwashotoutside.

Him:Haveyoudecidedwhichuniversityyou

wanttogoto?

Inod

Him:Iwasthinkingofsendingyoutostudy

abroad.

IturnedsoquicktolookathimIwassurprisedI

didn'tgetawhiplash

Me:Whywouldyoudothat

Him:Whywouldn'tI?,don'tyouthinkitbegood

forchange?

Me:Mywholelifeishere,Xakwindawoendinga

yaziyouthindithini?

Him:Youdon'tactuallyhavetoknowaplace

andit'speopletostartover,forafreshstart

Me:WhydoIneedafreshstart?

Him:Withallthathasbeengoingon,youjust



needtogetawayfromeverything,haveabreak

fromthedrama.

Ishrugged,notseeingthepointifthus

conversationorwhyitwasimportant

Me:IthinkI'mperfectlyfinehere

Him:Youknowthearealotofpeoplewho

woulddieforthisopportunity

Me:I'mnotoneofthosepeoplethen.

Hesighed

Me:Whyareyousokeentosendmeaway?

Him:I'mnotsendingyouawayAlona,Ithought

you'dbe..toexperiencethelifestylethere.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Endoftheyear

IwasalreadyacceptedintheUniversityofcape

town.Iwasdoinga3yearscoursethereand

stayedonanapartmentnearcampus,Romeo

washerewithmebutdoingdifferentcourse.



Isostruggledinconvincingmymomand

brothertoletmestayontheapartment.

"Ohyousoyoungwefearforyou"

Theyhavetoletmegoandbemyown

person,makemistakesandlearnfromthem,To

beindependent.

Anyway,it'snotlikeI'mfarawayfromhomeit's

maybe2or3hoursl.

SoyeahIwaslivingWithromeoandweshared

therentonhalfsoitwasmanageable.

ReeceandI,wedidn'tseealotofeachother.

Duetomebeingcrampedwithworkandthe

distance,maybe.

We'dcalleachotherthougheverynowandthen

Iwasheadingtomy08:30classallby

myself.Romeowasstillfastasleep,hisclass

startedat10anyway



SeeoneifthethingsIlikeaboutbeingin

universitysofar.

Youneverhadtorushanything

Onmyway,myphonestartedringing.

Ipickedup..

Him:Princess

Me:Reece

Him:Howyoudoin?

Me:Noyokay

Him:Whatisit?Ifthere'ssomeonewho's

messingwithyout-

Me:Reececalmdown,there'snoonemessing

withme.I'mjustmissingyou

Hesighsinrelief

Him:IknowandImissyoutoo,AndmySweet

pumpkindownthere.



Igiggle.

Me:Youpervert,onaseriousnotethough

Reecewhydon'tyoudrivehere,Imeanit'snot

evenfar.

Him:I'dloveto.butprincessi-

Me:Youbusy,it'sfineIunderstand.

Him:Youmad?

Ishookmyhead,rememberingthathecan'tsee

me

Me:No.LookIneedtogetinclass.

IsaidasIhungupnotwaitingforhimto

answerasIgotinsidetheclassroom.

ItwasFridayeveningwhenIwasjustlazing

around,Ihadnothingbettertodosincemy

schoolworkwasuptodate.Iwasnotinthe

moodtostudy.

ItwasthenwhenRomeoenteredtheroom



Him:There'ssomeoneforyououtside

Hesaidwithamischievousgrin

AndbeforeIcouldaskwho,hedashedtohis

room

Iworemysleepersandwentoutside

ParkedonthedrivewaywasReece'scar

Ipickeduponmypacesoeagertogettohim.

SuddenlyIwasinthemood

..

..

Hedrovetohishouseandwewastednotimein

chitchattingwehadasteamysession,ifyou

knowwhatImean.

After.

HewastakingashowerwhileIsatonthebed

withatuboficecream



IwouldhavejoinedhimbutIwastootiredto

move.

I'mgoinginlater.

Hisphonethatwasonthenightstandstarted

ringing,Iletitandthoughtthepersonwillleave

amessageandhe'llgetback.Thenitgot

irritatingbecausethepersonwasn'tgivingup

Irolledontheothersideandtookit.

IcouldfeelmybloodboilasIreadthecontact

RightthenReecegotoutofthebathroom

Him:Whosethat?

Heaskedheadingtowardsme

Hehadatowelwrappedaroundhiswaistand

hesatdownbesideme.

Me:Thenjiswa

Iturnedtostareathimforanyreaction.

Him:Oh.



That'sallhesaid

Igotupandwastoheadedtothebathroom

whenhishandclaspedfirmlyaroundmyarmto

pullmeback.

Itriedtogethishandoffbuthewouldn'tbudge.

Hesatmeonhislapandturnedmyfacetolook

athim.

Him:AkhontoyenzekayophakathiKwamnaye

Alona(There'snothinggoingonbetweenus)

Me:Whyisshecallingthen!?

Him:SungxolamaarnAlona,sheprobably

callingaboutgangrelatedstuff.

Isighed

Him:Justtrustme.

Me:Okay.

Hesmiledslightlyatmebeforehepeckedmy

lips,turnedintoafullblownkiss..

Youknowwhathappensnext
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Note:Alltheeventsthatwillfollowhappened

whenIwasdoingmythirdyearinuniversity

ItwassaturdayafterIspentthenightwith

Reecelastnightafterherefusedtodrivemeto

theapartment.

LuckilyIhadnoclassesthisday.

WhenIwokeuphewasn'tnexttome

Igotupandwenttodomymorningroutinein

thebathroombeforegoingtolookforhim

HewasinhisofficewithZaneinthemiddleofa

discussion.

Reece:WhatdidthatWhoreFuckentellyou?

Zane:Shemayhavetoldmethatyouaregiving

heruntilFridaytogiveintoyourdemandsifnot

herlifewillbemoreofahell.Thatyouwillhurt



anyonewhotriestohelpher.Youcan'tdothis

toherafteryoul-

RightatthatmomentReecepipedintostop

himfromfinishing

Him:Princess!

AfterIgreetedZane.Itooksmallstepstowards

Reeceandsatonhislapashewassittingon

hisofficechair

Zane:I'llbeonmywayout

Me:Ohpleasedon'tletmestopyoufromwhat

youtwowerebusywith

Zane:I-

Reece:No,wearedone.

Hesaidgivinghisbrotherasternlook.

IheardZanesnort,asheshookhisheadsideto

side

Zane:Youhaven'ttoldherhaveyou?

Reece:Justgo.



Hegrittedthroughhisteeth.

TheyhadastaringcontestbeforeZaneturned

tolookatme,withaforcedsmile"I'llseeyou

around,takecare"

Inod

Withthat,heturnedtoleave.

IlookedatReeceandbeforeIcouldaskwhat

theirconversationwasabout

Him:Letsgoeatbreakfast.

Hegotup,carryingmebridalstyletohiskitchen

wherewefoundasteaminghotbreakfastanda

middleageladyinamaidsuniform.

Reece:Mavis.

ShedidalittlebowtoReece,notmeetinghis

eyebeforeshescurriedout

Reecesatmeonachairandsatclosely

Me:Itsmellsgreat.

Him:Ittastesevenmoregreater.



Me:Youdidn'ttellmeyouhadamaid.

Him:She'snotemployedfulltime,Ijustcallher

sometimeswhenIwantahomelydish,ButI

makesureIpayhersalaryeverymontheven

thoughmostofthetimesIdon'tcallher.She

needsthemoneybecausesheisawidowwith

3kids.Ifeelsorryforher..

IwasquiteforamomentasIstaredathim

Him:What?

Me:Youhaveaheartforotherpeopleaswell

notforonlyme.

Ismiledathim.

Heclearedhisthroat

Him:Let'seatbeforethisgetscold.

Hesaidfocusinghisattentiontothefood

beforeus.

Ipokedhisdimpledcheekandheswatmy

handsaway,Iwatchedashefurrowedhis



eyebrowstogetherinfrustration

HealwayshateditwhenIdidthat.

Hesaidhisdimplesmadehimlookweak,took

awaysomeifhismanlystatusandthatiswhy

heneversmiledoftenbecausetheyalways

showed.

Whathedidn'tknowsomeonewithacloseeye

couldnoticethemandtheyappeared

neverthelesswhenhespeaks.

Me:Reece

Heturnstolookatme

Me:Whatwasyouandyourbrotherarguing

about?

Hepauseforaminute

Him:Theusual,gangbusiness.

Heshrugs

Me:WhydoIhaveafeelingthatyouarelyingto

me?



Him:I'mnot.Princesslook,it'stooearlytobe

fightingwithyoualso.Can'twejustenjoythis

Me:Sure.

Isaid

Him:Maybewecanchillbythepoolafter.

Me:Ineedtogettotheapartment.

Him:Areyoumadatme?

Me:Don'tIhaveareasontobe?Youhiding

somethingfrommeafterall.

Hebangsthetablewithhisfist.

Hegetsupabruptlyandgoesoutmumbling"I

can'tevenstartadayproperlynomore"

Youknowwhat,Ilostappetiteforthisbreakfast.

Igotupandwentupstairstotakeashower.

WearingmyclothesafterIwasdone,Itakemy

bagandwenttohisoffice.Ifoundhimstanding

bythebalcony,hehadaglassfilledwith

whiskey



Hedumpedbreakfastforithu.

Iknewbetterthantostartonhimwhenhehad

consumedalcohol.

Me:I'mleaving.

Itwasanawkwardsilencebeforeheturned

aroundandsaidhe'lldriveme

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Afternoon

Iwasfinishingoffaprojectwithmychosen

partner,Yanga.

ItwasaguyfrommyclassandNOweboth

hadnoromanticintentionswitheachother.He

hadhisgirlfriendandIhadReece.

WeAimedtogethighermarksontheproject

,weworkedwellwitheachother

Soeveryweekend,whichwastheonlydayswe

weren'treallybusywedidbitsoftheproject.

Whilemyfriendwasouthavingandiquote'fun'



iwasherebeinganerdasheeversonicely

calledme.

Aftertwohoursofresearch

Me:I'mtiredandhungry.

Isaidcollapsingonthemat

Me:Worstisthatwedon'tevenhave

grocery,exceptforthepacketofnoodlesand

frozenpies..youcan'treallyclassifythoseas

grocery

Him:Isthatallyoueatduringtheweek?,when

lastdidyouhaveapropermeal.

Ishrugged

Me:Can'tremember.Welazytodothe

grocery,weevenmorelazytocook.

HeTsk(ed-)

Him:Holdyourbreathwiththefrozenpiesso

long,I'llbringyouaplatelaterfordinner.

Me:Youcancook?



Him:Yeah,MeandmyRoommatehasturnsand

todayismine.

Me:Ican'twait,Thankyou.

Henodsashefinisheduppackinghisstuffand

Iwalkedhimout.

Goingtotheboringapartment,Ialsopackmy

stuffawayandwhenI'mdoneIheattwo

packetsoffrozenpiesandgouptomyroom.

WhenI'mdoneeating,IgotboredandIdidn't

feellikesleepingsoIdecidedtocallReeceand

hepickedupafteracoupleofseconds

Him:Princess,I'minthemiddleofameeting.

Me:Ohsorry.

IsaidasIhungup,Isigh

Decidingoncallingmybrother.

HepickedupimmediatelyandbeforeIcould

saysomething.

Him:AndinaMali.(Idon'thavemoney)
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Afewdayslater

IwasatReece'shouseafterhepickedmeup

fromtheapartment.

Aswesatdowninhislaunge.

SomethingwasupwithhimandwhenI

confrontedhimtotellmewhatitishe

refused,untilnow.

Him:There'ssomethingIneedtotellyou

Me:Whatisit.

Him:Regardlessofwhathappens,justknow

thatIloveyouandthatIwillalways

Me:Youstartingtofreakmeout

Ichuckleduneasily



Hepausedforamoment

Sighing,Iwatchashishandrunsthroughhis

hair.

Him:I..

Helooksatmethenhiseyesroamsalloverthe

place

Him:Icheatedonyou,again.Thistimearound,I

impregnatedher,shesaysIimpregnatedher.

Me:Whoisshe?

Silence,Hedoesn'tanswermebutIthinkI

alreadyknewtheanswer.

Me:Thenjiswa.

Iwhisper

Heprovedmerightwhenhedidn'tsayanything

Me:Howcouldyou?Howcouldyoudothisto

meagain,withher?again.Ithoughtshewas

outofourlives!Reecewhyher?



Him:Ididn'tmeanforittohappen,itwasa

stupidmistake

Me:Imagineifthiswastheotherway

around,thatIgotpregnantwithanotherman's

babywhileI'mwithyouReecehowwouldyou

feel?

Him:I'msorry.

Me:YOUSORRY?SORRYWON'TFIXTHINGS

RIGHTNOW!

Iyelledouttohim

Him:I'mnotevensureifitsmine,oncethebaby

isbornI'lldoaDNAtest

Me:Howfarisshe?

Hescratchesthebackofhishead

Him:8monthsinacoupleofweeksshe'sdue.

Me:Youkeptthisfrommeallwhilelong?

Iasked,myeyesweregettingblurry

Him:Ididn'twanttohurtyou.Ijustwantedto



makesurewhenthebabyisbornthenfigure

outwhattodo

Ishookmyheadindisbelief.

Me:Forsomeonewhoclaimstoloveme,you

haveafunnywayofshowingit.

IgotupandheadedtothedoorandbeforeI

couldgetouthestoodinfrontofit

Withafewclickshelockedthedoor

Him:It'slateAlona,I'lldriveyoutomorrow

morning.

Thewasnousefightingwithhimrightnow,I

hadnostrengthinmeandIknewnomatter

whatItriedhewon'tletmego

Ijustwantedtosleep.

Isighedinfrustration

Draggingmyfeettohisroom,hewasfollowing

closelybehind



Ijuststoodbythedoor,glaringatthebed

He'sbeenmakingmesleepinthesamebedhe

probablybeensleepingwithher.

Isnortedandturnedaround,glaringathim

Him:Ididn'tdoitonourbed

Me:LikeI'dbelieveanythingthatcomesoutof

yourmouthrightnow

Isaidgoingtoaroomthreedoorsawayfrom

his,whichwasaspareroom.

Igotin.

Roomsherewerealwayswelltakencareoff.

Ishutthedoorinhisface,takingofftheclothes

Iwaswearingandgotinbedonmyunder

garments.

AsIlaymyheadonthepillow,Iwasthinking

aboutmyargumentwithhim.Iwastryingso

hardnottocry.

Ikeptontakinglabouredbreaths,it'slikeIhad



thishugelumponmythroatandeverytimeI

swallowedithurt.

It'slikesomethingwassqueezingmyheart.

Ishouldbenumbtopainbynow,considering

howmanytimesIhavebeenhurt

IshouldbestrongandknowthatI'llgetthrough

it,thatitwillpass

Butnothinghurtsmorebybeinghurtbytheone

youlove,nomatterhowharditriedtobebrave.

WhenitcomestoReeceIcan'tholdittogether,I

lovehim.

Idon'tknowwhenIfellasleepbutIwaswoken

upinthemiddleofthenightwhenIfelt

someonegettinginsidethecovers.

Ijumpedupstartledbutahandheldmeback

"It'sme"

Me:Reecewhatareyoudoinghere!?

Him:HowcanIsleepwhenIknowyouallby



yourselfinthisroom,Ijustwanttoholdyou.

PleasePrincess.

Me:Getout.

Him:Alona

Me:No.

Suddenlyhewasontopofmeandhestarted

trailingwetkissesonmyneck.

Me:Reece!

Hetookmylegtoplaceitonthesideofhis

waistwhilehebrushedmyside.

Hewasfastwithhishandsbecauseitwasn'ta

coupleofsecondspassingbywhenmybrawas

lostsomewhereinthesheets,leavingmewith

mybarechest

Idon'tknowwhatitisabouthimthatmakesme

losemysense,hehasawayofdrawlingmein

andmakemeforgetabouteverything

Yes,regardlessoftheissueslyinginbetween



uswaitingtobesolved.

Wehadsex.

Igotupthefollowingmorningtofreshenup

andwhenIgotoutofthebathroom

Reecehadalreadyfixedthebedandhewas

sittingontheedgewithatrayinhandthathad

breakfast

Me:Ifyouthinkbringingmeamorning

breakfastnowwouldmakemeforgetabout

whatyoudid,thinkagain.

Lettingthetowelihadaroundmynakedbody

falltomyfeet.

IlotionrightinfrontofhimandIcouldfeelhis

eyesonme,lookingateachandeverypart.

HecametostandbehindmeandIcouldfeel

hisarousal

Iheardhimmurmursomething.

Ilefthimstandingthereandwenttowearmy



clothesbeforegoingtocatchacabtodriveme

toschool.
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StillatReece's

JustwhenIopenedthemaindoortogetout

Ialmostbumpedintothenjiswa,looking-well

morelikeglaringherupanddown

Icouldn'thelpnoticingthehugebabybump

Shewaswearingoneofherskimpydresses

thatI'vealwaysseenherin,I'veneverseenherin

anythingdecentandrightnowshewaslooking

evenmorepathetic,stilldon'tknowwhatReece

seesinher

Me:Whatdoyouwant.?

Shefoldedherarmstoherchest

Her:Timealonewithmy'Babydaddy'



Shesaidmakingthewordmoreclearer

Itstung,butIwasn'tgoingtoletherknowthat

shegottome.

Ilaughedinherface

Me:Youfoundhim.?,Iheardyouwerestill

lookingaround.

Her:Reeceisthefather,nodoubtsaboutthat

Me:Really,andthatReeceliveshere?Sorry

honeytheonlyReeceIknowismyboyfriend

andwesharedaspecialmomentyesterday

night

Shesnorted

Her:Factstillremains,himandIwillhavea

strongbondnowwiththebabyontheway.I'll

alwaysbeonhismind,he'llwifeme.I'mthe

motherofhisfirstbornafterall

Me:Sorrytoburstyourbubblebutthatain't

happeningwithmestillinthepicture,I'mnot

goinganywhere.Sosorryagainyourplandidn't



work,youhavetocomeupwithsomethingmore

powerfultotakemeout,clearlythepregnancy

didn'tworkforyou.You'llgobacktoyour

whorishlife

Sheopenedhermouthandcloseditagain,lost

forwords

Shelookedbehindme,Suddenlyshestarted

sniffing

Shewascrying,orpretendingtobe

Her:Areyougoingtostandthereandlether

talktomelikethat?

Sheasked

IturnedtoglareatReece

Hejustshrugged

Me:Nowifyoudon'tmind,youcantakeyourflat

asstowhereverthehellyoucamefrom.You

know,Ithoughttheysaidpregnantwomen

usuallyglow(shakingmyheadinmockpity)

whichmakesmewonderifyoureallypregnant



orwhat?You'rejusthopeless.Nowleave,My

manandIwanttofinishwhereweleftoff..if

youknowwhatImean.

Iwatchedheragapemouth,shelookedat

Reece,thenbacktomethentoReeceagain.

Sheturnedonherheelandleft.

Youknow,Iwouldhavehandledthisdifferently

ifitwasanyoneelse.Butshejustbringsout

theworstinmeshedoesn'tdeservemy

humanity.

Iwouldhavecomeoutwithasolution,which

wasReecesupportingthebabyandbewithhim

everystepoftheway.

Iknowhowbeingraisedbyasingleparentis

like,it'snoteasyasitisonthechildandI

wouldn'twantanychildtogothroughthat.With

Thenjiswa,IwastemptedtomakeReece

chooseifitwouldcomeoutthatthebabyishis.

ItwassilentasIglaredathim.



Him:Prin-

Me:Don't.

Isaidstoppinghim.

