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PROLOGUE

PROPHETNKA

IfeltlikeIwaslayingontopofsomethingthat

wasmoving.AsIlookedup,brightlightswere

blindingme.Ihearddifferentvoicesgoing

around...

"He'slosingalotofblood"

.

"HisBPisdropping"

.

"Gethim totheOPnow!!"

.



"Sircanyouhearme?Doyouknowwhereyou

are?"

Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingon,AllIknewIhad

toclosemyeyes.Theywereheavy.That'swhen

thevoicesbecamedistant,thebrightlights.

Startedshiningveryverybright.Iclosedmy

eyesandopenedthem,toseeRaphaelstanding

overme..

Me:Am Idead?

Raphael:No

Me:Am Idying?

Raphael:Notachance



Me:I..Irememberbeingshot

Raphael:Yes

Me:Itwasn'trandom,I'dthinkofahijackingbut

this.Thisseemedtobepersonal.Hedidn'ttake

mycar,Hewasalone.Aftershootingmehe

wentbacktohisbike

Raphael:Iknow

Me:Whathappened?

Raphael:Cloovershotyou



Me:What?Idon'tunderstand..Why?It's

impossible!Clooverismybestfriend

Raphael:ClooverisaSatanist,anAntiChrist.

Agentofthedarkworld,thedarknessinyour

light.Whatyouaretous,iswhatheistoLucifer

Me:Clooverisanexorcist,ClooverisofGod

Raphael:Clooverisa666senttokillyou,hence

whathappenedtoday

Me:GetoutofhereRaphael,ifhewasIwould

know

Raphael:Youwouldn'thaveknown,Hewastoo

closetoyourheart.AshowDavidwascloseto



God'sheartandhesinned

Me:Raphael

Raphael:Youlistentome,Whateverhappens

youneedtolive.Yourwifestillneedsyou,the

girlsneedyouandtheworldstillneedsyou.

Thosebrokensoulsoutthere,theystillneed

you.Itdoesn'tendlikethis,Soyouhavetolive

nomatterwhatthecost.NowClooveriswith

thegirls,Urielisthere.Wegonnaprotectthem

foryou.Untilyougetoutofhere

WhenRaphaelsaidallthosethings,Itmademe

realizethat.Eventheoneswetrust

wholeheartedly,canbetrayusbadthemost.For

those3bulletstohavenotkilledmeinstantly,it

meansI'm stillneeded.ThereforeIshallremain!



.

Tobecontinued
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AFEW YEARSLATER

ItwasaSaturdaymorning,OnSaturdaysIgo

visitNestaatthementalinstitution.Every

SaturdaymorningbeforeIgoonwithmyday..

Iam 21yearsoldnowandinmysecondyear,

studyingpharmacy.IwasdelayedbecauseI

hadtorepeatmygrade10and11.Notbecause



Iwasn'tsmartbutthoseweretheyearswere

depressiontookatollonme.

Igreetedthereceptionistandsigned..

Me:Howisshethismorning?

Receptionist:Wellshe'sherself,Youknowhow

sheis

IgotusedtocallingNolithaMom overtheyears,

andNkaDad.MybirthMom,Ijustaddressher

byhername.Iknowitsoundsdisrespectfulbut

InevergotthehangofcallingherMom..

Iwastoldeverything,Howsheendeduphere

andwithwhathappenedtomeIcould'veeasily



hatedherbutthebeautyofthesituationarose

whenIwasadoptedbyaverylovingfamily.If

whathappenedtomedidn'thappen,Iwouldn't

beheretoday..

Iopenedthecurtains..

Me:Goodmorning

Shewassittingonthechair..

Nesta:IthoughtItookmymedicationalready

whatareyoudoinghere?ImadeitclearthatI

wantedtobealone

Me:Nestait'sme,It'sTiti



SurprisinglyenoughNestaendedupgoing

mentalforreal.Ifeelthatthemedicationalso

hadanimpactandwhatshedidisfinally

catchingupwithher..

Nesta:Titi..OhhTiti..MyDaughter

Me:Yes

Iwentoverandkissedherontheforehead..

Nesta:YouknowtheysayI'm crazy,butI'm not..

Me:Iknow

Nesta:NowIsawabackexit,Ifweclimbdown

thewindowanddownthewaterpipewecanget



outofhere!Let'sgo

Shegotupandwenttothewindow..

Me:Nesta

Nesta:Comeon,Let'sgo

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Thewindowdoesn'topen

Nesta:What?How?Why?Sowheredoestheair

comein?I'm goingtosuffocate.Iwon'tbeable

tobreathseetheytryingtokillme!Theytrying

tokillme!!!



Iheldher..

Me:Comeon,Let'sgo

Iwalkedheroversowecouldsitdown..

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

Thedooropened,Oneoftheservantgirls

walkedin.Shekepthereyesdown.Shebowed

alittle..



Nonku:"Ngidi,

Bophela,Busane

Fuyane,Mazinga,

MlalazikaNoxhaka,

Lakalathengwangembuzi,

Imbuzikwakungeyempongo,

WenabhakalaseMakhasi,

Wenanyokazakhwelaemthinizingenanyawo,

Wenankomozehlangelengisoestikini,

Wen'okandunumabukwayombiliabasezitheni

nabasekhaya,

Dlokwelendlovu,

JijiMankononkono,

Gezangenhlaabafokazanabegezangezansi,

Mnguni!"



Iputmyhandsinmypocketsandlookedather..

Nonku:Nkosiyam (myprince)

Me:Nonku

Nonku:Everyoneisreadyandsittedatthetable

forbreakfast

Me:I'llberightthere,Thankyou

Shebowed..

Nonku:Ngidi!



Shewalkedout..

TIERAMHLABA

ItookNka'ssurnamerightaftertheadoption

wasfinalized..

Iputthebreakfastonthetable..

Nesta:Areyoumarriednow?

Me:No

Nesta:Why?

Me:I'm..I'm hivpositiveNesta



Nesta:Youweresleepingaround??Wherewas

Nolitha?

Me:NoIwasnotsleepingaround,Inevereven

hadaboyfriend

Nesta:HowareyouHivpositive?

Me:RememberwhenIwasyoung,Remember

Jeffusedtorapeme?Heinfectedme

Nesta:Ishould'vekilledhim!Iwantedtokillhim

Me:Youdid



Nesta:Good!

Ichuckledandshookmyhead..

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Iwentdowntoeatbreakfastwitheveryone.At

thetablewasmySister,MyMother,andour

healer..

Me:Goodmorning

Isatdown..

MyFatherwasaKing,aKingtoisizwesakwa

Hlomuka.Iwastheonlyheirtothethronebut

becauseIwasyoungwhenhedied,mymother



tookoverjustuntilIgrewupandtakeover.She

wasprotectingthethroneforme,from my

Father'sBrotherwhofeltlikehewasentitledto

it.HeistheonewhokilledmyFather,poisoned

him forthethrone.Whenourhealercaughtit,

hewasexecuted.Myfatherhad3Brothers,he

wasthefirstborn.Onlyoneisleft,Heliveswith

ustogetherwithhisfamilybutnotinourhouse.

Theyhavetheirownhousebutsameyard.I'm

25yearsoldandIdecidedtohavealife

differentfrom whatIwasmeanttobe.I'm at

school,studyingmedicine.Ididn'twanttostudy

medicine,Ijustdidbecauseit'slengthy.It'll

keepmeawayfrom here..

Ourvillageisapopulationof30000people,It's

notyourtypicalvillage.Ourpeoplehavehouses,

cleanrunningwater,electricity,amall,Shopping

center,2hospitals,5clinics,2primaryschools,

2secondaryschoolsandtwoprisonsonefor



Men,onefor

Women.Wearearichvillage,wehaveoiland

gold.OurvillageisinSouthAfrica,my

ancestorshadthislandwithinthiscountryand

weareaveryrespectablegroupofpeople

becausethecountrydependsonourmoneytoo.

Weexporttoothercountriesandcontributeto

thecountry.Wehave3goldmines,andanoil

rig..Myfamilyisworth15mill..

Theonlythingmissinginourvillageis

universitiessoweattendtheonesinour

country..

MyFatherwasanhonorableKing,Hewasn't

corrupt.Hispeoplecamefirstandtheirneeds

camefirst.Thosewhoarefinancially

challengedgetanallowanceofR3000amonth,

eachhousehold,freemedicalhelpandtheir



childrendon'tpayschool

Fees.Kidswhogotovarsity,TheHlomuka

foundationgivesthem astudyloan.Nomatter

whichcourseyoudo,wetakecareofyour

educationbutwhenyoustartworkingyoupay

back.

SomewenttoworkinotherpartsofSouth

Africa,IsizwesakwaHlomukaisthemost

admiredbyeventhecountryitself.Althoughwe

don'tallowanyonetocomeandlivehere,Either

youarebornhereoryoucameherethrough

marriage.Allthevillagers,wehavemarkson

ourshoulderstoshowthatyouarefrom here,

notallowingpeoplefrom otherplacestocome

liveherehashelpedthevillagetostayrichasit

is.OurLawenforcementisverystrictnoone

justcomesinhere,theygetstrictordersfrom

us.Myfamilywenodifferentfrom the

President,JustthatIsizwesakwaHlomukais



ruledbyRoyaltythanthepresident..You'll

actuallythinkit'satownthanavillagedueto

howithasdevelopedovertheyears..It's

separatedintotwoparts,Thetownandthe

village.There'speoplewhoarestilllivingatthe

villagethatpartthatexistedforyears..

Wejustkepttocallingitavillagebecausethat's

howitusedtobebeforemyFatherMthunzi

Hlomukathe4thmadeitwhatitistoday..

Healer:Mthunziwehavetoperform aceremony

foryoubeforeyougobacktothecitytomorrow

Me:Okay

Ma:Idon'tevenknowwhyhe'sgoingback



Me:Ma

MyMom isveryhardcore,Ithinkitcomesfrom

thefactthatshe'sthefirstwomantoleadand

sheneededthatrespectfrom thepeople.She

ruleswithanironfiest..

Ma:Anyway..Mthunziwehavetogodownto

thePrisonafterbreakfast.Tosignoffthedeath

penaltyforthismonth

Me:Doesn'titbotheryouthatwearetheonly

placethatstillpassesonthedeathpenalty?

EvenSouthAfricadon'thaveit

Ma:WearenotruledbytheSouthAfrican

constitutionremember?Wehaveourown

constitutiontheHKconstitutionthatallrapists



andmurderersshouldbeshottodeath

Ourdeathpenaltyisdifferent,Insteadof

hangingorthechair.Ourprisonerswhowere

sentencedtodeath,aremadetostandinan

openareaandtheygetshotatleast10times

each.Thentheirfamiliescometoclaim the

bodies..

Me:Yesbutwhataboutthosefalselyaccused

ofrapeandmurder?Where'sthejusticeinthat?

Ma:Inourvillagethere'snofalselyaccused,

Whywouldyoubefalselyaccused?Whywould

awomanlietoyou?

Me:Feministmuch?



Ma:Doyouhaveaproblem withhowIrule?

Becauseifyoudothenyoucantaketheropes

Amahle:Mom haskeptthecrimerateofIsizwe

sakwaHlomukalowShade,She'sdoneherbest

Me:Ofcourse!Thelawfavoursthewomenof

thisvillagemorethantheMen,FucktheMen

Ma:Hey!!Idon'tacceptsuchlanguageinmy

house..Iam theQueen,Indlovukazi,uDlunkulu

andyoushallrespectme!

Me:Apologieshermajesty

Ma:Anywaylet'stalkaboutyourmarriage



Me:Therewego

Ma:KingLushabaisveryrespectableandhe

hasbeautifuldaughters.Ukwakhaubuhlobo

nabowillstrengthenourkingdom too

Me:Idon'tlovehisDaughter

Ma:Shelovesyouthat'sallthatmattersAngithi?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Ma

Ma:YouwillmarryKingLushaba'sDaughter

andthatisacommandfrom yourQueen,Next

weekendtheytravelingfrom KwaZulu-Natalto



comeforavisit

Me:I'm lookingforwardtoit(Sarcasm)

TIERAMHLABA

Me:IknowthatmyDrsaidIcanhavechildren,

andmychildrencanhaveadifferentstatus

from mine

Nesta:So?

Me:NestawhichManwouldbeokaywithus

usingcondomseveryday?Idon'twannamake

lovewithamanscaredthathemightbe

infected,Scaredtokissme,Scaredtotouchme

ifIbleed.Idon'twannabethatburden,He's



obviouslygoingtocheatonmesowhynotjust

staysingle?I'm happywithwheremylifeis..I'm

happyisn'tthatenough?WhydoIneedaman

tobehappy?Ihaveyou,alovingfamily,God,I'm

atschoolaren'tthoseblessingsenough?

Nesta:OfcourseTiti,Solongyouhappythat's

enough

Me:OkayI'm playingmycardnow,watchout

.

Tobecontinued
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AfterseeingmyMom,IdroveuptoNka'soffice.

He'saverybusyPersonandnowtheexecutive

produceroftheshow"MenofGod"

Iknockedathisoffice..

Dad:Comein

Iwalkedin..

I'm stillstayingathome,Idrivetoschool

everyday.Idon'tevenfeellikemovingoutand

gettingmyownfornow,Iam happystayingat

homewithmyParents..

Nka:HowisyourMom?



Me:She'sdoingwell,She'sfine

Isatdown..

Nka:Iam soproudofyou,notmanypeople

woulddothat.Manypeoplewould'vehated

theirParent

Me:There'snothingtohate.Despitewhat

happened,Idon'tthinkNestastoodthereand

encouragedhim toviolateme.Wheresheis

today,isvalidationenoughthatsheactedasa

trueMothereventhoughshebrokethelaw

Nka:Ithoughtthatyouweregoingtogrowup

andbeabitterPersonbuttherapyandGod

helpedyouPrincess



Me:I'm 21,There'snolongeraneedforyouto

callmethat

Nka:There'severyneed

Me:StillthinkI'm goingtomarryintoroyalty?

BecomeaPrincessthenaQueen?

Nka:IcannotseethefuturebutIcanseea

destiny.Inyoursinyourjourneyacrownis

included.Youweren'tnamedTieraforno

reason,thoughspelleddifferentlybutaTierais

acrownyourname,everyone'snameis

attachedtotheirdestiny.Itholsanatureofthe

Personandinyours,Youhavebeenaprincess.

You'vebeenactinglikeoneandIknowyouwill

getmarriedtosomeonewhohasaroyalblood



Me:InSA?OrEngland?

Webothlaughed..

Ella:Wadupfamily!!

EllaandIwethesameage,she'sjustolderthan

mewithafewmonths.Wehavebeenclose

eversince,She'sveryprotectiveofme.Ifyou

didn'tknowbetter,You'dactuallythinkweare

bloodsisters..Ellaisalingeriemodel,She

signedacontractwithacompanythatgaveher

alingerieline,Shetravelsalotandshe'sdoing

well..

AProphet'sDaughterbecausenowweconsider

ourselvestheirkids,posinginmagazinesinher



underwear.Manandboysalikeprobably

mastubatingtoherpicturesisashame,But

Nkahasalwaysencouragedustofollowour

dreams.Hesaysitallthetime,He'stheProphet

andwenot.Wenotsubjectedtoliveunderthe

rules,wecanliveourownlivessolongwe

respectourselves.

Igotupandhuggedher..

Me:Whendidyougetback?

Ella:Ijustpassedbyathome,Tellmeisthe

Saturdaylunchstilltradition?

SinceNkaisabusyman,hehasalwaysmadeit

atraditionthateverySaturdayfrom sincewe

wereyoungwegooutforlunch.Me,Him,and



Ella..MeandHim we'vealwayskeptthat

tradition,sinceEllaisalwaysbusy.

Shewentuptohim andhuggedhim,Shewas

wearingaveryshortblackleatherskirtbutwith

stockingsunderneath..

Nka:Readytogo?

Ella:Let'sroll!

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Commissioner:5Prisonerswhowillbeputto

death

Ma:Only5?Wemakingprogress



Commissioner:Indeedweare,Ineedyouto

signthem off

Ma:Noproblem

Me:CanIsaysomething?

Commissioner:Ofcourse

Me:Whatstepsweretakeninprovingthat

indeedtheseMenwereguiltyandtheydeserve

thedeathpenalty?MayIseetheirfiles?

Hepassedthem tome.Ilookedatthem..



Me:Lookatthisone,NowI'm notsayingthatan

Excan'trapebuthisBabyMamaclaimedthat

herapedher

Commissioner:Yes,Shewenttotheclinic.They

didarapekit..Nosemenwasfoundinher

because..

Me:Shesaidinherstatementheworearubber

Commissioner:Yesbuttherewasevidenceof

penetration

Me:Didyouatleastinvestigateherbackground?

Theirrelationshipbeforetheycalleditquits?Is

hesupportingfinancially?Dotheyhavebad

blood?Ishewithanotherwomanandshe

probablygotjealous?



Commissioner:Areyoutryingtoprotectarapist?

Me:I'm tryingtomakesurethatinnocentmen

arenotputtodeath

Ma:Mthunzi!!

Me:Whataboutthisone?He'sbeena

breadwinnerathome.Gotmarriedandwhenhe

focusedonhimselfhissisterclaimedthathe

rapedhisNiece,TheSister'sDaughter

Commissioner:Sotosay,Youthinkthese

womenarelying?

Me:Ithinkweshouldliftthedeathpenaltyfrom



them andtheninvestigatefurther.The

charactersofthesewomen,andifthey

innocentweletthem go,iftheyguiltythen

maybe.Ifeeladeathpenaltyisextreme,Ithink

rapistsandmurdersalikeshouldbejailedfor

15-25yearswithnopossibilityofparoleto

makesurethatwenotputtinginnocentMento

death

Commissoner:Ihavebeenacommissionerfor

yearsandtheroyalfamilyhasbeenalways

satisfiedwiththeworkofmystation,unless

otherwise

Ma:ForgivemySonCommissioner,Attending

varsityinSouthAfrica.Johannesburg,has

messedupwithhismind,He'sbringingforth

thementalityofwhitepeople.Reopencases,

Investigatefurther



Commissioner:Iunderstandheemajesty

Ma:PleaseshowmewhereIsign

Commissioner:YesMam

TIERAMHLABA

Nka:We'llhaveourusual

Waitress:YesProphet

Shewalkedaway..

Nka:Ellahowisitgoing?



Ella:It'sgoinggoodjustalotofworkandlong

hours,I'm justgladIwon'tbeworkingoutof

SouthAfricaforthisyear

Nka:Stillwentbacktoyouroldapartment?

Ella:Yes..I'vebeenpayingrentallalongtokeep

itandmyhelperhasbeenkeepingitcleanfor

me

Me:Tootrusting

Ella:She's55yearsoldwhatcanshedo?Bring

her60yearoldboyfriends?

Ilaughed..



Ella:She'sagoodwoman

Nka:Clooverisbeingreleased,He'sservedhis

time

Ella:What?

Nka:He'sservedhistimeElla

Ella:Heshouldn'tbereleasedespeciallyafter

weknowwhatheis

Me:YeshealmostrobbedusofaFatherfigure

yearsago



Nka:Idon'tcontrolthelaw..Clooverwillbe

released

Ella:Wow

Me:Sowhat'sgoingtohappen?

Nka:Nothing,Wejustcontinuelivingourlives.

We'llbefine

Thewaitresscamewithourorders..

Ella:Ilikehowfastthisrestaurantis

Waitress:Willtherebeanythingelse?



Nka:Nothankyou

Waitress:I'llbebythecounterifyouneed

anything

Shewalkedaway..

Nka:Ellahowisitgoingwithyou?

Me:Howisyourboyfriend?

Ella:Webrokelastmonth

Me:Why

Ella:Longstory..Iam happythoughhewas



suffocatingme

Me:I'm sorrytohearthat

Ella:Don'tbe..I'm gooddating.Idon'tbelievein

marriage,marriageisforyou

Me:WellI'm notgettingmarried

Nka:Titi

Me:It'showitis

Ella:Givemeyourfork

Me:Why



Ella:Giveittome

Igaveittoher.Sheatewithit..

Me:Youreallydon'thavetodothat

Ella:Ihavelivedwithyou,sharedeverything

withyousincewewerekids.I'm stillnegative.

YounotacurseTiti

Nka:Ellaisright..Youshouldopenyourheartto

love

Me:Atleastifhe'slikemetoo



Nka:Thingshavechanged..Youcanmarry

someonewhoisnegativeandlivehappilyever

after

Ella:That'strue

Me:We'llsee..CanIhavemyfork

Ella:Usemine

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Wewalkedout.2bodyguardsatthefrontand

twoatthebackofus..

Wegotoutside..



MyMom lookedatthem..

Ma:Leaveus

Theywalkedandstoodadistantfrom us..

MyMom slappedme..

Ma:YoushallneverandImeannever

embarrassmelikethat..SometimesIask

myselfifyoureallyhavethemakingsofaking

oneday!TheonlyreasonwhyyourSisterisnot

goingtotakethethroneisbecauseofyour

father,ifancestorsweren'tinvolvedIpromise

you.AmahlewouldbethenextQueenandthe

bloodlinechanges,butkeeppushing!



Shewalkedtothecar,Ifollowed..

.

Tobecontinued
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AfterwhattranspiredwithCloover,Itookit

uponmyselftocontinuedoingwhatwewere

doing.NowIworkwithacatholicpriestthat

exorcizessinceIam notordainedtocarryout

anyexorcisms.Idatedbacktoresearchabout

hischargesandfoundthathewasn'texorcizing

them,hewasgivingthem demons



Itpuzzlesmehowweneversawthiscoming,

howhefooledmeandmyfamily..

IwasonthenetwhenMike'svideojustpopped

uprandomlyonmysearch.It'sbeenyearsI'm

surprisedthevideosofhim confessingarestill

onYouTube..

Iclosedmylaptopandlaidbackthinkingabout

everythingthathashappenedinthepastyears

untilnow...

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

MyMotherwaseatinglunch,Iwenttoher..



Me:Canwetalk

Ma:MthunziIam notgoingtofightwithyou

Me:I'm notfighting

Ma:Sitdown

Isatdown..

Me:MayIaskwhyIneedtomarryinroyalty?

Ma:Ithasalwaysbeenlikethat,toprotectour

kingdom andmakealliances

Me:MarryingintheLushabaclanisn'tthat



Incest?Youhavetheroyalbloodfrom there?

Ma:It'snottabooforroyaltytomarrycousins.

Kholisiweisadistantcousinofyours

Me:Isee

Couldn'twaitfortomorrowtocomesoIcango

backtoJohannesburg...

TIERAMHLABA

Ipreachatchurcheverynowandthen.Nkaand

Nolithadon'thavekidsoftheirown,With

Nolithahavinganencounterwiththesuccubus,

Herwombwasscarredsomehow.It'snot

somethingthatbothersthem,ormaybethey



tryinghardtokeepittogetherforEllaandI.Not

havinganheir,Iwillbetakingoverfrom Nka

oneday.I'm totallyfinewithit,Idon'thavethe

giftyesbutIlovetheLord.I'm giftedin

preachingandinprayer..

Thechurchlovesme,Theyevenwarmingupto

me..

Ella:Noliwehome!

Me:Ma??

Wemadeourwaytothelivingroom,Shewas

sittingatthetable..

Noli:Ella!!



Ella:Hey

Noli:Comehere..Whendidyouarrive?

Ella:Thismorning

Theyhugged..

Noli:Lookatyou

Ella:Nolookatyou,Youdon'tageMother

Noli:It'sgoodtosee

Nkawalkedin..



Nka:Thehardworkinglady

Hewentuptoherandkissedher..

Theymarriednow,havebeenforyears..

Noli:Weshallprepareawelcomehomedinner

then

Ella:Thatwouldbelovely

Nolilookedatme..

Noli:HowisNesta?



Me:She'sfine

Noli:I'llgoandseehersometimenextweek

Me:Let'spreparedinner

Ella:Don'taskmeforhelp

Noli:Wewerenevergoingtoaskyou

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Istoodoverthebalconyandreadwhatshehas

posted:

"Godisalwaysatworkinyourlife,hissilence



doesn'tmeanignorance.Sometimesyouhave

togothroughcertainthingstoachievewhat

youhavetoachieve.Notallstrugglesand

hardshipsareofwitchcraft,Someofthem are

meanttoleadyouintoyourdestiny"

Iam notmuchofaspiritualperson,Igrewupin

anenvironmentwhereancestorsplayedahuge

role..

Iliked..TIERAMHLABA,ProphetNka's

Daughter.Wegotothesamevarsity,I'veseen

heracoupleoftimes.She'sintheschoolof

pharmacy,theircourseandourssharea

buildingmostofthetime.She'sverybeautiful,I

likehowshecarriesherself.Shehasdignity,

youcan'tjustwalkuptoherumphaphele..Not

evenoncehaveIeverseenapictureofherhalf

naked,ShehastremendousselfrespectthatI



like..Idon'tthinksheknowsIexistthoughI

followherpageofFacebookandfollowheron

Instagram..

Amahle:Whatareyoudoing?

Shewalkeduptome.Idon'tknowwhyshe

needstobefollowedeverywherebyhergirl

servantsevenindoors..

Me:Nothing

Amahle:Wegoingtothemall,Doyouwanna

join?

Me:No



Shewalkedaway..

Me:Tellmesomething

Amahle:Yes?

Me:Howdoyoufeelabouthavingahusband

that'sbeenchosenforyou?

Amahleismyyoungersister,She's20andat25

shewillbegettingmarried.Ahusbandchosen

forher.ShehastomarryaPrincethatwillbea

kingsoshecanbeaqueenofthatkingdom..

Amahle:Ifeelokay,Ithasalwaysbeenlikethat

Me:Isee



Amahle:Justmarrythegirlandstopgiving

Mom aheadacheplease.Kholisiweisa

princessandbeautiful

Me:ByeAmahle

Theywalkedaway..

TIERAMHLABA

Noli:BabyIneedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

Me:Okay

Noli:Yourpreachingisoffensivesometimes



Me:Isit?

Noli:Youcan'tbepreachingthatancestors

don'texist,Especiallywhenwehavemembers

atchurchwhobelieveinancestors

Me:Ididn'tmeanforittocomeofasoffensiveI

justdon'tbelieveintheanalogyofancestors

beingmorethanpeoplewholivedonceandare

deadwaitingforjudgmentday.Manypeopleare

madetosufferbecauseofthis,buyagoat.

Thingsaren'tworkingoutforyoubecauseyour

Grandmotherneedsagoatwhenthesame

Grandmotherdiedknowingverywellthatyou

areunemployed.Whydodemandshavetobe

madefirstsoyoucansucceed?



Noli:Titi!!

Me:I'm justsaying

Noli:Whatifyoumarrysomeonewhobelieves

inancestorsandtraditionalhealers?

Me:I'dratherdie

Noli:Careful

Me:Goddoesn'thaveadarksenseofhumor,

he'dneverdothattome

Noli:Anyboysthatyoulikeatschool?



Me:No

Noli:AwukahleTiti(waitaminute)

Me:Whydoesanyonewantmeinarelationship?

Noli:Areyoulesbian?

Me:No..I'm perfectlyfineIjustdon'twanna

datethat'sall

Noli:Iam prayingforyou

Me:Thankyou

MTHUNZIMHLABA



IwalkedouttomyFather'sgrave.Our

ancestorsgravesarenotfarfrom ourhouse.

Heavilyguardedtoo,thatcemeteryisonlyfor

ourfamily.Ifyouareofroyalblood..

Ihavethehornnecklace,passedonfrom my

Fathertome.TosymbolizethatI'm thenext

futureking.Itprotectsmeandconnectsmeto

myancestors.Ifyoustealitfrom me,youwill

die..Ialwaysgottahaveit,Onlytakeitoutwhen

I'm bathing..

Icrouchedonhisgrave..

Me:Dad

Ilookedathistombstone..



Me:It'sme,It'sMthunzi..Just

StoppedbyforachatbeforeIleaveforschool

tomorrow

TIERAMHLABA

Nka:ThisdeathsentencethingattheHlomuka

villageisabsurd!

Noli:Thatvillageseemstobeverystrictand

unfair

Me:Whydotheyevencallitavillage,It's

developed

Nka:Theirlawsarebrutal



Me:Yaabuttheyrichattheend

Noli:Veryrich

Ella:Idon'tseemyselfmarryingthere,African

royaltyrequiresmuch

Me:Iwouldneverbecausetheytooinvestedin

ancestralworshiping

Ella:What'swrongwiththat?

Nka:Herewego

Noli:Let'stalkaboutsomethingelse



.

Tobecontinued

Thiswaslastnight'sbonus,Iwaslowondata.

Dailycominglaterthentomorrowwecontinue

withsponsoredbonuses
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AFEW DAYSLATER

Pharmacologyremainsthemostchallenging

moduleinhealthsciences.Havingmyfairshare

withit,Idecidedtotakeituponmyselfandbea



tutor..Idon'tgetpaidforbeingatutorIjustdo

ittohelpotherstudents,notallthestudents

whoarehereandwouldneedhelpwillbeable

topay.Noteveryuniversitystudentcomesfrom

awellfinancialstablebackground..

Iwasatthelibrarywaitingforastudentwho

hadcalledmeandwantedtoknowmoreabout

myservices...

NOLITHA

Ilookedather,It'sbeenawhilesinceIwaslast

here.I'vebeenverybusy..

Me:Nestatheplanwastoactlikeyouhave

gonecrazytoavoidjailtimenotactuallygo

crazy



Nesta:TheytellingmeIhavegonecrazy

becausetheytryingtokeepmehere

Me:Youalmostbrokethewindowtryingto

escape

Nesta:Iam notcrazy!!!

Me:Okaycalm down

Nesta:TheysaidIkilledJeff..Thatisnottrue,I

wouldneverkillanotherhumanbeing

Me:Iknow



Nesta:I'm goingtogetoutofherethefirst

chanceIget,I'llbeout!!

Me:Okaylet'stalkaboutsomethingelse..Titiis

doingwell,She'sallgrownnow

Nesta:Yesshecomeshere

Me:Youmustbeproudofher

Nesta:Shelookslikeshe'sdoingwell

Me:Sheis,Ithoughtshewasgoingtostruggle

withwhathappenedtoherbutwithGod's

grace..She'smakingit,justafewbarrierstoget

overthenshe'llbefine



Theguardwalkedin..

Guard:Timeup,sheneedstoeatlunchthen

takehermeds

Me:Okaythankyou..Nestalook,I'llcomeand

seeyouagainmaybenextweekokay?

Nesta:Okay

Igotupandtookmybag...

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Ilookedatthetime,30minleftonmylunchtime.

Ilookedaroundandnoonewascomingtomy

side.Ihatewhensomeonemakesan



appointmentandnotkeepthetime..

Ipagedthroughmytextbook..

Voice:Hi

Iclosedmybookandlookedup,TieraMhlaba.

Inamillionyears,Iwouldn'thaveguessedit..

Her:Mthunzi?

Me:Uhm yes

Her:Tiera..Icalledyouearlieron

Me:Ohwyes..Pleasesitdown



Shesatdownoppositeme..

Tiera:SorryI'm late,Igotheldupatthelab

Me:Noit'sokay..Ijustgotheremyself

Lies!Ihavebeenherewaitingfor30min..

Tiera:That'sgood,it'srudetokeepsomeone

waiting

Me:It'sokayyougood

Tiera:Isittruethatyougot98%on

pharmacology?



Me:Inmycourselastyear..Yes

Tiera:Wow..Whichcourseareyoudoing?

Me:Medicine..4thyear

Tiera:Just2yearsandyou'llbedone

Me:Ibelieveso

Tiera:Youguysstilldopharmacology?

Me:It'scompulsorynow,I'llbedoingituntilI

graduate



Tiera:Atleastthattorturedoesn'tonlyfallonus

B.pharm students

Me:Thisisyour??

Tiera:Secondyear

Me:2moreyearstogotoo

Tiera:Yes..Niceneckpiece

Me:Ohwmynecklace

Tiera:Whatdoesitsymbolize?

Shedoesn'tknowwhoIam andthat'sgood..



Me:It'snothing..Iwasintownandsome

womanwassellingsometraditional

accessoriesandIboughtit

Tiera:It'sreallynice

Me:Thankyou..Wellitseemslikewedon't

havemuchtimesowecanschedule,Iusually

dotutoringintheafternoons

Tiera:Mylastclassisat14:00

Me:Okaythenwecanmeetupthen,I'lltextyou

whenI'm done

Tiera:Noproblem



Me:Itwasnicemeetingyou

Tiera:Youtoo

PROPHETNKA

Ilookedathim astheybroughthim in..

Hishandsandfeetwerecuffed..

Hesatoppositeme..

Cloover:Privilegesofbeingawellknown

Prophet,It'snotvisitinghoursbuthereyou



Ilookedathim..

Me:DoesitbotheryouthatI'm stillalive?That

youcouldn'tkillmeandthatIknowexactlywho

youare

Cloover:Itdoesn'tbotherme,matteroffactI

sleepbetteratnight

Me:EvilhasneverreignedCloover

Cloover:Whyareyouhere?

Me:Why?Whydidyouchoosethedarkside?

Cloover:WhenIwas14,stillateen.Iwas

troubledbythisdream whereIwouldbesitting



intheloungewatchingTVandthismanwould

walkin.Manytimesheaskedmetoworship

him,Ineveranswereduntilonetimewhenhe

asked..BythenmyFatherwhowasacatholic

priesthaddied.Heperformedanexorcism and

thedemonattacheditselftohim,andittortured

him.Onemorningheneverwokeup.Itwasthen

Irealizedthatmaybethereisn'taGod,how

doesapriestordainedanexorcism bekilledby

demonpossession.Whenthatmancameagain

andaskedmeifIwantedtoworshiphim,Isaid

yeswithoutanyhesitation

Heleanedforward..

Me:Atleastyoucanseetheknifewhenthe

devilstabsyou,Atleastheiswhatheisand

doesn'thideit.It'sbetterthanGodstanding

behindyou,lookinglikehe'sprotectingyouonly



tofindhe'slodgingaknifeonyourback.He

betrayedmewhenheletafaithfulservantof

hisbekilledbythesameevilthatwearetold

cannotconsumeus

Hegotup..

Cloover:Myonlyregret,wasnotshootingyou

morethan3times!

Hewalkedoutfollowedbytheguard..

TIERAMHLABA

Mthunziissuchagentleman.Ahandsomeand

humbleoneforthatmatter.Hewalkedmeout

ofthelibrary..



Me:Enjoytherestofyourday

Mthunzi:Youtoo

Ifixedmybagandwenttotheshoptoget

myselfaquickmealsinceIdidn'thavemuch

timeleftanymoreonmylunchbreak..

.

Tobecontinued
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AsmuchasIhavemyreasonswhyIwouldn't

settleforarelationship.Thatsituationthough

doesn'tstopmefrom admiring.It'sthatthingof

havingacrushonsomeoneyouknowverywell

thatyoucan'thave.Mthunziisattractiveyes,

hasabeautifulsmiletooandwellspoken.I'm

suresomeonelikehim hasagirlfriendifhe's

notplayinggirls.Heismytutorandthat'sthat..

Hlengi:Sohowmuchareyoupayinghim?

Me:Zero..Hedoesitforfree

Hlengi:Ishebored?

Me:Idon'tknow



Hlengi:Butwhatyouneedatutorfor?

Me:Myfinalmarklastyear.Igot50%onthedot

forPharmacology,anythinglessIwouldbe

repeatingmyfirstyear

Hlengi:Yathat'strue

Me:Idon'twannafail,Atleastnot

pharmacology

Hlengi:Iunderstandyou

Ilookedatthetime...

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA



Nurse:She'sreactingbettertothemedication

eversinceshewasadmitted

Me:Icanseethat..Coulditbethatathomeshe

wasn'ttakinghermedication?

Shepulledmeaway..

Nurse:ShesayssheliveswithherGrandchild

whoisverynaughty.Shetakesherpension

governmentmoneyandgodrinkitwithfriends

andalsobuydrugsinsteadofbuyinggroceries,

soshestopstakinghermedicationathome

becauseshedoesn'twannatakemedicationon

anemptystomach

Inodded..



Me:Thenwehavetocontactthe

representativesifit'slikethat,seeifwecan

switchherfrom gettingitincashtogettinga

foodparcelorsomethinglikethat

Nurse:I'lltakeitwiththesupervisor

Me:Thankyou

Ilookedatthetime,Ihave2morepatientsto

attendtoobeforeIcallitaday...

NOLITHA

Ella:Iam leaving,Itwasgoodspendinganight

hereandthedinnerwasverylovely



Me:Itwasgoodhavingyouaround..Tellme

haveyouspokentoTiti?

Ella:Definespoken

Me:Iworryaboutherattimes,Titirefraining

from datingscaresmethatshemightslipinto

depression

Ella:Despiteherfears,Titihasagoodheart.Ifit

wassomeoneelsetheywouldbesleeping

aroundinfectingeveryoneespeciallysinceshe

gotinfectedthroughaverypainfulexperience

butinsteadsheisscaredofinfectingsomeone

elseofbeingaburdentosomeoneelse

Me:Iknow..She'sdoingwellthough,Shehas



beendoingwell.Takinghermeds,leadinga

healthylife

Ella:Yashehasexceptforthattimewhenshe

gotthatterriblecoughanditwethoughtitwas

TB.Iam scaredmyselfthateventhoughsheis

takinggoodcareofherselfonedayshemight

justfallgravelysickanddie.Isleepeveryday

withthefearthatshemightmysteriouslydie..

I'dneverrecover

Me:Metoo..Yougirlsmeanmorethananything

tome,losingoneofyouImightneedtolocked

uplikeNesta

Shechuckled..

Ella:Ijustwanthertobehappy.Iknowdeep



downshewantstogetmarriedandhavekids

butcan'tbecauseofwhatshe'slivingwith

Me:Sheshouldopenherhearttolove,Imean

she'llbegraduatingsoonandwhatnot

Ella:Let'sbethereforher..Let'snotpressurize

her

Me:True

TIERAMHLABA

Hlengi:Soifyouguyshappentofallinlovethen

getmarried..ApharmacistmarryingaDr,ya'll

goingtoberich



Me:Exceptforthefactthatwenevergoingto

date,Idon'tknowhowyoujumpedinto

marriage

Hlengi:Aghhplease

Me:PluswordisoutthatDoctorscheatalot

withNursesbecauseoftheirunstableworking

hours

Hlengi:True..Andtheyhaveahighrateof

gettinginfectedwithHiv

Istoppedwalking..

Hlengiismyclosestfriend.We'vebeenfriends

sincefrom ourfirstyear,whichwaslastyear.



Shedoesn'tknowthatI'm positive.It'snot

somethingItellpeoplemoreoften..

Hlengi:I'dratherdiethantolivewithhiv

Me:Okay..Hereweare,Thebusisalmostfull

Hlengi:Ihatethistutornowhehastakenmy

ridebacktores,nowIhavetogowiththebus

Me:Itwon'tbeeveryday

Wehugged..

Hlengi:I'llseeyoutomorrow



Me:Bye

Hlengi:ByeBabe

Iwatchedherasshegotintothebus..

ItookoutmyphoneandtextedMthunzithatI'm

onmywaytothelibrary...

NOLITHA

Shewalkedout..

Ella:I'llcallyou

Me:Okaybaby



Nkawalkedin..

Nka:Leavingalready?

Ella:Yeap..I'llcallyoulater

Nka:Okaybye

Ella:Loveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Me:Howwasyourday?



Hekissedmeonthecheek..

Nka:IwenttoseeCloover

Me:Why?

Nka:Ijustwantedhim tolookmeintheeyeand

confessthathedidit

Me:And?

Nka:Hedid

Me:Sohe'scomingoutsoon?



Nka:Yesbutwegood..We'llbegood

Inodded..

Nka:Andwhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:Nothing

Nka:Tryharderthanthat

Me:IjustwantTititobehappy

Nka:Whydoyouthinkshe'snothappy?

Me:Icanseeitsometimes



Nka:Titiisgoingtobefine..Ipromise,andI

don'twantyouandEllatiptoeingaroundher

toooftenIdon'twantherthinkingshehastobe

pitied

Me:Iunderstand

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Nka:Ithinkweshouldgoouttonight

Me:I'dlikethat

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

IdriveacharcoalJaguarF-pace,platedmy

surname"Hlomuka".Ialsodriveawhite



MercedesBenzA45AMG.TheMercwasmy

veryfirstexpensivecarIleftitathome.

Ihardlydriveitbecauseofthenumberplate,I

am tryingsohardtonotrevealmyidentityand

whereI'm from,Ijustwanttobetreated

ordinarynodifferentfrom anotherhuman

being..

Irushedtomycartakingoffmycoat.Iwasalso

textingTiera,Shewasatthelibrary.

Ithinkit'llbebestifwemeetatthecafeteria.

Getsomethingtoeatwhilstdiscussing

everything,It'sbeenalongday.Especiallyfrom

myside..

Igottomycarandreversed.Thehospital



whereIdomypracticalsatisnextdoorour

varsity.GorgeMukhariHospital..

.

Tobecontinued
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Wewereatthecafeteriahavingsomethingto

eat.Wegotlostintheconversationthatit

startedgettingdark..

Me:Soyoufrom here?



Mthunzi:No..I'm actuallyfrom..I'm from Kzn

Me:That'snice

Mthunzi:Andyou?

Me:I'm from here,BornandBred

Mthunzi:That'sgoodtoo..Howdoesitfeel

beingtheDaughterofaProphet?

Me:Ohwwwww

Hechuckled..

Me:It'sgood..IknowthatbeingaPKmany



peoplethinkwelivebyreligiousrulesandwhat

not

Mthunzi:Somethinglikeyouhavetoknowthe

BibleFrom GentoRevelations

Webothlaughed..

Me:YeahbutwhereIgrewup,thehomeIgrew

upinthatisnotenforcedonus.MyFatherhas

alwaysencouragedustoliveourlives,Dowhat

makesushappy

Mthunzi:Evenbeingastripper?

Ilaughedalmostchokingonmyfood..



Me:Idon'tthinkso

Mthunzi:Justchecking,Idon'tknowmuch

abouthim butfrom whatI'vereadandwatched.

Heseemslikeagoodmanandagoodreligious

leader

Me:Thatheis

Mthunzi:Andyouaregoodwiththispreaching

thing,I'veseenyourvideostooonsocialmedia

Me:Waitwhat?You'vebeenstalkingme?

Helookedatme...

Me:Shade!!!



Mthunzi:Iwasn'tstalkingyou,Sawyour

commentontheSchool'spageandchecked

youup

Me:Liar!!!

Mthunzi:Eitherway

Heglancedatmyplate..

Mthunzi:Notafanofbutternut?

Me:Idon'tlikehowthiswasprepared

Mthunzi:Letmetaste



Ipassedhim myplate..

Mthuzi:Uhm..I'm goingtoneedaforktoo

Me:I'llgetyouone

Mthunzi:It'sokayIcanuseyours

Me:Uhm

Mthunzi:TrustmemyOralHygieneisvery

clean

Me:Okay



Ihandedittohim,heateusingit..

Mthunzi:Youright,It'sterrible!

Me:Itoldyou

Hecloseduptheplate..

NOLITHA

Nka:Tititextedthatshe'sstillatschool

Me:Thislate?

Nka:Somethingabouttutoring



Me:Idon'tlikeitwhenshedrivesoutatnight

Nka:It'sonly19:00

Me:Whenwillshebedone?

Nka:Idon'tknow,I'llcheckuponher

Me:I'llcheckuponher

Nka:I'llcheckuponher

Me:Whycan'tI?

Nka:BecauseIknowyou,Titiis21cutthe

surrogateumbilicalcord



Me:It'snotsafeoutthereforagirlchild

Nka:It'sa45mindrive

Me:Toomuchtraffic,Theywillseeherdriving

alone..Alotofthingshappenoutthere

Nka:Howwasyourday?Howisitgoingwith

yourwork?

Me:Clooverdidmoredamagethangood

Nka:HedoesholdthePandoraboxthathasall

7sins



Me:Youthinkthatheknewhowtoexorcizethe

succubus?

Nka:Yes..Hedidn'twanttoobecauseThe

succubusisoflust,andlustisoneofthe7

deadlysins..ThankstoyourMotherforcoming

in

Me:YaaI'm tellingyou,It'samess

Nka:Sowannaorder?

Me:Letmecallmybabyfirst

Nka:Ishouldhavenevertoldyou

Me:I'llberightback



TIERAMHLABA

Me:Waityousingle?

Wewerenoweatingicecream..Sharingthetub

butdifferentspoons..

Mthunzi:Isthereaproblem withaguybeing

single?

Me:Notentirelyjustneverthoughtsomeone

likeyouwouldbesingle

Mthunzi:Someonelikeme?



Me:I'm sorryIdidn'tmeanitasanoffense

Mthunzi:Nonetaken

Me:Whyareyousingle?

Mthunzi:Whyareyousingle?

Me:Can'tansweraquestionwithaquestion

Mthunzi:WellIneedsomeonegrounded,

Someonewhoisreadyforacommitment

Me:Awifematerial?

Mthunzi:Noabestfriendbeforeanything



Me:Huh?

Mthunzi:Anygirlcanbeawifematerialifshe

wants,Shecanactlikeawife.Iwantabest

friend,SomeoneIcanhavefunwithwhoshares

thesameinterestsasme

Me:Whatdoyoulikedoing?

Mthunzi:I'm averyboringPerson.Iwakeup

everymorningatleastanhourbeforeschool

andIgooutforajog,Ilikemountainclimbing,

biking,swimmingandalsostayingindoors

watchagoodserieshereandtheremaybealso

readagoodbook

Me:Excludingfortheextremepartofit.I



exercisetoo,Ilovestayingindoors.Ilove

reading

Mthunzi:Whatdoyouknow

Me:Iwasneveragoodfanofexercisingthough

Mthunzi:Yeah?Whatmadeyoulikeit?

Me:WhenI..Ijustwatchedsomevideoon

YouTubeandtheysaidexercisingisgoodI

startedexercising

Mthunzi:Weshouldgooutjoggingsometime

Me:Probably



Myphonevibrated..

Me:I'm sorry

Itookitout..

Me:It'smyMother

Mthunzi:It'sokay

Me:Ma

Noli:Ihearthatyouaredoingsometutoring?

Me:Yessomethinglikethat



Noli:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Ijustsigneduptoday

Noli:Titi!YouknowIdon'tlikeyoudrivingat

night,Ifsomethinghappenstoyouwhat'sgoing

tobecomeofme?

Me:I'llbefine

Noli:Okaywhenareyoudrivingbackhome?

Me:Soon

Noli:SoonwhenT-



Me:Ma!

Noli:Fine..Textwhenyoustartdriving

Me:Okay

Noli:Iloveyoubye

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungup..

Me:I'm sosorryaboutthat

Mthunzi:Ithinkyoushouldgethome,Idon't



wanttheSAPSwalkinginhere

Me:I'm trulysorry

Mthunzi:It'sokay..We'lldiscussthetutoring

lateroverthephone

Me:Isthatyourwayofsayingyouwannacall

me?

Mthunzi:Maybe

Wegotup..

Me:Okaythan



Wewalkedout...

.

Tobecontinued
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Idon'tknowifhewasagentlemaninnatureor

hewaspretending,becausehedrovebehind

measIdrovehome.WhenIdrovein,hedrove

away..MyPolovivofeltcheaptohisJag.For

someonewhoseeminglycomesfrom awealthy

background,heishumble.Notoncedidhehold

himselfonahighpedestalasweweretalking

normademefeellikeIshouldworshiphim..



ItextedmyMom assoonasIgothomesoshe

doesn'tkeeptoonbeingalumponmythroat..

Iranmyselfabath,Itwasmyfirsttimehavinga

lengthyconversationwithaguy.Ialwaystryto

escapethatpartofmylife.Hereallygottome,I

experiencedthatsideoflife.Thatsidethat

scaresmesomuch,anditwaspresentedtome

beautifully...

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

Ilookedatthetime,itwastimeforthefamily

videocall..Ilaidbackonthecouch..

Amahleisdoingnothingwithherlife,Just

enjoyingtheperksofbeingaPrincess..



Ma:Didyoujustgethome?

Me:Yes

Ma:MthunziIdon'tknowwhyyoudoingtous

anddoingthistoyourself.Youwerebornrich,

YouareaPrince.Youdon'thavetostudy

anything,youwerebornwithprivileges.Youare

meanttobethefutureKing,youshouldbe

learningtheropesinsteadofwastingyourtime

inJohannesburg

Me:What'stheagendaoftoday'svideocall?

Ma:ThePrincess,They'llbeexpecting50cows

forlobola.Nothingless



Me:That'sanestimationofwhat?400korso?

Ma:She'saprincessnotacommoner

Me:Canweholdoffjustforasecond

Ma:YouwillmarryKholisiwe

Amahle:Wecan'tkeepondoingthis

Ma:Amahleisright,Wecan'tkeepon

discussingthesamethingoverandoveragain.

IfmyownSoncannotobeymywordthenwhat?

Howarethepeoplemeanttorespectme?



Amahle:Unlessyouareseeingsomeonethere

Me:There'snoone

Ma:Thenthat'sgoodbecauseit'llneverwork.

Youareforbiddentomarryacommonerlet

aloneacitygirl,someonewithnomorals

Amahle:Doesn'tknowhowaPrincessshould

holdherself

Me:There'snoone

Ma:That'sgood

TIERAMHLABA



TheParentsfinallycameback..

Ma:Iam gladyouhome

Me:Iwasgoingtobehome

Ma:IknowyoufeellikeI'm beingdifficultbut

it'snotsafeforagirlchildoutthere

Me:Ellacantraveloverseasalonewithoutyou

sayinganything

Ma:Ellaisgangster,Shecanwalkfrom your

schoolat23:00andgethomesafe



Webothlaughed..

Ma:Youarethebabyofthefamily,Ithas

alwaysbeenlikethat

Me:Iknow

Ma:Howoldisthetutorcharging?

Me:He'sfree

Ma:He..Wow

Me:He'sjustmytutornothingmore

Ma:I'm notsayinganything..It'sahe,he'sfree



andhe'stutoringuntilatnight

Me:He'sbusyMa,he'sdoingmedicineatthe

hospitalmostofthetime

Ma:Andhe'sdoingmedicine..Mightreallylike

thistutor

Me:Nothingishappening

Ma:ofcourse..I'm offtobedthen

Me:Goodnight

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA



TheserulesarethemainreasonwhyIhate

beingroyal.Youcan'tjustdoanythingthatyou

like,there'sacodeofconducttofollow.

ImetKholisiwemaybeonceortwice,She's

beautifulyesbutshe'snotforme.Idon'tlove

her,AndIdon'tseeherthatway..

Isteppedoutoftheshower,I'vegivenher

enoughtimetogetsettled..

Icalledher..

Tiera:Hello

Me:Doyouknowthemeaningofyourname?



Tiera:Whoisthis?

Me:Thatfrogyouspentafewhourswithwho

mightmagicallyturnintoahandsomePrince

oneday

Tiera:Ohhthatone(Laughing)

Me:Thatone

Tiera:Magicallyturninghandsomemaybeyes,

AprinceIdon'tknow.Thatseemsfarfetched

Me:I'm gladyouthinkthatway

Tiera:Didyouarrivesafe?



Me:Yes

Tiera:Whereareyourenting?

Me:SomewhereinJohannesburg

Tiera:IhopeIdidn'tdelayyou

Me:Noit'sokay.I'm fine

Iam notrentingwhereIstay,Actuallygotthe

apartmentthroughtheGalenciapropertygroup

whichwas1.5mil.I'vebeenstayinghereever

sinceImoveddowntoJohannesburg.Ireally

didn'tcarewhereIlived,MyMotherwastheone

whoenforcedtheapartmentsituation.It's



actually2bedrooms,Kitchen,Lounge,

bathroom,singlegarage,andapool.Ihavea

helpertoo..

Me:MaybewecantalkabouttheTutoringand

findsuitabletime.Evenifit'sonweekendsit's

fine,Idon'twannakeepyoutilllate.Idon't

wannadisrepectyourParentsnormakeit

unsafeforyoutodrivebackhome

Tiera:Thatissosweet,Saturdayscanwork.

SundaysI'm nottoosure,Ihavechurch.Two

services

Me:We'llmeetuponceaweekandthenon

Saturdaystoo

Tiera:I'm goodwiththat



Me:Andmaybeeverydayforlunch

Tiera:Partoftutoring?

Me:Yes..Heavypartofit

Tiera:Okaythenletmestudyabitandthengo

tobed

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Tiera:Tomorrowitis

Ihaveahelperwhotakescareofthehouseand

thecooking,thenIhaveanothermalehelper



whotakescareofeverythingoutsideandalso

runerrandsforme.Icamewiththem from

home,Theyloyalservantstotheroyalblood.

Theytookanoathofloyaltyasmyancestors

aremywitnessessoanybetrayalfrom them

willresultintodeath.Idon'tevenconsiderthem

myhelpersanymore,theyarelikefamily.It'sa

coupleandtheyhaveaservant'squarter,they

onlyhaveonechildbuthe'sbackathome..

Iwentoutatthebacktotheirplace..Thelights

wereon..Iknocked..

It'sjustthekitchen,bathroom andloungejust

closetothepool.Hadtobuttheadswith

managementtoactuallyhavethisservant's

quarter..

Thedooropened..



Muzi:Nkosiyam (MyLord)

Hebowedalittle..Idon'tusuallyinvadetheir

privacy,unlessit'simportant..

Me:MuziIneedyourhelp

Henodded..

Me:Ineed21bouquetofredrosestomorrow

morning

Muzi:Youstartingarosegarden?

Me:No..Ineedyoutosendthem tothis



address

Ihadwrittenitdownonapieceofpaper.Itook

apictureofherhouseasIdroveher,wenton

Googleimagesearch.Tookmeawhiletoget

heraddress..

Hetookthepaper..

Me:Idon'tknowatwhattimetheyopenbutby

8am therosesneedtobeatthegate

Muzi:YesmyLord

Me:Goodnight

Muzi:Anymessageyouwantwritten?



Me:Nothingjust"Happybelatedbirthday"

Muzi:YesmyLord

Me:Thankyou

Herbirthdaywasaweekagoaccordingtoher

socialmedia,Unfortunatelybythenweweren't

talking..

.

Tobecontinued

EBUKHOSINI
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TIERA

WhenIgottoschool,ourfirstclasses.Itold

Hlengiabouttheflowersituations.Shewasso

interested,weendeduptalkingaboutitalmost

thewholetimeuntilourlastclassbeforelunch..

Hlengi:Idon'tthinkit'sanyonefrom church,

definitelynotthechurchBrothers.Trustme,

theycharm youwiththewordnot84kworthof

flowers

Ilaughed..

Me:Don'tsaysuchthingsthat'swrong

Hlengi:Believemeunlessit'sanolderversion



ofBrothersinChrist

Me:Ijustcan'tthinkofanyonewhowouldbuy

meflowers

Hlengi:Wewillfindhim..Let'sgotoournext

class

NOLITHA

Wehaveneverhadthissituationbeforeorthis

typeofpossessionrather.Thepoorladwas

tiedup,hehadscratched.Hehadhurthimself

sobad,hisfacewascoveredwith

Scratches.Thewallhehadbeenscratchingit..

Mother:We'vetriedeverything,we'vetried



gettinghim medication.Theysaiditwasa

mentalillnessbut..Nothinghelped

Ilookedatthewall,thewritings..

Me:Hebrew

Mother:Excuseme?

Me:It'sinHebrew

Mother:Hedoesn'tknowanyforeignlanguage

Father:Ittranslatestoo..

Me:ThefallenAngel,meaningLucifer



Father:Thecrossisupsidedown,meaning

antichrist

Mother:Ohhmygoodness

Me:Heispossessed

Father:We'llwaitforhim towakeup

MTHUNZI

Iwasgoingtomynextclasswithmybest

friendwhenIbumpedintoTierashewaswitha

friend..



Me:Hey

Tiera:Hey

Me:Youguysarefrom attending?

Tiera:Yeap

Me:Youlookhappy

Tiera:Yes..HlengiandIweweretalkingabout

something..Igotflowerstoday,Roses

Me:That'ssweet

Tiera:YeapwouldbemoresweeterifI..



Friend:Mthunzi..MthunziHlomuka?

Me:Uhm yes

Friend:Ohhmygoodness!!Youare..

Me:MthunziHlomuka

Friend:Yesbut..

Tiera:Excusemeguys,Ihavetotakethis.It's

mySister

Shewalkedaway...



Friend:ThePrince

Ilookedaround..

Me:Youknowme?

Friend:Ofcourse

Me:Someonetoldyou?

Friend:NoIrecognizeyoufrom..Youwereon

thenewslastyearwithyourfamily

IlookedatTiera..

Friend:Youdon'tsay..Youtheonewhogother



theflowers?

Ilookedather...

Friend:Youarethesecretadm-

Me:Notsoloud

Friend:Titidoesn'tknow?

Me:Noandyounotgoingtotellher

Friend:Howareyougoingtohidethatyouarea

prince?

Me:Youdon'tbreathawordtoher



Friend:Why?Areyouashamed?There'snothing

tobeash-

Me:Ifyouknowaboutroyaltythenyouknowto

bediscreet.Loyaltyisimportanttous

Friend:IknowandIwon'tsayanything,it'snone

ofmybusiness

Titiwalkeduptous..

Friend:Mightwannahideyourhornnecklace

Ialwaysdo,didn'tknowtodayitwasoutthere..



Tiera:Shouldwego?

Friend:Okay

Me:WasgoodseeingyouagainTiti

Tiera:Youtoldhim aboutmyname?

Friend:Woow!!Thisisthebestthingthathas

happenedtomylife

Sean:Shade!

Me:Ihavetogoladies

Iwalkedaway...



NOLITHA

Mother:IhadnoideawhatClooverwasabout

Me:Youwouldn'thave..Theydon'ttelleveryone

whotheyare

Mother:Ican'tbelievehegavemyboyademon

Me:Demons..Legion

Mother:OhhLord

Father:Wewillhelpyou,theexorcism might

takelongerbutwewillhelp



Me:Youshouldknowacoupleofthings.Your

Sonmightbestillalivebecauseofthedemons

stillsupportinghisbody

Father:Heseemstohaveafewbrokenbones

Mother:Meaning?

Me:MeaningyourSonmightnotbethere

anymore,aftertheexorcism there'sapossibility

thathemightnotmakeit,hisbodywould've

sustainedtoomuchtraumatocontainhissoul

Shesatdown..

Father:I'm sorry



TIERA

Me:Areyouokay?

Hlengi:Uhm yes..Whywouldn'tIbe?

Me:Idon'tknow..Youlooklikeyou'veseena

ghost

Hlengi:Tellmewhat'syourdealwithShade?

Me:He'smytutor

Hlengi:Doyoulikehim?



Me:WellheisagoodguybutIdon'twannafool

myself

Hlengi:Whydon'tyoujusttryit?

Me:Whatifhedoesn'tlikeme?

Hlengi:Ithinkhedoes

Me:Howdoyouknowthat?Didhesay

somethingtoyou?

Hlengi:Yes..Hesaidhelikesyoualot,Ithink

youshouldgiveitagoheseemslikeaniceguy

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

Thismorningwewokeuptotherealizationof

rosesoutsideourgate.Dadistheonewho

usuallygoesoutfirst,Hewastheoneto

stumbleuponthem.Notjust21redroses,but

21bouquetsofredroses.Eachbouquetwas

composedof10redroses,andthecardsaying

"Happybelatedbirthday".Didn'tsaywhothey

werefrom,andIwasshockedmyself..

Noli:Youdidn'ttellmethatyouhadaboyfriend



Me:Idon'thaveaboyfriend

Ourhelperhelpedustotaketherosesinside

thehouse..

Noli:Thenwhatisthis?Whoaretheyfrom?

Me:Ihavenoidea

Noli:ThisisabeautifulTiti

Me:Creepybeautifulifyouask

MTHUNZI

Muzi:Nkosiyam (mylord)



Me:MuziyoucancallmeMthunzi

Muzi:Idon'tthinkI'llevergetusedtothat

Hefollowedmetothelounge..

Muzi:Youwillbehappytoknowthattheroses

weredelivered

Me:That'sgood..Thankyouforyourtroubles

Muzi,I'llseetoitthatyougetanextra1kon

yourpaythismonth

Muzi:Someonespecial?



Me:Yes

Muzi:SomeoneRoyal?

Me:No

Muzi:That'sabummer,Shemeansalottoyou?

Me:She'sspecial,She'ssomeonetrulyspecial.

SomeoneIfeelImighthavebeensearchingfor,

she'snothingI'veseenbefore.SomeoneIwould

beproudtocallmywife

Muzi:Intliziyoayiphakelwa,wecan'thelpwho

wefallinlovewith.I'm happyyouatleastfound

happinessinyourlife



Me:Yesbutthenitwillbeshortlived

Muzi:Lovetriumphseverything,Maybeifthe

queenseesthatyoutrulylovehershewillmake

herheartsoftertowardsher

Me:Doyoubelievethat?

Muzi:No

Me'She'sacommoner,That'showshe'llbe

treatedwhethermyMotheracceptsherornot.

She'llbeexcluded,She'llbeisolated,won't

engageinanyroyalthing.Won'tbeabletosit

withotherbrides,Theywillmakehernotbelong

andshewillfeelit.Imightaswelljustgiveup

thethrone



Muzi:Youcan't..Youwerebornwitharoyal

blood,youwerechosenfrom birthtobethe

nextKing.It'syourbirthright

TIERA

Whowouldsendmeflowers?Someonefrom

church?Thereareguysfrom churchwhowould

dothis..Butthisoneinparticularmustrich,I

searchedtheflorist.ShechargesR4000fora

bouquetofroses..

BasicallyIhad84koutsidemygate..

Noli:84k

Welookedatthem..



Me:84kthat'sgoingtodiesoon

Noli:Maybetheylastlongerthat'swhythey

expensive

Me:4000abouquet,She'scrazyexpensive

Noli:She'sratedthebestinthecountry

Me:Yaa

Noli:Whohas84kthatyouknow?Whodoesn't

mindtothrowitinflowers?

Me:Ihavenoidea



Noli:84k

Me:84k

MTHUNZI

Itookmykeysandlookedattheportrait.Itwas

me,mymom,andIAmahle.Mom'swassitting

onthechairwithher,welookedsoroyal..

Me:Muzi

Hiswifeshowedup..

Her:Sir



Me:Ineedthatportraittakendownandplaced

inthegarage,Ineedanyonearoundherethat

spellsroyaltytobemovedtothegarage

Her:Uhm..That'sextreme

Me:ThankyouThoko..Youarealifesaver,I'll

seeyoulater

Her:EnjoyyourdaySir

Me:Thankyou

TIERA



IcalledmyDr..

Me:Iwillbecomingtomorrowmorningat

around9am,beforeschool

Dr:I'llletmyreceptionistnotethatdown

Me:Thankyou

Dr:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Dr:I'llseeyoutomorrowthenwhenyoucometo

getyourtreatment



Me:Thankyou

Dr:Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungup...

MTHUNZI

Iwasdrivingtoschool...

"Ineverfalloutwiththebro

Hatewhenyourfamilyturnintofoe

Wehadapenthouseontheroad

Interiordecoratedwiththeh-



Justlikeamultiple-choicegettingchose

Myn-like"Eenie,meenie,minee,moe"

Scoopupadime-piecelikewehomeless

Thenwegon'send'em backpigeon-toed

Outoftheconcretewasaroseandwindows

wascold

Hadtogooverandstandbythestove

Wefrom theSoutheast,n-know"

Irecievedacallfrom mymother..

Me:Ma

Ma:Canyoubelievethatoneofthehouse

servantsisHivpositive



Me:Okay

Ma:I'm goingtohaveherarresteddeath

sentence

Me:Why?

Ma:Dishonesty.Shewasnotforthcomingwith

herstatus,Shecould'vegottenussick

Me:Ma

Ma:Idon'twantasickPersonworkingforus,

suchasicknessisashame!Acurseandthat's

whatsheis

Me:Maybeiftheroyalhousemadeitadayto



actuallygetamedicalprofessionaltocome

educateyouguysmoreaboutHivyouwillsee

thatyouhavenothingtoworryabout

Ma:Itisashameforaroyalservanttohave

that,Itisacurseandacrime

Me:Shedidn'thavetodiscloseherstatusMa

Ma:Shewassupposedtohavedonethat,I

can'thavehivwalkingupanddowninmyhouse

Me:Suchashameyouthinklikethat,Youknow

Iwouldn'tmindmarryingawomanwhois

positivesolongshediscloses

Ma:IwouldratherdiebeforeIseethat



happening!HavingaGrandkidswhoare..You

knowI'm gladKholisiweisavirgin

Me:We'lltalklaterMa

Ma:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..Bye

Ishookmyhead

.

Tobecontinued
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QUEENHLOMUKA

IhadanafternoonmeetingthatIneededtoget

too,beforethatIdecidedtohavealightmeal.

MyDaughterwasinthelivingroom watching

TV,somechurchserviceofagirlthatIdon't

reallylike..

Me:Amahle,youknowhowIfeelaboutthisgirl

Amahle:IwasactuallywaitingforProphetNka,

he'ssermonisfollowing

Me:Youshouldn'tevenbewatchinghim andhis

Daughter.TheDaughterisveryjudgemental

concerningpeoplewhoareforancestors



Amahle:ItwasjustonesermonMa,it'seven

overplusshedidn'treallyreallyjudge

Me:Whyareyouevendefendingthisgirl?She's

againstourkind

Amahle:Iwasthinkingwecouldinvitethem

here,mostofourpeopleadorehim.YouknowI

heardfrom oneofmyservantgirlsthatthey

planningatriptogovisithischurch

Me:Sotheycandie?Youreallytrusthim?The

nextthingyouknowhe'ssacrificingourpeople

Amahle:Idon'tthinkProphetNkaislikethatMa,

hedoperform miraclesletalonefakethem.He

isnoteveninvestedinpreaching,heteaches

andhealswithwords



Me:GodforbidhebecomesaModernJesus

Amahle:Ithinkit'sagoodthing,Iwillgotoo

Me:WhenyoudiethereI'llbelookingdownon

yourcoffinandsay"Itoldyouso"

Amahle:Iwillgodownnextweekendwithafew

ofourpeople,ratherbeinawarm placethanto

seeyouandMthunzibuttingheadswithhis

futureinlaws

Me:Ievendoubtyouwillbeacceptedathis

church

Amahle:WellI'vesentinanemailtohisoffice



requestinghim toacceptmypresencewithmy

peopleathischurch

Me:Youalreadysenttheemail?

Amahle:Yesandiftheysayyes,I'llhavetogo.I

havetohonourmyword

Me:Cankidsinthishouseactuallyrespectme?

What'snext?YouandhisDaughteraregoingto

befriends?She'severythingwhypeoplehate

Christianity..Toomuchjudgemental,Shethinks

she'sdeputyJesus.Iseehowshehandles

herselfthinkingshe'sbetterthananyone

Amahle:Iwouldreallylovetoseeyouguys

crosspathsoneday



Me:Overmydeadbody,Ifsheknowswhat's

goodforher..Shewouldn'tbecrossingpaths

withme,Didn'therMothermarryanevilBishop?

Cheatedonhim withthisProphet?Divorcedand

thenjumpedintotheProphet'sbed?For

religiouspeopletheyhavetoomany

overwhelmingscandals

Amahle:GoodbyeMa,enjoyyourmeeting

Me:Solongyoudon'tgotherethenbringback

oilsandhispictureframedandat-shirtofhim

Amahle:Theydon'tevenuseoilsandhedoesn't

havet-shirtsofhim heforbidsthat.Theyhavet-

shirtsofthechurchnothim inparticular

TIERA



MylunchwithMthunzitodaywasdifferent,We

droveouttotowntohavelunch..Icouldn'tstop

thinkingaboutwhatHlengisaid.Mthunzitaking

aninterestinme?There'snothinginteresting

aboutmeotherthanthefactthatIam a

Prophet'sDaughter

Mthunzi:Youseem ratherquiettoday

Ilookedathim..

Mthunzi:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Aghit'snothing

Helookedatme..



Me:Hlengi..Myfriendshethinksthatyou..

Mthunzi:I'm?

Me:Let'sforgetit..Thinkingaboutit,It'sstupid

Mthunzi:Iwannahearit

Me:Shethinksthatyoul-

Manager:Goodday,I'm sorrytointerruptyou.

Mystaffhavebadmanners

Me:Ourwaitresshasbeennothingbutsweet



Manager:That'sgoodtohearbuttheyshould

havegottenyouamuchbettertable,farfrom

everyoneelse

Me:Why?

Manager:Wellsincewehaver-

Mthunzi:Wegood..Thankyou

Manager:YesSir,pleasefindthelunchonus

Mthunzi:Thankyou

Shewalkedaway..



Me:Thatwasweird

Mthunzi:It'snoteverydaythatonehangsout

withaProphet'sdaughter

Me:Youthinkthespecialtreatmentcomes

from that?

Mthunzi:Ithinkso,everyoneisjustmakingit

difficultforme.Firsttheflowersnowthis,how

isaguysupposedtoimpresswheneveryoneis

justouttheretoovershadowme

Me:Ithinkyouareimpressivejustthewayyou

are

Mthunzi:Thatsoundedabitcondescending



Ilaughed...

Me:Wellyoudon'thavetotryhard,It'sthelittle

gesturesthatreallygettome

Mthunzi:That'sgoodtoknow,thenmaybewe

canhavemoreoftheselunchesifwearegoing

toeatforfree

Me:Welldon'tgetusedtoit,Peoplearein

business

Mthunzi:Iknow

PROPHETNKA



Guguknockedatmyoffice,She'smyassistant..

Gugu:Sir

Me:Comein

Shewalkedin..

Gugu:You'llneverbelievethis

Me:What?

Gugu:We'vereceivedanEmailfrom Princess

AmahleHlomuka,requestingherpresenceat

ourchurchthiscomingweekend



Me:Areyouserious?

Gugu:YesI'm serious

Me:Wellthenwewillaccepttheinvitation

Gugu:I'llEmailherback

Me:ThankyouGugu

MTHUNZI

Titi:CanIpleasebeexcused,I'm goingtothe

restroom

Me:Okay



Shegotupandleft..

Igotupandwenttothecounter..

Mananger:Sir

Me:Thankyoufortherespectandthewarm

welcome

Manager:It'snoteverydayintherestaurantwe

haveaPrince

Itookoutmycard...

Me:I'm payingthebillofeveryonethat'shere



now

Manager:Youdon'thavetooSir,It'strulyour

pleasuretohaveyou.Yourfamilyishelpinga

lotwithoureconomytoo,weareabletokeep

runningourbusinesses,workingbecausethe

economyisnotsotraumatizinganymore

Me:Please..Iinsist

Shenodded..

Me:Mayyoudomeonelastfavour?

Manager:YesSir

PROPHETNKA



Gugucameback..

Gugu:Sir

Me:Gugu

Gugu:IsenttheEmail,Sherepliedback.She's

comingshe'sgoingtobeattendingtheSunday

service

Me:That'sbeautifulhopingtheywillhavea

goodstay

Gugu:Ithoughtyouweregoingtohelpoffer

yourhousetoaccommodatethem



Me:Iwould,andI'dbehonoredtoobut

unfortunatelyroyaltyjustdoesn'ttrustanyone

norsleepanywheresomyfamilyandIwedon't

haveanytieswiththem asyet,theydon'ttrust

us.Wenomorethanstrangerswhomightharm

them

Gugu:OhwIsee

Me:She'sprobablygoingtostayinahotel

TIERA

Iwalkedoutofthebathroom andmademyway

back..Wewereondessertnow..

Me:Sorryaboutthat



Mthunzi:Noproblem,I'vealreadyordered

dessert

Me:HowdoyouknowwhatIlike?

Mthunzi:Itookmychances

Thewaitresscamebackwithourdessert..

Platesthatwereclosed..

Waitress:Oreocakedesserttoppedwithvanilla

icecream andanoreasauce

Me:Soundsdelicious



Waitress:Enjoy

Sheplacedtheplatesbeforeus..

Mthunzi:Hopeyouwillenjoyit

Iopenedthelid,tobewelcomedandbe

surprisedbyamessage"Bemine".

Ilookedathim,therewasevenarosewithouta

sterm..

Me:Waitdidyou...?

Mthunzi:HappybelatedbirthdayPrincess



Me:Princess?

Mthunzi:Youareatieraright?

IremembermyFather'swords.Alwayssaying

I'm meanttobeaprincess,maybehedidn't

meanitliterally.MaybehemeantitthatI'm

goingtobesomeone'sprincessonedayina

relationship..

.

Tobecontinued

Theyesterdaylastbonusowed,apologiestoit

gotdelayed
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TIERA

AFEW DAYSLATER

Followingourlastlunchwhenheaskedmeto

behis,basicallyaskingmetobeina

relationshipwithhim.Isaidyes.Idon'tknow

howbutIsaidyes..Hewentasfarasgetting

meaweddingbandring,Iwearitonmyright

hand.Onmyindexfinger,It'sasymbolofmy

beinghisgirlfriend.Idon'tknowwhythe

gesturebutIfinditcute..Hehasawayofdoing

hisownthings,awaythatisverysweet...

ItwasaFridaymorning,andhewon'tbearound

forthisweekend.Heleftyesterdaylateand



wenthome,Saidsomethingaboutafamily

functionofsomesortthathehadtoattend...

Iwashometoo,There'sanSRCmeeting

concerningstudentswhoareusingNSFAS.

Theyshutdownattendingtoday..

IwasoutshoppingwithElla,Spendingsome

qualitytimewithher..

Ella:Youshouldtellhim whileit'sstillearly.It'll

givehim timetoprocessit.Tellinghim late

aboutyourstatusandhefeelslikehedoesn't

wannabewithyou.It'llhurtmore,First

heartbreaksaretheworst

Me:It'snotthateasytrustme,openinguplike

that.Ican'teventellHlengibecauseshe's



judgemental

Ella:Yaathatoneisnoneofherbusiness,You

don'thavetotellher.Youdon'toweher

anythingbutShadeyoudoowehim honesty

Me:Iknow..I'lltellhim,lethim enjoyathome

MTHUNZI

Thehousewasbusy,Servantsweregoingup

anddownpreparingfortomorrow..

TheLushabafamilywillbearrivinglatetoday,

Theyareontheirway..

Comingherehasalsomademefindoutthat



AmahleisgoingdowntoJohannesburg,to

attendProphetNka'schurch..

Ipulledhercloser..

Amahle:Hey

Me:Weneedtotalk

Amahle:Okay?

Me:SoyougoingdowntoJohannesburg?

Amahle:Thatstatementistrue

Me:Ineedtotellyousomething



Amahle:Makeitquick

Me:Iam datingTiti,ProphetNka'sDaughter

Shelookedatmeandlaughed..

Amahle:Yeahright

Itookmyphoneandshowedherthepictures

wetook..

Amahle:Waitwhat?Youserious?

Me:It'simportantthatyoudon'tmentionthat

bothyouandIarerelated



Amahle:Shedoesn'tknowthatyouareaPrince?

Me:No

Amahle:ThisisMom'skarma

Me:What?

Amahle:Yourfuturewifewillbeherelateron

today,todiscussyourmarriage

Me:Iknow

Amahle:YourMotherisgoingtokillyou



Me:Iknowthattoo

Amahle:Youreallylovethisgirl?

Me:Yes..Ido

Amahle:FineIwon'tmentionanythingabout

you

Ihuggedher...

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouverymuch

TIERA

Theseothertwogentlemenapproachedus..



Guy1:Gooddayladies

Welookedatthem..

Theotheronegavemeflowers..

Me:Uhm..

Guy1:From Mthunzi

Ella:Wowthisguyisbald

Me:Uhm thankyou

Theystoodthere..



Me:Thankyou?

Guy1:Wecannotleaveuntilwearecertainthat

youarehomesafe

Me:What?

Ella:Whoishe?ThePresident'sSon?

Guy1:It'sourduty

Guy2:Don'tworrywewon'tbeintheway,you

won'tevennoticeus

Me:Thisisveryunnecessary



Ellapulledmetotheside..

Ella:Whothefuckareyoudating?The

president'sSon?

Me:NotthatIknowof..Thisisridiculousletme

callhim

MTHUNZI

Ma:Mthunzi..Comehere

Iwalkeduptoher...

Ma:Didyougetthering?



Me:Huh?

Ma:Thering?Theengagementring?

Me:Whatengagementring?

Ma:Theywillbeheretodiscusslobolaandshe

hastoleavewithsomethingthat

Me:Ithoughtwewerejustgoingtotalk

Ma:Doyouactuallywantthismarriageto

happenornot?

Myphonevibrated..ItwasTiti..



Me:Excuseme

Ma:Mthunzi

Iwalkedaway..

Me:Princess

Titi:Hlomukawhat'sgoingon?

Me:Why?

Titi:There'sthesetwomenfollowingmeand

mysisteraroundatthemall



Me:Ohwyadon'tmindthem

Titi:Don'tmi..Weintheunderweardepartment

andit'sembarrassing

Me:What?Youwantthem tofittheunderwears?

Titi:It'snotfunny

Me:LookyoumyprincessandI'm goingtotreat

youlikethat

Titi:Okayfinebutjustfortoday

Me:Justfortoday



Titi:Howishome?

Me:Wellit'snotwithyouso..

Titi:It'sthatbad?

Me:It'sokay

Titi:Ihavetogo..We'lltalklater

Me:Iloveyou

Titi:IloveyoutooHlomuka

Ihungup...



TIERA

Ella:Didyouaskhim ifhe'sthepresident'sson?

Me:Heisnot

Ella:I'm justsaying

Me:IfhewasIwouldknow

Ella:Ilikethegesture,Masculineprotection

Me:Itiskindacharming,Shadeisvery

unpredictable

Ella:Anunpredictableguyisagoodone,Ireally



likemyinlaw.Hemakesaneffort

Me:Hedoesnolie

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI

Theydrovein,withtheirblackSUVs.Westood

atthepalaceentrancereadytowelcomethem.

ItwasMe,MyMotherandourservants..

Ma:Youlookhandsome



Me:Thankyou

Apraisesingerwasalsoinourmist,welcoming

them bytheirclannames.Theywerebeating

drumstoo..

IfIagreetothiswholesituation,ourmarriage

willbepublicized.ThelastthingIwantiswhatI

havewithTititoberuinedbythis.Idon'tthink

there'sanygreatpainthanherfindingoutabout

thisinnewspapers,socialmediaandTV.Itwill

breakherandIwillonthelistofJerks!!

Kholisiwegotout,SheheldherFather'shand.

She'sbeautifulnolie,Butbeautyalonedoesn't

wintheheart.Atleastnotmine..



KingLushabahad3wives.Onepassedon,

Kholi'sMotherandshewasthemostloved

henceheloveshisDaughtermorethanhis

otherchildren..

Ma:KingLushaba

King:QueenHlomuka

Theyhuggedandhekissedheronhercheek.

Ma:Kholi

Kholi:QueenMother

Theyhuggedtoo..



King:PrinceMthunzi

Me:KingLushaba

Weexchangedahandshake..

Me:PrincessKholi

Kholi:PrinceMthunzi

Ikissedherhand..

Ma:Wewelcomeyouintoourpalace,Please

comeandhavelunchwithus



Weallwalkedintothehouse,Ourhealer

followedus..Hewasfollowingme..

Healer:Ifyougoingtopretendatleastmakeit

believable

Me:I'm trying

HisloyaltyhasalwaysbeenfortheKingdom

thanmyMotherasanindividual..

KingLushabaopenedthechairformyMother.

NowIwasforcedtocarryoutthesamegesture

forKholi..

Iopenedthechairforher..



Kholi:Thankyou

NOLITHA

Hewasawakenow,oratleasttheywere..

Me:Whyhaveyoucometotorturethisbody?

Thewayheturnedhisheadtomewasnot

normal,itwasquickandanormalhumanbeing

would'vestrainedtheirneck..

Me:Whoareyou?

Him:"Whoarewe"isthepreferableterm forwe

aremany,wearelegion



Themotherlosthermind..

Mother:Whatdoyouwantfrom mySon??

Father:Don'tspeaktohim

Mother:Leavehim youhear?Leavehim alone!!

Legion:Getthehypocriteoutofhere!!!!

ThepriesttooktheMotheroutside...

Ilookedatthem astheywalkedoutandclosed

thedoor,Shewasscreamingsoloud.WhenI

turnedback,Legionhadbrokenhimselffrom



theties.Hewassittingupstraightandlooking

atme..Hegrabbedmyarm andpulledme

closer..Helookedatme.

Legion:Sweat,Racingheartbeat,fear!

Me:Ihavetattoedthepentacleonme,Itserves

asprotectionyoucan'thurtme!

Legion:Iwouldn'tevenifIwantedtoo!

Iyankedmyarm from him..

Me:Why?Whyareyouinthisbody?

Legion:Let'srathertalkabouthowyouhave

marriedyourcurrenthusbandunderlies



Ilookedathim..

Legion:PoorProphetthinksthesuccubus

ruinedyou,inactualfactyouhadanabortion

yearsagowhenyouwereateenbeforefirst

husbandsacrificedhismanhood.Thatabortion

wasbrutal,itscarredyourwomb

Ilookeddown..

Legion:Prophetdoesn'tknowdoeshe?Then

theysendadamnDelilahtoexorciseme??A

hypocritejustlikethemotheroutthere

screamingforherSon.Nowshe'sloving,

concernedandfearfulmeanwhileshehatedher

ownSon.Sheabusedhim,Wishedhewasnever

born!HegrewhateforherMother,inthat



mannerheinvitedmein

Me:Youtrickedhim..Youmadeapromisethat

ifheallowsyouin,youwillhelphim dealwith

hisdemonsmeanwhileyouwerethedemons!

Legion:Hewasanangryyoungman,internally

conflicted!Hishateandangerburnsmewith

pleasure..Hewasgoingtocommitsuicide..I

madehim special

Thepriestwalkedin..Hewasholdingtheholy

waterandsprinkleditatlegion..

Priest:InthenameoftheFather,TheSon,and

theholyspirit.Icommandyoutoleavethis

body



Me:Fatherno!!!

Legiongotpissed,howhemovedfrom thebed

andjumpedonthepriestIcan'tevenexplain.

ThepriestfellbackandLegionwasontopof

him...

Legion:Thepriestwhoissickeningtosaythe

least,theonewhogetsdrunkoffthechurch

wineandpreachdrunkattimes

ItookoutmyJesuscrossnecklace..

Me:Legion!!

Ihelditagainsthim..



Heturnedandlookedatme..

HehissedandgotoffthePriest,Hethenran

throughandjumpedoutfrom theopenwindow..

IwenttothePriestandhelpedhim up...

Me:AreyouokayFather?

Priest:I'm okay..Thankyoumychild

MTHUNZI

Lushaba:Iam sohappythatwearecontinuing

toform abondandarelationshipwiththe

Hlomukapeople.



Ma:We'vealwaysbeenstrongalliances,I'm

gladmySonsawabeautifulflowerfrom your

gardenandisgoingtopickitout

Lushaba:HehasallthemakingsofagreatKing

Me:Thankyouhismajesty

Ma:Kholihowdoyoufeelaboutthemarriage?

Kholi:Ifeelgood,I'vealwayslikedUmthunzi

from wayback.I'm blessedtohavebeenpicked

asasuitableprincessforhim

Ma:Blessedmychild



Lushaba:Mthunzihowdoyoufeel?

Me:I..Ifeelgood

Lushaba:It'snotaboutlovefrom yourside,it's

aboutkeepingthiskingdom safeandsheltered

from it'senemies.Youneedastrongwomanby

yourside

Ma:Iagree

Lushaba:WhereisyourDaughter?

Ma:ForgivemyDaughter,She'snotaround.She

wenttovisit

Lushaba:Freshairisgood



TIERA

I'm alwaysamazedbySister'splace.It'slikeI'm

cominginfortheveryfirsttime..

Me:Yourplaceisamazing

Ella:Yousaythatallthetime

Me:Becauseitis

Ella:Whatalongday..I'llopenthebottleof

wine

Me:Juiceforme



Ella:Iknowyoudon'tfancyalcoholTiti

Me:Justremindingyou

NOLITHA

Themotherlookedatme..

Mother:Whatdoyoumeanthatyoulosthim?

Me:Hewentoutthroughtheopenwindow

Mother:How?How?Youguysaresupposedto

bethebest!Youcomeoffhighlyrecommended



Me:Youhaven'tbeenforthcomingwithus,why

didn'tyoumentionyouhadabroken

relationshipwithyourSon

Mother:Mybrokenrelationshiphasnothingto

dowiththis

Me:Itactuallyisbecauseit'swhereitallstarted

Priest:Ifwegoingtohelpyou,Atleasttellus

thetruthsowecanbeabletohelp

Sheshookherheadandsatdown..

TIERA

Icheckedmyphone.It'sbeenalmost3hours



sinceMthunziandIlastspoke.Iwasmissing

him,howhemakesmelaughandalways

makesmyday..

Idecidedtocallhim buthedidn'tpickup..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOLITHA

OnethingIwillfallontohatewithregardsto

this,ishowdemonsknowhowtoplaytheir

cardsright.Theabortionsituation,Noonewas

meanttoknowexceptformebecauseInever



toldanyone.EvenMikedidn'tknowaboutit.I

wasateen,pregnantwithmyStepFather's

baby.Bythen,weweren'tevenmarried..

Nka:Howdiditgotoday?

Me:Itwasatoughone,thekidwaspossessed

byLegion

Nka:That'sbrutal,Istherehope?

Me:Idoubt..Idon'tthinkthekidisstillinthere

Nka:Ican'tbelieveClooverwashurtingpeople

likethat

Me:Metoo



Nka:Ican'tbelieveIeventrustedhim

Me:It'snotyourfault

Nka:Ihatebetrayal,Ihateliesanddishonesty

Ilookeddown..

Me:Iknow

MTHUNZI

Thehealerwalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Healer:IftheQueenfindsoutI'm conspiring



withyoubehindherback.Hewillhaveme

beheaded

Me:Ican'tengagethisgirl,Ican'tmarrythisgirl

Healer:Wehaveestablishedthat

Me:Ineedyourhelp

Healer:Youalreadyhaveyourheadonthe

choppingblocknowyouwantminetobethere

too?

Me:Iwouldn'tbeaskingyouforhelpifitwasn't

important

Healer:Let'shearit



Me:Thiswon'thappenbeforeweconsultthe

ancestors,Iknowyouheadthatdepartment.I'd

likeyoutouhm..Makeitseem likeancestors

aren'tforthis

Healer:YouwantmetolietotheQueen?Lieon

theancestors?

Me:Pleasejuststallthisforatleast3months,

I'm surebythenIwould'vethoughtof

something

Healer:Mthunzi

Me:PleaseI'm desperate



Healer:OnlybecauseIbelieveinyouandthat

youwillmakeabetterking,I'llseewhattodo

Me:Thankyou

TIERA

Hesentmeatextmessagethatwe'lltalklater

on,Theyarebusyslaughteringandwhatnot..

IwenttohelpNolipreparedinner..

Noli:TheresheisMiss84kflowers

Me:Don'tstart



Nka:Didyouendupfindingoutwhoitwas?

Me:Yes

Nka:Who?

Me:It'sstillearlytotell,fornowIdon'twanna

sayanythingandjinxit

Noli:Okaythen

Nka:Theprincessfrom IsizwesakwaHlomuka

willbeatourchurchonSunday

Noli:Really?



Nka:Yes..PrincessAmahleHlomuka

Me:That'sgreat

Noli:Isthatevenallowed?Iheardthatfamilyis

deeplyrootedintradition.Ancestorsandwhat

not,plushermotherissaidtobeadictator

Nka:Wellshe'scoming,She'ssentusanEmail

Me:Willshebestayingwithus?

Nka:Ihighlydoubt

Me:Idon'tknowmuchaboutthatfamily



Nka:Youshouldgiveyourselftimetoresearch

aboutthem

Me:Ahh..Idoubtit'ssomethingI'llbeinterested

indoingbecausetheydon'taffectmylifein

anyway

Me:Ialsojustseethem inpassing,onTVand

onthenewspaper

Nka:TheyareaveryimportantpartofSA,you

guysneedtocheckthem out

MTHUNZI

Amahlecalledme..



Amahle:I'vearrived

Me:That'sgood

Amahle:I'm noticingatyourhouse,there'sno

tracesofus

Me:Asyousaying..Myhouse

Amahle:Mthunzijusttellthegirl,whatyou

ashamedabout?YouareaPrince

Me:Titifellinlovewithmewithouteven

knowingwhoIwas,theveryfirstgirltobereal.

OthersknewthatIwasaPrince,Shedidn'tand

that'stherealistofthem all



Amahle:Maybeshewaspretending,Everybody

knowsus

Me:Shedidn't

Amahle:Okaybutthennowyouneedtotellher,

It'snotlikeyoucheatingorit'ssomethingbad

Me:I'lltellher

Amahle:Howisitgoing?

Me:Horrible..

Amahle:ThankgoodnessIleft



Me:Ya..Thankgoodnessindeed

TIERA

Itookouttheroastedchickenfrom theoven,I

heardmyphoneringing..

Iplaceditonthestoveandtookoffthegloves

thenwenttogetmyphone..

Itwasacallfrom Ella..

Me:Hey

Ella:TitiIjustsearchedthisboyfriendofyours



Me:Okay

Ella:He'saprince

Ilaughed..

Ella:MthunziHlomuka?IsizwesakwaHlomuka?

Hello?

Isatonthebed..

Me:Itcan'tbe,Mthunzican'tbeaPrince.I

mean,he..Thiscan'tbe

Ella:I'vesentyousomeinformationon

whatsapp..Checkhim out



Me:Okay

MTHUNZI

Iwentdowntothekitchen,Iwantedtosneak

outofthepalacetocallTiti..

IbumpedintoKholisiwe..

Kholi:PrinceMthunzi

Me:Princess

Kholi:Iwentoutforawalk



Me:Okay..Ineedtogooutsideforacouple,I'll

comebackbeforedinnertime

Kholi:Okay

Iwentout..

TIERA

Me:Ohwmygoodness!!!

Hiscallcamethrough,Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Hlomuka

Mthunzi:IhopeI'm notintotoomuchtrouble



Me:Notatall,Aprincehasresponsibilities

Iheardhim exhaling..

Mthunzi:Iwasgoingtotellyou

Me:When?

Mthunzi:Idon'tknow..Ijustenjoyedbeing

lovedformewithoutanyoneknowingwhoIwas,

Butthat'snotanexcuse..Ishould'vetoldyou

Me:It'sokay

Mthunzi:Wait...Younotangry?



Me:No..Atleastit'snotsomethingbig

Iam keepingawholelotofabigsecretfrom

him..

Mthunzi:Areyousure?Iwasabouttosend

flowersagain

Me:Weareokaywhatmakesiteasyformeto

forgiveyouisthatyoudidn'tflashyourstatusat

meorusethem tomanipulatemeintobeingin

arelationshipwithyou

Mthunzi:I'm sorelieved

Me:MthunziI'm..Ihavesomethingtotellyou



Mthunzi:Okay

Me:Ijustdon'tknowhowtotellyou

Mthunzi:ThenIdon'twannahearit

Me:It'simportant

Mthunzi:Ifit'ssomethingthat'sgoingtomake

meloseyou,thenIdon'twannahearit

Me:Mthunzi

Mthunzi:Ineedtogo,dinnerisin10..Can'twait

toseeyou,can'twaitforthisweekendtoend..I



loveyouNtombiyakwaMhlaba

Me:IloveyoutooHlomuka

.
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MTHUNZI

Wewerewokenupbythesoundofthehorn.

Whenthathappens,Itmeansit'snotgood.

Somethingishappeningthatisnotgood..

Weledoutbythepalaceguards.Wewereall



stillinourPajamas..

Ma:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoing)

Wewereledouttothekraal..Thehealerwas

there..

Ma:Thokoza

Thokoza:Ndlunkulu

Ma:Whatisgoingon?

Thokoza:Comeseeforyourself

Wewalkedcloser.Therewasapythonnextto



thecalabash.Itwasn'tmoving.Thecalabash

hadbrokenandthetraditionalbeerinsideofit

wasspilledallover.Theincensewasdyingout

toodispensingablacksmoke..

Ma:Whatisthis?

Thokoza:It'ssadthatIshouldinform you.The

ancestorsarenothappywiththeunionof

PrinceMthunziandPrincessKholisiwe.

King:Ini?(What)

Ma:That'simpossible

Thokoza:It'ssafetoholdoff



Ma:Holdoffuntilwhen?

Thokoza:Untilfurthernotice?

King:Whatareyousaying?

Thokoza:I'm sayingtherewon'tbeanywedding

Ma:Thiscannotbe!

King:Wetraveledallthewayfrom Kznjustso

myDaughter'sheartcanbebroken?

Ma:Therehastobesomekindofamistakeor

somethingbecausethisisnotit!



King:Kholisiwe,gogetyourthingsweleaving!

Theywalkedaway..

Ma:Thokozatherehastobeamistake

Thokoza:Idon'tmakemistakes

Ma:Thisisanightmare

Shewalkedaway..

IlookedatThokoza..

Me:TheSnakewasalittlebittoomuch



Thokoza:Iliedontheancestors

Me:Foragoodcourse

Iwalkedbacktothepalace..

TIERA

IwasuphelpingMymom preparebreakfast.

ThePrincesswillcomehavebreakfastwithus

sowecanmeetherofficially...

Me:Whatdoesroyaltyeveneat?

Ma:Theyhumansright?



Me:Yes

Ma:Sotheyeatfood

Me:Yesbutwhatkindoffood?

Ma:Arethesausagescomingalright?

Me:Yes

Ma:InamillionyearsIneverthoughtyourfirst

timedating,it'llbewithaPrince..ArealPrince

Me:Metoo

Ma:Solongyouhappyandhetreatsyouwith



respect

Me:HeisagoodPerson,Hopingit'snotallan

act

Ma:Talkandcontinueworking

MTHUNZI

Ididn'tevensleepwhenIgotbackintothe

Palace.Ibatheandstartedpackingup..

There'snoreasontostayhereanymore,WhatI

camehereforisnothappening..

MyMotherislosinghermindIknow,She

panicksveryeasy..



Servant:PrinceMthunzi

Me:Yes?

Servant:TheyaresayingGoodbyetotheKing

andPrincess,Yourpresenceisrequestedtobid

theKingandthePrincessgoodbye..

Me:Thankyou

Iwentdowntothem..MyMotherwastherestill

tryingtopleadhercase..

Ma:Wewillfixthis



King:There'salotofboyswhowouldwanna

marrymyDaughter,Soifthisdoesn'tpulloff.I

willbetalkingtoothers

Ma:Itisgoingtoworkoutjustgiveussome

time

TheKinglookedatme..

King:PrinceMthunzi

Me:HisMajesty

King:Whatdoyousayaboutallofthis?

Me:Itissadhowthesituationturnedout,Iwish

itcouldturnoutbetterbut..



King:Begood

Me:ThankyouhisMajesty,PrincessKholisiwe

I'm sorry

Kholi:It'sokay

Ma:I'm trulysorryaboutthis

King:Let'sgoKholisiwe

Theywalkedout...

AMAHLE



Thokowashelpingmedressup..

Me:MyServantgirlscandoit,Youdon'thave

too

Thoko:IwasonceyourNanny,SoI'm usedto

this

Me:Thankyou

Thoko:Youwelcome

Me:SoMthunziis..He'sinlovewithsomeone

else.ThesamegirlthatI'm goingtomeet

Thoko:Ihaven'tmetherbutsheseemstomake

him happy,Ihaven'tseenhim likethisbefore



Me:Atleasthe'scourageoustostandupfor

whathebelievesin

Thoko:Wannatalkaboutit?

Me:Noit'sokay,youcanfinishup

Thoko:Eyeingsomeone?

Me:Well..

Thoko:Well?

Me:Theherdboy



Thoko:Sunny?

Me:Yes

Thoko:Youtwolikedeachothersincefrom

whenyouwerekids

Me:It'llneverbe,He'saherdboyafterall

Thoko:Almostdone

MTHUNZI

IwalkeduptomyMothertosaygoodbye..

Me:MaI'm leaving



Ma:Mthunzi..Thisweddingisgoingtohappen,

Onewayortheanother

Me:Theancestorsdon'tapprove

Ma:Iwillmakeitwork,Thokozawillmakeit

work

Me:Wellthen,Ihavetogo

Ma:Youhaven'tmetsomeoneelseright?

Me:No

Ma:That'sgoodbecauseit'llneverhappen.



Worseacitygolddigger,Acommoner.Agirl

withnomorals,Noschoolinganddoesn'teven

knowwhatittakesandmeanstobeaprincess!

Nowyoucanplayaroundwiththegirlsbutdon't

thinkyou'llmarryoneofthem

Me:Iknow

TIERA

Afterbathing..IcalledtheMentalinstitution.

Theygavemehellfirstbecausethecallingtime

isat11am,butIneededtotalktoNestasothey

broughthertothephone..

Nesta:Titi



Me:Nesta

Nesta:It'scallingtimealready?

