
Goodmorning

DRIBBLEDisaseries,meaningitdoesn't

necessarilyfocusona"maincouple"butexplores

othercharactersaswellhencethere'sMpumelelo,

Nkosinathi,OneleandCassandraepisodes.

Eachcharactergetstohaveatleast50insertsfor

eachseasonbeforewecanmoveontoseason2.

Season1forCassandraisfinishedandseason2is

currentlyunderconstruction,Istillhavetofinishup

MpumeleloandNkosinathiseason1.

I'verecentlyaddedOneleasacharacterbecauseI

hadastorylineforher,whichIdidn'twanna

overshadowunderhersister'sstoryline.Secondly,I

addedOnelebecauseIfeltunmotivatedtowrite

aboutNkosinathiandMpumelelojustyet.SoI

thoughtthisadditionalcharacterwouldkeepthe

pagegoing...



Iunderstandthatsomeofyouareundersomesort

ofconfusion,wewillwrapupNkosinathiand

MpumeleloPOVlatestnextweek.I'mreallynotsure.

Iseesomeofya'lldon'twantaninsertwrittenunder

acertaincharactereg:#Onele_03thenCassandra's

POVwrittenudderthatepisode.IamnotsurehowI

willkeeptrackkebutIwillworkaroundthat.

Asusual,youropinionsmatterevenifIwon'tuseall

ofthembutndiyazibonaizikhalazoandI'manopen

bookthatlikesandappreciatestransparency(most

times) .

Let'stalk.

Whatdoyouthink?

Howdoyoufeel?



#Dribbled

[06/26,14:37] :#Cassandra_01

WhenIfirstgottoPEIrememberIwasauniversity

student,youknowtheexcitementofbeing

independentandfinallyleavingyourmother's

house(evenifit'sjustforawhile)butthefeelingnje

ofknowingthatakhomntuuzaw'beendingxolisa,

endithethisanangexeshalongenaendlini.Iwas

reallyexcitedtobemyowngrown-upforonce.

UnfortunatelyIwasn'tgrantedspaceereslikemost

ofmyfriends,soIhadtorentoutsideoftheschool

premisesmeaningmoghelwasgonnalivee

Summerstrand,heavenknowsIwasnotjustexcited

butIwasoncloudnine.

Sothefirstthreemonthswereablur nothing

excitingandnoexcitingpeopleexceptformygroup

offriendsfromhighschool,Idecidedtostayover

ndingagodukingoMarchbecauseIwantedto

familiarizemyselfwiththearea,wellthat'swhatI



toldmyfamily.Mythreeoldersistersweremarried,

twoolderbrotherswereworkingindifferentcities

andIwasinmyfirstyearofVarsityleavingbehind

myyoungersisterwhowasstillinthe8thgrade.

Whenmyolderbrotherheardthatandibuyihe

decidedtocomecheckonme,unannounced.Idon't

knowwhathewashopingtoseebuthegotthe

addressfrommomwafounasesithimandimvulele

igate.

IwasexcitedcozIknewndizophiwaimali,other

thanthatIwasirritatedthathedidn'tcallxaesiza

asifufunaukundibhaqaentweni.Igotupandwent

toopenthegateforhim,hedroveinwithtwoofhis

friends,bohlikaandwehuggedasIledthemtomy

room.Heliterallyparadedmyroomtoapointthat

hisfriendsjustburstoutinlaughterknowingly...

ndabendimhlekanambecausehewasjustbeing

tooobvious.

Me:ukhangelantonibhutikangaka?



Lionel:nondiyajongakalokuiilivingconditions

zakho,maybekukhosomecrookedfloorsinthe

bathroom.

Me:soucingelanditybilike,ndiwe,ndophuke?

Lionel:that'swhatbigbrothersarefor...souhlala

nabaniapha?

Me:fornowndisahlalandodwa,chomizamgot

spaceeres.

Lionel:akhoskwatta?

Me:Nope,azikhoallowed.Ustrictulandlordyhu,if

you'regonnalivehereungenanomzaliasign'eso

thatwhateverhappenstheparentmustbe

accountable.

Lionel:urightmoslomntu...khaw'nxibekesihambe

siyothengaukutyautheumamakhondikuthengelei

groceryungaolambakude.

SeewhyIwasexcited?

Iknewndizosort'waoutkwintoyonke.



Iworeslippersandajacketovertightsandvest

thenwegotinthecarandwenttoGreenacres.I

pushedthetrolleyandsaidIshouldpickwhateverI

thinkI'mgonnaneed,jongandathenganeetoiletries

tolastmethenexttermyonke.Oneofhisfriends

wasshockedwhenIwenttotakethreepacketsof

sanitarytowels...

Ginger:haiboSandrauzothengenezizintouhamba

nathikengoku?

Me:iipadsbhuti?

Ginger:eweman,ezizintoubusenozithengaxauze

neechomizakhomfondini.

Me:haibobhuti,awukwazinokuzibizangegama?

Theotherguyslaughed...Iwasreallyshockedthat

umntuomdalanjengayestillhadthatstigma

towardsiipads,like,itdidn'tmakesensetu.

Ginger:ezizintoSandrazizintoezifihlwayo,nina



nivelenizithidlubhuphambikwethu.

Me:welluxolobhutiIdidn'tknowbaanizazi...

kalokuubhut'wamudlangondithengelaxa

endithengelaiitoiletriesso...

Ginger:haiboLioneluphathaez'waynyhani?

Lionel:Tyhini,mangaphiamantombiezaemva

kwamekhayaGinger?Ayilohlazokwedini

ukubambaipad.

Ginger:tyhinilomjita.

Lionel:uyacacabazangewakhewazithunywa..

Lindauzalekeokanyeutshate.Zintwez'ncinciezi.

Yatshoipushaitrolleylachap,butIcouldstillsee

thedisgustanddiscomfortfrombhut'Gingeraswe

continuedmyshoppingandheadedtothe

paypoints.Sinceitwaslatealreadywewenttohave

suppertogetherbeforetheydroppedmeoffand

wenttheirway.

Afewminutesaftertheyleft,Igotatextfrom



Lisakhanyawho'smyfriendfromhighschoolbut

shegotindawoeres,shewantedmetocomeover...

nayeakagodukanga.NowIworesneakersandtook

awalktoherresndafikakukhoooroomzabakhe

ababiniwhomI'vemetbefore.

Lisa:jongani,benditheni?uFrienduhlalaeready!

Que:hayjongamasambeni!

Me:whoahyhimani,kuhanjwakuyiwaphi?u

Qaqambakuthenieexcitedguys?

Lisa:ufikelwechomiuQuesouyasikhupha!

Andsoitbegan...

[06/26,14:38] :#Cassandra_02

WhilestillinprimaryschoolIwatchedmyfriends

gettingexcitedaboutdating,like,almostallmy

friendshadboyfriendsandIcouldn’tcareless.It



wasn’tbecausetherewerenoguyshittingonme,I

guessIwasjusttoomuchofachildtogive

attentiontoanything“adulty”.Whenwegottothe

9thgradeIfinallygotenticedandthoughtmaybeI

shouldgivethisdatingthingatryandtherewas

thiscuteyellowbone’ishguywhohadbeen

befriendingmesincegrade8so,wehititoff.He

wasfromarichfamilyandyesIgotspoiltrotten

fromthedayIsaidyes.Myrelationshipwith

Sinethembawentonfromgrade9tograde11…

weirdlyenough,webrokeupbecauseofafriend.

Twoyearsoflove,destroyedbecauseafriendof

minehadanobsessionoverthisguyandIonly

foundoutthroughsocialmedia.IstillthankGod

thatSindy,whowasalsomyfriend,calledme

insteadofgettingtheweirdlookseskolwenithe

followingMondayandnotknowingwhy…

Sindy:ChomiwhenlastdidyouseeTaSnez?

Me:Thursdayeskolweni,why?

Sindy:sohewasn’tatschoolFriday?



Me:no,hesaidhe’svisitinghisdadin

Grahamstown.

Sindy:gointoyourFacebookandseewhat

Lusandauploaded.

Me:whathasLusandagottodowithmyboyfriend

kengoku?

Sindy:justgointoFacebookCassandra.

Me:okay.

WehungupandIimmediatelywentonlineandsaw

myfriendoutatsomeparkwithmyboyfriend,Okay.

AtfirstIthoughtitwasjustacoincidencethat

maybetheyactuallymetatthepark,thatmaybe

umntuebehambaindlelayakhe(someonewasjust

goinghis/herway)andtheyaccidentallybumped

ontoeachotherwell,untilIsawhiscommentonthe

picture“youweregoodcompanyLulu,Ilook

forwardtonextweekend”.Lusandawasmyfriend,

like…friend!Whatwastheconnectionbetweenthe

twoofthem?HerresponsesentmetotheER:“aw

baby…thankyouforinvitingme.Cantwait”I



froze…butdecidedtocommentonthatpicturejust

netforcontrol.Iwrote“youtwolookbeautifuland

theweatherwaspermitting”immediatelyafter

sendingthatcommentmyphonerang.Iwashaving

chestpainsjustseeinghisnameonmyscreenbutI

answeredbecauseIwantedhimtoliestraighttomy

earsorevenbetter,tellmethatImisunderstoodall

thatIsaw,andbesincereindoingso.Sincere

enoughformetobelievehim.

Me:hello?

Sine:baby…it’snotwhatitlookslike.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Sine:thatpictureyousawonFacebook,it’snot

whatitlookslike.

Me:IactuallysawyourcommentbeforeIsawthe

picturethough.

Sine:canIcomeoversowecantalk?Please.

Me:whatdoyouwannasaytomethatyoucannot

saynow?Overthephone.



Sine:Cass…youknowIloveyou,lentokaLusanda

wasjustaonedaything.Butbaby,pleasecanwe

meetupsothatIcanexplainproperly?

Me:noSinethemba,youcanexplaintohernext

weekendtorho(please).Idon’thavetimeforthat

shit.

Sine:wearejustfriendscomeonCassandra.

Me:sincewhenareyoujustfriendswithmyfriends

bro?

Sine:Iwasjustsaying,there’snothingmorethan

that.

Me:Ineverasked,andI’mnotinterestedtoknow.

Sine:baby?

Me:bro,please.I’malreadyalaughingstockon

socialmedia,youwannamakeitworsenowby

comingtomyhoodafteryouwentpicnickingwith

myfriendbehindmyback?Seriously?

Hesighed…



Me:let’sjustpretendweneverkneweachother.

YougoyourwayandI’llgomine.

Sine:you’reblowingthisoutofproportionCass…I’d

neverdateyourfriendnobasekuthwani(nomatter

what).Comeon.

Me:oh,soyoudecidedtogoonapicnicwithher

whileyoutoldmeyouwerevisitingyourdadin

Grahamstownfortheweekend?

Iheardhimmumble“shit”hemusthavethoughtI’d

forget…sosoonthough?

Me:youthoughtI’dhaveforgotten?

Sine:baby…look,ndiyeza.

Thenhehungup.

Iswitchedmyphoneoff,lockedmyselfinmyroom

andcrieditallout.Iactedallbraveonthatphone

butIwasshattered,Iwasn’treallymadatLusanda



becausemaybeIrevealedalltoomuchofmy

relationshiptothemasmyfriendssoshemust

havewantedatasteofwhatIwasexperiencingbut

Sine?HewassupposedtobeMYboyfriendnot

OURboyfriend.Howcouldhedothattome?

Facebookofallplaces?Really?Mymotherbelieved

Iwasbusywithschoolworkthat’swhyIspentmy

weekendinmyroom,Ididn’twannatellherthatthe

firstlovehadjustbrokenmyheart.Shedidn’teven

knowthatI’mdatingso…

Monday,IsawLusandaatadistanceandjust

walkedstraighttoclasswhereSindyand

Lisakhanyawerealreadywaiting.Wehuggedand

pretendedforasecond…untilshe(Sindy)couldn’t

anymore.

Sindy:Isawhimthismorning,hecamelookingfor

you.

Me:Idon’twannatalktohimnordoIwannatalk

abouthim.



Lisa:whatareyougoingtodotoLusanda?

Me:nothing.

TheylookedatmeasifI’minsane.

Sindy:nothing?Sowecontinueasfriendsasif

nothinghappened?

Me:look,sheknewwhatshewasdoing.Idon’t

havetheenergyforbothofthem,besides,wehave

examscomingupsolet’sjustfocusonthat.

Lisa:chomi…ohshit,herehecomes.

Me:argh!

Hecamebehindthem,greetedandaskedtospeak

tomeaside.Ijustlookedathim…myheart

reshatteringtoamillionpiecesonceagain.

Sine:fiveminutesonly,please.



Ijustfollowedbehindhimaswewalkedoutside…

andthenwebumpedontoachirpyLusanda.Asshe

registeredwhatwasbeforeher,facehappyface

turnedredwithinasecondbutthenSinethemba

didn’tpaymuchattentiontoher,nordidI.Wejust

walkedpastherandstoppednearthegirlstoilets…

Me:you’realreadyonfourminutes.

Sine:babylook,IknowIliedtoyou…andI’msorry.

Me:okay.

Sine:Ididn’tknowshe’duploadthosepictureson

FBandI’llbehonestwithyou…Ididn’teventhink

untilyourespondedonthem.

Me:Iknow.

Sine:pleaseforgivemebaby,IfooledaroundI

admitkodwaitwasjustharmlessfun.

Me:look,wedon’thavetodothis.Let’sjustgoour

separatewaysandforgetthiseverhappened.



Sine:butIstillloveyouCass…ndiyakuthanda

ndithinike?(IloveyouwhatmustIdo?)

Me:dealwithit.

ThenIwalkedbacktoclass…somehow,thiswhole

picnicthinghadcausedahugecommotionevenin

theclassroom,Ihadpeoplewhoweren’tevenmy

friends,justmereclassmates,confrontingLusanda.

Iflatlyignoredthewholething…Ididn’thavethe

energy,Iwasn’tgonnabecaughtfightingoveraboy

atschoolto.Never.

[06/26,14:39] :#Cassandra_03

Thenoiseintheclassonlydieddownwhenourfirst

teacherforthedaywalkedin,Iheardpeople

runningtowardstheirdesks,hushhushsounds

hereandthere,thentherewastotalsilence.Aftera

coupleofminutesintheteaching,Lusandasentme

atext“ChomiI’msorry”Iignoredherandjust

focuseduntilthenextclass.Lusandawasalways

amongstthetopfivestudentseveryterm,someof



barelymadethetopteneverytime,Ithinkthat’s

mostlywhywetoleratedher,shewascleverandwe

wouldlistentoherexplainingeverythingtousin

studygroups.Butotherthanthat,therewasnothing

muchwecouldorrather,Icouldsayaboutour

friendship.

Afterthefirstfourperiodwehadinterval,Iwasthe

firstonetogooutbecauseIwantedtoruntothe

loofirst.BehindthatclosedcubicleIcouldhearmy

name,Lusanda’sandSinethemba’s,obviouslyit

wasajoke…eyonajokeindimkuyoyonkelonto(the

realjokebeingmeinallofthat).Ibrokedownall

overagain,IcrieduntilIheardthemleave,walked

outandwashedmyfacethenIwenttolookfor

SindyandLisakhanyandafikasebesitya(theywere

alreadyeating).

Lisa:uvelaphi?(Wheredoyoucomefrom?)

Me:bathroom.



Isatdownandtookoutmylunchboxinsilence.

Sindy:youokay?

Me:yup.

Sindy:Lookatme.

Igiggled,Ididn’twanttolookather,notthat

moment.

Sindy:haveyoubeencryingCass?

Me:No,ndizothindililelantoni?(WhatwillIsayI’m

cryingfor?)

Sindy:thenlookatme.

Iswallowedhardandlookedup,Icouldfeeltears

threateningtocomeoutthatmomentespecially

whenIsawhowshelookedatme.Theempathyin

hereyes.Ilookedaway.



Lisa:chomi,ndiyayaziuyamthandauSnezbut

izodlulalentosuyifakaentliziywenikakhulu.(Iknow

youloveSnezbutthiswillpasstoo,don’ttakeitto

heart)

Sindy:Nankulosathanaesiza.(Herecomesthe

satan/devil)

Me:uba?(who?)

Sindy:Lusanda.

Lisa:hayuyaphikengoku?(Whereisshegoing

now?)

Sindy:haysiyalingwaguys.(we’rebeingtested

guys)

Lisa:ndizom’moerakemnakeandinakwaxesha

lohlekanaye.(I’llbeatthehelloutofher,Idon’t

havetimetolaughwithheratall)

Itookadeepbreath…Ihadn’trealizedhowmuchI

washurtuntilIheardthegossipinthegirlstoilets.

Thatshithithard.



Lusanda:guys…

Therewastotalsilence.

Lusanda:GuysandinayangauSinethemba,wejust

wentoutforfun.Like…akhontoiqhubekayo

phakathikwethu.(GuysIamnotdatingSinethemba,

there’snothinggoingonbetweenthetwoofus)

Lisa:Didyouhearyourselfsayingyoujustwentout

forfun?

Lusanda:eweLisa,fun.(yesLisa,fun)

Lisa:Soyougoaroundwithpeople’sboyfriendsfor

fun?SeriouslyLusanda?

Lusanda:Itwasharmlessfun,whycan’tyouguys

getthat?

Sindy:harmlessfungqibanibizanebabykoo

Facebook?Thesameguyyouhadharmlessfun

withtoldhisgirlfriendthathe’sgoingto



Grahamstownyetyoupostedapicturewithhimat

somestupidpark.Youcallthatharmlessfun?

Lisa:sheknewthatbecauseebetshilouCasskwa

Friday.(CassdidmentionthatonFriday)

Me:Lusanda,ndcelausinikeispace.(Pleasegiveus

somespace)

Lusanda:haibochomi!

Me:haydon’tchomime,infactherecomesyour

baby,goandhavearepeatofharmlessfunwith

him.Mkhaw’leleengekafikitorhwana(Pleasemeet

himhalfwaybeforehegetshere)

Lusanda:hayCassandrawhyareyoubeingchildish?

It’snotlikeyo-

Shedidn’tneedtosaymore,wayilahlaimpamau

Lisakhanya(Liskahanyaslappedthelightsoutof

herbrains)IscreamedonherbehalfasIjumpedto

grabLisawhowasalreadyrollinguphersleeves,

Lusandahadthenervetowanttofightback,she

camechargingatusbutwasmetbySindy’sfist



thatsentherflyingtothegreengroundbehindher

stupidass.Bynowthespotwasovercrowdedby

theschoolkidscheeringon.Ilookedupandsaw

SinethembehelpingLusandagetupandthattore

meupevenmore,howcouldhedothat,I’mright

here.Whywouldheratherhelpherinstead?I

swallowedmyprideandpulledLisawhowasnow

morevocalandcussing,SIndygrabbedourbags

andfollowedusasweleftthescene.Iheard

footstepsbehindus,andthenatapontheshoulder

accompaniedbya“babycantalk”IletgoofLisa’s

hand,turnedandgavehimonehelluvaklap.Icould

seetheshockinhiseyesandnowtherewastotal

silencearoundus…

Me:Imadethiseasyforyou,letuspretendlikewe

don’tknoweachother.Thatshouldbeeasy,but

nooo,youwanttomakeafooloutofmeright?

Sine:Andizokuncamakodwamnababy.(I’mnot

gonnagiveup)

Lisa:uzozikhabisangathikengoku(Youwanttobe



beatenbyus)

Sine:ungenaphiwenaLisakhanya?(Wheredoyou

fitinhereLisakhanya?)

Lisa:DoyouwantmetoshowyouwheredoIfitin?

Really?

Sine:justmindyoudamnbusinessmfethu.

Lisa:Cassandraismydamnbusiness,youshould

bemindingLusanda…she’sbleeding.

Sindy:andyou’rebleedingtoo.

Hetouchedhisnoseandsawblood,Ijustchuckled

andwalkedaway.

Hewasn’tworthmytimeanymore,yeswedatedfor

twoyearsandneverhadsexbuthesaidhe

understoodwhenItoldhimIwasn’tready,hesaid

he’dwait.Lusandawasnotavirginkeanyway

maybehegotthegoodsfromher…andsheknewI

wasn’tgivinghimanybecausefriendsdiscuss

thesethingsamongstthemselves.Right?



Iswiftlymovedonfromtwowastedyearsofmylife

justlikethat,theyonlyfullydisclosedtheir

relationshipafewmonthslaterandbythenshe

wasnolongerourfriend.Itdidn’tlastthough,I

mean,theydatedfortherestofthatyearonly,after

thathechangedprovinces.Whenheleft,hebegged

tomeetmeandIonlygavehimachancemaybe

becauseIkindofneededclosureastowhyhe

wouldhurtmelikethat…

WemetatSpur,Ihadmyownmoneytopayfor

whateveritwasthatIwasgoingtoeat…Igotthere

thirtyminutesbeforehimandorderedashakeasI

waited.Hegotthereandorderedhimselforange

juice…

Me:okay,we’rehere.What’sup?

Sine:canIjustsaythatIneverstoppedlovingyou.

Me:noted.

Sine:Iwantedtoapologizetoyou,ndiyazaziukuba

ndaakukhathazangalantondayenzayonechomi

yakhosondcelaundixolele.(IknowwhatIdidwith



yourfriendhurtyoubadlysoIpleadthatyou

forgiveme)

Ididn’trespond…

Sine:Iuhm…Iknowitwilltaketimeforyoutodo

thatsoIwillnotpush.

Me:whydidyoudoit?That’sallIwannaknowright

now,why?

Sine:AndiyaziCassandra,and’funinobendiqamba

amabalindikuxokisa.(Idon’tknowCassandra,I

don’tevenwannalietoyoubymakingupstories)

Me:isshemorebeautiful?Morefuntobearound

with?Whatisit?There’sgottobesomething.

Heranhishandoverhisface…

Me:didsheofferyousex?Isthatwhat’shardto

confess?

Sine:yes.



Me:wow!

Thewaitresscametotakeourorder…Iordered

Buffalowingsandheorderedthespecialoftheday.

Sine:I’msorry…Igotweakatthetemptation.Iwon’t

evengototheFacebookpost…Ifeelsoashamed.

Me:eightmonthslater,youfeelsoashamed?

Sine:Iwantedtoexplaintoyoubutyounevergave

meachance…understandably.

Me:youshouldhavetexted.Andithiyoutexted

whenyouwantedustomeettoday?

Sine:Iknow…look,we’reherenow.

Me:andIwonderwhy.

Sine:IwantedtoapologizeandtellyouthatI’m

leavingtheEC.

Me:oh.

Sine:yeah…souhm,bendingafuniuhambeuyiva



ngabantuoruyibonekwisocialmedia.(Ididn’twant

youtoseemydepartureonthesocialmediaorasa

hear-say).

Me:uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing?)

Sine:I’mgoingtoKZN…willcontinuehighschool

kwelacalaandmaybestartVarsitythereaswell

Me:kay…goodluck.Iguess.

Sine:thankyou.

Aftereating,hepaidforbothofusthenourpaths

separated.Itwasn’tlongafterwedepartedwhenhe

sentmeatext“thankyouformeetingup,Ifeelalot

lighternowandIwishyouallthebest”Ijustreplied

witha“thanks”anddeletedhisnumber,hewas

alreadyblockedeverywhereelse.Afterthatmeetup,

Ineverheardfromhimagain.

[06/26,14:40] :#Cassandra_04

BacktoPE,wewentouttoBlueWatersCaféfora



lightsnackandjustalilchill,Quewasforeveron

herphoneandIonlyunderstoodwhenanAMG

pulledupoutsidewaxhuma,waphuma(Shejumped

andleftthebuilding).IlookedatLisa,shejust

shruggedandsmiledathercocktail…

Lisa:Southeniubhutiwakho?(Sowhatdidyour

brothersay?)

Me:hedidn’tsaymuch,hejuststockedupmy

pantryqha.

Lisa:akumnandi.(Hownice)

Sips:nankuebuyauQue.(Here’sQuecomingback)

Welookedup…

Que:Masambeniguys(Let’sgoguys)

Me:wherearewegoingto?

Que:zangeungabinamibuzokanenewena(You

alwayshavequestions)



Me:haybogirl,sozeuveleuthimakuhanjwe

ungasixelelibasiyaphiasizontsanakaloku.(you

cannotjusttellustogowithouttellinguswhere

we’regoing)

Que:khanithethenayebethuna.(someoneplease

talktoher)

Everyonegrabbedtheirbagsandwalkedout,I

followed,mumbling.It’sasifeveryoneknewwhere

weweregoingexceptforme.Wegotinsidethecar

anddrovetoBlackbeardsRestaurantinBrookesHill

thenlaterweweretakentoCheersRevueBarto

beginwiththenightlife.PastelevenIwasalready

tiredandItoldLisathatndifunaugoduka(Iwantto

gohome)butshekeptondismissingmesoIjust

calledacabandleftthemphaya(there)without

tellingthemthatI’mgoinghome.Following

morning,Iwokeupfeelingallkindsofhungover.

Musthavebeenthemixingandmatchingofthe

adultbeverages…Isatoutsidebaskingonthesun

listeningtomyneighbor’smusic…laterinthe

afternoonIgotmessagesfrommyfriendsasking



formywhereabouts,Iignoredthem.Totally.

OnlySisipholiterallycametocheckuponme

seeingthatndimkebesamandelwekukonwaba(I

leftwhiletheywerestillhavingfun)theprevious

night,shecalledsayingIshouldopenthegatefor

herandIdid.ShejoinedmeonthetowelthatIhad

laidonthefloorsangqengqanamanziwethu

abandayo(welaydownwithajugofcoldwater)

Me:nimnkeninipha?(whattimedidyouguys

leave)?

Sips:afteryouleftndiyendemnkanam,ndabashiya

phaya.(Ileftrightafteryou,leftthemthere)

Me:yhuhayguysninghamanxilashame.(ya’llare

drunkardsshame)

Sips:yilandodakaQaqambabro,uyankalalabhuti.

(It’sQaqamba’sboyfriend,thatguyisastocker)

Me:I’mjustgladthathedidn’tbringhisfriends,

besizobazitargetszowin’wa.(weweregonnabe



targetsforthemtowin)

Sips:ulate…ndimkexazifikayoezotshomizakhe

mna,ndazimelamtshana.Yhungekhe.(you’relate,I

leftattheirarrival,Iactuallysnuckout.)

Iburstintolaughter…cababekubudget’wengathi

(apparentlytheyhadhadusintheirdeviousplans).

Wespentmostofthedayjustbingingonjunkfood

andbaskingonthesununtillatethensheleft.

Twoweekslater,again,wewentoutwithQue’s

boyfriendandthistimearoundhebroughthisentire

squadalongndavelandahlekelangaphakathi(Ijust

laughedfromwithin).Zathengaezachap

yamnyamaitafileyethu(theboughtallkindsof

alcoholforus),oneofthemwhoshowedinterestin

meintroducedhimselfasTyson(whatanoldname)

ndambonafuthibauyandigadaaphondiya

ngakhona(Inoticedthathewaskeepinganeyeon

me,everycornerIturn,he’sthere).Itookmysling

bagandgrabbedLisa’shand,pullinghertowards

theladiesroom



Lisa:you’rehurtingmywristCassandra!

Me:hewethu,niwathembisentonilamadodaenu?

(whathaveyouguyspromisedyourmen?)

Lisa:uthethaukuthiniamadodaethu?Ndinendoda

elaphamna?(Whatdoyoumeanourmen?DoI

haveamanhere?)

Igaveherasternlook…shetookadeepbreathin,

exhaledandlookedatmewithashrug.

Lisa:theyareharmlessCass,theyjustwannahave

fun.

Me:pleasegivemethedefinitionoffunbecauseI

haveagrownassmanfollowingbehindmethe

entiretimehere.

Lisa:ishemakingyouuncomfortable?

Me:duh?

Lisa:thentellhimhemuststopfollowingyou



around,easy.

Me:hehLisakhanya?!

Shechuckledandleftmeinthere…Icussedand

cussed,appliedlipbalmandthenwalkedoutlike

nothinghappened.Xandifikakwathiwakuyahanjwa

kuyiwaelok’shini,hayndayiqondanjeukuba

andizolungakemnake(UponmyarrivalIwastold

thatwe’rechanginglocation,Iknewimmediately

thatIwasn’tgonnabepartofthis).Itwasalready

past01:00amsosiyaphikwilokishizaseBhayi?

Siyothini?(Wherearewegoing?Whatfor?)Sisipho

andItriedtoprotestbuttheytriedtoconvinceus

thatbazosigodusak’qalathenkebahambe(they’ll

takeushomefirstthenthey’llcontinuetowherever

theyweregoing)noLisanoQuewhowereactually

fed-upwithusbynow.Kwangenwaemotweni…

yaqhuma,(wegotintothecar,andwedroveoff)I

noticedafterfifteenminutesthatactually

asigoduswaapha9we’renotbeingtakenhome),I

feltmychestclosingin.



Me:haiboQueIthoughtyourboyfriendsaid

kuzoqalwangathi(we’llbethefirstonestobe

droppedoff)?

Que:haywethuchomikuzobekwathinathen

ayonibekauTyson(nofriend,we’llfirstbedropped

offthenTysonwilltakeyouguyshome).

Me:butthat’snotwhatweagreedon,ngenisuke

nasiyekasazihambelamos(ya’llshouldhavejust

letusfindourownwayhome).

Que:haiboCass,nizogoduswa(you’llbetaken

home).Chill.

Tyson:relax’erbabygirl,I’lltakeyouhome.

Ibitmytonguendizobathukaxabedibene(swearat

bothofthem)…wedroppedthem(Lisa,Queandtwo

otherguys)offandthenLuthandosuggestedItake

thefrontpassengerseatbecausehewantedto

haveamomentwithSisipho,akavumatuuSisipho

sohegaveupandjoinedhisfriendinthefront



passengerseat.Irememberuspassingthrough

KwamagxakiandthenIfocusedonmyphone,next

thing,Ijustlookuprealizingthatwe’reonthe

highestspeedandbynowweshouldhaveatleast

arrivedkwaSisipho..

Me:TysonwhataredoingkuN2?Aren’tyou

supposedtobetakingushome?

Sips:N2?Haibo?

Sheloweredherwindowandtriedpeepingoutside

butthecarwasjusttoofastIsawherrollingitback

upandlookingatmeinfear.Tysonwabeethe

cwaka(wasjustquiet).

Me:Tyson?

Luthando:canyoushutup?

Me:shutup?Hehbethuna,nisisaphi(whereareyou

takingus)?



Luthando:TyyoubettershutthisbitchuporI’lldoit

myself.

Me:Tyson?

Luthandoturnedupthevolume…Ipanickedand

textedLisaandQue,sentthemourlocationbut

abaphendula(theydidn’trespond).Icouldfeel

Sisiphoshakingrightnexttome,Icouldn’ttextmy

brothersbecause…ndizothibendifunantonie

clubbininamadodaamadalakangaka

endingawaziyo(whatwillsay?Whyinthefirstplace

wasIinaclubwitholdmenthatIactuallydon’t

know)?AftersomedrivingInoticedShamwari

PrivateGamereservesoIsentthelocationagainto

bothlamantombazana(thesegirls),Iwashoping

thatatleastwhateverhappenstous,withthese

locationstheywillhavesomethingtogivetothe

policesoastotraceorwhereabouts.Afteranhour

25/30minuteswefoundourselvesinGrahamstown.

Tyson:we’regoingtothegaragenow,don’tmake



anyfunnystuff.

Luthando:ufunantoniegaragebekuthwelemoto

igcwelenje?(whatdoyouatthegarage,wewere

toldthecarisfueledup)

Tyson:theymightneedabathroom,comeon.

Luthando:uzakunyayaziwenangutaKhiro.(you’re

gonnagetyourselfintroublewithTaKhiro)

SajongananoSisipho(weeyedeachother)…they

decidedthatLuthandomustgoinaloneandbuyus

waterandsnacksthensizochama(we’llpee)along

theroadxasesimnkilekulegarage(afterwe’veleft

thegarage).Sisiphostartedcrying…therewasnot

evenonepetrolattendantonsightkwakuloTotal

sikuye…

Me:nisisaphiTyson?WhoistaKhiro?Atleastyou

guysoweusthatmuch,whereareyoutakingus?

Tyson:that’snotimporta-

Sips:hayfokofmansigoduse!



Helockedthedoorswathula…Imovedforward

frommyseatjustsoIcouldseehisface.

Me:niyosithengisa?(areyougoingtosellus)

Tyson:no.

Me:thenwhatthehellisgoingon?

Tyson:throwingtantrumsain’tgonnahelpanyone

ofyou,justgoalongwiththeplan.Ifyougeta

chancethere,runforyourlife.

Me:ifwegetachancewherekaloku?Whereare

youtakingus?

Tyson:we’regoingtoKatberg,fromthereIdon’t

know.

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?

Tyson:it’sajob…I’msorry.

Me:I’mcallingthecops.

Tyson:youshouldhavecalledthecopsngoku



besiseBhayi(whilewewereinPE),fromhere

onwardsallthecopsareunderKhiro’spayroll.And

anyway,yourphonesaredisconnectedsoyou

won’tbeabletocallanyfamilymembers.

Me:Idon’tcare,I’mcallingthemanyway.

Tyson:alright,haveityourway.

Idialedmybrotheranditcutoff,Sisiphowasalso

tryingkwelakheicala(onherside)butalltonoavail.

LuthandogotinthecarwhileIwasexplainingtothe

policewomanonmyphoneukubakwenzekantoni

(whatwashappening)andIcouldtellthatshe

wasn’tinterestedbutItoldhereverything,sentmy

familyamessage.I’dratherhavethemknownow,

theycanshoutatmelateron.
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Wesomewhatgaveupandjustcuddledeachother

insilence,mybatterywasdyingsoIturnedmy

phoneoffwiththehopethatwhenIswitchiton



againitwouldbeonebarup.Lateroninthewee

hoursofthemorningwegottoKatbergEcoGolf

EstateandHotel,weweretakentoahousethathad

otherladiesinitandtheyhadalcohol,okapipes

andallthatyoucanthinkof.Luthandotookustoa

room,justclosedthedoorandwalkedaway.

Sips:didhelockthedoor?

Me:nope.

Sips:sihlelelintoni?Masambemfondinisigoduke.

(Whyarewestillhere?Let’sgohome)

Me:golookoutsideSisipho,we’reinthemiddleof

nowhere,sizoqhweshasithisiyaphi?(Evenifwerun

away,wherewillwerunto?)

Sips:sizoyae(wewillgotothe)reception

Cassandraandgethelp,comeon!

Ijustremovedmyshoesndakhwelaebhedini

ndalala(gotinbedandslept)…surelyoneofthose

girlsmusthavewantedtogobackhome,surelyone



ofthemmusthavetriedsomethingandfailed.Iwas

tiredfromallthetraveling,tryingtoescaperight

nowwouldn’tbeprofitableatall…Ididn’thavethe

strengthandSisiphowasasleephalfthetripsoshe

hadtheenergybutdidshehavetheescapeplan?I

feltherjoiningmeinbedthenIblackedout,onlyto

bewokenupbysomeoneopeningthewindowsand

lettingthesunin.Isatup,rubbingmyeyesandsaw

alady…beautifulandinherthirties,shesmiledand

lookedatme

Lydia:Hi…there’swarmwaterinthebathroom,go

takeabathIbroughtyourfood.

Me:whencanwegohome?

Lydia:Iwouldn’tknow,Iwasinstructedtohelpya’ll

getcomfortable.

Me:instructed?

Shenod.



Me:bywhom?Whoinstructedtheotherguysto

bringushere?

Lydia:Iamnotsupposedtohaveanyconversation

withyou,pleasejustgetup,bathandeat.

Me:okay,okay.Pleasetellmewhyarewehere?

Whataretheygonnadotous?

Shesighed…

Lydia:IguessLuthandodidn’tfillyouin,you’re

gonnabemules.

Me:mulesasindrugmules?

Lydia:yep,butyourleadingladywillonlybehereat

twelvesoI’dsuggestyoutakeabathandtryto

havealittlesomethinginyourstomachsbeforeshe

getshereorelseshewon’tallowyoutoeat

anythingfortherestoftheday.

Thenshewalkedout,IshookSisiphotowakeup.



Sips:mh?Siphi?

Me:doesn’tmatter…kuthwasizobazimules.(They

saywe’regonnabemules)

Sips:iimules?

Ilookedather…figuredthathermindisonlywaking

upnowcozshecannotnotknowwhatmulesare.

Sips:ohfuckno!NO!

Me:it’stimewestartstrategizingkesisi.

Sips:hayiniooQaqamba!

Me:youthinktheyknew?

Sips:youcanneverdateadrugdealerandnot

knowthathe’sadrugdealerCassandra,obviously

sheknew.

Me:butLisawouldn’tsellusoutlikethat.

Sips:howlonghaveyouknownher?BecauseI



knowQaqambawoulddoalmostanythingfor

money.

Me:I’vebeenfriendswithLisasincethefirstyearof

highschool…shewouldn’tdothistome.

WejuststaredateachotherforaminutethenIjust

headedtowardsthebathroom,therewasabathtub

andashowersoIoptedfortheshower.Sisipho

walkedinandranthebathinsilence,Idon’tknow

whybutimmediatelywhenthewarmwaterhiton

backIfeltvulnerable.SoIcried.Atleastcryingin

theshowerwouldn’tbeasignofweaknessevento

Sisipho,shewouldn’tnotice.ThroughoutthenightI

feltlikeIhadtobethestrongerone,butrightatthat

moment,Ijustcouldn’tbestronganymore.Wehad

reportedthistothepolicebutnoonehadcometo

ourrescue?Ourfriendswerenotcheckinguponus,

wellthatwasn’tmuchofasurprisesincetheyonly

checkuponanyonewhenit’stimetogooutbut

nowthiswasalldifferent.Ididsendthemour

locationsthroughoutthedrive,Ididtextthemwhat

washappening,whynowdidn’ttheyatleastget



backtous?Yesmyphonewasstilloff…ifIstillhad

one.Thethoughtofnothavingaphonestruck!Iran

fromtheshowertothebedroomandsearchedfor

myphoneanditwasn’ttheresoIwentbackto

Sisipho

Me:haveyouseenyourphonetoday?

Sips:uhm,Ididn’tcheck.Why?

Me:myphoneisnotinmybag.

Sips:soze!(never)

Me:I’mserious,Iputittherebeforewegotherebut

nowit’snotinmybag.

Shegotoutofthewaterandwenttolookforher

ownphone,anditwasn’tthere.Obviouslythey

searchedourbagswhileweweresleeping.We

stoodtherelookingateachother,Isighedandwent

backtothebathroom,grabbedatowelanddried

myselfup,grabbedanotheroneandwenttoeat.



Sips:whatifthefoodisdruggedalready?

Me:theywannamakeusmules,whywouldthey

drugourfood?

Sips:whyareyousocalmaboutthis?

Me:pleasetellmehowisnotbeingcalmgonna

helpus?

Sips:you’renoteventryingCassandra,atleasttry

tolookstressedorsomething.

Me:soyouthinkI’mnotstressedbecauseunlike

youI’mnotcrying?YouthinkI’menjoyingthis?You

thinkI’mhappybeingherewithoutmyphonetocall

mybrothers,withnooneathomeknowingmy

whereabouts?YouthinkI’mokaywiththat?Really?

Shejustlookedatmeandtearsrolleddownher

puffyface,Ijustatethefoodinsilence.Lydiacame

backwithclothesforustowear…Sisiphojumped

upandwenttoher

Sips:pleasehelpusescapesisiplease.



Lydia:heyhey,letgoofmyarm.

Sips:whyareyouhelpingthesepeopleexploit

younggirls?

Lydia:ufikanjesew’bonaabantuabaexpoilt’wayo?

Awuzolastaaphawena.(You’vejustarrivedand

you’realreadyseeingexploitation?You’renotgonna

behereforlong)

Sips:good,thentakemebackhome.Please.

Lydia:Uyotyanini?(Whenareyougonnaeat?)

Sips:whathappenedtoyourconscious?Huh?Are

younotawoman?Someone’sdaughterorsister?

Lydia:whenyougetyourfirstpaycheckyouwill

understand.Nowladies,bequick,someoneneeds

tocleanupthisroom…hereareyourclothes.

Thenshewalkedout,whenIwasdoneeatingIwent

tochooseamongstthebagthatshehadputonour

bedandtomysurprise,Isawmyownclothes,like…

MYclothesthatIhadleftbackinmyroom.Ilooked

atSisiphowhowasnoweating.



Sips:what?

Me:theyuhm,theymusthaveaccessedourrooms

whilewewereintheclub.Ithink.

Sips:whatdoyoumean?

Me:comeandsee.

Shegotandcametostandrightnexttome,she

grabbedherjacketandlookedatmeindismay.

Thenshebegandiggingferociouslyinthebagthat

containedourclothes.Ijustwaited,feeling

defeatedattherealizationthatourownfriends

couldhavelegitgotushere.Thatwastheonly

explanation.HowelsewouldtheyknowwhereI

lived?AtleastSisipholivedwithQuebutmna?And

howthehelldidtheygetin?Mylandlordisthe

strictestpersonI’vecomeacrossinmyentirelife…

phew!

Me:theysoldusoutforreal.



Sips:yhu!

Isatonthecornerofthebedtryingsohardnotto

crybutIwasfailingmyself…itfeltlikealavawas

goingupmytracheaclosingmeupforbreathing.

OnelookatSisiphoandIbrokedownaswell,Ihad

lostallhoperightthatmoment.

[06/26,14:40] :#Cassandra_06

Afteramomentoftruth,truthofuncertainty,I

gatheredmycourageandstartedgettingdressed.

TheywereMYclothesattheendoftheday,I

wouldn’tbespendingthedayuncomfortablein

someoneelse’sclothes,theclothesbelongedtome.

Itookblackskinnyjeans,matchinglongsleeved

vestandanoversizedlongerlengthhoodiethatI

hadstolenfrommybigbrotherwhenIwasleaving

homeforvarsity.IchosemainlybecauseIwanted

toconsolemyself,secondly,becauseitcoveredmy

behind.Didn’twantthesepsychostobegawkingat

me.IthenwaitedforSisiphotobedonethenwe



openedthedoorandwalkedoutside,thiswasno

oneonsight,notevenLydia.Wetookawalk,Imean,

theareawasbeautifulyesbutIwasconsidering

whatSisiphosaidearlier.Gettinghelpfromthe

reception.

Me:trytocomposeyourself,wedon’tknowifthey

arealsounderthesepeople’spayroll.

Sips:sure.

Wewalkeduntilwesawthereceptionrondavel,

walkedinandwentstraighttotheladybehindthe

computer…

Anna:goodmorning,howcanIhelpyou?

Me:uhmgoodmorningma’am,canIusethephone?

Please.

Anna:sure,here.



ShegavemethephoneandIdialedmybrother,one

ringandheanswered

Lionel:hello?

Me:bhuti…ndiyakudinga,ndisengxakini

andizokwaziuthethaisidalakodwaukubaunokwazi

ndicelauleqeuzeeKartberg.

Lionel:kuninindikufounela,wenzantoniapho?

Iclearedmythroat,Annastoodupandwalkedout

toasideofficenearherdesk.

Me:it’salongstorybutwe’rekindofkidnappedand

weheardthatsizokwenziwaiimules.

Lionel:haiboCassandra!Okay…ndiyeza.

Me:ungaziwedwa,Idon’tthinkkusafeapha.AndI

havetogo…loveyou,bye.



IhungupjustasAnnareturnedtoherdesk…

Me:thankyouverymuchma’am.

Anna:you’rewelcome,enjoyyourstay.

Me:thankyou.

Ismiledandwalkedout…wewalkedabitfaster,

onlystoppedwherewesawsomethinglikeasmall

pondandwesatdown.

Sips:ishecoming?

Me:that’swhathesaid,butIdon’tthinkthey’llkeep

ushereforlong.

Sips:youthinkwe’llbetakensomewhereelse?

Me:yeah…Ijusthopetheydon’tgolookingforus.I

fearwhattheymightdotous.

Sips:yho…Ioncereadthatwhensuchcases

happen,tobeonthesafesideyoumustcooperate



untilyouseeachancetorunawayorgethelp.But

nottomakeittooobvious.

Me:yeah…let’sgo.

Westartedwalkedbacktoour“house”and

everyonewasscatteredinsearch,Lydiaspottedus

first,Isawhertellingoftheperfectlybuildguys.He

whistledandtheneveryonestoppedandlookedat

him,hedidsomethingwithhisheadtheneveryone

walkedinside…SisiphoandIlookedateachother

asweslowlywentclosertothehousethatwasnow

fullofpeople.

Me:let’sstayhere,iftheyneedusthey’llcallus.

Wesatdownonthegreengrass…

Luthandowalkedoutandlookedatusindisgust.

Luthando:nivelaphi?(Wheredoyoucomefrom?)



Weignoredhim…

Luthando:Sisiphondiyathethaandinyi,nivelaphi?

(I’mtalkingtoyou,wheredoyoucomefrom?)

Sips:silaphamosngoku.(Weareherenow)

Luthando:don’tyoufuckengivemethatattitude.

Sips:orwhat?Huh?Whatareyougonnado?

Wayilahlaimpama(heslappedher)andIjumped

withahalf-screambackwardsinshock.Lydiacame

outrunningandgrabbedhisarmwhileIgrabbed

Sisiphondamrhuqatotheothersideofthelawn

whereshejustsobbed.

Me:Ithoughtweweregonnacooperate?

Sips:fuckthat!Iwannagohome.

Me:okay,gohomethen.



Shelookedatme,Ishrugged.Twoguyscameout

tous,grabbedourarmsandpulledusinsidethe

house,therewereaboutfifteenothergirlsandthey

wereeitherourageorabitolderbutnoneofthem

lookedolderthan25.Anolderwomanwasinthe

center,givinginstructions…asweweretossed

insidelikegarbagebags,shestoppedtalkingand

lookedatus.

LadyK:ah,thesnobsareback.Let’sclaphandsfor

them.

Theyclappedhandsforus…Iwantedtopuke.

LadyK:mynameisKhanyisaandIwillbeyour

leader,commanderinchiefandyourmomma.But

ofcourse,youcancallmeLadyK

Wejustlookedather…



LadyK:whatareyournamesbabies?

Wekeptquiet…

Shelaughed,lookingaroundateveryonethenback

atus.

LadyK:youdon’twannatalk?Alright,IthinkIcan

getyoutotalk.Richie?

Ayoungercoloredguycamerunningtoherwithan

electroshocker,shemerelycommandedhimwitha

head-signalandhewasrightbehindme.Ifeltagrip

aroundmyribsandimmediatelyscreamedasthat

sentelectricalvibesthroughoutmyentirebody,she

musthaveagain,commandedhimtostopbecause

hedidbutnowIwasinsomuchpainIwasliterally

acryingmess.

LadyK:arewereadytotalk?

Sips:mynameisSisipho.

Ladyk:thatwasn’tdifficultnow,wasit?



Sips:noma’am.

LadyK:baby,callmeLadyK.

Sips:LadyK.

Shenodwithasmile,cametosquatrightinfrontof

meandliftedmychin.

LadyK:youthinkyou’reatoughcookietocrack,

don’tyou?

Ijustlookedather,mywholebodyshivering.

LadyK:okay,let’strysomethingelse.

Lydia:Khanyisathere’snoneedforthat,I’llhandle

her.

LadyK:oh,soyou’regonnatellMEhowtodoMY

jobnow?

Lydia:Khanyisa.

LadyK:wow!Okaymadamhandler,takeher.



Lydiaofferedherhand,Itookitandstoodupasshe

walkedmeoutside,Iremovedthehoodieandlay

mybackonthegreengrass.

Lydia:youokay?

Inod

Lydia:pleasetrytocooperate,shedoesn’tplaynice.

Me:IjustwannagohomeLydia.

Lydia:Iknowthat,butyou’reherenow.Youhaveto

cooperatewithherorshecanandwillmakeyour

lifealivinghell.

Atroopofbigmachines(cars)stoppedandalotof

guyscamerunningtowardsthehouse,Lydialeft

methereIwassooutofthis.Nextthing,aguy

comesoutofthewalksuptome.

Guy:pleasecomewithme,thebigbosswantsto



talktoyou.

Isighedandfollowedhimtothecar,Idon’tknow

why.HeopenedthedoorIjuststoodthere,hegave

mealittleshovesoIjustgotinsideandsatinthe

darknessofthisbigcarthatsmeltofrichleather.

TaKhiro:Uright?

Ilookedaround,Icouldn’tevenseenalomntu

ebeyondibiza(thepersonwhowenttocallme).It

waspitchblackinsidethere,Istartedfeeling

anxious,IfeltmychestclosinginandIwas

breathingheavilyinoverasecond.

TaKhiro:Cassandra?

Me:huh?

TaKhiro:uright?(areyouokay?)

Me:uhm,no.

TaKhiro:utheni?(what’swrong)

Me:Iwanttogohome…please.



Thenhewentsilent.Iwasalreadytearingup,Iwas

actuallysilentlycrying.

Me:hello?

TaKhiro:I’mstillhere.

Me:Areyougonnatakemehome?

TaKhiro:convincemewhyIshould.

Itookadeepbreathin…andout.

Me:enkosingempahlazam(thankyouformy

clothes)andthefoodbutIdon’tknowwhyyou

broughtmehereinthefirstplace,someonehas

alreadytakenmyphone,I’vebeenelectrocuted…in

factIhavejustrealizedthatIactuallydon’tknow

whatImustsayforyoutoreturnmetomyownlife.



Isighed…feelingdefeatedanddisappointedat

myselfthatIcouldn’tconvincethisguytotakeme

home,givenanopportunity.

TaKhiro:youdon’tknowwhattosay?

Me:canyoupleaseputthelighton?

TaKhiro:that’snotnecessary…doyouthinkyour

friendwillbehappyifyougohomeandleaveher

behind?

Me:YoumeanIcan’tleavewithher?

TaKhiro:well…You’rebothherebecauseyouhave

jobstocarryout.Ican’tjustletgoofbothofyouat

once.

Me:whatjobs?

TaKhiro:doyouthinkyourfriendwillbehappyif

yougohomeandleaveherbehind?

Me:Idon’tknow…butIknowshewantstogohome

too.

TaKhiro:soifshedoesn’tgo,youwon’tgo?



Itookamomentandreflectedonthatquestion…

Sisiphowasjusttoofragiletobeleftalonehere.

Sheneededme,weneededeachothernowmore

thanever.WhatkindoffriendwouldIbeifIlefther

hereallalone?HowdifferentwouldIbefromoo

Que?

Me:No.

TaKhiro:okay…suityourself.

Nextthing,thedooropenedandIwasonceagain

escortedtoanothercarbutnoweveryonewas

goingtoit.Ididn’tevengetachancetoseewhere

Sisiphowasbecausetherewerealotofthem

handcuffedandankle-cuffedgoingtothecars

behindtheoneIjustcameoutof.Isatdownand

lookedateverybody,theydidn’tseemaspetrified

asIwasbutyoucouldseetheuncomfortability.

Thedoorwasclosedandthedriverstartedthecar,

Sipswasn’tintherewithus,shemusthavebeenin



theothercars…ohwell,wewereprobablygoingto

thesameplaceanyway.

[06/26,14:41] :#Cassandra_07

Werodeinsilenceforabouttwohoursthenthe

carsstopped,someonecametoopentheonewe

werein…

Guy:Cassandra?

Ilookedup

Guys:followme.

Igotupandfollowedhim,heclosedthedoorand

thecardroveonwhilewewentbacktothecarthatI

satinearlieronwhenTaKhirowantedtospeakto

me.ThedooropenedsoIgotinasinstructedby

thisguy,heclosedthedoorandwenttothefront

passengerseat,Isatdowninthatdarknessasthe

cardroveonsmoothlyuntilthisguydecidedto



speakup.

TaKhiro:Feelingbetter?

Me:I’mthirsty.

TaKhiro:there’swaternexttoyourseat.

Me:couldyoukindlyputthelighton?

TaKhiro:couldyoukindlyloweryourrighthandand

takethebottleofwaternexttoyourseat?

Isighedandreachedforthesealedbottleofwater,

drankhalfofit,murmuredathankyouthenwaited

forhimtospeakupagain.

TaKhiro:yourbrotherwaslate.

Me:huh?

TaKhiro:youcalledyourbrothertocomerescue

you,hewaslate.Hewon’tfindusnorwillhefinda

trailevenifhetriestotrackusdown.



Me:whosaidIcalledmybrother?

Helaughed,thatirritatingdevilshlaughter.

Thenheclickedontosomething,Irecognized

Sisipho’svoiceimmediately.Ugirl,toldthem

everything,ImeanEVERYTHING!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Icouldn’t

believemyears,shetoldthemhowwesneakedout

andwenttothereception,howItoldhertoactcalm

andcalledmybrothertocomefetchus.That

damnedbitchsoldmeout,shewasalsogiventhe

opportunitytogohomeandshetookit.Icouldn’t

believemyearswhenshesaid“I’drathergohome”

whenaskedaboutmeshedidn’thesitatetosay“I’m

sureshe’llbefine”myjawdropped.

TaKhiro:youcallsuchpeopleyourfriends?

Me:Iwanttobelieveyoufabricatedthis,Sisipho

wouldneverdothistome.

TaKhiro:JustlikeQaqambawouldneversellyou

out?



Me:wait,youknowQue?

TaKhiro:whatdoyouthink?

Ohmyflip!

Sotrulyspeaking,Quesoldusouttothisguy?

Me:howlonghaveyouknownher?

TaKhiro:fiveyearsnow.

Me:wow.Ifeelsostupid,sonaïve,sotrusting.

TaKhiro:youarenotstupidbutyouarenaïve.

Me:wow.

Isuddenlyfeltsick…somehowheseemedtobethe

onlypersonIcouldtrustwithmyliferightnow.

Thereweresomanyothergirlsinherebutwhydid

heseemtodrawsomuchinterestonme?

Iclearedmythroat..



Me:sowhatareyougoingtodowithus?Me?Now

thatyouknowItriedtogetmyselfoutofhere?

TaKhiro:Ihaven’tthoughtthatfar,I’mstill

ponderingonyousacrificingyourownlifefor

someonewhodidn’teventhinktwicewhengiven

thesameopportunity.

Me:ndimuncukalokuthat’sclear.(I’mthedumb

one)

TaKhiro:unentliziyoentleTshawekazi,ntonje

ungqungwengabantuabangakunqweneleliokuhle

aphaebomini.(Youhaveagoodheart,justthat

you’resurroundedbypeoplewhodon’twishyou

wellinthislife)

Ilegitbelievedhim…haibouSips,njekanjalo?

(Justlikethat?)hereIwas,sacrificingmyownlife

sothatwecouldfighttogether,ontheotherhand

shetakesthefirstopportunitytogohome

WITHOUTME.Forhimtoevenknowmyclanname?

Or,Sisiphotoldhim?Orwait,Qaqamba?Hayini!



TaKhiro:Ineedafavorfromyou.

Me:Idon’tpromisetodoit.

TaKhiro:that’suptoyou.

Me:okay.

TaKhiro:Iwilldropyouoffatyourownhome,all

youhavetodoistonevermentionthisencounter.

Me:wait,you’lltakemehome?

TaKhiro:yes.

Me:whataboutSi-ohyouknowwhat,nevermind.

TaKhiro:that’stheattitudeIwant.Now,Iknow

uzobuzwakokwenuukubauvelaphiandwhyufike

nempahlaezimbalwa,yourbrotherwillalsoask

ukubaubuyothinieKatberg.NowIknowyourfamily

isgoingtoaskwhereyoucomefromandwhydid

youbringsuchasmallbag,yourbrotherwillalso

askwhatwereyoudoinginKatberg)Youneedto

comeupwithabelievablestory.

Me:youwantmetoprotectyou?

TaKhiro:noIwantyoutoprotectyourselfandyour



family,onceyoutellthemeverythingthatyousaw

hereobviouslybazofunaukuyoreport’a

emapoliseni(Theywillwanttoreportitatthepolice

station)andthenwhatdoyouthinkwillhappento

them?

Afterhesaidthat…IrememberedthatTysondid

mentionthatthisguyhaseverypolicestationinhis

payroll.Flip.Andthiswassochilledsayingthisas

ifhewasreassuringmethatsomethingwillmost

definitelyhappenifsomeonetriesreportingthis.

TaKhiro:It’salluptoyou,Iwon’tbeabletosave

youonceitgetsthere.

Me:canIaskonequestionplease?

TaKhiro:shoot.

Me:whyareyousavingme?

TaKhiro:youhaveagoodheart,andanyway

besingafuniwenabesifunauSisipho(wedidn’t

wantyou,wewantedSisipho).Youjusthappened



tobeattherightplace,wrongtime.

Me:wow.Thankyou…Iguess.

TaKhiro:don’tmentionit.

Thentherewastotalsilence…Iclosedmyeyesand

letthetearsrolldownmydryface,sothiscould

meanthatSisiphowasstillinoneofthosecars

because“besingafuniwenabesifunauSisipho”she

theycouldhavejustbeentrappingherwhenthey

askedheraboutgoinghome,theypossiblyjust

wantedtoseethedifferencebetweenthetwo

friends.Afteranothertwohoursofdriving,thecar

stoppedandIsatupinhalt.

Me:wherearewe?

TaKhiro:Ihaveorganizedacartotakeyouhome.

Me:anothercar?HowwillIknowthatit’snot

anotherkidnapping?

TaKhiro:youwon’tknow,butI’mtellingyouthatI

haveorganizedacartotakeyouhome.



Ipanicked…Ithoughthewastakingmehome.

TaKhiro:ordoyouwanttaxifare?

Thethoughtofbeingaroundmanypeopleand

noiseafterwhatwewentthroughthesepastfew

dayssoundedtraumatic.Andtheworstis,Ididn’t

knowwherewewere,atleastI’dsendmybrother

thelocationandhe’dcomefetchmerightnow,no

matterhowmadatmehewas.Hewillstillcome

through,thatIknowwithoutadoubt.

Me:canIcallmybrothertocomefetchmehere?

Where’smyphone?

TaKhiro:inyourbag,underyourseat.

Iopenedthedoor,steppedoutsideandliftedthe

seat,foundmybag,scratchedandfoundmyphone.

ItwasoffsoIturneditonandcalledmybrother.



Lionel:hehCassandrandilaphaeKatberg,uphi?

Kuthwakhangeabonweumntuonjengaweapha.

Me:weuhm,ndcelauzondithathaI’vebeendropped

offsomewhereelse.

Lionel:droppedoffbywho?

Me:Ican’ttalkrightnow,willyoubeabletocome?

Lionel:sendmeyourlocationandthistimeplease

bethere?You’rewastingmyfuelmfondini.

Me:thanksbhuti.

Hedroppedthecall…Iwasalreadyoutsidewithmy

bag,therewasnoreasonformetogobackintothat

caragain.Isentthelocationandgottheshockof

mylifetoseethatI’mactuallyatBarklyEast.Yhu

thatwaslike3ifnot4hoursfromKatberg.

TaKhiro:seeyouaround.

Me:Ihopenot.



TaKhiro:well,wewilldefinitelyseeeachother

again.Youcanbetonthat.

Iwatchedthedoorcloseandthedustthatfollowed

thecarasitvanished.Isatnexttotheroadfor

aboutthirtyfullminutesbeforeawhiteman

stoppedforme,askedwhoIwaswaitingforthenhe

saidhewasgoingsamewaymybrotherwouldbe

comingfromsohesaidlet’sgowewillmeetmy

brotherhalfway.Ijumpedatthat,heseemednice,

betterthatthansittingkwampenge-mpengeand

waitingallalone.SothistimeIcommunicatedwith

mybrotherallthewaytillwegottoLadyFrereand

thewhiteguydroppedmeoffandwentabouthis

way,thirtymoreminutesthenmybrothercameto

fetchme.Hedidn’tsaymuchasIexpected,hejust

drovehomeinsilence.WhenIgothome,therewas

noonewhichwasgood,Iwentstraighttomyroom

andranmyselfabath,soakedinforanhourcrying

andwonderingwhyinthefirstplacedidn’tIjust

comehome?It’sholidaysforheaven’ssakeandthe

realkidswenthome,whydidn’tIjustbeachildand



gohometoo?WhatwasIthinking?WherewillIget

thisstorythatI’msupposedtoorchestratenow?

WhyshouldIeventrustwhatthatguysaid?Whatif

hewasbluffing?Whatifhedoesn’tknowanyone

herehejustwantedtoscaremeoff?

Buthedidn’tsoundlikehe’sbluffingtu .

[06/26,14:41] :#Cassandra_08

Icameoutofthewaterandwenttomakemyself

food…hewasthere,waitingformetosay

something.Iwasscared,Iwasshaking,onlynow.

Me:thankyouforcomingthrough.

Lionel:there’sfoodintheoven,yourparentswill

onlybebacknextweek.

Me:thanks.

Iwarmedthefood,atehalftheplateandstolea



lookathim,hewaswatchingmelikeahawk.

Lionel:ubuyephiCassandra?(Wheredidyougo?)

Me:Iuhm,wewentoutwithmyfriends…

OkayfineIfabricatedanentirelydifferentstoryline,

onethatwouldn’tneedtobereportedatthepolice,

onethatdidn’tinvolveanykidnappingandhe

believedme.Hedidlecturemethoughongoingon

“roadtrips”with“untrustablefriends”.Wehadgone

foraroadtrip…right?That’swhyIhaveimpahla

ezimbalwa(fewclothes).AfterthatconversationI

wenttobed,Icriedmyselftosleep,evenwhenI

wokeupIstillcouldn’tbelievethatndisindilejust

likethat.Ispenttheweekathome,wentbackto

schoolbeforemyparentsreturnedbecauseI

couldn’tfacethemandbecauseIneededtorent

beforethetermbeganotherwisemyroomwouldbe

giventosomeoneelsewhocamewithmoneyfirst.

It’safirstcomefirstservekindaworldanyway.



MybrotherwasbacktohisownlifewhenIleftsoI

hadtotakeataxi,whichIdidn’treallymindnow

thatIhadfullyrecoveredfromthattraumatic

experience.WhenIhadsecuredmyroomwiththe

rent,sentprooftomyfolksandstarteddoingsome

springcleaning,Ihadtakeneverythingoutofthe

roomandwasmoppingwhenmylandlordcameto

haveasmallchat…

Sabrina:Cassandra?Doyouhaveamoment?

Youknowwhenyouwishthatnoonewouldmake

anysmalltalkwithyouandthenthemostboring

yetunthoughtofpersondecidestobetheoneto

makethatconversation?Ididn’twannahavethat

smalltalkwithher,butIhadtoplaynice.Atleast

shewasnicerthanherhusband…thought,stricter.

Me:sure,howcanIhelpyou?

Sabrina:Ijustwannafindout,howwasyour



vacation?

Me:vacation?

Sabrina:yeah,fewweeksbackyourfriendscameto

packaweekendbagforyousayingyoulotwere

goingonvacation.

Iswallowedhard.

Andfakedasmile.

Me:itwasn’tthatmuchofavacation,andIdidn’t

staymuch.Ijustdecidedtogospendtherestofit

athome.

Sabrina:youdidn’thavefun?

Me:IguessIjustneededtobehomemorethanon

avacationwithfriends.

Sabrina:mmh.

Thentherewasthisawkwardsilence.



Me:oh-kay…I’lluhm,gobacktowork.

Sabrina:lookCassandra,youseemlikeagoodchild

andwhenImetyourparentsIcouldtellyou’refrom

agoodhome.

Me:oh

Sabrina:Idon’tlikeyourfriends,IknowIamjust

yourlandlordandnotyourmotherorauntbutIhave

totellyouthatIdonotlikethosegirls.

Ismiledather…youcanneverfoolanoldperson,

shemusthaveseenrightthroughthem.

Sabrina:ifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyou,better

stayawayfromthemespeciallythatonewithan

afro.

Me:Que?Why?

Sabrina:there’sjustsomethingabouther,Icouldn’t

reallypinitonherwhentheycameherebutshe’s



gotthisdarkauraaroundher.She’sdangerous

Cassandra,that’sallI’msaying.

Me:thankyouauntSabrina,Iappreciatethis.

Sabrina:okaythen,youcancontinuewithyourwork.

Me:mh.Thanks.

Shewalkedaway…Isatonthestoepandjust

thankedGod.YhoIstillcouldn’tbelievehowIgot

snatchedfromthelion’sdenlikethat,inallhonesty

IsuddenlybelievedthatIhadanangellookingover

meeverywhereIwent.Thatcouldbetheonly

explanation,Imean,Iwastheonlyonewhowas

senthomethatdayamongstsomanygirlsand

that’snotamiracle?

Anyway,IfinishedupwhatIhadstartedandonlyin

theeveningdidIstartcookingformyself,Ididn’t

feeltheneedtogoouteventotakeawalktothe

shore,Ijustwantedtobeinmyownfreshsmelling

spaceuntilclassesbegan.Firstweekwasjusta

normalweekandIdidn’tseeanyofmy“friends”on

thegrounds,theSRCwasbusypreparingforthe



FreshersBraaiandMissNMUsobekubusynjeall

overandIhadmadefriendsinmyclasses,just

peopletostudywithatthelibrary,youknow,so

therereallywasnoneedformetofeelthegapfor

Lisaandherbetrayal.Ithink,onlyinthethirdweek

didwebumpontoeachother…wellIsawherfirst

andjustchangedlanes.Ididn’twannastartany

drama.

AsIwalkedhome,Isawheragain,withher

boyfriendandthistime,oureyeslocked.Isawhow

paleshebecameinamatterofsecondsandher

eyesdropped,wangathiyinjaebeamaqanda(she

becamelikeadogthatstoleegss).

Me:A.P?

Aphiwe:hey,Cass.Usharp?

Me:grandbro,you?

Aphiwe:sharpmfethu,unqabileman…ubugodukile

nah?



Me:haha,yeahwethu.Ieventuallymissedhome.

Aphiwe:ohhaike,seeyouaroundntwanayam.

Me:sharp.

ThenIwalkedaway…

TherewasnothingtosaytoLisakhanya.

WhenIgottomyroomIfloppedonmybedand

startedwatchingseries,fifteenminuteswasalot

whenhercallcamethroughbutthen,Ihadblocked

allhernumberssoitjustreflectedonmyscreen

andthencutoffimmediatelysoIswitchedmy

phoneoff,watchedmyseriesandfellasleepwhile

watching.IhadnoclassthefollowingmorningsoI

tookmyselfoutforlunchintheafternoon,while

eating,Iwasjoinedbyaguywhointroduced

himselfasNkosinathi.Heseemedabitolderthan

mebuthewasclean,smeltgoodandhehadsuch

anaccommodativesenseofhumor.Iwasalready

eating,sowhenheaskedtojoinmeheboughthis



ownplateoffoodandbeersancokola(westarted

theconversation).

Nkosinathi:soyou’reastudent,Isuppose.

Me:andyou’renot,Ibelieve.

Nkosinathi:noI’mnot.

Me:whatdoyoudo?

Nkosinathi:IdoeverythingandanythingIcanput

mymindtodoing.

Ilookedathim,thatanswerwastoocalculated.

Hesmiledashetookasipofhisbeer.

Idecidednottogodeeperwiththisguy,yeshe

seemedkindbutthethoughtthatIwaskidnappeda

fewweeksbackcamefloodingbacktomymind

andIquicklyateupmyfoodinsilence,paidandleft

himthere.Hecameaftermeandfoundmeatthe

taxistopwaiting…



Nkosinathi:haibo,whatdidIsaytoyouforyouto

rushoutlikethat?

Me:uhm,nothing.IjustrememberedthatIhave

someschoolworktogetbackto.Sorry.

Nkosinathi:andyoucouldn’tsay?

Me:youdoknowthatwedon’toweeachotherany

explanations.Right?

Hesighed.

Nkosinathi:canIatleasthaveyournumber?You

didn’teventellmeyourname.

Me:it’snotimportant,andIdon’tgivemynumberto

strangers.

Nkosinathi:wecan’tbestrangersstillaftereatingin

onetable.

Me:wearestrangers,ordoyounowknowmyname?



Heswallowed…

Me:thoughtso.Bye.

Acarstoppedrightinfrontofus,Igotinandnever

lookedback.Myheartwasbeatingsohardagainst

mychest,Iwantedtocryalready.Iknewthatexact

momentthatIneededcounselling,Ineeded

counsellingforthetraumathatIwentthrough,I

couldn’tpossiblylivetherestofmylifelikethat.

IgotoffatmyplaceandtherewasLisakhanya

standingagainstmygate.Ifeltsomethingcoming

upmytrachea,ahugelump.

Me:ufunantoniLisa?(WhatdoyouwantLisa?)

Lisa:haiboCass,molo.(Cass,hi)

Me:LisakhanyaCentileufunantoni?(Lisakhanya

Centilewhatdoyouwant?)



Shesighedandtookastepforward,Itooktwo

backwards.

Lisa:Itriedcallingyoulastnight.

Me:awuphendulimbuzo.(You’renotansweringthe

question)

Lisa:Iwantedtotalktoyouchomi.

Me:Ihavenothingtosaytoyou.

Lisa:comeonCassandra,atleastgivemeachance

toexplain.

Me:hewethuandifuniexplanationyakhomna,suka

egatinindingene.(Idonotwantyourexplanation,

getawayfromthatgateIwanttogoin)

Lisa:you’renotbeingfarehere.

Me:fare?Hayfokofman,don’tcometellingme

aboutbeingfarewhenyouandthatfriendofyours

soldmeoutkulamadodawenu(toyourmen).Does

Aphiweevenknowthatyou’reapimp?



Lisa:CassandraI’mnotapimpandyouknowthat.

Ilookedather,spatonthegroundbeforehereand

walkedinclosingthegatebehindme.Shestood

thereholdingontothebarsofthegate,Ilockedmy

doorandfloppedontomybed.Tyhini,fare?Fare

where?Tchi!

[06/26,14:42] :#Cassandra_09

IneverreallysawQuefortheentiretermandI

totallyavoidedandignoredLisabecauseIwas

throughwithher,shemeantnothingtomeandshe

knewit.Ididn’tcareaboutherexplanation,ifIdidn’t

makeitoutofthatplacewherewouldsheexplain?

Towhomwouldsheexplain?Tchi.Whentimecame,

Iwentbackhomeandthistimearoundthefolks

werehome…mommybookedusaspaweekend

awayjustsowecouldhavetimealonewithoutthe

boys.Guessshemissedmethatmuch.



OnFridayofthatweekendwewatchedmovies,

dinedandwenttosleepthenSaturdaywehad

breakfastinbed.

Mom:sokunjanieskolwenigirlyam?(sohow’s

schoolmygirl)

Me:kuyafundekama,kunzimakonabut

kuyafundeka.(It’stoughhey,butwetry)

Mom:stillenjoyingthecourse?

Me:yeah…kakhulufuthimama.Siyakwiexpoatthe

beginningofnextyear.(Verymuch,we’regoingto

anexpoatthebeginningofnextyear)

Shestoppedeatingandjustsmiledatme,Iblushed.

Me:haibomama?(mamawhat?)

Mom:umhleman,utatakhoebenexhalalokuba

awuzokwaziukuhlalawedwakaloku,uhleli

ungathandinohambakwawena.(you’rebeautiful,



yourfatherwasworriedthatyouwon’tmanage

livingonyourownespeciallysinceyouactually

neverliketravelling)

Me:Iadjustedyazimama,andIthinkithelpsthatI

don’tstayattheschool’sresidence.

Mom:yhulaSabrinandiyamthanda.Ngokuubuye

kwivacationneechomizakhowandifounela

wandixelela.(ohIlovethatSabrina.Shecalledme

andtoldmethatyou’vegoneonavacationwith

yourfriends)

Me:haibo!(what)

Mom:urightkalokusisi,mnandakushiyakwakhe.

Soxaunolimalandizokubuzakuyecozndikwazi

uhlalakwakhe,wenzekakuhlegqithi.(Shedidthe

rightthingmychild,Ileftyouinherhouse.Soif

everyouweretogethurt,she’llhavetoanswer

becauseyouareunderhercare.Shedidtheright

thing)

Me:heeehayini.(ohwow)



Iwasreallyshockedthatsheeventoldmyfolks,but

thenagain,itwastherightthingtodo.Theywould

havemaybetracedbacktoQaqambaandLisahadI

notreturned.Atleasttheywouldhaveastartfor

theirsearch.

Afterbreakfastwewentoutshoppingthatentire

Saturday,weategoodfoodandjustunwinded.Ifelt

sofreespiritedmaybeitwasbecauseIwasdoing

allofthiswithmybestfriend,onepersonthatI

knewdeepdownhadmybestinterestsatheart.

Afterthatlooooongday,wehaddinnerata

restaurantbythesea,watchingthewaveshittingon

therocks.

Me:oobhutiababuyina?(Aren’tyoursonscoming

back)

Mom:hayandibazimntanam,akhangendibuze

mntumnandifounelenjeabantwana.(Idon’tknow,

Ididn’taskthemIjustcalledandspoketomy

grandchildren)



Me:ohwow,okay.

Wellnormally,allmysiblingswouldcomehome

duringholidaysnefamilieszabo(Theirfamilies),

thiswasthefirst.Butthefolksdidseemcoolwith

everythingIguessitwasn’tsuchabigdealafterall.

Sundayweleftearly,forchurch,wenthomefirstto

changeandthenwewenttochurch.

JanuaryIreturnedbacktoPEforregistrations,

decidedthatIwillnotgohomesoIrentedforthe

firsttermandstayedinmyrentedhome,onasunny

dayIdecidedtojusttakeawalktothebeach,the

weatherwaspermittingandIhadnothingtodo.My

motherwasonlygonnacomecheckonmeintwo

weekstimesowecouldalsodogroceryshopping

andthenancokoleno(haveaconversation

with)Sabrinabecausemnk!AblueFordranger

sloweddownrightnexttomeontheroad,Icould

hearthesoftsoundsofacappellaasthedriver

loweredthewindowbutthatdidn’tstopme,Ijust



continuedmywalkandmindedmyownbusiness.

Nkosinathi:molosisi

IonlystoppedwalkingbecauseIrecognizedhis

voice,Iturnedandsawafamiliarface.Apartofme

wasembarrassedbecauseofthelasttimewesaw

eachotherbutanotherofmedidn’treallycare

much,Ididn’towehimnoexplanationwhatsoever.

Hewasstillastrangertome.

Me:molobhuti.

Nkosinathi:stillrememberme?

Me:doweknoweachotherfromsomewhere?

Nkosinathi:wekindamet,lastyear.

Ifakedathinkingface…andsmiledasifIjust

rememberedhim.



Me:Nkosi…nkosisomething?

Helaughed…sendingchillsdownmyspine.I

suddenlyfeltwarmthallovermybody.

Nkosinathi:Nkosinathi,yes.

Me:mh,Irememberyou.

Nkosinathi:uyaphi?

Me:nowherespecific.Justtakingawalk.

Nkosinathi:we’rebothheadedtowardsthebeach

solemmegiveyouaride.

Me:nothankyou,Ipreferwalking.

Nkosinathi:please…andyounevertoldmeyour

name.

Me:Istilldon’tthinkmynameisofany

importance…but,youcandrivealong.I’llwalk,

thankyoufortheofferthough.

Nkosinathi:alright.Seeyou.



Me:sharp.

Herolledhiswindowupanddroveaway…afew

minuteslateron,Isawthissameguywalking

towardsme,whenhewasnearerhestoppedand

waitedformetoreachhim.Ijustlaughed.

Me:iphiimotoyakhokengoku?(where’syourcar)

Nkosinathi:isegarage.(atthegarage)

Wenowwalkedtogetheraswereachedthesand,I

removedmyflopsandwalkedbarefootwithmyflip

flopsinhand.

Me:unexeshakodwa(youhavetoomuchtimeon

yourhands),aren’tyousupposedtobeatworkor

managingsomeworkerssomewhere?

Nkosinathi:mypeopleknowwhattodo,andwhen

todoit.



Me:mmh…sowhat’sup?Whydidyouhavetopark

yourcarandcomewalkwithme?

Nkosinathi:Ilikeyou…andIwanttogettoknow

you.

Me:isthatwhatyousaytoeverystudentyoumeet?

Nkosinathi:nope,butthat’swhatIsaytoevery

personIlike.

Me:howmanypeoplehaveyousaidthattotoday?

Nkosinathi:you’rethefirstone.

Me:mh.

Isawarockandwenttositdownonit,heobviously

followedandwesatdownforawholeminutein

silencejustwatchingthewaves.

Nkosinathi:canwebefriends?

Me:why?

Nkosinathi:you’realwaysonyourown,thefew



timesthatI’vebeenseeingyouand…Icoulddowith

afriendtooyouknow.Someonetotalkto.

Me:ziphiiintangazakho?(whereareyourage-

mates)

Nkosinathi:zikhona…zibusy.(theyarebusy)

Me:yibabusykalokunawe,I’msurendiyintangaka

sisterwakhoomncincimnawhatcouldwepossibly

talkabout?(bebusytoo,I’msureIcouldbeyour

youngersistersage)

Nkosinathi:myyoungersisterisdoinggrade7,so

you’reprobablythesameageastheonerightafter

methoughshe’sdoingherthirdyearnow.

Me:howoldisshe?

Nkosinathi:she’s21.

Me:mh…almost

Nkosinathi:thatmeansyou’re20…andbeforeyou

askorspeculate,I’m2.

Me:you’reactuallynotasoldasIthoughtshame.



Helaughed…wellIthoughthewasthirtyor

something.Aftersittingthereandthrowingstones

atthewaterwewenttograbicecream,heforced

me.BecauseIdidn’thavemoneyandIdidn’twant

himtobuyforme,butheforcedmeandsaidI

shouldpayhimwhenwebumpontoeachother

again,soIagreed.Didn’twantnofreebeesfromno

one.

Me:lasttimewespokeyousaidyoudoanything

andeverything.

Nkosinathi:yes.

Me:whatdoyoumeanyoudoeverything?

Nkosinathi:exactlythat.

Me:breakitdownforme.

Nkosinathi:okay,Iownaclubortwo,Ibuyandsell

cars,Idopaintingandsometattooing,Ihavespaza

shopandacarwashsomewherekwaDwesi,

shouldIcontinue?

Me:inanutshell,you’reahustler?



Nkosinathi:maybe,ifthat’stherightword.

Me:mh.Interesting.

Nkosinathi:nowtellme,whyareyoualwayseating

alone?Whereareyourfriends?

Me:it’salongstory.

Nkosinathi:Ihavethetime.

Isighedandtoldhimeverything…thetruth,not

whatItoldmyfamily.

Nkosinathi:didyoureportthem?

Me:no,Ididn’twannaendangermyfamily.

Nkosinathi:butwhatabouttheothergirls?

Me:Iknowthiswillsoundselfishbutmyfamilyis

moreimportantthantheothergirls.I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:nodon’tbesorry…Iunderstand.Have

youthoughtabouttherapy,tohelpyoudealwiththe

trauma?



Me:Ihave,Ijustdon’ttrusttheonetheyofferon

campus.

Nkosinathi:Icanpayforaprofessionaloneforyou?

Istoppedandlookedathim…hesighed.

Nkosinathi:or,wecanlookforanNGOthatoffers

freecounselling?

Me:yeah,wecoulddothat.But,whyareyou

offeringtohelpme?Whatwillyouclaiminreturn?

Nkosinathi:we’refriends,andfriendsdon’tselleach

otherbuttheyhelpeachother.

Me:whatdoyougetinreturn?

Nkosinathi:Igetahappyfriend?

Ismiled.

Okay…heseemedgenuine.

ButwithwhatI’veseen,youcanneverbetoosure.
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Isatthereinsilence…Iwassurehecouldreadmy

mindbutIdidn’tcare.

Nkosinathi:Ican’tevenaskifyou’rehungry

becauseyouwon’teatandnotpay.

Me:you’reafastlearner.

Nkosinathi:butifIsaythisoneisonme,andmaybe

ifwegetanextitwillbeonyou,willthathelp?

Me:I’mnotreallyhungry,andIshouldgetgoing.

I’vebeenhereforawhilenow.

Nkosinathi:okay…canIatleastdropyouoff?

Me:no,mylandlordisverystrict,shetellsmy

parentseverything.

Nkosinathi:nextthingyou’llhavetoexplainwhy

yougotoffablueFordranger?

Me:exactly,andIdon’tthinkIhavetheenergy.



Nkosinathi:noproblem.

Hetookmyphonewhichwasonthetable,dialed

hisnumber,saveditandputitbackwithoutcalling

himself.

Me:andyoudidthatwhy?

Nkosinathi:you’llhavemynumberforwhenever

youwanttotalk.

Me:youshouldhavejustaskedformine.

Nkosinathi:Istilldon’tknowyourname,remember?

Iknowyouwouldn’tjustgivemeyournumber,so

I’mcoolwithit.

Me:mnk.

Nkosinathi:atleastnowyouhavemine,whenever

youfeellikeyouneedtotalk,ortakeawalk.

Me:maybeitwillcomeinhandysomeday,thanks.

NowIreallyhavetogetgoing.



Hegotupfirst,Ilookedathim.

Me:Ithoughtyouwerehungry?

Nkosinathi:well,Icaneatathome.Iwanttowalk

youhome.

Me:thatwon’tbenecessary,Iknowmywayaround

here.

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat,butIsaidIwantto.

Me:yho,okay.

Igotupandwalkedbesideshim.

Wewalkedforawhileinsilenceuntilwegotto

wherewemetearliersoIstoppedwalkingand

lookedathim,hewasindeedtallerthanmeandthe

sunwasupsoIkindahadtoeithersquintmyeyes

orshadethem.

Me:youcangobacknow,I’msafehere.



Nkosinathi:ufikileaphoubusiyakhona?(haveyou

reachedwhereyou’resupposedtobegoing?)

Me:nobut-

Nkosinathi:thenmasambeke,(let’sgothen)after

whatyoutoldmeIcan’tjustleaveyouestratweni

(onthestreets).

Me:uhm…

Thenhewalkedahead,like,Ihadnootherchoice

buttofollowbehindhimandeventuallycaughtup

withhim.Wenowmadeconversationasifwewere

oldpals,theconversationblewupuntilwegotto

mygate.

Me:uhm,thisiswhereIlive.Iamreallynotsure

whyIamtrustingyouwithmylocationbut,herewe

are.Thankyouforwalkingmeuphere.

Nkosinathi:don’tmentionit.Seeyouaround.

Me:yeah,seeyou.



Hesmiledandwalkedaway,Iopenedthegateand

smiledmywaytomyroom.Hewassucha

gentleman.

Rightopeningmydoor,Sabrinacametogivemea

packagethatwasdeliveredforme,Ijustthanked

herandclosedthedoorassheleft.Openedthebox

andsawanothersmallerbox,openedthatoneand

sawanenvelopewhichhadaspavoucher,

underneathitwasabarofchocolateandasmaller

boxthathadblackandgoldbeautifulearrings.No

letter,nothing.

Me:nowthisisweird.

Thenmyphonerang…anunknownnumber.

Me:hello?

TaKhiro:Howareyou?



Me:whoamIspeakingto?

TaKhiro:Howareyou,Cassandra?

Thechillyetcommandingtoneinhisvoicetookme

backtothatconversationinTaKhiro’scar.

Me:taKhiro?

TaKhiro:yes,howareyou?

Me:youhavemynumber?Didyoudeliverthis?

Takhiro:youlikeit?

Me:youreallythinkI’mgonnawearthis?Eatthis?

Usethis?

TaKhiro:whateveryoudowithitisyourbusiness.

Me:whydidyougothroughthetroubleofbuying

anddeliveringthem?Whatdoyouwantfromme?

TaKhiro:calmdown.

YhuIflipped!



Me:don’tyoudaretellmetocalmdownplease,

don’tyoudare.Yougetaccesstomyhouse,you

takemyclotheswithoutmypermission,youabduct

me,thenyouunabductme,thenyoudelivergiftsat

myhouse?Callmeuponmyphoneandstilltellme

tocalmdown?

Hekeptquiet…

Me:haydon’tyoudare!

TaKhiro:areyoudone?

Ihuffed!

TaKhiro:okay,itsoundslikeyou’redone.

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

TaKhiro:nothing,Ijustloveyou.

Me:youjustlikeme?Hehe!Ndiyayifunalento



uyitshayayo.(I’dlikeatasteofwhatyou’resmoking)

TaKhiro:Icandeliveritforyou.

Me:taKhiropleasesaywhatyouwanttosay,orI’ll

hanguponyou.Rightnow?

TaKhiro:ndiyakuthandaCassandra.(Iloveyou

Cassandra)

Me:andikuthandimna.Arewedone?(WellIdonot

loveyou)

TaKhiro:fornowyes.

Me:nonono,wearedoneforever!Don’tcallme

again,don’tcomenearmyplace,don’tbuygiftsfor

me.

TaKhiro:goodnight.

Thenhehunguponme…likewhattheactual

FFF????Itookthatbox,puteverythingbackinit

andwenttothetrashtinattheendoftheyardand

burnteverything.Couldn’tcarelesshowmuch

thosebeautifulearringscosthim,Ididn’tgivea

ducksass.Ilayonmybedjustthinking…about



everything.

Later,aftermymotherhadcomeandleftagain,

classesbeganandonthefirstday,Ibumpedonto

Que.Isawherfirst…anddidn’tgiveherroomto

pretendlikeshedidn’tseeme.

Me:Qaqamba.

Que:uhm,hi…Cass.

Me:nyayinyass!Yaziungusathanawomntu?

(You’reanevilperson)

Shelookedaroundnervously.Thentriedtopullmy

arm.

Que:thisisnottherightplace.

Me:ohthere’sarightplace?HehQaqamba,doyou

knowhowsickyoulookrightnow?I’msureyou’ve

gotwormseatingupyourintestine.



Que:Cassandra!

Me:fokofmanQaqamba!FOkof!

Anothergirlcametowherewewerestanding…I

knewherfromtheunionIhadjoinedwhenIfirst

arrived,shewasalsoonhersecondyear.Likeme.

Sara:heyguys.

Me:hey,youknoweachother?

Sara:yep.WhydoyoulooksonervousQue?

Me:mhbecareful,she’sthatsnakethatyour

parentswarnedyouabout.

Que:Cass,pleasedon’tdothis.

Me:don’tdowhat?Tellherthatyouandyour

boyfriendwillsellhertoadruglord?

Sara:uhmmm…what’sgoingonhere?

Me:nothing.Justbecarefularoundthisone,or

you’llendupsomewhereinLimpopobeingamule



transportingdrugs.

ShelookedatQaqamba,Isawhereyesfuming,I

justlaughedandwalkedaway.AsImingled

amongstthestudents,Ibegantonoticepoliceman

walkingaroundthecourt.Iwentstraighttomy

classes,onlyheardonsocialmedialaterthatday

thatthepolicewereactuallytherebecauseabout

fourgirlswhoweredoingthefirstyeartheprevious

yearwerereportedmissinglastyearalreadyand

nowthepolicehadanewlead.Ididn’tevenknow

thattheyhadbeenreportedmissing,maybeit’s

becauseIhadbeenkeepingtomyselfandmy

books.Twodayslater,twopolicemancametomy

class,spokewiththelectureroutsidethenshe

walkedbackinclassandcametofetchme.We

weretakendowntothedean’soffice…therewas

Sara.Gosh!