Me:Youbetterlearntopray,gooneononewith

god.Praythatyounotresponsibleforthe

pregnancy,I'mtooyoungforababymama

drama.Idon'tneedsomeonelikeherinmylife

Ifyouareresponsible,I'msodonewithyou,in

factI'mdone.Untilyoulearntokeepitinyour

pants,thenmaybewecantalkintoevakalayo.

Him:HehAlona.

IIgnoredhimasimademywayout.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Laterthatday

IwaswithRomeointheapartment,inhisroom

finishingoffourworkwhilewetalked



Him:Imetthisnewguy

Me:That'slike..athirdonethisweek

Him:Wellthisoneisdifferent

Me:Justliketheotherthree.

Him:PointisIlikehim

Me:Likeyoulikedtheotherth-

Heglaredatmeb

Me:WhenareyousettlingdownthoughRome?

Him:WhenI'm50.

Heblurtout

Ilaughedatthat

Him:OrmaybeIcan,whenImeetsomeonelike

Reece.

Mylaughterdieddown

Me:Trustme,youwouldn'twantsomeonelike

him

Hewasquiteforamoment



Him:Whatdidhedothistime.?

Me:See?,youalreadyknowhemessesmeup

butstillyou'dwantsomeonelikehim

Him:Well.Reeceishandsomeandsuccessful.

He'sperfect

Me:That'sjustafacade,he'snowherenear

perfection.Thewordisnoteveninhis

dictionary

Him:Wellmaybeifyoustoppedwanting

him,welltryingtochangehimintotheperfect

guy.Youwouldn'thavehadproblemsinyour

relationship,reallyfriendyougottostop.

Me:Youhaven'tevenheardwhathedidbutyou

alreadysidingwithhim,somuchforbeinga

bestfriend

Him:WellIknowyou,alwayspushingtheguy,

Tryingtochangehimintoyourimaginary

perfectguy,youjusthavetodealwithit.

Everythinghedoes,dealwithit.Heisaguy,just



likeeveryguyhedoesstuff,thathemightregret

lateron.

Me:Romeo,hecheatedonmeagain.Withthe

samegirl,again.Worsehegother

pregnant,whatamIsupposedtodo?

Hewassilentforaminute

Him:Itsuptoyouifyouwanttoleaveyourman

forthatskunkoryoufightforhim,standbehind

himandtrytosupporthiminsteadofmaking

upyourmindbasedonanger,youlovetheguy

afterallandifyoulovehimthatmuch,you'llstay.

Me:I'mnotreadyforababymamadrama,I'm

tooyoungforthat.Kwantoedibanisanomntana

phofu.

Him:Youwillingtowalkaway?

Ishrugged

Me:RomeoIsaidI'mtooyoungforUzi

xakekisa,Icouldgetouttheandmingleand

forgetabouthim



Him:YoulovetheguyAlonaandyou'vetried

thatbeforeanditdidn'twork.

Me:AllhedoesishurtmeandIalwaysforgive

him,he'llneverlearntotreatmewithrespect

causeheknowsthathe'llcomebacktomeand

apologizeandI'llforgetaboutit,Notthistime

around.

Him:soyoubreakingupwithhim ?

Ishrugged

Me:Idon'tknow,I'mconfused

Him:Becauseyoustilllovehimregardlessof

whathedoes,See?Youtwowerejustmeantto

be.NootherguywilltakeReece'splaceinyour

heartnomatterwhathappensbetweenyou

two,youjustcan'tevenimaginelifewithouthim.

Youwanttobreakupwithhim,notonlywillit

hurthimit'llhurtyoutoomorethanyoucan

imagine.Everyrelationshiphasitsupsand

downsbabyit'suptoyouhowtodealwith

them,eitheryouwanttobreakupwithhim



,torturingyourselffortherestofyourlifeor

youfixittogether.

Me:HeknowsIlovehimthatmuchtonot

breakupwithhim,that'swhyhekeeps

bullshittingme.Heknowshehasthispower

overmeandthatI'llcrawlbacktohim.Notthis

time,hehastosweatformyforgiveness.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

SupposedlyThenjiswafinallygavebirthand

Reecetookituponhimselftodothetests

withoutevengivingthebabyafewweeksto

fullygrow.

Fortunatelyorunfortunately..Thebabywasn't

hisandIwasrelieved,butthatdidn'tmeanhim

andIwouldcarryonlikenothinghappened.I

wasn'treadytoforgivehimyet,I'lltakemytime

toalsomakehislifemiserable.
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AfterIhadmymorningclass,whichwasthe

onlyclassIhadfortheday

IhaddecidedtogotoReece'shouse,totakemy

allmystuff

Ihadalreadytextedhimandhedidn'treply.

MaybethiswillalsoshowhimhowseriousIam

,afteravoidinghimforthewholeweek.

..

..

Iwentupthestairstohisroom

IfoundhimStandingbythebalconywitha

glassfilledwithwhiskeyinhand.

IthoughtIwouldhavefoundthestuffalready

packedatthebagwaitingformebythedoor..



Me:Where'sthestuff?

Him:Wawuzishiyephi?

Istaredathim

IheadedtohiswalkinclosetandIwasafoot

insidewhenIheardthedoorlockbehindme

TurningaroundtoseeReeceputtingthekeyin

hispocket

Isteppedback

Me:Whatdoyouthinkyoudoing?

Heplacedthenowemptyglassonthedresser

table

Him:Youaren'tgoingoutuntilwefixthings

Me:Fixth-,there'snothingtobefixed.

Isaidheadinginsidetheclosettotakewhat's

mineandtrytoleavebutbeforeIcouldgetin

Ifelthishandclasparoundmyarmtoturnme

tofacehim



HeleanedforwardsupposedlytokissmebutI

turnedmyheadtotheside-

Henibbledmyear,whispering"Imissyou"

Hishandwentupinsidemyshirttorubthe

flesh

Me:Letgooffme

Isaidtryingtopullhishandoutbutitdidn't

budge.

Hepushedmetothebedandputhisweighton

topofme

Me:Reecegetoffme

Isaidpanicking,tryingtopushhimoffmewith

myhandsbothonhischest,withthelittle

strengthIhadcomparedtohisitwas

impossible

Heplacedmyarmsoneithersideofmyheadin

afirmgripthatIstruggledtomovethem

Hishandtrailedupmybacktounclipmy



bra,nowfeelingonmybarebreast

Allwhilelonghewaskissingme.

Ihadmyfacelookingatthesideandmyeyes

shutclose.

Suddenlyhestoppedashegotoffme.

Him:OpenyoureyesAlona

Itookinadeepbreath,onlythenInoticedIwas

crying

Him:Alona!

Iturnedtofacehim.

Him:Geez,youdidn'treallythinkIwasgoingto

forcemyselfintoyoudidyou?

Heasked,worrymaskinghisfeatures.

Iwipedmywetcheekswiththebackofmy

hand.

Me:You'vedoneitbeforesowhatwouldstop

youfromdoingitagain?



Iasked,hicupingin-between

Him:I'msorry.

Igotup,sneakingthekeyonmyhand

Me:You'reanAsshole

Ibackhandedhim,quicklyrunningtounlockthe

doorwhileIlefthimrecoveringfromshook.

ImadeittothemaindoorandrightwhenI

openedittostepout.Iwaspulledbackbymy

hair.

Greatdaytonottieitup.

Notethesarcasm.

Iwincedinpain.

Reecehadmyhairtangledinhisfist,hepushed

mebackandIfellonthecouch

Heclaspedhishandsaroundmythroatto

chokeme,Ielbowedthesideofhisface

Andquicklygotup,mywaytothedoorwas

blockedsoIrantothekitchenandReecewas



hotonmytail

Isnatchedtheemptyglassthatwasplacedon

thecounter,Ithrewitathimbutheducked.Ithit

thewallandIwatcheditshatter

ImusthavelostfocusbecausethenextthingI

knowReecewasinfrontofme,Isawhim

throughmyblurryVisionsinceIwascrying,he

waspissed

Ihadneverseentheexpressiononhisface

rightnow,Itreallyscaredme

HeslappedmeIscreamedoutinpainandpure

shock,IstumbledbackwardsandIhitthecorner

ofthewoodentableinthemiddleoftheroom

withthecornerofmyheadrightabovemyright

eyebrow

Ilayonmysideonthefloor.Heabruptlyturned

mesothatIwasfacinghim,Iwaswaitingfor

anotherhitbutbeforeitcame

"REECEWHATTHEFUCKAREYOUDOING"I



heardhisbrothersvoice.

HepushedReeceoffme.

Reece:YoufuckentouchmelikethatagainI

swearI'llkillyou.

Hespitoutvenomouslybeforehelefttheroom

andIheardthefrontdoorslamshut.

Hemusthavedoneitwithforcebecausethe

nextthingIknowIhearthehugeglassshutter

intopiecesasitsupposedlyfellfromitsframe.

Zanewetaclothbeforecomingtoplaceiton

thesideofmyhead

Him:Holditinplace

Iplacedmyhandonit

Hepickedmeupandwenttoputmeonthe

couch.

Hedashedupstairsthencamewithafirstaid

kit.

Afterhecleanedthecutandputaminiplaster



onit,Itwasalmostunnoticeable

GuessI'llhavetowalkwithmyhaironmyface

foracoupleofdaystoavoidpeoplescuriosity.

Hedrovemetotheapartment.

Remindmenottoeverstartaphysicalfight

withReece.
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ItsbeenawhilesinceIspenttimewithmy

family

Itwasmyfirstdaybackfromuniversityandwe

weresortofhavingafamilydinnerdate,ifthere

issuch.

Momhaddecidedtocook,Godknowshow

muchImissedhercooking.

Weweresittingoutsideinthenightchillyair

nearthepool.



Him:Someonemissedeatingpropermeals

Inod,swallowing

Me:I'vebeentiredofeatingtakeaways

Isaiddishingoutforthesecondtime.Stealing

meatfromhisplateseeingitwasfinishedfrom

thebowl

Him:Hayi

Hesaidswattingmyhandaway.

Mom:LeavemybabyAlone,ityawenaMntanam.

BuyiseIweightleuyilosileyo(

Him:Istilldon'tunderstandhowshelostweight

whenwe'vebeensendingherenoughmoneyfor

everything.

Foodhasnothingtodowithit,I'vebeen

stressedout.

Iwokeupearlierthanusualthefollowingday



becauseIdidn'tfeellikesleeping

Ididmymorningroutinebeforelazilywalkingto

thekitchen

Ifoundmybrotherbusyonhislaptopasusual.

Me:Morning

Isaidhugginghimfrombehindashewas

sittingononeofthehighchair's

Iputmyheadonhisbackandclosedmyeyes

Him:Alonagetoffme

Hesaidshruggingmeoff

Me:Ifeelunlovedrightnow,Imeanijustgot

fromvarsityafterbeingawayfromhomemost

ofthetime.AndnowI'mhereandyoualready

sickofme.

IsaidasIstompedofftothelounge

Ithrewmyselfonthecouchandburiedmyhead

inoneofthecushionsandstartedcrying.



Him:AlonaI'msorry,Whyareyoubeing

emotional?YouknowIwasn'tbeingserious.

Icontinuedtosniff

Him:Ilovehavingyouaround,Imeannow

ndizotshondityebecouseyouheretocookfor

meoneofyourdeliciousmeals

Me:See?Youjustwanttouseme.

Iheardhimsighbeforehesatdownnexttome

Heputhisarmaroundmyshoulderandbrought

metohim

Him:BabyIloveyou,I'llneveruseyou.

Hesaidwigglinghiseyebrows

Me:You'reweird.

IsaidasIgiggled.

Him:Nowthat'swhatIwannahear.Youjust

wantedmyattention.



Me:Canyoumakemebreakfast.?

Him:Sure.

Me:Toastedbread,spreadbutterandjam.Tea

withlotsofmilk.

Helookedatmeskeptically

Him:Sincewhendoyoulikejam?

Idon'tknow

Me:SinceIlivedinvarsitywithoutgrocery,Igot

usedtoeatingalotofthings.Ithinkjam

sandwichwasoneofthem.Nowshooshoo,I'm

hungry.

IsaidturningtowatchtheTV

Afewminuteslater,hecameback

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Youknowaftergraduation,IthoughtIwasgoing

straighttowork.Butthatplandidn'treallyseem

appealingasIknowhadahardtimetodecide

whereto,besidesmecomperingsalary,distance



andtime.

IwantedtoworkoutoftheProvinceor

Country,thenagainmywholelifewasndingaba

yintoniwithoutmyfamilyandfriendsand

maybeReece

Afterallthathappened,Istillcaredabouthim.

ThoughhewasprobablyoneofthereasonsI

wantedtomoveaway,tostartfresh.Ijust

couldn't,Ididn'thavethegutsto.

Duringtheweek,SinceIhadnothingbettertodo

MybrotherwasteachingmetodriveandIwas

enjoyingitthoughitwasn'teasy.

Mondaymorningwewentforajog.

Feelingthewindhittingmyface,Myhair

whippedbehindmewhilethesoundofthe



wavesinthedistancecrashedagainsttherocks

Myrunningshoesdugintothesandasmypace

pickeduptomatchtheoneofmybrothersas

werandowntheshoreline.

Iwasmesmerizedbythebeautysurrounding

methatI'vegrowntomissoverthepastyears

There'snothinglikehome,Imissedthisplace.

WeranbackhomeandwhenIgotthere,Iwent

tofreshenupwhilehemadesmoothiesforus.

WhenIwasdone,Iwentbackdown

Ifoundtheglassfilledwiththethick

liquid,Ozziewasn'thereIguesshemusthave

goneuptofreshen

Itooktheavocadosmoothietomylipsreadyto

takeasip,justastheitwentdownmythroatit

camerightbackup.

Iwasabletoruntothebathroomandvomitout

allthecontents,rinsingmymouthafter.I

wonderedwhatsortofaprank,actuallywhatdid



heactuallyputinthere.

Iguesssomepeoplewillneverchange,Ozzie

wasstillthesameoldOzzieIleft.
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Youknow,Ihaven'tbeenincontactwithReece

sincethatdaywefought.

Hehadtriedcallingmeonmy

phone,supposedlyto'talk'butI'dalwaysignore

him.Iwasn'treadytofacehimafterwhathedid.

Thisday,Iwassupposedtowakeupearlysince

Ineededtodogroceryearlyinthemorningfor

mom butIoversleptthenIwaslazytogo

becauseIknewbythistimeitwouldbepacked

inthemall

Igotupandwenttowashmyfaceandrinsemy

mouthbeforegoingdownstairs

IsatonthehighchairafterItookacerealbox

andabowl



Imadecerealformyselfandate.

WhenIwasdone,Iwenttothebathroomtotake

ashowerbutbeforeIcoulddothat,Ihadthis

urgetovomitandIdid

ThistimearoundIcouldn'tholditsoIdiditon

themarblefloorinthebathroombeforendifike

atthetoiletseattofinishitoff.

Irinsedmymouth,thencleanedupthemess

beforetakingashower

IwrappedatowelaroundmybodyasIwentto

collapseinbed

IwasfeelingweakanddizzysoIlayinafetal

position,closingmyeyesshuthopingforthe

feelingtopass

IwasdisturbedbymyringingphoneandItook

itfromundermypillow.

ItwasRomeo

Him:I'moutside.



Thenhehungup,Romeowasalwaysstingywith

airtime.Ithoughthewouldhavechangedby

nowseeingheisworkingandwouldbeearning

anincome

Igotupanddraggedmyfeetdownstairs,mind

youIstillhadthetowelononly.Ididn'tmindhe

hasseenmenakedanyway

Iopenedforhim,heengulfedmeinahugthen

startedstaringmeupanddown

Him:Whateveryoutryingtodo,itwon'twork.No

matterhowhotandsexyyourbodyis,I'mstill

gaysoforgetit

Ifoldedmyarmstomychestandstaredathim

rumbling

Heshrugged

Me:IjustgotdonebathingRomethenIlay

downbecauseIwasfeelingalittlesick.

Henod

Him:Youlooksick



Me:ButIfeelbetternow

Whenwegottomyroomhesatonmybed

whileIchangedintomyundergarmentsinfront

ofhimandhedidn'tmind.

IwascombingmyhairafterIchangedintoan

outfit,speciallychosenbymyupcoming

designerofafriend.

Whenweweredonewewenttothemallfor

shopping.

IhadthegrocerylistmomgavemeandIwas

tickingalongwhilehehadthetrolleywithsome

ofthegrocery.

Me:Ifeellike

Him:It'snotinthelist

Afteranhourwewentwiththegrocerybagsto

mom'shouseandshewasn'taround.Melissa

alsowasatwork



Yeah,shedecidedtostayandstartafreshhere.

Momgotherajobinterviewandshegotthejob

soshelivedhere.Atleastshewasdoing

somethingforherselfinsteadoflazingaround

tomesspeopleslives

Me:I'mtired

IsaidtoRomeoaswesatdownonthekitchen

chairsafterpackingthegroceryaway

Him:I'mhungry

Me:Makechicken,therearesaladsinthefridge

Henodashegotupandtookachickenwings

trayfromthefreezer

IshowedhimwhereeverythingwasbeforeI

wenttothesittingroom

IwasplanningonwatchingtvbutIgotdrowsy

andIendeduptakinganap.

IwaswokenupbyRomeo



Me:HowlongwasIout?

Him:Notforlong,here.

Hesaidhandingmetheplate

ItlookedgoodandIbetittastedeven

moregood

ThemeatwasdonebyRomeowhohappened

totakecookingclassesalsoinschool

Itwasthemarinatedwingsthenthethree

salads.

Itookaspoonofthegreensaladbeforetaking

awingtomymouth

Ibitintoit,rightthenasthesteamcameoutto

showthatitwaswellcookedandhot

Istartedsmellingit,itkindasmelled

rotten,expired

Idroppeditbackontheplateandrantothe

bathroomtovomit,Icleanedmyselfupand

wentbacktoRomeo



Coveringmynose.

Me:AnythingIeatthesedaysisupsettingmy

tummy,Imusthavedonethat(vomiting)afifth

timeduringthesepastthreedays.

Him:Whatisit

Me:IthoughtyoutookcookingclassesRome

andtheretheythoughtyoueverything,from

checkingtheexpirydatean-

Him:Wejustboughtthemeattodayandit'sfive

daysfromheretoexpiring

Hesaid,knittinghiseyebrowsinconfusionafter

hesmeltit

Him:There'snothingwrongwiththemeat

Alonamaarn

Hesaidbiting,chewingthenswallowing.

Igagged

Me:Justtakeitawayplease,youcanusethe

kitchenandcomebackherewhenyoudone



Him:Alonaareyoubeingseriousaboutthis?

Inod

Me:Itreallysmellsbad.

Hewasquiteforamomentashethoughtof

something

Him:Baby,don'tfreakoutokay.?

Inodlookingathimskeptically

Him:Seeingyoubeengettingsick,whenlastdid

yougetyourperiod

Isnorted

Me:Whatdoesthathavetodowithanything?

Him:When.?

Itriedtothinkbutcouldn'treallycomeupwith

ananswer

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Didyougetitthismonth.

Me:Iusuallygetitatthebeginningofthe



month,Ithinkit'slatethismonth

Ishruggednonchalantly.

Me:Whyarey-,younotthinkingthatI'm

pregnantorsomethingeh?

Heconfirmeditwhenhedidn'treply.

Iburstoutlaughingathisseriousandsilly

thought

Me:GeezDude!Relax,I'mfine.

Him:Youwouldn'tmindmegoingtothegarage

andcomingbackwiththepregnancytest

Me:RomeoI'mnotpregnant,comeon.

Him:Youwouldn'tmind.?.

Heaskedmakingthesentenceclearer,hewas

beingserious.It'snoteverydayyouseeHim

withseriousness,Ishouldbeworried

Igulpednervously

Hegotup,takingapiecefromhisplateand

wentout.