Me:No..Ijustwantedtotalktoyouabout

something..Ihaveaboyfriend,He'saPrince..

PrinceMthunzi

Nesta:Aprince?

Me:Yes

Nesta:Youdidn'thaveaboyfriend?

Ichuckled..



Me:No

Nesta:Howdoeshefeelknowingthatyouare

hivpositive

Me:Ihaven'ttoldhim yet

Nesta:Areyougoingtotellhim?

Me:Iwill

Nesta:Ifhedumpsyouit'sokay,Somepeople

fearhiv

Me:IknowNesta,Iknow

.
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TIERA

Sheshowedupatmyhouse,withhertwo

femalecompanions..Sheisbeautifulnolie.

Wewelcomedthem in,Wasjustawkwardthat

theservantshadtostandthere..



Nka:Thankyousomuchforgracinguswith

yourpresence,Wearehonoured

Amahle:Iam honouredforthewarm welcome

Noli:Youarebeautiful

Amahle:Thankyou..Thefoodsmellsnice

Noli:Titipreparedthefood

Me:Don'texaggerateyouhelped

Amahle:Eitherway,thefoodsmellsnice

Me:Thankyou..Mthunzitoldmethatyouhada



ceremonyathome

Amahle:YouknowmyBrother?

Me:It'sokay,HetoldmethatheisaPrince

Amahle:ThankGoodnessIdon'thaveto

pretend..Yeswedobutit'snotimportantfor

metoattend.IwatchthechurchonTVandI

feltcompelledtoattend

Nka:I'm speechless

Me:Thankyouforcoming,Ididn'tknowwe

werethatwellknown

Amahle:Youare



Noli:MaybesoonwecanvisitIsizwesakwa

Hlomuka

Amahle:IwilltalktomyMother

Noli:Thatwouldbelovely

MTHUNZI

IkeptoncallingTitishedidn'tpickup.Icalled

Amahle,Shedidn'tpickup.Icalledthehouse,

Thokopickedup..

Me:IsAmahlethere?



Thoko:ShewenttotheMhlabahouse,tohave

breakfastwiththem

Me:What?

Thoko:Theyinvitedherover

Me:Amahlewassupposedtogotochurch,

Nowwhatexcusewillshegiveabouthernot

attendingthefamilyfunction?

Thoko:She'sstilltheresothat'sagoodsign

Me:I'llbetheresoon

Thoko:I'm sureshe'llbeherebythen



Me:FineI'llcallagain

Thoko:Okay

TIERA

Amahle:Thisfoodisindeeddelicious

Nka:Itis

Noli:NotthatyouarebeingambushedPrincess

Amahle

Amahle:Amahleplease



Noli:MyDaughterisdatingyourBrother,We

havenoideaofhowroyaltyis..Howislifegoing

tobeforhershouldtheygetserious

Amahle:Wellitisdifferentfrom thenormallife

Me:Like?

Amahle:Howyoudress,Sit,andwalk

Nkastartedcoughing..

Nka:There'sawayyoushouldwalk?

Amahle:Yes



Me:How?

Amahle:Youcan'tjustdragyourfeet,waveyour

handsaround.Youwalkwithdignity

Me:Woow

Amahle:Youcan'ttalklikeyouwalkingdown

thestairs.Noswearing,andyoualwaysrespect

theQueen..She'saboveyou

Me:Thatseemslikealotofwork

Noli:HowisyourMother?

Amahle:MyMotherisstrongwilled,grounded,

tough,strict



Me:Soundsintimidating

Amahle:SheistheQueenafterall

Me:Thisisinterestingthough

Noli:Very

Thekitchendooropened..

Ella:Family!!SorryI'm late

Shewalkedin,inthelivingroom..

Ella:WhoaretheseG-..Theprincessishere



Me:EasyElla

Shewalkeduptoher..

Ella:Hi..MynameisElla,I'm herSister

Amahle:Nicetomeetyou

Ellaextendedherhand..

Amahlestoodupandhuggedher..

Amahle:Wedon'tshakehandswithwomen,We

hug



Noli:TakeNotes

Me:Ma

Ellasatdown..

Ella:SowhereistheBrother?

Amahle:Thebrotherisathome,wehavesome

familyfunction

Ella:Okay..Soareyouandmysisternot

supposedtohateeachotherorsomething?

Me:Ella!!



Ella:What?Inlawshatealot

Amahle:IlikeTiti,She'sbeautiful.Wellspoken,

Respectsherself,andgoodwithpreaching.She

mightnotbeofroyalbloodbutshecanfitin

Ella:Hearthat?

QUEENHLOMUKA

Thokoza:Hermajesty

Me:Ineedyoutothrowthebonesandcheck

formewhat'sgoingon

Thokoza:Wehavedonethat



Me:Ineedthistowork.TheLushaba'sareour

alliances,strongalliancesandwellrespected.

Powerfultoo

Thokoza:MyQueenifImay

Me:Yes?

Thokoza:There'sawaywecantrickthem

Me:How

Thokoza:Iseeanotherwomanhere

Me:Anotherwhat?



Thokoza:Theonethathashisheart,Theone

thattheyapprove

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Thokoza:That'stheonetheyinsupportof

Me:Mthunzican'tmarryanyonewhoisofno

royalblood

Thokoza:MthunziisthesoontobeKing,He

canchangeeverythingwhenhebecomesa

Kingandifyoudon'tsupportthis.Hecanact

banishyoufrom thekingdom,It'shisbirthright

Me:Mthunzicanneverknowheholdsthat



muchpower,AllthatMthunziknowsisthatI

shoulddiefirstbeforehebecomesaking

Thokoza:Ifyoudon'tsupportthisthenI'm sorry

butit'llbetheendofyou

Me:Thisendsbetweenus

Thokoza:Youhavemyloyalty

Me:OrMthunziwillknowthatyouhadahand

onhisfather'sdeath,hewillputyoutodeath

Thokoza:Iknow

Me:Sohereistheplan



TIERA

IcheckedmyphoneasIpassedtogotothe

bathroom.Ihad3missedcallsfrom Mthunzi..I

calledhim.Hecanceledmycallandcalled

back..

Me:Hl-

Mthunzi:I'vecalledyoulike3times

Me:OhwI'm sorry..Ileftmyphoneinthe

bedroom,Ididn'twannaberude..Yoursisteris

here

Mthunzi:Okayyoualmostgavemeascare



Me:Areyoudriving?

Mthunzi:Yesonmywayback

Me:Aren'tyousupposedtobeattendingthe

ceremonyorsomethinglikethat?

Mthunzi:Yeahtheotherroyaltydidn'tshowup

Me:Okaythencan'twaittoseeyou

Mthunzi:Howisthebreakfastgoing?

Me:It'sgoinggood,YourSisterisverylovely



Mthunzi:She'snotbothersome?Nottroubling

you?Not

Me:Notatall,She'ssweet

Mthunzi:OkayI'llseeyoulater,Imissyouso

much

Me:Imissyoutoo

Mthunzi:Seeyoulater

Me:SeeyoulaterHlomuka

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

Me:Thankyouforcoming,Thankyoufor

havingbreakfastwithus

Amahle:Thankyouforbeingwonderfulhosts

Me:Ijusthopethatwewilldothissometime

Amahle:Metoo



Me:Here..It'snothingmuch,butit'sgratitude

Amahle:Thisisbeautiful,I'llwearitalways.It's

abeautifulbangle

Me:Safedrive

Amahle:Thankyou

Thebreakfasteventooklongerthanexpected.

Nkaevenleft,SodidNoli.Wejusttalkedand

talkeduntilitwasmidday..

MTHUNZI

Ilookedatthetime,Itwas15:00..



Me:Whatalongbreakfast,Thoughtshewould

beherewhenIgetback

Thoko:It'sagoodsign

Me:Ihopeso

Thoko:Howwasyourtrip?

Me:Itwasgood,Idrovebacksafely

Myphonerang,ItwasMom..

Me:Excuseme



Iwalkedawaytoanswer..

Me:Ma

Ma:Mthunzi,Haveyouarrived?

Me:Yes

Ma:Safe?

Me:Yes

Ma:Ihadtimetothinkasyouleft,Thokoza

helpedtoo

Me:Ohwyeah?



Ma:Yes..Maybetheancestorshavedeclined

theweddingbecausetheywantyoutochoose

someonewhom youlovedeeply

Me:Youthinkso?

Ma:Unfortunatelyit'snotlikeinourtimes

anymore.Ihavebeensosunkintokeepingthis

kingdom strongIdidn'twantourenemiestous

asweak,SomuchIgotaddictedtoitandI

forgotthatmychildrenarenotthepeoplefrom

here.It'snotfairandwasneverfairformeto

controlyou.Youareanadultandyouare

capableofmakingyourowndecisions,

mistakestoo.Mistakesishowwelearnafterall

isn'tit?



Me:Isupposeso

Ma:SoIwilllayoff.Youareoldenough,and

youshouldchoosewhom youwanttobewith.

I'm sorryIpressuredyou

Me:Areyoufeelingokay?

Ma:Whetherthemarriageisarranged,Ifyou

don'tlovePrincessKholisiweshe'llfeelthepain,

burdenedandwhatnot.Idon'twantanother

childfeelingthatway

Me:Isee

Ma:Solongit'ssomeonewhoisrespectfuland

willrespectthatwecarryourselvesdifferently



Me:Sheisrespectful

Ma:Sosheexists?

Me:I'vebeentryingtotellyou,That'swhyI

didn'twannamarryKholi

Ma:Iunderstand..Sowhoisshe?

Me:HernameisTiera,TieraMhlaba

Ma:Catchyname

Me:ProphetNka'sDaughter



Ma:Doesn'tringabell

Me:She'saverylovelygirl

Ma:I'm suresheis..Youshouldcomewithher

nextweekendsowecanmeetheronlyifyou

areseriouslyintoher

Me:Iam..Iwannamarryher

Ma:Wellthen,That'sgood..Can'twaittomeet

her

Me:AndMother..Ifyoubecomeanyhowtoher

I'llknow.IfyouchaseherawaybyanymeansI'll

know,Ifyoumistreather..I'llknowthenyouand

Iwegoingtohaveaseriousproblem



Ma:MthunziI'm reallytryinghere..IknowI'm

notwellknownforgoodthingsbut,I'm trying

Me:Okaywe'llsee

Ma:WhereisAmahle?

Me:Sheactuallywenttohavebreakfastwith

Tieraandherfamily

Ma:Isit?

Me:Yaathechurchshe'llattendit'sProphet

Nka's



Ma:Thenit'samustweknowher,Sheknows

whereyoucomefrom.Seeingthatherfamily

knowustoo

Me:I'llbringhernextweekend

Ma:Thankyou

Me:Ihavetogowewilltalklater

Ma:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

TIERA



Ella:Soitwasn'tbad

Me:Notatall,Iexpectedittobeanightmare

Ella:YouareasweetPerson,It'sdifficultforyou

nottobeloved

Me:Royaltyisactuallynotbad

Ella:WellIdon'tknow

Me:Ineedyoutohelpmepickanoutfit.

Mthunziistakingmeout

Ella:Sexout?



Me:No..Ihavetopreachtomorrowforthefirst

service

Ella:So?

Me:Ican'thavesexifIwillbepreaching

tomorrow

Ella:Don'ttellmeMthunzihastomarryyoufirst

beforehecouldgetyouinbed?

Me:No..Notatall..AtleastifitwasFriday

Ella:Soyouwillsleepwithhim?

Me:WedatingElla



Ella:Haveyoutoldhim?

Me:No

Ella:Yougoingtotellhim when?

Me:Idon'tknowEllaokay??It'snotaneasy

thingtoaddress.Iwouldneverdeliberately

infectMthunzibutit'snotsomethingIcanjust

openlysayittohim overdinner

Ella:Thisisamess

Me:IknowandI'lltellhim



Ella:Okay

QUEENHLOMUKA

Idon'tthinkI'veeverbeenthisangryatmykids

before.IwasburninginsideandwhenMthunzi

toldmethat,Ifeltlikegoingoffathim.Hewent

foronegirlthatIhatewithallmyheart,Now

Amahleisallupintherehavingbreakfastmeet

upswiththem?Arethesekidstryingtosend

meintoanearlygrave??!

Me:Whereisthewhiskey

Theservantgirlrantomewiththebottleand

glass..



Me:Whattookyousolong?

Her:Uxo-

Me:Givemethat!!!

Isnatchedthebottlefrom her..

Thokozawalkedin..

Thokoza:Youaskedformypresence?

Me:Sitdown

HesatdownonthefloorasIsatonmychair.



Me:Nowclearlywitchcraftisofflimits,Her

fatherisaProphetthere'snowaywegoingto

getawaywithit

Thokoza:That'strue

Me:Sowearegoingtohavetobreakthem up

withoutwitchcraft

Thokoza:How?

Me:Wearegoingtomakeherhurthim,andwe

aregoingtomakehim hateher..Iknowthere's

something.Iknowwecangetitdone.There's

nowaythisgirlisgoingtobeaprincessand

thenfutureQueen..I'llhavetodiefirst..We

goingtomakeitunbearableforthem

.
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TIERA

Mthunzididmakeituptomeforhisabsentia.

Fortheweekendawayhewenthome,bytaking

meoutlateron.I'vehadagreatdaynolie,from

thebreakfastwithAmahletothisnow..

UnfortunatelyIdon'tthinkthisoutingwillend

well,becauseIam abouttoconfessmytruthto

Mthunzi.Hedidhispartbycomingcleanabout

whoheis,It'stimetodomyparttooandcome

clean.It'sunfairtohim andforhim,tonotknow

thetruth..



Mthunzi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Iputthenapkinonmythighs..

Mthunzi:You'vebeenawfullyquieteversinceI

pickedyouupfrom home

Me:That'sbecauseIhavetotellyousomething

Mthunzi:What's"Something"

Me:Iloveyouandifthisispromisingtogo

somewhere,ThenIwantustostartonhonesty

orwithhonesty.Youdidyourpartbycoming

clean,Ishoulddomine



Mthunzi:Soundsserious

Me:Itis

Hepouredthewine..

Mthunzi:Let'shearit

Me:NolithaandNkaarenotmybiological

parents

Hedidn'tinterruptedme..

Me:Theyadoptedmeafteratragicexperience.

SeemyMothermovedinwiththisother



boyfriendofhers,Wemovedinwithhim.My

mom,meandmysister

Helookedatme,veryinterestedinwhatIwas

abouttosay..Payattention,Beingattentiveand

all..

Me:HisnamewasJeffand..Idon'tremember

thedetailsofitthoroughly,mytherapistsaid

that'snormal.Thetraumawastoomuch

Mthunzi:Itdoeshappen

Me:He..Hestartedsexuallyabusingme

Mthunzi

Hiseyeswidened....



Me:OnedaymylittleSisternoticedandshe..

ShewasreadytotellourMotherbuthekilled

her,infrontofme

Mthunzi:Tellmethisisnottrue

Me:NolithaandmyMotherwereclosefriends

andNolithawashavingithardsoshecameto

livewithusforawhile,andshenoticed

somethingwasn'tright.ShetoldMom andtook

me.Mymotherkilledhim andthatexperience

tookhertothementalinstitution

Mthunzi:Thisis..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Itookmybagandopenedit.Itookmypill

schedulecontainer.It'sdatedM,T,W,T,F,S,S..



Iputitonthetable..

Me:HewasHivpositive

Hethrewthenapkinonthetable..

Me:Ihavebeen..Iam hivpositive.Hetookmy

innocence,tookmylife,tookwhoIwas.He

tookeverythingfrom me,Beinghivhasmade

me..I'veneverbeeninarelationshipbefore

becauseIwasscared.Scaredit'llneverbe

normal,scaredI'llbeaburden.Youareagreat

guyandyoudeserveagreatwoman.Awife

whowillgiveyoubabies,awomanyouwill

spendyourlifewith.Iliveonborrowedtime.

YesItakemymeds,Ileadanormallifebutwe

don'tknowwhentheclockwillstopticking.You



deservesomeoneworthmoreme,worthmore

thanwhatwedoing.

Itookthepills..

Me:I'm sorry..I'llcallanUber

Itookmybagandwalkedout...

AMAHLE

IwasonthephonewithmyMother.Shewas

forwhatwashappeningbetweenMthunziand

Tiera.Itwasunbelievable,Makesmewonderif

sheisokay.Mymotherisapredictablewoman,

Shedoesn'tlikeyoushedoesn't.Shelikesyou

thenshedoes.There'snoinbetween,notodayI



hateyouthentomorrowI'lllikeyou..

Me:TheyarenicepeopleMa.Titiisalovelygirl

Ma:Lookatthat,Petnamebases

Me:YouwillloveherMa,shehasallthe

makingsofagoodprincess.Shemightnotbe

royaltybutshewillmakeagoodprincess

Ma:Ijustcan'twaittomeether,orthem

Me:MthunzilovesherMa,Ifyoulovehim you

willlovehertoo

Ma:ThisiswhyI'm givingherachancebeforeI

judge



Me:I'm glad

Ma:Tellmemoreaboutherfamily

Me:Okay

TIERA

Itwascoldoutside.I'vebeentryingtogetan

Uberbuttheappwastripping.Iwasaboutto

callEllatofetchmewhenIfeltsomething

warm aroundmyshoulders.Iglancedovermy

shoulder,anditwasMthunzi.Hehadputhis

jacketovermewithhishandsstillonmy

shoulders..



Mthunzi:Youspoke..Ilistened,MayIspeak?

Me:Ofcourse

Heturnedmearound..

Heheldmyhands..

Mthunzi:Firstandforemost,Iadmireyour

honesty.Whatyoudidbackthere,I..Itmademe

torespectyoumoreandloveyoumoreifthat

makessense.Whathurtsisyourtrustinme,for

youtothinkIwouldactuallyleaveyoubecause

ofthis..Itwasn'tyourfault.Youdidn'twakeup

onedayandaskedforthis,thereforeit'snot

yourfault.Ithappenedbecauseithappened,I'm

notmuchofareligiouspersonbutdoesn't

thingshappenforareason?God'swill?Maybe



ifthisdidn'thappenthenyouwouldn'tbehere.

Someblessingsareattachedtopainandthat's

life.Iloveyouandthat'sallthatmatters,I

chosetoloveyouandIwon'tstopjustbecause

ourunionisgoingtobedifferent.Youdie

tomorrowsowhat?Iwillgothroughthepain

becauseIchosetoloveyouandmychoosingto

loveyouisnotamistake.Youarenotaburden,

youareawomanandyoudeservelovetoo.If

thiswasn'twritteninstone,thenwewouldn'tbe

standinghere.Ifyouwantthisthenwegoback

inside,Enjoyourdinner.Ifyoudon'twantthisI'll

takeyouhome

Me:Areyousureaboutthis?

Mthunzi:Yes

Me:ThenI'dlovetohavedinnerwi-



BeforeIcouldevenfinishmysentencehe

pulledmeclosertohim andkissedme..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Guard:Hermajesty,thecommissionerishere

Me:Pleaselethim through

Hebowedandmadehiswayout..

Hecamebackwiththecommissioner..

Com:Hermajesty



Me:Pleasesit

Ilookedattheservants..

Me:Leaveus

Theyleft..

Com:Yourequestedmypresence?

Me:YescommissionerIdid

Com:Iam alwaysatyourservice

Me:MySonhasfalleninlovewith



Igagged....

Me:Sorry..Thinkingaboutitmakesme

nauseated..Anyway,heisinlovewithsomegirl

andI'm nothappyaboutit

Com:HowdoIhelp?

Me:IneedthebestPIyoucanfindmein

Johannesburgtodoabackgroundcheckon

thisgirl

Com:Thatcanbearranged

Me:That'swherewestart,Ineedtoknowthe

enemycomingintomyterritory



Com:Iwillmakeafewcalls

Me:Good

Com:Isthatall?

Me:That'sjustastart

Com:Theendresult?

Me:Death!

TIERA

Hewasstandingbehindme,Iwasstandingat

thewindowlookingatthesky.Thestarscame



outtoplaytonight,andthemoonwasoutthere

too..Afullmoon..

Me:Youdidn'thavetohirethewholeprivate

area

Mthunzi:BegladIdidn'thirethewhole

restaurantforthenight

Me:That'sjustunnecessary,Iwantustobe

normal

Mthunzi:Thisisnormal..Iwantedittobeyou

andme,justthetwoofus

Me:It'speacefulandquiet,Ilikeit



Hekissedmeonmyneck..

Me:IsyourMothergoingtobeokaywithme?

Mthunzi:MyMotherdoesn'thavetoknowabout

yourstatusifyoudon'twantherknowing.You

won'tbesleepingwithher

Ichuckled..

Mthunzi:Whichremindsme,Probablyhaveto

buyalotofcondoms

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim..

Me:Mthunziyousayingitsocasually



Mthunzi:Am Isupposedtobesayitinanother

way?

Me:Younotscared?

Mthunzi:Iam amedstudent,ifyouhadcancer

yaaI'dbescaredthismomentwouldn'tlast

Me:Idon'tknowwhatIdidtodeservethis,to

deservethis

Iplacedmyhandonhischeek..

Me:Iloveyousomuch



Mthunzi:Iloveyoutoo

QUEENHLOMUKA

Com:Yougoingtokillthisgirl?

Me:Wediditbeforewithmyhusband.You,Me,

andThokoza.We'veputalotofpeopletodeath

youandIthisshouldbeapieceofcake,what's

niceisthatshe'sfrom thereandwefrom here..

Wegetsomeonetodoit

Com:KillingagirlandIdon'thavetopersonally

doit..Finebyme

Me:I'm gladweunderstandeachother



Com:Asalways

.
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TIERA

Godworksinmysteriousways,andthedevil

workshard.God'sblessingsareneverclear,

theyneverstraight.Iftheywere,thenitwouldn't

behiswill.Mthunziwasrightwhenhesaid

sometimesyourblessingsareattachedtopain.

SometimesGodlet'spaindribbleyou,tackle



youandkickyousothatwhenhecomes

throughwhenyouleastexpectit.Youwillsee

hisfaithfulness,hisgraceandhislove..

That'swhatmysermonwasaboutthismorning.

Themorningservicefrom 9am-11am..

Mthunziwashere,Amahlewashere.Ifeltvery

blessedthismorningtohavethecompletecrew

ofpeoplewholovemecomethrough...

Me:Lifedoesn'ttakeabreak,Lifeisnot

merciful.Lifedoesn'tsayohhyoulostyourjob,

ohhyoudon'thaveajob.Shame,I'llleaveyou

alone.Itdoesn'tdothat,itkeepsonhittingyou.

Blowafterblowandthat'showit'sgoingtobe

fortherestofyourlife,thelifethatyouwere

given.Inthemistofit,God'smercyisalways

sufficient.Godwillneverletyoubetested



beyondwhatyoucanhandle,Whatyougoing

throughnowisfitforyounomatterhowmuch

ofaheavyobstacleitisonyourshoulders.You

don'tsuccumbtodefeat,youdon'tgodownon

yourkneesandsurrender.Yesfaithwithout

actionsisuseless,Ifyouwantajobyouhaveto

sendoutapplicationsbutwhatpeopledon't

knowisthatyouneedfaithfirstbeforethe

action.Howareyoutokeeponsendingout

applicationsifyoudon'thavefaith.Theywillget

declined,Theywillbethrownout.Faithismore

importantfirst,thantheaction.

Disappointmentswillbethere,Yestheywill

declineyou50timesbeforeacceptingyou.

Evaluatethechallenge,Evaluatethestruggle

"Godifmynotgettingemployedisnotpartof

yourplanthenIrefuse!Idon'tcareifthatwitch

whoisblockingmeissaidtobestrongand

powerfulbutthere'snohumanbeingthatnever

createdmehasbeengivenauthoritytoblock

myblessings!"



Thechurchstartedclapping..

Me:Idon'tthinkIam beingheard.I'm saying

there'snowitchunderthissunwhohasbeen

givenauthoritytoblockyourblessings!Don't

acceptit!Don'tembraceit..Speaktothe

situationspeaktoit!!!"ifyouarenotsenttome

byGod,Goback!Idon'tacceptyou,youarenot

mine"..Stopacceptingthingsthatarenotyours,

stopbeinggiventhingsthatarenotyours,

returnthem back!Theynotyours.Thatcurseis

notyours,returnitbacktothesender,tothe

ownerthroughprayer.Don'tlaugh"Enoughis

enough!Youarenotmine,gobacktoyour

owner".Givebacktoceaserwhatbelongsto

ceaser!It'snotyours!

Theyclappedagain...



Me:Ican'tdoit!Ican'ttolerateit!"Ohwyesat

homethewomendon'tgetmarried,It'safamily

thing.It'sagenerationalcurse".It'snotafamily

thing,It'snotyourcursesenditback!!..Keeping

thingsthatdon'tbelongtoyouisacrime.

Embracingthatcurse,thatwitchcraftisacrime.

It'snotyours.Senditback..Howevernotevery

sufferingisbornofevil.Checkyourself.You

wantajobbutyouarethemostpridefulperson

ever!IfGodisgoingtoblessyou,Hehasto

makeyouover.Hehastostripyouoffthat

pride!Godcannotblessyouwithajobwhere

tomorrowyouwillbegoingaroundlooking

downonthosewhoarebeneathyou.Using

God'sblessingtohurtothers,No..Nomydear

Goddoesn'tworklikethat.Godhastoputyou

downfirst,downtothelowestlevelsothat

tomorrowwhenyoumakeityouwillknowwhat

itfeltliketohavenothingsoyouwon'tgo



aroundusingGod'sblessingstohurtothers..

Theystoodupandstartedclapping...

QUEENHLOMUKA

Somethingwasn'tmakingsensehere.Iam of

thelushabaroyalblood.WhenImarriedmy

husband,wehadnoproblemswhereancestors

wereconcerned.Theyacceptedtheunionandit

wasalsoanarrangedmarriage.Myhusband

didn'tloveme,AtleastnotasmuchasIloved

him butbecauseoftheroyalcode,traditionand

beliefs.Hemarriedme,Hehadnochoice..The

LushabasandtheHlomukashavealwaysbeen

unitedthroughmarriage,TheHlomukasdon't

marryanywhereelse.Lifewithmyhusbandwas

difficult.Ithadit'supsanddowns,Killinghim

wasn'taneasychoicebutIhadtoosothatI



couldsecuremyplaceinthiskingdom.Mthunzi

isactingexactlylikehisfather,Hewasalsoin

lovewithanotherwoman,Acommoner!A

womanwithnoclassandnocharacteristicsof

beingaqueen.Iknewshewasgoingtobring

herhereandIcouldn'thavethat.Icouldn't

sharethiswithher....

TIERA

Amahle:Thatwasabeautifulsermon

Me:Thankyou

Amahle:Ihadgoosebumps

Me:Please..Youoverexaggerating



Mthunzi:She'stellingthetruththough,That

wasbeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Amahle:Andthechurchwassowelcoming,Ifit

rightin

Me:I'm gladyouenjoyed

Mthunzi:Shallwe?

Me:Yes

Weweren'tgoingtoattendthesecondservice,



Didn'tfeellikestrainingthem.Sometimeslong

sermonscanbedrainingplusAmahlehadto

leave.SoMthunziandI,TogetherwithAmahle

weweregoingtohavelunchandthensee

Amahleoff..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Hewalkedin..

Sunny:HerMajesty

ItwasoneoftheHerdboys..

Sunny:Youaskedtoseeme?

Me:Yesplease



Hesatdown..

Me:SunnyIneedyoutogoandsearch

someoneforme

Sunny:Okay

Me:IknowyourMotherisatraditionalhealer

Sunny:YesHermajesty

Me:IneedyoutogoandaskyourMotherwhere

IcangetaSomandlakazi

Sunny:Ithoughttheroyalhousehadhealer



Me:Iam yourQueen.Youdon'taskme

questions,YoudoasIsay

Sunny:Yeshermajesty

Me:GoIexpecttogetaresponsefrom youby

tomorrow

Sunny:Yeshermajesty

Me:Youcanleave

Hestoodupandleft...

TIERA



Amahlewasspeakingwithafewchurch

members..

Mthunzi:Wewillneverleave

Me:Ithinkitwasrudeforyoutonotwanna

engagewithchurchmembers

Mthunzi:Icametochurchnottoflauntmy

royalty

Ichuckled..

Mthunzi:Soyoupreached



Me:Idid

Mthunzi:Nowthatit'sdone,Am Iallowedtoask

youtocomeandspendanightatmyhouse?

Me:Really?

Mthunzi:Wedatingnow,Sleepoversshouldbe

frequent

Inodded..

Me:ThenwillpassatmyhouseandI'llpacka

bag

Mthunzi:InthatcaseletmegetAmahle



Hewalkedtogethissister,Ilaughedwhilst

shakingmyhead..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Itrustthatyourloyaltylieswithme

Thokoza:AsalwaysmyQueen

Me:Proveit

Helookedatme..

Me:Thisgirliscomingnextweekend.Ineed

youtopoisonher



Thokoza:Ithoughtwespokeaboutthat,Sheis

from areligiousbackgrounditwillbeseen

beforeithappens

Me:Youtellingmethatapowerfulhealercan

bedefeatedbyaProphet?

Thokoza:Hermajesty

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Ifyoudon'tpoisonthisgirlI'llknowthat

yourloyaltydoesn'tliewithme

Thokoza:I'lldoithermajesty



Me:Good

.
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MTHUNZI

Me:Iam goingtomissyou

Amahle:Ohwplease,I'm sureyouhappythat

I'm leaving



Me:Alittle

Amahle:Holdontoher,She'sgood

Me:Ifyousaysotoo,Thatmeansshe'sgood

forreal

Amahle:Sheis

Wesharedahug...

Me:Gethomesafe

Amahle:Iwill

Me:Iloveyou



Amahle:Iloveyoutoo

Iwatchedherasshewenttothecar..

Thedriveropenedandshegotin.Iwavedather

astheydroveout..

Iwalkedbacktothehousewhenmyphone

rang,Ichecked.ItwasThokoza..

Me:Thokoza

Thokoza:Mthunzi

Me:Iseverythingokay?



Thokoza:Yes..Why?

Me:Justwonderingwhyyoucalling

Thokoza:Ineedtotalktoyou

Me:I'm listening

Thokoza:Myloyaltyhasalwaysbeenwithyour

father,whenhepassedon.Iwassubjectedto

showmyloyaltytothequeen

Me:IknowThokoza

Thokoza:IrespectyouandIam loyaltoyouas



thefutureking,Irespecttheancestorsthat

choseyou.IknowthatIsizwesakwaHlomuka

willbeabetterplaceforeveryonewholives

herewhenyoubecomeaKing.Youwillbeafair

andjustking.Youarewarm heartedandyour

peoplewillloveyou

Me:Whathappened?

Thokoza:YourMotherIthinkshe'sontous,I

thinkshenoticedthatweplayedher.Youknow

shestopsatnothingtomakesurethatshegets

whatshewants

Me:Iknowandyou'veriskedsomuchforme

Thokoza:Iwoulddoitagainmyking



Me:Thokozawhatisthisabout?

Thokoza:TheQueenhasaskedmetodo

somethingthatIcouldn'tsayno..Sheaskedme

topoisonyourgirlfrienduponherarrival

Me:Ofcourse..Iwasafooltotrusther

Thokoza:Isaidyes

Me:Youhadnochoice,Sheiswhatsheis

Thokoza:IthoughtIshouldgiveyouaheadsup

sowecanseewhatdonext

Me:Thatmeansanythingandeverythingthat

Titihastodrinkoreatwillpassbymefirst



Thokoza:Mthunziyoucan'tdothat

Me:Iam notgoingtohaveTitidieatmyhouse

Thokoza:ObviouslyyourMotherisgoingto

stopyouandwillknowItoldyou

Me:Idon'tknowwhattotellyouThokozabut

I'm notgoingtohavemygirlfrienddiethere

Thokoza:Iunderstand..Iwilltellyouhowshe

wantsmetodoit

Me:Thankyoufortellingme,Iappreciateyour

honesty



Thokoza:Hismajesty

Ihungup....

QUEENHLOMUKA

Servant:HerMajesty

Me:Yes?

Servant:Sunny'sMotherisheretoseeyou

Me:Letherin

Servant:Hermajesty



Shebowedalittle..

Sunny'smotherwalkedin..

Her:Hermajesty

Me:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Her:mysontoldmeaboutyourrequest

Me:CanyoufindmeaSomandlakazi?

Her:Ican'tmyQueen

Me:ExcuseMe?



Her:Ican'tbecauseIam aSomandlakazi

Me:I'llbedamned

Igotupfrom mychair..

Me:AllalongIhadaSomandlakaziinmyvillage

andIdidn'tknow?Humourme.I'veknowna

Somandlakazitobepowerfulandrich.Youare

anobody

Her:Iwasbornfrom thebloodlineofthe

Somandlakaziwitches.Whenthelastonedied,

ThespiritofSomandlakazilocatedmeuntilit

foundmesothatIcouldbethenext

Somandlakazi



Me:Legendhasit,ThataSomandlakazicanbe

defeatedbutcannotdie

Her:Thatistrue.ASomandlakazicanbe

defeatedbyagoodandpowerfulspiritualbeing

Me:HowdoIknowthatyounottrickingme

Her:Theancestorsneverdisapprovedofthe

unionbetweenTheprinceandPrincess

Kholisiwe.Thokozafakedandliedonthe

ancestorstohelpyourson,sothatyourSon

canmarryawomanthatheloves.AsI'm

kneelingbeforeyounow,Thokozahasletyour

Sonin,ontheplanoftheladyTierabeing

poisoned

Me:Mysuspicionsweretrue..Hehasbeen



doublecrossingme

Her:I'm afraidyes

Me:Inthatcase..Canyouhelpmedestroythis

girl?

Her:Icanhelpyou

Me:Sheissaidtohaveafatherthatisheavenly

protected

Her:Notbyblood.Shewasadopted,andyes

ProphetNkaispowerfulonlybecausehehas

theprotectionofwarriorangels

Me:Inthatcasehowwouldyoufeelabout



havingaplacehere,I'm talkingaboutbeingthe

newThokozaoftheroyalpalace?

Her:I'dbehonoured

Me:SendwordforThokozatobebroughthere

NOLITHA

IwaslookingatTiti'sphotos.Whenshewas

stillYounger..

Ican'tbelieveshe'sgrown,datinganddoing

sleepovers..

Nka:IheardthatTiti'ssermonwasgoodtoday



Wecouldn'tgotochurch,Wehadafuneralto

attendofaPastorthatweknew.Apastorthat

wasclosetous..Wejustgothome..

Me:Ididtoo

Nka:Happythatshe'sgrowinginpreaching

Me:Metoo

(Silence)

Me:Ican'tbelieveshe'sdatinganddating

Royaltyforthatmatter



Nka:Ithinkyoushouldn'tgetaheadofyourself

Me:Whatdidyousee?

Nka:Mthunziisagoodyoungmanwithabig

heartnolie,buthedoesn'thaveagoodmother.

Theirlovestorywon'tbeaneasyjourney.They'll

betestedbeyondwhattheycanendure

Me:Titihasbeenthroughalot

Nka:Titiisstrongspiritually.Titiisstrong

spirituallybecauseherfaithinGodhasnot

beentestedasyet

Me:Whythisway?There'snogreaterpainthan

theonethatlovebrings



Nka:Weneedtotrustandbelievethatshewill

conquerandstillhaveherfaithremainingin

Godnomatterwhat

Me:Ihopeso

QUEENHLOMUKA

Theybroughthim tome,Theythrewhim down

onhiskneesbeforeme..

Me:Igaveyouaplacehere,Imadeyoua

somebodyaftermyhusbanddiedandthisis

howyourepayme?

Hekeptquiet..



Me:Iam yourQueenandI'm talkingtoyou,

haveyounothingtosay?

Hedidn'tsayanything,Juststareddown.

Me:Youleavemenochoicebuttofindyou

guiltyoftreason.Youshallbekeptintheroyal

Palaceprisoncellforthenightandbe

beheadedfirstthingtomorrowmorning.Take

him away

Theguardstookhim away...

TIERA

Mthunzi'splacewasbeautiful.EvenifIcould



wakeuptomorrowaregisteredpharmacistI

stillwouldn'taffordsuchaplace.Itwas

absolutelystunning..

Mthunzi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'm preparingdinner

Mthunzi:Ican'thavethat,There'ssomeonewho

ispaidtodothat

Me:Isn'tthatsweet?WellIshallnothave

anotherwomancookformymanwhenIam

around.Princeornot

Mthunzi:Scaredshe'sgoingtocharm myway

intoherheartthroughmystomach?



Me:uSis'Thoko?Beserious

Helaughed..

Me:She'saverylovelywomanthough

Mthunzi:Sheis

Me:Tellme..WhenIvisityourfamilynext

weekendcanmyparentscome?

Mthunzi:Onlyyourmotherandyoursister,your

fathercan'tstepfootatthepalaceuntilyouare

MrsHlomuka



Hepokedmynose..

Me:YouthinkyourMotherisgoingtolikeme?I

heardshe'sabitdifficult.Idon'twantusbeing

enemiesandyoubeingcaughtinthemiddle

Mthunzi:Ifshedoesn'tlikeyouthenthat'sher

lossbecauseyouareawonderfulwoman

Me:WellIthinkmeandhermightgetalongwell,

Ihavefaith

Mthunzi:YaaIhopesotoo

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

Wehadadeliciousdinnerandthenafterdinner,

Wewenttotakeashower.Ashowertogether..

Iknewexactlywhatwashappening,Wherethis

wasleadingtoo.Iwasnervous.AllIkept

thinkingaboutaswekissedwasthatIshouldn't

infecthim.Ididn'twannainfecthim..Iknow

thatacondom can,andwillprotectusbutstill.I

havethatfearofinfectinghim..Hewasrelaxed,

Hewascalm andseemedtobeenjoyingthe

moment.Thewayheranhishandsonmy

soapybody,Italsoturnedmeon.Iwasstarting

togetseriouslyturnedon,andIgotlostinthe

moment.I'm notgoingtoletmystatusgetin

thewayofmyenjoyingmyrelationshipwithmy



boyfriendwholovesmetothemoonand

back.....

PRINCESSAMAHLE

Isnuckoutofthepalacewithacupofcoffee.I

wenttothestablewhereSunnywasfeedingthe

cows..

Me:Hey

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Sunny:PrincessAmahle

Me:I..Ithoughtitwaslateandit'scold,SoI

madeyouahotcupofcoffee.Ihopeyoudon't



mind

Sunny:Idon'tmind,Iactuallyappreciateit.

Thankyou,Butyoudidn'thavetoo

Me:It'sjustacupofcoffee,nothingmuch

Ihandedittohim..

Sunny:Iheardyouwentdowntothecity

Me:Yes..

Sunny:Howwasthetrip?

Me:Itwasworthit



Sunny:HowisJohannesburg?Heardit's

beautiful

Me:Itis,andverybusy

Ilookedathim..

Me:Thinkingofgoingthere?

Sunny:Yesoneday,Justmovedownthere

Me:I'm sureyou'lllikeit

Sunny:Ihopeso



Hedrankhiscoffee..

Sunny:Thankyouforthecoffee

Me:It'snothing..Ishouldgoback,Inside

Sunny:Yesbeforetheycomeoutlookingfor

you

Me:Goodnight

Sunny:GoodnightPrincessAmahle

Iwalkedbackinside..

TIERA



Wekeptonkissing,andhekeptonrunninghis

handsonmybody..Hislipswentdowntomy

neck,allthewaydowntomychest.Hecupped

mybreastsandsnuckhishandinbetweenmy

thighs.Waterwasstillrunningdownonus.He

camebackupandwekissedasheplayed

aroundwithmyclit...

Iranmyhandsonhischest..

Hepickedmeupandandwewalkedoutofthe

shower..

Me:Don'tdropme(laughing)

Mthunzi:Youabiggirlyoucanhandleit



Wewalkedtothebedandhelaidmedown..

Hecameontopofmeandlookedmeintheeye..

Mthunzi:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoumore

Mthunzi:Marryme

Me:I'dlovetomarryyou

Hesmiledandkissedme..

PRINCESSAMAHLE



Iwalkedinandclosedthedoor,Ileanedagainst

itandsmiledalonelikearetard.

Ma:Amahle

Ilookedather,Shewalkedin..

Ma:What'swithyou?

Me:I..Iwaslockingthedoor

Ma:Why?Youdon'tlockthedoor,There's

Guardsoutside

Me:IknowbutIcamedownandthedoorwas



wideopen,Icloseditandthenlocked

Ma:Isee

Me:Iwasonmywayupstairs,Goodnight

Mother

Ma:GoodnightAmahle

Thatwasveryclose...

TIERA

Heranhistongueonmybellybutton,Hisfinger

deepinsideofme.Howhewasworkingit

insidetouchedaplaceIwasn'tfamiliarwith.A

certainplacethatmadethepleasuremore



intense.3timesthanhowIwasfeeling..Ifelt

mybodyvibrating,anelectricshocksurged

throughoutmybody..

HekeptongoingandIwasreallyturnedon,I

wasinthemoment..

Me:OhhhHlomuka

Hisindexfingerwasinside,andhisthumbwas

massagingmyclit..

Mylegsvibratedevenmore,Iliftedmybutta

little.Hemovedupandsuckedonmytitsstill

fingerfuckingme..

Me:Itfeelssogood...



Hekissedmeonmylipsandpulledthelowerlip

alittle.Hehadacondom onnow,anditmade

mecomfortable..

Hespokewithhislipsstillattachedtomine..

Mthunzi:Wantmetoputitin?

Me:Yes..

Hestoppedfingerfuckingme..

Hegrabbedhisharddickandthrustedin.He

keptongentlyputtingitinandout,notallofitin.

Whenhefurtheredin,Hestretchedmeandit

wasabitpainful..Hekeptonplayingaround



thereuntilhepusheditfurtherinwithouta

warning..

Me:AhhhhhMthunzi!!

Ipushedhim offalittlewithmyhandsonhis

chest..

Mthunzi:I'm sorry

Me:Thatwaspainful

Mthunzi:IknowI'm sorry..

Hecalmedmedownwithakiss..



Mthunzi:Askies

NOLITHA

Itwasafterourmidnightprayerwhenwewere

abouttosleepIreceivedacallfrom the

institution..

Me:Hello

Voice:Goodevening,Youspeakingtothenight

Nurseattheinstitution

Me:Okay

Voice:Iam callingyouwithregardstoMs

Nesta



Me:Why?Whathappened?

Voice:Shetriedhurtingherself,TheDrhasput

heronlockdown.Shewon'tbeallowedany

visitorsuntilthenewmedicationthatthey

prescribedforherstartstakingover

Iexhaled..

Me:Iunderstand

Voice:Apologiesforcallingsolate,Thoughtof

lettingyouknowbeforehand,incaseyouhad

plansofvisiting

Me:Noit'sokay..Thankyouforlettingmeknow



TIERA

Iwaslayingflatonmystomach,withapillow

underneath.Hewastakingitfrom thebackand

tobemoresafer,HechangedtheCondom.The

condom didn'tmakeituncomfortablebecause

wewerealsousingalubricant..

Hekeptonsqueezingmyassandspankingit

ashecontinued..

Ihadmyfaceburiedonanotherpillowtrying

nottoscream loud..

Iwashappytoknowthathewasenjoying,

Judgingfrom howhewasgroaning..



Itfeltgood,Ididn'twanthim tostop.Thepain

wasn'tintensetoactuallymakemewannastop

him.Justdidn'tknowhowhekeptongoingand

going,Hehadalotofenergyandstaminaforit..

Hejustkepton..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Iwashavingonelastglassbeforeretiringto

bed..

Somandlakaziwalkedin..

Me:Dammityouscaredme!

Som:MyapologiesHermajesty



Me:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Som:Iwasinmyconsultingroom andIhadan

idea

Me:Yes?

Som:Insteadoftouchingthisgirl,Whydon'twe

goforyourSon

Me:AreyouMad?

Som:I'm sorry..Ididn'tthinkyoulovedhim that

much,Seeingthathe'snotyourbiologicalSon



Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:IfyousaythatsentenceagainIwillhave

youthrownintothecellwithThokoza..Doyou

understandme?

Som:Loudandclearhermajesty

Me:Iaskedyoutohelpme,NottoGoogleme

Som:Myapologies

Shewalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued

EBUKHOSINI



21

QUEENHLOMUKA

AfterwhatSomandlakazisaidtomelastnight,I

hadtroublessleeping.That'sonesecretthat

we'veworkedsohardtohaveitsweptunderthe

carpet.Myhusbandhadachildwiththe

commoner,thewomanthathelovedwithallhis

heart.Sincehecouldn'tmarryherbecauseshe

wasanobodytheycontinuedwiththeiraffair

untilMthunziwasborn.Herpregnancywas

keptasecretfrom ourpeople,Wehadtoisolate

andhideher.Whenitwasfoundedthatshewas

carryingtheHlomukaHeir,That'swhenIhadto

fakepregnancy.Thepeopleweren'tmuch

alarmedseeingme"Pregnant",becausethe

dressesIweartheyassumedhidmypregnancy



verywelluntilIstarted"Showing".When

Mthunziwasborn,Ioptedshemustbekilled

butshevowedtosecrecyprovidedthatshe

witnessesthegrowthofherSonfrom adistant.

Shetookanoathandwesparedherlife.She

becameMthunzi'snannyandlateronAmahle's

nanny,thenalsomoveddowntoJohannesburg

tobeherSon'smaid.Yes,Mthunzi'sMotheris

Thoko..Sheremarried,andhassinceremained

silent..

Iwasn'tgoingtohaveacommonerclaim the

kingdom,WorseshehadaSonandIhada

Daughter...

IwenttoSomandlakazi'schamber.Shewas

movingintothepalacesinceThokozawillno

longerservetheroyalfamily..



Som:Ithoughtyouwouldbepresentandwatch

Thokoza'sexecution

Ilookedaround..

Me:Ineverknewthatthechamberswerelike

this

Som:Anyhomeisahomeforthestruggling

ones,weareonlyservantsourlivelihood

doesn'tmattermuch

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutlastnight

Som:Itwasnotmyplacetospeakoutofturn

Iwalkedovertoheropenwindowandglanced



outside.IsawtheGuardplacingThokoza's

headonthechoppingblock.OneGuardpicked

uptheAxe,AnotheronesentsignalthattheAxe

shouldbelowered.Itwasloweredandit

beheadedhim withpeoplecryingoutloud.His

wifethrewherselfonthegroundcryingterribly..

Som:Shamepoorwomanhasnoplacearound

hereanymore,She'llhavetobebanishedfrom

thevillage

Me:Lawkeepsorder.Committingtreasonis

unacceptable

Som:SobasicallyyourSonisyourenemy?

Becausetreasonisconspiringwithone'senemy

tobringforthdefeat



Me:SomandlakaziifIcandothis,toapowerful

healer.ImaginewhatIcandotoyou,shouldyou

betrayme

Som:Hehandedhimselffreelytoyou,because

ofguilt.TheguilthecarriedforkillingtheKing,

Conspiringwithyou

Me:Thatdoesn'tmatter,Whatmattersisthat

youwilltakeanoathofsecrecy

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:YoumaybeaSomandlakazi,butIam

QueenHlomukaandyouhavenoideajustwhat

I'm capableof!



TIERA

UnfortunatelyMthunzihadtoleaveearlyfor

school.Iwasn'tgoingtogotoschooltoday,I

wasverytiredandIneededtorest.Notto

mentionhowsoreIwas.Ilookedatmyselfin

themirrorandsmiled,lastnightitwasvery

special.Ithoughtthattraumawouldgetinthe

wayofmyenjoyinganintimatemomentwith

myBoyfriend,butitdidn't.Everythingwentwell..

Ifreshenedup,brushingmyteethandwashing

myfacethenIwenttothelivingroom.Iwas

wearinghist-shirtandhisshorts.IfoundThoko

preparingbreakfast,Shewassinging.She

seemedtobeinagoodmood..

Me:GoodmorningMa



Shelookedatmewithasmileonherface.I

onlymetheryesterdaybutIalreadylikeher.

Shehasacalm andhumblespiritwithher,I

don'tknowbutthere'sjusttoomuchcalm

surroundingher..

Thoko:GoodmorningTiti,Ijustfinished

preparingbreakfast

Me:Youshouldn'thave

Thoko:Pleaseit'smypleasure

Shepickedupthebouquetofflowersfrom the

table..



Thoko:Thisarrivedforyou,From Mthunzi

Itookthem..

Me:TheflowersIhave,Imightaswellstarta

garden

Thoko:Youneedtogetusedtothisflower

treatment

Isatdown..

Me:Pleasejoinme

Thoko:Iwouldlovetoo,ButIhavealotofwork

cutoutforme



Me:Please..I'llhelpyou

Shesatdown..

Thoko:Youshouldgetusedtohavingpeopledo

thingsforyou,Aprincesscan'tbeseendoing

chores

Me:I'm gladthatI'm justTitifornow

Thoko:Areyouready?Andupforroyalty?

Me:Idon'tknowmuchaboutroyalty,allIknow

isthatIam me



Thoko:Beingroyaltyisnoteasy,yournormal

lifechanges.Oneminuteyouknowyourselfto

beTiti,nextminuteeverythinghaschangedfor

you

Me:AllIknowisthatIloveMthunzi

Thoko:LovingaPrinceisnoteasy,There's

goingtobealotofchallenges.Sometimeslove

aloneisnotenough,youwillgoaboveand

beyond.You'llhavetosacrificealot

Me:Nowyouscaringme

Thoko:Mthunziisagoodboy,I'vebeenhis

nannyfrom whenhewasababy.Heislikea

Sontome,andIam sohappytoseehim being

truetowhoheisanddoingthingsthatmake



him happy.Icanseehowmuchyoumakehim

happy

Me:Funnyenough,Youandhim lookalike..One

wouldswearheisyourSon

Thoko:IgetthatalotDear

Me:Thankyouforthebreakfastagain

Thoko:Youarewelcome

PRINCESSAMAHLE

IwenttomyMother..



Me:I'm goingoutforfreshair

Ma:Don'tyouhavedutiestoday?

Me:I'm cancelingmyschedule

Ma:Why?

Me:Idon'tfeeluptoit

Ma:Amahlethere'stimeswhenIdon'tfeellike

doinganything,butIpushmyself.Iam aQueen,

Ihaveduties

Me:Ijustdon'tthinkhavingThokozabeheaded

countsasonehavinganormaldaytoday



Ma:Thokozacommittedtreason

Me:Ifeelyoucould'vehandledthesituation

betterthandeath,Thokozahasservedusfor

yearsevenwhenDadwasstillalive

Ma:TreasonispunishablebydeathAmahle,

Thatisthelaw

Me:Ith-

Ma:Idon'tcarewhatyouthink!

Ikeptquiet..



Ma:Nowyoucangoandtakeoutforyourfresh

air,Buttomorrowyouwillcarryoutyourduties

understand?

Me:Yeshermajesty

Ma:Good

Iturnedbackandwalkedout,Bumpinginto

Sunny'sMom atthedoor..

Her:Princess

Iignoredhergreetingandwalkedout..

Ma:Don'tmindher,She'sonherperiods



TIERA

IwashelpingThokocarryoutherhouseduties,

Shewastellingmeaveryfascinatingstory....

Thoko:Shewashisheart,Theywereverymuch

inlove

Me:Loveisbeautiful

Thoko:Itis,Whenyoushareitwiththeright

person

Me:That'strue



Thoko:Passmethat

Ipassedittoher...

Me:SowhathappenedtoyourSisterafterher

husbanddied?

Thoko:Shere-married.She'shappynowwith

someoneelse

Me:That'swhatIfearmost,losingsomeone

youlovethroughdeath

Thoko:It'slife,Deathissetforallofus

MTHUNZI



Mysistercanbeverydramaticattimes,Iwas

onacallwithher.Shewascrying..

Me:Amahlecalm down

Amahle:Shehadhim beheadedjustlikethat

Me:Hewassaidtohavecommittedtreason

Amahle:DoyouthinkThokozawoulddothat?

Hehasservedusforyears

Me:IknowbutMom isnotirritational,Yesshe's

hardheadedbutnotirrational.Shewouldn't

havedonethisifshedidn'tthinkhewasguilty



Amahle:IwishIcouldrunaway,Ican'tstand

her

Me:Don'tbecrazy..YouareaPrincessMom

wouldturntheworldupsidedownlookingfor

you,Shewillcontactheralliances

Amahle:Ihavetogo,we'lltalklater

Me:OkayIloveyou

Amahle:Iloveyoutoo

PRINCESSAMAHLE

IhungupwhenIsawSunnyinthefieldswitha

horse.Wehave5horsesthat.Iwalkedupto



him withmyservantgirls..

Me:Hi

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme.Hewasin

hisgreenoverallpants,blackbootsandahat

only.Hewasn'twearinganyt-shirt.Hehada

strongfirm body,hehastoo.Hedealswith

animalsalot,Hehastobestrong..

Sunny:Princess

Me:Whatacoincidence

Sunny:Acoincidenceindeed

Helookedatme..



Sunny:Areyouokay?Youlooklikeyouhave

beencrying

Me:I'm good

Sunny:Maybeyoucanridethehorseandtell

meallaboutit

Me:Idon'twannafall

Sunny:It'salright

Hehelpedmetoclimbthehorse..

Sunny:Areyouokay?



Me:Yes

Heheldthebeltandwestartedwalkingthe

horseslowly..

Sunny:SowhataretheScandalsoftheroyal

housethatgotyoucrying?

THOKO(MTHUNZI'SMOTHER)

Itookthelaundrybasketoutsidetohangthe

sheets..

MyhusbandMuzicametome..



Him:Iseeyouaregettingalongwellwiththe

lady

Me:She'sverylovelyandrespectful

Him:Shelooksverylovely

Istartedhangingthesheets..

Muzi:What'swrong?

Me:MySonisfinallyhappyandhishappiness

willbeshort-lived

Muzi:MaybethatQueenwillhaveachangeof

heart,Theyaregoingdowntherethisweekend.

That'sagoodsign



Me:QueenHlomukadoesn'tloveMuzi,Shehas

alwaysabusedmySon.Onlybecausehe

remindshim oftheaffair

Muzi:Despitethat,AtleastMthunziwasn't

killednorhidden.Iknowit'shardtowatchyour

Songrowfrom adistance,Asamothernot

beingabletohavearelationshipwithhim but

Mthunziisagoodboy.Youshouldbeproud

andoneday,hewillknowthetruth.Thetruth

alwayscomesout

.

Tobecontinued

Yesterday'sbonus,PardonmypostingitnowI

passedout
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TIERA

AFEW DAYSLATER

Me:"Godmayyoupleasebewithus,especially

measItakethisjourney.Bewithusfrom the

startingpoint,allthewaytoourdestination.I

don'tknowthehomeI'm goingtoo,Idon'tknow

whereI'm goingbutyouItrustinyourwordthat

Ishouldn'tfear,foryouarewithme.Maythe

angelsofheavenbeoursecuritypatrol,fighting

everyevilnesssetinourpath.Iprayforasafe

journeyandasafeweekendvisit.Amen"

Ma:Amen



Ididn'tevenrealizeshewasstandingatthe

door..

Igotup,Iwasonmyknees..

Ma:Ineversawthisdaycoming,MylittleTiti

notbeingsolittleanymore..Rememberwhen

weusedtotalkaboutdatingandyou'llsay"I'll

neverdate".Lookatyounow,notonlyareyou

dating,butyouhappyinyourrelationship.See,

WhenGodcomesthrough.Hestitchesthe

wound,Yesthestitcheswillbevisiblebutthere

won'tbeanybleeding.Thestitchesarethereto

remindyouthatyouwereinthissituation,and

youconquered.It'sabattlewound,toshowyou

thatyoufought,yougothurtbutyouconquered.

Wemaynotforeseethefuture,ButonethingI

knowisthatwithmyblessingsandyourfather's



blessings,andtheblessingsthatyourmother

gaveyouwillalwaysbewithyou.Youmightnot

rememberbutNestablessedyouwhenyoutwo

separated,HerblessingsareManifesting.I'm

proudofyou,andIthankGodforthedayyou

cameintomylife.IloveyouasiflikeIgave

birthtoyou,youaremydaughterandIam

proudofyou.Gothereandbetruetoyourself,

It'sadifferentfamilydon'tforgetyourmorals.

NomatterwhathisMotheris,evenifshe

doesn'tlikeyoubutneverdisrespecther.You

haveneverdisrespectedme,Idon'texpectyou

todisrespectotherelders..Nomatterwhat,

Alwaysrememberit'shisMother.Whatever

issuestheyhave,Don'tintervene.Hismother

willalwaysbehisMother,Whenyouupsethim

hewillgobacktotheMotherthathespokeillof.

Beyou,Staytruetoyouandrepresentuswell..

Don'tforgettopray,Ifwehadotherwaysof

fightingbackthenyouwouldusethem,but..

Youknow,Weonlyfightonourkneesthrough



prayer,That'souronlyweaponandithas

alwaysworkedforus.Ifyoudon'tgowellnor

comfortablewithwhattheybelievein.Youdon't

judge,Awugxekiyoujustbepresentphysically

ifneededanddeepdownpray.Godyoubrought

mehere,Idon'tunderstandthis,I'm confused

butItrustinyou.I'm herephysicallybut

spirituallyI'm notconnecting.Mthunzichose

you,andyouaccepted.Thatmeanshis

traditionsareyoursifyoutwoareplanningon

marriage..

Me:WowIdon'twannacry..Thankyousomuch

Ma

Me:Iloveyouwithallmyheart

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Shewalkeduptomeandwehugged...

QUEENHLOMUKA

Thehousewasbusy,Mthunziiscomingwith

thegirlfriend.It'llonlybethetwoofthem.We

havetomeetherfirstbeforemeetingher

Parents..Iwentallouttofakethiswelcome,

deepdownIstillhatethegirl..

Servant:MyQueen,Hereisyourdress.Ithas

justbeendeliveredbythetailor.Shecouldn't

stayforthefittingbutshegavewordthatitwill

fitperfectly

Me:Goputitinmybedroom,I'llbeupthereto

fit



Servant:Yeshermajesty

Me:WherethehellisAmahle???Sheknowsthe

commoneriscoming

Somandlakaziisalwaysbymyside..

Som:Shesaidshe'sgoingdowntothesalon

Me:Sincewhen?Thesaloncomestohernot

theotherwayaround,nowshewon'tbearound

whenthecommonergetshere

Som:Maybeweshouldn'tusetheword

"Commoner"



Me:FindAmahlebeforethecommonergets

here

Shebowed..

Som:Hermajesty

Shewalkedaway..

Me:Cansomeonebringmybottleofwine

upstairs?DoIhavetokillbeforeIgetit.I'm still

theQueen,myneedscomefirst!

MTHUNZI

Me:I'm actuallyloadingmyluggageinmycar



Titi:OkayI'llbewaiting

Me:I'llbetheresoon

Titi:Okay

Ihungupandexhaled..I'm verynervousabout

thisweekend.IwantTititoenjoy,Iwantherto

beloved..

Thoko:Idon'tlikethatfrown

Ifakedasmile..

Thoko:Here..Mybeefstewanddumplings



Me:YouknowIcan'tsayNotoyourbeefstew

Thoko:Iknowyouyoungonesliketoeatout

butIam nervoustoo,IcookwhenI'm nervous

Me:Thankyou

Thoko:YourMotheriswhatsheis,Thatwill

neverchangebaby.Titihastoseeherforwho

sheis,Sothatshewillknowwhatshe'sgetting

into

Me:Whateverhappens..I'llchooseTiti,I'llgive

upthethrone.Itdoesn'tmattermuchtome,my

happinessmatters



Shefixedmycollar..

Thoko:Youareabettermanthanyourfather

Me:Thankyouforalwaysbeingthereforme

Thoko:I'llalwaysbehere

Me:YouaremoreofaMothertomethanmy

ownMother

Thoko:Go,Iwantyouarrivingearly

Ikissedheronthecheek..

Me:SeeyouonMonday



Thoko:Callmewhenyougetthere

Me:Ipromise

PRINCESSAMAHLE

Weweresittingonthebigrock,staringatthe

tressandthethickbushes..

Theairhereandthesunitwasrefreshing..

Sunny:Weshouldgoback

Me:IwishIcouldstayhereforever



Sunny:It'snotabouttheQueen,It'saboutyour

Brother

Me:Iknow,andIlovehim todeath

Sunny:Iam sorryAmahle,Ididn'tthinkroyalty

wasthisdifficult

Me:Willitbeimpulsiveofmetosayifyougoto

Johannesburg,I'llrunawaywithyou?

Sunny:Amahle

Me:Idon'twannastayhere,Iwannabewith

you..Myheartiswithyou

Sunny:Whatlifewillyouhavewithmeonthe



run?Thisistheonlylifethatyouknow

Me:Idon'tcare

Heheldmyhand..

Sunny:Letmetakeyouback,Wediscussthis

later.It'saboutyourBrotherthisweekend

Me:Okaylet'sgo

TIERA

Nka:Theresheis

Me:ThoughtI'dleavewithoutyousaying



goodbye

Nka:Thatwouldneverhappen

Me:I'm scared

Nka:Iknow,Thisiscalledgrowingup.There's

challengesinlifethatyouwillfacealone,Where

Iwon'tbetherebutGodwill

Me:Iknow

Nka:Comehere

Iwalkeduptohim andwesharedahug..



Nka:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Pourmeanotherglass

Servant:Yeshermajesty

Som:IfImaybegivenachancetospeak

Me:Speak

Shelookedattheservant..



Me:Leaveus,Wecanhandleit

Servant:YesMam'

Shewalkedout..

Som:Hermajestyhaveyouconsideredmy

statement?

Me:I'm nothurtingmySon

Som:DestroyingthisgirlwillcauseMthunzi

pain,butplayingwithMthunziwillhurther

Me:Mthunzihastheprotectionoftheprevious

Kings



Som:Iunderstand..I'm notsayinglet'skillhim,

Notthatyouhaven'tconsideredit

Me:HeisstillmySon

Som:IunderstandandIwouldn'tdoanythingto

angertheancestors

Me:AllIwantisforthem tobebrokenup

Som:Iunderstand,Believeinme

Me:Ibelieveinyou

Som:Hermajesty



TIERA

Mthunzifinallycametopickmeup..

Nka:TakecareofmyDaughter

Noli:She'snotthatbeautifulbutshe'sstillours

Wealllaughed..

Mthunzi:Ipromise

Noli:Inthatcase..WewillseeyouonMonday

Me:Mondayitis



Ihuggedthem..

Noli:Haveasafetrip

Me:Wewill

Mthunzi:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:I'm ready

Mthunzi:Let'sgo

PRINCESSAMAHLE

Iwalkedin..



Itwasbusy,Theywerepreparingforthearrival

ofTiti..

Som walkeddownthestairs..

Som:Thereyouare!

Me:Didshenotice?

Som:Ofcourseshedid,Butshe'sstressed..

Come..Let'sgetyouready

Me:Okay..ThankyouSom

Som:Thankmelater,nowcome!



.

Tobecontinued

Sponsoredbonuseswillresumesoon,still

sortingoutthePeagantonessincewecouldn't

gettoallofthem withregardstothebroken

linkstheyhad.Wewillresumewithbonusesas

soonaspossibl
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ThejourneytoIsizwesakwaHlomukawaslong.

Islept,andwokeupwewerestillontheroad.

Wetookminorbreaksandheadedbacktothe



road.Ihavenevertraveledalongdistance,This

one.Was4hr30min..

Whenwedrovein,Iwasfascinatedbyhow

beautifultheplacewas.Idon'tevenknowwhy

theysayit'savillage,becauseit'svery

developed...

WedrovetothePalace,Ihaveneverseen

anythinglikethisbefore.ItlookedlikeIwas

walkingintoanothercity,withinacity.They

occupyalotofspace,Iwonderhowmuchit

costedthem tobuildthepalaceandhowlongit

tookthem.AlreadyAmahlewasstandingatthe

door,AlongsidetheQueen.Shelookedbeautiful,

Justabitshort.Shewaswearingagolddress,

golddoek,jewellerywithatigerskinoverher

shoulder.Shewasholdingasticktoo,agold

onewiththeheadofanEagle.Assoonas



Mthunziopenedmydoor,andtookmeout.

Theystartedululiating,Drumsweremaking

noise.Clanpraiseswerebeingcalledoutfrom a

praisepoet..Iputmyhandunderhisarm..

Mthunzilookedatmewithasmileonhisface..

Mthunzi:Areyouready?

Me:I'm ready

Mthunzi:Youlookbeautifulbytheway

Me:Thankyou

Mthunzi:Justremember,Whenyougreetthe

Queen.Youbowandtouchherfeetorher



shoes,Shewillputherhandsonyourshoulders.

Thenyouriseupandkissheronthecheek.

Don'tlookherstraightintheeye,youlook

down..

Me:Thankyou

Wewalkeduptothem,Westoodinfrontof

them.Thenoisedieddown....

Mthunzi:Mother

Queen:Mthunzi

Mthunzi:ThisisTieraMhlaba,Titithismy

Mother.QueenHlomuka



Ibrokeawayfrom hisgrip.Iheldmydressand

touchedherheels.Sheputherhandsonmy

shoulder,Iroseupandkissedheronthecheek..

Queen:Wewelcomeyouintoourhome,Intoour

village

Me:It'ssuchanhonour,Ibowedwhilstlooking

down

Queen:Iwouldliketoannouncethat,Tiera

Mhlabahasbeenwelcomedintoourhome.She

isourfutureprincess

Thepeoplemadenoise..

Amahle:HeySis



Me:Hi

Wehugged..

Queen:Thiswayplease

Shewalkedinfirst,WefollowedthenAmahle

followed..

Theinsidewasbreathtaking..Thesepeopleare

richerthanIthought..

NOLITHA

Ella:IreadthroughaboutroyaltyMa,They



believeinancestors.Theyworshipancestors

Me:Elladon'tlie,Theydon'tworshipancestors

theyacknowledgetheirancestors

Ella:Ijustdon'twantTititosignherselfupfor

heartache,Titiappearsstrongbutshe'sfragile

deepdownMa

Me:TitilovesMthunzi,Ifwedon'tsupporther

shewillhateus..Evenwhenshegoesthroughit,

Wehavetobehereandsupporther

Ella:Support..I'm pullingupatthevillage,I'm

pullingupcorrect

Me:ThenyoumorestupidthanIthoughtmy



baby,TheQueenwillhaveyoukilled

Ella:Idon'tcare,TheyabusemylittlesisI'm

there

Me:Sameage

Ella:I'm olderwithmonths

Me:Titiwillbefine..Iprayshewillbe,She

knowstheyaredifferent.Sheknowshowitis,

She'llbeokay

Ella:OkaybutI'm stillpullinguponthem ifthey

giveheraheadache

TIERA



Wesatatthediningtable,Theotherlongtable

hadfoodlinedup.Itwasalotoffood.

Theserverstartedusoffwithwineandwater..

Server:Infrontofyouaremenus,pleaselookat

theappetizers.

Themenuwasjustonepage.Wepickeditup..

Me:MayIpleasehaveagreensalad?

Othersplacedintheirorderstooasiflikewe

wereinarestaurant..



Idon'tknow,butMthunzi'smom.Itfeltuneasy,

isitmaybeshe'saQueenthatshe's

intimidating.Youknowthatintimidatingaura,

Shehadthatanditmademeuneasy.Ireally

wantmeandhertogetalong,forthesakeof

Mthunzi...

Mthunzi:Whoisthis?

Ma:Thisisournewhealer,Somandlakazi

Ilookedatthewoman..

ASomandlakaziisaspiritofadiplomaticwitch

thatdoesn'tdiebutliveson.Iknowbecause

Dad'sfriends.ThelikesofProphetZaine

Radebe,ProphetFazielBadruhavedealtwith

herbefore..DoestheQueenknow?OrShejust



hiredthiswomannotknowing?

Mthunzi:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyThokoza

hadtobe..

Helookedatme..

Queen:Killed?Beheaded

Idrankmywater..

Queen:Hecommittedtreason

Mthunzi:Whattreason?

Queen:Hewasconspiringwithmyenemyto



bringaboutmydownfall,treasonispunishable

bydeath.It'sthelawandthere'snothinganyone

candoaboutit

Server:Here'syourgreensalad

Me:Thankyou

Queen:AndI'ddoitagain,ifsomeoneisfound

tobeconspiringagainstmeandthiskingdom

Shesaidthatwhilstlookingatme..

Som:IhearyouaretheDaughterofProphet

NkanyisoMhlaba

Me:Yes..HeadoptedmewhenIwas8years



old

Queen:Whereareyourrealparents?

Me:MyMom isnotwell,She'sinaninstitution

Queen:Whathappened?

Me:I..She..

Mthunzi:Ma..

Queen:WhataboutyourFather?

Me:Ineverknewhim



Queen:Soyoudon'thaveasenseofbelonging?

YouarenotconnectedtoyourMaternaland

Partenalancestors?

Mthunzi:Idon'tthinkthatmattersMa

Ma:Itmatterstous.Werespectcultureand

tradition,Someonewhodoesn'tknowherroots

tendtobeproblematic.Sibikakuphi?

Amahle:ShehasparentsMa

Som:Notbyblood,ProphetNkadidn'teven

introducehertohisancestors.Thischildhasno

protectionofancestorsatallandthat's

dangerous.Herancestorsdon'tknowher



Mthunzi:Wheredoyougetofftalkingtomy

girlfriendlikethat?AfuturePrincess?Whereis

therespect?Youareahealernotroyalty

Som:That'struebutI'm alsotheadvisorofthe

Palace

Mthunzi:Whomadeyouthat?Ifyouarebean

advisortoothers,thenleavemeandminealone

Queen:Hey!Bambaugcobo!(holdyourhorses)

Amahle:Canwejustenjoydinner?

Mthunzi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine



Mthunzi:I'm reallysorryaboutthis,Ifyou

wannaleaveit'sokay

Queen:Leavebecausewequestioninghertruth

Mthunzi:That'senoughMa!!

Som:Youdon'tyellattheQueen

Mthunzi:She'smyMotherbeforeeverything

Queen:Acceptmyapologyifoffendedyou

Me:Youhadeveryrighttoaskhermajesty..

.



Tobecontinued

Bonuscominglater
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TIERA

Ididn'texpectmyfirstdaytogolikethis,didn't

expecttheQueentobethisverballychallenging.

Bringingforththingsthatneedtobediscussed

atalaterstage...

Thedinnerwasadrag,Icouldn'twaittobe

awayfrom herpresence..



IcheckedMthunzi'sroom out.Itwasbig,

possiblythesamesizeasourlivingroom at

home..

Mthunziwalkedin..

Mthunzi:Iam sosorryforwhathappenedatthe

dinnertable

Me:It'sokay,Don'tsweatit

Hecameandwrappedhisarmsaroundmy

waist..

Mthunzi:Itwasdisrespectful

Me:It'sokay..Shewouldn'tbeyourmotherif



shedidn'tmakethingsdifficultforme

Mthunzi:Iam embarrassed

Me:Don'tbe..It'sokay

Hekissedme..

Me:I'm goingtoneedourbags,Needmy

medication

Mthunzi:Forgotaboutthat,Letmegohave

them takenup

Me:Thankyou



NOLITHA

IrecievedTiti'scall..

Me:Iwasstartingtogetworried,Didyouguys

arrive?Areyouokay?

Titi:Yeswearrived,couldn'tcallyoubecause

wewerehavingdinner

Me:Howisit?

Titi:NotthewelcomeIexpected,butit'sokay.

Didn'texpecthertolikemefrom thewordgo

Me:Isthisthatbad?Iwannacomehomebad?



Titi:Iwillbefine,Buthere'saninteresting

development

Me:What'sthat?

Titi:There'saSomandlakazihere,Sheisthe

Queen'srighthandwoman.Theroyalhealer

Me:What?TheeSomandlakazi?

Titi:Yes

Me:Soanotheronewalkstheearth?

Titi:Yes



Me:BecarefulBaby,Prayforprotection

Titi:Iwill..

Me:I'lltellyourDad

Titi:IwonderiftheQueenknowswhosheis

Me:Wewillneverknow,Justbecareful.Don't

eatnordrinkanythinggiventoyoubyher

Titi:Iwon't..Ipromise

MTHUNZI



Beforegettingthebagsupstairs,IcalledThoko..

Thoko:Didyouguysarrivesafely?

Me:Yeswedid

Thoko:What'swrong?

Me:Mom,ShewasrudeandoffensivetoTiti.It

wasembarrassing

Thoko:She'stheQueen,Shecansayanything

shewants

Me:Ididn'texpecthertobelikethatnow,Tobe

herself



Thoko:IhopeTitididn'tfindtoomuchoffensive

inthat

Me:Shesaysshe'sokaybutI'm very

embarrassed

Thoko:Atleastyouguyswon'tbethereforlong

Me:Yaa

Thoko:Justkeepcalm fortheweekend

Me:Iwill

TIERA



Mthunziwastakingabitlonger,Idecidedtogo

findhim..JustwhenIwasabouttoenterthe

kitchen,Ifeltahandpullingmyarm.Shepinned

meagainstthewall,ItwasSomandlakazi..

Som:DidyoutellMthunziaboutme?

Me:No

Som:Andyouwon'ttellher

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Whyareyouhere?

Som:That'snotyourbusiness,Mindyourown

andleavemineokay..Understand?



Me:Iunderstand

Shefixedmydress..

Som:Thenwewon'thavetocrosspathsina

badway

Thekitchendooropened.Mthunziwalkedin..

Som:Thankyousomuchfortheprayer

Ilookedather..

Me:Uhm youwelcome

Som:Keepher,Youhaveagoodonehere



Shewalkedaway..

Mthunzi:Andthen?

Me:She..Iwasprayingforher

Mthunzi:That'sstrange..Here'syourbag

Me:Thankyou

PRINCESSAMAHLE

Ifixedmyroyalbluelongsleevegown,Iwalked

outofmybedroom andclosedthedoor.I

uppedmypaceasIwasheadingforthe



staircase..

Ma:Whereareyougoing?

Myheartjumped.Iturnedaroundandlookedat

her..

Ma:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Ineedsomefreshair

Ma:Don'tyouhaveawindowinyourbedroom?

Me:Ido

Ma:Ihopeheisroyalty,Becauseifhe'snot.I'm



goingtohavehim beheaded

Iswallowed..

Ma:Butmostofall,Ihopeyoustillavirgin

MthunziandTitiwalkedupstairs..

Me:Ihavetogo

Ma:TakeaGuardwithyou

Me:YesMother

Iwalkeddownthestairs...



TIERA

IwatchedTitiwalkingdownthestaircase..

Queen:SpeakingofVirginity,Titiwehaveto

testyoutoo

Me:Huh?

Mthunzi:Thatwon'tbenecessary,Ibrokeher

Virginity

Queen:Ohwwellwehopeyouarefertile..Good

night

Shewenttoherbedroom..



.

Tobecontinued
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Thefollowingmorning,wewereupveryearly.

Therewasatraditionalceremonythathadtobe



carriedoutforme.Ancestorshadtobe

consultedandcommunicatedwith,withregards

tomyarrival.Iwasn'tfeelingtoowellwiththe

situation.Youknowwhenyounotusedtosuch

things,Whenyounotforthem.Apartofyou

feelsuneasy,Iwasfeelinguneasyaboutitall...

Wewereoutofthepalaceby5am,Ihadprayed

beforewewentout.Iwashappythattheytold

meaboutit,SoIcouldspirituallyprotectmyself.

Especiallysinceitwascarriedoutbythe

diplomaticwitchSomandlakazi...

Itwascold,butMthunzimadesureIwaswarm.

Wetookablanketfrom theroom..

Somandlakazistartedtoburntheincense,She

calledouttheirclannamesandcarriedthe

process..



Mthunzi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Hewasrubbinghishandsagainstmyarms,on

theblanket..

Somandlakazishookherhead..

Queen:What?Whatdoyouseehealer?

Ishookmyheadlaughingontheinside.Healer?

MaybeintheolddaysyesSomandlakazihad

thegift,butsheneveruseditgenuinely.She

useditfordarknessanddarkpurposes,Hence

thesituation..



Som:Theancestorsdon'thaveaproblem with

theirunion,But..

I'dbedamnedifsheactuallysaidsomething

goodwithoutanynegativityattached..

Som:TheancestorswantMthunzitotakea

secondwife,heneedstohavetwowives.One

ofroyalblood,andTiti

Mthunzi:What?

Iseparatedfrom him..

Som:Titiisnotroyal,She'snotaprincess.

Thereforetobalance,forpeaceandtoappease



theancestors.Hehastoaskforahandin

marriageofsomeonewhoisroyal,She'llbethe

firstwife.Titiwillbethesecondwife

Mthunzi:No..Idon'twantasecondwife,Idon't

wannahavetwowives

Queen:It'snotyourcalltomake,Theancestors

havespoken.Plus,youknowustorespect

ancestors.Theymeanalottous

Mthunzi:IfIdon't?

Som:Thenyourunionwiththisgirlwon'tbe

recognizedbytheancestors,letaloneeven

blessit.Notforgettingthatshehasproblems.

Youneedanotherwifesothatshecanbeable

tohavekidswerebothsidesrunonroyalblood



Queen:Whatproblems?Sheassuredmeshe's

fertile

Som:She'ssick..She'shivpositive

Queen:What????

Me:MayIgoinside?Pleasetakemeinside

MthunziandIwalkedbackinside..

NOLITHA

Myhusbandwasalreadyup..Ineededtotalkto

him..



Hewassittingatthetable,Inthelivingroom

readinghisBible..

Me:Goodmorning

Helookedatme..

Nka:Youokay?

Me:Yaaareyoubusy?

Nka:No..Notanymore

HeclosedhisBibleandmovedthechairback.I

wentandsatontopofhis,Wewerefacingeach



other.Myarmswrappedaroundhisneck..His

handsonmybutt..

Nka:What'stroublingyou?

Me:Titisaysthere'saSomandlakaziinthe

village

Nka:It'snotthat..There'ssomethingelse

Me:Ijustneedtoknowth-

Nka:ThatI'm notgoingtodivorceyouafter

findingoutthatyouhadanabortion?

Ilookedathim..



Nka:Ihadhopedthatyouwouldtellme

Me:I'm sorry,Ishould'vetoldyouaboutit

Nka:Sowedidn'tloseourchildbecauseofme?

BecauseofwhatIdidtoyou?Weactuallylost

ourchildbecauseyoucan'tholdababyfull

term?

Me:Yes..Ishould'vetoldyou,I'm trulysorry

Hehuggedme..

Nka:It'sokay..Atleastnowit'soutintheopen

andoffyourchest.Youdon'tneedtokeepon

carryingtheburden



Me:Soyounotangry?

Nka:NoIam not,It'ssomethingthathappened

alongtimeago.Iwasjustwaitingforyouto

comecleanbecausetheguiltwaseatingyouup.

Ididn'twannacomeforthandsayitbecauseI

didn'twannamakeyouuncomfortable.It's

somethingyouhadtotellmeonyourown

Me:Youwatchedmeaccuseyouofkillingour

child

Nka:WhatcanIsay,despitetheissueofthe

babyIdidhurtyou,mistreatedyouandyouhad

everyrighttogeteverythingoutofyourchest

Me:IwondersometimesifIdeserveyou



Nka:Iwondermyselfifyoutrulydeserveme

Me:WhataboutTiti'ssituation?

Nka:Iwillcallherandaskhowit'sgoingdown,

DespitethethreatofaSomandlakazibutshe

willbefine..Shejustneedstobestrong.Thisis

herownPersonaljourney,andsheneedstogot

throughit

TIERA

Mthunzi:Babywait..

Iwasbeyondthewordhurtandupset..



Whenwegottothebedroom heclosedthe

doorandgrabbedmyarm..

Mthunzi:Let'stalkaboutthis

Me:Idon'twannatalk,There'snothingtotalk

about.You'veheardit,You'veheardeverything

thatwassaid

Mthunzi:Itdoesn'tmatterwhatwassaid

becauseI'm notgoingtotakeanotherwife

Me:It'snotuptoyou,forthemerefactthatthis

wasdoneonmyvisitshowsthatthedecisionof

youtakingasecondwifeisverymuch

dependentontheancestors



Mthunzi:Ancestorsornot,Iam notgoingto

marrysomeonethatIam notinlovewith.Ilove

you,andIwannamarryyou.That'sgood

enoughforme

Me:NowsheknowsmysituationthatI'm sick,

Howissheevengoingtolookatme?

Hehands..

Mthunzi:It'sgoingtobeokay

.

Tobecontinued
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Somdlakazihadnorighttoputmybusinessout

likethat.Confidentlyso,sayingthatI'm positive.

That'saseriouslyprivatematter,Something

thatIneededtotelltheQueenaboutatmyown

time.Ifeltdisrespected,Nakedandhumiliated

infrontoftheQueen.Notforgettingherlook..

Iam notaPersonthatcrieseasily,ormaybeit's

becauseI'm surroundedbylovingParentsanda

warm homethattheycompletemyworld..



Forthefirsttimeinalongtime,Ineededthis

momenttomyself.Thismomenttoactually

cry...

Mthunziwascrouchingbeforeme,holdingmy

hands.Iwassittingonthebed..

Mthunzi:Ifyouwantustoleave,Wecanleave

Me:Idon'twannaleave,it'llonlymakeyour

Mom dislikeme

Mthunzi:TitiI'm notgoingtohaveanotherwife

Me:Seemslikeyoudon'thaveachoice

Mthunzi:Idohaveachoice,It'smylifeandI



candowhateverIwantwithit.Icanchoose

whoIwanttobewith.Idon'twanttobewith

anyoneelseotherthanyou,IloveyouandI

don'twanttobewithanyoneelseotheryou

Me:YouarethefutureKing,Traditionand

Culturemeansalottoyouandwhoyouare

Mthunzi:Idon'tcareaboutthethrone,I'dgive

upthethroneforyou

Me:Idon'twantyoutodothat!It'swhoyouare,

Idon'twantyoutogiveupwhoyouare

Mthunzi:Thenwhatdoyouwant?BecauseI

wannabewithyouTiti..Whatdoyouwantme

todo?Howdoyouwantmetohandlethis

situation?Whatdoyouwantfrom me?



Me:Ijustwanttobehappyinmyrelationship!I

don'twanttoloseyoutooandIcan'tbring

myselftoseeyouwithsomeoneelse.Iam not

builtforpolygamy(Crying)

Hestoodup..

Mthunzi:Comehere

Heheldmyhandandpulledmeclosertohim

forahug..

Mthunzi:Iam notgoingtomarrysomeone

otherthanyou,I'm notgoingtohurtyoulike

that..Iloveyouwithallmyheart



QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Thatwentwell

Som:Mthunziisnotgoingtoletthisgirlgo,He

lovesher.I'vefelthisloveforherit'sgenuine,

It'sthereanditexists

Me:She'shivpositive!!Whatthehelldoes

Mthunziwantwithagirlwhoislikethat?Idon't

understand!

Som:Loveknowsnostatus,Loveknowsno

colour,andloveknowsnodiscrimination

Me:ToeventhinkmySonhassleptwithher!It

makesmystomachturn



Som:Isn'thedoingMedicine?I'm surehe

knowshowtoprotecthimself

Me:Shewilltraphim withherstatus,Matterof

fact..IneedyoutotalktoMthunziaboutthe

importanceofmarryingPrincessKholisiwe

whileIgotalkthothisgirl

Som:Hermajesty

Shewalkedoutofmypresence...

NOLITHA

EllaandIdecidedtogoout,Shewasfeeling

sorryformesinceTitiwasn'taround..



Ella:howisshethere?Howisitgoingdown

there?

Me:Shesaysit'sgoingwellbutthere'salittle

hiccups

Ella:Whathiccups?

Me:EllaTitiisdatingRoyalty,There'sgoingto

behiccups..It'snotgoingtobeasmoothride

Ella:Solongtheydon'tabuseher,I'm fine

Me:Titiwould'vesaidifthat'sthecase



TIERA

OneoftheServantgirlscameandtoldMthunzi

thatSomandlakaziisrequestinghispresence,

Heleft.Soonafterheleft,TheQueenmadeher

wayin..

Queen:Canwetalk?

Me:Yes

Queen:Idon'tknowwhatyouwerethinking,

Thinkingthatyoucouldbeinarelationshipwith

mySonthenmarriageandit'sallgoingtogo

well?Whateverhappens.WhateverMthunzi

tellsyou,He'salwaysgoingtobeaPrince.He

hastheroyalbloodinhim,itrunsdeep,Whether

hegivesupthethroneforyouornot,He's



alwaysgoingtobeaPrinceandhisancestors

willbringhim backandbringhim correct,

Basicallyyouwillneverwin.IfIwasyou,I'd

acceptthesituationasitis.Ifyoutrulyloved

him,You'dacceptthisfate.Inyourcaseyou

evenlucky,backinmydays.bekilledforbeing

acommoneranddatingaPrince,Letalone

beinghivpositive!Wearewillingtotakeyou,

Wearewillingtoacceptyoubutundercertain

circumstances.Youwillhaveasisterwife,and

she'llbethefirstwife.Ifyoucan'ttakethat,

Thenleavebecauseclearlyfightthis.Forcing

him nottomarryheretcwillresultinyouhaving

unbearablepain..Youthinkaboutit!!

MTHUNZI

Som:IknowthatThokozatrickedthesituation

atfirst,Sothatyoudon'tmarryKholisiwe



Me:Idon'twanttomarryher,Idon'tloveher

Som:YouareaPrince,Itdoesn'tmatterifyou

loveherornot.Whatmattersisthatsheloves

you,That'swhatthekingdom isgoingtostand

on.Herloveforyou

Me:Idon'twanttoputTitithroughthat,

Polygamyisnoteasyforotherwomen.Idon't

wantherandKholisiwetostarthavingjealousy

foreachotherandenduphurtingeachother.

Endupbeingtoxictowardseachother.Then

witchcraftandallthat

Som:Youhaveme,Theroyalhealer.Tomake

surethatsuchdoesn'thappen,Theywon'thurt

eachother.Nowitchcraftwillbeintroduced



here.TalktoTiti,Shehastoagree.It'sbetter

knowingwhereyourHusbandisthanalways

wondering

Me:Ineverchosethislife

Som:YouneverdidIknow..Itchoseyou.

Acceptit!It'swhoyouareandit'llneverchange

NOLITHA

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoujustwalkedinthereand

boughtshoesonly

Ella:It'snotmyboutique,It'snotwhereI'd

usuallybuyclothes.Theydon'thavemytaste



Myphonevibrated..

Me:Lookit'sTiti

Ianswered..

Me:Heybaby

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:What'swrong?

Titi:IloveMthunzibutIdon'twannadothis

Me:Whathappened?



Ella:Loudspeaker

Me:Ellaishere,I'm puttingyouonloudspeaker

Iputheronloudspeaker..

Me:What'swrong?

Titi:Everythingismessedup,Everythinggot

messedup!TheancestorswantMthunzito

havetwowives.Onethatisofroyalbloodand

thenme,Somandlakaziwentandblastedmy

statusout

Ella:Wtf?WhereisMthunzi?

Me:WaitElla



Titi:Somandlakazicalledhim totalktohim

Me:Doyouwannacomebackhome?

Titi:Idon'twannatellhim thatweshouldup

andleave,It'llmaketheQueenhatememore

Ella:Ifyoucan'tleave,We'llcomeandgetyou!

FucktheQueen!Fuckallofthem!

Me:Ellaawumetuu(Ellaplease)

Titi:Ican'ttakeitMa,Iwon'tbeabletotakeit.

SeeingtheManIlovebusywithanotherwoman



Ella:That'snotgoingtohappen,Theykeeptheir

Mthunzithenifit'slikethat

Me:Butwhyaresuchthingsbeingdiscussed

withyou?Idon'tknowhowRoyaltyworksbut

thisisnotit

Ella:Theyambushedyou!Nasolesilimasakho

sithini?(Whatdoesyourfoolsay?)

Me:Ella!!

Titi:ThisisnotwhatIimagined

Me:Titidoyouwannacomebackhome?

Titi:Idon'tknow



Me:DoyouwantDadtotalktoMthunzi?

Titi:Idon'twanttobringDadintothis,It'sgoing

tobeabigthing

Me:Manjewhatdowedobaby?

Titi:I'llcallyouguyslater

Me:OkayIloveyou

Ella:Iloveyou

Titi:Iloveyoutooguys



Shehungup..

Ella:WhatdidIsay?

Me:Don'tstart

Ella:Ifitgetstoomuchshemustcallwe'llgo

andgether

Me:Wewill

.

Tobecontinued

Apologiesforthemuchdelayedlongweekend.

ItwasmyBrother'slongweekendbirthdayso

cousinscameandwe'vebeencelebratingever

sincefrom Friday..Iwasambushed.My



deepestapologiesemployers
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NOLITHA

AfterthelongdayIhadwithElla,Whenwegot

homeIdecidedtotalktoNkawithregardsto

Titi'ssituationwhilstpreparingdinner..

Elladidn'tstayforthatlongtoo,Sheleftand

wenttoherplace..

Nka:Thissituationisdifficult.DespitehowI

feelaboutit,butTitilovesthisboy.Wecan

comedownrainingonthesituationbutatthe



endofthedayshewillremainwithhim andsee

usasenemies.Wecan'tfightforTitiinthis

situation,Wecanonlyprotecther.Shehasto

makethatdecisionallbyherselfanddecideif

shewantstocontinuewithhim ornot.It'sa

goodthingthatshe'sthere,It'sagoodthing

thattruecoloursarebeingshown.IfTitican

tolerateandhandlewhatevercircusisgoing

downthereforthisweekend,Shewillprobably

toleratethatfamilyinmarriage

Me:Titiisyoungtobeburdenedbythis.

Polygamyisevendifficultforolderpeople

Nka:That'showyoulearninlife,bymaking

mistakes.Thismightnotbeamistakebutit'sa

situationshe'lltaketheexperiencefrom itwhen

it'sallsaidanddone



Me:I'llcallherlateron

TIERAMHLABA

There'snothinghurtfullikesittingaroundthe

dinnertablewithPeoplewhohateyou.Dining

withthem likenothingishappening,Ithurtme.

Toredeepinside.TheQueenhasthisconniving

smile,It'snotsincere.It'snotwarm,It'seviland

conniving..

Mthunzi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Queen:Idon'tmeantobreakwhateversweet

romanticmomentthatyoutwohavegoingon



but,Ihaveaquestion.Theweekendisalmost

over,youguyswillbegoingbacksoon.My

questionis,Whatisthewayforward?

Mthunzi:Idon'tunderstandhowancestorscan

makesuchdemands

Som:Yourancestorsmostlyprotectyouwhen

youareindanger.There'snodanger

surroundingyou,rightnowtheyacceptingTiti.

Theyunderstandthebeautifulrelationshipthat

youtwohave,butwhattheycan'tdoisbreak

thecodeofhowroyaltyoperates.There'sno

King,beforeyouthatevermarriedacommoner.

You'llbethefirst,butundertheconditionthat

youhaveawifethathastheroyalbloodrunning

throughherveins.She'llbethefirstwife,and

Titiwillbethesecondone.Youcannotmarry

Titionherown,Theywon'tapprove



Queen:TitiifyoutrulylovemySon.Youwon't

makehim choosebetweenyouandhisfamily.

Wouldn'titbenicetoknowthatthere'sanother

womanandyourmanisnotcheating,notgoing

outtosleepwithotherwomenoutside?Only

focusedontwowomenwhoknoweachother?

Shewascorneringme...

Igotup..

Me:Excuseme

Iwalkedout..

Mthunzi:ReallyMa?



Imademywayupstairs..

PRINCESSAMAHLE

SunnyandIwewereintheServant'scourters

kissing.Heranhishandundermydressallthe

wayuptosqueezingmyboobs..

Hepushedmebackalittletothebed..

Me:Stopit..Pleasestop

Westopped..

Sunny:I'm sorryifI'vemadeyouuncomfortable



Me:There'snothingwrongyou'vedone,Ijust..I

can't

Sunny:Iunderstand

Me:Mymom hasthisthingwhereshetakesme

forVirginitytesting

Sunny:OhwIsee

Me:Ishouldgo..It'slate

Sunny:OkayI'llcheckifthere'snoguards

lingeringnearby



TIERAMHLABA

Igotintothebedroom andclosedthedoor,

Mthunzipusheditback.Didn'tevenknowhe

wasfollowingme..

Mthunzi:Titiwait

Me:Idon'twantyouanymore

Mthunzi:What?

Me:Idon'twantyouanymore,I'm notbuiltfor

this..WhateveritisthatyourMothersaid

Mthunzi:Titicomeon



Me:Noyoucomeon!Idon'twantyouanymore

Mthunzi:Wait..Youbreakingupwithme?

Me:Yes

Mthunzi:DoIhaveasayinthis?CanIpartition

thebreakup?

Me:Mthunzistop!!Thisisnotajoke,my

feelingsareinvolvedhere...Ididn'tsignupfor

this

Mthunzi:Ididn'tsignupforiteither!Ididn't

wakeupandchosetobeaPrinceandyounot

goingtoleaveme,Whataboutmyfeelings?You



leaveI'm goingtobotheryoufortherestofyour

beautifullife.YoudatesomeoneI'llmakesureit

doesn'tlastaweek,I'llusemyPrinceprivileges!

That'swhenI'llputthem intoplay.Ifyouwanna

leavemedosoforyourownPersonalreasons,

BecauseI'm nottreatingyouwellorsomething

notbecauseofthisKholisiwesituation..I'm not

goingtoacceptthatTiti,andstopmaking

yourselfafullvictim inthis..Iam too,I'm

basicallybeingforcedtomarrysomeoneIdon't

loveandI'lldoit,ifitmeansI'm doingitforus

Igotupfrom thebed..

Me:Thisisit!I'm leaving!I'm callingmyMom to

comeandfetchme

Mthunzi:Titisitdown



Me:GoodbyeMthunzi

Itookmyphoneandwalkedoutofthe

bedroom..

NOLITHA

Nkaturnedandplacedhisarm onme..

Nka:Youstillatthat?

Me:Iam justtryingtogettoknowthem,What

kindofafamilytheyare

Nka:Ithoughtweknowthem already



Me:NotthewayIwanttoknowthem

Nka:NolithaifTitiwasindangerorsomething

shewouldcall

Me:Ididn'tsayshe'sindanger,Ijustwanna

knowmoreaboutthisfamilyhenceIdecidedto

Googlethem

Heshookhishead..

TIERAMHLABA

Iopenedthedoorand2Guardswerestanding

atthedoorstep..



Me:MayIpleasegoout?Iwannamakeaphone

call

Mthunzi:Siezeher

Theywalkedinandheldme..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Mthunzi:Lockherupinthedungeonforthe

night

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Mthunzi:Sheneedssometimetocalm down

andbealonewithherthoughts



Hewalkeduptomeandtookmyphone..

Itriedtobreakawaybuttheywereholdingme

tight..

Theywalkedmetothedungeon..

Me:Mthunziwhatareyoudoing??

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI



LockingupTitiwasnotsomethingIhad

preciselyplanned.Itwastheheatofthe

momentdecision,Broughtaboutfearofher

walkingout..Iknewifshewalkedout,Made

thatcall.She'snevercomingback,Iwasgoing

toloseher..Withregardstotheancestors

wantingmetobeinpolygamy,Iam willingtodo

it.Goingagainsttheirwisheswouldrainterror

uponmylife,TerrorI'm notreadyfor.Despite

thesetup,Mymaritalsetupthere'snowayI'm

lettingTitigo.Evenifitmeansusing

conditioninglearningtosubjecthertothis

arrangementIwill..

Iknockedatthedoorandwaited..

Thedoorwasopenedafterafewminutes..



Som:MyLord

Me:MayI?

Som:Yes..Pleasecomein

Iwalkedin,Itwasdark..

Me:Sorrytojustcomeinsolateannounced

Som:Youarealwayswelcomeinthiscornerof

mine

Sheclosedthedoor..

Som:Isallwell?



Me:WhereisyourSon?

Som:Sleeping

Me:That'sgood

Iturnedandlookedatherassheswitchedon

thelight..

Me:ThepreviousThokozahisloyaltywaswith

me

Shechuckled..

Me:Somethingfunny?



Som:IfonlyyouknewwhatIknew

Me:Whatdoyouknow?

Som:Wellbeforewegettoit,Ineedablood

oathfrom you

Shefixedherblanketthatwasoverher

shoulders..

Me:Atwhatprice?

Som:Thepriceis,YoubecomeKingandI

becomeyouradvisor



Me:IwillbecomeKingwhenI'm donewithmy

studies

Som:AndyouthinkMom isgoingtoletyou?

Me:Somethingyouwannasay?

Som:Bloodoathfirst

Me:Iam notbeingtrickedright?

Som:HowIwishbutyouhavetheprotectionof

thepreviousKings,I'm onlyhereformybenefits

Me:Whatbenefits



Som:ForyoutobeKingrightaway,Mybeing

youradvisorandformySontomarrythe

princess.Ifyouagreetothose3termsI'lltell

youthingsyouthoughtthatyouwouldnever

know

Ilookedather..