SergeantMtheza:MissCassandra,pleasetakea

seat.



Isatdownwithoutsayingaword.

SergeantMtheza:Thankyouforjoiningus,wedo

apologizefordisturbingyourclasses.

Me:uhm,noproblemsir.WhyamIhere?

SergeantMtheza:asyoushouldknow,wehavean

ongoingcaseofmissingstudentssincelastyear.

Me:Ionlyheardofittwodaysago.

SergeantMtheza:seriously?Ithasbeenonsocial

mediaandthenewsthough.

Me:wellI’mnotsomuchofasocialmediaperson,I

spendmytimeatthelibrarysir.

SergeantMtheza:that’sgoodtohear,youknow

whyyou’reatthisinstitution.Nowbacktoyour

question,youareherebecauseMissSarahere,

believesthatyoumighthavesomeinformationto

helpussolvethecase.

Me:me?Haveinformationtohelpyousolvethe



case?How?

TheyalllookedatSara.

IalsolookedatSaraandatthatverymoment,I

knewIwasgonnadenyEVERYTHING.

Sara:rememberwhenIsawyouandQueonthe

fieldandyousaidImustbecarefularoundher,orI

mightseemyselfbeingamuleinLimpopo?

Dean:donotaskleadingquestionsyounglady.

Me:me?Areyouitwasme?

Sara:yesCassandra,comeon.Iknowyou.

Me:Iknowyouknowmebut,areyousurethatI

saidthat?

Sara:yes,yousaidImustbecarefulshe’sthe

snakemyparentswarnedmeabout.

Me:Iamsoconfused.

Sara:haiboCassandra.



SergeantMtheza:calmdownMissSara…

Thenhelookedatme.

Iwassoooocalm.

SergeantMtheza:doyourememberseeinghertwo

daysago?

Me:Idon’tknow,Iseeheralmosteveryday.We’re

inthesameunion.

SergeantMtheza:butdoyourememberseeingher

specificallytwodaysago?

Me:Idon’tknowsir,I’msorry.

Thesecondsergeantcameforward.

SergeantWilliams:Younglady,donotwasteour

time,IremembereveryoneImetthispastweek.

Me:great,butIdon’t.AndIdon’thaveto…welluntil

nowapparently.



SergeantWilliams:yourcockinessisnotgonna

helpyou.

Me:helpme?Wait,amIbeingchargedhere?

Dean:nonono,wearejusthelpingthecopsdo

theirwork.

Me:whythen,willmycockinessnothelpmesir?

SergeantMtheza:don’tworryaboutthatsisi,please

trytorememberanything.Imeananythingthatyou

canthatcouldhelpuswiththiscase.Younglives

couldbeindanger.

Me:sergeant,Idon’tknowwhatSaraistalking

about…whydon’tyoucallQue.Maybeshewill

remembersomething.

Hesighed…

SergeantWilliams:ifwefindoutthatyouarehiding

anyinformationfromusyoudoknowthatyouwill

bechargedwithobstructingjustice?



Me:Iamwellawaresir.

SergeantWilliams:alrightthen,youcangobackto

class.

Me:thankyou…andgoodluckwiththecase.

Igotupandwalkedout,straighttoclass.Icould

feeleyesfeedingonmebutIdidn’tcare.
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Oncethatclasswasdone,mylectureraskedmeto

staybehind,IknewthatI’mgonnabequestioned

againbutIdidn’tcare.ImeantitwhenIsaidmy

familywasmoreimportantthanthosegirls.Mylife

wasmoreimportantthanthosegirls,myfreedom

wasmoreimportant.IfQaqambaandLisahaveno

consciousthenit’sunfortunatebutIwasn’tgonna

putmyownfamilyatriskknowingfullywellthat

eventhepoliceareunderthisguy’spayroll.Whatif

thiswasjustatestonme?WhatifTaKhirosent

thesecopsonaghostchasejusttoseewhatI



wouldsaywhencornered?Tchini.

Ipackedmybooksandwaitedfortherestofthe

studentstoevacuatethelabthenmylecturerjoined

me,satonthetableinfrontofme.

Lecturer:Cassandra?

Me:ma’am?

Lecturer:pleasetellmethetruth,whatdoyouknow

aboutthosegirls?

Me:whichgirlsma’am?

Lecturer:themissinggirls,Ihavethisfeelingthat

youactuallydoknowsomething.Please.

Me:whoarethesegirlsthataremissing?Ireally

don’tknow.

Lecturer:yourfriendSisiphoisoneofthem.

Me:Sisiphoismissing?

Lecturer:youdidn’tknow?



Me:no,butthen,wewerenolongerclosefriends

anymore.

Lecturer:why?

Me:IguessI’mjusttooboring,shewasnowclose

friendswithherroommates,QueandLisa.

Lecturer:Lisakhanya?

Me:yesma’am.

Lecturer:she’sbeentakeninforquestioning,

apparentlyhernameappearsalotinthiscase.

Me:wellIthinkshewouldknow,Imean,theylivein

thesameroom.It’sweirdthatnooneaskedme

aboutthisiftheywentmissinglastyearalready.

Lecturer:thedeandidn’twantthestudentstobe

involvedinanywayunlessthey’reimplicated

directlytothecaseandSaramentionedyou

yesterdaysothat’swhyyouwerecalledtoday.

Me:ohIsee.

Thenwesatintotalsilent…thedeanknockedand



walkedin.IknewIwasabouttobecornerednowso

Ihadtobestrategicaboutmyanswersaswell.

Thesearegrownasspeoplewhohavetheabilityto

smellaliefromadistance.

Dean:MissCassandra,areyousureyoudon’tknow

anythingaboutwhatthepolicemenwereaskingyou

earlier?

Ilookedathim,veryquizzicallybutnotinanyform

ordisrespect.

Dean:it’sjustthatSaraisverysurethatyousaid

thosewordstoher,she’sveryadamant.

Me:I’mverysuresir…I’msorry.

Dean:whenlastdidyouspeaktoSisiphoor

Lisakhanya?

Me:IlastspoketoSisipholastyear,IthinkMarch.

Lisa…I’mnotsure,butitwasthisyear.

Dean:thatlong,whenlastdidyouseeher?Evenif

youdidn’tspeaktoher?



Me:whosir?

Dean:Sisipho.

Me:IlastsawherthelasttimeIspoketoher.

Dean:wherewereyouwhenyoulastspoketoher?

Me:wewereatsomeclub,withLisaandQue.I

don’treallyrememberthenamethough.

Dean:afterthat?

Me:Iwenthometovisitmyparents,thenlateras

theclasseswereresumingIcamebacktowhereI

livehere.Weneverreallymadecontactafterthat.

Dean:butSarasaysthatyouguyswereveryclose

friends?

Me:asIsaidtoMissJulie,wewerenotascloseas

peopleassumed,shewasmoreclosetoher

roommates:QaqambaandLisakhanya.

Dean:why?

Me:theyenjoyedtheoutgoinglife,Ididn’t.AndI

haveaverystrictlandlordwhoreportseverythingI

doheretomymotherbackhomesoIreallycannot



affordtobegoingtoclubseveryweekend.

Dean:ohIunderstand,okay.Thankyouforbeing

honestmychild,Ihopeyoudon’tfeellikewe’re

pinninganythingonyou.

Me:nosir,I’mokayandIdowishIcouldhelp.

Dean:youmaybeexcused.

Igrabbedmybagandwenthome,fromadistanceI

sawSara.Ijusttookadeepbreathinandwalkedon,

shewasobviouslywaitingformebecausewhenI

neareduptowhereshewassitting,shestoodup

andtookherbag.

Me:whatnow?

Sara:whydidyoudothat?

Me:dowhat?

Sara:denywhatyousaid.

Me:baby,Idon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout.



Sara:Cassandra,webothknowwhatyousaid.Stop

lying.

Me:alrightthen,sticktoyourtruth,I’llsticktomine.

Iwalkedfaster,shecaughtup.

Sara:don’tyoucareaboutSisipho?

Me:nope.

Sara:butshe’syourfriend.

Me:was.

Sara:whathappened?

Me:noneofyourbusiness.

Sara:Cassandra!

Me:yey!Getoffmyback,please.Leavemethe

heavensalone.

Sara:Cass,youcouldhelpthejusticesystemstop

theseguysandbringbackthosegirlshome,Iknow

youknowsomething.Please.



Me:Sara,Idonotknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Idon’tknowwhatelseyouwantmetosay,Ireally

don’t.

Sara:okayfine…canyoupleasegivemeQue’s

number?I’vebeentryingtogetholdofher.

Me:Idon’thaveit.

Sara:butaren’tyouguysfriends?

Me:whenwasthelasttimeyousawmewithany

friends?

Shekeptquiet…thinking.

Me:exactly,Idon’thavefriendsandIdon’tneed

friends.NowcanIgoinpeace?

Shejustnod,Iwalkedaway.

OnceIgottomyroomIcookedpastawithmince

andsomecreamycheesygreensandjustlaythere

thinking,thenIrememberedIhadactuallymadea



friend.ItookmyphoneandcalledNkosinathi…

Nkosinathi:Nathispeaking,hello?

Me:hey,uhm.Ihopeawukhobusy?(you’renot

busy)

Nkosinathi:dependswhoI’mspeakingto.

Me:Cassandra.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?Waphi?(from?)

Isighed…

Nkosinathi:hello?

Me:yousavedyournumberinmyphoneatthe

beach.

Nkosinathi:ohheeeey,wow.Whatabeautifulname.

Howareyoudoing?

Me:I’mcool.You?

Nkosinathi:I’mgoodandno,andikhobusy.(Iam



notbusy)

Me:good,wouldn’tliketodisturbyou.

Hechuckled.

Nkosinathi:so,what’supCassandra?

Me:nothingmuch,guessIjustneededtotalk?

Nkosinathi:shouldIcomeover?

Me:uhm,noyoudon’thaveto.

Nkosinathi:wellIwasgonnagograbsomethingto

eat,maybeyoucanmeetmedownthestreet?

Me:sendiphekilebro,sorry.(I’vecookedalready)

Nkosinathi:ndiphakelekendiyeza.(Thendishup

formeaswell,I’mcoming)

Ilaughed,Imean,Ijustsaidhedoesn’thaveto

comeoversowhereishegoing?



Me:uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing?)

Nkosinathi:mycarneedsfuelsondizodlula

ngokutyakwamkuwe,don’tstressandizangakuwe

ndikuvilengokuuthiIdon’thavetocomeover.(I’ll

justcomebytofetchmyfood,Iheardyouwhen

yousaidIdon’thavetocomeover)

Me:wellIcalledsowecouldtalk,oryoucouldlisten

whileIdothetalking?

Nkosinathi:noproblem,fireaway.I’mallears.

Icouldhearthathe’seitherwalking,orgettingup.

Me:phew,thankyou.

SoInarratedeverythingthathadhappenedearlier

onatcampus…whilenarrating,Iheardhiscar

starting.IfiguredthatI’monhands-freebutIhadto

ask,justtobesure.

Me:areyoudriving?



Nkosinathi:yep.Idon’ttrustthisSaracharacter.

Me:neh?

Nkosinathi:whatifshe’sactuallyoneofthem,but

shewantsyouinthesoup?Youwerethelast

persontobeseenwithSisiphoright?

Me:Notnecessarily,QueandLisawereinthatcar

too.Withthoseguysaswell.

Nkosinathi:butwhatifthereceptionistatKatberg

recognizesyourfaces?

Me:whenmybrotherwentthereshedeniedhaving

seenus.

Nkosinathi:ohokay,she’sonthepayrolltoo.

Me:possible.

Nkosinathi:norelax…ifyoufeellikeyouneedto

sticktoyourstorythensticktoit.

Me:whatifitbackfires?

Nkosinathi:we’llcrossthatbridgewhenwegettoit,

fornowsticktowhatyousaid.



Isighed…

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:you’rewelcome.

Me:dudeareyoureallycominghere?

Nkosinathi:erh,yeah.I’malmostthere.

Sewuphakile?(haveyoudishedupalready)

Me:hayNkosinathi.(noNkosinathi)

Nkosinathi:hayntoni?(nowhat?)

Me:surelyyoucanstillgobuyyourfood,Icooked

pasta.

Nkosinathi:I’mnotallergictopasta,andno,Iwon’t

bebuyingfoodwhenyouhavecooked.

Me:akukubiokukutya.(Thisfoodishorrible)

Nkosinathi:kuright…ndcelauphakefastfuthi,I’m

veryclose.(Idon’tcare…pleasedishupfast,I’m

veryclose)



IsulkedasIhungup.

Iquicklydishedupforhim,wentoutsideandwaited

forhimoneblockawayfrommyactualgate.Isaw

hiscarandgotup,heloweredhiswindowand

reachedouthishand.

Nkosinathi:enkosisisi.

Me:eshe.

Igavehimthelunchbox,hesmiledashepeeped

andputitnexttohim.

Nkosinathi:masambesiyegarage.(Let’sgotothe

garage)

Me:and’funi.Byebye.(Idon’twantto.Byebye)

Nkosinathi:uright,tchi.

IlaughedathimasIwalkedbacktomyplace,



lockedthegateandlockedmyselfinsidemyroom.

NowthatIhadspokentosomeone,Ifeltlighter.I

thenattendedtomyprojects,workedalltheway

throughoutthenightandonlysleptinthemorning,

atleastforthreehoursbeforemywakingupusual

time.
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Kwathulekafuthiyazi(therewassomuchpeace

andquietness)forthatentireweek,didn’tevensee

ooQue.Mytwobrothersdecidedtopopin

unannouncedthreeweekslater,goodthing,they

weretakingmetoasiblingweekendawayandI

wouldhaveneversaidno.Aweekendawaywith

justmysiblings?Yhu.

TheFridaythattheypickedmeupwejustwentto

themoviesandhaddinnerthenwenttobed.

NkosinathiandIweregettingcloserbytheday,he

waseasytotalktoandnowthathehadmynumber

wespokeverymuchoftenbutforsomereasonwe



hadn’thadaconversationthatentireweek.Iwon’t

lie,Iwantedtocheckhimoutandfindoutwhere

he’sbeen,buteverytimeIcheckedhislastseenon

WhatsApptherewerenonewchangessoIjustlet

himbe.SaturdaymorningIwokeupandwentfora

walklisteningtomusiconmyphone…itwassoooo

refreshingtonotbeinPEevenifitwasjustfora

weekend.Ifoundapondandsattherewatching

smallfishswimming,ohandfrogstoo…thenthis

guycalled.Iadmit,myheartjumpedstraighttomy

neck,Ihadn’trealizedhowmuchIwasmissinghim

untilthatmoment…butthenforsomereasonI

didn’twannamakeittooobvious.Itookadeep

breathinandansweredmyphone…

Me:hello?

Nkosinathi:hey,howareyou?

Me:I’mgood,howareyou?Wherehaveyoubeen?

Ohgosh!

IsaidIwouldn’tmakeittooobvious!



Me:uhmsorry,youdon’thavetoanswerthat.

Nkosinathi:it’sokaytoask…bendigodukile.(Iwent

home)

Me:oh.

Nkosinathi:yes,andnowI’mback.Canwehave

lunch?Istillhaveyourlunchbox.

Me:I’mnotaround,sorry.

Nkosinathi:youwenthomefortheweekend?

Me:actuallyno,I’monaweekendaway.

Nkosinathi:wow,where?

Me:noI’mnotgonnatellyou.

Heburstintolaughter…

Nkosinathi:why?Arewenolongerfriends?

Me:westillare,butI’mnottellingyouanyway.

Nkosinathi!Cassandra?



Me:NkosinathiIamnottellingyouanything,Iwant

toenjoymyweekendawayfromanythingrelating

PortElizabeth.

Nkosinathi:youknowIcantraceandtrackyour

locationthroughthiscall,right?

Me:I’mwokeenoughtonotputmylocationon

bhuti(brother),comeon.

Nkosinathi:awusadiki(You’reirritating).

Me:Iknow.

Nkosinathi:ubuyanini?(Whenareyoucoming

back?)

Me:ngomso,verylate.(Tomorrow)

Nkosinathi:Iwillwaitforyou.

Me:haydon’twaitforme,wecanmeetupMonday

aftermyclass.

Nkosinathi:haymfondiniImissedyou,Iwillwait.

Me:youmaketoomuchtimeforme,Ifeelpityfor

yourwoman.

Nkosinathi:doesthatmeanyoudidn’tmissme?



Me:that’sbesidethepoint.

Nkosinathi:pointbeing?

Me:thatyoumaketoomuchtimeforme.

Nkosinathi:we’refriendsCassandra,comeon.

Me:mmh.

Nkosinathi:whattimeshouldIcometomorrow?

Me:uzandiphathelantonik’qala?(Whatwillyoube

bringingforme?)

Nkosinathi:anythingyouwant.

Me:okay,I’llcallyouwhenIgetthere.

Nkosinathi:okay,enjoytherestofyourweekend

awaywithwhosoeveryouaretherewith.

Iburstintolaughter,that’swherehewasgoingwith

allofthis.HewantedtoknowwhoIwaswithandI

wasnotgoingtotellhimatall,itwasmost

definitelynoneofhisbusiness.



Me:thankyou,wewilldefinitelyenjoy.

Nkosinathi:yeah,rubitin.Rubitin.

Me:byebye.

IhunguponhimwhilehewaslaughingthenI

walkedbacktowheretherestofmysiblingswere,

theywereallupandeatingbreakfast.

Lionel:sowhatarewedoingtoday?

Cindy:IjustwannagotoaSpa.

Siki(Sikelelwa):OrwecangoforthehotairBalloon

thenwegotothespa.

Asanda:OrwecandriveuptotheCradleof

Humankind,shouldn’tbetoofarfromhere.

Wejustwatchedtheeldersiblingsinsilence…Cindy

noticedthatwewerewatchingthem,shejust

laughedatus.



Cindy:andthen,nina?

Steve:kubiloomhloboemzininabethuna(Isbeing

marriedthatbad)?We’reonlyherefortheweekend,

ezizintonifunauzenza(thethingsya’llwanttodo)

couldbedoneifwewereherefortheentireweek.

Cindy:haha!Whydoyousuggestasonwabanga

emiziniyethu?(We’renothappyinourmarriages?)

Lionel:nifunaukwenzayonkintole(youwanttodo

everything)inashortperiodoftimeasif

nibotshelelwekulemiziyenu(you’rebound).

Siki:niskenibenjenakenina(Pleasedon’tbelike

that).

Me:mnanobandingalalaaphaphandle,hambani

(youcangoanywhere,I’dratherliedownhere).

Onele:uyafananamwenamntase(Samehere),just

beingawayfromhomeisenoughforme.

Asanda:uyakusebenzisanaumama(Ismomover

workingyou?)?

Onele:worsenjengobandindedwa,yhohayini



bethuna(EspeciallynowthatI’mtheonlychildat

home).

Me:baworsebabagcinakuboabazukulwanathese

pastholidays(Andyoursiblingsdidn’tbringthe

kidsforholidays).

Asanda:hayinikaloku,abantwanafunekebaye

macala.Andimazikutheniengaunderstand’i

umamacozsasimxelelekwakudalathatabazoya

endliniabantwanalastyear(Noguys,thekidsmust

gettovisitbothsidesoftheirfamilie,Idon’tknow

whymomdoesn’tunderstandthatbecausewetold

herlastyearwewon’tbebringingthekids.

Lionel:haywethuniyamaziumamawenu(butyou

guysknowyourmother)…

Onele:wayaphiuLisa,Sandra?(Whatever

happenedtoLisa,Sandra?)

Me:ukhonalowo(She’saround).

Asanda:kutheniwatshokanjalo?(Whydoyousayit

likethat?)

Me:wafikawatshintshawethusisiuLisakhanya



eBhayi.(LisabecameachangedpersoninPort

Elizabethsisi)

Cindy:sothatmean’sya’llnolongerfriends?

Me:yeah…ndiyinkomoedlayodwangoku(I’ma

lonesomenow).

Siki:surelybakhonaabanyeabantuthatyoucan

befriend(thereareotherpeople)?

Me:Idon’ttrustabantubaseBhayimnabethuna

(peoplefromPortElizabeth),Iactuallylikeitwhenu

Bhuticomestocheckuponme.AtleastIgetto

leavethehousewithsomeone,ndiyekelento

yohambandedwaoko.

Kwathicwaka…(Totalsilence)

Cindy:sorrybabe,sew’zogqibamannyamezela.

(hanginthere,you’realmostdonewiththecourse

anyway)

Onele:shestillhaslonyakanalouzayoinsuch

loneliness(Shestillhasthisyear,andthefollowing



one)?Ya’llneversaidkunjenaukhula(growingis

thispainful).

Asanda:yhukunzimaukhulaOni,worsekuthi

batshatileyo.Ulifeuyematheminuteyouhave

abantwana.(GrowingupisverydifficultOni,worse

forusasmarriedpeople.Yourlifestopstheminute

youhavechildren)

Siki:kubangcono(itbecomesbetter)whenyou

marrysomeonewhounderstandsyourgoalsand

ambitions,otherwiseit’stoughoutthere.

Me:yhohaysanasendifunaufnda(Ijustwanna

studyhard),graduateandleavethatplace.Noba

ndiyokhangelaumsebenzieKapa(EvenIgojob-

huntinginCapeTown).

Lionel:uzomelananohlalanalobhutiwakhoustrict?

(Willyoumanagelivingwiththisstrictbrotherof

yours?)

Steve:khangeathiuzazohlalanam,utheuzaw’ya

eKapa.(Shedidn’tsayshe’scomingtolivewithme,

shesaidshe’sgonnagotoCapeTown)

Cindy:ay’secace!(Butthat’sveryclearshe’s



comingtoyou)

Ijustlaughedatthem,atthebackofmymindI

knewI’dneversurvivelivingwithubhuti.He’smore

likedad,straightlinealltheway.Iwouldn’thaveno

freedomlivingwithhimtu.Myphonevibrated,

messagesfromNkosinathi.Ijustignoredhim.

Welaterwentonthehotairballoon,thenlaterwent

forthemassage.Allsixofuslaytheregetting

pampered.Theatmosphere…bliss.Afterthatwe

justorderedinandhaddinnerwhileplayinggames

bythefireplace…Nkosinathicalled,butthephones

wereinabasketneartheTVsomysisterSikiwho

wasclosertoitgrabbeditandansweredonloud

speaker…

Siki:Hello?

Thentherewassilenceforamoment…hemust



haverecognizedthatthevoicewasn’tmine,which

wasweirdbecauseSiki,OneleandIhavealmost

thesamevoice.

Siki:hello?

Nkosinathi:uhm,hi…canIpleasespeakto

Cassandra?

Siki:andyouare?

Nkosinathi:afriend.

Siki:surelyfriend,youhaveaname?

Nkosinathi:ohsorry,Nkosinathiisthename.Isit

possibletospeaktoCassandra,please?

Siki:she’sbathing,Icantakeamessageforherif

it’surgent.

Nkosinathi:nodon’tworryaboutit…I’llcallher

tomorrowmorning.

Siki:alrightthen.

Nkosinathi:andI’mspeakingto?



Siki:hergirlfriend.

Nkosinathi:youmeanfriend,right?

Siki:girlfriend,shedidn’ttellyoushe’salesbian?

Nkosinathi:no…

Siki:ohsorry,Ididn’tmeantoburstthatbubble.Will

thatbeaprobleminyourfriendshipthough?

Nkosinathi:ohnonono,Idon’tseewhyitshould.

Siki:alrightthen,I’lltellheryoucalled.

Nkosinathi:thankyou,night.

Siki:nightbro.

Theyhungup…weallburstintolaughter.Icouldn’t

believethatIactuallyletherdothat.Ohmyword!

Me:youaresickshame!

Onele:andhebelievedher!

Me:soeasily…he’slegitconvincedIswear.



Asanda:shewasconvincing,Iwouldhavealso

believedher.

Steve:whoishe?

Okaysonowtheyallwaitedforananswerin

silence.

Iclearedmythroat,Onelewasalreadylaughingat

myanswer.

Me:uhlekantoni?(Whatareyoulaughingat?)

Onele:mh.hm.

Steve:hayini,whoisthehe?

Asanda:hahahaaa!Yhuphendulaniuthehe

bethuna(Someoneanswer“thehe”please).

Me:haibobhuti,utshilowathiunguNkosinathinje.

(ButhedidsayheisNkosinathi)

Steve:ngowaphi?(From?)

Me:Idon’tknow,wemetphaeBhayi.



Lionel:Ithoughtyousaidyoudon’thavefriends

anymoreinPE?

Steve:utheuyinkomoedlayodwa(She’ssaidshe’s

lonely)tobespecific.

Ijustlaughedatthem…tshi!

Cindy:akonwabeusisters.

Steve:CassandraunendodaeBhayi(Doyouhavea

maninPE)?

Lionel:uzobanendodanjaninauCassandraeyi

lesbian(Howcanshehaveamanwhensheisa

lesbian)?

Weallburstoutlaughing…

Steve:Lioneliseriouslentondiyibuzaapha(Lionel,

thisquestionisveryserious).



Lionel:nankokeubhutiwenu!(theregoesyour

brother)

Me:andinandodamanbhuti(Idon’thaveaman),

he’sjustafriend.

Cindy:he’sjustafriend,ang’naaddress,ang’na

bhelas(Idon’thaveanaddress,nordoIhavehis

numbers).

Asanda:yang’caphukisa!(You’remakingmeangry)

Siki:eskeI’msorry!

Onele:yhohay!

Iwasamess,Icouldn’teventalk.

Theywerekillingmewithlaughter.

Steve:Cassandra?

Me:seriousbhuti,we’rejustfriends.

Steve:whenamImeetinghim?

Lionel:whoah,whenareWEmeetinghim.



Asanda:forntonibethuna?

Lionel:wehavetoknowherfriends,especiallyguy

friends.

Asanda:yhuhayniworsekunomamanotate.

Siki:namndicelaukubakhonakulomeeting.

Me:weaenotmeetinghimanytimesoon.

Unfortunately.

Siki:why?

Me:haysisi.

Onele:hayinobayiboyfriend.

Me:uthulewena.

Siki:ungakulingeuphoxeuOnele,ukubaunendoda

uzakutshongoku.

Me:hayinibethunaabantubakuloOnele!

Onele:bazintlonishamekodwake…ningaze

nibenjenabhutikum.

Steve:xakutheni?

Me:xaenefriendseziziguysbhuti.



Steve:hehehehe!

Wejustlaughedathim…suchhypeoverNkosinathi

whowasjustafriend?WhatwillhappenwhenI

actuallygettohaveaboyfriend?

[06/26,14:42] :#Cassandra_13

AfterplayingthegamesIlookedformyphoneto

returnhiscallandIcouldn’tfindit.SoIwenttomy

brotherswhohadstartedafireforbraaingoutside.

Me:bhutididyoubyanychanceseemyphone?

Steve:whichoneofus?

Me:bothofyou?

Steve:nope.

Lionel:ikuCindy.

Me:ohmyGod!

Iturnedtogo…



Steve:she’sprobablyinvestigatingthisboyfriendof

yours.

Me:he’snotmyboyfriend.

Steve:whatever!

ThenIranoff,foundCindyinthebedroomgoing

throughmymessageswithOnele.

Me:canIpleasehavemyphone?

Onele:uh-oh!

Cindy:sohedidcallyouearlier,isthatwhyyou

wentmissingwhenwewokeup?

Me:no.

Onele:hesayshemissesyou.

Me:myphoneplease.

Cindy:howlonghaveyouknownhim?

Me:phoneplease.



Cindy:answersfirst.

Me:youguysinvadedmyprivacy,couldhavejust

asked.

Isatdownnexttothem…

Cindy:doyoulovehim?

Onele:howoldishe?

Me:NoIdon’tlovehim,andIdon’treallycareabout

hisage.

Cindy:he’sveryfondofyou.Here.

Shegavememyphone,Ireadthemessage:“it’s

weirdtoactuallythinkthatImissyouasmuchasI

do.IfIhadknownyou’reawayIwouldhavespent

theweekendathomeandcomebackMonday…but

anyway,enjoy.Pleasecallmewhenyou’reback.”

Thatwasthemessagehehadsentearlier,theone

thatIignored.Thenrightthatmoment,hesent



anotherone:“Goodnightbuddy”.

Me:maybeIshouldcallhim.

Onele:puthimonloudspeakeragain.

Me:yhu,youtwoarenosy!

Icalledhimwhiletheywerelistening…

Nkosinathi:Cassandra,finally!

Me:haha,getagrip.

Nkosinathi:you’rehardtogetholdoff.

Me:becauseI’mhavingfun,Idon’thavetimetobe

lookingatthephone.

Nkosinathi:Igetthatnow.

Me:Igotyourmessagesandyes,Iwillcallyou

whenI’mback.

Nkosinathi:callmengomso,notMonday.



Me:eshe…goodnight.

Thesetwowereshakingtheirheads,wantingthe

conversationtocontinuebuttherewasnothingelse

totalkabout.IhadsaidwhatIwantedtosay.

Nkosinathi:whydidyoucallme?

Me:totellyouIgotyourmessages.Whyelsewould

Icallyousolate?

Nkosinathi:youcouldhavetexted.

Me:Iwantedtocall,butwhatdifferencedoesit

make?

Hewentsilent…

Me:youokay?

Nkosinathi:yeah…I’mokay.

Me:youdon’tsoundlikeyou’resure.What’sup?



Nkosinathi:whydidn’tyoutellmeyou’realesbian?

Onelehadtocoverhermouthwithacushion…Ijust

chuckled.Ididn’tknowwhattosay,Iwaslookingat

mytwosistersforsomethingtosayandtheyjust

laughedatme.

Me:Iuhm,Ididn’tthinkitmattered.

Nkosinathi:Ithoughtwewerefriends.

Me:weare,youcouldalsobegayandIwouldn’t

know.

Nkosinathi:areyousureyouwouldn’tknow?

Me:therearealotofgaymanwhoaremarriedto

womenforsomereasonandtheyhavechildren,so

no,Iwouldn’tknow.Butwait,whyareweeven

talkingaboutthis?Willmysexualitychange

somethinginthisfriendshipofours?

Nkosinathi:noitwon’t…I’msorryman,itjustcame

asashock.



Me:nohardfeelings.

Nkosinathi:okaythen.We’recool?

Me:yeswearecool,nowgoodnight.It’slate.

Nkosinathi:nightbuddy,can’twaittoseeyou.

Me:yousoundexcited.

Nkosinathi:becauseIgotyousomething.

Me:what?

Nkosinathi:hay,goodnight.

Thenhehunguponme…

Me:whatthef-?

Thesetwojustburstoutlaughing…

Cindy:uyakuthandashameumntanabantu(he

reallylovesyou),Idon’tgethowyoudon’tseethat.

Onele:andthislesbianthingreallyhurthisfeelings.



Me:wazintoniwenangefeelingsOnele(Whatdo

youknowaboutfeelings)?

Cindy:askagain,please!

Onele:hayini,don’tganguponme.Feelingsare

feelings,whetherinmoviesorinreality,nothing

changes.

Me:mh!

Ilayonmybackthinking…

Cindy:doyoulikehim?

Me:who?

Cindy:Nkosinathi.

Me:asafriend.

Cindy:why?

Me:Idon’tknowifIwanttobeinarelationship…

andhe’sabitolderthanme.

Cindy:howold?



Me:maybethreetofiveyears,Idon’tknow.Inever

reallyasked.

Cindy:wellmyhusbandisnineyearsolderthanme.

Onele:anddadisthirteenyearsolderthanmom.

Cindy:see,he’snotthatold.

Me:still…Idon’twanttobeinarelationshipnow.I

justwanttofocusonschoolandleavePE.

Onele:isitthatbad?

Isighed…

Me:hemakestoomuchtimeforme…yhu,Icould

callhimnowandtellhimtocomefetchmeandhe

would.Withoutthinkingtwice.

Onele:butisn’tthatnice?

Me:mhOnimntakatata.

Cindy:whatdoeshedo?

Me:hesayshedoesalmosteverything.Ownsa



spaza,acarwash,clubs…theworks.

Cindy:soyoucouldbefinanciallysafe,with

someonewhowoulddoanythingforyou.

Onele:butshelikeshimasafriend,right?

Me:removethesarcasm.

Onele:haha!

Icoveredmyfacewithacushion…thequicklysat

up.

Onele:shelikeshim…

Cindy:sheloveshimbabygirl.

Me:nope,notreadytobeinarelationship.Iwon’t

bemanipulatedbyyoutwo.

IthrewthatcushionandwenttojoinSikiand

Asandainthekitchen,wemadesaladsandthey

didn’tevenmentiontheNkosinathiphonecall.



Whenweweredonewiththesaladswejoinedthe

guysoutside,drinkershadadop,OneleandIhad

juice.Fortunatelyforus,Cindyhadboughtnon-

alcoholicbubblysowecouldfitinelohlotyana.

Wehadafunnight,sleptintheearlyhoursofthe

Sundaymorning,maybeitsbecauseweknewwe

wereonlycheckingoutlaterthatafternoon.Onele

andIwokeuppasttentomakebreakfastandthen

wewentforaswim…

Me:how’shighschool?

Onele:kumnandi…(It’snice)

Me:thatsmile?

Shegiggled.

Me:youhaveaboyfriend,don’tyou?OhflipOnele

youhaveaboyfriend?

Onele:whyareyouscreaming?



Me:haysuka!(Idon’tcare)

Onele:Idon’twannabeintroublebro,keepyour

voicedown.

Me:ishealsoinhighschool?

Onele:yes.Onegradeahead.

Me:wow…whydidn’tyoutellmelastyearalready?

Onele:becausebendifikaehighschool(Iwasnew

inHighschool)andyouweregonnamakeafuss

outofit.

Ilookedather…

Me:soyoustarteddatinghimlastyear?

Onele:wewerejustfriends,welluntilDecemberlast

year.

Me:December?IwashomeinDecember,whydidn’t

youshedalight?Whendidyoubecomesosneaky

though?



Onele:urghSandra,Iwasn’tsurehewasserious

aboutit.

Me:howsureareyounow?DoIknowhim?

Onele:nguSima.(itisSima)

Me:SimaasinSimamakeletheheadboyfrom

primary?

Onele:yep.

Me:yhukudalanafunanawethu(It’sbeenalong

timecoming),I’mnotshocked!

Wahleka.

(Shelaughed)

Me:hayshamehedidseemlikequiteaniceboy,I

hopehedoesn’tbecomeaplayboyandplaywith

yourheart.

Onele:that’swhatIwasafraidofnam,butI’llnever

knowunlessIgivehimachance.Right?



Me:Right,just…whateveryoudo,don’tfeel

pressuredtohavesexwithhim.Ifhereallyloves

youhemustwaitforyouuntilyou’reready.

Onele:thankyousis…pleasedon’ttelltheothers

justyet,Idon’twantthefuss.

Me:yoursecretissafewithme,fornow.

Onele:fornow?

Me:haykalokuandiyokhabhathiyogcinaamabibi

wakhomna!(I’mnotyourcloset)

Onele:yhuuCassandrabethunana!

Nowwasmyturntolaughather…whichshe

stoppedwithjustonequestion.

Onele:uthikutheniwenanoNkosinathiningadate’i?

(WhyagainareyouandNkosinathinotdating?)

Me:ohnotthatagain.

Onele:it’sjustthetwoofusnow.



Isighedandtookasipoutofthevirgincocktailswe

hadmadeforourselves.

Me:wellforone,Ithinkhealreadyhassomeone.

Onele:whydoyouthinkthat?

Me:Ijustdo,andtwo,sirightsizifriends.Idon’t

wantustoruinthatunnecessarily.

Onele:three?

Me:datingwilldisturbmystudiesandIcan’tafford

that,youhavetowatcheverythingyoudowhen

you’restudyingviabursary,onewrongmove

bursaryisgone.

Onele:doyoulovehim?

Me:Ilikebeingaroundhim.

Onele:butdoyoulovehim?

Ishutup.



Onele:Momalwayssaidweshouldfollowour

heartsinwhateverwedo.

Me:Iknow,butbabygirl,datingrightnowisoffthe

cards.Trustme.

Onele:ifhedoesaskyououtwillyouturnhimdown?

Me:IhavebeenhonestwithhimandIwillstillbe

honestwithhim,IthinkIlikethelesbianidea

though.MaybeI’llworkaroundthatfornow.

Onele:hayyou’resick!Thatideaissick!

Ijustlaughedather…Igrabbedmyphoneand

textedhim“Goodmorning…”hecalledimmediately.

OnelescreamedinexcitementasIshowedherthe

screen.IhadtowaitforhertocalmdownbeforeI

answeredthephone.

Me:Hello?

Nkosinathi:Goodmorningtoyoutoo.



Me:youknowyoucouldhavetexted.Right?

Nkosinathi:Iknow,butIwantedtocall…andtellyou

thatI’mgoingtoPretoriatonightsocanwe

reschedule?

Me:uzobuyanini?(Whenwillyoubeback?)

Nkosinathi:I’mnotsure,maybeintwoweeksor

more,Ican’treallysay.

Me:akhontoingamandla?(What’stheurgency?)

Nkosinathi:mysister’shusbandwasinvolvedina

hijacksoIkindahavetogothereformoralsupport

andmaybeassistwiththekids.

Me:I’msorry…didhesurvive?

Nkosinathi:yes,he’satthehospitalbuttheytook

thecarandbankcards.

Me:I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:thankyou,sowereschedule?

Me:yeahdefinitely.

Nkosinathi:surekentwanayam.



Me:sharpmfethu.

Wehungup…

Onele:mfethu?Really?

Me:wearefriends,callinghimmfethushouldbe

normal.

Onele:Iwonderhowwouldyoufeelifanothergirl

wouldsnatchhimrightunderyournose.

Me:you’retooyoungtobethinkinglikethat.

Igotupandleftherthere…hewasn’tmine,why

wouldIfeelanyhowifheweretobetakenby

anyone?He’safreeman,notthatit’sanyofour

business.

Onele:butyoudolikehim,youjustdon’twanna

admitit.



Ithrewadishclothathertoshutup,shejust

crackedupandlaughed.Phew!

[06/26,14:42] :#Cassandra_14

Whentherestofthecrewwasup,theyhad

breakfastandthenwejustchilled,reminiscedon

storieswhiletheyweregrowingupinastricthome.

Itwasjustarefreshingtime.Thenoutoftheblue,

oneofmysisterstoldusthatshe’sgettingdivorced.

Iwasshocked,wewereshocked.Wedidn’tseeit

coming,andanywayshe’sthemeekonesowe

wouldhaveneverseenthatshewasn’thappyinher

marriage

Asanda:wellnowthatwe’rehereImightaswelltell

youguysthatI’mgettingdivorced.

Siki/Steve/Onele:what?

Asanda:I’mgettingdivorced,infactwehave

alreadyfiledforit.We’rejustwaitingforthecourt



datetofinalizethings.

Siki:whathappened?

Asanda:alot…itwasagradualthing,Ijustkepton

believingthatit’sgonnastopbutIguessIwastoo

naïve.

Cindy:whatwasthegradualthing?

Siki:whydidn’tyousayanythinguntilnow?

Asanda:Ididn’twannabotheryouguys,and

anyway,therewasnothingyoucoulddo.

Siki:comeonAsanda.Doesmomanddadknow?

Asanda:yes.

Steve:Ididn’tthinkitwillcometothissosoon.

Nowwealllookedathim,didheknow?

Cindy:youknewtheywerehavingproblems?

Steve:yes,sheoncecalledusforintervention.

Thoughttheguyheard.



Cindy:who’sus?

Lionel:us,dad,anduncleVusi.

Cindy:ohyoualsoknew?

Siki:it’sfineCindyaslongassomeonefromher

sideofthefamilyknew,Ijustwannaknowwhathas

hedoneqha?

Asanda:heimpregnatedanotherwoman.

Cindy:uLerato?

Siki:haykalokumdalaokaLerato.(Lerato’schildis

olderthough)

Asanda:anotherone,Thandiwe.Theyworktogether.

Cindy:thatsonofabitch!!!!!!!

Asanda:he’snotworthitCindy.

Siki:howdidyoufindout?

Asanda:shecametotellmeatwork.

Cindy:what?

Asanda:theyhadbeenatitforoverayearnow,

rightafterhebrokethingsoffwithLerato.



Lionel:howarethekids?

Shesmiled,shakingherhead.Iwassecretly

weeping.

Myheartwastorn.

Asanda:Liveissufferingthemostbecauseshe’sa

daddy’slittleangel,butherbrothersarethemost

supportivetowardsme.Wehadtositthemdown

andtellthemeverything,andtheyknowhowthings

wereduringtheLeratosagasoAphiwewasthefirst

onetoaskwhenarewemovingout?

Lionel:andwhatdidhisdadsay?

Asanda:hetoldthemhe’llbemovingout,butI

actuallysuggestedthatwesellthehouseandfind

somethingsmallerbutbigenoughforallfourofus.

Steve:ifhe’smovingout,willhemoveoutwithRelo?

(Lerato’sdaughter)

Asanda:hehasto,hehasnochoice.



Cindy:wow.Yhu.

Iwasjusttooshockedtosayanything,amazingly,

shewasbrave.Icouldtellbylookingatherface

thatshewasnolongerhurting,shewasatpeace

withthisdecision.IcleanedmyselfupwhenIsaw

Sikistealingalookatme.

Asanda:soyeah…theroadhascometoanendnow.

Me:didheatleastapologize?

Asanda:hedidshame,hebeggedandbegged.Even

senthisfamilytocomeandbeg,butyoucannever

makethesamemistaketwiceandcryfoulwhen

you’recaughtout.

Siki:andisam’baweli.(WishIcouldseehim)

Lionel:ohhaykhawumengodlame.(ohplease,

there’snoneedforviolence)

Siki:yintoniudlame?Isilelendoda.(Whatviolence?

Thatmanisverysilly)



Cindy:hebeggedbecausehedidn’tknowyou’re

strongenoughtoleavehimaftereighteenyearsof

marriageandtwentyyearsoffriendship.

Asanda:neh?Buthisbiggestmistakewastothink

thatIlovedhimmorethanmypeace,andmorethan

mykids’happiness.

Steve:uyakwaziunyamezela(You’reverypatient),I

givethattoyou.Yagezalarubbishkulasagaka

Leratoandinabhongo(Thatrubbishwasveryrude

duringthatLeratosaga).

Cindy:yhinimntakamama…butyoulooklikeyou’re

okay.

Asanda:ndakhalandaxolamntakamama,ndiright

gqithingoku.(I’mokaynow,Icriedenough)

Me:maybeyoushouldconsidertherapyforLive.

Asanda:she’sstartedalready,andsheseemstobe

enjoyingit.

Me:who’spayingforit?

Asanda:ngutatakhekaloku(hisfather),hebroke

thefamilyup.Hemustpayfortheconsequences.



Steve:unjaniuAkhona?(HowisAkhona)

Asanda:uthule…butebekhewandibandindedwa

andaskedbawhynow?(He’squiet,buthedidsteal

amomentwhenIwasaloneandaskedwhynow)

Me:meaninghewantedyoutostay?

Asanda:no,hewantedmetoleavekwakulantoka

Lerato(duringthatLeratoperiod),sohewantedto

understandwhyIneverleftthenandonlyleaving

hisdadnow.

Me:oh.

Asanda:basupportivemannobrotherwakhe,butI

alsobookedthemfortherapysessions.Idon’tmind

payingforthem…Idon’twantthemtohatetheir

father.

Siki:unayokeintliziyokaMariyawena.(youdo

haveMary’sheart)

Asanda:haymntase,abangenindawokwifights

zethuabantwana(No,ourfightsdonothaveto

includethekids).Iwantthemtobeabletovisithim

whentheywantto,withoutfeelinglikethey



shouldn’tbecauseizobangathitheyarebetraying

umama.

Cindy:yhoyouareabetterwomanthanI’lleverbe.

Asanda:ngulifebethuna.(it’slifeguys)

Okayso…afterthatwejusthugged,OneleandI

weretheonlyonescryingoverthis.Butthenwhen

webothrealizedthatshewasokay,wegotagrip.

WelaterleftMagaliesberg,IreturnedtoPEand

everyoneelsereturnedtotheirareas.WhenIgotto

myroomIjustgotinbed,itwasalreadytoolateto

goanywhere.InthemorningIwenttocampus…

andthefirstpersonIseehadtobeuQaqamba.

Que:Cassandra,heyunjani?

Me:Idon’twannatalktoyou…soplease.

Que:wait,Iwascontactedbythepoliceregarding

whatyousaidngalaminiuSarawayefikesime

sobabini.

Me:so?



Que:whatdidyousaytothem?

Me:tyhini,haygetlostman!

Que:Cassandra,whateveryousaidphaya

ingasibambisasobabiniyouknowthat,andithi?

Ijustwalkedawayfromher…throughouttheday

thepolicewereroamingaroundtheschoolgrounds

doingtheirinvestigationsbecausemoregirlshave

gonemissingagainthatpastweekend.Aftermy

lessonsIwenttoworkonaprojectatthelibrary,

laterwenttobuymyselfbreadbecauseIknewI

wasn’tintherightspacetocook.AsIwalkedhome,

Inoticedthattherewasacarthathadbeen

followingmefromtheshopbutnowitwasgetting

closerandcloser.ItriedwalkingfasterbutI

realizedthatit’seitherIrunformylifeorI’llbe

kidnappedalloveragain.Isawanolderwoman

wateringhergardensoIquicklypushedhergate

openandwenttoher,thecarstoppedablockaway

fromherhouse.



Me:molomama…bendicelaamanzi.(Afternoon

mama,couldIpleasehaveaglassofwater)

Madlamini:ohmntanam,yiza.Ngenaaph’endlini.

(Ohmychild,come.Let’sgoinside)

IquicklylookedbehindmeasIfollowedherinside,I

satdownasshewenttothekitchen,openedher

fridgeandpouredmeadrinkinsteadofwater,I

smiledasIthankedheranddrankup.

NowIwasafraidofgettingupandleavebecauseI

knewthatcarwasstillwaiting…Ithinkshenoticed

thatIwasnervousbecauseshethensatdown

acrossme.

Madlamini:urightmntanam?(Mychildareyou

okay?)

Me:ndirightma…uhm,enkosimama.(I’mokay

mama,thankyou)

Madlamini:ungumamnikenontombi?(What’syour



clan?)

Me:ndingumam’Tshawema.(Mam’Tshawema)

Madlamini:oohokay.Uqinisekileukubauright?

Ukhangelekawothukile.(Areyousureyou’reokay?

Youlookabitfrightened)

Ilookedatthedoorthenbackather…

Me:ikhonaimotoendilandelayomamayazi,

ndiyiqaphelengokundiphumaeshop.Okoithechu

aphemvakwam.(There’sacarthathasbeen

followingmeafterIlefttheshop)

Madlamini:lemotoimthubi?(Youmeantheyellow

car)

Me:ewema.(Yesma)

Madlamini:heh,yazikeokoibijikelazaapha

namhlanje.Khawumendikhangeleubhutiwalapha

akukhaphe.(Ihavenoticedthiscargoingaround

today.Letmelookformysontowalkyouhome)



ShemusthaveknownwhereIlivedbecauseIwas

justdowntheroadandIwouldpassbyherplace

almosteverydayespeciallywhenI’mcomingfrom

thelibrary.Shewalkedoutsideandcamebacka

fewminuteslater…

Madlamini:heymntanam,ubhutiwalapha

semkile,uphangeleinightshift.(Itlookslikehe’s

alreadyleftforwork,he’sonnightduty)

Me:hayakhongxakimama,mandithichu.Maybe

seyimkilelemoto.(Nothere’snoproblemma,I’ll

walkbymyself.Maybethecarhasleftalready)

Madlamini:isekhonamntanam,isameaphaentla

komzi.(Thecarisstillheremychild,itisstill

waitingupthere)

Yhohaike…

Madlamini:ungalalaaphasisi,ndizokukhapha



ksasauyothathaiimpahlazotshintshaforukuya

eskolweni.(Youcansleephere,I’llwalkyouhome

inthemorningsothatyoucanchangeontimefor

scholl)

Me:haymamaandizokwaziukuxakekisaoluhlobo.

Mandihambe,maybeiyazihambelanjelamoto.(No

mamaIcan’tputyouthroughthatmuchtrouble,let

megohome,maybethecarisjustmindingitsown

business.)

Madlamini:haykalokuTshawekazikwababantwana

balahlekayokweliBhayiandizokwazimntanam

ukuyekauhambeungazivakhuselekileyotu.Nam

ndinomzukulwanaofundaeRhawutiniongangawe,

inimbakeiyafana.Yiza,uzolalakulakamerayakhe.

(Icannotletyougowhileyou’refeelingunsafe,

especiallyamidstthesekidnappingsherearound

PE.Ialsohaveagranddaughteryouragewhoisin

Gauteng,comesleepinherroom.)

Well…

Iwasafraid,obviouslyandsecondly,shewasjust



beinganangel.Icouldn’trefuseevenifIwantedto.

Shedishedupforme,warmedthefoodsatya

watchingTVthewangenisaizintozegadiyakhe

(shecollectedhergardentools),waphunga(had

coffee),weprayedthensayolala(wewenttosleep).

Icouldn’tsleep…pastelevenIcalledNkosinathi,

hopingaphendule(Heanswer)becauseIdidn’t

wanttocallmybrothersaboutthis.Tu.

Nkosinathi:hey.

Me:youdon’tsoundlikeyouweresleepingatall.

Nkosinathi:neitherdoyou,what’sup?

Me:howisyoursister,andthekids?

Nkosinathi:she’salright,shewaswithhimwhen

theircargothijacked.

Me:ohno,didtheyhurther?

Nkosinathi:no,shejusthasaswollenankle.Other

thanthat,she’sfine.

Me:thekids?



Nkosinathi:bazobaright…they’restillinshock,but

they’llbealright.Now,utheniwena?

Me:IthinkImightbeintrouble.

Nkosinathi:with?

Me:taKhiroandhispeople?

Nkosinathi:why?

Me:there’sacarthat’sbeenfollowingmetoday,I

couldn’tevenreachmyplacebecauseIfeltuneasy

soIaskedforwaterkomnyumzi…ndiselapho

kulomzinangoku.

Nkosinathi:uthiniCassandra?Uphingoku?

Me:afterndifumeneamanzi,whichwasnotreally

amanzibutanyway,Itoldumamalaphaba

ndilandelwayimotoandI’mnotfeelingsafe,she

triedgettingmehersontowalkmehomebut

ebesephangeleungeneinightshift.Soshegaveme

hergrandchild’sroomwathiuzondikhaphak’sasa

uyonxibaendlini.

Nkosinathi:butyou’resafe,fornow,right?

Me:ewe.Butwhatifndibekanobakheubomi



engozini?

Hesighed…

Me:Iknowyouhaveezakhoizinto,I’msorryto

budgeyouwiththis.

Nkosinathi:nonono,don’tbesorry.Isaidyou

shouldcallwhenyouneededsomeonetotalkto.

Me:Iknowukudeandthere’snotmuchyoucando.

Nkosinathi:Iwillorganizesomeonetocomefetch

youandtakeyoutocampustomorrowmorning.

Me:Idon’thaveaclassngomso,butthankyou.

Nkosinathi:okay,noproblemjusttrytobeinone

place,callmeagainwhenyou’renotfeelingsafe.

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:atsomepointyouwillhavetotellyour

brothers,youknowthat,right?

Me:hayNkosinathiIcannottakethatrisk.



Nkosinathi:hey,listenhere…youwillhavetolet

themknowthatyou’renotfeelingsafe.Youdon’t

havetotellthemeverythingbutatleastlet

someonefromyourfamilyknow.

Ikeptquiet…

Me:okay.Goodnight.

Nkosinathi:goodnight.

Iturnedmyphoneoffandlayonmybackthinking,

theroomwasbeautifulanditsmeltfresh.

Madlaminimustbeacleanlady,orher

granddaughterwasbackinthelastweekortwo?
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InthemorningIwokeup,shewasupalready,

havingcoffeeinthelounge.

Me:molomama.



Madlamini:molomntanam,ulelekakuhlekodwa?

Me:ewemama,enkosi.

Madlamini:sendiphekileipapa,hlalaphantsiutye.

Icouldn’trefuse,IfeltlikeIwasinmyownhome.

Shedishedupforbothofus,wesatdownandhad

porridge,hersonwalkedinfromworklooking

sleepish.Hegreeted,putonthekettleandthen

walkedbackouttohisroomattheback.Sometime

later,hecameback.Hismotherfilledhimin,then

whenIwasdoneeatinghecheerfullywalkedme

downthestreetandevenwaitedformetobeinside.

Mylandlordwasdoingherlaundryoutside…Ijust

greetedandwentinsidemyroom,wenttobaththen

coopedupmyselfinbedandwatchedseries.My

mothercalled…Iknewimmediatelythatthelandlord

hadcalledher.

Me:mamam?

Mom:babygirl,howareyou?



Me:ndirightmama,unjaniwena?

Mom:I’mokaysisi…kuthwayoudidnotsleepin

yourroomlastnight.

Me:ewemama.

Mom:bekuthenisisi?

Me:bendiyofundamamaelibrarysosaphuma

ebusuku,sincewewereallgirlsIcouldn’twalk

aloneebusukusondalalakwabanye.

Mom:oohokay,nexttimekemntanamtrytoreport

toyourlandlord.

Me:okaymama.

Mom:whattimeisyourclassbaby?

Me:Idon’thaveonetoday,I’mabitfatiguedsoI’m

spendingthedayindoorsma.

Mom:phumlakemntanam,akhontoushotangayo

phofu?

Me:yinyamanedatamama.

Mom:yhueshe!



Me:ohpleasemamam,yhinisewubuzekakuhle

kangaka.

Shelaughedatme,promisedtosendmoneylater

onthatdaysoIcanbuymymeatfollowingdayon

mywayfrommyclass.Ireallyspentmydayinbed,

thenlatercookedandstillcontinuedbinge

watchingseriesuntilanunknowncallcame

through…Itookadeepbreathin.

Me:hello?

TaKhiro:Cassandra,unjani?

Iknewhisvoicealltoowell…Icouldfeelmychest

closingin.

TaKhiro:youdon’thavetobeafraidofme,I

wouldn’thurtyouevenifIwantedto.

Me:ufunantonikekum?



TaKhiro:ndiyakuthandanjendanditshilokuwe,I’m

justcallingtocheckuponyou.

Me:seriously?

TaKhiro:yes.

Me:oh-kay…I’mokay.

TaKhiro:usure?

Me:yes…look,whyareyourguysfollowingme

around?

TaKhiro:whatguys?

Me:there’sayellowcarthatwasfollowingme

aroundyesterdayandI’msureit’soneofyourcars.

TaKhiro:ohthat,haydon’tworryaboutit.It’s

sorted.

Me:what’ssorted?

TaKhiro:Qaqambasaidsomethingaboutyou

sayingsomethingtothepolice,butmycontacttold

usyouactuallydidn’tsayanything.Theguysjust

wantedtohaveawordwithyou.

Me:taKhiro?



TaKhiro:Yes.

Me:Pleasetellyourpeopletoleavemethehell

alone.HowamIsupposedtostudyifIamalways

onthelookoutformylife?Doyoupeopleknowhow

traumaticthatis?Walkingthesestreetslooking

behindyouallthetimebecauseyoumightbe

kidnappedorsomething?

Hekeptquiet…

Me:please,IdideverythingyousaidIshoulddo,I’m

nolongerfriendswithQueandIdon’treallycare

whatshedoes.Nowjustleavemealone.

TaKhiro:okay.

Me:thankyou.

TaKhiro:now,ontotheothermatter.

Me:whatothermatternow?

TaKhiro:CassandraIloveyou,andIwillnotstop

tellingyouthatuntilitsinksintoyourheart.



Me:someofuslovewithheads,ourheartsaretoo

fragile.Sorry.

TaKhiro:canyougivemeachance?

Me:no.

TaKhiro:why?

Me:Idon’ttrustyou.I’mlegitafraidofanything

relatingtoyou.

TaKhiro:butyoudon’tknowme.Icouldbeanyone.

Ifrozeatthat.

Idon’tknowhim.

I’veneverseenhisface.

Hereallycouldbeanyone.

TaKhiro:Please?

Me:no,I’msorry.

TaKhiro:okay…Idon’teasilygiveupthough.ButI’ll

letyoube,fornow.



Me:yhohay!

Ihungup.

WherewillIliveinpeace?

Tyhini!Igotup,turnedoffthelightsandhadan

earlynight.TherewasnothingelsetodoandIhad

tobefreshforthefollowingday,wehadagroup

presentationintwodayssothatmeantanother

librarysessionandpreparation.Nkosinathididn’t

call,soIdidn’tcallhimtoo,instead,inthemorningI

waswokenupbyatextaskingifIstillneed

someonetocomefetchmetowhichItextedback

andtoldhimnoI’llbefine.Preparedforclassand

leftwithmylunchbox.

Fastforwardtothreedayslater,afterour

presentationIaskedtoleavebecauseIwasn’t

feelingwellatall.Iwenttothepharmacyfirstand

gotmyselfsomepills,thenIwalkedhome.WhenI

gottomygate,therewasNkosinathi’scarparked

there.HegotoutasIapproachedthegate…



Me:Hey…whatareyoudoinghere?

Nkosinathi:hey,youlookexhausted.

Me:Iam.

Heextendedhisopenarms,Ididn’tevenhesitate,I

wentforit.Ineededit.AfterthatpresentationI

neededsomethingwarmandassuring,hishugwas

justthat.

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:you’reevenheatingup,areyouokay?

Me:I’mtiredandIfeelsick,butI’llbefine.Gotmeds

fromthepharmacy.

Ishowedhimthepharmacybag,hedidn’tseem

convincedatall.



Nkosinathi:Iwasn’texpectingyou,yet.

Me:ubuzohlalaaphauntilwhen?

Nkosinathi:udeuphumeeskolweni.

Me:yho…awunantoyokwenza?

Nkosinathi:ndinazo,Ijustwantedtoseeyoufirst

becauseifIdidn’tstarthere,bendisenongakuboni.

Me:oh.

Heopenedthepassengerdoor…

Nkosinathi:getin,masambe.

Me:Ineedtore-

Nkosinathi:please.

Isighedandgotinthecar,hedroveinsilenceand

tookmetoanactualdoctor,Iwasexaminedand

yes,thedoctorsaiditsexhaustionandflue.

MeaningnowIwasbookedofffortherestofthe



weekandgivenandvitaminBCoinjectionandother

multivitaminstohelpmerecover.Hedroveto

McDonaldsandboughtafamilymeal,thendrove

mebacktomyplace.

Nkosinathi:willyoubeokay?

Me:yes,it’sjustflue.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra.

Me:seriouslybro,youdidn’thavetotakemetothe

doctorbutthankyou,Iappreciateit.

Nkosinathi:Ihavetocancelmyflightfortomorrow,

Ican’tleaveyoulikethis.

Me:hayini,undivile?Okay,umvileugqirhangoku

ebesithiit’sjustflueandexhaustion?Andiguleli

ukufasoyouactuallycango.

Heignoredme…aswedrovenearertoMadlamini’s

homeIaskedhimtodropmeoffthere,justtotell

herI’mokay.Andthankher.Hewantedtogoinwith

me,Iwasn’tupforarguingwithhimoverahouse-



visit.Madlaminiwasinhergarden,pruningher

tomatotrees.Whenshesawme,shesmiled

excitedlyandsroppedeverythingtocomegreetme,

wehuggedforanintenseminutethenwewalked

insideherhouse.

Madlamini:ohmntanam,unjani?Ukhangeleka

udiniwekodwa.

Me:ndinefeverma,kodwakendiright.

Madlamini:molonawebhuti?

Nkosinathi:molomama,ndiyakubonauright.

Madlamini:mqaba-qabamntanam.Heh

Tshawekazi,iphelelephilangxaki?

Me:hayndiyendaxelelalobhutindihambanaye

mama,kodwakekuthekantibekungekhonto

ingako.

Madlamini:oohhaykekungcono,uyilekekwagqirha?

Me:ndivelakhonamamangoku.

Madlamini:oohokay,ungumnikewenandoda?



Nkosinathi:ndinguRhadebemama.

Madlamini:ah,umth’omkhulu,ndlebezintlezombini!

Theybothlaughed,hewasinhiselement.

Madlamini:ohbanobubelekeabobantu,

ndiyathembaubafuzilenawe.

Nkosinathi:kuthwaumntuakazingqineliZizikazi,

kodwakungqinaihamboyakhe.

Madlamini:uvuthiwe!

Again,theylaughed.Iwasjustsittingtheresmiling.

ThankedGodshedidn’tasktherelationsbetween

mnanoNkosinathi,maybeshehadmadeherown

conclusions.Afterthatchat,Nkosinathigaveher

R100tobuy“drink”shedidn’twanttotakeittu,but

heinsistedwancamawayithathathenweleft.Drove

thatshortdistanceandparkedatmyplace…



Me:I’msuremymotheralreadyknowsthatIwas

takenbyaBlueranger.

Nkosinathi:landlordisaspyhuh?

Me:ohwell,Igetusedtoit.

Nkosinathi:mmmh.

Itookmybag,

Me:enkosionceagain.

Nkosinathi:areyousureyou’llbefine?

Me:yesI’msure,gobacktoyoursister.Sheneeds

youmore,andyourgirlfriendorwifemustbe

missingyouaswell.

Nkosinathi:okay…Iwillcallyouk’sasabecauseI

don’twanttowakeyou.Youhavetoeat,theneat

themedsandstayinbed.

Me:yesdad.

Nkosinathi:mxm…here.



Ichuckledathowhesaid“mxm”whenIsaid“yes

dad”,hegavemetheMcDonaldsmeal.Itookiit

withoutargumentbecauseIknewkwangoku

ebeyithengauyithengelamna.Maybehedidn’twant

metocookwhenI’msupposedtobeinbed

allowingthemedicationtowork.Wepartedways,I

wentinsideandgotinbed.Iwasn’thungryatall,I

justatethechipsandthemedicationthenndalala.I

didn’twannacallhomeandstressthefolksout,and

mybrotherscan’talwaysbeavailablewheneverI

feellike.Followingday,Iwokeupwithfullblown

flue,blockednose,redsoreeyes,sorebodyand

joints.Theworks.Iwokeup,warmedmilkforcereal

thenwentbacktobed…ItextedmymomtotellherI

wasn’tfeelingwell,becauseIknewlandlordwas

gonnatellherthatIskippedclassesanyway.Past

oneintheafternoon,mybrother(Steve)calledand

saidhe’soutside,Ipeepedthroughthewindowand

openedforhim,hedroveinandcameoutofthecar

withAphiwe,umntanakaSis’Asanda.Theybrought

inshoppingbags…ohumamabethuna.Aphiweand



Ihugged,whilethebigbrowaspackingthefoodin

mycupboards.

Me:niyaphi?

Aphiwe:uthiumakhuluuyagula,uyamazike.

Me:wes’banditshilokuyebait’sjustflu.

Steve:whoboughtyoumeds?

Uh-oh!

Me:myfriend.

Steve:Nkosinathi?

Me:yep.

Thenheignoredus,Aphiwelookedatme

quizzicallyIjustshrugged.

Aphiwe:youreallylooksickthough.

Steve:weshouldgetyoutothedoctor.



Me:thatwon’tbenecessarybhuti,Iwasatthe

doctorizolosothemedicationwillprobablyworkin

adayortwo.

Steve:hetookyoutothedoctor?

Me:heinsisted,besendizithengelemnaamayezae

chemist.

Akhona:who’sthisdude?

Steve:uneboyfriendumakaziwakhomfondini.

Me:akayoboyfriendyambhutiuNkosinathi,we’re

justfriends.

Steve:friendswhospendmoneyondoctor’sbills

arehardtofind.

Akhona:whenarewemeetinghim?

Steve:askagain.

Me:meetingforntoni?

Myphoneran…ithadtobethefriendinquestion!

Yho.



Me:hello?

Nkosinathi:uvukeunjani?

Me:IthinkI’mworse,but…unjaniwena?

Nkosinathi:I’mokay.Andihambangaizolo,canI

comeseeyou?

Me:notnow.

Nkosinathi:why?

Me:mybrothersarehere.

IsawStevegivingmethelook,butIdidn’tcare.I

couldseeAkhonawasalsosayingsomethingbut,I

didn’tcare.Nkosinathiwasnotgoingtocomehere

whiletheywerehere.

Nkosinathi:oohokay,textmelater.

Me:I’llcallyouk’sasa.I’mgonnahaveanearly

night.



Nkosinathi:pleasetextmelatertoday,I

rescheduledmyflighttotomorrowevening.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:shrap.

Me:sho.

Wehungup.

Akhona:hewantedtocomehere,whydidn’tyou

allowhimto?

Steve:doeshehavetoaskbeforehecomes?

Me:yes,heknowsIhaveastrictlandlordwho

doesn’tallowanyoneintotheyard.

Akhona:youshouldhavelethimcome,wejust

wannaseetheguy.

Steve:andpaybackhismoney.

Me:hedoesn’twanttobepaidbackbhuti,canwe

dropthisthingngokubethuna?



Theylookedateachotherandgiggled,haysukait

wasirritatingalready.
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Benzaukutyaaba(thesetwomadefood)andwe

atedinnertogether,Iknowtheywerejustbuying

time,theythoughtNkosinathiwouldgiveinandjust

comeunannouncedseeingthatitwasreallygetting

late.

Steve:Iwillbeoutofthecountryfortherestofthis

week,soifyouneedanythingjustcallyourother

brother.

Akhona:youmusthaveforgottenthathe’sonly

comingbackintwoweeks?

Me:uyephi?(Where’shegoneto?)

Steve:ohflip!

Akhona:he’sgoneonaprojectinMalawi.



Me:I’llbefineguys,don’tstress.

Akhona:andyouhaveNkosinathi.

Me:Akhona!

Steve:Shereallydoesn’twantustoseehim.

Me:thereisnothingtosee.

Akhona:ishemarried?

Me:Idon’tknow.

Steve:doesheatleasthaveagirlfriend?Haveyou

seenher?

Me:no.

Akhona:nohedoesn’tornoyouhaven’tseenher?

Me:noIhaven’tseenher.

Steve:sohedoeshaveone?

Me:Idon’tknow…it’snoneofmybusiness.

Steve:mh.

Akhona:haikemasikushiye(guesswemustleave

you)…Istillhaveaflighttocatchinthemorning.



Me:youguysneedtovisitthisyearhaibo,Imiss

AphiwenowthatI’veseenyou.

Akhona:wedefinitelywill.Buthewon’tbeableto

staylong,he’sgotatriptoEnglandthisyearforhis

golftournament.

Me:haynyhani?(Really)

Akhona:yep,he’sactuallyseriousaboutitmore

thanIthoughthewouldbe.

Me:andistheschoolpayingforit?

Akhona:nope,dadis.

Me:hashepaidforitalready?

Akhona:he’spaidforfiftypercentofit,theresthe

hastopayuponthedayofdeparture.

Me:ohokay.I’llcallhimandwishhimluck.

Afteracoupleofminutesthesetwoeventuallyleft,I

cleanedupmyroomandlayonmybedthinking

whetherIshouldcallthisguyornot.Idialedhis

numberbutdidn’tputthecallthrough,Ithinkthe



questionsmybrotherandnephewaskedmeabout

himmademecontemplate.Whatifhehasa

girlfriendorwifeandI’mdisturbingtheirquiettime?

ForallIknowhecouldbemarried,evenwithoutthe

weddingband.Butthenhesaidhewantedtobemy

“friend”soIwouldn’tbeoversteppingthe

boundarieshere,andhewasexpectingmycall

anyway.SoIcalledhim…

Nkosinathi:hello?

Me:hey…uhm,youcancome,ifyoustillwantto.

Nkosinathi:okay,onmyway.

Me:uyayazindirightneh?(YoudoknowI’malright,

right?)Like,youdon’treallyhaveto?

Nkosinathi:yep.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:sharp.

Hehungup…Iputonmyheater,afteraminute,



therewasaknockonmydoor.Igotandwentto

openbecauseIknewitcanonlybemylandlord,but

itwasn’t.Itwasoneofthetenants,Cleo.

Me:hey,Cleo.

Cleo:heysorrytodisturbyou…haveyouseenthe

madamtoday?

Me:uhm,no.why?

Cleo:Ihavebeentryingtocallherbutwithoutany

luckandshehasn’tbeenherethewholeday.

Me:areyousure?

Cleo:yeah,Iwassupposedtoreturnher5Lparaffin

thatshelearntmelastweekalready.

Me:haibo.

Webothwenttoknockthere,itwasdarkinsideand

locked.Wewenttotheothersidewhereourposts

aredroppedoffandwheretherubbishiscollected,

andtherewasanotice:IWILLNOTBEAVAILABLE



UNTILFURTHERNOTICE,FOREMERGENCIES

PLEASECONTACTRUEBENON…thenshelefther

son’snumber.

Me:oh…Iactuallydidn’tnoticethatshe’snot

around.

Cleo:ohwow!

Me:Ihopeshe’sokay.

Cleo:I’llcallhersontomorrow,it’salreadylate.

Me:yeah.

Webothreturnedtoourownrooms,Iputonthe

kettleforteaandworemyfuzzysockswhile

waitingforthisguy.Itwasn’tlongwhenhecalled…

Me:hey.

Nkosinathi:I’moutside.

Me:awufunungena?(Don’tyouwanttocomein?)



Nkosinathi:Idon’twannagetyouintrouble.

Me:it’sokay,she’snotaround.

Nkosinathi:sure.

Iopenedthegateforhim…hecameinwithfoodtoo.

Like,allofthemhadtocomeseemewithfood?I

justhadflue,Icouldstillcookformyself.Wedidn’t

hug,heputthefoodbagonthecupboardandsat

downonthestoolwhileIsatonmybed,coveredin

afleece.

Nkosinathi:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I’mbetter,thankyou.

Nkosinathi:yousoundbetterbutyoudon’tlook

better.

Me:Ithinkit’sbecauseIdidn’trestenoughbutI’m

okaynyhani,howisyourbrotherinlaw?

Nkosinathi:he’srecoveringverywell…heardthey

aredischarginghimtomorrow.



Me:that’sgoodnews.

Nkosinathi:yeah…so,yourbrothers?

Me:gosh!Theyactuallystayedheresolate

becausetheywantedtoseeyou.

Nkosinathi:sothatmeansyoutoldthemaboutme?

Me:Ihadtotellthemwhoboughtmemedication.

Nkosinathi:wouldhavelovedtomeetthem,butyou

saidIshouldn’tcome.

Me:theyhavethistheorythatwe’redating,

apparentlynofriendcanpaydoctor’sbillfora

friend.EspeciallyinPortElizabeth.

Heburstoutinlaughter,Iwasjustsmilingathim.

Hefoundthisamusing.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyourbrothers…maybeIshould

meetthemforreal.

Me:hayi,forntoni?(Why?)



Nkosinathi:theysoundlikegoodpeople.

Me:nothey’renot.Please.

Helaughed…

Me:uzohambangomsoubuyenini?(Ifyou’re

leavingtomorrow,whenareyoucomingback?)

Nkosinathi:Iamnotsure,that’swhyIwantedtosee

youtoday.

Me:oh.

Helookedatmewithallsincerity.

Me:dude,whyareyousuddenlysoserious?

Nkosinathi:Iuhm,wantedustotalk.

Me:about?

Nkosinathi:us.Ourfriendship.



Me:oh-kay…whataboutit?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Isatupandlookedathimuncomfortably,hewas

makingmeuncomfortable.

Me:Nkosinathi?

Nkosinathi:don’tlookstressednow,akhonto.

Me:but?

Nkosinathi:IfeellikeI’mcomingontoomuchon

you,Imean,Iwanttobethereforyou,Iwantto

protectyou…butatthesametime,Ifeellikeitcan

getoverwhelmingonyou.

Okaywait…whatjusthappened?

Iwassoooooflippenconfused.

Me:sowait,areyoutryingtotellmethatyou’re



leavingbecauseofourfriendship?

Nkosinathi:notnecessarily.

Me:thenwhat?Areyouhavingproblemsbecause

ofourfriendship?Doesyouwomanhaveaproblem

withusbeingfriends?

Nkosinathi:noCassandra.

Me:thenwhatkaloku?

Hesighed.

Ijustlookedathim.

Nkosinathi:Iknowyou’renotfeelingwell,canwego

tothebeach.We’llstayinthecar.

Me:whatdoyouwannasaytherethatyoucan’tsay

now?

Nkosinathi:Please.

Me:Nkosinathicomeon,manup.Whatisgoingon?



Hegotupfromwherehewasseatedandcameto

sitnextme,takingmyhandsintohis.

Me:what’sgoingon?

Nkosinathi:itwasKhirowhotriedtokillmysister

andherhusbandsothathecangetmeawayfrom

you.I’mabarriertohim.

Me:what?

Nkosinathi:here.

Hegavemehisphone,Ilistenedtothevoicemail

andmyheartsank.Icouldn’tbelievewhatIwas

hearing.Immediatelymyeyestearedupatthe

realizationthatitwasinfactKhiro’svoiceonthe

otherend,Ihadputhisfamilyindanger.

Me:I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:don’tbe,it’snotyourfault.

Me:don’t…webothknowIbroughtTaKhirointo



yourlifeandnowyourfamilyisindanger.I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:hey,lookatme.

Icouldn’t…heliftedmychinsoIlookedathim,then

myeyesfailedme.Iclosedthem,tryingtostopthe

tearsthathadwelledup.Hejusthuggedme,too

tightthatIactuallyletgoandcried.
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AfteracoupleofminutesIletgoofhisembrace

andcleanedmyselfup,hesatthereandjustwaited

formetobecalm.Itookinafewbreathsand

lookedathim…

Me:It’scool,youcango.Iwouldn’tliketoputmore

ofyourfamilymembersatrisk.

Nkosinathi:thatisnotthecase,I’mnotgoingaway

becauseIfeelI’matrisk.I’mgoingawaysothatI

canregroupwithpeoplewhoknowKhiro’sworld



andseewhatmychancesare.

Me:noNkosinathi,thatmanisathug.Youcannot

stoopdowntoherlevel.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra.

Me:pleasedon’tdothis.

Nkosinathi:Ihavetostophim,howmanyother

peopleishegoingtohurtbecausetheycomecloser

toyou?Someonehastostophim.

Ikeptquiet…maybeIshouldhavejustbeenhonest

withmyfamilyaboutthisTaKhirostoryfromthe

start.

Nkosinathi:whatisitthatmakeshimfeelentitled

whenitcomestoyou?

Me:Idon’tknow.

Nkosinathi:didhesayanythingastowhyhe

releasedyouandnottheothergirls?Whyyou?

Me:apparentlyhehasacrushonme.



Nkosinathi:oh,thatexplainsit.

Me:explainswhat?

Nkosinathi:himwantingmeawayfromyou.

Isighed…hemusthavebeenstalkingme,us.For

himtoknowthatwe’vebeenspendingtimetogether

hemusthavebeenkeepinganeyeonmeeversince

Igotback.It’sbeenoverayearnowforgoodness

sake,doesn’thehavealife.

Nkosinathi:I’llcallyou.

Me:okay.

Hegotuptoleave,Iwalkedhimtomydoor.

Nkosinathi:areyousafewitheverything?

Me:like?

Nkosinathi:food,toiletries…thelikes?



Me:yeahI’msorted.Thankyouforasking.

Nkosinathi:okay.Byenow.

Heopenedhisarmssowehugged,Iheardmyself

saying“I’mgonnamissyou”towhichhereplied

“I’maphonecallawayandI’llbebackbeforeyou

knowit”Ijustnod.Beforesteppingout,hekissed

meontheforeheadthenhewalkedout.Iopened

thegateforhim,lockedmydoorandcriedmyselfto

sleep.Ididn’tknowwhetherI’mcryingbecausehe

wasleavingorI’mcryingbecauseI’veputhislife

andhisfamilyindanger.Butkewhatmattersisthat

Iwascrying.

TwodayslaterIwasfineyaz,noNkosinathiandno

TaKhiroinsight.IwasdoingwhatIhadcometoPE

todo:STUDY!OnthelastdayofthesemesterIsaw

LisakhanyaatdistancesoIchangeddirection,I

couldn’triskmylifelikethat.Ihadcometo

understandthateventhemeekestpeoplecanbe

deadly.Shewouldn’tfoolmetwice.



Idivertedandwalkedtheotherway,thenIsawat

shortdistancethreecars,onewasthatof

Qaqamba’sboyfriend.Thesameonethattookusa

yearago…yhoIfeltchestpainsasmypace

quickened.Again,Iquicklywalkedrightinto

Madlamini’shouse,butshewasn’ttheresoImade

smalltalkwithhersonwhowantedtowalkme

homebecausehewasgoingtothegaragefor

diesel.Iwasmorethanhappy,that’swhatIinitially

wantedanyway.Wewalkedtogethertalkingabout

nonsenseuntilitwasmyturntoleavehim,Iquickly

gotinsideandclosedthegate.Gotinsidemyroom

andstartedpackingthenIcalledmydad…

Dad:Nontombi?

Me:I’mreadytobepickeduptata.

Dad:haibo,aren’tyoutakingataxi?

Me:yhu,Ithoughtumamaaskedyoutocomefetch

me.

Dad:itmusthaveslippedhermind,takeataxi.I’ll

transferyoumoneyjustnow.



Me:yhuha.atataandizokwazi,kwababantubabiwa

kangakakweliBhayiyhohayuxoloTshawe

ndiyoyika.(Iwon’tbeableto,peoplearebeen

abductedhereandI’mscared)

Helaughedatme…thathurt.

Dad:okay,I’mstillinameetingrightnow.I’llcall

youwhenI’mcoming.

Me:I’msorryifndikukhuphaendleleniyakho.(I’m

divertingyourfromyouway)

Dad:hayawundikhuphimntanamqhabendicinga

unokubaungxamile.(Noyou’renot,butIthought

you’reinahurry)

Me:hayIdon’tmindwaitingtata.

Dad:okaykenontombi.

Wehungup.

Iwasn’tabouttoriskmylifetuespeciallyhaving



seenthatcar.Iheardsomeonecallingmynameso

IjustopenedmywindowandsawLisaatthegate.

Me:yintoni?(What?)

Lisa:nd’celaungenachomi.(I’dliketocomein

pleasemyfriend)

Me:ndiyichomiyakhongoku?(SoI’myourfriend

now?)

Lisa:Cassplease,I’mintrouble.

Me:urightLisa,hambaiyakuQaqamba.Iimoto

zamadodaenuzinilindile,oruthunywezizonawe

aphakum?(GobacktoQaqamba.Yourmen’scars

arewatingforya’ll,ordidtheysendyoutome?)

Lisa:Cassandrandiyakucelatorhond’cela

undivuleleigatemylifeisindanger.(PleaseIam

beggingyou,openthegate,mylifeisindanger)

Me:AndizokuvulelagateLisakhanya,nobamubomi

wabufakaengoziniandyoudidn’tgiveadamn

ndithenikengokumnandimunculento

ndizocingelananawe?Hayfokof.(I’mnotgoingto



opennogate,youalsoendangeredmylifeandyou

didn’tcare,amIthatstupidnow?Thatyouwantme

tofeelpityforyou?)

Iclosedmywindow,andwaitedfordadtocome

fetchme.IwasalreadyfedupwithPortElizabethI

justwantedtobehomewithmyfamilyalready.I

swearLisadidn’tgoaway,shewasstillcallingmy

nameinthatgatebutIignoredheruntilsomeone

elseopenedthegateforherandtheybothcame

knockingonmydoor.Iputonheadsetsandplayed

music.

Ionlywokeupwhenmydadcalledandsaidhewas

outside…tookeverythingandopenedthedooronly

tofindLisakhanyaonmystoep.

Me:canyoumoveoutofmyway?

Shejumpedup,shemusthavebeensleepingwhen

Iopenedthedoor.



Lisa:chomiplease,allIneedisfiveminutesofyour

time.

Me:youhaveoneminute.

Lisa:Iknowyou’regoinghometoday,pleaseask

yourdadtogivemealift.Ialsowannagohomebut

Idon’thavemoney.PleaseCassi-

Me:yourminuteisup.

Islightlypushedherasideandwalkedtomydad’s

car,thisgirlhadthelivertofollowme.Iopenedthe

car,greeteddadwhileIpackedmybags,hesawher

andgreetedher.

Dad:ugodukaniniwenaLisa?(Lisa,whenareyou

goinghome?)

Really?Shequicklywentovertohissideand

answeredhim.



Lisa:bendibawelatataugodukanangokuqha

andikabinamaliyohamba.(Iwouldhavelovedtogo

homeevennowbutIdon’thavemoneyyet)

Dad:ziphiiimpahlazakhouzokhwelaapha?(You

canridewithus,whereareyourclothes)

Me:uhlalakudeuLisatata(Lisalivesatadistance)

anditsgettinglate.

Dad:haykalokuasizokwaziumshiyaefuna

ugoduka.(Butwecan’tleaveher,shewantstogo

home)

Me:awuzoy’fakelwaimalikokwenuLisakhanya?

(won’ttheysendyoumoneyfromhome?)

Shetotallyignoredmeandjustlookedatmydad.

Thenerve!

Lisa:ndingabalekatatandiyozithatha,Ilivejustup

theroad.(Icouldrunnowandfetchtheme)

Dad:khwelamntanam.(Getinmychild)



Iwasalreadyinthefrontpassengerseat,she

directedhimtotheresidenceshewaslivingin,then

shegotoffandwenttofetchherclotheswhilewe

waitedontheparkingarea.Mydadlookedatme,I

lookedatmyphone.

Dad:kwenzekantonikuni?(What’sgoingon

betweenyoutwo)

Me:we’renolongerfriendstata.

Dad:whathappened?

Me:longstory,it’sbeenafullyearnow.

Dad:butwhatwasshedoingatyourplace?

Me:Idon’tknowandIdon’treallycare,maybeshe

wantedalifthome.

Dad:mntanam,musaukuyilahlaintliziyoentle

oyiphiweyonguThixoxaukudekunekhayalakho.

(Mychild,don’tabandonthebeautifulheartGod

gaveyoujustbecauseyou’refarawayfromhome)



Ikeptquiet…Iwasn’tabouttoplayfriendswith

Lisakhanyatu.

Dad:Nontombi?

Me:tata.

Dad:xolelamntanam.(Forgive)

Me:yhuha.atatatorho.

Dad:Idon’tknowwhathappenedwithyoutwobutI

knowthatyouwereoncegoodfriends,xolelasisi.

Ikeptquiet…shecameoutwithALLherbags,dad

helpedherloadinthetrunkthenshesatwithmy

bagsatthebackpassengerseats.Heputonjazzas

wedroveinpeace.Wedroppedherofffirstbecause

dadknewwhereshelived,thenwenthome.Spenta

weekathome…andIwasalreadymissing

NkosinathibutIdidn’twanttocallhim.
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Twoweekslater,Icalledhim.

Icouldn’ttakethesilence…itwasdreadful,lucky

enoughheansweredimmediately…wellnothim,

butatleastsomeoneanswered.

Simba:Nathi’sphonehello?

Me:hello,uhm…CanIpleasespeaktoNkosinathi?

Simba:he’sbusysisi,I’llaskhimtocallyouback.

Me:okaythankyou.

ThenIhungupimmediately.

Ididn’twanttostarthavingtoexplainwhoIwas

andallthat…afewhourslater,hecalledmeback

butmyphonewaswithOneleandsheansweredit

wezanayokum(shebroughtittome)looking

excitedasshecontinuedwithwhatsoevertheywere

talkingabout.Itookmyphoneandwenttolock

myselfinmyroom,Iknewshewasgonnaaskme

toputthephoneonspeakersothatshehearsthe

entireconversation.Isatonmybed,legscrossed



andlookingoutsidethewindow

Me:hey.

Nkosinathi:hey,yougood?

Me:I’mokay.You?

Nkosinathi:hangingthere…kuthwayoucalled.

Me:yeah,wasjustcheckinguponyou.

Nkosinathi:ohthankyou,otherwiseusureuright

though?

Me:yeahI’mcool,I’mathomesoI’malright.

Nkosinathi:ohendofsemesterkanene,okay.So

whencanIcomeandseeyou?

Me:Ithoughtyoucouldn’tbeseenwithmeor

aroundme?

Nkosinathi:butImissyou.

Me:butyouhadtowaitformetocallyou?

Hesighed.



Me:wheneverit’ssafe.

Nkosinathi:okay,I’llcallonceI’velandedthatside.

Me:wereyougonnacomethisanywayoryou’lljust

becomingdownforme?

Nkosinathi:I’llbecomingtoseeyou.

Me:amIthatimportant?

Nkosinathi:hee,whatkindofquestionisthat?I’llbe

comingtoseeyouandsomefriends,butthey’reat

workduringthedaysoIcanonlyseethemafter

four.

Me:alrightthen,ndizovangaweke.(I’llhearfrom

you)

Nkosinathi:yourbrotherswon’tmind?

Me:leavethemtome.

Nkosinathi:okaythen….

Wehungup…Iwasexcitedtoseehim.



Idon’tknowwhybutIreallywas.Ithrewmyentire

bodybackwardssmilingtotheceiling,whatifIwas

reallyfallingforthisguythough?Heexcitedmein

strangeways.Twodayslater,hecalledandsaid

he’llbelandinginthreehours.Igotready,nothing

hectic.Justabath,gotintoaknee-lengthdenim

dressandwhitekicksthenItookmyphoneand

wallet.AsIwasabouttogoout,mybrotherdrovein.

Onele:yhu,nankubhuti.(herecomeyourbrother)

Me:omphi?(Whichone?)

Onele:uTaSteve.

Me:yhini!

Sheburstintolaughter….Iwasstressed.

Onele:uyaphikantiwena?(Whereareyougoing?)

Me:I’mjustgoingtotown.

Onele:entweni?(Forwhat?)Yourotherfriendsare



notback.

Me:soIcan’tgototownngenxayokubabengekho?

(Becausethey’renotback?)

Onele:ndcelaukukhaphake?(CanIgowithyou?)

Me:hayand’funukhatshwaOnele.(No)

Isteppedout…huggedmybrotherandattemptedto

walkoutofthegatebuthehadgrabbedmywristso

tight.

Me:khayekebhuti.(Pleaseletgo)

Steve:uyaphindifika?(I’vejustarrived,whereare

yougoing?)

Me:I’mgoingtotown,ndizobuyakwangoku.(I’llbe

backjustnow?)

Steve:ndifika?Awunabubelekanene.(Ijustgot

here,whathappenedtoyourkindness)

Me:ufikandiphumanjebhuti,Ipromiseandizohlala.

(YougotherewhileIwasalreadyonmyway,I



promiseIwontbelong)

Onele:mbuzebhutiuyaphi,becauseakafuninoba

ndimkhaphe.(Askherwhereshe’sgoing,because

shedoesn’twantmetogowithher)

Me:eshe.

Nowmybrotherlookedatme…

Steve:landodayakhoikuladelengoku?(Yourman

hasfollowedyouherenow)

Me:uyaz’bonakebhuti?