Iwasnervous,whywouldI.?IknowI'm

perfectlyfine

ThelasttimeIhadsexwithReecewasamonth

agoandIrememberhimusing

protection,atleastwewerealwayscarefulafter

thatincidentwhenhebrokemyvirginity.

Ohwell.

Igotup,coveringmynosewithacloth.

Itooktheplatestorinsetheminthekitchen

Iwasdonelater,Itookatuboficecream

andwenttowatchTV.

IgotacalllateronfrommomaskingmeifIhad

donewhatheaskedofme

ItoldheryesandthatIwascurrentlyather

housewithRomeo.

AfewminutesLater

Romeocamebackwiththreebpregnancy

tests,hewasbeingridiculous



Heforcedmetopeeinallofthemandwhilehe

hadthemtohishand

IwasanervouswreckasIwaitedforhimtotell

metheresults

Ishouldn'tbeworried,butIcouldn'thelptoget

nervous.Itwasthesituationafterall

Him:Baby,youpregnant.

Mybreathhitchedinmythroat,Ifeltmyhead

spinafterthatrevelation

Isnatchedthesticksfromhishand,toconfirmit

myselfandyes.

Iwasindeedpregnant

Me:No.

Ithrewthematthewall

Idroppedtomyknees

Iscreamedoutevenlouder.

Me:NO..No..No,thisisnothappeningtome



IpulledonmyhairinfrustrationasIsobbed

Romeowrappedhisarmsaroundmeincomfort.

IwascryingandscreamingI'msurethe

neighboursheardme.

..

Abitlaterlateron,Iwokeupinmyroom

ImusthavefallenasleepafterI'vedonethat

muchcrying

Icouldfeelmyeyeswereswollen.

Icheckedthetimeanditwas18:39

Iwenttosplashmyfacewithwaterbefore

goingbacktomyroom

Standinginfrontofthefulllengthmirror

Iliftedmytopuptohavealookatmystomach

Itwaskindaflat,maybethat'swhatIwantedto

seethough



MybedroomdooropenedandIquicklypulled

thetopdown

InenteredRomeoandIsighedinrelief

Me:Isthereanythingnoticeble?

Iasked,myvoicecomingouthoarsely

Isaidpullingupmytoponceagain

Hetookmebymyhandandsatmedownon

thebed

Hesighs

Him:Itdoesn'tmatterifit'snoticeableor

not,eventuallyitwillbenoticeabletoeveryone

andyougoingtohavetoexplain.

Me:OrIcouldgetridofitbeforeanyonecan

noticeit.

Isuggested.

Iwipedthetearthatfelldownfrommyeye

Him:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouwouldwantto

dothat,youwillhaveallthesupportyouneed



Alonai'mhereforyouyourfamilytoo,Imean

thenewsmightnotsettleinwellbuttheywill

understandev-

Me:Thisisnotreallyaboutthem,I'mnotdoing

thisbecauseofthem.Reece,Idon'twantto

motherhisbaby.Doyouknowwhatthis

(pointingatmystomach)means?I'llbe

forevertiedtohim,he'llneverletmego

Romeo,myfreedomwillbegone,I'mnolonger

myownperson,he'llneverstoptreatingmelike

shit,He'llcontrolmeandIdon'twantthat.

Him:Itdoesn'thavetobelikethat.

Me:Youdon'tunderstand.I'vemademy

decisionRomeo,I'mdoingit.
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Me:OrIcouldgetridofitbeforeanyonecan

noticeit.

Isuggested.



Iwipedthetearthatfelldownfrommyeye

Him:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouwouldwantto

dothat,youwillhaveallthesupportyouneed

Alonai'mhereforyouyourfamilytoo,Imean

thenewsmightnotsettleinwellbuttheywill

understandev-

Me:Thisisnotreallyaboutthem,I'mnotdoing

thisbecauseofthem.Reece,Idon'twantto

motherhisbaby.Doyouknowwhatthis

(pointingatmystomach)means?I'llbe

forevertiedtohim,he'llneverletmego

Romeo,myfreedomwillbegone,I'mnolonger

myownperson,he'llneverstoptreatingmelike

shit,He'llcontrolmeandIdon'twantthat.

Him:Itdoesn'thavetobelikethat.

Me:Youdon'tunderstand.I'vemademy

decisionRomeo,I'mdoingit.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Romeo:Alonayoucan'tabortthebaby



Me:Whynot

Romeo:AkenzangantoumntanaAlona,it'san

innocentsoulandyoucan'tblameitforit's

fatherswrongdoings.Atleastthinkaboutit

Ishookmyhead

Me:I'llgetridofitandnoonehastoknowthatI

wasevenpregnant,ourliveswilljustgoon

Him:I'mnotagreeingwithyouonthis

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter,I'mdoingwhat'sbestfor

me.

Him:Bykillinganinnocentbaby

Me:I'mnotkil-lookjust,leave

Him:Fine

Hegotupandtookhisstuffandwentout

slammingmybedroomdoorbehind

Ijustsatthere,engulfedinmythoughts

Athoughtcrossedmymind,



Itookmyphoneandcalledsomeonefromthe

hospital

RememberthedoctorwhomIgavemy

numberstoatthehospitalwhenIwas

hospitalized,afterbeingassaultedbyLungelo.?

Okay

•••••••

AftersomeconvincingIhadtodo,Hesneaked

meterminatingpillsandIpickedthemupthe

followingdayatthehospital,beingsodiscreet

aboutit

Iwasatmybrothershousebynow,Where

there'ssomuchprivacybecausehe'salways

Itwasaweekendanyway

Iwasinmyroom,Ihadthepillsstoredunder

mypillow

Ijustdidn'thavethegutstotakethem,yet.

Itwasaround20:28pmandIwaseating



dinner,asimplelightdinnerthatImadefor

myselfwhenIheardsomeoneatthefrontdoor.

Iwenttoopen

JustthepersonIwantedtosee

Note:Sarcasm

ItwasReece,Istilldon'tfuckenunderstandwhy

healwayslookedsogoodlikenothingever

botheredhim,otdoesn'tevenshowthroughhis

appearancewhenhisstressedoutormiserable

Unlikemerightbow

Myhairwasamessybunontopofmyhead,I

waswearingOzzieshugeshirtandsomeblack

tightswiththesefluffycolourfulsocks.True

definitionofstressedoutIDCmood.

Me:Ozisnothere

Him:I'mnothereforhim

IarchedmyeyebrowasIfoldedmyarmstomy

chest



Hiseyestravelleddownfrommyfacetomy

stomachandtheylingeredthere

Him:Weneedtotalk

Yerr,Romeocouldn'thavetoldhimcouldhe

Me:We'vedoneenoughtalkingthere'snothing

elsewecantalkabout

Isaidtryingtoclosethedoorbutheblockedit

withhisshoewhilehelookednestraightinthe

eyes

Igulpednervously.

Lettinggoofthedoor,Iwenttotidyupthemess

onthekitchenbeforegoinguptomyroomand

Reecefollowedme

Iwasinthemiddleoffixingthebedcoverso

thatIcouldsleepwhenIstartedfeeling

nauseas

Irushedtothebathroomandvomitedmyplate

allout,Icleanedmyselfupbeforewalkingback

tomyroom



Istood,stuckbythedoorasIsawReece

holdingaminipaperbagandabox,withthe

pillsontheother

Istartedsweating

Walkingtowardshimwithwobblylegsbecause

ofthewayIwassoscared

Isnatchedthemfromhim

Me:Youhavenorighttorummagethroughmy

stuffandinvademyprivacy

Him:Ihaveeveryfuckinrightespeciallywhen

thatfuckenstuffisdangertomy..baby

Hehadahardtimelettingthelastwordout

Ahhsoheknew,itwasReeceafterallitwasjust

amatteriftime

Me:Whosaiditwasyours?

Him:Youalsoadmittingtobeingpregnantand

keepingitawayfrommeandplanningonkilling

it.LookLetsnotbeataroundthebush,thebaby



ismine,I'mresponsible.Iwouldhaveknownif

youhavefuckedaroundandIwouldhave

doubtsaboutthepregnancybutyouhaven'tso

itismine

Me:So?

Hechuckledasheshookhisheadfromsideto

side.

Hefirmlyclaspedhishandonmywristtopull

metohim

Istartedwhimpering

Him:JongaAlonaSundinyelayeva?I'malready

pissedoffatyounowdon'tpatroniseme.

Me:Letgoyouhurtingme

Him:Ayontolendikwenzayona,Ishouldputa

bulletinbetweenyoureyescauseIseeyour

ancestorsarecallingyou.DoyouknowwhatI

wouldhavedoneifyouwouldhavewent

throughwithit.?,withkillingmybaby

IsecretlyrolledmyeyesasIlookedtotheside



Him:IswearYouwouldhavefollowedhimor

her.Bendizokugcwabanaye.

Me:Ngokuulindentoniungabisayenzalonto?

Hestaredatmeforamomentbeforehe

pointedhislongfingertomyforehead,hisnail

digginginthefleshashepushedmyheadback

Him:AwuvamaarnAlona.

Hesaidpassingme,bumpingintomyshoulder

attheprocess

Heputthepillsonnightstand,ifitwassomeone

elsehewouldhaveflushedthemdownthe

drain

Him:Idareyou,IdareyouAlonatotakethemI

swearI'llshowyouwhatI'mreallycapableof,I'll

handleyou.

Hesaidtakinghisclothesof,puttinghisgunon

hissideofthebed

Hegotunderthecovers.



Istoodthereforacoupleofminutesdeciding

whethertogetinsideornot

Hayiwethubendigodolaandndisozelamna.

Igotinalsoandputinafewpillowsinbetween

us

Reecetookthem,throwingthemdowntothe

floorashebroughthisbarechesttocovermy

back.Icouldfeelhisbulge

Hehadhishandswrappedaroundmywaistina

tightyetcomfortablegrip

Me:SuthincakumReece

Him:KhandiyekeMntanandini.
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WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,Reece

ebengekhosecalenikwam.Hemusthaveleft

Ilazilygotupandwenttodomymorning

routinebeforegoingdownstairstoeat



Iwaskindascaredtoeat,fearingthatimight

vomititsoidecidedonstickingwithfruit

salad.Asisatthereeating,Iheardmybrother

dragginghisfeetfromupstairs

Hecamehuggingmefrombehind,hisarms

aroundmywaistandiwasnervous.Ihada

thoughtthathewouldfeelthechangeinmy

stomach,thoughitwasbarelyshowing

Me:Letmemakeyousomethingtoeat

Isaidgettingupandquicklymakingthecereal

forhim.Hewentwithituptohisstudysaying

hehadsomethingtofinishoff.

Iwasonmyownwheniheardabuzzfromthe

frontdoor

MurmuringsomeprofanitiesIgotupanywayto

open

FindingReece

Me:Heisupstairs

Him:I'mheretoseeyou



Isighedinfrustation

Me:Idon'twanttoseeyou

Helethimselfinanywayandiclosedthedoor

behind

Him:Alonawereallyneedtotalk

Me:Ohsonowyouknowhowtotalk?,thought

we'vedonethatsomanytimesthatitdoesn't

helpanymore,Ithoughtyourhanddidthe

talkingforyounow.

Iwatchedashisexpressionfell,lettinghisguard

downbeforequicklymaskingit.Iknowmy

wordspiercedthroughhisthickskull

Him:Ishouldn'thave,IknowIhurtyouoverand

overagainAlonaandforthati'msorry

Me:Leave

Him:Alonapl-

Me:No

Isaidlookingtotheside



Itwassilentforamomentbeforehekneeled

down,takingmyhandstohis

Him:Alona

Hisvoicewasdeepyetsoft.

Ilookeddownathim

Him:Jonga,noexcuseforthepainicoused

you,let'stryagainandi'lldobetterforyou,and

thebaby.

Foronceheputhisprideaside,hewasbeing

sincere.I'veneverseenhimsovulnerable,it

meantalothearinghimsaythat,Ifeltlikehe

alsomeantit

"Yho!Neverthoughti'dseethedaythehardcore

GangLordgodownonhisknees.Khandiphe

lentoumtyiseyonamntase"

Iheardmybrothersayashestoodwitha

shockedfaceonthetopofthestairs.

Westaredathim



Him:Thislooksserious,youbetternotbe

proposingtoher,Babypleasedon'taccept,I'd

dieifIweretohaveabrotherinlawlikehim

Me:WhoyouratherpreferIcamewithapriests

son

Hepounderedonthethoughtforamoment,he

shruggedasheheadedtothekitchen.

IsnatchedmyhandsawayfromReece'sand

wenttomyroomtofreshenup

Afteritookabath,Ihadatowelwrappedaround

mybodyasIwentoutofthebathroom.

Reecesatontheedgeofmybed

HemademybedcouseIremembergettingup

andgoingtothekitchen,leavingitunattended.

Hepatthespacenexttohim,Iwenttositdown

Him:B-

Me:Ndiyakuxolela(Iforgiveyou)

Isaidcuttinghimoff



Him:Itmeansalot

Me:ButReece,Ihatethewayyoutreat

me.Look,atleastnowi'mcarryingyour

baby,haverespectformeandifnotformethen

atleastforLo(pointingmystomach)Bethekind

offatherthatyourfatherwasneverwasfor

you,thatyouwishedforhimtobe.

Eventhoughhedidn'tanswerme,Iknowfor

surewhatIsaidgottohim.

Him:Iknowi'mnotreadytobeafatherbutI'll

trymybest.

Inod

Him:Imissedyou

Hesaidkissingmycheekbeforeheburiedhis

facetomynecktotakemein.Hehadhishands

onmywaist,pushingmedown,hegotontopof

mesupportinghisweightonhiselbows.

Wekissed,Istoppedhimwhenhewasaboutto

takemytoweloff



Hegotoffme

Him:Soawuzundiphakengoku?(Younotgoing

togivemesome)

Iswearmycheekturnedaflamingred,it'sbeen

awhilesinceIhadthatcolourtomycheeks.

Iblushedbecouseofthewayhewasbeing

Him:Okayandiz'kucenga(I'mnotgonnabeg)I'll

justturnmyattentiontomyPumpkin

Me:Pumpkin?

Him:Yeah,Umntanam(Mybaby)

Igiggled

Him:So..Haveyoutoldyourfamily?

Ishookmyhead

Me:I'mscared,guessI'mnotready

Wespentrestofthedayout,catchingup.

UNFORTUNATELYididn'tneedtotellmymom



aboutthepregnancy.Shefoundoutonherown

ItwasasundaynightafterweatedinnerbutI

wasstilleatingsinceIaskedforseconds.

Itwasthethreeofus,I,MomandMelissa

ItwasafterIwasdoneeatingwhenigot

nauseousandIrantothetoiletbutluckily

nothingcameout.

Iwentbackonthediningtableafteridrank

waterandfeltalittlebitbetter.Ipushedthe

platetotheside

Mom:Areyouokay?

Inod,forcingasmile

Her:You'dtellmeifyouweresickright?

Ipousedforamomentbeforeinodagain

Her:Youknow,I'mamotherandanursesoit's

almostimpossibletoliketome,I'venotice

somechangesAlona.NowistheresomethingI

needtoknow?



Ishookmyhead

Her:UmithiAlona.

Itwasamatteroffact,therewasnouselyingto

heranymore,shewasboundtofindoutanyway

Me:I'msorry.

Melissawasquietallthiswhilengathiakekho

Mom:Yho!Alonayintoleundenzayona?(what

areyoudoingtome)

Sheaskednowstandingonherfeet.

Mom:UmithiAlona,Jongakeundibonisa

ubudalabakhongoku,thathayonk'impahla

yakhonaleikubhutiwakhouhambeuyekule

ndodayakho.

(Alona'smomchasingherout)
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Icouldn'tleavethatnightseeingitwasalready

late.



Thefollowingmorning,Ihadalreadypackedmy

clothesthepreviousnight.

IwasoutthedoorwhenIheardmymom's

voicefrombehind

Her:Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Iwasconfusedforamoment,turningtolookat

her

Me:IthoughtyousaidIsh-

Her:JustbecouseIsaidyoushoulddoesn't

reallymeanyoureallyshould,Iwasspeaking

outofanger.Unlessyoureallywantedtoleave

Ishookmyhead,No

Her:Good,Nowgomakesomethingtoeatfor

yourself

Me:I'mnothungry.

Her:AwutyeliwenawedwaAlona,hamba.

Shesaidsternly,pointingtothekitchenthen

takingmybagsandsupposedlytakingthemto



myroomandIwentforbreakfast.

"Ididn'tmeanthethingsIsaidtoyou

yesterday,Iwasangryand.."

Me:Dissapointed,Iunderstand.

Her:Ididn'texpectitfromyou,yet.Youjust

graduated,intheprocessofgettingworkthen

maybeafteryoucouldhavestartedafamily.

Shesighed

Her:Butnow,Okwenzekileyokwenzekile(what's

doneisdone)

Iwasquietallthiswihile.

Her:Sohaveyoutoldtheoneresponsible?

Inod,thiswasawkward

Me:Heiswillingtotakeresponsibility.

Her:Okay.Sohaveyougoneforanycheckups?

Ishookmyhead.



Her:Eatupandwe'llgo

Inod

Me:DoesOzknow?

Her:Yes,Itoldhimandhe'snothappywithyou

rightnow.

Shecontinued

Her:Youknow,Istilldon'tunderstandhowyou

gotpregnantafteralli'vedone.Ithoughtyou

usedthecontaraceptive,Ithoughtyouaboutthe

consequancesofunprotectedsex,notonly

pregancyAlona,haveyoutestedforanyother

things?

Ishookmyhead.

Her:Iyandixakalentoyakhoyobairresponsible.

YeahAfterthattalkwewen'ttoseeadoctor

andi'mindeedpregnant,5weeksandthisIsmy

6th.Iwasalsoclean.

Asfterthat,momhadtogotoworkwhileiwent



home.

Ididn'twanttogobackatOz'syet,hewas

probablymadatme.

IhadatuboficecreamwithmeandIwas

currentlyundertheblanketsinmyroom

watchjngtv,Itwasrainingandprettycold

outside.

Layingtherethinkingaboutallthathas

happenedlately,

Onethingthathasbeenbuggingmeaboutthe

pregnancyisthati'mstillyoung

IhavemyAlevelsandhavegreatcarreer

aspects.

Sowhatmakesmegettingpregnantwrong?I

mightnotfullfillmydreams,Losetimelooking

afterthebabythat'swasnoteveninmyplans.

IsighedasIpickedupmyringingphone,Reece



Him:Uphi

Me:Mom'shouse

Itwasn'tacoupleofminuteswhenhecame

knockingatthefrontdoor,Idraggedmyfleece

blanketwithme

Iopenedthenhelpedhimtakeoffhiscoatthat

wasnowdrippingwet,Iwenttotakeatoweland

gaveittohimsohecouldwipehisface

Me:Whatwereyouthinkinggoingoutonthe

rain?

Him:XandiniKhumbulandithini?(WhatamI

supposedtodowhenimissyou?)

WhenhewasdoneItookitandwenttohangit

inthebathroom.

Me:ShouldImakeyoucoffe?

Henod,IheadedtothekitchenandjustwhenI

wasalmosthalfwaymakingwhenIcouldn't

standthesmell,Irantothebathroomtovomit



Reececameuptoholdmyhairawayfrommy

faceandwhenIwasdoneIbrushedmyteeth

andrinsedmymouth.

Splashingmyfacewithwaterbeforegoingto

thesitting,layingonthecouchinafetal

positionwhilehecoveredmewithafleece.

Me:Ican'tmakeyoucoffe.

Him:TheningathiuPumpkinuqal'ugezanje

?(WhydoesitseemlikePumpkinisstartingto

benaughty?)

*Pumpkin,isReece'snicknameforthebaby.

