


Chapter#1

Her:(crying)PleaseRose..letmego

Rose:(crying)No...Icant..

Her:(crying)youhavetoletgoandthatway-you

willliveabetterlife

Rose:(crying)Idontwantit,Iwantyou

Her:(crying)Youhavetoletgo,yourhurtingme

.Please..

Rose:(crying)Nakedinoo!

...

Rosepoppedherheadoffthepillowwithsweatall

overherfaceandapoundingheartscreamimg

"Nakedi".Hereyeswonderedaroundherelegant

roomonlytofindherselfonlythere.Itwasalready

morningandanotherdaywithoutherbestfriend.

Tearsfilledhereyesasshebrokedowncrying.It

hasbeenfouryearsbutitfeelslikeyesterday.This



incidentblockedherwayforwardandshesee's

Nakediaroundthehouse.Sherarelysmile.Nothing

seemstobeabletolightenuphermoodandtickle

herforhertoletoutherpleasantgiggleseversince.

Herparentstriedwithgiftsandtakinghertotheir

events,fashionshowsandallthosetripsthatrich

peoplegoto,butitseemedtobeslowlybuilding

wallsaroundherheartandpaintingherbloodblack

.HeronlywishwastowakeupwithNakedibyher

side.

Shetriedrunningawayandsneakingoutbutthey

alwaysfoundherbeforeshecouldgetanyfurther.

Evenpeoplearoundherwereneverabletomake

herloughnorsmileabit.

Shewasrichwithnails,hadeverythingbutinthe

inside-shewasscreamingontopofherlungswith

noone-noonetohelp.

Herolledoffthebedintearsandwenttoherinsuit

whereeverythingwasneatlybeautiful,hertowels



wereallwhiteanditsurelysmelledgirly.She

strippednakedandopenedthecoldshowercrying

underit.Thecoldwaterpouredfromherheadand

downlickinghersmooth,radiantskin.

Afterfewminsshesteppedoutanddriedherself

beforeapplyingalotionandgotdressedinher

classyclothes.Shegrabbedherphoneandwent

downstairsgreetingeveryoneshemetonherway

down.Sreachedthetableandsatdownwithher

parentswhowerealreadyreadyforwork.

Her:(slowly)morning

Them:Morningdarling/morningprincess

Sheservedherselfandstartedeatingasher

parentslookedather.

Mother:Howareyoutodaybaby?



Rose:Fine,I'm..fine

Father:Yousure?

Rose:(nodding)

Mother:Hunnyyoudontlookfinetome,youlook

pale.Talktome.

Rose:IsaidI'mfinemom!Can'tIhavepeace?At

leastoncesothatIcanhavemybreakfastinpeace!

Isthattootomuchtoaskfor?!

Father:(halfshouted)Rose!That'snotagoodway

totalktoyourmother,apologize!

Mother:Noitohk..itohk(toRose)Sorrybaby..I

didn'tmeantoupsetyou.

Rose:I'msorrytoo.Ilostmyappetite(stoodup)

haveagoodday.

Withthatshewalkedupthestairstoherroomand

openedherlaptopthenattendedonlineclasses.

Meanwhiledownstairs...Hermotherlookedather



fatherwhoseemednottobebotheredthatdir

daughterisslowlyfading.

Mother:(scoff)Soyourseriouslygoingtoignore

whatjusthappened?

Father:What?Roseneedstoforgetaboutthatgirl

andunderstandthatI'malsotryingtoprotecther

fromtheworldoutthere,it'snotsafe.Sheneedsto

getthatthatfriendofhersisdeadandsixfitunder

andshe'llneverseeheragain,she'snomore.She

needstogrowup.

Mother:Jack!.Pretectherfromtheworldoutthere?

Forwhat?Doyouevenknownorrealisehowlong

she'sbeenlockedupinhere?Sheneverevengot

thechancetoenjoyherteenyears.Shenevergot

thechancetomakenewfriends.Shenevergotthe

chanceto-DATE!

Father:Nodaughterofmineisgoingtodateuntil

she's35androseisstill18.Thatmeansnotinthe

next17years.Orifshewanttodate,I'llpersonally

lookforaboyforher.ThatwayI'llalsobesaving



hertheheartbreak.Ifshewantedtothosefriends

yourtalkingabout,shewouldhavehadthemby

now.

Mother:Areyounuts?!Howwillshewhenshe's

lockeduplikeananimal?Doyouevenheryourself?

YouwanttoarrangemydaughterI'masilly

marriage?OvermydeadbodyJack!Youhearme

?Overmydeadbody!

Father:Watchyourwords!Whosaidanything

aboutmarriage?Yourtwistingmywords.

Mother:Wow!

Withthatshestoodupandwenttotakeherbagson

thecouch.

Father:Whataboutyourbreakfast?

Mothed:Ilostmyappetite.I'mofftowork,havea

niceday.

Father:IthoughtIwasgoingtodropyouoff?



Mother:(scoff)Helang!Youknowwhat-Thanksbut

IthinkI'lldrivemyselftoday.

Sheleftleavinghimaloneonthetablefulltable.He

sighedthensnappedhisfingersandaskedthe

maidstoclearthetablethenstoodupandtookhis

briefthenleft.

InaCruise

Abigailleanedonthebalconyonlyinhersilkygown

andwatchedovertheoceanasthethecruisedrove

along.Itwasabeautifulmorning.Shetookadeep

breathinhalingthemorningoceanair.Shefeltbold

armswraparoundhertinybodyandcomfort,safety

alongwithlovecoveredher.ItwasBreeze.

Breeze:Morning..

Gail:Morning



Breeze:howareyou?

Gail:I'mgoodandyoubaby?

Breeze:imalsogood.

Thewasamomentofsilenceastheybothlooked

overtheocean.

Breeze:IwishSagiwasherewithusandthe

vacationstartingsothatwecouldhaveourtime

alone.

Gail:Samehere,buttheEnterprisewon'trunitself,

wecantputourfulltrustonSamandBilly.Onthe

otherhandSagi,weleftheralone,runningthis

thingsbyherself.Shemustbedepressedbynow.

Breeze:Yeahshemustbe...

Gail:(turnedwithaconcernedface)I'mworried

abouther(teary)

Breeze:Iknow...butcantwemakethisabitlonger

?SagicanhandletheClub,FarmandEnterprise.



Besidesshecanpullallthejobsmorethatanyone

anddogood.CommonbbeIbegyou.

Gail:No...andyoupromisedtosellthevlob.Ifeel

cozyaboutthis.Idon'tlikeheraroundallthose

thugs,Iknowsheknowsandabletotakecareof

herselfbutIdontlikeit.

Breeze:IunderstandyouandItotallyhearyoubut

babythatclubismybaby,theonlythingIstarted

fromscratchuntilitwasoneofthehighestclubsin

thecountry,theonethatfedandraisedmewhen

myfamilywasfucked.

Gail:AndSagiisyourwifeBreeze!(calming)ohk..I

getyou...butcanyoupleasefindherabetterplace

towork?Thatwayshewontberiskingherlifeeach

day.

Breezetookadeeplookinhereyesandforsome

reasonhefeltwhatshewassaying.Heletgoofher

waistandleanedonthebalconyasthesoftairhit

softlyonhisskin.Hissecondwifehasalwaysbeen

theonetotakebulletsforhimnowandthen.The



onewhowasstrongerthanthemallandalso

fearless.Theonethatalwayshidherpainjustto

makesuretheirallfine,wouldn'titbegoodto

consider?

Gail:Justthinkaboutitohk..?

Shekissedhisbackandwalkedbackinsideleaving

hisminthoughts.

AttheTaxiRank

Itwasalwaysbusyasalways.Peoplerunningup

anddownlookingfortherighttaxistogettotheir

destination.Ontheothersideoftheroad,there

wouldusuallybepeoplewhosellfruits,vatkoekes

,cigarettes,coffeeorteaandalsosnackstobeable

tofeedtheirfamiliesbackathome.Onthecornerof

deranktherewouldbeagroupofmangambling.



Onthesideoftheroad-ayoungmanlooked

sidewaysbeforecrossingtheroadcheckinghis

pocketsheadingtothegamblingcorner.Hetook

outR10andlookedattheboardandtodaythey

startedwithspinning.Hesearchedhisbackpocket

andthereweretwofiveramscoins.Anolderman

spanhiscointhenhequicklyputdownhiswithtails

andswallowedasmorepeopleputheadsincethe

firstoneputheads.Theoldmanlookedattheten

ofthemwhoputthemoneyandsmiledb4quickly

removinghishandsandfrownedlookingatthetails

.Kagisoquicklygrabbedthemoneyandsmiledas

everyonelookedathimpissed.Hefrownedlooking

atthemandtookoneconeandspantheneveryone

putmoneyontheboardbutsixofthemwonallthe

moneyandsharedit.

Lateraround15h00-Theywerenowplayingdice

andcarss.Afterhefailedtwice,Kagisowenttothe

bathroomandhisR600inhissafepocketinhis

boxersandwentoutzippinghispantstocoverup

.HewentoverwithonlyR50andplayeduntilthey



thoughthehadnothingleftthemstillpaying.

Onhiswayhepassedbytheshipandbought

vegetables,fruits,mealandbreadthenheleft.

Hegothomeandfoundhissickmotheronthe

groundcryingandbeggingas4manthrewtheir

stuffoutofthehouse.Hethreweverythingdown

andrantohismotherandhuggedher.

Kg:Whatareyoudoing?Youcantdothat!

Man:Youhaven'tpayedyourrentandyouknowyou

havetopaytherentinthefirst2weeksoryourout!

Kg:ButmanItoldyouIwasgonnapayyou.Here!

HestoodupandwenttohisbagandtookoutR200

andaddeditwiththeR400heearnedtodaythen

gaveittohim.Themancountedthemoneyand

lookedathimwithasmirk.HerubbedKagiso's



shoulderandKagisoslappeditoffthentheman

calledhismanandtheywalkedoutoftheyard.

Kagisolookedatthemastheywalkedoutwhenhe

spottedagirlinawhitedressthatwasbelowhis

knees.Shehadlonghairlookingtowardshimbut

herfacewasn'tclear.Hismotherchokedfromthe

tears,hequicklywenttoherandheloherstand

takingherintothehousewhileshecried.Hehelped

herlayontheoldbedandwenttogettherestof

theirstuffoutside.Helookedatthesideiftheroad

andthegirlswasn'tthereanymore,probablycought

ataxi.Hesighedandwentbackinsidewiththeir

stuffandpackedthembackbeforehestarted

cooking.

Afterawhileheservedhismotherandwenttosit

onthestoopandatehis.Hiseyeswelledupwith

tearstothethoughtthathismothercouldleavehim

anytimeandhe'llbeleftwithnoonebuthimself.He

hastofindawaytomakemoneyeverydayandbuy

hermedicationorshecouldgetworse.Hehad

appliedforjobsbutstilltherewasn'tanyresponse

eventoday.Herubbedhistearsandswallowed



beforestartingtoeat.

Kagiso:(low)IguessIhavetogobacktostealing

frompeople'shouses.Policewouldn'talwayscatch

me.GattadowhatIgattado..

.

.

.

.

.Andtherewego!Ourfirstchapterofthestory

,hopeyoulikeit .Ifnotdropyourfeelingsonthe

commentsectionandI'lltryagain.

Like,shareandCOMMENT

[08/02,13:18]Lynne :Chapter#2

ThenextmorningKagisotossedyohismothers

rankledbeautifulface.Thoughshewasabitdarker



,hecouldseeabitofhimselfthere.Hekissedher

foreheadandgotoffthebedandwentoutsideto

fetchwaterandusedpremastovetowarmit.When

itwaswahepouredinabathdishandbathed

wholehismotherwasstillasleep.Afterfewminshe

appliedlotionandgotdressed.Thoughhewasn't

rich,he'sclothespinswarealwaystidyandhe

smelledfresh.Hebrushedhishairandputonacap

beforedisposingthewater.Hecamebackand

preparedaporridgeandatebeforesayinghisgood

byes.

Kg:Mom,mama?

Her:(sleepy)mmhh?

Kg:I'mgoingtothesideoftheroadatthemall.I'll

seeyouwhenIgetback.

Her:Oh..pleasetakecareofyourself,dontworry

aboutme.

Kg:YouknowIwill..anddpntforgettotakeyour

medicationweremakingprogresshere.



Her:Iwont.

Kg:Ohkbye,loveyou.

Her:Loveyoutoo.

Withthathewentoutthedoor.Itfeltreally

heartbreakingeverytimeheleftherbehindallby

herself.Nooneintheneighborhoodeveraccepted

them.And..hecouldn'tblamethemafterallthe

troubleshe'scousedjusttoputbreadonthetable

.Hearrivedatataxirankandclimbedataxiand

afterawhileitwasfullanditleft.

Hegotoffandwenttostandonthesideoftheroad

withothermanwhotriedtostopcarsforapiecejob

.

Guy:Heyman,what'sup?

Kg:Goodman,you?

Guy:I'mgood.Demnyoulookgood,they'regoingto

chooseyouasalways.



Kg:(chuckles)whydoyousaythat?

Guy:Commondudeeverytimewhenyourhereyour

theonlyonetheypick.Theyevenaskaboutyou

whenyournothere.Lastweeknonofuswas

pickedbecauseallofthemsaidtheywantedyou.

Kg:Youlie

Guy:I'mserious.Manyoushouldfindarealjob

usingthat.Tellthemtohireyouinsteadofthem

goingaroundlookingforsomeonetodoso.

Kg:Theywouldn't.

Guy:Theywill.Fromthepointofviewyouseemlike

youputeffortandhardworkinwhatyoudoand

that'swhytheywantyoumostofthetimetodothe

work.

Kg:NahmanIdon'tthinkso.

Aluxurycarstoppedandeveryoneelseranover

.Thewindowopenedandtheladylookedatallof

themwithtoomuchmakeuponwhilechewinga

gum.



Her:I'mlookingforsomeonewhocanfixbroken

pipes.Anyonehere?

Man:Ican.

Her:Ohkgetin.

Everyoneelsesteppedbackandthemangotinthe

carandtheladystoppedlookingatthem.

Her:anyonewhoknowshowtotrim?

Everyone:Ican

[08/02,13:19]Lynne :Continuation#2

Lady:Anyonewhocantrim?

Everyone:Ican.

Theladylookedatthembeforechoosinganelder

manthenhegotinbeforeshedroveoff.Kagiso



lookedatthecarasitdisappearedandcomingto

thinkofit,thatwashisdreamcarmadehimthink

evenlesserofhimself.Washeevergoingtobeable

tobelikeanyotherpeoplehisage.Imeanhe's

already22withnoplanorleadtohiswayforward

tosuccess.Alwaysitshimonthestreets,he

doesn'tevenrememberhowit'sliketospendthe

wholedayatyourplacewithnoworriesonwhat

yourgoingtoeattomorrow,clothesandshelter.He

sighedbeforelookinguptheskythenwenttojoin

othermanastheytriedstoppingcars.Abusslowly

drovebytoontheothersideoftheroadand

stoppedatthebusstopandopenedthedoor.His

eyesrantothebuswhentheylandedonagirl

sittingbythewindowlookingtowardhimandstill

eventodayherfacewasn'tclear.Helookedat

otherwindowsandotherpeoplewereclearand

whenhelookedwherethegirlwas,shewasn'tthere

butaanoldman.Hisheartskippedwhenhe

lookedaroundtoseeifanyoneelsesawthatbut

nop,theywerefocusedonwhattheyweredoing.He

thoughtmaybeitwashismindplayingtrickswith

himwhenheshookitoffandcontinuedtryingto



stopcars.

ATTHELYONSMANSION.

Around3h00pm,Rosestoodonherbalconylooking

downatthehelpersastheyloughed,high-fivedand

playfullyhiteachother.Themcallingeachother

friendsandteasingeachother.Howfreethey

looked.Shebitherlowerlipaspictureofherfriend

layinghelplesslyonthathospitalbedpoppedright

infrontofhereyes.Thatgirlwasmorethanjusta

friendtoherbutfamily,morelikeasister.Theonly

personshewasabletocommunicatewithfreelyso.

Theonlyfriendsheeverhadsincechildhood.

Nakediwasajoyful,delightfulandcontentedgirl

andwhensheloughed,sheloughedlikeababy.She

wasalwayspleasedandcheerfulandrightthatwas

thereasonwhyshecouldn'tseethepainshewas

carrying.Fightingcancerandrapeatthesametime.

Shecouldonlyimaginethepain.Nakediwas

alwaysthefirstpersontoseewhenshewasnot



ohkbutshecouldn't.Shecouldn'tseehereven

whenshewasonabreakdownnorseeacluethat

herfriendwasgoingthroughthemost.Somuchfor

agoodfriend.Hercrackingvoicewhenshetoldher

she"couldn'ttakeitanymore"layingthere.Theway

herbonesshowedupandherundereyeswithno

hair.Howshetoldher"thepainwastoomuch".

Whenthedoctorscameinandtriedescortingher

whilesheheldontoNakedi'smotionlessbody

screamingherlungsout.Allthatcamebeforeher

eyeslikeamovieastearsburnedhereyes.She

wentbacktoherroomandpickedNakedi'spicture

onherstudytableandhuggedadearlifeoutofit

.Shescreamedhernamemeltingdownherfluffy

carpetcryingoutloud.

Rose:(crying)I'msososorry.Comeback..

#AtACRUISEPARKING

Breezeputonehandinthepocketwhileanother



oneheldGail'swaistcarefullyhelpingheroffthe

boatleadinghertothecar.Shefixedhershades

asthewindtookhersummerdressandgotinthe

car.Theywerenowthecenterofattentioncourse

mostpeoplewillturnontheirtoeslookingatthem.

MustbefunbeingbornintotheLyonsfamily,well

atleastthat'swhattheythought.Theguardsput

thebagsinthetrunkandgaveBreezethekeysand

hedroveoff.Theguardswenttotheirsandsped

afterthem.Breezetookoffhisshadesandpulled

Gail'shandandkissedit.

Breeze:(smiling)Yoursobeautifulyouknowthat?

Gail:(blushing)youtellmealmostlikeeveryday.

Breeze:andI'llcontinueremindingyou.Yourapart

ofme,myheartbeat.

Gail:andSagi?

Breeze:Therewouldn'tbeaheartbeatwithouta

heartright?.Ifthereisnohearttherewontbea

heartbeatandifthere'snoheartbeattheheartwill

die.Soyoubothcompletemebabe.



Gail:Ncoowyoumissher?

Breeze:Very!

Gail:Imisshertoo.Icantwaittoseewhatshehas

prepared,I'msuresheoutdidherself.She'sagreat

cook.

Breeze:youbothare.Iloveyoubabe.

Gail:Iloveyoutoo.

Hekissedherhandandsteppedontheaccelerator

asshegiggledwhiletheguardsspedafterthem

tryingtocatchup.

#ATBREEZESHOUSE

Sagitookthecookingspoonandscoopedsoup

fromthepotandtasted,sheslowlyroseherhead

fromthespoontakinginthedeliciousnessdown

herthroat.Shesmiledimpressedandtookatable

bowlandpouredthestewbeforetakingittothe



dinnertablethatalreadyhaddifferentkindof

deliciousdishes.Shenicelyplaceditdownandput

thedishclothonhershoulderholdingherwaist

smilingimpressed.Shecoversthefoodandwent

backtothekitchentowashthedishesshewas

usingbeforegoingtotakeashower.

.

Afterawhileshewalkeddownstairswearingbuddy

outfitwithwethairtalkingoverthephone.

Sagi:OlebileItoldyouthatBreezeisonhiswayand

he'llseeyoutomorrow.Whydoyoukeepinsisting

thatIshouldtellyoutoexpand?Iknownothing

aboutthisshitheputonmydeskallIknowis

attendingmeetingsandreporting.Iknownothing

aboutRussiansbeingthesuppliersorwhomever

fuckthatis.IdistributeIdontgiveorders.

Olebile:Yeahyourrightyoudistribute,butplease

girl,givethewordoutwerelosingprofusionmoney

here.Ifyoudothisthesupplywillbehighandthat

waywellmake-



Sagi:Dudeno!Idontwantthistoblowinmyface,I

dontwanttogetpunishedforsomeshittyshit

dealingsIknowshitabout.IletBreezeknowabout

thissoyouguyscantalkitoutthoughIknowhe

wontagreetothiscourserecentlytherewasan

arrestofDanger.Theyfoundbricksinhistrunk0lus

hewashigh.Sopleasedopushmetodo

somethingI'llregretdoing.

Shehangupbeforehecouldgoanyfurtherand

pouredherselfwineanxiouslywaiting.

Onthesideoftheroad.

ThesunwasscorchinghotwhenKagisoliftedhis

shirtandwipedthesweatoffhisfaceandtookoff

hiscapfanninghimself.Heputinbackonandsaw

asportcarapproachingwhenheliftedhishand

tryingtostopthem.Hisfacedroppedfromthe

speedslowlythisguywontslowdownandhearhim

out.Greathewaswithagirl,nowonder.Thecar



passedwithhighspeedfollowedbywhatseemed

liketheirguards.Hesighedandlookedaroundhim

,itwasonlyhimself.Hesighedandtriedonemore

timebutnoonestopped.Heeventuallygaveup

andwalkedtotheranksearchinghispocketsand

heonlyhadmoneyforreturn.Hesawaman

standingbyhistaxiandtodaywasoneofthosedire

desperatedaysformoneytohim.Heswallowed

beforewalkingtowardshim.

Kg:Dumelang.

Man:Gorengmonna?

Kg:uhm..agoreselo.EermalomeI'mlookingfora

piecejob.

Man:Nahboyzatodaythoseotherboyshadalready

washeditasyoucanseebutcomebackafteraday

,ipromiseI'llgiveyouaturnforR50.

Kg:(bitlip)kealebogamalome.

Man:xapmotlogolo.



Kagisolookedaroundandallthistaxisherewere

clean.Hespottedanelderwomansewingwitha

tableoffruitsbyherside.Hetookashortprayerin

hisheartandwalkedovertoher.

Kg:Thobelabagolo.

Woman:thobelangwanaka,howareyou?

Kg:I'mgoodbut(heavilysighed)notreally.

Woman:What'swrongaren'tyouheretobuy

something?

Kg:no..Iamlookingforapiecejob.

Woman:ohI'msor-

Kg:(bowing)I'mdesperatehlemma.I,Ihavea

sickmotherathomeandI(teary)andI'mtheonly

oneshehasandshe'sdependingonme.Ineedthe

moneyevenifitsR5toaddsothaticanbuyher

medication.Anytimesoonshemightleaveme.

Thedoctorsaidishouldmakesureshetakesher

medicationdaily.Iknowbringingthisupwontmake

awayformebutpleasemma,Ineedhelp.Icould



doanything,anything.Icanevenwashclothes,

dishes,cleanyards,massage,digtoiletsorclean

them,mmaeasehelp.Ihavealottocoverina

monthplusrentorwewillendupunderabridge

again.Pleasehelpme,evenifit'snotyouhelpme

findonemmaI'mbegyou.(teary)

Justthetoneofhisvoicebroughttearstothe

womanseyesasshestaredintohistearydesperate

eyes.Onlyifshehadachildwhocaredthismuch

aboutherinsteadofsleepingaroundandbeing

broughtbackindifferentcars.Himbowingdown

likethatholdingtheoldwomanshandcought

people'seyesbuthecaredless.Thewoman

noticedalltheeyesandstoodupandheldKagiso's

shouldershelpinghimstandandforsomereason

shefeltlikegivinghimahugandhuggedhim.Care

andunderstandingcoveredKagisoastearsrolled

downhischeek.

.

.



.Commentformore

.

[08/02,13:20]Lynne :Chapter3

Stillhugging,thewomanfelthistearswettingher

onthebackandwaitedafewmoreminutesuntilhe

calmedthentheybrokethehug.Hewipedhistears

andlookedatthewomanwhogaveheracrateand

theybothsatdown.Thisboywascleantobethe

onecryingandbeggingstrangersforhelp.Hehad

longhairthatwasplatedcornrowsandhewaslight

skinned.Sheneversawamanlookinggoodwith

platedhairuntiltoday.Shethoughttheywerecrazy

buttodayitwasprovenotherwisecoursethisone

changedthedeclaration.Shesmiledwondering

whothewomanwaswhogavebirthtosuchaboy

wholovedhertothatextent.

Woman:haveyoueatenanything?

Kg:aowamma.



Woman:youcanhaveabanana,appleandthat

pieceofawatermelonthere.I'msureit'llbalance.

Kagisolookedatherandshesmiledathimandhe

returneditbeforedoingashewastold.Thewoman

gavehimatableknifesohecanbeabletocutthe

watermelon.Afterheatehisstomachwassatisfied

andhewenttothrowthepeelsinthetrashbinand

camebacksittingdown.

Woman:Youohk?Yourfull?

Kg:yesthanksalotmma.

Woman:yourwelcomemyboy.MynameisSylvia

Kani.

Kg:ohsorry,I'mKagisoMokwena.

Sylvia:ohk.SomyboythisisallIcanofferyouI

havenothingelse.You'llbehelpingmewiththe

tablewhileImakedressesandbeads.Iknowit's

notwhatyouexpectedbutthisisallIcanhelpwith.

Kg:(smiling)thankyousomuch.It'smorethan



whatIexpectedthankyou.

Sylvia:you'rewelcomemyboy.

Theycontinuedchattingtryingtoknoweachother

asmorecustomerscame.Around5pmthey

packedeverythingputtheminawheelbarrowand

KagisopushedittoSylvia'shouse.Whentheygot

therehehelpedherputeverythinginsideand

walkedout.

Sylvia:here,takethisandaddtoyourmothers

medicationmoney.Taketwoapplesandbananas

forher.

Kg:thankyoubutyoualreadydidenoughandI

reallyappreciateyour-

Sylvia:Yoursodisrespectfulmyboy.Don'tyou

knowthatyoucantdeclineaneldersgift?

Kg:Iuhm..

Sylvia:(loughs)takeitbeforeIslapyou.



TheyloughedandhetooktheR50andthefruits

beforetheyhuggedandhelefttotherank,coughta

taxiandwenthome.

.

Afterawhilehegotoffthetaxiinfrontofhisgate

andhepayedthedriverbeforehedroveoff.Hegot

inandclosedthegateandwenttothehouseand

knocked.Heknockedseveraltimesandwhenthere

wasnoresponsehewalkedinwithapounding

heart.Thecandlewasnotlitandthehousewas

dark.Helitthecandleandlookedaroundwhenhe

sawhismotherlayingonthebed.Hewalkdover

callingherandgentlyshookherashefelthisheart

beatinghardonhischest.

Kg:mama?Mama?

Her:(sleepy)mmhh..

Heheavilybreathedoutandtouchedhischest



beforesmilingandlookedatherassheturned

lookingathimthensmiled.

Her:(smiling)yourback?You'vebeengonethe

wholeday,Iwassoworriedaboutyou.

Kg:yeahI'msorryaboutthat.

Her:itsohk.

Kg:Didyouhaveyourmedication?

Her:Idid.IhopeIgetbettersoon.

Kg:youwill.Haveyoueatenanything?

Her:yeah,Ieventriedcookingpapandcabbage.

Haveyou?

Kg:mmmhyep.

Hewalkedtothepotsandopenedthembefore

servinghimself.Hewenttowashhishandsina

bowlandcamebackthenstartedeatingsittingon

plasticchair.



Mother:youshouldtakeabath,yousmellsweat.

Kg:(loughs)noI'mnotgoingtobathtoday.

Her:youareoryoursleepingonthefloor.Yournot

enteringthisbedsmellinglikethatandItoldyou

nottostandsolongonthesunandI'msureyoudid

.Hunnyyou'llbleed,youknowthat.

Kg:yeahIknow.IwontstandonthesunIpromise.

Her:great.Sohowwasyourday?

Kg:itwasdrowsybutImanagedtofindalittlejob

thatwillkeepusgoingfornow.Iwillbeworkingto

sellfruitswithmmeSylvia.Shewaskindenoughto

letmehustlewithher.

Her:oh..mayGodblessher.Pleasethankherfor

meandI'llgothankherwhenIfeelbetter.

Kg:Iwillmom.

#AtBreezeshouse



Sagiplayedagameonherphonelayingonthe

couchwhenthedooropened.Shethrewherphone

ontheothercouchandranacrosstheroomtothe

door.Breezewalkedin pullingthecasebut

droppeditwhenhesawSagirunningoverand

coughther.Shewrappedherlegsaroundhiswaist

andtheytightlyhuggedbeforetheyleanedinfora

passionatekiss.Breezewrappedhishandsonher

thighsbalancingherbeforebreakingthekiss.

Breeze:heysmucles.

Sagi:heybaby.Howareyou?

Breeze:nowIcanfullysayimgood.Andyou?

Sagi:Icansaythesame.

Theykissedonemoretimeandshesliddown.Gail

walkedinandshewenttoherhuggingherand

pulledherfaceFrenchkissingherandbrokeit.

Gail:ohksomeonemissedme.



Sagi:alot.Letmehelpyouwiththat.

TheyhelpedeachotherwiththebagswhileBreeze

pulledthebiggeroneandtheywenttoputthem

upstairsandcamebacktothedinnertable.

TheyallsettleddownandSagiopenedthefood.

Thearomahittheirnosesandtheirmouthwatered

instantly.Theyservedthemselvesandpoured

whine.

Gail:babysaygrace.

Breeze:(chocked)excusemewhat?

Sagi:saygraceitsyourturn.

Breeze:commonwives.Themanofthehousejust

returnedandalreadyyoursayingIshouldpray?.

WherewillIstart?

Sagi:howeveryouwant.

Breeze:I'masinnerhewontlistentome.

Gail:whosaidso?



Breezelookedatthem,andyeptheywereserious.

Breeze:ohklet'sraiseourglasses.

Sagi:(loughs)raiseourglassesforwhat?

Breeze:yougirlssaidIshouldprayandwhenIsay

raiseyourglassesyouaskwhy?

Gail:Wearen'tprayinggangsterismherewhy

shouldweraiseglasses?

Breeze:soshouldIsaybowyourheads?

Sagi:andholdhandsbabe.

Breeze:ohk...let'sbowourheadsandholdhands.

Youguysaremakingmeyourpastor.

Gail:justpray.

Theyallbowedtheirheadsandwaitedforabouta

minwithoutBreezeprayingwhenthegirlsrosetheir

headslookingathimbowinghisheadwithout



sayinganything.Theyloughedcoursinghimto

raisehisheadlookingatthemwithasmile.

Breeze:andAman.Yougirlsaren'twellmannered

,whyareyouloughingwhileI'mpraying?

Gail:youweren'tpraying.

Breeze:Iwas.

Theyloughedandaskedhimtoprayagainbuthe

refusedsoGailprayedandtheystartedeatingwhile

chatting.

AttheLyonsMansion

Rose'smotherJane,walkedpassedherdaughter's

roomandstoppedonhertoeslookingatherdoor.

Shehasn'tseenhertoday.Shewalkedoverand

knockedbuttherewasnoresponse.Sheslightly

openedthedoorandwalkedinswitchingonthe



light.Sheturnedandfoundlayingonthebed

facingtheceilingthenshewalkedoversittingon

theedge.

Notknowingwhattosayshelayednexttoheralso

facingtheceiling.Roseturnedherheadlookingat

her.

Rose:momareyouohk?

Jane:Areyou?

Rose:yeah...I'mfine.

Jane:baby...youknowyoucanalwaystalktome

right(facingher)Icanseethatyournotalright.I've

beenpretendingtobestrongthinkingyou'llgeton

yourfeetbuthunnynotonlyareyouhurting,your

hurtingmeyourmother.Igethurtseeingyoulike

this.EverytimeIpassthisroomandhearyou

sobbing,youdontunderstandhowmuch

heartbreakitputsmethrough.IknowwhatI'm

abouttosaywillsoundvigorbuthunny,she'sgone.

She'snomoreandthere'snothingwecandoabout

that.Iwishitwaspossibletobringthedeadback



butit'snot.Nakediisgone,goneandnevertobe

seenagain.

Rose:(teary)momstoprubbingitin.

ShestoodupandJaneroseherupperbodylooking

ather.

Jane:it'strueandyouhaveto-

Rose:(crying)momstop!Yousaidenoughalready!

AsshewasabouttosaysomethingherfatherJack

enteredtheroomandlookedatthemthenatRose.

Rose'sheartcrackedbeforehecouldsay

any5coursesurelywhateverisgoingtocomeoutof

thatmouthwasnogood.Notgoodatall.

Jack:Rose?What'swrong?

Rose:nothingdad.



Jack:doesn'tlooklikenothingwhenyouhavea

riverflowingonyourcheeks.Hunnywhat'swrong?

Jane:nothing,wewerejusthavingamotherand

daughterconversationandIguessIpushedtoo

hard-

Rose:(crying)youpushedmorethanhardmom!

Thatwasmy-

Jack:soit'saboutthatstupidgirl.Rosewhat's

wrongwithyou,nowyouroverdoingitmygirl.No

onemounsforoverayearespeciallyforafriend.

Babygetitintoyourthickskull"Shesdeadandsix

feetunder"shesnolongeravailable.

Jane:Woaw!Ithinkyoualsosaidmorethan

enough.Let'sgetoutofhere.Hunnygetsomesleep

andwelltalktomorrow.

Rose:Ihateyouboth,howcouldyou!

Jack:Rose!She'sdead!Youburiedher!Stopwith

yournonsenseandfindotherfriendsifyouwant

them.Wecantkeeppamperingyoulikeyourstilla

babyoryoujustlosther.Wealsolostfriendsthat

wegrewupwithfromwhenwewere6butwe



managedtomoveon.Yournotgivingthatgirl

peace,lethergo.WhenthesunrisetomorrowI

dontwanttohearanythingaboutthatstupidgirl

anymoreinmyhouse.Andifyoucrymakesure

thatyoucryforareasonablethingcourseifit'sthat

girl,Ipromisetogiveyouthemosthurting

punishmentyouwonteventhinkofsheddingatear

everagain.Your18forchristsake!.

Rosestoodthereasherthroatdriedandtears

streameddownhercheekslookingatheratfurious

fathernotblinking.Jane'stearsburnedhereyes

andsheexitedtheroomtothemainbedroomwith

tearsrollingdownhercheek.Thefearandhatredin

herdaughter'seyes.

BackinRose'sroomJacklookedatherandwentto

takeNakedi'sframedpictureasRoselookedathim.

Jack:Thisisthethingthatkeepsyoucryingnow

andthen?Apicture?

Rose:(crying)Dadpleaseputitdown,IpromiseI



wontevercryagain,pleaseputitback.Please..

Shesaidthatquicklywipinghertearsandputher

handstogetherbegginghim.Shefearfullywent

overlookinginhisangryeyesandwithshaky

handsshetookthepicturefromhisgripandheld

ontoit.

Jack:hunnyIloveyoubutifIhavetodothisforyou

tobeyourselfagainIwill.

Rose:Iknow.

Jack:wipeyourtearsandgotosleep.Goodnight.

Heopenedtheblanketsforherthenshegotinstill

holdingthatpictureandhecoveredherkissingher

foreheadandleftswitchingoffthelights.Roseput

thepictureontheheadboardandlookedatitas

tearsrolleddowntothepillow.Somehowshe

wonderedifherfatherwasrightorhewasjust

talkingoutofhatredforherfriend.Sheclosedher



eyestryingtostopthetearswhileinthoughtsand

eventuallyfellasleep.

.
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#AtKagiso'shouse

Earlyinthemorning,Kagisolookedathimselfon

thecrackedmirrorbeforetakingabrushand

brushedhishairthenputitbackwearingacap.He

wenttodisposethewaterandcamebackmaking

himselfacupofteaandsatdowngettinglostin

thoughts.Hismothertossedandturnedandfinally

openedhereyesandlookedathimwiththecupon



hislips.Sheliftedherupperbodyandbalanced

withherelbowslookingathim.

Her:Hey..

Kg:....

Her:Kagiso?

Kg:...

Her:Heiwena!

Kg:Huh?

Her:Whoisshe?

Kg:Whoiswho?

Her:thegirlyourthinkingabout.Theonemaking

youstareoutspaceconsumingyourmindlikethat.

Kg:(scoffs)Noonemom.

Hesaidthatstandingupandwashedthecupina

bowlandwipeditputtingitback.Heturnedtohis

motherlookingathimandshehadthat"Idont



believeyou"lookonherface.Hewalkedoverand

wentononekneelookingather.

Kg:What?

Her:Youtellme.Whoisshe?

Kg:Itsnobody.

Her:Cantbe"nobody".YourhandsomeI'msure

girlsthrowthemselvesonyou.

Kg:(loughs)Mom.

Her:I'mserious.

Kg:Nogirlwillfallforsomeonelikeme.

Her:Whynot?Yourahardworkingmanandyour

handsome?Whywouldn'tthey?

Kg:Theworldisdifferentnowmom.

Her:HowdifferentKagiso?

Kg:Mom,girlsthisdaysaren'tliketheonesyou

guyswerewhengrowingup.Theywantguyswith

money,maninsuits,manwithnicehaircuts,man



withcarsandhouses.Notuswhowalkandaskfor

piecejobsonthesideoftheroadthencomeback

homewithasmallgreenplasticbagthatcarries

only2applesandacabbage.Theywantguyswholl

takethemtoasalonandplaitlonghairsandput

fakelashes.Guyswholltakethemoutto

restaurantsatnight,buythemexpensivegifts,give

themmoneyforspars,nails,paytheirrants,actually

paytheirbillsandalot.Wholldatealikemewith

longhaircornrowsonhishead?.Aguywhowears

oldclothesthatarelayedonthegroundinthe

middleofashiningbrightsunlightsoldonlyR10.A

guystayinginoneroom?Aguywithtwoboxers?

Noone'sdaughterwillfallforthat,noteventheone

whogrewupinpoverty.Asfortherichonesthey

woulddarestoopsolow.Idoubtsomeonelikeme

willeverhaveafamily.I'llevendiebeingtheKagiso

Iam,withoutagirlfriend.

Her:(sadly)butyouusedtohaveagirlfriend.

Kg:(stoodup)whereisshenow?Married.Shes

marriedandhastwochildrenwithahusband

whoseasecretarywhileshesanurse.Livingher



life.Theonejustusedme.

Her:Theotheronewho?Usedyouhow?

Kg:Masedi.Nevermindhowsheusedme.Let's

justleaveitlikethatbutknowthatI'llneverhave

one.YourtheonlyonewholovesmeandI'mhappy

withthat,withyou.

Hekissedherforeheadbeforehuggingherfora

whilefeelingthecomfortandloveinherwarmarms

layinghisheadonherchest.

Her:ohmyboy...donteverthinksolowofyourself

likethat,dontlookdownonyourselflikethat,ever.

She'llcomewhenthetimeisright.Youstillhavea

longwayuponyourlifewithsomuchblessings,

forgiveuponyourselflikethat.Yourdreamof

becomingalawyerwillfinallybetrue,evenifit

doesn'tworkoutGodhasapreciousblessingfor

you.Iloveyoumyboy.

Him:Iloveyoutoomom.



Hestoodupandkissedhercheekandleft.

#AtBreezeshouse

Thegoldensunlightpeekedthroughthecurtains

andhitGail'sclosedeyeswhenshefrownedand

pulledtheshitsonherface.Sheopenedhereyes

andgotoutofbednakedgoingintotheinsuit.

Shewalkedintotheshowernakedandbalancedthe

waterbeforestandingunderit.Lastnightwas

amazingandhot.Shecouldbarelyfeelherlegs

andhercookiewasonfireandswollen.Shetried

touchingherselfbutstoppedbeforeshecouldand

steppedoutwrappingherselfinatowel.Howthe

helldoeshedothis?Courseclearlyifshe'sswollen

soisSagi.Shelookedatherselfonthemirror

drippingwaterandtookanothertowelwipingher

hair.Shewalkedoutandwenttoherclosetandgot

dressedbeforegoingtositinfrontthemirror

applyingno-bakeupmakeupandtiedherlonghair



beforewearingaBrazilianweave.Shelookedat

herselfbeforetakingitoffandtiedherhairintoa

bunthenappliedstylinggeldoingedges.

MeanwhileBreezeturnedtohersideusinghishand

lookingforherbutitwasemptythenturnedtoSagi

andpulledherinforacuddlewhileshewas

sleeping.Hekissedherneckwakingherandlifted

herleginsurtinghertigerinherswollencookieand

shereleasedasoftmoun.

Breeze:(cursingthroughteeth)fuck..

Sagi:(mouning)aahbabyI'm..I'mohGod..shit.

Hekissedherneckwhiletheotherhandtwistedher

nipplerelaxingherandslowlygrindinandoutof

her.Morningsession.

Meanwhile,Gailshookherheadwithasmile

lookingatthemthroughthemirror.Shecouldonly

imaginewhatherpussywaslikeorwhat'sgoingto

happentoitafterthis.ThankGodsheescapedit.



Hiserectiondoesn'teasilygodownbutmaybeafter

3or4roundswhenalone.Buthermounsplus

watchingthemlikethatmadeherwanttoget

undressedandjoininbutno-shehadtogetback

ondutytoday.

Sheworeherear-ringsandstoodupwearingher

heelsbeforegrabbingherhandbagandlaptopbag.

ShelookedatSagisfaceandlickedherlipsbefore

walkingoverkissingherwhileshemounedinher

mouth.Sherubbedherotherboobkissingher

harder.Shebrokethekissandsmiledbitingherlip

andwalkedout.

OutsideJackparkedhiscarbesidesSagisand

sighedlookingatit.Thisgirlneverlikedhereven

beforedatinghisbrotherandnowshe'sevenworse.

Hedoesn'tknowwhybuttheyneversaweyetoeye.

Hestartedtheengineputtingthegearonreverse

whensomeoneknockedonthewindow.

Gail:heyyou



Jack:sisterinlaw,howareyou?

Gail:I'mgood,andyou?

Jack:I'malsogood.

Gail:Areyouhereforyourbrother?

Jack:yeahbutIguessIshouldgetgoingcourseI'm

notgonnaseehimwithheraround.Idon'tknow

whatIdidtoyoursisterwifeforhertodislikeme

likethis.Didshetellyouwhyshehatesme?

Gail:Whateverfeudyouhavewithherisnonofmy

business.Andnoshedidn'ttellmewhybutformy

pointofviewIthinkitsbecauseofthedangeryou

andyourolderbrotherJamesonceputBreezein

whenhewasyoung.

Jack:soBreezetoldyouguysaboutthatshitthat

happenedalongtimeago?Whycan'thejustmove

onandletthatgo?Isaidwe'resorry.

Gail:Settingahouseonfirewhilesomeoneis

insideandsettinguptheirparentstodeathisnot

somethingyoucaneasilyforgive.Youandyour

brotherJamestriedtokillhimwhenhewasyoung



andthatthingisstilleatinghimthathisbrother

triedtokillhimforinheritance.Youbothnewthat

theyweregoingtogivemostofthewealthtohim

andplannedtokillhimbyburningthehousehe

inheritedwhilehewasinside,Jack!?

Jack:Wewereyoung,Iwas19andIdidn'tknow

whatIwasdoingandIwasn'tthinking.Jameswas

23.ButnowI'm40IknowbetterandI'msorry.I

reallyam.Jamesisalsopayinginjail.I'msorry.

Gail:yourapologisingtothewrongperson.You

owethattoyourlittlebrother.

Jack:IthoughthimandIweregoodandonthe

samepage,soIguessIwaswrong.

Gail:he'sagangsterJack.Youmadehimwhohe

is.Youturnedhimintoamonsterheissoconvey

yourcause.Butcarryitcarefully.-brotherinlaw.

Shegotinhercarandstartedtheengine.

Jack:Whereishe?Ineedtotalktohim.Ineed



someonetotalktoaboutsomething.

Gail:he'sout.He'satEllie'shousethereonlySagi

inside.Youshouldsay"hi"

Jack:NO!no...IthinkI'lljustheadback.Itwasnice

seeingyou.

HereversedanddroveoffandsididGail.

InsideBreezeheldontoSagiswaistgivingherlast

strokesandpumpedhisshootsinsideofherbefore

slidingoutandhisjuiceslidoutofherpotdownher

innerthinghs.Shemeltedonthebedwitha

throbbingpussyandsweatalloverher.Hejust

drainedallthatenergyputofher.

Hewalkedtothebathroomandpreparedabubble

bathforherandwentbackthencarriedherandput

herinthebathgettinginwithher,lettingherreston

hischestplayingwithherhairasshedozedoffin

thebath.

#AttheLyonsMansion



Jackparkedhiscaroutsidethenleanedback

gettinglostinthoughts.Healmostkilledhis

brotherbecauseofmoneyandproperty.Proving

himselftopeoplewhocaredlessthathewasaman

.Helpingsethisparentsdeath.Tearsburnedhis

eyeswhenhetookadeepbreathandsteppedout

walkinginsidethehouse.

Hewalkedupstairsandtookadeepbreathbefore

knockingonRose'sdoor.Thedooropenedand

sideleanedonitlookingathim.Hereyeswere

swollenyoucouldtellshesleptcryinglastnight.

Thisbabyrightherewashishappinessbeforebut

rightnowshehadturnedintoarealbellyacher.

Jack:howareyouhunny?

Rose:Iwasn'tcrying,Ipromisethisisjustuhm..I

yesterday

Jack:iknow..itsohk.



Hekissedherforeheadandlookedatherbefore

walkingtothemainbedroomandthrewhimselfon

thebedwhileJanetookhercoatandcarkeys.

Jane:yourbackalready?

Jack:couldn'tseehim.

Jane:letmeguess..Sagi?

Jack:hewenttohisbestfriend'shouse,Ellie.

Jane:ohk..imiftowork.Goodbye.

Jack:ButIsaidI'msorry.HowlongdoIhaveto

apologize?Therestofmylife?Hewantsmeto

kisshistoes?HecankissmyasscourseI'mnot

goingtodothat.

Jane:StayawayfromBreeze.Hedoesn'tlikeyou,

hehatesyou.Yoursuffocatinghimwithyour

presencelethimbe.Itsenoughyoukilledtheboy

inhimalreadysolethimbebeforehedoes

somethingstupid.

Jack:soyoualsoareonhisside?



Jane:therearen'tanysidesherehunny.Youtried

tokillhimdontyougetit?He'sagangsternow,a

fearedonesolethimbebeforehekillsyouwithout

remorse.

Jack:WhateverI'mnotgivinguponmybrother.

Jane:Whichone?JamesorBreeze?Imeanwe

bothknowthatBreezewantsnothingevenabitto

dowithhim.

Jack:(sigh)We'reLyons.I'msurewe'llworkthis

outwhenhecomesbackputofjail.

Jane:goodluck.

Jack:rightcauseI'llneedit.ButIwantedtoonly.

Jane:Ithoughtyoudidn'tliketalkingaboutthis.

HowcomearewetalkingaboutitandnotRose?

Jacklookedatherasshegrabbedhercarkeysand

walkedout.

#Atthetaxirank.



Kagisosmiledataladyandputwhatshewantedin

aplasticandgaveittoherandshegavehimmoney

andsheleft.HesatdownandlookedatSylviaas

shemadethetraditionalbeautifulisicholo.Hehad

alwaysseenthisanditlookedsoamazingwornby

youngwoman.

Kg:sowhat'sthatsignify?

Sylvia:ohthismyboy..thishatismostlywornby

marriedZuluwoman.ButIguessweAfricanslost

ourrootsandnoweveryonewearsitasafashion

trend.Thosedaysoncemarried,aZuluwoman

wouldwearthishatonadailybasistosignifyher

marriedstatus.

Kg:oh..andthebeads?

Sylvia:ThisZulubeadswereusedtoasalanguage

betweenmaleandfemaletoexpresstheirfeelings

,massagefromoppositesexandrelationship

status.



Kg:they'rebeautiful.I'maPedibutIdon'tknow

anythingaboutourtraditionalattire.Canyoutell

me?

Sylvia:(smile)soamI.ThePediattires.Wellthey

arethemostcolorfuloftheSouthAfricancultural

attires.Therichvibrantcolorsrepresenthappiness.

Beingbrightyellows,blue,pinkwhiteturquoise.We

aremuchmorelikeNdebelecourseweare

renownedforourbeadworkdesignandrichcolors.

Idontknowifyouknowbutwealsohavewhatwe

callitNtepaandLebole.

Kg:yeahIheardaboutthemandI'vealsoseen

them.They'reprettycool.Whataretheymadeof?

Coursetheyweighabit?

Sylvia:(loughs)youlietheydont

Kg:intellingyoumma.

Sylvia:theyaremadeoutofanimalsskin.

Kg:Wow..canyouteachmehowtomakea

bracelet?

Sylvia:forwho?



Kg:me!

Sylvia:huuu...

Kg:forreal.It'llbemyn.

Sylvia:ohk..takethebeadingwireandcutthe

lengthofabout3-4incheslong.

Hetookthebeadingwireandcutitwithout

measuringwhenSylvialoughedlookingathim.

Kg:what?

Sylvia:that'snot3-4inches,thats20.It'llbegood

foranecklace.

Kg:thenIguessanecklaceitis!

.

.
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Atthetaxirank.

Itdidn'teventakehimsolongtogetholdofit.After

beingshowedthereandtherehemanagedto

continueonhisownandmadehispiece.Itwasn't

reallyhardasitseemedbutprettysimple.

Itwasbrightandbeautifulwithadiamondpattern

inthemiddle.Sylvialookedatthenecklaceand

smiledadmiringlyandlookedathim.

Sylvia:Wow!I'mimpressed!



Kg:Thankyoumma.

Sylvia:youevenmadeitbetterthanIthoughtit

wouldbe.Youusedonlybrightcolorsandit

attracts.Itsreallybeautiful.

Kg:(smiling)Thankyoumma.IthinkI'llgivethisto

mymotherjusttoshowhowmuchIloveand

appreciateher.

Sylvia:that'ssweetofyou.(Thoughtforasec)

Maybeyoucouldhelpmebothsidesdontyouthink?

You'llalsohelpwiththebeadswhileImakedresses

thatwaywe'llbeabletoraisemoremoneyquickly.

Kg:I'dlikethat.Asforthisone-thisoneisfora

specialwomanclosetomyheart.

Sylvia:That'ssweetmyboy.Sowhatarewe

makingnext?

Kagisoraisedthenecklaceadmiringitwhenacar

stoppedinfrontoftheirtableandthewindowrolled

down.Amaninasuitsmiledtakingoffhisglasses

lookingatthenecklace.



Man:Eitameibrah

Kg:Eita.Howareyou?

Man:I'mgood.That'sabeautifulnecklaceright

there.

Kg:Thankyou.Iwouldn'thavemadeitwithoutthis

beautifulwomanhere'shelp.

Man:wow.Itreallyisbeautiful,brightanditshows

thatitwasmadebyanelatedperson.

Kg:thankyou.

Man:Howmuchisit?Areyousellingit?

Kg:uhm..sell?No.Itwasspeciallymadefor

someone.

Man:Fromthediamondsign-Icouldtellshe'slucky

.Ohkcxxlman.

Kg:Wait.!Icanmakeyouoneifyouwantit.

Man:really?ManI'mgettingmarriedintwoweeks

andmyfiancedoesn'thaveanecklace.Were

havingatraditionalweddingsoIwantittobeagift.



Kg:Yeah..I'llmakeoneforyou.

Man:(smiling)thankyouman.Canyoualsoadda

bracelet?

Kg:yeah..whendoyouwantthem?

Man:howfastcanyoufinishbothofthem?

Kg:comebackafter3days,Ipromiseyou'llfind

themready.

Man:(smiling)howmuchwillitbe?

Kg:uhm...

Itwasforthefirsttimebeingaskedaboutaprice

andontopofthathecamebeforehecouldprepare

himself.HebithislipandlookedatSylviawhen

shesmiledandturnedtotheman.

Sylvia:thatwouldbeR500myboy.

Man:(jawdropped)ohk..

Kg:uhm..



Sylvia:Youwanthertolookamazingandbeautiful

inherattireright?

Man:yeah...

Sylvia:womanliketolookgoodandclassyevenin

theirtraditionalattires.Shewantstofeelstrong

andstandtallowninguphercrown.Theywantto

feelthemselvesintheirattires.Tolookabsolutely

stunning.

Man:(sighsmiling)ohkit'sset.I'llcomegetthem

onWednesday.

Kg:Wontdisappoint.

HedroveoffandKgsatdownandsmiledwithafist

onhislipsamazed.Wasitreallythatgood?.He

loughedandhuggedSylviaandsatdownsurprised.

Kg:helikedit!

Sylvia:Itoldyouitsstunning.Maybethat'swhat

yourgoodat,design.



Kg:Wow!Icantbelieveit.Sothere'sabetterway

tomakemoneywithoutsteelingorgambling?Why

didn'tIthinkofthis!

Sylvia:bettergetstarted!

Kg:didyoureallyhavetochargehimthatmuch?

R500?

Sylvia:you'llunderstandwhyIdidwhenyouget

therenowgetstarted.

#AtBreezeshouse

Sagisatonthetowelinherswimtwopiece

applyinganailpaint.Breezesphonerangbyher

sideandshequicklyfinishedupandclosedthenail

paint.Shegrabbedthephoneandfrownedlooking

attheJack'scallandwaitedforittocut.Hecalled

againandshelookedatBreezeswimminginthe

poolthenswitcheditonandblockedJackthen

smiledputtingitback.

ShegrabbedherdrinkanddranklookingatBreeze



asheswamtothestairsandwalkedout.

Itwaslikeshewaslookingatamagazinecover.

Damnhermanwashandsome.Shebitherlip

lookingathimandhesatnexttoherwithatowel

aroundhisneck.

Shelookedathiswateryface,Godthemlips!.She

bitherlipwhenheleanedinforakissandthey

meltedonthetowelspillingthejuice.Hegotontop

ofherandhishandscursedherbodyandslidhis

handinherpantieswhensheheldhisgripstopping

him.

Sagi:(sulk)babyno...

Breeze:Iknow..I'mnotgoingtofuckyou.

Sagi:ithurts.

Breeze:Iknow..Letmehelpeasethepain.

Shehesitantlyletgotofhisgripandheslowly

leanedbacklookinginhereyes.Shehadlight

browneyelidswithlonglashes.Shewasalsohairy



withbabyhairsthatslightlytouchingwiththe

eyebrows.Herheartlylipsweretocravefor.He

slowlyslidhishandbetweenherlegstouchingher

swollencookieandsheflinchedabitbitingherlip.

Hekissedheranduntiedthesideofherswimming

panties.Hekissedhergoingdownherbellybutton.

Helookedatherfacewhensheraisedherheada

bitlookingathimandlayedbacklookingupthetree.

Heusedhishandtocurseherboobandslowly

wentdownhercookieworkinghismagiconher.

Sheliftedherupperbodyasherbodyheatedand

thesensationcoveredherwholebody.Sheclosed

hereyesmouningbitingherlipandbitherfinger

usingherotherhandpushinghimfurtherin

betweenherlegsspreadingthem....#$-

#AttheLyonsMansion

RosewentthroughherInstagrampicturesand

commentsbeforeloggingoutandwenttoYouTube

lookingatcookingvideos.Atherageshestill



doesn'tknowherwayinthekitchen.Talkabout

washingherownlaundry.Theonlythingsheknows

iswashingherpantiesandbras.Shesighedand

wentonanonlineshoppingwebsiteandbought

fewtops,hoodies,dressesandjeans.Sheworeher

morningshoesandwalkedoutherroomandwent

downstairs.Whatshelikedabouttheshopisthatit

didn'ttaketimetodeliver.Anytimesoontheymight

beonherdoorstep.Shewenttothekitchenandsat

onthehighchairlookingatthehelpercooking.

Rose:hey.

Her:heyMissRose

Rose:pleasejustcallmeRose.Noneedtobe

formalwithme,I'myouragemateI'msure.

Her:howoldareyou?

Rose:18,you?

Her:I'm20.

Rose:oops!I'mtooforward.

Her:(loughs)notreally.JustthatIlookyounger,



yournotthefirstpersontoassumeI'm18but

mostlythinkI'm15or16.

Rose:oh..

Her:yeah.

Shekeptoncookingwhileshesattherepressing

herphone.Awhilelateradoorbellrangand

anothermaidwenttocheckwhoitwas.

Man:deliveryforMissRosellaLyon.

Maid:oh..she'shere.

Man:ohk,pleasesignhereforme.

Her:ohk..

Shesignedandtheyexchangedsmilesthenhe

gaveherthehugeboxandleft.Themaidstruggled

abitwithitbutmanagedtoputinonthetable

lookingatit.Itmustbefungrowinguprich.You

caneasilyorderwhateveryouwantandwhenever



youwant.Shoppingsprees.Everythingofthis

familywasexpensive.Shewenttothekitchenand

calledherandshetookherboxtoherroom.

Main1:she'slivingwethu!

Cooker:Yeahsheis.Mmetotaobonalaasa

itumele.She'salwayscrying.

Maid1:YeahInoticed.Iheardshelostherbest

friendandeversince,shewasneverseenonthe

streets.Nooneeversawheroutsidethishouse

exceptwhenshegoesoutonthosewhatyoucall?

Fashionwara-wara.

Cook:Icanimagine..otogaautwilebothokofroher

tobelikethisevenafterallthisyears.

Maid:Haayiiminangicabangauguthishe'sjust

beinglikeanyotherrichkidsnje.Cryingover

nothing.Ifshewasmydaughter,I'llslapherso

hardshewouldn'tevenremembershehadafriend

shelovedinaweek.

Cook:(ignoring)AonatiroSindiswa?{Dontyou



haveworkSindiswa}

Sindi:Ido..bu-

Cook:thengetbacktoitbeforeMrLyoncomes

back.

Sindiswarolledhereyesandwentbacktowork

leavingtheladycooking.

MeanwhileRosestearsburnedhereyesleaningon

thewallholdingthebox.Shesighedgainingher

strengthandwenttoherroom.Shekickedthedoor

closingitandputtheboxonthebedtaking

everythingout.Shetookhercameraandsetitup

nicelyonthetripodandworehernewclothestaking

pictures.Alittledistractionalwayshelpedputthe

mindatease.

.

.

.
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Threedayslater-Kagisodrankwaterfromthe

bottleandputitdowncontinuingtomakethe

necklace.Thiswasthe4thpieceandhelikedhow

itcametobe.Sylviasmiledlookingathim.Heput

hisallinwhateverhedoesandthat'swhatmade

himwhoheis.Theloveheputsinwhateverhedid

madehisworkbrightandbeautiful.Hewasreally

anamazingboy.Acarparkedinfrontofthemand

themanfromthelasttimesteppedout.

Man:hey..

Kg:hi..howareyoudoing?

Man:I'mgood..excited!Andyou?

Kg:I'malsofine.

Man:Unjanima?

Sylvia:Ngiyaphilamyboywena?

Man:I'malsofine.



Kagisotookoutthenecklaceandbraceletandgave

ittohiminaplastic.Themansfacebrightened

lookingatthebeautifulandcolorfulpieces.He

smiledandtookouthiswallettakingouttheR500

andgaveittohim.

Kg:Thanksalotman.

Man:Nothankyou.Thisarebeautiful,I'msuremy

wifeisgoingtolovethem.Yourreallygooddude.

Kg:thankyou.

Man:youshouldopenabusinessandmakemore.

I'msurepeoplewillsupportyou.Addabitofart-

likedrawingsandallthosethingspeopleliketo

decoratetheirhomes.Peoplelikehaving

somethingoftheirrootsintheirhome.Decorate

dishes,furniture'sandwhateverthatcanmakethe

houselookamazing.

Kg:(chuckles)dishes?

Man:yeah..notlikeyou'llbeusingthatpaintyou

addwithwaterright?Youwillneedthatonethey



use,notthatpaintusedatschoolsright?

Kg:(chuckles)Paint?

Man:(loughs)yeahwhateveritisyoucandoit.You

candrawright?

Kg:yeah..

Man:thenmakeuseofthatskill,takeitouton

somethingandearnmoney.Youcandrawandgo

toAnna'sGalleryatthemallandsellit.She

supportsyoungartistsandIpromisebytheendof

themonthyourpiecewouldbeboughtbythen.

Anywaythanks-keepitup.Yourreallygood.

Kg:sure..

ThemangotinhiscaranddroveoffwhileKagiso

waslostinthoughts.Sylviasmiledlookingathim

lostlikethatlookingatwherethecarwas.

Sylvia:"Design"Itoldyou.



Kagisolookedatherasshesmiledcarryingon

sewinglikeshesaidnothingwhilehumming.He

lookedattheunfinishednecklaceandshrugged

continuingwhenthreegirlswalkedoverandbought

2bracelets.

AttheLyonsMansion

Jackwalkedinthehouseunbuttoninghisjacket

andwentupstairs.Heputeverythingdownand

walkedtoRose'sroombuthewasn'tthere.He

walkedtothecinemabutshewasalsonotthereso

hewalkedtothegymandfoundheronthecable

crossovermachine.Hewatchedherasshecarried

ontraininguntilshewasdonesweatinganddidthe

burpees.Onlyifhertrainingandgettingfitlikethis

madeherthinkclearlyandhelpmoveon.He

sighedandwalkedoverasshewipedthesweatoff

herandtookoftheheadsetslookingathim.

Rose:(heavily)dad!Ididn'tseeyou-hearyou..



Jack:(scoffs)youwouldn'twiththoseloudthings

anddrowningyourselfinagym.

Rose:mmh..

Jack:howareyou?

Rose:I'mohk..Iwasn'tcryingIpromise.SoIfound

anewhobby-illkeeptrainingwhenIfeellikecrying

missingher.

Jack:hunnywhenIsaidI'llpunishyouwhenyou

cryI,Ididn'tmeanlikeyoushouldn'tcryingliterally.

Ididn'tmeanitlikeyoushouldbeafraidtocry.Its

ohktocrybut-thewayyouaredoingitits-

Rose:Annoying?

Jack:enervatingandthroe.Hunnyyou-

Rose:Iheardyoudad-(swallowed)I'llnevercry

,maunformyfriend.Shewasmyfriend!Mysister!

Shesaidthatleavingthegymandjoggedtoher

roomandlocked.Sherantotheshowerandopened

itstandingunderitstillinhergymwearwithtears

flowing.



MeanwhileJackclenchedhisjawsandtookouthis

phoneandtriedcallingBreezebutitstilldidn'tgo

through.Hewenttohisofficedownstairsandused

thetelephonecallinghim.

AtBreezeshouse.

WiththelaptoponBreezeslaps,theylayedthere

watchingthemovieREALHUSBANDSOF

HOLLYWOODloughingwhileeatingpopcorns.

BreezesphonerangbySagiwhenshereachedforit

andfrowned.Shehadnochoicebuttogiveitto

him.Breezelookedatitandsighedputtingthe

laptoponGailgettingoffthebedwearinghisshoes

andwalkedout.Sagisbitherlipandthrewapop

corninhermouthwhenGailchuckledlookingather.

Gail:babythey'rebrothers..youknowthere's

nothingyoucandotoseparatethem.



Sagi:Iwonderwhattroublehebringhimthistime.

Gail:Doyoureallyhavetothinkhebringstrouble

everytimehecalls?

Sagi:isn'twhathealwaysdo?Jackalwaysdrags

himintohisshitandBreezeistheonethat'salways

leftinthemiddle.Theirbrotherisinjailandnowhe

throwshiscursesatBreezewhohastohelphim

withhismess.HeusesBreezeasaweaponandI

dontlikeit,notevenatinnybit.

Gail:Igetyou,butJackcallinghimdoesn'thaveto

alwaysmeanheisintrouble.Theycouldbetalking

aboutafamilymatterorcheckingeachotherthe

waysiblingsdo.IknowJackisfuckedupbutgiving

himachancewouldn'thurt.

Sagi:Ibetitwill.

Gail:Haveyourealizedthathealreadythinksyou

hatehim?

Sagi:I'mgladhedoescourseheliterallygoes

againstmystomach.

Gail:(loughs)yourcrazy...isthereanywayto



convinceyouotherwise?

Sagi:(frown)No.

Gailloughedandshegotclosertoherandputthe

laptopInthemiddleandcontinuedwatching.

MeanwhileBreezesatonhischairinhisoffice

talkingonthephone.

Breeze:So..isthiswhyyoucalledmebrother?To

tellmeaboutyourfamilymatters?

Jack:IwantyoutotellmeifI'mwrongorright.I

meanIwanttoprotectherfromanyhealthissues

andfromtheworldoutthere.WhenItoldhershe

cantleavethehouseyearbackIwastryingto

protectherfromthem-

Breeze:(sarcastic)Russiansthatyoumadeadeal

withanditwentstraightsouth.

Jack:yeah-that..NowwhenIsaidI'mgoingto

punishherislikeisaidI'mgoingtokillher.Sheis

alwaysscarednowand-



Breeze:(sigh)sowhatdoyouthink?

Jack:wellIthinkI'mright.I-

Breeze:Soiftoyouitlooksright-whydoesmy

opinionmatter?Whatdifferencewillitmakecourse

youlistentonooneexceptyourbrotherJames?

Jack:He'salsoyourbrotherBreeze.AndIthink

maybeyouropinionwillmakemeseethings

differentlyandbeabletowalkwithmydaughteron

thesamepace.MyfamilyistearingapartandI

cantloosethem,Icantloosemydaughtertoasilly

girlinagrave.

Breeze:WenaMrMayerlisten..I'mnotagood

advicerbutIthinkthefirststepistoquityourshitty

job.It'sbestifyouleaveitcourseithasbrought

nothingbutdangertoourwholefamily.I'mnot

goingtoalwaysbeyourshieldeverytimeyouput

youandyourfamilieslifeindanger.Andyouleave

Rosemounforaslongasshewants,whothefuck

toldyouthatwhenapersonismourningyourlosing

themtothedead.Stopcallingherfriendnames

,yourpushingherawaycourseyoucallherloved



onenames.Lethercryforhowevershewants,

isn'tshehasnothingelsetodo?.Shehasno

friends,she'salwayslockedinthehousebecause

herfatherdoesn'twanttomanupandfindanother

jobthatwontputherlifeindanger,shewastaken

outoffschoolandputhomeforcedtoattendonline.

Manyou'vefuckedupyourkid.

Jack:Whatareyousaying?ThatIshouldquitmy

jobandletmydaughterdecayawayfromme?

Breeze:Idon'tknow..dowhateveryouwant.Quit

andletRosebeoryougoaskforanadvicefrom

yourbrother.

Jack:Iknewtalkingtoyouwasliketalkingby

myself.Iwontgetanswers.

Breeze:NdodaleaveRosealone.She'llstop

whenevershewantsto.Whoforcedyoutostop

cryingafteryousetupyourparentsdeath?You

mounedover2yearsplusregre-

Jack:Breezethisisdifferent.Rosehastoletgo,

weallletgointheendwhat'ssodifficultforherto-

Breeze:Letmyniecebe.Lethercryforallshe



wants.

Jack:Cantbelieveyousupportthisshitshe'sdoing!

She'soverreacting!

Breeze:So..?

Jack:Andyouare,youknowwhat?ByeBreeze.

Breeze:Andstopthreateningthatkidoryou'llhave

todealwithme.

Jack:I'mthefatherhere.

Breeze:andIgrewupbeingthreatenednowand

then,soIwontletanyonegothroughthatwhileI'm

here.

Jack:Ididn'tevenmentionwhatthepunishment

was!

Breeze:Idon'tcare.Littleyousaytoagirlherage

cancourseahugedamageandshemightendup

committingsuicide.Andcomingtothinkofit-thats

myonlynieceandmyfavoriteone.SoIwontlet

onegettoherlikethat,notevenyou.

Jack:ThisismydaughterBreeze.



Breeze:That'smynieceJack.

Jack:I'mthefather!

Breeze:I'mtheuncle.

Jack:Iknowwhat'sbestformydaughter!Andas

thefather,I'mnotlettinghergetstucktothatgirl!

Breeze:andastheuncleimtellingyoutoletherbe.

Jack:Yoursopathetic!Idontevenknowwhycalled

youcourseclearlyyou-

Breeze:Igotnospaceforyou-right.

Breezehangupbeforehecouldgofurtherandhis

eyeslandedonablackandwhiteportraitofhis

wiveshuggingshirtlesswithonlyjeansintimate

withwethair.Hesmiledwhenhisphonerang.

Breeze:Olebile.

Ole:Whatthefuckdude!Whythehelldoyouhave

tocallmynamelikethat?



Breeze:(chuckle)howdidIcallitout?

Ole:(intimating)"Olebile"whatthehellman?No

needtosoundboldonmyname!"Olebile"

Breeze:(loughs)Whatdoyouwant?

Olebile:Iwasjustgonnasay"hello"butwiththe

wayyoucalledoutmynameIhavetosay"fuck

you".

Breeze:IthoughtbythetimeIcomebackyou

wouldhavechanged.

Ole:Youknowwhat?I'mhavingapartyonFriday,

getdown.There'llbesomepeopleI'dlikeyouto

meet.

Breeze:Sure..seeyouthere.

Ole:comewithmywivesplease.

Breeze:Iwill..buythemnon-alcoholicdrink.

Ole:sorted.."Olebile"jeezdude.

Breezeloughedbeforehangingupandwalkedto

thekitchenandtookoutanicecreamand3spoons



thenwalkedbacktotheroom.

Thegirlsmovedasideandhegotinbetween

puttingthelaptoponhimandtheyenjoyedthe

icecream.

.

.

.
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Around19h00,Breezewalkedoutofhiscloset

wearinghisblackhoodieandwenttocheckSagiin

theircloset,hefoundherapplyingalipstick

bendingoverthemirror.Hehatedseeingherina

shortdresslikethisgoingtoaclub.Ofcoursehe

runsitandshecantakecareofherselfbutthere

wasjustsomethingaboutseeingyourwifegoingto

workinsomethingsoshortthatwhenshebentover



yourmindjustblowsoff.Sheturnedonherheels

wearingablackmaskinherblackshorttightdress

thatrevealedherhourglassfigure.Shewaslightin

complexion.Shealwayslookedgoodinwhatever,

shewastooperfecttobeworkinginaclubatnight

surroundedbymen.Shepulledherblackpuffy

coatandpurseandwalkedoverhugginghim.

Sagi:What?

Breeze:IdontlikethatdressSagi.Takeitoff.

Shepulledawayfromthehugandwenttostand

infrontofthemirrorturningaroundcheckingherself.

Sagi:Idontseeanythingwrongwithit,whyshould

Itakeitoff?

Breeze:Sagiyouramarriedwoman,whatthefuck

isthat?!Thatdressistooshortforsomeonewhose

beenmarriedforabout2andahalfyear.Whothe

hellareyoutryingtoimpress?Dontseeyour



showingoffmyshit!

Sagi:Breezesincewhendidyoustartcomplaining

aboutmydressing?Whythefucknow?

Breeze:Iwontrepeatmyselfdressproperly

accordingtoyourstatus!I'llbeinthecar!

Sagi:What'swrongwithyou?!BreezeI'mworking

inaclub!Icantjustshowupinalongdressasif

I'mgoingtoagatheringorshit!Ihavetodresslike

it.

Breeze:Sagichangethefuckendressorstayhome

!

Heshookhe'sheadbeforesteppingoutgoing

downstairs.Sagiturnedwithafrownandlookedat

herselfagainonthemirror.Shetookitoffandwore

asweaterwithashorttight,longsocksandkicks

addingwithacap.Shetookherbagandputin

everythingshewouldneedforthenight.

Meanwhile...BreezeliftedGailstillkissingherand

putherontopofthecounter.



Breeze:yousureyoudontwanttotagalong?Sagi

mightneedyourhelpthere.

Gail:No..I'mtired,afterI'mdonewiththosefiles

andgoingthroughsomedocumentsI'mgoingto

takeashowerandgetinbed.TheGallerywasbusy

today,wehadalmostlike10peoplewhocameto

showustheirwork,sowesignedtheminandnow

theyarepartofusGail's.I'msureSagicanhandle

thenightlikeshealwaysdoesalone.She'sgood.

Breeze:I'mimpressed.Neverthoughtartcanmake

suchamountandalotofpeopleareintoit.But

babeplease...you'llneedsomeonetotakecareof

you,andiwill.

Gail:(loughs)you'llbebusyBreeze,Idontwantto

beaburden.

Breeze:Myburden..

Gail:no...yougo,I'llbefinebymyself,Ipromise.

Breeze:ohk..givemeakiss.



ShegiggledleaningoverkissinghimasSagi

walkedtothefridgetalkingoutanappleandbiteit.

ShewalkedoverwhenBreezebrokeitandtookher

offthecounterandSagikissedhergoodbye.

BreezekissedhercheekandheldSagiswaist

leadingherouttothecar.

Breeze:Wasn'thardwasit?

Sagi:Whatever...

Breeze:whatwasthat?

Sagi:itwasn't!

Breeze:goodgirl,Iloveyou.

Sagi:loveyoutoo.

Hepulledherhandandkisseditbeforeputtingiton

thegearandputhisontopchanginggearswithher

astheyspedoff.

AtKagiso'shouse



Kagisoandhismothersatunderthemoonlightwith

steelcupsintheirhandsdrinkingteawhilehe's

motherwrappedherselfinablanket.

Kagiso:Youaregettingbetterandbettermom.I'm

proudandhappy.

Mother:Itoldyouthatnosicknesscanknockme

downsoeasily,justlikethat!.Nomyboy!Not

whenIstillbelieveinthemosthighGodthatnever

forsakeus.SoonI'llbestandingstrongagain.

TherewasnowayIwasgoingtoleaveyouto

struggleinthisworldalone,Iwouldn'trest.Let's

thankGodforstillkeepingmeherewithyou.

Kagiso:(smiling)Amen.Ihavesomethingforyou

.letmegetitinside.

Hewentinsideandcamebackwiththenecklacein

aplasticbagandgaveittoher.



Mother:Isthisasnake?

Kagiso:(loughs)MamawhywouldIgiveyoua

snake?

Mother:Ketlareengekwagalaokarekenoga

.(Whatdoyouexpectmetothinkwhenitfeelslike

asnake)?

Kagiso:(loughs)noma,it'snotaasnake.

Mother:hhhmm.

Sheopenedtoretheplasticandtookoutwhatwas

inside.Sheraisedifupandthebrightmoon

lighteneditupasitsparkledabit.Thebrightcolors

smoothedherheartwhenasmiledbuiltontheside

ofherlips.Shesmiledlookingatitandturnedto

hersonpullinghimintoahug,tightlyhugginghim.

Kagiso:(smiling)mamasharp.

Mother:thisissobeautiful,thankyoumyboy.

Wheredidyoubuyit?Howmuchwasit?



Kagiso:actuallyIdidn'tbutit.Itwasspecially

madeforawomanclosetomyheart,myqueen.

Foryoumom.

Mother:(teary)ohmodimo!Thankyouverymuch

myboy.Iloveit.Iknewonedayyou'llfindyour

passionandthisisit.Itsbeautiful.

Kagiso:thankyou.Ialreadysoldfewpiecesand

someonesaidIshouldalsostartdrawingandtake

themtoGail'sGallery.She'salsoatartistsandalso

supportsyoungartiststoreachtheirdreams.IfI

candrawsomethingbeautifulandeyecatchingI

cantakeittoher,shewillbuyitfrommewitha

reasonablepriceIputonit.Thenshewilltakeitup

inherGalleryandseehowmanypeoplelikeitand

howmuchtheyboughtitsothatnexttimethey'll

buyitpersonallyfromme.

Mother:Oh...Idon'tknowhowitworksbutIheard

thatthatgirlhelpedgrowalotofartistsandnow

theyareontheirown.I'msureshecanhelpyouyou

too.

Kagiso:Ihope.ButIdon'twanttogetstuckwith



herforever,Iwanttostartmyownbusinesstoo.I

dontknowwhatitwillbeoffbutIwanttostartit-

Mother:Kagisolook,Ihearyou.Butlet'stakeone

stepatatime,andyou'lltellmeaboutthat

businesswhenyourstable,andfinancially.It'sa

goodideabuttakeitslow.I'mproudofyou.

Kagiso:thanksmom.

AtTheclub.

Breezeparkedhe'scarandtheybothsteppedout

andhethrewthekeystoayoungmanwhocought

themsmiling.HewaitedforSagiandsheheldhe's

handandkissedhercheek.

Guy:(smiling)Boss!

Breeze:howhaveyoubeen?

Guy:I'vebeengood,justthatOlebilewasn'ttaking

upwithme.



Breeze:whatdidhedo?

Guy:hesaidIhedoesn'twantmeanymoreatthe

doorasaguard,hesaysI'myoung.Nowheput

mehere,hesaysIshouldonlyhelpwithcars.

Breeze:I'lltalktohim.

Guy:thanksboss.Bosslady.

Sagi:HeySammy.

Guy:yougud?Youlookdifferenttonight.

Sagi:(sigh)iguessitwastimeforalittlechange.

Sammy:youlookbeautiful.Asalways.

Sagi:thankyou.

Sammy:goodtohaveyoubackboss.

Breeze:Xo.

Theywalkedinsidethebuildingandhegotinthe

carandtookittothegarage.

Clubslikethisonesarealwaysfullandlit.Hadthe

bestliquors,beststrippers,toughmanagementand



alwayshadsomethingnewandentertaining

everyday.Fullofhotchicksandniggas,gangsters.

Noteenagersareallowedtoenterthepremises,not

whenyourbelow18courseanytimeabulletcanfly

upthesky.AirNightClubwasoneofthetopclubs

aroundandeveryyoungstercouldn'twaittogetin

andfeelhowitfelttoflyinthefaceofdangerlike

everyoneelse.It'salwaysafullhouseatAirNight

club.SagiandBreezepartedwaysandshewentto

takehergunputtingitonherwaistandtookout

smallbagsofpurecocaineandwenttogivethem

tothebarmanandotherstothestripper's.

MeanwhileBreezegotinaliftandwenttotheroof

wherethemeetingwas.Heraisedhisarmsanda

memberoftheothergangsearchedhim.

Breeze:Don'tyouthinkyouwouldhavefounditby

now?

Guard:Ineedtobesure.

Breeze:mxm.



Theguardssteppedbackandhewalkedover

bumpingshoulderswitheveryone.

Olebile:whattookyousolong?

Breeze:I'mherenow,amInot?

Man:Stoneright?

Breeze:nop..

Man:ohforgivemeforebeingforward,Iconfuse

youtoo..Youmustbe-

Breeze:canwecutthisshortIhaveanother

meetingtoattend.

Man:Sure..haveasit.

Theyallsatdownandthewaiterpouredthen

glassesofwhiskeyandtheydrankdiscussing

gangsterrelatedmatters.

.

.



.

.
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Around12H00

Thetoproofwasallquitewithonlythesoundof

musicdownattheclubheard.Allmenlookedat

eachotherastheirbodiesitchedtoseeeachother's

bodieslayinginapoolofblood.Breezelookedat



themandbithislipbeforesittingdown.

Breeze:soyoutellingmethat,holdonman[laughs)

holdon..What?!Areyoubeingforrealrightnow?

Youwantmetobebeinvolvedinatrafficking?

WhatilooktoyouDan?Asalesmanorsomething?

Mangetthef***outhere?

Man:Inotherwords..yeah..Butnotasalesman.

That'sjustlikeoverreactingdon'tyouthink?Ok

Scarit'snotlikeit'llbethefirsttimeplayingwithfire

hereyoualwaysdo.Allweneedisforyoutohelp

uswiththecops.Iknowyouhaveconnection

insidesohelpuswithblindingthemsothatwecan

dothisfast.Weonlyneedhelpwithyour

connectionsystemthat'sall

Breeze:okaybiggystopcallingmenames.I'mnot

Scar.Stopf******playing.Let'ssayIhelpyou,

whatsthereforme?Imean...Igattaknowwhat's

thereinthebagforme.

Men:4million.

Breeze:(frowned)mengetthef***offmybuilding



beforeitcrashyourskull.

Dan:ThinkaboutitAir.

Breeze:Idonthelpwhencomingtothatshit.Kids?

Woman?

Dan:sayssomeonewhosellsthemcocaine.

Breeze:(loughs)Thatwasagreatone,I'llgiveyou

that.ButI'lladviseyoudoyourresearchnexttime

beforecomingtof***offonmyface.Nowgetyour

a*****ofmyf***nbuilding.Dontforgetyour

puppetsonyourwayout.Theymakingmyclub

grouch.

Dan:JustthinkaboutitAir.

Hesaidthatwalkingtowardstheelevator.

Breeze:oh...anddon'teventhinkaboutgoingoff

theroutewithme.IfIdarehearawordabouta

missingkidorwoman,I'mfuckingyouupman.I

wonthesitatetogetonaflightjusttoputabulletin

yourskull.



Dan:isthatathreat?

Breeze:nahtakeitasapromise.

WiththatsaidhegotintotheliftwithOdirileand

exchangeddarelookswithDanasthedoorslid

close

Odi:Reallyman?Youjustturneddownadeal!That

shitcangetusvending.

Breeze:WouldyouhaveratherpreferredIgive

themyoursister?

Odi:Whythefuckwouldyougiveupmysisterfor?

Manthatwasourtickettotheelevatethatyoujust

turneddown.Whatthef***wereyouthinkingletting

thats***tgo.Allyouhadtodowas-

Breeze:Stopyelling!Dudeweretalkingabout

forcingpeopleintoprostitution,pornography,make

themperformsexualactstodozenofmen.

[08/02,13:21]Lynne :#Chapter8Con..



Breeze:Stopyelling.!Dudeweretalkingabout

forcingpeopleintoprostitution,pornography,

makethemperformsexualactstoadozenofa

fuckennight.Transportthemfromcitytocity

feedingthemdrugsandmakingthemsexslaves.

Theycouldbeindangerofphysicalinjuryfrom

violence,healthissuesincludingsexually

transmitteddiseases.Imagineifitwasyoursister,

Botle.Goingthroughallthats***knowingthatyou

myfriend,youarethef******reasonwhyshe's

there.Youknow..sometimesmanyouhavetothink

outsidethebox,putyourselfintheshoesofthose

whowillbevictims.Thinktwiceormaybethrice

..maybefourfold.

TheliftstoppedandhesteppedoutleavingOfirilein

thoughts.Heeventuallygotoutbeforeitcould

closehiminandhewentpastthecrowdtothebar.

Odirile:I'llhaveatallvodkacranberryplease.



Heturnedaroundandwatchedthecrowdgocrazy

toasongandspottedBreezewalkingupthestairs

andstoodattheVIPbalconylookingdownatthe

crowd.Maybehe'sright.Hegothe'sdrinkand

drankwatchingladiesshaketheirfutures.

MeanwhileSagiwalkedovertoBreezeandhugged

himfrombehindbeforestandingbyhe'sside.

Sagi:youohk?

Breeze:yeah..areyou?

Sagi:mmmhh..didyougetit?Imeanthedeal?

Breeze:nop..

Sagi:thatbad?

Breeze:extremely..

Sagi:whatwasitabout?

Breeze:I'drathernottalkaboutit.

Sagi:Icantakethat.



Sheleanedinkissinghimwhenhe'sphonerangin

hisbackpocketwhenSagitookitout.Hegrabbed

herhandloughingthroughthekissandleanedback

winkingatherwalkingaway.Shesmiledlookingat

himandalsogotbacktowork.

Breeze:yeah?

Voice:Bosswegothit?

Breeze:....what...?

Voice:Wegothit,21bricksaregonealongwiththe

truck.

Hecutthecallandjoggeddownthestairsmeeting

Odirileonthewayoutandgotinthecardrivingoff.

AttheLyonsMansion



Stillinherbeautysleep,herbrainstartedtoperkup

.Hermusclesbecametemporarilyparalyzedand

hereyesdartedbackandforth.Inherdreamshe

wassittinginthedarkwhensheheardafamiliar

voice,itwasherfriend.Asmilebuiltuponthe

cornerofherlipswhenshesawher.Shetried

huggingherbutshecouldn'tmove.Hersmile

droppedandherheartstartedracing.Allofa

suddenacoldchillrandownherspineandthehair

onherarmsrose.Shelookedatherfriendwhena

roarstartledher.

.

.
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InRose'sroom

Shelookedatallsidewhenshesawananimal

structureslowlywalkingover.Thiswasnotlikea

pet.Itwasbig.Herheartpoundedhardonher



chestwhentearsblurredhersight.Sheblinkeda

fewtimesandlookedatthestructure,itwasn'tclear

butsurelyitwaswalkingtowardsher.Shelooked

atherfriendwhowassmilingandtearsrolleddown

evenmore.

Nakedi:youshouldfindhimRose.He'swaitingfor

you.He'slooking.You'llbehappyagain.Findhim,

andwhenyoudo...dontletgo,letyourheartbe.

He'syourhappiness.Findhim...findhim...find

him...he'syourhappiness.

Shewasslowlyfadingawayandtheanimalwas

gettingcloserandcloser.Shecouldliterallyfeel

herheartbeatinghardtoapointitcouldcrushher

chest.Shetriedrunningbutshecouldn't.Shetried

liftingherlegsbutnothingchangedthat.Still

cryingandtryingshestartedscreaming.She

couldn'tunderstandwhyallofasudden.

Herbodyshookandshepoppedoffherbedlike

popcornswithherlegsshootingup.Shewas



coveredinsweat,shakingwithapoundingheart

unabletobreatheproperly.Shefeltlikeshewas

stillinherdreamcourseforasecondherroom

lookeddark.Theairintheroomcoveredhermaking

herfeellikeshewasinabathtubfullofice

breathinghard.Shedidn'tevenrealizethather

parentswereinherroom.Shetriedtakingadeep

breathwhenshecoughedunabletobreathe

properly.Sherolledtothesideofthebedcourse

sheforgothowtobreathwhenJackcoughther

beforeshecouldfall.Hereyeswanderedaroundher

roomwithsuspicionandparanoia.

Jane:Rose!Rosella!Lookatmehunny!

Breath!...Trybreathing!Slowly..!breath..

Jack:Werehere!Itwasjustadream!Itsohk..

Shedidasshewastoldandfinallycamebackto

hersensesandcoughtup.Shemeltedinher

father'sarmscryingandherubbedherbackwitha

breakingheart.TearsburnedJane'stearsandshe



joinedinandtheyallhuggedsittingonthefloor.

.

.

.Comment

.

.

[08/02,13:22]Lynne :#CHAPTER9

ATBREEZES

Earlyinthemorning,Breezeparkedthecarandhe

steppeedtogetSagi.Hepickedherupfromher

seatwhileshesasleepandkickedthedoorbefore

walkingintothehousecarryingher.Yesterdaywas

averybusydayforher.Heclimbedthestairsand

headedtotheirbedroomwereGailwaslaying

asleeppeacefully.HeputhernexttoGailbefore

pullingthesheetsonthemandwalkedtothe

showerthrowingclothesonthefloor.Hebalanced



thewaterbeforestandingunderitlettingthewater

lickhisskin.Heheldontothewallwithbothhands

andhiseyeslandedonhistattedhandswithhis

wivesnames.Hesmiledthinkingofthedaythey

convincedhimtohavethemattheclub.Thatwasa

monthbeforetheirwedding.Hestillcouldnot

believethathegotmarriedtothebothofthemand

thattheylovedeachothersobadtheycouldkillfor

oneanother.Theydidnotgetalongatfirst,butnow

theyareunseparable.Talkaboutsister-wiveslove

.Heshookhesheadblushingunderthewaterand

lookedup.Afterawhilehesteppedoutandgrabbed

atowelwipinghimselfheadingtohiscloset,got

dressedinhispjs.Hewalkedoutandwenttojoin

theminbedpullingthemclosertohim,layingtheir

headsonhischestandkissedthemontheirheads

beforedozingoff.

AtKagiso'shouse

Around10H00inthemorning...Kagisofinishedup



sweepingtheyardandpickedtherubbishwithhis

handsputtingtheminabucketbeforetakingitto

disposeitontheothersideoftheroad.Hecame

backandtookthebucketbehindthehouse.

Sweatingundertheblazingsun,hetookoffhis

shirttowipethesweatoffwhenacarparkednext

door.Hestoppedwipinghimselfandlookedatthe

car.AnAudirs8.Awomansteppedoutfollowed

byherdaughtersulkingwithheadsetson.New

neighbours.Atleastnewfacesaroundhere.He

scoffedbeforewalkingintothehouse.

Meanwhiletheyoungladythatwassulking

swallowedafterwhatshejustsaw.Hehadagreat

body.Shelookedattheiryardandcouldnt

understandwhyahandsomemanlikethatwould

liveinsuchaplace,coursedemn!thatsamanright

there.Shehasntseenhisfaceyetbutshecouldtell

thatthathairlookedgoodonhim.Hermother

calledherandshepulledhercasewalkingintothe

housewereshefoundhermotherwiththelandlord

laughing.



Mother:Bonologetthebagsinsideandstopsulking

.Ilongtoldyouthatweweregoingtomovefrom

Santon.

Bonolo:youcouldhaveleftmewithdadmom.And

besidesaintioldenoughtomakemyown-

Mother:gotoyourroomyounggirl.Babyithought

wetalkedaboutthis.Igotanewjob,thatswhywe

hadtomoveheresoicouldbecloseby.Icantkeep

travelingalongdistanceasleeponlyfewhours

themsameroutine.Imapsychologist,ineed

enoughrestsothaticanhelppeople.Icanthelp

themwhileimsleeping.

Bonolo:thatsallyouevercaredaboutmom!your

job.

Shewalkedfurthernotknowingwhereiswherebut

shemadeupwitharoomthathasawindowfacing

Kagisoshouse.Sheputherstuffdownandwalked

towardsthewindowandopenedthecurtainlooking

athishouse.Alreadyshewasstartingtostalk.The

doormadeasoundwhenKagisosteppedout



wearingacapandheadedtothegatewhenshe

quicklywalkedoutofherroompassingbyher

motherrushing.

mother:whereareyougoing?,weneedtotalk.

Bonolo:imgoingforawalk,illberightback.

Mother:buthunnyyoudontknowanyonearound

here?

Bonolo;IMCOMINGMOM,WONTBELONG.

Mother:ohk,youbesafealright?!!

Bonolo:promise!!!!

Shejoggedoutthegateandsawhimwalkingfast

whensheranafterhimuntilshecoughtup.Her

heartwaspounding,andeverystepclosertohim

feltheavy.

Bonolo:hey..



Kg:hey..howareyou?

Bonolo:imgood..you?

Kg:imgoodtoo.

Bonolo:Bonolo.

Kg:sulker..Kagiso

Bonolo:(laughed)Sulker?iwasntsulking,wehad

anargumentinthecaraboutsomething.Whereare

youheading?

Kg:totheshop.Iwanttobuysomethingthere.

You?

Bonolo:imherewithyou,ainti?

Kagisosloweddowntothereplywithafrownand

shebrushedtheembarassmentwithacutejoking

laughterbuthedidnttakeit.Shelookedupathim,

andmanwashehandsome.Hisheartshapedlips

andthatadamsapple.Lightskinned.Shethought

shehasseenthemall,butnowshedidntknow

anymore.Hewasnttallbutalittleonthetallside,

medium.Hewashandsomefromthedepthofhis



eyesunderneaththecaptothegentleexpressionof

hisvoice.Shetracedhishandsthathadveinswith

hereyes,theywerehardwithbroadfingers.

Impossiblyenormoushands,atleastthatswhat

shethought.Hisslapcoulddefinitelybreakyou

jaws.Shesmiledsweetlylookingathimtryingto

showshemeantnodisrespect.

Kg:didntaskyoutocomewithme.

Bonolo;imsosorrythatwasrudeofme.Iasure

youimnotthekindofperson.imsorry.

Kg:itsohk...yougotabadwayofaskingtowalk

withsomeone.

Bonolo:(loughs)icantakethat.S..Kagiso...tellme

aboutthisplace,imeanimnewhereso,ithinkit

willbeagreatideatohavesomeonetotellme

aboutit.Showmearound.Canyou?

Kg:sure...

Theycrossedtheroadandwenttotheshophaving



alightconversation.

ATtheLyonsMansion

Rosewalkeddownstairswearingherpjwithmessy

hairandwenttojoinherparentonthetablehaving

breakfast.JanelookedatJackbeforeclesringher

throatlookingatRose.Fromthelookofher

mothersfaceshecouldtellitwasntwhatshewould

liketohear,especiallystilltryingtofigurewhather

dream wasabout.Sheputherglassdownand

lookedatherparent.

Rose:Iknowiscaredyoubutipromiseitwont

happenagain.Illstartgoingtochurchandseeifi

couldgetbetter,courselastknight...isawhorrorin

mydreams.Andnodontaskmeaboutitcourse

thelastthingiwantistogoseeatherapistorgoto

theSanatorium.Ipromiseyouimgood.Oh..and

dad,yousaidishouldtellyouwhateveriwantright

andyoullgetitformesince,well-imnotallowedto



getoutofthehouseright?iwasthinkingmaybe

youcouldgetmeanewlaptop,aMacbook.Ohand

ineedoneroominthehouse,iwanttoturnitintoa

studio.Anddadyourgoingtohelpme,bothofyou

actualy.Oneotherthingis...sinceim18ineedmy

owncarandahouse.

Jack:what?areyouohk?feverorsomething?

Rose:nodad...youwantmetogetoverNakediright?

theniguessthatsthepriceyoubothwillhaveto

pay.

Shesaidthatandstooduplikeshedidntmakean

adultdemandandwalkedbacktoherroomwere

shegotnakedandgotinabath.Downstairsher

motherandfatherlookedateachotherstil

surprised.

mother:iwantmydaughterback!thisisnotfunny

anymore.Sheslosinghermind.

Jack:ithinkitsabouttimeshegotbacktothe



sanatorium.Theytriedthelasttimeandimpretty

suretheycandoevenbetternow.

Mothe:Jackicantlosemybabyoveranightmarein

asinglenight,wehavetodosomething.Ifsending

herbacktherewillhelpgetthingsbettethenletsdo

it.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Duringtheday

Todaywasaroastingday.Everyoneonthestreets



wasunderashadehidingtheirskinsfromthe

scorchingsun.KagisoandBonolowalkedunder

thetaxirankshadetoamanwhowasselling

lollipopsandboughttwobeforetheywentto

anotheroneandboughtspinach.

Walkingwithagirlwascertainlysomethinghewas

notusedto,soitwasdefinitelyawkwardforhim.

Plusheroutfitwasstunning,showingthatshewas

fromarichfamily.

Shewasneatwithherhairstyledwithstylinggels

andwithbutterfliesonhertwobuns.Shehada

coolgoldenskincolorwithfulllips,hazel

prominenteyes,shortinheightandalittlebitofa

curvedforeheadmakingherlookevenbeautiful.

Herbodywasjustnormal,middlesizes.

Astheywerewalkingbackhomeenjoyingeach

other'scompanylaughing-Doyouknowthatkind

offeelingoffeelinglikeyou'rebeingwatched?Yep

thatone.Astheywerewalkingdowntheroadan

unusualfeelingwashedoverhisbodyandacold

chillrandownhisspine.Hestoppedonhistracks

andturnedaroundwiththelollipopinhismouthand



forsomereasonheturnedandhiseyesscanned

aroundcouldn'tseeanything.ConfusedBonolo

alsostoppedandlookedatthedirectionhewas

facingbutdidn'tseeanythingbutataxithat

stoppedandpassengersgotoffbeforeitdroveoff.

Bonolo:Areyouohk?

Kagiso:yeahI'mfine...yeah..just..

Bonolo:just...?

Kagiso:uhmm..justheardafamiliarvoicecalling

me.

Bonolo:butnoonecalledyou.Imeaniftheycalled

youIwouldhavealsoheardthem.

Kagiso:Maybeit'smyminxmindplayingtrickswith

me.So...whydidyouguysleavewhereyoulive

before?

Bonolo:well...howshouldIstartthis..k..My

motherandfathergotdivorced,reasonbeingdad

wascheatingoher.Itwasn'tforthefirsttimehe

cheatedonher,butshedecidedtostayformysake.



Kagiso:oh...sorryaboutthat.Itmust'vebeen

disturbingseeingyourparentspartwaysafterso

long.

Bonolo:itwas.Butnomatterhowhardithitme,

traumatizedmethatmyfamilywastearingapart

thewasnothingIcouldhavedonetorestoreit.It

wasaglassthatwasalreadybroken.Havingthem

partwasthemoststressfulthingIeverwent

through.Hercryingoutherloveandpainoutevery

chanceshegothadaneffectthatIstartedfighting

atschool.Whentheycalledthem..nonifthem

managedtoshowupsosuspensionduringexams

itwas.Pluseverynowandthengettingtoseemy

ownfathercomepickuphisotherchildrenat

schooltearedmeinsidethatIendedupbeing

diagnosedwithanAdjustmentdisorder.

Kagiso:What'sthat?

Bonolo:uhmm...itslike..itoccurmostlywhenyou

haveahardtimecoping,youreactstronger

expectedinasituation.

Kagiso:soundsserious.Areyouokthough?



Bonolo:youcansaythat.I'vebeentakingmy

medicationsoyeah.ThankGodtheymanagedto

putmefirstandputtheirdifferencesasidebeforeit

wastoolate.Theytookmetoapsychotherapy.

Gavemeemotionalsupportandallthat.Andhe's

wifewasn'tasbadasIhadthought.Shewould

sometimestagalongwithdadandmademe

understandthatshemightnotbebybloodbutshe's

alsomymother.Andguesswhat?

Kagiso:what?

Bonolo:thatdidn'tsitwellwithmymom..crazyasit

is.Soshedecidedtolookforajobandplace

elsewhere.Godmusthavebeenonhersidecourse

shefoundthemwithin4monthsandthat'showwe

endeduphere.

Kagiso:can'timaginemegoingthroughallthat.

Butatleastyoustillhaveadad,shelter,amother

andamotherbybloodandtheyallworkfinejobs

andabletotakecareofyou.Nowlookatyou,

healthyandbackonyourfeetYoushouldbe

grateful.



Bonolo:IwishIcould,trustmeIdo.

Kagiso:soadivorcecanbethatscandalous?

Bonolo:(laughs)Gothae'scandalous'..itsfarmore

worsethanthatespeciallywhentheyweremarried

forover17years.Ithasahugeeffectonchildren.

Kagiso:kanahowoldareyou?

Bonolo:I'm20,you?

Kagiso:(laughs)Noway!Youlooklikeyour15or

16.I'm21.Jeez..Ithoughtyourstillakid,

underage.

Bonolo:commonman..youramonthsolderthan

me.SkamponakeleslenderwaakanyagoreI'm

stillakid,I'mold.

Kagiso:Damn!Tswanagirlsarefullofsurprises!

Bonolo:whataboutPedigirls?

Kagiso:ourgirlsare...manlykind-butcxxlunlike

you.

Bonolo:(laughs)Manly!?Kanaodogsbathora.

Kagiso:Whatever..andpleasedontcallme"Rra"or



isit"Ra",youmakingmefeelold.Nodisrespect

though.

Bonolo:ohk..butwhenapersoncallsyouthatit

showsthattherespectyou.Justlikewhenyou

guyssay'morena'ormonna.

Kagiso:Understood..butimaginecallingme'Ra'in

public..especiallyinyourheight,common..

Bonolo:whywhat'swrongwithit?

Kagiso:justthatthat"Ra"wouldbemuch

appreciatedinprivatenotinpublic.FeelwhatI'm

saying?(Wink)

Bonolo:(laughs)you'redirtymindedKg.

Kagiso:inaguybrah..itsinmynature.

Hesaidthatwithaseriousfaceandasturnvoice

givingherchillsandgiggles.Sheplayfully

smackedhimontheshouldercoursingeveryone

aroundtopicturethemasacouple.Butagainthe

feelingreturnedastheywerebusylaughingand

Kagisopretendedtoberunningturningback



checkingherandaroundnottoalerther,butstill

couldn'tseeanyonewatchingthem.Sohecarried

onplayingwithherallthewayhome...

AttheLyonsMansion.

Rosestaredatherlaptopwithherhandsonthe

keyboardasthedreamkeptonrepeatingitselfin

herhead.Sheclenchedherjawsandhitherheada

fewtimeshopingitwillerasethememorybut

nothinghappened,soshehitharderpullingherhair

astearsrolledoutherpressedeyes.

Rose:Nononono!!NAKEDIPLEASE!!

Thedoorflewopenandthemaidfromlasttimein

thekitchenrushedtoherpullingherintoatight

hug.Roseplayedherheadonherchestcryingand

shesoftlyrubbedherbackcalmingherdown.Still

rubbingherbackhundredsofquestionsran



throughhermind.Howisonesoobsessedwiththe

dead?Howdoesapersonmoanforsolong?And

manymore.Rosefinallycalmeddownanddozed

offonherchest.Themaid(Dineo)lookedather

cuteroundfaceandsmiledbeforelayingherdown

andpulledafleeceonher.Sheheadedtothedoor

whenRosestoppedher.

Rose:pleasedontgo..dontleaveme..please..

Justthesoundofhervoicebroughtaheartbreakto

her.Sheslowlyattemptedtowalkoutbutthinking

ofleavinganothergirlwhoisinneedofherhelp

structureherandsheclosedthedoorwalking

towardsher.Rosemadeaspaceforherandshe

gotinbedandpulledthefleeceonthem.Dineo

smiledandpulledherputtingherheadonherchest

andtheybothrelaxeduntiltheyfellasleep

.

.



.

.
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InJack'soffice

Jackswangaroundwithhischairandfacedoutside

thehugewindowlookingatthebeautifulviewofthe

mall.Carsandpeopledoingupsanddown,goingin

ouy.Hisdaughterusedtolovegoingshopping.

Sheusedtoshoplikethere'snotomorrowandmost

ofthethingsshebought,shewouldendupgiving

themaway.Sheusedtogetcheeredupeasily,with

somethingsosmalllikeahug.

Butthenthatgirldiedalongwithherfriendandonly

hercorpseisleftwalkingaround.

AtthispointhehatedNakeditoanextentthat

whenhethoughtaboutithecouldjustgothereand

digherouttofeedherremainstocrocodiles.That

girldied,andwhenshediedshepulledhisdaughter



with.

Theslightlyopenedandamanwithhugebellyina

suitwalkedinsmilingathim.Hestoodupsmiling

andtheyshookhandsbeforetheybothsatdown.

Jack:Jacob..manIhaven'tseenyouinadecade.

Wherehaveyoubeen?

Jacob:I'vebeenaround.Isn'tthatlennabannalere

lathile?Kanaretswaalongwayback.Afteryougot

marriedyouneverbotheredtocomecheckonus

whowerestillonthemarket.Youinstantly

distancedyourselffromus.

Jack:Ihadtocourseyouguyswerenotasgoodas

appeared.BesidesIhadtomoveawaysinceIhad

foundajobhereandwantedtostartmyfamilyfar

awayfromhome.Thatplacekanaeneempakela

stresshelacourseeverytimeIlookedatmyparents

housememorieswouldjustoccupyme.Di

memoriestsemaswehela.ButnowIguessits

gettingevenworse.Ithinkmaybemyparentsare



punishingmeorsomething.

Jacob:Jangyanong?

Jack:Ithinktheyarepunishingmethroughmy

daughter.Shehadafriendandtheyweresoclose.

WhenshediedIguessshetookalongwithmy

daughtercoursenowmydaughteralivingghost.

Shegetsnightmares,doesn'twanttogoout,she

criesalldayevenafterthisyears.Sheisalways

hurtandIputtheblameonme.Allthebadchoices

Imadewheniwasyoungarebacktohuntmeand

mybabypaystheprice.Idontevenknowwhatto

donext.Itriedgivingherwhateversheeverwished

forbutstill.Adayagokanashehadanightmare.

Mybabywasparalyzedfromthatnightmarefor

almostlike3f***nminutes.Shakingasifshesaw

aghost,terrifiedasf.Likeshewasdraggedintoa

horror.Sweatyandunabletotalknorbreathe

properly.Nowshehadn'tsteppedoutofherroom

sinceanditsslowlykillingmeseeingherlikethat.

(Swallowed)Shesslowlylosinghersoultothatgirl

whoissixfeetundergroundandwhenyoutalk,it's

likeyourtryingtoreplaceherfriendordisrespecting



thedead.Ijustdon'tknowanymore.

Jacob:Haveyoutriedtakinghertothemental

hospital?

Jack:wedid.Butitdidn'twork.Seeweoncetook

hertothehospitalandhellyeahitworked,!Butit

wasn'tforlongtillshewasbacktomoaningher

friend.

Jacob:youshouldtryfurtheranddon'tgiveupon

her.Takehertoseeapsychiatristmaybeshe'llbe

abletoopenupandtalk.Talkingisoneotherway

tohealingfaster.Ifshecanttellyouguyswhatis

wrongorherfeelings,thenfindaprofessionalwho

willopenlytalktoo.Andinherstateyoushouldlimit

whatyousaytoher,shemightnotbestableand

endupcommittingsuicide.Peoplelikeherare

mostlikelytocommittingsuicidewithoutthinking

twice.Takehertoapsychotherapy.Giveherallthe

supportsheneedscoursewithyouasherparents

byhershewouldfighttentimeshardertoset

herselffree.Staypositive.Don'tgoanywherenear

herwithanegativemindsetcourseallthethings

yousayarecalculatedandaddedtogether.



Jack:Yourright..Icantlooseher.She'smyonly

seedinthisworld.

Jacob:Thendoallyoucantohelpher,trybeyond

expectationsandpower.She'snotgone,she'sjust

lockedinacageandneedahandtoreachout.

Jack:yeahneh..Sohowisyourlifegoing?Howare

theboys?

Jacob:They'regood.LefaismarriedandDonaldis

returningfromthestates.AndbecauseIknow

howstupidmysinis,hewon'tbringawifealongof

hischoice.He'dratherfuckthewholeofSouth

Africathanbeingloyal.Hesafraidofcommitment

andthat'sgoingtoendinafewmonths.

Jack:meaning?

Jacob:meaningI'mreturningtheoldruleofour

greatgrandparents.I'mgoingtolookforagirlto

marryhimassoonashelands.Sameday!.Ke

lapisitsekemakgakgaagaDonald.Thatboyorata

kukuJack!.Lennakelerragwekeaeratahela

mosimaneyoetilegommola.Whenhewasin

schoolwewouldgetcomplainsthathehadsex



withgirlsinthetoilets.Theirparentswould

threatentosueoropenacasebutesengwameboy.

Hewenton.Ipayedalotofmoneypayingfor

damageshecousedatschool.Worsepartinthe

toilets,againstthewall!He'saddicted.

Jack:(laughs)likefatherlikeson.Youalsowould

fuckalotyoucanthandle.Iwonderhowyouwere

abletopickoneoutofallandmovewithher.Heis

you!

Jacob:Kanayenaoworse.ThankGodhefinished

schoolwithoutarecord.Anyway..Icamebytosay

high,Ihavetoheadback.Seeyouaround.

Jack:Thanksforthechat,ithelped.Maybewe

shoulddodinnersometime.

Jacob:yeah..here'smycard.Callmeanytime.

Where'sBreezebytheway?Haven'tseenhimsince

hewas13.Rumorssayherunsthestreetand

ownsthatsuccessfulclub.Ishegangsteror

something?

Jack:you'retheonlyonewhodoesn'tknowBreeze

isagangster.Heisfearedaroundhere.Got



marriedtotwoladies.Sweetandpsycho.

Jacob:(laughs)that'sapackageofeverypolygamy.

Anotheronehastohavemoralswhiletheotherone

losesitinasplit.Itwasniceseeingyouman.

Jack:Youtoo.Obadumedisekolwapeng.

Jacob:Youtoo.

Thebro-huggedandheleftleavingJackinthoughts.

Hesatdownandpickedhisphonecallinghis

assistant.

Jay:hey..canyoupleasehelpmefindthebest

Psychotherapistintown.----NoI'mohkitsfor

someone--thankyou,pleaseclearmyschedulefor

thedayIhaveaheadache.--ohkbye.

Hepickedhisbrief,phoneandcarkeysandwent

out.



AttheMall

Gailwalkedaroundtheshelvespushingatrolley

pickingsomething'swhilehummingasong.She

stoppedpickingsometeenstuffsandputthemin

thetrolleyheadingtothewinesection.Shesmiled

lookingatherfavoritewineandpicked3ofthem

beforegoingtotakeanoliveoil.Shepushedher

trolleyandwenttopaywhenatalldarkbeautiful

mancoughtherattentionshoutingoverthephone

walkingover.Shetookouthercardandwhenshe

wasabouttopayastrongarmstretchedgivingthe

cashieracard.

Man:I'llpay...

Gail:uhmno..thanksbutIhavemycardan-

Man:iinsist.

Gail:ohk..butdontexpectanythinginreturn.

Matteroffactbuyherlunchcourseiwasaboutto

buyherone,soadditontop.Shesafriend.



Heturnedlookingatherwithasmileandshe

lookedawaywithaseriousface.Thecashier

lookedatthembeforegoingtogetwhatshewould

likeforlunchandcamebackscanningeverything.

Gailturnedandpickedhershoppingbagsbefore

smilingatthecashierwhosmiledbackhappily.

Gail:(winks)girlyoujustscoredyourselfalunch,

luckyyou.

Cashier:Thankyoumam.

Shewalkedawayasthemansmiledimpressed

takinghiscardbitinghislipandfollowedhertoher

car.Sheputeverythinginthebootandfrowned

lookingathimleaningagainsthercar.

Gail:move..Ihaveahusbandtofeedyourwasting

mytime.(checkedherwrist)andhehatesitwhenI

don'tfollowtime.Tloga.



Man:(smiling)yoursomiserly.

Gail:excuseme?!

Man:youjustrobbedmeR200sayingIshouldbuy

someonelunchclaimingheryourfriend.Funny

thingissheplayedalongwithyou.Sgebengu!

Gail:youinsistedremember?Nowgetoutofmy

way.

Man:you'regoodatthis,usingthisprettyinnocent

facetoit.Whatmoreareyoucapableof?Course

nowIalreadyknowone,whichistheabilitytofool

someone.

Gail:Murder.That'swhatI'mcapableof.

Helookedatherneutralfaceandfrownedbut

eventuallysmiledsteppingasideandshegotin.

Hetookouthisbusinesscardandthrewitonher

lapsmiling.

Man:liketoseemoreofyouthug.Enjoytherestof

yourdaybeautiful.



Hewalkedawaybeforeshecouldsayanythingand

shesmiledlookingatthecardonherlap.She

pickeditreadinghisname."Mxolisi".Sheshookher

headbeforeputtingitasideanddroveoff.

AtBreezeshouse

BreezeslowlyopenedhiseyestoSagisbabyface

andkissedherforeheadbeforeheadingtothe

shower.

Afterafewminshesteppedoutandworehis

clothesbeforegoingdownstairs.

Hecheckedhisphoneandithadseveralmissed

callsandmassages,hesighedgettingapearand

wenttositdown.Acallcamethroughandhebut

thepearanswering.

Odirile:donttellmeyoujustwokeup.



Breeze:Rilewhatdoyouwant?

Odirile:Iwantyoura**hereattheclubin15

minutes.

HehangupbeforehecouldrespondandBreeze

sighedthrowinghisheadback.Hetookouthis

phoneanddialedJackbuthedidn'tpick,triedrose

butstill.Hehatedcallinghissisterinlawcourse

alwaysitgetawkwardanduncomfortable

somewhereduringthecall.Hedialedherandshe

pickedupafterfewrings.

Jane:(softly)Hello?

Breeze:hey,howareyou?

Jane:I'mfine,you?

Breeze:Godd.IsJackaround?

Jane:I'matworksoI'mnotsureifhehadalready

knockedofforwhat?Trycallingthehouse

telephone.



Breeze:ohk..areyousureyourohkthough?You

sounddown.Iseverythingohk?

Jane:I'llbefine

Breeze:Soyournotfine?Youjustsaidyourfine

whenIcalled.YouliedwhenyouknowIhatebeing

liedtoJane.What'sup?

Jane:(scoffs)Youhatewhentheylietoyoubutyou

liemorethananythinginthisworld.Youlieallthe

timebutdonotwantustolieback.

Breeze:youwon'tunderstand,mynisahabbitand

hobby.That'swhyI'mprettygoodatitandableto

seewhenoneislying.AndwhenyoulieIfeellike

you'reteasingmesayingIcantlie,soIgetangry.

Jane:(laughs)what?

Breeze:yeah..sowhat'sgoingon?

Jane:(sigh)I'drathernottalkoverthephone.

Breeze:thenI'llseeyoulater.

Jane:(softly)ohk.



Thewassilenceastheybothwaitedtohearifthe

otherstillhassomethingtosaybutnothing,sothey

stayedlikethatwiththeirheartsracingforabouta

minute.

Breeze:bye..

Jane:bye..

Hehangupandlookedathisphonebeforeheavily

sighing.Hewentupstairsandworehissneakers

beforetakinghiscarkeysandleftminuteslaterGail

drovein.

AtKagiso'shouse

Around19h00PM.Kagisowalkedoutofthe

holdingadrybreadinhishandeatingandsaton

thestoep.Hefinisheditandlayeddownfacingup

theskylookingatthestars.



Asmilebuiltfromthecornerofhislipandshook

hishead.

Kagiso:(smiling)Bonolo

Heclosedhiseyessmilingandreplayedtoday'sday.

Shessozest.Shedoesn'tcareabouthisstatus.

Shesdoesn'tevenlookdownonhimsayingheis

leavinginaoneroomshack.Eatingspinachwith

pap.Leavingwithhismotherandallthosehurtful

thingstheyalwayssaytohim.Hesighedashis

mindsuddenlydriftedofflikeaswitch.

*****

Heslowlyopenedhiseyestoadarknightwithbirds

flyingupthesky.Heturnedhisheadtotheright

andthewasnothingbuttallscarytrees.Hisheart

poundedandhestoodup.Hewasinthemiddleof

ascaryforest.Heturnedaroundlookingatthe

unfamiliarplacewithnodirectionowaytoshow

howhegothere.Amovementcamefromthe

branchesandheturnedaroundashisheartraced.



Heheavilybreathedattookastepwhenhe

suddenlysteppedinwater.Helookeddownandthe

waterwascleanreachinguptohisknees.His

handsshookfromfeargettingsweaty.Helooked

aroundandtheforestwasnowinwaterandthe

waterturneddark.Slowlyhecouldfeelhisfooton

thesand,hewasn'twearinganyshoes.Something

slightlytouchedhisfoodandhecouldliterallyfeel

hisheartbeatingonhisthroatrightnow.Herubbed

hisfacewithhisshirtandwhenheletgolooking

aroundfurtherhecouldseeaflowerontopofthe

water.Ashetriedbreathingproperlysomething

quicklypassedbehindhimtouchinghisshoulder.

Hisheartalmostjumpedoutbuthestoodstill

unabletomove.

Voice:(whisper)Theflower..the

flower..flower..flower...

Hecouldliterallyfeelhisheartbeathardonhis

chestfromthewhispering.Hetriedrunningaway



buthiskneesfailedhimunabletobentandhelp

himrun.Heslowlytookastepbysteptryingto

changedirectionbuthislegswouldonlymove

towardstheflowerandnowhereelse.Hetooka

stepfurther,butbeforehecouldputhisfootdown

hefaceditelsewherewhenhetwistedhisankleand

fellinthewaterscreaminginpain.

****

Kagiso'smotherrushedoutofthehouseassoonas

sheheardaloudbangonthegroundandsaw

Kagisosweatingdustinghimselfstandingupand

satonthestoep.Herubbedthesweatwithhisshirt

andpulledhislegtohislapexaminingitwithshaky

hands.

Mother:Kagisokeng?

Hedidbreathexcercisesandleanedbackholding



hischestandsighedinreliefashismotherlooked

athimnotknowingwhattosay.

Kagiso:Ialmostdied

Hismotherfrownedlookingathimrubbingthe

sweatoffhisfaceandbreathedheavily.

.
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[08/02,13:26]Lynne :#Chapter12

Atthehospital.

Around21h00.Janeinjectedherpatientbefore

pressingacottonwheresheinjectedhim.



Jane:holdthisformeplease.Thankyou.

Heheldonandshewenttocheckhisfilebefore

writingsomethingdownandwrotealetterforhim.

Shetoreitandputitinanenvelopeandhandeditto

himashepressedhisarm.

Jane:(chuckles)itohk..youcanletgoit'snotlike

yourbleeding.Justadrop.

Man:(smile)You'llneverknow,maybeIbleedwhen

Igetinjected.

Jane:thoughasmallerwoundofaninjection.

Please.Here..you'llpassbytheclinicandtheywill

giveyouyourmedication.Yourimproving,keepit

up.

Man:thankyouDoc.

Jane:don'tmentionit.

Hestoodupandtooktheletterbeforehewentout.



Janesighedtakingoffthegloveandthrewthemin

abinbeforewashingherhands.Thedoorslowly

openedandsheturnedlookingatBreezewithhis

handsinthepockets.

Helookedsmartinsweatpantsandabighoodie

hidinghishalfofhisface.Healwayspreferred

blackanditsurelookedgoodonhim.Willheever

wearsuits?

Breeze:Staringisrude.

Jane:(embarrassed)kiddingme..Iwasn'tstaring.

WhywouldIstare?

Breeze:youdonthavetodenyit.Itsnormal..but

disrespectful.

Hesatdownandshepulledatissuewipingher

hands.Shethrewitawayandsatonherchair

pullingitunknowinglythatherdressrevealedher

boobs.Breeze'seyesjumpedtoherchestlooking

athersmoothbabies.Hispantsstretchedandhe



clearedhisthroatlookingawayputtinghishandsin

thepocketleaningbackasshesatproperlypulling

herdressupherchest.

Jane:youohk?

Breeze:hmm?

Jane:Osiame?

Breeze:(clearedthroat)yeahngi'right.Wena?

Jane:uhm..

Breeze:nolyingMrs.Whatisit?

Jane:itsRose.Sheisstartingagain.

Breeze:Startingwhat?Youcantalktome.

Jane:I'mworriedabouther.Breezemybabyis

dieingandmyhandsaretied.There'snothingIcan

dotohelpher(teary).Itriedwithmedication,taking

hertothehospital,therapist,vacationsandallbut

mybabyisslowlyfading.Allsheeverthinksortalk

aboutitsNakedi.Whenyoutrytohelpherit'slike

tellinghertoforgetNakediandreplaceher.



Recentlyshe'sbeenhavingnightmaresandwhen

shewakesupshestrugglestobreathandherbody

becometemporarilyparalyzed.Shealwaysdrags

hersoulbackfromthisnightmaresandI'mafraid

thatonedayshe'lldieinthem.(Crying)AndIcant

loosemyonlyfruitBreezeIcan't.She'sobsessed

withthedead.Ioncecoughtherwearingher

clothes.Thentheothertimeshelitcandlesinthe

housesayingshe'stalkingtoherfriendaskingher

toreturntoher.Adayagoshehadanightmareand

shewasshaking,Imeanshakingtoanextentthat

thebedwasalsomoving.Cryinginhersleep

screaming.(teary)Screaminghername!Idont

knowwhatthatgirldidtomydaughter.Iusedto

loveherbutnowIcouldjustdieandkillherinspirit

courseshe'sturningmydaughterintoanevilangel.

SeeingherinthisstateiseatingmeBreeze.I..I..I

don'tknowwhattodo.Itriedtakinghertochurch

andtheyprayedforherandstill.Thatgirlisholding

ontomydaughteranddoesn'twanttolethergo.

Roseispossessed.Myonlyrose.Theflowerofmy

womb!(Crying)



Breezelookedathernotknowingwhattodoasshe

putherhandsonherfacecryinginthem.Histhroat

driedandheswallowed.Hiswivesusedtocryand

heknewonlyonewaytocomfortthembuthe

couldn'tdothattoher.Hebithislipandrubbed

themwithhisthumblookingatherasshecried.

Jane:(sniffs)Andguesswhatyourbrotherdoesto

worsenthesituation?

Breeze:...

Jane:hemakesthreats!ThreatensRose!.Now

Roseisalwaysinfearandpain.Doesiteveroccur

tohimthatheismakingthingsevenworse?Who

knowsmaybewhenhedidthosethreatsNakedigot

evenangryandnowshe'sdoinghermost.

Breeze:..

Jane:(crying)Icantlooseher..Icant.MaybeI

shouldgovisitheratthecemeteryandaskherto

letRosebe.Shecanmakemesufferonherbehalf



thencoursethisismorethanshecanhandle.It's

beenyearsnowBreeze.Years!!

Breezelookedatherassheturnedpinkfromher

crying.Heclenchedhisjawsfightinghimself.He

wasn'tgoodinadvicesorcomforting.Hetapped

hisfootonthegroundafewtimeandbitehislip

beforestandingupandwenttoherside.Hehelped

herstandandpulledherintoahug.

Hishugraisedherbodycellsfromsleep.She

hasn'tfeltboldstrongarmaroundherbodyinyears

.She'susedtoabigbellypushinginherhungry

stomachfurtherin.Oh..andhesmelledsogood

.Thisguywasaturnon.Whatissodifficultthat

Jackisnotabletohavethisbody?

Herbodyheatedasherpantiessoaked.She

wrappedherhandsaroundhimsmellinginhis

cologne.Withherheadonhischestshecouldfeel

hisheartbeatingfast.Sheblushedashisweapon

pokedherstomach.

MeanwhileBreezekeptsayingsmallprayersinhis



heartforhisbonertodiebutitstretchedeven

further.

Bothofthemwondered"Woulditbeabadidea?"

Janeroseherheadlookinghimintheeyeswithher

handsstillwrappedaroundhim.Helookednothing

likeJackandtheirbigbro.Hetookhismothers

beautifulfacecourseshecouldseehermotherin

lawinamanform.Andboydidhelookcute.She

bitherlipandwentbacklayingherheadonhis

chestwonderingwhatwasrunninginhismind

coursehisfacewasjustneutral.

MeanwhilewithherinhisarmsBreezepressedhis

eyes.Shehadbrowntemptingeyeswithheavy

lowerlips.Hepromisedtoneverdothis.Heclosed

hiseyeswith"Shesyourbrotherswife"words

repeatinginhishead.Butthenthememoryofhis

brothersettingfiretothehousewhilehewasinside

rubbedthosewordsoff.Hisparentsmurder.

Revengeoccupiedhisheadashefoughttheargeto

pickherupbutnohecouldn't.

Heheldherwaistclosertohimmakingherfeelhis



dragonandpulledherchintohisfacekissingthe

shitoutofher.Hetookoffhercoatandloweredthe

stringsofherdressdownandherbreastspointed

athim.Hebithislipandnippledherasshe

mounedholdinghishead.Damnhewasgood.

Shepulledhisheadforakissandslidherhandin

hispantsandgaspedthroughthekiss.Shepulled

awayfromthekissandbitherliplookingathim

,againhehadaneutralfacebutnowwiththose

eyes.Shebitherfingerswhenhetossedhertothe

tablepushingeverythingasidewithher.Herheart

poundedasheliftedherdressup.Hesteppedback

abitlookingatherroundbuttwiththoseredlace

pantiesandsmirkedbeforetearingthemandshe

gasped.

Jane:B..Breeze...

Breeze:shhhhh...

Shetriedgettingupbuthepushedhertothetable

asherheartpounded.



Breeze:Ihatebeingdisturbed.

Heusedhislegtoseparateherlegslookingather

pinkcookieandheslowlyrubbedittakingouthis

weapon,damnshewassoaked.Hermounsfilled

theroomandshebitherfingertryingtoreduceher

volume.Hewasreallygoodatthis,withonlya

touchdownthereshewasalreadyhigh.Hestroked

hisdragonand""""

Hegaveherhislastshotswhilehepinnedher

againstthewallandpulledherfaceforakiss

beforesteppingback.Hetookatissuewiping

himselfassheslowlylandedonthegroundwith

shakylegsunabletostandwhilehismilkslowly

wentdownherthighs.Hepackedhimselfand

pickedherupputtingheronthebed.Thatwas

knewtoher.Shelookedathimandheleanedinfor

akiss.Hebrokeitandshedozedoff.

Hestoodtherelookingather,guiltstruckinandhe



bithislipbeforesteppingbackandputeverything

inplace.Surehecouldn'tleaveherpantieshere.

Heputtheminhispocketandopenedthedoor.He

turnedlookingatherandleftclosingthedoor.He

passedbythetable.

Breeze:MrsLyonsaysyoushouldclearher

schedule,andnoonemustdisturbher.She'snot

feelinggood.

Lady:Ohk...Isawthatshewasnotohk,shewasn't

sayingmuchnorsmilingandthat'snotreallyher.

Prayshefeelsbettersoon.

Breeze:(clearthroat)yeah..hopeso.Rememberno

oneshoulddisturbher.

Lady:I'llpersonallymakesure.

Breeze:Thatincludesyou..Bye

Lady:bye.

Breezelightlyhitthetabletwotimebeforewalking

outwithhishandsinthepockets.Theladylooked



athimsuspiciously.Heneverspentmorethanan

hourherebeforebuttodayhespent2hours.

Lady:Familymattersmaybe.

Sheshookherheadandgotbacktowork.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezeparkedhiscarandhitthewheelfewtimesin

regret.Thishasnothingtodowithher.Didhejust

makeherpayforherhusband'ssin.Hellyeahshe

wasgoodbutreally?Takingadvantageofher

situationandmakingherpayonbehalfofher

husband?.

Heclosedhiseyesandsmelledhisclothes.His

clothessmelledherperfumeandsmelledsexatthe

sametime.Heputhisheadonthewheelbefore

sighingandsteppedout.



HegotintothehouseandheardSagiandGail

talkinginthekitchenandwalkedfasttothestairs

whenSagisawhim.

Sagi:heybaby..

Hestoppedonthestairsandturnedlookingather

asshestoodagainstthewallinshortsandabiggy

tshirtbarefoot.Hetookstepsbackforcingasmile

lookingather.

Breeze:smucles..

Sagi:wherehaveyoubeen?OdirileandElicame

lookingforyou.Hesaidyouguyspartedandhadto

meetupagainbutdidn'tshowup.

Breeze:IwaswithJack.Tryingtofigureawayto

helpRose.She'sgettingworse.

Sagi:(sadly)Oh..ishouldgoseehertomorrow.

Whyareyouuneasy?Iseverythingohk.



Breeze:hmm?

Sagi:iseverythingalright?

Breeze:Sagiwhosethemanhere?

Sagi:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Helookedatherasshesuspiciouslylookedathim.

Thisoneneverbeggedoutandifhecontinuedshe'll

comeclosertohimandthat'snotgonnaendgood.

Heturnedwalkingtotheirroomandlockedbefore

takingoffhisclothesputtingtheminhisclosetand

wenttotakeashower.

MeanwhileSagilookedatthedoorfightingthearge

togobangittappingherfootofthefloor.She

turnedandjoinedGailinthekitchen.

Gail:what?

Sagi:somethingisnotright.Hedidsomething.

Gail:Hedidnothing,canthegooutwithoutyou



questioninghim.He'llbemadsayingwarawara

youknowhim.

Sagi:whatever..

Gail:Relax..here'syourfood.

.

.

.
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[08/02,13:27]Lynne :#Chapter13

AttheHospital

Earlyaround4aminthemorning,Janeslowly



openedhereyestoaposterofabody.Shesighed

tossingandgotoffthebed.Herpunaniwassour

andhot.Sheputherhandbetweenherlegsand

flinchedandlookedatherhandcoveredinBreezes

rain.Didhejustcuminher?.Buthellshehasn't

orgasmedinalongtimeanditfeltgood.Hedid

miraclesonher.Eversinceitwashershewas

neverpositionedinthosepositionsduringsex.

Toucheddownthereorgotherbreastsuckedlike

that.Shesmiledlickingherlipsthinkingofhow

theirbodiesclappedagainstoneanother.Howhe

tossedherlikeshewassomesortofadoll.Howhe

pinnedheronthetablesmashingherfrombehind

andtossedheragainputtingherlegsonhis

shoulderfuckingtheshitoutofherwhilecubing

herbreasts.Howherpulledherhair,spankedher

,kisses,helpedherstandandputoneofherlegs

onthechairmadeherholdontothetable.Howhe

pickedherandpinnedheragainstthewall.Damn

hesaGodinthis.Nowonderhemarriedtwowives.

Heisabletomakeyoucum2tothreetimesina

rowwithouthisreleasing.Buthedidonceandafter

hewasdonecleaninghispipehewentagain.



Shegiggledandpulledherdressdownandwentto

hertableshelookedonthefloorandfrowned

lookingattheirmessandwenttogetamop.She

camebackandcleanedeverything.

Hereyescoughttheclockbythewallandherheart

skipped.Shedroppedthemopandtookherbag

phoneandbagfixingherhaironherwayout.

Shelookedatthenurseonthetableandwalked

over.

Jane:hey...

Lady:Doc..howareyoufeeling?Yourbrotherin

lawtoldmethatyousaidyouweresickanddonot

wantanydisturbance.SoIaskedDoctorZweneto

coverupforyou.

Jane:ohthankverymuch.Uhm...wereyou

workingdoubleshifts?

Lady:yeah...coverups

Jane:ohk..thankyou.



Shewalkedoutfishingforherkeysinherbagand

gotthemunlockinghercar.Shesighedandlooked

atherselfonthemirrorandtookoutherhairbrush

andbrushedit.Hiscolognewasstillonherclothes

soshetookoutherperfumeandsprayedherself

beforedrivingoff.

''''''

Shegotthereandparkedhercarinthegarage

beforesteppingoutwithapoundingheart.She

tookasteptowardsthehousebutitfeltheavy.She

leanedagainstthecarastearsburnedhereyes.

Shelookedattheringonherfingerandtearsrolled

downhercheeks.Shejustcheatedonherhusband.

Withhisbrotherontopofthat.Shewasneverthe

kindtocheatandnotoncehasshecheatedonher

husband.Whathassheturnedinto?.

Shelookeddownasmoretearsrolleddownand

shegatheredherselftogetherwipinghertearsand

wentin.

ShepassedbyRose'sroomandslightlyopenedthe

doorandsawDineosleepingbyherside.Thisgirl



wassosweetandwellmannered.Shecouldn't

understandwhysheendedupbythestreetsselling

herbody.ButthankGodshesawthelightandquit

beforeit'stoolate.Sheclosedthedoorandwalked

tothemainbedroomandslowlywalkedin.

Shelookedathimunderthesheetssnoring.This

washerhusband.Themanthatlovedher

throughouteverything.Theonethatputaringon

herfingerbutshedecidedtogivehisfoodtohis

brother.Tearsburnedhereyesandshewalked

towardsthebathroomandleanedonthebasin

crying.Didshejustgiveherselflikethat.She

pouredwaterinthebathtubandtookofherdress

andrememberedhowhetoreherpanties.She

rubbedhertearsandgotintothetabandlayedin

thereclosinghereyeslisteningtoherboilingcookie.

AtBreezeshouse.

Around7am,Odirileparkedhiscarandwalked

towardsthehouseandputthepinbythedoorandit



unlockedandhewalkedin.Theywerenotyet

awakeorBreezebecameBreezeonthem.

Hewalkedtothekitchenandopenedthefridge,

tookoutabowloffoodbeforewarmingthemand

pouredhimselfjuice,satonthehighchaireating.

MeanwhileSagiwalkeddownthestairsinabiggy

tshirtthatlookedmorelikeadressonherwith

messyhairrubbinghereyes.Shewalkedtothe

kitchenandsighedlookingatOdirile.

Odirile:Heybaby.

Sagi:hey...andwhatareyoudoing?

Odirile:I'meating.Youguysknowhowtocook

unlikethatstupidfoolIaccommodatedinmyhouse

.

Sagi:yoursister?

Odirile:yeah..shedoesn'tknowhowtocook,what

sheknowsistalkingshitonly.Wealwaysoder

takeawaysbecouseshechasedmycookaway.

Sagi:theyoushouldgetagirl,theonewho'llcook



foryouthen.

Odirile:whydoIneedtogetonewhenIhaveyou

andGail?

Voice:Theyaremineandtheycookformenotus.I

marriedthemwedidn'tmarrythem.

BreezewalkedinandwenttostandbySagipulling

herforakissandsatnexttoOdirilewhileSagi

madetwocupsofcoffeeandgaveonetoBreeze.

Odirile:whataboutme?

Both:Whataboutyou?

Odirile:yameyonaekae?

Sagi:Odirileyourdrinkingjuice.

Odirile:youshouldhaveaskedmeifI'mdonewith

hejuiceorwhatcourseI'mdone.NowIwant

coffee.

Breeze:youknowthisisain'taRestaurantright.



Sagi:andyou'refinishingfood.

Odirile:aoSagi..justacupofcoffeewouldn'thurt

youknow.

Sagi:noOdirile.

Odirile:one..

Sagi:no

Odirile:Areyougonnalether-

Breeze:it'sherhousenotmyn.

Odirile:mxm.

Sagilaughedandwentupstairsleavingthemalone.

Odirilechuckledbeforestandingupandmadehis.

HelookedatBreezewhowasnotdrinkinghis

coffeebutratherrunninghisfingeronthehold.

Odirile:Whatisit?

Breeze:nothing.

Odirile:it'snotnothing.Comeonspitit.



Breeze:spitwhat?

Odirile:stopwiththisquestion.YouknowmanI

cameheretotellyoushitbutI'monholdbecauseI

wantyoutorelaxsothattheshitI'mgonnasay

stuckinyourhead.WhenyourlikethisIknowI'llbe

talkingonmyown.Nowtellmewhat'swrong?

Breeze:nothing.

Odirile:nothinghuh?Sowherewereyoulastknight

.

Breeze:areyoumywifenow?WhydoIhavetotell

youaboutmywhereabouts?

Odirile:soyouweresomewheredoingsomething

youshouldn'tbedoingright?

Breeze:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

Odirile:BreezeIknowyoumorethanyouknow

yourself.Whenyoudidsomethingyoubecame

distantandquiet?Youdriftoffandyouanswera

questionwithaquestion.Youdonteatyoudo

nothing.Whatisit?

Breeze:isthatknowingme?



Odirile:youjustdidwhatIsaidrightnow.Answer

aquestionwithaquestion.

Breeze:areyougonnaletitgo?

Odirile:Idontthinkso.

Breezesighedlookingathimanddrankhiscoffee

whilehewaited.Heshookhisheadandyeahhe

wasright.Odirileneverlet'sshitgo.He'drather

provokeyoualldayuntilyousaywhat'sup.

Breeze:Ifuc-

Gailwalkeddownstairsinhersuitanddistracted

him.Shewalkedovertohimandkissedhischeek

beforewalkinggreetingOdirile.

Gail:BabytodayI'mtakingyourcar.

Breeze:what'swrongwithyourcar?



GailIdontwantittoday.Iwantyours.

Breeze:why?

Gail:courseIwantyourcar.

Hechuckledandshesmiledhugginghimfrom

behind,kissedhisneckbeforewalkingoutleaving

them.OdirilelookedatGailwalkingoutandtuned

hisattentiontohim.Breezelookedathimandgot

offthechairshakinghishead.Odirilelookedathim

whenhiseyesfellonalovebiteonhisneck.

Odirile:didshejustleavealovebiteonyouwitha

babykiss?

Breezestoppedonhistracksandlookedathim.

Yesterdaynonofthemkissedhisneckandthey

definitelydidnothavesex.Onlyonepersonleftit

there.Hejoggedupthestairsandwentintothe

bathroomlookingathisneck.Sagisteppedoutof

theshowernakedandlookedathimrubbinghis



neck.

Sagi:Areyouohk?

Heturnedlookingathernudeandswallowedbefore

walkingovertoavoidthelongconversationafter

hisanswer.Hepulledherintotheshowerkissing

herwettinghisclothes.

.

.

.
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AtBreezeshouse

MeanwhiledownstairsOdirilelookedathiswrist

andsighedbeforestandingandwenttowashthe



dishestheywereusing.Hewipedthemandpacked

thembackbeforegrabbingabottleofwaterinthe

fridgegoingupstairs.

Hestoodbytheirdoorandheardthesoundoftheir

bodiesclappingagainstoneanotherandtheir

mouns.Hechuckledbeforegoingbackdownstairs

whenJackwalkedin.

Jack:Odirile

Odirile:Jack,what'sup?

Jack:nothingman.Where'sBreeze?

Odirile:hesbusyupstairswithSagi.

Jack:Ibettergetgoing.Thanksbye.

Odirile:Eban!Whyareyoualwaysleavingwhen

she'saround?Doyouhavesomesortofhistory

togetherthat'sfuelingthebeefeverynowandthen?

Jack:no.MeandSagidonothaveanyhistory.I

justknewherwhenshestarteddatingBreeze.I

don'tknowwhyshehatesme.Shewantsnothing

todowithmeandshe'salwaysangrytoseeme.



Herhateformeisalwaysquestionable.

Odirile:Sagiisagoodgirl.Sheforgavealotof

peoplewhohadbeefwithher.What'ssodifficult

forhertoforgiveyoufordoing?

Jack:nothing.Ihavenothingagainstthisgirlbut

thewayshehatesmeisdistend.Ialwaysquestion

myselfwhatIdidtoherbutIcan'tseemtofindthe

answers.Gailthinksitsaboutthatincidentthat

happenedyearsback.Evensoiaskedfor

forgiveness.Breezeforgavemewhycan'tshedo

thesameandbesidesthishasnothingtodowith

her.Itsbetweenmeandmybrothers.Shesjusta

daughterinlaw,sheshouldbehavelikeoneand

stopplayingBreezesparent.

Odirile:ButIalsounderstandherifthat'sthecase.

Youalmostkilledherhusband.Theonlyperson

shelovedandyoualmosttookhimawayfromher.

Imagineifitwasherthatalmostkilledyourwifeby

settingatimebombonhercar.Wouldyousayit

wasamistakeandyouforgiveherjustlikethat?

Aftertakingyourloverawayfromyou?



Jack:Iwouldn'tandthisusdifferentman.Thisis

betweenbrothers,whydoesshehavetostickher

noseintoourbrotherhood?.

Odirile:yeahneh..

Breezewalkeddownthestairsinsweatpantswith

noshirtonandfrownedlookingathisbrother.His

heartpoundedbutplayedcoollookingathis

annoyedface.Hewalkedoverandsatdown

oppositehimbalancinghisheadwithhisarmson

histhighs.

Jack:howareyoudoingyoungman?

Breeze:good.(clearthroat)you?

Jack:I'mgood..I'vebeentryingtocallyoubutit

didn'tgothrough.Itriedyouforlike3to4timein

thelastcoupleofdays.Where'syourphone?

Breeze:inmypocket.Andhowisthatpossible-



Hetookouthisphoneandandcheckedonlytofind

thathiscallswereblocked.Onlyonepersondid

this?Hesmiledbutinghislipandunblockedhim

beforeputtingthephoneback.

Jack:so..?

Breeze:youwereblocked.

Jack:whydidyoublockme?

Breeze:Idontblockanycallsmygirlsdo.Andthey

blockyouifyou'redoingsomethingtheydonotlike.

Jack:(sighed)isitSagi?

Breeze:Whydoeseverythingtoyouhastotowith

Sagi?Itcouldbeanyofus.

Jack:kanayourwifehatesme.Shesaysitallthe

timeandmakessurethatIdonotforgetthatshe

hatesme.Shelikessaying"Jack..waitsiyour

upsettingmystomach".Likewtf.Shesaysit

withouteventhinking.

Odirile:(laughs)nowthatsoundsmorelikeher.

Shedoesn'trunaroundthebushshetellsyou



straightintheeye.That'swhatIlikeabouther.

She'snotevenscaredofcallingoutsomeone's

packagesinpublic.Shestandhergroundthatone.

Talkaboutpieceofshit.

Breeze:Y'allleavemywifealoneohk.Andwena

Rilestopcallingmywifeapieceofshit.I'llpunch

youinthemiddleofyourfacerightnow.

Odirile:(laughs)I'dliketoseeitcoming.

Breeze:Mxm...Soyousayyou'vebeentryingtocall

meright?Whatisitthatyouwanted?

Jackrubbedhisfaceandlookedathimbitinghislip

.Breezesheartpoundedlookingathim.Couldshe

havetoldhimabouttheirsecret?Asmuchashe

wantedhimtopaythiswashisbrotherandshewas

hisandmothim.Helookedathimandswallowed

meanwhileOdirilelookedathimrubbinghishands

together.Breezeneverbehavedlikethistoward

Jack'spresence.Healwaysremainedhimselfbut

todayhewasnot,ratheruneasytappinghisfooton

thefloor.



Jack:itsRose.

Breezereleasedaheavysighleaningbackand

relaxedlookingathim.OntheotherhandOdirile

lookedathimwithsuspicion.

Breeze:iknow.

Jack:whatdoyouknow?

Breeze:uhmwhatwereyougonnatellme?About

hernightmares?

Jack:howdoyouknowthat?

Breeze:(clearedthroat)Ihaveasisterinlaw

remember.Shetoldoneofmywivesandshetold

me.

Jack:oh..

Breeze:She'sgonnabeohk.Takehertofortherapy

andshe'llgetbackup.



Jack:butwetriedthatremember?Eventookherto

amentalhospital.NowI'monlyleftwithonechoice.

Breeze:whichis?

Jack:I'mthinkingifthePsychotherapyisn't

helping..weshouldconsultaseer.

BreezeseyespoppedatthesametimeasOdirile

lookingathim.Helookedatthemandnohe's

decisionwasfinal.Ifthere'sanythingheis

concernedaboutrightnowit'shisdaughter.

Jack:yeah..maybehecanblocktheevilspiritaway

frommydaughter.Itstheonlyway.

.

.

.

.



.

.

.

.

Comment

[08/02,13:33]Lynne :#Chapter15

AtBreezeshouse.

Theybothlookedathimasherubbedhishands

together.Hewasserious.Jackstoodupand

pickedhiscarkeyswhenSagiwalkeddownstairs

inherspaghettidressthatrevealedherhourglass

figure.Todaysheletherhairlosebouncingonher

shoulder.Odiriletracedherbodyandsmiled

lookingatBreezeontheotherhandJackswallowed

thinkingwhysuchanangeliccreaturehateshimso

bad.Shewasbeautifuleveninsimpleclothes.



Odirile:Wow..youlookbeautiful.Whereyougoing?

Sagi:I'mgoingtocheckonRoseandIhave

somethingtotalkaboutwithJane.

Breeze:(heartskipped)whatisthat?

Sagi:somethingsomething.

Odirile:todayI'myourboybaby.Let'sride.

Breeze:Ridemyfoot!Sagiyournotgoing

anywhere.

Sagi:Excuseme?

Breeze:Yournotgoinganywheretoday.

Odirile:Andthenwena.She'snotgoinganywhere?

Breeze:OdirileI'mtalkingtomywifestayoutof

this.

Sagi:Butwhy?

Breeze:Nothing.Goupstairs.

Sagibitherlipfightingherinnerselftobustout

infrontofhisbrotherandOdirile.Sheturnedback



totheirroomandbangedthedoor.

Odirile:really?She'sastayinnow?Kanashewas

goingtoseeJane.Shewasgoingtoyourbrother's

house.

Breeze:I'llmeetyouattheclub.

Jack:Youknowherandidontgetalongbutdontdo

thistoher.Idontknowifit'sforthefirsttimeor

whatbutdontbethathusband.Anywaybye.

Hepickedhiskeysonthetableandwalkedout.

Odirilealsostoodupandlookedathim before

chuckling.

Odirile:youmyguysmellguilt.AndIwontleaveit

layinguntilyoutellmewhatyoudid?Anywaybye.

HeleftleavingBreezeallalone.Hestoodupand

wentupstairs.Heslowlyopenedthedoorand



walkedinonhersittingbythemirrorbrushingher

hair.Hesatontheedgeofthebedandshelooked

athimthroughthemirror.

Breeze:hey.

Sagi:whatwasthatabout?

Breeze:nothing...amIwrongtowanttospenda

daywithmywife?Ididn'tknowitwascrime.

Sagi:Breezewhatwasthatabout?Dontgiveme

thatcourseitseemedalotmorethanthat.Youjust

orderedmelikeI'myourchildbashfulingmeinfront

ofyourfriendandbrother.

Breeze:IjusttoldyouIwanttospendtimewithyou

.BabeeversinceIreturnedweneverhadourtime

alone.Imissyou.

Sagi:sodoesthatgiveyoutherighttobeall..Idont

know.Breezewhat'swrongwithyou?

Breeze:SagiijusttoldyouwhyIdidthatandI'm

sorry.Itwonthappenagain.

Sagi:hellyeahitwonthappenagain,youscaredme



ontopofthat.

Breeze:youscared?Please.Sowhatwereyou

goingtodothere?

Sagi:toseeJaneandRose.Babypleaseletmego

seeher.RightnowRoseneedsusmorethanever

andyouknowit.

Breeze:SoyourgoingtheretoseeJane?About

what?

Sagi:somethingsomething.Whydoyouwantto

knowsobadlywhatI'mgoingtoseeherfor?

Breeze:justasking.

Sagistoodandpickedherphonebeforekissinghim

.

Sagi:I'llberightback.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoorbehindher.

BreezequicklytookouthisphonedialingJane.



Jane:hey..

Breeze:Haveyousaidanything?

Jane:No..why?

Breeze:ohkkeepitthatwaywebothhavesomuch

tolose.Bye.

Hehangupandsighedbeforegettingdressedand

left.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Kagisosatunderamarulatreeintheiryard.The

dreamplayedinhismindwhilehestaredattheir

house.Aheavywindblewhiscapthatwasonhis

kneetothegatewhenhesnappedandwenttogetit

.

Hepickeditanddustedthesoilofandputiton.His

eyeslookedatthesideoftheroadandthereshe



was.Shewasjuststandingthereinherwhite

dresswithlonghairandanunclearface.Hestood

therelookingatherandshealsolookedathim

withoutmoving.

Heopenedthegateandwhenhetriedtocrossthe

roadacocacolatruckhookedandhesteppedback

lettingitpass.Afterithaspassedshewasnowhere

tobeseen.Helookedaroundandtherewas

nowhereshecouldhavehiddenunseen.

Heheldhiswaistandwalkedbackintotheiryard

whenBonolosmothersteppedoutofthehousein

herformalweartalkingoverthephone.

Her:wait..Helloboy

Kagiso:Hey..

ShegotinthecaranddroveoffwhenBonolo

steppedoutinhershortscoveredinpaintandwent

tostandbythefance.



Bonolo:heyyou.

Kagiso:hey.

Hecouldn'thelpbutlookathersmoothlegsandup

toherchest.Hercroptopwascoveredinpaint.She

hadanamazingbodyandtodayshetiedabunon

herhead.

Kagiso:what'sup?

Bonolo:nothing..ishouldbeaskingyouthat.

Kagiso:nothing.Whatareyoudoingcoveredin

paint?

Bonolo:oh..I'mjustpaintingsomethingthatIdont

evenknowwhatitis?

Kagiso:oh..

Bonolo:Comeseeit.Maybeyoucouldhelpsince

youloveart.

Kagiso:Idontthinkthat'sagreatidea.



Bonolo:comeon,youscaredI'llfuckyou?

Kagiso:(laughs)what?No..jeezdude.

Bonolo:thencome.

Helookedatherasshesmiledrevealingherone

dimpleandwalkedoutofthegatetohers.She

openedthedoorwidelyforhimandhesteppedin

beforeclosing.

Helookedaroundanditdidn'tlookliketheyjust

movedin.Thehousewasreallybeautifulandfully

furnished.Shepulledhimbyhishandandlethim

totheirstoreroomthatshehadturneditintoher

workplace.

Bonolo:hereitis,whatdoyouthink?

Itwasapaintingofaballerinadancingintherainat

nightwithstreetlights.Hepickedabrushand

dippeditinapaintandpaintedthelightstomake

themabitdim.



Kagiso:itsrainingright?Sothelightscan'tbethat

bright.Butotherwiseitsperfect.Ilovetheoilpaint

usedandthelifeyougaveinit.Thescapesand-

Bonolo:(softly)Kagiso..

Kagiso:hmm?

Heturnedwithonehandinthepocketandanother

oneholdingthebrush.Herheartpoundedlooking

athim.Shecouldn'tbelieveshehasfalleninlove

withhimalready.Shebitherliplookingathimand

cameclosertohimtryingtotalkbutwordsstuckon

hertongue.

Bonolo:whydontyoumakeone?I'msureIcan

learnfromyoursandnexttimeI..wontmakea

mistake.

Kagiso:(smiling)sure.Doyouhaveextraboards?

OrA4s?

Bonolo:(clearthroat)yeah..there.



Hetookawhitepaintingboardatsetitupbefore

takingthepaintsandtwochairsandsatdown.

Kagiso:comesit.

Shewalkedoverandsatnexttohimandhesmiled

atherbeforestartingtopaint.Sheputherhands

betweenherlapsandlookedathimpainting.

Bonolo:sowhatareyoupainting?

Kagiso:Idon'tknow.

Bonolo:soyourjustpainting?Indarkcolorsonly?

Kagiso:(smiling)somethingthat'sinmyhead.It

hasbeentheresincelastnight.

Bonolo:Adream.Mustbeabadoneforyouto

paintwithdarkcolorsonly.

Kagiso:(smiling)yeah..



Bonolo:canItellyousomething?

Kagiso:sure,whatisit?

Bonolo:promisemeyouwon'tfreakout.

Kagisoputthebrushdownandturnedhisattention

toher.Shebitherupperlipandhepulledherhands

inhisgentlysqueezingthem.

Histouchgavehergoosebumpsandshelooked

rightinhiseyes.Hewassorelaxed.Couldtelling

himaboutherfeelingsruintherelationshipthey

have?Shelookeddownontheyhandsandbackat

him.

Kagiso:youcantellmeanything,IpromiseIwont

reactinanabjectmanner.Whatisit?(smiled)

AttheLyonsMansion.

Sagiparkedhercarbeforesteppingoutandwent



towardsthehouse.Shepressedthedoorbellanda

maidrushedoveropeningforher.

Maid:gooddayMrsLyon

Sagi:(smile)Sagiplease..CalkmeSagi.

Maid:(smiling)I'musedtocallingyouMrsLyonso

itsgonnatakelongformetogetholdofSagionly.

Sagi:AslongasyoucallmeSagiontheenditsohk

.

Maid:Yesmam.

Sagi:isRosearound?

Maid:she'sinherroommam.

Sagi:ohkthanks

Shewalkedupstairsgreetingeveryoneshecomes

acrossandwenttoRose'sroom.Shelightly

knockedandRoseansweredherbeforeshecould

getinsmiling.



Sagi:(smiling)where'smyfavouritepersoninthe

wholewideworld?

Rose:heyaunty.Howareyou?

Sagi:I'msadrightnow.Commonsmileforme

please,justonceinawhileplease.

Rose:(forcedsmile)

Sagi:thatoneitsforcedbutthankyou.Whatare

youuptoo?

Rose:Iwaswatchingthismovie.Horror.

Sagi:youstillwatchthat,aren'tyougettingscared?

Rose:Isawtheworst.(Sigh)

Sagi:likewhat?

Rose:Idontwannatalkaboutit.

Sagi:fairenough.

Rose:areyouherewithauntGailanduncle?

Sagi:no..theyarebusybutI'msurethey'llcome

checkonyou.



Rose:checkonmeforwhat?

Sagi:justtosayhi.Theyhaven'tseenyouina

while.

Rose:theytoldyoudidn'tthey?

Sagi:tolduswhat?

Rose:Auntieyourabadliaryouknowthat?.My

parentstoldyouthatI'mhavingnightmaresright?

Whyareyouguyssoobsessedwithme,whycant

youjustleavemeandmyfriendalone!.That'smy

friendnotours!.Nakediismyfriendleaveusalone!

JustsayitAuntie.Theytolddidn'tthey?!aboutmy

nightmaresright?

Sagi:Idon'tknowwhatyourtalkingabout.Areyou

havingnightmares?

Shesighedandstoodupwithherlaptopandsat

nexttoSagionthebed.

Rose:Sorryforyellingatyou.Ididn'tmeanto.Let's

watchyourfavoritemovie.I'mgladyourhere.I



loveyou.

Sagi:itsohkIloveyoutoo.

TheyhuggedandRoseswitchedonherlaptopand

Nakedi'spictureflashed.Sagilookedatherthen

backatthelaptopandtheyleanedonthe

headboardwatchingthemovie.

AtGail'sGallery.

Gailwalkedaroundwithabuyershowingher

beautifulpiecesthatcouldfitinverywellinadining

room.Theystoodbyahugeoneofbrightflowers

andlookedatitandsmiledateachother.

Gail:thisoneisalsomyfavorite.Iputithereso

thatwhomevergetsinhereshouldseehow

amazingourartistsare.Itwaspaintedbysome

guynamedPhapano.He'sgood.Foundhimbythe

streetspaintingonthestreets.Youknowthose



sillyboysthatpaintpeople'swallsright?(they

loughed)yeah.Iaskedhimtomakeapaintingor

drawsomethingformeandillputitintheeyesfor

himandthereitis.Hetookouthisall.Heisso

talented.Rightnowheisbusywithanotheronein

ourpaintingroom.

Woman:yoursuchagenerousinspiringwoman

Gail.Iwisheveryoneelsewasjustlikeyou.You

helppickupthosewhoareinneedandhelpthem

findtheirselvesinart.Youragoodwomankeepit

up.

Gail:thankyou.

Woman:I'llhaveit.Wherearethepapersifthere

arepaperscoursemyhouseneedssomethingto

cheeritup?WheredoIpay?

Gail:(laughing)alrightalrightgotherethey'llhelp

you.ThankyouforvisitingGail'sGallery.

Woman:Ishouldthankyouforopeningsucha

livingplace.It'llhelpourchildrenalot.They'llstop

withdrugsandfindthemselvesabetterplacetobe

here.



Gail:thankyou.

Theyshookhandsandshewenttomakepayments

andGailsighedwithasmileandlookedatthe

painting.Sheisreallyupgradingnonstop.Her

Galleryisgrowingbitbybitanddaybyday.

Voice:Wow..thisisasurprise.

Sherecognizedthevoiceandcouldn'thelpbut

smileandturnedlookingathim.Hewasinasuit

thatheldontohisbodyandhehadunbuttonedthe

shirtonhischestwithacrossnecklaceon.He

lookedlikehejusthadahaircutandmandiditlook

good.Hewalkedovertohersmilinglookingather

figureinhersuit.Thiswasawomanrightthere.

Mxo:sgebengundin'.Howareyou?

Gail:I'mgoodandhowareyou?



Mxo:I'malsogood.Youlookgood.

Gail:thanksandsodoyou.

Mxo:(playfully)Iknow

Gail:you'resofoolingyourselfdontyou?

Mxo:butyoujustsaidIlookgoodnaweangisho?

Gail:Iwasjustbeingcivil.NowthatIlookatyou

..mmhmmhyourbad.

Mxo:isthishowyouwelcomecustomersaround

here?Youshouldgetfired,letmetalktoyourboss.

Coursethisishighlyunacceptable.Ishouldreport

youtotheCPA.Calltheboss.

Gail:Heresheis?

Mxo:where?I'mserious.

Gail:yourlookingather.

Mxolisilookedatherandsmiledbeforethesmiled

turnedintoalaughter.Hislaughterwassimilarto

Breezes.Theylaughliketheyownthelaughter

moments.Hestoppedandlookedatherbefore



turningbacktothereceptionist.

Mxo:hey..whosetheownerofthisplace?

Man:itsMrsAbigailLyon.Thatonerightthere.

Mxo:(frowned)Lyon?AsinfromtheLyonfamily?

Man:yessir..Lyon.She'smarriedtoBreezeLyon.

MxoswallowedlookingatGailandTheresano

possiblewayshewasmarriedtoagangster.He

smiledwalkingoverandstoodbyherlookingata

freehandsketch.

Gail:so..?

Mxo:Gailright?Iwannatakeyououtonalunch.

Gail:(lookedathim)unfortunatelyI'mmarried.

Mxo:Iknowthat'swhyit'safriendlunch,nota

romanticdate.Youstillhavemynumberright,call

meifyouchangeyourmind.HaveagreatdayMrs



Lyonitwasniceseeingyou.

HewalkedtothepaymentsiteandGailturned

lookingathimbeforegoingtoheroffice.

AtBonolosHouse

Bonololookedathimandtookoffhiscap.Hehad

abeautifulfaceandhiseyelidswerebrown.Hislips

weretocravefor.Shelookedinhiseyesand

couldn'thelpbutleanoverslowly.Kagisosawher

andthoughtofstoppingherbutknowinghow

embarrassedshe'llfeelhealsoleanedoverand

theirforeheadsmet.Theysharedbreathswhen

theirlipsslightlytouchedandtheyFrenchkissed.

.

.

.

.
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AttheLyonsMansion

RoseandSagihuggedbyherdoorandSagismiled

beforeleaving.Rosesighedandwentbackintoher

roomwhenlonelinessstruckher.Atearrolled

downandshewenttnhercloset.

Shetookoutherfriendsshirtandatrackpanthat

Nakediusedtoloveandhuggedthemtightsmiling

walkingbacktoherroom.Shetookoffherclothes

andworethembeforewalkingtothemirrorsmiling

onherown.

Thisfeltlikeshewaswithheraround.Wearingher

clothesfeltlikeshewasclosertoherevenifshe

wasnotaround.Shefeltherinthoseclothes.

Shesmiledbeforepickingherpictureandlandedon

thebedloughingalone.



Meanwhiledownstairs.

SagiwalkedtotheparkinglotwhenJanepulledby

hersideandtheysmiledateachother.Jane'sheart

poundedasshesteppedoutofthecarandstood

infrontofher.

WhatifBreezetoldher?Whatifshefoundout?

Shebeatedherselfstandinginfrontofhercourse

Sagishandshavenobreakswhencomingtoher

man.

Sagiopenedherarmsandtheyhuggedpatting

eachothersbacksbeforesteppingback.

Jane:Ihaven'tseenyouinawhile.Howhaveyou

been?

Sagi:I'vebeengood.Theuniversehasbeen

smilingatme.Whataboutyou?

Jane:I'vebeengoodtoo.Andothers?

Sagi:themtoo.UhmIheardaboutwhathappened.



Jane:(heartskipped)Sagiit'snotwhatyouthink.It

allhappenedsofast.Seethisishowithappened.I

was-

Sagi:IknowyoudontsleepwithwithRoseinthe

sameroom.

Jane:what?

Sagi:Janeyoudonthavetoactstronginfrontofme

.Idontknowthepainofseeingyourdaughter

slowlydriftingawaybutknowthatyoucanshareit

withme,us.We'reafamilyandRoseneedsus

together.Sheneedsallthesupportshecanget

especiallyfromherlovedones.Sheneedusmore

thaneverrightnow.

Jane:(relieved)thankyou..YoursocaringandI

reallyappreciatetheloveyougiveRosella.(Sigh)

YouknowItriedSagi-Ididbut...Ijustdon'tknow

whattodoanymore.Nakedidoesn'twanttoletmy

daughterbeandithurtsseeingherlikethat.

SometimesIfeellikeIdidn'tdoenoughasamother

.Ishouldhavetoldhertostayawayfromthatgirl

whenIhadthechancetoo.Ish-



Sagi:Janedontbeatyourselftohardaboutthis.

Youragoodmotherandweallknowthat.Your

doingwhatamotherdoestohelptheirchild.

(Phonerang)ohIhavetogo.Justknowthatyoura

goodmotherandyourdoinggood.

Jane:thankyou.

Sagi:bye

Jane:bye.

Sagigotintohercarandputthephoneonspeaker

puttingitdownanddroveout.

Odirile:Mybabe

Sagi:heyyou..what'sup?

Odirile:I'mlookingforthatbloodyhusbandof

yours.Whereishe?didhecomebacktohissenses

?

Sagi:(chuckles)hedid.IlefthimhomewhenIleft

I'mnotsureifhesthereorheleft.I'llcheckhimfor



you.

Odirile:Asseblief.

Hehangupandshedroveoff.

AtGail'sGallery

Gailwalkedouttothereceptionandgaveherher

officekeyswhenadeliverymanwalkedinholding

flowers.Hesmiledlookingatthereceptionistashe

smiledback.

Gail:anyoneinmyhousewhohasasecretadmirer?

Receptionist:iguessthereis.Iwonderwhothey

arefrom.Ormaybeitfromyourhusband.

Gail:pleasenotBreeze.

Deliveryman:Goodevening.IsmissGailLyon

workinghere?



Gail:(frown)that'sme.Whoaretheyfrom?

Delivery:signhereplease.

Gailsignedandthemangaveherabunchof

flowersandasmallgiftbagbeforewalkingout.

Receptionists:Nowwhohasanadmirer?

Gail:(smiling)mxm.

Shewalkedouttohercarandgotinbefore

reachingforthenote.

"Beautifulflowersforabeautifulwoman"

Itwasjustthatandnonameofwhotheycamefrom

.Shesmiledandputthematthebackbefore

openingthegift.

Shesmiledlookingatherfavoritechocolatesanda



smallbox.Shetookitoutandgaspedlookingat

thediamondnecklace.

ShescreamedbeforedialingBreeze.

Breeze:babe

Gail:(screaming)IloveitIloveitIlooooveit.

Breeze:Youlovewhat?

Gail:(smiling)yoursuchacharmerhubby.Ilove

yousosomuch.Cantwaittorockit.

Breeze:Gailwhatareyoutalkingabout?Lovewhat

?Rockwhat?

Gail:NcoowIloveyoubabeseeyouathome.

Shehangupandputeverythingbackbeforedriving

offwithahugesmile.

AtAirClub



Breezelookedatthephoneandwalkedinandthe

stuffwaspreparingforthenight.

Hestoodinthemiddleoftheroomandlooked

around.Sohemadeitevenaftereverythinghes

beenthrough.

Acallcamethroughandhepicked.

Sagi:Heybabe,whereareyou?

Breeze:I'mattheclub.Iseverythingohk?

Sagi:yeaheverythingisalrightIwasjustchecking

uponyou.Odirilewaslookingforyou.

Breeze:ohkI'llcallhim.

Sagi:ohkloveyou.

Breeze:loveyoutoo.

Shehangupandwenttothebarandpouredaglass

ofwhiskeydrinkingitatagobeforeleaving.



AtBonoloshouse

Kagisolookedatherandtracedherjawlinewithhis

thumbbeforeplantingababykissonherlips.

Kagiso:so..what'sup?We'vebeenkissinga

thousandtimesandyouhaven'ttoldmewhatyou

wereabouttosay.

Bonolo:I..uhm..I.

Kagiso:Bonolotalktome.

Bonolo:(sighed)straighttothepoint?

Kagiso:straighttothepoint.

Bonolo:ohk..I..Iloveyou.

Shelookeddownandhelookedathernotknowing

whattosay.Sheraisedherheadandlookedathim

asheheldherhandsinhis.Ohkthiswas

embarrassingwhatwasshethinking.Sheclosed

hereyesandbreathedoutheavily.



Bonolo:I'msosorry.Ididn'tmeanto-

Kagiso:itsohk.There'snothingwrongabout

someoneexpressinghowtheyfeel.Beingagirl

doesn'tmeanyoushouldbeheldbackandbe

scaredtocracktheice.Youshouldfeelfreetotalk

yourselfout.

Bonolo:soyournotdisappointed?

Kagiso:what!No!

Bonolo:(smiling)smiling..so?Whataboutyou?

Helookedatherbeforeleaninginakissandpicked

herfromhersitputtingheronhislaps.His

packageexpandedunderherandsheslidherhand

inandgasped.Shepulledawayandlookedathim

thenherhandinhispants.Shebitherlipand

lookedIhiseyes.

Kagiso:SoyourscaredI'mgonnafuckyou?



Bonolo:I..Iwanttoknowifyoulovemeornotfirst.

Youcantjustslideintomylegsknowingyoudont

loveme.I'mnotcheap.JustbecauseIsaidmyself

outdoesn'tmeanI'malosegirl.Iwantittobelove.

Iwantyoutomakelovetome.Notfuckmehela.

So..?Doyoulovemeornot?

Kagiso:Ido.

Bonolo:youdowhat?

Kagiso:Iloveyou.

Shesmiledandkissedhimbeforestandingand

tookhishandleadingtoherroom.

AtBreezes

Breezewalkedintothehouseandhiseyeslanded

onthebeautifulflowers.Hewalkedoverandsawa

noteandreadit.HisheartbeatfasterwhenGail

walkeddownthestairsinabeautifuldresslooking

good.Hiseyeslandedonhernecklookingatthe



diamondnecklace.Hecantrememberbuyingthis

typeofanecklace.Ofcourseheboughther

diamondnecklacesbutnotthispattern.Thisone

lookedheavy.Sheevenhadabeautifulhappy

smileonherfaceandthatangeredhimevenmore.

Shewalkedoverandstoodinfrontofhimand

turnedaround.

Gail:(smiling)doyoulikeit?

Breeze:Abigailwheredidyougetthis?

Gail:(smiling)whatdoyoumean?Youboughtitfor

me.

Breeze:Abigailwheredidyougetthenecklace?

Gail:babecomeon.Stopplayingwithmelikethat.

Youboughtitforme.Ididn'tknowyo-

Breeze:Abigaildon'tfuckwithme!Whothefuck

gavethistoyou?

Gail:babeI-



Ahotslaplandedonhercheekandshelandedon

thegroundhittinghard.Herheartpoundedhardon

herchestandforasecondshelosthersite.She

openedhereyesandeverythingwasspinningtoher

assheheldhercheek.

Hegaveherhishandandhelpedherstandasshe

heldontohercheekintears.Hewrappedhis

handsaroundherwaistandlookedathercalmly.

Breeze:babe..?

Gail:(shaky)mmh..?

Breeze:babe?

Gail:Babe.?

Breeze:Whogotyouthisnecklace?

Gail:yo-

Beforehersentencecouldendanotherslaplanded

heronthetablewitharingingear.Sheburstcrying

andtriedrunningawaywhenhepulledherbyher



handandpulledherintoahugrubbingherback.

Breeze:shhhhh..Readytotalk?whoisthefourth

party?

Gail:(crying)

Breeze:Babepleasetalktome.Whoboughtthis?

Areyoucheatingonme?

Gail:No..

Breeze:Gailyourmakingmeangrynow.Whogot

youdisnecklace?

Gail:(crying)BabeIswearIdon'tknowwhatyour

talkingabout.Ithoughtyo-

Hegaveheranotheroneofthebackofhispalm

andshefellonthetablesmashingthevarseof

floweronthefloorasherheadrangwithblood

comingoutofhernoseandmouth.

MeanwhileSagiparkedthecarandheardaglass

breakingandrushedoutwithoutevenswitchingof



theengine.

ShewalkedinandsawGailsorrowfullycryingon

thetablewithBreezebrewingwitheverysecond.

Sheranoverandstoodinbetweenthemand

huggedGail.

Sagi:WhatthehellareyoudoingBreeze?Areyou

crazy?!

Breeze:WhenIcomebackIneedthatname.

HewalkedoutandtookSagiscar.Meanwhile

Sagiseyeswelledupfromseeingherlikethisand

theyhuggedwalkingupthestairs.

.

.

.

.

.



Comment

[08/02,13:34]Lynne :#Chapter17

AtOdirile'shouse.

Withafinegirlsittingonhislapkissing,hissister

Ditebogowalkeddownstairsandrolledhereyes

beforeheadingtothekitchenandmadeherselfa

cupofcoffee.

Shewalkedbacktothediningroomandstood

infrontofthemfoldingherarmsandtheybrokethe

kiss.

Ditebogo:WhatthehellisthisOdirile?Bringinggirls

aroundwhileI'maround?Whatsortofdisrespectis

that?

Odirile:excuseme?

Girl:babewhosethis?



Odirile:nevermindher.Shesmysister.

Ditebogo:nosweetiehe'slying.I'mhiswife.Now

whydontyougetyoursexyassofmymanandget

thehelloutofmyhousebeforeIblowyourheadoff.

Girl:youknowgirl.UntilIseearingonthatfinger

orhisI'llstayawaybutuntilthenhesourman.Hes

stillonthemarket.

Ditebogo:ohsoyourespecttheringhuh?OhkI'll

showyouthering.

OdirilesighedscratchinghiseyebrowandDitebogo

walkedupstairsjoggingmumblingsomething.The

girlsmiledandleanedinkissingOdirilewhenshe

heardaguncockingandshejumpedoffhislap

lookingatDitebogopointingagunather.Odirile

quicklystoodupwithdroppedjaws.

Hissisterwasalwayscrazybutitseemedlikeshe

gotdangerousdaybyday.

Odirile:Wtfareyoudoing?



Ditebogo:(toher)youwantedtheringright?Here's

heringbitch.Staythefuckawayfrompeople's

housesohk.

Her:(shaky)ohk..

Shesaidthatgrabbingherpurseandranoutwhile

herdresspulledup.MeanwhileoutsideBreeze

parkedandsawthegirlrunningoutinfearandgot

outheadingin.Hestoodbythedoorandwatched

themshoutingateachother.Thiswastheirdaily

routine.Hewalkedtothekitchenandtookouta

beerandopenedbeforegoingtostandbylookingat

themdrinking.

Odirile:SeriouslyDitebogo?Mywife?Mygun?

Andwherethefuckdidyouevengetit?!

Ditebogo:itwasjustthebeginningbrother.Iwont

letyoubringanywomaninthishouseanymore.

NotwhenI'mstillaround.!

Odirile:kanathisismyhouse.Gaonamaitseo



kengkawena?

Ditebogo:Maitseo?Really?Wenaobolellannaka

maitseo?

Odirile:Ditebogoyourreallystartingtopissme.I

tookyouinbecouseyouneededaccommodating

notforyoutocomeandcontroleverythingIdo.

Stopinvadinginmyf***nprivacy.Bethankfulyou

gotaroofaboveyourdumpheadstupid!.Thisis-

Ditebogo:Ngngra.Iwontstopuntilyousettlefor

oneandstopbringingtheminshapeslikeyour

changingunderwears.HIvandSTI'sarereal.You'll

getsickfromclimbingeveryhorseyouseeonthe

streets.IreallyappreciateyourhelpbutIwontstop

unlessyoudecidetokickmeoutbutknowthatthe

lastthingIneedisbeingtheoldersiblingtomy

oldersibling.Brother!

Shesaidthatandwalkedtothekitchentakingher

cupofteaandwentupstairs.

MeanwhileOdirileclenchedhisjawsandpinched

hisnosebeforetakingthegunandcheckedifitwas



loaded.Fortunatelyitwasn'theputitdownand

Breezewalkedoverandsatontheoppositecouch.

Odirile:youlooklikeamess.

Breeze:sodoyou.Letmeguessshechasedyour

dinnerawayagain?

Odirile:mxm.Youknowshethinksshecancontrol

mylifejustbecauseshestayswithme.I'mherbig

brotherforchristsakeandI'msingle.Shouldn'tshe

behappythatIspenthalfofmyshitonher?

Breeze:thatshouldbelessofyourworriesright

now.Whereisthatgirlheadedrightnow?

Odirilelookedathimashethoughtaboutit.Could

shehave?.Herushedtothedoorandpeeked

outsideandsighsshuttingthedoorandheldhis

waistlookingatthestairs.

Odirile:Ditebogo!



Ditebogo:(inherroom)What!!!?

Odirile:FuckYouohk!!!Yourgoingtospenda

nightinjailtakeashower!!

Hesaidthatwalkingbackandsatdownlookingat

Breezewhochuckledandtookasipfromthebeer.

Breeze:(chuckles)seriously?Yougonnaletthat

happen?

Odirile:yeah...sheneedstobetoughtalesson.

SheneedstoknowthatI'mherbigbrothernother

agemate.Sheneedstoknowherplace.

Breeze:youdoknowshemighthavearecordright?

Anddontforgetthatyoucantbealawyerwitha

record.Shesonher6thyear.

Odirile:Whatever.Thisoneneedstobeputtoher

place.

Breeze:soyourgonnaletabitchruinyoursisters

lifejustlikethat?Youdontevenknowthatgirland

yourwillingtosacrificeyoursistersdreamforher.



Odirile:Man..sowhat'supwithyou?Anddont

eventhinkaboutlyingtomecourseIcanseeyou

didsomething.Whatisit?

Breeze:I..Ihither.

Odirile:yougonnahavetobealittlebitmore

specific.

Breeze:Gail.Iputmyhandsonher.

Odirile:Excusemewhat?!

Breeze:yeah.IknowIwaswrongandi-

Odirile:fuckyouman!

HestoodupandwenttothekitchenandBreeze

followedhimgulpingtheremainingdrinkandsaton

thecounter.Odiriletookouttwobottlesandgave

himoneshakinghisheadindisbeliefandtookasip

.

Odirile:Why?

Breeze:Ithinkshe'sseeingsomeone.Canyou



imaginethatsheeventurnsthetablesthinkingI'm

thatdumbsayingI'mtheonethatboughtherthat

heavydiamondnecklace.Sheevenworemy

favoritedressandlookedbeautifulforthisdude.I

boughthernecklacesbuttheyaren'thuge.I'msure

shealreadyhasaneckpainsfromthatshit.

Odirile:soyousayingshe'schestonyou?ButGail

wouldneverdothat.Thatgirlcameawayback

withyouintoamarriage,shecantjustthrowall

thatawaynow.Shelovesyou.She'llneverleave

youandyouknowit.

Breeze:Didyouhearthepartofwearingahuge

diamondnecklace?

Odirile:soyourmadbecouseshehada"huge

diamondnecklace"on?.Breezemaybethatshit

wasboughtbysomeoneclosetoher.

Breeze:OdirileareyousayingI'mstupidcourseI'm

tellingyouthatshetriedtopinitonmesaying"you

boughtitforme".WhywouldIbuyhersuchan

expensivegiftandshutSagiout?Whatkindofa

husbandwouldthatmakeme?Gailseessomeone



behindmybackandI'mgoingtofindoutwhoand

I'mgonnagivehimaslowone.Clearlythisguyis

richforhimtobuythatanditwontbehardtofind

outwhoitis?

Odirile:Whatifyourwrong?Whatifthere'snoone?

Breeze:thenwhothehellboughtherthat?

Odirile:nahmanyourjustinsecurethat'sall.And

yeahitsnormal..butGailwouldneverdothattoyou

andSagi.Shelovesyouguysmorethananything

inthisworldandthelastthingsheneedsisbringing

youguysdiseases.Goapolo-Whatthefuckwhere

youthinkingman?Raisingyourhandonawoman?

Breeze!Fuckyouman!

Hetookoutahisphoneandcalledthatgirlbuther

phonedidn'tgothrough.Hesighedandlookedat

Breezeashestoodupandhewenttohissidebiting

hislipandpunchedhimonthestomach.Breeze

grounedholdinghisstomachandleanedonthe

counterandsatdowntakinghisbeeranddrankit.



Breeze:Really?

Odirile:Wedownhitwomanthissideohk?Go

apologize.Mandoyouknowhowmuchyourhand

hurts?Ididnothingtoyou.Yourshitstentimes

harderimagineahowshefeltwhenyouhither.

Manyourslapmademancry,whatmadeyouthink

shecanhandleit?IpraySagitakeyourballsout

forhittingher.Iknowshewon'tletitslide.

Breezelookedathimandsighedfinishinghisdrink.

AtBonolos

Kagisolookedatherasshelayedonherchestand

smiledkissingherforehead.Hecarefullylaidher

downandgotoffthebedandworehisclothes.

Thesoundofthedooropeningstartledhimandhe

lookedatBonolowhopeacefullyslept.

Thesoundofstepsapproachedandhequickly

squeezedhimselfbehindthedoorasitslidopen.



Heheldhisbreathwithapoundingheartasher

motherlookedather.

Bonoloneversleptthistimesowhat'ssodifferent

aboutit?Shesighedandclosedthedoorgoingto

hers.

Kagisobreathedoutandheardherdoorclosingand

waitedforafewminswhenthewaterranandhe

steppedoutofheroomandcarefullyclosedthe

door.

Hesneakedhiswayouttothedoorandtrippedon

themathfalling.Heheldhisbreathandtookshort

prayershearingthewaterstoprunning.

Mother:Bonolo?!Isthatyouhunny?Bonolo!

Shefigureditwasherheadandcontinued

showering.

MeanwhileKagisostoodupholdinghisbreathand

slowlyandcarefullyopenedthedoorwalkingout.

Hecarefullycloseditandbreathedout.



Voice:Sgebengu!Vimba!

Kagiso:What?!

.

.

.

.

.

Comedyforalongerone

[08/02,13:34]Lynne :#Chapter18

AtBonolo'shouse

Kagiso'sheartbeathardonhischest.Heknewthis

wasnotgonnaendwellfromthelookonhisface.

Thiswouldn'tbethefirsttimebeingbeatenbyan

angrycommunity.Butthistimesurelyitwilllend

himinacasketthanonahospitalbed.



Comingtothinkofit,fearparalyzedhimashis

hearthammeredinhischest.

Hisbodyshookwithfearandhishandsbecame

sweaty,hewasinacompletestateoffear.