Steve:hayndiyabuza?(I’mjustasking)

Ijustwalkedawayasifndiqumbile(I’mupset),he

calledaftermeapologizingbutIdidn’tturn.Ijust

walkedtothebusstopsothatIcouldcatchataxi.I

waitedforthisguyforlessthan5minutes,thenhe

appeared,wehugged,mykneeswentwobblyjust

bydrawinginhisscent.



Heheldmyhandverytightlyaswewalkedtohis

carmakingsmalltalk,openedthecarformeandwe

droveouttoaneaterynearthesea.Weorderedsea

foodanddrinks…hewassmilingatmeallthistime.

Me:stopstaring.

Nkosinathi:you’reglowing,kumnandiugoduka.(It

mustbenicebeinghome)

Me:akhonestresssobiwasana.(I’mnoteven

stressingofbeingabducted)

Webothlaughed…

Me:how’syourbrotherinlaw?

Nkosinathi:he’sdischarged,urightnoko.

Me:andyoursister?

Nkosinathi:baright…they’vesignedupfor

counselling.Thekidsneeditmorebuteveryoneis

okay.



Me:wena?

Hesmiled…tookasipandjustnod.

Nkosinathi:I’mgood.

Ilookedathim,hehadascratchthatIhadn’t

noticednearhisleftear.Iextendedmyhandand

touchedit…

Me:ubutheniapha?(Whathappenedtoyouhere?)

Nkosinathi:bendidlalane(Iwasplayingwiththe)

boys,nothinghectic.

Me:yho.

Nkosinathi:awumhlemanCassandra(youareso

beautiful)…youevencarrythislightatmosphere

aroundyou.



Iblushed.

Throughoutthatmealwesubtly“flirted”,wellIdid

heprobablywasjustbeinghimself.

Thenhesuggestedwegowatchamovie,andIwas

upforit.AfterthemoviewegrabbedIcecream…

“Naaaaaaathiiiiiiiiii”

Westoppedandturnedaroundtoseewhowas

callinghim,helaughedwhenherecognizedwho

shewas.Sheimmediatelyleftherfriendsandcame

runningtohim,Isteppedasideandwatchedthem

tightentheembrace.IthinkatsomepointImight

havehadaglimpseofjealousy,especiallywhen

shekissedhimonthelips,hedidn’tlooklikehewas

expectingit.Theyhadaconversationforafew

minutesbeforesherecognizedmypresence.

Kim:oh,hi.



Me:hi.

Thenshelookedathim.

Nathi:KimmeetCassandra,Cassandra…Kim.

Kim:nicetomeetyou.

Sheopenedherarms…wesemi-hugged.

Kim:mh,yousmellgoodsanagirl.

Me:youtoo…BrightCrystal?

Kim:yes!OhmyGod,inqabilekeloperfumeI’m

shockedyouknowit.

Nkosinathi:whatbrandisthat?

KimandI:Versace.

Henod…



Kim:howlongdidyousayyou’restaying?

Nkosinathi:I’mdependingonyourbrother,whydo

youask?

Kim:I’mwithmyfriendsrightnow,amIseeingyou

later?

Nkosinathi:mostdefinitely.

Kim:alrightthen,byenow.

Shekissedhischeekandrantoherfriends.There

wasanawkwardmomentbetweenthetwoofus

afterKimleft…Iclearedmythroatandwalkedon.

Hewalkedrightnexttomeandheldmyhand,don’t

knowwhyhefeltthatwasnecessarybutIwasn’t

complaining.Wegotinsidehiscarandhedrovefor

awhileinsilence.

Nkosinathi:you’resuddenlytooquiet.

Me:nawenje.(youtoo)

Nkosinathi:isitbecauseofKim?



Me:huh?

Nkosinathi:she’sahuggyperson,thosehugsand

kissesmeannothing.

Me:whyareyouexplainingthattomekengoku?

Nkosinathi:becauseIfeellikethat’swherethis

awkwardnessbegan.

Me:haybro,umdala(you’reold).Youcanbe

huggingandkissingwhosoeveryouwant,it’snone

ofmybusiness.

Wathula(Hekeptquiet)…wedrovearounduntilIgot

calledfromhomethenIaskedhimtotakemehome.

Wedrovetomyhouseinstillinsilence,twoblocks

awayIaskedtogetoff,hewasn’thavingit.

Nkosinathi:isthisyourhome?

Me:nobutI’llbeokayhere.

Nkosinathi:Iwannadropyouoffathome

Cassandra.



Me:akho(There’sno)needbra,I’lljusttakeawalk

upthestreetsendifikile.(I’malreadyclose)

Nkosinathi:kutheniungafunindibonekokwenunje?

(Whydon’tyouwantmetoseeyourhome?)

Me:ubhutiukhonaekhaya(Mybrotherishome),I

don’twanttobeansweringquestions.

Nkosinathi:amIthatembarrassing?

Isighedandlaybackonthechair…yaziIcouldtell

yonkeletensioniqalelephakulaKim.

Me:thisissounnecessaryyazi.

Nkosinathi:exactly,nowplease,letmedropyouoff

kokwenu.(Atyourhome)

Isighedagain,decidedtojustdirecthimstraightto

myhousendayibonangokoekabhutiindaba.When

westoppedatthefrontyardmybrother’scarwasn’t

there,itactuallylookedliketherewasnobodyhome.



Nkosinathi:butingathiakukhobantuaphanje.(It

lookslikethere’snobodyhome)

Me:lentondiyibonayo…(Exactly)

IdialedOnele…

Onele:haysikushiyilekethinabekukudalangoko.

(We’veleftyou,youtookyourtime)

Me:eshe,niyephi?(wherehaveyouguysgoneto?)

Onele:ubhutihastakenusoutfordinner,but

sisaqaleeairportsiyokhaw’lelaumama.(We’re

goingoutfordinner,butfirstwe’repickingmomup

attheairport)

Me:oh,nindiphatheleukutyakecozndilaphaendlini.

(Pleasebringmefood,I’mhome)

Onele:sure.



Idroppedthephone…

Nkosinathi:akhobantunyhani?(There’sreally

nobody?)

Me:yeah.

Hestartedthecaragainwaqhuba(anddrove)

Me:haibo!

Nkosinathi:andizokushiyawedwaapha.(I’mnot

gonnaleaveyouhereallalone)

Me:ekhaya?Hayayikhokelentouyenzayo.(Atmy

ownhome?)

Hestoppedthecarandlookedatme.Gosh,his

eyes.

Nkosinathi:okayfine,hlikakeuyohlalawedwa

kokwenu.(Youcangetoffthecarandbehome



alone)

Ihesitated.

Nkosinathi:thoughtasmuch.

Hestartedtheignitionagain.

IsmiledasIlookedoutthewindow,Isuddenly

wantedtobeinhiscompanyforlonger,mydaywith

himreallygotruinedngulaKim.Sheputmeoff.
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Wedrovearoundandeventuallywenttoeatagain,

hahaguywasfeedingmeandIwasenjoyingbeing

fedbytheguy.Hewasindeedagreatcompanyto

bearound.Hemademehappy.Wewerehavingribs

andsalads,hehadjustoneglassofwhiskeynextto

him…itwaswaaaaaaaaaaypastfour.

Me:didyoutellyourfriendsthatyou’llberunning

late?



Nkosinathi:Itextedthemostimportant.

Me:Kim’sbrother?

Nkosinathi:yeah.

Me:mh.

Hestoppedeating…

Nkosinathi:don’tyouwanttomeetthem?

Me:hay!

Nkosinathi:andthatexclamation?

Me:it’sno-

Hisphonerang,itwasnearertomeandIsawKim’s

nameonthescreen.Heanswered…Igotupand

wenttothebathroom.Afterclosingthedoorofthat

cubicleIlecturedmyselfforafullminute,whywasI

suddenlyfeelingjealousnow?Hewasn’tmy

boyfriendandwhoeverhedecidedtokisswasn’t



myconcern.WhywasIcatchingfeelingsallofa

sudden?LuckilyIhadmyphonewithme,Iwanted

tocallooOneletocomefetchme Iwas

definitelyfailingmyselfhere…Aphiwecalledme

ndisahlelikulatoiletseat.

Me:mtshana!

Aphiwe:ohhaike,unjani?Uphikuthenikuneecho?

(howareyou?Whereareyou,whyisthereanecho?)

Me:ndisebathroom.What’sup?

Aphiwe:wasjustcheckinguponyou.

Me:oh-kay.Why?

Aphiwe:becauseImissedyou.

Me:hayAphiwe.

Heburstintolaughter…Iknowmyfamily,like,I

knowthem.



Aphiwe:IwannacomevisityouinPEnobayi

weekendey’1.

Me:yhu…why?

Aphiwe:comeonmakazi.

Me:ungathimakaziuyandicenganyhani.Yhuu

Aphiwe.(whenyoucallmeyourauntIknowyou're

reallybegging)

Aphiwe:hayphumaetoiletuthethakakubiyileecho.

(pleasegetoutofthetoilet,theechoismakingbad

sounds)

Me:haysukaandifunivisitorsmnakwam.(Idon't

wantvisitorsatmyplace)

Aphiwe:ayondluyakholeya,ufunandiceleku

makhuluandicengelekulandlordwakho?(that's

notyourhouse,doyouwantmetoaskgrannyto

speaktoyourlandlordandaskpermission?)

Me:uyirubbishuyeva?(you'rerubbish,youknow

that?)

Aphiwe:Iguesswehaveadealthen,favoriteaunt.



WelaughedasIhunguponhim,tchini.Iwalkedout

stilllaughingatthisweirdo,wellIwasjustsmiling

whenIreachedthetable.Nkosinathiwasstillonthe

phone,yhuhaike .Isatdownandhespokefora

fewminutesthenhungup.

Nkosinathi:wheredidyoudisappearto?

Me:bathroom.WhatdidImiss?

Nkosinathi:nothingmuch,butyourfoodmustbe

cold.

Me:it’sfine.

Iattendedtomymeal…

Nkosinathi:andthatsmile?

Ilookedup,like,Iwasstillgigglybecauseof

AphiweandIcouldn’thideit.



Me:whatsmile?

Nkosinathi:thatone,rightthere.

Me:hayman…Iwasjustspeakingtomynephewon

thephone.

Nkosinathi:mh.

Hesaidthat“mh”withalittlechucklebutIignored

him.Wecontinuedeating,hesettledthebillthenwe

walkedtotheparkinglot…

Nkosinathi:sowheredoesyourgirlfriendlive?

Me:girlfriend?

Nkosinathi:yeah,theonewhoansweredyourphone.

Holyflip ♀ kaneneI'malesbainwhohasa

girlfriendsomewhereinSouthernAfrica.Iquickly

thoughtofananswer…EventhoughIwascaught

offguardbythenquestion.



Me:oh,shelivesinJoburg.

Nkosinathi:whendoIgettomeether?

Me:whenIfinallymeetyourgirlfriendthenIwill

thinkaboutit.

Nkosinathi:youstillgonnathinkaboutit?

Me:ewe.I’mgonnathinkaboutit.

Wereachedhiscar…forsomereasonwejuststood

byagainstit,withouteventhinkingaboutit,Ifelthis

handonmychin,thenhislipsonmylips.Iclosed

myeyesandtriednottooverthinkwhatwas

happening,apartofmewantedtopushhimback,

butanothergreedypartofmewantedtokisshim

deeperthanthekissitself.Hemusthavefeltmy

bodyrelaxingathismagicaltouch,thathe

furthermorekissedme,partingmylipswithhis,

suckingmybottomlip.Webreathedthesameair…I

couldtastethewhiskeyhewasdrinkingwhilewe

wereeating,thenhestoppedbutdidn’tmovean



inch.

Nkosinathi:Iwanttobemorethanafriendtoyou.

Me:it’sthewhiskeytalking.

Nkosinathi:I’mnotdrunk.

Me:Nkosinathi.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra,ndifunawena.

Ndiyakuthanda…IcameallthiswaybecauseI

wantedtobeclosertoyou.Iwantedtospendtime

withyou.

Ididn’tknowwhattosay…morethananythinghe

smeltHEAVENLYohmygoodLord hesmeltso

goodmykneeswereweakening!

Nkosinathi:Iknowyousaidyou’realesbianandI

don’thaveaproblemwiththatbut…ndiyakuthanda

andIjustdon’tknowwhattodowithmyselfwhenit

comestoyou.



Me:haveyoutriedcontrollingyourself?

Nkosinathi:whatI’mdoingrightnowisthebestI

caneverdo.

Me:youcallthiscontrol?

Nkosinathi:youdon’tgetit.

Me:makemegetitthen.

Heloweredhisheadandkissedmeagain,thistime

aroundIjustletgo.Iwantedtobekissednjenait

wasnousetryingtodeprivemyselfofwhatIknewI

wantedthatverymoment,whenwasthelasttimea

manactuallyheldme?Iwasn'tabouttoruinthis

momentbecauseofsomehighschoolbadbreakup.

Hisarmswerestrongerthantheylooked.His

hands…Somandla ♀!Hepinnedmeagainst

hiscarandkissedthelightsoutofmybrains…

whenwefinallystopped,hewipedthecornerofmy

lipswithhisthumb,slickingitdowntomychin.My

handwasonhischestandtheother,onhiswaist

grabbingthefabricofhist-shirtandwejuststood

thereintotalsilencejustlisteningtohisothers



breathing.Hisphonerangbutheignoredit,itrang

againbuthejustignoredit.

Me:answeryourphone.

Nkosinathi:Idon’twantto.

Me:iyangxolake.(it'smakinganoise)

Hereachedforitandputitonsilent.

Nkosinathi:doyougetitnow?

Me:maybe…But…

Nkosinathi:but?

Me:you'reoldenoughtobemyelderbrother,they'd

neverexceptourrelationship.

Nkosinathi:they?

Me:myfamily,mysiblings.

Nkosinathi:Idon'treallycareaboutthem,Icare

aboutyou.



Me:Imaycareaboutyou,butIcarealotabout

them.

Nkosinathi:Iwillnotpushyou,butjustknowthatI

wanttobewithyou.Iloveyou,andI'ddoanything

tobewithyou.

Ijustnod,thenhekissedmyforehead…Heopened

thepassangerdoorandIgotin,hewassucha

goodkisserthough,aswedroveinsilenceIstill

couldn'tbelievethatI'vebeenmissingoutonsuch

IunknowinglytouchedmylipsasIwentover

whatjusthappened,detailondetail.

Nkosinathi:youokay?

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:areyouokay?

Me:ohyah,I'mgood.

Isnappedoutofthatbubble.



Nkosinathi:usure?

Me:yeah…Iactuallycannotbelievethatwejust

kissed.Thischangeseverythinginourfriendship.

Nkosinathi:I'vealwayswantedtokissyou,fromthe

firstdayIsawyoubutthentheopportunityhadn't

raiseditselfyet.

Me:whycouldn'twejustremainfriends?

Nkosinathi:andikwaziukubaufunantoni,maybe

youreallywantustobefriends…Kodwake

ndikuxelelemnaukubandifunantoni.

Me:ingxakiyamIdon'tunderstandufunantonikum

bekhonaabantuwhocouldeasilybeinyourcaliber.

OoKimkanje.

Nkosinathi:mycaliber?

Me:eweNkosinathi,iintangazakhoandoutthere,

businessmindedpeople.

Nkosinathi:whatifIdon'twantbusinessminded

peopleatallaroundme?



Me:whathappenedtoeaglesflyingwiththeeagles?

Andumdala.

Nkosinathi:ndikushiyangeeightyearsqha

Cassandra,khayiyekelepartyeage.

Me:Udewayibala?Yho,youhavealotoftimein

yourhands.

Helookedatmeandthenlookedattheroadahead

withoutevenattemptingtoanswermylastremark.
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Whenwegottomyfrontyard,heturnedoffthe

ignitionandlookedatmenotsayingaword,I

smiledknowingthathecouldpossiblywantmeto

apologizeforwhatIsaidqhawethuIwasn'tgoing

toapologizengoku yesIwasgonnaapologize,

xaendifounelelateron.Notnow.

Me:thankyoufortoday.



Nkosinathi:whichpartoftoday?

Me:that'snotimportant,thankyouqha.

Nkosinathi:willIseeyoutomorrow?

Me:aren'tyousupposedtobespendingtimewith

yourfriends?

Nkosinathi:willIseeyoutomorrowna?

Me:Idon'tknow,we'lltalk.

Nkosinathi:fairenough.

Iopenedthedoor…

Me:goodnight.

Nkosinathi:goodnight.

Igotoffhiscar,closedthedoorandwalkedintomy

father'syard.TheminuteIclosedthegate,he

flickeredhislightsanddroveaway,IsmiledasI

realizedthathedidn'twanttohoot,insteadhe



flickeredthelights.Genius.

Judgingbythenoiseeveryonewasmakingfrom

theinsideonecouldtellthatit'safullhouse.I

knockedandjustopenedthefrontdoorbecauseit

wasn'tlocked,Onelecametocheckandranbackto

thelounge.Ifollowedbehindherandwenttohug

mymotherfirst,satrightnexttoherandjust

greetedeveryoneelsewhowashome…

Mom:awumhle,uvelaphinawethu?(you'reso

beautiful,whereareyoucomingfrom)

Me:Iwasoutnjemama,catchingsomeair.

Mom:thoughtI'dseeyouattheairport.

Me:theyleftmebehind.

Onele:weleftyoubehind?Wherewereyou?

Me:IsaidIwascoming,ya'lldecidedtoleaveme.

Onele:bhuti?

Steve:simshiyeebeyephikqala?Let'sfirstestablish



that.(weleftherbehind?Let'sfirstestablishwhere

shewasfirst.)

Me:howwasyourtripma?

Andjustlikethat,Ishiftedtheconversationaway

fromme.Mothernarratedhertrip,Onelemadetea

andwesataroundmomlisteningtoherstories.We

latersangahym,prayedandwenttoourseparate

rooms.Iworeaonseyandswitchedoffmylightas

Igotundertheblankets.

Onele:sew’lele?

Me:gotobed.

Onele:whyisyourdoorlocked?

Me:becauseIwanttosleepinpeace.

Onele:Sandrapleaseletmein.

Me:Onelegotobed.



Shewentsilentforawhile…ThenIheardher

scratchingonthedoorlikeakittenorpuppy.She

wantedtoirritatemenyhanikengoku.ButIjustkept

quiet,Ihadagreatday.Iwasn'tevengoingto

entertainhertactics.

Onele:wheredidyougo?Isheheretoo?Wheredid

hetakeyou?

Me:goodnightlittlesis,Iloveyou.

Onele:comeonSandra.

Ijustsmiledtothedarknessthathadclothedmy

room,Iwaitedforhimtocallndancamandalala.

Midnight,Iwokeuptonomessageinmyphone I

wenttopeethenIswallowedmyprideandcalled

himbecauseIrealizedbeingupsetoverhimnot

callingwouldbechildish,heneversaidhe'dcallme,

itwasjustmyexpectationandIcouldn'tjudgehim

that.He'snotamindreadernoko.



Hisphonerangonceandheanswered…Asifhe

wasexpectingthephonetoring.

Nkosinathi:hello?

Me:IhopeIdidn'twakeyouup.

Nkosinathi:nah,I'mstillup.

Icouldhearalotofnoiseinthebackground,it

didn'tseemliketheyweregoingtosleepanyway.

Nkosinathi:what'sup?Everythingokay?

Me:yeah…

Nkosinathi:yousure?

Me:yep,IguessIjustmissedyouthat'sall.

Hewentsilentonme…IknewheheardmesoI

wasn'tgoingtorepeatmyself.



Me:anyway,nowthatI'veheardyourvoice,letme

gobacktosleep.Enjoytherestofyournight.

Nkosinathi:wait…

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:canyousneakout?

Me:when?

Nkosinathi:rightnow,Iwanttocomeseeyou.

Me:you'regonnagetmeintrouble.

Nkosinathi:please.

Ithoughthardaboutthis…ButIwantedtoseehim

too,thismischievousbehaviorexcitedme.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:ndiyezake.(I'monmyway)

Nowcometothinkofit,ubhutiulalakwiflatthat's

outsideatthebacksotherewasnowaythatIwas



goingtousethegateattheback.Ihadtousethe

smallgatethefrontandhopeIdon'tgetseen.I

woremyslippersandsnuckout,tiptoedtothe

kitchenbecausetheloungedoorwouldwake

everyoneup.Linenoiseefaninje(thatdoorhasa

weirdnoise),Islowlyclosedthedoorandwalked

outofthegatetakingafewstepsawayfromsight.

Sneakingoutwasn'tanewadventure,almost

everyonehaddoneit,differencebetweenmyelser

sistersandIwasthatIwasn'tgoingoutasinsleep

out,differencebetweenmybrothersandIwasthatI

wasn'tgoingclubbing,differencebetweenOnele

andIwasthatIwasn'tsneakingouttogohangwith

thebadboys.Iwasjustgoingheretothefrontgate,

getmygoodnightkiss(Godwilling)andthengo

backinside.Bonkebonawhentheysnuckout,

babuyangentseni .

Hiscarstoppedrightinfrontofmeandheturned

offtheignitionasIgotinside,hewasnowbarefoot

butwearingshortsandavestandhewasabittipsy

thanusual.



Nkosinathi:unukakamnandinasezinzulwini

zobusuku.(yousmellgoodeveninthemiddleofthe

night)

Me:you'reinahappyplace.

Hechuckled.

Nkosinathi:I'msorryifI'mcrampingyourstyle.Am

Icrampingyourstyle?

Me:how?You'renotvomitingonmylapssoI'm

good.

Nkosinathi:youdon'tmindthisdrunkNkosinathi?

Me:it'sbeenatoughcoupleofweeks,andyou've

beendealingwithalotofthings,I'msureyoualso

needtounwindabit.

Nkosinathi:ohwow.Ididn'texpectthat.

Me:why?



Nkosinathi:Ijustdidn't.

Hetookasipofhistonicwater…washeinsinuating

thatI'masnob?

Nkosinathi:uthiniubhutiwakho?(whatdidyour

brothersay?)

Me:hesuspectedthatyou'rehere,thatIwentout

withyou.

Nkosinathi:heknowsallthetricksinthebook.

Me:yeahwell,he'snotasinnocent…Didyouat

leasttelloneofyourfriendswhereyou'regoing?

Nkosinathi:yeahofcourse,Ileftoneofthematthe

garage.I'llpickhimupjustnow.

Me:mmh.

Hepickedupmyhandandkissedthebackofit,

lookingdeepintomyeyes.



Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.Youdonotknowthetorture

ofnotseeingyouwhenIwanttoseeyou,Iwish

therewasawaywhereIcouldopenmyheart

uyiboneyonkelentondiyithethayo.

Ndathula…

Nkosinathi:baninziabantwanaabandifunayokula

braai,qhazitshomizikaKimandkengokuzindwebe

zifananaye.Can'tdeal.

Iburstintolaughter thatcan'tdealsealedit.

Nkosinathi:Suhleka…thosegirlssawajackpot

whentheysawme,andKimprobablytoldthem

aboutme,YeyokobendithencabafunaiiBreezer,

neHuntersGold…Amantombiaselaibeeravelaphi?

Me:Iwouldn'tknow,bututywalabutywala.



Nkosinathi:haybaby,ungaselayonkinto,notibeer.

Haynever.

Didhejustsaybaby?

Sosoon?

Whatifitdon'tworkout?Whatifherealizesthatit

wasjustinfatuation?Thathedidn'treallyloveme

qhahewantedawordforthisneedofprotecting

me?Whatifherem-IfelthislipsonmineandI

closedmyeyesimmediately.Hemusthavebeen

drinkingwhiskeyagain,that'sallIcouldtasteinhis

mouth.

Hegrabbedmywaistandpulledmeclosertohim

asthekissdeepens,afterafewsecondsImoved

fromthecarseatandsatonhislapwithmylegs

spreadacrosshisbody.Hishandsimmediately

wentformythighswhilemyhandswentforhis

chest,itwasbroadandstrong,masculine.He

kisseddownmyneckbeckandthenbacktomylips

thenhestoppedandlookedatme…



Nkosinathi:whyareyoutense?

Me:I'msorryforwhatIsaidearlier.

Nkosinathi:waterunderthebridge.

Me:usure?

Nkosinathi:Idon'thavetimeforsuchremarks,I've

gotbiggerProblems,makingmoneyandwinning

yourheartisoneofthem.

Itouchedhisscarontheforehead,Ihadafeeling

hegotthatscarfightingeitherdirectlywithKhiroor

withKhiro’speoplebutIwasn'tgoingtoaskhim

further,hedidsayhewasplayingwiththeboys

mos.

Me:you'vewornmyheartalongtimeago,youjust

didn'trealisethat.Orwejustweretoobusybeing

friendstorealizethat.

Nkosinathi:nyhani?(Really)

Me:Iwouldn'tbehereifthatweren'ttrue.



Heleanedforwardsoourlipstouchedthenhe

spokeinbetweenthem.

Nkosinathi:you'vemadethistripworthwhile.

Me:I'mglad.

Thenwekissedalloveragain…HowIwishedit

wasn'tmidnight orifitwere,howIwishweren't

infrontofmyhousebutsomewheresafer,maybea

room?Butthenagain,Igotmygoodnightkiss.
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Afterafewmoreminutesineachother'sarms…I

triedtogetoffhimbutheheldmywaistsoI

supportedmybackagainstthesteeringwheel.We

satinsilence,himpeckingmylipseveryonceina

while.



Nkosinathi:youmakemehappyyazibaby.

Me:lomzuzu?

Nkosinathi:haven'tyounoticedthatIreallyenjoy

spendingtimewithyou,talkingtoyou?

Ijustsmiledathim...

Me:Ishouldgobackinsidebeforesomeonewakes

upandnoticesthekitchendoorisn'tlocked.

Nkosinathi:sosoon?

Me:haike.

Nkosinathi:Ithoughtwe'dsharethis.

Hegavemeapaperbagwithaboxofcake...Iwas

stillsmiling ♀

Me:enkosi...Butyoushouldalsogetgoing,you're

drunkmeaningyoushouldn'tbedrivingandyour



friendiswaitingforyouatthegarage.

Nkosinathi:okaybabyndiyahambake.

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:callyoutomorrow?

Me:yes,nowgoodnight.

Nkosinathi:akhonalogoodnightkisskengoku?

Ikissedhim,hekissedmebackandthenasIpulled

back,hepeckedmylips.

Nkosinathi:night.

Ireturnedbacktomyhouseandtiptoedmyself

backtomyroomwithaglassofjuice,Iatemycake

inmyroomalone.Oneledidsayshe'sgota

boyfriendsohemustbuycakeforher.

Inthemorning,Iwokeupfirstandmadeteaand



oatsformombecauseIwantedtotalktoherwhile

theotherswerestillsleeping.Onceshewas

halfwaywithherporridgeIclearedmythroat…

Mom:spititout.

Ialmostjumpedoutofthebed.

Shewaited…

Me:promisemeyouwon'tshout.

Mom:promiseIwon'tshoutatwhat?Why?

Me:mama!

Mom:CassandraThixunathi!

Me:ohmama.

Mom:don'tstartwithmesoearlyinthemorning.

Me:mamajustpromisemeyouwon'tshoutkqala.

Mom:areyoupregnant?

Me:what?Nomama.



Mom:thenwhat?

Me:promise?

Mom:okay,Ipromise.

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Imighthaveaboyfriend.

Mom:youmight?

Me:yesmight.Uyandithanda(helovesme)andI

thinkIlovehimtoo.

Mom:but?

Me:he'seightyearsolderthanme.

Mom:yintangakaSindiswa?(Cindy)

Me:youcouldsay.

Mom:Haibomntanam,whathappenedtoboysyour

age?OoSinethembakanje.

Me:Idon'tknow…Iguess…hayIdon'tknow.



Shekeptquietforasecond…

Mom:wellusis'wakhomarriedintangayakhe,

yamjolela,yamithisangaphandlenotoncebuttwo

times.She'snowadivorcee…Ayinaformulainto

yothandogirl.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay…Thatsituationthatsis

Asandawasin,stillkilledmeinside.

Mom:yourdadandIare13yearsapart,butthen,

wewerethegenerationthatwasforcedtomarry.I

wasforcedtomarryhim.

Me:we'renottalkingaboutmarriagenemama?I

saidImighthaveaboyfriend.

Mom:anyonewholovesyouwillwanttoeventually

marryyouevenifit'snotnow,buteventuallythey

should.



Me:okay.

Mom:youdon'tsoundtoosureabouthimthough.

Me:I'mtellingyouabouthimthough.

Mom:itseemslikeyou'retellingmebecauseyou

wantaffirmationnotbecauseyou'resureabouthim

orhisloveforyou.

Okay…That'sthethingwhenhavingconversations

witholderpeople,theyreadbeyondwhatyou're

tellingthem.

Mom:Cassandra?

Me:mama?

Mom:what'sgoingon?Doyoureallylovehimor

he'sjustacollegefling?

Me:Ithinkthat'swhatI'mtryingtoestablish,butI

likebeingaroundhim.Ienjoyhiscompanyalot.

Mom:and?



Me:and,hethinksI'malesbian.Wellthat'swhathe

wasmadetobelieve.

Mom:bywhom?

InarratedwhathappenedinMagaliesburgtoher,

shecouldn'tstoplaughing.AtfirstIwas

embarrassedbutthenIsawhowchilledshewas

aboutthiswholething…

Mom:whateveryoudo,justdoyourdadandIthis

littlefavor?

Me:okay?

Mom:don'tfallpregnant.Westillwantyouto

graduateandfindafulfillingjob,umntanaisnotthe

endoftheworldbutuyabumisaubomonewayor

theother.

Me:IpromiseIwon'tdisappointyou.

Mom:anddon'tlethimdistractyoufromyour

books,nomatterhowcharmingheis.Hemust

respectthatyou'reonlyastudent.



Ismiled…Iwantedtotellherhowgreathe'sbeen

forallthistimethatI'veknownhimbutthen,I'dbe

corneringmyselfifIdidso.So,Ishutup.Onele

walkedinandjumpedinbednexttomom,Igotup

toreturnthecupsandbowlstothekitchen.

Onele:Iwasntchasingyouaway,namndifuna

iindaba.(Ialsowantthenews)

Mom:whatnews?

Me:pleaseaskagain.

Itookthetraystothekitchenandwenttositinthe

sun,mybrothercameoutandjoinedme.

Steve:liyagulisakeilanga.(youshouldn'tbesitting

inthesun,you'llgetsick)

Me:uzand'thengelaamayezanje.(you'regoingto

buymemeds)



Steve:Tyhini!

Ilaughedathim wemadesomelousy

conversationthenhespokeuplookingstraightinto

myeyes.

Steve:Isawyoulastnightsneakingout.

Iswallowedhard.Icouldn'tevenliemyselfoutof

thisone.

Steve:ishereallyseriousaboutyouorhejust

wannasmashandpass?

Me:uhm...

Steve:youdon'tknow?

Me:heseemsserious,butonecanneverbetoo

surethesedays.

Steve:that'swhyIhavetomeethim.

Me:Yhobhuti.



Steve:Sandra,yoursafetyismostimportanttoall

ofus.IfthisguywasabletofollowyoufromPE

thendefinitelythisissomethingtobelookedat.He

eithermightbeseriousaboutyouorhe'sastalker.

Ikeptquiet...

Steve:Ijustwanttoknowhisintentionsngawe,

that'sall.

Me:Iunderstandthat,buttherelationshipisstill

new.Idon'twantya'lltoscarehimoff.

Steve:kurightngokuisenewsothatya'lldon't

wasteeachother'stime.

Me:canIthinkaboutthis?Please.

Steve:mkay.

Thenhetookhisshirtandwentinside...Howdidhe

seeme?Iwassoooooocautiousnje ♀.

Anyway,Nkosinathilaterthatdaycalledandsaid



he'scomingashehadpromised,askedwhathe

shouldbring.IwasobviouslywithOnele,momand

bigbrowereoutshoppingsoIaskedherufuna

ntoniandshesaidinyamanobainjani.Hecame

withbraaiedmeatanddrinks...Whenhedeclined

ukutyanathiIgavethemtoherandwentonaride

withhim.

Me:mybrothersawmelastnight.

Nkosinathi:Shucks!

Me:youcansaythatagain,buthe'snotmad.He

justwantstomeetupwithyou.

Nkosinathi:andknowmyintentionsngawe?

Me:yep.

Nkosinathi:Iseenoproblemthere.

Me:isn'titabittoosoonthough?

Nkosinathi:notifIdohaveintentions.Setitup,I'll

bethere.



Haikeaphelaemqaleni.

Nkosinathi:youwerehopingI'dshyaway?

Me:don'tyouthinkwe'removingtoofast?

Nkosinathi:Ithinkwe'removingattherightpace,he

probablyjustwantstoseeifI'mnottakingchances

withyou.WhichI'mnot.

Iexhaled...

Hestolealookatmewhiledriving...

Nkosinathi:woyikantoni?

Me:whatiftheyroastyousobad?Myfamilycanbe

brutal.

Nkosinathi:Idon'tcare.

Me:Nkosinathi.

Nkosinathi:Haibobaby,I'magrownman.Relax,I

canhandleyoursiblings.



Me:okay...Ifthat'swhatyouwantthen,sobeit.

WewenttobuyicecreamatWimpythenjustchilled

inhiscar...Hetoldmehisbusinessstories,gave

meaclueonhisfamilyandhisownpersonallife

goals.HedefinitelywasthemanI'dwanttospent

mylifewith,butIstillfeltIneededtoknowmore

abouthimeventhoughIwasalittleafraidtoask

questionsdirectly.Outofnowhereifeltakisson

mycheek,Ilookedathimandhewassmiling

Me:andthatsmile?

Nkosinathi:Ndiyakuthanda.

Myheartmelted,hehadawayofsayingthatword

thatwouldmakeallmybonesweakenimmediately,

nowIsuddenlydidn'tknowwhattosayinresponse.

HeknowsIlovehimtoo,lastnightmusthavebeen

agreatexperienceforhimaswell.Webothfinally

expressedourdesiretowardseachother.



Nkosinathi:andIwantyoutoknowthatI'ddo

anythingtoseeyouhappy,evenifthatmeans

takingallthejabsfromyourbrothers,I'ddoit.

BecauseIloveyou.

Me:enkosi...Iappreciateyousayingthat.

Nkosinathi:lastnightwasmagical,Istillcannot

believewhathappened,buteverytimeIclosemy

eyesIhearyourvoiceandyourexactwords.

Iblushed...Atleastwefeltthesamewayabout

eachother.Iwasn'tthestupidmoronwhofellin

lovewithamanwhodidn'tloveher.

Nkosinathi:andofcourse,yourscent.

Iburstoutlaughing healwayscomplimentsmy

perfume,it'sonethingthatIknowhereallylikes

kum.Thescent.



Nkosinathi:babyunukakamnandiYho,xaibikhwele

wenaimotoyaminukawenaivekiyonke.

Me:Yho,isezakubethisamos.

Nkosinathi:izandisindisaezintweni,umntu

uzongenaeveukubandinomntu.

Ilaughedathim...

Me:whatdidKim'sfriendssay?

Nkosinathi:nothing,butKimgavemealecturethis

morningonhowIilltreatedherfriends.

Me:Yho.

Nkosinathi:she'llsurvive,they'llsurvive.Herbrother

gotengagedlastnight.

Me:longtermgirlfriend?

Nkosinathi:yes,motherofhisson.They'vebeen

togetherforeightyearsnow.



Me:yhu,whattookhimsolongtopopthequestion?

Nkosinathi:Idon'tknow...Ibelievewhenyou'vemet

therightpersoninlife,andyouwanthimorherto

bepartofyourlife,youwanttobuildtogether...

Marryherandgrowtogether.Eightyearsisjusta

wasteoftime.

Me:yhu,uyakwaziunyamezelanogirl.(thegirl

mustbeaverypatientperson)

Nkosinathi:she'sveryhumblethough,that'swhatI

loveabouther.He'smoreoutthere,thenshe'smore

calm...Theirrelationshipalwayshadthatbalance.

Iadmiredhowhespokesoconfidentlyaboutthem,

hemustbegoodfriendswithKim'sbrother.Onele

calledsisancokola...

Me:littleone?

Onele:hey,Lisaisheretoseeyou.

Me:whatdoesshewant?



Onele:Idon'tknow.

Me:askher.

Onele:uyaz'bonakeSandra?

Iwaited,shespoketoherbutIcouldn'tmakeout

thesounds.

Onele:shesaysshejustwantedtohaveaword.

Me:tellherandikhoandyoudon'tknowwhenI'llbe

back.

Onele:oh...Okay.

Me:sharp.

Ihungup...

Nkosinathi:andthat?

Me:hm,don'task.



Ilaymyheadontheheadrestandfinishedoffmy

ice-cream.
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Heeventuallytookmehome,satyainyama

nomtakamama.Ireturnedbacktoschoolaftera

fewdays,whenIgotbackIheardarrivedtonews

thatmylandlordhadpassedaway.Nothingclicked

whenwegotthenews,Imean,peopledieeveryday

sowhywouldthisbeinconnectiontoanything?

Twoweekslaterwepreparedtoattendherfuneral…

itiswhenweheardthecauseofdeaththatIstarted

tobecuriousbecausetherewasnocauseofdeath.

Shewasfounddead,theytookbloodtestsand

autopsybutstill,nothingdiscriminatingwasfound

inherblood.Iwentbacktomyroomonlytofind

Lisaagainatmygate.

Me:hayLisakhanyawhatisthis?Whatdoyouwant

fromme?



Lisa:theyarelookingforyou,theykilledyour

landlordbecausetheywanttogetclosertoyou.

Me:who’sthey?

Lisa:ootaKhiro.

Me:andyou’reheretellingmebecause?

Lisa:weusedtobefriendsCassandra,Ican’tjust

watchwhiletheyplanyourowndeath.

Me:gotothepoliceke,becausethere’snothingI

cando.

Lisa:Cassandrauyandivaphofu?(Doyouhearwhat

I’msaying?)

Me:loudandclear,andI’mtellingyoutogoreport

thematthepolicestationbecauseifyoudon’t,andI

die,mybloodwillbeinyourhands.

Iopenedthegateandcloseditwhileshewas

standingthere…shenevercaredwhensheandher

friendssoldusout,tothisdayweneverheardwhat

reallyhappenedtoSisiphoortheconclusionofit.

WhywouldInowfretandquiverbecauseshe



decidedtobefriendlyalloveragain?Tyhini!

OnceIgotinsideIcalledNkosinathi…Iwasscared

butIwasn’tgoingtoshowLisakhanya,whatifthey

senthim?

Nathi:baby?

Me:areyoubyanychanceinPE?

Nkosinathi:uhm,nobutI’llbeinPEintwodays.

Me:okay,we’lltalkthenke.

Nkosinathi:yousoundanxious,what’sgoingon?

Me:Lisawashere…uthiooTaKhiroaretheones

whokilledmylandlordkubabefunaukuba(justso

theycanbe)closertome,apparentlymylifeisin

danger.

Nkosinathi:tellhertogoreportthematthecops.

Me:Idid.

Nkosinathi:okay,uhm…doyouhaveaclass



tomorrow?

Me:yes,wholedayandI’llbespendingtherestof

theafternoonatthelibrary.Idon’thaveaclassthe

followingdaythough.

Nkosinathi:doyouwantmetoorganizeaperson

whocantransportyou?Justsoyoufeelsafer?

Me:It’sokaythatwon’tbenecessary,Ijustwanted

someoneelsetoknow.Justincaseanything

happens.

Nkosinathi:I’llbeateaseknowingthatyou’rewell

takenoff.

Ikeptquiet…

Ididn’twanttoputanotherperson’slifeindanger

again,Iwashurtenoughbyunknowingly

endangeringhisfamily.

Nkosinathi:babe?

Me:uhm,Ijustdon’twanttoputanyoneindanger.



Nkosinathi:I’msurewhoeverIfindtotransportyou

willknowhowtoprotecthimself,youdon’thaveto

worryaboutthat.

Me:okayke.Thankyou.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou,andyoursafetyisimportant

tome.

Me:Iappreciatethat,Iappreciateyou.

Nkosinathi:sharpke,I’llgivehimyournumberto

callyouinthemorningwhenhe’sreadytofetchyou.

Me:okay,thanks.

Nkosinathi:sho.

Wehungup.

Imadetunaandmayosandwichandgotbusywith

mywork,calledmydadandthenwenttobed.Ihad

suchaboringlifeyazi…nofriends,noroommate,

nothing.InthemorningIwokeuptomom’s

messagethatshe’llbecomingoverinthenextfew

dayssothatwecanlookforanotherplaceformeto

stayasthisonewasnolongersafeforme,well



theyweretoldoftheincidentasourparentsand

guardians.Yippee.

JustasIwasabouttomakecereal,myphone

vibrated:“goodmorning,I’moutside”well,itmust

havebeenmydriversoIjustgrabbedabananaand

lockedndahamba.Gotinthecar,greetedhimthen

hedrovemestraighttoschool,droppedmeoffand

left.

Laterthatafternoon,Itextedhimthetimetofetch

meatthelibrarythenIwentaboutmybusiness…

interestingly,Ibumpedontosomenosygirlswho

weretalkingaboutQaqambaandwhentheysaw

mecomingtheystoppedtalking.Iwalkedrightpast

them,theyfollowedme…

Sihle:Cassandra,right?

Me:right,howcanIhelpyouSihle?

Shelookedatherfriend.



Sihle:ohyouknowme?

Me:whodoesn’tknowyouSihle?Pastor’sdaughter.

Sihle:ohwow.

Me:howcanIhelpyou?

Sihle:didyouhearthatQaqambahasbeenarrested?

Me:noIdidn’tandIdon’tcare.

Sihle:Ithoughtyoutwowerefriends…thoughinthe

pastyearIhaven’tseenyalltogetheratall.

Me:youthoughtwrong,nowcanIgettomywork?

Sihle:yeahsure…butuhm,apparentlytheyare

comingforallherfriends,includingLisa.

Me:goodforthem.

Thesecondgirllookedatmeandshookherhead,

Sihlejustsmiledanddismissedherself.ButIdidn’t

carenyhani.Isatdownandgotbusywithmywork,

whenIwasdone.Itexted“mydriver”andhewas



thereinlessthan5minutes.Hetookmehomeand

returnedtowhereverhelived.Onceinmyroom,my

phonerang.Unknownnumber…Itookadeepbreath

in.

Me:hello?

Que:Cass,unjani?

Me:whoamIspeakingto?

Que:it’sme,Que.

Me:Qaqamba,whatcanIdoforyou?

Que:I’vebeenarrested,andIneedyourhelp.

Me:areyousureyou’retalkingtotherightperson?

Que:youcanbemywitnessCassandra,please.

Me:witnesstowhat?

Que:theysayIhadahandinSisipho’s

disappearance.Andothergirls,andIdidn’t.

Me:youbasicallywantmetolieonyourbehalf?

Que:Cassandraplease.



Me:Qaqamba,doyouknowthatIwouldhavealso

disappearedthatnight?Wetriedmakingcontact

withyouguys,butyouneverresponded,wetried

everythingtherewastotrybutwhatdidyoudo?

Nothing.Sono,Iwillnotlieforyou.Callyourman

tosaveyou,callyourfriendLisatosaveyourass.

Shestartedsobbing.

Que:Lisa’snumbernolongerexists.

Me:servesyouright.

Que:Cassandrandiyakucelatorho(Iambegging

you)

Me:ambocelaindodakholebenibhatakwa

ngemizimbayethukunye.(Gobegyourman,same

manyouwereeatingthemoneywewerebought

with,with)

Que:Cass…(Thenshetotallybrokedown)



Ihungup…

AsIpreparedtogetinbed,Nkosinathicalledjustto

askhowmydaywasandwhatIwasgoingtodothe

followingday.

Me:I’llbeindoors.

Nkosinathi:thewholeday?

Me:yeah.

Nkosinathi:I’llbethereintheafternoon,pleasebe

readyI’mtakingyouout.

Me:Idon’tfeellikegoingoutyazi.

Nkosinathi:youcannotletthesepeoplecontrolyour

life,you’resupposedtobeenjoyingyourvarsitylife,

goingoutandhavingfun.Notlockingyourself

indoors.

Me:mylifeismorepreciousthanfun,thankyou

verymuch.

Nkosinathi:baby.

Me:mh?



Nkosinathi:pleasebereadywhenIgetthere.

Ikeptquiet…

Nkosinathi:nothingwillhappentoyoundikhona.

Me:Iknow.

Nkosinathi:Ndiyakuthanda,uyayazilontoneh?(You

knowthatIloveyou,right?)

Me:yes.

Nkosinathi:alrightthen,goodnight.

Me:night,besafe.

Nkosinathi:willdo.

Wehungup…Iwasstillafraidofsaying“Iloveyou

too”andhedidn’tevenpushforit.Myfeelingsfor

himwerebecomingstrongerandstrongereachday,

butIdidn’tknowhowtohandlethem,Ididn’tknow

howtoexpressthem.AtthebackofmymindI



couldstillhearmymother’swords:“don’tallowhim

todistractyoufromyourbooks”andhewasn’t

distractingmebecausehenevercalledduringclass

hoursorwhenItellhimI’mthelibrary.Heonlycalls

atnight,andvisitsmewhenIhavenoclasses,so

hewasn’tdistractingme.BUT,Iwasdistracting

myselfbecauseIcouldn’thelpbutthinkofhimall

thetime…hisscentwasallIcouldsmellevenat

thatmoment,Icouldgetdrunkfromit.

Me:Cassandra,youneedtogetyourselftogether.

Fast!

Ilayonthatbedlookingattheceilingthinking,how

didIgethere?HowdidIfallsohardforthisguy?

Like,Ilovehim.Therewasnootherexplanation

otherthanthatndiyamthandauNkosinathiandjust

admittingthattomyselfsentgoosebumpsupmy

spine…whichmademewonderwhatever

happenedtoSinethemba?That’soneguywho

mademefeellikeIwastheonlygirlintheuniverse.



WhatifheisTaKhiro?Orhisprotégé?

[06/26,14:44] :#Cassandra_23

ThefollowingdayIwokeuptocleanmyroom,

whenIopenedthedoor,therewasanenvelopeand

aboxonthestoep.Sometimesourmailwouldbe

deliveredlikethatsonothingclicked,Ipickedupthe

boxandwentinside,openeditandsawshoes.

Okay,soIthoughtmaybeNkosinathiboughtand

deliveredthemasasurpriseforourlunch.They

werebeautifulnudestilettos,andtheyweremysize.

Iwantedtofitthemintomyfeetbuttherewasthis

urgetoopentheenvelopefirst…thenNkosinathi

called,soIthought,hejustwantedtofindoutifI

gothispackage.

Me:hello?

Nkosinathi:you’reupalready?



Me:yeah,Ihavetocleantheroombeforeyouget

here.

Nkosinathi:mmh,yousoundbetterthanlastnight.

Me:yeah,uhm,didyoudeliversomethingtomy

doorstep?

Nkosinathi:no.

Me:areyousure?

Nkosinathi:yeah,yougotadelivery?

Me:yeah,aboxofshoes.

Nkosinathi:deliverynote?

Me:Ihaven’treadit…Ikindofassumedit’sfrom

you.

Nkosinathi:pleasereaditoutloud

Iopenedtheenvelope…andmyheartsank.

Me:it’sfromhim.

Nkosinathi:whoishim?



Me:TaKhiro,hesenttheseshoes.

Nkosinathi:whatdoesthelettersay?

Me:IsawthesewhileIwasoutcatchingabreather

andIthoughtthey’dlookgoodonyou,Ihopeit’sthe

rightsize.Maybeonedaywhenwegettoactually

goonthatdatethatyouowemeyoucanwearthem.

YourLove,K.

Nkosinathi:wow,theguyisreallysmitten.

Me:thisisn’tamusing.

Nkosinathi:doyouliketheshoes?

Me:notanymore.I’mgonnagivethemaway.

Heburstoutlaughing,myheartwasshattered,they

werebeautifulshoesIwon’tliebutIwasn’taboutto

wearanythingboughtbyKhiro.WhatifLisawas

right,Khirowantsmedeadandhisplanwastobuy

theshoes,Iwearthemandgetswollenfeetanddie

fromthatorsomething?



Nkosinathi:okay,we’lltalkwhenIgetthere.

Me:whattimewillyoubehere?

Nkosinathi:notsureyetastowhattimeI’llbeat

yourplacebutI’llbeinPEaftertwo.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:sharp.

Me:sho.

Ihungup.

Iwasupsetyazi,theshoeswerebeautiful.

IwentonFacebookandlookedforLisa’snumber

sinceIhaddeletedeverythingofhersinmy

phone…founditandcalledher,ifI’mgonnagive

awaytheseshoesthenshemusttakethem.Rather

herthananyrandomkid,justincasethere’sa

trackerinthemthenshemustbetracked,shemust

beindanger,notjustanyinnocentkid.

Lisa:Cass,yho.



Me:ukhona?(Areyouhome?)

Lisa:yeah,why?

Me:I’mcomingover.

Lisa:wena?Uzakwam?(You?You’recomingover?)

Me:yes,isthereaproblem?

Lisa:nono,notatall.

Me:sho.

Ihungup…puttheshoeitit’sbox,notthedelivery

boxthenIwalkedupthestreettoherplace,she

wasoutsidedoingherlaundry,Igreetedandsat

downonthechairoppositetowhereshesat.nowI

hadtoplayitsmart,Lisamaybenaïvebutshe’s

definitelynotstupid.

Lisa:sowhatbringsyouhere?Imean,don’tgetme

wrong,you’rewelcomebutIknowhowyoufeel

aboutme.

Me:Icametogiveyouthis.



ShetooktheboxandIsawhereyespoppingatthe

sight.

Lisa:wow.Why?It’syoursizesowhywouldyou

givethemtome?

Me:Idon’tlikethem,anditwouldberudeofmeto

returnthemtothebuyer.

Lisa:oh,somebodyboughtthemforyou?

Me:yeah…andlasttimeIcheckedwewerethe

sameshoesize.

Shelookedattheshoeandkeptquiet…

Me:ukubaawusithandi(ifyoudon’tliketheshoe)

it’sokay,I’lllookforsomeoneelse.

Lisa:no,Ilikeit.It’sjustweird,Imean.Wedon’ttalk

anymore.



Me:kalokuyouallowedQaqambatogetbetweenus

butI’mnothereforthat.Ijustcametogiveyouthe

shoe,that’sall.

Lisa:enkosi(thankyou).

Me:sharp…bye.

Lisa:sharp.

Iwalkedbacktomyplace…hayuKhirowillsee

whattodomntakabawo.WhenIgottomyroomI

finishedupwhatIwasbusywithandbathed,made

foodformyselfwhilestillwrappedinawintergown

thenIwaitedfortheguytocallathiuyezanyhani

(andsayhe’sreallycomingover)soImustget

ready.

InsteadofNkosinathicalling,mysisterscalledand

saidtheywerecomingoverlateronthatevening.

Me:niyaphiguys?



Cindy:we’rehavingasleepoveratyourplace.

Asanda:whydoyousoundlikeyoudon’twantusto

comeover?

Me:I’mrentingaoneroom,remember?

Asanda:andyourstrictlandlorddied,sowe’re

coming.

Me:okayfine,whattimewillyoubehere?

Cindy:pastsix’ish.

Me:mh,okay.I’llleavethekeyenextdoorjustin

caseI’mnotherewhenyougethere.

Cindy:uyaphi?(Whereareyougoingto?)

Me:Ihaveadate.

Cindy:withthatguy?

Me:yes,withthatguy.

Cindy:haveyoutoldhimyou’renotalesbian?

Me:nope,andnowthatya’llarecoming,Iwon’ttell

him.I’lljustintroduceyouguys,hemustmeetmy

girlfriend.



Sheburstoutlaughing,Ihungup.Bayaphi?

Istartedgettingdressed,Iworeamustardabove

thekneecorduroydresswithwhiteAllstars,my

phoneandwalletinmymini-backbagthenIwentto

leavemysparekeyenextdoorformysisters.I

heardahooteroutsidejustasIwascleaningup,I

didn’tgiveitanyattentionbecauseheneverhoots.

Hecallsortexts.Hehootedagain,soIwenttothe

windowandsawhiscar,grabbedmybag,locked

thehouseandwentout.Hewasplayingreggae,

softly…Iputmybagatthebackpassengerseatand

buckleduptheseatbelt.Allthistimehe’sjust

lookingatme,withasmileofcourseandI’mright

thereblushinglikeanidiot.

Nkosinathi:Idon’tthinkI’llevergetusedtoyour

scent,lemotoizonukawenaivekiyonke(thiscaris

gonnahaveyourscentthewholeweek)ifIdon’t

takeittothecarwash.

Ijustlaughedathim,whywashemakingmeblush?



Me:uright?

Nkosinathi:mmh.mh,wena?

Inod…

Isooooobadlywantedtothrowmyarmsaroundhis

neckandsmotherhimwithkissesbutthen*sigh*I

didn’twannasellmyselfshorthere.

Wedidn’tsaymuch,untilwereachedtherestaurant

thathewastakingme,wegotoutofthecar,walked

besidesoneanotheraswewereledtoourtable.He

openedmychairandsatdown…

Waiter:doyouwantanythingtodrinkwhilegoing

throughthemenu?

Nkosinathi:Old-Fashionedplease.

Me:LastWordplease.

Waiter:comingrightup.



Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathilookedatmesurprised,Ismiledand

lookedatthemenuasthewaiterleftus.Weboth

orderedalcoholicbeverages,sowhat?

Nkosinathi:youdrink?

Me:there’sjustabitofgininthere,don’tlook

distressed.

Nkosinathi:sothat’sayes.

Me:yesIdrink.

Nkosinathi:I’dhaveneverguessed.

Me:butIwaskidnappedcomingfromtheclub,

remember?

Nkosinathi:otherpeoplegototheclubtodance

only.

Me:unfortunatelyI’mnototherpeople…sowhatare

youeating?



Haykalokuwewerenotgoingtofocusonme,our

drinkscameandweplacedourordersforthefood.

Iwasn’tsurprisedwhenheorderedsteak,ribsanda

salad.I’venoticedthatheappreciateshismeatvery

much.IorderedGreeksaladandChickenSofrito.

Me:you’rebackforgood?

Nkosinathi:onlyforafewweeks...Iactuallyshould

beinCanadarightnowbutIpostponed.

Me:Canada?Doingwhat?

Nkosinathi:businessenlargement.

Me:andyoupostponed?Why?

Nkosinathi:Idon’thaveenoughfundstocover

everything,soI’llgoinDecember.

Me:butwilltheopportunitystillbestanding?

Nkosinathi:Ihopeso,ndithethilenabo(I’vespoken

tothem)beforepostponingandtheyagreed.

Me:oohokay.



Iatethemealfirst,saladlater.

Nkosinathi:Imissedyou.

Ilookedup,hewaslookingatmewithhisglassin

onehand.

Nkosinathi:Iwanttospendmoretimewithyouyazi

Cassandra,gettoknowyouevenmore.

Me:we’vebeenfriendssincelastyear,whatdon’t

youknowaboutmengoku?

Nkosinathi:whatdoyoulike,whatdon’tyoulike,do

youwanttogetmarriedoneday,howmanykidsdo

youwant,yourdreams,everything.Iwanttoknow

everything.

IsighedandtoldhimeverythingthatIthoughthe

shouldknow,basedontheoutlinehegaveme.

Nkosinathi:soyoudowanttogetmarried?



Me:yeahImean,marriageisbeautifulbutIdon’t

wantthoseextravagantceremonies,justsomething

intimate.

Nkosinathi:you’reverydifferentfrommostpeople

I’vemet.

Me:mostwomenyoumean?

Henod.

Me:tellmeaboutyourlastrelationship.

Nkosinathi:whatdoyouwanttoknow?

Me:everything.

Hetookasipandlaybackonhischair,Iwaitedfor

himtotalk.Thisseemedinteresting.

Nkosinathi:wedatedforthreeyearsandwelived

togetherthethirdyear,Icheatedinthefirstyearof

therelationshipwhichiswhyshewantedustolive

togethereventually.



Me:whydidyoucheat?

Nkosinathi:Idon’tknow,IguessIwantedtofitin

amongsttheboys,havingmorethanonegirlfriend

wasfashionable.

Me:0h-kay.

Nkosinathi:SoaftershefoundoutthatIcheated

sheforgaveme,secondyearintotherelationship

shewasofferedajobinGautengwhichmeantshe

hadtoleaveCapeTownandcomeuptoJo’burg

whereIwasbasedatthetime,that’swhenwe

startedlivingtogether.Shefellpregnantand

abortedthebabywithoutmyknowledge,endofthe

yearshefellpregnantagainandabortedthebaby

again.Thesecondtimearoundshesaidshewas

goinghomeforamonth,onlytofindoutshewas

admittedatthehospitalbecausetherewere

complicationsduringtheabortionprocess.Her

familycameuptoseeher,Iwasshockedbecause…

well.Apparentlyshewaspregnantwithtwinsand

oneofthemwasnotremovedduringtheprocessso

thedoctorstriedtosavethebaby,andtheydid.



Me:where’sthebabynow?

Nkosinathi:heonlylivedforthreemonths.

Me:I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:don’tbe…IgotwhatIdeserved.Anyway

Iwasn’tresponsibleforthesecondpregnancy,it

turnedoutshewassecretlydatinghercolleague

andhewasthefather.

Me:howdidyoucomeuptothatconclusion?

Nkosinathi:hersisterknewabouttherelationship

soshetoldusatthehospital,butthenIdidn’t

believeher,Imean,Iknewmygirl.Shewouldn’tdo

that,sowhenthechildwaseventuallytakenout

fromthewombandincubated,Ihuntedtheguy

down,wehadaman-to-manconversationthenwe

bothrequestedforapaternitytestandthefavor

wasontheotherguy.

Iswallowedhard.

Thiswaspainful.



[06/26,14:44] :#Cassandra_24

Nkosinathi:IwashurtyesImean,whensomeone

saysthey’veforgivenyouandyouactuallychange

yourwaysyoudothinkthatthey’vereallyaccepted

yourapology,butthen,Ihurtherfirstbycheatingon

hersoIguesskarmatookitstoll.Ialsoforgaveher,

butwedecidedtogoseparateways,itwouldn’t

havebeenahealthyrelationshipafterthat.

Me:andthatwaswhen?

Nkosinathi:twoyearsago.

Me:sosincethenyouhaven’tbeeninany

relationship?

Nkosinathi:no.

Me:youhaven’tbeenwithawoman?

Nkosinathi:haha!Haibobaby.

Ilaughedalongwithhim,yesthiswas

uncomfortablebutwehadtotalkaboutsuchthings.



Me:thisisusgettingtoknoweachothernjena.

Nkosinathi:okay,okayfairenough.I’vebeenwith

womenyes,butIhaven’tbeeninanyserious

relationshipsincetheoneIjustspokeabout.

Me:soyouwerehavingflingsforthepasttwoyears?

Nkosinathi:yes.

Itookasip…whatifnamndiyifling?Icouldn’tstop

butthinkofthat.

Me:okay…sowheredoIstand?Wheredowestand?

Areweinarelationshiporyouarestillflowingwith

theflingwave?

Nkosinathi:I’dliketobelievewe’reinarelationship,

wellIbelieveweareinarelationship.

Me:why?

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou,andIamnowreadytobeina

seriousrelationship,I’mreadytobeina



commitment.I’vebeentotherapytosortoutsome

issuesthatIrealizedIhad,andI’vetakentimeout

fromthegame,focusedonworkandrebuilding

myself.

Ithinkhecouldreadmythoughtbuthedidn’twant

toleadme.

Me:wellI’mafraidofgivingyoumyallonlytofind

outyouwerejustlookingforafling.

Nkosinathi:areyoudoubtingmycommitmentto

you?

Me:no…noIdon’t,Iguessit’sjusttoomuchtruth

foroneday.

Nkosinathi:okaykeIhopeuphendulekile.

Me:yeah…ndiphendulekile,thankyou.

Weresumedtothefoodinfrontofus.Whenwe

weredone,hepaidthenwetookawalkonthe



beachsowehadtoleavetheshoesinthecarand

walkedbarefoot.Heheldmyhandaswewalkedin

silenceforaboutfifteenminutesthenwhenhe

foundarockhesteeredthewalktowardsitsowe

satthereandjustwatchedthelazywaves.

Nkosinathi:loKhiro,doyouknowhim?

Me:knowhiminwhatway?

Nkosinathi:haveyoueverseenhisface?

Me:no,hewasinsomedarkcornerwhenwewere

talkinginhiscar,Icouldn’teventellwhichsidehe

saton.

Nkosinathi:soyouwouldn’tbeabletoidentifyhim

ifheweretobecaught?

Me:no…unlessheweretospeakup.Iwouldmost

definitelyrecognizehisvoice.

Nkosinathi:sometimespeopleusemachinesor

devicesthatchangevoicesaswellyazibaby.

Me:youmeanhecouldhaveusedsomedeviceto

changehisvoice?



Nkosinathi:it’spossible,ifhehideshisface,why

wouldherevealhisvoice?

Me:Ineverthoughtofthat.

Nkosinathi:andsometimespeopleusedevicesto

representthemselves,it’spossiblethathewasn’tin

thatcarwithyou,hecouldhaveusedsomedevice

tocommunicatewithyou.

Haveyoueverfeltstupidngentoubucing’ba

uyayazi?

Ijustkeptquiet,hetookmyhandbutIdidn’teven

lookupathimuntilhesqueezedit.

Me:ouch.

Nkosinathi:relax,akazokwenzanto.

Me:andhowdoyouknow?

Nkosinathi:I’llprotectyou.

Me:how?You’renotalwaysaround,Iwon’talways

beheretoo.MaybeIshouldhavereportedthisyaz.



Nkosinathi:youcanstilltellyourfamily,oryour

brothersonly.

Thiswholeconversationjustruinedour“date”,Igot

up,hefollowedandwewalkedbacktothecarhand

inhandbutinsilence.Igotin,hewenttotheice

creamstallandreturnedwithchocolateicecream

formeandstartedhiscar.Howdidheevenknow

whichoneIlike?

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:sowhereshouldwegonow?

Me:aren’tyoutakingmebackhome?

Nkosinathi:it’sstillearly.

Me:mysistersarespendingthenight,soit’snot.

Nkosinathi:didyouleavethemwiththekey?

Me:theyhaven’tarrivedyet,butIleftthekeyfor

them.

Nkosinathi:thenthey’llletthemselvesinandmake



themselvescomfortable.

Ilookedathim,helookedahead.

Me:you’realreadycallingtheshots?

Helaughedoutloud.

Me:hayuyashesha.

Nkosinathi:todayisaboutus,whenItoldyouI’m

takingyououtyoudidn’tmentionthem.

Me:theytoldmeafteryourcallthatthey’recoming

over.

Nkosinathi:haike,ezamvazidliwazizagweba.

Ilaughedathisdramaticresponse.

Me:okay,let’sgowatchmoviethen.I’mpaying.



Nkosinathi:no,today’sonme.Everything.

Me:noIwanttopayforthemovies.Please.

Nkosinathi:wheredoesaschoolkidgetmoneyfrom?

Me:I’mavarsitystudent,Igetmoneyfromhome.

Nkosinathi:okayokay,don’tmurderme.

Ihithisshoulder,helaughedanddroveto

Sterkernikor.Ipaidforourmovieandboughtour

drinksthenwewentin.twohourslaterwewere

done,wewenttograbasnackthenhedroveme

homeandparkedoutsidethegate.

Nkosinathi:whatdidyoudototheshoes?

Me:gavethemtoLisa.

Nkosinathi:youlooklikeyou’reupsetthatyougave

themaway.

Me:theywerebeautifulshoes,Iactuallylovedthem.

Butthethoughtofwearingthem…yhu.



Nkosinathi:we’llgobuythemtomorrow.

Me:noplease,Iwon’tbewearingshoesmatching

toLisa’sshoes.

Nkosinathi:wecanbuysomethingsimilar.

Itookadeepbreath…well,Iwantedthoseshoes.I

wasn’tgonnalieaboutthat.

Me:areyousure?

Nkosinathi:yeah,callmewhenyou’refreetogo

thenI’llcomefetchyou.

Me:oryoucanbuyandbringthemhere.

Nkosinathi:Iwon’tknowwhichshoetotake…even

ifyouweretodescribethem.

Me:Ishouldhavetakenaphotoyaz.

Nkosinathi:we’regoingshoppingtogether.I’m

actuallygladyoudidn’ttakethatphoto.



Ismiled…hehadthisexcitementattheendofthat

sentencewhichmademeexcitedtogoshopping

withhim.

Me:okay,thankyoufortoday.

Nkosinathi:thankyouforbeinggreatcompany.

Myphonevibrated…Ilookedatthescreeandmy

heartjumped.Henoticed.

Nkosinathi:it’shim,right?

Me:couldbe.

Nkosinathi:speakerphone.

Iputthephoneonspeakerandanswered…

Me:hello?

TaKhiro:yougavemygiftaway,I’mhurt.



Me:shouldIbeapologizing?

Hetookadeepbreath.

TaKhiro:Cassandrawhydoyouenjoyhurtingmy

feelings?

Me:becauseyoukidnappedme!Thatshitwill

traumatizemeforlife.

TaKhiro:howelsecanIapologizetoyou?

Me:leavingmealonewouldbegreat,thankyou

verymuch.

TaKhiro:Icannotleaveyoualone,Iloveyouand

youalreadyknowthat.IfIdidn’tloveyoulikeIdoI

wouldn’thaveletyougo.

Me:wellunfortunatelyIlovesomeoneelse,butyou

alreadyknowthat.

TaKhiro:NkosinathiDakumbawillneverloveyou

likeIloveyouCassandra.

Me:arewemakingcomparisonsalready?



Hekeptquiet…IlookedatNkosinathi,hewasn’t

fazedonebitbythis.

TaKhiro:haveagreatday.

Me:youtoo.

Thenhehungup.

Nkosinathi:hesurelydidhisresearchaboutme.

Me:well,thatshouldn’tbeasurprise,beforehe

attachedyourbrotherinlawhemusthavedonethe

researchonyou.

Nkosinathi:mh.

Me:soundslikeavoicedevice?

Nkosinathi:Iwouldn’tputitpasthim…butI’lltrap

himandfindout.Soon.

Me:youdon’tseemshaken.



Nkosinathi:argh,Idon’tgetshakenbycowards.He

needstomanupandfacemeifhewantsto

intimidateme.

Me:yatshoindoda!

Nkosinathi:gqibezelababy,yatshoindodayam.

Iburstintolaughter!

Me:exactlythat.

Nkosinathi:exactlywhat?

Me:exactlywhatyousaid.

Nkosinathi:Iwanttohearyousayit.

Ismiledandlookedathim…hey,umntuhad

beautifulhandskodwaman.

Me:yatshoindodayam.

Nkosinathi:cabaiyablushisa?

Me:aw’nandodakalokuwenaawuzoyazi.



Nkosinathi:hayiniubaby!

Ilaughedathisexclamation,afteramoment.We

somehowendedupkissing,myhandfoundhome

onhischestwhilehisfoundhomeonmywaist.But

myhandcouldn’thelptakingatouruphis

masculineneckandbackdowntowhereithad

foundcomfort.Amessagecamethroughmyphone

butIignoredit,thenmyphonerang,Itookitout

whilekissingandcheckedthescreen.Itwasmy

sister…

Me:hellosis?

Nkosinathididn’tstop,hekisseddownmyneck

tracingmybowline.

Asanda:hayphumabekuniningoko.

Me:huh?

Asanda:getoutofthedamnedcar!



Me:eshe.Okay.

Ihungup,blushing.

Me:Ihavetogo.

Nkosinathi:shoeshoppingtomorrow.

Me:ewebaby.

Hesmiledandkissedmeonthelips,Iopenedthe

door,openedtheremotegateandclosedit.He

flickeredhislightsanddroveoff.

Me:nowIhavetofacemydeputymothers.

ItookadeepbreathasIwalkeduptomyroom.

Thiswasgoingtobeaninterestingnightforsure,I

mean,Iwasn’tsupposedtotellhimthatmysisters

werehomeinsteadIwassupposedtointroduce



himtomygirlfriendwhohadcomeforthenight.But

then,hemakesmeforgetmylines.

[06/26,14:44] :#Cassandra_25

Followingdaywewokeupandwenttoeat

breakfastout,spentthedayshoppingwithmy

sistersthenbylunchtimetheywenttotheairport.

SoIcalledNkosinathi,hepromisedmeshoesand

andizithengangakuleshoppingonpurpose...

Nkosinathi:Baby,hi?

Me:Hey,unjani?

Nkosinathi:I'mexcited,we'regoingshopping.

Unjaniwena?

Me:I'mtired.I'matGreenacres.

Nkosinathi:hay,IthoughtI'mfetchingyou.

Me:haywethuI'mherealready.Uphiwena?

Nkosinathi:Iwilltrytobethereinthenext15

minutes.



Me:ukubaubambekile,don'tforceit.

Nkosinathi:akhontoinondibambababyngexesha

lethu.

Me:okayke.

Ihungupandwenttobuymyselfasmoothie,I

initiallywantedtobuyanice-creambutwhenIgot

thereIsawchocolatesmoothieso inlessthan

that15minuteshewasthere,textedmeforexact

location.Whenhegotthere,wehuggedforaminute

andkissedthenhesatdowntakingmysmoothie

Me:unukaumojobra.

Nkosinathi:bendisojanegents.

Me:sondikuphazamisilenyhani.I'msorry.

Nkosinathi:hayabayindawo,ndizobuyabesephaya.

Me:oohokay...Masambendisibonileisihlangusam.



HedrankuptheshakeandcarriedmybagsasIled

himtotheshopwhereIsawthesimilarshoe,I

showedhimtheshoe,hedidn'tevenlookatthe

price.

Nkosinathi:thathakaloku.

Me:didyouseetheprice?

Nkosinathi:itdoesn'tmatterbaby,andithiuyasifuna?

Me:ewebaby.Enkosi.

Itooktheshoeandledhimtothecounter,theguy

atthetilllookedatme Iknewhe'slookingatme

becauseofthepriceoftheshoe.Thisguyremoved

R8000cashfromhiswalletandpaidfortheshoe,I

smiledandwalkedawaywithmyboxofshoe.He

caughtupwithme...

Nkosinathi:sisifumeneisihlangu,right?

Me:yep.



Nkosinathi:ayikhoenyintooyifunayo?

Me:Yhohay,I'vealreadydoneshoppingwithmy

sisters.

Nkosinathi:thequestionis,ayikhoenyinto

oyifunayona?

Ilaughed...

Me:ha.ababy.Unlessyouwanttobuyme

something.

Nkosinathi:okay,we'redoingmyownshopping

kengoku.

Me:sothiswasaboutyouallalong?

Nkosinathi:no,thiswasaboutyourshoe.ButIhad

toslipmyselfin.

Ismiled...andfollowedhim,wewentonashopping

spree butthen,whatwasweirdwerethe

differentsizesthathewaspicking.Iwasjustthere



toobviouslyadvicehereandtherebuthehad

thingsundercontrol,helookedinhiselement.We

proceededtothecounter,andnowheswiped.We

carriedthebagstothecar,startedtheignitionand

droveoff...

Me:canIaskyousomething?

Nkosinathi:sure.

Me:whoareyoubuyingtheseclothesfor?

Obviouslyawunxibisizesix,sevenandtheothers

kwinyawoezinye.

Nkosinathi:I'mbuyingformyguys.

Me:yourguys?

Hechuckled.

Nkosinathi:mydadwasatruckdriverbeforehe

retiredtobeingafulltimebusinessman,during

schoolholidaysheusedtotakemeandmysiblings



onsomelocaltripsandwe'dmeetdifferentpeople

indifferentlivingsituations.That'showImetsome

oftheseguysthatIboughttheclothesfor,theyare

myfamily.Myguys.

Me:oh,wheredotheylive?Arewegoingtherenow?

Nkosinathi:ifyoudon'tmind.

Me:whywouldImind?

Wathula...DroveintoSparandparked.

Nkosinathi:lockyourselfinhere,I'llbebackinafew.

Me:youdon'twantmetotagalong?

Nkosinathi:you'llgettired,I'llbequick.

Me:mmkay.

Ilockedmyselfinthereanlookedattheclotheswe

justbought ,inafewminuteshepulledupwitha

trolleyfullofthosetakeawaymeals,loavesofbread,



milk,drinks,cookedmeatandfourboxesoffruit

thenwedroveinsilence.Iwasn'tgoingtoaskhim

again.Hedrovetoaplacethatlookedlikeanold

agehomeorretirement.

Nkosinathi:thisashelterthatdadbuiltforsome

familieswhowerelivinginthestreetswhenhewas

stillatruckdriver.Icomeheretwiceayear,mypart

istobuyclothesforthemen,mysisterspamperthe

women,mydadholdsclassesforthemenoncea

month,momhostsskillsclassesforthewomen.It's

alot...Infacteveryoneofushasadutytoplayhere.

Me:wow...Sohowmanyfamilieslivehere?

Nkosinathi:aboutsixteennow,that'swhywe're

extending,theplaceiscrowdedasitis.Lookthere...

Ifollowedhisfinger,theywereextendingtheshelter.

Nkosinathi:wanttocomein?

Inod.



Wecarriedjusttheclothingandfollowedeachother

inthere,oneofthekidssawhimandcamerunning

towardsus,hehuggedNkosinathi'slegandwent

runningtellinganyonewhocaredtolistenthat

"Ufikileubhuti"andtheneveryonestartedcoming

outoftheirroomswithhugesmiles,Ismiledback

atthosewhowerelookingatme,thisguyledmeto

whatmusthavebeentheirmainhall,weput

everythingdownthenhewentoutwithtwoother

guystofetchtheotherbagsthatwecouldn'tcarry.

Ontheirreturn,hesaidasmallspeechofhowhe's

beenbusythat'swhyhisvisitwasabitlatethan

usual,theywereforgivingthough.Theyjust

seemedtobehappythathewasthere...He

distributedtheclothingtoallthementhenheasked

foranyqueriesorhasslesthattheyneededhimto

attendtobuttheyhadnone,thenheaskedfor

indlela.Oneyoungmanspokeup...

X:awbhuti,awuzosazisakekusisiohambanaye?



Everyonemurmured,inagreementIguess.He

lookedatmeforapproval,Ijustquicklyturnedmy

eyesawayfromhim.

Nkosinathi:anisekhocuriousXolani.

X:bhutinditshatileulibele?akhontondizoyenza.

Nkosinathi:akhontoubunoyenzanoba

ubungatshatangamfethu.

X:hahaha,inene.

Nkosinathi:okay,soeveryonemeetmygirlfriend

Cassandra,baby,meetmyfamily.

Everyonestartedgettingexcited,ululatingand

clapping.

Me:it'snicetomeeteveryone.

X:thisisthefirsttimeubhutiesizanentombiapha



sis'wam,usixolelengeexcitement.

Me:it'snobiggiebhuti.

X:umhlebhuti,hopesizombonamoreoften.

Nkosinathi:makaziphendulele.

Igiggled.

Me:well,ifheallowsmeto,Idon'tseeaproblem.

Ndingezandizodlalanabantwana.

X:haike,siyavuyathina.

Ismiled,NkosinathilookedatXsternly theythe

eldersjustlaughedatthebothofthem.Thistime

wereallyleftanddrovetothestreets...Andithiwe

onlyleftclothesphaya,westillhadfoodattheback.

Hestoppedunderabridgeandgotoutshouting

izintothatIdidn'tunderstandsomesortofsecret

callorsomethingandinamatterofseconds,people

cameoutfromallsidesofthebridge,streetpeople,

dirtypeople.Theycamerunningtowardshim,



othershugginghim,othersjustpurelyhappytosee

him.Afteramomenthecametomeinthecar…

Nkosinathi:comeandgreetmyotherfamily.

Me:oh.

Well…ndaphumaandwenttogreethisotherfamily.

Theyoungeronesactuallycametohugme,itwas

heartwarming.Likeawarmwelcometothefamily

kindasituation.

Nkosinathi:sowho’sondutytoday?

Fourguyslifteduptheirhands…thenhesignaled

forthemtofollowhimtothecar,theyreturnedwith

allthefood.EverythinghehadboughtkwaSpar,

thenthefourguysgavetotwoolderoneswhowere

goingtodivideandserveforeveryone.Wedidn’t

spendmuchtimewiththem,weleft.Afterafew

minutesofdrivinginsilencehisphonerang…itwas

connectedtothecarsoIwashearingtheentire



conversation.

Nkosinathi:hello?

Caller:uphi?(Whereareyou?)

Nkosinathi:I’mdriving,what’sup?

Caller:drivingtowhereNathi?

Nkosinathi:I’mtakingmygirlfriendhomemfondini,

ufanani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Caller:ndcelaundiphatheleispinachifuzoza

ngaphakeogqibakwakho.(Pleasebringspinachif

you’regoingtocomethissidewhenyou’redone?)

Nkosinathi:ndizozalate,thumaumtanakwa

Marhadesikhona.(I’llonlybetherelatertoday,send

achildtoMarhadebe’shouse)

Caller:oohokay.Uphilomntuwakhowebhongo?

(Where’sthisgirlfriendofyours?)

Helookedatme,Ishookmyhead.



Nkosinathi:uzamthini?(Whatdoyouwantfrom

her?)

Caller:haikaloku,whenareweseeingher?

Nkosinathi:whenIbringhertoyou,wheneverthat

willbe.

Caller:kutheniumfihla?Mbingalondlela?(Whyare

youhidingher?Isshethatugly?)

Nkosinathi:wambi,wamhleayinifuni.Ayikufuni,

ngumntuwamayingomntuwethu.(Heruglinessor

beautyisnoneofyourbusiness,she’smygirlfriend

notOURgirlfriend)

Caller:ndand’k’gqibeleunechoiceke,

ungazosiphoxaeBhayimntakatata.(lasttimeI

checkedyouhadagoodchoiceinwomen,don’t

comeembarrassusinPortElizabeth)

Nkosinathi:fokofAsenathi!

Sheburstintolaughter,hehungup.



Nkosinathi:sorryaboutthat.

Me:yoursister?

Nkosinathi:yeah.

Me:mh.

Hedroveforasecandstolealookatme.

Nkosinathi:umhlebaby,butIdon’thavetojustify

thattoanyone.

Me:Iknow.

Nkosinathi:soyou’renotupset?

Me:nah,theonlyfewthingsthatwouldupsetme

wouldbeyounotstandingupformebeforeyour

family/friendsinseriousmatters,youflirtinginmy

presenceandyoudenyingmefood.Otherthanthat,

itwilldependonmymoodforthatday.

Nkosinathi:ndikuvile,I’verealizedyouloveyour



food.

Me:verymuch…nowcanwetalkaboutyourother

family?

Hechuckledandlookedahead.

Me:youseemtohaveasoftspotforstreetpeople,

why?

Nkosinathi:myelderbrotherranawayfromhome

andstartedlivingonthestreetsayearafterhe

graduatedfromvarsity.

Me:oh,I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:itsokay,hepassedononmyfirstyear

ofvarsitybutbecausehewaslivingonthestreets

wedevelopedthispatternofbuyinghimfoodwhile

hewasthere,thenwerealizedthatwecan’tjustbuy

himfood,wehadtobuyforeveryonesoitbecame

aritualevenafterhisdeath.

Me:whydidherunawayfromhome?



Nkosinathi:apparentlyhewasbewitched,because

hewasn’tadruggieso…anyway,wetriedbuying

clothesforhimbuthewouldeitherselltheclothes

orripthemapart.Thenwetriedgettingclosertohis

peers,theytoldusthatwecanonlyhelpthemwith

food,becauseifwebuythemclothes,they’llsell

themfordrugsandgluesothat’swhatwe’vebeen

doingalltheseyears.

Me:whydon’tyoutakethemtotheshelter?Orbuild

themtheirown?

Nkosinathi:theyknowwheretofinduswhenthey

wanttogototheshelter,infacttheshelteronly

accommodatesfamilies.Meaning,awife,husband

andchildorchildren.Andketheseguysdon’twant

tobeundersupervision.Theywanttodoasthey

please,practicetheirownfreedom.

Me:wow.

Nkosinathi:buttheminuteweseeoneofthem

pregnantoroneofthemreportstous,orthe

pregnantonecomesfowardandshewantstokeep

thechild,wetakethemtothesocialworkersfor



safety,somegiveuptheirkidsrightafterbirthand

somegototherapy,andlearnskillsthatwillbring

themincomeorgobacktoschoolwhilelivingina

safeenvironmentwiththeirkids.

Nkosinathiandhisfamilyseemedtohavegood

hearts.Tobuildashelterandclothehomeless

families,foodforstreetpeople.Hedrovemehome

andparkedoutside,turningtheignitionoff.

Nkosinathi:whatareyouplanningtodoafteryour

graduation?

Me:IwasplanningtomovetoCapeTown.

Nkosinathi:was?

Me:thatwasbeforeyouhappened.

Nkosinathi:oh,sothingshavechangednowthatI

happened?

Me:Ihaven’trevisitedmyplanngoku.

Nkosinathi:doyoustillwanttogotoCapeTown?



Me:IjustwanttogetoutofPE…andIdon’treally

wannagoworkfromhome.

Nkosinathi:oh-kay.Well,Iwon’tputanypressureon

you,allIcandoistosupportyou.

Me:andIappreciatethat,verymuch.

Nkosinathi:sowhendoIgettoseeyouagain?

Me:whendoyouwanttoseemeagain?

Nkosinathi:I’dactuallylovetospendmoretime

withyou.

Me:butwedospendtimetogetherwhenyou’re

around.

Nkosinathi:itsnotalwaysenough,butIalsodonot

wanttodisturbyourstudies.

Me:maybeweshouldworkonaschedulethen.

Nkosinathi:oneweekendatyourplace,thenextat

mine?

Me:you’rereadytotakemetoyourpersonalspace?

Nkosinathi:whynot?



Me:oh-kay.Butthatwillhavetowait,mymom

shouldbecomingoverthisweeksothatwecan

lookforanotherplaceformetostay.Sincethe

deathofthelandlordthisplaceisn’tassafe

anymore.

Nkosinathi:alright.

IknewhehadtoreturnbacktohisfriendsbutI

didn’twanthimtogo,whichwasselfishofme.I

askedhimtohelpmewiththeshoppingbags,we

gotinsidethenIwalkedhimbackout,wekissedat

thegatethenIwatchedhimdriveoff.Hecouldalso

tellthatIdidn’twanthimtogobut…guesshe

wantedmetoask.

[06/26,14:44] :#Cassandra_26

Mompaidmeavisitthenwewenthousehunting,

wedidn’tfindanythingonthatfirstdaythenshe

hadtosleepoversowhileIwenttoschool,she

wenthousehuntingandfoundaroomthatwas

fifteenminutesawayfromcampus.WhenIgot



theretocheckitout,IsawfamiliarfacesandIwas

satisfiedbythelevelofsecuritybuttherewasjust

somethingthatwasn’tsittingwellwithmyspiritin

there.Whenwegottomycurrentplacesheasked

me…

Mom:youdon’tseemtolikeit.

Me:Ilikeit…it’sclean,andlookssafe.Butthere’s

justsomethingaboutthatplacethatdoesn’tsitwell

withmyspirit.

Mom:Inoticed…maybeweshouldgocheckitout

againbeforeIdeposittherentmoney.

Me:okay,orwecansendubhutiindisguise.

There’ssomethingman,Ijustcan’tputmyfingerto

it.

Mom:okayndizomfounelaakheayepha(okayIwill

callandsendhimthere),soyoucanstayherefor

now.Untilwe’recertainofwhat’sgoingonthere.

Me:okay,nowcanItakeyouout?

Mom:ngemaliyam(withmymoney),yes.



Me:malikatata(youmeandad’smoney).

Mom:oksalayoyeyomyeniwamnayo(youmean

myhusband’smoney).

Me:heeehehe!Haysisi.

Shewentonandonaboutthis,butanywaywewent

outforsupper,madealotofconversationaboutmy

futureplansnowthatIhadoneyeartograduation…

aswesunkourtastebudsintoourdessert,Isaw

Nkosinathiwalkinwiththreeotherguys.IswearI

heldmybreathasoureyeslocked.Helookedatme

thenhiseyesracedovertomymotherthenhe

smiled…Ismiledandjustkeptmyeyesahead.

Mom:andthatsmile?

Me:I’vejustrealizedthatIleftmywalletathome.

Mom:usile!YaziusileThixunathi(You’resilly).

Me:yhumamaeligama(Yhumomthatname).

Mom:lelakho,nizithandagqithiizinto



ezikhumshileyo,wanimoshautatawenu(It’syours,

yourfatherspoiltallofyourottenwithhisEnglish

tactics).

Yep,Ishiftedthefocusjustlikethat.Myphone

beepedandIlookedatthemessage“CanIcome

andgreetumamazala(mymotherinlaw)”?yhuu

Nkosinathibawo!

Mom:ngubanilowo?(who’sthat)

Me:haymama,ngabantubephoneyam.

Mom:haikalokutellthemukwidate,theymusthave

tablemanners.

Yhoandayihleka…

Me:oneofmyfriendswantstocomeandgreetyou.

Mom:whatkindoffriendasksforpermissionto

greetyourparents?



Me:kalokumama.

Mom:kalokuNtoni?(What?)

Me:it’samalefriend,akafunundifakaengxakini(He

doesn’twannagetmeintotrouble),you’llstart

thinkingI’mgoingaroundmakingmalefriends

kweliBhayi.AndI’vetoldthemhowstrictyouare.

Mom:oh,nowit’sthem.

Me:himandotherfriendsthatI’vemade.

Mom:makazendimbone(hemustcome).

Me:pleasesaynicethings.Please.

Sherolledeyesatme…lomama!ItextedNkosinathi

“aslongasyoudon’tintroduceyourselfasthe

futureson-inlaw.”Heresponded“ndiyafihlwa?”(Are

youhidingme?)me:“awufihlwamfondini,ndibaleka

idrama”(I’mnothidngyou,I’mjustavoidingdrama)

hesentasmileyface.Afteracoupleofminuteshe

walkeduptoourtableandgreeted,wefistbumped

thenheofferedahandshaketomymother,he

introducedhimselfthentheyhadashort



conversationbeforehereturnedtohistable.Mom

watchedhim,tillhesatdownathistable.

Mom:he’sgotthelooks.

Me:haibo!

Mom:andhesmellsgood.

Me:mama!

Mom:PEmenhaveareputationwethuCassandra,

howlonghaveyouknownhim?

Me:it’sbeenawhile.

Mom:hedoesn’tlooklikeastudent.

Me:he’snot.

Mom:whatdoeshedoforaliving?

Me:businessman.

Mom:whatbusinessdoeshedo?Drugdealers,

humantraffickers,sangomasarebusinessmenas

well.



NowIhadtoexplaintoherwhatkindofbusinesses

hewasinvolvedin,toldheraboutthestreetpeople

stuffhewasinvolvedin,theworks.Sheseemed

impressedeventhoughshedidn’taskaboutmy

“boyfriend”theoneItoldherabout,sheseemedto

kindahaveputthedotstogetherbutIwasn’tgoing

toconfirmanythingyet.Whenweweredone,we

left…afewdayslater,aftermomleftNkosinathi

called.