Me:I'mnotevensuprised,youthefatherafterall.

Hechuckledashesatdown.

Me:Iwenttothedoctortoday.

Him:Withoutme?

Me:What'sthebigdeal?

Him:It'syourfirstcheckupAlonaandIwasn't



therenowyouaskmewhat'sthebigdeal?

Me:Ididn'tthinkyou'dwanttogo,Ithought

you'dbebusyorsomething.

Him:Itwouldn'thavehurttoask.

Me:Okayi'msorry,I'llletyouknownexttime.

Him:Nexttimeyoumeetingmyprivate

doctor,i'llsignyouunderhimandi'llpay.

Me:B-

Him:It'snotupfordiscussion

Me:Okay.

Him:NgumntanamLo(It'smybaby)I'dhateto

beexcludedandhaveyoumakedecesions

withoutm-

Iquicklykissedhimonthelipsjusttoshut

him,afterafewminutesIpulledout.

Him:HowaboutItakeyouonthiscouch.

Hesmirkedashewiggledhiseyebrows.



Ipunchedhimplayfullyonhischest.

Me:Youpervert!Inmymom'shouse?

Heshrugged.

Him:Shedoesn'thavetoknow

Me:EwwReece,No.

Hechuckledatmynowseriousface.

BeforeIcouldtellhimoff,thedooropened

"Yho!,Yimotokabanileintlekangaka

phandle.Zangend-.."(WhoseFancycarisit

parkedoutside.I'dnevers-..)

Shestoppedmidsentenceasshestaredatus.

Mom.

NOTEDITED.
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Thisisasituationwherenodaughterwantsto



befoundin.

IlookedatmymombeforelookingatReece

whowascalmasever

Me:Mom,youbackearly

Isaidchucklinguneasily

Her:Wewentbusy

Inod

Me:M-ommeetR..

Her:IthinkIrecognisethosebrowneyesfrom

somewhere.

Shesaidlookingathim

Him:Beenyourson'sfriendsincewewerelittle

Her:OhYes,You'vebeenfriendseversinceyour

familymovedhereinSAfromthestatesOhmy

godyou'vegrownouttobethis

handsome,Succesfulyoungman.How'syour

familybackhome?Iheardaboutyourmom

Renewasit?I'msorry.Yourdadishe-



Me:Mom!

Iexclaimedathertostopbombinghimwith

questions.

Her:Ohhaikalokundimgqibelekudala.Sowhat

bringsyouhere?IsOzhere?

Swallowingnervously

Me:ActuallyMom.Heistheoneresponsiblefor

thispregnancy.

Suddenlyitwasquiet,anuncomfartablesilence

atthat.Idon'tknowwhatshewasthinking

Afterawhile

Her:Oh

Okay

Her:Canyoumakemeacupoftea.

Shesaidlookingatme,thiswasherwayof

sayingheneededtospeakwithhimwithoutme

around

SoIgotupandwenttothekitche



AfteraWhile,Iwasabouttotakeeteatoher

whenistoppedmidwaybecousetheir

conversationscoughtmyear

Mom:Haveyoueverlayahandonher?

Itwasquietforamomemeny

Him:EweMa

Hewasbeinghonest.

Her:LookI'ddoanythingtoprotectmydaughter

fromharm,butnowthat'salmostimpossible

seeinghowattachedsheistoyou.Yourmom

andIweregoodfriends,Wetoldeachother

everything,Iknowhowyourdadtreated

her.Seeingyourdad'swayspasson,Idon'twant

thatforAlona.Shecan'tlivelikethat

Him:I'mnothinglikehim,Idon'twanttobelike

him

Iheardhimsay,hisvoiceusual..strained.

Him:I'veworkedonmytemper,Inowknowhow

tocontrolmyself.I'mintheprocessof



changing,forher.I'mnotthesameold,I'dseen

thepositiveimpactshebroughtontome.Iwon't

hurther

Mom:Isthatapromiseyoumadetoyourself?A

promiseyouintendtokeep

Him:Yes

Her:CanItrustyou?

Him:Ewema.

Her:Okay,nowwhatareyourintentionswithher

?

Yhu..Eshee

Rightthen,Iwalkedin

Givingmomhercupoftea.

HerWhydidn'tyousomeforyourvisitor?

Me:Hedoesn'tliketeaandIcan'tmakehim

Coffe

Him:Besidesthat,Iwasonmywayout.



Hesaidgettingup.

Her:Itgoughtyouwerestayingfordinner

Him:I'dlovetobutineedtorush

somewhere,Maybenexttime

Her:I'llholdyoutoit.

Hechuckled

Heturnedtolookatme

Him:Aren'tyougoingtowalkmeout?

Ilookedatmomandshenod.Iwenttoputona

gownandwentout.

Aswestoodoutsidehiscar

Me:I'msorryaboutmymom.

Him:What'stheretobesorryabout,Shejust

wantsmetopayfordamages

Me:Oh.Imeanaboutthewayhecorneredyou

withthequestionsaboutyourfamily

Him:Youwerelistening



Ishrugged.

Him:Yeah,talkingaboutthemchangesmymood

Me:Iknowandi'msorry.

Isaidwrappingmyarmsaroundhiswaistsince

Icouldn'treachhisneck

Hehuggedmeback,havinghisstrongarms

aroundmecouldputmetosleeprightthere

andthen.Hewassowarmandsmelledreally

good.Hekissesmyforehead

Him:Ineedtoleave

Me:Whereareyourushingto?

Him:Ineedtotakecareofbusinessatthegang

house,I'llcomepickyouuptomorrow.

Me:Earlyne?,Don'tcomelate.

Him:Okaynowbye

Hesaidkissingmeonelasttimeonthelips

beforehedroveoffandiwentbackinside



Thefollowingday

IgotupandcleanedaroundthehousethenI

wentforabath.Ichangedintomywhitebaggy

vesyandmyonebutton,denimtornshorts.

Iworemyflipons,puttingmyhairupinabun

ontopofmyhead.

Itwasprettycooloutsidesoitwasan

appropiatelook.

IwenttomakeasnackformyselfwhileIwaited

forReece.

"Howisthepregnancytreatingyousofar"

IheardMelissaaskandIshrugged

Me:Notsogood

Her:Itgetsevenworse,you'llgetfat(lookingat

mysandwhich)swollenfeetand-

Me:LookIknowwhattoexpect

Andbeforeshecouldmakearetortherphone

startedringingandshewentout



answering'Babe'

AfewminuteslaterReecewaswaitingoutside

hiscarforme.Heopenedthedoorformetoget

in

Me:Someoneisbeingagentleman,Ilike.

Him:Youknowi'malwaysgentle

Me:Sure..

Him:Exceptwheni'mfucking.

Hesmirked.Iglaredathimandhisbluntness

Heclosedthedoorbehindbeforehewenttohis

side.

Him:Youlookgoodbytheway.

Hesaidkissingmycheek

Me:Thanks.

Hiseyestrailedupmylegsandtomyshorts.

Him:Yousuffocatingmybaby.

Hesaidunbuttoningandunzippingmyshorts.



Irolledmyeyes

Me:AhReece?(Looksatme)RememberwhenI

askedyoutotakemetostrawberryfarmand

yousaidyou'dtakemesometimewhenyounot

busy.

Hesighed.

Him:Yes

Me:Well..

Him:HayiAlona.imaginemeholdingabasket

pickingupstrawberries

Iwasquietforamoment,Foldingmyarmsto

mychest.Nowsniffing

Him:Areyouseriouslycrying?,YehAlona.Okay

Let'spickupafewthingsatthestoresiyeke.

Wespenthalfanhouratthefarm.Ihadhim

holdthebasketwhileipickedtheStrawberries

[11/10,18:21]+263772503508:Insert86



Wewenttohishousewhenwecamebackfrom

thefarm.

AfterIhadthestrawberriescleaned,Isatatthe

loungeandatesatisfyingmycraving.

Later

IwasinReece'sroominbedafterwehada

steamysession,myphonerangandwhenI

answereditwasZane

Him:AlonaIneedafavour

Me:Okay

Him:Ifit'stoomuchforyouI'llunderstand.

Me:WhatisitZane.

Him:IneedsomeonetolookafterKhayone,I'll

beawayforadayandhisgrannyisi-

Me:Youdon'thavetoexplainZane,It'sfinei'lldo

it,i'llbespendingtimewithhimafterallandI

don'tmind



Him:Areyousure?

Me:Yes,justbringhimandi'llbeatmybrother's

house.

Him:Thankyousomuch,IknewIcouldcount

onyou.

Wehungup.

Reece:Whatdoyouknowaboutbabysitting.

Me:I'lllearn,ImeanI'mhavingmyownsoonsoi

gottolearn.IfItget'stoomuchI'llcallyou.

Him:Wonderingwhyhecalledyoutostaywith

Khayoneinsteadofme?

Ishrugged

Me:Why?

Hescratchedthebackofhishead.

Him:Thewasthisonetimewhereihadtobaby

sithimhewasrestlesssoIkindaaddedhalfa

teaspoonofwhiskey.HebecamesohyperthatI

hadtocallZane.



Istaredathimandshookmyheadin

disapproval.

SoonerorlaterIhadtogobacktomybrother's

seeingIwasmissinghimandIhadtofacehim

soonerorlater.

WhenIgothomethoughhewasn'tthereand

thenIhadachancetocookhisfavouritedish.

Istayedafewhoursalone,Ihadlongdishedout

andateandnowIwastryingnottofallasleep

onthecouchwhileiwaitedformybrother.

WhenIheardhimenter,Istoodonmyfeetand

watchedhismove.

Hewasn'thisusualhappyplayishselfwhenever

hesawme.

Icouldn'thelpnoticinghisswollenlip,andmy

caringselfforgotthatihadamatterinhandto

solve.Iwenttothekitchentogeticeblocksand

wentback.



Iwasabouttoputitonhislipwhenhemoved

back.

Me:Whathappened?

Hedidn'tanswermeforaminutebeforehe

grittedthroughhisteeth.

Him:Itoldhimtofuckenplayitsafe.

Iknewwhathewasonabout.

Me:Itwasamistake.

Isaidquietly

Him:Amistakethathappenedwithyouunder

mywatchwhenmomtrustedmetokeepaneye

onyou,nowshefeelslikeIfailedher.ThatI'm

notadultenoughtotakecareofyou

Me:Butshed-

Him:Shemighthavenotsayedittoyourface

thatialsodissapointedherbutshedidtomine.

Me:I'msorry.You'vealreadydoneenoughfor

meandIknowyoutookcareofmesoyoudon't



havetoputyourselfatfoult.

Silence

Hethrewhimselfonthecouchashesatdown.

Him:Andtothinkthatoutofallpeopleyouhad

togetimpregnatedbyhim.

Helookedatmeasheshookhisheadsideto

side.

Isatdownnexttohimandafteranawkward

silence

Me:Whathappenedtoyourlip?

Him:GotinafightwithReece.

Iswallowedthelumpinmythroat.

Ihandedhimtheicepackasigotuptotakehis

plateandwarmitup.Igotbackwithitand

handedittohimasIwentupstairstomy

room,i'lltalktohimwhenhehascooledoff.

Iwasundertheblanketsinmyroomtalkingto

Reeceonthephone.



Him:Yeahafteryouleftyourbrotherbudgedin

myhouseandwehadamantomantalk

Me:Youtwohadafight

Him:After.

Me:He'smadatme.

Him:Givehimtimehe'llgetoverit.

Isighed

Him:Nowwhatareyoudoing?

Me:Iwasabouttosleepbutthenyoucalled,you?

Him:I'mattheganghouse.

Me.ButReece,Whenareyouquitingthislife?

Him:Alonadon'tstartwiththat.

Me:No,don'tthinkyoucandodgemethistime,I

meanReeceyougonnabeadadnowi'msure

youdon'twantyourbabytogrowthewayyou

grewup,toturnouttobelikeyouinthatway.

Him:Idon'twantthatforuPumpkinAlona.



Me:Thenatleastthinkaboutit.

Him:Igottohangup.

Me:Reecedon'tavoidthistopic.

Him:I'mnotIjusthavetogetbackto

something,I'llcallyou.

Hesaidashehungup.

Iputmyphoneonthenightstandasigotready

tosleep.

IwokeupthefollowingdaywhenIfeltlikethe

wassomethingrunningalongfrommycheekto

myear.

IopenedmyeyestofindKhayoneontopofme

eatingmyfaceandthethingwashisdrool.I

smiledsuchagoodmorning,firstthingwheni

wakeuptoseethislittlecuteinnocentsoul.

AndtothinkthatIalmostwantedtogetridof

myownbaby,ItmeantIwouldneverexperiance



thelovethatZanehasforhisbabyasa

parent,ThatIwon'twakeupinthemorning

everydaytohavesomethingtolivefor.

Iwasstartingtoacceptthispregnancy,Itfelt

likeaweighthasbeenliftedoffmeandIwas

abletobreathandbefreenowthatmyfamily

knewaboutit.

Thisisgoingtobeonehellofarideandithink

thayi'mreadyforit,Reecebetterbuckleup

becousetheisalongwaytogo.

Isatupstraight,brushingthesleepfrommy

eyes.

Me:Heylittleguy,younotsolittleanymoreare

you?you'vegrownuptomeahandsomeyhu?

Isaidkissinghissoftcheekandticklinghisside

justtohearhimgiggle,andhedid

Ikeptonthrowinghimupandthencatchhim

backandhewaslaughinglikecrazy.

Imissedhim.
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IwokeupintheafternoonafterKhayoneandI

fellasleep.Hewasn'tnexttome,Igotupand

wenttolookforhimontheotherroomsbefore

goingtothekitchen.UvaloluyelahlawhenIsaw

himwithmybrother

Hewassittingdownononeofthehighchairs

andKhayonewasinfrontofhimsittingonthe

bartable.Ozziehadaglassandacanofscore

nexttoitwhileKhayonehadhisbabybottle

filledwithit.

Him:Youknow,It'snotsobadhavingalittleguy

runningaroundthehouseandall.

Hesaidashecheereduphisglasswith

Khayone'sbottle.Istaredathimandshookmy

head.

Me:Remindmenottoevertrytoleavemybaby

withyou.



IsaidtryingtotakethebottleKhayonewas

suckingonbutherefused.Hestarted

screamingfuriouslythatigotstartledandlet

himbeonthesideOzwaslaughinghisassout.

Me:Bereadytodealwithhimwhenthedrink

haskickedin.

MybrotherandIspentthefull2hourschasing

afterKhayone.

Itwas2amwheniwokeup.Ididn'tfeellike

sleepingandihadthishugecravingfor

cheese.Islowlygotupfromthebed,wearingmy

sleepers.Idraggedmyfeettothekitchen.

Openingthetwodoorfridge,Irummaged

throughanddidn'tfindit.Yazi,there'salotof

groceryinthishousebutnocheese.Icould

havepickedanythingbutijustneededit.Isnail

walkedupthestairsandintomybrother's



room,Ithankedgodthathewashome.Actually

hespenthistimeathomelately"Lookingafter

hisbabysister"ashelikestosay,tobenear

whensomethinghappens.

Hewassprawledoutonthebedekobude

ubuthongo.Ihatedwakinghimup,considering

heusuallydoesn'tsleep.Ishookhimforafew

minutestillIheardhimgroaninannoyance

beforerollingtotheothersideofthebedand

buryinghisfaceunderthepillow.Iwalkedtothe

otherside,snatchingthepillowandhittinghim

withit,heslowlyopenedhiseyeslookingupat

me

Hehuffedinannoyance.

Him:YintoniAlona(Whatisit)

Me:Iw-needcheese.

Helookedatmeskeptically.

TakinghisiPhonefromthenightstand,helooks

atthetime



Him:Youwakingmeupatthistimefor

what?Cheese?,Hambauyozithathelaefridge(in)

(Gotakesome)

Me:Ayikho

Him:NowwhatmustIdo,drive30minutesaway

tothegarageandgetyoucheese?

Heaskedirritated,Howhehatedbeingwoken

up.

Ifoldedmyarmstomychest.

Him:Younotthinkingofmakingmedothatare

you?

ItitledmyheadtothesideasIlookedathim

Him:Uphambene(Youmad)

Me:Please.

Him:No

Me:ButIreallyneedit,Ihavethishugecraving

anditfeelslikeifidon'tgetitImightgetsick.

Him:I'mtiredtodrive.



Me:Sincewhendoyouevergettired.

Him:B-

Me:Ohyou'renotyoujusttiredofme

Him:Ineversaidthat,pregnantwomenand

takingthingspersonal.

Heshookhisheadashesawthaiwas

crying,herubbedthasleepfromhiseyes

Him:I'llgoget.Butidon'tunderstandwhyI

shouldbetheonetosufferwhenReece

doesn't,ImeanIreallydon'tgetitcousehesthe

oneresponsibleforallthisbutI'mt'..betteryet

Hesaidstoppingushwabulaandtakinghis

phonefromthenightstandanddiallinga

number,putthephoneonhisear.

Him:Alonaandyourbabyhasthishuge

(exaggerating)cravingforcheese

Reece:Ngoku?(So)

Thephonewasonloudspeaker



Him:So?Weranoutandnowshewants

someonetogotothegarage.

Reece:NowGo.

Him:Who'sresponsibleforthepregnancy

Reece:Me.

Him:..

Reece:OkIgetit,FUCK!I'llbringit,yeses.

Ozsmirkedashehungup.

Him:Problemsolved.

Me:AmItheproblemthatissolvedorist-

Him:AlonaIneversaidyouwereaproblem.

Me:Butyoujustsaidt-.Youknowwhatnever

mind.Igetit,youfedupwithme.I'mabaggage,a

saggingsackofpotatoonyourshoulderne?

Iglaredathimasheheldinalaugh,Iturnedand

left

Afterafewminutespassedbythatfeltlike



hours,hecame

Openingthedoortolethiminandlungedfor

thepaperbagonhishand.Openingit

eargerly,thesmellsatisfiedmynostrils

Itookabite,closingmyeyesinsatisfaction.

Me:What?

Him:Nothingjustthewayyoudidthatgaveme

aboner.

Me:Thanksforthis,youcanleavenow

Him:NaIthinkI'llstay.

HesaidgoinguptomyrooMwhileIstayed

behindanate

WhenIhadenoughIwenttoputitinthefridge

andtookalitreofyoghurtandwentwithit

upstairs.Reecewasundermycoverstextingon

hisphone.

Me:Youdothinkthisisyourhouse.

Isaidgettinginbed,Reecearmsimmediately



wentonmywaist.

Him:YintousolokoutyaububhanxaAlona.

Me:Mntanakhoakakuthandiukutya,(Yourbaby

doesn'tlikefood)

IshruggedasItookaspoon.

:|

6monthsintothepregnancyandIwentaround

withthishugebelly.Ihadalltypesofmood

swingsandIprettymuchthinkeveryonearound

mewasfedup,startingwithReece.

Everythingwasgoingwellsofar.

IhadjustgotdonebathingandIwaswearinga

whitesummerdressandmysandals,Iwould

haveprefferedtoweardenimshortsandmy

kicksbutndikulesituationwherenothingfits

me.

IwasgoingoutwithReeceforlunch.
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Arrivingattherestaurantwhereweweregoing

tohavelunchin.

Cameamomentwhereahostshowedusa

table,hepulledachairformeandhewasabout

tohelpmeseatdown

Reece:Don'ttouchher

Hesnappedcausingtheguytowidenhiseyes

infearandletgoofme

Me:Reecestop,beingpoliteispartofhisjob

Isaidputtingmysmallhandsonhischestto

pushhimback.Heglaredattheguyforafew

minutes

Guy:Yourwaiterwillbewithyoushortly

Hequicklysaidbeforeherushedtogetaway.