Heswallowedlookingatthemanashekeptonand

oncallingthecommunityandtheywereslowly

gatheringalotineverysecond.

Man:Tswamonna!Tlakwano!

Woman:lenkwenkwe!Phumaapho!

Kagiso:(trembling)Nono!It'snotwhatitlookslike!

Y'allaremisreadingme!Please!

Man:Reutloileholekanakauena!Tloomonapele

reuhulelakantle!Tloo!

Thewholecommunityroaredasmorecamewith

sjamboksandwoodreadytobeathim.Tears

welledupandashefearclaweduphisthroat,he

wasfranticwithfearashisfacewasashen.He

tookadeepbreathandandtookstepswithhisjelly



legsandterror.Everystepbecameheavy.He

reachedthegateandmanchargedathimpulling

himwithhisclothesouttotheground.

Kagiso:(screaming)Please!I'msosorry!Forgive

me!Kekopatshwarelobagolo!Kealekgopela!

NtateMokwanayouknowIwouldneverd-

Mokwana:No!Youalwaysrepeatthesame

sentences!Weasthecommunityhaveheard

enoughofyou!

Kagiso:ButIwa-

Stillonhiskneesbeggingafootlandedonhisback

andhefellonhistummyinpainscreaming.More

andmoremanstartedsteppingonhimandhe

rolledintoaballhidinghisheadwithhishands.A

womancamewitha20literofwaterandsplashed

him.Hegaspedwhenanotheronesplashedhim

again.Heraisedhisheadwhentheykickedhim

andhisheadhitarockandbloodsprangwhenhe

puthishandwithhistearsrunningdownhischeek.



Hebendasthepainbecameunbearableandhis

siteslowlygotblurry.

Awhiplandedonhisbackandheletgoasmore

followed.Hetriedfightinghiswayoutbutthey

weretoostrongforhim.

Awhiponthelegsandtookhimtothegroundand

thistimeeverywhipsplashedbloodoutcuttinghim

.

MeanwhileBonolofoughtwiththedoorandranout

seeingagroupofpeoplebeatingsomeone.

Kagiso'smotheralsoranoutoftheshackintears

withthelittleenergyshehadleftscreamingand

cryingbuttwomancoughtherkeepingheraway.

Thepainshotherontheheart.Moretearsrolled.

Itexplodedmakingherdizzyandreel.Thepain

waslikeneedlesthathadbeendippedinalcohol

hadjammedonherheart.

Neverinherlifehassheeverfeltlessofamother



likeatthismoment.Hersonsscreamsbroughtso

muchpaininherthatshechockedtryingtobreak

freefromthehold.

Kagiso'smom:(screaming)letmysongo!Have

meinstead!Please!Stop!Mokwanastopthem!

PleaseIbegyoudontkillmyson!He'sallthati

have!Mokwanaplease!IsweartoGodI'llkillyouif

hedies!I'mgoingtohuntyoudown!

Mokwanachargedatherasshefoughttryingto

breakfree.

Mokwana:NottodayVeronica!Nottoday!Your

sonisathief,dork,bonehead,stupid,vagrant,

filthyandajackasslikehisdeadfather!

Hiswordsangeredandboiledher,sheraisedher

legwithoutthinkingtwicehittinghimbetweenthe

legsandhegroanedfallingdownonhiskneesand



theypulledherawayasshekickedintheair.

Veronica:SayanotherwordwithmysonandI'll

showyouwhatI'mcapableoffeveninthissick

body!Sayitagainandraisethemonsterinmeyou

stupidwretch!

(Tothetwomanholdingher)Ntlogelelena!

Ntlogele!

Thebothletgoandsherantothecrowdandfought

herwayintoKagiso'sintears.Shepushed

everyoneasidecryingandfinallylandedonher

son'sbloodybody.Shepulledhiminaseveryone

steppedback.

Shepulledhisheadtoherchestastearsblurredher

siteandlandedonhishead.

Veronica:(crying)babywakeupmommyishere!

Kagisodontleaveme!Tsogangwana'katsoga!

PleaseIloveyousosomuchplease!Pleasewake



up!

Sheheldontohimasbloodcoveredhercrying.

Veronica:Doyouwhatyou'vedone!Doyousee

whatyoudidtomyson!MmeSeshalookatmyson

andtellmehowyou'dfeelifitwasyourson!Tell

meallofyou!Tellme!(Crying)Whathasmyson

donetoyouwhathashedonethistime?..

Ofcoursenohumanbeingdoesn'thavefeelings.

Especiallywoman,regretandembarrassment

alongwithshamecoveredthemall.Theyall

steppedbackandshelookedatthemwithherson

hardlyabletobreathe.

Bonoloranoverandstoodonherstepslookingat

him.Tearsburnedhereyesandsheslowlywalked

overandwentdowntouchinghisfacewithshaky

hands.



Bonolo:(shaky)babypleasewakeup!Dontleave

me!Kagiso?Babe!(Tothem)Whathaveyou

done?!

Man:hewassneakingoutofyourplace,soI-

Bonolo:Soyouthoughthewasathief!?Hewas

withme!Hewashelpingmewithmydrawings!

Man:(shame)I'msosorryI..I

Bonolo:Youknowhetoldmeaboutyouguys!

Aboutthisyoupeoplecallingyourselfacommunity!

Hetoldmethatyouoncedidthistohim!How

couldyouevencalleveryonewithoutbeingaware

ofwhathappened.Youpeoplearesohalf-witted!

Bonolo'smother:Bonolonowyourbeing

disrespectfultoyourelders!

Bonolo:Nomomthisstupidcommunityhave

alwaysbeentreatinghimlikethis!Theydontcare

abouthimyettheycallthemselvescaring.

Bonolo'smom:Hunnyyoudon'tknowthat!You

dontevenknowthisguy,hecouldbelyingforall

weknow.



Veronica:mysoncanbealotofthingsbutaliar

hesnot!Watchyourtongueifyouwantustobe

goodneighbors.Notwhencomingtomysonplease.

Bonolo'smom:Mxm...Bonololet'sgo!

Bonolo:I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilanambulance

arrives!Didanyonecallanambulance?Howfar

arethey?

....:....

Bonolo:Areyoukiddingmerightnow?Amanis

dyingandnotevenoneofyouhadthecourageand

sympathytocallanambulance?Icantbelievethis?

Areyoupeoplehumanordevil'saroundhere?

Woman:Bhekisisawenantombazanyanayolimi,

asibonaabalinganibakho.Simdalakunawelapha!

Bonolo'smotherpulledherbyherhandawayfrom

everyonetotheirgate.

Mother:What'swrongwithyou?



Bonolo:whatdoyoumeanwhat'swrongwithme?

MomKagisoisdying?

Mother:Icanseethat.Andthere'snothingyoucan

doaboutit!Getinthehousenow!

Bonolo:AtleastIwouldhavetriedtosavehim!

Whyareyouevenlikethis?Aren'tyousupposedto

bemercifulthanme?

Mother:getinthehousenow?

Bonolo:momwhat'swrongwithyou?Whyareyou

likethis?

Mother:BonoloIsaidinthehousenow!Youjust

gothereforafewdaysandalreadyyouactlikea

detective.Youdon'tknowthatguyandyetyoufight

forhimlikehe'ssomesortofaGodtoyou.Stop

withyourmadnessandgetinside!

Atearrandownhercheekandshetriedrunning

backbuthermothercoughtherandaslaplanded

onhercheek.Bonolo'smouthdroppedassheheld

ontohercheeklookingatherfuriousmother.



Mother:inthehousenow!

Shebitherlipandslowlywentinside.Shetookher

phoneanddialedanambulance.

MeanwhileKagiso'sunconsciouslylookedather

motherandshepulledhimevencloserkissinghis

forehead.Agroupofmengatheredonthesidewith

guiltandfear.Theyhadneverbeatenayoung

persontoapointwerehewouldbecomeso

unconscious,nolosesomuchblood.

Man:Ithinkmaybeweshouldcallthepoliceandan

ambulance.

Man2:No!Thatwillspendhalfofusinjail.Ihavea

betteridea.Wecantletthisreachtothepolice

whatwillhappentoouryoungkids.Letthisboybe

alessontothosewhowouldtrytodounlawfulact

inpurcommunity.



Man3:sowhatareyousuggesting?

Mokwana:Onethingforsure.Weendwhatwe

started.

Likesomeonejustwhisperedtohimwhattheywere

planning.Hisheartskippedandoutofnowherehe

quicklystoodupkissinghismotherscheekandran

asfastashislegscancarryhim.

Hismotherlookedathimasdropsofbloodlefta

trailandmanstartedrunningafterhim.Tears

burnedhereyesasshesatthereontheground

coveredwithhersonsblood.Neverinherlifehas

shethoughtshe'llseethisday.Ithurtsobadshe

couldfeelherheardbreakingtopiecesandfinally

becamedust.Sheputherhandsonherfaceand

burstoutcrying.Awomancameoverandhugged

her.

Woman:I'msososorryMmaKagiso.Icant

imaginewhatyoumustbefeelingrightnow.



Veronica:(crying)Whatimfeeling?UselessSelina!

Purposeless!MostofallPain..That'swhatIfeel!

PAIN!

Shestoodupandfollowedthetrailrubbingher

tearsleavingthepoorwomanfeelingguiltyonthe

ground.

AtBonolo's.

Bonololaidonherbedwithtearsrollingontheside

onhereyes.Sheturnedandcheckedtheclockit

was17h36.Sothey'vebeenalloverhisbodytill

then.

Atthispointhermotherwasatthebottomofher

worrylist.

Shestoodupwipinghertearsandwenttoher

closetandworewarmclothesbeforetakingher

phone.Shewentoutandwenttohermothers

bedroombuttherewasnoone,soshetookhercar



keysbeforeopeningthegateandrantothegarage,

gotinthecarandreversed.

Meanwhilehermothersawthegateopenandthe

garagedoorslidopen.SheranoverbutBonolo

wasalreadyreversing.

Mother:Bonolostopthecar!

Bonolo:(inside)no!

Sheincreasedtheradiovolumeandwentoutasher

motherkepthittingthecar.Shehookedbefore

drivingoffleavinghermother,Sofiathereholding

herwaist.

Sheneverregrettedtakinghertoadrivingschool

liketoday.Shesighedandwenttositonthe

verandawaitingforhertoreturn.

AtOdirile'shouse.



BreezeandOdirilesteppedoutofthehouseand

wenttoBreeze'scarandhegotin.

Odirile:youheadmeright.Dontuseyourhandfor

hertotellyouthetruth.Silenceisthekey,she'll

feelguiltyifshe'scheatingandeventuallyburst.

Andwhomeverthisguyiswewillmakesurethathe

hatesthedayheevermetAbigail.

Breeze:Iheardyou.Ijusthopeit'snottoolatefor

metoapologize.Iwasjustangryandyep,alittle

bitinsecureandnowIknowthatIhadnorightto

raisemyhandonher.Thatwassolowand

derisionofme.(scoffs)funnythingis-Idonteven

knowhowI'llapologizeformyirrationalbehavior.

I'msostupid.

Odirile:ohyesyouare!

Breeze:

Odirile:Yeah..Commonmanapologizingdoesn't

meanyourstupidormakeyouanylessofaman

butacknowledgingandowninguptoyourmistakes.

Makesyoutoughandlookmoreofareasonable



andletoneknowthatyournotproudofwhatyou

did.

Breeze:Idoubtshe'lleverforgivemeafterwhatI

justdid.Youshouldhaveseenthefearinhereyes.

Howshakyshewas,manIjustfeellikeane'er-do-

well.

Odirile:Trustmeyouare!

Breeze:

Odirile:whatI'mbeinganhonestfriendhere!Or

wouldyouratherpreferredIlieandcongratulate

yourbadnessbehavior?

Breeze:Nopbutatleastnottorubitonmyface.

Odirile:WellI'msorrybroforbeinganhonestfriend

courseIain'tgonnastopnorlietoyou.Thatwasso

foolish,dull,brainless,ignorant,idiotic,dumb,

naive,crazy,ridiculousandabsurdofyou.Andto

addabombasticwordegomaniacalofyou.

Breeze:(loughs)yeahneh..Sharp.

Odirile:Voetsek!IhopeSagicutsoffyourballs

whenyougetthere.



Breeze:She'llnot,she'smywiferemember.

Odirile:Youmean"Our"wife.

Theyloughedashereversedanddroveoff.Odirile

shookhisheadandwentbackinside.

SomewhereintheBush.

Kagisobalancedhimselfwiththetreeandheldon

tohisstomachandfeltawarmwetwatery

substance.Hebroughthishandtohisfaceandit

wasblood.Hepulledhisshirttoandlookedatthe

hugeopenpartonhisstomach.

Hiswholebodywashurtingsobad.Hesighedand

keptonwalkingwhenhesawacellphonetouch

lighting.Helookedbackandtheretheywere.

Hegatherdhimselfandstartedrunningagainfora

longerdistance.Hesawaroadandseemedlikea

carwascoming.Heranasfastashecanand

whenhewastherehetrippedandfellontheroad.



Thepaindisappearedinasplitashiseyesturnedto

thecarthatwasracingandthelightsblindedhim

and...

.

.

.

.
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AttheLyonsMansion

Jackwalkedinandclosedthedoorbehindhim

beforelooseninghistieheadingupstairs.



HepassedbyRose'sroomandwenttothemain

bedroom.

Heputthebriefonthebedbeforetakingoffhis

clothesandwenttotakeashower.

Afterawhilehesteppedoutandwrappedhimself

withatowelandwenttositattheedgeofthebed

whenhisphonerang.

Jack:Jacobmyoldfriend.

Jacob:Jack..howareyoumonna?

Jack:I'mgood..andyou?

Jacob:Kealrightmybro.HeyIwasthinking.How

aboutwemeetuptomorrowthere'ssomethingI'd

liketodiscusswithyou.It'sverysensitive.I'dlike

ustolookeachotherintheeyelikemen,as

parents.

Jack:Iseverythingohktsalayame?

Jacob:Everythingisjustfine.JustthatIhavea

hugerequestandIknowyournotgonnalikeitbutI

justhaveto..youknowtalktosomeoneItrustand



knowthattheyarerespectfulandhonorable.

Jack:Howhugeisthisrequesttsalamoelenggore

yournotabletoaskoverthephone?

Jacob:veryhugemyfriend.Veryhuge.Ijustwant

youtocomeemotionallypreparedcourseit'shuge.

ButIpromiseyouthatitwillbenefitbothsites.Our

families.

Jack:"Benefitbothfamilies"how?

Jacob:Let'smeetupforyoutofindout.

Jack:ohk.Where?

Jacob:Youtellme.

Jack:LenakanaalepreparedkasepeJacob.Oreo

batameetingbutyoudontknowwherewewillmeet

?Osaleletsaengosaitsefarekakopanang?We

willmeethereatmyhouse.I'llsendyouthe

address.

Jacob:(laughs)Ohk..Justknowthatitwontbe

greatnews.

Jack:(sigh)let'shopeIwontregretmeetingwith

you.



Jacob:sodoI.

Hecutthecallandshookhisheadbeforedialing

Janebutshedidn'tpickup.Hetriedher3timesbut

still.Hethrewthephoneonthebedandworehis

clothesbeforegoingdownstairs.

InRose'sroom.

Rosestoodbythebalconylookingoutsideinthe

dark.She'sbeenstandinghereformorethan30

minsandstillnothingcametomindtowhatwas

thedreamwasabout.Shesighedandfoldedher

armsgoingbackintoherroom.

Shesatonthebedlookingatherphonebyherside.

Shewantedtocallsomeonebut"who".Whowill

listentoher?.TgereachedforitandcalledGail

butitdidn'tgothrough.HetriedSagibutstill.

Lonelinessstruckin.Shekneweverytimewhenshe

feelslikethisthere'sonlyonepersonthatcomein



mind.

NAKEDI.

Tearsblurredhersightandeventuallyrolleddown.

Shegatheredherselfandwipedhertearsstanding

upandwenttoherclosettakingouthersweater

wearingitgoingdownstairs.

Sheheardherfather'svoiceandwenttothedinner

tableandfoundhimdrinkingjuice.Jacksmiled

lookingatherandsheforcedasmilebackbefore

sittingdown.

Jack:hey..howareyou?howyoufeeling?

Rose:I'mgooddad.You?

Jack:I'malsogood.

Rose:howwasyourday?

Jack:itwasgood.AndlasttimeIgottomeetmy

oldfriendJacob.Lifeisfullofsurprises.NnaI

thoughtthatguylongleftSouthAfrica.



Rose:youroldfriend?Theonethat'swithyou

almosteverypictureofyouwhenyouwereyoung?

Theonethatlovedablackleatherjacket?

Jack:(laughs)yeahthatone.Iwonderwherethat

jacketendedcoursehenevertookitoff.Evenwhen

itwasdirtyhe'lljustwipeitwithawetclothand

wearitagain.Hisparentsalwayscomplained

aboutit.

Rose:youseemedclose.

Jack:yeahwewerebutweseparatedandInever

gottoseehimtilladayago.

Rose:Where'smom?Isshehome?

Jack:no..I'msureshe'llbehomelate.

Rose:Canwegogether?Please...

Jack:ohk..gogetmykeys.

Rosestoodupandjoggedupstairs.Jacksmiled

allbyhimselfandshookhishead.Doesthismean

theyhavetostoplookingforapsychologist?.His

daughterhasbeenthroughalotandthistimehe'll



dowhateverittakestomakesurethatshesohk.

Rosecamebackwiththekeysandtheywentout.

OntheRoad.

Breezehitthebrickpullingthehandbrickandthe

wheelsscratchedontheroadassmokecameout.

Heshuthiseyesandthecarstoppedashisheart

hithardonhischest.

Heopenedhiseyesandquicklytookouthisgun

undertheseatbeforesteppingout.

Heslowlywalkedoveraimingandsawamanlaying

justaninchawayfromthecarwheel.

Helookedbad.Heshookhimusinghisleg.

Breeze:heybuddy..areyouohk?(Snapped)Oh

right!Yournotohk..whatastupidquestiontoask.

Hellllloooowww..youdorealizeit'sinthemiddleof

thebush,forestright?Hey..



Hethrewhishandsandshookhisheadbefore

goingintothecarandstartedtheengine.He

reversedabitanddroveoff.

Hestoppedamiterawayasguiltstruckin.

Breeze:I'msogonnaregretthis.

Hereversedwithspeedandagainstoppedaninch

awayfromhisheadandsteppedout.

Breeze:ohk..getup..

Hehelphimstandupandputhiminthepassengers

seatbucklinghimandwenttothedriver'ssite.

Helookedathimandshookhisheadbeforedriving

headingtthehospital.



Breeze:Youlooklikeamessbytheway.

.

.

.

.

.
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Atthehospital.

Breezesatonthebranchespressinghisphone.He

wenttoGail'snumberanddialedherbeforehanging

upbeforeshecouldanswer.Hisheartbeatraced

andhebreathedoutbeforecallingSagi.Calling

Sagiwhileyouknewwhatyouhavedonetoupset

herwasneveranoption,buthehadto.Hesighed



puttingthephoneonhisear.

Breeze:he-

Sagi:youbettergetyourassbackhomebeforeIgo

allwildanddecidetoslityourthroat.Gethome

andexplainyourselfandsortoutthisshitthatyou

tooarefightingabout.Andonelastthing"fuckyou

Breeze"

Shehangupandheshookhisheadbeforestandin

up.Henoticedhisbrothersfamilyapproachingand

walkedoutbeforetheycanevencallhim.Hestill

couldn'tbringhimselftothefactthathesleptwith

hisbrotherswifeallbecouseofsomethingthat's

beendonealongtimeago.

Whydoesitalwayshavetobethegoodonewho

arealwayscoughtinthemiddleofevery

misunderstanding?

HegotinhiscaranddroveoffjustasJackandhis

familyapproachedtheircar.



Rose:WasthatuncleBreeze?

Jack:yeah...Iwonderwhathewasherefor?

Jane:hebroughtsomeyoungmanhere.Hewas

brutallyinjured.Breezesayshefoundhimbythe

roadonhis.wayhome.Thatboyhaslostalotof

blood,hesinabadstate.

Jack:Idoubtthat.Hecouldbetheonethatbeat

himforallweknow.IdontknowwhyBreezehasto

abuseotherpeopletakingouttheanger9fhis

childhoodonothers.Hehastocalmdownwe

heardenoughofhistantrumsforthepastcoupleof

years.

Rose:Uncleisn'treallylikethat.He'sjustmadat

youanduncleJames.Youguysaretheonesthat

turnedhimintowhoheisdad.Dontbesurprisedby

hisbehaviorcourseyouhadahandinit.

JackturnedlookingatRosewhileJane'seyebrows

lifted.



Rose:And...I...say...that..out..of...respectand

understanding.....

Jackscoffedbeforedrivingoffwiththesilencein

thecar.

AtBreezes.

Breezewalkedintothehouseandclosedthedoor

behindhimbeforethrowingthekeysonthetable.

Hetookoffhisjacketgoingupstairstothemain

bedroom.Ahotslaplandedonhischeekassoon

asheshutthedoor.

Breeze:Andthen?

Sagi:thisisforhittingherandrunningawayfrom

yourproblemsreturninghomeat2aminthe

morning.



SheopenedthedoorandwalkedoutandBreeze

sighedandtookoffhisshirt.Heturnedtothebed

butGailwasn'tthere.Hewalkedtothebathroom

andfoundhersleepinginabathtubfullofwater.

Hewalkedoverandsatonthetoiletlookingather

asshelayedinthere.Hercheekwasredwithabit

andhereyehadpurpleweltsunderneath.Pain

blockedhisthroatastearsburnedhereyes.The

thoughtofanothermancomingintobreakhis

homeapartjustlikethatandwithherwillingto

throwawayeverythingtheyhadwaslikeaneedle

pokinghisheart.Andseeingherwithablueeyetoo

playedaroleonhisheart.Hercriesandterror

whenheslappedherfilledhisheadandtears

startedrollingdownhischeek.Heswallowedand

wipedhistearsbeforewalkingover.Helookedat

herandslowlysoftlytracedhisfingeronhercheek

whenshecutelysmiledbeforegettingbacktosleep

again.Hesmiledandsoftlytouchedher.

Breeze:(softly)Babe..?Let'sgetyououtofthere



beforeyoucatchcold..babe?

Gail:(sleepy)mmmhhh..

Breeze:common..you'llgetsick.

Heslidhishandsinandpickedherupfromthetub

aswaterdripped.Sheheldontohisneckandhe

walkedtotheirclosetandputheronthesofa

wipingherwiththetowel.Nowshewasfullyawake.

Shelookedathimashewipedherandwenttoher

shelvestakingoutherpjs.Hecamebackandknelt

infrontofherandhelpedherwearherpanties.

Tearsfilledhereyesasthefearandheartbreak

coveredher.Hehelpedherwearherpjsandtook

herhandsinhis.Tearsrolleddownhercheeks

lookingathimwhenhecubedherfacekissingher.

Breeze:IknowwhatIdidisunforgettableand

unforgivablebabebutI'msorry.Itwassowrongof

metoallowmyemotionstakeoverinsteadofus

sittingdownandtalkitthrough.Iknowitsgoingto

takelongtoforgivemeandI'mwillingtowait.



Pleaseforgiveme.

Gail:(teary)YoudonttrustmeBreezethat'sthe

problem.Youdonttrust!Doyou?Howcouldyou

thinksolowofme.BreezeIknowI'mmarriedto

youthat'swhyeverygiftIreceiveIthinkit'sfrom

you.Idontknowwhosentthatifitwasn'tyou.I

evencalledyoutheminutesIreceivedtheflowers

andthenecklacebecouseIthoughtitwasyou.

Sorrywontjustifyyourreactiontowardsme.Ilove

youBreezeandI'llnevercheatonyounottoeven

thinkaboutit.IloveSagi.WhywouldIthrowallthe

goodthatIhave?Youneedtotrustmeandstop

withtheinsecuritiescoursenotonlyareyouhurting

meyourbreakingme.Idontunderstandwhyafter

somanyyearsstuckwithyouwouldyouthinkso

littleofme.Ithurtsmorethatyoudon'tbelievein

me,youdonttrustme.Whichbringsustothis-

whatismarriagewithouttrust?

Breeze:yourrightandI'msorry.YesIwas

insecurecourseIdontwannaloseyou.BabeIlove

yousomuchandthat'swhyI'mherestanding

infrontofyoutosaytheonlytwowordsthathardly



comeoutofmymouth.I'msorry.Thethoughtof

anothermansnatchingyouawayfrommescared

me,alot.AlotthatIendupdoingthingsIendup

regretting.I'msosorryMrsBreezeandIpromiseto

neverraisemyhandonyou,ever.IloveyouandI

dontwanttoloseyou.Idontseemyselfgoing

throughallthatpainoflosingyou.Iloveyou.

Gail:Butwhatifyoure-

Breeze:IsweartoGoditwouldneverhappenever

again.Kebakile.

Shewipedhertearandhuggedhimastheystoodin

themiddleofthecloset.Hepickedherupandthey

walkedtothebedroomwhereSagiwassittingon

thesittingonthebedleaningontheheadboard

underthesheetsfoldingherarms.Breezestoodby

hersidestillcarryingGaillookongather.Helooked

atherseriousfaceandcouldn'thelpbutlaughat

her.Thegirlsbothtriedtomaintainaseriousface

butbusteduplaughing.BreezeandGailtriedto

stoplaughingbutSagisridiculouslaughterkept



themlaughingwhileontheotherhandSagilaughed

athowtheycouldn'tstoplaughing.Breezefellwith

GailonthefluffymathstilllaughingandnowSagi

laughedevenharderwithtearsrollingdownher

cheeks.Sobasicallyitbecamealaughternight

coursetheyallcouldn'tstoplaughing.

AtKagiso'shouse

Kagiso'smotherVeronicawipedhertearslayingon

theoldbed.Allsortsofimaginationsfilledher

mindasmoretearsrolled.Sheneverthoughtaday

wouldcomewherehersonslifewouldendsotragic

andshortlived.Heronlyson.Thepaincamewith

forceandshepoppedfromthebedunableto

breathe.Shehitherchestandmassageditbefore

grabbingthecupofwateronthetableanddrankit

atago.Shesighedwithtearsstillmassagingher

chestandslowlymeltedformthebedtothefloor.

Veronica:(crying)Dearlord.OhGod.Pleaseguide



mysonthroughoutthistoughtime.Irefuseto

believethatsomethingbadhadoccurredtohimbut

withyouIkeephopingthathe'sstillbreathingair

outofhislungs.Pleasekeephiminyourshadow

andleadhimand....

Apainfullumpstruckonherthroatandshebroke

downcryinglayingontheground.Hercriesfilled

theroomwitheverysecond.Veronicacriedsohad

fromthebottomofherlungsbutwithnoonetohelp.

AtBonolo'shouse.

Bonolodrovethroughtheopengateandchecked

thetimebeforeparkinginfrontofthehouse.Tears

filledhereyeswhensheleanedonthewheeland

brokedown.

Bonolo:(crying)Time..weneededtime..Notaday

OnlyGodplease..



Shefrustratinglyhitthesteeringwheelbefore

leaningbacklisteningtothepaininherheart.The

painoflosingsomeoneyoulove.Thembeing

snatchedawayfromyoubyagroupofpeople

stings.Theyhaven'thadmuchtime.Justwhen

youthinkthingsaregoingsmoothlyforyouthen

boomagain.Shewasn'tmarriedbutitfeltlikeshe

wasorshehadknownhimforlikeforever.

Shetookherphoneandsteppedoutlockingthecar

andwentinside.Shepassedbythedinningroom

andsawhermothersleepingonthecouchwitha

fleeceandwalkedtoherroom.

Shelandedonthebedandpulledapillowtoher

facescreamingthepainout,butnothing.

AtTheHospital.

Thenursepushedthebedintoawardandparkedit

beforelockingthewheels.Shecheckedeverything



andcouldn'thelpbutfeelsorry.Thisboylookedso

youngforhimtobeinthiscriticalcondition.Thank

Godhewasfoundontime.SomepeopleareGod

sent,whoevendrivesinthebushinthemiddleof

thenight.Shesighedandlookedathimwrapped

withbandagesandallthedrips,thinkingofall

thosestitchesbroughtateartohereye.

Nurse:yoursostrong.Godsaidnotnowmyboy

,itsnotyourtime.Godblessyou.

Beinganursesometimesisemotionallydraining.

Shecheckedthedripsforthelasttimebefore

walkingout.

.
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Janeslowlyopenedhereyestothegoldensun

peekingthroughthecurtainsandtossedtoJack

whowassnoringontheotherside.Shelookedat

himbeforegettingoffthebedandwenttothe

bathroom.

Sheleanedonthebathroomsinkandlookedat

herself.

Shewasgainingweightandcomplexion.Herbreast

weretender,soreandsensitive.She'salways

exhausted.Thoughsheknewwhatwasgoingon

withherbodyshestillrefusedtobelievewhatshe

thinks.Shesliddownherpjpantsandpanties

lookingatthewhitecleanpadandswallowed.This

wasthesecondtimeshehasn'tseenherperiods.

Sheshookherheadastearsburnedhereyesand

sliddownsittingonthetoiletlookingatthepad.

Atthismomentshefeltunworthyandstupid.She

startedtocountdaysandweeksbeforebutstillit

allcametooneperson.Shetriedremembering



whenshehadsexwithherhusbandbeforeBreeze

butstill,thecalculationscameuptohim.

Sheslowlystoopupandtookoffherclothesbefore

standingundertheshower.

Minuteslatershesteppedoutandwenttoapplya

lotionandgotdressedtakinghercarkeys.

MeanwhileJackstretchedhishandtohersidebut

itwascold.Heopenedhiseyesandraisedhis

upperbodytoJanefiddlingherhandbag.Shewas

gettingprettierandprettier.Herbuttslookedsexy

inthosetights.

Jack:goodmorning.

Jane:hey.

Jack:howareyou?

Jane:I'mfine.I'mfine.

Jack:ohk..

Shekeptfiddlingwithherbagandwithevery



secondshegotirritated.Jacklookedatherand

raisedhiseyebrows.

Jack:Thatbagdidnothingtoyou.Whatareyou

lookingfor?

Jane:Myphone.

Jack:Dontyouthinkyouwouldhavefounditby

then?Youleftitdownstairslastnight.

Shelookedathimandsighedbeforehangingthe

bagonhershoulderandwentout.Heshookhis

headbeforegettingoffandwenttotakeashower

too.

ATBreezes.

Sagiconnectedherphonetoheripodsandput

themonbeforeputtingthephoneintheback

pocketlisteningtothemusic.Shesangalongwithit



asshewentintothelaundryroomandputthe

clothesinside.

Breezepassedbythedoorwhensheheardhersing

andwentinsideandlookedatherasshebelly

danced.Manshewasgoodatdismorethanany

otherdance.Hewatchedherasshemovedher

figureleftandride,backandforwardandcenter

beforeshestartedgrinding.Hesmiledbitinghislip

andstoodbehindhermakinghergrindonhim.

Shelaughedandkeptgrindingashispackage

expandedandwhenthesongwasovershetookthe

iPodsoutlookingathimsmiling.

Sagi:you'renaughty.

Breeze:andyouareareallygooddancer.

Sagi:thankyoubaby.Goingtotheclub?

Breeze:noptothehospital.

Sagi:areyousick?Isanyoneinjured?Ohyeah

thatguy.What'shisname?

Breeze:Idontknow.Hehasn'tbeenforthepast



twomonths.Thedoctorsswitchedoffthemachine

butluckilyhewasabletobreatheonhisown.

Sagi:poorguy.Whathappened?

Breeze:Idon'tknowbabe.Ihaven'ttalkedtohim.

AllIknowisIgothimbytheroadinthemiddleof

thenightandhewasbadlyinjured.Luckilythere

wasnothingonhisbackwhenhewasrunningaway

.Thedoctorssaidhe'llbeawakebythisweekso

hopefullyI'llgettoknowwhathappenedcoursethe

lastthingIneedisanotherbagonmyshoulder.

Sagi:yeah.He'sshouldbefinebynow.Buthe

must'vebeenrunningawayfromsomethingorhe

messedupwiththewrongonesandtheycoughtup

withhim.Ijusthopehedoesn'tbringanythingwith

himtoyoucourseI'llmurderhim.Yourrightyou

haveenoughalready.

Breeze:(kissedhercheek)ohkI'llseeyoulater.Oh

andtherearesomeshirtsinmycloset,firstdrawer

ontheright.Iforgottotakeout.

Sagi:I'llgogetthem.Haveagreatday.



HewentoutandsheputonheriPodsandwentto

hiscloset.Sheopenedthedrawerandpulledthem

outwhenapinklacepantiesfellonthefloor.Her

heartskippedlookingatthemandsheslowlytook

offtheiPodsputtingtheminthepocketbefore

pickingthem.Theylookedbiggerandshedidn't

evenhavethiscolour.Thisone'swerebrightand

torn.ShecheckedthesizeandGailalsowouldn'tfit

andhere.

Shetookoutherphoneandtookapictureofthem

beforesendingthemtoGail.

AtGail'sGallery.

Gailreadthroughthedocumentsandfinallysigned

whenamassagenotifiedonherphone.She

reachedforitwhenthedooropenedandher

assistantwalkedin.

Assistant:MorningMrsLyon.Here'syourcoffee.



Gail:Yourthebest.Theusually?

Assistant:(smiling)theusual

Gail:thankyoubabe.

Assistant:Yourwelcome.

ShewalkedoutandGailsippedhercoffee

unlockingherphonewhenapictureofpinkpanties

appearedonherscreenwithSagishandholdingit

withfingertips.

Shereadthemassage"Tellmiiedisisnoturs"

Sheputthecoffeedownanddialedher.

Sagi:please.

Gail:Aren'ttheyyours?

Sagi:Iwear30-31,5.

Gail:AndIwear28-29.5onmywaistandthat'slike

32-35ifI'mnotmistaken.Yourtheonewithbigass

theymustbeyours.



Sagi:notheyarenot.Igoshoppingeverynowand

thenbutnotoncedoIrememberwearingthis

colour.Thissh*tisbright.Idon'twearthiskindof

colors.Andthesize,Ialwayscheckthesize.

Gail:Areyouserious?Thinkagainmaybeyouonce

boughtthemanddidn'tcheckthesize.

Sagi:No...thisaredefinitelynotmine.

Gail:soyouthinkhe'scheating?

Sagi:HebetternotcourseI'llkillthatbitchwithmy

barehands.Anywayletmenotstressyouwe'lltalk

whenyougethome.

Gail:Don'tdoanythingstupid.

Sagi:Iwont.

Gailhungupandzoomedthepicturethoroughly

andshealsohaveneverseenthiskindofpantiesin

thehouse.Shesighedandgotbacktoworkthough

thefactthatBreezewascheatingplayedtennisin

hermind.



AttheHospital.

Breezewalkeddownthepassagebeforegettingin

theroom.Hewalkedovertothebedandlookedat

theyoungmanlookingoutsidethewindow.He

seemedtohavebeenlostinthoughtsthathedidn't

evenhearhimwalkin.Breezeclearedhisthroat

andatearrandownthecorneroftheeyeofthe

youngmanwhenhequicklywipedit.

Hisheartpoundedlookingatthepersonheheard

storiesabout.HimhimselfBreezeLyon,theAir

himself.Heswallowedlookingathisboldserious

faceandslowlysatupstraightleaningbackputting

hishandsonhistummywithdrips.

Breezeturnedhisheadtothesideandnarrowedhis

eyebrows.

Breeze:what'syourname?

Him:Kagiso.KagisoMokwena.

Breeze:Howoldareyou?



Kagiso:21.

Breeze:Whereareyoufrom?

Kagiso:Mahlareng.

Breeze:Mahlareng?Thatfuckedupplace?

Kagiso:...

Breeze:Whathappened?

Kagiso:Idon'trememberhalfofeverything.AllI

rememberisthatIhaveamotherwhoissickback

thereandI'mheronlyhope.I'mtheonethatbuys

hermedicationandfeedshersinceherbodyis

weak.

Breeze:howdoyourememberwhereyourfrombut

donotrememberwhathappened?Youlyingtome

right?

Kagiso:IsweartoGod,I'mnotlying.That'salli

remember.Idontevenknowhowigothereand

whymybodyhasscarsandotherinjuries.Mybody

isinpainbutIdon'tknowwhathappenedtome.

I'malotofthingsbutIdontlikelylie.

Breeze:soyoudoknowhowtolieandyourlieing



tome?

Kagiso:everyoneiscapableoflyingMrLyonjust

thatweknowandareabletoseparatethetiming

andthepositionwewillbein.AndnowI'mnotin

thepositiontolie.

Breezelookedathimashelookedathimbackand

thethedooropenedandadoctorwalkedin.

Doctor:ohfinally.HeyI'mDoctorSmithandI'llbe

yourdoctorfornowonsinceDoctorLyonisupsent.

I'llbetakingoverhalfofherpatientsandyou

happentobemyn.So..Mruhm..

Kagiso:KagisoMokwena.

Doctor:(wrotehisnamedown)MrMokwena.You

hadabraininjurycoursedbyablowtothehead

thatleadtoconcussion.Nottoworryyetweare

stillgoingtodoscanstoseehowyourgoing.How

areyoufeeling?Headache?Ringingintheears?

Feellikevomiting?Dizziness?Anything?



Kagiso:HeadacheandyeahIfeellikevomiting.My

earsrangwhenIwokeupbutnowtheyarefine.I

canhearclearly.Alittlebitdizzy.

Doctor:IthinkyoursufferingfromConcussionbut

I'llhavetorunthosetestsfirstbeforeIcouldgo

further.Breeze:Sohehasnomemory?

Doctor:yeah..that'soneofthesymptoms.From

lookofaneyesIthinkhedidn'tloseeverydetail.

Lossofmemoryandconfusionareoneofthe

symptomsofConcussion

Kagiso:sohowlongwillIbeinthisstate?

Doctor:foraboutthreemonths.Sometimesgoon

forayearormore.Dontstress.Mostconcussions

resolveontheirownwithoutanylastingeffects.

Kagiso:SoI'llbefine.

Doctor:yeah.We'llhavetotakeyouandhaveMRI

scanandseeifyoudonthaveanybleedinginthe

brainbutfirstyou'llhavetoanswerafewquestions

formeohk.

Kagiso:sure.



Doctor:What'syourmother'sname?

Kagiso:Veronica.

Doctor:whathappened?

Kagiso:Idon'tknow

Doctor:Notevenahint?

Kagiso:nop

Doctor:anyfriendsorgirlfriend?

Kagiso:ahhhhhhnop.

Thedoctorwrotedownafterafewquestionsbefore

steppingoutleavingthemboth.

Breeze:shouldIgiveyouahintmaybe?

Kagiso:sure,whoknows?Maybeitmighthelp

restoremymemorycourseallIrememberisold.

Breeze:ohksoIwasdrivingwithafullspeedand

youfellontheroad.Istoppedinchesawayfrom

yourhead.Doyourememberanylightsblinding



yoursite?

Kagiso:nop.

Breeze:mmhhohk.

Heputhishandsinthepocketsandwalkedout

leavingKagisostilltryingtoremember.

AttheOtherHospital.

Janelaidonthebedasthedoctorappliedthegel

onherbelly.Sheflinchedfromthecoldandsat

backwhenthedoctorputtheultrasound.The

soundofaheartbeatmadeherheartskipasshe

lookedatthescreenwithtearyeyes.Fromthe

screenshecouldtellshewascorrectwiththe

calculationsandwasmaybetwomonthspregnant.

Awhilelaterthedoctorgaveheratissueandshe

wipedherselfbeforepullinghershirtdown.



Doc:Youdon'tlooktooexcited.

Jane:that'sbecausethiswasamistake,Icantbe

pregnant.

ThedoctorlookedatherandJanelookedathim

back.Sheknewhowhismindwaslikenowandshe

bitherlipbeforetakingherprescriptionandwalked

out.

.

.

.

[08/02,13:35]Lynne :Chapter22

AttheHospital

Kagisoleanedbackwithhismindrepeatingthe

samethingsthathappenedalongtimeago.He



keptrememberingthingsthathappenedlike2-3

yearsbackandcouldn'trememberanythingfurther

fromthoseyearsexceptthathismotherwassick.

Hesighedlookingatthedriponhishand.He

doesn'trememberthelasttimehesbeenina

hospitalbefore.Heputhishandonhisforehead

andmelteddownlookinguptheceiling.

Kagiso:whathappened?

AttheLyonshouse.

Rosewalkeddownthestairswithherphoneinher

handsplayinggames.Janewalkedinwithpuffy

eyesandassoonasshesawRoseshebreathedin

andwipedhertearsandputonasmile.

Rose:Areyouohk?

Jane:yeah.I'mfine.Whataboutyou?



Rose:I'mfine.

Jane:good.

Janeavoidedhereyesandwalkedupthestairs.

Rose:mom?What'sgoingon?

Jane:nothingRose!?Itsnothing.Ilostapatient.

Rose:Ithoughtyoutookfewdaysofffromwork.

Rose:yeahwhatever.

Shewalkedupthestairsbeforestoppingonher

tracksandturnedbacktoRosewhowasstill

lookingather,shesighed.

Jane:I'msorry.Ilostapatienttobreastcancer.

Shewasmyfavoritepatientandwehadbonded.

Andnowshe'sgone.

Rose:(foldedherarms)butmomyounevergottoo



emotionalforlosingapatient.WellnotifIcanthink

ofit.Whatup?

Jane:WellhunnyI'mhuman.Wedoctorsare

humanandwehavefeelings.Webondwithour

patients.Webondtoapointthatweevenmake

mistakesofbondingtoomuchandenduphurting

others.Wemakemistakesandsomeofthose

mistakescantbefixednotwhentheyareTWO

FUCKENMONTHS!!!!

Rosenarrowedhereyebrowstohersuddensnap

outofblue.Janethrewherhandsupandwent

upstairstotheirroomandlockedherselfbefore

throwingherselfonthebedandcried.

Rosescoffedbeforegoingintothekitchenandtook

outfruitsalad.Shetookoutaforkandsatonthe

highchairgoingthroughFacebookvideos.Sheate

whilescrollingandavideocoughtherattention.

Shepresseditandwatchedasacommunitybeata

guyashescreamedhislungsout.



Dineosneakedbehindherandpeakedlookingat

whatshewaswatchingandsighedandRose

dropped.

Rose:JesusChrist!

Dineo:sorry.Didn'tmeantoscareyou.

Rose:Dontdothatagainplease!Youalmostgave

meaheartattack.

Dineo:nowyou'reoverreacting.Whyareyoueven

watchingsuchahurtingvideo?Imeanoutofall

videosonFacebookyoujustchosetowatchthat.

Rose:CuriosityIguess.(Takingherphone)

Dineo:poorguy.Iwonderhowthatwomanis

copingrightnowcourseitssaidthatthatguyisnot

yetfoundandhesbeenontherunsincethatday.

Whichislike2monthsnow.

Rose:Somepeoplearestrong.Howwasheeven

abletogetupcoursehelostsomuchblood?This

peopledonthavemercy.Imeanthisisahuman.A

livingperson.



Dineo:Apparentlyheissomesortofacriminaland

thisisnotthefirsttimebeingbeatensobrutally.

Rose:sowhathappenedthistime?Whatdidhedo?

Dineo:(putvegiesonthecounter)Theysayhewas

sneakingoutofhisneighborshouseinbroadday

light!Thenerve!But..hewascoughtbyaman

passingbyandhecalledoutthewholecommunity.

Rose:ohGod..

Dineo:yep.I'mmeanIthinktheydidgoodcourse

theytoughthimalossontoneverever,everthink

aboutbreakinginotherpeople'sproperty.They

madesurethatwhenheeventhinksofcrimehe

cries.

Rose:(rolledeyes)Maybehehadhisreasons.

Dineo:NothingjustifiesCrimeRosella.(Peelinga

potato)Weshouldgetridofthiscriminalactivities

andbuildabetterplacetolive.

Rose:(scoffed)

Rosestoodupandtookoutanotherpeelerandhelo



herastheychatted.Thishelpedheralotlatelyto

forgetaboutherlife.

AtKagiso'shouse.

ThepolicelookedatVeronicaastearsrolleddown

hercheeksbeforetheystoodupandheadedout.

Shestoodupandwentinsideastearsblurredher

sightandshetrippedfallingdownherkneesand

criedonthefloor.

AtBonolo's

Bonolomovedawayfromthewindowwithtearsin

hereyesandsatonthecouchfeelinglikeshecould

justscreamthepainaway.Thepainwassomuch

thatwhenshethoughtaboutshethoughtabout

howeveryoneusuallygottakenawayfromher.She

increasedthevolumeonherspeakerandbusted.



Firstitwasherfamilybeentornapartandherdad

takenaway.Thenhermotherseparatingherfrom

himandhisfamily.NowitwasKagiso,someone

whomadeherfeellikeherselfandmorethatshe

neverhadinalongtime,wastakenawayfromher.

Aaliyah-missyouplayedfromherspeakerasshe

cried.

AtGail'sGallery.

Gailtappedherfootunderthedeskassheheldthe

peninherhandwiththethoughtofBreezegrinding

anotherwomanplayedinhermind.

Shepressedhereyesandfinallystoodupand

grabbedherbagandphoneheadingout.She

fishedherkeysallthewaytothecarandunlocked

itbeforegettinginthrowingthebagbehindand

startedtheenginewhensomeoneknockedonher

window.

ShelookedatMxolisismilinginhisformalwearand

shesmiledrollingdownthewindow.



Mxo:theresheis!

Gail:yeahheresheis!What'sup?

Mxo:NothingexceptthatIhaven'tseenyouina

while.Imissyou

Gail:youdon'tevenknowme.Howcanyoumiss

me?

Mxo:thenletmegettoknowyou.PleaseGail.And

pleasedontthrowthe"I'mmarried"cardonme

coursetodayIwokeuponawrongsideofthebed

andI'mnottakingit.Justonedinnerandyoucan

takeitfromthereanddecide.

Gail:(scoff)Decidewhat?

Mxo:ifI'mtherightpersontobeinyourlifeornot.

Goingoutwithmewouldn'thurtyouknow.Evenif

itsonce.

Gail:ohhellitwill.Sobadthatoneofuswillendup

Iabodybag.

Mxo:whatdoyoumean?



Gail:Igotacrazysisterwifeandac-

Mxo:ItoldyouthatI'mnottakingittoday.Meetme

onFridayat17h00atBlosCafe.

Gail:thatwouldn'tbealunch.

Mxo:whateveritwillbejustbethere.Igot

somethingtoshowyou.

Hesaidthatgettingbackinhiscaranddroveoff

leavingherstillthinkingaboutitandfinallyleft.

AtBreezes

Breezewalkedinthehouseandthrewthekeyson

thetablebesidesthedoorandwentintothedining

room drawnbythesmelloffood.Hismouth

wateredwitheverystepcloser.

Sagismiledstandingupwithawineandwalked

overtohimandhuggedhimasusualbeforekissing

him.



Sagi:howareyou?

Breeze:hungry..

Sagi:ofcourseyouare.

Sheletgoandtheysataroundthedinnertablewith

theirfoodcoveredwithacloche.

Gailwalkedinandsmiledbeforekissingbothof

themandwenttowashherhandsandcameback

sittingdown.

Breeze:howwaswork?

Gail:workwasgreatbabe.Todaywesoldalmost

like8to10pieces.

Sagi:that'sgood.

Breeze:yourreallygoodatthis.Keepitup.

Gail:thankyoubaby.



GailopenedherfoodandsodidSagi.Breeze

openedhisplateandfrownedlookingatthepink

lacepanties.Heclenchedhisjawsbeforeputting

theclochebackandbitherliplookingatSagi.

MeanwhileGaillookedatSagiandsighedather

smirklookingatBreeze.Sheshookherheadand

drankherwinewithBreezestilllookingatSagi.

Sagi:iseverythingalrightbaby?

Sagismirkedlookingathimbackashelookedat

her.Theymadeanintenseeyecontactlikeboxer

readytohearthebellwhenGailstoodup.

Gail:I'llgodishupforyou.

Breeze:forgetitbabe.Ilostmyappetite.

Gailsatdownandheslowlystoodupwithhiseyes

onSagi.



Sagi:wherethefuckdoyouthinkyourgoing?Dont

youthinkyouhavesomeexplanationtodo?

Breeze:Idon'thaveanythingtosaytoyou.

Sagi:ohbabydon'tgivemethat.Sitthefuckdown

andtelluswhoisthethirdwifesothatIcouldgo

buyheradiamondcasket.

Breeze:Idontknowwhatgameyourplayingbu-

Sagi:thisisn'tagameBreeze.Youwentoutand

fuckedanotherwomanandI'mpretty

prettysureyoudontevenknowherstatusandthen

camebacktofuvkusbecausethat'swhatyoudo.

Youlefttwopxxxisisthehouseandwenttochase

anotheronewhoyoudontevenknowwhosebeen

ridingitandcamebackwiththesamediickyou

usedanduseditonus.

Breeze:Sagiyourgetting-

Sagi:nonono....Breezeyouareinamarriage.

Whatevershitthatyoudoouttherecomestoallof

us.YourproblemisyoulovepussyalotBreeze



andyouseemtobelosingitwhenyouraroundit

coursetheknowledgeofdiseasescrossthe

window.Whosepantiesarethosecoursethey

aren'tours?Areyoucheating?

Breeze:Sa-

Sagi:DontSagimeandgivemethatbitchesname!

Breezelookedatherfightingtojustgrabherbyher

neckandblocktheairfrompassing.Hebithislip

andkissedGail'scheekbeforeheadingoutasSagi

followedhimout.Shegrabbedhimbythesweater

andhithimonthebackuntiltheywereoutsideby

thecar.

Breezeturnedandletherhithischest.

Sagi:whoisshe?

Breeze:whoiswho?

Sagi:thewomanyoursleepingwithandmakesyou

loseyourtouchoncheatingskills.Youjustbrought

herpantiesintoourhouse!AndI'mnotgivingup



untilyousaythatname.

Breeze:SagiI'mnotcheating.

Sagi:agggWronganswer!

Shelandedahotslaponhischeekandheheldher

bytheshouldersroughlypinningheragainstthecar

kissingherasshetriedpushinghimbackbut

slowlyandslowlygotweak.Heslithishandunder

herdressandtouchedherfleshasshegasped.He

rubbedherforafewsecondswhilesheweakly

pushedhimbackbutherbodydisappointedher.

Afteraminshepulledherselfandcrossedherlegs

pushinghimbacklandinganotherslap.

Sagi:youarenotgettingituntilIfindputwhoshe

is.

Shehithimashemadehiswayintothecarandgot

in.Shetriedopeningthedoorbuthelockedit

startingtheengine.Shelookedaroundandpicked



abrickbytheflowers.

Breezefrownedlookingatherasshethrewthe

brickonthescreenwhenheleanedhidingandit

broke.Glassedsplashedandthebrickfellonthe

passengersseet.Heraisedhisheadtoherstill

liftinganotherbrickinherhand.

Breeze:Areyoucrazy!

Sagi:OhmaybeIambaby.Karekemangyenaa

njelangmonna?Kemang?

Breeze:Putthefuckenbrickdown!

Sagi:Wronganswer!

ShethrewthebrickbutBreezehadsteppedonthe

acceleratoranditreversedwithspeedandthebrick

landedonthelight.GailrushedoutsidetoBreeze

reversingwithabrokencarandSagiburningwith

angerandabrickinherhand.



Gail:whathaveyoudone?

Sagis:Iwanttoknowthatbitch.Breezeisfullof

shit.

Gail:Butthrowingbricksathim,wasiteven

necessary?

Sagi:yeahitwas.

Gail:Youcouldhavejustletmetalktohimifyou

couldn'tcontrolyouremotionsSagi.

Sagi:Hellno!

Gail:Whynot?

Sagi:Courseyourfuckensoft!

ShethrewtherockandrushedinsideleavingGail

therestillholdingherwaist.

AtOdirile'shouse

Odirilelookedatthescreenandfrownedlookingat



Breeze.Hepressedthebuttonandthegate

unlocked.Hewenttowardsthedoorandwalked

outlookingathimasheparkedandsteppedout

andtheglassesfelloffhim.

Hecouldn'tholditandendeduplaughingand

Breezelookedathimpassinghimgoinginsideas

hefollowed.

Odirile:(laughing)Andthen?Whathappened?

Breeze:(drinkingbeer)Sagihappened!

Odirile:DefinitelySagi.

Hetriedtoholditbutassoonashesawtheprinton

hischeekhebustedlaughingevenleaningagaisnt

thecounter.

Breeze:Gattahateafriendthatfindsyourbad

situationveryamusing.



Hetookoutanotherbeerandpassedhimgoingto

thelivingroom.

.

.

.

.
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AtTheLyonsMansion

JackwalkedinwithhisJacobandJackledhimto

hisbar.Theytooktwoglassesandpoured

themselvesastrongbrownliquorandsatdownon

thehighchairs.

Jacob:HaveyouthoughtaboutwhatIsaid?

Jack:Jacob..yourmybestoffriendsandtrustmeI



reallyunderstandwhyyourdoingthistoyourboy.

Butwhatyouraskingistoobig.Thiscouldtearmy

familyapartwithoutevenaconsideration.

Jacob:Iknowitshuge.That'swhyItoldyouthat

I'llgiveyoumoretimetothinkthisthroughuntilyou

comeupwithananswerandawaytoapproachthis

toyourfamily.

Jack:Idontknowman.Idon'tknow.

Jacob:Jackthiscouldbenefitbothsidesofthe

family.Thiscouldsavebothourfamilyhonours.I

knowit'salottotakeinbutIneedtoknowthe

answerasintodaysothatIcancarryonwithother

arrangements.Thechoiceisyours.

HegulpedhisdrinkandlookedatJackwaitingfor

hisanswer.

Meanwhile.ThedoorbellrangandRoserushedand

openedforapostman.

Postman:IsthisthehouseofMrJackLyon?



Rose:Yessir.Itis.

Postman:pleasesignhereformemiss.

Rosesignedandtooktheenvelopebeforetheman

leftandsheclosedthedoor.Dineowalkedover

readytoknockoffandstoppedinfrontofher.

Dineo:What'sthat?

Rose:it'sformydad.Idontknow.Itdoesn'teven

haveanameonitoranything.

Dineo:ohkbyegirl.Seeyou.

Rose:besafe.

TheyhuggedandDineoleft.Roseturnedthe

envelopesidetosideheadingtothebarandwalked

intoanawkwardmoment.

Rose:Sorrytodisturb.Dadthisisforyou?



Jack:thankyouhunny.Whoisitfrom?

Rose:Idontknow.Thepostmanjustdroppedit

andleft.

Jack:ohk.Thankyou.

RoseturnedheadingoutwhenJacobscannedher

hourglassbody.Shewasafineyounglady.Hebit

hislipandlookedatJackwhowasopeningthe

envelopeandsighed.

MeanwhileDineocoachedherpocketsandshe

realizedshehadforgottenhercellphoneandwent

back.ShewalkedinandsearchedwhenRose

appeared.

Rose:youback.

Dineo:yeahIforgotmyphone.

Rose:I'llgocheckitupstairs.

Dineo:yourmyarmer.



Rosesmiledandwentupstairsandshekept

searchingbeforedecidingtogocheckthelaundry

room.Curiosityfoughtherwhenpassingbythebar

andsheclenchedherfistbeforeeavesdropping.

Jacob:what?

Jack:nothingserious.

Jacob:Youknowyoucantkeeponlikethis.One

wayoronedayyou'llhavetolethergo.Shesno

longerachildJack.Shelegal.Ifyouletthispast

youdontknowthekindofalifeisaheadofherand

thekindofmaniswaitingoutthereforher.Shesa

Lyon.Soeveryonewilljumpattheopportunityof

beingwiththefamousJackandJaneLyonjustso

theycanrobyouthemillionsyouhaveinyour

account.Mysuggestionisclearandclean.

Jack:Icantmakethefuckendecisionsforher

Jacob.I'dratherhaveherlearnfromhermistakes

thanprotectingherfromthosedecisionsandnever

learn.Shenotmentallyfit-



Jacob:Yess!Sheisnot!That'swhyI'moffering

youthisdealonasilverplattermyfriend.This

couldhelphereaseandthinklessofherworries

andworrymoreaboutherfuture.TrustmewhenI

saythisisoneofthebestdecisionsyouwouldhave

evertakenyourentirelife.She'llthankyouforthat.

Jacklookedathimbeforepouringanotherglass

andtheysatthere.Dineoclosedhereyesandtook

adeepbreathsneakingaway.Rosespottedher

withherphoneinherhandandranoverscaringher.

Dineo:Shiiit!

Rose:Sorry!(smiling)

Dineo:itsohk.Justdontsneakuponpeoplelike

that.

Rose:Firstofallyouweretheonewhowas

sneaking.Why?

Dineo:I..Ijustdidn'twantyourdadtonoticethatI

wasstillhere.ImeanIshouldhaveknockedoff2



hoursago.

Rose:Daddoesn'thaveaproblemwithworkers

wholoveanddotheirjobwell.Whoarealsowell

mannered.Hewouldn'tsayanything.

Dineo:you'llneverknow.

Rose:Areyouohk?

Dineo:mhhmmyeah..Imeanyeah..I'mfine.

Who'sthatmanwithyourdad?

Rose:ohyeah..thatisuncleJacob.Anoldfriend

ofdad's.Why?What'sup?

Dineo:uhmnothing.Nothing.Hejust..Idontlike

himalready.

Rose:(smiling)ohpleasehe'ssweat.

Dineo:Idon'tknow.

Rose:Dineoareyousureyourohk?

Dineo:(smiling)yeah..takecare.Goodnight.

Rose:Goodnight.



Theyhuggedonelasttimeandshewentout.Rose

turnedonhertoesandsighedaslonelinessstruck

inandshewentupstairs.

Inthemainbedroom.

Janetossedtoanothersideandbackandagain

beforekickingthesheetsoffandfacedupthe

ceiling.Shestillcouldn'tgettotermswiththefact

thatshewaspregnant.Shewasabouttobea

mothertoababywhoitsfatherhadnochildrenor

neverevenplannedtohavechildrenanytimeby

withhistwowives.Newlyweds.Shejustbrokean

alreadybrokenbrotherhood.

Asmuchasshedidn'twanttohavethischildshe

couldn'tkillaninnocentsoul.Herparentsdidn't

raiseherlikethisandneitherdidtheycondone

abortion.Butraisingthekidonherhusbandwould

alsocostespeciallyifJackfindsoutthatits

Breezes.Lateorearly.SagiandGailwouldhate

heriftheyfindoutthatsheisthefirstwomanto



carrytheirhusbandsseedinherwombbeforethem

.Shecanalreadyimaginetheembarrassment,

hatredandallthosefollowingbademotionsthat

follow.

Butrightnowthiswasnotabouther.Shewasa

gooddoctorherselfandsheknewthatstressing

wasnotgoodforthebabyandasamothershehad

toclearthespaceforherbaby'sarrival.Itwouldbe

betterifshegetsthisoveranddonewiththanwait

forthetruthtorevealitsselfinthemostcruelway.

Shewipedhertearsandbreathedbeforegrabbing

herphoneandscrollingsearchingforBreeze.She

lookedathisnumberforafewsecondswith

hesitationandfinallydialedhimwithapounding

heart.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Odirilesighedleaningbackandpulledthesnacks

lookingatBreezewhowaslayingonthecouch

talkingnonstop.Hecouldsensetheregret,fear,



guilt,shame,confusionandanxietyinherfriends

voice.Hekeptraisinghishandsandshakinghis

headpluswiththealcoholinhissystemmadehim

nojustice.

Breeze:Imean.Itwasamomentofweakness.

WaitIshouldn'tcallitamomentofweaknesswhat

shouldIcallit?WhatshouldIcallitOdirile?

Odirile:Advantage.

Breeze:yeahItookadvantage.Waitwhat?Nonot

advantage.I'lljustgowithamomentofweakness.

Odirile:andthatonemomentofweaknessisgoing

tocostyou.

Breeze:Andthatmomentofweaknessisgoingto

costmemymarriage.(Scoffed)imeancommon.It

wasjustonce.ImeanonelikeonewithOnefinger

.Ohsorry1 .

Odirile:Youshouldsleep.Yourdrunk.

Breeze:I'mnotdrunkIhad12bottlesonly.



Odirile:andthat'salot.Youeventookawhole

bottleofwhiskeyaloneman.

Breeze:noyouhelpedme.Isawyou.

Odirile:Ididn't.

Breeze:whatever.SoasIwassayingbeforeIwas

rudelyinterrupted...itwasonlyonce.Inheroffice.

Onthetable.Onthewall.Onthechair.Onthe

door.Onthefloor.Andonthebed.

Odirile:youwerebusynowweren'tyoumyfriend?

Breeze:(drunkvoice)Veryyyyyy.

Odirile:Wasshegood?

Breeze:

Odirile:what?I'maskingwasshegood?

Breeze:todayI'mbeinghonestwithyoucourseI

seemyancestorshaveturnedtheirbacksonme

andtookmycheatingskillsawayasSagisaid

soooooo..I'mmasayYess..shewasdelicious.

Very.

Odirile:muchbetterthanthem?



Breeze:pussyispussyman.

Odirile:noit'snot.Wearetalkingaboutyou

cheatingonyourtwowoman.Whomare

committedandloveyouwithyoursexaddiction.

Breeze:I'mnotaddicted.

Odirile:soanswer.

Breeze:(sigh)I'vebeenaroundpussyforalong

timesoit'shardtodifferentiatebetweengoodor

bad.

Odirile:yesyou'vebeenarounditforalongtime

that'swhyyou'reabletodifferentiatebetweengood

orbad.Sowhat'sitgoingtobe?

Breeze:Idotnknow.WhatIknowisIenjoyeditbut

nowI'mregrettingit.

Odirile:you'vebeentalkingbutyouhaven'ttoldme

thename.Whoisshe?

Breeze:youdon'twannaknowthat?

Odirile:Ido



Breezesphonerangandheraisedhisfingertaking

outthephoneinhispocket.Heputittohisface

andsmiled.

Breeze:talkaboutthedevilandthedevilshallcall.

Odirile:actuallyits"come"

Breeze:whatever..(tothephone)heyyou.Whatup?

Jane:IdontwantmuchofyourtimesoI'lljusthave

togetrightontoitandthenthedecisionwillbeup

toyou.Ohk.?Ohk?

Breeze:can'tjustsayohk.Ohkwhat?

Jane:thatyou'llgivemeanaccurateanswer.No

hideandseek.Ohk?

Breeze:what'supwiththe"Ohk's"?

Jane:courseIneedyoutobespecificandthink6

timesharderthanyouusuallydocoursewhatim

abouttotellyoumightchangeyourlifeforever.Or

ruinyou.

Breeze:mmmhh.



Jane:Mmmhhwhat?

Breeze:justsayitalready.

Jane:thisisseriousBreeze.

Breeze:ShouldIhangup?

Janesighedasherheartpoundedhardonherchest

andsheswallowedthinkingshesabouttobreaka

marriageintothreeparts.

MeanwhileBreezeyawnedlisteningtoherbreath

slowlyincreasing.

Breeze:ohkgoodnight.

Jane:(fast)I'mpregnant!

Hisheartskippedandthephoneslidfromhis2

secondparalyzedhandandhitthetilecrackingthe

screen.Allthealcoholinhissystemrushedoutout

ofnowhereandhewasfineasifheneverdrank.



HelookedatOdirilewithdroppedjawsandpicked

thephoneputtingitonhisear.

Breeze:youwhat?

Jane:(stumbling)I'm..I'm..pregnant.

Breeze:I'mbeingGoddamned!

.

.

.

.
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AtOdirile'shouse

Itwaslikeforafewminstheclockstoppedticking.

BreezerubbedhiseyebrowslookingatOdirilewho

waswaitingforanexplanation.



Breeze:Whereareyourightnow?

Jane:I'mhome.

Breeze:MeetmeattheCafe.

Jane:BreezeI'mstillamarriedwoman.Icantjust

leavemyhouseinthemiddleifthenightjusttohe

withthemanwhomyhusbandcallsabrother.Igot

ahouseandafamily.

Breeze:Enoughwithallthatcourseweallknow

yourmarriedandlivingafolkloremarriagewith

yoursocalledhusband.Butifyourcarryingmy

childandyoursureyou'llmeetmeinthenext20

mins.

Jane:Hesyou'rebrother!

Breeze:Idontcare.Justbethereohk!

HehungupandOdirileputthebottleonthetable

andleanedbackwaiting.Breezelookedathimwith

narrowedeyebrowsandstoodupwithhalfabottle

andheadedout.Odirileliftedhishandsand



droppedthembeforesighing.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Janehitthephonelightlyonherpalmcountless

timesbeforestandingupinherpjsandtookthecar

keyswearinghersleepers.

ShewalkeddownstairsandheardMalevoices

speakingbutasshegotclosertheystoppedtalking.

ShewenttoJack'sbarandlookedatJacobbefore

smilingatthem.

Jane:Hey.

Jacob:HeyJane.Howareyou?

Jane:I'mgood.You?

Jacob:I'malsofine.Youlookamazing.Your

glowingmorethanthelasttimeIsawyou.Jack

takesagoodcareofyouIsee.



Jane:(smiling)Hedoes,he'sadarling.

Jack:Iloveyou.

Jane:Iloveyoutoo.

Jack:Whereareyougoing?

Jane:I'mgoingout.ToSagis.Sheaskedmeto

comehelpherwithsomethingandBreezewill

accompanymeback.

Jack:Breezehasabodyguards.Couldn'thesend

someonetocomepickyouup?

Jane:hedid..uhmjustthatIprefermyowncar

thanridingwithastranger.Imeanyou'llnever

knowwhtmighthappenthisdays.

Jack:right.Letmeseethisguyhesentbeforehe

fol-

Jane:(cutin)nono!Imeanno.Itsohk.Ican

handlehim.Hestheonethatdrivesthemallthe

time.Justbeherewithyourfriend,besidesyou

haven'tseeneachotherinawhile.I'msureyougot

alottocatchupon.RightJacob?

Jacob:Yeah.Andsomeunfinishedbusinessto



discuss.

Jackturnedlookingathimandsighedbefore

steppingovertoJaneandkissedherforehead

beforehuggingher.Thefeelingofhisarmsaround

hermadeherfeelsafeandlovedthewayBreeze

makesherfeel.Thoughshewasn'tsurebut

everytimeshehearsBreezeshecouldjustmeltand

cry.Wasn'tsureifitwasloveorthepregnancy.

Theyletgoandshewalkedoutleavingthem.Jack

satonthechairandlookedatJacob.

Jacob:What?

Jack:WhatIfIsayohk?What'sthereinformy

daughter?

Jacob:Wewoulddoanythingforyourdaughter.

She'llhavearoyallife.She'llbesafe,rich,

educatedandeverythingelsethatyoualways

wishedforher.Power.She'lllivelikeagoddess.

Noenemywillmakeittoherinunderourprotection.



Jack:Breezealreadymakessurethatnothing

harmfulrichismydaughter.Iknowthatthismight

beinarushbut,Icanjustsellmydaughterjustlike

that.

Jacob:Jackhowlonghaveweknowneachother?

haveIeverbetrayedyourtrust?haveIever

promisedyoualie?haveIevereverliedtoyou?I

don'tknowwhereyougetthisideasallofasudden

aboutmebutIcanpromiseyouthatyourdaughter

willbesafeinmyarms,undermyfamily's

protection.Imean,Breezeisagangster,aruthless

gangsterandheisassociatedwiththemost

dangerouspeopleyoucaneverimagine.Jackwe're

talkingrealgangstersImeantherealpeoplewho

beeninthisyearforalonglongtimeRussiansI

meanWhothef***dealsthemotherfuking

Russiansandexpectgoodoutofthat.Mostof

thosepeople'sfamilyendupinaboxinacasket.

Sixfeetundermyfriend.Iknowit'snotmyplaceto

say,butIcareaboutyourdaughterandtrustme

whenIsayIwantwhat'sbestforher.Notsolong

agoyouwerecryingaboutherhavingnightmaresI



meandoesnightnursewhoknowstheymightbea

sign.Asignthatsheshouldmoveonandgetaway

fromallyourfamilymembers.Notinanoffensive

waybutIjustthink,Icandobetter,notbetterthan

youbecauseyouareherparentsbutIthinkIcando

something.Justthinkaboutit.

Jacobgulpedhisdrinkandpethisshoulderbefore

headingout.Jacobrubbedhisnosebridgebefore

pouringadrinkandgulpedit.Hepickedhisphone

anddialedBreeze.

Breeze:yep?

Jack:Halobro..IjustwantedtocheckifJanehas

arrivedsafelythere??

Breeze:arrivedsafelywhere?

Jacob:Ithoughtshesaid..shesaidshewas

comingtoyourhousecourseSagicalledher.

Breeze:ohyeah..theresheis.Theyaredownstairs.

Youknowladies.Shedidn'tsayhi,theyjustgotto



whateverthey'redoing.Sheseemstobeforgetting

thatI'mherbrotherinlawhere.

Jack:(smiling)ohk..pleasetakecareofher.And

makesureyoubringherbackyourself.Idonttrust

yourguards.

Breeze:ohkcxxl.

Jack:goodnightlittlebrother.

Breeze:bye.

Breezecutthecallandhesighedbeforestanding

upandwentupstairs.HepassedbyRose'sroom

andslightlyopenedlookingathersittingonthe

studytablewithherheadphonesonwatching

movies.Hesighedandsteppedbackclosingthe

doorandwenttothemainbedroom.

AttheCafegarage.

Janeparkedhercarandswitchedofftheengine



lookingaround.ShespottedBreezescarand

steppedoutclosingthedoorandwentintohis.

Shegotinandsatdownbitingherlip.Herheard

beathardonherchestitcouldjustjumpout.

Breezelookedatherandsighedbeforelooking

outsidethewindowandscoffed.

Breeze:tellmeJane.Yourwhat?

Jane:I'mpregnant.

Breeze:Areyouevensurethatthatbabyismine?

Jane:whatdoyoumeanthebabyisyours?Of

courseit'syours.

Breeze:youknowtherearechancesthatitcouldbe

Jack'scourseyouandIonlyhadamomentof

weakness.Ithappenedonce.

Jane:wellthatmomentofweaknesscreateda

human.Thatmomentofweaknessplantedaseed

insideofmethatisdevelopingeverysingleday

Breeze.Thatmomentofweaknessputareminder

insideofme.



Breeze:sowhycouldn'tyoujustgetridofit?I'm

married,yourmarried.Thatchildisgonnacoursea

hugeflamebetweenbothourfamilies.Lookatmy

face.Imarriedapsychopath.Sheslookingforyour

andtrustmeshewontstopuntilshefindsyou.And

thelastthingIneedishavingachildoutofwedlock.

Jane:Whatdoyoumeanshe'slookingforme

Breeze?Howdidsheknowthatyouhadaonenight

stand?

Breeze:Rememberwhenthingsgotheated?I

rippedthosesexypantiesofyoursandIcouldn't

justleavethemlayingthereincasesomeone

enteredyourofficewhileyoursleeping.SoItook

themwithmeandforgottoburnthem.Iputitinmy

drawerandwhnSagifounditshewentallSagi.

(Smiling)

Jane:Whatcouldbepossiblyfunnyaboutthat

Breeze?

Breeze:Dontyoufinditfunny?Ijustgotcought!

BySagi.Trustmewhatshedidtomeisjustthe

beginningofhell.Hellitsgonnabreakloose.



(Smirk)

Jane:KanaSagionelecriminalrecord!Attempted

murder!OhmyGodBreeze!Howcouldyoubeso

careless?Youshouldhavejustleftmypanties.

Breeze:Welldontyouthinkit'salittletoolatetobe

pointingfingers?Weshouldbethinkingabouthow

wewilldealwithyou.

Jane:Whatdoyoumean?

Breeze:JaneI'magangster.Butthatdoesn'tmake

meanylessofahuman.IhavemyhumanityandI

knowthatit'snotgoingtobeeasyforyouwalking

downtheroutewithJackwhilecarryinganother

manschild.Iknowhowitistogrowupalone.And

Iknowthatsomeofmydecisionsarenotgoingto

sitwellwithyoubutknowthatitisoutofcare.And

afteryoucalled,onmywayhereIrealizedthatyou

thinklessofmewhencomingtobeingafather.

Jane:whatdomean?

Breeze:youwantedmetochoosebetweenmy

flashandbloodandhappiness.



Jane:Breezei-

Breeze:AndItotallyunderstandwhyyoudidthat.

BecouseI'manunlawfulpersonandeveryone

aroundmeisalwaysatarget.SoIguessit'sa

motherlyinstinctorsh*tbutIcantwalkaway

.(pullingherhands)Pleasedontforcemetoleave

what'sminebehindandlivelikenothinghappened.

Jane:Whatareyousaying?

Breeze:WhatI'msayingis..Wemadethischild

together.Wearegonnaraiseittogether.Iwantmy

childtogrowupknowingthatIlovehimorher.I

wanttobethereformychild.Iwanttobetherefor

youandourchild.AndIpromiseyouthis.Noharm

shallreachourchild.NotifIstillhavemyblood

runningthroughmyveinsandairinmylungs.One

thingis..IcantpromisetobeperfectbutIpromise

totry.Letmebethereforyouandourchild.

Jane:(teary)ButwhataboutJack,Gail,Sagiand

Rose?

Breeze:Wecancrossthatbridgewhenweget

there.Fornowlet'slettheaircooldown.Thatchild



ismyfirstpriorityrightnow.

Jane'stearsrolleddownwhenshequicklywiped

thembuttheycouldn'tstopflowing.Breezepulled

herinforahugandshebrokedownonhisshoulder.

Jane:(crying)thankyou.

Breeze:Shhh..yournotaloneonthis.We'reinthis

together.

Heleanedbackandlookedatherinthetearyeyes.

Heslowlywipedhertearswithherthumband

smiledbeforekissingherforehead.Shesmiled

leaningbackwhenBreezephonerangandhe

picked.

Breeze:heybaby.

Gail:Hunnywhereareyou?I'mworriedaboutyou,

itsalmost12.



Breeze:Clearingmyhead.I'matthehotel,I'mfine.

Gail:shouldIcomebetherewithyou?

Breeze:nobabyit'snotsafe.Juststayathomeand

I'llbetherefirstthinginthemorning.How'sSagi?

Gail:She'llgetthere.She'sstillfuriousbuthiding

heremotionsasusual.

Breeze:(softly)ohk..I'msorryaboutallthis.

Gail:itsohk.Sleeponit.We'lltalktomorrow.Bye

,loveyou.

Breeze:Iloveyoutoo.

Theyhangupandhesighedlookingatthetime.He

turnedlookingatJanewhowaslookingathimand

theysmiled.

Breeze:callJackandtellhimchangeofplans.

Yoursleepingover.

Jane:What?Ican'tdothat.



Breeze:ohyessyouwill.Callhim.Now!

ShetookherphoneanddialedJack.

Jane:Heyhunny.

Jack:(sleepy)Heybabe.Areyouohk?

Jane:yeahI'mfine.Justthatthegirlschanged

plansandyourbrothersaysIcantdriveatnight,

coursehesscaredsomethingmighthappentome

andyou'llkillhim.

Jack:(smiling)He'sright,I'mgoingtokillhim.

Yeahyoucantdriveatthishourbyyourself.Guess

I'llseeyoutomorrow.Iloveyou.

Jane:loveyoutoo.

ShehangupandBreezestartedtheenginebefore

drivingoff.



Breeze:loveinparadise.Yousuregothimunder

yourspell.

Jane:(smiling)justdrive.Wherearewegoing?

Breeze:Hotel.

Jane:o..h..k.

.

.

.

Typing

[08/02,13:36]Lynne :Chapter25

AttheLyonsMansion

ThenextmorningBreezedrovethroughandparked

ontheparkingspot.Theyturnedlookingateach

otherandsmiledbeforesteppingout.Thiswas

slowlygettingoutofcontrol.Themsmilingateach



othereverychangetheyget.Thewalkedsideways

tothehouseandwalkedintoahousesmelling

divine.

TheyheadedtothedinningroomandfoundDineo

preparingthetableforbreakfast.Shewasahard

workerandeverythingshedidshediditwith

passion.

Dineo:goodmorningMrsLyon.GoodmorningMr

Lyon.

Both:Morning.

Dineo:howareyou?

Both:good/fine.Andyou?

Dineo:I'mgood.LetmegocallRose,breakfastis

ready.

DineorushedupthestairswhenJackwalkeddown

inasuitandsmiledlookingatthem.Hewalked

overandkissedJanewhenBreezeclearedhis

throatandlookedaside.



Jack:notlikeitsthefirsttimeseeingthis.

Breeze:Idon'tknowwhatyourtalkingabout.My

eyesarestillvirgin.

JaneandJacklaughedandhesmiledwhenRose

fromthestairsspottedBreeze.Shejoggeddown

andrantowardshimjumpinginhisarmssmiling.

Breezepickedherbridalswingingherlikealittlekid.

Breeze:there'smyfavouriteniece.Howhaveyou

been?

Rose:Good.Howaboutyouuncle?

Breeze:I'vebeenfinebabygirl.Youhavegrowna

lotsincethelasttimeIsawyou.Greatthingyour

stillinyourageshapeorelseyou'llbelookinglike

your53yearoldmothersinceallyoudoiseatand

chill.

Rose:Iworkout.Dadboughtmesomefewthing

andmademeagymroomtokeepmyselfoccupied



.

Breeze:isitworking?

Rose:thereandthereyeah.

Breeze:that'sgood.YoumakingprogressI'm

proudofyou.

Rose:thankyou.

Breeze:Igattabounce.Ihavetwoeggswaitingfor

metocomehomesotheycouldstartcrackingandI

havetogocheckonapatient.

Rose:I'mcomingalong.Rightdad?

Jack:hunnyyouruncleisaverybusyguyyou

know.I'msurehe-

Breeze:NoIhavenothingtodotoday.Dontworry

she'llbefine.Itsohk.

Rose:yes.

Jane:justbecarefulohk?

BreezewrappedhishandaroundRoseshoulder



withasarcasticfaceandtheylaughedbeforethey

walkedout.JacklookedatJaneandtheysatdown

smilinganddishedup.

Jack:she'sgettingbetterandbetter.

Jane:yeah.Ourbabyisslowlygettingherselfback.

Jack:yeah.Yourbeautifulyouknow.

Jane:(blushing)ohplease.

Jack:NoI'mserious.Andyourgainingweight.

Jane:Ishouldstartexercisingthen.

Jack:Imeanyourgainingweight.Yourdifferent.

Hot!

Jane:ohk....thankyoudarling.

Sheraisedherglassandtheysmiledbeforeshe

drankandtheyate.

AtBreezeshouse.



BreezeandRosewalkedintothehouseandas

soonasSagiheardthedooropenandfootsteps,

shejumpedoffthebedandrusheddownstairs.

Sagi:(shouting)Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?!

(SawRose)Imissedyoubaby..

Breeze:(smiling)Imissyoutoo.

Sagi:heybaby..

Rose:heyaunty..howareyou?

Sagi:I'mangry.CourseImisshim.

Rose:Icanimagine.Y'allmisseachotherevenif

yousaweachotherafewhoursago.

Sagi:Lovedarling.Love.

Rose:Isiteverwanttofallinlove.

Sagi:Anddont.Lovehurts.

Roselaughedandwentintothekitchenandtook



outanicecreamwhileSagiandBreezelookedat

eachotherwithfuriouseyes.Breezepassedbyher

andwalkedtothemainbedroomwhereGail

steppedoutoftheshowernaked.

Gail:hey.

Breeze:heybabe.Howareyou?

Gail:I'mgood.You?

Breeze:I'mfine.Goingtowork?

Gail:notlikeIhaveanythingtodoaroundheredoI?

Breeze:youcouldjustusethestoreroom.Turnit

intoyourpaintingroomyouknow.Thatwayyou

won'thavetooverworkyourself.Youcanhire

someonetomanagetheGalleryinyourabsence.

Gail:likethewayyoudowiththeclub?Nothank

you.Ilovebeingaroundartandhelpingthosekids

reachtheirdreamsinart.AndIcantdothatifI'm

sittinghereandhomepaintinginmyownspace

whileIshouldbethereshowingthemnottohide

theirselvesandtrytosharewhattheyhavewiththe



world.IlovewhatIdobabe.

Breeze:Fairenough.

Gail:Soareyougoingtotalkaboutlastnight?

Breeze:Irathernot.

Gail:Hidingawayfromthiswonthelpyou.You

wontbeoneasebecauseit'llweighyouBreeze.I

knowsomehowsomewhereinthereyoufeelbad

butyou'rescaredyourgoingtolosesomethingif

youtalkitout.Iwantanswers.Sagiwantanswers.

Andyouknowthatshewontletthisflowuntilshe

findsoutwhoyouwerewith.Whydidyoucheat?

Breeze:Babeudidn'tcheat.

Gail:ifyoudidn't.Whyarethosepantiesinyour

drawer?Whodotheybelongto?

Breeze:noone.

Gail:Idon'tknowwhyyourdoingthisbutyour

hurtingusBreeze.Sagiishurtingbehindthatbold

mask.Doyouknowthethoughtofyourpartner

ridinganotherperson.Doyouknowhowmuchit

hurts?Whydidyoudothat?



Breeze:(sighed)itwasamomentofweakness.It

happenedonce.Ipromise.

Gail:Withwho?

Breeze:notthenamenow.

Gail:whynot?Iwanttoknowwhoitis?

Breeze:sothatyoucouldtellher?andyouknow

Sagihasonlyanaccelerator.

Gail:shedeservestoknow!Shesyourwife!

Breeze:Iknow.AndIcanthurther.Neitheryou.

Orthatonceoff.

Gailputonherragandsatonthemirroruntieing

herhairasitbouncedonhershoulders.Shesighed

lookingathimthroughthemirror.

Gail:(softly)Wasitgood?

Breeze:Gaildont.

Gail:tellme..Wasitgood?Pleasedon'tlie.After



everythingyoudid,Ideservethetruth.Wasthe

pussygood?

Breeze:(swallowed)Yes.

Likeaneedlethroughherheart.Gailswallowedthe

lampandsighedfightingthetearsandopenedher

makeupbagdoinghernomakeupmakeup.

Breezesatonthebedguiltstrickenandsighed

lookingather.

Breeze:Saysomethingplease.

Gail:like..

Breeze:anything.Shout,screamoranythingbut

notthesilencetreatment.

Gail:ohk.

Breeze:ohk?

Gail:(sighed)IloveyouBreeze.



Asiftheguiltwasn'tenough.That"Iloveyou"hurt

evenmuch.Hebithislipandlookedatherasshe

stoodupandgotdressedgrabbingherbagand

keys.

Gail:I'llseeyoulater.bye.

Breeze:bye.

Shekissedhimandsmiledbeforeleavingandhe

stoodupgoingtotakeashower.

Outsideatearrandownhercheekasshegotinthe

carandshewipedit.Thecardwasstillthere.She

tookoutherphoneandwrotehimamassage

beforeputtingitbackanddroveoff.

Afterawhilehesteppedout,lotionedandworehis

blackclothesasusualbeforegoingdownstairs.

SagiandRosesmiledwhilechattingandBreeze

tookanapplelookingatthem.



Breeze:I'llseeyouguyslater.

Rose:Nouncle.I'mcomingalong.

Breeze:I'mjustgoingtocheckonapatientandI'll

berightback.Iwonttakelong.

Rose:still..I'mcoming.

Sagi:stillstubborn.

Rose:UncleusedtosayI'mstubbornlikeyou.And

Iam.

Sagi:(loughed)whatever.Youguysbesafe.

BreezekissedhercheekbeforesheandRose

huggedandleft.Sagitookoutherphoneandwent

toYouTubelookingatthecookingvideo.

AttheHospital.

Breezewalkedtothereceptionanddidwhathedid



andthenurseallowedhimin.Acoldchillrandown

Rose'sspineandherstomachturned.Shetook

breathsandfollowedBreezesteppingintoaward.

Thebedwasempty.Breezesighedwithhishands

inthepocketssatdownlookingatRosewhowas

somehownotgood.

Breeze:areyouohk?

Rose:I'mfine.

Shesaidthatwithassuringhimandhesatback

relaxingandshesatintheotherone.Kagisotook

babystepstowardsthebedfromthebathroomand

frownedlookingatBreeze.Hedidn'tknowwhybut

thisguyshadafeltpresence,sointimidating.He

walkedtothebedandgatheredhimselfgetting

backandsighedoncehegotonleaningback.

MeanwhileRosefeltlikehereyeswherebetraying

herandsheblinkedlookingattheguyfromthe

video.Hewasevenhandsomethatshecouldhave

possiblyimagined.Sheneversawaguywithsuch



longplatedherinherentirelife.Itwaslikelooking

atarealitystarwhowasinhospital.

MeanwhileKagiso'sbodysuddenlygotchillsand

andthepainhisstomachbecamepainful.Heshut

hiseyesasthemachinesstartedbeepingand

Breezequicklystoodupandwenttocallanurse.

MeanwhileRose'sheartpoundedlookingat

Kagiso'sashemumbledinpain.Atearrandown

thesideofhiseyetothepillowholdingtightlytohis

stomach.Shebutherlipbeforestandingupseeing

thathewasalsoincreasingbyholdingontight.She

pulledhishandsawaywhenbothofthemtheir

bodiesbloodranfastintheirveins.Thetouchof

hersmoothhandcalmedhimabitthoughthepain

wasstillthere.Heslowlyopenedhiseyestoana

beautifulgirllookingathimwithworry.Theireyes

lockedandtheylookedateachother.Thedoorflew

andadoctorwalkedinwithanurse.Rosestepped

backlookingathimnotwantingtobreaktheeye

contact.Thenursepulledheroutandwhenitbroke

itwasliketheyjustcutsomethingfromher.

Thenurseclosedthedoorandsherushedtoit



lookingatitlisteningtohimashemumbledinpain.

MeanwhileBreezelookedatherassheslowly

touchedthedoor.

Breeze:Rose..?Areyouohk?

Rose:He'sinalotofpain.He'shurt.

Breezenarrowedhiseyebrowsconfused

.

.

.

.

.
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IntheHospital.



Breezenarrowedhiseyesandwalkedovertoher

pullingherslowlybyherhandsittingwithheronthe

bench.Heheldherhandinhishandsandlookedat

herashereyestearedup.Heneverthoughtthat

thisdisorderorwhateverisgoingonwithherwill

kickinsofast,inablink.Hehatedthethoughtto

havekickedinallthosenightmaresbackjustby

comingwithherhereatthehospital.Thischildhas

beenthroughalotandthelastthingsheneedsisa

restlessnight.

Breeze:Areyouohkbaby?

Rose:(teary)Isawit.Isawthevideo.Theyganged

uponhimasacommunityandcaredlessifhewas

hurting.

Breeze:Waitwhatvideo?

Rose:thevideowherethewholeofhiscommunity

beathim.Hismothertriedtostopthembutshe

couldn't.Shelookedlikeshewasalsoinpain.The

waytheybeathimuncle,evenananimalisnever



beatenlikethat.

Breeze:Whythefuvkwereyouevenlookingatthat

videoRose?Anyway-whereisthisvideo?

Rose:IdontknowwhyIwatcheditbutIfeltdrawn

towatchit.IsawitonFacebook.Peoplewereeven

talkingaboutit.Itwastrending.

Breezesighedlookingatherandforsomereason.

Lookingatherwaslikelookingathermothers

roundfacewiththoseaboveheavylips.Herbrown

eyesandhowheartshewas.Lightskinnedwith

longblackhair.Almostlookedlikeacoloured.

Heshookhisheadandsatbacktakingouthis

phone.HewenttoFacebookandsearchedthe

videowhenitappearedandhewatched.Rosetried

lookingandhepausedlookingatherwithhis

eyebrowsup.

Rose:(smiling)fine.



Shesatbackandlistenedonly.Breezerubbedhis

eyebrowandlookedatRosebeforeloggingoutand

switchedoffhisphonestandingupjustasthe

doctorsteppedout.

Doctor:(smiling)Greatnews.

BreezeandRosestoodup.

Doctor:He'sback.

Breeze:Whatdoyoumeanhe'sback?

Doctor:itseemslikewhenthepainstunginit

triggeredallthememories.Heremembers

everything.

AtGail'sGallery.

Gailwalkedoutfromherofficeholdingafileand



wenttothereceptionwhereshegaveittothe

receptionistbeforeturningaroundheadingback.

Mxolisienteredbeforeshecoulddisappearand

whistledabitandshesmiledlookingathim.He

walkedovertoherandsmiledbeforetakingher

handkissingit.

Mxo:(smiling)HeyAbi.

Gail:(smiling)Heyyou.

Mxo:Howareyou?

Gail:I'mgood..andyou?

Mxo:I'mmorethangood.ActuallyI'mexcited!

AfterreceivingyourmassageIcouldhardlyfocus

atworksoIjustdecidedtocallitadaytocome

spendthedaywithyou.

Gail:Youshouldn'thavedonethat.Youcouldget

firedandIdontwanttobethereasonbehindthat.

Mxo:(smiling)ifIdothenI'llgetfiredhappy.

BesidesI'mmyownbossaswelllikeyou.

Gail:oh..really.Whatkindofbusinessareyou



running?

Mxo:Let'ssavethatforthetable.Letsgetgoingif

youdontmind.

Gail:Notatall.Mymoodwasruinedanyway.It

wasmydayoffbutIdecidedtocome.Letmego

getmystuff.

Mxo:Perfect!I'llbeoutside.

Hewatchedherassheranmissyinherformalwear

inheels.Hesmiledbeforethrowingthekissupin

theairandcoughtthembeforewalkingoutgreeting

thereceptionist.

Thereceptionistlookedathimsuspiciouslyand

shookhisheadwhenGailwalkedoverwithherbag.

Gail:Uhmsomethingcameup.Canyouclearmy

schedulefortherestoftheday.

Receptions:yesmam.

Gail:perfect.I'llseeyou.



Receptionist:Bye.

Shewentoutandspottedhimleaningagainsta

differentcar.ThistimeitwasaPorsche.Black

kind.Thisguymustbeloaded.Hesmiledmeeting

herhalfwayandtookherbagholdingitforherand

heldherhandescortinghertothepassengersside

andopenedthedoorforher.

Gail:(hesitantly)maybeIshouldfollowyouwithmy

car.

Mxo:CommonAbi.It'sjustafriendlydatenota

romanticone.

Gail:still.

Mxolisismiledwhenhisdimpleappearedandhe

lookedasiderubbinghismustache.Gailtriednotto

blushbutthisguywasamazinglycute,handsome.

Hepulledherhandinhisandputitonhischest

lookinginhereyes.



Mxo:I'maverylawfulpersonmylove.Icouldnever

hurtyou.AndIpromisenottotouchyouwithout

yourpermissionordoanythinginappropriate.If

youfeeluncomfortableoranythingjusttellme.I'm

anopenperson.Ipromisetokeepyousafeand

protectyounottheotherwayaround.Pleasetrust

me.

Gail:(softly)ohk.

Hesmiledbeforeopeningthedoorwideforherand

shegotinbeforehecloseditandwenttohisside,

gotinanddroveoff.

AtBreezeshouse.

Sagifinishedeatingandwashedherdish,driedit

andputitback.Shedrankwaterbeforegoing

upstairsjoggingandwenttochangeherclothes

intoaniceclassyfloraldress.Shesatstoodonthe



mirrorandlookedathercurlyhairbeforelettingit

loose.Sheneededanewhairstyle.Shesmiledall

byherselfandwentouttoBreeze'sclosetandtook

outhiscardbeforeshewentouttowearher

matchingheels.Sheworeherfavoritenecklace

andspayedherperfume,tookherbagandheaded

out.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Odirilefinishedworkingonsomedocumentsand

forwardedsomeemailstoBreezebeforeshutting

thelaptopwhenhissisterwalkedinfromschool.

Shewentstraighttothekitchenwherehewasand

leanedonthecountertakingthecontractlookingat

it.

Ditebogo:(sarcastic)Wowwellwellwellbrother.

YouandBreezecomealongwayandfinallymade

it.ButIdontunderstandwhyastripclub.Please

tellmewhyleaveclub808thatwasoperatingso



wellanddecidetoexpanditwithastripclub?

Odirile:Club808alsohasstrippersinside.Nowwe

justwanttoexploreanothercloud.

Ditebogo:mmmh?

Odirile:Wehavebeenrunningaclubwithonly

femalestrippersandhellyeahitwasgoingfine.

ButthistimeIwantustospiceitupwithMale

strippers.

Ditebogo:(jawsdropped)What?

Odirile:yep.

Ditebogo:AndBreezeagreedtoallthisshit?

Odirile:notyet.Heisstilloccupiedwithwomanup

hisbedandbesidesithoughtaboutthisformonths

now.

Ditebogowenttothefridgeandtookoutafruit

saladandputitonthecounterandtookouttwo

forks.



Ditebogo:youknowbotherIalwayssupportyou

witheverything-

Odirile:(cutin)butcrime.

Ditebogo:Yesanythingbutcrimebutthisisinsane.

ThosethingsonlyhappeninAmerica.This-thisis

Africa.SouthAfrica.WhointheGoddamnAfrican

continentwouldagreetobeastripper?Who?

CoursenoSotho,Nguni,Tsonga,Vendanoteven

Namamengroupwouldagreetothat.

Odirile:you'llneverknowsister...

Heatealittlebeforekissingherforeheadandwent

upstairs.Fewminslaterhecamebackwearinghis

casualwear.

Ditebogo:Black.Black.Black.Dontyougettired

ofblack?Youandyourfriend?

Odirile:Nonono!Wedont!



Hetookhisphoneandcarkeysandwentout

leavinghersmilingbyherselfandcontinuedeating.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Veronicawalkedoutofthehousebalancingherself

withthedoorandwenttositonthestoepunderthe

hotsun.Shehasn'ttakenhermedicationsinceher

sonwentmissing.Apartofhergaveheran

unpleasantsensewhileanotheronegaveherhope.

Shetriedtokeepherselfbelievingthatheisfine

whereverheisbutjustthethoughtitgaveherthe

worst.Maybehedied.

Thepolicecouldn'tfindhisbody.Buttherewasjust

somethingoffaboutthiswholeinvestigationcourse

itdidn'tgofurther.Theyjustdroppedherlikethat

withoutfurtherinvestigation.

Sheshookherheadandcouldfeelherswolleneyes

painingsincetherewerenotearslefttocry.She

sighedandbalancedherheadwithherhandresting



herheadandsatunderthehotsun.

Meanwhile.

BonolomovedthecurtainandwatchedasKagiso's

mothersatunderthehotsun.Shehadlostso

muchweightyoucouldevenseeherbonesfroma

distance.Sheevenlookedpale.

Sheworehershoesandtiedherafrobeforetaking

hercardandphonewalkingout.Shetookher

motherscarkeysandwentintothegarage,gotin

andreversedbeforedrivingoff.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Jack'sphonerangandheansweredwalking

downstairsinhiscomawearandabriefinhishand.

Caller:Gooddaysir.ThisisJasmineMaitefrom

S*****Sanatorium.AmItalkingtoMrJackLyon?



Jack:Yesthisishim.

Caller:Wearecallingtoletyouknowthatyour

daughterhasanewpsychologist.Weapologizefor

ourdelay.Rose'ssessionwouldbestartingon

Mondayandhastobehereforabout4-5months

sothatshecangetallthehelpsheneeds.Ormore.

Meaningevenayearoryears.Ifyouhavetime

pleasepassbysothatwecantalkmoredetails.

Jack:Ohkthankyouverymuch.

Caller:Haveagooddaysir.

Jack:youtoo.

Jackhangupbeforesighingandturnedbackand

wenttothemainbedroomwherehefoundJane

sittingonthebedreadingabook.Hesatnexttoher

andusedhisfingerloweringthebooklookingather

andshelookedathimsmiling.

Jane:Changedyourmind?

Jack:notreally.Ihavesomethingtotellyou.Ijust



receivedacallfromtheSanatorium.

Jane:Perfectwhatdidtheysay?

Jack:theysaidRosewillbeunderadifferent

Psychologistandthathersessionswillbestarting

onMonday.Thatleavesuswithonly5daystobe

withherandtellheraboutthis.

Jane:Howlongwillshebethere?

Jack:4-5monthsormore.

Jane:Whatdoyoumeanmore?

Jack:Shemightbethereforoverayearoryears.

It'lldependonwhatwe'redealingwith.

Jane'seyesburnedwithtearsandsheputher

handstoherfacecryinginthemwhenJackpulled

herinandhuggedhertightly.

Jack:Iknowbaby.Iknowit'salottotakeinbut

thereisn'tanotherwayaroundthis.Thisistheonly

opportunityandshotwehavetosaveourdaughter



fromthismisery.Wetriedalmostlikeeverythingin

ourpowerbutdidn'thelp.AtleasttheSanatorium

oncehelpedsoIguessifwegiveitmoretimethis

timeit'llwork.

Jane:ButJack..mybabywill-

Jack:youwillseeRosemylove.Itwontbelikethe

lasttimewhereyousawheroncein2months.

Thoughyouwontbeseeinghereverynowandthen

it'sbetterthannothingatall.Weourselveshaveto

bestrongforher.IdontknowthefulldetailsbutI'm

goingthereaftermymeetingtofindoutaboutthe

wholeprocess.

Jane:ohk..soareyougoingtotellher?

Jack:IdontknowhowI'mgoingtotellherthis

coursethelasttimeIsentherthereshedidn'teven

wantanythingtodowithme.So..Iguessthistime

weshouldallowthemtocometakeherinstead

otherthangivingherredflags.

Jane:Ohk...

Jack:I'msorrybabe.Wellgetthroughthis.I

promise.



Hehuggedheronelasttimebeforekissingherand

stooduppickinghisbriefcase.

Jack:seeyoulater.Iloveyou.

Jane:Iloveyoutoo.

Hekissedherforeheadandleft.Tearsburned

Jane'seyesuntilshebrokeandcried.Thiswastoo

much.Sureshewantedhertogethelpbutparting

almost4ormoremonthsevenyearswasalittle

hush.Shereachedforherphonewithoutthinking

twiceanddialedBreeze.

AttheHospital.

ThedoctorfinishedexaminingKagisoashelayed

therewithhishandonhisforeheadclosinghiseyes

.Thenursefixedthedriponhisotherhandand



pulledthesheetcoveringtohisloverbodyandthey

walkedoutleavingthem.

EverythingcamerushingintoKagiso'sheadlikehe

waswatchingarealityshow.Howhismother

beggedandbeggedforthemtostop.Howher

voicecrackedandshechockedonthetears.How

hefoughthewaytowardshimandfinallymadeit.

Herwarmtearsfallingonhisheadwhenhewas

unconscious.Howshestoodupforhim.Herwarm

hugandhowhefeltlikeahumanagaininherarm

fullofwarmthandlove.

Atearrolledoutoffhisclosedeyesandfellonthe

pillowasmoreandmorefollowed.Hesniffedas

thetearschockedhimbutstillhedidn'tcoughnor

openedhiseyes.Heslidhishandtohiseyesas

moretearsrolledinsilence.

Breeze'sphonerangandhetookitoutlookingat

Jane'scall.Heexcusedhimselfandwentout.

Rosestoodtherelookingathim silentlycryingas

herheartshuttered.Sheneverthoughtmencancry

.Toheritwasliketheydon'thavetearsandnowit

hurtlookingathimtryingtoholdbackthepainin



hisheart.Sheswallowedandslowlywalkedover

andsetonthesideofthebedlookingathim.

Rose:(softly)I'msosorry.

Hesniffedandsighedbeforebitinghislip.Rose

hesitantlyreachedforhishandthatwaslayingon

hisstomachandhelditsoftlysqueezingit.

Rose:it'llbealright.Everythingitsgoingtobe

alright.

Herwordssloweddownhisheartrateandhe

calmeddownandthetearsstopedflowingashis

heartcametoeasefeelingherhandandher

encouragement.

Outside.

BreezelistenedtoJaneasshesobbedwhiletalking



.Hedidn'tknowifitwasthepregnancy,her,orthe

northerlythingtocryoutofbluebutsomehowhe

couldfeelherpain.

Jane:(crying)I'mscaredBreeze.Idontwantto

loseher.shesbeenthroughsomuchalreadyfora

girlherageandsheisstillgoingto-toohmyGod.

Breeze:Itsohk..Igetyou.Youdontwanttopart

wayswithyoudaughter,fine.Butrememberthisit

isn'taboutyouandyoufeelingsonthis.It'sabout

Rose.Herwellbeingshouldbethefirstthingtoput

inmindinallofthisbabe.Sheisgoingtothe

Sanatoriumforhelpnottostay.Iknowyouwontbe

abletocommunicatewithhermoreoftenbutbeing

thereforheremotionallywouldpushhereven

furthertoimprovesothatyoucanhaveherbackin

yourarms.Iknowithurtlovebutthisisnotabout

youit'sabouther.

Jane:Iknow.AndtrustmeIdowanthertoget

helpbuti-

Breeze:babylisten.ThisisRose.Rightnowshe



needsyoumorethanever.She'snotstableandyou

beinglikethatwouldliterallybreakherbackto

squareone.Bestrongforher.Youonlyhave5

dayssomakethebestofoutofthemandmake

surethatsheneverforgetshowmuchyouloveher

evenif50years.It'sbeenmorethan7yearsorso

inpain.Canyouevenimaginehowraggedsheis

insidecomparedtoyou.

Jane:Ijustdon'twanttoloseher.

Breeze:yournotgoingtoloseRosebabe.Butyou

willifyoukeeponcryinganytimewhenshehasto

gogethelp.

Jane:(sniffing)Ohk..

Breeze:It'llbefine.Ipromise.

Jane:Ohk.

Breeze:Yeah...IgattagetbacksoI'llcallyoulater.

Holdon.Howarewedoing?

Jane:(smiling)Wearedoingjustfine.Justsadthat

oursisterisleavingusinacoupleofdays.

Breeze:(smiling)Youracrybabybutohk.I'mglad.



Takecare.

Jane:youtoo.

Hehangupandsmiledbeforeheadingbackinside.

AttheMall.

InaSaloon.

Sagiswangaroundwiththechairsmilingwhenher

hairswangandcoveredherface.Shelaughed

sittingbackandthehairdresserfinishedoffby

cuttingtheendsandcombherstraightenedlong

hair.

Hairdresser:(smiling)Youmyfriend,yougot

beautifulblackhair.IwishIwasyourightnow.

Sagi:ohplease.Yoursisevenlongerthanmine.

Hairdresser:Noit'snot.Anywaydoyouwantme



tostyleyouorletitbeasitis?

Sagi:itsohkasitis.Ilikeit.Ishoulddothismore

often.

Shestoodupandwenttopaybeforelookingherself

onemoretimeonthemirrorandcheckinghernails

andsmiledhappyabouttheirservice.Shebither

goodbyeandwentoutheadingtoFoodLovers

Market.

Bonolopickedthebusketandwentaroundthe

shelvespickingsomespicesandall.Hermind

driftedlistentoasongbyLarissaLambert-Weak

andshesangalonglisteningtoitwithheadphones.

Igetsoweakintheknees

Icanhardlyspeak

Iloseallcontrolandsomethingtakesoverme

Indaze,yourlovessoamazing



It'snotaphaseIwantyoutostaywithme

Bymyside,I'llswallowallmypride

Yourloveissosweet

Itknocksmerightoffmyknees

Yeahyeah

Cantexplainwhyyourlovemakesmeweak

OntheotherrawOdirileheldthebasketlisteningto

herelegantvoiceasshesangandfunnyenough,

thishappenedtobehisfavoritesong.Hesmiled

andwenttothesidelookingatherasshesang

alongeverylyric.Shelookedyoungandshort.

Withasmoothbrownskinandnaturalhair.Short

girlsarealwayshardheadedandthatrightthere

seemedlikeahellwhole.Butthencharm.

Heslowlywalkedovertoherandstoodinfrontof

herandsheslowlystoppedsingingandsmiled

backtoOdirilewhowassmiling.



Bonolo:I'msosorry.WasIloud?

Odirile:(smiling)Veryloud.

Bonolo:ohmyGod.WasIbad?

Odirile:Verybad.Youweremessingupthelyrics.

Bonolo:Areyouserious?OhmyGod..buthow.

Odirile:I'mkiddingyouweregood.Butloud.

Bonolo:(smiling)almostgavemeafright.

Odirile:I'mOdirilebytheway.

Bonolo:I'mBonolo.

Odirile:Soareyoubuyingfoodforaspecial

occasionorsomething?Nooffensebuttheyarea

lot.

Bonolo:Ohno..uhm.Thisaren'tmynonly.I'm

buyingthemforsomeonewhosestrugglingtoget

ontheirfeetandIjustcouldn'tstandbywatching

hersufferwhenIcouldhelp.

Odirile:Yourkind.MindifIjoinin.Idonteven

knowwhatsomeofthisthingsmysistersentme

are.Caretohelpafriendalso.(blinkedlikeakid)



Bonolo:(smiling)ohknoproblem

Theycontinuedshoppingoverasmallthereand

therechatuntiltheyweredoneandwenttopay.

Odirilelookedatafamiliarsecondladyinfrontof

themandscannedherclothes.Therewasonlyone

personheknewwiththiskindofclothes.Butthe

hairwasdifferent.

Odirile:Pleaseexcusemeforasec.

Bonolo:cxxl.

OdirilepassedbyandtappedherwhenSagiturned

around.Damnedwasshecrazilygeorgios.Odirile

chuckledbeforemovingherfromthelineand

huggedhertightlybeforesteppingback.Hegently

putthehairbehindherearlookingatherasshe

smiledathim.

Odirile:Youlookamazingsmucles.



Sagi:Thankyoubaby.

Odirile:whereistheparty?

Sagi:(chuckled)there'snopartydude.Iseeyougot

yourselfalady.heygirl.

Bonolo:(smiling)Hi.

Odirile:(smiling)yeahrightthereiswhereIintend

tolendit.Akerelenayourefusetocook,cleanand

doeverythingformejustlikethatstupidinmy

house.

Sagi:Wearenotyourwife'sOdirile.

Odirile:Yeahright.That'swhyI'mthinkingof

gettingmyselfsomeone.

Sagi:Aboutdamntime.

Odirile:(chuckled)where'sBreeze?Isenthimsome

emailandhehasn'trepliedmeyet.

Sagi:emailabout?

Odirile:Wewerethinkingofexpandingbutwehad

notidea.SoIdidsomethingsomethingstupidand

sentittohim.Justbusiness.



Sagi:He'satthehospital.Wenttocheckuponhis

patientbutI'msurehe'sonhiswaycoursehewent

withRose.

Odirile:Howisshedoingbytheway?

Sagi:She'sgettingthere.Butyoucouldseethat

she'sstillstruggling.Rosehasbeenthroughalot

andIcantimaginewhatJaneisgoingthrough.

Odirile:Youshouldcheckuponher.Sheneeds

yoursupportnotonlyasafamilymemberbutasa

sister.

Sagi:yeahIwill.WaitIhavebeenmeaningtoask

youthis.IknowitsweirdbutyourtheonlyoneI

couldtrustandbelieveonthis.

Odirile:ohk...

Sagi:(puttingeverythingonthetill)IsBreeze

seeingsomeone?

Odirile:uhmm..Idon'tknow.Youthinkhe'sseeing

someone?

Sagi:That'sthereasonwhyI'maskingcourseI'm

notsure.IthinkheisbutatthesametimeIwishto



believethathehadaonenightstand.Butwithwho?

Odirile:Uhmhedidn'ttellemanything.I'lltrytalk

tohimandseeifIcangetsomethingoutofhim.

Sagi:pleasedocourseI'mworried.Notonlyhis

healthbutIlovehim.AndIdontthinkI'llbeableto

standitseeingGailbreak.

Odirile:Iunderstand.

Sagi:(toBonolosmiling)Sorrybbefortakingyour

manawayfromyou.

Bonolo:(smiling)uhmm..noproblem.

Sagi:Ohkseeyou.

Shekissedhischeekbeforetakingherbagsandleft

.OdirileandBonolopaidandwentoutpushingout

theirtrolleysandstoppedattheentrance.

Bonolo:ohkseeyou.

Odirile:canIgetyournumber?



Bonolo:Ihaveaboyfriend.

Odirile:butyou'renotmarriedright?

Bonolo:I'mnot.

Odirile:thenyourstillonthemarketbabe.

Bonolosighedsmilingandtookhisphoneand

punchedhernumbersandgaveitback.

Odirile:ohkseeyou.

Bonolo:bye.

Theyhuggedbeforetheypartedandeachwentto

theircarsdrivingoff.

AtaResort.

Mxolisislowlydroveonadrivewayandfinally

parkedandturnedlookingather.Gailsmiled



blushingandlookedoutsidethewindow.Mxolisi

bitehislowerlipandtookoutablindfoldwhenGail

turnedlookingathim .

Gail:Ithoughtthiswasafriendlunch.

Mxo:Andthathasn'tchangedlove.Facearound.

GailsmiledfacingawayandMxolisiblindfoldedher

beforegentlyholdhershoulderandwentout

closingthedoor.Hewenttohissideandopened

thedoorandheldherhandhelpingheroutleaving

herstuff.Heclosedthedoorandledherinbutshe

waswalkingslowly.Hescoopedherupandshe

laughedmakinghimlaughandliftedherinsidethe

building.
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[08/02,13:37]Lynne :Chapter27

AtKagiso'shouse

Laterthatafternoon.Bonoloparkedthecaratthe

gateandwentouttotakefewplasticoffoodinthe

bootbeforeclosingitandheadedinside.Sheput

theplasticsonthedoorandknockedwhenafaint

voiceansweredcomein.

Sheslowlywentinwiththeplasticanditwasall

darkinsideandmessedup.Herheartshutteredto

lookingatherlayingonthebedallweak.Kagiso

wouldn'tbehappytoseeherlikethis.Healways

madesurethatsheateandtookhermedication.



Hisabsencesuretookitstallonher.

Bonolo:Dumelangma.

Veronica:Dumelangwana'ka.Gobyang?

Bonolo:Nothingmuchjustboughtyousomething

toeat.

Veronica:Yoursokindmybabybutyoudidn'thave

too.

Bonolo:YesIshouldhave.Kagisowasmy-heis-

wasmyfriendandhewouldn'tforgivemeifIletyou

dieoutofhungerwhileI'maroundandcouldhave

donesomethingtohelp.Justpleaseletmehelp

you.Iknowlosingyoursonisoneofthe-

Veronica:(teary)Nobabyyoudontunderstandhow

itis.Ithurts.IdonteventhinkI'llbeableto

stomachanything.Nountilmysonisfound.

Bonolo:mamanotonlydidyoulosehim.Ialsolost

.IalsolostsomeoneIlovedandadoredalotmore

thanIthoughtIcouldloveaperson.

Veronica:Whatdoyoumean?



Bonolo:itdoesn'tmatter.Whatmattersrightnow

isyourhealthandwellbeing.Idontknowhimvery

muchbutyoudidsotellme..willhebepleasedto

seeyoulikethis?

Veronicalookedatherandslowlygotupsittingon

thecrate.Tearsrolleddownandsheleanedcrying

facingdown.Agreenplasticcoughtherattention

andshepulleditlookingatthatpiecehemadefor

her.Herheartsankasshewipedthetearsbutkept

oncoming.Hissmileandhowheusedtosay"

Momdrinkyourmedication""We'remaking

progress"andthosecountlessIloveyou'sfrom

him.Howhealwaysmadesurethatsheate,hada

roofaboveherheadandhustledforfoodand

medicationjusttoseeherbacktobeingherself.

Shesmiledyothefactofhatingtoseehishard

workandsweatgotodrain.Shewipedhertears

andlookedatbonolowiththenecklaceinherhands

andsmiledlookingather.



Veronica:hemadethisformebefore-youknow-

(scoff)everythinghappened.Hehadjustfoundhis

passionandtalent.

Bonolo:(smiling)Wow..itssobeautiful.Lookatthe

colors.

Veronica:hetoldmethatthecoloursheusedhada

meaning.Loveandharmony.Idon'teven

remembertherestofthemeaningsbehindthis

(laughs)

Bonolo:Itssobeautiful.

Veronica:hewasworkingontheotheronce.

(Pointing)Theretheyare.

Bonolograbbedtheplasticandgaveittoherand

satonthefloorlookingather.Veronicagavehera

braceletandshefititanditlookedperfectonher.

Shesmiledlookingupather.

Bonolo:wow.Thisareamazingmama.Hedidn't

mentionhehadsuchagifttome.Thisarebeautiful.



Veronica:Kagisoisverysecretivemygirl.He'd

ratherbottleuphispainjustsohecouldlistento

youandhelp.Hedoesn'tlikeitwhenpeoplefeel

sorryforhim.

Bonolo:yeah...hedoesn'treallytalkmuchabout

hischildhood.Actuallyabouthimself.Heusedto

listentomeeverytimeandnevereverlookeddown

orthoughtofmeanyhow.Hewouldhelpmewith

mydrawingsandguidemethereandtherebutnot

oncewillhementionanythingabouthimself

thoughtout.

Veronica:that'smyboy.Hecare'salotabout

othersthanhimself.Heisfulloflove.Butheisalso

inpainandonlyneedsahandtoreachouttohim.

IthinkyourthatpersoncourseIoncecoughthim

spellingoutyourname.

Bonolo:(blushing)Reallyma?

Veronica:(smiling)yeah..hewasjustoutsideright

thereinthestoep.Hewaslayingshirtlesslooking

upthemoonsmilingallbyhimselfcallingoutyour

name.Andthenallofasuddenhefelloffsweating



allscared.

Bonolo:oh..

Veronica:Ithinkmaybehewasafraidyou'dalso

breakhisheartliketherestdid.

Bonolo:Iwouldn'tdothattohim.Ilovehim.And

mebeingheremadoesn'tmeanthatI'mhereto

earnyourloveandwelcomeashisgirlfriendbut

becauseIwanttohelpyou.Thishereisnotabout

himbutyou.He'stheonlymanthatI'llalwayslove.

Noteveninthenextcoupleofyears.He's

irreplaceableinmyheart.

Veronica:yoursokindmydear.Thankyou.

Bonolostoodupandgaveherthebraceletbefore

openingthewindowsandcurtainsandstarted

cleaningaztheyhadsmallconversationsthereand

there.

AttheHospital.



RoseheldKagiso'shandwithonehandandfinally

helditwithbothhands.Theywerebroadandhad

veins,realman.Breezeslowlywalkedinand

closedthedoor.Hecoughtthissiteandstoodat

thedoorlookingatthem.

Rosebitherlipbeforepullinghishandfromhis

eyesandhelditlookingathim.Kagisoslowly

openedhiseyesandlookedather.Herheart

poundedasbutterfliesflewaroundinherstomach.

Hisbrowneyesevenlightunderthoselonglashes

andhehadacutenarrownosewithheartshaped

lips.Asifthatwasnotenough,hehadbabyhairs

you'dswearhehadagayinhim.Hewassofuvken

lightskinnedhandsome.

MeanwhileKagisolookedatherscanningherbaby

facedowntoherlips.Shehadbrowneyeslikehis

andalittlebitofChineseeyespushairytoo.She

hadaverycuteforeheadtoo.

Rose:(softly)I'mRosella.RosellaLyons.

Kagiso:(cracking)KagisoMokwena.



Rose:(smiling)youcantalk.

Kagisonarrowedhiseyebrowstryingnottolaugh

buteventuallylaughedlookingasideastheyheld

hands.RosesmiledlookingathimandBreeze

smiledfromacornerlookingatthembeforeleaning

againstthewall.

Kagisolookedatheragainbutcouldn'thelpbut

blushandsodidshe.

Rose:(smiling)I'msosorry.Justthatyou'vebeen

quiteeversinceIgothere.

Kagiso:(laughs)soyouthoughtIwasmute.

Rose:Youdidn'tgivemeadoubt.

Kagiso:WellRosella..Icanttalk.Icandowhatever

youarecapableofdoingasahuman.Ialsousea

bathroom.

Rose:(laughs)Iwasn'tgoingtoaskthat.



Breezefrownedlookingatthem.Rosehasn't

laughedwithanyoneinadecadebutsmileonlyor

chuckle.Hestoodstraightlookingatthemand

couldn'thelpbutsmileevenmore.

Heshookhisheadandcheckedthetime.Hehated

toruinthisbutitwastimeforthemtoleave.He

walkedoverandtheykeptquietlookingathim.

Kagiso:MrLyon.

Breeze:CallmeDad.

Kagiso:What?

Breeze:youmakingmesoundoldandyoucantcall

mebymyname.I'mnotyouragemate.

Kagiso:(smiling)soI'msupposedtocallyoudad?

Breeze:yeahuntilwefindawayforyoutocallme.

Actuallyit'sgoodcourseyou'llbepreparingmeina

way.

Rose:Wooww...isAuntyGailorSagipregnant?

Breeze:What?No..Anywayit'stimetogo.Willsee



youtomorrowman.

Kagiso:ohk..thankyoubytheway.Idon'tknow

whatIcouldhavedoneifyouhadn'tshowedup.I

reallyappreciateyourhelp.Ioweyoubigtime.

Breeze:yeahyoudo.

Rose:Nohedoesn't.

Breeze:Wenashutup.Thisismenbusiness.

Rose:youshouldn'thavesaidthat.Youjustdigged

yourselfahellwhole.

Breeze:Youjustmetthisguyandalreadyyour

defendinghim.Heiwenayouoweme.Wenalet's

go.Keepwelldude.

Kagiso:Bye.

Rose:(smiling)Byewhat?

Kagiso:(smiling)ByeRose.

Rose:(smiling)Unclehedidn'tsaydad.

Kagiso:(smiling)ohkbyeRoseand(hesitantly)Dad

.



Theyalllaughedastheybothheadedout.Kagiso

shookhisheadbeforesinkingdowncarefullyand

laiddownsmiling.She'ssoamazinglyperfect.

INTHECAR

BreezeopenedthedoorforRoseandshegotin

beforeheclosedandwenttohisside.Hegotin

andclosedthedoorandstartedtheengineand

lookedathersmiling.

Breeze:areyouohk?

Rose:(smiling)mmhh.Whynot?

Breeze:nothing.Justthatyou'vebeensmiling

sincewegotout.

Rose:Inotuncle.Butdidyoureallyhavetotellhim

tocallyoudad.

Breeze:couldn'tthinkofanythingforhimtocallme



with.

Rose:UncleorBrotherwouldhavedoneit.

Breeze:Nah..Ialreadyhavepeoplecallingmethat

soIneedanewname.DaddyBreezeforhim.

Rose:butthat'stortureuncle.Kidnapping.

Breeze:noit'snot.

Rose:itis.

Breezedroveastheykeptarguingkeepingitupand

wenttobuyfoodbeforeheadingtotheLyons

Mansion.

AtTheResort.

Gaildrankchampagnefromtheglassandputit

downlookingatMxolisiwhohasbeenlookingat

herforquiteawhilenow.Shenarrowedhereyes

smilingandlookedasideavoidinghiseyesand

pickedafry.



Gail:(blushing)What?

Mxo:isitwrongtoadmire.I'mmeanifitisIcould

stop.

Gail:yournotadmiring.Yourstaring,itsrude.

Mxo:(chuckles)saidwho?

Gail:Me.

Mxo:WellI'mnotstaringI'madmiringlove.Sotell

memoreaboutyourself.

Gail:there'sreallynothingmuchtoknowaboutme.

Mxo:There'snosuchathing.Weallhavealotto

sayaboutourselveswe'rejustnotusedtotalk

aboutourselves.

Gail:mmh..I'mAbigailSele.MarriedtoBreeze

Lyon.I'm28.IwasborninCapetownbutraisedin

Soweto.Ihaveacrazysisterwife,SagiMorgan

Lyon.IownGailGallery.

Mxo:(chuckles)That'sit?

Gail:Yeah..



Mxo:Tellmemore.Aboutyourfamily,your

childhood,yourlikesanddislikesyoucouldeven

tellmeaboutyourhusbandifyouwantto.

Gail:Myhusband?

Mxo:yeah..whynot.

Gail:ohk..IwasborntoShelleyandSamuelSele.I

have3siblingsandI'mthelastone.Mychildhood

wasjustlikeanyregularkidschildhood.Iwasno

differentfromanyotherchildren.Myparentswere

strict.ImetmyhusbandinprimarywhenIwasin

the6thgradeandhewasingrade7.Our

relationshipkickedoffwheniwasingrade8andhe

wasingrade9.Hewasaveryverybadboyinhigh

school.Heusedtodisrespectteachersandwasa

bully.Hewasalwayscoughtinafight.Hefought

oversmallthingsandthatwastriggeredalltheway

fromhome.Hisparentsdiedinthehandsofhis

lovedones.HemetSagiwhenIwereinthesame

class,grade12andtheirrelationshipkickedoff

therewithoutmyknowledge.Igottoknowaboutit

whenwewereincollege.Ihatedthisgirlwithevery

bitofme.,butwhenIgottoknowher,irealizedi



wastoquicktojudgeher.Kanaweoncefoughtin

compassmeandherbecomeofhim,andallhe

saidwas"Nowthatisabestwaytostarta

relationship"(chuckles)

Mxo:Hesoundscrazy.Butitworked.Buthow?

Gail:heis.Itdidwork.Hetookusbothonadate

andlockedusinaroomforlikea2monthforcing

ustogettoknoweachother.Hewouldcome

checkuponusandbelike"babewhat'sSagis

favoritemeal""SagididGailtellyouwhathelikes

anddislikeswhenhavingsex""Gailwhat'sSagis

favoritesexposition""What'sherdeepestsecret"

allthosequestions.Untilfinallywegottoocloseto

eackotherandkneweachother.Hehelpedmealot

withmycareerandeverything.Thentwoyearsago

weallgotmarriedthesamedaytilltoday.

Mxo:What'shedoingforaliving?

Gail:heownsaclub.Club808.

Mxo:thatall?Hedoesn'thaveanotherhustleaside

justincasetheclubshutsdown?

Gail:nothat'sit.Theclubishisbabywithhis



friend.Hegrewupwithit.Itstartedasasmall

placetojusthavefunasteenagersuntilitgrewinto

whatitis.

Mxo:Soallthericheshehascomefromoneclub

thatherunswithhisfriend?

Gail:yeah.

Mxo:Thatcantbe.Thatguyhasover10millionin

hisaccountandallthatcomesfromonesingleclub

.

Gail:(swallowed)whyareyouaskingsomuch

aboutthis?

Mxo:NoI'mjustaskingbabe.Justthatit'shardto

believethatonecangetrichfromoneclub.

Gail:Wellthatclubmakesprettymuchthanyou

couldpossiblyimagine.Inanightitcanmakemore

thousandsandthousands.

Mxo:oh..sotherearen'tany-youknowwhatlet's

enjoyourmealbabe.

Gailsmiledandtooktheforkandknifeeatingwhile



Mxolookedatherwithhisheadbalancedonhis

handssmiling.

.

.

.

.

Idontfeelwelltoday.I'lltypealongerone

tomorrow I'mreallysorry .

.

.

.

COMMENT

[08/02,13:37]Lynne :Chapter28

AtTheLyonsMansion.



Breezeparkedthecarandtheybothsteppedout.

Thesmilehasn'tshookfromherfaceanditwas

pleasingtoseethissiteofher.Theywalkedinthe

houseandDineoappearedfromthestairsand

smiledwalkingtowardsthem.

Dineo:youlooklikeyouhadfun.

Rose:Idid.EventhoughIwasatthehospitalthe

wholeday.

Dineo:hospitaldoingwhat?

Rose:(lookedatBreeze)Wewenttoseeuncle'sson

.

Breezecoughedbeforelookingaroundthenbackat

them.

Breeze:isanyonehome?

Dineo:yessir.MrsLyon.She'sintheirroom.I'llgo



callhim.

Breeze:Uhmnoitsohk.Iwillgocheckher,I'm

sureyouguyshavealottocatchupon.

HewinkedatRoseandshesmiledpullingDineoto

thekitchen.Breezelookedatherandsighedbefore

joggingupthestairs.

Hereachedthedooranddidn'tbotherknockingand

wentin.HefoundJanelayingonthebedinher

nightdressthathadpulleduprevealingherbutt

cheeks.Heturnedhisfacelookingattheview

beforelockingthedoorashispantsexpanded.

Janeheardthedoorlockandwokeuplookingatthe

doorwhenshecamefacetofacewithBreezeand

theykissed.Breezeputherbacktobedgettingon

herasshehelpedpullouthissweater.Hishands

scannedhisbodyandpulledoutthepantiesbefore

playingwithhercookie.Histouchsentpleasureup

herbody.Withoutwastingtimeshehelphimpull

downhispantsandboxerswhenhismamba

sprangouttoherentrance.Shecouldneverget



usedtothis.

Jane:Rose.

Breeze:She'soccupied.

Jane:Breezewait.

Breeze:Iwon'tbelong.

Jane:but..

Breeze:ItoldyouIhatebeingdisturbed.

Heshutherwithakisspushinghimselfinwhenshe

stretchedandflinchedpullingoutfrontthekisswith

afrown.Sheraisedherlowerbodywhenhe

stoppedlettingheradjustandkissedherandshe

relaxedandhestartedgrindinginandoutoffher

slowlybeforeincreasingthekiss.Shebitherlip

andrememberedthattheroomwassoundproofed

andletoutenjoyingthedick.Hewasthebestin

thisandmen...

**********



Breeze'sspeedincreasedhisspeedastheirbodies

clappedagainstoneanotheronthecornerofthe

bedhittingitfrombehind.Mounsandgroansfilled

theroomwhenJaneputherhandonhishandon

hiswaist.

Jane:(mouning)I'm..im..ohmyGod..

Breezegaveherthelaststrokesbeforerealizing

insideofherholdingontightonherwaistshooting.

Janelandedonthebedwithherassupashewas

stillpluggedinsideofher.Hepulledoutwithatrail

andlethersinkdownthebedandwalkedtothe

insuitwashinghisdickandpackeditbeforewetting

aclothandwentback.Hewipedherandwentto

herclosetandcamebackwithherpantiesand

madeherwearitwhileshewasasleep.Herpicked

herandputheronthecouchandandtookthe

beddingandwenttoputitinthebathandfilledthe

tab.Hewentoutandputheronthebedandputa

fleeceonherbeforekissingherforeheadasshe



laidasleep.Shewassocuteandthepregnancy

treatedherverywell.Heranhisfingeronher

jawlineandsighed.

Breeze:Don'tletanothermanfuckyouwhileyour

carryingmychild.Notevenhim.

Hebuthislipandstoodupcheckinghiswristwatch

.Hesbeeninthereforabout30mins.Heshook

hisheadandunlockedthedoorleavingitwideopen

andwentdownstairs.RoseandDineochattedin

thekitchenandhebreathedoutbeforewalkingout

andwenttohiscar,gotinanddroveoff.

Meanwhileinthekitchen.

Rosecutthecarrotsandputtheminthepotandstir

whenDineoaddedalittlebitofsaltbeforepeeling

thepotatoes.

Dineo:Ihearyougirl.Butwhosethismysterious



goddessthatmakesyoubeallsmiley?Didyoueven

catchhisnameoryouguyswerejustsmilingand

admiringeachother?

Rose:Well(smiling)hisnameisKagiso.Hesjust

soamazing.Idontknowalotabouthimyetbut

there'sthisfeelingthatkeepspushingmetowant

toknowhimevenbetter.ButI'mnotsureifuncle

willallowmetocomewithhimeverytimehegoesto

seehim.

Dineo:doyoulikehim?

Rose:(blushing)Dineo..Ijustmetthisguyforchrist

sake.

Dineo:frommylookofeye,youseemlikeyoulike

him.Wecallthatloveatfirstsightifyouforgot.

Andnoyoudontneedpermissiontolovedarlingor

goseehim.Youknowwhereheisright.Youknow

wheretofindhimandyouryardisfullofguards

andcarssoletsasenotlelomma.

Rose:DineoIjustcan'tleaveandgojumpuptoa

stranger.HeisamazingandwhenItouchedhim..it

waslike..Idontknow.Likewehadsomesortofa



connectionorsomething.Idon'tknowhowhefelt

buttomeitwassomethingelse.

Dineo:yousee.Youlovehim.Yourmeanttobe.

Rose:Nowearenot.Idontknowthisguy.And

besidesIoncehearddadsayinghewouldn'tallow

metodateuntilI'm35soimwaiting.

Dineo:Shutmybackdoor!Wareengwena?35?

Kanannanarragoakatswaanalediplanforyour

futureandthatmeanstyingyourknottedsinceyou

couldn't.Givethisashotatheart.Holdontothis

andseeiflast.

Rose:(sadly)yeahthat'sthething..Nothinglasts.

Sheturnedaroundandcontinuedstaringwhen

Dineoletgooftheknifeandlookedathersadly

beforecontinuing.

Onthewayback.



MxostoleglancesatGailandsmiledholdingtight

tothewheel.MeanwhileGailtriedhardnottosmile

andfinallydid.Mxopulledherhandandkissedit

beforeputtingitonthegearandchangedthegear

withherbeforeholdingon.Withtheirhandsonthe

gear,Gaillookedattheirhandsandlookedathim

whenguiltstruckandshelookedoutside.Mxo

lookedatherandkissedherhandagaindrivingwith

onehand.

Mxo:Areyouohk?

Gail:(smiling)Yeah..I'mfine.

AblackMercedesappearedinfrontofthem.Gail

noticedthenumberplateandthecolourwhenshe

quicklysankdownwithapoundingheartandit

spedpastthem.Mxolisilookedatherlookinglikea

littlegirlandcouldn'thelpbutlaugh.Gailhidher

faceandsatbackcoveringherfacelaughingashe

laughedsohard.



Mxo:(laughing)Wtf..

Gail:that'smyhusbanddumbheadandyour

laughing.Heisdangerous.

Mxo:SoamI.Butdidyoureallyhavetohideunder

theseat?

Gail:dontexaggerate..Ijustsank.

Mxo:Didn'tlooklikethattome.Youweredoing

morethanjusthiding.It'slikeyougetterrified

whenyouseehim.Why?

Gail:Nothingserious.

Mxo:sothere'smoretothathiding.What'she

doingtoyouAbigail?Isheabusingyou?

Gail:what?no.Breezewouldneverdothattome.

Helovesme.HealwaysmakessurethatI

rememberandknowthat.That'sallheevergives

me

Mxo:ohyoumeantoughlove.

Gail:No..



Mxolisiclenchedhisjawsandpulledbythesideof

theroadandcheckedhisphonebeforeputtingit

downlookingatGail.

Mxolisi:Gailtalktome.Coursenowyournot

makingsense.IsBreezeabusingyou?

Gail:Isaidhe'snot.

Mxo:GailIpromisedtoprotectyouandI'mnot

goingtobreakmywordjustbecauseyourholding

back.Ifheisjustbeopenwithme.Thiswillstay

betweenus.IsBreezehittingyouordidheeverhit

you?

Gail:(lookedoutside)Noheneverdid.Andhe

wouldn't.

Mxo:Youknowyoulookstupidwhenyoulie.Your

lyingandyouravoidingmyeyesAbi.Whyisitso

hardforyoutoopenuptome.Whyareyoulying

courseIcanseethatyourholdingback?Whywont

youletmein.

Gail:(shout)CourseI'mprotectingyou!



Mxo:Fromwhat?

Gail:He'llkillyou.

Mxo:Whywouldhedothat?Forbeingyourfriend

ortryingtogetclosetoyou.

Gail:No..buthe'snotwhatyoupainthimas.Hes

notawomanabuser.Hemightbealitofthingsbut

not(low)that.

Mxo:(sigh)Fine.Youdontwannatalkfine.You

don'twantmetoreachout,fine.Thenwearenot

goinganywhereuntilyoutellmewhathedoesto

youthatyoursoafraidofhim.Yourgoingtotellme

likeitornot.

Gail:Nowyour-

Mxo:ohhellyeahbabecallmewhateveryoulikeas

longasitpleasesyoubutwearenotgoing

anywhereuntilyoutellme.

Gail:itsgettinglate.Ishouldbehome.Startthe

engineanddrive.

Mxo:no.

Gail:Icandrive.



Mxo:Areyoureadytotalk?

Gail:I'mgonnacallt-

Mxo:Who?Sagi?Thecrazysisterwifewhowants

younowherenearmen.Howareyougoingto

explainthis.Breeze?Thesamepersonyouhid

whenhepassedby,hidinginanotherguyscaron

topofthat.Jack?Thesamebrothertoyour

husbandwhoispushingtohardtoearnBreezes

trust,surelyhe'lltellhimjusttogetclose.Jane?

Thebrotherswife?Surelyshe'lltellherhusband

andherhusbandwilltellBreeze.Thesameperson

whomakesyourlegsicecold.

Gail:(teary)What'swrongwithyou?

Mxo:Ijustwantwhat'sbestforyou.

Gail:(teary)Noyoudont.

Mxo:Thenlet'swaitIfyoudontwanttotalkandI'll

takeyouhomeat9PM.Howthat?

Gail:No!

Mxo:Whynot?

Gail:(burst)He'llbeatme!



Itwaslikeeverythingarounddidn'texist..Mxolisi

clenchedhisjawsandlookedather.Tears

streameddownhercheekandsheleanedback

lookingoutsidethewindowcrying.

Gail:(teary)yourrightI'mscared.Butheonlydid

thatonce.Heneverlaidhishandsonmeotherthan

then.He'smyhusbandandIlovehim.Hemadea

mistakeandIforgivehim.Itwasonlyonceandhe

apologized.

Mxo:So..hehityou.Whywouldn'tyoutellme?

Gail:CourseIdon'tknowyouMxolisi.Youjust

cameintomylifejustlikethatdontexpecttoget

everydetailaboutmymarriage.We'vebeen

throughalotmoreworsethanthis.

Mxo:whatcouldpossiblybeworsethanhimraising

hishandonyou.Whydidheevendothat?

Gail:I..Irecievedadiamondnecklaceandthanked

him.Buttomysurpriseitwasn't.Ikeptonsayingit



washimuntilhelostitandhitme.Hebuysus

diamondsnecklacesbutnotthatkindcourseIonce

toldhimIdontlikehugenecklaces.IguessI

pushedtoohard.Butherealizedhismistakeand

camebacktoapologizeandIforgavehim.

Mxo:Whyaareyousofuckingsoft!Itsguyslike

himthatkeepplayingwithyouremotionsand

eventuallyyou'llloseyourselfesteem.He'sgonna

doitagainandagaincourseonceyoulethimget

awaywithityougivehimthepoweroveryou.

Anyway..let'sgetgoing.

Hestartedtheengineanddroveoffwhileshe

staredoutside.

AtGail'sGallery.

Mxolisiparkedthecarandtheysatinsilence

lookingoutside.Hereachedforherhandand

kisseditbeforepullingherchinlookingather.Her



lipsweresodrawingandbuthislip.Helookedin

hereyesastheyslowlyleanedin.Heheldher

cheekandpulledherandtheirlipstouchedand

finallytheyFrenchkissed.

Withbloodrushingthroughtheirveins,thewhole

carheatedandGailsankherhanddownhisabs

andintohisexpandedpants.

Sherubbedhimwhenheleanedtheseatandpicked

herupwithoutbreakingthekiss.Heranhishand

aroundherbodyandhelpedheroutofherjacket

andshirtandcamefacetofacewithherboobs.

Babywasn'twearinganybra.Hesmiledandkissed

herboobsrunninghishandinsideherpantsand

intoherpantiesandshewasmadlysoaked.She

gaspedashermoansbecameloudandsheheldon

tohisheadashesuckedherbreastswhileshe

playedwithhisdick.

Theytookabreathandkissedwhenhehelpedher

outofhertrouserandtorethepantieswhenshe

frowned.



Mxo:I'llbuyyouapackofpinkdiamondpanties.

Shegiggledwhensheunzippedhispantsand

loweredthemtohiskneesalongwithhisboxers.

Shelookedathisdickandhelditbitingherlips.He

lookedatherandpulledherchinkissingher.

Mxo:(softly)youdon'thavetoifyoudontwantto.

Gail:(low)I..Iwantit.Iwantthis.

Shekissedhimandheheldherbuttslowlylowering

herasitpushedit'swaythroughandshefrowned

beforerealizingamounwhenitfinallyfitallin.She

satabitadjustingtoit.Herwapholdingontightto

hisshittwaslikebeenthrowntoanotherlandof

living.Hekissedherassheslowlywentupand

downonhimwithhishelp.Damndoeseveryguy

shemeetshavetohaveabigdick?Butshitwas

gooood.

*****



Sheridtheshitoutofhimwiththecarshakinglike

fuckandwhenshewasclosehehelpedherkeep

goingwhentheybothreleasedandshecollapsed

onhischestsweating.Hesmiledkissingherhead

andputbackhisdickwhenshefrownedtired.

Gail:No...

Mxo:don'tworrybabe.Justlettingitsleepinits

rightfulplace.Rest.

Shewentdownabittakingitallinandbitherlipas

sheslowlydozedoffwhiletheyhugged.

.

.

.

.

.Comment.Itriedtoday



[08/02,13:37]Lynne :Chapter29

AtBreezeshouse.

Around23h00

BreezesatonthecouchinthebedroomcallingGail

butshedidn'tpickup.Hesighedthinkingtheworst

.Whatifwhathisconfessiontocheatandpleasure

droveheraway.Heshookhisheadandstoodup

goingdownstairsandtookouthisphonetextinghis

ITandsentthemessage.

Sagisatonthehighchairwithabottleofwinenext

toherandherphoneinherhand.Shepickedthe

bottleanddrankfromthemouthandputitdown.

Shetappedthephoneinthebackcountlesstimes

anddialedGailforthe30thtimebutstillitdidn't

answer.

Breezewalkeddownthestairshirtlesswithonlyhis

trackpantsrevealingeverypieceofhim.Sagiseye

landedonhisbuiltbodywiththeirnamestattedon



hischest.Sherememberedthisdaylikeitwas

yesterday,thedaytheyforcedhimtotattootheir

namesonhim.Butthosedayshavepassed,the

gooddayshadcometothepast.

Sheswallowedbeforepouringintheglassashe

leanedonthecountercomingfacetofacewithher.

Thisdarkbabyfaceofherswasevenmorecute

whenshewasworried.Shedrankherwinebut

eventuallypickedthebottlewhenhegrabbedit

fromherholdingitinhishand.

Sagi:Bringitback.

Breeze:no.

Sagi:Breezebringmyshitback.

Breeze:whyareyoudrinkinglikethis?Iknowyour

worriedandsoamIbutnowyouroverdrinking.

Sagi:youweredrinkingaswellwhostoppedyou?

Gailisn'tansweringmycallsandItriedherforthe

30thtimenow.Whatifsomethinghappenedtoher?

Breeze:Dontthinklikethatbabeplease.Iknow



yourworriedbutdrinkingisnotanoption.Ithought

youoffallpeoplewillknowthat.

Hepinchedhercheekandwenttospillthewhole

bottleinthesink.Hetookaglassandpourwater

beforegivingittoherandsatnexther.Hesmiled

lookingathernewhairdoanddiditlookgreaton

her!.Hesmiledbeforetuckingthehairbehindher

earandheldherhand.

Shelookedattheirhandsandlookedathim.She

knewthatsomethingwasupbutcouldn'tputa

fingeronin.Hewasdifferentthisdays.Shepulled

herhandanddrankthewaterashesadlylookedat

her.

Breeze:Let'stalk.

Sagi:Your..(swallowed)Different.

Breeze:Whatdoyoumean?

Sagi:youchanged.It'slikemyhusbandisreplaced

bysomeoneso..Idon'tknow.



Breeze:Nothinghaschangedwithmebaby.Instill

thesameguyyoufellinlovewith,theoneyou

married.Myloveforyougrowsdeeperanddeeper

everyday.

Sagi:(teary)WhydoIhaveafeelingthatthat'snot

true?

Hisheartshutteredtothesoundofherpainfulvoice

.Lookingatherlikethisnowmadeeverythingclear

.Hecheatedonhiswife'sandbackstabbedhis

brother.Heslowlypulledhishandsandleanedon

thecounterasitallsank.Somethingheneverfelt

everbefore.Mixedupfeelings.Itwasnowthathe

realizedthathehasfeelingsforJaneandatthe

sametimehelovedhiswife's.

MeanwhileSagi'sheartshutteredintopiecesnot

recievingareplyfromhimandthatrighttherewasa

redflag.Sheblinkedseveraltimestryingtohold

thetearsbackwhentheybetrayedherandinrolled

downhercheekthentheotheronefollowed

followedbytherest.



MeanwhileBreezesawherteardroponthecounter

andheraisedhisheadlookingatherwhenshe

turnedherfaceawaysilentlycryingwithherchinin

hershoulder.

Breeze:Babe?

Sagi:(breaking)Whoisshe?

Breeze:Noone.

Sagi:(facedhimintears)yourlying!

Hebithislipbeforetryingtoholdherbutshe

movedintearslookingathim.Sheshookherhead

beforesittingbackplayingwithherfingersonthe

counterwhenhereyesfellonherdiamondring.

Shetouchedinplayingwithitaroundherfinger

whilehelookedatherwithapoundingheart.He

neverthoughtthatthethoughtofherleavingwould

terrifyhimsobad.

Sagi:(sniffed)Todayyouwerethelastpersontobe



withher.Whatdidyousaytoher?

Breeze:Nothing..Iswear.

Sagi:(softly)again..yourlying.

Breeze:(sighed)ohk..I..Iconfessed.

Sagi:confessedwhat?Thatyoucheatedandthose

pantiesweren'tours?ThatIwasrightallalong.

Thatyouleftusandjumpedintoanotherwomans

legs?Thatyoutappedanotherwomanwhilewe

werehereinyourhousewaitingforyoutocome

home?

Breeze:Yes.

Herheartsankstraightintoherstomachand

crushedwhenshesmiledwithtearsrollingdown

hercheek.Shelookedathimsmilingandfinally

laughedoutthepainbutthatdidn'thelp,insteadit

hurtmore.Shefrownedandfinallybustedcrying.

Breezelookedatherandnowitwasclearhedidn't

knowwhattodo.Hercriescutdeeperthanaknife.

Heclenchedhisjawswhenhisphonerang.He



lookedatherandsighedwalkingtothelivingroom

andanswering.

Breeze:Yeah.

Caller:Wefoundher.She'sstillathergallery.Her

carisstillthere.

Breeze:hercarisstillthere?Areyoukiddingme?.

Isaidlookforhernotherfuckencar!Iwanther!

Caller:Thisiswhereherphoneandcarleadus.

Plushernecklacesir.

Breeze:Fine.I'llbethere.

Heclenchedhisjawsbeforejoggingupthestairs

andcamebackwearingasweaterandNikekicks.

Hepassedbythekitchenandstoodbyher.He

hesitantlyliftedhishandandtouchedherbackas

shesilentlycried.Herubbedherbackbefore

pullingherclosehuggingher.Shewrappedher

handsaroundhisneckwhenheliftedherandput

heronthecounterandsatlikethatfor3mins.



Breeze:I'msorry.

Shedidn'treplywhenshegotdownandpushedhim

back.Shewenttothedrawersandpulleditlooking

insideforawholeminute.Breezesmiledtakinga

fewstepsbackwhenallofasuddenaknifeflew

pasthimfollowedbythatglassofwaterandit

brokeonthewall.

Breeze:WtF!

Sagi:(crying)ithurts!

Shecamerunningtowardshimholdingaknife

whenheranoutthedoorandlockedwhenshe

bangedthedoorshoutingfromtheinside.He

sighedbreathingoutandjoggedtowardsthecar

anddroveoutbeforesheusesanotherdoor.

MeanwhileSagistabbedthedoorreleasingthepain

inherheartwhenshemistakenlycutherinnerhand



courseherhandslidandbloodflowedout.She

screamedrunningtothekitchenleavingatrailof

bloodandputherhandinthesinkopeningthetap

crying.

AtGail'sGallery.

WithGaillayingonhischestheheadfootstepsand

liftedhishead.ThreemenwenttowardsGail'scar

holdingtorcheslookinginside.Anotheronehelda

tabletanddidwhathedidbeforesteppingcloserto

theGallerydoorandwenttocrackthedoorpinand

itunlocked.Theyallwentinsidewhileanotherone

stoodoutside.

MxolisislowlyshookGailwhohaddozedoffonhis

chestnakedwithhiminsideofher.

Gail:(sleepy)mmmhh..

Mxo:Gettotheothersidebabe.

Gail:(sleepy)Wait..let'ssleepalittlebitlonger.



Please.

Mxo:PleasejumptotheseatandIpromiseyou'll

haveallthesleepyouwantwithmeinsideofyou.

Shesmiledstillsleepyandhekissedherbefore

helpinghertothepassengersseet.Shelayed

asleepandhepulledhisjacketandputitonher.

Shewassobeautifulthatforasecondhegotlost

inherbeautyforgettingthattheirlookingforher.

Hesnappedoutofitandtookoffeveryjewellery

shewaswearingincludingtheringandputthemin

thebagbeforestartingtheengine.Heslowlydrove

pastabinandthrewherbaginsideandsteppedon

itdrivingoffwithfullspeed.

Onthewayhenoticedafamiliarcarandsmiled

drivingpastit.

MeanwhileBreezelookedatthecarontheside

mirrorwhenitclickedthatthiswasforthesecond

timeheseesit.Henarrowedhiseyesanddrove

intotheparkinglotrightwhereMxolisihadparked

beforeandsteppedoutwalkingtowardsthe



building.Thetwomensteppedoutliftingtheir

shoulders.

Men1:Shesnothere.

Breeze:Areyoukiddingmerightnow!

Men2:Igotsomething.

Thementrailedthetrackerwhenitledhimtoabin.

Hesighedandopenedthebintakingoutherbag

andwalkedbacktoBreeze.

Men2:Ifoundthis.

Breezetookherbagandsighedlookingatit.Worry

andfearoccupiedhim.Whatifsomethingbad

happenedtoher.Thethirdmenlookedaround

whenhenoticedthatthecarthatwasparkedthere

hadleftandBreezehadparkedthere.



Men3:Thecar.IthinkshewasInthecarthatjust

left.

Breeze:Whatcar?Whosecar?Whichkind?

Men:AredPorsche.IfI'mnotmistaken.

Breeze:Sh*t!Didn'tyoucheckallthecarslikeI

instructedyouto?Kanakelepatelaalotofmoney.

Whatifthatguyorwomanisafrickinserialkiller?

Damn!

Hewalkedtothecarandslammedthedoorleaving

themandhitthewheel.Helookedatherbagand

turnedthelightsonbeforeopeningitpouringout

herstuffontheseathopingforanotebutnon.In

factherweddingringwasthelastonetofallout.

Hisheartskippedandheslowlytookitinhishand

lookingatit.Sosheleftwithanotherguytostarta

wholeknelife.AsharppainstruckInhisheart

whenhetouchedhischestleaningonthewheel.A

minutelaterhegotupandstartedtheengine

drivingoff.



AttheHospital.

Thedoorscratchedonthetileopeningashelayed

therethinkingaboutgoinghome.Averychillyair

filledtheroommakinghisbloodrushdownhis

body.Somethingscratchedhimunderneathhisfoot

andhejumpedterrifiedonlytoseesomethinghe

neverthoughthe'dsee.Thereshewas.Thegirlin

awhitedressandunclearface.

Kagiso:Whoareyou?

Tohissurprisehewasnotscared,notatall.He

heldhischestwhenthethoughtofheswallowed

hisfearcrossedhim.Butno..

Kagiso:Whyareyoufollowingme?Whatdoyou

want?Whoareyou?

Her:You..aretheChosenone.



Kagiso:chosenWhat?Whyme?Bywho?

Her:youwerechosenbyafriend.

Hervoicestartedfadingandslowlyandslowlyso

didshe.***Kagisopoppedfromhissleep

scanningaroundwithapoundingheartandsweat

drippingoffhisface.Heheldhischestleaning

backandtriedtakingbreathexcercisesuntilhewas

calm.

BackatBreezeshouse

Breezeunlockedthedoorandgotinandwhenhe

shitithefrownedlookingatthecutsandblood.He

turnedaroundashisheartbeatincreased.Heput

Gail'sbagonthetableandfollowedthetrailof

bloodintothekitchen.HefoundSagisittingonthe

floorwithabloodydishclotharoundherhand

holdingabottleofwhiskeyinherhandallmessed

up.Shelookedbehindhimandchuckleddrunk



drinkingherliquorashestoodtherelookingather.

Sagi:letmeguess..She'scheatingalso(giggle)

Shelaughedwhenthepainincreasedandshe

frownedstandingupwithherlockedlegs.She

threwherheadbackmovingthehairoffherface

andwalkedtowardshimdrunkholdingthebottlein

herhand.Sheleanedonhisface.

Sagi:Ifyouguysarecheatingonme.I'mgonnakill

them.Ohk?

Sheliftedherbloodyhand.

Sagi:Onebyonebyonebyonebyone..

Shesmiledandwalkedpassedhimsingingthe

"Onebyone"balancingherselfwiththewall

walkingupstairs.MeanwhileBreezebithislip



lookingatallherbloodinthekitchenandknewthat

thatwasnotathreatbutaPROMISE.

.

.
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Thenextmorning.

Rosegotupfromherbedwithasmileupherface.

Shemovedherhairfromherfaceandgotup

openingthecurtains.Ithasbeenawhilesinceshe

didthisforherself.



ThedooropenedandJanewalkedin.Roselooked

atherandsmiledbeforerunningintoherarmsand

theyhuggedbeforesittingonthebed.

Rose:momyourglowing.Givemewhateveryour

using.

Jane:whatdoyoumeanI'mglowing?I'vealways

beenlikethisjustthatyoudidn'tpaytoomuch

attentiontome.What'swithalltheenthusiasm?

Whatdidyouandyourunclegetuptoyesterday?

Rose:(smiling)Nothing...

Shestooduptakingoffhernightdressthrowingit

onthebedasJanelookedatherwaitingforan

answertothisnewher.

Jane:Rose...

Rose:fine,wewenttohishouseandIsaidhelloto

auntSagiandGailthenwewenttoseehisson.



Jane:(heartskipped)waitwhat?

Rose:Yesthat..hisson.Crazyright?

Shechuckledandtookoffherpantieswalkinginto

theshowerandturnedthewateron.

MeanwhileJanescoffedasangeroccupiedherand

shestooduprushingout.Shewenttotheirroom

andchangedintoadresswhenJacksteppedoutof

theshowerwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist.

Jack:Hey..whereareyourushingoffto?

Jane:Wouldyouatleastoncetrytostayoutofmy

business.Beingmarriedtoyoudoesn'tmeanyou

actuallyhavetoknoweverylittlebitofmeormy

whereabouts.

Jack:(frown)Excuseme.

Shetiedherhairandpickedhercarkeysandwhen

shewasabouttoexittheroomJackshutitbefore



standingbeforeher.

Jack:Weneedtotalk!

Jane:Well...Cantwhateveryouwanttosaytome

waituntilIcomeback?

Jack:Noitcant,weneedtotalkaboutitrightnow!

Jane:ohwellunfortunatelydearhusband,I'mon

mywayoutsowhateveritisitbetterwait.

Shepushedhimasideandopenedthedoorgoing

out.Jackturnedlookingatthedoorconfusedto

whatshejustsaid.Itwaslikethewomanhe

marriedchangedinasinglenight.Hesighedand

pickedhisphoneonthebeddialingJacob.

Jacob:Oldfriend.

Jack:Lestcutthechasenowshallwe?

Jacob:finebyme.



Jack:Iwantyoutogivemeyourwordthatifmy

daughterismarriedtoyourson,you'lldowhatever

inyourpower,witheverycellinyourbodytoprotect

her.ThatnomatterwhatmatteryouandIare

gonnahaveinthefutermydaughterwillalwaysbe

onyournumberprioritylist.Thatw-

Jacob:Jack.Itoldyouthatyourdaughterisalsoa

daughtertome.Webothwantourchildrenbackto

themselves.Youwantyourdaughtertobeherself

againandIwantmysontocomebackhome.This

istheonlyway.AndyesIpromiseyoufromthe

bottomofmyheart,comehighorlow,your

daughtershallliveinpeaceandprotected.Her

wishwillbeourcommand.

Jack:fine.

Jane:Youmadearightchoicemyfriend.Ipromise

youthatyouwillnotliveyoregretthis.DoesJane

knowaboutthis?

Jack:prepareeverything.Leavemyfamilytome.I

wantthisoverasinlikeyesterday.

Jacob:Ohk.I'llgathermyfamilyandweshallbe



thereinthenext3daysforthenegotiations.Ihope

thisgoeswell.

Jack:sodoI.

Hehangupandreleasedaheavysighandsat

downcountingthehateinhisfamilieseyes,

especiallyRosella.Butit'sforthebest.Hegotup

andwenttogetdressedbeforeleaving.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezescrabedthebloodoffthefloorshakinghis

headandfinallythrewthebrushinthewater

standingup.Hewenttohisbarandtookouta

bottleofwhiskeyandpouredinaglass.Hehearda

cardrivingthroughandsighedashisheart

pounded.Hestoodupholdingtheglassandwent

tothedoorsteppingout.Tohissurpriseitwasn't

whohethoughtitwas.



Janesteppedoutofthecarandrushedtowards

him.Aslaplandedonhischeekandhertuned

lookingatherwithnarrowedeyebrowasshestood

therebrewing.

Breeze:goodmorningtoyoutoo.Iseemyguy

wokeupviolentinthere.

Jane:Stopwiththatcrap.Whenwereyouplanning

ontellingme?

Breeze:Tellyouwhat?

Jane:Thatyouhaveabloodyson!

Breeze:(laughing)Sothat'sit?Youjustdroveall

thewayfromyourhousejusttoconfrontmeabout

mehavingason.WhatIfIdid?

Jane:Theleastyoucouldhavedoneistellmeyou

hadasoninsteadofhearingthisfromRose.

Breeze:Ohk..holdonmamadearest.IfIremember

clearly...youandIhaveonlyonethingbindingus

togetherhere.Thatbabyyourcarrying.Ifitwasn't

forthatwehavenobusinessatallexceptthatyour



mysisterinlaw.SowhateverIdoorhaveorhave

doneisnonofyourGoddamnbusiness.Including

whetherIhaveasonornot.AndifI'mcorrect

stressingisnotgoodforthebaby.Soleavemy

businessalonebeforeyouhurtmychild.

Jane:yoursopathetic.Youknowforasecondi

thoughtmaybeyourdifferentorshouldisayhoped

thatyou'dbedifferentnowthatyouhaveachildon

thewayandyou'll-

Breeze:confess?Tellallmysecretstoyou?Open

uptoyou?

Jane:yes...BreezeIthoughtyouandIhada

connection.Somethingwas-

Breeze:Wellyouthoughtwrong.Clearly.

Janelookedathimwhentearsblurredhersiteand

shesteppedback.Breezelookedinhertearyeyes

ashisheartachedtoholdherinisarmsandtellher

shewaswrong.Buthecouldn't.Hehadtoprotect

herfromSagiandnotonceshowahintorshe'll

hurthischildwithoutablink.



Janestoodonthereforawhilewaitingforatleast

anexplanationoranI'msorrybutnothingcameout

ofhismouthtocleartheair.Hejustlookedather

withoutshowinganyemotions.

Shebitherlipandrushedtohimsmashingthe

glassinhishandandpulledhimintoakiss.She

heldontightonhisasshekissedhimbuthewasn't

replyingnordidheatleastholdher.Butwhatever

iswasshewasnotwillingtostopuntilhereact.

InsideSagiheardaglassbrakeandsheslowly

raisedherlowerbodysleepy.Sherubbedhereyes

andgotoffthebed.Allofasuddenshefelt

nauseousandrushedtothebathroomandopened

thesitthrowingup.Itwaslikeeverythingwas

beingdrainedoutofhersystemasshethrewupfor

about3mins.Afterawhileshecollapsedonthe

floorrubbinghermouthasuncontrollabletearsran

downhercheek.

Sheraisedherhandandslowlyremovedthe

dishclothandfrownedlookingattheinjury.She



balancedherselfstandingandflashedthetoilet

beforestandinginfrontofthemirror.Bloodcought

herattentiononherwhiteshirtandshequicklytook

itoffthrowingitonthefloor.Shetookoutthefirst

aidandcleanedherwoundbeforeputtinga

bandageandbrushedherhairwalkingout.

Everythingcameplayingintohermindasshe

walkedintoherclosetandtookoffhertightsand

woreafloraldress.Shewalkedoutandtookthe

bottleofhalfwhiskeyandaknife,unlockedthedoor

andwentdownstairs.

Shestoodonthestairslookingatthebacketwitha

scrubberandsighdwalkingtothekitchen.She

mistakenlysteppedwhereitwaswetandslipped

fallinghurtingherhand.Tearsfloweddownher

cheeksasthepainbecameunbearableandshe

screamed.

Sagi:(crying)ohmyGod...ah

OutsideBreezeheardSagicryandbrokethekiss



lookingatJanebeforeswallowingandbabykissed

her.

Breeze:youshouldgo.

Jane:I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellmethat

youdon'treallymeanitwhenyousaidyoufeel

nothingaboutus.

Breeze:IsaidIdont!

HeclenchedhisjawsasSagiscriesgottohimand

herushedinwhenJanefollowed.

Breezewentdownandpickedherupputtingheron

thecounterandJanepulledherhandbefore

removingthebandageandfrownedlookingather

deepwound.

Jane:Whathappened?What'swiththeblood?Sagi

whathappened?

Sagi:(crying)IwantedtostabhimbutImistakenly



cutmyhand

Jane:(lookingatBreeze)Whywouldyouhurtyour

husband?

Sagi:Hecheated.Doyouknowhowmuchthat

hurts?

Jane:No..Idon't.Butstabbinghim?Whatwould

youbenefitfromthat?Whatoutcomedoyouthink

you'llhaveoutofit?Funeral?Becomeawidow?

Sagi:Thatwouldbemuchbetterthangettinghurt

likethis.Atleast-

Jane:Yousoundcrazyrightnow.Whatkindofa

wishisthat.Whywouldyousaythat?Didn'the

apologize?Stopwithyourlunaticactandfaceyour

problemslikeawoman.Violenceisnotanoption.

Lookwhatyoudidtoyourselfbecauseof-

Sagi:WellifyoumustknowJane.Violenceisthe

onlythingthatBreezeunderstandsandguesswhat

italsomakesmehappyandithelpmeheal.

Jane:Evenifyouenduphurtingyourself?

Sagi:that'sthepoint.Onehastogethurtforhimto



understandallofthis.Hedoesn'tunderstandthatI

lovehimandmyloveforhimisnottheonetojust

becutshortjustbecausehedecidestocheator

moveonifhewanttomoveonwiththatb**hhe

cheateduswith.

Breeze:IneversaidI'mmovingonwithher.BabeI

loveyou.Ithoughtbynowyouwouldknowthat.

Whywouldyouquestionmyloveforyou.

Sagi:(teary)yesterdayIaskedyouasimple

questionandyoucouldn'tanswermeBreeze.Do

youknowhowmuchithurts?

Breeze:Babe.Ineveransweredthatquestion

becauseyouknowtheanswertothat.Iloveyou

Sagi.Icoulddoeverythingjusttobewithyou.Ifit

waspossibleI'dbuythewholeuniversejustto

showhowmuchIloveyou.Icheatedbecauseit

wasamomentofweakness.Whateverthat

happenedbetweenmeandthatwoman(swallowed)

meantnothing.Nothingatall.

MeanwhileJane'seyesburneduplookingathim



andhelookedatheroncebeforeholdingSagis

hand.Sagilookedathimintheeyesandrightthere

sheknewtherewasnothingtothatexplanationbut

tocalmherandpainther.Shesmiledastears

rolleddown.

Sagi:Iknowwhatyourtryingtodo.AndbabyI'm

sorrybutit'snotworking.Igaveyoumywordand

unlikeyou..Ikeepmyn.

Shegotoffthetablepullingherhandandwentto

takehercarkeysandleft.

MeanwhileBreezebithislipandhitthetablebefore

turningtoJanewhosetearrolleddown.

Breeze:notyoutooplease.

Jane:soyourserious.Youfeelnothingforme?

Breeze:YesIfeelnothing.



Sheshookherheadandwentoutleavinghim

leaningagainstthecounter.Hisfeelingmixedup

whenherushedoutandstoppedatthedoor.He

didn'tknowwhotofollow.SagiorJane?.

AtMxolisihouse.

Gailtossedonthebedandstretchedherhandto

Sagissidebutitwascold.Sheslowlyopenedher

eyesandherheartskippedlookingattheunfamiliar

room.Shegotupandleanedontheheadboard

whensherealizedthatshewasnotwearing

anything.

Sheswaherclothesonthecouchandquickly

rushedoutofbedandputthemon.Shestoodby

themirrorfixingherhairandlookedaroundforher

bagbutitwasn'tthere.Herheartpoundedsohard

onherchestreplayingyesterday'smemory.

Gail:OhmyGod..whathaveIdone?



SheworeherheelwhenMxolisiwalkedinholdinga

trayofEnglishbreakfast.Hissmiledropped

lookingatherassheletgobeforeshecouldfinish

wearinganothershoe.

Gail:Whathappened?

Mxo:Whatdoyoumeanwhathappened?

Heputthetrayonthebedandwalkedtowardsher

whensheraisedhershoereadytostabhimwithit

assheslowlysteppedawayfromhim.

Mxo:(surrendered)ohohk..holdon.Puttheshoe

down.I'mnotgonnahurtyouGail.

Gail:Isaidwhathappened?

Mxo:Exactlywhatwasmeanttohappen.Wehad

sex!Inthecarandhere.

Gail:youmustbekidding.OhGod.



Sheputherhandonherforeheadrubbingitwhen

shefeltthatsomethingwasmissing.Shelookedat

herhandandherringwasn'tthere.Shelookedat

asherangerstared.

Gail:Where'smyring?Whathaveyoudonewithit?

Bringitback.

Mxo:I'msureitslost.Someonemusthavetakenit

andsoldit.Ithrewitwiththerestofyourstuffin

thebinatyourgallarylastnight.

Gail:youwhat?!Thatwasmyweddingringdumb

head!

Mxo:Iknow.

Gail:noyoudont.Ilovemyhusbandandjust

becauseIwasallsmileyonyouitdoesn'tmeanI

wantout.ItoldyouallmyproblemsbecauseI

wantedsomeonetotalkto.Afriend.ButIguessI

tookittoofar.I'mamarriedwoman.AndIlovemy

husband,yougetthat?IloveBreeze.Nomatter



whatI'mhisandhe'smine.WTF!Youthr-(sigh)

I'mgonnakillyou.

Mxo:ifyouwantedsomeonetotalktothenwhy

didn'tyougoforatherapy.?Ifyoulovehimthat

muchthenwhywereyouwithmeandhidingfrom

him?WhywhenIwokeyoutojumptotheother

sidedidn'tyougetoutandruntohim?Why?

Gail:BecauseIneededabreaktoprocess

everything!

Mxo:processwhat!?

Gail:Dontyouyellatmestupid!Givemeyourkeys.

Shespreadoutherhandwhileanotheroneheldthe

shoe.Heshookhisheadandtookthemoutofhis

pocketandgavethemtoher.

Gail:you'llgetyourcarattheGallery.

Mxo:ohk..WillIseeyouagain?

Gail:Idon'tthinkso.Considerthisasmygoodbye.



Ohandasamatteroffact.I'mnotafraidofBreeze.

He'sdonetheworsttoscaremebutstillhedidn't

managetoscaremeoff.Hittingmewaslow

comparingtowhathe'scapableoff.

Shewentoutwearingoneshoewithanotheronein

herhandleavingMxolisibroken.

.
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AtGail'sGallery

Gaildrovethroughtheparkinglotandswitchedoff

theengine.Sheexhaledasherheartbeatsohard



onherchest.Tearsblurredhersitewhenshe

leanedbackcoveringherface.Shecouldn'tbelieve

thatshejustcheated.Theverysamethingthatshe

doesn'twantherpartnerstodo.Thiswasweighing

intheheartthanshehadimagined.Butthennow

what?Therewasnothingshecoulddo,ITSDONE.

Shewipedhertearsopeningthedashboardand

foundwipes.Sheusedthewipeswipingoffher

ruinedmakeupandthrewthemonthesit.Shefixed

herhairandworehershoebeforesteppingout

shuttingthedoorwiththekeysinside.

Shepulledherselftogetherandwenttothebin

searchingforherbagbuttherewasnothing.She

wenttoanotheronebutstill,therewasnothing.

Fearalongwithallemotionsconsumedherastears

burnedhereyesasshekeptfishingforherbag

takingputtherubbish.Aguardnoticedherand

walkedoversurprisedtoseehertakingoutthe

rubbishoutofthebin.

Guard:missGail?



Shequicklyletgoblinkingawayhertearsandput

onasmilelookingathim.

Gail:Hey..

Guard:whatareyoulookingfor?

Gail:uhm..yesterdayIkindathrewawaysomevery

importantdocumentsinmytrashbin.Andtoday

whenIcheckedIfounditdisposedsoI...uhm..

thoughtmaybeIcouldfinditifit'snotyetuhm..you

know.

Guard:oh..Itmustbeaveryimportantdocument.

Gail:Very..

Guard:butI'msurewhereveritcamefromthey

havecopies,surelytheywouldn'tmindgivingthem

toyouagainwouldthey?Imean..searchingabin.

It'skinda..weirdseeingyoudothat.

Gail:ohyeah..youralifesaver.Whydidn'tIthink

ofthat.Thankyouverymuch.



Guard:noproblem.

Shesmiledawkwardlyleaningagainstthebin

lookingattheguardwhoraisedhiseyebrows

confused.Heraisedhishandbidinggoodbyeand

left.Shesighedandithitagain,shedidn'thave

moneyfortransport,herlicense,herring,herID

,herphoneandwhensheturnedherhead,hercar

wasnotthere.Tearsrolleddownhercheekswhen

shelazilywalkedbacktoMxolisi'scarandgotin.

Thiswasdefinitelynotworthit.

Sheraisedherheadandsighedstartingtheengine

anddroveoff.

AtBreezeshouse

BreezesatontheendofthebedplayingwithGail's

ringwhenatearescapedhiseye.Hequickly

rubbeditandbithislip.Maybethisisallonhim.

Hewasthereasonwhyhisownfamilyistearing



apart.Butforhertodotheexactsamethingthathe

didwassounlikeher.Clearlyshewantedanout.

Andontheotherhand,Sagi.Shewasslowlylosing

herselfbitbybitandit'sallbecauseofhim.Sheis

nowatickingtimebombthatalreadythreatenedhis

ownchildbecauseofpainheputherthrough.

Outside,Itfeltweirddrivingintoanotherman's

propertywithasideniggascar.Sheslowlydrove

throughwithaheavyguiltandparkedonthe

parkingspace.Shepressedhereyestogetherand

steppedout.Hercarcoughtherattentionwhenher

heartbeatraisedtoapointshecouldfilllikeitwas

rightonherthroat.Sheslowlywalkedinthehouse

anditwassosilent.Abucketwithbloodywater

coughtherattentionwhenshetookoffherheels

andfollowedthetrailofbloodtothekitchenwereit

wasallover,eventhesink.Sheslowlyputthe

shoesdownasherkneesslowlygotweekandweek.

Sheswallowedandslowlypulledherselftothe

bedroomandslowlyopenedthedoortoBreeze

leaningdown.



Heslowlyraisedhisheadlookingatherandbackat

herringinherhand.

Gailclosedthedoorbehindherasherwholebody

shookoutoffear.Hereyeslandedonherringin

hishandsasheslowlyplayedwithitandherbagby

hisside.Nowshehadnothingtosayexcepttellthe

truth.

Breezelookedatherandstoodup.

Breeze:Forhowlonghasthisbeengoingon?

Catgothertongueasshestoodtherebitingher

fingernails.Hewassocalm.

Breeze:Gail?

Gail:mmmh?

Breeze:Howlonghaveyoubeenseeingthisguy?

Gail:I'mnotseeinghimbaby.Heisuhmafriend.



Breeze:Afriendhuh?GailIwasn'tbornyesterday.

Didyousleepwithhim?

Gail:No!Imeanno..Ididn't.

Breeze:yourlying.Didyousleepwithhim?

Gail:IswearIdidn't!(bowing)believemebaby.I'd

neverdothattoyoubaby.Youknowiwon't.Ilove

you.

Breeze:iloveyoutoo.

Hepulledheruphuggingherandallhecouldsmell

wasaman.Heslowlyhelpedtakeoffherclothes

whenhiseyeslandedonalovebiteonherneck.

Notonebutalotoflovebites.Heswallowedand

unbuttonedhertrouserlettingitfalldowntoherfeet

andshesteppedoutofthem.Hewentbackabit

lookingatherandhiseyeslandedonherlace

pantiesthatwerestainedofthemansrain.He

rubbedhisfaceleaningagainstthetableasatear

escapedagainandherubbedit.

MeanwhileGaillookedatherreflectiononthe



mirrorandnoticedthestainwhenshequickly

pulledherrobeembarrassedandshamefulastears

rolleddownhercheeks.

Gail:(crying)I'msorry.Ididn'tmeanforitto

happen.I..hadnoideawhatiwasdoing.I'msorry.

Breeze:Areyoukiddingme?Youhadnoideaof

whatyouweredoing?thatlamebaby?Dontlieto

mecoursewebothknowthatwhenyouopenthose

legsyouknewwhatwasabouttohappen.The

momentyoustretchedyourlegsapart,youknew

therewasadivkgoingtopenetrateyou.Dontshit

onme.

Gail:(crying)I'msorry..forgiveme.

Breeze:howmanyroundsdidyougivehim?

Gail:(crying)babyplease..

Breeze:Gailplease.

Gail:Ithinkitwas5orsix



Breezesjawsdroppedlookingatherthroughthe

mirrorandturnedlookingatherasshehidherface

cryinginherhands.Breezechuckledbeforeputting

theringbackinthebedandlookedatheronemore

timeandwalkedoutofthedoorlaughingin

disbelief.

.

.

.

SorryguysI'minclass.I'lltypealongeronewhenI

gethome.

.
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Breeze'sjawsdroppedlookingatherthroughthe

mirrorandturnedlookingatherasshehidherface

withherhandscryinginthem.Breezechuckled

putingtheringonthebedandlookedatherone

moretimeandlaughedindisbeliefwalkingoutthe

door.

Herubbedhisheadlaughingandheadedoutofthe

housewhenhesawanunfamiliarcar.Thesame

carthatpassedbyhimtwotimesyesterday.He

clenchedhisjawsfightingtheangerinhimtojust

smashitandgotinhiscardrivingoff.

Afewminslater,Sagidroveintotheyardusingone

handandparkednexttoanunfamiliarcar.She

steppedoutofthecarandgrabbedhermedication

beforeclosingthedoorandheadedinside.She

walkedintothemainbedroomandfoundSagion

herkneesonthefloorcrying.Asmuchasithurt

herseeingherlikethisapartofherwantedtograb

herbythehairandlandjustoneonherprettyface.



Shespottedtheringonthebedandwalkedover

takingitinhishand.Sherememberedthedaythey

saidtheirvows.Thedaytheywereallhappy.She

sighedputtingitbacklookingather.

Sagi:I'mgonnamakeyouthesamepromiseImade

toyourhusband.IfIfindhimI'mgonnakillhim.

Andneitheryou,copsoranybodyaregonnado

anythingaboutit.

Thewayhervoicewassocold,Gailraisedherhead

intearslookingstraightinherstonecoldeyes.She

wasdifferent.

Sagi:ohyesdarling.Noonefucksupmy

happinessandgetstolive.Noone.I'mgonnakill

them.Onebyone.Letitsinkin.I'mdonetaking

yourcrap.Bothofyou.Imtired!

Shewalkedtothedoorandsighedwhensheturned



lookingather.

Sagi:youshouldprobablytakeashower,you

smelllikewhoeverfuvkthatis.Andifyourgonna

carryonbabytellhimtotakeiteasyonyourskin,

justtocoverhistracks.

Shewinkedatherbeforewalkingawayleavingher

sittingonthefloorwithapoundingheart.Aftera

fewminsshestoodupandwalkedtothebathroom.

MeanwhileSagiwalkedintothekitchenlookingat

herbloodandsighedleaningagainstthefridge.

Tearsburnedhereyesandeventuallystarted

flowing.Justlikethat,herpartnerletinother

peopleintotheirmarriagewheretheirhappiness

lays.Shewalkedtotheleavingroomandtookthe

telephonebythewallcallingthecleaningservice

beforewalkingtoBreeze'soffice.Shesatonhis

chairandwentthroughthedrawerandwhenshe

foundnewsimcardsandanewNokiaphone.She



smiledalltoherselfbeforetakingthemandwalked

out.Theysurearegonnapay.

Atthehospital

Rosewalkedtothereceptionistholdingabusketof

fruitsandrequestedtoseeKagisowhenathenurse

letherthrough.Sheslowlypushedthedooropen

andcameeyetoeyewithhimwhenherheart

skippedandsheshylywalkedover.

Rose:(smiling)sorryaboutthat.Ithoughtyouwere

asleep.

Kagiso:(smiling)GoodthingI'mawake.Youseem

likeyouenjoysneakinguponpeople.

Rose:Notreally.IsneakwhenI'mscared.

Kagiso:youscaredofme?Why.

Rose:Iuhm..yes..Idontknowwhy.Maybeits

becauseI'mnotusedtoyou.HereIbroughtyou



this.

Kagisosmiledlookingatherwhenshesmiled

uncontrollablyputtingthebasketonthetable.She

pickedanappleforhimandhandeditandshe

pickedabananabeforesittingdown.

Kagiso:(smiling)youaresweet.Thankyou.

Rose:Noproblem.

Kagiso:IdontmeantosoundrudebutIgattaask

orelseyourunclewillhangmyheadonastick.

Rose:Hewont.Youcanask.

Kagiso:Youbarelyknowme,Imeanyoujustmet

meadayagoandalreadyyoubroughtmefruits.

Doe'sanyoneknowthatyourhere?Nooffense.

Rose:uhm..no.NooneknowsthatI'mhere.

Kagiso:youranaway?

Rose:Whatno!



Kagiso:

Rose:ohkfine.Isneakedout.

Kagiso:Why?

Rose:(smiling)yousoundlikeyoudontwantme

here.IfyoudontIc-

Kagiso:No.It'snothinglikethat.Ijustwantto

knowwhy.

Rose:Whydoyouwanttoknowwhy?

Kagiso:Idon'tknow.JustthatIfeellikeyour

runningawayfromsomething.Morelikeaburden.

Andyourbottledup.

Rose:Well.I..I'mgonnabehonestwithyoucourse

onewayoranotherI'lljusthavetotalkout.I'm

kindalonelyandconfused.Ijustcantseemtobe

abletohealandmoveonaftermyfriendspassing.

I'munabletomovepastthefactthatshesnomore.

Idontknowwhat'swrongwithme.Everytimewhen

I'mhomeI'mnotfeelinglikeI'mhome.Idontlikeit

thereinotherwords.Butitkindafeelsdifferent

whenI'mnotthereandmovingfromheretothere



andsomehowI...ididn'tfeellikethatyesterday

wheniwasaroundyou.Whenthenursespulledme

outthetimeyouwereinpainIfeltliketheirtaking

somethingfromme.

Kagisolookedatherasshetoldhimplayingwith

thebananapeels.Sheraisedherheadlookingat

himandbitherlipwhenhesmiledatherandshe

smiledback.

Kagiso:(smiling)mmhh..

Rose:yeah..Iknow.YouthinkI'mweird.

Kagiso:No.Notatall.

Rose:Thenwhyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Kagiso:Justthat..Inevermetsomeone

courageousasyouare.Mostpeoplewouldhave

alreadykilledthemselvesiftheycantseentofinda

wayforward.Yourtough.



Shesmiledlookingathimashebuttheappleand

smiledather.

.

.

.

.
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Atthehospital

Kagisolookeduptheceilingwithhishandunderhis

headasabalance.Roselookedathimandsmiled

lookingatherhands.Hewasreallyeyecatch.Too

attractive.Shelookedathimsmilingwhenshegot

lostinthoughts.Kagisofelthereyesonhimwhen

hesmiledandturnedlookingatherwhenshe

quicklylookeddownatherfingerssmiling.



Kagiso:What'supPalesa?

Rose:Palesa?(Laughed)Really?

Kagiso:Yeah..what'swrongwithit?Isn'tRosea

flower?

Rose:ItisbutactuallymynameisRosella.

Kagiso:What'sitmean?

Shelookedathimtryingtofindameaningwhen

Kagisolaughedatherandshehidherfacelaughing

withherhandslaughing.Shehadasweetmelodic

laughter.Helookedatherandbalancedhimself

withhiselbowandpulledherhandawayfromher

facelookinginhereyes.Sheshylylookedinhim

andlookeddownashesatback.