TIERAMHLABA

Myhandsweresomehowchaineduptothe

woodenceiling..Thechainsaroundmywrists

weretightlikecuffs.Itwaspartiallydark

becausetheguardswerestandingbythedoor

withfireburningonthesticktorches..Tobe

tiedlikethisforthewholenightwasgoingto

drainme,Putastrainonmywristsandwear

meout.Notforgettinghowcolditwas..



TheGuardswereignoranttomyplea,Kepton

hearingratsmakingnoise..

Itistruewhentheysaynomatterhowsweet

someoneseems,butthere'samonsterbehind.

Weareallcapableofbeingmonsters,Wejust

don'tactonthosethoughts.Mthunziactedon

them,Heusedthepowerhehadoverme.The

samepowerthathefrownsupon....

MTHUNZI

Sheprickedmyfinger,Dropsofblooddropped

straighttothebonethathadablackwooltied

aroundit..Sheputitinasmallbox..

Me:Whatareyougoingtodowithit?



Som:Buryitsomewhere

Me:Soyouwantedtotellmethings

Som:Iwillkeeptotheendofmybargain.

Mthunzithethingis,WhenItellyouthis.You

don'tactoutirrationally,Youjustclaim what's

yoursandhaveherkilled

Me:Why?WhywouldIhavemyownMother

killed?

Som:Thethingis..YourMotherisnotyour

mother

Me:Comeagain?



Som:YourMotherhasalwaysbeenunderyour

nose,lovingyoufrom afar.YourFatherfellin

lovewithacommoner,Asmuchasroyalcan't

marryacommonerachildwasbornfrom that

relationship.Whichwasyou.Seeingwhat

happened,Theyhadtohidetheshame.Your

Motheragreedtokeepthisundertheradarif

herlifecouldbespared.Shehaskeptitasecret

andwhatsavedyouwasthatyouwereaboy.

Anheirtothethrone,Hadyoubeenagirl.You

weregoingtogetkilledwithyourMother,

uThoko.

Isatdown..

Me:Whatexactlyareyousayingtome?



Som:YourMotherkilledyourFather

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No

Som:BythehelpofThokoza.Thokozagaveher

apoison,Shefedittohim becauseshewanted

thethrone

Me:Stop

Som:TheCoronerreportwasforgedtomakeit

seem likehepassedonfrom somethingelse,

andnotthetruenatureofhisdeath

Me:Isaidstop!!!!



Shekeptquietforafewseconds..

Som:She'snotworthyofthethrone,youneed

tocomeback

PROPHETNKA

WhenUrielfliesupinthesky,becausehe'sa

warriorangel.Heisalwaysengulfedinfire.Blue

andredflames.You'llneverseehim unless

your3rdeyeisopen..

HemadehiswaytowhereIwasstanding,The

firesiezed..

Uriel:Yousummonedme?



Me:Yes

Uriel:AboutTiti?

Me:Ican'tfeelherenergy,MyDaughterisfullof

life.Alwaysenergetic,Ican'tfeelherenergy..

Canyoulocateherandmakesureshe'sokay?

Uriel:Ican't

Me:ExcuseMe?

Uriel:Ican'tbecauseIalsocan'tfeelherenergy

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfeelherenergy



she'snotdeadright?

Uriel:She'sstillverymuchalive,Ifshewas.I

wouldseeherinspirit

Isighedinrelief..

Me:ThankyouUriel

Uriel:Alwaysatyourservice

MTHUNZI

Som:Iknowit'salottotakein,I'm sorryyou

hadtofindoutthisway



Me:Areyousureaboutthis?

Som:Ihavelivedforcenturies,Iam olderthanI

lookrevelationsdon'tgetmisinterpretedtome

Inodded..

Me:Iwantustoclaim thethronefirst,I'm

takingtheQueenout

Som:That'sagoodidea

Me:IwillmarryKholisiwe,IwanttomarryTiti

too..Tellmeyoustrongenoughtomakeit

happen

Som:Withafatherlikehers,Itwon'tbetooeasy



butherloveforyouwillmakeherdoanything.

Afterall,Thisgirlishivpositiveandthathas

madehergiveuponlove.Wecan'tusespells

onherbutwecanbrainwashherintothinking

thatnomanwilleverloveherifsheleaves

Me:Dowhatyouneedtodo,Ineedtogetsome

rest

Som:YesmyLord

TIERA

Me:Ineedtopee

Theykeptquiet..



Me:Ineedtopee!!!

Isawonemovingawayfrom thecelldoor,

Camebackwithasteelbucket..

Me:OhhGod,I'm ahumanbeing!CanIgeta

decentwayofoffloadingmybladder?

Guard1:Youareinadungeon,Thereforeyou

willbetreatedlikeaprisonerunlessthePrince

sendswordforyourrelease

Me:MayIspeakwithhim?

Guard1:Clearinstructionsweregiventhatyou

willbereleasedintheearlyhoursofthe

morning



Mthunzi:Thatwon'tbenecessary,Pleaseopen

Iexhaledandclosedmyeyeswithmyhead

tiltedtotheside.Theyopenedandhewalkedin..

Hemadehiswaytome..

Me:Why?

Mthunzi:Becauseyouweregoingtoleaveme,

andIcouldn'tletthathappen

Me:Soyoudecidedtochainmeuplikea

criminal?



Mthunzi:Rememberwhenwefirstmet,The

spark.Thechemistry,weclickedrightaway.We

mayhavenotbeentogetherfortoolongbutI

loveyouandlosingyouisonethingI'm not

preparedtodo.Titijustagreetothemarriage

arrangement,Itwon'tbeyourtypicalpolygamy

marriage.Theonlydifferencebetweenyoutwo

isthatIloveyou,nother.You'llalwayshavemy

heart,andIneedyoutounderstandthatbeforeI

releaseyou

Me:IunderstandthatyounotthepersonI

thoughtyouwere

Ispatonhisface..

Mthunzi:Clearlyyoustillneedsometimeto

thinkmylove,I'llcheckuponyouinthe

morning



Helookedatthebucket..

Mthunzi:Shewon'tbeprovidedanyform ofa

toilet,Ifshecanspitthenherbladdercanhold

herurine

Hewalkedtothedoorandthenturned..

Mthunzi:Youmightgetabladderinfectionfrom

holdinginyoururinebutlookonthebrightside

atleastitwon'tbeakidneyinfection.

Hecasuallywalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued
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SOMANDLAKAZI

Igavehim thebowl..

Sunny:Thankyou

Isatdownoppositehim..

Sunny:It'samazinghowroyaltyeatsgoodand

wearehereeatingoatmealeveryday,Whilstthe

villagersaretheonesslavingeverydaytomake

surethattheygeteverything



Me:SoonmySon..Soon

Sunny:Arewewinning?

Me:MthunziandImadethedeallastnight

Sunny:Youdid?

Me:He'sworkingonclaimingthethronethen

wewillbefine

Sunny:That'sgoodnews

Me:Ihopeyoustillholdingontoyoursideof

thedeal



Sunny:Theonlyproblem isthatIdon'tlovethe

princess,I'm doingitbe-

Me:Iknow..Iknowbecauseyoutwowillhavea

childandshewillcarrythroughthespiritof

Somandlakazi,It'sabouttimewegetoutkindin

higherplaces.Somandlakaziwasthemost

powerfulwitch,Herspirithastocontinue

through.I'llmakesureit'sroyaltynow

Sunny:That'sgood

Me:Willyoubeabletokeepup?Thefacade?

Withtheprincessbecauseyoutwohavealong

waytogo

Sunny:I'm ready



Me:Good

TIERA

Iwalkeddownthestairstojoineveryonefor

breakfast.Mybodywasaching,mythroatwas

sore..Iwastakenoutofthedungeonsooner

thanIthought,andIwasmadetosleepinthe

house..

AtthetablewastheQueenandthePrincess.

Me:Goodmorning

Amahle:Goodmorning

Isatdown..



Queen:WhereisMthunzi?

Me:Iam notsure,Hewasn'tnexttomewhenI

wokeup

Amahle:Areyouokay?Youlooklikeyoudidn't

getanysleep

Me:Iam okay

Queen:Didyoueventakeyourmedication?Last

thingwewantisyougettingsickhereanddying

thenyourfamilysayingwekilledyou!

Amahle:Ma!!



Me:I'm okay

Iwasgladthattodaywewereleaving..

Mthunziwalkedin..

Queen:Thereheis

Hekissedmeonthecheekandsatdownnext

tome..

Mthunzi:Goodmorning

Ma:Mthunzi

Amahle:Youguysarereallyleavingtoday?



Mthunzi:YesbutI'llbecomingback

Amahle:School?

Mthunzi:I'm droppingout

Queen:Huh?

Mthunzi:Droppingoutandcomingbacktotake

over

Queen:Whatdoyoumeantakingover?

Mthunzi:TobetheKing



Amahle:I'm confused

Queen:Yousaidyounotgoingtobedoingthat

untilyoufinishschool

Mthunzi:Ihavethoughtaboutit,AndI'm ready

Queen:Youcan'tjustcomebackwhenitsuits

you,There'sstillalottolearn.It'snotaseasy

asyouthinkitis

Mthunzi:Wellit'sinmyblood

Queen:Whynow?

Mthunzi:Whynotnow?



Queen:Excuseme

Shestoodupandlefttheroom....

Amahle:Woow!!

NOLITHA

Irushedin..Ihadreceivedacallfrom the

institution..

Me:Goodmorning

Receptionist:Goodmorning



Me:Irecievedacallthismorning,AboutNesta

Receptionist:Yes..I'llputyouthroughtoDr

Khura

Me:Thankyou

Shepickedupherphoneandcalledhim..

TIERA

There'snothingIhatelikeatoxicenvironment.

Thisenvironmentwastoxic,I'veonlybeenhere

foraweekendbutithaddisturbedmypeacein

waysthatIcannotevenbegintoexplain..

Mthunzi:Titi



Iwaspackingupmythings..

Mthunzi:I'm sureyoucan'twaittogoback,I

don'tblameme.WemightgettoJohannesburg

andyouwon'tevenwannaseemeagainandI

understandbecauseI'vemessedup.Ihavea

messedupfamily

Ishookmyhead..

Mthunzi:Thethingis..Iwasmadeknownthat

myFatherwaskilledbytheQueen.Thesame

womanwhobanishedmyMotherfrom hereand

tookmeasherown.She'snotmyrealmother,

MyMotherisThoko

Istoppedpacking..



Mthunzi:HencewhyI'm comingbacktoreclaim

thethrone

Me:Howdidyoufindout?

Mthunzi:Somandlakazi

Me:Youbelieveher?

Mthunzi:DespiteeverythingsheisaSeerand

shesawitall

Isatonthebed..

Mthunzi:I'm trulysorry..Shouldn'thavemade



youasubstituteformyproblems

Mthunzi:It'sokay,You'lltellmewhenyoudone

thenwe'llleave

QUEENHLOMUKA

Som:Calm down

Me:Whynow?

Som:Itwasalwaysgoingtohappen,Hewas

alwaysgoingtoclaim thethrone

Me:Notlikethis!Henevercaredaboutthe

throne,ThisissosuddenIdon'tlikeit



Som:Whatdoyouproposewedo?

Me:IneverthoughtI'dsaythisbut..

Som:But?

Me:Killhim!

Som:HermajestyIknowthatyouarelosingit

nowbutkillinghim

Me:He'snotmySonandI'm notgoingtolet

him ruinmyplans..Killhim!!

NOLITHA



Dr:Thankyouforcoming

Me:What'swrong?IsNestaokay?

Hesatdown..

Dr:UnfortunatelyNo

Me:Whathappened?

Dr:ShehangedherselfusingtheSheetfrom her

bedroom

Me:No..Thatdoesn'tmakesense



Dr:I'm trulysorry,Shewasfoundthismorning

Me:Nestais..She'snotdead

Dr:Mydeepestcondolences

MTHUNZI

Iplacedthehornbackonthesmalltable.I

lookedaroundwithmyhandsdeepinmy

pocket.IwasstandinginmyFather'sstudy,The

onlyroom hespentmostofhistimein.

Howcanwebesuchapowerfulfamilyand

havesomuchdirtunderthecarpet..

Amahle:Isallwell?



Me:Yes

Amahle:Suchasuddendecision,takingover

Shewalkedin..

Me:Iknow

Amahle:Didsomethinghappen?

Me:No..Itwasjusttime

Shenodded..

Amahle:Iknowyou'llmakeagreatKing



Me:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

Thedrivehomewasquietlyawkward.Youcould

cutthroughthetensionwithaknife.Alot

happenedovertheweekend,Alotthatwasn't

meanttohappenatall.Thehonesttruth,

Despiteitall.MyloveforMthunzideepdown

stillremains.Ilovehim andthat'snolie,Iwish

whatwasrelieved,Could'vebeenrevealedata



laterastage.OrastagewhereIwasn'taround..

Hepulledover,Sowecouldtalk..

Mthunzi:IloveyouTitiandthat'snotalie.Ihate

whatIdidtoyou,HowImistreatedyou.Ihave

noexcusewhatsoeverbutthefactremains.

Despiteitall,IloveyouandIwannabewithyou

Me:Howdoesitwork?Thepolygamything?

Mthunzi:Ancestorsareverytricky,Inourblood

line.HlomukaKingsnevermarriedacommoner.

ItwasawaytokeeptheKingdom from falling,a

waytomaintaindignityandrespect.Marrying

Kholisiwetoowillbememakingtheancestors

tobelinientonyou,It'sacultureandtraditions

thatwehavealwayslivedby



Inodded..

Me:WhatIam,Beingpositive.IknowIcanlive

longerbutIdon'twantyoutofeelburdenedon

certainthings

Mthunzi:Titiyouneedletthatgo,It'snotyour

faultanditchangesnothingbetweenus.My

loveforyouwillalwaysremainthesame

Me:Letmefinish..Iam willingtotryitout,I

can'tmisjudgesomethingIhaven'ttriedout.I

mightsayitwon'twork,thenitdoeswork.Iam

willtotryoutPolygamy,onlyifyoumarryme

andher.Onlythetwoofus.Istillwannafinish

schoolandIwillmovedowntothevillage

permanentlyaftergraduatingandlivedown

therewithyouguys.Ineedyourwordon

respect,yourwordthatthedungeonwillnever



happenagain

Mthunzi:Ipromise

Me:Areyoucertainyouwannagiveyourlifeup

inthecity?

Mthunzi:I'm certain

Me:ThenI'llsupportyou

Heheldmyhand..

Mthunzi:Atleastonethingisgoingwell

PRINCESSAMAHLE



Sunny:SoMthunziistakingover?

Me:Yes..I'm gladheis.Hewillmakeagood

andjustKing.YouandIwillfinallybetogether

withoutworryingaboutgettingcaughtandthe

repercussionsofit

Sunny:That'sagoodone

Me:WhenMthunzibecomesKing,Weshould

getmarried

Sunny:Idon'tthinkIhavethemoneytopay

lobolaandmarryPrincess

Me:It'snotaboutthemoney,It'saboutwhat



youcanaffordtoaskformyhandinmarriage.

Theninso,Wecanfinallyspendourlives

together

Sunny:Ihearyou,Butunfortunatelyit'snotup

toyouPrincess

Me:I'lltalktoMthunzi

Sunny:SowhatwillIbe?Whenwegetmarried

Me:Wellyouarenotofroyalblood,You

definitelywon'tbecrownedaPrince,You'lljust

bemyhusband

Sunny:I'm goodwiththat,SolongI'llbewith

you



QUEENHLOMUKA

TheCommissionerwalkedin..

Com:HerMajesy

Me:Ihaveaskedyoutodothingsthatwereout

ofyourscope,Thingsthatcouldlandyouinjail

Com:Agreed

Me:NowIneedyoutodosomethingforme,

Onelastthing

Com:I'm listening



Me:Ineedyoutogetahitmanfrom

JohannesburgandkillmySon!

Helookedatme..

Com:HerMajestythatis..YouknowIdon't

mindhelpingyouwithanything,YouknowI'm

goodforitbutkillingyourownSon

Me:Youstillenjoystayinginthisvillageand

workinghereright?

Com:Yes

Me:Thenyou'lldoit..Iwantitdonebeforehe

comesback



Com:MyQueen

TIERAMHLABA

Myphonerang,ItwasNoli..

Me:Ma

Ma:Heybabystillatthevillage?

Me:Weactuallydrivingback

Ma:Okaythat'sgood

Me:Areyouguysatchurch?



Ma:Ididn'tgo

Me:Areyouokay?

Ma:I'm good..GiveMthunzithephonesoIcan

greethim

Ihandedittohim..

Mthunzi:MsNoli..Yesshe'sfine..YesMam'

Therewasthenalongpausefrom him,He

turnedandlookedatme..

Mthunzi:I'lldoso..Okaybye..



Hehungup..

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Hehandedmebackmyphone...

Mthunzi:Ineedtotellyousomething

Me:What?

Mthunzi:YourMotherpassedonatthemental

institution,Suicide

Me:Waitwhat?



Mthunzi:Shehungherselfusingherbedsheet

Me:No..Itdoesn'tmakesense,YesNestawas

notokaybutkillingherself?That'swrong!

Hepulledover..

Mthunzi:Babylisten

Me:Ineedsomefreshair

Igotoutofthecarandwalkeditout..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Som:IsitwisetokillthePrince?



Me:Ican'tloseitall,SomethingI'veworked

hardfor

Som:Iunderstand,but..MayIremindyou

Mthunzidoeshavetheprotectionofhis

ancestors.TheHlomukaancestorsaremostly

thestrongestwhenitcomestoprotection.Ifeel

likeTryingtokillhim willandIrepeat.Willland

youinhotwaterswiththem

Me:Iwouldrathertryandfailthanfailingtotry..

Can'tyoudosomething?

Som:Ican'ttouchwhatisofspirit,Ican'tdo

nothingtothem.Iam notthatpowerful

Me:Thenwegoaheadwiththeplan



Som:VerywellmyQueen

TIERAMHLABA

MyMotherandI,Wemayhavehadarocky

relationshipyesbutsheismymother.Nesta

hadherownfaultsandsherectifiedthem.

Iam brokenthatIhadplannedsomuchforour

lives,Iwantedhertoseethatthelittlegirlshe

protectedgrewupandbecamesomething.

Somethinggood..

IwassittingontherockwhenMthunzicame

andsatnexttome..



Mthunzi:Deathisalwaysunpredictableand

unexpected,I'm sorry.Losingalovedoneisnot

easy,ImightnotknowmuchaboutyourMother

butI'm surethere'smomentsthatyouguys

cherishedthatyouneedtoholdontoo

Me:Ijustdidn'texpectthis

Mthunzi:YouneverexpectDeath

Iwipedmytears..

Hepulledmeclosertohim..

Mthunzi:It'sokay,It'sgoingtobeokay..I'm

here



QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Thefirstdisappointingthinghedidwasto

bringalongagirlwhoishivpositive.The

seconddisappointmentwaswhenhewantedto

marrythisgirl,The3rddisappointmentishim

wantingtotakeover

Som:WellhehasagreedtomarryKholisiwetoo

Me:HowwillKholisiwefeelhaving

umchakisane,whoissick.She'llfearforherlife

Som:Mthunziisdoingmedicine,I'm surehe

knowshowtoprotecthimself.Plus,Theyhave

alreadyslepttogether



Me:NowI'm justgoingtohavelittlehivpositive

grandchildrenrunningaroundandcoughingin

thepalace

Som:I'm sureit'snotthatbad

Me:Ihopethisgirldoesn'tagreetothe

marriage

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

MthunzisawthatIwasn'tgoodcompany.My

fightwithEllahurtme,Notonlyismysisterbut

she'smybestfriendtoo.Wefightyes,butwe

haveneverfoughttothispointwhereshejust

leavesandwehaven'tevenmadepeace..

Mthunzi:AmahleandIfightalottoo,Siblings

fight

Me:I'm sorry..Ididn'twannabeabore

Mthunzi:Ifit'saffectingyouthatmuch,Whynot

justcallherandfixit

Me:I'm notgoingtodothat,IfIbreaktheice



firstit'llmeanIwaswrongandshe'sright.

Marryingyouismychoice,Choosingtobea

partofpolygamyismychoice.Ifitworksout

thenthat'sgood,Ifitdoesn'tthenit'sokay.I

haven'ttriedpolygamytoactuallyjudgeit

Mthunzi:Ifitdoesn'tworkout?Wealreadygoing

intoitwiththatmindset?

Me:YouknowwhatImean,Thingshappen

Mthunzi:Don'tworryIgetyou,butIwillmakeit

work..Ipromiseyou

ELLAMHLABA

Stellabroughtmetheglassofwine..



Me:Thankyou

Stella:Idon'tunderstandElla,Imean..YesYou

andTitigrewupassisters.Notbloodbutyou

guyshaveknowneachothersincefrom a

youngage.Whendidthesefeelscomefrom?

Me:Thefeelscomefrom mybeingbisexual,

beinginthecloset.Ihadtosettleforacareer

thatlet'smetravelsoIdategirlsfarawayfrom

home.Icomefrom areligiousbackground,It's

Blasphemy

Stella:YourFatherseemschilled,He

understandsthatyouguyshaveyourownlives

Me:Idon'twanttomakeheadlinesforhim "The



NieceorDaughterofaProphetisBisexual"Plus

Titiisalsoveryreligious

Stella:That'strue,Titiisgoingtofindthis

somehow..Ellajustdiewiththesefeelings

Me:OrfuckenmovebacktotheUS

QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Whatdoyoumeanhegotintoanaccident

andisadmitted..Howdoesahitmangethit?

Com:He'saprofessional,He'sgoodIusehim

from timetotime.Neverhadthisproblem

Me:Clearlyhe'snotaprofessionalifhegothit,



Howdoesahitmangethitonthejob?

Com:Iam sorryhermajesty

Som:HermajestyifIcould..

Me:Goahead

Som:Haveweperhapsthoughtaboutthefact

thatmaybeMthunzi'sancestorsprotectedhim?

Me:Isn'tthatyourdepartment?Makethem go

awayorsomething?

Som:Ancestorsarespirits,Imaybethebest

butI'm notthatequippedtofightwithaspirit



Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Doyouwannadothis?

Som:Yes

Me:Thenwhat'swithexcuses?

Som:I'lltry..Iam notpromisinganything

though

Com:OnmysideisthereanythingIcandowith

regardstothesituation?

Me:No..I'llhandleit,I'llhandleMthunzi



Com:YesherMajesty

NOLITHA

Me:Iknewthiswasgoingtohappenatsome

point

Nka:Idon'tunderstandwhatyoutellingme

Me:EllahasromanticfeelingsforTiti

Nka:That'simpossibleNolitha

Me:Iraisedthesegirlsfrom ayoungage,Ellais

bisexual.I'veseenthesigns



Nka:Ellaisnotbisexual,IfshewasI'dknow

Me:Noteverythingisspiritual,WhoEllais

doesn'tconcernyourgift

Nka:IunderstandEllaisabitonthewildside,

Yesmaybesheisbisexualbuthavingfeelings

forTiti..That'sherSister!It'simpossible..Idon't

eventhinkit'slikethat,Youprobablyreading

toomuchintothesituation

Me:Areyouashamedhavingachildthat's

bisexual

Nka:I'm notashamedofwhoEllais,WhatI

don'tunderstandisherfeelingsforTiti.Now

thatIdon'tunderstand



Me:Rememberthesegirlsarenotbloodsisters

Nka:Itdoesn'tmatter..Looknowwhat's

happening,Maybeit'sgoodthatTitiisgetting

marriedtoMthunzi..ThissetupbetweenTiti

andEllaIdon'tunderstandit

QUEENHLOMUKA

IcalledMthunzi..

Mthunzi:HerMajesty

Me:That'sanewdevelopment,Whathappened

to"Mom"or"Ma"?



Mthunzi:YouareaQueenafterall

Me:AndstillyourMother

Mthunzi:HiMa

Me:Haveyouguysarrived?

Mthunzi:Yes

Me:Andyoudidn'tbothertocallme?

Mthunzi:Wetiredwewerestilltryingtosettle

downfirstbeforecalling

Me:Mthunziwereyouseriousabouttakingthe



throne?

Mthunzi:YesMa..Iwasserious,It'smybirth

right

Me:Whythesuddenchange?Youdidn'tcare

aboutthethrone..Didn'tcareaboutbeingaking

Mthunzi:It'swhatDadwould'vewanted

Me:Dadoryou?

Mthunzi:ItmattersnotanymoreMa,What

mattersisthatI'm goingtobeaKingandthat's

that

Me:Isee



Mthunzi:It'seasynowsinceTitihasaccepted

themarriageproposal

Me:Ihearyou..Wellthen,Whoam Itosay

otherwise.Thethroneiswaitingforyou

Mthunzi:Thankyou

Hehungup..

Me:Hedoesn'tevenknowanythingabout

governingpeopleletaloneavillage

Som:Somethingonyourmind?



Me:Yes..Iam thinkingthatmaybeIdon'thave

tokillhim,Icansabotagehim.Makehim the

mosthatedKing

Som:That'sbetterthankillinghim

Me:Wearegoingtosabotagehim reallybad

Som:Let'sdoit

ELLAMHLABA

Iwenttohercontact.Thoughtaboutcallingher,

butthenIscrolleddown.MyUncle'scallcame

through..

Me:Uncle



Nka:Ineedtotalktoyou

Me:Okay

Nka:Areyoubisexual?

Myheartsank..

Nka:It'sokayifyouare

Me:Whotoldyou?DoesNoliknowtoo?

Nka:She'stheonewhotoldme,Toldmethat

shenoticedit



Me:Iam bisexual

Nka:Idon'thaveaproblem withthat,my

problem ishowdoyouhavefeelingsforyour

sister?Tellmethat'snottrue

Iswallowed..

Nka:Ella?

Me:It'snottrue

Nka:That'sgood..Titiisgettingmarried,She's

creatingalifeforherselfIdon'twantyou

confusingherIdon'twantyoumakingher

uncomfortable



Me:Iwasn'tgoingtotellherthatIhavefeelings

forherbecauseit'snottrue..I'vealwaysloved

TitiasaSisterandnothingmore

Nka:I'm gladtohearthatthen

TIERAMHLABA

Mthunzi:Somandlakazitextedme,Shesaysit's

safetogobacktomyplace..I'lldropyouoffat

home

Me:ThinkI'llcomeandsleepoveratyourplace

Mthunzi:Areyousure?

Me:Idon'twantMom onmyearaboutthisfight



betweenEllaandI

Mthunzi:OkayplusI'llbemovingbacktoIsizwe

SakwaHlomuka

Me:Howisitgoingtowork?Howarewegoing

toseeeachother?

Mthunzi:You'llvisit

Me:Isee..Kholisiweisgoingtomovedownto

thevillagepermanentlywhenyouguyshave

gottenmarried?

Mthunzi:Yes

Me:Okay



Mthunzi:Don'tdothis.Idon'twantusgoingto

myplacefighting

Me:I'm notfighting,Iwasjustaskinghowthe

setupisgoingtoworkout

Mthunzi:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes

Heraisedhishandupforthewaitresstobring

thebill

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

Afterthatlongdrive,Wefinallygothome.Iwas

stillfeelingemotional,tryingtotakein

everything.ThenewsofmyMother'spassing

cameatanunexpectedtime,AlsowhenIwas

goingthroughthemost..

Firstthingthathappened,WasEllaandmy

Motherhuggingmetight..

Ma:Iwasworriedaboutyou,Ididn'twannatell

youdirectlyhenceIaskedMthunzitodoit



Me:It'sokay

Ella:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Hurt..Overwhelmedwithdifferentemotions

Ella:MyMom passedonwhenIwasveryyoung,

IthurtsthatIdon'thavememories.Atleastyou

havememoriesofher

Ma:Ellaistellingyouthetruth,Nestalovedyou

withallherheart

Me:Iknow

Theyhuggedme..



Ella:Wegoingtobeokay

MTHUNZI

ProphetNkahadaskedtospeaktomeoutside

beforeleaving.Iknewwhatwascoming...

Nka:InoticethatthingsbetweenYouandmy

Daughterarestartingtogetserious.Takingher

tomeetyourfamily,That'sabigstepforaman

todothat

Me:IdoloveTitialotandIseeafuturewithher.

Iwannathankyoufortrustingmewithyour

Daughter



Nka:Titihashaditrough,Shedidn'tbelievein

love.Abigpartofmeknowsthatshe'sgoingto

holdontothisrelationshipfordearlifebecause

ofthat.YoubasicallythefirstManthatloved

herforwhosheis,That'sbig.Itwasyourchoice

toloveherandI'm notgoingtopraiseyouon

that.IfIdo,ThenI'llbecertifyingthatyoudating

myDaughteroutofpityandyouwillholdthat

andstickitinyourhead.Useitasvalidationto

mistreather.IwantyoutoknowthatTitinever

lackedlove,Shegrewuplovedandisstillloved

unconditionally.Whetheryoutwodecidetoseal

itwithmarriage,KnowmyDaughterwillalways

haveasupportivefamily.She'sold,andyes

relationshipsarenotperfect.Theycomewitha

lotofpain,IfIwitnessitfrom afarI'llreprimand

butifmyDaughterpicksupthephoneoneday

andsaysIwanttocomebackhome.I'm

fetchingher,Noexplanationandnoquestions

asked.Idon'tcarehowmuchmoneyyou

would'vepaidforlobolaandtheweddingbut



I'm fetchingher.Now,TheonlythingIwant

from youisapromise.Yourword.Thatifyou

marryhernow,Youwillletherfinishschooland

graduate

Me:YesSir..Ipromise

Nka:I'm takingyourword,Aman'swordishis

law

Me:Iunderstand

Weexchangedahandshake...

Nka:Mindspendinganighthere?

Me:Uhm...



Nka:Iknowit'snotacceptablebutyouhavea

bulletonyourhead

Me:I'm sorry?

Nka:YourMom isplanningtohaveyou

assassinatedassoonasyougettoyourhouse,

Iam aProphetoftheLordbutthatdoesn'tstop

mefrom seeinganythingspiritual.Actuallyyour

Fatherislockingyourlegsrightnow,Soyou

don'tgo

Me:Ihavebeenfeelingtired,Mylegsareheavy.

Actuallywasplanningondrivingbacktomy

placesoonafterourtalkandrest

Nka:That'sbecausehe'stryingtostopyou



from movingtosaveyou

Me:ThankyouverymuchandI'm sorryyouhad

tofindoutaboutmyfamilysituationlikethis,

Throughavision

Nka:Weallhavefamilyproblems

TIERA

Ma:Wewillherefrom yourAuntwithregardsto

thefuneralarrangements.Incaseshehastobe

buriedbackathome

Me:Ifeellikeherhomewashere,hereinSouth

Africa.Wewillhearfrom myAuntthen



Ma:OkayI'llcallher

Me:Beforethat,Iwouldliketotalktoyouguys

aboutsomething

Ella:Younotpregnantareyou?

Me:No

Ella:ThankGod!

Me:Iam goingtogetmarriedtoMthunzi,It's

goingtobepolygamy

Ellastartedlaughing..



Ella:Yourhavetheworstsenseofhumour

Ma:Wait..What?

Me:Mthunzican'tmarrymebecauseI'm a

commoner,tobribetheancestorshehasto

marryaprincessfirst

Ella:I'llbedamned,Weren'tyouagainst

ancestors?

Me:Mthunzibelievesinthem,Irespectthat

samewayherespectsmybeliefs

Ella:Areyouokay?Whatdidtheydotoyou?

Me:Theydidnothingtome



Ma:Titiareyousureaboutthis?Didyouthink

thisthrough?

Me:Idid,ThehonesttruthisthatMthunziloved

meforme.Heknewmysituationanddidn't

leave.Wehavesexandhedoesn'tevenworry

thatImightaccidentallyinfecthim.Ilovehim

moreforthat,Ididn'tbelieveinloveuntilhe

came

Ella:Wepayingthetherapistalotofmoneyfor

youtocomeandstandheretalkingaboutyou

wanttobesecondbest

Me:Ella!Iam happy

Ma:Ella,Titiisoldenoughtomakeherown



decisions

Ella:She's21!

Ma:You21tooandhavetraveledacrossthe

countryposinghalfnakednoonesaidanything

Ella:It'sajob!!Notapolygamysituation!

Ma:Girls

Me:Sowhat!!

Ma:Girls!!!Isthishowwebehaveanddealwith

situations?



Webothkeptquiet...

Ella:I'm leaving

Ma:Ellawait

Theybothwalkedout...

QUEENHLOMUKA

Iwasattendingameeting.Whenmyphone

rang,ItwastheCommissioner..

Me:ExcuseMe

Iwalkedout..



Me:Com

Com:Thehitmanisset,It'llbecarriedout

tonight

Iclosedmyeyesandexhaled..

Me:Areyousure?

Com:Yes

Me:Okay

Com:Ifyounotsurewecanpullitofffora

while



Me:NoI'm certain..Ithastobedonetonight

Com:YesHerMajesty

TIERA

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandMthunziwalkedin..

Me:Thoughtyoualreadyleft

Mthunzi:WithoutsayingGoodbye?



Igotupfrom thebed..

Mthunzi:Iwon'tbeleaving

Me:Huh?

Mthunzi:YourfatherinsiststhatIstay

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Mthunzi:Longstory,Idon'twannascareyou

Me:I'm worriedalready

Mthunzi:Don'tbe,ButIdoubtwe'llsleep



together.I'llbeintheguestroom

Me:Iknow,Theywouldneverletthathappen

Mthunzi:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Idon'tknow..Can'tevencommunicatemy

feelingsrightnow

Mthunzi:It'sokay..Wannagooutforawhileget

freshair?

Me:I'dlikethat

Mthunzi:Okaylet'sgo



NOLITHA

Ellawasinhercar,Iwastryingtostopherfrom

leaving...

Ella:Iam justworriedabouther,She'smysister

andIloveher.Ialwayswannaprotectheratall

costs

Me:Iunderstandbutit'sherlife..She'sold

enough,Mthunzimakesherhappy.Can'twebe

happyforher?

Ella:Iam justworried

Me:Iknowbutshewillbefine..Ellashe'sgoing

throughthemostrightnow,Pleasedon'tdothis



WesawMthunzi'scardrivingout..

Ella:Letmego..I'lltalktohertomorrow

Me:Pleasedrivesafely..Iloveyou

Ella:Iloveyoutoo

SOMANDLAKAZI

IhavetoprotectMthunziatallcostsformy

plantosucceed..

Iwastryingtoseewhatwasgoingon,onthe

otherside.Ilookedthroughmymirror,Isawthe



hitmaninthecardriving.Ithinkheistryingto

tailMthunzi..

Itookmyneedleandpokedthewheels..

Hestartedlosingcontrol...

TIERAMHLABA

Mthunzipokedmeonthecheek..

Mthunzi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good

Heheldmyhandandkissedit..



Mthunzi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

AFEW DAYSLATER

IwassaddenedthatMthunziandIwon'tsee

eachothermoreoftensincehe'smovingback



tothevillagetoday.I'llhavetogodownthere

forvisitations.It'saverydishearteningsetup,I

enjoyspendingtimewithhim butIhave

commitmentshere.ChurchandSchool.Church

isnotgroundingme,butschoolis.

NeverinamillionyearsdidIthinkI'deversettle

downwithsomeonewhohasdifferentbeliefs.I

wasnotforancestorsatall,butnowI'm

startingtolearnabouthiscultureandtraditions.

Iam tryingtobeveryopenmindedandnot

judge,samewayherespectsmyreligious

beliefs...

Iwaspreparingforschoolwhenmyphone

beeped,Itwasatextfrom Ella:

"JustwantyoutoknowthatI'm movingbackto

theUS"



Me:What?

Icalledherrightaway...

Shepickedup..

Ella:Titi

Me:Whatdoyoumeanthatyoumovingbackto

theUS?

Ella:I'm amodel,myworkismorebasedthat

sidethanhereinSA

Me:Whendidyoudecidethatyoumovingdown



there?

Ella:ThedayIsawthatyouarenowgrown.You

nolongerthatlittlesisterthatneededmy

protection.Yougettingmarriedandthatjust

showshowmuchyou'vegrown.Thereason

whyIwantedtosettlebackhome,hereinSA

wasmainlytoalwaysbethereforyou.

Protectingyouandmakingsurethatyou'll

alwaysbesafe.NowIseeyoudon'tneedthat

nomore.YouhavegrownTiti,I'm veryproudof

you

Me:Forhowlongwillyoubegonefor?

Ella:I'm notcomingback

Myheartsank..



Me:Isitbecauseofourfightthattime?

Ella:It'sbecauseyouaregrownnow

Me:Whendidyouevendecideonthis?Willyou

bebackformywedding?

Ella:Idon'tlikeMthunziandwhathestandsfor,

Iwon'tbethereruiningyourday.I'dratherkeep

mydistance

Me:Thisissowronginsomanyways.You

don'tlikeMthunziIunderstand,butI'm your

sister.It'snotabouthim,It'saboutyou

supportingme



Ella:I'm sorry

Me:Don'tevenbesorry..Youareselfish!

Ella:Ohwwow

Me:Youcan'tevenfuckenstayformywedding

dayatleast?Mymom'sburial?

Ella:Don'tyouthinkmyjustdecidingtoleaveso

soonI'm actuallydoingwhat'sbestforyou?

Me:Doingwhat'sbestforme?Areyouserious?

Thisisnotdoingwhat'sbestforme!Thisis

beingselfishgalore

Ella:Takeithowyouwannatakeit,Idon'tcare



Shehungup..

Me:Areyoukiddingme?

MTHUNZIMHLABA

Thokowalkedintothekitchen..

Thoko:Ican'tbelieveyouleavingtoday,for

good

Me:Yaa..Iknow

Thoko:I'm proudofyou,Proudoftheman

you'vegrowntobecome.Takingbackwhat's



yours,I'm happythatIsizwesakwaHlomuka

willfinallyhaveajustandfairking.Youwill

changeallthepractices,youwilltreatyour

peoplerightandforwhatit'sworth..Iwillmiss,

youlikeaSontome

Me:Youwon'tmissme,becauseI'm takingyou

withme

Thoko:YousosweetbutIcan'tgobackthere

Me:Youaregoingback,Ineedyoubymyside

Ma

Hereyeswidened..

Thoko:Ho..Howdidyouknow?



Me:Thingslikethisdon'tstayhiddenforever,

Theyboundtocomeoutatsomepoint

Shekeptquietforalongtimeandputherhands

onhermouth..

Thoko:Despitewhatyouthinkandwhatyou

weretold,Ineverabandonedyou

Me:Iknow..Iknoweverything

Thoko:I'vealwayswantedyoutoknowthetruth,

IwantedtotellyoubutIdidn'twantittoruin

yourlife

Me:YouwereandDad,youguys..Theloveran



thatdeep?

Thoko:Itdidbuttheroyalcodeofconduct

sidelinedme.Iwasn'tofroyalblood,Therefore

hecouldn'tmarryme.Henceyouareabetter

ManthanyourFather.Standingyourgroundin

marryingTiti

Me:Ididn'tfullystandmygroundbecauseI

needtomarryKholisiwetoo

Thoko:Titiagreedthat'sbig,Shelovesyou..

TheQueenwasevil,despiteherheartifIwas

affordedtheopportunitytomarryyourFatherI

would'vebecauseIlovedhim.Itwasnotgoing

tobeaneasyonewiththeQueen,butIwould've

doneitforyourFather



Me:Itwasthatdeepbetweenyoutwo?

Thoko:Itwas

Me:MaybeIcanaskyouabouthim,Maybeyou

cangivemeabetterversionofthepersonthat

hewas

Thoko:HewasadifficultMan,Verystubborn.

Didn'twannahearanythingfrom anyone.Itwas

hiswordoveranyoneelse.Heruledwithaniron

fiest.Eventhoughhewasthattoeveryoneelse,

Hewasdefinitelydifferentwithme.Ourlove

madehim thesweetestpersonIknowtome,

JustlikesomeoneIknow

Sheplacedherhandonmycheek..



Thoko:MySon

Me:Ishould'veknown,Youwerealwaysa

Mothertome

Thoko:Youcouldn'thaveknown,Weas

Servantsarehiredtoworshiproyalty

Me:Eitherway

Thoko:Soyounotmad?

Me:Youdidn'tabandonme,Youwerealways

there.YouwereaNannybutaMotheratheart

Thoko:That'strue



Hereyeswerefilledwithtears..

Me:Atleastwenotstrangers,Ididn'tjustmeet

youtoday

Shelaughed..

Thoko:Would'vebeenawkward

QUEENHLOMUKA

Somandlakazibroughtmeanotherherb..

Ihaven'tbeenfeelingwellthispastfewdays..I

havethisweirdstomachcramps..



Me:Theseherbsyoukeepongivingmearenot

working

Som:I'm tryingmybesthere,Thewrathofthe

ancestorsisuponyou

Me:Thendosomething!

Som:TheywantyoutogiveMthunziwhat

rightfullybelongstohim.Theywon'tstopuntil

youstepdown

Me:Iam notsteppingdown

Som:Thenyouwillsuffer



Me:AllIknowisbeingaQueen,Idon'tknow

anythingelsethanthis

Som:WhenMthunzigetshere,Theceremony

shouldstartandheshouldbecrowned

Isighed....

ELLAMHLABA

Myplanewasleavinginanhour,It'sbestIjust

loveeveryonefrom afar.TitiandIwon'tbe

enemies,ButIdon'twannacausehermorepain

thanthepainI'vealreadycausedher.She

seemshappywithMthunzi,Idon'twannabethe

reasonforherunhappiness..Idon'twanna

makeherchoosebetweenhim andI.Idon't

wannaputherinthatposition.



IsawNolithamakingherwaytome,Igotup.

Noli:Itdoesn'thavetobelikethis

Me:Ijustwishyouhadkidsofyourown,Both

areleaving

Noli:YouleavingbecauseofTiti

Me:I'm leavingbecauseI'm leaving..Whereis

myUncle?

Noli:Hewantedtoseeyouoff,He'sbusy

Me:UsuallywhenIflymywholefamilywillbe



heretoseemeoff..ThattimeI'dcomeback,

butnowI'm leavingforalongtimeandnot

everyoneishere

Noli:Bandla..It'snotlikethat

Me:It'sokay,Gladyouherethough

Wesharedahug....

Me:Shedecidedtoseehim gooffrightthanto

seemetakeoff?

Webrokethehug..

Noli:Takecareofyourselfthereandcallme



Me:IwillIpromise

Noli:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI

Thokooptedtostaybehinduntilthesituation

withtheQueenisdone.TheQueenhascaused

myMothersomuchpainthatshedoesn't

wannacrosspathswithher,Itotallyunderstand.

Ireallyneedtofixthisthingsomymothercan

beclosetome,notassomesortofnannybut

asamother..

Iwasnervousabouteverything,Ihavenever

ruledanything.Haven'tgottentimetolearnhow

todoit.NowIhavetoruleanentirekingdom,

Havepeopledependonme.Howhardcanthat

be?Itcomesoffnaturallyright?

WhenIdrovein,Theululatingstarted.Drums

weremakingnoiseandthepraisepoetwas

theretoo...



Iparkedandgotoutofthecar,Thenoisegot

louder...

TheQueen,Amahle,andSomandlakaziwere

standingbythedoor.Thisismyhome,Idon't

needthisdoneallthetime..

Iwalkeduptothem andgreeted..

Queen:Welcomehomemyboy

Shedidn'tlookgood,lookedweakanddrained..

Me:Thankyou



IlookedatSom,Shenoddedalittle..

Amahle:Let'sgoinsideandeat,afeastwas

preparedforyou

Me:Isuream hungry

TIERAMHLABA

MyAuntwashere,MyMother'ssister..Wewere

talkingaboutmyMother'sburial..

Aunt:WhenwecameheretoSouthAfrica,

Nothingwasleftforusbackathome.Bothour

Parentsdied,Relativesdidn'tcareandwewere

theonlysiblingstoeachotherthatwehad.We

camedownheretoseekabetterlife



Noli:Idon'tthinkI'm following

Aunt:Nestahastobeburiedhere,

Arrangementsofherbeingburiedathome

won'twork.Wedon'tevenhaveahousenora

home,Wastakenandsold.PlusDeeishere,

Wouldn'tbegoodforNestatobethereandDee

here

Noli:Understandable

Aunt:ShecanbeburiedatmyRDPhouse

Me:Atleastthat'sbetter

Noli:Wewillhandleallthearrangementsplus



she'sbeenheldoffforfartoolong,Thefuneral

hastotakeplacesoon

Me:Thisweekend

Noli:Thisweekend

Aunt:TitisoyouaredatingaPrince?

Noli:SoontobeaKing

Aunt:I'm proud

Me:Thankyou

Aunt:It'sserious?Serious?



Noli:Yesbutit'spolygamy

Aunt:That'snotatrainsmash

Noli:Notatallsolongtheunionissacredand

respected

Aunt:Ican'twaittocometothewedding

Me:Ican'twaitforyoutomeethim

Aunt:Iseeyouhappy,Hemakesyouhappy?

Me:Hedoes..MatteroffactIhavetocallhim



Aunt:Goaheadbaby

Noli:Pleasestayoverfordinner?

Aunt:YesI'dlovethat

MTHUNZI

Queen:Ourguestswillbearrivinglater

OnethingIcouldn'ttellTitiwasthatKholisiwe

willbehere,Spendingsometimehere.WhenI

am crownedaQueen,Shehastobebymyside

sinceTitican'tmakeitbecauseofschool..

Queen:Iam happythatyoudecidedtomake

Kholiyourfirstwife.Thiskingdom willstill



retainit'sintegrity,Peoplewillstillrespectus

Som:That'strueandtheancestorswillbe

happy

Amahle:WillTitibearound?

Me:She'shandlingherMother'sfuneral,She

hastobethatside

Amahle:OhhpoorTiti

Queen:She'sbeenthroughalot,Areyousure

thatyouwannagodownthatmarriageroad

withthisgirl?Shesoundslikeabrokensoul.

Firstshe'spositive,NowherMotherisdead.I

don'twanthertakingoutherFustrationson



Kholi.KholiisaPrincessshedeservesthe

respect

Me:Titiisalwaysrespectful,IneedKholito

affordTitithesamerespect.Inmyeyesthey

bothequal,They'llbebothmywives,Noonewill

beabovetheother.Royalornot

Queen:That'swhereyouarewrong..Kholiisa

princess,She'sofroyalblood.It'sinherblood.

Titiisgoingtobeaprincessjustformarrying

you..Aqueenwhateverthesituationmaybe,By

bloodshestillremainsacommoner

Som:Idon'tthinkweshouldhavetheseissues

especiallysincethePrincessandherFatherare

flyingdownhere.Iremembershewas

disappointedthesametime



Queen:Iagree

Myphonevibrated..

Me:Ihavetotakethis..It'sTiti

Iexcusedmyselffrom thetable..

Me:Baby

Titi:Justcallingtofindoutifyouarrivedsafely

Me:Idid,Wewerejusthavingdinner

Titi:Weareabouttohavedinnertoo



Me:That'sgoodbaby

Titi:Areyouokay?

Me:Ihavetotellyousomething

Titi:Whatisit?

Me:Kholiiscoming

Titi:Ohw

Me:Youhavealotgoingondownthere,Ineed

oneofmysoontobewivesnexttome.It's

tradition



Titi:Iunderstand,Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyI

wasn'ttoldwhenyouwerestillhere

Me:Ithoughtitwasgoingtocauseafight,I

didn'twannaleavewiththingstensebetween

us

Titi:Ifwecan'tbuildourmarriageofhonesty

thenwedoomed

Me:IknowandI'm sorry..Itwon'thappenagain

Titi:Ihavetogo,Ineedtohavedinnerwithmy

family

Me:Iloveyou



Titi:Bye

Shehungup..Onewomanisaheadache,Idon't

knowhowI'm goingtodealwithtwo..

TIERAMHLABA

IwashurtIdon'twannalie.Mthunzicould'veat

leastpreparedmeforthis,KnowingthatKholiis

goingtobethereandI'llbehere..She'salways

goingtohaveanupperhand.

She'llbemorelikeawifeandI'llbeamistress,a

sidechickbutwitharing..

Iwentbacktothehouse,MyAuntandNoliwere



preparingthedinnertable...

Noli:Youokaybaby?

Me:I'm fine

Noli:HowisMthunzidoing?Didhearrivesafe?

Me:Hedid

Aunt:Wealmostdone

Iwentbacktothebedroom,Usuallywhensuch

thingshappen..Ellaisalwaysthereforme.Now

she'sleft,Idon'thaveanyonetotalktoo.Noli

willapproachthisfrom amother'spointofview,

from anoverprotectiveside.Idon'tevenwanna



mentionmyDad,He'sgoingtoloseit..

Isatonthebed,TheonlypersonIcanthinkof

isloudmouthHlengi.She'sgoingtobetelling

mybusinessoutthere.AtthatmomentIdid

whatIonlyknowhowtodoandthatispray.I

gotdownonmyknees..

MTHUNZIMHLABA

Iwasbythebalconywithaglassofwine..

Queen:Weneedtotalk

Iexhaled..

Me:Aboutwhat?



Queen:Weneedtotalk

Iturnedandlookedather...

Queen:Iunderstandthatthisweekendyou'llbe

officiallycrowned,ifyouthinkyougoingto

banishmethinkagain.Imightnothavethefirst

andlastword,Butwhenmyhusbanddiedwe

werestillmarried.Ihavetherightstostill

remaintheheadqueenthenyourwiveswill

followandhavetorespectme.I'llstilllivehere

inthiskingdom,ifyouthinkthatyouhavewon

thewar..Youhaven't,You'vejustwonthebattle,

Son..

Shewalkedawayaftersayingthat..



TIERAMHLABA

Weweresittingaroundthetableandeating,

Dadwasn'tgoingtojoinus..

Ilookedatthem astheywerechattingnicely

aboutlifeproblems..

Me:I'm quitingschool

Theybothlookedatme....

Noli:Whatdidyousay?

Me:Iam quitingschoolassoonasIget

married



Aunt:Whatdoyoumeanthatyouarequiting

school?

Me:ItmeansI'm quitingschool,Marriageand

schooldon'tconnect

Nolidroppedherforkontheplate..

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI

Kholisiweandherfatherarrivedfinally.Iwas

stillnotfeelingwell,afterthatcallwithTiti.

Mademefeellikeshitknowingthatshe's

hurtingespeciallynowthatKholisiweishere.

King:Ihopemychild'sfeelingswon'tbetoyed

withagainthistime,She'snotaplayground

Mom:IunderstandhowyoufeelKing,Ourfirst

timeencounterwherethissituationisinvolved

wasn'thealthy.Weareheretomakeamends,

Asyoucanseethatevenouroldhealerisno

longeraround.That'sbecauseweremovedhim,

Hewasn'tsoloyalanymore.Ournewhealer

SomandlakazihasmadesurethatThePrincess

andPrincewillworkoutandgetmarried.Since

MthunziisboundtobeaKingsoon,This



weddingwillbeofficiallyhappen

King:I'm pleasedtohearthat,Howdoes

Mthunzifeelaboutthis?

Me:ItisashowtheQueenputsit

King:ThenI'm happy,Wecanenjoyourdinner

TIERAMHLABA

MyFatherwasbeyondthewordupsetupon

hearingthenewsofmywantingtoquitschool..

Nka:Titiwhatareyousaying?



Me:Dadmarriageandschoolwon'tworkout,IfI

getmarriedIneedtofocusonmarriage.On

beingawifeandnothingmore

Nka:Ispoketoyourfuturehusbandandhehas

promisedtoletyoufinishschool.Hedoesn't

seem tomindhavingawifethat'satschool

Me:IunderstandbutI'm notmarryingintoany

ordinaryfamily.I'm marryingintoroyaltyDad,

Marriageain'tthesame

Nka:Marriageain'tthesame?Haveyoubeen

marriedbeforeTiti?

Me:No



Nka:Thenwhatareyoutalkingaboutmarriage

ain'tthesame?

Me:IloveMthunziandIwannamarryhim

Nka:Titithisisnoton,Thisisnotgoingto

happen.Iforbidit

Me:Can'tforbidmyhappiness,Mychoices.I'm

agrownup,Icanmakemyownchoices

Nka:Sayitdoesn'tworkoutwithbetweenyou

andMthunzi?What'sthefallbackplan?

Me:ThenI'llgoback

Nka:Can'tbelieveyouaregivinguponyour



futureforaman,What'snext?Yougoingtogive

upyourspiritualityforhim?

Me:NoDad

Nka:Outofallthethingsyoucould've

disappointedmein,Youchosethiswayto

disappointme?

Me:Iam sorry

Nka:Don'tbe,Ifyoufeelthisiswhatyouwant

thenokay.It'syourlifeafterall,butknowthatif

themarriageisgoingtohappenunderthese

circumstancesthenyoudon'thavemy

blessings



Hewalkedaway....

MTHUNZIHLOMUKA

KholisiweandIweretakingamidnightwalk.

Theplanistomarryher,withoutherknowing

aboutTititoavoiddramaandmoreissues.

HerFatherisstrongwilled,Theywillfindout

afterthemarriage..

Kholi:Yaziyintlekelendawo(Thisplaceis

beautiful)

Me:Itis,especiallyatnightwiththelights

Kholi:Ngiyazibonanjengihlalala(Iseemyself



stayinghere)

Me:Areyouokaywiththewedding?Iknowit's

arrangedandyoudon'thavemuchsaybutare

youokaywithit?

Kholi:MthunziI'vehadacrushonyousince

from whenwewereyoung.Thisisablessing

forme

Me:Iam gladyoufeelthatway

Kholi:Wenahowdoyoufeel?Doyouloveme?

Me:Ilikeyou

Kholi:Fairenough



Iheldherhand..

Me:Watchyourstep

Kholi:Thankyou

TIERAMHLABA

Iwasinmybedroom crying..Iheardaknock,

thedooropenedandNoliwalkedin..

Ma:Nana

Iwipedmytears..



Ma:OhhTiti

ShesatdownnexttowhereIwaslaying..She

putherhandonmyback..

Ma:Yourfatherlovesyou,Heonlywantswhat's

bestforyoubaby

Me:Ididn'tkillanyone,I'm justchoosinglove

andhappiness

Ma:Iunderstandbutlookatitfrom Daddy's

shoes.AsaParentit'snottabootobe

overprotectivewhenitcomestotheirchildren

Me:Idon'twannagetmarriedandDadhates

mywedding



Ma:Hedoesn't,Dadwillneverhateyouevenif

hewantedtoo..Hewillcomearoundwhenhe

seesthatit'simportantwithyou

Me:Ihopeso

Ma:Askies..Stopcrying

QUEENHLOMUKA

King:Youareweak

Me:Itriedbutancestorsarefightingbackfor

theirpreciousheir



King:HowdoesalittleboylikeMthunzidefeat

you?

Me:Hedidn't,Hisancestorsdid

King:Soourplanoffullytakingthekingdom is

failing?

Me:It'snotmylove

King:IfMthunzibecomesaKingthenyouhave

noclaim tothethronewhatsoever

Me:Justgivemetime

King:Timeforwhat?Iwantthiskingdom!Iwant

toruleit..Youfailedmewithyourhusbandand



youfailingmenow

Me:Istillhaveaclaim onthiskingdom,Mthunzi

can'tbanishme..Ihaveaclaim

King:We'llsee

TIERAMHLABA

Mthunzicalledme..

Me:Hello

Mthunzi:JustwantedtosaygoodnightandI

loveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Mthunzi:Stillupset?

Me:No..Beingupsetwon'tchangeanything,It

won'tchangethatyoudidn'ttellmeaboutthe

comingofKholi

Mthunzi:Iam sorrybaby,Ididn'ttellyou

becauseIdidn'twanttohurtyou.Iwas

preventingthis

Me:Stopwiththeexcuses

Mthunzi:Okay

Iheardafemalevoiceinthebackground..



Me:Kholisiwe?

Mthunzi:Yes

Me:Letmeleaveyoutwothen..Goodnight

Mthunzi:Babydon'tdothis

Me:Bye

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

[2WEEKSLATER]

ThiswasbyfarthehardestdecisionthatIever

hadtomake,Adecisionthathascreated

nothingbuttensionathome.AdecisionthatI,

MyselfI'm nottoosureabout.Iwasscared,My

brainiscomingupwithalltherightsolutions,

Buttheheartsayssomethingdifferent.Ihave

neverseenmyFatherthisdisappointed,Ever

sinceIwasadopted.I'vealwaystriedmy

hardestnottodisappointthem.Nolithaandher

husbandhavebeengoodtome,They'vealways

treatedmeliketheirown..MademewhoIam

today.IfmyMom washere,Idon'tthinkI'llbe

whereIam today..



SpeakingofmyMother,Wehadhercremated.

MyAuntsaidthatshewilltakeherremains

downtoourhomelandandpourthem inthe

restingplacesofourforefathers.Shehasalso

givenmeherblessingwiththisroutethatIam

taking..

TomorrowmorningmyMotherandIwedriving

downtothevillage.Ihavetoshowupwithat

leastoneParent,SotheQueencantakeme

seriously.Ihopethiswon'tputastraininmy

parentsmarriage..

IwasonacallwithmysisterElla..

Ella:Idon'tevenknowwhattosaybecauseI

don'twannacomeoffasoffensive



Me:Idon'tneedyoutobeagainstmetoo

Ella:YougivingupeverythingTiti,Forwhat?To

besecondbest?Forafamilythatmightnot

fullyacceptyou?

Me:Mthunziisgoingtotakethethrone,Things

willbedifferent

Ella:Fuckthat!!He'saman,Ifhewastruthful

andreallylovedyou.Noneofthisshitwouldbe

happening.Whatmanthattrulylovesyouwould

letyougiveupeverything?FuckthatTitiand

fuckhim!!

Ellahasalwayshadatemperofherown,But

now.Shesoundswaytooverballyaggressive..



Me:What'swrongwithyou?You'veneverbeen

likethis

Ella:LetmegobecauseI'm pissed,Catchmeat

abettertimemaybethantoday

Me:Ohw

Ella:Iloveyou..Bye

Me:Iloveyout-

Irealizedshehadhungup..

Me:Youtoo



NOLITHA

Iknockedinhisoffice..

Nka:Comein

Iwalkedin..

Nka:WhatdoyouwantNoli?

Iclosedthedoor..

Me:YourDaughterisleavingtomorrow

Nka:She'snotmyDaughter



Me:Iam surethatonceinyourlifewhenyou

wereherage,You'vemadedumbdecisions

wherelovewasconcerned

Nka:Ihavenevergaveupmywholelifefor

somethingsostupid

Me:Titiisinlove,Anythingthatwegoingtosay

won'tmakesenserightnow.Beingmadand

avoidingherwillonlymakeherthinkthatshe's

right

Nka:I'vealwayslovedTitiasiflikeshewasmy

own,IloveherandIdon'tregretthat.I've

alwaysdonerightbyherIdon'tknowwhereI

wentwrong.Whatangersmethemostisthat

she'ssmart,AtleastEllahasalwaysmade



dumbdecisionsbutnotlikethis

Me:Don'tcomparethem..YouholdTitiatavery

highpedestalasiflikeshe'snotsupposedto

makeamistake

Nka:WhatareyoudoinghereNolitha?

Me:I'm accompanyinghertothevillage

tomorrow

Nka:No..Iforbidit

Me:I'm sorryyouwhat?

Nka:Iforbidyoufrom drivingdowntherewith

her



Me:What?

Nka:Ifyougoagainstmyword,You'llleaveme

nochoicebuttofilefordivorce

Me:NkanyisoMhlaba!!

MTHUNZI

Me:I'm liftingthedeathsentence

Detective:MyLord

Me:Nomanjailedshallbegiventhe

punishmentofdeath



Mom:Son..Thedeathsentencehasalways

keptorderinthevillage,Wehavelessrape

casesnowbecauseofit.LessGenderbased

violencecasestoo

Me:Yesbutwe'vealsoputtodeathinnocent

Menwhowerefalselyaccused

Detective:Atthestationweareverythorough

withourworktopreventsuchfrom happening

Som:IagreewiththefutureKing,Ithinkit'sa

harshsentence

Mom:Nooneaskedyouforyouropinion



Me:SheisanElder,She'sapartofthecouncil

courtandheropinionisvalidtoo

Detective:IguessI'llprepareapress

conferencetoannounceofficiallythatthedeath

sentencehasbeenlifted,Idon'tknowwhattime

suitsyoubestmyLord

Me:Thisweekpreferably

Detective:MyLord

Heexcusedhimself...

Mom:Thisisabigmistake

Me:You'veranthiskingdom yourway,I'm



runningitmyway

Mom stoodupfrom herchairandlefttoo..

Me:Ican'twaitformyinaugurationsoshecan

officiallyhavenopower

Som:MyLord

Me:TomorrowTitiiscoming,Iwould

appreciateifyouoverseeeverything

Som:HowdoesKholisiwefeelaboutthis?

Me:She'sfinenow,BetterthanwhenIfirsttold

her.Ijusthopetheywon'tbeanydrama

betweenherandTiti



ELLAMHLABA

Dr:Howisthehormonaltestosteronetreating

you?

Me:Notthatbadbut..Idofeeldifferent

Dr:How?

Me:IwannathrowfistsnowwhenI'm mad,

Thancryaboutit

Shelaughed..

Dr:There'smoreaggressionintestosterone



thanyou'dfindinOestrogen

Me:Iguessso

Dr:Areyousureyoureadyforthissurgery?

Me:Iam

Dr:I'm gladyouoptingtoremoveyourbreasts

first,Giveyouenoughtimetothinkaboutthe

completesexchange.It'snotaneasyroad

transitioning,It'sanemotionalandmental

challenge.Somepeoplewouldneedfamily

support

Me:I'm goodDoc



Dr:IfImayask,Why?Yousayingyoubisexual

Me:Ifeelmoreconnectedtomymasculineside

nowmorethanIdowithmyfemanineside

Dr:Won'titaffectyourmodellingcareer?

Me:Idon'tcare,Ireallydon't

Dr:Okaythenlet'sstartwiththetestsand

examineyourbreaststoo

MaybeTitiwouldlovemeifIdoasexchange,

Maybeshewouldseereason.

MTHUNZI



Kholisiwewalkedin..

Kholi:MyLord

Ilookedateveryone..

Me:Pleasegiveussomespace

Theyallwalkedoutofthecourt.Shewalkedup

tome..

Kholi:Goodmorning

Shekissedmeonmycheekwithherhandon

mychest..



Me:Iseverythingokay?

Kholi:Everythingiswell

Me:Iam stillsorrythatyouhadtofindoutthat

way

Kholi:Iunderstand..Royaltydoeshave

scandals.YouarethefutureKing,Youare

allowedtodoanythingyouwant

Me:It'sbadwhenyouputitlikethat

Kholi:Myapologies..Iwasaskingfor

permissiontoleadmysister'swelcoming

ceremonytomorrow



Me:Youdon'thavetodothat

Kholi:Umnakwethu(She'smysisterwife)

Me:Ifyousureaboutit,ThenIseenoproblem

Kholi:Thankyou

Shemovedawayfrom meandbowedalittle..

Kholi:MyLord

Thendismissedherselffrom mypresence..

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

Ireceivedacallfrom Mthunzilateronafter

preparingdinner..

Me:Love

Mthunzi:Mylovehowareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Mthunzi:I'm goodtoo..Whatareyoudoing?



Me:Justfinishedpreparingdinnerformyfamily

Mthunzi:That'snicesweetheart

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Mthunzi:Justfinishedrunningafewerrands

Me:Okay..I'llbedrivingearlytomorrowmorning

withmyMother

Mthunzi:Can'twait..Listen,Kholiisheading

yourwelcomingceremony

Me:Uhm..Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat



Mthunzi:She'sreallytryingtobe

accommodating,She'stryingtobewelcoming

ofyou

Me:I'm nottryingtobesomehowIjustdon't

knowhowtogetalongwithawomanthatis

soontobeawifetomysoontobehusband

Iheardhim laughing..

Mthunzi:You'llbefine

Mymom walkedin..

Me:Ihavetogo..Mymom ishere



Mthunzi:GreetMom forme,We'lltalklater

Me:Okay

Mthunzi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Mom:Hey

Me:HeyI'veprepareddinner

Mom:That'ssweethoneythankyou

Me:Areyouokay?



Mom:I'm good..Letmefreshenup,I'm sure

Dadwillbehomesoontoo

PROPHETNKA

IwasonavideocallwithBishopMccarthy,But

mymindwasfaraway..

Bishop:Prophet

Me:I'm sorrywhatdidyousay?

Bishop:StillstrunguponyourDaughter'sissue?

Me:IlovemyDaughtertodeath.Iwantherto

behappy,Herhappinessmattersmoretome

thananything.Ijustcan'tstomachherdecision.



Titiissmart,Shehasalwaysmademeproud,

Alwaysbeencautiousabouteverydecision.

Thisisnotit.NowIseeElladoingthis,Ellahas

alwaysbeenadisappointmentsomewhere,But

Titi.I'veneverimaginedherdoingthis

Bishop:IfIgotmoneyeachtimewhenmykids

disappointedme,I'dberich

Me:Thisismorethanadisappointment

Bishop:Thesekidsgrowup,thisishowthey

learn.TakeheartProphetandprayaboutit

Me:Letmegethome,We'llspeakaboutitmore

someothertime



ELLAMHLABA

Victoria:Youputtingeverythingonthelinefor

her

Me:Titiisveryreligiousgrounded.Idon'tthink

she'dbeopentohomosexuality,IfIdothisthen

itwon'tbeherbeingwithawoman

Victoria:Butwhatifshedoesn'ttakekindlyto

this?Whatifshestilldoesn'twannabewithyou?

Me:ThenIknowIwould'vetried

Victoria:Thisisabigstepthatyoucannot

comebackfrom.Amodelturningtransgender,

Yougoingtogetbothloveandhate.Youjust



gaveupyourwholecareer

Me:Iknow,I'llfindsomethingelse

Victoria:Ellayou'vedonesomefuckedup

things,Butthis

Me:Ididn'tneedyouropinion,Thisismy

decisionandI'lllivewithit

Victoria:Ihopeso

PRINCESSKHOLIWE

QueenMotherwasinthebedroom withme..



Queen:Youaresolaidbackaboutthis,Asking

toheadherceremony?

Me:I'm notgoingtobeintimidatedbya

commonerthathasHIV.Tieraiscloseto

nothingwithme.Iholdthecards,Iam royalty.I

cangiveMthunzichildren.Mychildrenwillbe

entitledtothethrone.Titihasnolegtostandon

Queen:Actuallyshedoes..Heloveshermore

thanyou

Thatmademyheartsank..

Me:Havealittlebitoffaithinme

Queen:Faithisnotwhatweneedrightnow,Titi



goneiswhatweneed

Me:I'm workingonit..Letmehandlemine

MTHUNZI

Som:Havealittlebitoftrustinyourself,You

doinggreat

Me:Ihopeso

Som:Liftingthedeathsentencewasagood

move,Yourpeoplewilltrustmoreinyou,They'll

havefaithinyou

Me:That'sallIwant



Som:I'llalwaysbeheretoguideyou,protect

youandsupportyou

Sheplacedherhandonmyshoulder..

Me:Thankyou

TIERAMHLABA

Itwasquietaroundthedinnertable.Youcould

cutthroughthetensionwithaknife.

Dad:Passmethesaltplease

Idid..



Dad:Thankyou

Mom:Howwaswork?

Dad:Itwasokay

Ihatedthis,We'veneverbeenthisfamily

before..

Dad:Thechurchisgoingouttomorrowmorning

tohandoutblanketstothehomeless

Mom tookadeepbreath..

Mom:I'llbeaccompanyingmyDaughtertoher



maritalhome

Dad:Soyoustillgoingaheadwiththis?

Mom:I'vemadeadevotiontoTitithatI'llbeher

Mother.Amotherisalwaysthereforherkids

Dad:Ican'tdothiswithyourightnow

Hegotup..

Dad:Iguessyou'llbebearingfrom mylawyer

whenyoucomeback

Mom:Justsayyou'vealwayswantedtodivorce

me



Me:Divorce??

Dad:Goodnightbaby..Haveasafetrip

tomorrow

Hewalkedout..

Me:Ma

Mom:It'snotyourfault..Don'tevenblame

yourself

.

Tobecontinued
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NOLITHA

Iwalkedintothebedroom afterbathing,Hewas

inbed,Readingsomething.Iclosedthedoor

andwenttomysideofthebed.Therewas

nowaythatweweren'tgoingtotalkaboutthis.

Thisisabigstep..

Me:Canwetalk?

Heputthebookaway..

Me:Apartofmefeelslikeyouusingthisasan

excuse,You'vealwayswantedadivorce



Nka:IfIdid..Iwould'velongdivorcedyou

Me:HowcanTiti'sissuebreakuslikethiswhen

wehavebeenthroughalotbeforeand

overcameeverything?

Nka:Ican'ttrytoservedisciplineonlyformy

wifetoturnbackandbeagainstme.Nolithisis

notsomethingsmall.Titiisgivingupeverything

forthisguyandyoumakingherthinkthatit's

okay

Me:Iknowit'snotokaybutTitiishappy

Nka:IwantTititobehappyandIdidn'tforbid

hertomarrythisguy,Ifshegivesupschoolfor

him whatmoreisshegoingtogiveupforhim?



Me:HowwillTitilearnifshedoesn'tmake

mistakes?Wetreatherlikeshe'sgoingtobreak,

She'sgoingtoendupresentingus

Nka:Wehavedifferentopinionsonthis

Me:IloveyouandIdon'twannaloseyou,

Pleasedon'tdothistous

Nka:GoodnightNoli

TIERA

Itbrokemyheartknowingthatmyparentsare

goingtogetadivorcebecauseofme.Before

mymom tookherbath,Iheardthem arguing.

SoIhadalreadypackedupmythings.Iwrote



them aletter,Apologizingforeverything.I'm

goingtoleavetonight.Ineedtobefaraway

from here,Ididn'tthinkmydecisionwasgoing

tohavesuchanegativeimpactontheir

marriage..

Iputtheletteronthekitchencounterand

lookedatmyhomeonelasttime.Iwipedmy

tearswithaheavyheart,I'm probablynever

goingtostepfoothereeveragain.

Ipickedupmyluggagebag,Heavyasitwas

andwalkedout...

MTHUNZI

IwaslookingatmyselfinthemirrorwhenKholi

walkedin.Shehuggedmefrom theback..



Kholi:Longday?

Me:Ithasbeenalongdayindeed

Kholi:Icantakeyourtensionaway

Me:Notnow

Iwalkedoutfrom theensuitbathroom..

Kholi:When?

Me:Titiiscomingtomorrow,I'm reallynotinthe

mood



Kholi:Whatishercominghavetodowiththis?

Withusbeingintimate?

Me:IthoughtI'm supposedtobreakyour

virginitywhenwemarried

Kholi:WasitalsolikethatwithTiti?

Me:Youaprincess,Titiisnot.There'sprotocol

thatoneneedstofollow

Myphonerang..

Me:Ihavetotakethis

ItwasTiti..



Me:It'sTiti

Kholi:Herewego

Me:Holdyourself

Ianswered..

Me:Love

Titi:I'm onmywaythere

Me:Waitwhat?

Titi:I'm driving



Me:Howcome?

Titi:Longstory

Me:I'm notcomfortablewithyoudrivingsolate

Titi:I'llbefine

Me:Sendyourlivelocation,I'llsendasquadcar

Titi:MthunziI'llbefine

Me:TitiI'm notgoingtoaskagain,Sendyour

livelocation



Titi:Okay

Ihungup..

Me:Wtf??

NOLITHA

IwenttothekitchenafterIheardacar.Isawa

letteronthecounter.Itookitandread..Itwasa

goodbyeletterfrom Titi..

Me:OhhmyGod..Nka!!

Iwentandgotmyselfaglassofwater..



Hecameinrushing..

Nka:What'swrong?

Me:Titileft

Nka:Whatdoyoumean?

Ihandedhim theletter..

Me:I'm goingtotryandgether

Nka:No..Getdressedwegoingdowntothe

village

.

Tobecontinued
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NOLITHA

IwassoworriedaboutmyDaughter,Aswe

wereonourwaytogettingher.Shefinally

pickedupmycallaftershehadignoredafew.

Shetolduswhereshewas,Orratherwhich

roadshewasat..

Me:Ican'tbelieveTitithinksthatshe'sthe

reasonforourfailingmarriage

Nka:Titiisactingup.Shemadeherown

decisionchosethatPrinceandexpects



everyonetobeokaywithit,Butwhenwemake

ourdecisiontogetadivorceallofasuddenit's

wrong

Me:"We".I'm notfilingforadivorce,You'reNka

andIhopeyouwon'tbesayingsuchthingsto

myDaughter.Toputherdownwhenshe's

alreadyfeelinglikeshit

ELLAMHLABA

There'snothingpainfullikebeinginlovewith

someoneandtheyinlovewithsomeoneelse.I

can'tjustgoalloutandbeopentoTitiaboutmy

truefeelingsforher.Eversinceshe'sbeenwith

thatMthunziguy,AllIprayhehurtsherbeyond

thepointofhernotwantingtoreturntohim.I

evengetevilthoughtsthatIshouldhirea

hitmantogoandkillhim.IknowTitiwillbehurt,



Butwecanpickupthebrokenpiecesofher

heartandtrytomendit..

IwasliftingweightswhenIgothercall,I

checkedthetimedifference.It'slateinSouth

Africa,Verylate..

Me:Titi

Shewascrying.Igotuptogetthetowel.

Me:What'swrong?

Titi:I'm onmywaytothevillageandI'm lost.

I'm alone,Pulledoverbythesideofaverydark

road



Me:Ithoughtyouweren'tgoingtothevillage

untiltomorrow

Titi:Iwantedtobeoutofhome,Mom andDad

aregettingadivorcebecauseofme

Me:What?

Titi:YouneedtocomebackEllathingsare

goingbadathome

MTHUNZI

Iwasstandingbythebalcony,Worriedabout

Titi..Ihavebeentryingtocallherbutherlineis

busy..



Icalledoneoftheguysinthesquadcar..

Him:MyLord

Me:Howfarareyou?

Him:Wearealmostthere

Me:Hurry!

ELLAMHLABA

Me:Idon'tunderstandhowyourmindworks

sometimes,Seehowmuchyoubreakingthe

family?Allforwhat?ForaPrincethatputyouin

secondplace?Aprincewhoismakinga

princesshisfirstwifeandyouseriouslythink



thatyouhaveachance?

Titi:Ididn'tcallyousoyoucanmakemefeel

moreshittyaboutmydecision.I'vecalledyou

becauseIneedmySister.I'm scared

Ibitmytongueatthereferenceofmebeinga

sister...

Me:AllIknowisthatyouawonderfulPerson

andyoudeservesomeonewhoisgoingtolove

youtherightway.Someonewhowillputyouin

firstplace,Someonewhowillmakeyoutheir

world.ThisshityougotgoingwithMthunzi,Is

notgoinganywhereTiti.Youjustgoingtohurt

yourselfmore

Titi:Whereisallofthiscomingfrom now??Ella



Iexpectedyoutounderstand

Me:I'm sorry..Idon't

Titi:Youknowwhat?Belikethat,Beajerk!

Don'tevercallme,Don'ttextme..Idon'twant

nothingtodowithyouanymoreuntilyouget

yourselfsorted.You'vebeennothingbutmean

tomelately,Iam notgoingtodothiswithyou.

Getit??

Ihungup...

MTHUNZI

Iwentbacktothebedroom,Itwasdarkand

Kholiwassleeping.Igotinnexttoher..



Kholi:Isthewifesafenow?

Me:Idon'twannaargue

Kholi:I'm notarguing,I'm justasking

Me:GoodnightPrincess

Kholi:Goodnight

TIERAMHLABA

IwipedmytearswhenIsawheadlights.They

scaredmeatfirst,I'm aloneinthisdarkroad.

I'm avulnerablewoman,Anythingcanhappen.



Mymom'scallcamethrough..

Me:Ma

Ma:Ithinkweontheroadwhereyousayyouin

Me:Arethoseyourheadlights?

Ma:Wecomingdowntheroad

Me:Pulloverwhenyouseemycar

Indeedtheypulledover.Shewasthefirstoneto

getoutofthecar..

Ma:Titi!!



Irantowardsher..

Ma:OhhMyGod,ThankyouLord

Shehuggedmeandheldmetight..

Ma:Whatareyoudoing?Yougotmeworried,

Areyouinsane?

Me:Icouldn'tprocessthefactthatyouguysare

divorcingbecauseofme

Ma:Areyoucrazy?Youarenotthereasonwe

divorcing



IsawmyFatherapproaching.Igotscared

becausehehasn'tbeenhappywithmy

decisionslately..

Dad:Titi

Me:I'm sorry

Hehuggedmetoo..

Dad:Yougotusworried

Me:Ithoughtleavingwouldbebestandthat

youguyswouldsortitoutwithoutmebeing

there

Dad:It'snotyourfault,Andsorryifwemade



youfeelthatway

Me:ButIam thereasonyoutwoaredivorcing

Dad:No..There'sotherfactorstoo

Ma:Sowhat'sgoingtohappennow?Areyou

drivingbackhomewithus?

Me:There'sasquadcarthat'ssupposetocome

getmeandescortmetothevillage

Ma:Okaywewillwaitforyouuntilthecargets

here

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouforcoming



Ma:I'm yourMother,There'snowayIwouldn't

havecame.I'm yourMotherit'smydutyto

alwaysbeworriedaboutyou

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERAMHLABA

Mthunziwasveryunhappywithmyleaving

homeunexpectedlysotodrivedownherealone

lateatnight.MyParentsstayedwithmeuntil

thesquadcararrived,Thentheywentoffwith

theirway.Thesquadcardrovebehindme



throughandthrough,MakingsureIarrivedat

thePalacesafeasinstructedbythefutureKing..

Isatatthelongtableashewalkedaround

quietlyso..

Mthunzi:Whatyoudidwascarelessandstupid.

Thisisnothowthingsaredone.Whatifyougot

hurt?Whatifsomethinghappened?Youwere

supposedtoshowuptomorrowwithyour

motherasrequested,Comeinarightfulmanner

notlikeathiefatnight

Me:Alotwashappeningathome,Ineededto

beout

Mthunzi:WeallhavefamilyproblemsTiti,But

wedon'tsneakoutatnight.That's



unacceptable,Makesmelookbadtoyour

family

Me:I'm sorry

Mthunzi:AsmuchasI'm veryangrywithyou

butI'm gladyouheresafe.Youcangoupstairs

andfreshenupthenrest,We'llseeeverything

tomorrow

Me:Okay

Heinstructedoneofthehousemaidstogo

upstairswithmeandhelpmeprepareforbed,

Aswellaspreparethebed..

NOLITHA



Itwasearlyinthemorningataround6am.Iwas

drinkingteaandstandingagainstthefridge.Titi

confirmedgettingtothePalacesafe..Myphone

rang,ItwasElla.Ipickedup

Me:Baby

Ella:HeyNoli

Me:Howareyou?

Ella:Goodandyou?

Me:I'm good,Whyareyoucallingmesoearlyin

themorning.What'swrong?



Ella:Iwannatellyousomething

Me:Okay?

Ella:Couldn'tevensleepbecauseIdidn'tknow

howtotellyouthis

Me:Talktome

Ella:I'm transitioning

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Ella:I'llbeamansoon

Me:Huh?



Ella:Theprochasstarted

Iputthemugonthecounter...

Me:EllaI'm notunderstandingyou,Ididn'teven

knowyouwerelesbian

Ella:I'm bisexual

Me:Bisexualmyfoot!!Whichbisexualdidasex

changeever?AreyoulosingitElla?Whatthe

helliswrongwithyouguys.FirstTitinowyou,

Nooneevercareshowtheyarestupid

decisionsaffectmymarriage?Ornobody

cares??



Ella:Ididn'tseeyoubeingangryatTitiforher

decision

Me:Titiisnotchanginghercompleteidentity,

Ellaareyoumad?SoifyoudecidetodateMen

again..Whatisitgoingtomakeyou?Gay?Ella

I'm donewithyouIswear

Ihungup....

Nkawalkedin..

Nka:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Nka:Areyouokay?



Me:Ellaistransitioningfrom awomantoaman

IknowifIdon'ttellhim he'sgoingtogetmad..

Nka:Whatareyousayingtome?

Me:Shecalledme

Nka:Iam disowningboththesekids

Me:Let'snotbeirrationalplease

Nka:WearegoingtobehonestI'veraisedthese

girlstobeabetterversionofwhotheyareright

now.Theyhavedisappointedmebeyond..They



nolongermine

TIERAMHLABA

Igotoutofbed..

Maid:I'vepreparedwaterforherhighness

Me:Youreallydon'thavetoo.Icanpreparemy

ownbathingwater

Shelookeddown..

Me:Thankyousomuch

Shebowedalittleandwalkedout,Kholiwe



walkedin..

Kholi:Ifyouaregoingtobeapartofroyaltyyou

needtoactit.Wehaveourownpersonal

helpers

Ismiledalittle..

Me:Kholiwe

Kholi:Tierahowkindofyoutograceuswith

yourpresence.Washopingyouwoulddoit

earliertodayinsteadoflastnight

Me:WhatcanIsay?I'm arebel?

Isawasmirkonherface..



Kholi:IthinkI'm goingtolikeyou

Me:I'llbelikingyoutoo,Hopefully

Kholi:WellItriedbutunfortunatelytherewasn't

anythingIcoulddowithregardstoyourdress

fortoday.Ididn'tknowyoursize

Sheglancedatmeupanddown..

Kholi:Iwasgoingtoborrowyouoneofmy

dresses,Idoubtitwouldfityou.Youslightly

bigger

Me:I'llwearmine



Kholi:Problem solvedthen

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Kholi:Lateritis

PROPHETNKA

IcalledEllabeforedrivingoff..

Ella:Uncle

Me:What'sthisIhearaboutyoubecominga

man?Ellaareyoumental?

Ella:Titiisinapolygamousmarriage,Nooneis



sayingsomething

Me:Ididsaysomething..Idid!!Nowyoualso

disappointingmeverymuchso

Ella:Thisismylife

Me:Thenletyourlifebe

Ihungup...

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA



"Ellahasdecidedtoturnherselfintoacomplete

man,Youhavedecidedtogiveuponyourfuture

foramanwhoisputtingyouatsecondplace.I

don'thaveaproblem withthat,Myonlyproblem

isthatifhetrulylovedyou.Hewasgoingtolet

youfinishschool.Hedisrespectedme,We

talkedandhechosetodisrespectme.Idolove,

There'snoquestionaboutthat,ButyouandElla

havedecidedthatyouareadultsnowand

wannaliveyourlivesaccordingtohowyousee

fit.I'm notgoingtosaynothingaboutthatand

onthat,I'm justgoingtoremovemyselffrom

youguysandhopethesedecisionsyou've

made.Youcanlivewiththem..Bothofyou!!

Love

Dad"



Ihearhismessageveryclear,Buttheshockof

italliswhathesaidaboutElla.Itriedcalling

Ellabutshedidn'tpickup..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandtheQueenwalkedin.She

wasinherbestredroyaloutfitwithgold

jewellery..

Shelookedatme..

Queen:Iassumeyounotready

Istoodup..



Me:ActuallyIam ready

Queen:Whereisyouroutfit?

Me:Iam wearingmydress

Queen:Wecan'tteachyouhowtobehaveas

royaltythenalsoteachyouhowtodress,Some

otherthingsarejustcommonsense

Somandlakaziwalkedin..

Som:Igotyourdress,Sorryittooklong

Queen:I'llbeoutside



Shewalkedout..

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhyIcan'tjustwearmy

ownclothes

Som:Youareroyalty,Youneedtoactlikeone

Me:Wheredidyougetthedress?

Som:Iaskedtheroyaltailortomakeit,Hopeit

willfit

Me:Ididn'task

Som:Iknow,ButItookituponmyself



consideringyouhadalotonyourmind

Me:Ican'twearsomethingfrom you

Som:ComeonTiti.Youuselesstomenow,You

areincommotionwithyourDad.Youareweak

spiritually.Younotathreattome.Iam helping

yousoyoudon'tgooutthereandembarrass

yourself,WhywouldIwastemypowerson

someonethatisuseless?I'm sorrythe

differencebetweenGoodandevilisthat.Evil

doesn'tworkwithuseless,Onlygoodcanmake

whatisuseless,useful.Wedon'tdothatwe

wantyouuseful,Butyoualreadyknowthat

Sheputthedressonthebed..

Som:Juststayoutofmywaythat'sallI'm



saying

Shewalkedout....

NOLITHA

Ifixedhistie,Heshowedmethemessageshe

senttothekids..

Me:Iunderstandyourfrustration,Iunderstand

yourpainbutpleasedon'texpectmetodisown

thekids

Nka:I'm notexpectingyoutodisownthem,I've

disownedthem.Youdon'thavetoo

Me:I'm stillmadthough,EspeciallyElla



Nka:Thatoneisworse,Titicancomebackand

fixherlife.Ellacannotrevertbacktobeinga

woman

Me:Wellit'salongprocesssoifshe'sgoing

throughandthroughwithit,meansshe'smade

upherdecision

(Silence)

Nka:I'm sorry

Me:For?

Nka:Thedivorcesituation



Me:Yousaidthatthere'sotherreasonswhyyou

divorcingme

Nka:OnlysaidthatsothatIdon'tmakeherfeel

bad

Me:Areyoulyingtomeortoyourself?

Nka:IfIwantedtodivorceyou,Iwould'velong

doneit

Me:Ihopeso

Stagemanager:Prophet,Weonin5min

Nka:Youstaying?



Me:I'llstay

TIERA

Iwasdressedandprepared,Iwasdressedin

thedressthatSom gaveme.Ilookedgoodinit

nolie,SamecolourasKholi.

IwalkedtoMthunzi'sbedroom,Thedoorwas

slightlyopen.Iheardgigglingandtalking.I

peepedthrough..

Kholi:Dowereallyhavetowaitforthatlong?

Mthunzi:Seeingyoulookingthisgood,Inow

havesecondthoughts



Kholi:Youcangetmeoutofthisdressin5min

Mthunzi:Giveme2min

BeforetheycouldkissIknocked..

Mthunzi:Comein

Iopenedthedoor,Hequicklyletgoofher..

Mthunzi:Love

Kholi:I'llgiveyoutwosomespace

Shewalkedoutwithasmirkonherface.



Mthunzi:Lookatyou,Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou..Somandlakazikeptthisdress

forme

Mthunzi:Remindmetothankher

Iwalkedtothebedandgothisshirt..

Me:Thinkyoushouldbegettingdonewith

dressinguptoo

Mthunzi:Iwasstilldressingup

Ihandedittohim,Hetookit..



Mthunzi:Thankyou

Me:I'llwaitinmyroom

Mthunzi:No..Iwannawalkdownwithyou

Me:Kholiistheprincess,Thoughtyouwere

goingtowalkdownwithher

Mthunzi:Andyoutheloveofmylife,Iwanna

walkdownwithyou

Me:Okay

ELLA



Dr:Okay..Hereweare

Shelookedaatme..

Dr:Areyoureadytodothis?

Me:I'm ready..CanItakevideos?

Dr:Uhm fornowyessure,Butwhenyougo

under..No

Me:Thankyou

Ihaven'ttakenpicssinceIstartedthisprocess,

NowIwill.Ihavedecidedtogopublicwithmy



transition.Idon'tcarewhosayswhat,Idon't

careaboutmyfamilyanymore..

.
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NOLITHA

Iwassittingjustnexttothecameraman

watchingNkadohisthing,AtthesametimeI

wasonsocialmedia.Titipostedapictureof

herselfinabeautifuldress.I'm justverysad

thatIwon'tbeabletobeapartofthemost

importantdayofherlife,Butthesekidsare

grown.Theyallowedtomaketheirown

decisionsandifthedecisionisbadthey'lllearn



from it..

Nka:Untilnexttime,Beblessed

Stagemanager:Andcut

Hewasalonetodayonhisshow,Hediditalone.

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Greatshow

Nka:Thankyou,Andthankyouforsticking

around

Me:LikeIwouldgoanywhere



Nka:Let'stakeaweekendaway,Nextweek.

Anywhereyouwannago

Me:Areyousure?

Nka:Wedeserveit,Afterallthestresswiththe

kids

Me:Wedoindeed.I'llcheckwherewecango

TIERA

IwalkeddownwithMthunzi,ThenKholicame

andstoodnexttousasNkawastoaddressthe

people.Iwasstandingonhisleft,Kholionhis

right..



Mthunzi:AsyourKing,Isawfitthatbeforemy

inauguration.Ishouldaddressthissituation.

Standingnexttomearemywives.Princess

KholisiwebeingthefirstwifeandmyladyTiera

beingthesecondandlastwife.Todayweare

welcomingTieraintoourvillage,IntothePalace.

Theyclappedhandsandstartedululating.

Mthunzi:Thankyouforthesupportandwarm

welcome,Nowweareofftogoandvisitthe

burialgroundofmyforefatherstointroducemy

secondwife

Theyclappedagain,ThenthePraisesinger

startedcallingouttheirclannames..

Queen:Thisisajoke



Mthunzi:What'sthesituationnow?

Queen:Acommonerbeingintroducedtoour

ancestorswithoutherfamilybeinghere,They

takingusasajoke.Unlesstheydon'tapprove

ofthis

Mthunzi:Notnowplease,PlusAmahleisonher

wayback

MysisterAmahletookasolominitrip,She's

comingbacktoday..

Som:Let'sgo

PRINCESSAMAHLE(MTHUNZI'SSISTER)



Iglanceddownatthepregnancytest,Itwas

positive..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Sunny:Areyouokay?Weneedtoleave

Me:I'm fine

Itookatrip,MyfamilythoughtIwasgoing

alonebutmyboyfriendSunnytaggedalong.I've

beensexualwithhim eversincefrom back

homethusfar,NowI'm pregnant.

Iputthepregnancytestinthebinandwalked

out..



Sunny:Areyouokay?Wegoingtomissour

flight

Me:I'm fineLet'sgo

Heheldmyhandandwewalkedout..

TIERA

Itwasveryquietinourcarasweweredrivingto

thecemetery.Thedresswasmakingmehot,

Thematerialusedistoothickandtheweather.

Thesunhascomeouttoplay..

Kholi:Areyouokay?



Me:Justfeelinghot

Kholi:Royaltyoutfitstendtodothatwhenyou

notusedtothem

Iignoredherstatement..

Kholi:Ifyoufeellikeyougoingtofaint,Please

saysowecanturnbackandyouchange

Me:IneversaidI'm goingtofaint

Kholi:Youwillbedrenchinginswea-

Mthunzi:Kholiplease..Yougivingmea

headache



Kholikeptquiet...

QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Tellmesomethinghealer,Whyarewe

doingthis?Whenyouknowverywellthe

ancestorsdon'tapprove.Thisgirldidn'teven

getblessingsathome

Som:Trusttheplan,Trusttheprocess

Me:You'vebetrayedmeafewtimes

Som:YouthoughtIbetrayedyoubutthisisall

partoftheplan



Me:Whichpart?

Som:Mthunzi'sreignfallingbeforeheeven

starts

Me:WhyshouldItrustyou?

Som:Becausehe'sgoingtobetrayme,He's

goingtohavemySonexecuted

Me:What?

Som:AndI'm goingtoruinhislife,Startingfrom

now!

Me:Youaregoingtohavehim executeyour

Son?



Som:Ineedthatmotivationfrom anger,pain

andhatredtoruinhim

Me:ThisIneedtosee

Som:It'salreadystarting

TIERA

Wearrivedatthecemetery,Thedriverparked

justbythegraves.Doorsopenedandwegot

out,Thesunwashavingnomercyonme..

SomandlakaziandtheQueenwalkeduptous,

TheQueenseemedhappyforsomereason..



Som:Shallwe?

Mthunzi:Afteryouhealer

Wefollowedher..

Queen:Yousweatingit'sdisgusting

Me:Ican'thelpit

Queen:Whatareyoudoinghere?Whydon'tyou

gobackhome?Youdon'tbelonghereandI'll

makesureyoufeelthateverydayforaslongas

I'm stillalive.Littledemonswithanhivstatus

won'tberunningaroundmyhouse

Me:Thehivcommentsarestartingtobore



Queen:Atleasttheystillgettingtoyou

.
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ELLAMHLABA

[3WEEKSLATER]

IwalkedoutofthedoortotheparkedUberthat

Irequestedformyself.Iwasbackathome,

Backtothelandofmyroots.Istillhavemy

vaginaattached,Ihaven'tgonethroughthat

partofthesurgery.Idecidedtocomeback



homeanddoitalongsidemyfamily.There's

nothingleftformeinthestates,Iam jobless

andbroke..

IpushedmyluggagebagandwenttotheUber.

Thedriveropenedthetrunkofthecarforme..

Me:ThankyouMan

Thetestesteroneisworkingovertime,Mixed

withgyming.Itwascreatingmuscles,Itwas

changingmyphysicalappearanceespecially

nowsinceInolongerhavebreasts.Thatpartof

thesurgery,Iwentwithit..

Igotinsidethecarandhestarteddriving.Idon't

knowhowtheygoingtoreceivemeathome,I

didn'teventellIwascoming..



TIERAMHLABA

Mthunzi'sinaugurationhappened,Wherehe

wascrownedtheKingoftheisizweSakwa

Hlomuka.Itwasabigevent,Whereroyalties

cameforthinhissupport.Itwasalongand

exhaustingjourney,Gotallofustired..

Iwasstillrecoveringfrom it.Duringhis

inauguration,HegavemeandKhohliwerings.

Ringstoconfirm thatwewerehisnow,Ringsto

confirm thatwewereintheprocessof

becominghiswives..

Iwokeupthismorningwithaterriblecough,

Bodyachesandfatigue.Iam faithfultomy

medication,Idon'tknowwhyIwasfeelingthis



shitty..

Mypersonalmaidengirlpreparedabathforme

sothatIcouldbathandjoineveryonefor

breakfast..

Iwalkeddownthestairs,Tothetable.Everyone

wasgatheredaround..

Me:Goodmorning

Mthunzigotupandopenedachairforme.Isat

down..

Me:Thankyou

Mthunzi:Howdidyousleep?



Me:Isleptwellthankyou

Icoughed..

Queen:Haimaan!

Me:I'm sorry

Queen:Ifyousickstayinbed,Don'tcomedown

andmixwithus

Mthunzi:Ma

Mthunzilookedatme..



Mthunzi:ButMom isright,Younotfeelingwell.

Youshouldstayinbed,I'm sureHealercan

preparesomethingforyou.Ifitpersists,Wewill

calltheinhouseDr

Me:I'm fine,Justtiredfrom thelongweekend

wehad

Mthunzi:Itwasn'tarequest,Itwasanordermy

love

Ilookedateveryone..

Me:YesmyLord

Som:Let'sgo..They'llbringyoubreakfastin

yourroom



IlookedattheQueen..

Me:I'm undetectablebytheway

Queen:Saythattoyournastycough

Kholichuckled..

ELLA

Ipunchedinthecode,ThegateopenedandI

draggedmyselfinuntilIgottothedoor.Istood

thereandrangthebell.Iwasscared,Idon't

knowwhatawaitsmeontheotherside..



Irangthebellagain..

Nolithaopened.Shestoodthereandlookedat

mewithmybag..

Me:Mom..Hi

Sheclosedhereyesandshookherhead..

Noli:Comehereyou

Shehuggedme,Icouldn'tstopmyselfbycried..

PROPHETNKA

IwasinmyofficewhenIhadavisitor..



Me:ProphetRadebe

Zaine:Prophet

Istoodupandbuttonedmyjacket..

Me:Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming

Zaine:Iwasjustpassingby

Hewalkedin,Weshookhands.Ilookedathim..

Me:Thisisnotasocialvisitisn'tit?

Zaine:I'm afraidnot



Hesatdown..

Me:CanIgetyousomethingtodrink?

Zaine:I'm nothereforlong

Me:Whatisthematter?What'sgoingon?

Zaine:I'm herewithregardstoElla

Me:Okay

Zaine:Haveyoueverwonwhyshe'sthis

troublesome?



Me:Ellahasalwaysbeenatroublesomechild

Zaine:Haven'tyouforgottenthatinyour

Mother'sfamilythere'sanancestralgift?Her

fatherwasatraditionalhealer,Apowerfulone

Me:Iknow..IgotaPropheticgiftfrom the

heavens

Zaine:Yoursisterwassupposedtogetthe

ancestralgiftbutshepassedon.Ella'smom

Ilookedathim..

Me:Noways!

Zaine:Ella'sbiggestguideisGrandpa.Her



dominantGuidehasbeenGrandpa.He'snot

behindher,He'snotinfrontofher.He'swithin

her,Theyareone

Me:Ellaisnottransitioningbecauseshe'sinto

towomen

Zaine:It'sGrandpa.Shehasthespiritof

Grandpa.Allthewomenshe'sbeenattracted

too

Me:It'snother,It'sGrandpa..Theyareoneand

nowhe'sdominating,HowdidInotseethat?