Itwasn'tacoupleminutesbeforeawaitress

appeared

Allwhilelongshewastryingtoflirtwith



Reece,bendingathiandibonakali.Aftersheever

sonicelyinsultedthewayIlookedwiththe

pregnancyandthewayIwasdressedShecame

withourorder

Her:Hereyougosir,ifyouneedanything

else,justask.I'mavailableatyourdisposable

Shepurred

Me:I'msure,slut.

Imumbledundermybreath

Reece:Nothankyou,Iassureyouwhateveryou

arehandingoutforfreewouldn'tsatisfymeas

muchasthegirlwhoissittinginfrontofme

will.Nowstopmakingyourselflooklikea

desparateslutasmygirlfriendsonicelyputit

andgodoyourjobbeforeIfireyou,flirtingwith

youbossshowsmehowinnapropiateallthe

staffinthereis,Ishouldhavealookatallofyou.

Hesnappedcausinghertobeembarrasedand

leavequickly.Hemumbled"ExactlywhyIprefer



tostayinmyhouse"thensighedinfrustation.

Him:Idon'tfeelgoodcallingyoumygilfriend.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Iwanttocallyoumyfianceormywife

Me:Oryoucouldjustsayyourbaby's

mom.We'rehungrylet'seat.

Isaidchucklinglightlytryingtotakehis

attentionfromthetopic.

Awareofwhatiwastryingtodo,hesaidnothing

andweateinsilence.

Afterlunch,Reecehedrovemetomom'shouse

whereIfoundMelissawithsomeoneIthought

I'dneverseeagain

Anele.

TosayIwasshockedwastheleast.

Iawkwardlygreeted

Me:Whatyoudoinghere?



HejustlookedatMelissa

Her:He'smyboyfriend

Shesaidsmugly

Me:OhIsee

Isaidquietlyasilookedathimwhilehiseyes

werefocusedonmybabybump,Melissacould

probablysensetheawkwardsilencebetween

thetwoofus.Iclearedmythroatfocusingmy

attentionsomewhereelsethanhim,Imademy

waytothekitchentomakemyselfasnack

beforequicklygoingtomyroom,WhenIsay

quicklydon'tthinkIwasgoingonafastpaceor

anything,thatwasimpossibleforme.

Ilayonmybackswitchingonthetv.

FewminuteslaterIwasslowlybutsurelyfalling

asleep,Iwassomehowtired

Theopeningofthedoorgotmetoopenmy

eyesfully,inenteredAnele.Iswallowed

nervouslyasIstoodonmyfeetandgotready



foranything

Me:W-whatareyoudoinghere?

Istutteredout

Him:Alona.Iwasexpectingsomethingdifferent

thanthat

Me:What?Engulfyouinahugandsayletspick

upwhereweleftoff?No.

Him:Imissyou

Hesaidquietly;Ishookmyhead

Me:YouhavesomeoneinyourlifeandIdo

too,whathappenedbetweenuswasamistake

anditwasn'tmeanttobe.

Heshookhisheadandtookastepforward

Him:Youmightfeellikeitwasamistake,allyou

eversawmeforwasareboundandIdon'tcare

Alona(tryingtotouchmyhandbutIbrushed

himoff)Iwasalwaysthereforyou,youmade

mefeelsomethingforyouAlona-



Hesobadlywantedtotouchmethatihada

hardtimedodgingit,hemanagedtoholdmy

handsinadeathgripandIwhimpered

Me:Letgoofme!

Iscreamedathim,heputbothmyarmsbehind

mybackandtriestokissme

Him:Iknowyoulovemetoo,Alonapleaselets

tryonemoretime.

Hesaidplantinghislipsonmineforcefully,with

thelittlestrengthIhadIpushedhimoffmeand

beforeIcouldrunouthegrippedmebymyarm

topullmeback,trippingonmyfeetIfellonmy

side.IgotupandbeforeIcouldthinkofa

plan,ThedooropenedincameMelissa

Her:What'sgoingonhere

Him:Nothingbabe,FuturesisterinlawandIare

justgettingtoknoweachother.

Sheglaredatmebeforetakinghishandinhers

anddragginghimout.Ibreathedout



shakily,takingmyphoneoutandblindlydialing

Reece'snumber

Him:Alona

Me:ReeceIneedyoutohurryupandcomepick

me,heishereandh-

Him:Alonacalmdown,Andikuva.

Me:Aneleisherea-

andbeforeIcouldfinishoffhehungup.

IstayedlockedupinmyroomuntilReece

arrivedlateron

HecameknockingonmydoorandwhenI

openedup

Him:Areyouokay?

Hetookmyhands,hiseyestakingmeinand

onlythenhenoticedthefingermarksthathave

turnedpurplishonmyskin.

Hisfistsclenchedandicouldseehisanger

buildup



Him:Whofuckendidthis?

ItoldhimallaboutthathappenedandbeforeI

couldstophimhewentoutsearchingforhim.

Inmyoldroomhewasmakingoutwith

Melissa.Inablinkofaneye,hehandhimupthe

wallandstarteddeliveringpunches.

Imadeadumbmove,tryingtopullhimoff

insteadhepushedmeback,Ifellonceagain.

Itriedgettingup,Ifeltwetsomewherein

betweenmylegsandbeforeicould

check,everythingfuzzy.

Iblackedout.
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OpeningmyeyesandseeingReece'shead

restingonmystomach,hishandholdingmine

inatightgrip

Itonlytookamovefrommyforefingertowake

himup.



Hiseyeshalfclosedandhalfopened,hiseyes

haddarkblackcirclesaroundshowingmehow

sleepdeprivedhewaswas.

Him:You'reawake.

Ohgodhisvoice

InodasIreachedouttotakeaglassofwater

besidemebuthebeatmetoitashenow

helpedmetodrinkwithastrawfromtheglass.

Him:Howareyoufeeling.

Ishrugged

Me:W-whathappened?

ApparentlyIwasrushedtothehospitalwhereI

wasrushedforanultrasoundandmybabywas

stillhangingthereseeingthepregnancywas

almostfaint.Neverthelesstherewasstillour

embryo,withit'stinylegbudsandthat

unmistakablystrongheartbeat,aliveand

kicking,apparentlyhuman.Andmybleedingand



cramping.?itturnsoutthatI'moneofthe

womenwhocanexperiencethatandnot

miscarriage.

Rightthenthedoctorcamein,hemadesome

checkupsandconfirmedthatIwasstillfine

DR:YouonestrongwomanMrsCruz.

AndbeforeIcanobject.

DR:I'mstillgonnakeepyouhereforafewdays

justtomakesureyou'reokaynowthatyou

Awake.

Inod

DR:Youhavegreatsupportfromyourhusband

Me:Wen-

DR:He'sbeenhereeversinceyouwere

admitted,sleepshereandwakesupheregoes

tofreshenupforashortwhilethencomesback.

You-

Iclearedmythroat



Hestoppedandlookedatusaswelookedat

him.

DR:Sorry,I'mjustgonnago.Callmeifthere's

something.

Me:Thankyou.

Hewentout.

Silence.

Him:Alona,I'msorry.Ididn'tm-

Me:It'sokayReece,weokayandyoudon'thave

tobeatyourselfaboutit.Iknowwhathappened

andyoudidn'tmeanforittoturnoutlikethat.

Him:Younotmadatme?

IshookmyheadasItookhishandtoplanta

kiss.

HeSighedoutinrelief.

Him:Ialmostlostyouandthebaby,Idon'tever

wanttoexperiencethepainthatcomeswithit

again.I'llkeepyoutwosafeIpromise



Me:Don'tmakepromisesthatyouwon'tbeable

tokeepReece.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Youneedtogohomeandhavearefreshing

showerandtakeanap,youlooktiredI'msure

youneedit.

Hegotup

Him:I'mjustgonnagotothecaféandgraba

coffee

Me:B-

Him:SundixelelaubandithiniAlona(Don'ttell

mewhattodoAlona)

Ikeptmymouthshut

Him:WhatshouldIgetforyou?

Ishrugged

Me:Idon'thaveappetite,I'mfine.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



AfewdayslaterIwasdischargedandIwasat

Oz'shouse.

IhadjustgotdonewithbathingandIhadonmy

undergarmentsonlywhenthedooropened.

Ozbudgedin

Him:Alonasomeoneish-Ohshit.

Hegaspedashesawmyhugebabybump.

Me:Youshouldlearntoknock.

Him:Damn!areyousureyounotholdingin

triplets.

Heaskedchuckling

Iglaredathim,raisinghishandsupinsurrender.

IwasabouttomakearetortwhenIstopped

becauseIfeltamovementinmystomach.

Iputmyhandandithappenedagain,Igasped

Him:Yintoni?

Hequicklycameovertome,Itookhishandto



mystomachandwewaitedforafewseconds

beforeithappened.

Mybabywaskicking.

IscreamedoutsoloudinexcitementasI

startedcrying,tearsofjoy.Tobeabletofeel

that,priceless.

"Whatisit"

IturnedtolookatthedoorasRomeostood

there,hemusthaveheardmescreaming.

Imotionedwithmyhandforhimtocome

over,hescreamedevenlouderwhenhefeltit

Him:Thatshouldhurt.

Me:Itfeelslikedrumsareinsidemeand

someoneisbeatingmewiththesticks,Ouch!

Rome:SinoRonaldoapha,OhmakaRonaldo

Helaughs

Oz:Reecewillkillyouifhehearsyoucompare

hisbabytoanotherman.



Rome:Youshouldgoputonashirt

Hesaidbitinghislowerlip,Istifledagiggle.

Iwatchedasmybrotherfurrowedhiseyebrows

inannoyance.

Him:FuckOff.

Hesaidgoingout.

WebothburstoutlaughingSinoRomeo.

Me:Youshouldn'thavesaidthat

Him:Iwantedhimtoleavesothatwecanhave

ouralonetime,yhoAwusembimaarn.

Hesaidcombinghishandsthroughmytangled

hairashelookedmeupanddown

Irolledmyeyes

Him:YouwanttotellmeuReeceukubonaunje?

IshruggedasIsatdownandgavehimalotion

toputonmyfeetsinceIcouldn't.

AfterIwasdone,hepickedoutsomeclothesfor



meseeingashewastakingmeoutforamake

over.

Hedroveustothemall

Andafteratwohoursofpamperingme,Iwas

tiredlikereallytiredthatIdidn'tevenwantto

walknomoresowewenttoMcDonaldsfor

lunchsinceIwashungryalso

Iorderedtwolargecheeseburgers,withfries

andstrawberrymilkshake

WhileRomeogothimselfthesamejusthalfand

somenuggets

OurordercameandIwastednotimediggingin

Lateronwewerejustfinishingoffwhile

chatting.

Him:That'sgross

Hesaidashescruncheduphisnosewatching

medipmyfriesinthemilkshake

Me:thisisgood.



IsaidasIate.

Him:Utshowamhlefuthingousuk'eSalon

Hemademedomyhair,eyebrowsandnails

Me:Allthankstoyou

Him:Pleasuredarlingwhatwouldyoudo

withoutyoume

HeSaidbattinghiseyelashes

IgiggledasIshookmyhead.

Me:Nowareyougoingtobeabletocarryme

home?

Him:Forgetit.

Me:Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletogetupfromhere.

Isaidrestingmyheadontopofmyhandson

thetableandclosingmyeyes.

Him:Alonadon'tyoudaredothattome.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

IwokeuplateroninReece'shouse,Romeo



decidedtocallhimtopickmeup.

Iwenttofreshenup,woreReece'shuge

sleepersandwentdownstairs.

Ifoundhimcooking

Hisbarechestcoveredinaprononly,damn.

Ihuggedhimfrombehind

Me:Itsmellsgreatinhere.

Him:It'llbereadyinafew.

Hesaidturningtopeckmylips.

Me:I'llsetupthetablesofar.

Afterweatedinner,wewentupstairstohis

room.

WewereunderthecoversandIhadmybackto

himashehadhishandsaroundmywaist.

Hesnuggleduphisfaceonmyneckandkissed

myspotbeforeturningmearoundtofacehim.



WekissedandbeforeIknewitbothourbare

bodiesweinchesapart.

Imoanedinbetweenashishandsroamed

freelyonmybody,Reeceknewexactlywhatto

dotogetmewet

Heopenedupbothmylegstoaccommodate

himself.Whenhetriedinsertinghimselfinto

me,itwasalmostimpossible

HetriedasIwaitedimpatientlyforhim,hegotit

in,inonegoandIscreamedoutinpainasIshot

upandstoppedhimmidway,Iknowhewasbig

butitfeelslikehehadgottenevenbiggerand

rightnowitfeltlikehewastearingmeupand

takingmeintoearlylabor.

Me:IthurtsReece,Ican'ttakeit.

Hesighedashegotoffme,Ihated

disappointinghimsoIlethimhititfrombehind.

After.

Aswelayinbed,Ihadmyheadrestingonhis



barechestwhileImadesmallcircleswiththe

tipofmyfinger.

Him:Ihavesomethingforyou.

IliftedmyfaceasLookedupathim.

Hegotup,Iwaitedforhimashewentinsidehis

closet.

Whenhecameback,heshowedmeasmall

navyvelvetybox.

Ifurrowedmyeyebrowstogetherinconfusion

beforeIgatheredinmymind,myheartbeat

increased.

Itwassoshortandquick

Him:Willyoumarryme?

Baam,thatwasit.Myheadspinning

Heartbeatevenincrease,itwasbecoming

difficulttobreath.

Itwastoosoon.

Itooktheboxfromhishand,closingit.



Isuckedinabreath

Me:Ican't
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IcouldgiveyousomanyreasonswhyIrefused

hisproposal.

AfterIrefused,hedidn'tsayanythingInsteadhe

walkedoutheadingtowardsthebathroom.After

awhileengabuyiIdecidedtogocheckonhim

andIfoundhimintheshower.

Istrippedmyclothesoffandgotinthesteamy

shower.Hehadhisbackonmeashisforehead

touchedthewallinalearningposition,helooked

sexywiththewaterrunningdownhisbody.

Ididn'tknowhowtoapproachthis.Wrappingmy

armsaroundhiswaist,Westayedthereinan

awkwardsilenceasthehotwaterhitourskins

andlistenedtoitasithitthetiledfloor.I

switchedofftherunningwater,swallowingthe



lumpinmythroat

Iwasnervous

Me:Reece

Heturnedtolookatme,thelookhehadon

scaredme.NowtellmehowwouldImarry

someonewhoI'mscaredoff?SeeIwasscared

odhimsometimes,Ihadtowalkaroundegg

shellsaroundhimWatchwhatIsayotherwise

I'llpisshimoffandhe'llsnapatmeandIdidn't

wantthat,Ididn'twanttobescaredofmy

husband.

Me:I'msorry

Hesnorted

Him:ForwhatAlona?Refusingmyproposalor

fornotlovingmethatmuchtospendtherestof

yourlifewithme

Me:IneversaidIdon'tloveyou.

Him:Thenwhatisit?I'mnotgoodenough,you

don'twanttoacceptmeforwhoIamhu?You



don'twantaGangLeaderforahusband

Me:Whowould?Everyoneisscaredofyouand

soamI,you'recoldheartedmanReeceyou

knowtoberuthlessandhereamIstillwithyou

despitethat,becouseIloveyou.Ifindyou

hot,sexy..Icouldgoonallnight.

Isaidbitingmylowerlipandstandingonmytip

toessoIcouldkisshim,heturnedhisheadto

theothersideasIheardhimmurmur,tellingme

tofuckoff

Him:I'mallthatandsuccessfulbutyouwouldn't

spendtherestofyourlifewithme,Igetit.

Hesaidbumpinghisshoulderintomeashe

passedmetogetoutoftheshowerandI

followedhim,wrappingatowelaroundmybody.

HehadonarobeandIwatchedhimashe

stoodbythebalconywithaglassofwhiskyin

hand,Idontknowwherethatcamefrom.

Itriedtogethisattentionbutheignoredme.



Me:UnaboubuMoffiesometimes.

Isaidturningtoleave,halfwayIfeltadeathgrip

onmyarmturningmearoundashelooked

downatme.

Him:Whatdidyousay?

Iheardhisdeepvoicethatseemedtobeeven

moredeeperwhisperinginmyear,solowthatI

almostdidn'thearhimandthat'showIknewit

wasalljokesaside,IknewIcrossedtheline

IswallowednervouslyasIfeltasifIwasabout

tocry

Him:ThethaleKak'ugqiboyithethaAlona.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Ifyouwanttohitmegoahead

Him:WhatifIwanttokillyouthistime.

Me:See?That'sexactlyoneofthereasonsI

refusedyou

Him:Whataretheother?Comeonwithit.You



alwayshavesomethingsmartcomingoutof

thatfucken'smallmouth,what'syourexcuse

Me:I'mnotmakingexcuses.LookReeceI'mnot

readytobesomeone'swife,I'mhavingahard

timeadjustingthatI'mgonnabeamom.Just

thinkaboutme,Thisistoomuch,toosoon.

Him:Whataboutme,Iwantyouandthebaby

closetome,ourownfamily.Iwanttomarry

you,youdeservethatmuch.We'vebeentogether

forawhileIdon'twanttowaitanylonger.Ungu

Mam'Omntanawam,nowIwantyoutobemy

wife.

Me:Reecewestillyoungforallofthis,Wearen't

readytobeparentsyetnowyouwantustoget

married.

Him:Alonathere'snoperfectagefordoingall

this,wecandoittogether.Whywait?

Me:Reece.

Him:OkayAlona.



HesaidgoungtohisclosetwhileIsatonthe

bed.Hecameoutdressed,Takinghisphoneand

carkeysfromthedresser,heheadedtowards

thedoor.

Me:Uyaphi?

Him:Out.

Hesaidslammingthedoorshutafterhim.

Isighedandalsogotupafterchangingintohis

baggyshirtandgutterpantsthatIhadtorollon

thewaistsotheycouldfitme.

IhadwaitedforReecelastnighttillIfellasleep

andhedidn'tcomeback.Takingmyphoneon

thenightdresscheckingforanymissedcalls

seeingasIleftafewvoicenotesonhisphone

sinceebengabambiphone,andnone

Isighed.

Iwasabouttogetupwhenmybabystarted

kicking



Me:Owthathurts.Goodmorningmommy's

Angel,daddyisnotherewithusthis

morning,see?

Igiggledatmycraziness.OhwellIwasbonding

withmybaby.

Ihadfreshenedupearliertocalmmyself,Iwas

restlessandIhadtokeepmymindfrom

runningonit'sown.

Iwenthomeintheafternoon.

IhadbeenwokenupbymyringingphoneasI

wasnapping.OpeningmyeyesasIyawned

Me:Hello.

Caller:Reecehasbeenshot.

Myeyesshotopenatthatbecomingfully

awake

Me:WHAT?NO,NO,NO!

Iscreamedout,AsIfumbledtogetup

Me:WillhebeOkay,Whereishe?



Zane:Hishouse,herefusestogotothehospital.
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IwasatReece'shouse.

Zane:Weusuallyhaveagangdoctorbuthe's

currentlyoutofthecountryandhedidn'ttell

us,Reeceisgoingtocuthisheadoffwhenhe

catcheshim.ButIhadtocallinhisprivate

doctor

Me:Drwats?

Scratchingthebackofhishead,henods.

Soheknows.

DrwatsistheonewhoReecehastakenmeto

foracheckupandIsuspectedthattheyhave

somethinggoingon.



Ididn'tsayanythingasIwentupstairsheading

toReece'sroom.

Iopenedthedoor.Seeinghersittingonachair

besidesReecewhowaslayingonthebed.

Herhandwaslightlyplacedonhisandinthe

middleofaconversation,thatstoppedthough

astheysawmeandshefumbledup

Him:Thanksyouforthehospitalitytreatment

Eve.