Kagiso:yougotbeautifulbrowneyes.Areyousure

yournotacolored?

Rose:(blushes)I'msure.100%.Youalsohavegot



browneyeswithlonglashes.You'dswearyourgay.

Areyou?

Kagiso:(laughs)What?Fvckno!Jeezbabygirl.

Hetriedholdingitandeventuallylaughedlayingon

thebed.

Rose:(smiling)Idontunderstandwhylaughing

courseI'mjustaskingasimplequestion.Areyou

gayornot?Ormaybeyourattractedtoboth?

Kagiso:(laughing)No..I'mstraightdarling.

Rose:Right.Seethatwasn'tsohardwasit?

Kagiso:justthatIcantbelieveyouaskedmethat.

Rose:Ijusthadtoknow.

Kagiso:Soallalongwhenyouwerestaringatme

that'swhathasbeeneatingyouup?

Rose:uhm...

Kagiso:Iknowthat"uhm"dontyoudarelietome



Palesa.ImeanRose.Spititout?

Rose:itwasnothing.

Kagiso:youknowIgotallthetimeaslongasI'm

stilltrappedonthisbedtotakeoutwhateveryour

bottlingupinthatheartright?

Rose:Well..Doyoueverfeellikerunningaway?I

meanhaveyoueverhadamomentwherebyyou

wanttofindawaytoexityourdailyliferoutineand

justheadwheretomorrowlies?Getawayfrom

everything..?

Kagiso:Everysecondofmylife.AndIhavethe

tendencyoffeelinglikeIdontbelongthereor

aroundanyone.Itendtofeellessorunwanted.

Shamefulandallthosethings.LikeI'mholding

peoplebackfromtheirlives.

Rose:yeahthat'sthething.IalsofeellikeI'vebeen

trappingmyparentforquitealongtimewithmy

friendspassing.Everysecondoftheirliveswas

waistedonme,tryingtofindmesolutionforward

this.IheldthembackandwhenIthinkofitnow-

it'slikeI'mapieceofwork.Ahugeburdentothem,



actuallytherestofmyfamilyandsometimesIfeel

likeIshouldn'tbetherearoundthem.Iwastedso

muchtimeoftheirlives.

Kagiso:Dontthinklikethat.

Rose:butIjustcanthelpit.It'slikeallalongI've

beenwrappingthemaroundmylittlefingerandnow

Idontknowhowto-

Kagiso:Theiryourfamily.Theywerethereforyou

becausetheysawthatyouneededthemthemost.

Losingslovedonehadneverbeeneasy.Youmight

havelostapersontento15yearsagobutthegap

theyleftcouldbehardtofill.AndIguessthat's

whathurtyou.Losingyourbestfriend.

Rose:Shewasmorethanjustafriend(teary)she

waslikeasister.HerandIgrewuptogetherand

hadplansforourfuture.Isharedsomuchwithher

thanwithanyotherperson.Shewassomuchmore

.Shemeantsomuchtome.

Kagiso:tellyouwhat?Ineverhadsomeonetocall

afriend.EveryoneImetlookeddownonmeforthe

past21yearssinceiwasborn(raisedeyebrow).



Eversinceilostmydad..thingstooktheirtallonme

andmymom.Everyonealwayssee'smeasa

mistakethatshouldhavebeenabortedand

unwantedpersonhereonearth,placedbymistake.

TheonlypersonIcansayI'mclosetoismymom.

AndIdontknowwhatwouldhappenifIloseher.

TheemptinessthatIwouldfeel.AfterIlostmydad,

itwasliketheworldwasclosinguponme.LikeI

wasstandinginaroominthedarkcallingoutwith

noonetohelp.Ifeltalone.Butonewayoranother

Ihadtomoveonpastthat,courseIhadamother

whoalsoeventuallylostherjobfromsicknessa

monthlaterduetosickness.SofromthereIhadto

hustlejusttomakesurewehadroofaboveour

headsandsomethinginourstomach.AllI'msaying

isIknowthefeelingoflosingsomeone.Itwontjust

goawayinablink.Butonewayoranother,you

gattamoveon.Lifegoesonbutmemories.

Memoriesarethetheonesthatwouldkeepthem

closetoourhearts.

Shewipedhertearsandsniffedbeforelookingat



him.Kagisolookedatherandpulledherhand

kissingit.

Kagiso:youknowwhatmymomusedtosay?I

meanalwayssays.

Rose:(smiling)What?

Kagiso:shelikesthisquoteof..Neverletthepast

getinthewayofyourliving.Letthepastremain

pastandletletthefuterunfoldbutrememberto

alwayskeepmemoriestokeepyougoing.

Rose:(smiled)Shesoundssweet

Kagiso:Thesweetestladyonearth.Iunderstand

whenyousayyouwanttorunaway.Hellyeahwe

allwishtorunawaywhenwefacechallenges,but

justdontletitbeahabit.Youcango,butdonot

leavehome,justgogetyourself.Youcantrunaway

forever.Theyareyourfamilyandyourhome.And

trustmethereisnoplaceyoucanfindloveandthe

pieceyoulackofinyourheartotherthanhome.



Shesmiledlookingathimandbitherliplookingat

theirhandslockedlikethat.Hekissedherhand

andpickedastrawberryandfedherwhenshe

blushedlikeababyreceivinglollypop.

Kagiso:fvckyoursobeautiful.

Rose:(thankyou)

AtOdirile'shouse

OdirilesippedhisbeerlookingatBreezeashe

narratedthewholestory.Herubbedhisheadand

threwthebottleinthebinandpickedadrumstick

andopenedanotherbeer.Hesighedsittingback

andlookedathim.

Breeze:Areyouevenlisteningtome?

Odirile:ohyeah.Iam.

Breeze:youdontlooklikeit.



Odirile:HowoldisRose?

Breeze:WhatdoyoumeanhowoldisRose?Shes

18.Whatdoyouwantwithher?

Odirile:After12itslunch.Iwannamarryher.It

seemslikeyourfamilyisfuckedupfun.Iwanna

jointheparty.

Breeze:OdirileIjustputmyplateonyourtableand

thisiswhatyoursaying.Youalreadyarepartofthe

family.Andnoyournotmarryingmynieceshe's

waytooyoungtoyou.

Odirile:Aftertwelveitslunch.

Breeze:inyourmothershouse.

Odirile:Everywhereintheworld,after12it'stime.

BreezelookedatOdirileasheplayedwithhis

eyebrowseatingthedrumstick.

Breeze:Odirilei-

Odirile:WhatthepointBreeze?Huh?Tellme.



WhatwillIsaythatwouldmakeadifferencetoyour

situation.

Breeze:Idontknow.Justsaysomethingdontjust

sitbackandwatchmedrawn.

Odirile:youputyourselfinthis,nowmanupand

sortyourshitcoursenooneisgonnasortitoutfor

you.

Breeze:Isthata-

Odirile:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?Idonteven

knowwhoyoufvckedthatmadeyousoweekdown

there.Youramarriedman,totwowomen.

Shouldn'tyouhavelearnthowtokeepyourpants

onbythetimeyouenteredthisrelationship.

Breeze:Odirile-

Odirile:Iknowshecheated.Butwhoforcedher

intoit.Ohyeahyoumighthavenotbutwhopushed

heremotionsintoit?.Shehadnorighttoandso

didyou.Youboththoughtaboutyoursatisfaction

andforgotthatyournotinthisalone.Youkilled

Sagi.She'sawalkingcorpse.



Breeze:Man..IknowthatIfvckedupwhencoming

toher.Ido.AndIloveher.Ij-

Odirile:Whoisthischickanyway?

Breeze:Idon'twant-

Odirile:thenyouseemyfriend..yourholdingback

yetyouwantmetoadviseyou.SoallIcansayis

youseethewayyouprotecthername,protecther

justjustlikethat.Shieldherlikethatwithallinyou.

Breeze:Whatdoyoumean?

Odirile:thinkaboutit.IfSagicanbreakyourcar

withrockswithyouinside,throwyouwithaknife

andaglass,chaseyouwithaknifeandevenlook

yourightintheeyeandmakesuchthreatsimagine

whatthepainyoubothhaveputherthroughdidon

her.Mentallycourseaccordingtomeitdamaged

her.BADLYmyfriend.

Breezelookedathimasheplayedwiththebottle.

Odirilepickedanotherdrumstickandbiteitlooking

athim.



Odirile:Justsayingbuckleupmyboy.Coursethis

isjustthebeginning.Preparefortheworst.

Breezeswallowedlookingathimwhenhethought

aboutit.MeanwhileOdirileleanedbackrelaxing

sighed.

AtBreezes.

Gailwalkeddownthestairswearingabiggytshirt

andatightbarefootholdingthemoneyinherhand.

Theservicecleanerspackedeverythingbacknicely

andreceivedthemoneybeforeheadingout.Gail

closedthedoorandleanedagainstit.Shesighed

andwalkedtothekitchenwhereshetookout

everythingshe'llneedforthemealandstarted

cookingwithhermindrunningaround.

MeanwhileSagiputthesimcardinthenewphone



andusedherphonetransferingairtimewithasmile

upherface.Shewalkedintothemainbedroomand

satonthebeddialinganumber.Averyscaryvoice

answered.

Voice:Yes

Sagi:HyStone.

Stone:Sagi?Bosslady.

Sagi:Ineedafavor.

Stone:Nonobosslady.Yourhusbandaskedme

nottodoyouanyfavors.Hesaidhewants-

Sagi:Wellhe'snotonthephonewithusnowishe?

Stone:StillI'mnotsuppo-

Sagi:Iwonderhowhe'dfeelifItellhimthatyou

oncewentbehindhisbackandstoleamiter.Shhh..

Icantimage.

Stone:Whatdoyouwant?



ShesmiledwhenGail'sphonerang.Shewalked

overtoherbagandtookitoutlookingat"Mxolisi"

sheanswereditandkeptquietputtingitonherear.

Mxolisi:Beforeyousayanything.Ijustwanttolet

youknowthatI'msorryifthiswholethingfeels

wrongandcanpossiblyruinyourlife.Buttomeit

feltrightbaby.Youdontlovethatman.Youknow

youdont.Justthatyourtooscaredtomoveon.

ButIwontforceyoutodowantyoudontwanttodo

.That'swhyI'msettingyoufree.ButIwantyouto

knowonelastthingbeforewepart.I..Iloveyou.I

haven'tfeltlikethiseverinmylifewithanyother

woman.ThemomentImetyouIknewth-

Sagi:Watsenwaomarete.Mxm.

Shehangupwithannoyanceandansweredhers.

Stone:Poorguy.Whoisit?

Sagi:Nonofyourdamnbusiness.Iwantyouto



tracksomeoneforme.AndIneedagun.

Stone:What?

Shesatbackinthebedandfoldedherlegsbefore

lookingathernails.

Sagi:Andacid.Alotofacidbaby.(evillaughter)I

lovescience.Ihavegivenmyselfascienceproject.

(Smiked)

.

.

.

.

.
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Somewhereontheroad.

Janehasbeendrivingaroundthewholetownfor

quiteawhilenow.Shestillcouldn'tbringherself

togethertothefactthathedoesn'thaveevenas

littleasatinybitofasparkinhimforher.She

stopedbytherobotandleanedbackholdingthe

wheelwithbothhands.Shechuckledsmiling

thinkingoftheirmemorytogether.Howthisbaby

cameabout.

Sheheldherstomachrubbingitandwhenthegreen

lightflashed.Shetookaturntotheclinic.Itwas

aboutdamntimeshefocusesonhermarriage.

AtBreezeshouse.

Sagisteppedoutoftheshowerandwrappeda

towelaroundherbodysteppinginherfluffyshoes.

Shestoodbythemirrorandsmiledlookingather

elegantskin.Shetracedherfingeronherarmthe

wayBreezealwaysusedto.Aweighofsadness

coverdherasshehuggedherselfclosinghereyes



picturinghim.Tearsburnedhereyesasthey

floweddownhercheekstillclosinghereyes.His

smellandhissmile.Hisboldarmswrapping

aroundherbodymakingherfeelmorelikealittle

girlagain.Safety,loveandcomfort.

Butthenthatisallinthepast.Sheopenedhereyes

andlookedatherselfonthemirror.Shehated

seeinghertearsandhowshelookedfeelinglike

this.

Shesmiledandwipedhertears.

Sagi:Biggirlsdon'tcrySagi.Biggirlsdontcry.

Shesmiledlookingatherselfandletthetowelloose

lookingatherself.Shelookedatherselfand

touchedherhourglassfingertoherass.She

smiled.Sheneededsomesortofabreakfromall

ofthis.Shewalkedoutandwentintotheirroom

andpickedherphonedialingOdirile.



Odirile:Ohheloowyou.Wassup?

Sagi:Nothingjustthat,I'mfeelingalittlebitmixed

up.Ineedamakeover.

Odirile:ohk..Whatdoyouwantdo?

Sagi:Doyoustillhavenumbersofthatguywho

doesinkart?

Odirile:Tattoos?

Sagi:Exactly.Sodoyouhavehisnumbers?

Location?

Odirile:babyIdon'tthinkthat'sagreatidea.Thus

thingscancourseahugemesstoyourhealth.I

suggestyougoseeadoctorfirstandcheckifyou

donthaveanycomplications.Thisshitcancourse

youhealthissueslikeskinallergiesandshit.

Sagi:Odirile.Thecarryingmotherfvcker.The

responsiblebaby.RightnowIwishedIhadmarried

youinsteadofyourfriend.ButtodayIwasn't

askingifthiscancostme.Iwantedtosimple

things.Locationornumbers.

Odirile:YournotintherightstateofmindSagi.



ThatshithurtsandIdontthinkyou'llbeabletogo

throughwithit.LetmetellB-

Sagi:Nonosmartpants.Don't.Ifyoudontthink

youcanhelpmethenfineIwontforceyou.You

don'thavetoaddBreezeineverything.

Odirile:ohkfine.It'snotonmethough.It'syou,

youwantedthis.I'lltextyouhisdetails.

Sagi:(smiling)yourthebest.

Shehangupandsmiledheadingtotheclosetand

worehersimpleclubblackoutfit.Whenshewas

donethemessagegotinandshewentout.

Inthekitchen.

Gailheardfootstepsfromthestairsandsherushed

outofthekitchenwithaspoonandlookedatSagi

smiling.

Gail:Whereareyougoing?Ijustfinishedcooking



andI'monlyleftwithpreparingthetable.

Sagi:WelldarlingasyoucanseeI'monmyway

.Butitsmellsgreat?pleaseputmineinthewarmer.

Gail:Whereareyougoingdressedlikethat?You

knowhe'snotgonnalikethatdresscode.Your

marriedyoushouldatleastdresslikeit.

Sagi:AtleastI'mnotclimbingintobeds.

Gail:(clearedthroat)ohk..ThereasonwhyIcooked

todayisbecauseIwantustositdownasafamily

andtalkthisout.Wecantcarryonlikethis.I

thoughtsittingdownalltogetherwecanfinda

solutiontothisoverdinner.

Sagi:Maybeyoushouldhavethoughtaboutthat

yesterday.

Gailswallowedputtingherhandsinthepocketof

theapronandlookedather.Sagiputonhershades

andkissedherlipsbeforeheadingoutbreakingit

sidetosideinherleatherminiskirt.

Gailstoodatthedoorlookingatherandbutherlip



closingthedoorastearsrolleddownhercheeks.

Shewalkedbacktothekitchenandpouredherself

morewinecrying.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Aftersendingthemessage.Hewalkedbacktothe

livingroomandfoundBreezeholdingtheremote

passingeverychannelnotknowingwhattowatch.

Heeventuallythrewitonthecouchandrubbedhis

facebeforelookingatOdirile.

Breeze:ItsJane.

Odirile:uhmm...?

Breeze:thewomanIsleptwith.ItsJane.

Odirile:JaneasinJane?Yourbrotherswife?

Breeze:yep.

Odirile:WtF!Areyououtofyourdamnmind.I

meanareyoucrazy?Withyourbrothers"WIFE".



Areyouthatdesperateforrevenge?

Breeze:That'snottheworst.

Odirile:tellmetheworst.

Helookedathimandleanedbackplayingwithhis

ringaroundhisfinger.

Breeze:She'spregnant.

Odirile'sjawsdroppedlookingathim.

Breeze:Withme.Withmychild.Andnowthingare

gettingoutofhand.Sheisfallingforme.Gailalso

usedheremotionstohurtmewhileontheother

sidewebothturnedourbacksononepersonwho's

alwaysbeentherethewholetime.Sagiisnolonger

herself.Idamagedher.Thingsdontlookgood

man.

Odirile:Sheiscarryingyourfirstwatermelon!



That'sfuvckedup!

Breeze:tellmeaboutit.

Odirile:Damn.Sowhatareyougonnadoaboutit?

Imeanyoucan'thidethisforever.Truthhasaway

ofcomingout.Andthelongeryouhidethebiggerit

gets.

Breeze:RightnowIwasthinkingofconfessingthe

pregnancy.Butafterseeinghowcheatinghastorn

them...Idon'tthinkrightnowistherighttime.On

theotherhand,asmuchasIhatemybrotherIalso

wouldhatetoseethepaininhiseyesafterfinding

outaboutthis.Itsgonnakillhim.Likethewasit

doestoSagi.

Odirile:Man..I..Idontknowwhattosay.AllIcan

sayis,bettertellbeforeit'stoolate.

Breeze:Sagiseemeddeterminedtonotstopevenif

Igojumpfromthetallestbuilding.She'swhatshe

istodayallbecouseofme.Shethreatenedmychild.

Myownchild'sbloodwillbeonherhandsall

becouseofme.She's..thingsaresobadIwanna

takethemallback.



Odirile:Youdoknowthatsomewomanwhenthey

arepregnanttheytendtofallinlovewiththefather

right?Doyouhavefeelingsforher?

Breeze:Idon'tknow.Idon'tknowifI'mscaredto

hurtherorI'mreallyinlovewithher.Idontknowif

whetherthisisjustalittlecrush,lustoritisreal

love.ButwhatI'msureofismyfeelingsformy

girlshaven'tchangedabit.I'mstillmadlyinlove

withthem.

Odirile:Man...Idontknowwhattosay.Thisisa

mess.

Breeze:Dontsayanythingmyguy.Youwereright.

IputmyselfinthissoI'llhavetogetmyselfout.

Comehighorlow.I'mwil8todowhateveritisso

thatmychildshallnotcomeintoafamilylikethis.

Hestooduppickinghiskeysandlookedathiswrist

watch.

Breeze:Igattagototheclinic.Iwannabuy



something.

Odirile:alrightman.Becxxlohk.

Theybrohuggedbeforehewentout.

Atthetattooshop.

Sagitookoffhershadelookingatthebuildingand

sighedsteppingoutofthecar.Shegrabbedher

bagpackandsteppedputlookingaround.There

wasmusiccomingfromtheinside,morelikeitwas

aclub.Shewalkedoverandrangthebellwhena

bigbounceropenedthedoorandshegotit.The

wholeroomwasfilledwithweedsmokeanddisco

lightslightinguptheroom

Shefollowedthemusicpassingmygirlsnakedand

allthosethings.Shewenttothetattoocorner

whereshestoodonthedrawingsbythewall

lookingforatattoo.



Guy:Sagi?!

Sheturnedaroundlookingathimandsmiled

lookingattheshopowner.

Sagi:Howhaveyoubeen?It'sbeensolongEli.

Eli:Indeed.Ilastsawyouwhenyouforcedyour

husbandtotattooyournamesonhim.Thatnight

wasablust.HowmayIhelp?

Sagi:Iwantatattoo.Thisone.

Elismiledbeforelookingatthemachineandpulled

herbythehandgoingtotheVIP.Onlyifsheknew

howmuchthishurts,shewouldn'tchoosesucha

hugetattoo.

AttheClinic.



BreezesteppedoutoftheClinicholdingasmallbag

andsighedgoingtohiscar.Whowouldhave

thoughtthathe,himselfhislovelifewillgettothis

highbridge?.Hegotinhiscarandleanedback

relaxingwhenhespottedafamiliarcar.

Janealsosteppedoutofthebuildingwithasmile

upherfaceholdingasmallplastic.Helookedat

herandthought.Righttherethatwasawoman.

Herbodywasjustsoperfectandshehadbrains.

Thoughsometimesittwistsfacingaway.Hisbaby

mama.Thinkingofthatbroughtquiltwhenhe

closedhiseyesandleanedonthewheelforafew

secondsandstartedthecardrivingoff.

MeanwhileJanesawafamiliarcarpassingbyher

carandswallowed.Hedidn'tevenpayattentionto

himanymoreandsomehowthishurts.Sheheldher

tummyandsighedstartingthecaranddroveoff.

AtBreezeshouse.

Gailheardthedoorunlockwhenshegotupfrom



thekitchenfloorholdingabottleofwineandwent

toseewhoitwas.ShewalkedoverandsawBreeze

standingbythedinnertableandsetdown.

Sherubbedherhandonhertightswalkingoverand

setdown.Theawkwardnessfilledtheroomwhen

shelookedathim.

Gail:Hey..

Breeze:Hi.

Thoseweretheonlywordsthatmanagedtocome

outoftheirmouths.Breezesighedandputthe

smallbagonherplatelookingather.Shelookedat

himandtookthebaglookinginside.MorningAfter

pills.

Himputtingthismadeeventheembarrassmentand

shameconsumeherasshelookedinsideandput

theasidelookingatherhands.

Gail:Thankyou.



Heforcedasmileandbeganservinghimselfasshe

sattherenotknowingwhattosayordonext.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Janegotintothehouseandtookbreathexcercises

beforewalkingtothebedroom.ShefoundJack

sittingonthebedunbuttoninghisshirtandshe

smiledwalkingover.Jacklookedatherandshook

hishead.

Jane:BabyI'msorry.Ididn'tmeanallthosethings

Isaidinthemorning.

Jack:YouaredifferentthisdaysJane.Yourtongue

slipsout.Youaddressmeinaverydisrespectful

manner.

Jane:Babythat'swhyI'msorry.Orealisedmy

mistakesandI'mwillingtocheeryouup.Here.



Herheartpoundedasshetookoutthreepregnancy

testsgivingthemtohim.Hisfacelightenedup

lookingatthetwolinesoneachofthesticks.He

stoodupandmadeherstandbeforeembracingher

inatighthug.Hewasgoingtobeafatheragain.

Jane:insorryudidn'ttellyouintime.Iwasn'tsure

butafterIthrewupfromthesmellofeggsand

realizedthatIwasaggressivetoyouIwentto

checkup.

Jack:(smiling)noneedtoexplain.Dontapologize.

Iforgiveyou.OhmyGod.Thiscallsforafamily

celebration.I'mgoingtobeafathertotwo.

Janelookedathiseartoearsmileonherfaceand

couldn'thelpbutlaugh.Thiswasherhusbandand

shehadtakenthehappinessfromhimbutnowshe

iswillingtoearnitback.Shesmiledlookingathim

ashefiddledforhisphoneandfinallyfoundit.



Jane:Whoareyoucalling?

Jack:mybrother.(Smiling)Heshouldknow.He

deservesto.

Jane:(swallowed)Cantwewaitalittlelongerand

enjoythenewsandjoyofthispregnancybeforewe

telleveryoneelse?

Jack:Breezeisfamily.He'snotlikejustanyone

mylove.

Heheldherhandkissingitasherheartpoundedso

hardonhischest.

Breeze:Yes

Jack:Littlebrother.Guesswhat?

Breeze:...

Jack:Ihavegreatnews.Janeispregnant.I'm

goingtobeafathertotwo!



Breeze:uhm..what?

Jack:Sheiscarryinganotherflowerofmine.Isn't

thatamazing?

Breeze:(scoffs)hmm..

Jack:Canwepleasecelebratethistogetherasa

family.Iwantustocometogetherandraise

glassestoanewmemberofourfamily.Comehave

dinnerwithustomorrow.

Breeze:NahIwontbethere.ButimsureGailand

Sagiwould.Congratsbytheway.

Jack:Tha-

HehangupbeforehecanfinishtalkingandJack

sighedlookingatthephone.MeanwhileJane'sfeet

gotcoldasshestoodtherelookingathim.

Jack:Hewontmakeit.YourknowIthoughtwehad

passedthepastandatleastmybrotherwillbe

happyforme.Butinsteadhehangsuponme.



Jane:Itsohkbaby.I'msurewecancelebrate

withouthim.DontletBreezegetinthewayofyour

happiness.Yourgoingtobeafathersoon.We

reallydon'tneednegativitynowdowe?

Jacksmiledandkissedherbeforeholdingher

hands.

Jack:IloveyouJane.

Jane:Iloveyoutoo.

.

.

.

.
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AttheHospital.

RosestoodupstillholdingKagiso'shandand

smiledlookingathimnotwantingtoletgo.She

pulledherhandbufcouldn'tfreeherselffromhis

gripandfinallysatdownlookingathim.

Rose:youdorealizeit'slateandIgottagethome

ormyunclewillhangthatheadofyoursonastick.

Kagiso:(smiling)Sonowyouragreeingthathe'll

hangmyheadonastick?

Rose:NoIdont.ButI'msurehe'lldomuchmore

thanthat.Hebelievesthatpunishmentisbetter

thandeathcourseindeathyouwontfeelthepain

butifhepunishesyou,he'llmakeitpainfulsoyou

cansuffer.

Kagiso:YouLyonsarecreep's.

Rose:(laughs)thatweare.IfyouletmegoI

promisetocomebacktomorrow.



Kagiso:Promiseisapromise.

Rose:Ipromise.

Kagisoslowlyletgoandshestooduplookingat

him.Shewinkedathimandhesmiledthenshe

walkedout.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezeplayedwithhisfoodasangerandjealousy

filledhimupinthestomach.Heclenchedhisjaws

anddrankhiswine.Hekeptonplayingwithhis

foodasGailstoleglimpsesathimandate.Hesaw

herlookingathimandturnedlookingatherwhen

shequicklylookedinherplate.

Breeze:Youwannasaysomething?

Gail:Uhmno.Notatall.



Thedoorbellrangandhestoodupgoingtoopen.

Herubbedhisheadandpulledthedooropentoa

man.Hewashissizeandheightbutalittlebut

darkerthanhim.

Breeze:Heyman.HowcanIhelpyou?

Guy:Hey,mynameisMxolisi.IsGailaround?

Breeze:Whatdoyouwantwithmywife?

Mxolisi:Icametogetmycar.Thatoneoverthere.

Breeze:Soyourtheonethatwaswithmywife

yesterdayallnightandatewhatbelongstome.

Youtheguythatateonmytablewithoutprotection.

Mxolisi:Youknowmanthisisnottherighttimeto

dothis.YesIwaswithherbut-

WithoutthinkingtwiceBreezeraisedhisfootand

kickedhimbetweenthelegsandhefelldown

holdingbetweenhislegsgroaninginpain.Breeze

punchedhiminthefacesidetosidebeforekicking

hischestandfelldownwhenhegotonhisstomach



punchinghimacoupleoftimes.Mxolisitriedto

pushhimoffbutBreezegrabbedhishandspinning

themdownwithhiskneesandcontinuedpunching

himwhilehegroanedinpain.

Mxolisi:Getoffme.

Gailheardthenoiseandrushedoutofthehouse

whenshestoppedonhetrackslookingatBreezeon

topofMxolisiwhowasbleedingbuthecontinued

punching.Shequicklyranoverandtriedstopping

Breezebuthepushedherandshefellonherbutt

cryingandlandedastrongpunchthatbroke

Mxolisi'sjaw.

Breeze:Yougottheballstocometomyhouseand

lookmeintheeyeafterwhatyoudid?!Wantwaela

kanamonna.I'mgoingtokillyou.

Gailstoodupandpulledhimbyhisshirtbuthe



grabbedherhandandpushedherbackonthe

ground.Shestoodupagainandthistimefellon

themandMxolisigotfree.Heusedhislastenergy

andpushedGailasideandpunchedBreezeonthe

mouthbeforehespearedhimandtheyfellonthe

flowers.

CarlightsbouncedonthethemandSagistopped

thecarandsteppedoutrunningover.Shelookedat

themfightingandusedallherforcepushingthem

apart.Withangerinthemtheypushedheraway

andshetrembledandgainbalance.

Sagi:Stopit!Isaidstopit!Breezestop!

Shelookedatthemandfrustrationalongwithanger

filledherupandsherushedtothecartakingouther

bag.Shelookedforhermakeupmirrorandbrokeit

ontheground.Shepickedtwobiggerglassesand

walkedover.Shestoodtherelookingatthembut

theydidn'tstopsoshestabbedBreezeonthethigh

whenhefellonthegroundgroaningwiththeglass



stillthereandbloodcomingout.Mxolisisawthe

opportunityandjumpedathimwithapunchbut

Sagistabbedhimwithanotheroneofthearmand

helandedonthefloor.Theybothgroanedofthe

groundandsheturnedlookingatGailwhowas

sittingonthegroundcrying.

Sagi:(shouting)Sothisishim?AnswermeorI'll

alsostabyouorworseslityourthroat.

Gail:(crying)Yess!Itshim.Hejustwantedhiscar

back.Hewasn'thereforme.

Sagi:Mxm.

Sagiwalkedintothehousetothemainbedroomas

thepainofthetattocoverherwaistsidetoherleg.

Shetookoffherclothesandworeherragbefore

goingdownstairstofetchices.Tearsburnedher

eyesasitgotworseandworse.Shequicklywentto

thebathroomandthrewtheicesinsideandopened

thecoldwater.Shetookoffherragandshewasall

swollen.Shesteppedinsidethecoldwaterand



layedbackrelaxinglisteningtothepain.Thoughit

waspainfulitwasn'taspainfulcomparedtotheone

shefeltinherheart.

Meanwhileoutside.GailrushedtoBreezeasshe

groundedonthegroundandhesitantlytriedpulling

theglassout.

Breeze:Gail..pullthedamnthingout.Ithurts.

Gaillookedathisfaceandbiteherlipclosingher

eyesandpulledouttheglassandbloodflowed.

Mxolisilookedatthemandstoodupholdinghis

arm.Seeingherlikethiswithhimhurthimsomuch.

Hethoughtmaybewhenhecamebyshe'llbreak

freeandcomewithhimbutno,shedidthe

opposite.Helookedatthehouseandshookhis

headrememberingthevoicethatcalledouthis

packageanditwasthatgirlthatstabbedhim.The

oneGailsaidshewascrazyandhebelittledher



word.

Mxolisi:Gail?Ineedthecarkeys.

Gail:Thereinsidethecar.(Teary)Anddon'tyou

evercomebackhere.Idontloveyou.Ilovemy

husband.Leavemealoneandnotonceshowyour

faceonmyaccount.Ihateyou.

Heswallowedthepainlookingher.Breezeturned

lookingatherandlookedatMxolisi.Thoughhe

alsohatedhimheknewthatseeingthewomanyou

loveturntoanothermanhurtsomuchmorethan

anyinjury.HelookedasideandbackatGailwho's

tearsrolleddownhercheeks.Asmuchashealso

lovedheranothermanlovedhertooandifshealso

lovedhimthewayhedid,shewouldn'tcheat.She

wouldholdontothepainanddealwithitina

reasonablemannerthewaytheyalwaysdo.But

instead,withouthesitationhewenttohimthesame

dayofhisconfessionshowinghimthatwithevery

secondthelovetheysharedwasslowlyfading



away.

Breeze:Doyoulovehim?Justbehonestwithme

Abigail.

ShelookedathimandbackatMxolisiwhoheldhis

handwithaswollenface.Shetriedsearchingfor

thelovebutatthismomentshecouldfindthe

answertohisquestion.Sheturnedlookingat

Breezewhohadaemotionlessfacelookingather.

Gail:Itwaslust.Amomentofweakness.

Breeze:Didyouenjoyyourselfyesterday?Imean

the(clearedthroat)thesex?Wasitgood.

Gail:(teary)babypleasedontaskmethat.

Breeze:Justanswerthedamnquestionsowecan

sortthisoutonceandforall.Didyouenjoythesex

?



Gaillookedinhiseyesandevenifhewascalmshe

cansensethepaincomingoutofhisvoiceandhis

eyessaiditall.

Gail:No..Ididn't.Itwasfullofemotionsand

sorrow.Ididn'tenjoyit.

Mxolisiswallowedandturnedaroundheadingtohis

car.Hecouldtakethepainanymore.Hearingthose

wordscomeoutofhermouthwaslikecuttingyour

heartwitharazoreventhoughithurts.

Hegotinhiscarwhenatearrandownhischeek

andhisphonerang.Itwashisfather.Heanswered

ashedroveout.

Him:Donald!

Mxolisi:(sighed)Jacob?

Jacob:Obitsannarragowithmyname?Whenare

youreturningfromoverseas?



Mxolisi:inacoupleofmonthswhy?

Jacob:courseyouneedtogetherebytwodays.

Wehavealottotalkaboutandnotoverthephone.

Wehaveaceremonycomingyoushouldbehereas

afamilymember.

Mxolisi:(sighed)fine..firstIneedtosortoutsome

things.

Jacob:Something'slikewhat?

Mxolisi:they'repersonaldad.I'llseeyouthen.Bye

.

Jacob:bye.

Hesighedandstartedthecar.Nonofhisfamily

membersknowthatheintowncoursetothemhe

wasalawyeroverseasnotknowingheownsaLaw

FirmhereinSouthAfrica.Butthentheywerethe

leastofhisproblemsrightnow.Hehadtosavethe

womanhelovedfromthatculprit.Hesmiledand

tookaturnheadingtothepolicestationtoopena

caseofassault.



Meanwhile.GailputBreezeshandaroundher

shoulderandhelpedhimstand.Thepainstruck

himashepulledhislegandfrowned.Whatkindof

awifedoesthistoherhusband.Heknewthatshe

wasviolentbutthiswasgettingoutofhandandit

seemslikeshedoesthiswithouthesitationwhichis

notgood.Gailstoppedandlethimadjustthepain.

Gail:Theglasswassharpandlong.Thewound

mustbedeeptoo.LetmegogetthecarI'lltakeyou

tothehospital.

Breeze:ItsjustalittlewoundGail.

Gail:andthatlittlewoundhurt.Andalot.Your

losingmorebloodlookatyou.IknowI'mnotyour

favouritepersonatthemomentbutstillthatwont

stopmefrompushingyourassintothatcarand

driveyoutothehospital.

Breezesmiledlookingasideandstoodononeleg



assheranintothehouseandcamebackwiththe

carkeys.Shehelpedhimintothecarandstarted

theenginedrivingoff.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Roseenteredthehousetoamouthwateringaroma.

Hermouthwateredinstantlyandshewalkedtothe

kitchenwhereherparentswerekissingsitting

aroundthetable.Shesmiledlookingatthemand

satdown.

Jack:(smiling)heyhunny.Wherehaveyoubeen?

Rose:Iwasat..uhm..uncle'splace.

Jane:howarethey?iseveryoneohk?

Rose:yeahtheyareallcheeredupandbubb6as

usual.

Janeswallowedtothatstatement.Soitmeanshe



doesn'tcare.Sheworeitoffwithasmileand

lookedather.

Rose:Sowhat'stheoccasion?DidImissed

something?

Jack:(smiling)takeaguess.

Rose:DadI'mbadatguessing,youknowthat.

Jack:tryingneverhurt.

Rose:Ohk..youboughtmomacar.Yougot

promotions...?Youboughtmeahousemaybe?

Jane:(laughing)notin3yearsbaby.

Rose:ohthenwhatisit?

Jack:We'reexpectinganewfamilymember.Your

gonnabeasister!

Rose:(frown)What?

Jane:(smiling)Yeass..

Shelookedatthemandthesmileontheirfaces



broughttearstohereyes.Shestoodupandwent

tohugthem.Shehadalwayswantedasibling.

.

.

.
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Atthehospital.

GailandBreezewalkedouthandinhandwithher

holdingasmallplasticbagofhisprescription.She

pressedthekeyandthecarunlockedhelpinghim

intothecarandclosedthedoor.Shewenttothe

driversideandgotinbeforeclosingthedoorand

startedtheenginedrivingoff.

Breezelookedatherandlookedoutofthewindow

asthecardroveoff.



Breeze:YouknowIloveyouright?

Gaillookedathimandsmiledbeforelookingback

attheroad.

Gail:Iknow.AndIloveyoutoo.

Breeze:AndasmuchasIloveyouIdontwantyou

tothinkthatyourstuckwithmefortherestofyour

life.

Gail:Whatdoyoumean?

Breeze:Isawhowyoulookedatthatguy.Howyou

defendedhim.Youmightsayyoudontlovehimbut

you'rebodylanguagesaysadifferentthing.

Gail:BabyIwasjustscaredthatyou'llkillhimand

I'llenduplosingyou.Idontwantyoutogoto

prisonbecauseofmyselfishness.

Breeze:Iwouldn'thavekilledhimeventhoughI

verywantedtoo.Look..ithappenstohaveequal



feelingsfortwopeopleatthesametime.Andfrom

thelookoftheeyeyouhavefallenforthisguy.Gail

I'vedonealotworsethancheat,andhurtyou.So

I'mthelastpersontostandbetweenyouandyour

happiness.Ifwhoeverthefuvkthatwasmakesyou

happythenIwontstopyoutobewithhimbutI'll

stopyoutooifyoukeepholdinghandswithhim

behindmyback.

Gail:Baby-

Breeze:Letmesayfirstplease.(Swallowed)GailI

loveyouandIdontwannaloseyou.Yourmyfirst

love.Myfirstwife.ThefirstpersonthatIeverlet

closetomeafterwhatI'vebeenthroughwithmy

family.TheonlypersonIrelayedonwithmyheart.

Yourthebestthingthathaseverhappenedtome

andIfuvkedthatup.Butifhecantreatyoubetter

thenthatshallbe.Iloveyou.God..Iloveyouso

badAbigail.ButifIloveyou(teary)ifIloveyou

thenIguessIshouldletyoube.

Gail'sheartskippedandshehitthebreakrightin



themiddleoftheroadandatearrandownher

cheek.Sheturnedlookingathimashestaredout

ofthewindow.Fromthereflectiononthewindow

shesawhistearrollingandforherthuswasthe

firsttimeseeinghistear.

Gail:(teary)BreezeIloveyou.Youmusthaveread

mewrongbutIloveyou.IknowwhatIdidwas

wrongbutimcertainlysureaboutmyfeelings.IfI

wantedtoleaveyouIwouldhavedonethatalong

timeagobutIstayed.AndI'mnotgoinganywhere.

ThereisnoanyothermanthatI'mgoingtolethim

inifit'snotyou.Yourtheonlymanthathasakey

tomyheart.YesIhavefeelingsforMxolisibuttheir

notasstrongastheonesIhaveforyou.The

feelingihaveforhimaren'tabletopullmetohim

butforyoutheyareunexplainable.Iloveyouand

I'mnotleavingyou.I'msorrythatcheatedandI'm

sorrythatIlethimintoourmarriage.Itrulyam.

Breeze:youhavefeelingsforthisguyGailandhe

alsohasfeelingforyou.An-



Gail:Ithappenedonce.Iwashurtbythefactthat

youleftandwenttofuvkanotherwomen.Iwas

hurtbyyourconfession.Iwasn'tintherightstate

ofmind.

Breeze:butnowyouare.

Gail:Still.Idon'tknowhowtosaythistoyoubutI

loveyoumore.

Breeze:Areyousure?CoursewhateveryousayI

haveafeelingthatyouhidingback.Yournotbeing

honestwithme.

Gail:(crying)babyI'mnotlying.Iloveyou.Please

believeme.Ireallyloveyou.

Breezeturnedlookingatherandtouchedherface

rubbingherte6withhisthumb.Hepulledherinfor

atighthugasshecriedonhisshoulder.

Breeze:Iloveyoutoo.



Afterawhiletheybrokethehugandshewipedher

tearsanddroveoff.

AtBreezes.

ApolicecarparkedoutsidefollowedbyMxolisi.

Twopoliceofficerssteppedoutofthecarandso

didheheadingtothehousewheretheypressedthe

doorbell.

Sagiheardthedoorbellastheypressedit

countlesstimes.Shesighedopeninghereyes

lookingattheceiling.Shefinallygotoutofthe

waterandworeherslipperswithherwetfeetand

hergownheadingdownstairs.Shelookedinthe

kitchenandthediningroombuttheybothweren't

there.Thedoorbellrangag6andsheclenchedher

jawsandopenedthedoorinfrustrationcoming

facetofacewithtwopolicemanandMxolisibehind

them.Herskincrawledlookingathisfaceand

almostfeltlikethrowingup.



Sagi:YouknowofficerIhaveverybadmannersand

temper.Couldn'tyoupressthebuttononceinstead

ofplayingmusicwithit?

Officer:I'mofficerMashegoandthisismy

colleagueofficerSele.Isyourhusbandaround?

Sagi:(foldedhands)DoIlooklikehiskeeper?

Officer:manwereheret-

Sagi:ifhewasherehewouldbetheonetoopen

thedoorforyoudontyouthink?Imeanitsalmost

11o'clock,nomanallowshiswifetoopenthedoor

thistime.Unlessyouguysdo.Anywaywhyare

youlookingforhim?

Carlightsbouncedonthembeforetheycould

answerandGaildroveinparkingbesidesthepolice

van.Gail'sheartpoundedlookingatthepoliceby

thedoorandMxolisi.Breezesighedandopened

thedoorsteppingoutasGaillookedathimlimp

overtothem.Shequicklyfollowedhim.



Breeze:Shallwe?

Heputhishandstogetherbehindhimwithout

hesitationasSagiandGail'sheartpounded.The

policeofficertookoutthecuffandcuffedhim

beforepushinghimtowardsthecarasthey

watched.

Breeze:Youknowthere'snoneedtoberoughwith

me.

Officer:Youknowwe'vebeenonyourtailforquite

alongtime.Ihopetheylinkyourassaultcaseto

everycrimeyouevercommitted.Tsena!

Theypushedhiminsideandclosedthedoorand

wenttotheirsidesanddroveoff.MeanwhileSagi

lookedatthecardrivingoutandthelights

disappearedintothedarkness.Thisfeltlikethey

weretakinghimawayfromherwithoutagoodbye.



Ithurtshereverytimehegetsawayfromherbut

whenhe'shereallsheeverwantsistoinflictpain

onhim.Atearrandownhercheekwhenshelooked

atMxolisiwhoturnedheadingtohiscar.Sagis

bloodboiledwhenshekickedhershoesoffandran

towardshimjumpingonhisbackhittinghim

countlesstimesscreaming.Gail'sheartskipped

lookingatherandranoverandtriedpullingher

awaybutinsteadshebitMxolisionthenecknot

lettinggoandbloodflowed.Mxolisiscreamedin

painandtriedshakingheroffbutsheburiedher

teethevenmoreonhisneck.Herantohiscarwith

herstillgluedonhimandhitheragaisntthecar

breakingthewindowandthat'swhensheletgo.

Heheldhisneckthatwasinpainasbloodflowed

outlookingathercoveredwithhisbloodonher

mouth.Shecoughedstandingupandlookedathim

withrage.Gailranoverandstoodbeforeher

lookingatherrangegrowingwitheverysecond

lookingatMxolisi,plusthebloodthatscatteredon

hermouthflowing.



Mxolisi:Areyoucrazy?

Sagi:ohhunny,Didsheforgettomentionshehad

acrazysisterwife?

ShepushedGailasideandrantowardshim.

Mxolisiheldherhandandtwisteditaroundher

backandshescreamedinpainwhenhepushedher

andshefelldownhittingherheadonthepavement

andblankedout.Gail'sheartracedlookingatSagi

notmovingandrushedtoherpickingherheadto

herlapchecki5herpulseastearsrolledout.

Gail:Nono..Sagiwakeup.Sagipleasewakeup.

Mxolisi'sheartbeatedsohardacrosshischestit

couldliterallyjumpoutlookingathermotionless.

Hismouthwentdryandhisheadwentblank.

Gail:(crying)Whathaveyoudonetoher?Itoldyou



tostayawayfrommelookwhatyoudid?Callan

ambulancedontjuststandthere.

Hequicklywentinsidehiscarandpickedhisphone

callingtheambulanceandtheytoldhimthey'llbe

therein1n30mins.Hisheartskippedandhangup

lookingatherasshecriedholdingSagiinherarms.

Whetheambulancearrivesthey'llcallthepolice

andhemightgetarrestedifshe'sdead.Hecant

affordtobearrested,thatcouldendhiscareer.

Especiallywithamurderrecord.Heclosedthedoor

andstartedthecardrivingoffwithfullspeed.

MeanwhileGailscoffedlookingathimdrivingoff

andbackatSagi.Hedidn'teventellherifhecalled

theambulanceorwhat.

Shegatherdherselfandstoodupopeningthecar

doorintheback.ShewentbacktoSagiandpicked

herthoughshewasabitheavyforherandputher

inthecarbucklingherandclosedthedoor.She

rushedtothedriverssideandlookedatSagi

makingsureshewasfineforspeedanddroveoff

steppingontheacceleratorthewayBreezetought



her.

.
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Atthehospital.

It'sbeenadaysinceshewasout.Gailpressedher

phonesendingtheemailandsighedswitchingitoff

andsatbacklookingatSagi.Shewassobeautiful

andinnocentwhensheisasleep.Herclearskin

paintedherasthemostheartgiftedperson.The

factthatMxolisilefthertodiewassosurprising



andnothingshehadpossiblyimaginedhimtobe

like.Hedidn'tevenmakecontacttocheckhowshe

wasgoing .Shecouldhavedied.Andthefactthat

thepoliceyesterdayrefusedtoletherintosee

Breezeitchedher.

ThedoorslidopenandtheDoctorsteppedinwith

Sagisfileandastethoscopearoundherneck.

Doctor:MrsLyon.

Gail:Heydoc.Howisshedoing?Isshegoingto

befine,she'sbeenoutforadaynowandI'm

worried.Pleasegivemesomethingtokeepmy

hopeup.

Doctor:(sighed)Ihavegoodnewsandbadnews

MrsGail.Whichoneswouldyouliketohearfirst?

Gail:Thebadnews.Thegoodoneswilleaseme

after.

Doctor:Accordingtotheresultswearedealing

withmorethanaLongtermstressthathad

increasedtheriskofhermentalhealth.Thisis



morethananxietyordepression.Somesortof

mentalillness.

Gail:Whatdoyoumean?Whatcouldthatpossibly

be?

Doctor:YouwontlikewhatI'mthinking.Ihaveto

askyouafewquestionsbeforeIcanexplainexactly

whatwearehavingonourtable.

Gail:Ohk..I'mopen.

Doctor:hasMrsLyonevershowedanysocially

irresponsiblebehavior?

Gail:Notreally.Sagihasalwaysbeentookindto

othersandnotoncehassheeverreacted

irresponsible.

Doctor:ohk.Hassheeverdisregardedorviolated

otherpeople'srights?

Gail:Yeah..whensheismadorunderalotofpain.

Doctor:mmh..hasissheabletodistinguish

betweenrightandwrong?

Gail:Sometimes.



Doctor:Doesshefinditdifficultyinshowing

remorseorempathy?

Gail:yeah..sheenjoysinflictingpainonherself

andothers.Shedoesn'tfeelsorry.Wellmostofthe

time.

Doctor:(sighed)lies,manipulateorhurtothers?

Gail:sheisnotreallythetypetoliebutabouther

feelings.Manipulativesometimes.Andyesshe

hurtspeople.Sheliterallyjuststabbedourhusband

withaglassandjumpedonsomeone'sneckbiting

him.Daysbeforeshechasedhimwithaknifelikea

madwoman.

Doctor:recurringproblemswiththelaw?

Gail:that'shergame.Allthetime.Whyareyou

askingmethisweirdquestionanyway?

Doctor:AccordingtowhatyousaidIthinkits

biggerthanwethought.

Gail:Whatdoyoumean?

Doctor:IthinkweredealingwithPsychopathy.The

questionsIaskedyouweretofindoutand



apparentlyshehasbeenshowingyouguysred

flagswithoutyourknowledge.Symptomsor

Psychopathy.

Gail'sjawsdroppedlookingatherandlookedback

atSagiwhowasinnocentlylayingtherewitha

bandagearoundherhead.Shescannedherface

andlookedbackatthedocandwhenshethought

aboutit,itallmadesenseandatthesametimeit

didn't.

Gail:What?

Doctor:yeah.ButI'llhavetoverifythatwhenshe

wakesup?JustthatfornowI'mgivingyouheads

up.She'sdangerous.Andthegoodnew.(Smiling)

she'spregnant.Congratulation!

Gail::(smiling)

Doctor:I'llcomebackandwarnheronher

consumptionofalcoholcourseIfoundalotof

alcoholinhersystemwhichistoodangerousfor



thebaby.Youguysareluckythebabyisalsoa

fighter,justslikehermom.

Gailswallowedlookingatherasshecheckedher

andwrotedownbeforewalkingput.Gaillookedat

Sagiagainandsatdownonthechairgoingthrough

everythingwithapoundingheart.

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Mxolisitossedandturnedonhisbedunabletorest

andthishasbeinggoingonsincethatincident.The

pictureofSagisbodylayingmotionlessonthe

groundkeptflashingbackandhecouldn'tevenpick

uphisphoneandfindoutiftheambulancearrived

orwhat.ThelookofhatredinGail'seyeswasso

breakingwhenshesattherewithSagiinherhands.

Andthemostcowardthingheeverdidwasletfear

takecontroloverhim.

Hisphonerangonthechargerandhelookedat



OfficerMashegoscalluntilithangup.Heknew

whathewasgoingtosaytohimandprobablyhe

mightbewantedonthestreets.Thephonerang

againandheswallowedbeforepickingthephone.

Officer:Ngngmonna..thisisnothowitwork.Oko

kaemorena?Youhavetocometothepolice

stationand-

Mxolisi:I'mdroppingthecharges.

Officer:What?

Mxolisi:Yeah..sorryforwastingyourtime.Let

himgo.

Officer:Wiatdidhebuyyouorthreatenyou

anyhow?Courseifhedidwecanchargehimwith-

Mxolisi:nohedidnothing.Just..I'mdroppingthe

chargesohk.It'sonmenothim.

Hehangupashisheartpoundedandputthephone

down.Afterwhathedidit'sthelisthecando.Let

thefamilyhavepeace.



Hesighedstandingupandwenttotakeouthis

clothesoutoftheclosetandhiscasethrowing

themonthebed.Maybegoingtohisfather

wouldn'tbesuchabadideaafterall.

AtthePolicestation.

Breezelayedontheoldmattressfacinguplistening

tothepainonhisleg.Hehasn'tchangedthe

bandageandcleanedthewoundinhourswhileat

thesametimehecouldn'ttakeitoffcourseitmight

catchinfections.Atthispointhewonderedhowhis

wifeswherecoping.Heleftwithoutsaying

goodbyeandthethoughtofMxolisitakingaway

Gsilfromhimbreakhimevenmore.Ontheother

handSagi.Theonlyfemalehe'severmetwhowas

toostrongandpowerfulinherownwaywasslowly

butsurelyturningintoamonsterheneversaw

coming.Theloveofhislifeturnedouttobeso

violenttoanextentthathecannotprotectheraway

fromherself.Shewasslowlydrowningintopain



andsorrowofdarknessallbecouseofhimandhe

doesn'tevenknowhowtohelpherout.Andonthe

otherhandaburdenoftruthisalsogettingtoo

heavyforhimthoughhewasn'tsureitifit'shisor

not,ifitisit'llbetheendofhim.Betterwayisto

tellwhileit'stooearly.

Theofficerunlockedthegateandwalkedinlooking

athimashelayedthere.

Officer:Areyemonna.Olokollotswe.

Breezeturnedlookingathimandstoodupwalking

outandtheofficerlockedthecellbeforeleading

himout.

Officer:Whatkindofmutinyareyouusing?

Breeze:Excuseme?

Officer:Yeah.Imeanwhatkindareyouusingthat

makessomanymanfearyou.Evenwhenyour

inside.Haayyiimarn.WhateverkindyouuseI



wantit.It'stoostronganditsworkingforyou.

Breeze:mxm.Idontknowwhatyourtalkingabout.

Theyarrivedatthetableandhesignedbefore

askingforaphoneandcalledOdirile.

Odirile:Betterbegood.

Breeze:Comegetmeatthepolicestation.

Odirile:Hellotoyoutooslacker.I'vebeengood

andyeahIwasn'tmissingyourcheatingassbut

becauseyourmyfriend..giveme5minsandI'llbe

therecourseyouhavesomeexplanationtodoon

howthefuvkyoulandedthere.

Breezebarehiseyebrowsbeforehangingup

shakinghishead.Hetookhisbelongings,(watch

andhisring)andwentout.Hesatunderashade

andafterawhileOdirileparkedinfrontofhimand

hehoppedinthentheydroveoff.



Odirile:Talk..

Hesighedbeforehestartednarratingeverything

headingtohishouse.

.

.

.

.
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AtBreezeshouse.

OdirileparkedthecarandsighedlookingatBreeze.

Heswitchedofftheengineandrelaxedtheseat.



Odirile:Soareyougoingtotellthemaboutthe

pregnancy?

Breeze:Yeahthat'sthething.Idontknowifthe

babyismineornot.YesterdayJackcalledasking

usoverfordinnertocelebratethepregnancy.SoI

cantjustbreakmymarriagewithsomethingI'mnot

sureoff.

Odirile:WhydontyouaskforDNAtest?That

womanissoattractedtoyouandtraditionallyas

theysay,ifawomanisattractedtoyouwhile

pregnantitmeansitcouldpossiblybeyours.But

dothoseDNA'sjusttobesure.

Breeze:What'sthepointman?EvenifIdothem

there'snoguaranteethatshe'llletmenearthat

babyevenitsmine.

Odirile:Thengadirajaloremotsenakalaw.Re

molatasemolao.Shehasnorighttokeepyouaway

fromyourchild.

Breeze:Yeahneh.



Odirile:JusttellthembeforeSagifindsoutaboutit

herselfcourseifshedoesyou'lllosethatkidinher

handsandit'llbeyourfault.Ontheotherhandhow

areyougoingtodealwithGail?

Breeze:Iwasthinkingofsendingherawayfora

vacationjustheronlytodigdipperintoherfeelings.

Forhertobeateaseandthink.AndI'llgetaway

withSagitofixmymess.

Odirile:Soyoursendingheraway.Dudewh-

Breeze:Itstheonlythingthatcomesuptomymind

atthispoint.Herbeingawayfrommewillgiveher

thepowertoovercomeherfearstoleaveme.She

ishidinghertruefeelingstryingtolockthemaway

forustosee.ShethinksifsheleavesmeI'llburn

thewholecitydownhuntingthatguythattookher

awayfromme.

Odirile:Wouldyou?

Breeze:(breathingin)no..Iwont.It'llhavebeen

herchoiceandI'llsupportherdecision.



Odirilelookedathimandsmiledlookingathim

beforescoffingandBreezeturnedlookingathim.

Breeze:What?

Odirile:Thatwouldbeafirst.Butanywaydo

what'sright.Youdidwrongsoit'saboutdamntime

youfixyourshit.Gotakecareofthatwoundandsit

themdownandtalklikeamarriedcouplenot

teenagers.

TheybrohuggedbeforehesteppedoutandOdirile

droveoffdialingBonolo.Hesmiledusingonehand

andconnectedtothecarputtingthephonedown.

Bonolo:Hey.

Odirile:HiBee.What'sup?

Bonolo:Nothingmuch.Whataboutyou?

Odirile:Justmissingyou.

Bonolo:(smiling)Odirileyoudontevenknowme.I



couldbeaserialkiller.

Odirile:Idealtwithalotmoreworsethanthatbaby

girl.

Bonolo:Idoubtthat.Whatcareerdidyouchoose?

Odirile:career?Dontyouwanttofindout?

Bonolo:Idothat'swhyI'masking.

Odirile:Thenlet'smeetupforlunch.Itsfriendly.I

promiseIwon'tdoanythingtomakeyoufeel

uncomfortable.

Bonolo:(smiling)I'llthinkaboutit.

Odirile:Sweet.Bye.

Bonolo:bye.

Hehangupandbreathedoutbeforesmilingand

steppedontheaccelerator.

BackatBreezes.Breezewalkedintoahousethat

wastooquiettobeownedbytwowoman.He



sighedandlimpedonthestairsuptotheirbedroom

takingoffhisclothe.Hewalkedintotheshowerstill

withthebandagewrappedaroundhisthighand

balancedthewatersteppingunderit.Afterawhile

hesteppedouttookoffthebandageandtookout

thefirstaidkit.Hesatonthetoiletseatandopened

thekitcleaninghiswound.Afterawhilehe

bandageditandclosedthekitputtingitbackand

wentouttohiscloset.

Heworehisblackclothesandsteppedoutgoing

downstairsandpickedhisphoneonthetableand

wenttomakehimselffood.Heputitonthecharger

anddialedSagibutherphonewentstraightto

voicemail.HedialedGailanditrangbeforeshe

pickedup.

Breeze:Hey..

Gail:Hey.Howareyou?Areyouout?Areyouohk?

Areyouhurt?

Breeze:(smiling)Calmdown..I'mfine.Whereare

youguys?



Gail:We'reatthehospital.Sagiwentcrazy

yesterdayIthinkthedoctorsareuptosomething

here.Theythinkshehasamentalillness.She'sa

psychopathBreeze.Sheisverydangerousnotonly

topeoplearoundherbuttoherselfalso.Theythink

thestressthatwebothcoursedhermighthave

beentoomuchthatittriggeredit.Didyouknowshe

wasapsychopath?

Breezesfoodlosttasteashismouthwentdryand

hisbraintwisted.Hisearswentparalyzedfora

secondwhenheslowlychewedthefoodthatwas

alreadyinhismouth.

Gail:Breezedidyouknowaboutthis?

Sohiswifewasapsychopath?Heaskedhimself

thatastheguiltofignorantwashedhim.He

couldn'tevenreadthroughthelinesthatsheherself

wasburyingsomethingthatsheneverwishedthem

toseeandhejusttriggeredthat.Apartofherthat



wasreallyevilandtheykeptonpokingit.Orshe

didn'tknowalso.

Breeze:GivemetwentyminsandI'llbethere.

Gail:therearegoodnewsthough..

Breeze:justkeepthenewstillIgetthereohk.

Hehangupandlimpedgoingoutandwenttothe

garageandlookedforhiscarkeys.HetookanAudi

R8keysandgotinbeforereversinganddroveoff.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

JackwatchedJanetakingouthisclothesand

nicelyfoldingthemputtingthemonthebed.The

pregnancywastreatinghersogoodthatthefact

thathearrangedamarriagefortheirdaughter

withoutherknowledgebrokehim.Buteitherway

therewasnoturningbackandonewayoranother



he'llhavetotellher.Hehatedtoruintheirhappy

momentsbutthenitiswhatitis.

Hewalkedoverandtooktheshirtfromherhand

andthrewitonthebedlookingather.Janesmiled

confusedwhenheheldherhandsinhisandkissed

them.

Jane:ohk..whatisit?

Jack:pleasepromisemeyouwontbemadatme

afteritellyouthis.Wellnotmadenoughtoleave

me.

Jane:(smiling)Comeontellme.Whatisit?

Jack:(swallowed)ImadeadealwithJacob.This

dealinvolvesourdaughterandIpromiseyouit'sfor

herwellbeing.

Jane:Ohk..whatkindofadealisthatthatyouand

yourfriendmadeinvolvingmyRose?

Jack:Averyhugedeal.

Jane:...ohk



Jack:Forherwellbeing.Iasthefathermadethe

decisionthatIsawfitforourdaughter.Jacob

promisedtotakecareofourdaughterandmake

sureshehaseverythingsheneeds.Medical

attentionandalltheyshalleverwishfor.Herlife

willbeofanAlist.They'llpayallhermedicalbills

andareevenwillingtosendheroverseastogetthe

helpsheneedspastthis.

Jane:Jacobcantofferyousuchhugethingona

silverplaterfree.What'sthecatch?

Jackswallowedlookingdeepinhereyes.Thiswas

likekissinggoodbyetohismarriageanddaughter

ontop.Butthenitwasnowornever.

Jack:she'llbegettingmarriedtoDonaldonFriday

thisweektraditionally.Hisfamilywillbehereina

dayfortheLobolanegotiat-

Aslaplandedonhischeekbeforehecouldfinish



hissentence.Heturnedlookingatherevileyesand

shestooduplookingathim.

Jane:Iknewitwouldcometothis.Didn'tIsayand

yousaidI'mfillingyourmouthwithwords?You

arrangedmydaughterinamarriageJack.My

daughterinamarriage.Youwentbehindourback

andarrangedamarriagewhileweshouldbe

lookingforawayfurtherfromthis.Atthe

SanatoriumtheyarecomingonFridayandthat

shouldbeourproblemsolvingforourdaughterand

wehavetospendthelittletimewehavewithher

butyoucrossedthelinesarrangingherina

marriage!Howcanyouevenmixthetwoand

besidescantyouseethateversinceshewentout

withheruncleshe'sbeenlightninupandyouwant

to-

Jack:ItsdoneJane.It'ssetandtheweddingwill

takeplaceonFriday.Icanceledwiththe

Sanatorium.AndatleastforonceJanesidewith

meandstandbymyword.I'mthemanhereandI

say.



Jane:YouarenotamanJack.Whatkindofaman

doesthistohisownchild?Whatofamanareyou

toletanothermanmakeadealofyourownchild?

Wh-

Jack:(shouting)Iwillnottoleratethis.Roseismy

daughterasmuchasshe'syours.Youalways

makedecisionsbuttheyalwaysfailandnowit's

abouttimeyouletmehandlethis.

Jane:(teary)yourrightshe'syoursasmuchasshe's

mine.Butdidn'tIhavetohaveasayinthis?Jack?

Jack:youhadtoobutyouweretooangrytolisten

orevenlookatme.Youignoredmeandspendthe

restoftheweekangrywithmefornoreason.You

didn'tevenwantmenearyounorhearwhatI

wantedtotellyousothatwecansitandcomeup

withabyerrideayetyouexpecttoknow.

Jane:(crying)JackI'mpregnant.

Jack:that'sbeforeIknewandnowI'mprettysureit

wasthehormonesbutthedecisionismade.Dealis

doneandsealed.



Hestoodupandlookedatherastearsescapedher

eyes.Hebithislipandturnedwalkingoutasshe

lookedathim.

Atthehospital.

Breezeslowlyopenedthedoorandsteppedinto

SagiandGaillookingateachotherholdinghands.

Theybothturnedlookingathimandsmiledashe

walkedoverandkissedthebothofthemandsat

withSagionthebed.

Breeze:Howareyoufeeling?

Sagi:Better.ThankGodIdidn'tlosemymemory

courseitsstoredforbetteruse.

GailandBreezeswallowedlookingatherandshe

smiledinnocentlylookingatthem.Breezeheldher

handwhiletheotherwrappedaroundherandshe

layedonhischest.



Sagi:Youbothseemtense.What'swrong?

Gail:Nothing.We'rejustaskingourselveswhatif

worsecould'vehappenedtoyou?Wewouldn't

forgiveourselves.

Sagi:(smiling)nothingisgoingtohappentome.

Notinalongtime.

Sagiclosedhereyesinhalinghisscentandsmiled.

It'sbeensolongsincesheheldherlikethisandit

feltsodamngood.SheopenedhereyestoGail

staringatherandfinallysmiled.SheheardBreezes

heartpumpfasterandfasterwhenshefrownedand

raisedherheadlookingathim.

Sagi:ohkBreezegetawayfrommeandlet'sallcut

theplay.

Breezestoodupfromthebedandwenttostandby

Gailandputhishandsinthepocketslookingather



asshefoldedherhandslookingatthem.Theroom

gotsotensewhenGail'shandsgotsweatyandshe

rubbedthemonhershirt.

Sagi:Icandothisallday.

Gail:ohk..Iguessitsconfessiontime.I'llstart.

Theybothlookedatherassheswallowedand

lookedbackatthem.

Gail:YesIsleptwithMxolisi.AndIdontknowhow

manytimesI'mgonnasaythisbutI'mnotreally

intohim.YesIfellforhimbutnotsostrongto

leaveyouguysandforthatI'msorry.I'mtruly

sorry.IloveyoubothsomuchandIdonthavea

wishtoleave.YourmirethanwhatIhaveever

wishedforandIwouldn'taskformore.I'msorry.

TheybothquicklyturnedlookingatSagiwho'sface

hadnoemotionsbutneutral.Shelookedatthem



confusedintheheadandturnedlookingatBreeze.

GailsaidthankedGodinherheartandalsoturned

lookingatBreeze.Heraisedhiseyebrowsand

rubbedhisheadlookingatthem.

Breeze:myconfessionwillbetheendofussoI'll

juststandback.

Gail:noBreeze.Weareinthistogether,whatever

youdidthisisthemomenttosayyourpeace.

Breezelookedatthemandwentpulledthechairto

thedoorleavingahugespaceandsatdownasthey

bothnarrowedtheireyebrowslookingathim.He

tookouthishandsandrubbedhisface.Nowor

never.Hebalancedhishandsunderhishandsand

lookedatthem.

Breeze:AsyouknowIcheatedtoo.Andityou

guysdemandedhername.(sighed)itsJane.



Theybothturnedlookingateachotherbefore

lookingbackathimashealsolookedatthem.

Breeze:yeah..theJaneyouknow.Jack'swife.

Gail:andhowlonghasthisbeengoingon?

Breeze:Itwasaonceoffthingatheroffice.Itore

herpantiesandputtheminmypocketandforgotto

getridofthem.

Gail:huh?

Breeze:Andthat'snottheworst.

Gail:Tellustheworst.

Breeze:She'spregnant.

Gail'sjawsdroppedasherheartsankrightintoher

stomach.BreezelookedatherandthenatSagi

who'sbeenlookingathimwithoutanyreactionor

saythoughherangerwasslowlyraising.



Breeze:Sagi.Babe.Itsohktobeangrywithme

butdontuseviolence.IknowIfuckedupbigtimeto

thebothofyoubutpleasedon'tleaveme.Ipromise

tofixmymessandeverythingwillheoutofour

heards.Iloveyoubothsomuchand-

Sagi:Youguyshavebeenprettybusynowweren't

you?

Gail:Sagi...

Sagilookedatherandshetookfewsteps

backwardstothedoorhidingbehindBreeze.Sagi

lookedatthemandsighedleaningbackandrelaxed

watchingthemstandingfarawayfromher

.

.
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Atthehospital.

InSagisward

Sagilookedatthemastheystoodtherestaringat

her.Shecouldseethattherewasmoretotheir

confessionbutcouldn'tputafingeratit.She

sighedandleanedbackrelaxingandlookedoutside

thewindow.

Sagi:what?

Theylookedateachotherbeforelookingather.

Breezesheartachedandhesighedwalkingoverto

hersittingontheotherchair.Helookedather

beforepullingherhandandkissedit.



Breeze:Iwontlie.I'mmadatyou.Youtendtouse

violencetoomuchformyliking.Yesyouhave

everyrighttobeangrybutbrutalityisnottheright

choicecoursenotonlyareyouhurtingusbut

yourself.Iknowthingshavebeenofftheringand

hellyeahwefuvkedupandforthatwe'resorry.I

didn'tknowyouhadthissideofyouandI'mreally

sorrythatItriggeredit.

Sagi:Whatsideareyoutalkingabout?Breezethe

onlysideofmethatexistsistheonewiththeloveI

haveforyoutwoandyouhurtme.

Breeze:I'msosorrybaby.I'mreallysorryandI'm

willingtomakethisright.Rightbythebothofyou.

Gailwalkedoverandstoodnexttohimandhe

pulledherhandkissingitstillholdingSagisthen

lookedatthem.

Breeze:Gail.I'mmastartwithyou.Iknowyousaid



youdonthavefeelingsforthatguybutIhavea

feelingthatthat'snottrue.Youcantkeepdenying

yourselftolovesomeonebecauseyourscaredof

me.Dontdenyyourselfashotofhappiness

becauseofme.NownotthatI'mgettingridofyou

oranythingbutIthinkit'sbestifyougogatherup

yourself.Digdeeperintoyourfeelingandfindout

whoyouwanttobewithcourseIcantshareyou.I

promisethatwhateverdecisionyoumakeI'llstand

byitcourseIloveyou.You'llspendamonth

surroundedbytheoceanwhereyou'llhaveapeace

ofmindandthinkstraight.I'lltalktoGarytofixthe

boatforyou.I'mnotsendingyouaway,Ijustwant

ustopartingoodtermsifweareandifwe'renot

thenweshallstartanewpage.Iloveyou.

Gail'seyeswelleduplookingathimwhenhestood

upandhuggedherbeforekissinghercubingher

face.

Breeze:Ifthere'sanotherwaypleaseletmeknow



courserightnowthisiswhatIcanthinkoff.Ihate

todothisbutit'sforyourownhappiness.Iloveyou.

GailtearsrolledwhensheturnedlookingatSagi

andwalkedoverhuggingherandsurprisinglyshe

huggedherback.Breezerubbedhisfacefacing

away.

Gail:(teary)Iwasgonnaholdontothisuntilwe're

donetalkingsothatthiscanbringalittlebitof

cheerupintherestofus.

Theybrokethehugandheldhands.Shesmiled

andwipedawayhertearslookingatSagi.

Gail:Thedoctorssaidyourpregnant.

Breezequicklyturnedlettinggoofhisfaceand

lookedatthem.



Sagi:What?

Gail:(smiling)you'repregnant!

Breezelookedatherneutralfaceashisheart

poundedsohardhecouldbarelybreathe.Asmile

slowlystartedatthecornerofherlipsandfinally

widenedandBreezebreathedoutrelaxingsmiling.

Hewalkedoverandstoodnexttothemasthey

huggedeachotherandfinallykissed.Gailstoodup

andBreezepulledSagiintoatighthugalmost

blockingtheairtopassoutofhappiness.

Sagi:I-cant-breath..

Hequicklyletgoandtheyalllaughedlookingathim

andhesmiled.

Breeze:I'msorry..



InKagiso'sward

Kagisolaidonthebedrecallingeverymemoryhe

spentwithhismother.Hemissedthesoundofher

voice,herscent,herpresenceandhereternallove.

Everythingabouther.Hekickedthesheetsbefore

gettingoffthebed.Itsbeenawhilesincehe

walkedaroundwithhisowntwofeet.Heclosedhis

eyesandfinallyopenedthemwalkingouttothe

reception.Hegotthereandleanedonthecounter

lookingatthereceptionist.

Receptionist:Hey..youshouldn'tbeoutoftherein

factwalkingaround.Yournotfullyheeled.

Kagiso:Iknow.ButcanImakeaphonecall?

Receptionist:yourdadishere,I'msurehe'llseeyou

soon.He'sstillwithhiswife.

Kagiso:Mydad?

Reception:yes.MrLyon.



Kagiso:oh.He's..thankyoubutIdon'twanttocall

him.UwanttocallmymomandtellherI'mfine.

ItsbeensolongandI'msureshe'snotdoingany

goodandtakinghermedication.

Receptionist:Iunderstandbutyoucan'tbehere.

I'msurewe'llfindawaytoconnectwithherasfor

nowgobacktoyourward,yourhurtingyourself.

Kagiso:common..justonecalljusttotellherthat

I'mfine.

Receptionist:you'llhavethatmomentbutfornow

pleasegotoyourward.

Kagisolookedatherandsighedashisheartsank

andheturnedwalkingback.Hefeltlikeaprisoner

atthismomenteventhoughprisonersareallowed

tomakecalls.

AttheLyonsMansion

Janelayedonthebedcrying.Sheknewthiswas



notrightforthebabybutshecouldn'thelpit.She

finallygatheredherselfandgotoffthebedwiping

hertearsandwalkedout.

Therewasnotimeforcrying.Ifthiswastheonly

chanceshehadwithherdaughterthenshe'sgatta

makethebestoutofit.Shekeptthehopethat

maybeJackwouldcomebackandtellhera

differentstorythatsheneedstoheartoeaseher

buttimekeptticking.

Shewalkedtothekitchenwheresheusuallyfinds

herwithDineobutshewasn'tthere.Shewalked

backupstairstoherroomandgentlyknocked

beforegettinginbutitwasemptywithnosignsof

her.

Sheswallowedwalkingouttotheirroomandtook

outherphonedialingherstandingbythewindow.

Sheputthephonetoherearwhenshespottedher

inthegardenplayingwiththeirdogsandhangup

smilinglookingatherrunningaroundlaughing.

Herlaughterwassopleasingandthetypetojust

makeyousmileonyourown.Howshemissed



seeingthissideofher.Shehadwaitedforsolong

andfinallyshe'slaughing.

Jane:Godpleasedon'tletthemmarryheraway

please.

AtMxolisi'shome.

Ashedrovecloserandcloser.Hecouldseehis

parentsyardfullofcarsandpeoplerunningaround.

Hehadn'tbeenhomeinalongtimebutthisisnot

whatheexpectedtocomehometoo.Acelebration.

Hisbrotherspottedthefancycarandsmiled.

Lefa:(shouting)he'shere!Donaldhasarrived!

Theguysstartedwhistlinginhappinesstoseehim

aftersolongastheygirlsstartedscreaminglooking

atthebeautiful,handsomemansteppingoutofthe



car.Mxolisipulledacapinthecarandworeit

hidinghiseyeashisheartpoundedtoallthe

celebrationsofhisarrival.Buttohissurpriseeven

elederswalkedoutullulatingholdinganythingthey

couldcarrydancinginfrontofhimasothers

slightlyswipeddancing.

Hisbrotherwalkedoverandtheysmiledateach

otherbeforehuggingforalmostaminute.

Lefa:Welcomehomelittleone.

Mxolisi:Thankyoubrother.

Theybrokethehuglookingateachotherandfinally

laughedwhentheirmothersteppedoutofthe

houselookingclassyinhertraditionalattire.She

smiledlookingathersonandranoverfallinginhis

armscrying.It'sbeenawhile.

Mxolisi'smother(Betty):Ohmybaby!

Mxolisi:Hellomother.



Betty:Ithoughtyouhadabandonedme.Whydidn't

youvisitus?Didyourbossesbackatthestates

refuseyouwitha-

Mxolisi:nomother.Theydidn't.JustthatIhada

lotofcasesthepasttwoyears.EvennowIdobutI

hadtoasksomeonetotakecareofthemforme

thoughittookalotofconvincing.

Betty:Imissyousomuch.Lookatyou.Youreven

glowingandallgrownhelaoslim.Gorengwenale

Lefaleotilekatselayee?(WhyareyouandLefaso

skinny)weren'tyoueating?Arethecasesalotfor

youtohandle?

Mxolisi:MomI'mfine.AndnoI'mnotskinnyIwork

out.I'minshape.

Betty:youcallthisbeinginshape?Mxm.Iknew

thatyougoingtherewasabadIdeanowlookwhat

theydidtoyouthere.Theyputwrongideasinyour

headjustsoyou-

Mxolisi:mom..

Betty:finebutI'mgoingtomakeyousomefood.

Gomeetyourdadhe'sinside.Welcomeback.



Mxolisi:Thankyou.

Shetriedpullingoutthecapbuthestretchedhis

neckasidesoshecouldn'treachsinceshewas

shortandlaughed.Shesmiledbeforehittinghim

onthechestandwalkedawayleavinghimwithhis

brother.Lefalookedathisfitbrotherandbithislip

punchinghimonthestomachwhenhetookfew

stepsbackgroaningholdinghisstomach.Thegirls

giggledlookingatthemastheboyslaughed.

Mxolisi:Whatwasthatfor?

Lefa:fornotcominghomeforover2yearsand

makingmethecenterofeverythingaroundhere.

Welcomehomelittleone.

Mxolisi:Wow...sowhat'sthisabout?

Lefa:youshouldaskdad.

Helookedaroundtheyardanditwastoofull.He

spottedagroupofgirlslookingatthemandhe



wavedhisfingersforthemwithasmileandthey

giggledwavingback.Hebuthislipflirtywhenhis

brotherunknowinglytouchedhimonthebandage

andheflinched.

Mxolisi:Aaw..

Lefa:they'reyoung.Whathappenedtoyourhand?

Mxolisi:Igotacut.Nothingserious.

Lefalookedathimnotbuyingitandpathisbackas

theybothlaughedandwalkedinsidethehouse.

Theywalkedtothedidingandfoundhisunclesand

fathersittingaroundwithtwobottlesofstrong

liquoronthefloor.Thiseldersjustmovedthetable

justtoputtheirdrinkonthemaths.

Theyallsmiledlookingathimandhisfatherstood

upstretchinghishandsapartforahug.Hewalked

overandtheyhuggedsmilingbeforehegreeted

everyoneelseandtheysatdown.



Jacob:Welcomehomeson.

Mxolisi:thanksdad.

Uncle1:Yeah..bjalekemonnatia.(Nowhe'sa

grownman)Ithoughtwearegoingtomeetthat

newlyfreshbloodwhowasafraidofgirlsbut...no

marn.He'slookslikeheknowswhereit'shidden.

Theonlythingthathasnodefinitionofitsgoodness.

Isn'tboy?

Theyalllaughedandheshylylookeddown.

Mxolisi:(smiling)SorrymalomebutIdontknow

whatyourtalkingabout.

Uncle2:Heslying.Heknowsverywellwhatyour

talkingabout.Youcan'tgoawaythisfartoolong

andtellusthatyouhaven'tseenanakedwoman.

EspeciallyinAmerica.

Uncle1:Iknowheislying.Lookathissmile.Kana

kukuemonatemorwa.Rightthereyouwontlie.

AndI'msureyoualsodidwhatyouyoungster'sdo



thisdaysduringsexualintercourse.Whatdoyou

callthis?Uhm..theonewhereyoulickeachother?

Lefalerekegodiraeng?

Lefalookedathimandfinallylaughedlookingat

Mxolisiwhobithisliptryingnottolaugh.Hehad

forgottenhowhisuncleslovetalkingaboutsex

moreespeciallywhenthere'sagathering.

Lefa:Whenagirluhm..doesyoutheuhmyou

know..-

Uncle3:Bolelamorena.Bolela.Bitsa,eremarete.

We'reallmenhere.

Lefa:ohk..whenagirlputsputsyourpenisinher

mouthdownherthroatandyoueathermouthit's

calledablowjobandwhenyoulickhervaginait's

calledmuffing.

Uncle:yeahthatone.Muffling..

Mxolisi:Itsmuffingnotmuffling.

Uncle:Seeyouevenknowit.Thismeansyou've



lickedsomeone'sdaughtersprivates.

TheyalllaughedasMxolisi'sjawsdroppedand

finallyhelaughedembarrassed.

Uncle:sotellmeson.Howdoesittaste?KanaI

cantdothatwithMmagoTshiamo.Shewasold.

Howisit?

Jacob:Steveno.Yourdamagingmysonseven

further.

Uncle2:nahtheyarealreadydamaged.Aslongas

heknowsthatwomancarrythemostspecialthing

intheworldbetweentheirlegsandabletomake

themcumthenthat'sit.Theyevenknowthisthings

Stevenistalkingabout.Youdidthemrightson

?youroldnowyourdadwonthityou.

Mxolisi:(shyly)Yes..andit'sgood.

Uncle:Itoldyougoregaatshabekuku.Kukue

monatebanna.



Theyalllaughedashekeptonpraisingathowa

pussyislike.Afterawhiletheyallsettleddown.

Uncle2:Ankeompotšemowenašimane.Areyou

ready?

Mxolisi:Readyforwhatmalome?

Uncle1:(lookedatJacob)Youhaven'ttoldhim?

Mxolisi:Toldmewhat.

Uncle3:Thereasonwe'regatheredhere.

Mxolisishookhisheadandturnedlookingathis

father.Jacoblookedathimandbackattheelders.

.

.

.

Comment



[08/02,13:42]Lynne :Chapter40

AtMxolisihome.

Mxolisilookedathisfatherasheexplainedthe

reasonbehindallofthis.Everythingthathastodo

withhimcomingbackhome.Heneverthoughtthis

thingsofarrangedmarriagesexistbutnowthathe

wasinit,hejustcametohisworstnightmare.The

worstthingthathaseverhappenedtohiminthe

last28yearssincehewasborn.Hisbrainpoused

forafewminsmakinganewconnection,onethat

broughtangeranddisappointment.

Heclenchedhisjawslookingathimandstoodup

rubbinghisheadstillwiththecaponandangrily

lookedathisfatherthenathisbrother.

Mxolisi:YouknewaboutthiswholethingLefa?

Lefa:ifIhadknownIwouldhavewarnedyou.But

eitherwayIthinkit'sforyourowngood.It'sforthe



best.Coursethat'stheonlywaytogetintoyour

thickskullDonald.I'mprettysuretheinjuryonyour

handisnotbecauseyouscratchedyourselfor

whatever.Itonlycameonlyfromanangryman

becauseyoulikemessingpeople'smarriages.

Mxolisi:Itoldyouit'snothingserious.Andno

actuallyit'sfromanangrywoman.(ToJacob)And

dadno.I'mnotdoingthis.Whoever'schildyou

arrangedformetomarrytellhertheweddingisoff.

Jacob:I'mnotaskingyouI'mtellingyou.Your

gettingmarriedandthat'sthat.Mywordisfinal.

Mxolisi:ohmaybeyourwordneedsalittlebitof

correctioncourseI'mnotgoingdownthatrouteyou

plannedforme.Forchristsake!I'moldenoughto

getawomanformyself.TheoneIlove.

Steve:Welltellusthenson.Isthereanyoneyou

love?

Mxolisi:Yess!

Jacob:Whereisshe?America?Let'sgomeether

courseallthispreperationisn'tgoingtowaste.



Mxolisi:no..she'shere.Andyoucantmeetherdad

.

Uncle2:Whynot?Youloveherdontyou?

Mxolisi:Ido.Justthat..itscomplicated.

Lefa:(scoffs)there'snothingcomplicatedbrother.I

knowyou.Igrewupwithyouandwe'vebeenlikea

naleandafinger.Iknowyouhighandlow.Your

sidewaysandcenter.She'smarriedisn'tshe?

Mxolisi:She'snot!Youdontunderstand.(Sat

down)Iloveher(teary)justthat..shedoesn'tlove

metoapointwhereshecanleavehermantobe

withme.Idon'tknowwhattodotogether.Andit

hurtsmeseeingherwithhim.

Steve:(shookhead)Iknowthefeelingmyboy.

Painfullove.

Uncle3:Butloveisn'tpainfulunlessit'sthepainof

parting.That'sitrightson?

Mxolisi:Idontknow.AllIknowisIlovehersobad

uncle.

Jacob:ifithurtsthenit'snotrealloveson.True



lovehastobecomforting,passionateitslikea

complex.Ifthatgirldoesn'twanttobewithyou

thenletherbe.

Mxolisi:Butdadi-

Jacob:ifyouloveherlikeyousay..thenyou'lllet

herbe.

Mxolisi'stearescapedhiseyewhenhepulledhis

shirtwipinghistearandsighedlookingattheelders

rubbinghispalmstogether.

Jacob:Ipromiseyou'lllovethisgirl.She'sstill

youngandverysmart.I'mnotdoingthisbecauseI

hateyouson.I'mdoingthisoutoflove.You

alwaysfindithardtofindloveandonceitlanded

youinahospital.

Mxolisi:butdadIdontknowthegirlyoupickedfor

me.Shecouldbecrazyandalotofotherbad

things.

Jacob:thisoneisnotanyofthosebadthings.She



isbeautifulandrespectful.Everythingyou'dever

wishinawomanandeverythingyoueverlongedto

haveinyourlife.

Uncle2:Andyoudonthavetoknowprecious

relationshiptowithhertoknowthetypeofaperson

sheisbeforethemarriage.Thereisnoonekindof

lovestoryboy.

Mxolisi:Areyouforcingmeintothis?

Jacob:Anarrangedmarriageisnotthesamething

asaforcedmarriageson.BeingforcedInto

marriageiswhenbothpartiesdonotgiveinfull

consentintothewholesituationbutinourcaseits

different.I'maskingyoutogiveinandifyournot

wegettheoneyoulove.

Mxolisi:Shesmarrieddad.

Jacob:thenthatleavesuswithone.Ipromiseyou

wontregretthis.

Mxolisipulledthecapfurthercoveringhiseyesand

lookeddownstillrubbinghispalmstogether.The



lovehehasforGailwassopainfultoappointthat

hehimselfcouldn'texplainit.Thethoughtofher

beingwithhimnowinsteadofhimshatteredhimas

hesattheresurroundedbytheelders.

Hesighedwhenhestoodupputtinghishandsin

thepockets.Maybemovingpastthiswasn'tsucha

badidea.Andifhedeclinedthishewouldbe

puttinghisfamilyintoabigshameonhisfirstday

especiallywhenit'sallknownandpopular.

Mxolisi:Let'sdoit.

Theuncle'ssmiledandstooduphugginghimand

hisfatherstoodupshakinghishand.

Father:I'mproudson.

Shakinghandstothisfeltwrongandsomethe

feelingofnotbeingfullycommittedtothiswashed

onhim.Hewasn't.Helookedatthemasthey



startedtalkingaboutthenegotiationsandhe

swallowedwalkingouttohisroomwithaheavy

heart.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Rosesatonthegardenchairwithawidesmile

lookingatthedogsplaying.It'sbeensolongsince

shehadthisfeelingrunningthroughallthecellson

herbodyanditfeltsogood.Dineowalkedover

withatraywithherlunchandlutthemonthetable

lookingatherandsmiled.

Dineo:youmyfriendlookreallyhappy.What's

behindallthatsmileonyourface.

Rose:Itsnothing.Justthatit'sbeensolongand

afterImetKagisoeverythingjustflipped.Heisso

amazingand...Iknow.

Dineo:(smiling)Doyoulikehim?

Rose:Dineo...



Dineo:Youknowyoucantkeeprunningawayfrom

myquestionright?Onewayoranotheryou'llhave

toputonbiggirlpantiesandswallowyourfearand

confessbeforetheytakehim.

Rose:Aguyistheonethathastomakethefirst

move.

Dineo:Whosaidso?Whosetthatrule?

Rose:itiswhatitis.

Dineo:Watsenwawena.There'snosuchathing

thataguyhadtomakethefirstmove.Ifyoulike

theguyyouhaveeveryrighttotellhim,hecouldbe

shytotellyouforallyouknow.

Rose:NoIwont.

Dineo:thenconsiderityourlossifyoudont.

Shekissedherforeheadbeforegettingbacktowork

leavingRosewithascaredheart.Shewouldn't

wanttolosehim.He'stheonlypersonthathas

managedtopullheroutofthedarknessshebeen

heldupinslowlyandshecouldfeelherselfgetting



there.ShepickedherdrinkanddrankwhenJane

walkedoversittingnexttoherandpickeda

sandwichfromherplate.

Jane:(chewing)thisisgood.

Rose:mom...that'smyn.

Jane:I'msorryhunnybutthelittleonewanteda

taste.

Rose:(smiling)howisthebaby?Icantwaitforits

arrival.

Jane:thebabyisfine.Andyou?

Rose:I'malsogood.

Jane:thisdaysyourglowingandyouralways

smiling.Whosebehindthisnewbabyofmine?

Rose:(blushing)noonemom.

Jane:Iknowthatsmile.Whoisheorshe?Dineo?

Rose:No..it'snoone.

Jane:pleasetellme.Youknowbabyyouandi



neverhadthemotheranddaughtersortofbond.

Weneverhadthechancetoocourseitshouldhave

startedatyourearlyage.Foryoutoknowthe

indescribablemotherloveIhaveforyou.Havea

motherdaughterstrongbond.Goshopping,spars

andallthosegirlythingsweshouldbedoing.Sit

withyoudownandyougettotellmeaboutyour

dreamsandallyourplansforthefuter.And

ofcourseboys.(Rosesmiled)Beingyourrole

modelbaby.Butthetimehaspassedandnowyour

old.AndithurtsmethatIdon'thavemuchtimeleft

tobewithyou.

ShepulledRoseintoahugastearsburnedhereyes

.

Jane:togettoholdyoulikethiseverytime,anytime

andanywhereIlike.Andgettotellyoucountless

timehowmuchIloveyou.(closedeyes)Iloveyou

myRose.

Rose:(teary)Iloveyoutoomom.



Theyhuggedforawhileandfinallyletgoholding

handssmiling.

Rose:hisnameisKagiso.

Jane:(smiling)hhhmmm..

Rose:He'sagoodguy.He'salwayssmiling.He's

handsomewithlonghairandbrowneyes.Heeven

hasadimplelikeuncleBreeze.He'scrazily

handsomemom.WhenI'mwithhim..Itendtofeel

thisconnectionthatIcantexplain.AndwhenIpart

withhim..ifeellikeI'mleavingapartofmebehind.

Likesomethingis-

Jane:Missing?

Rose:Yeah..missing.Hemakesmelaughand

whenhetouchesmyhandlikehealwaysdoes,I

feelbutterfliesinmystomach.Heknowswhatto

saywhenItellhimmyproblemsandhelpmeease.

He'sjustsoamazingmom.Idon'treallyknowhim

thatmuchcoursewejustmetbutmom..?



Jane:yessbaby?

Tearsstartedrollingdownhercheeksasherheart

startedpoundingsohardonherchest.Janesmiled

lookingatherandyepthisisloveandsheherself

couldfeelit.It'sashortofherdaughtershappiness

.

Rose:(crying)mom..I'mscared.Idontknowwhy.

ThefeelingIhavejustscaresmecoursejneverfelt

likethisbefore.It'snewtomeandsostrongand

I'mafraiditsgonnahurtme.It'sjustsostrongit

keepspullingmetohim.IthinkI'mg-

Jane:(smiling)it'scalledLOVE.Yourinlovebaby.

Thestrongfeelingyoufeelrightnowitslovemy

baby.Anditsohktobescaredatfirstbutwhenyou

holdontohishandandallowhimtowalkthe

journeywithyouitsgonnagrowstrongand

strongerthatyouwillnotwanttoletgoscaredto

losehim.Soscaredyouwillbewillingtodo

anythingandeverythingjusttobewithhim.



Sacrificeeverythingjustsoyoucanholdontothat

handandthekeytohisheart.Youneverhadthe

chancetodate.TobewithaguybeforeandItoo

asyourmotherhaveafeelingthathe'stheone

you'vebeenwaitingfor.He'syours.Andifyoufind

him,dontletgo.He'syourhappiness.

Rosenarrowedhereyebrowshearinghersaythat.

Itwasnotforthefirsttimesheheardthat.Her

heartstartedbeatingsohardonherchestasshe

lookedathermothersqueezingherhands.

Rose:Nakedi..

Jane:What?

Rose:itshim!Theanimalinmydreams.Thebig

kind.Itshim!

Thedreamreplayedinherheadasshelookeddeep

inhermotherseyes.



"Findhim..andwhenyoudo,dontletgo..he'syour

happiness.Findhim"

Rose:momitshim..!

Tearsrolledoutuncontrollablyasshekept

replayingit.Janelookedatherturningredcrying

andthishurthersomuchthatshepulledherletting

hercryonherchestandshushedher.

Rose:(crying)itshim...

.

.

.

.

.



Comment

[08/02,13:43]Lynne :Chapter41.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Jackwalkedintothehousetalkingoverthephone

andwalkedtohisofficefacingoutofthewindow.

HesawRoselayingonJane'schestcryingand

sighedsittingonhischairandpinnedhiselbowon

thetable.

Jack:Areyousureyoursonisnotgoingtoabuse

mydaughterJacob?

Jacob:mysonisnotthetypetohurtwomanJack.

He'dratherletherhurthimthanhimhurtingher.

AndnotoncehaveIeverreceivedacallorparental

cominghertocomplainabouthisbehaviorexcept

formarriedman.

Jack:Thenifhelikesmarriedwomanhowareyou



sosurehe'snotgoingtobringmarriedwomaninto

thehouseandstartabusingmydaughter?

Jacob:I'llpersonallymakesurethatthatdoesn't

happenJack.I'llmakesurethatwhenwegather

aroundasmentoadvisehimwemakesureitstays

inthemind.I'llputaneyeonherlikeadaughterI

neverhad.

Jack:Fine.Soyoutalkedtoyourson?

Jacob:yeahandheagreed.Iwasthinkingsince

wearedonehere,familyhasgatheredalreadyand

everythingisready,howaboutwespeedthisup?

Weshouldcometomorrowforthenegotiations.

Jack:ComeonJacob.What'stherush?Istillwant

tospendthisfewhourswithher.

Jacob:yourtheonewhosaidyouwantthisover

anddonewith.Sotomorrowwe'recoming.

Prepareher.We'llsendanattireforherthatshe'll

bewearingtomorrowcourseit'llalsobea

traditionalwedding.

Jack:theystillhavetogoto-



Jacob:thatcanbearranged.Itoldyoutoleavethe

resttome.bye

Hehangupandherubbedhisnosebeforestanding

uplookingoutsidethewindowseeingthemcoming

intothehouse.Heswallowedandwalkedtothe

livingroomwheretheywereenteringandhestood

therelookingathim.TheybothstoppedandJane

sighedlookingathim.Heknewthislookandhe

didn'tlikeitatall.

Jack:Canwesitdown.Weneedtotalk.

Jane:notnowJack.

Jack:noweneedtogetonwiththis.Sit.

JaneandRosesatdownlookingathimwhenhe

rubbedhishandstogetherandlookedatRose.He

wasnotpreparedtolosehisonlychildbutifit

meantgettingmarriedforhertobeonherright

stateofmindthenthat'sit.



Jack:Rosebaby.YouknowIloveyouright?

Rose:Yes.

Jack:andeverythingthatIdo,idoitforyourown

good.

Rose:iknow.

Jack:WhatI'mabouttotellyouisthecenterof

hatetowardsaparentbutknowthatIdidthis

becouseIloveyou.

Jane:Jackpleasedontdothis.She'sourdaughter.

Jack:that'sright.Ourdaughter.Andwehaveto

doanythinginourpowertomakesureshe'ssafe

andfineandthisistheonlyway.

Rose:Whatisisdad?Pleasedonttellmeyour

sendingmetotheSanatorium,Ihateitthere.

Jackswallowedandlookedatherasshelooked

backathim.Hisonlypriority.Hisonlychild.His

firstRose.



Jack:Tomorrowyourgettingmarried.

EverybodypartofRosellapousedlookingather

fatherwithastraightface.Theroomwentquiet

andonlythesoundofworkers,birdsanddogswas

heard.Thuswasanotherlevelofhatred,lastlevel

inthebookofliving.Rosescoffedlookingaway

unbelievablyshockedbywhathejustsaid.

Rose:What?

Jack:I'msorryhunnybutitsfinal.Yourgetting

married.

Rose'seyesfloodedwithtearslookingatherfather

andshestooduplookingatherparents.Rightnow

shecouldjustsplitonthemthewayshewasso

disgustedbythewholethingtheysatupforher.



Rose:YouknowIthoughtmaybeyouwerestarting

towalkinmyshoeswithmedad.Butallyoudois

putmorepressureandmoreweightabovemyheart

andshoulders.Youenjoyseeingmeinpainand

alwayscryinginsorrow.Youclaimtolovemeyet

younot.Youenjoythissiteofmeandyoudon't

wanttoseemehappy.

Jack:Ido.That'swhyIarrangedthisforyoujust

soyoucangetthehelpyouneed.

Rose:(shouting)thehelpIneed?Reallydad?The

helpIneed?DadIneedmyfamily!RightnowI

needmyfamilymorethaneverbutyouareselling

meout!Ineedyou!

Jack:I'mnotsellingyouout.I'mjustdoingwhat's

bestforyouasafather.Andwhenyourallgrown

withyourownfamilyyou'llunderstandthatasa

parentyou'llhavetodoeverythingandtake

sacrificesforyourchildren.

Rose:Evenwhenithurtsthem?Hellno.YessI'll

takesacrificesbutnottheonesthat'llaffectthem

sobadlikethis.Iwillbeabetterparentthanyou'll



everbe!

Jane:Rose!

Rose:Ohwait..isthisyouplantogetridofme

becouseyouhaveababyontheway?

Jack:Youknowwe'llneverdothattoyou?Why

wouldwedothat.

Rose:Idon'tknowdad!Youtellme.IsitbecauseI

can'tmoveonpastmybestfriend?HaveIwasted

yourtimeenoughandnowI'vegottoleave?You

gettingpregnantwasawaytogetridofmewasn't?

Jack:(shouting)Iwillnottakethisfromyou

Rosella.Youroldenoughtogetmarriedsostop

actinglikeabrat,achild.Andno.Thisbabycame

tousasablessingnotapushaway.Yourgetting

marriedtomorrowandmywordisfinal!Gotoyour

roomandgetaresttomorrowyourinlawswillbe

here.

Rose:(crying)DadI'm18.

Jack:That'swhyyourgettingmarried.Yourno

longerachildandthisisforyourowngood.



Rosesilentlycriedlisteningtoherheartbreakwhile

beatingsohardonherchestwalkingtoher

bedroom.

Jane:Hiwcouldyoudothistoourdaughter?I

thoughtyousaidin2days.Lookwhatyou'vedone.

Aargh..

JanewalkedupthestairsgoingtoRose'sroomand

knockedonherdoorleavingJackpressinghis

phone.

Jane:hunnyopenthedoor.Talktome.Let'stalk.

Rose:(cryinginside)leavemealone.Toolatefor

talking.

AttheHospital.



BreezewalkedoutofSagiswardandwentto

Kagiso'swardandgentlyknockedbeforegoingin.

Kagisosmiledandtheyfistbumpedandhesat

down.

Breezes:Youlookbetter.Whenarethey

dischargingyou?You'vebeenhereforawhilenow.

Son.

Kagiso:(chuckles)youalreadytoldeveryonethat

I'myoursonMrLyon.Anddontknow,maybenext

week.

Breeze:ohk..yessyourmyson.Andasmyson

youneedanewnamethatI'llonlyuseonyou.How

aboutAmory?

Kagiso:(laughs)That'sagirlnameMrLyon.

Breeze:Dadforyouandnoit'snotagirlname,

kinda.(narrowedeyebrow)

Kagiso:no...itstoogirly...dad.

Breeze:OhkhowaboutBarin?

Kagiso:that'saTeutonicname.



Breeze:that'sthepoint.Iwantyoutohavea

uniquenamejustlikemyn.

Kagiso:Breeze?Isitunique?(Chuckles)

Breeze:Kindaandkindanot.Andsinceyoudont

wantanynameIgiveyou.I'mgoingtogiveyoua

crazyone.Bear.

Kagiso:Asinlike"Bear"?Wowthatthemost

weirdestnameonehasevergivenme.Bear?That

ananimal.

Breeze:yess.It'sanEnglishnamemeaningbrave,

courageousanddaring.Goeswellwithyou.You

managedtoescapedeathknockingonyourdoorby

anangrycommunityandhadcouragetogofurther

runningforyourlifeandwhenyougothereyou

fought.AndIseenowyourdaringtogobackthere

isn't?

Kagiso:Ican'tjustabandonmymomlikethat.

She'stheonlyoneIhaveleftandIdontknow

anyonefrommyfamily.Itriedtalkingtothe

receptionisttoletmetalktoherjusttosayI'mfine

,I'vebeeninthehospitaltoputherinease.And



whenthiswholethinghappenedshewassickandI

hadn'tboughthermedication.I'msureitsfinished.

Breeze:wheredoyouwork?Dotheypayyou

enoughtocovereverbill?

Kagiso:Iwasn'treallyworkinglikearealjobbuti

washustling.IammakingtraditionaljewelryandI

canalsopaint.Isellfruitswiththisoldladywhois

verykindandunderstandingandatthesametime

wemakethepiecesattherank.IgetatleastR50a

dayjusttohavesomethinginourstomachsbutif

wesoldmorepieceswebothleavewithmaybe

300Reach.Iwasalsothinkingofpainting

somethingandtakeittoGail'sGallerytoadvertise

myworklikeotherpeopleandgetmoremoneyto

buymymomhermedication.Plustherent.Gatta

paytherent.

Breeze:R50aday?Whatifit'snotenoughbythe

endofthemonthandyourmomsmedicationis

finished?

Kagiso:Gamble.

Breeze:What?



Kagiso:yep.

Breeze:Thenifyouare.Thelasttimeyougambled

itwasyourlasttimeBear.Kissgamblingillegally

goodbye.Areyoudonewithschool?

Kagiso:Yeah...matricandneverhadmoneyto

studyfurther.

Breeze:ohk.Howaboutwemakeadeal.

Kagiso:Whatsortofdeal?

Breeze:Iwillgiveyou2.5permonthtocover

everythingyou'llneedandI'llalsopayforyour

studiesandinreturnyoustudyhardandmakesure

thatyoustayoutoftrouble.

Kagiso:that'sit?Studyandstayoutoftrouble?

Comeon.What'sthecatch?

Breeze:Iseemyselfinyouboy.Thoughmystory

isdifferentbutit'sabutsimilar.Webothhadtodo

whateverwegottadowhetherlawfulorunlawful

justtokeepliving.Wearewillingtotakeriskseven

thoughtheycanturnoutsobadfromwhatwehad

imagined.Wecanevenbreakthelawjusttohustle



forourownlivingandnotgetscaredofthe

outcomecourseweknowit'llcomedowntothat.

Putothersbeforeourselves.AndIdon'tknowwhy

butIdon'twantyoutogothroughthatanymore

courseIcanseeyourabouttoruinyourfuturelikeI

did.IwontletyoudothesamemistakesIdid.Just

promisetostandbymeandletmebeyourfriend.A

friendyouneverhad.

HestretchedhishandtohimandKagisostretched

hisandtheyshookhands.Kagisoswallowed

lookingathim.Heneverhadsomeonedothatfor

himandsomehowhefeltwhathewassaying.He

wasserious.

Breezetookouthisphoneandunlockedgivingitto

him.

Breeze:Youcancallyourmom.I'llbeback.My

wifeisnotsogoodshe'shere.

Kagiso:I'msorry.Issherespondingwell?



Breeze:yes...letmegobuytheirfoodbeforethey

eatmealive.

HewalkedoutandKagisodialedhismotherashe

gotanxioustohearhervoice.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Veronicasteppedoutofthehouseholdingabucket

fullofdirtywaterwalkingtorchesbackofthehouse

anddisposedit.Sherubbedherhandonherskirt

andwalkedbackandputthebucketbesidesthe

houseandgotintothehouse.

Thatgirlhasbeenhelpfulsomuchsheherself

didn'tknowhowtothankher.Shetookouttwo

slicesofbreadandappliedpeanutbutteronand

puteverythingbackbeforetakingherteaandsaton

oneofthechairsBonoloboughtherandate.

HerNokiaphonerangandsheputhercupdown

pickingthephoneandlookedattheunfamiliar



numberbeforeanswering.

Her:Hello...

Kagiso:Mama...

Thebreadslippedoutofherhandandfellonthe

floorasherheartdancedinjoyashereyesflooded.

Sheputherhandonhermouthtryingsohardnotto

lethimhearthatshewascryingbutfailedwhenshe

bustedintotears.

Veronica:(crying)Kagiso..?Isthatyoungwanawa

ka?(Isthatyoumychild)

Kagiso:it'smemom.Howareyou?

Veronica:but..buthow..theysaidyourdeadand

..Icouldn'tfindyou.OhmysonIthoughtyouleft

meforever.Whereareyou?Whathappened?Are

youohk?Didtheyhurtyoureallybad?Is-

Kagiso:(smiling)momI'mfine.AfterImanagedto



escapeMrLyonfoundmeandtookmetothe

hospital.Rightnowaswespeakinstillatthe

hospitalandI'mbetter.Howareyou?

Veronica:I'mholdingon.DoyouknowhowmuchI

prayedforyou.ThankGodheheardmyprayers.I

missyou.

Kagiso:Imissyoutoomom.Howareyoufeeling?

Haveyoubeentakingyourmedication?Doyoustill

haveenoughfood?

Veronica:(smiling)Ohmyboy.I'mfine.YessI've

beentakingthemedicationandeatingakereyou

girlfriendisforcingmetoo?She'sanamazinggirl

andverystubborn.Shedoesn'ttakenoforan

answer.

Kagiso:Bonolo?..

Veronica:Yeah..Haayiithisgirlfightforwhatshe

wantsshem.Sheissogenerous.Sheboughtmy

medication,foodandalsohelpedwiththerent.

Youchosewellson.

Kagiso:Thanksmom.



Bonoloknockedonthedoorandwalkedinto

Veronicasmilingwithtearsofjoyrunningdownher

cheeks.Shesmiledwalkingoverandsatonthe

otherchairlookingather.

Veronica:I'mserious.Shesslovelygirlfullof

patience.Efelaonalehlogoethatagore!

Kagiso:(smiling)She'scxxl.Wasshetheone

knocking?Pleaseletmetalktoher.

Veronica:ohkson.

Bonolonarrowedhereyebrowstothat"son"and

tookthephoneputtingitonherearslistening

attentively.

Kagiso:Nolo?

Bonolo:OhmyGod!



Herheartspippedfillingherwithhappinessand

tearsrolledout.Sheputherhandonhetface

cryinginjoywhenVeronicastretchedherhand

rubbingherbacksmilingather.

Kagiso:(smiling)comeonbabe.Dontcry.

Bonolo:(crying)IthoughtIlostyou.

Kagiso:youcouldneverloseme.Stopcryingyour

breakingmyheart.

Bonolo:Buthow..?Whereareyou?

Kagiso:Iwasfoundandbroughttothehospitalin

time.I'mstillhere.********hospital.

Bonolo:I'mcoming!

SheputthephoneinVeronica'shandwithout

wantingtohearfurtherandkissedhercheek

rushingout.Veronicasmiledandputthephoneon

herear.



Kagiso:Bonolo?

Veronica:She'salreadygone.Whichhospitalare

youat?

Kagiso:nomom.Yousithomeandrecover.Idont

wantyouonataxiacrossthecitytryingtogethere,

Iwantyouhealthyandbackonyourfeet.

Veronica:(sarcastically)fine...

Thebothbastedlaughingandcontinuedtalking

overthephone.

Backatthehospital.

Afterhavingalongchatwithhismothercatching

uptheyfinallyhangupandhesighedsmiling.She

hadanangelicvoiceshecouldlistentoherallday.

Helookedatthephoneandtappeditanditwasn't

locked.Hewenttohisgalleyandlookedatthe

beautifulclearpictureofGailandSagi.Theywere

theoneswhosepicturearealotinhere.Talkabout



beautifulblackwoman.AllhailtoBlackWoman.

Hewatchedvideosandtheyseemedsohappy

togetherbuthowthehelldoeshemanagewithtwo

woman.Imeanhehasonedick.

Heshookhisheadwhenthedooropenedand

Breezewalkedinholdingasmallplasticbagand

putitonthetablelookingatthephoneandnowit

hadhispictureshirtlesssteppingoutofthepoolall

wet.HenarrowedhiseyesandlookedatKagiso.

Breeze:Areyougay?

Kagiso:(laughing)What?No..herethanks.Iwas

justlookingatyourpictures.

Breeze:Didyouseeanything?

Kagiso:Anythinglike?Nudes?

Breeze:YousawmywomannakedBear?

Kagiso:No!No!No!Ididn't.Ijustlookedatthe

onceontop.

Breeze:Whatever..here'syourfood.Catchyou



later.Igattagoson.

Kagiso:ByeMrdad.

Thebothlaughedandhewalkedout.Hepickedthe

plasticandthesmelloffrieshuthisnostrils

wateringhismouth.Hetookoutthefoodand

openedthemthestartedeating.Thethoughtof

gettingtoseeBonologothimsmilingandhe

couldn'twaittoseehertoo.

InSagisward.

ThegirlsatetheirfoodwhileBreezesatonthechair

shootingavideoofthemunknowinglydrinkinghis

energydrink.Theysaidsomethingtoeachother

andlaughedandhesmiledcuttingthevideoand

editeditwithasongbeforepostingitonhisstatus.

"Cantgetenoughofthem "



Awhilelaterhepickedtherubbishandwentto

throwtheminthetrashbinandwalkedbacksitting

nexttoSagionthebed.

Sagi:youguysshouldgo.Yourgoingtowork

tomorrow.I'llbefine.

Gail:ActuallyI'mgoingawayforamonth.SoI

guessI'llremainhereandspendmylasthourswith

you.

Sagi:Dontremindme.Babe?

Breeze:mmnhh..?

Sagi:Iloveyou.Iloveyouboth.

Both:loveyoutoo.

Sagi:Youshouldgogetsomerest.Youlook

drained.Gosleep.I'llbefine.

Breeze:no..I'mnotgoinganywhere.Iwanttobe

herewithyou.Allofyou.



Theyallgotonthebedeventhoughtheyweren't

fittingastheysnuggled.Theyalllaughedlookingat

howtheywere.

Sagi:guysthisisasinglebed.

Gail:aslongaswe'resleepingtogether,itcan

breakforallwecare.

Breeze:Comeoneofyou.Letoneofyousleepon

me

Sagiquicklytossedandgotontopofhimandthey

alllaughedasshelayedherheadonhischestlikea

baby.Theystartedchattingonelasttimetogether

beforetomorrowarrivesandfinallyfellasleepon

thepoorbedallthree.

Around21h00.

Bonolorushedoutofthecarslammingthedoor



andpressedthelockbuttonassheranintothe

building.Shestoppedatthedoorandranback

unlockingitandopenedthedoortakingouta

plasticbagandabasketoffruitsandkickedthe

doorpressingthelockkey.Shewalkedintothe

buildingandheadedtothereceptionist.

Bonolo:Hey..I'mheretoseeKagisoMokwena.

Receptions:ohk..butausiyouknowvisitingour

have-

Bonolo:pleasemma.Kanahe'smyboyfriendandI

haven'tseenhiminawhilesincehegotattackedby

thecommunity.Iknowit'snoexcusebutplease

lekagothaloganyathemmawena.

Receptionists:ohkfine.Signhere.AndI'llgoshow

youwhereheis.Lelenalatenabanana.Ketirong

letlompakelamathata.

Bonolo:kopaointshwarelenemma.

Receptionist:gosiame.



SheputthependownandtheywalkedtoKagiso's

ward.Herheardgotheavyandexcitedwithevery

stepcloseruntiltheywereatthedoor.The

receptionistwalkedawaytothebathroomas

Bonolobreathedinandoutbeforewalkingin.

Shesmiledlookingathimpeacefullylayingonthe

bedfacingupandsheputeverythingonthetable.

Shelookedathimandbyjustdoingthatherpanties

soakedasherwholebodylongedtofeelhishands

alloverher.Shehadmissedhimsobad.

Shewenttolockthedoorandcamebackleaningin

forakisswakinghimupandFrenchkissed.From

thescentKagisoputhishandaroundherneck

pullingherevenfurtherandusedanotherone

helpingheronthebedsittingonhisstomach.He

helptakeoffhersweaterandtopwhenhecame

facetofacewithherteenagebabiesandsmiled

lookingatherwithhismonsterstretchingnowand

then.Hecubedherbreastintohishandsandlifted

hisupperbodysuckingonthemasshemoanedout

loudholdingontohishead.Damntheybothhave

longedforthis*********



.
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[08/02,13:43]Lynne :Chapter42.

AroundatNight.

AttheLyonsMansion

Jacksentseveralmessagestotheirfamily

membersandsighedlookingatBreezesnumber.

Hewascertainlynotcomingeventhoughhewas

invited.Firstofallabouttheirfeudandsecondly

becauseheismarryingRosetoanotherfamily.

Thiswholethingofthemalwaysfightingwas



startingtogetonhislastnerveandsometimeshe

justthinksongivingupbecauseitseemslikehe's

theonly9netryingtoreachout.Buthenthiswas

abouthisdaughterandastheonlyunclearoundhe

shouldbeavailable.

Hesentthemessageandleanedbackrubbinghis

face.Thiswasit.

AtMxolisi'shome.

Thewholecrowdsangdifferentweddingsongs

outsidearoundthefirerejoicing.Othermen

gatheredaroundtheirownfirehavingdrinksover

somechatslaughingoutloud.Awhitevandrovein

andthecousin'sranoverhelpingtoliftoffthehuge

potsandplasticchairs.Itwasreallyhappeningand

thevibethatwasflyingaroundtheplacewasofjoy.

MeanwhileMxolisisatontherelaxingcouchwith

hishandsunderhisheadasapillowlookingupthe

ceilinglisteningtothecrowdsinging.Sohisfather

wasseriousaboutrushingthewholething.Its



happening.Heneverbelievedinthiswholethingof

parentschoosingpartnersfortheirchildrenbutnow

thatitishappeningtohimhenowknowshowitis.

Frustrating,pissingandallthosebademotions.He

thoughtthiswholethingwasleftintheelderlydays

butnah...notinhisfamily.

Sonowhehasnochoicebuttoleavethewomanhe

lovesandlearntolivewithanotheronethathe

barelyevenknow.

Heshookhisheadwhensomeoneknockedonhis

doorandheclosedhiseyespretendingtosleep.

Hewasnotinthemoodforcompanyatthis

moment.RightnowhewishedSagicouldjustgoto

thepoliceandopenacaseagainsthimsohecould

gotojail.

Hismotherstoodonthedoorandsmiledlookingat

him.It'sbeenawhilesinceshe'sseenherbabyand

itfeltsogoodtofinallyseehimagain.Welland

alive.

Shewalkedinandwenttohisclosettakingouta

fleeceandcoveredhim.Evenattheageof29,he



stilldoesn'tknowwhatthebedisfornorhowto

sleepproperly.

Betty:somethingsverychange,huh?Getarestmy

boy.Fewhoursleft.

Shesmiledtouchinghisbeardandchuckledathow

he'sgrownandsighedbeforewalkingputclosing

thedoorbehindher.Mxolisiopenedhiseyes

lookingattheceilingandsighed,andyeahthisalso

referstohisinconsideratefather.

Mxolisi:Yeah...something'sneverchange.

AttheHospital

Around4am.



Thiswassomethingtheirbodiesandsoulshave

beenlongingfor.Thefeelingofeachbeenaround

eachotherandthewarmth.Beingineachothers

arms.

KagisopulledBonolo'sevencloserwithhimstill

pluggedinherwhileasleepandshesmiledinher

sleepandsodidhe.Averystingywindcovered

Kagisowhenhefrownedholdinghereventightand

pulledtheblanketonthem.Thiswassoodd.Ain't

nowaysuchwindcangetthroughsuchwallsand

besidesthewindowwasclosed.

Heslowlyopenedhiseyeswhenhecoughtsiteofa

girlstandingbythebedlookingatthem.Thegirlin

awhitedressandloseheronhershoulders,dark

skinnedbeauty.Thistimeherfacesoclearand

Godwasshebeautifulwiththoseheartshapedlips.

Shelookeddeepinhiseyeslikeshedidn'tnotice

thathewaswithsomeoneonthebed,inhisarms

ontopofthat.Hisheartpoundedatherlookandhe

slowlyletgoofBonoloandgotupleaningback.

HebuthislipbeforepullingtheblanketoverBonolo



andlookedbackatthisgirl.

Kagiso:Ohk...areyoujustgonnastandthere

staring?Howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Nakedi:Longenough.I'malwaysaroundjustthat

sometimesyoublockmeaway.

Kagiso:blockyouaway?Whoareyou?

Nakedi:I'mNakedi.

Kagiso:Im-

Nakedi:IknowwhoyouareotherwiseIwouldn'tbe

here.

Kagiso:yourvoicesoundsfamiliar.HaveIseen

youbefore?

Nakedi:Yep.

Kagiso:Ohk..whatdoyouwant?Imeanyoushow

upoutofblueeverytimeand,howthehellareyou

eveninherecourseI'mprettysurethatthatdoor

waslockedcourseanursetriedtoopenit?

Nakedi:JustknowIgotin



Kagiso:Whatdoyouwantfromme?Whydoyou

keepfollowingme?Andohyeah..Iremember

seeingyouinmydreams.WhydoIdreamabout

insteadofdreamingaboutmygirlfriend?Whatdo

youwantcourseclearlyyouwantsomethingfrom

me?

Nakedi:Yourthechosenone.

Kagiso:Canyouatleastbemorespecificandstop

withthecommas?LasttimeIsawyouyousaidthe

samething.Chosenwarawara.

Nakedi:(smiling)Ohk..yourthechosenone.

Chosenbyafriend.

Kagiso:Andwho'sandwhichfriendisthat?

Nakedi:Me.I'mthefiendandIchoseyoubecause

yourtheonlypersonthatcanmakemyfriendhappy.

She'shappywhensheswithyou.Kagisowhen

she'swithyounothingelsematters.Youcaneven

gofartosayinhthatyouandherweresomehowor

somehowaremeanttobe.



Kagisoraisedhiseyebrowslookingatherasshe

smiledlookingathimandherubbedhiseyes.

Kagiso:amIdreaming?

Nakedi:Yep.

Kagiso:What?!

Nakedi:AndnowIneedyourhelp.Today

somethingisgoingtohappenthatshouldn't.A

hugemistake.

Kagiso:Iwannawakeup.

Nakedi:youaredreamingnotdeadKagiso.Gostop

it.Yourtheonlyonewhocanhelpher.Yourher

happinessandshe'syours.

Kagiso:Wait.."she"?

*******

Kagisopoppedfromthebedwithapoundingheart

andsweatalloverhim.Theairintheroomcovered

himmakinghimshiverabitashelookedaround.



Bonolorubbedheryeswakingupandlookedathim

beforeputtingherhandonhischest.

Kagiso:Itwasjustadream.Calmdown.It'sjusta

dream.Let'ssleep.

Thescreenofherphonelightenedwhenthebith

lookedatitonthefloor.Shehadputitonsilence.

Shesighedlookingathimandslowlyhelpedhim

backashetriedtofigureoutwhatthatwasabout

statingattheceiling.

Kagiso:I'mnotaghostright?I'mnotdead?When

shesaroundit'scold?Isthathowdeathislike?

Coldnotinpeaceandcoolis?

Bonolo:What?

Kagiso:Isit?

Kagiso:Well..Idontknow.I'veneverdiedbefore

andneverseenaghostoranythingafterlife.

What'sallthecreepyquestionsabout?Areyou



alright?

Kagiso:Uhm..nothing..I'mfine.I'msorry,let's

sleep.

Hepulledhertolayonhischestbeforekissingher

headandtheybothsettledandinawhilethey

drifted.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Thetimeneverstopstickingandtheworldnever

stopsrevolvingjustbecauseyouhaveproblems.

Roselayedonthebedwithherstomachandpuffy

eyeswithnotearslefttocryinthedarkroom.She

neverhadhersleepsinceyesterdayandevennow

shedidn'tfeellikesleeping.Atthismomentshe

missedtheonlypersonwhowasabletocomfort

herthroughhardtimes.

Rose:Whereareyou?IneedyouNakedi.Mylifeis



amess.

Thesoundofcarsdrivingintotheyardmadeher

heartskiplisteningandshecouldtellitwasn'tone

car,butmorecars.Sheclosedhereyeslisteningto

thepaininherheartasitallsankin.Shewasbeing

soldouttoamanshedoesn'tknownorhaveseen

before.Somuchforlovingparents.

Inthelivingroom.TheLyonelderswalkedin

lookingaroundthebeautifulmansionandsmiledat

oneanother.JaneandJackwalkeddownthestairs

wearingrespectfullyandgreattheeldersbefore

theysatdownandJanewenttomakethemtea.

Lyonuncle:Wenamonna.Areyoucrazy?Aman

yourageJackdoesn'tknowthatyouhavetoinform

thefamilyearlierthatthere'samanaskingforour

daughtershandinmarriage?

Jack:inreallysorrythatIdidn'tinformedyou



earlier.IknowIwaswrong.Justthatwhenthey

cametheycameafewweeksbackandthiswillalso

helpuswithherhealthtoo.Wedecidedtospeed

thingsupsoshecouldbeundertheircareand-

Aunt:WenawahlolaJack.Youhavealotofzeros

inyouraccountyetyoufailtofindthebestsolution

toyourchild'sproblemwithit.Ifyoucantmakeuse

ofitthenwhat'sitforyoutohaveit?Whydoyou

havetobowdowntoanothermanwhenhecomes

withadealespeciallytheonethatinvolvesyour

onlychild?

Jack:LikeIsaid.WetriedandI'mreallysorrythat

youhadtodropallyourproblemsandcometo

supportus.AndtrustmewhenIsayI'mdoingthis

forher.

Lyonucle2:ThischildneedsnonofthatJack.She

needsyoutwo.Breeze.Herfamily.Emotional

supportfromyouistheonethatcanhelpher

throughthis.

Aunt:Exactly.

Jack:Iunderstandyourangryanddontsupportmy



decisionbutit'sdone.Roseisgettingmarried

todayandI'mgoingtoneedyouthroughallthis.

Janebroughttheteaandpouredintothecupsas

theythrewJackwithinsultsandandall.Shegave

themeachtheircupsandpassedaroundthem

givingthemcupcakes.Shetootookhersandsay

downlookingatthemastheychatted.

Aunt:Sowherearethey?Donttheyknowthatits

rudetobelate?Besidesiftodayit'stobethe

traditionalweddingRosehastoleavethehouse

beforesunrise.

Jane:(teary)Doesshereallyhavetoleave...today?

Uncle:afterthenegotiationsshehastogowithher

inlawsmakoti.Weshouldtrytofiteverything

togetherinthisshortperiodoftime.Aftershe

leaveshereIthinkthey'llbeintroducinghertothe

ancestorsandthentomorrowthey'llbegoingtothe

homeaffairsandmakethisofficial.Idontknow

aboutthewhitewedding.



Uncle2:Thatonecanalwaysfollowafter.Evenif

it'stwoyearsfromnowor10(shrugged)

AcarbelldisturbedthemwhenJane'sheart

skippedandsheclosedhereyesastearsburned

hereyes.Theauntlookedatherandsighed.No

womandeservestogothroughthis,evenshe

wouldn'tbehappyaboutthiswholethingifitwas

herownchild.

Twounclesandoneauntstoodupheadingoutto

thegatewhereMxolisi'sfamilywaswaiting,and

himinthecar.

Mxolisi'suncletookouta500Rofnotesandput

themonthegroundandawhiskeyandstepped

backgreetingthembuttheydidn'tanswer.Hetook

outanother500Randthat'swhentheywelcomed

themintotheLyonproperty.

TheyparkedthecarandsteppedoutleavingMxolisi



inthecar.Hesighedlookingaroundandsawthat

herecognizedthishousefromsomewhere.From

mediaplatforms.Heraisedhiseyebrowsandtook

outhisphoneandwenttothecontactslookingat

Gail'snumberswhenhisfatherknockedonthe

windowandherolleditdown.

Jacob:Rememberyournotallowedtostepoutof

thecarright?Notuntilwecometogetyou.

Mxolisi:WhatifIwanttousethebathroom?

Jacob:you'vehadsexcountlesstimessoI'mpretty

sureyoucanholdontothepee.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Daditsdifferent.

Jacob:thenyou'llsuckitup.Usethatwaterbottle.

Mxolisi:no..I'dratherholdon.Thanks.

Jacobsmiledbeforewalkingawayandherolledup

thewindowlookingatGail'snumbers.Heclenched

hisjawsandcalledher.



Meanwhileinside.

TheaunttookJaneandtheywalkedupstairs

holdingagarmentbagleavingthementonegotiate.

TheygottoRose'sroomandtriedopeningthedoor

butitwaslocked.Janegentlyknockedonthedoor

waitingforherresponse.

Jane:Rosebaby..pleaseopenthedoor.Hunny?

Rose:(crying)Idontwantthismom.Idontwantto

getmarried.

Jane:I'msosorryhunnybutit'stheonlyway.

Rose:isthatwhatyouthink?Yougaveuponme

also.

Jane:hunnuI'dnevergiveuponyou,youknow

that.

Rose:thenpleaseunderstandwhenIsayIdont

wanttogetmarried.I'mstillyoungtogetmarried.

Imnotreadytosettledownandstartafamilyyet,



especiallywithsomeoneIhardlyknow.

Jane:openthedoorandletstalk.Please...

Roserubbedhertearsandgotoffthebedstanding

bythewindowlookingatthecarsoutside.Fora

second,suicidecrossedhermindwhenshe

warnedherselfandsniffedwalkingtowardsthe

door.

Ifthisiswhattheywanttohavepeaceofmindthen

theleatshecandoisgivein,besidesshewasted

muchiftheirtimetryingtohelpherwhileshedidn't

andthrewtheirhelprightattheirfaces.

Shetookadeepbreathandopenedthedoorwhen

Janehuggedhersotightthattheybothevencried.

Theybrokethehugandshehuggedtheauntand

theyswitchonthelightbeforeclosingthedoorand

shestoodamongstitlookingatthem.

Aunt:Howareyoufeelingmygirl?

Rose:I'llbefine.ActuallyI'mfine.Ifthisiswhat



momanddadwantsotheycouldhavepeacein

theirhousebygettingridofme,thenfine.I'lldoit.

Jane:Hunny..

Rose:Whydontyousavethewholespeechforthe

littleonecoming.Ihopeyoudobetterbyherthan

withme.

Aunt:Rose..

Rose:Noaunt.I'vehaditwiththepretensetocare

aboutme.Lookatme.I'mnotstable.Atthispoint

Ineedmyparenttobewithmeeverystepofthe

way.TosupportmeemotionallysoIcou-could

findmyselfagain.Butinsteadtheysellmeout.I'm

reallysorrymomforbeingabusteddaughter

probablyoneoftheregretfulthingsonyourlist.

Sorryforthedisappointment.Forlovingmyfriend

somuch.

Jane:(crying)Rosei-

Rose:Let'scutthepeptalkmom.(sarcastic)I'm

gettingmarried.It'smyweddingday.Dontmake

mesadthoughI'msad...ohGod..Ihateyouboth.I

hateyouall.



Aunt:Rosethat'sn-

Rose:I'mgoingtotakeashower.Iwontbelong.

Shewalkedawayleavingthemstandingthere.

Jane'seyeswelledupandfinallydroppedwhenthe

aunthuggedherandsatheronthebedhuggingher

.

Aunt:She'sstillangry.Shedoesn'tmeananyofthe

thingshesaid.

Jane:(crying):shehatesme.

Aunt:Rightnowit'snotthetimeJane.Youare

gonnahavetobestrongforher.She'shavinga

toughtimesotheleastyoucandoisstaypositive

forher.Itsohkforhertolashoutlikethat,because

she'sinpainotherthangoingtolashputonher

Inlaws.Stopcrying.

.

.
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I'mreallysorryifImessedupfam.Idontknow

whatiswhatontraditionalweddings.
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AttheLyonsMansion.

Infindingouthowmuchshewasworth,Mxolisi's

uncleshadsomefewdifferencesthattheyhadto

putintoconsideration.Someofthequestions

includedherlevelofeducationandaswellasher

virginitystatus.Herproperty,ifwhethershehada



childandalsoMxolisi'sstatus.

OnceeverythingwasclearedaboutthemtheLyon

familynamedtheirpriceofeachcowandmultiplied

itwiththenumberofcowstheydemandedandit

cametoapriceof50000R.

TheLyonunclelookedatJackandshookhishead

lookingatMxolisi'sfamilyandtheylookedathim.

Jacob:Iseverythingalright?

Lyonuncle:Thischildisworthmorethanthis.

Remembershe'sstillavirgin.Nochildandyess

shemightnothaveeducationbutshe'sstillgrowing

andgoingtoschool,clearlyshe'llbemorethanthis.

Soweaddupwithanother20000.

Steve:Aowabagolo.Wedon'thavethatamounton

us.Wehave65000inthiscaseandnomorethan

that.Wealsocamebaringgifts.

Lyonuncle2:thenwhatareyoudoingherewith

shortageofmoney.Andyessit'samusttocome

withgifts.



Jacob:(raisedhand)itsohk..withallduerespect

myelders.Wearesorrywehaveshortageof

money,andIknowwhatI'mabouttosaywillsound

disrespectful.Isitohkifwetransfertherestofthe

moneyintoyouraccount?

Lyonuncle1:Nowthat'stotaldisrespectonanother

levelson.ButsincewearerunningoutoftimeI

thinkthat'souronlyoption.

Jacob:Thankyou.

TheotheruncleshookhisheadandJacob

transferredtheremainingmoneyinJack'saccount

andshowedittothem.Thiswasnotwhatthey

agreedon.70000?Whoonearthmarrieswith70

000?.EspeciallyinsouthAfrica.

Theygavethefamilythemoneycaseandputtwo

bottlesofexpensiveliquoronthetableshaking

hands.Jacobandtheunclesstoodupheadingout

andfoundMxolisisittinginsidethecarbusyin

socialmedialookingatafemalespicture.



Jacob:it'sdoneson.She'sofficiallypartofour

family.

Mxolisi:Right.

Jacob:(lookingatthepicture)Isthather?

Mxolisi:yeah.Butitdoesn'tmatteranymoreright?

Myrelationshipwithher.

Heswitchedoffhisphoneandputitinhispocket

leaningbackribbinghisfaceashestoodthere

lookingathimwhiletheunclesoffloadedeverything.

Mxolisi:Shedidn'tevenanswerherphone.Atleast

tohearmeoutdad.

Jacob:Andwhatwereyougonnasaytoher?

Mxolisi:Iwantedtohearhervoiceforonelasttime

and..maybetosaygoodbye.

Jacob:IhatetoseeyoulikethisandI'msosorry

thatI'mnotsorrytohavearrangedthisforyou.And

hatetodaythatfromthelookofaneye,youmight



notbeherfirstchoiceifshecandothistoyou.You

triedtosaveyourrelationshipwithherbutitfailed

son.Despitetheeffort,coursethatoneI'msure

youputit.

Mxolisi:whatareyousayingdad?

Jacob:I'mjustsaying..sometimestherecomesa

lifetimewherewefailinrelationshipsdespiteall

theenergyandeffortbecausesomerelationships

arejustnotmeanttobe.Andmaybeyoursit'salso

notmeanttobe.

Mxolisi:andyouthinkthisrelationshipwiththisgirl

Idontevenknowhernamewilllast?

Jacob:hernameisRosella.RosellaLyon.

Mxolisijawsdroppedwhenhemovedhishands

fromhisfacelookingathisfather.

Mxolisi:AsinlikeLyon,Lyon?BreezeLyon?

Jacob:yeah..BreezeLyonisheruncle.Youhave

aphonebutyoudontmakeuseofit,whyareyou



stillhavingit?

Mxolisi:that'sbecauseIdidn'tknowhernamedad.

Ohfuck!

Jacob:mindyourlanguage.Comeonin.

Everythingisfinalizedtheyarewaitingforyou.

Mxolisi:forwhat?

Jacob:yourtheirsonInlawsotheyarereadyand

waitingtoacceptyouaspartoftheirfamily.Then

fromherewearegoinghomeandhavealittle

celebrationtointroducehertoourancestorsand

then..

Mxolisi:andthenwhat?

Jacob:andthenshe'syoursforthenight.We'llbe

sittingoutsidewhileyouguysdowhateveryoulike

courseyou'llbehusbandandwife.

Mxolisi:ohmygoodness..

Jacob:yeah..nowgetoutandbeaman.Go

acceptyourwife.



Meanwhileupstairs.

Rosesatonthetraditionalmathwearingher

eleganttraditionalattirethatsuitedherperfectly

revealingherhourglassbodyastheeledersadvised

her.

Hearingthemsayingeverythinglikethisgother

heartpoundingsohardastearsrandownher

cheeks.

Shethoughtshehadfoundherhappinessandjust

thenshe'sbeingswipedawayfromit.Hermind

driftedtoKagisoasshethoughtthedreamthrough.

Whenshe'saroundhim,sheislikeadifferent

person.Shebecomeshappyandhersoulsspread

itswingsandflyenjoyingthemomentfreewithout

anythingholdingherback.Likeeverythingelse

disappearsandnothingmatters.Shesmiled

picturinghissmileandhislaughter.Thewayhis

eyessparkwhenheblushesandsmileandhowhis

dimplediplyappearswhenhelaughsthroughhis

headbackwardsrevealinghisAdam'sapple.

Aknockonthedoorinterruptedthemwhenshe



skippedandJanelookedatherasatearrandown

Rose'scheeklookingatherfatheronthedoor.

Jack:itstime..

JaneandRoseswallowedlookingathimand

lookedateachother.TheauntwalkedovertoRose

andhelpedherstandfixingher.Eventhoughshe

refusedtowearmakeupshestilllookedeven

beautifulandtheheadwrapevenmore.

Aunt:Rememberwhatwetoldyoumygirlevery

stepoftheway.Andrememberthiswillalwaysbe

yourhomethoughyounolongerareaLyon.You

havenoroom,plateorwhatsoeveryouusedtohave

here.Putloveandrespectaheadasyoualwaysdo.

Roseshookherheadlookingdownatherfingers

fiddlingwiththemtryingnottocry.Janewalked

overandpulledherintoatighthugandshebroke



downcryingonhershoulder.Sheknewhermother

couldn'tdoanythingsoshejusthuggedherforthe

lasttime.Justonelasttimebeforeshe'shanded

outtoanotherman.

Rose:Iloveyoumom.

Jane:Iloveyoutoohunny.Sosomuch.

Theybrokethehugandheldhandslookingatone

another.Janeusedherthumbandrubbedaway

hertearslookingatherswolleneyes.

Jane:RememberI'llalwaysbehereforyouandI'll

nevergiveuponyou.I'llalwaysbeherewhenyou

needme.KnowI'mjustaphonecallaway.Iwill

alwaysloveyou.Alwaysandforever.

Theyhuggedonelasttimeandtheycoveredher

withahugeblanketasJackstoodthereholdingin

histears.Janeandoneoftheaunthelpedherout



asJackfollowedthemtothelivingroomwhere

Mxolisiwassittingwithhereldersandhelpedher

sitonthefloorandeveryonesettleddown.

Mxolisileanedontohisfather'searlookingatRose,

shelookedlikeaprimarykidinthatblanket.

Mxolisi:howoldissheagain?

Jacob:Itoldyoutouseyourphone,aren'tyouon

socialmedia?

Mxolisi:Ididn'thavetimetosearchforher.

Besideswhenyoupaidthebridepricedidn'tyou

askfirstherage?

Jacob:Idid..justthatIdontwanttotellyou.You'll

havetoaskheryourself.Iwasn'tevengoingtotell

youhername.

Mxolisi:isshestillinprimary?

Jacob:Idontknow.

Mxolisisighedsittingbackandsomehowhejust



couldn'twaittoseeher.Heshookhisheadand

listenastheelederspokeandgaveadvises.

Jack:Son..IbelievenowIcantrustyouwithmy

daughterslife.Takecareofherandl...loveher.Be

thereforherasmuchasshe'llbethereforyou.

Takecareofeachother.She'snowyourpriority

andyourpartofthefamily.Yourfatherassuredme

ofyoubeingaresponsibleman.Pleasedontlet

himdownonthisone.

Mxolisi:Yessir..ImeanMrLyon..andthankyou.

(Low)jesus..

Jack:fromameasafathertoyouson...Ihandyou

myonlydaughter.

Mxolisisattherenotknowingwhattodowhen

Jacobpinchedhimandheflinchedlookingathim.

Heindicatedwithhideyebrowswhenhesighed

standingupandwalkedovertoRoseandknelt

beforeher.



HiscolognepassedthroughandhitRose'snostrils

andherheartpounded.Itsmelledreallygoodand

expensive.Hetriedtomovetheblanketoffherbut

sheheldontighttoitandhesmiledlettinggo

holdinghershoulders.

Mxolisi:(low)I'mnotthatoldasyouimaginemeto

be.I'mstillyoungandIpromiseI'mnotawoman

abuser.Noneedtobeafraidofme.

Rosebutherlipclosinghereyesandhesighed

beforetakingtheblanketoffherandshelooked

downplayingwithherfingers.

Helookedatherskintoneandturnedlookingatthe

elderswhenJacobnarrowedhiseyebrowsandhe

turnedlookingatRose.

Heliftedherfaceunderherchinandcamefaceto

facewithherbeautifulbrownswolleneyes.Her

pinkheartshapedlipswheretocravefor.Heused

histhumbtracingherjawlinebeforeswallowing

andgaveouthishand.



Shelookedathishandsomefaceandswallowed

beforelookingathisboldhand.Surelyifheslaps

hershe'llimmediatelybreakherjaw.Shehesitantly

putherhandonhisandhegaveanotherone

helpingherstand.Thedressfittedherperfectly

holdingintoherhourglassfigureandwhen

reachingthekneesitwaslikeanumbrella.She

evenhadteenageboobsfromlookingatthedress

sinceshewasn'twearinganybrathatcouldhave

showedup.Hebithisliplookingatherandletgo

ofheronehandandstoodbesidesherholdingher

waistwithonehandastheeledersdranktothat

rejoicing..

.

.

.

.

.

Sorry..Iknowitsmixedup.LikeIsaid..Idontknow

anythingabouttraditionalweddings



[08/02,13:44]Lynne :Chapter44.

AttheLyonsMansion.

RoseandMxolisiwalkedoutofthehouseand

partedwayseachgoingtothecartheyusuallyride

inwhenSteven,Mxolisi'sunclecalledthemand

theybothturnedlookingathim.

Steve:Whatareyouguysdoing?

Mxolisi:yousaidweshouldgettothecarsit'stime

toleavesowearegettingintothecars.

Steven:YeahIsaidyoushouldgettothecarsbutI

meantonecar,bothofyou.Whyareyou

separating?Youshouldrideinonecar.Goonmy

daughter,yourridingwithhiminthesamecar.

Wenaopenthatdoorformydaughter!

TheelderslaughedwhenRoseshylywalkedover



andMxolisiopenedthedoorbowingdownalittle

andshesmiledgettingin.

Rose:Thankyou.

Mxolisi:Yourwelcomekiddo.Imean...uhmmyou.

Yourwelcomegi..yourMrs..Miss..uhmYour

welcomemylady.Damn...!

Rosesmiledrollinghereyesintheshadowofthe

fadingmoonlightandheclosedthedoorwitha

poundingheartandwenttogetintheotherside.

Theelderpartedandtheyalsogotintodifferent

carsandStevegotintothesamecarwithRoseand

Mxolisidrivingthemiddlecarastheydroveout.

AfterakilometerStevelookedatthemthroughthe

mirrorastheybothlookedoutsidethewindownot

evenlookingateachotherlostinthoughts.He

chuckledgrabbingtheirattentionandcontinued

drivinglaughing.



Mxolisi:Whatuncle?

Steve:Iwonderhowyourgoingtobelikewhenyou

gotoyourhouse?Icanalreadyimagine.

Mxolisi:Imaginewhatnow?

Steve:theairaroundthehouse.Silence.Onbed

you'llbefacingdifferentdirectionsworstseparate

roomsinsteadofdoingwhatawifeandhusband

aresupposedtobedoing.Imeanbehaving.

Mxolisi:Uhmm..

Steve:YessI'mtalkingaboutsexmotlogolo.

Mxolisi:OhGod..

Mxolisileanedbackputtingonehandonhisface

rubbinghiseyes.

OntheotherhandRoseclearedherthroatasshe

feltuncomfortableandpulledtheblanketand

coveredherselflookingoutsidethewindow.

Steve:Whyareyoubothtryingtoignoreme?Isn't



true.

Mxolisi:Canwenottalkaboutthisnow,Imean

ever?

Steve:Why?It'snotlikeyouravirgin.Ohmy

God..boyyournotavirginright?

Mxolisi:Malome!

Steve:What?I'mjustasking.Letmegiveyou

anotheradvicethatI'msurethathardheadedfather

ifyourdidn'tgiveyou.Womanlovemenwhohave

moneyintheirpockets,menwithcleanhands,

menwhosmellgreat,menwithnicehaircuts,men

whoareclean,menwhocandowhatevershitto

protectthemorwhocandowhateverittakesto

protectthembutmostofalltheonethatcanuse

theirwaistinbed.

Mxolisi:Ohk..thanksfortheadvice..I'lltakeitfrom

there

Steven:Takewhatfromwhere?Iwasn'tevendown

givingyoutheadviceyetyourcuttingmeoff.

Mxolisi:that'sbecauseIdontwantyolistenand



..there'sawomaninhere.

Steve:greatcourseshe'llbethewitnesstothe

lessonIgaveyou.Andyou'lllistenkakgang(likeit

ornot)AsIwassaying..theyloveallbutaman

thatcanprovideinbed.Osekewanamelangwana

wabathotwominutesthenabaomotlatsaka

meetseagagomorwa(don'tgetontopof

someone'schildfortwominutesthenyoufillherup

withyoursemen)nomyboy.You'llhavetogrindin

andoutofherandifyourcloseholdonandwaitfor

her-

Mxolisi:Ithinkshe'sabouttovomituncle..!

Roseturnedlookingathimandhewasstillrubbing

hiseyesandsheshookherheadcoveringherface

withtheblanketandliftedherlegsrollingintoaball

tryingtogetsomesleep.

Mxolisicoughtasiteofherrollingherselfonthe

endoftheseattryingtomakeaspacebetween

themandcouldn'thelpbutfindthisfunny.Nogirl

haseverdonethisbefore.Maintainspacebetween



them?Clearlythiswasgoingtotakealotoftime

forthemtogetalong.

Heshookhisheadandtookouthisphoneashis

unclecontinuedspeakingandputonhispods

listeningtoahighvolumemusicleavingSteven

speakingallbyhimself..

Afterawhileofnothearingaresponsehechocked

themthroughthemirrorandrealizedRosehad

coveredherselfandnotmovingclearlyshewas

asleepandlookedatMxolisiwholeanedhishead

backwithhiseyesclosedandpodshumminga

song.Hesighedshakinghisheadandlookedback

attheroad.

Steve:Whatever..youheardme.

InJackandJane'scar.

Janehadleanedonthewindowlookingoutsideas

theydrovealong.Shehadbeenquitesincetheyleft



thehouseandneversaidawordtohimandithurt

him.Hesighedrubbinghisbeardandlookedather

beforelookingbackattheroad.

Jack:Areyouohk?

Jane:....

Jack:Babyatleastshout,scream,hitmeor

somethingjustnotthesilenttreatmentplease.

Jane:...

Jack:Jane?YouknowIdontknowwhatwasthe

useformetosendBreezethatmessagecourseI

knewhewouldn'tshowup.Iwastedallmytime

andSMS'ssendinghimtheinvite.He'stheuncle

hewassupposedtobethereandontopofthat

Rosewouldhaveappreciatedhissupportandhim

beingtheresincetheygetalongverywellwould

havemeantsomethingtoher.Theleasthecould

havedonei-

Jane:(annoyed)Lookattheroadbeforeyoukillme

tomylastJack.



Jackswallowedlookingatherandsighedlooking

backattheroaddriving.

Atthehospital.

Kagisotossedandturnedforsometimenowand

finallyfaceduptheceiling.Hecouldn'tunderstand

whyallofasuddenhewassleepless.Herubbed

hisforeheadandpulledBonolooversoshe

wouldn'tfallandsighed.

HisminddriftedofftoRoseasherlaughterfilled

thewholeroomandhersmileappearedrightbefore

hiseyes.Thewayshewouldlaughsohardandend

uphidingherfacewithherlittlefingermadehim

smilelunaticlythathehimselfendedupputtinghis

handonhisfacesmilinginit.Shewasso

amazinglyperfectandwhenshe'shereheisableto

openuptoherlikeheneverdidwithanyone.

Bonolotossedandputherhandonhischestwhen



hissmiledroppedandhelookedatherbabyface

andsmiledandkissedherheadstillwithRosein

hishead.

Kagiso:DearRose.

AtMxolisi'shome.

Around06h30.Thecarsdrovecloserandcloser

whentheystartedhittingtheystartedhooting

makingnoiseandeveryonewhowasawakeand

thosewhohadjustarrivedstartedrejoicingfortheir

safearrival.Takingitasthesignthattheywent

wellandtheyhadher.

MxolisitookoffhispodsandlookedatRosewho

wasstillasleepevenwiththenoise.Hesawhow

hereyeswhereswollenandredeventhoughthey

lookedbeautifullikethathecoultellshewascrying

allnightandcouldn'tsleep.Clearlythismarriage

thingcamebetweensomesortofconnectionshe



hadwithsomeonelikehehadandnothinghurts

morethanthat.

Thecarparkedandpeoplestartedullulatingand

singing.

Steve:Wearehereson.Wakethegirlupdontbea

snob.Andbegentle.Shelooksmorelikeanegg.

Toofragileunlikedikobotšeditletšengmoo.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Iwill.

Steve:keephercovered.Theresareasonwhywe

tookcarsthathadtintedwindows.

Mxolisi:gotit.

Stevesteppedoutofthecarandjoinedinwiththe

singing.MeanwhileMxolisilookedatRoseand

gentlyhitherontheshouldertryingtowakeherbut

shedidn't.Heclenchedhisjawsandshookhera

bitandshefinallywokeupstretchingandrubbed

hereyeslikeababywithfitswhenhesmiled

lookingoutsidethewindow.Hejustgotmarriedto



akid.

Herubbedhislowerlipandlookedatherlooking

outsidethewindowaspeoplewaited.Mxolisi

motherwalkedovertoherdoorandwaitedoutside

smilingandRoselookedatherbeforelookingat

Mxolisi.Theylookedsomuchalikeandhewashis

motherinaMaleform.

Mxolisi:Theysayyoushouldcoveryourself.

Rose:Why?

Mxolisi:Thingaboutintroducingyoutothe

ancestors..Idontknow.

Shesighedpullingtheblankettoherheadand

wrappedherselfsonoonecanseeherandMxolisi

steppedoutheadingtohersite.Heopenedthedoor

forherandhismotherhelpedheroutwhenthe

crowdstartedrejoicinglikethereswasn'tanother

daycoming.Bettycoveredherhelpingherfindthe

wayandledhertothekralwheresheboweddown



andMxolisibowednexttoher.

AtTheHospital.

Gailwokeupfirstandgotoffthebedgoingtothe

bathroom.Afterusingthetoiletshestoodbythe

sinkandwashedherfacewithwaterandused

Sagistoothbrushbrushingherteeth.

Whenshewasdonesheshesteppedoutandfound

BreezeawakelookingatSagiassheslept

peacefullyontopofhim.HelookedatGailand

sighedwhenshewalkedover.Shestoodbytheir

sideandtuckedSagishairbehindherearlookingat

herinnocentface.

Gail:shedeservesbetter.

Breeze:Yeah..shedoes.

Gail:pleasetellherIloveherwhenshewakesup.



Shekissedherforeheadandsmiledlookingather

andlookedatBreezenotknowingwhattodo.She

sighedlettinggoofSagiandturnedwalkingaway.

Breezestoppedherbythedoorandsheturned

lookingathim.

Breeze:Aftereverythingthathaswentdownthe

leastwecandoispartwithapropergoodbye.Let

medropyouoff.

Gail:ThankyoubutSagineedsyourightnowmore

thanIdo,morethanever.Behereforher.I

promisetobehaveifyouthinkI'llspreaduptoo

much.

Breeze:What..

Gail:nevermind.Iloveyou.

Breeze:Iloveyoutwo...

Shesmiledatthedoorandwalkedwalkedout.It

wassoheavyleavingthembehind.Especially

whencomingtothinkaboutthewholemonth



withoutthem .

.

.

.

.

.
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.
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Atthehospital.

Breezestaredoutsidethewindowforquiteawhile

nowsinceGailleft.Thefearofhermakingupher



mindaboutnotcomingbacktohimandgotothat

guygothisheartbeatingsohardonhischest.He

closedhiseyesthinkingofhowlifewithoutherwill

belike.Plusontheotherhandhehadtomakesure

thathedoesn'ttriggerSagiorshe'llendupdoing

somethingveryunlawful.

Sagislowlyopenedhereyesonhischestand

yawnedlookingathim.Helookedatherandsmiled

cubingherfaceandkissedher.

Breeze:goodmorning.

Sagi:hey..

Breeze:howareyoufeeling?

Sagi:I'mohk..justhungry.What'sbotheringyou?

Where'sGail?

Breeze:shehasalreadyleft.Around6am.

Sagi:AndyoulethergobyherselfBreeze?

Breeze:shesaidIshouldstayherewithyou.And

thatshelovesyou.



Sagi:Baby..

Shegotupandsatonhisstomachandputher

handsonhischestasheputhishandsonherbutt

slowlysmoothingher.

Sagi:youshouldhavegonewithher.Iknowy'all

aretryingtomakeitupformebutifyoureallydo

..you'llknowthatIwantyouguysonacleanslate.

Getalongandbringthatjoywelost.Andyoucan't

dothatwhenyourhere.YoubothbrokemeandI

wantyoubothtofixmebydoingwhat'sright,bring

backmyhappiness.

Breeze:Weagreedthatshe'llbeawayforamonth

only.Thatshouldbeenoughforhertomakeupher

mindifshestillwantstobeinthismarriageor

decidestofindherownhappiness.

Sagi:Whatifshedecidestoleave?Whatthen?

Breeze:thenI'llsupportherdecision.

Sagi:(sarcastic)Hhhmm.



Breeze:AndIexpectyoutodothesamebabe.

Please.Weletherbe.

Sagi:Isaidnothing.

Sheplayedwithhisbeardwithapouteonherface

whenhefrownedspankingherandsheflinched.

Sagi:Aooww..!

Breeze:Whatareyousilentlyplanning?

Sagi:Nothing..(laughs)

Breeze:Sagi..

Sagi:I'mserious..

HegaveherthatIdintbelieveyoulookwhenshe

shylylookedathimandfinallylaughedtryingtoget

offhimbutherheldherdownwithherwaist.

Breeze:Sagi..



Sagi:Isweartoyoubabe.I'mnotplanning

anything.Dontlookatmelikethat.

Breeze:likewhat?

Sagi:that..

Breezelookedatherwhenshesliddownblushing

layingonhischest.Hekissedherheadandtossed

withhergettingbetweenherlegsontopofheras

shegiggled.Hepulledthepatientgownupandtore

herpantieswhenshehidherfacewithbothhands

smiling.

Breeze:Talk..

Sagi:BabeI'mnotplanninganything.

Breeze:Wronganswer.

Heslowlystartedplayingwithhercookiewhen

bloodrushedthroughherbodyandpleasurekicked

inasshereleasedasoftmoan.



Breeze:Areyoureadytotalk?

Sagi:mmmhh..I'mnot..planninganything..

Breeze:Areyousure?Kanayouhaveadifferent

mindset.Areyouplanninganythingstupid?

Sagi:mmmmhh..no...

Breeze:Ohk..betternot.

Hestoppedandpulleddownthepatientgownwhen

shegaspedallwetandreadyforaction.Hesmiled

andkissedherandquicklygotoffthebedwhenshe

lookedathimastounded.Sheraisedherupper

bodybalancingwithherelbowslookingathimas

hesatonthechairwearinghisshoes.

Sagi:Whatareyoudoing?

Breeze:yousaidyouwerehungry..soI'mgoingto

getyousomethingtoeat.Idontwantmylittleone

tostaveinthere.



Sagi:Well..Ineedsomethingelse.

Breeze:What'sthat?

Sagi:(teary)Breezepleasedontdothistome.

Comeback.

Breeze:WhatdoyouwantSagi?

Sagi:Babyplease..youcantdothistome.

Breeze:IfyouwontsayitthenIdon'twhatto.

Hestoodupandkissedherforeheadasshelooked

athim.Hewinkedatherandtookhisphone

smilingandwalkedoutleavingherhorny.

Outside.Breezewalkedtowardshiscarwhenhis

phonerangandheansweredunlockingthecarand

gotinstartingtheengine.

Breeze:Odirile.

Odirile:Itoldyoutostopcallingmynamelikethat.



WTFdude!I'mnotyourbitch.

Breeze:(chuckles)Whatdoyouwant?

Odirile:Thequestionis"Whathappened?"

Breeze:ohk..

Odirile:RememberthegirlItoldyouaboutthe

otherdayatmyplace.WellIaskedheronadate

man.

Breeze:letmeguess.Sweatypalms?

Odirile:kindayesandkindano.Thethingisshe

hasn'tagreed.Shesaidshe'llthinkaboutitand

somehowIfeellikeit'llbeano,soyeah.

Breeze:ohk..

Odirile:dontohkme..

Breeze:Whatdoyouwantmesay?

Odirile:SeeIwantyoutotellmeifwhatI'mabout

todoisohkornot.RightnowI'minmywayto

Stone.IwanthimtotrackhersothatIcouldfind

herlocation.

Breeze:that'sstalkingman.Areyoucrazy?



Odirile:Inlove.AnddontbeplayingSupermanon

meyoudidfarmoreworsethanthis.

Breeze:Youmeanwe?

Odirile:Whatever..ohandanotherthing.Itoldher

it'safriendlydatebutuwantittobearomantic

date.

Breeze:youplanningonbangingthepoorgirlon

thefirstdate?

Odirile:Areyouasexaddict?

Breeze:What?

Odirile:Whyareyoualwaysthinkingaboutsex?No

I'mnotplanningonhavingsexwithhernotyet.

Someofusaren'tlikeyou.AnywaybyecourseI'm

wastingmytimewithyou.

Breeze:DontstalkthatgirlOdirile.

Odirile:Toolate.I'mhere.

HehangupandBreezeshookhisheaddriving

throughontheMcDonaldfollowingothercars.He



noticedamessageandtappedonitreadingthe

invitationtoRose'swedding.Hefrownedand

shookhisheadanddialedJackbutitwentstraight

tovoicemail.Hetriedhimagainbutstill.Hetried

Janebutitalsodidn'tgothrough.Hebithislipand

putthephonedownandincreasedthevolume

listeningtomusic.

AtMxolisi'shouse.

AfterintroducinghertotheancestorsMxolisi

handedRosehishandandhelpedherstandand

shepulledherdresswiththeotherhandsoshe

wouldn'tstainitwalkingoutofthekral.

Everyonestartedrejoicingsingingaweddingsong

lookingatthebeautifulyounglady.Roselooked

aroundasherheartpoundedlookingforatleast

someonefromherfamilywhoshe'sclosetoobut

nonwherethereexceptherparents.Sheswallowed

astearsburnedhereyesandshelookeddownasa

teardroppedfollowedbytheother.



MeanwhileMxolisiprayedinhisheartforthedayto

endalreadywhenhesawRoselookingdownanda

teardropped.Hesqueezedherhandandpulledher

huggingandhidherfaceinhischestandshe

wrappedherhandsaroundhim.

Withoutaclueofwhatwashappening,thecrowd

startedmakingnoiseevenlouderasshecried

sorrowfullybuttheycouldn'thearher.

BackattheHospital.

Kagisogotoffthebedandwenttothebathroom

andstoodbythemirrorlookingathimself.The

woundswerehealingandothershadhealedand

onlyscarsleft.Hesighedleaningintothesinkand

washedhisfaceandwhenhelookedatthemirror

hesawNakedistandingthereallfurious.Hisheart

skippedlookingatherbreathingangeroutofher.

Nakedi:Itoldyoutogostopit!



Hequicklyturnedbutshewasn'tthere.Herubbed

hisfacewitharacingheartandturnedbacktothe

mirrorandshewasnotthere.Hesighedtaking

breathexercisesandwashedhisfaceagainbefore

walkingtotheshowerbalancingthewaterandgot

inthinkingthrough.

.
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Atthehospital

Kagisosteppedoutoftheshowerwithatowel

aroundhiswaistandwenttotheroom.Hefound

Bonoloeatingstillinbedandleanedoverkissing



her.

Kagiso:youshouldgorefreshup.Andgetyourself

somethingtoeat,dontstarveyourself.

Bonolo:No..I'mohk.

Kagiso:Noloyournot.LastnightImust'vedrained

alltheenergyinyouthat'swhyyoureventoolazyto

getup.

Bonolo:Well..youdidn't.Iwantanotherround.

Kagiso:(smiling)yourcrazy..I'llrippyouapart.

LastnightyouwerecryingsayingIshouldn'tputit

allin.

Bonolo:Iwashurting.Itsbeenmonths.Butnow

I'mgood.

Therewasaknockonthedoorandtheylookedat

eachbeforeBonolojumpedoffthebedandwore

herbiggytshirtonlyandKagisoworethepatient

gownandhisboxersandgotinbed.Bonolotried

fixingherrichafrobutitdidn'tsitwellandshe



openedthedoortoaDoctor.

Doctor:hey..

Bonolo:hi..

Thedoctorlookedatherandsheshylylookeddown

andshewalkedinlookingatKagisowhoinnocently

payedthere.ShelookedatBonolo'sJeanand

sweateronthechairandhadaclueofwhatwas

happeningandsheshookherheadsmiling.

Doctor:youkidsjustcouldn'tholdyourself,isit?

Kagiso:(smiling)sorry..

Doctor:itsohk...atleastyoulockedthedoor.Some

justleaveitandgiveusshocks.It'snotthefirst

timewithyouguyshavingsexinahospital.Even

ourstuffhavesexhere.Anyway..

Shetookthestethoscopeoffherkneckand



checkedhimbeforetakingoutophthalmoscopyand

checkedhiseyes.Shesighedsmilingandtookhis

filewritingdown.

Doctor:Iseenoreasontokeepyouhere.Wedid

multipletestandstillnosignofinfectionorany

kinndofbeingunhealthy.Yourhealingfasterand

everythingisohkwithyou.Onlywoundslefttoheal.

Kagiso:soIcangohome?

Doctor:yeah..I'mdischargingyoutomorrow.

Kagiso:thankyoudoc.

Doctor:yourwelcome.Iseemadamisalready

knowshowtotakecareofyou.Keepingyou

healthy.That'sagoodthingandalsodrinkalotof

waterandkeeponexercising.

Kagiso:Iwill.

SheputthefilebackandwalkedoutandBonolo

closedthedoorwithshakyhandssmilingand

walkedtowardshim.Shegotonthebedandsaton



hisstomachandleanedinkissinghim.

Thedoorflewopenandshejumpedoffandalmost

fellonthefloorbutquicklygotbalancestandingup

bytheothersideofKagisowithherhandsbehind

herlookingatthehandsomeguyonthedoor.

Kagisolookedatthedoorandclearedhisthroatas

Breezewalkedinwithnarrowedeyebrowsandput

theplasticonthetablelookingatthem.

Kagiso:Hi..

Breeze:Hey...

Kagiso:ThisisBonolo,mygirlfriendandNolothis

isMrLyon.

Breeze:Hisdad.

Hestretchedhishandandshakingherhandand

steppedbackrubbingKagiso'sheadanditwaswet.

Breeze:Whydontyoujustundothishairdudeand



getahaircut?

Kagiso:no..

Breeze:thenundoit.Yougotagirlfriendsurelyshe

wouldn'tmindhelping.Lookingatthatmessedup

hairshehadtwobunsonherheadlethergiveyou

onebandjustincase.

Kagiso:No..

Breeze:Iwasn'tasking.Yourhairismessedup

andyouhavetodosomethingaboutit.Babygirl

undohishairplease.

Bonolo:Iwill.

Breeze:Good.Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat.I

gattacheckmywifeandheadoutsomewhere.

Kagiso:Nooffensebutheadoutwhere?

Breeze:YesterdayIreceivedaveryshocking

messageandIonlysawittoday.I'mgoingto

Rose'swedding.

Hisheartskippedandfeltlikeastackofneedles



wasstabbedonhisheart.Hegotupleaningback

lookingathimandswallowed.

Kagiso:CanIcomewithyou?BesidesIwasgoing

tobedischargedtomorrowmorning.

Breeze:really.Yougotavisitor-

Bonolo:noitsohk..Iwasgoingtoheadback

anywayandcomebacktogethimtomorrow.ButI

guessthere'saweddingyouguysshouldgotoo,

youcangoaslongasyoupromisetocomeback

hometomeandyourmom.Shemissesyou.

Kagisolookedatherbeforepullingherbyherhand

andkissedherbeforehuggingher.Breezelooked

atthemasmemoriesofgoodtimeflashedbefore

hiseyes.Beforecheatinggotinthewayandruined

everything.

Bonolosmiledtakingherjeansandsweaterand

wenttothebathroomwearingthemandcameback

wearinghershoes.Shetookhercarkeysand



phoneputtingtheminherpockettyingherafrointo

abun.

Breeze:Isyourhairlongerthanhers?

Kagiso:Yep..

Breezelookedathimandpulledhisbraidedhairat

theendoftherawanditwaslong.Heshookhis

headandletgoandBonolosqueezedKagiso's

handonelasttime.

Bonolo:Iloveyou.

Kagiso:Iloveyoutoo.

Shesmiledandpickedanappleinthebasket.

Breeze:Taketheplastic..I'llbuyhimanotheroneon

theway.Youneeditafterwhatyouguysdidlast



night.

Bonolo:Thankyou.

KagisoandBonoloshylylookedateachother

smilingandshewalkedoutleaving.

BreezelookedatKagisoandshookhisheadand

theybothchuckled.

Breeze:appledoesn'tfallfarfromthetree.Youhad

sexonahospitalbed.Injuredontopofthat.

Kagiso:Iwasstarving.

Breeze:Whatevergetup.

Kagiso:Idonthaveclothes...

Breeze:Wherearetheclothesyougotherewith?

Kagiso:IdontKnow.

Breeze:Yoursize..

Aftergivinghimhissizes,Breezesighedandturned



walkingoutandwenttoSagiswardandfoundher

finishingupherfood.Hekissedhercheekandand

rubbedherbellywhenshegiggledandpickedthe

remainingdrumstickandlethimtakeabite.

Breeze:Areyoufull?

Sagi:nop..Istillwantmore.I'meatingfortwonow

remember.

Breeze:right.Whatdoyouwant?

Sagi:Pizzaandfishandchips.Ohandalsoa

burgerfromburgerking.Andasteakepieplease

andadrink.

Breeze:Areyousureyou'llfinishallthat?

Sagi:Yep.

Breeze:ohk..ohyesterdayIreceivedamessage

fromJack.Roseisgettingmarriedtoday.

Sagi:What?

Breeze:that'sexactlywhatIsaidwhenIsawthe

message.



Sagi:ButRoseisstilltooyoungtobegetting

married.Shedoesn'tevenhaveaboyfriendnordid

shehaveonebefore.Whoisshegettingmarriedto

whileshe'ssounstable?

Breeze:Idontknow.Hedidn'tmentionwhoshe

wasgettingmarriedto.Sometimeshemakesme

wonderifreallyhecaresforthisgirlorhe'sjust

pretendingbecausehe'sthefather.HowwillRose

evenhandlethepressureofbeingadaughterinlaw

andsomeone'swifeatherposition.

Sagi:thisiswayoutofline.Whatevertrainyour

brotherisridinginsureisaoneofmentalhealth

problem.Hedoesn'tthinkthroughoftheoutcomes.

Rosedoesn'tneedtogetmarriedsheneeds

medicalattentionandherfamilyafterwhatshe's

beenthrough.

Breeze:Youcansaythatagain.

Sagi:Pleasegothereandputsomewordsinhis

thickskulsohecandropthiswholenonsense

courseI'msurethiswasoneofhispatheticideas.

Breeze:Yeah..



Hekissedhercheekandwalkedout.Hegotinto

hiscaranddrovetothemalltobuyKagiso's

clothesandSagisfoodstilltryingtogetholdof

JackandJanebutcouldn'tfindanyofthem.

Hourslater.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Breezeparkedbythegateandasecurityguard

steppedoutandwalkedover.

Security:MrLyon.

Breeze:hey..isanyonearound?

Security:nosir.Theylefttodayearlyinthe

morningafterthenegotiationsifI'mnotmistaken.

Breeze:Damnit!Ohkthankyou.



Thesecurityguardwentbackinsideandhesighed

lookingatKagisowhowaslookingatthehuge

house.HeshookhisheadlookingatBreezeand

drankhisdrink.

Kagiso:Howmanyrooms?

Breeze:16.

Kagiso:Wow...soiftheydidn'tsaywheretheir

goinghowarewegoingtogetthere.

Breeze:Tracktheircars.JackloveshisAudiQ5.

I'mprettysureheusedthatone.

Kagiso:Doyouknowtheregistration?

Breeze:Yep..

Breezeloggedintoacartrackerappandentered

therequirementanditappearedgivingthemeven

thekilometersaway.Heputthephoneonthe

smartphoneholderandreversedsteppingonthe



accelerator.

Kagiso:IsRoseohk?

Breeze:Shewasn'tbutafteryoushowedupinthe

pictureshestartedchanging.

Kagiso:meaning?

Breeze:Roselostherbestfriendyearsbackto

cancerandrape.Shediedinherarmsandshewas

stilltooyoungbythen.Itwassohardforherto

movepastallthat.Shestartedhavingnightmares

andstoppedlaughing,smiling,noreventalking.

Shewassenttomentalhospital,toseetherapist

andevenSanatoriumsbutnothing.Shecouldn'tlet

goofherfriend.Wewouldtakeheroutandtriedall

wecantoputasmileonherfacebutnothing

happened.Shefinishedschoolyep,butonline.

Sheputherselfonlockdownsinceshewas13and

thatmadeherfatherevenapainintheass.She

watchedmovies,studyonline,playmusic,eat,

shoponline,andusethegyminthehousetogether

mindoffandkeepherselfbusy.Thatwasherdaily



routineovertheyearsobsessedwiththedead.No

onewasabletoputasmileonherface,ever.

WouldyoubelieveifIsaidthedayIcamewithher

atthehospitalforthefirsttimethatwasthefirst

timeshereleasedalaughterafterthewholesaga?

Kagiso:What?

Breeze:Serious.Ihaven'theardherlaughlikethat

untilshemetyou.

Kagiso:that'ssomething.Waitstillthere.What

washerfriendsname?

Breeze:SomethingNaledi..Nabedi....

Kagisofacedroppedlookingathimwhenhisheart

poundedtothelastthistime.Heopenedthe

windowfortheairtogetinwithoutlimitand

swallowedlookingforward.Nowmorereasonto

wanttobethere.

Kagiso:YoumeanNakedi?

Breeze:yeahthatone.Didyouknowher?



Kagiso:Imether..

Breeze:Where?

Kagiso:Inmydreams..

.
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AtMxolisi'shome.

Breezedrovecloserfollowingthetrackerwhenhe

spottedalotofcarsonthewayandotherpeople

outsidesittingoncampingchairsdrinkingand

eating.Otherswerestandingingroupseatingand

heparkedhiscaronthesideoftheroad,justalittle



farfromtheexactlocationoftheweddingsinceit

wasfullandtheybothsteppedout.

Peoplearoundturnedlookingatthehandsomemen

,wholookedlikefatherandsonthoughtheylooked

likegangstersfromlookingattheirdresscode.

Black.Theyhadthoseplayboybadboyairaround

themandthosewalksgotyouwonderingwhatthey

coulddoinprivate.Theyhadbothputtheirhands

intheirpocketswearinghoodieshidingtheireyesin

sweatpantsandNikekicks.

Kagiso:Ihateitwhenpeoplestareatme.

Breeze:YouandI.

Theygottothegateandlookedaroundwhenhe

spottedJackinthemiddleofaconversationwith

othermenandhisuncles.Heclenchedhisjaws

lookingaroundandspottedJaneandotherwoman

sittingontheverandaeatingbutshewasplaying

withherfoodandonhersidethewasRosesitting

onthetraditionalmathandasmallwhiteblanketon



hershouldersandadoek.

Breeze:We'relate.It'sdone.

Kagiso:Ineedtotalktoher.Likereallyneedto.

Breeze:youcant.Afterthis..itswifeandhusband

moment.

Kagiso:Whatdoyoumean?

Breeze:commonson.Theirgoingtohavesex.And

Ithinkshe'savirginsotheychargedthemmore.

Afterthesexthey'llhavetoshowtheeldersthe

stainofbloodonthesheetstoproveapointthat

shewasstillaflower.Iwonderwhoshe'smarried

tocoursethatguyneedsapieceofmymind.

Kagiso:yournotgoingtothreatenhimontheday

ofhisweddingareyou?

Breeze:I'manuncle.Agangsteruncle,soit'smy

jobtodoso.

Kagiso:Yousureareamoodspoiler.



Breezeshruggedhisshouldersandtheyheadedto

wherethemenwhere.Kagisojustcouldn'ttakehis

eyesoffRose.Thethoughtofanotherman

sweatingontopofherdidn'tsitwellwithhimthat

hecouldjustscream.

Breeze:Bagolo..

Elders:Morwa/Brother..

Breeze:Howareyouall?

Elders:Fine/good

Lyonuncle:Ithoughtyouweren'tcomingson.

Whyareyoulatecourseyouweresupposedtobe

thereattherenegotiationsasRosella'suncle?

Breeze:Mywifehasbeenadmittedsohadtobe

therewithher.Shehadhitherheadsohardbut

nowshe'sgettingbetter.I'msosorryIcouldn'tbe

there.

Steve:Whatmattersisyouheretosupporther

duringthistime.AndIthinkit'sbestifyougo

apologizetohernowinfrontofthefemaleelders.



Breeze:Ohthankyou.

Lyonuncle2:Andwhosethisyoungmanwithyou?

Breeze:Ohhe'smyson.

AlltheLyonfamilymembersturnedlookingathim

thenbackatKagisowhofoldedfistsinhispockets

astheygotsweatystillhidinghisfacewiththe

hoodie.

Jack:HowcomeIdon'tknowyouhaveason

Breeze?Theonehisageeven.

Breeze:Thatsbecauseidonthavetoreportmylife

toyouJack.AndwhatIhaveornothaveisnonof

yourbusiness.Brother.

Jackswallowedanddrankhisbeerandclenched

hisjawsswallowinglookingatKagiso.

Lyonuncle:Howoldishe?Whosethemotherand



whydidn'tyoutellusyouhadasonsowecango

payfordamagesandmarryhim?

Breeze:that'sbecausehismotherandIareon

goodtermsandshedidn'twantmetopayallthose.

Andthefamilyagreedtonotcomeinbetweenus.

He's21.21rightboy?

Kagiso:Yeah.

Lyonuncle2:Who'syourmotherson?

KagisolookedatBreezeandclearedhisthroat.

Breeze:Doyoureallywanttoknowhernameuncle?

Lyon:yes.Wewanttoalsomeettheladythatgave

usaheir.

Breeze:Thenlet'scutit'sshortcourseyou'llnever

meethernorfindhercourseshe'satourist.

Lyon2:thenwecansetupameetingwithherand

herparents.

Breeze:Th-



Jack:(sarcastic)I'msureshewouldn'tminda

singlemeetingnowwouldsheBreeze.Huhboy?

Breezebithislipandturnedlookingathimandhe

raisedhisglassasawaytopisshimoff.Kagiso

lookedatthemandlookedattheelderswaitingfo

ananswer.

Kagiso:I'lltrytalkingtohercoursefornowshe's

overseasandshe'llbebackin6monthstime.

Lyon:Pleaseson...askhertosqueezusin.

Jack:Wait..ifyourmotherisoverseasandwe'll

comebackin6monthstimethenwhoisincharge

asyourguardian?

Breeze:Hes21andheknowshowtolookafter

himselfplushehasme.Excuseus.

Theybothturnedwalkingawayandtheelders

continuedwiththeirchatasJacklookedatthem

headingtotheladieshavingdoubts.



Meanwhilethewomanlookedatthemaninblack

walkingtowardsthemandkneltbeforethem.

Rose'sfacelituplookingathisuncleandwhen

Kagisopulledthehatfromhisfaceandlooked

aroundandtheireyesmetitwaslikebutterfliesjust

fliesstraightintoherstomach.Hewassocrazily

hotinblack.Shesmiledrevealingherangelicsmile

andKagisosmiledbackbitinghislipwhenJane

lookedathimandheclearedhisthroatputtinga

straightfacelookingdownandRosegiggled.Jane

turnedlookingatRosewhenRose'ssmiledropped

andshelookeddown.

Oldwoman:canwehelpyouson?

Breeze:yeah..I'mthebride'suncleandthisismy

son.I'dlikeawordwiththebridepleaseitsurgent,I

wontbelongIpromise.Iknowitsdisrespectfulbut

I'mdesperate.

Woman:Whatemergencyisthatthatcouldn'twait

untiltomorrow?Thisgirlcannotleaveourside.

She'snotallowedtostandupfromthere.



Breeze:Justfewsecondsplease..

Oldlady:Noyoungman.

JanelookedatKagisoandherheartraced.Sothis

istheson,theonethathesotoldherofffor.

Somehowithurtthathehadasonbeforethechild

shewasbearingcouldbebornandthefactthathe

didn'tcheckhergotherheartitchingastears

burnedhereyes.

BreezesighedandstoodupandsodidKagisoand

theyputtheirhandstogetherleavingtheminpeace.

Kagiso:Thatwentwell.

Breeze:youcansaythatagain.

Janegatherdherfearandquicklystoodup

excusingherselfandjoggedtowardsthemasthey

laughedholdingherbumper.



Jane:Breezewait..!Breeze!

Breezesighedandputalittlesmileandturned

lookingather.Shestoodinfrontofthemlookingat

KagisoandbackatBreezebeforeswallowing.

Jane:CanItalktoyou?Inprivateplease.

BreezenarrowedhiseyebrowsandKagisobreathed

outwhenBreezethrewhimthekeysandhewalked

away.Janelookedathimnotknowinghowtostart

thisandpulledhimbyhishandtotheothersideof

thehouse.MeanwhileJackspottedthemheading

asidewithherpullinghishandandcuriositykicked

inaswellasinsecurity.

Breezepulledhishandawayfromherandsighed

stoppingandputhishandsinthepocketslooking

ather.Shetookadeepbreathandturnedlooking

athim.Himstandingrighthereinfrontofhermade

everythingaroundhermakesense.Hestoleher



heartwithfewmomentsofweaknessandstolen

momentsoffun.Shewalkedevenclosetohimand

pulledhishandputtingitonherbumpasthebaby

kicked.Breezeswallowedlisteningtothebabykick

andlookedinhertearyeyes.Hepulledhishand

awayandputitinhispocketsteppingbackwith

Sagiinhishead.

Jane:PleasedontdothisBreeze,Ibegyou.

Breeze:Dowhat?

Jane:That.Yourhurtingmewhenyoupullyourself

awayfromme.

Breeze:Janelook.Youraverygoodwomanand

respectfulone.Dontletpain-

Jane:Yourtheonecoursingmepainbypulling

awayfrommeBreeze.Dontyouseethat?I'm

pregnantandyourhurtingme.

Breeze:Yeahyourpregnantrespectyoursouland

thatbabyyourcaringanddontletyourfeelings

harmanyofyouandmoreespeciallyyourbaby.



YouradoctorandI'msureyouknowverywellthat

aquarterofthepercentagemostwomanlosetheir

baby'soverstress.Y-

Jane:Icanthelpit.Yourthereasonbehindmy

stressBreezedontyougetit?.Whyareyou

ignoringme?Whyareyounotgivingmeyour

attention?Wh-

Breeze:becouseI'mmarriedandIlovemywife's.

Meandyou-wasnotgonnaworkandwebothknew

thatandignoredthehighlights.Sagiiscrazy.

MeaningcrazyImeanshe'sapsychopath.AndI'm

notsayingthisbecauseoftalkingbuteventhe

doctorconfirmedit.She'snotmentallystableand

shehasluckofsympathyandremorse.I-

Jane:Thenwhyareyoustillwithherifshe'sgoing

nuts.Whycantyoujustbewithme?

Breeze:BecouseIloveherohk!Ilovehersobad.

AndcomparedtowhatIfeelforyou-it'snothing.

Andshe'spregnant.

Jane:ButIloveyouBreeze..andIhatefeelingthis

way.I'msorrytosaythisbutIwontstopuntilI'm



withyou.Pleaseletmein.

Breeze:yourpregnantwithJack'schild.Wh-

Jane:it'snothis.Iwasmadatthefactthatyou

haveasonandIthoughtmaybeifisaidit'shisI'd

gettoyoubutthatdidn'thappen.Thischildisyours

andneedsbothitsparents.Together.

Breeze:Janewhydoyoukeeppushing?BesideI'm

badforyou.

Jane:BecouseIloveyouBreeze.Iloveyou.

Breeze:Meandyouarenotgonnaworkwoman!

Yourmybrotherswifeforchristsake!Thishasto

stop.

Jane:whyareyoudenyingyourself-

Breeze:I'mnotdenyingmyselfanything.I'vegot

everythingthatIneedandit'sonlyamatteroftime

beforemymarriagegetsbackontrack.Finger's

crossed.

Jane:(crying)Breezeplease...

Breeze:Janeyourheart.YeahIgetthat,soamI.

Andthankyoufortellingmethetruthaboutthe



babybeingmine,Ireallyappreciatethat.Butyou

andIcanneverbeanitem.I'llsupportthebabyand

bethereforhim/herbutnotyou.WellIwillbethere

foryoubutnotasapartofyou.Thankyouforthe

goodtimesandIdontregrethavingthischildwith

you,actuallyI'mhappythatyourtheonecarryingit

otherthanastrangerthatIhardlyknow.Butbaby

thegoodhascometopass.Realityhaskickedin

andwebotharemarriedandtheshitthatwere

doingisnotright.ItstotalWRONG.Ialwaysdo

wrongbutthisone..Icant.I'msorryifIgaveyou

wrongimpressionsandIhopeyoufinditinyour

hearttoforgiveme.