Zaine:YouwerecloudedwithAnger,Youwasn't

listeningtothatvoicewithinyou



Me:Ellaknowsnothingaboutbeingatraditional

healerorthatpartofcultureandtradition

Zaine:Grandpasawthatthepropheticgiftis

dominatingnow,Sowhatabouthis??

Me:Fuck!!Respectfully..

ELLAMHLABA

Itookoutmyviperandsmoked..

Noli:Sincewhendoyousmoke?

Me:Startedrecently,Helpsmetothinkwhen

mymindisclouded



Noli:Isee

Me:IknowI'vedisappointedyou,I'm sorry

Noli:That'snotimportantfornow,butwhyElla?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:IjustfeellikeI'm becomingtherealme,

WhoI'm supposedtobecomeistherealme.I

feelverycomfortablewithit

Noli:Youaretransitioningintoacompleteman

Ella,Youchangingyourwholeidentitywhoyou

areandhowyouwereborn



Me:Ididn'taskforthis..Ididn'tcausethis

Noli:Ella!!

Me:Ineedtoliedown,I'm tired.We'lltalklater

.
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TIERAMHLABA

Ilookedather.Sheputthemedicineonthe

countertop..



Me:Idon'ttrustyou,Youareawitch

Som:Itoldyou,Youareuselesstome

Me:Sowhyareyouhelpingme?Youaredark

Som:Iam helpingyoubecauseIam theroyal

healer,It'smyduty

Me:Okay

Shetookthemedicineandhandedittome.Our

handstouch.Sheputitdownandheldmyhand

tight....

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Som:Thisisasuddenchangeofevents

Sheletgo..

Me:What?

Som:Takeyourmeds,It'llmakeyoudrowsyand

thensleep

Shelefttheroom..

PROPHETNKA

Igothome.NolihadtextedmethatEllacame

backhometoday..



Me:Whereisshe?

Noli:She'ssleeping

Iwalkedtoherbedroom..

Noli:Honeypleasekeepyourcalm,Iknowyou

angrylet'snotdoherlikehowyoudidTiti.We

can'tloseallourchildren

Iopenedthedoor..

Me:Ella

Noli:Nkaplease



Igentlyshookher,Ellawakeup..

Shewokeup,Isatnexttowhereshewaslaying

andhuggedher..

Me:I'm sosorry

Ella:Abitconfusedbutit'sokay

Webrokethehug..

Me:Tellmesomething,Whoareyouinlove

with

Ella:IknowI'vedisappointedyouandI'm sorry,



I..

Me:Nothat'sokay..That'sforlater..Whoare

youinlovewith,There'sawomanthatyou

inlovewith..Whoisshe?

Noli:Ella??

Titi..Shelookeddown,Shehungherheadin

shame..

Me:Ofcourse,Dadwouldgoforthemost

humble,Mostsweetbutalsostrongwilled

Ella:Wait..Dad??Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Noli:Yeswhatareyoutalkingabout??CanItalk



youinprivate?

Me:We'lltalkbut..Youdon'thavetochange

yoursexualitycompletely,Youcanembrace

bothyoursides.Thefemalesideofyouandthe

malesideofyou

Ella:What?

Noli:Nkaletmetalktoyou

Shegrabbedmyarm andwewalkedout..

Noli:Whatisgoingon?

Me:There'stwospiritualgiftsathome.My

mother'ssideandmyfather'sside.MyMom's



side,theywereprophets.Igotthegiftfrom

there,MysisterElla'smom wassupposedto

getourFather'sgift.Theancestralgift

unfortunatelyshediedsonowEllahasit

Noli:Shutthefrontdoor!!Howthehelldidyour

Parentsmakeitwithtwodifferentgifts?

Me:Theymadeitworkbecauseoursthoughit's

propheticdominantbutit'sspiritual.Wenot

religiousbutspiritual

Noli:What'shappeningtoElla?

Me:EllahasthespiritofDaddeepinsideofher,

Ngwe.Atiger,Forthem toco-existpeacefully

bothofthem havetoacknowledgeeachother's

lives.MeaningEllawasneverbisexualuntilthe



spiritofNgweroseinsideofher

Noli:SoEllathegirlssheattractorfallinlove

withthem,It'snother?

Me:No..It'sthespiritofNgwe.That'swhyI

don'twantherchangingjusttobeonasafe

side.Whatiftomorrowshewakesupand

decideIwannadateaman?

Ella:Iwon't

Noli:Ellaeavesdroppingisrude..ImeanNgwe,I

mean..Am Ievenallowedtoreprimandher?

Me:Yes..She'sstillourDaughterthatwillnever

change



Ella:IloveTiti,IwannabewithherandIwanna

marryher

Noli:Titiisabouttogetmarried

Ella:Titihasn'texperiencedtruelove,Shehasn't

methertruelove

Me:Apersonhasmorethanonesoulmate

Noli:Thisneedswine..Ifeelli-..Canwedrink

wine?

Me:Yesofcourse



MTHUNZI

IlookedatSunnybusywiththehorses,Iwentto

him..

Me:Sunny

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Sunny:MyLord

Hebowedalittle..

Me:Youhandlethehorseswell

Sunny:Theyaregoodcreatures,Verycalm and



obidient

Me:Iknowyouandmysisterhavesomething

goingon

Sunny:MyLord

Me:It'sokayI'm notmad

Sunny:Younot?

Me:Notatall

Sunny:IftheQueenwasstillinpower,I'dbe

dead



Me:GoodthattheQueenisnotinpower

Sunny:MyLord..Youarejustandafairking

Me:Thankyou

PROPHETNKA

Me:Ellatrustme,IfthiswaseasyI..I'm sorry

Ella:It'sokay..I'llacceptit

Me:Youwill?

Ella:Yes



Noli:Elladoyouunderstandwhat'sgoingon?

Ella:Grandpavisitsmeinmydreams,Hehas

forawhile.He'sinacavewithtigers.Mylife

wasamessbutafterhisvisits,Hiswrath..I

finallyhaveanidentity,IfinallyknowwhoIam

andI'm happyforachange

Noli:AnancestralgiftisnoteasyElla

Ella:It'snoteasywhenit'sthespiritofthe

waters

Me:Theonlyhardpartisgoingtothecave,

beingthereforawhiletoconnectwiththe

ancestors



Noli:Shehastogotoacave?

Me:That'swhereshe'llalsolearnhowtoheal

withdifferentplants,SheneedstogogetDad's

bag..It'sguardedbytigers

Noli:MyDaughterisnotgoingtoacavefullof

tigers

Me:Itiswell

Ella:ThenIsaveTitifrom thisShameofa

marriage

Noli:Thatwon'tbetoohard

Me:Itwill..Mthunziwon'tletgo,AndMthunzi



hasaSomandlakazi

Ella:IjustneedtoseeTiti..Tomorrowwe

drivingdowntothevillage

Noli:Okay..Anotherglassplease

.
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MTHUNZI

IsignedthelastdocumentwhenSomandlakazi

walkedin..



Me:HealerjustthePersonIwantedtosee

Theministerleft..

Me:HowisTiti?

Som:She'llbefine,Igavehersomethingto

makehersleep

Me:Thankyou

Som:DoyouknowthataPersoncanhavemore

thanonesoulmate?

Me:Iknowthat



Som:I'm justsayingbecause..Whatifyouare

notthesoulmateshe'smeanttobewith

Me:That'scrazy,Titilovesme.Ilovehertoo

andwewannabetogether,Wewillbetogether.

Noonewillstandintheway

Som:Isee

Me:Istheresomethingyouwannasay?

Som:No..There'snothing

TIERA



Whatevershegaveme,Madememadhella

drowsy..

Myphonerang,ItwasElla'sSAnumber..

Me:Hello

Ella:Heybabe,Howareyou?

Me:Notfeelingtoogood..Youback?

Ella:Iam forgood

Me:Why?Whathappened?

Ella:NothingIjustfeltlikecomingbackhome



Me:Youhatehome

Ella:Thingshavechanged

Me:Whathaschanged?

Ella:LongstoryBabe,ButImissyou

Me:Imissyoutoo

Ella:TomorrowI'm comingtherewithDadand

Mom

Irosemyheadfrom thepillow..



Me:Huh?

Ella:Wecomingdownthere

Me:IthoughtMom andDaddidn'twant

anythingtodowithmeanymore

Ella:AsI'vesaid..Thingshavechanged

Me:Iwouldlovetoseeyouguys,I'llletMthunzi

know

Ella:Howarethingsbetweenyoutoo?

Me:Theygood



Ella:Gladtohear..I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:Okay

Ella:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thatwasthebestphonecall,Them comingwill

bethebestvisit..

ELLAMHLABA

Idroppedthecigarettebudonthefloorand

steppedonit..



IwentbackinsidethehouseandMom was

cooking..

Me:Wecould'veordered

Ma:Nonsense..Andletyoumissmycooking

Me:Ihavebeenmissedit

Ma:That'swhyI'm cookingyourfavouritedish

Me:Thankyou

Ma:I'm proudofyou

Me:Youare?



Ma:Yes

Me:Thenyou'llbeproudmoretoknowthatI

won'tbedoingthesexchange,Mybreastswere

thelast

Ma:Wasitpainful?

Me:Postsurgerywas,Iwannadotattooson

thescars

Ma:Okay

Me:IsDadokaywithusgoingtovisitTiti

tomorrow?



Ma:He'sokaywithit

Me:That'sbetter

Ma:Itwon'tbeeasygettingTitiback

Me:Iknow

Ma:Titiholdsreligiousviewsclosetoherheart

Me:She'snotinsupportofHomosexuality

Ma:Didn'twannaoutrightandsayit

Me:We'llsee



QUEENHLOMUKA

KholiandIweresittingoutsideeatingfruits.

Me:Ihopeit'sAids.Ihopeshediesfrom it

Kholi:Thatiswrong

Me:Youwerealsothinkingit

Kholi:HonestlyspeakingIdon'tunderstandwhy

she'sstillhere.Thisissad

Me:IfIwasstillQueen

Kholi:It'salright,Itwon'tlast



TIERA

MthunziwalkedinrightwhenIwasgettingout

ofbed..

Mthunzi:Whatareyoudoing?

Hewasholdingatray..

Me:Ineedsomefreshair

Mthunzi:Whatyouneedistostayinbed

Me:I'm tired



Heputthetrayaway..

Mthunzi:Let'sgetyououtsidethen

Hewalkedoverandtookmysleepers,Isat

downonthebedandheputthem on..He

helpedmeup..

Mthunzi:Let'sgogetfreshairinthegarden

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Me:Myfamilyiscomingtomorrowtovisit

Mthunzi:Really?



Me:Yes

Mthunzi:That'sgood..Right?

Me:Verygood

Mthunzi:Watchyourstep

Me:Thankyou

Mthunzi:Ihaveabigannouncementtomake,

I'm happythey'llbehereforit

Me:Whatannouncement?

Mthunzi:You'llheartomorrow



ELLAMHLABA

Dad:ASomandlakazihasneverbeenabletobe

killed

Me:Onlywithaspecialbladethroughherheart

thatcankillboththebodyandhersoulsoshe

doesn'treincarnate

Dad:Wherecanwegetone?

Me:Idon'tknowasyetbutI'vebeenseeingitin

mydreams

Dad:Howarethedreams?



Me:Notasintenseastheyusedtobe

Dad:That'sgood,You'llgetusedtoit

Me:Iwill,ButMthunzineedstoknowthatI'm

comingforhim togetwhat'smine

.
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TIERA

IwassohappythismorningwhenIwokeup.

Knowingmyfamilywascomingforavisit.The



Queenseemeduninterestedlastnightwhen

sheheardthenewsbutIdidn'tcare,Ididn'tcare

aboutherandIwasnotgoingtoletherruinthis

dayforme..

Iwokeupearlytohelpthehousemaidsprepare

afeastforthem..

Me:Pleasemakesureukuthingalayouputboth

wineandawaterglass

Maid:YesMalady

Me:Thankyou

Mthunziwalkeddown..



Mthunzi:Whatareyoudoing?

Hewasinhisgown,Itwasearlythough.Around

6am..

Me:I'm helping

Mthunzi:Youaresick

Me:Ifeelbettertoday

Mthunzi:Youshouldn'tevenbedoingthis,The

housemaidsgotitcovered

Me:Iknowhowmyfamilylikethingsso..



Mthunzi:Whenyoudone,Iwantyouwellrested

Me:Iwillbe

PRINCESSKHOLISIWE

Kholi:Titi??

Iknockedagain,Ididn'tgetanyresponse.

Ilookedaroundandopened,Thenwalkedin.I

lookedaroundandsearchedthroughher

drawers.Itookherunderwearwithher

matchingbraandthenquietlywalkedoutagain

tomyroom..

ELLAMHLABA



Iopenedmyeyesgaspingforair..

Ma:AreyouokayBaby?

Me:I'm fine

Dad:Soundedlikeyouwokeupfrom abad

dream

Me:It'sjustuncomfortablewakinguptoa

movingcar

Dad:Areyousure?

Me:I'm sure..Howfararewe?



Dad:Nottoofar

Me:Okay

Ihadadream butIwasrememberingbitsand

piecesofit.Isawawomanholdingstealingand

holdingTiti'sunderwearwithhermatchingbra..

Itwasaheavydream,Carriedalotofdarkness..

Itookmybottleofwateranddrankfrom it..

TIERA

Me:Youdon'thavetodothisdoyouknow?



Mthunzi:Idon'tmind,Somequalitytime

Me:Okayputmoremayo

Hedid..

Kholiwalkedintothekitchen..

Kholi:Thisiswhereyouhiding

Mthunzi:Goodmorning

Kholi:Goodmorning

Shelookedatme..



Kholi:Titi

Me:Kholi

Kholi:Youdon'thavetodothis,Especiallyafter

last..Youmustbetired

Mthunzi:Idon'tmind

Kholi:Thankyouforthenight,Ithoughtthe

chambersweregoingtocrumble

Idroppedthespatula,Ipickeditupandwentto

putitinthesink..

Mthunzi:Canwehelpyouwithsomething?



Kholi:Ijustwantedtomakecoffeebut..I'll

comebacklater

Shewalkedout...

Mthunzi:Areyoualrightthere?

Me:SoyouandKholiarefinallygettingitdown?

Mthunzi:Wouldthatbeaproblem?Sheismy

wifetooafterall

Me:Ijustthoughtthattherehadtobemarriage

first



Mthunzi:Titi

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Tellmesomething,Wehaven'thadaction

forawhilewhereexactlyareyougettingit

from??

Mthunzi:Yourfamilyiscomingover,They

finallycomingaroundisthathowyouwanna

welcomethem?Usfighting?

Me:IjustthoughtIneededtheheadsup

Mthunzi:Headsup??Whatheadsup?You

agreedtothis!!



Me:Wow..Pleaseleavethekitchen

Mthunzi:Pleaseleavethekitchen..MyLord

Hewipedhishandsandthenwalkedout..

ELLAMHLABA

IwasnervouswithTitiseeingthenewme.The

changedMe,Ilookdifferentthanthelasttime

shesawme..

Whatifshedoesn'tlikethenewme?Whatif

shedismissesme?

Ididn'tknowthatyoucanbeinloveandlove

someonethismuch.Someonethatyouhaven't



evenbeenintimatenoraffectionatewith..

Idrankmywateragain..

PRINCESSKHOLI

Mthunziwalkedintothebedroom..

Mthunzi:And??

Iwasabouttobath..

Me:Andwhat?

Mthunzi:Thatstunt?



Me:Sheismysisterwifeandsheneedsto

knowthatweshareaman,Amanthatweboth

goingtosleepwith

Hewalkedtothedoorandclosedit..

Mthunzi:Doyouhavecondoms?

Me:Ido

.
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TIERA



Nowthattherealityofthingswascomingtrue,I

didn'tknowhowtohandleit.Ididn'tknowhow

tohandlesharingmymanwithanotherwoman,

ButIsatdownandthoughtitout.ThisiswhatI

wanted,ThisiswhatIchose.IrealizedthatI

must'veoverreacted,Sowhenweweredone

withthesetting.IwalkedupstairstoMthunzi's

room totalktohim.HopingIwon'twakehim up

from hissleep..IpassedbyKholi'sroom.The

doorwashalfopen,Therewasmoaningtaking

place.Ipeepedthrough.Shewasontopofhim,

Moaningoutloud.Hishandscaressingher

back.Hepulledhertowardshim,Makingherfall

onhim.Myheartbrokeintoamillionpieces.I

walkedawayandwenttomybedroom..

PRINCESSAMAHLE



Ilookedatthepregnancytestagain,ThenI

lookedattheUniversityapplicationforms.

Itookmyphoneandsearchedthroughclinics,

Doctorsthatcanhelpwithabortion.

Iam goingtoabortandthengotoschool,

Escapethislifeofroyalty.Mymotherisnot

goingtoacceptthis,AcceptSunnyandI.Isee

howTieraisbeingtreated,Iseewhatshe's

goingthroughandIdon'twantmyrelationship

tobethatundermined.Iam notgoingtodoit,

Sometimesloveisnoteverything....

TIERA

Youknowwhenpainhitsyou,Thatyourchest

closes.That'showIfelt,That'showthereality



ofthingswashittingme..

Myphonevibrated.ItwasElla.Iclearedmy

throat..

Me:Hi

Ella:GoodmorningBabe

Me:Morning

Ella:Yougood?DidIwakeyouup?

Me:NoIwasactuallyup,Iwashelpingwiththe

preparations



Ella:We1hourawayorso

Icheckedthetime,Itwas8am now..

Me:Can'twaittoseeyouguys

Ella:Can'twaittoseeyoutoo

Me:Seeyouthen

Ella:Areyousurethatyouokay?

Me:YesIam

Ella:Okaythen..Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

ELLAMHLABA

Mom:She'sawake?

Me:Sheis

Mom:Okaywealmostthere

Me:Shesoundeddown

Dad:How?

Me:Notasenthusiasticashowshewas

yesterday



Mom:Wellitisstillearly

Me:Yaamaybeshewasstillsleeping

KHOLI

Thatwasagreatsexsession.Whenaman

hasn'thadactioninawhile,Youcantell.What

hasTierabeendoing?...

Ihuggedhim from behindashestoodinfront

ofthemirror..

Me:Thatwaswow



Mthunzi:Youweren'tavirginwereyou?

Ibrokethehug..

Mthunzi:Youlied?

Me:Ihaven'thadsexinawhile

Mthunzi:Butyouweren'tavirginright?Youtoo

experiencedandlaidbackforavirgin

Me:No

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Mthunzi:YouliedKholi!Howam Isupposedto



trustyou?

Me:OhhpleaseMthunzi..Youareaboutto

marryawomanthat'shivpositive,Awoman

thatcaninfectmetoo.Throughyou!!

Mthunzi:I'venevermadeitasecret,Ididn't

keepitasecretfrom you

Me:Itstilldoesn'tmakemecomfortable!SoI

wasn'tavirginyes,It'snothingcomparedto

whatyou'vebrought

Mthunzi:Wedonehere

Me:Seeyouatthebreakfasttable!



Hewalkedout...

TIERA

Icouldn'tevensleep.WhenIwastryingtolie

down,Mychestwouldcloseup.I'dfeelthe

hotnessrisingupfrom mychesttomythroat.

Couldn'tgetthepictureofthem doingitoutof

mymind..

Itwasheartbreaking.Iclosedmyeyesandtook

abreath..

Me:Yousignedupforthis,YouloveMthunzi.

Andyouaregoingtopullthrough,Youaregoing

topullthrough

.
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TIERA

WhentheyarrivedatthePalace,Istoodatthe

doorwaitingforthem.Ichosetoputwhat

happenedorwhatIsaw,Atthebackofmyhead.

Ididn'twantwhathappenedthismorningto

ruinthedayI'm goingtohavewithmyfamily.I

haven'tseenthem forawhileandI'vebeen

anticipatingthisday,Them finallycoming

throughandacceptingmynewlife..

Theycardrovein,Myheartjumpedinjoy.I

walkedtothecar.TheyparkedandDadcame



outfirst..

Dad:Titi

Iwentandhuggedhim.Iappreciatehim more

forbeinghere,Knowinghowharditwasforhim.

Igavehim thelongesthug..

Mom camethrough,Ihuggedhertoo..

Mom:It'sgoodtoseeyoubaby

Me:It'sgoodtoseeyoutoo

Ilookedatthecar..



Me:Ella??

Mom:Uhm..There'ssomethingweneedtotell

you

Me:Tellmewhat?She'shereright?Shecame?

Mom:ShedidbutEllaisnolongerhowyou

know

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Thebackdooropened,Shecameout.Ididnot

expectthis.Indeedshelookeddifferent.

Me:Ella??



Ella:Notwhatyouquiteexpectedhuh??

Me:Notatall..Imean..Wow

Ella:You'veknownthatI'm bisexualright?

Me:Yesbutnowyoulooklesbian

Ella:Goodthing?

Me:Shockingthing

Ella:You'llgetusedtome

Mom:Titi..Aren'twegoingin?



Me:Yesweare..Let'sgoin

IhuggedElla..

Me:Goodtoseeyou

Shepickedmeupalittle..

Ella:Goodseeingyoutoo

Weallwalkedintothehouse.TheHlomuka

familywasalreadygatheredaroundthetable..

Me:Everyone,Pleasemeetmyfamily.MyDad,

ProphetNka,MyMom andmySisterElla



Queen:Waitwhat?That'syoursister

Me:Yes

Queen:Idon'tgetit

Kholi:She'slesbian

Queen:Lesbian?What'swrongwiththisfamily?

Amahle:Ma..

Nolitha:Thankyouforwelcomingusintoyour

warm fakebigPalace



Queen:Fake?

Nolitha:I'm surethesewallshidedeepanddark

secrets

Queen:Forsomeonewhodoesn'thaveher

familyknitted,Youcanrunyourmouth

Nolitha:Atleastwenotfake,Whatyouseeis

whatyouget

Queen:Andyoumustbeaproudmother

Nolitha:Veryproud.Mykidsgettolivetheirtrue

livesanddon'thavetohidebehindtheroyalty

title



Mthunzi:Okay..Uhm..Youwelcome,Andthank

youfordecidingtobraceuswithyourvisit

today

Weallsatdown..

Mthunzi:I'm sureyoualreadyknowmyfamily

well,Butwedohavenewfaces.Thisis

PrincessKholimyfirstwife.Titi'ssisterwife,

ThisisSomandlakaziourPalacehealer

Somandlakazi'seyeskeptonjumpingfrom my

DadtoElla,From EllatomyDad.Iunderstand

bothcases,DadisaProphetandEllaislooking

different.Masculine,Lesbianandthisfamilyis

superjudgemental.

Shestoodup..



Som:MyLord,I'llbeinmychamber

Mthunzi:Verywell

Ella:MyLord?

Me:That'showtheyaddresstheKing

Ella:HowaboutmyKing?Orsomething

Dad:Let'sallsitdownandrespect

Weallsatdown..

Thisisgoingtobeaverylongbreakfast.Ella



wassittingnexttome,KholinexttoMthunzi..

5minintoit,Everyonewaschitchattingwith

someone.EllaandIweretalkingaboutour

childhoodandotherthings..

Ella:Youdroppedyournapkin

Shepickeditupandputitonmythighs..

Me:Thankyou

Shekissedmeonmycheek,Andwipedthat

areawithherthumb..

Mthunzi:MayIbeexcused?



Wealllookedathim..

Mthunzi:Enjoytherestofthebreakfastbuffet,

I'llsurebeseeingyouguysoutwhenyouleave

Hestoodup..

Kholi:Areyouokaymylove?

Mthunzilookedatherandsmiled..

Mthunzi:I'm okayIjustneedsomefreshair

Hewalkedout..



Mom:Atleastmykidsdon'tleavethetable

whilstguestsarearound

TheQueenlookedather..

MyMom hasthisthingofthrowingsly

comments,Ofbeingsavageandthrowshade

afteraglassofwine..

Queen:Excuseme

Mom:OhhboyandhereIwasthinkingmy

familywasdysfunctional

Me:Mom

Mom:I'm sorryifyoutalkaboutmykidslike



that,I'llcomeforyourlife

MTHUNZI

IwenttoSomandlakazi'schamber..

Me:Healer

Shewasbusywithherherbs..

Som:MyLord,MayIbeofanyhelp?

Me:I..Idon'tknowifmymindisplayinggames

onmebut

Som:But?



Me:Titiandhersister,Isawsomesparkthere,I

mightbecrazy.Imightbeoverseeingthingsbut

beingthatcomfortablewitheachother,Ididn't

geta"Sibling"vibe

Som:I'm sureyouwerejustseeingthings

Me:WasI?

Som:YesmyLord

Me:MaybeIwas,afteralltheynotblood

siblingssoanythingcanhappenbutTitiis

Christian.Shewouldn'tbehomosexual

Som:Exactly!!



.
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TIERA

Thebreakfastwentwell,WithoutMthunziand

hisMotheralsoleftthetableshortly.Couldn't

takemyMother'scomments..

EllasuggestedwewalkaroundthefieldssoI

couldshowherthevillage..

Wewalkedandheadedhighuptherocks,She

helpedmeup.Awholelotstrongerthanbefore..



Ella:Thisplaceisbeautiful

Me:Itis

Wesatdownononeoftherocks..Wehad

broughtwaterbottleswith..

Ella:Tellmesomething,Howisyour

relationshipwithyoursisterwife?

Me:She'sokay,Abitannoyingbutokay

Ella:Tellmesomething

Me:Yes?



Ella:Whatexactlyisthesituationwithyouand

Mthunzi?Areyoutrulyinlovewithhim oryou

justenjoytheideaofbeinginlove?Beingwith

someone?Becauseyoufeellikenooneelse

canloveyou?

Me:Hivisstillastigma,Peoplelikeusit'snot

easyforustofindandexperiencetruelove.You

can'tgetamerekissinarelationshipwithout

yourpartnerfeelinglikeyouwillinfecthim

Ella:Howdoyouknowthatsomeoneelsewon't

loveyouifyou'venevertriedopeningyourheart

tosomeoneelse?Mthunziistheveryfirst

relationshipyou'vehadandit'sokaythatit

seemsasiflikehe'syoursoulmatebutareyou

reallyhappy?



Me:Idon'tknowElla

Ella:Yougaveupyourwholelifeforhim

Me:AndthisiswhyI'm tryingtomakeitwork

Ella:Exactlyworkhow?Bybeinghissecond

best?

Me:Ella

Ella:OkayI'm sorry..Ijustthinkthiswholething

isridiculous

Me:Speakingoflove,Haveyoufoundsomeone?



Ella:Notyet,She'sprobablyouttherewith

someoneelsethinkingtheygoingtoget

married

Ilaughed..

Me:Somethingisdifferentaboutyou

Ella:Youmeanmyphysicalappearance?

Me:Notthat..Evenyourspirit..Youseem more

groundednow

Ella:Itry

MTHUNZI



Iwalkedaroundherchambers..

Som:I'm sorrymyLord

Me:Whatthefuckareyoutellingme?

Ihadtobeatthetruthoutofher,Notliterally..

Me:Ella??AndTiera?Theylikesisters.They've

takeneachotherassisters

Som:Notbloodrelated

Me:YoutellingmethatImightlosemysoonto

bewife,Toawoman?Hersister?



Som:EllahasthespiritofherGrandfather

withinher,Ngwe

Me:Idon'tcareifshehasanAngelinsideofher,

Butthisisunacceptable..Ican'tacceptit

Som:Titiwillchoosebetweenyoutwo,

Whoeverherheartchoosesshe'llbewiththat

person

Me:Iam notheretoplayloveroulettewithElla,

Titiismywife.Titiisstraight

Som:Unfortunatelylovedoesn'tknowgender

Me:YoumustnotunderstandwhatI'm saying.



I'm notlosingmywifetothat..Dosomething!

Som:MyLord,Toyingwithdarkmagicthere'sa

pricetopay

Me:Dowhatyouneedtodo,OrIwill

Som:YesmyLord

TIERA

Ella:Don'tyoumissschool?

Me:Idoalot

Shenodded..



Me:IknowwhatIdidisdisappointing

Ella:I'm notheretojudge

Me:Iwishyouguyscouldstayforlonger

Ella:Maybewe'llcomebacksoon

Me:Whydon'tyoustayforacoupleofdays?

Shechokedonherwaterandcoughed..

Ella:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea,Mthunziand

Iwegoingtokilleachother



Me:Icouldusehavingsomeonearound,

Someoneaffiliatedwithme

Ella:Titi

Iheldherhand..

Ella:Okaywe'llsee

NOLITHA

Iwaswalkingaroundthegardenwithmy

Husband..

Me:IsitmeorMthunziandTieraseemedcold

aroundthetable?



Nka:Isawthattoo

Me:Heseemedmoreaffectionatewithhis

otherwife

Nka:AllwecandoispraythatTitiseesthis

situationbeforeitgetsoutofhand

Me:Yaa..HowdoyoufeelaboutEllaandTiti?

Nka:Iam notencouragingitbecauseEllaismy

Niece,I'm encouragingitbecauseIdofeellike

Titiwillexperiencetruelove.Findherself,And

beanindependentwoman.Ellaseemsmore

practicalandlevelheadedthanMthunzi



Me:That'strue..It'sgoingtobehardforTiti.

Someoneyou'veseenasasistermostofyour

lifetofindthatshe'sinlovewithyou

Nka:They'llmakeitwork

TIERA

Me:Weshouldgetback

Ella:Ithinksotoo

Shestoodupfirstandhelpedmeup..

Ella:Yougood?



Me:Yes

Sheheldmyhandaswewalkedback.Thistime

itwasdifferent,Itfeltdifferent.Idon'tknowif

it'shernewlookorwhatthatisblindingmeto

seeherasthesisterthatI'vegrownupwith.Ella

isdifferent,Technicallyshelooksmorelikea

guynow.Tracesofwhatsheusedtobeseem

tobevanishingslowly...

Ella:Whenisthewedding?

Me:Wehaven'tplannedityet,Hehastomarry

Kholifirst

Ella:Didyoutwohaveafight?



Me:Why?

Ella:Sawtheicebetweenyouguys

Isighed..

Me:Isawthem havingsex

Shestopped..

Ella:What?

Me:Yeap

Ella:How?Wasn'tthedoorclosed?Didyou

burstin?



Me:Thedoorwashalfopen

Ella:Whyam Ifeelingthatwasonpurpose?

Me:Ifeelsotoo..Idon'twannatalkaboutit

becausenomatterhowmuchItrytopushit

backatthebackofmymind,Ikeepongetting

thatpicture

Ella:WellIthinkit'stimeyoufindawaytomake

itworkbecauseyouaregoingtobeseeingita

lot

Me:I'm trying

MTHUNZI



Mymom wasdrinkingwhiskey..

Me:WhereistheMhlabafamily?

Mom:Idon'tknowanddon'tcare

Me:Theycamehereforbreakfast,Breakfastis

done.Theyneedtoleave

Mom:Wow..NeverthoughtI'llhearyousaythat.

Ithinksotoo,Theyhavebeennothingbut

disrespectful

Me:Theyneedtogo..WhereisTiti?



Mom:Shewentouttothefieldswithher

lesbiansister

Me:Wherearetheguards?

Mom:What'sgoingon?

Me:Theywentthereallbythemselves?

Mom:Ithinkso

Me:Titiknowsshecan'tgooutwithoutaguard

norwithouttellingme,I'm puttingthem bothin

thedungeonandforbiddingthisEllafrom ever

steppingfoothere!

.

Tobecontinued
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Wefinallygotbackhome,MyParentswereby

thecar..

Me:Leavingalready?

Mom:Yes..Itwasalovelybreakfastmeeting,It

wasniceseeingyoutoobutitseemslikewe

haveoverstayedourvisit

Me:That'sridiculous,Youguyscanstayfor

longer



Dad:It'salongdrivebaby,I'm justgladthatyou

areokayandwe'veseenyou

Me:Ellaisstayingforaweek

Dad:Sheis?

Ella:Stillunderdiscussion

Mom:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea

Dad:MetooespeciallywithSomandlakaziin

themix

Me:Somandlakaziisnotathreat,Sheminds



herownbusiness

Dad:Ella?

Me:Icanstay

Mom:Youdidn'tevenbringyourclothesoreven

atoiletbag

Me:We'llgooutintowntobuy

Mom:SeemslikeyouhaveitallfiguredoutTiti

Dad:IguessthenEllawillstayforaweek

Me:I'm goingtomissyouguys



Mom:I'llcallyouwhenwehalfway

Me:Pleasedo

Wehuggedthem andsawthem drivingout.

SOMANDLAKAZI

Itookoffthecloththatwascoveringmymirror.

Amirrorthatseesitall.OnlyIoranyother

spiritualpersoncanseethroughthemirror..

Iwalkeduptoit..

Me:Showmethefuture



Ilookedatit,Asitseemedlikeit'sstirringin.

Thenpicturesstartedtoplayoutlikeamovie.I

sawAmahlepregnantbutaborting,Thenitwent

ontoshowmesomethingIwasn'tpreparedfor.

Itshowedmemyfuture,Atigerbeingmydoom.

Myend.Atigerbeingtheendofthe

Somandlakazispirit....Ilookedatthetigerup

close..

Me:ThespiritofNgwe!

Iturnedmyfaceawayfrom themirror..

IfthespiritofSomandlakazidies,Thelegacy

diestoo.They'llneverbeaSomandlakaziever

again!!



TIERA

Wewalkedinsidethehouse,Onlyfortheguards

totellmethatMthunziisrequestingmy

presence..Wewalkedtothecourt,Hewas

sittingonhischair.Hewasalone

Me:Youwantedtoseeme?

Helookedatus..

Mthunzi:Alone

Ella:I'llbeoutside

Me:Beforeyouleave,IhaveaskedEllatostay

foratleastaweek



Mthunzi:Youdid?

Ella:That'sonlyifit'sokaywithyou..MyLord?

Mthunzistoodup..

Mthunzi:Iguessso,Ijustdidn'texpectit

Ella:It'sbeenaminutesinceTitiandIspent

timetogether,Ihaven'tbeenthatmucharound

Mthunzi:YouarewelcomeEllatostaywithus

Ella:Thankyou..MyLord



Me:Thankyou

Ella:I'llkeepmyselfbusyoutsideuntilyoudone

Me:Okay

Shewalkedout.Mthunziwentandclosedthe

door..

Me:Thankyouforlettingherstay

Hewalkedbacktome..

Mthunzi:Ofcourse

Me:Wewentouttothefie-



Heslappedmeacrossthefacewhichlanded

meonthefloor..

Mthunzi:ImightbeyourfiancébutIam also

stillyourKingandmywordislaw

Icouldn'tbelievethis..

Mthunzi:Getupandsubmityourselfproperlyin

mypresence

Igotupfrom thefloortomyknees..

Mthunzi:Youdon'tleavethehousewithout

tellingmeorwithoutthepresenceofaguard



Ifixedmydressandhair..

Mthunzi:Ishallnothaveadisrespectfulwife,I

shallnotbeledbyawoman.Iam themanhere

andImakerules.IunderstandyounotaQueen

byblood,Butatleastactlikeone!Learn!.Idon't

getthismuchtroublefrom Kholi,Norherfamily.

RandomlyaskingEllatostaywithout

discussingitwithme

Ididn'tsayanything,OnlythingIcoulddowas

tearup...

Mthunzi:Ihaveagoodmindofthrowingbothof

youinthedungeonforweekswithoutfood

(Silence)



Mthunzi:Youshallnotembarrassmelikethat

everagain,Am Imakingmyselfclear?

Me:Yes

Mthunzi:Yeswho?

Me:YesmyLord

Mthunzi:Fixyourselfbeforegoingout

Igotupandfixedmyself..

ELLAMHLABA

Kholiwalkedin..



Kholi:Ithoughtyouguysleft

Me:I'llbestayingforaweek

Kholi:Okay

Shewalkedaway..

Me:Don'tdoit

Shestoppedandlookedatme..

Kholi:I'm sorry?

Me:Whatyouwanttodo,Don'tdoit



Kholi:Idon'tunderstand

Me:YouknowwhatI'm talkingabout

Kholi:Idon'tthinkso,Idon'tevenknowyou.

Onlymetyoutoday

Me:Hurtinganotherwomantokeepaman,

Don'tdoit..It'snotworthit

Kholi:I'm sorry..Idon'tknowwhatyoutalking

aboutsoI'm justgoingtogouptomybedroom

Sheleft..



MTHUNZI

Somandlakaziwalkedin..

Som:MyLord

Me:Healer

Som:Here..Yourherb

Me:Thankyou

Shebroughtituptome..

Me:BythewayElla,Willbestayingwithusfora

week



Shedroppedthebottleanditbroke..

Som:Howcouldyouallowthat?AfterI'vetold

youabouther

Me:Itwasoutofmyhands

Som:MyLord.Iknowyoudon'tseeitnowbut

thisgirlisathreattothewholekingdom

Me:Ithoughtyouwereworkingonthat

Som:Iam

Me:Doyouknowthestatement.."Keepyour



friendsclosebutyourenemiescloser"

Som:Idon'tthinkthisisthetimeforEgomy

Lord

Me:Healerdoyourjob,That'swhyyouwere

madetheroyalhealer

Som:YesmyLord

TIERA

IfoundElla..

Me:Hey



Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Ella:Hey

Me:Uhm..Weshouldgosetupyourbedroom

Ella:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Iwalkedtothestaircase,Shegentlygrabbed

myarm andturnedmearound..

Ella:What'swrong?Didyouguyshaveafight?

Me:Justadisagreementthat'sall



Ella:Aboutwhat?

Me:Nothingmuchnorserious,Youknowhowit

iswithcouples

Ella:NoIdon't

Me:Justletitgookay?I'm fine

Ella:Titi

Me:Ellaplease

Ella:Okay..We'llletitgo

.
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Iwasstandingbythewindow,Staringoutofit

whenIheardaknock..

Me:Comein

IturnedaroundandmyMotherwalkedin.



Mom:YouwantedtoseemeSon?

Me:Yes..

Mom:Okay..Wecantalk

Me:Situationshavechanged

Mom:Whatsituations?

Me:I'm goingtomarryTitifirst,Bynextmonth

Mom:Areyououtofyourmind?Youareto

marryKholisiwefirst

Me:IthinkasaKing,I'm capabletomakethat



kindofdecisionandrunwithit

Mom:Youwannaembarrassusandthewhole

entirekingdom likethattoKholisiwe'sfamily?

Me:Weshallcontactherfamilyandletthem

knowaboutthelobola,Setadate

Mom:Icannotbelievethis

Me:That'sall

TIERA

Shethrewherselfonthebed,Ididtoo.Iwas

layingnexttoher..



Me:I'm gladyouhere

Ella:I'm gladtoo

Imovedmyhandclosertohers.Ifeltthistype

ofchemistry,Beingdrawntoherinasense..

Iwasrelievedwhensheheldmyhandtight,

WithwhatI'm goingthroughnow.Ineedallthe

supportIcanget..

Me:SometimesIwishIcouldjusttakeoffand

leavegofarawayandstartover

Ella:Bestwaytogetthroughyourchallenges,Is

byfacingthem andnotrunningawayfrom them



Iturnedandlookedather,Ithinkhersixth

sensekickedinandsheturnedandlookedat

metoo..Oureyesjustlocked.Thelookof

warmthIgotfrom hereyes,Ihaveneverhad

thatwithanyone.NotevenMthunzi.

Shedrewcloserandmyheartstartedbeating,

Myheartbeatraced.Sheletgoofmyhandand

putherhandonmycheek..

MyeyesautomaticallyclosedwhenIfelther

warm breathagainstmylips,Andlikethat.

Withoutanyeffortwekissed..

Akissthatfeltdifferentbutyetnotawkward,

Whenshemovedherhandfrom myfaceto

squeezeandcaressmybody.Ihadawarm



feelingonmychest,Igotgoosebumpsasif

likeIwaswaitingforthismomenttobekissed

bysomeonethatwasgoingtomakemefeel

thisway.Itwasconfusing,Howam Ifeeling

thiscomfortablewithher?Thiscomfortable

withhertouchingmeandkissingme..

Shebrokethekiss..

Me:Hehitme

Ella:What?

Theysayapillowtalkyourevealevenyour

deepestsecrets....

Ilookedather..



Ella:Whatdidyoujustsaytome?

Me:I..

Ella:Hehityou?When?

Me:It'snothingseriousIswear,Itwasjusta

pettyargumentand..

Shegotupfrom bed..

Me:Ellawait

Ella:Hehasnoreasontoputhishandonyou,

Nordoyouhaveareasontostaywithhim.



Maryhim andbewithhim

Me:Relationshipsareaturmoil

Ella:Aturmoilisadisagreement,Aturmoilisa

fuckenmisunderstandingnotthrowinghands.

NowIdon'tcareabouthim beingnodamnKing,

Buthehasnorighttoputhishandonyou!!

Shewalkedout..

Me:Ella!!!

SOMANDLAKAZI

Iknockedinherroom..



Amahle:Comein

Iwalkedin..

Me:Princess

Her:Healer

Me:Ialwayssayyouhavethebestroom inthe

wholepalace

Her:Thankyou..Itry

(Silence)



Her:MaybeIhelpyou?

Me:Notonlyam IahealerbutalsoaSeer

Her:Iknowthat

Me:MeaningIcanseebeyond

Her:That'swhataseeris

Me:Youarepregnant

Isawhergettinguncomfortable..

Me:Don'tworry..Iwon'ttellanyone



Her:Thankyou

Me:Onlyifyoudon'tabort

Her:Seer

Me:Iam thelastofmykind,WhenIdie.Mygift

hastobeinherited.Don'tdenythelegacyof

Somandlakazifrom progressing

Her:It'sjustalotgoingon,ThatIdon'tthink

you'llunderstand

Me:He'sacommonerandyouaprincess,I

thinkIunderstandwell.Apartfrom thebaby

havingtheroyalblood,Shealsowillhavethe

giftofbeingaSomandlakazi.Agiftthat



surpassesRoyal

Her:Ifindthisveryuncomfortable,Youbeingin

myaffairs

Me:Myapologies,Ididn'tmeantomakeyou

feeluncomfortable,Iwasjustheredelivering

whatneededtobedelivered.Don'tthinkabout

theabortion,Don'tdoit

TIERA

Ellawait!!

Ellawasfuming,Thewaysheopenedthedoor..

Mthunzi:Whatthehell?



Mthunziwaswithoneoftheelders..

Mthunzi:Iam inameeting

Ella:Idon'tgiveashitaboutthat

Ellawentstraighttohim andpunchedhim.

Me:Ella!!

Elder:Guards!!

Mthunzilookeddumbfoundedwithhishandon

hischeek..



Ella:Youfuckenputyourhandonmysister?

TheGuardscamein..

Elder:Shejustassaultedtheking..

TheGuardswenttoElla..

Mthunzi:It'sokay

Elder:ButmyLord

Mthunzi:It'salright..Pleaseleaveus

TheGuardsleftustogetherwiththeElder.



Mthunzi:Youright,Ishouldn'thaveraisedmy

handonher.Itwaswrongandinappropriate

Ella:Titiyoupackingeveryshitofyoursandwe

leaving

Mthunzi:Youoverreacting

Ella:Am I??

Mthunzi:IactedinappropriatelyandthatIwill

admit,Butyoucan'tmakesuchadecisionfor

hernotwhenIam startingwithlobola

negotiationsnextmonth

Ella:What?



Mthunzilookedatme..

Mthunzi:Iam makingTitimyfirstwife

Ella:Likehellyouare

Ellalookedatme..

Ella:He'sjusttryingtobuyyoubecausehe

knowshowmuchit'llmeantoyouifbecomehis

firstwife.Hehashityouonce,Hewilldoit

again!He'sgoingtotreatyoushittyTitiwhen

youareofficiallymarriedtohim

Mthunzi:I'vealwayslovedTiti,From thevery

firstdaywhenIlaidmyeyesonheratschool..

YesI'lladmit,Iactedirrationallybut..Iloveher



andthatwasmybiggestmistake,Raisingmy

handonher

Ella:Youcanfooleveryonebutnotme

Mthunzi:Titiwe'veplannedthis,From thevery

firsttimewemet..Remember?

Ella:Younotreallybuyingthisshitareyou?

Mthunzi:Titi

Iwashellaconfusedbetweenthetwoofthem..

Me:Idoremember



Ella:Ican'tfuckenbelievethisshit!!

Ellawalkedout..

Me:Ellawait..Wait!!

Iranafterher..

Me:Canyoupleasewaitaminute?

Ella:Youjustgoingtoactlikethatkissnever

happened?Likeyoudidn'tfeelanything?

Ilookedaround..

Me:Ellayoua..Youawoman,I'm awoman.It's



againstmyChristianbelieftoassociatemyself

romanticallywithawoman

Ella:FuckyouTiti

Sheheadedupstairs..

Me:Youbeingridiculous!!

Ifollowedhertotheguestroom..

Me:Whyareyouactinglikethis?

Ella:BecauseIloveyouokay??Ihavefallen

deeplyinlovewithyou



Me:No..No..No..

Iliftedmydressandstartedstepping

backwards..

Ella:Ididn'taskforthis!YouthinkIwouldwake

uprandomlyonedayanddecidetofallinlove

withmyadoptedSister?

Iwentandsatonthesmalldressingtable..

Me:Thisiswrong..Thisisverywrong..

MTHUNZI

Iclearedeverythingfrom thetable..



Me:Fuck!!

Thatwasacloseone.IactuallylookedatTiti

andIcouldseeitinhereyesthatshewasready

toleaveme.Leavemeforthatlesbian..Not

onlythat,Icannotbelieveshetoldheraboutour

problemsandthatbitchlesbianpunchedme?

TopreventTitifrom thinkingthatEllaisright,I

hadtobitemytongueandpretendedlikeElla

wasright.EventhoughIwantedsobadlyto

fuckherup..

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI

Itwasaround3am,WhenSomandlakazifinally

finishedwiththespell.Iam notmuchofa

believerinsuch,Butdesperationhasbrought

mehere.Whathappenedearlieron,Provedto

methatImightloseTititothatlesbian..Ella

punchedme,ButTitiranafterher.Isawitinher

eyesthatshemightbetakenbyherlesbian

stepsister.Suchfilth,Embarrassmentand

humiliationtomyEgo...

Somandlakazihadputherintosleep,Partial

sleep..



Som:Nowthiswewilllodgedownherthroat

Me:Isn'tthatdangerous?

Som:Noshe'lljustwakeupwithasorethroat

Me:Istudiedmedicinetill4thyear,Ishoulddo

it

Som:AndI'm ahealerthisisnotmyfirstlove

spell

Me:Okay

Thislittlemarbleballsheenchanted.It'srubber,



andthesizeofamarble.Sheprickedmyfinger,

Drewbloodfrom myfingerandtheninjectedit

intheball.Theballhadawaterysubstance

inside,mybloodturneditred..

Somandlakazihasvouchedthat.Thisisan

ancientpowerfullovespell.Abitadvancedfrom

mordenwitchcraftthatinvolveslove.

Itcan'tbebrokenbyanythingotherthantrue

love,Sinceherheartissplitintotwo.Itcanbe

brokenifElla'sloveinTiti'sheartsurpassesthe

loveshehasforme..

Som:Areyouready?

Me:I'm ready



Shewasholdingitwithalongmetalthinrod,

ThatshewillforcedownTiti'sthroat.

ShegrabbedonTiti'schinandforcedtoopen

hermouth,Thenforceddownthesmallball

downTiti'sthroatwiththemetalthinrod.The

rednessoftheballglimmeredgoingdownTiti's

throat,Icouldseethecolouroftheball

reflectedfrom herthroat.

Itstuckabitinherthroat,Thenshetookoutthe

rod..

Me:She'sgoingtochoke

Som:DotrustmeMyLord



Ilookedatherassheforcedtoswallowitdown

stilldeepinhersleepanditwentdown.Iletout

asighofrelief..

Som:Andit'sdone

Rightonthere,Lightningflashedfollowedbya

disturbingsoundofthunder..

Som:ItisdonemyLord

ELLA

Iwokeupandliftedmyheadup.Thecarwas

stillgoing..AfterwhathappenedatthePalace,I

feltthisgreatedgetoleave.IcalledmyDadand

heorganizedtransportationthatfetchedme..



Iputmyhandonmychest,Myheartwas

beatingveryfast..

Me:Pleasestopabit,Ineedsomefreshair.

HepulledoverandIgotout,Gotoutand

vomited.Iwastrembling,Mytemperaturewas

spikingup.Wewerefarfrom thePalaceand

stillabitfarfrom home..

Driver:Areyouokay?

Me:I'llbefine

Driver:I'm callingtheProphet,I'm callingyour

Father



Me:Okay

Hegothisphoneandcalledhim..

Hecameandgavemethephone..

Me:Uncle

Nka:Youfeltittoo?

Me:What'shappening?

Nka:Nothingmuch,Justseriousevilwas

unleashed.Ittoretheveilfrom bothworlds.

Eachtimewhengreatevilisunleashed,Ifyou



spiritualyou'llfeelit

Me:Ifeelweak,Anxietyattack,Sweating,Like

I'm justgoingtopassout

Nka:It'sokay..I'm prayingcurrently

Me:I'llbehomesoon

Nka:Youneedtoosowecanseehowwefinda

waytohelpyoutapintoyourgift

Me:Thankyou

TIERA



Iwokeupthenextdaywithasorethroat.Felt

likesomethingwasevenstuckdeepdownmy

throat,Butafteraglassofwarm waterIwas

okay.Thoughthesorethroatwasstillthere..

Me:Thankyou

Shenoddedandbowedalittlethenwalkedout.

Iwassittingoutsidetoday,Wasgoingtohave

mybreakfastinthegarden..

IsawMthunzimakinghiswaytome..

Mthunzi:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning



Hekissedmeonmycheekandthensatdown

ontheotherchair..

Me:Ithoughtyouwerehavingbreakfastwith

everyoneinside

Mthunzi:Whyaren'tyoujoiningus?

Me:Ijustfeltlikeabitoffreshairthat'sall

Mthunzi:ThenI'llkeepyoucompany

Me:Thankyou

Mthunzi:Howdoesyourdaylooklike?



Me:KholiandIwehavetogovisitthe

orphanages

Mthunzi:That'sgood

(Silence)

Mthunzi:AreyouokaywithEllaleavinginthat

manner?

Me:Shewantedtoleaveso

Mthunzi:Iam sorry,Ididn'tmeantomakeher

feeluncomfortable

Me:It'snotyourfault,Shefeltuncomfortable

onherown..She'llcomearound



Mthunzi:Didyoutrytocallher?

Me:She'sprobablysleeping,Shedidleave

prettylate

Mthunzi:Okaythen

Wecontinuedeating...

NOLITHA

Igentlyclosedthedoor..

Nka:Howisshe?



Me:Nowshe'ssleepingsoundlessbutstill

burningup

Nka:She'llbeokay

Me:Don'tyouthinkweshouldcalltheDr?

Nka:It'snotphysical,It'sspiritual

Me:Thenwhatdowedo?

Nka:Shehastogotothemountain

Me:Idon'tfeeleasyaboutthat

Nka:Ellaneedstogothere,Tofullyconnect



withwhosheisandallthepreviousancestors.

Forhertotapintoherpower

Me:Mountaincavesaredangerous,Plusit's

closertothegamereserve.Whatifalion

comesup,Whatifatigeroranelephantcomes

out.Whatifshegetsbittenbyasnake?

Nka:Aren'tweoverreactingjustalittlebit?

Me:Iam amotherit'smydutytobeworried

Nka:Ellaisgoingtobeokay,Ngweisavery

powerfulancestralspirit

Iopenedthedooragain,Shewastossingand

turning.Iwalkedinandtookthewettoweland



putitonherforehead..

Me:Shhhhhhh..It'sokay,MaybeIshouldsleep

herefortonight

Nka:ComeonNoli..She'sjustexperiencedand

feltdarkmagicshe'llbeokay.We'veallbeen

throughthis..She'llbeokay

Me:Ihopeso

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

Idon'thatekids,I'vejustneverbeenaround

kidsbutmydayattheOrphanagewillgodown

asthebestdayofmylifeeversinceI'vebeenin

thisvillage.Howcansomeonethatyoungshow

youlovesotrueandinnocent?Bethatwarm

aroundyouandalsoembraceyouwiththat

warmth?.Ididn'tcareifIhadkidsornotinthe

nearfuture,Ithasn'tbeensomethingthatkeeps

meawakeatnight.Avoid,Somethingthatis

depressing.I'vejustnevertakenitintoserious

consideration..

Afterthevisit,MthunziJoinedKholoandIfor

lunchatarestaurant.Eatingouthasneverbeen

thisseriouslyconducted.Therestaurantmade



surethatnoonewassittingbehindusnorin

frontofus.Thereservationwasthatserious,

Noonewasallowedtoevencometoocloselet

alonepassnexttoourtable.There'sathinline

betweenrespectandfear,This..Itwasdoneout

ofmentalslaverytohonourroyalty.Ifeltoutof

place,Burdened,Andrestricted.EverywhereI

turnI'm remindedthatIneedtoupholdmy

standardsbecauseIam partoftheroyalfamily

now..

Kholiwasgoingonandonaboutherdream

wedding,SharingwithMthunzihowshewanted

thatdaytobe.Iwassittingtherehavingno

interestintheconversation..

Mthunzi:Titihowdoyouwantyourbigdayto

belike?



Ilookedathim..

Me:Huh?

Mthunzi:Areyouokay?Youbarelyeven

touchedyourmeal

Iglanceddownatmydish..

Me:Thelasagneistoooily,Toohot,Thebeefis

overcooked.3layersofcheese?Thecheeseis

notblendingI'm evenhavingtroubles

swallowing

Mthunzi:I'llgetthewaiter

Me:It'sokay..Ithinktheyfeltpressuredanddid



itinarush

Mthunzi:Nothisisunacceptable..Period!!

Me:Reallyit'snothing.Iam notevenhungry

Mthunzi:It'sahighlyrecommendedrestaurant

intown,Andtheyknowbetterbuttoservegood

food

Thewaitercame..

Waiter:MyLord?

Mthunzi:MyQueenisnothappyabouther

lasagne?Icanseetheoilfrom here.It'stoooily



Me:It'sreallynotmuchofabigdeal,IthinkI

needtoletitgetabitcold

Mthunzi:Icanrunanegativereviewrightnow

toeveryfoodcritiqueandtherestaurantmay

shutdown

Waiter:OurdeepestapologiesMyLord

Heturnedtome..

Waiter:Yourhighnesspleaseforgiveus,I'lltake

thisback

Me:It'sokay



Hetookmydish..

Kholi:WowTitiyouactuallybecameweakwhen

ourhusbandwasgivinganorder

Me:Excuseme

Iwalkedtothebathroom.WhenIgotthere,The

ladywhowascheckingherselfinthemirror

excusedherself..

Lady:Myapologiesyourhighness

Iwasleftaloneinthebathroom withmyphone,

AndIjustcried..Ibrokedown..

ELLA



IwasonthephonewithIggy.Iggyisnotjusta

friend,WeExesthatneverhadanastybreakup.

Soweneverbelievedinexchanginghate,We

sawthatwecan'tmakeeachotherhappyina

relationshipsoweremainedfriendsandwe

workbetterasfriends..

Iggy:IfIdidn'tcallyouandremindyouofmy

birthdaytoday,Youweren'tgoingtoevenpost

me

Me:Maybethat'strue,Butit'sgoodyou

remindedme

OurcallwascutshortwhenTiti'scallcame

through.IcanceledTiti'scalltocontinuetalking

toIggy..



Ourconversationlastedforafewminutes,

Whenweweredone.IcalledTiti..

BeforeIcouldevensay"Hello"sheblewup.

Titi:Ineverknewthatyouhatedmethismuch,

Toevencancelmycallatthistime?

Isighed..

Me:TitiIwasonacallwithIggy

Titi:Thesamebitchyouweredatingbackwhen

youwereinNewYorkorsomething?Nowyou

backwithher?Isthatwhyyoupostedher?



Me:Ipostedherbecauseit'sherdamnbirthday!!

Titi:OkayEllaIdon'tmeanshittoyou,Youdon't

meanshittome!Andit'sthat..It'sfine..Idon't

mindgoingthroughlifealone,ThatKiss?It

meantnothingright?IfIwasweakandI

actuallyletitgobeyondthenyouwould've

turnedonmebecauseyouwantedtouseme!!

Me:Okayyouneedtochill..Idon'tknowwhat's

happening,Idon'tknowwhyyouactinglikethis

butseriouslyI'm nottheproblem.Whatyou

mean"Useyou",Titi..I'm eventooweaktogo

throughthiswithyourightnow

Titi:YouknowEllayoureallyhurtingmeandit's

okay..Idon'tneedyouoranyone,I'm fine!!



Me:SeriouslyIdon'tevenknowwhyyouthis

mad!Idon'tknowwhyyoufightingwithme,I

don'tknowwhat'shappeningrightnow.Maybe

enlightenmesoIcanengageinthefightwhenI

actuallyhaveafuckenideawhatwefighting

about!!Idon'tevenknowwhywefightingright

now

Titi:Youahorriblehumanbeingthat'safact

Me:Okay

Titi:I'm donewithyou!!

Me:Okay

Shehungup.Iwasstillnotfeelinggood.Iwas



stillweak,Myheartbeatwasstillabnormal.I

don'tknowwhyTitiisangryatme,Idon'tknow

whyshe'sbeinglikethisbutallIknowisthatI

can'tdothiswithherrightnow..

TIERA

Ithrewmyphoneagainstthewall.Andthen

actuallysankdowntothefloorcrying.FeltlikeI

washavingamentalbreakdown,Goingcrazy.I

havealwaysbeenastrongindividual,I'vegotten

throughmypasttraumaticchildhood.I've

workedhardtobeastrongwomanmentally,

Butinthismoment.IfeltlikeIwasnotin

control..

Isawoneofthewaiterscomingin..



Waitress:Hermajesty??

Me:Somethingiswrongwithme,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingonwithme.IfeellikeI'm going

crazy,I'm losingmymind

Mthunziwalkedin..

Mthunzi:Pleasemakesurewehaveaclear

pathwaytotheexitwhenweleave

Waitress:YesmyLord

Mthunzitookoffhisjacketandputitonme,

Helpingmeup..

Mthunzi:It'sokay..Let'sgohome



Hewalkedmeoutofthebathroom takingmy

phonewith,Oneofmyheelsevenremained

behind..

Mthunzi:Kholotakethebagsweleaving

Kholo:Whathappened?

Mthunzi:Don'taskquestionslet'sgo!!

It'seasyreprimandingoneperson,Butthe

wholerestaurantwiththeirphonesout

recordingandtakingpictures.Itwashard.

Mthunzi:Moveoutoftheway!!Bloodydammit!!



Manager:Everyoneclearthepathway

Me:Am Ilosingmymind??Am Igoingcrazy??

What'shappeningtome??(crying)

Mthunzi:It'sokaywe'llgethome

ELLA

Me:Mom!!!!..Mom!!!

Nolithashowedup..

Noli:What'swrong?

Me:Myheartbeat



Shecameandputherhandonmyforehead..

Noli:Youburningup,Youevensweating..Ella

what'shappening?

Me:CallDad

Noli:I'm notcallingDad,I'm takingyoustraight

tothehospital

Ifellbackonmypillow,Theceilingwas

appearingblurry..

Noli:OhhmyGodplease..Havemercy!



SOMANDLAKAZI

Iwassittingbackandwatchingeverything

throughthemirror.Idon'twannadestroyTiti,I

can'tgetthroughtoEllawithoutherguides

attacking,Shehasthatmuchprotection.So

whensomeoneisthatprotectedyoufinda

loophole.Titiistheloopholethatwillweaken

Ellafornow..

Sunny:Mom

Imovedmyeyesfrom themirror,WhenIwent

backitwasblank.Itwasjustamirror.

Me:Sunnydon'tyouevenknockthesedays?



Sunny:Uhm..Ilivehere

Istoodup..

Me:Whatisit?

Sunny:Amahlejusttoldmeshe'spregnantand

wantstoabort,HowdoIsayanythingtostop

her?She'sroyaltymywordisvoid

Me:SeriouslySunnyyouthemaninthis

relationshipwearyourpants,Stoplettingthis

girlrunalloveryou!!

Sunny:She'saprincessMaan-

Me:AndyoutheSonofaSomandlakazisoact



likeit!!SeriouslyIhaveseriousthingstoattend

toorightnowthanyouruselessgirlfriend

havingatantrum!!

TIERA

Mthunziwasholdingmetightinthecarandhe

wasmakingmesuffocatemore,Makingmeto

struggletobreath..

Kholi:Exactlywhathappened?Shewasfineat

theorphanage

Mychestwasburning,Iwashyperventilating..

Mthunzi:Takeustothehospital



Driver:YesMyLord

Kholi:Allthesecondembarrassmentshe'sput

outatthatrestaurant.Themediawillhavea

fieldday,Notonlythatbutit'sstainingmy

reputation

Me:Really??That'swhatyouworriedabout

rightnow??

Kholi:Titiifroyaltyistoomuchforyou,Maybe

justditchitonce

Mthunzi:Canyoustop??Stoptalking!!Thisis

notthetime

Kholi:I'm justsaying



Mthunzi:Don'tsayanythingjustdon't..Stop

talkingalltogether!!

PROPHETNKA

Me:Thatwasallwehadtoday,Pleasejoinus

againnextweek.Sameplaceandsametime.

MayGod'sloveandpeacerestinyourhearts

Assistant:Sir..Yourphonehasbeenringingoff

thehook

Shecametothestageandhandedittome..

Me:Thankyou



"5missedcalls"from Nolithaand2messages.

"I'm takingEllatothehospital"

Me:GetthismicoffmeIneedtogo

Assistant:Sir..Uhm..There'salreadyamedia

scandalfrom yourDaughterTiera.She's

trendingandit'snotforsomethinggood,Justa

headsup

Me:Cansomeonegetthismicoffme??Please!!

ELLA

Everythingwasmovinginslowmotionasthe

paramedicsweretryingtheirbesttokeepme



calm,Getmyvitalorgansinharmonybeforewe

leavetothehospital.

"Ellen.."

Ilookedaround,DizzyasIwas..

"Ellen.."

Isawatigerintheroom,Justpeacefully

walkingaround..

Me:Ngwe??

Paramedic:Huh?



Me:Atiger

Paramedic2:Weneedtogethertothehospital

rightnow,She'shallucinating.

Me:Ngwe

Thetigersettleddownonthefloor,Itwas

wearinganecklacearoundit'snecklace.I

lookedatthecrystalclearquartzpendent.

"I'm hereEllen"

That'swhenIfeltthisdeepsenseofsleep,and

tranquility..Iclosedmyeyes..

"I'm hereEllen"



MTHUNZI

Titiwasgettingmoreandmoreweak,She

struggledtokeephereyeswideopenandIwas

gettingscared..

Me:Hey..Babydon'tpassoutonme

Shelookedatmeandputherhandonmy

cheek..

Me:Yesit'sme..I'm here,Yougoingtobeokay

Shesmiledalittlebeforeclosinghereyes

completely..



Titi:Ellen

Herhanddroppedtoherchest..

PROPHETNKA

Irushedoutofmyofficetomycar,WhenIwas

inthecorridorsomethingstoppedme.I

steppedback,Itwasatiger..

Itwasjuststandingthere,Notsayinganything..

Me:Dad??

Hetransformedfrom beingatigertobeing

himselfbutwiththeotherancestorsbesidehim

showingasTigers..



Me:Dad?

Dad:Nkanyiso

Hetookoffhiscrystalquartznecklace..

Dad:It'llbeinsideyourMother'sBible.Findthe

Bible,GetthenecklaceandputitaroundEllen

Me:Dad??

Itwasanemotionalmomentforme..

Dad:AndNkanyisoyouneedtofindthebracelet

beforetheyusetheirfancyelectricalequipment



toshockEllen,Iftheydotheygoingtokillme

insideofher!!IcannotdietwiceuntilEllenhas

fulfilledherpurpose

NOLITHA

Ellahadpassedout,Shewasintheambulance..

Paramedic:She'sgoingintocardiacarrest,

Chargeit

Theotherparamedictwistedsomebuttonon

themachine..

Paramedic:Ready?

Theyhavetakenoffhert-shirtandputsomegel



onherchest,Theyweregoingtoshockher..

Paramedic2:Ready

Paramedic:1,2,3...Clear

Beforehecoulddoit,Istoppedhim.Heldboth

hishands..

Me:Wait..

Paramedic:Mam she'sgoingtodie

Me:Justwait..Thisdoesn'tfeelright

Paramedic2:Mam doyouwantyourDaughter's



deathinyourhands?

Ikeptquiet..

Paramedic:Mam..

Iletgoofhishands..

Me:Okay

Paramedic:1..2..3..Clear

.
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MTHUNZI

ItwashardevenstayingattheHospitalwithall

thebadpressthatwasgoingaround,Because

ofTiti'sbreakdownattherestaurant.Wewere

givenaroom wherewecouldwait,Awayfrom

thepubliceye..

IcalledmyMotherandshecame..

Sheclosedthedoor..

Mom:Mthunzithisgirlhastogo!

Me:Mom



Mom:Thebadpresswegetting?We'venever

beensuchajoke.Wearearoyalfamily!We

supposedtoberespected,Howarewegoingto

berespectedwhenandImeanwhena

commonerisgivingussuchbadpress?

Me:Mom notnowplease!!

Shesatdown...

NOLITHA

Myphonerang,ItwasmyHusband.

Me:Honey

Nka:Whereareyou?Nolithawhateverhappens



don'tlethim shockElla..She'sgoingtodie!!

Iletgoofmyphoneanditfell,Justaswhenthe

paramedicwasabouttodoit.Justatthat

instant,Iheldhisarmstight..

Me:Stop!!

Paramedic2:Notthisagain

Me:Don'tdoit..Don't..Matteroffactplease

driveusbacktothehouse

Paramedic1:What??

Me:Driveusbacktothehousenow!!



Theylookedateachother.Igotmyphoneback..

Nka:Hello??

Me:I'm here

Nka:I'm closetohome

Me:Wecomingback

Nka:Right...I'm almostthere

MTHUNZI

Ithoughtforasecond,Thoughtaboutwhat's



happening.Thiswasn'tsupposedtohappen,

Somandlakaziassuredmeandherassurenceis

goingvoidnow..

TheDrcameback..

Dr:Goodevening

Welookedathim..

Dr:She'sstable

Me:ThankGoodness

Kholi:Canweseeher?



Dr:Maybetomorrow

Me:Makesurenoonegoesinherwardthat's

notfamily

Dr:YesmyLord

Mom:Canwegonow?

Me:ThankyouDoc

PROPHETNKA

WhenIgothome,Irushedintothegarage.

SomeofmyMother'sthingsarethere.I

searchedthroughalotofthings,Hopingnone

ofmyrelativestookherBible..



Me:Comeon..Comeon!!Showme

Noli:Honey!!

Me:Inhere

Shecame..

Noli:TheyputtingEllainherbedroom,Whatare

youdoing?

Me:LookingforMom'sBible

Noli:It'sintheshelf,Iputitthere



Me:It'sstillhasanecklaceinit?

Noli:Yes

Me:Youarewonderful!!

Noli:Waitwhy?

Igrabbedherarm andwewentinsidethehouse.

ShegavemetheBible,Itookthenecklaceand

wenttothebedroom..

Me:Giveustheroom please

TheParamedicsleft..



IputthenecklacearoundElla'sneck..

Me:ComeonElla

Ilookedatherandsheinhaled..

Iclosedmyeyesinrelief..

Me:ThankGod

Noliwalkedin..

Noli:What'shappening?

Me:She'sgoingtobeokay..She'sgoingtobe

fine



Noli:ThankyouJesus

Me:Let'sgivehersometimetorest

MTHUNZI

WegothomeandIwentstraightto

Somandlakazi'schambers..

Som:MyLord??

Me:Youliedtome??!

Som:MyLord



Me:MyQueenislayinginthehospital,Shehad

abreakdown

Som:MyLordlisten

Me:Thereisnolovejustherlosinghermind!

Whereisthelove?Theobsession?Ihavea

goodmindofhavingyoubeheaded

Som:Weshouldn'tforgetthatTitihaslovefor

Ella,She'sfightingtwoheartswithinher

Iflippedthetable..

Me:Idon'tgiveadamn!!Iwantmywifeback

homeandinlovewithme



Som:Giveittime

Me:I'm warningyouhealer!!..I'm warningyou

NOLITHA

Ipouredmyselfaglassofwine..

Me:Thesekidsaregoingtomakemegrowold,

OlderthanIam

Heputhishandsonmyshoulderstogivemea

massage..

Me:Titihadabreakdown,It'salloversocial

media.IwantmyDaughterbackhomeclearly

thatplaceisdrivingherinsane



Nka:TitiisanAdultwecan'tjustforcefullyhave

herremovedfrom thatplace

Me:Whenisshegoingtowakeupandactually

seethatthisisnotit

Nka:Shewill..Ihopeshewill

TIERA

Iknewfrom mysurroundingsthatIwasinthe

hospital.Thoughnotjustyourmerehospital

ward,Presidential.Evenhadflowersandall.I

sawaNursesittingonthecouchwatchingTV..

Me:Excuseme



Nurse:Hermajestyyouawake?

Me:Where'smyphone?

Nurse:Here..Thekingleftitforyou

Me:Thankyou

Shegavemethephoneandstartedfixingthe

pillows..

Me:It'sokay..I'm fine

Nurse:I'llbringhermajestysomethingtoeat,I'll

bringyouthemenu



Me:There'samenu?

Nurse:Yes..Ifyouinthepresidentialsuiteyou

choosewhatyouwannaeat

Me:That'sgood..Thankyouforyourkindness

Shesmiled..

Nurse:Thankyouhermajesty

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

[AMONTHLATER]

Alothadhappenedduringthespaceofa

month.Mthunziwentaheadwithpayinglobola

forKholi.Hewasgoingtomarryherfirst,

Culturerelated.Ididn'thaveaproblem withit

butIdon'twannabeapartofit.Itwasa

Thursdaytoday,Andtheywerepreparingforthe

wedding.IdecidedthatIwouldvisithome.It

wasnotbyforcethatIattend,Afterall.Itwas

herweddingandIdidn'twannabringinbad

vibes.I'm notgoingtolie,MthunziandIwe

weredriftingapart.Inthemistofitall,Iwas

abletoreconnectspiritually.Startedpraying

andbeingintactwithmyroots,Orspiritualroots

rather...



MyrelationshipwithElla,Eversinceourlast

fight.Ithasimproveddrastically.Thoughbased

telephonicallyIcan'tdenythatIwasstartingto

havestrongfeelingsforher.Ididn'tunderstand,

NeverhaveIeverfeltlikethisforagirlbefore.I

wasfistfightingmyfeelingsuntilIdidn't

anymore.Tornbetweenbeingspiritualandthe

lifeofhomosexualitywhichisfrownedupon.

ThoughwhatIknowisthat,Youcanbe

religiousandstillliveyourlifethewayyouwant.

Attheend,Youonlyhaveonelifeandifyou

goingtoliveitaccordingtoanyone'sstandards

yousurearegoingtobeverymiserable..

Ihadjustfinishedpackingup.Itwas5am,IfI

drivenowI'llbehomeearlier.Itookoffthering

thatMthunzihadgivenme,Iopenedthedrawer

andputitinthere.Itnolongerservesany

purposetomebecauseIwasn'tfeelingthat



muchinlovewithhim.Ilovehim yes,butI'm no

longerinlovewithhim unfortunately...

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

HisrelationshipwithKholihasbeengoing

strongthough,Ithinkheisstartingtotrulyfall

forher.Ithurtsyesbutnotasmuchanymore

becauseIam tooinlovewithsomeoneelse

now..

Mthunziwalkedin..

Mthunzi:It's5am andyoualreadypackedand

ready,Ifeellikeyoucouldn'twaittogetoutof



here

Wefightmorethesedays,Andit'sshittiringfor

me..

Me:Wannagethomebeforedark

Mthunzi:Kindarudetomisstheweddingdon't

youthink?

Me:Idon'tthinkmypresencewillhelphere,

WhetherI'm hereornot.Theweddingwillstill

happen

Mthunzi:Thoughtthatmaybeyouweregoingto

waituntilmyMothergetshere



Me:I'vealreadymetyourmotherremember?

Backinthecity?Whenwewerestillstudying

Mthunzi:Wedriftingapartaren'twe?

Me:Idon'tknow..Youtellme

Mthunzi:Whydon'tyoujustsayit

He'sveryaffiliatedwithSomandlakazilately.I

knowthere'sthingstheydoing,Andforthelife

ofme.Idon'twhichguideisstrongonmyside

becausehonestlyIshouldhavediedhere..

ELLA

Aspiritualpathisverydifficultwhenyouhave



totapinit.Especiallywhenit'sancestral.One

thingI'm gratefulforwhenitcomestomy

Grandmother,He'snotanevilguide.Ifanything,

He'sthemostpeacefulguide.Thingsaren't

enforcedonme,WhenIgotaconsultationfrom

anancestralgiftedperson.Irespecthim for

beingtrue..

HetoldmeifIevergetaconsultationwhereI'm

toldIneedtogotoaninitialschool.Grandpa

justwantsmetoacknowledgethegift,Tapinit

andstillgoontorealizemydreams.Icando

consultationsifIwanttoo,Butthemost

importantthingisacknowledgingandaccepting

thegift..

WhathaschangedwasthatnowIam ableto

practiceit,EspeciallywhenIstartedgoingto

themountains.Prayingthereandbeingcloseto



myancestors.Mydreamsarenowmuchclear

andIam abletoextendthathandofprotection

toTiti.I'm gladshe'salsogonebackto

reconnectingwithherspirituallife,Wewake

eachotherupat12am,3am topray..

She'scomingtodayandshehasbeenworried

eversincefrom yesterday,Askingifit'ssafe.

Mthunzihasn'tdoneanythingtohercar,SoI

instructedhertoputsaltinsideforovernight

protection.Noonewillcomeclose,Norbeable

todoanythingtohercarandweprayedforher

protection..

Mthunzi'sancestorshaveshiftedfrom him,

There'salotthathewasmeanttodobutdidn't.

EvenwhenhewasbecomingaKing,Henever

askedforguidancefrom them.Instead,He

trustedaSomandlakazi.Somandlakaziiswhat



he'sseekingguidancefrom.Ifhekeepson,He

willlosethethrone.Theancestorswilltotally

disownhim from thethrone..He'sgoingtolose

histhronetohislonglostBrother.Abrother

thathisFatherhadfirstwithMthunzi'sMother,

Abrotherthatwaskeptawaysafebecauseof

theQueen'sevilheart.Thebrotherisolderand

therightfulking..Isawit,IsawitallasIwas

readinghim throughhispicture..

Iwasattheforest,Ineededacertaintreethat

willmakeTitivomit.Vomitthatstonethatshe

wasgivenbySomandlakazi.Iwasabletomake

itinactive..

Thepreviousguides,BoNgwe.Alwaysmeetme

inthewilderness,ButonlyIcanseethem.They

comeasTigers,Spiritualnotvisibletothe

nakedeye...



Ilookedaroundforthetree,AndIfoundit.The

sunwasshiningbrightonit,Thatwasthesignal

from myguides.Iwentandtooktheleaves..

Iusedtohatethewild,Butnow.Ifeelatpeace

whenI'm here..

TIERA

Iwalkeddownwithmyluggagebag.Alreadyit

wasbusy,Peoplepreparing.Kholi'sfamilywill

bearrivingtomorrow..

Ididn'twannaseethem,Ididn'twannaseethe

Queen,Kholi,NorSomandlakazi..



Ikeptgoingwithoutevenlookingatanyone,

UntilIgotintomycar..

Iputthebaginthebackandwenttothedriver's

side..

Iclosedmyeyesandsaidashortprayer..

SENZO

Iwalkedintothekitchen,MyMotherwas

packingthefoodthatwesupposedtotakeand

eataswesetofftotheRoyalhouseformy

Brother'swedding..

Me:Goodmorning



Shesighed..

Mimi:It'syourlittleBrother'swedding

Me:Iknow..Isn'tthatwherewegoing?

Mimi:Iknowalotishappeningandyoumight

feelsometypeofwayaboutit

Me:IgrewupbeingraisedbyyourMother.My

Grandmother.Shedidagreatjobwithme,She

wasawonderfulwoman.Youwentonandhad

anotherchildwiththesameman,Whohada

differentlifethanmine.Hedoesn'tknowme,I

don'tknowhim.Itwouldbeevilofmetoruin

hismarriagewiththefamilyreunion



Mimi:Hedoesn'tknowthatyouhavebeenliving

herewithus

Me:I'm justabitdownandoutfornowbutI'll

getbackonmyfeet

Mimi:I'm notsayingmoveout,I'm justsaying..

Me:Don'tcausetrouble

Mimi:Please

Me:Dadhasbeenshowingupinmydreams,He

wantsmetotakethethrone

Mimi:Senzo!!



Me:It'ssomethingyoudon'twannahearbut

Dad'sancestorshavebeentroublingme

Mimi:Wenotgoingthereforthat,Ifyougoing

tobelikethatmaybestaybehind.I'llgoalone

Me:Iwon'tcauseanytroublebetweenyouand

yourgoldenson

Mimi:That'snottrue

Me:Youmoreworriedabouthowhe'sgoingto

reactthanhowIfeel,Butthen..I'm the

blacksheepsoit'sokay..I'llgopackabag

mayberunmethroughtheDo'sandDon'tof

royalty



MTHUNZI

Mom:Mthunziletmeaskyousomething

Me:I'm listening

Mom:Wasitnecessaryforyoutoinviteyour

Mother?

Me:MimiismybiologicalMother,Ithinkyou

shouldbehappythatshe'sforgivenyou

Mom:Ishallnotapologizeforraisingyouwell

Me:Thenleavemealone



Mom:Shecomingalone?

Me:No.Shecalledandsaidshe'sbringinga

cousinofminebythenameofSenzo

Mom:Neverheardofhim

Me:Canyougivemesomespace?

Mom:Okay..Suckitallup,Yougettingmarried

thisweekend

.

Tobecontinued
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SENZO(MTHUNZI'SBROTHER)

OnethingIhateisdishonestyandshadythings.

Mom onlymadeitknowntomewhenwewere

abouttoleavethatIshouldintroducemyselfas

"Thecousin".Iam notgoingtodothat,Iwon't

lieaboutmyidentity.Mthunziwasluckythatthe

Queenacceptedhim andhislifewasdifferent

from mine.Ihadtogoliveandberaisedbymy

GrandmotherandUncle.Herfamily.MyAunt

showedmelove,Shelovedme.Wedidn'thave

enoughbutlovewasalwaysthere.Whenmy

Uncledied,Ihadnooptionbuttoworkforme

andmyGrandmother,WhilstmyMotherwas

heretakingcareofhisgoldeneggbecausehe

managedtogotoamedschool.MyMom

comesacrossasthisloving,Humblesoulbut



shehasalwayshadfavoriteswhenitcameto

meandMthunzi.Helovedhim more,Never

gaveafuckaboutme.Idroppedouthalfway

throughgrade9,Didoddjobs.Iam not

educatednorhadabrightfuture.Ifellinlove

withpaintingbecausemyoddjobswere

paintingpeople'shouses,Wallsetc.Istarted

paintingportraitsalongtheway.That'showI

wasabletostayoutoftrouble.

TheonlythingIhaveofmyfatherisahorn

bracelet,RepresentingthatIhavearoyalblood

runningthroughmyveins.IheardMthunzihas

onetoo.From whenIwasababyI'vealways

wornit,It'ssomethingthatremindsmethatat

leastIam sortofimportantinthisworldthat

makesmeadoormat..

Ilitanothercigarette,Iwaspaintingaportrait



withdifferentcoloursrepresentingemotional

pain..OnethingIdidtoowastoreadnovels,So

IatleastimprovemyEnglish..

MyMother'shusbandwalkedin..

Him:AndIthoughtyouwouldbegone

Me:Tobeintroducedasa"Cousin"

Helaughed..

Me:Whydidn'tyougowithyourwife?

Him:Idon'tlikethatfamily,Ican'taccompany

mywifetoherEx'shouse



Icoughed..

Him:I'm sorry..Iknowhe'syourfather

Me:Youdon'thavetoapologize,Hewasa

douchebag!Justpissedoffthatmy

Grandmotherhadtodieandthehousewas

takenbyevilrelatives

Him:Atleastyouhavearoofunderyourhead

man

Me:Constantlybeingputdown?Can'twaitto

getmyown,IhopeIwill..WorseIdon'thave

anyqualificationsonlymyfirstterm grade9

report



Him:Educationisnotalwaystheanswer,Most

peopleareemployedwithqualifications

Me:Can'tevengetadecentgirlfriendbecause

I'm toobrokeanduseless

Him:Welcometomyworld,YouthinkMimionly

putsyoudown?Imaginebeingcomparedtoa

deadex

Me:Eish..Hade(I'm sorry)

Him:Letmecleanthebraaistandandwecan

braai.We'llgoouttogetbeerandwhatnot

Me:I'm down



Him:Senzo

Me:Yeah?

Him:IthinkIlikeyoubetterthanMthunzi

Me:Howso?

Him:Hewasmystepsonandtreatedmeashis

gardenboyetc,YoutheonlySonfrom mywife

thatconnectedwithmeonanalmostfatherly

level.Ididn'thavetodegrademyself

Me:Youwelcome,Andthankyoutoofor

acceptingthisgrownassbrokemanwhojust

cametolivewithhisMother



Him:You'llbefine..MyLord

Webothlaughed...

PROPHETNKA

Ilookedatthebeach,Thewaves.Thesun

shininganddovesflyinginthesky..

Itookadeepbreath,MyplaceofpeacewhereI

meetupwithmyheavenlyGuardianAngel..

Heshowedup..

Him:Prophet



Hejustrandomlyshowsup..

Me:Raguel

Ra:Suchapeacefulplace

Me:Itis..What'sthemeetingabout?Youdon't

visitmeinthisstateunlessit'sveryimportant

Ra:Itis...It'saboutTiti

Me:Tellmesomething,MyDaughter'sdestiny

whenIchecked.There'sacrowninit,AQueen

Ra:Andthatdestinystillstands



Me:Mthunzihasprovenhimselftobenotgood

forTiti,NowEllaisinthepicture

Ra:Apersoncanhave5soulmates,Humans

don'tjusthave1soulmatebut1soulmate

becomesthedestiny.Youcandateand

experiencelovewith4beforegettingtothe5th

onetheonethatisfateanddestinydetermined.

Ella'sfeelingsforTitiareforeignbecausethey

nothers,IfwecanseparateGrandpafrom Ella.

Ellawillremainwiththesisterlyfeelingsshe

hasforTiti.Adestinyisnotchangedbyyour

guidesbutbytheonewhocreatedyouoryou.

Asguidesweareheretohelpyougetthere,We

onlyinterveneinhelpingyouchangeyour

destinyifyouarehindered.TitiandEllawill

alwayshavethatloveforeachothersolong

GrandpaisstillapartofElla.Idon'twannaget

muchintotheirrelationshiporthenatureofit,



ButTitiwhatshe'sbeenthroughsheisdestined

tobeaQueen.That'stheblessingofit,Thetrue

loveandapeacefullife

Me:Idon'tthinkMthunziistheone,I'm sorry

Ra:WhosaidanythingaboutMthunzi?

Me:She'stheonlyonewhoTitiisinvolvedwith

Ra:Icannottellyouwhoheis,Butyoumight

notlikehim muchbecausehecomesacrossas

notequippedandsuccessfulforyourDaughter.

Titiiseducated,Titiwillconsidergoingbackto

schoolbutletmetellyou.Hisfutureisbright,

Allyouneedtodoisgivehim achance



Me:Ican'ttakemyDaughtergettinghurtallthe

timewhenitcomestolove,She'llenduphating

love

Ra:Sometimesyouneedtogothroughafew

people,Gethurtsowhentrueloveallocatesyou.

You'llenjoyit,Becauseit'llrewritealltheflaws

oftheprevioushurt

Me:Isthisit?

Ra:Thisoneisit

Iheardsomeoneshakingme..

Assistant:Sir



IopenedmyeyesandIhadfallenasleeponmy

desk..

Assistant:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good.Ijust..I'm good

Assistant:ThePastorishere

Me:Okaypleaselethim inandgetmeaglass

ofwater

Assistant:YesSir

TIERA



IwasonthephonewithmyMotherasIdrove

home..

Ma:IneverthoughtI'dhearyousaythat

Me:Ijustdon'tfeelthatstronglyabouthim

anymore

Ma:Areyousure?

Me:I'm sure

Ma:Idon'twantyoumakingamistakethatyou

won'tbeabletorecoverfrom.Makesurethat

whenyouleavehim,Youaredoneforrealand

won'tgoback



Me:That'swhyI'm thinkingofgoingbackto

schoolnextyear,Maybeschoolwillkeepme

busyforawhile

Ma:I'm soproudofyou

Me:Thankyou

.
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MTHUNZI



MyMotherfinallyarrived.Itwasgoodseeing

heraftersolong.Shestilllookedgood,Andher

everbeautifulsmilewasthefirstgreetingthat

warmedmyheart..

Queen:Thoko

Mom:IpreferbeingcalledMimi

Queen:Mybad..Mimi

Me:Mom it'sgoodtoseeyou

Shegavemeahug..



Me:Thoughtyouwerebringingacompanion

Mom:Yourcousincouldn'tmakeit,He'sbusy

Me:That'sabummer,Waslookingforwardto

meetinghim

Mom:Maybenexttime

Queen:Thiswayplease,Torefreshandeat

TIERA

Ihadpassedbyatwoolworthstogetmeafew

treatstoeatathome,WhensuddenlyIbumped

anothercarwhenIwastryingtoreverse..



Me:Wtf??

Ididn'tneedthis,EspeciallywhenI'm thisdead

tired.Igotout,Hegotouttoo..

Me:Didn'tyouseemecomingout?

Him:Didn'tyouseemepassing?

Me:Don'ttrytoreversethisonme

Helookedatme..

Him:Waitaminute,Iknowyou.Youlook

familiar



Me:Youmistakingme

Him:HerMajestyTiera,Mthunzi'swhat?

Secondwife?Somethinglikethat?

Ilookedathim..

Him:Iwatchandreadthenews

Heextendedhishandouttome..

Him:Senzo

Me:Youcangivemeyournumberandwecan

meetuptomorrowtosortthisout.Ihadalong



driveandI'm verytired

Hetookouthisphone,Unlockedandthen

handedittome..

Iputmynumber..

Him:DrivesafeherMajestyanddogetawell

neededrest

Me:Thankyou

MTHUNZI

Me:Mom thisisourhealer,Somandlakazi



Mimi:Nicetomeetyou

Som:Likewise

Mimi:Thingshavecertainlychangedaround

here,Nowahealerisallowedatthetable

Me:Sheispartourfamily

Mimi:WhereisTiti?

Me:Shewenttovisithome

Mimi:She'snotattendinghersisterwife's

wedding?



Me:NoandKholiisokaywiththat

Queen:YouknowMimiIdon'trememberyou

everhavingaNephew,Ionlyrememberyou

havingNieces

Mimi:He'sadistantNephew

Queen:Doyouknowhim Mthunzi?

Me:No

Queen:Veryinteresting

Mimi:It'smySon'swedding,Canweperhapstry

togetalong?



Queen:Excuseme

Shegotupandleftthetable..

SENZO(MTHUNZI'SBROTHER)

Ilookedatthecar,Itwasn'tdamaged.

Stepf:We'llcheckitthoroughlyathome,It's

kindadarkouthere

Me:YaabutIdon'tthinkdamagewasdone

Stepf:Let'sgetoutofhere



Me:There'saweddingatthevillage,Whyisshe

here?

Stepf:Who?

Me:HermajestyTiera

Stepf:WaitthatwasTiti?

Me:Youdon'tsoundshocked

Stepf:She'sbeenbythehouse,Backwhenshe

wasstilldatingMthunzi

Me:Sheisstillwithhim



Stepf:Smallworld

Me:Shelooksnice,Idon'tunderstandwhysuch

agirlwouldputherselfthroughthat

Stepf:Let'sgoman

TIERA

IcalledElla..

Ella:Howfarareyou?

Me:20min,passedbyatthemallandeven

bumpedsomeone



Ella:Howisthedamage?

Me:Notsure,Wemeetingtomorrow..Youknow

what'sfunny?

Ella:Yeah?

Me:HelookslikeMthunzi

Ella:Really?

Me:Yeshedoes

Ella:Ormaybeyoutootired

Me:Yaamaybe,ButI'llbetheresoon



NOLITHA

Isighed...

Me:Idon'tgetit,Whydoesitseem likethis

wholespiritualityisshittingonmyDaughter's

heart

Nka:Iam happythatTitiandEllawon'tendup

together

Me:Why?BecauseyouaProphetandreligion

frownsuponhomosexuality?

Nka:Nobecausesomeotherrelationshipscan

breaktwopeoplesomuchthattheywon'tbe



abletofixit.Ididn'twantTitiandElla's

sisterhoodbreaking

Me:Yaathat'strue..Idon'tunderstandwhymy

Daughterhastogobacktothatfamily

Nka:I'm sureit'llbedifferentthistimearound

Me:Ihopeso

QUEENHLOMUKA

Iknockedatthedoor..

Voice:Comein



Iopenedthedoorandwalkedin..

Kate:HerMajesty

Me:Youshouldlockthedoor,It'slate

Kate:YesherMajesty

Me:Sorrytojustburstinlikethis

Kate:It'sokayherMajesty

Me:Iam heretoaskyousomething

Kate:Yes?



Me:Tellmesomething,YouhelpedThokowith

deliveringMthunziright?

Kate:YesherMajesty

Me:DidThokohaveanotherchildbefore

Mthunzi?

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Kate?

Kate:HerMajestyIdon'twannacausetrouble

Iwalkeduptoher...



Me:Shedid,Didn'tshe?

Shenodded..

Me:Whoishe?

Kate:Senzo

Me:Bymyhusband?

Kate:YesherMajesty

KateandThokohavebeenfriendsforalong

time,Theyknowandsharedalotofsecrets

before..



Me:SothisSenzoistherightfulheirtothe

throne?

Kate:YesherMajesty

Me:Interesting,Thankyousomuchforthis

informationKate.Yourtellingwon'tgounpaid

.
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QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Pleasetakemyluggagebagtothecar



Servant:YesHerMajesty

Mthunzi:What'sgoingon?

Me:I'm leavingtothecity

Mthunzi:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?Saturday

I'm gettingmarried

Me:Thok-ImeanMimiishere,She'syour

Motherandholdinginforme.Myabsentia

won'tbemuchfelt

Mthunzi:What'ssoimportantinthecitythat

youfuckencan'tgoaftermywedding?



Me:Son..Trustmeifitwasn'tthatimportant,I

wouldn'tbegoing

Mthunzi:Fine..Gothen

Me:Yougoandhaveagoodwedding.I'llwatch

onTv

Mthunzi:Yeahwhatever

Me:I'llbestayingatyourhouseinthecity

Mthunzi:LikeIsaid..WhateverMa

TIERA



WhenIgothome,Weatedinner.Itfeltgood

beinghere,Beingathome.Withmyfamily,Ina

placethatbringsmenothingbutJoy..

Wesettledaroundthedinnertable,Laughing

andjustcatchingup..

Ilookedatthem..

Me:I'm goingtoleaveMthunzi.AssoonasIgo

backafterthewedding

Everuoremainedquiet..

Me:It'snousestayingwithhim,Knowingvery

wellthatInolongerfeelstronglyabouthim



MyMom smiled..

Mom:I'm gladtohearthat

Me:I'm consideringgoingbacktoschoolnext

year,Idon'tknowifI'llcontinuewhereIleftoff

orstartafresh

Dad:Itdoesn'tmatter,Solongyougobackand

continue.Whetheryoustartafreshorcontinue,

I'm justproudofyou.Proudthatyougoingback

toschool

Ella:Thisisaverygooddecision.I'dalsoliketo

saysomething

Mom:PositiveIassume?



Ella:Yes..TitiandI,Wehaveabeautiful

relationshipassistersanddespitethefeelings

thathavedevelopedalongtheway.Ithinkit's

bestwejusttrytomaskthem,Becausethe

fuckeryofitisthat..Relationshipsaremessy,

Verymessy.Wemightnotcomebackfrom it,

AnditmightbruiseourSisterhoodforever.I

thinkweneedtofindhappinesswithother

people,Andfindourselves

Mom:That'spowerfulbutIcan'thelpthinkthat

youmighthaveseensomeoneelse

Ella:Well..

Titi:Youaresosly..Whoisshe?



Ella:Whenit'sofficial,I'llletyouguysknow

Titi:Ellaisright,She'sveryright.I'm notsaying

weshouldn'tliveourlivesashowweseefit,But

areaspiritualfamilyandweneedtoshowthat

unity.Always.We'vemadeafewmistakes,

We'velearnedfrom them.Nowit'stimetomake

surethatwekeepthisfamilytogetherandno

longerletmistakesbreakusapart

Ella:That'sverytrue

Mom:Iam soveryhappyrightnow,IthankGod

forthismoment

Nka:Ellahaveyouperhapsthoughtaboutwhat

youwannado?



Ella:IfeellikeI'lldobetterinminesurveying

Nka:Dadonceworkedatamine

Ella:I'llsendoutafewapplications

Mom:Aftereatingweshouldpray,ThankGod

Nka:Indeedweshould

SENZO

IwasgoingthroughTiera'spictureson

Instagram.Thisgirllookssmarttobeputting

herselfthroughroyaltyrubbish.Isawthatvideo

ofherswhereshehadacompletebreakdown.

Polygamy?That'swhatIhatemostabout



royalty.Ibelieveinlovingonewoman,Idon't

believeinhavingmultiplepartners..It'stiring,

stressful,andnowomanyouloveshouldbeput

throughthat..

Ifollowedher.Anothermajorredflag,Herbeing

herewhenherfuturehusbandisgettingmarried.

That'sjustanotherredflag

Ibelieveloveisenjoyablewhenshared

amongsttwopeopleonly,Iwantthatwitha

womanthatI'llfindalongtheway.Hopingmy

breakthroughwillcometoo,Mybigbreakwith

mypaintingsorgettingagoodenoughjob..

MystepfatherandIwerebusybraaingmeat,

Butwewerealmostdone.Itwasevenstarting

torain..



StepF:GetthelastmeatandI'llsortthebraai

standout

Me:Verywell

Itookthetupperwearandthebigforktogetthe

meat.Iputitinthetupperwear.

Weweren'tgoingtopreparePap,butRolls,

Saladandbeers..

Isetuptheplates..

Mthunzi'shouseisbeautiful.Iam notjealousof

him,ButIam angeredatthefactthathisfate

wasdecidedbetterthanmine.Whywasheset



apartfrom me?Mylifewouldcompletelybe

differenttooifIwasgiventhatsamefate..

PRINCESSKHOLI

Zethu:Imadereservationsforourstay

tomorrowatthehotel

Me:Thankyou

Zethuismybestfriend..

Zethu:Youdon'tlookhappy,Yougetting

marriedonSaturday

Me:TheQueenjustleft,Titileft.Mthunzi's

biologicalMother,Idon'tthinkshelikesmethat



much.Shehardlysaidanythingtome

Zethu:Whocaresthough?It'snotaboutthem,

It'saboutyou.Thosewhowannabehereare

here,Theoneswhotrulyloveyou.Whycryfor

peoplewhoclearlydon'tcareaboutyouand

yourhappiness

Me:That'strue..I'm notgoingtowasteworry

onuselessthingsandpeople

Zethu:It'saroyalwedding,Televisedandshit

Me:I'llprobablyfeelbetterwhenmyfamilygets

here

Zethu:True



TIERA

IwaspreparingforbedwhenIreceivedacall

from Senzo.Itookadeepbreathandanswered..

Me:Hello

Senzo:Hi..HopeI'm notdisturbing

Me:No..Notatall,Wasjustpreparingforbed

Senzo:Wantedtomakesurethatwebothon

thesamepagewiththemeetingtomorrow

Me:Okay



Senzo:I'lltextyouthenameoftherestaurant.

Howdoes10am sound?Theymakegood

breakfast

Me:10am isfinebyme

Senzo:Seeyouthen

Me:Okay..Goodnight

Senzo:Goodnightherhighness

.
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SENZO

Veryearlyinthemorningwewerewokenupby

thearrivalofanunexpectedvisitor.Itwas

around4am whenshearrived,QueenHlomuka.

Theoneandonly..Thisdramawasstartingto

getinterestingforme.Tomorrowit'saroyal

wedding,AndthewholeQueenwon'tbepresent

toseeher"Son"gettingmarried..

Queen:Senzo??

Me:Yes?



Mystepfatherclearedhisthroat..

Me:Imeanyesherhighness

Shewalkedovertome..

Queen:Icannotbelievethis..Spittingimage!

Youlookexactlylikeyourfathermorethanyour

littlebrotherdoes

Me:Waitwhat?

Queen:Ineverbelievedthecousinstory

Shelookedatmychest..



Queen:Thehornnecklace

Shetriedtotouchit,Isteppedback..

Queen:Doforgiveme..Doyouhaveabirth

markonyourback?