Me:baby?

Nkosinathi:you’rescarce.

Me:zincwadibabe…I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:ismymotherin-lawstillaround?

Me:nah,sheleftafewdaysago.

Nkosinathi:sothatmeansIcanstealyouforafew

minutes,astudybreak?

Me:sekulatengokunje(it’salreadylate).Canyou

stealmetomorrow?Ihavenoclass.

Nkosinathi:sothatmeansyou’llcook?



Me:heeee!Haikestealmenowke.

Nkosinathi:soyoudon’twanttocookforme?

Me:Idon’twannaplaywifetoaboyfriend.

Helaughed…

Nkosinathi:okay,soIguesscookingformeisout

ofthecards?Canwegowatchamovies,rightnow

then?I’llletyouresttomorrowandnotbotheryou.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:I’moutside.

Me:uyaxoka!(you’relying)

Hehooted…Igotupandopenedmycurtain,there

washiscar!

Me:yhu!

Nkosinathi:5minutes.



Thenhehungup.

Iquicklygotoutofbedandpreppedup,grabbedmy

phone,removedmybankcardfromthewalletand

putinsidethephonecoverattheback.Ilearntto

alwaysbeprepared.ThenIlockedandwenttohim,

hewasalreadystandingoutside,talkingonthe

phone.Iwalkeduptohim,kissedhimonthelipsas

heheldmywaistwhilefinishinguphis

conversation.Inbetweenhissentenceswith

whoeverhewastalkingto,hewaskissingmeon

thelipsuntiltheconversationwasover.

Nkosinathi:heybeautiful.

Me:heystalker.

Apparently,Iwasticklinghim.Hedidn’tsay

anything,butlaughedasheopenedthedoorforme.

Wewentforamovie,hepaidforeverything

obviously,thenwetookawalkonthebeach.Hand

inhand.



Nkosinathi:lookslikeI’llbeleavingPEsoonerthanI

thought.

Me:that’swhyyoupushedfortonight.

Nkosinathi:partlyyes.

Me:partly?

Nkosinathi:Ijustmissedyou.

Me:mmh.Whenareyougoing?

Nkosinathi:nextweekThursday,morning.

Me:I’llbeinclass,Ihaveapresentation.

Nkosinathi:canweatleastspendtheweekend

together?

Me:ifyou’renotneededelsewhere,noproblem.

Nkosinathi:Idon’thaveanyreservationsasyet,but

Iwillswitchoffmyphone.

Me:okaythen,weekenditis.

Wespentafewminuteswalkingandtalkingonthe



beachthenwewalkedbacktothecarandwatched

thestars,myheadonhisshoulder.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:howmanychildrendoyouwanttohave?

Ilookedathim,shocked.

Nkosinathi:Iknowusezofunda,graduateandstart

workingbeforeyoucansettledownandeventhink

abouthavingachildbut,I’maskingjustoutof

curiosity.

Me:threeisenough.Twoboys,onegirl.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Me:you?

Nkosinathi:Idon’treallycare,aslongaswecan

provideforthem.Emotionallyandfinancially.

Me:butyouwon’talwaysbetherephysically,



ungulowehlaesenyukaasitisrightnow.

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat,butyouwillbetherewith

ourhelper.

Me:helper?Yhu,havingastrangerinmyownhouse?

Nkosinathi:youcanneverbeastayathomewife

baby,whatifnowakhoumsebenzimakesyoutravel

alot?Sizobathiniabantwana?

Me:bazoyakoomakhulubabo.

Nkosinathi:andifwedon’tliveinthesamecityas

theirgrandparents?Duringschooldays?

Isighed…

Me:pointtaken.

Hekissedmyforehead,Iclosedmyeyesenjoying

thecomfort…myphonerang,Ilookedatthescreen

andmyheartsank.



Me:hellobhuti?

Steve:hey,unjani?

Me:I’mgood,howareyoubhuti?

Steve:allgood,I’mcomingtoPEngomsotodoa

followuponyouraccommodation.

Me:okaybhuti.

Steve:whattimewillyourclassend?

Me:Idon’thaveaclasstomorrowbhuti.

Steve:oohokayke.Sharp.

Me:sure.

Wehungup...guesswedidwellbymeetingright

nownoNkosinathibecausewewouldn’tbeableto,

withmybrotheraround.

Me:mybrotheriscomingovertomorrow,tofollow

uponmyaccommodationissue.



Nkosinathi:atleastwehavetheweekendto

ourselves,hopefully.

Okayatleastthatwasstillstanding,aftersome

timewedrovebacktomyplace.Heparkedoutside,

Istillappreciatedthatherespectedmyspaceand

wouldn’tjustdriveinwithoutbeinginvited.Wesat

therefinishingoffourconversation,heleanedover

andkissedmeonthelips.

Nkosinathi:umhlemanbaby.

BeforeIcouldevenanswer,hekissedmeagain,

thistimewebothengaged.Themorewekissed

wasthemoreIfellforhim,Iwasbeginningtoreally

feelthatI’minarelationshipnow.Istoppedand

pulledback,wipingmyglossoffhislips,helooked

atmewithoutsayingaword…

Me:thankyoufortoday.

Nkosinathi:todaycanbemanydays.



Me:Iknow…andIcan’twaittospendmanyother

dayslikethiswithyou.

Heleanedforwardagainandkissedme…thatkiss

wasabruptlystoppedbyabulletthatcamefrom

behindthecarandbyGod’smerciesitslipped

throughagapsomewherebetweenusand

smashedthewindscreen,Ijumpedwithascreamof

shockatthesoundofshatteringglass.Nkosinathi

triedgettingoutofthecar,Ipulledhisarm.

Me:hayiuyaphi?Ufunukufa?

Nkosinathi:baby,calmdown.

Me:Nkosinathindiyakucela,don’t.

Nkosinathi:baby.

Ilookedathim,mytearyeyesbegginghimnottogo

out.

Hekissedmeandgotouttolookaround,thenout



ofnowherecameacarthatdrovestraighttohim,I

shoutedforhimtoduckandhedivedtotheother

sideoftheroad,thecardroveoffsoIgotoutofthe

carandrantothisoneontheothersideoftheroad.

Hewasn’tharmed,butIwastooshakenIjust

huggedhimandballed.Afterawhileheslowly

removedmyarmsandlookedatmytearyface,

cleanedmeupwithhishands.

Nkosinathi:noonemakesyoucryandgetsaway

withit,I’mgonnafindthemandthey’regoingtopay.

Me:please,justletitgo.Please.

Nkosinathi:I’mnotlettinganythinggo,youcould

havebeenshot.Icouldhavebeenshotdead,or

knockedover…Iamnotlettingthisgo.

Me:yourlifeismoreimportanttomethancatching

anyonewhodidthis.

Nkosinathi:come,letmewalkyouinside.

Igotup,wewalkedhandinhandashewenttolock



thecarthenwalkedmetomyroom.Heinspected

theroomthoroughlybeforewesatdown,Iwasstill

shookbutImadechamomileteaforthebothofus.
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Afterafewsecondsofsilencehespokeup…

Nkosinathi:youhavetotellyourfamilyaboutthis

guy.

Me:ubhutiuyeza,I’lltellhim.

Nkosinathi:I’mgonnacancelthetrip,untilIknow

you’resafe.

Me:no,no.Pleasedon’t.

Nkosinathi:baby.

Me:I’llbewelltakencareoff,ubhutiwillseewhatto

doonceI’vetoldhim.Wenahamba(justgo)anddo

yourbusiness,I’llfillyouinonwhateverhappens.

Nkosinathi:babymymindwon’tfunctionwell

knowingI’mleavingyouinthisstate.



Me:youjusthavetotrustmybrotherthen,Idon’t

wantyouraffairstobeaffectedbythis.

Hekeptquiet.

Iputmycupdownandhuggedhim,heputhisown

cupdownandwrappedhisarmsaroundme.Iwas

stillteary,andIcouldn’tstopbutreplaythewhole

sceneinmymindandIrealizedthatoneorbothof

usalmostdied.Wecouldhavebeendeadaminute

ago,andnoonecameouttoevencheckwhatwas

happeningwhenthegunwasshot,evenwhenthe

carscreechedasitalmostranoverNkosinathi.We

couldhavediedlikedogs.

Nkosinathi:it’sokay…

HerubbedmybackuntilIfeltmorecalmthenI

cleanedmyselfup.

Me:I’msorryforputtingyouthroughthis.

Nkosinathi:pleasepackaweekendbagsihambe.



Me:huh?

Nkosinathi:I’mnotleavingyouhere,you’re

traumatized.

Me:hayibaby…Ic-

Nkosinathi:Iwillbringyoubackinthemorning

beforeyourbrothergetshere.

Okaysonowmyfearwashimwantingsexwhenwe

gettohishouse,buthonestlyspeaking,IknewI

wantedtogowithhim.Iwouldn’tsleepawinkin

thisplace.Igotupandpackedmyweekendbag,

sinceI’llbespendingtheweekendathisplace

anywayaswehadplanned,tookextratoiletries,

chargerandanextrapairofshoe.

Me:done.

Nkosinathi:okay,makesureallyourwindowsare

closed.

Ichecked,thenweleft.



Wedroveintohisplace…wasn’tasbigasIwould

haveimagineditseeingthathe’sabusinessman.It

wasmodestandbigenoughforthebachelorthat

heis(twostorey),hissistercalledhimagainbuthe

rejectedthecall.Wegotoutofthecarandhe

carriedmybag,unlockedhishouseandIfollowed

rightbehindhiminsilence.Theinsideofittookmy

breathaway.Itwasclean,smeltverygoodandit

waswellfurnished.Itwashomely,itwashim,warm

andembracy,Isuddenlyfeltathome.

Nkosinathi:I’llpreparethebedroomforyou,please

makeyourselfcomfortable.

Me:enkosi.(Thankyou)

AfterheleftIwenttothekitchenandlookedfor

anythingtomunchon,IfoundkoeksistersandI

tooktwowithaglassofwater,kuthweImustmake

myselfcomfortablekaloku.Hecameback.



Nkosinathi:Ihaverunabathforyou,secondroom

onyourleft.

Me:thankyou.

Ilefthimthereandwenttothebathroom,well,

bedroom.Itwasanensuite,IthoughtI’dbegetting

aseparateroombutIrealizedthatwe’dbesharing

hisbedroom.Isoakedmyselfinthebathandletgo

ofeverythingthatwasbotheringmythoughts,he

hadsomescentedfoambaththatsoothestheinner

cellsinmybrain.WhenIeventuallycameout,I

woremypj’sandslippers,thenwalkedouttowhere

Ihadlefthim,butwhilstatthetopofthestairs,I

heardvoices.HisandanotherofafemalesoI

stoppedandlistened…

Nkosinathi:butIjustgaveyoumoney,uyenzeni?

(whatdidyoudowithit)

Her:Iboughtstuff,whyareyoubeingstingyallofa

sudden?



Nkosinathi:ItoldyoundiyaqokelelaforthisCanada

businessdeal,Ican’tbewastingmoneythatIdon’t

haveAsenathi.

Isighed…it’shissister.

Iwasstartingtothinkitshisgirlfriendorsomething.

Her:maybeifyoustoppedspendingmoneyon

womenwewouldn’tbehererightnow.

Nkosinathi:ooh,sowenaurightforspendingmoney

on“STUFF”right?

Her:okayfine,I’msorry.Ndithinike?Becauseasina

nyamaandisephaiyaphela,Ican’torderndingena

mali.(whatmustIDonnow?Wedon'thavemeat

andthesoapisonthevergeoffinishing,Ican't

placeanorderwithoutmoney)

Nkosinathi:Idon’tunderstandhowyoudobusiness,

Igaveyouthecarwashandtshisanyamatomanage

buteyonantouyenzayo(whatyoudo)isrunning

themdown.Ireallydon’tunderstandyourbusiness



conduct.

Her:butyou’renotbeingfair.

Nkosinathi:placeanorderforezizintozishotayo

thensendmeaproformerinvoice,I’llsendthe

suppliersmoneydirectlytothem.

Her:enkosi.

Nkosinathi:wasthereanythingelse?

Her:no…utyantoniapha?(whatdoyoueathere)

Thewayyourkitchenissooocleaningathi

awupheki.(it'slikeyoudon'tcook)

Hedidn’tanswerher…shelefthimandwalkedtothe

kitchen,openedthefridge,freezer,cupboardthen

camebacktohim.

Her:thefreezerisstillfull,doesn’tthisnewchickof

yoursknowhowtocook?Oryougotanotheroneof

thosewhoeatoutallthetime?Again?

Nkosinathi:you’realmostoverstayingyour



welcomeinmyhouse.

Her:Nathi,youcannotbelivinglikethis.Youneed

togrowupngoku,youcan’tbelivingoutofthebox.

Nkosinathi:that’sit…pleasetakeyourkeysandgo.

Hegaveherthekeys,shelaughedasheledherto

thedoor.

Her:mntase,subhejanjeeeman,maziphekeez’way

xazizeapha.Yintoninamfondini.(don'tjustgive

thesechicksyourmoney,whentheycomehere

makethemcookforyou)

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou,bye.

Thenheshutthedoor.

AsIwasabouttogodown,sheshoutedforhimto

openthegate.Heopenedwithoutrespondingtoher

thenhewalkedtowardsthestairsandsawme



Nkosinathi:you’rehungry?

Me:nah.

Nkosinathi:thendon’tcomedown,I’mswitchingoff

thelightsanyway.

Me:sure.

Iturnedandwalkedbacktotheroom,hecamein

rightaftermeandwenttothecloset,removeda

gownandwenttoshower.Myphonerang…

unknownnumber.ObviouslynguKhirolowosoI

didn’tanswer…hecalledagain,butIjustrejected

thecall.Iwasshakenalready,Iwasn’tgoingto

allowhimtoruinmynightanyfurther.Iswitched

offmyphoneandgotinbed…acoupleofminutes

later,Nkosinathireturned,switchedonthebedside

lampsandthenswitchedoffthemainlightsashe

cametobed.Hedidn’tsaymuch,hejustpulledme

closeandwecuddledmyworriesaway.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou,andIwilldoanythinginmy



powerforyoursafety,especiallyfromthis

obsessedwomaninaman’sbody.

Me:canwenottalkabouthim?Please.

Nkosinathi:okay…

Imovedinclosertohim,hisbodytemperaturewas

doingsomethingtomysenses.Ihadtoshutmy

braindeadasIcouldhearOnele’svoiceattheback

ofmymind.

Inthemorning,Iwokeupallalone.Iwenttothe

bathroom,returnedandfoundmyphonecharging,I

gotinbedandjustlaythereforafewminutes.I

didn'twannagohome butIhadto.Mybrother

wascomingsoIhadtobeatmyplaceonhisarrival.

Idrewadeepbreathandgatheredenoughstrength

asIwenttoshower,whenIcameback,hehad

madebreakfastforthebothofusandthebedwas

made.



Me:morning.

Nkosinathi:goodmorning.Sleptwell?

Ismiledashewaswalkingtowardsme,hishands

reachedoutformywaistbeforehislipsfound

homeonmyown.Hisbreathwasfresh,chocolaty

yetminty hisgripwasdemandingatthesame

time,assuring.Ayangazi.

Me:likeababy,thankyouforopeningupyour

hometoastranger.

Nkosinathi:you'rethestranger?

Me:amInot?

Nkosinathi:nostrangerhaseversleptonmybed

before.

Me:guessI'mthespecialkindthen.

Hekissedmylipsandletgo,Igotdressed,then

joinedhimforbreakfast.WhenweweredoneIwent



downtowashtheplatesandcupswehadused

thenhetookmehome,andleftmethere.Ijustlay

onmybed...AndLilsistercalled ♀

Me:hey?

Onele:hey,Sefikileubhuti?(hasbigbrotherarrived

yet?)

Me:nope.

Onele:ooh,unjani?(oh,howareyou?)

Me:uzamthiniubhuti?(whyareyouaskingforyour

brother?)

Onele:noI'mjustcheckingonhim,hiscarwas

faultywhenhelefthere.

Me:haveyoutriedcallinghim?

Onele:he'snotanswering.

Me:okay,I'llcheckonhimjustnow.

Onele:sho...Sohowareyou?

Me:I'mokay.You?



Onele:you'rejustokay?Seriously?Istheretrouble

inparadise?

Me:haha!OkayfineI'mhappy,dude,whatdoyou

wantmetosay?

Onele:that,Iwantedthatexcitementattheendof

yourvoice.

Ilaughed allmysiblingsareveryspecial

Onele:spillthebeanskesisi.

Me:there'snothingtospillOnele,Yhini.

Onele:you'realiar.

Me:nyhani.

Onele:how'syourboyfie?Haveyouguysdonethe

deedyet?

Ijuststartedlaughing,sheshoutedatmein

excitement...MaybeshethoughtIhadactually



givenNkosinathithecookie.

Me:youneedtochillbabysis.

Onele:ohmywoooorrrddd!

Me:Isleptathisplacelastnight,butw-

Onele:Cassandra!

Me:wedidn'thavesex.

Thenshekeptquiet.

Me:wesleptthroughthenight,ineachother'sarms.

Butwedidn'thavesex.

Onele:howisthatevenpossible?

Me:it'spossible.

Onele:Idon'tbelieveyouSandra,whatlevelofself

controldoyouandthisguyhaveoveryour

hormones?

Me:onele?



Onele:what?

Me:areyoustillavirgin?

Onele:uh,no.Duh.

Me:flip!Whendidyou?OhJesusMaryandSomizi!

Onele:whenItoldyouIhadaboyfriendIthought

you'dputtwoandtwotogether,whyareyouso

slow?

Me:wellbecauseIhadaboyfriendwhileIwasin

highschoolandweneverhadsexfortwofullyears.

Onele:wait...Youmean,you'restillavirgin?

Me:Yes!

Onele:haySandradon'tlie.

Me:TyhiniwhywouldIlieaboutthat?Toyoueven,

andkeunlikeyouIwouldhavetoldyouifIwasn't.

Onele:wow.SoSinethembanevergotthecookie,

that'swhyheranforyourfriend.

Me:exactly.



Icouldfeelsomesortoftensionorembarrassment

aroundthisconversationnow.

Me:doyousleepoutwhenthefolksaren'tthere?

Sheclearedherthroat.

Me:ohOnele.

Onele:Ididittwiceonly.

Me:noneedtofeeldefensiveaboutitI'mnotgonna

judgeyou,justbecareful.Useprotection.

Onele:thankyou,pleasedon'ttellanyoneaboutthis.

Youknowyoursiblings.

Me:Iwon't,aslongasyoupromisemeyouwon't

getyourselfpregnantusanxibaischooluniform.

Thatwouldkillmom.

Onele:Ipromisemntase.

WeconcludedontheconversationthenIcalledmy



brother,hesaidhe'sonhisway.Hiscardiedsohe

calledhisfriendsandtheyfirsthadtotowthecarto

anearbygaragethendrivetome.
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Whenmybrotherarrived,hearrivedwithGinger,his

friend.IaskedtospeaktohimasidebecauseIhad

totellhimaboutthisguywhohasbeenterrorizing

mesowewentoutsideandsatinthecar.Itoldhim

everything,fromtheclubscenetowhenIcalledat

thereceptionforhelp,hewasfuriousthatIdidn't

tellthemsoonerbuthewasgladthatIfinallydid.

Wewentbackinsideandfoundhisfriendtalkingon

hisphonebutaswewalkedin,heabruptlystopped

andhungup.He(Ginger)wasactingsoweird

aroundme Iactuallycouldn'thandleitnorcould

Iunderstandbecausewe'reusedtoeachotherbut

hewasjustbeingweirdinsomanyways.Or,Icould

beparanoid,afterallthatI'vebeenthrough.They

lefttogocheckoutmynewplaceleavingme

behindthencameback...



Steve:Ithinkyoushouldstayhereforawhile.

Me:why?

Steve:thatplaceisnotsafe...I'mstillgonnadomy

researchaboutitbutit'snotsafe.

Ginger:you'rejustparanoid,there'snothingwrong

withthatplace.It'sgotenoughsecurityandit's

nearertocampus,whatmorecouldyouguyswant?

Steve:I'mlisteningtomygutfeelinghere,andit's

neverwrong.

Ginger:wellitcouldbewronginthiscase,Cass,why

don'tyougocheckthatplaceoutforyourself?

MaybeyouwillseewhatI'mtalkingabout.

Me:I'vebeenthere...That'swhyubhutiishere,I

alsohadthisunsettlingfeelingaboutthatplace.

Ginger:Iknowtheowner,maybeIshouldhookya'll

up.

Me:oh-Kay.



Ilookedatmybrother...Heshrugged,Ispenthalf

mydaywiththetwoofthemthenlatercalled

Nkosinathitocomefetchmewehadplansforthe

weekendandhonestly,Imissedhim.Hewasbusy

athisclub,somesortofsuppliermeeting,sohe

fetchedmefromwhereIwasandtookmetohis

houseandthenlefttofinishoffwhathewasdoing.

BeingthegoodgirlfriendthatIthoughtIwas ,I

decidedtocook.Nothingmuch...Justahealthy

homecookedmeal'nyana.IthinkIconsideredthis

afterhearinghissistercallinghimoutoneatinga

lotoftakeaways.Imadegrilledchickenandpork,

greenswithmushroomsauce,blanchedcarrotsand

mashedpotatoes.ThenImademyselfhot

chocolateandwenttowatchmovies...

Onelesentapleascallme,soItransferedhalfmy

airtimeforherandstillcalledherbecause little

sister.

Onele:enkosimntakamama.



Me:you'rewelcome,what'sup?

Onele:Ijustmissedyou.

Me:wespokeyesterday,what'sup?

Shechuckled.

Onele:Iwannaknowmoreaboutthisrelationshipof

yours.

Me:hayhay.

Onele:wheredoeshework,whatkindaworkdoes

hedo,doesheevenwork,doeshetakeyououton

dates?Towhatkindofplaces?

Isighed...

Me:yesheworks,takesmeoutondates...Inthe

normalrestaurantsaround.

Onele:youdon'tsoundenthusiasticaboutthis



conversation.What'swrong?

Me:I'msorrybabygirl,I'mjusttired.It'sbeenalong

day.

Onele:okay...WhenisAphiwevisitingyou?

Me:Idon'tknow,I'mstillwaitingforhis

confirmation.

Onele:canIalsocome?I'llaskdadtodropmeoff

onFridayonhiswaytoGeorgeintwoweeks.

Me:whosaidAphiwewillbehereintwoweeks?

Onele:Iwasjustsaying.

Me:okayfirstletmefindaplacetostay,thenwe

cantalkaboutya'llvisiting.

Onele:okayke...Haybyebye.

Me:bye.Iloveyou.

Onele:loveyoutoo.

JustasIhungup...Iheardacardrivingin,butthen

thedriverknocked.Nkosinathididsayheleftwitha



secondkeysowhywouldheknock?Ididn'tmove,

theknockcameagainsoIgotup,openedthedoor

andwasgreetedbyawoman.Iwantedtosayit's

hissisterbut,theattitudeonherfacethrewmeoff.

Asenathi:molo.

Me:goodafternoon.

Asenathi:it'sactuallyevening.Sukandingene.

♀

Yep,it'sindeedhissister.Irecognizedhervoice,but

doesshehaveherowngateremote?Wow.Imoved

outofthewayandshewalkedrightin,shestarted

rantingabouteverything,ImeanEVERYTHING.

UnfortunatelyforhereIwasn'tlisteningatall,Ijust

satonthecouchandwatchedwhatIwaswatching.

Shecametostandbehindme,withhandsonher

hips...IsawherontheTVscreen.



Asenathi:nguwelouphekileyoapha?(areyouthe

onewhocooked?)

Ijustnod.

Asenathi:soIcameallthewayhere,fornothing?

Doesheevenknowyou'rehere?

Ididn'trespond.

ShecametostandinfrontoftheTV.Ilookedather.

Asenathi:hello?Ndiyathetha.

Me:uthini?

Asenathi:umntuwalaphauyakwazibaulaphana?

Me:andhowdoyousuggestIgotinhereifhe

doesn'tknow?

Asenathi:it'spossibleubuleleaphakwathwauvuke

uhambeksasabutwabonaijackpotandyou



decidedotherwise.Youwouldn'tbethefirstoneto

dothat.

Ilookedatherandlaughed,shewasjustbeing

stupidrightnow.Icouldseeherfaceturningred.

Asenathi:sothisisfunnytoyou?

Me:itis,Imean,whatyoujustsaidshowshowlittle

youthinkofyourbrother,youknowthat?

Asenathi:nohoney,itshowshowlittleIthinkofyou.

ThishasnothingtodowithNathi.

Me:youbelieveNathisleepswitheverywoman

who'swillingtogetmoneyoutofhim,andthen

movesontothenextonethefollowingday.You

saidit.

Shehuffedandmyphonerang.

Herbrotherwascalling.

Iignoredthephone,Iwantedtoanswerher.



Me:unfortunatelyforyou,I'mnothereforhis

money,ifIwas,trustme,youwouldknow.

Myphonerangagain... ♀

Asenathi:ufounelwayenyeindodalento

ungayiphenduliyoiphone?

Me:ungenaphiwenakwiphoneyam?

Asenathi:kuphiapha?

Me:kuphi?Tyhinihaysuzobayibullyemzini

ongengowakho.

Asenathi:Haibo,hehsisi,eneneniucingbakuphi

apha?Kutheniwafikawaqhelanje?

Me:whatIknowisthatakukhokwakhoqhaapha.

Asenathi:Yeyungunoqatiko.

Me:iketileigxekaimbizakodwazitshakunyeeziko.



ThenIansweredmyphone.

Me:baby?

Nkosinathi:babewhatshou-wait,whyaresodown

allofasudden?

Me:I'mokay.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:istheresomethingwrong?

Me:no.

Nkosinathi:thenwhatsgoingon?

Me:nothing,uhm...Areyoudone?

Nkosinathi:almost,Istolefiveminutesjustto

checkonyou.

Me:ohthat'ssweetbutitwasn'tnecessary,I'm

okay.

Nkosinathi:babyareyousureyou'reokay?I'm

catchingsomeweirdvibes.



Me:yes,stopstressing.

Nkosinathi:okay,seeyouinabit.

Me:sharp.

Ihungup...Thisgirlwasstillstandinginfrontofme

.

Asenathi:ungubaniigamalakhonontombi?(what's

yourname)

Iignoredher.

Asenathi:ntombazanandini,Ndiyathetha.(girlie,I'm

talking)

Asenathi:wonderwhereNathigotsuchanill-

manneredbrat,you'reevenwaaaayyoungerthan

him.You'redefinitelyhereforthemoola.

Me:whatevermakesyouhappy.

Asenathi:heh!



Myphonerangagain...

Me:Haibobabyusebenzaninikanti?

Nkosinathi:pleasetellmeAsenathiisnotthere.

Ididn'tanswer.

Nkosinathi:sheisthere,right?

Me:yes.

Nkosinathi:ohGod.Okayndiyeza.

Me:there'snoneedforthat,finishupyourbusiness

andthencomehome,I'mfine.

Hesighed...

Me:I'mserious.



Nkosinathi:okay,pleasetextmeifshedoesorsays

anythingthatmakesyouuncomfortable.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:loveyoutoo.

Hehungup...Iwenttothepantryandtookout

Pringle,wentpastAsenathiwhomumbledbutI

didn'tcare,zangesakuthethelathinaukutyaekhaya.

Isatonthecouchandtextedmysisters,wewere

havingonehelluvaconversationthatIwaseven

temptedtotellthemwhereIwasbutthenIgota

grip.AfewminuteslaterIheardmyboyfriend

drivingin,apartofmyheartjumpedforjoybecause

"babyishome" butthentherewasthisone

who'sbusyactinglikehismotherhere.Hedidn't

evenknock,thedoorwasn'tlockedsoheopened

andwalkedin...

Nkosinathi:molweni.



Ididn'teventurntolookathim.

Asenathi:finally.I'vebeenwaitingforyou,youlook

tired,howdiditgo?

Heleftherthereandcametokissme,liftedmylegs

andsatdown,returningthemontohislap.He

lookedatme,cameforthandpeckedmeonthelips,

wedidthisacoupleoftimesbeforehissistercame

tositontheothercouchandclearedherthroat.We

stopped,Ilookedatmyphonewhiletheymade

conversation.

Asenathi:youdidn'ttellmeyou'recohabiting.

Nkosinathi:youdidn'ttellmeyou'recomingtomy

house.

Asenathi:afterwhatIsawwhenIwashereIcame

tocookforyou,unfortunatelyIwasbeattoitby

yournewgirlfriend.Issheyourgirlfriendphofu?



Helookedatme.

Nkosinathi:youcooked?

Ijustnod,stilllookingatmyphone.

Nkosinathi:wow.

Asenathi:youdidn'tknow?Youdidn'taskherto

cook?

Nkosinathi:no,whywouldIaskhertocook?

Asenathi:becauseshe'shere,andyou'rebusy.

Surelyit'scommonsensethatsheshoulddo

something,andnotwiatforyoutobringtakeaways.

Nkosinathi:She'smygirlfriend,notmywife.

Asenathi:oh,sothatexcusesherfromeven

cleaningafterherselfwhenshe'shere?

Nkosinathi:whyareyouconcernedngendaba

zakwamkhona?Youdorealizethatubaby

ngumntuwam,like,minealone.Right?



Thentherewassilence.

Iactuallyappreciatedhimaddressingthatpointout,

Iwasn'tobligatedtodoanythingforhim,I'mnothis

wife.Thisshowsthathelistens.

Asenathi:okaythen,letmeleaveyoutwo.I'mdone

here.

Nkosinathi:pleasedrivesafe.

Asenathi:Haibo,you'renotwalkingmeout?

Nkosinathi:hayAsenathiallowmendibukeubaby

wam.Kuthenindatefelwanguwengoku?

Me:youcanwalkherout,I'llplateup.

Nkosinathi:oh...Okay.

Igotupandwenttothekitchen,theywalkedout.I

platedupforthetwoofusandwarmedthefood

thentookittowherewesatndamlinda.Afterafew

minuteshereturned,lockedthedoorandcameto

eat.Iwasquiet,contemplatingonwhetherIshould



tellhimabouthissister'sattitudeornot.MaybeI

shouldn't,heknowshissister.

Nkosinathi:IwasgoingtoaskyouwhatshouldI

bring,whenIcalledearlier.

Me:butyougotdistracted.

Nkosinathi:ewebaby,whathappenedearlier?

Me:nothing.

Nkosinathi:baby,whatdidshesaytoyou?

Me:nothing...Howwasyourmeeting?

Hejustlookedatmeandsaidnothing,Iatemyfood,

whenIwasdoneIwenttomakecoffeeformyself.

Hefollowedandgothimselfaglassofwhiskey

afterhehadwashedtheplates.Wesatinone

couch...

Nkosinathi:baby?



Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:don'tlethergettoyou,she'sabullyI

know,butdon'tallowhertogetunderyourskin.

Me:okay.But...Mxm,nevermind.

Nkosinathi:no,sayit.

Me:youknowher,she'syoursisterandyouputup

withherbecauseshe'syoursister.

Nkosinathi:right.

Me:I'mnothingtoher,andI'mherebecauseyou

invitedmeheresoI'myourguest.

Nkosinathi:right.

Me:nexttime,andIhopetherewon'tbeanexttime,

nexttimecanshepleaserespectthatI'myourguest

andnothers?Yhoyoursisterisill-mannered.

Nkosinathi:whatdidshesaytoyou?

Me:itdoesn'tmatterwhatshesaid...Just...

Nkosinathi:okay,okay.I'lltalktoher.Ipromise.

Me:enkosi.



Nkosinathi:yithienkosibabykaloku.

Me:Yhohaike.

Nkosinathi:whyisthatdifficulttosay?

Me:wenaawuzaziukubaungubaby?

Nkosinathi:ndiyazazibutIwantyoutosayit.

Ivakalakamnandixakusitshowena.

Ijustlaughedathim.

Nkosinathi:okay,soImustgetusedtoyounot

wantingtoaddressmeasyourboyfriend.

Me:IcanandIwilladdressyouasmyboyfriendbut

canweopenroomforustostillbefriendsmore

thanacouple?

Heblanklylookedatme maybeIwasn'tmaking

anysense.



Me:IloveyouandIwanttobecomfortablearound

youbothasaboyfriendandasmyfriend.

Nkosinathi:youcancallmebabyandstillbe

comfortable.Iam.

Me:youdon'tgetit.

Nkosinathi:nobaby,you'rejustmakingexcuses.

Ismiled.

Nkosinathi:I'llbepatientwithyou,aslongasyou

knowthatIwillnothideyou.You'remywomanso

thepeopleinmylifeshouldknowyou.

♀

Iwasn'treadytomeethisfriendsandfamilyyet,if

hissisterislikethat,whatabouttherest?Yhoha.aI

wasn'tready.

[06/26,14:44] :#Cassandra_29



Aftersometimechillingandfinishingoffthemovie

Iwaswatching,heswitchedoffthelightsandwe

wenttobed.ForsomereasonIwasnervousabout

undressinginfrontofhim…

Nkosinathi:I’lltakeaquickshower,haveyou

bathedalready?

Me:it’scold.

Nkosinathi:warmwaterwillmakeyouwarm,

quicker.

Me:argh.

Nkosinathi:youcancomejoinmeifyouwanna.

Hedidn’twaitformetoanswer,hegrabbedhis

gownandwentthroughthemahoganydoorsthat

separatedthebedroomfromthebathroom.Isaton

thebedcontemplatingonthis,thenswallowedmy

prideandundressed,grabbedmyowngownand

wenttothebathroom.Iwatchedhimfrombehind



asthesoapyfoamslidfromhisheaddownhis

behind,hewasfit,hadanathleticbody.Idon’tknow

howmygownleftmybodyandhowmylegscarried

metotheshower…Iwasgonnabathmos,he

showers.Ibath.That’sit.Butmylegswereso

forwardtheyactuallycarriedmetotheshower,my

handsreachedoutforthedoorandopenedit.I

swearmybodywasdoingitsownthing,itwasn’t

meitwasmybodyparts.Theywereontheirown

missionandIseemedtohavenocontroloverthem.

Ireachedforthesoapandheturnedaround,fora

secondweheldthegazeasoureyeslookeddeeper

intoeachother’ssouls.Hegotthesoapfirst,not

breakingthegaze,thenhesmothereditonthe

spongehehadontheotherhand.Fromthecorner

ofmyeyeIsawhishandwiththespongetouching

myelbow,uptomyshoulder.Ibrokethegazeand

lookedathishand,heliterallysmotheredmywhole

bodywithfoamthenwithoutsayingaword,ourlips

locked,Ifelthisslippery,foamybodysmashed

againstmineasminesmashedagainsttheglass

showerdoor.



Myarmswerebetrayingme,theyflewoverhis

shouldersasheliftedmeup,mylegsfoundhome

aroundhiswaistashepressedagainstme.The

waterwasjustbeingextrainthiswholesituation…I

felthishandbetweenmythighsandIknewit’s

abouttogodown.Hefoundtherightspotand

startedrubbingitwhilekissingthelightsoutofmy

brains.Hiscircularmotionswerebecomingfaster

causingmybreathtobecomelighterandshorter.I

feltmybodystiffeningandmytoescurling,the

feelingwasfamiliartothedaysIusedtoplaywith

myselfoutofcuriosity.Ihadgushedmyfluidsall

overhishand,thenheinsertedonefinger…itgot

stuck.Helookedatmeinunbelief…

Nkosinathi:you’reavirgin?

Ijustnod.



Hekissedtheembarrassmentoutandcarriedmeto

thebedroom.Werebothwet,buthelaymedown

andcontinuedshoweringmewithkissesallover

mybody.Iwasinheaven,thewayheworshipedmy

bodytookmestraighttoheavenandIdidn’twanna

comeback,Ifeltathomerightthere.Thenhe

kissedhiswaybacktomylipsandstopped,looking

downatme.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyou.

Nkosinathi:areyousure?

Inod…

Nkosinathi:Idon’twantyoutobreakyourvirginity

becauseyoufoundyourselfinmybedroom.Iwant

youtobeready,tofeelready.

Me:Iamnow.

Nkosinathi:unfortunately,Ididn’tthinkwe’dgothis

far.Idon’thaveanycondoms.

Iswallowedhard.



Iwasn’tgoingtosay“it’sfinewecanhavesex

withoutthem”no,myhealthcomesfirst.

Nkosinathi:butIwillmakethisnight,worthyour

while.Trustme.

Me:we’renothavingsexwithoutprotection.

Nkosinathi:Isharethesamesentiments,butthat

doesn’tmeanIcan’tpleaseyouotherwise.Ican’t

leaveyouhanging,andI’mnotgoingoutagainjust

tobuycondoms.

Iwassoconfused.

Hekissedmeagain,lips,mouthcorners,chin,neck,

ears,neckagain,backtolips,thendowntomy

chestthenhetookhistimethere.Bythetimehe

wenttomynavelIwasalreadywetterthanwhenwe

wereintheshower.Hekisseddown,openedupmy

thighsandrelaxedbetweenthemashedrunkupall

thejuices,milkingupmorewherethosecamefrom

withhistongue.Ifoundmyselfsquirmingand



breathingheavily,tryingtoshutmythighswhilehis

headwasburieddeepbetweenthembuthehada

firmgriponthemashehadthemwidespread

acrossthebed.Ihadevenlostcountofthe

orgasms,honestly,thiswholeishwasworthwhile.I

wouldn’ttradeitforanything.

Whenhewasdonehekissedhiswaybackuptomy

lips,Icouldtastemyselfinhislipsaswekissedfor

awhilethenhelaydownnexttomeandpulledme

closersomyheadlayonhischest.Iwantedtoask

howhefeltnothavingbeensatisfiedinhispersonal

capacitybutthen,Ididn’twantanythingtoruinthis

moment.Itwasperfectthewayitwas.

Nkosinathi:Ididn’tthinkyou’dbeavirgin.

Ismiled…andkissedhischest.

Me:youassumedIwasn’t.

Nkosinathi:it’shardtofindgirlswhostillkeep

themselvesthesedays.

Me:youarelookinginallthewrongplaces.



Nkosinathi:maybe,butIfoundyou.AndI’mcontent.

Me:goodnightbabe.

Hekissedthecrownofmyheadsalala(weslept).

IhadclassthefollowingmorningbutIwasgoingto

skipit.

HavingclassonaFridayislikeworkingona

Sunday.

Inthemorninghewokemeup…Iturnedtofacethe

otherway,hekissedmybacktillhislipsgottomy

neck.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:mh.hm.

Nkosinathi:wakeup.

Me:notgoing.

Nkosinathi:you’renotgoingtoclass?Why?



Ididn’tanswerhim.

Hekissedmeagain,Itookadeepbreathinandjust

turnedmyhead,mynosetouchedhis.Hewastoo

close.

Me:Idon’tfeellikegoingtoclasstoday.

Nkosinathi:whereareyougoingtogetthelessons

you’regoingtomiss?

Me:I’llgetthem.

Nkosinathi:andwhatareyougoingtodowith

yourselfthewholeday?

Me:Idon’tknow.

Hekeptquiet…

Icoveredmyhead,thenathoughtstruckmymind

ndaphindandazityhila.Hehadn’tmovedaninch.

Me:youcangotowork,don’tletmeholdyouback.



Continuewithwhateverscheduleyouhadfortoday.

Nkosinathi:andleaveyouhere,allalone?

Me:Idon’tthinkI’llburnthehousedown.

Nkosinathi:andifAsenathicomesbackheretoday?

Me:I’lldealwithheraccordingtoherapproachand

attitude.

Hesmiled.

Nkosinathi:okayke.Letmebathandgotowork.

Ismiledandkissedhimbeforecoveringmyhead

again.Hewenttobathe,gotdressedandcameto

kissmyforeheadasheleftforwork.Isleptuntil

10amthenwokeup,madethebed,cleanedthe

room,bathed,cleanedthebathroomthenwent

downstairstomakemyselffood.Thekitchenwas

clean…hehadleftanoteonthefridge:“ifyouwant

breadyoucantakeawalktoShoprite,there’s



moneybytheTV”well,ifitinvolvedwalking,I’d

ratherNOTwantbread.IstayedintodaybecauseI

wantedtostayin,nottakeawalkjustforbread.I

mademyselfmuesliandwenttositinfrontofthe

TVwatchingNetflix.Past12hecalled…

Me:baby?

Nkosinathi:youfinallywokeup?How’syourdayso

far?

Me:warmandfuzzy?Yours?

Nkosinathi:coldandbusy.Imissyou.

Me:Idon’tmissyou,getbacktowork.

Heburstoutlaughing,Ijoinedin.

Nkosinathi:wenzani?(whatareyoudoing?)

Me:watchingNetflix.

Nkosinathi:mmhwhatshouldIbringyou?ThinkI



mightbehomeearly.

Me:nothing.

Nkosinathi:nothing?Areyousure?

Me:yep.Whatwouldyouliketoeattonight?

Nkosinathi:theweatherpermitsstewand

dumplings.

Me:I’lltrymybesttomakethatforyou.

Nkosinathi:youknowyoudon’thaveto,right?

Me:yep,andyoubetternotgetusedtoittoo.

Nkosinathi:Iwon’t…butIdoappreciate.

Me:okaynow,backtowork.

Nkosinathi:yesma’am.

Wehungup.

Mybrothercalled…Lionel.

Me:hellobh-



Lionel:whydidn’tyoutellus?

Me:oh…hetoldyou.

Lionel:ofcoursehetoldme,howcouldyouhide

somethinglikethisfromus?

Me:IpromisedIwouldn’ttellanyone,Ididn’twant

toputyourlivesindanger.

Lionel:areyoulisteningtoyourselfCassandra?

Isighed…

Lionel:well,goodnewsis,wethinkwehavefound

thisKhiropsycho.

Me:youwhat?

Lionel:badnewsis,itmightbesomeoneyouknow.

Me:no.

Lionel:we’recomingtoseeyounextweek,ifhe

callsortexts,justcontinuelikeyounormallydo.

Don’tlethimknowwe’reontohim.



Me:youjustsaidyou’vefoundhimnje?

Lionel:yes,butnowwewanttotraphim.Andcatch

himinhisact.

Myheartsank…thepossibilityofKhirobeing

someoneIknewknockedmeover.Whocoulditbe?

Whywouldtheygothroughsomuchtrouble?Why

wouldanyonehidebehindthisstupidfaçade?

[06/26,14:45] :#Cassandra_30

Afterthatphonecall,Igotupandwenttomake

doughfordumplings,defrostedbeefmeatthenput

onthefireatthefireplacewhilecallingmymother.

Mom:nontombi?

Me:mama,unjani?(howareyou?)

Mom:I’mgoodbaby,unjaniwena?(howareyou?)

Me:I’mokay.



Mom:mamelamntanam,I’llcallyoulaterontoday

I’mrushingtoameeting?(Listenmydaughter)

Me:okayma.Loveyou.

Mom:loveyoubaby.

Wehungup…

Itookadeepbreath,Ihadnooneinmindaswho

couldbethepervertwho’sbeenmakingmylifea

livinghell.Idecidedtojustfocusonthecooking,I

startedoffwiththeveggieswhileIlistenedtogood

music.Iwantedtoplaysomethingthatwouldcheer

meupandtheonlypersonwhocoulddothatwould

beChrisBrownorDrake…turnedoutthisguyonly

listenedtojazz.Well,mostlyjazz,butIfound

somethingIcouldlistento.

Asexpected,hissisterpoppedupagain.

Sheknocked,Iwenttoopenthedoorforher…she

actuallygreeted,andIcouldtellthatshewas

surprisedthatthehousewasfilledwiththemeat



aromas.Iclosedthedoorandreturnedbacktothe

kitchenwhileshesatintheloungeprobablywaiting

formetojoinher.Afteracoupleofminutes,she

walkeduptowhereIwasandsatacrossthe

kitchencounter.

Asenathi:smellsnice.

Ididn’tanswerher…whatwasshedoinghere

anyway?Isn’tshesupposedtomanagesome

carwashandtshisanyamathatherbrothergaveher?

Asenathi:Ithinkwegotoffonthewrongfoot

yesterday.

Me:youthink?

Asenathi:okay,wegotoffonthewrongfoot

yesterday,I’msorry.

Ijustlookedather.



Asenathi:IguessI’mjustusedtoseeinghimwith

differentgirls,andbesidesthat,hehadn’tproperly

introducedyoutous.Ashewouldinthepastwhen

he’sreallyseriousaboutagirl.I’msorryIwasrude

toyou.

Me:it’swaterunderthebridge.

Asenathi:whatyousaid,aboutmethinkingsolittle

ofhim…thatainttrue.

Me:butyoujustsaidyou’reusedtoseeinghimwith

differentgirls.How’sthatdifferentfromwhatIsaid

yesterday?

Asenathi:it’sjustthatIalwaysfeeltheneedto

protecthim.

Me:whichIcannotfaultyouon,buthe’sagrown

man.Surelyhecanstandupforhimselfandsurely

heknowswhenhe’sbeingusedformoney.

Shesighed.

Icontinuedcooking.



Whywasshesuddenlysokindtowardsmetoday?

Asenathi:canwestartover?

Me:isthatwhyyou’rehere?

Asenathi:yessisi,Icametoapologize.

Me:Ithoughtyou’reheretowatchthatIdon’tleave

withanyofyourbrother’sproperty.

Asenathi:oh-kay,Ideservethat.

Ichuckled.

She’susetogettingherway,shecouldjustbe

meekrightnowbecauseshedidn’tgetherwaywith

me.Wellshebettergetusedtoit,Iwasn’traisedto

beacoward,IknowverywellwhenI’mbeingbullied.

Asenathi:helovesyou,andallIcandoistowork

withyouforhiswell-being.He’smybrotherandI

lovehim,ifyoumakehimhappythenIhaveto

acceptthat.



Me:otherwiseyou’rejustdoingthisforhim?Didhe

maybesendyoutocomeandapologize?Isthat

whatthisis?

Asenathi:no.Hedoesn’tevenknowI’mhere.

Me:Ibethedoes,heknowsyoumorethanyou

knowyourself.

Asenathi:maybe,buthedoesn’tknowthatIcame

heretoapologizetoyou.

Me:okay.Forgiven.

Shesmiled.

Asenathi:thankyou…nowletmeintroducemyself

properly.MynameisAsenathiandI’myour

boyfriend’ssister.

Me:mynameisCassandra,andI’myourbrother’s

girlfriend.

Sheextendedherhand,Iextendedmineandwe



madeatruce.

Asenathi:so,whatdoyoudo?

Me:I’mastudent.

Andyes,shespentmorethantwohourschatting

meupastormthensheleft.Ididn’tevenofferher

drinks,it’sherbrothers’house,sheknowstheway

aroundhishouse.Andbythetimesheleft,Iwasn’t

evendonewiththedumplingssoumnke

engatyanga(withouteating).WhenIwasdone

cookingIloweredthestovestoforthegravyto

simmer,wenttocuddlemyselfonthecoucheating

grapes.Iwantedtocallmybrotherandaskhim

aboutthisKhiroguybutIwasafraidofwhateverhe

mightsay,ofwhoeverhemightsayisthisguy

especiallynowthathesaidIknowthiskhiro.AsI

wasstillcontemplating,Nkosinathicalled,Ifound

myselfsmilingatthescreen.



Me:MrDakumba?

Nkosinathi:awbaby!

Ilaughedathimsohardmystomachhurt.

Hecontinuedwithhisexclamations,itwassoweird

andfunnyatthesametime.

Me:stopit.

Nkosinathi:soImustn’tshowthatI’mhappy?

Me:no,I’mnotsayingthat.Just…

Nkosinathi:you’retoomodestyaziwena.

Me:whatever!

Nkosinathi:butIloveyouanyway…areyoustill

okay?

Me:ewebabe,I’mokay.

Nkosinathi:areyousure?

Me:yep,yoursisterpaidmeavisitagain.



Nkosinathi:ohGod!

Me:sheactuallycametoapologizethistimearound.

Nkosinathi:wait,what?

Me:yep.

Nkosinathi:baby,Asenathidoesn’tapologizeto

anyoneexcepttoherfolks.

Me:well,sheapologized,saidshewasjustlooking

outforyou.

Nkosinathi:wow…youmusthavemadean

impression,eventhoughyoustilldon’twannatell

mewhathappenedbetweenya’llyesterday.

Me:it’swaterunderthebridge,especiallynowthat

shehadapologized.

Hekeptquiet…

Me:youstillthere?

Nkosinathi:yeahuhm,I’mactuallygladthatshe

cameinpersontoapologizetoyou.YazibabyIlove

you,andyesterdayIwaskindofhurtthatyoutwo



gotoffonawrongfoot.

Me:mh.

Nkosinathi:nowshe’smadeiteasyformetotake

youhome,introduceyoutothefam.

Me:whoahwhoahtiger,we’removingwaaaytoo

fastnow.

Nkosinathi:notnowobviously,whenyou’reready.

Me:I’llbereadyafterI’vegraduated.Ifyou

introducemenow,yourentirefamilyisgoingto

thinkI’mafteryourmoney.

Nkosinathi:whattheythinkdoesn’treallymatter.

Me:itdoes,ifitdidn’tyouwouldn’tactuallymind

notintroducingmetothem.Canwetalkabout

somethingelsenow?

Hedidn’tanswerme…

WellIcontinuedtalkinganyway…



Me:mybrotherhasanideawhothisKhiromightbe,

justthathethinksit’ssomeoneIknow.

Nkosinathi:someoneyouknow?Likewho?

Me:Idon’tknow,we’llfindoutsoonenoughthough.

Nkosinathi:oh-kay.

Me:youcangetbacktoworkke.

Nkosinathi:I’mactuallyoutside.

Me:outsidewhere?

ThenIheardthegateopen…

Me:eshe.

Helaughed.

Ihungup,afterawhilehewalkedinwithabouquet

ofroses,myheartmelted.Youknowwhenit’scold,

andthensomeonewalksintoawarmhousethat

smeltheartyfood?Thefireburningandthe

atmospherechanged,likeyou’renotinyourown



home?Icouldtelljustbyonelookathimthathe

washappy.Therewasthisbeautifulglowinhis

eyes.Hecametokissme,gavememyflowersand

agiftbagthenheremovedhisshoesandsatnext

tome.Iopenedthegiftbag,therewasapairof

diamondstuds,redwineandaboxofchocolate.

Thethingssomepeoplewouldreceiveon

Valentine’sDay.

Me:thankyou.Thesearebeautiful.

Nkosinathi:wantedtoappreciateyouforspending

theweekendwithmeandofcourse,thecooking.

Me:haha!Youbetter!

Hesmiledashewatchedmelookingatthestuds…

Iclosedtheboxandlookedathim,touchinghis

hand.

Me:youdon’thavetobuymeexpensivegiftsto

showthatyouappreciateme.Asimplethankis



enough.

Nkosinathi:Iknow,butIwantedto.You’vebeen

goingthroughalotlately,Ijustwantedtoputa

smileonyourface.

Me:Iappreciatethat.

Nkosinathi:aslongasIdon’tmakeitahabit?

Me:ewebaby.Idon’twannagetusedtothingsI

knowIcan’tafford.

Nkosinathi:butIcanaffordthem.

Me:andwhenyoudecideyounolongerwannabuy

them?Whatthen?

Nkosinathi:doyouhavetobenegativethough?

Me:no…okay,I’msorry.I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:wehaven’tbeendatingforevenayear

butyou’realreadythinkingahead.Canwejustenjoy

thistime?Enjoyeachotherwithoutthinkingabout

whatif’sandwhatnots?

Me:yes,I’msorry.



Hekissedthetopofmyhandlookingdeepinmy

eyes.Icouldn’thelpbutthink,whatifhe’sKhiro?

Whydidn’thesoundshockedthatmybrothercould

beabletotracethisKhiroguybacktosomeoneI

know?Iknowhim,Iknowalotofpeoplebackhome

butIknowpeopleandthisthingwaskillingme.Not

knowingwhoitwas,butafterthis“negative”

commentIjustmade,Ididn’twannabringthisone

upaswell.Itwouldruintheevening.

Nkosinathi:there’ssomethingI’dlikeustotalk

about.

Me:oh-kay.

Nkosinathi:Iseeafuturewithyouandyouknow

that,butIwantustorunsometestsfirst.Sowecan

planaccordingly.

Me:whattests?

Nkosinathi:bloodtests,chlamydiatest,

laparoscopy,semenanalysis?Allkindsoftests.

Me:what’slaparoscopy?



Nkosinathi:itisakeyholesurgerythatinvolves

makingasmallcutinyourlowertummysoathin

tubewithacameraattheend(alaparoscope)can

beinsertedtoexamineyourwomb,fallopiantubes

andovaries.

Me:itwon’tdoanydamage?

Nkosinathi:Idoubt,butwe’llspeaktotheGPto

explainmorebeforewecanconsiderit.

Me:okay,wheneveryou’reready.

Nkosinathi:istomorrowtoosoonforyou?

Me:uhm…thatwasfast.But,no…wecangeton

withit.

Nkosinathi:I’llmakeanappointmentthen,maybe

hecancomeherewithhiskits.

Me:okay.CanIaskyouaquestionnow?

Nkosinathi:sure.

Me:howwouldyoufeelifweweretodiscoverthatI

can’thavebabies?

Nkosinathi:Idon’tknow,honestly.But,theremany



otherwaystomakebabiessoitwouldn’tbeatrain

smash.

Me:wouldyoulovemeanyless?

Nkosinathi:Never!

Ikeptquiet.

NotthatIdidn'tbelievehimbutIhadgottentoknow

howmuchhevaluesfamily,itwouldshatterhim.

Helookedatme…

Nkosinathi:trustme,I’dneverloveyouanylessjust

becauseyoucan’thavebabies.Hypothetically

speaking.Iloveyounow,andI’llloveyoueventhen.

Forallweknow,Icouldbetheonewhocannothave

kids,ittakestwopeopletomakebabies.

Hesealedthatwithakiss.



[06/26,14:45] :#Cassandra_31

WhileIplatedup,helitcandlesallaroundthehouse

andswitchedoffthelights.Movedthecoffeetable,

layablankiewherethetablewasandwehaddinner

bythefireplace.There’snothingromanticabout

dumplingsandstewbuttherewaseverything

romanticaboutthissetting,Ihadmyflowersnextto

meandmywinewaitinginthefridge…whatmore

couldIaskfor?

Myphonerangwhilewewerehavingsomelight

conversation…

Me:hellobhuti?

Steve:uphi?(whereareyou?)

Me:uhm,ndisendlini(I’mathome).Why?

Steve:Cassandra,I’matyourhouse,wherethefuck

areyou?



Holyshit!

Me:ndiyezabhuti.(I’mcoming)

Steve:uyezauvelaphi?Ulibonileixesha?(Whereare

youcomingfrom?Didyouseethetime?)

Me:it’snotevensevenyet,I’mcoming.

Steve:heyheyhey,don’tfuckengivemethat

attitudeuyeva?Whydidn’tyougotoclass?Where

thefuckareyou?

Iwasalreadyonmywaytothebedroom,

Nkosinathiwasrightbehindme.

Steve:ifyou’renothereinthenextfiveminutesI’ll

comefetchyouandyouwon’tlikewhatI’lldotoyou.

Thenhehungup.



Ididn’tsayaword,Ijustgotdressedintowarm

clothes,couldn’tpackanythingbecause…whatwillI

saytohim?ThatIwentforaweekendatmy

boyfriends’placewhiletheywerebusylookingfora

manwhocouldpossiblybeaserialkiller?Hellno!

Nkosinathi:baby,what’sgoingon?

Me:Ihavetogo,mybrotherishereandheknowsI

skippedclasstoday.

Nkosinathi:okaycalmdown.

Me:howcanIbecalm?Thatniggaislivid.

Hewatchedme…

Ididn’tevenknowwhatIwasdoing,atleastIwasn’t

dressedinpyjamas.

Nkosinathi:letmetakeyouhome.

Me:okay…okay,sondizothindivelaphi(wherewillI

sayI’mcomingfrom)solate?



Hetookmyhandandwalkedmedownthestairs,

grabbedtheflowersandgiftbagandwalkedout.

Myphonewasontheotherhand.Wedroveinsilent

forfiveminutes.

Me:and’soyiki.(I’msoscared)

Nkosinathi:justtellhimwewenttowatchmovies,

wewereabouttohavedinnerwhenhecalledthat’s

whyyousmelloffood.

Me:whydidImissclass?

Nkosinathi:youwerefeelingdown?

Me:okay…okay.

Nkosinathi:babycalmdown,youlookguiltyright

now.

Iclosedmyeyesandtookadeepbreathin…andout,

threetimesthenIlookedatmyflowersandsmiled.

Maybethisplanofhiswasgonnawork.



Me:okay,heregoesnothing.

Nkosinathi:justbecalm,tellhimyouwentoutand

here’sproofinyourhands.

Me:okay,loveyou.

IkissedhischeekaswenearedwhereIstay,Isaw

mybrother’scaroutsidetheyardbuttherewasno

oneinside.Igotoff,Nkosinathiflickeredhislights

andleft.Itookadeepbreathandcountedmysteps

asIopenedthegateandwenttomyroom.Thedoor

wasopen,StevewasbackwithGinger…

Me:molweni,wheredidyougetmykey?

Steve:uvelaphi?(wherehaveyoubeen?)

Helookedatmyhands,thebouquetofflowersand

thegiftbag.

Steve:ishethereasonwhyyoumissedclasstoday?



Me:no.

Steve:thenwherewereyouthewholeday?Your

neighborssaidtheyhaven’tseenyouthewholeday,

notevenyesterday.

Me:Iwasherekanti,Iwasjustfeelingdown…he

called,tookmeoutfordinnerandmoviestocheer

meup.That’sit.

Helookedatme,tryingtoreadthetruthoutofme.

Me:oh-kay,whyareyouguyshere?

Steve:Icametocheckonyou.

Me:Ithoughtya’llwerecomingnextweek.

Steve:wellit’saweekend,wehavetomakesure

you’resafe.AndI’vefoundaplaceforyoutolive

butwecanonlycheckitoutnextweekwhenthe

ownerisbackfromherholiday.

Me:whataboutthatotherone?

Steve:nah,it’soutofthecards.



Me:okay.Thanks.

Iputtheflowersinwaterandthegiftbaginmy

wardrobe.

Me:tea?

Steve:no…wewon’tbelong.Canyoudomethis

onefavourplease?

Me:sure.

Steve:stayindoors.

Me:asinstayindoorsthewholeweekend?

Steve:yes,thewholeweekend.It’sbetterforusto

locateyouwhenyou’reherethanelsewhere.

Me:Ihaveadatewithmyboyfriendtomorrow…I

can’t.

Steve:soyourdateismoreimportantthanyourlife?

Me:bhutimylifecannotandwillnotcometoa

standstillbecauseofsomepsychopathwhocannot

manupandfacemeinperson.WillIalsostop

goingtocampusbecauseIfearImightbeknocked



over?Orsomeonemightgrabmeonthewayand

driveawaywithme?No.that’snotgoingtohappen.

Ginger:she’sright…shecan’tputherlifeonhold

becausethisscumbag.Andanyway,ifhewantedto

hurther,surelyhewouldhavedonethatalready.

Steve:howsureareyouthatyou’resaferwithhim?

Me:it’sbetterthanbeinghereallalone,peoplehere

didn’tevencomeoutthatnightwegotshotat.

Steve:okay…canyoucallhimtocomehere.

Me:callwho?

Steve:yourboyfriend.Iwannatalktohim.

Me:haikebhuti.

Steve:it’seitherthatorwe’regoingwithyouand

we’rebringingyoubackonSundayafternoon.

IsulkedwhiledialingNkosinathi.

Heanswered…



Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:ubhutiucelauzeapha.(MYbrotherwouldlike

toseeyou)

Nkosinathi:iseverythingokay?

Me:yeah.

Nkosinathi:okay,ndiyeza.(I’mcoming)

Me:thanks.

Iputthephonedown…whatifubhutiwasgoingto

breaktheKhironewstomeinfrontofmyboyfriend?

Ipanicked,mybrotherwasjustsochilledallofa

sudden.

Me:whatareyougoingtosaytohim?

Steve:you’llhearwhenItalktohim.

Me:pleasedon’tbeharsh.

Gingerlaughed…



Me:suhlekabhuti,uyamaziuchomiwakho.(please

don’tlaugh,youknowyourfriend)

Ginger:atleasttheguyneedstoknowthathecan’t

messwithyou,letyourbrotherdohisworkasyour

bigbrother.

Me:he’snotmessingwithmenjena.

Ginger:itwon’thurtremindinghim.

Steve:anditwon’thurttu.Anyway,she’sbeen

hidingthisguy,sowhynotmeethimnowwhile

we’rebothhere?

Hey!

Umnqwaziwamubungaqinituyilentokabhuti(I

wassouncomfortable)…Nkosinathiaskedmeto

openthegateforhimandhedrovein,came

knockingonmydoorandwalkedin.Hegreeted

thesetwoandsatdown,mybrotherlookedatme,I

tookadeepbreathanddidtheintroductions.



Me:bhutithisisNkosinathiDakumba…bra,that’s

Ginger,mybrothers’friendandthisisStevemy

brother.

Theyallshookhands,heprobablywouldhave

correctedthat“bra”butunderthecircumstances

wehadfoundourselvesin,thatreferenceworked

outjustfine.

Steve:IcalledyouherebecauseIbelieveyou’rewell

awareofwhatSandrahasbeengoingthrough,

especiallythesepastfewweeks.

Nkosinathi:yeah,sure.

Steve:Asikwazimosthinaphaekhaya,waziwangu

CassandrabutI’mgonnaneedyoutodomea

favour.Keepaneyeonheringakumbikuleweekend.

(Wedon’tknowyou,onlyCassandraknowsyou.

Keepaneyeonherespeciallythisweekend)

Nkosinathi:oh-kay.Kuthenikuleweekend?(What’s

happeningthisweekend?)

Steve:lechapuKhironamajitaakhealaphaeBhayi



kuleweekend.Obviouslyasikwaziuvele

sim’attack’eokanyesimbambisesingenaproof

yalentoayenzakulomntanakodwakeweare

workingonthat.Butndifunasonkesisebenzisane

sibecareful.(KhiroandhismenarehereinPE.

Obviouslywecan’tattackhimorreporthimwithout

solidproofofwhathe’sbeendoingbutwe’re

workingonthat.AllIneedisforallofustobe

carefulandworktogether)

Nkosinathi:kutheniningam’godusiuCassandrafor

theweekend?(Whydon’tyoutakeherhomeforthe

weekend?)

Steve:akafuni,uthiunedatenawe.(Shedoesn’t

wantto,shesaysshehasadatewithyou)

Nkosinathi:surelywecanreschedule,Imean…this

isherlifeandIbelieveshe’ssaferathomethan

here.

Theyalllookedatme…Iwasn’tgonnagohomeand

puttherestofmyfamilyindangermna.Thatwas

notgoingtohappen.



Steve:and’funikeukubangathindiyam’monela

ngolonwabokodwakebendisitshokuyeukuba

makagodukeokanyeahlalengaphakathiapha

iweekendyonke.Sidesibesurekusafe.(Idon’t

wannacomeacrossasajealousbrotherbutthat’s

whatIwassayingtoher,orelseshemustjust

spendtheweekendindoorsuntilwe’resureshe’s

safe)

Ginger:kodwaakakwaziumisaubombakhe

umntana,loKhiromakamboneukubashe’sstill

livingherlifeeventhoughhe’stryingtomakeita

livinghell.(Butthechildcannotputherlifeonhold,

thisguymustseethatshe’sstilllivingherlifeeven

thoughhe’stryingtomakeitalivinghell)

Steve:Igetthat,butdoesanyoneunderstandthe

riskthatcomeswithlivingherliverightnow?

Nkosinathi:okaysowhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Steve:ifshe’sreallyadamantthatshe’sstaying,I

needyoutokeepaneyeonher.Nowthatthe

landlorddied,eventhisplaceisnotsafeforher.



Nkosinathi:Icandothat…doyouneedhelpwith

anythingregardingthisKhiroguy?

Ginger:neh,wegoteverythingundercontrol.

Steve:givemeyournumber…Imightneed

something.Ican’tsayrightnow.

Nkosinathiremovedhisbusinesscardandgaveto

Steve…Stevelookedatthecard,backtoNkosinathi,

thenbacktothecard.Icouldtellhewantedtosay

somethingbutheprobablybithistongueforone

reasonortheother.

Steve:uyabonabaubunelicensebendizokuzamela

imotongokuungakhwelitaxi?(IFyouhadyour

licenseI’dgetatemporalcarforyousothatyou

don’thavetocatchataxi)

Nkosinathi:thatwouldn’tbesafe,whatifthese

peopleplanahijackandcatchherdrivingalone?

Steve:true…yey,ndenziwakuxakwa.

Me:haveyoutolddadaboutthis?



Steve:no,onlyyourbrother.

Me:ohokay.

Nkosinathi:alrightthen…IguessIcangonow?

Steve:yeahman,thankyouforcomingthrough.

And,we’restillgoingtotalkaboutthisrelationship

ofyourswhenthetimeisrightbutImustsayit’s

nicetofinallymeetyou.

Nkosinathichuckledastheyshookhands,thenhe

walkedout.

IfollowedbehindhimsothatIcanopenthegatefor

him.Hegotinhiscarandloweredthewindow…

Nkosinathi:I’mnotlettingyousleepalonehere,

oncethey’regoneI’llcomebacktofetchyou.

Me:okay.

Thenhedroveout.



Thiswholethingwasdrainingmeout,thisKhiro

guyhasbeenrunningaroundincirclesfortwo

wholeyears.Haibo,doesn'thehavealife?

[06/26,14:45] :#Cassandra_32

Afterawhile,Gingerexcusedhimself,hisphone

hadbeenringingnon-stop.Ilookedatmybrother

whocouldn’tbebotheredatallbyhisfriend’s

shadiness…

Me:what’supwithubhut’Gingerbhuti?

Steve:he’sgothisowndemons,don’tmindhim.

Me:Ican’thelpbutthinkhesomehowknowswho

thisKhirois,there’sjustsomeuneasinesswithhim

latelyespeciallywhenwementionthisguy.

Steve:don’tletyourimaginationruleoveryou,how

longhaveyouknownGingernow?

Me:okayokay,fine.



Steve:good,nowIreallyhavetogo.Ipromisedmy

womanI’dbehomethisweekend.

Me:drivesafe.

Steve:youtoo,besafe.Callmeifanythinghappens,

ifyoucan’tgetholdofmecallLionel.

Me:okay.

Steve:ushotangantoni?(Whatelsedoyouneed?)

Me:IhaveeverythingIneed,exceptformoney.

Steve:imaliyantonixaunazozonkeizinto

ozidingayo?(Whatmoneywhenyousayyouhave

everythingyouneed?)

Me:pocketmoney,please?

HeremovedR300fromhiswallet,mumblingthathe

knowsmomgavememoneywhenshewashere

blah-blah-blah.Whatmatteredwasthathewas

givingmemoney,Ididn’tmindthemumblings.

Whenhisfriendreturned,thelefttogetherinone

car…justasIclosedthegate,myboyfriendtexted

andaskedwhethertheywerestillheresoItexted



himbacktocomefetchme.Hewastherewithina

winkofaneye…hetoldmetobringmybooksso

thatIleaveonMondaymorning,soItook

everythingI’dneed(Books,laptop,etc)acouple

moreclothesandmynewstuds.Well,Ididn’tleave

anything“valuable”justincasethere’sabreak-in

duringthenightwhileI’moutbeinghotandcozyin

someone’sarms.Welefttogether,gotathisplace

andwentstraighttobed.Iwasemotionally

exhaustedbythiswholethingandhecouldtell.We

cuddledinsilence…well,untilhespokeupfirst.

Nkosinathi:what’sthestorywithyourbrother’s

friend?

Me:whatstory?

Nkosinathi:hewasuneasywhenIgotthere.

Me:he’sbeenlikethatforawhilenow,maybehe

justhasalotgoingonforhim.

Nkosinathi:mh.



Iclosedmyeyes…thedarknesswassooocalming,

Idon’tknowwhenIfellasleepbutwhenIwokeup,

hewasstillfastasleep.Thesunwasup,sogotup,

wenttothebathroom,camebackandtookmy

phonewhileIwalkedbarefoottothekitchen.Ijust

wantedoats,nothingelsesowhenIgottothe

kitchenIlookedforitandfoundit.Icheckedmy

messages,missedcallsandallofthatstuffwhile

cookingtheoats...IsawamissedcallfromSikiand

itcaughtmyattention.IthadbeenawhilesinceI

spoketoher,like,awhile.SoIcalledherback.

Siki:heybabygirl.Yousleepveryearly.

Me:bigsis,Iwasexhausted.Howareyou?

Siki:I’mverywell,yousoundlikeyouhadagood

nightsleep.

Me:Idid.Sowhat’sup?

Siki:nothing,IwasjustmissingyouandIwassent

toaskyouwhenareyouvisitingus?

Ilaughedatthelastpart…



Siki:weliveinabiggerhousenow,comeon.

Me:butyourkidsstillhavemiceandscorpionsas

pets.

Siki:theyhavecagesSandra,comeon.

Me:Ihatemice,Imightjustwannakillthem.

Siki:likeyoudidthelasttimeyouwerehere?

Me:thatwasamistakethough,Ididn’tknowKimmy

wasapet.Howcouldyouevenallowyoursonto

nameamouse“Kimmy”?

Webothlaughed.

Me:I’llfirsttalktodad,thenmaybeIcanspendtwo

weekswithyouinDecemberandtheotherweeks

withCindy.

Siki:you’llspendtwoweekswithus,thenallofus

includingCindy,we’respendingtherestofthe

holidaysatAsanda’s.

Me:ohokay,that’llbenice.



Siki:alrightthen,enjoyyourweekendbaby.

Me:youtoosis.

Shehungup.

Idishedupforthetwoofus,tookbothourbowls

andnecessaryadditionsupstairsandfoundhim

stillsleeping.Musthavebeentired.Ididn’twakeup

uptu,Igotinbednexttohim,supportedmyback

withacontinentalpillowthenItookmyoatsandate

insilence.WhenIwasdoneIcoveredthebowlwith

asaucersincehiswasalreadycoveredIjustlay

nexttohim,tookpicturesofhissleepyface

becauseIwasbored.Idecidedtoratherbothermy

familyontheWhatsAppfamilygroup…itwasonly

about30minutestoanhourlaterwhenhefinally

wokeup.Wellhecouldhavewokenuppriortothat

andjustwatchedme,cozIfoundhimwatchingme

insilence…

Me:howlonghaveyoubeenawake?



Nkosinathi:goodmorningbaby.

Iblushed

Me:goodmorningbabe.

Helookedaheadofme,Ifollowedhiseyes…ohhe

waslookingattime.

Nkosinathi:Ioverslept.It’sgonnabealongday.

Me:youmusthavebeentired,didn’twannawake

you.

Nkosinathi:thankyou.

Me:youhaveplansfortoday?

Nkosinathi:nah,switchedmyphoneofflastnight

andI’mnotswitchingitonanytimesoon.Whoever

needsmyattentionwilleitherhavetowait,orcome

here.

Me:yesboss!



Hechuckledashegotoutofthebed,Iwentdown

withthetraythathadhisporridge,warmeditand

madehimtea.Itwasstillchillyso…wentback

upstairsandfoundhiminbedagain.Gavehimthe

trayandburiedmyselfrightnexttohim,wemade

conversationwhilehewaseating,whenhewas

donehetookthetraydownstairsandcamebackto

buryhimselfrightnexttomeaswell.Wemade

conversationlookingateachother,cuddling,

breathingthesameair,itwasniceandcozy…and

thenofcoursemyphonehadtoringinthemiddle

ofthatcoziness.

Me:hello?

Lisa:chomiuphi?Ijustpassedpastyourhouse

kuyatsha.(Whereareyou?Yourplaceisburning

down.)

Ilookedatmyscreenandthengotbacktoher…



Me:uthiniLisa?(Lisawhatareyousaying?)

Lisa:kuyatshakulandawouhlalakuyo.Kantiuphi

wena?(Whereareyou?Yourplaceisburningdown)

Me:uyaxoka!Ubuyothiniwenaphayasoearly?

(You’relying,whatwereyoudoingthatsideso

early?)

Lisa:ndizoxokelantoninaCassandra?

Ndivelothengaukutyasoobviouslyindlelaidlula

ngakwakho.(WhywouldIlieaboutsomethinglike

this?Thewayfromthegroceryshopspassesby

yourhouse)

Me:oh…okay.

IhungupandlookedatNkosinathi.

Nkosinathi:what?

Me:kuyatshakwam.(There’sfireatmyplace)

Nkosinathi:WHAT?

Me:exactly.



Webothjumpedoutofbed,Iquicklychangedand

butIcouldn’tfindmyshoessoIleftwearing

slippers.Bythetimewegotthere,thehouse,the

flatsandeverythingwasablaze.Wearrivedintime

withthefirebrigadessoallwecoulddowaswatch

alongwiththetenantsandotherresidentsfrom

nearbyhouses.Oneofmytenant-neighborssaw

meandshecamerunningtome…shethrewher

armsaroundmyneckandhuggedmecrying.

Me:heeey.Calmdown,calmdown.

Her:whenwecouldn’tfindyou,wealreadythought

oftheworst.Wethoughtyouwerestillinsidethere.

Me:we?Youandwho?

Her:thelandlord’sson.Hesaidthefirestarted

betweenyoursandLucretia’sflat.

Me:mine?Where’sLucretia?

Her:She’ssomewherehere,butshe’ssafe.

Me:sonobody’shurt?



Her:no…justourclothesandfurniture,andsome

studentscouldn’tsavetheirbooks.Ohmygod,

books.

Shelookedatmeterrified.

Her:wecouldn’tsaveanythingfromyourflat,bythe

timewesawthefireithadalreadyburntdownhalf

ofit.

Me:it’sokay,I’mjustgladthatnoonegothurt.

Someoneelsecalledhersosheranacrossthe

streettothatperson,Iwentbacktomyboyfriend

whowasbusywithaphonecall.Icouldonlythank

GodthatIhadtakenmybookswhenIleftthe

previousnight,IcouldonlythankGod.Clothesdon’t

reallymatter,Icouldstillbuythemagain.Ifelt

Nkosinathi’shandonmywaistbuthewasstill

talkingonhiscell…whenhewasdonehesaidwe

shouldgobacktohishouse.Whenwegottherewe



satdownandhelookedatmewithoutsayinga

word.

Me:it’shim.

Nkosinathi:yes.

Hisyesshooksomethinginme,hesoundedvery

sure.Ieyedhimquizzically.

Nkosinathi:Iwastalkingtoyourbrotheronthe

phone,hewantedtofindouthowyou’redoing.

Me:no,wait.Whydoyousoundverysurethatit’s

him?Youryessoundsveryconvinced.

Nkosinathi:yourbrothercalledmelastnightafter

heleftandsaidIshouldgoandfetchyou,hedidn’t

wanttosayanythinginfrontofhisfriend.

Me:soheknewthiswouldhappen?

Nkosinathi:hethoughtsomethingmighthappen,he

justdidn’tknowwhatexactly.Hisgutwasunsettled.



Me:but,doesn’thetrustGinger?Whywouldhenot

sayanythinginfrontofhim?

Nkosinathi:that’swhyIaskedyoulastnightwhat’s

hisstory.

Mymindraced…soNkosinathireallyknew,that’s

whyhesuggestedItakeextraclothesandmy

books.Mybrothertrustedastrangerwithmylife?

Nkosinathiwasastrangertohimkaloku.

Me:it’ssounlikehimtotrustsomeonehedoesn’t

knowwithmylife.

Nkosinathi:hetrustedyou,notme.Yousaidyou

don’twanttogohomebecauseyouhaveadate

withme,heusedthat.

Me:Isee.

Iwasstillshocked.Icouldonlythinkoftheother

tenants,Ididn’treallycareaboutmyselfbutthe

othertenantslosttheirstuffbecauseofthisstupid



assholeexcuseofaman.
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Itookadeepbreathandcalledmybrother…

Steve:Sandra?

Me:Theyburntmyplacedown.

Steve:Iknow…juststayputwhereyouare,Lionel

andhispeopleareonit.

Me:bhutiI’mscared.Ifthisguydidn’tcareabout

therestofthetenantsinthatcompoundwhatelse

canhedotogettome?

Steve:hedoesn’twanttohurtyou,right?He’sjust

obsessedwithyou.

Me:that’swhathehadmademebelieve.

Steve:juststaywhereyouare,I’llkeepyouupdated

witheverything.

Me:okay.Thankyou.



Hehungup,Igotupandwalkedupstairs.Thebed

wasn’tmadebecausewehadrushedouttogo

checkoutthefiresoIgotonwithitandmadeit.I

openedallthewindowsandjuststartedcleaning

theroom,Ijustwantedtogetbusywithsomething

aslongasIdon’tgettothinkaboutthiswholething.

Iheardhimwalkinandhejuststoodbythedoor…

untilIwasdonewitheverything.Wehaddirty

laundry,fromthepreviousday,maybehehadfor

theentireweekbutIcouldn’tdolaundrynowand

thentomorrowIamstillleftwithdirtyclothessoI

optedtoratherwasheverythingonSunday.

Me:wassup?

Nkosinathi:comehere.

Iputthebroomdownandwenttohimstillstanding

bythedoor.Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist

andkissedmeuntilIsmiled…



Nkosinathi:Ipromisedyoubeforethatnothingwill

everhappentoyou.Iwillprotectyou,atanycost.

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:nowstopover-workingyourself.It’s

Saturday,weshouldberesting,relaxing.

Me:Ijustwanttodosomething,Iwanttoavoid

thinkingaboutthis.

Nkosinathi:Idon’twantyoudoinganythingother

thanrelaxing,Khirowon’thurtyouwhileI’mhere.

Hekissedmylipsstillsmilingatme…Ijusthugged

him.

Me:Iloveyou.

Nkosinathi:ndimothandawena.(Iloveyou)

Me:okayI’vecleanedtheroom,let’sgocleanthe

kitchennow.



Nkosinathi:mmkay,afterthatwearewatching

movies,eatingjunkfoodanddrinkingwinery.

Me:hahaha!Youdon’thavewinery,you’llbe

drinkingyourwhiskeybhuti.

Nkosinathi:Ihavebottlesofwinerysisi,Ijust

boughtthatonespeciallyforyou.

Me:mmmkay.

Wewalkeddownthestairshandinhand…my

phonerang,privatecaller.

Nkosinathi:donotanswerhim,he’sjusttryingto

trackyourlocation.

Me:oh-kay.

Icutthecall.

Therewasacarhootingatthegate,Ilookedathim

withmyheartonmythroat.



Nkosinathi:thatmustbeSaheed.

Me:Saheed?

Nkosinathi:yes,afriendofmine.Iaskedhimto

cometalktoyou.

Me:forwhat?Isheacounsellor?OrPsychiatrist?

Nkosinathi:noneoftheabove.

Hehadalreadyopenedthegatewhiletellingme

aboutthisfriendofhissohewenttoopenthedoor

now,Iwenttositdownbecause,“heaskedhis

friendtocometalktome”.Saheedwalkedin,they

greetedeachotherandcametowhereIwas.

Nkosinathiofferedhimadrinkandheaskedfor

watersohewenttofetchhimbottledwater.Saheed

explainedtomewhatNkosinathitoldhimaboutthis

Khiroissue,thenhetoldmewhyhewashere:to

installananti-trackerintomyphonesothatevenifI

answerthisguy’scalls,hedoesn’tknowmy

whereabouts.Igavethemmyphone,Saheed



workedhismagic.Afteraboutanhourlater,he

testeditandheseemedsatisfiedbyhisworkso

theywalkedeachotheroutagain.Isattherenot

knowingwhetherthiswasgoingtobehelpfulinany

waybutIhadnochoicebuttotrustNkosinathi.I

textedmybrotherandupdatedhimonwhatjust

happened,herespondedwith“Okay,hanginthere”

okayatleastheknows.Atleasthe’supdated.

Nkosinathicamebackandsatwithme…Istoodup,

Me:wewereabouttocleanthekitchen,remember?

Hestoodupandfollowedmetothekitchen,I

washed,hedriedandpackedthenwhenwehad

sweptthefloorheorderedenoughjunkfoodtofeed

themenonthestreetsandwecampedin.Ididn’t

wanttothinkaboutthisthingsoIappreciatedhim

notmakingconversationaboutitaswell.

Nkosinathi:aboutthetests.

Me:yes,Ithoughtyouweregoingtocallinyour

doctor?



Nkosinathi:Iwas,butthenyou’reunderalotof

stress,Idecidednotto.

Me:andyoudidn’ttellmebecause?

Nkosinathi:itslippedmymindI’msorry,anyway,

wecanrescheduletoanyotherdayoncethiswhole

thingisover.

Me:youthinkit’lleverbeover?

Nkosinathi:yourbrothersseemtohaveitunder

control,soIbelieveitwill.

Me:mh.

Nkosinathi:relax…youhavethebestfamilyI’vehad

toencountereventhoughIhaven’tmetthembutI

canseethatyou’resurroundedbycaringandloving

siblings.

Me:mh,youforgotcrazy.

Helaughed…

Nkosinathi:Icannotsayanythingonthat,Ihavea



bullyasasister.

Me:she’sactuallynice,kindwouldbetherightword,

itsjustthatshe’slookingoutforyou.

Nkosinathi:Iamoldenoughtolookaftermyself.

Me:baby,familywillalwaysbeonthelookoutforus,

nomatterhowoldweget.Whenarewegoingtosee

yourotherfamiliesagain?Ididpromisetocome

backandplaywiththekids.

Nkosinathi:fornowlet’sjustfocusonyou,we’llgo

therewheneverit’ssafeforyou.

Me:Iwanttodosomethingthatwillkeepmymind

busyfromthinkingaboutthis.

Nkosinathi:let’seat,we’vegotfoodandShowmax

orNetflixatourdisposalhere.

Me:oh-kay.

Hewenttogetthefood,puteverythingonthe

coffeetableandthenwehadasemi-argumentover

whattowatch.Iwonobviously.Afterabouttwo

hours,hisphonerang…bothourphoneswereright



infrontofussoIsawKim’spicturepopuponthe

screen.Itookadeepbreathasheanswered,they

spokeforagoodthirtyandsomethingminutes…

Nkosinathi:Kimandherbrother’sfiancéareintown

andtheywanttocomeseeus.

Ididn’tanswerhim,henudgedhiselbowinmyribs.

Me:hm?

Nkosinathi:Kimandherbrother’sfiancéareintown

andtheywanttocomeseeus.

Me:youmeantheywannacomeseeyou.

Nkosinathi:US.

Me:bandazelaphimna?(Wheredotheyknowme

from?)

Nkosinathi:ItoldthemI’mwithyou.

Me:mmh,whenaretheycoming?

Nkosinathi:tomorrow,lunchtime.



Me:ohthankGod,thoughtthey’recomingnow.

Nkosinathi:wouldthathavebeenaproblem?

Me:Ihaven’tbathed,lookatmyhair,there’sjunkin

frontofus,yeahthatwouldhavebeenaproblem.

Hesmiled…

Me:what’sthatsmilefor?

Nkosinathi:youpretendlikeyoudon’tcarewhat

peoplethinkofyou,butlistentoyourightnow.

Me:thesearen’tjustpeople,theyareYOURpeople,

YOURfriends.EvenIwon’tmakealasting

impressionbutletmeatleastmakeanattemptto

makethefirstimpression.

Nkosinathi:yesma’am.

Hesaidthatwithsuchsarcasm,Ihadtolookatthe

smirkonhisface.Ithrewapillowathimandhe

duckedlaughingoutloud,hislaughterwarmedmy



heartsomuchIjustwantedtojumpontohimand

hugoutthatsilliness.Therewasjustsomething

warmandfuzzyaboutwatchingandhearinghis

laughter.Hegrabbedmywaiststilllaughing,Ijust

chuckledashekissedmefrombehind.

Lateronthatdaywedidn’tevenbothercleaningup

thelounge,wewentupstairs,Iranmyselfabath

hopingthathe’llshowerandgotobedleavingmein

peacetoenjoymybath.Iundressedandgotunder

thebubbles,closedmyeyesandallowedthe

aromastodothework.Hewalkedinwithabottleof

wineandtwoglasses…

Me:uyaphi?

Nkosinathi:I’mbathingwithyou.

Me:whydon’tyoutakeashower?

Nkosinathi:Idon’twantto.

Hegotoutofhisclothes,gotinthebathstillgoing



onabouthimwantingtobathwithmeandIdon’t

wanthimto,like,hewasmumblingalone,Iwasjust

laughingathim.Hegotin,spreadmylegssohe

couldgetbetweenthemandthenpouredthewine

givingmemine.

Me:whatarewecelebrating?

Nkosinathi:me.

Me:you?Why?

Nkosinathi:Ihavemanagedtoturnalesbian

straightwithoutevenhavingsexwithher.Cheersto

me.

Iburstoutlaughing…Icouldn’tbelievethathejust

saidthat.

Ifeltdefeated,hemusthaveknownallalongthatI

waslyingtohim.
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Wehadawholelototherconversationsaboutour

futurewhilstinthere.Heseemedlikeamanwitha

plan,heknewwhathewantedandwhenhewanted

it.

Nkosinathi:sowhathaveyoudecidedon,regarding

afteryourgraduation?

Me:IthinkCapeTownisstillinthecards.

Nkosinathi:isthereapotentialemployerthatside?

Me:notreally,Ijustwantachangeofscenery.

Nkosinathi:IhaveahouseinJo’burgthatIdon’tlive

in.IfGautengisanoption.

Me:okay,I’llkeepthatinmind.Wheredoestherest

ofyourfamilylivethough?

Nkosinathi:allover,sisterandfaminGauteng,the

folkinthegreenerpartsoftheECandsome

siblingsabroad.

Me:mh,maybeIshouldconsiderthisabroadthing

too.



Nkosinathi:hayhaydon’teventhinkaboutthat.You

wantmetohavetotraveltogettoseeyou?

Me:itwillbeworthwhilethough.

Nkosinathi:nobaby,youcangoanywherewithin

SouthAfricaIwon’tstopyoubecauseIknowI’llbe

abletoseeyouanytimeIwantto.Abroad?Hay

babe.

Icouldn’thelpbutlaughathim,hewasrightthough.

Ialsodon’tseemyselflivinganywherewithoutmy

family.Myekeyena ,butmyfamily .Aftera

whileheaskedmetomovefromwhereIwastohis

sideofthetubsothatmeantIhadtocomeontop,I

putmyglassdownandslidontopofhisfoamy

body,hishandcaughtthebackofmythighandhis

lipsdidn’twasteanytime.Wekissedveryslowly,

hishandsworkingovertimeonmybehind.Icould

feelhistemperaturerisingandIwasreadytogive

myselftohim.MaybebecauseIthoughthavingsex

wouldgetmymindofthingsforamoment,or

maybebecauseIsincerelybelievedhewastheright



oneandIfeltready.Hepulledmyheadbackwards

ashekissedfrommylipsdownmyneck,Iletouta

softmoanasthissentsensationacrossmybody

.Iliterallyfeltmynippleswakinguptoattention.