Jane:ButIdontthinkI'llbeabletoo.

Breeze:thentryhardbabe.Forme.

Jane:That'sthethingBreeze.Feelingsaren't

switches.Youcantjustswitchthemoff.Iwantyou

.

Breezelookedatherbeforebitinghislipandshook

hisheadturningaroundtoleave.Thiswas



pointlesstryingfotalkheroutofherloveforhim.

Jane'sheartraisedwhensheheldherbumperand

rantowardshimpullinghimbythesweaterturning

himaroundandpinnedherlipsonhiskissinghim.

MeanwhileJackimpatientlytappedhisfootonthe

groundandroughlystoodupheadingwherehesaw

themdisappear.Asheslowlyapproachedhisheart

gotheavierandheavierandwhenstoppedbythe

cornerlisteningcarefully.Hetookadeepbreath

andsteppedoverandhisheartdroppedintohis

stomachandhismouthdropped.

.
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AtMxolisi'shome

Jackstoppedonhistrackslookingatthemasthey

quicklybrokethekisssteppingawayfromeach

other.HelookedatBreezewhenheclearedhis

throatlookingbackathimlikenothinghappened

withaneutrallookonhisface.Heknewthathis

littlebrotherwasoutforhim,butwithhiswife?

Breezerubbedhisbeardlookingathimthenbackat

Janewhowasstandingstillnotknowingwhattodo

,touchorletgo.Hescoffedandtriedwalking

awaywhenJackpulledhimbyhiswrist.

Jack:AreyoudaringmeBreeze?Whatthehellare

youdoingwithmywife?



Breeze:Letgoofme.

Jack:Karewhatareyoudoingwithmywife?

BreezeI'llbeatthecrapoutofyou,youknowthat?

Breeze:AndIsaidletgo!

Jane:Jackpleaselet'stalkaboutthis,lethimgo.

Itsourdaughtersweddingforchristsake!

Jack:Breeze..Forthelasttime.Whatareyoudoing

withmywife?

Breezelookedathishandonhiswristbefore

pullinghishandfromhisgripandcamefacetoface

withhim

Breeze:A-donttouchme.B-Donteverthreaten

meoraddressmethatmannercourseItakethem

totheheart

Jack:Breezewhatwereyoudoingwithmywife?

Breeze:Areyoublind?WewerekissingJack.We

kissed!Areyousatisfiednow.Wekissed!



Jack:She'smywife!

Breeze:So..?

Jackclenchedhisjawsasangeroccupiedhimand

heblewapunchatBreezewhobithistonguelosing

balance.Breezetrembledwhenhegotbalanceand

lookedathimbeforescoffingandspitbloodas

Janestoodtherewithherhandsonhermouthand

tearsstreaming.Breezelookedathimandasmirk

startedfromhissidelipandheputhishandsinthe

pocketslookingathim.

Fightinghimbackwouldn'tbepainfulcomparedto

thecakecookinginsideofJane.Thisbabywould

betheonetosettlethescorebetweenthem.

Breeze:Feelingbetter?

Jack:Ineverwanttoseeyounearmywifeagain,

youhearme!Imeanever!

Breeze:Whatever!(ToJane)GoodByeLove.



Helookedatthemoncemorebeforesmiling

walkingaway.Jackfrustratedlylookedbackat

Janewhensheraisedherhandblockinghimfrom

sayingwhathewantedtosay.

Jane:Please..notnow.

Shewalkedawayleavinghimstandingthereas

tearsburnedhiseyes.Outofallpeople,hisown

brotherwillbetheoneendinghismarriage.His

blood.Hewipedhistearstakingbreathexercises

gatheringhimselfandwalkedback.

Meanwhile,Mxolisi'sauntwalkedoutofasmall

roomaftersheprepareditandcalledRose.Rose

lookedatherbeforestandingandwalkedin.

Aunt:Ipreparedyouabathinside.Gobathand

thenwaitforyourhusband.He'llfindinhere.The

eldersarestilladvisinghim,he'llbewithyoushortly.



Goinside.

Roseswallowedandlookedbackwherehermother

wassittingbutshewasn'tthere.Shelookedback

attheauntandpulledherdresswalkingin.

Shesatonthewhitesheetslookingaroundand

finallytookoffherheels.Someoneknockedonthe

doorandshestoodopeningforayoungladyher

age.

Her:Hi..I'mMelinda.TheysaidIshouldbringthis

toyou.

Rose:Oh..thanks.I'mRosella.

Melinda:Yoursobeautiful.Mycausinhashitthe

jackpothere.

Rose:Thankyou.Soareyou.

Melinda:Anyway..letmeliveyoutoprepareforthe

deed.

Rose:Wait..whatdoyoumeanthedeed?



Melinda:Ohcommongirl!Youknowtheone,two

three..Menontopofawoman.Inandout?Tloff

tloff?

Rose:oh..ohk..uhm..wow..

Herheartpoundedlookingdownthereandwrapped

herhandsaroundherbody.Melindalookedather

tryingtoreadher.Shesawhowherbreath

suddenlychangedandfrownedlookingathercute

roundface.

Melinda:Oh..uhmm..itsohk.Dontbescared.

Rose:Isitgonnahurt?

Melinda:Uhm..atfirstbutwithinasecondyou'd

haveadjustedandyou'llbegood.Justrelax.Bein

themomentanddontfocusonthepain.

Voice:Melindaa!!

Melinda:That'smymom.Igattago.You'llbefine.

Dontworry.Ohk..



RoseshookherheadasMelinda'smothercalled

hercountlesstimesandshewentawayandshe

tookherhugebaginside.

Shelayeditonthefloorandkneeleddown

searchingforherphoneuntilshefounditwithits

charger.Shelookedaroundforaplugandplugged

herphonechargingitbeforetakingoffherclothes

,takingoffthedoekandherhairbouncedonher

shouldersthenshegotinthebath.Shetriedtonot

thinkaboutwhatwasabouttohappenbutcouldn't

helpasherheartshatteredinpain.

Afterawhileshesteppedoutandwrappedatowel

aroundherbodyandwenttocheckherphone

findingiton24%.Sheswitcheditonpullinganother

toweldryingherhairstandingbythephone.Oneit

wason,sheunlockeditandwenttothecontacts

dialingBreeze.

Breeze:Myfavoriteniece.

Rose:Hy..uncle.howareyou?



Breeze:HowamI?I'mmadbabygirl!I'mmadly

mad!

Rose:Samehere.Yousaidyouwantedtotalkto

meaboutsomethingurgent?Iseverythingohk?

Breeze:Nop!Mysonhereisangrythat'swhat's

urgent.Letmegiveittohim.

Inthecar.

BreezegaveKagisothephonewhenhepointedhim

outandKagisosmiledsteppingoutofthecarand

closedthedoorleaningagainstit.

Kagiso:(softly)Heyyou..

Rose:(blushing)Heyyou..

Kagiso:Howareyou?

Rose:I'm..Idontknow.You?

Kagiso:Samehere.IdontknowhowIfeelorhowI



am.

Theybothstoppedtalkingsmilingoverthephone

asiftheycanseeeachother.Afterawholeminute,

Kagisochuckledbitinghislip..

Kagiso:Youstillthere?

Rose:Yeah..uhm..Unclesaidyouwereangry?is

everythingohk?

Kagiso:Idontknow.MaybeIjustwantedtosee

youonelasttimebeforeyougetmarried.That's

whatdroppedmyspirit.

Rose:Oh..uhmm..hmm.

Kagisochuckledlisteningtoheradorablevoiceas

shegiggledmakinghimwishformorethanjusta

phonecall.

Kagiso:Rose?



Rose:Mmhh..

Wordsstuckinhismouthashismouthopenedwith

nothingthatcameout.Hesighednotwantingto

stressheronthisdayoropenupoldwounds.At

leastnotnow.Hepressedhiseyestogetherand

tookadeepbreath.

Kagiso:Rose?

Rose:Mmmhh..

Kagiso:Iloveyou.

Backintheroom.

Rose'sheartskippedasshestoodtherewiththe

phoneonherear.Sheswallowedlisteningtoher

heartbeatsofastonherthroatnotknowingwhatto

say.Shenevertoldaboythatshelovedhimand

eventhoughshewantedtosayitbackshecouldn't.



Thedoorslowlyopenedwhenherheartpounded

evenmoreholdingtightonthephoneasherknees

shook.

Mxolisiclosedthedoorlookingatherfacingthe

otherdirectionandcouldn'thelpbutscanherbody

lookingathercurvedbodyandsmoothskin.He

shookhisheadtryingtoshakehisnastythoughts

awayandsatonthebed.

Mxolisi:Hi.

Rose:(shakey)hi.

Meanwhile..KagisoheardMxolisi'svoicebreaking

hisheart.Hecouldhearherheavybreathoverthe

phoneandfinallyshehangupwithoutsaying

anythingtohim.Hesighedlookingaroundwhen

hespottedteogirlswalkingoverandhewalked

towardsthem.

Kagiso:Hey..excuseme.



Them:Hy..

Kagiso:couldyoupleasefillmeinhere.Whoisthe

guygettingmarriedhere?

Girl:Donald.ButmostpeoplecallhimMxolisi.

Kagiso:oh..surname?

Girl:Wedon'tknow.Wejuststoppedbyto

support.Weonlyknowhissocialmedianame.

D.MX.

Kagiso:AsinlikeDMX?

Girl:Yeah..butwithafullstopaftertheletterD.It's

anabbreviationofhisname.

Kagiso:Ohk..thankyouladies.

Thegirlssmiledandwalkedawaymumbling

somethingandturnedgettinginthecargiving

Breezehisphone.

Breeze:Ncncnc.Justthebeginningmyboy.Just

thebeginning.



Kagiso:DoyouhaveFacebook?

Breeze:Nop..IhaveInstagram.Why?

Kagiso:Iwannaknowwhoshegotmarriedtoo.

Hegavehimbackthephoneandheloggedinto

Instagramsearchinghim.Mxolisi'saccount

appearedfirstandheclickedonitlookingathis

picture.Helookedrichfromhisoutfitsandthis

differentcarshetookpictureswith.Clearlyhe

doesn'tstandachance.

Breezelookedathimandtookthephoneinhis

armsandlookedatwhathewaslookingatwhen

hisjawsdropped.

Breeze:WTF!Hellno!

Backintheroom.

Roseputthephonedownandswallowedclosing



hereyesandturnedlookingathim.Hemovedhis

eyesfromherglowingsmooththighstoherface

andstoodupgettingclosertoher.Hestoodin

frontofherastheybothsharedthesamebreath.

Heusedhisfingerraisingherfaceandtheylooked

ineachotherseyesasherheartpoundedsohard

thistime,likemad.Heswallowedlookingather

lipsandslowlyleanedinkissingherbutshedidn't

reply.Hepulledbacksmilingandlookedather.

Mxolisi:Firsttimekissingaguy?

Rose:(shookhead)

Mxolisi:ohk..justflowwithme.Relax..ohk.

Relax...

Sheswallowedwhenheleanedinagainandkissed

herandshejoinedinandsuddenlyitturnedintoa

Frenchkiss.Hishandtracedherarmssending

chillsasanotheronewrappedaroundhertinywaist

.Hebrokethekissandlookedatherwhenshe

lookeddownshyly.Hepulledherchinupfacing



him.

Mxolisi:Lookatme..

Shelookedathimwhentheymadeaneyescontact

andheslowlyloosenedthetoweldroppingit.She

triedcrossingherlegstohidehercookiewhenhe

usedhislegpartingherlegsasherheartpounded.

Hebithisliplookingatherteenagebreastand

lowertoherflattummyandfurthertoherlittle

heaven.Hepulledherhandsputtingthemonhis

chestbeforepullingherclosercubingherbreasts

kissingher.

Heletgoandpulledouthisshirtremainingwithhis

pantslookingatherasshestoodtherelookingat

himwithapouheart.Hedidhaveanawesome

body,likewow.Hepulledherhandsslowlyandput

themonhisbandlookingather.

Mxolisi:Unbuckletheband...andthepants.



Roseswallowedahugelamplookingathimand

slowlywithshakyhandstriedremovingtheband.

Hesmiledlookingatherandlookedaside.

Mxolisi:Relax...

ShebreathedinandUnbuckledhisbandbefore

unbuttoninghispantsandslowlypushedthem

downcomingfacetofacewithhisexpandedboxer.

Shequicklystoodstraightandlookedathimwhen

hepulledherintoakissandpickedherlayingher

onthebedcursingeveryinchofherbodymaking

herbloodrushthroughherveinsandherbody

warm.Helookedatherbeforekissinghergoing

downleavingwetkissestohercookie.Hetried

closingherlegsagainwhenhepushedherlegs

apartandhereyeswidened.Helookedather

shakinghisheadwithasmilebeforedivingin

eatinghercookielikeneverbefore.Aweirdsound

escapedhermouthwhenshequicklyusedboth



handscoveringhermouthasthepleasurekicked

offraisingherlowerbackpartingherlegseven

furtherclosinghereyes.Everycellinherbody

shookwhenshefeltawaverushingthroughher

twistinghertoesonthebedtryingtocloseherlegs

butMxolisipartedthemevenfurthersuckingher

untilshereleased.

Rose:OhmyGod..I'msososorry..Ididn'tmean

tooo..ohmyGod..I..

Mxolisiliftedhisheadlookingatherunbelievably

thatshejustapologized.Hesmiledandleanedin

whenshemovedherheadfacingaside.Hescoffed

beforeusingonehandcubingherchinand

forcefullykissedhermakinghertasteherself.He

letgoofherfaceandcursedheronemoretime

beforeloweringhisboxersandhismonster

droppedonhercookie.Shelookedathimasher

heartbeatsohardthistime.



Mxolisi:Relax..lookmeintheeyes.Dontbreak

theeyecontact.

Hestrokedhimselfbeforegentlyrubbingonher

cookieandstoppedathersmallentrance.She

lookeddeepinhiseyeswhenheslowlypushedin

andsheskippedtryingtomoveclosinghereyes

pushinghischest.Hepulledherhandandcrossed

themonaboveherheadpinningthemwithone

handasanotheroneheldherwaistlookingather

assheclosedhereyestightly.

Mxolisi:Roselookatme..

Rose:Ithurts..

Mxolisi:Lookatme..relax

Sheslowlyopenedhereyeswithapouteand

lookedinhiseyeswhenheleanedinkissingher

andlookedI'meachotherseyes.Hegentlyrubbed

throughherp***lipsandstopedatherentrance



slowlypushinginashereyeswidenedfeelinghis

dickstretchedheropen.Heronehandmanagedto

escapefromhisgripandtriedtopushhimoffbut

hewastoostrongforher.Shefeltlikeherbones

werecrackingandhersoulwasleavingherbody

whenshescratchedhisbackclosinghereyes

screamingwithtearsrollingdownthesideofher

eyes****

.
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AtMxolisi'shome.

Aftercrackingherjuicyjarlisteningtoherscream,

Mxolisiwaitedforhertoadjusttohissizeandtake

inthepainlikeabiggirlbeforethrustinginandout

slowlyoutofherwithbloodcomingoutfromtheir

privates.Helookedatherastearsrolleddownthe

sideofhereyesandpulledoutgettingoffher

lookingatthebloodstaincoveringthemandonthe

sheets.

Heswallowedgettingoffthebedasshelayedthere

unabletocloseherlegssilentlycryingwithher

handsonherface.Herubbedhisfaceandwalked

totheinsuitandpreparedabubblebathwithsalt

andwentbacktocarryherlayingherinsideandhe

gotundertheshowerlisteningtohersoftcries

cuttinghisheart.

Afterawhilehesteppedoutandworehisclothes

beforepullingthestainedsheetsandputthenew

onesthatwereonthecornerbeforetakingthe



bloodyonesoutsidetotheeldersandtheyallstood

uprejoicing.

Steve:Nowshe'sours.She'sourdaughter.A

woman.

Mxolisiswallowedlookingatthemlookingatthe

bloodysheetsandsighedgoingbackinside.He

walkedtohercaseandtookouthernightdressand

pantieslayingthemonthebedbeforegoingbackto

herandsatonthetoiletlookingatherlayinginside

staringattheceilingstillintears.

Mxolisi:I'msorry.Ihadtodothatsotheycouldsee

youwerestillavirgin.Rose?..Ikn..AnywayI'm

sorry.Letmehelpyouout.

Hemovedherhairfromherfacetackingitbehind

herearbeforetakingoffhisshirtanddippedhis

handsinsideandpickedherupwalkingtothe



bedroomwithher.Hehelpedherstandandpulled

hertoweldryingherandappliedlotionedher.He

pulledhernightdressandhelpedherwearitand

pulledherpantiesgoingdownonhiskneesand

helpedherwithittoo.Girls!

Afterdressingher.Heopenedhesheetsand

lookedatherasshestaredathimterrified.

Rose:(crying)No..I'mstillhurt.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Dontworry..Iwon'tdoanything

youdontwantmetodo.I'llrespectyourbodyand

notinvadeinanythingconcerningyourbody.I

wonttouchyouinappropriateordoanythingtoyou

withoutyourpermission.Whathappenedwas

supposedtohappencourseitstradition.Sickoneif

youaskme.

Roselookedathimashestoodtherewaitingforher

tocomegetin.



Mxolisi:Ipromisenottohurtyou.Comeon..

Sheswallowedandwalkedoverwithherlegsapart

andsatonthebedbeforeshecouldlifttherestto

thebedandhepulledtheblanketsonher.Hestood

bylookingatherandsmiledwalkingbacktothe

bathroomandpickedhisshirtandwenttotakea

fleecesittingonthechairandtookouthisphone.

Meanwhileoutside..BreezelookedaroundforJack

whenhespottedhimaroundeldersandwalked

overpullinghimawayfromthem.

Jack:(drunk)Yeeeimarn!Breeze..Watsenwa

kapajang?Getyourfilthyhandsoffmeyouselfish

prat!

Breeze:Idontgottimeforyourstupiddrunkardass

rightnowJack.Youneedtostopthiswholething!

Thatguy-

Jack:Whoareyoutotellmewhattodowithmy



daughter?Hhmm?Oakanyagoreoselomang

Breeze!Kissingmywife!Andnowyouwantto

stopmydaughterswedding!?Haaiifotsekmarn!

Tlogatselengyame!

Breeze:Thatguyyoujustmarriedyourdaughter

tooiswayolderthanher.He-

Jane:Isn'tJaneolderthanyoubutyetyoukissed

her?Hhm?

Breeze:Jackthisisdifferent.Andcantyouforone

wholesecondjustnotmakethiswholethingabout

meandJaneandthinkaboutyourowndaughterfor

once.Putyourselfinhershoe's!

Jack:Ohexcuseme!Isthatafatherlyinstinctin

yourvoice?HoldonisRoseyourdaughter?

Breeze:What?

Jack:Howlonghaveyoubeenseeingmywife

Breeze?Howlong?

Breeze:I'mnotseeingyourwifeJack.Couldyou

shiftthatfocusonRoseforawhile.Let'sstopthis

madnesssowecouldcarryonwithourlivestofight



oneanothertheothertime.

Jack:Welllistenhereyoulittledevilbrotherofmine

.Ihateyou.Ihateeveryinchofyourbodywithits

everycell.IfRoseisreallymydaughterandnot

yours,thenmydecisionisfinal.Roseis

someone'swifeandsheisalreadyintroducedtothe

ancestors..ohandshe'salreadyde-flowered.She

willlivehappyknowingthattheLyonevilcreature's

likeyouarenolongerpartofherlifeandmygirlwill

moveonjustfinewithoutsomeonelikeyoutocall

anuncle.Weshouldhaveburnedyouinthathouse

topreventthiswholething.Nx!Youshouldhave

burnedinthathousemarn!Yourahugeescape

thatisn'tneededonthisplanet.I'msureJames

wishesthesamethinginjail.

WordsstuckinBreezesmouthasthewhole

memoryofhisbrotherstryingtoburnhiminthe

houseflashesbeforehiseyesbringingtears

burninghiseyes.Heswallowedapainfullump

lookingatJackwalkingawaydrunk.Hesounded

likehereallymeantitandlikehealwayswantedto



saythisonhisfacebutdidn'tknowhowto.He

himselfalwayswantedrevengebutnotevenonce

hashewisheddeathuponanyofhisbrothersbut

theydidwithoutremorse.Theysowantedhim

deadandtotallyoutoftheirlives.Heputhishands

inthepocketsandbithislipwalkingbacktothecar

.

InsideKagisolookedatBreezewalkingoverwith

hisheaddownandstoppedlookingbackatthe

crowdcelebratingandtunedbackwalkingover

rubbinghisfaceandgotinthecar.Theairaround

himwassodifferentthanwhenhewalkedoutof

thiscar.

Kagiso:Areyouohk?

Breeze:I'mfine..Iamjustfine.

Kagiso:Whatdidtheysay?

Breeze:Icouldn'tstopit.It'salreadydone.Maybe

weshouldletthewholeChosenbyaFriendthing



unfoldbeforetheireyes,maybethatwouldopen

theireyes.(Sighed)Let'sjusthopeitwouldn'tbe

toolatebythen.

HestartedtheengineandKagisolayedback

lookinginsideasthecardroveoff.Heswallowed

imaginingofhowlongitwouldbebeforetheycould

seethewrongofthiswholething.

Breeze:Let'stakeyouhome.

.

.

.

.

Amonthlater

.

.

.



.

Comments.

.

.

[08/02,13:46]Lynne :Chapter50.

AtRose'shouse.

Rosewalkedoutofthelaundryroomwithabusket

andwalkedtothebedroomwhereshesatonthe

bednicelyfoldingtheclothes.Shestoodupand

whentopackeachoftheirclothesintheircloset

beforetakingherlaptopwalkingtothekitchen

searchingforcookinglessons.Thiswasso

embarrassingthatshedidn'tknowhowtocook

withoutahelpfromsomeoneoratutorial.Luckily

Mxolisiunderstoodherandevenmadesurethat

everythingshe'llneedisinthehouse.Clearlyshe

spentsomuchofhertimedoingnothingandcrying

overherfriend.



Sheputthelaptoponthecounterandlookedat

TastechannelonYouTubeandtookoutallthe

ingredientsshe'llneedbeforeshestartedpreparing

dinner.

Thoughtheystayedinonehouse,theywere

startingtogetalongbuthardlyspeaktoone

anotherandtheonlytimetheywereintimate,that

wasontheirweddingday.Herphonerangonthe

chargerandshepousedthevideo,takingitand

answered.

Rose:Heyauntie.

Sagi:Myfavorite.Howareyoudoingmydarling?

Rose:I'mgettingthere.I'mjusthavingahardtime

comingtotermswiththefactthatI'mnow

someone'swife.Andthatmyownfathersoldme.

Sagi:I'msorryyoufeelthatwaybabe.I'malsonot

gettingalongwithwhatyourdaddidbutthisis

reality.Onewayoranotheryou'llhavetogetused

toamanwalkinginthatdoorexpectingtoseeyou

inthekitchenpreparinghimsomethingtoeat.Orto



seeyouwaitingforhiminbed.

Rose:Wedonthavesex.Idoeverythinglikethey

saidIshoulddoonourweddingdayforhim

,laundry,cookandall.ButIjustcanthavesexwith

him.

Sagi:Why?

Rose:Idontknow.MaybeI'mscared.

Sagi:Haveyouguystalkedaboutit.Kanahe'sa

man,andhe'sstarving.

Rose:lasttimewespokeaboutsexwasthesame

daywelasthadit,onthedaywegotmarried.He

saidhewouldn'tdoanythingtomewithoutmy

permissionandhe'skeepinghisword.

Sagi:Babyhe'saman.Worstyourhusband.He's

boundtoyouandonlyyou.Butifyoukeepdenying

himeverymansrighthe'sgoingtofindanother

womanandbringhertoyourhousetohavesex

withherinfrontofyou.Andthat'llmakeyoufeel

lessanditsgonnahurt,thoughyourbothnotinlove

witheachother.Menaresounpredictable,you'll

neverknowwhenitcomestothem.



Rose:SoareyousayingIshouldhavesexwithhim?

Sagi:Thechoiceisyoursbabygirl.Yourbody,your

choiceanddecisiontomake.Justdontdowhat

youdontfeellikedoing.I'mnottalkingonhis

behalfbecouseIhatehim,I'mjustsaying,hesa

man.

Rose:Igetyou..Whydontyouandunclelikehim

anyway?I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyouguys.

Sagi:Uhm..Wejusthatehimbecausehe'smarried

toyou.Nothingyoushouldworryyourselfabout.

Rose:IsauntAbigailback?

Sagi:Shewillbebackinaweek.Shesaidshe

needsmoretimetoclearherheadabit.

Rose:Ohk..

Sagi:Letmegetbacktocleaningbabe.Welltalk

ohk.

Rose:Yourcleaningwhilepregnant.Andbellyis

growingsofast,yourstillon3months.Why

doesn'tunclehelpyou?

Sagi:he'sstillsleeping.Yesterdayhimandher



friendshadaminipartytocelebrateoneoftheir

friendswhojustgraduated.Hesleepsasifhe'sthe

onepregnant.

Rose:(smiles)Icanimagine.Bye.

Theyhangupandshecontinuedcooking.

Atthetaxirank.

Thetaxidroveintothetaxirankandparkedbefore

allthepassengerssteppedout.Kagisosteppedout

andhanghisschoolbagonhisshoulderholdinga

PnPplasticinhisotherhandwalkinghome.Breeze

hasbeensohelpfultohimandevenopenedhim

anotherbankaccountwherehesendshim1.5

everymonthspluspayinghisstudies.Firstmonth

wasn'tbadatallatcollege.HespottedmaSylivia

andsmiledwalkingtowardsher.Sylviastoodup

smilingandopenedherarmsforhimandthey

huggedbeforetheysatdown.



Sylvia:Howareyoumyboy?

Kagiso:I'mgoodma.Andyou?

Sylvia:Iwastraumatizedafterhearingwhat

happenedtoyoucoupleofmonthsback.Ihardly

sleptprayingyoucomeback.Theyeventoldme

thatyouwerenowheretobefoundandyourdead.

Kagiso:I'madiehard.Thankyouforalways

puttingmeinyourprayers.Ireallyappreciateyou.

Sylvia:YourtheonlysonIhavemyboy.Howis

yourmotherdoing?Issheohk?

Kagiso:She'sgettingthere.WhenIwasnotaround

mygirlfriendhelpedtakecareofher.Shehadeven

gainedweightandabletomovearoundanddo

somechores.Shehadmadeprogress.She'seven

lookingforajob.

Sylvia:(smiling)that'sgreatnewsmyboy.Isee

youhaveaschoolbag,areyoubackinschool?

Kagiso:Yeah..I'mincollege.MrLyonispayingfor

mystudiesandI'mdoingasmuchasIcantonot



disappointhim.Heisreallyagoodmanandhelps

meoutalot,Icantthankhimenough.

Sylvia:Wow..I'mreallyhappyforyouson.

MeanwhileBonolodrovebytherankplayingmusic

drinkingamilkshakewhenhespottedKagisositting

withanoldwomananddrovebystoppingbythe

table.Sherolleddownthewindowandsmiled

steppingoutandKagisostoodupmeetingher

halfwayandtheyhuggedbeforepullinghertomeet

Sylvia.

Kagiso:Babe..thisisMaSylviaKani.Mathisis

Bonolo,mygirlfriend.

Bonolo:Dumelama.

Sylvia:Hellomygirl.Howareyou?

Bonolo:I'mgood.Andyou?

Sylvia:I'malsogood.Youdidn'tmentionshewas

sobeautifulson.



Bonolo:(smiling)oh..thankyou.

Kagiso:I..wantedyoutomeetherinperson.

Sylvia:Wellshe'sreallybeautifulson.

Kagiso:Thankyou.Ma..letmegohomeandI'll

comecheckuponyoutomorrow.

Sylvia:noproblemson.Gogetsomerest.

Hekissedhercheekbeforetakinghisbagand

plasticgettinginthecarandtheydroveoff.

Bonolo:Yourapersonofpeople.Yourtookind.

Kagiso:Tothosewhohavebeenthereforme

duringmyworsttime.Thatwomangavemean

opportunitywhilenooneelsecouldn't.Thelittleshe

gavemehelpedmealotandwasabletofeedme

andmymom.

Bonolo:Icantimaginewhatyou'vebeenthrough.I

neverhadtoaskanyoneforapiecejobormoney

becausewhateverIwantedIalwaysgotit.I'm



proudofyouthatyoudidn'tgiveuphopebabe.I

loveyou.

Kagiso:Iloveyoutoo.

Hepulledherhandandkisseditastheydrove

along.Herphonevibratedonphoneholderand

Odirile'snameandpicflashedonthescreen.Her

heartskippedwhenKagisoletgoofherhandso

shecouldanswerbutshedidn't,insteadshe

ignoredit.HecalledagainwhenKagisolookedat

herandbackatthephone.

Kagiso:Aren'tyougoingtoanswerthat?

Bonolo:no..thispeoplecallalotandtheycall

everytimeI'mwithyou.Theygotnoperfecttiming.

Kagiso:hecallsyouforthesecondtime.Itcould

beimportantbabe.Answerit.

Bonolo:no..

Kagiso:Whynot?Istheresomethinggoingon

betweenyouandhim?



Bonolo:What?No!

Kagiso:thenwhywon'tyouanswerhiscalls?

AnsweritBonolo.

Bonololookedathimandswallowedbeforesliding

answeringthecallandputitonloudspeaker.

Bonolo:Odirile?

Odirile:Ohhey..howareareyou?

Bonolo:I'mgood.You?

Odirile:I'mgood.LookIwantedtoaskyou

something.

Bonolo:cantitwait.I'mdrivingandI'mwithmy

boyfriend.

Odirile:(hurt)oh..uhm..ohk..I'llcallyoulaterthen.

Bye.

Bonolo:Bye.



Shehangupandbreathedoutlookingathimand

lookedbackattheroad.Afterawhilesheparkedat

hisgateandhepickedhisbelongingswithouta

wordandgotoutclosingthedoor.Shesighed

lookingathiscomingtohersideandsheslidthe

windowdownandtheykissed.

Kagiso:nexttimedonthesitatetoanswercalls

infrontofme.Igetjealousandthinktheworstif

youdont.

Bonolo:ohk..Iloveyou.

Kagiso:Iloveyoutoo.

TheykissedagainwhenVeronicasteppedoutof

thehouseandheldherhipslookingatthemand

smiled.

Veronica:Yeeifotseklena!Notonmygate.



Theybrokethekissandlaughedlookingather

smilingbythedoorwayholdingherhips.Bonolo

raisedherhandwavingatherandshewavedback

beforeKagisosteppedbackandshedrovehome.

Kagisosighedbitinghislipandwalkedintheyard

andhuggedhismotherandtheywalkedinside.

AtBreezes

Sagitiedtheplasticandpulleditoutofthehouse

andputitinthedustbin.Shesighedrubbingthe

sweatoffherforeheadandwalkedbackrubbingher

bump.Shewalkedtothekitchenandcheckedher

potssmilingandtookacookingspoontasting

beforesmilingimpressed.Sheputthespoondown

andtookoutthetablebowlspouringeverydifferent

dishineachbeforetakingthemtothedinnertable

packingthemnicely.Shewentbacktogettheother

onesandabottleofwineforBreezeandherjuice

puttingthemnicelyonthetable.Shewentbackto

thekitchenandwashedthepotsshewasusingand



putthembackthenwentupstairs.

ShewalkedintothemainbedroomfindingBreeze

stillsleepingshirtlessandshookherheadtaking

offherdresswalkingtothebathroom.

MeanwhileBreezestretchedhishandtoherside

andfounditempty.Heraisedhisheadlooking

aroundbutshewasn'tiinthere.Heheardher

hummingfromtheinsuitandyawnedgrabbinghis

phonelookingatthetime,itwas17h00.Hesbeen

outformorethan9hours.Hefrownedputtingthe

phonedownandgotoffthebedwalkingtothe

bathroom.Heleanedbythedoorrubbinghiseyes

andlookedathersittinginthebubblebathsmiling

athimandhesmiledback.

Sagi:(smiling)hellowsleepyhead.

Breeze:Heyyou..Howareyoutwo?

Sagi:Wearedoingjustfine.You?Headache?

Anything?Hangover?

Breeze:nop..Ididn'tdrinkthatmuch.Ijustdidn't



havemuchsleepacoupleoffewday.That'swhyI

sleptsolong.

Sagi:Ipreparedfooddownstairsbutfirstyouhave

totakeabath.Ain'tnowayyourtouchingmyfood

beforebathing.

Breeze:letmegocleanupfirst.I'msurewemadea

mess.

Sagi:youdid.Icleaneddontworrycomehere.

Breeze:youwhat?Babyyouneedtotakeiteasy

ohk.Yourpregnant.Don'tweighyourselfthis

much.Icouldhavedonethat.Andthatbabyis

growingalotmorefastthanwehadpossibly

imaginedsobecareful.Dooverworkyourself.Ever

!

Sagi:Wellit'sdone.Comehere.

Breeze:SagiI'mserious.

Sagi:ohk..Iwon'toverworkmyself.Ipromise.

Hesighedtakingoffhisclothesandgotinthe

bathtubwithherandshelayedonhischest.Heput



hishandsonherbumpandsheputhersontopof

hiswhenthebabykicked.Theybothscoffed

smilinguncontrollablyasthebabycontinued

kickingandfinallystopped.

Breeze:Icantwaitforitsarrival.Ihopeit'saboy.

Sagi:Agirl.

Breeze:Boy.

Sagi:Agirl.It'sagirl.

Breeze:Fine..agirl.

Theybothlaughedandsighedsittingback.Aftera

whiletheygotoutandwenttobrushtheirteeththen

wenttogetdressedbeforegoingdownstairs.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Janesatonthecouchrubbingherbumpwatching



TVwithasandwichintheotherhand.Shelaughed

lookingatthecomedywhenJackwalked

downstairsandsatoppositeher.Shedidn'tpay

muchattentiontohimandcontinuedeatingwhile

watchingthecomedylaughin.Jacksighedpicking

theremoteandswitchedtheTVoff.Jane'ssmile

slowlydroppedandsherolledhereyessighing

lookingathim.

Jane:What?

Jack:Whenarewegoingtotalkaboutwhat

happenedatthewedding?

Jane:Sometimenotnow..Iwaswatching

somethingreallyentertainingswitchtheTVbackon

.Youtooksomeonethatentertainsmeawayso

pleasedontgetonmyworstsidebeforeIspit

somethingthatcouldhurtmorethanyoucould

possiblyimagine.TurntheTVon.

Jack:JaneIfoundyouandmybrotherkissing.

Yourhandswrappedaroundhisneckwhilehiswere

scanningyourbody,howdoyouexpectmetokeep



quietandpretendlikenothinghappened?

Jane:Stopworryingyourselfwithsomethingyou'll

nevergettheanswerstoo.Lifehasmovedonand

yourstillholdingtighttosomethingthathappened

amonthago.GrowupJack!Growupmarn!

Sheputthesandwichbackintheplateandstood

upslidingherfeetintoherslippersandwent

upstairsholdingherbump.Jackswallowedlooking

atherwalkawayandsighedtakingouthisphone

callingRose.Shetoohasn'tspoketohimsincethe

dayofherwedding.She'sbeenignoringhiscall

anddoesn'tevenwantanythingtodowithhim.He

cutthecallandleanedbackputtinghishandson

hisfacelettingitallin.

IntheBoat.

Gailwalkedoutoftheroomtyingtheropeandwent

tostandonthebalconylookingovertheocean.



Beingherehasbeenreallyrelaxingwithnothingto

botherher.Thoughshemissedbeingaroundher

crazysisterwifeandBreeze.Actuallyshemissed

allthedrama.ShesmiledpicturingSagipregnant

inhermindandhowherhormonesarecombining

withhernaturalbehavior.Surelythistimeher

mentalissueisonitstoplevel.Shehadmissed

beinginhermansarms,feelinghisarmswrap

aroundherandhiswarmth.Hearingthose'Ilove

you's'attheendofeveryconversationmakingher

feellovedandvaluedtothelast.Hiskisses.

Achefbroughtherfoodandputthemonthetable

andshesighedwalkingoverpouringherselfsome

wineandsatdownenjoyinghermeal.Hermind

wasmade,shewantedherjoyback.Herfamily.

SagiandBreeze.

AtRose'shouse.

Mxolisidrovethroughthegateandparkedinthe

garageandsighed.Helookedathiswristwatch



andpickedhisbriefandhisphonethensteppedout

ofthecarlockingit.Heusedthegaragedoorand

walkedinthehousewhenanamazingsmellhithis

nostrils.Hewalkedtothelivingroomandput

everythingonthecouchincludinghisjacketbefore

walkingtothediningroomandfoundfoodonthe

table.Rosewalkeddownthestairsinherfloral

dressandsmiledathimwhenhesmiledbackand

theysatdown.

Rose:Hi.

Mxolisi:Hi..

Rose:Howwasyoudayatwork?

Mxolisi:itwastiringasalways.Dealingwith

arrogantclientsisnotsomethingonecansaythey

enjoydoing.Yours?

Rose:Minewasjustmineinmyownworld.Fine.

Helookedatherandcouldn'thelpbutsmile.They

bothstarteddishingforthemselvesanddagin.The



waytheyweresodeliciousyou'dswearitwasn'ther

firsttime.Hewasalsoalwaysexcitedtocome

hometodiscovernewdishesheneverhadbefore.

Theywerereallygood.Afterawhile..theyfinished

eatingandstoodupclearingthetable.Mxolisi

pulledhisshirtandstartedwashingthedishesas

shestoodbywithanotherdishclothanddriedthem.

Shepickedaplatefromthesinkdryingitwhenall

ofasuddencoldwrappedaroundherbodyasshe

gotchillyandtrembledandtheplateslidfromher

handsbreakingonthefloor.Mxolisiquicklyturned

lookingatherassheshiveredandslowlyclosed

hereyeswhenhecoughtherbeforeshecouldhit

theground.Herwholebodywassowarmbutshe

wasshiveringwithherteethclickingagainsteach

other.Hisheartpoundedsohardholdingherinhis

armslookingather.

Mxolisi:Rose..Rose?Hey..Comeon..Rose?!

Heswallowedbeforepickingherupandwenttothe



livingroom.Hebalancedherwithhisthighpicking

thecarkeysandheldherrushingtothegarage.He

gotherintothecarandbuckledherbeforepressing

theremoteforthegarageandthegate.Hegotto

hissideandbeforethegaragedoorcouldfinally

openfullyhesteppedontheacceleratorreversing

anddroveoutpressingthekeysandtheyclosedas

hespedtothehospital.
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AtTheHospital.

MxolisisatbyRoseholdingherhandasthedoctor

checkedhereyesandherheartrateandallthose.

HesighedlookingatMxolisibeforeopeninga

brownenvelopenarrowinghiseyesandshookhis

headlookingatRose.

Mxolisi:Whatisitdoc?Iseverythingalrightwith

her?

Doctor:WellMrMeleka.UnfortunatelyIcantgive

youanything.Weranmultipletestjusttobesure

andwegetthesameresults.Yourwifeseems

perfectlyhealthyandfine.Wecouldn'tfind

anythingwrongwithher.



Mxolisi:Buthow?Shewasliterallyshaking.Are

yousureitsnotET?

Doctor:Fortunatelyit'snotETsir.Sheisperfectly

fineandIdontseewhyweshouldkeepherhere.I'll

bedischargingher.

Mxolisilookedathimandclickedhistonguebefore

lookingatRosewhohasbeenlookingattheceiling

forquiteawhilenow.ShesighedlookingatMxolisi

.

Rose:Youdidn'tcallthemright?

Mxolisi:Yourparents?

Rose:Yes.

Mxolisi:Yousaidyouwantedtocuttieswiththem

soIdidn'tseewhyIshouldthoughIwantedtoo.I

reallydontunderstandwhyyou'dwishtodistance

yourselffromyourownparentsthough.

Rose:IjustneedabreakfromtheLyondrama.If

dadinnotonmyneckthentheirfightingone



anotherincludinguncleBreezeandauntSagi.Their

justalotformetohandle.

Mxolisi:Soinotherwordsyourrunningawayfrom

yourownfamilyshadow?Whichishighly

impossiblecourseevenifitdoesn'tcomedirectlyin

will,onewayoranotherindirectly.

Rose:I'mnotrunningaway.Ijustwantthewhole

thingtopass.It'sjustalotformetohandleplus

thefactthatI'mmarried.

Mxolisi:mmhhh!

Hehelpedheroffthebedandgotdownhelpingher

wearhershoes.Hestooduptakingthecarkeyson

thetableandheldherhandandtheywalkedout.

Thenextday.

Earlyinthemorning.Withheadphonesonplaying

loudmusicinhisgymwear,Breezejoggedonthe

treadmillassweatdrippedoffhimliketheyjust



pouredwateralloverhim.Hepressedthebutton

slowingthepaceuntilitstoppedthenhegotoff

reachingforhatowel.Hetookouthisphoneand

stoppedthemusicandtooktheheadphones

headingtotheirroom.

MeanwhileOdirileputthepinonthedoorandit

unlocked.Hegotinandwalkedstraighttowards

thefridgewithhismindgluedtoBonolo.Thisdays

sheseemedoccupiedeverychancehegetstowant

tomeetupwithhernorlittletotalktoheroverthe

phone.Hetookoutsandwichingredientsand

madehimselfasandwichandatewithoutputting

everythingbackwhereitshouldbe.Hetookouta

juicejarandputitonthecounterbeforetakingout

aglassandpouredhimselfjuice,stilldidn'tputit

backinthefridge.

Afterawhile,Sagiwalkeddownthestairs

balancingherselfonthewallandbreathedout.

Thisbumpwasgettingbiggerandbiggerfora

persononher3rdmonth.Shelookedlikeshewas

onher5thmonth.Sherubbedherforeheadwhen

hereyeslandedonthecounterinthekitchen.



Sagi:Breeze...!

ShewalkedoverandfrownedlookingatOdirile

leaningonthecounterdrinkingjuicewitha

cucumberinhishand.Shebitherlipandrushed

overgrabbingtheglassinhishand.

Sagi:Whatthehelldoyouthinkyourdoing?

Odirile:IthoughtIhadachancebabe.Youknow

forasecondIthoughtshewasmine.Butshe'snot.

Sagi:Who?Packeverythingback!Thisisnota

foodhub.Whoisthat?Startcleaning.

Odirilelazilystoodupandstartedputting

everythingback.

Odirile:RememberthegirlIwaswiththeotherday

whenwemetatthestore?



Sagi:Bonolo?

Odirile:yeahyena.!

Sagi:yeahIrememberher.Whatdidshedo?

Odirile:Youseethisgirlmysisterisadarling.She

makesmelaughandmakesmefeelthingsIhaven't

feltinyearssincemygirlfriendpassedon.Shehas

thisbeautifulsmilejustlikeyoursthatmakesme

wanttobowdownandkisshertoes.Flopisthat

she'sgotaboyfriend.Andthisguyisalways

aroundhimandIcanthelpitbut..ithurts.I'mhurt.

Nowidontgettotalktoherfreelyandfulltime.

Shedoesn'tanswermycallssometimes.Andon

theotherhand..yourhusbandsaidIshouldn'ttrack

hercoursethat'llbestalking.Soyeah..inother

wordsI'mstuckinthemiddleofhurtandhappy.

Hewipedthecounterandtookoutacupmaking

Sagiacupofteaandputitinfrontofher.

Sagi:Isitlustoryoutrulyareintoher?



Odirile:LookatmeSagi..lookatme.I'venever

beenseriouswithanyone'sdaughteraftermygirl

andnowher.Ifeellikeshe'samissingpartthat

hasbeenmissing.

Sagi:Well..gogetyourgirl.Ifyoutrulyloveher

thengogether.Followyourinstincts.Ifyour

interestinheryouneedtoshowherandthatyou'd

makeagoodboyfriend.Trytellingherhowyoufeel

.Thenleavetheresttohertomakeherdecision

andtakethenextmovetowhethersheleavesher

boyfriendorsherunstoyousoyoucouldbothhave

aromanticrelationship.

Odirile:ButwhatifItellherandsheshutsmeoff.

Ignoresmeforever.

Sagi:thentheleastyoucandoisrespecther

decisionbabe.

Odirile:But..

Sagi:NoOdirile.Youcantforceherintothis.Just

tellthegirlhowyoufeelandlethertakethewheel.



Breezewalkeddownthestairsandpickedhiscar

keysonthetablewalkingtowardsSagi.Heputhis

handonherbumpandkissedherbeforebumping

shoulderswithOdirile.

Breeze:Yougood?

Odirile:nowthatIspoketomygirl..hellyeah.

Breeze:thenIguessweshouldgetgoing.BabeI'll

seeyoulater.

Sagi:youbesafealright?

Breeze:Ipromise.Iloveyou.

Sagi:Iloveyoutoo.

Odirilelookedatthemastheykissedwhenhe

smiledandwaitedforBreezetostepback.

Odirile:Iloveyoubabe.

Sagi:(smiling)Iloveyoutoobabe.



Hewalkedoverholdinginhislaughterandleaned

overforakisswhenBreezepulledhimbytheback

ofhisneckandtheyalllaughedastheywalkedout.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Janelookedatherselfonthemirrorandsighedas

mostofherdressesdidn'tfither.Shelookedatthe

messshemadeandtookofftheoneshewas

wearingandsatonthebed.Shetookherphone

andwentthroughhergallerylookingatpictures

whenshecameacrosstheoneJackshotwithher

andBreezesittingonthegardenchairs,morelike

anunexpectedpic.Beforeallthefeelinganddrama

started.Wheneverythingbetweenthemwasjust

normal,likebrotherandsister.Butthenallthathas

passedandlookingatthispic,they'dmakea

perfectcouple.Theylooksogoodtogetherand

theybothdeserveeachother.Shehastogogether

man.



Shesmiledandstooduppickingafloraldressand

worehersleepers.Shetookhercarkeysandphone

andrushedout.

Onherwaydown..Jacksatdownaroundthetable

havingbreakfastaloneinhissuitreadyforwork.

Hespottedherrushoutwithoutsayingevenaslittle

asagoodmorning.Hewashopingnowthatitwasa

newday,they'dsitdownandtalkthisthroughbut

clearlyhewaswrong.Heswallowedshakinghis

headandevenlostappetitewhenhethrewthefork

intheplateandstoodup.Hetookhisbriefandcar

keysthenleft.

BackatBreeze's.

Thirtyminslater.Janedrovethroughtheyardand

parkedontheparkinglotbeforecheckingherselfon

themirrorandsmiledsteppingout.Shewalked

towardsthedoorfixingherhairandsmiledbefore

presidentthebell.



InsideSagifrownedlookingatthedoorcalculating

thestepsshewouldtaketowardsitandhowlong

plusenergyitwouldtakehertogetthere.She

continuedeatingwhenthebellrangagainbutstill

sheglancedatthedoorandcontinuedeating.It

rangagainandshehitthetablegettingoffthechair

andslowlywalkedover.Sheopenedthedoorwith

aseriousfacewhenshecamebumptobumpwith

Jane.Shelookedatherbumpthatwaspointingat

hersandlookedatherfeelinglikestranglingherat

thispoint.

Jane:Hi..isBreezearound.

Sagi:howdoyoufeelsleepingwithyouhusbands

brother?Littlebotherontopofthat?

Janeswallowedlookingatherandrubbedher

bumplookingbehindher.Sagisangerbrewedas

sheignoredherandkeptstretchingherneck

lookingbehindher.Shebitherlipandroughly

pushedherbackwithherbumpandclosedthedoor



asshetrembledbackandfinallygainedbalance

lookingather.Sagiheldherhipswithaneutral

facelookingatJanewholookedatherwithanger.

Sagi:Karehowdoyoufeelmma?Kanaoavoida

nna?

Jane:SagiI'mnothereforyouandyourtantrums.

I'mheretoseeBreeze.Sostayoutofmyway

please.

Sagi:Haiiwena!Yourinmypropertyfirstofalland

youaskingformymanontopofthat!Skabatlago

ntenannakamakgakgaagagonnanyana!O

batlangmonnengwame?

Jane:KarestayoutofmywaySagi!

Sagi:(smiling)KanaketlogobetsaJane.Andtrust

meIdontwannahurtthatbabyyourcaringbutyour

pushingmetotheedgenow.Whatareyoulooking

forBreeze?

Jane:I'mnottalkingtoyouaboutthis.Stayinyour

laneandfocusonyourmentalhealthissue.Ifyou



werestableupinthereBreezewouldn'thave

cheatedoratleastlearnedhowtocontrolthat

angerofyours.Butsinceyoucanbabygirl..sit

backandwatchandlearnhowto-

Ahotslaplandedonhercheekbeforeshecan

finishhersentence.Sheheldhercheeklookingat

Sagibeforereturningit.

Sagiheldhercheekandsmiled.

Sagi:youhitmebitch!

Jane:(angry)Idid...andjustsoyoushouldknow

whyIwashere..itsbecauseI'mcarryingBreeze's

firstheir.AndIwanthi-

Justrightthere.Sagipulledherbyherheadand

smashedheronthedoorandshelandedonthe

floorscreaminginpain.Likeitwasn'tenough,she

grabbedahandfullofherhairandpulledtohercar

andagainsmashedherheadonthewindowasshe



screamedagaininpainbleeding.Shepulled

anotherhandfullfromthebackofherheadandhit

herforeheadfourtimesonthedoorbeforehitting

herhardandletgoleavingbloodonthecarasshe

screamed.Shebitherliplookingatherasshe

criedonthegroundholdingherbleedingforehead

andkickedherontheneckandshefellonherside

protectingherbump.

Sagi:A-youdon'ttouchme.NotwhenI'mpregnant,

I'llkillyouwhencomingtomybaby.I'mmean

literallykillyouJane.Nx!

Shepulledherdressandwalkedbackintothe

houseclosingthedoorbehindherleavingJaneon

thegroundcryinginpain.Afterawhileavery

strongpainhitherbelowherabdomenwhenshe

frownedscreaming.Sheheldherbumpbreathing

incryingandbalancedherselfwiththecarstanding

andopenedthedoor.Shemovedtheglassesand

gotinscreamingandstartedthecarasithithard



thistime.Sheclenchedherjawsasthebloodmade

it'swaytohereyesandshequicklyrubbeditand

droveoutcryinginpain.
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InJane'scar.



Janepulledmoretissuesfromtheboxandput

themonherforeheadcryingasshemadeherway

tothehospital.Shewipedherselfonemoretime

beforepullingherphoneanddialedBreeze.Atfirst

itwentunansweredthenfinallyhepicked.

Breeze:YouknowwhatJane.Ithinkit'sabout

damntimeIgetarestrainingorderagainstyou

courseyoucantstayawayfrommesinceIcant

pushyouhardenough.IwoulddoitmywaybutI

cantsinceyourmybrotherswife.

Jane:Thatgoestoyourwifetoo.ListenwhenIget

tothehospitalI'mcallingthepoliceandI'mopening

acaseagainsther.Idontevenknowwhyyourstill

withthiscrazywoman.Shenotrightforyou.

Tonightshe'sgoingtosleepinajailcell.Nx!

Shehangupbeforehecouldanswerasshegota

littlebitweak.Shetookmoretissuesandapplied

pressureonherforeheadasshemadeaturninto



thehospitalandwenttoparkontheparkinglot.

Shesteppedoutholdingherphoneandcarkeys

withherdresscoverdinbloodandshutthedoor.A

nursewhowasonlunchnoticedherandrushed

overtoherandhelpedherinside.

AtClub808.

OutsideBreezetookthephoneoffhisearwitha

frownandtriedtocallheragainbutitdidn'tgo

through.Hetriedmoretimesbutstill.Heshookhis

headdialingSagiwhenitalsowentansweredfora

whileuntilshepicked.

Sagi:Heybaby.

Breeze:Hìi..whatwhatareyoudoing?

Sagi:Nothing..I'mlayingonthecouchhavingfish

fingerswithpeanutbutterandtomatosauce.Its

reallydelicious.Why?

Breeze:(frown)Fishfingerswithpeanutbutterand



tomatosauce?Sagiwhatareyoufeedingmybaby?

Thosethingsdontevengetalong.WasJanethere?

Sagi:Yeah.

Breeze:Whathappened?

Sagi:Wejusthadalittlebitofachat.Agirltalk.

DontaskmewhyandhowIhandleitcourseits

betweenherandI.AndIhandleditjustfine.

Thewayshewassocalmoverthephone,iswear

you'dfallforit.Hesighedashisheartstarted

racingandhesmiledhangingupandopenedthe

cardoorjustasOdirilesteppedout.

Odirile:Andthen?Whereareyougoing?Those

manareheresoyoucouldseehowtheyperformso

theycanstartdancingtonight.

Breeze:Wellmyfriend.Ihaveanissuetohandle.A

bigonemorethantowatchMalestrippers.You

cameupwiththeidea,I'msureyoucanhandleit

justfinewithoutme.Cheers!



Odirile:Wearegoingtomakealotmoneymanout

ofthis!

Breezescoffedbeforegettinginthecaranddrove

off.Odirilesighedtakinghisphoneoutofhis

pocketandwenttothedialloglookinghesitatingto

callBonolo.Heclenchedhisjawsandswitchedit

offputtingitbackandwalkedinside.

Insidemanofdifferentsexysizesandcolorssaton

thestageshirtlesschattingandwhenOdirilewalked

overtheygavehimtheirattention.

Odirile:Sorryguys.Bigguywontbeabletojoinus

hesgotanemergencytoattend,sowe'llhaveto

takeitonourown.Rememberyoubeinghereisnot

onlyaboutdancingandtakingyourclothesofffor

theladies.It'saboutmakingthemhappy.Some

comeheretogetawayfromtheirdailyroutines,

theirhusbands,andwhentheygetofffromwork,

theywanttorelaxandhavefunspendingtheirhard

earnedmoney.Isawhowyouguysarenotonly



greatdancersbutwithskillsandyourscalescome

withbettermoney.Anotherthingisyouneedto

alsorememberthatyouneedthewholepackage,

forgetaboutanunhealthyrivalry.It'snotonlyabout

thebody,thepersonalityisjustasimportant.You'll

havetoengagewiththeviewersandtheindividuals.

Youwillbecomewellknownbytheendofthenight

,recommendedandnotonlywillyournamebe

passedon,Youwillgetmoreclientsandgain

yourselfmoretipswhichisabigpartofyoubeinga

Malestripper.

Theyclappedhandastheywhistledandheshook

hisheadraisinghishand.

Odirile:Andremember..sleepingwithclientsisoff

thetableman.

All:(laughed)butwhynot?

Odirile:itssimple..ifyouwantthemtocomeback

orrecommendyou,setsomeboundaries,limits

anddontevercrosstheline.Youneedtobe



professionalguys.Kanayouguyswillbemorelike

artists.Comeongents.Itscertainlynotapieceof

cake.

Theyalllaughedastheygotupandoneofthem

remainedonthestagestretchinghishandsand

walkedbackthencamebackstartingtheroutine.

AtBreezes.

Breezedroveintotheyardandparkedhiscar

steppingoutwhenhesawglassesontheground.

Helookedaroundandputhishandsinthepockets

beforewalkingintothehouse.

Heclosedthedoorbehindhimandwalkedtothe

livingroomfindingSagipeacefullysleepingwitha

peanutbutteronherbumpandaplateoffish

fingerswithtomatosourceonherchestwiththeTV

on.HetooktheremoteandswitchedofftheTV

thenmovedeverythingfromhertakingthemtothe



kitchen.Hecamebackandpickedherlegssitting

downputtingthemonhislapsbeforegentlywaking

her.

Sagi:(yawning)yourback?

Breeze:yess..andIthinkyoumighthaveliedtome

.Whatarethoseglassesdoingoutside?Thought

youguyshadadecentchat?

Sagi:Wedid..andshepushedmerightwhereit

hurts.BecouseIcanthandlethepainIlasheditout

onher.

Breeze:Butbabyweagreednoviolence!That

personispregnantan-

Sagi:DontworryIwascareful!Iwouldn'thurta

baby.(sarcastic)Yourbabyisfine!

Shepulledherlegsoffhimandstoodupashis

mouthdropped.Herubbedhisheadbefore

standingandfollowedhertothekitchen.



Breeze:Ithoughtwetalkedaboutthis.Chances

aretherebaby.

Sagi:ChancesBreeze!That'soneofyourproblems!

Youliketakingchances!

Breeze:Sagi-

Sagi:No..I'mnotfinewithit!Ithurts.IthoughtI

couldhandleitbutIcant,itsjusttoomuch.Every

timeIseeher,IjustwanttoseeherfaceasI

strangleherrunningoutofbreathinmybarehands.

Andnowthatbaby-(teary)Ihavenothingagainstit

andIhavenointentionsofhurtingitbutbythetime

itgetstothisplanet..heorshe'llbeaconstant

reminderandIwontbeabletolivewiththat.

UnlessifitwasGail's.Todayshekeptonpoking

me,remindingmeeverythingItriedtoburybehind

me.IdontthinkherandIwillevergetalonglikewe

usedto.I'msorrybabe..Icant.Keepheraway

frommeorI'llkillherthistime.Andmeanit.

Meanwhile..outsideapolicevandroveintotheyard

andtwopoliceofficersstepped.Theybothlooked



aroundandshooktheirheads.

Officer1:I'vebeenherebeforejustthatlasttimewe

werehereforthehusband.

Officer2:Idontunderstandrichpeople.Theyhave

moneybutinsteadofseparatingandgoseparate

waysthey'dratherfightlikecats.60%ofpeoplein

jailarerichwithnailsandareabletoafford

anythingtheywantyetyou'dwonderwhycouldn't

theystayawayfromUnlawfulactsandenjoytheir

lives.

Theylookedattheglassesonthegroundand

lookedatoneanotherbeforegoingtothedoorand

pressedthebell.

MeanwhileBreezerubbedhishandstogetheronthe

counterasSagidrankwaterwhenthebellrangand

theylookedatoneanother.Sagisheartpounded

sohardonherchestandtheglassslippedputof

herhandbrokeofthefloor.Breezerushedtoher

pullingherintoahug.



Sagi:(crying)IcantsleepinjailBreeze.Pleasehelp

me.

Breeze:itsohkbabe..I'llhandlethis.

Sagi:I'msorry..I'mreallysorry.Pleasedontletthem

takeme.I'mpregnant.

Breezepulledouthisphonefromthepocketdialing

Janebutitwentstraighttovoicemail.Sagilooked

athimintearsandrubbedthemgatheringherself.

Sheknewwhatshewasdoingandshehadtoface

theconsequences.Shesignedwithabeatingheart

holdingBreezeshandpullinghimtothedoorand

opened.

Officer:MrsSagiLyon?

Sagi:Yess.That'sme.

Officer:Youunderarrestforassaultingapre-hold

on..yourpregnanttoo?



Officer2:Kanaremmerekongmonna,stopthe

questionsandlet'stakethiswoman.Mamyour

underarrestforassaultingapregnantwomen.

Everythingyousayordowillbeusedagainstyouin

thecourtoflaw.

Breeze:Ohkholdonwiththesaysanddo'sletme

talktoJane.ThisisafamilymatterandI'msurewe

canfixitwithoutincludingthepolice.

Officer2:Sirwearedoingourjobandifyoustayin

ourwayorgoagainstitwearealsoorderedtolock

youintooandyou'llbechargedwi-

Sagi:noneedforallofthat.I'llgo.(ToBreeze)just

promiseyou'llnotletusspendmorethan30daysin

prisonbabynor7.Please.

Sheleanedinkissinghimastheofficersstood

therewatching.Shebrokethekissandsmiled

turningaroundandtheycuffedherescortingherto

thecarbeforedrivingout.Breezeseyeswelledup

intearsashisheartachedwithangerandpain.He

clenchedhisjawsandtookouthisphonedialing



Stone.

Stone:Boss!Icanexplain.Sheforcedme!Ihad

nochoice!

Breeze:(frowned)What?

Stone:itwasmonthsbackandItriedtotellherthat

Idontwanttogetinvolvedandsheblackmailedme.

I'mreallysorry.

Breeze:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Whoforced

youtowhat?

Stone:uhm..Iuhm..nothingboss.Nooneforced

metodoanything.Iwasjustplayingyou,wanted

toseehowyou'dreact.

Breeze:Betternotbelying.ButnowIneedyour

help.Lastweekmylawyerpassedawayandnow

there'sanemergencyuponme.Ineedabest

lawyertogetmywifeoutofprison.

Stone:IthinkIhaveoneinmind.Someoneso

professionalandknowswhattheydoincourt.

Someonewhobreatheslawsbuthecostsalot.



Breeze:Moneyisnotaproblem.Sendmehis

detailsandsetupameeting.

Stone:onit.

Breezewalkedinsideandwenttotakehiscarkeys

whenhisphonenotifiedhim.Hetookitoutand

openedhisemailslookingforcontactandbothered

lesstolookatthenamesavingthem.Heclosedthe

doorandjoggedtohiscar,gotinanddroveoff.

AtClub808.

Odirilesatonthebarastheguysrehearsed.He

clappedhandsasSagiswordsgotinhishead.He

sighedpullingabottleofwhiskeyandpoured

himselfaglassandgulpeditatago.Hepoured

anotheroneandtookouthisphone.Heclearedhis

thoughtbeforedialingBonolo.

AtBonolo'shouse.



Bonolo'slayedonherbackreadinganovelonher

bedwhenherphonerangbyherside.Shesighed

foldingthepageshewasreadingandrolledlaying

onherstomachandpickedthephone.

Bonolo:heyRile?

Odirile:Wow!Anickname,Ilikeit.Howareyou?

Bonolo:I'mgood.You?

Odirile:I'llbegoodifyougivemeonevalidreason

whyyourignoringme?

Bonolo:I'mnotignoringyou.Justthat..everytime

youcall,I'maroundmyboyfriend.

Odirile:SoareyousayingIgotabadtimingof

checkinguponyou?

Bonolo:Yeah.AndalwaysIhavetocomeupwith

liesthatyourmyfriendfromwhereIusedtolive

andthingslikethat.AndihatelyingtohimcourseI

lovehim.



Odirile:Whataboutme?

Bonolo:(swallowed)Whataboutyou?

Odirile:Doyouloveme?

Herheartbeatracedaswordsstuckinhermouth

notknowinghowtoreplyhim.Thisguywastotally

charmingbutsodidKagiso.Theybothhadtheir

waysofmakingherhappy.Odirilemakesherlaugh

andliveinthemomentmakingtheworldaroundher

nottoexistwhileKagisomakesherfeellikeshe's

theonlygirlintheworldencouragesherandhelps

herbygivingherfullsupportingeverything.Outof

alltheyallmakeherhappy.Shedidn'twanttohurt

himandloosehimbutalsodidn'twanttomixthem

courseitneverendswell.Sheenjoyshiscompany

andhisattentionandshealsodidn'twanttolose

that.

Bonolo:butIhardlyknowyou.It'shardtotellif

whetherIloveyouornot.



Odirile:Thengivemeachance.Achancetoprove

myselftoyou.Iknowyouhaveaboyfriendbut

pleasegiveusashot.I'mreallyintoyouandIcant

helpbutwondermore,justgivemeachancetolove

youandgiveyourselfthechancetolovemeandI

swearyou'llneverlivetoregretit.Icantpromiseto

bethebestpartnerinthewholewideworldcourseI

knowit'spartofarelationshiptogrowtohave

fightsbutIcanpromisetoneverlive,I'llalwaysbe

byyou.I'vefallendeepandIloveyouBonolo.I

loveyou.Icantthinkofanythingelsethisday

becouseofyou.Ikeepaskingadviceswhichis

somethingIneverdocourseusuallyI'mtheone

theycometoforadvicesbutbecauseI'meven

scaredabittocomeouttoyouIdo.Youralways

onmymindandmytongue.Myfriendiseventired

ofhearingmecalloutyourname.Youmakemedo

crazythingsBonoloandI'mtalkingaboutabnormal

things..

Bonolo:(giggles)

Odirile:(smiling)onaseriousnoteNolo.Iloveyou

andIwantyou.Iwantnoonebutyou.Idontcare



ifyouhaveaboyfriendbutjustknowIwantnoone

butyouandI'llwaitforaslongasIcantobewith

you.

Hesighedasshelistenedandhehangupputtinga

weighonherheart.Sheswallowedrollingback

lookinguptheceilingashermindspanaroundwith

clutchingfeelings.Thiswasgoingtobehardthan

shethought.

AtKagiso's.

Kagisowalkedintotheyardholdingalivechicken

ashismothersatunderatreecuttinghernails.She

knewverywellthathissonalwayshadathingwith

chickenssoshestoppedcuttinghernailsand

watchedhimashewalkedtothesideandputthe

poorchickeninanemptydustbinandwipedhis

facewithhisshirt.



Veronica:heiivoetsekwena!

Kagisoturnedlookingatherandlaughed.

Veronica:yourgoingtoslaughterthatchickenthe

leastyoucandoishonouritbeforeitsdeath.Who

onearthputachickeninadustbin.Takethatpoor

chickenout.

Kagiso:butmama-

Veronica:butmamawhat?Putthatpoorchicken

inthathugebirdcageyouoncemade.It'llfitinjust

fineinthere.Heban!

Hesighedtakingoutthechickenandwenttoputit

inthebirdcageandsheshookherheadthen

continuedcuttinghernails.Afterheputittherehe

wenttowashhishandsonatapandgotinside

takingouthisbookssittingonthechairandstarted

reading.Hewasreallycommittedtothis.



AttheLyonsMansion.

Breezeracedintotheyardandhitthebreakwhen

thewheelsscratchedonthegroundleavingmarks.

Hesteppedoutjoggingintoastheguardsand

gardenerslookedhimwonderingwhatwaswrong.

HebustedintothehousewhenDineosawhimand

rushedoverwithapoundingheart.

Dineo:MrLyon.

Breeze:Whereisthatbitchthatcallsherselfthe

ladyofthehouse.

Dineo:uhm..MrsLyonisnothereyetbutMrMr

Lyonjustreturnedfromwor-

Voice:Whatthehellareyoudoinginmyhouse?!

BreezesmirkedandturnedlookingatJackashe

gotoffthestairswithhishugebellyincasual.



Jack:Isaidwhatareyoudoingmyhouse?

OutsideJaneparkedhercarlookingatBreezesand

smiledlookingatthedoor.Maybehewashereto

sweettalkhertodroppingthechargesbutshe

wasn'tabouttodothatwithoutatasteofthatdick.

Shesmiledsteppingoutandclosedthedooras

everyoneturnedlookingatherwithabandage

aroundherhead.Shecleardherthroatwithasmile

walkinginandfrownedtoBreezeandJacklooking

likeboxersreadyforafight.AssoonasBreeze

sawherherushedoverandpulledherbyherneck

withonehandandpinnedheragainstthewall

blockingherairway.Herbagfellofffromhergrip

slappinghishandoffwhenJackrushedoverin

angerandpulledhimawayandshecoughedfalling

onherkneescryinggaspingforair.

JackthrewapunchatBreezeandhereturnedit.

Breezepulledhimbyhisneckandheadedhimon

hisnosewhenhelostbalanceandstumbledback

hittingaflowerverseanditfell.



Breeze:Itoldyoutostayawayfromme!More

especiallyher!Yourpregnantforchristsake.Ifyou

dontcareaboutyourlifetheleastyoucoulddois

thinkaboutthatbabyyourcarrying!

Jane:(crying)that'swhatI'mdoing!Ithinkforthe

baby!

Breeze:Whatthehellwereyoudoingatmyhouse

inthefirstplace?Whatwereyouexpecting?A

warmwelcomefromSagi?Forhertopopa

champagneatherstage?

Jane:(crying)sheassaultedme!

Breeze:youweredisrespectingherinheryard!

Andnowyouinvolvedthepolice.Yourluckyshe

thoughtofthebabyanddidn'tcrackyourthickskull

foryouandtrustmeshewill.Youhaveabsolutely

noideawhatyoujuststartedcourseshehasmore

cookingforyou.IfIwereyouI'ddropthose

chargescourseprisondrivespeoplecrazy.Imagine

herwhenshegetsoutinherhealthcondition!Why

areyousocareless?Agrownasswomanlikeyou



whoisadoctorshouldknowmorenottomesswith

apersoninhercondition!Whatthehelliswrong

withyou?CantyouseeI'mtryingtoprotectyou?

Jane:(crying)ButBreezeI-

Breeze:No"but's"Jane!Fromnowon...youstay

awayfrommeandmyfamily!Notonceshouldyou

contactmeorcomeanywherenearmeunlessits

important!Yougonnagetyourselfkilledwoman!

Arg!

Hethrewhishandsshakinghisheadinfrustration

andwentout.MeanwhileJackpulledhisshirtout

andrubbingthebloodashisnosebleed

uncontrollably.

Jack:Whatwasthatabout?Courseclearlythere's

moretoallthatandyou'vebeenseeing-

Jane:justshutup.

Jack:noIwontshutupJane!Ano-

Jane:(screaming)Isaidshutup!Justshutup!



Shutup!Idontwannahearyousayaword!Idont

wannaheryouspeakandIdontevenwannahear

youbreath!Idontwannaseeyou!Idontwantto

lookatyou!Idontwanttohearyourheartbeat!

Justshutup!Shutup!

Shestoodupholdingherneckandpickedherbag

cryingandwentupthestairsleavingJackamazed.
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[08/02,13:46]Lynne :Chapter53.

Atthepolicestation.

Breezeparkedhiscarintheparkinglotandstepped

out.Helookedatthepolicebuildingandnotonce

hasheeverthoughthe'dcomebackhereunder

differentcircumstances,especiallyforhiswife,not

again.Hewalkedinthebuildingandwenttothe

tablelookingattheprettywomanonthetable

answeringaphonecall.Shecutthecalllookingat

himandsmiled.

Her:MrLyon.Nicetoseeyouagain.

Breeze:WishIcansaythesame.Ineedtotalkto

thedetectivethat'sholdingmywifescase.She's

pregnantandIneedtoseeher,shecouldbe

hungry.



Her:DetectiveLetsoaloistheoneonthiscase.And

knowingthebeefhehaswithyou,idoubthe'll

allowyoutoseeher.Butletmecallhim.

Hebithislipsteppingbackastheladydidacall.

HetookouthisphoneanddialedStone.

Stone:Hesaystodayhewontbeabletomakeit.

Hiswifeisnotfinesihe'llhavetostayinbut

tomorrowhe'llbeabletomeetupwithyou.

Breeze:WTF!Didn'tyoutellthisguythatIneed

himasinliketoday?Icantletmywifesleepinhere

whilecarryingmychild!TellhimthatIwanthimas

inliketoday!

Hehangupturningaroundasthedetectivewalked

overtohim.Hesighedlookingathissmirkand

rubbedhisface.

Detective:youandyourwifejustcantkeepyour



handstoyourself,canyou?

Breeze:CanIseemywifeplease?

Detective:No!Youcant.Yourwifeassaulteda

pregnantwoman.Sheisfacingaminimum

mandatorysentencerangeofoneyearchargedwith

assaultinthe3rddegreeto5years.

Breeze:Butyouhaven'tchargedheryet!Iwantto

seemywifedetective,she'spregnant!

Detective:sheshouldhavethoughtaboutthat

beforeshelayedherhandonanotherwoman.Your

wifewillappearincourtonMonday.I'lltrywith

everythingIhavetomakesurehercourt

appearanceisbroughtupforward.

Breeze:Dontdothis.She'spregnant.Cantyou

guyshavesomesympathy?!Fineyou'lldowhatyou

sayyou'ddobutnowyouhaven'tyetchargedher

withany-

Detective:sheisguilty.There'snowayweare

lettingheroutofherewithallthestrongevidence

wehaveagainsther.I'msorryman.ButIcantlet

youseeher.Allyoucandoisfindheragood



lawyerthoughIdoubthe'llbeabletoapplyabailfor

hercoursethisisserous.Maybethelawyerwill

helpwiththeimprisonmentsentence.Butsince

youhaveconnectionsinside,Idoubtit'llbehardto

findherasecuritysquadforhersafetyandthe

baby.

HepathisshoulderandturnedAroundleavinghim

feelingpowerless.NowhemissedGailmorethan

ever.Heswallowedapainfullampandturned

aroundleavingthebuilding.Hegotinhiscarand

droveoff

Insideaholdingcell.

Sagilayedonthestinkymattressslowlyrubbing

herbumpcalculatingeverything.Hermindwentall

bloodyassherubbedherbumpwithoutemotions

onherface.Sheheardfootstepsapproachingand

turnedherheadlookingatthepoliceofficer

openingthegateforanotherwomanwhowas



sorrowfullycryingbeggingwithherhandstogether.

Theypushedherinsideandclosedthegatebefore

sheputherhandsbetweenthepolesandthey

uncuffedherasshebegged.

Her:(crying)Please..Ididn'tmeantoo,youhaveto

believeme.Hey!Itwasamistake!

Thepoliceofficerignoredherandwalkedaway

whensheinstantlykeptquietandwipedhertears

rollinghereyes.

Her:Mxm !

Shetookoffherjacketandturnedaroundlookingat

Sagiandsmiledatherbutshedidn'tsmileback.

Shewalkedoverandsatontheothermattresse

lookingatSagi.



Her:hi..I'mDikeledi.

Sagi:Sagi.

Her:Sowhatareyouinherefor?Ohwaitletme

start.IwasonamoneyheistandIaccidentally

shotthewomanthatwassellingintheshop.Now

isincama.IfeltguiltyandpanickedsoIcalledthe

policeandreportedmyselfandanambulance.

Whichisthedumbestthingonecaneverdo.Now

I'mbacktowhereIstarted.

Sagi:Iassaultedapregnantwoman.Hither

againstthedoor,windowandhercaruntilshebled.

Dikeledi:didshedoanythingtooffendyou?

Sagi:yeah..shesaidsomereallyoffensivethings

tomeandthesleptwithmyman.Andnowshe's

pregnantwithhischild

Dikeledi:Shit!Yousoundmorecrazythanme.You

hitapregnantwoman.ButIdontgetit..whywould

theyputyouinherewhenyouralsopregnant?Are

theygoingtoputyouinprisonfor5years?

Sagi:that'swhatI'mwaitingheretofindout.(Sigh)



IhopenotcoursewhenIgetout,itsgoingdown.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezewalkedintotheemptyhouseandthrewthe

keysonthetablebythedoorandwalkedtowardthe

bar.Hesatonthehighchairandpulledastrong

liquorbottleopeningitanddrankfromthemouth.

Thehousefeltsolonelywithoutthemandcouldn't

imaginehowshemustbeholdingupinthecell.

Acallcamethroughwhenhetookouthisphone

andanswered.

Odirile:Youhome?

Breeze:Nop..

Odirile:Cool..courseI'mcomingover.

Breeze:(lipstogether)Bbbrrr..



Hecutthecallanddrankhissorrow.

AtRose'shouse.

Around8pm.

Rosesteppedputoftheshowerandpulledatowel

wrappingherself.Shewalkedtothemirrorand

lookedatherself.Shewasbacktosquareone

again.Sherecognizedthegirlonthemirrorandthe

otheronewasgone.Hiddenbytheoneshewas

lookingat.Shedoesn'tlaughandnothingpleases

her.Shesighedandwalkedouttoherclosetand

tookthetoweloffapplyinglotiononherbody.She

lookedatthesparklingdiamondringonherfinger

andbitherlip.Hereyessuddenlygotheavywhen

sheblinkedmultipletimesashersidegotblurry.

Herheartracedwhensherubbedhereyesand

whensheopenedthemitstartedtogetdark.She

rubbedthemagainwhenshecompletelysaw

darkness.Shecouldn'tseeanything.Sheopened

hereyeswidelybutstill.Sheusedherfingers



openingthem,butnotachangewhenshe

screamed.Shecriedrubbingthembutnothing

happened.

Inthedinningroom.Mxolisiwasonaphonecall

withhishandtypingsomethingonthelaptopwhen

heheardRosescream.Hetookthephoneoffhis

earandlistenedattentivelybeforecuttingthecall

andstooduprushingupstairs.

Herantoherclosetandfoundhernakedscreaming

whenhegaspedasshetriedfindingsomethingwith

herhandswithhereyeswideopencrying.He

lookedatherassherubbedhereyescryingand

walkedoverandtriedtotouchherbutshegotaway

fromhim.

Mxolisi:Rose!It'sme!

Rose:(crying)Helpme!Icantsee!Icantsee

anything!Mxolisihelp!Please!

Hefrownedlookingatherwhenhewalkedover



wavinghishandbeforehereyesbutshecouldn't

seeanything.Sheraisedherhandslookingforhim

whenheledherhandandshepulledhimhugging

himasshecried.

Rose:(crying)helpme..

.
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AtBreezes



Thenextday.Breezetossedandturnedfortheone

hundredthtimewithoutgettinganysleep.He

checkedthetimeandsighedlookinguptheceiling.

Thesheetsweresocoldwithoutthem.Thehouse

feltsoemptyandsilent.Hewouldn'tsurvive

withoutthemandwhichiswhyhehadtofightfor

them.

Thetimewas6am.

Hekickedthesheetsoffandlazilygotoffthebed

goingtotakeacoldshower.Afterawhilehe

steppedoutandpulledablanketdryinghimselfand

wenttostandbythemirror.Helookedathimself

andcouldn'thelpbutsmileathowtheysoloved

seeinghimwetlikethis.HowSagiloveswrapping

hertinyhandsbehindhimandlayherheadonhis

back.ThewayGailloveskissing.Hesighed

walkingouttohisclosetandappliedlotionbefore

gettingdressedinblackcasual.Heisn'tmuchinto

suits.

Hewentintothebedroomandfixedthebedbefore



lookingforSagismedicalhistorythentookhis

phonegoingdownstairstothekitchen.

Heputeverythingonthecounterlookingaroundas

amemoryofSagiforcinghimtoeatflashedbefore

hiseyes.Hewasn'tevenhungrytoday.Didn'tfeel

likeeatingwhilehiswifeisinjailsleepingonan

emptystomachwhilecarryinghisbaby.Heopened

thefridgeandpulledabottleofwaterthentook

Sagismedicalhistoryalongwithhisphoneleaving

pickingthekeysbythedoor.

AtRose'shouse.

Roselayedonthebednotwantingtoopenhereyes

coursethinkingwhatstheuse?MeanwhileMxolisi

stoodbyhersideinhisformalwearlookingather.

Mxolisi:CommonRose.Let'sgogetyoureyes

checked.

Rose:No..



Mxolisi:Soyou'dratherremainlikethisforever?

Whoknowsmaybethedoctorcanfindsomething

that'sblindingyou.

Rose:ItoldyouI'mohk.Lasttimewewentthere

theyfoundnothingwrongwithme,whatmakesyou

thinkthey'llfindanythingnow?

Mxolisi:lasttimeitwasdifferent.Rightn-

Rose:Youshouldgotowork.Yesterdayyou

recievedmultiplecallsfromyourclients.Youdon't

wanttobeonthebadsideloosingthem.Go.

Mxolisi:I'dratherstayherewithyou.Anddon't

changethesubjectcourseI'mtakingyoutothe

hospital.Likeitornot.Clientscanwait.Yourmy

firstpriorityandit'snotupfordiscussion.Your

healthmatter'stomemorethanbeinginasuit

standingupforsomeoneIdon'tevenknow.

Hewalkedtoherclosetandtookoutapairofjeans,

herbraandasweater.Hewalkedbackandpulled

thesheetoffandsheslowlygotupthenhehelped

herwearthem.Hewentbacktogetherkicksand



sockthencamebackhelpingherwearthem.He

stooduplookingathercuteroundface.Herlips

drawhiminwhenheheldhimselfandbreathedout

turningheraround.Hetiedherhairintoaponytail

thentookherhandtakinghertothebathroomto

washherteeth.Aftertheyweredonehepickedher

thenheadeddownstairstomakeherfoodtoeaton

theway.

Rose:Areyoucooking?

Mxolisi:What?No!I'mbadincooking,I'mmaking

youasandwichwithjuice,andintheovenI'm

heatingupthefries.

Rose:Ohk..thankyou.

Mxolisi:yourwelcome.

Afterhewasdonehepackedeverythingandhelped

heroffthechairheadingtothecar.Heopenedher

sideandshegotinandheputthefoodonherlaps

thenwenttohissideassheatewhilehedroveoff.



Heturnedlookingatherassheatewithoutopening

hereyesandsighedlookingattheroad.

Mxolisi:Ithinkweshouldcallyourparentsand

myn.Maybethey'llhelpu-

Rose:No..notmyn.Myparentshatemethat'sthe

reasonI'mherewithyou.Theysoldmeoutandas

formymother,insteadofstoppingthewholething

shewentalong.Idontwantthemanywherenear

me.Ever!

Mxolisi:butthey'reyourparents.Theydeserveto

knowwhat'shappeningwithyourightnow.Icould

beabusingyou.

Rose:Wellyournot,areyou?

Mxolisi:I'mnotbut...thinkoftheblameI'llhe

havingonmyshouldersifanythinghappenstoyou.

Whatifworsehappensafterthis?Doyouknowthat

I'llendupbeingcoughtinthemiddleofallofthis

justbecauseyoustoppedmefrompickingupthe

phoneandcallthem?Yourparentswillseemeas

theguilty,irresponsibleoneinallofthis.



Rose:(low)still...Idon'twantthemnearme.I'll

takethefullblame.IfIdiejustknowthatit'snot

yourfault.It'sallonme.

Mxolisi:Nonono!Nooneisdieing.Yournot

leavingthisworld.Wearenottalkingaboutdeath

here,wearetalkingaboutyourhealthnow.Whatif

nexttimeyouwakeuphavinganeternalbleeding?

HowamIgoingtotakecareofthatonmyown?

Rose:Idon'twantthem .Betterifyoucallaunty

SagianduncleBreeze.They'retheonlyonesI

considerparentsatthispoint.Notmyn.

Mxolisi:(swallowed)fine..let'ssayIcallyouruncle

andyouraunt,andthesomethinghappensunder

theircare.Doyouknowtheycouldendup

arrested?Samethinggoestome!

Rose:Whydoyoukeeppushingmetowardsmy

parents?!Idontwanttheminmylife!Iwant

nothingtodowiththem!Whydoyoukeepforcing

therelationshiptoworkwhiletomeitsalready

broken?

Mxolisi:BecausetheiryourparentsRose.And



there'snoamountofhatredandangerthatcancut

andtakethataway.Theygaveyoulife.Icantdo

whattheycandoforyou,notevenatinybit.Icant

replacethem,Icantdowhattheircapableofdoing

inyourlife.Icantfillinthemissingpartinbutthey

canatleasttry.Theiryourparentsandeventhough

yourangry,youcan'trunawayfromthat.Youcan

getangry,openmultiplerestrainingorders,get

away,die,lovehard,dowhatevershitthatyou

wantbutyoucannevergetawayfromaparent.

Whoknows...maybetheycanfindasolutiontoour

problem.

Rosepickedafryinthelunchboxandchewedit

swallowingwithahugelamponherthroat.Mxolisi

lookedatherbeforepullingherhandandkissedit

beforeputtingitonthegearchangingwithher.

Mxolisi:I'mjustsaying-thinkitthroughohk...just

thinkaboutit.



AtThePolicestation.

ThepoliceofficerlookedatBreezebefore

unpackingeverythingintheplastichewasholding

,takingoutdifferentkindsoffood.Hesighed

puttingthemallbackandgavethetwoplasticsto

Breeze.

Officer:Followme.RememberI'mdoingthisonly

forthebabyshe'scarryingotherthanthatwehave

nobusiness.Thebabyisinnocentinallofthis.

I'mgoingbehinddetectiveLetsoalojustsothebaby

cansurvive.

Breeze:Ireallyappreciateyourhelpman.Thanksa

lot.

Officer:Rememberyouhaveonly15minutesand

that'sthat.

Breeze:Iwontbelong.

Officer:ImeanitMrLyon.Myjobisontheline

here.



Breeze:youhavemywordofficer.

TheywalkedintoavisitorroomleavingBreezein

therethenhewenttotheholdingcell.Hehitthe

poleswiththekeyswhenSagilookedathimwith

puffyeyes.

Officer:YouhaveavisitorMrs.

ShelookedatDikeledipeacefullysleepingandgot

offthemattressthenwenttoputherhands

betweenthepoleandhecuffedherbeforeopening

thegate.Heclosedthegateandledthewayasshe

pacedbehindhimwithherhugebumptothevisitor

room.

Heopenedthedoorandshegavehimherhands.

Officer:I'msorrymam..butIcan'tremovethecuffs

.



Shesighedwalkinginandtheofficerclosedthe

door.HereyesfellonBreezewhenthebothrushed

toeachotherandhegaveheratighthug.She

raisedhercuffedhandsandhegotinbetweenthem

andtheykissedastearsrandownhercheeks.The

kissgotheatedwhentheybrokeitandsheraised

herhandslettinghimoutthensatdown.She

smiledastheincrediblesmellhithernostrils.

Sagi:Arethosemyn?

Breeze:Yeah...

HetookoutaplatefromPnPwhensheshookher

headpointingattheMcDonaldplastic.Hesmiled

takingouteverythingandputthemonthetable.

Withoutwastinganytimeshepulledthemallclose

toherandstarteddiggingin.Helookedatheras

sheatelikesomeonewhohasn'tateinalongtime.

Tearsburnedhiseyesashethoughtoffhowshe

copedinsidesuchasmellyplacecourseclearlyshe



couldn'tsleeplookingathereyes.Shefinishedthe

McDonald'sfoodwhenshepointedatthe3boxes

ofDebonairspizzaasshedrankherdrink.Heput

themonthetableandshegavehimoneboxbefore

shecontinuedeatingbuthedidn'tlookingather.

Hewatchedheasshekeptonstrugglingtoeatwith

thosecuffson.Sheputthesliceofpizzadownand

lookedathim.

Sagi:Babyeat.

Breeze:I'mnothungry.

Sagi:ThenIwonteataswellifyournot.Eatwith

me.

Hesighedlookingatherandopenedtheboxtaking

outasliceandate.Shesmiledlookingathimand

continuedeatinguntilshefinishedbothboxeswhile

hestillwaseatingthe3rdslice.Shedrankhercool

drinkandtookoutLayspotatochipswhenshetried

openingbutshecouldn't.ShesighedasBreeze

tookthemfromherandopenedthemforherthen



fedher.

Breeze:I'mgonnagetyououtofhere.Ipromise.

Sagi:Andpromisetoneverletmebeinginhere

dragyoubackincasewedon'tmakeitout.Lookat

you.ItsbeenadayandalreadyyoulooklikeI've

beeninhereforlikeamonth.Youlookweak,outof

energy.Dontoverworkyourself,getsomerest.I

knewwhatIwasdoingandwhatIwasgetting

myselfintowhenIhither.I'mreallysorrythati

becameselfcenteredandinconsiderateforour

baby.SorryIletmyemotionsgetinbetweenyou

andourbaby,ourfamily.Sorryforbeingthe

reasonbehindallofthis.

Breeze:Itsohk..YesterdayIcalledStoneandhe

foundusagoodlawyer.Ihaven'tmethimyetbut

theywayhesaidit,itwaslikeheknewalotabout

thisguycoursehedidabackgroundresearchand

hisreputationisquitepleasant.I'mgoingtomeet

thisguyanduntilthen,yousaynowordtoanyone

untilhegetshere.



Sagi:Anduntilthenyoudontstarveyourself-

Breeze:Sagithisisserous.

Sagi:Iknow.Butdon'tyouthinkyoustarvingand

nottakingcareofyourselfwillmakethingsworse

formeinhere?Whataboutyourhealth?Courseu

knowyou'vebeendrinkinglastnightBreeze!Do

youthinktorturingyourselfwillmakemehappyin

here?courseit'llkillmeknowingthatyoursuffering

outthere.

Breeze:Fine..I'lltryto-

Sagi:Nodon'ttry..doit.AnddonttellGailaboutall

ofthis.Shewon'tbeabletohandlethisandIdon't

wanttoseeherhereworriedaboutme.

Breeze:Butshedeservestoknow.

Sagi:Iknow.BabyGailissoft.Sheistoofragile

andtrustmeshewon'tbeabletotakeit.Idont

wantherstressingovermeandmyselfishness.

PromisemethatyouguyswillliveonifIdon'tmake

itoutofhere.Promiseme.

Breeze:No.Icantpromisethat.Thisisnotimefor



negativity.Youaregettingoutofhere.-

Sagi:Comeonbabe.There'snowayI'mgettingout

ofthis.I'mgoingin.Youhavetofacerealityofthis

rightnoworelseyouwontwhenitunfoldsbefore

youreyesincourt.

Theofficerknockedonthedoorandopened.

Officer:Timeisup!

HewalkedovertoSagiandhelpedherstandasshe

pulledtheplasticbagthatstillhadfood.

Officer:Ican'tallowyoutotakethat.

Sagi:I'mpregnantdude.Igethungryafterevery

30minutes!Haveyoueverbeenpregnantbefore?

Doyouknowhowit'sliketo-

Officer:ohkfine..



Shesmiledlookingathimandleanedinkissing

Breeze.

Sagi:Iloveyou.

Breeze:Iloveyoutoo.

Shewalkedoutandtheofficeledhertohercell.

MeanwhileBreezeclearedeverythingandputthem

inanotherplasticbeforestandingandwalkedout.

Hetookhisphone,walletandkeysbythetableon

hiswayput.

Hethrewtherubbishinabinandopenedhiscar

gettinginthendroveoffwithhisheartfeelingheavy

leavingherbehind.

AttheLyonsMansion.



JacktossedtoJane'ssidewithhishandsearching

forherbutitwascold.Heopenedhiseyesand

lookedaroundbutshewasn'tinthere.Nosignof

her.

Hesighedputtinghishandinhisboxertryingto

givehimselfahandjobbuthisbellywashuge

distractinghim.Hekickedthesheetsoffandgot

offthebed.Herubbedhiseyesgoingtothe

bathroomtolookforherbutshewasn'tthere.He

wentbacktothebedroomandtookhisgown

wearingitasheyawnedandwenttocheckthe

spareroomsbutshewasn'tthereeither.

Theyhaven'thadsexinawhileandhemissed

beinginsideofher.Hewentbacktotheirroomand

satonthebedwhenthedoorslidopenandJane

walkedininagymwear.

Jack:Hiiehoney.

Jane:Hii..



Shewalkedtothebathroomwhenherubbedhis

handstogetherandtookoffhisclothesfollowing

her.Hewalkedintoherbalancingthewaternaked

andswallowedwalkingoverrubbingherbutt.

Janefrownedandignoredhimashekepton

rubbingherbody.Itwassomehowweird.She

didn'tfeelanythingwhenhetouchedher,notevena

sparklikeheusedtomakeherfeel.Shestepped

undertheshowerwhenhefollowedherstrocking

himselfandpartedherlegswithhisfoot.Heheld

hisdicktryingtolocateittoherentrancewhenshe

closedherlegsandturnedaroundlookingathim

withastraightface.

Jane:No.

Jack:Comeonbabe.Justforafewseconds

please.

Jane:Isaidno.

Sheturnedaroundandcontinuedshoweringwhen



hebithislipandpulledherbyherwaistbendingher

over.Heusedhishandpushingherheaddownand

anotheroneheldtighttoherwaist.Shetried

fightingtogetupwhenheshovedhismeatinside

ofher.

Jack:ohshit!

Hehasn'ttappeditinalongtimeandfuckitfelt

great.Tearsescapedhereyeswhenshetried

walkingawaybuthefollowedherstillplugged

insideofherthrusting.

Jane:Jackstop!I'mgoingtogetyouarrested!

Stop!

Jack:Justaminbabe..ohfuck!

Sheusedherfootandkickedhiskneewhenhelost

balancecoursehisfeetwerewetandletgoofher.

Sheusedthatmomentandpulledawaypushing



himandhefellofhisbuttassheranoutleaving

himcompletelyunsatisfied.

Shequicklyworehergownandpickedhercarkeys

withoutwearinganyshoesandranout.

Meanwhile..Jacklayedonthefloorintearswitha

boner.Sohismarriagewasthrowndownthedrain

justlikethat.Becouseofhisownbloodbrother.He

puthishandsonhisfacecryingasthepaincovered

hisheart.Heneverthoughthe'dloseherlikethis.

Thelovehehadforher,wasjusttoomuchandit

hurts.Hiswifeisgone,losttohisbrotherandhis

daughterwantsnothingtodowithhim.Hisfamily

justtoreapartandhedidn'tseeitcoming.

.
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[08/02,13:47]Lynne :Chapter55

Atthehospital

MxolisiheldRose'shandassheusedasticktofind

herway.Helookedatherandsomehowitfeltgreat

holdinghernowandthen.Thoughhewasabitsad

,helikedbeingaroundher.Peopleturnedlooking

atthemashewalkedwithhisblindwifetocarand

helphergetit.Somewonderedwhy?Whywould

Godchoosesuchasiteforthisbeautifulwoman?

Hewenttohissideandgotinthendroveout.

Onthewayhekeptlookingatherandbackatthe

roadwithsomanyquestionsthatneededanswers

raninhishead.MeanwhileRosekeptfeelinghis

eyesonhimwhenshesmiledshakingherhead.



Rose:What?

Mxolisi:Aren'tyougoingtosayit?

Rose:Saywhat?

Mxolisi:"Itoldyouso"?Aren'tyougoingtoo?

Rose:Youwerejustlookingoutforme.Igetitand,

thankyouforallofthis.IdontknowwhatI'dbe

doingifitwasn'tforyou.Iappreciateyoubeing

patientandunderstandingwithme.Iguessthis

wholearrangementisn'tsobadafterall.

Mxolisi:Itsnothingreally,youdon'thavetothank

me.Likeyousay,itisn'tasbadasIpicturedit.

Notwhenyouhavesomeonewhoiskindand

respectful.Ireallyappreciateyoutoo.AndI

promisetobetherewithyoueverystepoftheway

untilwefindwhat'shappeningtoyouthoughwe

havenoideawhatwerefacing.

Rose:Thankyou.

Mxolisi:itsohk.LookIgattagettothefirm.There

wasthisclientthatkeptcallingsayingit'san



emergencysodoyoumindtaggingalong.JustsoI

cankeepaneyeonyou.

Rose:(smiling)Idont.Let'sgo.Isowantedtovisit

alawfirm.It'sashameIwontbeabletoseehowit

operates.

Mxolisi:Hey..dontbeatyourself.You'llbefine.

Thedoctorsfoundnothingwrongwithyou.I'msure

they'llbefinebytomorrow.

Rose:Ohk..

Hesighedlookingatherandsmiledsteppingonthe

accelerator.

AttheLawFirm.

BreezeparkedhisCarandsteppedoutlookingat

thehugebuildingwithalogoofMaleka&

Associates.Helookedaroundandtookouthis

phonecheckingthelocation.Hesighednot

wantingtothinkaboutwhothat"Maleka"is,and



walkedintothebuilding.Hewalkedtothetableand

thereceptionistsmiledlookingathim.

Her:Hi.WelcometoMaleka&Associates.You

mustbeMrLyon?

Breeze:That'sright.

Her:ohk..yourmeetingisin10mins...followme,

illshowyoutheboardroom.

Shestoodupfixinghertightdressthatheldher

bodyandthescarfonherneckandledhimtothe

boardroom.Theypassedbyalotofofficesand

everyonetheymetonthewaycouldn'thelpbut

wonderifreallythefamousLyonfamilymember

Justwalkedinthebuilding.Theygottothe

boardroomandhetookasitasthereceptionist

stoodbywithherhandsbehindher.

Her:MrMalekaisfiveminsaway.Sorryf-

Breeze:Itsohk.Hesnotlate.I'mtheonethat's



early.

Her:(smiled)CanIgetyouanytodrink?Coffee?

Water?Tea?Juice?

Breeze:Waterplease.IdontreallyfeellikeIcould

stomachanythingatthemoment.Thanksthough.

Shesmiledleavingandhesatbackswingingonthe

chairandsighed.Hetookouthisphoneandwent

tothedialloglookingatGail'snumbers.Heso

missedtohearhervoice.Hemissedherinhis

arms,herscentandhervoice.Butthepointof

sendingherawaywassoshecanpickupthe

piecesofherlifeinpeaceandmakeuphermind.If

hecalled,thenallthiswillbefornothing.

Heputthephonedownandrubbedhishands

togetherpullingthehoodieonhiseyessittinglikea

badboyhighschoolkid.

Outside.

Mxolisiparkedthecaronhisparkingspotand



steppedoutclosingthedoor.HewenttoRose's

sideandopenedthedoorforhertakingherhand

andhelpedherout.Heclosedthedoorandtook

outhisbriefcasebeforeholdingherhandandled

herinside.

Atthereception.Theladysmiledlookingather

bossandtheyoungwomanwalkingwithastick.

Shelookedatherandcouldseeshewasblindbut

attheweddingshedidn'thaveit.Shescoffedwith

asmilebeforefocusingherattentiontoherjob.

Mxolisi:HiiTshego.ThisisRosella,my..uhm..my

wife.Rose,Tshego..ourreceptionist.

Rose:(smiling)Hii..

ShestretchedherhandandTshegostretchedhers

andshookhands.

Tshego:Nicetofinallyseeyouthisclose.Kana

bosswasalloveryouattheweddingsoIdidn'tget



thechancetowelcomeourbosslady.Yourso

beautiful.

Rose:(smiling)Ohthankyou.

Tshego:YourwelcomeMrs.Siryoushouldtake

picturesofherandputthemupinhere.Surelyher

facewillattractmoreclients.

Rose:(smiling)Webothknowthat'snotpossible.

Clientsarepulledherebecouseofdedication,hard

work,howyouholdyourstandardsandthegame

youpullincourt.Notbeauty.Aslongasyouguys

areupatyourgame,theycarelessaboutthe

beautyandallthoseattractivethingsyoumayput

upinthebuilding,coursetheworkwillattractthem.

Mxolisi:She'sright.Sonopictures.

Tshego:Ohcommonsir.Thenputoneinyour

officesothatsomeofuscanseeherfaceeveryday

.Imeanweneedabeautifulfacearoundhere.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Anythingforme?

Tshego:Yess..andno.LikeyourequestedearlierI

submittedsomeofyourcasestoourbestlawyers



andtheywerehappytotakeover.(Gavehima

brownenvelope)Thiswasdeliveredtodayearlyin

themorningforyou.Ohandyourmeetingstartsin

twomins.Theclienthasarrived.

Mxolisi:Oh..thankyou.LookcanyoutakeRosein

myofficeforme.Makesurenoonegetsinor

comesanywherenearher.Andpleaseorderher

somethingtoeat.Iknowitssooutofprofession,

I'mreallysorry.MyPAisnotheretoday.

Tshego:Itsohk.

HegaveherR500andkissedRose'scheekbefore

rushingtotheelevator.

Meanwhileinside..BreezelookedattheBigscreen

onthewallandsighedswingingasthedooropened.

Heturnedbackandpulledthehoodieoffhiseyes

whenhefrownedwithjawsdropped.

Mxolisi:SorryI'mlaaa...Hi

Breeze:Nowseriously..I'mbeingdamned!



AtBonolo'shouse.

Withabasket,shewalkedintohermothersroom

andgotherdirtyclothesbeforewalkingouttothe

laundryroom.Sheputtheseparatedtheclothesin

pairsandputinthewhiteonesfirstbeforeclosing

themachineandsetthetimeon.Shewalkedoutto

thebedroomandpulledherphonecheckingher

massages.

Odirilehasn'tsentheramassageafterputtingthat

bombonherthighs.Hehasn'tevencalledordid

anythingthathastocontactwithherandithurt.

Shesighedsittingonthebedlookingathispicture.

Bonolo:Odirilewhatareyoudoingtome?

Herdooropenedandshequicklyhidherphone

lookingathermotherleaningonthedoor.



Bonolo:Hiimom

Her:Hi.Whatareyoudoing?

Bonolo:I'mdoinglaundry.

Her:youneverdolaundryBonolo.What'sso

differentabouttoday?

Bonolo:oh...Ijustneededtogetmymindoff

something.Trytokeepmyselfbusy.

Her:Ifyouwanttodothat,thenwhyaren'tyouwith

yourboyfriend?Imean..healwaysputasmileon

thatlonelyfaceofyours.

Bonolo:(low)Its...it'sjustsocomplicated.

Her:(smiling)ohIknowthatsound.

Shewalkedoverandsatonthechairbythemirror

lookingather.

Her:Letmeguess(sigh)there'sanotheroneinthe

picture?



Bonolo:Uhmm..

Her:Commonbaby.Youcantalktome.It'sbad

alreadythatyourkeepingsecretsfrommewhichis

notgoodcoursethathasaneffectonyourhealth.It

keepsmeworried.

Bonolo:Ohk..yeah..HisnameisOdirile.Wemet

thisonetimewhenIwasatthemall.Wejust

clickedandthenwestartedtalkingandgoto-I

meannotreallybutwestartedchatting.Thenthis

onetimeheaskedmeoutandsaidI'llthinkabout

,andIdidn'tcoursethosewerethedaysIfoundout

Kagisowasstillalive.Theconversationsandcheck

upskeptgoinguntilhestartedsuspectingthatI'm

ignoringhim.AndIwasn'tcoursemostofthetime

IspenditwithKagisosincehe'stheonlypersonI

knowaroundhere.Soadayagohepouredhimself

outtomeandIcouldn'tanswerback.Nowhe'snot

callingortextingmeandithurtsmama.

Her:DoyouLoveKagoso?

Bonolo:(teary)Somuchmama.Ilovehimwithall

thatIhaveandI'mwillingtolosealotforhim.I



lovehim.

Her:Odirile?Doyoulovehim?

Bonolo:That'sitma..(crying)Idontknow.Crazy

thingisIalwayswanttohearhisvoice.Texthim

everyday.IwanthisattentionandwhenIdontget

itIgethurt.Iwanthimtostickwithme.

Her:DoesKagisomakeyouhappy?

Bonolo:Yess..hedoes.Heisgentle,caringand

loving.Heisthefirstpersonthatappreciatedmein

alongtimeandlovedmeforwhoIam.He

welcomedmeintothistownandweconnectedthe

sameday.Helistenstomeandalwaystherewhen

Ineedhim.

Her:WhataboutOdirile?

Bonolo:(crying)Odirileisanicefunguy.He's

bubblyandalwaysmakesmelaugh.EverytimeI

seehimIjustdontwanttheconversationtoend.I

wanthimbymysideeverynowandthen.He

makesmesmileandlaugh,withthatIforgetabout

everythingelse,theworldaroundme.Heisalso

gentlewithmeandmakesmefeellikeI'mtheone.



LikeI'mtheonlygirl.

Her:NowIwantyoutoputthemtogetherand

describetherelationshipyouhavewithbothof

them.Coursenowweknowtheybothmakeyou

happy.

Bonolo:(wipedtears)Well..Kagisoisgoodandnot

onlytomebuttoeveryoneelse.Ijustfeellikehe

bottlesupeverythingandlendshisearinsteadof

lettingmedothatforhim.Heisnotopenabout

himself.Hejustwontletmein.He'dratherease

mypainofonebowwhilehehasalotonhim.He's

toosecretiveandhideshispainperfectlyfineand

youwouldn'tnoticehispain.Ontheother

hand..Odirile.Idontknowmuchabouthim,but

he'sopen.Hetakesonestepatatimeandalways

pourshimselfouttome.Heisjustsoamazingly

fine.

Her:Thenyounowthatyoutalkeditoutmygirl..

talkedyourthoughtsandheartout.Tellme,what

areyougoingtodoaboutit?Theyaredifferentin

theirownwaysandmakeyouhappy.Theyare

waitingindifferentdirections,Whoareyourunning



too?

AtTheLawfirm.

Mxolisiputonehandinthepocketandanotherone

rubbedhisface.Breezepulledthesleevesofhis

sweaterandouthishandsonthetablelookingat

him.HescoffedshakinghisheadandMxolisi

lookedathimclearinghisthroat.Heknewhehad

tokeepthisprofessionalandnotlettheirpersonal

mattergetintheway.Hefixedhissuitandsat

downopeningtheBrownenvelopelookingatSagi

pictureonit.Hescoffedagainbeforeclearinghis

throatandfixedhistieputtinghishandsonthe

tabletryingtokeepastraightfacebuteventually

laughed.Breezenarrowedhiseyeslookingathim

andhekeptonlaughing.Breezeleanedback

lookingathimstilllaughinguntilhecalmeddown

stillinlaughterandlookedatthefile.

Mxolisi:Soshe..(smiling)shehitapregnant



woman?(Laughs)I'msorry..Sheassaulteda

pregnantwoman.I..

Breeze:Ithoughtthiswassupposedtobe

professional.Whatareyoulaughingatcourse

there'snothinglaughable?

Mxolisi:Idontknow.MaybeI'mlaughingbecouse

itseemslikeIreallyunderestimatedher.

Breeze:Youmeanthetimeyoulefthertodieafter

hittingher?

Mxolisi:Ididn'thither.Yourwifecameatme.

Breeze:Noyoucameatus!Youinvadedintoour

homeandtookoneofus!.

Mxolisi:Itooknoone!Ifyoudidn'tcheatmeand

Gailwouldn'thavehappened.Youleftherandwent

tohaveanaffairoutsideofthemarriage,why?

Becouseyourtheman?

Breeze:Youhadnorighttobewithheratthefirst

place.Shehadaringon.Wasn'tthatahintforyou

tobackoff?Ifyoucouldn'trespecttheringthen

theleastyoucouldhavedoneisrespectmyspace,



mypropertyandmywife!Sagiisnotviolentunless

provoked.Janepokedherjustthewayyoupoked

herthelasttime.Whatmakesmemadisyouleft

hertodie!

Mxolisi:Ididn'tleavehertodie!Icalledan

ambulanceaftertheincidentandIwasalsoinpain.

Youpanelbeatedmyfaceandshetookitfarwith

hercrazinessandbitme.Whodoesthat?!You

shouldhaveseenthewayshesmiledwithmyblood

scatteredalloverhermouth.Imean..WTF?

Breeze:Toanswerthat..yougonnaneedthis.

(Pushedtheenvelope)Icouldhavesuedyoufor

breakingmymarriagelikethat.

Mxolisi:Butyoudidn't.Why?

Breezesatbackandsmiledlookingathim.Heput

hishandsbackatthetableandbithislipwitha

smirk.

Breeze:Let'ssay..Ihadalotplannedforyouand



thenfoundoutsomethinginteresting.

Mxolisi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Breeze:ItmeansIdecidedtoletshitunfold.

Courseyouwerenotmyntopunish.

Mxolisilookedathimashepickedtheglassof

wateranddrankbeforeputtingitdownbitinghislip.

Breeze:Anditsgonnahurtmyfriend.(swallowed)A

lot.Iwouldn'twishthistoanyonenotevenyou,but

knowingwhatyourdadandmystupidfatass

brotherdid.Idoubtyou'llmakeitout.It'llbebythe

graceofGodifyoudo.Orher.

Hepickedtheglassagainanddrankwaterashe

lookedathimtryingtofigureoutwhathewas

talkingabout.Hebithisliplookingbackatthefile

stillconfused.Heshookhisheadandsighed

puttingallhiseffortintothegamenow.



AttheLyonsMansion.

JacksatonthebedandtriedtocallJaneforthe

50thtime.Hesighedthrowingthephoneonthe

bed.Tearsblurredhiseyeswhenwhetheyrolled

down.Hesniffedrubbinghiseyeswhenhestood

up.Averychillywhisperingwindgotintotheroom

coveringhim.Hisheartpoundedsohardonhis

chestfeelingcoldwhenaslaplandedonhisdick.

Hehidhisprivatescryingandlandedonhisknees

whenallofasuddenthechillyairstopped.Theheld

hisprivateseventightastheyhurtmoreandmore.

AtOdirile'shouse.

IntheJacuzzi.Odirileswamtotheothersideofthe

poolandtookabreathswimmingbackdoingback

strokes.Hegottotheendandswamtothestairs

andsteppedout.Hepulledtheblanketonthechair

wipinghimselfandsatdownpickinghisphone.



Hesighednotfindinganymissedcallfromher.

Maybeshewasreallyintothisguyandhewasjust

adisturbance.

Heputthephonedownrubbinghisfacewhen

Ditebogowalkedoverpickinghisphone.He

quicklystoodupwhensheranawaytryingto

unlockhisphone.

Odirile:givememyphoneDitebogo!

Ditebogo:You'vebeencheckingthisphoneallday

sinceyesterday.Whosecallareyouwaitingfor?

ThatstupidgirlIoncechasedout?

Odirile:Wellyou'vechasedoutalotIevenlost

countofhowmanytheyare.

Ditebogo:Thatmeansyou'vebeenhoeringaround

youevenlostcountonhowmanyyou'vebeenwith.

Odirile:I'llsmackyou!Sekabetagontena!Giveme

myphone!

Ditebogo:Onlyifyougiveme4000fomyshopping.

Odirile:DitebogoIalreadyspendalotonyou.Ipay



yourstudies,youeatmeandyouliveundermy

roof.Cantyougetajobalreadycoursesomeofus

needtobudgetforthefuterincasewehavewives

andchildren.

Ditebogo:Broyouownaclub!-

Odirile:Correction.Idontownaclub.Weownthe

club.Breezeowns60andIhave40%soassuch

heownlargestake,it'shisclubnotmyn.I'mjusta

shareholder.Hestartedtheclubfromtheground.

Ditebogo:Still...

Helookedatherandheknewverywellthatshe

wasn'tabouttogiveup.

Odirile:Fine..I'lltransferitintoyouraccount.Give

mebackmyphone.

Shesmiledandwalkedoverhandingittohisbefore

kissinghischeek.Herolledhiseyestransferingthe

moneyandsatdownasshejumpedlikealittlegirl.



Hisphoneranginhishandandhelookedatthe

callerashisheartpounded.Hetookadeepbreath

andanswered

Odirile:Heyyou..

AtBreezes.

Breezedroveintotheyardwhenhiseyesfellon

Janesittingbythedoorinhergown.Shestoodup

lookingathimdrivinginandparkedontheparking

lot.Shebitherlipplayingwiththekeysinher

handsandbreathedlookingathimsteppingoutof

thecarandwalkedover.

Breeze:ShouldIremindyouthatyourtrans

passing?

Jane:Breezepleasejustlistentome.

Breeze:ShouldIalsocallthecopsbecouseyouare



gettingintomynervesnowwithyoucominginto

mypropertywithoutaninvitation?

Jane:(teary)Hetriedtorapeme.Hewantedto

rapeme.

Breeze:Excuseme?

Jane:Jack.Hetriedtorapeme.

Breeze:HowcanJackrapeyou?Isn'theyour

husband?

Jane:Yousaidnooneshouldfuckmebesidesyou

andI'mholdingontothat.Remember,makinglove

tomeinmyhouse?

Breeze:Comeonwoman...yourlosingitnow.

Hewalkedtothedoorandputinthepinandthe

doorunlocked.HegotinfirstandwhenJanetried

towalkinhestoodonthedoorwaylookingather.

Jane:Breeze...please.Iloveyou.Cantyouseethat

already?Iloveyou.



Breeze:Janeyouhaveahusband.Gobacktohim

andstopinvadingmyspace.Youdidenough

damagealready.Mywifeispregnantandnow

she'ssleepinginjailandofwhichshemightnot

makeitoutforayearallthankstoyou.Mybabyis

injailbecouseofyou.Itoldyoutostayawayfrom

mebutyetyoudidn'tlisten,soIguessthiswas

yourplay.Tosendmywivesaways.Youwanted

hertohityoujustsoyoucangetclosetome.Isn't?

Jane:(crying)No..Iwantedtotalktoyou.Iwantto

bewithyoubutIdidn'tplanforallthistohappen.I

candropthechargesi-

Breeze:That'salittletolatedontyouthink?Andno

Jane.Icantbewithyou.Dontyougetthat?Ilove

mywives.Idontwantyou,Idontloveyou.You

needtostayawayfrommeandmyfamilyorelse

you'lldealwithme.AndtrustmeI'mnotsogentle

towomanwhenI'mangry.Icouldkillyou.Go

homeandyoushouldn'tbehereinthefirstplace.

Jane:(crying)Itoldyouhetriedtorapemeand

youdontcare?!Allyoutalkaboutisthat

psychopathandthatlosewomanyo-



Breeze:Thatpsychopathandlosewomanaremy

wives,andguesswhatbabe?Ilovethem .Alot.

Sopleasejustgohome.

Jane:(crying)He'llrapeme!

Breeze:Areyoucrazy?Doyouknowhowserious

theaccusationyoumakeis?Jacklovesyouand

hesyourhusband.Howcanherapeyou?

Jane:(crying)I'mcarryingyourchildDamnit!Do

youwanthimtorapemewhileI'mcarryingyou

child?!

Breezesighedrunningoutofenergy.Helookedat

herandrolledhiseyes.

Breeze:Bookahotelandstaythere.Awayfromme

!

Heshutthedoorbeforehereyesandshescoffed

cryingandhitthedoor.Shekepthittingituntilshe

wastiredandturnedgoingtohercarandgotin.



Sherelaxedtheseatcryingandlayedbackuntilshe

wasasleep.Therewasnowaysheisleaving.

.
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AtOdirile'shouse

Odirilesatdownonthechairandrubbedhisbeard

withthephonestillonhisearandclearedhisthroat.

MeanwhileBonolosighedandclearedherthroat



either.

Bonolo:Howareyou?

Odirile:I'mgud..Butnotgood.You?

Bonolo:I'mamandI'mnot.(Scoff)Iguessweare

onthesamecommonemotionstoday.

Odirile:Yeah..sohaveyouthoughtaboutit?

Bonolo:Yeah..

Odirile:And?..

Bonolo:AndImadeadecisionthat'snotyetfinal.

Odirile:What'sthatevenmean?

Bonolo:itmeansthatIloveyouOdirile.Butatthe

sametimeI'minlovewithsomeoneelse.Itsgonna

takeatallonmetotellhimthatIfellinlovewith

anotherpersoninhisabsence.HeisthefirstguyI

everlovedandnowyou..youmakemefeellike,I

don'tknow.AllIknowisIloveyouandatthesame

timeIdontwanttoleavehimcourseIalsolovehim.

Odirile:LookNolo.I'mnotrushingyouandI'mnot



pushingyoutobeingwithme.Dontfeelpressured

becouseIsaidIwanttobewithyouandonlyyou.

Ifyoulovethisguy,thencarryonwiththe

relationshipIwontbecomingatyou.

Bonolo:ButIcantpretendlikeyoudontexist.

OdirileIloveyou.Andisobadlywanttobewith

you.

Odirile:Iknowbaby...andIloveyou.AllI'msaying

istakeyourtime.I'mnotgoinganywhere.I'llbe

herewaitingforyou.JustknowI'mwaitingforthe

guytomakeamistakesothatIcantakemyshot.

Bonolo:Sowhatdowedo?

Odirile:Weputusonhold.I'mjustgladthatyou

feelthesame.I'mnotgoingtosleeptonight.Sayit

againandagainandagain

Bonolo:(smiling)Iloveyou.Iloveyou.Iloveyou

Odirile.

Odirile:(smiling)DamnIcantgetusedtothat.

AttheLyonsMansion



Jackwalkedintothebedroomwithhislegsapart

andwenttostandinfrontofthemirror.Hetookoff

hisshotsandboxerlookingathisbonerthathas

beenstandingandithurt.Hesighedwalkinginto

theshowerandopenedupthecoldwaterastears

flowed.Hegetsrejectedandnowsuddenlyhehas

aboneroutofnowhere.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Around9PM.

Kagisotossedandturnedonthebedwhenhe

stopedstaringatthesmallwindow.Hesatlikethat

forawhilewhenhegotoffbedinhisnewpjsand

headedtowardsthedoor.Hestoppedatthedoor

withoutblinkingandturnedthekeyandopenedthe

doorwithhiseyeswideopen.Hestoodthefora

whileasthemoonshinedbrightonhimandhe

walkedout.



.

.

.
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Thenextday.

Kagisotossedwhenhefeltthingsstinginghim.He

quicklyopenedhiseyeswhentheyfellonthegrave

nexttohim.Hisheartskippedwhenhepopped

lookingaroundandfoundhimselfinagraveyard.

Kagiso:(panicking)Nonono!No!

Hedustedhimselflookingathisfeetandhewasn't

wearinganyshoes.Herubbedhisheadlookingat

wherehewaslayingandfrownedlookingatthe

name,NakediSelema.Heshookhisheadwitha

poundinghearttakingstepsbackwhenhetripped

andfellonanothergrave.Hequicklystoodupas



hecouldliterallyfeelhisheartreadytojumpoutof

hischestandrantowardsthegate.Hegotthere

andlookedatthelockandhisthoughtsranaround.

Howdidheevengetpastalockedgate.Helooked

atthelongfanceandbuthislipgettingonituntilhe

magedtogetout.Hestartedrunningnotlooking

backwithnoideaofwherehewasheaded.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Veronicaslowlyopenedhiseyestothechillycold

thatsnackintothesheets.Shelookedatthewide

opendoorandyawnedturningtoKagiso'ssidebut

hewasn'tthere.Sheshookherheadandgotoutof

bedandwenttocloseitbeforegettingbacktobed.

Veronica:Thisboywillkillmeofcoldmarn.

Sheyawnedwhensleepcoveredherandsheslept.



***

Around8am.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

JacklayedInthebathwithhisbonerstillthere

hurtinglikehell.Heclosedhiseyestryingtotouch

itwhenheflinchedofpainandletgolayingin.

Tearsrolleddownthesideofhiseyesashesatlike

thatwithnoonethereforhim.Guiltstruckhim

whenhismemoryreplayedthenightatthewedding.

Allthosehorriblewordshesaidtohisbrother.He

feltbadandnowhedidn'tknowhowtostarttofix

thiswholething.Heusedtobeheardbutnowno

onecaresabouthimandhisabout.Evenhiswife.

Hestillcouldn'tbelievethatshekissedhisbrother

andevenafterallthisweeksshehasn'tsaidathing

aboutit.Shedoesn'twanttotalktohim,toseehim

andhavesexwithhimandallbecauseofBreeze.

Butthenwhowouldn't?Breezewasgoodinshape

andhehadaveryfeltpresence.Heshookhishead



asthepainstingedandheputhishandsonthe

facescreaming.

Jack:Aaahh!

Hesawneededhersobadlyrightnowandwhere

wasshe?Nowhere.Heneededtogettothe

hospitalbuthowwouldhedothatwhenhesinso

muchpain.Hecouldn'tevenstandupfromthe

bathtubjustsohecouldpickupaphoneandcalled

her.Hesighedsittingbackandsilentlystarted

praying.

AtBreezes.

Breezesteppedoutofthehousewearinghiscapin

whenhesawJane'scarontheparkinglot.He

shookhisheadwalkingoverandlookedather

throughthewindowasshesleptsouncomfortably

withherbumpexposed.Hisheartsankashe



thoughtifthisistrulyhisbabyandhetreatsthe

motherlikethis.Howwillhelookatthebabyinthe

eyesonedaywhenitsgrownandtellitthatheused

toilltreatitsmotherlikethis.

Buttheherubbedallthatawaywiththethoughtof

Sagilayinginthatstinkyplacebecauseofherand

sighedheadingtohiscar.Heunlockeditgettingin

andsighedandturningtheengineonanddroveout.

MeanwhileJaneheardthecardrivingandquickly

wokeuplookingaroundwhenshesawhimdriving

outwithspeed.Herheartshatteredasshestared

atthegate.Sohewasseriouslynotintoher.She

swallowedrubbingherbumpandputtheseatright

beforestartingtheengineanddroveout.Maybe

sheshouldgobacktoworkandstartafreshwith

thepregnancycoursefollowinghimwontactually

benefither.Imeanitwouldbutnoteternally.She

rubbedherteardriving.Italsowasn'tbadthatshe

hithimrightwhereithurtstoo.Serveshimrightfor

playingwithhisfeelingslikethat.Nowallshehad

todoiswatchhimashissobelovedfamilycrackIn



themiddleashetriedtoputitalltogetherand

eventuallycollapse.Whoknows..?shemighttake

thebat!

.
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AtTheLyonsMansion.

Janedroveintotheyardwithapoundingheart.The

thoughtofhowshe'sgoingtofacehimafterthe

stuntshejustpulledhotherwonderingworse.She

bitherlipclosinghereyesbeforedoingbreath

excercisesandsteppedout.

Shewalkedintothehousetothemouthwatering

aromaasalwaysandpassedbywalkingtotheir

room.Shegotthereandslowlyopenedthedoor

gettinginandcloseditbehindher.Shesighednot

findinghiminthereandputherhandonthe

bandagethatwasonherforeheadthrowingthe

keysonthebed.Sheletthegownloseanditfellon

thefloorremainingnakedwalkingtothebathroom.

Withoutlookingaroundshestoodinfrontofthe

mirrorandlookedatherselfwhensheheard

someonesniffingbehindher.Shequicklyturned

hidingherselfwhenhereyesfellonJackinthe

bathtubsilentlycryingwithhiseye'sclosed.



Outofnowhere..herheartbrokelookingathim

whenshelookeddownbeforewalkingoversitting

onthetoilet.Sheplayedwithherfingersbeforeshe

putherhandonhisshoulder.

Jane:(softly)Jack...?HoneyI'msorryifIhurtyou.

Itwasn'tmyintentiontoo.Idontknowwhat's

gottenintomebutIpromiseIwillfixmyself.Iknow

wordsthemselfarenotenoughandactionsdefine,

promiseI'llneverdisappointyouagain.I'llgather

myselfupandgetbacktobeingthe-

Jack:(breaking)NotnowJane.

Jane:No..letmeapologize.

Jack:Notnowohk..?

Jane:(scoff)Why?doyouwantsexfirst?

Jack:No..

Jane:FineI'llgiveyousexthenwecantalk.

Jack:Idontwantsex..I'mohk.



Shestoodupdippingherhandinthebathtub

touchinghisdickandfrownlookingathim.

MeanwhileJackclenchedhisjawswithhiseyes

tightlyclosedassheheldhispainfuldick.He

shookhisheadnolongerabletoendurethepain

andscreamed.Janeletgolookingathimastears

rolleddownhiseyeswithapoundingheart.

Jane:Whatwasthat?

Jack:....

Jane:Jackwhat'sgoingonwithyou?!

Shequicklydippedherhandandreleasedthewater

whenherjawsdroppedcoveringhermouth.

Ontheroad.

Breezestoppedonthetrafficlightslisteningtoloud

musicplaying"BabyIdeserve"byTanksinging



along.

MaybeIdeserve

Foryoutogooutandfindsomeotherguy

"MaybeIdeserve"

Foryoustaywithhimallnight

"MaybeIdeserve"

ForyoutodoallthethingsIdidtoyou

"MaybeIdeserve"

MaybeIdeserve(ohyeah)

[Repeattwice]

Foryoutoputonthatsexydress

Formetoaskyou"Whothehellyourtrynaimpress

"

Foryoutoloughitoff,likeitain'tnothing

IknowitssomethingMaybejustMaybe

Tositathomeandwonderwhereyouare



Ishekissingyou,touchingyou,holdingyou,What?

Takeadrinktohelpeasemymind

Iwannabemadafterallthosetimes

(Repeatchorus)

Hesighedasrememberedeverythingwiththeboth

ofthem.Thedayshewasdressedinthatelegant

dress.Thewayheslappedherasshebegged.And

hesodeservedwhatwashappeningbutnotforitto

passthroughthem.Sagideservesevenbetter.A

guyinthenextcarlookedathimashekeptonand

onwiththesong.Heknewthatthiswasnotgood

atall.

Guy:(shookhead)NgngMr.Thatsongis

depressing.

Breezeturnedlookingathimwhenhescoffed

smiling.



Breeze:That'sbecauseI'mdepressedman.

Guy:Thenyourmakingyourselfworselisteningto

that.

Breeze:Irelate.That'swhyI'mlisteningtoit.

Guy:Nomarn.AtleastlistentoWinnieMashab

thanthat.YouknowIdontgetwhypeoplelike

depressingsongsevenwhentheyseethattheir

drowningdeepintodepression.Thenextthingyou

hearthattheycommittedsuicideortheyhavea

mentalillness.Whateverisstressingyouman,fix

it.Takeitfromallsidesandtrimitintosomething

better.Itsnottheendoftheworld.Stoplistening

tothatshitandmanup.Faceyourproblems.

Breeze:Suicideiswayatthebackofmymindman.

Ihavealotcomingtolivefor.

Guy:Good.Onestepforward.Nowtakethesecond

stepandchangethatsong.Thethirdoneonandon

.Dontbeatyourselflikethat.Whateverisgoingon

athemoment,it'sjustaphase.It'llpassintime.

Juststaypositivealright?Stoplisteningtothat.



ListentoAmapianoasachangenotthat.Shap!

Breeze:Cxxlman!

Helookedatthegreenlightandtheguytooka

differentroutewhenhecontinuedwithhisshaking

hishead.HechangedthesongandplayedDaBaby

-Masterpieceandshookhisheaduntilhefeelintoit

.Hisminddriftedwhenherememberedheforgot

Sagistoiletries.Hehitthewheelandmadeau-turn

drivingbackhomehopingtonotfindJanethere.

SomewhereontheRoad.

Kagisowalkedonthestreetsbarefootlooking

aroundstillinpjs.Everywherehepassedeveryone

turnedlookingathim.Heswallowedtryingtofinda

waytohidehisfacewhenhestartedunbraidinghis

hair.Afterawhilehewasdonewhenheshookitas

itfilledhisfaceandbouncingonhisshoulders.It

wasarichafrobeautifulafroforaguy.Butthenhe



hadnochoicetohaveit.Hecouldn'taffordtocut

hishairsohismotherstartedplayinghimuntilits

grownlikethis.Nowpeoplestaredathim

wonderingifitwasafitwomanoraNdoda-mfazior

ajustamanwithlonghair.Butthenthepjs.

Hethrewhisheadthrowingthehairbackwhenhe

heardvoicesandsawtwoschoolgirlswalkingover.

Kagiso:Hey..I'msorry.Whatplaceisthis?The

name?Whereisthisplace?

Girl:ItsNorwood.

Kagiso:(jawsdropped)uhm..ohkDoyouknow

whereBreezeLyonliveswhenyourhere?

Girl2:TheClub808owner?

Kagiso:Iguess..

Girl:Oh..helivesonIvyroad,Idontrememberthe

address.

Kagiso:Howfaristhat?

Girl:about5kmawayfromhere.



Kagiso:Wow..uhm..ohkcxxl.Thanks.Goodluck

onyourexams.

Girls:Thankyou.

Hegaspedthinkingofthedistancebetweenhis

townandNorwood.Andhewasn'teventiredwhen

hewokeupthen.Heshookhisheadashishair

bouncedandkeptwalkingnotknowingwherehe

wasgoingbutlookingattheroadsigns.Heknew

thehousethough,justthatthedirection.

AtRose'shouse.

Mxolisigotintothecarandswitchedtheengineon.

Heputhisheadonthestaringwheellickinghislips.

Hedidn'twanttoleaveherallaloneandsohe

didn'twanttheonlypersonclosetoRose,whom

sheconsideraparenttoremaininJail.Hesighed

gettingupandattemptedtogooutwhenhebithis

lip.Shedidn'tknowaboutSagiinJailand



yesterdayhetoldnonofthemaboutbeinginthe

samebuilding.EventhoughheandSagiweren'ton

goodtermshewouldn'twanttorunthatonRose.

Hesighedreversinganddroveout.

Meanwhile..inside.Roselayedonthebedwithher

eyesstaringattheceilingbutshecouldn'tsee.She

hummedthesoftmusicthatplayedonthelittle

speakerbesidesher.Shedidn'tunderstandwhyher

eyessuddenlybetrayedher.Whereallthoseweird

things,wherearetheycomingfromsuddenly.She

neverhadsuchproblemsbefore.Shenevergot

sickandwhenshewenttothedoctor'sandthey

failedtoidentifyit.Atearrandownoutofhereye

whenshethoughtwhatifitspermanent.She

wouldn'tforeverseethedaysthatGodlet'sher

spend.

Shesniffedwhenshefeltawetliquidbetweenher

legs.Shefrownedpullingherdressupandputher

handfeelingherself.Hermindranbacktowhen

shehadherperiodsuntiltoday.Itwasherdate.



Tearsburnedhereyesnotknowinghowshewas

goingtogetthroughwiththis.

Sheclosedhereyesimaginingtheroomandstood

upreachingforherstickthenslowlywalked

straighttohercloset.Shegotthereandusedher

handtofeelaroundwhenshegottothedrawer

openingitandputherhandsinsearchingforapad

andgotitalongwithherpanties.Shethenclosed

thedrawerstillwiththepictureinherheadand

openedanotheronetakingoutatowel.Sheheld

theminherarmpitandagainfoundherwayout

withherhandandthesticktothebathroom.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Jane'sskinscrawledlookingathisdickwithher

handoverhermouth.Hehadabonerthathad

somethinghugelikeaballoonwithwaterinside

thoughredonthemashroom.Hewasallswollen

andevenlookedlikehadalittlebitofpimpleson.

Shemovedcloserandexaminedhimasheflinched



andlookedathiminhim.Shebitherlipandletgo

lookingathim.

Jane:Whathappenedtoyou?Didyoufuck

someonewithoutcheckingtheirstatus?

Jack:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Ineverfucked

anyoneoutsideofmarriage.What'swrongwithme?

Jane:Idontknow.I'veneverseenanythinglikethis

before.Jackjusttellmethetruth?Whowereyou

sleepingwithcourseyourdicksaysadifferent

story?

Jack:I'mnotcheatingJane.Inevercheatedand

neverhadarelationshipoutsidewedlock.Youhave

totrustme.Ialsodontknowwhat'swrongwithme.

AllIknowissomethinghitmeandthenitstarted

hurting.Ithurts.

Jane:Whatdoyoumeansomethingslappedyou?

Howcansomeoneslapyouandyoudontevensee

whoitis?Stoplyingandtellmewhoyousleptwith

!



Jack:ForthethirdtimeJane.Ididn'tsleepwith

anyone.I'vebeenstarvingyess,butnotoncehave

thethoughtofgoingouttofindahoecrossedmy

mind.Isleptwithnobody.

Jane:Thenwhatisthis?!

Jack:Idon'tknow.Yourthedoctor,youtellme!

I'mhurtinghere.Icantevenmovemylegs,course

onemovementthenthewholepackagestrikes.Its

burninglikehell.I'minpainJane.Helpme..

Thelookonhisfacemadeitsohardtokeeponwith

thequestion.Hewasreallyinpainandsheherself

didn'tknowwhatitwaswithalltheexperienceshe

had.Sheswallowedlookingatitandputherhand

onhermouthtryingtofigureoutwhatthehellit

was

.

.

.
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AttheLyonsMansion.

Janeheldherchinlookingathim.Hereyeswelled

upwithtearsashelayedintherehidinghisface

withhishandforhernottoseehimcrying.Heput

bothhandswhenherheartsankandsheshookher

headintearsholdingherbumpandwenttositon

thebathtubsideandleanedinhugginghim.She

somehowmadeitfeelworse.Hefeltembarrassed

breakinglikethatinfrontofhermakinghimfeel

evenweak.Hepulledawayrubbinghiseyesand

sheleanedbacklookingathim.



Jane:ItsohktocryJack.Ithelpstorelievethepain.

Jack:I'mnotcrying.

Jane:Jack..itsohk.Youralsohuman.

Jack:PleasehelpmeJane.I'mdieinghere.It

hurts.IthurtssobadandIdon'tthinkI'llbeableto

handlethepain.It'ssomuch.Helpme.

Jane:OhkIneverdeltwiththiskindof...situation

before.AndIhavenoideatohowmuchofpain

yourgoingthroughbutI'mhereforyou.Weare

goingtogetthroughthistogether.NowIknowit

hurts...butyourgonnahavetopullittogether.I'm

gonnatakeyoutothehospital-

Jack:NonoJane!Notthehospital.HowamI

goingtofacethecrowdwhenI'mlikethis?Howwill

Ilookatthedoctor?Whatwillpeoplethinkofme?

Howwilltheylookatmeafterthis?Nowayweare

notgoingthere.Yourgoingtotreatme.

Jane:Soyourmoreconcernedaboutwhatpeople

willsaythanyourwellbeing?



Jack:No..notthatI'mconcernedaboutwhat

they'llsaybutmyreputation.Megoingtothe

hospitalmeansthrowingmyreputationanddignity

downthedrain.I'mapo-

Jane:YouknowwhatMrReputation'è.Firstofyour

inpain.Youcantdoanythingforyourselfandall

youcareaboutisotherpeoplepointofviews.Jack

thosepeopledontcareaboutyou.Theydon'tcare

aboutyourhealth.Alltheycareaboutistheirblogs.

Alltheywanttodoisseeyoufallandbyrefusingto

gotothehospital,yourgivingthemevenmore

powertodriveyouandrunyou.I'mhereoffering

youhelp,whichyouaskedbythewayandyou

shovemynoseback?

Jack:Allimsayingisthat-

Jane:AllyoursayingisshitJack.Nowyouneedto

suckituporelseI'llholdtighttothatdickuntilyou

standupandwegettothehospital.Icantbe

nursinganoldassmanlikeyouwhocaressomuch

abouthisreputationthanhisownwellbeing.

Forgiveme,Iwont.Never!



Jacksighedlookiatherandsheleanedinhelping

himoutofthebathtub.Thepaincamesohardon

himwhenheclenchedhisjawscryingwithhisarm

aroundJane.Theywalkedintothebedroomand

sheputhimonthebedbeforepullinghisgownand

helpedhimwearitandshequicklygotdressed

beforetheyheadedout.

AtBreezes.

Kagisostopedholdinghiskneeswipingthesweat

offhisfaceandsighedwalkingtowardsthegate.

Thegatewaswideopenandthewasn'tevena

securityguard.Sometimesyou'dwonderwhyhe

hasagatecourseclearlyithasnouse.Itsalways

wideopen.Hewalkedtowardstheverandaandsat

downtakingoffthepjsshirtwipinghimself.He

spottedatapandwalkedoverjumpingtheflowers

andwenttowashhisfaceandtheshirtbefore

drinking.Hewashedthesweatoffwiththeshirt



thentwisteditanddriedhimself.Hedrankwater

againandwenttositontheverandahangingthe

shirtonhisshouldergettinglostinthoughts.He

stillwonderedhowhegottothegraveyardwithout

gettinghurtonthewayormuggedthoughhehad

nothingonhim,forsuchalongdistance.Heshook

hisheadrubbinghisfaceandsighed.Thiswasso

bothering.

Intheinterrogationroom.

Mxolisisatonthechairunderthelightcheckinghis

watchforthefifteenthtimewhenthedooropened

andSagiwalkedinincuffs.Shehadnoenergyto

fightorarguebuttheleasthecouldhavedoneis

warnherwhoherlawyerwasgoingtobe.She

sighedwalkingoverandsatonthechairlookingat

himputtingherhandsonthetable.

Mxolisi:Hii.



Sagi:Hey.

Mxolisi:Howareyouholdingupinthere?

Sagi:I'mfine.

Mxolisi:Ohk..-

Sagi:Whenisthehearing?I'mtiredofwaiting.

SorryIheardsomepoliceofficersayingthathe'ddo

witheverythinginhispowertoprovemeguiltyand

tomakesurethatthedateisbetweentheweekend.

Mxolisi:Whichone?

Sagi:Thedetective.Hekindahasathingfor

BreezesoIthinkhe'stakingitoutonme.

Mxolisi:Wecanusethattomorrowincourttoour

advance.Thedatehasbeensetuptotomorrow.

Sagi:MxolisiyournottellingmeeverydetailIneed

toknow.Whyareyouhighlightingme?NotthatI'm

expectingsomuchaftertheincidentwehadbut

yourmylawyer.Ithinkmaybeyoucouldbemore

professionalandhelpmeoutofthissothatwecan

bothlivetofightanotherday.

Mxolisi:Sagi..I'maprofessionallawyer.Idontlet



personalmatterscomeinbetweenmyworkandmy

clients.Whatwehadisbehindmethoughitlefta

scar,areminder.Idonthaveaproblemwithyou.

Sagi:Thentellme.Areyougoingtobeabletohelp

meoutofhere?Icantgivebirthinhere.Doyou

thinkwe'llpullthisout?

Mxolisilookedatherandhesohatedthelookshe

gavehim.Theonethatpleadedanditsobrokehis

heartseeingthemlikethis,puttingtheiralltruston

him.

Mxolisi:Withalltheevidencetheyhaveagainstyou

...Idontthinkso.ButIcanpromisetoputmyall

justsoyoudont-

Sagi:Soyoursayingthere'snothingmuchyoucan

dotothiscase?

Mxolisi:ididn'tsaythat.Dontgiveupjustyet.I

sawyourmedicationhistory.Wecanusethatalso

andthecourtshallgrantyouevenbetter-



Sagi:They'llsendmetoamentalprison!I'mnot

crazy.Thatwomancameintomyproperty,whichis

-

Mxolisi:Trespassing?Iknow.Igotallthat.And

sheemotionallyassaultedyou-

Sagi:Andshehitback!Itwasaselfdefense!

Mxolisilookedatherasheremotionsturnedup.He

didn'twanttostresshercoursehemightputthe

baby'slifeindanger.Hehadtobeconsideratehere

Hesighedlookingatherandshebreatheduntilshe

calmed.

Sagi:Whyareyounotgivingmestraightup

answers?Whyareyougivingmearunaround?

Thatbitchsleptwithmyhusbandandtrespassed

intomypropertypregnanttocomeandassaultme

emotionally.YesIhitherfirstbutshehitback,soit

wasselfdefense!

Mxolisi:Waitwhat?Shesleptwithyourhusband?



Pregnant?

Sagi:Yeah..didtheyforgettomentionthat?

Mxolisismiledlookingatherandleanedbackwith

thepeninhishandsonthetableplayingwithit.

Sagilookedathimandhesmirked.

Sagi:What?

Mxolisi:Wellthisjustkeepsgettingbetterand

better.

AtRose'shouse.

Rosesteppedoutoftheshowerandusedherhand

tofindherstickwhenshefounditandhitaround

withitforatowel.Shefounditandpulleditwhen

thepadfellonthefloorjustfurtherfromher,and

shedriedherself.Sheagainusedherhandtofind

herpantieswhenshefoundthemandagainlooked



forherpadbutcouldn'tfinditanywhere.Shefelt

aroundandgotonherkneessearchingbutcouldn't

findit.Tearsstartedrollingdownhereyestothe

floorasshewalkedonherkneessearchinggoingto

theoppositedirection.Shestoodwhenshehitthe

wallandshestoodupwithitcryingusingittowalk.

Shefeltitfeelingitsdirectionwhensheturned

breathingandwalkedtothebathtub.Shekept

walkingwithoutanideashewastherewhenshehit

thebathtubandalmostfellinside.Shecried

rubbinghertearsandslowlygotinthebathtub

openingthecoldwater.Thetubfilledwhileshesat

inthereandshecloseditleaningbackastears

rolleddownthesideofhereyesintothebath.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Veronicasatunderthetreeeatingacarrotwaiting

forKagisotoreturnbuthewasn't.Herbloodkept

rushingwhenshethoughtabouthimbutwhyshe

hadnoidea.ShebitthecarrotwhenBonolowalked



intothegateandcloseditbehindherwalkingover.

Sherespectfullyputherhandstogethergreetingher

andtheybothsmiled.

Bonolo:Howareyouma?

Veronica:I'mohkmygirl.Andyou?

Bonolo:Imalsofine.Uhm..isKagisoaround?

Thoughttodayhewasn'tgoinganywhere.

Veronica:Heisn'tgoingtoschool?

Bonolo:Yeah..Ihavehistimetable.Todayhe

wasn'tattending.Hehasanexamintwodaysso

theygavethemsometimetoread.

Veronica:Ithoughthehadgonetoschool.Hesnot

here.He'sbeengonesinceearlyinthemorning

andevenforgottoclosethedoorandhisphone.

Areyousurehedidn'tsaywherehewasgoingto

you?

Bonolo:Hedidn'tsayanything.KanammaKagiso

gaampolelelesepe.Hestoosecretiveandhegets

lostinthoughtsandthenyouaskhimwhat'sonhis



mindhebrushesitoffnicelysoyouwouldn't

suspect.Ifeellikehehaschangedafterhereturned

home.He'salwaysdistant.

Veronica:YeahIrealizedthat.Iknowheloveshis

booksbutthisdayshe'salwaysonthem.He

doesn'tevengivehimselfabreak.Hecanreaduntil

atnightandnottakeabreakuntilyouaskforhim.

Wedonteventalklikeweusedto.Hehas

nightmares,andalwaysalerted.Hasheevertold

youanything?

Bonolo:no..he'sjustbeinghimwhenhe'swithme.

Helistensandalwayssaystherightthings.He

doesn'tlookalerted.Hejustkeepsgettingtohis

ownworld.

Herphonerangwhensheswallowedlookingat

Kagiso'smother.

Veronica:Itsohkmygirl.Youcantakeit.

Bonolo:Thankyouma.Seeyou.



Veronica:Byebye.

Sheturnedaroundwalkingawaywhenshesmiled

answering.

Bonolo:(smiling)Hey..

Odirile:YouknowIcouldn'tsleep.Iwanttosee

you.Pleasejustletmeseeyouevenifitsonce.I'm

beggingyou.

Bonolo:ButIthou-

Odirile:Iknowbabe.Imissyou.Please...

Shebitherlipandsighedblushingasbutterflies

flewinherstomachhearinghisvoice.Damnhe

hadanamazingvoicethatcouldmeltyoujustright

now.Shesmiledwonderinghowheuseshiswaist.

Hishandsalloverherbody.Shecouldn'twaitto

tastethoselips.



Bonolo:Ohk..

Odirile:(smiling)ShouldIpickyouup?

Bonolo:NosendmethelocationandI'llbethere.

Odirile:Iloveyou.

Bonolo:Iloveyoutoo.

Sheblushedbrushingherlipwithherfingerand

walkedinsidethehouse.AfewminslaterOdirile

sentthelocationandshesteppedoutinanother

andgotinthecardrivingoff.

Atthehospital.

Janestoodbythewindowbitinghernailasthe

doctorshookhisheadlookingattheresults.He

sighedputtingthefilebackandlookedatJaneand

Jack.



Jack:Docwhatisit?

Doctor:it'snottheSTD.Weranmultipletestand

theyallcomebackthesame.There'snothing

wrongwithyou.

Jane:Buthaveyouseenhim?That'snothealthy.

Surelythere'ssomethingwrong?Thatisnotnormal.

Doctor:MrsLyonw-

Jane:Dontgivemethe"wefoundnothing"card

please.Myhusbandisinpain.Heishurtingsobad

andyouaresayingyoufoundnothing?Godomore

testandgivehimmedicationtoslowdownthepain.

Doc:WealreadydidthatMrs-

Jane:Thendoitagain!

Doctor:ifwegivehimmore,he'lldieofoverdose

mam.Wea-

Jane:Thetest's!Runthemagain!Thisisnothing

likefine!

Thedoctorlookedatherbeforewalkingout.Jane



bitherlipastearsburnedhereyesandsheturned

lookingathimlayingonthebed.Helookedather

andhecouldalreadyreadherthinkinghecheated.

Jack:Iswear..Ididn'tcheat.Youhavetobelieve

me.

Sheshookherheadintearsandrubbedherface

lookingoutthewindowashelayedthereinpain

lookingather.

AtBreezes.

Laterthatday.

Kagisolayedontheverandaasleepwiththeshirt

onhisfacewhenacardroveintotheyardand

parkedontheparkinglot.Abigailfrownedstepping

outinherfloraldressandsandalslookingatthe



maninpjsandwalkedover.Shewentdownonher

kneesscanninghimwhenhereyesfellonhiseight

pack.Sheswallowedscanninghimupandshook

herheadshakinghim.Shegentlyshookhimwhen

heyawnedwakingupandpulledtheshirtoffhis

facecomingfacetofacewithher.Shefrowned

lookingathisafrobutdamn,thisguywashella

cutewiththosebrowneyesandthoseeyebrows

thatlookedwatery.Andhislips.Sheshookher

headlookingathimashegotupandputonhis

shirtbeforeshakinghishair.

Gail:Hii..

Kagiso:Hii..I'mKagiso.Sorryforcominghere

unannounced.Ihadnowheretogo.I'mheretosee

MrLyon.

Andthewayhislipsmoved...damn..

.
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AtBreezes.

Andthewayhislipsmoved...damn.



Shebitherliplookingathimandhelookedather

notsurewhattodo.Sheshookherheadandstood

upgivingoutherhand.Kagisoalsostoodupand

shookherhand.

Gail:Abigail.AbigailLyon.

Kagiso:KagisoMokwena.Youmustbethefirst

wife?

Gail:Yeah..andyoumustbethesonhebrags

about.

Kagiso:(smiling)Wow..iguess.

Theykeptshakinghandslongerthanusualwhen

Kagisorealizeditandgentlypulledhishandputting

ontheshirt.Shelookedathimasheputonhis

shirtashismusclesworkeduntilhepulleditdown.

Shesighedlookingathimandputonaninnocent

smile.

Gail:Let'sgetin.I'msurehe'sout,you'llwaitfor



himinside.

Kagiso:thanksalot.

Shesteppedoverputtingthepinandopenedthe

doorwidesteppingaside.Kagisolookedatheras

shelookedathimalsowaitingforhimtogetinfirst

butsodidhe.Shesighedandwenttothecarand

openedtheboottakingoutahugecasestruggling

withit.Kagisobithislipandwalkedoverandtook

itfromher.

Gail:Thanks.

Kagiso:Noproblemmam.

TheylookedateachotherwhenBreezecrossed

boththeirmindsandshechuckledlookingdown

tuckingherhairbehindherearasKagisolooked

away.



Kagiso:Iamsorry.Ishouldn'tbelookingatyou

likethat,it'ssowronganddisrespectfulofme.

Forgiveme,it'llneverhappenagain.Afterseeing

MrLyon,Iwillbeoutofyourhair.

Gail:(laugh)YournotinmyhairKagiso.Andno,

youdidn'tlookatmeinanyinappropriatemanner.I

did.AndI'mreallysorryaboutthatcourseit'llnever

happenagainalso.

Theylookedateachotheragainforawhilewithout

sayinganythingwhentheyrealizeditandlaughed

atthesametime.Sheshookherheadandledthe

wayinsideandclosedthedoorbehind.Heputthe

bagdownlookingaround.Lastandthefirsttime

hereitwasatnightandhedidn'thaveenoughtime

tolookaround.ThishousecanhitanA-list.She

lookedathimandwalkedoverwhenhestop

lookingaroundandlookedather.

Gail:ifyoudontmind,canyoupleasetakeit

upstairs.Firstdoorontheright.



Kagiso:Sure.

Shelookedathimashepickedthecaseupthe

stairsandcouldn'thelpbutlookathishandswith

veins.Hewasn'twearinganyshoes.Sheshookher

headagainandthrewherbagonthecouchwalking

tothekitchen.

Gail:Abigailstayinyourlane.Stopit.

Shewalkedintothekitchenandstartedpreparing

somethingtoeat.AminlaterKagisowalked

downstairsandstoodinthemiddleoftheroomnot

knowingwhattodo.

AtOdirile'shouse.

BonololookedattheGPSonemoretimeandthe

addresswhenshebreathedoutswitchingthe



engineoff.Herheartpoundedcountlesstimes

whenshetookashortprayer.Shewasreallyhere,

forhim.Thegateslidopenandsheswallowed

startingtheenginethendroveinparkingnexttohis

carsteppingout.Shefixedhertightdress

breathinginandwalkedtowardsthedoorringing

thrbell.Afemalevoiceansweredwhenherheart

pounded.Didshejustcometoawronghouseorhe

hadagirlhere?Worstawife.

Thedoorslidopenandagirlstoodtherelookingat

herwithastraightfaceandnoemotions.

Bonolo:(swallowed)Hii..I'mBonolo.

Girl:Ditebogo.HowmayIhelpyou?

Bonolo:I'mheretoseeOdirile.Hetoldmehe'llbe

here,ishearound?

Ditebogo:Ohsoyouroneofthechicksthatsuck

mybrotherandthenleavenotlookingback?

Bonolo:What?

Ditebogo:BonaGirl.Kopagoreolebefaotswang



tengandneverlookback.Dontevercomeknocking

onthisdooragainorelseyou'llloosethehandyou

usedtopressthatbutton.

Bonolochuckledlookingather.Sheclearlydidn't

knowwhoshewastalkingtoo.

Ditebogo:Tswannanyana.Boelakolwapengpele

kegontshamenoveryfast.Mybrotheris-

Voice:Ditebogo!

Shestoppedtalkingandputonasmileandturned

lookingatherbrotherwalkingover.Odirilestepped

beforeherandpulledBonolobyherwaistinsideas

shestoodthere.

Odirile:Nevereverinyourlifetalktoherlikethat

everagain.Understood?

Ditebogo:NoOdirile.Thisgirlisnodifferentfr-



Odirile:BonahawenaDitebogo.Youwillnever

addressherinthatmanneragain.Andwhenever

sheishereyoushouldsticktoyourlimitsandstop

withthebeingthebullcrap.Thisismyhouse.So

stopchasingawayeveryguestofmine.Especially

nother.She'llcomeherewhenevershewantsandI

expectyoutoopenyourhandsforher.Beonyour

bestbehaviorandrespecther.

Ditebogo:Why?What'ssodifferentabouther?

She'llalsobreakyourheartliketherestdidleaving

youmiserableformetodealwith.

Odirile:Looksis.Iunderstandthatyourtryingto

lookoutforme,Igetit.AndIappreciateitalot.

Butcanyouatleastcoolitdown.I'molderandI

canmakemyowndecisions.

Bonolo:Andfromthewayyoursoprotectiveover

him..Icanseeyoureallycareabouthim.Iknowit

mustbeharddealingwithsomeonewhokeeps

makingbaddecisionsandcomecryingonyou.But

Ipromise,Iwon'thurtyourbrother.Ilovehim.

Ditebogo:Yeah..nicewordsbutIdontbuyit.They



allsaidthatandeventuallydidtheoppositebesides

theonegirlthatdiedwiththeloveforhim.Iswear

toyou...ifyouhurthim,I'lllookforyouandi-

Odirile:Ohkthat'senough!Idontneedyoutolook

outformeDitebogo.Shouldn'tyoubeatyour

friend'sandnotmakingthreatstomygirlfriend?

DitebogolookedathimandlookedatBonolobefore

grabbingherbagandcarkeysleaving.

Bonolosighedlookingathimasheclosedthedoor

andwalkedovertoherwrappinghishandsaround

herwaist.

Odirile:Andthatwasmylittlesister.Sorryforher

behaviorandi-

Bonoloitsohk..kissme.

Odirile:Huh?

Bonolo:Fuckme.



Heraisedhiseyebrowswithasmilebuildingandso

washisboyexpanding.Heneverexpecteditto

comeupsofast.Buthey...theyalsocan.

Heleanedinkissingherashishandexploredher

body.Damnhishandsdidwonders.Herphonefell

ofhergripwhenhetookthekisstoherneck

suckingtheshitoutofherleavinghickeysasshe

moaned.Sheslidherhandintohispantsasher

pantiessoakedandgasped.Isitabadluckthatshe

alwayscomesacrossmanwithbigdicks?His

bloodrushedthroughfeelinghersofthandonhis

boyplayingwithit.Shebreathedashepulledher

dressupandslidhishandintoherpantiesplaying

withhercookiewhenherkneesgotweakandhe

pickedherupstillkissinggoingupstairs.

AtBreezes.

Breezeparkedthecarfeelinghopeless.Heleaned

onthestaringwheelastearsburnedhiseyes.Why

didgoodpeoplealwayshavetopaytheprice?Sagi



wasintherebecauseofhim.Ifhehadn'tcheated

andhadababyoutsidenoneofthiswouldhave

happened.Heraisedhisheadrubbinghiseyesand

lookedaroundwhenhisjawsdroppedlookingat

Gail'scar.Shewasn'tsupposedtobehere,notin4

days.Hesteppedoutthinkinghowhewasgoingto

keephisonlypromisetoSagithathecouldnever

breaksincehebrokeothers.Hebreathedstepping

inandputthekeysonthetable.Hewalkedtothe

livingroomandfrownedlookingatKagisowithhis

headdown.Funnyhowhecouldalreadyrecognize

hisbackviewsofast.

Hewalkedoverandputhishandonhisshoulder

beforesittingdownasherosehisheadlookingat

him.Hechuckledlookingathishairandrubbedit

whenKagisolaughedpushinghishandoff.

Breeze:Noseriously..youneedahaircut.My

womandontevenhavesuchlonghair.Youlook

likeZaharawhenshestillhadthatafroinamale

form.



Kagiso:Herswaslongerthanmine.

Breeze:Iseenodifference.Imeancomeon

man..girlswilldowhateverittakestohavethiskind

ofhair.Anyway..whyareyouinpjs?Couldn'tyou

pickabetteroutfit?

Kagiso:That'sthething.Inevergotthechanceto

pickabetteroutfit.

Breeze:Whatdoyoumeanyounevergotthe

chancetoo?Itonlytakesamintodoso.

Kagiso:IknowbutIdidn'tgetthechancetoo,talk

aboutwearingshoes,brushingmyteeth,takinga

bath!

Breezefrownedandlookedathisfeetbeforeathim

.

Breeze:What'supsunny?

Kagiso:Iwokeupinacemetery.OnNakedi'sgrave

.



Breeze:What?

Kagiso:Yeah..IdontevenknowhowIgotthere,all

Irememberislockingthedoorandgettinginbed

sleeping.Shehasn'tbeenvisitingmesinceRose's

weddingandnowIwakeuponhergrave.

Breeze:Soyouweresleepwalking?Forkilometers

fromhometothatcemetery?

Kagiso:Idon'tknow.CourseIwasn'ttiredwhenI

gotup.Myfeefweren'thurtingorsore.I'mnot

eveninjuredaninch.Talkaboutalittlecutfrom

treesorascratchfromsomething.Idonteven

rememberwalkingoutmydoororontheroad.

Breeze:uhm..Idon'tknowwhattosay.I'venever

seenapersonsleepwalkingorheardsomeonewho

experiencedit.Ihavenoideawhatit'slikeandhow

itis.ButI'msureyouwerebroughttherebyherfor

areason.

Kagiso:Andwhatreasoncouldthatactuallybe?I

meanRoseishappilymarriedtoarichguy,what

canpossiblybeagainstthat?

Breeze:Idontknow..butI'llhelpyoufindout.Go



takeabath.Youcanwearsomeofmyclothesuntil

wegetyounewonce.Youstillrememberyourroom

right?

Kagiso:yeah..

Breeze:Good.Dontworry.I'llhelpyouthrough

this.Sheneedstorestandstopbotheringyouguys.

Hepathisshoulderandhestoodupgoingtotakea

shower.Breezerubbedhisfaceashismindfilled.

Helickedhislipstandingandwentupstairs.He

didn'tknowhowhewasgoingtofaceAbigailand

liethroughhisteeth.That'sifherdecisionismade.

Hewalkedintothemasterbedroomandclosedthe

doorbehindhimwhenGailwalkedoutofhercloset

withawidesmileandranoverhugginghim.He

forcedasmiledwithherinhisarmsandtheypulled

backlookingateachother.

Gail:Iloveyou...andIwanttobewithyou.SorryI

wasn'taloyalwife.Sorryforhurtingyouandnever



thoughtthroughmydecision.Idecidedtotake

rusheddecisionsoutofpaintohurtyoubackbut

nowIknowbetter.I'mreallysorrybaby.Iloveyou

andIwantustostartover.Pleaseforgiveme.

Breeze:Iforgaveyoulongbeforeyouwereeven

gone.Whatwastheuseofmeholdingyouto

somethingthatyoucanttakebackandofwhichI

didandworse?Coursethat'llhurtmemorethanit

willhurtyou.Iloveyoutoo.

Gail:thankyoubaby.Ipromisetobeagoodwife

fromnowon.Tohonourandrespectyou.And

bringpeacealongwithhappinessintoourhome.

Shelayedherheadonhischestholdinghimtight.

Hesighedhuggingherbackandputhischinonher

head.

Gail:WhereisSagi?

Hepulledawayfromthehugandkissedher



foreheadbeforetakingoffhisclothes.Abigail

lookedathimasheignoredherquestionbusy

takingoffhisclothes.Hecouldn'tbelievehewas

abouttostarttheirnewchapterwithalie.

Gail:babewhereisSagi?

Breeze:Shedecidedtogoaway.

Gail:towhere?

Breeze:Shedidn'tsay.IfoundanotewhenIgot

backfromtheclubsayingsheneededabreakto

clearherhead.

Hewalkedintotheinsuitandturnedontheshower

lettingthecoldwaterlickhim.Gailsighedasthe

feelingtonotbelievinghimwashedoverher.He

didn'tlookgoodandhelostalittlebitofweight.

Shetookoffhergownremainingnakedandwalked

totheinsuit.Shesteppedintotheshowerand

walkedovertohimputtingherhandbehindhimand

startedrubbinghimtohischest.Shestarted



plantingwetkissedonhisbackwhenhebreathed

outfacingupandthewaterhithisface.Hewasn't

inthemood.Healwayswasdowntothisbuttoday

wasdifferent.Hewasn'tfeelinglikeit.

Breeze:NottodayGail.

Shekeptongoingkissinghisbacktryingtoheatup

hisbloodbuttodayhewasn'ttouchingherback.

Sheputherhandsonhischestwhenhegotheld

themandtookthemoffhimsteppingout.

Breeze:Isaidnottoday.I'mnotinthemood.

Hegrabbedatowelandwalkedoutleavingherin

themiddleoftheshower.Tearsburnedhereyesas

shestaredatwherehewalkedoutandmelteddown

crying.Maybehewaslyingwhenhesaidhe

forgaveheranddidn'tknowhowtotellher.Maybe

hewasnotintoheranymore.Shesatthereasthe



waterwashedoffhertearsasshesilentlycried.
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AtRose'shouse.

Mxolisidroveintotheyardandpressedtheremote

openingthegaragethenparkedinside.Heclosedit



andpulledhisbriefcasesteppingoutlooseninghis

tiekickingthedoorgoinginside.

Hisstomachcrumbledoutofhungerwhenhe

headedtothekitchenandopenedthefridgelooking

inside.Itwasalmostempty.Hebithislip

wonderingwhatsheate,howshewasdoing?and

allthoseconcernedquestions.Herushedoutand

threwthekeysandbriefcaseonthecouchgoing

upstairsbustingintotheirroom.

Mxolisi:Rose!

MeanwhileinthebathroomRose'sheartskipped

whenthedooropened.Shelistenedcarefullyand

smiledintearsrelaxing.

Rose:I'minhere!

Hisheartskippedthinkingtheworstrushinginand

stoppedbythedoorlookingatherinthebathtub.



Hebreathedoutheavilyandsmiledwhenhiseyes

fellonthepad.Hefrownedlookingatherashis

heartsank.

Mxolisi:Howareyoufeeling?Pains,headache?

Rose:I'mohk..whydoyouask?

Mxolisi:Becauseyouronyourperiods.

Rose:I'mnot.

Mxolisi:Youare.

Rose:I'mnot.

Mxolisi:Thenwhatareyoudoinginabathtubfull

ofwater?Isn'tthatthewaterpressurecanstop

yourflowtemporarily?

Rose:(smiling)Itcan,butI'mnotonmyperiods.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Soyoudonthaveanyabdominal

cramps?Headache?Tenderbreasts?Fa-

Rose:(smiling)Tenderbreasts?Howdoyouknow

allthis?



Mxolisi:Welllet'ssee..

Hebalancedhimselfonthedoorway.

Mxolisi:Igotamother-

Rose:(chuckled)yourmother?

Mxolisi:Nolisten.Igotamotherandshehasa

daughter.SoIusedtobabysither.Attheageof11

shehadherfirstperiodswithmearound.SoI

askedquestionsonmediaandGoogled.Iwas

terrifiedatfirstthinkingshehadsomesortof

cervicalcancercoursingavaginalbleeding.But

luckilyitwasn'tthat.

Rose:Outofallthingyouthoughtofcancer?

Mxolisi:Iwasstillanerdbythen.Butwiththehelp

ofagirlfriendIrealizeditwasn'tanythingbadbut

health.SoIstartedaskingherquestionsandshe'd

answermewithouthidinganythingfromme.I

knowalotaboutwomen.I'vebeenaroundthemfor

alongtimegirl.Areyouonyourdates?Anddont



liecourseIhaveyourpadinmyhand.

Rosestoodstillinthewaterandbitherlip.This

wasawkward.

Mxolisi:I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellme.

ThoughIknowIwantyoutosayit.

Sheclosedhereyesandsighedsmilingbefore

standinginthebath.Mxolisigaspedlookingather

clearinghisthroatfeelinghisboywakeup.Hebit

hislipputtinghishandsinthepocketslooking

away.

Mxolisi:Iguessit'sayes.

Rose:Areyoulookingatme?

Mxolisi:YouknewIwashereandstoodupjust

afterItoldyouIwasn'tgoinganywhereuntilyoutell

me.Besides..(clearinghisthroat)it'snotlikeit's



forthefirsttimeseeingyounaked.

Rose'smouthdroppedwithhereyesclosedand

couldn'thelpbutlaugh.Heturnedlookingather

laughingandjoinedinpullingatowelwalking

towardsher.Hestoodbeforeherandlookedather

mammaryglands.Theywereroundedfullboobs,

socharmingandseductive.Hebithislipgoing

downtoherabsandstoppedbeforelookingdown

there.

Mxolisi:Liftupyourhands.

Sheliftedherhandsandhewrappedherwiththe

towelbeforescoopingherasshelaughedgoingto

thebedroomtohelpher.Afterawhileheordered

foodonlineandtheysatonthebedwaitingovera

chatgettingtoknoweachother.Hetookouthis

phoneandtypedoneofhismosttrustedcousina

massagebeforeputtingitdown.Heneeded

someonetowatchoverhertomorrow.



Thenextday.

AtBreezes.

BreezestaredattheceilingwithGailsleepingonhis

chest.Hesighedgrabbinghisphoneonthe

headboardlookingattheclock.Hertrialwas

startingat7o'clockinthemorninganditwas5am.

Hesighedputtingthephonedowngentlycaressing

Gail'shair.Hekissedherheadbeforegentlylaying

heronthesideandgotoffthebedheadingtothe

shower.Hestoodbythemirrorlookingathimself

astearsburnedhiseyes.Nowthisonehella

weakness.Hepulledhisteethbrushandapplieda

toothpastebrushinghisteeth.Whenhewasdone

hesoakedhismouthandsighedasquestions

crossedhismind.

Howwillshecopeinthereforayear?.Blameand

guiltwashedoverhimwhenatearrandownhis

cheek.Nowhiswifewasgoingtospendher



mertenintyandlifetimeinprison.Amentalprison

ontopofthat.Heshookhisheadrubbinghistear

andtookoffhispjpantsandboxerandstepped

intotheshoweropeningthecoldwater.

Afterawhilehesteppedoutanddriedhimself

walkingtohisclosetandgotdressed.Hethen

walkedoutgrabbinghisphoneandheadedto

Kagiso'sroomandfoundhimsittingonthefloor

leaningonthebed.

Breeze:Hey..areyouohk?

Kagiso:yeah..justdidn'twanttosleep.

Breeze:Whynot?

Kagiso:Idontwantwhathappenedtheothernight

torepeatitself.Thethoughtofwakingupinthe

cemeteryjustscaresthehelloutofme.Whatwill

peoplethinkofmewhentheycometoburytheir

lovedoneandfindmelayingonhergrave?Ase

gonabatlarekemoloiwamonna?Doyouknow



whatthey'lldotome?(Teary)Ijustwantherto

leavemealone.Mymotherissickandworried

aboutmeatthesametime.Thelookonherface

everytimeIzoomoutcracksme.Shehurtingmy

lovedones.IknowIloveRosebutwhataboutmy

mother?Wheredoessheputherandmyloved

ones?Roseismarriedwhatelsedoesshewant?

Shemovedon!WhydoIhavetogetuponher

grave?Igotexamsforchristsake!Whyme?Why

doeseverythingalwayshavetobeme?WhohaveI

wrongedonthisplanet?Whydidihavetobethe

chosenone?

HelookedatBreezewhenatearrandownhischeek

anddroppedhishead.Breezestoodtherelooking

athimnotknowinghowtoanswerhisrhetoric

questionthoughithurthimseeinghimlikethat.

Kagiso:NotsolongagoIwasbeatenbyanangry

communityforvisitingmygirlfriend.Theydidn't

evengivemethechancetoexplainmyself.Ispent



twomonthsinthehospitalhavingnightmares.

WhichbringsmetothepointthatI'vebeenseeinga

ghost.Ifalloffrommybed,stoep,chair

everywhere!IgetcalledoutbutwhenIlook,there's

noonethere.SometimesIfeelcrazy.

Herubbedhistearandrubbedhishandstogether

lookingatBreeze.

Kagiso:I'mmean..I'mjustapoorboy.Uneducated

-

Breeze:butyouronthatnowaren'tyou?

Kagiso:butisn'tshetryingtoruinthatforme?!

Lookatwhatshe'sdoing?Shecareslessaboutmy

futureandmoreaboutherfriend,andbytheway

whoismarried.Whataboutme?Whydoesshe

havetoplaywithmyfuturelikethisjustsoshecan

getwhatshewants?

Breeze:Idontknow.IcantanswertosomethingI

don'tknow.IgrewupmodernandInever



experienceanythingthatinvolvedtheunderground

gang.OnlywhenIgotmarried.ButI'msurethere's

somethingshesee'sfromfarwayinthefutureand

she'stryingtocorrectitnow.Maybeshe'stryingto

protectyouandRosefromsomethingthat'scoming

.

Kagiso:Butwhyallthetorture?

Hebithisliprubbinghishandsagaintogetherwhen

hefrownedlookingatBreeze.

Kagiso:holdon..ifI'mgoingthroughthis,what's

happeningtoRose?

AtOdirile'shouse.

OdirilegrabbedahandfulofBonolo'shairholding

tightonherwaisthittingherfromthebackasshe

pulledthesheetsmoaningfordearlife.Their

moansfilledtheroomwhenherbodymuscles



twitcheduncontrollablyasherbreathingandheart

beatratechangedandherskinflashedfeeling

tension.

Bonolo:(moaning)Od-ir-ahh..I'mclo-aah

Theybothreleasedatthesametimewhenhepulled

herdippingitallinshootinghisfamilyinsideofher.

Theybothcollapsedonthebedbreathingheavilyas

herpussythrobbed.Hepulledherwhenshe

frowned.

Bonolo:(pouted)I'mtired..

Odirile:(smiling)Iknow.Letmegoprepareyoua

bath.

Hepulledherwithherchinandkissedherbefore

gettingoffthebed.Hisphonevibratedonthe

headboardwhenhepulledingoingtothebathroom.



Odirile:Heyman!

Breeze:yousoundhappy.What'sup?

Odirile:(smiling)nothing.

Breeze:Nothing?Really?

Odirile:yeah..what'sup?

Breeze:Justwantedtofindoutifyou'llbeableto

makeit.Yourtheonlyfriendshehastoo.

Odirile:Yeah..I'llbethere.Iwontletmysmucles

facethejudgeallbyherself.

Breeze:ohkthanksman.I'llseeyouthere.

Odirile:Yeah..butIhavecompany.

Breeze:(chuckled)agirl?

Odirile:(smiling)Nonofyourbusiness.

Breeze:Isitthesameoneyou'vebeencryingabout

?

Odirile:yeahman.FinallyIgother.ManIlovethis

woman.I'mreallyintoherandIdonteverwantto



lethergo.

Breeze:butyousaidshehadaboyfriend.Didthey

breakup?Oryourhersidenigga?

Odirile:Breezeyoursupposedtobemyfriendat

thismomentandcongratulateme.BehappythatI

foundhappinessalsoatlast.

Breeze:I'mjusttryingtolookoutforyou.Idont

wantyougettingcoughtinthemiddleofafightover

agirl.IknowyouloveherallI'maskingisyoube

careful.Donttakerushingdecisionsyetjust

becauseyoutappedherpussyanditfeltgreat.

Studyherfirst.

Odirile:ComeonBreeze.

Breeze:Iamhappyforyouman.TrustmeIam.

I'mjustlookingoutformyonlyfriendinthisworld.

Congratulationsman.

Odirile:(smiling)Thankyou

Breeze:Cantwaittomeetthatbitchthatreplaced

mygirlsandmeinthatheartofyours.

Odirile:(laughed)Fuckyouman!Fuckyou!



Theybothlaughedandhangupthenheadded

waterformingbubblesasthebathtubfilled.He

wentbackandthrewthephoneonthebedpicking

herupheadingtothebathroom.

Odirile:Iwantyoutoaccompanymesomewhere.

Please.

Bonolo:(sleepy)aslongasyouwontfuckmewhen

wegettherecourseI'mburning.

Odirile:(smiling)iwont.It'sinpublic.

Shesmiledastheygotinthebathandshelayedon

hischest.

AtBreezes.

AbigailsmiledtossingtoBreezesidewhenshe

frownedraisingherupperbody.Shelookedaround



theroomgettingoffthebedandpulledhergown.

It'sbeenamonthsinceshehadhisdickandhe

disappearsonherlikethis.Shecheckedthe

bathroomandhewasn'tthere.Shesighedand

turnedaroundheadingout.

OnherwaydownstairsshepassedbyKagiso's

roomwhenshestoppedonhertracks.Shebither

lipasherinnerpartsobadlywantedtoseethis

beautifulguyinthere.Shebitherselfveryhardand

tookbabystepsbackstandingbytheslightlyopen

doorlookingathimsittingonthemathwithhis

headdown.Hehadbraidedhishairinto6long

braids.Damnthisguy!

Shebutherlipfightingtojustgointhereandmake

upaconversationjusttograbhisattention.

MeanwhileKagisoopenedhiseyesstillfacing

downfeelingsomeone'seyesonhim.Heraisedhis

headandfindingnooneandsighedfacingdown

again.

MeanwhileGail'sheartpoundedsohardonher

chestbythewallwhensheheldhermouthtrying



nottomakeasound.Shetookoffhersleepersand

pickedthemsneakingaway.

Around6:30am

AttheStateCourt.

Breezesatinthecarlookingatthetimeashisheart

keptracing.Heknewhehadtobestrongforher

butthentheweaknesskeptoccupyinghim.He

closedhiseyesleaningbackputtinghishands

together.

Breeze:Lord..IknowI'mnotmuchofaprayeranda

hugesinnerbeforeyoureyes.Ihumblemyself

beforeyoutobewithmywifeandbaby.Asshe

battlestodayincourt,itisnotthelawyerIputmy

trustin,norisitthejudge,buttoyou.Iprayyou

hearmycries.Yourmyonlyhope.Inyourunfailing

love,comealongsideherinthiscourt.Makeyour



wayplainforhertofollow.HelpMxolisitospeak

clearly,confidently,andconvincinglywhenhe

standsupformywife.Shineyourloveuponher

andletherliveunderyourshadow.(Teary)Bewith

her.Amen.

Heclosedhiseyesforawhilewhensomeone

knockedonthewindow.ItwasOdirile.Hesmiled

wipinghistearsandgrabbedhisphoneandkeys

steppingouthugginghim.

Odirile:She'llpullthroughman.

Breeze:Ihopeso.

Odirile:Comeonman.Dontlosehope.Yougatta

bethereforher.

Breeze:Iknow.

Odirile:(smiling)Whereyoucrying?

Breeze:(smiling)couldn'thelpit.I'mhurt.Alot.



Acarparkednexttothemwhentheybothturned

lookingatit.Janesteppedoutandsmiledlooking

atthemclosingthedoor.

Jane:Hiiboys.

Odirile:Hii

Breezelookedatherasshewalkedintothebuilding

withangerboilinginsideofhim.Heshookhishead

andturnedhisattentiontoOdirile.

Breeze:Sowhereistheladyofthemoment?

Hewalkedtohiscarandpeekedthroughthe

window.MeanwhileBonolo'sheartpounded

lookingatBreezewhentheylockedeyes.Breeze

frownedopeningthedoornotsureandlookedat

herwhenhisjawsdropped.Bonololickedherdry

lipsshamefullyandembarrassedavoidinghiseyes.



Odirile:AllhailtoBreeze!

Breezesnappedandturnedlookingathimforcinga

smile.

Breeze:Wow!Uhm..she'sbeautiful!Jackpotman

!

Odirile:Thankyou.BabethisismyfriendBreeze.

BreezethisisBonolo.Mygirlfriend.

Breeze:Hii.

Bonolo:(low)Hii.

Odirilehelpedheroutofthecarassheavoided

Breeze'seyes.Breezescoffedunbelievablyand

lookedathiswatch.

Breeze:Itsabouttostart9minsleft.Webetterget



in

Odirile:Yeah.

Breezelookedatthemholdinghandsandsmirked

pacingintothecourtroom.NowitseemslikeJuicy

Wrldwasright-Allgirlsarethesame.Butheynone

ofhisbusiness.HisheartsanklookingatSagiin

hermaternitydresscuffedbeingescortedin.So

thiswasreallyhappening.

Sheturnedlookingaroundwhenshespotted

Breezeandsmiledtryinghardnottoshowhow

muchofafearshewascarrying.Hesmiledback

andsheturnedlookingaroundforanyfamiliarface

whenhereyesfellonJanerubbingherbumpwitha

smileonherface.Justbylookingathershefelt

likeshecouldjustbreakthiscuffsandgostrangle

hertodeath.Shebreathedoutshakingherhead

whenheryesfellonOdirileandthegirlsheonce

sawatthemall.Sheputonasmilewhenhewaved

ather.MeanwhileBreezelookedatMxolisiwhen

theybothslightlybowedtheirheadsandheopened



hisfilefixinghissuit.

Bailing:Allrise.(Everyonestoodupasthejudge

satdown)DepartmentOneoftheStateCourtisnow

insession.JudgeMikeWilliamsonpresiding.

Pleasebeseated.

Theallsatdownandnosoundwasmade.

Judge:Goodmorning,ladiesandgentlemen.

CallingoutthecaseofJaneLyonversesSagiLyon.

Arebothsidesready?

Janeslawyer:Readyyourhonour.

Mxolisi:Readyforthedefendantyourhonour.

Theclerksaidhispartandthetrialbeganasthey

crossedfingers

.
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Thewholeofcourtroomwentsilentasthejudge

wrotesomethingdown.

Sagispalmsgotsweatywhensherubbedthemon

herdressturninggivingJaneadarelook.She

shookherheadandturnedtoBreezewhohadbit

hislipwithanxietyandclosedhiseyesshakinghis



head.Youcouldtellthatthiswastakingitstallon

him.Behindhim,Odirilenoticedhimshakingand

reachedoutsqueezinghisshoulderasBonolo

lookedatthem.Theyweremorelikebrothersthan

friends.

Sagiseyeswelledupbeforeturningandrubbedher

bumplookingatthejudgeasheraisedhishead

lookingatherback.

Judge:Assaultinganunbornchildbasedonthe

degreeofharmthebabysustainedmeaningthe

higherthelevelofharmthegreaterthecriminal

penalties.Assaultofapregnantwomaninthethird

degreethereforelookingatyourhealthstatement,

MrsSagiLyon,yourherebychargedwiththe3rd

degreeharmofassaultandsentencedfor9months

intheMentalprisonn-.....

Sagisearsimmediatelybecameparalyzedwhen

Breeze'seyespoppedwithhisjawsdroppedas

theirheartpoundedtothelast.Boththeireyes



welledupintearsandstartedrolling.Theyboth

turnedlookingatJanewhenshesmiledwavingand

satbacklisteningfurther.

MeanwhileOdirilefrownedlookingatthejudge

closingthefileandstoodupleavingtheroom.Did

heevenrealizethatSagiwasalsopregnant?Didhe

evenhearthepartwheretheysaidJanewasthe

onethatcametoherhouse?Thepartwherethey

saidJanewastheonetobreakinbetweentheir

marriage?Becouseshewasblack?Ortheonlythe

partweresheassaultedapregnantwomanand

mentalhealth.Thewholecourtroomstoodup

leavingasthepoliceofficerwalkedovertoSagi

escortingherasshesilentlycried.

Mxolisieyeswelledupwhenhiskneesgotweak

andhemeltedonthechairrubbinghishead.He

justdisappointedhisclientwhensheneededher

themost.Hehimselfcouldtellthatthejudge

chargedunfairlyanddidn'tsitwellwithhim.He'll

havetodowhateverittakestogetheroutofthere,

forRoseofcourse.

MeanwhileOdirilewalkedtoBreezeasheburiedhis



faceinhispalmsandpulledhimupforatighthug.

Odirile:I'msorryman.