Me:Yes

Queen:Ican'tbelievethis

Shewalkedaround..

Queen:Hewhowasbornwiththebirthmark,Is

hewhowilltakethethrone



Shelookedatme..

Queen:MayIseeit?

Thiswasgettinghighlyawkwardforme..

Itookoffmyvestandturnedaround..

Queen:Lookatthat,Thebiggestbirthmark

Mybirthmarkisindeedbigalmostfillingupmy

back..

Iturnedaroundandputonmyvest..



Queen:Magnificent

Me:IfImayask,Whatisherhighnessdoing

here?

Queen:Ihadtoseethisformyself

StepF:Youtravelledallthewaytoseeabirth

mark?

Queen:Itravelledallthewaytomakesurethat

Senzoisgivenrightfullywhat'shis!

MystepfatherandIlookedateachother..

MTHUNZI



IwasalonewhenSomandlakaziwalkedin..

Som:MyLordyouhavecalledforme?

Me:Yes

Shecamecloser..

Som:Arewethinkingofbeheadingsomeoneon

theweekendofyourwedding?

Me:No..Atleastnotfornow

Som:HowcanIbeofhelp?



Me:Ihadadream

Som:I'm listening

Me:Someonewassittingonthethrone,Trust

me.Itwasnotme

Som:Isee

Me:Canyouperhapstellmewhoisaftermy

throne?

Som:OtherthanQueenMotherwhohassimply

givenup,Iseenooneelse

Me:Thiscannotbejustadream.Hewas

crownedaKing



Som:Maybeit'syourfearsplayingout

Me:Itrustedyou,Youcamehighly

recommendedandyoudoingnothingbut

disappointme

Som:Iwilllookintoit,Iassureyou

Me:Good!

TIERA

WhenIwokeuplateron,Ipreparedbreakfast

foreveryone..



Dad:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Dad:Preparingbreakfast?That'slovely

Me:Thankyou

Dad:Lovelyforyoutonotjoinus,Judgingfrom

youdressedup?Anyquests?

Me:Ihavetogomeetsomeone

Dad:Afriend?

Me:No..Aguywhobumpedmeatthemall,He



wantstopay

Dad:Huh..Exactlywhoisthisguy?

Me:HisnameisSenzo..Oddlyenoughhelooks

likeMthunzi

Dad:Isit?Sothisisadate?

Me:Nostrictlybusiness

Hesatdown..

Dad:Wellthenenjoyyourbusinessmeeting

Me:Thankyou



SENZO

Iwassittingatthekitchentablehavingcoffee..

Queen:Goodmorning

Freakedmeoutalittleherjustcreepingupon

melikethat..

Me:Goodmorning

Queen:Sleptgood?

Me:Yes..Andyou?Yourhighness?



Queen:Pleasethere'snoneedtoaddressme

likethat,MaybeQueenMother

Shewalkedovertothecupboard,Tookouta

mugandintrospectedit..

Queen:HadtimetothinkaboutwhatIsaidlast

night?

Me:ActuallyIhaven'tstoppedthinkingaboutit

Queen:Andwhatdoyousay?

Me:No

Shealmostdroppedthemug..



Queen:I'm sorryIdidn'tgetthat

Me:No..I'm notgoingtoallowyoutouseme

Queen:Nooneisusinganyonehere

Me:Really?MissingtheweddingoftheSon

you'veraisedallhislife?Isthatnormal?

Queen:Iam tryingtohelpyou

Me:AndIdon'tneedyourhelp..What'sthe

situation?Isthekingdom dying?Hanginginthe

balanceoffailuremaybe?



Queen:Mthunziis..Idon'tthinkhe'sdoinga

goodjob

Me:Howcome?Wasn'thetrainedforthis?

Queen:HeneverevenwantedtobeaK-

Herphonerang..

Queen:ExcuseMe

Shewalkedout...

MTHUNZI

IcalledTiera..Thistimeshepickedup..



Me:Givemeonegoodandvalidreasonwhyyou

wouldn'tpickupyourphone?

Titi:BecauseI'm drivingtothemall,AndIwas

catchingupwithfamily

Me:YouactuallyaregoingtoleavemeforElla

aren'tyou?

Titi:Ellahasfoundherselfagirlfriend

Me:Thenwhoisit?

Titi:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout



Me:Whenawomanstartsactingdodgythere's

someoneinvolved

Titi:Can'tawomanjustactdodgybecauseshe

wantsherindependencybackwhydoesaman

havetobeinvolved?

Me:Youright..Notthatanymanwouldaccept

anhivpositivewoman

Titi:ExcuseMe?

Me:Unlessyoulyingtohim andbrokenoneof

thetencommandments"Thoushaltnotlie"

MissI'm Christian

Titi:Okayclearlyyouhavingareallybadday



andI'm nothereforit..GoodbyeShadow

Shehungup..

Icalledthecommissioner..

Com:MyLord

Me:Ineedmywifetobetailed

Com:Uhm isn'tsheplanningforthewedding?

Me:Mysecondwife,She'satthecity.Ifshe's

seenwithamanotherthanherfather.Killthe

bastard

.
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SENZO

Tieratextedmethatshewas5minaway.Iwas

alreadyattherestaurant.GiventhemenuandI

wasgoingthroughthebreakfastmenu.Idon't

havemuchonme,Mystepfathergaveme

R600justtohidemyshameinthiswhole

situation.YouneverknowhowmuchaMan's

Egocanbebruiseduntilyoufindhim with

nothinginhiswallet....

Ikeptonstudyingthemenu,Calculatingto

makesurethatwhateversheorders.I'llbeable



tocoverit.I'lljustgetthebasicbreakfastwith

coffee,Won'tbemorethanR100..

Ihadleftmyhornnecklacesafelyathome.

Mthunziwearsone,Idon'twanthertogetthe

ideaasyet..

MTHUNZI

WewereoutsidewaitingforKholi'sfatherand

therestofherfamilytoarrive..Myphone

vibrated,Iexcusedmyselfandwentinsideto

thekitchen..

Me:Commissioner

Com:MyLord..I'vefoundsomeone



Me:That'sgood

Com:Textmeallthedetailsneeded,Whereshe

lives.Thecarshedrivesetc

Me:I'lltextyouallherinformation

Com:Yesmylord

Me:Ihavetogo,I'm abitheldup

Ihungup..

TIERA



Theyopenedthedoorforme..

Waiter:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Waiter:Tableforone?

Me:I'm actuallyheretomeetsomeone,Not

surewhereheissleeping

Waiter:Okaythiswayplease

Ifollowedhim aswesearched,Wesearched

untilInoticedhim..



Me:Thereheis

Wewenttohistable.Senzostoodup..

Senzo:Hi

Me:Hi

Hecameandopenedthechairforme..Isat

down..

Me:Thankyou

Thewaiterputmymenunexttome..

Waiter:Anythingtodrinkinthemeantime?



Senzo:Coffeeplease,Makeitblacknomilk

Ilookedathim..Thatwasimpressive.Aman

whodrinksblackcoffee..

Me:Icedcoffeeplease

Waiter:Comingrightup

Senzo:Thankyouforcoming

Me:It'sokay

Iputmyhandbagdownbythesideofthe

windowsoitcanbemoresafe.WhenIcame



backup,Hestoodupandleanedoverputting

hishandbytheedgeofthetablesomyface

doesn'thittheedgeofthetable..

Thesideofmyfaceactuallyhithishand,Ifhe

didn'tdothatIwasgoingtobruisemyself.

WhenIsatupstraight,Ilookedathim..

Senzo:Youokay?

Me:I'm fine..Thankyou

Henoddedthensatbackdownandopenedhis

menu.Ididtoowithalittlesmileonmyface...

ELLA



Cebisile:"AngisakwazinoLala,Lokho

ng'cabangayena.Lokhong'cabangayena,

Ngisabaweliukumbona..Longdistance

uyanyova.."..[Singing ]

Ipickedupherankaracloth,Shewasinthe

river..Bythewaterstream..

Cebisile:"Nkulunkulucelaungipheamaphiko,

Velengindizeee"

Iwentcloserbythebigrockandcrouched.She

hadabeautifulvoice,Notgreatbutbeautiful

eitherway..

Me:Cebisile



Sheturnedaroundwithherhandscoveringher

smallbreasts..

Cebi:Hey..Hi

Me:Idon'tthinkit'ssafetobeintheriverall

alone

Cebi:Aww..Ngihlalangiyenzanje(Ialways

cleansehere)

Me:Yaabutnoteverydayisthesame

IputherAnkaraclothdown,Stoodupand

turnedaroundsoshecouldcomeout..

CebisileandI,Wefirstmethere.WhenIstarted



myjourneyintheforest,Inoticedherherein

thesameriver.Sheusuallycomeswithher

Sister,I'm surprisedshe'salonetoday..Sheisa

traditionalhealer,Wentthroughinitiationand

she'spracticingfulltime.Healingpeopleand

everything.ToldmeherMotherwasmeantto

beone,Deniedhercallingandpassedon.A

longtimeago,Nowshestayswithherbigsister

andthesister'shusband.She'shadaroughlife,

Allconcerninghergift,ButI'm gladshe'susing

hergiftnowtohelpsustainherself...Shehadto

dropoutofvarsitybecauseofhercalling,And

alsobecauseshewasgettingsickfrequently..

Cebisile:I'm done

Iturnedaroundandlookedather,Shewasstill

wet..



Me:Didyoursisterbringyou?

Cebisile:Herhusband,Hewasofftoday

Me:Isit?

Cebisile:Yaa

Me:Okay

Cebisile:Haveyoucometopray?

Me:Yes

Cebisile:OkayI'llgetdressedinthecavethen



Ipickedupherbagandfollowedher..

TIERA

Helaughed..

Senzo:ImaKancanceNdlovukazi(Waita

minuteherhighness)

Icontinuedeating..

Senzo:Ifyourcarisn'tdamaged,Thenwhyare

youhere?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..



Me:Iwasn'tgoingtorefusefreebreakfast

Henodded....

Senzo:Isee

Me:Youknow,Thismaycomeacrossas

somehowbut..Youlooklikemyh-..Youlook

likemyFiancé,Orformerfiancé

Senzo:Former?

Me:It'salongandcomplicatedstory

Senzo:I'm notgoingtopush



Me:Thankyou..Thisisnice,MaybeabreakI

needed

Helookedatme..

Me:What?

Senzo:Iwannatakeyousomewhere,Afterthe

breakfastifit'sokaywithyou

Me:Uhm..Okay..Idon'tmind

Senzo:Areyousureyougoodwiththe

breakfast?

Me:I'm good,Thisisenough



Wecontinuedeating..

MTHUNZI

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:He'slate

Mom:He'stheKing..Hecanevenbe3hours

late

Me:Thisisnothiskingdom,Thisismy

kingdom

Mom:YoumarryinghisDaughter.He'sonly



Daughter

Me:There'snothingspecialabouther,She

wasn'tevenavirgin

Mom:What'seatingyouup?

Me:Nothing..Justwaitingforsomecall

Mom:Suckitup!YouknowhowtheKingislike

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI

Kholi'sFather,KingLushabawashere.Wewere

havingafeast,Inhonourofhispresence..

King:TheQueenmissingherSon'swedding

tomorrow

Me:She'sgonetothecity,Toattendtoa

certainmatter.MyMotherisheretotakethe

Queen'splace

King:Interesting..Acommonerstandinginfor

theQueen,Thiskeepsongettingworse

Me:MyMothermightbeacommonerbutsheis

notheretodaycarryingthattitle.She'shere



todayasmymother,MybirthMother

King:Itstilldoesn'texcusethefactthatroyal

protocolswerebroken.SeethisiswhyI

respectedyourFather,Itseemsliketherewon't

beanygoodKing

Me:WithallduerespectKingLushababutI'm

notmyFather

King:Anditshows

Me:Ifyoudon'twannabehereyoucanleave

Mom:Mthunzi!!

King:It'sbecauseyourfatherandmyselfwere



goodalliasthatI'm lettingyoumarrymy

Daughter.Idon'tknowwhatshesawinyou,The

heartisaveryvitalorganbutitcanbestupid

Me:IfIremembercorrectlythisisanarranged

marriage,Don'tspeaklikeyoudoingmea

favour

Hestoodup..

King:Iam KingLushabaandIrefusetobe

spokentoolikethat!

Istooduptoo..

Me:AndIam KingMthunziHlomukathe5th.I

refusetobedisrespectedtoo



King:Thereshallbenoweddingtomorrow

Mom:KingLushabaId-

King:Youshallremainquiet!!Speakingoverthe

Kingisapunishableoffensebydeath,Inmy

kingdom you'llbeputtodeathnow

Helookedatme..

King:Guard

OneofhisGuardscamecloser..

King:GetmyDaughterfrom whateverHotel



she'sat..Weleavingfirstthingwhenshegets

here

Guard:YesmyLord

King:Pathetic!!

TIERA

Thebreeze,Thecalmnessofthewaterinthe

riverwassoothing.Itwasn'ttotallyquiet.Birds

werechapping..

Me:Wowit's..It'sbeautiful

Senzo:IcomehereallthetimewhenIneedto

clearmyhead.It'snature,Verymuchcloseto



one'sroots

Me:Ididn'tseeyouasaculturalman

Senzo:Igetthatalot

Hetookoutafewcoinsfrom hispockets.

Senzo:Itakeacoin,Makeawishandthrowitin

theriver..Wannatry?

Me:Can3work?

Senzo:Yaasurelet'stry

ItookthefirstR2...



Me:Iwishthatnothingstandsinmywayof

goingbacktoschoolnextyear

Ithrewit..

Tookanotherone..

Me:Iwishthatthisshameofarelationship

betweenMthunziandIendsforgoodwithout

repercussions

Itookthelastone..

Me:Iwishtonevergiveuponlove



Ithrewitin..

Senzo:WowIwasgoingtosaykeepyour

wishestoyourself,Saythem from deepwithin

Me:Yourturn

HetooktheR2..

Senzo:Iwishthatallyourwishescometrue

Hethrewitin..

Me:Younotgoingtowishanythingforyourself?

Senzo:Notenterlybecauseifyourlastwish



comestrue,Thenmywisheswillcometruetoo

Thatwasdeepandprofound..

Senzo:Weshouldbegettingback,It'snottoo

safe.Whenitgetsdarktheforestcomesalive,

Plustheownerofthewatersrespectedusso

let'snotoverstayourvisit

Hestretchedhishandouttome..

Senzo:Shallwe?

Istretchedmyhandouttohim...

MTHUNZI



Mymotherfollowedme..

Mom:Youneedtoapologize

Me:Iam notApologizingtothatoldarrogant

fool!!

Mom:Mthunzi!ThisisaNationalroyalwedding,

OtherRoyalswillbecomingtomorrow.Thisis

anembarrassmenttothekingdom,Tothe

throneandtheHlomukalegacy

Me:Idon'tcare!!It'salwaysroyaltythis,Royalty

that

Mom:Ididnotraiseyoulikethis!



Me:Youdidn'traisemeatall

Sheslappedme..

Mom:Iain'tpretendedtobeyournannyall

theseyearsforyoutobelikethis!Ididn'traise

youasyourmotherbutIwasalwaysthere,I

raisedyoumorethantheQueendidbutIsee

shehasinfectedyou!Iam highlydisappointed

inyouthatyouwouldspitonyourFather's

legacylikethisandmakeyourenemieshappy..

Sies!!

Shewalkedout..

KHOLI



Iexcusedmyselftothebalconywhenmy

Father'scallcamethrough..

Me:Baba

Dad:Packeverythingofyoursoneofthe

Guardsisfetchingyou

Me:Why?

Dad:Theshallbenoweddingtomorrow

Me:What?

Dad:Iwillnotallowyoutomarrythatboy



Me:Baba!

Dad:Iknewyoushould'vemarriedtotheother

royalfamily,Notthisone

Me:I'm surewhateveritis,Itcanbefixed

Dad:Nothingisgoingtobefixed..Packup!

Me:ButBaba

Dad:I'm notspeakingtoyouasyourFather

rightnowbutyourKing.It'sacommand!

QUEENHLOMUKA



Me:Whatdoyoumeantheweddingisoff?

Som:MthunzidisrespectedtheKing,He'snot

happy

Me:Mthunziisgoingtobethedeathofme

Som:Can'tyouflyback?

Me:No..I'm hereonsomethingveryimportant

Som:Whatisit?

Me:Ican'tsay



Som:It'sverybad

Me:Maybeit'stimethatMthunzilearns

Som:Queenlisten

Me:Bye

KINGLUSHABA

ImadeacalltomySeer..

Makhosi:Nkosiyam,Kuyala(It'sbad)

Me:Talktome



Makhosi:Lombhem wenuwomfanyanauMthuzi,

Amadloziawekhokuye(Mthunzi'sancestors

arenotwithhim)

Me:Njani?(How)

Makhosi:BayabikaabadalaukuthiAmadlozi

asekeleiNkosiyangempela(Theancestorsare

protectingtherealking)

Me:Angizwa?(Idon'tunderstand)

Makhosi:Yenalowebalaelimnyamawuye

okhethiweukuthiabeyiNkosiyesizwesakwa

Hlomuka.Kungekunjalo,IsizwesakwaHlomuka

sizobhubha(Theonewithabirthmarkisthe

chosenone,Ifhedoesn'tbecomeKing.The

Hlomukakingdom willseizetoexist)



Me:Whoisthat?

Makhosi:Akabonakali,Amadloziwakheame

phambiliamfihlile(Ican'tseehim.He's

ancestorsareshieldinghim)

Me:Uthinina?(whatareyousaying)

SENZO

Titiscreamed..Iturnedback.Ihadgonebefore

hertoclearthepathwayforher..

Me:Ndlovukazi



Acobrawasstandingblockingher..

Tiera:WhenItrytomovetothesideitgoes

there

Iwalkedtoit..

Tiera:SenzoNo..

Me:Shhhhh..

Icrouchedanditturnedit'shead.Ilookedatit,

Itlookedatme.Igrabbeditbythetail,Then

slowlyturnedittogotoanotherdirection..

Itpeacefullycrawledaway.Sherantomeand

huggedme..



Tiera:OhhLord

Me:Youokay..Youokay

Tiera:Howdidyou?Thatwasacobra?

Me:Let'sgetoutofhere

Ipickedherup,Shewrappedherarmsaround

myneck.Shewasstilltrembling.

.
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TIERA

Inthecarashedrovemetomycar,Ikepton

thinkingaboutthesnakesituation.Itjustdidn't

makesensetome,Iwasn'tunderstanding..I

keptonstealingglancesathim ashe

concentratedontheroad..

Me:Senzo

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Me:Thesnakesituation?Caretoexplain?

Maybegiveamorebelievableexplanation?

Hefocusedbackontheroadagainwithalittle



laugh..

Senzo:Maybelet'sjustsayIwatchalotof

snakeshowsandIgotafewtips..Satisfied?

Me:ThatwilldoIguess

ELLA

HerBrotherinlawwasstandingbythecarasI

walkedhertothecar..Hegavemeaserious

look..

Cebisile:Uhm Bhutithisismyfriend,Ella.Ella

thisismyBrotherinlaw..Themba

Igavehim anodasagreeting,Hedidthesame..



Themba:Didyougeteverythingyouwanted?

Cebisile:Yes

Sheturnedtome..

Cebisile:I'llcallyou

Me:I'llcallyou

Cebi:Bye

Me:Bye

Heopenedthedoorforher,Lethergetinwith



hishandonherback.Ididn'tlikethissetup,It

wasverySuspicious..

Ilookedathim ashelookedatme..

Themba:ByeElla

Me:ByeBrotherThemba

TIERA

Me:Ihadagoodday,Thankyou

Senzo:Metoo

Igavehim ahug..



Senzo:Textmewhenyougethome,SoIknow

yougothomesafe

Me:I'lldo

Heopenedthedoorforme,Igotinside..

Hestoodthereandwaitedformetodriveoff,

Wavingme..

MTHUNZI

Kholiwasherewithherfriends,KingLushaba

wasstilladamantonleaving..



Kholi:Icannotbelievethatyoutwodon'twanna

makepeacewhentomorrowit'smybigday

King:KholiIdon'thavetimeforthis.Stopcrying!

Youembarrassingyourself.Thisboyisnot

worthyourtears

Me:"Thisboy?"

King:Ihavemadeupmymind,Weareleaving.

Wewillgetyousomeoneelse,Arealprince

Kholi:Idon'twantanotherPrince..Iwant

Mthunzi!

King:He'snotevenarealking,He'snotthe

rightfulkingtothethrone



Ilookedathim..

King:Ohwmommydidn'ttellyou?Youhavea

Brother.Thechosenonetorightfullyclaim the

throne.Hewasbornwiththebirthmark,

Ancestorsareshieldinghim.Theyareallonhim

thatiswhyMthunziisrunningthekingdom

downthedrain.Idon'twantyoutiedtohim

whenthathappens

Me:Yousonofabitch!!

Ichargedathim,Twoofhisguardsstopped

me..

Me:I'vealwaysknownyouwereshitbutto

makethisup??



King:Ifyoueverthreatentodothatagain,This

kingdom willbeunderextremeattack.Your

peoplewillfightthewrathofmykingdom!

Kholi:WhatareyoutalkingaboutDaddy?

King:IguesshisMotherhasalottosay

IturnedandlookedatmyMother..

Me:Ma?

Mom:Mthunzi

Me:Tellmehe'slying



King:Ican'tlie,BecauseIconsultedwithmy

Healertoseeifthisshameofthewedding

shouldhappen

Mom:YouhadnorightKingLushaba

King:checkmate..Getmyhat.Kholilet'sgo,

Whoknows??Maybeyoumightmarryhis

BrotherHopinghewillbebetterthanthis

Kholistoodthere..

King:Kholilet'sgo

Kholi:I'm notgoing



King:Excuseme?

Kholi:IloveMthunziandI'llstandbyhim

throughthickandthin

King:Ifyoustay..Iwilldisownyou

Kholi:Sobeit..I'm tiredofbeingcontrolledby

youDaddy

King:KingLushaba..KingLushaba

Kholi:KingLushaba

Hespatonthefloor..



King:Mayyouneverstepfootinmykingdom

everagain!

Withthatbeingsaid,Hewalkedaway.Followed

byhisguards.Foramomentitwassilent..

Mom:Mthunzi

Me:Justleavemealone,Notnow

IwentstraighttoSomandlakazi..

SENZO

Itwasalongdaybutagreatone.Tieraisa

wonderfulwoman,Humble,Calm andsweet..

Thesnakesituation,Ihadfaithinmyancestors.



Ihavealwaysbeentoldthattheyprotectingme

always,Theyinfrontofme.I'm notsayingI'm

immortal,Buttheyplaytheirpathverywell..

Igothome,Hopingforashowerandapeaceful

night.TheQueenwassittingatthetable

drinkingwine..

Me:QueenHlomuka

Queen:Senzo

Me:Justgoingtoshowerandsleep

Queen:Senzo

Me:You'vewastedyourtimebycominghere,I



am notgoingtobeusedbyyou.Youdidn't

comeallthewayhereforthat,Youwon'thelp

mefrom thegoodnessofyourheart.It'saquid

proquo

Queen:OkaySenzosomaybeyounotatall

retarded,Yesmaybethere'ssomethingIneed

from you

Me:TheanswerisNo

Queen:Youdidn'tevenhearmeout

Me:Idon'tcare

Queen:MaybeIshouldcallMthunziandtellhim

aboutyou,Tellhim youlivinginhishouseand



justcausewarbetweenyou,Thokoand

Mthunzi

Ilaughedwhilstshakingmyhead..

Me:Typical!!

Iwalkedtothebathroom..

Queen:Senzowait

Me:Listenhere..Justsoweclear,Iam not

Mthunzianddon'tthinkyourblackmail,Threats

whateveryoucallthem willworkonme.Do

yourbest!

MTHUNZI



Iwalkedintoherchamberswiththeguards.

Me:Siezeher!

Som:MyLordwhat'shappening?

Me:Youhavedonenothingbutmisleadme

Som:Idon'tunderstand

Me:IhaveaBrother!!!WhoistherightfulKing

Som:Awhat?

Me:Seizeher!!



Som:Mthunzi..ImeanmyLord

Me:YoushallremaininthedungeonuntilI

knowwhattodowithyou!!

HerSonwalkedin..

Ilookedathim..

Sunny:Mom what'shappening?

Som:It'salrightSunny

Me:Youknowwhat,Leaveher..Seizehim



Som:What?

TheGuardswenttoSunny..

Som:Whatarethechargesonhim?

Me:I'm charginghim fordatingmysister.She's

aprincessandshouldn'tbeaffiliatedwitha

commoner

Som:Mthunzi

Me:Ifyoudon'tgetmeinformationonthis

brotherofmine..Iwillhavehim beheadedin3

days.Hanghisbodyinthefieldstobeeatenby

crowsandserveyouhisheadonasilverplatter



Som:Youwouldn't

Me:Tryme!

Iwalkedtothedoor..

Som:Youdon'tknowtheforcesthatyouare

toyingwithMthunziHlomuka

Me:3days!

.
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TIERA

Me:Likeheliterallyheldthesnakelikethe

snakewasnothing

Noresponsefrom her..

Me:Ella

Ella:I'm sorrywhat?

Me:Areyouokay?You'vebeenawfullyquiet

tonight

Ella:ThisgirlImetCebisile..IthinkherBrother

inlawisabusinghersexually



Me:Ella!!Ifsomethinglikethisishappening,

Youneedtohelpher

Ella:Idon'twannabeforwardandintervene

onlytofindthatit'snottrue,Mightruinher

relationshipwithherfamily

Me:Ifyouthinkit'shappeningthenitis,Never

violateahunch

Ella:Idon'tevenknowhowtobringitupwith

her,Whatifshegetsmadandneverwannatalk

tomeeveragain

Me:Ihaveanideahowaboutyouinviteher

tomorrowfordinner,ThinkImightgetthrough

toher



Ella:Areyousure?

Me:I'm sure

QUEENHLOMUKA

Somandlakaziwasveryangry..Shecalledmeto

tellmewhatMthunzihasdone..

Som:He'splayingwithforcesbeyondhim,Iwill

rainterroronthewholekingdom.I'llputthe

kingdom underattackfrom enemiesallover.

Yourpeoplewillbekilled,Theywillbedestroyed.

They'llbepersecuted

Isighed..



Me:HisnameisSenzo..Helivesherein

Mthunzi'splace

Som:He'sveryshieldedbyhisancestorshow

didyouknowhisidentity?

Me:Ialsohavemyways

Som:Ihopeyounotplayingwithme

Me:Wheremykingdom isthreatened,Trustme

I'llprotectit

MTHUNZI



Amahle:Youcan'tdothis!

Me:Ican

Amahle:Justreleasehim,Andwewillleave.We

willleavethevillage

Me:YouarenotgoinganywhereandI'm not

releasinghim

Amahle:Ihateyou

Me:You'llbefine

Shewalkedaway..



Kholi:Whatdidhedo?

Me:Iam theKingKholi,Youdon'thavetoknow

everythingabouteachprisoner

Kholi:I'm goingtobed,Areyoucoming?

Me:I'llbethere

SENZO

ThenextmorningIwokeuptotheQueeneating

breakfast..

Me:Ijustreadthattheweddingwascanceled,

It'strending



Queen:Unfortunatelyyes

Me:Alotofthingsarebeingsaid,Mthunzi

disrespectedtheKing?

Queen:Yes

Iwhistled..

Queen:I'm leavingtodayafterbreakfast,Still

don'twannatakemyoffer?

Me:Thanksbutnothanks

Queen:Areyougoingtogoafterthethrone?



Me:That'sbetweenmeandmyancestors

Queen:Isee

MTHUNZI

Guard:MyLord..TheHealerwantstotalkto

you

Me:Letherin

TheGuardletherin..

Som:HisnameisSenzo.Helivesinyourhouse,

Inthecity.HasbeenlivingwithyourMom ever



sincethedeathofhisGrandmother.Hehasthe

birthmarkonhisback

Ikeptquiet..

Som:Doyouwantmetodosomething?

Me:No..I'llhandleitmyself..YourSonwillbe

releasedtoyou

Som:Ifyoudon'ttrustinmypowersthenletme

leave,Ishallnotbeallowedtobetreatedlike

this

Me:MyapologiesHealer

Som:I'm heretohelpyou



Me:YouandyourSonwilldinewithusfor

breakfast,Myapologies

Som:Howareyougoingtodothis,What'sthe

plan?

Me:AsI'vesaid..Leaveituptome

TIERA

Iwasshockedtowakeuptoatrendofthe

weddingcanceled..

Dad:GoodmorningBaby



Me:GoodmorningDad..Didyouseethis?

Dad:Theroyalscandals?

Me:Yes

Dad:Notsurprised,Mthunziisdisrespectful

Me:I'm notgoingbackthere

Dad:Ithoughtyouweregoingtogobackand

gettherestofyourthings?

Me:AlltheimportantthingsIneed,Itookthem.

Idon'thaveareasontogoback



Dad:HaveyouspokentoMthunzi?Tellhim

what'sgoingon?

Me:No..NotyetbutIwill

MTHUNZI

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthis?About

him?

Mom:Ineverthoughtyourpathswouldcross

Me:TheydidMa..They'vecrossedandhe'sthe

rightfulKing!

Mom:Pleasedon'tkickhim outofthehouse,

He'sdownandoutfinancially



Me:Howisthatmyproblem?

Mom:HeisyourBrotherandhedidnothingto

you.Heneveraskedforthisandifyoukickhim

out,I'llleavewithhim.Wewillgobackhome

andseewhattodo

Me:Youchoosinghim?

Mom:HeismySontoo..I'vechosenyouall

yourlife

Me:Areyouchoosinghim becauseofthe

throne?

Mom:I'm choosinghim becausehe'smySon.I



willbeleavingtoday,Goingback.Ohwbythe

waytheQueenyousotrust,Wasatthecity

convincingSenzototakethethronefrom you.

That'sthereasonwhyshewasadamantto

missyourwedding

.
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SENZO

AWEEKLATER

EversincemyMom camebackfrom thevillage,

Shehasn'tbeenokay.Especiallysincemystep



fatherisnotaround.He'sgonebacktowork,

He'satruckdriver.SpecificallyforShopriteand

checkers.Insteadofthem deliveringthe

vegetables,Hedrivestothefarm togetthem

forthesupermarkets..He'snotliketheusual

truckdriversthatdisappearforamonthorso.

Withhim,2daysandnotmore.Hedoesn'tonly

fetchfruits&Vegetables,Butalsootherthings

from theworkshop..

Shewassittingatthekitchendrinkingteaand

eatingcroissants..

Iwalkedovertoherandputmyhandsonher

shoulders,Shefreakedout..

Ma:Ididn'thearyoucoming



Me:Youweredeepinyourthoughts

Ileanedoverandkissedhercheek...

Me:What'sonyourmind?

Ma:Mthunziisflyingintoday,Hehasfoundout

aboutyou.I'm scaredhemightputusoutof

thishouse

Me:YouknowIdon'treallycareaboutMthunzi.

Idon'tcareabouthim beingonthethrone,I

neverevenimaginedtakingthethronefrom him

butnow.Themoneythathassupportedhim

thusfar,Ishalfmine.Ifheputsusout,Thenhe

needstorightfullygivemebackwhat'smine.All

ofit!!



Ma:Ihatebothofyougoingagainsteachother

Me:That'snottheonlythinghe'sgoingtobe

pissedabout

Sheturnedbackandlookedatme..

Ma:What?

Iretractedmyhandsfrom her..

Me:TieraandI,We'vebeenonsomefriend

basis

Ma:Wait?Titi?



Me:Yeah

Ma:Senzo!!

Me:Shedoesn'twanthim,Shehasbrokenitoff

Ma:Thisisgettingworse

MTHUNZI

Iwasattheairport.Titihadsentmeamessage

afewdaysago,Istandcorrected.Shehassent

memultiplemessagestellingmeshe's

breakingupwithme.She'snotcomingback..

Kholicamebackandsatdown..



Kholi:Haveyouordered?

Me:Iwaswaitingforyou

Kholi:What'swrong?Youhaven'tbeenokay

thesepastfewdays

Me:Titibrokeupwithme,She'snotcoming

back

Kholi:Howdoyoufeelaboutit?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:RightnowIhavemoreimportantthingson



mymind,Likemythronebeingthreatened

Kholi:YaaIhadfaithinTiti.Reallythoughtshe

wasgoingtobebyourside.Ingoodtimesand

badtimes

Me:Let'sorder,Ourflightisleavinginanhour

TIERA

Admin:Youdon'thavetostartfrom firstyear,

Nextyearyoucanregister.You'llregisterand

startafreshfrom yoursecondyear

Me:ThankGod

Admin:Ifyoucameearlierweweregoingto



registeryouagainandyouwould'vecontinued

Me:Noit'sokay..I'm gladI'm notstartingafresh

Admin:Youwelcome

Ilookedather..

Me:Am Ibeingdoneafavour?

Admin:Sorry?

Me:Am Ibeingdoneafavour?HencewhyI'm

notstartingafresh?

Admin:Uhm no..It'showthingsworknow



Me:Ohwthankyou

Admin:Youwelcome

Igotupandleft,IwasmeetingCebisilefor

breakfast.Shecouldn'tcomeoverfordinner

butagreedtomeetme..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Som:Wehavenochoice

Me:Itriedgettingthroughtohim,Hedoesn't

want



Som:Theancestorsaren'twithMthunzibut

Senzo.Senzohastocometoclaim thethrone,

Ifnot.Thekingdom willfallapart,Mthunzihas

madeenemiestolasthim alifetimewhenhe

messedwithKingLushaba.Thekingdom is

underattack

Me:Whatarewegoingtodo?

Som:Nothing..Senzohastocomeandtakehis

place

Me:IfSenzocomes,He'sgoingto..He'sgoing

toremovemefrom thisvillagethenThokowill

takemyplace.ThewomanI'vespentsomany

yearstryingtodismissfrom takingmyspot,My

place.NowIwishIhadtakenSenzointhan

Mthunzi



Som:Youdidn'tknowthatThokohadanother

Son

Me:Evenso

Som:Itiswhatitis

Me:Istheresomethingyoucando?

Som:Ican'tfightancestors.Theyspirit,You

can'tfightnorchallengeaspirit

Me:Wescrewed

SENZO



Iglanceddownatmyhornnecklace.Ineedto

tellTitithetruth.AboutwhoIam,Ihopeshe

won'tseemeotherwise.Iam startingto

developfeelingsforher,Ilikewhatwehave

goingon..

Icalledher..

Titi:Hey

Me:Ndlovukazi

Titi:Howareyou?

Me:I'm good.Wenaunjani?(Howareyou)



Titi:I'm good..I'm from school,Theyallowed

metocomebacknextyear.Secondyear

Me:That'sgood..I'm happyforyou

Titi:Iknowright?

Me:Whatplansdoyouhaverightnow?

Titi:I'm goingtomeetafriend

Me:Ineedtoseeyou,Whenyouarefree.Ineed

totalktoyouaboutsomething

Titi:Soundsserious



Me:Itis

Titi:OkayI'lltellyouwhenI'm donehere

Me:OkayI'llbewaiting

Titi:Bye

Me:Bye

MTHUNZI

Kholi:What'stheplanwithSenzo?

Me:I'm hopinghewilltakemygenerousoffer



Kholi:Offer?

Me:150kamonth,Untilhisdyingdayin

exchangeforthethrone

Kholi:Youaregoingtobribehim forhisbirth

right?

Me:Notbribe,It'sagooddeal

Kholi:Youthinkhe'sgoingtotakethemoney

overthethrone?

Me:He'llbeafoolnottoo..Youcan'tjustbea

Kingovernight.Youneedtobegroomedfrom a

youngage



Kholi:That'strue

Me:Let'sgo

.
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InorderformetobreakintoCebisile,Ihadto

breakmyselftoher.HerenergyandAurawas

soopen,Welcomingandcalm.Hervoicewas

soft,Andhersmile.Shehasoneofthemost

beautifulsmilesthatI'veeverseenagirlwears.

Ievensawthatthiswasn'tmuchofherscene.



Arestaurantmoreequippedthantheusual

ones.Ijustwantedhertobeinadifferentscene,

AndZone.Getheroutofhercomfortzone..

Cebisile:Wowyoulooklikeyouhaveneverbeen

throughsuch,Godisindeedgood.Yourguides

arealsogoodandfaithful.Youarean

inspiration

Me:Thankyou

Ilookedather..

Me:Cebipleasedon'ttakethisasanambush,

ButmayIpleaseaskyousomething?

Cebi:AnythingSisi



Me:DoyoufeelanythingforElla?

Sheblushed..

Me:Ohhdon'tbeshy,Iwon'ttellher.Ipromise

Cebi:Idolikeheralot.She'sverybeautiful,

Caring,Smartandhasabigheart

Me:Andshelikesyoutoo

Cebi:Really?

Me:Yes..Relationshiplike



Cebi:WowIdidn'tseeherfallingforsomeone

likeme

Me:Iknow..Ioncefeltthesamewaytoo,But

hey.IwentanddatedawholePrincethatlater

becameaKing

Cebi:That'snice

Me:Yaabutthatdream didn'tlast

Cebi:Howcome?

Me:Justdidn'tworkout

Cebi:That'sstrangebecauseyouappearwitha

crown,AsaQueen..Indlovukazi



Me:Youmustbemistaken,MthunziandIwe

aredone

Cebi:Myreadingshaveneverbeenwrong.He's

abittaller,Birthmarkonhisback.Ahorn

necklace,Paints.He'saKingortherightfulone

rather

Ichokedandcoughed..

Cebi:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes.Uhm..

Cebi:I'm sorryIdidn'tmeantoo..IthoughtElla

would'vetoldyouoryourDad



Me:Wealmostdonehere,IthinkIhavetogo

Cebi:Ididn'tmeantooffendyou

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Youdidn'tsweetie..I'llgetthebill,We've

beenhereforawhilenow

MTHUNZI

Wewereescortedtothecarthatwillbetaking

ustomyhouse..

Ineedtogobackhome,Withafullagreement



betweenSenzoandI.Idon'tthinkhe'sequipped

tobeaKing.Hemustjustacceptthefinancial

offerthatI'm puttingouttohim,It'llhelphim in

thelongrun..

SENZO

Dad:Lifeisunfair.Ifweallmediatedonthat,No

onewouldbesuccessful

Hewassittingonhisthroneandpeelingan

orange..

Me:BeingaKingseemsliketoomuchofa

responsibility

Dad:Itis.Enemiesleftandright,Everyone



waitingforyourdownfall.Thebiggestsnakes

arenotstrangersSon,Thebiggestsnakesare

withinthefamilyrelation.Anenemyoutsideyou

canalwaysseeitcomingmostofthetime,An

enemyinside.Youdon'tseeitcoming,Until

theyplungethebiggestknifeonyourback.

Me:Idon'tevenknowthetraitsofbeingaKing

Dad:It'snottaught.It'sinyourblood.You

becomeaKingthatyourpeoplecanbeproudof,

Akingthatyouyourselfcanbeproudof.Weare

goingtobackyouupalltheway

Me:WhataboutMthunzi?

Dad:MthunziisaPrince,Hehasnorightto

claim thethrone.LookSon,Thekingdom is



falling,Youneedtoriseupandclaim it

Mom:Senzo..Senzo!!!

Islowlyopenedmyeyes..

Mom:Mthunziisonhisway

Me:Letmegotakeaquickshower

TIERA

Cebi:I'lltakeacabhome

Me:Icandropyouoff



Cebi:Noit'snot,Idon'twannabotheryou

Me:OkayI'llgiveyoumoneyforataxifare

Cebi:I'vegotmoneywithyou.You'vedonealot,

Thankyousomuch

Me:I'llseeyouagainsoon

Cebi:Ihopeso

Igaveherahug....

Iwatchedherassheleft..

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledSenzo,Hedidn't



pickup.Ihungupandtextedhim "Weneedto

talk"..

ELLA

Iwasnervous,Verynervousathowbreakfast

wasgoingbetweenTitiandCebi.Ireallylike

Cebilisle,AndIdon'twantthisbreakfast

betweenherTititoturnoutbad..

Myphonerang,ItwasTiera..

Me:Titi

Titi:Whydidn'tyoutellme

Me:Tellyouwhat?



Titi:AboutSenzo,NowIhadtofindoutfrom

Cebi

Me:Ididn'tthinkitwasmyplacetosay

anythingfornow,Didn'twannaforcemyhandin

thesituation

Titi:WhatishappeningElla?

Me:Howwasbreakfast?

Titi:Breakfastwasgood..Cebijustleft

Me:Okay



Titi:I'm onmywayback,We'lltalk

Me:Sharp

SENZO

MyMom wasanervouswreck..

Mom:Theyhere..Theyhere

Me:What'sexpectedofustodo?Layoutared

carpetforhim?

Mom:Senzothisisserious

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay



Heardthedoorbellring.Shedidn'tmove,Just

stoodthere..

Me:ShouldIgetit?

Mom:No..I'llgetit

Shewalkedovertogetit..

Mom:I'llgetit

Sheopened..

Mom:Mthunzi..Kholi..Welcome



Sheusheredthem in,Iwasstandingthere.

Mthunziwalkedinfirst,Ranhiseyesaround

untiltheylandedonmine.Wesiblings,There

wasabitofsomesimilaritihereandtherewith

ourphysicalappearances..

Mom:ThisisSenzo,SenzothisisMthunziand

hissoontobewife.PrincessKholi

Therewasamomentofsilencebetween

MthunziandI..

Me:Heardalotaboutyou

Mthunzi:Can'tsaythesameaboutyou

.
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Ella:NotmanyareabletoseeSenzo'sfuture,

It'sperfectlyhiddenandshieldedbyancestors..

Iwalkedaroundtheroom..

Ella:Onlyifyouarepurelygifted,Oryouusing

yourgiftforgooduse.Thenhisancestorswill

allowyoutoseehisfuture



Me:EllathisfeelslikeI'm dreaming,Dejavuall

overagain

Ella:YourdestinywasnotMthunzibutSenzo.

YourdestinyasaQueenremained,Butitwas

notwiththerightBrother

Isatdown..

Ella:Iknowit'sdifficulttotakeinbut..SenzoI

believehe'sgenuine.Mightnothavemethim

butreadinghisenergyfrom hispictures,He

definitelyhasagoodaura

Me:Mthunziisnotgoingtoallowthistohappen,

NotgoingtoallowSenzototakethethrone.

Mthunzigaveupeverythinginhislifeforthis.

He'scomfortableinthatposition



Ella:It'snotuptohim.Mthunzialoneis

defeated,MthunzialongsideSomandlakaziit's

adifferentstory

Me:IneedtoseeSenzo.Ihavetotalktohim

Ella:Don'tdenythisTiti,Yourdestinycanonly

cometopassifyouallowittoo.Heisagood

guy,Notperfectbutgood.Ihavefaithinhim

SENZO

Iwasn'tgoingtoallowhim tostaremedown.I

wasn'tgoingtogivehim thatsatisfaction..

Mom:Uhm..Okaylet'sgetyouguyssettledin,



I'llcookanicedinnerandwecanalldine

together.Kholi,caretohelp?

Kholi:YesI'dlovetoo

Myphonerang,Icheckedit.ItwasTiti..

Me:ExcuseMe

Iwenttothekitchenandansweredit..

Me:Ndlovukazi

Titi:I'vetriedcallingyou,Evensentyouatext

Me:Yaa..Iwassleeping,Thenwokeupand



tookashower.Wasn'twithmyphone

Titi:Canwetalk?

Me:Yes

Titi:Areyoufreeforameetup?

Me:Yes..Samerestaurant?

Titi:Yes

Me:I'llbethere

I'llhavetoUber,MystepfathertookhisPolo

with..



Icheckedmycapitec.IhadR1200.

I'm sureanUberwon'tbemorethanR200.I

sighed..I'llhavetoborrowmoneyfrom Mom.I

hatethat,Justtoatleastmakeit2k.

JustwhenIwasgoingtocheckMimi,Mthunzi

enteredthekitchen.Hewasholdingacheque

book..Heopeneditandthenliterallywroteme

acheque..

Mthunzi:Here..It's150k.That'sjustastart

Hecameclosertohandittome,Itookit.

Mthunzi:Youwillgetthatamounteverymonth,



Fortherestofyourlife

Me:Atwascost?

Mthunzi:Atthecostthatyoujustdon'texist.

Don'tcomenearmyvillage,Canevensignthis

housetoyou.Officialowner.It'spaidup.You'll

getacar,Anythingyouneed.Justdon'texist,

Remainaghost

Me:Typical

Mthunzi:Ithinkit'sagreatoffer,Considering

thatyoustrugglingfinancially.Mom toldme

thatlifehasn'tbeenkindtoyou.Agrownass

man,Strugglingtomakeendsmeetinasociety

thatwelivein.Don'tbestupidSenzo



Ilookedatit..

Me:ItisagreatofferthatIwon'tlie.Could

makemeamillionaireandIdon'tevenhaveto

liftafinger.Mostpeopledon'tevenmakethisin

ayear.Unemploymentrateisveryhigh,

Uneducatedchancesofmeactuallymakingit

areslim.Wouldn'twannaturnouttothelifeof

crimetomakeendsmeet

Mthunzi:Areyoumockingme?

Me:Youreckon?

Itoreupthecheque..

Me:GoodofferbutitnotfitforaKing



Mthunzi:Senzoyoudon'tevenhavethetraitsto

makeaGoodking.Youknownothingabout

royalty.Yougrewupinaverydisadvantaged

house

Me:True,But..

Itookoffmyt-shirtandturnedaround..

Me:Ican'tlearntobeaKing.Idon'tneedtoo,

Becauseit'smybirthright

Mimi:Mthunziyou..

Iputmyt-shirtbackonandturnedaround.



Mimi:Whatisgoingonhere?

Me:YourSonwastryingtobribemeofmybirth

right

Mimi:Mthunzi!

Me:MimicanyouborrowmeR800?I'm alittle

shortformydate

Mthunzi:Woow!

Mimi:Yeahsure..ThinkIhavesomefewnotes

inmypurse..I'llgetit

Shewalkedaway..



IwalkedoverpassingMthunzi..

Me:Don'teverBribemewithmyownmoneyorI

willbeattheshitoutofyou!

IpassedKholitoo..

Me:Youtooprettyforthisnonsense

CEBISILE(ELLA'SGIRLFRIEND)

Sis:WeeCebisile..Cebizinto

Me:Sis'Omdala



Iwenttoher.Shewassittingonthecouch,

She's6monthspregnant..

Sis:Kuhambekanjaniphela?(Howdiditgo)

Me:Kuhambekahle,Umnganinjekuphela(It

wentwell,She'sjustafriend)

Sis:IndlovukaziyonkeyesizwesakwaHlomuka,

Umnganinjekphela?(AwholeentireQueenis

justafriend)

Me:USisikaElla(SheisElla'ssister)

MysisterandIweveryclose.Alwayshavebeen,

Sheisnotjudgemental.AcceptedmeforwhoI

am,Withmybisexualself.Mostgiftedpeople,



Arenothomosexualbychoice.Manyofthem,

Haveguidesofnotthesamegender.Havinga

Musculineguidethere'sapossibilitythatyou

mightrevocktobeingbothMusculineand

feminine.It'snotalwayslikethat,Butmostof

thetimeit'slikethat..

Sis:MinaI'm thankfulthatatleastyouwillbe

settlinginwithafamilythatisnotjustordinary.

Theyagoodknittedfamilyandjustlikeme,I'm

happythatyourinlawsaregoodpeople

Me:KahleSisi,Asijolinokujola(Wenotdating)

Sis:Fornow

Myphonevibrated,Itwasatextfrom Themba.

MyBrotherinlaw..



"Let'smeetatourusualspot,14:00.I'm getting

offearly"

Sis:Ella?

Ilookedather..

Me:Err..YaaNguElla

Sis:Youwillhavetoinviteherfordinner

sometime

Me:YaaBhut'Thembaakazwaninjenama

lesbian(Thembadoesn'tlikelesbians)



Sis:Sobesibizeleyenakanti?(Areweinviting

him forher)

Me:Ngizomcela(I'llinviteher)

MTHUNZI

Me:Agrownassmanaskinghismotherfor

moneytotakehisgirlfriendout

Mom:AwwkahleMthunzi(Mthunziwaita

minute)

Me:Youshouldn'tevenbesupportinghim athis

age,He'swhat?30?

Mom:32



Me:Imagine

Mom:Ijustcan'tbelievethatyoutriedtobribe

him

Me:Iwasn'tbribinghim,Iwasmakinglife

easierforhim sinceobviouslyhedoesn'thave

anythinggoingonforhim

Mom:PassmethecasseroledishKholi

Mthunzi:Thatgirlisstupidtoo,Probably

doesn'thaveanythinggoingonforhertosettle

withabrokeguy

Mimilaughed..



Mom:You'dbesurprised

Me:Ican'twaittoseeher,Seethehoodrat

Mom:Don'tjudgemySon,Sometimeslifecan

humbleyouinwaysyou'veneverimagined

.
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TIERA

Senzoshowedupattherestaurant.Hetook

longerthistimearound,UsuallyIfindhim

alreadyhere..

Me:Youtooklongerthistimearound

Senzo:CamewithanUber,Delayedbecause

theydidn'thaveanyavailableatthattime

Me:AnUber?



Senzo:Yes..ThePoloismyStepFather'scar

Me:Isee

Senzo:Disappointed?

Me:Notatall,Nothingbeatsamanthatisvery

honest

Senzo:Yousoundedseriousoverthephone

Me:Yes..SenzomySisterEllaandherGirlfriend,

Arespiritualpeople

Senzo:Okay??



Me:Theyreadme,Andsomehowyoushowed

up

Hecurvedhislowerlipandnodded.Itookthe

napkinfrom thetableandhithim onhis

shoulder..

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Senzo:Wouldyouhaveagreedtogooutwith

me,IfIjustcameoutanduttereditthatI'm

Mthunzi'sbigbrotherandtherightfulheirtothe

throne?

Me:Probablynot..Howdidthishappen?Howis

thishappening?



Senzo:Idon'tknow..Fate,Acoincidence

Me:ItrulythoughtIwasdonewiththeMhlaba

family

Senzo:Onethingfosho,AndI'm notbuyingany

faces.Iam nothinglikeMthunzi.Mthunziwas

raisedbyourFatherandtheQueen,Iwasraised

bymyMaternalGrandmother.Wenotthesame

Me:Hewasn'talwayslikethis,Whenhestarted

beingaKinghechanged

Senzo:Hewasalwayslikethis.Hejustneeded

timetoshowhimself.

Me:Iguessso



Senzo:Andpleasenevercomparemewithhim,

Atleastgivemethebenefitofthedoubt.Give

memyowntimetomessup

Me:Iguessso

Senzo:I'dthoughtyou'dbemad,Youtakingthis

well

Me:Onlybecauseyounottheonlyonewitha

secret

Senzo:I'm listening

Me:It'snotaneasythingtojustsay



Senzo:Ithinkwebothknowthatthiswillgofar,

Bestwelaydownthesecretsoutnow

Me:I..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:WhenIwasyoung.Mymother,My

biologicalmotherwasamaid.Gotajob,Fellin

lovewithherbossandhestartedsexually

abusingme.Tocutthelongstoryshort,He..He

infectedme,Iam Hivpositive

Hesighedandleanedforward,Bringinghis

handstogetherunderhischin..

Me:Saysomething..Ifyouwannarethinkthis



wholething,Thenit'sokay.Iunderstand

Senzo:Ishestillalive?

Me:No..MyMotherkilledhim whenshefound

out,Itwasafterhehadkilledmylittlesister.

Shewasinstitutionalisedandunfortunately

passedon.BythenIwasalreadyadoptedby

ProphetNkaandhiswife.Theydidaverygood

jobwithme

Senzo:Theysuredid

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutthis?

Senzo:Aslongasyounotgoingtomakemea

rebound



HesmiledandIsmiledtoo..

Me:Hopingyouwon'tusemetoo,Togetback

atMthunzi.Ihaveagoodfeelingyoutwodon't

getalong

Senzo:I'm notakid,Playinggettingbackat

eachotherwithMthunziisnotmycupoftea.I

don'thavethattime

Me:I'm glad

Heheldmyhand..

Senzo:Wegoingtobeokay,Iknowyoujustgot

outofamessyrelationshipandI'lltrymybest



toneverputyouinthatsituationagain

Me:Youcanstartbytellingmeifyouwant

polygamyornot

Senzo:Biggestnightmare,I'dratherleaveyou

whenInolongerfeelthesamewayagainthan

toputyouthroughthat

Me:Doyoupromise?

Senzo:Ipromise

Me:GoodI'm payingforthemeal

Senzo:Yaayoudon'thavetoo



Me:Iwanttoo..Icalledyou,Iaskedyouout.It's

onlyfairIpay

Senzo:Okay..Justdon'tgetusedtoit

CEBISILE

MySisterandI,We'vehadadifficultlife.Never

knewourDad,Mom gotmarried.HerHusband

didn'twantus,ShemovedtoSwazilandwith

him.WewereleftinthecareofmyAuntwho

mistreatedus,UntilMbalimetThemba.Hegot

usaplacetoliveuntiltheygotmarried,After

gettingmarriedhegotahouse.Mbaliisnot

working,Hasn'tworkedadayinherlife..

Itwasuntillaterinlife,WhenIhadturned18



thatThembastartedmakingsexualadvances

atme.ToldmethatifIdon'twant,He'llputus

out.Wedon'thaveanywheretogo.Plushe

spentalotofmoneyaround25kformetogo

forinitiation,Topracticemygift.Heisnoteven

scaredthatIam atraditionalhealer.Revenge

wouldbeeasy,ButIhaven'tbeenasangoma

forthatlong.It'sonlybeenayear.Mbalisigned

aprenup,She'spregnant.Ifweloseeverything,

Wherearewegoingtogo??Plushehas

thoroughlytoldmethatifIdoanythingtohim

hewilltellMbalithatIwasfeedinghim love

potiontogethim andseparatethem.It'shard

becauseifitwasn'tformySister,Iwouldstillbe

livingwithmyAuntwhoheiscruel..

Iwasonmywaytoseeinghim atourusualspot

whenEllacalled..



Me:Hello

Ella:HowdidyourmeetingwithTitigo?

Me:Itwentwell

Ella:Whereareyou?

Me:I..

Lyingtoherwon'tdo,She'sspiritualshemight

pickitup..

Me:Iam meetingmyBrotherinlawintown,To

helphim buygroceriesandnotmissanything



Ella:Isee..Callmeafter

Me:Iwill

MTHUNZI

Isearchedthroughhisthings..Iwastryingto

findsomething..

Mimi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:FuckMimiyouscaredme

Mimi:Whatareyoudoinggoingthroughyour

Brother'sthings?



Ikeptquiet..

Mimi:DammitMthunzi.It'snothisfaultthat

he'stheheirthatwaschosen

Me:Youenjoyingthisaren'tyou?

Mimi:I'm sorry?

Me:Yousupportedme,WhenyouknewthatI

wasgoingtobeaKing.Now,Senzoisthe

rightfulheirtothethroneandyouswitching

sides

Mimi:That'snottrue

Me:Ifit'snot,Thenwhydidyouhidehim.Hide



thefactthathewasmyBrother?

Mimi:Whatwouldyouhavedoneifyouknew?

Whetheryouknewearlierornotitwasn'tgoing

tomakeanydifference

Me:AtleasttheQueenstabsyouinthefront,

Shedoesn'tsneakuponyouandstabyouat

theback

Mimi:Thenwhyaren'tyouatthevillage?Why

aren'tyouthere?Ifshe'ssomuchbetterthanus

(Silence)

Mimi:LeaveSenzo'sroom!

.
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Senzowalkedmetomycarwhilstholdingmy

hand.Hedeclinedmyoffertotakehim home.A

littlebitofaman'segoIsee..

Me:Yousurethatyoudon'twantmetodrive

youhome?

Senzo:Nothankyou



Me:Okay

Senzo:Don'twannacometomyhousefor

dinner?MeetmyMom?

Me:IalreadyknowyourMom

Senzo:YouknowherasMthunzi'sgirlfriendnot

mine

Me:It'sawkward,It'sgoingtobeawkward

Senzo:Howso?

Me:Datingbrothers,What'sshegonnathinkof

me



Senzo:Awhore?

Me:Senzo!

Senzo:She'sgoingtothinkthatobviouslybut

whatshethinks,Doesn'tmakeittrueorareyou

awhore?

Me:Areyoualwaysthiscasualaboutsuch

things?

Senzo:Mostofthetime

Me:PlusMthunziisthere,Idon'twannaget

pissed



Senzo:Doyoustilllovehim?

Me:HonestlyIdon'tthinkso,WhenIthinkof

him.Ithinkofthepainhe'scausedmeandthe

loveisturningintohate.Hehasawayof

rubbingpeopleoffthewrongway,Hasn'the

rubbedyouoffthewrongway?

Senzo:Hehasbutitdoesn'tangerme

Me:Really?

Senzo:Ifitangersme,ThatmeansIam starting

anemotionalconnectionwithhim.Listenonly

peopleyoulovearetheoneswhoaresupposed

tomakeyouangry,Becausethere'semotions

involvedandthatislove.Oncesomeonethat

youdon'tcareaboutmakesyouangry,Andyou



allowit.Thatmeansyoucreatinganemotional

bondwiththem.Eitherloveorhate,Neverallow

someoneyoudon'tcareaboutmakeyouangry

becauseyou'llcreateahateemotionalbond

withtheperson

Me:WowIneverthoughtaboutitthatway

Senzo:Mthunziisyourpast.Despitehowthings

turnedout,Heshouldn'tchangewhoyouare.

Neverletsomeonechangewhoyounomatter

howgreatthepain

Me:Thankyou,IthinkIneededtohearthat

Senzo:IfMthunzimakesmeangry,Thatmeans

Icareabouthim andtrustmeIdon't



Me:MaybeImightjustmeetyourMotherbutI

wantittobemeandherfirst

Senzo:Noted

Hepulledmeclosertohim andhuggedme,He

thenkissedme..

Senzo:Tellmewhenyoureachhome

Me:Iwill

ELLA

Isawhim,Sawhim forcingthroughhimselfon

her.Therewasn'tanyemotionsfrom hertying

hertothesituation.Tyinghertohim.



Shewasallowingitbecauseshe'susedtoit,

Butdeepdowneverytimethishappens.Ittakes

awayapartofherthatshecannevergetback.

Heisenjoyingthis,Becausehenolongerenjoys

sexwithhiswife.Heshiftedhislustandfully

focuseditonCebisile.She'shadtwoabortions

byhim already,It'samessedupsituation..

Iwokeupgaspingforair..

Me:Shit..

CEBISILE(ELLA'SGIRLFRIEND)

I'vebeeninthissituationonetoomanytimes

buteachtime,Apartofmegetsbroken.Apart

ofmedies,ApartofmethatIcannotfullyclaim



back..

Hadhishandaroundmyneck,Pinningmedown

inthebackseat.Hisbreath,Hismoan,His

sweat,Theforcedkisses.Makemedisgusted

withmyself,Makemehatemyselfevenmore.I

am unabletohavearomanticrelationship

becauseofthis,Idon'tthinkI'lleverenjoysex..

Heleanedclosertokissme,Forcingthrough

hissmoker'stongueinsidemymouth.Icouldn't

helpmyselfbutgag.Howisheenjoyingsex

withsomeonewhodoesn'tevenhavefull

interestinwhat'shappening.Mybodywascold,

Noform ofmotionthanre-aligningmylegssoI

don'tcrampup..

TIERA



IgothomeandEllaseemedtobeonherway

out...

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Ella:TofetchCebi

Me:Shefinallyallowed?

Ella:No

Me:WhatisgoingonElla,Whatistheplanhere?

Ella:I'm goingtofetchher



Me:Won'tthatstarttroublewiththefamily?I

thinkweshouldthinkaboutthis

Ella:Whenyourstepfatherabusedyou,Nolitha

wasthere.Nolithahelpedsavedyoudespite

whatshewasgoingthrough,MaybeCebineeds

thatsavinggracetoo

Me:DidyoutalktotheParents?AboutCebi

comingtolivehere

Ella:We'lldealwiththislater

Me:I'm comingalong..Doyouevenknowwhere

shelives?

Ella:She'smentioneditafewtimes



SENZO

SinceTitiknowsthetruth,NowIdon'thaveto

hidemyhornnecklacefrom her..

Ilookedforit,Ineverputitinadifferentplace.I

alwaysputitinoneplace..

Mthunzi:Lookingforthis?

Me:Yes.WaswonderingwhereIkeptit,

BecauseInevermisplaceit

Hehandedittome..



Me:Wesnoopingaroundnow?Thoughtthat

wasforwomen?

Mthunzi:Howdoyouthinkthisisgoingtoend?

Me:What?

Mthunzi:Youchallengingmeforthethrone

Me:I'm notchallengingyou,HonestlyIhave

betterthingstodo

Mthunzi:Likesearchingthroughclassifiedsfor

ajoborlivinginyourlittleBrother'shome?

Me:Ithinkit'smyhomebecauseitwasbought

withmymoney



Mthunzi:Youdon'thaveshit

Me:No..Youdon'thaveshit.Youlivingoffme,

Alwayshaveandalwayswill

.

Tobecontinued
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ELLA

Afterathoroughsearchandlongsearch,We

wereabletofindherplace.Afterintroducing



ourselves,HerSisterdidn'thesitatetowelcome

usin.Shewasnice,Offeredussomethingto

drink,Madeusfeelwelcomedaswewaited..

Afterawhileofusbeingthere,Cebiwalkedin

withherBrotherinlaw.Theywereholding

groceries..

Connie:Nifikekahle,Wehaveguests

TheshockinCebi'sface,Madehertodropthe

plasticshewasholding..

Connie:I'llgetthat

Themba:I'llgetit



From hislook,Heclearlywasn'thappywithmy

beinghere..

Cebi:Hey..Youdidn'ttellmeyouwerecoming

Me:Iknow..I'm sorry

Shesatdown..

Connie:I'vetoldCebitoinviteyou,She'sbeen

hesitant

Cebisatnexttome.Iheldherhand..

Me:I'm sorryaboutthis



Cebi:It'sokay..Ijust..Ididn'texpectyouto

come,Howdidyouevenfindmyhouse

Me:Afteralongsearch

TheBrotherinlawcameback..

Connie:Honey..ThatisEllaandhersisterTiera.

Theyseriouslydon'tneedanintroduction,I'm

sureyou'veheardofthem

Tiera:Nicetomeetyou

Themba:Uhm...Cebi'sfriends?

Me:Youknowme,Iam Cebi'sgirlfriend



Ifeltherhandstartingtotremble..

Themba:Ithoughtyoutwowerefriends

Me:Notatall

Themba:Waitaminute..Aren'tyouProphet

Nka'sDaughter?

Me:Yes

Themba:Ithoughthomosexualitywasfrowned

uponinreligion

Me:Itis..Soisrape



Theatmospherechanged..

Connie:Whatdoesrapehavetodowiththis?

Tiera:WhenIwasyoung,Mymother.We..Ihad

astepfatherthatsexuallyabusedmefrom the

ageof8

Connie:I'm sorryaboutthat

Me:Thesamefatehasbeenhappeningtoyour

sister

Cebiretractedherhandfrom me..



Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:I'm sorry

Connie:Whatisgoingonhere?

Me:Yourhusbandhasbeensexuallyabusing

Cebi,Andthelastencounterwasthisafternoon

Connie:What??

Themba:Youcan'tbeserious,Thoseare

seriousellegations!

Me:Ithasbeenhappening



Themba:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

andI'm notgoingtobeapartofthis

Connie:Cebi

Cebilookeddown..

Me:It'sokay

Tiera:CebisileIknowyouscared,Iwastoobut

ittookasamaritantosaysomething.Ifshe

didn't,Iwouldn'tbewhoIam today.EllaandI,

We..

Me:I'vecometotakeyoutoamuchsaferplace

Connie:Cebisile



(Silence)

Cebi:It'strue..StartedwhenIwas18

Connie:Ohhmyword!!

Themba:Ifsowhysheneversaidanything,18

isoldenough..Yesthereweresexual

encountersbutnotrape,CebisileandIwe..We

hadasexualrelationship

Cebi:Thatisnottrue

Themba:Ifitwasrapeyouwould'veseenit

happeninginthehouse,Itneverdoes.Allthe

time.Wegoouttohavesex.Cebisilewillingly



broughtherself,TheonlythingI'm guiltyoffis

havingasexualrelationshipwithmywife'slittle

sisterthat'sall

Cebi:Thatisnottrue!

Themba:Eventodaywedidmeetup

Connie:Yousaidyouweregoingtotheshops

Tiera:Connieyoushouldn'tbelievethis,Thisis

anexcusefrom mostrapists

Themba:TheonlyreasonwhyIatewhenshe

dishedoutwasbecause.Cebiwasgoingtokick

yououtwithwitchcraft,Hurtyouorgivemea

potion



Cebistoodup..

Cebi:Thatisnottrue!!IsweartoGodthat'snot

true..Tellherthetruth

Connie:Ican't..Ican'thearanymoreofthis

Cebi:Connieplease(crying)

Connie:Iwantyououtofmyhouse!Iwantyou

gone,Youaredeadtome!Deadandburied.

AfterallthatI'vedoneforyou,Ishould'veleft

youthere..Howcanyoubesoevil..Howcan

youbeso..

Sheputherhandonhertummy..



Connie:I'm notfeelingwell

Cebi:Connie

Conmie:Stayawayfrom me!!

Themba:Stayaway,You'vedoneenough!!

Cebi:Yousonofabitch!!

Cebichargedathim,Istoodupintimetohold

herback..

Cebi:I'llmakeyoupayforthis!!



Themba:SeewhatImean??

Connie:Iwantyououtofmyhouse,Iwantyou

out!!

Themba:Let'sgo..Let'sgotothehospital

SENZO

Mimiwalkedin...

Mimi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm gladyouwalkedin..Iwannahavea

wordwithyou



Shesatdown..

Mimi:IsitaboutMthunzisnoopingaroundin

yourthings?

Me:No..That'stheleastofmyproblems

Mimi:Whatisit?

Me:Iwannagodowntothevillage

Mimi:Senzo

Me:IhavetogovisitDad'sgrave.Ihaveto

connectwithmyroots,Ihavetotakeback

what'smine.Theonlywaytodothat,Isforme

togodowntothelandofmyforefathers



Mimi:MthunziistheKingthatside.He'snot

standinginforanyone,Hewascrownedaking.

Thepeopleacceptedhim,Thepeoplelovehim.

Itwon'tbeeasyforyoutojustrockupand

claim thethronejustlikethat.Itdoesn'twork

likethat

Me:Maybeyouneedtohaveabitoffaithinme

Mimi:Senzo..Itwon'tbethateasy,Not

forgettingtheevilQueenwhoraisedMthunzias

hisown.Youstepfootinthere,Mthunziisgoing

tohaveyoukilled

Me:I'm notgoingthereastheKing,I'm going

thereasmyfather'sson



Mimi:Senzo

Me:Mimi

Mimi:Idon'twantyoutogetmixedupin

dangerousthings.I'vespentallmylifetryingto

protectyoufrom thatfamily,Keptyouaway

from them

Me:AndI'm gratefulforthatbut..

Mimi:Butnothing..I'vealreadylostoneSon,To

anotherwoman.Iam notabouttoloseanother

sontothatwomanagainorthatvillageagain

Me:Youcan'tprotectmeforever



Mimi:Idon'twantyoutodothis,It'stoo

dangerous

Me:IhavetodothisandIwill,Just..Haveabit

offaithinme.God,Andtheancestorsthatwant

metotakethethrone

Mimi:Ithinkweneedtothinkaboutthis,It

won'tbeeasy

Me:Lifewasneverguaranteedtobeeasy,Plus.

There'snocouragewithouttheabsenceoffear

Mthunziwalkedin...

Me:I'm goingoutforasmoke



TIERA

Cebisilewasoveremotional.Shecouldn'tstop

cryingaswehelpedherpackup,Shewashurt

andalsoangryatEllaforspeaking.Iunderstand,

ItwasnotElla'splacetodothatbutEllawanted

tosaveher.Iunderstandwheretheyareboth

comingfrom,Iwishtheyspokeaboutthis

beforehand..

Me:Didyougeteverything?

Cebisilenodded,Withtearsstillstreaming

down..

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay



Cebi:Shehadnoright..Whatifshelosesthe

baby?

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay,Wejustneedtoget

yououtofherethat'sall.Everythingelse,We'll

talkaboutit.Everythingisgoingtoworkout

don'tworry,Amanlikethat.Heneverchanges,

Hejustgoesandfindsanothervictim.It's

harderforyoursistoseeitbecauseshedoesn't

seehim asthatman,Butshewillsoon.

.
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Whenwegothome,Cebisileslept.Shehad

criedtothepointofgettingaheadache.Whilst

TieraandI,SattheParentsdowntoexplainthe

situation..

Noli:Hayi,Problemsseem tobefollowingus

lately

Titi:It'snotCebisile'sfaultMa

Noli:NoIdon'tmeanitthatway,I'm just

meaninginasensethatwecan'tcatchabreak.

Wherethingsseem tobeworking,Somewhere

somehowsomethinghastobreak

Nka:Wespiritualinthishouse,Problemsare

boundtofollowus



Me:Ifyouguysarenotokaywiththesituation,

Wecanfindsomewhereelsetostay

Noli:Don'tberidiculous,Nooneisleavingat

leastnotinthismanner

Me:MayIpleasebeexcused,Ineedasmoke

Titi:It'sgoingtobeokayElla

Iputmyhandonhershoulder..

Me:Iknow

Iwentout...



SENZO

Weweregatheredaroundthedinnertable,

Eatinglikeonebigfuckenhappyfamily..

Kholi:Mam'Mimithefoodisdelicious,Thank

you

Mom:Youwelcome

Kholi:Maybeyoucanhelpmewiththerecipeso

IcancookitforMthunzibackatthevillage

Mom:Iwill



MthunziandIkeptongivingeachothersly

looks...

Mthunzi:Iwashopingtomeetyourgirlfriend

Me:Sheneedsnointroduction

Mthunzi:Isit?

Me:Yes..It'sTiera

Kholistartedcoughing..

Mthunzi:Askies?

Me:It'sTiera



Mthunzi:Tierawho?

Me:TieraMhlaba

Mom:WowSenzo,Youhadtoaddressthis

whilstwehavingdinner?

Me:Ifitwasaddressedlater,Whatdifference

wasitgoingtomake?

Mthunzi:Waityouknewaboutthis?

Mom:Yes

Mthunzigotupandflippedthetable..Kholi



screamed..

Mom:Mthunzi!!!

Mthunzi:Firstmythroneandnowthis?

Me:Iguesswe'llhavetoorderin

Mthunzichargedatme,Heputhishandsonmy

neckandIfellbackwardswithhim fallingonme.

Hedidn'tdelayinthrowingapunch,Ipushed

him offtothesideandbecametheoneto

throwinafew.ItwasthatexchangeupuntilI

feltsomeonewithabetterstrengthpullingme

back.ItwasmyStepfather..

Him:Kahlenikwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)



Mthunzispatbloodonthefloor..

Mthunzi:Kholiweleaving

Helookedatme..

Mthunzi:Thisisnotover

Me:Notbyalongshot!!

Mom:Mygoodness!!!

ELLA

Dadcametome..



Hekeptquietforawhile..

Dad:Don'tdoit

Me:Don'tdowhat?

Dad:YouknowwhatImean.Onceyougodown

thatdirection,It'snoteasytocomeback.Ifyou

feelstronglyaboutthisgirl,She'sgoingtoneed

you.Holdingyourheadhigh,Thanyoufighting

someonewhoreallydoesn'tmatter

Me:Cebididnothingtohim,I'm notgoingafter

him becauseIwanttoobuttoteachhim a

lesson.Alessonthathewon'tforget.

Sometimespeopletakeadvantage,Because

theythinkthevictimsdon'thaveanyonebehind



them

Dad:Iunderstandbutsuchthingsyoudon'tact

onemotions,Youdon'tattackanenemyon

emotionsandanger.You'lluse

Me:He'sgoingtokeepondoingitbecausethen

he'llthinkhe'saGod

Dad:Lethim..Peoplestartgettingkarmawhen

youstoptakingmattersintoyourownhands.If

youwantustofullyacceptthisgirl,Youneedto

proveyourloveforhertous.Plus,She'sbeen

throughalot.Shedoesn'tneedanother

emotionalbreakdown,Buthealing.Keepstrong

SENZO



Mom:It'snotbad,Keeptheiceclosetothe

swelling

Me:I'm sorryithadtogettothatendyouhadto

seethat

Mom:Itwasboundtohappen,Gladithappened

earlier

Shesighed..

Mom:JustworriedthatthiswarImightlose

oneofmysons

Me:Ihopeitwon'tcometothat

Mom:Ihopesotoo.Mthunziwon'tbackdown,



He'sinvestedalotinthis.Gaveupalottoo

Me:Iknow..Ididn'texpectittobeeasytoo,I

justwantTieraprotectedfrom allofthisthat's

all

Mom:Wewillsee..Idon'twannapicksides

Me:Youdon'thavetoo,NordoIexpectyoutoo

Mom:Letmefinishupcleaningthemess

Me:I'llhelpyou

TIERA



Iwaskeepingmyselfbusywithmylaptop,

Startingafreshandrevisingmyschoolwork

beforehand.SothatwhenIgobacktoschool

nextyear,I'm wellprepared.

Myphonerang,Ianswered..

Me:I'm busyhererevisingonmyschoolwork

preparingfornextyear,SoIace

Mthunzi:I'm notSenzo

Myheartskippedabeat..

Me:Mthunzi

Mthunzi:Iknowyoumessedup,Iknowyou



wannagetbackatmebutthis..Thisisbelow

thebelt

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Mthunzi:Ithinkyouknow

Me:Mylifedoesn'trevolvearoundyou,Icando

anythingandbewithwhoeverIwanttobewith

Mthunzi:NotmyfuckenBrother!!!

Me:FuckyouMthunzi!YoumaybeaKingin

yourvillagebutyounotmyKing,Youdon't

controlme.EspeciallynotwhenIdon'twant

shittodowithyouanymore



Mthunzi:Tiera!!

Me:Fuckyou!!

Ihungup...

MTHUNZI

Iwentbacktotheroom.Iwasinthebalcony..

Kholiwasbusylotioningherbody..

Me:Whenwegethome,Ineedtomakethings

rightwithyourFather

Kholi:Anyparticularreason?



Me:Ineedhim

Kholi:Mthunzidon'tdragmyFatherintothis

Me:IfIdon't,Wemightlosethethrone.We

goingtomakethingsrightwithhim

.

Tobecontinued
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TWOWEEKSLATER



Thisgoesdownbyfar,Asoneofthemost

uncomfortablestayforme.Ella'sfamilyis

sweet,Theykind,Andaccommodating.They

makemefeelathome,Consideringthefact

thatIjustrockedupfrom nowheretostaywith

them.Theydidn'taskmeanyuncomfortable

questions,Butstill.Iwasuncomfortable.Theya

verygroundedfamily.Holdhighstandards,

RespectedandIdon'tthinkIcanfitin.Fitin

theirworld..

Iwasatthekitchenmakingmyselfsomething

toeat,Ihaven'tevenbeenabletokeepagood

appetite..

Nolithawalkedin,Nervesshotthrough..



Nolitha:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

It'susuallymeandheraroundthehouse,60%

ofthetime..

Noli:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Noli:I'm goodtoo

Me:Iwasjustmakingmyselfsomethingtoeat

Noli:Asitshouldbe



Me:I'llbesittingatthedinningtable

Noli:Cebi

Ilookedather..

Noli:I'm noticingthatyounot100percent

comfortablearoundhere

Ilookeddown..

Noli:Iunderstand..It'snoteasytryingtoget

usedtochange.Whenyou'veknownyourlifeto

belikehowitusedtobe,Thenoneday

everythingbecomesnew



Me:Idon'twannaseem ungrateful

Noli:Noyounot..Youhavebeenthrougha

traumaticexperience.Thisisyournewlife,A

betterone.Trytoadjust,Becausewereallylike

havingyouaround

Me:Thankyou

Noli:Ifyoueverwanttotalk,KnowI'm available

Me:Thankyou

Iwenttothedinningroom..

TIERA



Islowlyopenedmyeyes.Lookedaround,AndI

couldswearthatIwasinthematrix.Likealoop

inreality,Dejavu.Godsurelyhasaweirdsense

ofhumour,ThefamilyIhavedespisedand

promisedmyselftonevergoback,HereIam

again..

WewereattheHlomukavillage,Senzowanted

togovisithisfather'sgrave..

Hehadaskedmetoaccompanyhim,Getthis

overanddonewith.Puttingitoff,Won'tmakea

difference.It'llbethereaction..

IgotoutofbedwhenIheardaknockatthe

door..



Iwenttoopen..ItwastheQueen..

Queen:MayI?

Iletherin..

Me:MayIhelpyouwithsomething?

Iwenttogetmyrobeandputiton..

Queen:Breakfastisready

Me:That'snotyourjobtotell,Senzowould've

toldmeoroneofthehouseservants

Queen:Tellmesomething.Whatisitwithyou,



AndtheHlomukaKingdom?FirstMthunziand

nowSenzo?

Me:Idon'tknow..Maybesomeofusare

destinedtobeQueens

Queen:Bullshit

Shetookafewstepsforward,Makingherway

tome..

Queen:Youcomefrom aspiritualfamily,And

nowitmakessense

Me:Trustme,I'm desperatebutnotthat

desperate



Queen:Youarebecomingatickinmyhairwith

allthesewhoringways

Me:I'dmindhowItalktome,IfIwereyou.

Consideringthatyou'llbethefirstIbanishwhen

IbecometheQueen

Shemovedhereyesonmetothedoor..

Queen:Senzo

Senzo:QueenHlomuka

Iturnedandhewasstandingatthedoor..

Queen:We'llbewaitingforyou



Shewalkedout..Ishookmyhead..

Senzo:Am Imissingsomething?

Me:No..Notatall

MTHUNZI

Mymindwasfaraway...

"Ifyoukillhim,Ifyoudoanythingtohim.You

willloseyourmind.Youwillsleepinthe

wilderness,Hurtingyourselfwithrocks.Sleep

andbebittenbysnakes"



That'swhatIwastold,WhenIconsulted.I

consultedatleast3peoplebeforethearrivalof

Senzo..

Servant:MyLord

Ididn'tturnback..

Servant:Breakfastisready

Me:IsSenzothere?

Servant:Yes..Wouldyoulikemetobringyou

yourbreakfast?

Me:NoI'm good



Servant:MyLord

Me:CallthePrincess

Shewalkedout...

TIERA

Senzo:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'm okay

Senzo:Howisyourstay?

Hehelpedtakeoffmyrobe..



Me:3dayssincewe'vebeenhereandI'm not

dead,Soit'sgoingwell

Senzo:That'sthespirit,Iwasworried

Me:I'm good..Iknowthem

Senzo:Youcangotakeabath,AndI'lltakeyou

out

Me:Wenoteatingbreakfasthere?

Senzo:Notatall.Idon'twantyouchoking

Ilaughed..



Senzo:I'llbedownstairs,Callmeifyouget

bored

Me:Iwill

MTHUNZI

Kholi:Mylove

Me:Haveyoutriedtalkingtoyourfather?

Kholi:Ihaven't

Me:Itissaidthatyourfamilyhasapowerful

healer,Hemighthelpme



Kholi:Myfatherisaverydiff-

Somandlakaziwalkedin..

Som:MyLord,Iapologiseforinterrupting.MayI

pleasehaveawordwithyou

Kholi:I'llbeatthetable

Shewalkedout..

Me:Whatisit?

Som:Ifoundawaytohelpyou



Me:Okay

Som:Icanjoinforceswithanotherpowerful

witch

Me:Stilllistening

Som:TheAker

Me:Thewhat?

Sheputthebookonthetable..

Som:TheAkerisaverypowerfuldarkwitch,

Shestandsforgreedandjealousy.Wherethere

isgreedandjealousy,Shecanhelp



Me:Iam notfueledbygreedandJealousy,I'm

fightingforwhat'smine

Som:Technicallyit'snotyoursbutwenotthere

Me:Sohowarewegoingtodothis?

Som:Ithoughtyouwerenevergoingtoask,

Comecloser

PROPHETNKA

Iwasinmyofficegoingthroughsome

documents,WhenIheardawhisperinmyear..



"TheAker"

Me:What?

IlookedaroundandwentbacktodoingwhatI

wasdoing..

"TheAker"

MTHUNZI

Me:Ihearyou

Som:Darknesscanbedefeatedbylight,For

SenzotodefeattheAkerhe'snotgoingtoneed

hisancestors



Me:Whatishegoingtoneed?

Som:TheDalla,TheGoddessoflight

Me:Who?

Som:LegendhasitthattheDallaresidesdeep

inthewatersofamagicalriver

Me:Isthisgoingtowork?

Som:Legendhasitthatthemostbeautifulgirl

inthatvillagefrom thebloodlineofroyalty

becomesaDalla.She'scurrentlyoneafteran

ancestorbythenameofNowisa



Me:"Legendhasit"soundsmyth

Som:It'snot

Me:Whoisthecurrentkingthere?

Som:Notaking..AQueen,RelatedtoDalla

Me:Thisshouldbeeasy

Som:Itwon'tbe

Me:Why?

Som:QondisiwetheDalladefeatedAkeron

theirlastfight,Herspiritshe'slockedaway.



Downinthewatersguardedbytheprevious

Dallas,Izindonizamanzi

Me:Perfect(Sarcasm)

Som:She'sourlastshot,Averypowerfulwitch.

Morepowerfulthanme.Eitherthatorwaitfor

yourBrothertokickyouout

.
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Som:Iknowthisisharderforyouto

comprehendbut..TheAkerwillneedavesselto

occupy.I'm willingtosacrificemyself

Me:Areyoudoingthisformeorforyou?You

havebeenknowntobetricky

Som:Ihavealottolosetoo.I'm thehealerhere,

Notonlyherebutthevillagetoo.WhenSenzo

becomesKing,He'sgoingtokickmeouttoo

andEllatogetherwithhergirlfriendwillberoyal

healersdoyouwantTiera'sfamilygoinginand

outofhere?Inheritingthistoo?Apartfrom this

beinganhonourtome.Toservethehighest

goddessofdarkness,I'm tryingtoprotectus

Me:No..Idon'ttrustyou



Som:Idon'tthinkanyonewouldallowbeinga

vesselofawitch,MyLordyouspeakingasif

likeyouhaveachoice

TheQueenwalkedin..

Queen:My..My..My..WhydoIsmellsneaky

Me:Her

Som:Her?Areyouserious??

Queen:Me,What?

Me:ShewantstheroyaltytitleofbeingaQueen

morethanIdo..Plus



IlookedattheQueen..

Me:She'smyMother,Sheraisedme

Queen:Am Imissingsomething?

Som:Hewantsyoutobeavesselofagreat

witch,Thegreatesttoexist

Shelookedatusandlaughed..

Queen:Senzo'svisitgotmetrippingtoobutnot

likethis

Shelookedatusagain..



Queen:Youtwoareserious

Me:Closethedoor

Shewentandclosedthedoor..

Me:Fillherin

TIERA

Itwasquietwhenwewalkeddownstairs.No

oneatthetable..Breakfastwasonthetable,

Butnoonewaseating..

Me:Whereiseveryone?



Senzo:Idon'tknow,Maybetheydecidedtoeat

inanotherroom toavoidus

Me:Nosomethingisnotright,Dinnerisalways

servedatthistable.It'saroyaltablewiththe

royalseal,It'stradition

Senzo:Whocareswheretheyare?

Me:YeahSenzomaybeyoushouldstartcaring

hey

Kholiwalkedin..

Kholi:Goodmorning



Me:Whereisthefamily?

Kholi:TheyholdingameetinginMthunzi's

office.Mthunzi,TheQueen,AndSomandlakazi

Me:Somandlakaziisinthere?

Kholi:She'stheroyalhealer.Youknowthat

Shesatdown...

Me:Yousee,Idon'tlikethisatall

Kholi:Don'tlikewhat?

Me:Theyscheminginthere



Kholi:So?

Me:So?

Kholi:Senzoisheretotakethethronefrom

Mthunziandwhat?He'snotsupposedto

defendhishonour?

Me:Defendwhathonour?Mthunziisnotthe

RightfulKing!

Kholi:WhatdoyouknowaboutRoyaltyTiera?

Huh?Alengthystayhereyouthinkyouknowus?

Youknowroyalty?

Senzo:Okaylet'sgo



Me:Iknowthatroyaltyisnotmypriority!I'd

acceptdefeat,Acceptthatsomethingisnot

mineandwalkawaywiththeleastofmydignity

thatIhave,thanfightingdirty!

Kholi:Fightingdirty??Areyouserious?If

anyoneknowsaboutfightingdirtyit'sindeed

you!Sleepingwithonebrotherandthrowing

yourselftothenextjustbecausehe'ssaidtobe

therightfulking..Let'stalkaboutdignitynow!

Me:He'snotsaidtobetherightfulking,Heis

therightfulking!I'dratherbeaCommonerwith

abitofselfworththanaprice!Atleastmy

fatherisnottossingmearoundtothenext

royalPrinceorKing



Kholistoodup..

Kholi:TalkaboutmyFatheragainandit'llbethe

lastwordsyouutter

Me:Problem isthatyouthoughtyouatewith

thatstatement,Butyoudidn't.Yourplateisstill

fullbitch!!

Shepickedupthecasseroledishwith

scrambledeggsinitandthrewitmyway..

Kholi:Eatthisbitch

Senzosteppedinmydefence.Thedishhithim

andfell..



Webothkeptquiet..

Senzo:I'llbeinthecar

Hewalkedover,Tookthenapkinfrom thetable

andwipedhimself.Walkingouttothecar..

Iclickedmytongueandfollowedhim..

MTHUNZI

IwalkedovertothedoorbecauseIheardnoise.

Iopenedthedoorandchecked,Itwasquiet

now..Iclosedthedoorandwentbacktothe

women..TheQueenwassittingonherchair.

There's3chairs.Mine,TheQueen,AndKholi's

chair..



Queen:Letmegetthisstraight.Youwantmeto

willinglyaccepttobepossessedbyawitch

calledTheAker,Whom Legendhasitthatshe's

thegreatestwitchtoeverwalkearth

Som andIlookedateachother,Thenlookedat

her..

Us:Yes

Queen:It'sofficial,Bothofyouhavelostyour

minds

Me:It'sforthegreatergood,Onlywaytokeep

whatwehave



Queen:Therehastobeanotherway

Som:Thereisn't,TheAkercanonlybedefeated

bytheDalla

Me:Thebooksaysitwon'tbeeasygettingthe

Dalla

Queen:Thisisalegend,Atale.Inabook!It's

onceuponatime,Wedon'tevenknowthatit's

real.Thatthesepeopleexist

Som:Theydo..Mybookofspellswritesitself,If

wroteabouttheAker.Herhistoryandthatwe

canaskherforhelp

Queen:She'sawitch!



Som:Youareoneinyourheart,Byheart

Me:Somandlakazi

Queen:Somandlakazisaysshecandoit

Me:Idon'ttrusther..PleaseMom

Shesighed..

Queen:Forthekingdom

Me:FortheKingdom

Som:Great..I'llcheckandworkonhowwecan



summonTheAker,It'sgoingtowork.Ipromise

TIERA

Me:Sherubsmeoffthewrongway

Senzo:Iam sodisappointedinyou

Me:Excuseme?

Senzo:Soyoudidthat?Whatdidyouachieve?

Me:It'snotaboutwhatI'veachieved,It'sabout

thesepeople.They'vewalkedallovermeforfar

toolong



Senzo:Noteveryactionneedsareaction

Me:Tryoncelivinginahouseholdwhereyou

aremadetofeellikeyoudon'tbelong,

Constantlyinsultedthatyouservenogoodbut

spreadadisease.Beingtoldyourkidswillbe

runningaroundthehousewithhiv

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Idon'tthinkso,Soyou'llneverunderstand!

Iwalkedtotheroyalcar..

PROPHETNKA

Badru:Prophet



Me:Badru

Badru:Thisisanunexpectedcall

Me:Iknow

Badru:What'sgoingon?

Me:Ijustwannaaskyousomething

Badru:I'm listening

Me:Inyouroathofoffice,BeingaProphetthat

fightwitches.Haveyoueverhadanencounter

withawitchcalled"TheAker"



Badru:No..She'salegend,Ittakesatleasta

diplomaticwitchtosummonher.She'sthe

greatestwitchtowalkonearth

Me:Wow..Whatacompliment

Badru:It'showlegendhasit..Whyask?

Me:Nothing..Iwasjustcurious

Badru:Damn..Haven'theardofherinawhile

Me:Whereisshenow?

Badru:Lockedaway,Legendsaysintheheart



oftheIndoniyamanziRiver.Guardedbythe

waterkeeperssoshedoesn'tescape

Me:Interesting

Badru:Interestingindeed

.

Tobecontinued
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CEBISILE

IgotoutofthepoolwhenIsawElla,Standing

bytheoutsidetableandchairs.



Shetookthetowelfrom thechairandwaited

forme..

Thepoolisnotdeepsojustwalkingaroundinit,

Lessensthetensionfrom mybody.Ihavea

waterspirit,Sobeinginthewaterhelpsrelease

tensionfrom mybody..

Shewrappedmybodywiththetowel,Andheld

mewhilstkissingmeontheforehead.

InherarmsIfindalotofcomfort,OnherchestI

findease.Beinginherembrace,Promisesme

thatthingswillbeokay..

Herlipsonmyforehead,Makeseverything

okay..Sherubbedherhandsonmyback.



Ella:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good..Howwaswork?

Ella:Workwasgood

Sheworksforsomeconstructioncompany,

Theybuildingashoppingcentre.It'sa12

monthscontract,Alearningexperiencesince

she'sdeterminedtobeeitherincivil

engineeringormining..Earns7k,Worksfrom

07:00am-16:00..Onehourbreak..Doesn'twork

onweekends.ShegotitthroughherFather,

Whoknewsomeonewhoknewsomeone..

Ella:Whatdidyoudotoday?



Me:Nothingmuch

Ella:Howisstayingathomeallday?

Me:I'm gettingusedtoit

Ella:Hasyoursistercontactedyou?

Me:Notyet

Ella:Giveittime

Me:Iguessso

Ella:Ibroughtyousomething



Wewentbackinsidethehouse..

TIERA

"Dorime

Interimoadarape

Dorime

Ameno,Ameno

Latire

Latiremo

Dorime"

Iwaswalkinginsidewhatlookedlikeachurch,



Oneofthoseancientbuiltupchurches.Red&

whitecandlesonthealter.Isawhisbodylaying

there,ThenIsawher.Ablackrobe,Standing

besidehisdoor..

Ilookedaround,Iwasglowing.Glowinginwhite,

ThelightprovidedbythewindowwhereSt

Mary'spicturewasonthewindows.Ilooked

aroundagain,Thepriestwaslayingonthefloor

inhisownpoolofblood,Throatslashed..

Senzowasn'tmoving,Thecandleswereall

aroundhim.Thesongkeptonplaying,Icould

hearthesoundcomingthroughwiththelight.

EachwindowIwaspassingby,Thelightwill

shinebright..

"Dorime



Interimoadarape

Dorime

Ameno,Ameno

Latire

Latiremo

Dorime"

Shetookoutaknifefrom insideherblackrobe,

SheturnedtoSenzo..

Me:Nooo!!!!

Irantoher,AsfastasIcould.WhenIwasclose,

Sheturnedandstrucktheknifedeepinsideme.



Inmygut..

Her:Thetrapwasforyou

Itookafewstepsbackandscreamed.Each

timewhenIscreamedthewindowswould

breakandthesong,Thevoicessingingthe

songbecameloud..

Ifeltsomeoneshakingme.Iwokeupinastate

offear..

Me:Dorime,InterimoAdarape..Latire!!"

Senzo:Titi??

Ifeltasharppaininmygut..Iputmyhands



there.SeemslikeIpassedoutinthecarbefore

gettingtotown..

Senzo:Areyouokay?Youwerescreaming

Me:Idon'tknow

Hehuggedme..

Me:Idon'tknow

Senzo:Doyouwantustogobackhome?

Me:No..I'm fine..I'llbefine

Senzo:Areyousureyouscaredme?



Me:I'm fine..I'm good,Wedon'thavetogo

backhome

CEBISILE

Hehadboughtmeaphone..AniPhone..

Me:It'smine?

Ella:Yes

Me:AniPhone,It'sexpensiveyoushouldn't

have

Ella:Justsomethingtocheeryouup



Me:Thankyou,Butyoushouldn'tspendyour

moneyonme

Ella:Iam notcomplaining

Ikissedher..

Me:Thankyou

Ella:Youwelcome

MTHUNZI

Itwasquiet,Wewereallfocusingonsomething.

Asection,ReadingonhowtosummontheAker..



Queen:Thisisnotworking

Me:What?

Queen:It'simpossible

Me:Why?Whatdidyouread?

Som:Becausewehavetogodowntotheriver,

Tosummonherandonlythepureheartedcan

entertheriver.Yourmother'sheartisnotpure

neitherismine

Me:There'snootherway?



Som:TobypasstheGuardiansofthewaterno

evilshouldexistinourhearts,Orwewilldie

there.Iwilldiephysicallyandmyspiritwillbe

trappedwiththeAker

Queen:Itwasgoodwhilstitlasted

Som:There'sanotherway

Mthunzi:Talk

Som:Nowisa.Theirgreatancestor,She'seither

or.Shecanhelpusgetthrough

Queen:ifyouknewtheanswersallalongwhy

didn'tyouspeak?Haveusreadandcrackour

heads?



Me:SeewhyIdon'ttrustyou?

Som:Becauseit'salongshot.Nowisaisa

trickyspirit,Weneedtotrickherfirstbeforeshe

doestous

Me:Butwehaveachanceright?

Som:Yes

TIERA

Senzoclosedhismenuandlookedatme,I

lookedathim..



Senzo:Dorime,InterimoAdarape.Ameno

Latiremo,Dorime"

Me:Huh?

Senzo:Youwokeupsayingthat

Me:Idon'tquietremember

Senzo:It'sLatin.Translatedto"Takemetothe

inside,absorb,takeme

Disclose,disclose,hiding,hidingoneself,take

me."

Ilookedathim dumbfounded..



Senzo:It'sasongonesingswhenaspiritasks

forpermissiontoenteryourbody,Useyouasa

vessel.Canbeapureorevilspirit

Iclosedmymenu..

Me:Ihadadream and..Ican'tquietremember

muchofitbutitfeltlikeavision.LikeIwas

livingthemoment

Ilookedathim..

Me:IthinkI'm goingtodieandyouwilldietoo

.

Tobecontinued
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ELLA

Iopenedthechairforher,Shesatdown.

Cebi:Thankyou

Itookherout,Justsoshecouldgetsomefresh

air.Itookheroutforsushi,Somethingnewthat

shehasn'ttriedbefore..

Iordered..

Cebi:Won'titmakemesick?



Me:Noitwon't

Cebi:Okay

Iheldbothherhands..

Me:Iknowyougoingthroughalot,Itmight

seem likeyou'llnevermakeit.Youwill,I'll

alwaysbehereandI'llmakesure..

Cebi:Thankyouforeverything

Me:Youdon'thavetothankme,Iloveyou

Shesmiled..



Cebi:Iloveyoutoo

Shewentbacktodrinkinghercocktail..

TIERA

Senzowasworriedaboutme,Ican'tclearly

rememberthedream.ButIwasshaken.

Wewalkedintothekitchen..

Senzo:Istillthinkit'sserious

Me:Itwasjustadream,I'llbeokay..Ipromise

Mthunzi,Somandlakazi,AndKholiwalkedinto



thekitchen.Lookedliketheywereheadedout..

IlookedatKholi,AndIfeltabitlightheaded.My

visiongotdisturbed.ForafewsecondsIsaw

herwearingablackrobe,Thedream cameback

tome.Italldid,Thechurch,Senzolayingthere,

Thesong.Istartedtohyperventilate..

Me:It'sher

Senzo:Her..Who?

Me:She'sgoingtokillme,Andshe'sgoingto

killmetoo.Mydream,Irememberitnow.Itwas

her,Intheblackrobe

Kholi:Ohwmygoodness!!NowI'm goingtokill



you?

Senzo:Let'sgouptothebedroom

Heheldme..

Me:She'sgoingtokillus

Senzo:It'sokay..SorryKholi,She'sfeelingabit

somehow

Hewalkedmetothestaircase...

ELLA

Me:Howdoesittaste?



Cebi:It'snottoobad,Ijuststruggletousethe

chopsticks

Me:Takeyourtimewithit

Cebi:Thisblacksaucetastesnicethough

Me:Soysauce

Cebi:Secondhandembarrassment

Ichuckled..

Me:It'sokay...Doyouthinktherapywillhelp

you?



Cebi:Idon'tknow,Nevertriedit

Me:Weshould

Cebi:Isn'titexpensive?