Hemusthavefeltthemonhischestbecausehis

otherhandwentupmyback,pressingonthe

middlepartsoourchestswerepressedtogether,

andhiskissesweredrivingmeinsane .They

weredoingsomethingtomymind…Istoppedand

lookedathim,takingabreather.

Nkosinathi:thewaterisgettingcold.

Me:weshouldgetoutthen.

Istarted,gotoutofthebathandgrabbedatowel,he

followedafterdrainingthewateroutandgrabbed

hisowntowel.Afterdryinghimselfouthecameto

helpmedrymyhair,hehadalreadygrabbed

anothertowel.AshestoodbehindmeIcouldfeel

hiserectionagainstmybutt,thatexcitedmefora

secondbutscaredthelightsoutofmethenext



second.Whatifhe’stoobig?Whatifthiswhole

shandiswillbepainfulandIcan’twalktomorrow?

Whatifhedoesn’tenjoyit?WhatifIbleedalotand

dirtyhiswhitesheets?Whatifhedecidesheno

longerwantsmeafterIgivehimthecookie?Whatif,

whatif,whatif?IclosedmyeyesasIfelthishand

onmyboobandlaymyheadback,hewasjust

touchingandkissingmeinalltherightplaces .

Withinasinglebreath,heturnedmearoundand

pinnedmeagainstthedoorkissingmedeeperthan

before,thistimeIknewdeepdownthattherewas

noturningback,hewasprepared,hemusthavehad

boughtcondoms.Bothourtowelsfelldownsowe

didabodytobodykindasituationashemelted

underthelovespell(orwasitlust?)heopenedthe

doorandwalkedusbothtothebedroom.Laymeon

mybackandworshippedmybody.Thiswould

officiallybeoursecondattemptatthisandIcould

tellthathewasadedicatedfastlearner,Imeanhe

knewexactlywhatexcitedmeandhestucktoit.I

swearIhadmultipleorgasmsfromhiskissesonly.

Hestoppedandlookedatme…Icouldseethe

hungerinhiseyes



Nkosinathi:areyousure?

Inod.

Nkosinathi:forreal?

Me:forreal.

Hereachedforhisdrawerandtookoutacondom,

gaveittometoopen.Iwantedtolaugh ,he

knowsI’mavirginbynowsoucing’bandakhe

ndayivulaphiicondom?Ibitoffthecornerofit,

openedtherestofthepacketwithmyforefinger

thenIgaveitbacktohim.Hewantedmetoassist

himwithitandIwasn’tgonnadothat,Ididn’teven

wanttolookathismanhoodlestfearcreepsin.

Afterafewsecondsofwaitinghecameuptomy

lipsandkissedme,Ikissedhimback,Ifelthishand

betweenmylegsandIopenedforhimtogofurther

in.Hefoundtheg-spotinafewsecondsandmy

wallscamecrumblingdown,Igaspedforbreathas

IrealizedthatIhadjustcumalloverhisfingers.I



openedmyeyesandwatchedhiminaweashe

lickeditalloff niggawasjustshowingoffnow…

hecamecloserbetweenmylegsandIfelthimat

theentranceofmypalace.Iclosedmyeyesshutas

Itensedmymuscles.Hestoppedandcamebackto

kissme,Iguessedthiswashiswayofcalmingme

down.ThekissesImean.AssoonasIgotthegrove

back,hewentforthefirstthrustandIquicklyshut

mythighs,buttowhat?Hisentirebodywason

mine,hewaitedformybodytorelax,nothaving

stoppedtobathemewithkisses.Hethrustagain

andthistimeIlegitletoutacry,hejustdidcircular

motionsandmyfingerswentdeeperontohisback.

Thethirdtimehethrustwaswaaaybetterthanthe

firsttwoattemptsandthenwegotintothegroove.I

hadoneorgasm,hehadhisandthenhehelpedme

removethebedlinenwhichhadbloodstains.I

soakeditinthebathtubandwenttojoinhiminbed.

Mythighswerehot,hemademelayonhimwithhis

thighsbetweenmineashekissedthecrownofmy

head.



Nkosinathi:DidIhurtyou?

Me:mh.mh.

Nkosinathi:doyoustillloveme?

Ichuckled,whywouldn’tIstilllovehim? Ijust

gavehimmyprideforheaven’ssake.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Ididn’trespond.

HesqueezedmybehindsooootenderlyIfound

myselfmoaninglikeacatthatjustfoundwarmthon

acatwoman’slap.

Me:goodnightbaby.

Nkosinathi:nightbabe.

Iclosedmyeyesandfellasleep,intheweehoursof

themorningIwokeupandwenttothebathroom.I



couldfeelsomepaindownthereespeciallywhenI

peed,IheldmytearsbackbecauseIdidn’twanna

beuHAHAbutyho.Itracedmystepsbacktohis

bed,tryingmybestnottorubmythighstogetherso

much,Isnuggledupnexttohimandcoveredmy

headsoIcouldonlybreatheourscentsorrather

thesexodour?Whicheverwasbreathable,Ifound

myselfcavinginagainsthisbody.Hewaswarm.

HisarmpulledmeevencloseandthenIfelthislips

onmine,hehadthistendencyofspeakingwhileour

lipsweresmashedtogether.

Nkosinathi:goo’morning.

Me:mmh’ing.

Thenhesuckedmybottomlipin,Iwouldhave

neverthoughtI’dbreakmyvirginityandstillgetthe

morningglorythefollowingdaybutthen,Igotit.I

enjoyedtheattention,thekisses,thethrusts,the

moans,thegroansmoretoday,yesIwasstillsore

butitwasn’taspainfulaswhenhebrokethehymen.



Therewasthiswayhewouldsoftlysaymyname

betweenhisteethasheclimaxed!Itsentmeoffthe

rails.Tworoundswithmultipleorgasmandthenwe

cuddleduntilthesuncameup.WhenIfinallywoke

uphewasnotinbed,Itouchedmyselfdownthere…

Iwashotandabitpuffywhichwasunderstandable.

Heemergedfromthebathroomlookingsharpand

cametositnexttome…

Nkosinathi:I’mgoingoutforabit,whatshouldI

bringyou?

Me:nothing.

Nkosinathi:haibobaby.

Me:serious.

Nkosinathi:okay,I’llbegoneforaboutanhour,just

textmeifyouneedanything.

Me:okay.Pleasetakethekeywith.

Nkosinathi:sure…areyousureyoudon’tneed

anything?



Inod…

WellIneededtobetakenforshopping,Ihavelost

everythinginthatfire.Butthatwasn’this

responsibility,Ihaveafamilytotakecareofthat.

Andanyway,IjustwantedhimgonesothatIcould

bath,nursemyswollenself.Hekissedmeonthe

lips,grabbedhisphoneandwalkedout.Iwaited

untilIheardthecarleavethenIcalledOnele…

Onele:hello?

Me:hey,aren’tyougoingtochurch?Yousound

sleepy.

Onele:nah,dad’saskedmetoaccompanyhimto

Siwe’swedding.He’stheofficiatorthere.

Me:ohwow.

Onele:yeah,I’mfeelingblehthough.

Me:why?Didn’tgetenoughsleep?

Onele:snuckoutlastnight,andtoday,Ijustwantto

sleep.Notgotoawedding.Gosh.



Yhoandam’hleka.

Iwasinitiallygoingtotellheraboutlosingmy

virginitythenIdecided,no.It’snotreallynecessary.

Shedoesn’thavetoknownow,actually,shedoesn't

evenhavetoknow.
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Khirocalled...

Ididn'twanttoanswerhimsoIputthephoneon

silentandjustwatcheditring.

HecalledaboutthreemoretimesbutIstillwouldn't

bebothered.Ididn'twanttoanswerhimndihleli

ndedwainthishouse.Aphiwecalled...

Me:mtshana.

Aphiwe:makaziothandwayo,unjani?

Me:I'mokay,whyareyouexcited?



Helaughed...

Aphiwe:I'mjustcallingtoremindyouofourdeal.

Me:Ihaven'tforgottenchanas,I'mstilllookingfora

placetostay.Evenyourothermakaziwantsto

comewhenyou'rethisside.

Aphiwe:ohreally?

Me:yeah,I'lltellya'llwhenI'vesettledin.Don't

stress.

Aphiwe:okayke,pleasesendmeairtimeordata

whenyouhavemoney.

Me:that'sactuallywhyyoucalled.

Helaughed...

Me:celakutamkhuluwakhomfondini,Idon'thave

moneynamndsezocelakuye.



Aphiwe:ooohyah,letmecallhimwiththerestof

thisairtime.Byebye,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Hehungup...

Igotoutofbed,woreNkosinathi'svestandflops

andwenttomakemyselffood.BythetimeIwent

backupstairs,Ihadthreemissedcallsfrommy

otherbrother.Ididn'twantanythingtoruinmy

morningsoIdidn'tcallhimback,hetexted:"Sandra

uright?Wascheckingonyoubutawuphenduli

phone.What'sgoingon?"okayItextedhimback

:"ndirightbhutiI'mjustavoidingthephonelest

thispsychotriestocallme"herespondedwith

"okayke...I'minPEI'llfetchyoufromcampus

tomorrow"Iscreamed yesSteve

isalwaysacallawaybutLionel? he'sadefinite

fave.Iwassoexcited,butIstillwasn'tgonnacall

him Iwasjustenjoyingmydayinpeace.WhenI

wasdoneeating,Imadethebedandtookashower

thenIworetightsandaveststillwearinghisflopsI



returnedtheplatesdownstairsandwashedthem.

Nowthatthisguyhadgoneoff,Ihadtocleanupthe

loungethatweleftdirtythepreviousnightonly

becauseIdidn'tknowwhattimehe'dbebackandI

didn'tknowwhattimehisvisitorswouldbecoming.

JustasIfinishedcleaning,hecalled...

Me:baby?

Nkosinathi:udewavuka?

Me:duh.

Nkosinathi:I'monmyway,Imissyoualready.

Me:Imissyou...Yourhousebecomestoobig

withoutyou.

Nkosinathi:Ibroughtyousomething.

Me:Ithoughtwespokeaboutyouandgifts.

Nkosinathi:Isaidbrought,notboughtsoit'snota

giftperse.

Me:oh-Kay.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotsayinganything,you'llseeit



whenIgetthere.

Me:uziphatheleukutyake,I'mnotgoinganywhere

nearthestovetoday.

Nkosinathi:okaybabe.Seeyouinabit.

Me:sure.

Ihungupandjustfinishedoffthenwenttoscoop

icecreamformyselfintoabowlandwatched

cartoons.Iseriouslydidn'twantanygiftsfrom,yes

Iappreciatedbeingappreciatedbuthebought

expensivegifts aboutthirtyminuteslaterhiscar

drovein,heunlockedthedoorandwalkedinwitha

bouquetofflowers,again.

Me:ah,Ishouldhaveguessed.

Nkosinathi:theflowers?

Me:yep.

Nkosinathi:actually,Ibroughtyouthis.Hewent

backoutsideandashewalkedin,achubbypuppy



walkedinbehindhimwithitstailupintheair.I

couldn'tbelievemyeyes itwassocute Ifell

onmykneesandstartedplayingwithit.Hewatched

meinsilence,thenthedogwanderedoffaroundthe

house.Istoodup,threwmyarmsaroundhisneck

andsqueezed.

Me:thankyousomuch.Wheredidyougetit?

Nkosinathi:fromoneofmyassociates,hewas

givingawaythreeofthem.

Me:andwhydidn'tyoutaketheothertwo?

Nkosinathi:uzohlalaphinezinjaezintathubaby?

Me:ohkanene.Sorry.

HekissedmylipsandgavememyflowerswhileI

sulked,thenhelookedbehindmeattheloungeand

smiled.

Me:IonlycleanedthatmessbecauseIdon'tknow



whattimeyourfriendsarecoming.Didn'twant

themtofindyourhouseturnedintoapigsty.

Nkosinathi:therehasbeenchangeofplans,they

wantustogoover.

Me:youandwho?

Helookedatme...

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere,butthatdon'tmean

youcan'tgo.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotleavingyoualonehere,thelunch

mighttakelong.

Me:it'sfine,goandenjoy.

Iletgoofhisembraceandwenttoputmyflowers

inwater,hewentupstairsandcamebackdressed

inshortsandavest.Hesatonthecoffeetable,

becausehewantedtolookmestraightontheeye

♀



Nkosinathi:kutheniungafunuhamba?

Me:andinampahlayonxiba.

Nkosinathi:wecangottothemallandbuy

something.

Me:ha.ababy,Idon'twantyoubuyingmeclothes

soearlyinthisrelationship.Myfamilywillcome

through.

Nkosinathi:nini?YouneedImpahlangoku.

Me:I'mnotnaked,soIdon'tneedthem.U

bhut'LioneluyezangomsosoI'llbesorted.

Nkosinathi:Ialreadypromisedthemthatwe'llbe

there,sobabini.

Itookadeepbreath...

YazievenifIwasn'tshowingit,lantoyalamlilo

indikhathazileandIwasonlygoingalongwiththis

lunchthingbecausetheywerecomingover.Now

thatbengeziaphaIdidn'tfeellikeIshouldgoout,I



wouldn'tbegoodcompany.Ienjoyedmyloneliness.

Thepeace,thequietnesscalmedmedown.

♀

Me:akumoshakelangantokalokunangoku,youcan

stillgo.

Nkosinathi:pleasedon'tdothis.

Me:pleasedon'tforcethis.Please.Iknowyou

reallywantmetomeetyourfriendsbut...Notnow.

Please.

Hesighedandjustlookedatmethenhetookmy

spoonandatemyicecream.Whenhehadfinished

ithewenttoputthebowlinthesinkandcameback

tositnexttomeonthecouch.

Me:ndiseriousbabyungahamba.I'llgetachance

tolookatmybookswhileyou'regone.



Hedidn'tanswerme...

Me:uqumbilekengoku?

Nkosinathi:ewe.

Me:soyoureallythoughtI'dgotoyourfriends

wearingtightsandvests?

Nkosinathi:ndizenayonjeioptionyoba

singayothengaintoyonxibangoku,doesn'thaveto

bethewholewardrobeqhaawufuni.

Me:I'msorry.

Nkosinathi:forwhat?

Me:forputtingyouinthisposition.Idon'twantyou

spendingtoomuchmoneyonme,yoursisterwants

toprotectyoufromgolddiggersandmeaccepting

imaliyakhookomakesmefeellikeI'minthisfor

convenience.

Nkosinathi:ungenaphiuAsenathingoku?

Me:Iunderstandwhereshe'scomingfrom.

Nkosinathi:youjustdon'twannagotothelunch



baby,yiyekengoku.Ndikuvile.

Me:okay.

Haytyhinindathulanyhani,yesIhadtakenafew

clothingitemsfrommyflatbuttheyweren'tgood

enoughtogomeethisfriendsndinxibezona.I

didn'tmindgoingtoschoolngazo,butukuyakoo

Kim?Ziyahlebisa.Itwouldn'thavebeenaproblemif

theywerecomingherebecauseI'dbebusyserving

themevenifI'mwearingmytornjeansortightsbut

kwaboI'mgonnabeaguest.Sozendiyozihlebisa

mna,ndizofikasendihletywaalreadykulacampus

ngomsonangokukutshelwa.

Afterabout30minutessithuleIjustlefthimthere

andwentupstairs,tookoutmylaptopandbooks

anddidsomework.Fifteenminuteslaterhewalked

inandwenttohisclosetwakhuphaimpahla...

Imagine ,heworedenimtodenimsowhowas

gonnabethejokenexttohim?Whenhewasdone...



Nkosinathi:usureaw'funuhambanyhanibaby?

Me:suresurebaby,goandenjoyyourself.

Nkosinathi:sothere'snothingIcandoorsayto

changeyourmind?

Ishookmyhead...

Nkosinathi:uzotyantoniapha?

Me:there'sbreadinthebreadbin.I'llmake

somethingwhenIgethungry.

Nkosinathi:okay...Ndiyahambakengoku.Come

andlock.

Me:youcangowiththekey.

Nkosinathi:youhaveapuppynow,youcannotlock

itoutsideorinsideforthatmatter.

Me:oh,almostforgotabouthim.



Igotupandfollowedhimdownthestairs,he

seemedabitpissedoffbutIdidn'treallycare

heartless,Iknow.Wegottothedoor,hestopped

andturned.

Nkosinathi:yaziandiyithandilentouyenzayo.

Me:IknowandI'msorry.

Nkosinathi:uyayaziIdon'tminddoingwhateverIdo

foryoubecauseIloveyou,nowsuddenlyyoudon't

wantmetobuyyouintoyonxibajustthisonce

becauseyoudon'twannaseemlikeagolddigger?

Me:youdon'tgetit.

Nkosinathi:there'snothingtogetapha,you'rejust

makingalotofsenselessexcuses.

Me:pleasedon'tallowthistochangeyourmood,

usayaebantwiniandyoucan'trockupwithsuch

sourmoodkubo.

Nkosinathi:babythisisfunnytoyou?

Me:noit'snot,I'mjustsaying.



Nkosinathi:ndcelaunxibesihambeCassandra.

Me:Idon'tknowhowyouexpectmetogooutand

minglewithpeopleIdon'tknowwhenI'vejustlost

everything.I'mtellingyouimpahlaendinazo

andinoyangazoebantwinianduzibonilenawebut

youdon'twannahearthat,I'mnottellingyou

becauseIwantyoutobuymeclothesbutI'mjust

tellingyoutounderstandthatandizokwaziuxweba

aphecam'kwakhosisiyakwifriendszakho.

Nkosinathi:youhadnoexcuseswhenItoldyou

theyarecominghere.

Me:becausethisisyourhouseandI'mherealready

soiftheywantedtocomeandhavelunchhereI

don'thavethecapacitytostopthem,andnangoku

ifbebesizaaphaI'dbeservingthemnobandinxibe

ntonibutnowufunandiyekubo.It'snotthesame.

Nkosinathi:whateverbaby.

Me:youdon'twanttogetit.It'sfinewethu.

Nkosinathi:hm,besafe.

Me:loveyou.



Nkosinathi:Iloveyou,evenifuyandicaphukisa.

Iwalkedaway,hegrabbedmywristsoIturnedto

askwhywashegrabbingmebutinstead,wejust

kissed.IhadtearsthreateningtocomeoutandI

didn'twanthimtoseethatbecauseIdidn'twant

himtothinkIwasjustgivinghimtheseexcusesso

thathedoesn'tgotohisfriends.Itriedtopullback

buthehadmesotightinhisarmsthatIswallowed

thelumpinmythroatandkissedhimback.We

eventuallystoppedkissing,heremovedhairfrom

myfacenotsayingawordandthenhewalkedout,I

waiteduntilhedroveoutthenIlockedmyselfinand

wentbacktomybooks.WhenIwasdone,Iwentto

findandplaywithmynewfriend namedhim

Xuni(Shuni)anddon'taskwhycozIdon'tknow.I

ordereddoublecrammedpizzaanditwasdelivered,

Ireallywasn'tgoingtocookagain.I'ddoneenough

ofthatalreadythesepasttwodays.Onelecalled...

Me:babysis.



Onele:Hewethukuthwautshelwe.

Me:kutshobani?

Onele:utatauvengomamakaLisa.

Isighed...

Me:ewewethu.

Onele:whydidn'tyoutellus?

Me:becauseIdidn'twantyouguystoworry.

Onele:wheredidyousleep?Whereareyouright

now?Brakuthwakutsheyonkinto.

Me:I'mokay,I'msafe,Ihavemylaptopandbooks

sodon'tstress.

Onele:Sandrauphibecausedadisworriedabout

you,haikeumamauzomelwayintliziyoyena

xasimxelela.

Me:Onimamela...

Onele:ohmntasekhaya...



Me:heylistentome,I'msafe.Okay?Telldadtonot

worry,oobhutihavecometomyaidalready.Ta

Stevewillbefetchingmefromcampusngomsoso

I'llaskhimandizamengempahlaaftersifumene

enyekeindawoyohlala.OtherthanthatI'mokay.

Wathula....

Me:uyandiva?

Onele:wasthereanyonehurt?

Me:fortunatelyno,justthatsonkesitshelwe

yimpahlaandfurniture.AtleastIwasabletosave

mybooks,Idon'tknowaboutothers.

Onele:Yhohayini...Whatdidthepolicesay?

Me:Idon'tknow,IthinkI'llheareverythingngomso.

Onele:okay.Butyouhaven'tansweredme,where

areyourightnow?

Me:I'msafe.

Onele:you'resafewhere?



Me:that'snotimportantOnele,allthatmattersis

thatI'msafe.

Onele:that'strue,okayke.Pleasekeepmeupdated,

I'lltelldadnottoworry.

Me:youcantellhimtocallBhutSteve.

Onele:okaysure,Iloveyou.

Me:loveyoumore.

Wehungup...

Iputmyphonedownandjustsattherethinking

abantwanababantubatshelwengenxayam

ndinguyelomnakwandondandityaisonka

nebhotolokodwabonaabanazonendawo

zobalekela.Thelandlord'sson,ilifalakhelitshe

lalithuthungenxayam abanyeabantwanawho

arenotasprivilegednjengambasezosokola

iimpahlabaphindebasokoleindawoesafeyohlala

alloveragain.Ifelttearstricklingdownmyface...



Me:IwishQaqambawouldrotinjail.

She'sthereasonwhywemetthisKhiropig,she

trappedus,wewereabductedandtakentothat

placebecauseofher.Sisiphoandothergirlswent

missingbecauseofhernowI'mlivingalifeofa

prisonerbecauseofher itwasallherfault.She

deservedtorotinjail.

[06/26,14:46] :#Cassandra_36

Iwentdownstairsandtriedtofindsomethingto

feedXunithenIgavehimaplateofwaterbeforeI

warmedupthreeslicesofpizza,mademyselftea

andtookthatupstairsndatyelakhona.Before

eatingIpackedmybags,leftoutwhatIwasgoing

towearthefollowingday,ironedmyclothesand

chargedmylaptopthenIateupandgotunderinto

pj'sndalalawithmyphonealsochargingnexttome.

Stevecalled...



Ihadtoanswerhim becauseheknewI'mwith

Nkosinathindizothindongamphenduliibengathi

sibusysenzaabantwana.

Me:bhuti?

Steve:unjani?

Me:Idon'tknow,numb?

Steve:doyouwantcounseling?

Me:forwhat?Thispsychoisstillafreeman.

Steve:alrightthen,pullyourselftogether.

Isighed.

Steve:I'vejustdepositedmoneyintoyouraccount,

itwillbeenoughtobuynewclothes,andgroceries

fornow.Lionelwillbetheretotakeyoutoyournew

placetomorrow,infacthe'salreadythatsidebut

he'llfetchyoufromCampusandtakeyouthere.



Me:okay.Enkosibhuti.

Steve:I'mstilltryingtoorganizeadriverforyou,but

I'llseetomorrowwhatIcancomeupwith.

Me:asinapersonaldriver?Aneverydaykindathing?

Steve:yes,kalokuwehavetothreadcarefully.

Me:doyouknowthatbydoingsowe'readding

morepeopleinKhiro'slistofobstacles?More

people'slivesaregoingtobeindangerherebhuti.

Steve:whatdoyousuggestwedokeCassandra?

Wearetryingtoputoutfireshere,firesweknow

nothingabout.Maybe,justmaybeifyouhadtoldus

earlierngaloKhirongesingekholapha.Justmaybe,

andrightnowwearedoingallthatwecandoto

makesurethatyourlifeisnotinanyriskbutthat's

notenoughisit?Youknowbetter,right?

Siphambenethina?Singamagezacaba?Iingqondo

zethusinyathelangazo?

Iswear,theminuteheshoutedatmeIletgo.Tears

streameddownmycheeks Iwasnevera



vocalcrierbutifyou'dlistenattentivelyyou'dknow

thatI'mcrying.

Steve:pleaseworkwithushere,please.

Me:'msorry.

Steve:uphiuNkosinathi?

Ihadtoholdmybreathtoanswerhim,sothathe

doesn'thearthatI'mactuallycrying.

Me:havinglunchwithhisfriends.

Steve:howlongwillhebegone?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Steve:okay,pleaseaskhimtocallmewhenhe's

back.Ineedhisbankdetails.

Me:okaybhuti.

Steve:sharp.



Hehungup,Iburiedmyselfinthemiddleofthebed

andcried.BythetimeNkosinathicalledforthegate

Ihaddreamtmorethansevendreamsifpossible

Isawaboutthreemissedcallsfromhim,calledhim

backandhesaidhe'soutsideucelandivule.You

canimaginecryingmyselftosleepndizovuka

enjaniamehlokudumba?Icheckedmyselfoutin

themirrorandtheywereindeedpuffybuttherewas

nothingIcoulddoaboutthematthatmoment,I

tookadeepbreathinandwenttoopenthedoorfor

him.Ijustquicklyopenedforhimandwentbackup

thestairs,gotunderthecoversandpretendedtobe

asleep.IactuallyprayedthatIfallasleepmsinya

Ididn'thavetheenergyofhavingtoexplainwhyI

boughtpizzainsteadofeatingthebreadebendithe

sikhonawhenIwasaskedndizotyantoni,Ididn't

havetheenergytoexplainwhyndileleeminitoa

pointthatIdidn'thearthreeofhiscalls.Ididn't

havetheenergytoexplainwhyIhadpuffyeyesnor

didIhavetheenergytolistentohimgoingonabout

howthelunchwent.Ijustwantedtosleepandwake

uptomorrowndiyeeklasiniqha.Iwantedtoget

backintomynormalroutine wasthattoomuch



toaskfor?

Hecameintotheroom,Iheardeverybreathhetook,

hisfootsteps...Icouldheareverything.Thenhe

cametobed,laydownonwhatwaslefthissideof

thebedandslowlyuncoveredmyhead.Ihadmy

eyesshut.

Nkosinathi:hey?

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Heplantedafairykissonmylips.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:vukauzotya.

Me:nothungry.

Nkosinathi:okayvukake.



Me:mh.hm.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotgoinganywhereungavukanga

Cassandra.Okoubulele?

Ididn'tmoveaninch,hedidn'tmoveaninch

♀ Ifinallyopenedmyeyesandmethis.Hisown

eyesbrightenedashelookedintomine...

Nkosinathi:whywereyoucrying?

Me:Iwasn'tcrying,ndilelekakhuluqha.

Nkosinathi:thesheetsarewetwhereyourfacewas.

Me:it'sprobablysweat.

Whywasheinvestigatingme?Haike.

Nkosinathi:okay,please,comeandeatwithme.

Me:I'mnothungry,Iatebeforendilale.



Nkosinathi:didyouseethetimengoku?

Ilookedattheclockbehindme...Itwasquarter

pasteight Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes.

Nkosinathi:please,comeandeatwithme.

Ndiyakukhumbulababy.

Me:uyatefakodwa.Khangeutyeaph'uvelakhona?

Nkosinathi:khaw'phakamewethusisi.

IrolledmyeyesathimasIgotup,Iwenttorinse

mymouthandwashedmyfacethenwewent

downstairs.HehadboughtChinesefoodforthe

bothofussohewarmedthefoodwhileIturnedon

theTV,broughtitinonetraythensatnexttome

eating.Ireallywasn'tgoingtoaskhimabouthis

lunchtu...

Me:uhm...WillyoubeabletokeepXuniformeuntil



Igetaproperplacetostay?

Nkosinathi:who'sXuni?

Me:mypuppy.

Nkosinathi:oh,okay.Noproblem.

Me:enkosi.

Nkosinathi:I'llbuyhimakennelngomso,those

guyswhosellthemalongthefreewaydon'tworkon

Sundays.

Me:enkosi.

Weateinsilence,helookedatme.

Nkosinathi:youokay?

Me:yeah.

Nkosinathi:you'reuncomfortablytooquietbaby.

Me:I'mokay,justthinking.

Nkosinathi:wannashare?



Me:nah,don'twannaboreyou.Utheubhutiyou

shouldpleasecallhim,somethingaboutyourbank

details.

Nkosinathi:bankdetailszantoni?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Nkosinathi:don'ttellmehewantstopaymefor

accommodatingyouthisweekend.

Ishrugged

AlthoughIwouldn'tputitpastmybrothers,they'd

definitelydothat.

Nkosinathi:Kimwasdisappointedthatyoudidn't

pitch.

Me:I'msorrybaby,I'llmakesureIpitchnexttime.

Nkosinathi:sheunderstoodthough,oneofher

friendswasalsoatenantphakuni.

Me:oh,really?



Nkosinathi:yeah,shewastherewiththem.Sheonly

managedtosaveubhakaonencwadinefileeneCV

neecertificateszakheqha.Everythingelseburnt

down.She'straumatized.

Me:andit'sallmyfault.

Hestoppedeatingandlookedatme.

Nkosinathi:babyno,it'snotyourfault.

Me:wellwho'sfaultisit?Someone'sgottatake

responsibility.

Nkosinathi:Khiroobviously.

Me:andwhobroughthimintoallya'lllives?Me.

Nkosinathi:baby...

Me:pleasedon'tsayit,please.

Nkosinathi:noI'mgonnasayit,itisnotyourfault.I

willnotsithereandlistentoyoublamingyourself

foragrownassman'sselfishactions,Iwillnot.



Ijustkeptquiet.

Itwasmyfaultnje ♀

Wefinishedeatingthenwewentupstairsagain,he

gotintohisownpj'sandjoinedmeinbed.Iturned

myphoneoffandlaymyheadonhischest.

Nkosinathi:it'snotyourfault.

Me:masilalebra.

Nkosinathi:it'snotyourfaultCassandra.

Me:okay...WhenareyouleavingforCanada

kanene?

Nkosinathi:I'llupdateyou.

Me:Kay.

Nkosinathi:willIseeyoungomso?

Me:I'llcallyouonceI'vesettledinaphoandisa

khonaubhuti.



Nkosinathi:I'mgonnamissyou,it'sbeenagreat

weekend.

Me:nyhani?

Nkosinathi:youdon'tthinkso?

Ishrugged.

Nkosinathi:well,Ihadhome-cookedmealsfortwo

consecutivedays,mybedwaswarmfortheentire

weekend,andIcannevergetoverturningalesbian

tobecomestraightevenbeforethesex.Thatalone

isahighlight.

Me:andyoutookmyvirginity.Yep,youreallyhad

thebestweekend.

Nkosinathi:ewebabybutnothingbeatsleyakho

yobulesbian.

Me:hahahawillIeverheartheendofthis?

Nkosinathi:nope,Ialwayshavetoremindmyselfof

this.Ididthethings.



Me:uyadikauyeva?

Heliftedmychinsowefacedeachother,planteda

kissonmylipssuckingmybottomlip,Igiggled.

Nkosinathi:I'mstillinawethatyoudecidedtotrust

meenoughwithyourinnocence.

Ismiled...

Me:andIdon'tregretmydecision,youmadeiteasy

formetotrustyou.Now,wehavetogetthosetests

done.

Nkosinathi:yes.Firstsettlein,thenI'llarrange

everything.

Me:alrightthenMrDakumba.

Ikissedhimback,wedidthispeckingthingfora

minutesihlekainbetween.



Me:feelslikewe'vebeenatthisforalongtime.

Nkosinathi:it'sgonnabehardnotwakingupnextto

youandnothavingthehopeofseeingyouanytime

soononceI'veboarded.

Me:let'sprayIgetWi-Fiaphondiyakhonasowe

canSkype.

Nkosinathi:I'llbuyyouenoughdataevenifakhoWi-

Fi,wehavetoSkype.

Me:yeswenaboyfriend.

Nkosinathi:hahaha!Yerr!

Me:baby,sew'qalaiiboyfrienddutieskwangoku

ntwana.

Nkosinathi:awfuninokugirlfriend'wanjewenababy,

yintoendizoy'thinile?

Me:justbecauseIdidn'tallowyoutobuyme

clothesdoesn'tmeanIdon'twantgirlfriend

allowance.



Helaughedoutwadewatsarhwangamathe

Nkosinathi:uthinibaby?

Me:haikebabysubasis'thuluxasithethangemali

kaloku.

Nkosinathi:hayndiyakuthandakodwamntuwam.

Ismiled...

Izozanyhaniyazilagirlfriendallowanceeven

thoughIwasplayingaroundwithhim.

[06/26,14:46] :#Cassandra_37

Itwasnosurprisethateveryoneinclassknewwhat

hadhappenedthepreviousweekendbut

unfortunatelyIwasnotinthemoodtoexplainor

involvemyselfinanyrelatingconversations.As

expected,thepolicecametoseeallofuswholived

there,weweretakentothedean’sofficeyetagain

andquestioned.Noneofusseemedtoknowwhat



hadhappened,afteraboutfortyminutesofbeing

questionedeveryoneelsewasreleasedexceptfor

yourstruly.

Sergeant:YournameisCassandra,right?

Me:yessir.

Sergeant:itissaidthatthefirebrokeoutbetween

yourflatandyourneighboursflat.

Me:that’swhatIwastoldtoosir.

Sergeant:wheredidyousayyouwerethenightof

thefire?

Me:Iwasoutwithmyboyfriendsir.

Sergeant:oh,sowhattimedidyoucomeback

home?

Me:Idon’treallyknowthetimebutlemmecheck

myphone.

Sergeant:yourphone?

Me:yes,Lisacalledtotellmemyplaceisonfire.



Sergeant:oh,isLisayourfriendoroneofyour

neighbors?

Me:shelivesupthestreet,shesawthefireonher

wayfromtheshops.

Sergeant:couldyoupleasecallherforus.

Me:sure.

IcalledLisa,shecametothedean’sofficeandit

washerturntobequestioned.

Theseguyswerejustbarkingupthewrongtrees

now,honestly.Theyweretryingtopinthiswhole

thingonLisaandIstoodupforher,anyonewould

havecalledmehadtheyhadmynumberbutmaybe

theydidn’tandshedid.Shedidnothingwrongby

callingme.Afterabouttwohours,theyletusgo.We

walkedtogetherbacktoclass…

Lisa:Ididn’tknowyouhaveaboyfriend.

Me:becauseit’snoneofyourbusiness.



Lisa:comeonCass.

Me:Lisaplease,ImeantwhatIsaid.Iwantnothing

todowithyou,wecanneverbefriendsagain,I

don’ttrustyou.

Lisa:butwillyoueverforgiveme?

Me:Ihaveforgivenyou,Icannotcarryyouinmy

heartforever.

Lisa:enkosi.

Me:you’rewelcome.

Thenwewalkedstraighttoourseats,afterIhadall

mylessonsIwenttospendjustonehouratthe

librarythenmybrothercalledandsaidhe’soutside.

Ipackedupandleft.Wehuggedthengotinhiscar,

wemadeconversationonourwaytomynewplace,

asweapproachedthehouseIlookedathim.

Me:sizapha?

Lionel:yep,you’llbestayingherefortherestofthe



year.

Me:yhu.

Lionel:you’llbefine,I’vealreadypaidrentforthe

remainingmonths.

Wedrovein,wenttothemainhouseandmybrother

introducedmetothelandlords.Theywerepastors,

bothofthem.Theygavememykeys:remoteforthe

biggate,keyforthesmallgate,twokeysformy

door,twokeysformyburglargate.Thentheir

daughterwalkedusouttotheflatIwasgiven,there

werefivemoreflatsattheback.Weunlockedand

walkedin…itwaswarm,fullybuilt-infurnishedtwo

room,withanen-suitebathroom.Itjustneededa

bedandaTV.

Me:thisisanupgrade.

Lionel:Stevehasorganizedtransportationforyou,

buttheguywillonlybeavailablenextweek

onwards.Sointhemeantime,youwillhaveno



choicebuttousemetertaxi.

Me:okay,enkosibhuti.

Isawapaperonthecupboard,Iwentforit.

Me:Rules.

Helaughedaswereadthroughtherules,Iknew

thatmomentthatI’mgonnabreak20percentof

themndifikanjebutIwasnotgonnasaythat.All

gateareautomaticallylockedafter9pmandwillbe

openedagainat4pm,byautomaticallylockedI

meannotevenyourkeyorremotecontrolwillbe

abletoopenthegate.Whatkindofjokeisthat?

Tyhiniababantu.

Lionel:Ialreadyboughtyouabedandsomethings

thatIthoughtyoumightneed,sodoyoumind

stayingherewhileIgofetchit?



Me:noofcoursenot,youcango.

Lionel:okaysharp.

Me:wait,let’ssplitthekeyssothatyoucankeep

myspares.

Lionel:greatidea.

Isplitthekeyndamnika,Igavehimtheremoteronly

tousenowthenheleft,Iwalkedaroundtheflat.It

wasbeautifulyazi.Thekitchensidehadbuilt-in

cupboardswithastoveandabarfridge,anelectric

boxjustabovewhereamicrowavewouldbe,then

therewasasleepercouchattheendoftheroom

whichwasidealforsomeonewho’sjusthavepop

upvisitors.Thebedroomhadabuilt-incloset,a

bathroomthathadatubandashower.Wondered

howmuchrentwaspaidinhere.

IsatonthesleepercouchandcalledNkosinathi…he

didn’tanswersoIhungup,musthavebeenbusyor

driving.Ilayonmybackthinking.Hereturnedmy



call…

Me:hey.

Nkosinathi:hey,howwasyourday?

Me:wewerequestionedbythepolice,otherthan

that,itwasfine.

Nkosinathi:wekindofexpectedthat,right?

Me:yep.

Nkosinathi:howisthenewplace?

Me:verybeautiful,butalsoveryfarfromcampus.

Nkosinathi:butisitsafe?

Ireadouttherulestohim,heburstoutlaughing.

Nkosinathi:baby,isthisprison?

Me:like?Yhu.

Nkosinathi:butitwilldoyougoodunderthe



circumstances.

Me:yeah,Iknow.

Nkosinathi:dotheydorandomchecksjusttosee

banikhonanainyourrooms?

Me:andiyaziyazi.Buthaibo,wearetenantskaloku

notkidstobemonitored.

Nkosinathi:hahaha!Mnaandizongakuboningenxa

yalontokeqha.Idon’tcareaboutthoserules.

Nowwasmyturntolaugh…wespokeuntilmy

brotherreturned,thenwehadtocutthecall.Lionel

hadtwootherguyshelpinghimwithbringinginmy

stuff,Iarrangedeverythingwhilsttheywerethere.

Lionel:it’salreadylatenow,you’llhavetogo

shoppingalonengomso.

Me:it’snobiggie,Ihavetoiletriesandclothesto

wearuntilWednesday.I’llaskafriendto

accompanymeThursdaysinceIhavenoclass

Thursdays.



Lionel:uzotyantoniinthemeantime?

Me:I’llseebhuti,don’tstress.Havingaroofover

myheadisthemostimportant.

Lionel:okay,sowhatelsedoyouneed?

Me:Ineedtoknowtheprogresswithfindinghim.

Hechuckled.

Me:oh-kay?

Lionel:we’vefoundhim.We’rejustlookingintothe

logisticsofeverythingthenwe’llinvolveyou.

Me:whendidyoufindhim?Whoishe?

Lionel:Saturday,you’llseehim.Justbealittle

patient.

Me:soitissomeoneIknow?

Lionel:yes,someoneweknowasamatteroffact.

Wearestilllookingforthreeofhisgoonswhomhe

senttotemperwithSteve’scar,they’reoutonthe



runinCapeTownbutwehaveatrail.

Me:haylomntuunes’yali.

Lionel:nah,he’sprobablymentallydisturbed.

Ididn’taskanyfurther…

AfterseeingthatI’vesettledin,heleft.

IunpackedthefewclothesthatIhad,andprepared

forthefollowingday.

Inthemorning,asIwasabouttoleaveforclass,I

gotacallfrombaeandhewanteddirectionssothat

hecouldpickmeupandtakemetocampus.Isent

himtheGPScoordinates,hearrivedanddroveme

toclasspromisingtofetchmeimmediatelyafter

mylibraryhour.OnmywaytothelibrarySteve

calledtofindouthowwasthefirstnightatmynew

place,wehadalongheartyconversationashe

apologizedforshoutingatmeandIapologizedfor

comingacrossasungratefulforwhattheywere

doingforme.Hementionedthathespoketotheold

folksaboutme,andtoldthemthatthey(Lioneland



Steve)haveeverythingundercontrolbutIshould

expecttoseethem(Parents)anytimeintheweek

astheywantedtoseehowI’mdoingforthemselves

andobviouslymomjustwantedtobesureiright

lendawondihlalakuyo.Ididn’tmindthatthough,

thatwouldguaranteemoremoolaImypocket.After

mylibraryhourItextedthisguyandhesaidhe’s

alreadyoutside…Iwalkedoutandsawhiscar,got

inandhedrovetoMcD’swandithengelaukutya

kwangokuhlwa…thenhedrovemebacktomyplace.

Me:whatareyoudoingThursday?

Nkosinathi:I’mgoingtoPretoriaintheafternoon,

why?

Me:bendizocelaundikhaphetodosomeshopping.

Nkosinathi:noproblem,Ialsohaveafavortoask.

Me:shoot.

Nkosinathi:ndcelauphumelekwamngomso?

Me:ngomsokuWednesdayright?

Nkosinathi:yep,sizovukakwelacalaandgo

shopping.



Me:okay,deal.

Nkosinathi:canIcomeinandsee?

Me:sure,youdidn’tevenhavetoask.

Nkosinathi:Idon’twannagetyouinanytrouble.

Me:nah,youwon’t.Aslongasyoudon’tparkin

theirparkingthenweshouldbefine.

Eachflatnumberhaditsownparkingplot,we

parkedinmineandwenttomyroom.Hewalked

aroundwhileIputmyfoodonthecounter,hecame

backandopenedmyfridge.Dololo.Heopenedthe

cupbaordsthenlookedatme…

Me:Istillhavetobuygroceries,don’tlookatmelike

that.

Nkosinathi:uvukautyentonik’sasabeforeyougo

toschool?

Me:Ididn’teat.Andplease,donotstressyourself

aboutit.Please.



Heclosedthedoorsandcametositdown,Igotup

andplatedforbothofus.SatyasincokolaandI

couldtelllentoyokubandibenecupboardsezi

emptydidn’tsitwellwithhimbut,hello?Ijustgot

here,remember?Lastnightwasmyfirstnighthere.

Ashewasabouttoleave,Stevecalled…

Me:hellobhuti?

Steve:uphi?

Me:sendlini.

Steve:okayI’llsendsomeonetofetchyou.

Me:uphiwenandizekuwe?

Steve:unayoindlelayokuza?

Me:uhmyes,Nkosinathiishere.Hefetchedme

fromcampus.

Steve:ohokay,pleasegivehimthephone.



Ipassedonthephone,theyspokeforlessthan

threeminutesthenhegavemebackmyphoneand

saidweshouldgo,honey,Ididn’tneedtoaskwhere

we’regoing.Thelookonhisfacesaiditall.Wewere

goingtoKhiro.Hedrovelikeamaniacforthefirst

fifteenminutesofthedriveandsloweddownaswe

nearedsomeshadyroadwithbushes…

Nkosinathi:ureadytoseethisguy?

Me:yeah,Icanneverbereallyreadyanywaysolet’s

getthisoveranddonewith.

Nkosinathi:okay.Heregoesnothing.

Hedroveforaboutfifteenminutesongravelroad

andthenwesawaheadastrandedhousethat

lookedlikeitwaslitbyacandle.Wewalkedinhand-

in-handuntilweheardvoices,heknockedandmy

elderbrotheropenedthedoor.Wewalkedinand

sawalotofmenstrappedonchairs…Itightened

thegriponboyfie’shandbecausethiswasn’ta

goodsight.



Steve:hey,youokay?

IletgoofNkosinathiandwenttomybrother,Lionel

wasstandingnexttothisonechairwithaman

whosefacewascoveredwithablackclothandI

guessedthatwasKhiro.Wewalkedtohim,Steve

gaveLionelanodandheremovedthecovering.

Me:WHAT?

Steve:yep,thisisthepsychopaththathasbeen

makingyourlifealivinghell.

Me:noway,tatakaAphiwenguwenyhanilo?Really?

Lionel:he’stoointoxicatedtoansweryou.

Me:ohmyGod.Didheatleastsaywhyhehasbeen

doingthis?

Lionel:apparentlyhehasbeeninlovewithyou

kwakudalaqhaawumnikiattention.

Steve:youthinkthat’sashock.Comeseethis.



Heunveiledanotherman.

Me:ohGodno!bhut’Ginger?!

Nkosinathi:whyamInotsurprised?

Me:Idon’tbelievethis.
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Welltherewasnothingelsetodo,Ihadfinallyseen

themanwhohadterrorizedmylifeformorethan

twoyears,Icouldn’taskhimquestionsbecause

theydruggedhim,theydruggedGinger,theyhad

actuallydruggedallofthem.IaskedNkosinathito

takemehome,mybrotherswalkedusoutand

watchedusleave.ItwasthelongestsilentdriveI’ve

beenin.HemadesureI’mindoorsthenheleft,I

hadthisweirdfeelingthathewasgoingbackthere

butIwasn’tgonnastophim.Iactuallyfeltsick.

ThatnightIdidn’tsleepawink,allthememoriesof

visitingsis’Asandacameback,Irememberedthe

timeshe’dcomplimenthowmytrousersfitonme



andbecauseIwasakidIdidn’tmakeanythingout

ofit.Mosttimeshedidn’tshyawayfromthrowing

complimentsmyway,butitwasoutofinnocence

onmysideIdidn’tseeanythingwronguntilnow.

Thispsychohasbeenfilthyrightunderournoses

andwedidn’tseeanythingwrongwithit.Iwokeup

andfinishedupthefoodIhadlefttheprevious

nightthenIwenttobath…whenIwasdonewith

everything,Icheckedthetime,goodLord!Iwas

threehoursearlysoIjustlayinbedthinkingabout

almosteverythingthatmymindcouldthinkof.

Whenthetimecame,Igotup,lockedmyroomand

walkedoutonlytobemetbyboyfie’scarwaiting.I

triedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslockedsoIknocked

andheopened,didn’tseemlikehesleptatall.

Me:morning?

Nkosinathi:goodmorning,ngena.

Igotinandhestartedtheignition,hewasstill

wearingthesameclotheshe’dworntheprevious



night.Helookedtiredtoo…

Me:didyougetanysleep?

Nkosinathi:I’llsleepafterdroppingyouoff.

Me:soyoudidn’tgohome?

Nkosinathi:mh.hm.

Okayndathula…hewastiredandIwasaskinghima

lotofquestions.Ididn’texpecthimtocomepickme

upthough,IwasgoingtocallacabbutIcouldn’t

saythatnow.Hewashere.Wedroveinsilenceuntil

wearrivedincampus,hegavemehisphone

Nkosinathi:pleasewriteinyourgrocerylisthere.

Me:Ithoughtwe’rebuyingmygroceriesngomso

nje.

Nkosinathi:oh,Iforgot.WhattimeshouldIpickyou

up?



Me:usual.Butandiphethangampahlayotshintsha

sowe’llhavetogoviamyplacefirst.

Nkosinathi:sure.

Ikissedhischeekandgotoffhiscar…

Me:pleasegohomeandrest,youlookawful.

Helaughedanddroveoff.

Itookafewstepsandstumbleduponsome

chemistrystudentswhowereprobablyintheirlast

year,like,badalanokwanaaphakum.Iapologized

forubagilacozIwaslookingonthegroundatthat

time,Itriedtowalkecalenisincebebevaleindlela

buttheykeptstoppingmesoIlookedup

ndicaphukakancinci.

Me:oh-kay,what’sup?

Sivuyise:nguweloCassandraujolanoNkosinathi?



Me:who’sasking?

Sivuyise:answerthedamnedquestion.

Me:damnedquestion?Hehsisi,Idon’thaveto

answeranydamnedthing.

Sivuyise:nontombi,ujolanoNkosinathina?Ewe,

hayi?

Me:buzakuloukuxeleleyo.

Theychuckled.

Uyayazilantsiniyesigezo?Leyesigqzu?Theydid

thatanditirritatedtheheavensoutofmybellybutI

alreadyhadalotgoingoninmylifeaddingthem

wouldn’tbebeneficialtoanyofus.Ontopofthat,

theyweretheoldandinfluentialstudentseskolweni.

Likhona:hesanaunayonecheekugirl.

Sivuyise:mamelakesisi,letmegiveyousome

friendlyadvice:hlukananoNkosinathiifyouknow

what’sbestforyou.



Me:inobasadityaniswanguwemos.

Sivuyise:icheekleunayoayizokwenzelantoright

now,ndithiqhakuwehlukananoNkosinathi.

Likhona:andkeasizophindasikuxelelelonto,

asizozikhwenene.

Ijusttriedtowalkawayfromthem,apparentlyone

ofthemhadanokapiinhand,shestabbedand

draggedtheknifeontomybagandthezipletgo

causingafalltoallmybooks.Iquicklyturnedand

sawhowserioustheywere,Ibentdownandpicked

upmybooks.

Sivuyise:Irepeat,ifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyou,

hlukananoNkosinathiorIwon’tbethiskindnext

time.Sekuthenindizosheraindodaneengqeqe

ngoku?

Thentheywalkedaway.

Mybagwasruined,likeitwastornintotwoandthe



zipwasamess.Iwouldn’tbeabletocarryanything

initsoIturnedbackandwalkedtowardsthegate,

tookataxiandwentbackhome.WhenIgottomy

roomIcriedforabout30minutesgqiba

ndaphakama,ndavuthululaandwentshopping.I

wenttodomygroceryshoppingatSparandbam!

TherewasNkosinathiandAsenathialsodoing

groceryshopping.Shesawmefirstandwaved,I

wavedbackandturnedtheotherway,hecame

lookingforme.Helegitdroppedeverythingand

camelookingforme,foundmeonthespicesaisle

andhewasprobablyalsocallingmecozhewas

furiouslylookingathisphonewhenwebumped

ontoeachother.

Nkosinathi:aren’tyousupposedtobeinclass?

Me:Iam.

Nkosinathi:thenwhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Ithinksizokwenzaintoey’one:grocery

shopping.

Nkosinathi:ndcelaungaphenduliisigezoekubeni



ndikushiyeeskolwenianhourago.

Isighed…

Msindowamuzakadekakade,bekungona

ndizivayokengokuukubandinakoukucaphukaand

hewasnothelpingthesituationtu.

Me:it’salongstorymanbabyandthisisnotthe

rightplace.

Nkosinathi:where’syourbag?

Me:sendlini.

Helookedatmeinunbelief.

Nkosinathi:soyouwentbackhomeafterIdropped

youoff?

Me:yes.

Hehuffed.



Iswallowedandstartedpickingmyspiceswhilehe

watchedmeinsilence…itwasn’tlongwhenI

startedgettingFacebookalotnotifications.I

decidedtocheckoutwhatwasthedeal,onlytosee

everythingthathappenedwascapturedandposted.

OnFacebook.TheembarrassmentIfeltthatvery

moment,theentireschoolmusthavewatchedit

becausetheviewwereover5Kalready.Thisone

musthaveseenmyfacesohecametostandnext

tomeandwatchedinsilence,asthevideoendedI

heardhimsighifnotgroan.

Nkosinathi:whydidn’tyousayanything?

Me:itdoesn’tmatter.

IfeltlikeIwasabouttocrysoIquicklyturnedand

wenttheoppositedirection,quicklygrabbedcereals

andanythingelseIcouldthinkoffatthatmoment

andagainpushedmytrolleytothenextaisle.He

foundmeonthelastaisletakingmaasandcheese,

hegothishandsonmytrolleyandpusheditin



silence.Hissistermusthavejustfinishedofftheir

ownshoppingonherown,Iwenttothetillandpaid

thenhepushedthetrolleytohiscar.

Me:I’llcatchataxi.

Nkosinathi:no,I’mtakingyouhome.

Me:Isaid,I’llcatchataxi.

Hissisterloweredthewindow…

Asenathi:khaningeneemotweniguysndizobalate.

Nkosinathi:akafuni.

Asenathi:haykhawuyekeubanedramawethu

Cassandrangenasihambe,ya’llwilldropmeoff

beforehetakesyouhome.

Ihuffed,heobviouslywantedusto“talk”andbeing

MrNiceGuyhewouldn’tfeellikeamanifheletme



takeataxiekhona.Igotinthecarattheback

passengerseat.HewasnotdrivingtheRanger,

insteadaredPoloVivo.Heloadedmygroceriesin

thebootandwewenttodropoffhissisterfirstthen

hedrovetomyplaceinsilence,Iopenedthegate

forhim,heparkedandlockedthedoors.Assoonas

Iheardthelock,Ithrewmyheadback.Iknewit’s

coming,thetalkImean.

Nkosinathi:whathappened?

Me:youwatchedthevideo.

Nkosinathi:butIstilldon’tknowwhathappened

kaloku.

Isighedandtoldhimwhathappened.

Nkosinathi:I’msorry.

Me:yeah,I’msorry.Pleaseunlock.

Nkosinathi:she’smyex.



Me:shedidn’tsoundlikeandex…ndcelauvule

amacangondiphume.

Nkosinathi:wellshe’snotreallyanex,wehada

fling,onandoffforaboutsixmonths.Butakhonto

isidibanisayongoku.

Me:thedoors?

Nkosinathi:kalokuI’mtryingtoexplaintoyou

intsusayalentoikwehleleyo.

Me:nowthatyoumentionlentoindehleleyo,Iwas

supposedtomyselfabagbeforeyoubulliedme

intogettinginyourcar.

Nkosinathi:canyoulistentome,please?

Me:ndikuvilebrashe’syourex,ya’llhadafling,

whatelseareyoutryingtoexplainnow?

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Isighed.

Heunlockedthecar….Webothgotoutandhe

helpedmecarrymygroceries,weunpackedand



repackedintothecupboardsthenhejuststood

thereandwaitingformetofinishupputtingmy

toiletriesinthebathroom.Icamebackandtookmy

phonesandcharger,tossedthemintomybag…

Me:masambe.

Nkosinathi:siyaphi?

Me:you’retakingmetotown,Iwasn’tdonewithmy

shopping.

IopenedthedoorforhimtoleaveasIlockedand

wenttohiscar,hestartedtheignitionandwedrove

off.

Nkosinathi:I’dnevertwo-timeyou.Ihopeyouknow

that.

Me:doesn’tmatternow,I’malreadyalaughing

stockoncampus.Ishouldactuallybegratefulthey

stabbedmybagandnotmyflesh.



Nkosinathi:I’lldealwithher.

Me:whateveryouthinkisbest.

Sathula…Iwatchedthevideoagain.

Kodwandiyalingwa…fromKhirotothisinoneweek?
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IaskedhimtodropmeoffatWooliessothatI

couldbuymybag,hedroppedmeoffandleft.I

walkedinandboughtmybag,paidforitandwent

toothershopswhereIcontinuedwithmyinitial

clothesshopping.Hecalledmeabouttwohours

later…

Me:hello?

Nkosinathi:uphi?

Me:ndiphumakwaMrPrice.

Nkosinathi:I’mattheparkinglot.



Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:uphumakubaugqibileoryou’restill

shopping?

Me:ndisayaeSheetStreetforbedding.

Nkosinathi:okay,I’llwaithere.

Me:sure.

Hehungup.

Nowheseemedpissedoff,Ifeltragengoku

athethayobutIwasthewrongedonesoIwasn’t

gonnaconcernmyselfngayerightnow.Heshould

havetoldmethatwakhewanentombikula

universitysothatatleastI’maware,uzibhaqa

sew’gezelwangamantombiamadalaoveraman?In

factkwalentoyaboingathiisefreshjudgingbythe

girl’sapproachkum.IdideverythingIhadsetoutto

dothenIwalkedbacktohiscar…heopenedthe

bootsoIpackedmythingsinthere,Ihadnoteaten

soIwashungry.Igotinnexttohimandclosedthe



door…hestartedhiscar.

Nkosinathi:siyaphi?

Me:ndilambile.

Nkosinathi:ufunaukutyantoni?

Me:Idon’tknow,ndilambileqha.

HedrovetoKFCparkedandgotout,Ifollowedhim.

Uyazelaphiukubandizofunautyantoni?Ifoundhim

atthequesoIstoodjustnexttohim,tuckingmy

armunderhis.

Nkosinathi:thoughtyou’dwaitinthecar?

Me:andletyoubuywhatyouwantinsteadofwhatI

want?

Nkosinathi:yousaidyoudon’tknowwhatyouwant

toeat.

Me:ewekaloku,nowthatwe’rehereIdo.



Helaughed.

Wewenttothecountertogether…heorderedthe

familymealandlookedatme,Iaskedfordunked

wings,chilliTwisterandKitKatKrusher.Hepaid

thenwewaitedonanearbytable…

Nkosinathi:I’msorry.

Ilookedupathim…

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:I’msorry.

Me:forwhat?

Nkosinathi:foreverythingthathashappenedtoday,

eweIhavedealtwithSivuyisebutIstillwantto

apologizetoyouandpromiseyouitwillnever

happenagain.

Me:whendidyoubreakupwithher?



Nkosinathi:beginningoflastyear.

Me:why?

Nkosinathi:shesaidshewantedtofocusonschool

sosheneededspace,Igaveherspacekenam.

Me:ThisiswhatIdon’tget,whydidn’tyoutellme

thatyouactuallydatedphaeskolweni?

Nkosinathi:Ididn’tthinkit’simportant,well,now

thatwe’retalkingaboutit…Ialsodatedanothergirl

kwaphaya.Medicalstudent.

Me:ohBawo!What’shername?Wenzaunyaka

wesingaphingoku?

Nkosinathi:she’sdoingherPhD,nguAnezwaSalinji.

Me:wait,youareAnezwa’sex?OhmyGod!

Nkosinathi:Itakeityouknowher.

Me:whodoesn’tknowAnezwabra?She’stheuni’s

topstudent,hasbeentoCubaandcameback,she’s

thefaceofthemedicalfaculty.

Nkosinathi:okay,uyamazi.



Hehsanalobhuti!!!!!!

Ournumberwascalled,hewenttotakeourfood,I

tookmyKrusherandTwisterwhilehecarriedthe

familymealandwingstothecar.GotinndatyaI

twistlena.Hecameinandstartedhiscar…wellwe

hadadealthatI’msleepingovertonight,Ididn’tget

thememoukubathathadchanged.Icouldsee

uxakiweukubasiyaphi.

Nkosinathi:shouldIdropyouatyourplace?

Me:uzophindauyondithatha?

Nkosinathi:oh-kay.

Me:Iwasaskingthough.

Nkosinathi:thoughtyou’dchangedyourmindabout

tonight.

Ididn’tanswerhim,ndatyaqha.

WegottohisplacewakhuphauKFCyedwa,Ijust

selectedizintothatIknewI’dneedfromthose



shoppingbagsthenIlefttherestinthecarand

followedhiminside.Isatonthecouchandate

whilereadingthecommentsonthatvideos,yey

peoplewerehavingafieldday.Whilewatching,I

gotacallfrommylecturer…Iletitringwhile

watchingituntilshehungup.AsItookabreath,

shecalledagain.Nkosinathigavemealookashe

walkedpastme,soIanswered.

Me:MrsLawson?

Her:Cassandra,howareyou?

Me:I’mokayma’am,you?

Her:I’mgoodthankyouforasking,Iseeyou’renot

inclasstoday.Andyouweresupposedtohandin

myassignment.

Flip!

Iforgot!

Totallyslippedmymind.



Me:I’msorry,itslippedmymind.CanIemailitto

you?OrIcanbringittomorrowmorningma’am.

Her:sure,noproblemyoucanemailit.Youhavemy

emailaddress.

Me:yesma’am,I’mreallysorryaboutthis.

Her:don’tworryaboutit,Iunderstandyouhavealot

goingon.

Myspiritdropped.

Me:youalsosawthevideo.

Her:everyone’stalkingaboutit,butthenI’mjust

worriedaboutyou.Youjustsurvivedafirethat

destroyedallyourbelongings,doyouneedany

assistancewithanything?

Me:uhmnoma’amIamgood.Thankyouforasking.

Her:okaythen,Fridaybeforeyouleavethecampus

canwehaveaword?



Me:sure,noproblem.

Her:alrightthen,haveagoodday.

Me:youtooma’am.ThankyouI’llemailthe

assignmentbeforetheendoftoday.

Wehungup…

Me:IforgotIwassupposedtohandinan

assignmenttoday.

Nkosinathi:iphi?Icangodropitoffforyou.

Me:Ihaveitinmylaptop,I’llemail.ittoher.

Nkosinathi:youleftyourlaptopathome.

Me:ohgreat!

Kwaphelanaloappetitekengoku,whenheasked

whereheshouldgoafterthatshoppingspreeI

shouldhavetoldhimtotakemestraighthome.I

shouldhave,butIdidn’t.



Nkosinathi:masambesiyoy’thatha.

Me:didyougetanyresttoday?

Nkosinathi:I’llresttonight.

Hewastired,itwasevidentthatheshoweredand

wentshoppingwithhissisterbeforeresting.

Lomntuakhangealalengenxayam,hewasupall

nightwithmybrotherskulantokaKhiro.Ontopof

that,Ihadaweirdfeelingthattheyweredoingthat

shoppingformeqhandababhaqa,anywayIjust

didn’twanthimtotakemehomendimbonaba

udiniwe.Thatwouldbeabusinghim.

Me:nd’celautyek’qala,andrestabit.We’llgolater

on.Ididsayshe’llgetitbeforetheendoftheday.

Notnow.

Hegavemethisweirdlook,qhauzixeleleba

akazokhuphantongomlomowakhe.



Me:ndiyakucingela,youlookdrained.

Nkosinathi:okayke,lemmegotakeafifteenminute

nap.

Me:please.

Hegrabbedbottledwaterfromthefridgeand

kissedmeonthecheekonhiswayuptohis

bedroom.IgavehimexactlyfifteenminutesthenI

wenttocheckuponhim,hewasfastasleepsoI

quietlyclosedthewindowsandcurtains,putonthe

heatersotheroomwouldfeelwarmandthen

turnedoffhisphoneclosingthedoorbehindme.I

warmedmywings,wentoutsidetogositwithXuni.

Igavehimthebonesandweplayedforawhile,

Nkosinathihadreallyboughthimaprettywooden

kennelwhichwouldneedtobechangedonceXuni

growsbecauseitwasbuiltforapuppy.Igottiredof

playingwithhimsoIwentbackinsideandwatched

Netflix…Lionelcalled…



Me:bhutikaOnele?

Lionel:ola,unjaninamhlanje?

Me:I’mokay.Youguys?

Lionel:we’regood.Justwokeup.

Me:seemslikeya’llhadaroughnight.

Lionel:youdon’twannaknow…aren’tyousupposed

tobeinclass?

Me:Iam,butI’mnot.

Lionel:ndimloubhidweyiEnglishokanyenguwe?

Ilaughed…

Me:IamsupposedtobeinclassbutI’mnotin

class.Longstory.

Lionel:Onelecalledmeaboutsomevideoofyours

that’strendingonFB.

Me:that’sthelongstory,whydidn’tshecallme?

Lionel:Idon’tknow…whoarethosegirls?



Me:oneofthemisNkosinathi’sex,therestareher

friends.

Lionel:oh,nowthat’swherethelongstorycomesin.

Me:yep,butdon’tworryaboutme.I’llbebackin

classFriday.

Lionel:ukwazileuthengaubhakaatleast?

Me:ewebhutindimthengile.

Lionel:alrightke…uberightmanandyoudidwellby

notfightingback.

Me:sendirightkantibhuti.

Lionel:good,now…doyouwanttoseethispsycho?

Maybeyouhavesomequestionsforhim?

Me:Ido…but,canIseehimngeweekendorFriday

afternoonwhenIwon’tbeanxiousofgoingto

campusthefollowingday.AndIneedstrength,

ndiyamoyikamnalomntusomehowhe’snotthe

TakaAphiwethatIusedtoknowngoku.

Helaughed…



Lionel:alright…wehavealsocalledAsanda,she’ll

beflyinginFriday.

Me:youtoldhereverything?

Lionel:yes,everything.Shecouldn’tbelieveus.Or

didn’twanttobelieveus,andikhosure.

Me:it’sshock.Iwouldn’thavebelievedyounam

hadInotseenhimwithmyowntwoeyes.

Lionel:yeahwell…

Me:thankyoufortheupdatebhuti.

Lionel:sharp,seeyouFriday.

Me:sure.

Ididn’twannacallOnelekesoIjustletthethought

slide,ndatyaiiwingseziandwatchedseriesuntil

lateronintheafternoonwhenNkosinathiwokeup.

HecametothecouchIwason,andrestedhishead

onmythighs/laplookingupatmeorratheratthe

ceiling.



Me:youlookbetter.

Nkosinathi:whydidyouswitchoffmyphone?

Me:wantedyoutogetenoughsleep.

Nkosinathi:mh.

Ikissedthetipofhisnose,evenifhedidn’tsay

thankyouIknowIdidhimwellforswitchingoffhis

phone.Itdidn’tlooklikehehadbroughtitwithwhen

hecamedown.

Nkosinathi:whenareyouvisitingyourboyfriend?Or

isitsugardaddy?Orshouldwejustmaintainthe

brother-inlawpart?

Me:youknowyou’reinapositionwhereIcaneasily

strangleyou,right?

Nkosinathi:youwouldn’t.

Me:askthatquestiononceagain.



Hesmiled.

Me:thoughtasmuch.

Tshi!

Afterafewminuteshegotupanddraggedmeto

thekitchenbecausehewashungry.

Hecouldn’tgowarmukutyayedwa?Whilewatching

himIheardXunibarking,well,yelpingsoIwentto

checkoutwhatcouldbethereason.IlaughedasI

turnedbacktothekitchen…

Nkosinathi:ungxolelantoniuZuma?

Me:it’sXuniandhe’sbarkingatyourvisitor.

Nkosinathi:Ihaveavisitorandyoudidn’tletthem

in?

Me:youhaveyourgateremotenje.



Hereachedforitandpaused…turnedbacktolookat

me,Iwassmilingathim.

Nkosinathi:babywho’satthegate?

Me:yourgirlfriend.

Nkosinathi:mygirlfriend?

Inod,hewenttothedoorandsawSivuyiseehamba

yedwacarryingubhaka.Sheprobablycamestraight

herefromcampus.Shewavedathimandhejust

stoodtherenotknowingwhetherheshouldlether

inorclosethedoorandpretendlikeshe’snot

standingoutsidehisyard.

[06/26,14:47] :#Cassandra_40

Sivuyisedialedsomethingonherphoneandputit

inherear,unfortunatelyforherourboyfriendhad

lefthisphoneupstairs.



Me:thinkshe’stryingtocallyou.

Nkosinathi:Idon’tneedthisrightnow.

Me:letherin,I’lljustgoupstairs.

Helookedatme…

Me:shecamealltheway,obviouslyshe’sgot

somethingtosaysoletherin,hearherout.I’llgive

youprivacy.

Nkosinathi:we’vegotnothingtohidethough.

Me:Iwouldn’twanttopouroutmyhearttoanyman

infrontofawomanIhadjustharassedforthat

man.Don’tlethergothroughthatjusttoprovea

pointtome.

IpathimontheshoulderasItookhischipsandmy

phonethenIwalkedupthestairsleavingnotrace

ofmyexistenceinthelounge.Heletherin,not

becauseIaskedhimtobutbecausehewantedto.



Mendon’tdofavoursunlessit’sbeneficialtothem.

Wellmostmen.Ilayinhisbedandwenton

Facebooksearchingforthatvideoandiyibona.

Maybeshetookitdownafterhepaidheravisit

whileIwentshopping.Idon’tknow,butIcouldn’t

findit.

IwantedtocallOnelebutshewasprobablystillin

classsoIjustwentthroughmytimelinetopass

time.Myphonebeeped,itwasamessagefromsis

Asandaaskingwhatwouldbetherighttimetocall

mesoItextedherbackandtoldhertocallnowand

shedid.

Me:sisi?

Asanda:unjani?

Me:I’mokay,howareyoudoing?

Asanda:I’mgood.IthinilentoyakhonoS’thembele?

Me:intoyam?

Asanda:ewe.



Me:kutheniiyintoyamsisi?

Asanda:andithiuthiuyakufuna.

Me:haibosisi.

Asanda:I’mtryingtounderstandlentoyenzekayo

Cassandrasohelpmeouthere.Whatexactlyis

goingonbetweenthetwoofyou?Howlonghasit

beengoingon?WhenItoldya’llaboutthedivorce

werethosetearsofjoythatyou’llfinallyhavehim

alltoyourselfokanyenyhaniyouweresadbecause

mymarriagehasendedandmykidswouldbeliving

inseparatehousefromtheirdad?

Me:wow!

Asanda:I’mbeingashonestasIcan,Ineedclarity.

Me:Iunderstandyouneedclaritysisibutyou’re

askingthewrongperson,Ialsoneedclarityon

everything.

Asanda:ayinguwenakantioxeleleoobhutibakho

baufunwanguS’thembele?SowhoamIsupposed

toask?

Me:soamongstbeingtoldthattwoyearsagoIwas



abductedbythisguy,thathe’sbeendoingthisto

otherfemalestudents,thathetakesthemand

makesthemdrugmulesorsellsthemtohisfriends

outsidethecountry,thathe’sbeenstalkingmeand

makingmylifealivinghell,thathealmostkilledmy

boyfriend’ssisterandhusband,thatheburntdown

whereIwaslivingandnotjustmyflatbutthat

entirecompound…allyoucouldhearwasthat

nditheuyandifuna?Seriouslysisi?Seriously?

Asanda:ohnowyousuddenlyhaveaboyfriend?

Me:hayinibethuna!

Asanda:wherewasthisboyfriendwhenallofthis

washappening?WhyamIonlyhearingallofthis

now?

Me:whydoesitevenmattertoyou?You’renot

marriedtohimanymore.

Asanda:andyoucouldbeoneofthereasonswhy

I’mnot.

Ijustchuckled.



Orwait,didIchokeonmyownspit?

Icouldn’tbelievethatshewastakinghissideafter

alltheseyearsofbeingtreatedlikerubbish,shestill

chosehissideovermine.Icouldn’tbelievemyears.

Asanda:Iknowyou’remysisterandmaybeyou

wishedforthelifeIhadwheneveryouvisitedus

whenwewerestillmarriedbuttoaccusethefather

ofmychildrenofukuncwasaadeakuthengele

nezihlangu?CassandrandiyamaziuS’thembele

wasawomanizerbuthe’dneverstoopthatlow.For

youtoeveninsinuatethathe’sinvolvedinhuman

traffickingisbeyondme.HaymntakamamaIcan’t.

Me:Idon’tthinkIwanttocontinuewiththis

conversationanymoresisi.

Asanda:we’lltalkngomsobecauseIreallywantto

understand.

Me:sure.

Asanda:sharp.



Ihungup…haibousisi!

WhileIwasstillmeditatingonherchoiceofwords,I

sawthescreenonNkosinathi’sphonelightup.He

musthaveleftitchargingwhenhewokeupsoI

unpluggeditandswitcheditonandtomysurprise

therewasnosecuritycodewhatsoever.

Immediatelykwangenaiinotificationsformissed

callsandyes,hestillhadSivuyise’snumbersaved.

IjustwenttotheWhatsAppconversations…

honestly,therewasnothingtofind.Theyhadtruly

lastspokenkuWhatsApplastyearatthebeginning

ofJanuaryevennaloconversationwaslousyand

cold.TherewasnojuicesoIjustturnedthephone

offagainandputitwhereIfoundit.Afterafew

minuteshecameback,andsatnexttome…

Me:she’sgonealready?

Nkosinathi:she’sstillhere,wantstoseeyou.

Me:forwhat?

Nkosinathi:shewantstoapologizetoyou.



Me:tellherI’mgood.

Helookedatme,Ijustlaughedathim.

Me:hayndiserious,I’mgood.

Nkosinathi:baby.

Me:baby,tellherI’mgood.Shecankeepher

apologyforsomeonewhoneedsit.

Nkosinathi:Ithoughtwewerepeacefulpeople

though.

Me:shestabbedmybagthismorning,mybooks

scatteredonthefloor,herfriendstookavideoof

thatandposteditonFacebookandnowshecomes

herealonetoapologizetome?Haybaby,makenze

uFacebookliveaxolise.

Helaughed,threwmewithapillowandwalkedout.

AfterafewminutesIfollowed,Ijustwantedtosee

ifshewasstillthere.Theywerewalkingeachother



out…butNkosinathisawme.

Nkosinathi:ohhey.

Me:isyourgirlfriendgoneyet?

Honey,Icouldseeher.Shewas90percentoutof

thedoor.

Nkosinathi:she’shere,ndimbize?

Me:nah,I’mhereforfoodnother.

Shehadalreadyturnedandwalkedbackin.I

walkedstraightaheadtothekitchen.

Sivuyise:uhm,Cassandra.CanIhaveaword?

Me:ha.ababe.



Itookoutasideplate.

Sivuyise:please,Ijustwanttoapologizetoyou.I

knowIwaswrongforwhatIdidearlier.

Me:youknewwhatyouweredoingwhenyouwere

doingit,suactor.

Nkosinathi:baby,pleasegiveherachance.

Me:andinachanceguys,Idon’tmindya’llsorting

outyourissuesbecauseandingenindawobutifshe

wantstoapologizetomeshe’sgonnahavetopull

thesamestuntshepulledearliertoday.Onthereal.

Iresumedtowarmingupthefood…theyjuststood

there,Iputonthekettleandtookoutmycupand

lookedatthisguy.

Me:coffee?

Nkosinathi:teaplease.



Iputhiscupaswellthenwaitedforthewatertoboil,

playingwithmyphone.

Sivuyise:Iknowyoudon’twannahearthiskodwa

keI’msorry.

Me:youactuallydonothavetodothis,lomntu

um’actelayodoesn’treallycareaboutthisapology

thing,don’tbefooledormanipulatedbythatsexy

voice.Hedoesn’tcare.Trustmeonthat.

Sivuyise:I’mnotactingCassandraI’mreallysorry.

Me:youweren’tthismeekthismorning,youwere

loud,cheeky,violent.Wherewereyouhidingthis

sideofyou?

Shesighed.

IlookedatNkosinathi…

Me:didn’tyougivehermyanswer?

Hegavemeasternlookanddidn’tsayaword.



Me:youdidn’t,haike.Khaphanani…ifyou’regiving

heradrivecanIgiveyoumykeyformylaptop?

Sivuyise:he’snotgivingmeadrive.

Me:youdon’twanthimto?

Nkosinathi:ByebyeSivu…Babynxibaizihlangu

siyothathalelaptopkwangokuuyicingileyo.

Me:singahamba.

Helookedatmyfeet,Iignoredhim.SivuyiseandI

walkedoutfirst,Ihadadrumstickinmyhand.I

realizedthatmomentthatfoodmakesmepeaceful,

Iwasinthisunknownelementofpeaceandchill.

Shelookedbehindher,Ismiled,ourboyfriendwas

stillinsidethehouse.

Sivuyise:iyagezisanemntaseindoda?

Me:ah-ha,herecomestherealSivu.TheoneImet

earliertoday.

Sivuyise:wordofadvice,I’vebeenherebeforetoo.



Threadcarefully.

Me:ohsonowyou’veBEENhere,earlieronyou

saidyouAREhere.Whichiswhich?Siseey’phikwa

mantyimntakasomnci?

Shechuckled.

Sivuyise:hemaybegivingyoualltheattentionnow,

buyingyoualltheexpensivegiftsandevenbooking

weekendawaysbuthoneyuzokulahlauNkosinathi

ungazazinobaungubanitrustmeonthat,Iknow

himalltoowell.Kodwakeqhubanono,itshamba

lelakhoqhasizobesikhonakethina,watchingand

waiting.

Me:forsomeonewhowassaidtobejustaflingyou

musthavecaughtquitealotoffeelingsbutke

asinobasathini…Incaseyoudon’tknow;someofus

canactuallysurviveaph’ebominiwithoutmen.

Ulahlwayilechapakusozekudekundicuntsule

ingqondonjengaweandyoushouldtrustmeonthat,

I’dnevereverfightforaman.



Bendingaxakwangantonakusasa,uyimoshe

ngofakaindodaotherwiseI’dhavedealtwithyou

accordingly.

Nkosinathiopenedthecar,Ismiledandgotin.He

openedthegateforherandwatchedherwalkout

firstaswedroveoutbehindher.

Nkosinathi:you’remean.

Me:ndifanananixanidibene.

Nkosinathi:haikebaby.

Me:andingohahawenubaby,xanivanavanani

nodwanotnamokanyengam.

Nkosinathi:youcouldhavejustacceptedher

apologyevenifuyambonabashe’sjustacting.

Me:oh,uyambonanawebashe’sjustacting?

Nkosinathi:comeonnow,IknowSivuyise.

Me:alright.NdimlounguLOLwenu?Because

niyazananinasomanifakeuLOLinthemiddle?



Right.

Helaughed…

Nkosinathi:whatwereyoutalkingaboutpha

phandle?

Me:shewastellingmehowthey’regoingtowaitfor

thedayyou’regonnadumpmeibengathindishiywe

ziingqondo.

Heburstoutlaughing…

Nkosinathi:butIdidn’tdumpher,shedumpedme

becauseshewantedtofocusonherbooks.

Me:haike,Idon’tknowyourbusinessbhutiandit

doesn’tsoundinterestingatall.Shejustknowsthat

onedayyou’regonnadumpmyarrogantassqha.

Nkosinathi:soshereallywasacting,yonkelento

ebezoyenzaaphawasjustanact?



Me:I’mworriedaboutyoushame.Ireallyam.

Hewasstilllaughing…

Hefoundallofthisamusing.

Typicalgendertendencies.

[06/26,14:47] :#Cassandra_41

Wegottomyplace,Itookoutmybelongingsfrom

hisbootandjustleftthemonmybedasItookthe

laptopandwedrovebacktohisplace.Iquickly

editedandsenttheassignmenttomylecturer...He

wasbusyinhisstudy,givingmespacetomaybedo

myworkinpeace.

AfterIwasdone,bekungonayonkelentoisinkayo(it

wasonlynowthateverythingwassinking)intomy

mind.Likeyonkelento(everything)...Especiallythe

Sivuyisepart,ifhesaidhe'sdealtwithher,whydid

shecomealltheway?HedidgotohermoswhenI



waswasshoppingsowhydidshecomehere?I

waseitherparanoidorsomeonewasnottellingthe

truthhere...

Iwalkedbarefoottowherehewasworkingndafika

ebusyyicall,Iwaitedstandingbythedooruntilhe

wasdone.

Nkosinathi:what'sup?

Me:ifyouhavedealtwithSivuyiseearlierwhenI

wasdoingmyshopping,whydidshecomehere?

Nkosinathi:andwhyarewebringingthisupngoku

(now)?

Me:ndcelaundiphenduletorho.(pleaseanswerme)

Nkosinathi:shecameheretoexplainwhyshedid

whatshedidtoyouandapologize.

Me:kantiwhydidn'tsheexplainthatwhenyouwent

toseeher?

Nkosinathi:Idon'tknow...Maybeshewastoo



embarrassed?Idon'tknow.

Me:usamthanda?(doyoustillloveher?)

Nkosinathi:huh?(what?)

Me:usamthandana?(doyoustillloveher?)

Nkosinathi:babyno,where'sthiscomingfromnow?

Me:yousaidshebrokeupwithyou,nottheother

wayround.Soifshebrokeupwithyouusamthanda

thenit'spossiblethatyoucouldstillloveher

nangoku.Right?

Hegotupfromwherehesat,behindthedeskand

cametoholdmyhands.

Nkosinathi:ndithandawena.(Iloveyou)

Me:there'sjustsomethingyazi...WhenIwas

talkingtoherphandleshewouldsaysomethingand

sayuyakwaziandnawengokubesithethaunento

ethethaithiUyamazi.(WhenIwastalkingtoher

outsideshewouldsaysomethingandsayshe



knowsyou,youtoowhenweweretalkingyou'dsay

somethingandsayyouknowher)

Nkosinathi:sheknowsme,Iknowher.Wedated,

remember?

Me:ya'llstillhaveunfinishedbusinessandIfeel

likeI'mthestupidoneinthiswholething.

Nkosinathi:you'rejustblowingthisoutof

proportionngokubaby,there'sreallynoreasonfor

this.

Me:okay.

Iletgoofhishandsandwalkedintohisroom,he

followedme.Iwasstandingbythewindow.Iturned

andlookedathim,myhandonthehip.

Nkosinathi:babythere'snoth-

Me:didyouguyslikeeverbreakupmanyhani?She

saidshewantedabreakbecauseshewantedto

focusonschool...That'snotbreakingup,soin

actualfact,she'sright.You'restillherboyfriend.



Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:whyamIsonaivethough?

Hejustlookedatme...

Imovedfromthewindowandwenttositdownon

theedgeofthebed.Iheardmyphonevibrating,I

checkedwhothecallerwasandsuddenlyfeltover-

emotional.Icouldn'tdealwithSisAsandarightnow.

Shehadsaidenoughalready...Nkosinathigrabbed

myphoneandansweredit,thengaveittome.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Ishookmyhead,hetoldhertocallmebacklater

andshewasn'thavingitsohegaveittomeagain,I

sawthatshewasstillontheline.Itookthephone

andhungup.Itookadeepbreath,closingmyeyes

butasIreleasedit,tearscameflowingdownthe

sides.IthinkIwasjusthavingabreakdown

becauseofeverythingthatI'vebeengoingthrough...



Nkosinathi:pleasedon'tcry.

Me:doyoustillloveher?

Nkosinathi:nobaby,no.

Hesatnexttome,huggingmesoIcriedontohis

shoulder.

Nkosinathi:you'vegottobelieveme.Please.

Me:it'shardto.

Nkosinathi:why?I'venevergivenyouanyreason

nottobelieveme.

Me:yousaidyoudealtwithher,whythendidshe

comehere?WhatwouldhavetranspiredifIwasn't

here?

Ilookedupathim...

Me:WhatdidyoutwoeventalkaboutwhileIwas



uphere?Didyoueventalk?

Nkosinathi:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay

kengoku,yousaidIshouldletherin,yougaveus

space.ItoldyouIhadnothingtohide.

Me:Iwasn'tthinking.

Nkosinathi:you'renotthinkingnow.

Me:ohndiphambeneneh?

Nkosinathi:that'snotwhatI'msaying.

Me:thenwhatareyousaying?

Nkosinathi:allI'msayingistha-

Me:youknowwhat?Idon'twannaknow.

Igotinbed,andcoveredmyheadballingmyeyes

out.Hegotinandhuggedmetightallowingmeto

cry,ndilalelekulonto(Ifellasleepcrying)andwhen

Iwokeuphewasn'tthere.Ilookedatmyphone,I

hadfourmissedcallsfromAsanda,threefromSiki,

fourfromCindyandtwofromOnele.Therestwere

frombothmybrothers,Ididn'tcallanyofthembut



insteadIturnedmyphoneoffandjustsatthere.

HowcouldusisiimplythatIwasjealousofher?

HowoldwasIthelasttimeIvisitedthem?How

couldshethinklikethatngamofallpeople?I

wouldn'tbehurtyintoeyenziwanguNkosinathi

morethanyintoeyenziwangumntuwasekhaya,

honestlyspeaking,myfamilycomesfirstin

everythingsoforhertosaythosethingskum?It

hurt.Iwashurt...YesngalamzuzuIdidn'tcare

aboutanythingshewassayingIwasjustshocked

butthemomenteverythingstartedsinkingin,I

realizedthatshereallychoseherexhusbandover

herownsister.Thathurt.Thatshithurtmorethan

thepossibilityofNkosinathibeinginlovewith

Sivuyiseortheotherwayround.Itcutdeep asif

hecouldhearmythoughts,hewalkedin...

Nkosinathi:hey,you'reup.

Iwipedoffmytears,notlookingathim.

Nkosinathi:youmustbehungry.

Me:canIaskyousomething?



Nkosinathi:sure.

Hecametositnexttome.

Me:Iknowthatyouuhmloveme,butuhm,Ijust

wannaknow...Givenanopportunitytochoose,

wouldyoutakeherback?

Nkosinathi:who?

Ilookedathim.

HeknewwhoIwasreferringtoalright.

Nkosinathi:babydon'tdothistoyourself.

Me:isthatyouranswer?

Nkosinathi:therewouldn'tbeaneedformeto

choose,Cassandrayou'reeverythingI'vebeen

lookingfor,Ifoundyou,youfoundmeand

ndiyakuthanda.Iknowloveisn'talwaysenough



henceI'vemademyintentionsngaweclear,Iwant

tomarryyou.Iwantustohaveaproperfamily,I'd

dothatnow,butIhavetogiveyouspaceforyouto

pursueyourdreamsaswell.That'stheolyreason

whyI'mnotonmywaytoyourdayrightnow.

Iwipedatear...

Heliftedmychinandwipedmytearskissingmeon

thecheeksandforehead.Iwantedtosmilebutmy

facemuscleswouldn'tletme.

Nkosinathi:ithurtsseeingyoulikethis,ithurts

seeingyourtears.Pleasestopthisndiyakucela

babe.

Me:ithurtsmethinkingthatallthistimeImight

havebeendribbled.

Nkosinathi:dri-what?

Me:dribbled.Iknowwhatyousaid,butIjustcan't

shakeoffthisfeelingIhave.

Nkosinathi:babyI'dneverdribbleyou.Please



believethat.

Me:don'tallmensaythat?

Nkosinathi:I'mnotallmen...YaziIfeellikethere's

moretothisthanthisSivuissue.Whatexactlyis

goingon?

Me:pleasestopshorteninghername,forsome

reasonitfeelslikeuyamteketisa.

Hesighed...

Nkosinathi:okay,sorry.Sotalktome,what'sreally

goingon?

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Nkosinathi:Iunderstandthatyouaregoingthrough

alot,yourflatjustgotburnt,youhadtomoveand

startfromscratch.Youjustfoundoutthatyour

brotherinlawisactuallythemanbehindeverything,



andthenasifthatwasn'tenough,Sivuyise

happened.It'ssafetosaythatyou'regoingthrough

someemotionaldifficultiesrightnowbutplease

donteverdoubtmyloveforyou.Ever.

Ididn'trespond,insteadtearswerejustcomingout

ofmyeyes.

Nkosinathi:ifthere'sanythingyouwantmetodoto

provethatakusekhontoindidibanisanoSivuyise

pleasesayit,I'lldoit.Anythingbaby.

Ijustcleanedmyfaceinsilence.

Me:mysisteracusesmeofbeingjealousofherlife,

shedoesn'twanttohearthatherhusbandis

actuallyapsychopath.

Nkosinathi:I'msorry.

Me:notassorryasIam...Imean,myownsister



choosesherpsychoticex-husbandoverherown

sister.

Nkosinathi:justgivehertime,she'sstillshocked.

Me:I'mstillshockedtoo,I'mstillhurt,I'mstillangry

butyoudon'tseemeinsultingpeople.

Hekeptquiet...

Me:maybeIshouldjustgotomyflat.

Nkosinathi:haikengoku.

Me:I'mnotgoodcompany,I'mamess,I'mmaking

yourproblemsmine.

Nkosinathi:you'remymess,andyou'renotgoing

anywhere.

Ihadthishugelumpinmythroat,ndibangaginya

ayimnkitubutinsteaditwasgrowingbigger.I

jumpedoffthebedandrantothebathroom,

ndaselaamanziandlookedatthemirror.Hegave



meaminutethencameknockingonthedoor...