Her:It'swhatyoupaymefor.Youshouldheal

soonthough,andtakecareofyourself,stayin

bed

Him:IwillEve.

Hesaidpolitely

Ohwow

Sheheadedout,passingbymeassheoffereda

genuinelysmilewhichIfailedtogiveback.She

closedthedoor.



Iwenttostandbesidehim.

Me:Drwats..hu?

Him:She'sbeenagreathelp

Me:I'msure..evenonfirstnamebasis

Hesighed.

Him:Areyouheretocheckuponmeortostart

afight,couseifsothenIsuggestthatyouleave.

Ouchthatstung,Iwasn'tgoingtoapologiesfor

mycuriosity.

Me:Okay.

Iwasabouttoheadoutwhenthedooropened

fromoutsideandincamehisbrother.

Him:Youalreadyleaving?

Me:Yourbrotherprefers'Eve'hereinsteadof

me

Reece:AlonaIneversaidthat.



Me:Wel-

IstoppedmidsentenceasIfeltmybaby

kicking.

Zaneputhishandonmystomach,Idon'tknow

whenReecegottometoalsofeelit.

Ismirkedthoughasmybabystopped.

Reece:Comeonbabykickforyourdaddy.

Andindeed,Iwincealittle.Itwasnolongercute

couseithurtnow.

Him:OhShit!,letdaddyfeelyourbestshot.

IheardZanechucklebesideusasIglaredat

Reece.

Itookhishandsoffandwasabouttoleave

whenhepulledmeback

Him:Princess,I'msorryforsnappingatyou.

Ishookmyhead

SuddenlyIheardhimwinceasalookofpain

maskedhisfeatures,hehadhishandonhis



shoulder

Iquicklywenttostandbesidehimaskingifhe

wasokay.

Ihelpedhimsitonthebed,heimmediately

pinnedmedown.

"I'llleaveyoutoit"

Iheardhisbrotherchuckleashewentout.

Him:SorryforbeinganAss,Princessyam.

Me:Ifyoutakeusouttomorrowforshopping

thenImightconsiderit.

Him:Iwouldbut,Ican'treallybeseenwithyou

inthisstate

Me:Reeceyouashamedofme?

Heshookhisheadashepeckedmylips.

Him:NoPrincess.Look,itcouldbedangerous

foryouandthebaby.YouknowI'vegot

enemiesoutformeandthey'ddoanythingto

gettome,I'mjusttryingtoprotectyou.



Me:Yougoingtoprotectme.?Tillwhen

Reece,tillwhenarewegoingtoliveourlivesin

fear?Whycan'twejustbefreeandbelike

everyothercoupleoutthere

Him:That'sbecausewedifferentfromthem.

Me:Baddifferent.

Isighed

Me:Ihatethis

Isaidpushinghimoffmeandburyingmyhead

underapillow.

Him:Alona.

HeturnedmesoIcouldlookathim,hepinched

mycheek

Him:Awusepink(i)

Him:LetsShopforyouonline,inLondon.I'llhelp

youpick.

Me:Really?

Him:Anythingtomakeyouhappy.



Ismiledathim.

Me:Okaylater.Nowyouneedtotellmewhat

happenedwiththis(pointingtohisshoulder)

Him:This,najustasmallbulletwound,itshould

healsoonthenIit'llprobablyscarbutI'lltattoo

it

Hetoldmeallthathappenedwhyheleftmeat

thehousealoneanddidn'tcomebackandhow

hegotshot.

Me:IfyoucouldhaveseenthewayIwasso

scaredwhenIgotthatphonecallfromyour

brother,youknow..ThismademethinkhowI

couldnotlivewithoutyou,whatitwoulddoif

youwereto..LookIdon'twantthat,evenifit

happensthenatleastIhaveapieceofyou

Isaidlookingatbabybump

Me:ActuallyIwanttohaveallofyou.Reece,I

loveyouandIcan'tbegintoimaginespending

therestofmylifewithoutyou.Idon'twant



anyoneelsebutyou.Iloveyou,youandyour

perfectimperfections.YouallthatIneed.Itook

mytimeandthoughtaboutyourproposal,ifit

stillstands..Yes.YesI'llmar-

AndbeforeIcouldevenfinish,hekissedme.

Afterawhilehegotoffthebedandwenttohis

drawerandcamebackwiththering,gettingon

hiskneesonceagain

Iwatchedasheputtheringonmyfinger.hegot

backupandwipedthetearsoffmyeyesashe

kissedmynose.

Hishandonmystomach.

Iwashappy.

Him:MrsCruz,Goditfeelsgreatalready.

Hesaidkissingmeonemoretimebeforelaying

meonthebedandwe...



NotEdited.
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IwokeupearlieronwhenIfeltcold,like

bendingombathangaotsomething.

Onlytofindmyselfnaked,Reece'sina

comfartablepositioninbetweenmylegsand

currentlysofocusedonmystomach,hishands

placedoneithersideofit.

Rubbingthesleepoffmyeyes

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:Ndincokolanopumpkin(Chattingwith

Pumpkin)

Me:Uyandigodolisa(I'mcold)

Him:Phethwengumona(Youjustjelous)..Okau

wherewerewe?OhIcan'twaittillyou

born,daddy'sgonnaspoilyourrotten

Isighed



Him:Nowaren'tyougoingtokickforyourdad

Heasks,waitingforamoment

Him:Iguessnot.

Heplantsakissonthabumpbeforecoming

backuptopeckmylips

Him:GoodmorningMrsCruz.

Me:Indeed,Worsesomeoneisinagoodmood

today.

Him:Youcan'tblameme,Lastnightwas

priceless,andthismorningi'mwakingupnext

tomyfiance,withmybaby.

Hewinksatme

Icooeathimandhearcheshiseyebrowup,I

chuckle

Me:Wehungry

Him:Letsshowerfirstthenwe'llgofor

breakfast

AfterShowering,Reecewasbythebalcony



talkingwithsomeoneonthephonewhileIsat

onthebedwithoneleguptryingtolotionmy

feetbutitwasalmostimpossible.

IheardhimchucklebehindmeandIturnedto

glareathim,raisinghishandupinsurrender

Him:Letmehelpyou

Me:Thisisallyourfoult.

Hetookthebottleandstartedtolotionthen

suddenlyheopenedmylegsupwhileIlaydown

andhiminbetween.

Heputmylegoverhisshoulderwhilehishands

putlotiononmyinnerthigh,hishandrunning

aroundmypart,rubbingit.

Iletoutamoanandhesmirked.

Reeceknewjusttherightbuttonstopressto

turnmeon.

............

Mybodydidn'tlistenasanotherorgasmwas



abouttoirrupt.

"Reeceplea-se"

Reecewentdownonmethreetimesmaking

mecumeachtime,NowbeingthefourthtimeI

wasbeyondexhaustedanditseemslikethe

moreibeggedhimtostopthemoreheenjoyed

himself.

Him:PleasewhatPrincess?Justcomeallover

mymouth,don'tholditinletitgo.

Hishuskyvoice

Me:ReeceI'mtired.

Ipleaded,feelingmywallstighteningonce

again.Hewasseriouslygoingtobethedeathof

meifhecontinuedhis'Foreplay'ashelikedto

callit.Howhecanjusthikackmybodyanddo

ashepleases..

Him:Cumformeprincess..youtastesofucking

good.

Histonguecontinuedtolickandsuckonmy



verysensitiveclitandwithonelastlickIcame

undone.

Me:Ugh!Reece.

IlaidtherepantingwhileItriedtocontrolmy

breathing.

Hesatuplookingdownonme,Lickinghislips

hesmirked.

Him:YoutastesogoodPrincess.Ican'twait

untilI'mdeepinsideyouthatyouwillbe

screamingmynamelouderthanyouwerenow.

Iwastootiredrightnow.

Hetookmyhandinhispullingitdowntohis

hardenedpart

Him:Thisishowhardandturnedyouhave.

...........

Myeyesflutteredopenslowlythenshutagain

asthesunlightblindedme.Ifeltsowornout

thatIknowIcouldsleepfortherestofthe



week.

Puttingthecoversovermyhead,Iclosedmy

eyesonceagain.

Him:Iknowyouareawakeprincess.

Ifeelthesideofthebeddip

Him:Alonaifyoudon'tgetupandget

somethinginyourstomach,I'mgoingtohave

mywaywithyouandmakeyoucumsomany

fuckingtimesthati'llhaveyouspeakingin

tongues

Sighing,Ipullthecoversoffmyfaceandglareat

him.

Him:Nowcomeon,letsgetsomethingtoeatfor

youandmybaby,youmustbehungryafter

releasingsomanytimes

Me:StopbeingpervertedReece.

Hechuckles.

Gettingup



Him:You'llfindmeinmystudywhenyou

done,I'lldriveyouhomesoyoucouldget

changedandwe'llvisitmygran(Grandmother)

yeah?

Inod,peckingmylipsIwatchhimasheheads

out

Damnhisphysiqueandthetattoos:p

Afterallthat.

LaterReecetookmetohisgrandmother's

place.ShewelcomedmewithopenarmsandI

wasreallyglad.

Ireallyhadagreattime,Ihelpedhercookdinner

seeingasshedidn'tknowthatwewerecoming

becouse'Matthias'(Reece'ssecondname)

,didn'ttellher.

Afterdinnerhedrovemehomewhilehehadto

gotothegang.

Gettinginside.

Me:Honeyi'mhome.



IyelledouttoOzbutinsteadmom'shead

peekedoutfromthekitchen

Me:Oh.Mom.

Her:Thissidebaby.

Iwemttofindherbaking,ahhthesmell.Homely

Wecatchedup,motheranddaughter

conversation

Iendedupshowinghertheringandshewas

happyformethoughshefeltReeceandIwere

bothstillyoundweweren'treadyformarriage.I

toldherwetakingourtimeandweknowwhat

wedoing.

IwentupstairstolookformybrotherandI

foundhimplayingpoolinhisentertainment

room.

Him:Babehere.

HegaveasticksothatIcouldbethesecond

player,Iknewhowtoplaybecousehetaughtme.



Itookitbuthedidn'tletgoashewasstuck

staringatmyhand

Him:Thatbastardpropose.

Maybethiswashiswayofsaying

congratulations,orhecouldgoandstartafight

withhim.

Theirfriendshipwasweird

Idon'tknowwhathethinks.
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Him:Thatbastardproposed.

Icouldn'tquitereadhisexpressionrightnow.

ThenextthingIknoehestormsoutfurioslyand

Iwasbehindhimtryingtostophim.

Me:Ozcomeon,whereareyougoing?

Heslamsthefrontdoorashewentout.

"YintoniAlona"Iheardmomaskbehindme



Me:Hesawtheringandhegotfurious,Ithink

he'sgoingtoReece,momthey'llfight

Isaidinarush

Shetookmyhandandwenttositmedown

Her:Calmdown,you'llupsetthebaby

Me:Butm-

Her:SuyingenaAlonaUyamaziuBhut'wakho

(Don'tinterfere,youknowhim),Alwaystryingto

lookoutforyou.

Her:JustgotoyourroomandI'llbringyousome

muffinsandawarmmilkshakeOkay?

Inod.Iwenttomyroom,changingtomy

nightwearbeforegettingunderthecovers.

Itookmyphone,loginginonfacebookjustto

getmymindoffthings.

Irepliedtoafewchatsbeforedecidingtotake

apictureofmyringandsentittoRomeo.

Itwasn'tafewminutesbeforemyphone



rang,asIputthephoneonmyeartoanswer.I

putitawayfrommyearasRomeoletouta

screamofexcitement.

................

Iwokeupinthemiddleofthenight,thiswasthe

timewhereIalwaysgothungry.

Iworemygown,lazilywalkingdownthesteps

andastheloungecameintoview.

MybrotherandReeceweresittingontheirown.

Acoupleofbeercansinfrontofthem,pizza

boxesItwasjustmessy.

Ijustshookmyheadattheview

Me:You'llcleanupafteryourselvesright?

Theybothturntolookatme

Theyjustignoremeandturnbacktowatch

tv.Okay,Iwasnotneededhere

Iheatedsomeone'sleftoversfromthefridge

andwentuptoeatinmyroomandwhenIwas



done,Iimmediatelyfellasleep.

Thecoupleofdayswentbywitheverything

goingsmoothly.

IspentmostofmytimewithReeceandIwas

morethanhappy,it'sraretogethisfullattention

andthesedayicertainlyhadit.

Wewerecurrentlycomingfromaphoto

shoot,youknowthosecouplesandbabybump

kindofathing.

Afterthat,Ihadtobeghimtogoonapicnicwith

me.

Hemumbledallthewaytherebutherewewere

anywaysettingupaspotweweregoingtositin

Wesetupandsettleddown.

Him:Istilldon'tunderstandwhywehavetogo

outandbeseenbythewholetownthatwe

picnicking.Forme,myimage,it'sreally

disgrading.



Me:Beingwithmeisdisgrading?

Him:PrincesscomeOn,Imeantitlike..thisisn't

me

Me:Yousaidyou'ddoanythingtomakeme

happy,thismakesmehappyandyoujustneed

toloosenup.

Isaidgivinghimagrapethroughmouth.

Him:FirstIhadtogotostrawberryfarm,picking

themandputtingtheminthoseridiculous

baskets.Tookyououtoniceskating,youmade

megotothatCircuscarnivalshit,paint

balling(sighs)Icouldgoalldayandremind

you.Nowi'mhereonpicnic.Theeforme-..gang

Leaderonapicnic:|

Istifledagiggleasheshookhishead.

Him:What'snext?Makingmebuildaicerankso

youcanbuildasnowman.

HeknewhowmuchIlovedice.

Me:Thatwon'tbeabadidea.



Him:Iwon't,I'mdone.

Me:Yougoingtoupsetthebaby.

Hescratchesthebackofhisheaf

Him:Longestinbetweenninemonthsinmy

life.Whenareyoudue?I'vehadenough.

Ishrug

Me:About93daysfromhereIthink,youstill

there'sstillsomuchtocome

Him:Ineversignedupforthis

Me:NeitherdidI.

Him:NcNcncI'mfu-

Hetrailedoffashestuck,lookingsomewhere

withaconfusedface.IfollowedhisgazebutI

sawnothing

Me:Reece?

Ishookhimandhesnappedoutofit.

Me:Whatisit?



Him:IthinkIs-..

Helooksbackattheplace

Heclearshisthroat

Him:No,nevermind..Nothing.,

Hesaidrunninghishandonhisfacehis

supposedlytofocusmove.

Him:Ihavetomeettheganglater,I'lldriveyou

homeokay?

Inod.

Backonthedrivehome,IcouldseeReece's

mindwassomewhereelse,likesomethingwas

distractinghim

Me:Areyousurethatyoufine?

Him:Yes.

Me:Butsincewecamefromthepark,youseem

tobequiet.

Heshookhisheadchucklingalittle



Him:Ijustcamefromapicnic,Ijustcan'tbelieve

it.Thatplaceisoutofmycomfortzone,Inever

thoughti'dbetheonetogo.

Itwasquietforawhile

Me:YouknowIknowyoulyingright?

Heparkeoutsidethegate,asInowsawalotof

carsparkedbutthatdidn'tcatchmyattention

rightthen.

Hesighed

Him:Alonapleasejustdropit.

Me:Wh-

Him:Alona.

Me:OkayFine.

Iopenedthedoortogetoutbutheheldme

back.

Him:Youmadatme?

Ishrugged,heputthetipofhisfingerundermy

chintoturnmetolookathimandhestarted



kissingme.

Him:Letmewalkyouinside.

AsIopenedthedoor

Iheardashout/screamof"Suprise",Asuprise

babyshower.

MybrothercameupandwalkedoutwithReece

sayingtheywe1ehavingtheirownparty.

Reecekissedmycheekastheywentout.

OH,thisplacewaspacked,thiswasgoingtobe

alongday.
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Babyshower

After.

Thatnight,Iwassotiredlikeihavebeenranup

byatryck.

AsIsaidbeforetheplacewaspacked,Idon't



knowwhenRomeogotholdofmyphonebut

somehowhemanagedtoevengetsomeofmy

highschoolfriendstoattend,itwaslikea

highschoolreunion.Lotsofpresentswerestillin

myroom,IdidopensomeandIgotbaby

stuff,socuteitbroughtmetotears.Eventhough

IgotsomestuffthatIalreadyhadseeingasI

havewentforbabyshoppingwithmy

brother,butIdidn'tmind.Themorethemerrier.

Theguestroomswereoccupiedalsobecouse

someofmyfriendsaskedforasleepover,they

livedaboutafewhoursawaysotheyleaving

thefollowingmorning.

ITwasintheMiddleofthenightwhennIheard

aknockonmybedroomdoor,itwasso

disturbing

Groaninginfrustationforbeingwokenupfrom

mysleep.

Igotupandworemysleepersthatwerebeside

thebednotbotheringtowearagownovermy



sleepwear.IopenedthedoortofindReece

leaningonthedoorframehisheadbowed

downandhishandsoneithersideofhis

pockets.

Hisbloodshoteyesmeetingmine,hewasdrunk

ansmelledstronglyofalcohol

Him:Princess

Heslurredoutashewalkedinandalmostlost

balance.

I'veneverseenhimthisdrunk,itwasmyfirst

anditkindagotmecurious.Heusuallyhavea

glassortwowheneverhe'sstressed.Acouple

ofbeerswithhisfriend.Nowhowmanydidhe

consume?

Hedrapedhisarmovermyshoulder,placingmy

handonhiswaisttotryhelphimwalk.Hedidn't

puthisweightonme.

Ihelpedhimtobedashequicklycollapsedon

thebedandclosedhiseyestiredly



Itakeoffhisshoes,takinghisshirtoffandIwas

abouttounbuttonthejeanswhenhepulledme

tohim.

Wewouldbefacetofacebutthenthere'sthis

hugebabybumpstandingontheway.

Ilayonhisside,hekissedmeandIcouldtaste

thealcoholonthetipofmytonguebutididn't

mind.

Ipulledaway.

Me:Let'sjustsleep,I'msureyoutired.

Him:Iloveyou

Heturnedalsoonhisside,hishandsnaking

undermydresstoplaceitonmybump.

Herolledthedressalluptoexposeitthenhe

startedtalkingtoit.

Iwaitedandwaitedtillhepassedout.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Iwokeupalmostintheafternoonthefollowing



day,Ididsleeptiredafterall

Reecewasn'tbesideme.Igotupblindlyand

bumpedintotheboxesonthefloor,Igrumbled

profanitiesundermybreathasImademyway

tothebathroom.Ididmymorning

routine,wearingagowoverandwenttothe

kitchentogetbreakfasy.

Findingmybrotherandmyfiance,gotitfelt

goodcallinghimthat.

Theywerehungover.

Reeceworeonlyhisjeans,noshirtandhehad

hisheadburiedonthekitchencounterwhilehe

satonthehighchairs.Mybrother,onlyonhis

briefssittingonthecounterbesideReecewith

hisonelegupwhiletheotherhangingdown.

Melissawasbythestovetryingtomake

breakfast.

Ishookmyhead.

Oz:Man.Remindmenottoeverdringalcohol



again,I'mdonewithit.

Heshutshiseyesclosedtryingtoregainaclear

sight.

Reece:Sure,andI'llbefatherchristmasnext

christmas.

Oz:YouknowIblameyou,youowemefortaking

those20Shooters

Igrimaced

Reece:Notnow

Me:Wereyouguystryingtokillyourselvesor

what?

Theytensedathearingmyvoice.Tryingtolook

atme,theycouldn'tevenopentheireyesfully.

Iwashotontheirearsthroughoutthe

breakfasyandmomcameandjoinedmeand

let'sjustsaythisisthemorningtheywillnever

forget.