Me:Notthatbad

Cebi:Okay

MTHUNZI

Kholi:Tieraisreallyunstable,Senzoneedsto

haveherchecked



Me:Sheseemeddistraught

Kholi:Idon'tcare,She'salostcase

Som:MyLord..Aword

Me:Getinthecar

Shegotintothecar,Som andIwalkedaway

from thecar..

Me:Whatisit?

Som:IfI'm correct,MissTierawashavinga

vision.Avisionofwhat'stohappen



Me:Howisthatpossible?Tieraisnotspiritual

Som:She'snotspirituallygifted,Butshe's

spiritual.She'sverymuchintactwithher

spirituallife

Me:Okay,Sowhat'sgoingtohappen?

Som:ShereferredtoKholiassomeonewhois

goingtokillherandSenzo

Me:Isaw

Som:MeaningKholiwillhavetotakethe

Queen'splace,Kholiwillhavetobetheone

beingavessel



Me:Ican'tbringKholiintothis,Idon'twanther

beingapartofthis

Som:IfTiera'svisionistrue,ThenKholiisthe

one.WeknowKholilovesyou,Andshe'lldo

anythingandeverythingforyou

Me:She'sbeenthroughalot,Beingdisowned

byherFatherbecauseofme

Som:ThisisfortheThrone,Remember?

Me:Fine..I'lltalktoher

TIERA

Me:I'm sorry



Senzo:Youhavenothingtobesorryfor

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtome

Senzo:It'sokay,We'llgettothebottom ofit.Do

youwantustogobackhome?

Me:No..Tomorrowyouhavetogotoyour

father'sgrave,I'llbefine..I'llcallmyDadlater

on

Hetookmyhandandkissedit..

Senzo:Tryandgetsomesleepokay?



Me:Okay

Senzo:They'llbeaservantatthedooruntilIget

backfrom runningafewerrands

Me:Pleasebesafe

Senzo:Iwill..Ipromise

Heleanedforwardandkissedmyforehead..

Senzo:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.
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TIERA

"Yo,ho,haultogether,

Hoistthecolorshigh.

Heaveho,

Thievesandbeggars,

Nevershallwedie.

Thekingandhismen



Stolethequeenfrom herbed

AndboundherinherBones.

Theseasbeours

Andbythepowers

Wherewewillwe'llroam"

Iwasstandingonarock,Moreliketheedgeof

it.Itwasverywindy,Andverydark.Thewaters

weredark,Soweretheclouds.Lightningsurged

throughthesky,Thesoundofthethunderwas

unbearable..

Theviolentwavesofthesea,hittingagainstthe

rocks.Thewaterinthemiddleopenedup.Isaw

thewateractuallyrisingupandseparatingto

bothsides.Lookingatthat,Isawatalldark

figurecomingoutofthesea.



Couldn'trecognizewhothatwas,Butfrom the

energy.Itwasadarkentity,OnethatIcouldfeel

it'sheaviness..

Iwokeupfrightenedandscreaming,Iwas

sweatingtoo..

Theservantgirlwalkedin..

Her:Madam Tiera

Shepouredmeaglassofwater,From the

cornerstandbythedoor..

Her:Here,Itwasonlyabaddream.I'm sorry

Itookthewateranddrank..



ItookmyphoneandcalledmyFather..

MTHUNZI

IexplainedthesituationtoKholi.Iapproached

thematterwithcaution,Ididn'twannascare

her..

Som:Iknowitsoundssomehow,Iknowit'sa

veryheavyprocessbutifTiti'svisionsareright

thenyouaretobetheonedoingthis

Me:Youcanchoosenottodoitifyoudon't

wanttoo,It'sokay.I'llunderstandandIwon't

useitagainstyou



Kholi:I'lldoit

Me:Kholidoyouunderstandwhatwesaying?

Kholi:Ihadanencounterwithherthismorning,

AndI'ddoanythingtoshowTieraoff.Ichoose

nottobeuselessinthisfight,She'ssupporting

SenzowithallhermightandI'lldefendyoutoo.

TitiandSenzowon'ttakethethroneaway

Som:Settled

Me:Kholi

Som:Kholihasmuchtolosetoo.She's

disowned,Youlosethethrone.Shehas

nowheretogo



Kholi:FornowyouareallthatIhave

TIERA

Dad:Visionspredictwhat'sabouttohappen

mostofthetime,Whatyouseeingcouldbe

foretellingafutureeventoraneventthat's

currentlyabouttohappen.Youbeinginthe

visionsandexperiencingallofit,Involvesyou

somehow

Me:Iam notspiritualgifted

Dad:Youarespiritualsensitive

Me:Canwestopthem?



Dad:No..Butwecanpraythattheybecome

moreclearer

Me:Theyarescary

Dad:Thingsoftheunderworldare,Yougrow

intothem astimegoeson

Me:Canyoutryandseewhatit'sabout?

Dad:Thevisionsareaboutyou,Meantforyou

butIwilltapinandseeclarity

Me:Thankyou



Dad:Areyousureyoudon'twannacomeback

home?

Me:It'saveryimportantdayforSenzo

tomorrow,IthinkI'llmanage

Dad:Don'tforgettopray

Me:Iwon't

MTHUNZI

Wegottotheantiqueshop..

Theroyalguidescloselywalkedwithus,Making

surenooneisinourway..



Thewhiteladycametous,Shelookedlikea

gpsy..

Her:MyLord,Suchanhonourforroyaltyto

blessuswithavisit

Inodded..

Her:HowmayIbeofassistance?

Me:Healer

Som:Goodday,I'm theroyalhealerandwe

lookingforacrystalstone



Her:Whatkind?

Som:Themostpowerfulrosequartzthatyou

have

Her:Arosequartz

Som:Yes

Her:Pleasefollowme

kholi:WhatdoesaRosequartzdo?

Som:It'sacrystalthatenhanceslove,Purest

love.Wegoingtoneedittofoolthewater

guardians



kholi:Understood

Som:AndwegoingtoneedaRubyring,Afew

goldstobribeNowisabecauseshe'sourwayof

gettingthereandclosetoTheAker

Kholi:Soundsfascinating

TIERA

IalsocalledElla,Toldheraboutmyvisions.She

wasabletopicksomethingup..

Ella:Don'ttellmethatyouarehavingvisions

aboutTheAker



Me:Whoandwhatisthat?

Ella:Saidtobethegreatestwitchtoeverwalk

onearth

Me:WhywouldIbehavingvisionsabouther?

Ella:Itseemslikesomeonemighttrytoconjure

herfrom wheresheis

Me:CanKholidoit?

Ella:Naashe'sweak

Me:WhatifaSomandlakazican?



Ella:Possible,Butit'llevenbehardfora

SomandlakazibecauseTheAkercanchoosea

deal,Ifit'sadealthatsoundsgoodforhershe

willobligedifnot,Shecanliterallykilltheones

whowannaconjureher

Me:Whydidn'tDadseethis?

Ella:Becauseit'smoreclearfrom oursidethan

itisfrom his,LookifMthunziandthem are

tryingtoconjureherthenIwillhavetodo

incwebaforyouandSenzo

Me:Whatisthat?

Ella:Astringofprotectionthatyouwillwear

aroundyourwaist,Especiallyyousinceyou

seem tohavemadeaconnectionwithher.The



Questioniswhy?Whyyou

Me:Don'ttellmeawitchistryingtogetmeor

gettome

Ella:Wewillsee,I'lllookintoit.Inthemeantime

barricadetheroom yousleepinwithsaltforevil

spiritsinthehouse

Cebi:Andbathwithone

Me:I'lldoso

Cebi:Praytoousingapurplecandle.It'llhelp

withthevisionssotheycanbemoreclear,It's

alsoforspiritualprotection



Me:Thankyousomuchguys,I'llseeyouwhenI

getback

Ella:Bye..Begood,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued

EBUKHOSINI

77

MTHUNZI

Somandlakazihadthegypsyblessthecrystal.

Arosequartzcrystalstandsforlove.Usingit



willbuyustimefrom theguardians,It'llgiveout

theloveneededtobypasstheguardiansofthe

waters..

WealsowenttogetthejewelsforNowisa..

Theywerecostly,Butthethroneisthat

importanttome..

Som:Wehaveeverythingweneed,I'llprepare

theherbsandwhentheygonewewillsetour

waytotheZikhalivillage

Kholi:Areyousurethisisgoingtowork?Weare

currentlydependentonthis

Som:Itwillwork.Fortunatelythegooduses



faith,Wedotoo

Me:Whenhaslifegottenthisbad?Gottento

thepointwherewehavetoresorttosuch

thingsasourlasthope?

Som:Eachtotheirown,Inthisworldthatwe

willlivein.Onehastoresorttosuch

Me:Solongit'sgoingtowork

Som:Trustandhavefaithintheprocess

TIERA

SenzoandIdrovetotown,Togetthecandles

andthesalt..



There'sagypsyshopintown,Wemadeashort

leftthere...

Thewhitewomanwhom Iassumeistheowner,

Cametous..

Her:Goodday..Royaltyagain,I'm blessedtoday

Senzo:Excuseus?

Her:TheKingwashereearlieron,Withthe

healerandthePrincess

SenzoandIlookedateachother....



Me:Whatdidtheywant?Whatdidthey

purchase?

Her:I'm notatlibertytogiveoutthatkindof

information.Everyclientwalkinginthroughthat

doortheirinformationisconfidentialwithme

Senzo:Youjusttoldusthattheywerehere

Her:That'shardlyinformation

Her:MayIhelpyou?

Me:Weneedsalt,Andapackofpurplecandles

Her:I'llgetitforyou



Shewalkedaway...

Me:Sotheytrulygoingthroughwiththis?

ConjuringtheAker

Senzosighed....

Me:I'm sorrythatthisisweighingheavyonyour

shoulders

Senzo:Don'tbesilly,IknewMthunziwasn't

goingtogiveoutthethronethateasily.Ijust

didn'tthinkhewasgoingtoresorttosomething

sodeepanddark

Me:WithSomandlakazionhisside,Anythingis



possible

Senzo:Afterthis,Wegoinghome

Me:What?Youhavethatthingtomorrow

Senzo:It'llbeuselesswiththem doingthis,Me

completelytakingoverfornowisuselesswith

thisfightthat'scoming.Weneedtobeprepared

too,SowhenItakeoverIknowtherewon'tbe

anythingstandinginmyway.PlusIcanphahla

athome,Talktomyancestorsaboutthis.Ella

seemstoknowandIhopeshewillhelpus

Iheldhishand..

Me:Ellaisgoingtohelp,Ipromise



MTHUNZI

Me:ItsaysthattheQueenoftheZikhalivillage

isNoluthando,Sheisjustasgiftedwithherking

nexttoher.KingManqobaMkhize,Whoisalso

from royalty.TheMkhizeroyalty.Hehasthe

spiritofUthungu,Heisgiftedhimself.Basically

wefucked,Howdowebypassthat

Som:Theytheleastofourworries.Qondisiwe

theDallaisourmainproblem.Dallaandthe

Akeraresistersofmothernature,Onedark.

Onelight,Akercannotbeunleashedwithouta

fighterupting.DallaisthelightthatAkercan

neverbe,Andviceversa

Kholi:Won'ttheDallaneedavesseltoo?



Som:Shewill

Kholi:CoulditbethatTitimightbehervessel?

Som:It'snotimpossible.Titihasattributesthat

canmakeherthevesseltotheDalla.That'swhy

weneedtomovefast,SothatDalladoesn'tget

thechancetohaveTitiashervessel

Me:SowhenarewegoingtotheZikhalivillage?

Som:Assoonastomorrow.Asavisitation,

Buildtrust

Me:Thentomorrowis



Kholi:Won'ttheyseeusforwhoweare?

Som:Notwhenwestillhavethecrystal

ELLA

Cebi:"Wartothosewhocallevilgood,andgood

evil;

Whosubstitutedarknessforlightandlightfor

darkness;

Whosubstitutebitterforsweetandsweetfor

bitter"Isaiah5:20

Me:Wartothosewhocallevilgood,Andgood

evil

Cebi:"Donotbeovercomebyevil,but



overcomeevilwithgood"Romans12:21

Me:Donotbeovercomebyevil

Cebi:Areyougettingwhatyouwant?

Me:Almostthere..Whatdoweknowaboutevil

andgood?

Cebi:Theybothexist

Me:Butnotalongsideeachother

Cebi:Sotheycan'tsetfreeAkerinthelandof

good,TheIndoniYamanziRiverrepelsevilyou

can'tgetinifyounotofpurehearted



Me:Exactly!Sotobypassthatwhatdowedo?

Howdowegainaccess?

Cebi:I'm gettingaheadache,Mightneedtodo

myblackntsusnuff

Me:Ineedasmoketoo

Ilookedathernecklace..

Cebi:What?

Me:Whydoyouhavethatnecklace?Whydo

youwearit?



Cebi:It'sforprotectionwhenI'm inpublic.So

people'snegativeenergiesdon'tconsumeme,

Normakemesick.Youknowthis,Youhaveone

too

Me:Wewearthem forprotectionbecausethe

stonesarepowerful

Cebi:Forthem tohaveaccesstothewaters

they'llneedastonetoo

Me:Astonethatholdslove

Shestoodupfrom herchairandpointedatme..

Me:Rosequartzcrystal!



Ibangedthemarkeronthetable..

Me:They'llgetarosequartz

Cebi:Therosequartzwillgivethem accessto

freetheAker

Me:Blindtheguardians

Cebi:Nailedit

Me:TitiandSenzoneedtogetthecrystalfrom

them

Cebi:Noneofthem isspiritualtheywon'tbe

abletosenseit



Me:Butwecan

Cebi:Butwefartoo

Mymom walkedin..

Mom:Whatareyouguysdoing?

Me:Nothing

Cebi:Wejustreadingthebible

Mom:Withglassesofwine,cigarettepackand

snuff?



Cebi:Mysnuffismyconnectiontomy

undergroundgang

Me:Soismycigarettes

Mom:I'vegotmyeyesonya'll,Don'tbedoing

thingsthatareoutoforder

Me:Ipromise

Shewalkedaway..

Cebi:Shouldn'twetellher?

Me:Andruintheplan?Nextthingweknow

she'llbedrivingustothevillagefor

confrontation



Cebi:Okaymovingalong,What'snext?

Me:WhyisTitihavingvisionsofaboutthis?

Cebi:Backtotail,Thebookofspells

.

Tobecontinued
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SENZO



Titiwassleepingonourwaybacktothecity.

Sheneedstherest,Withallthedreamsand

visionsshe'sbeenhaving,Sheneedstherest.

Sheneedstorest..

Shewaskindenoughtoletususehercarto

comethisside,Ican'tasyettakewhat's

rightfullymineatthePalace.Notevenonecar..

Iam onePersonwhoknowshowtosuppress

hisemotions,Actlikeshitdon'tmatterwhenit

does.Idon'tgiveineasilytopainandstruggles,

ButvisitingthePalaceeruptedcertainemotions.

YesIwasraisedbymymaternalGrandmother

withthehelpofmyUncle,Whotoldmehow

uselessIwasbecauseIcouldn'thelpoutthat

much.Mom hadherownlife,Keepingcloseby

toMthunzi.Ijustneededthatwarmthfrom

family,Thatloveatleast.ItrulyhopedthatI



wasgoingtogetitfrom myFather'sfamily,The

daythatIfinallymeetthem.Mywisheswere

short-lived,Theyhateme.Theywannadestroy

me.Thenthere'sTiti.She'swellestablished,

Comesfrom agoodfamily.Idraggedherinto

this,Idon'teventhinkthatIam goingtowin

thisfightforthethrone,IfIdon't.ThenI'll

alwaysremainwhoIam,Idoubtherbiggest

goalinlifeissettlingdownwithsomeonewho

hasnotdirection..MyUnclehas4kids.Three

girlsandOneboy.Welivedwithhiswifetoo,Or

shelivedwithus.Lifewastough,Aftermy

Grandmother'sdeath.Herecruitedfamily,Then

theystoodformyUncleandlikethat.Iwasout

voted,Outnumberedandhadtoleave..

Cominghere,Seeinghoweasylifewasfor

uMthunzibreaksmyheartintoamillionpieces.

He'shaditall,AndIwonderwhyIneverdid..



TearsburnedmyeyesasIwaslostdeepinmy

thoughts,Theyfell.Thisistheveryfirsttime

whereIbrokedeepinside.Iwipedmytearsand

continuedwiththedrive..

ELLA

Mymom waspreparingdinner..

Mom:SoTiticallsme,Andtellsmeshe's

comingbackhome

Me:Shetextedmetoo

Mom:Iwonderwhathappened

Me:Aghyouknowthatplaceisapaininher



heart

Mom:Iguessso

Me:CanItalktoyouaboutsomething?

Mom:Yes..Soundsserious,Pleasedon'tscare

me

Me:I'lltrynottoo

Imovedcloser..

Me:IwannadorightbyCebi.She'saspiritual

giftedPersonandherbeingherelikethis,

Despitewhatshe'sgoingthroughbutyouknow

howancestorsare?Iwannadorightbyherso



thatshecanbeabletoalsohave

communicationwiththem here

Mom:Lookatyou..Iwannadoright,Inever

thoughtI'deverseetheday

Me:Ijustdon'tknowhowit'sgoingtohappen

withherSisterbeinglikethis,Idon'tevenknow

howherfamilyislikewithregardsto

homosexuality

Mom:Ihopetheywillallow,Wenotaskingthem

toshelteryou.Weaskingtodotherightthing

Me:Ihopeso

MTHUNZI



Queen:Kholiisthechosenone?

Me:Yes

Queen:I'm notagainstitbutissheallin?

Me:She'sallin

Queen:Wellthentomorrowmorning,Wehave

toprepareourselvesandgotothevillage

Me:SenzoandTieraleft

Queen:SomandlakazitellsmethatTitimight

HarbourtheoppositeofAkerdeepinsideofher



Me:Iheardtoo

Queen:It'sgoingtobeonehelloffight,Alotcan

happenbutlosingshouldn'tbefrom ourside

Me:Ihavenointentionsofuslosing

Queen:That'sgood

CEBISILE

Iwassleepingwhenmyphonewokemeup

withacall,ItwasmySister.Connie..

Myheartratepickedup,Ididn'tknowifIshould



answerornotbutIdid.Maybethiswillbeus

makingthingsright..

Me:Hello

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:Connie?

Connie:Ilostthebaby

Me:I'm trulysorry

Connie:Noyounot..Allofthisisbecauseof

you!IlostmySon,Mymarriageisontherocks

allbecauseofyou



Me:Iknowhowitlookslikebutbelieveme,I

didn'tdowhatyouthinkIdid

Connie:Whyyouneversaidanything?

Me:Becauseofthis

Connie:Don'tlie!It'sbecauseyouwantedhim,

Hopingthathewillkickmeoutandyou'lltake

over

Me:That'snottrue

Connie:Youwere18atthattime,Youwereold

whenitstarted.Youcould'vesaidsomething

Cebi



Me:I'm trulysorry

Connie:Ihateyou,Hateyou!!

Me:Connieplease

Connie:Youwillpayforthis.Ipromise

Shehungup..

TIERA

Iwokeup..Wewerestillontheroad..

Me:Hey



Senzo:Hey..Iwashopingyouweregoingto

sleepthroughout

Me:I'm good,Ididhaveagoodnap

Senzo:I'm glad

Ilookedathim,Andhiseyeswerered.Ithinkhe

wascrying..

Me:Shouldwestoptogetsomethingtoeat?

Senzo:Areyouhungry?

Me:YesIam



Senzo:Okaykeepaneyeoutforanyrestaurant

Me:Iwill

.

Tobecontinued
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SenzoandIarrivedverylatelastnight.Ilefthim

home,ThenIdrovehome.WhenIgothome,I

justslept.Iwasthattired,AndIhadagood

nightsleepthanwhatIgotattheHlomuka

village..



MyDadisnotaround,Hehadtoflydownto

CapeTown.Torunafewerrandsthere..

Itwasonlymyself,Ella,andCebisile..

WhenIwasatthekitchenmakingtea,Cebisile

walkedin..

Cebi:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Cebi:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandhowareyou?



Cebi:I'm good

Me:Tea?

Cebi:Yesplease

Iaddedanothercup...

Cebi:HowisitgoingwithSenzoandthewhole

issueatthevillage?EllaandItriedtocallyou

guysandtellyouaboutthecrystalbutyouwere

alreadyonyourwayback

Me:Yaa..Alotishappening,AlotthatIam not

preparedfor.Whydopeoplehavetogotosuch

greatevillengthstoruinsomeone'slife?



Cebi:Greedsometimes,Greedleadspeopleto

dothingsthattheywouldn'tnormallydoifthey

wereintheirrightminds

Me:That'strue.I'm prayingaboutandhaving

faiththatwewillsomehowconquerthis

Cebi:Wewillgiveyouallthesupport

Me:Thankyou

Cebi:Youwelcome

Me:Howisitgoingwithyouandyoursister?

Heardfrom herasyet?



Cebi:Shecalledmeandshewasangry,Shelost

thebabyisblamingme

Me:It'snotyourfault.Yoursisterchoseher

husbandoveryou,Shechosethis.Shedidn't

evenwannahearyouout,Don'tstartblaming

yourself

Cebi:I'm yettoseeevenonespiritualperson

thathasapeacefullifewithoutanydrama

Me:You'llbeokaydon'tworry,Thingswill

workoutattheend

Cebi:Thankyou

SENZO



Ihardlysleptlastnight.Myheartwasstillheavy

andbrokenaboutthewholesituationthat's

goingonatthevillage..

Iinternalizealotofthings,Andwhen

somethinghitsdeepinsideittakesawhilefor

metorecoverfrom it..

Mom:Howareyouthismorning?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Mom:I'm goodtoo..Howwasthevisitatthe

village?Weren'tyousupposedtovisityour

father'sgravetoday?



Me:Mthunziisfightingmeforthethrone,He's

goingtousewitchcrafttodoit

Mom:What?

Me:Iunderstanditwasnothisfaultneither

minethatwegrewupthewaythatwedid.Him

gettingalltheprivileges,Andmeontheother

handnotbeenextendedthesametreatment.

Thatwasn'tourfault,Bothofus.Nowthe

problem isthat,Thecurrentproblem thatwe

facingnowishim knowingverywellthathehas

norighttothethroneasaKing.Insteadof

acceptingandwalkingaway,Heturnsbackand

dothis

Mom:I'm sosorrySenzothatyougoingthrough

this,It'sneveramother'swishtohaveher

childrenHarboursuchfeelingsofhateforeach



other.Ilieawakeeverydayprayingthatmaybe

ifIhadgottenmyselfanormalmaninsteadof

fallingforaKingthatwaswayoutofmyleague,

Lifewouldhaveturnedoutdifferently.Youand

Mthunziwould'vegrownupinastablehome,

AndhadastablerelationshipasBrothers

Me:ItmakesmesoangrythatTitihastobe

caughtupinthis.Thatifwedon'twinagainst

them,I'llforeverremainapieceofshitthatIam

Mom:That'snottrue,Youareanythingbutthat

Me:Ineverhadasiblingrelationshipwith

Uncle'skids.Iwasoutcasted,Treated

somehowbecauseIneverhadaparentstand

upformethanGrandmother.Whereasibling

relationshipisapparent,EvenmyownBrother

doesn'twantmewhenIdidn'tevendoanything



tohim

Mom:Mthunziwasnotalwayslikethis,He

startedrightwhenhedecidedtotakeuphis

responsibilityandbeaKing

Me:YaaMa..Whatever,I'llseeyoulater

Iwalkedout..

MTHUNZI

By3am,Wewerealreadyontheroadtothe

Zikhalivillage.Idon'tknowwhattoexpect,I

don'tknowifthey'llwelcomeusintotheirland.I

don'tknowifwehadtomakeanappointment

beforehand..



Wehadthecrystalwithus,ItwasMe.Mom,

Somandlakazi,AndKholi..

Idon'tthinkSomandlakazicomingwithusisa

goodidea,Imean..Spirituallyshe'sawell-

knownwitch.Wearevisitingspiritualpeople,

Peoplewhomightpickitupthatshe'sa

Somandlakazi..Shehasassuredmethatwon't

happen,Sowewillsee..

Queen:I'm tired,Howfaralongarewe?

Me:3hoursaway

Queen:Canwegetsomethingtoeat?Bathroom

relieve.Idon'tthinktheywillpreparefoodforus,

Wedidn'ttellthem befohandaboutourvisit



Me:That'sthelistofourproblems.Ourmain

problem is,Arewegoingtobeaccepted?

Som:Wehavetoo,Weroyalty.There'srespect

thatneedstobeupheld

Me:Wewillsee

Kholiheldmyhand..

Kholi:It'sgoingtobeokay,It'sgoingtoworkout

Islightlynodded..

TIERA



Iputthecupsinthesink.Decidedtotake

Cebisileouttoday,Godoshopping..We

deserveagirlsouting,Justtoclearourheads..

Iheardsomethingdrippingbehindme,Like

waterjustdripping.Igotaheadrush,Thehairs

atthebackofmyheadstoodup..

Iturnedaround,Andsawthisbeautifulgirl.

BeautythatIhaveneverseenbefore,Beauty

thatisrare..

Ilookedather,Shelookedatme.Shewaswet

andwearingbeads.Herhairwaswettoo..

Theroom startedspinning,Ifeltmystrength

beingdrainedfrom meandwithnowarningI



felltothefloor..

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA



Cebibroughtmetheglassofwater..

Me:Thankyou

Cebi:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:I'm goodjustfeelinglightheaded

Cebi:Painkillers?

Me:No..It'snotthathectic,Idon'tthinkitwas

necessarytocallElla

Cebi:Youwerepassedoutonthekitchenfloor,

ItwasnecessarytocallElla



Mymom willonlybecomingbackhomelater,

She'sfullyhandsonatthechurchsinceDadis

notaround..

Cebi:Yousaidyousawagirl

Me:Yes..Drippingwet,Verybeautiful.Ihave

seenbeautybefore,Hersisdifferent

Cebi:Didshesayanything?

Me:No..Icollapsedbeforesheevensaid

anything

Cebi:Ibelieveyoubecausethere'swaterinthe

kitchenandIthinkyoureallysawher



Me:Idid

Cebi:It'sokay,We'llfigureitout

MTHUNZI

Wedroveintothevillage.Itwassmallerthan

ours,Butbeautiful.Thefields,Andwhatstood

outmorewastheirwaterfall.

Kholi:Wow..Thisplaceisbeautiful

Eventheirrondavelhouses,Weren'tthose

poorlybuiltstructures.Itwasmordenina

village..

Queen:FeelslikeI'm drivingintoadifferent



world

Som:It'sbeautifulindeed

Whenyouenterthevillage,There'sguardsat

thegate.Morelikeaboarder,Youwon'thave

accessin.Youcan'tbypassthem

Theyallowedusin,Aftershowingthem our

royalsealandintroducingourselves.They

respectedusandallowedusinwithoutany

hassle..

Wefollowedthecarthatwasdrivingustothe

palace..

Theirpalacewasalsodifferent.There'sabig



house,Brickhouse.Thenabout3rondavels,All

inthesameyard.Attheirgate,Isawtwoseals.

OneoftheZikhalivillage,Anotheroneforthe

Mkhizes.It'stwoRoyalfamiliesthatcame

togetherthroughmarriage....

Theyhadbodyguardstooatthegate.Thecar

wewerefollowing,Thatwasusheringusthe

bodyguardgotoutandwenttotheonesatthe

gatesotheycanwelcomeusin...

TIERA

Ella:Youmust'vehadaconnectionwiththe

Dalla,uQondisiwe

Me:Huh?



Ella:Sheislight,Thebiggestancestoratthe

Zikhaliriver.Thebiggestguardianofthewaters.

Nowisawasonebutshewasnottobetrusted,

Qondisiwehadthatfate

Me:Thingsofthespiritualworldare

complicated,Whydon'ttheyjustgiveussimple

thingslikelottonumbers.Theyalwayswanna

benefit,Butwenotbenefitinganything

Ella:Becausewefightingevil,Notgambling

Cebi:IfTitiisabletohaveaconnectionwiththe

Dalla,ThatmeansAkerismuchclosertoo

Ella:Thesetwospiritualbeingsarepowerfulin

theirownway.Hostingthem willneedthehosts

tobestrongspiritually.Aker'shostneedstobe



powerfulinevil,Titineedstobestronginher

spirituallife.IfQondisiwecanmakethat

connectionwithyou,Thatmeansshehas

chosenyou

Cebi:Whathappensthen?Titiwillhavetofight

Aker?

Ella:Yes

Me:Thisistoobigformylife

Ella:You'llbeokay,Youneedtoallowthat

connectionforthesakeofSenzoandthe

kingdom thatbothofyouneedtolead

Me:I'lltrymybest



MTHUNZI

Wegotoutofthecarandwentinside.Wewere

ledtotheircourt,Wherevisitorsarewelcomed

andaddressed..

Wesatdown.Thewasalionskinonthefloor,A

lionskinontheKing'sthrone.Hisguardssome

werestandinginsidethecourt,Someoutsideby

thedoor..

Wewaitedatleastforafewminutes,Thenhe

walkedinwithhiswifeholdingherhand.Hehad

aclothwithalionheadsoverhisshoulder,

Holdingaknobkirriewithalionhead..The

guardsstartedsayingtheclannames,Bothfor

theZikhaliandtheMkhizes.Hesatdownhis



wifefirstonherchair,Thenhesatdownonhis

chair..

Hiswifewasbeautifulnolie,From howhewas

usheringherintohowhehelpedhersitdown.

Youcouldseethelovefrom bothofthem,He

wastreatingherliketheQueenthatsheis..She

wasinwhite.Purewhitelongdress,Awhite

doekwithwhitebeadsandaleopardprint.She

lookedAngelic,AtrueQueenwhocaresabout

herappearance..Ngwane,Intombiyakwa

Ngwane...

TheKingstartedspeaking..

King:Goodmorning,I'm sureitwasalong

journey



Iexpectedhim toaddressusinZulu,Their

palaceandeverythingistraditionalsupported.

From thedesignandeverything.Ithoughtwe

wouldbeconversinginZulu..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Itwas,Andwearegratefulforthewarm

welcomewhenwedidn'tevenmakean

appointmentthatwecoming

King:Restassured,Royaltyisalwayswelcomed

inourvillage

Weallnodded..

King:Iam KingManqobaMkhize.Bybirthand



TheKingoftheZikhalivillagebymarriage

Hesaidthatwhilstholdinghiswife'shand,Who

couldn'tstopsmilingwithhervisibledimples..

Me:Iam KingMthunziHlomukabybi-

Iclearedmythroatagain..

Me:Iam KingHlomuka

Manqoba:Thisismybeautifulwife,Queen

LuthandoHlomuka.Thisisherbirthrightthis

wholekingdom

Luthando:Ours..It'sours



Wealllaughed..

Me:Iam herewithmyMother,QueenHlomuka.

MyfiancéPrincessKholisiweandourhealer

Theybothnoddedslowly..

Luthando:SanamukelakwaZikhali(We

welcomeyouintoourkingdom)

King:Hlomuka..Hlomukavillage?

Me:Yes

King:Whatbringsyouhereinourvillagefrom



sofaraway?

Me:Wetookinterestintocomingandseeing

themosttalkedaboutmagicalriver.Indoni

Yamanziriver

King:Isee

Theylookedateachother..

QueenH:Isthereaproblem?

Luthando:Youseethatpicturethere?That

framedpictureonthewall?

Welookedatit..



Luthando:Thatisourbiggestancestor,The

biggestguardianoftheriver.Qondisiwe

Kholi:Shewasbeautiful,Thebeautyshowstoo

inyou

Luthando:Thankyou,Theriverisverysacred.

Verypure,Andwejustdon'tletanyonein

Manqoba:Royaltyornot

QueenH:Wehereyouandwepromise,Wenot

herewithotherintentionsbuttoseetheriver

andpossiblybuildafriendshipbetweentwo

royalties



Luthando:Siyanizwa(wehereyou)

Manqoba:Forhowlongdoyouwishtostay

here?

Me:Afewdays,Maybeaweek

Luthando:Inthatcase,Wewillgetourhealerto

comeandreadyouraurabeforeweofficially

welcomeyouin

ShelookedattheGuardwhowentouttofetch

thehealer.Thoughwehadthecrystalbutmy

heartstartedbeatingveryfast.Wewereinshit!!

Notwhenwehaveawitch,Somandlakaziwith

uswhoisshitandtricky.

.



Tobecontinued
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TIERA

WhenIwasbusytalkingtoEllaandTiti,Iwas

overpoweredbydrowsiness.Ihadtogolie

downagain,Ifeltsounbelievablysleepy..

Iwenttobedtoliedown,Notknowingthatmy

drowsinesswasInfluencedbythevisionthatI

wasabouttohave..

Thistimearound,Itwaslessterrifying.Ifound

myselfbyariver,Withabeautifulwaterstream.



Ilookedaround,Andthisplacewas

unbelievablybeautiful..

Me:Wow

AsIwasstaringattheriver,Isawsomeone

comingoutoftheriverandcomingcloserto

me.AsshecamecloserandcloserInoticed

shelookedfamiliar.Itwasthesamegirlwho

appearedtomeinthekitchen..

Me:Iknowyou,I'veseenyou

Her:Tiera

Me:Whoareyou?



Her:Lokhokubuyekubeyindida,Impixa

yabadala(That'scomplicatedandconfusing)

Me:Ufunanikimi?(Whatdoyouwantfrom me)

Her:UkusizawenaSisineNkosiyesizwesakwa

Hlomuka(TohelpyouandtheKingofthe

Hlomukavillage)

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Her:Ukuthibafunaukuniphucaisihlalo

sobukhosi?(Thattheywanttotakeawaythe

thronefrom you)

Me:Yebo



Her:Buyisaisandlasakho(Givemeyourhand)

Idid..

Sheheldit,Theninstantlyshowedmeacurrent

event.Mthunzi,Kholi,TheQueen,and

Somandlakazibeinginthevillage.Sheshowed

methecrystalthattheyhadwiththem,And

Kholigettingintothewaterwiththecrystalto

releasetheAker.Whensheshowedmethe

cageunderneaththewaterwheretheyhad

lockeduptheAker,TheevilIsensedthere

mademeweak.Itdrainedmystrength.Iletgo

ofherhandandtheconnectionbroke.I

hyperventilated..

Her:Hlisaumoya(Calm down)



Me:That'ssomuchevil

Her:Minaumsebenziwam ukuqinisekisaukuthi

ubumnyamabuhlalaendaweniyabo(Myjobis

tomakesurethatdarknessstayswhereit

belongs)

Me:Thendosomething,Stopthem

Her:Ukubavalelamanje,Ngekekwenzeukuthi

uHlomukaonguyenaathatheisihlalosakhe.

Bazobuyabezame,Kantiukubavumelaokwabo

ukuthibafundeisifundo.Ukuthibangaphidifuthi

badanseleisiginqisobumnyama(Stopping

them now,Itwon'tmakeSenzotakehisrightful

place.Theywilltryagain.Allowingthisto

happen,They'lllearntheirlessontoneverdance

whendarknessplaysthem asong)



Me:Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

Her:uAkeruzovulelwamaduze,Nawekuzomele

uzengaphauzothathaamandlawakho(The

Akerwillbereleasedsoon.Youalsohaveto

comethissidesoyoucangainandyour

strength)

Me:Whoareyou?Ungubani?

Her:Uzemaduzengaphambikokuthiakuvalele

(Comequickbeforetheystopyou)

MTHUNZI

TheGuardcamebackandwhispered



somethingtotheKing,ThentheKingwhispered

somethingtotheQueen.TheQueennodded

andthentheylookedatus.

King:Ourhealerisnotinthevillage.HeisinKzn,

Hetendstoleavefrom timetotimeinsearchof

plantsthatwedon'thavetomakeherbs

Me:Wehearyou

King:Itbecomesalongjourneyforhim,Maybe

3weeksorso

Luthando:Inthatcase,Youhaven'tgivenusany

reasontoquestionyourmotives.Wewelcome

youintoourvillage



Thatwasarelieve..

Me:Thankyou,Thankyousomuch

QueenH:Sibongakakhulu(Wearegrateful)

Luthando:Wewillshowyouwhereyouwillbe

sleeping

Herhusbandstoodup,Andthenhelpedherto

standuptoo..

Luthando:TheGuardswillfollowuswithyour

luggagetoputinthecar

Westooduptooandfollowedher..



TIERA

Iwokeupfrom thatdream orvision.Itwasn'tas

intenseasthepreviousones..

Thoughsomethingunexpectedhappened.I

couldn'tmovemylegs.Theyweren'tswollen,

Theyweren'tpainful.Theywereheavy,AndI

couldn'tmovethem..

Me:Ella!!!Ella!!Cebisile!!Cebisile!!

Itouchedthem,Theywererockhard..

Ipanicked..



Me:Ella!!!

Thedooropened,Ellacamein..

Ella:Whatisit?

Me:Ican'tmovemylegs

Ella:What??

Me:Ican't..Ican'tmovemylegs!!!

Shecametotakealook...

MTHUNZI



Theydroveustoanearbyplace,Agatedyard

withatleast5rondavelsinsideofit.

Isawafewgirlstherewholookedlikethey

werecleaningtheplace.Itlookedlikealodge,A

traditionalbasedlodge..

Theyseem tohaveguardseverywhere..

TheQueen'scardroveinfirst,Oursfollowed..

Weparked

Weallgotout..

Luthando:Welcometooursmallguestlodge

forourguests



Itwasn'tthatfarfrom thePalace..

Thegirlservantscame,Sheinstructedthem to

taketheQueenandSom intotheirrooms.She

thentookKholiandI,Toours.

Theirroyalseal,TheNgwaneroyalsealhasthis

Qondisiweladythattheywereinformingus

aboutthatshe'stheirbiggestancestor..The

biggestguardiantotheIndoniYamanziRiver..

Wewalkedin,TheRondavelonlyincludeda

bathroom andthebedroom.Thebathroom,

Theirbathtubwasclosetotheslidingdoor,So

youcanseethebeautifulviewasyoubath..

Kholi:Kwazekwakuhlebo(Thisisbeautiful)



Luthando:Siyabonga(Thankyou)

Me:It'sreallybeautiful

Luthando:Youwillbehavingbreakfast,And

dinnerwithus.Lunchyou'llbehavingithereor

outofthevillageourAfricancuisinerestaurant.

Also,You'llgetatourguidetoshowyouthe

village.Ihopeyourstayherewillbeenjoyed

Me:Definitely..ThankyouDlunkulu

Luthando:Tomorrowwewillshowyouourriver

Me:Wewouldtrulyappreciatethat

Luthando:Letmeleaveyoutorest,Untilwe



meetforlunch

TIERA

Itoldthem aboutmydream,Toldthem about

whathappened..ExactlywhatQondisiwesaid..

Cebi:Ifso,She'sstoppingyoufrom goingtothe

villagenow

Me:Why?

Ella:Sothattheyaccomplishwhattheythere

for

Me:Aren'twesupposetostopthem?



Cebi:Likeshesaid,Ifshedoesn'tletthis

happenthenSenzowon'tbeabletobeaKing

andthoseoneswon'tlearntheirlesson

Me:Forhowlongam Igoingtobeavegetable?

Theylookedateachother,Thenlookedme..

Them:UntilAkerisreleased

Me:OhhLord

Cebi:Atleasttheynotswollen,Norpainfuljust

frozenthat'sall



Me:Whyisthishappeningtome?

Ella:Ithinkwenowknowthewhy,Youneedto

bestrong.Suchbattlesrequirestrength

Cebi:Wearehereforyou

Me:Thankyouguys.Uhm,Weneedtocall

Senzotocomesowelethim know..Please

passmemyphone

.
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PRINCESSKHOLISIWE

IwassurprisedtoknowthatQueenLuthando

preparesfood,Eventhoughshehasalotof

Servants.Iwenttohelp..

Me:Ineverexpectedthis,Youpreparingfood

Lu:Ialwayspreparefoodformyhusband,I

neverlettheServantsdo.Ipreparehisfood,Do

hislaundryandcleanourbedroom.Onetime



youletanotherwomanprepareforyour

husband,Nextthingshe'smovinginasa

secondwife

Me:TheKingdoesn'tlooklikeaManwhowould

dribbleyou

Lu:NeverbetoosureaboutaMan,Amancan

surpriseyou

Me:That'strue,Iknowwhatyoutalkingabout.I

almosthadaSisterwifeandshewasloved

morethanme.Hewasherfirstbeforeme,I

foundhim withher

Lu:Andhowdidthatgo?



Me:Shelefthim forhisBrother

Lu:What??

Me:Lifeneh

Lu:Formyside,Iwon'tbeabletohandle

Manqobawantingasecondwife.I'm gratefulhe

hasn'tevenconsideredthatnorhasshownany

interestintakinganotherwife,Atleastnotfor

now

Me:Butheseemslikehelovesyou,Youguys

seem tohaveagoodmarriage

Lu:Wetry..Afterwhatwe'vebeenthrough,I'm

gladwesurvivedtomarriage



Me:IhopeMthunziandI,Wewillgetthereone

day

Lu:Don'tlosehope

TIERA

Senzocametoseeme.Foundmeinbed,I

explainedtohim everythingthatwashappening.

Hebecamemoreconcernedaboutme,My

safetyandeverything.Concernedaboutwhat

I'm goingthrough..

Senzo:There'snothingthatEllaandCebican

do?



Me:Apparentlynot..Itwon'tbeapermanent

thing,ButwhenIam abletowalkagainweneed

togodowntotheZikhalivillage

Senzo:Iam sorryabouteverythingthat's

happeningtoyou,Iam sorrythatIam bringing

yousomuchdrama

Me:Don'tbe..It'snotyourdoing

Senzo:IhatewhatMthunziisdoing,Hatehow

he'shandlingthematter

Me:DidyoureallyseeMthunzigivingupthe

thronesoeasily?

Senzo:Ineverthoughthewouldgothisfar



Me:Wegoingtobeatthis,Wegoingtomake

surethattheydon'tgetanupperhandonthis

Senzo:Ihopeso

MTHUNZI

ManqobaandI,Wetookawalktotheriver.We

didn'tstandclose,Westoodandwatchedit

from afar..

Thewaterfallwasthemostbeautiful,Itwas

breathtaking..

Nqoba:Thisiswhereourprideliesasthe

Zikhalivillage,OurIndoniyamanziriver



Me:It'sbeautiful.Ifeelhonouredtobestanding

hereandwatchthebeautifulriverthathasbuilt

thisVillage

Nqoba:Alothappenedinthatriver

Me:Alot?

Nqoba:Tellme..Whatistheexactreasonyou

camehere?

Me:Honestly,I'vecometoseetheriver.Make

allianceswiththeZikhalivillage.Mykingdom

wearerunningoutofalliances

Nqoba:IsthatKingLuthuli'sDaughter?



Me:Yes

Nqoba:Shouldn'thebeyourstrongestalliance?

Me:There'salotthatliesthere,Alotof

misunderstandings

Nqoba:Weareapeacefulvillage,Wearevery

particularaboutwhowemakeallianceswith

Me:IseeandImeannorespect

Nqoba:Gladweunderstandeachother

Me:Canmyfiancégointotheriver?



Nqoba:Yes..Butsinceyoutwoarenotexactly

married,It'llbewiseifsheabstainfrom sexual

intercourseatleastfor2days

Me:Iunderstand..Thankyouverymuchfor

allowingusintoyourvillage.We'vecometodo

nothingbutvisitandhopefullymakealliances

Nqoba:Let'sgoback..It'salmosttimeforlunch

Weturnedandwalkedback..

SENZO

IwasnowsittingintheloungewhenEllajoined

me..



Ella:Hey

Me:Eita

Ella:CanIsit?

Me:Yes

Shesatdown..

Ella:Howissheholdingup?

Me:It'sstilldifficultforhertoaccepther

currentstate



Ella:Iam notsurprised,Onedayyouwalking

thenext..Youstrugglingtowalk

Me:Iwishtheycancomeatme,LeaveTiti

alone

Ella:Theystillgoingtocomeforyou,Whydo

youthinktheygettingtheAker?

Me:SowhygothroughTiti?

Ella:BecauseQondisiweisafemale,She's

goingtoneedafemalevesseltofightoffher

Sister?

Me:DoesTitistandachance?



Ella:Shedoes

Ilookedather..

Me:But???

Ella:LegendsaysthatharboringtheDalla,Being

hervesselmightalsobedangerous.Herpower

istoomuch,Themoreshekeepsheron.The

moreTitiwillgetweakerandweaker

Me:Canwemakeherstrong?

Ella:Wecan,Butit'llallbeuptoher

Me:Thisisdifficult



Ella:Verydifficultbutwe'llgetthroughit

MTHUNZI

Weallsatdownatthetable,Toeatlunch

together..

Me:TheKinghasallowedKholitogointothe

river

Lu:That'slovely,It'simportantforWomentogo

totheIndoniyamanziriverandcleanse

themselves

Kholi:Thankyousomuch,Iappreciateit



Lu:Youhavetobecleanthough

Nqoba:Theriverrepelsevil,Ifyouareunclean

it'llswallowyou.Youwon'tbeabletocome

back

Lu:Especiallyyourheart.It'sahealingand

cleansingriver,Thereforethereforenogrudge.

Nohate,Andnoanger

Knowingwhatwecameherefor,Iwasstarting

tobescaredforher.LookingatSomandlakazi

sheseemedtohavenoconcerninherface

aboutthis,Ihavenochoicebuttotrustherand

hopeshedoesn'tdisappointme..Ineedthis

Som:Iwillmakesurethatshe'scleanwhenshe

goesin,Maybegivehersomethingtobathwith



Lu:Thatwouldbeagravemistake.AsI'vesaid,

It'sahealingandcleansingriver.TheGuardians

ofthewaterdon'tneedexternalhelp.Goingin

whenyouhavedonethat,Wouldbeputtingher

indangerandyouguyswillneverseeheragain

Nqoba:Ifshe'sofapureheart,Whydoesshe

needexternalhelp?

Me:Attheendofthedayweareallhumans,We

areboundtogetangry.Kholiishaving

problemswithherfamily

Nqoba:ThatsoundsmorelikepainthanAnger

andhate

Kholi:Won'tthatinterfere?



Nqoba:No..Abrokenheartdoesn'ttemperwith

theriver

TIERA

IopenedmyeyestoQondisiwestandingbythe

door,Ifreakedout..

Qondi:Ungathuki,Ntlosoyam akusiko

ukukulimaza(Don'tbescared,Ihaveno

intentionsofhurtingyou)

Me:Whydidyoudothistome?

Qondi:Ngiyacabangaukuthiuyazi,Ukukubamba

njeizinyawoukuthizisindeukuzeungayi



eZikhali(Ithinkyouknow,Itemporarily

paralyzedyousoyoudon'tgothere)

Me:WillIbeabletowalkagain?

Qondi:Yebo,Okwamanjezilele.Kodwaksasa

uzovukaukwaziukuhamba(Yes,Fornowyour

legsaresleeping.Bytomorrowyou'llbeableto

walk)

Shewalkedclosercarryingbeads.Redbeads..

Me:Whatisthisfor?

Qondi:Udadeuzokwenzelanjeukuthiugaqe

entanyeni(Yoursisterwillprepareitforyou,So

youwearitaroundyourneck)



Me:Sortoflikeanecklace?

Qondi:Yebo,Yokukukhuselaukuzesifike

isikhathilaphongizokhonaukukusebenzisa

(Yes,It'llprotectyou.UntilIcomeandtakeover,

Usingyourbodyasavessel)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Qondi:Ubusisekile,Akusibobonke

abangibonayo(Youareblessed,Noteveryoneis

abletoseeme)

.

Tobecontinued
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CEBISILE

Tierawasinatrans.From howcoldshewas,

Shiveringandwet.Itshowedthatshewas

havingaconnectionwiththeDalla..

SenzoandEllawereworried,Theywerefailing

tothinkrationally.Iunderstand,BecauseTitiis

bothclosetotheirhearts..

Senzo:Whatdowedo?Whatdowedo?



Me:Wedonothingbutkeepherwarm

Ella:There'ssomethingwecando

Me:Ellashe'sdeepinthevision,Wecan'tdo

nothing.Breakingtheconnectionmighttrapher

underthewatersforever

Senzo:She'sshiveringbad,Whatif..Whatifshe

doesn'tcomeback?

Me:Shewill,Dallawouldneverletanything

happentoher

Ella:Uhm..Sohowdowekeepherwarm?



Me:Wemoveherclosetothefireplace,Keep

herwarm,Ablanketwillonlygetsoakingwet..

Come,Movetherugunderthecoffeetableto

thefireplace

Senzo:I'llsetupthefireplace

Ella:It'sautomatic,Justusetheremote

Ella:I'llgetherapillow

KHOLISIWE

Iwentinfurther,Whenthewaterreachedmy

mouth.Myheartratepickedup,WhatifIdrown?

Thewaterwasforcingmein,EventhoughIfelt

liketurningback.Thewaterwasheavyforme



tofight.Ifoundmyselfsinkingdeeptothe

bottom oftheriver,Ididn'tknowitwasthat

deep,Iclosedmyeyesandheldonthecrystal..

Thewaterwasbrightandabitwarm

underneath,IwassinkingindeepIcouldn't

breath.ItriedtobreathIcouldn't,wasfillingup

mylung.Iletgoofthecrystal,Andstopped

fighting.Iwasn'tgoingtowinthewaterwas

heavy..IjustclosedmyeyesasIfought

through,Tryingtobreath..

QUEENLUTHANDO

Thehealerseemedworried,Shemadeherway

tome..

Her:MyLord



Me:Ndlovukazi

Her:Myapologies..Ndlovukazi,IfImayask.

Thewaterisquiet.She'sbeenunderforawhile,

Isshegoingtobeokay?

Me:Ishouldbeaskingyou.Youahealer

Her:ItisyourterritoryNdlovukazi

Me:Youknow,Ican'tquitereadyou.Whenthat

happens,Itmeansyouclosedoffyourenergy.

Whatareyouhiding?

Her:Onethingaboutroyalty,Hasalwaysbeena

lackoftrustinpeoplelikeus.Youalwayshave



yourguardupthateveryoneisouttogetyou.

OurPrincesswentintotheriver,Ifshewasn't

worthyofgoingin.Wewouldn'thavelethergo

in

Me:Whatisyournamehealer?

Her:Som..Sosibili

Me:Neverheardofit,Udabukaphi?(Whereare

youfrom)

Her:I'm from avillage,JustoutsideKzn

Me:Isee

IlookedattheQueen..



Her:Satisfied?

Me:We'llsee

QueenHlomukawalkeduptous..

Queen:Shehasbeenunderforawhilenow,No

signoflife

Me:Wellitcanonlymeantwothings.She's

deadorhasmadeaconnectionwiththe

guardians

Iheldmydressandstartedwalkingtothecar..



Me:Excuseme,Ineedtocallmyhusband

ELLA

Shehadstoppedshiveringnow,Cebisilehada

warm towelonTiti'sforehead..

Isighed..

Cebi:Atleastshehasstoppedsweating,And

shivering.Wecangetablanket,Removeher

wetclothesfrom her

Me:I'llgettheblanket

Iheardmymom callingoutfrom thekitchen..



Mom:Ella!!

Ihadcalledhertoletherknow..

ShewalkedintotheloungeandsawTitilaying

there..

Mom:Ohhmygoodness!

Shedroppedherbagtothefloor..

Mom:Whathappened?

Istoppedherfrom goingtoTiti..



Mom:What'shappeningtomybaby?

Me:Calm down,She'sinatrans

Mom:Atrans?Whattrans?Whyaren'tyouguys

likeanything?DidyoucallDad?

Me:Thisiswhywedon'ttellyouanything!Even

afteralltheseyearsmarriedtospiritualityyou

stilldon'tunderstandit?

Mom:Spiritualityornot!Iam stillaMother,It's

myjobtobeworried!!

Cebi:Kahleni..She'smakingaconnectionwith

apeacefulspiritualbeingmaybewecandie

downthenoise



IlookedatNolitha..

Me:Please

Mom:Fine

Ilethergo..

Mom:Icouldbeatyouupholdingmelikethat,

AsiflikeI'm youragemate!Idon'tcareifyou

havemyfatherinlawinsideofyou

Me:I'm sorry

Senzowalkedinfrom outside..



Senzo:MrsM

Mom:Hibabyhowareyoudoing?

Senzo:I'm wellandyou?

Mom:I'm good

Me:I'llfetchtheblanket

QUEENLUTHANDO

Nqoba:Ndlovukazi

Me:Kholiwentintotheriver



Nqoba:Okay..Iseverythinggoingwell

Me:Idon'tknow..Idon'tthinkthesepeople

cameherefortherightreasons.Theirhealer,

Shegivesmeabadfeeling.TheQueen,She

lookstipsy.Theyseem nervoustoo

Nqoba:Ifthatistrue,ThenQondisiwewilldeal

withthem.Theriverprotectsitselfandthe

village

Me:Iguessso

Nqoba:I'llbehomesoon

Me:Okay..Iloveyou



Nqoba:Iloveyoutoo

KHOLISIWE

Istartedcoughing,Coughingoutwater.There

wasalsoastrongsmellofaherbburning.I

openedmyeyes.Nexttomewasfire,Ilooked

aroundandsawabeautifulwoman.Shelooked

older,Wearingablackoldcloak.Ilookedatmy

surroundingsandnoticedIwasinacave.I

freakedoutandgotup..

Me:Whoareyou?Wheream I?

Shewaseatingwhatlookedlikeanapple,ButI

don'tthinkitwasone..



Me:Wheream I?

Icoughedagain..

Her:Awukahle,Uzozeuzilimaze(Besteady

beforeyouenduphurtingyourself)

Me:Ngikuphi?(Wheream I)

Her:MinanginguNowisaigama,Indoni

yamanziyokuqala(Iam Nowisa,Thefirst

guardianofthewaters)

Me:Nowisa??I..Ngizwilengawe(Iheardabout

you)



Nowi:AwushoubekwayinilakudeneKhaya?

(Tellmewhatareyoudoinghere,Sofaraway

from Home)

Me:Ngi..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:NgizolandaumyokakaAker(I'm herefor

theAker)

Shedroppedthefruit..

Me:Yindaba?(What'swrong)

Sheloweredthehatofhercloak.Herrightside

ofthefacewasmessedup,Igasped.



Sheputthehatback..Shetookheroldthick

brenchthatsheusesasawalkingstickandgot

up..

Nowi:Kuzomeleuhambe(Youneedtoleave)

Shewalkedoutofthecave,Igotupand

followed...

Me:Wait..

Outsideofthecaveitwasmisty.Thetreesand

grasstherehaddied.Isawcrowlstoo.Oneflew

myway,Startedattackingme.Iscreamed.

Nowisachaseditoffwithherstick..



Shelaughedalittle..

Nowi:UsabakanjeuzomkhonayiniuAker(You

acoward,HowwillyouhandletheAker)

Me:Uphiyena?(Whereisshe)

Nowi:Yabonangala(Doyouseethere)

Adistancefrom us,Wasthewaterfall..

Nowi:Ngalekwamanzi,IzweloDalla.Aker

ubanjelwelapho(Behindthatwaterfall,Iswhere

theDallastays.Akerisheldthere)

Me:Kumelengiyekhona(Ihavetogothere)



Ilookedaround..

Me:Whereismycrystal?

Nowi:AwukahleNtombazana,Cabanga

abaphathibangalebazohlulwayitshenje?(Stop

playing.YouthinktheGuardianswillbestopped

byacrystal)

Me:LookIneedtogetthere,That'swhyIcame

herefor

Nowi:Weeehkusekudeekhaya(Youstillfar

from home)

Me:Kumelengifikengale(Ihavetogetthere)



Nowi:Ngikudonseemanziningaphambikokuthi

bakuthole,Ukusindisawena(Ipulledyouupand

outfrom thewatersbeforetheygottoyou,I

wassavingyourlife)

Me:Kuzomelengiwelengale(Ihavetocrossto

theotherside)

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Me:Ngiyacelakubalulekile(Please..It's

important)

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

3DAYSLATER

Cebi:ShouldItakethistothetable?

Me:Yesplease

Iwaspreparingbreakfastthatmorning,Senzo

wascomingover.Dadwasstillnotback,Mom

willbeleavingtothechurchshortlyafterthe

breakfast..



Iwasabletowalkagain,JustasQondisiwe

promisedbutIwashavingotherproblems.

Migraines,Dizzinessfrom timetotime.Her

presenceistooheavyandwearetryingto

spirituallyconnect,SomybeinghervesselI

needtobestrongspirituallytoo..

CebiandEllaarestillhelpingmetogettothat

point,Ijustwantthiswholethingtobeoverso

thatIcangetbacktomynormalself..

Cebi:AtwhattimewillSenzobehere?

Me:Hesaidaround8am

Cebi:It's7am,Westillhavetime



Ipickedupthecasseroledish,Ithadsausages

andtomatoslicesonit..

Cebi:AtleastEllaisgoingtoworklate,At11am

IfeltlightheadedasIwasholdingthedish,I

immediatelyputitdown..

Cebi:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm finejustfeelingabitlightheaded

Cebi:Comeyoushouldsitdown,I'llgetyoua

glassofwater

Iwentandsatdown.FeltmorelikeIwas

comingwithapanicattack,Ifelthottoo..My



temperaturewasrising.Iunbuttonedmyshirt,I

couldswearitwassuffocatingme..

Cebicamebackwiththeglassofwater..

Me:Thankyou

Cebi:Areyoufeelingokay?

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Idrankthewater..

Cebi:Trytoremaincalm,Rememberyouarein

charge.Yourbodyrespondswhenyourenergy

vibrationislow,Butyou'llgetahangofitsoon



Me:Ihopeso

KHOLISIWE

Iwasnervousaboutgoingintotheriver.

HearingthatImightnotcomeback,Ifthe

guardiansdon'tredeem measpurehearted,

Wasabitscary..Somandlakazigavemethe

smallbag,Iputitovermyshoulder..

Som:Remember..Insideisthecrystal,Andthe

jewellery

Me:Won'ttheKingandQueenstartasking

Questions?



Som:Theyfamiliarwithgiftstakentotheriver

toappeasetheGuardiansoftheriver

Me:Idon'twannadiefirstbeforegettinginto

therivershouldtheyfindout

Som:Youwon't..Plusit'sonlyuswomen.You,

Me,TheQueenandQueenLuthando.I'llbeable

toconvinceherotherwise

Me:Ihopeso

Som:Hereisthewhiteclothyou'llbewearing

Me:Thankyou

Som:Putitnow,Becausewe'llbeleavingina



fewminutes

TheQueenwalkedinholdingamug..

Queen:Isitallgoingwell?

Som:Wearealmostdone

Queen:Kholiareyouready?Thisiswhatwe

cameherefor

Me:I'm ready

Somandlakazistartedsniffing..

Som:Areyoudrinkingalcohol?



Queen:I'm notgoingintotheriveram I?Ijust

neededtotaketheedgeoffwithsomething

strong

Som:Walkadistancefrom QueenLuthando

please

Queen:Iam notdrunk,I'lltakeabreathmint

Som:Thisisaseriousendeavor,Andyoutaking

itlightly

Queen:I'm takingitlightly?IfIremember

correctlyIwasabouttopledgemyselftoo

Me:Canwenotfightplease?Wenothereto



fightamongsteachother.Weareherein

agreementtofightoffanenemy,Thatenemyis

Senzo.Ifwecan'tstandtogetherthenhe's

goingtodefeatus.Remember,Hehasastrong

alliancetoo

Queen:I'llstopatthisglass

Shegulpeditdown...

MTHUNZI

KingManqobawasshowingmecharitiesthat

theywerefundingmonthly.There'sonefor

Abusedwomenandchildren,Womenwhohave

nowheretogo.It'smorelikeashelter,Also

helpingthem getjusticeandpickthemselves

up..Iwasintriguedbyhowskilledtheywere.



Theshelterusestheirtalentsandskillstohelp

them makemoney.Oneisatailor,Onecooks,

Andtheothersdosomuchmoretootohelp

themselves..

Everymonththeygoandselloffinthebigtown..

Afewwereabletomakeenoughmoneyand

leavetheshelter..

Me:Thisisbeautiful

Nqoba:Thisisoneisspecificallyranby

Luthando.Shethoughtitwouldbeagoodidea

forwomentoempowerthemselves,Standon

theirownandmakesomethingforthemselves

withoutdependingonMenwhoabusethem

Me:Iam evenstartingtocopyhowthingsare



ranhere,Imightconsiderstartingthisatmy

village

Nqoba:Youshould

Iwasnervous.Kholiisgoingtotheriver,Wenot

allowedtobenearandIprayallthose3women

don'tmessupagoodplanthatwehave.It's3

ofthem,Andoneplan..

Nqoba:Shouldwegogetsomethingtoeat

beforeproceeding?

Me:Yesplease

Nqoba:Let'sgo



KHOLISIWE

QueenHlomukacamebackchewingamint

flavouredbubblegum..

Queen:Luthandohasjustarrived

Iclosedmyeyesandtookadeepbreath..

Som:Justrelax,It'sgoingtobeokay

Me:Tryrelaxingwhenyouabouttounleashthe

biggestwitch

Queen:Shhhh



Luthandograceduswithherpresence..

Luthando:Goodmorning

Wegreetedherback..

Luthando:Areyouready?

Me:Yes

Luthando:What'sthat?Inthebag?

Me:It'sacrystal,TogivebacktotheGuardians.

Leavesomethingtoshowthatweappreciate

them allowingustotheriver



Luthando:MayIseeit?

Me:Yes

Inervouslyopenedthebagandtookitout,Then

handedittoher..

Luthando:Rosequartz..Beautiful

Me:Thankyou

Shereturnedittome..

Luthando:Shallwe?

Me:Yesplease



Weallwalkedout.Outsidewereagroupof

youngservants,Theywerekneelingdownand

singingaswepassedthroughgoingtothecar.

Therewasapraisesinger,Chantingtheclan

names.Drumsbeating,IfIwasn'tdoing

somethingtricky.I'dappreciatethegesture..

TIERA

Senzo:IhopeI'm nottoolate

Me:Notatall,Thankyouforcoming

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Me:Everyoneisinthelivingroom already



seated

Senzo:Let'sgothen

Wewentandjoinedthem..

Senzo:Goodmorning

CebiandEllagreetedback..

Heopenedthechairforme,Isatdown.Hesat

downtoo..

Senzo:Smellsnice

Me:Itshouldtastenicetoo,Iwokeupearly



Cebi:Let'ssaygracetheneat..

Weheldhandstosaythegrace..

KHOLISIWE

Theriverwasnotfarfrom thelodge..Itwasa

10mindrive..

Lu:Ifyouleavetheroom atthelodgeatnight,

Standatthebackandlookedattheriverinthe

dark.You'llseeitglowing,Beautiful,And

magical

Me:Isawitnotlongago,Iwassurprised.It

seemeddifferent,Seemedalive



Lu:That'sbecausethere'slifeinsideofit,The

Guardiansprotectitandprotectthevillage

Me:Youhaveabeautifulvillagenolie

Lu:Thankyou..Nowrememberwhenyouget

inside,Ifyouarepureenoughyouwillseethe

guardians.Sometimestheyshowuplikeyou

andI,Sometimestheyshowuplikemermaids

beautifulones

Me:Isn'tthatscary?

Lu:No..Theyarepeacefulspiritualbeings,If

youarepureenoughtheworldunderneath

mightbecompletelydifferent.Likeaworld

you'veneverenteredbefore



Me:I..Suchthingsexist?

Lu:Suchthingsexist,Thespiritualworldis

morecomplicatedthanwhatweknow

Theystoppedthecars..

Me:Doesiteverdryout?Likecompletelydry

outanddie?

Lu:Wherethereislife..Nothingdies

Wegotoutofthecarandweweremetbyone

oftheServantgirls.ShehandedLuthandoa

whitecup.ShewentcloserIfollowedher.She

tookoutafewsilvercoinsfrom thecup,Not



ourcurrency.Theylookedoldandstarted

throwingthem intheriver.Shesaidtheclan

namesandthentoldthem Iwascominginfora

cleansing..

Ilookedback,Som andtheQueenwere

standingbythecar..

Lu:Iknowitseemsscary,Butdon'tbe.You

walkinsidedeeperanddeeper.Youwon't

drown,Ipromise..

Inodded..

Itookoutthecrystalsandthegoldjewellery..

Lu:Leavethejewellery,Wealsohaveatricky



oneNowisa

Igaveittoherthenheldthecrystal.Thesame

girlgaveherastick,AsIwalkedin.Shestarted

hittingthewaterandIproceeded..

TIERA

Me:Itdidn'thappenlikethat(Laughing)

Senzo:Itdid,Shethrewthecasseroledishand

ithitme

Me:He'sjustoverexaggerating

Weallcontinuedlaughing..



Cebi:GoonwiththestorySenzo,Itsounds

interesting

Senzocontinuedwiththestory..

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutatthatmoment

Iheardsomething.Theroom startedgetting

lightertomyeyes,Itwasdistorted.Iheard

someonecallingoutclannames,Thevoicesin

theroom soundedslow.Iwashearingthem in

slowmotion..

Igotupfrom thechairscared.Everyonelooked

atme,Theroom startedspinning.Ifeltlighter..

Senzogotupfrom hischair,Hedidn'tmakeitto

me.Icollapsedbeforehecouldreachme..



.
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CEBISILE

Ifeltsomeoneputtingtheirhandsonmy

shoulders,IturnedanditwasElla..

Ella:Stillnochange?

Me:Nochangeatall

Iwasstandingatthedoorway,LookingatTiera



sleepingbythefireplace..

Ella:Youshouldgetsomerest

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Ican'tdothat,Knowingwearefacedby

suchasituation

Ella:It'sbeenlongnow,Shouldn'tbecoming

back?

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningbutallI

knowshe'sstillsafe

Ella:Thankyouforbeinghere



Shekissedmeatthebackofmyneck..

Me:IhopeSenzowillgetthroughthenightand

hopingTitiwillbebackbytomorrow

Ella:Metoo

KHOLISIWE

Me:Nowisangiyakucela,Lokhukubalulekile

kimi(NowisaI'm beggingyou,Thisisvery

importanttome)

Sheturnedbackandmadeherwaytome.She

Loweredhercloaktoshowmehersideofthe

faceanymore..



Her:Ukuwelelakwamingale,Ngabuyanginje

(Crossingthewaterfall,Theseweretheresults)

Me:Ngiphetheilitshe(Ihaveacrystal)

Shelaughed...

Her:Ukubebekusebenzalokho,Ngabeufikelele

ngalekunokuthiufikela(Ifthecrystalwas

working,Youwould'vearrivedatthatsidethan

thisside)

Me:YiniengakaengayenzekaUmangiwelela

ngale?(What'stheworstthatcouldhappenifI

crosstotheotherside)



Her:Ukuyangale,Ngekeubuye.Kuyokusiza

ukuthiuvalelisilekobathandayongobangeke

baphindebakubone(Crossingover,Youwon't

comeback.Ihopeyouhavesaidyourgoodbyes

totheonesyoulove.Theymightnotseeyou

again)

Me:I'm willingtotakethatchance

Her:Asambe(Let'sgo)

MTHUNZI

Itwaslateatnight,Andwewerecuffed.

PresentedtotheKing...

Nqoba:Wewelcomedyouin,Becausewe



thoughtyouweresincere.Wewelcomedyouin,

Becauseweweresurethatyoucameherewith

theintentionsofbuildingaroyaltyfriendship

withus

Me:Thatistrue

Lu:Thatisanythingbutthetruth.YourPrincess

istheIndoniYamanziriver,She'sbeentherefor

thewholeday.It'snighttimenow,She'sstillnot

back.Thatcanonlymeanonething,Allofyou

cameherewithnotsogoodintentions

Queen:IfIcansaysomething.OurPrincessis

pure,Shewentintoyourriver.Theriverthatis

saidtobepureandmagical,Howdoweknow

thatweareatfault?Howdoweknowthatthe

riverisentirelywhatthevillagemakesitoutto

be?



Lu:Ourriverhasexistedforgenerations,Itonly

servesonethingandonethingonly.Toheal

andnothingmore,Wehaveneverhadthis

problem before

Queen:Sikhululenike,Sihambe(Releaseus,So

wecangobackhome)

Me:WenotleavingwithoutKholisiwe

Nqoba:Wenotsurethatshe'sgoingtocome

back,It'sbeenaday

Som:QueenLuthando,Yousaidthatthere's

anotherworldundertheriver.Isitpossiblethat

she'sthere?Hencethedelay?



Lu:Guardiansdon'tjustallowanyoneintheir

world,It'sasacredplace.Onlythetrulypure

heartedcanenter

Me:Coulditpossibleshe'sunderthere?

Theylookedateachother..

Nqoba:YouwillgotoprisonuntilthePrincess

comesback,I'm givingher3days.Ifshe'snot

backbythen,Youwillleavemenochoicebutto

sentenceyoutodeath.Fortreason

HelookedattheGuards..

Nqoba:Takethem away



Theycametotakeustotheprison..

KHOLISIWE

Nowi:Olwamiuhamboluphelelala(Myjourney

endshere)

Shewasholdingthecrystal..

Nowi:Lokhusekuzobayisiphosami(Thiswill

bemygift)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Nowi:Uzodlulaemaphakathini,Uzowelela



phantsiemanzini.Abaphathibamanzingale,

Bazoxhumananawe(Youwillpassthroughthe

waterfall,You'llfallintotheotherpartofthe

river.TheGuardianstherewillmeetyou)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Shelookedatthecrystal..

Nowi:Haikengikufiselainhlanhla(Iwishyouall

thebest)

Inodded..

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Iwalkedthroughthewaterfallandfellright



deepintotheriver,Atthebottom..

MTHUNZI

Me:Thiswasabadideafrom thestart,Trusting

Somandlakazi..WhatwasIthinking?

Som:Ididnothingwrong

Me:Youcouldn'tseethis?

Som:Weallknewabouttherisks

Queen:Som isright,Wedidknowaboutthe

risks



Me:IfKholiisdead,Whatam Igoingtotellher

Father?

Som:Wejustneedtobelievethatshe'sokay

whereversheis

Me:Thisisturningoutbad

Queen:Ididnotthinkofitthisway,Ithoughtwe

haditinthebag

KHOLISIWE

Icouldn'tbreathunderwater,ButIcouldopen

myeyes.Thiswaterwasmorelighterandmore

clear,Thewaterswereclean..



ItriedswimminguptothesurfaceIcouldn't,

Thoughthewaterwaslightbutdefinitelynot

weak..

AsIwasfightingthrough,Isawwhatlooked

liketwomermaidsswimmingtowardsme..

Isankdowndeepertothebottom oftheriveras

theyswam tome..

CEBISILE

EllaandIweresleepingonthecouch,Guarding

Tiera..

Iheardhermumblingsomething..



Iwokeup,Shewastossingandturningonthe

floor..

Me:Titi?

Igotoutofthecouchandwenttoher,Iknelt

nexttoher.Itookthewettowelandplacediton

herforehead..

Me:Shhhh..It'sokay

Shecalmeddown..

Me:It'sokay..It'sgoingtobeokaySisi

KHOLISIWE



Theairherefeltdifferent..Iopenedmyeyes

andthefirstthingIsawweretwobeautiful

faces..

Theywerelookingatme..

Ifreakedout.Iroseupandlookedaround,Iwas

layingonagreengrass.Beautifulgreengrass..

Ilookedatthem again,Theirhairwaswet..

Me:Theriver??How??Areyouguysthe

mermaids?NingoMamlambo?

Theydidn'tsayanything..



Me:Ngikuphi?(Wheream I)

Theystilldidn'tsayanything..

Igotupfrom thegrass.Ilookedaround,This

placewasbeautiful.Itwasverybeautiful..

Theyalsostooduptotheirfeet..

Me:Be..BengicelaningiboniseukuthiuAker

ungakuphi,Uvalelwekuphi?(MayIpleaseask

wheretheAkerisbeingkept)

Theylookedateachother..

Me:Youguysdon'tsaymuchdoyou?



Istartedwalkingaway..

Voice:Ubekwayiniezwenilami?(Whatareyou

doinginmyworld)

Iturnedaround,ItwasQondisiwe.Irecognize

herfrom thepicture..

Shehadafewotherswithherapartfrom the

two..

Istoodthereandlookedather..

Shemadeherwaytomeastheothersbowed

downforher..



Me:Qondisiwe

Qondi:Kholisiwe..Ukudenekhaya(Youarefrom

home)

Me:Ngiyathokozaukukubona(I'm happytosee

you)

Qondi:Ubekwayiningala(Whyareyouhere)

Me:Ngizo..(Iam heretoo..)

Qondi:Ungangiqambeliamanga(Don'tlietome)

Me:BengizocelauAker(I'm hereaskingforthe

Aker'sspirit)



Qondi:Mbambeni(Siezeher)

Theycametorestrainme..

.
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MTHUNZI

Ihaveneverinmylife,BothasaPrinceanda

Kingbeendegradedtosuchcircumstances..

Beingdetainedinaprison.



Itwasbelowmylevel,Spittingonmythroneand

robbedmeoffmydignity..

Weweren'tinyourusualprison,Wewere

detainedatwhatisconsideredabasementof

theroyalhouse.Therewereguardsbyourcell,

Coldfloorwithaflewblanketstokeepwarm..

Earlythatmorning,Wewerebroughtfood,Our

legswerechained.Notboth,Onelegeach..

Queen:Ihaveneverbeensohumiliatedinmy

wholeentirelifebefore!IftheKingandhis

Queenvisitedourvillagetheywouldn'tbe

subjectedtosuchaharshtreatment,Despite

theirreasonofvisiting

Som:Thishonestly,Wasabitharshand



uncalledfor

Isighed...

Me:Kholineedstocomebackordie,Sowecan

alldie

Queen:Speakinglikeyou'vealreadylosthope?

Me:Ihave..Noonecansurvivebeing

underwaterforthiswhole,It's2daysnow

Queen:Puttingustodeathwouldbedramatic,

IfKholiisdeadwhynotreleaseusthen?

Me:Becausewechargedwithtreason



Queen:How?That'sfarfetched

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter,TheKingpassedthelaw

andit'sthat.Wedon'tevenhavealliances,The

onlyalliancewehadhatesme.Kholo'sFather

Queen:Ihonestlycannotacceptthisasmyfate

Me:Youbetterdo

ELLA

IwasinTiti'sroom.Goingthroughhermeds.

Todayit'sday2,Withouthertakingher

medication.Idon'tknowhowthisisgoingto

affectherhealth,Butsheneedstocomeback.



Needstotakehermedication.

There'snothingpainfullikenotbeingableto

help,Allwecangoismakehercomfortable..

Boss:Doyouneedmoredays?

Me:I'm nottoosure

Boss:Ifyouneedmoredays,EmailmesoIcan

Emailyoutheleaveforms

Me:Iwill

Boss:IhopeyourSisterwillpullthrough



Me:Thankyou

Ihungup...

KHOLISIWE

Qondisiwe'sworldwasbeautiful,Morebeautiful

comparedtoNowisa'aandours.Itwas

peaceful,Magicalandbreathtakingtobein

suchapresence.Inherworld,Thewasariver

toowithawaterfall.Notasbigastheotherone,

Hersthewaterwasmagical.Reflectingblue,

Pinkandpurple.

TheotherGuardianswouldgoin,Whentheygo

intheyturnintobeautifulmermaids.Someof

them weresittingontherocks.Ilookedaround

andIevenforgotIwasrestrained,Untilthe



branchestightenedthegrip.Iwasrestrainedin

oneofthetrees,Thebranchesheldmetight..

Shecamecloser..

Qondi:OkayIheardyourrequest

Me:YoucanspeakEnglish?

Qondi:IspeakeverylanguageknowntoMen

Me:Ididn'tcomeheretodisrespectnorfight,I

apologize

Qondi:Iwillgrantyouyourrequest



Me:Youwill?

Qondi:Iwill

Me:Sosimple?

Qondi:Thereisacondition

Me:Okay

OneoftheGuardiansgaveherasmallbottle..

Qondi:ThisbottlewilltrapinsidetheAker,Once

herspiritisinside.Youwillsafelyleavewithit

Me:But?



Qondi:Youseethatcave,That'ssealedand

protectedbyancientwriting?

Ilookedatit..

Me:Yes

Qondi:Youwillgoinandgetheryourself,When

youhavesuccessfullymadehergetintothis

bottlethenyoucanleave.Ifnot,Wewillsealthe

caveagainandyou'llnevergetout.Meaningby

tomorrowmorning,Shehastobeinsidethis

smallbottle.Ifnot,Wesealingyouinthere

forever

Ilookedatthebottleandswallowed..



Me:OkayI'lldoit

Shegavemeaweirdlook..

Qondi:Doyouunderstandwhatyoudoing?

What'sgoingon?

Me:Iam willtotry

Qondi:Ifyougetinthereandsuccessfullyget

her,She'sgoingtoneedavessel.Youaregoing

tobeavessel,AslongasshewalkstheearthI

willwalktoo.MeaningI'llcomeafteryou

Me:It'snotyourfight



Qondi:Itis,Myjobistokeepherinthatcave

Shewalkedcloser..

Qondi:AndIneverlose

SheturnedandlookedattheGuardians,Two

cameandthetreeletmeloose.Ifell..

MTHUNZI

Me:Maybeweshould'veletSenzotakethe

throne,Maybethisfightwasn'tworthit.Maybe

ancestorswanthim torunthevillage

Queen:Let'snotgethasty..Wecanstillfight,

WithorwithoutKholi



Som:TheQueenisright,We'vecometofarto

giveupnow

Me:I'dratherlosethethronethanmylife,It

wasn'tmeanttobe

Queen:Getyourheadstraight,Getyourhead

together!YouareaKingforGoodnesssake!

Thinklikeone!!

Som gotupandtriedtogotothebars,Butthe

chairrestrainedher..

KHOLISIWE

Itookthebottlefrom her,Andthey



accompaniedmetothecave..

Qondisiwewasleading..

Wewalkeduntilwegotthere,Shewentcloser

tothestonethatsealedthecave..

Shestoodthere,Broughtbothherhands

togetheragainstherchestlikeshewaspraying.

Sheclosedhereyes,LookedupandIsaw

cloudsclearingfrom aspecificarea.Abright

lightcamedownandstartedshiningonher,So

brightIhadtoclosemyeyesandopenthem..I

movedbackalittle,Andsawherlavitating.As

shedid,Sheturnedfrom whatIsawher,To

wearingverybrightwhiteclothes.Abrightwhite

dress.



Shecamedownagaintotheground,Thelight

disappeared.Shewasstillinthatstateholding

agoldsword.TheotherGuardiansfelldownto

theirknees.Ineedhelp,Ididn'twannaseem

disrespectfulIbowedtooatherpresence..

Sheraisedupthesword,Strucktherockand

thegroundcrumbledastherockshifted..

AllIcouldseewasdarkness,Atunnelof

darkness..

Shelookedatme,Igotuptomyfeetand

walkeduptoher..

Qondi:Youcangoin



Me:Thankyou

Itookadeepbreathandmademywayin,I

stoppedattheentranceofthecave..

Qondi:Abitfurther

Iwentin..

Sheletgoofthesword,Itlavitatedtoo.Itwas

situatedattheentrance.Rotating.Theydidn't

havetoexplaintometwicethattheswordwas

meanttoprotectthem..

Iturnedbackandmademywayfurtherin,

Scaredandnotknowingwhatawaitedme..



CEBISILE

Somethingextraordinaryhappened.BeforeTiti

wokeup,Shefirstlavitatedandthencameback

downtowhereshewasresting.Thenshewoke

up,Wokepanting,Scaredandtrembling..

Me:Ella!!Ella!!

Iwenttoher,Shehuggedmetight..

Titi:Isawit..TheCave..Isawit..ItwaslikeI

wasthere!!

Me:Ella..Ma!!

Titi:Isawit!!



Me:It'sokay..It'sokay

SENZO

Me:Weliveithere?

Mom:Yes

Me:Isitgoingtowork?

Mom:I'm notsurebutit'sworthatry

Wewereatthebackyard.Bythegarden,There

wasasmalltree.Weweretryingtotalktomy

Dadandhisancestorsthere..



Wenotevensurehowthissacredprocessis

doneaccordingtotheHlomukaculturebutit

wasworthatry..

Myphonevibratedinmypocket..

Ma:Youseriouslyhadyourphoneallthetime?

Asweweredoingthis?

Me:Itdidn'tdisturbus

Itookitout.Itwasamessagefrom Ellaletting

meknowTitiwokeup.Theyweretakingherto

thehospital.Ismiled..

Me:Mom..I'm coming



Mom:Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Me:I'llbebacklater,I'm takingthecarwith

.
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QONDISIWE

Ilookedattheswordandtheopencave.Oneof

theguardianscametome,Nokuthula..Shewas



the3rdIndoniyamanzi,Wedon'tage.Except

forNowisa,ThefirstIndoniyamanziwhodidn't

dothingsaccordingly.Shesufferedthatfate,

Sheaged.Agedandstayedinthatage..

Noks:Umucabangauzobuya?(Doyouthink

she'llcomeback?)

Ihadtransitionedfrom theDallatoQondisiwe..

Me:UyobaUmawenzaintouzimisele,Ikhona

imiphumela(Whenyoudosomethingandyou

dedicated,There'salwaysresults)

Noks:Ukuzimiselaentwenienje?(Being

dedicatedtosomethinglikethis)



Me:Wellunfortunatelythat'showlifeis.Ifonly

peoplecouldbethisdedicatedandstrivefor

goodthey'llbeveryfarinlife

Noks:KodwauzomtholayenauAker?(Willshe

gettheAker)

Me:Goingintothatcave,It'lltestheremotional

andmentalstrength.Ifshemakesit,Shewon't

comebackthesamepersonanymore

Noks:KubiweNdoni(It'sbad)

TIERA

Dr:Everythingseemstobefine



Ellaandthem forcedthatIshouldgotothe

hospital,SotheDrcancheckifI'm okay.Ihave

beenoutforaday,Theyjustwantedtoseeif

myvitalsarewell..

Mom:She'sgoingtobeokay?

Dr:She'sgoingtobefine

Me:WillIbeabletogohome?

Ella:Canyoukeepherovernightformore

observation?

Cebi:Ella

Ella:Weneedtomakesureshe's100%okay



Me:fillupthebedformoresickpeople?

Dr:Idon'tseewhyweshouldkeepherhere,If

somethinghappensshecanbebroughtback.

Pleasedon'teverskipyourmeds

Ella:Sowhencanwegetbackherresults?

Dr:2dayslater

Ella:That'sbetter

Senzowalkedin..

Me:Baby



Hecameandhuggedme..

Senzo:Areyouokay?Iseverythingokay?

Me:I'm fine..Wejustcameforacheckupand

theIV

Senzo:Isee

Ella:Socanwetakeherhome?

Dr:Yes

Me:ThankyouDoc



Mom:ThankyouforeverythingDoc

Henoddedalittleandwalkedout..

Mom:Ithinkweshouldgohomeandhave

dinnertogether,Trytoforgetabouteverything

that'shappened.Havedinnerasafamily

Ella:Ivouchtothat

Mymom lookedatme..

Mom:Youbackright?Fullyback?

Me:Yes...



IlookedatCebi..

Cebi:She'sback

Mom:Great!!Let'sgohome

MTHUNZI

TheKingcamedowntoseeus,Theyopenedfor

him.Hewalkedin..

King:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Welookedathim..

King:Iam heretohearyou,Hearthetruththis



timearound.Whatbroughtyouhereintomy

village?

Me:Likewetoldyou,Weheretomakealliances

andtoseethebeautyofyourvillage.Friendship

royalty

King:YoutellingmewhatIneedtohear,Notthe

truth

Me:Wetellingyouthetruth

King:Whatdoyouwantwithourriver?

Queen:Haveyounoshame?PrisoningaQueen?

Awoman?Howdoesthatreflectonyour

parents?Don'tyouhaveamother?



King:Mymotherdied,Shewasdefeated.She

waspossessedbyadiplomaticwitch,Thespirit

ofSomandlakazi

IlookedatSomandlakazi..

King:I'llcomebackagain

Hewalkedout,Theylockedthebars..

Me:Somandlakazidoyouhavesomethingto

tellus?

Som:Itwasn'tme,Itwastheotheronebefore

me



Queen:It'sawitchancestralthing?

Som:Sortof

Queen:Wait..It'shereditary?

Som:It'sinheritedbythefemaleswhohaveour

blood

Me:Areyoufuckenkiddingme?Mysisteris

datingyourSon!

Queen:Isitthereasonwhytheyrelocated?Is

Amahlepregnant?

Som:Wehavemoreimportantthingstoworry

about,Likegettingoutofhere,Likewhywe



here??Canwegobacktothat?

KHOLISIWE

Iwalkedthroughthetunnel,Darkasitwas.

Trippingoverrocksthatwerethere..

Iwaswalkingbarefooted,AllIhadwithmewas

nothingbutthatbottle..

IwalkeduntilIstumbleduponalittlebitoflight.

Astickburningbyapond.Itwasquiet.

Me:Hello?

Myvoiceechoed..



Me:Hello??

Iheardsomethinggroaningandgrumblinglike

ananimal.Itscaredme,Scaredmealot.Tothe

pointofpeeing..

Me:I..Igamalam..MynameisKholi,MayI

pleasetalktoAker??

Itwasquiet..

Me:Hello??

Iheardthenoisesagain..



Me:Iam heretofreeyou

Thosewordsinterestedher..

BeforeIcouldseeherwithmynakedeye,She

madesurethatherpresenceisfelt.Ifeltatight

griparoundmyneck,Liftedmeandpinnedme

againstoneoftherocks..

Isawherstandingfrom afar,Withherhand

raisedupatme.Ievendroppedthebottle.I

couldn'tfightoffhergrip,Asiflikethatwasn't

badenough.Isawablackcobracrawlingmy

way.Itraisedit'sheadundermyfeetandstruck

me,Struckmyleftfoot.Icouldn'tevenscream.

Idon'tknowwhatwasworse,Herchokingme

orthebitefrom thecobra..

.
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TIERA

MyMom didn'twantmetogoanywherenear

thepots.EveryonewastreatingmeasiflikeI

wasaneggthatwasabouttobreak.

Theywantedmetorest,IfIgooutofthe

bedroom someonewillstandupandcometo

myaid.HonestlyIwasstilltired,Andabitweak

toargue..



Iheardaknock..

Cebi:It'smeSisi..Ngingakhonaukungena?

(MayIpleasecomein)

Me:Yes

Shewalkedin..

Me:Pleasedon'ttellmeyou'vebroughtareport

oracommand

Cebi:No,But..Youdoneedtobeinbed

Iwasatthedressingtablecheckingallthe



medsIgot,Includingmytreatment..

Me:Thereitis

Cebi:Whathappened?Doyourememberwhat

happened?

Me:Unfortunatelyyes..Allthegoodandthebad,

Ijustcouldn'tseetheAker

Cebi:What'sthebad?

Me:CebiitfeltlikeIwasthere,Underthewater.

No,ActuallyIwasthere.Isawthebeautyofthe

waters,TheGuardians.Theirworldisbeautiful.

Eventhefruitsfrom theirtrees,Juicyandfresh.

Youwon'tgetenough



Cebi:That'sbeautiful..Didtheyseeyou?

Me:No..Theydidn't

Cebi:What'sthebadnews?

Me:IsawKholi,She'sgoneintothecave.Gone

tofreetheAker

Cebi:IfonlyKholiknewwhatshewasgetting

herselfinto

Me:Ineverknewthatgreedcoulddriveoneinto

such



ShecameandheldmyARVs..

Cebi:WhenyouaccommodatetheDallainto

yourbody,Youcanaskherforsomethingin

return.That'sifandwhenyouguyswinthefight

Me:Askhersomething?

Cebi:Youcanaskhertotakeawayyour

sickness,Healyou

Me:Aren'twegettingaheadofourselves?I'm

hivpositive,It'samedicalsickness

Cebi:Qondisiweispure,Sheislight,Shewas

heal.Shecantakeitawayandyoucanhavea

lifethatyou'vealwaysdreamtof.Ahusband



andkids

Me:Cebidon'tgetmyhopesupfornothing

Cebi:It'llbeyourrewardforfightingagainstthe

greatevil

Iwentandsatdownonthebed..

Cebi:Ipromise

Iputmyhandsonmymouth,Ifeltlikecrying.I

couldn'tbelievewhatCebiwastellingme.If

she'sright,ThenIcouldhaveanormallife..

Cebi:TouchedbyanAngel



Me:TouchedbyanAngelindeed

KHOLISIWE

Sheletgoofme,AndIfellontheground.My

legwasaching,Icouldfeelthepoisonmoving

upmyleg.Icouchedandthensentoutthe

loudestscream..

Shemadeherwaytome,Sheformedafireball

withherhandthatprovidedlight..

Sheglanceddownatme,Nowthattherewas

light.Icouldseeitmovinginmyleg.

Aker:Ifitgetstoyourheart,Yourheartwillstop



andyou'lldie.Whenyoudie,I'm goingtofeed

youtomykidsandeatyoutoo.It'sbeenawhile

sincewehadflesh

Me:Iam tellingthetruth!!I'vetraveledveryfar

tofreeyou!!

Aker:Ameremortalhumanbeingsuchasyou,

Freeingagreatwitchlikeme??

Me:Qondisiwegavemealittlebottle,Toput

yourspiritinsoIcantakeyououtfrom this

cave.Itfell

Shelookedaroundandsawit.Shekneltdown

nexttome..



Aker:Holdstill

Shesuckedoffthepoisonfrom myleg,Spatit

out.Shesuckedagain,Suckedoutsomeofmy

blood.Icontinuedscreaming..

Shestopped..

Aker:Ihavestoppeditfrom progressingfurther

butifyoudon'tseektheuselesswestern

treatmentin3days.Yourlegwillrotandbecut

off

Me:Bythen..Wewillbeoutofherewon'twe?

Aker:Whyareyoudoingthis?



Me:Iam tryingtosaveakingdom thatbelongs

tomyfiancé

Aker:Idon'tbelievethis..Youpossiblycannot

travelfrom farawaytohelpaman

Me:IfIdon't,He'lllosehisthronetohisbrother

whoistherightfulking

Aker:Letmecheck

Sheplacedherhandonmychest,Itpenatrated

through.Thatwas3timesmorepainful..

Shetookitout..

Aker:Youslydirtyshedevil!!Youaredoingthis



soyoucouldbecrownedaQueen,Thenkill

Mthunziandsucceedhim.Youdoingthisfor

yourselfbecauseifhisBrothertakesthethrone,

Youwon'tbecrowned.Titiwillbe,Shewill

inheritwhatyoudesperatelywantbecause

Senzowillneverfallforyou.Yourfamilyhas

alreadydisownedyou,Sonowyouhavenothing.

YouknowMthunziisonlyusingyou,Sonow

youwannausehim foryourownadvantageand

tobeaQueenofthevillage.Whowould've

thought

Iwasgettingweakfrom bleedingandthepain..

Me:So..Willyou??Willyouhelpme?

Aker:No..We'llbehelpingeachother



Me:Thankyou

Iclosedmyeyes...

MTHUNZI

Thebarsopened,QueenLuthandowalkedin..

Shelookedatus..

Luthando:Iwillnowshowyoumercy,Iwilllet

yougoandleavemyvillagetoneverreturn

Queen:Youknowwhatthat'sthebestdecision

you'vemade,AndtrustmeIwillneverforget

this.Neverforgetthetreatmentyou'vegivenus



Som:Thankyouforyourkindheart

Me:No

Luthando:Nowhatexactly?

Me:Iam notleavingherewithoutKholi

Luthando:She'sgone

Me:Iam notleavingwithouther,Wearenot

leavingwithouther!

Sheturnedbackandwalkedout..



Queen:Great..Nowwegoingtodie

Theylockedusin..

.

Tobecontinued
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TIERA

ItwaslateatnightwhenIwaswalkingSenzoto

hiscar..

Heseemedoff,HetriedtoplayitcoolbutI

couldseethathewasn'thimself.Itoldhim



aboutwhatCebisaid,Hedownplayedit.Imean,

It'saverybigthing.Abigdealformeandour

relationship..

Me:Areyouokay?Pleasedon'tlie

Senzo:Thisistoomuchforme,YesIam a

believerinspiritualitybutI'veneverexperienced

somethingsobrutallikethis

Me:Iknow..Sometimespeoplegotoextreme

lengthstogetwhattheywant,Evenifitmeans

sellingtheirsoul

Senzo:Howandwhyareyougoingthrough

suchextremelengthsforsomethingthatisnot

yours,Somethingthatdoesn'tbelongtoyou?



Me:Greed

Senzo:Ineverreallyobsessedaboutthethrone,

Atleastnottodosomethinglikethis

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay

Senzo:Hecankeepitifhewantsit,Justfucken

leaveusinpeace

Me:Theproblem isthatyourancestorswant

youinthatthrone,Mthunziwon'tenjoyruling

andyou'llforeverbehisenemyuntilhe,Himself

purposesinhishearttoletgo

Senzo:We'llsee



Me:I'm sorryyougoingthroughthis,It'snot

fair..It'llbeokay

Hegavemeabigandtighthug..

KHOLISIWE

Shestoodoverme,Thefireballstillprovidedus

withlightinthatdarkcave..

Aker:Drinkthis

Me:Drinkwhat?

Iwasstilldisoriented..



Aker:It'llhelpyougainabitofstrength,You

needtogetouthere.Ifnot,You'llbestuckin

hereforeverwithme

Me:Whatisit?

Aker:It'sapotion

Me:Whatkind?

Aker:Anancientremedyhealingspell..Look,If

wegonnabeworkingtogether.Therehastobe

abitoftrust

Me:Whatareyourterms?

Aker:Justdrink



Itookthecanfrom heranddrank.Ittasted

bitter...

Aker:You'llsleepbetter,Bytomorrowmorning

I'llbeinthatbottle

Me:HowdoIknowthatyouwon'ttrickme?

Aker:Youdon'tknow

Ilaidback...

TIERA

Iwasdrinkingteaandreadingthebookof



spells,RatheraboutAker.Whosheis,Orwhat

sheis..

Ellawasatwork,Cebiwasstillsleepingandmy

Mom hadjustleft..

Cebiwalkedin..

Cebi:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Iclosedthebook..

Shesatdown..



Cebi:Howdidyousleep?

Me:Isleptgood..Novisions,Nodreams,

Nothing..Justapeacefulsleep

Cebi:That'sgood

Me:Howdidyousleep?

Cebi:Isleptgood,Justfeelingtiredthat'sall

Me:Areyousick?

Cebi:No..I'm fine,Justtiredthat'sall.Alothas

beenhappening



Me:Iknow..Thankyouforbeinghere,Helping

usandeverything

Cebi:It'sokay,GladIcouldhelp

KHOLISIWE

Ilimpedmywaytotheopeningofthecave.I

washoldingthebottle.IhopeAkerisnot

trickingme,Thoughwhatevershegavemelast

nighthelped.Iwasn't100%okay,ButIwas

okay..

Istoodthere,Ontheothersideofthesword

wasQondisiweandhersquadalreadywaiting

forme..



Theswordfell..

Ilimpedtothem.Onmyfoot,Shehadrolledup

apieceofhercloaktocoverthewound..

Qondi:Justintime,Iwasreadytoclosethe

cave

Me:Ihaveher,IhavetheAker

Qondi:Letmesee

Ihandedherthebottle,Shelookedatit.The

moreshelookedatit,Iheardathunder.

Me:Areyousupposedtoholdit?Imeanit'sevil



Qondi:She'sinthere

Shehandedmebackthebottle..

Me:MayIleavenow?

Qondi:Yes..Youcompletedthequestandwon

Me:Thankyou

Qondi:Kholisiwe

Me:Yes?

Qondi:Aslongasshe'sstillinyourcare,I'llbe



comingafteryou

Me:Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherway

ShelookedattheotherGuardians,Theywalked

uptome.Probablygonnashowmetheway

home..

MTHUNZI

Queen:Ourkingdom isprobablydyingrightnow,

Allbecausewearehere!There'snoleader,No

guidance

Som:I'm surebynowtheroyalguardsareready

toheadoutandplanasearchpartytofindus



Queen:Ornot,Theyknowwehere.Theyknow

wecamehere,Theymustthinkwestillvisiting

andnoissues

Som:That'sthedownpartofitall

Queen:I'm gettingsickandtiredofthis

Mymindwasfarawayfrom what'shappening

here..

TIERA

Iwasinmyroom,Gettingreadytogooutwhen

Qondisiweshowedup..

Qondi:Titi



Iturnedandlookedather,Shewasn'tdripping

wetthistimearound..

Qondi:It'stime

Ikeptquietforawhile..

Qondi:Didyouhearme?

Me:Ineedonethingfrom you

Qondi:Whatisit?

Me:I'm sick



Qondi:Iknow

Me:Canyouhealme?

Qondi:Yes..Mypurenesswilltakeawayyour

sickness

Cebiwasright..

Qondi:Tomorrowmorningyoumustsetoutto

myvillage..Here

Shegavemeabraceletmadeoutofbeads.