Breeze:(crying)Shewontsurviveit,shewont.

Odirile:Hey..Sagiisafighter.Youknowthat.

She'llmakeit.Allyougattadonowisbetherefor

heremotionally.Wipeawaythosetears.

Breeze:ThatwasunfairandsoUnlawfulofhimto

chargeherlikethat.

Odirile:Iknowman.Iknow.

MeanwhileMxolisipackedthefileandputitinhis

briefcasebeforewalkingovertothem.Hestood

infrontofthemnotknowingwhattosaywhen

Breezegavehimhishandandtheybrohugged.

Breeze:Thanksman.

Mxolisi:Dontthankmeyet.I'mgoingtodowithall

inpowertogetheroutofthere.Thejudge



sentencedherunfairlywithoutlookingatbothsides

.Thefaironewasforhertospendatleast90day

inprison.

Odirile:Ware90?!

Mxolisi:Yeah..lookmanwearenottalkingabout

harmingaregularpersonhere.Wearetalking

aboutapregnantwoman.Sagicouldhavecoursed

alotmorethanbodyharmtoJane,whichisdeath

tothebabyorcoursemajorharmtoit.

Breeze:Sowhatnow?

Mxolisi:NowI'mgoingto-

Breeze:Holdon..

Hequicklyrushedoutwhenhespottedtwopolice

officersloadingherintothevanandranover.

Breeze:Hey..CanIpleasetalkher.Justtosay

goodbye.She'smywife.

Officer:1minute.



Theyhelpedheroutwhensheputonthatinnocent

smileandliftedherhandsforhimtogetinbetween

andtheykissedforthewholeminuteastheofficers

stoodby.

Officer1:hey...!We'rehereyouknow.Wearenot

gay.

Theybrokethekisslaughingaltogether.Shelet

himoutandhehuggedherfordearlife.

Breeze:I'mgoingtogetyououtofthere.Ipromise.

Sagi:Ihatethattone.Dontbreakmeoutplease.

Breeze:(chuckles)Really?

Sagi:Yeah..

Hebrokethehugholdingherbumpastearsbultup



lookingatitthenather.

Breeze:I'msorryIdisappointedyou.Thisisallmy

fault.

Sagi:Noit'snotbaby.

Breeze:Itis.IfIhadn'tcheatedallthiswouldn't

havecameabout.IfIhadn't-

Sagi:YoudoknowIhate"if's"right?

Breeze:Idobut-

Sagi:noBreeze.Yeahyoucheated,fine.Butare

yougoingtospendtherestofthedaysregretting

andwiththeendlessapologiesortryingtoprove

yourselftomethatyouwonteverrepeatit?Breeze

Ididthis.Withouthesitationorremorse.Iknew

whatIwasdoingwhenIlaidmyhandsonher

thoughIwishshecouldbegratefulIdidn'tstandon

herbellywithmytwofeetcoursetrustmeIwanted

too.

Breeze:Youwantedtokillmy-Imeanherbaby?

Sagi:Yeah..itsfineyoucansayyourbaby.YesI



did.TrustmeIdid.Iwantedtosteponheruntil

shegavebirthtothatbabystillintheamnioticsac

andleavehertodie.

Breeze:What?

Officers:What?!

Sagi:Nothing..allI'msayingis,Iforgaveyou.And

Iwantyoutostopworryingaboutme,Icantake

careofmyself.

Breeze:Babethey'resendingyoutoamental

prison.Youdorealizeyourgoingtofacelunatics

andpsychosthere?

Sagi:I'malsooneofthem.Adevilindisguise.

ShewinkedwithasmirkwithBreezeandthe

officerslookingather.Thelookonherfacewas

theonethatbotheredthemost.Shehadsomething

inthatheadofherbuthecouldn'tputafingeronit.

Meanwhiletheofficerslookedatherunbelievably.

Howdoeshekeepupwithher?Shekissedhimone

lasttimeandgotintothevan.



Sagi:GotakecareofGail.She'llbebackanytime

nowandshe'llneedyoumorethanever.That'sif

youstillhavethekeystoherheart.Loveher.And

youtwomakesureyoudontrippeachothershearts

apartwhileI'minthere.Goonandbehappy

withoutmecourseIdontknowhowprisonwill

changeme.I'llshieldourbaby,Ipromiseyouthat.

Iwon'tletharmcometoitaslongasIstillhaveair

inmylungsandmybloodrunningthroughitsveins.

After2months..youcancomeandgetourbaby

andI'llseeherorhimafteramonth.

Breeze:Whydoesthissoundlikeagoodbye?

Sagi:That'sbecauseitis.Idontwantyoutocome

visitmewhenI'minthere-

Breeze:Waitwhat?!

Sagi:Yeah..

Breeze:nowyouhaveofficiallylostit.There'sno

wayI'mgoingtoletmywifeandchildt-

Sagi:Breezeyoucouldn'tkeepyourpromisesand



standyourwords.Theleastleastyoucoulddois

honourmyonlywish.Idontwantyoutocomevisit

me.Ohk...

Breeze:NoIcanthonourthat.Tryanotherone.

Sagi:Moveonwithoutme.

Breeze:Noanotherone.I'mnotabouttodothat.

Sagi:thereareonlytwowishesinmybook.

Breeze:Saginoo..!

Shegotintothevanandtheofficersclosedthe

door.Oneofthemsqueezedhisshoulderbefore

goingtotheothersideandtheydroveoff.

Odirilewatchedfromafarlookingathimbreaking

downlikethat.Heneverthoughthe'dseethisday

coming.HeturnedtoBonoloandgaveherthecar

keysbeforekissinghercheek.

Odirile:I'llcatchyoulater.Youcantakeitwithyou

home.IthinkI'llbewithhimfortheday,hetends



tomisbehaveduringhisbreakdown.

Bonolo:ohk..

Shetookthecarkeysandleftthenhewalkedover

toBreezeandhuggedhimbeforetheywalkedtohis

caranddroveoff.

AtBreezes.

Kagisowalkeddownthestairsinsweatpantsanda

hugeteewithsleeperslookingmorelikeabadboy

withthose6braidsonhishead.

Hepassedbyatelephonewhenhewalkedbackand

pickeditdialinghismother.

Meanwhile..Gailheardfootstepsinthekitchen

whenshestoppedchoppingtheonionandlistened

attentively.Hisvoicecouldmakeyouloweryour

pantieslikeitornot.Sheblushedhearinghim

sayingIloveyoutoooverthephoneasifhewas

referringtoher.Sheputtheonionsinthe



buttermilkandcheckedthesteakasKagisowalked

inthekitchen.

Kagiso:Hii..

Gail:(smiling)Hey..howareyou?

Kagiso:I'mgood.You?

Gail:I'mgood.Howwasyoursleep?Sleptwell?

Kagiso:Uhm...yeah..Idid.You?

Gail:Somethinglikethat.Ithoughtmyfirstdayat

homeaftersolongwillpleaseyourdadbutIwas

wrong.Heisignoringme.

Kagiso:Whywouldheignoreyou?Didyoudo

something?

Gail:Actuallywedidsomething,justthatIdiditout

ofrevengeandpain.

Kagiso:theonlythingthatcanmakecouples

ignoreeachotherandsinceyousaidrevengeI

guessyouguybothsteppedout.

Gail:(smiling)rrrrrrright!



Kagiso:spwhydon'tyouguysfixthis.Imeanall

threeofyoucanjusteasilysitdownandtalkthings

throughotherthanactinglikepeoplemyage.Your

oldersoI'msureyouknowcommunicationisone

ofthekeysinmarriage.I'minnotmistaken.

Gail:yournot.ButBreezeisthekindtobelievethat

actionspeakslouderthanwords.

Kagiso:thenproveyourselftohim.Lethimknow

thatyoursorryandyoulovehim.Earneachothers

trustback.Isawthewasheleftearliertoday.His

emotionsweresolowandhadeyesfullofanxiety

alongwithheartbreak.IgottoreadhimthedaysI

spendwithhimandheishurt.Ididn'tknowwhy

butnowIdo.Talktohim.

Gail:(chuckled)youthinkIdidn'ttrythat?..Itrust

meboy..Idid.IwaswithhimandSagiatthe

hospitalwhenweallpouredourselvesoutand

talkedthrough.Weevenlaughedandandsnuggled

inonebedsinglebedbeforehecouldsendme

awaytofindmyself.NowthatIdidandIwanthim

heignoresme.IdontknowifitsbecauseSagiisnot

aroundorit'smewhohedoesn'twantanymore.



Kagiso:Ifthere'sonethingIlearnedofhimisthat

hecaresaboutyoutwo.Somuch.

Gail:Breezecaresalot.Hecaresabouteveryone.

Youcantdifferentiatebetweenloveandcare.He

caresaboutyoutoo.Heevencallyouhisson.

Kagiso:(smiling)yeah..heisaniceguy.Butjusttry

totalktohimandatleastmakeout,itactually

works.

Gail:(laughs)Makeout?ItriedthatKg.Still.

Kagiso:Thengivehimalittlebitoftimeandinthe

meantimeproveyourselftohim.Helovesyou.

Time.Shelookedathimwhenhesmiledblinking

likeababyandshelaughed.

Gail:(smiling)Stopdoingthat.

Kagiso:(smiling)What?

Shesmiledlookingathim.Hiseyelasheswerelike



theywerewateryevenwhentheirnotwiththose

cutebeautifulbrowneyes.Heevenhadadimple

thesamesideasBreezewithanarrownoseand

clearskin.You'dswearhe'sgay.Sheshookher

headandtookouttheonionsinthebuttermilkand

dippedthemintheallpurposeflour.

Gail:Caretohelp?

Kagiso:Nop.Idontwanttomessupyourdishes.I

onlycookAfricanfood.That'swhatI'mgoodat.

Notfryingonionsandapplyingwhateveryou

appliedonthatsteak.Anddefinitelynotabletodo

that(pointed)

Gail:(laughing)Thosearechickennuggets.Come

on.I'llteachyou.

Kagiso:No..Iwillmessthisup.

Gail:Wellthere'safirsttimeforeverything.Come.

Kagisobithislipsendingchillsdownherspineand

stoodupwashinghishands.Shepassedhimthe



onionsandtoughthimhowtomakeonionrings

overalittlechat.
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AtClub808



Breezegulpedthe30thshotbeforequicklytakinga

pieceoflemonandswallowedit.Odirilelookedat

himasheraisedhishandcallingthebartender.

Breeze:giveme10moreshots.Justkeepthem

coming.OhandthatbottleofTheBalvenie.

Odirilelookedathimashegalpedanotherglassof

strongliquorandclenchedhisjawsastheburning

tastelandedinside.

Breeze:wow..!

HeturnedlookingatOdirilewhohasbeenlookingat

himstillholdingthefirstglass.Hescoffedwhenthe

bartenderputhisordersbeforehimandleft.

Breeze:Arejustgonnasittheregawking?



Odirile:Yeah..Ithinkso.

Breeze:ohk..(raisedglass)Tomymiserablelife.

Cheers!

ThebartenderturnedlookingatthemwhenBreeze

stoodupholdingthebottleandwenttositonthe

chairs.Odirileturnedstillsittingonthebarlooking

athim.

Bartender:Areyoujustgonnalethimdrinklikethat?

Odirile:Fortoday.Yep.

Bartender:Why?

Odirile:likehesaid...He'slifeisfuckedatthispoint.

IwanthimtodrinkandallsothatwhenIgivehima

pieceofme,hedoesn'tthrowitinhisbincoursehe

listenstonoone.He'shurt.Alot.

Bartender:andyouasafriendyoulethimdrawn

hissorrowinalcohol?Whatafriendyouareboss.

Odirile:ActuallythereasonwhyI'mlettinghim



drinkisbecausethepastweekhe'sbeenona

downfallandtodayhewitnessedashockingevent

ofhislifeunfoldbeforehiseyes.SoasaFRIEND

I'mlettinghimdrinkbecauseit'llhelpreducethe

riskofhimhavingstrokesanddevelopingsome

heartdiseases.

Bartender:understood.Butdidyouknowthereare

alsorisksforheavyalcoholuse?

Odirile:yeah..That'swhyIsaidfortodaymate.

Bartender:Cool.

Hepickedhisglassandcarriedonkeepinghiseye

onhim.

MeanwhileBreezesphonerangcountlessly

unansweredinthecarwithnoonetoanswer.

AtBreeze's.

Gailtriedhimforthe10thtimebutthewasno



answer.Shesighedputtingthephonebackinthe

pocketandwalkedtothediningroomwhereKagiso

wasstandingbyapieceofartonthewalllookingat

it.Shesmiledandwalkedoverstandingnexttohim.

Gail:Youlikeit.

Kagiso:Yeah..It'sfullofemotions.Complicated.

Gail:tellmehowyoufeelaboutit.Thefeelingit

spreads.

Kagiso:RedforloveorPain.Pinkinhereyes,

cheerful.Thelittlebitofblueintheeyestooguess

she'scalm.ThisgreencoloraroundherIsuppose

that'ssafety.(narrowedeyebrows)Isthisaboutyou?

Gail:What?No!Maybe-sometimes.Actuallyno.

It'snot.Imadethataftermymomlostmydad.She

wasfullofloveandcalmafterhispassing.She

alwayssaidshefelthispresenceeverydayandin

hereyesallyoucouldseewaslove,alwayscheerful

andwouldn'tnoticethepainbehindthat.Imade

thatafterher.



Kagiso:Wow!It'sbeautifulandtouching.Yourgood

atthis.Iloveit.

Gail:thankyou.Howdoyouknowwhatthecolors

represent?Didyoustudyart?

Kagiso:No.Ineverstudiedart.Justthatwhenyou

growupwithnothing,youfindyourselfexploring

theworldaroundyou.Youtrytofindthebeautyin

everything.

Gail:oh..That'stouching.

Kagisoturnedlookingatherwhenshelookedat

himtooandhesmiledwalkingtothenextone.She

smiledfollowinghimwhentheystoppedontheone

withadarkskinnedgirlsittingonthechairplaying

piano.Helookedatitandthelongcuirlyhairshe

hadbeforelookingatGail.

Kagiso:Iguessthat'stheotherladyofthehouse?

Gail:Nop.Sowhatdoyouthinkofit?

Kagiso:it'sdark.



Gail:and..

Kagiso:Emotional..Morelikeshe'saloneinthe

darkwithnoonetolandahand.Noonetoconfide

in.Alone.Allbyherself.Whoisthat?

Gaillookedatthepicturebeforesighingandlooked

athim.

Gail:mybrotherinlawschild,Rosella.She'sjust

goingthrougharoughpatchafterherfriend's

passingandnooneisabletohelpher.She'sall

aloneinherownworld.Iknowsomewhereinher

there'sstillthatlittlegirl,beautifulsoulwaitingtobe

rescued.Callingoutloudbutwithnooneraising

theirheadstohearher,shareherpain.Lostinthe

darknessandpain.

Kagisoturnedlookingatherbeforebackatthe

picturebitinghislip.Sothat'sit.Hewaschosento

rescueherfromthedarknessshewasburiedin.But



howwillhedothatwhensheisalreadymarried.

Matteroffacthowisshedoingnowifheiswaking

upingraveyards?

Kagiso:Doyouhavehernumber?

Gail:YoumeanRose?

Kagiso:yeah.SeeIoncemetherandsomehowI

fellforher.

Gail:what?

Kagiso:yeah..Crazytodropitlikethat-Iknow.But

Ireallyneedtospeaktoherplease.Mother.

Shelookedathimandcouldn'thelpbutlaughat

that'mother'attheend.Ormaybewasitbecauseit

soundedgoodcomingfromhim.Sheshookher

headandtookoutherphoneunlockingitandgave

ittohim.

Gail:I'llbeupstairs.



Kagiso:Ohk..thanksbytheway.

Gail:noproblem.Son.

Hechucklelookingatherasshewentupstairs.She

hadanicefigurethough.Heshookhisheadbefore

checkinghercontacts.Hescrolledthroughwhen

hiseyeslandedonMxolisi.Coulditbethesame

onethatmarriedRose?Hebithislipandscrolled

furtheruntilhefoundhersanddialedthembythey

weren'tavailable.Hetriedafewtimesbutstill.

Heclenchedhisjawsandhangupbeforedialing

Mxolisiwithapoundingheart.

Mxolisi:Neverthoughtillreceiveacallfromyou

Abi.

Kagiso: What?

AtRose'shouse.



Aminbefore.

MxolisiwasinthekitchenmakingfoodforRose

whenhisphonerangonthecounter.Hegrabbed

thedishclothandwipedhishandsashiscousin

passedbyheadingout.

Her:ohk..I'mleaving.Seeyoutomorrow.

Mxolisi:thankyouforstayingwithher.Ireally

appreciateit.Don'tforgettozipyourmouthabout

this.It'sourlittlesecret.

Her:don'tworry.It'skeptcuz.Butseriously..You

needtodosomethingaboutthis.Youcouldn'tfind

anythingwrongwithher,whatifit'snotsomething

thatneedsmedicalattention?

Mxolisi:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Idon'tknow.I'mjustsayingyouneedtoflipall

thecards.YouranAfrican.NotanAmerican.Bye.

Mxolisi:Yourbeingweird.

Her:That'smymiddlename.



Shesmiledhangingherbackpackandleft.He

shookhisheadpickingthephonewhenhisheart

skipped.Hesmiledbitinghislipandanswered.

Mxolisi:NeverthoughtI'dreceiveacallfromyou

Abi.

Malevoice:What?

Hequicklymovedthephonefromhisearand

lookedatthecaller'snamebeforeputtingitbackon

hisearashisheartpounded.

Mxolisi:Breeze?

Male:No..Hisson.Kagiso.

Mxolisi:(breathedout)oh..Pheww.Hii.Howare

you?

Kagiso:I'mgood.You?



Mxolisi:Good.Didn'tknowAbigailhadason

(chuckle)wow.

Kagiso:guesslifeisfullofsurprises,isn't?

Mxolisi:yeah..HowmayIhelpman.

Kagiso:canIpleasetalktoRose?I'vebeentrying

herphonebutitdidgothrough.

Mxolisi:sure...

Mxolisirubbedhiseyesfeelingstupidbefore

pickingthetrayandwalkedtothebedroomwhere

Rosewassittingonthebedleaningontheboard.

Heputthetrayontheheadboardbeforeholdingher

handgivingherthephoneontheotherone.

Mxolisi:here..Yourcousinwantstospeaktoyou.

Rose:Mycousin?

Mxolisi:yeah..HesaidhisnameisKagiso.

Rose:(smiled)Kagiso.



Shequicklyputthephoneonherearastears

startedtoburnhereyessmiling.Mxolisilookedat

herandcouldn'thelpbutsmile.

Rose:Kagiso?

Kagiso:Heybabe.Howareyou?Areyoufeeling

good?Everythingohk?

Rose:(crying)No..

Kagiso:Hey..Hey..Don'tcry.Talktome.What'sup?

Rose:(cried)Ilostmyeyesite.I'mblind.

.
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AtBreezes

Kagisomouthslidapartwithhiseyespoppedashe

feltlikehisearsweredeceivinghim.Heputhis

handonhisforeheadwhenhestartedwalking

aroundasshecriedoverthephone.Thiswas

gettingoutofhand.

Kagiso:Dontcry..talktome.Whathappened?

Rose:(crying)ItallstartedamonthafterIgot

married.Istartedtogetcoldchillsandsuddenly

faint.I'llliterallyfeelcoldeventhoughtheweather

outsideisfine.AndthendaysagowhenIwas



steppingoutofashower,Ijustlostmysite.

Kagiso:Haveyoutriedconsultingadoctorabout

this?

Rose:Wedid.Wetried.Butalltheygavemewas

thesameanswerthattherewasnothingwrongwith

me.

Kagiso:By"We"youmeanyouandwho?

Rose:Mxolisi.He'sbeenthereforme.An-

Kagiso:Nono.Itsohk.

Rose:(sighed)He'smyhusbandnowKagiso.

We'remarried.He'sbeenthereformethepast

coupleofroughdays.He-

Kagiso:Youdon'treallyhavetorubitindarling.I

know.AndIhavenothingagainstyourhusband.He

seemsnice

Rose:Kagisohe'sbeennicetome.Cari-

Kagiso:Idon'treallywanttoknowfulldetailsabout

yourmarriagelife.IthinkI'llpassonthatone.



Theybothkeptquietwhenhestoppedinfrontofher

portraitandsighedlookingatit.

Kagiso:I'msorry.Thatwasrudeofme.

Rose:Whyareyoutalkingtomelikethat?

Kagiso:(sighedagain)Let'ssee..becauseIlove

you.Andithurtshearingyoupraiseanotherguy

likethat.

Rose:Buthe'spartofmylifenow.He'sapartof

me,youneedtounderstandthat.

Kagiso:Fine.I'llrespectthat.

AtRose'shouse.

Mxolisilookedatherwhenasmilepulledhislips.

Soshedefendshimlikethatfromherfamily.He

neverreallyhadsomeonetodothatandit

somehowfeltgreatandaccepted.Hepulledher

handandkisseditwhenhepulledhimandmade



himlayonherthighsplayingherfingersinhishair.

Shedidn'treallyfeelsafewhenaloneandsheknew

hewasabouttoleavewhenhedidthat.And

somehowwhenwithhimshefeltatease.

Kagiso:I'msorryRose.

Rose:Why?

Kagiso:Ifailedyoualready.

Rose:Kagisoyoudidn'tfailme.Youdidalot

alreadyinmylifethatnoonehasmanagedtodoin

thepastyears.Youtakeoutthebestinme.The

truthburiedinme.ForthatI'llalwaysbegrateful.

(Smiling)Yourthefirstpersontomakemesmile

afteralongtime.

Kagiso:(smiling)ohk..Iwantustomeet.Iwant

toseeyou.Sendmetheaddress.

Rose:RememberIcantseeanything.I'lljustspellit

out.

Kagiso:I'llforgetit.Tellhimtosendit.Ohandby

theway.Irealizedthatthroughoutthe



conversationyounevermentionedyourparents,

why?

Rose:Oh..them?.Icanceledthenfrommylife.

Kagiso:(clearedthroat)Ohk

Hereyebrowsnarrowedwhensheswallowed.

Rose:Aren'tyougonnatalkmeoutofthis?

Kagiso:Why?

Rose:BecausetheirmyparentsandIjustinstantly

cutthemoutaftermymarriage.

Kagiso:thereyouhaveyouranswer.

Rose:Oh..

Kagiso:Yeah..solook.Ifyoucantfindanything

wrongwithyoureyesandthedoctorsconfirmedit.

IthinkmaybeweshoulddoitourAfricanway.

Rose:Meaning?

Kagiso:MeaningtheAfricanway.Thetraditional



way.

Rose:Youmeanconsultaseer.(Chuckles)Idoubt

he'llalsofindanythingwrongwithme.

Kagiso:Iguesswe'llneverknow.Sendmethe

address.

Rose:Ohk..bye.

Kagiso:(softly)Iloveyou.

Rose:(smiling)Iknow.

Kagiso:(smiling)ComeonRosella,sayit.

Rose:(laughed)No..

Kagiso:(smiling)Thathurts.Anywaybye.

Rose:Bye.

Sheshookherheadandhehangupassheputthe

phoneonMxolisi'sfacewithoutnoticingwhenhe

laughed.Shegaspedwithasmileandmovedit.

Mxolisi:Thathappenedtobemyface.



Rose:(smiling)I'msorry.

Mxolisi:Itsohk..areyouhungry?

Rose:Yeah...

Hemovedfromherandpickedthetrayputtingiton

herlapandtheybeganeating.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Later

Janewalkedinholdingashoppingbagandkicked

thedoorbehindher.Shewalkedtothestairswhen

shespottedDineoclearingafulltablewhile

hummingasofttune.

Jane:I'msorryhoney.

Dineo:Itsohkmam.Justdoingmyjob.



Jane:Iknowbutyouworkhard.Youshouldtakea

breaksometime.Getatimeoffforafewweeks.

Dineo:Nomam.Icantdothat.Ireallyneedthe

money.Likereallyneedit.Ihaveafamilyto

takecareof.

Jane:Iunderstand.That'swhyyou'llgetpaideven

whenyou'renotworking.JusttoshowhowmuchI

appreciatehavingyouworkhere.

Dineo:(smiling)ReallyMrsLyon?

Jane:(smiling)forreal.Takeitasathankyoufor

beingthereformygirlwhenIwasn't.BesidesI'llbe

needingyoumorewhenJuniorarrives.(winked)

Dineo:Can'twaittomeethim.I'msurehe'llbethe

handsomeguywithhissister'seyesandthatbaby

babyfaceofhers.

Jane:Nodoubthe'llbehandsome.Let'sjustpray

hewonthaveahintofadevillikehisdaddy.

Theylaughedandshewalkedupstairsleavingher

tofinishclearingup.



Shewalkedintothemainbedroomandagainkicked

thedoorbeforestandinginfrontofamirrorlooking

atherselfinhermertenintydress.Sheslowly

caressedherbumpwhenshestoppedandsmirked.

Shemanagedtogetoneoutoftheway.Onemore

remainingthenboom!She'sin.

Shesmiledwalkingtoherbagandtookouther

phonedialingGailbeforestandingbackonthe

mirrorrubbingherbump.

AtBreezes.

Kagisorubbedhisforeheadashisminddrifted.

Shesoundedsafeandhappyoverthephone.At

thispointhedidn'tknowifweatherthiswhole

chosenthingwasmeanttobringthemtogetheror

puthimonarescuemission.Butanyway,heloved

her,nodoubtaboutthat.Eventhoughtheydont

enduptogether,atleasthe'llliveknowinghesaved

thegirlhelovedfromherownmisery.Atleast

that'shonorable.Buthow?hechuckled.



Gail'sphonerangbyhissidewhenhemovedhis

handfromhisforeheadandpickeditlookingatthe

caller.Hesighedthinkinghowitmustbetobecut

offsomeonedealyasRose'slife.Shemustbe

havingithard.Hestoodupandjoggedupstairsto

themainbedroomwhereheknockedonthedoor.

Gail:I'mabouttotakeashower.I'llbetherewith

youshortly!

Kagiso:Oh..yourphoneisringing!

Gail:Whoisit?

Kagiso:Jane!

Gail:Tellheroff!

Kagiso:Icantdothat,she'sanelder.

Gail:Wellmyboy..eldersknowboundariesand

havemanners.Theyrespectotherpeople's

marriagesanddon'toverstep!She'snotasaint!

Kagiso:Still..

Gail:Fine.Tellhertonevercallmeagain.



Kagiso:Ifyousomuchdidn'twanttohearheror

callher,youcouldhavesimplyblockedher.

Gail:IkeptthemforthesakeofRose.

Hesighedlookingatitasitrangandheanswered

walkingdownstairs.

Jane:Heyyou..howareyou?-nodontanswerthat.

Howdoesitfeel?Actuallywhere'sBreeze?

Kagiso:Uhm...Hello

Jane:(frown)Who'sthis?

Kagiso:Kagiso.

Jane:Oh..thebustardsonthatstandsinbetween.

Who'syourmother?

Kagiso:Veronica.

Jane:Veronica?Whatkindofanameisthat?How

canBreezestoopsolowtoplantaseedinawoman

hernameisVeronica?



Kagiso:I'msorrymam.Gailisintheshowerand

saidIshouldtellyoutonevercallheragain.Butif

itsimportantIcantakethemassage.

Jane:Canyoutakethemassage?Yeah..gotell

thatbitchthatIwanttospeaktoher.Andbythe

waywhothehelldoyouthinkyouare?Comingout

ofnowhereaftersuchalongtimetoclaimtobe

Breezesson.Aren'tyouashamedofyourself?Who

areyou?

Kagisostoppedonthestairsandscoffedwithhis

handinthepocketandshookhishead.

Kagiso:Definitelysomeonewhodoesn'twantto

getinvolvedinthemiddleoftheLyondrama.Good

night.

Hecutthecallandreleasedachuckle.Hismother

toughthimbetterthantodisrespectelders.Andhe

wasn'tabouttothrowthatawaynow.Hesohad



wordsforheratthispoint.

Hewalkedtothekitchenandgrabbedanapple

sittingonthehighchairlookingoutsidetheslide

opencurtainwhenhisheartraced.It'sdarkoutside

.

AttheLyonsMansion

Janepumpedwithrageinsidewhenshetookthe

phoneoffherear.Sheshookherheadasthe

conversationshehadwithherdaughterflashed.So

thisistheboythathadaneffectonherdaughter.

Howrudeanddisrespectfulofhim.Goodthingher

daughterdodgedthebullet.Brat!Shesighedand

dialedBreezeandwhenitrangshesmiled.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Odirileparkedthecarwiththemusicplayingout

loudasBreezesangalong.Helookedathimwhen



hetriedturningthevolumedownbutheslappedhis

handoff.

Breeze:

I'msorryforthewrongthingsthatI'vedone

I'msorryI'mnotalwaysthereformysons

I'msorryforthefactthatI'mnotaware

ThatyoucantsleepanightwhenIamnotthere

BecouseI'minthestreetslikeeveryday

SorryforthethingsthatIdidnotsay

Likehowyouarethebestthinginmyworld

AndhowI'msoproudtocallyoumygirl

Iunderstandthattherearesomepro-

Odirileswitchedoffthecarandhefrownedlooking

athim.



Breeze:Fine..what?

Odirile:Let'sgoputyoutobed.

Breeze:Idon'tneedababysitteryouknow.I'mfine.

Odirile:iflookingafteryouiscalledbabysitting,

thenI'mguiltyascharged.Comeon.

Breeze:I'mnotgettingoutofthiscar.

Odirile:Fine..we'llsleepinhere.Idontmind.

Hesaidthatrelaxingthesitandlayedbackas

Breezeturnedlookingathimandcouldn'thelpbut

smile.

Breeze:Dudeyourhome.Gosleep.I'mseriously

fine

Odirile:Noyournot.Youdrunkandhurt.AndI'm

notgoinganywhere.

Breeze:I'mnotthatdrunk.



Odirile:letthepainasideandletthealcoholsinkin.

That'swhenyou'llknowyourdrunk.Sleep.

Breeze:I'llcallBonolotogetyououtofhere.

Odirile:Youdon'tevenhavehernumbers.

Breeze:ButIknowsomeonewhodoes.

Odirile:Andwhocouldthatpossiblybe?

HeturnedlookingatBreezewhenhejustputa

neutralfacewithnosignofbeingdrunk.

Breezelookedathimandshrugged.

Breeze:You.

Odirile:Mxm.

Breeze'sphonerangwhenhetriedtopickitbut

Odirilediditbeforehecanandfrownedlookingat

thecaller.



Odirile:Oh..nowwouldyoulookatthat.How

perfectisthis.(Tothephone)hii.

Jane:(frowned)Whoisthis?

Odirile:Odirile.Why?

Jane:(screamed)HandthephoneovertoBreeze.

TellhimI'minpain.Ahhhhhh..please.Ahhhhhh..

Odirile:Ngngnnanyana.No.Yourbarelyonyour

7thmonthandalreadyyourstartingwiththebaby

mamadrama.Getalesson.That'snothowit's

done.Gosleepsomeofusaretryingtosleep.No

marn.Yerr!

HecutthecallbeforepullingBreeze'shandand

unlockedthephonebeforeshuttingitandputit

down.Heshookhisheadlayingbacksleeping

withoutanideathatBreezewasstaringathimwith

asmileallalong.Heshookhisheadlooking

outsidebeforebackatOdirile.He'slikeabotherhe

neverhad.Oneofthebestthingthathasever

happenedtohim.Hebithislipandrelaxedtheseat

lookingup.



Breeze:Iloveyouman.

Heclosedhiseyesandimmediatelydriftedas

Odirileopenedhiseyesonebyonelookingathim.

Hesmiledandshookhisheadclosinghiseyes.

Odirile:Loveyoutooman.

.
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AtBreezes.

Earlyaround4h30

Odririleparkedthecaronthedrivewaybefore

switchingofftheengineandturnedtoBreeze.

Breezelookedathimbackbeforegrabbinghis

jacketfromthebackandopenedthedoorstepping

out.HeshutthedoorandstillfoundOdirile'seyes

onhim,hesighed.

Breeze:FineIgetit.Youwanttobemybodyguard.

ButI'mhomenow.AndIpromiseIwontdo

anythingunlawful.

Odirile:WhosaidIwanttobeyourbodyguard?I'm



yourfriend,practicallytheonlyfriendyouhave.

Andwiththatit'smyresponsibilitytolookafteryou.

Breeze:AndI'mgratefulthatyourtheonlyfriendI

have.

Odirile:Sure.Nowgoin.Anddon'tleavethehouse

,notyet.

Breeze:YouknowIgattadosomethingifyouwant

metopassthroughthis.Stayingherewillonlypull

medown.

Odirile:Howdoyouknowthat?

Breeze:iguessilearnedthatfrommyniece.Sono

.Iwillgetoutofthishouseandgomakesome

money.Justtogetmymindoffthefactthatmy

wifeisinjailbecauseofme.

Odirile:Ohk..butmakesuretohitmeupsoican

tagalong.

Breeze:itoldyouidontneedababysitter.I'mfine.

Justalittleoff.

Odirile:iknow,andthat'swhyIwanttobethereto

switchthatoffintoanon.Manyoustillhavealot



tolivefor.

Breeze:Withmywifeandchildinprison,Iguess

not.

Odirile:ForGail.Yourson.Kagisoneedsyouman.

Youcan'tjustcomeintohislifeandplantthat

fatherfigureinhimthendrophimofflikethat.Gail,

shecamebacktoyou.That'showshelovesyouto

fightheremotionsjustsoshecouldbewithyou.

Breeze:(swallowed)YouknowwhatIrealizedthis

pastcoupleofmonths.

Odirile:....

Breeze:thattheirconsequencesforthosewholove

me.Atfirstitwasmyparents,theydiedbecause

theylovedmemorethanmysiblings.Iftheyhadn't

chosenmetheywouldstillbealive.MaybeJames

wouldn'tbeinJailaswespeakandmaybeJack

wouldhavebeensomethingbetterthanthebeast

hehidesbehindthesuit.Sagi...whenImethershe

wasasweetinnocentgirlandItookthatawayfrom

her.Herdignityasawoman.Allbecouseshe

lovedme.Despiteeverything.Andthenthere'sGail



.Shehasalwaysbeenstrongandinnocent.But

thenIbrokeher.NomatterhowtoughshewasI

keptonandonmakingmywayintoherinnocence.

SoisJane.Imean..ifwelookintothisman,

withoutbeingpicky.ShewashappilymarrieduntilI

camealong.Shewasagoodwoman,motheranda

wife.I-Iruinedthat!I'mthecourseofwhatthey

haveallbecame!Iamtheauthoroftheirmiserable

life.Allofthem

Odirile:...

Breeze:(wipedtear)Iturnedmybrothersinto

murders.Ibrokemywifeintoacheat.Itriggered

mywifesmentalillness.IflippedJaneinto

someonewho'sobsessedwithme.Ikilledmy

parents.NowtellmeOdirile.Doesthatsoundnoble

toyou?

Odirile:(swallowed)...

Breeze:Yeah..Ithoughtasmuch.I'mbroken

Odirile.I'msoBroken!

Odirile:Nomanstopthat.Youcantkeep-

Breeze:What?Blamingmyself?HellyeahIblame



myself.AllthispeopleIloveareinthisbecauseof

me.I'mscaredtobealoneinthis.I'mscaredtobe

brokenalonesoibreakeveryonearoundme!Andi

knowyourealizeditcourseyourtheonethat's

alwaysthereformenomatterwhatidid.Donttell

meyoudidn't.

Odirile:Whydoesitmatterifididordidn't?Allthat

mattersiswhatyourgoingtodoaboutthis.Those

peopleyouclaimtoloveandbrokestillloveyou.

Breeze:Thenwhydotheyallendupleavingme.

Jackisgoingtoleavemeforgoodandhatemeto

thelastwhenhefindsoutaboutthatbaby.Hesthe

onlyoneI'mleftwithandwhenhetriedtomake

mendbetweenus,I-..Itoreusagainbecauseof

wantingsomeonetoblameforourparentsdeath

thoughIwasthecourseofit.Iammyworst

nightmare.(Sniffed)NowI'mscaredI'llevenbreak

myownkids.Allthreeofthemwillbeapartofmy

swornlife.AndalreadyIseeKagisoisdraggedinto

itandtheresnothingIcandotofixit.(Tearflowed)

Andyou-myfriend

Odirile:(lookedathim)



Breeze:YourthenextchapterinthebookofTHE

CURSEDAIR.MaybeyourtheChosenOneinmy

book,yourtheonetobreakmefurther.Ihavea

feelingthat,yourthenexttargetofmymisery.Its

alreadystartedthedayatcourt.Andafterthat

,bloodwillneverseastoflow.

Hebithislipwipinghistearandwalkedtothe

houseasOdirilesatintherewithhisheartshattered

andpoundingatthesametime.Hewipedatear

thatflowedbeforestartingtheengineanddroveoff.

Inside.

Kagisoheardthedooropenandgotoffthebed

walkingdownstairs.Hestoppedatthestairs

lookingatBreezeleaningonthedoorsilentlycrying

whenhethrewhisjacketonthetable.He

swallowedbeforewalkingovernotknowingwhatto

doalthoughseeinghimlikethishurt.Heputhis

handonhisshoulderwhenBreezestoppedcrying

andturnedlookingathim.Thefirstboyhisheart



lovedunconditionallyonfirstsite.Hisboy.The

onehelovedlikeason.Kagisolookedathim

beforepullinghimandtheyhuggedtightlynever

wantingtoletgoofoneanother.

Kagiso:Whateveritis-it'llpassintime.Iknow

you'llmakeitthrough.

Breeze:(teary)Youhavetodistanceyourselffrom

me.I'mgonnabreakyou.

Kagiso:Youcantbreakwhat'salreadybroken.I'm

heretostay.Iwontabandonyoujustbecauseyour

goingthroughalot.Iunderstandthatyoudontlike

peoplelookingafteryoubutI'mgoingnowhere.

You'vebeenthereformewhennooneelsewas.

Andnow-Iwillbehereforyou.Thoughyouchose

toleaveme,I'llalwaysbehereforyou-Dad.

AtearescapedhiseyesandKagisofeltitwhenthey

huggedeventight.

Meanwhile...Gailhidbehindthewallupstairs



lookingatthemwhenatearrandownhercheek.

Thatwassweet.Sheswallowedbeforewalking

overwithoutthemnoticingandhuggedthem

joiningin.

Gail:SowillI.

AtRose'shouse.

Around9h00

Mxolisihelpedherintoherzipherdressbefore

standingbeforehersmiling.Shewassobeautiful

andnowheseemedtohavebeenslowlyandslowly

fallingforher.Hesighedandheldhershoulders.

Mxolisi:Youlookbeautiful.

Rose:(smiling)Thankyou.Areyoucomingalong

withus.



Mxolisi:Uhm..IwishIcouldbutIhavealotof

thingstotakecareof.I'msureyourcousinwill

neverharmyouorletanyharmtoyou.Hesounded

responsible.

Rose:Heis.ButIjustwishyouwouldbethere,for

me.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Iseeyoudontwantmeaway

fromyou,what'sup?Yougood?

Rose:yeah..I'mfine.JustthatIfeelsafewhenI'm

withyouthisdays.

Mxolisi:(smiling)ohk..

Rose:(smiling)ohk?

Mxolisi:Yeah...I'llcomealong.

Outside..Gaildrovethroughthegatewhenshe

frownedlookingatthefamiliarcaranditnumber

plate.Shelookedatthehousebutitwasdifferent

besidesthecar.MeanwhileKagiso'sheartpounded

hardwhenhesighedlookingaround.Thispeople

arefilthyrich.Somanycarsandsuchahuge



houseforthemonly.

Gail:Holdon...Areyousurethisistherightplace?

Kagiso:I'mnot,courseI'veneverbeenherebefore.

Areyousureyouputinthecorrectaddress?

Gail:Yeah...Iam.

Kagiso:AreyousureyourGPSisworkingjustfine?

Gail:Yeah..

Kagiso:Thenwhatisit?

Gail:Nothing..justthat..I'veseenthiscarbefore.

Kagiso:yeah..Ibetyoudid.He'sRose'shusband

now.KindafreaksmeoutwhenIthinkofit.

Gail:Wait...Mxolisi?

Kagiso:Yep..heylet'sgetout.Itsrudetostayin

thecargossipinglikethisinsomeone'syard.

Gail'sheartracedastheybothsteppedoutand

Kagisolookedatherasshelookedaround.He



walkedoverandpulledherhandlookingather.

Kagiso:Areyousureyourohk?

Gail:yeah..(swallowed)I'mfine.I'mfine.

Theywalkedtowardsthedoorandrangthebell

steppingbackalittle.Gailbithislipanxiouslywhen

Kagisolookedatherbeinguneasy.Thedoor

openedandAbigail'seyeswidenedasherjaws

droppedlookingathim.MeanwhileMxolisistared

atAbigailashisheartskipped.Shelookedbeautiful

inadressandhadgainedalittlebutofweight.She

wasevenglowingandveryeyecatching.Realizing

theawkwardness,Kagisoclearedhisthroatand

MxolisiturnedhisattentiontohimavoidingAbigail.

Kagiso:Hii..youmustbeMxolisi.

Mxolisi:andyoumustbethefavoritecousin.

Please..comein.



Hesteppedasideopeningthedoorwideandthey

walkedinasGailfiddledtoKagisoholdinghishand.

Mxolisinoticeditwhenhesmirkedandledthemto

thediningroom.

Kagiso:Isshehere?

Mxolisi:She'supstairs.Seconddoorontheleft.

Youcangocheckher.

Kagisostoodupandrushedthroughtthestairs

whentheawkwardnessfilledtheroom.Mxolisi

rubbedhishandstogetherbeforestandingand

pouredheraglassofwineandpouredhimself

whiskeythengaveher.

Gail:Thankyou.

Mxolisi:Youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Gail:Mxolisiplease...dont.

Mxolisi:what?I'mjustcomplimentingyou.Unless



Istillhaveaneffectonyouandsomehowyoudont

wanttoraisethatelectricityinside.

Gaillookedathimbeforeashesatdownopposite

her.

Mxolisi:Dontworry.I'mmarriednow.Ihaveawife

.AndI'llrespectyourspace.

Gail:Didyouplanthis?Tohurtmethroughmy

niece.

Mxolisi:Woooo...!Noonono!That'sabitharsh.

I'dneverhurtyouGail,youknowthat.Besidesyour

theonethathurtme.Youchoseanothermaninmy

presenceandbelittledmebeforehim.Doyouknow

howmuchofaburdenpainyouplacedoverme?

Gail:Iammarried.YouknewI'dalwayschosehim

overyoudespiteeverythinghedid.Hesmy

husbandandit'llalwayscomearoundtohim.

Mxolisi:Butsteppingonmydignitylikethatinfront

him..!Wasthatyourwaytoearnhistrustandlove



foryou?Makingmefeellessimportantand-

Gail:I'msorry!Ohk?I'msorry.Itwasn'tmy

intentiontohurtyoulikethat.

Mxolisi:Wellyoudid.ActuallyyouusedmeAbigail.

Youusedmetofeedyourangerandsexualhunger

alongwithrevenge.Youledmeonjustsoyoucan

hurthimwithoutconsideringhowit'llmakemefeel.

Youcaredlessofmyfeelingsjustsoyoucanfillthe

gapmissinginyou.

Gail:Ididn'tuseyouMxolisi!TrustmeIdidn't.

Whatwehadwasreal.Youknowthat.Butatthe

endofthedayweallhaveourparttoplayand

there'salwaystheonethatwinsandhedid!

Mxolisi:Soifyoulovedme,whydidn'tyoutellme?

Gail:(teary)BecausethefeelingsIhadforyouwere

nothingcomparedtowhatIhaveforhim.Yearsof

loveandbondingcanneverbebrokenbyasimple

onegoodnightstand.

Mxolisi:Wow!Soyoudidenjoyyourselfyetyou

mademeafoolinfrontofhim!Howcouldyoube

soheartless?



Gail:(teary)I'msorry!Idontknowhowlongits

goingtotakeforyoutoforgivemebutIamsoso

sorry.Iamsorry.

Mxolisi:IlovedyouAbigail.AndevennowIdo.

ButyouhurtmemorethanIcouldhaveever

imagined.Youbrokemyselfesteemandhereyou

aretryingtorepairitwithmeaninglessapologies.

Maybeitwasforthebest.

Hestoodupandwenttothekitchenwherehe

pouredhimselfaglassofcoldwaterwhenshe

quicklystoodupintearsandfollowedhim.

Gail:Dontbeactingallvictiminthiswhenyounot!

Mxolisi:AmInot?Pleasebabe...elaboratemeon

that?Whoisthevictiminallthisfunpartyofours?

Gail:Onlyonepersonisthevictimhere.Sagiis.

Andnowshe'saway,andwehavenoideawhere

sheis.Sheleftwithaheavyheart.

Mxolisi:(swallowed)Away?



Gail:Yeah..andIcantseemtoreachhersinceshe

wantedsomespace.Thatwomanisthevictimin

allofthis.Notme,notyouandabsolutelynot

Breeze.Sagiis.Theoneyoulefttodieonthe

groundlikeacowardrunningaway.

Mxolisi:Ididn'tleavehertodie.Afterwhatyour

husbandplusyoursisterwifedidtome,Iwasin

painandthebruiseshadtobetakencareoff.

Gail:Pathetic!Wackexcusefromahighstandard

lawyerlikeyou.IguessIexpectedalotfromyou.

Mxolisi:SodidI.

TheybothlookedatoneanotherwhenGailturned

headingoutandhefilledanotherglassgalpingit.

Soshedidn'tknowwhatwashappeninginher

absence.Butitwasnotinhisplacetosay,hehad

tokeephisclientsinformationtohimself.

Earlier..Kagisorubbedhissweatyhandsonhis

jeanbeforeholdingthehandleandslowlyopened



thedoor.Hisheartpoundedasitbrokelookingat

hersittingonthebedwithastickintherhands

hummingasong.

Shefeltsomeone'spresencewhenshestopped

hummingandstoodupwithasmile.

Rose:kemang?

Kagiso:(smiling)ohwell..yougotabadwayof

saying"Hii".ButanywayHiitoyoutooRosy.

Youknowhowbutterfliesliketojustpopintoour

stomachs.Rose'sfacebrightenedwhenatearof

joyescapedhereyeandhewalkedoverhugging

hertightandsodidshe.Itallturnedemotional

whentearsblurredbothofthemstillhugging.

Kagiso:I'msosorryyougoingthroughthis.I'm

gonnahelpyoufixit.

Rose:I'msorrytootodragyouintomylifelikethis

onlytoplaydoctor.



Kagiso:Wellifthat'swhatIamtoyou,thenI'm

happytohelp.

Rose:No..notlikethat..notthatyouarethesuper

guyinmylife,onlyneededwhenI'minpain.What

I'msayingisIfeellikeyourthereformeandoffera

lottomethatIneverhadandIhavenothingtooffer

back.Ifeelliketheworstperson.Aburdentoyou.

Kagiso:Thenyou'remyburdenandimhappyto

carryyouwheneveryouneedme.We'regoingto

findoutwhatishappeningtoyoutoday,Ipromise.

Rose:Doyouknowanytraditionaldoctor?

Kagiso:No..butIknowsomeonewhomight.

She'salsointotraditionandsomuchbelievesand

proudofherculture.

Rose:Shesoundslikeanoldperson.

Kagiso:sheisandthat'swhyweareheadingtoher

tofindthegooddoctorforyou.Yousaidthe

doctorsinthehospitalfoundnothingright?

Rose:Yeah..

Kagiso:ThenI'mprettysurethisonecantellus



what'sbehindyoursuddenblindness.Let'sprayhe

doescourseIneedyoutoseesomething.

Rose:(smiling)Whatisit?

Kagiso:(smiling)Nothing.Comeon,weshould

getgoing.

Rose:(smiling)I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilyoutell

mewhatitis?

Kagiso:Idoubtnot.

Rose:(smiling)seeifIwould.

Kagiso:(smiling)doyouknowhowtinyyouare?I

caneasilypickyouandputyouonmyshoulderand

youwouldn'tescape.

Shekeptonsmilingnotmovingwhenhescoffed

withasmileandpickedherjacketalongwithher

headwrap.Heheldthemwithonehandbefore

scoopingherwiththeotherputtingheronhis

shoulderasshelaughedlikealittlegirlinastoreof

candieswhiletheyheadeddownstairs.



Meanwhile..Mxolisifrownedlisteningtoan

unfamiliarlaughterwhenhewalkedoutofthe

kitchenandsawRoseonKagiso'sshoulder

laughing.Ohkthiswasweird.Shecanlaugh.His

eyesnarrowedlookingatthempassbyhimand

wentoutasshekeptonlaughing.Gailstoodup

fromthecouchandfollowedthemandhepicked

hisjacketfollowing.
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AttheTraditionalhealer.

Gailsatinthecarlisteningtosoftmusicwhentears

startedrolling.Shethoughtshewasoverhimbut

seeinghimrightnow,broughtbackallthe

memories.Hewasright.Shedidusehimandnow

whenshehadachancetomakethatright,shekept

tossingthetables.Shedidhurthim.Shealso

thoughtthatthegatewaytripwasgoingtohelpbut

itdidn't.Maybeshehadtotakeresponsibilityfor

herownactionsandfixthis.

Insideahut...thehealerspilledhisbonesmaking

soundasheseparatedthem.Rose'sheartpounded

whenshereachedforboththeirhandsandthey

bothturnedlookingathersqueezingherhands.

Theylookedatoneanotherbeforebackatthe

healerassherelaxedfeelingsafernow.



Healer:Thegirlissurrounded.Sheispulledinto

bothyourfamilyandagirl'sside.Yourancestors

don'twanthersotheyarepunishingherforshewill

bringdarknesstoyou.IYOOH!Sodoesher

ancestors.

Mxolisi:Myn?But..

Healer:Thegirlcarriesalotofdarkness.Theunion

betweenthetwoofyouwasnotapprovedbythe

ancestorssotheirholdingontoheraspunishment.

ButIseeagirl,she'scrying.She'scryingoveryou.

Sheiscrying.Iyyooh!

Rose:Nakedi?

Healer:mmmhh...shestandsbyaananimal.It's

meanttoprotectyoubutitcan'tbecouseyour

...mmhhotlametswengwana'ka.Thegirliscrying

andnotinpeace.Shewon'trestinpeaceuntilyour

safe.Iyooohh!!Sheiscrying.

Allthreeofthemtheirheartspoundedlookingatthe

healerclappinghands.Rose'seyeswelledupwhen

herbodyloosenedandshemeltedonKagisocrying.



Mxolisirubbedhisfacetryingtounderstandwhy.I

meanshewasperfect.HelookedatRoselayingon

Kagisocryingandbithislip,ithurtseeingher

leaningonanotherguylikethatcrying.Thehealer

lookedatthemandtheylookedather.

Mxolisi:So..wehavetoseparate?Like..take

differentpaths?

Healer:that'stheonlywaytohelpher.Youwill

havetoannouncetheseparationtothemandyour

entirefamily.Askforforgivenessforbringingthis

uponyourfamilywithagoat'sbloodtothe

ancestors.TheywillreleaseherbymidnightandI'll

havetotakehertotherivertocleanseher.From

thereherancestorswillwelcomeheragain.This

timeshe'llhavetounitewithherguardian.

SheturnedlookingatKagisowhenheclearedhis

throatavoidinghereyesandhuggedRosetightly.

Mxolisilookedatthemandsighedwithoutanidea

whotheguardianis.Hethoughthehadfoundher,



butnowshealsohastoleave.Herubbedhiseyes

whenKagisonoticedhimandsighed.Heknewthe

painofloosingRosetoanotherguy.Shewasa

jewelthisone,buthistocare.

AtBonolo'shouse.

Odirileparkedameterawayfromherhouseand

steppedputleaningonthedoorlookingather

house.Hetookouthisphoneanddialedherand

shepickedupafterfourrings.

Odirile:Babe.

Bonolo:(blushing)Hii.Howareyou?

Odirile:I'mnotgood.You?

Bonolo:Nowthatyousaidyournotgood,thenso

amI.What'sup?

Odirile:Whydontyoucomeandfindout.I'm

outside



Bonolo:Outsidewhere?Myplace.

Odirile:Yep.

Bonolo:(peakingthroughthewindow)Odirilehow

didyou-OMG!.

Shehangupandworehershoesrunningout.

MeanwhileOdirilesmiledlookingatherrushingout

thedoortothegate.Shestoppedatthegatetobe

surebeforerunningoverandhemetherhalfway

pickedher.Thefeelingofhavingherinhisarms

wassomethingelse.Thisiswhathe'sbeenlooking

for.

MeanwhileVeronicapickedthelastrubbishandput

theminabucketbeforewipingthesweatoffher

face.Shepickedthebucketheadingtothesideof

thestreettodisposeitwhenshequicklynoticed

Bonolowithanothermankissing.Shestopped

holdingherwaistandshookherheadcarryingon

withwhathelpedherkeephermindoffthingslike

this.Shedisposedtherubbishandwalkedbackto



heryard,thiswasnonofherbusinessanyway.

Bonoloturnedaroundwhenshesawherheading

intoheryardandherheartskippedwonderingifshe

sawher.ShepulledOdirileandtheygotinthecar

andshesighed.

Odirile:Areyouohk?

Bonolo:Yeah..I'mfine.Howdidyoufindme

anyway?

Odirile:DoIreallyneedtoexplainwhyandhowI

makemyplanstoseemygirl?

Bonolo:(blushing)yeah..Ifeellikeyourstalking

menow.

Odirile:isthataproblem?

Bonolo:Averyhugeone.

Helookedatherandsheblushedlookingaround

thecar.Shepickedaplasticfromthebackand



openedit

Bonolo:Arethismine?

Odirile:Yeah..canIaskyousomething?Itisout

oflinethough.

Bonolo:Ohk..what'sup?

Odirile:Whereisyourboyfriend?Doesheleave

anywherenearby?

Bonolo:(sighed)IthoughtweagreedthatwhenI'm

withyouweleavehimout.Thisisjustgoingtoruin

ourmoment.

Odirile:sorrybutIhavetoask.Imeanweare

gamblingwithonesfeelingshere.Likeyousaid,

hesquiteanddoesn'tlikeexpressinghisfeelings.

Whatifhedoesonedaywhenhefindsustogether

andgoesallpsychoonus?Youdorealizeyourthe

onethat'sgonnagethurtthemostright?AndIdont

wantthat.

Bonolo:He'snotlikethat.Hessweetandgentle.

Hewouldn'tevenharmafly.Besides..Ihaven't



seenhiminlikefourdays.

Odirile:fine,noneedtogetallworkedup.I'mjust

askingcourseIknowhowmuchithurtsseeingthe

girlyoulovewithanotherguy.Askingfrom

experience.

Bonolo:Dontworry.Heisnotaviolentguy.

Odirile:Ohk..butonedayyou'llhavetotellhim-or

me.YoucanthaveusbothandIcantkeepsharing

youwithanotherguy.

Shelookedathim andsighedlookingoutthe

window.Hewasrightinaway.Shecantkeep

mixingthemlikethis.Notonlyisnotright,butit's

alsounhealthycourseshehassexwithbothof

them.Shesighedlookingathim.

Odirile:Justthinkaboutit.Ihatesharing.

Especiallywhenitcomestoyou .

Bonolo:Ohk..

Odirile:So...wouldyouliketojoinmetocheckon



myfriend?He'sbeendownsincethedayatcourt.

Bonolo:Icanimaginethepainhe'sgoingthrough

rightnow.Plussheispregnant.Thatwoman

seemedsosweetthedayImether.Shewasall

smilingandshedidn'tdeservewhatturnedout.

Odirile:Theresultsofacheatingpartner.ButI'm

gladmyboyistakingresponsibilityforhisactions.

He'sstartingtorealisehowhisactionsaffectthe

onesaroundhim.Soasafriend,Iwanttoalways

betherebyhissideandwalkwithhimthroughtthe

difficulttimesinceherefusestoletanyonecloseto

him.

Bonolo:Yoursosweet.Yousoundlikeabrother

otherthanafriend.IwishIhadthat.Someoneto

confidein.

Odirile:Ohcomeonbabe.I'mhere.Youcan

confideinme.Soareyoucoming?

Bonolo:Whowillbethere?

Odirile:Hiswife,Abigail.I'mnotsureifhe'sson

willbethere.



Bonolo:(clearedthroat)ohuhm..Iforgot...mymom

saidwellbehavingguest'stonight.IreallywishI

couldbetheretosupportbut..Icant.

Odirile:Oh..Iunderstand.BewithyourmomandI'll

bewithBreeze.

Bonolo:Iloveyou.

Odirile:Iloveyoutoo.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Janesatonthecouchwiththemassaginglady

massagingherswollenfeet.Shesmiledrelaxingas

anothermaidbroughtherjuiceandshepickedit

drinking.Nowthiswasalife.Shepickedherphone

andwenttothecontactslookingatRose'snumber.

Shesigheddialingitbutitdidn'tgothrough.This

wasgettingtoher.Herownchildignoringherlike

this.

Shesighedanddialedsomeonesheneverthought

she'llcall.



Jane:Hello.

Jacob:Jane.Howareyou?

Jane:I'mfine.You?

Jacob:I'malsogood.TowhatdoIowethe

pleasure?

Jane:I'mlookingformydaughter.Ican'tseemto

reachhersincethedayshegotmarried.AtfirstI

thoughtshewasangrywithusbutnowIfearthat's

notthecase.Haveyousomehowbeenincontact

withthem?

Jacob:IthinkbothyouandIhavesomethingin

commonhere.Bothourchildrenignoreus,though

mineit'sbeenlikethateversince.No...Ihaven't

talkedtohimsincetheweddingeither.Meand

Donaldneverhadafatherandsonconnection

unlikeLefa.Donaldenjoyshisownspaceand

makinghisowndecisionswithoutmebyhisside.I

guesstheyhadbigplansoftheirowniftheir

ignoringuslikethis



Jane:Andwhatbigplansarethosethatarebeyond

family?!Iblameyouformychildnegligence

towardsme.

Jacob:heii!Watchitwhentalkingtome.I'mnot

yourhusband.Dontletthoseridiculoushormones

leadyoutowardsme.Pregnancydoesn'tstartwith

you.WhatIdidwasmarryourchildrenandsave

themfromtheburdenofheartbreak.Herghosting

youhasnothingtodowiththat.Ifsheis,thenthe

questionyoushouldbeaskingis"why"and"what

youdid".Stoppointingyourfilthyfingerstowards

usjustbecouseyoucantdealwithyourown

problems!Knowyourlimits!

Hecutthecallandshefrownedlookingatitbefore

gulpingthejuice.Herphonerecievedanotification

andheopeneditlookingattheaddress.

Jane:Atleastyourusefulyoupieceofshit.(Tothe

lady)hey..lookIgattago.Letmesendthemoney

intoyouraccount.Thankyousomuchbytheway.



Lady:Ohk.

AtRose'shouse.

Later..

Mxolisiparkedthecarandtheyallremainedinside

asallemotionsflewaround.Kagisohasbeen

staringoutsidewithhishandholdingRoseasshe

closedhereyes.MeanwhileMxolisiheldontightto

thewheelnotknowinghowtomoveasGailalso

staredoutsidenotknowingwhattodo.Mxolisi

sighedandletgolookingatGail.

Mxolisi:Y'allgood?

All:....

Mxolisi:ohk...

Heopenedthedoorsteppingoutwhenacardrove

intotheyardandparkedbehindthem.Gaillooked



atthesidemirrorandfrownedlookingatJane

steppingout.Shequicklygotoutandslammedthe

doorwakingRoseandKagisofrowned.

Rose:Iseverythingohk?

Kagiso:Yeahjustthatthey...havetosortout

something.Doyouwanttolistentomusic?

Rose:Soyoucandeafmenottohearwhatgoing

on,no!

Kagiso:NothingisgoingonRosy.Iassureyouon

that.

Rose:Ohk..

Heleanedoverandturnedthekeybeforeswitching

onthemusicandturnedthevolumeup.Theway

Gailgotofthiscarclearlyitwasn'tgoingtogowell

plushedidn'twanthertohearanypartofJane

sinceshesaidshedoesn'twantthem.Unlessshe

changedhermind.Hepulledheroverandmade

herlayonhischestrunninghisfingersinherhair,



softlyrubbinghersculpandsherelaxed.

Gail:ObatlaengJane?

Jane:lasttimeIcheckedthiswasmychildhouse

andishouldbeaskingyouthat.Wenawhereismy

baby?

Mxolisi:Hii..rightnowRoseis-

Jane:Karewhereismychildotlogelegompolella

kadirightnow.Whatdidyoudotoher?Didyou

feedher?Whatnonsensedidyousaytoheryou

ungratefulsonofabitch?!

Mxolisi:Hoo..nonowoman.Nowyourtakingitto

far.

Gail:AndlasttimeIchecked,youarethehoehere?

Theonethatleavesherpantiesinotherpeople

husbandspants!Aren'tyouevenashamedtoflip

thattoanotherwomanwho'sloyal?

Jane:Truewhattheysay,onecanonlyseeone's

mistakesotherthanhers.Whataboutyou?Didn't

youcheatonBreeze?Leavinghimtogoride



anotherdick?Nowthatyouhadenoughyouwant

jumpbackintothehappilymarriedlife?Nodarling.

YouandIarethesame,justdifferentcreation.You

seethis,thisisaresultofunprotectedlove.Amini

Breezeisonhisway.IfBreezesowantedittoend

hewouldhaveforcedmetoabort.Butbecousehe

didn'tandenjoyeditsobad,hedidnot.Didhe

mentionnotonlydidhefuckmeonce,but

countlesstimes?Howstupidareyou?Notnoticing

thedif-

Gailpulledherbyherhairbeforeshecanfinishher

sentenceandMxolisigaspedtryingtopullherback

,butsheheldontight.Heletgoofherwaistand

triedtoopenherfistfromJane'shairuntilhe

managed.HepulledGailbyherwaistandshe

releasedonemorekickkickingheronhershoulder.

Gail:I'llkillyouJane!I'mgoingtokillyou!

Jane:(evillaughter)That'sifyourreadytojoinyour

sisterwifeinprisonbitch!



Gail:(frown)What?
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AtRose's



Abigail:What?

Jane:(smiling)Oops!Howirresponsibleofyou.

Somuchforsomeonethatcaresaboutherown

family.Youdidn'tevennoticetheredflagshanging

allaroundyou.(Laughs)Ohyouhypocritelittle

bitch!

Abigail'sbodygotweakasherheadrangwith

questions.

Abigail:WhatdoyoumeanSagiisinprison?She

isaway!

Jane:OhpoorlittleAbigail.Youlivedwithaperson

forover15yearsyetyouaren'tactuallyawareof

theirabsencemotive.Howofanabsentbraindo

youcarryaroundinthatcutelittleheadofyours?

Truthbetold-Ifeelsorryforyourightnow.Your

surroundedbyliarsandmanipulators.

Abigail:(teary)yourlying?



Jane:(sigh)AmI?Whydontyouaskyourlawyer

sideniggahere?Hewastheoneonthecase.Isn't

soninlaw?Andyeah..iknowaboutyourlittle

secret.

Abigailreleasedherselffromhimwhenhebithislip

rubbinghisfaceavoidinghereyes.Abigailscoffed

lookingathimastearsrandownhercheek.

Abigail:Isthistrue?Mxolisi?

Mxolisi:Abigail..

Abigail:(shouted)DontAbigailmeandtellmethis

isn'ttrue!

Mxolisi:I'mnotallowedto-

Beforehecouldfinishhissentenceahotslap

landedonhischeekandwhenheturned,hefaced

averypissedAbigail.Janeontheotherhand

smiledlookingatthisunfold,joy.



Abigail:(crying)Whycouldn'tyoujusttellme?Is

thisawayofyoutryingtomakemepayforthepain

Iputyouthrough?WithSagi?(ToJane)Whathas

shedone?

Jane:Sheapsychopathdarling?Shedidwhat

everymentaldisorderedpersonwilldowhenthey

findoutabouttheirhusbandschildoutsidethe

marriage.Sheassaultedapregnantwomen.

Abigail:Breezewouldhavetoldme.

Jane:Buthedidn't.Thatit'sselfshouldtellyou

howlittlehecaresaboutthebothofyou.He'slost

interestinallofthispatheticmarriageofyours.

Friendlyadvice-leave.Youcantkeepfixingthis

whenonepartofititsalreadybroken.Leavehunny.

Shegaveasmileandwalkedtowardsthecarand

openedthedoorlookingatRoselayingherheadon

Kagiso'schest.



Jane:Wena!?Tswamokoloing!Tswaa!

Rose'sheartskippedwhensheraisedherheadand

KagisostaredatJanenotknowingwhattosayto

her.Hervalgatowardshismotherwastheonly

thingthatraninhisheadatthispoint.Hebithislip

lookingatRoseandsqueezedherhandbefore

gettingoutofthecar.

Jane:Dontletmeforoncecatchyouatthesideof

mydaughter.OrI'llmakeyouwishyouwerenever

borntobeapartofthisfamily.

Rose:Mom?Whatdoyouwanthere?

Janelookedatherasshestaredanotherwaynot

lookingather.

Jane:BabyIwantustotalk.Imissyou.You've

beenignoringme.Formonths.Youdontanswer

yourphonewhenIcallandyoudontevenreturnmy



calls

Rose:Wellshouldn'tthatgiveyoutheanswertothe

questionwhyI'mignoringyou?Idontwnatyouin

mylifemom!Ihateyouwitheverylittlebitasmuch

asdad.

Jane:RoseIhadnosayinthis!I'msorry.IknowI

waswrongtogoalongwithitinsteadofstoppingit.

Rose:Youknewbutyoudidn't.

Jane:AndI'llspendtherestofmylifeapologizing

andmakingupforthat.Rosellayourmychild.I'm

yourmotherandIloveyou.Iwouldn'twishanybad

tocomeuponyouandtrustmeiregretlettingthe

weddingtakeplace.

Rose:Wellthebadhasalreadycomeuponme

mother.I'mblind.Allbecouseofyouanddad.

Jane:(shocked)Waitwhat?

Rose:Ohpleasemother..sparemethemotherto

daughterlove.Youdontcareaboutme.Stop

actingshockedandletmehavemyspacewiththe

onlypersonyoujustchasedoutlikeadog,whoby



thewayistheoneofthosethatcareaboutme.And

totakeapagefromyourbook"Dontletmeforonce

hearyoutalktohimlikethat.Oryou'llwishyou

havenevergavebirthtometobepartofyour

familytree"

Jane'sheartcrackedasitsankinpainlookingat

her.Tearsrolleddownhercheekswhenshewaved

herhandonherangryfacetobesureandyeahshe

didn'tshoanyreaction.Shequicklytookouther

phoneandturnedonthetouchandplayeditonher

eyesandstill.Wordsstuckintohermouthwhen

shetriedtuckingherhairbehindherearbutRose

pusheditoff.

Rose:ifyoulovemelikeyousay,you'llleaveme

alone.

Jane:(crying)Rosedontpushmeaway!Iloveyou!

I'myourmother.

Rose:Youlostthattitlethedayyouletthemmarry

me.Leave.



Janelookedatheronemorebeforetouchingher

handsbutshepusheditoff.Shelookedather

beforelookingatKagiso.

Jane:(toRose)Iloveyou.Iwillalwaysdo.

Sherubbedhertearsbeforewalkingtohercarand

droveoff.MeanwhileKagisostoodatthedoorand

watchedRosecry.Assomeonewhogrewup

withoutafatherheknewthepainandemptiness.

Andbylookingather,shewouldn'tsurvivewithout

thebothofthem.Shewasstillangry.Helickedhis

lipsbeforegettinginsideandhuggedher.

Outside..AbigaillookedatMxolisiintearswhenhe

triedtocomenearherbutshestoppedhimand

walkedtowardsthecar.ShelookedatKagisoand

Rose.ThisremindedheronhowBreezeusedto

comfortherlikethiswhenshewashurt.Whentheir



lovewasstillstrongandpurewithoutsecrets.She

wipedhertearsandsighed.

Abigail:Igottogosomewhere.Actuallyhome.

AreyoucomingorIshouldcomegetyoulateron?

Mxolisi:(walkingover)Lethimstaywithher.I'm

goinghometoototalkthisthroughwithmyfamily.

Pleaseman,staywithher.

Kagiso:Ohk..

HesighedbeforehandingKagisothehousekeys

andtheysteppedoutheadingtothehouse.Mxolisi

shutthedoorandwalkedtothedriver'ssidegetting

inandAbigailwenttoher'sgettingthentheydrove

outatthesametime.

AtBreezes.

Withhighspeed-Abigaildroveintotheyardand



stoppedandinchawayfromaflowerpot.She

quicklygotoutandrushedinsideslammingthe

doorbehindjoggingupthestairstothebedroom.

ShestoppedatthedoorlookingatBreezelayingon

hebedwideawakelookingdrained.Angerbrewed

insideofherandsherushedoverpunchinghis

backcountlesstimeswhenheflinchedinpain

pullingapillowtohishead.Shepulledinoffand

slappedhisneckwhenhehiditgettingup.

Abigail:(angry)WhereisSagi?Away?!

Breeze:....

Abigail:Caretoexplainwhereexactlyisthatand

howshegotthere?

Breeze:...

Shelandedahotslapfromthebackofherhand

whenhebithistongueandbloodfilledhismouth.

Hetriedstandingtogowashoffbutshepushed

himbackandhelookedatherbeforeswallowing.



Abigail:(crying)BreezeIknowIfuckedup.Big

time.AndtrustmeI'mtryingtofixthis.Iknow

thereisnoexcusetomakeupforwhatIdidbutI'm

trying.Whydoyoulockmeoutlikethis?Itooam

partofthisfamilyandIcareaboutSagitoo.

Breeze:YouthinkIdontknowthat?Itoodid

somethingIcanttakebackandIcan'tmakeupfor

it.Soplease...sparemetheapologiesI'mnotinthe

moodtosay"Iforgiveyou"whenit'sclearenough

youwontforgivemeeither.

Abigail:Breezeiforgaveyouthemomentyou

confessed!Whatwouldbetheuseformetokeep

holdingyouontothat?Howwillthatbenefitme?

Breeze:Youforgaveme?Really?Areyoutelling

mewhenthatbabyisbornyou'lllovehimasyour

ownwithouttakinghimasareminder?Withouta

littlebitofhatredtowardshimwhenyoucouldn't

lovemeenoughtonotuseyourbodytohurtme

back?Really?

Abigail:...



Breeze:Exactly...yournotcapableofforgiveness

Abigail.Youknowthat.Thischildwillbebornto

thisfamilyandwillalwaysbewithmereminding

youthepainandagonyIputyouthrough.Andwe

bothknowhowyouhandlepain.Painwithpain.

Abigail:Fine..Iagree.Ihaven'tforgivenyoubut

mebeinghereaftereverythingshouldmeanmuch

toyouBreeze.ThisshouldshowyouhowmuchI

loveyouandwillingtotakethatverysamepainjust

towakeupbyyoursidecoursemyheartcantlet

anyoneelseinbutyou.NowImadeavow.Tostick

withyouthroughtouttheworst.Forbetterorworse

.Insicknessandinhealth.AndImeantthatfrom

thebottomofmyheartBreeze.Iloveyou.Andif

lovingyoumeanstakingallthepain,thenIwill.

What'syoursismineandwhat'smineisyours.I'll

acceptthechildasmyown,thoughIwishitcould

havebeenfromsomeonedifferentatleastnother

.(crying)

Breeze:(sighed)Ididn'ttellyoubecauseshesaidI

shouldn't.IwantedtoobutIdidn't.AndnowIsee

whyshesaidIshouldn't,shewasright.Ittears



youapart.IknowyoudeservedtoknowandIdont

haveanexcuseforthat,I'msorry.Shewastrying

toprotectyoufro-

Abigail:Dontgivemethat!I'mtiredofyoutwo

treatingmelikeanegg.Icantakewhateveryou

throwatme.Whyissheinprison?Sheonly

respondswhenprovoked.Whathappened?

Breeze:Janehappened.Shecameinhereand

provokedher.Onethingledtoanotherandshe

smashedherheadtwiceorsoandthenwiththecar

windowbeforekickingher.She'satamentalprison

.

Abigail:Butsheinvadedherhome!She'spregnant.

Didn'tyouguys-

Breeze:Wedid.Pulledeverycardincludingher

healthcard,butstill.Theygaveher9months

inside.

Herkneesgotweakwhenshelandedonthefloor

cryingasBreezesatonthebedwithblurryeyes.



Abigail:Shedeservesbetter(crying)

Breeze:Iknow.Andtowhatshesaidtome,Idont

thinkI'llbegettingherback.She'sgone,forgood.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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[08/02,13:52]Lynne :Chapter68

AtMxolisi'shome.

Therestofthefamilyelderssataroundinthe

diningroomwiththeirwordsstuckintotheirmouth.

Jacoblookedaroundandfoundeveryuncleseyes

onhimwhenhelookeddownshamefullynot

knowingwhattosay.MeanwhileMxolisirubbedhis

handswithhisfacedownwithanachingheart.

Uncle1:Jacob..Bolelamonna.OtserekaeRose?

Jacob:Itwasanarrangedmarriageuncle.Her

familyistheoneatfault.Theyshouldhavedoneall

thenecessaryprecautionsbeforehandinghertous.

Theyshouldhaveperformedalltheritualsand

cleansedher.

Uncle1:WhyareyoupointingfingersatRose's



familywhenyoutootookpartinallofthisarranged

marriage.Yourushedthewholeprocessjustto

keepyoursonontheleashwithoutconsultingus

forhelpandadvice.Nowlookatwhatyouputus

through.

Uncle2:Whatifworsehappenedbeforetheygot

alarmedandwenttolookforhelp?Whatifthegirl

broughtdeathuponourfamily?Toyourson?

Jacob:Wellhe'snotdeadJoseph.Weshouldbe

grateful.

Steven:Yeah..IalsoagreewithJacobandalso

disagree.Weallareatfaulthere.Whyareyou

puttingalltheblameonhim.Wealsoastheelders

ofthefamilywerewrong.Weshouldhaveasked

thefamilyandsatdownbeforeagreeingforthe

weddingtotakeplace.Soinsteadoffightingwhy

dontwefindawayforward?Asafamilycourse

wereinthistogether.

Uncle4:Iagree.Sowhatdidthesangomasayson

aboutmovingforward?

Mxolisi:Shesaidweneedtoaskforforgiveness



withagoatandthey'llreleaseher.Afterthatwhen

itstrikesmidnightshe'llbecleansedattheriver.

Thatwayshe'llgethereyesightbackandshe'll

havetounitewithherguardian.(swallowed)

Staven:That'ssimple.Ithoughtmaybethey'dwant

morebutthat'sevengenerous.Wecandoso

tomorrow,right.

Joseph:Yeah..thesoonerthebetter.

TherestofthefamilyagreedalongwhenMxolisi

stoodupfeelingsuffocatedandwalkedout.

Meanwhile,Lefasatonthekitchencounterwithhis

wifebetweenhislegslaughingwhenhesawhis

littlebrotherrushingout.

Lefa:Excusemebabe.Letmegocheckonhim.

Her:Sure.I'llmakethemtea.

Lefa:Cool.



Hegotoffthecounterandjoggedoutlookingfor

Mxolisibuthewasn'tinthefront.Hesighed

lookingaroundthenhewenttocheckbehindthe

houseandsawhimholdingontothetreewithhis

headdownsilentlycrying.Hewalkedoverand

stoodnexttohimputtinghishandonhisshoulder.

Lefa:itsgonnabealrightman.I'msorry.

Mxolisi:(sobbed)I'vefallenforher.

Lefa:Iknow..

Mxolisi:Butwhy?WhydoeseverygirlthatIfall

inlovewithhastoalwaysleavemeforanotherguy?

HowlessofamanamI?What'swrongwithme?

Lefa:ThereisnothingwrongwithyouDonald.Why

wouldyouthinktheresanythingwrongwithyou?

Youramanenough.Stoplookingdownon

yourselfjustbecauseachickalwaysleavesyou.

Youroneofakindman.They'reluckytheygotan

opportunitytobewithsomeonelikeyou.Someone

wholovesthemdearly.



Mxolisi:Butlovesometimesitsnotenoughright?I

dontknowwhattodoanymore.Myrelationships

failandnowmymarriagefailed,withinmonths.

HowcomeIalwaysendupbroken?

Lefa:Becouseyoumybrother,letpeoplebecome

youreverything.That'swhyyouenduphurt.Let

theceremonytakeplace,thengotellherhowmuch

youloveher.Letitalloutonherandseeifshe

feelsthesameway.Dontbejudgyyettowardsher

feelingsforyou.Shecouldbeintoyoutoo.

Mxolisi:Still..what'sthepointoflovingsomeone

whohastobewithsomeone.Whyme?Whathave

IdoneorwhohaveIwronged?Iwassupposedto

behappywithher,andIam.I'mverymuchhappy

whenI'mwithRose.Weweresupposedtohavea

happilyeverafter.ButnowIunderstandthattheres

nosuchathingasahappilyeverafter.

Lefa:Hey...dontbeatyourselfsohard.Comeon

..let'sgotalkinside.

Helookedathisbrotherandshookhisheadnobut



Lefapulledhimandtheywalkedinside.

AtBreezeshouse.

AbigailsatontheedgeofthelookingatBreeze

layingdownfacingupwithhiseyeswideopen.She

lickedherlipsandfiddledwithherfingers.

Abigail:IhavenoproblemwithyourchildBreeze.I

understandthatbabywasamistake.We-

Breeze:YouunderstandshitAbigail.Nooneisa

mistake.Includingmychild.

Abigail:Soyoumadeababywithheronperpose?

Breeze:WhatI'msayingisiknewwhatIwasdoing

whenIsleptwithher.Iknewwhattheresultswill

beandthebabyhappenedtobethatresult.So

neverevercallmychildamistakecoursehesnot.

Abigail:Yousoundproud.

Breeze:I'mnotproud,I'mashamed.Butmybaby



is-notaloophole.

Tearsblurredhersitewhenshefacedanother

directionandbithernails.Tearssilentlyrolled

downhercheekswhenshebitherliptryingnotto

makeasound.

Abigail:Ijustwishitcouldhavebeenme.Mine.

Ourbaby!

Breeze:Iknow.AndI'mreallysorry.

Abigail:(shouted)Butyoudontsoundsorry

Breeze!!!

Breeze:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?Whatdoyou

wantmetodo?Tellme.Coursewhateveritis,I'll

doitifitmakesyouforgiveme.

Abigail:HowwillIforgiveyouwheneverytimeI'll

haveaconstantreminderofwhatyoudid?

Breeze:(low)See..you'llneverseemychildfor

whoheis.Allyou'lleverseeisareminderand

someonetoblameright?WellgoaheadGail,hate



me,hatemychild.Idon'tknowforhowlongyour

gonnakeepupwithit,butjustknowthatIloveyou.

Andifyouwantsomeonetoblameforourmessed

upreunionthenyouhaveaperfecthusband.

CoursenomatterhowmuchItry,I'llneverleave

mykidbehind.Notmyblood.I'msorry.

Hestoodupfromthebedandcheckedhisphone

foranymissedcallsandfoundnone.Heputitback

andwalkedtowardsthebathroom.

Abigail:IwantachildofmyowntooBreeze.

Breezestoppedonhisstepsandscoffedturning

andlookedather.

Breeze:What?

Abigail:Iwantachildtoo.

Breeze:Abigailyournotthinkingstraight.Your



hurt,andIgetthat.Butyoucantjustjumpinto

wantingababy.

Abigail:Ican.Iwantachildandyourgoingtofuck

meuntilyourspermfertilizesme.

Breeze:Abigailyourmywife.Idonthavetofuck

you,ihavetomakelovetoyouinorderforyouto

conceive.

Abigail:Thenmakelovetome.Please.(Cry)

Hertearsalwaysbroughtpaintohisheart.Hebit

hisliplookingatherandsighedrubbinghisnose.

Breeze:No.

Abigail:No?Whatdoyoumean"no"?Soyou'd

rathermakelovetoyourbitchesandnotme,your

socalledwife!Andworsemakebabiesoutofour

marriage!

Breeze:(rolledeyes)Herewegoagain.

Abigail:Haveyoubeenhavingsexwithherall



along?

Breeze:What?

Abigail:Isshesatisfyingyou?ThedayIreturnedI

triedtogetclosetoyouandyoudidn'tfeelme.

Waitisthatit?Youdontfeelmeanymore?

Breeze:Yourhurt.Andyouneedtocalmdownand

collectyourself.

Abigail:I'vedonealotofcollectionBreeze.Ifyou

dontlovemethenwhythehellareyoustillwithme?

Divorceme!Thatwayyoucanhaveyourpeace

withyoursugarmama!

Breeze:I'mnotgoingtodothat!

Abigail:Whythehellnot!Soyoucanhurtme

further!Youdontwannatouchme,youhardlylook

atme,youdontkissme,youdontwanttomake

lovetome,youdontfuckme,youkeepsecrets

fromme,leasteventalkingtome,whatamIstill

doinghere!?

Breeze:YourmywifeandIloveyou.

Abigail:Noyoudont.YouloveJanemore.You



sayyoulovemeandSagibutshe'spregnantinJail

rottingandyournotdoingadamnthing!,

meanwhileyourbabymamaswaysherassright,

leftandcenter.She'spregnantforGod'ssake.

Breeze:(teary)MyhandsaretiedAbigail.Andfor

yourinformation,IloveSagi.

Abigail:Wow!JustwowBreeze!Youdontlove

anyonebutyourself.Youdontloveher,courseif

youdid,you'dbreakeveryrulejustsoyoucansee

her.Lovedoesn'thaverulesandskipsboundries.

Nomatterwhatshesaid,you'dgohighandlow

untilyoureachouttoher.Yourloveisnocapable

togoagainstalloddsisn't?

Breezeswallowedlookingathernotknowingwhat

tosay.Shestoodupfromthebedandwalked

towardsthedoor.

Abigail:I'vehadenoughBreeze.I'mtired.I'vebeen

beatenandbroken,I'mafraidIcantkeepupeven

thoughyoustillholdmyheartinyourpalms.I'm



sorrybutnowIhavetochoosemeoveranything

andanyone.

Shewipedhertearsandlookedattheringonher

finger.Shebitherlipastearsrolleddownandshe

tookitoffputtingitonthetablelookingathim.

Abigail:Thisisforthebest.You'llreceivethe

papersfrommylawyer.Iloveyou.

Shetookonelastlookbeforebitingherlipand

walkedout.MeanwhileBreeze'skneesgotweak

andweakeruntilhecouldn'tstandandhefellon

them.Hecouldliterallyfeelhisheartbreakinginto

piecesastearsstreameduncontrollably.Ithurtso

badthatheendedupscreamingjusttoreleasethe

pain.Hequicklystoodupandranout.Bythetime

hereachedthedoorhesawhercardrivingoutas

thelightsdissapearedinthedarkness.

.



.
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[08/02,13:53]Lynne :Chapter69.

Breezesatonthemathwithtwostrongliquors

besideshimandanotheroneinhishand.He

gulpedfromthebottlewhenheheardthedooropen

andquicklystooduptocheckhopingitwasAbigail.



HefrownedlookingatOdirilewhosmiledathim.

Odirile:Wowthisisasurprise.Happytoseeme,

youeven-Isthata...noBreezecomeonman.You

hadenoughofthislastnight.Thisshitwillmake

yoursystemdisfunction.

Hegrabbedthebottlefromhimanddisposedit

outsidebeforegoingtothrowthebottleinabin.

Breezescoffedbeforewalkingbacktothelounge

andopenedanotheronedrinkingjustasOdirile

walkedin.Hebithisliplookingathimbeforesitting

down.

Odirile:Ionlyleftforhoursandalreadyyouturned

yourselfintoaliquortank.Nowtellmeifyoudont

needababysitteragainandI'llpunchyourightin

betweentheeyes.

Breeze:She'sleavingme.Mightaswelljustdie.

Odirile:Sagiwillneverleaveyouman.Andstop



talkingaboutdieing.Who'lltakecareofyourkids?

Theirmothers?

Breeze:ImeantAbigail.Andmykidswillbebetter

offwithoutme.I'mprettysuretheirmama'swilldo

averygoodjobraisingthem.LookatKagiso's

mother.Sheraisedhimwithoutamanbyherside,

soSagiandJanecanalsodothesame.

Odirile:Andthey'lldoaverygoodjob.Butdon't

youthinktheydeserveafather?Someonetoshield

andprotectthemfromthedangersoftheworld?

Dontyouthinktheydeserveafather'slove?

Breezelookedathimandgalpedtheliquoras

Odirilescoffed.

Odirile:Ormaybeyourstillworriedaboutpending

daddy-hood.

Breeze:No...itsnotthat.ItsAbigail.She'sleaving

me.

Odirile:That'sridiculous.Gailwillneverleaveyou



foranythingintheworld.

Breeze:Wellshewill.She'sdivorcingme.

Odirile:(jawsdropped)What?

Breeze:Yeah...sounlessyouwantdontwantto

joinme,thenpleaseleaveorgivemeapieceof

mind.

Helookedathimwipeatearbeforesighingand

wenttogetaglass.Drinkafriendssorrowsalways

didplayedapartinfriendship.

.

.

THENEXTDAY

.

.

AtRose'shouse.

Rosetossedonthebedandfinallywokeup.This



wasthemosthurtingpart.Wakingupbutnotbeing

abletoseeanything,justcompletedarkness.She

sighedraisingherupperbodyandtriedotfeelif

anyonewasinthere.

MeanwhileKagisosatonthechairwithablanket

adoringherasshestoodstill.Hesmiledlookingat

hergettingoffthebedandwalkedoversearching

withherhandstouchinghim.

Rose:Kagiso?

Kagiso:(smiling)mmhh?

Rose:Areyouawake?

Kagiso:NowIambeautiful.HowcanIhelpyou?

Stoptouchingoryou'llwakemybonesup.

Rose:(smiled)Whatbones?

Kagiso:youramarriedwoman,donttellmeyou

havenoideawhatI'mtalkingabout.Stopdoingthat

!(laughed)



Hequicklygotoffbeforeshecouldtouchhisdick

andlaughedasshesmiled.

Rose:oh...youmeantyourdick?

Kagiso:Jeezyoudonthavetobesostraightwithit

mbutyeah.Yourtooslow.

Rose:Well..isitawake?

Kagiso:kinda...butI'llbegood.

Shebitherlipasherheartstartedracing.Thelast

andthefirsttimeshedidthissheendedup

bleedingandunabletowalkfor3to4days.She

canimaginethepainnow.

MeanwhileKagisolookedatherasshekeptquiet

withafaceexpresshecouldn'texplain.

Kagiso:Areyouohk?

Rose:Doyouwannahavesexwithme?



Kagiso:What?

Rose:Iwanttohavesexwithyou.

Kagiso:(clearedthroat)mmmkkgmmwhat?Rose

yourstillamarriedwoman.

Rose:Wellnotforlong.Weareseparatingand

you'llhavetobewithmeright?

Kagiso:HowdidyouknowIwassupposedtobe

theonetobewithyou?

Rose:Putoneplusonetogetherandtheypointedto

you.

Kagiso:Oh..

Rose:Yeah..soarewehavingsex?

Kagisolookedathernotknowingwhattosay.He

neverhadanyonetalkobviousaboutsexlikethisto

him.Andeventhoughhefounditcutehestillhad

torespecthermarriageevenifitscomingtoans

end.



Kagiso:Wewill.Butnotnow.Afterthiswhole

thing,Ipromiseyou'llhaveallthesexyouneed.

Rose:Promise?CourseIneverhadsexbefore.I

didbutitwasn'tsex.Mxolisijustbrokemyvirginity

justsohecangetthebloodstainandpulledout.

Weneverhadsexevenuntilnow.

Kagiso:Soyouguyslivedinonehouselustingover

oneanotherandstarvingbutyoudidn'teventhink

oftappingevenifitsonce?

Rose:Yepp.He'sthehusband,hewassupposed

tocomehomeandgetitbuthedidn'twantto

invademyspace.Hepromisednottotouchmeor

doanythingtomewithoutmepermittinghimtodo

so.

Kagiso:Hesoundslikeagentleman.Buthe

overdoesitleyena.

Rose:He'sacoolguythough.Keepshispromises

andknowshowtotreatalady.

Kagiso:sowhohelpedyoutakeabath,dressand

all?



Rose:Hedid.Hedressedmeandfedme.He's

beenthereformeandIcantthankhimenough.

EvenwhenIwasonmyperiods,henever

aboundedme.He'sbeentherewithmeeverystep

ofthewaygoingupanddownwithmetryingtofind

helpformesinceIgotblind.Butnotoncetriedto

takeadvantageofmeandhadsexwithmewithout

megivingintoitortouchedmeinappropriately.

Kagisolookedatherbutcouldn'thelpbutsmileat

howshealwaysnoticesthegoodinsomeoneand

notthebad.Hepulledherhandbythehand

huggingherbeforekissingherforehead.

Kagiso:That'swhyIloveyou.

Shewrappedhersaroundhiswaistwhenthedoor

slidopenandMxolisi'swalkedin.Hesighed

lookingatthemandtheybrokethehug.



Mxolisi:Morning.

Them:Morning.

Mxolisi:Youguysshouldprepareyourselves.We

areleavinginanhour.Dontworry,I'llhelpherman.

KagisolookedathimandsighedkissingRose's

forehandagainbeforeleavingtheroom.Meanwhile

MxolisilookedatRosestandinginthemiddleofthe

roomandhecouldn'thelpbutrushedoverleaving

thedoorandhuggedherwhenshehuggedhim

back.Thehugbecametightandemotionalwhen

Rosefeltateardroponherhead.Shehuggedhim

eventighttoobeforetheybrokeit.Hecubedher

faceastearsburnedhereyes.

Mxolisi:RoseIloveyou.IknowIneverreallysaid

thisbutoverthecoupleofmonthsIgrewtolove

youasIgottoknowyouandbewithyou.This

mightsoundridiculousandselfishformetosay

thistodaywhenwearebeingseparatedbutI

wantedyoutoknowhowmuchofaplaceyouhold



inmyheart.Ineverfeltlikethissincethelast

personI'vebeenwithuntilyou.EversinceI'vemet

youIwakeupknowingIhaveaperposetolivethat

isrenewedeverysinglemorningwhenthesunrises

.AndIbegintothinkaboutusandnotonlyme.I've

beenmeaningtosaythiswordscoursethey've

beenhauntingmeeversinceImetyou.Iloveyou

RosellaLyon.Mywordsaren'tenoughtodescribe

whatIfeelforyou.WhenI'matwork,Iget

impatientwishingforthetimetotravelfasterjust

soIcancomehometoyou.Andsomehowwhen

I'mwithyouIwantittotravelslower.Ittried

stoppingmyselffromfallingforyoumaking

presumptionsonhowyoufeelaboutmebutthe

moreIavoidedmyfeelingsforyou,themorethey

grew.Itrytokeepyououtofmyheadoverworking

myselfbutyoukeeponpoppinginsidedraggingme

home.WhenIgetanideaofsomethingorsee

couplesonthestreetsIkeepprayingthatitcould

beus.SometimesIjustwanttoshoutatthem

becouseIcanttellyouaboutmyfeelingsandIget

jealousofthem,courseIcanthavewhattheyhave

withyou.Youmakemefeeltheessenceofliving



everysecond,minute,andhourasIstillhaveairin

mylungs.Thelittlemomentsispentwithyou

playedapartinmyloveforyou.Thelittlechatsand

thesmiles.IwonttradethisfeelingIhaveforyou

foranythingonthisplanet.Icantstopthinking

aboutyouandIwontstopthinkingaboutyouandI

wonteventrytostopthinkingaboutyou.Imaynot

bewithyouinthefuture,butneverforasecond

thinkmyloveforyouhasblownawayoranyless.

(Crying)IloveyouRose.Iloveyousobad.Ithurts

thatallI'llbeleftwithfromnowallwillbeamemory

ofyousleepingnexttome.IthurtsmethatwhenI'll

closemyeyesatnighttosleepyourfacewon'tbe

theretosleeptooandtowakeuptoo.Hurts

courseIchosetoloveyoumorethanicanhandle.I

loveyou.IthurtsmethatI'llhavetolivelovingyou

likethisthoughIalreadyseeyou'llgetyour

happinesswithsomeoneelseanddefinitely

somethingyou'llneverhavewithme.Iloveyou

RosellaLyon.I'llalwaysandforeverdo.

Rose'stearsrolleddownuncontrollablywheshe



brokedowncrying.Mxolisipulledheragainhugging

herandshewrappedherhandsaroundhim

hugginghimtightnotwantingtoletgowettinghis

shirt.Hepulledherfacelookingatherandwiped

hertearsandcouldn'thelpbutleaninandthey

kissed.

Meanwhile..Kagisostoodagainstthewallwitha

racingbrokenheartandtearsinhiseyes.Hebithis

lipandpeakedoverwhenhesawthemkissing.His

heartbroketothelastashewatchedthempulltheir

shirtsoffandhepickedherputtingheronthebed.

Heswallowedastearsrolleddownhischeeks

lookingathimkissingherwithhishandscanning

herbody.Whenhewasabouttopulldownherpj

pantsKagisomovedawaywithhisribsprotecting

dustwalkingdownthestairsashermounsfilledhis

ears.Shescreamedashebrokethroughher

secondvirginitywhenKagisoreceivedchestpains.

Herubbedhischestunabletowalkandbreath

properlybutkeptonwalkingjusttogetoutasfast

ashecan.Heputhishandsonhisearstryingto



coveritoutalongwiththepainwhenhemisseda

stepandfellrollingonthestairsuntilherreached

thefloorhittinghisheadandblankedout.

.

.

.
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AtBreezeshouse.



Hecouldn'tsleeplastnight.Andhehadtokeepup

withthepainbecauseOdirileonlyallowedhimto

drinkonebottlewhichtheyshared.Hestoodup

fromthecouchwhenherememberedthatKagiso

wasoutlastnightwithAbigailbutnevercame

home.Hejoggedupstairstohisroomandknocked

gettinginandfoundnoone.Couldhehavegone

withher?Hewenttogethisphoneasafatherly

instinctcoveredhimandwithapoundingheart

dialedAbigail.Afterafewtrieshesatonthestairs

andwroteamessage.

Breeze:Youknow,ifyou'regonnaleaveme,leave

mewithsomethingtokeepmesmiling.AndI'mnot

callingtotalkaboutthedivorce,I'mcallingbecause

mysondidn'tcomehomelastnight.Whereishe?

30secondspassedandshereplied.



Abigail:SorryIforgottotellyoulastnight.He'sat

Rose'shouse.

Hereadthemassageandsighedashisheartached

toaskheraboutthem.Hebuthislipandshutthe

phonegoingupstairstotakeashower.Aftera

whilehewalkedjoggeddownthestairsandfound

Odirilewideawakedrinkingcoffeestandingbythe

door.

Breeze:Nowyourbeingcreepy.

Odirile:Whereareyougoing?

Breeze:I'mgoingtocheckonmynieceandson.I

stilldon'ttrustthatguy.Besides,Ineedsomething

tokeepmebusy,right?

Odirile:I'mcomingalong.

Breeze:No!

Odirile:Itwasn'taquestion.Let'sgetgoing.



HeledthewayasBreezechuckledandfollowed.

AtRose'shouse.

Aboutanhourafterhefell.Mxolisigrindeddeep

insideofherwithherlegsonhisshouldersastheir

mounsfilledtheroom.Boththeirbodiesclapped

againstoneanotherandheheldhertightshooting

hisgenerationinsideofherbeforecollapsingontop

ofher.Thatwasepic!Hewipedthesweatofhis

faceandturnedlookingatRosewhoslowlydrifted.

Hesmiledandwenttoprepareherbaththencame

backtogether.Afterputtingherinsidehetooka

quickshowerandwhenhewasdonehewentoutto

getdressed.Hepulledthesheetsoffandsmiledat

howflexyandsweetshewas.Howdidheeven

missthatdeliciousnessstayingwithherinthe

samehouse?Heshookhisheadandputtheclean

onesonthenwentoutwiththedirtyones.Ashegot

outoftheroomhespottedKagisolayingonthe

groundrecklesslyandfrownedwalkingdownthe



stairs.Hesawalittlebitofbloodstainonthewhite

carpetwherehelayedandpanickedleavingthe

sheetsgettingonhiskneescheckinghispulse.It

wasfaint.Hepickedhisheadtocheckhowbadit

waswhenhesawalotofbloodthatcoveredhis

shirtandhislegfacingtheotherdirection.

Mxolisi:(panicking)Kagisomanplease.Wakeup

..Kagiso.

Heheardacardrivethroughoutsideandthere's

onlyonepersonheknewwholikethisloudcar's.

HebithislipandputKagiso'sheaddownlookingat

thebloodthatcoverdhishandsandquicklyranout

andyep,itwasBreeze.

MeanwhileBreezeandOdirilelookedaround

impressedstillsittinginthecarandfrowned

lookingatMxolisisprintingoutwithbloodonhis

hands.Boththeirheartspoundedandtheyquickly

steppedout.



Breeze:Iswearifyoudidsomethingtohurthim,

I'mgonnakillyouthistime!

Mxolisi:Ididn'tdoanything,Ifoundhimlayingon

thefloorbleedingwithadislocatedleg.

Odirile:Bleedinganddislocatedleg.Boybetter

startpraying.

Heswallowedfollowingtheminsideandwatched

themtryingtowakehimupandfinallypickedhim

takinghimtothecar.MeanwhileRoseheard

peopleshoutingdownstairsinhersleepandwoke

uptoastingingpainbetweenherlegs.She

balancedherselfgettingputpfthewaterandpicked

atowelwrappingherselfbeforewalkingout

touchingthewall'stogetherwayout.

Outside..BreezeshutthedoorandlookedatMxolisi

withonehellofadarelookbeforegettinginthecar

andOdirilespedout.

Mxolisiswallowedahugelampandcouldalmost



imaginethepainafterthis.Hewalkedbackinside

andsawRosestandingonthebloodwalkingover.

Mxolisi:Heywhereareyougoing?

Rose:Iheardvoicesshouting.Familiarvoices

actually.

Mxolisi:Oh..itwasnothing.Let'sgetyouready.

Wehavetogo.

Rose:WhereisKagiso?

Mxolisi:(choked)He..hewentoutwithhisfather.

Rose:UncleBreezewashere?Whydidn'tyou

wakeme?

Mxolisi:Theywereinarush.

Rose:Whyisyourvoiceshaking?What'sgoingon

andwhyisthecarpetwet?

Mxolisi:Ispilledwaterandasformyvoice,I'm

scaredbecausethisisthelastdayIspendwithyou.

Areyousureyoudontwanttocallyourparentsfor

theceremony?It'llbegoodiftheywerethere.



Rose:MyparentscarelessaboutmeMxolisi.They

gotridofmethesecondtheyfoundoutthatmom

waspregnant.IwasjustaburdentothemandI

hatebeingone.I'vebeenreplacedinthat

householdandpleasedontbringthisup.

Mxolisi:Butyoudorealizethattheeldersmight

needthemfortheceremonytobesuccessful?

Rose:I'vegotauntieSagi,GailandBreezetoplay

thatpartinmylife.

Mxolisi:Buttheirnotyourparents.ComeonRose,

onewayoranotheryou'llhavetogetoveryourself

andmendthingswiththem.Youragirlnotaboy.

Youneedyourmother.Yourstillachildandyou'll

needthemwhenyougetolderandfacelife

challenges.

Rose:Iwasn'takidwhenyouputallyourdick

insideofme.Stoptalkingaboutmyparents.

Mxolisi'seyeswidenedashisjawsdroppedlooking

athergoingupthestairsleavingbloodfootprints

onherway.Hescoffedtoherstatementbefore



followinghertohelphergetdressed.

Atthementalprison.

Abigaillookedatthemanashepressedthe

computerandsighedlookingather.

Man:I'msorrymam.Butyournotonthevisitors

list,infacttheprisonerputyouonthoseshedidn't

wantthemtocomevisither.

Abigail:Sagiwillneverdothat.Checkagain.

Man:Idid.I'msorryicantletyouin.

Shelookedatthemanandsighedwalkingoutto

getherstuffwalkingtothecarwithaheavyheart.

Shegotintothecarandlayedbackfeelinghelpless.

Shetookoutherphoneanddialedherlawyer.



Abigail:Isitdone?

Lady:Yeah...Iwilldeliverthembytheendoftoday

.ButAbigailareyousureyouwanttodothis?

You'vebeenmarriedtothisguyforoveryearsand

heisyourfirstlove.Dontyouthinkmaybeyou

shouldsitdownandthinkthisthroughcoursethis

isahugestepyourtaking?Istillthinkyourhurtand

yourdoingthisoutofpain.

Abigail:Welllovealmostkilledmeoutof

heartbreakandparalyzedme.I'veputupwith

nonsenseandit'stimeIputanendtothatLucia.

Lucia:Butyoustilllovehim?

Abigail:Myaffectionsdontmatternomore.Agirl's

gottodowhatagirlisgottodotosurvive.I'm

donewithBreeze.AndlasttimeIchecked,you

weremylawyerandnotmytherapist.

Lucia:Wellthislawyerissayingthisoutofconcern

andhatestoseeherclientsgoingthroughadifficult

timeonlybecausetheydidn'ttaketimefor

themselvesandthinkeverythingthroughbefore

takingabigstep.It'salsoagoodthing,foryoubut



...anywaythat'syouright?Letmejustconcentrate

onwhatI'mhiredtodo.

Theycutthecallandshesighedlookingatthe

building.Thisisawayforwardforhertoheal.If

shewantedtofindhappinessoutsidethenthisisit.

Sheshookherheadanddroveoff.

Atthehospital.

JanewalkedinJack'swardandfoundhimlaying

onthebedasleep.They'vebeensedatingwhile

tryingtofindoutwhat'swrongwithhimandstill

nothing.Shewalkedoverandsatnexttohimon

thechairandpulledhishand.Heseemedpeaceful

whenasleepandshemissedthat.Justthatthe

feelingsshehasforhislittlebrotherweregrowing

eachdayandhecan'tfightthem.

Jane:Hey..Ijusthopeyoucanhearme.Uhm-



Jack,IknowyouandIhavenotbeenseeingeyeto

eyesinceRoselostherfriend.Andworserecently.

Iwantedtoletyouknowthatitsnotyourfault.Itoo

amtoblamecourseIdidalotofselfishthingsthat

whenI'lltellyouyou'llliterallybreakandfilefor

divorce.Idon'tknowwhy,butI'malsoscaredto

loseyou.I'vedoneareallyunforgivablethingJack,

underyournoseand-andIthinkmaybeifIletyou

knowwhatitisyou'll-youknowwhat?Let'sjust

leavethatforwhenyou'verecovered.Ineedyouto

fightthisJack.Iknowwehadourdifferencesbut

I'msayingthisoutofawifelyconcern.Youcan

fightthis.PleasedothisforRose.Youoweherto

fightandbestrongsoyoucancomehometosee

herasyouwish.(Teary)Sheneedsyou.Rosella

needsherfather.

Atearrolleddownfollowedbytheotherwhenshe

felthimgentlysqueezeherhand.Sheraisedher

headandsmiledasanothertearsfollowed.

Herphonebeepedandshewipedhertearsusing

onehandtocheckherphone.



AtMxolisi'shouse.

Anhourlater..

Janeparkedoutsidelookingatthecarsintheyard.

Judgingfromtheparagraphtheysenther,her

presencewasnotapprovedbyRose.Butshehad

tobehereanyway.Asherparent.Shesighed

steppingoutandpulledherjackedwearingitand

herheadwrap.Lefametherhalfwayandthey

walkedinsidethehouseandgreetedeveryone.

Steven:Shallwegetstarted.Shewhogavelifeto

herishere,weheardaboutthefatheroverthe

phone.Mxolisigogetyourwifesowecandothis.

.
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AttheHospital.

Kagisowatchedasthedoctorcheckedhisheart

ratethenwroteonthefilebeforecheckinghiseyes.

Heclenchedhisjawsasthememoryofthemtaking

offtheirclothesflashedbeforehiseyes.Heclosed

hiseyesthenopenedthemlookingoutsidethinking

whatcouldbehappeningatthispoint.

Doctor:I'llcomecheckonyoulater.



Kagiso:unfortunatelydoctor,Idon'thaveuntillater

.Ihavetobesomewheretonight.

Doctor:MrLyonIhavetokeepyouhereforfur-

Kagiso:(snapped)IsaidIdon'thavetime!.I'm

sorrybutIhavetogetoutofthisplace.Icanbarely

evenbreathewiththiswallsaroundmewhenI

spentmonthsinhere.It'ssuffocating.

Thedoctorlookedathimbeforefixinghisglasses

andsighedbeforeputtingthefilebackandleft.

Atearescapedatthecornerofhiseyewhenhe

quicklywipedit.Clearylovedoesn'tsuithim.He

thoughtmaybeshewouldatleast,atleastrespect

himenoughwithasimplelittlethingbyrespecting

hispresenceinherhouse,butno.Thisonly

showshowunwelcomehewas.Hewasinvading

theirprivacy.

Kagiso:(chuckles)WhatdidIexpect?Hugsand

kisses.Mxm.



Sothiswashowthisfriendofherslikedtoseehim

like.Sufferingandcomingcountlesstimestothe

hospital?Onlyforher.Atfirsthewaspunishedfor

nottakingaction.Secondlywhenhedidhewas

turneddown.Thirdlyhetriedpullingheroutofher

darkness,buthey,babygirlrefused.Fourth,she

steppedonhisheartlikeitwasnothingbutatoyto

playwith.Worstwaswakingupinacemetery.For

what?Maybeitwasbetterifhecompletedthetask

hewasgivenandstayoutofherlifecourseclearly

Nakedihadnointentiontolethimgonotaminute

untilit'sdone.

ThedoorslidopenandBreezewalkedinwith

Odirile.Theystoodnexttohimandbothputtheir

handsinthepockets.

Kagiso:What?

Breeze:Whatdidhedotoyou?

Kagiso:whodidwhattome?



Breeze:Mxolisi-Whatdidhedo?

Kagiso:Nothing.Hedidnothing.Ifelloffthe

stairsbymyself.Missedastepthenrolleddown

untilIreachedthefloor.

Breeze:Andwherewashe?

Kagiso:Busy.

Breeze:Busywithwhatexactly?Youweretheir

guest.Theyweresupposedtobeonalookout.

Youlostalotofblood.Seemedlikeyoubledfora

longtimewhilehewas"busy".Whatwashedoing?

Kagiso:Idon'tknow.Probablymakingbabieswith

hiswife,Idon'tcare.Iwanttogetoutofhereand

gogetthisnonsenseoveranddonewith.

Breeze:Whatnonsense?

Kagiso:Thiswholechosenbyafriendshit!The

soonerIgetthisoutofthewaythebetter.Ihavea

soultonurse.Iwantnothingtodowithwhat

happensafterthis.Guardianornoguardian.I'm

done

Breeze:ThoughtyoulovedRose?



Kagiso:Wellloveisoverrated.

Breeze:Yeah..IthinkIgotanideaaboutthat.

Odirile:Sowait...what'sthe"Chosenbyafriend"

thingy?Isitlikeaparanormalthing?

Breeze:Somethinglikethat.Hewaschosento

rescueRosefromherluckoflight.Iguessmy

niecechoppedhisheartsomehow.Whathappened

inthathouseforyoutowanttogetthisoutofthe

waysobad?

Kagiso:EvenifItellyou,there'snothingyoucan

doaboutitanyway.

Breeze:Thentellme.

Kagiso:Why?

Odirile:Yousaidityourself,"There'snothinghecan

doaboutit"he'lljustkeephishandstohimself,it'll

tiehishands.Sowhatisit?

Kagiso:(sighed)theyweredoingitinmypresence.

Youknow"It".Inputandoutput.

Both:Ooooww!



Kagiso:Yeah...ooww..sosoonthey'llbeprocess.

Both:Rrrriiigghht..

Odirile:Appledoesn'tfallfarfromit'stree.

Breeze:(agreed)Mmh-mmh.Sohowdoyouintend

onsolvingthisspiderofyours?

Odirile:Simple.Dowhathewasinstructedtodo

andleavethegirl.Therearealotofbeautiful,

intelligentgirlsoutthere.Clearlyifshecoulddo

thatitshowshowlesssheloveshim.Actuallyshe

doesn'tloveyou!Ifshecouldpretendtocarelike

thisthenwhatwillhappeninthefuture?You'llfind

yourselfraisingkidsthataren'tyourswhileshehas

asideniggabesidesherthatkeepsplantingseeds

foryoutowaterandbloomthem.Justbehappy

thatyoumanagedtoseeanothersideofherthatno

oneelsehaseverseen.Behappyyougottosee

theinnerRosethatislostdeepdowninsidethe

sweetoneyoursenttoerasebeforeshecould

appearinhertrueform.ButIdon'tblameher,it

runsinthefamily.



Breezescoffedlookingathimbuthekeptastraight

facestaringatKagiso.Kagisolookedatthemand

couldn'tstopthelaughteruntilitescaped.Breeze

turnedlookingathimandbithisliptryingnotto

laughbuteventuallybusted.

Breeze:Youjusthadtoruinonegoodspeech

,didn'tyou?

Odirile:Wellmyfriend,ineveryspeechyouhaveto

statefacts.Andthat'safact.

Breeze:Iguess...andtherearealotoflove

trianglesinthiscircleofours.Welcometothehood

myboy.Letmegotalktothedoctor.

Hewalkedtowardshedoorandturnedlookingat

Odirile.

Breeze:isn'tthisthepartwhereyoucomealong?

Odirile:Hela!I'mnotyourbodyguard.



Breeze:Ofcouse,butyourmybabysitter.

Odirile:(chuckled)yeah..butnowIgotarealbaby

tolookoutfor.Meandmynephewhere,havealot

todiscuss.SoIresignonyou.Igiveup

Breeze:Aren'tyounowscaredI'mgonnado

anythingstupid?

Odirile:Areyougoingtodoanythingstupid?

Breeze:Probably.Butno.

Odirile:Thengogetthebloodydoctor!Justpicture

mebreathingonyouneckandyouwontdo

anythingstupid.

Theyalllaughedandhewentout.Odirilepulleda

chairandsatdown.

Odirile:So...tellme.

Kagiso:What?

Odirile:Youknow-thiswholechosenthing.How

diditstartandupuntiltoday.



Kagiso:Well..{narrated}

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Aftercleansingthembothwiththegoatsblood,

theystoodupfromthegrassmathandRosewas

escortedfromthekralandledintothehouse.The

eldersremainedinthekralcommunicatingwiththe

ancestorsandafterawhiletheyalsowentout.

Janewalkedbesidestheladiesandwhentheywere

gettinginsideshestoodatthedoorbeforeturning

backandwenttohercar.Jacobspottedher

walkingawayandexcusedhimselftogotoher.

Jacob:Jane?

Jane:Hii..isthereanythingelseleft?

Jacob:Ohnono!Wedideverythingthatwas

requestedfromus.They'renolongerhusbandand

wife.Thegirlhastogogetcleansedoncetheclock

strikesmidnight.



Jane:oh..Igetit.Sowhatdidyouwanttotalk

about?

Jacob:IwantedtoaskyouaboutJakcscondition.

What'swrong?

Jane:Wedontknowyet.Hesinpainandcan

hardlywalk.Thedoctorstriedandarestilltrying

butnothinghascometorevealitself.Alltheycan

dorightnowiseasethepainandsedatehim,

thoughtheyhavetogivehimmorethanonecan

take.Itcouldkillhim.AndIdon'twantthat.He

hasachildtoloveandlookoutfor.Rosedeserves

tofeeltheloveafterwhathasoccurredtoherthe

coupleofmonths.

Jacob:I'msorryyourgoingthroughthis.Isthere

anythingwecandotohelp?Kanahe'smyfriend.

Jane:Rightnowallyoucandoiskeephimin

prayers.He'sfightingandcoulduseyourhelp

throughprayers.

Jacob:YeahIwilldoso.Andbythewaymsorry

aboutallthis.Thisisallmyfault.Itaketheblame.

IfIhadn'tinsistedyourdaughterwouldn'thave



beenrobbedthecoupleofweeksofherlife.Ihope

youfindaplaceinyourhearttofeelmyheartfelt

apology.I'mtrulysorry.Ioweyouguysalotafter

thetraumaIputyourfamilythrough.

Jane:Youdon'toweusanything.Youdidwhatyou

thoughtwasright.Thatalsopayedoffandthelittle

happinesstheyhadcanneverbedestroyed.They

werehappyandweshouldatleastlookatthegood

thatcameoutofthewholething.AndI'llalsoliketo

apologizeforthewayIspoketoyoulasttime.I

wasmeanandselfishandyoudidn'tdeservethat.

I'msorry.Forgiveme.

Jack:it'sohk.Youramotherandyouweresaying

allthosethingsoutofconcernforyourchild.That's

whyIsentyoutheaddressaftercourseI

understandhowit'sliketomissyourchild.Mywife

isalwaysangrycourseDonalddoesn'tcomehome

oftennorusethesimplesttechnicalgadgetto

contactus.He'dratherspendthewholeyearnot

talkingtoyouthancall.

Jane:(laughed)He'samannow.Noneedforyou

towanttokeephimbyyourside.Hecanmakehis



owndecisionsandlearnfromthem.

Jacob:likearranginghiminamarriage-I'mso

donewithit.I'llhavetocometotermswithhimnot

beingafamilyman.

Jane:WellSometimesfamilysucks!Totalpainin

thebackside!

Jacob:(laughs)Yeah,thatitis.Butattheendofthe

day,it'stheonlyplacetofindtrueeternallove.

.

.

Around11H30PM

.

.

AttheRiver.

KagisoandBreezesatinthebackseatwhileOdirile

satonthedriverseatingchickennuggets.He

spottedacardrivingoverandchuckledstillcannot

clearthepictureofseeingBonolowithanotherman



havingsexinfrontofhim.

Odirile:(laughed)ManI'ddie!

Breeze:What?

Odirile:Soboyyouwatchedthisguycaressyour

babygirlandyoudidnothing?ManI'druninthere

andpunchhisknifeteethout.I'drearrangethat

prettyglowingfaceofhis.Damn!

Kagiso:Wellnotallofusareviolent.Besideshe's

hiswife,whythehellnothavesexwithhim?Itwas

intheirhouseanyway.

Breeze:Icheatedtoo,butnotinmywifespresence.

Atleastthat'sforgivable.Onlythingleftwillbean

imaginationofwhathappened.Butboysheleftyou

withaclearpictureinyourhead,donttellmeyou'll

everforgiveandforgetthatcoursethat's

impossible!Inyourpresenceontopofthat!Boy

no!

Kagiso:Well-it'sdoneandI'llgetoverit.Igot

overalotofthingsevenbiggerthanlosingagirlso



whatisshe?

Odirile:Thegirlyoulovedaar!Whatcouldpossibly

hurtmorethangettingyourheartcrushedlikethat?

Kagiso:(low)Pushinglifewithoutaparent.Waking

upinthemorninghavingsleeplessnightsworrying

iftheoneleftisstillbreathingcoursetheirsick.

Beingscaredandalone.Beinghatedjustbecause

yourfromapoorbackground.Everywhereyougo

yougetspatat.Togrownotknowingloveand

everytimeyoufoundit,itbetraysyou.That'swhat

hurtsmorethanloosingagirluncleRile.

Hesignedandsteppedoutofthecarlimping.

Odirileturnedaroundwithastuckfaceandlooked

atBreezewhoshrugged.

Odirile:Doeshealwayshavetosaysomethingthat

toucheswaydeep?

Breeze:He'shurt.

Odirile:Deepman.Thisain'tgoodforhishealth.



Yougattadosomethingaboutthis.Therapyor

something.

BreezesighedlookingatKagisoashestoodthere

lookingupatthemoon.Mxolisiparkedontheother

sideandhelpedRoseoutofthecarjustasJane

parkedontheirside.Breezefrownedsteppingout

andOdirileshookhisheadfollowing.

Odirile:Hopeshedidn'tbringhermelodramaticact

here.

Breeze:SodoI.

Janesteppedoutofthecarwithapoundingheart

andlockedthedoorbeforewalkingovertothem.

Jane:Hii.

Them:Hii.



Shelookedatthemandbitherlipnotknowingwhat

tosaybeforeawkwardlywalkingtoKagisowhohas

beenstaringatthebrightmoon.

Jane:HiiKagiso.

Kagiso:(surprised)HiMrsLyon.

Jane:CallmeJane.Noneedforformality.I

wantedtoapologizeforthewayImistreatedyou

andtalkedtoyou.There'sbeenalotthat'sbeen

happeningtomerecentlyandIpromiseI'mnotthe

kindofwoman.ThisdaysI'vebeenoffandItendto

takeitoutonanyoneandsorryyouhadtobeoneof

those.Youhadnoreasontobeavictimofthe

hormonalme.SorryIstartedourbookonthe

backside.I'mreallysorrythatIevencalledoutyour

mother,Ihadnoreasontodisrespectherlikethat.

Idontevenknowher.I'mtrulysorry.

Kagiso:Itsohk.Iguessweallhaveourbad

moments.

Jane:Yeah..andIpromiseitwonthappenagain.

Canwecallitatruce?



Kagiso:(smiled)Truce.

Theyshookhandsandshelookedathimand

smiling.

Shefrownedrememberingthatlasttimeshesaw

himhewasn'twearinganybandagearoundhis

headandcementonhisleg

Jane:Whathappened?Youweren'thurtwhenIsaw

you?

Kagiso:This..Ifellfromthestairs.Missedastep

andkindamademywaydown.

Jane:Or..howbadisit?

Kagiso:Notbad.Justsmallinjuries,I'llbefine.

Janeshookherheadandsmiledagainwhenthe

healerwalkedoutfromtheriverandcalledthem.



Jane:Soyourtheboymydaughterwasbragging

aboutlasttimeIwaswithher.YourtheoneNakedi

chose?

Kagiso:Yeah...kindacrazyyouknow.

Jane:Shemadeawisechoice.Yourperfect.

Kagisochuckledbeforewalkingawayandshe

followed.MeanwhileOdirileandBreezelookedat

oneanotherwithquestionsroamingintheirheads.

Odirile:That'snotgood.

Breeze:Definitelyabnormal.

ThehealerhelpedRosedowntherocksasJane

helpedKagisodowntotheriverleavingtherestof

theguysawkwardlystaringatoneanothernot

knowingwhattosay.

Odirile:Ihopethisfails.



Theybothturnedlookingathimwithdroppedfaces

andhestaredatthembackasifhedidn'tsay

anythingwrongandshruggedfoldinghishands.

Odirile:What?I'mjustsaying..shedeservesto

remainblind.She'sgonnahoeafterthis.Imean

..(chucled)ifshecanhoewhileblindthenwhat's

stoppingherfrombeingahoewhenshegetsher

eyesightback?Lookatmeforallyoulike,just

dontsayIdidn'twarnyou.

.

.

.
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Thenextday.

AtBreezeshouse.

Kagisostoodinthemiddleoftheshowerlettingthe

watertolickhisbody.Itstilldidn'tmakesenseto

himwhyshewouldjustsleepwithanotherguy

whenheconstantlytoldherhowhefeels.Couldn't

sheatleastlethimgetputofthehousesohewont

haveanyideaofwhathappened?Howheartless

cangirlsbemara?Thewaterwipedthetears

comingfromhiseyeswhenheshookhisheadand

sighedunbraidinghishairsothatwhenhe'sdone

it'lldryquickly.Afterawhilehesteppedoutand

wrappedatowelaroundhiswaistandtookanother

onedryinghishair.Hewenttotheclosetwere



AbigailhadputBreeze'snewclothesforhimbefore

sheleftthengotdressedbeforegoingdownstairs

stilldryinghisrichlonghair.

InthekitchenBreezeputtwoplatesonthecounter

anddishedforthebothofthembeforepouring

eachaglassofjuice.Kagisowalkedinandfound

himcoveredinflourevenonhisfaceandsmiled

sittingdown.

Kagiso:Morning.

Breeze:Boy..howdidyousleep?

Kagiso:hardly,you?

Breeze:samehere.SoImadefluffybetter

pancakes.I'mnotsureifInailedthemcourseI

nevercook.Mybabyalwaysdidthecooking.So

tooksomethingfromhercookingdiary.

Kagiso:Who?

Breeze:Sagi,sheknowsherwayinthekitchen.

(smile)shedoesn'tevenwanthelp,nomatterif



she'scookingabunchofdishes.She'llcookthem

onherown.

Kagiso:Whereisshe?IneversawhersinceIgot

here.

Breeze:Yeah..aboutthat.Ithinkitsabouttime

youknewwhatthehellisgoingoninthisfamily.

AndIthinkitmightjustbeallmyfault.Icheated.

Kagiso:

Breeze:YesIdid.AndBeforeyousayanythingI'm

notproudofit.I'mdisgustedwithmyselfcourseI

fuckedupmyfamily.AndthatwomanIcheated

withisJane.Thatbabyshe'scarryingismine.

Kagiso:What?ButIthoughtshewasyour

brother'swife?Howcouldyoumessuphisfamily

likethat?

Breeze:IdidthatbecauseIwasvengeful.Heand

myoldestbrotherJames,whoisinjailbytheway,

killedbothourparentsonlybecausetheychoseto

givemeeverythingthatwastheirs,courseIwas

theyoungest.Andthentheytriedtokillmeby

burningthehouseIinheritedwhileI'mstillinside



sleeping.

Kagiso:oow!Sothat'swherealltheangercomes

from.Yourstillangry,aren'tyou?

Breeze:Very,andIdontknowhowtogetpastthat.

SowhenmygirlsfoundoutaboutJaneandI,it

triggeredSagismentalhealthandAbigail-she

neverknewhowtohandlepainsoshecheatedtoo

withMxolisi.

Kagiso:(chuckled)Thisjustkeepsgettingbetter

andbetter.

Breeze:BoyIalmostdiedtwiceinmywifeshands.

I'veneverbeensoterrified.

Kagiso:(laughed)isshe-

Breeze:Apsychopath?Yeah.Heardsheevenbit

Mxolisionhisneckandwasscatteredwithhis

bloodonhermouthlaughing.

Kagiso:whereisshe?

Breeze:Inamentalprison.Janecamehereand

pokedherwhenshelostitandsmashedherhead

witheverythingshesawfit.Janereportedherand



thenshelanded9monthsinprison.Adayafteryou

gothere.

Kagiso:Damn!Butshe'spregnant!

Breeze:Theycareless.

Kagiso:AndAbigail?

Breeze:Abigailisdivorcingme.Stillwaitingfor

thepa-

Thebellrangwhenheraisedhiseyebrowsand

wenttocheckwhoitwas.Heopenedthedoorand

hisfacebrightenedlookingatthecurvedcoloured

ladyinhersuit.

Breeze:HiiLucia.

Lucia:HelloMrLyon.I'mheretoserveyouwith

thispapers.Pleasesignhere.

Breeze:Didyoureallyhavetodoitonyourown?

Lucia:Wesentsomeoneyesterdayandyouweren't

here,soIthoughtIshoulddoitmyself.Please



signsir.

Breeze:Wellwellwell.AndifIsayno?

Lucia:Thenyouw-

Breeze:Right-dontsayit.Soshehasmadeupher

mind.(Shouted)Boycomeseethislady!

Lucia:(frowned)What?

Kagisogotofffromthechairandwrappedhishair

withthetowelandwalkedover.Thefirstthinghis

eyesfellonwasherelegantbodybeforeherface.

Anddamnshewasbeautiful.Hesmiledlookingat

herbeforelookingatBreezewhosmiledathim

backasiftheywereteenageboys.Breezeshook

hisheadlookingbackatLucia.

Breeze:ThanxLucia.Haveaniceday.

Lucia:Youtoo.

Shebreathedoutbeforewalkingawayholdingher



chestandgotinhercardoingbreathexcercises.

SuchbeautifulmenandAbigailisreadytothrow

thataway?Sheshookherheadanddroveoff.

MeanwhileBreezeandKagisowalkedinthekitchen

andheopenedthebrownenvelopepullingoutthe

papers.Hisheartskippedlookingatthemand

sighed.

Kagiso:Areyougonnasignthem?

Breeze:IfthisiswhatshewantsthentheleastI

candoisfreeher.

Kagiso:Aren'tyougonnafight?

Breeze:Nop.Themomentshesteppedoutofthis

houseshehadtimetothinkthrough.Andwhenshe

calledherlawyershemadeherchoiceso-why

shouldIforcesomeonetoloveandbewithme

whenclearlythedontwantto.Youcan'tforcelove

outofsomeone.I'vegotalotinmyplateandifGail

thinksI'mgoingtobeghertocomehome,thenshe

definitelydoesn'tknowme.



Kagiso:Butyouloveeachother.Whyareyou

divorcing?

Breeze:Abigailisgoodwoman.I'llgiveyouthat.

Smart,talentedandbrave.Shemakesaperfect

wifebutonethingissheholdgrudges.Babygirlis

notcapableofforgiveness.Ihaveababyonthe

wayandsheisnotwillingtoaccepthimforwhohe

isallbecauseImadeitwithanotherwomanandnot

her.ImeanIgetit,itswrongbutforhertonot

accepthimandseehimasaloopholeormistake,

that'snotwhatI'dkeepupwitheither.That'smykid

andIwontliveitbehindforanyone,notevenher.I

wontbeoneofthosefathersthatplanttheirseeds

andthenrunawayfortheirmotherstowaterand

bloomthem.That'smyblood.Iwontletitgrow

withoutafather'slovejusttosatisfyherselfishness

within.Icantbewithsomeonethatmakesme

choosebetweenherandmyblood.She'llfinda

waytoforgivemebutI'mnotabouttoletmychild

neglected.

Hetookoutapenandsignedthepapersbefore



sittingdownandtheyate.

Atthehospital.

Jacktossedonthebedandsleptonhistummy

whenherealizedhewasnotinpain.Hequicklygot

upandpulledthesheetsofflookingathisdickand

itwasonlyswollenabit,itwasnolongererect.He

evenlostweight.Hesmiledlayingbackandputhis

handstogethertakingashortprayerastears

escapedhiseyes.

AttheLyonsMansion.

JanewalkedintoRose'sroomandputthetrayof

breakfastonthetablebeforewalkingoverandsat

nexttoheronthebed.Rosetossedtoanothersite

stillwithhereyesclosedandscaredtoopenthem.



Jane:Roseplease.Talktome.

Rose:Justgetawayfromme.ItoldyouIwent

nothingtodowithyouanddad.Yousoldmeout

andlookwhathappenedtome.Iwassupposedto

bewithKagisoandyouforcedamarriagebetween

thetwoofus.

Jane:HoneyI'msorry.IdontknowforhowlongI

havetoapologizeforyoutogethowsorryIambut

I'mwillingtokeepup.Whatmeandyourdaddid

wasuncalledfor.Ishouldn'thavewentalongwith

itandstandwithyoubutIfailedasamother.I'm

trulysorrymylove.

Rose:(sniffed)WhereisKagiso?

Jane:He'swithhisfather.ShouldIcallhimforyou

?

Rose:Please.

Jane:Aren'tyougoingtolookatme?

Rose:(smiling)No..Iwanthimtobethefirst

personIsee.

Jane:(smiling)Ohok.I'mhurt.Letmegocallhim.



ShekissedhercheekbeforewalkingoutandRose

pulledthesheetssmilinganxiouslywaitingtosee

him.

AtBreezeshouse.

BreezeandKagisowalkedoutofthehouseandhe

putinthepinbeforeheadingtothecar.

Breeze:Sowhenwillyoubeback?

Kagiso:Idontknow.Ialreadymissedmyexams

andIdoubtthey'llletmewritethem.

Breeze:Icangothereandputinsomegoodwords.

Andyourstillwearingthatthingonyourleg,so

they'dbelieveitifyousayyouwereinjured.

Kagiso:They'llneedadoctor'sletter.

Breeze:Thatcanbearranged.



Kagiso:Cool.TodayIjustwanttospenditwithmy

mom.Imissher.

Breeze:Thenlet'stakeyouhomethen.Justdon't

forsakeme.

Kagiso:Iwont.

Breeze'sphonerangfromhispocketandhetookit

outlookingatthecaller.Hegavetheenvelopeto

Kagisoandrubbedhisforeheadwalkingtothe

flowersanswering.

Breeze:Jane?

Jane:Hii.Howareyou?

Breeze:I'mgood.You?

Jane:I'mfine.I'mnotcallingtoarguewithyouif

that'swhatyouthink.

Breeze:Whywouldyouthinkthat'swhatpopsin

mymindeverytimeyoucall?JaneIgotalifeandto

tellthetruthyourthelastonmylistexceptforthat



babyyourcarrying.

Jane:Oh..ohk.Aslongasthebabyisonitthen

I'mgoodatwhereyouclaimmetobeat.I'mcalling

tofindoutifKagisoisstilltherewithyou?

Breeze:HeisbutI'mtakinghimhome.Why?

Jane:Rosewishedtoseehimfirstbeforeeveryone

else,soIwashopingmaybeyoucanbringhim

overbeforeyoutakehimhome?

Breeze:(chuckled)I'lltry.

Jane:Whatdoyoumeanyou'lltry?Bringhim

please.

Breeze:(laughed)

Jane:Whatareyoulaughingat?

Breeze:I'mlaughingbecauseitseemslikeI'm

startingtohateladies,especiallytheonesfrommy

family.Youguysareannoying.

Jane:What?

Hecutthecallandshookhisheadwalkingoverto



thecarandgotin.Hestartedtheengineanddrove

out.

Breeze:ThatwasJane.Apparentlyyourchosen

wifewishestoseeyou.

Kagiso:WellIdonthaveachosenwifenot

anymore.

Breeze:Thenyourgirlfriend.

Kagiso:Ionlyhaveonegirlfriendwhombytheway

ihaven'tsawindays.

Breeze:Bonolo?

Kagiso:Yeah.

Breeze:(sarcastic)Ohwow.

Kagiso:What?

Breeze:Nothing.Yoursurroundedbyblack

mamba'sandcobra'smyboy.Idontwishtobeyou

atthispoint.Let'sgocheckonone.



Kagisolookedathimandlickedhislipslooking

outsideasthecardroveoff.

AtTheLyonsMansion

Breezeparkedoutsideandtheybothsteppedout

headingtowardsthehouse.

Kagiso:Isn'tthishousehugefor3people?

Breeze:Whatcanwesay?ItsJack.MindyouI'm

bannedfromcominghere.Let'sjusthopehe'snot

home.

Heputrangthebellandanothermaidopenedthe

doorforthemjustasJanewascomingdownstairs.

Shesmiledlookingatthem beforewavingthemaid

tocomeover.

Jane:Pleaemakethemsomethingtodrink.



Maid:Yesmam.

Kagiso:NoI'mgood.Thankyou.

Breeze:Metoo.

Jane:Ohk.LeadhimtoRose'sroomplease.

ThemaidledthewayandKagisohesitantly

followedleavingJanewithBreezeawkwardly

standing.

Breeze:Where'sisyourhusband?

Jane:He'satthehospital.He'sbeentheforquitea

whilenow.

Breeze:Whathappened?

Jane:Hejusthadsomesortofproblemwithhis

privates.Itserected,swollenand-Idontknow.I

cantevenexplainit.

Breeze:Ishegettinganybetter?

Jane:Thedoctorshavebeensedatinghimand



givinghimmedicationjusttoslowthepaindown

whiletheyfigureoutwhat'shappeningtohim.

Breeze:Ohohk..Andyou?Thebaby?

Jane:I'mdoinggood.Thebabyisalsogoodand

healthy.Ieathealthyandgooncheckup.Itryto

limitmystressand,yeaheverythingisjustfine.

Thanksforasking.Whataboutyou?Everything

ohk?

Breeze:Yeah.Everythingisjustfine.Verymuch

fineactually.

Shesmiledathimandhereturneditbeforethey

headedupstairs.

Minutesbefore,Kagisostoodatthedoorashis

hearttoldhimtheoppositetogetin.Heclenched

hisjawsandopenedthedoorwalkinginandwent

tostandnexttoherbed.Sheseemedinnocent

whenlikethis.Hesatonthebedwhenasmilebuilt

onherlipsandsheopenedhereyestothis

beautifulfaceofhis.Hesmiledatherwhenshe

quicklygotupandhuggedhimsittingonhislaps.



Tearsofjoyrandownhercheeksandshebrokeit

lookingathim.

Rose:Thankyou.

Kagiso:Forwhat?

Rose:(crying)Yousavedmefromeverything.I

dontknowhowtothankyou.

Kagiso:Youcanthankmebymakingthebestout

ofeverydayyou'llbeabletoseefromnowon.Do

good.

Rose:IpromiseyouI'lldogood.Ipromise.

Hepulledheragainforahugbeforestandingwith

herandhelpedherstand.Hebrokethehugand

smiledtuckingherhairbehindherearandleanedin

.Shealsoleanedinbutunfortunatelyhewentfor

theforeheadinsteadofthelips.Shefrowned

confusedandlookedathimsadly.



Rose:Iseverythingohk?

Kagiso:Yeah.Everythingisjustfine.

Rose:Lookatme.

Hestaredatherwhenshefrowned.Hewasnot

lookingatherthewayhedidthelasttimeshesaw

him.

Rose:Areyoumadatmeorsomething?

Kagiso:What?WhywouldIbemadatyou?

Rose:Idontknow,youtellme.Yourlookingatme

differentlythanthewayyouusedto.

Kagiso:Isit?

Rose:Yeah..yourdifferentKagiso.What'swrong

withyou?What'seatingyou?

Kagiso:There'snothingwrongwithmelove.Just

thatyoudon'tknowhowIlooklikewhenI'mno

longerinterestedorinlovewithyou.



Withjustthat,herheartjustslicedintomillion

piecesanddroppedintoherstomachstillpounding.

Hekissedherforeheadandsmiledbeforeheading

outasherkneesgotweakandherbreathing

changedastearsrolledoutwhenshescreamedhis

namefallingonherknees,buthedidn'tturnback.

OnthewaytoRose'sroom,JaneandBreeze

stoppedlookingatKagisowalkingoutandpassed

bythemwithoutaword.Breezeshruggedand

followedhimandJanerushedtoRose'sroom

whereshefoundherallredscreaminghisnamein

paincrying.

.
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AtKagiso'shouse.

Ontheway,Breezedroveslowlyonthehumps

changingthemusicandlookedatKagisowho's

beenstaringoutsidesincetheylefttheLyons

Mansion.Hesighedtappingthewheelandpicked

hisdrink.



Breeze:You'vebeenquitesinceweleftthehouse.

Areyouohk?

Kagiso:Welldad,aftermonthsofaquarterofmy

life ,Ifinallygettotakechargeagain.I'mhappy.

ProbablybecouseIwontbeseeinganycrazybitch

ghostforcingmetorescuealivingbitch.(sighed)

Breeze:(chuckled)that's...thatsoundsrelieving.

Butjustdontgettoocomfortable.Wedontknow

whenthat"bitchghost"willbeouttoplay.

Kagiso:Screwher.Idontcarethistime.Shemight

aswellkillme,I'mnotdoingthisanymore.I'mout.

Breeze:Good.

HeparkedinfrontofthegateandKagisopulledhis

jacketsteppingoutjustasBonoloparkedinfrontof

herhouse.Breezesighedlookingatherwhenshe

steppedoutandranintoKagiso'sarmsandthey

laughedasheliftedher.Breezerubbedhisbeard

beforestartingtheengineandtheypulledoff

holdinghands.Bonoloclearedherthroatandheld

herneckavoidingBreeze'seyes.



Kagiso:leavingalready?

Breeze:Yeah..IhavetotakethispaperstoLucia.

Wannagetthisoveranddonewith,likeyou.

Kagiso:Youknowforsomeonewho'spartingwith

hiswifehetrulyloves,I'dsayyourmovingquitetoo

fast.

Breeze:(blushed)Whataretalkingaboutboy?

Kagiso:Yournotgoingtherejusttotakethepapers

.Yourgoingthereforher.

Breeze:Ihaveabsolutelynoideawhatyourtalking

about.(ToBonolo)YouwatchoutBoy.What

happensinthedarkalwaysgetsrevealedinthe

light.

Kagiso:Exactly.Yourconcealmenttoothatyoutry

toohardtohidewillreveal.

Breeze:(smiling)Wouldyoustopitalready.I'mnot

goingthereto-youknowwhat?Bye.



TheyfistbumpedandhereversedleavingBonolo's

throatdry.Kagisoshookhisheadandturned

huggingBonolo.

Bonolo:(smiling)Imissedyou.

Kagiso:(smiling)Imissedyoutoo.

Bonolo:SoIguessthepartwhereIsay"where

haveyoubeen"hasbeenalreadyanswered.Now

allIwantistoeatthis-two-pink-protrusionsthatI

haven'ttastedinawhilebeforeIaskallthe

remainingquestions.

Kagiso:Ohhohoh.

Sheblushedwrappingherarmsaroundhimand

whentheywereabouttokissVeronicastoodinfront

ofthemandtheybrokeapart.Bonolosteppedback

embarrassedbeforefoldingherhands.Kagiso

smiledlookingathismotherbeforetheyhugged.

Veronica:(smiling)You'vegrownquite



disrespectfulinawhiledidn'tyou?Greetingyour

motheronthegate?Huh?

Kagiso:That'sbecauseIgotoffhereandtherewas

someoneIhadtogreettoothatappearedfirst.

Howareyoudoingmybelovedmother?

Veronica:Bad.Youowemesomegood

explanationtowhyyou'vebeenmissingonmeand

whenIcallyoudontanswer.

Kagiso:Ohk...Ihavealltheanswersyouneed.

Bonolo:I'mjustgonnago.I'msureyouhavealot

tocatchupon.

Kagiso:Youcan-

Bonolo:No..Ihaveanexamtostudyfor.I'llcatch

youlater.(walksaway)

Kagiso:Areyouohk?

Bonolo:(forcedsmile)Yeah..I'mgood.Iloveyou.

Kagiso:Cxxl,Iloveyoutoo.

HewatchedherwalkawaywhenVeronica



squeezedhishandgentlyandhesmiledwalking

withhertothehouse.

AttheLawfirm.

Breezeparkedoutsidethefirmandsighedstepping

outwiththeenvelope.Heclosedthedoorand

walkedintothebuilding.

****

Intheboardroom.

Abigailsatonthechairlookingatherpicturewith

Breezeandreleasedaheavysighsittingback.She

zoomedhissmileandcouldn'thelpbutsmileeither.

MeanwhileLuciapressedherlaptopstealing

glancesatherandonlyaguycanmakeagirlsmile

soridiculously.

Lucia:Youdorealizethatyourgettingdivorcedright



?

Abigail:(frown)Youdorealizewe'vebeenwaiting

hereforhalfanhourandmysoontobeexhusband

hasn'tshowedupwhenhe'stheonethatcalledus

here?

Lucia:Abigail..Youlovethisguy.

Abigail:Whydoesitevenmattertoyou?Yourmy

lawyer,sodowhatyourhiredtodoandstop

playingbestfriendcoursewe'renot.

Luciaswallowedwhenthedoorslidopenand

Breezewalkedinpullingthechairandsatdown.He

threwtheenvelopeonthetableandsatback

relaxing.

Breeze:There..!Signedandsealed.Notreally

sealed,butdelivered

Abigail:(shocked)Wait,yousignedthepapers!



Theybothturnedlookingatherwhenshecalmed

downembarrassedandsatback.Sheclearedher

throattakingoutthepapers.

Breeze:Sohowdowedothis?Wetalkaboutthe

propertyandallbeforeitcouldbefinalizedcourseI

needtogetthisoutofthewayasfastasIcan.I

gotawifeandkidstoconcentrateon.

Abigaillookedathimbeforeswallowingahuge

painfullamp.Lucialookedatherandsighedbefore

tellingthemeverythingstepbystepfromnowon.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Roselayedonthebedcryingstillcouldn'tfigureout

whatwentwrong.Hewashappywhenshewas

blind.Shefeltit.Shestillcouldn'tputafingerto

hissuddenchange.

Shetossedtotheheadboardpickingherphone



rubbinghertearsanddialedhisnumberbutitwent

straighttovoicemail.Shetriedhimagainbutstill.

Shewipedhertearsgettinggettingoffthebedand

walkedtoherclosettochangeintocomfortable

clothes.Afteraminshegrabbedherphoneand

joggeddownstairswipingherunstoppabletears

andtiedherhairmessy.Janeappearedfromthe

loungeholdinganicecreamandscoffedlookingat

herinarush.

Jane:Whereareyougoing?

Rose:(wipedtears)Mom.Kagisowontjustturn

hisbackonmelikethat.Ineedtoknowwhy?He's

beenthereformeandnotforoncegaveuponme.

I'mnotabouttogiveuponhimeither.

Jane:Sowhereareyougoing?

Rose:Idontknow.ButI'llfindhim.

Jane:Where?How?

Rose:Idon'tknow!HefoundmewhenIneeded

him.What'sstoppingmefromdoingthesame?I'll



findhimthewayhefoundme.

Jane:Andifyoudont?

Rose:ThenI'llkeepsearchinguntilIfindhim.Even

ifI'llhavetotravelmileslookingforhim.I'mnot

goingtolethimgo.Istillneedhim(runsout)

Jane:Rosewait!

Shedidn'tstopandrantothecarthataguardwas

stillwashingandjustgotin.Theguardfrowned

beforepouringwateroveritandgotindrivingoffas

shegavehimthelocation.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Odirilesatonthecouchlookingatthebusiness

paperwork.Hepulledabottleofcokeandsipped

whenDitebogopushedhepapersoffhimandsat

onhislap.



Odirile:Youdorealizeyournolongerakidright?

AndIgotagirlfriend.Youshouldfindaboyfriend

courseI'msickofyoutreatingmelikeoneofyour

sideniggas.Movefrommylaptheyaresomeone's

sitnotyours.

Ditebogo:WhenIfindaboyfriendI'llstopsittingon

yourlap,buttillthennotaminutebefore.Bonolo

canknockherselfout.Idon'tcare.

Odirile:Whatdoyouwant?

Ditebogo:So29ththen30th(smiling)Guesswhat

bugbro?

Odirile:What?

Ditebogo:Donttellmeyouforgot!

Odirile:Forgotwhatdrumstick?

Ditebogo:I'mnotadrumstick.It'smybirthdayon

the30th.Onlyadayleft.Canyoubelieveit!Thisis

sofuckenawesome!

Odirile:"CanIbelieveit?"thatsthedumbestthing

I'veeverheardfromagarrulousgirl.Getoffme

(pushedheroff)ofcourseIbelieveit.Yourhuman



notastatue.Evenstatuesgrow,youragingintime

dumbhead.

Ditebogo:Soyouknowwhatthismeansright?

Odirile:(contempt)No.

Ditebogo:Iwantaparty.

Odirile:Wareng?!

Ditebogo:Karekebatlaparty.Comeonnkgonne!

I'mfinishingmylawdegree.Theleastyoucando

isthrowmea23thbirthday.PleaseOdirile.Nka

itumelathata.

Odirile:NyaaDitebogo(noDitebogo)

Ditebogo:HauOdirile!Kegokopasentlejaana?

Odirile:Kare"No"Ditebogo.Aren'tyousupposedto

bestudyinginsteadofaskingforparties?

Ditebogo:KanaOdirilethisisaonceoffthing.You

wonthavetodoitagainandIwontaskyou.I've

neverhadapartybeforeandIsomuchwishto

haveone.It'llmeanalottome.

Odirile:(laughs)Wasimololaakere?Meanso



muchtoyou?Justgostudyandleavethisthingsto

whitepeople.

Ditebogo:FelaifitwasBonoloyou'dbejumpingat

theopportunitytothrowherthebiggestpartythis

townhaseverseen.

Odirile:Luckilyforme,mygirldoesn'tyetwantme

tothrowheraparty.Andyesifshewill,I'dthrow

herthemostlavishpartythiswholecountryhas

everseen.Sopleaseexcuseme.

Sheswallowedlookingathimandwalkedaway

climbingthestairs.Odirileturnedlookingather

andrubbedhishead.Hehadtotallyforgottenabout

herbirthday,howignorantforabrother.Hebithis

lipandpickedhisphonesendingBreezeamessage

andothercontactsinhisphone.Heworehis

sleepersandpackedthepaperworkbeforewalking

out.

Atthelawfirm.



Breezeputhisfootonthetableswinginglightlyon

thechairwhenLucialookedatherandheplayed

withhiseyebrowssmilingnotbothered.Jealousy

filledAbigailwhenshecheckedherwristwatch

beforeplacingherhandsonthetable.

Abigail:Ihaveabusinesstorun.Canwewrapthis

upquicklysothatyoubothcanflirtunbothered.

Breeze:(smiling)BecarefulAbigail,yourstartingto

actlikeabitterexwife.

Abigail:Notyetan"exwife"it'snotfinalized.

Breeze:Formeaslongasyousignedthedamn

paperit'soverbetweenus.Idontoweyoushitand

IcandowhateverIwant,whereverIam,andwith

whoeverIchoose.Whatidofromnowonwithmy

life,isnoneofyourconcernasmuchaswhat

happensinyoursisnonofmine.

Abigail:CarefulBreeze,yourstartingtoshowyour

truecolors.I'msureSagiwillbemurdersifshe



hearsyousaythat.Yourrightbabe,whathappens

inyourlifeisnonofmybusiness,butthatdoesn't

meanIwontlookafterSagi.Iloveher.

Breeze:(smiling)Andyouloveme.

Shelookedathimwithnowordsandsighedlooking

backatLuciawhobalancedherheadwithherhand

watchingthem.

Lucia:Youbothdonequarrelling?AndshouldI

remindyouwhyI'mhereAbigail?Youhiredmeto

helpyou,imnotheretoflirtwithyourhusband-

Breeze:(interrupted)Ex-husbandlove!

Lucia:Whateveryoucallyourself-Idontcare.I'm

onlyhereforonethingwhichisdoingmyjob.So

pleasekeepmeoutofwhateverfeudyouguyshave

.Idontwanttobepartofit.

Theybothlookedateachotherandsheclosedthe

fileandstoodup.



Lucia:Ithoughtwecouldpushthisfasterlikeyou

bothwantbutIguessyouguysneedadivorcetrial.

Abigail:Andwhat'sthat?

Lucia:Youguysstillhaveissuesthatremain

unsolvedaftersittingheretalkingforanhour.You

haven'tcametoaconclusionotherthanbiteeach

othersheads.Thismeansyoushouldgototrial.

Andsincethetrialiscostlyandtimeconsuming

surelyit'llmakethingseasiercourseittakesallthe

powerfrombothspousesandputsitinthehands

ofthejudge.Thiswillallowyoutomaintaincontrol

andhavemorepredictableresults.Iwashere

hopingyouguyswilllistenandI'llhelpyouavoid

thetrialbutclearlyyouenjoythis.Callmewhen

youmadeupyourmindcourseIdonthavetimefor

this.

Abigail:Ihiredyou!

Lucia:Andicaneasilydropoutandfindyou

anotheronewho'llentertainallthisdramaofyours,

courseI'mdonewithit.Ifyourreadytotalk,use



thatbudgetbeforeyouAbigail.(Sighed)Welltalk-I

hope.

ShepickedherstuffandwentoutleavingAbigail

quite.Breezemovedhisfootandswangaround

laughingbeforepickinghiskeysandstoodup.

Breeze:Ilikeherattitude.Passionate.

Hewalkedtothedoorandstoppedturningaround.

Breeze:Patient.

Abigailswallowedlookingawayandhesmiled

walkingout.

AtBreezeshouse.



About30minslater.

OdirileparkednexttoablackAudiandsteppedout

lookingatRosesittingontheflowerpot.Hesighed

walkingoverwavinghishandandshesmiled

rubbinghertears.

Rose:HowdoyouknowIwasblind?

Odirile:courseIwastherewhentheyliftedthe

curse.Ievensaidsomeveryharshthingsabout

you.Justsoyoushouldknow.

Rose:Andwhatarethose?

Odirile:Nevermind,mywishdidn'tcometrue

anyway.Sowhyareyousittingherebyyourself?

Aren'ttheyhome?

Rose:No.

Odirile:Butyouknowthepin.Whydontyoujust

makeyourselfathome?

Rose:That'slikebreakinginuncleOdirile.



Odirile:Whocares?

Hesaidthatputtingthepinandthedoorunlocked

gettinginandshefollowed.Theywalkedtothe

kitchenandhethrewthekeysonthecounterbefore

takingouttwoglassesandajuiceinthefridge.

Odirile:Sohowdoesitfeel?

Rose:(smiling)Itfeelsgreat.It'slikeGodgaveme

thesecondchancetoseetheworldagain.I'll

alwaysbegratefulforwhatKagisodidforme.

Odirile:Yeah...thatyoushould.Butiwasn'treally

talkingaboutyoureyesight,coursetotellthetruthI

havedifferentfeelingstothat.WhatI'mtalking

aboutishavingtwoboysworshipatyouraltar.

How'sthat?Doyoulikeit?

Rosechokedonherdrinkwhenhetookouthis

handkerchiefandhandedittoher.Shewipedher

mouthstillcoughingandlookedathim.



Odirile:Areyouohk?

Rose:Yeah..IthinkIdrankwiththewrongpipe.

Odirile:Nodarlingyoudidn't.Itsguilt.ButI'mglad

Kagisosteppedoutofthewaybeforeyoushowhim

flames.KanayourippedthatboysheartapartRose

.Ididn'tknowyoucanalsobeheartless.

Rose:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Odirile:Comeon.I'manopenpersonsoyoucan

droptheactwhenwithme.Actuallywhyareyou

herecoursethewomanofthehousearenothere?

Rose:I'mhereforKagiso.He'sbeenactingweird.

Odirile:Isit?Ibetyouknowwhydontyou?

Rose:Idontthat'swhyI'mhere.Andwhyareyou

alsolikethistowardsme?WhathaveIdone?

Odirile:yeahneh.Youngsters.Anyway,Ihate

secretssoI'mgonnatellyoucourseI'dhateto

chasesomethingIdon'tknoweither.He'shurtand

verymuchinpain.Thewoundinhisheartwon't

heal.



Rose:What?Why?Whodidso?Howcomehe

didn'ttellme?

Odirile:(sipped)That'sbecouseyourthereason

behindthatheartbreak.Sohere'sanadvice=Move

on.

Hepickedhisglassandwalkedtothelounge

leavingherstillconfused.

Odirile:Theguydeservesbetterbabygirl.Ifhe's

actingweirdorhoweverunusual,thatshouldgive

youmorethanenoughtotellyouthathe'spastthe

fixingandheadedtowardsthefuturewithoutyouby

hisside.It'scalledredflagsinotherwords.

Cheers!

.

.
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AtBreezeshouse.

Odirilesatonthecouchandfoldedhislegssipping

hisdrinkwitharemoteinhishandpassingthe

channels.Heswitchedtotheparliamentchannel

andchuckled.



Odirile:Government,Government!Filledwith

manipulativebitchesanddickheads.Whatevershit

theyargueaboutherecouldbeseriousbutthe

conclusionwillbetotalnonsense.(Turned)Areyou

gonnajoinmeoryourjustgonnastandthere!?

Rose:Iwantyoutoexplainproperlytomewhat's

happening.Yournotbeingspecific.

Odirile:Aennanyana!NoRose!I'vetoldyou

enough.Justthatyouchosetoignoreme,justlike

youdidwithKagiso.Imeanwhatwhereyou

thinking?12hourshadn'tpassedafteryourheard

thathewasyourhusbandtobethenwena

purugudlu!Withanotherguy.

Rose:(teary)Whatareyousaying?

Odirile:(rolledeyes)Fine!ifyouwanttheburger

thenI'llgiveittoyouwiththehotpetty.Kagisosaw

youhavingsexwithMxolisiminutesafteryou

askedhimtohavesexwithyou.Happy?



Rose'sheartskippedbeforeitpoundedhardonher

chestwhensheheldherchestgrabbingherdrink

anddrank.Shewalkedoverandstoodnexttohim

astearsstartedblurringhersight.

Rose:That'snottrue.Tellmeyourlying.

Odirile:IfI'mlyingthenhowdoyouthinkIknowall

this?Iwasn'tatyour2secondhouseanddamn

straightIdidn'tevenknowwhereyoulivedtillI

taggedwithBreezetolookforhimandfoundhim

layinginapoolofblood!

Rose:What?

ThedoorslidopenandBreezewalkedinwitha

frown.Heshutthedoorbehindhimandwalked

over.

Breeze:YouknowIshouldchangethepin.Thisis

gettingoutofhand.

Odirile:Wouldthatmakeanydifference?I'mstill



gongetinanyway.

Hesighedputtingthekeysonthecounterwhenhe

realizedthatRosewassilentlycrying.Hebreathed

outasanideaofwhathappenedpoppedinhis

headlookingatOdirile.

Breeze:WhatdidhesaytoyouRose?

Odirile:Ididn'tsayanything.IjusttoldherthatI

knowwhatshedidandI'mnotproudofher.Notat

all!Ieventoldhertomoveoncourseapparently

whenIremember,(winked)hesaidhewasdone

withher.SoIjustlayedthecardsinfrontofherand

flippedthemforher.

Breeze:WhatthehellOdirile?Shewasblindfor

christsake!Shedidn'thaveanyideaifhewas

watching.

Odirile:OhcomeonBreeze!Ifyouweretheone

facingthiswouldyousaythesame?(walkstothe

kitchen)Thegirlbrokeyoursonsheart.Actually



sherippeditoutandpleasedontgivemetheblind

cardcourseIknowthatone.Beingblindnever

stoppedanyonetoclosetheirlegs.(ToRose)

Youreyeswheretheonesthatdidn'tfunctionnot

yourmind.

Roseswallowedwhenshechokedonhertears

lookingathimspeaking.Shealwaysknewhimto

beastraighttalkerandspeakshismindbutthis

wasbeyond.

Breezebithislipandpinchedhisnoselookingat

RoseandsighedlookingatOdirilewhowenttopour

himselfaglassofwhiskey.

Breeze:She'sstillachildOdirile.She-

Odirile:(interrupted)Hellno!Shewasn'tachild

whenshelayedonthatbedandtookthewhole

meatraw.That'sawoman.Fullassgrownwoman

Breeze!Youguysshouldstoppamperingheror

she'llkeeponactinglikeabitch!BabyI'msorryif

thisishurtingbutIain'tgonnahidethetruthfrom



youlikehedoes.I'mgonnatellyou.Whatyoudid,

cannotbeundidn'tandwhathesawcanneverbe

unsaw.He'saguy,hehasfeelingstoo.Hegets

hurtandnowhe'shurt.Beyondthathoering

imaginationofyours.

Breeze:Ohkthat'senoughOdirile!Yousaidyour

peace.Giveherabreak!

Odirilesighedsippinghisdrink.Breezeshookhis

headlookingathimbeforepullingRoseandhugged

her.

Breeze:Itsohkhoney.Yo-

Odirile:Noit'snotohkBreeze!Stoplyingtothekid.

Shefuckedupandhastotakeresponsibilityofher

ownactions.She-

Breeze:(shouted)ShewasbloodymarriedOdirile.

Hewasherhusbandforchristsakeandsheheard

you!Wouldyoushutitalready?!

Odirile:I'mnotgoingagainstthatbro!Iknowshe



wasmarriedandhellyeahit'sfinetohavesexwith

himbut-comeon.Shehadjustfoundoutthat

KagisowasheronetrueloveandasalwaysKagiso

provedthatmultipletimesbutno-Rosejusthadto

lowerherpanties.Withhiminthesamehouse.

Jeezbaby,yougotseriousballs.

BreezesighedlookingathimrubbingRose'sback

asshecriedsorrowfullyturningred.Odirilelooked

atherandsighedsadlybeforegulpinghisdrinkand

pouredanotherone.

Odirile:Evenifyoucrydarling.Thepainyoufeel

rightnow,isnothingcomparedtowhatKagiso

feelsatthispoint.Justthinkingofhowmuchpain

andsufferinghe'sbeenthroughmissinghislife

timejusttosaveyou,ncnc!Icantimaginethe

pain.

Rose:(crying)Ididn'thaveanideahesawus.I

sweartoGodIloveKagsioandwhathappenedto

betweenmeandMxolisiwasamomentof



weakness.I'mtrulysorry.

Odirile:(laughs)"Amomentofweakness"?

ShouldItellyouastoryaboutamomentof

weakness?Wellamomentofweaknessisabitch!

Itevenkickedtheshitoutofyourunclesmarriage

andnowhe'sgettingdivorced.

Breeze'sjawsdroppedlookingathimaswords

stuckinhismouth.Odirilelookedathimand

shrugged.

Odirile:What?Youdidn'tthinkyourdivorcewill

staysecretforlongdidyou?Onewayoranother

shewasgoingtoknowthatAbigailisdivorcingyou.

Andthatbabygirlisallbecouseofawhat-A

momentofweakness.Sodontpullthatcard

courseI'llpreachaboutitandneverfinishasingle

verseonit.

Breeze:OdirileIthinkyoushouldleave.

Odirile:I'mnotgoinganywhere.(ToRose)Yours



wasn'tamomentofweaknessbaby.Youdidthat

becauseyouwerehornyandwentlose.Evenisit

was-youmeantotellmethatwordsoflovejust

makesyoudiveinbed?

Rose:(crying)No..

Odirile:Nobabythat'swhatyoumeant.Girlsfall

formoneyandyoufallforwords.AsingleIlove

youthatcameoutonceandalreadyyouflyupthe

skywithnopantieson.Ahyourlosemybaby!

(Whistle)Verylosemydear.

Rose'sheartfilledupwheshepulledawayfromthe

hugandplayedwithherfingersastearsrolledout.

Rose:MalomeIknowImessedup.Andatthis

pointIhavenoexcuse.Butyouhavetobelieveme

whenIsayIloveKagiso.Itwasn'tmyintentionto.

I'mreallysorrythatIhurthimbutIcantlethimgo.I

lovehim.I'mtrulysorry.

Odirile:(sighed)Yourapologizingtothewrong



personmylove.Youdontowemeany.Youowe

themtoKagisothoughIdoubthe'llforgiveyou.

Whoknows-hecouldbeamasterofforgiveness.

He's-IdontknowbutwhatIknowishecaresalot

andputsothersbeforehimself.Youshouldask

forgivenessfromhimnotme.

Shebithernailsholdinghertearswhenshewalked

outgoinghomeandBreezestaredatOdirilewho

raisedhislefteyebrowunbothered.

Odirile:Yougotmymessage?

Breeze:Wasthatnecessary?

Odirile:OhpleasedontstartwithmeorI'lltellyou

toowheretobackoff.

Breeze:(scoffed)Isitreallythathardtoseepeople

fromthathighhorseofyours?

Odirile:Notreally.ButwhenI'muphere,Igetto

seealotandIgetfilledupsoIneedtovomitthem

coursetheyweighme.



Breeze:(Rolledeyes)She'sisakidandwas

married.Itwasherresponsibilitytopleaseher

husbandandshewasfrickin-

Odirile:Blind?IfIhearthatwordagainisweari

mightaswelllearnhowtofastspellitfrom

backwards.Stopblamingherlossofeyesightas

anexcuse.ShegotloseinfrontofKagisoandthat's

that!Finishandklar!

Breeze:Screwyou...

Odirile:Thanksalot,Ireallyappreciateit...let'sgo

.I'mplanningasurprisepartyforDitebogoandI

needyourhelp.

AtKagiso'shouse

Afternarratingthewholestory.Veronicapulledthe

jugofwateranddrankitbeforesighingandlooked

athim.Ahotslaplandedonhischeekwhenhe

frownedlookingather.



Kagiso:Thatwasfair.

Veronica:Whydidn'tyoutellmethisallalong

Kagiso?KagisodoyouknowhowworriedIwas

andundermycondition?Icouldn'tsleep,Icouldn't

eatnotknowingifwhetheryouhadsomething.I

couldn'teven-

Kagiso:AndI'mreallysorrymom.Ipromiseyouit

willneverhappenagain.Isorteditoutanditsover.

Fromnowon,Ipromisenottodissapearandfocus

onmyselfthistimearound.Iwontputanyone's

needsbeforemine.

Veronicashookherheadindisappointmentand

stoodupsittingonhebed.

Kagiso:Saysomething..

Veronica:Ineedtimetoprocessthiswholething

youjusttoldme.Youbeinghauntedandwakingup

ingraveyards.Beingchosentorescuesomeone

fromherowndemons.WhatthehellKagiso!?



Kagiso:Ithaspassedmama.It'sover.

Veronica:Ihopeitis.

Kagiso:Ipromise.

Shepulledherplasticofpillsanddrankthemwith

waterbeforelayingdown.Kagisosighedandtook

hisphonefromthesolarchangerswitchingiton.

Messagesflewinwhenheputitdownandwalked

outsidetocheckifBonolohadn'twentouteither.

Heputhishandsinthepocketgoingbackinside

andpickedthephonelookingatthelastmessageof

today.Itwasamessageinvitinghimtoaparty

fromBreezeandOdirile.Helickedhislowerlipand

rubbedhisforeheadreadingmore.

AtTheClub.

BreezeandOdirilesatontheVIPsectionlookingas

themencameonebyonedancingwithglassesof

liquorintheirhands.Breezeshookhisheadlooking



athim.

Breeze:Thisiscrazy.HavingMalestripperstoa

partythatwillbefilledwithalsoguys?

Odirile:Comeon,it'llbefun.Cantwaittoseeher

facewhensheseethis,plusshe'spushy.

Breeze:Soactuallythisisasiblingmatch?

Odirile:Actuallyno.IwasthinkingmaybeI

surpriseherwiththisbeforetheparty.(Clenched

jaws)Isuckatpartyplanning.Imisssmucles.

Breeze:(smiling)YouandIboth.Iwonderhow

she'sdoinginthere.Shemustbesufferingwhile

im-busywithaglassofliquorplanningpartiesand

wearingcologneswhenshesmellsprison.Withmy

baby.

Odirile:Comeonman-mentalprisonsarenotlike

theusualone's.I'msuresheisinherowncellwith

whitewallswearinganicemertenintydresslooking

justlikeSagi.Notcrazy,butpregnant.

Breeze:StaringatwhitewallsandwhatamIdoing?



Staringatmenshakingtheir-whateverandshowing

theireightpacks?(sigh)mylifesucksforreal.

Odirilelookedathimgulptheliquorandpour

anotherglass.

Odirile:Sowherewereyouearlier?

Breeze:IwenttodropKagisohomeandthen

passedbythefirmtodeliverthepapers.

Odirile:Soshe'sserious?

Breeze:Deadly..!Andguesswho'shandlingit?

Odirile:Who?

Breeze:Lucia.

Odirile:Areyouserious?(smiling)Damnthatbaby

isfine!

Breeze:(laughs)Very..Iwasevenshowingherto

Kagisoearlyinthemorningandhealsojustsmiled

withoutaword.



Odirile:Hesawwhatweallsee.Beautyoverload!

Theybothlaughedraisingtheirglassandgulped

them.Breezeexcuseshimselftothebathroomand

hetookouthisphonedialingBonoloforareply.

AtBonolo'shouse.

Bonolosatonthestudytabledrawingwhenher

phonerangonthebed.Sheputthepencildown

andstooduppickingit.Shehadignoredthe

messageoutoffearifwhetherKagisowillshowup

tooornot.Sherubbedherhandonherjeansbefore

answeringsittingonthebed.

Bonolo:Heybaby.

Odirile:Hey..Whatup?

Bonolo:Nothing.Iwasjustfinishingupmy

drawing.You?



Odirile:I'mstillwaitingforyoutoreplyme.Areyou

goingtobethere?

Bonolo:Uhm..Odirilei-

Odirile:YouknowBonoloforsomeonewhoclaims

tolovemeit'slikeyourplayinggameswithme.

YougivemeexcuseafterexcuseeverytimeIwant

tospendtimewithyou.Whatisit?Youdontlove

me?

Bonolo:No!It'snotthat.Iloveyouandyouknow

that.JustthatI'm-Idontknow.I'moccupiedat

thismoment.

Odirile:Toooccupiedtoatleastspendoneday

withme?

Bonolo:No..-

Odirile:ThenIguessI'llseeyouthere.Iloveyou.

Bonolo:Odir-

Hecutthecallbeforeshecouldsayanythingand

shedroppedonthebedclosinghereyes.Howwill

sheescapethisone?
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AtOdirile'shouse

Breezeparkedontheparkinglotandsteppedoutas

Ditebogowasjustwalkingout.Shesmiledwalking

overandtheyhuggedswingingheraroundbefore

puttingherdownmovingherhairfromherface.

Ditebogo:Howareyou?

Breeze:I'mgood.You?

Ditebogo:NoI'mnotgood.Yourfriendwasonmy

necktwosecondsago.He'sjustsuperannoyingat

timesandhedoesn'tevennoticeit.

Breeze:Youguysfightalotsoit'shardtorealize

whoannoysmorethanwho.Butanywayareyou

goingtoschooltoday?

Ditebogo:Nop.I'mgoingtothelibrary.Icantthe

standthesightofOdirileatthispoint.



Breeze:Ohk(carbeep)ohyourrideishere,you

shouldgetgoingcourseIneedageniustohandle

mycasenextyear.Begoodsweetheart.

Shesmiledwaitingforahappybirthdaybutnon

cameoutofhislipsinsteadofakissonher

forehead.Shefrownedlookingathimwalktothe

houseandshewenttoherridewithaheavyheart.

Inside-OdirileaddedmoreMuesliinhisbowl

sittingonthecounterandmoreyoghurtbefore

staring.

Breeze:(walkingover)That'salot!

Odirile:Whatever.

Hetookouthisbowlandmadehimselfsome

beforepushingOdirile'slegsasideandtookouta

spoonthentookhisbowlgoingtositonthehigh

chair.



Odirile:(smiling)Youdaredisrespectmeinmyown

houseboy.

Breeze:Whatever...youjustmademeletyour

sisterdownbynotsayingatleasthappybirthday.

She'susedtomesayinghappybirthdaytoherand

givinghergifts.

Odirile:She'llgetoveritwhenshesee'swhatwe

areplanningforher.

Breeze:Thepartyislaterandsheatthelibrary.

Whoisgoingtoholdherthere?Courseshewont

spendtherestofthedayallalone.She'llbeback

beforeyoucanevenfinishup.

Odirile:Uhm..Ineverreallythoughtaboutthat.

WhereisKagiso?Mysisterwasnevertheoneto

resistaprettyface.Willhebehere?

Breeze:DoyoureallythinkKagisowillagreetothis

afterthewholeRosesaga?Heishome.Heneeds

timetohimselfandgatherthepiecesofhislifeto

getbackonhisfeet.He'sbeenthroughalotandI

doubthe'llgetbackhereafterwhatheexperienced



inthiscity.

Odirile:(smiling)Nowlookatthat.Myboytalking

likeafather.Arealman.Igattaburnmphephoand

claphandstotheancestorsforbringingKagisointo

yourlife.Thiskidchangedyou.

Breeze:Kagisodidn'tchangeme.Ichoseto.

Odirile:Youchosetochangeforhim.It'snotabad

thingcourseIlovethisBreeze.Thatoldonewasa

painintheass.

Breeze:(chuckled)Mxm.Kagisohasn'trepliedto

theinvitationyet.AndIdontwanttobotherhim

withtheparty.Ifhedoesn'twanttocomethenthe

leastwecandoisgivehimthespacehewants.

Odirile:(smiling)Fatherlyinstinct.Ilikeit.

Breeze:Howarethepreparationsgoing?

Odirile:Icalledmylonglostcousinstocomehelp

withthecookingandIwasthinkingmaybeyou'd

accompanymetogobuydrinks.Alotofthem

coursethey'llbealotofpeople.

Breeze:Brai?Catering?extra



Odirile:Ofcoursethey'llbeabraibutabsolutelyno

catering.She'sturning23not10.Noneedtobe

hangingSofiaandBarbie'scolorsaround,they

wontputherfavoritecolorsattheirparties,sowhy

hers.

Breeze:Whateveryoursmoking,Ineedit.

Odirile:Air.

Breeze:Mxm.

Hepickedhisphoneandloggedintohiscellphone

bankingandsent7ktoBonolobeforeputtingit

downandtheycontinuedchatting.

AtBonolo'shouse.

Bonolo'sphonebeepedonthecouchnexttoher

motherandshepickeditlookingatthescreen.She

slidthemessagedownreadingitsinceshecant

openthephoneandsighedlookingattheamount.



Nolo'smom:(shouting)Bonolo!Phone!

Withoutwastingtime,shecamerushingand

pickedthephone.Hermotherlookedatherbefore

switchingtheTVonandchangedtothegospel

channel.

Nolo'smom:That'salotofamountforagirlfriend

fee.Didyouaskforit?

Bonolo:Momwhathappenedtoprivacy?AndnoI

didn'taskforitI'mjustassurprisedasyouare.

Nolo'smom:MpolellemoNolo.Oakanyagoreo

mangmara?Whyareyoumixingthistwoboys?

WhatkindofaJezebellineareyouon?Doyou

knowhowmuchthiswillhurt?

Bonolo:NarewareJezebelmme?Gorilengo

nkakanyetsadilodimaswejaana?

Nolo'smom:Becouseyouractinglikeone.Kagiso

mightnothaveenoughbuthelovesyou.Whydo



youwanttohurthimlikethis?AreyouwithOdirile

becauseofthemoney?

Bonolo:No..Ilovehim.

Nolo'smom:AndKagiso?

Bonolo:Ilovehimtoo.

Nolo'smom:That'sinsane.IfyoudontloveKagiso

bestlethimgosohecanfindsomeonewho'sworth

hislovecourseyournot.

Bonolo:Mama!

Nolo'smom:Keng?Yournotworthitmybaby.

Yourstabbinghiminthebackwithaverysharp

knifeandtrustmeitsgonnahurtmorewhenhe

findsout.Bestlethimgonow.

Bonolo:No..

Nolo'smom:Yourstubbornmygirl.Butremember

nothingstaysburiedforever.

Bonololookedatherbeforestandingandwentout.

Shewalkedoutofthegateandwenttocheckif



Kagisowasn'toutside.Thisdaysshewastoo

scaredtoenterafterwhathismotherjustwitnessed.

Shesigheddialinghisnumberandhepicked.

Kagiso:Hellomiss.

Bonolo:(blushing)Hii..Areyouhome?

Kagiso:Yeah.

Bonolo:Cool,I'moutside.

Kagiso:Ohk.I'mcoming.

Shehangupshovingthephoneinherpocketand

hegotoutofthehousewalkingoverhuggingher

beforetheykissed.

Kagiso:Youcould'veknocked.

Bonolo:Iknow.ButIfinditdisrespectfulkissing

infrontofanelder.

Kagiso:Mymomdoesn'tmind,youknowthat.



Bonolo:Yeah..butstill.Sowhereareyougoing

today?

Kagiso:(narrowedeyebrows)Nowhere.I'llbe

homecatchinguponmystudiesandnextweekI'm

startingtowritemyexamsnonstop.Why?

Bonolo:Nothing.Justwonderingwheremy

boyfriendwillbecourseifIdontask,yougo

missingonmefordayswithoutcalling.Sucks!

Kagiso:(smiling)Aren'tyoucute.Butdon'tworry

I'mnotgoinganywhere.You?

Bonolo:Ihavetogovisitmyfatherandhisfamily

today.I'llbebacktomorrow,fornowIwanttogo

buysomethingatthemall.Momsentmethere.

Kagiso:oh..needcompany?

Bonolo:(smiling)Ineedmorethanjustcompany.

Shekissedhimpullinghimtohercarinheryard

andopenedthebackdoorpushinghiminside

beforeshegotinclosingthedoorbehindher.***



Anhourlatertheybothsteppedoutofthecarfixing

themselvesandlookedateachothersmilingthen

kissedbeforeKagisowalkedaway.Shefixedher

hairandsighedwalkingtothehousewhenher

phonerang.

Bonolo:Heybaby.

Odirile:Hii..howareyou?I'vebeentryingtocall

youmultipletimesbutyouweren'tpickingup.

Bonolo:I'mgood.Yeah..ìjustsawyourmissed

calls.Iwasintheshower.Iseverythingohk?

Odirile:Yeah..wantedtoknowifyougotthe

moneyIsentyou?

Bonolo:Youknowyoudidn'thavetoright?

Odirile:NoloyourmygirlfriendandIloveyou.I

sentyouthatmoneyoutoflovenotbecauseIwant

tobuyyou.I'mnotbuyingyou.Takethatmoney

andgospoilyourself.I'llseeyoulateronright?

Bonolo:Absolutely.Iloveyou.

Odirile:Iloveyoutoo.



Shehangupbreathingoutandlookedaround

beforewalkinginsidethehouse.Afterawhileshe

steppedoutfreshandgotinthecaropening

windowsdrivingoff.

AtKagiso'shouse.

Kagisosatontheplasticchairreadingwhile

unbraidinghishairandflippedthepagetoread

anotherone.Hesmiledrealizingthatthoughhe

wasreading,hismindwasn'therebuttowhat

happenedearlieron.Sexinacar.Isn'tthatabad

thing?Hisphonerangonthebedandhestoodup

pickingitandlookedatOdirile'scall.

Kagiso:UncleOD.What'sup?

Odirile:Kagiso,myonlynephewinthiswholewide

world.Ineedyourhelp.Say"Fine"please.

Kagiso:(laugh)IcantjustsayfinewhenIdont



knowwhatkindofafavouryouwant.Whatifyou

askmetogoshootsomeone?

Odirile:YourdadwillkillmeifIdareaskthatfrom

you.Ineedyoutodistractmysisteratthelibrary.

Makeupaconversationwithhersothatshestays

gluedonyouuntilsundown.Flirtwithheror

whatever,Idontcare.Aslongasshedoesn'tcome

homeearly.

Kagiso:Yoursister?Idontevenknowher.

Odirile:I'llsendyouherlocationandherpicture.

Please...

Kagiso:Fine,butthat'sgonnatakemelikeanhour

togetthere.

Odirile:That'swhyIsentyourfathertocomeget

you.He'sonhiswaythereaswespeak.

Kagiso:What?No!He'sgonnaforcemetocome

tothatparty.

Odirile:Iknow,that'swhyIsenthim.Dontworry

Rosellawontbehere.

Kagiso:Wow..ohk.JustthisonefavourandI'm



done.

Odirile:Myman!

Hesighedputtingthephonedownandfoundhis

motherlookingathimforanexplanation.

Kagiso:IpromisethisisforthelasttimeandI'm

done.

Veronica:Yousaidthatthelasttime.Kagisowhy

doyoualwayshavetoputotherpeople'sneeds

beforeyou.Lookatyou,droppingyourbookstogo

towhereversaketheycallyou.

Kagiso:Momisjustaonetimefavourandit'sdone

.Nomorefavours.

Veronica:(shouts)Whataboutyou?Yourfuture!

Yourstudies!Youalwaysdropeverythingfor

othersbutwhodropseverythingforyou?!

Kagisolookedatherandswallowedsittingdown.



Hepushedhishairbackandtieditwithaband

beforeopeninghisbooks.Veronicalookedathim

andsighed.

Veronica:I'mnotsayingyoushouldstophelping

people.Iknowyoulovehelpingandit'sagood

thing,butKagisosometimesyougottochose

yourselfandputyourneedsbeforeotherscourseif

youdont,noonewill.Ithurtsmeasamother

seeingyousufferafteryoulandedyourhandsto

someoneandtheydon'tpickyouupalsotocome

withthem.Ithurtcourseyoucantsay"No"attimes

.Youstopyourlifetohelpothers,butwhostops

theirstohelpyou?

Tearsburnedhiseyeswhenhepickedacupof

wateranddrankitallbeforeputtingitdown.

Veronica:Butyoupromisedright?Thisisforthe

lasttime!



Kagiso:(wipedtear)Iswear.

Acarbeepedoutsideandheclosedhisbooks

lookingathismotherbeforehehuggedher.

Kagiso:Onelasttime.

Veronica:Ohk.Besafe.

Kagiso:Iwill.

Hekissedherforeheadbeforechanginghisshirt

intoahoodieandsprayedperfume.Veronicafrown

lookingathimandhetookouthiscapthentookhis

phone.

Veronica:Soyoujustprayperfume,youdontbath?

Kagiso:(laughs)Ketlahlapapele!

{I'llbathwhenIgetthere}



Theybothlaughedandhewalkedoutgoingtothe

car.HegotinthecarandBreezelookedathishair

shakinghisheadbeforestartingtheengineand

droveoff.Itincreaseseverytimeheseesitandnow

itwasjustpassinghisarmpits.Hegavehimhis

cardandshookhisheadchanginggears.

Kagiso:(smiling)What?

Breeze:Yourhairis-

Kagiso:I'mnotgettingahaircut.