Afterbreakfast,IwaswithReeceinmyroom



..wellhewastakingacoldshowerinthe

bathroom

HecameoutinhisnakedgloryandIquickly

shieldedmyeyes

Me:GeezReece,youcouldhaveatleastwrapped

atowel

Him:It'snothingyouhaven'tseenbefore

baby,anywayYou'llbewakinguptothisevery

morningsogetusedtoit.

Hesaidcollapsingonthebed,holdingmefrom

behindandIcouldfeelhisguypokingme

IgotupandyelpedinsuprisecouseIwasn't

expectingit,heburstoutlaughing.

Him:Lookprincess,Ineedyoutofindmeaset

ofclothesandmyshadesonthebooth

Me:Whydoyouevenkeepclothesinthebooth

Him:Iusedto-..youknowwhenIcomefromthe

warehouseI'dbeallbloodysoi'dgetridof

themandwearthecleanerset.NowpleasegoI



reallyneedtoleave,Love.

Foldingmyarmstomychest

Me:Ididn'tsendyououttogetdrunk,yougoget

them

Him:YouknowIhavesensitiveeyes.Ievensaid

please..

••••••••••••••••••••••

Later

Iwasinthenewnurseyroomthatmybrother

hadmadeforthebaby.Asapresentfromhim,it

wasbreathtakinglybeautifullydesigned,hemisy

havesurespentAlot.

IalsogotthesamefromReeceonlyinhis

house.

Everyonehadleftearlieronandnowiwason

myownboredsoIdecidedtofinishopeningmy

presents.

Iwashalfwaythrough,Aredmediumbox



coughtmyeye.ItwasbeutifullyillustratedthatI

wasevenmorecurious.

Openingit,asmallglassframewithabullet

plasteredintoit

Anoteattached."CAN'TWAIT,i'LLGROOM

THEMEVENBETTER"

Ithaddriedoutblood.
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TheNote.

IcalledReeceimmediatelyseeingasIcouldn't

reachmybrother.

HedidcomeandIwastednotimeinshowing

himit.

Iwatchedashetookthepieceofpaperfrom

me,furrowinghiseyebrowsbutnotinconfusion

morelikerecognition.



Hetracedthepaperwiththetipofhisfinger

HeshookhisheadandmurmuredsomethingI

could9ltquietcatch

Me:Reece?

Him:Someoneistryingtoscareyou

Me:Whoeveritisthenissucceeding,whatare

yougoingtodo?

Hislipformedathinline.Sighing,hetookmy

headsittingmedownonthebed

Him:Ineedtotellyousomething

Inod,tellinghimtoproceed

Him:It'sbeenawhilenow

Hestartedtosay.

Him:Latelyyouhaveseenmebusy,thinking

thatI'mwiththegang-ActuallyIhavebeen.But

notworkingwithitInsteadWorkingtogetout

ofit.I'vebeensigningalotofpapers,madea

vow.I'mhappytosayIhavemanagedtostay



outoftrouble.Ihavestartedtheprocesslong

agoandit'snotdoneyetseeingasitwilltakes

awhile,butI'llgetthere.

I'mworkingmoreonthelegitimatebussinesses

ofmine.I'mdoingthisforyou,thebaby..tostart

onacleanslate,totrythenormallifethough

thatisalmostimpossibletohavethatwithme.

Lookyouwortheverything,butIcan'tjeopardise

thisnow,I'vecomethisfarprincessIcan'tgo

back.

ItwassilentasItookinwhathe

said,SomethingIneverthoughtI'dhearcoming

fromhim.Quittingthelife.

Wrappingmyarmsaroundhistorso,bringing

himinahug

Ipeckedhislips

Me:IunderstandandI'msoproudofyou,I

couldn'taskforabettermantofather,my

baby..you'rethebest



Him:Yeah?

Inod.

Sighing

Me:I'llthepolicethen

Him:Ithinkthat'sbestfornow.

Me:Thosedummieswillsuretaketheirtime,but

anywayshouldbewarnedthatifsomething

happenstome,they'llknowIhadacreeper

Him:PrincessIwon'tletanythinghappento

you,I'llbeforcedtotakemattersonmyown

handifyoudon'tgethelp.

..

IwasinthekitchenwithReece.

MakingChickemthighSosatieswithColeslaw

togowith.AlightandSimpleddish.

Him:Soisthereanythingelseyoudon'thave

andmightneedforthebaby?



Ishookmyhead

Me:NotanythatIcanthinkof

Him:Youletmeknow.

Me:Whataboutthebabyname?

Him:It'sPumpkin

Ipunchedhisshoulderplayfully,whichended

withmehurtingmyself

Me:Areyoumadeoutofsteelorsomething?

Iaskedinannoyance

Him:Ithoughtyouknewyou'dnevereverget

violentwithme,Itonlybringsyoupain.

HesmirkedandIsulked,givingmeapeckon

thelips

Me:Onaseriousnotethoughweneedtothink

ofbabynames.

Him:Surebutfornowlet'seatI'mhungry.

AfterwehadearlydinnerIpackedmyovernight



bagaftertextingmybrothertellinghimthatI'm

sleepingoveratReece.

Pickingafewsnacksfromhiskitchenwewent

uptohisroomtocuddleinbed.

Me:She'llbebeutifullikehermother

Him:Whosaidit'saShe?

Me:I'mthemotherandIcanfeelit

Him:It'saboy

Me:Not-

Him:Is

Me:Not

Him:Whateverbutthebabywilllooklikeme

Me:We'llsee.

Him:Afterthisonewedoinganotheroneeh?

Hewiggledhiseyebrow

Me:Howmanychildrendoyouwant?

Him:Awholesoccerteam



Iglareathimandhechuckles.

...

InthemiddleofthenightIwaswokenupby

Reece'sringingphonw.

Rubbingthesleepfrommyeyes,Iyawnand

startlookingonthesideofthebed,itwasempty

andIstartlookingaround

IseehimstuckatthedoorasIhavecoughthim

comingin.

HewasAlldressedup,OnlythenInoticedhe

wasn'tsleepingnexttomeallthiswhileinstead

hesneakedoutimmediatelywhenIclosedmy

eyes,sleepovertakingme..that'swhenhetook

hischance

Hemurmured'Shit'underhisbreathashehas

gottencoughtbecouseoftheloudringing

phone

Hetookitout,staringatthescreenwithoutany

meanstoanswerit



Me:PhendulaiPhoneReece(Answer)

Heshookhishead

Him:Notimportant

Me:Whocallsinthemiddleofthenight,ifitain't

thatimportant?

Him:Nopeit'snot,DidIwakeyouup?I'msorry

baby

HesaidwalkinguptometopeckmylipsbutI

turnedmyheadtolookaway

Me:Whereareyoucomingfromatthistime?

Him:Ijustwentoutforfreshair

Isnorted

Me:AndyouwaitedtillIfellAsleepwhichwas3

hoursago(AfterCheckingtime)andyoucome

backinsneakly

Him:Itoldy-

Me:Webothknowyounottellingthetruth,Are

youcheatingonme?



Him:NoI'mnot

Me:Icallbullshit!

Itwassilentforamoment,Ishouldn'thave.

Him:Uthini?(Whatwasthat?)

Heaskedtakingastepcloser.Iswallowed

nervouslyasIshutmymouth

Him:ArewehavingafightAlona?

HeaskedinhisdeepvoicesolowthatIalmost

didn'thearhim.
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Reece:ArewehavingafightAlona?

HeaskedinhisdeepvoicesolowthatIalmost

didn'thearhim.

Gulpingnervously.

Heknewbetterthantotrytohitmerightnow,I

knewhewouldn'thewasjusttryingtoscareme



rightnowanditwasactuallyworking.

Walkingpasthimbumpinghisshoulderon

purpose.

Iwentintothebathroomtotakeashoewer,I

justneededittocoolmeoff.

It'sbeenaWhilenowsittingunderthe

shower.Lettingthewaterrunfrommyheadto

mybodyasIsatdownmiserablyhuggingmy

legstomychest.

ThewaterwasnowrunningcoldbutIdidn't

mind.Ijustfeltemotionalandwas

crying,watchingmytearsblendinablurwiththe

water.

Suddenlytheshowercurtainopened,Ijustknew

itwasReecesoIdidn'tbothertolookup.

Switchingthetapoff,Hejustgotinfullydressed

andhedidn'tmindbeingwetashepickedme

upbridaly

Wrappingmeinatowelashewentout.



Gentlyplacingmeonthebed,hecontinuedto

wipemedry,helotionedmethendressedmein

myundergarmentsbeforeputtingononeofhis

T-shirts.

Hestruggledtotiemyhairbutfinallygotthe

hangofitandIalmostwantedtolaugh.

Tuckingmeinbed

Hegotinbehindmeafterchangingoutofhis

ownclothes,Cuddlingmetillifellasleepagain.

Wakingupinthemorning,smellingasweetfaint

aromaofpancakesorwasiswaffles,Idon't

knowbutitmademytummygrumble.

Iwenttothebathroomtodomymorning

routinewearingmysleepersandwentout.

Checkingmyselfinthefulllength

mirror,Reece'snavybluet-shirtcoveringupmy

hands,itwasthatlongbutimanagedtorollit

up.

Goinginthekitchen,findingReecesittingonthe



conterchairwithhislaptop.Hearing"He'llnever

change,whateverhappensdon'tlethimcontrol

youagain,don'tlethimgetinsideyourheadand

turnyoubacktow-,

Shastopped,itwasReece'sgranny.Ijust

interruptedthem,wellididn'tknowthatshewas

goingtobehereearlyinthemorning.OhwellI

shouldatleastworeappropriately,atleasta

gownonthis.

PointingbackwardwithmythumbasItooka

fewstepsbacks.

Her:No-youcomein,Imadebreakfastspecially

foryouandmygrandchild.

Shesaidsmillinggenuinely,Shewasreally

pretty.

Him:Ma,whataboutme?

Her:Idon'tcare,I'msureyoudon'tevencookfor

heryoumakeherdothecookingwhileseeing

hersituation.



Him:That'sn-

Her:Shutupanddon'tyoudarebackchatme

Youngman.

ShesmackedhimontheshoulderlastlyandI

giggledasHerubbedonthespotpouting

lightly.YouseeanothersideofReecewhenhe

waswithHer,asideyouwouldhavethoughthe

had,Headoredherandhewassocarefree.With

me,hejusttried.

Shetookmyhandandsatmedown.

Her:Howdidyousleep?

ShelookedmestraightinmyReddishpuffy

eyesbeforeturningtolookatReece.

Her:Whatdidyoudo?

Openinghismouthandclosingitshutagain

Her:Actuallyitdoesn'tmatter,Apologise

Hesighed,comingtokneelbeforeme,takingmu

handstohisandkissingtheback



Him:IknowIwaswrongandI'msorry.

Hesaidpolitely,Iglaredathimshortyltryingto

saythatIwasn'tdonewithhim

Me:Okay.

Hegotuppeckingmycheekandsittingbeside

mewhileintertwiningourfingers

...

Lateronwedecideonhavingaminibrie

outside.Itwasthethreeofusbutnowwith

ZanewithKhayone,MybrotherandRomeo.

Reecedrovehisgrandmotherhomelateron

TheguysandIsatinside.

IhadKhayoneontopofmeaswelayonthe

couch.Hebumpedhisheadupanddownonmy

bumpnowandthen.

Istoppedhimholdinghimtomysidebuthe

trashedout,RufflinghishairasIchuckled

Me:Littletroublerer?



IsaidasIgotuphandinghimtomybrother

whileIwenttothekitchenwithRomeotothe

kitchensothatIcouldcookpaptogowiththe

meat

Hegawkedatthedesignofthekitchen

Him:Wow.Youlivingthedream

Me:Yeah,whatever.Sotellmewhat'supwithyou

lately?

Him:Familythat'swhat.

Wipingmyuhandscleanafteriwashed

them.Turningtolookathistroubledface

Me:Whathappened?

Him:DadfeelslikeI'mtoomuchofaweakling

asIhaveneverbroughtagirlhome.Hedecided

tohookmeupwithhisbusinesspartner's

doighterandIfeelsomearragementcoming.

Me:Ithoughth-

Him:Hedoesn'tknowthatI'mgay,onlymymom



doesandshedecidedtokeepquiet.Youdon't

knowwhatwouldhappenifhefoundout.

Ididn'tknowhowtocomfrothimeitherthan

givinghimahug,

Me:Youstopallthisbeforeitgoestoofind,find

awaytoapproachitandtellthem.

Him:Okay.

Aftercookingweoursepareteways.

IwaswithReeceinbedandbesikekalali.

Ihadmybacktohimwhilehischinwasrested

onthecrookofmyneckpeekingatme.

Ifelthishandcreepingupmythigh,going

furthertotouchmypart,Iheldhishandandtook

itout.

Him:YhoAlona.

Me:Youleavemealone

Him:Youstillmad,Isaidiwassorry

Me:For?



Him:Whatyoumadatmefor?

Me:Lying.

Him:I-

Him:LastnightIhadtomeetwithsomeguy

whosekeepingatagatmyfather.Hetoldme

he'soutfromJail.

Notedited.
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ThatdayafterReeceinformedmeabouthis

father.Ilivedmylifeonthelookout.Iwasn't

eagertomeetthemanespeciallygivenhispast.

Iwascurrentlysatandinfrontofmewasmy

laptopasilookedupjobstotakenextyearon

theinternet.

IwasstillatReece'shouseandit'sbeenafew

hourssincehewentout,leavingmeallby



myselfboredthenidecidedtopasstimewith

this.

Whenigottiredoflookingatthescreen,I

decidedtomakemyselfmilkshakeand

sprinkledsomesprinklesontopbeforegoing

backtothelounge

IfoundReecesquintinghiseyesonthescreen

lookingatthelaptopprobablyreadingover

Me:Oyouback.

Heturnedtolookatme,hethrewhiscarkeys

onthetable.

Him:Youlookingforwork?

Heaskedinanotsohappyway.Inodbefore

goingtositdownandclosingmylaptop

Him:Why?

Ilookupathiminconfusion

Me:WhatdoyoumeanWhy?

Him:Youfeellikeican'tprovideforyouorwhat?



Me:Reecestopmakingeverythingaboutyou.I

needtomakemyself,educationuseful.Iwentro

school,Graduatedandgotmydegreenowwhy

wouldIwastemyfamily'seffortstojustsit

aroundandbecomeahousewife?Iwantto

workandbeabletoalsoprovideforthem,to

makethemproud.Ican'tbedependantonyou

oranyonefortherestofmylife.

Him:It'stoosoon,whataboutthebaby?

Me:Iwontbethefirstonetoworkandtakecare

ofababy

Him:Anewborn,OurfirstbabyAlonahe'llneed

ourfullattention.

Ishrug

Me:I'llcope.

Him:You'llcope?Alonayou'llnotfuckenneglect

mybaby.

Me:Iwon't.LookIthinkI'mperfectlycapableof

doingthsi.



Him:Youstopbeingselfish.

Me:Selfish?

Him:Yes.Nowyougonnastayputandtakecare

ofthebabythenwhenyoufitenoughmaybe

youcanstartworking

Me:It'snotyourdecisiontomake.

Him:Don'ttrymeAlona.

Ifuriouslygotupandpackedmystuffaway

beforeheadingupstairs.

Him:Don'tyoufuckendarewalkawayfromme

whilsti'mtalketoyou.

Iignoredhim.

Him:Alona.

Ididn'tstop

SuddenlyIfeltagriponmyarm,turningme

abruptlythatIlostholdofmylaptopandithit

thefloor

Me:LetgoofmeIheardyouclearlyReece,You'll



havethelastIgetit.

Ipulledmyarmoutofhisandcontinuedmy

wayup.

IwenttotakeanapsoIcouldkeepmyself

calm.

Iwokeuplaterontogotothekitchentostart

cookingdinneronlyReecebeatmetoitasI

foundhimsweatinghisassoffonthestove.He

waswithmybrotherwhohadabowlof

popcornsandabeerontheside,withabored

expressionashewatchedhisfriendcook

Iwalkedtohim,hugginghimfrombehind

Me:It'sgoodtoseeyou.

Him:Really,don'tactlikeyoumissmewhenyou

haven'twentbackhomeforawhileoratleast

calledme.

Heshruggedmeoffashetriedtolookserious

Ichuckled



Me:I'vebeenbusy.

Him:Withwhat?Takingcareofshitface.

HesaiddirectinghiseyesatReecewhowas

glaringathim.

Me:No,andyoucallhimthat.Ah..I'vebeenjob

hunting.

Him:That'sgood

Hesaidgivingmeasidehug.Atleastsomeone

washappy.

Him:ButIstilldon'tlikethatyouspendtimewith

himinsteadofme.

Heplayfullyscowled

Me:Youdon'thavetimeformeyoualwaysbusy.

Him:Truei'malwaysawaybut'

Me:Nobuts.

Him:Istilldon'tthinkhe'sgoodforyou.It'sapity

thathe'sgoingtobemybrotherinlaw,youcan

stillchangeyourmindbabe.



Reece:YouknowI'mstillhereyoushit.

Me:Youguyspleasedon'tstart.

IsaidgoingovertocheckwhatReecewas

cooking.

Afterweatedinner,MybrotherleftandReece

andIdecidetohaveanearlynight

Wetalkedoutourearlierargumentsowewere

good.

IwassnuggleduponReeceandhedidn'twant

toletgoasIsuddenlyhadanurgetogopee.

AftersomethreatningheletgoandIquickly

walkedtothebathroom.Nothingcameout,this

gotmeconfusedbecouseIwassurethatI

wantedtopee

AsIwalkedbackintotheroom,Istopped

midwayasIfeltliquidrundownmylegs.

Onlytheneverythingclicked

Me:Mywaterjustbroke.



Him:Whatwater?

Iwassilent.

Heturnedtolookatmesoquick.

Him:Holyhell

Me:Don'tfreakoutReece

Him:Holyfuckinghell

Me:Reece

Him:HolyShit!

Wehadahardtimegettingtothehospital

becousewewerearguingalltheway.
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IthoughtwhenIgottherei'dbetakenintothe

roomtogivebirthbutunfortunatelymybaby

wasn'tready.HereIwaspacingonthehospital



corridor

IhadremovedanysortofclothingIhad,Iwas

wearingonlyasatingowncauseIwasreally

hot.

Reecehadwentoffsomewhereafterhecalled

somerelatives.

Hecameuptomehehadacupofcofeeanda

plasticcupwithwaterthathadice,Iglaredupat

himandIsawworrywrittenonhisfeatures.

Me:Water?AmanziReece?

Igrittedthroughmyteeth,Islappedthecup

awayfrommeandwatchedthewaterspillout

Me:I'minpainrightnow,becouseof

you(Digging/pointingmyfingeronhis

chest)thisisyourfault,It'sallyourfault!And

youhavethenervetogivemewater!Freaking

waterReece?Yougotohellwithit.

Thewaterpartseemedtoaggravateme

more.Reecejustlookedatmeinconfusion.



Isohatedhimrightnow.Istartedhittinghimon

hischesrusingmyfists,heseemedunaffected.

Iscreamedprofanitiestellinghumhowmuchit

washisfault.

WhenIwastakeninbecousetheyfeltlikeIwas

ready.

IgavebirthtomybabyandIthoughtitwasall

overthen,untilthenursesaidinthemost

calmestvoicethatthere'sanotherheadcoming.

Ha!

IwaspushingandpushingandallwhilelongI

squezeedReece'shandthatwasholdingmine

untilitbecamepale.he'lllbeluckyifIdon't

breakhisbones

Itwashisfault,that'swhatIscreamedthrough

out.
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ThemachineintheDrroomwasnotaccurate

becousewedidn'tknowthattheweretwountil

afterthefirstbabywasborn

Thelabourwasextremelyshortanddifficult

withinanhourthebabieswereborn,Iwentfrom

Experiencingminimalpaintoextremepainwith

littletimetoadjust.