Qondi:ShowthistoLuthandoandManqoba



Itookit....

Qondi:I'llseeyouthen

.

Tobecontinued
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MTHUNZI

Iwastiredphysically.Wewereonlyservedfood,

Givenaccesstothebathroom butneverto

bath..Youcan'tevenbewellrested,It'snota

goodplacetogetrest.



Whereweweremeanttogetourlunch,The

Guardsshowedupwithoutourfood.Opened

thebarsandlookedatus..

Guard1:TheKingrequestsyourpresence

Welookedateachother,Hegavetheother

onesanod.Theycametounchainus,Totake

ustothePalace..

Queen:Isthisthepartwherehehangsus?

Me:Hecan'tdothat

Queen:Werefusedtoleave,Yourefusedto

leave!YouwantedustostayforKholisiwe

someonewhodoesn'tmattertousatall



Me:Sheriskedherlifeforus

Queen:Idon'tcare..Getusedtothefactthata

lotofpeoplearegoingsacrificetheirlivesfor

us.Weareroyaltyafterall

Me:EitherwayMa..Kholiriskedherlifeforus,

Andweshouldbemoreworriedabouther

fathercomingforusthanthisvillagekillingus!!

CEBISILE

HelpingTitikeptmymindfrom thinkingalot,

Thinkingaboutmyshittylifeandsituation.This

familyhasbeennothingbutgoodtome,Butat

theendofthedaywhereismylifeheaded?If

EllaandIcanbedone,WherewillIgo?Idon't



haveahome.Idon'thaveanyone..Myheartis

stillheavy,It'sstillbleeding.Iam abletohelp

thesepeoplebutIcan'thelpmyself..

Ella:Whereisyourmindat?

Ihadmetupwithher,Itwasherlunchbreak.

Me:I'm thinkingaboutusaccompanyingTiti

tomorrowtotheZikhalivillage.It'sabigand

seriousquest,Areweready?

Ella:No..It'sanythingbutthat,Youhaven'teven

touchedyourfood

Me:Youknowlifeissurprising.Iwastheone

violated,Iwastheonedonewrongbut..The



personwhodidmewrongcontinueswithhis

life,I'm leftwithnothingbutpain

Ella:It'sunfairwhat'shappeningtoyou.

Unfortunatelywecannotchangepeopleand

makethem howwewantthem tobe

Me:Lookatyou,Youhaveaperfectfamily

Ella:Itlooksthatway,Buttrustme.We'vebeen

throughalottoo.There'snosuchthingasa

perfectfamily,Justbecauseweseem happy

thatdon'tmeanwedon'tgothroughshit

Me:Idon'tevenhaveafamily

Ella:Youdo..Youjusthaven'tvisitedthem



Me:I'm suremysisterhastoldthem,Idon't

thinkthey'dwantmetoevenstepfootthere

Ella:You'dbesurprised

Me:Trustme,Idon'tthinkthey'llwelcomeme

Ella:We'llsee..Weshouldgo

Me:Ella

Ella:Letthem spitinyourfacethanyou

assumingtheywill

KHOLISIWE



Ididmakeitoutoftheriver,ImmediatelywhenI

did.TheGuardssiezedmeandtookmestraight

tothePalace..

IwassittingdowninthepresenceoftheKing

andQueen.Ididn'tevenknowMthunziand

them werebeingheldhostage.

Theybroughtthem in,Andtheywereall

surprisedtoseeme.Mthunzicameandsat

nexttome,Hehuggedme..

Mthunzi:Areyouokay?Iwassoworried

Heplacedbothhishandsonmycheeksand

kissedme..



Mthunzi:I'm gladtoseethatyouareokay

IlookedattheKing..

Me:Itwasadifficultjourneyunderwater,ButI

madeitout

Ishowedthem thebottle..

Me:Ievengotthisfrom Qondisiweherself

Lu:YousawQondisiwe?

Me:Notonlyherbutevenhertrueself.The

Dalla



Theylookedateachother..

Mthunzi:Ithinkyouhaveyouranswer,Wecame

hereforwhatwesaidwecameherefor

Nqoba:Thewound..Whathappened?

Iglancedatmyfoot..

Me:IalsodidhaveanencounterwithNowisa,I

hadtofightthroughandunfortunatelyIalmost

lostmylife.Idon'tthinkIneedtotellonhow

sheis

Itwassilentforawhile..



Lu:Ithinkme,myhusband,andourvillage..We

dooweyouanapology

Mthunzi:Idon'tthinkthat'sappropriatenor

necessaryanymore.Notafterhowwewere

treated

Queen:Ifitpleasesyou,Wewouldliketobath

andleaveimmediately

Nqoba:Youdidgiveuseveryreasonnottotrust

you

Me:Iam tired,Weak,Andneedmedical

assistance.Iwannagohome

Lu:Yesyoumaygohome



Mthunzihelpedmeup..

Lu:Pleaseleaveatleastafteryou'veeatenand

bathe

Mthunzi:Isitfine?

Me:Yes

Luthandolookedatoneoftheservants..

Lu:Escortthem totheirroomsplease

Mthunzihelpedmetogetup...



TIERA

IwasatSenzo'splace..Thokowasmorenicer

thanIexpectedhertobe..

Thoko:I'm sorryTiti..Iam sosorrythatyou

goingthroughthisbecauseofmySon

Me:It'snotanyone'sfault.Mthunziisdoing

whatIexpectedhim todo

Thoko:Soyouthinkthevillagewillhelp?

Wedidn'tgetintomuchdetailsaboutthe

situation..

Me:Yes



Thoko:Senzo?

Senzoheldmyhand..

Senzo:Ithinkso

Thoko:OkayIthinkweneedtopraymore

hardertoday

Me:Wewill

Thoko:Ijustneedallofthistobeoveralready

Me:Itwillbe



KHOLISIWE

Isatdownonthebedastheylookedatme..

Som:Didyou..??

Ilookedatherandnodded.Ihandedherthe

bottle..

Me:She'sinthere,We'llreleaseheratthe

village

Shetookthebottle..

Som:Magnificent..Thisisbeautiful



Queen:Howwastheexperience?

Me:Traumatizing

Queen:I'm sosorrythatyouwentthroughthat

Mthunziwascheckingmyfoot..

Mthunzi:It'snotbleedingbutyoudoneed

medicalhelp

Me:Let'sbathandgohome,Iwannagetaway

from here

Mthunzi:Yesofcourse



Me:Som..Thebottleplease

Shereluctantlyhandeditbacktome..

Som:Youdon'tknowhowfortunateyouareto

havebeeninthepresenceofsuchagreatwitch

Me:I'm goingtobath

Idon'tevenwantustosleepandleave

tomorrow.IwentthroughhellgettingtheAker,

I'm notgoingtoletthisprocessflop.

Mthunzi:I'llrunyouabath

.

Tobecontinued
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KHOLISIWE

Ithoughtthatdrivingbackhome,Beingaway

from theZikhalivillagewouldhelpbringme

backmentally.Whenwetouchedbaseinour

village,Iwastakenandadmittedtothehospital

somyfootcouldbetreated.Mthunzimadesure

thatIgetthebesttreatment,Beinthehospital's

presidentialsuiteandaprivateNurseatmy

word.Noneofthatmattered,Thetreatment

definitelydidn'tmakethenightmaresgoaway..

Icouldn'tevengetagoodsleepunlessIwas

sedated,Iwasscaredandtremblingmostof



thetime.Ineverthoughtthatthisexperience

wasgoingtoleavemewithtrauma..

Rightnow,InparticularIwashavingthemost

terribledream.Myexperienceatthecave,Aker

havingthatsnakebiteme..

Iwokeupbreathingheavy,Myheartbeating

fast..TheNursequicklymadeherwaytome..

Nurse:HerMajesty

Ilookedaround..

Nurse:Areyouokay?Itwasjustaterrible

dream



Me:Pleasegetmeaglassofwater

Nurse:Yeshermajesty

Shewenttogetmeaglassofwater.Ichecked

undermypillow,Thesmallblackbottlewasstill

inthere.Ikeepitwithme,It'scurrentlytheonly

thingIhaverightnowthatcanmakememore

thanwhatIam..

Ilaidbackonthepillowagainandstaredatthe

ceilingfan...

TIERA

Weleftveryearlyinthemorning,Ataround2am

wewerealreadyintheroad.Iwashappywhen



myDadcalledtoeaseupmynerves.Sadhe's

flyingbackandI'llonlybeseeinghim whenwe

getback..

Wewereatsomecoffeeshop,Itwasourfirst

stopsinceweleft.Alltherestaurantsopened

laterthanthetimeweleft.Wecouldn'tfindany

24hoursrunningrestaurant,Notevenadrive

through..

Ilookedatthetime,Itwas9:30am.Senzoand

Ellawereoutsidesmoking..

Cebi:Hey..Areyouokay?

Ilookedather..



Cebi:You'vebeenawfullyquiet

Me:Ijust..

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Onceuponatime,IlivedwithmyMom and

myYoungersister.Mymom wasaforeigner,

Workedherassofftoputfoodonthetablefor

us.Gotajob,Wasaliveinmaid,Wehadtolive

withhersister.Lifewasn'tquitegood,Iwas

youngyesbutIcouldseethatwewere

strugglingbecausewedidn'thavemuchof

whatotherkidsouragehad.Mom wenttowork

foraManwhogaveusahome.Iwashappy,We

hadaMotherandaFather.Itwasnotuntilhe

startedsexuallyabusingme,Thatthingstooka

differentturn.HekilledmylittleSister,Bythen

mycurrentMotherNolithawaslivingwithus



becauseshehadproblemswithherexhusband.

Shewastheonewhosaidsomething

Cebi:I'm trulysorryyouwentthroughthat

Me:It'snotthatIwentthroughit,It'sthatif

Nolithadidn'tsaynothingitwould'vekepton

happening

Cebi:Butitstoppedandyourlifeturnedaround

Me:Ithoughtsotoobutpaindidn'tstopthere.

Paindidn'tsay"Justbecauseyouwentthrough

that,I'llhavemercyonyou".Ispenthalfofmy

life,Anticipatingdeath.WhenwillIgetsick,

Reallysickanddie?Itdidn'thappen.Lovelife

wasamessandnow,I'm..I'm abouttobea

vesselforoneofthemostpowerfulspiritual



beingswhocanwipeawaywhatI'velivedwith

almostmywholelife

Cebi:Lifeisunpredictable.Justbecausetoday

it'scloudy,Doesn'tmeanit'llalwaysbecloudy

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveit,Can'tbelievethatmy

lifeseemstohavehopeinhappinessagain

Cebi:Iunderstand..Weallneedthatrayofhope

Isawhowunhappyshegot,Ishouldn'tbe

talkingaboutthiswhenshe'sgoingthroughthe

most..

Me:Cebiiflifecanbebetterforme,Itcanbe

foryoutoo



Cebi:Iknow..Justthat..

Me:Justwhat?

Shelookedaround..

Cebi:I'm..I'm pregnantbymySister'shusband

Me:What?

Cebi:Idon'tunderstandmyself,I've..I'vedone

abortionsandIthoughtthat

Me:Whenwegotyoufrom home.Youwere

alreadypregnant?



Shenoddedshamefully..

Cebi:It'sonlyamatteroftimeuntilIstart

showing,Likereallyshowing

Me:Isthiswhyyouwearbaggyt-shirtsmostof

thetimeanddressesthatdon'tmakeyoushow?

Cebi:Yes

Me:Ellahasn'tnoticed?

Cebi:Ithinkshehas,Justwaitingonmetotell

thanask



Me:Wow!

MTHUNZI

Me:ItiswithgreatsadnessinmyheartthatI

shouldinform thewholevillageandevery

royaltyouttherethatwerecievednothing,But

badtreatmentfrom theZikhalivillage.King

ManqobaMkhizeandQueenLuthandoNgwane-

Mkhize,Heldushostagefortwodays.Ontopof

that,MyfiancéKholisiwewasintheirriverin

thatspaceof2days.Bittenbyasnake,

Admitted.AsI'm sp-

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Sheisshowingsignsofextremetrauma,

Paranoia,AndIam certainshe'sgoingtosuffer



from ptsd.Whattheyshowedusandhowthey

treatedus,Isnotwhatwewould'vedoneifthey

visitedourvillage.Ithoughttheywerepeaceful

people,Loving,Buttheyarenot.Theriverthatis

highlyspokenof,keepsnothingbutevil

underneathit.Wedrovebackatnight,We

couldn'tevensleepthereanymore

Itookthespearandwalkeddowntothesoil.I

stuckitdeepinthesoil..

Me:Iproclaim todaythatmyvillagewillnever

beaffiliatedwiththeZikhalivillageanymore

Theystartedplayingthedrums..Iwasdoinga

pressrelease,Itwasgoingtobeairedonthe

newsandradiostations..Theydeservethis..



ELLA

Ishookmyhead,IwasstreamingMthunzi's

speechonYouTube..

Me:Whatashame

Senzo:Whatcould'veledtothis?

Me:TheygottheAkerbutnotaseasyasthey

thoughtitwasgoingtobe

Senzo:Here'swhatIdon'tunderstand.You

travelsofaraway,Tounleashevilsothatthe

evilcanhelpyoukeepthethrone..How?

Me:Wewillhavetofindout



Wewentbackinside..Titiwasdrinkingcoffee

withalargechocolatemuffin.Cebiwasdrinking

teawithalargevanillamuffin.Isatdownnext

toherandkissedheronhercheek..

Titi:Thattooklong

Senzoputherarm aroundTiti..

Me:WewerewatchingMthunzi'spress

conference

Titi:Really?

Senzo:HebasicallyshittedontheNgwane

throne



Titi:That'snotsurprising

IleanedovertoCebitowhisperinherear..

Me:Ithoughtyouweregoingtohaveiced

coffee

Cebi:Itmakesmypanicattackssevere

Me:Youcanhavedecaf?

Sheputherhandonmythigh..

Cebi:I'm goodwiththankyou



Ipickedupmyicedcoffeefrom thetable,And

joinedtheconversationwithSenzoandTiti..

KHOLISIWE

IturnedofftheTV..Mthunziwastrending.

TheNursecamewithmybreakfast.Croissant

withham &cheese,Mixedfruitsandplain

yogurt.Orangejuiceand4tennisbiscuits..

Nurse:Thebreakfastyourequestedher

highness

Me:Thankyou

Ipickedupthespoon,Andmyhandstarted



shaking.Iputthespoonback..

Nurse:Needhelpherhighness?

Me:No..Pleasetakeitaway

Nurse:But..

Me:Isaidtakeitaway!!!!

Ithrewthetrayanditfell..

Itriedtocalm down..

Me:Just..Justtakeitaway



QUEENHLOMUKA

Wewerewalkingdownthestreet,Justgreeting

peopleintown..

Me:HowlongwillittakeKholitounleashAker?

Som:Italldependsonher

Me:Werunningoutoftime,Iwanthertodoit

assoonasyesterday.Iwantnothingbutto

reignterrortotheZikhaliVillageafterhowthey

treatedus

Som:Sheisshakenup,Anexperiencelikethat.

Yousuredon'tcomebackthesameanymore



Me:Idon'tcare..Kholiisourretardeddoormat

andwe'llusehereverychanceweget

Som:Mthunzidoesn'tseeitlikethat

Me:He'sjustfeelingsorryforherbecauseof

whatshe'sbeenthrough..Weshouldvisitherat

thehospitalandknocksomesenseintoher

Som:Herhighness

TIERA

Aswewerewalkingtothecar,Islightlypulled

Ellaaway..

Me:Cebitoldmeshe'spregnant



Ella:Iknow

Me:Forhowlong?

Ella:It'sbeenawhile

Me:I'veneverseenhervomitingandwhatnot

Ella:Shedoes,Shejustdoesitsecretly.Runthe

showerwatersonoonehears

Me:Yaashouldn'tshebegoingtothehospital

orsomething?

Ella:Shehasn'teventoldme



Me:Whynotaskher?

Ella:Idon'twannastressher

Me:Poorthing,She'sagoodpersonand

doesn'tdeservethis

Ella:Iknow

.

Tobecontinued
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onwhenit'llbeallfixed?
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KHOLISIWE

TheQueenandSomandlakazicametoseeme..

Queen:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:It'sabitdifficultbutI'm good..Ijustneeded

mylegtobetreated

Som:Theygonnakeepyouhereforhowlong?

Me:I'm hopingbytomorrowthey'lldischarge

me



Queen:KholiIdon'tknowhowtothankyoufor

this,Forwhatyoudoingforthefamily

Me:It'sokay

Queen:Mthunziwantedtocomebut..

Me:It'sokay,Isawhispressconference

Queen:Theydeservedit

Ichuckled..

Herphonerang..

Queen:Ineedtotakethis



Shewalkedout..

Som:Howareyoureallyfeeling?

Me:It'sabithard.Istillhavenightmares

Som:WhenyouaccommodateAkerintoyour

body,She'llbestrong.Areyouready?

Me:Yes

Som:Youdon'treallytrustmedoyou?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?



Som:Trustmeenoughtogivemethebottle?I

don'twantyoulosingit

Me:AfterallI'vebeenthrough,Idon'ttrust

anyonewiththebottle

Som:Understood

TIERA

Igotnervousasweapproachedthevillage.It

hasbeenalongdriveindeed,Thefirstthing

noticedthere.Firstthingthatstoodout,Was

theirwaterfall.Itwasbeautiful,SomehowIfelt

drawntoit..

Me:Wow



Cebi:Thisisbeautiful

Me:Beautifulindeed

Wedrovetothebiggate,EllaandSenzogotout.

Theywenttotalktothesecurityatthegate.It

wasalengthytalk,Ellakeptonglancingbackat

us..

Afterwhatseemedlikeforever,Theygotback

intothecar..

Me:And?

Senzo:Theyarestrictonvisitorsnow,Since

whatMthunzidid



Cebi:Sotheynotallowingusin?

Senzo:Theyare,They'lltakeustothepalace

Me:ThankGod

Theyopenedthegateandwedrovein..

Youcouldwitnessthepeacefulofthevillage

justbylookingatit,Thegreentrees,Thegrass

andhowquietitwas..

Cebi:I'veneverseenanythinglikethis

Me:Icouldlivehere



Cebi:It'sreallybeautiful,Verybeautiful

Wedrovestraighttothepalace..

KHOLISIWE

Dr:Yeswecandischargehertomorrow

morning

Queen:Areyousure?

Dr:Verysure..Surprisinglyshe'srecoveringvery

well,It'ssurprising.Asnakebitecanbelethal

especiallyacobra



Queen:Ifyoufeelstronglyaboutherbeing

dischargedthenwe'llbegrateful

TheDrwalkedout..

Ilaidbackonthepillow..

Queen:Weneedtogo,Willyoubeokay?

Me:I'llbefine..Thankyouforcoming

Queen:I'm sureMthunziwillcometoolater

Me:Ican'twaittoseehim

Shecameandhuggedme..



Queen:Byesweetie

Me:Bye

TIERA

WetakenrighttothepresenceoftheKingand

Queen,Weintroducedourselvesandtold

exactlywhywecame.Ihandedthem the

braceletthatQondisiwegaveme..

Luthandolookedatit..

Lu:Webelieveyou.Forthefirsttimeeversince

Mthunziandhisfamilycame,Youarethefirst

visitorstohavetoldthetruth



Nqoba:Notonlythetruth,Butthehealer

confirmeditthroughthephone

Heputhisphoneaway..

Lu:Dotheyknowtheforcesthattheyare

temperingwith?Akerhasbeenlockedawayfor

areason

Nqoba:Oneevilthatisnotmeanttobe

unleashed

Senzo:He'sfightingmeforthethrone,Myown

legacy

Nqoba:Iknowthatverywell



Lu:Inthatcase.Wewelcomeyoutoourvillage

Me:Thankyousomuch

Nqoba:Ionlyaskforonething

Welookedathim..

Nqoba:Iaskthatwhenthisissaidanddone,

AndwhenyouareaKing.Youform analliance

withus,Toshowpeoplethatwedon'thavebad

bloodwiththeHlomukapeople

Senzo:Youhavemyword



Lu:Theservantswillshowyoutotheguest

house

Me:Thankyouforyourkindness

KHOLISIWE

Ihadadream asIwassleeping,Adream of

Tieraintheriverhavinganencounterwiththe

Dalla..

Iwokeuppanting.Ilookedaround..

ItookmyphoneandcalledMthunzi..

Mthunzi:Mylove



Me:Ineedtogetoutofhere

Mthunzi:Kholi..What'sgoingon?

Me:Ihadadream

Mthunzi:Whatdream?

Me:Tieramustbeatthevillage

Mthunzi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Ineedtogetoutofhere..Please,Please

fetchme



Mthunzi:Okay..Okay..OkayI'm coming

CEBISILE

Iwasstandingbythebalconyenjoyingtheview

ofnature.Isuddenlyfeltsomeonehuggingme

from behind,Sheextendedherhandsdownto

mytummy.Igotthem offandturnedaround

lookingather..

Me:Hey

Shestoodnexttome..

Ella:Youdon'tthinkI'm thatmuchofafoolright?

ThatallthiswhileIhaven'tnoticed



Me:I..

Ella:Ithoughtwehadtrustbetweenus

Me:Wedo,AndI..Ijustdidn'tknowhowtotell

you

Ella:It'snotlikeyoucheatedCebi,Itwould've

harderifyoudidcheat

Me:It'sashametome,Ashameto..

Ella:Whathappenedisashame,Ashamethat

wentonforyears.Youpregnant,That'snota

shame.Youdidn'taskforthis

Tearsrandownmycheeks..



Me:I'm alreadyaburdentoyouasitis,Ididn't

wannabemoreofit

Ella:Youareanythingbutaburdentome,We've

figuredalotofthingsout.Wewillfigureitout

together,Ipromise

Iwipedmytears..

Ella:Comehere

Hehuggedmetight...

Ella:Iloveyouandwe'llfigureitouttogether



Me:Iloveyoutoo

.
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Thenicepartaboutroyaltyisthatyoucan

checkyourselfinandoutofthehospital

anytimeyouwant.Whenyoudogetdischarged

beforetime,Yourequestamedicaldoctorto

comeandcheckuponyou...

Mthunzi:Sittingcomfortably?



Me:Yes..Thankyou

Thedriverclosedthedoor,Ilaidmyheadonhis

chest.Heheldmeandkissedmeonmy

forehead..

Mthunzi:Areyousurethatyouokay?Idon't

wantusgettinghomeandyourelapse

Me:It'sjustmyfoot,It'sstillsorebutI'm okay

Mthunzi:Youdon'thavetodothisifyoudon't

wanttoo

Me:It'sforourkingdom,Weneedtosaveit

Mthunzi:Iam gratefulforyou,Iam gratefulthat



yougoingtobemyfuturewife.Ipromiseyou,

Whenit'sallsaidanddone.I'm goingtogive

youyourdream wedding.Withorwithoutyour

family

Me:Promise?

Mthunzi:Ipromise

SENZO

Me:AtthispointIhaveconcludedingivingup

thethrone

Nqoba:Youcannotgiveupyourbirthright,No

matterhowmuchyoutry



Me:It'scausingmemoreproblemsthanit's

worth

Nqoba:I'velearnedtwothingsaboutlife.Some

peoplearefortunatetogettotheirdreams

withoutanychallenges,Someotherpeople.You

gothroughfiretogettoyourdreams

Me:I'm preciselythesecondpeople

Helaughed..

Nqoba:Ifweallgaveupinlife,Wewouldn'tbe

wherewearetoday

Me:Iguessso



Nqoba:You'llwinthiswaronlyifyou

determined.Youhaveagirlfriendthatis

supportingyoutogetherwithherfamilyandour

biggestancestor

Me:That'sexactlywhatkeepsmegoing

Nqoba:You'llwinjustdon'tgiveup

CEBISILE

IopenedmyeyestoEllafixatedonherlaptop,

Shedidmentionthatshehadworktocatchup

on..

Beforemakingasuddenmove,Ilookedather.

Shewasconcentrating..



Ihavedatedafewgirlsbefore,Neverreally

lovedthem asmuchasIloveElla.She'ssweet,

Gentle,Caringandloving.Herfamilyis

everythingthatIeverwantedinafamily.

Yesshementionedthattheyhaddifficulties,

ButallI'm seeingisaverystrongandclose

knittedfamily.Iwannakeepthem inmylife,

OnlyifEllaandIremaintogether.I'm notusing

her,Ifeelstronglyabouther.Iam happywith

her,Despiteeverythingthatwegoingthrough.

WhenIbrokeoutofthatice,Ofbeinglostdeep

inmythoughts.Shewaslookingatme..

Ella:Ithoughtyouwereresting



Me:Iwas,Butit'sgoingtotakeafewhoursto

actuallyadjustbeinginanewplace

Sheclosedthelaptop..

Ella:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Me:Ishouldbetheonegettingussomethingto

eat,Youcontinueworking

Ella:Areyousure?Idon'tmind

Me:Idon'tmindtoo

Igotoutofbedandputonmyflatshoes..



Me:I'vebeenthinking

Ella:About?

Me:Whenwe..Whenweleavehere,Wecango

tomyAunt'shouse

Ella:Areyousureaboutthat?Nopressure

Me:I'm sure

Shesmiledatme...

TIERA

Me:Thebreezehere..It'sdifferent



Wewerestandingbytheriver,Justlookingatit..

Lu:Ithasexistedbeforewewereevenborn.

Winter,Summer,Nomatterhowhotitis.The

waterfallneverdriesout

Me:BecauseoftheGuardians?

Lu:Yestheygiveitlife

Me:IfIdidn'texperiencewhatI'vebeen

experiencingawhileback,I'dsaythisisatale

Lu:Mostpeoplethinkitis,Untiltheycomeand

seeitforthemselves



Me:It'sreallybeautiful,Thesearethingsthat

moneycannotbut

Lu:Atall..Icommendyoufordoingthis,Being

avesselfortheDallameansthatyou'vebeen

touchedbyanangel

Me:Am Igoingtobesafe?

Lu:Loseallfearandyouwill,TheAkerworkson

fear.TheDallaworksoncourage

Me:Tomorrowmorning,I'm goingin

Lu:Yes..Areyouready?

Me:We'llsee..What'stheprotocol?



Lu:Theprotocolisthat.Nosextonight,No

alcoholandprayingatthewitchfulhours.We

willtakeyoutothekraaltoo,Askalsothe

Ngwaneancestorstohelpyou

Me:Thankyousomuch

Lu:Gofightforyourkingdom,Whenyouare

crownedaQueenit'llbeallworthit

KHOLISIWE

Wegothomeandallalongthroughoutthedrive,

I'vebeenfeelingthatTierawasveryclosetothe

Dalla..



Weneedtodothisintheearlyhoursofthe

morning,3am tobeexact..

Mthunzi:Doyouhavethespellthat'sgoingto

jointhem together?

Som:Iam awitchMthunziHlomuka,OfcauseI

dohavethespell

Mthunzi:Good

Som:Ineedsomethingoutofthis

Queen:Herewego

Som:ThePrincessandmySonleft,Shewas

tryingtohideoffthepregnancyfrom everyone



Queen:Notnow

Som:Ineedthem tocomebackhome,Idon't

wantmyGrandchildbeingraisedsomewhere

thatIdon'tknow

Mthunzi:Thiswouldbeawholeloteasierifit

wasanormalpregnancy.Youareblackmailing

ustoacceptababythatmightgrowupandbe

awitch

Som:Youhiredone

Queen:Youtrickedus!

Som:Youcould'veconsulted,Seriouslyyou



guysdidn'tthinkIwasagenu-

Me:Enough!!!!

Theylookedatme..

Me:Wehaveanimportantmissiontodotonight,

Andyouguysarebickeringlikereally?Titiand

them arecurrentlyattheZikhalivillage

preparingforthisfightthatwenottaking

seriously!Wemightaswelljustdeliver

ourselvestothem onasilverplatternow

shouldn'twe?Weareabouttoconjureagreat

witchthatissaidtohaveeverwalkedtheearth

forthisnonsense??

Queen:Youneedtocalm down!



Me:Orwhat??Youguyshaven'tseenwhatI've

seenokay?Akerismadpowerfulandshe..We

needtodothisrightbecauseifwedon't,She

willkillusbeforetheydo..Ipromiseyou!

Igotup..

Me:I'm goingtorestinpreparationfortonight

Mthunzi:I'llhelpyou

TIERA

Imovedcloserandletthewatertouchmyfeet..

Whenthewatertouchedmyfeet,Ilooked

aheadtoseethewatermoving...



Theyfeltcoldatfirst,Butgraduallygotwarmer...

Lu:Youneedtorest,Wehaveanearlymorning

Me:Thankyouforeverything

Lu:Nothankyou..Akerhasnobusiness

roamingaroundthefaceoftheearth,Wewill

supportyoueverystepofthewayinthis

endeavour

Me:I'm grateful

Lu:Come..Let'sgo

Wewalkedbacktothecar..



.
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Thiswasabigdealforme.Iriskedmylife,My

soul,Andeverythingtomakethispossible.To

makethisasuccess,AndI'm notgoingtolet

anyonestandinmyway,Especiallynotthe

pettyfightbetweenMthunzi,Som,Andthe

Queen.I'vekilledmyselfinside,Bypassmy

principlestomakethispossible..

Ididn'tsleep,That'shownervousIwas..



AslongasTheDallahasn'ttakenoverTiti,We

stillhaveachance..

Theclockstruck00:00am exactly,Wewere

gatheredatthebasementwherewewon'tbe

disturbed.Lockedthedoorwithguardsoutside

tomakesurethatnoonedisturbs.

ItwasMe,Mthunzi,TheQueen,And

Somandlakazi.Therewasatable,Drawnonit

theSigilofBaphomet.Goatbloodwasusedto

drawit.Candlesdownsurroundingthetable,

Blackandred.Thewindowwasslightlyopen

anditwasdark.Som waswearingablackrobe,

Holdingablackbowl.

Som:Areyouready?



Me:Yes

Shedippedherfingerinthebowl,Stillhaving

thebloodofthegoat.Shedrewsomethingon

myforehead..

Som:ThesigilofBaphomet

Inoddedandswallowed..

Iwalkedovertothetable,Iwastotallynaked.I

gotuponthetableandlaidtherefacingup..

Shecameandpaintedtherestofthebloodon

mybody..



Shetookthesmallbottleandsaidan

incarnation..InalanguagethatIdidn't

understand..

Shetookthesmallblackbottleandopenedit,

Thenheldabovemybodysayingthe

incarnation.Iwasscared,Thiswasscary.She

continuedandcontinueduntilwefeltagustof

wind,Itblewoutthecandles.Thenitwasquiet

forawhile..

Allofasudden,Weheardgroaningandscary

sounds.Theroom shook,AndSom was

knockedaway,Fartothewall.Thestrongpillars

shook,Thewindgotintense.

Thebottlelavitatedaboveme,Thewooden

torchesstillprovidedlight.Thecandleswere

off..



Icouldn'tmove,IwasfrozenandIwasgetting

clawed..

Me:What..Whatishappening???

Mthunzi:Kholi!!

Hetriedgettingtomethroughitall,Something

blockedhim halfwayandalsosenthim flying..

Icontinuedgettingclawed..

Me:Ahhhh!!!!!!!

TIERA



Iwokeupabruptlytovoicespraying.Istarred

up,Iwasalmosttouchingtheceiling.ThenIfell

downtothebed.Senzoranuptome..

Senzo:Areyouokay?

Heheldmetight..

Me:Whathappened?

Senzo:Youfellintoadeepsleep,ThenIsaw

youlavitating

LuandCebicametomeasEllablewoutthe

whitecandles.Icouldsmelltheincense.



Lu:Areyouokay?Lookatme

Sheplacedbothherhandsonmycheeks...

Lu:Uboneni?(Whatdidyousee)

Me:Kholi..Ithasstarted,Theyconjuringthe

Akerintoher

Ella:Here

Theyputtheredbeadednecklacearoundmy

neck..

Ella:It'llchaseawaybadspirits



Me:Thankyou

Ella:Areyousureyouokay?

Me:I'm okay

Wehadgonetothekraalearliertotalktothe

ancestors.Everythingwentwell,Thecandles

andtheincensedidn'tblowoff.

Lu:She'sfine..She'sjustfeelingtheeffectsof

what'shappeningontheotherside

Senzoheldmetight..

Cebi:Burnanotherincenseanddon'tswitchoff

thewhiteandredcandles



Ellawenttoburnthecandlesagain..

Lu:Just3hoursleftforyoutogototheriver

Senzocontinuedholdingmetight...

MTHUNZI

Igotupfrom thefloor,Onlyonewoodentorch

wasonfire..

Me:Maa??Som???Kholi??

Som:I'm fine



Me:Ma?

Som:She'sfine..I'm checkingher,She's

breathing

Igotupfrom thefloor,Stoneswereonthe

groundanditwasdusty..

Me:Kholi

Iwenttogetthetorch,Broughtitclosertothe

table.Kholiwasstilllayingtherenotmoving....

Me:Kholi??Baby??

Ishookher..



Me:Kholi??

Sheopenedhereyes,Movedherheadtome

quicklythengotupfrom thetable.Satup

straight..

Me:Areyouokay?

Ilookedcloserandhereyeswereallblack.She

putherhandaroundmyneck..

Me:Kh..Kh..Kholi??

Shegotdownfrom thetableandliftedmeupa

littlewithherhand,Shewasstrong..



IsawSom comingandkneelingdownnextto

her..

Som:TheGreatAker,Weareyourhumble

servants.Iam..Iam thegreatSomandlakazi

SheletgoofmeandIcoughed,Ilookedather

andhereyeschangedbackintonormal.

Aker:Ishouldkillyouforimitatingthemost

powerfuldiplomaticwitchSomandlakazi

Me:Waitwhat???

Aker:She'sanythingbutaSomandlakazi,Justa

weakwitchSomandlakaziwannabe



Me:ReallySom?Youconnedus?

Akerranherhandsonherbody..

Aker:Betterthanthelastone

Queen:Goodnesswhathappened??

Shestumbledherwaytous..

Queen:Isit??Diditwork??

Akerpushedmeoutofthewayandwenttomy

Mother.Shegrabbedherarm andlookedatit..

Queen:Whatareyoudoing?What'shappening?



Aker:Andwhatdoyouknow,Thereal

Somandlakazi

Me:What?

Som:What?

Aker:You'vehiddenyourselfwell

Mymom pulledbackherarm from Aker..

Queen:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Aker:Ofcourseyoudo!



Sheturnedaroundandlookedatus..

Aker:DoIdressoram Iexpectedtowalkoutof

herenaked?

Som quicklytookoffherrobetogoandhandit

toher...

Som:Here

Akersnatcheditaway!!Shelookedatme..

Aker:Workonyouraggressivesexualside,I

don'twannaoverpoweryou

TIERA



Ellawaspacingupanddown,Shewasmaking

menervous..

Me:Ellayouaregoingtogivemeamigraine

Ella:YeahI'm sorry

Cebi:Whattimeisitnow?

Senzo:02:00

Lu:Justanhour

Me:Canwegoouttotheriver,Sitthereuntilit's

time?Ijustneedfreshair



TheylookedatLu..

Lu:Yes..Let'sgo

MTHUNZI

Wewatchedherassheate..Thehouse

servantshadtopreparemorefoodforher,

Meatespecially.Medium rare..

Me:Souhm..Whatnow?

Shepickeduptheglassofredwine..

Aker:Now..I'm eating,Ithinkyoushouldbe



sleeping

Me:NoImeanwiththethrone

Aker:Wellthethroneisalreadyunderthepower

ofdarkness,Wejustneedtoprotectitagainst

yourbrother

Me:Whatdoyoumeanunderthepowerof

darkness

Aker:Influenceofdarkness..Berealisticallthat

you'vedonetoyingwithdarkpowers?

Me:Idon'tcareaboutthat,Willmythronebe

protected?



Aker:YesIwillprotectitbutweneedtoget

marriedassoonaspossible

Me:I'm notmarryingyou,Notwhenyoustill

livinginsidemygirlfriend'sbody

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

.
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TIERA

Itwascoldbytheriver,Itwasearlyinthe



morningafterall.SenzoandEllahadtoremain

behind,ActuallySenzobutEllaremainedtoo

justsohedoesn'tgetbored.

ItwasonlyMe,Lu,AndCebi..

Whentheclockhit3am,Iwasonmywayin.

Thewaterwascold,Butmybodyadjustedtoit

asIwentfurtherin..

Iwasonlyinmywhitebraandunderwear.

Ihadtowearwhite..

Iwasn'ttotallyscared,Qondisiweisagood

spiritshewouldn'thurtmenorletanything



undertherehurtme..

Iwentfurtherinuntilthewaterreachedmy

mouth,Beforetakinganotherstep.DeepdownI

prayed,Iprayedhardandtheneventuallywent

furtherinuntilthewatercoveredme

completely....

QUEENHLOMUKA

Iwasstandingbythebalconydrinkingtea,It

wasnow6am inthemorning.Iwasinmyroyal

nightgown,Withhardlyanysleepafterthe

eventsoflastnight..

Som:Ohwwow..Youweren'tgoingtotellme

thatyouwereaSomandlakazi?



Me:Ifyouwererealyouwould'veknown

Som:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Ihadabeautymarkonmyrightarm,Never

knewwhatitwasabout.Ioncewenttoahealer

once,AndhetoldmethatIcomefrom ablood

lineoftheSomandlakaziclan.Adiplomatic

witch.IneverwantedkidsofmyownbecauseI

didn'twannahaveagirlwhowasgoingtotake

itafterme.WhenthelastSomandlakazidied,

HerspiritfoundmeandIhavebeenableto

tameitnotactiveitbecausemyHusbandwas

deeplytraditionalrooted.Ifhefoundout,He

wasgoingtohavemekilled.That'sthemain

reasonwhyIlethim haveanaffairandlovingly

tookinMthunzitoraiseasmyown.

Unfortunately,IfellpregnantwithagirlAmahle



Som:Youshould'vesaidsomething

Me:Why?

Som:ImeanI'vebeenhereclaimingtobea

Somandlakaziandyouletme

Me:Itneverbotheredme

Som:HavingthespiritofSomandlakaziis..It's

anhonour,Agreatgift.Theegreatestgiftfrom

theunderworld

Me:YouthinkIwokeuponedayandwanted

this?

Som:NobutImean,Youcould'vetripledallthat



youhavenowandruledthiskingdom withan

ironfist

Me:Nooneneedstoknowaboutthis,

Understood?

Som:Yesyourhighness

Me:I'llalsotalktoMthunziaboutthis

ELLA

Whenthegirlsleft,Sleepeludedus.Itrustinus,

Itrustinourteam butthisisbigandyoualso

can'thelpbutbeworried..

Wemetupforbreakfast.Senzo,Manqobaand



I..

Theservantshadpreparedascrumptious,

Deliciousbreakfastforus..

Senzo:Howlongdoesittake?It's7am now

Nqoba:Wedon'tknow,Ifshe'sgonetotheir

worldittakeslonger.Timeintheriveris

perceiveddifferentlyfrom ours,Tohershe

probablythinksthatshe's5minintoit

Senzo:Iwantthistobeover

Nqoba:Itwillbe,Let'snotlosefaith

MTHUNZI



Iwalkedbackintothebedroom,Akerwasall

dressedupnow.Shelookedamazing,Elegant

andverybeautifulinthatblackdress.Kholihas

dressesthataredarkcoloursthatshehardly

wears,LookingatAkerdressedupinthatwas

breathtaking.Shecarefullyappliedthered

lipstickon,AndIjuststoodthereadmiringher

beauty.Bothinaffectionandsexually.She

poutedherlipsafterapplying..

Aker:Isittimealready?

Me:Uhm yes..Therestaurantisnowopen

Weweregoingoutforbreakfast,Wantedherto

getfreshair.IthinkIlovethisversionofKholi

morethanIdidasherself..



Shepickedupherpurseandwalkedtomeat

thedoor,Shealsohadasexywalkinheels.The

dresswaslong,Reachingherfeet.Perfectly

huggingher,Andsomewhitedecorationaround

thebreastarea..

Shehadonablackdoekwithwhitepearls

aroundit..

Shestoodinfrontofmeandlookedatme..

Aker:Wecango

Me:Afteryou

Ifollowedherasshewalkedout..



Aker:Youcangrabmyassifyouwanttoo

Mthunzi,It'snotasin

Iignoredthat..

Aker:Readyforsomepublicity?

Me:GoodIhope

Aker:You'llseetoo

TIERA

Icouldopenmyeyesunderwaterandalso

breath..



Therewasalightshiningthroughinthewater,I

wasfloatingwithoutdrowning.Ifeltlighterand

morerelaxed..

Ithensawsparkles,Alotofthem.Whenthey

disappeared,Sheshowedupinfrontofme.

Showedupinhertrueform,TheDalla.Fully

whiteclothedandglowing,Longbeautifulblack

hair..

Iwasoverwhelmedbeinginherpresence,Iwas

blessedtowitnessthis..

Dalla:Thedaythatwe'vebothanticipated

Hervoicewascalm,Thewaterreactedtothe

soundofhervoice..



Me:I'm here

Dalla:Ineedyoutotrustme,Ineedyoutogive

mepermissiontobeinsideofyou

Me:Igiveyoupermission

Dalla:Closeyoureyes

Iclosedmyeyes..

Ifeltthiswarm feelingsurroundingme,ThenI

feltsomehotnessdeepinmystomachand

chest.Iopenedmyeyesbutabrightlight

blindedmysight,Thebrightlightwas

surroundingme.Iclosedmyeyesagainandlet



theprocesstakeit'splace...

QUEENHLOMUKA

IcalledAmahle..

Amahle:Mom

Me:Hisweetie,Howareyou?HowistheUK?

Amahle:Iam wellandit'sgoodthisside

Me:Howishesettlingin?

Amahle:Hestruggledatfirstbuthe'sgettingby

now



Me:I'm gladtohearthat

Amahle:Thankyouforeverything.Financial

help,MakingsurewesettledthissideuntilI'm

abletofindaschool

Me:It'smypleasure..AnychanceofSunny

findingajob?

Amahle:No..It'sstillamessandIdon'twant

him tobesentback

Me:Iunderstand..Wemissyouthisside

Amahle:Imissyoutooguys



Amahlehasn'ttoldmeaboutthepregnancy.I'm

hopingit'saboy,Ifit'sagirlweintrouble..

TIERA(THEDALLA)

Iwalkedoutofthewater,Ihaven'tbeenina

humanbodyinaverylongtime.Itfeltlighter

andcontrollable..

Iapproachedthetwowomen,Theybothfell

downtotheirknees..

Lu:Dalla

Me:There..Theremychildren,Riseup

Theybothroseuptotheirfeet..



Me:Afondgesturebutdobowdowntonoone,

Thanthedivinewhocreatedtheheavenandthe

earth.I'm justaservantofhim andachildof

nature

Cebi:You..Youbeautiful.Icanseesomething

differentaboutTiti'sbeauty

Me:Cebisile,Thekindheartedone.Theone

whoputseveryoneelse'sneedsandhappiness

beforeherown,Blessyourheartchild

Herlipstrembled..

Me:Worrynotaboutthetrialsinyourlife,The

divinewillblessyounotbecauseyoumore

importantthananyoneelse.Notbecauseyou've



beenthroughalot,Butbecauseofyourkind

heart

Tearsfellfrom her..

Cebi:Thankyou

Luhandedmethewhitetowel..

Lu:Thankyouforhelpingus,Bothkingdoms

areattacked.Akerunleashed,Akerroaming

aroundmeanstroubleforustoo.We

responsibleforholdingherhostagesomankind

canbesafe.Thebattleisyettocome

Me:Thebattleisnotyettocome,Thebattle

hascome.Itstartshere!



.
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MTHUNZI

Itwasdifficultforustoevengettothe

restaurant,Assoonasweparkedthecar.

Paparazziwasalreadytherewaitingtotake

picturesofus.TheyweremesmerizedbyAker

andhowbeautifullyshewasdressed.Never

havewegottensuchattentionwithKholi,I

couldevensayTitigotabetterovationthan

Kholi.Kholiwasovershadowedallthetime...



Therestaurantmanagerhadtodineusatthe

tablesbythebigwindows,Thatcaptureda

perfectview.Mountainsandtrees...

Allcustomerscominginweremonitored,So

theydon'tdisturbus..

Me:Howdidyoudothat?

Aker:ThethingisMthunzi,Weruleinthisworld.

We'vecapturedthemedia,Mostinfluential

politiciansandlovedcelebrities.Themedia

feedsonus,Wefeeditatthepalm ofour

hands..

Me:Whyam Inotsurprised



Thewaitresscametous..

Waitress:MyLord..Herhighness,Hereto

deliverthemenus.I'llbeatyourserviceassoon

asyoureadytoorder

Me:Thankyou

Shewalkedaway..

Me:Youdolookbeautifulthough

Aker:Wellohhmy..Thankyou

QONDISIWE



FirstthingIdidwhenwearrived,Wastoget

dressed.Itravelledfrom theriverwithatowel.I

gottotheroom thatwewereoccupyingand

dressedup.Titihasbeautifuldresses.Ilooked

atmyselfinthemirror,She'sbeautifultooandI

hopesheknows.Herbeautywasbruised

becauseofhersickness,Sheneverfeltwoman

enoughnorbeautifulenough.Shefelt

incomplete,Hadinternalwar.WhymeGod?I

wasjustalittlegirl,It'snotfair!!!

Iheardaknockatthedoor...

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandSenzowalkedin..

Senzo:Uhm..I'm sorryifIinvadedyourprivacy



Me:It'sokay..Sheisstillyourgirlfriendafterall,

Pleasedon'tfeelnervousaroundme.Although

I'm sorry,Wecan'tbeintimate

Senzo:Ohhno..It'sokay..Iunderstand,It'llalso

feeluncomfortableforme

Me:Youtrulydoloveher,Icanfeelit

Senzo:Ido..She'sanamazingwoman

Me:Thatsheis,Andthankyouforlovingher

truly.Shedeservesit,Especiallyafterallthat

she'sbeenthrough

Senzo:AndIwillbeheretolovehereveryday



Me:SenzoIneededtodiscusssomethingwith

you

Senzo:Listening

Me:Hatehasneverbroughtpeace,Nordoesit

serveyouanyjustice.Hateaffectsnotyour

enemies

Senzo:I'm notsureifIam following

Me:Ithinkyoudo..See..YouhatingMthunzi,

Hatingyourchildhood,Yourlife.Questioning

whyyouwereexcludedandwhyyougotthe

worstversionoflife



Senzo:Ohw

HewasashamedthatIcouldseethroughhim,

Seethroughthatstrongpersonatothedeepest

painofhisheart..

Me:Yougottheworstpartofitbecauseifyou

didn'tgrowuplikethat,Youweren'tgoingto

makeajustkingoneday.Youhadtolearnthe

mostimportanttraitsoflife,ThatMthunzi

couldn'tevenbuywithallhismoney.Youhadto

learnhowtobekind,Humble,Andstrong.

Mthunziisnotrespected,He'sfeared.You

won'tbefeared,You'llberespected.Respected

becauseofthetraitsyouhave,Notbecauseof

authority.Daviddidn'tjustbecomeKing,David

waspursuedbySaul,EvenwhenGodalready

foundfavourinDavidbeingtheKing.Youfound

FavourinyourGuides,Bythem wantingyouto



sitonthethronebutMthunzicannotgiveitup

justthateasy.SameashowSauldidn'twantto

giveupthethrone.YoufoundFavourdon't

forgetthat

Iwalkedoutandslightlypathim onhis

shoulder..

Me:Youweren'tgoingtomakeagoodKing,If

youdidn'thavetogothroughthosetribesand

tribulations

Iwalkedout....

QUEENHLOMUKA

Me:Magnificent



Weweretrendingonthesocials,Becauseofthe

Aker.Forachangeweweretrendingfor

somethinggood.Theywerepraisinghow

beautifulshewasandhowbeautifulshewas

dressed.TheywerepraisingmySonthathe

madeagoodchoicebychoosingher,Amahle

wastheonewhocalledmeandtoldme.She

runsoursocialmediapages,Ourroyalpages...

Som:She'strendingbutstillhasn'tcomeup

withaplanonhowwecansavethethronefrom

ourenemies

Me:Herbybeinghere,She'salreadysavingthe

throneforus.Capturingtheheartsof

thousands,Gettingpeopleonoursidewillmake

them believeinus.ThanbelievinginSenzo.

WhenPeopleloveMthunzimore,Senzowon't



getthesamelove

Som:Igetitnow

Me:Havealittlebitoffaith,Wewillwinthiswar

Som:Ihopeso

CEBISILE

Weweregatheringaroundthetabletoeat,We

werewaitingonQondisiweandSenzo.

Ella:Ican'tbelieveweactuallymadethis

happen



Me:Metoo,Qondisiwehasthisbeautifulaura

aroundher

Ella:Ican'twaittoseeher

Me:Eventhoughshe'sinTitibut,There'sa

difference.Shedoesn'tlookthesame

Luthandojoinedus..

Lu:IthoughtSenzoandQondisiwewouldbe

here

Me:Senzohasgonetofetchher

Ella:IthoughttheKingwouldbejoiningus



Lu:Uhm..Yaa..Unfortunatelyhehadtorunan

importanterrand

Ella:Okay

QondisiweandSenzoshowedup,Senzo

openedthechairforher.Qondisiwesatdown..

Qondi:Thankyou

Senzosatdowntoo..

Senzo:IthoughttheKingwouldjoinus

Lu:He'srunninganimportanterrand



Senzo:Henevermentioned,Saidhewasfree

today

Lu:Shortnotice

Qondi:Ibetitwasshortnotice

IsawhowuncomfortableLuwasaboutthis,

Qondisiwe'sreplyit'slikesheisknew

something..

Lu:Uhm wecansaygraceandtheneat

Weallclosedoureyes..



MTHUNZI

Aker:ThelasttimeIfoughtherinherterritoryI

lost

Me:Isee,Sowhat?Wewaitforhertocometo

us?

Aker:No..Thatwon'tbenecessary.Thistime

wedotheunexpected,Gotoher

Me:Howisthatgoingtohelp?

Aker:Thekeytowinningistoinjurethevessel,

Shewillbeforcedtoejectherselffrom Titi.

Unlikeme,Shecan'tuseavesselthat'snomore



Me:Idon'tthinkTierawillgiveupthateasy

Aker:Wehitthatonewhereithurtsthemost

Me:Senzo?

Aker:WekillSenzoandgettoTiti,Thenwekill

Titiandeveryonewins

Me:Everyonewins?Whatdoyouwin?

Aker:IwillcapturetheDalla,Trapherinthe

samebottlesheusedandthesamecavethen

I'llhavecompletecontroloftheZikhalivillage..

I'llruleit!!WhentheQueenisdown,Theother

Guardianswillbowdowntome

.



Tobecontinued
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QUEENHLOMUKA

Ireceivedacallfrom someoneIneverthought

wouldkeepcontact,Notafterhowthingswent

downbetweenallofus.ItwasKholi'sFather..

Him:MyDaughterseemshappywithyou,I've

seenherbeinghighlytalkedabout

Me:Kholisiweisaverylovelygirlandvery

respectful.It'snoteverydaypeoplecoming

togetherinanarrangedmarriageendloving



eachother,LikehowMthunziandKholilove

eachother.Ihavenodoubtthatshewillmakea

goodQueen.Inorderforthattohappen,Both

familieshavetobeinsupportsoboth

ancestorscanstrengthentheirmarriage

Him:Understood,Iam stillnothappyforwhat

Mthunzidid

Me:From whereI'm standing,Bothofyou

disrespectedeachotherinaway.Iwould

greatlyappreciateitifbothofyoucangetpass

it

Him:I'm willingtoo,AslongasyourSonis

willingtoapologisetoo

Me:I'lltalktohim,Thankyouforseeingreason



Him:Likealways

MTHUNZI

I'vebeenwaitingforthismoment,Allthewhile

whenwewereout.Ienjoyedourbreakfast

together,AndShelookedstunning.Shelooked

sexy,Andthissexualappealthatwasdifficult

toignore..

Shegrabbedonmyt-shirtaswecontinued

kissing.Pinnedagainstthewall,Withherleg

highaboveatthelevelofmywaist.Thedress

wastooexpensivetotearitup,Shehadtakenit

out..Ijustwantedtogetdeepinsideofher,And

possiblyfuckherforthewholeremainderofthe

day.Sheunbuttonedmyshirt,Itookitoff.Ilet



goofherleg,ShecroucheddownasIstepped

backalittle.Unbuckledmybelt,Unbuttoned

andunzippedmypantsthenpulledthem down.

Shealsopulleddownmybriefs,Iwasalready

hardasshedidthat.Sheplacedbothherhands

onmythighsandopenedhermouthtotakeit

in...

QUEENLUTHANDO

Iwon'tlie,IwasveryembarrassedbyManqoba

notshowingupforlunch.Iwastherealoneand

theQuestionsthrownmyway,Ididn'tknowhow

toanswersomeofthem..

HewasstandingbythewindowasIwalkedin,I

closedthedoor..



Me:Itwasalovelygettogetherlunch.Itwas

niceseeingQondisiweagainafterallthese

years.She'swillingtohelpusandhelpSenzo

too

Nqoba:That'sgood

Hesaidthatwithhisbackstillfacingme..

Me:Areyouavoidingher?

Heturnedbackandlookedatme,Holdinga

glassofwhiskey..

Me:Itwasembarrassingonmypart,And

Qondisiwetalkedmedownbecauseshethinks

myhusbandisavoidingherbecauseofthelove



ya'lloncesharedtogetherwhenshewasstill

human

Heplacedtheglassdown..

Nqoba:That'sridiculous,Itwasalongtimeago

Me:Thenwhydidn'tyoushowuptohavelunch

withus?

Nqoba:Ihadtorunanimportanterrand

Me:Bullshit!!!!!

Helookedatme..



Nqoba:Ifyouwannaaccusemeofsomething

atleastletitbesomeonewhowon'tgobackto

theriverwhenallthisisdone.Qondisiwe

cannotpossiblybeathreattoyou

Me:She'snotathreattome

Nqoba:Thenwhyarewehavingthisdiscussion?

Me:Ihopeyouwilljoinusfordinner

Nqoba:Iwouldn'tmissit

CEBISILE

Wewerestillsittingatthedinningtable,Just

havingsomedrinksandsnackswhile



Qondisiwetalkedaboutherlifeasahuman.

Senzo:Ithoughtyouwereaspiritualbeing

Qondi:Ohhno..Iwasbornjustlikeeveryone

else,IexistedinthefleshIhadaMotherand

Sisters.Idated.

Me:Whatchanged?

Qondi:IwaschosentobetheGuardianofthe

riverandatsomepoint,Ihadtoacceptmyfate.

Godowntotheriverandguardit

Ella:Soyoudied?

Qondi:WhenIwentin,IdiedsoIcouldexist



spirituallyastheDalla

Senzo:Funeral?

Me:No..Mybonesandthebonesofthe

previousGuardiansliedeepunderneaththe

river,That'swhytheysaythere'slifeunderneath

thatriver

Ella:Hecticstaff

Me:It'samazing

Qondi:Sotomorrowweleaving?

Ella:Veryearlyinthemorning



Qondi:Ishouldthengetsomerest

Me:Yousleep?

Qondi:I'm inahumanform,YesIdosleep

Senzo:I'llwalkyoutotheroom

Qondi:Aren'tyousweet

Shegotup..

Qondi:I'llseeyouguysatdinnertime

Senzowalkedhertotheroom...



Iyawned..

Ella:Youalsowannasleep?

Me:Yaamaybeforafewminutes

Ella:Let'sgo

MTHUNZI

Iwassittingonthebed,Mybackleaning

againstthewall.Bigpillowbehindme

supportingmyback..

Akerwasontopofme,Slidingherselfdownon



me.Icouldfeelthewetnessandwarmthofher

coochie.Itwasanicefeeling,Adamngood

one..Iplacedmyhandsonherwaist,Andshe

leanedovertomealittlewithbothherhands

balancingonmyshoulders..Shewentupand

downonme,Firststartingslowthenincreasing

herpace.Themoresheincreasedherpace,The

morehermoansgotloudandshedughernails

onmyshoulders...

CEBISILE

Myphonerang..Ilookedatit,ItwasConnie.

Ellawasabouttotakeashower..

Ella:Whoisit?



Me:MySister

Ella:Younotgonnapickup?

Me:No..She'sprobablygoingtobeswearingat

me,I'm notupfordramaandinsults

Myphonerangagain..

Ella:Couldbeimportant

Ianswered..

Me:Connie?

Shewassniffing..



Me:Connie?Whatisit?

Connie:Youwereright

Me:About?

Connie:Hegotarrestedyesterday,Forrape

Me:What?

Connie:Heisamonster,Ishould'vebelieved

you.Herapeda15yearold,Ahighschoolkid!

Hewasdatingherandthensleptwithher,Her

Parentsfoundoutandreportedhim for

statutoryrape



Me:Ohhmyword

Connie:Morevictimsarecomingafterthestory

brokeoutonFacebook

Me:Wow

Connie:Ifthevictimshaveproofagainsthim,

Hewillspendalongtimeinjail.I'm sorry,I

should'vebelievedyou

Me:It'sokay..It'sokay,I'm notaroundnowbut

comingbacktomorrowI'llcomeandseeyou

Connie:Ifeellikeshitfornotbelievingyou,My

ownSister



Me:It'sokay..Let'sgetoverit,Just..Don'tdo

anythingokay?I'llcallyouagainlater

QONDISIWE

Ihandedhim backthephone..

Me:Wellweneedtodoitbeforetheyget

marriedwhilstAkerisstillinKholi'sbody

Senzo:What'sgoingtohappenifhemarries

Aker?

Me:Thewholekingdom willsolelybeunderthe

influenceofdarkness,Themasseswillbe

influencedtoo.AlreadytheAkeriscapturing

thousandssincenowshe'strending



Senzo:Thankyoufordoingthis

Me:OhhnoI'm notentirelydoingthisforyou,

I'm doingitbecauseit'smyresponsibilityto

keepAkerawayfrom thisearth

Senzo:Eitherway,Thankyou

Me:Areyouready?

Senzo:Dowehaveachoice

Me:Wedon't

.

Tobecontinued
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AKER

Iwokeupthenextmorning,From anallnight

sexsessionwithMthunzi.Hewasn'tbad,Buthe

couldn'tmatchupmyenergy.Exactlyafter3

roundshewastiredandwantedtorestbefore

resumingagain..

Iwalkeddownthestairstoafullyprepared

breakfastbuffet,Mthunziwasbusywalking

behindtheRoyalchefsmakingsurethatthey

goteverythingright..



Me:Goodmorning

Mthunzi:Youwokeupjustintimeforbreakfast

Hecameandheldmyhand,Thenkissedit.

Leadingmetothepreparedtable..

HeopenedthechairformeandIsatdown,He

kissedmeonmycheek..

Me:Aren'tyousweet?

Iknowforafactthatafterlastnight,Hehas

fallenforme.I'm thePriestessofthedarkworld,

Wethriveonlust.Hesatoppositeme



Me:Nooneisjoiningus?

Mthunzi:No..JustyouandI,Mom andSom

wenttotown

Me:Isee..Thisislovely

Mthunzi:Iwashopingtodiscusssomething

withyou

Me:Soundsserious

Mthunzi:Itis

Ilookedathim...



Mthunzi:Iwannamarryyou,Mom saysyourFa..

ImeanKholi'sfatherisreadytomakepeace,

Nowwecanproceed

Me:Ithoughtthatyou'llwaituntilKholiisback,

Shedeservestoseeherwedding

Mthunzi:Itdoesn'tmatter,Youtwoareone

Me:Isupposeso

Mthunzi:Socanwestartplanning?

Me:Yes

Mthunzi:Thankyou



Inmytimeasahumanbeing,Iwasnotso

fortunatetoexperiencelove.Yes,Althoughwe

aredarkbutwedoloveromantically.Mthunziis

allthatIwantedwhenIwasahuman,Itoo..

OncefellinlovewithaPrincethatrejectedme,

Mthunzirewritinghiswrongsmakesthe

momentworthit..

QONDISIWE

IwaspackingwhenIheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

Manqobawalkedin,Senzowasinthebathroom.

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor,Weboth

lookedateachotherforafewsecondswithout



sayinganything..

Nqoba:Iwantedtoseeyoubeforeyouleft

Me:Iwantedtoseeyoutoo

Hecamecloser..

Me:Youallgrown

Nqoba:It'sbeenyears

Me:Ofcourse

Nqoba:Andyouhaven'tagedabit,Icansee

youthroughher



Me:I'm aSpiritualbeing

Nqoba:Iwasn'tavoidingyou,Justthat..

Me:There'salotthathappenedinthepast

Iwalkeduptohim..Iplacedmyhandonhis

cheek..

Me:I'm proudofyou,You'vedonewellfor

yourself

Nqoba:Itried

Heplacedhishandonmineandthesparkin



oureyesreflected.Iam inahumanbody,With

realhumanfeelings..

Hemovedmoreclosertome,Andplacedhis

handaroundmywaist..

Wesharedakiss,Onepassionatekiss.

Thelovewehadforeachotheronceatime,

Wasrekindledbythismoment..

Wecontinuedkissingwithoutanycareinthe

world,Hewasgettingcomfortablethathe

movedhishandsdowntomybuttandgrabbed

it...

Senzo:SorryItooks-



Webrokethekissandseparatedfrom each

other..

Senzo:Tooksolong

Manqobaclearedhisthroat..

Nqoba:I'llleaveyoutofinish,I'llseeyouwhen

youguysleave

Hewalkedout.Senzohadatowelwrapped

aroundhislowerbody.Hewasstillwet..

Senzo:Whatjusthappened?



Me:Nothing..Ipackedallourthings,Wenot

forgettinganythingexceptforyourtoiletries

Senzo:Isawwhathappened

Me:Justforgetaboutit

Senzo:YouinmyGirlfriend'sbodycanwe

pleasetrytorespectthat?

Me:IknowSenzo

Senzo:Idon'tthinkyouknow,Becauseifyou

knewthenyouwouldn'thavekissedtheKing.

Whobythewayismarried!!

Me:Canyoukeepyourvoicedown?



Senzo:Let'sgetoutofherebeforeyouactually

sleepwithhim inmygirlfriend'sbody!!

CEBISILE

Mylegswerewrappedaroundherneck,She

buriedherfaceonmycoochie.Shewastickling

myclitwiththetipofhertongueasherfinger

wasdeepinside..

Soakingwet,Shegentlypushedinanother

finger..

Me:Awww

Bothfingersweredeepinsidemysoakedup



coochie..

Shecontinuedandthepleasureintensified,She

washittingtherightspotinsidemycoochie..I

hadafirm griponherhair..

Asshecontinued,Thepleasureincreasedmore.

Iforcedtoclosemylegs,Butsheusedher

otherhandtoseparateonefrom theother..

Me:Ohhhhhhmygoodness!!

Sexisgoodbothwhenshe'susingherhandsor

astrap.Mybeingbisexual,Ienjoybothworlds.

Tosatisfyme,Wehadtogetastraptoobutwe

didn'tbringitalongwithus..



Idon'tknowhowshemanagestohitmyg-spot

allthetimeandmakemesquirt,Butshedid.It's

veryintense,Thepleasureincreases3timesas

youconstantlyrelease.

Mylegswereshaking,AndIcouldn'tholdback

mymoans..

Shestoppedsuckingmyclit,Cameupwithher

twofingersstillburieddeepinsideofme.Still

hittingmyg-spot..

AKER

Mthunzi:Enjoying?

Me:Yes..It'sdelicious.Thechefsreallyknow



theirwayaroundthekitchen

Mthunzi:I'm glad,Would'vemademelooklikea

foolifyoudidn'tenjoy

Me:Youcan'tbeoffendedwhenyounotthe

onewhopreparedthemeal

Mthunzi:Iaskedforittobepreparedthough

Me:Iunderstandyourpoint

Heyawned..

Me:Areyouokay?



Mthunzi:Yeahjusttired

Me:Youshouldrest..How'syourdick?

Helookedatme..

Me:feelingpain?

Mthunzi:Justalittle,Ithinkitwashowyoudid

yourwomanontop.Reallyworkedme

Me:I'lltrytobemoregentle

Mthunzi:Noit'sfine,Ilikeyoursexualhunger

Me:You'llgetusedtoit



Mthunzi:YeahIwill

QONDISIWE

IwalkedtoCebiandElla'sroom,BeforeIcould

knockIheardmoans.Sexualmoans.

Iforfeitrdandwentbacktomyroom..

Me:Seemslikewehavetowaitforatleast

5min

Senzo:Why?Theystillsleeping?

Me:Notheyare..Theyarepleasingeachother



sexually

Senzo:Ohw

Me:Maybewecangohavebreakfast,They'll

findusdown

Senzo:YaaIthinksotoo

Me:Wewillgethomedon'tworry

Senzo:I'm notworried,There'salothappening

hereandIjustwannagethome

Me:Iunderstandthesexualfrustrationonyour

side,IpromisethatyouandTitiwillenjoyeach

othersexually.EspeciallynowsinceI'vehealed



her

Senzo:Sothat'sreal?

Me:YesitisIwouldn'thavebeenableto

occupyherbodywithouthealingherfirst

Hesatdown..

Senzo:Soafterthis,She'llbenegative?

Me:Yes

Hesmiledandputhishandsonhismouth.

Senzo:Likeshewillleaveallherremaining



yearsfreefrom thevirus,Wecanhavekids

withoutanyworries?

Me:Yes

Senzo:Wow..NotthatIlovedheranyless,But

thankyou.Thankyouforthis

Me:It'stheleastIcoulddo

AKER

Mthunzi:Weneedtosetadateforthis

weekendornextforthenegotiationstostart

andthetraditionalwedding

Me:Iforgot..Youguysdon'tactuallydowhite



weddings

Mthunzi:No..Aroyaltraditionalweddingonly,

Takingplaceonthegroom'ssideofthefamily.

Wecandolobalathisweekend,Thennext

weekendthewedding

Me:Whydon'tthenegotiationsbeSaturday

thentheofficialweddingcanbenextweekend

Mthunzi:Soundslikeaplan

Me:killingtwobirdswithonestone

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE

Wewereatleasttwohoursontheroadbynow.

Wehadtostopsomewhereatagaragefor

refreshments,Andabathroom break..

Senzostoodabitfarawaytosmoke..

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Hey

Iputmyhandonhisback..



Heturnedandlookedatme,Puffingoutsmoke..

Me:Lookwhatyousawbackthere..

Senzo:It'snoneofmybusiness,AndIdon't

evenwannagetinvolved

Me:Youdon'thavefaithinme

Senzo:Youjustlackselfcontrol,Forasupreme

being..Iexpectedadifferentoutcome

Me:Yourfeelingsarevalidbutyouforgetting

onething.Thefightforthethrone,Isnotmy

fight,I'm heretotakeAkerbackwhereshe

belongs.I'm onlyhelpingyoubecauseI'm



rentingyourgirlfriend'sbody..Youhavenot

seenwhatI'veseen,Youhavenotbeenthrough

whatI'vebeenthrough.Forsomeonewhohas

hadtheirownfairshareofstruggles,Youquick

tojudge

Senzo:Mylifedependsonthisthrone,Iloseit.I

loseeverything

Me:Andhavealittlebitoffaiththen

Senzo:We'llsee

IwalkedbacktoCebisile..

Cebi:Iseverythingokay?



Me:Everythingisokay

Cebi:Okay

Shewasallsmiles..

Me:Youseem overlyhappy

Cebi:It'sabeautifulday,Mysisterisreadyto

makepeacewithme.Ihavealltheright

reasonstobehappy

Me:Ofcourse

IsawEllacomingoutwiththerefreshments..



Me:Andlove

Cebi:I'm sorry?

Me:Loveshouldalsobeanotherreason

Cebi:Ofcourse

Ella:Herearetherefreshments

AKER

KingLushakawasflyingdownheretothe

village,Sowecouldtalkaboutthemarriage

situation..



Mthunzi:Doyouknoweverythingabouthim?

Me:Iknowthingsabouthim thatnooneelse

knowssweetie

Mthunzi:Justmakingsure

Me:RelaxIgotthis

Itouchedhishornnecklace..

Me:MayIborrowthis?

Mthunzi:Whatfor?

Me:Tocurseit



Mthunzi:Why?

Me:Youdidsaythatyouwantmetoprove

myself,AndIwill

Hetookitoutandhandedittome..

Me:I'llgiveyoubackmaybeafter5days

Mthunzi:Whatareyougoingtodowithit?

Me:CurseSenzo

Mthunzi:Huh?



Me:Don'tworry..I'llbringitbacksoon

QONDISIWE

Idrankthebottleofwater,Senzocametome..

Senzo:Hey

Me:Senzo

Senzo:Ijustwannaapologiseforearlier

Me:Havenofear

Senzo:Honestlyspeaking..I'm scared



Iturnedtotherightandlookedathim..

Me:It'salrighttobesc-

Ilookedathishornnecklace..

Me:Givemethat

Senzo:What?

Me:Yourhornnecklace,Giveittome

Senzo:Why?

Me:Justtrustme



Hetookitoutandhandedittome,Iputit

aroundmyneck..

Senzo:Anyreason?

Me:AkerisgoingtouseyourBrother'shorn

necklacetocurseyou,It'swhatconnectsboth

ofyou

Senzo:Soit'sstarting?

Me:Ohhno..Itlongstarted

Senzo:SoMthunziisreallystoppingatnothing

Me:Stoppingatnothingatall



Ella:Guyslet'sgo

AKER

Ilookedatit..

Me:DamnyouDalla!!Youslygoddessoflight!!

Som:Whatisit?

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:It'snothingthatconcernsyou

Som:Howareyousettlingin?



Me:Whatthefuckdoyouwant?

Som:HermajestyI'veadmiredyoufrom since

whenIfirststartedworkingwithdarkmagic,It'll

beanhonourtomeifyoucouldblessmesoI'll

beabletobeadiplomaticwitch

Me:Youcanneverbeadiplomaticwitchevenif

youtried!!,You'llneverbeaSomandlakazi.You

arenotfrom thatbloodline

Som:ButIcantryandlearnifyouhelpme

Me:Tryandlearn?Idon'thavetimefor

amartures..Nowifyou'llexcuseme,Ihavealot

ofworktodo



QONDISIWE

Itookitoffwhilstwewereinthecar....

Me:Here

Senzo:It'ssafenow?

Me:Yes

Senzo:Thankyou

Me:Ellaareyoureadytofightalongsidewith

me?DefeattheAker?



Ella:Thatstillstands?

Me:Yes

Ella:I'm readyforanything

Me:Goodbecausewhenwegethome,Ourfate

willbetested.Ourliveswon'tbethesameafter

this,Atleastnotforyouguys.I'm hopingIwon't

loseanyoneofyouduringthisfight

.
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SENZO

WefinallyarrivedinGauteng,Theyfirstdropped

meoffathome.Iwastiredandwantedtorest.

TheZikhalivillageisawonderfulplace.The

kingandQueenthereareverylovingpeople,

AndIam soblessedtohavemetthem both..

SomethingstrangehappenedwhenIwasinmy

bedroom,Tryingtorest.Mybackwashurting,

ThesameareawhereIhavethebirthmark.I

tookoffmyt-shirtandchecked,It'sdarkin

colourbutithadturnedred.Redandswollen.

Youknowwhenyouhavebeenboiledbywater

andyougetthosebubbles,That'sexactlywhat

wasonmyback..



Ithrewmyt-shirtawayanditlandedrightinside

thewashingbasket..

Ithenthewmyselfonthebed,Layingonmy

tummyasthepainsshotthrough..

AKER

Iblewouttheashesinthewaterpond,The

waterpondoutsideinthemiddleoftheyard.

Thefrontentrance..

Mthunzi:Babe

Ilookedathim..

Mthunzi:Whatareyoudoing?



Hewalkeduptome..

Mthunzi:Whatareyoudoing?Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good

HelookedatthelittlesliverplatethatIwas

holdingwhichwascarvedwithancientsorcery..

Me:Myfatherissaidtobeonhiswayfrom the

airport,Ishouldgetready

Mthunzi:Yeahthat'swhyIwascallingyou

Iwalkedoverandputmyhandonhisshoulder..



Me:Alliswell,Trustme

Mthunzi:Ishouldgopreparemyselftoo

Hegrabbedonmyass..

Me:OhhIknowthattypeofgettingprepared

QONDISIWE

Nolithawaspreparingdinner.CebiandElla

wentouttoseeCebi'ssister..

Me:Itsmellsnice



Noli:Afamilyfavoritedish

Me:Ican'twaittotaste

Shelookedatme..

Noli:It'sdifficultacceptingthatyounotmy

Daughter,Titihastastedthisdishmanytimes

Me:Iam sorryforcausingsomuchconfusion

Noli:It'snotyourfault,Alothasbeen

happeningwiththisfamilysometimesIforget

wenotanormalfamily

Me:Notnormalbutblessed



Noli:IheardthatyouhealedTiti,Ican'tthank

youenough.It'sbeensomethingthathasbeen

apaintoherformanyyears

Me:Iunderstand,ThegraceofGodisalways

sufficient

Noli:Haikeyoucantaketheplatestothe

dinningtable

Me:Noproblem

Ipickeduptheplatesandwalkedtotheliving

room toplacetheplatesonthetable..

CEBISILE



Thehousewasamesswhenwegotthere,

Untidy.BottlesofGordon'sfrom thekitchen

leadingtothelounge.Wegotthere,Andshe

wassittingatthecorneroftheroom witha

bottleofGordon'sinherhand.Mascarahadrun

downherfacemixedwithtears..

Me:Connie

Shelookedupatme..

Connie:Cebi

Me:Yes..It'sme

Shetriedtogetupfrom thefloor,Shewasstill



drunk.Shestumbledherwaytome..

Imetherhalfway,Andhuggedhertight..

Me:It'sokay..I'm here

Shecriedonmyshoulder...

Me:It'sokay

Ellastartedtopickupthebottlesonthefloor..

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay,Ipromiseyou

Connie:I'm sorry..I'm sosorry



Me:It'sokay..

Itriedtofightbackmyowntears..

QONDISIWE

Myphonerang.Itwasanunsavednumber.

Me:Hello?

Voice:Titi..It'sme,Mimi..Mthunzi'smother

Me:Hi..Areyouokay?

Mimi:No..IwalkedinMthunzi'sroom tocheck

uponhim,Bringhim somethingtoeat.He's



layingonthebedfacedown,Hisnotwakingup

andhisbirthmark.Somethingiswrongwithit

Me:Okayuhm..Trytocalm down

Mimi:Ican'tcalm down,Whathappenedtomy

Son?WhathappenedtoSenzoatthevillage?

Me:OkayI'm comingpleasecalm down

Ihungup..

IwenttoNolitha..

Me:Wehavetogo



Noli:Gowhere?

Me:Senzo'splace

Noli:I'm cooking

Me:It'simportant

Noli:Uhm..

Shelookedaround..

Noli:Can'tyoucallEllaorsomething?

Me:Kuyaphuthuma(It'surgent)



Noli:Alrightletmeturnofftheoven,Thenwe

cango

AKER

Wewerenowprepared.Westoodbythedoor,

Attheporchtowelcomehim.Thecarsdrovein,

MthunziwasnervousIcouldseeitinhiseyes..

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay

Thecarsparked,Theylethim out.People

startedululatingandsayingtheclannamesto

welcomehim..

Hewalkeduptousandstoodinfrontofus..



Queen:KingLushaba

King:QueenHlomuka

Mthunzi:King

King:King

Me:Daddy

Iwentuptohim andhuggedhim..

Me:I'm sohappythatyouhere,Thankyoufor

coming

Webrokethehug..



King:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:TheHlomukafamilytookgoodcareofme,

Butsinceourlastfight..Ithasn'tbeeneasyon

me

King:IunderstandandI'm heretomakethings

right

Me:Thankyou

Queen:Let'sgoinside

Wewentinside...



ELLA

Me:Whathappened?

Mom:I'm notsurebutI'm notdonecooking,Get

rollswhenyouguysheadbackhome

Me:Okay

Mom:Alreadypreparedgreensaladforallofus

Me:JustwhatsappeverythingthatIshouldget

Mom:Okay

Me:Okay,I'llhearfrom youguyswhenyouget



back

Mom:Okay

QONDISIWE

WefinallyarrivedandMimiletusin..

Me:Whereishe?

Mimi:Upstairs

Wefollowedherupstairstohisbedroom.

Indeedhewaslayingonthebed..

Mimi:Ididn'twannamovehim norturnhim



Me:Youdidalright

Iplacedmyhandsonhisback..

Me:Ancientsorcery

Mimi:What?

Me:It'stheworksofAker

Mimi:What'sgoingon?

Noli:Youcanhelphim right?

Me:Unfortunatelyno..It'sadefeatingspell,Can



onlybereversedwhenIdefeatAker

Mimi:MySonisgoingtodie?

Me:IfIdon'tshowuponherbattleground..

Unfortunatelyyes

Mimi:OhhmyGod

Noli:Let'snotoverreact,I'm surethere's

somethingthatcanbedone

Me:Whatcanbedoneistokeephim

comfortable,Untilthebattleisover.Ifhe'snot

strongenough,Hewilldieandthethronewon't

besaved



Mimisankdowntothefloorcrying..

Nolithathrewherbagonthefloorandcameto

me,Shegrabbedmyarm..

Noli:Inmyfamilywedon'tgiveup,Wefacethe

enemyheadon..SoI'm goingtoaskyouthis..

Whatdowedo??

.
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QONDISIWE



Iwaswalkingupanddown,Theonlythingwe

candofornowistokeephim comfortable.

Prolonghisuntimelydeath.TitiandIweareone,

JustbecauseI'vetakenoverdoesn'tmean

she'sdead.She'sjustinactive.Shesees

everythingthat'shappeningthroughmyeyes..

Mimihadtobestrong,There'snothingIcantry

tohealhim..Thisisasummoningspell,The

defeatingspell.Whatwitchesturntoowhen

theytrytogetyouintheirterritory.Thisishow

Akerissummoningme..

Noli:Youhaven'ttriedtohealhim

Me:Itwon'twork



Mimi:Howdoyouknowwhenyouhaven'ttried?

Me:IfItry,I'llstrainhim more

Mimi:Try

Isighed..

Me:Fine

Irubbedmyhandstogether,Andputmyhand

onhisforehead.Myhealingpowersonly

bouncedbackandcausedhim morepain..

Me:See



Noli:Helpmeunderstandsomething,Howare

younotabletohealhim?

Me:It'snotthatunable,Tohealhim I'llhaveto

fighttheAkerandwhatwasdonetohim willbe

reversed

Noli:Sowhatnow?

Isatonthebed..

Me:I'llhavetogotoher,Idon'thaveachoice

Noli:Yousoundconfidentnot

Me:She'ssummoningmeintoherterritory,You

don'tfightanenemyintheirterritory.Youdrag



them toyours

Mimi:Meaningyougonnalose?

Me:Meaningshe'llhavemoreadvantage,Her

battlegroundisfullyprotectedbyherforces.I'll

befightinganallaroundbattle,Weaponsleft

andright

Mimi:Whenareyougoingtogo?

Me:Assoonaspossible

Ilookedathim..

Me:Itshouldbesoon



ELLA

Wearrivedathomecarryingeverythingthatmy

Motherhadinstructedmetoget.

CebiwasstillworriedaboutherSister,Ihad

toldhertostay.Shedidn'twanttoo,Ithink

there'sstillthatpaindeepinsideofher.Ofher

Sisterbetrayingher..

That'sthethingaboutPeople.Theydon't

understandhowpainfulbetrayalis,It'snot

somethingthatyougetoverinamatteroffew

hoursorafewdays.Cebi'sworldfellapart

immediatelywhenherSisterputherout.She

stillhasthatthingatthebackofhermindthatif

Iwasn'there,Wherewasshegoingtogo..



Me:It'sokaytobethereforyoursister

Cebi:It'sherpain,She'stheonlyonewho

understandsitbetterthananyoneelse.My

beingthereforherwon'thelpifshedoesn't

wanttoacceptandheal.Connieneedsto

understandthatshebroughtthisonherself,

Shetrustedasnake

Me:It'snotlikesheknew

Cebi:Hedidn'tbecomeevilovernight.There's

alwaysredflagsandshechosetoignoreher

Me:Babe



Cebi:Senzoisneardeath,Weshouldbe

concentratingonthatmore

Me:Finethen

MTHUNZI

KingLushabaandI,Wewereoutsidesmoking..

Hehadhissmokingpipe..

King:Ihearyou

Me:IfpossibleI'dlikeforustostartsoon,Even

thiscomingweekend

King:Doesn'titseem likeashortnotice?



Me:Kholihasbeenwithusforawhile,Her

dignityhastoberespected.We'vedelayedher

forfartoolong

King:Seenow..Wewillgetalongverywell

Me:Thankyou,AndI'm verysorryforhow

thingsendedbetweenus

King:I'm justgladyoutreatmyDaughterwell,

Andyouhavedecidedtocomebackintoyour

senses.Ishallhonouryourrequest,Solongyou

sendusaletterthisweek.Accompaniedby

maleelders

Me:I'lldothatMyLord



Weexchangedahandshake...

QONDISIWE

Isearchedthroughthewater.Waterinabasin.

Akeristraditionallyandrespectfullysobeing

takenasMthunzi'swife..

Iretracedmyhand..

Me:Thisweekend

Noli:What'sspecialaboutthisweekend

Me:She'smeanttogetmarried.Herenergywill



bedistorted

Noli:Doesthatworkonyourbehalf?

Me:Verymuch

IlookedatSenzo..

Me:Justholdonalittlelonger,Thebattleshall

beworn.

.
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QONDISIWE

IgaveMimisomeprivacyasshecleanedupher

Son,Hehadaninvoluntarybladderincident.He

wasbreathingyes,Buthewasn'twakingup..

Ellawashere..

Ella:What'sspecialaboutthisspell?

Me:It'sasummoningspell,Onewouldexpect

hertouseitasthelastresort.Notthisfast

Ella:There'snowayofbreakingit?



Me:Absolutelynot,Tobreakitwouldbeto

defeather.WhenIdo,Thespellwillbereversed

Ella:Whenareweleaving?

Me:Assoonastomorrowmorning

Ella:Titihadavision,Adifferentvisionfrom

what'shappening

Me:Titi'svisionwasforetellingSenzo'sincident,

AkerusedSenzo'sbirthmarktohurthim

Ellashookherhead..

Me:Ellathisfightcangoeitheror



Ella:Whateverhappens,Titicannotdieandyou

notbeingexpelledoutofherbodywithoutfirst

defeatingAker

Me:ThenI'm goingtoneedyourhelp

Ella:Yes?

Me:Iwon'tbefightingAkeralone,There's

Somandlakazitoo.YouaretokilltheQueenso

shedoesn'tmanifestthespiritofSomandlakazi

Ella:Waitwhat?

Me:TheQueenistherealSomandlakazi



Ella:How?

Me:Longstory,Butshe'sagenerationofthe

Somandlakazibloodline

Ella:Itrustyou,AndItrustyouhavemyback

justashowI'llhaveyours

Me:I'llhaveyourback

Istretchedmyhandouttoher..

Wesealeditwithahandshake...

SENZO



Despitethehoaxputonme,Butmyspiritual

beingwassafewithmyancestors.Withthe

hoaxstillonmyphysical,Myspiritwas

protectedfrom beingcaptured..

Iwasintheworldofmyancestors,Forthevery

firsttimeImetmyfather..

Dad:Senzo,Notanidealwaytomeet

HewaswearinglikeaKing,Hadaleopardskin

overhisshoulder..Aleopardskinroyalhat...

Me:Am Igoingtodie?

Dad:Deathisjustastateofmind,Onlythe

physicaldiesbutyourtruenaturecontinueson



Me:Am Idead?

Dad:No..

Me:Am Igoingtodie?

Dad:Thatisratheracomplicatedquestionto

answer

Me:Irefusetodie,Atleastnotunderthese

circumstances

Dad:Deathhasnotimeframe,That'swhywe

don'tknowwhenwegoingtodie



Me:It'llbefailureonyourpart.Youhavefailed

meallmylife,Younowfailingmeagain

Dad:Ididfailyou.Thebiggestfailurewasmy

marryingawomanthatIdidn'tknowwasa

witch.Sheputsomethinginmygrave,To

preventmefrom gettingclosertoyousoIcould

helpyou.Sheknewaboutyou,Waybeforeyou

mether.YouweretheSonthatstoodin

betweenherandthethrone,That'swhythe

wrongSonsucceededme

Me:HeisthewrongSontobeaKing

Dad:No..HeisthewrongSonbecausehe'snot

mySon

Me:What?



Dad:He'snotmySonandhe'sdefinitelynot

yourMother'sSon,Ionlyhadonechildwith

Mimi.You,MthunziandAmahlearetheQueen's

biologicalchildren

Me:Wait..Mom swearsbyMthunzi

Dad:Mom swearsbyMthunzibecauseshe

didn'thaveachoice.Shewasemotional

blackmailed,Promisedtobekilled

Me:Idon'tunderstand,Why?WhydidtheQueen

lie?

Dad:BecauseMthunziisKingLushaba'sSon



Me:Whaaaaaaat??

Dad:Iknewhim andSomandlakaziwere

conspiringtotakemythronefrom me.King

LushabaandQueenHlomukafoundtohave

committedadulteryisasinpunishablebydeath.

IhadtodiebeforeIhadthem killed

Me:SoMthunziissleepingwithhisSister?

Dad:KholisiwewasadoptedbytheKing

Me:What'shappening?

Dad:Thiswasplannedfrom theT.Kholisiwe

wasadoptedbecauseTheQueenandtheKing

wantedtokeepthekingdom closeby,Hence



whythearrangedmarriage

Thiswasshitsurprising....

AKER

IwalkedinontheQueendrinkingwhiskey..

Me:Alcoholism hasneverbeenagood

substitutetodealwithyoursecrets

Sheputtheglassdown..

Me:AreyouevergoingtotellMthunzithetruth?

Queen:MySonknowsthathisFatherwasKing



HlomukaandhisMotherisMimi.MySon

knowsthathisfatherpassedon,AndmySon

knowsthathehastheHlomukaroyalblood

Me:Onceuponatime,AcertainQueenwas

marriedtoaKing.Shehadanaffairandtwo

childrenfrom thataffair.Shehideshershame

byconspiringwithherlovertokillherhusband

whobythewayfoundoutthetruthandwas

readytohavethem killed.Thesamegreedy

QueenthenconvincesherLovertoadoptan

orphan,Brainwashhersothatshecouldmarry

Mthunziandthekingdom willbesafe

Shesmiledandpickeduptheglassfrom the

table,Shegulpeddownthewhiskey.

Queen:YouareheretohelpuswithSenzo,Not

forwhatyoutellingme



Me:Truethat

Queen:WearethesameyouandI,Wedon't

betrayeachother

Me:Noneofmybusiness

Queen:Good!

QONDISIWE

Mimi:And?

Me:He'ssafe



Mimi:Inwhatway?

Me:He'sancestorsareprotectinghim

Itookmyhandoffhisforehead..

Mimi:Don'ttellmemySonisgoingtodie

Me:Anddon'tstandthereactingallinnocent

Mimi:Excuseme?

Me:Iknow

Mimi:Knowwhat?



Me:YoubetrayedSenzo,Lovedachildmore

thatwasn'tyoursandturnedonyourown.You

knewwhatwashappeningandyouletithappen

Mimi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Noliwalkedin..

Noli:Ishouldleave,Myhusbandwillbehome

soon...Areyouguysgoingtobeokay?

Mimi:Yesandthankyou

Noli:Youwelcome

Sheleftus..



Me:Praythathisfatherdoesn'ttellhim the

truth,Hewillhateyou

Iwalkedout..

Me:I'm goingtomakehim aherbthatwillhelp

hisfragilebodygainstrength

MTHUNZI

King:Youknow..Youareyourfather'sSon

Me:Excuseme?

King:Stubbornandhardheaded



Me:SoI'vebeentold

King:It'shardgettingwellwithyourreplica

Me:Excuseme?Ididn'tgetthat?

King:Isaidit'shardto..Itwould'vebeenhard

foryoutwotogetalongconsideringyouare

bothstubborn

Me:Maybe

King:Hewould'vebeenproudofyou

Me:Ihopeheis,Ihopehe'sproudoftheKing



thatIam

King:Metoo

.
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QONDISIWE

Itwasdarkoutside,AndIwasstandingbythe

pool.SinceIam aGuardianofthewaters,The

poolreactedtomypresence.



Thewaterwasbusymovingandmakinga

sound,Itwascalm waters.Signifyingthateven

atthevillagethere'speaceintheriver.

Nka:Goodevening

Me:Goodevening

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Nka:Wehaven'tbeenformallyintroduced,I'm

prophetNka

Hestretchedhishandouttome..Ilookedathis

hand,Heretracteditback..

Nka:I'veheardalotaboutyou,Honestly



speakingIthoughtyouwerejustatale

Me:Idon'tblameyou,ManypeoplethinkthatI

am ataleand..Forsomeonegiftedlikeyou,I'd

expectyoutoknowthatIdoexistforreal

Nka:ForgiveMe,Ifthatcameacrossasan

offence

Me:Nonetaken..DoyouknowwhyIrefusedto

shakeyourhand?

Nka:Pleaseshare

Me:Yourhandisfilthy,AndIfeelsorryforyour

wife.She'sagoodwoman,She'shelpedyou

buildthishometowhatitis.Warm,Lovingand



everything.Ontopofthat,ShelovedyourNiece

likeherown.Yesshe'shadherproblems,But

youwereentrustedwithherspiritually.She's

madeprogress,Goodprogresstoo.Shedoesn't

deservethis

Nka:ExcuseMe?

Me:Younotalwaysbusybecauseyoubusy,

Someoneelseiskeepingyoubusy

Heclearedhisthroat..

Noli:Honey??

Nkalookedatme,Shemadeherwaytous..



Nka:YouheretohelpmyDaughter'sboyfriend

Me:NoI'm heretodomyjob,Makingsurethat

theAkerislockedaway

Nka:Thenmymarriageisnotupfordiscussion

Noli:Errriseverythingokay?

Nkaputhisarm aroundherwaist..

Nka:Wefine..Wewerejustintroducing

ourselvestoeachotherthat'sall

Noli:Qondisiweisheretohelp



Nka:Shehassaid

Me:IshouldgoandcheckuponSenzo

Iwentbackinsidethehouse..

SENZO

Alotofthingsweren'tmakingsense,Thiswas

confusingandhardtograsp..

Me:MthunziandI,There'sabitofresemblence.

It'sdifficultformetobelievewhatyousaying

Dad:Haveyoueverheardofsomethingcalled

"Mirrorimagining"Donethroughwitchcraft



Me:UkutshontshaIsithunzi,Nomfanekiso

womuntu(Morelikestealingsomeone'sdignity

andimage)

Dad:Yes

Me:I'veheardofit

Dad:Letmeshowyousomething

Iwalkeduptohim..

Dad:I'vealwayshadyourpicturewithme,She

usedit.Theonlythingwhereherwitchcraft

couldn'tdo,Waswhatyouhaveonyourback.

Yourbirthmark,Yourbirthright.Sheresortedto



thatbecauseshewantedyourbirthmark,But

couldn'tgetit

Me:Whydidshedothat?

Dad:Mthunziwasnotchosen,SoMthunzi

wasn'tbackedupbyancestors.Forancestors

tobackhim uphehadtoblindthem,Me.The

onlygoodthingaboutmydeathwasthat,I

stoppedtheprotectionofancestorsfrom going

tohim

Me:Howdidshedothat?

Dad:Usinghispictureandyours,Tiedthem

together.Youwereblessedfrom whenyou

wereababy,Shetiedyourdestinytohis.Stole

yourblessings.That'swhyMthunzi'slifeturned



outlikethat.Hebecameking.It'snota

coincidencethatyouhadthegirllast,Shewas

inyourdestiny.ThegoodbooksaysKidssuffer

fortheirParentssins,Mthunziwasmeantto

sufferbutyoudidbecauseyourdestinywas

stolen.Everything

Me:She'sthatpowerful?

Dad:She'sadiplomaticwitch,Itwasdoneafter

Mthunziwasborn.Hewasmadeyourspiritual

Brother,Youhaveaspiritualbondwithhim.

Spiritualbrotherhoodbond

Me:Canitbeundone?

Dad:Yes..Whenit'sundone,Everyonewillsee

Mthunzi'struenature.HelookslikehisFather,



HeishisFather'sSon.Itwasalsodonetohide

theirshame.Ialwayskeptyourpicturebymy

bedside,Onedayitwentmissingandshe

deniedit.Sheblamedoneofthehouse

servants,Thattheservantwascleaningthen

broketheframeandthrewawaythepicture

becauseshewasscared.Ibelievedher

becausethehouseservantadmittedit,

ForgettingshewastheQueen.Hermotives

cannotbequestionedbyaservant.Aservant's

lifeisworthlesstothatofaQueen

Isatdownontherockandlookedattheriver.

NottheZikhaliriver...

QUEENHLOMUKA

Som:Whatarewedoinghere?Inthemiddleof

nowhere.Inafield?Atthistimeofthenight?



Me:Ioncehadanenchantmentburiedhere,

Manyyearsago

Shestoodbysometree..

Som:Whatenchantment?

Me:SometimesIforgetyouastrugglingwitch

Som:SometimesIforgetyoukeptasecret,

Thatyouareadiplomaticwitch.Ihatebeingin

yourpresencerightnow,Makesmefeellikea

fool

Me:Youareafool



Som:Wedidn'tbringashovel

Me:Wenotdiggingupanything

Som:Whatarewedoing?

Me:Ialwayscomehereforaritual

Ikneltdown...

Me:Tokeeptheenchantmentatwork

Som:Whathaveyounotdone?

Me:Ionlydoandusemypowersformyselfand

myownbenefits



Ishookmyhead..

Me:IfIwereyou,I'dbetakingnotes

Shegotcloser...

SENZO

Dad:Iknowit'salottotakein,Iknowit's

confusing.Themostimportantthingsthatyou

needtotakeawayfrom hereisthat..

Hesatnexttome..

Dad:YourMotherwasourhouseservant,Ifell



inlovewithher.Iwantedtotakeherasa

secondwife,ButshewasaCommoner.Wehad

anaffair,Shefellpregnant.Shekeptitasecret,

Hercurrenthusbandtookthefallforhim

becausehewasalsoinlovewithher.Thestory

wasalmostbelievableuntilyouwerebornwith

thebirthmark.YourMothertookyoutoher

Mother.Iaskedforyourpicture,Itwasgoingto

bedifficultdivorcingtheQueen.Shewasa

princess,Shewasroyal.YourMotherwasa

Commoner,WhentheQueenfoundoutshewas

livid.Theiraffairstarted,Conspiredbehindmy

back.TheiraffairbroughtwithinMthunzi,Idid

findoutaboutitatsomepoint.Almosthad

them killedandbeforetheycoulddie,They

killedmefirst

Me:HowdoesMimigetinvolved?



Dad:Sheonlysaidblackmail,You'llhavetoask

heraboutitwhyshechosetodowhatshedid..

I'm surethere'sadeeperreasonthanwhatshe

toldme

Me:Iguessso

NOLITHA

Iwalkedintothebedroom,Hewasbusyonhis

phone..

Me:Ithoughtthatworkthingsendupatwork,

Attheoffice

Hechuckled..



Nka:Unfortunatelyseriousprayerrequests,

There'snoofficehours

Me:Youneedtoputyourfootdown,Andhow

didtheygetyourpersonalnumber?

Nka:It'snottexts..It'sEmails

Me:Youworkalotthesedays,GodknowsI

respectyourworkandyourgiftbutthisistoo

much.Youhardlyhome,Alotishappeningwith

thekids,Youknowourfamilyisalwaysunder

attack

Nka:That'showweputfoodonthetablehoney,

Thisexpensivelifedoesn'tcomeeasy.Thekids

too,ConsideringI'm workingalone.Providing

onmyown



Me:Arewegoingbroke?

Nka:We'llnevergobroke,SolongIkeepon

working

Me:Constantly?

Nka:OkayNolithaMhlaba,I'llcancelmyshow

andstopeverythingthenwe'lllookateach

otherintheeyeeveryday

Me:I'llgoandcheckonmykids,Thensleepin

theguestroom

Nka:WhatdidIsay?



Me:Goodnight

Nka:Nolitha

QUEENHLOMUKA

WewalkedinandAkerwasdrinking

champagneinthekitchen..

Aker:Well..Well..Well

IturnedtoSom..

Me:Gotoyourchambers

Som:HerMajesty



Shewalkedaway...

Aker:Howwastheritual?

Me:Whatexactlyisyourpurposehere?Weren't

yousupposedtohelp?Ihaven'tseenyou

helping

Aker:Senzoisdown,Awaitingdeath.Youguys

stillhavethekingdom,IthinkI'vedonealotina

shortspaceoftimethanyoudidinyears

Me:WhataboutQondisiwe?

Aker:Irealesedthebestweapon,Oneofthe

biggestspellsandshedidn'tseeitcoming.