Breeze:(laughs)Dontworry,Ialreadymadepeace

withthat.Youneedtostyleit.Its-alot-richand

huge.

Kagiso:ThankyoubutI'mnotgettingahaircut.

Breezelookedathimandtheybothlaughedashe

spedoffwiththemarguingabouthishair.

AtTheLibrary.



Kagisolookedatthepictureonhisphoneand

lookedatthegirlsittingatthecornerreadingabook

.Hesighedwearinghiscaptohiseyesashisheart

poundedandpickedabookbeforewalkingover.

Kagiso:Hii.CanIsitwithyou?

Ditebogo:knockyourselfout!

Kagiso:Auch!

Shestoodupputtingthebooksawayandpicked

anotheronesittingdownandhesatoppositeher

lookingather.Shelookedathimandcouldn'thelp

butcatchsiteofthosepinkdrawinglips.She

sighedsittingbackandlookedathim.

Ditebogo:Ifyourgoingtositwithme,thenthe

leastyoucandoismovethecapfromyourfaceso

thatIcanseewhoI'minteractingwith.Youcould

beaserialkillerforallIknow.



Hechuckledamazedbeforemovingthecapfrom

hisfaceandworeitfromthebacklookingather.

Herheartskippedwhenshereceivedbutterfliesand

swallowedlookingathisbrowneyes.His

eyelasheswerelongandlookedwatery.Talkabout

abeautifulman.Holymother!

Ditebogo:Ohk...

Kagiso:I'mhungry.Whydontwegogetsomething?

IpromiseI'mnotaserialkiller.Youcantake

picturesandstoretheminyourphoneorsendthem

tosomeonewithawritingof"lastpersonIwaswith

"forevidenceifyougomissing.

Ditebogo:(laughs)Yourcrazy.Icouldgomissing

butnotinyourhandsandiftheyfindthat,you'llbe

arrested.Let'sgo,I'vebeenhereforlong.I'm

hungrytoo.

.
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Around19h00



AttheMall.

TheysatatthecornerinSteerslaughingtheirlungs

outtellingeachotherstoriesoftheirchildhood.

Littledidsheknowthatshewastalkingabout

someoneheknows.Hepickedhisdrinklookingat

herandshepickedafryandateitlookingathim

back.

Ditebogo:Sodoyouhaveagirlfriend?

Kagiso:Yeah..Doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Ditebogo:No.I'mthekindthatboysalwayslook

awaywhentheyseethemandpicktheirfriends

overthem.

Kagiso:Soyouneverdatedanyone?

Ditebogo:Idid,butIalwaysdidthechasing.SoI

gottiredandretiredfromforcingpeopletopickme

overmyfriends.

Kagiso:Howmanyfriendswerethey?



Ditebogo:Ihadtwo.MpumiandTumi.Butthey

alwayschoseTumimore.Imeanshedidn'teven

try.AlltheguysImadlywantedpickedheroverme.

Why?Idontknow.SoIgaveupattheend.

Kagiso:Thenwhoeverthoseguysare,arestupid.

Youragood,beautifulwomanandintelligent.Their

loss.Goodthingyoudontdoubtyourselforlet

themmakeyoufeelanylessaboutyourself,to

questionyourself.Dontletthemchangeyou.

Ditebogo:Iwont.Sohowlonghaveyoubeenwith

her?

Kagiso:Longenough.ButIoncesteppedoutof

thewaywhenIcoughtfeelingsforsomegirl.Lucky

meGodshowedmeanothersideofherthatis

hiddenandIgotbackinline.

Ditebogo:Andwhatsideisthat?

Kagiso:Shehadsexinfrontofme.

Ditebogo:Aoww!(Laughs)Andyoujuststoodby

andwatched?

Kagiso:Idontentirelyblameherthough.Shewas



marriedandshewasatherhousewithherhusband,

Iwasonlyvisiting.

Ditebogo:Shegotyougood!

Kagisolookedatherandshookhisheadlaughing.

Shejusttookhisheartbreakandmadeitajoketo

her.Hisphonevibratedonthetableandhepicked

itlookingatOdirile'smessage.Helookedather

beforetakingherhandhelpingherstandandshe

quicklypickedherbagpack.

Ditebogo:Wherearewegoing?

Kagiso:Idon'tknow.Justgotamessagetocome

homeandsomeoneisheretopickme.We'lldrop

youoff.

Ditebogo:(laughs)Yourlying.Youjustsaidyou

don'tknowthenallofsuddenyou'regoinghome.

Kagiso:(scoffed)Takethesecondstatement.I'm

goinghome.Sorry.

Ditebogo:Itsohk.Noneedtoapologize.



Theystoodoutsidethebuildingwhenhetappedhis

footonthegroundnotknowingwhichcarhewas

waitingfor.Acarstoppedinfrontofthemandhe

openedthedoorforherbutshestoodtherewith

secondthoughts.

Kagiso:getin.

Ditebogo:(hesitantly)IthinkI'lljustrequestanuber.

Thanksalot.

Kagiso:Havingsecondthoughtsaboutme?

Ditebogo:No.JustthatI'mnotusedtogetting

ridesfromanyoneexceptthoseIfullyknow.Ijust

metyou

Kagiso:Ditebogoyoujustspendhalfofyourday

withmeandItoldyoueverythingyouneededto

knowevenwhatjusthappenedrecently.I'mnota

monsterI'maresponsibleguy.

Ditebogo:Responsibleguysarethemost

dangerousone.Youcouldbeplanningtosellmy



organsforallIknow,andI'mnotreadytodieyet.

Kagiso:(laughs)What?Whywouldyouthinkthat?

Ditebogo:Becauseyourtoohandsometobekind.

Youlooklikeabodboy,andbadboysbringheaven.

Kagiso:SoyouthinkI'mgoodlooking?

Ditebogo:Dontyouhaveamirror?Ofcourseyour

handsome.ExtremelygoodlookingandI'mnot

takinganychances.

Hescoffedlookingatherwhenshebreathed

heavilybeforeattemptingtowalkawaybuthe

pulledherbyherwaist.Hepulledhertoocloseto

himbreathingsameairwithherasherbreathing

changed.Shebitherliplookingathisandhe

leanedinslightlytouchingherlipswithhisbefore

heFrenchkissedher.Herlipsweresosoftand

tender.MeanwhilechillsrandownDitebogo'sspine

kissinghisjuicysoftlips,shecoulddothisnone

stop.ThekisschangedtoaLizzykissandfrom

theretobutterflykissthenagaintosinglelipkiss

beforebacktolizzykiss.



Thedriverturnedlookingatthemandshookhis

head.Withtheirbreathsonhighlevelwiththeir

bodytemparature,theyslowlyletgoandputtheir

foreheadstogether.

Kagiso:Icouldneverhurtagirl.Iwouldneverhurt

you.Youcantrustme.

Ditebogo:(blushes)thenIthinkImightneedthat

picture.

Kagiso:(laughs)Fine.

Hestoodbackputtinghishandsinthepocketto

hidehisbonerandshetookoutherphonetakinga

pictureofhimandsentittoOdirile.Shesmiled

puttingthephoneawaywhenhereyesfellonhis

handstryinghardtoextendthepantssohewont

show.

Ditebogo:(smiling)Getsomeonetotakecareof

that



Kagiso:Youshouldbetheonetakingcareofit.

Dontstartwhatyoucantfinish.

Theylaughedgettinginandthedriverdroveoff

takingheraddressthoughheknowsit.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Carsparkedmitersawayfromthehousetoclear

thesuspicion,theyardfilledwithpeoplehaving

boozeandothersbusywithbrai.You'dswearit

wassomesortofaweddingorsomethingbuta

simpleparty.Bonolowalkedoutofthehouseinher

shortelegantdressrevealingherhourglassfigure

holdingaglassofwineandwenttothepoolsite

whereOdirilemetherhalfwayandtheykissed.

Odirile:Myfavoriteperson.

Bonolo:Mydearestone



Odirile:I'mgladyouwereabletomakeit.Ilove

you.

Bonolo:I'mgladtobeherewithyoutoo.Where's

Mrspartybytheway?

Odirile:She'sonherway.

Shesmiledwrappingherhandsaroundhisneck

andkissedhim.MeanwhileBreezesatonthecamp

chairwithabeerinhishandlookingatthemand

tookasiplookingaway.Theybrokethekisswhen

hereyesfellonBreezeandhelookedatherandshe

avoidedhiseyes.

Bonolo:I'mgoingtousethebathroom.I'llberight

back.

Odirile:Ohk

SheclearedherthroatwalkingawaywhenOdirile's

phonevibrated.Hetookhisphoneoutandfrowned

lookingatKagiso'sfaceonthepictureshesenthim



saying"LastpersonIwaswith".Another

messagesfollowedfromKagisosayingwere

aroundthecorner.Hequicklywroteamessageto

someoneinsidethehousetoswitchoffthelights.

Thelightswentoutandeveryonewenttotheyard

behindthehouseandkeptquite.

ThecarparkedinfrontofthegateandDitebogo

sighedlookingaroundthestreetsandonlyatthis

houseitwasdark.ShesigheddialingOdirilebutit

wentstraighttovoicemail.ShelookedatKagiso

holdinghishand.

Ditebogo:Canyoupleaseaccompanymeinside?I

dontknowwhattoexercisesinthere.I'llbuythe

electricityandthenyoucanleave,youwonthaveto

stay.Please..IknowyouhavetogobutI'mscared

togoinalone.Yourmyonlyhope.

Kagiso:Cool.



Theysteppedoutandheslidthegateopenforher

andshegotinleadingthewaytothehouse.He

pulledherhandandledherbehind.

Kagiso:Ithinkit'sbestyoustartintheback.If

theirthief's,thisisthelastplacewherethey'll

expectyoutoshowupfirst.

Shefollowedhimandheledhertothebackdoor

beforesneakingawayfromhertryingtoopenthe

doorandwenttostandbehindatree.Ditebogo

triedopeningthedoorwhensherealiseditwas

openandherheartpounded.

Ditebogo:Itsopen.Someoneisdefinitelyinside.

(Turning)Wouldyo-Kagiso?Kagiso?

Herheartpoundedwhenherkneesgotweekasfear

consumedherandtearsblurredhersight.

ShetookoutherphonedialingOdirilewhenthelight



cameonandthecrowdscreamed"Surprise!"

Makingherheartskipandthephoneslippedfrom

herhandfallingonthefloorasshescreamedin

tears.

Odirilewalkedoverandhuggedherrubbingher

backasshecriedandmorepeoplefollowed.

Odirile:(smiling)Happy23rdbirthdaylittleone.

Ditebogo:(crying)Imgonnakillhim!Imgonnakill

youall!

Odirile:Ohcomeon..youshouldbehappy.Ilove

yousis.

Ditebogo:Iloveyoutoobro.

TheyhuggedagainandBonolosmiledhuggingher.

MeanwhileKagiso'ssmiledroppedlookingat

BonolohuggingDitebogowhenhewalkedoverbut



stoppedonhistracklookingatherholdhandswith

Odirile.Hersmilewasbeyondandheroutfitdidnot

looklikeofsomeonewhowenttotheirfathers

house.

Heleanedonherearandsaidsomethingtoherthat

madeherlaughbeforewrappingherhandsaround

hisneckandtheykissed.

Hisheartbouncedwithhisjawsdroppingandtears

betrayedhimonceagain.

Ontheotherhand,Breezesatoncampchair

staringathimwipeatearthenhelookedatOdirile

stillsharingapassionatewithBonolo.Hecanonly

imaginethepain.Hestoodupandwalkedoverto

himpatinghisshoulderwatchinghimwipeatear.

Breeze:Areyouohk?

Kagiso:Youknewaboutthis?

Breeze:....

Kagiso:Wow!Icantbelievethis.

Breeze:I'msorry.



Kagisolookedathimandshookhisheadlaughing

inpainandwalkedawayavoidingtocatchBonolo's

eyesandwentinsidethehouse.Hewalkedaround

whenhespottedaminibarandwenttositdown

grabbingabottlecheckingthepercentagealcohols

hefoundBruichladdichof50%.Hepulledaglass

fillingitandputthebottledowngulpingthewhole

glass.
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AtOdirile'shouse

Thecrowdsanghappybirthdayoutside,popping

champagnesandall.Breezewalkedaroundthe

crowdsearchingforKagisofindinghimnowhere.

Hetookouthisphonedialinghimbutitwent

straighttovoicemail.

Breeze:(recordsmessage)Hey,lookIknowthat

yourmadandIdon'tblameyoufornotpickingup

mycalls.Butatleastletmeknowyourfine.I'm

worriedhere.

Hehangupandsomeonetappedhimfrombehind

andheturnedlookingatBonolo.Helookedather

fromheadtotoebeforesippinghisdrink.



Bonolo:Hii.Iwantedtoaskforforgivenessabout

whatI'mcoursing.Forputtingyouinatight

positionbetweenyoursonandyourfriend.Thank

youfornotsayinganythingyetandkeepingthis

betweenthebothofus.

Breeze:(smiling)Wantlwaelayoh!

HelaughedwalkingawayandmetOdirileonhis

way.Hesighedtryingtoavoidhimbuthecought

upwithhim.

Odirile:Areyouohkman?

Breeze:YeahI'mfine.JustlookingforKagiso.Do

youknowwhereheis?

Odirile:No,Ihaven'tseenhim.Hejustleft

Ditebogoonthedooranddisappeared.Isheohk?

Breeze:No,he'snot.

Odirile:What'sup?



Helookedathimnotknowingwhattosaytohim.I

meanyoucan'tjusttellyourfriendthathe's

screwingyousonsgirlfriend,andyouknewthisall

along.Betterifhealsofindsouthimself.

Breeze:Idon'tknow.

Dikelediwalkedoverholdingachampagneand

wrappedherarmsaroundtheirneckscovered

laughing.

Ditebogo:Thisisfantastic!Thankyou!

Breeze:Youshouldthankhim,he'sthe

mastermindofthisparty.

Ditebogo:Iknowhedidthiswithyourhelp

somewhere,sothankyoutoo.Bytheway-

(blushing)Who'sthatguyyousenttome?Thecute

one.Ididn'tknowyouguyshadsuchacharmerin

yourcircleoflife.



Odirile:Yousee?Itoldyoushecan'tresistapretty

face.

Ditebogo:Ohcomeonbrother.Haveyouseenthat

guymara?Icanresistmanbutthisone,hai!No

marn.Godoutdidhimselfonhim.Top10!

Odirile:(movedherarm)Ntlogele.Youleavethat

guyalone.He'sBreeze'sson.

Ditebogo'smouthdroppedmovingherhandsand

lookedatBreeze.

Ditebogo:Youmustbekidding?What?HowcomeI

don'tknowhimuncleBreeze?

Breeze:Hestayswithhismother.Excuseme.

Hemovedawaypassinginthecrowdtakingouthis

phoneanddialedhimagainleavingthemarguing

aboutKagiso.

MeanwhileBonolotookherglassofwineand



headedinsidetousethebathroom.Shewalkedin

andpassingbypeoplesittingonthecouches

laughingandothersinthekitchen,andsheclimbed

thestairswhensomeoneheldherhand.

Him:Heybeautiful.

Bonolo:SorryIgotaboyfriend.

Him:Whoishe?

Bonolo:Theownerofthehouse.

Theguykissedherhandbeforewinkingandwalked

away.MeanwhileKagisorecognizedhervoiceand

watchedthemtalk.Thefactthatsheevensaidher

"Boyfriend"istheownerofthehousefilledhis

mouthandhestoodupwiththebottleandfollowed

herupstairswithouthernoticing.

Shegotinthebathroomandclosedthedoorbehind

herwhenitflewagainandclosedasshewasabout

toundressandherheartskippedlookingatthe



backview.Kagisoturnedaroundlookingather

withasmilewhenherkneesgotweakandthepee

slightlyslippedoutasherheartraced.

Kagiso:Excuseme..youlookfamiliar.Aren'tyou

Bonolo?

Bonolo:(shaking)Kagisowhatareyoudoinghere?

Kagiso:Oh,soityou.Youknowmyname.The

questioniswhatareyoudoinghere?Isthisyour

daddy'shouse?

Bonolo:(teary)Stepback!I'mherewithmyfriends!

Kagiso:(steppingover)Andwhoarethose?

Bonolo:Itsmyfriendsbirthday.Iwaswithherthe

wholedaytodistract-

Kagiso:Yourlying.Atthispoint,Inotthekindyou

shouldbelyingto.I'mcalmandcollectedonthe

outsidebutfuriousintheinside,sodon'tyoudare

forcemetodosomethingI'llregret.



Histonewasicecoldashewalkedovertoher

slowly.Hereyeswelledupintearssteppingback

andhitthewallhavingnowhereelsetogo.

Kagiso:Soagainbabe.Isthisyourdaddy'shouse?

Bonolo:(crying)...

Kagiso:I'malsostartingtohatetears.Youguys

tendtousethemunnecessarily.Soanswerme

sweety.Isit?

Bonolo:(crying)...

Kagiso:Ohk..

Hewalkedbacktothesinkdrinkinghisliquorand

pushedthedrainpluginsidebeforeopeningthetap

toreleasesmallamountofwaterlookingather.

Kagiso:Again.Forthelasttime.Isthisyour

father'shouse?

Bonolo:(crying)ItoldyouI'mwithafriend.



Kagiso:Yournotansweringmyquestion.

Heopenedthetapandfilledthewaterinsidebefore

closingitandpulledthesleevesofhisJersey.

Bonoloheartpoundedhardlookingathimandmore

tearsflowed.Hepickedhisdrinkagainandwalked

overlookingather.Hesmiledrealizingthatthe

wallsweresoundproofedandstoppedinfrontof

her.

Kagiso:Yesorno?

Bonolo:(crying)Kagisowhatareyoudoing?

Kagiso:I'mgonnadrownyou.

Bonolo:What?

Kagiso:Onlyifyoudon'tanswermyquestions.So

whatitgonnabe?Hardwayortheeasyway?

Answerthequestion.

Bonolo:ItoldyouI'mherewithafriend.Iwassent

todistractheran-



Kagiso:YouthinkI'm bluffing,don'tyou?

Bonolo:...

Kagiso:Ohk

Hepulledherbyherneckandshescreamed

walkingtowardsthesinkandshemadeherleanin

screaming.Hepushedherheadinsideandshe

foughttryingtogetoutmakingbubblesbuthewas

toostrong.Hepulledheroutandshegaspedforair

coughingandhehuggedherwithonehandlooking

atthemirrorwithherstillcrying.

Kagiso:(smiling)Isit?

Bonolo:(crying)No.It'snotmyfather'shouse.

Kagiso:goodgirl.Sohowisyourrelationwith

Odirile?

Bonolo:We'refriends.Iswe-

Hepushedherheadinsideagainandshetried



gettingouthittinghishandandsplashingthewater.

Kagisosippedhisliquortwicebeforepullingherout

andshegaspedrubbingherfacecoughing.She

triedtoruntothedoorcryingbuthepulledherwith

herwaistandstoodbehindherpressingher

stomachonthesink.Hemovedherhairfromher

facelookingathercryonthemirrorbeforekissing

hershoulderupuntiltoherneckthengrabbeda

handfulofherhair.

Kagiso:(calm)I'mlisteninglove.

Bonolo:(cough)Romantic.

Kagiso:Ohwow...I'mhurt.Doyouknowthat?

Bonolo:I'msorryKagiso.Imsosorry.Itrulyam.

Kagiso:Forhowlonghasthisbeengoingon?

Bonolo:Itsbeenweeks.Atfirstitwasfriendship

untilhetoldmehowhefeltaboutme.Wemetat

themallwhenIwas(cough)whenIwasbuyingyou

motherfoodmonthsago.

Kagiso:Weeks?WeeksBonolo?Andyoudidn'ttell



himyougotaboyfriend?

Bonolo:Ididbuthekeptonandonhittinguponme

.ItriedtosaynocountlesstimesuntilIrealized

thatIalsolovehim.

Kagiso:Youlovehim?Whataboutme?

Bonolo:Iloveyou.IsweartoGod.IfIdidn'tI

wouldhaveleftyou,butinsteadIstayed.But

Kagisowhatwouldyouhavemedo?Yougo

missingandyoudontcallme.Youleavemealone

andIfeltneglected.AlwaysIwasintears

wonderinghowyourdoingatthehospitalworse

worriedsickifyoumadeitoutoftownalive.And

evenso,youdidn'tevenbothertocallmewhenyou

wokeuptoletmeknowyourfine.Iwentout

searchingforyoufordays.Thenyoureturnedand

whatdoyoudo?Yougomissingagainwithouta

goodbyeoratleastatracetowhereI'dfindyou.I

feltlikethisrelationshiphadlackofloveandlow

commitmenttoit.

Kagiso:Soinsteadofwaitingformetoexplainyou

goonandloweryourpantiestosomeoneIreferto



asanuncle?Ibetyouknewbeforethewhole

relationshipofyoursstarted.

Bonolo:IdidandI'msorry.Itrulyam.Butyouleft

meKagiso!(Crying)Youleftme!Iwantedtofeel

lovedandcaredfor.PlusyouknowIlovesexsoI

hadmoresexualdesiresandyouweren'tthere.I'm

trulysorryifihurtyoubutyouleftmenochoice.I

hadto-

Kagiso:Wouldyoupleasestoptalking!Youhad

plentyofchoices.Waitformetoexplainorkill

yourselfforlove.Justshutup!

Bonolo:YousaidIshouldanswertoyou.LookI

knowyourhurtandfeelbetrayedandI'msorry.You

haveeveryrighttobe.Iknowyouangry-

Kagiso:(chuckled)Angry?Really?

Bonolo:Kagiso..-

Kagiso:YouthinkI'mangry?Nobaby,I'mnot

angry.I'mmurderous!Iwanttokillyou!Andyou

knowwhoelse?RosellaLyonandeveryonethat

stabbedmeintheback.Iwantsomeone'ssoulin

myhand!



Herheartpoundedlookingathimonthemirror

whenhepushedherheadinside.Sheshookher

headtryingtogetouthittinghishandwhenshe

slippedbuthestillpushedherheadinside-

.
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Inthebathroom.

Bonologaggedashepressedherheaddownwitha

neutralfaceandbithislippullingthebottleand

dranktheliquor.Sheslowlygotweakandstopped

fightinghimwhensomeonekickedthedoorand

Breezefrownedrushingoverandpulledhimpinning

himagainstthewall.

Breeze:(Shouting)Areyoucrazy?!

Bonolotookoutherheadandgaspedcoughingout

thewaterfallingonthefloordraggingherselftothe

cornerbehindthetoilet.

Kagiso'sangerbrewedseeingherstillbreathing

whenhetriedescapingbutBreezehithimagainst

thewallandthebottleslippedfallingonthefluffy

math.



Breeze:Stopit!Sheheardyou!

Kagiso:Letmego!

Breeze:Kagisodon'tforcemetolineyouupright

now.She'sagirlforchristsake!

Odirilepassedthroughthecrowdthatwasstanding

onthedoorandstoodatwalkedinlookingatallthe

wateronthefloorandBonolocoughingbehindthe

toiletwet.Heclosedthedoorbehindhimsothe

crowdwontseeanythingandlookedatBreeze

pinningKagisoonthewallbyhisneckallfurious.

Odirile:Caretoexplainwhatisgoingoninhere?

Kagiso:Ohwewerejusthavingalittlechat.Isn'tit

Bonolo?

Breeze:Youcalldrowningsomeoneinasinkfullof

wateralittlechat?Areyououtofyourmind?You

could'vekilledheryoustupidmoron!

Kagiso:Thatwasthewholepointofdrowningher.

Iwanttokillher.Seeingherstillbreathinglikethis



makesmeevenangrier,letgoofmeandletme

dealwiththisJezebel!

Breeze:Doyouhearyourselfrightnow?You

wantedtokillher?Kagisokillingherwillnotbring

youanypeacebuttorturefortherestofyourlife.

Killingherwillnotmakeyouanydifferentfromher

butworse.Amurder.

Odirile:(sigh)Whydoyouwanttokillher?Can

someoneatleastshedmethelightherecourseI'm

confused.

Kagiso:Whydontyouaskher?Sheistheauthorof

everythinggoingonhere.

OdirilelookedatBonolocurlingherselfintoaballat

thecornercryingholdingherhurtingneckand

walkedovergoingdownonhiskneestouchingher.

Hemovedherhandfromherneckandfrowned

lookingatthehandprintsandstooduplookingat

Kagiso.



Odirile:Bonolopleasetellmewhat'sgoingonhere

beforeIrushintoconclusioncourseIain'tgot

bricks?

Bonolo:(crying)I'msorry.Kagisofortheone

hundredthtimeI'msorry.Whatdoyouwantmeto

do?

Kagiso:OhbabyIwantyoudead.Iwantnothing

much.

Breeze:WouldyoustopwiththethreatsbeforeI

punchyouinhemiddleoftheface!

Odirile:Bonoloyourignoringme.Tellmewhat's

happeninghereorItoowilltakethetruthoutofyou

bothmyownway.Anditain'tgonnabenice,trust

me.

Shelookedathimandwipedhertearshuggingher

legsandswallowed.Hermotherswordsplayed

loudinherheadwhenshestartedcryingevenmore

astheyallthreewatchedher.



Bonolo:(crying)He'smyboyfriend.

Odirile:(gasped)Yourwhat?!

Bonolo:(crying)Itshim.TheguyItoldyouabout.

I'mreallysorry.

Odirile:So-heisthereasonwhydidn'twantto

spendtimewithme?Hereasonwhyyoudidn't

wanttocomewithmetoBre-holdon..Breezeyou

knewaboutthisdidn'tyou?

Breeze:WhatIknowordonotknowisnotthepoint

here.ThepointisBonoloplayedthebothofyou

underyournoses.Itswasn'tmyplacetotellyou.

Odirile:Icantbelievethis!Soshe'stheonethat

youtoldmeaboutwhomyoufoundwithKagisoat

thehospitalhalfnaked?

Breeze:Andhowdidthisthinggettopointatme?

I'mnotatfaulthere.Thisisyourtriangle,better

sortitoutbeforeoneofyoudies.I'mnotpartofit.

ThisisthesamereasonwhyIdidn'ttellyourcourse

IknewI'dgetcoughtinthemiddleofit.Y'allbetter

growupandresolvethislikepeopleyouragesnot

teenagers,stoppointingyourfingersatme.



Odirile:Bykeepingthistoyouasasecret,you

signedyourselftogetcoughtinthemiddleBreeze.

Breeze:Ikeptitasecretcourseitwasnoneofmy

business.Ialsohavealottodealwithsoyour

trianglewasthelastthingonmymind.Ifyouwant

someonetoblameforyourheartbreak,theresheis

notme.Sogetoffmybackwiththisjoke

relationshipofyourscourseI'mnotinthemood.

(ToKagiso)Wena!trykillingherordoingdoing

anythingtoharmheroranyone,trustmeRosella

andBonolowillbetheleastofyourproblems.That

alsogoestoyouOdirile.

HepushedKagisoofflookingathimandtookthe

bottleofliquorwalkingoutpissed.Kagisorubbed

hisnecklookingatBonoloandshookhisheadout

ofwordsandwalkedoutcomingfacetofacewith

Ditebogosmilingwithwineinherhand.

Ditebogo:(laughing)Ohkthispartyjustgot

interesting!



Kagisonarrowedhiseyebrowslookingatherand

walkedpassedherasshegotinlookingatBonolo

atthecornerandOdirileleaningonthesink.She

closedthedoorsmilingandstoodinfrontofher

brotherleaningoverwideninghereyeteasinghim

beforelaughing.

Ditebogo:(laughs)Sowhat'spopping?Heard

someonewascryingandonewaspinnedonthe

wallbyuncleBreeze.Andwhat'supwiththewater?

Andwenawhyareyouwet?

Odirile:DitebogoyouaskeddoeforapartyandI

threwoneforyou.Whydontyougoandbewith

yourguestbeforeiloseittotally!

Ditebogo:Iknowthattone..(smiling)Shehurtyou

didn'tshe?Andthenyougotangryandtriedto

drowninthereright?That'swhyshe'scrying?

Odirile:Youknow,forsomeonewho'sonherlast

yearoflawyouprattleshit.Quitalready,you

wastingmymoney.



Ditebogo'smouthfellandhelookedathergoingto

helpBonolostandbeforepickingherthenthey

walkedout.

Odirile:Cleanupthemess.

Ditebogo:WhatdidIdo?

InOdirile'sroom.

Hewalkedincarryingherandwenttoputheronthe

bedbeforegoingtohisclosetandbroughtherhis

shirtwithoutaword.Sherubbedhertearlookingat

himandtooktheshirt.

Bonolo:IknowI'vedonewrongbutatleastsay

somethingnotthesilenttreatment.

Odirile:...



Bonolo:Odirileplease.Whyaren'tyousaying

anything?

Odirile:becauseI'mhurt,overwhelmedandangry.

Andwiththisthreemytonguedoesn'tfunction

prettywell.I'mquietbecauseIdontwanttosay

anythingthatwouldhurtyouormakethesituation

worse.YoushouldbegratefulI'mgivingyouthe

silenttreatment,noteveryonegetsitfromme.

Shelookedathimsighingbeforewalkingoutand

shebustedintearsstandingandwenttotakea

shower.

Outside...Kagisoputhishandsinthepocketand

walkedovertoBreeze'scarandbreathedoutbefore

standingnexttohimleaningonthecar.

Kagiso:I'msorry.

Breeze:Doyouknowhowseriousacaseofmurder

is?Youcouldgotojailfor20-25yearsorgeta



maximumpenaltyoflifeimprisonment.Andthen

whatwouldhappenofyourfuter?Yourmother?

Kagiso:(swallowed)Iwasangryandhurt.My

emotionswereallovertheplace.

Breeze:Sonowyouhandleyourpainwithviolence?

Takeoutyourangeronavulnerablegirl?You

could'vetakenalifeKagisothat'snotalightthing.

Howdoyouexpectyourmotherfeelifthatgirlhad

diedinyourhands?Yesshemightstillloveyou

courseyourherchildbutdoyoureallythinkshe'd

beproudofwhatyouwould'vedone?

Kagiso:No..

Breeze:kanaevenso,whatyoudidtonightshecan

stillgoopenacaseandyou'llbechargedwith

attemptedmurder.Andtellyouwhatmyboy,jailis

notachild'splay.Prisonlifeishardasfuckandits

nothinglikewhatyouseeonTV.No.Insidethere

areserialkillers,gangsters,rapistandallsortsof

peopleyoucanthinkofandanytimeitcouldbea

bloodpoolparty.Kagisokillingsomeoneisnothing

likeABCD.Afterkillingsomeonethatbecomesa



partofyouandthere'snowayyourgoingtoescape

thatcourseit'slikeaweighofdarknessaboveyou.

Kagiso:Itwon'thappenagain.

Breeze:Itbetternot!Courseifitdoesyou'llspend

therestofyourlifeindungeon.You'renotthefirst

personwhoisbeenhurtbyagirl.Igothurttoo,

thousandtimesandIknowit'snotagreatfeeling,

butyougottalearnhowtotakecontrol.Don'tlet

youremotionstakeover,itcouldgobad.Ifyou

hadkilledthegirlnotonlywillyouhavelostyour

humanitybutyourdignityasaman.Yourfuture

downthedrain.

Kagiso:I'msorryItrulyam.IknowwhatIdidwas

uncalledfor.ButI'mhurt.Alot.Iaminpainandit

hurtsevenmorethatIcan'thandleit.Ispend

monthstryingtosavesomeone,Ilostmylifetime

tryingtorescuesomeonefromherowndarkness.

AndwhatdoIgetoutofallthis?heartbreak,pain.

Andthere'sBonolo.Shepretendstocareandlove

meknowingverywellthatsheiswithsomeoneelse.

Imeanwhodoesthat?likeforrealwhodoesthat?I

knowthatI'mbroke,andIknowthatI'mfromapoor



backgroundbutdon'tIdeservelove?don'tI

deservesomeonetobethereformewhenIneed

them?someonetocareaboutme.Whydoes

everyoneilovealwayshavetobetrayme?betray

mytrustandplaywithmyfeelingslikethis?

Breeze:ifIwereyouI'llbehappythatIdodgeda

bullet.Girlscanbepainintheass.Ifshecanleave

youthisshouldshowyouhowthelessshecares

aboutyou.Shecanevenlieinyourface,lookyouin

youreyesandtellyouadifferentstoryandthe

outcomesbecomessomethingquitedifferentfrom

whatshetoldyou.Ithinkthisisagreatthingin

disguise.Thisalsogivesyouanopportunityto

focusonyourlife,yougotschooltofocuson.It's

abouttimewegatheryourselfandfocusonyou.

Thinkaboutyourselfforonceinawhile.Build

yourselffirstandthenyoucanhelpbuildothers

later.BonoloandRosearenottheonlygirlsthatare

aliveonthisplanet.Therearealotofgirlsoutthere

whowouldbegratefultohaveyouastheirman.So

killingherisnotanoption.Actuallykillingwas

neveranoptionbutachoice.Youstillhavealotto



liveuptothangoingtoprisononlybecauseyou

killedsomeoneoutofpain.Justimaginegoingto

prisonbecauseyou'rehurt.Ithinkit'sthedumbest

reasonfor1togotojailfor.Girlsmaycomeandgo

butjustrememberthereisonlyonewhoisconstant

,andthat'syourmother.Rememberthateverything

thatyoudonotonlywoulditaffectyoubutherin

theprocess.Sothinktwicebeforeyouact.I'm

goingtogetanotherbottle.

Kagisolookedathimwalkawayandsighedrubbing

hisfacebeforegettinginthecar.

Inthebackyard...Odirilepickedabottleoutofthe

coolerboxjustasBreezewalkedoverandhe

grabbedtwoofthem.

Odirile:lookI'msorryman.Ishouldn'thaveblamed

youlikethat.Inowrealisethatyoudidn'ttellme

becauseyouwantedmetofindoutmyself.You

wererightthisisonmeandthem,wegottafixthat



onourownandleaveyououtofthis.

Breeze:it'scoolman,Ididtrytowarnyouthought

andyoushutmeoutsayingthatIdon'twantyouto

behappy.SoIthoughtmaybeifyoufindout

yourselfyou'dbeabletopredictwhatyouwant.I'm

alsosorrythatitdidn'tturnouthowyouexpected.

Odirile:Ijustdon'tgetwhyshouldlietome.Inever

giveherthebenefitofthedoubt.Ithoughtwewere

openwitheachother.

Breeze:she'sagirl,whatdidyouexpect,pileof

pancakeswithhoneyandacherryontop?

Odirile:(laughs)youknowjustbecauseAbigailhurt

youdoesn'tmeanthatallgirlsarelikeher?Gail

situationisquitedifferentfromours.

Breeze:she'sagirllikeher.Sothere'snothing

differentaboutthemfromeachother.Theyallgot

p****andtheyallgotboobies.Sotheyusethem

recklesslytohurtus.Butanyway..whereareyou

goingtodoaboutit?

Odirile:Iloveherverymuch.SoIthinkI'lltryto

mendthingsbetweenus.I'lltrytoforgiveherfor



lyingaboutthisandIhopenexttimeshewon't

repeatthesamemistake.

Breeze:goodluckwiththat!Justdon'tgetthose

hopesuptoohigh.I'mtakingKagisohomesoI'll

catchyoulater.

Odirile:Howishebytheway?

Breeze:He'sstillangryandhurt.Iwanttotakehim

awayfromherebeforehedoesanotherstupidthing

he'lllivetoregretforrealthistime.

Odirile:Ohk..I'llcallhimandsortthisoutwithhim

tomorrow.

Breeze:Ohkcool.

TheyfistbumpedandBreezewalkedtothecarand

hewalkedthehouse.

Breeze:Iwantyoutomakeapromise.

Kagiso:Whatpromise?

Breeze:Thatyou'dstayawayfromgirlsfornow



andallowyourselftoheal.Tofocusonyour

studiesandnevercomebackhereuntilyourdone

withyourexams.Thatyou'llstudyhardandmake

yourmotherproud.Tofocusonyouandwhatyou

want.Toputyourneedsbeforeotherpeople's.To

workhardandtakecareofyoursystemcourse

afterwhatyou'vebeenthrough,youneedspiritual

healing.Togobacktobeingyoubutnotthetoo

caringkind.

Kagiso:(smiling)Ipromise.

Breeze:Promisewhat?

Kagiso:Ipromisedad.

Breeze:Good.

Theybothlaughedashereversedcarefullynotto

hitothercarsanddroveoff.

.

.
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Atthetaxirank.



Acouplesatonthetwoplasticchairsnotmoving

changingpositionsasKagisokeptlookingatthem

andusedhispaintstodrawthem.Hisworkwas

improvingdailyandmorepeoplecametohimfor

theirdrawingandtobuytraditionaljewelry.He

steppedbacksmilinglookingatthepictureandput

thepaintdownturningthecanvastothem.Itwas

liketheyhadtakenapictureandjustpluckedit

thereafteralittlebitofediting.

Woman:Wowthisisbeautiful.Icantwaittoputit

onthewallinourhouseforeveryoneonetosee

whentheygetin.

Man:Itotallyagree.Manthisisimpressive.

You'vegotagift.

Kagiso:Thankyou.Ireallyappreciateyour

support.

Voice:CanIalsohaveoneofmydrawings

speciallydrawnwithyourhand?Andalittlebitofa

signatureatthebottom.



Kagiso:(smiling)"Alittlebitofasignature"Hii

Ditebogo.

Hesaidthatturningwithasmileandshesmiled

sittingonacrate.Heturnedlookingatthecouple

andtheypaidhimbeforeheliftedthepaintingto

theirvanandbidgoodbyeasthedroveoff.Heput

themoneyinthepocketandsatdownasanother

customersatonthechair.

Kagiso:(smiling)Hi.WhatcanIdoforyou?

Boy:Iwantapictureofmyfacedrawnwitha

graphitepencilonlyona20×16incanvas.

Kagiso:Cool.Isthisforyourroom?

Boy:(smiling)Yeah.Ikindofwanttodecorateit

coursewejustmovedin.It'semptysoIthoughta

littlebitsomethingonthewall,asamemoryof

movinghereforthefirstcoupleofdays.

Kagiso:soundsamazing!



HestarteddrawingwhenDitebogopickedthecrate

andwenttositnexttohimwatchinghimdraw.He

lookedatherandsmiledcontinuingwiththe

drawing.

Kagiso:Howdidyoufindme?

Ditebogo:Ittooksometime,butwhatmattersisI

madeit.

Kagiso:SotheytoldyouwhereIstay?

Blabbermouth's.

Ditebogo:Comeon,youshouldbehappytosee

me.Imeanafterwhatyoudid,leavingmeinthe

dark,youowemethewarmwelcomeforcoming

afteryou.Andthenforleavingwithoutsaying

goodbye.

Kagiso:IhadreasonswhyIleftwithoutsaying

goodbye,Ididn'twantanyonetofindme.Especially

peoplefromaroundthattown.

Ditebogo:IsBonoloandRosellatheone'sbehind

yourdisappearance?Comeondude.It'sbeen



threemonths.Letthatslide.Letitbewaterunder

thebridge.Whyareyoustillholdingontothepast?

Likeyousaidyouhadyourreasonstoleave,so

whyareyoustillholdingontowhathappened

betweenthethreeofyou?

Kagiso:Iguessthescarrantoodeep.

Ditebogo:there'snosuchthingasthisscarwentto

deep.Youcan'thealifyou'restillholdingontothe

painandinordertodosoyouneedtoforgive

yourselffirstbeforeyoucantakeanotherstep.

Kagiso:Forgivemyselfforwhat?Ididnothing

wrong.

Ditebogo:Youdid.Yourthecourseofyourown

unhealthyheartandsomehowIfeellikenotonlyare

youscaredtogethurt,yournowscaredtolove.

ButanywayI'mnotheretoplaydoctorPhill,I'm

heretovisitafriend.

Kagiso:Andemotionallysuckme.

Ditebogo:Yeah,thatcounts.Iwanttoknowknow

whyyouleftwithoutsayinggoodbyeforthree

monthwithoutaword?



Kagiso:IleftwithoutsayinggoodbyebecauseIwas

notintherightstate.IamsorrythatIdidn'tsay

goodbye.Holdon...youcameallthewayherejust

toaskmewhyIdidn'tsaygoodbye?

Ditebogo:IguessIdid,didn'tI?

Kagiso:Ormaybeyouhadyourreasons(smiling)

Whatisit?

Ditebogo:Nothing.Justwantedtoseeyou.

Kagiso:why?

Ditebogo:Doesoneneedareasontoseeyou?

Kagiso:Technically,yess!

Ditebogo:WellIguesswhenyouspendsome

qualitytimewithsomeone,evenifitwasfakeyou

tendtogetluredinoutofcuriositytogettoknow

themandbuildsomesortofrelation.

Hestoppeddrawingandlookedatherwhenshe

smiledlookingawaybeforelookingathimashebit

hislip.Theboylookedatthemandgiggled

distractingthemwhentheycoughedembarrassed



andhecontinueddrawinghisface.Shelickedher

lipsrememberingtheirsteamykissandjustby

lookingathisveinedhand,hermindgoeswild.

Shepulledherselftogetherclearingherthroatwhen

Kagisoblushedshakinghisheadandcontinued.

Ditebogo:What?

Kagiso:Nothing.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Jackwalkeddownthestairsinhissummershorts

andamanvintageshirtwhistlingheadingtothe

kitchen.Hehadlostfewkilosandhisshapewas

nowgettingbacktoofthepersonhisage.Hetook

outacucumberandlettucepreparingtomake

himselfasaladwhenRosewalkedinandtookout

strawberrieswithoutaword.

Jack:HellotoyoutooRosella.



Sheturnedlookingathimandputonatwosecond

sarcasticsmilebeforewalkingawayclimbingthe

stairs.Hewatchedherasshejoggedonthestairs

andsighedputtingeverythingbacksincehelosthis

appetite.

Meanwhile,Janewalkedonthehallwayholdingher

waistwiththehugebumpleadingtheway.Shes

beenhavingbackachessincemorning.Heruterus

musclescontractedwhenshestopedwalking

balancingherselfwiththewalltwistingherface

untiltheyrelaxed.Sheheavilysighedfeelingthe

urgetogotothebathroom coursingbythebaby's

pressingherbowelthensuddenlyherwaterbroke.

Jane:Nonono!(Screaming)Jack!Jack!

Jack'sheartskippedputtingthedishclothdownand

rushedupthestairsandsmiledlookingatJane.He



rushedovertoherandwrappedherhandaround

hisneckandwalkedwithher.Rosegotoutofher

roompacingwheshesawhermotherheavily

breathingastheywalkeddownstairs.Janeturned

herheadlookingatRosefollowingthem.

Jane:Babygetmybackinthecloset.Theblueone

.

Sheclenchedherjawsastheurgetopushwashed

herandRoserantogetthebag.

Jane:(crying)JackI'mdying!Let'smovefaster!I

don'twanttogivebirthinacarplease!Rose!

Jackbithislipandpickedhergaspingathowheavy

shewasbutkeptgoinguntilhegottothecarand

guardopenedthedoorforhimthenheouther

inside.Roseranoutofthehousewiththebagand

gotinbalancingherandJackclosedthedoor



takingthekeysdrivingoutinspeedasscreamed.

StBreezeshouse.

BreezepulledthebaronthePulldownmachineand

hismusclestwitchedassweatdrippedalloverhis

body.Heexhaledlettingitgoandstoodup

grabbingthetowelandwipedthesweatstandingon

thetreadmillswitchingiton.Hestartedrunning

increasingthespeedlisteningtothemusicplaying

andhesangalong.Usherconfessions2.

Thesearemyconfessions

JustwhenIthoughtIsaidallIcansay

Mychickonthesidesaidshegotoneontheway

Thesearemyconfessions

ManI'mthrowedandIdon'tknowwhattodo

IguessIgattagiveyouparttwoofmyconfessions



IfI'mgonnatellitthenIgattatellitall

DamnnearcriedwhenIgotthatphonecall

I'msothrowedandIdontknowwhattodo

Buttogiveyouparttwoofmyconfes-

Themusiccutwhenheturnedhisheadlookingand

shookhisheadstoppingthetreadmill.Heheavily

breathedlookingatOdirileandwipedhissweat.

Breeze:Ithasalwaysbeeninyoumyfriendtospoil

myfun.

Odirile:Youcallworkingoutthismuchoversad

musicawayofhavingfun?There'smustbe

somethingfundamentallywrongwithyou.

Breeze:Mxm..whatdoyouwant?IsBonolonot

theretoentertainyoutoday?

Odirile:wellifyoushouldknow,mybabyisaphone

callawaytoentertainme.SoIdon'tneedtoover

exercisetoentertainmyselflikeyoudo.



Breeze:goodthen.Takeoutyourphoneandcall

hercourseIcanseeyourbored.

Odirile:OhcomeonI'mnotbored,I'mworried

aboutyou.You'vebeencookedupinhereforthree

monthsandonlygooutwhengoingtocheck

Kagisoorbuysomethingtoeat.Ifnotgoingtofind

outaboutthedivorce.(Shrugged)Youneedsome

air.Let'sgooutandhavetwoleftfeet.

Breeze:I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Odirile:Youknowthefactthatyoualwaystakean

oderasaquestionirritatesmesometimes.Iwasn't

asking.Wearegoing.

Breeze:Areyougonnamakeme?

Odirile:Yess,byallmeans.Evenifillhavetoburn

thiswholehousedownalongwiththememoriesto

getyouout.

Breezelookedathimbeforewalkingoutofthegym

roomandhefollowedhimtothebedroomand

threwhimselfonthebed.



Breeze:Dude,I'mgoingtotakeashower.Noneed

tokeepaneyeonmenaked,I'mnotgoingtorun

away.Privacyplease.

Odirile:Whatprivacy?Getoveryourself,ifthere's

somethingIhaven'tseenbeforeI'llput10konit.

Breezesigheddefeatedandthrewthetowelonhim

beforewalkingintotheinsuit.

Odirile:(shouting)didIevertellyouIlikeyour

tattoos?Soadorable.Ilovelove.Makesyoudo

crazyattimes.Nowlook,whereisshe?Gone.

Andyou'releftwithnothingbutareminderonyour

skin.Yoursostupid!

Breezepeakedonthedoorlookingathimsearching

hisdrawertakingoutabookleaningonthe

headboard.



Breeze:(press)Dickhead.

Hebithistongueputtingthebookonhisface

laughingandBreezesighedgoingbacktotakea

shower.

Thirtyminslatertheywalkedoutofthehouseand

wenttoOdirile'scardrivingoff.

AtThetaxirank.

KagisostoodupputtingthepencilonDitebogo'slap

beforeturningthedrawingtotheboyandhesmiled

takingoutthemoney.

Boy:Iloveit.Thanksalot.

Kagiso:I'mglad.Takecareman.

Ditebogostooduplookingatthetraditionaljewelry



andpickedabraceletwearingit.Kagisolookedat

herpackinghispencilsbeforestandingnexttoher

andsmiled.

Kagiso:Looksgoodonyou.

Ditebogo:Soyoumadethis?

Kagiso:Notallofthem,butthatoneyes.Someare

madebymam'Silvia.She'snotheretoday.

Ditebogo:Thisarebeautiful.You'llforceustowear

thisasafashiontrend.

Kagiso:(smiling)itwouldn'tbeforthefirsttime

withyou.Mostpeoplethisdayweartraditional

attireasfashion.Youlikeit?

Ditebogo:Iloveit.I'mkeepingit.

ShesearchedherpurseandtookoutR50givingit

tohimbuthedeclinedit.

Ditebogo:NoKagiso,yourrunningabusinesshere.



Youcantletyourcorrelationwithpeoplegetinthe

middleofit.Youneedto-

Kagiso:I'mnotlettingmycorrelationwithanyone

getinthemiddleofthisjobI'mdoing.I'monly

givingthistoyoucourseIoweyouanapology.

Ditebogo:Soit'sanI'msorrygiftinaway?

Kagiso:Somethinglikethat.

Ditebogo:WellIdon'tneedanygifts,Ineedyouto

sayitonmyfacenottowrapmewithjewellery's.I

cameallthewayherejustsoIcanlookyouinthe

eyessayingit.

Kagiso:(smiling)Soyoucameallthewayhereto

lookatmyeyes?

Ditebogo:Theirbeautiful,attractiveandsexy,do

youblameme?Iwasn'ttheonethattoldyour

parentstocometogetherandhaveyou.So

apologize.

Kagiso:(laughing)Girlyourcrazy.Whotravelsa

longdistancetolookatone'seyes?Yousure

there'snothingwrongwithyou?



Ditebogo:Stopinsultingmeandapologize.

Kagiso:WhyareyouhereDitebogo?

Ditebogo:Tocollectmyapologyfromyousince

youcouldn'tcomesayityourself.

Kagiso:No...Imeanthemainreasonwhyyouhere?

Stoplyingtomethatyoutraveledallthewayfrom

whereyoucomefromjustsoyoucangetan

apologyfromme,courseyouain'tgettingany

heartfeltone.

Ditebogobitherliplookingathimandswallowed

playingwiththebraceletonherwrist.

Ditebogo:Iwantedtoseeyou.Idon'tknowwhybut

somehowIfeltlikeyouaretherebestpersontobe

around.ThefirstdayImetyouIthoughtmaybeyou

werethereonlytoseducemeintoyourbedbutit

turnedoutdifferent.Iknowsayingthissounds

crazyandoffenseivebutIjustcan'tseemtothe

stayawayfromyou.ThelittletimeIspendwithyou,



meantalottome.Iwasmadthatdaycoursenone

ofeveryoneIknewsaidhappybirthdaytome.

Whichiskindofchildish.Andthenyoucamealong

andsweptallthepainoftheday.ButIguessit

wasn'tmeanttolast.SowhatI'msayingisI'mnot

hereforanapologyyou'reright,I'mhereforyou.

I'mherebecauseIwantedtoseeyou.

Kagiso:(smiling)Iknewit.ButImeantit,keepthe

bracelet.

Ditebogo:ItoldyouIdon'tneedyoutogivemethis

asanapology.

Kagiso:thentakeitasanappreciationgift.

Ditebogo:Appreciationforwhat?

Kagiso:forbeingthefirstgirlthatevercaredabout

meandthelittlemomentsIspentwithher.I

appreciateyou.

Shesmiledlookingathimandhesmiledback

pullingherintoahug.Heralarmranginherpocket

andshetookoutherphoneswitchingitoff.



Ditebogo:Itstimeformetoleave.Idontwantto

arrivelate.

Kagiso:Thankyouforcomingtocheckuponme.

Andbeingherewithmeforthedailyhustle,you

holdthekeygirl.

Ditebogo:Yourwelcome.Bye.

Kagiso:Bye.

Hewatchedherwalkawayandcoughtataxibefore

hepackedeverythingandputitinhiswheelbarrow

headinghomesmiling.

Atthehospital.

Janeclenchedherjawswithherlegsapartand

sweatdrippedoffscreamingfeelinghercookie

crackopen.Onecouldnevergetusetothispain.It

waslikeanextremepainthattakeyourbreathaway



andmakesyouunabletotalk.Allyoufocusonat

thisstageisgettingthebabyout.

Midwife:IcanseethebabyJane.Pushdear!Its

alreadyhere.

Shegrabbedthesheetsblowingairbefore

clenchingherjawsagainandpushingfeelingthe

baby'sheadpoppingout.Shescreamedtothelast

asthebabyslidoutandshecollapsedonthebed

weakcrying.Themidwifecuttheumbilicalcord

andwrappedthebabycarefullysmiling.

Midwife:Itsahealthybabyboy.Congratulations.

Janeweeklysmiledlayingonthebedandthe

midwifewenttowipethebabywhileotherstook

careofJane.

Afterawhiletheypushedhertoherwardandshe

wokeuptofeedherbaby.



Shesmiledlookingathimsuckherbreastwhena

tearescapedhereye.ThiswasdefinitelyBreezes...

ThedoorslowlyopenedandRosewalkedinwith

Jackstandingbesidesher.

Rosella:(smiling)Momhe'scute,dadlookathim.

Jack:(smiling)I'mthehappiestmanaliveatthis

point.Thankyoumylove.

Heleanedinkissingherwithtearsflowingoutand

hetookhimgentlyandcarefullyfromherarms

slowlyrockinghimhappily.

Jack:Haveyouthoughtaboutanameyet?

Rose:HowaboutTristan?

Jack:Tristan?Really?

Rose:Comeondad.IknowI'mbadatnamesbutI

loveit.Please.Momplease...

Jack:OhkthenTristanAgangLy-



Jane:(low)Air..

Jack:What?

Jane:Air...HisnameisAir.AirTristanLyon.

Tearsfilledherwhenshecoveredherfacecrying.

Shejustnamedhimafterhisfatherandhedoesn't

evenrealizeitcoursehe'stoohappytoask

questionsbehindthename.Howcruelcanshebe?

.
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Atthehospital.

Janelookedatthebabyinacotandsighedlooking

away.Havingthebabywasagoodfeelingbutthe

thoughtagainoflosingherhusbandcourseofall

thisjustmadehercry.Yesshewasinlovewiththe

fatherbutthepainandbetrayalsheisplantingwas

growingdaybydayinhoursandminutes.

Shepulledherphoneunderneaththepillowand

rubbedhertearsdialingBreeze.Hepickedwitha

loudmusicandpeoplescreamingattheback.

Breeze:Hii.Holdon.



Hegotawayfromthecrowdandthenoisetowhere

she'llbeabletohearhim.

Breeze:Hey.

Jane:Hi,howareyou?

Breeze:Apartfrombeingforcedtoparty,I'mdoing

justfine.You?.

Askingherifshewasfinejustwasn'tagoodidea

coursethentearsstartedflowing.Sheputherhand

onherfaceasguiltandwhirlwindemotions

consumedher.

Jane:(crying)BreezeIloveyou.-

Breeze:Ithoughtwewerepassedthat.Janeyou

messedupmyfamily.Bothmywiveswantnothing

todowithmebecauseofyou.

Jane:IknowandI'msorry.ButthefeelingsIhave

foryougrowdailyandIdontknowwhattodowith



them.AtthesametimeIdontwanttoloseJack.

He'sbeennothingbutagoodhusbandtome.

Breeze:See.Thenwhydon'tyoufixyourmarriage

coursetrustme,mebeingwithyounotonlywillit

putyouunderdepressionbutit'llkillyou.Idrove

myownwifeinsaneandanotherone,Ibrokeher

nowshe'sleavingme.Andasifthatwasn'tenough

youtookSagifromme.I'llneverforgiveyoufor

that.Justsoyoushouldknow.Jacklovesyou,

verymuch.Youguyshavebeentogetherforalong

while,don'tletyouraffectionsformegetintheway

ofyourhappinessandmarriage.

Jane:Iunderstand.ButSagiassaultedme.

Breeze:Janetellmelove,eversinceyoumetSagi

hassheeveractedshady,beenunkindortriedto

inflictpaintoyou?

Jane:No.Butwhatcountsisthatshedidinthe

end.

Breeze:Shedidbecauseshewasangrystaying

homeavoidingdramaandyoubrowledather.You

knewaboutherconditionyetyouwenttheretostart



upafightwithherknowingverywellit'llneverend

wellforeitherofyou.Nowmywifeislayingina

mentalprisonwithmybabywhereIcan'tprotect

them.Whoknowshowit'llchangeher?It'sbeen4

monthsJane!Four!Youcantevensurvivefour

monthswithoutyourtantrumsimaginehowsheis

inthere.

Jane:(crying)I'msorry.Iwasactingimpulsiveand

thoughtofnooneotherthanmyownhappiness.

But-

Breeze:Nobuts,youdontlovemeJane.Youhurt

mebeyondmyimaginationtakingmywifesaway

fromme.Thefeelingsyouhavearejustabsurd.I

recomendcounselingortherapy.Thisain'thealthy

foryouandthebaby.

Jane:(sigh)I'matthehospital.It'saboy.

Breeze:(smiling)Areyouserious?

Jane:Yeah..youcancomeseehim.Jackand

Rosewenthometoprepareformyreturn.



Hehangupwithoutsayinganythingfurtherandshe

sighedlookingatthebaby.Shesmiledbefore

touchinghischeeckandtookherphonetakingfew

beautifulpicturesofhislittlehand.Shecovered

himandsatbackloggingonFacebookposting

themandonWhatsApp.Within3minscomment

startedflowinginandwithmorelikeandshe

repliedeveryoneofthem.

AtAbigail'shome.

Abigail'ssisterPriscillalayedonthecouchbusy

withhersocialmediawhenshescrolleddownand

cameacrossapictureofababy'shandonawhite

babyblanket.Shesmiledlikingitandviewedmore

beforecommenting.SherealizedthatitwasJane's

whenshequicklystoodupandrantoAbigailsroom

whereshefoundherlayingonthebedinshorts

busywithherlaptop.

Priscilla:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatJanewas



pregnant?

Abigail:Ididn'tknowthatihavetoreportmysoon

tobeexfamilytoyou?Whatareyou?Somesortof

ajudgeJudy?

Priscilla:Whatever..shegavebirthtoababyboy

namedAirTristanLyon.Howadorablearethe

names?

Abigail:(shocked)Didyoujustsay"Air"?

Priscilla:Yeah..itsacutenameisn't?

Shequicklygotoffthebedandsnatchedthephone

fromherlookingatthepicture.Herangerbrewed

whenshequicklygotdressedwithhersisterlaying

onthebedandtookhercarkeysgoingout.

Atthehospital.

BreezeandOdirilewalkeddownthecorridorlooking

forherroomandfinallyfoundher.Shelookedat



themwalkinginandsmiledmovingtheblanket

fromthebaby'sface.

Breezewalkovertothebabycotandsmiledlooking

atthebabybeforeholdinghissofthandlookingat

Jane.

Breeze:Thankyou.

Jane:Yourwelcome.

Odirile:(snapped)'Yourwelcome'yaeng?Ngng,

he'snotwelcome.Heisfucked.Nowthatthebaby

isborn,heisfineandhealthy,Ithinkit'stimeyou

popthepimple.

Breeze:No!Notnow.

Odirile:Whywait?Youdorealizethemoreyouwait,

that'sthemorethebabygrowsandhimandJack

gettobondwithyouasacastout.Rememberhe

doesn'twantyounearhimafterthekissyouguys

shared.

Jane:IagreewithOdirile.Themorewewaitthe

heavieritgets.Ialsofeellikeitstimewecome



cleanaboutthis.IfIlosehim,thenIlosehim.I

dontwanttocarryonholdingmybreathhopinghe

doesn'tfindout.Itstiring.Andifithappenshe

findsoutabouthimwhenhe'solder,thiswillbe

devastatingforourbaby.It'llaffecthim.

Odirile:ExactlywenaJane.Atleastforoncewe

havesomethingincommonweagreeon.Breeze

justthinkthisthrough.Imeanaren'tyoutiredof

keepingthisfromyourbrother.Finethebabywasa

-(clearthroat)rightthat,love-

Breeze:"a"what?

Odirile:Iwasabouttosayloophole.(gavehima

darelook)ButIdidn't,dontlookatmelikethat.

Youforceditoutofmymouth.That'snotthepoint.

Thepointisyouguyshavetocomeclean.That

wayyou'llbeabletoseeyourkidwheneveryou

wantthantosneakbehindyourbrothersback.

Breezesighedlookingatthebabybeforelookingat

themandputhishandsinthepocket.



Jane:ForAirBreeze.Please.

Odirile:(coughed)'Air'younamedhimAir?

Jane:Yes,afterhisfather.Ihopehedoesn'tmind

sincehe-

Breeze:Idont.(smiling)Actuallyitisagreatname.

Odirile:Youhaveonehellofaninsectliverwoman.

MotherMary!Remindmetonevercheatonmygirl.

IfeelforJack.Itrulydo.

Breeze:(sighed)Fine.Welltellhimaboutthis

tomorrow.

Odirile:(slipped)Iwishheslapsyouwithdivorce

andkicksyourcheatingassoutofthatMansion.

AndtodayIwillbowdownandpraytillIgotno

wordsleft,fortheraintofalllikeneverbeforewith

youwalkingonthestreetsofthistownholding

nothingbutyourragsandyourstupiddegree.

(Smiling)Thatwouldbeawesome!

Breeze:Withmybaby.

Odirile:oh..withoutthebaby.Hetakesthebaby

beforeslappingyouwiththedivorcepapers.



Breeze:Anddoeswhatwithhimexactly?

Odirile:Whyareyouinterviewingme.Youwantme

tosaysomethingtoyoueither,fine.Iwishhe

beatsyourbackstabbingassandkicksyououtof

hishouse.Andthenlatersueyouforbreakinghis

marriageapartlikethis!Happy?

Breeze:Doyouhearyourselfwhenyoutalk?Or

thinkbeforeyoutalk.

Odirile:Truthtobetold,Idont!

Jane:Doyouknowhowmuchyourwordshurt?

Haveyoueverhadanyonewishyoulikethat

withouthidingbutsayingitinyourfacelikeyoudo?

Howwouldyoufeelifsomeonesaysallthatto?

Odirile:No,neverhadone.I'dfeelratherfine,

coursethatpersonwouldn'tliveaweekwithouta

pieceofme.ActuallyBreezetoldmeshitatmy

sisterspartyandhe'stheonlypersonthatdoes.

AttheLyonsMansion.



Abigailparkedhercarandtookoutherphone

lookingatthepictureonFacebook.Thiswas

supposedtobehers.Sherubbedhereyesbefore

steppingoutofthecarandshutthedoorbehindher

walkingtothehouse.Sheheldherbreathputting

thepinbythedooranditshowedagreenlight

unlocking,shesighedwalkingin.Sheheard

someonehummingasonginthediningroomand

wenttherefindingDineowipingthetable.

Abigail:Hii.

Dineo:HiiMrsLyon.Howareyou?

Abigail:I'mgood.IsJackaround?

Dineo:YeahhejustgotbacktoprepareforMrs

Lyon'sreturn.I'llgocallhimforyou.

Abigail:Pleasedo.I'llbeonthebar.

Dineo:Yesmam.

Dineowalkedupstairsandshewalkedtothebar

sittingonthehighchairpouringherselfaglassof



whiskey.Shesmiledlookingatitbeforeshaking

herheaddrinkingit.

Jackwalkedovertoherandtheyhuggedbeforehe

satonthechairnexttoherpouringhimselfaglass.

Abigail:Youlookwell.Lostalittleweight.

Jack:(smiling)I'lltakethatasacompliment.How

areyoubytheway?

Abigail:I'mgood.Fantastic.

Jack:Isee,Breezeistreatingyouwell.

Abigail:Actuallyhe'snot.Wearegettingdivorced.

Jack:What?Why?

Abigail:Becauseabitchtoreusapart.Butanyway

howareyou?

Jack:I'mhappy.(Smiling)Janegavebirthtoa

babyboy.Healthyandstrong.IfI'mnotthe

happiestmanalivethenIdontknow.

Abigail:HappyIsee.Iaimtochangethat.



Jacklookedatherasshepouredhimmoreliquor

andpouredoneforherself.

Abigail:Tellme.Whyisitthatyouandyourbrother

nevertalkanymore?

Jack:Whydoyouwanttoknow?

Abigail:CourseIwanttoplaysomesortofa

professor?Fillyouinonthepartsyourmissing.

Shoot.

Jack:Whatpartsarethose?

Abigail:JusttellmewhyJack?

Jack:Ifoundthemkissingbehindahouseat

Rose'swedding.ItoldhimIwantnothingtodowith

himandthatIdon'twanthimnearmyfamilyever

again.ThoughImighthavesaidsomeharshwords

tohimintheprocess.

Abigail:Comeondontfeelbad.Doyouknowwhy

yourbrotherwouldkissyourwife?



Jack:Idont.ItriedaskingJanebutshekeeps

givingmerunarounds.Soidecidedtoletitgo.

Abigail:Well(gavehimaglass)Ithinkit'sabout

timewefillyouininthiscircleofours,dontyou

think?EverythinghappeningintheLyonFamily

untiltothebaby'sbirthname.Air.

Shesmiledfoldingherlegsandhelookedather

beforeshestartedspillingeverybinincludinghers.

AttheMentalprison.

Sagilayedonthebedinherwhiteclothesfacingup

rubbingherbump.Everythingaroundtheroomwas

whiteincludingthefloor.Sheslowlycaressedher

bumplookingatthelightbeforeturningtotheside

takingoutawhitetoothbrushthathadasharpend.

Sagi:(slowly)



TwinkletwinklelittleJane

HowIwonderhowyouare.

Upabovetheworldsohigh

Likeadarknessinthesky

Shekeptsingingthatsongonthesameparagraph

untilthelightwentoutbutkeptonsinginginthe

dark.
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AttheLyonsMansion.

Jacklookedatherasshedrankherwhiskeyandhe

pickedhisglassgulpingit.

Jack:YousaidyouandBreezearedivorcing,how

doIknowyournotlyingtome?

Abigail:DoreallythinkI'dtravelmilesandavoiding

accidentsjustsoIcouldgetheretolietoyou?How

stupiddoyouthinkIam?



Jack:Yournotstupid,you'restartingtoactbitter

becausehedoesn'trevolvearoundyouanymoreso

youcomeheretotellmeallthis-nonsense.Imean

doyouexpectmetobelievethatmyJanewas

pregnantwithmyownbrotherschild?

Abigail:BelieveitornotIdontcare.ThoughIwas

expectingadifferentkindofreactionotherthanthe

tablestoturntome.(Sipped)Butitsohk.Let's

makeadeal?

Jack:I'mnotmakinganydealwithyou.You've

saidenoughaboutmywifeandIwon'ttolerate

more.

Abigail:YourreactiontothisIguessit'sagood

sign.Iknowit'shardtofindoutaboutherand

Breezelikethis.Especiallyfromasoontobe

divorcee.It'shardtobelieve,Igetthat.But

remembernooneisasaint.Sohereisthedeal-

Whydontyougoandaskher?Puttheminthe

sameroomandtellthemItoldyouandyouwantto

knowwhy?Includemynamewhenaskingthem

coursethatwaytheywonthaveanywheretohide

theirlies.Ortomakeiteasierforyoutobelieve,



runDNAtests.

Jack:Thatbabywasbornyesterday,Icantjust

pluganinjectionintohim,he'sstillfragile.

Abigail:Areyoustupidoryourslow?Bloodtestis

nottheonlywaytoconfirmifthebabyisyoursor

not.Cuthishair,takehissalivaforchristsake!

Jack:Ithinkyou'vesaidenough.

Abigail:ifyouthinkI'mlyingormakingthisupto

getbackatBreezethenfine,I'mnottheonethat'll

belivinginaweboflies.Raisinganothermans

childasmyown.

Shefinishedherdrinkandstooduplookingathim

beforesheleft.Jacklookedatherwalkingout

whenitallsankin.Shedidn'twanttogetintimate

withhim,wasitbecouseBreezewasalwaysthere

totickleheronhisbehalf.ButJanewouldneverdo

suchathingtohim.Hepulledthebottleassecond

thoughtsswipedintohismind,shecouldalsobe

right.



Hestoodupgoingupstairsandaftermincame

backwithhiscarkeysandlefttothehospital.

AttheMentalprison.

Stillsinging,Sheturnedlookingupinthedarkand

startedsmilingrubbingherbumpgettingoffthe

bed.Shewalkedtothewalltouchingitwithher

eyesclosedbeforetakingthetoothbrushandcut

herfinger.Sheflinchedclenchingherjawsbiting

herlipandputherbloodyfingeronthewallasa

markofspendingthefourthmonthinhere.Every

sideintheroomhadherbloodyfingerprint

countingmonths.

Shemovedfromthewallandwentbacktobed

puttingthecutfingerinhermouthsuckingthe

blooduntilshedosedoff.

Atthehospital



Jackdrovearoundtheparkinglotanxiouslylooking

forBreezescar.Hisheartpoundedwithevery

secondlookingatthecarsfromfarwhenheseea

sportcarthengetfindoutthatitsnothis.Hewent

tothenextlinesearchingbutstillcouldn'tfindit.

Hedroveoutoftheparkingwhenhenoticeda

familiarregistrationonthecarbytheexitand

stoppedlookingatit.ItwasablackMercedes.He

tookouthisphoneandloggedinofFacebook

searchingforDitebogothenwentthroughher

picturescomingacrossthesamecarwiththesame

registration.ThiswasdefinitelyOdirile'scar.

Hisheartpoundedsohardwhenhereversedintoa

parkingspacenearbyandswitchedofftheengine

steppingoutclosingthedoor.Hejoggedtothelift

andwaitedforittoopenthengotinpressingthe

buttoncountlesstimesforittoclose.

***

Hisheartgotheavierandheavierthemorehegot

closertoherward.Hewasn'tsupposedtobehere

actuallycourseit'slatepatientshavegottorest.



Hestoppedonherdoorandsighedlistening

carefully.

Inside

Breezecarefullyheldthebabyinhidarmsslowly

rockinghimwithapricelesssmileonhisface.

Odirilelookedathimtakingouthisphoneto

capturethismomentandlookedatJane.

Jane:What?

Odirile:(whispering)YouknowjustbecauseI

agreedwithyouonsomethingitdoesn'tgiveyou

thepowertoswiftunderhisskinthinkingIwontpull

youbackinthefavoursofthebaby.Tellyouwhat,

Iwill.Thisguyisamarriedmanwithawifewhom

yousenttoJailtogethimandhasachildonits

way.YoudestroyedhisfamilyusingAirasleverage

,nomore.Yourapartofhimnow,yourhis

weaknessbecausehecantdoanythingtohischild



mother,butrememberyournotmine.IfIdarefind

youcrawlingnexttohim,I'lldragyourdoctorass

farawayfromhim.Eversincewhathappened,he's

beendownanddoesn'tthinkstraightsothatmakes

mehisshieldthroughthisdifficulttime.Ilovemy

friendJane,he'stheonlybrotherthatIhave.I

won'tletyoutryhappyfamilywithSagistearsand

takingadvantageofhisweakness.IfIdareeven

onesfindyousneakingtowardshim,trustmewhat

youdidwasnothing.I'lldeliveraworstnightmare.

Shelookedinhisstonecoldeyesandswallowed

lookingatBreezewalkingaroundwiththebaby.

Herheartbeatraceswhenshepulledtheglassof

waterdrinking.

Jane:healreadytoldmecountlesstimesthathe

doesn'twantme.

Odirile:Thenitsabouttimeyouputyourearsto

usecourseIwontplaysoftwithyou.Youwillstay

awayfromBreezeandonlyinteractwithhimas



parentstoAir,notlovers.Yougotthat?

Jane:(swallowed)Crystal.

Hepulledasmiletuckingherhairbehindherear

whenthedoorslidopenandJackstoodatthedoor

lookingatthem.

Breezeturnedwiththebabylookingathisbrother,

andcouldtellthatthiswasnotgoodatall.

MeanwhileJane'sheartpoundedsohardlookingat

JacklickingherdrylipwhenOdirilewhistled.

Odirile:AndtherecomesBatista!Gotilegonyewa.

Jack:Soit'struethatyouguyshavebeensneaking

behindmybackandevenhadababy?

Jane:(teary)HunnyIcanexplain.

Jack:(closedthedoor)Pleasedosweetheart.

Maybeit'llmakemeunderstandwhyyou'dsleep

withmybrotherandhaveababywithhimcourse

I'mangryrightnow.I'mgrowingviolent.



Jane:Pleasedon'thurtmybaby.Please.

Jack:Can'tpromiseanythingatthispointlove.Talk

.

Breeze:IfyoudareharmmybabyJack,I'dcare

lessifyourmybrother.I'llripyourheadoffand

makeitwatchasIstandonyourdyingcrops.I

don'tmindgoingtojailrememberthat.
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Atthehospital.

JacklookedatBreezeunbelievablythenturnedto

therestofthemscoffing.

Jack:canyoubelieveit!thenerveofthisguy.

Breezeyougotthenervetolookmeintheeyeand

threatenmeafterwhatyoudidtome.Afterwhat

youdidtomyfamily!Reallyyoulookmeintheeye

andpromisetocutmyheadoffafterwhatyoudid

withmywife!Howdareyou!

Breeze:lookIknowwhatIdidwaswrongIhaveno

excuseforthat.WhatIdidwasbeyondmeasure

andyouhavetobelievemewhenIsayIdidn'tplan



tohaveababywithher.Itwasjustamomentwe

had.Onethingledtoanotherandshegotpregnant.

I'mreallysorry.Iwasmadafterwhatyou'vetaken

fromme,Iwasmadthatyourippedmeachanceto

getlovedbyourparents.AndIknowthatthis

doesn'tgivemearighttosleepwithher,worst

haveababywithher.

Jack:butyoudid,didn'tyou?Youbothplayedme

forafool.Youletmeliveunderyourweboflies.

Janehowdoyoulivewithmeinthesamehouse

andlookmeintheeye,andwatchmeasicaress

yourbumpknowingverywellthatitwassomeone

else'schildandnotmine?

Jane:(crying)I'msorry.IsweartoGodwedidn't

planthis,itjusthappenedoutofnowhereandwe

bothcouldn'tholdback.I'mtrulysorry.

Jack:Howlonghasthisbeengoingon?Howlong

didyouhavesexandwhere?!

Odirile:Sorry,butyoudon'twanttoknowthat.No.

Jack:Youstayoutofthis!Thisisafamilymatter

andyournotfamily!Sokeepyourmouthshutor



walkoutofherecourseyourpresenceisnotreally

neededhere!

Odirile:Right!ButactuallyI'mhereasafriendand

mypresencemaybeofhelp.Rememberyourlittle

brotherhasonehellofatemperthathehidesunder

thatmuskofhissoanytimehecangrabyourneck

andstoptheairfrompassingorworse-breakit.

Soinotherwordsimstandingheretoprotectyou.

Jack:Mxm.HowlongJane?

JanelookedathimbeforelookingatBreezeand

runnedhertearsastheyrolleduncontrollably.She

putherhandsonherfaceandbustedintearswith

Breezetryingnottoscarethebabyhidinghisears.

Odirilelookedathernarrowinghiseyes.He

couldn'thelpbuteverytimewhebhesee'sthis

womanhisstomachjustgetsupset.

Odirile:LetmeclearthewayforyouJacksothat

youguyscangetthisoveranddonewith.It

happenedinherofficewhenhewascomfortingher



afterthetragicincidentRosehas.Morethan3

roundsifyouaskme.(Chuckles)Nowondergirls

calledhimBeast.Surelythisguyrightherefuckfor

everythingtogowhereithastobe.And-atyour

house.(Smiling)Onyourbed.Sothatmakesit

twice(handgesture)Two.Damn!

Breezelookedathimnotknowingwhattosaywhen

heshruggedsittingbackonthechair.Meanwhile

JacklookedatJaneastearsburnedhiseyesand

hisheartachedreadytocrackinthemiddle.

Jack:Onourbed?Didyouenjoyit?Wasitgood?

Odirile:ofcoursesheenjoyedherself.Itwasgood.

DidIforgettomentionthatshekeptcomingfor

moreandeventorehisfamilyapart.Babygirl

wantedthatdickforrealdude.Shelovedit!

Breeze:Wouldyoushutup!Andletmedealwith

this!



Hewokethebabywhenitstartedcryingandhe

clenchedhisjawsgivinghimtoJanebeforerubbing

hisface.Jacklookedathimasragestartedtobuild

upwitheverybreathhetakes.

Jack:Breezeyoutoremyfamilyapart.

Breeze:Iknow,andI'msorryJack.

Jack:(toJane)What'sthatthathehasthatIdont

Jane?Whatisitaboutmybrotherthatmadeyou

loweryourpantiesforhimbutnotme?

Jane:(crying)Nothing,IsweartoGod.Nothing.

Jack:Dontsayitsnothingwhenyoukeptgoingto

himformorelivingmestrandedinthehouse.

Clearlyhegaveittoyougoodandyoursoulgottied

tohis.Doyoulovehim?

Jane:...

Jack:I'maskingyouaquestionJane?

Odirile:Ofcourseshedoes.ImeanlookatBreeze.

He'sinshapeandall.Tellyouwhat,Breezehas

sickfantasiessurelyshegotdraggedtohim



becauseyoursexdriveislow.Hisishigh.Hecan't

marrytwowivesifitwasn't.SoJanewantedthat.

That'swhyshefellforhim.

Jane:Shutup!Youdontknowwhatyourtalking

about.Stoptalkingcourseyournotevenpartof

this.JackIloveyou.Iloveyouonly.

Jack:Ifyoudothenwhy?

Jane:(crying)Itwasamomentweshared.Nonof

usplannedthistohappen.I'msorry.Ihaveno

wordstodescribehowsorryIam.I'mtrulysorry.

Jack:JaneI'vedoneeverything-everythingto

provemyselftoyou.Ilovedyouthroughout.Over

theyearsI'vedonenothingbutbeingagood

husbandtoyou.Howcouldyoudothistous?Me?

(ToBreeze)Breezeyourmybrother.Maybeifit

wassomeoneelsefromthestreetsthatdidthisbut

you,youhurtmebeyondmyexpectations.Having

ababywithmywife,thisisonanotherlevelof

hatredtowardsme.YoubragaboutmeandJames

takingourparentsfromyou,Iusedtofeelsorry

andwishedifIcantakethetimebacksowecould



growandI'llhavewhatyouhavewithOdirile.But

notanymore.RightnowIrememberhowmuchI

hatedyou.Ihateyouwitheverycellinmysystem.

AndI'mgladourparentsdidn'tlivetoseewhatofa

disgraceyou'vegrowntobe.You'vegrown

vengefulandheartlesstowardsyourownblood.

MaybeyouandIwerealwaysmeanttohateeach

other.You'llpayforthisinblood..

Breezelookedathim.ashisheartcracked.He

openedhismouthtosaysomethingbutwords

stuckinhismouthandheturnedrubbinghisface

facingtheotherdirection.Jacklookedathim

expectingareplybuthedidn'tandthatangeredhim

morewiththefactthatheturnedhisbackonhim.

Heroughlystoodupfromthechairpushingitback

andwenttopullBreezebyhishoodiepinninghis

againstthewallthrowingapunch.Breezereturned

itwhenJackpunchedhisonthestomach.He

groundedinpainbeforehittinghimwithaspear

andtheyfellonthefloorgettingonhimandthrew

multiplepunches.Jackrolledhimalsoandgoton



topofhimthrowingpunches.

MeanwhileJanecriedlookingatthemscreaming

forthemtostopbuthervoicewasn'theardandon

theothersidethebabycriedalso.Sheturned

lookingatOdirilewhosatonthechairsmilingand

eventuallylaughedthenpunchedintheair.

Jane:(shouting)Areyouserious?Aren'tyougonna

dosomething?

Odirile:What?No.Thisisjustgettingfun.Besides

youheardtheman,thisisafamilymatter.Why

shouldIgetinvolved?

Jane:TheirbothangryOdirile!Theycouldhurt

eachotherorworse!

Odirile:Comeondarlingtheiralreadyhurt.You

hurtthem.NowIwantyoutolookatthis.Lookat

themastheyfight.Howdoyoufeelaboutyourself

knowingyourthefuelinthisbrotherlyfeud?Huh?

Jane:(crying)Odirileplease...I'msorry.Stopthem.

Odirile:(takingthebaby)Nolove,yourgoingto



stopthem.Youstartedit.Endit!

Hetookthebabyfromherarmsandrockedhimas

Janelookedathimintears.Shebitherliplooking

atthemrollonthefloorthentookthedripout

beforegettingoffthebedstillinpaincrying.

Shetriedpushingthemapartbuttheyweretoo

strongforher.Shemovedawayfromthem

grabbingherglassofwaterbreakingitonthefloor.

Odirile:That'sadumbmove!

BreezerolledonJackpunchedhiminangerbefore

grabbinghisnecktightlyblockinghisairway.

Odirilegaspedquicklyputtingthebabyinitscotstill

cryingwhileJanestoodtherenotknowingwhatto

dootherthancry.HetriedpullingBreezeoffhim

butheheldontoJack'sneckasheturnedredand

veinsappearedonhisforehead.



Odirile:Breezethatenough!Youkillinghim!Dont

juststandtheregocallsecurity!

JanequicklywentoutandJackkeptslapping

Breezeshandsbuthewasn'tlettinggobutinstead

hadaneutralfacewithnoemotionsoranyfacial

expression.Odiriletriedpullinghimbackbuteven

sohejustdidn'tletgo.Jackusedhishandtofind

anythingcloseonthefloorwhenhetouchedaglass

pullingit.

OdirilesawitandtriedtotakeitbutJackwasto

faststabbingitinhischest.That'swhenheletgo

fallingonthefloorholdinghischestasbloodwent

outuncontrollably.Odirilequicklywentonhisknees

tryingtostopthebleedingwithhishandsasJack

struggledtostandcoughingwhilethebabycried.

Odirile:Commonman!Jackareyoucrazy?!

Jack:Hewasgoingtokillme!



Thesecuritycamerushinginalongwithanurse

andwenttoBreezeattendinghim.Oneofthe

securitywentouttocallmoredoctorsasthenurse

appliedpressuretohiswound.Janetookherbaby

calminghimstillcryingandlookedatJackrubbing

hisneckwithbruisesonhisface.Odirile'seyes

welledupintearslookingatBreezefeelingguilty

whenthetwodoctorsandanursewalkedinwitha

bed.Odirilewalkednexttothemandhelpedlift

Breezeonthebedbeforetheywentouttoattend

him.

Odirile:ThisisonyouJane!Allyou!

Jane:ItoldyoutostopthemandyousaidIshould!

Thishappenscourseofthathighhorseofyours!

Odirile:Dontyoudarepinthisonme!Orelse-

Jack:Orelsewhat?!

Odirile:Protectivehusband!Ilikethat,that'scute.

OrelseI'llmakeherwishshenevermetme.That

alsoincludesyou.



Helookedatthembeforegoingoutfollowingthe

doctors.

Meanwhile...Jackrubbedthebloodcoming

from.hisnoseandsatdownrubbingthebloodby

hiseye.

Jane:Whathaveyoudone?Youcouldgetarrested

forthis.

Jack:Itwasselfdefense!Whyareyoueven

defendinghim?Yousaidyoudon'tlovehim.

Jane:IsaidIdidn'tlovehimnotthatIdontcare!

He'syourbrotherforchristsake!

Jack:Mybrotherdiedalongtimeinaflaming

house.Thatrightthere-isavisionoftheonethat

died.TheBreezeIknewwasneverlikethis,hewas

innocent,pure,untainted.That'samonster.You

madeababywithadevilhimself.AndIdarefind

younearhimorhimnearthatbaby,he'dwishhe

didn'tsurvivedeathinmyhandstwice.



Jane:(crying)Butit'shischild.Whatevenmakes

youthinkhe'llsurviveaglassonthechest?

Jack:He'sasurvivor.Hewillmakeit.AndI'll

torturehimtillItakemylastbreath.He'llpayfor

destroyingmyhappiness.Evenifillhavetohurt

himwhereithurtsthemost.

Jane:(heldthebabytight)Whatdoyoumean?

Jack:(smiling)Weallknowawaytohurtaman,is

thoughhisheart.

Jane:YournotharmingmybabyJack.

Jack:Commonsweetheart,Breezedoesn'thave

onechild.Hehasthreechildren.

Janeswallowedlookingathimsmirkrubbingthe

bloodonhismouth.Allshecanwishforrightnow

isforthecopstogethereasfastastheycanand

gethimoutcourseshecantstandthissuddenJack

beforeher.

.
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AtKagiso'shouse.

Thenextday.

Afterbathing,heputonhispantsandwentto



disposethewaterinabucket.Hegotbackand

grabbedhisshirtwearingitandwentoutofthe

housewalkingtothegate.Hestoodtherelooking

atthestreetaskidsplayedalongontheroadcaring

lessaboutwhatlifeholdsandwhatwillhappen

aftertheirdoneplaying.Hesighedthinkinghow

fasttimeflies.

Bonolo'scarpassedbyandtheylookedatone

anotherasshedrovealongwhenhisphonerang.

Kagiso:UncleOd.

Odirile:Heyman.Yougood?

Kagiso:Yeah..Iam,you?

Odirile:Uhm..kinda.Look-areyoubusywith

anything?

Kagiso:I'mdonewithmyexams.Andbesides

hustlingonthestreets,nop.Why?

Odirile:Soyournotdoinganythingfortoday?

Kagiso:TodayIwasgonnatakeadayoff.



Odirile:Ohk.Canyoupleaseusethedaytocome

checkonyourfather.He'sinthehospital.Theone

youwereadmittedto.

Kagiso:Whathappened?

Odirile:I'llexplaineverythingwhenyougethere.

HehangupandKagisobithisliplookingupatthe

sky.Heshookhisheadgoinginsideandtooksome

moneyhemadeyesterdaythentookhisJersey

puttingonacapandwenttolookforhismother.

Veronicawalkedfrombehindthehousewherethey

plantedveggieslookingathimwalkover.She

sighedholdingherhips.

Veronica:Yourgoingtothecityaren'tyou?

Kagiso:MomBreezeisatthehospital.Idontknow

whathappenedbutIneedtocheckuponhim.He's

beennothing'sbutafatherIalwayswanted.He's

beenthereforme,Iwanttobethereforhimeither.

Veronica:YouknowI'mstartingtogetworried



aboutthiswholechosenthing.Itsdrivingmenutts

actually.

Kagiso:Whatdoyoumean?I'mtalkingabout

someoneIdeeplycareaboutwho'sInhospitaland

I'm-

Veronica:Iheardyouverywell.JustthatI'm

worriedthatnotonlywereyouchosentosavethe

girl,butitseemsliketherestofthefamilyforher

sake.

Kagiso:Nomom,justRose.Butthatisallover

anddonewith.RightnowI'mfocusingonmeand

thosethatreallymatterinmylife.Rosewasjusta

chapterinmybookoflife.Madepeacewiththat

monthsback.

Veronica:ohk..Butyournotgoingtostaytherefor

therestoftheweek.Iknowyousaidyouhaveyour

roomandallbutyouneedtogetbackhere.

Kagiso:(smiling)Iwill.

Veronica:Iknowhowmuchyoucarebut,Ialso

needmysonbymyside.



Kagiso:Iwillbeback.Ipromise.

Theyhuggedbeforehekissedhischeekandwent

out.

AtBonolo'shouse.

Bonolowashedherhandsinthesinkgettingready

toeatwhenshesawKagisowalkingout.She

pushedthecurtainstobesurethenrubbedher

handsonhershortswalkingout.

Nolo'smom:Whereareyougoing?

Bonolo:I'mgoingtosayhitoKagiso.Hehasn't

beentalkingtomeafterwhathappenedandits

beenmonths.I'mgettingtiredofthiswholething.

Itstortureenoughthathedidn'ttalktomefor3

month.OratleastaHello.

Nolo'smom:(shakingherhead)NononoBonolo.



Leavethatboyalone.YourwithOdirilenow.You've

hurthimandthat'senough.Ifhedoesn'twantto

speaktoyou,thenhonorthatforonce.

Bonolo:Butmom,allIwantfromhimistoknow

howheisdoingandthat'sall.Iwontbotherhim.

Nolo'smom:Ifhe'signoringyouthentakeitasan

"I'mdoingwellwithoutyou".Youdontevenhaveto

ask,youcanseeheisfine.Takeyourfoodandeat,

stopchasingKagiso.He'shadenoughofyou.

Bonolo:But-

Nolo'smom:NoBonolo.

Atthehospital.

Odirilestoodbythewindowlookingoutside.He's

beenstandingtheresincethecallwithguiltwritten

alloverhisface.Ifhehadstoppedthefightbefore

itheatedupmaybehewouldn'thavebeenonthat

bed.ThankGodhedidn'tlosealotofbloodandthe

glassdidn'tgointoodeep.



Breezeslowlyopenedhiseyeslookingatthewhite

ceilingandfrownedatthepainonhischestasflash

backsplayedinhismind.Heturnedpullingthe

glassofwaterdrinkingbeforelookingatOdirile

lookingstressedbythewindow.

Breeze:Ifthatfaceisaboutme,I'mfine.

Odirileturnedsmilingwithreliefandwalkedover

hugginghim.

Odirile:(smiling)IsweartoGod,ifyousleepthat

longagain,I'mgonnasuffocateyouwithapillow.

Breeze:(smiling)prettygreatactually,thanksfor

asking

Hepulledfromthehugpunchinghimplayfullyon

theshoulderbeforehesatdown.



Odirile:Forrealman,areyougood?

Breeze:Yourconcernsaboutmywellbeing,are

quitetouching.(Smiling)I'mgood.Seriously.It

doesn'thurtthatbad.

Odirile:Doctorssaidtheglassdidn'tgointodeep,

andyoudidn'tlosethatmuchofblood.They

stitchedyou.

Breeze:Yeah,icantell.

Odirile:Sorryididn'tstopthefight.Thatwas

selfishandcarelessofme.Andmaybeyourright,

thishighhorseofminemakesmeirresponsible.

Breeze:Ididn'tsayyourirresponsible,Isaidit

makesithardforyoutoseeothers.

Odirile:it'sthesamething.I'mtrulysorry.

Breeze:Itsohk,whatmattersisyourhere.This

wrapsitall.

Odirile:(laughs)Youtalklikealadynow.

Breeze:F***you.Where'sishe?Jack?

Odirile:Ohthecopstookhimin.Youguysalmost



killedeachother.

Breeze:Iwasn'tgoingtokillhim.Youofallpeople

shouldknowIdon'tkill,Iintentionallywantedhim

toexperienceagony.

Odirile:yeah..butyouwereonthelose,you

shouldhaveseenyourself.

Breeze:Trustme,Iwasn'tgoingtodothat.Ihave

kids,whatexamplewillIstatingtothem?Thatits

ohktokill,moreespeciallyyoursibling?I'dnever

dosuchathing.Notinmymortallife,nomatter

howIhateaperson,I'llneverputtheminabody

bag.

Odirile:Right.Ohandbytheway,yourkidisonhis

wayaswespeak.

Breeze:Youcalledhimhere?

Odirile:Yeah..Ithoughtmaybeheshouldcome

andcheckonyou.

Breeze:OdirileIsenthimawayforareason.This

citywillbreakhim.Hehasneverhadagood

experienceeversincehesteppedhere.Hislifejust



getsmixedupandheendsuplosinghimself,you

knowthat.Heisstillrecovering.

Odirile:hedoesn'thavetostay.He'llbehereto

checkyouthat'sall.Besides,(sigh)hedeservesto

knowabouthisfatherdon'tyouthink?

Breezelookedathimanddrankhiswaterlaying

backstaringattheceiling.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Rosekeptcheckingthewatchonherwristandits

beenhours.Shedoesn'texactlyknowthetimehe

wenttothehospitalbutitsbeenquiteawhilenow.

ShelayeddownonthecouchwhenDineowalkedin

withatrayandaglassofjuice.

Dineo:Youlooklikeamess.What'sup?

Rose:besideswaitinghereformyparentstoshow



up,lifeiswhat'sup.

Dineo:Wanttotalkaboutit?

Rose:(smiling)I'drathernot.

ShepickedherjuiceanddrankitasDineolookedat

herbeforesittingnexttoher.

Dineo:Iknowyourfree.Recentlyyousmile,you

laughandyourenergetic.Younolongerlock

yourselfinyourroom,cryingallday.Butdontyou

thinkbottlingthingsthatbotheryouinsideare

goingtopullyoubacktowhereyoustarted?

Rose:(sigh)

Dineo:RosellayouknowI'malwayshereforyou,

youcantalktomeabouteverything,I'myour

shouldertocryon.Iwonderjudgeyouorseeyouin

adifferentwayafterthis.

Rose:monthsafterIgotmarried,Ilostmy

eyesightandtheonlypersonthatcouldhelpmeget

itbackwasmyuncleson.Kagiso.Theonewesaw



brutallybeatenbyacommunityonFacebook.

Dineo:Ohyeah,Iremember.Thecriminal.

Rose:Actuallyhe'snotacriminal.Apparentlythey

misunderstoodwhatwasgoingon.Hewasgetting

outofhisgirlfriend'shouseandtheythoughthe

wasstealingorcommittingsomethingunlawful.

Dineo:Oh..sohe'stheoneyoufellforatthe

hospitalwhenyouwentoutwithyouruncle?

Rose:yeah..him.Soonedayhecalledand

assuredmethathe'llhelpmepastthisandIdidn't

doubtthat.Hecametomyhouseandtookmeto

thetraditionalhealerandshetolduseverything.

GotbackandthenextdayIaskedhimtohavesex

withmesincehewasmyonetruehusband,buthe

saidIwasstillmarriedanddidn'twantto-you

know-fiddleintothat.

Dineo:Soundslikearesponsibleguy.

Rose:Heis.Thenmyexhusbandgotinand

confessedhisloveformeandthenboom,hadsex

withhimwithoutconsideringKagisofeelings.Igot

lostinthemomentjustbecauseIwantedtohave



sexandintheprocessIlostsomeonedeartome.

TheonlypersonIlovewithallofme.AndI'mafraid

Iwon'tgethimback.Ilosthimforgood.

Dineo:...

Rose:Hewentthroughpainandsufferingjustto

reachouttomeandIgavehimmyback.Countless

timesandnowhe'sgone.Ihurthimsomuch,even

Imyselfwouldn'thandlethepainIbroughttohim.

Dineo:...

Rose:Youshouldhaveseenhowhelookedatme

thedayIgotmyeyesightback.Likearegular

personnotthesameRosellaLyonhefellinlovewith.

IcouldhardlyrecognizetheKagisothatstoodthere

infrontofme.Thelook.(Teary)Andthenhe

walkedoutasIscreamedhisnameontopofmy

lungs,buthedidn'tturnback.Heleft.

Dineo:I'msosorry.

Rose:I'mhavingahardtimedealingwiththefact

thatI'llnevergettobewithhim.Allthissmilesand

laughterarejustafilterofhowbrokenIaminside.

ThisisapromiseImadetohimthatI'llmakethe



bestoutofeverydayandsmile,butIcan'tandit

hurtsDineo.(Crying)UncleBreezewon'teventell

mewheretofindhim,evenuncleOdirile.They

don'twantmenearhimandit'ssoclearthatneither

doeshe.Icantputupwiththepretenseofbeing

happywhenI'mnot!I'mhurting!I'mhurtingandno

onefrommyfamilyrealizesthat!IthurtsDineo!

(Crying)

Dineopulledherintoatighthugandshecriedeven

moreholdingtighttoher.

AtThemall.

Abigailwalkedaroundwithashoppingbasket

pickingfoodthatwereappetizingtoher.She

walkedtothedrinkssectionandpickedtwofizzy

drinksandwenttopay.

MeanwhileMxolisiwalkedpassedtheshopshe

wasinandspottedherpaying.Hewenttostandon



thebenchesandwhenshewentouthestoodup

followingher.

Mxolisi:Weshouldstopmeetinglikethis.

Abigail:Youmean,youshouldstopstalkingme.

Mxolisi:Outofallpeopleinthisworld,whywouldI

choosetostalkyou?

Abigail:Letmeguess-Becauseyourlonely,and

bored.Becauseyouwantmetokeepapologizing

forthingsthathappenedmonthsago!Getalife!

I'msorry!

Mxolisi:(smiling)whyareyouyelling!YesI

wantedyoutokeepapologizingtillIheardenough,

butrealizedit'sjustawasteoftime.SoI'moverit.

Aslongashemakesyouhappy.

Abigail:Yeahright..notanymore.

Shewalkedtohercarandopenedthebootputting

everythinginsidewithhishelp.



Mxolisi:Whatdoyoumeannotanymore?

Abigail:we'regettingdivorced.Youcangopopa

champagne!Hooray!

Mxolisi:Areyoucrazy?WhywouldIcelebrate

somethinglikethis?YesIwantedhimtomissa

stepbutneverthoughtofcelebratingsomeone's

brokenheart.Whyareyouguysevendivorcing?

Thoughtyoulovedeachother.

Abigail:WellMxolisi,sometimesloveisjustisn't

enough.

Mxolisi:Gotanideaofthat.Sowhat'sup?

Abigail:IrealizedthatIwouldn'tbeabletohandle

thepressure.Andthathe'llhavetogothereandbe

withherfortimebeingsforthechildsakeplusI

thoughtthatIforgavehimwhileactuallyididn't.

Thewomanhecheatedwithgavebirthandnamed

hersonafterhim.HowwillIcopewiththat?

Mxolisi:Tomesoundslikeyourjustmakingup

excusestogetoutofthismarriage.Justsaying.



Abigail:What?

Mxolisi:YoubothcheatedAbigail.Sagishouldbe

theoneleavingnotyou,atleastthatwouldbe

understandableandmakesense.Hecheatedwith

Janeandyouwithme.Hispartjusthappenedto

bearanapple.Youcouldhavebeenpregnantwith

mineeighter.Younotbeingabletocopeor

wouldn'tisjustsomethingyouusetoleavethis

marriagethoughyoulovehim.Andthefactthat

youcantforgivehim,yourjusttellingyourselfthat

becauseyoudon'twantto.

Abigail:Ican't.

Mxolisi:Notthatyoucan'tAbigail,youdon'twant

to.Andyoukeepusinghismistakestocoverthat

up.Nooneisincapableofforgivenessjustthatwe

dontwanttoforgivethosewhowrongedus.But

anywaythat'syourchoice.Goodluck.

Heclosedthebootforherbeforekissinghercheek

andwenttohiscardrivingoffasshestoodthere

lookingathim.Shebitherlipandgotinhercar



startingtheengineanddroveoff.

AtThepolicestation.

Jacksatintheholdingcellbythecornerwithhis

handsonhismouthaseverythingswipedin.

Regretandanxietytofindouthowheisdoingate

himfromtheinsideandout.He'stheonlyone

that'sleftforhimandhecan'tgotojailfor

murderinghisbrother.

Heactedoutofangerthoughhestillwishesto

inflicthimmorepainthatthephysicalpain.He

wantshimtofeelthepainhefeelsrightnoweven

thoughit'llhurttilleternityofhislife.Notmurder.

Herubbedhisfaceandwenttolayonthemattress.

Atthehospital.

KagisowalkedtoBreeze'sroomandsighedgetting



in.Theybothturnedlookingathimbeforesmiling

ashewalkedoverhuggingBreezeonthebed.

Kagiso:(smiling)Youlookwell.Whyareyoustill

layinghere?

Breeze:Whenyouhuggedmeyouraisedthepain.

ButI'mgood.Ialsodon'tknowwhytheirstill

holdingmehere.

Odirile:Theysaidyou'llgetoutofheretomorrow,

stopbeingababy.

Breeze:Hospitalssmellbad.Iwanttogetoutof

here,lookwhatI'mwearing.Ineedaproper

showerandproperclothes.Notthisthing.

Kagiso:Youshouldbegratefulyourleaving

tomorrow,Ispentmonthsinthatsamething.

Odirile:Exactlyoldman,takealessonfromthekid

andbepatient.You'llbeout.

TheybothchuckledasKagisopulledthechairand

satdown.



Breeze:Howiseverythinggoing?

Kagiso:No-Let'sstartofhowyouendeduponthis

bed.CaretotellcourseI'mallears.
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Atthehospital.

Kagisosatbackwithhisfingerslowlyrubbinghis

lowerlipandanotherhandfoldedonhischest

listening.Odirilestoodupandwenttostandbythe

windowlookingoutsidethensighedturningtothem

.

Kagiso:Soyoujuststoodbyandwatchedasthey

fought?

Odirile:likeIsaid,ididn'tthinkit'llescalatesofast.



Kagiso:Howcanyoueventellaladythatjustgave

birthtostopthefightbetweentwomen?She'sstill

inpainandweak!

Breeze:Itwasnothisfightanddefinitelywasnot

theonethatfueledit.Heonlywantedustosortout

ourissuesbutitturnedoutdifferentthanhe

expectedittobe.It'sahospital,whowould've

thoughtwe'dheatitupinhere?

Odirile:Andofcourse-afamilymatter.

Kagiso:AllI'msayingisyouwerereckless.

Odirile:(smiling)Andyoushouldwatchitwhen

speakingtome.Iapologized.

TheylookedateachotherasBreezekeptgazingat

eachofthem.Hecouldtellthatthestaringwasnot

onlyabouthim,butalsoaboutBonolo.

Breeze:Ithoughtyouwereoverher.

Kagiso:Yourgonnahavetobealittlebitmore

specific.



Breeze:ohplease-droptheact...whyelsewould

youlookateachotherlikethat?Ofcourseits

Bonolo.

Kagiso:(stands)Idontknowwhatyourtalkingabout

.

Breeze:Kagiso,theloveyougavethatgirlwasnot

reallysupposedtobegiventoherinthefirstplace.

Sheevenprovedtoyouthatshedoesn'teven

deservetobelovedbyyou.Youtookweeks

withoutallofthis,youwerehealing.Dontlet

yourselfintoallofthisdramaagaincoursethistime

you'llloseyourself.Andsomehowitscaresthe

crapoutofmecourseIwontbeabletosaveyou

fromyourself.Andallthatwouldbehappening

courseofagirl.Justlethergoalready.

Kagiso:I'mgoingtogetsomewater.(ToOdirile)

I'msorry.Didn'tmeantooffend.

Odirile:Youdidn't.It'scool.

HewalkedoutandOdirilesighedsittingonthechair

.



Odirile:Thisisbadman.Imessedthiskid's

relationshipandIgettolookathimandpretendlike

nothinghappened?!

Breeze:Youalsodidn'tknowthatyouweregetting

inbetween.I'msurehe'llfindawaytounderstand

allthat.He'sstillhurt,he'llgetoverit.

OutsideRose'scarparkedoutsideandshegotout

fixinghershirtheadingtowardsthebuildingwhen

thedoorslidopenandherheartskippedbefore

poundinglookingatKagiso.Shesloweddownas

hebithisliplookingatherandpassedher.

Shetookadeepbreathwithhershatteredheart

pumpingsofastandjoggedovertohim.

Rose:Hii.

Kagiso:Hii.

Rose:Howareyou?



Kagiso:I'mgood,you?

Rose:Uhm..Iamgettingthere.

Kagiso:Greattoknow.

Hekeptpacingandshecouldn'tkeepupwhenshe

pulledarm.

Rose:Wouldyouatleastslowdownandtalktome!

Hesighedstopingandturnedlookingather.She

lookedathimbackasherbreathchangedandshe

lookedawaynotknowingwhattosay.The

embarrassmentofwhatshehasdoneswipedin

andthepain.

Rose:I'msorry.

Kagiso:Sorryforwhat?

Rose:....



Kagiso:Comeondarling,sorryforwhat?For

stoppingmeorsorryforrippingmyheartoutofmy

chest?!

Rose:ForeverythingKagiso!Fordraggingyouinto

mylifeandeverythingthat'shappeningrightnow

courseit'sallbecouseofme.IknowI'mthelast

personyouwishtoseerightnowandIunderstand

whyyourangrywithmeaf-

Kagiso:WhydoeseveryonekeepthinkingthatI'm

angry?I'mnot!

Rose:Kagisostopdoingwhatyourdoing!Your

hurtingme.

Kagiso:Hurtingyou?I'mnotdoinganythingRose.

I'mnothurtingyou.Justguiltandshamethat's

feedingonyourfeelings,notme.Whydidyou

evenstopme?

Rose:(teary)CourseIwanttotellyousomething

thatI'vebeenmeaningtotellyoueversincewemet.

IloveyouKagiso!Ithoughteventuallyit'llfadenot

seeingyoubutitmakesmegocrazy.Imissyouin

mylifeandevennowI'mstillmissingyouthough



yourstandingrightinfrontofme.

Kagiso:Nolove,youdontloveme.Ifhad,you

wouldn'thavelandedinbedwithsomeoneelsein

mypresencejustafteryouaskedtohavesexwith

me,blindornot.

Rose:(crying)DontsayIdon'tloveyoucourseIdo.

BelievemewhenIsaythatyourtheonlypersonI

thinkof.Ikeepmyselfbusywiththelittlethings

justsoIcanfulfillmypromisebutitsdrivingme

nuttscourseIcantbewithyou.Thedayyou

walkedoutofthatdooryouleftagapinmyheart

anditcantbefulfilleduntilyoucomebacktome.I

needyouinmylifecoursewithoutyou,IfeellikeI

havenopurpose.Ismilebutwithadarkbroken

heart,Iwakeupwithaheavyheart,andonlyyou

arecapableofmakingmefeelhappinessandjoy.I

loveyouandIneedyouKagiso.

Kagisolookedatherbeforesmilingandpulledher

intoahug.Shehuggedhimtightlycryingandhe

slowlyrubbedherhairthencubedherfacewithher



handswrappedaroundhiswaist.

Kagiso:Youdohaveperposesweetheart.Youra

daughterofthemostrespectedfamily.Yourrich

withnailsbutmostofall-Yourafriend,daughter

andaniece.Thoughtheirrichtheyarelookingup

toyoutomakeachange.Tobeabetterperson

thantocryoveramanthatwantsnothingtodowith

you.

Rose:Kagisono..

Shepulledbacklookingathimandhesighedtaking

outhisphoneandsentDitebogoamessagebefore

puttingitbackandlookedather.

Rose:(crying)Howcouldyouhavefallensofar?

KagisoIloveyou.Iloveyousosomuch.IwishI

hadsaidthisbeforeyouleftmylifeandI'mgoingto

alwaysregretnotsayingsotherestofmylife.I

knowIhurtyou.Ihurtyousobadthateven



thinkingofseeingyouwithanotherwomanhaving

sexinmymindisnothingbutbeyond.Iknowicant

takebacktimeandundowhatIdidbutpleaselet

metrytocorrectmymistakesinthefuturewhere

youarewithme.Yourtheperfectmaninmylifeand

I'msorryfordoingallthehorriblethingsI'vedoneto

you.I'msosorryforthepainI'vecourseyou.

Kagiso:Ihearyoulove-butwouldyoustillbesorry

ifyourweren'tcoughtorseenbyme?

Rose:(crying)IwasmarriedKagiso-

Kagiso:SeeIthoughtasmuch.Unfortunately

sorryisnotenoughRose.

Rose:Kagisogivemeachance,Icanprovetoyou

howmuchIwantyou,howmuchIloveyou!It

wasn'tmyintentiontohurtyou.

Kagiso:Look-Roseyouhurtme.Youhurtme

morethaneveryoneelsehas.Weweren'tdating

butthepainofseeingsomeoneyoulovewhole

heartlywithanotherpersonmakingbabies,that's

likemillionnailstotheheart.(tookherhands)

RosellaI'mhurt.Alot.AndIhatemyselfrightnow



courseIcanthateyousoIhateyouforthat.Ihate

youcourseIcan'thateyou.YousaidIwasangry

withyou,butI'mnot,I'mhurtandthere'sahuge

differencebetweenthetwo.Notonlyareyouat

faultbutsoamI,courseiletyouinthinkingyou'll

holdmyheartwithbothhandsandkeepitsafe.I

waswrong.

Rose:(crying)KagisoIloveyou,IknowI-

Kagiso:Iknow.IknowyoulovemeandtrustmeI

loveyoutoo,butit'snotworking.Iwontbeableto

pretendlikethisneverhappened.IfIdo-I'llendup

hurtingyouandI'dhatemyselfevenmoreforthat.

Soit'sbestIletyougo.

Rose:(crying)YourtheonethatIhavetobewith.

Kagiso:RosellaIonlyfollowedthisshityourfriend

saidtosaveyou-

Rose:Soifitwasn'tthatyouwouldn'tha-

Kagiso:Nodarling-Ididthatoutoflove.Andnot

forasecondwilliregrethelpingyoucourseilove

you.ButIwontletthedeadpredictmyfuture,why

thehelldoyou?Wetriedanditdidn'twork,solet's



justcallitout.Rosellayourabeautifulyounglady.

Yourasurvivorandyourstrong.Dontletmestand

inthewayofyouandyourhappiness.You'llfinda

manthat'llloveyoumorethananythingandyou'll

forgetthatyouevenhadmeinyourlife.

Rose:(crying)Idon'twanthim ,Iwantthatmanto

beyou.IloveyouKagisodontyouhearme!

Kagiso:AndIloveyoutoo!

Rose:Thenwhywontyougiveusachance?!

Kagiso:CourseIcant!Notnowandnotever.I'd

ratherbesomethingelsethanalovertoyou.I'm

sorry.

Herheartsankasshelookedathimbeforeturning

towalkawaybutstoppedastearsrolledout.

Kagisoswallowedlookingatherthensheturned

lookingathim.

Rose:Iloveyou.Youknowonedayyou'llwakeup

andrealizehowmuchIdid.Andwhenthatday



comesIwouldn'tbetherecourseIwould'vewaken

upwiththatsameguyyouputonmylaps.

Kagiso:AndI'dratherwakeupalonethanwakeup

toyourfacenexttome.

Herjawsdroppedlookingathimashewalkedaway

crossingtheroad.Shebitherlipbeforebustingin

tearsandturnedheadinginsidecaringlesswhat

peoplearesayingorifwhetherthey'relookingat

hercrying.

AtthePolicestation.

Abigailsatinonthechairtappingherfoot

countlesstimeswhenthedoorslidopenandJack

walkedinwithcuffssittingdown.

Jack:Iguessyouheard-badnewsindeedtravel

fast



Abigail:Whatthehelldoyouthinkyourupto?

Jack:Ithoughtyoudidn'tcare.

Abigail:Whatpartofdivorcedoesitstatethatyou

don'tcare?Besideshe'sstillmyhusbandforchrist

sake.I'mnotyetreadytobecomeawidow.

Jack:Nowyoucompletelylostit.Whywouldyou

thinkI'dgothatfar?Andwhywouldyoubecomea

widowcourseyournolongertogether?

Abigail:LikeIsaidwe'restillmarried.JackIdidn't

tellyouallthisjustsoyoucangoonakillingspree.

He'syourbrotherforGod'ssake!Couldn'tyouguys

sitdownandsortthisoutlikeadults?

Jack:Abigailyoucametomeandtoldmeallof

thisbecouseyouwantedtomakehimfeelpain.

YouknewhowIwasgoingtoreactotherwisewhy

wouldyoutellmesomethingsohurtful?

Abigaillookedathimwithnothingtosaybefore

puttingherhandsonthetableandsighed.



Abigail:YessIwanttohurthim,butIdon'twant

himdead.Hecould'vedied,whatwereyou

thinking?!

Jack:HewasgoingtokillmeifIhadn'tstabbed

him.Itwaseithermeorhim,andIchosemyself.

Abigail:(smiling)NowIbelieveyourbothbornfrom

thesamewomb.ButI'mafraidI'llhavetorectify

youabit.Breezeisalotofthingsbutnotamurder.

Hewouldn'teventrytokillsomeoneasmuchas

you,hissibling.Yourtheonlypersonhehasashis

family.Helovesyouandcaresaboutyouthough

hisegodoesn'tallowhimtoletgoofthepast.So

he'svengeful.

Jack:YouknowIusedtothinkthatmaybeoneday

notnow,we'llfindourwaybacktoeachotheras

thesamebloodbutIwaswrong.Theonlything

Breezeknowshowtodoisinflictpaintothose

aroundhim.Andsomehowhealwayshas

someonewithasweettonguetosmooththingsfor

himtheneverythinggoesonasifnothinghappened.

Notthistime.I'mgoingtohurthimlikenothing

before.Yourdivorcewillnotbenothingcompared



towhatI'mcookingforhim.

Abigail:Whatareyougoingtodo?Burnhisclub?

Stealhismoney?Burnhishousetotheground?

Jack:NoAbi.I'mtargetingtheonesheholdclose

tohisheartandaswespeaktheyhaveairintheir

lungs.Iaimtochangethat.

Abigail:(angry)IfyoudarelayhandsonSagisbaby

andKagisoyou'llgetapieceofme,IsweartoGod!

Ifyouwanttobeachildkiller,goforRoseorAir

andleavemykidsalone!

Jack:(smiling)Youlittlebitch-Thisisapolice

stationandwhyonearthwillIkillmychildren?

Abigail:Youhavetotallygoneofftheroadinthat

headofyours.Touchmykidsandyou'llknow

whatI'mcapableof.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothedoorbeforelooking

athim.

Abigail:AndIhopeyouknowwhatyou'dbegetting



yourselfintoifyoutouchthem.Sagi?Nx-nx-nx.

Knowinghershewonthesitatetoslityourthroat,

andImeanliterallyslitit.AndthenBreeze,ifhe

canchokeairoutofyourlungs,imaginewhathe

coulddoworse.Kagiso,Iheardrumorsabouthim

also.Heturnsouttobequitedangerouswhen

angryandinpain,devilhimself.You'vegottheball

inyourhand,playcarefully,dontlettheheatburn

you.

Jack:Iwouldn'tholdmybreath.

Shewinkedathimbeforesmilingheadingoutand

hesatthereasthoughtsskippedhismind.

AtCoffeeCafe

DitebogosatoppositeKagisolookingathim

explainingbutallhermindcouldthinkofwastheir

kiss.Itwassodamnhardtogetitoutofthehead

especiallylookingathisjuicylips.Shehatedit



talkingtohimaboutothergirls,becauseshe

herselfwasoneandmadlyattractedtohim.

Lookingathisjawlineandhisadamsapplewaslike

lookingatsomeTVcharacterstandingrightthere

infrontofher.Hescoffedrevealinghiswellpacked

teethsayingsomethingandshecouldn'thelpbut

smilepickinghercupsippinghercoffee.Thiswas

definitelythemanfromthemotherland.

Kagiso:(smiling)WiththatIwalkedawayandwhy

areyousmiling?

Ditebogo:I'msmiling?

Kagiso:ShouldIsayyourblushing?

Ditebogo:(blushing)Ohplease,whywouldIblush?

Kagiso:Youtellme.

Shelookedathimwhenheraisedhiseyebrowsfor

ananswermakingherblushevenmoreuntilit

turnedtolaughterputtinghercupdown.



Ditebogo:Itsnothing,really.

Kagiso:soyoujustblushoutofblue?

Ditebogo:apparently.Soinotherwordsyour

pushingheraway?

Kagiso:ItsnotlikeIhaveanyotherchoice.Ican't

lookherintheeyesandnotthinkofwhatIsawthat

day.AndwhenIdo,everyinchofmybodywants

tograbherandhitheragainstanythingand

everythingthatisaroundmeuntilsheislayingin

poolofblood.

Ditebogo:You'vegotseriousangerissues.That's

notnormal.

Kagiso:Iknow.Andthat'swhyItrytoavoidanger

atallcostscourseIdon'twanttogetmyhands

dirtythoughsometimesIcantcontrolmyself.

Ditebogo:Andyou'dratherpushheraway?

Kagiso:Whatwouldyouhavemedo?

Ditebogo:Killher.

Kagiso:What?



Ditebogo:Ifthat'lleasethepain,thengetitallover

with.Wearglovesandamaskandgosuffocateher

inatubfullofwater.Whenyourdonewipe

everythingtocleartheevidenceandmoveon.

Kagiso:Howareyouevenalawyer?

Ditebogo:thesamewayyouhideyouridentity

behindyourprettyface.

Kagiso:(scoffed)YouthinkI'mpretty?

Ditebogo:Dontyouhaveamirror?

Kagiso:Idon'treallyuseit.

Ditebogo:Whatever-Doyoustillloveher?Them?

Kagiso:I'mnotsurecourseI'mstillpissed.They

bothbetrayedmytrustanddividedmyheartinto

twoequalpartsforthemselves.

Ditebogo:Butyoustilllovethem?

Hertonewasdifferent.Helookedatherasshe

staredbackathimwithoutanyemotionsbuther

neutralself.Hesighedpushedthecoffeeasideand



balancedhishandsonthetablelookingather.

Kagiso:Areyouohk?

Ditebogo:I'mfine,butyourhurt.Whydon'twe

takeitallout?Let'stalkaboutthefeelingsyouhave

forthem.Aretheystrongtostillbuildarelationship?

Ortheironlowbattery?

Kagiso:Inbetween.

Ditebogo:Whydidtheysinksolow?

Kagiso:CourseIthoughtIhadaplaceintheirheart

,butallalongIwasfool.TothemIamlikeacandle

andburntwhenneeded.Rosellausedmetopull

herselffromherdarknessandtossedmeaside

whenshefinallydid.Bonolousedmeasasextoy

(chuckles)whowouldhavethought?Butsomehow

Idon'tblamethemcourseItoowasabsentinmine

andBonolo'srelationshipandmeandRosella

weren'texactlyinarelationship.IfeellikeI'm

overreactingandithurts.

Ditebogo:Icanseeyourhurt.Whydontyoujust



tellthemhowyoufeeltoeasetheheartbefore

makinganydecisions?Theyloveyoutoo.

Kagiso:What'sthepoint?Icantevenlookatthem.

Andnotheydontlovemecourseiftheydid,they

wouldn'tdowhattheydid.

Ditebogo:Yousoundlikeapolygamist.Iknowit

hurtstolovesomeoneandnotgetthesamelovein

return,I'vebeenthereandIknowit'snotagreat

feeling.Butdoyouknowwhathurtsmore?

Kagiso:What?

Ditebogo:Tofallforsomeonesobadlyinloveand

neverhavethestrengthandcouragetotellthem

howyoufeel.That'swhathurts.ItshurtsKagiso.

Helookedatherasshestillstaredinhiseyes

beforegrabbinghiscoffeedrinkingitsincehe

wasn't.Hepulledthecupfromherhandputtingit

onthetableandheldherhandsinhis.

Kagiso:Isthereanythingyouwanttotellme?



Ditebogo:No.

Kagiso:Areyousure?

Ditebogo:100%

Helookedathernotsatisfiedwithheranswerbiting

hislipandstooduppullingherwithherhand.

Ditebogo:Wherearewegoing?

Kagiso:Totherestroom

Ditebogo:Malesrest-room?

Kagiso:Nothegroup'srestroom.

Shegaspedwhenheopenedthedoorandpulled

herbythewaistgettingherinsideandclosedthe

doorpinningheragainstittakingherbreathaway.

Heputherhandsaboveherheadonthedoorwith

onehandandanotheronesmoothedherjawline

beforepullingherchinkissingthelightsoutofher.

Herkneesgotweakjustashishandgrabbedher



breastsbeforeslidingdownrubbinghercookieon

thejeansandhermounsescapedtheirkiss.

Hekissedheronelasttimebeforepullingawayand

stood3stepsawayfromherputtinghishandsin

thepocketslookingathergaspforairandherskin

flashed.Shecrossedherlegsbitingherlipintears

andquicklyrantothetoilettopee.

Hewalkedoverlookingatherhideherfacesitting

onthesitthenwentdownpullingherhandsoffher

facelookingather.

Kagiso:Isthereanythingyouwanttotellmenow?

Ditebogo:(teary)Youdidn'thavetotakethetruth

outlikethat.

Kagiso:HowwasIsupposedtogetitoutofyou

whenyoucouldn'ttellme?

Ditebogo:Sotestedmylustoveryou?

Kagiso:Hadanyideaonwhenyouweregoingto

tellme?Andhowexactlywhenyou'retightup?

Ditebogo:Iwasn'tgoingtotellyou.



Kagiso:Tellmewhat?

Ditebogo:...

Kagiso:ShouldIaskagain?

Ditebogo:Givemeamomentplease.

Heshookhisheadstandingandpulledthedooron

hiswayoutandstoodbythesink's.

Shegotoutandwenttowashherhandsthendried

herhandsgoingtostandinfrontofhim.Shebither

liplandingahotslaponhischeekthensighed

steppingback.

Ditebogo:Don'tyoueverdothatagain.Seeyou.

Shewalkedoutandheclenchedhisjawslookingat

himselfonthemirrorwhenthedooronanother

toiletslidopen.Hebithislipturningtolookatthe

maninawheelchairnotknowingwhattosay

headingout.



Kagiso:Goodevening.

Man:Goodeveningson.Iguessitwasyou.

Kagiso:(clearedhisthroat)I'msorry.Ididn'tknow

therewasanyone.

Man:itsohk,.I'vebeentherebefore.Ifsheactlike

this,trustmeshe'stheone.

Kagiso:Oh..right.Bye.

Hequicklywentoutexhaling.

Atthehospital.

Roserockedthebabysmilingstillholdinginher

tearsashermotherpackedherbag.Shesniffed

lookingatthebaby'shandsbeforestoppingtorock

himwithKagiso'swordsturninginherheadand

herheartpounded.



"Weweren'tdatingbutthepainofseeingthe

personyoulovewholeheartedlymakingbabies,

that'slikemillionnailstotheheart"

Sheswallowedlookingathermotherandbackat

thebaby.Itwouldbeagreatfeelingtohavea

familyofherownbutshewantsitwithonlyone

personandifnothimthennoone.

Rose:MomamIdifferent?

Jane:Bydifferentyoumeanyouroldselfandnow,

yeah.Yourevenmorebeautiful.

Rose:(heartskipped)Momlikeanychangesonme

.AmIfat?

Jane:Yeahyougainedweight,notfat.Whyare

youaskingmethisquestions?Areyouohk?

Rose:Yeah..I'mfine.Justwantedtoask.



Janelookedatherlookingatthebabyandtouching

hishand.Sheputthebagdownandsatinthebed.

Jane:IthoughtwewereoverthisRosella.Itold

youthatyoucantellmeanything.Iamyourmother

,whyareyouholdingback?It'snothealthyand

youknowthat.

Rose:No,it'snothing.Whereisdad?Ithoughthe

cameheretogetyou.

Jane:Somethingcameup.Nowtellmewhatitus

courseI'mnotbackingdown.

Rose:Promisemeyouwontfreakout.

Jane:Ipromise.

Rose:Ihaven'tbeenonmyperiodslastmonthand

MxolisiandIhadamomentwhichhappeneda

weekbeforeweenteredanewmonth.Themonth

endedandit'sbeenaweekand3daysbutstill.

Jane'sjawsdroppedlookingatherwithwords

stuckinhermouth.Thiswashermother'sdaughter



indeed.Sheclosedhermouthlookingatherand

shookherheadpickingherbagandwalkedoverto

her.

Jane:Yourpregnant?

Rose:Idon'tknow.(Teary)AndifIam,momI

dontwantit.IwantKagiso'sbabynotanyone

else's.MomI'malsonotreadytohaveababy.I'm

stillyoungtohaveone.(Crying)Idontwantit.

Helpme..

Jane:Rosewe'renotsureyet.Andwhatdoyou

meanyoudon'twantthatbaby,that'sifyou're

pregnant?Yournotgoingtoabandonyourbaby

andnorwillyouterminateit.Yournotgoingtokill

thatchild.Ifindeedyourpregnant,we'lltalktohis

familyaboutthisandseehowwearegoingtocome

upwith.I'mnotgoingtoletyoumakethebiggest

mistakeofyourlifeoveraboythatcareslessof

youandwontevenlookatyou.

Rose:(crying)MamaIlovehimandIwanttocarry

hisfirstchild.He'stheoneIwanttostartafamily



with.Idontwantanyother.

Jane:Wellsweety,ifyourpregnantyou'llraisethat

baby.Youwillnotleavemysite.Andbesideswere

notsureyet.

Rose:Iwillkillit.

Jane:Shutup!

Shetookoutherphoneanddialedoneofher

colleaguesbeforeputtingitbackandsatonthebed

lookingather.

Rose:(crying)Momdontmakemedothis.You

promisednottomakedecisionforme.

Jane:Idid.AndI'mnotmakingyouanybut

preventingyoufrommakingthebiggestmistake

andamurder.

Rose:(crying)Thisismybody!

Jane:AndI'myourmother!



Thedoorslidopenandafemaledoctorwalkedin

smilingstandingnexttoRoselookingatthebaby.

Doctor:Ncowwhe'ssocute...He'ssobeautiful

Jane.Congratulations.

Jane:ThankyouJessy.

Doctor:Isthisyourdaughter?She'sgrown

Jane:Yes,sheis.LookIneedafavour,maybe

youcouldsqueezeusin.

Doctor:Sure.Iwasabouttoknockoutanyway.

Jane:Great,lookmybabyherethinksshe's

pregnantandwearenotsureyet,canyouplease

runthetest'sforus.

Doctor:Yeahsure.Let'sgo.

Jane:Thankyousomuch.Ioweyouone.

Doctor:(smiling)Holdingyoutothat.

TheysmiledwalkingoutandRoseusedthebaby's



blanketfollowingthemwithapoundingheart.

InBreeze'sroom.

Kagisowalkedinwiththehoodiepulledtohisface

andthrewhimselfonthechairrelaxingwhile

releasingaheavysigh.Theybothlookedathimand

Odirilesawsomethingredunderonhischeek.He

frownedwalkingoverandquicklypulleditoffhis

faceandheclenchedhisjaws.

Kagiso:Hey!

Odirile:Youlookwell.

Kagiso:Thankyou.

Odirile:Yourwelcome.

Breeze:Who'shandprintisthat?

Kagiso:Noone.

Breeze:Does"no-one"haveaname?



Odirile:Anddoesthat'no-one'happentobeagirl?

Kagiso:No...

Breeze:Definitelyagirl.(Sighed)Cantstayaway

canyou?

Kagiso:Something'sareoutofmycontrol.

Odirile:Clearly.

Odirile'sphonerangfromhispocketandhetookit

outlookingatthecaller.

Odirile:Ohkgentleman-when-they-likeIgatta

bounce.Seeyoutomorrow.I'llcomegetyou,dont

goanywherewithoutme.

Breeze:Cxxl.

Theyfistbumpedandhewentoutsmilingonhis

own.



Breeze:Talkedtoyourmotheraboutyourstayfor

theday?

Kagiso:Idon'twanttostressher.

Breeze:Bynottellingher,youarestressingher

courseshemightassumetheworsthashappened

toyou.Tellheryourstayingoverandyou'llbethere

tomorrowafternoon.Surelyyouwontgetthereon

time.

Kagiso:Ohk.Iwill.Soyou'reseriouslygoingto

dropthosecharges?

Breeze:Yeah..that'sifIcandropthem.Hesmy

brotherandhealsohasarighttobeangryafter

whatIdid.He'stheclosestoneIhavetofamilyand

Icantlethimgotoprison,notwhenhehasa

daughtertocomemendthingswith.

Kagiso:(smiling)DamnYourtookind.I'dlethim

sitinthereformonths.

Breeze:Noyouwouldn't.Youralsotoocaringand

toohelpful.Youdontreallycareaboutyourselfbut

moreaboutothers.Andthat'swhatmakesuswho

weare.



Kagiso:Yourright.

Hetookhisphonefromunderneaththepillowand

dialedthedetectiveadKagisostooduptocallhis

motheralso.

IndoctorJessie'soffice.

Roserubbedherhandstogetheranxiouslywaiting

witharacingheartwithJanelayingonthepatient

bedbreastfeedingherbaby.Sheturnedlookingat

herandrubbedhertearwhenasthedoctorsaton

thechairlookingather.

Doctor:Igottheresults.ButI'llalsohaveto

confirmbydoinganultrasoundscan.

.
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[08/02,13:59]Lynne :Chapter85

Atthepolicestation.

Jackwalkedtothetableandcollectedhis

belongingsthenheadedoutswitchingonhisphone



butitwasonlowbattery.Heshookhishead

lookingatthe16percentswitchingintomaximum

powersavingthendialedanumber.

Him:Lyon.

Jack:Hey.Lookman,Ineedafavour.

Him:Ohk,whatisit?

Jack:Doyoustillhavecontactsinsidethemental

prison?

Him:Yeah.

Jack:Great.Ineedyoutohookmeupwiththe

mosttrustedpersonyouknowthere.

Him:Why?

Jack:Justdoit.

Hecutthecallsighingbeforedialinganuber

walkingtothebenchesoutsidethebuildingandsat

down.Afterorderingtheuberhedialedanother

contact.



Man:Yess.

Jack:Ineedyoutokidnapsomeoneforme.

Man:Sendthemoneyanddetails.

Jack:(smiling)IknewIcouldrelyonyou.

Man:Anytimeoldfriend.

HechuckledgoingthroughBreeze'ssocialmedia

timelinesavingKagiso'spictureandsentitthenthe

money.Hesmiledreceivingcontactdetailsjustas

hisrideparkedbythegateandhestoodupdialing

thenumber.

Her:Hello

Jack:Hi..amItalkingtoMonique?

Her:Dependsonwhothisis.

Jack:Ohmybad.YourtalkingtoJackLyon.

Her:Oh,MrLyon.HowcanIhelpyou?



Jack:Idon'treallylikediscussingbusinessover

thephone,howaboutwemeettomorrowafternoon,

13h00,McCafeatthemall?

Monique:Soundsgood.

Hecutthecallgettinginandthecardroveoff.

Atthehospital

Roserubbedherhandstogetheronelasttime

sittingonthechairlookingatthedoctorwhileJane

fixedherselfandgotoffthebedtositonthechair

nexttohers.

Jane:Ohk...Sowhatdotheresultssay?

Doctor:(smiling)Itseemslikeyourpregnant

Rosella.

Rose:(gasped)What?



Doctor:Yes.Itslookslikeyou'vebeencookingin

yourovenfor8weeksnow.Congratulations.

Rose:Congratulations?Nodon'tcongratulateme!

Idontwantthisbaby.Iwanttoabortit.

Jane:YouwillnotdosuchathingRosella.Andits

risky.Youwillnotharmthatbaby.Youknewwhat

youweredoingwhenyouhadsex.Thisbabyis

innocentinallofthis,heorshedoesn'tdeserveto

bemadeasacrificeofitsmothershappiness.

Rose:(crying)MamaKagisowillnotacceptmeifI

keepthisbaby.IwanthimandItostartourown

familywithoutanythingtoremindusofourugly

journey.

Jane:IfKagisotrulylovesyouRosella,he'llaccept

youwithyourbaby.Ifheisamanenough.Dont

choseamanoveryourownblood.Thisisahuman

Rose.It'salifegrowinginsideofyouandtrustme

mydear,youdontwanttotakeit.

Doctor:YourmotherisrightRosella.Thisbaby

couldalsobetheonlyonethatyou'lleverhave.

Thiscouldbeyouronlyshotofhappinessforall



youknow.Hopeandpossibilities.Iftheguyyou

talkingofisreallyintoyou,he'lltakethebabyas

oneofhisown.Butfirstlet'sdotheultrasoundto

besure.

Rose:(crying)No,I'mnotdoingthat!Youdont

knowhowthisbabycameabout,sodonttellme

anythingabouthappinesscourseit'llonlybringme

misery.IdontwantthisbabyandImadeupmy

mindwiththat.Donttrytostopmeorchangemy

mindcourseit'llbeawasteofyouowntime.

Jane:Rosellayouwont-

Rose:Nomom!Thisismybodyandit'smy

decisiontomake!Idontcareifyourmymotherbut

thisisaboutmeandnotyou!Youdon'thaveany

ideaofwhatI'mgoingthroughsodon'tplaythat

cardgameonme.IcantloseKagiso.Henever

gaveuponme,I'mnotabouttogiveuponhim

either.Evenifitmeanstakingalifetogethimback,

thensobeit.

Shestoodupgrabbingatissueinaboxheadingout



andJaneclosedhereyesasthedoorslammed.

Shequicklystoodupwiththebabyandwenttotake

outherphonedialingKagiso'snumber.

Doctor:whoareyoucalling?

Jane:Thesameguyheiswillingtokillfor.

Doctor:Andwhatwillhedo?

Jane:Idon'tknow.Butheisagoodguy,hopefully

hecangetherontrackeventhoughtheydon'tend

uptogether.She'llheal.(Tothephone)OhHey

Kagiso.

Kagiso:(yawning)Hii.

Jane:howareyouandwhereareyou?

Kagiso:(frown)I'mfine,I'matthehospital.

Jane:WhichHospital?

Kagiso:theonewhereyouwork.Breezehasbeen

admittedhereremember.

Jane:Ohyeah...I'msosorryforthedramaI've

coursed.LookIwishIhadmoretimetoapologize



butIdont.Ineedafavour.

Kagiso:Ifitinvolvesyoudaughter,I'msorrybutI

canthelp.Iplannedonkeepingmydistancefrom

her.Whatisit?

Jane:KagisoI'mreallyinneedofyourhelp.You

knownooneisabletolineupRoselikeyoudo.

Yourheonlypersonthatcanhandleher.

Kagiso:RosellaandIaren'tongoodterms.

EverytimeIseeher,worstthoughtscrossmymind

andtrustme,theirreallybad.Don'taskmeto

comenearhercourseIcantstandher.

Jane:KagisoIknowallthat,butrightnowyourthe

onlypersonIcanturnto.Yourmyonlyhopeto

stoppingRosefromdoingthemosthorrificthing

she'lllivetoregrettherestofherlife.Allthisinthe

nameofloveforyou.

Kagiso:.....

Jane:She'spregnant.

Kagiso:(shocked)What?

Jane:Yes.Notexactlythetypeofnewsyouwere



expectingbutitiswhatitis.She's8weeks

pregnantwithMxolisi'schild.

Kagiso:Wait,whyareyoutellingmethis?

Jane:Becauserightnowaswespeak,Idontknow

whereshe'sheadedbutIknowshe'sgoingto

terminatethepregnancyjustsoshecanbeableto

bewithyou.

Kagiso:...

Jane:KagisoI'mbeggingyouasamothertohelp

mychild.She'slosinghermindandshe'saboutto

killaninnocentsoul.She'sgoingtotakeherown

child'sbloodandsoulintoherownhands.Please

son-I'mseriouslyinneedofyourhelpandsodoes

Rose.

Kagiso:...

Jane:Youmightnotloveherorcareabouther

anymorebutatleastthenthinkofthebabyshe's

carryingandrescueherorhimfromdyinginits

mothershands.Thebabydoesn'tdeservetobean

offeringtoclearthewayofherownhappiness.

Please.



Kagisocutthecallandshesighedshovingitinher

pocketpickingherbagwithaheavyheart.

Jane:he'sstillmad.Idon'tevenknowwhatIwas

thinkingcallinghim,he'sbeenthroughenough

already.Thelastthingheneedsisadistraction

fromthemotherofthesamegirlthatbrokehis

heart.ThanksforeverythingJessie.

Doctor:givehersometimetodigestthis.It'sher

firsttimebeingpregnantandshe'sstillyoung,

she'sshocked.Eventuallynaturewillkickinand

she'llrealizehowwrongitistokillyourownchild.

Jane:Idoubtthat.She'sreallygoingtodothis.

Youknowwhatlovemakespeopledo.Seeyou.

Doctor:Bye.

InBreezesRoom.



BreezelookedatKagisopullingthehoodietightlyto

hisfacebeforereleasingaloudsighsinkingonthe

chairwithhislowerliptightlybitten.

Breeze:Whatdoesshewant?

Kagisomovedthehoodfromhisfacelookingat

himandliftedhislegputtingitonthearmrestlaying

ontheotherarmresthanginghisheadupside-down.

Kagiso:(dramaticallycries)Thiscityisgonnabreak

metothelast.I'veonlybeenhereforfewhours

andalreadymyrebuildingheartiscrashedback

intomystomachwithasimplelightpushofafinger

. I'mdiiiieeeiiiinnnggg!

Breeze:Wouldyoupleasetellmewhatthisisabout

?

Kagiso:Rosella.(screams)SHE'SPREGNANT!OH

MYGAWD!(Low)IthinkIneedahearttransplant.



Breeze:Roseispregnant?How?

Kagiso:Withthatsmartpantskid.IAMDONE!I

AMFINISHED!Ihatethatdeadgirl.Thisisallher

faultthatI'mlikethis.She'stheonethatkeeps

breakingme,Idespisehertothecore!(screaming)

Aaaaaaaahhhh!

Breezefrownedlookingathimlikehewas

somehowcrazygrabbingtheglassofwaterand

drankitashedramaticallycriedwithnotears

comingout.

Breeze:Yourmakingnoise,thisisahospital.

Kagiso:Igotnotearslefttocry.

Breeze:Maybethat'sbecauseyouletinthepain.

Youletittakeyouandnowyoumanagetoswimin

it.Yourslowlyhealing.

Kagiso:Janesaysshewentouttoabortthinking

thatifshedoes,I'llfindawayinmydustyheartto

forgivehersothatwecanbeahappy-chosen-



couple.

Breeze:Andletmeguess-youdontfeelthesame.

Kagiso:OfcourseIdont!Iloveherbut,Ijustdon't

thinkthatundergroundbitchmadeagoodmatch,

courseRoseandIarenotreallyagood

arrangement.

Breeze:Butwhatmattersisyouloveher.

Kagiso:Idated7girlsandIlovedeachandevery

lastoneofthemdeeply,butstilltheyleft.IfIcan

managetogetoverthem,thenwhatcouldpossibly

stopmefromgettingoverher?Absolutelynothing.

(Stands)Sorightnow,asthepersonalcandleof

herlife,I'mburnttogostopherfromkillingthat

innocentbatinhercave.Wishmeluck!

Breezenarrowedhiseyebrowsconfusednot

knowingwhattodaylookingathimgotothedoor

andstopturningwithapoute.

Kagiso:(pessimistic)Idon'tevenknowwhereI'm



gonnafindher.ThisisalivingHell.Jesuschrist!

HewalkedoutofthedoorandBreezeshookhis

headdialingAbigailnumber.

AtAbigail'shome.

Abigailsatonthedinnertablebusywithherlaptop

whenhermotherwalkedbytothekitchentogeta

glassofwaterbeforestandingnexttoher.

Gail'smother:Whatareyoudoing.?

Abigail:Work.

Gail'smother:thistime?NoAbigailgotosleep.

Thisthingscanwaittilltomorrow.

Abigail:Iknow,justthatI'mnotsleepy,soImight

aswelljustfinishupsinceI'mwideawake.

Gail'smother:Isthisaboutyourdivorce?



Abigail:No,it'snot.

Gail'smother:ohitisdarling.Butanyway,it'son

you.JustknowI'llalwaysbehereifyouneedto

talk

Abigail:Thankyoumom.

Shepathershoulderwalkingawaypassingby

Priscillawithherheadsetsonbustingmusicgoing

tograbanapplehummingasongbeforestanding

byhersisterlookingatthelaptop.Sheleaneda

littlecloserlookingreallycarefullyandfrowned

takingoffherheadphones.

Priscilla:IsthatwhatIthinkitis?

Abigail:(shutsthelaptop)Whyareyousnoopingon

me?

Priscilla:Iwasn'tsnooping.Whatthehellareyou

doingAbigail?(opensthelaptop)Enterthepin.

Abigail:No..



Priscilla:Doesdivorcingreallydrivepeoplethis

insaneforthemtoselltheirbusinesses?An

internationalBusinesssale?Really?Doeshehave

sucheffectonyou?

Abigail:Ineedanewlife.Ineedtostartupmylife

onanewpagewithnoremainderofmyexhusband.

Andthis-thisismestartingoff,takinganewstep

towardsmyfuturewithouthiminthepicture,

anythingthathehelpedbuildorbuiltforme.

Priscilla:Narewatsenwa?Likeseriouslysis-Are

youcrazy?

Abigail:Watchyourmouthwhentalkingtome.

YouhavetoideawhatIwentthroughinthat

marriageandhowI-(phonerang)

Priscillasawthenameonthescreenandquickly

snatcheditrunningtoherbedroomlockingitwith

Abigailfollowingandknockedangrilyonthedoor.

Abigail:Ellatisaphoneyame?!Priscillaopenthe



doorbeforeIknockitdown!Priscilla!

MeanwhilePriscillaconnectedthephonetoher

headphonesandsighedanswering.

Breeze:Whatgamedoyouthinkyourplaying

Abigail?

Priscilla:Hellotoyoutoobrotherinlaw.

Breeze:ohheyPriscilla.CanIpleastalktoyou

sister?

Priscilla:Sure,andpleasetalksomesenseintoher

thickskul.She'splanningonsellingGail'sGallery

onlinewithoutbackgroundchecksallintheinsanity

ofgettingoveryou.She'sgoingcrazywithoutyou.

Breeze:ButshelovesthatGallery.

Priscilla:Shedoes.Justthatthedivorceistaking

itstollonherandshe'snotthinkingstraight.She

lovesart.Shekeepsdiggingupforeverythingeven

thoughtheirburieddeepsayingshewantstocut

tieswithyouineverydirection.



Breeze:Ohk,fine.Giveherthephone.

Shestoodupfromherbedandwenttoopenthe

doortoanangryAbigailwhosnatchedthephone

fromherhandclickinghertonguethenwalkingto

herroom.

Abigail:Breeze.

Breeze:Doyouhaveanyideawhatyoujust

coursed?

Abigail:OhpleaseBreeze,webothknowthatthisis

onyou.Yousleptwithyourbrother'swife

underneathhisnoseandevenhadababy,allIdid

waspopthepimpleforyousinceyouweren'tgoing

to.Youshouldbegrateful.

Breeze:Areyououtofyourmind?Ialmostdied

andhe'sbeenheldinacell.

Abigail:Quitcrying,yourstillalivearen'tyou?

Breeze:(sigh)AbigailIknowthatIhurtyou,andI'll

alwaysbeangryatmyselfforthatbutifyourgonna



keeponwiththisbehaviorofyours,youandIare

gonnahaveahugeproblem.

Abigail:Dontblameyourswarkrelationshipwith

yourbrotheronme.Itsbeenlikethatevenbeforei

cameintothepicture.

Breeze:Soyouthinkputtinginmorefuelintoitis

gonnamakeuseven?Abigailwebothruinedour

relationshipjustthatIcamewithababyandyou,

youdecidedtopackyourbagsandleaveleaving

mebehind.Idontknowwhatsburninginsideof

youbutdealwithitandleavemeandmyproblems

alone.

Hehangupandsheslowlysayonthebedastears

burnedhereyesuntiltheyflowed.

AttheClinic.

Kagisosatintheuberthatwasparkingoutside

lookingatthephonetrackeranxiouslywaitingfor



hertocomeout.

Kagiso:heyman..howaccuratearethisphone

trackers?

Driver:Definitelynot100%accurate.

Kagiso:Great.

Hesighedswitchinghisphoneoffandspottedher

walkingoutholdingasmallplasticheadingtoher

carthenhesteppedoutjoggingover.Hepulledher

handstartlingherbuteventuallyrelaxedseeinghim

andsmiledhugginghim.

Rose:IthoughtIwasnevergoingtoseeyouforthe

day.

Kagiso:SodidI.Whatwhereyougettinginthere?

Rose:Painkillers.

Kagiso:Seriously?



Rose:Seriously.

Kagiso:Mydriverhasaheadachecanweplease

haveonetablet?

Rose:(swallowed)uhm..letmegobuyyouguys

some.

Sheattemptedtogowhenhepulledherbyher

waistandgrabbedtheplasticraisinghishandas

shetriedtograbitwithapoundingheart.

Rose:(teary)Givemetheplastic.

Kagiso:What'sinhere?

Rose:Mypainkillers.

Kagiso:Areyougoingtofinishallofthemrefusing

uswithjustone?Areyouplanningtokillyourself

ofoverdose.

Rose:(jumped)Thethoughtcrossedmymindbut

no.I'mnotplanningondieingyet.NotuntilIfinally

gettobewithyou.



Kagiso:'Yournot'yetyourplanningonkilling

anotherperson.

Herheartskippedmakingherfeellikeitstuckon

herthroatandherpalmsgotsweatyinstantlyasthe

sensationtopeewashedherbody.

Rose:(crying)I-I-uhm..

Kagiso:Youkillourbaby,youlosemeforgood.

AndImeanitRosella.

Hepinnedtheplasticonherchestlookingherdeep

intheeyesandsheheldtheplasticwithshaky

handsnotknowingwhattosayordo.Hesmiled

poitinghertothecarwithhisheadandshequickly

ranwithlockedlegsgettingindrivingoff.

Kagisosighedlookingupattheskybefore

signalinghisdriverhe'scomingandwentaroundto

therestroom.

Meanwhileablackcitycardrovenearbythetoilets



andtwomensteppedoutsprayingchloroformona

handkerchiefwalkinginsidethetoilets.

Kagisozippedhispantsafterreleasinghimselfand

wenttowashhishandswhenamanstoodnextto

himandhefrowned.

Kagiso:Eita.

Man:Ola.

Henarrowedhiseyebrowswhenanotheroneput

thehandkerchiefonhisnostrils.Hetriedfighting

asheslowlygotweekuntilheblankedoutandthey

carriedhimtothedoorwherethecarwaswaiting

,puttinghiminthebootbeforerushingtotheir

sidesandspedoff.
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[08/02,13:59]Lynne :Chapter86

Thenextday.

Atthehospital

OdirilewalkedinwithasportbagandaMcDonald's



drinkplacingthebagonBreeze'sfacewhowasstill

asleep.

Odirile:Wakeupsleepyhead!

Breeze:(yawnspushingthebagoff)WTFdude.I'm

apatient,atleasttreatmelikeone

Odirile:Tomeyournotapatient.Getup,you've

beeninhereforawhilenow.It'stimeyougosleep

onyourownbed.

Breeze:Right.Where'sKagiso?YesterdayIdozed

offafterspeakingwithAbigailwhilehewentonto

findhislover.

Odirile:Rose?(Heshakeshishead)Noman.You

gattatellthiskidtoleavethisgirlalone.

Breeze:DontyouthinkItried?He'sdownwithher.

Bigtime.

Odirile:Nodude.Maybeyoushouldtryalittle

harderthistime.Andwhywhereyoutalkingto

Abigail?Isitaboutthedivorce?

Breeze:No,itwasaboutthisthingshecoursed



betweenmeandJack.Imean,Idontunderstand

whyshe'dstickhernoseinthefamily'sbusiness

whenshemadeherpointclearbyleavingme.The

truthwasgoingtorevealitsself,onewayor

another.Itdidn'treallyhavetocomeoutfromher.

She'sgettingonmynerves,Iswear.

Odirile:Yeahitdidn'thaveto,butlookonthebright

side.Sheclearedthewayforyouthanforyouto

carrytheburdenoftruthforthatperiodoftimeyou

werewillingtogoon.

Breeze:Butseriously?Didshereallyhavetospill

thebinsthesamedayIwenttomeetmysonforthe

firsttime?Abigailwantsmorethanjusther

freedom,shewantsmedead.

Odirile:Nowyourexaggerating.Goonchange,

maybeKagisoiswithRosella.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Jackwalkedintothebedroomandstoodbylooking



atthebabyinitscotpeacefullysleeping.He

walkedoverputtinghishandsinthepocketand

watchedhimtakingeverybreathintohislungsand

hecouldn'tbemoremad.

Jack:Ihateyourfather.Andyouboy-yourthe

consentreminderofyourmother'sevildoingwith

him.Butnottoworry.Iwasthinkingofspeeding

upmyrevenge.Thisway,wecanlivetogetherasa

familywithoutmelookingatyouwithangerandmy

noseonmyforehead.

Hesighedwalkingouttakingouthisphonedialing

Monique.

Monique:MrLyon

Jack:ChangeofplansMonique.Howaboutwe

meetnow?IpromiseI'llmakeitworthyourwhile.

Monique:Sure.

Jack:Samelocation.



HehangupviewingapictureofKagisotiedona

chairweak,inadarkroomthatonlyhadadimlight

abovehisheadstillout.Hesmiledpickinghiscar

keysandputthephoneinhispocket.

Jane:Canwetalk?

Heturnedlookingatherholdingabottleofmilkand

sighedwalkingaway.

Jack:Notnow.

Janebitherlipwatchinghimshutthedoorbehind

himandshewalkedupthestairstoRose's

bedroomknocking.Roserepliedfromtheinside

withafaintvoiceandshewalkedinclosingthe

doorbehindher.



Jane:Howareyoufeeling?

Rose:Momwhy?

Jane:Whywhat?

Rose:Whydidyoucallhim?Doyoureallyhateme

thatmuchthatyouwantmetomisstheonly

chancetomyhappinesscourseofamistakeIdid?

Jane:Thatbabyisnotamistake.Youhadsexwith

thefatherwillingly,notbecouseyouweregoing

throughsomestuff.Andasforyourhappiness,

Kagisomightsayordoanythingbuthecantstay

awayfromyou.He'llalwaysbearound,that'swhat

youshouldbegratefuloff.

Rose:(shouts)Idontwanthimtobearound,Iwant

himtobewithme!Fulltime!For-ever!What

wouldthisbabygiveme?Joy?Peace?Kagisowill

nevereverbewithmebecauseofitandnowthathe

foundout,he'sgoodbyewillbeforgoodthistime

becouseofyourstupidlousymouth!

Jane:DontyoudaretalktomelikethatRosella!

I'myourmother,showmesomerespect!IfKagiso

lovesyou,he'llcarelessifyoucomewithababyor



alone.Ifhedoesn't,hewon'taccepteitherofyou.

Nowstopsulkingandputyourbiggirlpanties

courseyournowupgradingtobeamother.Take

responsibilityforyourownactionsandstop

pointingfingers.Faceyourproblemsandstop

hidingbehindmasks.

Rose:HowamIevenyoutofacethemwhenhe

doesn'tevenwanttotalknorevenlookatme?

(teary)Lastnighthesaid"ourbaby".Hesaid"if

youkillOURbaby".IdontknowifhemeantwhatI

hopehemeantorhewasjustsayingthattoprevent

mefromtakingthepills.

Jane:HemeantitRosella.Imightnotknowthis

guybuthelookslikehekeepshiswordandmeans

everlastoneofthem.Helovesyouandnothingwill

everchangethat.Noteventhebabyyourcarrying.

Rose:Yeah...(laysflat)...that'sit-hemeansevery

wordhesays.Maybehemeantittoowhenhesays

hedoesn'tlovemeanymore.Thathehatesmeand

he'dratherwakeupalonethanwakeuptomyface.



AtAbigail'shouse.

Abigailtossedonthebedbeforefacingtheceiling

andexhaled.Shecouldsleeplastnightthinking

aboutwhatBreezesaidandwhatJackwasaboutto

do.Somehowshefoundhimcorrect.Ifshehadn't

actedlikeabitterex-wifethiswouldn'thavegone

thisfar.

ShetossedpickingherphonelookingatSagis

pictureasherwallpapersmilinginagardenof

sunflowersholdingherhatwearingasummerdress.

Thiswerethehappymomentsandshemissedthat.

Beingaroundheralwayskeptherincheckandnow

thatshe'sgone,sheisofftherail.Wonderif

shell6beproudofthethingsshedid.

Shesighedunlockingitwhenacallcamethrough.

Abigail:Andhowareyoucallingme?

Jack:OhIgotoutlastnightsweetheart.Iguess

yourstupidhusbandisn'tascleverashethinkheis



.Whywouldhedropthecase?

Abigail:Youknowwhattheysay-'Keepyour

enemiesclose'somaybethat'swhathe'sdoing

sincehecan'twhenyourinthere.

Jack:WellthenIguessit'salsotruewhentheysay

'Greatmindsthinkalike'.UnfortunatelyIsawhim

waybeforehecanevenseeitinhim.

Abigail:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Jack:Thatit'stimeIgetmypayback.(Hangsup)

Abigail:Jack!Jack!

Shetookthephoneoffherearlookingatitbefore

jumpingoffthebedandgotdressedpickinghercar

keyswithherheartracingthenwentoutfixingher

hair

AttheLyonsMansion.

Odirileparkedoutsideandsighedleaningback.



Breezesteppedputofthecarholdinghischestto

decreasethepainabitbeforewalkingtothehouse

pressingthedoorbellandsteppedback.

Dineoopenedthedoorforhimwithasmilethen

openeditwideforhimtogetin.

Dineo:LetmegocallMrsLyon,MrLyonwentout

awhileago.

Breeze:Ohnoitsohk,Ijustwanttoasksomething.

Didn'tyouseemysoncomeherelastnightorsaw

himbychanceinhere?

Dineo:NoMrLyon.IonlysawRosellawhogot

hereallbyherself.

Breeze:Heardsheopensuptoyou,didn'tshesay

anythingaboutherwhereaboutsfortherestofthe

day?

Dineo:Sheonlytoldmeshewasgoingtothe

hospitaltogogetherparents,butthencamelater

afterMrsLyonwhocamebyherself.MrLyonhad

alreadyarrivedalongtimebeforethem .



Breeze:Ohkthanksgorgeous.(Leaves)

Dineo:(smiling)Noproblem.

Hewalkedoutandsheshookherheadwhenshe

heardvoicesarguingupstairsandshesighed

shakingherheadgirlbacktowork.Ifyouevertry

tofigureoutwhat'shappeninginthisfamily?You'd

goinsane.

BreezeapproachedthecargettinginandOdirile

wastednotimeanddroveout.

Odirile:Whereishe?

Breeze:Definitelynothere.I'mgettingworried

courseheknowsnootherhousearoundhere

exceptforthebothofthisones.

Odirile:Youworryalotaboutthisboy,hesnota

littleboy.Hecantakecareofhimself.I'msurehe

wenttoyourhouse.

Breeze:Ifhehadgonethere,I'dhaveseenif

there'ssomeoneinmyhouseoverthephonebut



thenmyphonestayedsilentallthislong.Noalarm

triggered.

Odirile:Thisguyisoldenough,stoptreatinghim

likea6yearoldwantingtoknowabouthe's

whereaboutswheneverheleavesyoursite.

AtBreezeshouse.

Later...

Theybothsteppedoutofthecarshuttingthedoors

andwalkedtothehouseputtingthepinbythedoor

anditunlockedbeforetheywentin.Youknowthe

feelingoffeelinglikenoonehasbeenarounda

housefordays?Yepthesameone,naturalfeeling.

Thefeelingwashedoverboththeirbodiesandthey

lookedatoneanotherasOdirileclosedthedoor

behindhim.

Odirile:Maybehefoundfriends.(shrugs)Or

maybewithAbigail.Theyseemedtohaveamother



-sonconnectionbuildingifnotromantic.

Breezerolledhiseyestakingouthisphonedialing

herashewalkedtothekitchentopourthemjuice.

Abigail:(clearsthroat)Hii

Breeze:Hey...AreyouwithKagiso?

Abigail:(choked)Uhm..no.Haven'tseenhimina

while.Why?

Breeze:Nothing.Thankyou.

Hehangupbeforeshecouldsayanythingfurther

andwalkedtothekitchenwhenhisphonerang.He

lookedattheunfamiliarnumberandfrownedbefore

answering.

Woman:IsthisBreezeLyon?

Breeze:Yeah,who'sasking?



Woman:ItsKagiso'smother.

Hisheartskippedtohisthroatwhenhequickly

pulledhisdrinkandgalpeditwithOdirilestaringat

himwithoneeyebrowupleaningonthecounter.

Breeze:Hello.Howareyou?

Veronica:I'mnotsureyet.Mysonpromisedtocall

meeverytimebuthedidn't,andnowwhenIcallhim

,hedoesn'tpickupbutinsteaditgoesstraightto

voicemail.

Breeze:(clearsthroat)Oh..

Veronica:Yess.AndIknowaboutthewhole

chosenthingwhichIdontsupportcoursenotonlyi

feellikenotonlyishehesenttohelpthatgirlbut

thewholefamily.Ispentmonthsworriedabouthim

andopeningmissingpersoncases,eventuallythey

stopedhelpingthinkinI'msomeonewho'sdisturbed.

Andwithallthat,I'drecieveaonetimecallfrom

himwhichwasn'tenough.



Breeze:Iunderstand.

Veronica:Iknowyoucareabouthimlookingat

whatyou'vebeendoingandthatheevenconsiders

youashisfather,thenyou'dunderstandtoothatI

missmysonaroundme.He'stheonlyoneI'mleft

withandIcan'tpretendlikeI'mfinewithhimbeing

awayfrommeforsolong.I'musedtohavinghim

here.

Breeze:....

Veronica:CanIpleasetalktohimcourseIcant

shakethismotherlyfeelingthatsomethingisnot

righttomakesurehe'sfine?Please.

Breeze:(looksatOdirile)Uhm..hewentout.He's

withmybrotherschild,theywenttothemall.

Veronica:Aren'tyouguysstillinthehospital?

Breeze:Ohno,Igotoutthismorning.

Veronica:Hopeyourdoingfine.

Breeze:Iamthankyou.

Veronica:Yourwelcome.Pleasetellhimtocallme

withinanhourorelseI'mcatchingataxi.



Breeze:(bithislip)Willdo.

Veronica:Thanks.Getwell.

Breeze:Thanks.

Shehangupandhethrewhisphoneonthecounter

goingtogrababottleofwhiskeycomingtopour

himselfaglassfull.

Odirile:(getsoffthechair)heytakeiteasy.Who

wasthat?

Breeze:Hismother.Shehasafeelingthat

somethingishappeningtohersonandcan'tshake

itoff.

Odirile:I'msureit'sjustafeeling,it'llpass.

Breeze:She'shismother.Shetheonethatcarried

himformonths,theyhaveaspecialconnection

andKagisoalwayshadbeenaroundherandnever

leftherside.Shehasthestrongestfeelingthat

there'ssomethinghappeningevenifshe'sfaraway

fromhim.That'swhatmakesyourmothercallyou



everytimeyourabouttobeindanger,dontyouever

askyourselfwhy?Mothersandchildrensharea

verystronglovebond.

Odirile:Itscouldbeaninstinct.

Breeze:Butthisismorethanjustaninstinctifshe

cancall'ME'!Shenevercalledmebefore.Thisis

forthefirsttimeshetalkedtomeanditterrifiesthe

helloutofme.She'shavingamotherlyintuition.

Thesamefeelingeverymotherreceiveswhentheir

childrenareindanger.AndIwontignorethat.

Hebithisliplookingathimbeforefrowning.He's

beenwithAbigailforyearsandhealwaysknew

whenshewasnotfinefromhertone.Hegrabbed

hisphoneshakinghisheadanddialedher.

Abigail:Twiceaday.Hiiagain.

Breeze:Twice,yeahsolet'smakethisonemore

useful.Where'sKagiso?

Abigail:(swallowed)Idon'tknow.



Breeze:Who'satyourhouse?

Abigail:Mymotherandmysister.

Breeze:(tense)Ohkdarling,tellthemtopackwhat

theycancarry,I'mburningthehousedown.

Abigail:(heartskipped)What!

Hehangupbeforeshecansayanythingfurther

puttingthephonedownlookingatOdirilewho's

eyeswidenedandhismouthpartlyopenshocked

aswell.

Odirile:What!?

Breeze:AndImeanit.Sheknowssomething.

(Looksatthephone)Comeonlove,5;4;3;2

and..(rings)1.

HesmilespickingitandwinksatOdirileanswering.



Abigail:IthinkitsJack.Earlierhecalledsayinghe

speduphisrevenge.Healsotoldmethathe'll

attackyouateverydirectionclosettoyourheart.

Throughyourkids.

Breeze:Domeaonelastfavourlove,nexttimeI

call-tryhardnottowastemytime.

Hecutthecallgulpingthewholeliquorheading

upstairs.

Odirile:Howdidyouknowshewasgoingtocall

back?

Breeze:Youknowwhenyouspendhalfofyourlife

withsomeone,youlearnmoreabouttheirways

thattheyknowlessaboutthemselves.

HequicklywentupstairsandOdirile'sheartskipped

standinguptofollowhim.



Odirile:That'snotgood.

Andindeeditwasn't.Hestoppedonhistracks

lookingathimwalkoverholdinghisgunchecking

thebulletsbeforeputtingittogetherandpickedthe

sportcarkeysinthedrawerbythedoorheadingout

.

Odirile:Yournotgoingtokillhim,areyou?

Breeze:(smirked)Watchme.

Hefollowedhimtothegaragewherehegotinand

startedtheenginedrivingoutwithfullspeed.

Herantohiscartakingouthisphoneandcalled

theirmosttrustedmengettinginanddroveoff

followinghim.

Odirile:Yourbosshasfinallylostit.Hischains

havegoneloseinthatheadofhis.Trackdownhis



SSCTuatara,he'sridinginit.

Stone:Onit.
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[08/02,14:00]Lynne :Chapter87

InOdirile'scar.

Odirilesteppedontheacceleratortakingouthis

phonefromthepocketanddialedBreezeputting

himonloudspeaker.

Breeze:Iknowwhatyourgoingtosayandletme

tellyoubeforeyoucouldpreachforme.Itain't

gonnawork.IfIdarehearanyonesayingthewords

"yourbrother"IswearI'llhuntthemandslittheir

throat.

Odirile:(shrugs)Yoursiblingthen.

Breeze:(scoff)Dumbhead.

Odirile:Forrealdude.Slowdownandlet'stalk

aboutthis.Let'scallhimandfindoutwhathe

wantsfirstbeforeyoucouldgothereinrage.



Breeze:Jackwantsnothingbuttoseemydead

cropslayinginaboxgoingsixfitunderwithasuit

andawhiteshirt.Hekeepsremindingmethatand

nowheusesmyboyasleveragetogettome.

That'snotwhatabrotherdoestoanother.Solet

mejustdealwiththismyway.

Odirile:Fineyouwill,butpleasetellmewhatyour

goingtodoandIpromiseIwon'ttrytostopyouor

sabotageyourplan.I'llstandbyyou.

Breeze:Nothingserious.

Odirile:Ohohk,sowhat'sthatyourgoingtodo?

Breeze:hetookmysonasleveragesoingonnado

thesame.RememberDan?

Odirile:Uhmm...

Breeze:Theguywemetthelasttimeat808onthe

rooftomakeadeal.Theonethatwantedwoman

andchildren.

Odirile:NoBreezeyournot!Roseisyouronlyniece

andKagisowillneverforgiveyouforthis.

Breeze:Therearealotofgirlsinthistownhecan



pickone.Ifiguredthatdeathwillbemoremerciful

soIcameupwiththat.Ifanythinghappenstome

oranymemberofmyfamily,hepayswithhis

daughter'sdignity,health,lifeandall.Withthat

Rosewilllivetohateherfatherwitheveryinchof

hermind,bodyandsoul.Whilehewouldsufferthe

guilttodeathandevenafterdeathhissoulwillnot

restunabletoforgivehimselfcoursehecouldn't

makepeacewithhisONLYchild.SobasicallyRose

willbetheonetosufferherfather'sconsequence.

AndImighteventargethissourceofincome,who

knows?

Odirile:That'sjustcruel.Rosedoesn'thavetoget

involvedinthis.Bothkidshavebeenthrough

enoughalreadyandbothofyouastheirfathers

keepaddingmoresalttotheirwounds.Thishas

nothingtodowithKagiso,AirnorRosebutyou,

JackandJane.Leavethekidsoutofthisandsort

outyourmesswithoutinvolvingthem.

Breeze:OdiriledoyouthinkI'menjoyingthis?It

hurtsme.Ithurtsthatmyonlyclosememberof

familyisstrikingmeateverysiteevenwhenItryto



runawayfromhim.HeislikeabugIcan'tgetrid

offeventhoughitinflictspainonme.Ithurtsthat

rightnowIhavetousetheonlynieceIhavealsoas

leverage.ThattheonlypersonIsohavecloseto

myheartasasonisalwaystheonegettingcought

inmyfamilydrama.Idon'twanttoseehimnor

Roseinpainbuthekeepspushingmybuttons.

Odirile:Iknowthatyou'vebeentryingtoavoidhim

atallcostbut-youknowwhat?Sendmeyour

location

Breeze:No.

Odirile:Excuseme?

Breeze:Odirileyoubeingherewillruineverything.

YouknowIlistentoyoumorethananyoneandI

knowyou'lltrytostopmesoIcanttellyouwhere

I'mheaded.I'msorrybutyoullhavetoletmedo

thisonmyown.

Odirile:Bre-(hangup)

Heclenchedhisjawsandsighedincreasingthe



volumelisteningtoWizKhalifaftCharliePuth-See

youagainwhenhisphonerecievedanotification.

Hepickeditandsmiledinrelieflookingatthe

locationsthatkeepclockingonhisphone.

AtaPetrolstation.

Breezesteppedoutofthecarlookingataman

liftingthree20litersofpetroltohisvanandhe

approachedhim.

Fewminuteslaterhetookouthiscardandwent

intothebankthatwasnearbyandtookoutsome

R1000andwenttogiveittomanthenhetookthe

bottlestohiscar.Hegotinandtookouthisphone

drivingout.

Jack:Brother.

Breeze:thatwordneverhadanimpactcoming

fromyourmouth.BringmykidbackJack.This

gameyourplayingofkidnappingmychildislame,



evenforyou.Neverpicturedyouasthetypeto

stoopsolow,whatwentwrong?

Jack:Idontknowwhatyourtalkingabout.

Breeze:Jackyourfeudiswithme,youdonthave

tograbmykidintothis.Bringmykidbackandyou

canhaveme.Killmeorwhatever,justletKagiso

go.

Jack:(laughs)Yourcallingmetoaskmetoend

yourpatheticlife,whosanklownow?Never

picturedyouasthetypetothrowtoweljustlikethat!

Toloweryourweaponbeforethewarevenstarts.

Breeze:Jackifyourenjoyingthis,don'tthinkthat

wealldo.Thisisnotagameofthronesyourtalking

aboutpeopleliveshere.AndnoI'mnotlowering

anyweapon,I'mjustbowingwiththeminmyhands

askingyoutoendthisbeforeitcouldgetworse.Let

Kagisogoandsortoutyourdifferenceswithme.

Jack:(laughsintears)Differences?ReallyBreeze?

Youcallsleepingwithmywifeandprocreatethe

differencebetweenus?

Breeze:youknowI'mstartingtonotfeelsorryfor



whathappenedbutactuallybemoregratifiedofmy

self.Thatbabywasconceivedoutoflove.Not

becausewewerejusthookingup,butbecausewe

alsohadstringsthatmadeitevengoodbeforethey

cametopass.Butanyway-

Jack:HowisSagi,bytheway?Doessheknow

yourbusyouthereplayingfatheroftheyearwhile

sherotsinthementalprisonputbyyoursocalled

sidechick?withyourbabyontopofthat.

Breeze:(clenchedjaws)YoureachherIswearto

GodJack,I'llbetherealcastoutofheavenhimself

andshowyouhellwithbothyoureyeballsout

shovedintoyourlittleslutsmouth.

Jack:Threats,threatsandthreatsafterthreats.

Whataboutactionlittlebrother.Showmeyour

worstsidebesidesmakingbabieswithother

people'swivesandrobbingbanks.21h00tonightat

thecontainersbysea.Dontbelate.Ohandcome

aloneoryou'llreceiveyoursonsheadwrappedina

giftbox.



Breeze'seyewelledupinpainwhenhepulledon

thesideoftheroadandletthemdrop.Familyhas

alwaysbeeneveryone'sgreatestweaknessand

nowthathementionedSagi,hisbatterywentfrom

50to0.Allhispowerdrainedoutofhissystem.

Shebelievedinhimandnowhe'llfailhertothelast.

Jackisright,hislifeismessedupasitisandnow

allhewishesisforittoendsothateveryonecanbe

freeofhisgrip.Clearlyhewontbeabletodothis

onhisownheneededabrotherbyhisside.He

pickeduphisphonerubbinghistearandleanedon

thewheel.

Odirile:pleasetellmeyouhaven'tdoneanything

yet.

Breeze:(sobb)Whereareyou?

Odirile:Areyouohk?

Breeze:NoI'mnot.(Teary)I'moutofit.Idont

knowwhattodo.Kagiso'smotherneedshersonas

inlikeyesterdayandmycruelbrotherhashimtogo

againstmeandnowhethinksofreachingoutto



Sagi.ManIdontknowwhatI'mgoingtodo.

Odirile:Holdon.

Hehangupandhesighedasmoretearsrolled

downhischeeks.Thedooropenedandheturned

hisheadlookingatOdirilelookingathimsadly.

Odirile:Comehereman.

Hegotoutofthecarwhenheattackedhimwitha

bigfat,warm,heartful,tighthug.Hehuggedhim

backandbrokedownonhisshouldermaking

Odirile'seyesalsoburnwithtears.He'sneverseen

hisfriendbrokenlikethisanditbrokehim.Breeze

heldontohimashistearswethisshirt.Thisis

whathewantedafterthelonghourshehad.

Odirile:Itsohkman.I'mhere.I'llhelpyouandI'll

betherewithyou.We'regonnagetthemback-

we'llbringthemhome.



Breeze:hesaidIshouldcomealone.Tonightat

21h00.

Odirile:Well,you'llgotherealone.AndI'llfollow

after.Butonlyifyoupromisemethatyou'llleave

Roseoutofthis.

Breezepulledfromthehuglookingathimbefore

puttingbothhishandonhisfaceandrubbedthe

tearsthenlookedathimagain.

Breeze:Youforrealrightnow?

Odirile:Damnstraight!Youleavethekidoutofthis

.Breezeyournottheonetohurtkids.DontletJack

turnyouintothemonsteryouburiedinsideofyou.

Dontlethimgettoyoulikethatforyoutouse

childrenasyourwayintosomeone.Yourbetter

thanthatmancomeon.

AtRose'shouse.



Rosesatinfrontofthemirrorlookingatherself.

Shepicturedhowthebabywasconceivedwhen

sheshookherheadandtookherphonelookingat

Mxolisi'snumber.It'sbestifshetellshimnowthan

keepingthisasecrettoherselfandhaveKagisoas

thefather,that'sifhemeantit.

[08/02,14:00]Lynne :Continued.

InRose'sroom.

Rosesatinfrontofthemirrorlookingatherself.

Shepicturedhowthebabywasconceivedwhen

sheshookherheadandtookherphonelookingat

Mxolisi'snumber.It'sbestifshetellshimnowthat

keepingthisasecrettoherselfandhaveKagisoas

thefather,that'sifhemeantit.Butitwouldn'tbe

fairtoKagiso.Notafterthestrugglehewent

through.

Mxolisiisthefather.Hedeservestobeinhis

child'slifeandhecanttakethatawayfromherchild

.Shetookashortprayerbeforedialinghim.



Mxolisi:Hello.

Rose:Hii.

Mxolisi:Howareyou?

Rose:I'mgood.You?

Mxolisi:I'mgood.

Hearinghisdeepvoicejustremindedheroftheir

timetogetherandhowitruinedeverythingforher.

Shesighedwhensuddenlyherheartskippedwhen

sherememberedthatthatwasthreemonthsago.

Shequicklystoodupandpulledherdresslooking

athertummybutitwasn'tofthepersonwhowas

workingherwaytothroughtheforthmonthtothe

fifthmonth.Maybesheshould'vedonethat

ultrasoundscanning.

Shesatdownrubbingherfacethenbalancedher

headwithherhandlookingatherselfonthemirror.



Mxolisi:Iseverythingohk?

Rose:Doyoulovekids?

Mxolisi:(chuckles)Isthatatrickquestion?Of

courseIdo.They'readorable.

Rose:Mmh-hmm.Andwouldyouliketohaveone?

Hewentsilentonthephonewithoutanymovement

orsoundheardwhenherheartpoundedsohard

shecouldliterallyfeelitonherthroat.

InMxolisi'shouse.

Meanwhilebackhere.Mxolisihadputthephone

underapillowsoshewonthearhimjumpingup

anddownandpunchingtheairinjoy.Hecalmed

downandcollectedhimselfbeforesittingdownand

pulleditputtingitonhisear.

Mxolisi:Sorrywhat?



Rose:Isaidwouldyouliketohaveone?

Mxolisi:Areyoupregnant?

Rose:Stopansweringmyquestionwithaquestion

andanswerthedamnquestion.Wouldyou?

Mxolisi:(smiling)yeah.

Rose:ohk.Buckleupthen.Yourgoingtobea

daddyinfiveorsixmonths.

Mxolisi:Areyouserious?

Rose:ifyouthinkIgotpregnanttotrapyouthen

yourwrong.Ididn'tknowIwaspregnantandifyou

dontwanttobeinthisbaby'slife,yournotforced

to.KagisoandIcanlookafterthebabyandpretty

surehe'lldoaverygreatjobasafatherraisinghim

orher.

Mxolisi:Yourwillingtogivemychildtoanother

manRosella?AndnoIdidn'tthinkofthat.I'm

happywiththenewsbutnowyoudroppedmy

moodwiththisKagisoguy.I'mthefatherandI'll

lookaftermykidandtakeresponsibility.IfKagiso

wantedachild,whycanthemakeoneforhimself?



IfitstruethatismychildthenI'mverymuchhappy

toco-parent.

Rose:Whyareyougettingworkedup?

Mxolisi:yourgettingmeworkedup!Does

everythingalwayshavetorevolvearoundthisguy

ofyours?That'smychildandyournotgivingitto

him.Icantakecareofit.Itsmine.

Rose:"our"child.Andpleasedontpampermeand

allthat,Icanhandlethisonmyown.Anddontbe

tryingtoacttoughprotectivedaddy,youdontknow

whatmighthappen.Andthisbetterbethelast

timeyoutalkabouthimlikethatorelseyou'llnever

seethischild.Ever.Sincewhendidyougetthis

cocky?

Mxolisi:I'msorry.Justthat,that'smyonlychild.

Probablytheonlythingthatmatterstomethemost

inthisworld.Thankyou.

Rose:Itsohk.Bye

Mxolisi:bye.Holdon,whenareyougoingfor

checkup?



Rose:Idon'tknow.AndIdon'tthinkI'llbeneeding

any.

Mxolisi:(laughs)youdosoundlikeanewbiemom

tobe.Rosellayouneedtogoforcheckuptomake

sureyouandthebabyarefine.There'snothing

wrongwithgoingforcheckups.Especiallycourse

youralwaysstressed.

Rose:Well,fromnowonIchosemyself.It'sme

onlyandifanyonegoesagainstthatandtrytorub

mypastinmyfaceit'sonthem.I'mdone!

Mxolisi:Goodgirl.Bye.

Hehangupthrowinghimselfonthebedkickinglike

ababywhenhisphonevibratedonthebed.He

sighedwithahugesmileandpickeditlookingat

Abigailscall

Mxolisi:HelloAbi.

Abigail:(breathsheavily)Areyouhome?

Mxolisi:(frowned)Yeah..why?



Abigail:Ineedafriend.

Mxolisi:Oh-ohkyoucancomeover.

Hehangupbitinghisliplookingaroundbefore

quicklypackingeverythingtowhereitbelongedso

shecouldgethereandfindeverythinginplace.

Atthementalprison.

Sagisataroundatablewiththreemorewoman

who'shairwasmessedlikehelljustlikehers.She

pickedanappleandwipeditonherclothesbefore

bitingitwhenshefeltasharppainonherabdomen.

Sheflinchedcoursingallofthemtolookather

whenshebreathedinandoutandsighedputtingon

thatneutralfaceandbitherapple.Thepainstruck

heragainandthistimeshereleasedascreamwhen

everyoneturnedlookingather.

Woman1:Isitthebaby?



Woman2:Whereisthefather?

Woman1:Iknowthepain.That'swhyIdrowned

minetryingtopunishherforthepaininthelabour

room.

Sagifrownedlookingatherbeforepickingherglass

ofwaterandgalpeditbutonlythenthepain

increasedevenmore.

Sagi:(screaming)help!Aaahh!

Woman1:Putheronthetable!

Woman3:Why?!

Woman1:Weneedtotakethebabyout!Itshurting

her.Ihaveaknife!

Sagi:(frowned)youwouldn'tdarecutmybabies

outyouoffchaindumpasspsychoslut!Touchme

andyou'lllosethosesamehandyouusedtodrown

yourbabystupidwanker!Aaahh!

Woman1:(crying)Shehurtme!



Sagi:GetawayfrommebeforeIignorethispain

andsmashyouremptyheadonthistablebitch!

Moooaaaaahhh!Wherearethebloodysecurity'sor

wardersshit!

Shefeltwarmliquidbetweenherlegsandsheput

herhandanditcamebackwithblood.Herheart

skippedwhentwowarderscamerushinginand

wrappedherhandsaroundtheirneckswalkingher

outtotheotherexitshehardlyrecognizedasshe

gotweakerandweaker.

Sagi:Hey..wherearewegoing?(Shetriesto

escape)No!Notthere.Pleaseno!Whereareyou

takingme?Ineedadoctor!(crying)please

...please.Mybabies.Please!(Fainting)Mybabies..

Herheaddroppedjustastheyputherinan

ambulancethentwoparamedicsattendedherasit

alsodrovetowardsadifferentdirectionandnotthe

Hospital.



*

*

*

Later_21h00

*

*

*

AttheContainersStorage

Breezedrovearoundthecontainersbeforeparking

nexttoablackCitycarandsighedshovingthegun

onhisbandthenpulledhissweatersteppingout.

Heshutthedoorlookingaroundwhenashort

(dwarf)manwalkedovertohim.

Breeze:(tohimself)Wow-ohk.



Themanstoodinfrontofhimandhelookeddown

onhimnotknowingwhattosaytohim.Butthenhe

wasn'thereforthatbuthisboy.

Man:I'mKingsley.Followingme.

Hesighedputtinghishandsinthepocketwhenhis

phonerangandthemanturnlookingathimasifhe

wasthebosshere.Breezefrownedlookingathim

andscoffedtakingitoutlookingatthescreenthen

bithislip.

Kingsley:Whoisthat?Nobackupremember?

Breeze:WouldyoujustshutupbeforeIstepon

yourbrainsanddoasyourtold.Stayoutofmy

business.Youdontknowme.