Nkosinathi:isitsafetocomein?

IwantedtolaughathimbutIjustopenedthedoor

andsmiledathim...

Me:uyaphi?

Nkosinathi:haymfondiniiyanditraumatizerlento

uyenzayo.

Iwalkedoutndamshiyaemephaya.

Me:yousaidsomethingaboutbeinghungry.

Nkosinathi:ewemasiyotya.

Me:sotyantoni?

Nkosinathi:Icooked.



Ipaused...

Me:youcooked?

Nkosinathi:ewebaby,Icooked.

Me:doesyoursisterknowthatyoucanactually

cook?

Nkosinathi:sheknowsbutkalokundizophekela

mnanabani?

Hewasright.

Sometimesakumnangautyauhleliwedwa.Wewent

downstairs,heplatedupandservedme.Lobhuti

cooked ohmyword,muttonstewwithflavored

riceandroastedveggies.

Me:thankyou.Smellsasgoodasitlooks.

Nkosinathi:we'renotincompetitionkebaby,Iknow

youcookdeliciousfood.



Me:I'mnotcompetingtu.

Weatemakingsmallconversationovernonsense.

WhenweweredoneeatingIwashedtheplatesand

hedishedupdessert,mymouthwateredatthe

smellofchocolate.Aftersometimesincokolahe

broughtbacktheoldconversation...

Nkosinathi:Ispoketoourfamilydoctor,hesays

he'llbeavailableforahousecallnextweekSaturday.

Me:ohokay.

Nkosinathi:so,shouldIconfirm?

Me:sure,whynot?

Nkosinathi:Thankyou.

Mysistercalledagain...

Irejectedthecallandtheotheronecalled,Irejected

ittoo.TheywereprobablytogetherandIdidn'thave

theenergytobeattackedbytwogrownwomen



overamantwoifnotthreetimesmyage.

Nkosinathi:andthat?

Me:mysisters.

Nkosinathi:maybetheywanttoapologize?

Me:hm...I'vehadabaddayalready,allIneedisa

goodnightrestforclasstomorrowandsome

energyforKhiro.

Nkosinathi:doyouwantmetotagalongxausiya?

Me:ifyou'renotbusy...ButI'msureI'llbefinewith

mybrothersthere.Don'tworryaboutit.

Nkosinathi:okay...I'lldropyouoffandleavethen,

but,callmeifyoursisterstartsactingupagain.

Ismiled...

Me:enkosi.And,I'msorryforearlier.

Nkosinathi:it'scool...I'mactuallygladthatthere's

somesenseofentitlementaboutthisrelationship



somewhereinyou.Lentoyakhoyongathiyoudon't

cariyandoyikisasometimes.

Ilaughedoutloud...

Nkosinathi:atsomepointIthoughtyonkintoyijoke

kuwe,buttodayndikubonilebayoucaretoodeep.

AndIlikethat.

Me:andyouthinkyou'vefoundmyweakpoint?

Nkosinathi:nope,yourweakpointislove.Youlove

witheverythinginyouandthat'swhyyouareafraid

ofgettinghurt,uyayaziitwilltaketimeforyouto

healandtrustagain.

Me:haywehfakhen,shutup!

Nkosinathi:ufakhenndimngoku?

Hewaslaughingsohard,Iwatchedhimsmiling.

HislaughterdidthingstomyheartthatIcouldn't

explain...Hislaughterwarmedmyinsides.



Nkosinathi:whydoyoudothat?

Me:what?

Nkosinathi:that,thatsmile.Wheneverwe're

laughingyoustoplaughingandjustsmileatme.

Me:ndiyakuthandakaloku.

Nkosinathi:it'sbeautifulbaby,butit'screepyatthe

sametime.

Me:aw'qhelanganyhaniuthandwawena.

HethrewmewithapillowandIcaughtitandthrew

itbackbutheduckedandfellontheothersideof

thecouch.

[06/26,14:47] :#Cassandra_42

Afterwehadthemealwewentupstairsand

cuddled.

Me:odlulakwayoyonkelentoI’lltakeXuni.



Nkosinathi:please,feelslikeIhaveasonthatI

shouldfeedandchangeoko.

Ilaughedathim.

Nkosinathi:Iboughthimproperfoodyazi,forgotto

tellyou.

Me:thankyou.

Hisphonerang…heansweredandspokefora

whilethenputthephoneonmyear.

Steve:Cassandra?

Me:bhuti?

Steve:whathappenedtoyourphone?

Me:IthinkImighthaveswitchedifoff.

Steve:yourmotherislookingforyoukeyoubetter

switchitbackon.



Me:okay.Enkosi.

Steve:whenlastdidyouspeaktoyoursisters?

Me:earliertoday.

Steve:bayezabonkekengomso(They’reallcoming

overtomorrow).Asandatoldeverybodyaboutthis.

Me:urightwethubhuti,bekungekhontobendiyifihla

(It’scool,Iwasn’thidinganything)besides

protectingeveryonefromthisguyandSisAsanda

thinksIactuallyenjoyedyonkelento.ApparentlyI

musthavealwaysbeenjealousofherlifeallthis

time.

Steve:shedidnotsaythat,pleasetellmeshedidn’t.

Me:Iwish.Butit’scool,I’llseethemwhenIsee

them.

Steve:tchinithenerve!

Hehungup…IhandedNkosinathibackhisphone.

Ireachedoutformine,switcheditbackonand

calledmom.Andyes,theyhadtoldherof



everythingsoobviouslyshewasshoutingatme

becauseoftheversiontheyhadtoldher,nowIhad

toretellthestoryasithadtranspired.Sherecalled

myhatredtowardsLisakhanyaapparentlydad

informedherandshehadseenthatwehaddrifted

apartcozuLisaebesaziwaekhayasincehigh-

school.Afteraverylongchatwiththemother,I

realizedthatNkosinathihadfallenasleep,pulleda

fleeceoverhimandwalkedout.Theconversation

withmymomforcedmetomakethingsrightwith

Lisa…yessheunderstoodmyangertowardsher

butshestillwantedmetomakepeacesayingthat

theLisathatweallknowwouldn’thavesoldmeout

justlikethat.Theremusthavebeenavalidreason

andtheonlywaytofindoutwasformetoopenfor

her.

Isatonthecouch,tookadeepbreathandcalled

Lisa…sheanswered.

Lisa:hello?



Me:canyoutalk?

Lisa:Cass,sure.What’sup?

Me:Iuhm,Iwantedustotalkaboutthiswholething

thathappenedngalaminieclubini(thatdayatthe

club).Obviouslywewon’tuhm,godeeperintothe

littledetailsbutIjustwanttoknowwhathappened.

Whydidyoudoguyswhatyoudid?

Shesighed…

Lisa:whyarewegoingbacktherenowonly?It’s

beentwoyearsCass.

Me:Iwanttobeabletoforgiveyouandmoveon,

andIcan’t.NotuntilIunderstandwhathappened.

Lisa:youcan’tforgiveme?Quehadgotthebothof

us,whyaremakingthisasifI’mtheonewhosold

youguysout?

Me:Quewasyourfriendandroommate,you

introducedmetoher,whenSisiphoandIneeded

helpyoudidn’tevenbother.EvenwhenIreturned,



youdidn’tbother.Why?

Lisa:I’msorry,butItriedreachingoutandyou

pushedmeaway.

Me:kudalawatshobra,nowIwannaknowwhy.

Lisa:Okayfine…SouhmQuehadcomethroughfor

mepreviouslywhenIcouldn’taffordsomethings,

andshehadpromisedtodomoreifIjuststickwith

her.Whenyouguyswentoff,shesaidtomethat

shehadhookedyouupwithaboyfriendsoIrelaxed.

Aswewerestillhavingfunmyphonewasmaking

noisesasyouguysweresendingusmessagesso

shetookitandswitcheditoff.Tocutthestory

short,IIcouldn’thelpyouwhenyoureturned

becauseIhadsleptwithoneoftheguysandthey

hadmadeavideoofthat,threateningtoleakitinto

lawebsiteyaseskolwenishouldIbefoundnearyou

soobviouslyIdidnotwantthattohappen.

Me:youhadsexwithumntuongamaziyoLisa?(a

stranger?)

Lisa:Iwasintoxicatedokay?

Me:butyouknowbetter.



Lisa:areyougonnajudgemenow?ShouldIstop

talking?

Okay…ndathula.

Lisa:souhm,aftersometimeIrealizedthatIwas

pregnantsoIcontactedtheguyandhesaidI

shouldabortbecausehe’sgotenoughkidstofeed,

andIdidn’twanttodothatbecauseforone,Iwas

scaredformyhealth,we’veheardmanyscary

abortionstoriesandtheaftereffects.Hesentme

abouteightgrandtogoandabort,Isaveduplamali

andsaidIaborted,afterthreemonthsQuetoldhim

thatIdidn’tsohecamelookingforme,tookmeto

thisotherdoctorinMiddleburgandremovedthe

baby.IspenttwomonthsinMiddleburgbecauseI

becamesickaftertheabortion,camebackto

schoolngelaxeshalamapolisawhowere

investigatingaboutooSisiphoandtherestofthe

girlswhowentmissing.

Me:ifyouwantedtodorightwhyungazange



uthethethattime?

Lisa:Ihadfoundoutthatwhentheyweredoingthe

abortionprocedure,theyhadactuallyinserteda

chipinmyarm.TheywereabletoheareverythingI

say,trackmymovementswiththechip.Ezantoze

moviesman.

Me:you’reusingpasttense.

Lisa:yes…beginningoflastyearndiyendane

boyfriendfromMalawi,Bomani.Itoldhim

everythingthatIhadgonethroughandthatIwas

goingthroughwhenImethim,heactually

discoveredthechipkwabanyeabantwanathathe

hadmetbeforesohetookmetohisfriendin

Pretoria,theydidthechecksandfounditthenthey

removedit.

Me:andjustlikethat,youwerefree?

Lisa:no,wecameupwithaplantouhm,ufakala

chipkuQue.Iwon’tgointodetailbuttheplan

worked,that’sactuallywhatplayedthemajorrolein

herarrest.

Me:Isee.



Lisa:eveninthoseshoesthatyougaveme…we

foundatrackingdevice.

Me:Iknow.

Lisa:youtrappedme.

Me:feltgoodyazi?

Lisa:wow!

Me:doyoublameme?

Lisa:actually,Idon’t.Butbro,canwemakepeace

now?Please.Andikakwaziukuchaelaoomamawhy

ungasayianymore,andizazindizoyiqalangaphi.(I

can’tevenexplaintomyparentswhyyoudon’tgo

thereanymore,Idon’tknowwheretostart)

Me:thisisusmakingpeace,myentirefamilyknows

ngalentoandIsuggestnaweuzameuyichaza

kokwenuevenifyoudon’tgointodetail.ButIdo

knowyou’vetoldKwakhanya.

Lisa:whydoyousaythat?

Me:I’veseenher,she’sgotsomeattitudetowards

me.Idowonderthoughwhatexactlydidyoutellher.



Shekeptquiet…

Me:I’mgoingtoseeKhirotomorrow.

Lisa:what?Areyouinsane?CassandraAreyou

crazy?

Me:no,I’mnotinsanenoramIcrazy.Iwant

answers.

Lisa:maybeyouhaveadeathwish.

Me:maybeyoushouldcomewithyazi…maybe,we

canfinallygetclosureyayoyonkelemess.

Lisa:nothankyouI’mgood.Imightneverhave

childreninmylifebecauseofthatabortionsoI

don’teverwanttoseethatman.

Me:wait,heimpregnatedyou?Khiro?

Lisa:eweCassandra!Whendidyoubecomeso

slow?

Me:ohmyGod!Yousleptwithhim?Heisthe

strangerthatyousleptwith?



Shedidn’tanswer…

Me:Didyouknowthathe’smysister’sex-husband?

Lisa:who?

Me:Khiro.He’ssisAsanda’sex-husband.

Lisa:soze!SozeCassandrasoze.(Never!Never

Cassandranever.

Me:he’smynephews’father,myex-brother-in-law.

Lisa:ohmyGod!No.

Me:seewhyIwantanswerskengoku?

Shedidn’tansweragain…

Me:ifuyafunaukuyapleaseinformmeontimeso

thatwecanpickyouup.

Lisa:okay...I’mnotpromisinganything,butI’llthink

aboutit.

Me:noprob,andthankyoufortellingmeezizinto,



maybenyhaniaftertomorrowIcanfinallyputthis

wholethingbehindme.

Lisa:yeah,metoo.

Me:okaybyenow.

Lisa:thankyouforcallingchomi.Reallymeansan

entireworld.

Ismiledandhungup.

Idecidedtocheckonmypuppy,hadn’tfedhimina

while.IlookedforthefoodNkosinathisaidhehad

boughtforhim,gotwateraswellandwentoutside

tofeedhim.ItwascoldoutsidebutIcouldn’tbring

Xuni’skennelindoors,atleasthehadablanketto

snuggleon.Iwalkedbackinsideandwentbackto

bed,Ididsleepngokubendikhendanebreakdown

eminisonowIhadnosleepleftinme.Iwatched

himsleepforanhour,two,threethenIdecidedto

wakehimup.

Hejustlookedatme…



Me:wakeup.

Thenheclosedhiseyes…Ibitthecornersofhislips,

kissedhischinandeventriedticklinghimbuthe

wasnotbudging.Istoppedandlookedathim,he

openedhiseyesandsmiled.

Me:you’reenjoyingthis,right?

Nkosinathi:Ididn’tdisturbyoursleepearlier.

Me:butyou’vebeenasleepforthreehoursifnot

more.

Nkosinathi:Ididn’tdisturbyoursleep.

Me:ngenaezingubenike.(Atleastgetunderthe

covers)

Hetookawholeminutetogetup,undressandget

undertheblankets.

Guesshewasn’tshoweringtoday.



Ididthesameandgotnexttohim,hissistercalled

sayingthere’sabreak-inattheirparents’house.

Thewayhejumpedupthebedandstartedgetting

dressed.Isatupandwatchedhim,hewenttohis

walk-incloset,IheardizintoeziwayobutIdidn’t

wannagonearhim.Hisphonerangagain,Asenathi

sonowIgotoffthebedandwenttogiveittohim.

[06/26,14:47] :#Cassandra_43

OnceIwalkedinthere,Irealizedthatthiscloset

actuallyhadrooms!ThisMFclosethadchambers!

Andthethoughtthathewassomewhereinthere

sentchillsupmyspine.NowbecauseIdidn’twant

togofurtherinthereIwalkedbackoutand

answeredthephone…

Me:hiAse,ndcelaubambehe’ssomewhereinhis

closet.(Pleasehold)

Asenathi:awandibizakamnandi,mamela,



zumxeleleuNathiubhut’Nkosephayaanduthiakho

monakalosohecanrelax.(Pleasetellhimthatthe

bigbrotherisalreadythereandheconfirmsthatno

harmwasdone)

Me:oh-kay.

Asenathi:he’lltellyoueverything.

Me:okaysure.

Hereturnedfullydressedandsawhisphoneinmy

hand…

Hedidn’tsayanythingbutIsawthelookinhiseyes,

ithadquestions.

Me:yoursistersaysthatubhut’Nkosephayaand

akhomonakalosoyoucanrelax.

Nkosinathi:oh…thatwasfast.

Hetookthephoneandcalledhisbrother.



Igavehimspace…

Helatercamedownwithmyshoesandhishoodie

towear.Ididn’taskquestions,Ijustworetheshoes

andfollowedhimwhilegettingintohishoodie.He

lockedhishouseanddroveoutinsilence…after

abouttwohoursofdriving,andawholelotofphone

callsfromhissiblings,Idecidedtoaskhim…

Me:what’sgoingon?

Nkosinathi:therewasabreak-inendlini.(Athome)

Me:sosiyakokwenungoku?(Sowe’regoingthere?)

Henod…afterasecondhelookedatme.

Nkosinathi:Ididn’twannaleaveyoualone

ndingazaziukubandizobuyawhattime.I’lltryforus

nottostaylongissinceyouhaveaclassinthe

morning.(NotknowingwhattimeI’llbeback)

Me:cool…sowho’sthisotherNko?



Nkosinathi:Nkos’ehlanga,myelderbrotherfrom

dad’sfirstmarriage.

Me:ohokay.

Thenwedroveinsilenceagain.

Ididn’twannaaskmorequestions,heseemedtobe

understressbutIwasalsostressingbecauseI’m

abouttomeethisfamilyundersuchcircumstances.

ThatwasstressfulonitsownbutIwasn’tgonna

saythatnow.Wedroveintohishomestead,butasI

lookedaroundIcouldn’tseenotevenonecar.We

parkedandwenttothemaindoor,heknockedbut

therewasnoanswer,hetriedtheknobandthedoor

opened.Heheldmyhandashewalkedinslowly.

Therewasnoone…maybehewantedtoseethatfor

himself?Buthello?Thehousewasempty.

Hetookouthisphoneandcalledhisbrother…

#Nkosinathi’sPOV



SoAsenathicalledtotellmethattherewasabreak-

inendlini,shecalledagainqhawathethano

Cassandrawhothentoldmethatutheubrother

wamtherewasnoharmdone.ButIstillwantedto

gocheckthehouseout.Whenwegotthere…the

housewasempty,Icalledhimjusttofindoutwhere

theywereandwhattheyweredoingwhereverthey

were.

TaNko:Nkosinathi?

Me:Bro,niphi?(Where’severyone?)

TaNko:ndihambenabo…uphiwena?(Ileftwith

them,whereareyou?)

Me:ndilaphaendlini.Justgothere.(I’mhere,just

gothere)

TaNko:Didn’tAsenathitellyounottoworryaboutit?

Me:wellIcouldn’tjustnotworry,Ihadtocomeand

seethisformyself.

TaNko:youcancomekaloku…justbefast,umama



isabitshakeningaskeakhaw’lezealale.

Me:okay.Sharp.

IhungupandlookedatCassandra…

Cass:and?

Me:mybrothertookthemtohishouse,masambe.

Ilookedforthekeyinthekitchen,turnedoffthe

lightsandlocked.Wedroveinsilence,butIcould

feeltheanxietyfromubabyrubbingoffme.

Me:stopstressing.

Cass:I’mnotstressing.

Me:Icanfeelyoustressingbaby,relax.

Shesmiledandreleasedsomeshortbreaths.From

theretomybrothers’housewouldhavetakenusan



hourorso,butbecauseitwasalreadyevening,we

gottherewithin20minutes.Aswegotoutofthe

carIsawtheanxietyinhereyes,Iknewdeepdown

thatshewasn’treadytoseemyparentsyetbutI

didn’twanttoleaveheraloneaftereverythingthat

hashappened.Myparentswereapriorityyes,but

shewasalsoaprioritynow.Andwhenshe’satmy

placeshe’smyresponsibility.

Me:hey,comehere.

Iheldbothherhandsandkissedheronthelips.

Cass:dotheyknowaboutme?

Me:we’renothereforthatrightnow,andifthey

don’tlikeyouwhichIdon’tseewhytheyshouldn’t,

it’stheirloss.

Shenod…thatwaseitheranindicationthatwecan

goinORshewasjustplainlydismissingme.Either



way,wewalkeduptothedoorandknocked,the

doorwasopenedbymyniecewhojumpedatme

foranembrace,aminutelatershesawthatIwasn’t

alonethensheextendedahandtogreetmyguest.

Wefollowedhertothelounge…

Me:molweni.(Goodevening)

TaNko:hey,thatwasfast.

Me:utheImustbefastmfondini.

Wehugged,hehuggedCassandraandofferedhera

seat.

Me:baphi?(Wherearethey?)

TaNko:secondroomonyourright.

Igotupandwenttocheckonmyparentsleaving

mybrotherwithmygirlfriend,whenIgottothe

roommysisterin-lawwascomingoutwithatray.



WebrieflygreetedthenIwalkedin.momwas

alreadyinbed,dadsatnexttoher…

Me:Dambuza.

Dad:kwedini,tyhiniukhaw’lezilekwekwe.Yazi

bendingekhakucingi.(Youngman,thatwasfast.I

didn’texpectyouyet)

Me:hay,kuyahambekanoko.(Theroadsareclear)

Dad:oohhaike,urightkodwa.(ohokay,howare

you?)

Me:ndirightxhego…ndiyanibonanifreshnani.(I’m

alrightdad,Icanseeya’llarefreshaswell)

Helaughed…

Dad:sifreshmfondini,qhasothukile.(Wearefresh

boy,butweareshocked)

Me:kwenzekentoni?(Whathappened?)



Dad:heyandiyazi…bendisegaragemnandivenge

festileeyophukayonesikhalosikanyoko.(HeyIdo

notknow…IwasworkinginthegaragethenIheard

abreakingwindowandyourmom’scry)

Me:haibo.

Dad:whenIgotthereIsawtwofiguresalready

jumpingoffthefencesowecalledyourbrother,he

calledyouguys.Buthefirstinspectedandsaw

nothingtoworryaboutthenhesuggestedwecome

heresinceyourmotherisabitshaken.

Me:Isee…isshesleeping?

Dad:shejusthadpainkillers,allowhertosleep.You

cancomebackinthemorningifyou’renotbusy.

Me:I’llcomeback,caneverbetoobusy.

Dad:andyourCanadatrip?Whathappened?

Me:it’sstillon,don’tworryaboutit.

Nkos’ehlangawalkedinandsatonhisownchair…



Dad:urightmfondini?(Areyoualright?)

TaNko:I’mgoodtaima,uleleumama?(I’mgood

dad,ismomasleep?

Me:yeah.

TaNko:sheneedstoseeadoctortomorrow.

Me:I’llcallherdoctorforahousecallifyoudon’t

mind.

TaNko:that’llbegreat,I’lltakeadayoff.

Me:usure?I’mnottoobusyIcanspendtheday

hereaswell.

TaNko:ndisure…youcancome,utataingathiune

summiteJoburg,okanyeujikilemfo’mkhulu?(I’m

sure…butyoucancome,Ithinkdadhasabusiness

summitinJo’burg,orhaveyoucancelledoldman?)

Dad:hayindiyahambamna,hlalanininanonyoko.

(NoI’mgoing,youtwostaywithyourmother)

Welaughedathim…



Dad:xaamadodaonkeomziezogadananaye

ngubaniozokwenzaimali?Hlalanibantabam,

nikhololontokakade.(Ifallthemeninthisfamily

aregoingtobeguardingherwho’sgoingtomake

money?Youstayherewithher,that’swhywegave

birthtoyouanyway)

Afterspendingsometimechattingwiththeoldman

wegavehimspace,itwasalreadylateandIhad

promisedtocomebackagaininthemorning.When

wegottotheloungemybrother’swife(Liyema)

wasmakingconversationwithCass,assoonaswe

walkedintheybothkeptquiet.

Me:andthen?

Liyema:andthenwhat?Hewethu,unqabelentoni?

(Whyareyouscarce?)

Iwenttositnexttomygirlfriend,nudginganelbow

intoherribsandshejustsmiled.It’ssoweirdthat



girlswillbecrazywhenalonewithyouandthen

startactingshyinthepresenceofyourfamily,

Cassandrawaslikeanewbornpuppynow,kodwa

hloboeliandigqagqaniselangalowhenit’sjustthe

twoofus.Shewasatotallydifferentperson.

Liyema:soyou’renotgonnaanswerme?

Me:Idon’tknowwhatyouwantmetosaythatI

didn’tsaylastweek.

Liyema:mmh,khasaziseke.(Introduceus)

TaNko:haibobaby,ngokusendinishiyenobabini

akhanincokole?(EvenafterIleftthetwoofyou

together,youstilldidn’ttalk?)

Liyema:babyyhima.Nkosinathi?

IlookedatCassandra…

IreallywantedtolaughatherfacebutinsteadI

tookherhandintomine,khendizenzeumntunam

otherwiseIcouldhavejustintroducedher

informallywithnoshowofaffectionwhatsoever



becauseI’dliketobelievewe’recoollikethat.

Me:babythat’smybigbrother,thisnosywomanis

Liyemahiswifeandthekidyousawwhenwe

walkedinistheirthirdborn.Theyhavefourkidsfor

now.

Liyema:sukuthifornow,we’redone.Finished.

Me:isthatrightbhuti?

TaNko:Idon’tknowaboutthat.

WealllaughedatthefaceLiyemagavehim.

Me:everybody,thisisCassandra,mygirlfriend.

TaNko:kuhleudesikubonekeCassandra,even

thoughweseeyouunderthesecircumstance.

Liyema:sowhencanweinviteyouforlunchsowe

cangettoknowyouproperly.

Me:haikeLiyema,don’t!



Liyema:andithethinawe.Cass?(I’mnottalkingto

you)

Cass:uhm,ndixhomekekekulobhutisisi.(I’m

dependentonthisguy)

Liyema:oohokay,usahambawena?(Areyoustill

going?)

Me:ndimngokuuwena?Liyemandingubhutikuwe

usayaziphofulonto?(Areyoutalkingtome?

Liyemashowsomerespect)

Liyema:ungubhuti?

Me:Liyema?

Shelaughed.

Liyema:areyoustillgoingtoCanada?That’sthe

questionathand.

Me:yesIhaveto,sowecanonlyrespondtothis

lunchthingwhenI’mback.

Liyema:fairenough.



Me:butwe’renotpromisinganything.

TaNko:whyamInotsurprised?

Igotup…

Me:beforeya’llstartwiththeemotionalblackmail,

masambebaby.

Wesaidourgoodbyesanddroveoff,shefellasleep

ontheway.Wokeherupwhenwegothomeand

shewalkedstraighttothebedroom.

[06/26,14:47] :#Cassandra_44

#Lisakhanya

Istillcouldn’tbelievethatCassandracalledtoask

aboutsomethingthathappenedtwoyearsago.It’s

beentwoyearsandshehadmadeitclearthatshe

wantsnothingtodowithmesowhynowallofa

sudden?Ontopofthat,shewantstoseeTaKhiro?



Yhu!

Iwascuriousthoughofwhathe’dsayifIwereto

rockupwithher,butIknewdeepdownthatIwasn’t

readytofacehimjustyet.Hebroughtbackdreadful

memories,thementionofhisnamesentshiversup

myspineyetIthoughtIhadfinallymovedon.It

tookmesessionsandsessionsofcounsellingfor

metoevenclosemyeyesandbeabletosleepat

nightafterthatabortionsaganowtorelive

everythingfromscratchjustbecausesheneeds

closure?Noooo!Shemustgofindherclosure

yedwa,I’mdone.Iamclosuremyselfwhenitcomes

tothatanimal.Kwakhanyamybigsistercalled…

Me:hey.

Khanya:hey,whydoyousounddown?

Me:IreceivedacallfromCassandra.

Khanya:whatdoesshewant?

Me:Idon’treallyknow,shesaidshewantedto



knoweverything,howithappened,whyInever

helpedthemoutwhentheysentsignals,everything

fromscratch.

Khanya:whenyouwantedtotellhershewasacting

allrighteous,whynow?

Me:shewantsclosureshesays.

Khanya:soyoumustnowre-liveallthatbullshit?

WhodoesCassandrathinksheis?Huh?

Isighed…unjenakeuKhanya.

Me:mntakadadcalmdown.

Khanya:haisuka!Nextthingshe’sgonnawantya’ll

togorevisitthosedemonsjustsoshecanfind

closure?

Me:shealreadydid,Irefused.

Khanya:shemustbecrazy!Doessheknowthehell

youwentthroughbecauseofthatman?Doesshe

evencarephofu?



Me:Khanyawebothknowitwasn’therfault,she

didn’tknow.Qaqambaistheculprithere.

Khanya:Lisa,Cassandraknowsyou,sheknewyou

beforeya’llwenttoPE,sheshouldhavegivenyou

thebenefitofdoubtoratleastallowedyouto

explainyourselfafterthatordealthatshealsowent

through.Sheshouldhavegivenyouachanceayeke

uzenzaiicequeenapha!(Stopbeinganicequeen)

Okaythatwentsouthveryfast…

IunderstoodwhereshewascomingfrombutthenI

alsounderstoodwhereCassandrawascoming

from,Imean,Ishouldhavedonesomethingwhen

theyweresendinguslocations.

#Nkosinathi

Shewentstraighttobed,itwasunderstandable

thoughbecauseshehadclassthefollowingday

andshehadthismeetingwithherbrotherswhichI



noticedwasstressingherout.Ididtrytoeasethe

tensionwhenitcomestothisKhiroissuebutthen…

anyway,Icalledthedoctorsincetheyoperateina

24hrcycleandbookedformom,unfortunatelythey

wouldn’tbeabletoattendtoahouse-callasthey

wereshortofdoctorssoImadeanarrangementto

takehertherefora10amappointment.AfterthatI

followedCassandraupthestairsandalsogotin

bed.Shehadhereyesclosedbutobviouslyshe

wasn’tasleep,Iwouldhavelovedtomakeloveto

herbutrightnowwouldbeinsensitive.Ithink.

MaybeIshouldwaitfortheweekend?Butwhatif

shewasnotgoingtocomeback,maybebecause

hersisterwascomingshe’dspendtheweekend

withher,tryandsolvetheseissuestheyhavengalo

Khirowakhona.Afterawhilesheopenedhereyes…

Me:hey…

Cass:hey…whyareyoustaringatme?

Me:canwetalk?

Cass:sure.



Me:babydoyoureallynottrustme?Likereally?Be

honest.

Cass:whydoyouask?

Me:thewayyouwerequestioningmeabout

Sivuyise.

Cass:Ijusthadtoask.ButI’msorryifthathurtyou.

Me:if?

Cass:okay,I’msorrymyquestionsaboutSivuyise

hurtyou.

Me:areyounowconvincedthatndithandawena

wedwa?(You’retheonlyoneIlove?)

Cass:fornowyes,butbabythesethingschangeas

timegoes.Ireallywouldn’tliketobehurtespecially

byyou.

Me:Iwouldn’thurtyouintentionallyCassandra,

believethat.

Cass:okay,Ibelieveyou.

Me:youdon’tbelieveme,you’reonlysayingthat

becauseyouthinkthat’swhatIwannahear.



Cass:haike.

Iwasn’tgunningforafightsoIletitslideeven

thoughwebothknewthatwasnotanapology,I

kissedthecrownofherhead…assheclosedher

eyesandweslept.InthemorningIwokeupfirst

andbathed,Ihadtodropheroffandrushtotake

mymothertothedoctor.WhenIwasdone,Iwoke

herup,whileshewasbathingImadethebedand

wentdownstairstomakeherbreakfast.Asenathi

called…

Me:hey,what’sup?

Asenathi:unjaniumama?

Me:she’sfine,it’sjustshock.Aren’tyouvisitingher

today?

Asenathi:Iam,IwannacookforhercozsisLiyema

ingathiebesithishe’sgoingtowork.

Me:okayke.Sharp.

Asenathi:Icalledkalokuyhima.



Me:oh.Sorry.

Asenathi:Sivucametoseeme.

Me:Ididn’tknowya’llwerefriends.

Asenathi:we’renotbutshewantsmetobegyouon

herbehalf…

Me:Asenathino,pleasedon’tdothis.Please.

Asenathi:mntaseIknowhowmuchyouloveduSivu,

youcannotjustoverlookthatngenxayalomntu

umtshawhomyoudon’tevenknow.Whomwedon’t

evenknow.

Me:Iactuallyappreciateyouusingpasttense

becausethat’sallinthepastnow,shehadherturn,

it’snowover.Canyouadvisehertomoveon?Or

begher,please.

Asenathi:shedidn’tactuallydumpyou,shejust

askedyoutogiveherspacesoshecouldfocuson

herstudies.Ithoughtyouunderstoodthatpart.

Me:Idon’thavetimeforthis.

Asenathi:whydoIfeellikeyouactuallystilldolove

herbutyou’reafraidofadmittingthatbecauseof



thenewgirl?

Me:Idon’tcarewhatyoufeellikeAsenathi,uyintoni

khonakwilovelifeyam?Youdidn’tevenlike

Sivuyiseandnowyou’rehereadvocatingforher?

Reallynow?

Asenathi:Idon’tlikeanyofyourgirlfriendsbecause

theyaregold-diggersbutIgrewtolikeherbecause

shecaredaboutyou.Amongstallthegirlsyou’ve

beenwithkweliBhayishe’stheonlyonewhodid

yourlaundry,cleanedyourhouse,cookedforyou

whenevershesleptover.Shetookgoodcareofyou

Nathi.

Me:shewantedto,nooneaskedher.

Asenathi:itwasherwayofshowingyouthatshe

caredandyoulovedherforthattoo,youenjoyed

beingtakencareoff.

Me:cared,good.AndIappreciatedherforthatall

thetime,nowmovingforwardw-

Asenathi:pleasethinkaboutthis,Itoldherabout

whathappenedathomeandshemightvisitmom

too.



Me:soyoucalledtotellmethatyouwillbevisiting

momwithmyex?

Asenathi:possiblefuturewife,maybe?

Me:voetsekuyeva!

Asenathi:haiboNathi!

Ihungup.

WhytheheavenswouldsheinviteSivuyisetogo

visitmymom?Why?Whatweretheyhopingto

achieve?Haikefokbonkeke!Ijustwarmedmilkfor

cereal,therewasnotimeforbaconandeggstuand

Iwasalreadyirritatedyilephonecall.Cassandra

camedown,dressedandreadytogo.Weatein

silence…shewasprobablystillsleepy,mymind

wasjustelsewhere.Whenweweredone,wewalked

tothecarandItookhertocampus.Shemusthave

noticedthatI’minasourmoodbecauseshedidn’t

sayawordalltheway,whichIappreciatedkakhulu

becauseIwasreallyinabadspace.Asshegotoff

thecar…



Me:whattimeshouldIpickyouup?

Cass:aren’tyouspendingthedaywithyourmother?

Me:I’monlytakinghertothedoctor,Asenathiand

mybrotherwillbetherewithherthewholeday.

Cass:Ithoughtyou’respendingthedaywithyour

familyasyousaidlastnightsoIwasgonnacallmy

brothertopickmeup,we’remeetingKhiroanyway.

Me:canIpickyouupanddropyouoff?Please?

Cass:okay.Bye.

Me:bye.

Shewalkedaway…

AsIwatchedherwalkingawayIsuddenlyfeltbad

thatIdidn’tevenkisshergoodbye,talkingabout

kissingwhenwasthelasttimeIactuallykissedher?

Argh!Therewasjusttoomuchgoingoninbothour

livesrightnow.Idroveuptomybrother’shouse,

andwhenIgotthere,momwasalreadyupand



waiting,herdaughterhadnotarrivedyetwhichwas

good.Mybrotheraccompaniedustothedoctor,it

wasjustshockandoldage…nothingmuchthenwe

wentoutforbreakfast.

Mom:hehNkosinathi?

TaNko:shu!

Me:mh,mama?

Allthreeofuslaughed,theonlytimeamotherwill

say“Hehbanban”iswhenaseriousquestionis

abouttobeasked.

Mom:utshataninimntanam?Umdalangokuhaibo?

(Whenareyougettingmarried?You’reoldenough

now)

Me:xandifumeneintombienokulungaukuba

ngumolokazanawakhonozala.(WhenIgettheright

girltobeyourdaughterin-lawmom)



Mom:yenjanileyokemntanam?(Andwhatkindis

thatmyson?)

Ichuckled…thiswasatrap.

TaNko:justpretendI’mnothere.

Mom:uLiyemauthiubuyenentombientlepha

endliniphezolo.(Liyemasaysyoucameabeautiful

girllastnight)

Me:uLiyemeunolwimi.(Liyemaisagossiper)

TaNko:Don’t!Don’tyoudaresaymywifeisa

gossiper.

Me:we’repretendingasifyou’renothere.Holdyour

peaceke.

Mom:whenamImeetingher?

Me:Idon’tknowyetnozala,it’sstilltheearlystages.

Mom:canshecook?

Me:yes.

Mom:dohousework?

Me:yes.



Mom:issheclean?Doesshehavegoodmanners?

Agoodcharacter?

Me:mostdefinitely.

Mom:doessherespectyou?Yourwork?Your

family?

TaNko:Ialsosawhermama,thewayhe’s

answeringshesoundslikeaminiLiyema.

Mom:YourwifeisnotagoodcookNkos’ehlanga

butasingxolingalonto,nowNkosinathi…uthiwhat

isthemainreasonwhywehaven’tmether?

Me:yhimamama,whatdidyousayaboutLiyema?

TaNko:mamachooseyourwordswisely,usayolala

kwamagaintonight.

Mom:ndithiuLiyemaebendiphethekakuhlekwakhe,

aw’vangandaw’nindikhumshe?

Yholomama!!!!!!

MybrotherandIjustburstoutlaughing,shewas

serious.Notevenacornerofhertoothout.
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Iwentstraighttomyfirstlecturefortheday,

bumpedontoSivu’sfriendsandtheyjustlaughed.

Okaythoughtweleftallofthatinhigh-school.I

wentformylessons,didalltherewastodoforthe

daythendecidedtoleaveclassanhourbeforethe

scheduledtime.Iwastiredman.Itookawalkto

WimpyforashakethenIcalledthisguytocome

fetchme…therewassomethingoffabouthimthis

morning,oritcouldhavebeenme?Idon’tknow,but

itlookedlikehewaspissedoff,forsomereason.

Thephonerangonceandhissisteranswered…

Asenathi:Nathi’sphonehello?

Me:hiAsenathi,ishebusy?

Asenathi:yesheis,canItakeamessage?

Me:noit’sfine,I’llcallhimlater.

Asenathi:hedidmentionthathe’sspendingtheday

withhismother,right?



Me:yeshedid.

Asenathi:butyouwerehopinghe’dstealaminute

foryoumaybe?

Me:nopenotatallsweetie,Iwasjustcheckingup

onhim.Sorrytobotheryou.

Asenathi:alrightkebabes.

Me:sharp.

Shehungup…

NowifIthoughtIwasinsanewhenIfeltsome

weirdnessfromNkosinathiearliertodaythenIwas

definitelynotinsaneaminuteago.Hissisterwas

soursoursour,Ididn’tevenhavetheenergytoask

whyshewascoldandrudetomeallofasuddenor

maybewhathappenedlastnighthadtriggeredallof

them?Buthewasfineathisbrother’shouse.Wow.

ItextedbothmybrothersandLionelcametofetch

methirtyminuteslater…thedrivetowheretheyhad

keptwasdaunting,hedidn’tmakemuch

conversationandIwassittingnexttohimsweating



justbythinkingwhatthehellamIgoingtosayto

Khiro?HowwillIfacehim?WherewillIgettheguts

toevenfacehim?AswenearedtheplaceIsaw

threefamiliarcars…

Me:havetheyseenhimyet?

Lionel:no,shesaysshewantstoseeyoufirst.

Me:howisshe?

Lionel:Idon’tknow…Ihaven’tspokentoher,but

Stevehas.

Me:kay.

Ibreathedout..hestoleasidelookatme.

Lionel:relax,akhontobazokwenzayonaxabedibene

nalandodakhe.(there'snothingtheycandotoyou,

herandthathusbandofhers)

Me:don’ttalklikethat,shewasmarriedtotheguy

soshe’sboundtonotbelieveus.



Lionel:usamthethelela?(you'restillmakingexcuses

forher?)

OkayIshutup.

Heparkedandwegotout,Sikisawusandcame

towardsus.Shedidn'tsayanything,shejustthrew

herarmsaroundmeandwept.Iwasdry,like,no

emotionkindadrysoIjusthuggedheruntilshe

calmeddown.

Siki:whydidn'tyousayanything?

Me:IthoughtIwasprotectingthefam.

Siki:we'resupposedtoprotectyou,nottheother

wayaround.

Me:Iknowsisi...Iwasn'tthinkingstraight,Ijustdid

whatIthoughtwouldberightatthatmoment.

Shehuggedmeagain...

Stevecameout,wehadashortconversationwith



himthenhewalkedusinside.Asandawasnowhere

tobeseensoIalsodidn'taskherwhereabouts.We

gotintothisroomandKhirowasallalone...No

gingeronsight.Aswewalkedin,helookedupandI

sawhisfacecoveredinshame.

Steve:shouldweleavethetwoofyou?Hesaidhe

won'ttalkunlesswegiveyouguysprivacy.

Me:andyoutrusthim?

Steve:he'sbound,there'snothinghecandotoyou.

Me:where'ssisAsanda?

Steve:inhercaroutside.

Me:pleasecallher,shemustbeherewhenhetalks.

Steve:usure?

Me:ewebhuti.

Steve:whatifhetwistshisstorywhileshe'shere

andmakesyouthebadguy?

Me:pleasegetusisitorhobhuti.



Steve:okay.Ifthat'swhatyouwant.

HewalkedoutandcamebackwithAsanda,she

didn'tevengreetme.Therestofthemwalkedout,

Lionelcametowhisperthatthey'llbestandingright

outsidethisroom'sdoorsoifanythinghappensI

mustjustshout.IgavehimmyphonebecauseI

expectedLisatocallandaskustopickherup,I

alsoexpectedNkosinathitocallwhenhe'scoming

topickmeupfromcampusaswehadagreedwhen

hedroppedmeoffinthemorning.Unlesshissister

toldhimotherwisebutIdidn'tsaymuchtoher

thoughjudgingbyherattitudeIwouldn'tbe

surprisedifshetwistedsomethingforhim.Asanda

stoodtherefoldingherarms,Itookaseatandsata

shortdistancefromtheguy.

Khiro:Ididn'tthinkyou'dbeflatteredseeingmelike

this.

Me:areyoutalkingtomeoryourwife?

Khiro:youmeanex-wife,right?I'mtalkingtoYou,



whywouldItalktoher?

Me:whatexactlyisyourproblemtakaAphiwe?

Khiro:Idon'thaveaproblem.WhosaidIhavea

problem?

Asanda:areyouguysseriouslydoingthis?

Seriously?

Me:huh?

Asanda:hehS'thembele,howlonghaveyoubeen

sleepingwithmysister?

Me:WHAT?

Asanda:shutupwenaandithethinawe!(youshut

up,I'mnottalkingtoyou)

Khiro:whatdoesitmatter?Youdivorcedme,

remember?SowhateverIdoshouldbenoneof

yourbusiness.

Asanda:answerthedamnquestion!

Helaughed...



Shewasfuming...

Khiro:awMa-Asi,doyouseehowfrustratingitisto

nothavecontroloveranything?

Asanda:S'thembele!?

Khirojustlookedatmesmiling...

Khiro:pleasegetmeaglassofwaterbehindyou,

don'tworry,Iwon'thurtyou.Ithasastrawinit.

Igotupandwenttogivehimthewater,hedrankit

allthenIsatdownagain.

Khiro:uyabonaAsanda,asimplerequestandyour

sisterdoesitwithoutquestioningme.Youknow

nothingaboutrequestingandsayingplease,well

notallofusaregonnadancetoyourtunebaby.



Shesmackedhimandhelaughed,shediditagain

andhelaughedlouder.

Khiro:isthatallyougot?Youcameallthewayfrom

Gautengjusttosmackmyface?Areyoureallythat

lonelybaby?

Iclearedmythroat...

Me:Icamehereforanswers,pleasecooperatewith

me.

Khiro:okaylove,whatdoyouwannaknowthatI

haven'ttoldyoualready?

Asanda:didyoujustsaylove?

Weignoredher



Me:yourguyskidnappedmeandmyfriend,youlet

megobutyoukepther...Alothappenedyes,butI

justwannaunderstandthepartwhereyouburnt

downwhereIlived.Why?Youhadacarthatwas

followingmethewholeweek?Youputatracking

chipintotheshoesyougavemeasagift,why?

Khiro:thisisverysimplethough,Iloveyou.

Asanda:youloveher?

Me:soyouhurtpeopleyoulove?

Khiro:okaylet'sdoitlikethis:Idon'thurtpeopleI

love,IjusttryasmuchasIcantogettheirattention.

Me:youburntanentirecommunedown!

Khiro:IknewyouwerenottherewhenIburntdown

thatplace,Iwasn'tstalkingyouwiththatcarthose

guyswerejustlookingoutforyou.Itwasforyour

ownsake.

Me:areyouevenlisteningtoyourself?

Khiro:yes,whatdidyouexpectmetodowhen

you'renotgivingmeanyattention?You'rebusy

frolickingthatassholerightbeforemyeyes,come



onman!

Asanda:hehS'thembele,didyoujustsayyoulove

Cassandra?Rightinfrontofme?

Khiro:butwhyuzenzashockedwhenyouknowthat

I'vealwayslovedyoursisterbaby,shehasalways

beenrespectfultowardsmeunlikeyou.Isawmy

futurewithhermorethanIsawitwithyou.Idon't

thinkthat'sthefirsttimeyou'rehearingthis.

Asanda:uyazivaS'thembele?(areyouhearing

yourself?)

Haven'tyouhumiliatedmeenough?

Khiro:Iknowyou'vemademelooklikethebadoke

inthisdivorcethingbutyouandIknowthetruth.

Andlikethis,thetruthalwayscomesout.

Asanda:you'remissingthepointhere.

Khiro:thepointhereisthatI'minlovewithyour

littlesister,alwayshavebeen.

Asanda:isthatwhyyouweresleepingaroundwhile

wewerestillmarried?Isthatwhyyoutreatedme

likegarbageinfrontofyourchildren?Isthatwhy



you-

Khiro:Icouldn'tgettohersowhynotsleepwithany

otherwomanwhoavailsthemselves?Andithiyou

didn'twannahavesexwithmebecauseI'mafilthy

drunkard?Yetmymoneywasgoodenoughforyou.

Asanda:uphambene,youthoughtI'dhavesexwith

youafterwhoringaround?Xaufunaiaidsyifune

wedwasufunaufakanam,eyemaliyakhoyona

andisozendingayityiI'mentitledtoit.

Me:guys,pleasestopthis.

Khiro:everynightwhenIsleptwithanyother

womanbesidesyouI'dseeCassie,andfora

secondthatmademefeelgoodandthenI'dhaveto

comebackhometoyou.SeehowmiserableIwas?

Asanda:ulimenemenekodwaS'thembele.Youwere

nevermiserable,YOUmadeourlivesmiserableat

anygivenmoment.

Everychanceyougot.

Herolledhiseyes...



ThedooropenedandLisawalkedinwithmy

brother.

Asanda:whatareyoudoinghere?

Lisafroze.

Igotupandwenttoher.

Me:Iaskedhertocome.

Asanda:why?

Me:becauseshealsoneedsclosure.

IpulledanotherchairforLisa,Khirolaughedasshe

satdown.

Khiro:haybabyyoureallydidyourhomeworkhere,

youalsobroughtherin?Howdidyouconvinceher?

Howmuchdidyoupayher?Ndiyamaziuyaythanda

imaliuchomiwakho.(Iknowhowmuchyourfriend



lovesmoney)

Lisa:canyoushutup?

Khiro:okayuxoloke.

Me:okay,Ibelieveallofya'llknoweachother.

Khiro:yes,shewantedtohavemybabybutI

refused.

Helaughed...

Hislaughterwasirritatingyetfunnyatthesame

time.

Lisa:youforcedyourselfontomeandgotme

pregnantyoupervert,Ididn'twanttohaveyour

babynjeoutoftheblue.

Khiro:sowhydidn'tyouabortwhenIsentyou

moneytoabort?

Lisa:andputmylifeatrisk?Areyousick?

Khiro:butyoudidn'tdie,ordidyou?Wegotthe



thingremovedfromyourwombandyou'restillalive

sowhatriskareyoutalkingabout?

Lisa:doyouknowthere'sahighpossibilitythatI'll

neverhavechildrenagain?

Khiro:iyamithisangokuiminwe?(canfingersmake

onepregnantnow?)

Lisa:what?

Me:yintoniiminiwengoku?(whatfingers?)

Helaughed...

Asanda:Lisacanyouwaitoutsideforasecond?

Shequicklygotup,Igrabbedherarm.

Me:you'renotgoinganywhere.

Asands:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou.

Me:andI'mnottalkingtoyoueitherI'mtalkingto

Lisa,hlalaphantsiwena.

Asanda:HehCass-



Me:IcalledLisahere,notyou.

Asanda:isthathowyoutalktomenow?

Me:hlalaphantsiLisakhanya.(Lisakhanyasitdown)

Khiro:Cassiebaby,yourbigsisterisafraidthat

you'llfindoutthatwebothhadsexwithyour

dearestfriend,Lisakhanya.

Me:youbothdidwhat?Wait...Bybothyoumean...

Asin,thebothofyou?

Lisa:uyaxokachomilobhutidon'tlistentohim.I

toldyouIhaveaboyfriend.

Me:khawumewena,takaAphiweuthini?

Khiro:yoursisterdivorcedmetobealesbian.ButI

knowshedidn'ttellyouthat,becauseI'mthebad

guy,right?I'mthewomanizer.

Asanda:shutthefuckupwena.

Khiro:IonlyfuckedLisatogetbackatyouAsanda,

unfortunatelyshefellpregnantbutthenIfixedthat.

Soya'llcancontinuewithyourfingershandis.



IlookedatLisa...

Me:you'realesbain?

Lisa:chomino...

Me:andyousleptwithmysister?

Asanda:Cassandrauphumeezindabenizam,I'm

stillyoureldersister.

Me:HaiboLisa!

Khiro:she'sarealhoebaby,fuckedthewifewhile

shewasstillmarried,fuckedthehusbandafterthe

divorce.ArealhoeItellyou.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...

Sothat'swhyAsandaaskedheruzothiniaphawhen

shewalkedin,shewasafraidofthistruthcoming

out.
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Therewastotalsilenceintheroom,Igotupand

clearedmythroat.

Me:IthinkI'veheardenoughforoneday.

Khiro:doesthatmeanI'llseeyouagain?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustneedtogetoutofhereright

now.

Khiro:bringmebeerwhenyoucomeagain,your

brothersarejustfeedingmefoodanddrinking

alone.

Me:we'renotfriends.

Hesmiledwearilyandnod.Iwalkedoutandleftall

ofthemthere...Mybrotherswerereallyontheother

sideofthedoorandmyothersisterswerewaiting

intheircars.IaskedLioneltodrivemetomyplace,

hegavememyphoneashewalkedmetomyroom.

Wesatinsilenceforaminute...



Me:Idon'tthinkhe'sasbadaswe'vemadehimto

be.

Lionel:whatdidhesay?

Me:there'salotofunresolvedissuesbetweenhim

andsisAsanda,IthinkImightneedtoseehim

againbecausetodayjusttookanotherunexpected

twist.

Lionel:canyoumakethatsooner?Wecan'tkeep

himinthereforever.

Me:let'smakeitSunday,withouther.

Lionel:okay.Butareyouokay?

Me:yeahI'mgood.JustabitshakenbutI'mokay,

I'llbeokayinthemorning.

Lionel:okay.

Iclosedmyeyes...IwishedI'dunhearwhathesaid

aboutLisaandmybigsis,thethoughtofthem

havingsexdisgustedmeinmanyways.



Lionel:comeandlock,Ihavemygateremotewith

me.

Me:thankyou,pleasedrivesafe.

Lionel:goodnightbaby.

Ilockedafterheleft,thenIranmyselfabathand

soakedmyselfin,relivingeverythingthathad

happenedearlier.Ireachedformyphoneand

realisedthatNkosinathididn'tcall,thelastcallI

receivedwasLisa'scallandthatwasit.Well,I

wasn'tgoingtocallhimnowandriskhaving

anotherAsenathiencounter.WhenIwasdone

bathingIjustslippedunderthecoversndalala.I

hadnoplansforSaturday,Ijustneededtorelaxand

gatherallthecourageIneedtofaceKhirophofkwa

KhirolowoIjustwantedanapologyfromhim.In

themorningIwaswokenupbyaphonecallfrom

Nkosinathi...Ijustwatcheditringtwotimesthenhe

sentatext:baby,pleaseansweryourphone.

Thesamepersonwhowantedtofetchmeafter



classizolo,samepersonIwassupposedtospend

theweekendwith,isonlycheckinguponmengoku?

Ebeyekelenilastnight?Ididn'treturnhiscallbut

insteadIstayedinbeduntil11am,wenttomake

myselfbreakfastthenIdidsomelaundry.Somehow,

Imissedmam'Madlaminiyazi,strangebecausewe

kindahadtwoencountersbutthefactthatshewas

anoldkindwomanremindedmeofmyownlate

grandmothers.

Me:maybeIshouldtakeawalkwhenI'mdonehere.

Itwasanaccountabledistance,butIknewifI

walkedukuyathenI'llcatchataxicomingback.AsI

wasfinishingupwithmylaundry,Isawbae'scarat

thegatesoIjustopenedforhimtodrivein.He

cameoutbearinggifts ♀ abouquetofpink

andwhiteroses,ablackmeduimshoppingbagand

food.Uyamaziumntuwakhengokutya...

Nkosinathi:Babe...



Me:hey...

Iwashandingclothesinthewashingline.Hecame

behindmeandgavemeahug,followedbyakisson

thecheek.

Nkosinathi:usharp?

Me:yeah,you?

Nkosinathi:I'mgood,missedyoulastnight.

Ididn'tanswerhim.

IjustcollectedthethingsIwasusingthenwe

walkedinside,putthevaskomandbucketsinthe

bathroom,hungthepegsbagandwenttopourhim

juiceandbiscuitsthenIsatacrosshimwithmy

glassofwater.Heputthetraydownandlookedat

me...

Nkosinathi:howdidyesterdaygo?



Me:itwentwell.

Nkosinathi:whatdidhesay?

Me:alotofthings,someIdon'twannaremember.

Nkosinathi:ohKay...Soit'sovernow?

Me:I'mseeingagaintomorrow.

Nkosinathi:why?

Me:Ididn'tgetwhatIwaslookingfor,soIthink

tomorrowwillbethelastday.

Nkosinathi:Ithoughtyousaideverythingwentwell

justnow?

Isighed...

Nkosinathi:okayndiy'yekile.Ithoughtuzolala

endlinilastnight.

Me:Ididn'twanttodisturbyourfamilytime.

Nkosinathi:myfamilytime?Whatareyoutalking

about?



Me:didn'tyouspendthedaywithyourmotherkanti?

Infactdidn'tyouspendyourdaywithyourfamily?

Nkosinathi:Itookmomtothedoctor,droppedher

offaftertheappointmentandwentaboutmy

business.Inobandibuyelephayangepast4only

becauseIhadleftmyphonechargingtheresoIhad

togofetchit.

Me:thoughtyou'dspendthedaykaloku,seeingthat

sheneededmedicalattention.

Nkosinathi:ubhutiwasthere,noAsenathiandher

newlyfoundfriendSivuyisewastheresotherewas

nothingformetodo.

Myheartsankatthementionofthatgirl'sname.

Me:didyousaySivuyisewasthereaswell?

Nkosinathi:yes,uyenoAse.

Me:andwherewereyouwhileshewasspending

timewithyourfamily?



Nkosinathi:ohbawo!Iwasbusy,Ididn'tevenspend

thirtyminutesphaya.

Ilaughed...Sothat'swhyAsenathiwasgivingme

attitudewhenIcalled.

Nkosinathi:what'ssofunny?

Me:yousaidyou'dpickmeupfromcampusand

dropmeoffkooBhuti.

Hemouthed"shit"

Me:Ordidthatslipyourmind?

Nkosinathi:itdid...Itotallyforgot,henceIcame

bearinggifts.Thisismywayofapologizingbaby.

Me:Idon'twantyourgifts.

Nkosinathi:haikebaby,youcan'tentirelydropthis

onme.WeagreedthatI'dpickyouup,youshould



havecalledmetoremindmeaswell.Yiteamwork

le.

Me:Iactuallydidcallyou,butyoursisteranswered

thephoneandtoldmeyou'rebusy.

Nkosinathi:wait,what?

Me:ohandshetoldmethatyoumusthavetoldme

aboutspendingyourdaywithyourmothersoI

shouldn'texpectyoutodropthatandcomerunning

tome.I'mjustparaphrasingthough.

Nkosinathi:butIcheckedthecallhistorywhenI

wenttofetchmyphone,youdidn'tcall,otherwiseI

wouldhavecomestraighttoyouafterwards.

Me:wait,sodidremember,justthatbecauseIdidn't

callyoudecidednottofetchme.Isthatwhatyou're

saying?

Nkosinathi:that'snotwhatI'msaying,but,allI'm

sayingisthatnaweyoushouldhavecalled.

Mayingabiyionesidedrelationshiplenababy.

Itookoutmyphoneandwentstraighttothatcall,



gavehimtosee.Heranhishandacrosshis

face,kindofdisappointed.

Me:IguessSivuisstillafamilyfavoritethen.

Nkosinathi:baby.

Me:please...Youdon'thavetoexplainitanyfurther,

Igetit.

Nkosinathi:okay,okay,yougetwhat?Whatexactly

doyougethere?

Me:Idon'tfeellikehavinganargumentrightnow

babe,pleaselet'sjustdropit.

Nkosinathi:Cassandrapleasedon'tdothis.

Me:don'tdowhat?

Nkosinathi:EverytimeyouandAsenathihavea

clash,Ihavetogetcaughtinthemiddle.

Me:thisisnotaclash,sheansweredyourphone

andbasicallytoldmetoleaveyoualone,then

deletedcallhistory.That'sit.



Hehuffed.

Hehadnothinglefttosay.

Me:lontouthethangathiwe'vebeendatingforages

andallthetimeyoursisterandIhavebeenhaving

uncalledforclashes.

Nkosinathi:pleasedon'treadtoomuchintothis,I

didn'tspendtimenaboandIdon'tevenknowwhy

shecamewithSivuyise.

Me:itdoesn'treallymatter,silaphangoku.

Wathula...

ThelumpIhadinmythroatwhenhesaidSivuyise

wastheretoseehismother?Lisacalled

ndisabambeiinyembezingenkopha

Me:hi?

Lisa:hey,canwemeet,Iwanttoexplaineverything.



Me:whatneedstobeexplainedngoku?

Lisa:thestuffyourbrotherinlawsaid,I'lltellyou

everything.Please.

Me:haybrayiyeke.It'snoneofmybusiness.

Lisa:Cassplease.

Me:yaziIremembertheshockwhenItoldyouwho

hewas,nowIrealizethatyouweren'tshocked

becauseofwhatIwassaying,butinsteadyouwere

shockedbecauseofwhatyou'vebeendoing.

Lisa:weweremakingprogresskwifriendshipyethu

Cassandra,Ireallydon'twantthistoaffectthat.

Me:Iamnotgonnajudgeyou,honestly,butIdon't

thinkIcanmeetupwithyourightnow.Istillhave

unfinishedbusinesswithKhirosolemmejustface

that.

Lisa:butwillyouconsider?Aftereverythinghas

calmed?

Me:look,let'sjustdropitokay.Iheardenoughlast

night,andhonestlyspeakingitisreallynoneofmy

business.SoI'mnotmeddling.



Lisa:okayke,ifthat'showyoufeel.

Me:thankyou,sharp.

Lisa:sure.

Ihungupandwenttoputmyglassonthecounter

takingadeepbreathin,justtocalmmynerves

down...Nkosinathididn'teventouchhisbiscuits,but

hecameupbehindmeandheldmywaist.

Nkosinathi:ndcelauxolongolibalaukuthathaizolo,

I'msorrythatSivuyisewasthereeweebengayanga

kumbutshewastheresoI'msorry.

Me:it'scool.

Nkosinathi:pleasedon'tdismissme,Iknowit'snot

coolandyou'remostdefinitelynotcoolwithyonke

lento.

Me:IdidsayIdon'twantustoargueaboutthis,so

pleasendcelasiy'yekenyhanibaby.

Nkosinathi:kalokuqalaundixolelethenI'lldropit.



Me:ndikuxolele.

Nkosinathi:nyhani?Fromthebottomofyourheart?

Inod,hekissedmyneck...

Nkosinathi:howcanImakeituptoyou?

Me:youbroughtmegiftsalready,akhosidingofor

more.

Nkosinathi:baby,thequestionishowcanImakeit

uptoyou?

Me:okaykebookmeaweekendaway.

Nkosinathi:youorus?

Me:uyaphikengokuwena?

Nkosinathi:who'sgonnacarryyourbags,driveyou

around,massageyourfeetandcuddleyouatnight?

Igiggled...



Me:okayfine,bookusaweekendaway.

Nkosinathi:done.

Me:beforeorafteryougoaway?

Nkosinathi:theweekendbeforemytrip.

Me:okay.Thankyou.

Nkosinathi:youreallydon'twannagowithme

kengoku?

Me:I'msorry,Ijustneedtorestabit.

Hedidn'tgetit.

Icouldtellbythedisappointmentonhisface,butI

reallydidn'twanthiscompany.Ijustwantedtobe

alone.WhilewasstillchillingwithmeIhada

phonecallfromdad,wespokeforawhilethenhe

askedaboutLisa,toldhimwekindofsortedoutour

stuffbutweweren'tgonnabebuddieslikebefore.

Butwe'vemadepeace.That'sallhewanted,forus

tomakepeaceapparentlyherememberedthetimeI

bashedherwhenshewantedalifthomeutata

ezondithatha,heknewthentherewasaproblem



buthedecidedhe'dwaitformetotellhim.Oh

abantuabadalakodwa.
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Thisguyspentaboutanotherhourokoendicenga

ukubamasihambesobabini(beggingmesothatwe

cangotohisplacetogether),apologizingand

apologizingforthepreviousdayandIjustdidn’t

wanttogo.IthinkhethoughtIdidn’twannago

becauseofhimfailingtokeephiswordtheprevious

day,kantiIjustwantedtospendtimendedwaand

cryorhealndedwawithouthavingtoexplainwhy

myeyesarepuffyorwhyIdon’twanttowakeupor

whyIdon’twannaeatorwhyIdon’twannabath.I

justwantedtobedramaticinmyownspace.Ihad

topromisehimthatI’dsleepoverafterthesecond

confrontation,buteventhen,hestillseemed

reluctant.

Me:I’llsleepoverngomsobabe.

Nkosinathi:Idon’twannaleaveyoualonehere.



Me:I’mokay.I’msafehere,there’senoughsecurity.

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat,butstill.

Me:NkosinathiDakumba,itsfine.

Hesmiled…

Me:youreallyneedtorelax,Iwasupsetlastnight

yesbutnowI’mokay.

Nkosinathi:I’mreallysorryaboutlastnight,Iwill

addressthiswithAsenathi.

Me:thatwon’tbenecessary,myeke.

Nkosinathi:noitis,uAsenathicannotbeathird

partyinourrelationship.Idon’tmeddleinher

personallife.

Me:yeyenubaby,andingenindawomna.(It’syour

baby,I’mnotgettinginvolved)

Hereachedoutformyarm,pullingmeclosesowe



huggedwhilehekissedthesideofmyhead.

Me:didyoufindoutwho’sresponsibleforwhat

happenedkokwenu?

Nkosinathi:weopenedacasesothepoliceare

busywithinvestigations.

Me:andyoutrustthecops?Seriously?

Nkosinathi:haha!Idon’thavethecapacityright

nowtotakethelawintomyownhandsbutubra

ebesithihe’sgivingthemoneweektocomeupwith

somethingsolid,thereafter,hewillseewhattodo.

Me:Ifullysupporthim.

Webrokethehug,Iwalkedhimoutandwatched

himdriveout.

Iwentbacktothehouseandrealizedheactually

leftallthegiftshehadbrought,Ismiledtomyself

andtextedhim“Pleasedon’tforgettofeedmy

child”thenIplatedupformyself,ndatyandalala.I

wokeupthefollowingmorninghopingI’dgettogo



toanynearbychurch,IneededtooffloadandGod

wouldbetheonlyonetolistenwithoutjudgingbut

rathercomfortme.Ispentaboutfifteenminutes

justwatchingtheceilingthenIturnedmyphoneon

andcheckedmessages,mysisterswantedusto

meetforbreakfastandtheyhadsentmethe

location.Ibathedandtextedthemtocomefetch

me,Idon’thaveacar,hello?AndIwasn’tgonnacall

Nkosinathitocomefetchme.Sikicametofetchme

withCindy,theywerenotasbubblyasusualbutI

guessitwasunderstandable.

Siki:ubungazoyandawo?(Youdidn’thaveplans?)

Me:thoughtI’dgotochurch.

Cindy:isthereachurchnearby?Oryouhavea

specificchurchthatyougoto?

Me:Iwasgonnalookforit.Butit’scoolwethu.

Siki:haykaloku,wecanlookforachurchandthen

goforlunchinsteadofbreakfast.

Me:okay,lemmeGooglethenearestchurchthen.



WefoundSummerstrandUnitedChurchand

ndazivanambandirightaftereverythingthatI’ve

beenthrough,thefactthatmysiblingswerethere

madeitevenworthit.Afterchurchwewentoutfor

lunch…

Me:uphiuSisi?

Cindy:shewentbacktoseeherex-husband.

Me:shestilldoesn’tbelieveme?

Siki:Idon’tthinkshedoesn’tbelieveyou,itsshock

anduAsandakeuyamazingofihlasoyonkelento

kuyeifbekusiyangokwakheifanbayenzekayaziwa

nguye,nawe,noS’thembeleqha.Thenasixelele

thinangexeshalakhe.

Me:butsonkenjesiqalakoobhutiwhenkusenzeka

izintokuthi.

Cindy:asbanayewayeqalekubongendaba

zomtshatowakhe.

Siki:she’llcomearoundguys.

Me:wow.



Siki:sum’hoyababy,whenshe’scalmeddown

uzozibonabaeberongoandapologize.

Ijustnod…

Afterwehadlunch,wewerenowinabubbliermood

thaninthemorningsoCindyvideo-calledmom.

Shewassooohappyandexcitedtoseeusinone

place,anddadwasneartoosowehadthelongest

laughwiththefolknabobabuzauAsandabutdad

kindaunderstoodcozhebrushedthequestion

momthrewatusandsaidhe’dcallherlateron.

AfterthatphonecallwedrovetowhereKhirowas

kept…

Siki:howareyoufeeling?

Me:numb.

Siki:butyouwannagothroughthis?

Me:Ihaveto,Iwanttoendthistodayandmoveon

withmylife.

Cindy:we’rehereforyou.



Me:usisiuzothiya’llarechoosingsides.

Cindy:mdalauAsandaandsheknowswhatkindof

manshewasmarriedto.

Siki:andwewilldealwithherlater,rightnow

sijongenenawe.(ourfocusisonyou)

Iexhaled…

Weparkedoutsideandwelookedateachotheras

weheardoursistershoutingandamanhauling

back,whichwasfollowedbyanagonizingcryofa

man.Igotoutofthecarandwalkedinthere,ubhuti

undibonesendingaphakathi(onlynoticedmewhen

Iwasalreadyinside)andIsawAsandawhipping

thelightsoffherhusband.WhenIwalkedin,she

stoppedandwenttotheothersideoftheroom.I

walkedfurtherin,slowlytothecenteroftheroom.

Shewassobbinginhercorner…hewasmessy,

bloodalloverhisbody,onthefloor,hisfacewasa

mess.Hehadsnot,blood,tears,sweat…eventhe

roomwassmelly.Stevecametostandnexttome,

withhishandovermyshoulder…Ilookedupathim,



IthoughtIdidrequestthatshemustnotbehere.

Whydidtheyallowherin?she’sthereasonI’m

havingasecondconfrontationwiththismonster

becauseshemeddledinFriday.

Me:whathappened?

Khiro:I’msorry.

IlookedatKhiroagain.

Me:whathappenedtoyou?

Khiro:Iamsorryforburningyourplacedown,my

guyshavelocatedthatguywhoownstheplaceand

wewillrepayeverythingtotheverylastcent.

Me:andI’msupposedtobelieveyou,justlikethat?

Khiro:Cassandra,justtakemyapologyandleave

mealone.I’msofuckenfedupwithyoupeople.

Me:hayhayhay!Don’tyoudare“youpeopleme”.

Don’tyoudare!

Khiro:YOUPEOPLE!There,Isaidit.



Isawabucketwithpissinanothercornerofthe

roomandIassumedit’shissoIgrabbedthebucket

andthrewthecontentsontohisface.

Me:phu,uyanuka.(Yousmell)

Helaughed…

Ipulledachairandsatatafairdistancefromhim.

Me:uphiuSisipho(WhereisSisispho?)?Iwon’task

abouttheothersbutIwannaknowwhereisSisipho?

Khiro:youstillcareaboutthatbitch,youhavea

goodheartnyhani.

Me:answermyquestion.

Khiro:what’sittoyou?Shesoldyouout,orhave

youforgotten?

Me:Ihaven’t,butwhatyou’resayingstilldoesn’t



answermyquestion.

Hedidn’tanswer,thenAsandacametostandnext

tome…

Khiro:she’sinMozambique,working.

Me:whatdoyoumeanworking?Whatwork?

Khiro:she’sdeliveringdrugs.

Ilookedatmysister…

Me:younevermentionedthatyouweremarriedtoa

drugdealer.

Asanda:youneverasked.

Me:ohsoyouknew?

Asanda:khand’yekeCassandra.Ndiyeke.(Leave

mealoneCassandra.Leavemealone)



IlookedatKhiro…

Me:IexpecttoseeSisiphohere,inthreedays.

Khiro:they’reflyingintonight,she’llbehereby

tomorrowmorning.

Me:thankyou.

Itookasteptowardsthedoor…

Khiro:I’msorry.

Steve:youshouldbe,theonlyreasonI’mnotkilling

youwithmybarehandsisbecauseIamanuncleto

yourchildrenbuttheydeservebetterthanyou.

Asanda:ButIdon’thaveareasonnottokillyou.

Steve:Asandahayi.(Asandano)

Asanda:Ireallydon’t.Andwebothknowthat,this

motherfuckermademylifealivinghellandIwas

submissivetohimalltheseyearsbecause



ndicingelaabantwana(Iwasthinkingforthekids).

Mykidsareoldenoughrightnow,they’llsurvive

withoutthispoison.

Thenshestormedout…

Khiro:shehasalicensedgun.

Me:howwouldyouknow?

Khiro:Itookherfortrainingwhenwegotmarried.

LionelranafterAsanda…IlookedatSteve

Me:whatwillhappentohimnow?

Steve:areyoudonewithhim?

Me:he’sapologized,soIguessitdoesn’treally

matternow.Ijusthopehereallyreimbursesthat

guycozlilifalakheezaflats.

Steve:haike,wewilldealwithhimaccordingly.You

don’thavetoknowthedetails.



Me:youarenotkillerskebhuti.Don’tlethisfilthy

bloodbeonyourhands.

Steve:wewillteachhimalessonhewillremember

fortherestofhislife,hewillrespectwomen.Trust

meonthat.

Me:okay.

Iwalkedout…

Allthistimewasvibratinginmybag,anditcould

onlybeLisaorNkosinathi.Iwasgonnagetbackto

themanyway,whoeveritwas.WhenIgotoutside,I

sawSteveandAsandahavingaheatedargument

byhercar.Iwentstraighttothem,whywasshe

beingdramatic?Shedidn’tbelievemebutsheknew

herhusbandwasadrugdealer,whynowallof

suddenwasshebeingdramaticaboutthis?

Me:bhuti,pleasegiveusaminute.

Lionel:she’sinnopositiontotalktoyourightnow

Cass,myekelekum(leavehertome).



Asanda:ifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyoufokofa

wenaphamb’kwam(getlost).

Me:ndikwenzentonisisi(WhathaveIdonetoyou

sis?)?PleasetellmesothatIcanapologize.

Asanda:CassandraThixunathiMzayi,getthefuck

outofmyface.

Me:sisiyou’rehonestlytellingmeyou’regonna

chooseamanoveryourownsister?

Asanda:myownsisterwouldneverentertainmy

ownhusband,nomatterwhat!

Me:ex-husband,andno,Ididn’tentertainhim.

Obhuticantellyou,ifhe’sgotanytruthboneinhim

thenhecantellyoutoothatIneverentertainedhim.

Asanda:thenwhywasIthelastonetofindout?

Wereyouplanningtocashinonhim?

Lionel:ndcelaniyekelentoniyenzayomannina,

Asandaputthegunaway.(Pleasestopwhatyou

guysaredoing)

Asanda:youbettertellyoursistertomoveoutof

mywayrightnow.



Me:haysukauyibullygqithiman,kuninindicacisa

intoenyeawufunuyiva.(You’resuchabully,I’ve

beenexplainingonethingtoandyoudon’twanna

hearit.)

Bythistimealltheothersiblingswerecomingtous.

Asanda:uthiniCassandra?Uthik’theni?(Whatdid

youjustsay?)

Me:Ndithiuyibullysisi!Ibullynguwe.(Isaidyou

areabully!Youareabully.)

Withoneblink,shefiredashotanditwentstraight

tomyribcage.Itwasasilentgun,noonehearda

sound,butIheardmyothersistersfrombehind

screamingasIfelldown.InafazymomentIsaw

Lioneljumpingatherandgrabbingthegun,

someonerushedtomeandheldwhereIwas

bleeding.
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IwasrushedtothehospitalwhileLioneltriedto

calmAsandadowninanotherprivateroom

kulandlu,Sikiapparentlyalsowantedtostaybehind

aswellsoSteveandCindyleftwithme.Wenttoa

publichospitalfirst,buttherewasnodoctoronduty

soCindysaidubhutishoulddrivetoanyprivate

hospital.She’lltakecareofthebill.

Iwasattendedtobyamaledoctor,DrMpumelelo

Sirhonyi.Iwasfortunatethatthebulletjustgrazed

myribbones,andpossiblybrokeoneortwobut

otherthanthattherewasnomajorharm.OhandI

lostquitealotofblood.Ispentthenightthere,

actuallywokeuppastthreeinthemorningwearing

justabraandofcourseabandagearoundmyribs,

andtwoofmysisterswereasleepbesidemybed.I

triedtoliftmyarmbutitwasnumbsoIclearedmy

throatasloudasIcouldandCindyjumpedfromher

seat…

Cindy:hey,you’reup.



Me:hey,nd’celaamanzi.(Pleasegivemewater)

Shewentoutandcamebackwithajugofwater

andaglass,pouredformethenhelpedsupportmy

backasIdrankhalftheglassthenIrestedabit.She

wokeupSiki,shemusthavefollowedkwemka

ubhuti.

Siki:hey,zinjaniintlungu?

Me:Ifeelnumb.

Siki:numbphi?

Me:IthinkumzimbawonkecozIalsocan’tliftmy

handorratherarmandIcan'tfeelmytoes.

Shetouchedme,nothing.

Cindy:thedoctorwillcheckonyouk’sasa.

Me:cool.Yhokuyabandaapha.(Thisroomiscold)



Siki:lemmeputontheheateraboveyourbed.

Shegotup…

Icouldtellthattheywerenervousaboutsomething,

wellitwasobviousbayintonileibenzanervousbut

Iwasn’tgonnabreaktheicetu.I’dratherfallasleep

alloveragain.

Shecamebacktositdown.

Cindy:aren’tyouhungry?

Me:Iam,but…

Cindy:Ihavedrinkingyoghurtinthecar.

Me:uzophumanabani?What’sthetimekhona?

Siki:we’llgotogether,andaskthesecurityatthe

doortowalkwithus.

Cindy:it’stwenty-five-past-four.

Me:maybeImustjustwaitkudekuse.I’mgetting

discharged,right?



Cindy:haiboCassandra.

Me:Ihaveclassestoattendsisi,Ican’tjustsithere.

Siki:wewillgoandreportyou,awuyindawountilwe

aresureuright.

Cindy:masolesiyothathaleyoghurtfuthi.

Theybothleftmethere…Isighedandtriedtouching

myribswiththeotherhandthatseemedtobefine

butIcouldn’tfeelanypain.Iwaitedthere,Icould

stillseetherageinmysister’seyesasweargued

izolo,Icouldstillfeelherwrath.ButIcouldn’t

understandwhy?

Thesetworeturnedwithmyyoghurt,Idrankitin

silence.

Cindy:shecametocheckonyou,uyazisola.Itwas

angerthatmadehershootyou.

Iclosedthelidofthebottleusingmylipsandthe



workinghand…

Cindy:I,mean,wewillnotstandbeforeyouifyou

wanttolaycharges.It’sinyourrightbaby,aslong

asyouwillforgiveher.

Me:sonowImustforgiveher?

Cindy:it’snotamust.

Me:kantiuthinisisi?

Cindy:hayandizazinam.

Siki:whatwe’retryingtosayisthatyonkelentois

shockingtoallofus,ewewewillsupportwhatever

decisionyoumakebutpleasedon’tallowthisto

driveabiggerwedgebetweenthebothofyou.

Me:whowillbeallowingabiggerwedgebetween

who?Meorher?

Bathula…



Me:shecouldhaveeasilytakenmysideasherlittle

sister,asawomaninfactbutshedidn’t.Shechose

notto.

Cindy:shewasshocked.

Siki:andshewasmarriedtotheguyforyearsso

herreactioncouldbecreditedinaway.

Me:IwasshockedwhenIfoundoutitshimtoo,but

who’sinahospitalbedrightnow?Me.Thesame

mewhowaskidnappedbyherhusband,thesame

mewhowaslivingubomibentshontshabecauseof

herhusband,thesamemewho’sbelongingsina

foreigntowngotburntdownndashiyekandi

stranded,samemewhowasprotectingthisentire

familyfromthisguy.That'sthesamemewhowas

shot,alivebulletrighthere...See?That'sme.

Cindy:baby…

Siki:Cass,familiesfightandforgive.Siblingsfight,

yesthisisafirst,butsiblingsdofight.It'scommon,

justtakeyourtime,you'lleventuallyfinditinyour

hearttoforgiveher,Iknowyouwill.

Me:sonowthismemustgetshotatbyherown



sister,andforgiveherbecauseshewasshocked

andsiblingsdofight.That’showthisfamilything

works,right?

Theydidn’tanswer…Iturnedontotheunharmed

sideandjustcoveredmyself…andweptinsilence

sotheydon’thearthatI’mactuallycrying.Ifell

sleepcryingandbythetimeIwokeup,therestof

thesiblingswerethereincludingthedoctor.I

lookedaroundforafewminutesthenIfeltmy

fingers,thenumbnesswasabitbetternowsoI

supportedmybodyandtriedtogetoutofbed,they

wereallbusytalkingtothedoctorbutLionelsaw

meandcamerushingtohelpme.

Lionel:uyaphi?

Me:toilet.

Lionel:whathappenedtoitoiletbeingtheladies

roomorsomethingmoredecent?



Ismiledathim,hewalkedmeallthewaythen

waitedoutsidewhileIwentin,didmybusinessand

cameout,againwewalkedtogethertomybed.

DrSirhonyi:Cassandra,I’mdoctorSirhonyi.Not

sureifyouremembermefromlastnight.

Ishookmyhead,hesmiled.

DrSirhonyi:it’sokay,youwerehalf-awakeanyway.

Me:whencanIgohome?

DrSirhonyi:inadayortwo.We’rewaitingforlab

results.

Me:zantoni?

DrSirhonyi:bloodtests,it’sjustprocedure.AndI

havetocheckonyourwound,makesurethebullet

didn’tleavepiecesinyourbody.

Me:surelyyoucandoallofthatnamhlanje,Ihave

togobacktoschool.

DrSirhonyi:evenifIdischargeyou,I’llbookyouoff



foraweekbeforeyoucanevenreturntovarsityso

chill.Relaxsisi.

Herolledhiseyesatme,inafriendlymanner.Ijust

smiled.

Hedidallhischecks,wrotestuffonhisreportthen

excusedhimselfpromisingtosendanursewithmy

medicationfortheday.AllthistimeLionelwasthe

closesttome,assoonasthedoctorwalkedout,he

satonmybedsoIrestedmyheadonhisshoulder.

Lionel:howareyoufeeling?

Me:hungry?

Lionel:whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:inyama,nobayeyantoni.

Lionel:okay,letmegoandbuyyouinyamake.

Me:canIuseyourphoneandcallNkos’nathibhuti?



Hegavemeaweirdlook,Ireturneditwithpuppy

eyes.

Me:okayIwon’tcall,I’lltexthim.

Lionel:wealreadycalledandtoldhim,hewashere

lastnight.

Me:oh,hewas?

Lionel:yes.Uzobuyalaterontodayhesaid.

Inod.

Hegotoffthebed,soIsatupandsupportedmy

backwithapillowandjustwatchedallofthem.

Lionel:ndiyabuya,ugirluyanditefelaundifuna

inyamaasifuvukangenyamaxaekokwabo.

Ilaughed,someofthemlaughedtoo.Whywashe

beingdramaticovermeat?Eshe.Whenheleft,the

otherguyscamecloser…



Steve:ugrand?

Inod…

Steve:oh,aw’kwaziuthethakodwaubuziswendim

apha?

Me:ndirightbhuti,I’mjusthungry.Andexhausted.

Steve:exhaustedwantonokoubulele.

Me:ndibulelebanibhuti?

Steve:haikendakukhaba.

Me:lontoniviolentphakokwenu.

Thentherewastotalsilence...

Ilookedatthem,theywerereallytense.

Me:ohsorry,thatwasmeanttobeajoke.

Steve:youcan'tjokengalentoCass.

Me:uxolweni.



Steve:youdon'thavetoapologize...Uhm,soother

thanbeinghungry,howareyoufeeling?

Me:Idon'treallyknowbhuti...Imissmomthough.

Sikiclearedherthroat.

Me:someonedidinformumamanotatathatI'm

here,right?

Cindy:Uhmno,notyet.

Me:why?

ShelookedatSiki...

Siki:weUhm,didn'tthinkyou'dwanttotellthem.

Me:whynot?Theyknoweverythingmosngokuso

theymightaswellknowthatI'mhere.

Cindy:wewerekindofhopingthatyou'dfirstsort

thingsoutwithuMa-Asithensibafouneleke.

Me:what'stheretobesortedouthere?Haibosisi,

nyhaniyouguysdidn'teventellutatake?Dad?



Steve:Asandawantstohaveawordwithyou,we'll

giveyouguysamoment.

Theturnedtheirbackstowalkout...

Me:asozenindishiyendedwaapha,asoze.

Asanda:comeonmntase,Ijustwannahaveaword

withyou.Alone.

Me:andhowdoIknowyouwon'tfinishwhatyou

started?Wenabhutihowdoyouknowshe'snot

carryingagunhere?Oraknifesothatndifea

painfuldeath?

Theyallstopped,IthinkSikiwasonmysidehere

butknowingmyfamily,theycamehereplanned

everything.Shecouldn'tditchtheplannowand

openlyshowthemthatshealsofeelslikeI'dbe

unsafealoneinaroomwithsisAsanda.



Asanda:Idon'thaveagunnordoIhaveaknife,

you'resafe.

Me:ifya'llarereallyleavingmeinthisroomalone

withusisithencanoneofyoutakethepillowske?

Cindywalkedbacktomybed,apparentlyIwas

cryingwhiletalking.Ididn'tfeelthetearscoming

downmycheeksuntilshejusthuggedmetightly.I

letoutacry,Ifeltathirdpersonjokingthehugand

thewarmandtheirownmuffledcriesmademecry

evenmore.

Lionel:kubhubhebanindafikakuzizijwili?

Nooneansweredhim...

WebrokeofftheembraceandthenIrealizedthatit

wasSikiandCindyinthatembrace.

Steve:maybeit'sabittoosoonmntase...Giveher

time.



Asanda:okay,I'lluhm,leaveyouguystoit.

Steve:letmewalkyouout.

Cindyfollowedthemwhilecleaningherface,Idrank

aglassofwaterandtookthefoodthatmybrother

hadbroughtndatyainsilence.Theywerequiettoo,

untilIfinishedeating,anursecameinandgaveme

medication,checkedonmywoundandleft.Ilay

thereinsilence...

Lionel:whathappenedguys?

AsSikiwasabouttotellhim,Cindywalkedinwith

Nkosinathi...Myheartalmostjumpedoutofmy

chest.Hegreetedthemandcametohugme,his

hugmademesoooemotional.

Nkosinathi:I'msorry.

Me:it'sokay...I'msorryaboutlastnight.

Nkosinathi:automaticallyrescheduled,don'tworry



aboutit.

Lionel:okay,we'llgiveyouguyssomespace.

Sizobuyanephoneyakholater.

Me:andmygown,slippers,netoiletrybagbhuti

please.

Siki:surebaby.

Thentheyleftus.
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Oncetheywereallouthemovedfromthechairand

satnexttomeonthebed,kissingmyforeheadin

silence.Idon’tknowhowIgottothepointof

wantingtobedependentemntwinilikeIwantedto

bedependentonNkosinathithatverymoment,if

he’dsayjump,I’daskhowhigh.Noarguments.I

justwantedsomeonetotakethelead…



Me:Iheardyoucametoseemelastnight.

Nkosinathi:yeah,Icouldn’tnotcomewhenyour

brothertoldmewhathadhappened.Ihadtoseefor

myself,forsomeweirdreasonhewaschilledandI

thoughtitwassomeprankorsomething.

IjustsmiledasIwipedatearthathadrunacross

mynose-bridge.

Nkosinathi:Ihavesentmybusinesspartnertogoto

Canadayedwa,Ican’tleaveyoulikethis.

Me:I’msurendizobesendirightwhenyouhaveto

gothough.

Nkosinathi:ha.ababy,hecandoeverythingonmy

behalf.Kuniniusehlelwazizintokulonyaka?(You’ve

beengoingthroughalotthisyear)

Me:soIcan’tconvinceyoutogo?

Nkosinathi:no,noamountofconvincingwillwork

ngoku.



Me:enkosike.Kakhulu.(Thankyouthen.Very

much)

Nkosinathi:didsheatleastapologize?

Me:Idon’tknow…Idon’treallycare,Ijustwant

momanddadherecozbonkeabaaretryingbyall

meanstoforcemetoforgiveher.

Nkosinathi:justtrytocalmdownbaby,kuyoyonke

lonto.Justmakesureuyaphumaqhaapha,Idon’t

reallylikehospitals.

Me:haha!Icouldseehowuncomfortableyouwere

whenyouwalkedin.

Hechuckled….

Nkosinathi:baby.

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:I’msorryaboutthatSivuyisething,I’ve

sortedAsenathianditwillnothappenagain.I

promise.



Me:haywethu,it’scool.

Wakhewathula…

Nkosinathi:whenyourbrothersaidyougotshot…I

didn’tknowwhattothinkandwhatnottothink.I

wasjustgoingthroughalotofturmoil.Mymind

raced.Eish.

Me:well,hereIamsochill.I’madiehard.

Heliftedupmychinandkissedmylips,welooked

intoeachother’sarmsandstartedkissingvery

passionately.Afterafewminutes,someonewalked

inandclearedhis/herthroatsoweabruptly

stoppedandsawmysiblings.Evenaftermy

siblingsreturned,hedidn’twannaleavemyside,but

hehadnochoice.Novisitorswerepermittedduring

familyconversations…

Me:I’llcallyouoncethey’regone.



Henod,kissedmylipsandwalkedout.Ilookedat

mysiblings,intheirownwaytheywerestilltryingto

restorepeaceamongstusbutlookingpastbeing

shotbyyourownsister.

Me:sowhat’sup?

Cindy:she’ssorryCass,uyazisola.

Me:okay,I’veheardthat.Ifthere’snothingnewthen

Ireallyneedtorestabit,andnaniyouneedtogo

home,freshenupandrest.It’sbeenalongday.