Iwokeupinpainthefollowingmorning,itfelt

lokei'vebeensleepingfordayswithoutwaking

up.Ihadahardtimeadjustingmyeyestothe

lightbutifinallygotthehangofit.Itriedsitting

up,butIstartedhurtingandsoalmostwent

beckdownbutReecehelpedmeupandtosit.

Hehelpedmedrinkwater.Clearingmythroat

Me:Wherearethey?

Myvoicecameoutsmallandraspy

Him:Inthehospitalnursey.Theyareperfectly



fine.

Inod

Me:Girls?

Heshookhisheadwithahugegrin

Him:Boys,IdenticaltwinIcan'teventellthem

apart

Igroanedatthethoughtthattheywereboys

andhechuckled.

Him:Youalmostscaredmewhenyoublacked

outyesterday,IthoughtIwasgonnaloseyou

Me:Why?

Him:Inmostcasewomanaren'tstrongenough

aftergivingbirthsotheyendupgivingout

Hesighed

Me:GuessI'mstrongerthen.

Henod

Him:Thankyou.



Hekissedthebackofmyhand.

Me:For?

Him:Forthem,bestgiftever.Ipromise,I'llalways

bethereforyouguys.Ndiphilelaninango.

Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhenthedoor

bustopenandincamemybrother,followedby

mymom

Shesmackedhisback.

Her:Ukrwada!

Iwatchedashepouted

Her:Babyyouawake.

Shecameuptohugme.

Her:Howdoyoufeel?

Me:Drainedoutandstillinpainbuti'llbefine

Her:Theytellmeyoudidgoodyesterday.

Me:Itried.

Iofferedasmallsmile.



Anursecameinlateron,holdingwhatI'm

guessingmybundlesofjoysonher

arms,wrappedinbabybluefurbabywraps.

Iopenedupmyarmstotakethem,Istruggledto

holdthembothbutmomhelpedmeoutuntilI

feltcomfortable.

Iawedattheirpinkfaces,darkbushycurls,Tiny

hands,SwollenandpuffyeyesandReddishtiny

lips

Godtheywereadorable.

Ifeltconnectedtotheminstantly,IfeltReece's

handwipeatearfrommyface.

Oz:Doublethetroubledoublethemischief.

Mom:Decidedonanynamesyet?

IshookmyheadwhileReecenod

Him:Secondnames..CarnelloandOthello.The

youngeroneisCarnelloandtheOlderoneis

Othellowhichmeansprosperouse,thatone

camefrommygrandmother.I'llexplaintoyou



later.

Me:Ilikethem.

Ismiledupathim

Me:I'mguessingyoualreadyhavetheirfirst

names.

Iaskedlookingatmom.

Her:AlunamdaandLinamandla

Me:AlunamdaCarnelloCruzandLinamandla

OthelloCruz.

Onlythey'llusethesurnameonceweget

married,whichisafewmonthsaway.

Oz:TheCruztwins,Manthisshitiscute.

Hesaidgrinning.

Wespentfewminuteswiththetwinsbefore

theyweretakentothenursery.MymomandOz

hadleftearlier.Weweretobedischargedthe

followingdayandIcouldn'twaittotakemy



babieshomewithme,thoughIwasscaredMom

willbethere

IhadjustgotdonebathingandIworethetuck

inbelttoholdonmystomach,tryingtoputit

backtoit'snormalshape.

Reecehasbeenwithmealltheway,hegoes

backtohishousetofreshenupthencome

backimmediately,heneverwantedtoleaveour

sideforlong.

BACKHOME.

Idecidedtogivebreastfeedingatry.Alunamda

wouldsuckleforalittlewhilebutwouldn'tstay

onmybreastforlong.Linawouldn'tevendare

sucklesowedecidetobuysomeformulamilk

sincebothofthemwerenotsokeenonbeing

breastfed.



Iwasaloneinthehouseandhaveputthemin

theircarseatsasIsatbetweenthemona

cushionwithabottleineachofmyhands,that's

thebestwayI'veconeupwith,itwaspretty

usefulwhenIwasaloneatthehouse.

Iheardaknockatthedoorinsteadofgoingto

openIjustshoutedforwhoevertocomeon.

ItwasReece.

HehadsomebrownShoppingpapebag,heput

itonthetableandcametositdowninfrontof

usafterhepeckedmylips.

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Ijustshrug

Him:Youlooktired

Me:Iam,they'realittletroublesomeandwe

stayedupallnightwithOzseeingastheydin't

wanttosleep.

Isaidtakingoutthebottlefromtheitiny

mouths,IunbuckledAlu(Alunamda)fromhis



seatsoIcouldburphim.

Reecewasjustlookingatme,hewasafraidof

evenholdingthemyetbecousetheywereso

tinyhefeltlikehe'llbruisethem.

Him:Whydon'tyougonapandI'lllookafter

them

Me:Areyousure?

Him:Yeah,ImeanI'llwakeyouupifIcan't

handleit.They'refullanywaymaybethey'llfall

asleepshortyl.

Afterleavingthetwinswithhimandtellinghim

whattodo.Iwentomyroomandimmediately

dozedoff.

Iwokeuplaterontofindthemasleepnextto

me,LinawassnuggleduptoAluwhowas

snugglingtome.

Iawedatthem,Iheardasnapshot,findingreece

takingapicture.



Mymomwasbackearlierthanusual,shewas

cookingdinnerandshegaveReecesomelist

forhimtogothechemisttommorrowmorning

sothathecangetafewbottlesofmedicinefor

thetwins.
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Oz:Wherearemylittlemonkeys?

Heaskedashemadehiswayin,hewascalled

themthatbecousetheyweresohairy.

Me:YoucallthemthatonemoretimeIsweraI'll

shovethismonitorupyourAs-

IstoppedmidwayasIrememberedmom's

presence.Ozsmirked

Me:Thetwinsaresleeping.

Oz:Youshouldconsiderhim(PointingReece)to

staysothatyoucouldwakehimupinthe

middleofthenightwhenthetwinswakeup.I



can'tbeoutheredoingnightshiftsbeouse

whenyoutwodecidedtoplayagameof

Soccer,youknow'KickingandScoring,Catching'

Iwasn'tthere.

Hemumbled.

Istifledalaugh.

Reece:Youbettershutup.

Hegrittedthroughhisteeth.

Momshookherheadsidetosideasshelooked

atherSon.

Mom:Yazi(YouKnow)Ozamokuhle..I'mstill

lookingforyourparents.

Iburstoutlaughing.
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DaysWeekMonths,3monthslater.

Icouldsayeverythingwasgreatsofar.



Thetwinsweregrowingtobemorecuterand

theymuchmorelookedliketheirfather,It

hurt.No,don'tlookatmelikethat,OfcourseIwas

hurtingbecouseIcarriedthemfor9months9

FREAKINmonths,wentthroughthepainfull

labourandthentheylooklikehim.Isweari

couldeasilydenythem,theworstpartIcouldn't

eventellthemapart.Maybeastimegoes,I'llbe

abletospotsomedifferances.

Mybrothersaidheknewhowtotellthemapart,I

askedhimhowandhesaid"Theotherisalittle

moreofamonkeythantheother"meaningthe

otherisharrierthantheother

:|

MymothersaidthatLina,,theeldest.Hadatiny

heartshapedlikebirthmarkonthetopofhis

hand.

ImaginenowthatIhavealittle

misunderstandingwiththetwinsandIfirsthave

tochecktheirhands.



:/

IaskedReecetocuttheotheroneshairto

makeiteasier,"Youstartwithyours"hehad

answered.

Anywaythetwinswereadorablethough.Their

daytimenapsweren'tsynchronizedatthe

momemt.Whileonenapstheotherisawake

andviceversaandIthinkitwasbetterthatway

becouseitcanbealittlebittroublesomewhen

theybothareawake.

Reece.

Reecewouldtradetheworldforhis

babies,knowwhatImean?

Hewasalwaysthere,he'stakeabulletaand

releaseoneforthem.Therewasnothinghe

wouldn'tdoforthem.

Hewassocommited,helovedthemdearlyand

wholeheartedlt.

Ihadnowordstodescribetheir



relationship,Thebonditwassorealand

adorable.

Beingyoung,amotheroftwo,Ithastakenit'stoll

anditwasn'teasybutwiththesupportofmy

familyandfriendsIknewIcoulddoit.

Mybrotherhasbeensohelpfuland

supportive,soismymother.

ItfeltgoodtoknowthatIhadallthesepeople

bymysidetohelpme,Iwasreallygratefull

Romeo,onhisfreetimehe'dvisitandnotme,No.

Thetwins,hehadthiscrazyobsessionof

alwaystakingswlfieswiththem.

He'ddressthemupandtakealotofpictures,he

poststhemonlineandsaystheybringhimalot

offame.Actuallythecruzfamilybringshim

popularity

Yeahyoucouldsaymy4mothsoldswere

gettingfamous.



Romeoevenproposedadeal,sayinghewants

tosignthemupforbabymodellingdeal,howhe

wasthinkingofdesigningthemclothesseeing

ashewasafashiondesigner.Youknowwhat

?,hewascrazy.

ReeceandIweretheyoungestmarriedcouple

bynow,Husbandandwife,Iwasfinallymrscruz.

Itwasthebestweddinganygirlcouldever

dreamof,gettingmarriedabroad.

Onetwist,Reeceandmybrothercamelateon

theceremony.Insteadofthebridebeinglate

,nope.Itwasthegroomandhisbestman.

Appaarentlytheywentoutclubbingthe

previousnight,theygotsodrunktheystruggled

towakeupinthemorning.

Theycametotheceremonywearingsome

Jamaican/Miamishades.Theirtailormadesuits.

Seeingastheywerelate,Apparentlytheyforgot



toputonshirtsunderthesuits.

Idon'tknowwhetherIshouldbelievethe

latenessexcuseoritwastherebelsinsideof

themandtheyplannedit.

Theydecidednottoweartheshirtstocomplete

thewholesuitlook,theirwelldefinedtattoed

chestswereoutfordisplay.Theysogotitfrom

meaftertheCeremony.

AllinallitwasoneofthebestdaysthatI'llput

onthelistamongtheother,toneverforget.Even

thoguhnoteveryonewaspresent,seeingas

theycouldn'taffordaplaneticket.Theysentout

theirlove.

Iwascurrentlythehappiestgirl.

Fallingforthegangleadedbroughtme

pain,sadnessatfirstbutitalsobroughtme

happinessandpurpose,Nowhewasnolongera

GangleaderbutaformerGangleader.

Hewasn'taboutthatlife.Wewerestartinga



newlife,andlefttheoldlifebehind.

Ifitfollowsus?Iguesswe'llsee.

ButIwasgoingtostaybesidehimthroughitall.

Rideordie.
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Reece:GoodmorningMrs.Cruz

IbrushedthesleepoffmyeyesasIsatupand

turnedtosmileathim.

Me:MorningMrzruz

Hepecksmylips

Him:Imadeyoubreakfast

Me:That'smydut-

Heshookhisheadstoppingme

Him:Noit'snot,anywayyou'retired.Here.

Hepointedtothetrayonhissidewherethere



wasWholewheatbread,aminibowlforjamand

butterontheside.Steamingcreamedcoffeand

Chocolatechippancakes,That'showIlikedmy

breakfast,simple.

Me:Aww,thankyoy.Letmebrushmyteethfirst

andcheckonthetwins

Him:No.Igotit,yougofreshenup

Igotinthebathroom,didmymorningroutine

andwentout

Reecewassittingonthebedwiththetwins

whowerewide

Me:Weretheycrying?

Heshookhishead

Him:JustAwakeandeatingeachothershands.

Me:Whathappenedtothesoundtheymake

whentheywakeup.

Him:Theymustbegrowingup.

InodasIsatdown,Kissingboththeirtinylips



andIwasabouttotakethetray..

Him:You'reunfair.Ionlygottokissyourcheek

butyoukissthemonthelips

Hepouted

Me:OkaythenBigbaby.

IsaidasIkissedhimonthelips,turningintoa

fullblownkissuntilIpulledawayandtookmy

breakfast.

Ispreadthejamandbutteronmybread,Itook

thefirstbiteandwasabouttotakethesecond

whensuddenlyitfellrightoffmyhandandto

thetray.Hittinginsidethecupmakingitspilla

little.

IlookatAlu,theonewhocousedthemess,then

hisfatherwhowasholdinginalaugh

Me:Youknow,it'snotfunnyReece.

That'sallittookforhimtoburstout

laughing.Somethinghedidmoreoftenlately



Ilookedathisclosedeyes,hisperfectstraight

teethandthedeepdimples.Goshtheguyswas

hot,tothinkheisallmine.

Him:I'msorryPrincess.

Icontinuedtoeatmyhalfruinedbreakfast

whileremovingAluandLinafromitnowand

then

ItriedgivingAluasmallpieceofbreadafter

wettingitandhechoked.Igotsoscared

becousebythenheturnedevenmorered.

Ihadtostickmyfingerinsidehismouthtotake

itout,IsighedwhenIgotholdofit.

Him:Ufunaund'bulalelaabantwanango?(You

wanttokillmybabies)

Me:BayaBawa

Him:Iwonderwhotheytakeafter.

Me:Definitelynotme.

Him:Sure..Saysthegirlwhoalwayscametomy



houseafterschoolforsomegoodies.

Me:Youhadsomeprettygoodstuff

Him:Sure.

Hesaidsmirking,realizingthatIjustadmittedit.

:|

Intheevening,Reecestayedwiththetwins

whileheforcefullysentmetotheSpatogeta

fulltreatment.

IreturnedhomelatertofindhimCooking.He

hadAlu/LinaIdon'tknowwhichone,Onababy

carrierattachedtohisfront.Youknowthose

beltlikethingsyouusuallyputababyinand

attachittoyourself?Yeah

IlaughedsohardthatIhadtearsinmyeyesas

Iputmyhandontheside.

Me:Whatintheworlddoyouthinkyoudoing?

Iaskedheadingtowardshimaftercatchingmy

breath.



Ikisshimonthelipswhilekissingthetwinwho

hadhismediumhazeleyesdrowsywithsleep.

Him:Cookingformywife

Iawwedathim

Me:Ifeelreallylove

Ihughisside

Me:Where'shisbrother?

Him:Hisgrannywenttoputhimonhiscot

Me:Yourgran,she'shere?

Henod

Me:God,letmejustgochangeoutofthese

Isaidpanicking.Iwaswearinghighrisejeans

andaoffshoulderOlivegreenwaterfallcropped

top.Myhairwasstraightenedoutendingonthe

middleofmyback

Him:Princess,cooloff.Youlooksexyonthose

tightassfittingjeans,makingmydicktwitch

justbylookingatit



Hewinked

Inudgedhissidetoshuthimup

Me:That'sthething,It'sinnapro-

Him:Hey.Youdon'tactlikroneofthoseold

bride,followingrulesandshit.Wemakeourown

rules,youyoungsoyouwearanythingyouwant

Idon'tmind,butyoudon'twearshorts,unless

youwithme.

"Yeah,tellher"

Iturnedtofindgrannysmillingatus.Igreeted

herbeforeofferingtomakehercoffee.

Shesaidshealreadyhadit.Shetookasleeping

twinfromReeceandwentwithhimupstairs.

Reecewasdishingout.

Him:YouandIaregoingoutlater?

Me:Whereto?

Him:Justmeetingthegang.

Me:Ithou-



Him:Theywanttothrowmesomefarewellshit.

Me:Whynow?It'sbeenmonthssinceyouquit.

Him:TheythoughtIwasgoingtochangemy

mindandcomeback.

Me:Butyoudidn't.

Henod.

Me:Whodidyouthrowtheropestoanyway?

Him:SinceZanerefused,It'ssomeguycalled

Juice.He'sbeenbymysideeversinceistarted.

Inod.

Me:Oh.NowifIgowithyou,whataboutthe

twins?

Him:O'ladysaidshe'llstaythenight.

Ididn'twanttogo,Ihatedbeinginvolvedinthe

gangstuffandwhoknowswhat'sgonnago

down.

Me:Okaythen.



Him:Wewontbelong.

Hecouldprobablycouldsensemydiscomfort.

Inod.

Aftereating,wewenttochangeandwentout.

...
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IthoughtwhenIgotthereitwasallgoingtobe

partyvibes,youknowallthosestickersandcool

stuff.

Butthiswasdifferent,Itwasmadeforthem.

Theseguysoverherewerescary.

InsteadofhidingbehindReeceIwasbeside

him.Ihadtostayput.

ItwasallWhiskeyandCigars.Gunsoutfor

display,GodwhatwasIdoinghere?Oh!Being

thesupportiveWife.



Cameapartwhentheywerecarspinningand

racing,itwasfascinatinguntilcameapart

whereIhadtogetinacarwithReecewhowas

goingtospinit.

Insteadofbeingthewimp,Igotin.

Iwasn'tscared.

TheyhadcalledhimRipperCruz'

Ihadwonderedwhy,partlywasbecousewhen

hespunforthelongesttimewiththecar,hehad

noseatbelton

Hetookhisguntoputitstraightontheinside

rooftoptofireshots,goingthrough

out,damagingthecar.

Ittookawhileforhimtostopspinning,whenwe

gotoutIwasdizzyandstartedtoshake,he

passedmeabottleofwater.

Notgiventimetoadjust,hetookmeawayfrom

thecarbeforethrowinginaballlikethingthat

fellinsidethecar,itexploded.



Hejustbombedhiscar.

Him:ThatcaristheoneImostlyusedtoattend

thejobs.Ijusthadtoletgo

Me:Ihaveafeelingthisisnotthefirstcaryou

havedamaged

Heshrugged

Him:Thisonewasspecialthough.

Afterspendingafewhourswithhisfriendswe

wenthome.

Iwasdogtired,Ijustwentforashowerbefore

goingtocheckonmypeacefullysleeping

babies,thenIwenttoourroomtofindReece

waitingformeinbed.

Me:Youhadfun.

IsaidasIgotinandsnugglingonhisside

Him:Yeah,I'mgonnamissdoingthat.

Me:Yousoundlikeyoudebatingwithyourself

youwanttogobackorsomething.



Hesighed.

Him:It'snoteasytojustquitandforgetabout

it,butIassureyouthatI'mnotgoingbackOkay?

Inod

Me:Good.

Him:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore

Him:Heythat'ssupposedtobemyline.

Me:Shutup.

ReeceandIhavebeenthroughalot,throughit

allweovercameanychallengesthrownonour

way.

It'sbeenalongjourney,itwasn'teasy.

Givenhowwemet,howhewas,howIwas.Here

wewerewithourownfamily.

Iknowitsnotgoingtobeeasy,butaslongas



wehadeachother.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeuptoa

note,Reecesayinghe'sgonedrivinghis

grandmahome.

Istretchedoutmtsorearms.Igotupandwent

todomyroutinebeforegoingtothetwinsroom

whichwasnextdoor.

Openingthedoorslowlytonotwakethemup

oncasetheyweresleeping.Asmyheadpeeked

in,IheldmyhandtomymouthsothatIwouldn't

scream.

Istoodfrozen,,mybloodrunningcoldandmy

eyeswideopen

Acoupleoffeetawayfrommestoodaman,in

frontofmybabiescot.Wearingallblack,heheld

oneofthetwinsRockinghimbackand

forth,lookingathismischievousglint.

Idebatedwhethertostepforwardandsnatch



mybabiesawayfromhim.

Me:W-whoareyou?

Istutteredoutwhilegulpinginfear,hehadthis

badvibesmorelikedangerousvibeOozingout.

Theguyturnedtolookatme

OhShit!

Him:Yourfatherinlaw,dear.

Hesmirkedatme.

TheEnd