Wheresheis,Sheisformulatingaplanand

Senzowillbedeadbythen

Me:GoodnightAker

Aker:Goodnight

.
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QONDISIWE



Iwasonmywaytothekitchen,Togetmea

glassofwater.InoticedNolithasittingatthe

tabledrinkingwine.Iwenttoherandsatdown..

Itookthebottleandlookedatit,Shewas

halfway..

Noli:Whyhaven'tyouhelpedmyDaughter's

boyfriend?Whydon'tIhavemyDaughterback.

Doyouevenknowwhatyoudoing?

Me:Senzoisfine..I'vedeliberatelyletitbe,He

iswithhisfather.There'sthingsheneededto

know,Heneededtomeethim sohecouldheal

allhischildhoodtraumasandcomebackwith

lessquestionsandlesshateforhisfather

Noli:Ishegoingtobefine?



Me:Isupposeso

Noli:That'sgoodIguess

Me:Drinkingwon'thelpwithyoursuspicions,

Theyaretrue.Heischeating

Shelookedatme..

Noli:Whatdidyousay?

Me:I'm nottellingyousomethingthatyou've

alreadyhaven'tbeensuspecting

Noli:Ilovemyhusband



Me:Iknowyoudo,TrustmewhenIsaythath..

Nka:Ladies

Me:It'sgettinglate,Weshouldallgotobed

Noli:Howcouldyou?

Nka:ExcuseMe?

Noli:Howcouldyoucheatonme?Afterall

theseyears.Afterallwe'vebeenthrough

Nkalookedatme..



Noli:Whoisshe?

Nka:Noli

Noli:Whoisshe?

Nka:Mystagemanager

Noli:Wow

Shestoodup..

Nka:Itwasn'tthatdeep,Itwasjustfooling

aroundandnothingmore

Nolipickedupthewinebottle,Withoutany



warning.ShesmasheditonNka'shead.Hefell..

Shedroppedthepieceoftheglassthatshewas

holdingandwalkedstraighttothebedroom...

Isighed...

MTHUNZI

Weweresittingaroundthedinnertableeating

somedessert.ItwasMe,MyMotherandthe

Aker..

MyMotherlookedatthetime..

Queen:30minintoourmidnightprayer



Me:Howdoesprayinggowithyouguys?

Queen:Nodifferentfrom howChristianspray,

OnlywedoittoadifferentGod

Me:YouknowMom,Ican'tbelieveyoukeptthis

secretfrom me.Thatyouareadiplomaticwitch

Queen:It'snotsomethingthatI'm proudof

Aker:Tellhim thatyou'vebeenpracticing

behindthecurtain

Me:What?Sheclaimedtonotknowanything

aboutthis



Aker:TheSomandlakazigiftbecomesactive

immediatelywhenyouinheritit.Whetheryou

likeitornot,Buteitherway.Howcanyoutrust

awitch?

Me:Arethereanysecretsthatyoukeepingfrom

us?

Queen:No

Akerpouredherselfaglassofwater..

Queen:Canwestopallthistalk?

Me:Idon'twantanysecretsanymore,Wearea

family



Akerdroppedtheglass,Sheputherhand

aroundherneck..Likeshewaschoking.

Me:Aker?

Shemovedherchairbackwards,Isawsmoke

arisingfrom whereshehadputherhand..

Me:She'sburningup

Shegotupfrom thechairandfelldowntothe

floor..

Me:MacallanAmbulance

Queen:Ahospitalwon'tdonothinginthiscase,

Qondisiwemust'vetemperedwiththewater



Me:How?

Queen:She'stheGoddessofthewaters,The

waterobeysher.Shemust'vepurifiedthewater

madeitholy

Akerwasn'tmoving..

Queen:I'lltryandmixsomethingforher

Me:She'sdying

Queen:Don'tbedramatic,Shewon'tdie

SENZO



Dad:Whenyouwakeup,Youmustthank

Qondisiweforgivingusthisopportunity

Me:Whatopportunity?

Dad:WhenAkercastedtheenchantment,It's

notthatshecouldn'thelpyou.Iaskedherfor

thismoment,Whenthetimeisrightshewillput

thehornnecklacearoundyourneckthenthe

spellwillbereversed.PleaseSonwearthe

necklacearoundyourneckatalltimes

Me:Youpurposelyaskedforthis?

Dad:Yes..SoIcouldhavethismomentwithyou



Me:Youputmylifeindangerforthis?

Dad:Iwasn'tgoingtoletyoudie,Iwantedyou

toknowthemountainofsupportyouhavefrom

yourAncestorssoyougoandclaim what's

yoursknowingverywellthatwebehindyou

Iexhaled..

Dad:Iknowit'salottotakein,Iam gratefulfor

thismoment.IloveyouandI'm proudofyou.I

knowyou'llmakeagreatking,Moregreater

thanIwas.Mylegacyissafewithyou

Inodded..

Dad:Beforeyouleave,Ineedyoutomeetafew



people.MyFather,Hisfather,Allthekings

beforeyou

Istoodupfrom therock..

Dad:Closeyoureyes

Iclosedmyeyes..

Dad:Nowopenthem

Iopenedthem,Iwasengulfedbysmoke.When

thesmokesiezed,Isawthem standingbehind

myDad..

Dad:Kneeldown



Ikneltdown..

Hecame,Holdingashortknobkirrie.Heplaced

itonmyhead..

Dad:WenowblessyoumySon,Wedoingthis

spiritualinaugurationforyoufirstbeforethe

physical..

Hepassedonthesticktothenext..

Dad:Neverdoubtourpresenceinyourlifefrom

hereon..

NOLITHA



Nkawalkedin..Iwaspackinguphisclothes..

Nka:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Youmovingout

Nka:Canwetalkaboutthis?

Me:Wenottalkingaboutanything!..HaveIever

askedyouforanything?I'veneveraskedyoufor

shit!!AllIeverexpectedfrom youwasnothing

butloyalty!!

Nka:IknowImessedup

Me:Youdidn'tmessup,Youfuckedup!Now

getoutofmyhouse



Nka:Thisisridiculous!

Me:Youhavemoneyright?Youcanafford

yourselfanotherplaceitwon'tbehardandyou

canhavealifewithyournewgirlfriend

Nka:Alotwashappening

Me:Yesanddidyouseemebreakingmy

marriagevows?

Nka:Fine..I'llgiveyousomespacethenwe'll

talkaboutthis

Me:Wenotdoingthis,No..You'vealways

wantedadivorce



Itookoffmyring..

Me:Iwantadivorce,IwantadivorceandIam

takingthehouseformeandmykids.Keepyour

money!

Nka:Thinkaboutthegirls

Me:Mygirlsarefine,Youdidn'tthinkabout

them whenyouwerecheatingsodon'tthink

aboutthem now!

Hecameandpickedupthering..

Nka:Wearegoingtofixthis.Ifyoufilefor

divorceI'llcontestit,Dragituntilyougiveup



becauseoflawyerfees

Me:Getoutofmyhouse!!

MTHUNZI

Ipacedupanddown..

Ma:Stopitoryou'llgivemeaheadache

Me:It'stakinglong

Ma:Ithastobedoneperfectly,Idon'tknowall

thespells.Ihavetorefer,Theynotinmyhead

Me:I'm sorry



Ma:It'sgoingtobedonesoon,lightupthe

blackcandle

Me:Okay

Idid...

Ma:I'lltellyouwhattodo

Me:Okay

ELLA

Dadshowedupatthekitchenwithhisbag.I

hadjustfinishedwithmy00:00am prayer.



Me:Dad

Dad:Ella

Me:Anothertrip?

Dad:No

Me:What'sgoingon?

Dad:MeandyourMom wehavingsome

problems

Me:Thathasyoumovingout?



Dad:It'sfine,We'llfixthingsIpromise

Hewalkedout..Iwenttotheirbedroom,Before

knocking.Iheardhercrying.Iknockedonceand

openedthedoor..

Me:Mom

Mom:EllaI'm fine,Youcangobacktobed

Me:Ma

Mom:Ellaplease..Notnowokay?

Iclosedthedoor..



Me:I'llsleepheretoday,Iwon'tsayaword.I

promise

Shenoddedrepeatedlywithtearsinhereyes.I

walkedovertoherandhuggedher,She

continuedcrying..

Me:It'sokay

.

Tobecontinued
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PROPHETNKA



Qondicleanedmeuplastnight.Cleanedmeup

andhealedme,BeforeIwenttothebedroom to

talktoNoliandfoundherpackingmyclothes.

Shehealedtheinternaldamage,SoIdon'tbleed

internally.ButIstillhadtodrivemyselftothe

hospitalforstitches,Ihadabandagearound

myhead.Iwasstillgettingheadaches,They

hadgivenmesomethingfortheheadache..

Isleptinahotel,I'llbehereforawhileuntilmy

wifecalmsdown.MystagemanagerandI,

Lerato.Itwasn'tserious,Justsex.She's

marriedandI'm married.MyfamilyandIwe've

beenthroughthemost,Nolithawhenitcomes

tothekidsshetakesthestressseriously.That

oursexlifewasalsoaffected.Idon'tblameher

though,She'saverygoodmother.She'sbeen

holdingthefontwhenIgoawayforbusiness

andallthosethings.MykidshadaParentthat

hasalwaysbeenpresent.Nolithahasalways



beenthere...

Iwasatthestudiopreparingfortoday's

episode,Iwasinmyofficetobemorespecific..

Me:Idon'tknowKate,Mywifehasalwaysloved

cookingandbaking,I'm thinkingaminipastry

shopforher

KateismyPA..

Me:Somethingthatwon'tbemorethan500k

Kate:That'sgoingtobealotofworkSir

Me:Iknowandaminitruckorsomethingfor

delivering



Kate:YouareaverygoodhusbandSir,Starting

abusinessforyourwife.NotallHusbandscan

dothat,Supporttheirwive'svision

Me:Iknow..Thankyoufordoingthis

Kate:Youwelcome..Uhm Sir..Whathappened

toyourhead?Areyouokay?

Me:Ihadaminorcaraccidentlastnight,

Nothingserious

Kate:Areyousureyoureadyforwork?

Me:500kisalotofmoney,Ineedtorecoverit



Kate:Wellatleastourviewsaregood,Ina

monthwewillrecoverthemoney

Me:ThankyouKate

NOLITHA

Iwalkedintothelivingroom..EllaandCebi

werepreparingbreakfast..

Ella:There'smysweetheart

Me:Ithoughtyou'dbeatwork

Ella:There'saflood,Pipesbursts.Something

likethat



Me:Ohw

Isatdown..

Cebi:Ellaletmeinonyourfavorite.Blueberry

pancakes

Me:Theyaremyfavorite

Ella:Wetriedtomakethem asniceasyours

Me:Thankyougirls,I'm gladbothofyouare

here

Ella:There'salsoplainpancakes,Withcheese&



Bacon

Me:Youguysreallydidalot

Cebi:Youalwaystakecareofus,It'snowour

turntotakecareofyou

Me:Thankyou

Ella:WhathappenedbetweenyouandDadlast

night?Isawhewashurtinhishead.Didhe

raisehishandonyou?

Me:No..Iattackedhim

Ella:Why?



Me:YourFatherhasbeenhavinganaffair,With

awomanatwork

Cebi:What?

Me:Iwantadivorce

Cebi:Isn'tthatabittooharsh?

Ella:It'snottooharsh,Hemustgoandnever

comeback

Cebi:Ella

Ella:Mom hasdoneeverything,Shehasbeen



likeaSingleParenttouswhilstDadwasalways

here..Wedon'tneedhim

Me:Justbecausehe'sabadhusbanddoesn't

meanhe'sabadFather.He'salwaysbeengood

toyouguys

Ella:Fuckhim

Me:Ella

Shewalkedaway..

Cebi:I'm sorryaboutthat

Me:Don'tworryaboutit



QONDISIWE

Iplacedthenecklacearoundhisneck..

IlookedatMimi..Shegavemethebottleof

waterthatIhaveblessed.Imadehim openhis

mouthandmadehim drinkit.Wethenlookedat

him..

Mimi:Now?

Hedrewinairintohislungs..

Me:He'sgoingtobefine,Hewillwakeuplater

on



Mimiturnedhim alittle.Hisbirthmarkwasnow

backtoit'susualstate,Nomoreswelling..

Me:He'sgoingtobefine

Shehuggedme...

Mimi:Thankyou

MTHUNZI

Me:Areyousurethewaterisfinenow?

Queen:Yes

Me:AreyousureMom?



Queen:Mthunzimaan!Thespellendedwhen

Akerdrank

Me:Justmakingsure

Queen:I'vebeenthinking

Me:About?

Queen:Akerhastogo

Me:Huh?

Queen:I'm awitch,Ithinkwe'llbefine



Me:WehadtogettheAker,WhilstUkhona..

Howarewefine?

Queen:WhathasAkerdonethansleepingwith

you?Ihaven'tseenherdoanything

Me:Akerisnotgoinganywhere

Queen:Whynot?

Me:BecauseIhavefalleninlovewithher

Queen:AiiMthunzi

Me:She'sstaying



Queen:Alittlesexhereandtherenowyoudizzy?

Haikhona!IfKholiisnotdoingit.There's

servantswhocansatisfyyouontheside.She's

justhappyshe'shereintheflesh

Me:She'sstaying

PROPHETNKA

Katepickedup..

Kate:Sir?

Me:Pleasemakereservationsfor13:00ather

favoriterestaurant

Kate:YesSir



Me:Thenfindawaytogetherthere

Kate:Youcouldjustcallher

Me:It'sasurprise

Kate:I'llseewhatIcando

Me:Thankyou

Leratowalkedin...Sheclosedthedoorbehind

her..

Lerato:Whathappenedtoyourhead?



Me:Minoraccident

Lerato:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Lerato:Iwasthinkingoflunch,Atourrestaurant?

Iputmypendown..

Me:Lerato..Thiswasgood,Itwasverygood

butnow..It'sover

Lerato:What?

Me:Mywifefoundout,Shewantstodivorceme



Lerato:Areyouserious?How?

Me:I'm notlosingmywifeoveramistress,A

marriedoneforthatmatter

Lerato:But..

Me:Pleaseclosethedooronyourwayout

SENZO

Iopenedmyeyes,Theywerestillheavy.Iwas

stilldrowsyandfeelingdrained..

Iroseupfrom thepillow,IlookedaroundandI



wasalone.Igotoutofbedwithmylegsshaky

andwalkedoutofthebedroom tothekitchen.

MyMom andQondisiweweresittingand

drinkingtea..

Me:Whattimeitis?Andwhatdayisit?

Mimi:Senzo..Senzo..Ohhmyword

Shecameandhuggedme..

Mimi:Youawake

Me:Itseemsso

Qondilookedatme..



Qondi:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Dizzy,Weak

Qondi:Youneedtoeatanddrinkwaterfrom

thatbottlethenrest

Mimi:Gobacktobed,I'llmakeyouasandwich

andthencookyourfavoritedish

Me:Thankyou,But..Idon'tthinkIwannalayin

bedrightnow,Maybethecouch

Mimi:Okaylet'sgotothecouch



Me:QondiIneedtotalktoyou,It'simportant

Qondi:Ofcourse

Mimi:Let'sgoandrest

NOLITHA

WhenI'm stressedIbake,HappyorSadIbake..

RightnowIwasbakingacakeforthekids..

Myphonerang.Iwipedmyhandsandpickedit

up,Ianswered..

Me:Hello



Kate:MrsMhlaba,It'sKate

Me:OhwhiKate

Kate:Ineedyoureadyat13:00

Me:Why?

Kate:OkayIt'ssupposedtobeasurprisebut

don'ttellhim Itoldyou.Hemadelunch

reservationsforyou

Me:Tellhim mygirlsmadeadelicious

breakfastforme,Idon'tneedtogoout..I'm

okay,Istillhaveblueberries

Ihungup...



SENZO

Mimi:Hereyougo

Me:Thankyou

Mimi:Areyousurethatyoucomfortable?

Me:Iam

Mimi:OkayI'llgiveyouguyssomespace

Shewalkedaway..

Qondi:Howareyoufeeling?Howwasthevisit



totheotherside?

Me:IwantyououtofTiti'sbodytoday

Qondi:Akerwalkstheground,Ican'tgoout

Me:Youwill.AkerisnotGod,Ellawillhandleit

andTiti

Qondi:OkaySenzowenottalkingaboutamere

witch,Wetalkingaboutthegoddessofthedark

forces

Me:AndIhavefaithinbothTiti,HerGod,Myself,

MyancestorsandElla.Wegoingtodothis.I'm

sureyou'llstillhavethatconnectionwithTiti.If

weneedyou,She'llcontactyou



Shesmiled..

Qondi:Thekinghasspoken

Me:There'saknobkirrieIneedtogoandfind,It

belongedtomyancestors.ThepreviousKings.

Ifindit,Andtogetherwiththebirthmark.It'll

helpmeprovethatI'm theKing

Qondi:Mostcertain.YourFathermustbeproud,

IknowIam.That'showaKingshouldbelike.

Courageous,Andyouright.AkerisnotaGod

Me:Thankyou

Qondi:You'llhaveyourfutureQueenby



midnight

Me:Wedon'trequiregoingtotheriverright?

Qondi:No..Apoolwillgetmehome

Me:Thankyouforeverything

Qondi:I'm alwayswaterawayifyouguysneed

me,I'llalwayskeepcontactwithTitihelpher

throughthis.Beingdefeatedbyahumanbeing,

Akerisgoingtoloseit

Me:I'm sureshe'lldofine

Qondi:Titiiscourageous.Ibelieveinyouguys



.

Tobecontinued
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NOLITHA

Ipickeduptheblackrefusebagandwent

outside.Iplaceditinthebigbin.Nkawasstill

parkedintheyard.It's18:00,He'sbeenparked

theresincefrom 13:00.Hasn'tcomeoutor

anything,I'm notevensureifhe'sstillbreathing..

Istoodthereandlookedatthecar,Heopened

thedoorandcameout..



HewalkeduptomeandIwalkedbackintothe

houseandclosedthedoor..

Istoodbehindthedoorforawhilethinkinghe

wasgoingtoknock,Buthedidn't..

AKER

TheQueenwalkedinholdingacup,Isatup

straight.Mythroatwasstillpainful..

Queen:Here

Itookitanddrank..

Ihandeditbacktoher..



Queen:Youwon'tevensayThankyou?

Me:Stopbeingunnecessary,Thankyoufor

what?

Queen:Aker..Idon'tcareifyouarethewhat

whatGoddess.Thisismyhouse,Yougoingto

respect

Me:Youshouldberespectingme,I'm your

superiorhere.YourQueeninthedarkworld,

Youbowdowntome!Nottheotherwayaround

Queen:Wellthen..Iunderstandyourmajesty

Shewalkedout...



Mthunziwalkedinwithatrayoffood..

Mthunzi:HowismyQueenholdingup?

Me:I'm abitbetter

Mthunzi:Ibroughtyouyourdinner

Heplacedthetraynexttome..

Mthunzi:Yourfatherhasagreedtothe

negotiations,OnFridaymyfamilywillbeflying

there.Myelderssentaletteralready,They've

agreedonSunday



Me:That'sgood

Igotoutofbed..

Mthunzi:It'sexciting

Igrabbedhiscrotch,Andsqueezeditalittle..

Me:Ihaveotherthingsinmind,I'm goingto

shower

Iletgoandhefollowedme...

ELLA

Thegateopened,Idrovein..MyDadwas



parkedbythedriveway..

Me:Whatthefuckishedoinghere?

Cebi:Let'sbecalm

Me:Goinside

Cebi:Ella

Me:Now..Please

Shegotoutandwentinside.Igotoutandwent

tohiscar...

Iknockedathiswindow,Heopenedthedoor



andcameout..

Heclosedthedoor..

Dad:Ella

Me:Younotwelcomedhere

Dad:YourMothertoldyou

Me:Younotwelcomedhere

Dad:Ellayoudon'tunderstand

Me:Whatdon'tIunderstand?Whatdon'tI

understand?



Dad:IknowImessedup

Me:Youdidn'tmessup,Youchoseamistress

overus

Dad:Iam stillyourfather,Youneedtowatch

howyoutalktome

Me:No..YoumyUncle

Dad:EllaIam heretryingtogetbackmyfamily

Me:Wedon'twantyou,Pleaseleave.TitiandI

weold.Plusyouhardlyhere,Mom isalways

here.Wedon'tneedyou



Iwalkedaway..

Dad:Ella

Me:Leave!!

AKER

Hemassagedmyboobswiththeshowergel.

Thewaterwasaperfecttemperature,Busy

flowingdownonourbodies..

Hekissedme,Andmovedhishandsonmy

backtograbmyass.HespankedmehardthatI

hadtobreakthekiss..HelookedatmeandI

smiled.Ihim backagainstthewall,Withtoo

muchforce.Luckilyhedidn'tslipandfall.I



kissedhim onhisneck,Howtohischest,Allthe

waydowntohisalreadyhardcock.Iputitinmy

mouth,Heclosedhiseyesandmoaned.Iwas

onmykneesashegrabbedmyhairandgave

meadeepthroat

Ikeptongoingandhismoansdidn'tfallshort..

Hecontinuedgivingmeadeepthroat,My

scratchyandpainfulthroatreacted.Igagged

thepulledout,ThenIspatonhisdickand

continued..Myhandsbalancingagainsthis

thighs..

Hewasvulnerableatmypleasureinflictedon

him,Hewasbreathingdeep.Moaningdeep,I

continuedandcontinuedthenhepulledmeup

stillhavingatightgriponmyhair..We

continuedkissing...



Hemovedhislipsfrom mine,Kissedmeonmy

cheekandwhisperednexttomyear..

Mthunzi:Iwannatryitfrom theback

Ilookedathim again..

Mthunzi:Analsex

Filthysexisourprotocol.I'm from thedark

world,Wethriveonsexualmatters..

SENZO

Mimiwalkedin..



Mimi:Titihasleft?

Me:Qondisiwe

Mimi:Iforgot,Qondisiwe.I'm sorrythisis

difficultformetograsp

Me:It'sokay

Mimi:Iam gladyouokay

Me:I'm fine

Mimi:Iprepareddinnerforyou

Me:Weneedtotalk



Mimi:Okay

Me:Youneedtoexplaintomewhyyouhave

beenlyingthatSenzoisyourSon

Hereyeswidened..

Me:Dadtoldmeeverything

Shelookeddown..

Isatdown..

Me:I'm listening



AKER

Wewereoutoftheshower,Wewerestillwet.I

waskneelingonthebed,Doggystyle.

Myassexposed,Readyforwhatawaited..

Hetookthelube,Andsmeareditonhiscrotch

andthenpositionedhimself.Hepulledmeby

mylegtotheedgeofthebed,Herubbedhis

dickandthenslowlyinsertedhimselfin.From

allthepleasureofthinkingaboutit,Ithad

alreadygotmewetfrom mycoochie.Yesitwas

painfulwhenheforcedin,Butthekindofpain

thatcanbetolerableforanentitylikeme.Iam

thegoddessofthedarkworld,Iharbourmany

spiritswithinme.Includingthespiritofa

succubusthatariseswhensuchhappens.For

bothmyenjoymentandhis..Whenhestarted,



Mylegsshookfrom pleasure.Mycoochie

drippingwet.Mytemperaturehot,Iinsertedtwo

fingersinsideofmycoochieIfeltsome

hotnesstheretooapartfrom thewetness.

QONDISIWE

Beforegoingintothehouse,IpassedNka

leaningbackonthebonnetofhiscar.Isighed,

Turnedbackandwenttohim..

Me:It'skindofgettingdark

Nka:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Infedility,Isthebiggestchallengefor

ProphetsandPastorsalike.It'soneplayground



thatthedevilthrivesonwhenitcomesto

peoplelikeyou.Inthissituation,Let'snotfully

blameLucifer.Hetemptedyouwiththe

forbiddenfruitandyouate

Nka:Idon'tneedalecturedogettothepoint

Me:There'snopoint.Youmessedupandyou

needtofightyourmarriageandforgiveness

from themosthigh.Period!

.
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NOLITHA

YesIwasupsetandbrokenbywhathe'sdone.I

didn'twannaseehim,Norhavehim anywhere

nearmyhouse.Ijustwanthim tobefaraway

from me,Givemesometimebecausethere's

nothinghe'sgoingtosaytomethat'sgoingto

makesense.ThoughIwasmadathim,Buthe's

stillmyhusband.Istillcare...

Aftercookingdinner,Idishedupandtookthe

traytohim withaglassofwaterontheside.I

knockedonhiswindow,Carefullyholdingthe

traysoitdoesn'tfall..



Iknockedagainuntilhewokeup,Istepped

backandheopenedthedoor.Hegotout..

Me:Idishedupforyou

Nka:Thankyou

Hetookthetrayfrom me..

Me:How'syourhead?

Nka:I'm gettingthere

Me:Mayyoupleaseleavemyyard,Youcan

taketheplateandglasswith



Iwalkedawayandhegrabbedmyarm..

Iyankedofoffhim..

Nka:Canwetalk?

Me:Aboutwhat?What'stheretotalkabout?

Howistalkinggoingtohelpthesituation?You

supposedtobeparkedatherhouse,Idon't

knowwhyyouarehere

Iwalkedawaywithouthim answering..

SENZO

Mimiknockedonmyalreadyopendoor..



Mimi:MayIcomein?

Me:Areyoureadytotellthetruth?

Mimi:Itoldyouthetruthalready

Me:Youtoldmenothing,Yousaidnothing

Mimi:Ineededmoney,Iwasdownandout.

Lostmyjob,Gotkickedout.WhenIwasready

togobackhome,TheQueengavemean

ultimatum thatIshouldfakebeingMthunzi's

BiologicalMotherinturn,She'llprovideforme

soIdon'thavetogohome

Me:Howdoyouagreetosomethingyoudon't



know?

Mimi:Iwasdesperate.IwasaCommonerthat

herhusbandfellinlovewith,AservantandI

neededtosurvive.Ineededthemoney

Ishookmyhead..

Mimi:Youdon'tquestiontheQueen,Youknow

howroyaltyworks

Me:Idon'tknow,BecauseIwasn'traisedroyal

Isighed..

Mimi:Iswearonmylife,Ifyouneedanswers

askher



Me:GoodnightMimi

Mimi:Senzoplease

Me:We'lltalkinthemorning

Mimi:Goodnight

AKER

Mthunzihasbeensleepingeversinceour

heatedsession..

Iwokehim up..



Me:Youmisseddinner

Heyawned..

Mthunzi:I'm tired,Feeldrained,likemylifehas

beensuckedoutofme

Iclearedmythroat..

Mthunzi:What?

Me:It'sthesuccubus,Yougonnaneedtodrink

blood.Atleastgoatbloodtoregainyour

strength

Mthunzi:Ahhcomeon



Me:Ifyoudon't,I'llsuckthelifeoutofyoueach

timewhenwehavesex

Mthunzi:I'm notdrinkinggoatblood

Me:Itcanbeanyblood

Mthunzi:Therewon'tbeanyblood

Me:Thenyou'lldie,Toughenup.Yousleeping

withthePriestessofthedarkworld

Imademywaytothedoor..

Me:I'llgetyou



QONDISIWE

Iwassittingatthedinnertable,Ellacame.

Ella:2hourslefttillyoudepart

Me:Yes

Ella:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Shesatdown..

Me:I'm okaywithit,I'llhavetotrustTitiandyou

tobringAkerandSomandlakazidown



Ella:Doyouthinkwestandachance?

Me:Believeinyourinnerstrength,Yourbiggest

guideandGod.Thenrelyonmetoo,I'llbe

keepingintouchwithTiti

Shenodded..

Me:HowisCebidoing?

Ella:She'sokay,Justthepregnancyisstarting

totakeatollonher

Me:Youareagoodheartedperson,Tostepup

andtakeresponsibility

Ella:It'scalledlove



Ismiled..

Me:Indeed

Ella:Howcomeyounotjudgemental?

Me:BecauseIbelieveinlove,Lovepracticedin

it'sfullcapacity.It'snotmyfonttojudge

Ella:Thankyou,Sowhat'sgoingtohappen?

Yourdeparture?

Me:Wemadetheconnectioninthewaters,We

shallseparatetheretoo



Ella:Howcomewenotdoingitattheriver?

Me:Iam theguardianofthewaters,TheDalla.

Anywaterobeysme

Ella:I'm goingtomissyou

Me:That'ssweet

Ella:SoEllaishealed?

Me:Sheis

Sheseemedrelived..

QUEEN



IfollowedAkertothestable,Ihadadegaknife.

Iwantedtoendher..

Sheopenedthedoor,Andwalkedin.Shedidn't

closeit..

Shewalkedfurtherin,Iwalkedincarefully

hidingsoshedoesn'tseeme..

Sheturnedback,Ihidbehindthepole..

Shefacedherfrontagain,Shekneltdown..

Iwenttoher,Tiptoeing.ThenIraisedmyhand

up,WhenIwasabouttostrikeher.Sheraised

upherhandandsentmeflying.Ifellbythedoor,



lettinggooftheknife..

Sheroseup,Andmadeherwaytome.

Shepickeduptheknife,Imovedbackwards..

Shepointedtheknifeatme,Shereleaseditand

itshotstraighttomythroat..

Iwokeuppanting,Andsweating..Itwasdarkin

mybedroom.Itwasanightmare,Itwasa

nightmare...

AKER

Iwaspassingbytothekitchen,Throughthe

slidingdoor.Isawthepoolglowing.Iopened



theslidingdoorandwalkedouttothepool.It

wasreallyglowing..

Istoodoverit..

Me:Somethingisnotrighthere,Thewateris

tooclean

Icrouched.Islowlyextendedmyhandintothe

pool,Itcaughtmeoffguard.WhenIfeltbeing

pulledinside,Ifellrightinside..

Me:Ahhhh!!!

MTHUNZI

Iturnedonmysideandstartedcoughing,I



coughedoutwater..

Thatwasstrange,IfeltlikeIwasdrowningfrom

inside..

Igotoutofbedandwenttothebathroom,I

couchedoutagainandwatercameout..

Iwipedmylipsandlookedatmyselfinthe

mirror,Thatwasverystrange.Wheredidthe

watercomefrom?It'snotsalivabutwater..

.
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MTHUNZI

Akerwasmissing.Isentoutasearchpartyfor

her.Shehadleftthebedroom,Ithoughtshe

wasgonetodothebloodthingbutwhenshe

didn'tcomeback,Iwentoutlookingforher.

Guardssaidshedidn'tleavethepremises,I

knowourPalaceisbigbuthowdoesonevanish

inthepremiseswithoutatrace.Iwasshit

worried,Yesshe'sapowerfulentitybutshe's

notimmunetodangerspiritually..

IrealizedtonightthatmaybeI'vefallentoodeep

forher,DeeperthanIthought...

Guard:Wesearchedthelowertown,Wecan't

findher



Me:Howdoesshebypasstheguards,Thetight

securitywehaveatthegateandsneakout?

Guard:Wewerethinkingofsearchingtheupper

towntoo

Me:Youstillthinking?Getonwithit

Guard:YesmyLord

Hedismissedhimselffrom mypresence.Ihit

thearmrestofthechair.IlookedatthePalace

guard,Standingbythedoor..

Me:TelloneofthefemaleservantsthatI

requesttheQueen'spresence



Hebowedalittle,Thenwalkedouttogetthe

Queen..

ELLA

Wewereatthebackyard,Bythepool.

Qondisiwewasreadytodepart..ItwasMe,My

Mom,Cebiandher..

Whitecandlesaroundthepool,Withthebreeze

ofairIwassurprisedtheywereburning..

Qondi:EventhoughIwantedtostaywithyou

guysforlonger,Butunfortunatelychangeof

plans

Mom:Thankyouforyourhelpthough,You've



shedlightonhowthekidscanhandlethe

situationwiththeAker

Qondi:Anytime..I'llbewatchingclosely.Ifyou

needhelp,Tierawillcontactme

Me:Verywell

Weweren'tallowedtohugheroranything..

Sheliftedherwhitedressalittle,Walkedtoone

ofthecornersofthepool.Shewalkeddownthe

twostepsandgotintothewater.

Shewalkedinfurther,Untilshewasinthe

middle.Shestoodthereandsunkin..



Itwasquietforawhile..

Cebi:Wow..Justlikethat

Mom:Forhowlongdoestheprocesslastfor?

Me:Shesaiditwon'tbelong,Notlikethelast

time

Mom:Ihopeso

Cebi:Theyde-attaching,Itshouldn'tbelong

Thecandlesstartedgoingoffontheirown..

Igotgoosebumps..



Me:Somethingiswrong

Mom:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:I'm notsure,Butsomethingdoesn'tfeel

right

MTHUNZI

Queen:Youaskedforme?

Shewaswearinghernightrobe,Blackwithgold

stripes..

Me:Yes



Mom:Okay?

Me:Akerismissing

Mom:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Sheleftthebedroom togetsomethingthen

justdisappeared

Mom:Itdoesn'tmakesense

Me:Exactly..Guardssaidshedidn'tleavethe

Palace

Icoughedagain,Coughingoutwater..



Mom:Areyouokay?

Me:Yaa..I'vebeencoughingoutwaterforsome

reason

Shewalkeduptome..

Mom:HaveyouandAkerbeensexual?

Me:That'sabitofanuncomfortablequestion

formetoanswer

Mom:It'simportant,Couldhelpus

Me:Yeswehave



Mom:Whatdoesthewatertastelike?

Me:Salty

Mom:Ohhshit!

Me:What

Mom:Thepool

Me:What?

Mom:Dallaistheguardianofthewaters,She

must'vepulledAkerinthere



Me:What?Qondisiwe?How?

Mom:AslongasAkerisstillhere,Sheneedsto

becarefulwhenitcomeswater

Ifollowedherasshewalkedout..

Me:Whatdowedonow?

Mom:Wepullherout

Me:How?

Mom:Bymakingthewaterdirty!!

Me:How?



Shewalkedtothekitchen,Grabbedthekitchen

knife..

Me:Whatareyougoingtodowiththat?

Mom:Getoneoftheservantgirls

Me:No..Mom..No

Mom:IfyouwantyourentityQueentocome

back,Youwillgetoneofthegirls

Me:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Mom:Dirtythewater,Aslongasshe'sunder



thereshe'svulnerable.Qondisiwewilltakeher

with

Me:Fine

ELLA

Thewaterstartedtohavebubbles..

Mom:Isshedrowning?

Cebi:Shecan'tdrown..Qondisiweisinthere,

Sheistheguardianofthewaters

Ilookedatthelastcandlegoingoff..



Ilookedatthesky..

Alightningflashed..

Cebifreakedout,Twolinesactually..

Mom:What?It'sgoingtorain?

Me:There'snolight

Cebi:Huh?

Me:There'snolight,From theskyshiningdown

tothepool

Cebi:I'm lost



Thelightningstruckagain..

Me:Twolines

Cebi:Ithinkweshouldgetinside

Me:Ohhshit!!

Mom:What?

Akerisdownthere..

Cebi:Wait..What?

Me:Qondisiwepulledherin,Herintentionsare



toleavewithAkerandlockherup

Itookoffmysleepersandsocks..

Cebi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:GoinsidewithMom

Itstartedraining..

Cebi:Ellano

Me:Mom takeherinside

Irananddivedintothepool..



Cebi:Ella!!!!

QUEENHLOMUKA

Iwaitedbythepool..Mthunzibroughtthe

Servanttous,Itwasraining..

Hestoodbehindher..

Servant:Herhighnesswantedtoseeme?

Iwalkeduptoher,Shesawtheknifeinmyhand.

Sheshookherheadandturnedback,Mthunzi

stoppedher..

Servant:MyLordplease



Mthunzi:I'm sorry

Servant:MyLordplease,I'veneveroffendedthe

Palace.I'vebeenworkingatthePalacefor5

yearsnow

Shekneltdown..

Servant:MyLordpleaseIhaveSiblings,

YoungersiblingsthatI'm takingcareof.Our

Motherdied,Theydependonme.Ifyoukillme

theygoingtostarvetodeath..Please

Me:Stopbegging,Tonightit'sjustyourunlucky

day!!



Servant:MyLordplease

Igrabbedherbyherbigafro.Iwasstanding

behindherthenItiltedherheadbackand

slaughteredherlikeshewasachicken.Islither

throatthatthecutwasdeep,Herheadwas

barelyattached.Iletgo,Shefellbleeding.I

grabbedherhandanddraggedhertothepool

bleeding..Ipushedherin..

NOLITHA

Wehavelightsoutside,andbythepool.The

waterwasturningred,Wecouldn'tseeTieranor

Ella..

Cebi:Ella!!



Sheattemptedtogotothepool,Iheldherback..

Cebi:Letmego!!Letmego

Me:Youcan'tgointhere

Cebi:Letmego!!!(crying)

Nka:What'sgoingon?

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Ithoughtyouleft

Nka:It'srainingwhatareyouguysdoinghere?

Me:Justleaveokay?Thishasnothingtodo

withyou!



QUEENHLOMUKA

Mthunziwaspacingupanddownnervous..

Mthunzi:Whatnow?

Me:Justcalm down!..Stoppacing,Yougiving

meaheadache!

Theraingotstronger..

Me:Anytimenow

Itgotmorestrong..



Mthunzi:What'shappening?

Iclosedmyeyesandfacedup,Afterafew

secondsitstoppedraining.Iopenedmyeyes

andlookedatthepool..

Akeremergedinthemiddleofthepool,She

wasstruggling..

Me:Goinandgether

Mthunziwenttogether,Isawlightinthesky..

CEBISILE

Thelightstartedshininginthepool,Itcleaned

thewater.Thewaterwascleanandglowing.



EllaEmergedinthemiddleofthepool,Then

Titi..

Iwasrelieved..Theywalkedoutofthepool,

WithEllahelpingTitiout..

Whentheywereout,Iranuptothem.Ihugged

Ella..

Me:Don'teverscaremelikethateveragain!

Shehuggedmebackandkissedmeonmy

forehead..

Ella:Ipromise

QUEENHLOMUKA



Ilookedather..

Me:Welcomeback

Aker:Youcouldn'tthinkofthis?Waybefore?

BeforeDallaalmosttookme?

Me:Youbackaren'tyou?

Thepoolexcretedthebodyoftheservantout,I

lookedatthewater.Itturnedclean..

Me:I'llinform theguardstoburnherbody

Mthunzi:She'llgetaproperburial,Getburiedby



hersiblings

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Iwastryingtosavethem from thepain,But

whoam Itodisagreewiththeking

.
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MTHUNZI

Itwasearlyinthemorning,Eachtimewhen

there'saroyalverdict.Atleast50villagershave



tobepresent,Towitnessthecrimeandhear

theverdicttoo..

Istoodbeforethepeople,Alongsidemewas

Aker,MyMom andthesiblingsoftheservant.

WhichweweretoldhernamewasNosipho.Her

siblingsare15,And6.Bothgirls.I'verequested

theirpresencewaybeforethisofficialmeeting

wastotakeplacethismorning..

Me:MyPeople,PeopleoftheHlomukavillage.

Itisunfortunate,ThatIhavetostandhere

beforeyouallregardingagruesomecrimethat

happenedhereinthePalacelastnight.Last

nightwelostoneofourdedicatedServants.

HernamewasNosipho.Nosiphowasmurdered

andthrownintoourpool,Herthroatwasslitin

waysthatherheadalmostfelloff



Somevillagersrespondedunkindlytothenews..

Me:Fortunatelythecriminalwasapprehended,

ThroughPrincessKholisiwe.Whowasonher

waydowntogetwaterandsawwhatwas

happening.TheManbehindthiscrime,Is

unfortunatelyoneofourown.Oneofthe

trustedguardsinthePalace.Hisreasoningwas

thathehasbeenafterNosiphoforawhile,Who

wasnotinterestinher.Hedecidedtorapeher

andkillher.Hekilledherbecausehewas

scaredthatshewasgoingtotalk

Ilookedattheguard,Alfredo.Whohadanoose

aroundhisneck,Hewastobehanged..

Me:Alfredo!!Whatareyourlastwords?



Alfredo:AllIhavetosayisthatIam innocent

manabouttobehangedforacrimeIdidnot

commit.AsGodismywitness,Soaremy

ancestors.IdidnotkillNosipho.Iam notthe

enemyhere,TheenemyistheKinghimself!!

"Blasphemy!!"

Thevillagerschanted..

"BlasphemyusedinthenameoftheKing!,Hang

him"

Voiceswereinsync..

"Hanghim!!..Hanghim!!..Hanghim!!"



Me:Thepeoplehavespoken!!AlfredoI

sentenceyoutodeath.Alifeforalife!!

Iraisedmyhandup,Andbroughtitdown.The

otherguardstightenedthenoosearoundhis

neck.

Hestartedprayingoutloud..

Alfredo:Ourfather,WhoartinHeaven.

Hallowedbethyname,ThyKingdom come,Thy

willbedoneonearthasitisinheaven

Theykickedthechairathisfeet...

Thepeoplechantedashestruggledtobreath..



"LonglivetheKing!..LonglivetheKing!!..Long

livetheKing!!"

TIERA

Me:Idon'tremembermuch,Justbeing

underwater.IdorememberQondisiwefighting

withAkerunderwater,Fightingtoputherback

inthissmallbottle.Akerwaslosing,Akerwas

closetobesuckedintothebottle,Someoneshe

waspulledout.Qondisiwegavemethisbottle

beforeshedeparted,SowecantrapAkerinside

Ella:Idon'tremembermuch,IjustsawTiti

strugglingandIpulledherup.Ididn'tsee

QondisiwenorAker

Mom:Thewaterturnedred,Andyouguyswere



underthereforawhile

Dad:Timeunderwaterwhenthere'sQondisiwe

movesslowerthanours

Ella:Waitaminute..Akerwaspulledout,But

shedidn'tcomeoutofourpool

Dad:Becausewenottheoneswhodidpulled

herout.Twowordsfightingunderwater,She

waspulledfrom theothersideofthewaters

probablybythoseshe'shelping

Ella:Whatnow?

Me:Akerisourresponsibilitytovanquishback

intothebottle,AndSenzotoclaim backthe



kingdom inarightfulmanner

Dad:Sowhenwillthatbedone?

Me:Qondisiwesaidintwodaystime,Where

AkerandMthunziwillbejoinedtogether

throughthefirststepofmarriage.Lobola

Myphonevibrated..

Me:Ihavetogo,Senzoishere

IgavemyMom thebottle..

Me:Keepitsafe



Mom:Iwill

MTHUNZI

Iwasstandingbythewindow,Inthestudy.A

glassofwhiskeyinmyhandandwatching

Alfredo'sdeadbodystillhanging.They'lltakeit

downafteranhour,Tomakesurehe'sreally

dead

Queen:Youdidwhatyouhadtodo

Me:Twoinnocentlivesarelost

Queen:Iknow,Butwehadtodoit.Tosaveyour

Princess



Me:Ifeeltherewasanotherway,Butyouchose

thatone

Queen:Evilhasnootherway,There'sonlyone

wayandit'swaymeanslosinginnocentpeople

alongtheway.UnlessyouletgoofAker

Me:Akerisnotgoinganywhere

Queen:Thenpreparetodothingsoutof

character,Youchoosingthis..Stopbeinga

babyaboutitthen!

Icontinueddrinkingmywhiskey..

TIERA



Wesharedalonghug..

Senzo:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine..Areyouokay?

Senzo:I'm welltoo

Me:It'sgoodtoseeyouagain,I'vemissedyou

Wesharedakiss...

Senzo:I'vemissedyoutoo

Me:Wehavealottocatchupon



Senzo:Let'sgogetbreakfastthensowecan

talk

Heopenedthedoorofhiscarforme..

Igotinside.Heclosedthedoor..

.
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TIERA

Me:YourstepfatherisanamazingPerson,

Borrowingyouhiscarallthetime



Senzo:Iknow..Hedoesn'tuseitmoreoften

becausehedrivestrucks

Me:He'sagoodguy

Senzo:Toomuch

Helookednervousforsomereason..

Me:Areyouokay?

Senzo:Yes..Justhungry

Me:Ithasn'tbeenthatlongsinceweordered,

I'm surethefoodiscoming



Senzo:Let'sjustenjoythisdaybeforewetackle

anyissues

Me:Iagree

Thewaitressbroughtourorder..

Waitress:Englishbreakfast

Sheplacedtheplatesonthetable..

Waitress:Complimentarywaffle,Cream,With

chocolatesaucefortheLady

Sheplaceditonthetabletoo..



Waitress:Enjoy

Imovedtheplatetomakespaceforthewaffle,

ItwasonlythenIsawthestatement"Wouldyou

marryme"writtenwithchocolatesauceonthe

place.Alsoaringonthewaffle.Ilookedat

Senzo

Hegotupandcametome,Kneltrightinfront

ofme.Peopletookouttheirphonesandstarted

recording.Hetooktheringandheldmyhand..

Senzo:We'vebeentogetherforashortwhile

now,Butinallmyrelationships.You'vebeenthe

onlygirlthatI'vebeenthroughtribesand

tribulationswith.Theonlygirlthatstoodbyme,

Andevenwentasfarasriskingherlife.You



showattributesofatruequeen,Andthere'sno

ladythatI'dratherhavebymysideasmy

Queenbutyou.Takethisringasmytokenof

appreciation,Appreciatingthewaythatyoulove

me.YoulovedmebeforeyouevenknewwhoI

was,Itwouldbeanhonourifyoucouldagreeto

marryme

Thisisbyfarthebestthingthat'shappeningto

mylife,Sincethiswholethingstarted.Thebest

positivething..

Me:Yes..OfcourseI'llmarryyou

Peoplestartedclappingasheslidtheringinmy

finger.Tearsfillingupmyeyes.Hehelpedme

tostandupandwesharedahug,Followedbya

deepkiss...



QUEENHLOMUKA

IwasonthephonewithAmahle,Shewastelling

megoodnews.Shelostthebaby,I'vebeen

wantinghertoo.Ratherhavethebabyasa

sacrificethanhertobenextinline..

IhadtohideMthunziaway,Ihadtoaskand

convinceMimitoMotherMthunziforme.That

kepthim safe,From beingasacrifice.

IfIdidn't,Thesisterhoodwould'vetakenhim

andkilledhim asasacrificetotheunderworld

forthepowersofaSomandlakazitostrengthen.

It'saritualthatwasdiscoveredrecently,Itwas

meanttostartwithme.Hehadtoreacha

certainage,TheAgeof6.Thentheyweren't



goingtobeabletosacrificehim.Theywant

them stillfoolish,Andyoung..

WhenMthunzistartedbeingfondofher,Iletit

be.WhereMimitookcareofmychild,Iwas

alsoabletoconcentrateonotherthings.Things

likemakingsureIbecomethebestQueen,And

thatIkeepmypositionastheQueen..

Ididthattoprotecthim,Fooledthesisterhood.I

didn'teventhinkitwasgoingtobepossiblebut

itwas

Me:HowisSonnytakingit?

Amahle:It'sdifficult,Nowtakinghim awayfrom

thevillage.From alifehe'salwaysknownwas

allfornothing



Me:Yourlove,Theloveyousharewithhim is

notdeterminedbyababy.Youtwowillgoonto

havemorebabies,Thisshouldn'tbeasetback

Amahle:ThankyouMom.Wewereeven

thinkingofcominghomeyouknowforawhile

Me:WellIthinkit'sgoodforyouguystogo

throughitwhilstbeingthere,Let'sfaceitbaby.

Youneverlikedthevillage,Alwayswantedtobe

aprincessthatisnothomebound

There'salotthat'shappeningthatIdon'twant

hertocomehometooasyet,Atleastafterthe

warisovershecan..

Me:I'llcallyoulater



Amahle:OkayMa..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..Bye

MTHUNZI

Isawthepictures.IstillfollowTitionthe

socialsjustsilentlyso.Shehaspostedapicture

ofaweddingring,Withacaptionthatwasclear

Senzoproposed..

Ididn'tknowIstillhadfeelingsforher,Looking

atthepicturespissedmeoffsomehow..

Createdsomehotsensationinmychest..

Aker:Alfredohasbeentakendown



Me:YeahIdon'tcare

Aker:What'swrong

Me:SenzoproposedtoTiera

Aker:Theloveofyourlife

Me:Notanymore

Aker:Youreallythinkthatyouweredestinedfor

thatgirl?

Me:Ijustthoughtthattheywouldbecoming

afterusbynow,Butheretheyareplayinghappy



families

Aker:Don'tunderestimate

Me:IhaveyouandMom,Whodotheyhave?

Qondisiwehasleft

Aker:Whichisscary,Whywouldsheleavejust

likethat?

Me:Ireallydon'tcare,Iwanttoseebothdead.

BothTitiandSenzodead

Aker:PatiencemyKing,Patience

NOLITHA



Atleastbothmykidsarenowsafe,Bothof

them arehome.It'snotoveryet,ButatleastI

havebothofthem..

IwaswaitingforCebi,WeweregoingtotheDr

forhercheckup.Ellawasatwork..

Nkashowedupfrom thebedroom,Withhis

luggagebag..

Nka:Gottherestofmystaff

Me:Good

Nka:Sothere'snowayoffixingthis?Nowayof

talking?



Me:Talkaboutexactly?Howwilltalkingfixthis?

Thetruthisoutalreadyandthere'snothingyou

goingtosaythatwillchangemymind,Convince

meotherwise

Nka:Noli

Me:What'stheretotalkaboutexactly?Hear

youliemoresayingyouwon'tdoitagain?Iain't

beenthroughhellandback,Justtobebroken

byyou.MeandMykidsaregoingtodojustfine,

Pleaseleaveanddon'tthinkofcomingback

here..Youonlysorrybecauseit'sgoingtobe

embarrassingforaProphettodivorce,Losehis

kidsallbecauseofanaffair.Youjustwannafix

thisforyourownreputationnotbecauseyou

care!!



Cebiwalkedin..

Cebi:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yesbabyeverythingisokay,Let'sgo

Ilookedathim..

Me:Don'tevercomeback,You'llbehearing

from mylawyer

Iopenedthedoor..

Me:ComeCebilet'sgo

MTHUNZI



Me:WewillbesupportingNosipho'ssiblings

from nowon,Makesuretheirhomeisalways

theirs

Queen:Theotheroneisofage,Sheshould

comeandworkhere.TakeherSister'sposition.

Ifwearetohelpthem,Sheshouldworkforit

Me:She'sstillYoungMa

Queen:Wenotrunningacharitycasehere

Me:It'stheleastwecando,Afterwhatwe've

donetoher

Queen:Mthunzihaven'tyounoticed?Weareno



longertheGoodguyshereokay?Ifweshow

anyweaknessthepeoplewillstartquestioning

us.Sheshallcomeandworkforus..Finishand

klaar!

.
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NOLITHA

AFEW DAYSLATER

Iwasmeetingupwithmylawyersowecould

discussthedivorce..



Lawyer:Youwannawalkawaywithnothing?

Me:Idon'twanthim thinkingthatitwasa

transaction.Hehassaidsomeprettymessed

upthingsaboutmystateofunemploymentand

hismoney

Lawyer:Ithasbeenanemotionaljourneyfor

you,Thelastfewmonthsofyourmarriagewere

unbearable.Howaboutsomecompensation?

Me:Idon'tneedhismoney

Lawyer:Thismanisnotreadytodivorceyou,

Hehasbeentoomuchtodealwith.Doesn't

showonmeetingswithhislawyer,Actuallyhe

doesn'tgiveafuck



Me:Hehasbeendifficult

Lawyer:Haveyoutriedcontactinghim again?

Me:No..Idon'twannatalktohim,I'm sure

there'ssomethingwecandoright?Lawfully?

Lawyer:I'llhandleit,Don'tworry

Me:Thankyou

TIERA

TheoldmanlookedatSenzo'sbirthmark..

Man:Indeedyouaretherightfulking



Senzoloweredhisshirt..

Senzo:ThisiswhyIneedyourhelp,Youareone

oftheeldersandyoucantalksensetothe

otherelders

WedecidedtodrivedowntotheVillage,Butwe

didn'tgotothePalace.Wemetupwithoneof

theroyalcouncilelder,Whoagreedtolandus

anear.Wearetakingamuchlessaggressive

approachuntilotherwise..

Man:Ifyouwerekepthiddenforthislong,And

youcomenowtoclaim thethrone.Don'tyou

thinkthattheQueenandMthunzihavegeared

up?



Senzo:Iknowtheyhave,AllIneedisan

audience,Thewholecouncil

Man:Idefinitelywillcalltheotherelders,To

discussthisandthenmakesureyoutakethe

throne

HelookedatSenzo'sstickandsmiledalittle..

Man:Isee,Youfoundanotherpowerfultool

Me:Youknowit?

Man:Yes...AllthepreviousKingsheldit,Itwas

alsokeptsafe

Me:Thankyousomuchforhelpingus



Man:Notatall,Youtwostayhere..I'llgogetat

least3oftheelders

Hewalkedoutandleftusathishouse..

(Silence)

Me:Canwetrusthim?

Senzo:He'souronlyoption

Me:Won'theratusout?

Senzo:Wewillhavetohopenot



HepulledthechairformeandIsatdown..

QUEENHLOMUKA

Ilookedathercleaning,Andtearingup.Nosi's

littlesister..

Iclearedmythroat.Shelookedatme,Boweda

little..

Girl:Hermajesty

Me:What'syournameagain?

Girl:Khethi



Me:Lookthingshappen,Peopledie.Ithasbeen

dayssinceyoursisterpassedonandwetook

careoftheburialfees.Youworkforus,Soto

provideforyourselfandthelittleone.Iam

expectingalittlebitofgratitudethanmourning

Khethi:IhumblyapologizemyLord

Me:Gobacktowork

OneoftheGuardscametome..

Guard:Herhighness

Me:Yes?

Guard:Oneoftheelders,MrNtshangasewould



likeawordwithyou

Ntshangasewalkedin..

Me:DowehavearoyalmeetingthatIdon't

knowabout?

Ntshangase:NoherMajesty,Butthere'snew

developments

Me:Whatnewdevelopments?

Ntshangase:SenzoandtheLadyTierasnuck

intothevillagetoseeme.He'stalkingabout

claimingthethroneandneedstheroyalcouncil

help



Me:Howweretheyallowedin?

Ntshangase:I'm notsure

Me:Doesanyoneelseknowaboutthis?Have

youtoldanyoneelseaboutSenzo?

Ntshangase:No

IlookedatKhethi..

Me:Don'tyouknowthatwhenwetalkingyou

needtogiveustheroom?

Khethi:Yesherhighness



Ishookmyhead..

Me:Thankyou,I'lltelltheGuardstogoseize

them

Ntshangase:Yesyourhighness

Me:Yourloyaltywillgorewarded

Hesmiledandbowed..

Me:Pleasehaveasitsotheycanprepare

somethingforyou

Ntshangase:Herhighness



Iwalkedtothedoor,Thentalkedtooneofthe

Guards..

Me:WehavetwointrudersthatIneedyouto

seizeatNtshangase'shouse.Thengettwo

guardsinsidethehouse,ToseizeNtshangase

Guard:Yourmajesty

MTHUNZI

Wewereonourwaybackfrom KwaZulu-Natal..

Me:Kholi'sfatherisnotstupid,Weshould've

knownthathewasgoingtodothis

Aker:Hedidn'tcancel,Justpostponed



Me:Eitherway!

Aker:Calm down,Thenegotiationswillstill

happennextmonth

Me:KingLushabaalwayswannabedifficult

unnecessarilyso

Aker:Iknowbutatleasthedidn'tcancel

Me:Yaawhatever

TIERA

Asweweresitting,Guardsburstin.Istoodup..



Me:Iknewit!!

Theyseizedus..

Senzo:There'snoneedtomanhandleher,She's

awoman!

Theydon'treallysaymuch,Butjustfollow

orders..

Theycuffedusandledusout..

Me:Whywouldhebetrayuslikethis?

Senzo:He'sfearfullyloyaltothosebastards!



WewereledtothePalace,Asprisoners..

MTHUNZI

Myphonerang,Itwasmymom.Iputheron

loudspeaker,ShewastalkingaboutSeizing

TieraandSenzo..

Me:Whywouldtheycometothevillage

knowingverywellthatthey'llbeputting

themselvesindanger?

Queen:Hewashopingtoconvincethecouncil

Aker:Getanaudience



Queen:Exactly

Me:Weactuallyareonourwaythere

Queen:Wewilldeliberateontheirfatewhenyou

gethere

TIERA

Wewerebroughtstraighttothepresenceofthe

Queen..Wewerethrowndownatherfeet,

TogetherwithNtshangase..

Ilookedathim andshookmyhead..

Queen:Iadmireyourcourage,Showinguphere

knowingverywellthatit'ssuicidal



Senzo:Forwhat'srightfullymine,Iwillbe

suicidal

Queen:Thethroneisoursnow,Whydon'tyou

justaccept?

Senzo:Iwon'tacceptthat

Shelookedatme..

Queen:Youshouldbeashamedofyourself,

Movingfrom oneBrothertotheOther.What's

withyouandthethrone?Youthatdesperate?

Senzo:Tieradidnothing,She'sonlyhereasmy

companion



Queen:Inthatcaseyourcompanionwillbe

killedfirst,ApainfuldeathandI'llletyouwatch!!

ShelookedattheGuards..

Queen:Goandlockthem up!

.
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TIERA



Wewere3inthecell,Atthebasementofthe

royalpalace.Ntshangasewassittingdown,

Senzowaspacingupanddownupset..

Ntshangase:IfyouknowtheQueen,Andhis

Son.You'dunderstandverywellwhyIdidthat

Senzo:Idon'tunderstand,Idon'tunderstand

becauseinsteadofyoualsobeingoutthere.

Youherewithus

Ntshangase:IfIsummonedtheroyalcouncil,It

would'vebeenadeathwishonmyside.I

would'vebeenchargedwithtreason,Itwould've

beenworseforme.Youchildrenneedto

understand



Me:Stopsayingweneedtounderstand,

Becausewedon'tunderstandshit.You

betrayedusandthengotbetrayedyourself

that'sthesituationathand

Senzo:YoubestbelievethatwhenItakethe

throne,Youwillbemadeanexampleof.Pray

theQueengetstoyoufirst

Me:Twowrongsdon'tmakearight,Wehere

nowandthat'sthat

MTHUNZI

Theirbelongingswerebroughtfrom

Ntshangase'splacetothepalace..



Titi'spurse,Withtheirphonesandastick..

Ilookedatit..

Queen:IneverthoughtIwouldseethisagain,A

royalscepter

Iheldit..

Queen:AllKingsbeforeyou,Ruledwiththis

Me:Wherewasitallalong?

Queen:Hidden,OnlythetrueKingorthechosen

onewillbetoldweretogoandgetit



Iplaceditdown...

Me:Hefoundit

Queen:Senzoisatrueking,Doesthatsurprise

you?

Me:Senzohasbeennothingbutathorntome,

It'stimeforhim togoandunitewithhis

ancestors

Queen:WhataboutTiera?

Me:Shewillhavetwochoices.Eithershe

comesbacktome,Orshejoinshim indeath

Queen:Youseriouslywannabringthisgirlback



tousagain?Afterallthatshe'sdone?

Me:Titihasalwaysbeenmine

Queen:Iseriouslydon'tunderstandyou

IlookedatoneoftheGuards..

Me:Pleasedobringhertome

HebowedandwenttogetTiti..

NOLITHA

Me:Herphoneisoff



Iputmyphoneonthetable..

Cebi:Somethingisnotright,Theyareindanger

Me:Thenextbestthingtodoisformetogo

there

Cebi:Youwon'tbesavingthem.Instead,They'll

throwyouinjailtoo

Me:MyDaughterisindanger.Ican'tjustsit

hereanddonothing

Cebi:Youwillbedoingsomething,Weneedto

prayforherandtalktoherancestors.Thisis

thelastfightremember?



Me:IpraytoGodthisisthelastofit,My

Daughterhasbeenthroughalot

Cebi:It'llbeokay.IbelieveinTiti,Thetoughest

fightsaregiventothestrongestsoldiers

TIERA

Theyopenedthebars,AndtheGuardgrabbed

myarm..

Senzo:Hey!!

Guard:TheKingrequestsyourpresence

Senzo:Getyourhandoffher



Me:It'sokay

Senzo:Mthunzihasnobu-

Me:Senzoit'sokay..It'sokay

TheGuardpulledmeoutandlockedagain,

ThentookmestraighttoMthunzi'spresence..

Hewasinhiscourt,Hewasalone..

Mthunzi:Leaveus,Gostandoutsidebythedoor

andmakesurenoonedisturbsus

TheGuardwalkedoutandclosedthedoor.



Onyourknees..

Me:Idon'tbowdowntoahumanbeing

Mthunzi:I'm notjustanyhumanbeing,I'm a

King.Youwillshowrespectbybowingdownto

me

Me:Iwilldonosuch

Mthunzi:Youtalkingasiflikeyouhaveachoice

Iremainedstanding...

Mthunzi:Okay



Hetookthescepterandstoodupfrom hischair.

Hewalkeduptome,Stoodbehindmeandthen

Ifeltsomethinghittingmeonmylegs,Literally

bringingmedowntomyknees..

Mthunzi:Iam aKingandyouwillshowmethe

respectthatIdeserve

Ikeptquiet..

Mthunzi:Can'tsayanythingnow?Wherewas

thefightingspirit?

Istillkeepquiet..

Mthunzi:Youhavetwochoices.Youeither



comebacktomeoryoudiewithhim

Me:I'lldiewithhim

Mthunzi:Don'tmakeanyrashdecisions,You

haveatleast2daystothinkaboutit

Me:Idon'tneedtoo..I'lldiewithhim

Hehitmewiththescepteronmyback,I

screamed..

Mthunzi:Whatdoyouseeinhim?Youfucken

givingupallofthis?AchancetobeaQueen

andlivelifelikeaQueenforwhat?Forsomeone

whowillneverbeKing



Hehitmeagain..Iscreamed..

Ileanedforwardwithmyhandsontheground,

Mykneesstillontheground..

Tearsstreameddown..

Mthunzi:Iwillgiveyou2daystorethink

everything

Iheardhisfootstepswalkingtothedoor.He

opened..

Mthunzi:Takeherback

TheGuardwalkedintogetme..



NOLITHA

IopenedthedoorandNkawalkedin..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Nka:Iam goingtoaskyouonequestionand

yougoingtotellmethetruth

Helookedatme..

Nka:WhereismyDaughter?WhereisTiera?

Me:She'sattheHlomukavillage



Nka:Whatisshedoingthere?

Me:I'm sureyouknowwhy

Nka:Here'swhatIdon'tunderstand,Youletmy

Daughtergodowntothatvillageknowingvery

wellthatit'sdangerous.Tofightafightthat's

notevenhers!Titishouldbefocusingonschool

Me:Don'tcomeinhereandlecturemeabout

mykids,Mykidsaregrowntheyallowedto

maketheirowndecisions

Nka:That'swhyshe'swheresheisrightnow

Me:Andyouabetterparentthanme?



Nka:I'm notsayingthat

Me:LookNkaIdon'twannafight,I'm inprayer

formyDaughterandIdon'tneedyoudisturbing

me.Allthatyouneedtodoissignthedivorce

papers..That'sallyouneedtodo!

TIERA

Theytookmebacktothecell..

Ntshangase:SweetLord,Whathappened?

Senzocametome..

Senzo:IswearonmyancestorsI'm goingtokill

him!Mthunzihasalwaysbeenacoward,



BullyingwomenthantoactuallytakeupMen

Me:It'sokay..Lethim be

Hewipedmytears..

Senzo:Ican'tlethim goIwon'tletthisgo!

Me:There'snothingwecando,Weareathis

mercy

Hehelpedmetositdown..

Ntshangase:Atleasttheyneedtogiveuswater

andbandagesorsomethingtohelpthispoor

child



Senzo:Don'tsayanything,Weareherebecause

ofyou!!

Me:I'm goingtobefine,Let'snotgivehim what

hewants.Fear

Senzo:Youhurt..Youbleeding

Me:Iknow,Butthere'snothingwecandoabout

it

MTHUNZI

Ilookedatthescepter,Akerwalkedin..



Aker:Physicallyhurtingherwon'tmakeher

comebacktoyou

Me:Idon'tneedalecture

Aker:Iam goingtogiveyouone,Becauseyou

arethinkingwithyourfeelingsrightnow

Me:Tierahashurtmemorethananyother

womanhaseverdid

Aker:Andshedoesn'twantyou

Me:Youdon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Aker:IknowandI'veseenit



Me:I'm goingoutsideforfreshair

QUEENHLOMUKA

Ilookedattheknife..

Som:Wetraveledalltheway,Allthewayfora

weakling

Me:Akerisnotaweakling,Shejustdoesn't

haveachallengeyet

Som:Youthinkthatknifewillkillher?

Me:Nobutit'lldefinitelykillKholiandthenshe'll



beforcedtoleaveherbody

Som:Isee

Ilookedather..

Me:Youdon'tbreathawordaboutthis

Som:Never

Me:Good

.

Tobecontinued

EBUKHOSINI

112



SENZO

Titiwaslayingthereinpain,Shivering.One

thingthatkilledmedeepinside,Wasthefact

thatIcouldn'tdoanythingaboutit..

Itriedtocalloutforhelp,TheGuardsstood

therenotcomingtoouraid.Ancestorsain't

evendoinganythingaboutthissituationtoo

Ibroughtherintothissituation,Idraggedher

intothismess..

Iftheworstcomes,WhatwillIsaytoherfamily?

HowdoIexplainthismesstothem?



Ihaveneverwantedtokillsomeone,LikehowI

wantedtokillMthunzi.IfIdomakeitoutof

here,That'sthefirstthingI'm goingtodo.I'm

goingtokillhim!!..

ELLA

Cebi:Thisisasuicidemission,Idon'twantyou

togo

Me:TitiandMthunzicoulduseallthehelpthat

theyneed

Cebi:Iunderstand..It'sadangeroussituation

Me:TheyupagainstTheQueenandAker,We

know.OurGuides,Theyneedtostandupand



fightwithus.Ifwegoingtolosethefight,Ithas

tobethem

Cebi:I'm comingwith

Me:No..YoupregnantandIftheycouldsniff

thatoutofyou,Theygoingtoattackonthat

Cebi:Weafamily,Andwe'vealwaysfoughtside

byside.Wegoingthere,I'm comingwith.Ican't

sithereanddonothing

Me:I'llcheckifwecouldgetaflight,It'llbe

muchquicker

Cebi:Dothat



Icheckedonmyphoneifwecouldfindaflight...

QUEENHLOMUKA

Som:Exactlywhyareyoudoingthis?

Me:Akerhasprovennottobeusefultous

Som:It'smorethanthat

Me:Doyouknowhowitworkswithus?

Som:How?

Ilookedather..



Me:Foryoutobestrongerinourworld,You

needtokill.Akerisatamuchhigherrank,

KillingKholisiweshewillcomeout,Whenshe

does.Iwilltrapherthengoandsubmitherto

theSisterhood,CapturingAkerwillgivemea

higherrank.Morepowerandmoreriches

Som:Sobasicallyyouarebetrayingoneofyour

own

Me:Myloyaltylieswithnoone,Butmykids

Som:Isee

Me:Thecrystalplease

Som:Thecrystal..Here..



Itookit..

Som:MayIwatchasyoutakeherdown?

Me:Yes..Youmightlearnathingortwo

ELLA

Wedidgetaflight,Iwasabletobook.It's

leavinginanhour..

Mom:Youguysneedtocomeback,I'm not

goingtolosebothkids

Me:Wewill..Ipromise



Mom:NottoohappyaboutCebigoingbuthey,I

understand.Youdoanythingandeverythingfor

theoneyoulove

Cebi:Wewillbeokay

Shehuggedus..

Mom:I'llprayforyouguys,Andpleasecallme

Me:Wewill..Ipromise

AKER

Iwasstandingbythebalconydrinkingblood,



Goatblood....

IfelttheQueen'spresencebehindme..

Queen:Aker

Me:Queen

Queen:Ineedtotalktoyou

Me:Talkorkillme?

Queen:WhywouldIkillyou?

Iturnedaroundandlookedather..



Me:I'm thegoddess,Thepriestessofthe

underworld.Icanonlybecapturedbyoneofmy

own,Whoisfightingmeontheoppositeside.

Dalla

Queen:Idon'tknowwhatyoumean

Me:Butgoodluck,Shouldyoutry

Iwalkedout..

Me:I'm goingtocheckuponmyKing

TIERA

Senzohelpedmetogetup,Andsitupstraight.

Hewasemotional,He'sbeeneversincewhat



happenedtome..

Senzo:Howarewetofightwhenourguides

aren'tevenstandingandwalkingwithus?

Me:Senzo

Senzo:Iwantustogetoutofhere,Gohome

andforgetabouteverything.Theycankeepthe

stupidthrone

Me:It'syourbirthright!

Senzo:Ifit'sgoingtocostusourlives,ThenI'm

good..Idon'twantit,Idon'twannabeapartof

it



Me:It'llbealright

Imovedmyhandtomybracelet,Theonethat

Qondisiwegaveme.Iclosedmyeyesand

communicatedwithherdeepdown.

"Weneedyourhelp..Ineedyourhelp,Thiswon't

bepossiblewithoutyou"

Mthunziwalkedin,Withtwoguards..

Mthunzi:Youwillbebroughtintocourt,Exactly

at6am tomorrow

Senzomovedclosertothebars..

Senzo:Ihaveasuggestionandasolutionto



this

Mthunzi:Let'shearit

Senzowipedhistears..

Mthunzi:Lookatyou,Atmymercy..Tearingup,

Theonewhowassaidtobethechosenone.

Weakandbeggingatmymercy!

Senzo:Youcanhavethethrone,Iwon'tfight

youanymore.Youcanhaveit,It'syours.I'llsign

itattheroyalseal

Mthunzi:Forwhat?

Senzo:Myfreedom,AndTiti'sfreedom



Mthunzi:Godownonyourkneesandbeg

Senzowentdownonhiskneestobeg..

InternallyIwasatmybreakingmoment.Thisis

wrong,Thisisverywrong..

Me:Qondisiwe!!!!

Senzo:TitialsoneedsMedicalcare

Mthunzi:Titiknowswhattodo,Togetthat.Titi

wasmine,Andshehastobemineagain!

Senzo:Justpleaseletusgo..Letusgo



Mthunzi:Youarepathetic,Lookatyou.Weak

andbegging!Thefutureking!!

Mthunziwentonandon,Degradingus.Making

himselfaGod..

Inthatmistofchaos,Qondisiweappearedin

themiddleofthecell.NotasQondisiwe,Butas

Dalla..

Shelookedatme,Andsmiledalittle..

Qondi:Senzogetup

Senzoturnedandlookedather.Qondisiwe

raisedupherhandandthenthescepterstick



from MthunzilavitatedandgottoSenzo..

Senzopickeditupandstooduptohisfeet.

IwassurprisedthatQondisiwemadeherself

visibletoeveryone..

Qondisiwe:Moveback

Senzomovedback..Mthunzididtoo..

Mthunzi:GogetAker!!GogetAker!!

TheGuardsranoff..Qondisiweheldherhand

upagainstthebars.Awhitelightwasexcreted

from herhandtothebarsandmeltedthebars.

Withthat,Wefeltthegroundrumbling,The



forceofherpowerknockedMthunziawayand

someofhisguards.Thepillarsfrom theirside

crumbledandfelltoo.Therewasalotofdust..

Afterawhileoftheimpact,Whenitwasquiet..

Qondicametome..

Qondi:It'stime

Inodded..

Shecametomeandgavemeahug,Withthe

hugshewaspossessingmybodyagain.Sowe

standasoneinthisfight..

Qondi:Whateverhappens,Wedon'tdie



.
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QONDISIWE[TIERA]

IextendedmyhandtoMthunzi,Hereached

downdeeperintohispocketandtookoutthe

smallblackbottletotrapAker..

Wewentupstairs,IknowforthefactthatAker

hasfeltmypresence.There'snowayshe



couldn'thave,Wearesistersbutbothplaying

fordifferentsides..

Mthunziandhisguardswerestilldown,Not

deadjustknockedout...

Gettingtothelounge,AlreadyTheQueenand

Akerwerestandinginanopenspace.

Aker:Well..Well..Ishould'veknownthatthey

wouldbringyouback

Me:Indeedyoushould've

Queen:LookatitQondisiwe,Youare

outnumbered.Youseriouslycannotexpect

Senzotobeabackup.Weplayingwithdark



powersherecomeon

Me:Idon'tneedbackup,Todefeatyou

Aker:Iliketheconfidence,Let'splay

Shenearedcloser,Ididtoo..

Sheraisedupherhandatme,Ididtoo..

Whenourhandscollided,Herpowerandmine

knockedusbothout.Ifellfar,Shedid..

Me:Don'tmakethishard

Aker:Anddon'tmakethiseasy



Shereleasedhersnakes...

Me:Shield!!

Apowerfrom myhandwasreleasedtoburn

them..Akermovedbackalittlefeelingpain

from seeingherkidsdyinglikethat..

Shereleasedmultiplefireballs,Iraisedmy

handsupandlavitated.Thefireballshitthewall,

Thewallcrumbled.Igotbackdown..

Ireleasedmyfireballbutnotonher,Ireleasedit

tohersidekick.Caughtheroffguard.Itsenther,

Sheactuallyhittheslidingdoorwithherback..

Shefellandsmokearosefrom herchest..



Aker:No!!!

Akerranuptome,Iranuptohertoo.Weboth

lavitatedandasshewasabouttostrikeme.I

grabbedherarm andwecamedownfalling

bothofus,Withherhittingthefloorfirstand

breakingthetiles.Myhandpinninghersdown..

Shemovedmyhandwithherotherhand,I

movedback..

Shelavitatedbackandkneltwithoneknee.

Me:Careful,Breakingorhurtingahumanbody

beyondwillactuallyexpellyououtfrom that

body



Shewasbreathingheavy,AndsowasI..

Sherealisedtwobigsnakes..

Theycrawledfast,OnetomeandonetoSenzo.

Ireleasedmypoweragaintokillthem,But

wasn'tquickenoughtoprotectmyselffrom her

fireball.ItknockedmebackandIfell..

Aker:Carefultoo,Hurtingahumanbodywill

expellyou!

Islowlystoodupcoughingoutsmoke,Ilooked

attheslidingdoor.TheQueenwasn'tthere

anymore..



Ilookedaround,Andsawhermovingslowly

behindSenzowhowasfullyconcentratedon

me..

Me:Senzo..Lookout!!

Whenheturned,Shestabbedhim.Deepinhis

gut

Me:Noooooo!!!!!!!!!!!!

Hefell,TheQueentookoffhernecklace..

Queen:TheTiger'seye,YoureallythoughtI'dbe

unprepared?..Wecan'treallysaymuchabout

yourfutureKing!



CEBISILE

Iopenedmyeyesscreaming...

Ella:What'swrong?

Iwasinaseriousstateoffear,Myheartbeating

fast..

Peoplelookedatme,Wewereintheplane.

Ella:Whatisit?

Me:Somethingiswrong..IthinkSenzoisclose

todying



Ella:What?

Theflightattendantcametous..

Me:He'sdyingElla,Isawhim inmydream

Attendant:ExcusemeMam'Iseverythingokay?

Youscaringtheothe-

Ella:I'm sorryit'sjustapanicattack,Firsttime

flying.Wegotitundercontrol,I'm trulysorryfor

thedisturbance

Sheslowlynoddedlookingatme..

Ella:Maywepleasegetabottleofwater?



Shelefttogetusone..

Ella:Listenbabe,Youneedtokeepitdown.We

almostlanding,We'llbelandingin30.Rather

notfallasleepanymore,Takedeepbreaths..

Drinkwaterandrelax

Inoddedrepeatedly...

Ella:It'sgoingtobeokay

QONDISIWE(TIERA)

Myheartwasbleeding,Youcouldseetheblood

stainonmywhitedress.IndicatingthatTiera

washurtingdeepinside,Tierahurtingwillslow



usdown..

Aker:I'llbedamned!..Lookatthat

IcrawledrighttoSenzo,Thepainofthefireball

wasalsotakingatollonme..

TheQueentookouttheknifefrom him and

stabbedhim again..

Me:Nooo!!!!

Ikeptonbleeding,Crawlingrighttohim.The

keyistogettohim beforehedies.Ifhedies

thenIwon'tbeabletohealhim..

Shestabbedhim again,Myheartkepton



bleeding..Akerreleasedherfireballatme,I

raisedupmyhandanditbouncedoffmyhand

butknockingmebackabitfaraway.Iwas

stoppedbythebricksfrom thewallthat

crumbled.Iam gettingweak,Afireballisn't

supposetoknockmeout..

Sheretractedtheknifefrom him,Andhekept

onbleedingwhilststilllayingonthefloor..

Me:No!!!!!(screaming)

Aker:Wellthatwaseasy

TheQueencollapsed,Thoughshehadthe

tiger'seyecrystalnecklaceprotectingher.She

stillfeltthepainfrom thefireball..



Akerwenttoher..

Aker:Welllet'sfixyou

Inthemistofpain,Igotupandforcedmyselfto

move.Akerlookedatme,Shereleasedahalo.

Thatactedasarestriction..Itwentaroundme

andrestrictedmefrom moving.Theirsisdark

andpoisonous..

Aker:Don'tmove!!!!

MTHUNZI

Iopenedmyeyes..

Itwasamess.Thepillarsweredownand



broken,Bricksalmosteverywhere.Myheadwas

banging,AsItriedtogetup,Myleftlegwasn't

co-operating.Itwasembeddedunderalotof

bricksthatIcouldn'tmoveoutofmyway..

Ilookedaround,MyGuardsweredownandnot

tomoving..

Me:H..H..He..Hel..Help..(coughing)

QONDISIWE(TIERA)

BynowSenzowasn'tmovingatall..

Queen:IshallgoandcheckoutmySon,What

arewegoingtodowiththisone?



Aker:Livehertome,IwanthertofeelhowIfelt

whenshecapturedmeandIwasherhostage

foryearsandyears

Queen:Goodluck

Ilookedatherasshewenttothebasementto

checkuponherSon..

.

Tobecontinued
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QONDISIWE



Mthunziwasdraggedandbroughtintoour

presencebyhisMothertheQueen.Icouldhear

hisscreamsandnoticedhislegwasfuckedup.

EvenifAkercanhealhim,He'llforeverlimp..

Shewouldonlypartiallyhelphim,Forfull

healinghe'sgoingtoneedatouchfrom

someonelikeme..

TheHaloringwasstillaroundme,Orrather

circlingme.Ican'ttouchitandifImoveitwill

killme..

AkerwenttoMthunziwhowaslaughingfrom

seeingSenzolayingthere,Lifeless.

Hewashappy,Relievedandinternally

celebratinglikewhatjusthappenedisrightand

normal..



Mthunzi:Thisisbeginningtoamuseme,Ithas

beenfoundednowthatwenevergoing

anywhereandwewillneverlose.Thishasbeen

nothingbutasuicidalattemptfrom thegetgo.I

givehim Afortheeffortthough,Forfucken

trying!

IclosedmyeyesandspokewithTierafrom

deepwithin:

"Theonlywaytorevengeyourenemyis

standingtalldespiteyourheartbreaking.This

wasboundtohappen,Thiswasgoingto

happen.Theyweregoingtousehim asbait.

Givingupnow,WouldbelettingSenzodiein

vain.Youneedtohelpme,Helpyouavengehis

death!.There'salotofoptionsinthissituation,

Butgivingupisnotoneofthem".



Iopenedmyeyes..

Weheardvoices,Comingfrom thekitchen.It

wasEllaandCebisile..

Queen:Well..Well..Lookwhatitis,WhatIlove

aboutthisfamilyisthattheysupporteachother,

Evenindeath

AkerwasabletohealMthunzi,Hegotupand

justasIpredicted.Hislegwasn'tfullyhealed..

Ella:Titi!!

Sheranuptome,CebisileranuptoSenzo..



Me:Careful,Don'tgettooclose.TheHalowill

diceyou

Ella:Qondisiwe??

Me:ListenElla,Weareinabitoftrouble.You

needtoevokeYourGrandfatherdeepinyou.

Youhaveanancestralgift,Evokingitwillhelp

bringSenzo'sancestorstoosowecouldhelp

him

Ella:Idon'tevenknowhowtoevokemy

Grandfather

Me:Youhavetotry

Ella:It'snotthatIdon'twanttoo,ButIdon't



knowhow

IlookedatCebisile..

Me:Forgivemeforthis

IjustneedtobequickerthantheHalo,Iformed

afireballinmyhandandthencrouched,

ReleasingittoCebisile..

Imadeitslow..Thehaloconstricted.Cebisile

wasvigilantenoughtoseeit,Shemovedaway..

Ella:Areyouinsane?

Me:IfIkeeponreleasing,EventuallyIwillhit

herandthentheHalowillconstrictandkillTiti



Ella:Juststopit!!

Queen:Whatanunusualturnofevents,You

attackingyourownteam?Ifyouwantedthisgirl

todie,Justsayso..Icanhelp

Shepickeduptheknifeandmadeherwayto

Cebi..

Aker:Nosomethingiswrong

TheQueengotclosertoCebisile..

Aker:Stop..It'satrap!



TheQueentriedtostrikeCebisilewhowas

screamingbynow,Thenweheardanother

scream.Onethatwasn'thuman,Notevena

scream butdeepgroaning.ItwasElla,Seeing

theloveofherlifefacingdeath,Trippedthe

Tigerdeepinsideofher.ThespiritofNgwe..

Me:That'sit!!

TheQueentriedtostrikeCebiwhowasonthe

floorbutCebirolledover.TheKnifestruckthe

floor..

Ella:Stayawayfrom her!!

TheQueenjustglancedatEllaandthen

continuedtostrikeCebisile,Sheactually

stabbedheronherarm.That'swhenElla



chargedather,TheQueengotupandtriedto

stabEllabutfailed.WhenshetriedEllaalready

jumpedonher,Theybothfell.Ellaontopofthe

Queen..

Shedidn'tmoveforafewseconds.WhenElla

gotofftheQueen,Shestoodupturnedaround

holdingtheQueen'sheadinherhandandabit

ofbloodinhermouth..

Mthunzi:Moooooooom!!!!

Aker:Nooo

ItwasatthatinstantwhereTitidecidedtofight.

Broughtmyhandstogetheranddispensedmy

light.Alightshiningbrighterthananything.I

lavitatedalmosttotheceilingwiththehaloring,



MypowerstrengthenedwhenIheardthevoices

oftheotherwaterguardianssinging..Mypower

wasabletoshineandoverpowerthehaloring

andexplodedit.Ithenwentbackdown...

NOLITHA

Igothomefrom atrustedspiritualfriend,Iwas

thereinneedofprayers..

Onthekitchencounter,Wasabigwhite

envelope..

Iopenedittofindthedivorcepaperssigned.In

it,Wasalsoaletter..

From Nka,Directedtomewhichread:



"Iam sosorryforthepainI'vecausedyou.Ican

seethatwewon'tgetthroughthis,Icansee

thatyouhatemenowandit'sokay.Inever

imaginedusinthissituation.

KnowthatIloveyou,Ihopethiswon'tturnus

intoenemiesbutgoodfriendsandwewillhave

agoodco-parentingrelationshipwiththekids.I

knowyoufixatedonthefactthatyoudon'twant

anythingfrom mebut.Youcankeepthehouse,

ThecarandI'llgiveyouaspousalsupportup

untilyouareabletostandonyourfeet

financially.

Youwereagoodwife,Thankyou"

MyheartbrokeIwon'tlie,Thinkitwasalittle



betterwhenhewasfightingme.Fighting

againstthedivorce,Butnowit'sover.There's

nogoingback"

QONDISIWE

IstoodnexttoElla,Mthunziwasnexttohis

Mother'slifelessbodycrying.Akerwas

standingthere..

Me:Iresentyousaying"I'm outnumbered"

aren'tyou?

Itookthesmallblackbottleandopenedit,I

placeditonthefloor..

Me:It'soverAker,It'sover



Ella:Don'tmakethisharderforyourself,Atleast

thinkaboutthebodyyoupossessing.She

carriedyouthisfar

Akerlookedatsmallbottle...

Aker:Wegonnameetuponedayagain,You

knowit'snottrulyover

Me:Itneveris,Butuntilthatdaycomes

Ilookedatthebottle..

Shebentdownalittlewithbothherhandson

hertummy.Shewrenchedlikeshewasaboutto

vomit.Ablacksmokecameoutfrom Kholiand



wenttothelittlebottle.Kholifelltotheground,

WhenAkerwasfullyin.Thebottleclosedand

sealed.Ipickeditup.

CebisilerantoElla..

Cebi:Baby

Shehuggedher..

Ella:Areyouokay?

Cebi:I'm good,Areyouokay?

Ella:I'm okaytoo



IlookedatSenzo..

Ella:Ishegone?

Me:No..Thisonehasatrickyfather

Hisfatherappeared,Helookedatme..

KingH:Thankyou

Me:Asalways

HekneltdownnexttohisSon,Puthishandon

hisback..

Ella:What'shappening?



Me:Thesamethingthathappenedwhenhegot

sick,Hisancestorsaretheprotectorsofhis

soul.Upuntilhisdyingtime

Ella:TheyplayingGod?

Me:Theyjustdon'tneedhim ontheotherside

withthem asyet

WelookedatSenzo..

KingH:He'sbreathing..Mayyoudothehonours

Me:Yes



Iwentandkneltdowntohealhim..

KingH:ThankyouforhelpingmySon

Me:Wearecreaturesofthesamesource,We

helpeachother.ThoughnowIneedyouand

yourteam tobefullyactiveinhislife

HelookedattheQueen'slifelessbody..

KingH:Ipromise

Iwatchedhim ashedisappeared.Iplacedmy

handonSenzohealinghim..Afterafew

secondshewokeup.Helookedaroundandput

hishandonhishead..



Senzo:Whathappened?

Ella:Youdied

Senzo:What?

Ella:Youweregonemate,Dead!

Cebisilelaughed..

Cebi:Ella

Ihelpedhim up,HelookedaroundandsawThe

Queendead..

Senzo:Wewon?



Ella:Nowewon,Youweredeadthewholetime!

Senzo:Don'ttellmeshesavedmeandsaved

theday?

Me:Ohwshedid

Ella:Andyouwelcome

Ipickedupthescepter..

Me:ItwasanhonourfightingforyouKing

Senzo:Whatnow?



Me:Yourpeoplearewaiting

Igavehim thescepter..

Me:Ihavetogo

Ella:Areweevergoingtoseeyouagain?

Ilookedatthebottle..

Me:Shesentencedforcenturiesnow,Maybe

thesecondgenerationfrom yourkidswillsee

me

Cebicouldn'tstophertears..



Cebi:I'm goingtomissyou

Me:Iknow..Yougoingtomakeagreatmother,

Bothofyougreatkidsneverdoubtthat

IlookedatSenzo..

Me:Andyouaregoingtomakeonehellofa

king,Youhumble,Nobleandwillrulewith

mercythangreed,Evilandanger

Senzo:Thankyou

Me:Andyouhaveyourselfonehellofagood

wife,Neverforgetthatwhowillalwaysstand

andfightbyyou



IstoodthereasTitiandIseparated...

NOLITHA

Iwassoworriedaboutthekids,Butdeepdown

Iwasinapeacefulstate.Ikeptonglancingat

myphoneforatleastamessageorsomething,

ButdeepdownIwasatpeacewheretheyare

concerned

TIERA

Iopenedmyeyes,SeeingSenzoaliveprovedto

methatwewon..

Hehelpedmeup..



IlookedatMthunziandCebisilesittingbythe

Queen.Herbodywaswithoutherhead,Her

headwasabitfarfrom her..

Me:DidQondisiwedothis?

Ella:No..Idid

WesawtheGuardsrushingin..

Mthunzi:Siezethem!!Killthem!!Theyattacked

us,KilledtheQueen

Kholi:Seizethem andkillthem atonce!!

IsawNtshangasewiththethem andafew

othereldersofthecouncil..



TheGuardswalkeduptous,Thiscannotbe

happeningagain..

Me:Notagain

WhereIthoughttheyweregoingtoseizeus,

TheyboweddowntoSenzo

Guards:LonglivetheKing!!

Mthunzi:What?

TheygotuptogetherwithKholi,Astheytriedto

runofftheotherguardsstoppedthem..



Mthunzi:Iam yourKing

Ntshangase:Likehellyouare!

Senzoheldmyhandandwewalkeduptothem..

Mthunzi:I'm notgoingtobegyouformylife

Me:Ineverexpectedyoutoo,Butyouwillbow

downtome

Mthunzi:Never

TheGuardscameandmadehim bowdown..

DespitehisstubbornnessIcouldseethatdeep



downhewasscared..

Senzo:Ineedyoutogofarawayfrom here,

Don'tevercomeback!Leaveandgotoano

man'sland.IfyouevercomebackIwillhave

youkilled!!Goanddon'tcomeback

Theguardsraisedthem uptotheirfeetand

escortedthem out..

Me:Iam proudofyou,Twowrongsdon'tmake

aright.Returningevilwithevil,Changeswho

youarenotyouroffender

Ntshangase:Areyoureadytomeetyourpeople?

Hetightenedthegriponmyhand..



Me:Yes

Weallwalkedoutandthepeoplewerealready

standingthere..

Ntshangase:Takeoffyourt-shirt

Idid..

Ntshangase:Turnaround

Idid..

Ntshangase:PeopleoftheHlomukavillage,I

presenttoyou.YourKing,KingSenzoHlomuka



the4th

Iturnedandlookedatthem..

Theyallboweddowntome..

"LonglivetheKing,LonglivetheKing,Longlive

theKing!!"

.

Tobecontinued

.......

WehadapowersagetodayTsakaneand

Duduzapleasebearwithuswithregardsto

delayedinserts
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TIERA

[5YEARSLATER]

Doyouknowwhenthingshavebeengoingbad

inyourlifeforalongtime,Somuchthatevery

suffering,Everypainslowlydestroyedanylittle

hopethatyouhadleftdeepinsideofyou.When

thingsgethard,Deepdownyoulosetheedgeto

fight.Youlosetheedgetobelieveinanything..

Thelastyearswerethehardestofmylife,

Gettinghereseemedlikeadream thatwasonly

andforevergoingtoexistinmymind.Ithought

itwasgoingtoremainnothingbutadream.

WhenmyFatherhadthatvisionthatIwouldbe



aQueenoneday,Itallseemedlikeafantasy

andtodayIam livingthatfantasy..

Thethingisthat,Sufferinggoesonandon.

Sufferingseemstolastabitlongerthanwhat

wecanhandleashumanbeings,ButwhenGod

fixesyourlife.Ittakesamomentandhewillfix

itlikenothingwaseverbroken...

Isatinfrontofthemirrorlookingatmyself.

NowwhenIpass,Peoplebowandrespectme.

I'm livingahealthylife,Freeofwhatmystep

fatherdidtome..

Iputmyhandonmytummy...

TheinsultsthattheQueenbroughtmywayona

dailythatmychildrenwillbethisandthat,Was



nothingbutinsults.Thatwasnotmyfuture,

Thatwasnotmydestiny...

Iam 7monthspregnant,Withahealthyand

strongbabyboythatIcannotwaittomeethim.

I'm married,Ihadaweddingthatwastelevised

andwitnessedbymany...

Iam livinglife,Withpeoplewholovemedearly

andIcannotbethankfulenough..

MTHUNZI

Isawtheotherguyswalkingoutdisappointed,

Thatlasthopeinmedied.

Lifehasn'tbeeneasy.Onemomentyouarea



King,Youareontopoftheworld.Thenext

moment,Everythingcomesdowncrashing.

There'salotthathappenedwithinthis5years.

Consultingwithdifferentpeople,Iwastold

thingsthatIneverexpected.TheQueenbeing

myMother,KingLushababeingmyfather.It

wasalottotakein.Itwasalottoprocesstoo.

SobasicallyIwasclaimingaKingdom thatwas

nevermine,AndnowI'llsuffergreatlytomy

dyingdaybecausemyancestorsdon't

acknowledgemeandSenzo'sancestorsare

fightingmewithshotsaftershotsthatIcan't

duckanymore...

KholiandIhaveneverknownpeaceduringthis

5years,Allweknowispainandsuffering..Can't

evengetamerejob,Weliveasbeggarsinan

informalsettlement,Inashack.EverydayItryto



searchforsomething,Ajobbutnothing.It's

morelikeIhaveisichitho,Peoplegetdisgusted

byme.

PeoplelookatmelikeI'm nothingbutshit,Iget

norespectnordoIgetanythingthatmakesme

feellikeahumanbeing.Kholiiswithme

becauseshedoesn'thaveanythingandanyone,

KingLushabawantsnothingtodowithusatall..

Wehavenoone,It'sliketheworldhasturned

it'sbackonus..

CEBISILE

Me:Miracanyoustoprunningaroundplease??

Ipulledthechairandsatdown.Iwastiredof

runningafterher..



TitiandSenzowantedustostaywiththem at

thevillage,ButElladidn'tlikethatidea.She

wantedustoliveourlivesseparate,Andthem

separate.Shedidn'twantustoliveinnoone's

shadow..

Iam soproudofherbecausewithinthis5years,

Shewasabletostartherownconstruction

companythatisdoingwell.Shewasabletotalk

tomyfamily,AndfunnyenoughmyEvilfamily

allowedforhertoactuallypaylobolaandforus

togetmarried.Ifeeltheyonlyallowedbecause

theywantedmoney,AfterdoingrightIstillcut

them off...

UnfortunatelywelostmysisterConnie,The

painwastoomuchforhertohandleandended

uptakingherownlife.It'sbeenayear....



Iam currentlypregnantwithfraternaltwins.

ThroughIVF,Itwasalongprocessboth

physicallyandemotionally.I'm gladI'm due

soon,AndsinceMiraisfrom me.Thetwins,We

usedElla'seggsandatrustedsperm donor.

WhenIgivebirth,I'llgobacktousingmygiftin

helpingothers...

OnethingI'velearnedisthatlifecangiveupon

you,Butdon'tgiveuponit.Youwillneverknow

whatliesbehindthecurtain..

NOLITHA

Chef:Thenyouputthesyrup,Andthenviola

Gaufreparfait(perfectlymadewaffle)



Hehungthenapkinoverhisshoulder..

Me:Allthatadministrationforahomemade

waffle?

HeopenedthechairformeandIsatdown..

WheredoIevenbegin??Itookalongtimeafter

mydivorceforsoulsearchingandhealing.Idid

sometravellingfor2years,Learningabout

beingapastrychef.It'smydream,Mygoaland

Iwantedtoopenmyownpastrycorner.Idid.All

thespousalfinancialsupportIwasgettingfrom

Nka,Istartedmyownbakerywithit..

Inthemistofmytravelling,Takingclasses.Ifell

headoverheelswitha65yearoldmasterchef.

Wesharethesameloveforcookingandbaking,



AndIhaveneverbeenthishappy.Hesacrificed

alotonhispart,Leavinghiscountryandallthat

heknows.PermanentlymovingdowntoSouth

Africawithme.Helpingmewithmyrestaurant

thatwebothown..Whosaidonecan'tfindthe

perfectloveeveninoldage..

WithregardstoNka,He'sbeenpushingbuthe

hasn'tremarriedyet...

SENZO

IwasholdingTiti'shandasKingLushabawas

abouttosignthedocument..

King:Areyousureaboutthis?



Me:Verysure

Hesigned..

King:Thisdocumentstatesthatwearenot

enemies,Butyetnotalliances.Youhave

separatedyourkingdom from mineandmade

allianceswiththeZikhalivillage

Me:Yes

Itookthepenandsignedtoo..

Iextendedmyhandtohis..

Lushaba:Goodluck



Hetookhishatandleft..

Titi:Shamehelooksdisappointed

Me:He'llbealright,He'llgetoverit

Titi:Poorking

Me:Poorhim thanpoorourkingdom

Titi:Verytrue

Me:Areyoureadytogotoyourappointment?

Titi:Yes..YouknowIcan'thelpwonderhow



KholiandMthunziaredoing

Me:Idon'twonder,Solongtheykeeptheir

distance

MTHUNZI

Igottoourplacewiththewholecommunityout

andfloodingourshack..

AllIheardwas:

"Nangu"

Ididn'tknowwhatwashappeningbutallIknow,

IwascapturedtooandthrownnexttoKholiand

Som.IwasshockedtoseeSom,Wehaven't



seenhersincethatday.

Me:Canoneofyouatleasttellmewhat's

happening?

Kholi:I..Icontactedhertohelpus,

Unfortunatelyshecamewithherfriend

Me:Whatfriend?

Isawadeadmonkeynexttothem..

Me:Yougottabekiddingme

"Mabashisweabathakathi!!Ubuthakathiin

broaddaylight"



Wewerebeingaccusedofpracticing

witchcraft..

Theybroughtthepetrol,TheMentheretiedus

upandthrewusinsidetheshacksowedon't

escape..Theypouredpetrolonus,Beggingwas

useless.Whentheylitthematchstick,Ilooked

atKholiwithtearsfillingupmyeyes..

Kholi:I'm sorry

Iclosedmyeyesandtearsfellasthefire

caughton..

.

.....................THEEND................