Cindy:wewon’tforceyou,butwedohopethatyou

forgiveher.

Me:okay.

Thistimetheydidn’tstaylong,Ihadmyphoneand

slippersheresoIwaskindofcomfortable.I

switchedonmyphoneandcalledmyfather…

Dad:nontombi?Yey,unqabile.



Ndinqabenjaninawhenwejustvideocalledhim

withmysistersizolo?Haikeutata.

Me:ninqabilenaninjetata,ninjanikodwa?

Dad:we’regoodsisi,unjani?Yousoundsad.

Me:I’matthehospital.

Dad:wenzaniapho?

Me:sisAsandashotmewhilewewerearguing

aboutherex-husband,butI’mnotbadlyhurt.Just

brokearibortwo.

Dad:haibo,yintoyaninileuthethangayo?

Me:lastnighttata.

Dad:haibo!Okay,pleasesendmeyourlocation,I’m

inGrahamstownrightnowsoI’llcomebyaftermy

meeting.

Me:okaytata.Loveyou.

Dad:Iloveyoubabygirl,uqinemntanam.



Ismiledaswehungup.

IcalledOnele…Ineededsomepositiveenergyto

getmethroughthiswholeish.

Onele:haylantso!

Me:Iwonderungxolelani.

Onele:hahaha!Andisakukhumbuli,unjanimntase?

Me:uyandikhumbula?Whydon’tyoucallme?

Onele:haykalokuIdon’thaveairtimemna

ndingumntaneskolo.

Me:mnadnidphangelaphikanene?

Shelaughed…

Icouldliterallyseeherfaceasshelaughedoutloud.

Onele:khaw’buyefuthiImissyou.There’salotwe

needtotalkabout.



Me:IthinkI’llcomearoundnextweek,notyet

confirmed.

Onele:alright…souzandithengelanemntaseI

airtime?

Me:where’syourboyfriendOnele?

Onele:whathashegottodowithyoubuyingme

airtime?

Me:I’mnotgonnabuyyouairtimeuphindeuyigqibe

ngofounelayenabecausewebothknowyou’renot

gonnacallme.

Onele:mntasewenaeyakhoiboyfriendiyaphangela

nje,whyareyoudoingthistome?

Me:I’lltransfertheairtimeforyouOnele!

Onele:Iknowyouwill….So,canwetalkaboutyour

boyfriend?Whatarehisintentions?

Me:hewantsababy,afamily,everything.

Onele:andwhydoyousoundbored?

Me:becauseIfeellikewe’vebeenthroughthis

conversationbefore,butIunderstanduyachazeka



nguNkosianthiwethu…OneleImeanttoaskyou,

uyahlabisa?

Onele:uhm…howdidwegetthere?

Me:answerthequestion.

Onele:noandihlabisi,butIdoprevent.Andweuse

protection.

Me:areyousureyou’resafe?Ireallydon’twantyou

fallingpregnantinhighschool.

Onele:ndisafemntase,nyhani.

Me:okayke…byebyenowIneedtorestabit.

Onele:sendmyairtimebeforeyourest.Please.

Me:eshe.

Shelaughed,Ihungup.

Ididn’twannaspoilhermoodbytellingherwhat

happened,dadwilltellthem.Nomama.

Iputmyphoneawayndalala….



Lateron,mydoctorreturnedjusttocheckonme.

DrSirhonyi:how’smypatientdoing?

Me:yourpatientisreadytogohome.

DrSirhonyi:haha!I’mtheonlyonewhocansaythat,

andbesides,I’mreallygoinghome.

Me:shiftover?

DrSirhonyi:yep,I’llassignanotherdoctortocheck

uponyoulateroninthenight.

Me:okay,thanks.

Helookedatme…smiling.

DrSirhonyi:youcarrysomuchpositivity,youknow

that?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

DrSirhonyi:eventhoughyou’reherewithabullet

wound,you’restilllaughing,smiling.Eventheroom



isnotastenseasIthoughtitwouldbewhenIheard

abouthowyougotshot.

Iswallowedhard…

Me:oh,theytoldyou?

DrSirhonyi:it’smyjobtoknow,asyourdoctor.And

ifyouwannalaychargesIwillhelpyou.

Me:Iactuallydon’tknowwhatIwannadorightnow.

DrSirhonyi:layingachargeagainstyoursister

doesn’tmeanyouhateherbutyou’remerely

protectingyourselfforfuturepurposes.Or,you

couldjustgiveheraprotectionorder,whichI

wouldn’tgoforbecauseyou’refamily,you’regonna

beinthesamespacemostofthetime.

Me:andifIdecidenottolayacharge?

DrSirhonyi:itisstillyourchoice,obviouslyyou

wouldnotlayachargehavingreasonsnotto.

Reasonsvalidtoyou.

Me:mh.



DrSirhonyi:whatI’mtryingtoshowyouisthat,

ekugqibeleni,youhavetomakethedecision

ngokwkakhonotbasedonwhatwethinkoronwhat

yourfamilywants.Youwereshot,notanyoneelse.

Me:thankyouforbeingobjective.

DrSirhonyi:you’rewelcome,enjoytherestofyour

shortstaywithus.

Me:asifthisissomeholidayresort,thankyou.

Helaughedandproceededtoattendotherpatients.

Ijustlaythereandwaitedformydad…

Myphonerangfromitshidingplace,itwas

Nkosinathi…

Me:baby?

Nkosinathi:ndikuphathelentoni?

Me:Chocolatecake?



Nkosinathi:Mh.

Me:that’sall…butjustbewarned,dadisalso

coming.

Nkosinathi:haywethuI’myourfriendifheasks.

Me:haike,yhizanecakeyambabe.

Nkosinathi:sharp.Seeyoujustnow.

Me:sure.

Hehungup…

Whenhefinallycame,hecamewithflowers,my

chocolatecakeandmylaptop.Itwasthoughtfulof

himbecauseIdidn’teventhinkofthat,apparently

heaskedformykeykubhutithenhewenttofetchit.

Anursegavehimavasefortheflowersthenhe

joinedmeinbedaswesharedthecake,Ifellasleep

sisancokolaandonlywokenupwhenIheardmy

dad’svoice.Theyweretalking,dadandNkosinathi.

Wow.



Me:tata.

Heturnedandcametowardsthebed,huggedme

andsatdown.

Nkosinathi:I’llcomebacklater.

Me:sharp.

Heshookdad’shandthenleft.

Dad:who’sthisyoungman?

Me:Nkosinathi?

Dad:yeah,ubhadlile.Nazanaphi?Ohuxoloman,

unjanisisi?

Me:ndirighttata,andiyazinentoendiyigcinelweyo

mnaapha.

Dad:unjaniuAsanda?

Me:Idon’tknow.

Dad:shehasn’tcometoseeyou?



Me:shehas,I’mjustnotreadyforanythingthatshe

wantstosay.Sheshotme,that’sallIknowright

now.

Dad:Iunderstand…baphioobhutibakho?

Me:bakhona…

Ndisandothibakhona,allofthemwalkedin.With

sisAsanda…

Me:andheretheycome.

Siki:tata.Ufikenini?

Heturnedandlookedattheminsilence,theywere

shockedthathe’shere,heseemedpissedoffthat

allofthemwereherebutnoneofthemthoughtof

informhimnomamaaboutwhathappened.

Dad:oh,nilapha,nonke.



Steve:weweregoingtocallyoutata.

Dad:when?

Lionel:namhlanjetaima,wecouldn’tcallyou

singayazihowbadlyhurtsheis.Wewerestill

waitingforthedoctor’sreport.

Dad:sononeofyouthoughtofcallingme

immediatelywhenshegotshot?Noneofyou

thoughtitwasimportanttoinformabonabazali

bakhewhenshewokeupthismorning?Noneof

you?

Cindy:s’celauxolotata.

Siki:wedidn’twannastressyouguys,wethought

we’dhandlethisandwehavetried.

Steve:Iguessoureffortsareunappreciatedke,

nakuekufounelewakuxelelabaulaphaakalinda

kuthi.

Dad:whosaidshecalledme?Ngubani?

Steve:kantiumazinjaniwenatataukubaulapha

sincewedidn’tcallyou?

Dad:Icalledherndifunaubonalendluintshaahlala



kuyo,kucacileyoudidnotbriefherngoxoka.

Steve:ohhaibotata.

Yhowandincedautataakatshobandimwhocalled.

Yho!

Heknewwhathewasdoing,heknowsallhis

childrenandheknewifheagreedthatIcalledhim

herebazondijikelalaterwhenhe’sgone.Hegotup…

Dad:you’reheretellingmeaboutunappreciated

efforts,unappreciatedeffortszantoniSteve?

ZofihlelamnanonyokoukubauAsandaudubule

udad’waboezimbanjeni?Huh?Isthattheeffort

you’remoaningabout?

Me:tata.

Dad:okanyenitheni,nifunaubhatalwaforwhatyou

didforherkuleperiodyalemesskaS’thembele

ukuzeniboneukubaanikhounappreciated?Isthat

whatyouwant?

Siki:that’snotwhathemeanttata.



Dad:oh,sowenaSikelelwauyamaziwhathemeant?

Becausehefirstdiscusseditwithyouthathefeels

unappreciated?Sixelelekewhyhefeels

unappreciatedbecausekuyacacaukubaunolwazi

oluphangaleleyo.

Siki:hayitatabendingatsho.

Dad:thenwhyezothethelwanguweuSteveasif

akanamlomo?

Shebackedaway…

Cindy’seyeswereteary,shewassnuggleduponto

Lionel’sarminsilence.Suchacry-baby.

Dad:zundenzelei-invoicekendoda,yonkeintothat

youbought,paidfor,onewayoftheotherplease

makeaninvoiceforme.Mnamntuuzeleu

Thixunathindizakubhatala.Iwillappreciateyou

kakhulumntanam.

Steve:that’snotwhatImeanttata…akhoneedfor

youtorepayanything.



Lionel:s’celauxolotata,siphazamilengokungani

xeleliaboutthis.S’xoleleNgconde,s’xolele

mfomkhulu.

Everyonewasquiet…dadwasjustlookingatthem

shakinghishead.

Asanda:nd’celauxolotata.

Helookedather.

Shefellontoherkneesandcrawledtowherehe

wasstanding,shewascryingandbeggingfor

forgiveness.Suddenlytheroomwasfilledwith

lamentations,shewasbeggingkabuhlunguandhe

seemedimmunetohercries,kwabuhlungukum.He

wasjustlookingather,hisowneyesteary.Evenoo

bhutiwerecryingbutubonanjengeenyembeziin

theireyes.LionelleftCindyandcametohugme,

Stevejoinedus,whilethefemaleswenttoconsole

Asandaonthefloor.Myheartbrokeintoamillion



pieces,whowouldhaveimagined?
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Afterafewminutes,dadpickedherupandhugged

her.Shecriedonhischestbeggingforforgiveness

andhecalmedherdown.Stevecleanedupmyeyes,

andnosewhilekissingmycheeks.Hemost

definitelydidn’tmeanthatunappreciatedremark

thewaydadtookit,Icouldtellthat’snothowhe

meantit.Everyonewasnowcalm,wejustwaitedon

dad.

Dad:wewilldiscussthewayforwardwhenyou’re

dischargedmntanam,okwangokujusttrytorecover.

Me:okaytata.

Dad:Asanda,sigodukakunye.

Asanda:okaytata.

Dad:Steve,Lionel…ndikhupheni,Iwanttohavea

wordwiththetwoofyou.



Thenhedialedsomethingonhisphone,aminute

later,myownphonebeeped.

Dad:incaseyouneedanythingwhileyouarestill

here,whenyourdoctordischargesyouundifounele

I’llcomefetchyou.

Me:enkositata.

Hehuggedme,kissedmyforeheadandleftwithout

sayingawordkoosisi.

Bothmybrothersfollowedbehindhim,includingsis

AsandasoIwasonlyleftwithSikiandCindyinthe

ward.

Siki:canIcutaslice?

Ilookedover,shewasstandingnexttomy

chocolatecake.



Me:sure.

Shecutandcametositonmybed,Cindywas

alreadysittingnexttomyfeet.

Cindy:whatdidthedoctorsay?

Me:nothingnew.

Cindy:whenaretheydischargingyou?

Me:hedidn’tsay.

Siki:doyouguysthinkutataisgonnapunish

Asanda?

Me:isn’tshetoooldforpunishmentna?

Siki:akhomntuutoooldkutata,waitandsee.

Cindy:wearealsogoingtogetourownpunishment

fornottellingthem,uzovawena.

Well,itwastheirdecision,Ididn’taskthemnotto

tellthefolks.Wedecidedtoeatthatentirecake,

oobhutibabuyanokutyathenlatetheywenthome



andleftmealonetothink.Thefollowingmorning

mydoctorcamein,checkedmywound,askedthe

nursetoredressitandthenIwasdischarged,but

myfamilywasnotthereyetsoIaskedtooccupy

thewarduntilmaybe12andiftheystilldon’tcome

thenI’llcallanUbertotakemetomyflat.

Sanawabethau12abantubengadebafike,soI

signedandwalkedoutoftheward…wenttositin

thefoyerandcalledmyboyfriendbeforecallingthe

cab.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:hey,uright?

Nkosinathi:yep,what’sup?

Me:yousoundlikeyou’redriving.

Nkosinathi:ewendizakuwe.

Me:oohokay,sharp.

Nkosinathi:ubuzothinibaby?

Me:IgotdischargedthismorningsoIthoughtI



shouldcallyoufirstbeforecallingacab.

Nkosinathi:andwhywouldyouneedtocallacab

ndikhona?

Me:bendingafuniukusokolisakalokubaby,butnow

thatyou’recomingtherewon’tbenoneedformeto

callnocab.

Nkosinathi:mnkq,undilindephikesisi?

Me:I’matthefoyer,textmewhenyou’rehere.

Nkosinathi:ifItextyouwho’sgonnacarryyoubag?

Me:Ihavehandsbra,andbesides,Ionlyhavea

woundononesideofmybodysoIcanprettymuch

doeverything.

Nkosinathi:byebyebaby.

Me:haha!Bye.

Hehungup.

OkaysoIwaited.

Iwasn’tgonnacallmyfamilytuyazi.



WhenNkosinathifinallyarrivedhedidn’ttext,he

justcametothefoyer.Ilaughedknowingfullywell

thatebezamanjeukundikhuphaishori.Istoodup

ashewasapproachingwhereIwassitting,grabbed

mybagandwalkedtowardshimtoo.Hetookmy

bagwhileplantingasoftkissonmylips,and

walkedmetohiscar.WedrovestraighttoWimpy,

hedidn’tevenaskukubabendityilenahejustdrove

thereandparked.Wewalkedinsideandordered

food…

Nkosinathi:whereamItakingyouto?

Me:canwechillfornow,thenyoucantakemeto

myplacelater.

Nkosinathi:willyoubeokayifwechillatmyplace

then?

Me:please.

Nkosinathi:okay…baphioobhutibakho?

Me:Idon’tknow,theyhaven’tcalledatalltoday.



Maybethey’rebusy.

Nkosinathi:abazothethawhentheyfindout

uphumelekwamanddidn’tcallthem?

Me:I’lldealwiththatwhenitcomestoit,Ijustdon’t

wannabealonerightnow.

Nkosinathi:alrightyityakesihambe.

Iwantedtoanswerhimsarcasticallybutdecided

notto,weatemakingsmallconversationthenwhen

weweredone,weleftforhishouse.Guypampered

me,ranmeabath,heatedtheroom,whenIwas

donebathingtherewasicecreamwaitingforme,

hemadesureIdrankmymedicationbeforeIeat

thaticecream.Hegavemehist-shirttowearwhile

washingmyclothesinthelaundryroom.Afterhe

hadhungthem,hecametolaydownwithme

endityelakwaleicecreamandiphatheleyona.

Me:how’syourmotherdoing?

Nkosinathi:she’sdoingwell,wehavefoundthe



culprits.

Me:peopleyouknow?

Nkosinathi:naah,ngamapharanjewhoweretaking

chances.

Me:oohokay.

Nkosinathi:howbadisyourwound?Whenwillbe

yournextcheck-up?

Me:checkmyfolderbaby.

Nkosinathi:don’ttellmeuyalala?

Me:youforcedmetodrinkmeds,hello?

Nkosinathi:akuyontoukhumbulawenakanene….

Whileweweretalking,mydadcalled.

Me:hellotata?

Dad:Ijustcalledyourdoctor,hesaidyou’re

discharged?

Me:ewetata,Iwasgonnacallyouofikakwam



endlini.

Dad:okay,I’llcomefetchyoutonight.

Me:whynottomorrowmorningtata?Ubulapha

nayizolowhenwillyourest?

Dad:I’llbetherebetween5and6.

Me:okaytata.

Dad:packaweekendbagke.

Me:alright.

Dad:byenow.

Hehungup…Ilookedattheboy.

Nkosinathi:he’scomingtofetchyou,right?

Me:yep.

Nkosinathi:howlongwillyoubehome?

Me:haikebaby,ngokundiselaphanawe?

Nkosinathi:kalokunamndiyakukhumbula.



Me:seewhyIsaidyoushouldn’tcancelCanada?

Nkosinathi:I’vemovedpassedthat.It’sfine,I’ll

comeseeyouphakokwenu.

Me:Iwon’tstayforlongobviouslybecauseIhave

tocomebacktoschool.

Nkosinathi:mmh.

Iwantedtoaskifheknewanythingaboutwhatwill

happentoKhiroorwhathadalreadyhappenedto

GingerbutIdidn’tthinkIwasreadyfortheanswer

sojustabortedthethoughtandquestion.Weboth

kindofrestedorratherfellasleepsincokola,he

wokemeupat4pm,mpahlazamalreadyironedso

ndanxibathenhedrovemetomyplaceandleftat

five,mydadwasthereat5:30,Ialsopacked

iimpahlathatIwasn’twearingforuOnele,andmy

shortweavebecauseshehadbeennaggingme

aboutit,thenwedrovehome.Forthefirst10K’swe

werejustquiet…untilhespokeup



Dad:whathaveyoudecidedon,regardingAsanda?

Me:Iwannalayachargetata.

Dad:okay,Ithinkweshouldstartatthepolice

stationkebeforewegohome.

Me:youdon’tthinkI’mbeingunfair?

Dad:forhertolearnalessonkumeleohlwaywe,you

willforgiveheratyourowntimebutnowwe’lllet

thelawplayitsrole.

Me:okay.

Dad:umamawillbesaddened,but,it’syour

decisiontomakeandIsupportyou.Fullybehind

you.

Ismiled…

Me:enkositata.

Dad:you’rewelcomemntanam.



Mydaddrovestraighttothepolicestation,welay

thechargesagainstsisAsanda,filledineverything

thatneededtobefilledinthenwedroveto

McDonalds,heboughtmeaMcFlurrythenwe

drovehome,Asandayenawillbeservedngoku

elaphakokwabo.Infactngokusilaphakokwabo

sobabini.Whenwegothome,umamawandenza

elonasana…OnelewasnothomewhenIgothome,

wehadsupperengekhothenIcalledherwhenIgot

tomyroom.

Onele:mntase?

Me:uphina?

Onele:I’matthepark,why?

Me:hayndiyakukhumbulaqha.

Onele:ohman…

Me:whyareyouattheparksolatethough?

Onele:kutenseendliniman,I’llgobackwhen

they’vegonetobed.



Ndathula…

Onele:mntasewhydidn’tyoutellme?

Me:Iwantedto,butthenIdidn’twantusisitothink

ndiyamjikelandinixelelabehindherback.

Onele:issheokaythough?Ithinkshesuffersfrom

Bipolardisordermanyazi.

Me:Idon’tknow.

Onele:haymntaseusisiwouldnevershootyouin

herrightminds,Idon’tbelieveshewould.

Me:Iknow,butyoushouldhaveseenher.

Shewentsilent…

Me:khaw’buyekeIbroughtsomestuff.

Onele:haibo,ukhona?

Me:duh!

Onele:esheutataakatshobauyothathawena,okay



mntasendiyeza.

Me:sure.

Wehungup,Itextedbaeandtoldhimwearrived

safeandupdatedhimmalunganecasele

ndiyivulileyoagainstusisi.Iknewdeepdownthat

whatIhaddonewouldbringadivisionamongstmy

siblingsandIbutIwasreadyforthat.Iwasready

foranythingthatwastocomenow.
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Iwasn’tbornintoapoorfamily,norwasIborninto

awealthyfamilybutbecauseIsawhowhardmy

fatherworkedasatruckdriverandasa

businessmanIlearnttoworkformyownmoney.

YoucouldsayI’maworkaholicbecauseI’drather

workthanfallinlove,mylastseriousrelationship

showedmeflames.IeventoldmyselfthatI’dnever

loveagain,xaumntuenomithaehlalanawekanti

umitheleomnyeumntu.Thatincidentdidn’tjust

bruisemyegobutitscarredmyhearttoapointthat



Istartedseeingwomenasobjects,utatazange

andifundiselonto,butlivedid.Sonkesingamadoda

ekhayagrewupbeingtaughtthatumfaziuphathwa

njengeqanda,mthandeandumthandisiseyena

uzokuhlonipha.ButasIgrewupIhadrealizedthat

mostgirlsI’vebeenwithabazinothingngothandwa,

alltheknowisthemoneylanguagesoIadapted

intothat,sleepwithawomanandgivehermoney.

Kuthwayimaliyomqamelo,right?ButI’dalways

wonderhowisthatdifferentfromprostitution?

Noneofbusinessthough.AslongasIgetwhatI

wantandshegetswhatshewants.

ButthenwhenIbumpedontoCassandra…

Idon’tknowwhathappened,butwhateverIhad

adapteddisappearedandIsawmyselfwantingto

bethemanIsawmydadbeingtomymother.He

wasalwaysthere,presenteveninhisabsence.As

muchasIgavemyallfromthebeginningofour

friendshipIdidrealizethatshe’safraidtolove

whichiswhyItookbabysteps,Iknewshe’stheone.

ImightnothavesaiditbutIknewshe’stheone.



Okay…soSivuyiseinsulteduCassandraatcampus,

thenshecametoapologizeendlini.Iknewshe

didn’tcometoapologize,shecamehopingwe’d

kissandmakeupbutthenwhenshegotthere,my

girlfriendwasalreadythere.UCassandrauyariska

nayeIdidn’tunderstandwhyshe’dleaveussithethe

sodwawhenIreallyhadnothingtohide….Iwatched

herasshewalkedupthosestairs,closedthedoor.

Me:oh-kay,what’sup?

Sivu:Shelivesherenow?

Me:whywouldshelivehere?Whyisthatevenyour

problem?

Sivu:noI’mjustasking…

Ijustlookedather…

Sivu:Nathi,whydidyoumoveonsoquickly?

Me:howquicklyisquicklykanti?Ayear?



Sivu:Ineversaidweshouldbreakup…Ijustwanted

timetofocusonmystudiesandyoumovedonnje

kanjalo?Howcouldyoudothat?

Me:haveyougraduatedkengoku?

sivu:no.

Me:thengobackandfocusonyourstudies,we’re

stillonthebreakasrequestedbyyoukaloku.

Sivu:Nathithisisnotfunny.Okaydidyouhaveto

dateherke?Samecampus?

Me:whatdifferencedoesitmake?

Sivu:myfriendsknowyourcar,andthey’veseen

youdroppingheroff.

Me:how’sthatanyofmyproblem?

Sivu:babyndiyakucela.

Me:ucelantoniSivuyise?Pleasebespecific,what

exactlyareyouaskingfor?

Sivu:mlahle.



Ilookedatherandlaughed….

Me:urightaphentloko?Ndikulindeunyakawonke

ufikesew’sithimandilahleumntuwam?Uvelaphi

ndiye?

Sivu:kodwanaweuyayazishecanneverbeme.

Evenyoursisteragrees.

Me:Ialsoagree,shecanneverbeyou.Trustmeon

thatone.

Sivu:whyareyoubeingsarcastickengoku?

Me:SivuyiseMqalanje,iphelileintoibisidibanisa…

infactyaaphelak’dalaevenbeforeyouwantedto

taeabreak.Pleasedon’tembarrassyourselfnow,

takeitlikeasoldierandalsomoveon.

Sivu:babypleasedon’tsaythat.

Me:pleasedon’ttouchme…uzothiniubaby

xezophumakularoomugwencelakum?

Shemovedbackandwipedhertearsusingtheback



ofherhands,Igaveheratissueboxandjustwaited

forhertofinish.

Sivu:feelslikeyouneverreallylovedme.

Me:itwasgoodwhileitlasted,I’msorrythatit

didn’tmaterialize.

Sivu:canIgetaglassofwaterplease?

Iwenttogetherbottledwater…shedrankhalfand

askedmetogofetchCasssoshecouldapologize

forearlier.Ireluctantlywalkedupthosestairs

knowingfullywellthatCassandraakazoyenzalonto.

Iwalkedinandsatnexttoheronthebed…

Cass:she’sgonealready?

Me:she’sstillhere,wantstoseeyou.

Cass:forwhat?

Me:shewantstoapologizetoyou.



Cass:tellherI’mgood.

Ilookedather,shejustlaughedatme.

Cass:hayndiserious,I’mgood.

Me:baby.

Cass:baby,tellherI’mgood.Shecankeepher

apologyforsomeonewhoneedsit.

Me:Ithoughtwewerepeacefulpeoplethough.

Cass:shestabbedmybagthismorning,mybooks

scatteredonthefloor,herfriendstookavideoof

thatandposteditonFacebookandnowshecomes

herealonetoapologizetome?Haybaby,makenze

uFacebookliveaxolise.

Ilaughed,threwherwithapillowandwalkedout.

Afterafewminutesshefollowedmedownthe

stairs,maybeshethoughtourvisitorwasgone

alreadyorshejustwantedtocatchusinanyaction.

Youcanneverreallyknowwithwomen.Isawheras

IwaswalkingSivuyiseout…

Me:ohhey.



Cass:isyourgirlfriendgoneyet?

Me:she’shere,shouldIcallher?

Cass:nah,I’mhereforfoodnother.

Shehadalreadyturnedandwalkedbackin.

Cassandrawalkedstraightaheadtothekitchen.

Sivuyise:uhm,Cassandra.CanIhaveaword?

Cass:ha.ababe.

Shetookoutasideplate,whistling.

Sivuyise:please,Ijustwanttoapologizetoyou.I

knowIwaswrongforwhatIdidearlier.

Cass:youknewwhatyouweredoingwhenyou

weredoingit,suactor.

Me:baby,pleasegiveherachance.

Cass:andinachanceguys,Idon’tmindya’llsorting

outyourissuesbecausethey’renoneofmy

businessbutifshewantstoapologizetomeshe’s

gonnahavetopullthesamestuntshepulledearlier

today.Onthereal.

Sheresumedtowarmingupthefood…wejust



stoodtherewatchingher,sheproceededtoputon

thekettleandtookoutonecup,lookedatmeand

asked:

Cass:coffee?

Me:teaplease.

WellSivuhadnootherchoicebuttoleave,andwe

didn’teveneatokwakutyabecausewehadtogo

fetchsomeone’slaptopfromherflat.Fastforward

tothedayItookmymothertothedoctor,Ireally

didn’tknowthatSivuyisewasgonnabethere.Ihad

alotonmyplatebutmotherwasprioritysowhenI

realizedthatAsenathiwastherewithSivuIdecided

toattendtomyotherbusinessesthatneededmy

attention.IdrovetoPortAlfredtoseeKhayaand

Khanya(twinbrothers)whoarebothmybusiness

partners.WehadtodiscussCanada…

Khaya:there’senoughmoneyinthebanknow,

maybeweshouldn’tjustfocusonCanada.Oneof

uscanalsogotoHongKongandmeetupwith



WangWeiforthatfranchisebusiness.

Me:IthinkyoushouldgotoHongKong,lachapis

veryfondofyou.Hespeakshighlyofyou.

Khaya:bro,ufunandiyotyaamasele?

Me:what?

Khanya:hahaha!Uzotyanekatintwanayam?

Me:haymanwenasukuyokisalentwana.Mamela

skeem,ikhonairicephayanenyama.

Khanya:uzotyairicengeenkuni.

Khaya:chopsticksyoumoron.

Itwasalwaysapleasuretomeetupwiththesetwo,

verymuchbusinessorientatedyetveryhumorous.

WangWeiwantedtopartnerwithusinbringing

businesstothecountry,thensellusarestaurant

thatside.Soweweregonnabehisfrontmanonhis

medicalsuppliesbusinesshereinSAwhichwas

goodbecausethatbusinesshadlimited

competitionandhehadacoupleofthebiggest

ChineserestaurantsinHongKong.Ileftthesetwo



havingconcludedthatKhayawillgotoHongKong

alonethenKhanyaandIwillgotoCanadaandlater

joinKhayainHK.Idrovetomybrother’shouseto

fetchmyphone,checkedmessagesthenIwentto

thecarwashandspenttimewiththeguysthere

beforeheadingtotheclub.Ididn’trealizethatIhad

beenneglectingmyworkuntilIwalkedintothat

place,nonethelessImadeupforlosttimeandlater

wenthomeintheweehoursofthemorning.

Followingday,Iwenttoseemygirl.Shewasn’t

answeringherphonethough…onceIgotthereI

realizedthatIslippedupandapologizedbut,it

wasn’tentirelymyfaultsoafterleaving

Cassandra’shouseIhadtogocorrectanerror.I

wentstraighttoAsenathiwhowasatthecarwash,I

foundhertalkingtoaclientsoImingledwiththe

gentsabituntilIsawthatshe’sfreethenIwalked

uptoherandaskedthatwemeetinthe

tshisanyamaoffice.Iclosedthedooroncewewere

bothinside.

Asenathi:yintoniwasserious?Kufebani?



Me:I’mcomingfromCassandrarightnow,shesays

thatshecalledmeandyouansweredmyphone.

Asenathi:ibisecharge,soobviouslyIanswered

yourphone.

Me:uthenikuye?

Asenathi:yenauthinditheni?

Me:Asenathi?

Asenathi:Pleasedon’ttellmeyou’regonnatakeher

side?Seewhyshe’snotgoodforyou?

UyasixabanisalomntanaNathi.

Itookadeepbreath,yaziIknowmysister.

Xaezaziukubaurongoubanjena,sheknewright

thatmomentthatshewaswrongandshejusttold

herselfthatshewasnotgonnaapologize.

Me:AsenathiDakumba,thisisthelasttimeI’m

tellingyouthis.Stopmeddlinginmyaffairs.Stopit

Asenathi,yiyeke.



Asenathi:I’mmerelyshowingyoutheri-

Me:shutthefuckupandstopmeddlinginmy

relationship!Pleaseman,haibo.

Asenathi:okayfine,butshe’sstillnotgoodforyou.

Me:I’mgonnaignorethat,fornow.Domeafavour,

ifyouloveSivuyisesomuch,fuckherandleaveme

outofit.

Sheswallowedhard.

Me:andizoxakwayintoemandiyenzeifyoueverpull

anotherstuntagain,especiallywhenitcomestomy

relationship.Trustmeonthat…nowmovingon,

ndcelaubonai-cashregisteryecarwashnepetty

cashyayo.AfterthatIwantallthefinancebooksze

tshisanyama,rightnow.

Shelookedatmewithoutmoving.

Me:ndiyathethaAsenathi.



Asenathi:uhm,iincwadi?

Me:uqaleniniuthintitha?

Shedidn’tmovesoIwenttothedrawerand

removedthebooks,thecashboxandputeverything

onthedesk.Shelookedsouncomfortableandthe

onlyreasoncouldbebecauseshewasnot

managingmybusinessproperly,whichIwasgoing

todealwith,rightnowifthatwastobethecase.
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IsatdownwiththebooksIcouldfindandtried

balancingtheexpenditurestotheprofits,Icould

seenjeukubakutyiwaimaliyamakhokwa

businessngandawo.Iwasgettingangrierbythe

minutesoIdecidedtojusttakeeverything

ndiyosebenzelaendlini.

Asenathi:uyahamba?



Me:yes.

Iwalkedout…shefollowed

Asenathi:uhm,mntase…

Me:canyouholdthatthought?We’lltalkwhenI’m

donewiththese.

Igotinmycaranddrovetoalltheclubs,collected

iincawdiandwenthomendasebenza.Outofallthe

businessesthecarwashyeyonaingangenisimali,

kudalakewathiumamaImusttakethatbusiness

fromAsenathibecauseyiyoleimenza

angafunukwenzanto,utyalamaliinthenameof

beingfamily.AfterIcheckedallthebooksI

scheduledameetingwithallmymanagersfromthe

differentbusinessesandalsocreatedjob

advertisementsforezibendivileukubasiyashota

istaffthenIhadanearlynight.Ireceivedacallfrom

Steve…



Me:grootman?

Steve:uphi?

Me:ndisendlini,what’sup?

Steve:Cassandrahasbeenshot,usesibhedlele.

Me:shotbywho?

Steve:asanda,butshe’snotbadlyhurt.

Me:okay…pleasetextmethehospitalnameand

ward.

Steve:useMercantilebutI’lltextyoutheward

numberrightnow.

Me:sure,enkosi.

Wehungup…

Igotoutofbed,gotdressedandrushedtothe

hospital,StevesentthewardnumberwhileIwas

drivingsoIonlycheckeditoutwhenIparkedatthe

hospital.



WhenIgottotheward,twoofhersisterswere

there…

Me:Molweni…howisshe?

Cindy:hey,uhm…she’sout.Butthedoctorsaidit’s

justagraze,noharmdone.

Me:ohokay.

Iwenttotouchherforehead,Idon’tknowwhy.Ijust

wishedshewouldwakeupwhileI’mhere,maybeifI

couldhearhervoiceI’dbesurethatnoharmwas

done.Icouldseetherewasalotofblood…

Me:shelostsomeblood.

Cindy:quietalot,butthatcanbesorted.Don’t

stressyourselfaboutit.

Me:uphiumdubuli?

Cindy:hernameisAsanda,andweleftherthere.



Me:Iknowwhathernameis,butIdon’tcareabout

it.

Cindy:haikeungakulingeThembinkosiorwhatever

yournameis,infactwhyamIevenentertainingyou?

Becausethisisafamilymatter,awungenindawo.

Ilookedather…

Me:familymatter?Whatisafamilymatterhere?

Wakhewayivaphiifamilyedubulanayo?

Cindy:bhutindini,don’tcomeoutheresizililela

uzosiinsult’a,please.Phumakulento,awungeni

ndawo.

Me:ifthisishowya’llaregonnahandlethis,then

yourfamilyisfullofhypocritesandyouobviously

donotcareaboutCassandraasmuchasyou

portrayto.

Shestoodupwithahandonherhip…



Cindy:howdareyou?

Me:don’tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme!Don’tyou

dare.

Cindy:orwhat?Huh?Whatareyougonnado?Kanti

uCassandraujolanebullyallthiswhile?

Me:ibullynguwe,ibullynguladad’wenu,ibullynini

inactualfactphakokwenu.Kuyacacamoslo

AsandahadintentionsofharminguCassandra

kwalentowayengazangeam’believe’eemxelela

aboutthisKhiroissue.Nizibullyeziqhelileyotoget

theirwayineverything.

Shethrewmewithaglassofwater,theotherone

jumpedandstoodinfrontofher…

Cindy:getthefuckoutofhere.Now!

Iignoredher…grabbedthechairshesatonand

pulleditclosertothebedholdingmybabe’shand

andprayedinsilence.Afteraboutfifteentothirty



minutes,Igotupandwalkedout.Shewasn’t

wakingupmosandIwasgettingangrier.Idrove

backhomeandlaythere…afterafewminutesof

layingdownIdecidedtojustdrivetooneofthe

closestclubsthatIownjusttocooloffabit.

ManagerondutywasChad,amischievous

colouredboywhoknowshowtomakemoney.He

understandsmylanguageverywell.

Chad:MinisterofFinance,Ididn’tthinkwe’dsee

youheretonight.

Me:didn’tthinkI’dbeheretonighttoo…Ijustneed

tocooloffabit.

Chad:andI’vegotexactlywhatyouneed.

Me:I’mnotinthemoodforanycompanyChad,just

bringmewhiskeyandmintcigars.I’llbeinthe

chambers.

Chad:comingrightup.

IwenttothesecretchambersforVIPtreatment,



foundoneinthefarendoftheselectionand

removedmyt-shirt,putonmusicandfloppedonto

thecouch.Itwasn’tlongwhenIheardaknockon

thedoor,Igotupandwenttoopenit…therewere

threegirls.Onecarryingatraywithglassesandice,

theothercarryingthecigarboxandtheother

carryingthewhiskey.

Girl1:Chadsaidweshouldcomeserveyou,sir.

Me:oh…uhm,pleasecomein,youcanput

everythingonthattable.

Okay,Isaidgirls.

Ishouldhavesaidgirlsinlingerie.

Half-naked,sexy,whitegirls.

ForasecondIwastemptedtoclosethedoor,they

knewverywellwhattheycameheretodo.They

cametoserve…butisazelawouldn’tletme.SoIjust

waitedphaemnyango.



Girl2:ontherocks?

Me:yougirlscango,I’llmanagethankyou.

Girl1:Chadsaidyouneededcompany.

Girl2:andwe’dbemorethanhappy,tomakeyou

happy.

Me:don’tworryaboutit,I’mgood.Thankyou.

Theynodandwalkedout…

Ihadanerectionwhiletalkingtothem,Isatdown

anddrankaboutfourglassesofwhiskey

consecutively.Feltmybodyrelaxing…afterabout

threehoursofdrowningmyselfinalcohol,four

timesrejectingChad’sideaofblowingoffsome

steam,turningoffthegirlsenthusiasm,Icalled

Chadtocallmeacab,Iwouldn’tbeabletodrive.

I’mfortunateenoughtobethesmallpercentageof

peoplewhodon’tgethungoverevenafteraheavy

nightofpartying.WhileIwasstilllisteningtomy

bodyek’seni,Chadcalled…



Me:Chad?

Chad:oh,you’reawake.

Me:youwerecallinghopingI’dbeasleep?

Chad:hayboss,I’mjustcheckinguponyou.

Me:Chad?

Chad:boss?

Me:getyourselfagirlfriend,oraboyfriend.

Whicheverwillmakeyoubusy.

Heburstoutlaughing…

Chad:whenIdon’tcheckuponyou,yousayIonly

careaboutyourmoneythough.

Me:andthat’syourjob,tocareaboutmymoney.

Chad:haveyougonegayonmenow?

Me:what?

Chad:yousentawaythreebeautifulgirlslastnight,

afterIpersonallyselectedthemforyou.



Me:Itoldyou,Iwasn’tinanymoreforcompanynje.

Chad:youoweme.

Me:ska!

Ihungup

Gotoutofbedandtookashower…

WhenIwasdoneIcalleduKhayanoKhanyaand

toldloebezohambanamthatuzohambayedwa,I

couldn’tbeplanningtoleavethecountryrightafter

mygirlfriendgotshot.Iwouldn’tbeabletocope

kwakulomsebenzi,Iknewverywellthatthere

nothingmuchformetodobutIwantedtobehere

andnotacrosstheborderincasesheneed

something.AfterthatphonecallIwenttovisitherat

thehospital,shewasawakeandbettertowhatI

hadthought.Funnyenough,hersisterwasn’trude

atall.Maybelehliugwebuoritwasbecausesome

oftheirsiblingswepresent?Idon’tknow.After

spendingsometimewithherIflewtoPretoria,Ihad

abusinessmeetingthereandIalsohadtocheckon

mysisterthatside…



OnceIlanded,Ibumpedontooneofmyexes…she

waslookingbeautiful.NotthatIwasshocked,she’s

alwaysbeenbeautiful.

Nthabi:dude,youlookgood.

Me:lookatyourself,howareyou?

Wehugged….

Nthabi:I’mdoingalright,howareyou?How’s

business?

Me:businessisalright,I’mokayasyoucansee.

Nthabi:who’stheluckywoman?Youlooksmitten.

Me:areyoujealous?

Shelaughed…

Nthabisanghasalwaysbeenwarmand

accommodative,Iwouldn’treallysayshewas



flirtingbutthatlaughhadsometingles.

Nthabi:well…

Me:doyouhavetimeforcoffee?

Nthabi:sure,whynot?

Wewalkedtothenearestcaféandboughtcoffee

sancokolaforaboutthirtyminutesjustcatchingup.

Me:whatareyoudoingnow?

Nthabi:I’mworkinginCanada,Ijustgothere

yesterdaytocheckonmymother.

Me:mh,anyhusbandIshouldbegettingintroduced

to?

Nthabi:maybeyoucouldbethehusband?

Me:haha!Me?Comeonnow,surelythere’s

someonethere.

Nthabi:thereis,buthe’sjustnotintomarriageso



there’snohope.

Me:doeshehaveanyreasonnottomarryyou?I

mean,you’reanincrediblewoman.

Nthabi:heh!You’reonlysayingthatnow?Wow

Nathi!

Me:hey,youdumpedme.Nottheotherwayround

soplease…

Webothlaughed.

WouldhavelovedtoaskabouthersonbutthenI

decidednotto.

Wewentourseparateways,Iwenttomybusiness

meetingfirstthereafterIwenttomysister’splace

andspentthenightthere.
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WhenIgottomysister’splace,herhusbandwas

awayonbusinessmeaninghe’sfullyrecovered.We

chilledforabit,gotupdatedngezintozonkethen



obviously,themarriagequestionpoppedupagain.I

thinkmyfamilythinksIdon’teverwanttoget

married,Idon’tblamethem.Buttheyhadtobe

patientwithme,Iwasn’tgonnamakesomelife

changingdecisionsinahastejusttopleasethem.

Westillhadtotakesometestsnobabybefore

anythingelse,whatifI’mincompetent?Howisshe

gonnatakethat?Whatifshe’sincompetent,how

amIgonnatakethat?Wehadalottogothrough

beforeIevenpopthequestionbutIwasn’tdoubting

heronebit.

Pearl:So,haveyoufinallydecidedthatshe’sthe

one?

Me:who?

Pearl:yournewwoman.

Me:sheis.

Pearl:youdon’tsoundtoosure.

Me:Ifeellikeshe’spullingback,forsomereason

we’relosingconnection.



Pearl:haveyoudiscussedhowyoufeel,withher?

Me:Ihaven’thadthechanceto,shewasshotby

hersistersouses’bhedlelerightnow.

Pearl:didyousay,shotbyherownsister?

Me:it’salongstory.

Shedidn’taskmore,unfortunatelyIcouldn’twait

andseemynephewsbecauseIalsoneededtobe

thereforCassandra.IflewbacktoPEanddrove

straighttothehospital,shecalledwhileIwason

mywaytoher…

Me:baby?

Cass:hey,uright?

Me:yep,what’sup?

Cass:yousoundlikeyou’redriving.

Me:ewendizakuwe.

Cass:oohokay,sharp.



Me:ubuzothinibaby?

Cass:IgotdischargedthismorningsoIthoughtI

shouldcallyoufirstbeforecallingacab.

Me:andwhywouldyouneedtocallacabndikhona?

Cass:bendingafuniukusokolisakalokubaby,but

nowthatyou’recomingtherewon’tbenoneedfor

metocallnocab.

Me:mnkq,undilindephikesisi?

Cass:I’matthefoyer,textmewhenyou’rehere.

Me:ifItextyouwho’sgonnacarryyoubag?

Cass:Ihavehandsbra,andbesides,Ionlyhavea

woundononesideofmybodysoIcanprettymuch

doeverything.

Me:byebyebaby.

Cass:haha!Bye.

Ihungup.Ihavecometorealizethatucelawasnot

inhernature,insteadofaskingtobeassistedshe’d

ratherdoitherselfnomatterhowdifficultitwas.

Independencyissexy,trustme,butsometimesit’s



aturn-offbecauseanindependentwomandoesn’t

leaveagapforthemantoactuallybethemanin

therelationship.Sometimesmencomeacrossas

insecurewhentheyspeakupaboutthis,unknowing

tothefemalespeciesthatsometimeswejust

wannafeellikeweareincontrol,wewanttoknow

thatwecanlead.Idroveandparkednearertothe

entranceofthehospital,wentstraighttowhereshe

saidshewas,shesawmeandlaughedasshe

stooduptakingherbagintoheroneworkinghand.

OneofmyhandfairlytouchedherwaistasI

grabbedthebag,andkissedheratthesametime

beforewalkingherouttomycar.IwashungrysoI

drovestraighttoWimpy,didn’tevenaskherifshe’s

hungrybecauseIknowshecanneversaynoto

food,and,evenshehadeatenbreakfast,itwas

alreadyclosetolunchtimenow.Shemustbe

hungry.Wedidn’tsaymuchafterplacingourorder…

Me:whereamItakingyou?

Cass:canwechillfornow,thenyoucantakemeto

myplacelater.

Me:willyoubeokayifwechillatmyplacethen?



Cass:please.

Me:okay…baphioobhutibakho?

Cass:Idon’tknow,theyhaven’tcalledatalltoday.

Maybethey’rebusy.

Me:abazothethawhentheyfindoutuphumele

kwamanddidn’tcallthem?

Cass:I’lldealwiththatwhenitcomestoit,Ijust

don’twannabealonerightnow.

Me:alrightyityakesihambe.

WhenweweredoneeatingItookherhome,made

surethatshe’scomfortablethenherdadcalledsoI

hadtorushhertoherflatafikeephayaandIdid,

withoutnohassles.Shelatertextedandsaidshe’s

arrivedhomesafeandhaslaidachargeagainsther

sister…whichwasgood,butIknewthatwould

dividethembezisiblings.Whilestillthinkingabout

her,andmymoneythatAsenathihadbeen

misusingallthiswhile,Ireceivedacallfrom

Nthabiseng…well,thankstoTruecaller,becauseI



didn’thavehernumber.

Me:hello?

Nthabi:MrDakumba,usharp?

Me:Verywellthankyou,usharpnawe?

Nthabi:hayfokofNkosinathi,yintoniwaformalnam

ngoku?

Iburstoutlaughing…

Me:wherethehelldidyougetmynumber?

Nthabi:IguessIneverreallydeletedit.

Me:littlemissMischievousareyou!

Shegiggled…

OhLord.



Nthabi:areyoubyanychancestillaround?

Me:no,Ileftthisafternoon.

Nthabi:youleftforCapeTownorforPE?

Me:PE,what’sup?

Nthabi:Ithoughtwecouldmaybehavelatelunch

andcatchup.

Me:erh…

Nthabi:Iknow,butwe’rebothallgrownnow.Surely

wecanbeciviltowardseachother.

Me:civilisnotaproblem,butImean,weseparated

onaverywrongfoot,Idon’thateyouforyour

decisionsobviouslybuthavinglunchwithyou

Nthabiseng?Idon’tthinkthatwouldbeagreatidea.

Iactuallydon’tthinkIcandoitwithouthavingto

thinkback.

Shepaused.

Icouldstillhearherbreathingsoshewasobviously

stillontheline,butnotrespondingasimmediate.



Me:seeingwasgreatthough,andyes,wehave

grown.

Nthabi:I’msorryIhurtyou.

Me:it’swaterunderthebridge,sikhulanjalo.

Nthabi:NathiIknowhowmuchyoulovedme,atthe

timeallIcouldthinkofwasvengeancetowhatyou

didandthenIgotcarriedaway.

Okaynowwasmyturntoprocesswhatshejust

said…

Nthabi:earlierwhenyousaidI’mawonderful

woman,Iknewyoumeantit.IjustwishedI’dheard

yousayitbackthen.

Me:youwouldn’thavehearditbackthen,your

focuswasonmakingmepayandIdid.

Andikukhaleli.

Nthabi:I’mreallysorry.



Me:it’scool,IthinkkwangokusasisohlukanaIdid

sayI’veforgivenyou.

Nthabi:youdid.Iguessseeingyoubroughtback

memories.

Me:yeahhey.

Thenwebothwentsilent…

Honestlyspeakingwehadsomegoodtimes,but

akhontoingapheliyo,right?

Iclearedmythroat…

Me:Iuhm,Iguessyoursonhasgrownintoa

handsomeyoungmannow?

Nthabi:hehasyho.He’scontributedalotintothis

responsiblewomanI’vebecome.

Me:Iknowyou’reawonderfulwoman,andIalso

knowthatyou’vebeenanincredibleparenttohim.

Nthabi:enkosibro.



Me:you’rewelcome….

Nthabi:youwouldhavebeenagreatdad.

Me:let’srathernotgothere.

Nthabi:it’sthetruthandIknowyouprobablyreally

don’twannahearitbutIknowverythatyouwould

havebeenagreatdad.

Me:mh.

Nthabi:it’sapityIcanneverbeaco-parentwithyou

anymore,Imean,I’dhavelovedto.Watchyouplay

soccerwithourchild,buildcargosandstuff.Just

asweimagined.

Me:unfortunatelythisworlddoesn’taccommodate

imagination.It’srealityafterrealityandourrealities

arewaaaydifferentrightnow.

Nthabi:yeahhey…

Me:yep.

Nthabi:I’mgoingbacknextweek,canwemeetup

ke?Evenifit’slunch.Icancomedownthatsideif

youwon’tbeabletocomeup.



Me:IhaveaverybusyweekbutIcandolunch,on

Thursdaythough.I’llcomeup.

Nthabi:thankyou.Seeyouthen.

Me:thanksforthecall.

Nthabi:sharp.

Wehungup…

WhywasIsuddenlycatchingsomeweirdvibes

fromNthabiseng?

Almostasifshewantssomethingmorethan

ilunch…somethingmorethanwhatshewas

frontingwith.Andnowallofasuddenshe’sallI

couldthinkof,flip!

Igotupandwenttothecellar…Ineededsomething

strongerthanwhatIhadinmyroom.Igrabbeda

bottleandwentbacktomyroom…justasIwas

abouttoopenthebottle,Sandiletextedandsaid

mandivuleigate.ItcanreallybeSandile.Igotup

andwenttoopenthegate,bottlestillinhand,the



droveinandwalkedintomyhouse…aboutsixof

them,asthegatewasclosing,anothercarhooted

soIreopendthegate.Sandileshoutedengenanje…

Sandile:yewenakwedinikanotrakhi!

Ilaughedathim,hegrabbedmyHennesseyaswent

straighttothefridge.

Me:hehSandile,uyaw’zeuyiyekeintoyovelauthi

gqiemziniwomntu?

Sandile:ndizay’yekelantoni?Hehkwedini

unenkazanaoyifihlileyoapha?

Me:khon’babendinayo?

Sandile:izothishukebecausesizonxilakuse

phandleaphakwakho.

Lenjaizenamajitawonke…

Iwatchedthemallastheywalkedinwithbottles

andcaseszotywala…Sandilewasalreadymaking



himselffood,theothersmakingthemselves

comfortableandIwasloPopeyeubukelebona.I

justlaughedatmyselfandclosedthedoorndaya

kubo.

Mas’xole:uph’uSandile?

Me:inobauyatyaphaekitchen.

Hegotupandwenttohim…theyarebrothers,

Masixoleisyounger.Sandilesawhimcoming

ndamvaethukisela.

Sandile:yay’bonakelentoyoshumanekakwamnako

ndilandelwangooMas’xole.Uyaphiemvakwam?

Uyaphi?

Mas’xole:utyanjanindingatyi?

Sandile:hehkwediniNkosinathikhaw’ndizamele

intombiayikhole.

Me:mhlawakwaziufounauthiucelaukuzakwam



ndaw’kuzamela.

Itwasn’tlongwhenascooterhootedoutside…

Me:who’sgirlfriendisthat?

Luthando:Pizzadelivery.

Ohokay,Iknewthatmomentit’sreallyabouttogo

down.
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MasixolepaidforthefoodwhileIwentupstairsto

callmybabe...shedidn'tanswerherphonesoI

textedhergoodnightthenIjoinedthegents.

Kwamanziphantsiinnotime,youknowwhen

you'rehavingsomuchfunthatyoudon'tnotice

time?Weonlyrealizedthatkusilewhenwehearda

hooteroutside...



Me:anyoneexpectingsomeone?

Luyanda:thatmustbemywife.

Masixole:oh-hoo!

Me:usalandwalomjitanangoku?

Luyanda:hayfokofvulaigateangeneubaby.

WelaughedathimasIgotup,openedthegateand

watchedherasshedroveinandparked.Shedidn't

makeanyattempttocomeoutofthecar,soItold

him.Hegatheredhisshirtandjacketthenwalked

outstumbling...Icheckedthetime,itwashalfpat

sixinthemorning.Okobesinxilaubusukubonke.

Hegotinthecar,Ireopenedthegateandtheyleft.

WhenIreturned,theotherswerehalfasleepsoIleft

themphaandwenttosleepinmyownbed.Idon’t

carehowmanyweare,I’dneversleepinthecouch

kwamibhediikhona.

Wokeupat12toaringingphoneanditwasn'tmine,

Ilookedatthescreenandsawahalf-nakedwoman.



Shelookedfamiliar,justthatIwasalsohalfdrunkI

couldn'treallythinkstraight.Igotoutofbedand

tookashowerbeforewalkingdownthestairsto

findtheloungescatteredwithdrunkmen.Iopened

thewindows,wenttothekitchenandmadethatraw

eggmixturetocuremyhangoverthenIwentfora

swimattheback.Masixolewasalreadythere,with

ajugoficecoldwater.Wesweminsilencefora

fewminutesthenItookaglassofhiswaterand

restedabit.

Mas'xole:youhavebeenscarcelately.Everything

okay?

Me:yeah,justbeenbusy.

Mas'xole:beenbusyhuh?

Ilookedathim...Masixoleunayolantoyocing’ba

nje’baeyijournalistuyijournalistnakuthisonke.He

doesn’tknowwheretodrawthelinebetweenhis

workandourownpersonallives.



Me:saywhatyouwannasayorleavemethefuck

alone.

Mas'xole:whoisshe?

Me:huh?

Mas'xole:youonlybecomethisscarcewhenyou

haveanewwomaninyourlifesowhat'shername?

Whatdoesshedo?

Isighed...

Thismotherfuckerwaschilledasfuckjusttrying

hisbesttoreadmymind.

Mas'xole:she'sastudent,right?

Me:fuckyouMasixole.

Mas'xole:whenthefuckwillyoulearndude?Leave

studentsthefuckalone!

Me:she'sdifferent.

Mas'xole:wait,that'swhatyousaidwiththelast



one.What’shernameagain?Sivu.Yes.Yousaid

shewasdifferentfromthemedicalstudent...And

wheredidthatrelationshipendup?OrshouldIask

howdifferentwasthatrelationship?

Igotoutofthewater...

Thisniggafollowedmydamnedassoutofthe

water.

Mas'xole:studentsdon'thavetimeforserious

relationships,youshouldknowthatbynow.

Abantwanaalltheywantistoolookgood,eat

kwindawoeziphezulu,goshoppingandmilkyoudry

offyourmoney.That'sit.

Me:asIsaid,she'sdifferent.Waytoodifferent.

Mas'xole:okay...Khawutshoke,what'ssodifferent

aboutherthatwasn'tdifferentaboutabanyeaba?

Me:shedoesn'taskformymoney,Ihavetobegher

ukuzeayithathe.She'sonsomemissindependent

ishandit'ssexyAFbutit'sachallengebecauseI'm



usedtothrowingthingsatgirlsandthey'dbe

oozing.She'snotlikethat.

Mas'xole:eithershe'sumlungukeorshe'sfroma

richfamily.Whichiswhich?

Me:unfortunatelyngumXhosa.Fromanaverage

familyifImaysay.

Mas'xole:whenareweseeingher?

Me:Idon'tknow.Idon'tthinkIwantya'lltomeether.

Mas'xole:HaiboMfethu,whynot?

Me:nizifuckenzabantuthat'stheproblem,

ndizomzisakuniandya'llwillstartinterrogatingher.

Helaughed...

Me:andbesides,shedoesn'twanttomeetya'llyet.

She'shadenoughofAsenathiI'msureshethinks

allthepeopleinmylifeareupstuckandrude.

Mas'xole:Yhoyoursisteristheworst,ngegqibele

ngaye.

Me:theymetunintentionally,shewashereand



Asenathicameover.

Mas'xole:ndikhendamthitshelowoehambanala

Sivuyise.Aretheybestiesnow?

Me:apparentlyso,she'swantslovebackandshe

knowswhototalkto.

Mas'xole:uphambenelamntana,lovebackyantoni

aftersolong?

Me:uphambenenalaAsenathiumrwayileyo,Idon't

havetimeforherchildishness.I'mcontentwithmy

girlfriendandwhenwebothfeelreadyforya'llto

meet,itwillhappen.Notngokukusafunanina.

Mas’xole:doyoureallyloveher?Thenewone,or

uthandathefactthatshe’sachallenge?

Istoppedtothink…

NotbecauseIdidn’tknowtheanswer,butthe

answerwasalsorefreshingeventome.

Me:Ithinkndiyamthandabra…kakhulufuthi.

Mas’xole:youhadtothink?



Me:Iknowndiyamthanda,butwhensomeonelike

youasks,onehastobesureofwhattheysay.Ndi

contentmjita,hundredpercent.

Mas'xole:hayndiyakuva...Kodwake,ndisakucebisa.

Hlukananabantwanabeskolo.Thesesbitchesonly

careaboutthegram.Nothingelse.

Ijustlaughedathim...

Wewentinsideandwokeuptherestoftheguys.

Onceeverybodywasup,westartedoffwithabraai

beforeheadingouttoSandile’scribbecausehe

wantedtoshowoff,niqqaboughthimselfahouse.

Offthemarket!Afterweviewedthecrib,saqala

phantsiutywala…

CassandracalledsoIhadtowalkawayfromthe

noise,whichIknewshewouldstillhearitinthe

backgroundbutwhereIstoodwasbetter.

Me:mntuwam?

Cass:baby,unjani?



Me:I’mokay…unjaniwena?How’syourrib?

Cass:it’sokay.Uphi?

Me:atafriends’place.

Cass:mmh,ndivaingxolo.

Me:sowhat’sup?Ubuyanini?

Cass:maybeintwoweeks.Idon’treallyknow.

Me:how’sthetensionathome?

Cass:usisiusiwekwipsychiatrichospitalforsome

evaluationandwhatnots,otherthanthatkuright.

There’sOnelesoyeah.

Me:mmh,soifyou’llonlybebackintwoweeks

whataboutyourcheckup?

Cass:Igotalettertohaveitthisside…Imissyou

manbaby.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

Cass:eshe,you’reonlysayingthatkubandisitsho…

butIreallydomissyou.

Me:wantmetocomevisit?ToshowyouthatI



actuallydomissyouaswell.

Cass:haywethu,you’reprobablybusysonoit’s

fine.

Me:Icanneverbetoobusyforyou…ThursdayI’m

goingtoJo’burgsoIcancometoyoueitherFriday

orSaturday.Whicheverisbestforyou.

Cass:Fridaywon’tbeideal…maybelet’stry

Saturdayingathiomamahavesomemissionary

plans.

Me:alrightke,ndikuphathelentonixandisiza?

Cass:uzozafortheentiredayk’qala?

Me:it’salldependentonyoukalokubaby,whatdo

youwantustodo?

Shewentdeadsilent.

Me:baby?

Cass:Ijustwannaspendtimewithyou,that’sall.



Me:okay,let’smakeitafulldaythen.

Cass:usure?Don’twantyouchangingyourplans

formeunnecessarily.

Me:Cassandrapleasedon’tstart.Please.

Shechuckled…

Cass:eshekutheniwasensitivenje?

Me:itmustbethealcohol.

Cass:Ileaveyouforaday,nextthingyouturnto

alcoholforcomfort?Wow.

Me:yazibumnandikanjaniutywalababy?Abuxoxisi.

Cass:haha!I’mveryclosetouyekaukukhumbula,

sayonemorewordnjebaby.

Ididn’trespond,Iwasjustsmilingfromeartoear.

Cass:exactly!



Me:you’rebullyingme.

Cass:andyoulovemeforthat.

Me:baby….

Cass:mh?

Me:ndiyezaman.

Cass:uyezanini?Asinrightnow?

Me:ewe.Rightnow.

Cass:itmustbethealcoholtalking,forreal.

Me:seeyouinabit.

Ihungup.

Shedidn’tsayImustnotcome,whichmeansshe

wantedmetocome.Right?

IwentbacktotheguysandtoldthemIhadan

emergencytoattendto,shewascallingmeandI

ignoredher.Theguysletmegowithoutevenasking

much.Ifonlytheyknew.Idroveuptoher

hometown,bookedmyselfintoahotelgqiba



ndalala….Ndikhuphanjeutywala.AfterfourhoursI

wokeuptotonsandtonsofmissedcallsandtext

messagesfromhersoIcalledherback.

Cass:finally!Uphi?Whyaren’tyouansweringyour

phone?DoyouknowhowworriedI’vebeenallthis

time?

Me:heybabe.

Cass:Nkosinathiwhereareyou?

Me:I’minyourhometown…justwokeupfroma

heavynap.What’sup?Ungxolelanikangakamntu

wam?

Sheexhaled.

Womanwasmad.

Me:baby?

Cass:youdroveallthewayherejusttomutemefor

fourflippenhours?Really?

Me:Iwastired,soItookanap.I’msorry.



Cass:yhoheee!Awonwabeman.

Me:getready,I’mcomingtofetchyou.

Cass:ulibonileixeshaNkosinathi?

Me:yes,wearegoingoutfordinner.I’llbetherein

thenextthirtyminutes.

Cass:soyou’regonnasayjumpandI’msupposed

toaskhowhigh?

Me:whyareyoubeingdifficultnow?Ithought

ubundikhumbulasoImadeaplan,yintoningoku?

Cass:ndizothindiyaphiekhayaelixesha?Ihavetold

youwhentheidealisdayforyoutocomehere.

Me:soIcan’tbespontaneouswithyou?

Cass:canyoubespontaneousandconsiderate?

Me:Babyndizeokanyendingazi?Becausengoku

uyandijikelezisa?

Shekeptquiet…



Me:isthatano?

Cass:Goshyiza,I’llseewhattosayapha.

Me:thankyou.Yho.

Ihungup…

Iguessit’struethatwomendon’treallyknowwhat

theywant,sheknewdeepdownthatshewantedme

tofetchherbutshejustwantedtogivemetherun

aroundfornothing.I’venevermetagirlexakwayo

kuphakokwayowhenshewantsto,Cassandra

wasn’tgonnabethefirst.Iknewshe’dfindaway.
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Itookaquickshoweranddroveuptoherhome,I

couldseeiimotophandlesoIjustdroveoneblock

aheadandparked,thenIcalledher.

Cass:hello?

Me:ndilaphaphandle.



Cass:soyouwereserious?

Me:yes.

Cass:kay.

Thenshehungup…

Isawherlittlesisteratadistance,walkingcozily

withaboybehlekakumnandiandthenkuzobakhou

Cassandraowenzangathikokwabokustrictwhen

theyoungeronecanbethatcomfortableonthe

streetswithaboy?Haykhawume.Shecameout

andlookedaround,whenshespottedmycarshe

walkedup.IfeltbadwhenIsawthathowshewas

walking,thatsidemuststillbepainfulkodwa.Igot

outofthecarandmetherhalfway.Shelooked

beautiful…girlevenhadtimetoputonmake-up,I

didn’tevengreet,Ijustwentinforahugandwe

keptittightforasecthenImovedbackandkissed

herfullonthelips.

Me:goodafternoon.



Cass:morelikegoodevening.

Ichuckledaswewalkedhand-in-handtothecar,I

openedthedoorforher,shegotinandthenIwent

tomysideofthecar.Gotinandstartedmycar

ndaqhuba…

Me:sawyourlittlesister.

Cass:thankGodshedidn’tseeyou,ebezokwenzela

idramauOnele.

Ilookedather,shewasn’tmadearlier.

Shewaspretendingtobemad.

Me:sosiyaphibaby?

Cass:anywhereindoors,Ithinkndizoqalwayiflue.

Me:sonobeach?

Cass:unfortunatelyno.Ican’taffordungalali



zintlunguebusuku.

Me:linjanikhona?

Cass:thewound?It’scomingalright,umamadoes

thethings.

Me:mmh…

IdroveinsilenceuntilwegottotherestaurantIhad

inmind,whichwasjustdownstairstothehotelI

hadbookedmyselfin.Wewalkedin,awaitress

directedustoavacanttable.

Me:Ihopethisiswarmenough.

Cass:itis,thankyou.

Wegotthemenusandplacedourfirstorders,

drinksandstarters.Icouldsitrightthereandwatch

herinsilence,she’sperfectioninahumanform.

Shelookedupandblushed…



Cass:don’tdothat.

Me:what?

Cass:you’restaringatme.

ImovedmyseatsoIcouldberightnexttoher,

withoutanoticeIjustwentforakiss.Shereleased

a“mh”andIguessedthatwasareactiontoshock

butshedidn’tpushmeaway,wejustkisseduntil

thewaitressclearedherthroat.IwatchedCass

blushingassheacceptedherdrink…

Ilookedatthewaitress…

Me:doyoumindbringingourfoodtomyroom

please?

Her:roomnumber?

Iwroteitdownforhershetookthenumber,witha

nod,walkedbacktothekitchen.



Cass:wait,soyoubookedyourselfhere?

Me:yeah,shallwe?

Cass:andthisisyourideaofdinner?Dinnerinyour

hotelroom?

Me:yep,thisismyideaofaprivatedinnerwithmy

girlfriend.Shallwe?

Shechuckledasshestoodup,andgavemeher

handaswewalkedtomyroom.Oncewegotin

thereshewenttotheloowhileIgotcomfortableon

thebed..Shecameoutandputherphoneonsilent

asshejoinedme.

Cass:youenjoytakingrisksneh?

Me:mh?

Cass:you'reclearlystillhalfdrunk,Idon'teven

wannaknowhowyoumanagedtodrivethe

distance.

Me:Iguessit'struethatlovemakesonedosome



crazyshit.

Shesmiled,camecloseandkissedmeonthelips.

Cass:thecrazyshityoudomakesmefeelsome

typaway.

Beforeshemovedbackwards,Ihadalready

grabbedherbehindandlongevatedthekiss.We

quicklygotintothegroove,weclearlymissedeach

other.Noliesdetected.Andforonce,shewasnot

sendingmixedsignals...Shewassendingtheright

signsandIwaspromptlylisteningandadheringto

hersubtledirections.

Unfortunately,roomservicecameknockingjust

aftershehadpulledmyt-shirtovermyhead.

Me:holdthatthought.



Cass:spoiler!

Ilaughedandwalkedtothedoor,paidandtookthe

trayandtookthefoodtothedressingtable.

Me:guessweeatnow?

Cass:ulambile?

Me:foryouyes.

Cass:guessweeatlaterthen.

Shevoluntarilyremovedherbluelinendress,I

wasn'tabouttosaynoeventhoughwhenIsawthat

bandagearoundhermidsectionIdidfeelreluctant

becauseIthoughtI'dhurther.That'sthelastthingI

wanted...Hurtherinanypossibleway.Imovedin

onher,kissedherlipsandkisseddownherchin,

neck,chestandstoppedjustabovethebandage...

Me:areyousure?Idon'twannahurtyou.



Cass:I'msureyou'llbeabletoworkyouwayaround

it.

Me:yesma'am.

Kissedherbackup.

Ididn'twanthertofeelincompetentinanyway

that'swhyIdidn'tmakemuchofafussaboutthis,

wesurelyworkedarounditasmylipsfound

familiarspotstokissdownherbodystraight

towardsherinnerthighs.Babyreallygotprepped

upforherboyfriend,shesmeltgood,fresh.Islowly

andsoftlykissedherinnerthighsmakingmyway

towardsthepleasurehole.Istoppedkissing,to

blowsomeaironheralreadywetlacepantiesand

herentirebodyshiveredasshereleasedasoft

minimizedmoan.Myfingersgrabbedthehemand

pulledthepantiesdownrevealingwhatseemedlike

agloriousforbiddenfruit.Mymouthwateredand

mydickhardenedevenmore,itwaspainfulagainst

thefabricofmypants.



Me:youcleanupverywellhuh?

Cass:wedon'twantpubichairstuckbetweenyour

teethnowdowe?

Me:I'mnotcomplainingbaby,notcomplainingatall.

Withthat,Idivedinandateherout.Shemissedme!

Ubabydidn'tjustmissmebutshemissedwhatI

wasdoingtoher,shewaslikeawaterfallreleasing

juicesnonstopandmytonguewasrighttheredoing

justicetohermuffledcriesandmoansasshe

buckeduptryingtomeetmehalfway.Stillmuffin

her,Islidintwofingersandstartedfingerhumping

her,mymouthgluedontoherclit.Isawherhand

goingforthesheets,grabbingfordearlifeandthe

otherpushedmyheaddeeperontoherasherwalls

camecrumblingdownwithaloudshudder.I

cleanedherup,excitedtoseeherlegsvigorously

shaking.Shecouldn'tevensayaword...Herbreath

wasuneven,soIjustusedthatopportunityand

grabbedacondomfromthedrawerandgotonwith

thebusinessoftheday.Ihadgottencondomson



mywaytofetchherbecauseIknewI'dbegetting

some.Bendingekhendidrive'eallthesekilometers

fornothingkekodwa.ThefirsttimewemadeloveI

noticedthatsheenjoyedintimacy,sheenjoyed

missionarybutnowthatwasallimpossible.There

wasnowayI'dgetthatclosetoherandnotthink

aboutherwound.NoneatallsoIimprovisedbut

madesurethatwe'rebothcateredforandintheend,

wehittheclimaxatthesametime.Iturnedher

aroundsoshecouldbeontop,shelayherwhole

bodyonmineasIpulledthecoversoverour

bodies...

Iliftedherchinandkissedher,tenderly.

Me:yourphonehasbeenvibratingnonstophere.

Cass:it'sprobablymom,I'llcallherbackinfive

minutes.

Me:whynottextherayazibayou'resafeatleast?

Cass:fiveminutesbaby.



Thensheclosedhereyesandkissedmychest,

walalaumntu.Ilether...

Afterthirtyminutesshewokeup,Icaughther

lookingatmeandshejustlaughed.

Me:Haibo,umntuuveleavukeebuthongweni

sehleka?

Cass:I'mjustamazedatthethingsyoumakemedo.

Me:me?

Cass:ifndibethiweekhayajustknowit'sallyour

faultqha.

Me:nxibandikugoduse.

Shegotoutofbedandwenttothebathroom,came

backandgotinbed.Layherheadonmychest

drawingizintoendingazaziyo...



Me:I'dhatetodisturbyourwetdreamsbutbabyit's

gettinglate,weshouldgetgoing.

Cass:pleasepassmemyphone.

Ireachedforherphone...

Cass:hehsanaumamacabashe'sgonnareleasea

searchparty!

Wahleka heh!

Shecalledhersister...

Idon'tknowwhysheputthephoneonloudspeaker.

Onele:Hewethu!Uphiumamaeligezanjeapha?

Cass:I'mstillbreathing,zumxelele.

Onele:Cassandrauphi?



Cass:I'mwithmyboyfriendOnele.

Oneleburstoutlaughing,theyactuallylaughedin

unison.Bahlekangokufanayoababantu!Onele

soundedlikealouderechoofubaby.

Onele:andwhyareyoucallingmeinsteadofyour

mothersisi?

Cass:becauseyouhavetocomeupwithastory

andtellyourmotherandibuyi.

Onele:girl,doyouhaveadeathwish?Unaye

umshwalensinontombi?

Cass:I'lltextherwethu,shewon'tdiengeminienye.

Onele:heheheeeee!!!Undenzelaistressubonanje.

Cass:Iloveyoutoo,goodnight.

Onele:haybraawubuyinyhani?Like,you'reserious?

Cass:yep.Deadserious,ifyoucandoit,surelyI

canalsopullthisoff.



Onele:heheeee!HambaCassandra.Ubuliseku

sbarikewethu.

Cass:willdo.

Shehungup...

Myheartwasdancingonicefam,dancingonice.

Iclearedmythroat...

Me:oh-Kay.Unayokeiinsurancesisi?

Cass:ya'llwillcrematemeifneedbe,itwillbe

cheaper.

Ilaughedathowsarcasticshewasmakingthis

wholething.Shetextedhermother,turnedoffher

phoneandsmiledasifuzothi"finallyatpeace"she

hadthisrelievedyetnaughtylookonherface.

Cass:wherewerewe?



Me:wehavefoodsomewhereinthisroomwaiting

forus.

Cass:foodyes.

Me:thoughI'dpersonallyprefer...

Myhandfoundherswollenlowerlips,sheshuther

thighsgiggling.

Me:myhandisinthere.

Cass:sikhuphe.We'reeatingukutya,notumntu.

Yhundizophelaapha.

Ikissedherneck,allthewayaroundandshewas

gigglingsoverysexually,evenlettingherguard

down.Myslippedintwofingerswhileshewas

giggling,herbreathingcut...

Cass:b-baby!



Ibreathedthefollowingsentenceswordbyword

veryclosetoherear,Icouldfeelhertemperature

risingwitheveryword.

Me:Iwantyoutocomeforme.

Cass:thoughtwewerehavingdinneryazi.

Me:thisisdinner.

Myfingersdancedinherpussy,shehumpedthen

grabbedmywrist,herwaistdancingontopofmy

hand.

Cass:fuckI'mgonnacome!

Ibitapieceofherear...Breathingheavilyintoit.

Me:comeallovermyhand.

Cass:ohmygosh!Ooohfaaaakh!



Sheletgo...

Iwatchedasherbodystruggledtocontrolitselfas

wavesandwavesofecstasyrushedthrougheach

andeverycornerofit.Ifoundmyselfsucklingon

hernipples,thereweresoerectIcouldn'thelpbut

suckonthem.Asshecleared,sheliftedmychin

andwekissed...

Cass:Iloveyou.

Me:IloveyouTshawekazi.Youhavenoideahow

muchImissedyou.

Cass:Iactuallydo,thelasttimeyouhadtocome

thisfarndakuvumaezinzulwinizobusuku.Andeven

then,youhappenedtojustmissme.

Me:haha!Andyousnuckouteventhen.

Cass:youseethecrazyshityoumakemedo?

Me:andyouneverregretsneakingout,thatIknow.

SoI'mnotgonnaapologizeformakingyoudosuch

crazyshit.



Shelaughed,grabbedatowelandcleanedherself

upandwentforthefood.Becausewecouldn't

controloursexualdesiresweendedupeatingcold

foodbutwedidn'tcomplain.Whenweweredone

eatingwecuddledinbedsancokola.

Me:awuy'funiiwine?

Cass:isn'tthebarclosedyet?

Me:onlyonewaytofindout.

Igrabbedthephoneandorderedabottleofwine,

sweetrosekababyandawhiskeyformyself.We

drankhalfthenight,hadsextheotherhalf.Shefell

asleepkqalakunam...

Butwasthefirsttowakeup,bythetimeIwokeup

shewasalreadydressedandreadytogo.

Me:Yho,youbathedalready?



Cass:yep.AmbovasaI'vealreadyorderedbreakfast.

Me:oh-okay.

Igotoutofbedandwenttotakeashower...WhenI

cameout,shewaseating,glassofwineinhand

whilestandingonthebalcony.Iwalkeduptoher,

snuggledfrombehindandkissedherneck.Her

handwenttowaistandfeltthetowelaroundit

wahleka...

Cass:youbettergetdressedbeforeyougethorny

again.

Me:youmeantotellmeakhonezomornings?

Cass:unlessIwannagetmyselfpregnant.

Me:whateverhappenedtoprotection?

Cass:sizigqibilephezoloiicondomsbaby.Or

shouldIsaytoday?

Me:oooooh!Okay...Yeah,mandinxibe.



ShespankedmyassasIwalkedbackintoget

dressed.WhenIwasdone,wesatinthebalcony

andhadbreakfasttogether,inthatfreshmorning

breeze,oncedone,Idroveherhome.Asweneared

herhouse,Ididn'tevennoticeahintofukoyika.

Me:youlookchilled.

Cass:haywethubaby.

Me:mh,Unesibindiendisoyikayomvanje.

Cass:ifabulletcouldn'tkillme,I'mquitesure

whateverendiyibekelweyoekhayawon'tdoany

moreharm.

Wellsheseemedtohavethingsfiguredout.Idid

saythisthough,umntuxeefunautakaubanayo

indlela,nankunayeubenayo.Simple.

[06/26,14:51] :#Nkosinathi_06

Iparkedmycarablockawayfromherhouse,just



likeIdidwhenIcametopickherup.,turnedoffthe

ignitionandlookedather.

Cass:whenareyougoingback?

Me:howlongdoyouwantmetostay?

Cass:eshe,khaw’phenduleumbuzoNkosinathi.

Me:kalokundizekuweapha,Icanstayaslongas

youwantmeto.

Cass:reallynow?

Itouchedherthigh,squeezeditwhilelookingdeep

intohereyes,IwatchedhereyesrollbackandI

knewIgothergood.

Me:Icanstayanothernightifyoupromisetomake

aplan,again.

Cass:ohuhm…okay.

Me:uzandifounelaandtellmewhatyou’vedecided



on.Neh?

Cass:sure.Byenow.

Shekissedmeonthelips,Ipulledhercloserand

kissedherdeeply.Wewentatitforawhilethenshe

gotoutofthecarandwalkedbacktoherhouse.I

onlydroveawayonceIsawthatshewasinside.I

calledMarkwathihe’shomesoIwenttoseehim,

ndafikauKimephaya.ShejumpedatmeasI

walkedinsoIhadtocatchher.

Kim:heeey!Whydidn’tyousayyou’recominghere?

Me:becauseIdon’tgettotellanyonewhenIwant

tocomehere!

Mark:Kimshouldknowthatbynow…what’supbru?

Weman-huggedasheofferedmeaseat,Igot

comfortableaswecaughtuponwhatIhavebeen

missinginhislife.Theirlivesinfact.Lateron,I

calledCasskubandicingauhambabutshedidn’t



answersoIdrovebacktomyhotelroom.AsI

walkedintomyroom,Nthabicalled…

Me:Nthabiseng.

Nthabi:Nathi,unjani?

Me:I’mokay,yourself?

Nthabi:I’mgood.Wasjustcheckinguponyou.

Me:mh,Isee.

Nthabi:we’restillonforThursday,right?

Me:sure…I’llcallyouonceIland.

Nthabi:alrightke…seeyouthen.

Me:sharpsharp.

Ihungup…

Thentherewasaknock,Igotup,openedthedoor

andyes…itwasCassandra.



Me:thisisanicesurprise.

Cass:what'ssurprisingkodwaubutheIshouldcall

youifIwantyoutostayanothernight?

Me:youhaven'tcalledthough.ButI'mnot

complaining,comehere.

IgrabbedherwristandpulledherforakissasI

closedthedoor,sheentertainedme.Iwassosure

thatshe’shereforanothersleepoveruntilsheheld

myfacewithbothhands,givingmebabykisses.

Me:Iknewyou’dcomeback.

Cass:yeahwhatever,I’mnothereforlong.Ileftmy

phonehere,that'swhyIcouldn'tcallyou.

Me:youleftyourphonehere?

Shewalkedpastmeandwentstraighttothebed,

thereitwas,rightthere.



Cass:thankyou.

Me:andthen,uyaphi?

Cass:IstoleaminuteawayfrommomandOnele,

soIhavetoreturnbeforetheynoticethatandikho

sebathroom.

Me:oh,okay.

Cass:Iloveyou.Bye.

Me:babyuzandilalisandedwanyhani?

Cass:Yep,grabapillowandcuddle.

Thenshewalkedout…

Whythehelldidn’tInoticethatsheleftherphone

here?Whatweretheydoinghereanyway?Anyway,I

gotmyselfinbedbecauseitwasclear,mygirlfriend

wasnotcomingovertonight.FollowingmorningI

wokeupandgotreadytogobacktomycomfort

zone,ItextedlosisijusttoletherknowI’mgoing

backhomeandpossiblystraighttoJo’bhurg.She

decidedtocall…



Me:babe?

Cass:uhambanjaniungandibonangakodwaubuze

kumapha?

Me:Ididseeyouizolo.

Cass:soyouguessthat’senoughforbaudeuvele

uhambekengoku?

Ilaughed…

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme,woman?

Cass:ndiyavasabra,ndilindendiyezawecanat

leasthavebreakfasttogetherkexakucaba

ufunuhambashushu.

Me:wellI’mdressedalready,maybeIshouldjust

comeandpickyouup?

Cass:youhaven’tcheckedoutalready?

Me:nope.



Cass:okaykeungeza.

Me:sharp.

Wehungup…

Igrabbedmycarkeys,putuptheDNDcardand

lockedmydoorndahamba.

Ifirstwenttofillupthegas,gotmyselfsomeginger

andthendrovetofetchlosisi.Icouldn’tseeiimoto

kokwabosoIparkedrightatthegate…textedher

andwaited.Afterwaitingformorethantenminutes

Idecidedtocallher…

Cass:ndiyezababy.

Me:what’stakingyousolong?

Cass:umamalaphauthimandimenzeleiteaallofa

sudden.

Me:ohcrap,ukhona?

Cass:yes.ButI’malmostdone,justgivemefive

minutes.



Me:sharp.

Idecidedtodriveuptotheusualspot,justincase

umamakhedecidestowalkoutsideandseesmy

car.Afterfivetotenmoreminutesshereallycame

out,Istartedmyignitionandreversed.Wangena,

ndaqwitha.Afterafewminutes,wespoke.

Cass:youwerereallygonnaleavewithoutseeing

me?

Me:asizoqalachukundihambamosbaby?

Cass:hayndiyabuzakaloku.

Me:atleastIdidn’tjustleave,Itoldyou.

Cass:youtextedbaby,texted.

Me:okayI’msorryke.Wheredoyouwannaeat?

Cass:babywhyareyoudismissingme?

Okay…shejustwantedustofightfornothing



kengoku.

Shereallywasjustpickingafightwithme,soIjust

ignoredheranddrovestraighttoWimpyfor

breakfast.Shedidn’tseemunkeenofmychoiceso

wewalkedin,ehambangemvaprobablysulking.I

foundaseatandshejoinedme,Iorderedbreakfast

forbothofus.Sheorderedjuiceinsteadofcoffee

thenwathula…

Me:uqumbilekengoku?

Cass:hayi.

Me:qhawenzani?

Cass:whenwillIseeyouagain?

Me:isthatyouranswer?

Shejustlookedatme…

Me:youwillseemeagainwhenyougobacktoPE.



Cass:whenwillyoubebackfromJoburg?

Me:Ngeweekend.Hopefully.

Cass:kay.

Hehman,umntuwavelawatshintshaallofa

sudden?Besirightnotlongago,whythesourmood

now?AndItoldmyselfI’mnotgonnaentertainher

namhlanje,ifshewantedtobeaspoiltbratthenshe

canhaveafielddayonherownnotnam.Breakfast

came,Idugin.Watyanayeethechu…myphone

wasonthetable,Idon’tknowwhybutSivuyise

decidedtocallmerightthatmoment.Herface

poppeduponthescreenandCasssawit,Iheldmy

breathbeforeanswering…

Me:hello?

Sivu:hey,uhm…uright?

Me:ndisharp,wena?

Sivu:ndiright…Ineedhelpwethu,uphi?



Me:andikho.

Sivu:IknowawukhocozI’matyourplace.

Isighed…

Cassandrawasliterallycountingseconds,Icould

tellbythewayshewasside-eyeingmethroughout

thiswholephonecall.

Sivu:Ijustneedyoutoproof-readmywork,it’syour

fieldofexpertise.

Me:unfortunatelyandizokwaziI’monmywayto

Joburgrightnow.

Sivu:ohokay,canIatleastemailittoyou?

Me:Sivuyise?

Sivu:yhuyintoniudeulibizelonkengathisixabene?!

Me:Pleasefindsomeoneelsetodothisforyou,I’m

busy,Iwon’thavethetime.

Sivu:ohokay.Sorrytohavebotheredyou.



Me:yeah.Andgoodluck.

Sivu:thanks.

Ihungupandcontinuedeating….

Cass:guessshe’llalwaysbepartofyourlife.

Somehow.

Me:I’mnotgonnaanswerthat,youknowwhereI

standwithSivuyise.

Cass:mxm.

Istoppedeatingndamjonga…

Me:uyanqumnkababy?

Cass:ndizonqumnkandimithiswengubani?

Me:exactly,subanemoodswingskengathi

uyanqumnka.Ifyou’reupsetaboutsomething,tell

me.I’mnotupformindgames.



Cass:kengokuithilontondigcwalisele?

Me:andikugcwaliseliqhandoneleyileattitude

unayonamhlanjekodwanguweotheImustcome

fetchyou.

Shesulked.

Hebethuna!

Me:uthenike?Tellme.

Cass:andinanto.

Me:qhayouwokeupanddecidedthatyou’regoing

tospoilmydaytoday?

Cass:canwejusteat?Yho.

Me:ifthat’swhatyouwant,okay.

Ndatyamna,watyafuthiwathathaixeshalakhe.

WhenshewasfinallydoneIaskedforthebill,she

tookituponherselfwabhatalaandIdidn’teven



attempttocontest.Shepaidthenwewalkedout,

shewasnowwalkingaheadofmewafikak’qala

emotweniandIjustwatchedherwithoutunlocking

thecar.Sheopenedthedoors,locked.Thenshe

justwaited…afterfiveminutessheturnedand

lookedatme,Iwasbusytakingpicturesofher,just

topissheroffevenmore.

Cass:nd’celauvuleimotoyakhondingene.

Me:aw’zongenaemotweniyamwiththatattitude…

khaw’melengaphathispictureisdark.

Cass:WTF!Youtakingpicturesofme?

Me:yep,melangaphakalokubaby!

Shehissedandstormedofftothenearestbusstop

onthestreet,cabaithieyamiyokhwelaitaxi.I

watchedherwafikawemaestophinikwabe

kunqabekwaiitaxi,Igotintomycaranddrove

straighttoher,loweredthewindow…



Me:masambe.

Cass:aw’ndidike.

Me:aw’fikikum,nowgetinthecarbeforeIcarry

youintoit.

Shewantedtolaugh,Icouldseethecornerofher

lipsshivering.Shegotintothecar,Istarteditand

wewentstraighttomyhotelroom.Webothgotout

singathethi,walkedrightnexttoeachother,I

openedmyroomandshewalkedinwafika

waziphosaonthemessybed.Ijustgrabbedwater

fromthefridge,somethingaboutherstinking

attitudewasaturn-onbutIwascountingand

havingaconversationwithmymindonwhetherto

actonitornot.Iputthebottledwaterdownandgot

ontopofher…shelookedatmewithoutsayinga

wordsoIkissedher,bitingthecornersabituntilI

sawaglintofasmile.

Me:uyay’thandaidramayaz.



Cass:khasukephezukwamNkosinathi.

Me:and’funi.

Cass:bra,sukaphezukwam.

Me:ubrawakhonguStevenoLionel.Surelyyoudo

noticethatIdon'thaveaslaveryname.

Shesmiled...

Thenlaughed..

Ijustkissedher…maybeshewasupsetthatI’m

goingbackhome?Itcan’tbebecauseofthat

phonecall,ifikelacallseleekwisourmoodbutI

reallywasn’tgonnahaveit.Umntumakabesour

phakokwabo.