Kingsley:ButIknowyourhereforyoursonandI

alsoknowthatyournotallowedtobeherewith

someoneorhedies.Soitseighteryoutellmewho



itisorIcalltheshot.Simple.

Breezelookedathimbeforegivinghimhisphone

onlybecausehewasdesperatetogethissonoutof

thisandhehadtoplayalong.Kingsleylookedat

himthenbackatthescreen.

Kingsley:Iknowthisgame.Youstoredyourmen

asladiesjustsowewontanswer,right?

Breeze:Neverknewthatahumanbrainis

determinedbytheirheight.Thanksforthelesson

ofthedayKing

HepathisshoulderpassinghimwhenKingsley

frustratedlythrewhisphoneonthegroundand

steppedonitcountlesstimesmakingBreezestop

onhistracksandlookathim.Helookedathimand

couldn'thelpevenwhenhe'sangrytolaugh

eventuallydid.Thissitewassomethingelse.

Kingsleylookedathimbeforetryingtokickitbut



missedsohepickeditandthrewitinthewater

beforedustinghishandsandbreathedoutwalking

towardshim.

Breeze:Andangertoo.Ialwaysknewthatone.My

shawtiehasitto.

Kingsleypacedoverandheshookhishead

followingforadistancewhenKingsleystoppedand

pointedforhimtogoover.Breezebithislipthen

keptwalkingwhenhesteppedonsomethingand

thehaironhisbodystoodupandhisbrainsent

signalstohiswholebody.Hisheartpounded

lookingathisfootandyeah,onemoremove,then

boom!

Thelightswentonflashingonhimandhehidhis

eyesandwhenhemovedhishandhisheartsank

crackingit'swaydown.

Breeze:Kagiso!Kagiso!



Jack:(onspeaker)Iwouldn'tmoveifIwereyou.

Breeze:Youthinkthisisamovieorsomething.

Whatthehellisthis?Lethimgo!

Jack:Seethatbombunderneathyourfootwillnot

killyou,butinsteadit'llblowhim.Sothismeans

hislifeisinyourhands.Onemoremovethenits

byebyedearson.JustlikeIlostmywifewhenyou

shotyouplantsinher.

Breeze:JackIsaidIwassorry.IknowIwronged

youandIcanttakebackwhatIdid,allIcansayis

I'msorry!Ohk!Justlethimgoandtakemeinstead.

Yourfightisnotwithhim.It'swithme.

Jack:Yourright!Butyouknowthatineverywar-

theinnocentonesarethemostaffected.You

shouldhavethoughtaboutthat.Breezenotonly

didyoumakeababywithher-youstrippedmemy

dignityandtoremyfamilyapart.She'smylifeand

youtookherawayfromme.Withthatyourgoingto

payhardforthedamageyou'vecoursed.For

breakingmymarriageandforhavingababywith

mywife.



Breeze:Fine-justlethimgofirstplease.He's

innocentinthis.

Jack:(laughs)What?Lethimgo?Nobrother.It

wouldn'tbeafungameifitwasn'tforhim.

Breeze:Youlosecanofabrother,youseriously

thinkthisisagame?Jack-

Jack:Areyouinorwhat?Ifnot-Icaneasilytell

myguyrighttheretopushyouthenpuff!Game

over,wecanallgohomehappy.

BreezeshookhisheadandlookedatKagisowho

lookedlikehewasbeatenandelectrocuted.

Seeingthosewireswrappedonhisseatand

unconscioushecouldjustscreaminpainrightnow.

Breeze:Fine-whatisit?

Jack:Finally-weareplayingDealersChoice.

Breeze:(frowned)WaitwhatdoyoumeanDealers

Choice?Jackwhathaveyoudone?



Jack:IthinkImighthavetakenitalittletoofar.So

Iwentonandmadeacallthenmanagedtogetyour

babymama.Poisonedher.(chuckles)Nodont

worry,she'snotdead.YET!Rightnowaswe

speakshe'slayingonasurgictableandluckyherI

foundherthebestdoctorstoperformthesurgery.

Breeze:(teary)What?

Jack:Yeah..andguesswhat?Ialsofoundoutthat

notonlyisshecarryingonebuttwo!SoIdecided

toaddsomespicetoourgame.Givethemupfor

adoption.

Breeze:Youwouldn'tdare!

Jack:OhyesIwill.Twolovelyfamiliesareon

standbytoadoptanewbornandthetwinsare

perfect.YoushouldbegratefulcoursethiswayI'm

savingthemfromyouandthedarknessyoucome

withalongwiththeLyonmisery.Besidesyou

alreadyhaveAirwhomIcantharm,sinceyouknow

-he'smywifeschild.SoDealersChoice-Yougetto

pickone.BetweenKagiso,yourfirstson.Theonly

personthatmakesyouabetterpersonandshapes



youintobeingwhoyouare.Thefirstpersonwho

madeyoufeellovedandworthyaftersolong.Or

Sagi-yourlover,youronetruelove.Yourbaby

mama.Theonlywomanthathadputupwithyour

nonsenseandevenwentdownforyou.Theonly

personthatwentthroughyourhighsandlows

withoutblinkingorlookingback.Yourrideordie.

Theonewhomyouvowedtoloveandprotect

infrontoftheworldandthemosthigh.Who'sit

goingtobe?

Kingsleywalkedoverandhandedhimanotethen

walkedback.Hiseyeswelledupevenmorewhen

helookedattheaddressonthepaperandbackat

Kagiso.

Jack:That'stheaddressshe'sat.Sonowthe

cardsareinyourhandsandyougotonly5minsto

decide.Allyouhavetodoismoveyourfootandgo

getherorstandthereandliveaneternityof

sufferingknowingyougaveupyourkidsfor



adoptionandthatyourthereasonbehindyour

wife'sdeath.Sobasicallyisoneversethree.Who

doyouchose?

Meanwhilebackonthesideoftheroadinan

Avanza.Odirilerubbedhisfacelisteningashis

heartbrokeintopieces.He'sneverheardhimcryor

sobbthismuchaday.It'snoteasytochoose

betweentwolovedonesespeciallywhenthebond

issostrong.Breezehasalwaysbeenhisbrother

andtodayinhisdesperatetime,heneedshim

morethanever.

Stone:Dowegoinnow?

Odirile:Holdon!There'snowe.Iam.Icalledthe

threeofyouherebecauseIneededyourtalentamd

brainsnotforyoutospillyourboss'sbloodonthe

soil.He'snotgoingtobehappywiththat.(sigh)

it'sbeengreatworkingwithyouall.Justtoletyou

know-asyourotherminiboss,y'allcanmoveon

withyourlifes.Stoneyouneedtogetyourshit



togetherandfindajobsomewhere.Outyourskill

touseandbuildalife.Jason,youshouldgofinish

upthatengineeringdegreeofyour.AndShounyou

needtogobacktoschool.

Stone:Nomanthisisus.Someofusarenot

destinedintocareersandall.Thisishowwemake

moneyandwearegoingtostickwithwhatbrings

themealtothetable.

Shoun:yeahsomeofus,ourlivesdonotrequirea

certificate.Andwhydoesthissoundlikeagoodbye

?

Odirile:Justsaying.

Jason:Asforme,I'vebeenthinkingaboutthatfor

awhilenow.Yourrightman.I'mgoingbackthere

nextyear.

Odirile:Cxxl-seey'all.Ohwait-changeofplans.

That'sifyourstillwillingtoriskit.Jasoncanyou

pleasehelpwithcuttingthelightsandstone,your

thebouncerIneedyoutocomegrabhim.Idont

knowwhat'spoppingintherebutIhaveafeelinghe

won'twanttoleaveevenifIdraghim.Soyou'llhelp



mewithhim.AndShoun,you'llgrabhisboy.

Theygotoutofthecarlookingatthetimeandthey

stillhad3mins.Theycrossedtheroadandwentto

thecontainersaimingwiththeirguns.Hisheart

poundedsohardthistimewhenhebreathedout

rapidlyhavingapanicattackandsatdownbythe

containerastearsburnedhiseyes.Hetookouthis

phoneandremovedthepinandwenttonotes

typingsomething.

Stone:Whatareyoudoing?

Odirile:I'llcatchup.I'mhavinganattack.

Shoun:Shouldi-

Odirile:no.Iknowwedonthaveaclearplanbut

atleastlet'sjustsavehimandthekid.Ifthisarea

hadcameras,nodoubtwe'llknowwhat's

happeninginthere.

Shoun:Wecouldhavebuggedhimwithcameras.

Odirile:Hedidn'twantthem.That'swhyhechose



theoneonhistooth.Solet'sendthis

All:Sure.

Awhilelater.Breezelookedathiswristwatchnot

knowingwhattodowiththeminuteand20seconds.

Thetimekeptmovinglikenothingiswrongnot

waitinguntilitcounteddownto30seconds.His

hearracedwitheverybeatingwhenheraisedhis

headwithtearyeyeslookingattheunconscious

Kagisowho'sheadhadbeenfacingdownallalong.

Jack:10,9,8,7-comeonbrother.Youknow

whattodo.

Breeze:Shutupandcomeouthereandlet'ssort

thisoutmantoman!Stophidingyourcoward!

Jack:3,2,1andnow!Itsstartingbrother.So

yourtellingmeyouchosethisboyoverher?Poor

Sagi..mindyou,theirdoingthiswithoutsedating

hersoshe'llfeeleverything.Painworsethandeath.

Ncncnc.



Breeze:Isaidcomeouthereyoudisgraceful

bustard!

Jack:Oh...ohk.

Jackwalkedfrombehindhiminacontainerand

wenttostandnexttohimwithasmirkinhisface.

SeeingBreezeintearsbroughtnothingbutjoyto

hisheart.Hetookouthisphoneandsenta

messagebeforelookingatBreeze.

Jack:Youcanstillsaveher.Allyouhavetodois

moveamuscle.GotoyourhunBreeze.Sheneeds

you.

Breeze:Pleasestopthis!

Sagisscreamscamefromthespeaker'swhenhis

heartshatteredlikeaglassandhiseyeswelledup.

WithangerhepulledJackwithhisshirtand

standingwithonelegonthebombandlockedhis

neckintohisarmtakingouthisgunaimingitonhis



head.

Jack'sheartpoundedsohardwhenheswallowed.

Breeze:Callthisofforyoudiealongwithhim.

Jack:I'dratherdiethanlivetoseeyourmistake

growinmyeyeseverydaywithhislungspumping

airnowandthen.

Breeze:ThenIguessitsDealersChoice.Right

nowaswespeak,mymanarealsoonaclockthat

iftheydonthearawordfromKagisostoppingthem

fromtakingRosellatoagodsforsakenlandwith

yourgrandchildby21h10thentheyshouldproceed.

Youronlyheir.He'stheonlyonethatcanstopthis

andbykillinghim,yourgivingupyourdaughterto

severalmenofdifferentstatuses,religion,ages

andsizesallaroundtheworldandintodrugs.

Damnshe'ssobeautifulnomanwillresistthatkind

ofbeautyevenifsheagesorloseshercurvesand

all.She'llneverdieyetuntilshesuffersallthepain

ofyourwrathandyouwontbetheretofindher.So

stopitandletmyfamilygo!



Jack'seyeswelledupthinkingofeverylastpainhe

coursedhisdaughterandevennowshehasn't

forgivenhim.Thethoughtofanothermantwicehis

ageonherdraggedfilledhismouthwhenhebithis

liplookingaround.

MeanwhileOdirilelookedatthemstillwaitingfor

thelightstocutoutbutnothinghappened.Breeze

andJackstartedpushingeachotherbutBreeze

wouldn'tmovehisfootandOdirileknewthatwont

lastforlong.Hebithislipasonelastteardropped

andheputhisgunonthegroundrunningoverto

Kagiso.Hequicklytriedtountiehimwithhisshaky

handswhenJackspotedhimandbythetimehe

managedtopushBreezeoff-thefivesecondtime

onthebombgaveOdiriletheopportunitytopush

Kagisointhewaterthenheclosedhiseyesand

everypartofhimgotcoveredbytheflame.

.
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Atthecontainers.



Aftertheexplosion,Stonequicklydivedintothe

watertogetKagisoandSagisscreamsstopped

comingfromthespeaker.HeswamovertoShoun

andtheyhelpedgethimoutofwaterbuthewasn't

breathing.

Shoun:Ishedead?

Stone:nonohecan'tbe!

HegotdownonhiskneesandperformedCPRon

himcountlesstimesuntilhegaspedcoughingout

thewater.Theybothsighedlookingateachother

inreliefbuttheirlittlesmilesdroppedlookingat

wheretheexplosiontookplace.Theireyeswelled

upwithtearswalkingoverbutthefirewasstillhuge

forthemtogetthereandcheckifhewasstillthere.

Kagisoweaklystoodupwalkingoverandstoodby

themlookingatthefireburningupashisheartbeat

beganpoundinglikehell.

MeanwhileBreezelayedonthegroundwithhis



bodycrippledandshakingfromwhathesaw

unabletomovewithtearsstreamingdowntheside

ofhiseyeslookingupatthesky.Hetriedmoving

buthisbodywasstillinshocksohecouldn'tmove

amusclewithhisheartpounding.

PolicesirensapproachedtheareawhenJack

lookedatallofthembeforestandingupandran

backintothecontainersbutJasonappearedfrom

theinsideandpushedhimbackonthegroundin

anger.Ifhewasn'tBreezesfamilyhe'dblowhis

brainsatthispoint.Heturnedhimaroundand

pushedhimbacktowhereBreezewasandpointed

agunonhishead.

It'satthispointwhereeverymemoryyoushared

withsomeonecomefleshingbackintoyourmind

andplayatthesametimebeforeyoureyes.Breeze

gainedhisconsciousnessturninghisheadlooking

atJackbyhissideandthegunnexttohim.Allthe

angerandhatredwashedoverhimbutOdirile's

wordscrackedtheirwayintohisskul.Hebithislip

andpulledthegunshootingbothhislegsandhe



wentdownscreaminginpain.

Thepolicecarsparkednexttothemandhedropped

hisgunasmoreofthemsurroundedthem.He

walkedovertowhereOdirilehadsacrificedhimself

lookingatthefireslowlyburningdownandithit

hardthathecouldn'thavesurvivedthiskindof

explosion.Tearsstreamedeffortlesslywhenhe

rememberedSagi.Hebowedhisheadbeforegoing

topickthenoteandrantohiscar.

Policeofficer:Youcantleavehere.Infactyour

underar-

Breeze:youcanarrestmeafterIfindoutifmywife

andkidsaresafe.Iwontrun.Followingmeifyou

wanttoo.

Hegotinhiscarandspedoffandonepolicecar

followedbehindhim.



Meanwhilethepolicekeptaskingquestionstowhat

happenedherebutthethreeofthemjuststaredat

thefireintearsandnoneofthemhadanythingto

say.

Anambulancepulledoverandparamedicsrushed

outwithastretchertoattendJackwhowas

screaminghislungsout.Hejustcrippledhislegs

andnowhe'sgoingtojaillikethis.Heshookhis

headcryingevenmore.

AttheLocationonthenote

Breezeparkednexttoanambulancelookingattwo

paramedicsliftingSagioverandputherinside.He

sighedinreliefseeingherstillpregnantthen

hoppedinholdingherhandastheytriedtostable

her.

Breeze:Sagi?Babywakeup!Sagi!Wherearethe

peoplethatkidnappedher?



Paramedic:Wedon'tknow.Whenwegothere

therewasnooneexceptforherlayingonthetable

anditlookslikewhoevertheyare,theytriedto

performanoperationonher.Weonlysawanother

ambulancespeedingout.We'llfindoutifitwas

lawfulorwhat.Butfornow,weneedtofocuson

thebabiesandmommyrighthere.

Breeze:ohk.

Heheldherhandkissingitandtheambulance

droveoffleavingthepoliceonthecrimescene.

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Thewholehousefilledwithmounsandgroans

sincetheydidn'tbothertolockthebedroomdoor.

Abigailgrindedonhimincreasingherspeed

bouncingonhimwhenherbodyreceivedawave

andshesloweddownbutMxolisiheldontoher

waisthelpingherridehimuntiltheybothreleased.



Heshothisshotsinherwithherlegsvibratingand

thenshecollapsedonthebednexttohimwitha

throbbingcookie.

Damnhemissedthis.Hesmiledlookingupthe

ceilingthenbackatherandshesmiledpullingthe

sheetsonherfaceblushing.Helaughedpulling

themoffandliftedherchinforakissthenpulled

hertolayherheadonhisarm.

Hekissedherforeheadandrightherethisiswhat

hehasbeenlookingforallalong.Evenafterwhat

they'vebeenthroughtheystillcouldn'tresisteach

other.Theeffecttheyhadagainstoneanotherwas

onanotherleveloflove.Thisisthewomanthat

coughthisheartandeyeswithjustafirstsight.

Theonehewouldliketohavefortherestofhislife.

Mxolisi:Iloveyou

Abigail:What?

Mxolisi:I'mseriousAbigail.Iloveyou.AndIwant

youtobebymyside,togrowoldandgreywithme.

IdontwantustokeepupwiththisfuckingbutI



wantustolove.Iknowyourworkingyourwayout

ofthemarriageandthisisnottheperfecttime,but

Ican'tpretendlikeIdon'twantyouinmylifewhenI

do.Iwantyoutoalwaysbehereandtowakeupby

youeverymorning.

Abigail:Areyousayingthiscourseofthesex?

Mxolisi:No-Imeanit.IloveyouandIwouldn't

wantanyoneelsetobemywifebutyou.

Abigail:What?

Mxolisi:Iknowthisisimproperanddefinitelynot

romanticbutIcantwaitanylonger.Abigailwillyou

marryme?Wouldyoupleasedomethehonorof

beingmywife?Themotherofmykids?

Abigail:(smiling)Yess!ThousandtimesYess!

Hesmiledbreathingoutheavilyandleanedin

kissingherandpullingthesheetsoverthem asshe

giggled

AtthePolicestation



Around4AM

Allfourofthemindifferentinterrogationrooms,3

detectiveswentfromroomtoroomasking

questionsbutnoneofthemsaidanythingexpect

turneverythingtoJack.

Kagisosatonthechairwithhishandspinnedon

thetablerubbinghisfaceandflinchedsincehewas

beaten.Hesighedwhentearsburnedhiseyesand

thethoughtofanotherpersonsacrificing

themselvesforhimbrokehimstraightinbetween.

Thisguyhadalottoliveuptoandnowhelefthis

familyandfriendsbehindsavinghim.Itwasnot

histimebuthetookhisturnanddiedforhimtolive

on.Tearsstreameddownhischeeksandthedoor

slidopenthenapoliceofficerwalkedinlookingat

him.

Police:hey-yourleaving.Comeon.



Hestooduplimpingandrubbedhistearswiththe

dirtyshirthewaswearinggoingout.

Oncehewasattheexit,herealizedthathedidn't

knowwheretogoatthispointandhowhewas

goingtogetthere.Hesighedputtinghishandsin

thepocketwhenhetouchedsomethingand

frownedtakingitout,itwasaphone.Heswitched

itonandwhenhetriedtoswipethelockerit

couldn'tcourseofthewater.Thiswasdefinitelynot

hisphone.

He'smindwentbacktoeverylastmemoryofhim

untilwhenOdiriletriedtogethimofthechairwith

shakyhands.

○Odirile:(pullingtherope)Comeon!Kagisoyou

needtowakeup.Ihopeyoulivetheofyourown

afterthisyoungblood!Come-on!

Hemanagedtopullitanduntiehimbefore



wrappinghishandonhisneckslidingsomethingin

hispocketknowinglyhewontmakeitwithhimto

thewaterintimecoursehewasabitheavy.So

insteadofdieingwithhim,hethrewhimoffandhe

rolledontheflooruntilintothewaterandthenthe

thebombexploded.

○

Hebreathedinashisthroatdriedupandhelooked

atthephone.Helookedaroundandspotteda

policecarreversingandhelimpedoverandstood

by.

Kagiso:heycanIgetarideplease.

Officer:Sure,whereareyougoing?

Kagiso:uhm..DoyouknowBreezeLyonshouse?

Officer:yeah,oncewenttheretocollecthiswife.

Hopin.

Kagiso:thanksalot.



AtThehospital.

Breezesatonthebenchwithafistonhismouth

anxiouslywaiting.Hetookouthisphoneleaning

backwithaheavyheartlookingatOdirile'spictures.

Hisbrother.Theonlypersonthatwasabletoline

himandguidehimintotherightroute.Theonly

personthatcanhandlehim.Thebestthingthat's

everhappenedtohim.Herubbedhiseyesnot

knowinghowhe'sgoingtobreakthistohissister

butheknewhehadtobetheonetotellher.Itwas

hardtobelievethathewastrulygone.

Adoctorwalkedovertohimandhequicklyrubbed

histearsstandingandshesmiledholdingthe

stethoscopeonherneck.

Breeze:PleaseIknowyourgoingtogiveme

paragraphsbutpleasecanwegetstraighttohow



theyare?Aretheyohk?

Doctor:(smiling)Yourfamilyisfilledwithfighters

MrMrLyon.Thebabiesarejustfine,theirhealthy.

Thepoisongiventoyourwifedidn'taffectthembut

insteaditaffectedthemother.Wemanagedto

drainitoutofhersystem,she'llbebackinnotime

and(smilingwidely)Itsaboyandagirl.Wehadto

getthemoutbeforethepoisoncouldspreadonto

them.Congratulations!

Asifhedidn'tcryenough,nowhewishedhewas

standingrightherepattinghisshoulderorhugging

himtightlycelebratingthewonderfulnewswithhim

,buthewasn'tthere.Heputhishandonhiseyes

andbrokedownwhenthedoctorpulledhimand

theyhugged.

Doctor:ItsohkMrLyon.They'reinsafehands.

They'realiveandwell,theymadeit.Theoperation

wasasuccess.Come-let'sgoseethem.



Theywalkeddownthecorridorandstoppedat

Sagisroom.Helookedatherthroughtheglassand

walkedin.Sheslowlyopenedhereyestothesound

ofsomeonegettinginandafamiliarpresence

lookingaround.Heeyestearedupseeinghimafter

alongwhileandcouldhelpbutbreakdownopening

herhandswidelytohughimtight.Beingineach

othersarmswarmedtheirheartsandfeltlikewhere

theybelonged.

Breeze:I'msosorryIputyouthroughthis.I

promiseIwillneverleaveyoutoanyharmagain.

Hepulledbacklookingatherchubbycheeksand

shewasstillmadbeautiful.Herubbedhertears

withhisthumbbeforepullingherforaFrenchkiss

tastingherlipsaftersolong.Thebothpulledback

outofbreathwhensherealizedherhugebump

wasn'tthere.

Sagi:Wherearemybabies?



Thedoorslidopenandanursewalkedinpushing

thebabycotsthenstoppedthemnexttoher.Both

theirheartskippedwithjoyandBreezewalkedto

thesidelookingattheminapinkandbluebaby

blanketsandhats.TheywerelittlethanwhenAir

wasborn.

Breeze:(smiling)TheirsolittleI'mscaredtotouch

them.

Nurse:(smiling)That'sbecausetheywerebirthed

beforetime.Luckilytheycanbreathontheirown

withoutamachine.Yougotwarriorsrighthereson.

SitdownandI'llhelpyou.

Hesatdowninthechairandthenursecarefully

liftedthebabythenhelphimputtingheronhis

chestasshesuckedherlittlehand.Hesmiled

droppingatearandlookedatSagiasthenurse

toughtherhowtobreastfeed.Thebabysuckedher

breastwhensheflinchedlookingathimthen



adjustedsmiling.

Nurse:Ohk..haveyouguysthoughtoftheirnames

yet.

Sagi:Haveyoubaby?

Breezelookedathisbabygirlandsmiledlookingat

Sagi.

Breeze:Haveyou?

Sagi:IdidbutIwantedtohearfromyou.

Breeze:howaboutMelokuhleandEnzokuhle?My

momalwayslovedthenameMelokuhlehoping

she'dhaveadaughterafterme,unfortunatelyshe

didn'tgettheopportunity.Itmeans-Beautifulone

andEnzokuhlemeans-Todogood.

Sagi:(smiling)Lovethechemistrybehindthe

namestoo.Ilovethem.EnzoandMelow.

Nurse:Ilovethemtoo.(Smiling)Congratulations



onyourfamilyLyons.Wishingyouallthe

happiness.

Both:Thankyou.

ThenursewalkedoutandSagilookedatthebaby

thenatBreeze.Eventhoughshespentmonthsina

mentalprison,shestillknewherhusband.She

knewthatsomethingwaswrongwithhimforhimto

crythiseffortless.

Sagi:Igotkidnappedfromtheprisonand

apparentlyIwaspoisoned.Iwokeupinafricken

abandonedbuildingandtwodoctorsaroundme

readytocutmeopenandtakemybabiesaway

fromme.AndIknowthatthere'smoretothisandi

wanttoknowwhatitis.FromthemomentI

steppedintothatvanuntilnowholdingmykidsin

myhandslayingonthisbed.

Breezelookedatherandsighedexplaining



everything.

AtBreezeshouse.

ThevanparkedatthegateandKagisosteppedout

thankingthedriverbeforeitdroveoff.Hesighed

lookingatthegateandhisjawsdroppedlookingat

hismothersittingnexttothegate.Hesmiled

walkingoverandshestoodupmeetinghimhalfway

hugging.

Veronica:ItoldBreezetotellyoutocallmebefore

anhourpassesorelseI'llbehereinablink.Iguess

hedidn'ttakemeseriouslythatievenendedup

sleepinghereonhisgate.Wherehaveyoubeen?

Kagiso:Uhm..atafriendshouse.

Veronica:LietomeagainandI'llforgetthatyour

myson.Andwhathappenedtoyourshirt?

Kagiso:myshirt?



Veronica:ItsabitdarkbutIcanstillseethatyour

wearingatornshirt.Whereyouinvolvedinafight?

Kagiso:Somethinglikethat.Yeah.

Hepickedhesmalltravelbagandheldherhand

walkingtothehouse.Hepunchedinthepinand

theywalkedinasshelookedaroundamazed.She

turnedtohissonandherjawsdroppedlookingat

hisface.

Veronica:Iknewthatyoucomingherewasabad

idea.Gotakeabathandwe'releavingthisGod

forsakenplaceandyou'llneverstepyourfoothere

everagain.

Kagiso:Iknowyousayallthatbecauseyoucare

andloveme,butmom-thisismyhomenow.I

haveafamilyhereandtheymeanwellthoughthey

can'tseemtogetoutofproblems.ButIguess

everyfamilyhasproblems.Momthisisme.I

learnttoacceptmyroleoflifeandI'mgoingtolive

withit.I'mthebait,thefixerandthechosenoneof



thisfamily.

Veronica:Iknowthatbutwhataboutyourfuture.

Whataboutyou?Whatdoyouwantinlifebesides

beingthechosenone?Kagisoeversinceyou

steppedintothistownyourlifehascompletely

changed.Youhavechangedandyourlifehas

takenadifferentturn.Youralwaysindangerandin

pain.

Kagiso:Butthathasalwaysbeenmylifemama.

I'vealwayslivedinpainandI'malwaystheonethat

tooktheblameineverythinghappeninginour

community.Yesithasbuttomeitchangedtothe

better.MomIusedtogamble,stealingfrom

people'shouses,standingbytheroadformoney

butthathasstoppedsinceI'vebeenhere.Igot

bittenbythecommunitymorethanapersoncan

usuallytakebutthathaschanged.Beinghere-

aroundthispeople-theytookmetoschool.They

feedanddressme.Paymyrentandstillgiveme

moneyeverymonth.TheytakecareofmeandI

havesomeoneIcancallafather.Afigureinlife

thatIhavealwayswanted.(Teary)Youaskedmeif



therewasanyonethatdroppedanythingformelike

IdofortherestandtodayIsawthatunfoldbefore

myeyes.Thispeoplearenotonlymywishcoming

truebuttheyareablessinginmylifeandIcouldn't

bemoregrateful.Theycouldn'tletmedieso

insteadthey'dratherdieformetolivemylife.

Veronica:(tearsblockinghersight)Whatareyou

talkingabout?

Kagiso:Icantleavemom!Someonediedandit's

allmyfault!IfIhadbeencarefulthatdayIwentto

stopRoseIcouldhaveranandsavedalife.IfIgot

inthattaxiandwentbackorthemomentIsawthat

suspiciousmenintherestroomandleftthis

wouldn'thavehappened.Icantliveafterwhat

they'vedoneforme.Iowethepersonwhosaved

mylifeinexchangeforhis!

Veronica:Whatareyousaying?Pleasetellme

whathappened?

Shepulledhishandandtheysatonthecouch.He

leanedhisheadbreakingintearsandshepulledher



overintoatightmotherlyhug.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Around7AM

JanesatonthecouchtextingJacktofindoutabout

hiswhereaboutsbuthestilldidn'treply.Shesighed

standingwhenherphoneranginherhand.

Her:HiiJessie.

Jessie:HiiJane.Howareyou?

Her:I'mgood,you?

Jessie:I'malsogood.Canyoupleasegettothe

hospitalasfastasyoucan.Yourhusbandhasbeen

admittedandItellyouthisisnotgoodfromwhat

thereportsays.

Jane:What?Ishehurt?Isheohk?



Jessie:Pleasegetherecourseitseemslikehe's

notgoingtobehereforalongtime.Ithinkhe's

goingtogetarrestedorsomething.Justgethere

ohk.I'mtreatinghim.

Herheartpoundedsohardandshequicklystood

upjoggingupthestairs.Shewenttoherroomand

pickedherkeysthenwenttothenurseryroom

findingRosewiththebaby.

Rose:Areyouohk?

Jane:(swallowed)yeah..canyoupleaselookafter

yourbrotherandI'llberightback.

Rose:yeah...helookslikeminiunclesBreeze,

haveyounoticed.

Jane:(clearsthroat)yeah...I'mcoming.

Sheclosedthedoorrunningdownthecorridorto

thestairsgoingdownandwentoutthedoortothe

garage.Thisisallonherandshecantbelosing



himlikethis.Tearsburnedhereyesstartingthe

engineanddroveoff.Thisisnothowthefruitof

herwickedactionswassupposedtotaste.

AtOdirile'shouse.

Apolicecarparkedonthedrivewayandtwo

policemensteppedoutwalkingtothedoor.They

pressedthedoorbellandsteppedbackwaitingfor

ananswer.Thiswasasadpartofbeingandofficer.

Informingthedeceasedfamilyofthepassingof

theirlovedone.

Ditebogoopenedthedoorholdingherphoneanda

muginherhand.Shesighedlookingatthemand

smiled.

Ditebogo:He'snothere.Iknowhe'sgottenin

troublewhenyoucomewearingthatface.What

hashedone?



Theylookedateachotherbeforesighingand

lookingather.

Detective:Miss,canwepleasetalkinside.

Shenarrowedhereyebrowsconfusedandopened

thedoorwidelyandtheygotinbeforesheclosed

thedoorbehindfollowingthemtothediningroom.

Threeminuteslater-Breezespedintotheyardand

hisheartskippedlookingatthecar.Hequickly

wentoutandputthepinbythedoorthenrushedto

thediningareawheretheairwasawkwardand

depressing.Thetwopolicemenstooduplookingat

herbeforeleavingandBreezestoodtherenot

knowingwheretostartwhenallofasuddenshe

screamedsorrowfullytobreakeveryliving

creaturesheart.Herushedoverhugginghertightly

asshescreamedwithtearstryingtoreleasethe

paininherheart.

.
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[08/02,14:01]Lynne :Chapter89

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Abigailsatonthecouchgoingthroughherold

picturestoppingattheoneOdirilecarryingheron

hisbackwithpricelesssmiles.Shesmiledwith

tearsandpassedtoanotheronewhichwasblack

andwhitewithhimshirtless.Hehadseductive

eyesonthisonewithacustommadenecklaceand

hishandonhisheadwhiletheotherwasinthe

pocket.

Mxolisiwalkedfromthestairandsatnexttoher

whensequicklypassedthepicturetotheother

ones.



Mxolisi:Hey..Ineedtotellyousomethingbefore

wetakemorestepsfurther.

Abigail:(wipestears)Iknowthatsound.Yournot

goingtothefuneral,areyou?

Mxolisi:Nobabe,it'snotaboutthat.Iamgoingto

thefuneral.OdirileandIhadnobeefandactuallyI

likedthatguy.

Abigail:ohk.

Mxolisi:So-youknowI'vebeenmarriedright?

Abigail:Yeah..toRose.Iknowthat.

Mxolisi:Right,sobeforeweseparated-herandI

sharedsomequalitytimetogetherandrightnow

she's-Pregnant.

Herjawsdroppedfeelingasifherearsjust

deceivedherinasecondandsheturnedlookingat

himwithherwholebody.



Abigail:What?

Mxolisi:Abigailyouhavetounderstandthis.You

andIweren'ttogetherbythen.Wewereboth

married.Wedidn'tknowthatweweregoingto

leaveourpartnersandbeacouple.

Abigail:Soyoukeptthistoyourselfallalong

listeningtomelaymydirtylaundrywhileyouhave

askeletoninyourcloset?Howcouldyou?

Mxolisi:Yourbeingextrarightnow.

Hestoodupheadingtothekitchenandshe

followedhimashemadehimselfasandwich.

Abigail:I'mbeingextra?!Really?

Mxolisi:Yeah-really.Lookatyourselfrightnow!

Abigail:Mxolisiyoukeptasecretfromme.Matter

offactahugeoneandyouexpectmetojumpto

yourconfession?

Mxolisi:Actuallyit'snotaconfessionI'mjust



openinguptoyouaboutmycircleoflife.Icould

havekeptthistomyselfbecauseIknowthatIreally

cantkeephidingthiscourseyou'llfindoutanyway

soI'mdoingyouthefavorsbytellingyou.No

humancanbekeptasecret.Atyourageyou

shouldbeknowingthat.

Abigail:Whyareyoumakingthisaboutme?This

isaboutyoukeepingthisfromme!YouknowI

wantachildofmyownyetyoukeepanotherfrom

me.Ithoughtweweremorethanthat.

Mxolisilookedatherbeforepickinghissandwich

andbitit.

Abigail:Mxolisi?

Mxolisi:Mmmh.

Abigail:Whydidn'tyoutellmeintime?Thetime

whenwesatdownandtalked,tellingeachother

aboutourproblemsaweekago.

Mxolisi:Wellhun,thatsamedaywetalked-that



wasthesamedayIfoundoutshewas3-4months

pregnant.Sorryikeptittomeandipromiseit'll

neverhappenagain.

Abigail:justthatIwashopingtobethefirstwoman

tocarryyourchild.I'msorryIactedup.

Hesmiledputtingthesandwichdownandpulled

herbyherhandhuggingher.

Mxolisi:I'msorrytoo.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

JanelayedonthebedlookingatAirsuckingher

breast.Atearescapedhereyeasguiltstruckin

thatshe'llneverseeherhusbandinalongtime.

Rosewalkedinholdinganicecreamwithtwo

spoonsandwenttolaynexttothemwithAirinthe

middle.Shegaveheraspoonandopenedthe

icecream.



Jane:BabyIneedtotellyousomething.

Rose:Ifitsaboutdad,Idon'tcare.Hecanrotin

jailforallIcare.HehadnorighttokidnapKagiso.

Jane:Nosweetyitsaboutme.Air.

Shelookedatherbabyboyasleepandputher

breastawaybeforetuckinghimnicelyandleaned

ontheheadboardpouringherdirtysecret.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezesatonhisminibartakingtwoglassesand

pouredbrownliquorineachbeforepushingthe

othertowhereOdirileusuallysat.Hegalpedhis

drinkandclosedhiseyesastearsburnthiseyes.

HelookedatOdirile'sglassandsighedpouring

himselfanothershotbeforeaddingmoretohis

glass.Heliftedhisthendrankitatagoagainstill



hopinghe'llfindthatglassemptybutstill.

Hestoodupwiththebottleinhishandandwalked

tothestairssittingdownfacingthedoor.He

usuallycameinwithoutknockinorunannounced

andtalkshitbutforthepastfewdayshenever

showedup.Eachdayhekeptthehopetohim

walkinginthatdoorandheadingstraighttohis

kitchenmakinghimselffoodwithoutanyone's

permission.

Histhroatdriedupandateardroppedwhenhe

liftedthebottleforasip.Hetookouthisphoneto

listentoanyvoicenotesfromhimbutnonewhere

there.Hismindrewindedeverysecondtheyspend

togetherfromwhentheywereyounguntiltheywere

allgrownup.Helookedathisphoneandchuckled

intears.

*Hecheckedhisphoneandithadseveral

missedcallsandmessages,hesighedgettinga

pearandwenttositdown.Acallcamethroughand

heputthepeardownanswering.



Odirile:Donttellmeyoujustwokeup.

Breeze:Rylewhattodoyouwant?

Odirile:Iwantyoura**hereattheclubin15

minutes.

HehangupbeforehecouldrespondandBreeze

threwhisheadback.

*

Hesmiledunderpainandtearsstreamingdownhis

cheeksthentookagulpfromthebottle.Heclosed

hiseyesbeforeopeningthemagainlookingatthe

bottleinhishand.

*Odirilelookedathimashegalpedanother

glassofstrongliquorandclenchedhisjawsasthe

burningtastelandedinside.



Breeze:Wow!

HeturnedlookingatOdirilewho'sbeenlookingat

himstillholdingthefirstglass.Hescoffedwhen

thebartenderputhisordersbeforehimandleft.

Breeze:Areyoujustgonnasitthegawking?

Odirile:yeah..Ithinkso

Breeze:ohk(raisedglass)Tomymiserablelife.

Cheers!

*

Thiswasdefinitelynotwhathemeantbymisery

whentakingthatshot.Hefrustratedlythrewthe

bottlebreakingitonthedoorandKagisoheardit

fromupstairswhenhecamedownrushing.He

stoppedlookingathimcrylikeneverbeforeandhe

swallowedsittingnexttohimandhuggedhim

withoutwords.



Breeze:(crying)Hecan'tbedeadnononooo!He

cant!

*

*

*

Thenextday.

*

*

*

AtOdirile'shouse.

Theyardfilledwithpeoplegoingupanddown

underthecloudyweatherwearingblackcaringless

ifitwasgoingtorainornot.Ditebogostoodbyher

brotherswindowupstairslookingatthemintears

andshecouldhardlyevenrecognizeallthispeople

aroundhere.Sheputherhandinthepocketsof

Odirileblacklutherjacketshewaswearingand



turnedaroundtolayonhisbed.

Shepulledhispillowsniffinginhisscentwhich

broughtevenmorepainandsheburstedintears

thinkingthathe'llneverseehimagain.The

goodbyehesaidwhenleavingthehousewasthe

finalone.Herbestbuddy.Herbestfriend.Her

pillorofstrengthandeverythinginbetween-he's

gone.

ThedoorslidopenandsheturnedlookingatKagiso

inblackstandingthere.Theusualbutterfliesshe

feltdidn'traiseinherstomachbutinsteadwent

dead.Shefrownedfeelingweaktosayanything

andhelplessinpainandtearsstreamedwhenhe

walkedoveandsatnexttoherpullingherintoahug

.

Kagiso:I'msososorry.I'm-

Hekeptquiterealizingthathissorrieswillonly



comeoutofhismouth,they'llneverbringhimback.

Losingsomeoneyouloveisthehardestthingon

thisplanettodealwith.Ithurtsmorethanevery

painyoucouldeverfeel.Thedoorslidopenand

theyturnedlookingatwhoitwas.

Lady:Heii,it'stimetostart.

Ditebogotookbreathexcercisesandstoodupfixing

herheadwrapwalkingoutwithoutlookingbackat

Kagiso.Heswallowedapainfullumpandstoodup

followingher.

Funeralswereneversaidtobefun,butinstead

theirsweetsorrows.Thethoughtofnotseeing

yourlovedoneeveragaintearsyourheartslowly

butpainfully.Noonecangetoverthat.Notevenin

5yearsor20years,thepainisgoingtobealways

therewhenthethoughtcrossesyourmind.

Thepastoropenedtheservicewithaprayerbefore

preachingthenameofGodwitheveryonewearing

dryfaces.Thetimecameforhislovedonestosay



theirgoodbyesandBreezestoodupinasuitforthe

veryfirsttimeinhislife.Hetriedtokeephisneutral

facebutthepainrippedhimapartandtearsblurred

hiseyes.Hewipedthemstandingbehindthecoffin

lookingatthepeople.

Youknowit'sfunnywhatfuneralscando,itbrings

peopletogethereventhelonglosttocelebratethe

lifeandmemoriesofthedeceasedeventhough

theyweren'tthereallalong.Heknewhisbestfriend

andalmosteveryfamilymemberincludinghis

friendsbuttodaythiswasnotwhatheexpected.

Newfaces.

HisfacedroppedwhenAbigailandMxolisiwalked

inholdinghandsandwenttositrightbehindhis

seat.HeswallowedhoppingtoseeSagiwalkinto

supporthimthroughthisdifficulttime,ifher

requestwasapproved.Hewipedhistearlookingat

thecoffinwhenhechokedtothethoughtofburying

hisremains.Thisisnothowagoodguyislayedto

rest.



Breeze:(wipestear)OdirileandIwerefriendssince

weweretoddlers.Webothcouldn'tkeepourhands

outoftrouble,actuallyIcouldn'tbuthewasalways

theretokeepmeoutofit.AfterIlostmyloved

ones,meandmyfamilyhavebeeninanendless

feudandasalwaysmyfriendwasmyshoulderto

cryon.Wegrewuptobeingmorethanjustfriends

butbrothers-afamily.Hewasmymentor,brother

youcanevengoasfarassayingasirecoursehe

wastheonlyoneabletoputsenseintomyhead.

(wipestear)WhenIwasdownonmyknees,hewas

theretogetmeup.AndwhenIwasinpainorhad

problems-thisniggarightherealwayslaughedat

memakingthembearable.Ioncecametohis

housewithabrokencarandthisniggalaughedhis

lungsout.Icouldnevergetoverhislaughter,it

hurts.Andthenhesatmedownandputsome

senseintomyheadonhowtodealwithmyissue.

Truthbetold-Ineverfeltlonelyorunworthyoflove

courseofhim.Hewaseveryone'sbestfriendbut

mybrother.(Theychuckled)Inmylifepeoplecame

andleftbuthewastheconstant.Alwaysthere

whenIneedhim.Andalwaysontime.Iguesswith



thatImustsayI'mtheluckiestguybecouseIhave

andalwayswillhaveone-in-a-millionbrotherlike

him.Ohandthisguyhadabubblymouth-henever

shutsupespeciallywhenhegivesyouhispieceof

mind(theychuckle).Andboydidthatpieceofmind

hurt.Heneverpeakedaroundthebush-ifhehad

somethingtosay,he'llsayitwithoutthinkingtwice.

Hecaredlessifhe'swordshurtyou,aslongas

he'sbeenhonestandsaidwhathewanted-he

doesn'tgiveadamn,you'llgetoverit.WhenIfaced

withmajorillness,IknewIwasinabetterposition

tosurvivecourseofhim.FewdaysagoIwas

layingonahospitalbed,therewasnootherperson

Iwishedtohavebymybedallnightthanmyfamily

andhewasthere.Idon'tknowwhatIdidtohavea

bestfriendlikehim,butI'msograteful.Hebrought

outthebestinme.IfIcontinueI'llneverfinish

talkingcoursemylifewithyou-isendless.I'mglad

yourmybrother.Ilookforwardtoseeingyouagain.

Iloveyouman.Yourmybrothermybestfriend

forever.TillwemeetagainOD.



Peoplewipedtheirtearsandheputhishandson

thecoffinwishingtoseehimagainastears

droppedonthecoffinbutstill.

Someonewalkedovertohimandwrappedhertiny

handsaroundhiswaistandwhenheopenedhis

floodedeyes,comfortwashedoverhimandhe

huggedher.

Sagi:Hesinabetterplacenow.

Shewrappedherarmaroundhisandtheywalkedto

sitdown.ShelookedatAbigailandfrownedather

handonMxolisi'slapwhileshewipedhertearswith

atissue.Sheknewshehadtobehaveforthesake

ofherbabiestogetoutofthathellhole.

Kagisostoodupandwenttositonanotherchair

andshesatdownrubbinghisbacktocalmhim.

KagisosatfewseatsbehindwhereOdirile'sfamily

wereseatedandhiseyescouldn'tgetoffDitebogo

courseoftheguilt.Itbroughtpaintohimknowing



thatalifewaslosttoprotecthimandnowthe

familyisingrief.Ditebogowipedhertearsstanding

upandwenttostandinfrontofeveryonetrying

hardnottolookathim.

Ditebogo:Mybrother,myotherparent,myfriend,

myeverything.Hewasmyworld.EverythingthatI

amtodayandtomorrowitsbecauseofhim.Iwas

alwaysonhisneckandhealwaysputupwithit

courseI'mhissister.I'dannoyhimmostofthe

timesbuthenevergaveuponmeevenifhesaid

somehorriblethingoutofanger.We'dfight,argue,

scream,calleachothernamesbutallthatcame

outofbrotherandsisterlovebond.He'sthe

greatestgiftfrommyparents.Hislastwordstome

were'imoff,Takecarelittlesister'whenhewent

tocheckuncleBreezeatthehospital.(Teary)I

neverthoughtthatthosewerethelastwordsI'd

hearcomingfromhismouthtomeorthatthatwas

hisfinalgoodbyeandI'llneverseehimagain.I

dontknowwhatI'ddowithouthimfromhere.He's

beenmyshieldandeverything.Brother-Ipromise



I'llmakeyouproud.I'llgotoschool,graduateand

beindependentlikeyoualwayswanted.IpromiseI

wontletanyprettyfacedisturbthatlikeyousaid.

I'llmakeyouproudbigbro.Ipromise.

Shekissedherhandputtingitonthecoffincrying

andwenttositdowncryingevenmore.Meanwhile

Rosesatwithhermotheratthemiddleofthecrowd

staring

atKagisowho'seyeswherelockedonsomeone.

ShefollowedhisyestoDitebogoandshesighed

sittingbackwithanachingheart.Bonolosatwith

hermotheratthefrontrowwithtearsrollingdown

hercheek.Theystillhadalottocoverup.They

hadalongjourneytowalktogether,andnowhe's

gone.Shewashopingthey'dgetmarriedandhave

kids,goonfamilytripsandhavealifeshecould

everwishfor.Whathurtsisthatshecouldn'tstand

uptosayafewwordstohimcoursewiththepain,

shecouldn'tfindtherightwordsbesides'I'llalways

loveyou'



Morepeoplecametothefronttosaytheirlast

goodbyestohimbeforetheywrappeditupgoingto

thegraveyard.

Atthegraveyard.

Withthecoffinreadytogodown.Thecrownstood

bysingingwhilehismostclosetweredevastatedto

thelast.Acousinwalkedovertothecoffinand

layedablanketbeforepeoplestoodupandeachto

putRedrosesontopwhilesinging.

Jokoyahaoebobebe

Enkgatholapelo

Tumelohonnakethebe

Etlamphemisalefu

Nyakallokeefumane

TselengyahaoMorena



Dirahonnadiqhalane

Kehloletswekewena

Ketlaopakadiatla

Halleluyaosenatla

Senkeneanghojehovah

Theystartedhummingthesongasthecoffinslowly

sankintotheground.Breezechokedfromhistears

lookingatthecoffingoingdownbeforebursting

infrontofeverybodysorrowfullytouchingeachand

everyonearoundhere.MeanwhileDitebogo

screamedintearsfeelingthepainwhenshequickly

stooduprunningoverbutKagisocoughtherbefore

shecanthrowherselfinside.

Ditebogo:(crying)KebataOdirile!Odirile!Abuti!

Odirilesekantshia!Odirile!Iwantmybrother...

Tearsfloodedineveryone'seyesasshekepton



screamingtryingtoescapeKagiso'sgrip.Her

kneesgoodweakwhenshesankdownandhewent

downwithherhuggingherstillcrying.Meanwhile

AbigailstoodbycryingwatchingBreeze,shecould

onlywishtoholdhimduringthisdifficulttime.Sagi

rubbedhisbackwithtearsflowinginhereyesashe

criedonhiskneescaringlessofwhatothermen

thinkofhim.Thepaininhisheartwasrippingevery

inchandhecouldn'ttakeit.

Menwalkedoverwithspadesandstartedfillingthe

grave.Thesongtoo-nothingaddsmorepainthan

aslowsongatafuneral.Breezeleanedhishead

downnotwantingtoseehisfriendbeingburiedand

filledwithsoillikethat.Sagiheldhishandlaying

herheadonhisshouldernotknowinghowwhatto

saytohim.

Aftertheyweredonefilingittheyputflowersonhid

graveandeveryonestoodupandthosewhowere

standingleftheadingtotheircarsleavingthem.



Theyallcametositdownlookingatthegravebut

KagisowasstillonthegroundwithDitebogocrying.

Thiswasit-hesgone.

Mxolisi:I'msosorryforyourlossman.

Breeze:Ididn'tlosehim,he'sresting.Justthat

thishappenstobehisfinalrestingplace.

Sagi:Hewasthebestthingthat'severhappenedto

us.I'mgladIgotthechancetomeethimbeforehe

leavesus.(Smiling)helikedcallingmesmucles.

Breeze:(smiling)AndI'dwarnhimIonlycallyou

thatbuthedidn'tcare.

Abigail:Andhiswife.(Laughs)Heusedtosay

"What'syoursisminegetoverit"

Sagi:Andinvitehimselftoourkitchenandeat

everything.

Theyalllaughedintearsthinkingofit.



Ditebogo:IrememberonmybirthdaywhenI

walkedinonafightandsaidwhatevercameinto

mymindandheshutmeoffbysaying"Youknow

forsomeonewho'sonherlastyearoflaw,you

prattleshit!Quitalreadyyourwastingmymoney"

andthenhewalkedoutonmebysayingIshould

cleanupthemess.Canyoubelievethat!(Laughs)

Theyalllaughedandshestoodupdustingherself

andwenttositunderthestretchtentwiththemto

reminisceaboutherbrother.Bonolosattherestill

withhermouthclosedunabletoformwords.

Kagisolookedatherandsighedgoingtositnextto

herholdingherhand.Shesqueezedhishandand

layedherheadonhisshoulderastheyhonored

Odirilewithonelastlaughterswithhim.

Rose:AndIalsorememberwhenImessedup

everyrightthinginmylife,damndidIgethurt.I've

neverbeenhurtbywordslikethateverinmylife.

Sagi:Really?



Rose:Reallyaunty,Ievenspentmonthstryingto

makeitupcoursehiswordspushedmetobetter.

Breeze:(chuckles)Iwasthere,youshouldhave

seenwhatwasgoingon.He'dnevershutupeven

whenIaskedhimtoleave,he'dsay"I'mnotgoing

anywhere"

Jane:Heoncetoldmewheretogetoffoverthe

phone,I'llneverforgetthat.That'swhenIknew

wordshurtlikehell.EvenasoldasIam,Igothurt.

Sagi:Youwerebeingtoomuch,nowlookatwhat

itscoursed-anywaywe'lldealwiththatyouandI,

thisisaboutOdirile.

Mxolisi:Andthedayyouwalkedinonmewithyour

sonsblood,Itoldyouwhat'shappeningandwhen

youwalkedinhewaslike"bleedinganddislocated

leg.Boyyoubetterstartpraying"I'veneverbeen

shakenfeelme!

Abigail:(laughs)Why?

Mxolisi:CourseIhadanexperienceofBreezenot

beingabletoputhishandstohimself.



Theyalllaughedwhentwoofficerswalkedoverand

theyfrownedlookingatthem.Sagisighedstanding

andleanedoverkissingBreeze.

Mxolisi:Comeonguyscouldn'tyouwaittilllater.

Shemourningherfriendforchristsake.

Man:Youknowtherules.Shewasonlypermitted

togoburyherlovedoneth-

Sagi:Heknow.GuysIhavetogoservemy

sentence.I'monlyleftwithfourmonthsandthen

I'llbeout.

Jane:I'msorryIputyouthroughthis.Ihaveno-

Sagi:IsaidnotnowJane.I'mgladtoseeyouguys

let'snotruinthat.BesidesIleftmykidswithanurse

ihardlyknowoverthere.Iwasn'tsupposedtobe

hereinthefirstplace.I'msurethemilkipumpedis

finished.

Abigail:Waitkids?

Sagi:(smiling)Yeah..MelokuhleandEnzokuhle.



Abigail:That's-

Sagi:Yep,inhonoroftheirgrandmother.

Mxolisi:I'msorrytoo.

Sagi:Itsohk,youtriedyourbestI'llalwaysbe

thankfulforthat.Iloveyouall.Especiallyyoubaby

.

Breeze:Iloveyoumore.

Sagi:Don'tforgettocomegetthemnextmonth.

Breeze:Iwont.

Sheturnedtothegraveandpickedtherosethatfell

offandputitthere.

Sagi:Iloveyoutoodearsecondhusband.

Shedroppedatearbeforegoingtohugeveryone

andtheytookher.Herlivinglikethiswaslike

exitinghislifeforthesecondtimeandhecouldn't



doanything.Herubbedhistearsweatingbackwith

hopetoseeheragain.

Theyallremainedseatedlookingatthegravefor

dearOdiriletoatleastscreamsothey'ddighimout

butnothinguntiltheyleft.

.
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[08/02,14:01]Lynne :Chapter90.

AtDitebogo'shouse

Kagisoleanedonthebedpressinghisphoneas

Ditebogogotoutofherclosetwithdifferentoutfits

butallhecouldsaywasnotoanyofthem.She

sighedgoingbackandcamebackwearingapink

umbrelladressandhesmiledbeforeshakinghis

head.

Ditebogo:ThenwhatamIgoingtowear?

Kagiso:(smiling)Nothing.

Ditebogo:Hahaha,funny.



Shewentbackinsidetakingoffherdressandthrew

itbythecornerholdingherwaist.Therewas

nothingelseshehasn'ttriedyethekeptsayingNo.

Shelookedatherselfonthemirrorinherpanties

andbrasmilingthenturnedonhertoeswalkingto

thebedroomstillholdingherhips.Kagisosmiled

lookingatherbeforereleasingalaughter.

Ditebogo:Whatcouldpossiblybefunny?

Kagiso:Youstandinginfrontofmenaked.

Ditebogo:why?DoImakeyoufeeluncomfortable?

Areyougayoryourdragoncantstandstill?

Kagiso:I'mgay.

Ditebogo:Yeahright..

Shesaidthatpullinghergownheadingdownstairs.

Hefrownedlookingatherandquicklyjumpedoff

wearinghisshoesfollowingher.



Kagiso:Whatdoyoumeanyeahright?

Ditebogo:Yourtoohottobestraight.Glowing

clearskinandeyecatchinglips.Yourlongbeautiful

lashesandbeautifuleyes.Basicallyyour-Idon't

know.Beautiful.Pretty.

Kagiso:Youmeanhandsomeandirresistible?

Ditebogo:No.Beautifulandpretty.

Kagiso:(satonhighchair)Onlywomanare

beautifulandpretty.Justsayyoucantbring

yourselftosayingittomyface.

Ditebogo:(Rollseyes)blahblah.Doyouwant

anything?

Kagiso:asmoothiewilldo.Sohaveyoudecided

whattowearsinceIcantchoseyouany?

Ditebogo:thewholepointofaskingyoutohelpme

withmyoutfitisbecauseIcantchoseonefor

myself.

Kagiso:Whydoyouevenneedmyopiniononyour

outfitDee?Youknowyoulookgreatimwhatever

youputon.



Ditebogo:Yourjustsayingthatcourseyourmy

friendandyouwantmetojustjumpinwhatever

comesintomymind.

Kagiso:Right.Coursethatwayyou'llfeel

comfortableandyou'llknowthatyoupickedyour

ownoutfitthatfitsyourligue.PlusIdontwantyou

showingyourbodyaroundallthosepeople-I'dbe

jealous.

Ditebogo:SomedayyouanduncleBreezewillhave

togetitintoyourthickskulsthatIneedaman.I'm

awomanandI'vegotneeds.Ineedtowakeupin

someoneIlove'sarms,snuggleinbedwithhim

andgetsome.Buildafamilyofmyown.

Kagiso:I'mheretodoallthat,youdontneeda

man.

Ditebogo:(rollingeyes)I'mtiredofcondoms.I

wantitraw.Ineedtofe-

Kagisograbbedherheadpinningherlipsonhis

kissingherbeforepullingbackpullinghisdrink.



Kagiso:Thanksforthesmoothie.Sooutofallthe

thingsyoucouldwishforatyourage,youwishfor

sex?Withoutacondom.

Ditebogo:Notlikethat.Ijustwanttobeloved.

Someonetocallmeeachandeveryday.Dayinday

out.Someonetothinkofmeineverythingtheydo.

Tobeheldclose.

Kagiso:Idothat.

Ditebogo:Youdontgetit.Yourmyfriend,of

courseyouhavetodothat.ButIwantsomeoneto

haveafamilywith,togrowoldandgraywith.

Kagisolookedatherwithhisphonestillinhishand

havingasipfromhisdrink.Shesighedlookingat

himanddamnstraighthewasrightabouthimself.

He'stotallyirresistible.

Ditebogo:Shit!Icantkeepdoingthis.



Shedroppedhergownwalkingovertohimtaking

thecupfromhishandandputitonthecounter.He

putthephonedownkissingherwhensheslidher

handintohispantsrubbinghisboy.Without

wastingtimeheturnedheraroundbendingheron

thecounterpullingherpantiesasideandtookout

hisdickstrokinghimselfandledhimselfinasshe

gasped.

AttheLyonsMansion.

AircrawledwithadummyinhismouthfromRose's

roomdowntothestairswhenDineospottedhim

andrushedoverpickinghim.

Dineo:Airyoushouldn'tbeonthestairs.

Thedooropeneddownstairsandshemadeherway

downstairsrockingAirandwhenhesawhisfather

hewavedhishandsupforhim.Breezesmiled



holdingtheplasticinhishandandtookhim.

Air:Da-Da

Breeze:Ohyeah.Itsdaddy.

Air:Babadabada

Breeze:IhavenoideawhatthatmeansbutIhope

yournotinsultingme,soI'mgonnatakeitasanI

loveyou.Iloveyoutoobigguy.

HetickledhimandhelaughedwhenJanewalkedin

justasDineowalkedupthestairs.Shesmiled

lookingatthemandwalkedoverputtingherhands

inherbackpockets.

Jane:Hi

Breeze:Hey.Ihopeit'snotearlyformetogethim,

justwantedtospendsomequalitytimewithhim

andothersbeforethepartybegins.

Jane:Itsnothing.Itsohk.



Breeze:Thanks.

Dineowalkeddownthestairsholdinghisbagand

gaveittohimthenJanewalkedthemouttothecar.

Heopenedthedoorandbuckledhimonhisseat

nexttothetwinsthenSagigavehimhisfavourite

toyticklinghimbeforesittingback.

Jane:Hii.

Sagi:Hey.

Breezefelttheawkwardairroamingwhenhebithis

lipclosingthedoorandgotinstartingtheengine.

Jane:Seeyouguysattheparty.

Breeze:Sure.

Shewavedatthemsteppingbackandhedroveoff.



MeanwhileSagishookherheadscoffingand

lookedoutofthewindow.Breezeturnedlookingat

thekidsthenather.

Breeze:Outwithitlove.Whatisit?

Sagi:Whenshesaid"seeyouattheparty"she

meantwho'sparty?Mine?CourseIdontthinkso.

Breeze:She'sAir'smotherSagi.Shehastobe

theretolookafterAir.

Sagi:Hesalsoyourchild!ihiredtwonanniesfora

reason.IfshecomestomypartyIsweartoGod

she'llregretbeingtherecourseI'lldrownherinthat

pool.She'spushingitcourseI'mbeingcollected.

Breeze:Arewedoingthisinfrontofthekids?

Sagi:BreezeIwantedtohavethispartyjustsoI

couldgetbackintotheworldoutsideafterspending

9monthsinamentalprison.Herbeingtherewill

justruineverythingforme.Icantstandher!Why

didyouinviteherinthefirstplace?

Breeze:Ohkcalmdown.Ididn'tknowit'llbesuch



anissue.I'lltellhernottocome.Butyouhaveto

understandthatshe'shismotherandIcanttossher

aside.

Sagi:Whyareyoubeingdefensive?Ididn'tsay

anythingabouthernotbeinghismother.

Breeze:I'mnotbeingdefensive.

Sagi:Yessyouare!

Breeze:Fine.Iam.Sorry.

Shesighedlookingoutsidewhenhepulledherhand

kissingit.

Breeze:I'msorrysmucles.

Sagi:Thentellhernottocome.

Breeze:FineIwill.Iloveyou

Shelookedathimputtingherhandonthegear

changingitwithherandspedup.



MeanwhileRosetossedonthemathwithherheavy

bumpbeforewakingupfacingup.Shebreathed

outwipingthesweatoffherforeheadandpickedup

herphonedialingMxolisi.Herheartskipped

realizingAirwasnotnexttoherwheretheywere

playingandshequicklybalancedherselfstanding

up.

Mxolisi:Hii.(holdingbreath)

Rose:Whereareyou?

Mxolisi:Excuseyou?(heavilybreathing)

Rose:ComeonMxolisiItoldyouIhavetobeatthe

hospitalbetweentheweek.Whyhaven'tyoucame

togetme?YousaidIshouldtellyouwithanything

concerningthebabyandnowyour-

Mxolisi:ShootI'm-so-Shit!Holdon.I'llcallyou

whenIgetthere.

Sheshookherheadhangingupcallingoutherlittle



brother.Averysharppainhitheronherabdomen

whensuddenlyshefeltbackpains.Sheleanedon

thewallholdingherwaistdoingbreathexcercises

asherstomachtightened.Shebitherliptryingnot

tomakeasounduntilshecouldn'ttakeitnomore

andscreamed.Shetriedwalkingandherwater

broke,thistimeshescreamedfordearlife.

JanecamerushingupthestairsfollowedbyDineo

andtheyhelpedherdownstairsasshefelttheurge

topush.Theywalkedtothecarandtheyhelpedher

inbeforeJanegottothedriverssidespeedingout.

AtAgym.

Mxolisididfewmoreliftingthengrabbedhistowel

wipingthesweafoffhisface.Thisiswhathe

needsafterdealingwithcomplicatedcases.A

messagenotifiedonhisphonewhenhesighed

takingitfromthearmbandreadingit.Hequickly

jumpedoffandwenttotakehisbagrunningout.



AtaNetballcourt.

Bonolowalkedfromthecourtsweatinginhergear

goingtositdowntakingoffhercapbeforerubbing

offthesweat.Shepulledherbottleofwater

drinkingwhenthegirlshewasplayingwithwalked

oversittingnexttoher.

Girl:Greatgame.Yourgood.

Bonolo:Thankyou,soareyou

Shestooduppickingherbagfishingforhercar

keyssayinghergoodbyeheadingtohercar.She

gotinlookingatherselfonthemirrorandsighed

holdingthewheel.

Acarparkednexttoherandsheturnedlookingata

couplearguinginthecar.Theladysteppedout

annoyedslammingthedoorandtheguyshookhis

headbalancingitonthewindow.Herubbedhislip

turningtothecarnexttohisandshequicklylooked



aside.

Herolledthewindowdownandsmiledwhenher

heartskippedandshestartedthecarbeforerolling

upherwindow.

Him:Ohcomeon..IswearI'mnotaserialkiller.

Bonolo:WhywouldyouassumethatIthinkthatof

you?

Him:Becouseyouravoidingmeandyouattempted

torollupyourwindowwhenIlookatyou.

Bonolo:Ormaybeyouareaserialkillerandmy

gutsareright.Whyelsewouldyouthinkofthat?

Him:Becausethat'sthefirstthingthatcrosses

everygirlsmindwhenseeingaguysmileatthem.

Astranger.

Bonolo:Andwho'sthis"Everygirl"ifImayask?

Henarrowedhiseyebrowslookingatherbefore

laughingthrowinghisheadbackwards.



Him:Wow!

Bonolo:Iwasjustasking.AnywayIhavetogo.

Him:I'mLefaMaleka.

Bonolo:Ohk.(Reversing)

Him:Ithinkthisisthepartyoutellmeyours.

Bonolo:Ithoughtsotoo.Bye.

Shewinkedathimbeforedrivingoffandhesmiled

impressedrubbinghisfaceashiswifegotinthe

car.

Her:YoumustbeinamoodwhileI'mnot.

Lefa:Justbecauseyournot,itdoesn'tmeanI

shouldn't.GetoveryourselfJasmine.

Shefrownedlickinghericecreamandgavehimhis

drinkashedroveoff.



Jasmine:Stillwearenotgoingtohaveanother

child

Lefa:Whatdoyoumean?JasmineIneedachild

.Whydoyoualwayshavetotakesomethingand

turnitintoadebate?ItoldyouthatIwanted3kids

evenbeforewegotmarriedandyousaidyoucan

carrythemforme.Whyisitanissuenow?

Jasmine:CourseyoucheatedonmeandIbetyou

stilldo.

Lefa:Forthe100thtimeJasmineI'mnotcheating.

IwouldneverandIhavenever.

Shesighedlookingoutsideasthecarspedup.

AtDitebogoshouse.

Breezeparkedthecarontheparkingspacebefore

sighingandturnedlookingatSagi.Sagismiledand



lookedoutofthewindowgigglingandBreeze

couldn'thelpbutalsochuckled.

Breeze:IdontknowifIshouldgointhereorwhat.

ShouldI?

Sagi:idontknow.Yousaidyouwantedtospend

timewiththem.Ifyouwaitthenyourplansare

ruined.I'msuretheirdonebynow,he'sbeenhere

forages.

Breeze:Idoubtthat.(Sigh)lordpleasedontlet

themscrewmyeyes,theirstillvirgin.

Sagilaughedashesteppedoutofthecarhesitantly

walkingover.Hepressedthedoorbellandthey

didn'tanswer.Hetookashortprayerbefore

walkinginwhenhiseyesfollowedthemoans

straighttothekitchencounterfromadistance.

Breeze:Kids!Myeyes!Jeez!(Putshandonhis

eyes)



TheybothgaspedandKagisopulledoutquickly

packinghimselfwithatrailandDitebogoquickly

grabbedhergownembarrassed.Breezeopened

oneeyefollowedbytheotherandsighedrubbing

hisforeheadwalkingover.BothKagisoand

Ditebogolookedawayavoidingeachotherseyesas

Breezestoodbylookingatthemholdinghis

laughterseeinghowembarrassedtheywere.

Ditebogo:CanImakeyouanything?

Breeze:Inthesamekitchenyouguysjusthadsex

ininfrontofme?I'llpass.Cleanitupthenmaybe

later.Gogetreadywe'releaving.

Ditebogo:I'msorry.

Breeze:(chuckled)Whyareyouapologizing?At

leastyournotgallivantingwithdifferentmenand

sleepingoutotherwiseI'dbemadashell.Goon.

Sheheldhergownwithherheaddownandplaced



outleavingthem.Kagisorubbedhiseyestryingto

avoidhiseyestouchingeverythingaroundhim

beforesittingdownashestoodtherewithhis

handsfolded.Kagisolookedathimmeetinghis

eyesandquicklylookedawaycheckingthetimeon

hisphonethenputitbacktakingasipfromhis

smoothie.

Kagiso:Weweregonnacomeyouknow.

Breeze:Iknow.

Kagiso:Right,youknow.

Breeze:(laughs)Wasitgood?

Kagiso:What?

Breeze:Youheardme.

Kagiso:(clearsthroat)Yeah.

Breeze:Youdorealizethatyouguyscantkeepup

withthis.AtfirstIthoughtitwasherwaytoget

overherbrotherspassinganddidn'twanttogetin

thewayofhergrievingbutit'sbeensixmonths.

Youneedtodosomethingaboutthatorelseyou'll



ruinher,andIdon'twantthatforeitherofyou.

Unlessyouloveher.

Kagisolookedathimwiththeglassonhislips

drinkingslowlyandhecouldhearasheswallowed

downhisthroat.

Breeze:Doyou?

Kagiso:(stilldrinking)

Breeze:Ifyoudontthenstopleadingheron.She's

gotfeelingsandclearlyifherkneescangetthis

weakwiththesoundfoyourvoice,she'sintoyou.

Deep.Pleasedontkeepupwiththis.

Ditebogowalkeddownstairsinhersimplecotton

tracksuitsandherhairtiedasabunwithsocksand

sleepers.Shepulledthesleevesinherfistsfolding

herhandsandtheyturnedlookingatherstill

embarrassed.



Breeze:Comeonlittlesister,losenup.IpromiseI

didn'tseeanything.Ionlyheardhimbreathinglike

anoldgeneratornothingbig.Comeon-

Hesidehuggedherwalkingoutwithher.

Kagiso:Ihavefewclotheshere,letmerefreshup

quickly.

Breeze:2mins.

Kagiso:2..?Right.

Hegalpedhissmoothieandwalkedupstairs

rubbinghisheadastheyheadedtothecar.

Sheopenedthedoorandsmiledlookingatthekids

playingthenshegotinplayingwiththemasBreeze

andSagicommunicatedwiththeireyesweirdly

tellinghertotalktoDitebogo.Sagisighedwitha

straightfaceandhewinkedatherwalkingbackto

thehouse.Shegatherdhermotherlysideand

turnedlookingathercarryingbabyMelo.



Sagi:Areyouohk?

Ditebogo:Yeah..

Sagi:Wereyouguyshavingsex?

Ditebogo:(hidesfacewithMelokuhleliftingher)..

Sagi:ComeonTebogo.Youcantalktome.Tell

youwhat,I'mfreakymyself.Ilovesex.Iloveit.At

leastyoudoitunderaroof,atyourageIdidn'tcare

.YouruncleandIdiditeverywhere,eveninfrontof

hisfriendsandtheywouldn'tnoticeexceptyour

brothercoursehekneweverylittlesecret.Ina

restroomatmalls,parkinglot,underatree-ata

park,atthepoolsandwhenwewerestillincollege

wewereworse.

Ditebogosmiledmovingthebabyandlookedather

sayingyeswithherhead.SagismiledpickingAir's

dummyandwipeditputtingitinhisbagcoursehe

didn'twantitanymore.



Sagi:Wellsexisgoodandhealthy.Butitalsohas

effects.Likethem.Didyouuseacondom?

Ditebogo:Itjusthappenedsofastwedidn'tgetthe

timetorunupstairsandgetone.

Sagi:There'salwaystimetogetacondomsis.

Especiallywhenit'sinthehousejustfewsteps

away.Anerectionwouldn'thavediedbythenand

bothofyouwouldstillbehotlikemad.Ifthereisn't

thenbothofyoucandoitnexttimeortryother

sexualactivitiesthatdontincludehimthrustingin

andoutofyou.

Ditebogo:...

Sagi:Youjustgraduatedandfoundagreatjobasa

lawyer.Dontmessthatupforyourselfbybringing

ababyyetinthisworld.Havingababyisagreat

thing,ablessingandI'msureyouwantonebutjust

-workonyourselfandprepareyoursurroundingfor

itsarrival.Andfirststepistobeonpillsthough

theyaren't100%protectiveoralwayscarrya

condomwhereveryougo.Twooftheminyour

backpocketsjustincaseyougetheatedinfrontof



him.It'snotmenonlythathavetocarrycondoms

butanyonewho'ssexuallyactive.Andtest.You

dontknowhowmanygirlshe'sbeenwithandhe

doesn'tknowhowmanyyou'vebeenwith.Besmart

andkeepyourhoneypotsweet.

Ditebogo:Iunderstand.Iwill,thankyou.

BreezeandKagisowalkedoutofthehousehaving

achatwithhisheaddownandshecouldtellwhat

thatwasaboutcourseassoonastheyapproached

theykeptquitegettingin.

Breeze:I'mseriousKagiso.

Kagiso:Igotit.IpromiseMrDad

Hepickedairfromhisseatplayingwithhimand

Ditebogolookedathimadmiringthissiteasthecar

droveoff.Helookedsogoodwithababy.Enzo

criedfromtheseatandhelaughedtakinghim

puttingthembothonhislaps.Herealisedshewas



lookingathimandwinkedatherwhensherolled

hereyessmilingfacingawaythentheyboth

continuedplayingwiththekidsastheyheadedto

themall.

AtBreezeshouse.

Later

Differentsizesandmodelsofcarsparkedinand

outsidetheyardfilled.Butafewpeoplewerethere

andmostlytheonesSagiknew.Itwasjustasmall

partywithneighborsandfriendnothingbig.Fullof

drinksandfood.

Sagituckedthekidsintheircotsbeforekissing

eachofthemwiththenanniesstandingby.She

smiledwalkingtothedoor.

Sagi:Thewallsaresoundproofed,ifyouneed

anythingjustcallme.I'mhere,IwontgetdrunkI'm

stillbreastfeeding.



Both:Yesmam.

Shewalkedoutclosingthedoorwhensheheard

oneofherfavoritesongs(HeymamabyDavid

GuettaftNickiMinaj)playingdownstairsandranin

herheelsheadingoutaseveryonefollowed.

Shegottothestageshakingherwaistaseveryone

rejoicedwithher.CallingtheirclubDJwas

definitelyagreatidea.Thoughthesongwasoldit

stillhither.ShepulledBonoloandDitebogoon

stageandtheyjoinedinwhentheDJpassedher

themike.

Crowd:

Bemywoman,girl,i'mma

Beyourman..

Bemywoman,girl,imma

Beyourman..



Sagi/Bonolo/Ditebogo:

YesIdothecooking

Yesidothecleaning

Yesikeepthenanarealsweetforyoureating

Yesyoubethebossnyesiberespecting

Whateverthatyoutellme'courseitsgameyoube

spitting

Bestbelievethatwhenyouneedthat

I'llprovidethatyouwillalwayshaveit

I'llbeondeckkeepitincheck

WhenyouneedthatI'mmaletyouhaveit

MeanwhileBreezeandKagisosatoncampchairs

bythepoollookingatthemastheyshookwhattheir

mamasgavethemandtheirwaist.Shedidn'tlook

likeamotheroftwo,actually4.Herbodywasback



tothewayitwasandherjumpsuitfittedherreally

wellrevealingherhourglassfigure.

Kagiso:Can'tbelievetheirdoingallthisinheels.

Breeze:Womanarefullofsurprises.Shedoesn't

easilyfallwhenwearingheelsbuttripandfallwhen

theirwearingcomfortableshoes.Didyouseehow

sherantothestage?Iwasscaredforasecond

she'llloseherteeth.

TheylaughedlookingatthemwhenDitebogoand

SagiflirtedwiththemwhenanothersongbyDavid

GuettaftNickiMinaj-Turnmeonplayed.They

swallowedsippingatthesametimeandhisphone

recievedanotification.Heignoredituntilthesong

wasoverandtheygotoffstageheadingtowhere

thedrinksweretakingTropica's.

Hetookhisphoneoutandfrownedlookingatthe

messageandstoodupheadingtothegate.He

lookedaroundandspottedJane'scar4houses

awayandsippedhisdrinkwalkingoverandgotin.



Jane:WhatdidyoumeanIshouldn'tshowup?My

childisintherewithabunchofstrangers.

Breeze:Youseemtoforgetthatnotonlyishe

yoursbutalsomine.I'mhisfatherandtrustmei

wouldn'tletanyharmcomenearhim.Theyarein

thehouseandnooneisallowedinthere.

Jane:AnyonecangetinBreeze!He'snotsafein

thereyoucouldhavebroughthimbackandI'lllook

afterhimmyself.

Breeze:Pleasedontruinmymood.Weagreedwell

thatwe'llco-parentandnowit'smyturntohavehim.

Jane:Youpeoplearegettingdrunk.Whoknows

whatwillyourlosecandowhenshe'sdrunktomy

baby?

Breeze:Dontyoudarecallmywifealosecan!Just

becauseshe'spatientwithyoudoesn'tmeanshe's

overwhatyoudid.AndSagicouldneverharmAir

she'snotevendrinking.Dontpokeherorshe'll

strikeanditwontbefun.IfIeverhearanotherword

fromyourmouthinsultingherI'llsaveyouthepain



fromherhandsandyou'llhaveitfromme.(Opens

door)Justleavecourseyourwastingmytime,I

dontevenknowwhyyourhere.

Jane:IsaidIwantmychildBreeze.

Breeze:Gosleep.

Jane:I'mnotgoinghome,I'mgoingtothehospital.

Bringmybaby.

Breeze:Soyouthinkdrivingatthistimeofanight

withhimissaferthanhimstayinginasecured

housewherenooneisallowedtoenter?Comeon

Jane,getoveryourselfthisthingofyoursis

workingonourlastnervesnow.

Heslammedthedoorwalkingbackandshe

clenchedherjawsstartingtheengineanddroveoff.

MeanwhileSagihidwithacarasBreezepassedby

andJane'scarthenstoodupwithaneutralface

andnofeelingsaboutwhatshejustsaw.Shefixed

herhairandherwristswatchwalkingbacklikea

queenswingingherwaist.
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AtBreezeshouse.

Thenextdayearlyinthemorningaround2am.

Bonolotossedonthebedthenfinallyopenedher

eyeslookinground.SheturnedtoDitebogo'sside

butshewasn'tthere.Herheartskippedabitand

sherubbedhereyesgettingoffthebedgoingtothe

insuitforapeethenwashedherhandsandface

walkingout.

Shegrabbedhergownwalkingoutdownthe

hallwaywhenshestoppedhearingmoans.

Itsbeensixmonthswithoutsexandeverytimeshe

thinksofitherheartbreakscourseshe'llneversee

himeveragain.

ShewalkedovertoKagiso'sdoorandstoodby

swallowingbeforetryingtoopenbutitwaslocked.

Shebitherlipfeelingstupidandsighedwalking

downstairstothekitchenmakingherselfsomefood

thenwenttositonthedinnertablealone.Shetook

abitefromthedrumstickandputitbacklickingher

fingerclosinghereyesasthedeliciousnesswaterd



hermouthdownherthroattoherstomach.

Footstepsapproachedfrombehindherand

someoneheldhershouldersslowlyleaningtoher

neckkissingherleavinghickeys.Shegasped

feelinghishandsslowlygoingdowntoherbreast

rubbingthemwhiletheotherhandheldherneck.

Bonolo:(moaning)MmhOdirile..

Odirile:HelloLove.

Hepulledherheadmakingherfaceupkissingher

whithhishandtravellingdowntohergirlandshe

partedherlegsgivinghimaccess.Heslowly

rubbedherandshetwistedhertoesbitingherlip

underthekiss.Thiswasmadgood.Sheusedher

onehandpullinghiminfurtherintothekiss

moaninginhismouthasheincreasedthepace.

Shegaspedfeelingherselfgettingcloseandbroke

thekissbitingherlip.



Bonolo:(outofbreath)Od-irileIamahhhhhh..

Sheheldhishandasheleanedonherearwhileshe

heldherandhepushedherhairoffwhisperingin

herearwhileshemoanedfordearpleasure.

Odirile:(softly)Wakeuplove.

Bonolo:mmmhh..aahhh

Odirile:Wakeup!

Shequicklyopenedhereyesoutofbreathfacingup

theceiling.Hereyesroamedaroundandshe

realizedshewasstillinbed.Sheturnedlookingat

DitebogoandKagisostandingbythebedwith

concernedfaceswhentearsstartedtoblurher

sightandKagisosatnexttoherpullingherinahug.

Ditebogoalsosnuggleinnexttoherholdingher

handasshecriedtoKagiso'schest.



Bonolo:(crying)Whydidyouwakeme?

Ditebogo:Courseyouweredrowningina

nightmarecallingoutmybrother.Moaningouthis

name.That'snotnormal.

Bonolo:Itis!Iwaswithhimandyoutookhim

awayfromme!

Kagiso:Whatwereyoudoingwithhim?

Bonolo:Exactlywhatwedideverytimeweare

together!(Crying)Iwanthimback!

Ditebogo:Andyousayitsnormal?Girlhavingsex

inadreamisnotnormal,it'sbad.

Bonolo:Itsnot!

Kagiso:Yesitis.Doyouknowhowlongwe've

beenstandingheretryingtowakeyou?Whole30

mins.Shetriedclosingyourlegsbuttheywouldn't.

Sheturnedlookingatthemwithafrownandtears.

Ditebogosighedbeforegivingherherhandand

helpedheroffthebed.Kagisogotoffpullingthe

sheetsoffandfrownedlookingatthestainonthe



bed.Hermouthdroppedlookingatthestainand

quicklyrantothemirrorlookingatherselfwet.

Bonolo:Nonono!No!

ShesankdownbythewallcryingandKagiso

walkedoverpickingherandDitebogorushedtothe

bathroom preparingherabath.Heputhernextto

itbeforewalkingbackandDitebogolookedathim

confused.

Ditebogo:Whereareyougoing?

Kagiso:Givingyougirlsamomenttogetherinthe

bathtub.

Ditebogo:Why?It'snotlikeyou'veneverseenher

nakedbefore.

Kagiso:Idon'tknowifshefeelsthesamewayand

she'snotlikeyou.

Bonolo:(sobbing)Itsohk.She'sright.Dontgo.



Hesighedwalkingoverandshetookoffherclothes

gettinginthebathtub.Sheleanedbackclosingher

eyeswithuncontrollabletears.Ditebogopulledher

handgentlysqueezingit.Kagisosighedwalking

overwhenheheardsomeonecallinghim.He

turnedaroundlookingintheroomthensighed

hopingthekidsarefine.

Herealisedthewallsweresoundproofedandhis

heartpoundedasthevoicebeganfillinghisears.

Kagiso:Canyouhearthat?

Ditebogo:Hearwhat?

Kagiso:Youtellingme,youcan'thearanything?At

all?

Ditebogo:Nothing.

Kagiso:I'mcoming.

Hisheartpoundedevenmorewhenhewalkedout



ofthebathroomleavingthemwithquestionmarks

ontheirfaces.Hewalkedtothekidsroomand

slightlyopenedthedoorlookingatthemasleepwith

thenanniessleepingonthebednexttotheirs.He

closedthedoorrubbinghisearswhenhespotted

someoneonthestairsstanding.

Helookedaroundwalkingoverandrealizeditwas

Nakedi.Thistimeherfacewasclear.He

swallowedlookingatherwhenshesmiledwalking

awayandhefollowedhernotrealizingheeven

walkedoutofthedoorbarefoot.

Meanwhilethegirlssatinthebathroomwaitingfor

hisreturnforoveranhour.

Bonolo:Whereishe?

Ditebogo:I'msurehe'sonacallwithRoseor

something.

Bonolo:Aretheytogetheragain?

Ditebogo:Ihopenot.



Bonolo:(smiling)Whynot?

Ditebogo:Course-Idontknow.Hetakesalotof

effortandbelieveinhimthathe'llhealafteraheart

break.Idontwanttoseehimhurteveragain.Idont

wanthimtodateanymore.

Bonolo:Doyoulikehim?

Ditebogo:What?

Bonolo:Comeonit'sjustusgirls.Youcantellme.

Ditebogo:He'syourex.

Bonolo:Myex.Youright.I'moverit.Itsohkifyou

lovehim,justbecarefulnottohurthim.He'sa

devilindisguise.Heisabeautifulsoulfulloflove

justdontgettoocomfortableinhisloveandthink

bycheatinghewouldn'treact,hedoesandbadly.

Ditebogo:JustthatI'mnotsurehefeelsthesame.

Idontwanttoruinmyperfectfriendshipwithhim

oversomestupidfeelings.

Bonolo:Theyaren'tstupid,especiallyforhim.He

alsofindsifhardtorevealhisfeelingsandwhenhe

doesitssomethingelse.He'llalwaysbeadarling



andgiveyouallthelove.ButIseehe'sbeendoing

allthosetoyoueventhoughyournotdating.He

lovesyouDitebogo.Isaweventhewayhelooksat

you.Heusedtolookatmelikethatbutnowits

beyondwithyou.He'sagoodguy.

Ditebogo:(smiling)Well..enoughaboutme.Let's

talkaboutyoursituationcourseIdoubtmybrother

willhuntyouorsomehowturnintoyourspiritual

husband.Helovedyouandhewouldn'tdothatto

you.

Bonolo:MaybeitsbecauseIfindithardmoving

pastthiscourseitoccurreddaysaftertheburial.

Ditebogo:Ithinkyou'restartingtoexperiencewhat

Rosellahasbeengoingthrough.Weneedtobook

youinasanitariumasfastaswecanorelseKagiso

willhaveanotherweighonhisshoulderstoliftoff.

Bonolo:(smiling)Youseeyoucareabouthim.

Ditebogo:(smiling)Idont!

Theylaughedandshestoodupsmilingather



Ditebogo:Letmegocheckhim.

Bonolo:ohk.

ShewalkedoutheadingtoKagiso'sroomwithher

heartdancingandfrownednotfindinghimthere.

Shewenttotheinsuitbeforegoingouttocheckhim

.Shewalkeddownthehallwayandrealizedthere

wasamoonlightreflectiononthetile.Thefear

consumedherandsheslowlywalkedoveruntilto

thedoorlookingoutsideandgaspedlookingatthe

gatewideopen.Herheartskippedandshequickly

ranbacktobangonBreezesbedroomdoor.

InsideSagipousedridingwithherlegsvibratingout

ofbreathsweatingwhileBreezeheldherwaistalso

heavilybreathing.

Breeze:Seriously?I'mhavingmygloryhere.

Sagi:(smiling)Gocheckonthem.Maybe

somethingiswrong.



Breeze:Nothingiswrongcomeonlet's-(banging

harder)ohk..

Theypulledoffandhesighedstillfeelinghisblood

hotgettinginhissweatpantsshirtlesswhileshe

wrappedherselfwithatowelbothwearingsleepers

andheadedtothedoor.

Ditebogo:(scared)Ifoundthedoorwideopen.I

cantfindhiminhisroom.

Breeze:Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindhim?

Didn'thesayanythingtoyouguys?

Ditebogo:No..Wewerealltogetheranhourago

helpingBonolowhensuddenlyhestartedaskingif

weheardsomething.Whichwedidn't,thenhesaid

he'scomingandnowIcantfindhim.(Teary)Do

youthinktheJackisbackforhimtoo?

Breeze:That'simpossible,Jackisinjail,Idoubt

he'llbegettingoutanytimesoon.(Wenttogethis

gun)



Sagi:Butitdoesn'tmeanhecan'tgethiseyeson

thegroundouthere.Letmegetdressed.

Breeze:NoI'llgolookoutsideforhim,youallstay

here.

HewentoutcheckinghisbulletswhenBonolo

camerushingtothemstillwetinhergown

confused.

Bonolo:What'shappening?Iseverythingohk?

Ditebogo:(crying)Ican'tfindhim,I'mscared.I

don'tknowwhy.

Sagi:itsohk..we'llfindhim.Letmegetdressed

andwewiwaitdownstairs.IfBreezedoesn'tcome

backwithhimwetakeitinourhandstoo.

Shewentbackinsideandwenttogetdressedwhen

Breezewalkedingoingtohisclosettochangeinto

comfortableclothesbeforepickinghiskeys.



Breeze:I'llgolookforhim.Hecantbethatfarif

he'swalkingonfoot.

Sagi:Theguard?Whatdoeshesay?

Breeze:Hesaidhedidn'tseeanything.Hedidn't

seehimwalkoutorhearthegateopen.

Sagi:Howisthatevenpossible.

Breeze:WithKagiso,anythingispossible.

Heplantedakissonherforeheadwearinghis

leatherjacketonhiswayoutasshefollowed

downstairs.Heclosedthedoorandshewenttothe

kitchenfindingBonolomaking3cupsofcoffeeas

Ditebogo'sstomachturned.Sheswallowed

standingandwenttogetaglassdrinkingwaterbut

hermouthjustfilled.Sheheldhermouthasthe

pukefilledhermouthandsherantothenearby

bathroomandfellonherkneesvomitinginthetoilet

.Thegirlsfollowedstandingbythedoorlookingat

hervomitingfor2minsstraightandcollapsedout



ofbreathsweating.

Sagi:OhmyGod...

Bonolo:Thatcantbegood,right?

Sagi:AreyouthinkingwhatI'mthinking?

Bonolo:Iguessso.

Ditebogo:What...?(Pitsinthetoiletthenflashed)

Both:Whenlastdidyouseeyourperiods?

Shelookedattheconfusedbeforeclosingthetoilet

seatandsatonitthinkingofif.

Ditebogo:Abouttwoweeksback.Why?

Bonolo:Twoweeksispossible,right?

Sagi:Right,plusshedidn'tgiveherselfabreak.

Ditebogo:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Both:Yourpregnant.



Ditebogo:(gasped)What?(Laughs)Nonono,no

wayI'mpregnant.

Shestoodupfromthetoiletandwashedhermouth

andfaceonthesinkbeforelookingatherselfonthe

mirrorthenattheirreflectiontoo.

Ditebogo:Areyouserious?

Both:...

Sagi:Let'sgolookforKagiso.

Ditebogo:Yeah.

TheywalkedoutbutbeforeDitebogoandBonolo

wenttogetdressedmeetingherinthecarand

droveouttakingadifferentroutesearching.

Sagi:Yousaidyouguyswerehelping

Bonolo..Whatwereyouhelpingherwithat2am?



TheylookedatoneanotherandDitebogoheldher

hand.

Ditebogo:She'shavingahardtimecomingto

termswithOdirile'sdeathwhichsomehowleadsher

tohavingnightmaresofthemhavingsexual

intercourse.IthinkthisisthesamethingthatRose

sufferedandIwashopingwecantalktohermother

andsendhertothesanitariumbeforeitworsens.

Sagi:Oh..Isee.Howareyouthough?

Bonolo:I'llbefine.I'mjustgladtobepartofthis

caringfamily.Let'snottalkaboutmenow,Kagiso

needsus.He'salwaysbeenthereforallofus,it's

timewebethereforhim.

Atthehospital.

RosesatonthebedlookingatMxolisiwalking

aroundwiththebabywithapricelessface.Jane



smiledandpulledherhand.

Rose:Thatbabyisanewborn,youcan'tberocking

himthismuch.Letmebreastfeedhim?

Mxolisi:Andyoujustgavebirthyouneedtorest,

noonewillstealthisbaby.

Rose:Iheldhimfor10minsonlyandyoutookhim

fromme,letmeholdhim.(playfullycrying)

Mxolisi:Ohcomeon.You'llspenddayswithhim,

letmejustenjoythismomentwithmyson.Please

mummy.

Theylaughedandhewalkedovergivinghimtoher.

Shesmiledbreastfeedinghimashewavedhislittle

handoutoftheblanket.Hegentlyputitbackinand

satnexttoheronthebed.

Jane:SoIseewe'reallinjoyherebutIhaven't

heardanameyet.What'shisname?



Rose:Aiden.Whatdoyouthink?

Mxolisi:Itscool.Ilikeit.AidenAkanyangMaleka.

Jane:Sweet.Nowlettheboyseehergranny

batho...

ThedoorflewopenandAbigailwalkedinfollowed

bytherestoftheMalekafamilyholdingballoons

andgiftallhappysurroundingthebed.

Jacob:Hellomydear.

Rose:Dumelang.

Betty:HowareyoungwetsiyaMaleka?

Rose:(laughs)ketengmma.

Abigailsmiledatherbeforesittingonthechair

holdingherhand.

Abigail:Howareyoufeeling?



Rose:I'mhappyaboutthebabyandseeingallthis

peopleherewelcomingmybabywithwarmhands

intotheirfamily,justthatIhopedthatminewill

alsobeheretoo.(Wipestear)

Abigail:YoumeanKagiso?

Rosella:allofthembutmostlyhim.Yeah.

Abigail:I'msurehe'sgotheldupcourseIheard

therewasapartyyesterday.AndI'malsosorryI

tooklongtogetherehadtogocollectsomeofhis

familymembersplusgetreadytoleavethebuilding

intoanother.

Rose:Itsohk.I'mgladyourherenow.

Melinda:Andhow'smyfavoritepersonafterthe

hugediamonddeliveryshedeliveredintoourfamily

?

Rose:(smiling)Melinda..(theyhugged)ohmy

God,Isawyouonlyatthewedding,thoughtI'll

neverseeyouagain.

Melinda:Nevergirl.I'mmaalwaysbeherewhen

youandmyninjahereneedme.



Abigail:Sowhathisname?

Rose:AidenAkanyangMaleka.

Melinda:Wow..Adorable.

Theylaughedasotherfamilymemberspassed

eachotherthebabywhileAbigailsatbylooking.

Hereyeswelledupintearsandwhenshelookedat

Rosehersmilewassobrightthatitmadeherfeel

lessofherselfinstantly.Shequicklystoodup

excusingherselfandranoutcrying.

FeelingherpainRosepulledMxolisi'shandand

whisperedintohisear.

Mxolisi:Areyouserious?OhmyGod.

Rose:Gofindher.

Heexcusedhimselfandfollowedherleavingthe

familywithRosellaandthebaby.

Helookedaroundforhercarandsawacar



reversingwithspeedandpredictedwhichturnit'll

takeandstoodonit'sway.

Abigaillookedathimstandingbeforethecaras

tearsrolledoutuncontrollably.Shedidn'tdeserve

himifhecantbearhimafruit.Shetoldherselfthat

whenherdooropenedandMxolisileanedover

pullingthehandbrickthenherlegsgettingin

betweenthempullingherintoatighthug.

Abigail:(crying)imsorry..sorryicantgiveyoua

child...I'msososorry.

Mxolisi:There'snothingtoapologizeforbaby.I

loveyouwithorwithoutababy.Ibelieveintimewe

willhaveone.Abigailyoucantkeepblaming

yourselffornotbeingabletohaveachildeverytime

youseesomeone'schild,youdidn'tchosenotto

haveone.Godwillblessussometime.Wejust

havetokeepthefaith.

Heliftedherheadrubbinghertearsandkissedher.



Mxolisi:YourmyfianceandIloveyou.Always

keepthatinmind.

Abigail:Iloveyoutoo.
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[08/02,14:02]Lynne :Chapter92.

AtBreezeshouse.

Thedetectivessatoppositethemtakingstatements

beforestandingandheadedout.Bonolostoodup

fromytheseatandwenttotakeaglassofwater

drinkingandleanedonthecounter.His

disappearancedidnotsitwellwithhereither.

Breezewalkedingoingtotherefrigeratorandtook

outabottleifwaterthestoodnexttoher.

Breeze:Heardabouttheincident?

Bonolo:Oh..right.

Breeze:Ipromisewe'llgetyouhelp.



Bonolo:Thankyou.

Breeze:Youohk?

Bonolo:Iwillbe.Ijusthopetheyfindhimquickly

courseDitebogoseriouslyneedshim.

Breeze:Yeah..Ijustdon'tunderstandhowhecould

justdisappearwithoutatrace.Bynowheshouldbe

back.Healwaysfindhiswayhomeevenwhenhe's

takenby-holdon.

Bonolo:Whatisit?

Breeze:Nakedi.Ohmygoodness.Thisgirlisa

paininthebuttocks.

Herushedoutandshefollowedgoingtothesitting

roompickinghisphone.

Rosella:(smiling)HeyuncleBreeze.

Breeze:HeyRose.IsKagisowithyou?

Rosella:No..haven'tseenhiminweeks.



Breeze:Eventalktohim?

Rosella:No...Why?Isheohk?Didanything

happentohim?

Breeze:Uhm..Whereareyou?

Rosella:I'mgettingreadytoleavethehospital.

DoctorssaidI'mfineandthebabyisallhealthy.

Breeze:Yougavebirth?

Rosella:Yeah.Iwashopingyouguyswouldbe

therebutIguessIwaswrong.Youhavebigger

problemstodealwiththancomecheckonthe

daughterofthesamemanthatalmostblewupyour

sonbutinsteaditwasyourfriend.

Breeze:Dontsaythat.

Rosella:Noit'sTRUEuncle.Yourallavoidingme.

Evenwhenyoucomecheckonairyoudonttalkto

melikeyouusedtoobutinsteadstandatthedoor

thenleave.

Breeze:RosellaI'mnotavoidingyou.Yourmy

niece.Justthatbeinginthathouseoverwhelms

meandIhavetogetinanywaybecauseofAir.



Sorryifyoufeltneglected.

Rosella:Itsohk.Kindagotusedtoit.

Breeze:Sowhat'shisname?

Rosella:HisnameisAidenAkanyangMaleka.

Breeze:Cool.We'llcomecheckonhim.Ipromise.

Hehangupandturnedtotheladiesfindingalleyes

inhim.Heshruggedpickinghisjacketandcarkeys

.

Breeze:Yessyouallaregoing.

Ditebogo:Ican'tstandhersight.AllIcanseeis

herfatherin

Bonolo:Whombythewaytooktheloveofmylife

awayfromme.Rippedmeachancetoloveandbe

loved.

Sagi:Samehere.Rosellaisherfather'slookalikein

afemaleform.Hekidnappedmeandtried

operatingmybabiesouttogivethemupfor



adoption.Istillneedtimetogetoverthat.

Breeze:Bytimeyoumeanblamingherforher

father'sdoing?Roseisnotatfaulthere.Shedidn't

wrongeitherofyouandyouguyshurtherby

puttingalltheblametoherwhenshe'sinnocent.

Rightnowsheneedsherfamily.Sagiyourher

favouriteauntandshelooksuptoyoubutyour

avoidingheratallcost.Ditebogo-thoughyouboth

didn'ttalkregularlysheconsidersyouasister

courseshedoesn'thaveany.Bonolo,youjustgot

intothisfamilyandyourealizehowmessedupitis,

Igetit.Butonethingiswecareandloveeachother.

Forgivenessbeingtheroottogrowingthisfamily

tree.(Throwshands)Butthat'snotthecase.

Rosellagavebirthyesterdayandyouallaregoing

tocheckher.Likeitornot!Spareyourimmaturity

forfewhoursandbewomanthatsupportother

woman.Playtheladycodeforabit.

Hewalkedoutthedoorandtheyalllookedatone

anothernotknowingwhattosay.OfcourseSagi

hadalottosayjustthatshewantedtolearnhowto



collectherself.Shesighedstandingandwalkedup

stairstothenurseryroomfindingthekidseating

thenhelpedthenannies.

Bonolo:He'srightthough.We'reblamingthe

wrongpersonhere.

Ditebogo:Idontknowaboutthat.Thisisalsoher

fault.Ifshehadn'tbeenobsessedwiththedead

maybeunclewouldn'thavehadachildwithJane

andthebrotherswouldn'thavefoughtlikethat

puttingmybrotherslifeontherope.

Bonolo:Butareyouwillingtoweighyoursoulwith

allthisforthenextupcomingyearsinsteadof

movingonpastthis.I'mnotsayingforgetcourse

that'shighlyimpossiblebutareyou?

Ditebogo:Yess.Foraslongasittakes.

Bonolo:Yeahthat'sthething,evenifyoudo-the

sunwillstillshinebrightanddownthemountain

butherlifewontstopcourseofthegrudgeyouhold

.Shegavebirthtoahealthybabythatshouldtell

youthatevenaftersolongputtingtheguiltonher



shestillflourished.Courseweareblamingthe

wrongperson.IknowJackbeinginjaildoesn't

justifyanything.Iknowthat.Butit'stimeyoutake

careofyourselfandleaveallthisbehind,your

pregnant.

Ditebogo:I'mnotpregnant.

Bonolo:Stillyouneedtotakecareofyourbodyand

soul.Dontlettheanythingholdyouback.

Ditebogo:Sayssomethingmakingamalfunction

break.

Bonolo:(laughs)Wedon'tknowthatyet.

Shesatnexttoheandheldherhandsmiling.

Ditebogo:MybrotherlovedyouandIknowifhe

washerehe'dhateseeingyoulikethis.He'dwish

foryoutoliveyourlifetothefullest.Havekidsand

afamilyyoualwayswanted.

Bonolo:ButIhaveafamilynow.Youguysaremy

familyandIwontthrowthataway.Ever.Justwish



heandIhadmoretimetogetmarriedcourseIdon't

seemyselfwithanotherman.AndIdonteverwant

tobewithanotherpersonifit'snothim.Ilovehim

evenwhenIcantseehimeveryday.Istillfeelhis

presencearoundusandIknowhe'sherelooking

outforuslikehealwaysdid.

Ditebogosmiledhuggingherandsighedbot

wantingtoletgo.

Ditebogo:Therecouldbeaway.

Bonolo:For?

Ditebogo:Foryoutwotogetmarried.

Bonolo:(smiling)Areyouserious?

Ditebogo:Yes.Wejusthavetotalktotheelders

firstandthey'ddoeverythingtraditionally.

Bonolo:OhmyGod,thankyou.

Atthegraveyard.



BreezestoodinfrontofNakedi'sgravenotknowing

whattosayordo.Heshookhisheadrubbinghis

faceandputhishandsinthepockets.

Breeze:DamnIusedtolikeyouthinkingyoura

goodfriend.Butallyoudoisinflictpain.Youknow

Ithoughtafterthecleansingyou'llletthembebut

insteadyourclingingontoKagiso.Whenyour

friendhurthimyoulayeddeadnotdoinganything

andnowthathe'shealingyourbackwithyour

tantrums.Dontyougettired.Restnanarest!Your

deadforchristsake!Whyareyoutakingoutyour

worrytolivetotheliving?Yourfriendisfreeofyou

andI'msurethatdoesn'tsitwellwithyourbonesso

yourtakingitoutofKagiso,juststopit!We'retired

ifyounow!

Heturnedleavingbutthenstoppedturningback.



Breeze:AndrightnowI'mleaving.I'mgoingtolook

forhimtoGodknowswhereyouthrewhimLEAD

THEWAYorI'llcrushthistombstoneofyoursand

noonewillevervisityouagain.Restinpeace.

Twogirlswhowerevisitingtheonecloserto

Nakedi'sturnedlookingathimandhegavethem3

secondssmilebeforewalkingawaynotsureif

Nakedireallyheardhimorwhat.

AtAriver.

Around19h00

AtraditionalhealersatarocklookingatKagisostill

asleeponthehugeflatrockwithhisfeetstillinthe

water.Shestoodupandwenttopickaherbwhen

Kagisotossedfacingupfeelingthecoldfromthe

rockandquicklyopenedhiseyes.Hisheart

poundedbutnotlikethewayitusuallydidwhenhe



isscaredandhetossedonhisstomachusinghis

handsasapillow.Healreadyknewhehadtowalk

fromhereuntilhomeatthistimeofnightand

somehowhedidn'tfeellikeitalltired.

Herealisedhehadhishandsasfistsallalongand

satonhisbuttopeninghishandholdingabone.

Traditionalhealer:Haveyoueveraskedyourself

whyshe'dchoseyououtofallthepeople?Whyyou

weretheonlyoneabletocommunicatewithher?

Seeher?Andwhyeverythingyouhadtrembled?

Tellmeyoudidn'treallythinkallthatwilljustunfold

inyourplate.Orshe'djustcomestraighttoyou

withoutavalidreasonwhyshe'dturntoyouforhelp.

Kagiso:...

Traditionalhealer:Itsbecouseyourgifted.And

nowtheywantyoutoembracethat.

Kagiso:They?

Traditionalhealer:Weshouldstartearlytomorrow

morningyouneedtorestfirst.



Kagiso:Excuseme?

Traditionalhealer:Letsgo.

Kagiso:Gowhere?Hello!Ineedtogethome.

Traditionalhealer:Youwill.Butnotanytimesoon.
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[08/02,14:03]Lynne :Chapter93

AttheLyonsMansion.

Theyallsteppedoutofthecarholdingthegiftbags

andclosedthedoorwalkingtothedoorpressing

thedoorbell.

Bonolo:Whyareyouallsouptight?Relax.

Sagi:I'mnotuptightgirl,thoughtofseeing

someoneinthisdoorjustmakesmenauseous.

ThedooropenedandtheywalkedingreetingDineo.

Sagi:Hey..isshehomeyet?



Dineo:Yeahtheyarrivedhoursago.

Sagi:Suretheydid.WhyamIevenaskingatthis

time?

Theyalllaughedwalkingupstairstoherroomand

knockedbeforeentering.

Rosella'afacebrightenedsmilingandbalanced

herselfontheheadboardastheysatnexttoheron

thebedandBonolopickedthebabyasthetwoof

themhuggedher.Tearsburnedhereyesandthey

startedflowingontheirshoulders.

Sagi:I'msosorrymylove.

Ditebogo:SoamI.

Bonolo:Metoo.

Rosella:Itsohk..whatmatterisyourherenow.To

seemybaby.

Theypassedeachotherthebabyandgaveherthe



giftbags.Shetookoutthebabyclothesandthey

weresoadorablethankingthem.

Rosella:Thisarecute,thankyou.

Sagi:Yourwelcome.Ohkthisguylookslikehis

daddyoramIseeingthings?

Ditebogo:Definitelyhim.Ionlymethimoncebut

thatdefinitelyhim.

Bonolo:yeahhedoes.AndhelookslikesomeoneI

metyesterdaywhenIwasatpractice.

Rosella:Who'sthat?

Bonolo:Heandhiswifewerehavinganargument

inthecarandshewentout.Whenhesawmehe

rolleddownhiswindowandsaidhisnamewasLefa

Maleka.

Rosella:ohyeah..That'sMxolisi'solderbrother.

He'salsocute.

Sagi:Roseyou'vebeenmarriedinthatfamilyfor

fewweeksandalreadyyoureadeveryone.What

kindofabridewereyoucourseyouweren'teven



stayingnearby?

Rosella:(laughs)Isawhisframedpicturesat

Mxolisi'shouse.He'sfineIwon'tlie.Whatdidhe

want?

Bonolo:Didn'treallywanttoknowwhathewanted

courseIdroveoffassoonashetoldmehisname.

Sagi:Wellyoudidwell.SowhatthisguysnameI'm

carrying?

Rosella:AidenandAkanyang

Ditebogo:Y'all'skidsaregoingtobefirewhenthey

growup.Iswearthey'llbefoughtover.

Sagi:Whydoyousaythat?

Ditebogo:Sishaveyouseenyourself?Rose?

UncleBreezeandMxolisi?Damnyouguysare

hellafineandhot.Nothingonyouguysiswrong.

Bonolo:Sowillyourstoo.

Sagi:Yeahdamnstraight.Let'sprayyoursdoesn't

becomeaplayer.

Ditebogo:(laughs)HowmanytimesmustIsaythis



?I'mnotpregnant.

Rosella:Whenlastdidyouseeyourperiod?

Ditebogo:About2weeksago.

Rosella:Youknowitspossibleforyoutobeon

yourperiodsevenwhenyour1or2months

pregnant.

Ditebogo:WelldarlingI'mnot.

Sagi:Sheis.

Rosella:(smiling)Iguesswewillsee.Who'sthe

father?

TheyallwentquiteandSagirockedthebabywhile

theybothstaredather.Shepulledaweirdsmile

notwantingtothinkwhoitis.Sheswallowed

forcingasmileandlookedatthemfeelingtears

readytoburnhereyeswhileherthroatdried.

Rosella:Iguessthisawkwardnessmeansit'sone

personright?Kagiso?Kagisoisthefatherofyour



child.

Ditebogo:Wearenotsureyet.

Bonolo:WellIam.She'spregnantandshenever

sleptwithanyoneforthepastmonthsexceptfor

himwithoutacondom.Theydon'tgiveeachother

breakstobreath.Theygetweakwhentheyarenear

eachother.I'msorrybutitiswhatitis.

Sagi:Didn'thavetorubitinBonolo.Shefigured.

Bonolo:Wecameheretomakepeaceandbuildthis

sinkingrelationshipright?Soifwearegoingto

continuewithitthenwhatwillthissisterhoodbe

basedonlies?YesKagisoisthefatherandthey

loveeachother,justthattheyarescaredtoadmitit

.

Ditebogo:Wearenotsureifhelovesmeeither

Bonolo:Butyoudo.AnddontdenyitcourseRose

caneasilytakehimbackwhenhecomesback.

Rosella:(swallowed)I'mjustgladtheybothmake

eachotherhappy.I'mstaringtothinkwe

misunderstoodtheprofecy.Hewasmeanttobe



myguardianandunitewithmebutnotinmarriage.

IguessIwashopingyobemorethanjustthatwith

him.

Ditebogo:Doyoulovehim?

Rosella:IlovedhimsincethedayIlayedmyeyes

onhimonavideo.AndwhenIfinallymethimon

thehospitalbedforthefirsttimethefeelingsIhad

forhimmultiplied.Ididn'twanttoleavehisside.

Butthenallthatwascrushedbymydadarranging

meinamarriage.He'sthebestthisthat'sever

happenedtome.Hesavedme.Isawthewayhe

looksatyouandholdyou,justlikeheusedtowith

mebutwithyou-itsdifferent.YesIstilldo.Ilove

him.AndIwillalwaysdo.ButIthinkhisheartis

brokenbeyondrepairinmyhandsandonlyyoucan

fixitandholditsafe.Iwasachapterinhislifeand

yourhissoulmate.

Sagi:Ohkgirlslet'sclearthisasyousayBonolo.

DoyoustillloveKagiso?

Bonolo:What?

Ditebogo:Itstimewebehonestandstartanew



page.Togetherasafamily.Doyou?

Bonololookedatthemandsighedpullingthe

baby'sclothesthatRosellasawstartingtopack

them.

Bonolo:yeah..iguessiwasneveroverhim.It's

hardtomoveonpasthim.Besideshisbeauty

there'sjustsomethingelsenooneI'veevermethas

evergivenme.Idon'tknowaboutOdirilecoursewe

nevergotthechancetoliveourlovelifetothe

fullest.Hedoesn'thavemuchtoofferbuthislove

fillsallthegaps,evenifheisamillionmilesaway

youcouldstillfeelhim.Healmostdiedcourseof

meandIwillneverforgetthat.Andevenso-his

loveformeneverdieduntilIruinedit.Istillholdon

toourmemoriestogether.He'severythinga

womancanwishfor.Loving,sweet,patientand

hardworking.

Ditebogo:(smiling)Don'tforgetbeautiful.

Rosella:(smiling)Dontstartonthatonecourse



wow!

Bonolo:(laughs)Heisexquisite!Damn!

Sagi:(laughs)Yougirlsaredoomed!

Rosella:AuntKagisoisirresistible.It'slikehejust

poppedfromamagazinecover-heisevenbeyond.

Bonolo:Idontknowinwhatplanetorcloudwashe

madein,butdefinitelynotplanetearth.

Ditebogo:SometimesIswearheisnotahuman

being.Andthathairlooksevengoodonhim!Aunt

donttellmeyoudidn'tseethat.

Sagi:Haigirl..Ionlygotyesonmyman.Idont

knowaboutKagiso.He'smyson,howwillIknow

that?

All:(laughing)Ohcomeon!

Theylaughedwhenthedooropenedandthey

turnedlookingatJane.Shesighedwalkingover

andfoldedherhands.



Jane:Sowenawhenyou'rehere,who'slooking

afterthekids?

Sagi:HiiJane.Thekidsarefine.Airisinsafe

handsIassureyou.

Jane:Ihopeso.Higirls.(walkingaway)

Bonolo/Ditebogo:Hello.

Rosella:Talkingnotasyourdaughter-Youacting

bitter.

Jane:(turnsaround)Excuseyou?

Rosella:MomUncleBreezedoesn'tloveyou.He

lovesher,yourhisbabymamaandthat'sthat.

Jane:WhosaidIloveyouruncle?Yourrightthe

onlythingthatkeepsustogetherisAirandthat's

whyIwantustohaveafriendlyrelationshipforhis

sake.Nothingmore.Stopgettingbigforyourown

shoes.

ShewalkedoutandRosellasighedrubbingher

handstogetherthentookherbabybreastfeeding

him.



Sagi:Ohk..I'llseeyoutomorrow.Igotbabiestooto

lookoutfor.Congratulationsdarling.

Rosella:Thankyou.

Shehuggedherthentherestbeforewalkingout

andtheycontinuedchatting.

Thenextday

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezewalkedinalltiredandwentstraighttothe

liquorsectionpouringhimselfaglass.Thiswas

unlikehimtogetmissinglikethis.Hesearched

everywherearoundthisneighborhoodandhisbut

noonehaseverseenhim.Hesighedrubbinghis

headwhenSagiwalkedoverinhisshirtbarefoot.



Sagi:ThoughtIheardthedoorunlocking.Didn't

closethebedroomdoor.

Breeze:Sorryforwakingyou.

Sagi:Itsohk.(Satdown)Didyoufindhim?

Breeze:No..Idon'tevenknowwhereI'mheaded

fromhere.TheonlyplacesIusuallyfindhimathe's

neverbeenthere.

Sagi:DoyouthinkJackmighthavetakenhimagain?

Breeze:(lookedather)Idoubtthat.

Sagi:WhataboutJames?Hissentenceendsthis

yearright?

Breeze:Itcan'tbehimeither.Hedoesn'teven

knoweitherofyou.Eventhethoughtofrunningout

ofplacestosearchfrustratesme.

Sagi:Thenlet'sletthepolicehandlethistheirway

sinceoursfailed.

Breeze:Howaboutwetakeoutarewardforanyone

whoseeshimorfindshim?Thiswillmakethe

searchingmoreeasier.



Sagi:Thatcouldworktoobutwhatifhe'scaptured

bydangerouspeopleandharmhim?Let'ssearch

lowwedontwanttograbattentionwehaveother

kidstolookafter.We'llfindourson,Iknowit.

Breezegulpedhisglassandturnedlookingatherin

thatshirt.Thiswasaturnonseeingherlikethis.

Hepulledherbyherwaistkissingherwhileshe

helpedunbucklehisbandthenhepushedheron

thetable.Hepulledtheshirtupandsmiledseeing

thatshewasn'twearinganythingunderneath.He

tookouthisboystrokinghimselfandguideditto

herentrancegrabbingahandfullofherhairwhile

holdingherwaist.Hepushedhimselfinandshe

gaspedraisingherbackbuthepushedherdown

thenletheradjustbeforedrillinginandoutofher.

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Abigailsatinfrontofthemirrorwearingherearrings

lookingatMxolisireflectionstillasleeponthebed.



Hetossedwithhishandsearchingforherand

finallyraisedhisbodylookingaroundleaningon

theboardrubbinghiseyes.

Mxolisi:It'sabitearlydontyouthink?

Abigail:Foryouitis,notme.Igottogosettle

somepaperworkandgocheckouthowmynew

placeisgoingandgothroughsome-

Mxolisi:Right...(softly)butIthoughtmaybeIcould

getamorningglory..

Abigail:(smiling)IpromisewhenIgetbackI'mall

yours.YoucandowhateveryouwantIwontresist

butfornowIhavetogotowork.

Shestoodupfixinghersuitwalkingoverforakiss.

Thekissgotsteamyandpulledherrollingontopof

heronthebedasshegiggled.

Mxolisi:Please...



Abigail:Notnowbaby.

Mxolisi:Doyouknowhowfertilespermisearlyin

themorning?

Abigail:Iknowbut-

Mxolisi:(kissingherneck)Butyougottagoto

work.Iknow.

Hepulledawaylayingonhersideandsheturned

lookingathimfeelingpity.Shetoowantedachild

sobadbutworkalsohadherwiththesleeves.She

sighedrubbingherforeheadfacingupastheidea

ofwhathappenedwithBreezecouldrepeatitself

withhimtoo.ButBreezehadenoughsex,hewas

justbeingcareless.

Mxolisikissedhercheekbeforegettingoutofbed

stretchinghisneckgoingtotakeashower.She

lookedathimandgotoffbedtakingoffherclothes

followinghiminsidepinninghimonthewallkissing

.



Mxolisi:Ithoughtyouweregoingtowork.

Abigail:Itcanwait.

Hesmiledpickingherandwalkedundertheshower

havingherforbreakfast.

Atthehospital.

Janewalkedintoherofficeandsighedlockingthe

doorbehindher.It'sbeenawhilesinceshewas

hereanditbroughtbackallthememoriesthattook

placeinthissameoffice.Shesighedputtingher

baginthetableandsatonherchairswinging

around.

Jane:Wow..

Sheputherelbowsonthetableandbalancedher

headwithherhandsthensighed.Whathappened



inhereindeedwasjustamomenttheyshared.He

doesn'tloveherandsheherselfisn'treallyintohim.

Maybeit'sjusthowitis.Sheisonlyattractedto

himonlywhenhe'shereandwhennot,sheisn't.

Hewasn'thersinthefirstplaceandshejusthasto

acceptthat.

Thedoorslidopenandshesatupstraightlooking

atJessiewalkingin.

Jessie:Alittlehiibeforegettingtoocomfortable

would'vebeenniceyouknow.

Jane:(smiling)I'msosorry.ImissedmyofficeI

justwentstraightintoit.Hi-howareyou?

Jessie:I'mgood.Youlookwellyourselfbutslightly

bothered.Areyouohk?

Jane:YeahI'mfine.I'mreadytosavelives.

Jessie:ohk...let'sgettoitthen(placedfilesonthe

table).Welcomeback!

Jane:Thankyou.



Shewalkedoutandsheworehercoatcheckingthe

filesputtingherstethoscopearoundherneck.

AtTheLyonsMansion.

Ditebogostoodnexttothebabycotlookingatthe

babysleepingandsmiledtouchinghislittlehand.

Thereisjustsomethingaboutbabiesthatmake

themsoadorable.Sheneededtogocheckupfirst

and

ifindeedshewaspregnant,shecouldn'twaitto

holdherownchildinherhands.Herphone

recievedanotificationandshereaditthenputit

awaylookingatthebaby.

Sheshookherheadandworehershoeswaking

Bonolo.

Bonolo:Mmmhh..

Ditebogo:Aren'tyougoingtoschool?



Bonolo:Nottoday..(sitsup)IthinkIshouldjust

focusonmytenniscareer.Itskindsworkingit's

wayup.I'mnotgivinguponittostudybusiness.

It'sgettingsomewhere.BesidessoonI'llbeleaving

totheSanatorium.

Ditebogo:Ohk..seeyouguys-I'mgoingtowork.

Bonolo:Yourlate.

Ditebogo:Iknow.I'llseeyouguyslater.OhandI'll

talktoauntSagitomakecallsaboutyourissueyou

shouldtalktoyourmother.

Bonolo:Ohk.

ShewalkedoutandBonoloyawnedgoingbackto

sleepnexttoRosewhopretendedtobeasleepall

along.Rosesighedlookingatherandtossed

gettingoffthebedandwenttostandbythewindow

lookingatDitebogogettinginheruberride.She

turnedtoherbabyandcoveredhimastearsblurred

hersightandshewalkedtothebathroomcrying.



AtGail'sGallery.

Around15h00

Breezedrovebywhenheparkedontheparking

space.Comingherewasnotwhatheplannedtodo

buthehadtoaskheranyway.Hegotoutfothecar

andlockedgoinginsidethebuildinggreetingthe

receptionistpackinghisboxes

Breeze:Hiiisshehere.

Receptionist:Yeah..she'sfinishingup.

Breeze:Ohkthankyou.

Receptionist:Idon'tmeantoberudeorinterfering

butwhyareyouguysdivorcing?Imeanyour

relationshipwastheA-listpolygamyaroundthis

town.Everyone'sfavoritecouple.

Breeze:Somethingsarenotmeanttolastinlife

bra.

Receptionist:Yeahneh.



Hewalkedtoherofficeleavinghimtocarryon.He

stoppedonthedoorlisteningcarefullynotto

disturbcoursesometimesbargingininofficesis

neveragreatidea.Butthistimeitwasn'tthat,

insteadheheardsobs.Heslightlyopenedthedoor

andshequicklywipedhertearsturningaroundwith

herchairforhimnottoseeher.Afterwipingher

tearssheturnedbackandhewalkedinclosingthe

door.

Breeze:HiiIguess.

Abigail:(smiling)Youguess?Youjustwalkedin

withoutknocking.

Breeze:Sorry..hii.

Abigail:Hii.Takeaseat.

Breeze:NahI'mgoodstanding,I'mnotgoingto

stayhereforlong.

Abigail:Ohk..howmayIhelp?

Breeze:Kagisoismissing.



Abigail:(scoffs)Isn'thealwaysmissing?

Breeze:Thistimeitsserious.He'sbeengonesince

yesterdayandIcantfindhimanywhere.There'sno

traceofhim.Icameheretoaskyouifyouhaven't

seenhimbychance?

Abigail:No..haven'tseenhiminawhile.Buteven

ifheismissing,healwaysfindshiswayhome

doesn'the?Ormaybehemissedhismother.

Breeze:Perhapsbuthewould'vecalledorsaid

something.Kagisoisnotasilentguycomingtohis

whereabouts.Bythewaywhyareyoucrying?

Pleasedon'ttellmehecheatedorhurtyoucourse

I'llsparefewminutesofmytimeandsorthimout.

Abigail:(smiling)I'mgladyoustillcarebutit'snot

that.MeandMxolisiarefine-sortof.

Breeze:WhydoIfeelliketheresmoretothat?

Whatisit?

Shelookedathimandsighed.Thiswashersoonto

beex-husbandinamonth,andeventhough-she



stilltrusthimlikehe'sstillhersforkeeps.He

smiledabitandasalwayshemanagedtomakeher

blushandshelookedaway.

Abigail:SurelyyouheardRosellagavebirthright?

Breeze:Yep.

Abigail:That'stheproblemIhave.Icantseemto

havekids.Idontknowwhatwrongwithmeandit

hurtsmethatIcantprocreate.

Breeze:haveyouseenadoctorbeforeaboutthis?

Abigail:Idid,evenwhenIwasstillwithyou.Icant

havekids,thoughI'mhealthy.It'slikeI'mcursedto

nothaveany.

Breezelookedatherasshewipedhertears.Thisis

exactlywhatledhimtohavingachildputof

marriage.Hedidn'treallyknowhowtocomforta

womanwhenshe'sdeeplyinpainespeciallythe

oneshe'sattractedto.

Abigailsniffedlookingathimwithhishandsinthe



pocketsstaringatherandshestoodupstillintears

goingtohim.

Abigail:(teary)Canyouhelpmefindout?

Breeze:uhmm...yeah..Icoulddriveyoutothe

hospitalanddomorecheckups.

Abigail:No..BreezewhenIgotmarriedtoyou,we

weretiedtogetherasonebytheancestors.Maybe

-

Breeze:(frowned)Maybewhat?

Abigail:Maybeit'syou.

Breeze:Me?What?

Shewalkedtothedoorandlockedtakingoutthe

keygoingtoputitinasafe.Breezelookedather

notknowingwhat'shappeninguntilsherushedover

pinningherlipsonhiskissinghim.Hemissedthis

lipsbuthepulledbacklookingather.



Breeze:Whatareyoudoing?

Abigail:BreezeI'mmarriedtoyoutraditionally.My

wombistiedandonlyyoucanbreakme.

Breeze:Butyournotavirgin.

Abigail:WhatImeanisonlyyoucangetme

pregnant.

Breeze:Excuseme?That'smadnesstheresnot

suchathingandevenso-youandIaregetting

divorcedandwe'lldotheceremonylettingyougo

thenyoucanhaveasmanykidsasyouwant.Dont

behasty.

Abigail:(kissinghim)ButIwantthechildnow.

Please.

Breeze:(pulledback)No..

Hetookstepsawayfromherandwenttostandon

theothersideofthetable.

Abigail:BreezeI'mbeggingyou.Whatifafterthe



ceremonystillIcantgetpregnant?Yourmyonly

option.

Breeze:NodarlingI'mnot.Youcanstilladopt,you

canstillgetasurrogate.

Abigail:Letanotherwomancarrymychild?No!I

wantmineandtocarryitmyself.(Crying)Breeze

please.Ohkifyoudontwanttogivemeachildthen

fineI'llunsealmywombwithyourbabythenabort.

Breeze:(gasped)What?!Killmybaby!No!

AbsolutelynotAbigail!Openthedamndooryour

losingit!

Abigail:(crying)BreezeIneedyourhelpplease.

FineIwontabortI'llkeepit.Please.

Breeze:No..Abigailsoonyourgettingmarried.

Trustmeyoudon'twanttoenteramarriagewith

yourexhusbandschild.Goshwhatwillyourfiance

sayaboutthis?!He'llloseinteresttrustmeandyou

dontwantthatcourseyoulovehim.

Abigail:AndIstillloveyoutoo.Breezeplease.Ohk

he'llneverknow.NoonehastoknownotevenSagi.



Breeze:Theywill.Allmykidslooklikeme.

Everythingonthemit'sme.

Abigail:Thenpleasedonateyoursperm.

Breeze:Wow!Youreallydidyourhomeworkon

this,didn'tyoursweetheart?

Abigail:No..justdesperate.(Takesoffherjacket

andtop)please(crying)Breezeyourtheonlyone

thatcanhelpme..

Shetookoffherclothesashelookedathernot

knowingwhattodo.Hewalkedtohershelves

lookingforasparekeyandfoundnothing.He

swallowednotwantingtolookatherasshecried

walkingtowardshimnaked.

Abigail:(crying)Doyouloveme?

Breeze:Nobaby,notthatcard.I'mnotdoingit.

Abigail:Answerme!Doyou?

Breeze:ofcourseIloveyoudammit!ButI'mnot



leavingyouwithachild.

Herubbedhisfacewalkingoverandshetriedto

unbucklehisbandbutheheldherhandslookingat

her.

Breeze:Abigailthere'snowayyourwombissealed

formetoimpregnateyou.IknowitcouldbebutI

findithardtobelieve.

Abigail:(crying)Thenwhywon'tyouletusfindout

ifit'strue?

Breeze:Becauseit'swrong.Yourgettingmarried

andIhaveawife.IknowImessedupbeforeandI

don'twanttorepeatthesamemistake.Mxolisi

lovesyouandifhefindsoutthatyouturnedtome

forhelphe'llbemadashellcoursenotonlywillwe

havehurthim,butsteppedonhisdignityasyour

man.Weonlyhaveamonthleftforittobefinalized

.Andevensowecangathertheeldersandhave

theceremonysettingyoufree,Idontmindbut

pleasedontmakemedothis.YouknowIloveyou



andthat'swhyyourpullingthisonme.ButI'm

sorryIcantdoit.

Abigail:Youcantoryoudontwantto?

Breeze:Idowantto,butIcant.I'msorry.

Abigail:(crying)NoBreezeno..

Shepushedhimonthetableandpinnedherlipson

hiswhenhemovedawaybutstillshefollowedhim

whereverhewent.

Breeze:Nowyouractingcrazy,getdressed!

Abigail:Notuntilyouhelpme!

Breeze:No!

Abigail:ThenyouandIarenotleavingthisroom

untilyoufuckme!

Breeze:AbigailIhaveasontogolookfor!Dont

pushme!

Abigail:Youcanslapme!Chokeme!Killme!Or



whateverbutyournotleavingthisroomuntilyou

helpme!Evenifyoudecidetotorturethepinof

thatsafeoutofiwontbreakuntilyouhelp!

Breezesighedrubbinghisheadandsatdownon

herchairlookingather.Shepickedherphone

writingMxolisiatextandputitbackfoldingher

hands.

Breeze:AndIdon'tmindwatchingyounakedall

daylove.Youknowthat.

Abigail:Fine.I'mreadywhenyouare.

Breezelookedatherlayingonthecouchandhe

couldn'thelpbutchuckleamazed.HetextedStone

tohelpsearchKagisowithothersandsatbackas

thethoughtofdialingMxolisicrossedhismind.But

howwillheexplainhimselfbeinghere.

Breeze:Areyoureallythatdesperatetobea



mother?

Abigail:Very.(Softly)Comehere..

Breeze:Nomam...No..

Atthedoctor'soffice.

Around16h00

Ditebogolayedonthebedasthedoctorapplieda

gelononherbelly.

Ditebogo:That'scold.

Doctor:(smiling)Iknow.

Shestartedscanningherandherheartpounded

lookingatthescreen.Thedoctorsmiledlookingat

her.



Doctor:Doyouhearthat?

Ditebogo:...

Doctor:That'syourbaby'sheartbeat.(Pointed)

there...itlookslikeyour5weekspregnant.

Congratulations!
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[08/02,14:03]Lynne :Chapter94.

Thenextday..

AtMidnight.

AbigaillookedatBreezesleepingonthechairwith

hisheadonthetable.Thisguywassoattractive

andhavinghischildwouldn'tbesuchabadidea.It

wouldn'tbeforthefirsttimebeinginatriangle,

everyonearoundthemisinvolvedinatriangle.She

lovedhermanbutifhavinganothermanschildit's

herbreakthroughtohappinessthensobeit.

Shewalkedovertohimandwentunderthetable

unbucklinghisbandwithshakyhands.



MeanwhileBreezesmiledpretendingtosleep

lettinghercontinue.Thiswassocrazyevenforher.

Shemanagedtounbucklehisbandandbreathed

outunbuttoninghisJeanthenwhenshewasabout

toslideherhandinhepushedbacktheseatholding

herhandslookingatherunderneath.

Breeze:Yourrappingmenow?

Gail:(gettingout)Breezeplease.WhatmustIdoto

provetoyouhowmuchIneedthis?Whatdoyou

wantmetodoforyoutodothisforme?Nameyour

priceIswearI'lldeliver.Talktomebabyplease.

Breeze:Anything?

Gail:Anything.Iswear.

Breeze:unlockthedoor.

Gail:Nonotthat.Yet!

Breeze:Abigailforthe-Idon'tknowhowmany

timesbutNo.Youhaveafiancewhoyoushouldbe

beggingthismuchforsexnotmeandIhaveawife

whombythewayifyouforgotI'mstilltryingto



provemyselftoo,idontwanttomessthatupby

havingachildwithmysoontobeexwife.Shehas

hadandstillhasalotofdramainherlifethelast

thingsheneedsistwobabymama'sknockingon

herdoor.Janeisbeingapainintheassprettysure

itwouldn'ttakeyoutootwoturnstobecomeone

whenyouknowhoweasilyshegetsirritated.

Gail:I'lltalktoSagi,sheunderstandsme.Breeze

I'mbeggingyou,doyoulikeseeingmelikethis?

BreezeIknowIhurtyouandI'msorry.Forgiveme.

Shepulledherhandsandslidthemintohispants

whenhegaspedstandingwalkingtotheotherside

ofthetablewearingup.

Breeze:Thisisrape-harrassment.Icouldreport

youforthis.

Gail:Iknow,butdoyouthinkthey'llbelieveyou?

Breezestopbeinglikethisandlet'sdothis.Iknow

youwantthiscookiecomegetit.



Breeze:YourrightIdobutIgottokeepmyword.

I'mworkingonmymarriageandasfarasI

concernedthingsarefallingbacktoplace.AbigailI

lefthomefull.Mywifeshoneypotdoesitasalways

andIdon'twanttothrowthataway.Youwillhavea

babyintime.Dontletthisbethewayyourbabyis

conceivedlove.(tookouthisphone)

Gail:Whatareyoudoing?

Breeze:Textingyourlover.Maybehecan

straightenyouthoughI'llhavetocomeupwitha

convincinglieonhowIendedupherewithyouat

thistimebloodynaked.

Hetypedamessagesendingitandsatonthe

couchrubbinghisface.Hertearsdroppedlooking

athimandshepickedherclotheswearingthem

beforewalkingtothesafetakingoutthekey.

Gail:(wipestears)Please..

Breeze:No.



Gail:JustonceandifitfailthenI'llletitbe.

Breeze:Mmhh-hmmno.I'msorry.

Shewipedhertearsgivinghimthekeyandhe

walkedtothedoorunlocking.Heturnedlookingat

herfacingoutsidethewindowandsighedlistening

tohersobb.Hebithisliprealizinghowmuchofan

effectshestillhasonhim.Hesomadlywantedto

butthewasjustsomethingholdinghimback.He

shookhisheadrushingoverandroughlyturnedher

piningheronthewindowkissingher.Heliftedher

handsaboveherheadholdingherthighonhis

waistthenletgoofherhandsrippinghershirt

lookingatherbabiesinthatbra.Herubbedthem

takingthemoutstillkissingherandwentdown

suckingthemwhiletwistingasshemoaned.

Thiswassogood,shecouldnevergetusedto

feelinghishandsalloverherlikethis.Shepulled

hisheadupforakissunbucklinghisband

breathingheavilyastheywalkedtothetable.He

liftedherputtingheronthetablewhenSagicrossed



hismindandhepulledawayholdinghishead

Breeze:Fuck!

Abigail:Whatisit?

Breeze:I'msorryIshouldn'thavedonethat.We

can'tdothis.YoulovehimandIknowoneday

you'llbelayingonthedoctor'sbedlookingatyour

babyonthescreengrowinginyourbelly.Notmine.

Trustmethiswillhauntyouthatyourkeepingthis

bigsecrettoyoupartner.I'mtalkingfrom

experience.Youdontwantthatcourseyou'lllose

everythinggoodinyourlifewhenthetruthfinally

revealsitsselfanditwouldtakeyears,Iknowso.

Truthneverstaysburied.Italwayscomesoutone

wayoranother.

Hewalkedoverfixinghimselfandrubbedawayher

tearsbeforecubingherfacekissingherthenpulled

backwalkingtothedoor.



Breeze:Stayfaithfulandtruthfultoyourself.Your

agoodhealthywoman,youdontneedachildto

provethattoyourselforanyone.Yourtimewill

comebepatientandletyourbodyprepare.Ilove

you.

Abigail:Iloveyoutoo.

Hewinkedatherandshesmiledwipinghertearsas

hewalkedaway.

Shewenttoherseatandtookoutherphonedialing

Mxolisi.Shebreathedoutthinkinghowshe'll

explainBreezestextwhenearliershetoldhimover

textshewasgoinghomeforthenight.Heyawned

onthephoneandshefrownedwalkingtothedoor

lockingit.

Mxolisi:Heybaby.Iseverythingohk?

Abigail:Yeah..um...everything'sjustfine...just

wantedtotellyouIloveyou.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Youcallmethistimeofnightto



tellmethat?LordIfeellovedasmad.Iloveyou

toomylove.

Abigail:Haveabeautysleep.

Mxolisi:Youtoobabe.

Shehangupsittingdownandbrokeintears.

*

*

Thenextday

*

*

AttheLyonsMansion.

Rose'sphonevibratedontheheadboardandshe

turnedtakingitandansweredtheconferencecall.

Shesmiledseeingthem(BonoloandDitebogo)

Rose:Heyladies.



All:Hiiyou.

Ditebogo:Howisourboydoing?

Rose:Heisasleepyhead.He'sstillsleeping.

Ditebogo:Oh..justwantedtocheckuponyou.You

mustbelonelybeingallalonethere.

Rose:NoIhaveboyheretokeepmecompany.

Bonolo:Doesn'thecryatnight?

Rose:Everybabydoes,IhavemomandDineoto

helpwiththat.HowdidthecalltotheSanatorium

go?

Bonolo:ohwell..SagisaysI'mgoingtheretoday

that'swhyIwantedtocallandsaygoodbyecourse

apparentlywerenotallowedtousephonesthere.

Momhasagreedcoursesheunderstandsthiskind

ofthingsandshe'sreallysupportive.

Rose:That'sgood.Yourdad?

Bonolo:Thoughhimandiarenotoneachothers

badbooks,Idecidedtocutmyselfoutofhislife.

Hehasafamilyhepaystoomuchattentiontoand

careslessaboutme.Hedoesn'tcallorcheckupon



measifI'mtheonethathedivorced.Idontwantto

forcemyselfintohislifewhenit'sclearenoughhe

doesn'tgiveadamnaboutme.Canyoubelievehe

nevercallsoranything?Allhedoesissendme

moneyeverymonthasifit'senough.

Ditebogo:insosorry..

Bonolo:itsohk..sohowdidthecheckupgo?Tell

mewewereright.

Ditebogo:(smiling)Well..(shrugged)

Rose:What'sthatmean?

Bonolo:Isn'tobvious?Shecookingupsomething

cheesyinheroven!We'rehavingaminiPeace!

Theybothlaughedonthecallbutshejustsmiled

lookingatthemandbitherlipchuckling.

Rose:IguessCongratulationsareinorder.

Ditebogo:Thankyoulove.

Bonolo:Cantwaittoseewhathisseedsgrowupto



being?I'msuresheorhe'lllookexactlylikehim.

Ditebogo:GodIprayhe/shedoes!(Smiling)

Rosella:Congratulations!Ihavetogothebabyis

wakingup.Bye.

Shehangupbeforetheycouldanswerherand

threwthephoneonthebedburstingintears.That

wassupposedtobeherstocarryandnowits

misplacedinanotherwoman.Thishurtreallybad

.Sheshookherheadgettingoffbedandwentto

getdressedincomfortableclothes.Shecameback

andtookherbabygoingtohermother'sroom

takingherothercarkeys.Shewalkedout

downstairstothediningroomandfoundDineo

wipingthecardboards.

Rose:hey..canyoupleaselookafterhimforafew

minsandI'llbeback?

Dineo:IwillbutRosellayournotallowedtogetout

ofthehouse.Youjustgavebirth.



Rose:Iknowbutthisisimportant.Iwouldn'tifit

wasn't.Please.

Dineo:Fine,justmakesureyougetbackhereas

fastasyoucan.

Rose:Ipromise.

Shekissedhisforeheadandsmiledwalkingout

doingbreathexcercises.Shegotintothecarand

checkedherphonecoverforhercardthendrove

outheadedtotheclinic.

AtBreezeshouse.

Bonolopackedhersmallbagandsighedpickingit

withherphone.Shelookedaroundthenwent

downstairsfindingSagiwaitingbythestairs

carryingAirasheplayedwithhistoy.

Sagi:You'llbefine.Justfocusonyourselfand



everythingwillbefine.

Bonolo:Thanlyou.ButfirstIwantedtogo

somewhere.IknowIhaven'tbeenthereinawhile,

justwanttogosaysomefewwordstohim.

Sagi:Ohk..letmegetthekidsandI'llaccompany

you,we'llpassbytheflowershop.

Bonolo:Kidsinagraveyard?Isthatallowed?Ohk?

Sagi:IdontknowsoIdon'twanttoriskit,Iwillbe

outsidewiththemyou'llgoinalone.Theyjustate.

Bonolo:Ohk.

Shegavehimairandwentupstairstogetthetwins.

Afterawhiletheyallwalkedoutandgotinthecar

drivingoff.

AtTheClinic.

Afterawhile.



RosesteppedoutoftheClinicwithapounding

heartholdingasmallbrownpaperbag.Shelooked

insidethenshookherheadastearsblurredher

sightlookinguprubbinghertears.

Rose:NoIcantdothis...yesican,It'llpassin

time.NonoRosellano..

Shekeptarguingwithherselfuntilshegatherd

herselfandwalkedtowardsthecar.Youdontstart

whatyoucantfinish.Shestarteditandshe'llhave

tofinishit.Shebreathedoutrubbinghertearsand

textedDitebogo.

Ditebogo:Heylove.

Rosella:Whatareyoudoingfortheday?

Ditebogo:Well,rightnowI'matwork,andwhenI

getoffI'mgoingstraighthome.Why?Have

anythinginmind?



Rosella:Yeah..I'mboredhereallalonetruly

speaking.Canyoucomekeepmecompany?

Ditebogo:Yeahsure,I'llberighttherewhenIknock

off.

Rosella:Ohkcool.

Sheheavilysighedthrowingherphoneonthe

passengerseatanddroveoff.

Atthecemetery.

BonolowalkedaroundthegravestoOdirile'sand

everystepshetookfeltheavyandhereyeswelled

upuntilshegotthere.Shestoodbylookingatit

andthenputtheflowersonthegravereadingthe

tombstone.

Bonolo:(smiledundertears)Cantbelievethey

addedboyfriendonyourstone.Son,brother,



friendandboyfriend.

Shechuckledrubbinghertearsandputherhands

inherjacketpockets.

Bonolo:Wecould'vebeentogetherrightnowOdirile.

Whydidithavetobeyou?Wehadplansandour

lovewasgrowingnon-stopmultiplyingeverysingle

dayandhour.Youshouldn'thavegonetherebaby.

(Teary)Nowlookatme-hallucinatingorwhatever

I'mdoingofyoucourseIcantaccepttherealityand

getalongwithtime.ButbabyIrefusetothinkthat

yourmyspiritualhusbandoraghosthauntingme.

That'swhyI'mgoingtogetprofessionalhelp.

(chuckles)DitebogothinksyouandIcanstillget

married.It'scrazybutihopeshe'srightcourseI

cantbewithanothermanifit'snotyou.Ohandthe

messageyouwroteus,wehaven'treadityetsince

thefirstlinerequestedustoreaditafterayearand

ahalfandwe'rehonoringthat.Ihopeyourhappy

whereveryouare.Pleasecontinuelookingafterus.



Yourforeverlovedandmissed.Iloveyoubaby.

Always.

Shewalkedovertothetombstoneandplanteda

lipstickkissandsteppedbacksmilingstillin

uncontrollabletears.Shebitherlipandwalked

awaycryingsorrowfully.

MeanwhileSagirecievedamessagefromthe

SanatoriumandsighedlookingatBonolowalking

overcryingandshecouldhearherfromadistance.

Shewentoutofthecarandmetherhalfway

hugginghertightlygentlyrubbingherback.

Sagi:Shhh...itsohk..

Bonolo:(crying)Whatifhewasstandingbytalking

tomeandIcouldn'thearhim?Orwhatifhe

touchedmebutIfeltnothing?IthurtsSagi,Icant

takeit!Iwanttohearhisvoiceandfeelhishands

wrappedaroundme.Iwanttofeelhiswarmthand

hearhislaughter.Evenifit'sforthelasttime!Why

him?



Sagi:I'msosorryBonolo.I'msorry.

Shecontinuedcalmingherandtheywalkedtothe

carafterawhilefindingthekidsasleepanddrove

off.

Sagi:theyareatthehousewaiting.Ifyoudont

wantt-

Bonolo:Itsohk.Ihavetothis.I'llgo.

Atthetraditionalhealer's

Kagisosatunderthetreelookingatothergifted

peoplewalkingaroundclappinghandsasothers

tookoutdrumswhileotherscrashedherbs.He

lookedathimselfwearingbeadsandafabricworse

thethoughtoflookingathimselfonthemirrorgot

hisheartrasing.Hehadtocuthishairshorterand

madedreads.Thougheveryonetoldhimitwasn't

badhefoundithardtobelieve.Plusnotwearing



shoes.Butgoodthingthehealerdoesn'ttolerate

untidiness.Everyoneherelooksbeautiful,clean

andtheyhadgoodaccommodation.

Hesighedlookingatthepenandpaper,ifhe

doesn'twriteorsayanythingabouthis

disappearancethey'llgrowworriedeverydaywhich

isnotgoodandunhealthy.Knowinghisfatherhe

wontstopsearchinguntilhefindshim.Thisisthe

samethingthatruinedhisrelationshipwithBonolo,

disappearingoutofnowhereformonths.Butthenif

thisisthewaytoopenhiswayandothersways

thenhehasnochoicebuttoacceptwhohetrulyis

meanttobe.

Hechuckledrubbinghislip-whatifhegoesinthe

riverandneverreturns?Isittruetheresan

anacondathatlicksyoutofulfillyourjourneyasa

traditionaldoctor?Hesighedchucklingandstarted

writingthreeletters:Allfamilymembers,his

motherandDitebogo.

AtBreezeshouse.



Breezedroveintotheyardwithhishandonhis

mouthandparkednexttoSagiscarlookingatthe

otherunfamiliarone.Hesteppedoutlookingatthe

twomenasBonoloandSagiwalkedoutholding

handswithherbagthenhugged.

Bonolo:Let'sprayitdoesn'ttakemelong.

Sagi:Youknow,Icouldtakeyoumyself.

Bonolo:ItsohkSagi.I'mgratefulyoucarethis

muchaboutmetoeventakeitthisfartolookfor

helpforme.Ireallyappreciateandloveyou.

Sagi:(holdsherhands)That'swhatOdirilewould

havedoneformetoo.Youfamilynowandinthis

familywetakecareofoneanother.Loveyou.

TheyhuggedasBreezewalkedoverfiddlingwith

hiskeysashismindblewinquestionsofhowhis

friendmustbefeelingseeinghisloverhavinga

mentalbreakdown.Doeshedoenoughasafriend



caringandlovinghislovedones?Bonoloturned

lookingathimandheforcedasmilewhenshe

threwherselfinhishandshugginghim.Thiswas

forthefirsttimegettingahugfromhimandit

broughtallhopeandsafetyshefeltinherman.

Bonolo:Yourfacesaysitall.Thankyou.Imiss

himtoo.

Breeze:Promisemeyou'llfightthroughthisand

comebacktous.

Bonolo:Ipromise.

Shehuggedhimeventightdroppingatearonhis

shirt

Bonolo:Youragoodfriend.IloveyouBreeze.

Breeze:Iloveyoutoobabygirl.

Hekissedherforeheadandshesmiledgoingto



kissSagionthelipsandhuggedheronelasttime

pickingherbaggettinginthecar.Breezewalked

overtoSagiandheldherhandwavinggoodbyeto

Bonoloasthecardroveout.

Sagi:(sobb)Doyouthinkitmightbethesame

thingasRosehad?

Breeze:Idon'tknow.Butifitis-let'sbethankful

wecoughtitintimeandgiveherfullsupport.Ohk?

Sagi:Ohk..

Hekissedherforeheadlookingathercuteheart

babyface.ShearealAfricanbeauty.Hesmiled

turningheraroundhuggingherfrombehindkissing

herneckandshegiggledastheywalkedinside

closingthedoor.

AttheLyonsMansion.



Rosellasatonthehighchairlookingattheabortion

pillsdrinkingwater.Shepickedthemwipingher

tearswitharasingheart.Ifshewasgoingtodo

thissheneededsomethingstrongerthanwater.

Shegotoffthechairandwenttogetherfather's

bottledrinkingfromthemouth.Thiswasher

happinessandshetookthatawayfromher.

They'vebeenthroughhighsandlowsandnowshe

getstogetthehighprice?How?Shehitherhead

countlesstimescryingandgalpedthedrink.

Minslaterthedoorslidopenandshequicklytook

outaglassandjuicepouringitinsideasDitebogo

walkedupstairsnotnoticingher.Shequicklytook2

pillsandcrashedthemwithaspoononthecounter

andwhentheywerepowderedsheputitinthedrink

andstared.Sheheardfootstepsapproachingand

quicklypulledthedishclothwipingthepowder.She

threwitonthefloorwhensheenteredandpicked

thejuicejarfillingitevenmorewithshakyhands

Ditebogo:(smiling?beauty.Howareyou?



Rose:(trembling)I-uhm-I'mgood.Juice?

Ditebogo:(pulledit)Sure.Didn'tyouhearme

comein?

Rose:No..mymindisallovertheplace.I'm-

(scratchhead)I'mworriedaboutKagiso.Heard

anythingyet?

Ditebogo:SoamI.NoIhaven'theardanythingand

imgettingworriedwhichbythewaythedoctorsaid

it'snothealthyforthebaby.Iwonderhowfarheis

coursetellthetrutheversinceImethim,Ididn't

wanttobefarfromhim.Rightnowthefeelingof

lonelinessisstartingtooccupyme.Whenheleft

aftermypartyIspentthreemonthssearchingfor

himuntilIdidandthat'swhenIfeltmysoulbeat

ease.

Rose:(clearsthroat)Yousoundlikeyoulovehim.

Deeply.

Ditebogo:Itscomplicated.(Blushes)Idontknowif

he'sbeingnicetomecoursehefeelslikeheowes

mybrotherorhereallyisintoit.

Rose:Nonsense..theresnothingcomplicated



comingtolove.Areyou-gonnadrinkthat?

Speciallymade

Ditebogo:(laughs)Youmeanthejuiceyoubought

yourspeciallymadeforme?

Rose:(forcedsmile)Imixeditforyoumyselfso

yeah.Itis.

Ditebogoshookherheadpickingitasherheart

racedandshelookedatherputtingitdownbefore

shecoulddrink.

Ditebogo:Areyouohk?

Rose:What?

Ditebogo:Yourshaking.Iseverythingohk?

Rose:I'mjustcold.I'llbefine.

SheforcedasmileandDitebogolookedather

unconvinced.ShepickedtheglassandRose's

heartpoundedbeyondthetimesitshould.Her



mindinstantlywentinsaneasKagiso'sfacewhen

hewalkedoutofthatdoorwithhercryinghisname

anddidn'tturnbackflashedbeforehereyesstaring

attheglassonherlips.

Herthroatdriedwhenshequicklyslappedtheglass

offspillingitalloverheranditbrokeonthefloor

breathingheavilyasDitebogogaspedshaken
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AttheLyonsMansion

Ditebogogaspedrubbingthejuiceoffherfaceand

stoodupfromthechairlookingatherwhiteshirt

thenatRosewhobreathedlikeshewasrunninga

marathon.

Ditebogo:whatthehellRosellaLyon?!

Rose:(burstsintears)I'msososorryDitebogo.

I'mreallysorry.

Ditebogo:Whydidyoudothat?

Rose:III..ohmyGod..



Ditebogospottedtheclothonthefloorandwalked

overpickingitandwipedherhandsandslightly

pressingitonhershirt.Roselookedatherand

moretearsfilledherhearsandshecriedevenmore

gettingawayfromher.Ditebogoturnedlookingat

herandputtheclothdownasshepulledherhair

thencriedinherhands.

Ditebogo:Rosellawhatisit?

Rose:I'mlosingit...I'msososorry.

Ditebogo:Whyareyoucrying?itwasjustjuice.

Rose:(crying)No..no..itwasnotjustanyjuiceI'm

sorry,forgiveme.

Ditebogo:Forgiveyouforpouringthewholeglass

onme?Seriouslyit'snobigdealstopcrying.

Rose:(crying)Ididn'tmeantoI'msorry..

Ditebogo:Rosella..?



Roselookedatherbeforetakingputtheboxand

threwitatherandshecoughtit.Herjawsdropped

lookingatherthencheckeditlookingatthemissing

pills.Hereyeswelledupasherheartpounded

throwingtheboxatherfacehittingherwithit.

Ditebogo:(crying)Killingmybaby?ReallyRosella?

Howcouldyoubesocruel?

Rosella:(crying)Idontknow..I'msorry.Thisdays

Ihappentodoalotofthingswithoutthinking.My

brainismeltingeverytimeItrytofigureoutwhyme

whileyouhavethebestlifewiththeloveofmylife.

EverytimeIthinkofwhatIcouldhavehaditjust

burstmybrain.Nowyoutalkingaboutababynow

andthenthatI-Ishould'vehadmakesmeeven

angrier.Iknowit'sagoodthingandtrustmeI

knowthat.ButIlovehim.IlovehimandtheloveI

havedrivesmecrazywhenhedoesn'tpayattention

tome.ItmakesmepsychoandI'ddoanythingand

everythingtogetthethingsthatareinmywayout

justtofindmyselfinhisarms.



Ditebogo:Bykillingmybaby?Roseareyouhearing

yourself?Yousoundlikea-

Rosella:(crying)Self-centerednotoriouspsycho

littlebitch?TrustmeloveI'mgettingtherewith

everysecond.Hypocriteandallthosebadwords

thatcoulddescribeme?Lashthematme,Idon't

carecourseI'mdonehurting.It'sbeen10months

Ditebogo!TenmonthsofpainthatIcantgetridof.

(Screamsinpain)Ithurts!Ithurtsmethat

everytimeIgetdrivenawayfromhim.Mylifeisa

messasitisandonlyhecanhelpme.Ilovehim.

Ditebogo'sangerbrewedwhensheranover

grabbingherhairpullingitsidetosideasshe

screamedpainfullycrying.Shepulledherheadup

withherhairandslappedherbeforepushingher

andshefellonthesofatheonthefloor.Shekicked

hercountlesstimesonherstomachasshe

screamedrollingherselfandamaidwalkedover

pullingherasmorecame.Rosetriedstandingbut

thepainwastoomuchasshecriedandsatup

holdingherribsrubbingthebloodoffhermouth



andeye.

Ditebogo:YourloveforKagisohasnothingtodo

withmeandmybaby!Youcouldn'tkeepyourlegs

closedaftertheprofecyhasbeenexplaineddriving

himaway.Youhurthimandnowthathedoesn't

wantanythingtodowithyou,youvictimizeusjust

togetbacktohim!RosellaI'llkillyou!

Rose:(scoffs)Hasnothingtodowithyou?

Ditebogoyourinmyway!I'mlosingmymindIcan

feelmyselfeverysingleday.Iamwillingtodo

whateverittakestogetridofanythingstandingin

mywayofhappinessandI'msosorry!I'msosorry

I'mlivingundertheshadowofmyfriend.I'mso

sorryIgetdrivenawayeverytimeIgetashotin

happiness.I'msorryIwasarrangedinamarriage.

I'msosorryIhadtoperformmywifelyduties.I'm

sosorrythatIhurthimDitebogoI'msorry!SorryI

couldn'tgetmylegsclosedI'msorry!(Tearsrolling)

ButIdidn'thaveachoice.Ineverhadachoicein

mylife.Iwasnevergiventhechancetomakemy

ownlifedecisionsandthat'swhatledmehere.



Aftermyfrienddied-Iwascoughtinthemiddleof

twoworlds.Thelivingandthedead.Darknessand

pain.Alone-(sobbs)Noonewasabletohelpnor

didtheycareenoughtounderstandandsupportme

includingmyownparentsifyouaskme,courseall

theydidisaddmorepressureandsalttomy

wounds.Butguesswhat-onenightIwasvisited

byatigerinmydreams,somethingthatdoesn't

usuallyhappen-

Ditebogo:Whatdoesyouhavingdreamsof

animalshastodowithmyba-

Rose:(shouts)Shutupandlisten!Youlovehim,

Bonololoveshimbutguesswhat?SodoI.AfterI

foundoutaboutthemarriageIcrieddayandnight.

Minutesturnsintohoursandhoursintodays.Days

intoweeks,weeksintomonths!Inendlesspain

courseIcouldn'tbewithhim.Iwastornfromhim

forcefullyandtherewasnothingIcoulddo.When

hewalkedoutonmeIfeltlikeapartofmewas

leavingwithhimanditdid!AndwhenIheardabout

thekidnappingIwantedtokillmydadwithmyown

barehands.AndeverytimeIheardorsawhimona



hospitalbed-IfeltlikeIwasdying!Andnowyou-

I'mlosingmyfrickenmind!

Ditebogo:...

Rosella:CanyoubelieveItriedtoevenkillmyown

babyjusttogethimback?Noonewasabletotalk

meoutofitbuthim.Andnowhe'sbackatignoring

meandI'mturningmurderous.Icouldsuffocate

mybabywithmybreasts!Icouldslaughterevery

livingthingaroundmeuntilhegivesmehis

attention!Icouldburnthiswholetownrightnow

andgolookforhim-that'swhatthisloveIhave

insideofmemakesmewanttodo!

Ditebogo:...

Rosella:(crying)Sobasicallymyworldrevolves

aroundhim.Mylifeisinhishandsanditsucksthat

IlovehimmorethanIevenlovemyself!Itmakes

mewanttogothroughtheextremelengths.(Tries

standing)Iknowitdoesn'tmakesensetoyouand

doesn'tmeananythingnordoesitexplainwhyI'd

dosuchahorriblething.Kickme!Slapme!Punch

me!Killme!Butthepainyouinflictphysicallyis



nothingcomparedtowhatIfeelandwhatIwanted

youtofeel.TrustmewhenIsayIdidn'twanttodo

this.IfIdidIwouldn'thavespilledthedrink,I

wouldhaveletyoudrinkitandgetaveryintense

angrystomachachebutbecauseofthelittlehope-

(sobbs)Ifoughtthroughandstoppedyou.You

havetounderstandI'mnotthiskindofaperson,

mylifeisboundtohis.

Ditebogo:(crying)Why?

Rosella:Ilostafriendataveryyoungage.

SomeoneIusedtocallasister.Butthenwhenshe

leftmesheleftwithmysoulleavingmybody

behindforyears.Andhewastheretopullmeback.

ThenIgotarrangedinamarriagedealtwith

heartbreakanddepression.Gotblind.Andhewas

thereinasplit.Foughtthroughreachingout.And

thenIhurthim.Whatdoyoucallit"Couldn'tkeep

mylegsclosed".Whichdrovehimaway.AndthenI

foundoutIwaspregnant-Itriedtokillmyownbaby

forhimmeanwhilehehadhiseyesonyou.Butas

alwayshecamethrough.(Teary)Tellmeifthat

normalaccordingtoyourunderstanding?I'm



broken.Ifyoucanreadthroughyou'dunderstand

thatIneverhadalifeofmyown.Neverenjoyedlife

anddontknowwhatgoodlifetastelike.Sowith

everythingIgatheredthroughtheyears-sorrow,

depression,heartbreakmentalbreakIturn

dangerousfocusingalltheangertowardshim

coursehe'smyguardian.Sorryyouhadtobethe

victimofmymiserycourseyouralsopartofhislife.

I'mtrulysorryDitebogo.Pleaseforgiveme.

MeanwhileJanestoodbythedoorlisteningwith

tearyeyesasothermaidsalsowipedtearslooking

ather.

Ditebogowipedhertearsandwenttopickherbag

butwhenshetriedtoleaveRoseheldontoherleg

cryingtothelasthuggingittight.

Rosella:(crying)Ditebogopleaseforgiveme.I'm

sososorry....please...please....



Ditebogolookedatherasherheartbrokelookingat

herveinspoppedandhereyesredfloodedin

endlesstearsandwithmucuspluswithbloodinher

mouth.ShelookedatJanewhoheldhermouth

cryingandbackatRosewhokeptapologizingon

herleghuggingittight.Tearsrolledoutofhereyes

tryingtofigureouthowitallcametothis.Shelet

hercryuntilhergriploosenedandshekickedher

offwhenshefellonthetilehittingherheadhardbut

stillquicklystooduprunningafterhercrying.Jane

coughtherbeforeshecouldexitthedoorfollowing

herwhilescreamingandheldherbacktryingto

calmher.

Rosella:(screaming)Tebogoplease!Please

forgiveme.Mamapleasetellhertoforgiveme...

pleasemama..Comeback!

AtBreezeshouse.

Ditebogodroveintotheyardwithhereyesfulland



jumpedoutslammingthedoor.Sherantowards

thedoorandpunchedinthepinthenranupthe

stairstothemainbedrooom.

InsideBreezeandSagilayedinthebedfacingup

whentheyheardaloudbangandthedoorflew

openthenDitebogowalkedinlookingmessedand

inpain.

Shewalkedoverandgotbetweenthemcryingon

Sagi

Sagi:Whatisit?Talktome..

Ditebogo:(crying)Shetriedtopoisonme.

Breeze:Whotriedtopoisonyou?

Ditebogo:(crying)Rosellatriedtokillmybaby

Sagi:What?

Breeze:(jawsdropped)Yourpregnant?!

Shecriedevenmoreandhegotoffgivingherspace

rubbinghisface.Whatthehelliswrongwiththis



familyandlovetriangles?Sagirubbedherback

tryingtocalmherasBreezestoodbystillsurprised.

Sagi:Babypleasegogetheraglassofwater.

Breeze:Wow...

Heturnedwalkingoutstillamazed-nowhe'sgoing

tobeagrandfatherattheageof35.Wondersshall

neverendindeed..

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Abigailwalkedinwithswolleneyesalldrainedand

stillinyesterdayclothesholdingherheelsinher

handspassingMxolisiwhowasonhislaptop

withoutaword.Heturnedaroundwithafrown

lookingatherandchuckledfollowinghertothe

mainbedroom.

Hestoodbythedoorframefoldinghishands



watchinghertakingoffherclothesandtyingher

hair.

Mxolisi:Youdontlooklikesomeonewho'sbeen

home?Wherewereyou?

Abigail:Sorry..Iwasattheoffice.

Mxolisi:Doingwhatexactly?

Abigail:Finishingupsomething.

Mxolisi:Doesthatsomethinghaveaname?

Abigail:Documents.

Mxolisi:AllnightjustforaGallery?Comeon

Abigailevenateenagercoulddobetterthanthat.

Sheturnedlookingathimandpulledatowel

wrappingherselfwithit.

Abigail:I'mtellingyouIwasattheoffice,whatdo

youwantmetosay?



Mxolisi:Iwantyoutogivemeaverysolidreason

whyyou'dsleepoutside.Isthisaboutthebaby

issue?

Abigail:...

Mxolisi:IthoughtwetalkedaboutthisGail.

Abigail:..

Shesatonthebedlookingathimputhishandsin

thepockets.ShelookedawayrememberingBreeze

coursethat'swhathelikestodoing,always.

Mxolisi:AbigailIlovedyouwithoutababyand

evennowistillloveyou.Babyornobabythat'll

neverchange.YourgoingtobemywifeandIneed

youtounderstandthatI'mnotexpectingyoutobea

babymachine.

Abigail:Butyouwantoneanditsmyresponsibility

asawoman,yourwifetomakesureyouhaveone.

Notforyoutogogetitelsewherelikehim.

Mxolisi:Aidenwasconceivedinmylastmarriage.



Ididn'tplanonhavingababybythenbuthe'shere.

I'mnotrushingyoutohaveababyandIwouldn't.

Stoppressuringyourselfwiththisbabythinghaving

sleeplessnightsoutside.Ibelieveonedaywewill

haveonewhenthetimeisright.DontletAiden

beingheremakeyoulessofawoman.Befaithful.

Abigail:(looksdown)That'swhathesaidtoo.

Mxolisi:Who?

Shelookedathimandherthroatdriedwhenshe

stoodupgoingtotheshower.Hefiguredbitinghis

lipandfollowedherfindingherwearingashower

capbeforebalancingthewater.

Mxolisi:Youwentonandtalkedtohimoutofall

people?

Abigail:Hestheonlyonethatcouldhelp!

Mxolisi:Whatthehellisthatsupposedtomean?

Abigail:IthinkI'msealedbytheancestorscourse

traditionallyI'mstillmarriedtoBreeze.Sowhenhe



camebyIaskedhimifitcouldbepossibleandhe

gavemethesameanswersasyoudo.Nothingbig.

Mxolisi:Whatthehellwashedoingthereinthe

firstplace?Leavethatthingalonethewaterwon't

evaporateandtalktome!

Shesighedturningitoffandlookedathim.

Mxolisi:Whyareyoustillhookedonyouroldlife?

Howlonghaveyouguysbeengoingbehindmy

backdisclosingourrelationshipproblemswithhim?

Abigail:Seriously?

Mxolisi:Howlong?

Abigail:MxolisiI'dneverdothat.Ididwhenhe

camebytoaskifIhaven'tseenKagisoorheard

fromhimcourseapparentlyhesmissing.That's

whenIasked,nothingishappeningbetweenhim

andI.

Mxolisi:When?Lastnight?



Abigail:No!Hecamebyaround14h00or15h00

somewherethere

Mxolisi:andIrecievedafalsemessagearound7.

Abigail:Whyareyouallworkedup?

Mxolisi:YourworkingmeoutAbigail!Whywould

youturntoyourex-husbandoutofallpeople?You

couldhaveaskedmebutnoyoudecidedtoconfide

inhimleavingmehereallalone.

Abigail:ItoldyouhewastheretoaskaboutKagiso

...heleftafterwetalkedaboutthedivorceandthe

ceremony.Hepromisedtomakeitsnappysothat

youandIcanstartbuildingourhomeonaclean

slatewithoutdrama.

Mxolisi:Sowhydidyousendmeafalsetext?

Abigail:BecouseIwantedtimeonmyowntocry

andreleasethispainIamin.Mxolisiyouhaveto

understandthatIalsowantachildandI'mwillingto

doanythingtohaveone.Allmyagemateshave

childreneventheonesbelowmedoandIknowyou

dotoo.Dontsayyoudontcourseaftermarriage

you'llbebreathingonmyneckaboutthis.



Mxolisi:I'mnotmarryingyoutoturnyouintoa

babyfactory.I'mwillingtowaitforaslongasit

takes,aslongasIremainwithyou.

Abigail:Yourmouthsaysthatbuttheheartspeaks

adifferentlanguagefromwhatyousay.

Mxolisi:Soareyouaclairvoyancenow?Empath?

Abigail:No

Mxolisi:Thenstopassumingwhatmyheartwants

courseI'mtellingyouitwantsyou.Havingyouis

allthatmattersthemosttome.

Abiagil:SorryIlied,Ishouldn'thavedonethatI

should'vebeenhonestwithyou.

Mxolisi:Itsohk..justdonteverconfideinhim.

HimandImightbefinewithoneanotherbutones

downfallitsanother'shappiness.Youbeingall

aroundhimmakesmeinsecurecourseIloveyou

andImightloseyou.Insecurityisnotanicefeeling

dontmakemegothroughthat.

Abigail:IsweartoGodnothinghappenedwhenwe

wereintheoffice.Wewerehavingafriendlychat



nothingshadyhappened.Iloveyouandit'llalways

beyou

Sheswallowedavoidinghiseyesaftersayingthat

andhepulledherintoahugkissingherhead.

Helefthertocontinueshoweringthrowinghimself

onthebed.Hefoundthathardtobelievesomehow.

Thethoughtoflosingheragaintohimtwiceatehim

nowandthen.Atearescapedhiseyewhehe

pulledherjackettryingtocomforthimselfwithher

scentbutinsteadcoughtadifferentone.Heraised

hisupperbodysniffingitinanddamnstraightit

washiscologne.Hepickedhertopandfrowned

lookingatthetornbuttonsandslightlyatthe

buttonholes.Hecouldonlyimaginehowhedidthis

courseitdidn'tlookliketheyhadnormalsexbut

ratherroughforhimtotearthisapart.

Heclenchedhisjawsrushingoutpickinghiskeys

goingout.

AtBreezes.



Withinminutes,Mxolisidroveintotheyardwith

highspeedandparkednexttohiscarjumpingout.

Hejoggedtothedoorandpressedthedoorbell

countlesstimeinangerandevenstartedbanging

thedoor.

Meanwhileinside.

Breezerolledhiseyeswithapouteandhandsinhis

pocketswithhislegsapartignoringhim.Heknew

thatthiswasaboutAbigailandhehadnoamount

ofenergytowasteonthat.

SagilookedathimstilltryingtocalmDitebogoas

hekeptrollinghiseyesgay-ishstandingtherenot

goingtoopenthedoor.

Sagi:Couldyouplease...

Breeze:Thisisnotabrothel,heneedstolearnhow

toknockandstopshoutingmynamelikethat.I

hateitwhenpeopleshoutoutmynamecoursethey



misspellit.

Sagi:(shakesherhead)Breeezeecouldyouplease

attendthedoormylove?

Helookedatherwithhiseyebrowsnarrowedand

rolledhereyesatthesametimeasheleft.

Hewalkedovertothedoorandchuckledlistening

tohimshoutingouthisname.Hesighedopening

thedoorwhenaverystongpainfulpunchlanded

himonthefloor.Mxolisidraggedhimoutand

threwhimontheground.Heheldhischeekand

whenhewasabouttosaysomethinghepulledher

withhershirtpunchinghimcountlesstime.Hegot

fedupwiththe6thoneblockingitandrolledupon

himgivinghimhispieceofstrengthalso.

Sagirusheddownthestairsandstoppedlookingat

thembeforewalkingover.Sherubbedhereyes

leaningonthedoorframefoldingherhands

watchingthemrolleachotherontheground.



Sagi:Wouldyoutwopleasecutitout!Breeze?!

Mxolisi!

Sheshookherheadwalkingbackinsidegoingto

thekitchentakingouttwoknivesandtwopans.

Shewalkedbacktothemstillfindingthemfighting.

Shegotabitcloserandhitthepanscountless

timestogetheruntiltheyletgorubbingtheirears.

Sagi:Whatthehelldoyouthinkyourdoing?Igot

kidsinthishouseandagirlinneedofmyhelpand

yourfighting!Twogrownupsfighting,rollingeach

otherontheground,whodoyouexpecttobeyour

refereethistime?Me?CourseI'llmurderyouboth.

Shefrustratedlytookouttheknivesfromherpocket

throwingeachatthemandtheylookedather.

Sagi:What?Takeit.Settlethisonceandforall.



Let'sseewhohastheballsankerthat'swhatyou're

tryingtoproveherebyfighting?Youtakemyyard

foraringandmeasyourrefereeisn't?Nowtake

thoseknivesandcuteachotherintopieces,I

promiseI'llburyallyourremainstogetherinonebig

plasticwerenoonewilleverdisturbyourfighting

corpse's.Takethemandlet'sgetitalloverwith

ankerlonayoucan'thaveadecentchatwithyour

handskepttoyourselves?

Mxolisi:Ididn'tcometofight.

Breeze:Dontsaythatshitwhenyoujumpedupon

mewithasupermanpunch.Dontworkonmylast

nervelikethat.

Mxolisi:Whycantyoustayawayfromother

people'swoman?Isitreallythatheardtokeepitin

yourpants?

Sagi:What?!

Breeze:(chuckled)Howquickdidthetablesturn.

Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mxolisi:Dontaskmethatwhenyouknowexactly

whatyoudid!



Sagi:Youknowwhat?Icantdealwiththisright

now.(walksaway)

Breeze:Babythat'snotwhathappened!(toMxolisi)

Wenaomaretestraight!Doyouknowhowlongits

gonnataketoconvinceherotherwise?

Mxolisi:Wellshedeservestoknowthetruth?

Breeze:Whattruth?

Mxolisi:Howcouldyousleepwithmyfianceand

pretendlikenothinghappened?

Breezelookedathimwithhiseyebrowuptryingto

maintainaseriousfacebutendeduplaughing.

Breeze:(laughs)Wow...IneverthoughtI'dseethis

daycoming.Hermanbangingmydoorinanger

withwrongassumptionsthatIsleptwithher.I

knowhowgoodsheisdowntherebutInever

thoughtit'llmakeoneriskhislifeforit.(rubbshis

lipstanding)ManIneversleptwithyourfiance.Her

andIhada-uhmdecentchat.Decent?Idont



knowaboutthatbutwetalkeditnevergotthatfar.

Mxolisi:(rubbsnose)Breezehowlonghaveyou

beenseeingherbehindmyback?

Breeze:IfIwasdatingyourgirl,Iwould'veshown

youwithoutthinkingtwicethatIhaveherlayingon

mychest.It'seitherillgetherpregnantordropa

usedcondompurposelyinherhandbag.That's

howheartlessIam.Iwouldn'teventrytohidethe

truthwhenyoucomelookingforit.AllI'llsayisa

sorryfrommylipsthatIdontevenmeancourseI

gotwhatIwanted.

Mxolisi:(teary)Iloveherman.

Breeze:Icantell.

Mxolisi:Whattimedidyouleavethebuilding?

Pleasebehonestwithme.

Breeze:Around...uhmm...6,5Idon'trememberI

didn'tcheckthetimeIrushedouthome.

Mxolisi:Soyou'vebeenintherefor4hours?

Breeze:(confused)What?



Heputthepiecestogetherofhisunderstandingand

sighedrubbinghiseyes.Hewasn'tintherefor4

hours-hewasinthefor15hours.Soaccordingto

himhethoughtwhenhesaid5or6hemeantinthe

eveningwhilehemeantinthemorning.

Breeze:Iguess.LookherandIarejustfriendsno

stringsattached.IwenttheretoaskaboutKagiso

andthat'sthat.Thoughshemighthaveopenedup

aboutsomethingthatcoughtmeoffguard.That's

whyIspentfewhoursinthere.

Mxolisi:Thatshecantconceiveandallthat..do

youbelieveit?

Breeze:Truthfullyno.Idont.IfIcouldIwould've

donethatalongtimeagoorthepastfewmonths

leavingherwiththeminime'sforyoutowatch

growingdayandnightunderyourroof.

Mxolisi:(chuckled)Youronehellpieceofworkyou

knowthat?

Breeze:SoI'vebeentold.(Gavehimhishandand

helpedhimstand)I'mImakingyouthatinsecure?



Mxolisi:Mxm...

Breeze:HerandIonlyhadachat.Shetoldme

aboutthepossibilitiesandstillIgaveherthesame

answer-Idontbelieveinthatkindofstuff.Thetime

wetookwastalkingaboutthedivorceandthe

arrangementfortheceremonyandthat'sthat.One

lastthing(changedtone)-Dontyouevercomeout

hereatmyhouselookinglikeanangryfoodsalad

andtalkshitinfrontofmywife.That'smywoman

andshehappenstobesensitivewhencomingto

shitlikethis,ifyoucan'trespectmethenrespect

herheartandpresence.Dontyoueverdisrespect

herlikethiseveragainorelseleaveyourhouse

knowingyousaidyourgoodbyesandanicestraight

forwardwillonyourcleancounter.Ohk..

Mxolisilookedathimpullinghishandagreeing.

TheywalkedtowardshiscarwhenBreezestopped

lookingathistatteredshirt.

Breeze:ThisisGuccidickhead



Mxolisi:(drivingoff)Iheardthat!

Breeze:(rasingmiddlefinger)Good!

Helaugheddrivingoffasthepostmanputlettersin

themailboxwavingathim.Hewavedbackwalking

overandtookouttheletterswalkingbackinhis

yardcheckingthem.HecameacrossKagiso'sand

droppedtherestandstopedwalkingopeningitwith

apoundingheart.

"

DearMrDad.

Surelybynowyourlookingbeyondmyusual

stopingspots.IwanttoletyouknowthatI'mgood

andsafe.ThoughIdontknowwhereIam,butI'm

inagoodplacesurroundedbygoodpeople.

I'mgifted=)



Iknowitskindofashocker.IwastoowhenIfound

outaboutitbutthenthehealerexplainedeverything

afterfindingmeattheriver.ItappearsItookit

frommyfather'sside,hismotherwasatraditional

doctor.Soinorderformetogetmylifeinorder,I

havetoacceptmygiftandeverythingwilllightenup

.

Ididn'tknowanyofthisbuttheyarestilltryingto

breakthiswholethingpiecebypieceincludingthe

wholereasonwhyI'mthechosenone.

OhandI'vealreadystartedwithmyintention.Idont

knowhowlongitsgonnatakebutnotin5-9

monthsIguess.Ieventhoughtofrunningbutthen

-can'tkeeprunningawayfrommydestiny,it'll

catchupanyway.

IwontlieI'mscaredashell=(WhatifIdontmake

itoutoftheriver?OrwhatifIdontsurvivethe

wholething?Worseifit'struethere'sananaconda

thatlicksthegiftedtofulfilltheirinitiationandall

that.



Thoughthrought,IremainhopefulthatI'llmakeit

outandmypathwouldbeswipedcleanforme.

ImwritingthistoletyouknowthatI'mgratefuland

I'dreallyappreciateitifyouguyssupportme.Dont

worryaboutmom-Iwroteherhers,hopefullyshe'll

understand.Oh;)pleasetellDitebogotonever

forgetmyprettyface,I'mjealousshe'llunderstand.

ItriedwritinghersbutthenIrunoutofwordsafter

writingonesentence.

Thankyouforalwaysbeingthereformeandbeing

thefatherI'vealwayswanted.IknowIdon'treally

saythisbutIloveyouMrDad.Ihopeeverythingis

goingwelltherecourseitsit'spushingmethrough

includingmom.

Seeyousoon.

Yourson.



Kagiso.
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AttheLyonsMansion

Rosefedherbabyboybeforewipinghismouthand

gavehimwater.Shesmiledlookingathimas

Mxolisiwalkedinthediningroomholdingtwo

plasticbags.

HesmiledmakingsillysoundstakinghimandRose



stoodupgoingtowashhisdishandcameback.

Rose:Youdorealizehe'sonlyafewmonthsold

right?

Mxolisi:YoudorealizeImisshimright?

Shesmiledashewinkedatherandcontinued

playingwiththebaby.Shetooktheplasticslooking

atthenewbabyclothesandallthebabyproducts

fromJohnson.Sheshookherheadandcalleda

maidtotakethemupstairsbeforesittingopposite

themonthecouchadmiring.

Mxolisi:(tothebaby)Boy-boytellmamathatstaring

isrude.

Rose:I'mnotstaringjeez.

Shegrabbedherphonetakingvideosandpictures

asthebabygiggled.



Rose:Shouldn'tyoubeatcourtsupportingAbigail?

Mxolisi:ShewantedtodothisalonesoIdidn't

wanttoaddpressure.Ilethergobyherself.

Rose:That'swacko.

Mxolisi:Notatall.

Shesmiledaddingmusictothevideosbefore

sharingthemwithhimandpostedonsocialmedia.

Thishappendtobehertherapy.Seeingthem

togetherwarmsherheartandthefactthathehelps

withthebabywhenhecomestovisitjusthillsher

heartwithjoythatsheatleasthassomethinggood

comingfromhertrauma.

Mxolisi:Youshouldgooutsometime.

Rose:Me?No..absolutelynot.

Mxolisi:Whynot?

Rose:Ijustdon'twanttoo.Mebeinghereaway



fromtheworldisbestforeveryone.

Mxolisi:Comeon.Roseyou'vebeenthroughalot

includingthepregnancy,youjustneedsometime

tocooloffabit.Taketimetoyourselfonceand

forgetwhatpeoplethinkaboutyou.YouraLyonfor

christsake.Loosenupfromthepast.

Rose:WellbeingaLyonsucks!Thissurnameis

cursed.

Mxolisi:Wellaccordingtomeitisn't.Ijustthink

beingaLyonisaboutlivingineverymoment.

Throughbetterorworse.ForexampleyourUncle

Breeze.He'sanotorioussociopathwhenfeeling

likeitanddoesn'tevencarewhatotherpeoplethink

orhowit'llaffectthem.Andwhenit'stimetomake

mendshe'dratherspeakshitevenwhenhe'swrong

andy'allwillmoveonlikenothinghappened.Sagi

oncedidnumbersonmeandI'mstillcarryingproof

butstillshedidn'tapologizeforwhatshedid.Your

momgotinbetweenSagiandBreezesmarriagebut

neverbotheredtoapologize.Sowhydoyoucare

whenyourwholefamilydoesn't?I'mnotsaying

whatyoudidwasright,butit'sbeenweeks.



Rose:IguessIwantsomething-differentfrommy

family'sroot.IwanttolearnlifebeyondtheLyon

name.Wetendtohurtpeopleinourfamilyand

neverbothertoseethingsfromtheirprospective.

LikeDitebogo.IftableswereturnedIwouldn't

forgivemeeither.Actionoutofloveorwhat-I

didn'thavetodothat.Ishouldn'thavepoisonedher

drinkusingthenameoflove.FineI'maslaveto

darknessbutthatwassowrongineverydirection

includingusingmypastandexperience.Thatisan

innocentbaby.InnocentsoulandIalmosttookthat

.LookatAiden..howwouldyoufeelifyoucame

backtomorrowandfindoutthatoneofthemaids

fedhimpoison?

Mxolisi:Allmyachievementswillmeanless.

MeaningIdontmindgoingtojailandjoinmyfellow

enemiesImetincourt.

Rose:See..thatmeansyougetwhyshe'smad.

(Sigh)I'llalsopaintthewholetownredwiththat

personblood.SoIwontgooutandrelaxafterthe

traumaIputherthroughbetrayinghertrustand

sabotagingourrelationship.She'sbeennothingbut



kindandI-triedtakingheronetickettohappiness

andloveafterherbrotherspassing.(Layedback)

I'mabadperson.Period!

Mxolisi:Butyoucantkeepapologizingifshe

doesn'twanttoforgiveyou.Sometimesallyou

havetosayis"I'msorry"andlettheoneyouhurt

seewhattheydowithit.Shoveitwherethesun

dontshineoracceptitaslongasyouapologized.

Rose:SoyoursayingIshouldforgivemyselfand

forget?

Mxolisi:YesI'msayingforgiveyourselffirstnot

forgetcoursethat'shighlyimpossible.Youcan't

forgetthepastcoursethat'swhatwillguideyou

forward.There'snosuchathingasforgiveand

forget.Nooo!..

AtCourt.

Thedivorcewasfinalizedandtheysteppedout

holdinghandsheadingtotheircars.



Breeze:Sowe'reonlyleftwiththeceremony.The

preparationsarealreadydone.Whenareyou

coming?Icanthaveafullhouseeverydaythose

peopleareannoying.

Abigail:(laughs)Let'sgetthisoveranddonequickly.

I'llcomebytodaysothatwecanbeginwiththe

ceremonytomorrowearlyinthemorning.

Sagi:Willyourfianceallowyoutospendanightat

yourex-husband'shouse.

Breeze:He'llhaveto,hedoesn'treallyhavemuch

ofasayinthis.Thisisnotabouthimbuther.

Besidesonewayoranother,he'llfinallyacceptthat

she'smineuntildeathdousapartnotsomepiece

ofpaperstypedbyunlawfulpeoplewhopretendto

belawful.

Sagi:Youjustwontstoptormentingthispoorguy

wouldyou?Helovesherforchristsake.

Abigail:AndIlovehimtoo.Ifyoudoreallycare

aboutme,thenyou'llstopwithallthis.



Breeze:I'mnotdoinganything.Yourboyisjust

beingthreatenedbyme.He'stooinsecureabout

youbeingaroundmeandIkindalikeit.

Sagi:WellIhateitwhenyouguyskeepfightinglike

teenagersinmyyard.

Breeze:Thatwasthelasttimeithappened.

Abigail:Ihopeso.BreezeIstillloveyoubutIlove

himtoo.Cantyouguysputthedifferencesyou

havetorestformysake,(holdsSagishand)our

sake.

Sagi:Please...?

Breeze:Nothat'snotgonnahappen.TellMrSmart

pantsthatkeepingaclosewatch.Onetripyour

comingbackhomeandthat'snotupforafightor

debate.Ohandalsopleasetellmeyoudidn'tsell

thatplaceyet?Please..

Sagi:Yoursofullofyourself.Seeyoulaterbaby.

Abigail:Ididn't,yet.Laterlove.

Theyhuggedpullingbackholdinghands.They



smiledbeforegrabbingeachotherforonelast

Frenchkissashestoodbywithhishandsinthe

pockets.Theybrokeitandsheturnedpullinghim

inbuthepulledback.

Breeze:EwwDidyoukisshimtoday?

Abigail:Nonofyourconcern.

Sagismiledshakingherheadandtheylaughed

havingapartingkiss.Hepulledthembothbytheir

waistsandtheygiggledhavingagrouphugthen

babykissedher.

Abigail:I'mgonnamissthis.

Both:SowillI.

Sagi:Iloveyou,andalwayswill.

Abigail:Iloveyoutoosmucles.



Theygotintheircarsandshesighedlookingat

themthroughthewindow.Itwashardthinkingthat

aftertomorrowmorningherplaceintheLyonfamily

willbefullyerased.Itwasagreatridewiththem

andshe'llmissthedrama.

Breeze:Dontworry,you'llalwaysmywifelove.We

threedontneedamaninagownandatighttie

strugglingtobreathtotelluswhereourloveends.

Sagi:He'sright,you'llalwaysbemylover.

Hetookouthishandoutthewindowandshe

reachedoutholdinghis.

Breeze:Iloveyou.

Abigail:Iloveyoutoo.

Hereversedstillwiththeirhandslockeduntilthey

couldn'tholdanymoreandhedroveoff.



Tearsblurredhereyeswatchinghimspeedoffas

thememoryofthemridinginhissportcarcoming

fromtheirvacationreplayedinherhead.Henever

stickstothespeedlimit.He'satruebelieverof

rulesaremeanttobebroken.Butthenhey,life.

Youwinsome,youlosesome.Allyouhavetodo

isbegratefulthatyouhadanopportunitytoliveup

toeverymomentintime.

Shewipedhertearssmilinglookingather

engagementring.Aftertomorrowherlifebeginson

acleanslatewithherMrRight.Hopefullysheget

pregnantandhavethelifeshealwayswanted.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezestopedatthegatelo6atthecarsinhisyard

andhisparkingspot.Hesighedpullingthe

handbrakerubbinghisfaceandSagiturnedlooking

athimandlaughed.



Breeze:Itsnotfunny.

Sagi:Comeon,it'salittlefunny.Youcalledthem

sowelcomethem.

Breeze:Ididn'tcallextendedfamiliesandallthose

Inevermetbefore.Theyarejustheretocelebrate

badknewslookatthis.Theceremonyisnotgonna

takeplacehereforGod'ssake!Ionlyinvited6

peoplenowlookatthis.

Sagi:Stopitandjustparkonnexttothehouse.

Thispeoplewontbehereforlong.Bytomorrow

sundownthey'llbegone.Relax.

Breeze:Mxm

Sagi:Yourjustemotionalcourseofthedivorce.

Shestilllovesyouthatshouldcountatleast.

Breeze:Icantbearthethoughtofseeinghernor

youwithanotherman.Itstotaltorture.(drivesin)

ButthenaslongasIstillhaveyou,(kissherhand)I

havenothingtoworryabout.

Sagi:Promisemeyou'llletherbe.She'sbeen

throughtoughtimesandifthisisherhappiness



thenlet'sgiveherthat.Please.

Breeze:Yeah..

Sagi:ThatincludesmakingpeacewithMxolisiso

hetoocanfeelwelcomeinourfamily.Thiswayour

familywillkeepgrowingandbestrongenoughto

faceanyobstacles.Oursoniscominghometous

inafewmonth,weneedtostartcleanslatessohe

findseverythingandeveryonehappily.That'swhat

he'dappreciatemostandnottolethimbethebaid

ineverythinghappening.

Hesmiledholdingherhandandpulledthe

handbrakewithherbeforekissingitthenthey

steppedoutheadingin.

InsideDitebogomixedthetwobabybottlesasthe

Lyoneldermadetea.Itwassomehowsurprising

howthewholefamilyoftheLyonscanbeso

welcoming.Theycarelessaboutwhoyouareor

whereyoucomefrom,aslongasyourfriendly

towardsthemandtrustworthy.



Aunt:Aowannanyana..youshouldberesting.

Yourpregnant.

Ditebogo:Ngngmma.Thisisgoodalsoformy

health.It'spartofmydailyexercise.

Aunt:Soyoucanexercisewhenpregnant?

Ditebogo:Yeah..buttherearelimits.Thereare

someexercisesthataregoodforpregnantwoman

andsomearenot.

Aunt:Aiyouyoungsters..ohk...

SheshookherheadheadingoutjustasSagi

enteredthekitchen.

Sagi:Hii.

Ditebogo:Hey..yourbackalready...Iwasmaking

themmilk.

Sagi:Oh..havetheyeatenanything?



Ditebogo:Yeah..letmegogivethistothemsoyou

couldtellmehowitwent.

Sagi:Thispregnancyisturningyouintoagossip

girl.Youlikegossipinghisdays.

Ditebogo:(laughs)NoI'mdont.Areyouguysstill

leavingtonight?

Sagi:Yeah..weneedtogetthisoutofoursowe

couldstartafresh.Justwishitdidn'thavetoreach

uptothispoint.

Ditebogo:Wellwedontalwaysgetwhatwewantin

lifedowe?DontworryI'lllookafterthekids.

Sagi:Noyourpregnantyouneedtorelax.

Ditebogo:Iwasn'tasking-plusIgotthenanies

whichbythewayIdontfullytrustwithkids.And

(rubbsherbump)Someone'sgottolearnsooner

ratherlater.

Theylaughedwalkingoutpassingbytheelders

whosatarounddrinkingteawithBreeze.



Aunt:Hoowdiditgoson?

Lyon:Stopaskingtheboyhowitwent,your

depressinghim.

Breeze:Itsohkuncle.Itwentwell.HerandI

partedunexpectedlyinpainbutnowwereingood

term.Hopefullywecanmaintainfriendshipinallof

this.

Aunt:That'showarealmantalks.

Lyon2:Doyouloveher?

Breeze:YesIdo,butfeelingsdontmatternow

uncleaslongasshe'shappythensoamI.Her

happinesscounts

Aunt2:Wellateastyoustillhaveyourotherwife

whobythewayseemstobeabletomakeahouse

feelathome.Afterthisgiveheralltheattention

andoverwhelmherwithyourlove,trustmenothing

willgetinbetweenyoutwo.

AtMxolisi'shouse.



Hourslater

Mxolisiwalkedintothehousewhenadelicious

smellhithisnostrils.Hesmiledwalkingtothe

diningroomtoputhisjacketonthecouchand

frownedlookingatthetravelbag.Hesighed

puttingitdownalongwiththekeysandfollowedthe

smelltothekitchenfindingherbehindthepot

humming.

Hewrappedhishandsaroundherwaistlooking

insideandshescoopedsoupturningaroundfor

himtohaveataste.Hesmiledasshesmiledback

waitingforareply.

Abigail:Howisit?

Mxolisi:Itsdelicious.Howdiditgo?

Abigail:BetterthanIexpected.Everythingwas

settledfairlyandBreezepulledhimselftogether

throughout.Itsfinal.Butthere'sjustonethingleft.

Mxolisi:Whichis?



Abigail:Healreadygatherdhisfamilyathishouse

andminealsoareontheirway.We'redoingit

tomorrowmorningbeforesunrise.

Mxolisi:Doesthatmeanyourleaving?Withhim?

Abigail:BabyI'mdoingthisforussoitcouldcome

topass.AftertomorrowIswearyou'llneverhear

meorseemenearhimeveragain.

Mxolisi:I'mcomingalong.

Abigail:Noyournot.

Mxolisi:Andwhythehellnot?

Abigail:IknowverywellthatyouandIareengaged

,theydotoo,butbabylet'sfaceit-that'squite

disrespectful.Yourfromatraditionalfamily,youof

allpeopleshouldknowthat.

Heletgoofherandpickedaglassdrinkingwater.

Shesighedswitchingoffthestoveandputthe

spoondownhugginghimfrombehind.



Abigail:Iknowitsirritatingseeingmewithhim-

butIswearthisisforthelasttime.Itwillnever

happenagain.Iloveyou.

AtBreezeshouse

Around19h00

Mxolisidrovetothegateandparkedlookingas

Breezesfamilygotintotheircarslaughingfollowed

byBreezeandSagi.Hesignedpullingherhandand

kisseditandshesmiledleaninginandtheykissed.

Abigail:Onelasttimeandwe'reover.Ipromise.

Mxolisi:Behaveyourselvesthere.

Abigail:(laughs)Nothingwillhappen.Assoonas

it'sdoneI'mheadingstraighttoyouandyoucan

havemeforaslongasyouwant.

Heshookhisheadkissinghimonelasttimeand



theysteppedout.Hetookoutherbagandheldher

handastheywalkedover.Breezenoticedthemand

metthemhalfwaytakingthebaghuggingAbigail

foronelasttime.

Mxolisi:Iloveyou.

Abigail:Iloveyoutoo

BreezerolledhiseyesandAbigailwalkedpasthim.

Mxolisi:Youlookafterher.Nomanga-manga

business.

Breeze:Relax..IgotmybabywithmesoifI'm

hungryshe'llprovide.Idontknowaboutyour

fiancebutI'malwaysdownforadessert.

Mxolisifrownedlookingathimsmirkbeforeturning

aroundwithalongfaceandhandsinthepockets.

Breezescoffedloadingherbagandclosedthebooy



gettingin.

Abigail:Whatdidyousaytohim?

Breeze:Nothingyoushouldworryyourselfabout.

Guything.

Theydroveoutinlineandcatchingupand

remindingeachotherofoldtimes.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



Comment

.

.

.

.

.

.

[08/02,14:04]Lynne :Chapter97

AttheVillage.

Earlyinthemorning,thefamilyeldersincluding

Abigail'swalkedoutofthehousewiththemheading

tothegraveyardsleavingSagibythedoor.She

lookedatthemdriveoutandshestillcouldn'tcome

totermsthatinafewminstheirlovewouldhave

drawnalineonthegroundandthat'sthat.Their

lovewassostrongonewouldn'thavethoughtthat

onesimplepushofafingerwillbreakitdownlike



this.

Shewalkedbackintothekitchenandwentto

preparebreakfastfortheirreturntryingtodistract

herselffromreality.Sheheardaphoneringandat

firstignoreditbutfinallywenttocheckit.

ShestoodbyAbigail'sphonelookingatMxolisi's

numberasitrangcountlesstimeshopingit'llstop

buthekeptoncallingandshepickeditannoyed.

Sagi:Youneedtorelax.

Mxolisi:Andyouneedtolearnhowtospeakto

people,especiallywhenansweringpeople'sphones

Sagi:Iwouldn'thaveanswerditbutthenyoukept

onnagging.Areyouthatinsecureforyoutocheck

upinherevery10mins?

Mxolisi:I'mnotinsecure.

Sagi:Wellyouractionssayssomethingquite

differentfromwhatyoursaying.Ifyoudidn'ttrust

uswithher-Breezewithherthenyoushouldhave

gottenheraleashandtiehertoyourwaistandstop



callingaftereverybreathyoutake.

Mxolisi:AndjudgingfromyourtoneIguessits

happening.

Sagi:...

Mxolisi:Andthat'swhyyoursosalty.

Sagi:HowIamornothasnothingtodowiththeir

separation.AsfarasIaminit-Idonthaveasayin

it.

Mxolisi:Sothatmakesyouangry?

Sagi:No!Whatmakesmeangryishearingyour

voiceatthistimeofaminutewhenyourthecouse

ofeverythingmyfamilyisgoingthrough..!

Mxolisi:Isthathowyoufeelaboutme?ThatI'm

thereasonwhyyourfamilyisheadingseparate

ways?Isthatthekindofpersonyouviewmeas?

Sagi:(teary)Howdoyouexpectmetoviewyou

Mxolisi?Asmylawyer?Agoodguyinmyeyes?

I'msorrybutIdon't.



InMxolisi'scar.

Mxolisisighedandparkedthecaronthesideofthe

gravelroadbeforelookingatthemirrorsandtook

thephonefromthephoneholder.

Mxolisi:Atleastsomethingbetterthannyatsi.Not

asafriendalsobutamanatleast.

Sagi:Who'sman?Herman?Coursethat'sthe

samething.

Mxolisi:YouhavetounderstandthatIloveherSagi

.Iloveher.AndIknowyoumightnotagreewith

meorbehappyforourrelationshipbutIloveher

andshe'shappywithme.

Sagi:Shewashappywithusuntilyouruined

everythingforher!

Herubbedhiseyesandlookedaroundagainatthe

treesbeforesighing.



Mxolisi:Doyouloveher?

Sagi:Isthatatrickquestion?OfcourseIloveher.

Mxolisi:Ohk..howaboutwemeet?Let'stalkabout

this-youandI.Layourdifferencesonthetableand

seehowwecandealwiththiscourseIdontwantto

keepupwiththis.

Sagi:What?

Mxolisi:yeah..seeIwasheadingtherecourse

Abigailtoldmeshe'llbebacktodayearlyinthe

morningafterthewholethingisdonesoIdecidedI

shouldsurpriseher.

Sagi:Wellthat'sthedumbeststupidsurpriseI've

everheard-fetchingadivorceefromherex-in-laws

house?Quitedisrespectfulifyouaskme.

Mxolisi:Woo...that'sspicybutthanksforthe

honesty.Sowhatdoyousay?Noonewillhaveto

knowaboutthemeetup.

Sagi:Whatifsherecognizesyoucarwhenthey

return?



Mxolisi:Itsadifferentone.Shedoesn'tevenknow

thenumberplate.

Sagi:Ohk..

Mxolisi:Sendtheaddress.

Sagi:Ifyoudonthavetheaddressthenhowwere

youexpectingtofindher?

Mxolisi:Askingaround.

Shehangupandhewaitedanxiouslythenshe

recievedtheaddressfromadifferentnumber.He

savedthecontactsandthenfollowedtheGPS.

MinslaterheparkedinfrontofanRDPhouseand

frownedcheckingifheenteredthecorrectlocation-

itwas.Hesighedbitinghislipandstartedthe

engineandwhenhecheckedthemirrorshesawher

approachinginherblacklongdress.Itwasn'thard

tonoticeherevenwhenitwasstillabitdarkfrom

herheightandbodyunderthattightdressonthe

waist.Shegotinthecarandhelookedatheras

sherubbedherhandstogether.



Mxolisi:Youcold?

Sagi:Yeah..

Heswitchedontheheaterandsherelaxedashe

droveslowly.

Mxolisi:Soanyplacewecantalk?

Sagi:Bytheriver.Nottheonearoundherethough.

Ilikethesoundofthewaterhittingontherockand

listeningtothebirdssingwhilethetreesreleasea

verysoftwind.MakesmecalmandcollectedplusI

haven'tbeenthereinawhile,goonI'llguideyou.

Mxolisi:Youlovethebeautyofnature-that's...a

progressforme.AtleastnowIknowonegood

thingyoulovebesidesalwaysfightingforyour

lovedones.

Sheturnedlookingathimwithalongfaceandhe



lookedatherbeforetheybothlaughedasshe

directedhimtotheriver.

Awhilelater.

AtBreezeshome.

Theyallwalkedinthehousesmellingthegood

freshcoffeefromthedoorandwalkedtothe

dinningroomwheretheyfoundthefoodcoverdand

sataroundopeningtheminsmiles.Abigailwentto

getthecoffeeandjuiceinthefridgegoingtoplace

themonthetablebeforewalkingaroundwitha

smalldishtowashhands.Breezegotupfeelingin

hisbloodthatthehousewasemptyheading

upstairstotheroomSagisharedwithAbigaillast

nightbutshewasn'tthere.Hewenttocheckthe

bathroombutstillthenhewenttohisroomand

foundanoteonthebed.



"Iwentouttogetsomefreshair.I'mI'mohkand

safe,dontworry-I'llbebacksoon.Iloveyou"

Thoughitwasunsettlingheheldontoherword

timingherwithanhourorhe'llgolookingforher.

Hecantbeartoloseher,sheishiseverythingand

withoutherallwillcometoanendandmean

nothing.She'sallhe'sgotandhe'swillingtodo

everythinghecantocorrecthiswrongsandbuild

hisfamilywithher.

Abigailslightlyknockedonthedoorandheturned

withthenoteinhishand.

Abigail:Everythingohk?

Breeze:yeah..(shoveditinhispocket)Everything

isfine.

Abigail:Ohk..I'mlookingforSagi,she'snotinour

room.Haveyouseenher?

Breeze:She'sout-(swallowed)Ihope.



Abigail:Areyouohk..

Breeze:Mmmh-hmm.Let'sgo.

Hepassedbyherandshelookedathimwalking

downthehallwayrubbinghisneckwithonehand.

Eveniftheirbusinesswasover-sherealizeditis

stillhardtonotnoticehimwhenhe'safraidof

something.Sheneedstostayawayfromhimor

whatshehaswillalsocrumbledowninablinkofan

eye.

Shefiddledwithherhandsandwenttojointhem

sittingaroundthetable.

Lyon:Ao..where'smygirl?

Breeze:She-wentout.

Aunt:outthisearly?Issheohk?

Breeze:Ihope.

Aunt:Youhope?WenaBreeze-DoIhavetoremind

youthatthatisyourwife?Themotherofyour



childrenroamingaroundatthistimeinwhichmost

murdersandrapistsescaperunningout-andyour

hoping?What'sgotintoyou?

Breeze:...

Aunt:EmaoyegobatamosadiBreeze!Standup!

Hela!Youhope?

Abigailsaunt:Maybesheneededabreakfromall

ofthis.Maybeithappenstobetoomuchforher.

Aunt:Ng-ngNoBreezestandupandgolookformy

daughter-in-lawbeforeshegoesmissingorworse.

Dontyouknowthatwhenawomansaysthisyou

shoulddothecompleteopposite?Standup!

Abigailwillputyourfoodintheoven.Bathong!You

hope!

Breezelookedattheelederseyesonhimandhe

stoodupembarrassedandwalkedawaypickingthe

carkeysbythedoor.

Aunt:Thisboy!



Lyon:(whispered)Youdidn'thavetodothat.

Lovershaveproblemstooandsometimesthebest

waytocomearoundistogiveeachothersome

spacetothink.Donteverbelittlehimlikethat

courseonedayhewontletitslide-he'snotaboy

anymore.

Hesatbackandtheauntlookedathimbeforethey

ate.

AtBreezeshouse

DitebogosatonthebednexttoEnzofeedinghim

milkwhilebusytakingpicturesofhim.Sheposted

them onInstagramandreadtheclocking

commentsandansweredthem.Everyoneon

Instagramknewthetwinsashersandlittledidthey

knowhercakewasstillcookinginheroven.She

frownedlookingatRose'scomment.



"Theyaresobeautiful"

Fromthatcommentshecouldtellshehadmoreto

saybutwentwiththesimpleline.Shesighed

replyingothersandstopped.Wasitevenworthyto

holdheraccountableforwhatshedidunderpain,

stressandneglecting?Sheknewhowitwastolose

someoneyoulovefromherbrotherspassingand

shecouldtellshefeelslikeshelostKagisotoofor

good.Thoughitwashardtoforgivehershehasto

tothatnotonlyforthepeacesakebutforherself

tootohealpastthat.

Reply:"Thankslove "

Shesighedhittingherinbox.

Ditebogo:Dowanttohangout?I'mbored.

Rosella:Really.. I'dloveto.



Shesmiledtellingherwhereshewasandputthr

phonedowntakingthebottlefromthesleeping

babyEnzo.

Attheriver.

Hourslater

Theysatonthebonnetlookingattheriverasthe

waterhittherockssplashingmakingsmallwaves,

thecoldfromthemountainforestcoveredthem

andlisteningtothesoundoftheearlybirdsand

leaveswhispering.Mxolisiturnedlookingatherhug

herbodyandgotdownfromthebonnetandwentto

gethiscoatcoveringher.

Sagi:Thankyou.

Mxolisi:Yourwelcome.Sowhat'sitaboutrivers



thatinspiresyoutojustwanttocomehereand

watchit?

Sagi:Its-..open.Alwaysflows.Sometimesitcould

flowsmoothlyandsometimesinrapid-intheend

notallthewaterwillgothesamedirectionbutit'll

cutoutandtakedifferentroutes.Likelife-itcould

goreallysmoothandbeautifulbutatsomepointit'll

justhitroughpatchesandseparateyoufromthe

onesyoulove.

Mxolisi:Sointhiscase-Ihappentobetherough

patchyourmarriagehit.

Sheturnedlookingathimandsighedlookingback

attheriver.Allmemoriescameinawavebefore

hereyesandtearsblurredhereyes.Heturnedto

herwishingtoholdherbutknewhehadtokeepa

distancethoughithurtsseeingawomanintears

likethis.

Sagi:Haveyoueverfeltlike-there'snotapersonin

theworldthatunderstandsandgetsyou?



Mxolisi:Yeah..almosteveryday.

Sagi:How'sitfeel?

Mxolisi:Sad,lonely-depressing

Sagi:Imagineallthosethingsaddedwithmy

condition?Whatdotheydo?

Mxolisi:...Breaking...

Sagi:Exactly...(tearsflowed)I'mbroken.

Hertearsfloweredendlesslyliketherivershewas

staringat.Helookedatherbitinghislipandtried

touchingherwhenshegotoffthebonnet.

Sagi:(crying)DoyoueverwonderwhyI'mlikethis?

Howimfeeling?

Mxolisi:Howareyoufeeling?

Sagi:...

Mxolisi:SagiyoucantalktomesothatIcan

correctmyself.SothatIcanseewhereIfitinyour



lifeevenifI'matthebackofyourlist.Iknowyou

hurt-

Sagi:(raisedvoice)I'mnothurt!I'mtornapart.

Youtooksomeoneeveryvaluabletomyheart.You

cameintomylifeandtoreapartofmyfamilyaway

fromme.Youdidn'tthinkhowit'llaffectmethough

shetoldyouthatI'mnotalright!Igottriggered

Mxolisi.AfterIrecentlyfoundoutthatthemanI

lovehasbeengallivantingyoucamealongand

forcedyourwaythroughmybrokenfamilythat

couldhavebeenmended.AndthenIgotsenttoa

mentalprisonbythesamewomanhe'sbeenseeing

behindmyback!Igotpoisonedandsomefreaks

almostperformedanoperationonmetryingtotake

mybabiesfrommeandnoonehaseveraskedme

howIwasdoingafterthetraumaI'vebeenthrough!

NotevenoncehaveIheardanyoneaskmehowI

am!AndItrysohard-(crying)Sohardtoputit

togetherforthesakeofmybabiesandeveryone

aroundme!I'mavictimofnatureandavictimof

mymarriage....Iammyownworstnightmare.

Everythingaroundmekeepscrumblingdownand



everytimeItrytohelpsomeoneendsupgetting

hurt!IcantseemtodoanythingcourseI'mscaredI

couldkillandIdontwantanybloodinmyhands.

YouallresurrectedthepartofmeIwishednoone

toseeandnowyourturningablindeyefocusingon

thesamehappinessyoucutfrommine!Ilivewith

afalsehopethatonedayyouallwillseeyour

wrongsyoudidtomeandtrycorrectbutno-itslike

I'msittinginaroomputinthecornerallbymyself

whiley'allarepoppingchampagneswhileIremain

cryingandnoneofyouraisestheirhead.

Sheturnedaroundcryinghidingherfaceashe

stoodbywithatearsburninghiseyes.He

squeezedhiseyesandwenttothecartakinghis

bottleofwatertogiveherbutshewalked3steps

awayfromhimintears.

Sagi:Haveyoueverbeenhurttoapointthatyou

starttohatelifeitsself?Toapointyoubelievethat

maybethereisnoGodcourseifhewas,he



wouldn'thaveletthishappen,haveyou..?

Mxolisi:...

Sagi:I'msorryifyoufeellikeI'mseeingyouasthe

personthatplayedthepartbutthequestionisdo

youblameme?

Mxolisi:...

Sagi:DoyouMxolisi?

Mxolisi:No..

Sagi:Rightcourseyouknowthatyou-youMxolisi

Malekatooksomethingfromme.Maybethat'swhy

youstoodupformeincourt-

Mxolisi:Nothatwasnotit.Istoodupforyou

courseIwantedtonotcourseoftheguilt.Trustme

itwasallingoodintention.

Sagi:Wasitnow?(Crying)Youreverybitasbadas

theyare.ThefamilyandtheonesIcommittedmy

selftoo.Breezetriggeredme.Abigailpushedme.

JackforcedmeandJanepokesme.Youare

burninguptheflame.Withallofthis-ieventried

onethingIneverthoughtI'ddo-inflictalongpain



onmyselfsothatIwontfightbackcourseyouguys

arebackingmeintoacorner-Tattoo.Hugeone.

WhichwasthedumbestthingtodocoursenowI

wishtorenewittofeelpain.Ifeellikethedevelis

clappinghandsformereadytowelcomemeifIdo

anythingcoursethat'swherepeoplelikemego.I

lostmyFaithintheprocessandfeellikethedevilis

happilyreadytoworkwithmewithwarmarms-but

thenthelovetheykeepcrushingandmybabies,

aretheonlythingsholdingmeback.Ihatetolive

withbars(crying)Ihatemylife!IhateitandIhate

allIwanttodoismakeitstop!Pleasehelpmestop

thepaincourseithurt!Helpmestop!Killmeonce

andforallcourseI'mtired!(Screams)Killmeand

stopthepainplease!

Mxolisi:No!

Sagi:(crying)Killme!Thatwayyouwillliveyour

happylifewithherknowingnothingwillholdyou

backplease...

Mxolisi:I'mnotgoingtokillyouSagi.



Hertearskeptrollingdownhercheeksasthepain

inherhearttoreit'swayshecouldfeelherchest

alsoinpain.Shelookedathimandquicklythrew

thejacketonthegroundandranintothewater

makingMxolisi'sheartskiptohisthroatandhe

followedherdivinginandthewaterflowedwith

them.
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AttheRiver.

Theystruggledtobreatheasthewaterflowedwith

themhittingrockswhenMxolisispottedabranch

onthesideoftheriverfurther.

Mxolisi:Grabmyhand!

Shetriedbyallmeanstogetfurthertohimand

finallycoughthishandwhenhepulledherandheld

herastheywentunderthebranchbuthemanaged

togetholdofit.

Sagi:(crying)Dontletgoplease...



Heturnedlookingathowterrifiedshewasandhe

couldalmosthearherheartpoundingsohardas

shecoughedwaterholdingtighttohishandwith

herdresstornontheothersideofherbreastandon

theneck.Hereyessaiditall.

Hepulledhercloserashishandgottiredbuthetold

himselfthathewontletherdownandletherkids

growupwithoutamother.

Shegotholdofthebranchandhepulledherbythe

waistgrabbingthegrassnexttothemandpushed

hersoshecouldholdonandbeabletogetoutof

theriverandshedid.Aftershehadgoneoutshe

quicklygavehimherhandandeventhoughhewas

heavyforhershealsodidn'tgiveupuntilhewas

outandtheycollapsedonthegrassnexttotheriver

breathingheavilyinfear.

Sagi:(shaking)Thankyou.

Mxolisi:Iknowyourhurtbutthatwasastupid

move!



Sagi:I'msorry..

Mxolisi:Sagiyougotkidsandfamilywholoveyou.

Iknowtheymighthurtyoubuteveryfamilydoes

haveobstaclesandkillingyourselfisnotthebest

waytogetawayfromallofit.

Sagi:(teary)I'msorry.

Mxolisi:Yousorry?!Youcould'vedied!Leaving

yourkidstogrowupwithoutamother!Amothers

loveallbecauseshecouldn'tfaceherpainanddeal

withit!

Sagi:Howdoyouexpectmetojustpickupthe

pieceswheneverytimeIdoIgethurt?Notsolong

agoIsawhimmeetingherinhercaratmyparty.I

thoughthimandIwerebetterthanthat!Now

Abigailisofficiallyleavingafterbreakingme!

Mxolisi:ButAbigailleavingtheuniondoesn'tmean

lifeitselfwillstoporyourmarriagewonteverbe

strong!Itwill!

Sheputherhandsonherfacecryingastheyflowed



outandheraisedhisupperbodybalancinghimself

withonehandfacingher.

Mxolisi:SagiIknowIhurtyouintheprocessof

lovingAbigail-I'msorry.Youdeservebetterthan

deathafterallthatweoutyouthrough.Youmight

seeyourselfasavictimofnaturebuttosomeofus

weviewyouquitedifferentfromwhatyouassume

yourselftobe.Inmyeyes-Iseeyouasastrong

,amazing,beautifulrockofawoman.Youdedicate

yourselftoeveryonearoundyou.Youramother,

friend,sisterandalover.Withyourcondition-I

alsoseeyouasastrong,Intelligentpersonwhois

abletostrategizeandcapableofdoinganything

andeverythingtoprotectyourlovedones.Yourthe

strongestandbravestwomanI'veevermet.Killing

yourselfwilldevastatealotofpeopleespeciallythe

onesclosetoyouwhoyoudontnoticehowmuch

theycare.Ditebogo,RoseandBonololookupto

youasyouplayamotherfigureintheirlives.

Kagisoseesyouashismotherandthekidstoo.

Abigailseesyouashersister.



Sagi:Wellshehasafunnywayofshowingitwhen

she'sthereasonwhyIalmostlostmykids!

Mxolisi:Idon'tknowwhyshedidthatcourseshe

didn'thavetherighttobutI'msuresheregretsit

andalwayswill.Airadoresyou.Youandhis

mothermightbeoneachotherstoesbutyoucan

seewhenhe'swithyouthathelovesyouand

sometimeswhenyoucarryhimIheardhedoesn't

wanttogodown.Sagiyoursonisinitiatingdoyou

wanthimtocomebacktofindingoutthathis

motherisfourfootunder?AndthoughBreezeisa

jerk-theguylovesyou.Youshouldhaveseenhim

whenyouwereinjail,hehadgivenupontheworld

drinkingandlockinghimselfinthehouse.Theonly

thingthatkepthimgoingisadreamtofinallyhold

youandOdirilewasthereforhim thenthanksto

Kagiso.Youmightnotseeitbutyoubeingalive

reallymeansalottoalotofpeople.Dontyouever

dothat!LastlyI'msorryforbeingthereasonbehind

yoursadness.AndsorryIcouldn'thaveaback

bonetocomeapologizetoyouafterwhatIdid.I

hopeonedayI'llgettohavetherelationyouhave



withotherswithyou.I'llbegladtoknowI'minyour

goodbooksliketherest.Sorryone'sagain.

Shemovedherhandfromherfacestilllayingon

thegrassandhesmiledmovingherhaironherface

.

Mxolisi:Imeanit.

Sheopenedherarmsandhewentdownhugging

herforawhile.

Sagi:Iforgiveyou.Itoowouldhavedonethesame

thingforloveandcarelessofwhatstandsinmy

wayorwho'shappinessIdestroy.

Mxolisi:Thankyou.

Sagi:Justloveherfullyohk?

Mxolisi:Iwill.



Hegotupandhelpedherstanddustingthedry

grassoffthemselvesbuttheirclotheswerestillwet.

Helookedathertorndressonthebreastbythe

sideandrealizedshewasn'twearingabra-her

breastswerestillofateenagerasifshewasn't

breastfeeding.

Mxolisi:Didyousomehowinjectyourselfwith

somethingbefore?

Sagi:I'mscaredofinjection,Iwouldn'tdaretryto.

Mxolisi:Hadanoperationofsomesort?

Sagi:No..why?

Mxolisi:Youdontlooklikesomeonewhojusthad

babies.

Sagi:I'lltakethatasacompliment..

Hesmiledwhenherealizedthecarwasn'ttherebut

backwheretheywereandfrowned.



Sagi:Dontworry,it'snotthatfarfromhere.Let's

justfollowtheriverandwe'llbethereinnotime.

Mxolisi:Damn...I'mnevergettinganywherenear

thisplacewithyou.

Sagi:(laughs)Iwascoughtinpain.Thanksfor

openingmyeyes.

Theywalkedalongtheriveroverasmallchat

headingtothecar.

Ontheroad.

Breezesighedlookingatthewomancarryingwood

staringatthepictureandshooktheirheads

worryinghimevenmore.

Breeze:Thankyou.



Hewentbackinthecaranddrovealongfeelinghis

heartracing.Hecheckedheratherfavoritespots

aroundthevillagebutshewasn'tthereincludingthe

river.Herubbedhisfaceandkeptonstoppingby

anyonehemeetsonthewayaskingthemwhilehe

countlesslycalledherandbackhometocheckif

she'sback.

Breeze:(recordsmessage)Babycanyouplease

comehome..Ifthere'sanythingIdidthatupsetyou

pleasecomebacksowecantalk.Iloveyou.

2minslater

Breeze:I'mworriedpleaselove...Ineedyou.

1minlater.



Breeze:IfyourthinkingofleavingmeIswearto

Godkillingmyself!(Teary)Babypleasecomehome

..I'mbeggingyou.

3minslater

Breeze:DamnitSagiplease...Iseriouslyneedyou.

I'mnothingwithoutyou.IknowIfuckedupbigtime

thelastcoupleofmonthandmadeexcusesforit

hurtingyouintheprocess-Ihavenoexcusenow

andI'msorry.I'mtrulysorrymylove.Pleaseallow

metoprovemyselftoyou.Iloveyou.Cometome

baby.

Minspassedashedrovealongandeverytimehe

gotbackinthecarafteraskingpeoplehe'drecorda

voicemessage.Afamiliarcartohiseyespassed

byhimasherecordedhisendlessmessages.He

turnedtryingtorememberwherehesawitand

realizedhesawitatMxolisi'sInstagrampictures

whenKagisowassearchinghiminthecaratthe



wedding.

Heshookitoffandkeptondriving.

Breeze:Sagi-imlosingmymindrightnow.Sorry

ifImadeyoufeelneglectedinawaythroughout

thewholething,I'msorry.Pleasegetbacktome.

Heputthephonedownrubbinghiseyeswitha

racingheart.ChordOverstreet(Holdon)played

whenhefrownedlookingoutside.Itsfunnyhow

mostofthetimewhenweresadandplaymusicwe

gettorelatesomehowwithone,andthiswas

definitelytouchinghimontheinside.

holdonIstillwantyou

ComebackIstillneedyou

Letmetakeyourhand-

I'llmakeitright

Isweartoloveyouallmylife



HoldonIstillneedyou

Longendlesshighways,

Yoursilentbesideme

DrivinganightmareIcan'tescapefrom

Helplesslypraying,

Thelightisn'tfading

Hidingtheshockandthechillinmybones

Theytookyouawayonatable

Ipacebackandforthasyoulaystill

Theypullyouintofeelyourheartbeats

Canyouhearmescreaming?

Pleasedontleaveme

HoldonIstillwantyou

ComebackIstillneedyou



LetmetakeyourhandI'llmakeitright

Isweartoloveyouallmylife

HoldonIstillneedyou

Heturnedoffthemusicandpickedhisphonewhen

suddenlyitranginhishandandhequickly

answered.

Abigail:She'sback.

Breeze:I'monmyway.

Hemadeau-turninthemiddleoftheroadand

steppedontheacceleratorgoinghomeholdinghis

breath.

Earlier...

SagidirectedhimuntiltheygottotheLyonshouse



andwentouttogoopenthegateforhimtopark

insidetheyard.

Abigailspottedherwhilewashingdishesand

quicklyletgoofthemrubbingherhandsonher

clothesrushingouttohugher.

Abigail:Dontyoueverleavelikethat!

Sagi:(smiling)Iwentoutforfreshair-andguess

whoIraninto?

SheturnedaroundinshocklookingatMxolisi

standingrightinfrontofherintheflesh.Whowould

havethoughtthatlovecoulddragamandownthe

mileslikethis?Shesmiledridiculouslywantingto

jumpinhisarmsbuttheelderssteppedoutandhe

rubbedofhissmileputtinghishandstogetherwhile

Sagikeptremovingdrygrassinherhair.

Mxolisi:(respectfully)Thobelabagolo

Elders:Thobela/Dumela



Mxolisi:Howareyouall?

Elders:Fine/good.You?

Mxolisi:I'malsofine.

LyonAunt:Wenaomang?

Mxolisi:uhmi'mafriendoftheirs,cameallthe

waytosupportthemthroughthisdifficulttime.

Lyon:That'ssoniceofyouson,butyouseemlike

you'vebeenvomitedbyananimalandyoumakoti.

Haveyoutoobeentogetherallthistime?

MxolisiturnedlookingatSagifiddlingwithherhair

avoidingtheireyesasAbigail'ssmiledropped

lookingatthem.

Mxolisi:uhm..Iwassupposedtobehereearlier

beforeeverythingstartsandwhenIwasonmyway

hereIranintohercryingwalkingbytheroad.

Abigail'saunt:Sowhathappened?

Mxolisi:Itookhersomewhereprivatetotheriver



courseshesaidsheneededsomespacetobreath

afterwhatshe'sbeenthroughandthingsdidn'tgo

asplannedanduhmshe...uhm..

Heheldhistonguenotwantingtotellthemthatshe

jumpedintoafullriverreadytokillherself.He

lookedatherasshestaredbackathim..

Sagi:Isawasnakecourseweweresittingonthe

talldrygrassandiranintotheriverbutluckilyhe

wastheretorescuemeotherwiseIwouldhavedied

.

Mxolisi:Right...I'msorryittookawhiletobringher

homeandworryingyou.

Aunt:Itsohkson.Makotilewena...afullriver?

Youcouldhavegottenbittenbyanotheranimalin

theriverordrownedleavingyourkidsallalone.

Sagi:I'msorry.Iwasterrified.

Theyallturnedhearingacarparkinfullspeedas



thewheelsscratchedonthegroundformingdust

andBreezesteppedoutjoggingtoherembracing

herinabonecrushinghugshecouldhardlybreathe.

Havingherinhisarmsfeltsogoodandcalmedhim

fromthenerves,hedidn'twanttoletgo.

Breeze:Iloveyou.

Sagi:(heavily)I-can't-breath.

Hequicklypulledbackholdinghershouldersand

shetookabreathinlookingathimandsmiled

openingherarmsforhimandhehuggedher.

Sagi:Iloveyoutoo.

TheelderswalkedbackinsideandAbigailturnedto

himwithaneutralface.



Abigail:Theymighthavebelievedthewholestory

butitwas-inconvenient.Whydontyoutellmethe

wholetruth?

Mxolisi:Hellotoyoutoo.I'mgoodandImissed

you.YesthestorywasmadeupandI'llexplain

everythingifyougivemeahugfirsttowelcome

yourmaninavillagehealmostgotlostinlooking

foryoucourseofthelovehehas.

Shetriedkeepingastraightfacebuthejustlooked

atherandoutofnowhereshelaughedhugginghim

thenstoleakiss.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Better.

Breeze:Heyman.(shookhishand)

Mxolisi:8ta.Howareyou?

Breeze:Anxious,scaredandeverythinginbetween.

You?

Mxolisi:I'm-shockedandhappyatthesametime.



Thegirlswalkedintothehouseandtheyleanedon

Mxolisi'scar.

Breeze:Sowhatshocksyou?

Mxolisi:Iwasplanningonkeepingthisbetween

yourwomanandIbutIcanseethatwonthappen

anditsnotagoodthingtohideit.

Breeze:...

Mxolisi:SeeItookhertotherivertryingtosortout

mydifferenceswithherwhensuddenlysheopened

upabouthertruefeelings.She'snotwellman..at

all.She'satickingbombandeverytimesheholds

backwiththekidsgatheringherself.

Breeze:Whatdoyoumean?

Mxolisi:Sagihasaconditionandyouknowthat-

butattimesy'allseemtolockheroutanddothings

withoutconsideringherfeelings.She'shumantoo.

Shefeelsrejected.Shefeelslikeshe'savictimof

natureandavictiminyourmarriagecoursealways



she'stheonethatendsuphurt.Shefeelshelpless

anddoesn'tknowwhattodocourseeverytimeshe

doessomethingsomeoneendsupgettinghurt

badly.Shegotsenttoprisonbyyourbabymama

andyourbrothertriedtokillherandtakeherbabies

whileontheotherhandItookAbigailfromher-the

onesheconsidersasister.Notsolongshelosta

friendandabrotherinOdirile.Allthosethings

whencombiningrippsherfromtheinsideandshe

hidesitwithasmileforthesakeofeveryone

aroundher.Shecaresaboutyouallbutfeelslike

she'snotsomehowenoughorgoodtobearound

youall.

Breeze:...

Mxolisi:Shesaidinodertokeepupwithititseither

sheinflictspainonherselfphysicallyorshelet's

thethoughtofbeingamothertoherkidsholdher.

Breezeshehurtsherselfjustsoshewonttakeout

thepainonothers.She'sthereforanyonebut

herself.She'sscaredshe'llkillonedaycourseof

pain.

Breeze:..



Mxolisi:Shetriedkillingherselftoday.

Breezeraisedhishurtfacetohimshocked.He

couldntevenpicturehislifewithoutherinitandit

madehisheartjumptohisthroat.Helookedathim

astearsburnedhiseyes.Hecouldalmosthear

OdirileasMxolisitalkedthoughhedidn'tinsulthim

likehedidbutthewayheputhiswords-hisfriend

onaseriousnote.

Mxolisi:Damnstraight.Shejumpedintoafullriver

tryingtodrownherselfsothatshecoulddieand

leavethishorrificlifebehindcourseshesaysshe

hatesit!She'shurtingrealbadman.Ifyournot

carefulyou'llburythemotherofyourchildearlier

thanyoushould.

Breeze:...

Mxolisi:Imeanman-Psychopathyandsuicidal

thoughts,manthat'snotagoodthing!Thisshould

tellyouhowmuchshe'sfightinginthenameoflove

.Thisthing'sdontmixandgetgoodresultsbut



she'sfightingthroughwithoutsupportfromeither

ofyou!Whathurtsthemostisnonofyounotice

that.

Breeze:..(rubbsface)

Mxolisi:Yousawthegoodinherbeforetriggering

herdisorderandstillyouexpectgoodafterthe

traumashe'sbeenthroughwhichishighly

impossible!Youknowthat!Idontknowifitsbeing

ignorantorthewayyoushowcaseyourlovebutyou

cantexpecthertobethesameafterwhatyouput

herthrough.That'sjustafiltersheputsoncourse

youallexpecthertobelikethatalways.So

basicallyshe'slivinguptoyourexpectationsand

youdon'tevenrealizeitandshe'syourwife!Youof

allpeopleshouldseethat!

Breeze:...

Mxolisi:She'satickingbomb.Onedayshe'lllose

herkeyandkillyouinyoursleepoutofpaincourse

that'swhatdrivesher.She'llkilleveryonethathurt

herifnotforher.She'llloseitforgoodwiththe

fakehumanitysheshowsoffforyoursakeand



there'snothingyouwoulddoaboutthat.Sonot

onlyisherlifeatline,buteveryonearoundher.

Dontunderestimatehertothepointwhereyouthink

she'sfineandlifecancarryonsmoothlylikebefore.

Hermindthinksandplansbeyondanormalperson

can.Stagetic.She'scapableofallhorrificthings

youcouldimaginebut-butforyoursakeshe

doesn'twanttoletgo.

Breeze:(wipestear)Damn..

Mxolisi:She'sdangerous,she'sstrong,she's

capableactuallyeverythingbutshekeepsitcool.

Onemistake-Oneboxsixfeetunder,andnoone

willtellhershit!

Breeze:...

Mxolisi:AllI'msayingisbecareful.Don'tadd

dieseltoherflamecourseonedrop-thenWallah!

HertrueidentitywillberevealedandIsweartoGod

you'llwishJesuswasheretoholdyourhandand

walkwithyouthroughyourdifficulttime.

Breeze:...

Mxolisi:GointhereandstartwithasimpleI'm



sorrytoopenyourdoortoherheartthenyou'lltake

itfromthere.Shelovesyouandshedoesthis

courseofyou.

Breezelookedathimandbreathedout.Hegave

himhishandandtheybrohugged.

Breeze:Thanksforbeingthereman.

Mxolisi:JustdidwhatIhadto.I'msorrytoofor

breakingyourmarriage.

Breeze:I'moverit.Justpromisetotreatherwell.

Mxolisi:Iwill.Waityouroverit?Seriously?

Breeze:Yeah..

Mxolisi:thenwhywereyougivingmeahardtime?

Breeze:Idontknow...IguessIlikegivingyouahard

time.

Mxolisi:Manfuckyou!

Breeze:Yourwelcome.



Theylaughedheadinginsidefindingtheeldersnot

there.Breezecheckedoutsideandsawthemunder

thetreebeforeheadingtothegirlsroomandfound

themhuggingasAbigailtriedtoconsoleher.

Herubbedhishandwalkingoverandstoodnextto

them.

Breeze:CanI?

Abigail:Sure..I'llbebackohk?

SheshookherheadrubbinghertearsandAbigail

walkedoutclosingthdoorbehindher.Breezesat

nexttoSagiandpulledherintoahugwhenshe

brokedownagain.

Breeze:IknowIhaven'tbeentheperfecthusband

foryou.Ihurtyouandmadeyoufeelneglected.I

knowwordswontbeenoughttoexplainandmake

youfeelbetterbutI'msorry.You'vebeennothing



butagoodwifetomeandItookyouforgranted.I

havenoexcuseformybehavior.Yourthebestthing

that'severhappenedtomemywholelifeandI

turnedablindeyeonthat.

Hepithisfingersinherhairrubbinghersculpas

shecriedstillinhisarms.Heswallowedapainful

lumphearinghersobswhichcutdeepinhisheart.

Breeze:IturnedyouintothepersonyouareandI'm

ashamedtoevencallmyselfworthytobeyour

husband.Worthyofyourlove.Youlovedme

throughbetterandworseandItookadvantageof

yourlove.I'msosorrymylove.Itrulyam.Sorryif

ImadeyoufeelunwantedoranythingtrustmeI

didn'tmeanto.Mxolisitoldmewhathappenedand

howyoufeel-Itaketheblamecoursethiswhole

thingstartedcourseofmehurtingyouinthe

process.Buttheideaofwakingupwithoutyouby

mysideterrifiesmetothelast.Losingyouwill

meanmelosingmyworldcoursemylifewontbe



thesamewithoutyou.Icantraisethekidsonmy

own,Ineedyou.

Hecubedherfacelookingatherastearskept

rolling.

Breeze:SagiIloveyou.SorryIgotcoughtupin

anotherdimensionapartfromours.SorryIleftyou

byyourselfcountlesstimeshurtingyou.Sorryfor

beingthecourseofyourunhappiness.Sorryfornot

beingthemanyoudeserveandhopedfor.Sorryfor

everythingthatI'vedonethathurtyou.Ipromiseto

love,protect,respectandcareforyou.Tobethe

husbandyouwishtohaveandalwaysbetherefor

you.Ipromisetonotbeabsentinanyoccasionof

yourlifeandI'mwillingtosteponeachstepwith

youbymyside.IneedyouSagi.Iloveyou...(teary)

IcantsaythisenoughbutIloveyouSagiSagiLyon.

Itrulydo.

Sagi:(crying)Whyareyoudoingthistome?

EverytimeIforgiveyou,yourepeatthesame



mistake.WhathaveIdonetodeservethisfromyou?

Breeze:I'msorry.I'msosorry.Ihavenothingto

backmyactionsI'msorry.

Sagi:Doyouloveher?

Breeze:Who?

Sagi:Jane?

Breeze:No..absolutelynot.

Sagi:Yourlying!Youdoloveher.

Breeze:IsweartoGodIdontlovethatwoman.I

assureyouonthat.

Sagi:Thenwhywereyouwithheratmyparty?Or

thishowitis-youmeetherbehindmybackinthe

nameofAir?

Breeze:Iwillnotdosuchathing.Iwillneveruse

mykidsnametogetwhatIwant.IdontloveJane

andIdontneedherinmylifeandIhatethefactthat

shehappenedtobethemotherofmychildbutshe

is.Ionlyloveyouandthat'sthat.Nooneelsebut

you.Iloveyou.



Shelookedathimandsmiledabitgettingonhis

thentheyhugged,itwasasifhewascarryinghis

daughterinawaybutcute.

MeanwhileintheDiningroom.

AbigailsatnexttoMxolisiashegulpedaglassof

waterandputitdownlookingather.

Mxolisi:You'vebeenstaringatmeforawhile.

Whatdoyouwant?

Abigail:Somethingyouwontbeabletogivetome

atthismoment.

Hetriedkeepingastraightfacebuteventually

laughedholdinghismouth.



Mxolisi:WellI'msorrymamIcantprovide.

Abigail:(blushing)Notforlong.Whydontweget

outofhere?Mybusinesshereisover..

Mxolisi:Areyouserious?

Abigail:I'mserious.It'stimeIputthepastbehind

meandfocusonmyfuturewhichIwantwithyou.I

loveyouandwishtospendtherestofmylifewith

youwithoutanythingstandinginourwayof

happiness.So?

Mxolisi:(smiling)ohkmam..whereto?

Abigail:Anywhere..(blushing)rememberI'myours.

Heblushedandleanedoverkissingherthenshe

stooduptogetherbag.Afterawhileshewentto

sayhergoodbyesandmetMxolisiatthecar.She

gotinandheldhishandashedroveout.

Mxolisi:HowaboutCapeTownforaweek?

Abigail:(smiling)I'dloveto.
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[08/02,14:05]Lynne :Chapter99.

AtBreezeshouse.

Breezestoodbywatchingastheybuildasmall

traditionalhutwithSagibyhisside.Hefoldedhis

handspartinghislegsnotseeinganecessityof

buildingthehut.Thoughitwasgoingwelland

lookingbeautifulhehadpreferredtojustbuilda

smallerbeautifuloneroomhouse.



Breeze:pleasetellmewhywe'rebuildingthis

insteadofanormaloneroomhousewithatile?

Sagi:BecauseIchoseitandiknowhe'llloveitn

besidesit'satraditionalhouse.Putinmindthat

he'satraditionalhealernowandhehastobeinan

environmentthatgoeswithhisstatus.

Breeze:Areyouevensurehe'llwanttoworkhere?

Imeanhe'smothercouldchangehermindat

anytime.

Sagi:Shechosehereforareason.Hersonhas

beenthroughalotoverthereandhedefinitely

needsachangeinlocationtostarthisnewlife.A

placewithnoreminderofhishardtimeandwhere

hecouldraisehischildhappilyandpeacefully.A

healthyenvironmentwhichwe(pulledhishand)as

hisparentscanprovide.

Heturnedlookingatherandpulledherchinupfora

kissandsmiledrubbingthelipglossoffhislips.



Breeze:Yaark!

Sagi:(laughs)YoukissedmeIdidn't.

Breeze:Whatever..lookI'mgoingtocheckthe

Gallery.IhopetheiralsodonethenI'llgocheckthe

club.

Sagi:WhydontyougochecktheClubandI'llcheck

theGallery?

Breeze:Areyousure?

Sagi:Yeah..

Breeze:Thenwhataboutyoursession?Youknow

wecantaffordtomissevenasinglesession.

Sagi:Iwont-It'sat14h00andit'sstill10AM,dont

worryI'llmakeitintime.

Breeze:Ohk..Igotthekids.

Sagi:Finally-alittlebitofbreak.Thankyouso

much



Shestoleakissandwalkedawaytthehouse

throughthebackdoorandhesmiledrubbingthe

glossofhislips.Hehasn'tseenhissonforawhile

,he'smissedhimsobadandcouldn'twaittosee

him.He'llhavetodoonhislevelbesttowelcome

himbackhomesohecouldknowhowmuchhe's

beenmissedforthepastninemonths.

Hisphoneranginhispocketandhetookitout

walkingaroundthehousetothecar.

Breeze:Heyman.

Mxolisi:hii.Justcalledtoletyouknowthepapers

arereadyforhisreturnforhimtosignandthe

buildingwillbehislegally.

Breeze:Thanksalotman.Ioweyouone.

Mxolisi:Yeahyoudo,Iseealreadyyoustarted

preparingeverythingforhimthat'sgood.He'llbe

verypleasedwithyoureffort.

Breeze:Ihopehedoescoursehedoesn'treally

enjoybeingpapamperd.



Mxolisi:Hewill.Youragreatdadman.Hatetosay

thisbutyourinspiringmetobeabetterdadtomy

kid

Breeze:AslongasRoselladoesn'tcomplainabout

anythingjustknowyourdoinggreat.

TheyhangupasSagiwalkedoutofthehouse

carryingthekidsandputthemintheirseatswaving

atthem.

Sagi:Yourgoingwithdaddytodayohk..

Kids:Daddy!

Sagi:Yeah...pleasedrivesafelyandsticktothe

speedlimitwithmykids..I'mbeggingyou.

Breeze:(smiling)Ipromise.

Hekissedherwhenshefrownedlookingather

wristwatch



Sagi:I'mwaitingforRosetogetheresoshecould

lookafterDitebogo.She'sstillinpainaftergiving

birth3daysago.

Breeze:Soit'sthatpainful?

Sagi:(longface)Whatdoexpect?Itisextremely

painful.It'sliketheworstpainonecaneverfeelor

take.

Breeze:(shrugs)Atleastitsworthit.Right?

Shefrowneddroppingherhandsandwalkedaway

ashesmiledlookingatherswingherwaistgetting

ìnthecar.

Breeze:(smiling)Anotherone?!

Sagi:(shouts)Noo!

Helaugheddringoffandshesmiledgettinginthe

housetoDitebogo'sroom.Shewalkedinandfound

herwalkingbackfromtheinsuitandwenttositon



themattressnexttoherbaby.

Sagi:Youcanusethebedyouknow.

Ditebogo:Notyet.It'llhurtwhenIgetonit,it'll

coursemetospreadmylegsandicantdothatyet.

Sagi:ohk.

Shewalkedoverandsatnexttoherpickingthe

babyashereleasedacrythensherockedhim

smiling.

Sagi:(smiling)He'ssocute,alreadyIcansee

Kagiso'slongeyelashesonhim.Andthenosetoo.

Ditebogo:(smiling)let'shopehedoesn'ttakehis

father'severyfeatureandforgetmine.I'llbeso

jealous.

Sagi:(laughs)You'llgetoverit.Evenifhedoesn't

takeanyfeaturefromyou,itspossiblehemight

takethesenseofhumorfromyou.Oryourfamily



member.

Ditebogo:Ihopehedoesn'tdothat.

Sagi:youneverknow.Soyoustillhaven'tnamed

him?Youdorealizeyou'llhavetothinkofaname

anytimesoonright?Andthatyouhadtohavedone

thatwhenyouwerestillinhospitalcoursenow

they'llgiveyouahardtime.

Ditebogo:Ido.JustthatIwantedKagisotobe

heretonamehimhimselfandbethereonhisfirst

dayonthisplanet.IguessIwaslivinginmyown

fantasy.

Sagi:Babyyourthemother,youalsohavearightto

pickupanameforhimandI'msureKagisowillbe

gladwithanythatyouchoose.Youguyscanadd

thesecondnameonthecertificatewhenhegets

backitwon'tbethatmuchofanissue.

Ditebogo:Intwoweeks?(Pouted)feelslike2

decades.

Sagi:Youmanagedtoholdonformonths,sowhat

istwoweekstoyou!Absolutelynothing.He'llbe

back..



Ditebogo:(sigh)Ialwaysthoughtofanamesince

Iwaspregnant,justthatIwantedtomakesurethat

himandIagreeonitfirst.

Sagi:Andthenameis?

Ditebogo:Odirile.Inhonorofmybrother.

Sagi:Iloveit.It'sabeautifulnameandhasa

beautifulchemistrybehindit.Kagisowilldefinitely

notbeagainstthatone.

ThedoorslidopenandRosewalkedinholdinga

plastic.Shesmiledlookingatthemandlutthe

plasticofMcDonald'snexttoDitebogothenthrew

herselfonthebed.

Sagi:SoIguessIdon'tneedanyexplanationwhy

yourlatecoursealreadyitsrightinfrontofme.

Rose:Yep..Shewantedsomethingspicyanda

doublecheeseburger.ButsorryI'mlate.

Sagi:itsohk.Here,situp(gaveherthebaby)

Where'sAiden?



Rose:He'sathisfather's.Hedoesn'twantme

anymore,hecrieseverytimelookingforhimsoI

senthimthere.Iwonderwhattheirdoingtherethat

makeshimsoclingytowardshisfatherallofa

sudden.

Sagi:He'saboy,heneedshisfather.Justlike

Enzo,hewantsnothingtodowithme.Hewants

hisfathertodoeverythingforhimincludingto

makehisbottleandnotme.Hecriesforhim

everytimehewalksoutofthedoor,thankGodI

haveMelowtomyselfsothatIwontfeelneglected.

Butsometimessheturnsherbackonmeandcries

forhimtoo.

Ditebogo:(laughs)Sobasicallyyourjealoussis

Sagi:(laughs)Ofcourse..(pretendstocry)They

tookmyplaceinhisheartandhetookthemfrom

me.

Rose:(laughs)theytooktheplacebecauseyour

theheart.

Sagi:yeahright...Shoot!Ihavetogo.I'llseeyou

girlslater.



Them:Bye..

Shewalkedoutandtheycontinuedhavingachatas

sheate.

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Mxolisidroveintotheyardandparkedhiscaron

theparkingspaceleaningback.Heclosedhiseyes

forawhileandwhenheopenedthemhespotted

Abigailwalkingtothepoolsidethenhesteppedout.

Hetookoffhisjacketheadingtothehouseand

wenttochangeintocasualclothesbeforegoingout

tojointhem.Aidensawhimfromadistanceand

quicklystooduprunningtohimscaringAbigailabit

assheturnedtoseewherehewasgoing.He

pickedhimthrowinghimupthencoughthimfora

coupleoftimesashelaughedthenwalkedoverto

Abigailkissinghercheeksittingdown.



Abigail:Yourearly..

Mxolisi:Yeah..whereyouguysplanningasurprise

partyformeandIhappentohaveruinedit?

Abigail:no...justearlierthanusual.

Mxolisi:ItoldyouIwasn'tgoingtospendmuch

timeatwork.Iwenttheretosortoutthepapers

andtheyarereadytheonlythingleftisforyouto

signandhimthenisofficiallynotyoursbuthis.

Abigail:Thankyoubaby.Iappreciateyourhelp.

Mxolisi:Right.

Abigail:SoarewegoingtoKagiso'sceremony?

Mxolisi:Areyouseriouslyaskingmethat?

Abigail:ShouldIaskyoungAiden?OfcourseI'm

askingyou.

Mxolisi:(scoffswithablush)Idontknow.Butif

weregoingtosquashourdifferencesIthink

attendinggatheringsandgivingeachothersupport

isagreatstart.MyrelationwithBreezeandSagiis

improvingsoIdontseewhynotwhenweallwant

thesamething.Peace.



Abigail:Ohk...I'mgladtohearthat,justwantyou

toknowthatevenifIcutmytieswiththeLyonsand

considerthemfriends,Kagisowillalwaysbemy

son.Nomatterwhat.Itakehimasminetoo,I've

growntolovehimlikeasontome.

Mxolisi:(smiling)Igetthat-thoughidontgethow

whenhe'salmostyourage.He's21andyour29.

Abigail:Thatdoesn'tcount.He'smybabyand

that'sallthatmatters.I'mmaalwayshetherefor

himnomatterwhat.

Mxolisi:Igetitlove.LikeIsaid,Iwontstandin

yourwaywiththosethatmakeyouhappyandI

wontchosepeoplewhoyoushouldassociate

yourselfwithjustdontgettooclingytoyour

previouslife.

Abigail:Welllovegoesonsweetheart.

ShegavehimhisfruitsaladandtookAidensitting

withhimonthetowelfeedinghimhispurity.She

tookherphonefromtheseatanddialedSagi



AttheGallery.

Sagiwalkedaroundexaminingeverycornerofthe

buildingandsmiledlookingataportraitofRosella

thatwastakenfromthehouseplacedinhisoffice.

Shewasn'tsureifhe'dappreciatehavingherpicture

inhisofficeorDitebogowill.Butthenbynowhe

must'veforgivenherandmovedofpastthedrama

oflastyear.Sheturnedtotheotheroneof

Ditebogoandtookapictureofit-hesurelyoutdid

himselfonthisone.Justbylookingatitandthe

wayhedrewityoucanjustfeeltheloveand

happinessinit.Hewashappytoseehertheday

shesurprisedhimwithhervisit,forhimtoexpress

itlikethis.

Shewalkedouttothepaintingroomfinding

everythingsortedandthenwenttothestoreroom

andeverythinghadarrived.Shewalkedtotheshow

roomandshecouldn'tbemoregladtofindmore

paintingswhenherphoneranginherhand.



Sagi:Heybaby.

Abigail:Hii..howareyou?

Sagi:I'mgood.ActuallyI'mbeyondgoodI'mhappy.

Can'tbelieveyouleftallthisbeautifulpaintingsfor

astartoff,theylookliketheyworthacouplefor

thousands.

Abigail:(laughs)I'mgladyoulovethem.Actually

thosewereanofferingfrommyartists.AfterItold

themwe'removingoutandmysonwillbetheone

totakeovertheplacetheycouldn'tleavetheirold

homeemptysotheydidthoseforhimforhimto

pickupreallyfasttofindbuyers.

Sagi:Wow-Ican'tthankthemenoughthisis

amazing.It'llmeanalottohim.Abigailthankyou

fornotturningyourbackonourboyevenafter

movingonwithyourlife.Andfornottossingus

asideholdingyourfuturewithyourhusbandinyour

hand.

Abigail:Sagiyou'llalwaysbemysisterandyour

kidsaremine.Kagisowillalwaysbemysontoono



matterhowfarIgofromhim,nomatteratwhat

corneroftheearthiam.That'swhyidecidednot

tosellthebuildingtoBreezewhenhewantedtobuy

itforhimandjustlethimhaveitthenIgotanew

one.Thebuildingisagiftfromanartlovingmother

.Youguyswillalwaysbemyfamilythoughsince

I'msomeoneelse'swifeIhavetomaintain

boundaries.

Sagi:WithBreeze?Igetit.Ialsowouldn'tlikeitif

Breezekeptongoingbacktoyou,notthatIhavea

problem-(clenchedteeth)butIdo.Hopethatdidn't

soundselfish.Ihavetoopenupandtalkaboutmy

feelings.

Abigail:(smiling)itsohkIgetit.Butmendonthave

togetbetweenusgirls,right?Wegattabetherefor

eachother.

Sagi:Right...

Theylaughedasshewalkedoutandlockedthe

doorsheadingtothecar.



Sagi:Soareyouguyscoming?

Abigail:Wewouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

Sagi:WellI'mgladtohearthat.Talksoon

Abigail:Bye.

Shehangupgettinginthecarandconnectedthe

phoneshuttingthedoordrivingoutcallingatthe

Sanatorium.

Attheclub.

Breezesignedacoupleofpaperworksandgave

themtothemanagerasthekidsplayedwiththeir

toysonthefluffymath.

Manager:Cantbelieveeversincetheywereborn

thisisforthefirsttimeImeetthem.Theyarejust

likeyouman.



Breeze:Thanks.LookI'lltalktothesuppliersto

uprisethestuffsothatwe'llbeabletoraisetheclub

backtoitsfeetagain.Peoplewhocomeherecome

todance,togetdrunkandtohavefun.Wecant

affordtoberunningoutofbooze.Andpleasetalk-

noI'lltalktothem...

Manager:OhandIforgottotellyouthatwehada

problemthesystemfunctionsoItooksomeofthe

moneylastweekandsorteditout.

Breeze:Howmuchwasit?

Manager:5k

Breeze:5kforasystemfunction?

Manager:Apparantly.Youcanlookatthebooks

andyou'llseeforyourselfandthebackstatements

too.

Breeze:Ooh-k..anythingelse.

Manager:Yeah-Welostoneofourworkers,a

waitress.Shedecidedtoquiteandgobackschool.

Andtheyallwantedtofindoutifitwaspossiblefor

theclubtoprovidethemwithpro-ratapayment?



Breeze:Really?

Manager:Yeah..ImeanIgetthem.Theyare

workingatahighriskenvironment.Sotheyasked

metoaskyouasthebosstoprovidethemwithpro-

ratapaymentifincasetheycouldn'tworkfulltime

ofmaybethreemonthsifsomethingoccurstothem

fortheirfamilies.Quitereasonableifyouaskme.

Breeze:(laughs)YoumeanaCompensationFund?

YeahIcandothat.Yeah..sure.Imeantheyrisk

theirliveseverydayworkingtheirbuttsouttomake

thisclubwhatitistodaysowhynot?I'llsignallof

you.

Manager:Thatone.Youdorealizethatthiswill

assessyouannuallyandinvoiceyouaccordingto

yourtotalwagebillandaccordingtothelevelofrisk

oftheenvironment,industrytheoneinwhichyou

operate?

Breeze:Areyoutryingtogivemealegaladvice?

Courseifyouare-IthinkI'llratherletmylawyerdo

that.

Manager:Justsaying.Lastly-Iknowit'stoo



suddentoaskaboutthisbutwhataboutOdirile's

shares?

Breezedroppedthepenandfoldedhishandsonthe

tablelookingathim.

Breeze:WhataboutOdirile'sshares?

Manager:(clearsthroat)uhm..wantedtoknow

whatwillhappentothem?Aretheybe-

Breeze:WellSam,it'sinmydeepestcondolences

thatI'llhavetokillthatsensationgrowinginsideof

youtogetyourhandsonOdirile'sshares.Well

sinceOdirileandIweretheonlyoneswiththe

sharesinthisbusiness,Iwonthavetofightforshit

courseinbusiness(sarcastic)Friend,whena

shareholderdies-theshareholderssharespassto

hisestateorhisheirs.Unfortunatelyhedidn'thave

anykidssointhiscasehissharesarehissister's

now.Ohk?Isthatclear?

Sam:Yesssir,Iwasonlyasking.



Breeze:AndIwasonlysayingthatasabrotherand

amajorshareholder.(Gavehimthepapers)Here..

yourdoingagreatjob.SorryIhadtodisappoint

youlikethat.Haveaniceday.

Hestoodupandcarriedthekidsthentheyall

walkedout.

Sam:Heardyougot4kids,isittrue?

Breeze:Yeah...

Sam:Howoldisyourfirstborn?

Breeze:Probablyyourage...(walksoff)

Sam:Sendmygreetingstotheladyofthehouse.

Wemissher.

Heturnedaroundwalkinginreversewithaserious

facewhenSam'sthroatdriedandhefixedhiseye

glassesturningtothebarclearinghisthroatthen

Breezeturnedwalkingoutthedoor.



Bartender:(laughs)Youjustcantkeepyourmouth

shutcanyou?

Sam:(sarcastic)Youjustcantkeepyourmouth

shutcanyou?

Hepulledthepaperworkroughlywalkingupthe

stairstotheMalestripper'splatformleavingthe

bartenderlaughing.

AttheLyonsMansion.

Janesatonthemathplayingwithhersonandshe

couldtellhowboredhewascoursehedidn'twant

anythingandkeptpushingitbacktoher.She

stoodupandwenttomakehimfoodandabottleof

milkthencamebacktofeedhimbuthewouldn'teat

.



Jane:Airkeng?

Air:...

Jane:Pleaseonespoonbaby..here..

Helookedawaywithalongfacethenlookedather

andshecouldalmostseehisfatheronhim.She

sighedpackinghistoysandtookherphoneonthe

couchdialingBreezeonfacetime.Hepickedinhis

carasthekidsmadenoiseintheback.

Jane:Hii.

Breeze:Hey..What'sup?

Jane:Airwantsnothingtodowithme.

Breeze:Excuseyou?

Jane:Thisisn'taboutme.WhatyouandIhadisin

thepast,thisisaboutAir.Roseistheonethat

usuallyhelpsmewithhimbuttodayshe'snothome

,Idon'tknowwheresheisandtodayI'mworking

nightshift.



Breeze:Ohk..

Jane:'ohkI'msendingsomeonetopickhim'or

'ohkI'lllookforRose'whichoneisit?

Breeze:Stopbeingextrathat'smysonandI'llcome

gethimmyself.Youseemtobecaringalotmore

aboutyourworkthisdaysthatyouevenforgethow

totreatyourson.AnywaychillI'monmyway.5

mins.

Jane:Thanks.

ShecalledDineotopreparehisbagandwithin10

minsBreezeparkedoutsideandshewentout

carryinghimwithhisbag.

Jane:Thanksagain.

Breeze:...

Hetookhissonandthat'swhenhestartedsmiling

bucklinghimonhisseatwithhissiblingsand



closedthedoortakinghisbag.

Breeze:Bye.

Jane:bye.

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoffandshewalkedback

insidetoprepareforwork.

AtBreezeshouse.

BreezeandSagimetatthegateheadtoheadwith

theircarsandhesmiledreversingabitandshe

smiledtoodrivinginthenhefollowedparkingnext

toher.

Shegotoutandwenttoopenthedoorforthekids

whenshesawAir.ShelookedatBreezethesmiled

takingAirandEnzofromtheirseats.



Sagi:Mommiesbabies!

Them:Mommy!

Sagi:Oneandonlysweethearts!

Them:Mommy!

Shelaughedknowingthey'lljustcallherasBreeze

tookMeloandAirsbackclosingthedoor.

Sagi:Didyougogethimyourself?

Breeze:Yeah..

Sagi:

Breeze:(laughs)youneedtorelaxbaby-nothing

happenedandneverwill.Iassureyou.

Sagi:Fine...Ijustdon'tfeelcomfortablewhenyou

hothere,that'swhyIprefersomeonegetshimorI

do.

Breezelookedatherandchuckledastheywalked



inthehouseheadingupstairstotheirplayroom.

Afterrefreshingtheywalkedouthandinhand

headingforatherapysession.

AtJail.

Later.

Hewalkeddownthehallwayinhislongleather

jacketandleatherpantswithcowboybootsanda

cowboyhaton.Heworeacrossnecklaceanda

blackshirtwithacowboyband.Tohowandwhen

didhegettheexpensivenecklacenooneknew

exceptforhim.Hewenttothetableandthepolice

officergavehimhisstuffinabrownpaperbagas

hestoodbyholdinghiswaistband.

Him:Youguysstillhavethisaftersolong?I'm

suremycreditcardsareexpiredandshit.

Policeofficer:Theyarebutyoucanstillrenew



them.You'llgetallyourmoneyifthegovernment

hasn'ttakenitalongwithyourstupidoneroom.

Goodbye.

Him:(scoffs)Hhm!Arethiscamerasworking?

Police:Whatdoyouexpect?Thisisyourhome,

youofallpeopleshouldknowtheyareworking.

Why?

Him:BecauseIdidn'tlikethewayyoutalkedtome

soiwantedtopullyouunderneaththisfenceright

whereyoupassedthispaperbagwithyourtieand

shovemytwofingersinyourfuckeneyes.Count

yourselfluckyman..lordhavemercy.Hallelujah..

Hetookthepaperbaglookingatthecamera

throwingamiddlefingerandwalkedoutpushing

everyonehemeetsaside.Hewalkedtothedustbin

takingouthisoldphone,walletandcarkeyswith

his4skulringsthensmiledrevealinghisgoldteeth.

Hethrewthepaperbaginsideandworehisrings

walkingawayputtingeverythinginthepockets.

Oncehewasoutofthegateheturnedlookingatthe



officerswatchingfromthetopatthegate.

Him:HeyMartin!Poul!

Theylookedathimandheraisedhismiddlefingers

smilinglikearaturdwithhistongueout.

Poul:Isheohk?

Martin:Hesalwaysbeencrazy.

Poul:Damnhelookslikethejokerwithoutmakeup.

Martin:Iknowright.He'sbehaviortoo.(Tohim)

Fuckyoutoo!

Helaughedstupidlyandirritatinglywalkingaway

throwingpeacesign'sbeforejumpingclappinghis

legswhistlingaseveryonelookedathimwalkoff

withhishandsinthepockets.



AtBreezeshouse.

Around10pm.

BreezeandDitebogolookedatthetimeonthe

phonesittingonthehighchairslaughingasthe

ladieswentupanddowncoverdinfourwithaprons

onplayingAKitchenMastergame.

Ditebogo:10,9,8,7

Rose:Ohmygawd...!

Breeze:321

Both:0..

Breeze:Timeisup!Babyyourcheating!

Sagi:itwasjustasimplestrawberryon!

Ditebogo:(laughs)Yournotsupposedtodothat!

Whenthetimeisup,youcompletelystop

everything.



Sagi:(smiling)Comeon..justonetinylittle

strawberry.

Rose:(laughs)Youcheatedauntystill..butitsohk.

TheheldhandsasBreezetooktheplatesandwent

backtositnexttoDitebogotastingSagisdishfirst.

Theylookedateachothersmilingthenbackather

beforepullingRose'sandtasteitthenputtheforks

down.Itwasatoughonetodecide.

Breeze:Idontknow.

Ditebogo:Iknow..Sisyourdishisalittlebitpre-

cooked.Ithinkitsbecouseyourputitintheoven

with9minsleftaftermixingsomanyingredients.

Otherwisetheflavorsaregoodbutwould'vehititif

itwasfullycooked.Roselladarlingyourstoowas

goodthoughitmissedalittlebitofflavour.ButIdo

likebothyourpresentationevenifsischeated.

Sagi:Ididn't-(poute)Justastrawberry...rightlove?

Breeze:(laughs)Nononodonttrytosmoothtalk



me.Youdidcheatandyourtryingtocheatby

sweattalkingme.

Sagi:(laugh)NoI'mnot!

Shethrewhimwithahandfulofflourlaughingand

thegirlslaughedathimandhestoodupfromthe

chairdustinghimselflaughing.

Breeze:(laughs)youare!

Sagi:(laughs)Yoursupposedtobemyhusband

andagreewithme!

Breeze:(laughs)Ialsohavetobehonest!

Sagi:(laughs)Youstabber!

Shethrewhimwithmorebutheshieldedwith

Ditebogoanditlandedonherasshewasstill

laughing.Shequicklyleanedovertakingbothfull

handsandthrewatthemboththensuddenlyit

turnedintoaflourfight.



Theyallstoppedatthesoundofadoorbellall

coverdwithfloorlookinglikethey'vebeendippedin

acement.Theyturnedbacktoeachotherand

laughedatoneanotherunawarethattheyalllooked

funnybutstoppedasthebellrangagain.

Breeze:I'llgocheck.

Hesneezeddustinghisfaceandopenedthedoor

stillallsmileylookingatthemenincowboyclothes

facingaway.

Breeze:CanIhelpyou.

Heturnedstillwithhishandsonthewaistand

raisedhisheadwithasmirk.Breeze'sheart

suddenlypoundedlookingathimfeelinghisheart

pumpbeyondubnormalasitshould.Hiswhole

bodywasshakingfeelinghischesttightenasthe

heartbeatevenfasteronthechestreadytocrack



it'swayout.

Him:Hellobrother.
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[08/02,14:06]Lynne :Chapter100.

AtBreezeshouse

Breeze:James.

James:Aren'tyouhappytoseeme?

Breeze:Didyouexpectawelcomehomepartyfrom



me?

James:ShouldIhave?

Breeze:Yourtheonestandingonmydoorstep

askingifI'mhappytoseeyou,youtellme.

Jame:I'lladmit,(raisedhands)IguessIdid

expectadifferentwelcomethanasarcasticone.

DontknowifitshatredorwhatthatIsenseinyour

voicebutsomethingtellsmeyourscared.Dontbe.

I'mhereundergoodintentions.

Breeze:Whyhereoutoffalltheplacesyoucould

havegonetoo?

James:Becauseyourmybrother.

Breeze:Iwasn'tIyourbrotherwhenyoutriedtokill

me?

Jameslookedathimashismemoryunburiedevery

lastmomentoftortureheenduredpayingforthe

damagehe'sdone.Heturnedaroundrubbinghislip

andBreezesteppedoutclosingthedoordusting

himself.



James:Ipayedforthat.

Breeze:ifitwasyou,wouldyouthinkitwas

enough?

James:...

Breeze:I'mmeanseriouslyyou-yourselfJames

Lyonwouldyouthinkthatsomeonethattriedtokill

youandwenttojailforitwouldhavehadenough?

James:Doyouhavetoturntablesrightnow

brother?Thisissupposedtobeafamilyreunion.

Breeze:WelloverthetimeIlearntthatit'snotreally

theLyonfamilyreunionwithoutafightofsomesort.

Sotellmebrother.

James:Ihadtodealwithalotofthingsinthere

andincludingbastardjudgesandnowyour-

Breeze:Getoutofmyyard-Ialreadygotmyanswer.

Hewalkedovertohimwithapityface.Heknew

thatthiswasn'tgoingtobepleasantbutthenhe



cantaffordtobethrownoutatnight.

James:Youcantthrowmeout.

Breeze:AndIalsocantletyouinmyhousewhere

mywifeandkidslive.Myfamily!

James:Iamfamily!

Breeze:Youmadesurethatyouhadnospacein

myupcominglifetoomanyyearsagoJames.

Leave.

James:Breezecomeonman-I'msorry...Iknow

it'snotenoughbutthenImeanit.Ihavealways

beensincethedayofthefire.ThedaysIspentin

jailwonderingifitcouldhavebeenpossibleyou

survived.I'msososorrylittleman.

Breeze:Itstoolateforthatdontyouthink!

James:Noit'snot.Iknowthatdeepdownmylittle

manisstillintherebehindthisonestandingbefore

meIcanhardlyrecognizeandhasalreadyforgiven

me.Iknowit'snottoolate.IknowthatI'vemissed

alotinyourgrowingbutthenonethingIknowis



youramasterofforgivenessandIhopeoneday

eveninyearstocomeyou'llforgiveme.

Breeze:Wellifthat'ssolittleyouknowaboutme

thenfine-yourforgivennowcouldyouplease...!

James:Breezeplease..Ihavenowhereelsetogo.

YourmyonlyoptionandtheonlyfamilyIhaveleft

.(teary)I'mscaredtogoatuncleshouse.Breezei

havenothing.Icouldhavegonetomyhousebut

thenIdontknowifit'sstillthere.Mycardsare

expired.I'mhungryandhavebeenwalkingfora

whiletryingtogettoyou.OutofallpeopleIwent

straighttoyou.Pleasebrother-evenifit'sone

night-onenightwithyouIswearIwontbotheryou.

I'llleavetomorrowandneverturnmyheadback.I

wontharmyourfamily.Ihavenothingonmyback

I'mclean.Pleasebrother,I'mbeggingyou...

ThedoorslidopenandSagusteppedoutdusting

herhairandfrownedlookingatJames.James

turnedlookingatherandwipedhistearquicklyand

smiled.



James:Gladtoseeyourstillonthefamilytree.

Sagi:James?Iguess

James:Intheflashbaby.

Breeze:Howdidyouknowabouther?

James:I'manancestor,it'snotthathardtokeep

upwiththeoutsideworld.Howareyou?

Sagi:IdontknowifIshouldbeterrifiedorstay

surprised.Youralotdifferentinpersonthanonthe

pictures.

James:Sohestillhasmypictures?

Breeze:onlytoremindmyselfthattheresmoreto

lifethanasociopathbrother.ThatIhavemoreto

bethankfulforthantolookbackatthepast.

James:SomeansI'myourmotivatorofsomesort

(smiling)I'msatisfied.(Holdschest)onething

thoughbrother,I'mnotasociopath-justforever

happy.

Breeze:Thengobehappyelsewherecourseyour



notwelcomehere!Dontyoueverstepyourfootin

myyardandifIeverseeyounearbyI'llripyou

apart.

HepulledSagishandwalkinginandshutthedoor

ashestoodby.Hisheartmeltedlookingatthedoor

whenhesawraindropsonhisjacket.Hiseyes

welleduplookingupandturnedlookingatthegate.

Therewasnowayhe'sleavinguntilheearnsthat

forgivenessandbesides,wherewillhego?Hesat

onthestoepasitstartedrainingbytvhedidn'tmove

untilthundersstarted.Helookedathisringthen

tookouthiswallettakingoutapicturelookingatit

underthelightsofthethunders.

Inside.

SagilookedatBreezetakeoffhisshirtwhilethe

girlswenttheirdifferentwaysandtheygotintheir

bedroom.Hethrewtheshirtonthebedandwentto

takeashowerleavinghersittingonthebeddeepin

thoughts.Afterawhilehewalkedoverstanding



infrontofhersmellingfresh.

Breeze:What'srunninginthatlittlerockheadof

yours?

Sagi:(smiling)youdontwanttoknowthat,trustme.

Shestoodupheadingtotheshowerwhenhepulled

herbyherhandspinningherandthrewheronthe

bedthengotontopofher.

Breeze:Whatisit?

Sagi:Ineedtobath.

Breeze:Tellmefirst?Iknowsomethingisnot

sittingwellwithyou.

Sagi:Doyoureallywanttoknow?

Breeze:Yeah..

Hemovedoffandlayednexttoherandtheyfaced



theceiling.

Sagi:NotthatI'mmiddlinginyourfamilydrama

thatIwasn'teventherewhenitstartedbuthe'sstill

yourbrother.Iknowwhathedidishighlyuncalled

forandunforgettablebuttheywayyouhandledit

justdoesn'talsodoanygood.

Breeze:Whatareyousaying?

Sagi:Thatweallhaveroughpatchesinourlives.

Somemaybelikeextremebutsomecanbe

resolved.Babeyougotthesecondchanceto

familytheleastyoucoulddoistakeashotatitnot

toletittakeashotatyou.Dontletyourpastwith

Jamesdetermineyourfuture.He'sheretogethelp

fromyoucourseifnotfromyouthenwherewillhe

getit?Yourthefirstpersonhethoughtofwhenhe

gotoutthatshouldcountathowsorryheis.

Breeze:Areyoucoveringforhim?Sagiyoudon't

evenknowthisguy!

Sagi:Yeahyourright,Idon't-butyoudo.Better

thananyonecourseyourhisyourbloodandhe



needsyou.Isthishowyouwantourkidstogrow

uplike,toturntheirbacksoneachotherin

desperateneed?Babyweretryingtogrowafamily

here,notdestroyit.Wehavetogathereverypiece

ofituntilwereoneunbreakablefamily.

Breeze:...

Sagi:AndIrealizedyouadoptedJack'swordsand

lettheminfluenceyou-howdoyouthinkhefeels

accordingtoyourexperienceofthesamewords?

Beingtoldwheretogetout.

Breeze:Thisisdifferent.Sagithatmantriedtokill

me,hepouredpatrolonmewhenIwasstillyoung

andsetfireonthehousetryingtoburnmealive.

Hedeservessomethingfarmoremercilessthan

beingchasedout.Thisiseventhekindestthinghe

everwillgetfromme.

Sagi:Dontforgetthathisstillyourbrother.Iwont

trytofixthingsbetweenthetwoofyouunlessif

youdo.YouonestriedtomakepeacewithJack,

whatstopsyoufromdoingthesamethingwithhim?

Breeze:Heisastonecoldheartedman.Icantlet



himanywhereyouoranyoneelseIcareabout.

Sagi:Youdorealizeicantakecareifmyselfright?

Breeze:(stands)Fine,thenI'mnotlettinghimnear

mykids.

Hewalkedtohisclosetandshegotofftakingofher

clothes.

Sagi:Givinghimasecondchancewouldn'thurt

youknow.AllI'msayingisthatI'mtiredofthe

foreverlastingdramaofthisfamily.Wefight

always.Doesn'titannoyyou.Kagisowillbebackin

aweekandwiththelittletimewehaveweshould

bebringingthefamilytogetherandholdhandsso

thatwewontbeendangeringhislifemorefurther.

He'sthebestthingthat'severhappeningtoallofus

andtheleastwecoulddoisshowappreciationby

puttingspearsdownandsortoutourdifferences,

stopfighting.Hismothermightnotsayalotcourse

shebelievesinhersonanddoesn'twanttoruinhis

happinessbutmeasamotherIunderstandher



pain.Thatwomanisinalotofpainandjustlikehis

sonshemanagestohideitandnooneseesthat.

He'syourbrotherBreeze.Tryfindingitinyourheart

togivehimasecondchanceandlethimproveyou

wrong.It'snotalwayssupposedtobeafightor

punishmentthathastoopenupourwayofpeace

andforgiveness

Shewalkedoutofhisclosetandwenttotheshower

leavinghimstandinginthemiddleofthecloset.He

turnedaroundandputonhistracksuitsthenwalked

outpickinghiscarkeysheadingdownstairs.He

shookhisheadopeningthedoortoathunderand

Jamessittingonthestoep.

Breeze:Thoughtyoudbegonebynow.

James:ThoughtItoldyouIneedyou.

Breeze:Comein.

Hequicklyputthepictureinhispocketandstood



upwalkingoverbutBreezestoodonthedoorway.

Breeze:TryanythingnastyIswearbrother-I'll

neverforgivemyselftowhatI'ddotoyou.

James:Again,I'mnotheretoruinyourlife.IfIdo,

killmewithouthesitation.

Hemovedasideandlethimwalkintakingoffhis

wetjacketandshoesputtingthembythedoor.

Breezelookedathimandledthewayheadingtoa

spareroompassingbyKagiso's.Jamestookfew

stepsbackandpeakedoverlookingatthesleepers

besidesthebedandthepictureontheheadboard.

James:Doyouguyshavesomeoneelsehere?

Breeze:Alotofpeoplestayhere.

James:AMale?

Breeze:Getoffthatdoorandgetinhere.That

roombelongstosomeoneyourswillbethisone.



James:(walkingover)thoughttheresnothing

wronginaskingbutohk...

Hewalkedintheroomlookingaroundandsmiled

walkingtotheinsuitthenwentbacktostandinfront

ofthemirrorlookingathisbeardthenbackat

Breeze.

Breeze:Youdefinitelyshouldcleanup.

James:Iknow.Shewasalotmorespecificabout

thatsayingIlookdifferent.

Breeze:Shemeantthatyouaged.

James:Idontagebrother.

Breeze:(sarcastic)yeahright...

HeturnedwalkingoutandJamestookoffhis

clothesgoingtotheinsuitstandingbythemirror.

HeneededtocutoffhishairandbeardcourseWow!

Afterawhilehewalkedoutfeelingfreshwitha



towelaroundhiswaistjustasBreezewalkedin

holdingcleanclothesandthrewthemonthebed

lookingathimputtinghishandsinthepockets.

James:I'llnevergetusedtothatpositionbut

thanksforlettingmeinyourhome.

Breeze:Dontgettoocomfy,I'monlydoingthisout

ofthegoodnessofherheartifitwasme-youdstill

beoutthere.Shebelievesthatyouhaveitinyou

andthatyoureallydeserveachance,pleasedon't

proveherwrong.

James:ThenIguessIshouldbethankfultohave

herasmysisterinlaw.Whathappenedtothat

otherone?Theallindependentwomanalwaysin

suits?

Breeze:She'smarried.

James:DidnotseethatonecomingsoIwontask

anyfurther.Thanksfortheclothes.

Breeze:whatever-goodnight.

James:goodnight.



Hewalkedoutandhesighedputtingontheboxer

standinginfrontofthemirror.Atleasthestillfitted.

Hefoldedtheclothesnicelyandpackedtheminthe

couchthenwentonhiskneespraying.Afterawhile

hegotupandgotinbedwithasmileonhisface

hopingtocontinuetheirconversationtomorrow.

InBreezesroom.

Breezetookoffhisclothesandworepjsthengotin

nexttoSagiwhowasreadingacookbook.He

sighedtakingitfromherpinninghislipsonhers

sinkinginwithherasshecubedhisface.Hewent

downkissingherneckasshesmiled.

Sagi:Wasn'tthatbadright?

Breeze:Wasn'tbutweshouldn'tbetooignorant

let'sjustholdourbreaths.

Sagi:Itsgoodthatatleastyoudidn'tlethimsleep



outwhenhecanhavea-

Breeze:Shhh...enoughaboutJamesforthenight,

letmetakecareofyounow.

Hewinkedatherbeforepullinghernightdressup

leavingwetkissesslowlytoherbellybuttonthento

herabdomenashishandspulledoutherpanties.

Sheheldherbreathasheslowlyseparatedherlegs

andlookedatherbeforeworkinghismagiconher

whenshegaspedraisingherlowerbackmoaning.

Thefeelingwastoogoodsheheldhisheaddeep

mauninghisnamefeelingherbodytravelto

distancesandherheadclearing.

Thenextday.

Jamesgotoutofhisroomrubbingthedownonhis

faceandhands.Itfeltgoodtobeabletotakea

showernowandthenwhenyoulikeunlikeinjail.He

stoppedbyKagiso'sroomandstoodbythedoor



staringatthepicturethoughitwasn'tclearfrom

wherehewasstandingbuthecouldtellit'saboy.

Someoneclearedtheirthroatbehindhimandhe

calmlyturnedlookingatRosella.

James:hii.

Rose:morning,I'msenttocomecheckyou.

Breakfastisreadydownstairs.

James:oh...thanks.Uhm..who'sroomisthis?

Rose:Uncle'sson.

James:oh...

Hewalkeddownstairswithherandwenttosit

aroundthetablelookingatthemouthwatering

breakfast.

James:Goodmorning.

All:Goodmorning..



James:howareyou?

All:Fine/good

James:samehere

TheyservedtheirfoodoversilenceandJames

realisedhowawkwarditwasaroundthetableand

puthisforkdownfoldinghishandsonthetable

lookingatthem.

James:ohk..Iguesstheawkwardnesswe'reall

feelingitsbecouseIjoinedin.I'mJamesLyon.

Theelderbrother.

Rose:(gasped)What?!

Ditebogo:Areyoukidding?

James:Nop.

Ditebogo:(shocked)AsinlikeAKAthee1stLyon

boomboomsetfireonhisbrotherthenwingring

thepolice?OhmyGod!We'rescrewedright?

Breeze:Ihopenot.



James:Notreally.I'mnothereunderbad

intentions.I'mjustheretoreconnectwithmy

brotherwhombythewayseemsnottobe

interested.

Breeze:IfIwasn'tIwouldhaveletyoudieinthe

coldlastnight.

James:allthankstohercourseyouwouldn'thave

letmein,butanywaythankstoyoutoobrotherfor

fittingmeininsidethatstoneheartofyours.

Breeze:(rolledeyes)

James:Soareyougoingtotellmeyournames

thoughyouseemfamiliarinmyeyes?

Rose:RosellaLyon.Yourpartnerincrime's

daughter.

James:Didnotseethatonecoming.Butohkmy

partnerincrimesdaughter,nicetofinallymeetyou

thoughwearegoingtohavetoworkonthatlittle

stinkyattitudeofyours.Idontlikeit.Dontworry

wegotallthetimeintheworld,luckilyIhappento

bepatientsowe'lldealwithitcourseclearlyJack

failedasafatherlikeIfailedasabrother.You?



Ditebogo:I'msureyouknowme,Odirile'syoung

sister?

James:Tebogo?

Ditebogo:Ditebogo.

James:DamnstraightIknowyou.Youwerelike3

thelasttimeIsawyouifI'mnotmistaken.Youdo

looklikehiminafemalefigureandyougothis

attitudetoo.Whereishebytheway?

Theyallclearedtheirthroatsdrinkingtheirdrinksas

twonanieswalkeddownstairscarryingthekids.

Jameslookedatthemastheyputthemonthebaby

highchairsnexttoSagiandBreezeandpickedan

applestillstaringatthem.

James:Arethismynieceandnephew?Whatare

theirnames?

Breeze:Ithoughtitwasn'tthathardtokeepupwith

theoutsideworld.

James:Isaiditwasn'tthathardnotthatitwas



simple.So..

Sagi:ThisisAir,EnzokuhleandthisisMelokuhle

James:Andwho'stheotherkidmissing?Irealized

thereisaroomupstairsthatI'mnotallowedtoeven

lookintoonottoevenstandbythedoor,Icouldtell

thatitssomeonethatmeansalot.

Breeze:Thenwhyareyouevenaskingwhenyou

alreadyknowitbelongstosomeonethatmeansa

lot?

Jameslookedathimandsighedputtinghishands

togetherlookingatRose.

James:pleasethedaughterofmypartnerincrime

tellyoursobelovedunclethatI'msorryandIdont

knowhowlongitsgonnatakeforhimtogetitbut

likeisaid,I'mpatient.Pleasetellhimtoforgiveme

andjustletmeprovemyselftobebetter.Secondly

pleaseuseyourwisewordsamancouldusetotell

himthatI'mnotheretodestroyanythingthathe's



built.Thirdly?Idontknow-there'snothirdbutI'm

sureIt'llbethereastimegoesbyonlyifheforgives

meandgivesmeasecondchance.

Breezelookedathimbeforestandingwalkingaway

whenEnzocriedforhim.Hewalkedbackand

pickedhimfromhisseatthenwentoutwithhim

Sagi:Youcan'texpecthimtojustopenhisarmsfor

you.

James:AndI'mnot,notsureifheeverwill.

Ditebogo:(low)hopehedoesn't.

Jamesturnedhisheadlookingatherbutshe

pretendedlikeshedidn'tsayanythingand

continuedeating.Aftertheyhadbreakfast-they

clearedthetableandDitebogowentupstairsto

nurseherbabywhiletheyremainedinthekitchen.



James:CanIpleasehelpwiththat?

Sagi:Noitsohk,Icandothemdon'tworry.

James:soIshouldsitdownandfoldmylegs?Noo

..IthinkI'lljustwipethedisheswhenyourdone

washingthem.

Rose:Ohk..I'llseeyouguystomorrow-igottogo.

James:WhydontyouwaitformeandI'll

accompanyyou?BesidesIneedatourit'sbeena

while.

Rose:Ohk..I'llgopackupAirsstuffsowecould

leave.

James:Isheyourchild?

Rose:No,mineisAiden,he'sathisfather's.Airis

mylittlebrother.

James:Oh..Atleastmyboysknowhowtoplant

theirseeds.Jackhasason!

Theybothturnedcontinuingwithwhattheirdoing

andRosewentoutleavingtheminthekitchenwhen



hefrownedlookingatSagiwashingthedisheswith

alongface.

James:So-he's-notJack'sson?Isn'tit?

Sagi:Nop..lookalothashappenedinthepast

yearsmeaningthechaptersofthisfamilyhave

beenwrittenandclosedsodonttrytoopenupold

woundswithinyour6hoursaroundalready.

James:Butineverystorythere'sasummaryand

knowingmyroots-inthisfamilytheresalways

anotherchaptertobetold.Offorgiveness-which

apparentlyyouguysareyettostepinto.(Pullsa

dishcloth)HowamIgoingtowalkwithyouguys

onthesamepaceifallofyoutellmeeverythingin

riddles.NotsolongIaskedaboutOdirileandy'all

ignoredme.Thenagainaboutthekidthat's

missingandstill.Nowit'sAir,thesamething.

Sagi:Maybeyoushouldstoptryingsohardtofitin

injustfewhourshere.



Shewipedherhandsandthrewtheclothonthe

counterheadingoutleavinghimstunned.He

swallowedandcontinuedwashingthedishesuntil

hewasdone.Hewalkedtothediningroomand

foundRosewithAir.

James:Shallwe...

Shestooduppickinghisbagandtheywentoutto

hercar.Hesawhislittlebrotherheadingbehindthe

housewhenthoughtscrossedhismindbut

eventuallywenttherefollowinghim.

James:Breezey..

Breeze:What?

James:I'mheadingouttoJack's.

Breeze:Good.Staythere.Myhouseisfull.

Jameslookedathimfeelinghisthroatcrackand



lookedawaylickinghislipsthenbackatthenicely

hittheywerebuilding.

James:Who'shouseisthat?

Breeze:Thoughtyouwereleaving.

AmomentpassedwithJamesnotknowingwhatto

saytohim.Hebithislipandputhishandsinthe

pockets.

James:Thanksforlettingmestayforthenight.I

didn'tdeservethat.IwashopingmaybeI'dstay

withyoutillIgetbackonmyfeetbutIwaswrong-I

needtobemyownman.Youdidenough,thanks.

HelookedatEnzowhowaslookingathimand

forcedapainfulsmilepitchinghissofthandbefore

turningaroundtoleavethenstopped.



James:Icanseemypresencesuffocatesyou

brother.I'msorrythatovertheyearsyoulivedwith

thefearandtraumabecauseofme.Ireallyam.

Butyoushouldknowthatbeingintherewasn'tany

easier.ItoldyouIpayedbutIguessitisn'tenough

andyoudontevencaretofindouthowwhichIalso

understand.Thatplaceishellinitsbeginning.I

facedalotmoreincludingyourimagehuntingme

allthetime.YoushouldknowthatIdidn'tdowhatI

didonpurposebutIwasunderaninfluenceof

anger.EversinceyouwerebornmeandJack

becamenothingintheeyesofourparents.We

suddenlyturnedintoblacksheeps.Youwerethe

favourite,takeneverywheretheygoandgiven

everythingyouwishedfor.IthurtsBreezebeingleft

out.Especiallywhenyourachild.OnedayJack

camerunningintomyroomandtoldmethathe

sawawillandwhenIwenttocheck,everything

wasunderyournameandnothingwasgoingtobe

leftforus.Thatdaywasthedaytheyweregoing

onagatheringatuncleshouse,soIwenttomy

friend'sandcriedtothemlittledidIknowwhenthey

meanttohelptheymeanttocutdad'sbreaks.Later



thatnightwhenIcamebackIandJackpuredpatrol

everywherethenwesetfire.

Hesniffedwipinghistearsandturnedlookingat

Breezewhowasfacingaway.

James:Ididn'tknowyouwereinthehousebrother.

IfIdidIwouldhavetakenyououtwithme.Iwas

usedtothemtakingyoueverywheretheygo.

(Sniffed)Wheniheardyouscreamfrominsidei

wantedtogetinbutthehousehadalreadycoughta

hugeflameicouldn'tcomegetyousoicalleddad

andtoldhimwhatidid.(Teary)BythenIdidn't

knowaboutthecarbreakssoasusualandoutof

fearhedrovewithhighspeedandwhenhestepped

onthebrakesthecarwouldn'tstopuntilhehita

truckbythebridgeandfellintothewater.Ieven

calledthepoliceandfirefighterstheseconddadcut

thecall.Ihandedmyselfoverandtookallthe

blamesoJackwontbeinjail.



Breeze'seyeswelledupwhenEnzowipedhiseyes

withhislittlesofthand.Jamesbithisliptryingto

gatherhimselfandlookedupatthesky.

James:Icouldn'tburyourparents.Iwasn't

allowedtocommunicatewithanyonenottoeven

askifyouwerefine.Iwasconsideredthemost

dangerousyoungsterinourcommunity.Everyone

hatedme.EveninjailtheyheardandIwasbeaten

nowandthennotforgettomentionIwasraped.

Twice.Andthat'swhenIlearnedtofightback

thoughIkepthearingyourscreamsinmyheadthat

I'devencryaloneatnightcourseIcouldn'tsleep.I

wentonformonthsuntilIwasgivensleepingpills

untilfewmonthsago.SoI'msorrybrother.I'm

reallysorryIallowedjealousyandpaintakecontrol

overme.SorryIallowedmygansterfriendstodeal

withmyissuesunknowinglywhichrobbedyouyour

happiness.I'msorry.Ipromisethisisthelasttime

youseeme,Iwontbotheryouanymorecoursenow

Icanseewhatalotofdamageonlyafamily

membercandothatIdid.Iksorrybrother.



Hetookouthisoldwalletandtookoutthesmall

picturehewaslookingatlastnight.Hewalkedover

tohimandgaveittoEnzothenstartedwalkingoff.

James:Keptthatwithme.Goodbyebrother.

Breezesighedlookingatthepicturehissonwas

playingwithandgentlytookitfromhimlookingat

hisparentsonit.
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AttheLyonsMansion.

TheysteppedoutofthecarasJamesstared

aroundseeingthechangesinthisyard.Helooked

atthehouseandhecouldtellitwasthesameone

thatwasmeanttobeBreezesbutthenJacktookit

tohimselfafterthefamilyfuedtheyhad.

Rose:Youlooksurprised...

James:No-I'mjustrecalling.Itwasn'tlikethisthe



lasttimeIsawit.

Rose:you'vebeengoneforalongwhile,alotof

thingshavechangeddontyouthink?

James:Iguess.

TheywalkedinthehouseandRoseledhimtothe

diningroomgoingcheckhermotherupstairs

findinghersleeping.ShewalkedoverandputAir

onherbackbeforeputtingthebagnexttothemand

foldedherhands.

Rose:Mom?

Jane:Hhmm

Rose:IknowthatAirismybrotherandthatuncle

BreezeisthefatherbutIthinknowyouroverdoing

it.

Jane:(yawning)What?GethimoffsothatIcansit

up.Whatareyousaying?

Rose:WhatI'msayingisthatyouoverworking



yourselfisn'tdoinganygoodtorebuildthefamily

bond.Youworkovertimedodgingyour

consequencesimsureyourperformanceatwork

hasdroppedcourseyouralwaystiredyetyoukeep

goingtowork.Airmissesyouandyougivinghim

tohisfatherisn'tdoinganygoodcourseyour

missingsomeexperiencesinhislife.

Jane:I'mnotoverworkingmyself.I'mjustdoing

myjobasadoctorwhichishelpingpeople.

Rose:Momyouhaveababy.Thehospitalsurely

knowsandunderstandsthat.Takingabreak

wouldn'thurtyouevenatinylittlebitandIcansee

yournotdoingthiscourseyoulikebutyourdoingit

justsoyoucouldavoidauntSagi.Tellyouwhat-

she'spastthat.She'smovedonandevenattended

sessionstoworkherselfup.Ifshecandothat,I

believeyoutoocan.Goseekforprofessionalhelp

coursethisisn'thelping.Nottous,nottoyou,notto

anyone.I'mheadingout.

Jane:Whereareyougoing?

Rose:I'mgoingtogetAiden.



Shewalkedtowardsthedoorandremembered

JamesthenturnedbacklookingathercarryingAir.

Rose:Ohandtheresomeonewho'sinneedofyour

helpdownstairs.

Jane:Isn'tabitearlyforguests?

Rose:notforthisonecoursehe'skindanotaguest.

Shewalkedawayandshegotoffpickingherson

andworehershoesheadingdownstairs.Herjoints

wentweaklookingatJamesstandingstaringather

withhishandsinthesweater.Hedidlookalotlike

hissiblingsonewouldn'tmissit.

Jane:James?

James:Jane..youlookpale.

Jane:andyoulookthesame.Wow-uhm..havea

sit.



James:Thanks..

Theysatdownandshecalledamaidtobringthem

juicethenshewalkedawayleavingthemtryingto

figureoutthelasttimetheyactuallysaweachother.

Jane:itsbeenawhile.Solong.Howareyou?

James:Notlongenough.I'mohkthoughIwishI

haddonesomethingintheretoincreasemy

sentenceevenfurthercourseouthereitsucks.

Jane:Jamesyoujustgotout-whywouldyouwish

forsomethinglikethat?

James:IguessInowrealizetomelifeiswaybetter

inprisonthantoliveandbesurroundedbythose

whoyouconsiderfamilybuttheydontviewyouas

oneofthem.Mylifewasalittlebiteasierinthere.

Jane:Beingsurroundedbymurdersandallthe

forbiddenkinds?

James:YeahatleastthenIdidn'thavetoworry

aboutanythingandfittedhoweveruntilhoursago



beingputinthemiddleoftwofractionsnotknowing

ifwhetherishouldmoveonorkeepforcingtobe

forgiven.IshouldbehappyI'mourJane-but

insteadI'mbeingpunishedevenmoreandeven

worsebymyownbrother.Butanyway-thoseare

myproblems.

Jane:(sigh)wellyournotalone.Ialsodid

somethingunforgivableJames,andIdoubtSagi

willevertrustmeorforgivemeeveragain.

James:...

Jane:thethingIdidkindatorethefamilyrightin

themiddlewhenitwasinaprocessofgettingfixed.

IruinedBreeze'smarriageandintheprocessI

ruinedmineandthat'swhyJackinjailaswespeak.

James:yeahIheardhe'sintherebutIdidn'tknow

thereason.Whatdidyoudo?

Jane:...

James:Ifwewantthistoworkasafamilywe

shouldatleastlearntocommunicate.Iwontjudge

besidesIwasn'teventherewhenithappened

anyway.Sowhatisit?



Jane:didtheytellyouwho'sthefather?Hisfather?

James:notheyallshutmeoffwhenIasked.

Jane:itsBreeze.BreezeandIlostourwayssome

timeagoandhadhimintheprocess.Thiscauseda

lotoffuedleadingtoadivorce,cheatinganddeath

etc.

James:Caretoelaborate..

Jane:BreezeandIcheatedandhiswivesfoundout

triggeringSagismentalconditionthenAbigailalso

wentoutofroad.Discovereditwasn'tjustamental

conditionbutaseriousone-Psychopathy.Abigail

cheatedtoooutofpainandangerpullingsomeone

innocentintotheLyondramawhobythewayJack

somehowarrangedtomarryourdaughterRose.

HisoldfriendJacob'ssonbythenameofMxolisi.

ThismadeSagigonutts.Whichmonthsbeforethe

weddingIrealizedIwaspregnantandtoldhim.As

timewentby-Ifeltdraggedtohimandwentthere

topokeSagiknowingherissueandshelostit

heatingmeandIsenthertoamentalprison.By

thenAbiagilwassentawaytogatherherselfandto



herreturnshewentblustandsuddenlyoutof

jealousyofRose'smarriagetoMxolisiandtohavea

childtooshefiledfordivorceandspilledthebeans

toJackthedayIwentintolabor.Thatdaythey

foughtandBreezealmostchokedthelifeoutof

JackbutthenJackfoundaeasywayaroundand

stabbedhimmakinghimspentdaysinthehospital.

Uhm...WithRoseshegotblindandtheonlyperson

capableofsavingherwasBreezessonwhomby

thewayJackkidnappedasleverageandalsosent

hispuppiestogogetSagifromprison.That'sthe

daywelostafamilymemberinanexplosionsaving

Breezessonfromthecrueltyofthisfamily.Odirile

died.

James:WhywouldhetakeSagi?

Jane:Hewasplanningonoperatingherillegally

anddonatethekidstosomefamiliesinneedofa

child.Otherthanthat-lifehasbeengoinggreat.

ActuallythiswholethingstartedthedayRoselost

herbestfriendNakedi.That'swheneverything

wentsouthforthisfamilycourseshedraggedher

with.



James:So-AirisBreeze'ssonandwhenadding

themalltogetherhehas4kids.Theninthe

processlostawifeandsomeoneclosetohimlikea

brother.Hehasamentallyillwifeandabitterbaby

mamawhileontheotherhandhehastonursehis

woundsoflossandchildhoodtraumaaddingwitha

responsibilitytotakecareofJack'sfamilysinceits

traditionaltodoso.Roselostabffandwas

exposedtothedarknessthenarrangedina

marriageasaresultwithherauntsside-niggaand

gotpregnantintheprocess.Gotblindandthe

rescuerwasBreeze'ssonwhomwasalmostkilled

byJacktryingtobarbecuehimbutinsteadhe

barbecuedthewrongpersonandthatthrewhimin

jail.Sagiwascheatedonandtriggeredbyboth

partnersandsenttoprisonbyabitterbabymama

whichledhertohertrapoflosingherkidsillegally.

Thathurts.AndJack'swasbeingplayedallalong

that'swhyhereactedinsuchamanner.Then

theresyou-Youtriedattachingstringsthataren't

meanttoandgotapanelbeatingoutofjealousy.

Wow...alothashappenedindeed.Thispeopleare

surelyinpainbesidesyou.DidIforgettomention



one?Youhaven'ttoldmethenameoftheson.

Jane:HisnameisKagiso.He'sthechosenoneof

thisfamilywhoboundsustogetherevennow

courseifitwasn'tforhimBreezewouldhavegone

tohisoldwaysofgangsterism.Sagiwouldhave

killedhimactuallyallofusifitwasn'tforhim

crossinghermind.Rosewouldstillbeblindor

worseshe'swould'vekilledherbaby.Iwouldstill

remainevenmorebitterandJackwouldbedeadby

now.Abigailwouldbe-Idontknow.Butatleast

onegoodwouldcomeoutofit,Odirilewouldstillbe

alive.

JamespickedhisglasslookingatherkissAirs

foreheadandplaywithhishand.

Jane:I'dbelongdeadwiththislittlebeautifulsoul

inmyarmsrightnow.That'swhat'sbeen

happeningayearago.

James:SowhereisBreeze'sson?



Jane:Hesinitiating.He'sgifted.

James:Oh..that'sgood.Woo..wow.

Jane:yeah..wow.

Heputthedrinkdowntryingtoprocessthewhole

thingandhecouldn'tbemoreproudthatevenafter

thewholedramatheystillmanagetoholdhands.

Thisshowsthatit'sonlyamatteroftimetillthey

getbacktogetherasone.Eventhoughitwasn't

clearhestillwasproud.

James:SoasyouknowIdidsomehorriblethingto

yourbabydaddy-I'mhomeless.

Jane:Noyournot-(smiling)thiswasonceyour

homeandwillalwaysbe.Youcanstayhereforas

longasyouwant.

James:(smiling)Thanksalot.Andonelastthing-

canyouhelpmewithjobhunting,evenifits

cleaningtoiletsorwhateverjusttogetbusyand

earnsomethingofmyown.Please



Jane:Yourbrotherownsaclubwhydontyouask

himtohelp?

James:himandIdon'tseeeyetoeye-atleastnot

now.

Jane:ohk...letmegetmykeysandlet'sgosortout

yourlife.It'stheleastIcandoafterthewhole

about"me"thingIcreatedinthisfamily.

James:youdon'thavetopampermeIcandothat

myself.

Jane:I'mboredsoitsbestIspentmytimeon

somethingworthitthanruininglives.

AtMxolisi'shouse.

Rosepressedthedoorbellandsteppedbackasthe

doorunlockedthenAbigailsteppedoutcoveredin

icecream.

Rose:Ishouldn'taskshouldI?



Abigail:Pleasedont.

Theylaughedandshesteppedasidelettingherin

findingMxolisitakingpicturesofhimwhileheate

theicecreamcoverdwithitonhisfacelaughing.

ShesmiledseatingonthecouchandAbigail

broughtheraglassofjuice.

Rose:(smiling)Mxolisidowanttokillmykidwith

sweatstuff?

Mxolisi:HecriedforitwhatwouldIhavedone.I

toldhimthathewontluckanythingaslongas

daddyisaliveandwell.

Rose:He'sachildhedidn'tevengetthatpromise

pleaselimitthesweats.Auntieplease..

Abigail:WhenItalkit'sasifI'm-I'm-imnotheard.

Sheputherhandonhermouthandranofftothe

bathroomquicklyshovingherheadintothetoilet

throwingup.Rosestoodupinahurryfromthe



chairandfollowedherfindinghervomitingthen

slowlyrubbedherbackasMxolisistoodbycarrying

Aiden.

Mxolisi:Babyareyouohk?

Rose:hasshebeenthrowinguprecently?

Mxolisi:Yeah,she'dsayshefeelnauseaandrun

offtovomit.Thisisgettingseriousandshedoesn't

wanttogotoforacheckup.

Rose:Nausea?

Abigail:(gasped)yep..

Shegotupandwenttorinsehermouththen

washedherfacelookingatherselfonthemirror

withRosestandingbywithasmirkon.

Abigail:What?

Rose:Isn'tthiswhatyou'vebeenprayingfor?



Abigail:Prayingforwhat?

Rose:(smiling)Yourpregnant.

Abigail:Icantconceive,Imadepeacewiththat.

Thisisjustaregularsicknessit'llpass.

Rose:WellGodworksmiracles.What'sthebest

waytofindoutthanacheckup?

Shefoldedherhandswithanaughtysmilewhile

Mxolisiheldhimselfnottoshowhowhappyhewas

tohearthat.Abigailturnedlookingatherand

shookherheadheadingoutleavingthem.

Mxolisi:Andthemood?

Rose:Totallynormal.Pregnancyhormones.Your

goingtobeafatheroftwo.(Smiling)

Congratulations.

Mxolisi:Idontwanttoholdmybreath,butthank

you.

Rose:Ohcomeon...donttellmeyoubothlost



hope.

Mxolisi:Ididn't-shedid.

Abigail:(walkingover)Whatever..

ShewalkedpasttheandRosetookoffAiden's

clothesandbathedhim.Withinminutesshewas

doneanddressedhimandtheyallleftindifferent

carssinceRosewasheadinghomeandthey

headedtothehospital.

AtBreezeshouse

Breezereadthethirdlineonhislaptopforthe

seventhtimeandevenifitwaseasytoreadand

understandtohimitdidn'tthinkingofwhatJames

saidtohim.Heshutthelaptoplookingatthekids

playingaroundnexttohistableandrubbedhisface

.HissonwascomingbackandSagiwasright-he

doesn'tneedtobedealingwithanydramabutto

enjoyhisbreakfree.Surelybeingthereusnotnice



either.Hepickedhisphonebutthenrealizedhe

didn'thaveaphone.HesigheddialingRosejustas

Sajiwalkedinallsmiley.

Breeze:Andthen...

Sagi:Goodnews.Thesanitariumagreedtolet

Bonolocomecelebratewithus.Isn'tisamazing

thatfinallywe'llgettogether?Andpleasedont

forgettoinviteJamesand-'her'.

Breeze:That'sgreat..Iwasabouttocall.

Sagi:Wellthenpleasewhenyourdonehitmewith

goodnews.

Breeze:Youlookhappy.(Smiling)

Sagi:That'sbecauseI'mhappy...dontforgetto

sendsomeonetogogetKagiso'smother.Weneed

tosortoutsomethingswithher,youruncleswillbe

hereforthatinmins.

Breeze:(frowned)Youcalledthem?

Sagi:Yeah..



Shepickedthekidsandwalkedoutwiththemashe

chuckleddialingRose.

Atthehospital.

Abigaillookedatthetworedlinesonthepregnancy

testandgaveittoMxolisiwhosmiledatherbutshe

hadastraightfaceasthedoctorsatby.

Abigail:What?

Mxolisi:Shouldn'tyoubehappy?

Abigail:Thisthingsarenot100%accuratelastwait

fortheotherone.

Doctor:Wellthere'sonlyonewaytobesurelysure,

pleaselayonthebedandpullupyourshirt.

Shestoodupandwenttolayonthebedpullingher



shirtandthedoctorworeglovesbeforeapplyinga

gelonherandstartedscanninghersmiling.

Abigail'sheartracedashersmilebuiltuppulling

Mxolisi'shand

Abigail:(teary)areyouserious?

Doctor:Mmhhmm.Itlookslike11weeks.

Abigail:(crying)ohmyGod..

Mxolisistoodupfromthechairandhuggedheras

shecriedtearsofjoywhilethedoctorstoodby

admiring.
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Atthehospital.

Afterhercheckup-theywalkedoutofthehospital

holdinghandswithpricelesssmilesontheirfaces.

Itwasindeedanamazingdaytothem.Blessed.

Theywalkedtowardsthecarwhenherphonerang

inMxolisi'shand.

Mxolisi:ItsSagi.

Abigail:Youcananswerit.

Mxolisi:Butyourhere,whydontyou?

Abigail:(smiling)I'llexplodeandIdontwantto-



notyet.Iwantittobeasurprise,maybeatthe

welcomehomepartyofKagiso.

Mxolisi:Youseemtooexcited.Makesmehappy

(smilingandanswered)HeySagi.

Sagi:Hii...howareyou?

Mxolisi:Amazing.Yourself?

Sagi:Epic.Look-beforeyougivemeexcuses

whichbythewayI'mnotinthemoodfor,I'm

invitingyouguysonatreatydinner.Ithinkthere

arealotofthingsthatweneedtoputonthetable

overamealordrinks.Thingsthatweneverhada

chanceorafraidtotalkabout.

Mxolisi:Ithoughtwe'recool?

Sagi:Weare,butIjustneedyouguystogethere.

Mxolisiiconsidermyfriendsasmyfamilysoyou

beinghereatthisdinnerwhereweallpouroutour

heartandourfeelingsmightalsocleartheslateand

letusstartafresh.Please...

Mxolisi:I'llpassthistoAbigailandwe'llsee.

Sagi:Iwantyouhereplease,I'mbeggingyou.If



notthenatleastforme.Formysake.Youknow

mystatus.

Mxolisi:Areyouguilttrappingme?

Sagi:Dependsonhowyoutakeit.Loveyou.

ShehangupandhesmiledlookingatAbigailwho

washoldingherhandsmiling.

Abigail:She'ssweetisn'tshe?

Mxolisi:(smiling)Andmanipulativetoo..she

invitedusonsomesortofapeacetreatydinner.

Shethinksthisisthewayforustoputeverything

outintheairandsortitoutforustomoveonon

cleanslates.Arewegoing?

Abigail:Shehasalwaysbeenadarling-Ialsofeel

likethewholefuedisjusttoomuchholding

grudgesandplottingeachotherspain.Ithinkwe

shouldgoandmaybetalkthingsthroughwitheach

otherandfindaneasyrouteforward.(Huggedhim)

That'swhatOdirileishopefullywishingfor.Tosee



usunitedasone.

Mxolisi:(wrappedherkissingherhead)Yourright.

Let'sgogetreadythen.

Theywalkedtothecaranddroveoff.

Atthemall.

JamesandJanewalkedoutoftheBankashe

carriedhisnephewlookingathisnewcreditcard.It

wasabitweirdtohimaftersolonghavingthis

pieceofplasticinhishandasaneasyaccesstohis

moneyinthebank.Hesmiledputtingitinhis

pocketthrowingAirupintheAirashelaughedand

sodidthey.

James:(smiling)He'safunkid.I'msure

babysittinghimisnotthathard.

Jane:Itisn't..atleastthat'swhattheysay.



James:They?Yourthemother..

Jane:Iam-justthatrecentlyI'vebeenavoidingmy

problemsincludinghim.SoImissedalotinthe

shortperiodoftimeawayfromhimandIguessit's

safetocallmeabadmother.

James:Abadmother?

Jane:Yeah..imean-that'swhatiamright?Dont

tellmethatthoughtdidn'tcrossyourmind?

James:Actuallyitdidn't.Ijustthinkyourgoing

throughalotofdistresswhichiswhyyou'vebeen

absentinhislife.Idontknowhowlongit'sbeen

anddefinitelynotwhatlovecanmakeonedobutI

hearditdoesahugemess.Someoftheguysarein

cuffscourseofitsoIguessyoushouldbegrateful

thatyoudidn'tdoanythingstupidenoughtoland

youinthereleavingyourkidsbehind.Sometimes

it'sgoodtoavoidconflictcourseonemightendup

gettinghurtorworse,sotomeit'stherightdecision

orlikeyousaidshe'dhavekilledyouleavingRose

andAirmotherless.

Jane:Butit'salsobad-I'mlonely.I'mdepressed



andall.Imissalotinmylife.Myhusbandisinjail

andIcantevenbringmyselftogovisithimcourse

I'mnotsureifhe'llevenwanttoseeme.My

daughterthinksimselfishandself-centered.

Inconsiderate.Sagi-thebestthingthat'sever

happenedtothisfamilyandeveryone'sfavoriteis

patientlywaitingformetomissastepandseparate

myheadfrommyneck.Abigaildoesn'teventalkto

me.Breezelooksatmeovertheshoulder.Kagiso

I'msurehatesmetoocauseI'mthereasonwhyhe

almostgotkilledsendinghimtogogetRosethen

gotkidnapped.(Teary)Isthereanyonewhoisn't

waitingformydownbreak?!

James:Yeah..

Jane:Andwho'sthat?

James:Everyoneyoumentioned.

Jane:(scoff)Ijusttoldyoutheyhateme.

James:Hateisahugeword.Theirjustangryand

patientlywaitingforyourI'msorry.Justtoheartwo

wordscomingoutofyourmouthwhichyoualso

shouldmeanfromthebottomofyourheart.Idont



reallyknowSagibutsheseemslikeareallynice

person.Understandingtoo.Sheunderstoodme

thoughIthinkittakesalotofconvincingandshe's

notreallytrustingsoyougattaproveyourselflike

I'mwillingto.SoIguesswecanbothworkon

winningherheart.

Jane:Idoubt.

James:R500.That'sabet.Anywaythanksforthe

help,Ireallyappreciateit.Nowwhat'sleftisforme

tofindwhereI'llrentandapiecejob.

Jane:Whydontyoujusttalktoyourbrother?

James:Idon'twanttopushit.Hehasenough

alreadyonhisplate.

Herphoneranginherbagandshetookitoutwhen

herheartskippedlookingatSagiscall.She

showedittoJamesandhesmiledwalkingtothe

cargivingairhismilkbottle.

Jane:Hello



Sagi:Hii..howareyou?

Jane:I'mgood.You?

Sagi:I'mfine.LookIwasjustcallingtoinviteyou

onafamilydinner.Ihopeyoudonthaveplans-I'll

begladtoseeyouhere.

Jane:"Gald"yousay?

Sagi:IguessIdid.Heardyouralsooverworking

yourselfsoIthoughtwhat'sthebestwayfora

hardworkingdoctortorelaxonesinmonths?A

dinnerwithfamilywhoadoreherandappreciateher

.MakesureyoubringJames-that'sifhe'swith

you.

Jane:(scared)Areyouohk?

Sagi:I'mperfectlyfine.Justwantustoclearsome

unresolvedissues.Pleasebehere.

Shehangupleavingherhangingwitharacingheart

andadrythroat.Thoughtscrossedhermindas

shethoughtofhercapabilities.Sheswallowed

walkingoverwithshakingknees,sothisishowit



endsforher-overdinnerthenwakeupdead.She

gotinthecarandturnedlookingathersoninthe

backandbackatJameswholookedatherterrified

face.

James:Areyoualright?

Jane:IthinkI'mreachingmyendline.By

tomorrowIthinkI'dbedeadifnotsicksomehow.

James:...

Jane:Shejustinvitedustodinnerwithaclear

voice.Ihaveafeelingthismightgosouth.

James:There'sonlyonewaytofindout.

Laterthatday.

AtBreezeshouse.

SagiandDitebogopreparedthetablewhenthe



elderswalkedinmakingnoiselaughingjustas

Breezewalkeddownstairsandforonceinalifetime

wearingsomethingdifferentfromblack.Awhite

shirtwithablueJean,socksandsleepersmeeting

theeldersgreetingthem.

Lyon:Howareyoumyson?

Breeze:I'mgooduncle.

Aunt:Icanseethat,youevenchangedyourcloset.

Nowthat'sarealwayforwardmyboy.

Theylaughedhuggingwhenthedoorbellrangand

BreezeexcusedhimselftoopenthedoortoJames

carryingAirandJanebyhisside.Itwasawkward

seeingthemlikethiscauseinhismindhepictured

themasacouplebutthenheyit'snonofhis

business.HesmiledasAirwavedhishandsandhe

tookhimsteppingasideforthemtocomeinwhen

carlightsbouncedonhim.HewatchedasMxolisi

gotoutofthecartoopenherdoorandshegotout

beforeshuttingit.Ifthat'snotperfectthenwedon't



knowwhatitiscauseit'sthelittlethingsthatmatter

toawoman.Theywalkedoverholdingabottleof

redwineandacakegreetinghimwithhugs.

Mxolisi:What'sup?

Breeze:Nothingmuch.OhandIneedusto

discusssomething.It'sbusinessrelatedbutwe

canalwaysdiscussit.Heylove.

Abigail:Heybabe.Wherearemykids?Bringmy

firstboyhere.(takesAir)

Theyfollowedherinsidefindingeveryonearound

thetablebesidesSagiandDitebogo.Theysat

downjoiningintheconversationandJanestoodup

goingintothekitchenfindingthemmissinghelo

withonebowl.

Jane:Hii..

Them:Hello.



Jane:Needanyhelp?

Sagi:yeahsure..helpuscarrythattothetable

please.Thankyou.

Theywalkedbacktothefilledtableandput

everythingonthetablebeforesittingdownasthe

kidsplayedonthefloorbesidesbabyOdirilewho

wassleepinginhisbabycotnexttohismother.

TheyheardsomeonerushinginandturnedtoRose

carryingAidenandaplasticinherhand.

Lyon:Yourlatemygirl.

Rose:(smiling)I'msosorrymogolo.Itwillnever

happenagain.

Lyon:itbetternotcauseitsrude.

Rose:Iswear...

SheoutAidennexttotheotherkidsandgavethem

toysbeforegoingtoputtheicecreaminthe



refrigeratorthencamebacktositnexttoAbigail.

Everyonepassedthedishestooneanotherseriving

themselveswhenagainthedoorbellrang.Breeze

bithislipashisheartpoundedandstoodupgoing

toopenthedoor.

Breeze:Mrs..

Veronica:(smiling)Noneedforformality.Callme

Veronica.SorryIdidn'tbringanything,butI

promiseIwillbringsomethingnexttime.

Breeze:(smiling)Noproblem.Comeonin.We

werejustabouttoeat.

Hesteppedasideforhertowalkinthenclosedthe

doorbehindthemwalkingtothetable.Herknees

shooklookingatthefilledtableandthekidsonthe

mathplaying.Tohersurprisetheyallturnedwith

smilesandJaneevencalledhertositnexttoher

thenjoinedin.Thewholedinnerwasfilledwith

happinessandVeronicagottoexperiencewhat

getshersongluedtothispeople.Itwasforthefirst



timebeinginvitedtoadinnerandthisreachedher

expectations.Everyonewasjusthappy.

Aftertheyweredoneeating,theelderscalled

Veronicaasideandwenttothedinningroomtogo

talktoherleavingBreezewithapoundingheart.

ThegirlsstoodupclearingthetableleavingMxolisi

andBreezeonthetablemeanwhileRoseand

Ditebogocamebacktotakethekidsupstairsto

sleep.

Mxolisi:Areyougood?

Breeze:Idon'tknowman.Thatwomanhasbeen

throughalotandI'vetakenhersonfromherwhen

sheneedshimthemost.Ionlymetheronceand

neversteppedinheryardtomakeupa

conversationandtalkabouthersonbutinsteadput

hislifeindanger.Shefeltthat.

Mxolisi:Sheseemsunderstandingjustlikeherson.

I'msureKagisowouldn'tleavehismotherhanging

withouttellingherwhat'shappeningaroundherein

hislife.Damnstraightyouwerewrongnottodo



thisearlierbutthewomanseemscoolandfrommy

knowledgeamotherwoulddoanythingjusttosee

hersonhappy.Shesacrificedherhappinesswhich

ishimandlethercomebehappywithyouhere

causehelovesyouall.

Breeze:Ijusthopewhentheytalktohertheydon't

messitupmakinghertakemyboyawayfromme.I

lovethatboyman.AfterhisreturnIwantnothing

separatingus-noteventhischosenthing.I'lllock

thedoorwithchainsand7locks.

Mxolisi:(laughs)He'sgiftedBreeze,doyoueven

thinkyou'llbeabletolockhimincauseiftheywant

himhe'lljustfindawayoutandyou'llneverfind

himunlesstheyaredone.Youwon'tevenhearhim

walkoutjustliketheydidn'tevenwhentheywere

wideawake.

Breeze:ScrewNakedi.

Mxolisi:Exceptthistimeitwasn'tNakedibuthis

ancestors.Dontworry-Kagisoisyoursonand

nothingisgonnachangethat.Eventhoughthey

don'timpressherinthere,youknowyouand



Kagisowillalwaysbeasonandafather.

Breeze:IwishIwasinthereto-

Aunt:Breeze!Comeinhere!

Breeze:(low)Goddamnit!

Mxolisi:(laughs)you'llbefine.

Hestooduprubbinghissweatinghandsandwent

tothedinningroomfindingtheairinherenotso

smooth.Hewenttositonanemptysitrubbinghis

handsastheconversationtookoff.

Outside-Jameslookedupintheskythinkingofhis

futurebutnothingcametomind.Helookedaround

hislittlebrothersyardandsatdownonthestoop

withasinkingheart.Thiswasn'tsupposedtobe

likethis.Hehatesfeelinglikethisandsureashell

hurts.

ThedoorslidopenandRoseputherhandsinher

hoodiewalkingoverandsatnexttohim.She

turnedtohimandthenlookedatthestarsinthesky



.

Rose:Whyareyououtherealone?

James:Thinking.Doingalotofthinkingatthe

sametime.Shouldn'tyoubeupstairsnursingthe

kids?

Rose:IshouldbebuttheIrealizedthatoneperson

wentmissingrightafterdinnerandhereyouare.

Tellme-what'sitthat'sbotheringyousobad

makingyouexcludeyourselffromtherestofus?

Thiswassupposedtobringustogether.

James:WellRosella,myplaceinthisfamilyhas

beenerasedfromexistenceI'mjusthereasaclone.

YourunclehatesmeandtheonlyreasonIhereits

becauseSagiinvitedmehere.SotheresnowayI

canfitin.

Rose:Yourstillfamily.TheBloodrunningthrough

hisveinsisthesameastheonerunningthrough

yoursandthat'swhatwillalwaysmakeyouaLyon.

Yourhisbrother,he'sjustangry.Youstillhavea

placeinthefamily.



James:...

Rose:Sowhatwereyouthinkingabout?

James:Lifeitsself.

Rose:Caretoexplain..

James:Wellmydearniece-mylifeisonholdwith

nooneandnowheretocallhome.Igotnothingof

myownonlytheclothesI'mgivenand30000Rin

myaccountanditsucks!

Rose:Wheredidyouget30k?Youjustgotout.

James:IusedtobeaLyonandtheyusedtosave

mesomemoneyforjustincaseuntilthefire.So

withitIhavetothink3timesorelseI'llendupwith

nothing.I'mgoingtolookforaplacetostayanda

job.Eventhoughitsnotapermanent,atleastto

keepmebusy.

Rose:Oh.ThenwhydontyouaskDitebogoifyou

couldcrushinatherhousecausenoonestays

theresinceshemovedhere.I'msureshewont

mindandbesidestheyardneedssomeonetolook

afteritoruncleODwilltossandturncauseheloved



hisplaceandexpectsittobetakencareoff.Asfor

ajob-mydad'scompanyisrunningitselfandit's

undermynameastheonetobenefititsoyoucould

uhmtakeover.Fornowifyoud-

James:(smiling)Iwill..I'llbegladtoo.That'sifthe

employeeswontfightagainstit.Whoarethe

shareholders?

Rose:Dadmadesurethatheistheonewithevery

singleshareinthatcompanyandworkedhardforit

untilitgrewuptobewhereitiswithouthelp.It

makesalotofmoneyandthat'swhatmakesitthe

rootofourfamilythenuncleBreeze'sclub.Club

808wherethefunneverends.

James:Sothefamilyrunstwobigbusinesses?I'm

impressed!

Rose:Yeah..butsoonit'llbethreeaddingtoa

Gallery.Unclessonlovesartandhe'sreallygoodat

it.

James:Wow..

Rose:yeah..soweareneverfinanciallystranded

butwelovemakingawholelotofmoneyjusttoadd



cherriesontop.Sometimesyoudswearit'sthe

moneythatmakesusfightthismuchcoursein

everyrichfamilytheresalwayssomethingthatwill

blowyourbrains.

Hepulledherintoasidehugkissingherheadas

shesmiled.

James:Yoursogenerous.ThankyoulittleJack.

Rose:(smiling)welcomehomeuncle.

Inthekitchen-Sagi,JaneandAbigailwashedthe

dishesoversilenceuntilitstuckonJane'sthroat.

Hestoppedwashingthedishesandturnedtothem.

Jane:I'msorry.

Theybothlookedatherandsheswallowedfiddling

withherfingers.Thuswasevenmoredifficultthan



sheexpected.

Jane:I'msorry.WhatIdidwaswrongandtotally

uncalledfor.Ibrokeyourmarriageandhadason

withyourhusbandmakingeverythingevenworse

plussendingyouaway.Iwasselfishandtotally

evil.Ithoughtofnooneelse'sfeelingsbutmine.

Abigail:Whydidyoudoit?

Jane:Iwasinpainandvulnerable.Breezewas

thereformewhennooneelsewas.

Sagi:Wewerethereforyou!

Jane:I'msorry!Atleastthat'swhatIthought-that

noonefeltthepainIwasinasamotherwatching

mydaughterdriftingaway.Iwascompletelywrong

toletwhatBreezeandIdidhappencausemypain

isnoexcusetowhatwedid.Ibrokeyourmarriage

andatthesametimebrokemine.Mylifeisamess

asitiscausenowI'mavoidingeverythingcoming

mywayoutofshame.I'mreallysorrySagi.Iknow

howmuchyoutrustedmeandIblewthatup.I

knowhowmuchyoucaredandwaswillingtowork



pastthatbutIalsoblewthat.I'mtrulysorryandif

theresanythingIdeservefromyou-thenI'lltakeit

ifit'llmakeyouforgiveme.

Abigailturnedaroundtorinse4moreplateswhen

shestoppedbitingherlip.Sheturnedbacktothem

andsighedbalancingherselfwiththecounter.

Abigail:I'msorrytoo.

Them:...

Abigail:Ifithadn'tbeenformelettingthepainand

jealousytakecontrolyouwouldn'thavebeen

throughthetraumayou'vebeenthrough.Ilet

jealousyconsumemefornotbeingtheonetocarry

Breeze'schildandwenttoblustinfrontofJack.He

wouldn'thaveknownifitwasn'tforme.Odirile

wouldstillbealive.I'msosorrySagi.Please

forgiveme.

Sagilookedatthemwithaneutralfaceholdinga



dishclothinherhandandaplate.Shecouldtell

theymeanitfromthebottomoftheirheartsand

that'swhatshewasfishingfor-asimpleI'msorry

comingoutoftheirmouths.Shesmiledopening

herarmsforagrouphugandtheysmiledhugging

herandtheylaughedfeelingtheirheartsbeinglifted

theheavyweight.

Inthedinningroom-Veronicawipedhertears

lookingatBreezefacingdownrubbinghishands

andthenlookedather.Moretearsflowedoutof

hereyesandthenstoodupgoingtoBreeze.She

gavehimherhandsandhelpedhimstandhugging

him.

Breeze:I'msosorryittookmesolong.Ireallylove

yoursonandtakehimasmyown.IpromiseI'll

bringnomoredangertohislifeandprotecthimin

everywayafathercan.I'mwillingtodowhateverit

takestobeapartofhislife.

Veronica:(crying)I'malsogladthathemetyou.A



manthatloveshimashisownandcareslessabout

hisbackground.Mysonhasbeenthroughalotin

thatareabuteverytimehecomeshereIcouldfeelit

inmethathe'shappyevenonthephone.Hetalks

aboutyouwhenhe'swithmeanddoesn'twantto

spendmoretimetherecauseitbearsalotofpain

hewentthrough.(Pulledback)I'malsogladthat

youfoundthecouragetomeetmeupwithyour

unclestoshowmehowdeterminedyouaretobe

hisfather.Icantthankyouenoughforbeinga

fatherfigureinhislife-whathe'salwayswanted.

Forgivinghimafamilyhe'salwayswantedanda

placetocallhome.KnowthatIexpectnothingmore

butforyoutogivehimtheloveyoupromisedto

givehim.He'smyonlysonandthereonlything

thatmakesmewanttoliveon.

Breeze:IwontletyoudownVeronica.

Veronica:Sureyouwont.

Theyhuggedonceagainandtheeldersstoodupto

welcomehertoointothefamilyhuggingher.After



awhileBreezeexcusedhimselfgoingtothedining

roomfindingMxolisipressinghisphone.

Mxolisi:Yoursmilingtoomuchthanyoushould.I

guessitwentwell.

Breeze:Evenbetter.WheresJames?

Mxolisi:He'soutsideifI'mnotmistaken.Isaw

Rosewalkingoutmaybeshe'swithhim.Yousaid

youwantustotalkaboutbusiness.Whatisit?

Breeze:Ohyeah...I'llsendeverythingtoyouvia

emailandyou'llgothroughit.It'sabouttheclub

andtheworkerscomplainsabouttheenvironment

theyworkin.Sotheyaskedforcompensations.

Justincase.Iwantyoutolookintoitandtellmeif

Iseteverythingalright.

Mxolisi:ohk..

HewalkedawayandwentoutsidefindingJames

andRosesittingonthestoep.Theyturnedlooking

athimandRosestoodupexcusingherselfand



wentinsideleavingthemtohaveachat.Breeze

sighedwalkingoverandsatnexttohim.

Breeze:Whyareyououthere?

James:Neededsomeair.Why?

Breeze:Justasking.

Theysatinsilenceforawhilelookingatwherever

theireyeslandat.Itwasevenawkwardbutgoodto

beoneachother'ssidelikethis.

Breeze:I'msorryaboutthewayItalkedtoyou.

Thatwasrudeanddefinitelynotwelcoming.

James:Yousaidthatoutofcareforyourfamily

andwanttoprotectthemfromeverythingthat

mighttrytohurtyou.IunderstandBreezy.

Breeze:Butyourfamilytoo.TheleastIcouldhave

doneisletyoubeandenjoyyourfirstdayoutand

dontthroweverythinginyourplate.



James:Iunderstand.Itsohklittleman.Ikindof

deservedit.Imeanitmyfaultthateverythingis

happeningrightnowandIwontholdyouagainst

anything.

Breeze:Andthat'swhyIalsodontwanttoholdyou

againstiteither.

Jamesturnedlookingathim.

Breeze:Yeah...mysoniscomingbackandhas

beenthroughalot.Heartbreak,traumaandwent

inandoutofhospitalscauseofthisfamilydrama.I

dontwishtoseehimagaininthatstatecausehe

hasthatthingofbottlingthingsupinhimandwhen

heexplodesheturnsmurderous.Allhewishesfor

ispeaceinhislifeandahappyfamily.

James:...

Breeze:I'mwillingtoforgiveyoubrother.Icant

keepholdingontothepastandletitdetermineour

futureasfamily.Iwantustostartonacleanslate



withopenheartsandminds.I'malsowillingto

forgiveJackforwhathedid.I'mtiredoffighting,

ofangerandpain.WhatIneedisgoodand

happinessinmylife.IforgiveyouJames.Your

mybrotherandwillalwaysbemybrother.No

matterwhatparalleluniverseIwishtolivein-

nothingwillchangethat.

AtearranoutofJameseyeandhewipeditlooking

away.HestoodupandgaveBreezehishandand

theybrohuggedforthewhole3mins.

James:thankyou.

Awhilelater-theyallgatherinthedinningroom.

JaneandSagiwalkedwithjuiceandglasses

puttingthemonthetablepouringforeach.The

elderswenttobedleavingthembehindandtheyall

raisedtheirglasses.



Sagi:Asafamilywewentthroughourupsidedown

justlikeanyregularfamily.Wehadour

downbreaksandextremebreaks.Wefoughtand

lostintheprocesbutstillwemanagedtogetback

together.Here'stoourtimetogether,welcoming

andforgivenessdinner.Forustokeeponholding

handsaswearegoingtotakenewstepstoour

livesasone.Toalwaysbethereandsupporteach

other.Toloveandtoprotect.Tonotturnourbacks

andnomorefighting.Herestofamily!

All:ToFamily!

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*



*

Aweeklater

*

*(sorryifImissanything,Iknowlessonwelcoming

ahealerhome)

*

*

*

*

*

Atthegraveyards.

Earlyinthemorning.

Veronicaandtheeldersbowedbeforethegrave

talkingtotheirfallenonesaskingforsuccessand

forlifefilledwithblessings.Forprotectionand



morelove.Forthemtoguidetheirsonashe'llbe

returninghomebacktothemagainafterbeing

awayformonthstofulfilltheirwish.

Aftertheyweredonetheygotupandleftwithhappy

facestogoprepareforthewelcoming.

AtBreezeshouse.

Theyardwasfilledwithalotofpeopletheyallasa

familycouldhardlyrecognize.Somethey'venever

seenbeforeyettheybroughttheirhandstohelp

whilesomeclaimedtobefamily.Everyonewas

goingupanddown.Bigpotsandfireplusgoats

andacowjusteverythingforaperfectcelebration.

Themenhandledthefireandeverythingthatwas

tooheavyforwomanwhilewomancookedanddid

womandutiesataceremony.

Atthegate-RoselladrovefurtherwithBonolo

ontheothersidesmilingsohardthathercheeks



hurt.Shewenttoparkintheneighborsyardand

theygotouttakingherbagheadingthere.

Bonolo:Icantwaittoseehim.It'sbeensolong.

Rose:Iknowright.Let'shopehehasn'tburnedup

likemostdo.

Bonolo:(smiling)let'sdohopethat.I'msure

Ditebogocan'tevenholdontoseehim-herheart

mustberacing.

Rose:Shesurecantwaiteighter.

Theywalkedintotheyardandwenttothehouse

headingupstairstotheirroompassingbypeople.

Ditebogo'sheartskippedhearingthedooropenand

tossedlookingatthemthensmiled.Sheputher

breastinherbraandgotupforagrouphug

laughing.

Ditebogo:OhmyGod-Imissedyou.



Bonolo:Imissedyoutoo.Yourglowing!

Ditebogo:Soareyou-comeover..tellmewhat's

beenhappeninginthere.

TheywenttositdownandBonologaspedlooking

atbabyOdirile.Helookedjustlikehisfatherwith

thoselonglashesandthickeyebrows.Hiseyes

wereevenbrightandlightbrownasifthesunwas

glowinginthemwhilehesuckedonhisfist.You'd

swearhewasacolouredwithcurlyhair.

Bonolo:(teary)OhmyGod...itslikelookingathimin

ababyform.He'ssupercutecanIholdhim?

Ditebogo:(smiling)youdonthavetoask.

Shegentlypickedhimupandstooduprockinghim

withapricelesssmileonherface.Thebabywas

socute.Onewillthinkhewasadollorsomething.



Bonolo:Hellobaby-I'myourfairyGodmother.My

nameisBonolo.Whathisname?

Rose:(laughs)FairyGodmother?

Ditebogo:HisnameisOdirile.AfterOdirile.

Hersmiledissolvedintoafrownastearsbuildup

lookingatbabyOdirile.Heheldhimtightertoher

chestastearsrolleddownandwalkedovertositin

betweenDitebogoandRose

Bonolo:(smiling)it'sabeautifulname.Imgladhis

nameiscarriedon.

Theyhuggedwhentheyheardcarbellsoutside

approachingwhentheirheartsskipped.They

lookedatoneanotherandRosestoodupthen

Bonoloalllexcited.

Bonolo:Aren'tyoucoming?



Ditebogo:Icantgooutwiththebaby.I'llstayin

heresurelyI'llseehim.

Bonolo:Ormaybeyourscaredtoseehimafterso

long?

Ditebogo:IguessthatcountsbutIcantgooutwith

him.

Rose:Thenwe'llbringhimtoyou.

Theygavehimthebabyandkissedherforehead

exitingtheroom.Shelayedhimdownandstoodup

goingtothebathroomtopeethenwashedher

handswhenshewasdone.Thedoorslidopenan

Veronicawalkedinallsmileyholdingaplatefullof

foodandwenttoputitbesidesthebedandpicked

hergrandsonasDitebogowalkedoverandsaton

thebedpickingherplate.

Ditebogo:thankyouma.

Veronica:youwelcomemydarling.Ijustcame

heretocheckhowyoubotharedoingfirst.Didyou



feedhim?

Ditebogo:yeahheatebeforeIbreastfeedhim.

Veronica:good...letmegocheckonyourboyfriend

andI'llcomebackrightawayafterI'mdonethere.

Ditebogo:ohk..

Sheputthebabydownandwalkedoutleavingher

toeat.Shebecameanxiousandstoodupgoingto

standbythewindowlookingoutside.

Meanwhilethewomanululatedholdingbrooms,

potsandeverythingtheycouldcarrywhiledancing

asKagisosteppedoutwearingexactlywhat

traditionalhealerswearwhilebarefoot.Itwasreally

greattobehomeseeingallthispeoplearound

thoughhisheartwasachingtoseehismotherand

therestofhisfamily.Breezewalkedbyhisside

smilingandhecouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Breeze:Whyareyoulaughing?



Kagiso:IguessI'mjusttooexcited.I'mhappyto

seeyou.

Breeze:Somehereson.

Vernoncamerushingoverandtearsblurredher

sightlookingathersonandcouldn'thelpbutrush

overforawarmhugcrying.There'snothingmore

warmingthanamother'shug.Herappedhishands

aroundherbodywithatearescapinghiseyewhile

shebrokedowncryingholdinghimtight.

Veronica:(crying)ThankGod!

Kagiso:I'mneverleavingagainmama.

Theybrokethehugandshestoodbackasthey

broughtagoatover.Thegoatwasslaughteredasa

signtoshowthathehascleansedhimself.Though

itwasabittouchingtoseeitbeingslaughteredlike

thatbutithadtohappenanyway.

Otherinitiatiateandtheinitiatorwalkedovertohim



andtookthegoatwhilehisfamilyfromhisfather's

sidehehardlyevenknewcameovergettingready

toleavetotheriver.Theygotintothecarsand

VeronicawenttoridewithBreezeandothersas

theydroveout.

Breeze:Isitnecessarytogototheriver?

Veronica:Yeah...itisbelievedthattheancestors

liveclosetotheriversandseas.

Breeze:Andsomanygoats?

Veronica:Kagisowillhavetoslaughterasmany

animalscourseit'sthemostimportantpartofthe

ceremony.Forthosethatdiedintheseaandthose

thatdiedontheroadforblessings.Cowstoo..it'll

dependonhowmanytheywantbutusual

usuallyits1.

Breeze:Youmakeitsoundlikeit'lltakemorethana

day.

Veronica:Maybeabout5daysandthesixthday

willbefinal.



Breeze:Sowe'retakinghimtheretoaskfor

blessingandallthenwegohomeandcomeback

again?Itseemslikealotofwork..

Veronica:Nohe'llbesleepingthere.Thenonthe

thirddayhe'llgototheseaandspend2nights

there.

Breeze:Ahgg!ThisthingwilldrownmyboyIswear

toGod!

Veronicasmiledashedrovealongtherockyroad.

Hewashopingtospendthedaywithhimbutthen

nowhe'sforcedtodrivehimawayearlythis

morningafterhisreturn.

.

.

.

.

Onthesixthday.



Kagisodancedwithotherinitiatesinthemiddleof

theyardunderthehotblazingsun.Hehasn't

gottenachancetobreathinthepastcoupleofdays

andhewassoexhaustedhehadnochoice.He

kepttellinghimselfthatitwasfinallyovertokeep

himgoing.

Afterdancinghewenttositunderthetendonthe

traditionalmathwhenagainhewascalledbefore

hecouldevenrelaxtoslaughteranotheranimal.

Aftertheslaughteringhisunclefromherfather's

sidewalkedovertohimandwentonhisknees

givinghimastickmadeofanoxtailthathe

slaughteredandwhitewasdecoratedwithbeeds.

Veronicawalkedoverholdingadryleopardskin

puttingitonhisshoulderandbowedwalkingaway

aseveryonestoodbywatchingwhiletheinitiates

sang.

Hewasofficiallyaninitiator,allowedtotrain

initiatesandbegintopracticeasasangoma.

Hestoodupandwenttodanceagainallalonethis



timeaseveryonecheeredandall.

Awhilelater-BonoloandRosewalkedovertohim

andjumpedinhisarmslaughingandheheldthem

tightswingingthemthoughtheywereabitheavy

forhim.

Kagiso:Damny'allgainedweight!

Bonolo:Andyourstillstrong.Wereyouguyslifting

overthere.

Kagiso:Notreally...butthenI'vealwaysbeen

strong.

Rose:Makhosi(bowsclappinghandsplayfully)

Kagiso:(laughs)Wouldstopit..

Rose:comeon,yourofficiallyatraditionalhealer.

Sowehavetotreatyouwithrespectandaccording

toyourstatus.

Kagiso:Hey..mebeingasangomachangesnothing

ohk.I'mstillthesameKagisoyouallknowthisis



justafilter.I'mtheguyyoumetwithnothingand

stillam.

Sagi:(walksover)Exceptwecantpretendlikeit

doesn'tmatterlikeyousay..(huggedhim)Welcome

homesonny.

Kagiso:(smiling)Thankyou..

Abigail:whataboutme?Ididn'tgetahug.

Kagiso:That'sbecauseyourstanding16feets

awayfromme!

Theyalllaughedasshewalkedoverandhugged

him.Breeze,JamesandMxolisiwalkedoverto

themandbrohuggedhimastheladiesstoodby

watching.

James:Sothisistheson.

Breeze:Yeap..

James:MynameisJames.Youruncle.

Kagiso:James?



Breeze:Yeah...wehavealottocatchuponboy.

Butfirstyouneedtogocheckuponyourair

upstairs.

Kagiso:(heartskipped)Excuseme,mywhat?

Theyalllookedathimsurprisedbyhisneutral

suddenface.Breezebithisliplookingathimand

sighed.

Breeze:BoyyoubettergoupstairsbeforeIassume

whatIthinkistrueandtrustmeitwontbeniceafter

that.

Kagisofrownedlookingatallofthemandwalked

intothehousejoggingupasthethingshewore

madenoiseallthewayupstairs.Hisheartraced

witheverstepcloseruntilhereachedthedoorand

sighedslightlyopeningthedoor.

Ditebogoquicklystoodupfromthecouchlooking

athimasherheartpoundedsohardonhischest.



Helookedatherandwalkedtothebedwhenhis

eyespoppedlookingatthebabysleeping.Itwas

likehewaslookingathimselfasababyand

creepedhimoutbuteventuallyasmilepulledhis

cheeks.Thesmilebroughttearsofjoyandthena

laughterofhappinessandexcitementlookingat

Ditebogo.

Kagiso:That'smerightthere.

Ditebogo:(smiling)Yournotmad?

Kagiso:Areyoukiddingme?WhywouldIbemad

?comehere

Shewalkedoverhugginghimtightlyandhekissed

herhead.Sheraisedherheadlookingathimwhen

hepinnedhislipsonherskissingher.Butterflies

raisedinherstomachaschillsrandownherspine.

It'sbeensolongsinceshefeltlikethis.Hebroke

thekissandhuggedherlookingathisson.



Ditebogo:Youwantmetowakehim?

Kagiso:No..lethimsleep,I'llseehimwhenhe

wakesup.BesidesIsmellsweat.Whathisname?

Ditebogo:Odirile.Inamedhimaftermybrother

sincenonamecameintomymindbutthat.You

canalwayschangeitifyoudontlikeit.

Kagiso:Iloveit.(Looksathim)helooksjustlike

me!Thisisamazinglycreepy.

Theylaughedstillhugging.Helookedathimthen

backatherandsmiled.

Kagiso:SorryIwasn'ttherewhenyougavebirthto

ourson.IpromiseIwillneverbeabsentinhislife

andI'llbethebestfathertohim.

Ditebogo:Iknowyouwill.

Kagiso:Andahusbandtoyou.

Shequicklyraisedherheadlookingathimandhe



lookedather.Shefeltlikeherearsjustbetrayed

herforasecondandswallowedlookingathis

seriousface.

Ditebogo:What?

Kagiso:Marryme.Idontknowhowwe'regonna

makeithappenbutIgotenoughtoprovideforusin

myaccountfromthehustleandthemoneyI

receivedfromdad.PlusIthinkinfewmonthsI'llbe

stable.Please..

Ditebogo:(pullsback)KagisoIdoloveyou.And

I'vebeenwaitingpatientlyforyourreturnbutIdont

wantyoutomarrymejustbecauseIcarriedyour

sonandfeellikeyouoweme.

Kagiso:IloveyouandIwanttomarryyou.

Ditebogo:Idontwantyoumarryingmeknowing

youstillhavefeelingsforothergirlstoo.

Kagiso:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ditebogo:DoyouloveRosella?

Kagiso:HowisthisaboutRose?



Ditebogo:Youwanttomarryme-Iknowthatbut

wecanttietheknotknowingwehaveloseends.

Roseiscapableofdoingthemostandsheloves

youandtrustmeihatethefactthatI'msayingall

thisandIknowthatyouloveheradmitit.Be

honestwithme.

Kagiso:....

Ditebogo:YouguysaremeanttobetogetherandI

understandthat.Ifyourgoingtomarrymeplease

letitbeundergoodtermsandnotanescapecourse

Ialmostdiedforgettinginbetweenyouandher.

Kagiso:Whatdoyoumean?

Ditebogo:Itdoesn'tmatterjustbehonestwithme.

Please..

Kagiso:IdoloveherbutwhatmatterisIwanttobe

withyou

Ditebogo:Asmuchasyouwanttobewithher-

right?

Kagiso:(rubbshisface)...

Ditebogo:(hugshim)IloveyoubutIjustcantcome



inbetweenyouandher.Shecaresandlovesyou

deeplylikeyoudoforher.

Kagiso:Soisthatano?

Ditebogo:Itsnotayeseither.

Kagiso:Yoursacrificingourloveforeachotherfor

her.

Ditebogo:Forhebothofyou.Iwantyoutwotobe

happy.

Kagiso:HowamIgoingtobehappywithoutyou?!

Ditebogo:...

Kagiso:FineIloveyouandIloveher.Iwantyouas

muchasIwanther.Iwanttospendeverysecond

ofmylifejustlikeIwanttospenditwithher.Itried

stayingawayfromthebothofyouandIcant.Itried

avoidingherbyallmeansbutIcouldn'tasmuchas

Icouldn'twhentheytoldmetostayaway.

Hebrokethehugandwenttositonthecouch

rubbinghisface.



Kagiso:Howaboutyoumarrymeboththen?

CourseClearyIcantstayaway.

Ditebogo:Apolygamy?Youthinkyoucanhandleit

?

Kagiso:Whywouldn'tI?PleaseDitebogo...Ilove

you.

Ditebogo:Passthistoherfirstandfindouthow

shefeelsaboutitandifsheagreesthenfine.

Kagiso:Soit'slikeyouneedanapprovalfromher

tobewithme.

Ditebogo:I'mnotaskingpermissionfromanyon

butIcantpretendlikeIdon'tcareaboutherfeelings

buildingourfamilywithhertears.She'smeantto

bewithyouandyouknowit.Despitethe

challengesyou'vebeenthroughyoustillloveher

andthatofcoursematters.

Hesighedstandingandbithislipgoingtokissher

andwalkedout.Tearsblurredhereyesandwentto



sleepnexttohersonpullinghimoverinahug

sobbing.

InthekitchenJanestoodinthemiddleofthe

kitchenwiththerestoftheladiesandwhenKagiso

walkedintheyallkeptquitesmiling.

Kagiso:PleasedontstoponmyaccountI'm

lookingforRose.

Jane:She'soutsideservingthefoodtotheguests.

Kagiso:oh..ohkthankyou.

Hewalkedoutandwithoutlookinganyfurtherhe

spottedhergivingfoodholdingahugetraywith

Bonolopassingbyeveryonetopicktheirplates.He

waitedforthemtofinishwhenMxolisiandBreeze

walkedovertohim.

Mxolisi:Whatareyoustaringat?



Breeze:(followedhiseyes)Roseofcourse.She

mynieceandIloveherbutheroutofallpeople?

She'sgonnakillyouthistime.

Mxolisi:Ithoughtyou'dpickDitebogo.

Kagiso:itriedsohardnottoloveherbutits

impossible.Ican'thelpit.Evenifshedoesn'twant

me-theloveIhavestillwillgrowmultiplymakingit

easierforhertofindmorewaystobreakmyheart.

ButstillIcantstayaway.Fromthebothofthem.

Breeze:Youmean-you-ohk...

Mxolisi:Isaygoforit.

Breeze:Butknowitsgonnahurtonewayoranother.

Talkingfromexperiencebutdontworry-I'llbethere

forcanceling.Ifyoulovethemandtheyagreeonit

thenfine-takethestepandhavethemasyours.

Theywalkedpasthimgoingintothehouseandhe

stoodtherewatchingthem.

MeanwhileBonolofelteyesonthemandlooked

aroundfindingKagisostaringatthem.Shewaved



athimandhewavedbackandtalkedtoRose

lookingattheguestsnotwantingtoalarmhim.

Bonolo:Hesstaring.

Rose:huh..

Bonolo:He'sdesperatelywaitingforyoubythe

door.

Rose:Wearenotsureaboutthat.He'sinlovewith

Ditebogoandhe'sthefatherofhischildwhywould

he?

Bonolo:onewaytofindout.Go...

Shesighedcallingagirlwhopassedbytohelp

Bonoloandwipedherhandsonherdresswalking

overtohim.Shewontevergetusedtofeelingso

weakeverytimeshe'snearhim.

Rose:Alittlebirdieinformedmethatyourstaring.

Kagiso:AndthatbirdiehappenedtobeBonolo?



Rose:Notreallybutsomeonearoundthere.An

elder.

Kagiso:Wellthatelderbetternotbetheonethat

wavedatme.

Rose:(laughs)whyareyoustaring?Itsrude.

Kagiso:CanwepleasegoupstairstoDitebogo's

room?There'ssomethingIneedtotalktoyou

about.

Herheartpoundedasthethoughtofifwhethershe

toldhimaboutthepoisoningorwhat.She

swallowedastearsburnedhereyesandlooked

backatBonolobeforewalkinginfollowinghim.

Heopenedthedoorforhertogetinandclosedthe

doorasDitebogogotupwipinghereyesandlooked

athim.RoselookedatDitebogoandcouldn'thelp

butgetdownonherkneesbreakingandhefrowned

lookingather.

Rose:I'msosorry...Ididn'tmeantopleaseforgive



me.(Crying)pleaseKagiso..

Kagiso:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Rose:(lookingatDitebogo)Youdidn'ttellhim?

Kagiso:Tellmewhat?

Rose:Nothing...

Kagiso:Clearlyitssomethingforyoutogetonyour

kneeslikethisbreakingdowninfrontofme.What

happened?

Ditebogo:Nothing...wehadamisunderstanding

herandIbutwesorteditoutitsnothingyoushould

worryyourselfabout.Itsclearedup.

Rose:(stoodup)Thankyou...

Kagiso:CanIpleasegetahint?

Ditebogo:Misunderstanding.

Kagiso:thatwasnotitbutohk..Ihopewhateveritis

doesn'trepeatitself.Rosedoyouloveme?

Rose:isthatatrickquestion?

Kagiso:No...



Rose:Uhm...I...Ido...KagisoI'vealwaysloved

youeversinceIlayedmyeyesonyouonavideo.

BeforeImetyouinperson.Youknowthat?Just

thatyou'vebeenavoidingmeafterthewhole

marriagethingandtrustmeIgetwhyyouwanted

nothingtodowithmeuntilthen.I'dalsoreactthe

sameorevenworse.Iloveyou.IknowIhurtyou

andItakeitallinmejustpleaseforgiveme.Andif

youcalledmeheretoconfessinfrontofherthen

fineIwill.IloveyouandIt'llalwaysbeyou.I'dalso

understandifyouandDitebogoaredatingorabout

to.Iwishyoualotofhappiness.

Ditebogo:Yousee-Itoldyou.

Rose:Toldhimwhat?

Kagiso:iloveyoutoo.

Rose:(gapsed)What?

Kagiso:RoseIdon'tknowifyourealisedityetbutI

cantstayawayfromyou.Yesyouhurtmebut

everytimeIhearyournameorvoiceIcantcontrol

myaffections.Ilovedyoutooeversinceimetyou.

Bothofyou.Youbothhavestayedinmymindeven



whenIhadalottothinkabout.Myfeelingsforthe

bothofyouhavenodepth.Myloveforyouis

foreverexpandinginsideofmeandhasno

boundaries.It'scrazycauseIneverfeltlikethis

especiallyfortwopeople.I'minlovewiththeboth

ofyou.So...marryme.Bothofyou.

Theylookedateachotherforawhileashestoodby

staringandthentheysmiledlookingathim.

Rose:(smiling)Yess!Multipleyeses!

Ditebogo:(smiling)Yesss!

Theybothranintohisarmshugginghimtightashe

breathedoutwithahugesmileonhisface.Best

welcomehomeceremonyever.

Hekissedbothofthembeforehuggingthemwhen

thedoorslidopenandBonolowalkedin.Sheheld

herwaistandtheyalllookedather.



Bonolo:DidImisssomething?

Kagiso:I'llcatchyouguyslater.(Left)

Bonolo:Whyisheleavingonmyaccount?What's

goingon?

Ditebogo:Heaskedtomarryus!

Bonolo:'us'youmeanthebothofyou?

Rose:Yess!

Awhilelateraround19h00.

Theywalkedoutofthehousehe'llbeworkingin

andhesmiledhugginghisfatherandeveryoneelse

thathelped.Theyallwalkedintothehouseleaving

theguestoutsideandAbigailwalkedovertohim

holdingpapersandapeninherhand.

Abigail:SoufiguredsinceyouandIareonthe

samelineorworkandareinterestedinthesame

thing-Ithoughtmaybeit'llbebestifIgiveyouthis



otherthansellitwhenyouneeditthemost.

Kagiso:(lookedatthepapers)theGallery!?Are

youseriousrightnow?

Abigail:Deadserious.

Hepulledherintoatighthugnotknowinghowto

thankherandfinallybrokeitquicklysigningthe

papersandgaveittoMxolisi.

Mxolisi:Well...itsfinal.YoulegallyownaGallery.

Congratulations!

All:Congratulations!

*

*

*

*

*



5monthslater.

Everyonesatontheirchairswearingwhiteasthe

familysatonthefrontseatsadmiringthislovely

union.Softmusicplayedinthebackgroundasa

photgraphertookmultiplepicturesatthethreeof

themhidinghands.

Tosomeitwasforthefirsttimebeingata

polygamyweddingandtheyweregladtofindout

howitgoes.

Theyweresobeautifulintheirmermaidwedding

dressesthatrevealedalltheirbeautyoutfor

everyonetosee.Kagisosteppedbackabitasthey

bothheldhandssmilinglookingatoneanother.

Ditebogo:RosellaLyon..todayItakeyouasmy

sisterwife.Mylover,sisterandbestfriend.I

promisetoloveandtohold.Toalwaysbetherefor

you.Ihavelovedyousincewewerelittlegirlsand

nowivowtogrowoldandgreywithyou.Iloveyou

somuchyouhavenoclue.We'vebeenthrougha



lotandmanagedtobreakthroughIprayandknow

wecanalwaysfighttogetherasone.GodI'venever

feltsohappylikeIamtoday(teary)Ivowtolove

youalwaysandforever.Throughsicknessandin

health.

Rose:(teary)oh..imgettingallweepy..

Everyonelaughedandsheshylylookeddown

smilingandDitebogocarefullywipedthetearthat

escapedhereyenoruininghermakeup.

Rose:Ditebogo...mysister.Mybelovedgirlfriend.

Yournotjusttheloveofmylifebutyourmylife

itself.You'vebeenthereformethroughmyhard

timesgivingmeyourshouldertocryon.You've

beenasistertomewhenIneededone.You've

alwaysconsideredmyfeelingsandcaredforme

eventhoughIturnedouttobeapaininthebehind.

Yourthebestthingthateveryonewishesforinthis

thisworldandIconsidermyselfluckytobetheone

thatgotyou.Todayaswestandinfrontofeveryone



andthelord-Ivowtoloveyou,tobethereforyou

tilldeathdousapart.Throughsicknessandin

health.Iloveyousomuch.

Theyletgoandhuggedeachotherasthecrowd

clappedtheirhands.Kagisolookedatthemfeeling

histearsandlookedupmakingthemgoawaythen

steppedoverholdingtheirhands.

Bonolowalkedoverwithherelegantdressandgave

thepastortherings.

Paster:Canweallbowourheadsandblessthis

threeyoungsoulsrings.(Praying)Fatherwecome

beforeyouwithyourchildren.Helpthemuniteand

givethemstrengthandcouragetofightwhatever

facingtheirway.Withthisringshelpthemtolove

andlettheirlovegrowhigherthanthemountains,

deeperthantheocean.Maytheirmarriagebefilled

withjoyandpassion.Forthirlovetostrengthenin

timeandtogrowwithage.Alwaysbethereto

guidethemandprotectthem.Amen.



Everyone:Amen.

Theyallopenedtheireyesandgavethemtherings.

HeheldDitebogo'shandandRose'slookingatthe

bothofthemseeinghowfloodedtheireyeswere

Kagiso:Withthisringsmytwolovelies-Ivowto

loveyou.Toalwaysbetheonetoholdyouand

makeyousmilefortherestofyourlives.Youboth

meaneverythingtomeandIcantstandanotherday

inthisworldwithoutyouguysbymyside.Withyou

twobymeIknowheaveniscloseandyougiveme

strengthtoalwaysfight.Wehavebeenthrough

bitterfightsanddisagreementsbutthebestthingis

we'vestoodstrongagainstanyofthem .Icould

notasktoGodforabettergiftthanwhatyouareto

me.Ivowtoholdbothy'all'shandsandneverletgo

.TobethebesthusbandIcanbeandthebest

fathertoourkids.Tomakesurethateverytimeyou

closeyoureyesyouopenthemtoparadise.To

alwaysandforeverloveyou.Tilldeathdousapart.



HeslidthefirstringonDitebogo'sfingerandthen

theotheratRoseastheycouldn'tholdinanymore

andcried.SagiwalkedoverwithBonoloandthey

helpedgentlywipetheirtearsasheheldtheirhands

gentlysqueezingthemuntiltheycalmeddownas

everyonesmiledatthem.

Ditebogo:(heavilybreathed)fromthemomentI

metyouatthelibrary-Icouldn'tgetawayfromyou.

Theytriedbyallmeanstokeepusapartsinceyou

hadbeenthroughalotandIwaswillingtoshareit

withyou.KagisoMokwenaIloveyou.Yourmy

heartandmysoul.Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself,

morethanme.I'msothankfulofGodforgivingyou

tome.Ifeelsoblessedtohaveyouasmylover.

I'minlovewitheverythingthatmakesyouwhoyou

areandnotforasecondwilliwishforanything

better.I'llalwaysloveyou-tilldeathdousapart.

Rose:(crying)Kagisoyouandihavethemost

extremehistorytogether.Wegotseparatedand



stilllikemagnetfoundourwaybacktoeachother.

You'vebeentheonethatwasalwaysthereforme

throughdarknessandpulledmeoutofit.Theone

tohelpmegetmyeyesightback.Myguardianand

tilltothisdaywhereyouofficiallybecomemine.

I'minlovewithyouandhatethefactthatIloveyou

morethanmyself.Beingwithyoudrivesmecrazy

rightnowandnotbeingwithyoudrivesmecrazy.

Myliveforyougrowsinseconds.EverytimeI

spendwithyoumeansalottome.Youmust

biggestjoy.Mylifeandmyuniverse.Mybiggest

sorrowisnotbeingwithyoucoursewithoutyouallI

seeisdarkness.Yourmynightandshinningarmor

andforthatIdonteverwannaloseyou.Yourthe

mostidealmanIcouldeverwishtobewithcause

youunderstandandgetmeunlikenobodyelse's.

You'vebeenmydreamandupuntiltodayyoustill

are.YourtheoneIcaneasilyopenupto.Ifind

comfortinyouandIdonteverwanttolosethat.I

loveyouKagisoMokwenaandIpromisetobethe

wifeyouwishmetobe.Tobringjoyandhappiness

inourhome.Tilldeathdousapart.



Theyheldhandsslidingtheringonhisfingerasfew

womanwipedtheirtearslookingatthemassome

tookpicturesandvideos.Atearsescapedhiseye

andRosesmiledwipingitquicklyandhelaughed.

Pastor:IthinkI'mgonnacry(crowdlaughed)but

anyway..Withthepowerinmeandoftheonefrom

aboveInowpronounceyouhusbandandwife's.

Youmaykissyourbrides.

Hesmiledpullingthembothbytheirwaistsasthey

giggledandkissedDitebogofirstthenRose.

Everyoneclappedtheirhandsstandingasthey

walkedbyontheaisle.

Breeze:youbettertreateachotherwithrespect

kids!

Theylaughedwalkingpastthemgoingtotake



pictureswitheveryonefollowingthemforachance

totakeonephotowiththenewlywedcouple.

LaterafterthecrowdhasleftatBreezeshouse.-

theyallsatbehindthehouseonthelawnwhilethe

elderswhereinsideandputontheoldvideos

watchingthemonthewhitesheetoverdrinksand

strawberriesbutbeforeJamesstoodupholding

Odirile'sphoneandwentthroughthenotesand

sighedlookingatthem.Abigailwaslayingon

Mxolisi'sthighswhilecaressingherbump.The

newlywedcouplewaslayingontheirtummieswith

strawberriesandchocolatebeforethem.Breeze

waslayingonSagislapswhileJanewassittingon

acampchairwithjuiceinherhand.Theonly

personmissingwasVeronicawhowaswiththe

eldersinthehouseandBonolowassittingbywith

herlegsfoldedwithasandwichinherhand.

James:""Sobynowasyouallarereadingthis-

hopefullyayearhaspassedwithoutme.Andeven



soIhopeyourholdingeachotherasone.Iwant

youtoknowthatwhatIdid-Ididitoutofloveand

careforyouall.KnowingKagisowiththelittletime

Ispent-surelyyourblamingyourselfformy

sacrifice.Dontbe.Idiedwithloveinmyheart.

ToBreeze-mybrotherandmyfriend.You've

alwaysbeenthereformeman.Iknowthatmy

funeralmustbedevastatingtoyoubutIneedyouto

findawaytomoveonpastme.Dontletmydeath

holdyouback.Youoncetoldmethatyouthink

yourbroken,tellyouwhat-inmyeyesyoulooked

nothinglikebroken.YourthestrongestpersonI've

evermettobreakatthetimelikethisandwiththatI

knowyouwillfindasolutionforwardandalways

will.

Tomylittleannoyingmouse,Iloveyougirl.Sorry

thatIdidnotgetachancetocomesaygoodbye.I

knowthismustbehurtingyoumorethanIcaneven

imagine,I'msorry.ButIknowthatyourgrown

nowandcapableofmakingthedecisionsofyour

ownandIhopeyoumaketherightones.Surelyby

nowyouralawyerifnotchasingpeopleoutwithmy



gun.EitherwayIneedyoutoliveonesisterand

haveafamilyofyourown.Findamanwho'lllove

youandtheoneyoulove.Youhavemyblessings.

Andpleasetrytoresistaprettyface.Makeme

proudsister

Tomysmucles..babyIknowyougotahotheadas

ahusband.Butevensoiknowhelovesyouand

neverwillstoplovingyou.IcantGodenoughfor

givingmethechancetomeetyou.Forour

friendshipandIhopeitlivesonwithinthebothof

useveninmydeath.

Tomybaby-I'msorrylove.Ishouldhavecalledat

leastbutIdonthaveenoughtime.Ihopeoneday

you'dfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.Ihaveno

enoughwordswithmyhandsshakingbutplease

honormywishofyoulivingyourlifetothefullest.

Dontallowyourselftostoploving.IloveyouNolo.

TotherestIdidn'tmention.Iloveyouall.Please

trytoliveonyourliveswithendlessloveinyour

heartsanddolessfighting.Iwishyoualltolivea



happylifetoge-"(themassagecutthere)Together

...

TheyallwipedtheirtearsasJamesheldthephone

inhishandandwalkedovergivingittoDitebogo.

TheyspentmomentsinsilencewhenDitebogo

stoodupraisingherglassofjuice.

Ditebogo:youheardhim.Themansaiditandas

weallknow"lentswelamofualetshelwe"solet's

honorourfallenmemberslastwishanddoassuch.

ToOdirile!

All:ToOdirile!

TheallraisedtheyglassesandDitebogowenttosit

downnexttothemthenKagisowrappedhisarm

aroundherwaistwhenallofasuddenheyawned

outloud.Allofthemtheirheartsskippedandhegot

upgettinginhiskneesholdinghisthighsasthey

lookedathim.Hefinallystoppedbreathingoutloud



andraisedhisheadlookingatthem.

Rose:Areyouohk?

Kagiso:Hesayshe'satpeace.(Smiling)Andhe'll

alwayslookoutfortherestofus.

Ditebogojumpedinhisarmsandtheyfellasshe

cried.

Kagiso:Itsohk...helovesyouandalwayswill.

Theygotupandhekissedherbeforelayingbackas

everyonesmiledrelivedlookingathisvideoswith

themplayonthewhitesheet.

THEEND

.
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