[06/26,14:51] :#Nkosinathi_07

Ilaterwenttodropheroffkokwabo,drovebackto

PEandleftmycarendliniasIflewtoJoburg.Once

Ilanded,ItransferredR2500intoherbankaccount



andwaitedforhertocallbecauseIknewshewas

goingtoandshedid,asexpected.

Me:hey.

Cass:hey,uhambekakuhle?

Me:yeah…you’reinabettermood?

Cass:don’tstartkebaby,please.

Ijustlaughedather,shereallywasbeingdramatic

justforthesakeofbeingdramaticearlieron.

Cass:mamela,aw’phazamanga?Ijustgotabank

notification.

Me:it’syours.

Cass:2.5baby?

Me:ewe,I’msureyouwillmakegooduseofit.

Cass:iyashotake,ndcelauyongeze.

Me:haibo!



Cass:laR500uy’shiyelentoni?Infactuy’shiyele

bani?

Me:hehehe!Hayini,nguenkosiendimfumanayolo?

Cass:babyenkosi,butiyashotake.

Me:ishotaxaubunayowena?

Cass:eshe,ndingathiiyashotakantibendingenayo?

Me:whatdoyouwanttobuybaby?

Cass:aweave,yi3.7forthreebundlesanda

closure.

Me:sowenauneR700?

Cass:babyuzoyongezaokanyendenzeenyeiplan?

Me:yhimababy,kuthenindingacengwanje?

Cass:okay,IguessIshouldmakeanotherplanthen.

Byebye,loveyou.

Me:I’lls-

Shehadalreadyhungup…wow!

Typicaldemandingungratefulspecies!



ItransferredlaR500andonlygotkisseson

WhatsAppasaresponse.Whoeverwastalkingto

mygirlfriendwasnotgoodinfluenceonhertu,

umntuwamisnotaftermoneyandebengazoqalisa

ngoku.ItookacabtomyhouseinPretoria,

freshenedupandwenttospendadayatoneofmy

clubsjusttocheckonthingsthere.Okaysomy

lunchdatecameupandIwasverybusyinSoweto

thatdaysoIcalledherandratherscheduledfor

dinnerinsteadofLunchbecauseIrealizedIwasn’t

gonnamakeittolunchontime.Onmywayfrom

SowetotoPretoriaIsawAsanda,shesawmefirst

andpretendedtoseemesoIalsoplayedthegame.

Wedidn’toweeachotheranythingsotherewas

actuallynoneedforustoplaybuddy-buddyon

thesestreets.Igothomeandpreppedupformy

date,theweatherwasdrizzlyandonewouldprefer

tostayinbedinsuchweatherbutIalsowantedto

getthisoveranddonewithndohlukanenaleNtombi.

Shesentherlocation,restaurantofchoice,Idrove

straighttoitandfoundhersippingonwine…



Oh-kay…IknewNthabiisbeautifulshe’sgotgood

senseofstylebut,shehadliterallyjustpulledall

stopsforthisdinner.Itookadeepbreathand

walkedaheadtothecornertableshewasalready

seatedon.Shestoodup,andwehuggedthenshe

signaledforawaitertocometakemyorderwhileI

satdown.

Me:yourbestwhiskeysir.

Theguynodandwalkedaway…

Nthabi:alwayssmeltgood,nothinghaschanged.

Me:youlookbeautiful.

Nthabi:I’mgladyounoticed.

Ichuckled…



Me:youreallydidn’thavetodressupformethough.

Nthabi:wellIaimtopleaseandleaveamemory,so

Ihadto.

Me:leaveamemoryhuh?

Nthabi:ewetshini,wecan’tjustmeetupumnke

ungandazinobabendinxibentoni,atleast

mayibekhonaintooyikhumbulayoaboutthisdinner.

Ilaughed…kindanervous.

Don’taskmewhy.

Mydrinkcamethroughandwestartedhaving

meaninglessconversationabouteverything.

Nthabi:souhlelelinieBhayowhenyourmagor

businessesarethisside?

Me:IthinkIenjoytheplacemorethanthisbusycity.

Nthabi:isitjustinnocentenjoymentor?



Me:haha!AndIhaveagirlfriendinPE.

Nthabi:haha!Iknewit.

Me:haysukaubuzaintooyaziyomos.

Nthabi:kalokundiyakwaziNathi,awuhlala

endaweniwhereyoudon’tbenefit,andasfarasI

knowyoudon’tmakemuchmoneyngeza

businessesziseBhayisoitcouldreallyonlybea

woman.

Me:soyouhavebeenstalkingme?

Nthabi:Ihavebeenshowinginterest,notstalking.

Me:why?UnqatyelweyintoyokwenzakulaCanada?

Nthabi:kalokusukubendinexesha.

Me:soyoureconI’mworthyourtimenowallofa

sudden?

Sheswallowed…

Me:indulgeme,please.



Nthabi:canweforgetthepast,please?Andmove

ontothegreaterthingsaheadinlife?

Me:justlike,wemustforgot?

Nthabi:I’msorryIhurtyou,Ireallyam.

Ijustlookedather…

Nthabi:Iwasselfishyes,maybeit’sbecauseIwas

alsohurtingatthetime.PleaseforgivemeNathi.

Iswallowed…

Shesoundedsincerenowthanwhensheactually

askedforforgivenessbefore.

Nthabi:Please.

Me:Iforgaveyoualongtimeago,becauseIknowI

wasalsowrong.IalsodidyouwrongsoIcouldn’t

reallyblameeverythingonyou.



Nthabi:sothatmeansyou’veforgivenme?

Me:yeah,k’dala.

Nthabi:Thankyou…youhavenoideawhatthis

meanstome.

Okay,shereallysoundedsincereyaz…weordered

foodandhadagreatchat,wegotcomfortableand

evenlosttrackoftime.ByethetimeIactually

checkedthetimeitwaspast10…

Me:yho,ulibonileixesha?

Shecheckedherphone…

Nthabi:ohwow…isitthatlatealready?

Me:guessit’struewhattheysay…

Nthabi:timefliesbywhenyou’rehavingfun?

Me:exactly.



Shegiggled…

Me:didyoudrivehere?

Nthabi:ohno,Igotacab.

Me:okay,let’sgetthebillthenI’lltakeyouhome.

Nthabi:haywethu,I’llgetacabagain.Don’tstress

aboutit.

Me:hayhaysundenzaixelegu.

Isignaledforthewaitor,hecamewiththebill.She

tookthebillandpaid.

Nthabi:Igotthis.

Me:oh-Isee.

Shetippedthewaiterthenweleft,gotintomycar

sahamba.



Me:Sincewhendoyoupayforfood?

Nthabi:Igotmoneyhoney,andI’vegrownto

understandthatit’snotaman’sresponsibilitytoget

thebill.

Me:mh,uyakhulanyhani.

Shelaughed…

Nthabi:sousahlalakulandluyakho?

Me:yeah.

Nthabi:thoughtyouwantedtosellitwhenIleftSA.

Me:Irealizedthatizondincedaincaseslikethese

whenIactuallydon’twannagoovertomysister’s

place.

Nthabi:yhousisterwakhousestrictngexesha?

Me:very.Andit’sannoying,butIcan’tbeannoyed

kwakhe.

Nthabi:nyhanike.



Soleindimdecidedtojustdrivetomyplace…I

didn’thavenoweaponwithmeanddrivingtowhere

shestaysatnightisrisky.IknewIhadalittle

somethinginmysafethatwouldprotectbothofus

shouldweencounteranysortofdanger.

Shesawindlelaandlaughedngobauyayazi.

Nthabi:whyarewegoingtoyourplacekanene?

Me:becauseyouhaven’tgivenmeyouraddress,

andikhonaintoendiyifunayoaph’endlinibeforeI

cantakeyouhome.

Nthabi:uqaleniniungakwaziekhayaNathi?

Me:ndaalibala!

Nthabi:hayiniuxokelani?

Me:kuthiniuxoka?

Shelookedatmesmiling…



Nthabi:mh.

IlaughedasIdrovein,parkedmycarndaphuma.

Me:I’llberightback.

Iwalkedinanddidn’tclosethedoorthenrantomy

room,firstwenttopeethenasIcameout,Iheard

herwalkingtowardstheroomsoIwalkedbackinto

thebathroomandclosedthedoor,rinsedmymouth

ngemouthwashandwalkedoutactingsurprised.

Me:andthen?

Nthabi:undishiyelentonindedwaphandle?

Me:IthoughtIsaidI’llberightback.

Nthabi:uzothathantonike?



Iwenttomycloset,putonthecodeandwent

furtherintoasecretchamber,tookoutthegunand

walkedbackout.Shesawitandtookthreesteps

back.

Nthabi:ohmyGod…whatareyougonnadowith

that?

Me:it’sforprotection.

Suddenlyshewasenclothedwithfear,soItooktwo

stepsforward,shetookonebackwards.

Nthabi:Pleaseputthegunaway.

Me:areyouafraidofthegunorikhonaintothat

you’dliketotellme.Kutheniusoyikanje?

Sheswallowed…



Me:Nthabiseng,youknowI’dneverhurtyoubutI

needthisbecauseistoutlaareayakokwenu

especiallyebusuku.

Nthabi:Iuhm,I’msorry.Iknow,butpleaseputit

away.

Iputitonthebedandextendedmyhandtoher…

Me:comehere,kutheniingathiutraumatizednje?

Shestoodstill.

Butshewasshakinginherboots.

Me:hey…hey,I’dneverhurtyoucalmdown.Please.

Ireachedforherhandandhuggedher,shemelted

atmyembrace.Okay,somethingmustreallybeup

withherandthesightofguns.Shepulledbackafter

aminuteandtriedwipingoffatearthathadrolled

downherblushedcheek…Iheldherbythe

shoulders.



Me:hey,lookatme.

Shelookedup.

Me:I’msorryifIawakenedsomeburiedmemories,

okay?

Nthabi:it’sokay…Ijust,I’mtryingtoforget.

Me:didheeverhurtyou?

Shelookeddown.

Me:Nthabiseng,didhehurtyou?Isthatwhyyou’re

afraidofthesightofguns?

Nthabi:please,let’snottalkaboutthis.Canyou

pleasetakemehome?

Me:usure?

Shedidn’trespond….

Iliftedherchinupandkissedher,shedidn’twaste

anytime.Sherespondedwithsomuchhungerand



passion.Wekisseddeeperandpassionately,atone

pointourclotheswentflyingacrosstheroomand

ourbodiesclashedagainsteachotherandagainst

thewalls/furnitureintheroom.Ipickedherupand

ledhertothebed,aswemadeout,Ireachedformy

topdrawerandluckyenoughtherewasan

unopenedpacketofcondoms.Igrabbedone,she

tookit,openeditandrippedmeoffmyjeansasshe

turnedmeoverandwentdownonme.Sheslurped

alright,tookmetoheavenandbackandasIclosed

myeyesatthispleasure,sheslidthecondomin

veryslowlylookingstraightintomyeyesthenshe

gotupanddidsquatsonme.Theviewwasballistic,

shehadsomuchhungerandthescreamsof

ecstasywerenothelpingthesituation.Shewasin

thezone…afewmoreridesthenshehittheclimax

andfellontoofme.Iturnedheraroundandmade

lovetoher,thistimeshewasscreamingbut

moaningverydeeply,somethingabouthermoans

washeatingmeupfromthedeeperpartsofmy

groin,herfingerssunkdeepintomyfleshandher

thighslockedmetightlybetweenherlegs.Shehad

hersecondorgasm.Iturnedaroundandateitfrom



behind…

Nthabi:mmmaaahfuckitNaaaaaaathi!oooohmy

gooooorrr...

Shegrabbedmyarmwithonehand,theother

grabbingthepillows,herbodycrashing.Iwatched

herbodyshudderaswebothhittheclimaxand

sloppednexttoeachother.Shewasneverthe

cuddlingtype,rightafterIfellnexttoher,she

movedawayfrommeandmoanedtouchingherself

betweenthelegsforaminutebeforegoingsilenton

me.AfterfifteenminutesofsilenceIreachedfor

thebedcoverandpulleditoverbothofus,still

givingherthespacesheappreciatesthenIwatched

hersleep.

[06/26,14:51] :#Nkosinathi_08

Icouldn’thelpbutthinkofthedaysweshackedup

together,thefights,thehappymoments.Imean,we



evenalmostreachedthe“photoshoot/sameoutfits

stage”butevennow,Istillcouldn’tforgetthatshe

abortedtwoofmybabies,yesIforgaveher.Butit’s

theforgettingpartthatmakesthishard.Itouched

herskin…eversosoft,mxm.Igotupanddranktwo

glassesofwhiskeythenItriedcallingmygirlfriend,

whowasprobablyfastasleepbecauseitwasvery

late.IendedgoingbacktobedandImusthave

fallenasleepwhilewatchingherbutbythetimeI

wokeup,shewasalreadygone.Therewasliterally

nosignofher,butsheleftanotenexttothebed

“Thankyoufordinner”andthatwasit.Okay.

Igotoutofbedandwenttotakeshower,cameback

andsatonthebedtocallher…shecan’tjustmake

meabootycallanddisappearjustlikethat.No.And

besidesthat,Istillwantedtoknowmoreabouther

son,hecouldbemineafterall.Ornot?Butshegot

himafterwecalleditquits.

Sheansweredthephoneonthesecondring…

Nthabi:heysleepyhead.



Me:heyyou.

Nthabi:unjani?

Me:I’mokay…unjaniwena?

Nthabi:I’mahappygirl.

Me:uhambengantoni?

Nthabi:dude,I’maJo’burger,Iknowmywayaround.

Me:youshould’veatleastwokenmeup.

Nthabi:Ididn’twantto…look,lastnightwas

beautifulbutwebothknowyou’reinarelationship

so…

Me:canwemeetupforbreakfast?

Nthabi:Nathi…

Me:I’llpickyouupat10sharp.

ThenIhungup…

Igotdressed,mademybedthenwalkedtothe

kitchenwhilecallingmygirlfriend.



Cass:heybaby?

Me:hey,sleptwell?

Cass:ewebabe,wena?

Me:all’sgood…justcheckingonyourprettyface.

Cass:eshe,uvukeukwigoodmoodIsee.

Me:haveIeverbeeninabadmoodthough?

Cass:ubundigcwaliselaizolooku.

Me:that’sbecauseyouwereinabadmoodbaby

andIwasn’tgonnahavenoneofthat.

Shelaughed…

Cass:babyubutheubuyaninikanene?

Me:aboutthat,Imightbeheldupabit.

Cass:oh?

Me:yeah,there’sbeensomenewdevelopmentson

abusinessI’minterestedinsoIthinkImightspend

theweekend.Butit’snotconfirmedyet.



Cass:okay…okay.

Me:whydoyousoundhesitant?Ordisappointed?

Cass:nahakhonto,bendisithindizokucelaudlule

ngamngaphaifyou’regoingtoPEthisweekend.

Me:oohuxolomntuwam.

Cass:it’snotabiggie,ndaw’skendihambeMonday

notataxasiphumaecourt.

Me:niyoxoxalantokasis’wakho?

Cass:Idecidedtodropthecharges.

Me:what?!

Cass:ndicingelaooAphiwebaby…IwishIcould

makeherpaywithoutputtingherkidsinmore

stressthantheyalreadyarein.Istillcareabout

them,whattheirparentsdiddoesn’tchange

anythingwhenitcomestothem.

Isighed…

Heregoesnothing…



Me:okay.

Cass:Iknowyoudon’tthinkIdidtherightthing.

Me:youdidwhatyouthinkisrightnjebaby.

Shewentsilent…

Me:don’tbeatyourselfupaboutit…it’snottheend

oftheworld.

Cass:Iknow…thankyouforlistening.

Me:always,now,uzithengileiinwele?

Cass:yaaaaaaas!OMG,Istilldon’tbelieveit.

Me:whendoIgettoseethem?

Cass:zizofikain7dayskalokusoI’llinstallthem

ofikakwazo.

Me:canIaskafavour?

Cass:I’mnotgonnamakeiwig,Iknow.



Ilaughed…

Me:enkosibaby.Ireallydon’tgetwhyya’llwantto

buyexpensivehairandstillturnitintoawig.Awig?

Yhoha.acanyouleavethatforyourmom?Or

grandma?

Cass:kalokusenzelaxakushushusiqhizemfondini.

Me:butyou’renotmakingawig,neh?

Cass:nope,forlenaI’mnotmakingawig.Butthe

curlsonethatI’malsoplanningtobuy,most

definitely.

Me:aw’zoyakwamnewigmos?

Cass:inobandizoyakwakhongamaflerhokaloku,

akhonix.

Me:ngconoleyobaby,I’llpayR120foramaflerho

wakhoandinastress.

Shelaughedatme.



Like,Iknowit’snoneofmybusinessbutIhatewigs.

Buyyourweaveandstitchiton,sewiton,notlena

yomqwazi,zibeworseezizetwist.Andthefunny

partisthatababantubazithandayoactuallydon’t

knowhowtoweartheseflippenthings!Nxa.

Cass:whatever!

Me:mamelamnt’wam,I’llcallyouagainlateron,

nowI’vegottarun.

Cass:uyaphiek’senikangaka?

Me:I’mmeetingsomeoneoverbreakfastthenndiye

kwibriefingeJo’burgSouthafterthatandlateron

ndiyekusisterwamfordinnerwiththeboysdate.

Cass:alrightke…goodluckwiththebusiness

dealings.

Me:thankyoubaby.Enjoytherestofyourday.

Cass:enkosi,nawe.

Wehungup.



Grabbedmycarkeysndaphuma.

IdrovertofetchNthabiseng,Iknewshewouldbe

readywhenIgetthereandshewas.Iparked

outsideanddidn’tevenhavetocallherout,she

walkedoutdressedandhigh-waistjeans,awhite

croptopandwhitesneakers.Shegotinthecar,I

droveoff!

Nthabi:what’sup?

Me:with?

Nthabi:you’reusuallythisquietwhensomething’s

botheringyou.

Me:nothing’sbotheringme.

Nthabi:usure?

Ichuckledanddroveintoaparkinglot,parkedand

webothwalkedout,orderedbreakfastandsipped

onteawhilewaitingforthefood.



Nthabi:okay,outwithit.

Me:Ionlygottoknowyouhaveasonthrough

socialmedia.Whydidyounevermentionhim?

Shesmiledknowingly…

Nthabi:becauseIdidn’tthinkyou’dbeinterestedto

know.Webrokeup,andmovedon.

Me:who’sthefather?

Nthabi:relaxbafo,it’snotyou.

Me:Iknowthat,butwhoisit?

Nthabi:Nathiwhyareyoudoingthis?

Me:I’mjustcurious.That’sit.

Ourfoodcameesathule…

Me:nguAyanda?

Shenod.



Me:thenwhyisithardforyoutosayit,it’snotlike

yougothimwhilewewerestilltogether.

Nthabi:mentioninghisnamefeelssortoflikea

disrespecttoyou.

Me:inwhatway?

Nthabi:HimandIdatedwhileIwasstillwithyou,I

getthatweforgaveeachotherandwhatnotsbut

still…Idon’twannarubitinyourface.

Me:I’msurprisedyougotpregnantforhimagain

afterthattwinissue.

Nthabi:Iwasnevercarefulwethu,ormaybeIjust

wantedtotraphim.

Me:traphim?

Nthabi:hewaseverythingIwantedinyou,andI

wantedtobeselfishforonceandjusthavehimfor

myselfsinceIcouldn’thaveyou.

Ididn’tunderstandwhatshewassaying…she



cheatedonmeforrevenge,thenshewantedtotrap

themanbecausehewaseverythingIwasnot?

Doesthatevenmakesense?

Nthabi:andbendifunaukuzixolisafortheother

babiesIlost.

Me:aborted?

Nthabi:ewe,aborted!

Me:butyouhadachoice.Nooneforcedyouto

abort.

Nthabi:backthen,Ididn’tthinkyou’dmakeagood

father.Youweretoobusy,youweretoochildish…

toomucheverything.AndwhenIhadfinallygot

AyandaIthoughtI’dleaveyouandsettledownwith

him.Butthen,afterhehitmeIdecided

mandiyosikhuphanesosakhe.

Me:hehityou,whileyouwerestillwithme?

Nthabi:ewe,hewantedmetomoveinwithhim

andafuna.Iwasafraidbandizoy’qalangaphikuwe

undithembekangaka.Youwerekindanaïve.



Okay….

Nthabi:look,I’msorry.

Me:it’sallgood,butonemorething.Whereis

Ayandanow?

Sheshifteduncomfortably.

Me:Nthabiseng?

Nthabi:ukhona.

Me:ukhonauphi?

Nthabi:he’sinCanada.

Me:ooh,nihlalakunye?

Shenod…



Nthabi:we’reengaged.

Me:oh.Congratulations.

Nthabi:enkosiNathi.

Butwhywasn’tshehappy?

Nthabi:heboughtmymotheralandluwayerenta

kuyoumama.

Me:ohfinally.Atleastonethingoffyourshoulders.

Shechuckled.

Me:areyouhappythough?

Nthabi:huh?

Me:areyouhappy?Withhim?

Sheplayedwithherfood.



Me:hey,lookatme.

Nthabi:I’mokay.

Me:youlookokay,butareyouhappynah?

Nthabi:uzandenzaniNathiifI’mnothappy?What

canyoupossiblydo?

Me:Icantrytodosomethingifyouwantedmeto,

webothknowyouarenothappy.Nthabisengyou

areabeautifulwoman,butkummnamntu

ukwaziyoyoulookmiserable.Somethingis

botheringyou.

Shegotupandwalkedout.

Iremovedmoneyfrommywalletandwalkedout

followingher,caughtupwithher,grabbedherhand

andledhertomycar.

WegotinandsoIdrovebacktomyplace,shewas

nowcrying.



Safikaendliniandwenttothelounge,Iwenttoget

herwaterwaselathewholebottleinonego.

Me:uyakubethalomjitaNthabi?

Nthabi:nd’celauyiyekelentoNathi.Icanhandleit.

Me:youcametovisityourmotherbecauseudinwe

kukubethwanguAyandaNthabiseng?Butstill

uzophindelakuye,urightkak’hle?

Nthabi:IamgoingbackbecauseIbuiltmyentire

lifeinCanada,okay!

Me:butyoucanstillliveyourlifeandleavehim!

Nthabi:noIcannot…Iwon’t.

Me:why?

Shejustthrewherhandsintheairandgotup.

Nthabi:Ilovehim.Ireallydo.

Igotupandheldherwaist…



Me:Ilovedyou,Ineverlaidhandsonyou.Nakanye.

Nthabi:Iknow…buthe’sachangedman,I’ve

spokentohimandndimvilebautshinthilekancinci,

hegoestotherapynowsouzobaright.

Me:Nthabiseng…

Nthabi:hey,Iknowhelovesme.Trustme,Iknow.

Ilookedather…Ifeltsadthatshewasmaking

excusesforthisguy.Mhlelomntu,she’sgota

buddingcareer,whywouldshestayinanabusive

relationship?Shekissedme,Irespondedandwe

justkissed.ButthenIstoppedher…

Me:ifyoulovehimsomuch,whatisthis?

Nthabi:areyounotinaseriousrelationshipkanti?

Me:Iam,bu-

Nthabi:thenwearejusthavingfunbecauseI’min

thecountry.Nothingmore.



Shekissedmeagain,thistimeIhadnointentionof

stoppingher,wewerebothadultshere.Shesaidwe

werejusthavingfun,meaningnostringsattached.I

pinnedheragainstthewallasIrippedoffher

clothes,grabbingherbehind.Shelikeditrough,she

wasabouttogetit.

[06/26,14:52] :#Unedited

#MorningBang

#Nkosinathi_09

Afterwehadsex,webothhadaquickshower,

separatelyofcoursethenIdroveherbackhome.I

wenttomybriefingasscheduled,ndaphumelakwa

sisterwamtofetchthekidsandwehadlatelunch,

watchedmoviesthenebusukundabagodusa.I

thoughtofulalaePretoria,butdecidednah,akho

need.NdiyigqibileintoebendizoyenzaaphasoI

checkedavailableflightstoPEandthelastonewas

at9pmsoIquicklybookedthatone,gotacabto

takemetotheairportandwaitedabout10minutes



fortheflighttoarrivebecauseitwasalreadylate.

Yafikaiflight,flewtoPEandgotMasixoletofetch

me.Ethukiselaasusualbecauseakakwazi

ungathukiselibayafananjephakokwabo…phofu

lomntuuthukiseladrivingmetoapartyhis

girlfriendishosting,akandigodusi.Undisaepartyini

lendimkhuphekuyowhenIaskedhimtocome

fetchme.SonowIhadtobeinapartymood

ngenkani…

Wepartiedthenightaway,Ionlygottomyflatat

8am,nakhonandafikandalalaonthecouch.Iknew

Iwouldnotmanagethestairstu.

WhenIwokeuplateroninthedayIwokeuptoa

flatbattery,threemissedcallsfromubabyandit

onlyclickedthenthatIpromisedtocallherphezolo

andIdidn't!Flip!

Isearchedformycharger,chargedthephoneand

wenttograbicedwaterfromthefridge.Icameback

andfirstcalledAsenathi,Iwantedmeat,justdidn’t

wannacookngokwam.

Asenathi:Mntakamama?



Me:khandenzeleinyamandiyeza.

Asenathi:ndikwenzelephiinyamaNathiuyithathile

njeitshisanyamayakho?

Me:ndenzelekweyakhoxakucabaawunoyae

tshisanyamaforyourbrother,ifawukhose

tshisanyamaaswespeakphofu.

Shesilentlyreleaseda“mxm”butIwasn’tgonna

takeheroutaboutitngoku,Iwasjusthungry.And

hungover.

Asenathi:eyamalini?

Me:sausageyeR80nePorkyeR150.

Asenathi:mmh,icherryyakhocabaiyarhawuka.

Me:I’llcomefetchitinanhour.Enkosi.

IhungupengekaphendulithenIcalledmygirlfriend.

Shedidn'tansweruntilitwentonvoicemailbutI

triedagainandsheansweredsendincama...

Cass:hm?

Me:babe…I’msorryIdidn’tcallyoulastnight,ndiye

ndabusy.



Cass:toobusytocallumntuwakhoIsee.

Me:I’msorrybaby.

Cass:kay.

Me:I’llmakeituptoyou,Ipromise.

Cass:okaykaloku.

Ifellbackontothecouch,feetintheairandmy

handonmyforehead.Thistimeshehadeveryright

tobeupsetwithme,Ihadnowayout.Shewasn't

beingdramatic,shewasplainupsetwithrightfuthi.

Me:I’msorry.

Cass:look,Ihavetorun.Later?

Me:uyaphi?

Cass:ndisetownwithmyparents.

Me:oohokay,pleasetextwhenyou’rebackhome.

Cass:sharp.

Me:loveyou.

Cass:Loveyoutoo.

Thenshehungup.



Iputmyphoneawayanclosedmyeyesfora

minute...Everythingthathappenedthepasttwo

daysflashedback,nothatwasnoflashback,that

wasareplay.Anentiremovieonreplay.

Me:uyishityomntuMfethu!

Isatup...RealizingthatIreallyhadsexwith

anotherwoman,anexforthatmatter,waitanex

thatgotpregnantforanothermanwhilewewere

stilllivingtogether.Shit!Howdidallofthishappen

sofast?

Whilestillsittingthere,Nthabisengcalled.Ilooked

atthescreenindisbelief...Icutthecallandcalled

Cassagain.Sheansweredsofastasifshewas

expectingmetocallorshewasbusyonthephone

whileIcalled.Eitherway...

Cass:IthoughtyousaidIshouldtextyouwhenI'm

freetotalk.

Me:uhmbabe,ndibuyile.

Cass:oh-Kay.

Me:incaseyoustillwannacomethissideforthe



weekend.

Cass:I'vealreadytoldmydadndihambanaye

Monday.

Me:ohokay,Ijustwantedtoletyouknow.

Cass:sure.

Me:sharp.

Ihungup.

Shecalledback.

Me:Babe?

Cass:uright?

Me:yeswhy?

Cass:usureuright?

Me:ewebaby.

Cass:yousoundanxious,it'sactuallyweird.

Ichucklednervously.

Cass:wenzentonieJoburgNkosinathi?nakuune

nervouslaugh.



Me:Haibobaby,haikehaike.

Cass:wellit'seitheryoudidsomethingoryou're

abouttodoitrightnow.I'mreallygettingweird

vibesfromyourightnow.

Me:Cassandraandenzanganto,andI'mnotgonna

doanything.Ifyoudon'tbelieveme,buya.

Shedidn'tanswer...

Myhandsweresuddenlygettingsweaty.

Me:NdiyavukangokuandI'mjustgonnagofetch

meatkuAseandthencomebackhome,I'vegot

nowheretogonamhlanje.Havenothingplannedin

factfortheentireweekend.

Cass:mmkay.

Me:doyoubelieveme?

Cass:ewebaby,nowcanIreallytextyouwhenIget

home?

Me:surething.

Cass:thankyou,byebye.

Me:onemorething...



Cass:ohGod!

Me:ndiyakuthanda.

Shelaughedandthrewinthe"ndiyakuthandanam

suka"inthatlaughter.Ismiledaswehungup...

Okay,gotthatoutofthewaysuccessfully.

NthabisengwasstillcallingandIjustdidn'twanna

talktoheryet...Iswitchedthephoneoffandwent

tofreshenupthenIwenttothecarwashndavasa

imotoyamandcollectedmymeat.

Asenathi:awunqabe.

Me:kubusycharlie.

Asenathi:toobusyforyourownsister?

Me:toobusyformyselfeven.

Asenathi:don'toverworkyourselfbro,trytobalance

things.

Me:ndizophekaipapawhenIgethomewiththis

meatndilale.Ireallyneedtoeatrealfoodandresta

bit.

Asenathi:mh,where'syourlover?



Me:she'shome.

Asenathi:why?Isshesickorshejustwenthome

fortheweekend?

Me:she'snursingagunshotwound.

Asenathi:Haibo!Shewasshot?When?

Me:iiiitsnoneofyourbusinessmntasekhaya.

Masisolesiy'yekanjalo.

Asenathi:heh,kutheniufaninjeI'mgenuinely

concernedngomnyeumntana!

Me:noyou'renot,youjustwantsomethingtosay

whenyoumeetupwithyourbestie.

Asenathi:mybestie?

Me:yes,Sivuyise.Yournewfriend.

Asenathi:gosh,siselaphona?

Ismiledandtookmymeatndamshiya...Ireally

madepapandchakalaka,ateitwiththemeatand

gotinbed.Icouldn'tevenwork...Iwassuddenly

overwhelmedwithguilt.IlookedatthepicturesI

tookofCassandrathedaywewentout.



Me:haybrauyirubbishnyhani.

Imusthavefallenasleep,ndisacinga.Iheardmy

phoneringingandthenIlookedatthescreen...

Me:Nthabiseng.

Nthabi:hey,areyouavoidingmeorwhat?

Me:Iwassleeping...Sorry,what'sup?

Nthabi:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou,nothing

much.

Me:ohokay.

Nthabi:look,Iunderstandthatakhonto

isidibanisayonehbut-

Me:there'snobutsNthabi,yousaidityourselfthat

wewerejusthavingsex...Imean,wearebothin

committedrelationships.Nothingmore.

Nthabi:Igetthat.

Me:good,itendsthere.

Wathula...

Me:ifthisweretoevercomeout,mygirlfriend



woulddie.Literally.

Nthabi:soucingelayena?

Me:ndiyamcingelanayebutit'sthetruth.Akhonto

sinoyenzangoku.

Nthabi:Ihearyou...

Me:youdo?

Nthabi:Ido...Butsurelywecanarrangetomeetup

everytimeI'minthecountry?Shedoesn'thaveto

know.

Me:soawundivalilonke.

Nthabi:wecanbediscreetNathi,please.

Me:it'snotgonnahappen...Look,Ihavetogo,my

girlfriendisonanotherline.Bye.

Ihungup...

Seriously?

Iclosedmyeyesandtriedtothink...Igotupand

wenttogetacigar.Lititupandtookawalktothe

balconyndatshayelapha...Sandilecalled.



Me:Kwedini.

Sandile:uphiMfethu?

Me:ndilaphaendlini.

Sandile:khaw'khawlezeuzeaphakumbrauMasx

uhlatyiwe.

Me:what?Okaysho.

IquicklyranoutanddroveovertoSandile’splace,

wetookMasixoletothehospitalafterhewas

admitted,wewentonamanhunttofindtheguys

whostabbedhim.Ididn’tevenaskforthewhole

story,ndonelekuvabauhlatyelweicherry

ndahambanabahambayo.Youdon’tgettostabone

ofusandthenweletitgojustlikethat,asamatter

offact,besendifunanalocherryimhlabisileyomna.

WefoundthetwoguyskwaDwesiandwedidn’t

evensaymuch,hlabaimpamaemtwinisamfaka

emotwenisemnkanayesayomngombela

emahlathinisamshiyaphaandthenwentlooking

forlecherrykaMasixole.Onthewaytoher,I

decidedtonowaskbabekwenzekentoni?



Me:yhimanimajita,singekafikikuMbali,kanenen

nithewhydidthosefoolsstabuMas’x?

Sandile:lomntanawasapparentlytwo-timingu

Mas’xwithlantwana,solantwanafoundoutand

thendecidedtocomeafteruMas’x.

Me:oohokay.

Wedrovetoherhomesathumelaumntana

makasibizele,kwathiwauseshopsowedrovedown

totheshopandsawher.Sandileaskedmetostop

thecarandIdid,waphumawayakuMbaliwhowas

withherfriends,hedidn’tsayaword,uvele

waphosaimpamazantathukwabesekuwilizela

becauseshecriedout.Saphumanalamajita

sihambanawoandwenttostophim,Igrabbedhis

armandpulledhimback.

Sandile:yhelaNkos’nathimfethukhandiyeke

ndikhabelenjakazi.

Mbali:ndizakubambisaunyenjandini,ubetha



kubani?

Waphuncukakumlowayofakaenyeimpamaand

thefriendsscattered…

Sandile:yaziyintoniMbali?Icebomandikuhlabe

mannamnjengoMas’xloumhlabisengamadoda

wakhondivelendiyobanjelwaintoebambekayo.

Mbali:uMasixoleuhlatyiwe?Nini?

Sandile:sund’buzaikakauyeva?Sukundibuza

irubbish,bloodyfuckenharlot!

IgrabbedSandilendayomfakaemotweniandwent

backtoMbali..shegenuinelyseemedshocked.

Mbali:Nathi,uhlatywenyhaniuMasixole?

Me:ewe…wejustdroppedhimatthehospitalan

hourago.



Mbali:hayiniuMabhuti.

Mabhutibeingthesecondboyfriend…

Mbali:ndcelaundipheiwardakuyotorhoNathi…

akazondinikauSandile.

Me:Andizokwazinam,he’llcallyouwhenhewants

totalktoyou.Justgivehimspace.

Mbali:Nathiplease,ndiyakucelatorho.

Isighed…andgavehermyphone.

Me:fakainumberyakho,I’lltextyou.

Shedid…Sandileloweredthewindowkulamoto

andshouted

Sandile:ndakukhabaunyezekhendikubone

kwesas’bhedleleMbalentle!Youwillwish

ubundibambisiletrustme.Masambewena



Nkosinathi.

Shesavedhernumber,gavememyphonethenI

returnedtothecar.Wewentbacktothehospital

andspentquitealotoftimetherewaitingforthe

doctorstoupdateusbecausethestabwasvery

critical,itwasjustabovetheheartandsoMasixole

neededtobeoperatedtodrainbloodfromitlingayi

entliziywenikakhulu.
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WewaitedforMasixoletobeoperatedatthe

hospitalthenleftafterhewasgivenaward,Itexted

hisgirlfriendthewardnumberrightafterdropping

Sandileathisplace.Khanyacalledonmywayto

myplace…

Me:Mjita?(myguy)

Khanya:usharpmkhuluwa?(Yougood?)



Me:tops,kanjani?(goodandyou?)

Khanya:hundred,hehman,udewathiningohamba

kanene?(Good,whathaveyoudecidedon

regardingtheCanadatrip?)

Me:haykalokunditheandihambi.(Itoldyoui'mnot

going)

Khanya:thoughtbynowyou’dhavechangedyour

mind.Thisisbig,thoughtyoumightwanttohandle

it.

Me:nah,Ipromisedumntuwamaweekendaway

beforendihambe,I’mnowthinkingofmakingita

weekaway.ItrustthatyouwillhandleitlikeIwould.

Khanya:whathaveyoudoneNkosinathi?

Ilaughed,

Me:whatdoyoumeanwhathaveIdone?Can’tI

spoilmywoman?

Khanya:you’reguiltyofsomethingandtrustme,a



womanknowswhenamandoesthingstoeaseup

hisguilt.

Me:unfortunatelyIhaven’tdoneanything…wejust

needthetimeawayfrompeoplelikeyou.

Khanya:peoplelikemearealwaysontheroad,we

actuallydon’thavetimeforpeoplelikeyou.

Me:ugqibile?(areyoudone?)

Khanya:mh,sharpmfethu.(yep,cheersbro)

Me:good.Nowgomakemoney.

Ihungup…

Idon’tgetwhypeopleshouldaskwhathaveIdone

whenIjustwantedtospendmoretimewithmygirl,

IgetthatIcheated,buthey,leavemealone.WhenI

gothomeIwarmedupmyfoodndatya,whenIwas

doneeating,IcalledNthabiseng…

Nthabi:Nathi?

Me:usharp?



Nthabi:ufunantoni(whatdoyouwant)bro,you

madeyourselfquiteclearearlier.

Me:lookNthabiseng,wearebothadultshere.You

brokeupwithmeforareason,canwenotdothis

backandforththing?Please.

Nthabi:I’mactuallynotaskingyoutomarrymehere,

youknow?

Me:Iknow,butbabe…whatifyoudecideyou

wannabeinthecountryeveryothermonth?MustI

nowleavemygirlfriendandattendtoyourneeds?

Nthabi:it’sjustharmlessfun…uqaleniniubhora

kanje?(whendidyoubecomesoboring?)

Ikeptquiet…

Thiswastheexactsametrapthatgotniqqa’skilled

inthepast…andIwasn’therelookingfortrouble

withbabe’sbrothersorNthabi’sfiancé.

Nthabi:IsawyouontheguestlistkulaFranchise

briefingthat’scomingupinCanada,guess



saw’bonanaphaya(we'llseeeachotherthere).

Me:unfortunatelyandiyi(I'mnotgoing),I’msending

mybusinesspartner.

Nthabi:ubalekamna(areyourunningawayfrom

me)?Wow.

Me:Ididn’tknowyou’llbeattending.

Nthabi:wellnowyouknow,surelyyoucanarrange

something?

Me:alreadyhaveplanswithmygirlfriend.Sorry.

Nthabi:mh,Igetit.

Me:canwejustforgetthatwhathappened,actually

happened?

Nthabi:I’mnotpromisinganything,butIwilltry.

Me:maybeyoucshouldalsodeletemynumber

fromyourphone?

Sheburstoutlaughing…

Me:ayt…cheers.



Nthabi:bye.

Ihungupandjustsatthere…

ThenIdecidedtogocheckonmyfolks,witha

weekendbagsothatIcanactuallyspendthe

weekendwiththemxandingenantoyokwenzaand

engabuyi(sinceIhavenothingtodoandCassisn't

comingback)uCassandra.Theywereactuallyback

frommybrother’splaceandfortunatelyenoughfor

me,theyhadnoplansfortheweekendaswell.We

putupthebraaistandatthebackandstartedoff

ourweekendwithsomevleis.PhofudadandIwere

atthebackwhileumamawasindoors…

Dad:whenlastdidyouvisityourfamilies?

Me:yhoit’sbeenawhile…you?

Dad:I’vebeenbusyaswell.ButIcalledthem,

zininziizintoabazidingayobonke(there'squitealot

thattheyneed),I’dreallyappreciateitifungazama

ukuyobabonaaph’enyangeni(youcouldtryandvisit



themwithinthemonth).

Me:Imightjustpassbynextweek.Didtheysend

youalistofthethingstheyneed?

Dad:I’llcheckmyemailslater.

Me:sharp.

Helookedatme,Ilaughed.

Youknowwhenaneldergivesyouthelook,efuna

ubuzainto(whentheywannaasksomething)and

youknowyoudon’twantthemtoaskitngoku

ungekhosurewhattheywanttoask?

Dad:uhlekantoni?(whatareyoulaughingat?)

Me:khayeketaima.(nothingdad)

Helaughed.

Dad:sothisnewgirlyouhave?



Me:Iknewit!Yhohayakhopeacekulendlu

Imurmuredndamshiyaphaandwentinside,asI

walkedin,CassandracalledsoIwalkedbackoutto

thechairinthelawn.

Me:baby?

Cass:hey,I’mhome.

Me:okay,letmecallyouback.

Cass:sure.

ShehungupandIcalledher…

Cass:MrDakumba.

Me:FutureMrsDakumba,unjani?

Cass:I’mtired,yho.Unjan’wena?

Me:udinweyintoni?



Cass:I’vebeenshoppingwiththefolksnamhlanje,

akhoshopsingayingenanga.Andthesepeoplejust

keptongoing,yhuha.and’funuhambamnaapha!

Ilaughedathowdramaticshesounded.

Me:bendithebuyandikhona.

Cass:Iwonderbendizothikutatawhatchangedmy

mindallofasuddenkengoku?

Me:ubuzoyazibamawuthiniyazibaby.

Cass:eshe.

Me:I’vebookedusforaweekaway,insteadofjust

theweekend.

Cass:ulibelebandiyafunda?

Me:you’restillonsickleaveasperdoctor’sorders

sisi.

Cass:hehe!HambaNkosinathi.

Me:sosiyahambaWednesdayke.

Cass:siyaphibabe?Location.



Me:Ican’ttellyouthat.

Shelaughed

Cass:okayfine…I’llbetherekeWednesday.

Me:no,you’llbehereMonday,I’mfetchingyouright

afteryourdaddropsyouoff.

Cass:cabaibindikhumbulaleshame.

Me:kalokuyouonlybelieveitwhenyouseeit.

Cass:undicaphukisilekeizoloyaz.

Me:Iknow…andI’msorry.

Cass:ububusyyintonikangakaudeundilibalebabe?

Isighed…

Me:Iwasaccidentallyatafriend’splace,bekukho

iparty.



Cass:yho,soyoupartiedandforgotaboutme?

Really?

Me:babyplease,masiy’yeke.I’llmakeupforit.

Cass:mnqk!Menaretrashnyhanikodwa.

Me:becauseIknowndikonile,I’lltakethat.Butat

theendoftheday,I’myourmansoI’mbasically

yourtrash.

Cass:awuselociko!

Me:awusandithandi!

Shedidn’trespondforaminute,Iinternallycounted

totenthenshespokeup.

Cass:Imissyouyazi.

Me:Imissyoutoo…shouldIcomefetchyou?

Cass:no,sezofikauMondayndikubone.

Me:areyousureyoudon’twantmetocomefetch

you?



Cass:I’mquitesurebabe,it’sokay.

Me:okayke,seeyouMonday.

Cass:sure.

Me:Iloveyouke,uyazilonto.

Cass:Iloveyou…uzandibekelantoni?

Me:UzofikaMondaysibesesihambaWednesday,

andyoustillwannaknowndizokubekelantonibaby?

Cass:isthatyouranswer?

Me:ufunantonimntuwam?

Cass:surpriseme.

Me:okay,thenI’lltrymybestto.

Shelaughedasshehungup…

Mondaymorning,

Iwokeupandcleanedmyhouse,babywascoming

back.



FirstofallIdidn’tknowhowIwasgoingtoreact

onceIseeherafterwhathappenedinPretoriabutI

wassoooolookingforwardtoourupcomingtrip.I

reallymissedher.WhenIwasdonecleaningthe

houseIgrabbedmycarkeysandwentshopping…

firststoppedatEdgarsandboughthertwopairsof

heels,onestrappyandtheotherjustpatentthenI

boughthertwolingeriesets;onelacyredandthe

otherstrappyblack.DrovetoWooliesandgot

whippedcreamandstrawberries,wineand

chocolatesthenIcalledthetshisanyamatoprepare

meatakeawaythenIwenttobuyherflowers.She

didsayImustsurprisehersothiswasme

surprisingherwithFood,gifts,cleanlinenonthe

bedandessentiallyacleanhouse.Done.

Irestedabitwhilecontemplatingonwhethertocall

herornot…afterabout30minutesofjustsitting

thereidle,IdecidedtogocheckonMasixoleatthe

hospital.AsIwalkedintohisward,Iheardvoices.

Familiarfemalevoices,whichwasnotfar-fetched

becausehe’sgotagirlfriendwhomIknow,andwe



alsohavefemalefriendsbut,theywerearguing

ngaye…soIsilentlywalkedinandwatchedthetwo

womensquabblingoverhishead.Nthabisengno

Mbali…yes.TheeNthabiseng.

Mbali:sobasicallyyou’vebeensleepingwiththis

whoreMasixolerightundermynose?Kutheni

ungazithandinje?

Nthabi:ungakulingekeundibizei-whoremna

njakazindini…uyaw’gym’anini?Uhliseamanqatha

labecauseubalekaunukiselwanguweuMas’xole.

Awuwathandiamanzi.

Mbali:Uthini?

Nthabi:akhomoyaapha,takeabath,ufakeidettol

nerwatyityiuzobaright.

Heeeee!

Istoodtherefeelinglikeisibhanxa…

LondimshiyeeRhawutiniufikeniniapha?And,

uqaleniniujolanoMas’x?



Masixole:baby?

Nthabi:omphi?BecauselasttimeIchecked

besingobabysobabinimos?

Masixole:khawumewenaman…babe?

Mbali:hayfokofthetha!

Masixole:nd’celauxolo,itwasjustamomentof

weakness.

Mbali:amomentofweaknesskwiexyebestfriend

yakho?UrightMasixole?Uphililekak’hle?

Nthabi:ingenaphikengokueyokubandayiex

kabana?Ingenaphi?

Mbali:ohhaynaweuhambeubaweak,uyambona

lomntubaakanamoralskwaphelakodwawayozithi

nyha!

Nthabi:uthethanamnontombi?

Mbali:she’sinsultingmerightinfrontofyouand

awubethelwananguwan.Sogqibaucelana

namaxolo.



Nthabisenglaughed…lantsiniigezayo.

AnyonecouldtellthatuMas’xuhlebilengoMbali

ngokuebecengaiimpundukuNthabiseng.Itwas

justevident.

Masixole:Nthabikhaw’phume.

Nthabi:andiyindawo.

Masixole:IneedtotalktouMbalieyedwa,please…

justleave.

Nthabi:wonelengokuzimp-

Mbali:nono,phuma.Youcancomebacklater

xandimnkilengobakuyacacabaindodalena

yeyethu,butfornowphuma.Ambolindaiturn

yakhokwifoyersthandwa.

Shegrabbedherbagandturned,wathintlangam

ndimilendibabukele.

Nthabi:uhm…Nathi,howlonghaveyoubeenhere?



Mbalialsoturned…IheardMasixolecursingunder

hisbreath.

Mbali:yho…TaNko.

Me:Mbali…ugrand?

Iwalkedtowardsthebed,totallyignoring

Nthabiseng.

Mbali:I’mgood,enkosibra.

Me:nosweat…igrandinigga?

IwasnolookingatMasixolewhomIcouldsee

iintlonialloverhisface.

Masixole:yeahmfethu.

Me:linjaniinxeba?

Masixole:theyarestilldrainingthebloodandsome



water,butndingaphumaaph’evekini.

Heshifteduncomfortablyonhisbed.

Myphonerang,ubabywascallingbutitputheron

silent.

Mbali:letmegiveyouguysamoment.

Me:hayandihlelangantwana,Icanseenibusy

apha.

Mbali:hayufika,I’msurehealsowantstospeakto

hisfriend.

Me:umntuwamusendleleniezayo,IthoughtI

shouldjustpop-intopasstime…nguyeloufounayo.

Mbali:oohokayke.

Me:haikemfethuI’llprobablyseeyousew’phumile

apha.

Masixole:hopefullybra.



Ismiled,wefist-bumpedthenIwalkedout.

Nthabisengwasreallywaitinginthefoyer,shesaw

meandstoodup.Iwalkedrightpasther…she

followedmetomycar…

Nthabi:itonlyhappenedthreetimes.

Me:whathappenedthreetimes?

Nthabi:sleepingwithhim,threetimesqha.

Me:Idon’tthinkthat’sanyofmybusinessthough,

ulalangomzimbawakhomos.Andithi?

Shelookedatmewithoutblinking…

Me:youdon’towemeanyexplanation…youcan

sleepwiththewholecrewifyouwant.It’syourbody

baby,dowhatmakesyouhappyngawo.



Gotinmycarandleftherstandingthere.
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IdroveforaboutfiveminutesbeforeIreturned

Cassandra’scall…

Cass:hello?

Me:Iwasatthehospital,uxolo.What’sup?

Cass:ufunantoniatthehospital?

Me:IwenttocheckuponMasixole,Itoldyou

uhlatyiwe.Right?

Cass:noyoudidn’t…uright?

Me:yep.Helooksfine.

Cass:mmh.

Me:ndizokuthatha?(shouldIcomefetchyou)

Cass:ewe.

Me:sharp.



Shehungup.

Okay,maybeIshouldacceptthatumntuwam

unentliziyoencincicozIcouldhearthatudikwekwa

ndimwhiletalkingonthephone.Andeyonanto

enokumdikarightnowiscallingme,

ndingafumaneki…nothingelse.Idrovetoherplace,

calledforherbamakaphume,shewalkedout

engaphethanganebagforchangingclothes.Just

herphone,earphonesnecharger.

Shegotinthecar,fastenedherseatbeltandsat

thereinsilence…moodyAF.

Me:andthen?Kutheniungabulisi?

Cass:wejustspokeonphoneaminuteago.

Me:butstill?

Sheyawned...addinga“heybaby”inthatyawn.

Ichuckledanddrovemycar…putonmusicsothat



singaxoxisaniatallaphendleleniseeingthatshe’s

ina“pretense”foulmood.AsIdroveinendliniyam,

doyounotthinkNthabisengwouldcall?Icutthe

callisaqalanjeuringer,aswegotoffthecarI

blockedthenumberndavulaendliniandwalkedin

followingCassandra.

Cass:akucleanapha,usurekudalaubuyile?

Me:whatareyoutryingtosayngambaby?

Cass:haikeIwasjustasking.Whyutense?

Shelaughedthatoffandwenttofloponthecouch,

takingaTVremote.

Icalledherfromthekitchen…

Me:Babyulambile?

Cass:noandilambangababe,butndibawelai-pizza.

Me:xaungalambangaizongenandaw’nii-pizza

kanene?



Cass:yithengemnt’wamI’llshowyou.

Imagine!

Me:okay.

Yes.

Iorderedpizzaondelivery,shewasgoingtoget

awaywithanythingtoday,infactthewholeweek.I

orderedhercrammedpizzawithsides,thenIjoined

heronthecouch.Puttingmylegsonherthighs…

shesniffedonmyfeetandwebothlaughed.

Me:ubuyeugezafuthikokwenu.

Cass:soyoudidn’tmissme?

Me:I’mstilltryingtoestablishthat.

Shereachedforapillowandthrewitatme…I



duckedbutcaughtitandshelaughed,laterher

pizzawasdelivered,Ibroughtsideplates,wineand

glassesthenwedugin.

Me:thoughtyou’dbecomingwithaweekendbagor

something.

Cass:Iwastootiredtounpackandrepack.

Me:whywouldyouneedtounpack?

Cass:becauseandizonxibaimpahlaapha

ebendizinxibaekhaya.

Me:youhaveclothestowearatdifferentplaces?

Cass:youwouldn’tunderstand…whattimearewe

goingWednesday?

Me:haybabeyhimangoWednesday,uzovuka

unxibantoningomso?

Cass:areyounotgonnatakemehomekanti?

Me:hehee!Hayyilastnumber.

Cass:ndizovukandinxibeooshortibakhosanaxa

kucabaandizogoduka,cabandizolalazelento



ungabuziyobandizolalangantoniubuzaba

ndizovukandinxibentoni.

Me:youpredictedthatoneyourself,otherwise

ngew’zeunxibeiipyjamakaloku.

Cass:thoughtwe’djusthavedinnerthenyoutake

mebackhome.

Me:kalokuyourthoughtsarehigherthanmy

thoughtsbaby,apparently.

Sheburstoutlaughing,shelookedcute,tryingto

laughoutloudandstillcoverhermouthbecauseit

hasfoodinit.

Me:uzolalau-zekeCharlie.

Cass:unemedicalaidkamnandi,ogulakwamndim

nayo.

Me:Ididn’tsayyoushouldn’tbringyourclothes?

Youdecidednotto.

Cass:babysizoxoxangempahlazam?Monday?



KodwasihambaWednesday?

Me:nobabeasizoxoxatu,sizotyangokuandchill.

Noargumentswhatsoever.

Shethrewmewithanotherpillowanditreallyhit

methistime,Iwatchedherlaughwholeheartedly.

Mhleumntuwamkodwa!Foundmyselfasking

bendifunantonikuNthabisenglendingayaziyo?Le

ndingenayorightnow?WhythefuckamIgreedy?

Becausekunyolukamosokuyakuthe

kwandifumana.

Cass:uqumbilekengoku?

Okay…clearlyIdriftedoff.

Me:nope,ndizokufumanaqha.Paybacktime

akuzobamnandikangaka.

Cass:eshe,yimaliniigrudgeyecushionnababy!



BABYYYYYYYYYY!!!!!!!!

Shesangthelastbaby.

Me:haha!Awonwabeman,lontouzonwabisangam.

Cass:becauseintwodaysI’mgoingonbaecation,

hello!

Me:sisihowisyourwound?

Cass:haysanasoy’bonaphambilieyewound,

andinalifeuzakumangenxakasisAsandatubube

obakheubomibuqhubeka.

Me:well,youdroppedthecharges.

Cass:Iknow,she’smybigsisattheendoftheday.

TherewasnothingIcouldsayfurthermore…aswe

werejustbondingonthatcouch,Masixolecalled.

Me:Ntwana?(myguy)

Masixole:mfethu…ungakwaziukuzaaph’ehozy?



(hey,willyoubeabletocometothehospital?)

Me:ninimfethu?(When?)

Masixole:ngoku(now)bra,orlaterontonight.

Me:yintoniingxaki?(What’stheproblem?)

Masixole:Iwantustotalk,aboutuNthabiseng.I

knowyouheardeverythingearlieronbutIfeellikeI

needtoexplainmysideofthestory.

Me:haymfethuakhoneedyaloway.Ungaqhuba

pha.(there’sactuallynoneedforthat.Youcan

continue)

Masixole:hayNkomfethu.

Me:serious,ndaphumamosphayasoakhoway.

(I’mnolongerthere,soyoucanreallycontinue)

Hewentsilentonme…Cassandrawasbusyplaying

withmytoesandiyaziwhy,andsheseemedtobe

enjoyingwhatshewasdoing.

Masixole:ingaskesidibanemfethu.(Ijustwishwe



canmeetupbro)

Me:okayndoda…butitcannotbenoworanytime

thisweek.

Masixole:ubusykakhulu?

Me:yes,andI’mgoingawayWednesday.

Masixole:inobauhlelinalacherryyakho,khamnike

iphone.(Youmustbewiththatgirlfriendofyours,

giveherthephone)

IchuckledandgaveCassandrathephone,she

lookedatthescreenandshrugged.

Me:khaw’thatheiphoneuyekeujamelananam.(Can

youtakethephoneandstopstaringatme?)

Shedidn’ttakeit,instead,sheputitonspeaker

whileitwasstillinmyhands.



Cass:uhm,hello?

Masixole:hisisiunjani?

Cass:ndirightwenaunjani?

Masixole:ndigrandmfethu,nd’celaundibolekele

ndodayakhoforafewminutesman.

Cass:asinnow?

Masixole:ewe…hewon’tbelong.

Cass:andwhoamIspeakingto?

Masixole:andibhalwangakulophone?

Cass:yhohaike…babyngubaniloundithethisa

naye?

MasixoleandIbothlaughed,wellIwaslaughingat

theboredfunnyfacesCasswasmakingwhile

talkingtohim.

Masixole:I’mhisbestfriend.Didn’thetellyoua

friendofhisisatthehospital?



Cass:andikhumbuli…nd’celaezekusasawethu

bestfriend.

Masixole:heee!Ayingxamelentondimfunelayona

chom’am.

Shelookedatmeandmouthed“uyafunaukuya?”I

shookmyhead.

Cass:ingxakisisebhafini,andsisandongena.On

topofthat,ndiyafikasoandizokwaziush’yeka

ndedwaaphamna.

Masixole:oohokay…hayne,mandimboneksasake.

Cass:surekebhuti.

Masixole:sharpntwana.

Hehungup…

Cass:andthat?

Me:he’sjustbeingacrybaby,thankyouforsaving



me.

Cass:youoweme.

Me:Iknow…canweactuallygotakeabathnow?

Cass:sure.

Shecollectedtheplates,whileIcleanedupapho

besityelakhonathenwewentupstairs,Iwalked

aheadofher.Gotinsidetheroomfirstandgrabbed

theflowers,shewalkedin,ndamnikaandshe

laughed…asshewaslaughing,Igaveherthe

giftbag.

Cass:ohmyGodbabe,Iwasjoking.

Me:haike,akudlalwanjalonam.

Cass:clearly.OhmyGod.

Shesmelttheflowers…welltheywerefresh,but

hello,flowerssmelllikeflowers.Whydowomen

smellthem?Aretheyexpectingsomeother



fragrance?Shewalkedinandputtheflowersonthe

dressingtablethenopenedhergiftbag,Iwatched

herface.Itbrightenedupasshetookouthergifts,

onebyone.Aftershesawthelastone,shecameto

meebobothekaandwrappedherarmsaroundmy

neckplantingfairykissesonmylips

Cass:thankyou.

Me:anythingforyou.

Cass:justsoyouknow,Iwasreallypullingyourleg.

Me:Iactuallydon’tmind.

Shelookedbackathergiftszilandelelana

kulendawoazibekekuyo…

Cass:babyyouactuallyhand-pickedlingerieforme?

Wow.

Me:Ihopeitfitsthough.

Cass:it’stherightsizeI’msureit’sgonnafit.Enkosi.



NowIkissedher,shewaslikebutteronoven-baked

bread.Iwasjustkissingher,notlustingoranything.

Justpurelykissingthegirl.ThenIstopped,stillin

eachother’sarms.

Me:IloveyouCassandra,Ireallydo.

Cass:andIhavenodoubtaboutthat.

Me:uzobareadyniniforukunditshatake?

Cass:nguweozotshatamnaonceI’vegraduated.

Me:kulolifeuunpredictablekangakayouthink

sizofikakwigraduationyakhosisathandana

kanjena?

Cass:that’salluptous,andbesides,nothingis

impossible.Allwehavetodoistobefaithfulto

eachother.

Me:sometimesbabyulifeukheubetrickyyazi.

Cass:thenwedealwithlotrickwhenwegettoit…

fornow,canwefocusonnow?



Ismiledandmovedastrandofherawayfromher

face.

Me:yes,nowwe’regonnabathtogether,wena

unxibeyournewlingerieforyourboyfriend.

Cass:myboyfriendsaidndizolalandize…andI’m

notcomplaining.

Me:soyouwontbetryingoutyourgifts?

Cass:surelyIcandothatmaybeWednesdayor

Thursday?

Me:baecation.Yes.

Cass:see?Patience.

Thenshewalkedaway,fewminuteslaterIheard

thewaterinthebathroom.Isatonthebedand

waited…Ihadalotonmymind,whatifshefound

outaboutwhatIdidinPretoriaanddecidesto

dumpme?NowthatNthabiseng’shereanythingis



possible.HowdoItellCassaboutthisangandilahli

inthatsameprocess?Shecalledoutfromthe

bathroom…

Cass:yizovasaNkosinathi!

Me:coming!

Igotup,wenttothebathroomandfoundher

soakedinabubblebath.

Iundressedandjoinedher.
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Webathedeachother,hadalotofconversations

regardingourfutureandwherewewerecurrently

thesaphumaandwenttobed.Shereallygotin

betweenthesheetsnakedandIadmiredher

comfortabilitynowaroundme,herconfidenceeven

inherspeechwasremarkable.Igotinrightnextto

herandwelaythereonourbacknotsaying



anythingforafewseconds…

Cass:whenareyouvisitingabantubakhoagain?

Me:abantubam?

Cass:yes,thehomesyoutookmeto.

Me:oh…sometimeaph’enyangeni.Wannatagalong

again?

Cass:ewe…ifyoudon’tmindofcourse.

Me:Idon’t…

Cass:canwededicateaweekendforthat?Saturday

siyekwababaonthestreetsandspendsometime

nabo,listentothemandpraywiththemifneedbe.

ThenSundaysiyekwihome?

Me:thatcouldwork…okay,aslongasyonkelonto

won’tdisturbyourschoolschedulebecausenow

thatyou’rebookedoff,youwillhavetomakeuseof

allthetimeyoucanhavexaubuyeleeskowlenito

catchupwiththelessonsyoumissed.

Cass:oohthat…surelywecanworkaroundthat.



Me:mmkay.

Sheturnedaroundandfacedme,supportingher

headngesandla.

Cass:whatdoIneedforthetrip?

Me:swimwearandlingerieqha.

Cass:sosiyangaselwandle,okay.

Me:therecouldbeapooltooyouknow?Not

necessarilyulwandle.

Cass:hehe!Okay…butbaby,notevenasmallclue?

Me:I’llgiveyouacluengomsoxaundiphekela.

Shelaughed

Cass:whosaidI’mgonnacookforyou?

Me:youwantaclue,right?



Cass:thisisblackmail.

Me:thisisbeingcleverbaby.

Shesmiled…myphonerang.

Cass:haikesana,inobakuzofunekasizicimileii

phonezethu.

Me:maybeit’simportant.please?

SherolledhereyesasIansweredhertryingto

reachformyphone…itwasuMbali.

Me:hello?

Mbali:TaNko…canyoutalk?

Me:what’ssourgent?

Mbali:nd’celauthethenoMas’xoletorho.

Me:whathashedonenow?



Mbali:he’sleavingmeforyourex.Uthiifitwasn’t

formengengekhosesibhedlele.

Yho!

IlookedatCassandra…hereyeswerefixedonmy

face.

Me:Canwetalktomorrow?Uzandiqumbelalosisi

ndihlelinaye.

Mbali:ohokay,enkosibro.

Me:surentwana.

Ihungup…

Me:don’task.

Cass:I’mnotinterestedonebit.

Iputmyphonedownandpulledherclosersowe



cuddled.

InthemorningIwokeupaloneinbed,went

downstairs,stillaloneinthehouse,thenIwalked

outsidebecauseInoticedthedoorwasn’tlocked.

Shewashavingaglassofwinebythepool,unxibe

ivestyamupholelwenamalanga.

Me:ungumlungu.

Sheturnedandsmiled,

Cass:heybabe.

Me:uselautywalaonanemptystomach?

Cass:it’sjustoneglassofwine.Andthedoctors

recommendredwine.

Me:wineisalcoholnontombi.

Cass:Idon’ttellyouwhentodrinkyourwhiskey



though.

Okayndamyeka,Ijustwentclosertoherand

huggedherfrombehind.Kissingherneck,tickling

hersoftspots…

Me:uvukeleniek’senikangaka?

Cass:Iwastiredofwatchingyousleep.

Me:kutheniwenaungalelanga?

Cass:Idon’tknow…buphelemsinya.

Ikissedherneck…

Cass:aNthabisengcalled.

Ndamelwayintliziyosametime.

Me:awho?



Cass:Nthabiseng.

Me:didsheleaveamessage?

Cass:utheshe’llcallyoulaterakhontoi-urgent.

Me:mmh.

Shemusthavecalledmengenyeinumberthen,

becauseIknowfullywellthatIblockedhernumber.

Cass:ngowaphi?

Me:she’sanoldfriend,besidibeneatthehospital

whenIwenttoseeMas’xole.

Cass:thesameMasixolewhowantedyoutovisit

himlastnight?

Me:yes.

Wathula…

Ikhonalentoayibalayo,Icouldfeelit.



Me:whatareyoucalculating?

Cass:haibo,amIsupposedtobecalculating

something?

Me:baby?

Cass:haywethushesounded“demanding”atfirst

thenwehlawhenItoldherI’mnotgonnawakeyou

upuntilshetellsmewhyshe’scallingyousoearly.

Me:she’sgotastrongcharacterindalo…don’tmind

her.

Cass:mmh.

Me:now,canwegomakebreakfast?

Cass:yessur.

Wewalkedbacktothehousehandinhand,shewas

finishingoffherwine.Iwasdeaduncomfortable

notknowingwhattheysaidtoeachother.Whatifla

sathanauzichazilekubaby?Nowndilelixokimna

lithisizioldfriends?Fuck!Shevolunteeredtomake

breakfastaslongasIreturnupstairsandmakethe

bedinsteadofstandingthereandwatchingher,and



Iobliged.Ndamshiya…gotupstairsandwent

throughmycallhistory,yes,Nthabisengcalledme

withanothernumber.Istoodbythedoor,looking

downthestairscozI’monthelookoutfor“Mrs”asI

returnedthecall…itrangonceandsheanswered

Nthabi:baby!

Me:whatthefuckdoyouthinkyou’redoing?

Nthabi:haysukaIwasjustmissingyou.

Me:hehNthabiseng,ndiyakunqanda.

Shelaughed…

Me:yaziawuzohlekawhenIreallydealwithlento

uyenzayo?

Nthabi:okayuxoloke,there’ssomethingIwanted

ustotalkabout.

Me:youknowverywellthatIblockedyoufora

reason,right?



Nthabi:Iknow,andIrespectyourreasonbutplease

hearmeout.

Iwaited…

Nthabi:areyoustillthere?

Me:khaw’thethe.

Nthabi:ohsorry,look…yourfriendwantsustouhm,

trythisthinguyabona.Like,siyekeufihlana…I’mnot

sureifhe’sspokentoyouyet.

Forone,shesaidtheyonlyslepttogetherthree

times,nowuthibebefihlana?Inobaibonaisibhanxa

lexaijongemnanyhan-nyhani.ButIwasn'tgonna

arguengalontotu,andingenindawoebominibakhe.

Me:ndingenaphikanene?

Nthabi:allIwannaaskisthatyoudon’ttellhim

aboutourrecentencounter,that’sit.



Me:hehmfondinibendizomxelelaxandingenaphi

kwintoyenu?

Nthabi:he’syourfriendkaloku,Ithoughtmaybe…

Me:Idon’tcareguyswhatyoudo…it’syourlives.

Nthabi:okayke.Enkosi.

Me:pleasestopcallingmeNthabiseng.Please.

Wathula…

Me:it’sthelasttimeI’maskingthiskuwe,stop

callingme.

Nthabi:ndikuvile,andiphindi.

Me:thankyou.Yho.

Nthabi:shemustbeeverythingyouwanted…zange

udeundibhebhethekangaka.

Me:ohBawo!

Nthabi:relax,Igetit.Iwon’tbotheryoueveragain,

goodluckwithyourrelationship.



Me:Iwishyouthesame.

Nthabi:hopefullysheneverfindsoutthatyou’rea

serialcheater,it’sinyourbloodbaby.Youcannever

runawayfromitnomatterhowindenialyouare.

Me:atleastI’veneverfuckedanyofyourfriends.I’ll

gladlytakeapointforthat.

Nthabi:Voetsek!

IchuckledasIhungupandblockedheragain,I

quicklymadethebedandreturneddownstairs.

BreakfastwasalmostreadysoIjusthelpedwith

theplatesandglasses,whenshehaddishedup,

shesuggestedweeatoutside.Wesatbythepool

satya…Icouldtellshewouldhavelovedtohavea

swim,but…

Me:don’tlooksosad,uzopholasoon.

Cass:andwhywereyouwatchingme?

Me:haibobaby,becauseIlovewatchingyou.



Shesighed…

Cass:ohwell…itbetterhealsoon.Imaginenot

beingabletowearcroptopsanymore.

Me:thatwouldactuallydoyougood,uzibizela

ingqelangezacroptops.

Cass:cabafunekamntakabawondibengumakoti

ongalotyolwangandinxibanenoongqu-phantsioko?

Haysozekebaby.

Me:zikhonaiitopezigrandthatyoucanwearand

stillbesexy.

Cass:IknowandIhavethem,butstill…Iwannabe

abletoshowsomeskinwheniweatherivuma.Dive

intothewater,likenow.

Me:you’rejustcomplaining.

Cass:uyayaz’banjeng’baingathiyou’renotin

favourofcroptops,getthis,I’mnotwearingthemor

anythingelseforyouneh?ButtheminuteIstop

wearingthemkubandisivawenauzojikaukhangele



otherwomenabazinxibayo?

Iblinked…whywasshetalkingngathiikhonainto

ayaziyonje?

Cass:kalokuninaumntuunikwale,afuneleyaaa.I

reallydon’tunderstandwhymenbengoneli.

Me:arewestilltalkingaboutcroptopsbaby?

Cass:ewewethu.

Me:okay.

Shelookedatmeandlaughed,Ijustshookmyhead

anddrankmyjuice.Ayidibanimoslento

siyithethayo…

Cass:sinceIdon’thaveclothestowear,canyou

takemetomyplacebeforeyoustartyourday?

Me:youactuallydon’tneedclothes,asiyikwa



ndawonamhlanjesoyoucanwearthatvestimini

yonke.

Cass:youpromisedtovisityourfriend.

Me:hecanwait,I’mspendingthedaywithyouthen

latekesiyopakishelauhamba.

Cass:hesana!

Me:don’tactlikeyoudon’twannaspendtheday

withme.

Cass:eshe…whathavedone?

Me:masambesiyobekaezizitya.

Cass:inababy.

Shegavemehertray,waphakamaandwalked

away…

Me:haibo!

Cass:aw’sozebabywoyiswezitrayezimbini.



Iwatchedhercatwalkingaroundthecorner,and

akajikatuwandishiyaphanezaplates,whenIgot

inside,shewasonthecouchwithanotherglassof

redwine,curtainsclosedandshewasbrowsing

throughNetflix.Iputthetraysdownandwentto

joinher,shelayherheadonmychestaswe

watchedamoviesofherchoice.Ikissedtheside

ofherhead,forsomereasonshewasplayingwith

myfingers.

Cass:baby?

Me:mh?

Cass:Iloveyou.

Ipeepedathertryingtogetabetterlookofherface

asshesaidthat.

Shelookedup…shewasserious,thatbrokemy

heart.

Me:ndiyakuthandanamsthandwasam,kakhulu



futhi.

Cass:Iknowyoudo,IjustthoughtIshouldremind

you.

Me:youbeingherewithme,rightnow,isareminder

babe.

Shesmiled

Ibentmyheaddownandwekissed.

Eithertheguiltonmewastoomuchorshewas

suddenlyemotional.
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Myhandswereonherthighs...

Sheturnedaroundsothatourbelliestouched,she

justlookedatmebitingmybottomlipwhilesmiling.

Igrabbedherbehindwithonehandwhiletheother

squeezedherthigh,notremovingtheeyecontact.



Cass:wenzani?

Me:wenawenzani?

Shelaughed...

Me:you'rebitingmylipbaby.

Cass:it'sourlip,remember?

Me:ohokay.

Isqueezedherassandshescreamedandlaughed

atthesametime.

Cass:you'resuchaperv!

Me:njaningoku?

Cass:whydidyoudothat?

Me:grabbingOURass?

Cass:yhuuyadikashame.



Me:saysapersonwho'slayingherentireweighton

me.

Cass:weightyamzintwez'ncanekuwenje.Uqhele

izintoezingaphezukwam.

Iwasn'tgonnaanswerheronthatone,womenand

theirsillytraps.Ijustkissedher,saqikaqikekakula

couchkissingandplayingaround.Islowlypulled

uphervest,threwitasideandcontinuedkissingher.

Sheliftedmyarmsassheslidupmyownvest,now

Iwasleftwithjustmysleepingshorts.Shekissed

mychest...

Cass:whenwasthelasttimeyouhitthegym?

Me:amIfat?

Cass:I'mjustasking.

Me:baby?

Ibitherbottomlip...



Me:I'llgobacktothegymifyouasknicely.

Cass:I'llasknicelyifIcanjoinyou.

Me:babe,youdon'tneedthegym,you'vegota

greatbodyasitis.

Cass:thankyou,but,Iwantto.

Me:yesma'am.

Wekissed,oneofmyhandsfoundcomfortbetween

herthighsandshefoundpleasureasthehanddid

whatitwasmeanttododownthere.Shedugher

nailsonmybreastplateasherteethsunkintomy

skin,moansfillingtheroom.Sheburiedherhead

deeperalmostasifuyifakaphantsikwekhwapha

lamasecstasyranthroughherveins...Myother

handgrabbedherbuttcheekasoneofmylegs

spreadherlegsapart,makingroomformyhandthat

wasinthere.Afterafewminutes,Ifeltherbody

shudderasthewallscamecrumblingdown.Iwas

sodamnsurethatIhadamarkwhereherteethhad

sunk...



Sheliftedherheadafterafewsecondsandkissed

mefullonthelips,Iturnedusbotharoundsoshe

couldbebeneathme.Assoonasshelayonher

back,Itookchargeofherbody,hermindandher

soul.

AsIdivedbetweenherlegs,Iknewshe'sgonnabe

allminebutforsomereasonshedidn'twantmeto

dwelltoomuchinthere.Shepulledmeupand

kissedme,leadingmewhereshewantedmetogo

andIfollowed.Wemadeloveandcuddled

afterwards...Assheclosedhereyeswhileonmy

chest,Iheardahooteroutside.Iignoreditandjust

playedwithherears,ass,hair...AnythingIcould

playwith.Thehooterwentoffagain...

Cass:Yhoiichomizakhoke.

Ididn'tanswerher...Thenmyphonerang,Ilooked



atthescreenandanswered.

Me:Sandile.

Sandile:khaw'vuleigateman.

Me:Andifuni.

Sandile:hehNkosinathiyintoniwangumfazi

khaw'vulelegate.

Me:inobaawundivangathefirsttimeSandile,

andifuni.

Helaughedandkeptquietforasecond...

Sandile:uhlelinenkazana?

Me:uzandenzantonibandihlelinabani?

Sandile:youdoknowthatAsedoeshaveyourgate

remote,right?

Me:butshedoesn'thavemyhousekey,she's

gonnaopenthegateforya'llgqibanithini?



Sandile:we'regonnapatronizeyouinyourownyard.

Me:ayt.Asyouplease.

Sandile:heh,icingbandiyadlalale.

Hehungup...

Cass:yourfriends?

Me:yep.

Cass:maybeyoushouldjustletthemin.

Me:kuzonxilwaandIcan'tdrinknamhlanjekodwa

I'llbedrivingforalongdistancetomorrow,and

besides,I'mspendingthedaywithyou.

Cass:bathibazongenanjani?

Me:they'llgofetchmysisterjustgotthegate.

Shejustlaughed...

Ileftherandwenttolockmydoors,closedthe

windowsalloverthehouseandreturnedtothe



couch.Shewasup,cleaningandcollectingour

clothes.Itwasn'tlongwhenIheardthegateivuleka,

Iwenttocheckitoutonthewindow.Therewere

threecarsdrivingthrough...IjustlaughedbecauseI

knewabazongenakwamnamhlanjetu.

Cass:ziseriousezichap.

Me:aw'lambanga?

Cass:youwannacook?

Me:Iwasgonnawarmsomethingup,you're

cookingtoday.

Cass:heheheeeee!

AsenathicalledCassandra'sphone...

Sandilecalledmyphone,welookedateachother.

Cass:wheredidshegetmynumber?

Me:bazangeumnikethensurelyshestoleitwhenI



leftmyphonekokwabo.Ignoreher.

Weputourphonesdownandwentintothekitchen,

theystartedknockingandcallingmynameloudly.I

couldtellhalfofthemwerealreadydrunk...

Sandile:hehkwediniNkosinathi!

Me:uyangxolaSandile.

Sandile:khaw'vulemanyintoni.

Me:khaw'godukeuyolalaMfethu.

Sandile:haySesekhaw'thethenalobhutiwakho.

Cassandralaughed...

Wewerenoweating.

Asenathi:Nathi?

Me:yintoni?



Asenathi:Haibobra,khaw'vule.

Me:Andifuni.

Asenathi:uphiuCassandra?

Me:andimazi...Ebephi?

Asenathi:thenwhoareyouhidinginthere?Dude,

unenyeicherrie?

Me:ewe.

Asenathi:RhaNkosinathi!Phumani.

Me:stopacting,uhleliungamthandiuCassanyway.

Asenathi:hayfuckman,khavuleelicango.

Me:lagateningenengayo,nizophindaniphume

kwangayo.Sandile:I'mgonnakickthisdooropen

yazi.

Me:ifyoucanaffordit,goaheadbuddy.

Sandile:yerrkwediniuyazithandaiimpundu.

Hecursedandkickedthedoor,Ijustleftubabyin

thekitchenandputonmusicndawunyusakakhulu,



ndabuyasagqibezelaukutya.Afterabout30

minutestheydroveout,wewaitedforsometime

thenIloweredumculo.Wewalkedupstairsandlay

inbed...Yaziallthistimewewerestillnaked.Ilay

onmybellybetweenherlegsassheplayedwithmy

headcozitlayonherbossom.

Cass:unes'bindikodwa.

Me:Itoldyou,bafunauzonxilelaaphakwam

bashiyekumdakaqhaaba.

Cass:areyousureyou'renothidinganythingfrom

meibizovelaifbebengenile?

Iliftedmyhead...

Me:babyareyouaccusingmeofsomething?

Cass:nope,I'mjustasking.

Me:usure?

Cass:doyouhaveanythingtohide?



Me:hellno.

Cass:thenubiliswayintoni?

Ididsayingathiikhonaintoayaziyoyaziubaby

thisisnowayacoincidence,surelyNthabisaid

somethingtoherwhenshecalled.Isatup,

supportingmyfacewithbothhands.Notmoving

frommyblissfulposition.

Me:uthinibaby?

Cass:youtellme.

Themostconfusingshitrightherewasthatshe

waschilled.Shewasn'tangry,shewasn'tupset,she

wasjustchilled.Iwantedtoconfess,butIcouldn't

standlosingherrightnow.Wehadagreatweek

aheadandIwaslookingforwardtoitnyhani.

Cass:look,Iknowyouloveme.YoumakesureI



rememberthatallthetimesoquitefrankly,Iam

surethatyouloveme.

Me:but?

Cass:youhavesomesecrets.

Iswallowed...

Cass:tellmethetruthnow,beforeIleavemy

comfortzonendiyenawekwindawoendingayaziyo.

WhoexactlyisNthabisengtoyou?Whatdidyoudo

withherwhenIwashome?

Okay...Itwaseithernowornever.

Igotupfrombetweenherlegsandsatdownnextto

herasshealsosatupsupportingherbackwitha

pillow.

Me:I'msoashamedofmyselfbaby.

Cass:soshe'syoursidechick?

Me:no.



Cass:thenwhat?

Me:she'smyex...

Cass:hehmanubolile,howmanyexesdoyouhave

kanti?

Iexhaled...

Me:she'stheeex.TheoneIwasupfrontabout.

Cass:waitwhat?Theeex?Wow...Sowhatdidya'll

dowhileIwashome?

Okay...Howdoyouanswerthat?

Cass:youhadsexwithher,didn'tyou?

Ilookedawayandnod.

Cass:that'swhyshehadanattitudeonthephone

withme.Youhadsexwithher.



Ididn'tanswerher...

Cass:whenwereyouplanningtotellme?Imean,

I'myourgirlfriend,Ihavesexwithyou,wejusthad

unprotectedsexrightnow.

Me:Iusedprotectionwithher.

Cass:sothat'ssupposedtomakemefeelbetter?

Thatyouhadsexwithyourexgirlfriendbutused

protection?

Ilookedather...

Me:nd'celaundixolelemntuwam.

Cass:you'reactuallynotansweringmyquestions.

Me:noit'snotsupposedtomakeyoufeelbetter

baby.

Cass:mh?

Me:Iwantedtoconfess,trustme...Ijustdidn't



knowhowtotellyouandstillmaintainour

relationship.

Shelaughed...

Okay,shitwasabouttohitthefannow.Whenevera

Xhosawomanlaughslikethat,thatcrazylaugh...

Justknowthatshit'sabouttohitthefan.I'madead

man.

[06/26,14:53] :#Nkosinathi_14

Ihaveneverseenherangry,andrightnowmybet

wasthatshe'snotjustangry.She'slivid.Shehad

thiscrazyhalf-laughthatshekeptondoingas

everythingI'vejustsaidbegansinkingin.

Me:I'msorrybaby,Iwon'tlieandsayIdon'tknow

whatcameoverme.IknewexactlywhatIwas

doing.

Cass:youknew?Yetwaqhubekeka?



Inod...

Cass:wow.Sowhatcameoveryoukebabe?Since

youknewwhatyouweredoing.

Me:greed.

Cass:soyoutrynatellmethatyouhadsexwith

yourexbecauseuyewanyolukelaiimpundu

Nkosinathi?Seriously?

Me:that'stheonlyexplanation.

Waphindawahleka...

Me:I'msorrybaby.

Cass:whyareyousorry?Ididn'taskyouto

apologize.

Me:Iknow...Okobendifunaudendiyithethelento

qhabendikoyika.



Cass:awundoyikobaby,ifubundoyikaubuzokoyika

ulalanenyeintombieveninmyabsence.Don'tlieto

me.

Ididn'thaveananswerforthat...Shewasright.

Cass:yaziIknewyoudidsomethingkwalentouvele

ujikeaweekendawaytobeaweekwithoutproperly

communicatingitwithme,nextthingyourfriend

callsyouupebusukuaskingyoutopayhimavisit

esibhedlelekodwaubuhlelinayeeminiorwhenever

itwaswhenIcalledandyoucouldn'tansweryour

phone,rightafterthat,yourexcomesintotownand

callsyouup,nextthing,youarelockingyourfriends

outofyourhouse.Comeonnow...Surelyyonke

lentoisnotpurelyacoincidence.

Whythehellwassheaddingthesethingsup?

Everythingwasacoincidence...Wellmostof

everythingwas.But,whywassheaddingthingsup?



Cass:I'mnotthatstupid,youknow?

Me:Iknow.AndI'msorryifImadeyoufeelthat

way.

Cass:youcan'tmakemefeelanywayhoney,don't

giveyourselftoomuchcredit.

Inod...

Cass:afterIgotmyfirstloveheartbreakItrained

myselftoonlyloveamanandnotallowtheir

actionstomakemequestionmyownworth.

Andizoqalakuweketoquestionmyworth,Iknow

I'mnotstupidandIknowsodamnverywellthatI

didn'tpushyoutoanotherwoman'sarms.

Ididn'tanswer...Myfearyetagain,washer

breakingthingsoffwithme.Ingqondoyamibivele

ithatheiyekatheminuteIthoughtaboutthat

possibility.Icouldliterallyhearintliziyoyakhe



havingconcludedthatshedidn'twannabeinthis

relationshipanymore...

Cass:sohowdowemoveonfromthis?Howdowe

dothis?

Me:I'lltakewhateverpunishmentyousuggest.

Cass:inyourpastrelationshipsbeniqheleukwenza

njanikanene?Youcheat,shecheats?Right?

Isnappedandlookedather...

We'dneversurviveifsheweretoreturnthefavour,

thethoughtofsomeoneelse'shandsalloverher

body.No.

Me:babyI'mreallysorryandbelieveme,itwill

neverhappenagain.Ivow,asozendiphinde.

Cass:awsozeuphindewhy?Kupheleamantombi

thatyoucancheatwith?You'verunoutofexes?

Me:no,ndizibonileukubandirongo.Cheating



doesn'tonlyaffectmebutitaffectsthepeopleI

loveaswell.

Shelaughed...

Cass:youtrynabecleverwithmerightnowandit's

notgonnaworkbabe.Nottoday.Mostdefinitelynot

rightnow.

Me:okaykebabe,whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Cass:youhaven'tansweredme,whatdowedo,

movingforward?

Me:kalokundixhomekekekuwemna.Ndimobe

rongokuyoyonkelentosoI'lldowhateveritisthat

youwantmetodoaslongassizobagrand

afterwards.

Shedidn'tanswerme...

Me:Iwantedustogoawayfromallofthis,maybe



I'dhavehadthecouragetotellyouupfront

xasingekhoaphaandmaybebesizobanechanceto

workthisoutsikude...That'swhatIwantedtodo

butnowthatyouknow,Ijustwannaknow,dowe

stillstandachance?Areyouwillingtoforgiveme?

Canweworkthroughthis?

Again...Shedidn'tanswerme.

Me:baby?

Cass:uthethanam?

Me:babyplease.Ifyouwantustocancelthetrip

thenit'sfine,I'llcancel.

Shestoodupandwenttogetherclothes,ezi

ebezinxibeizolo.

Cass:worryyamkubaandizokulahlatu.Butyouwill

havetoproveyourself,obviously.



Me:anything.

Wanxibawagqiba...

Turnedtolookatme.

Cass:she'sstillinPE,right?

Inod.

Cass:great,let'sgomeether.

Me:what?

Cass:I'dliketoseeher,there'salwaystwosidesto

astory.

Me:soyouwannaaskheraboutthis?Babywhy?

Cass:you'reaskingmewhy?Areyoufuckingcrazy?

Okay...Shedefinitelywasmad.



Cass:Iwon'taskheranything,Ijustwannaseeif

yourfuckbuddyhasanymoralswhatsoever.

Me:babyplease.

Cass:ifIhadn'tputtwoandtwotogetherdoyou

knowthatshe'dhaveblackmailedyoungalento?

Andenzeleamayelenqenestyles?

Me:weagreedtostayoutofeachother'slives

permanently.

Cass:nowyoumustbestupid.Youcanneverhave

sexwithawomanandexpecthertonotretaliate

whenyouleaveher.

Me:she'snowdatingMasixole,that'swhywe

agreedonthat.

Cass:yeke,nowwehaveanexcusetogovisityour

friendtogether.See?Nxibasambebabe.

Sheleftwithherphone...Isattherenotreallysure

whattodo.SoIcalledMas'xtogivehimtheheads-

up.



Masixole:ntwana?

Me:ekse,areyoustillatthehospital?

Masixole:eweMfethu,butndiyaphumangomso.

Me:okay...We'reonourwayoverthere.Uhleli

nabani?

Masixole:ndihlelindedwamtshana.

Me:sharpke.

Masixole:sharpmfethu.

It'sonlyafterI'vehitthecallbuttonthatIrealized

thathealsodoesn'tknowthatNthabiandIhada

hook-upbeforesherockeduphereinPE.Igotup

andgotdressed,followedherdownthestairsand

foundherwaitingformebythedoor.

Cass:whichoneofthemdidyouinform?

Me:Masxi.Ihadtofindoutifhe'sstillatthe

hospital.



Cass:or,youhadtomakesurethathedoesn't

breakthebro-code.Eitherway,masambe.

Shewalkedout...

Ifollowedandlockedthedoor,wegotintomycar

anddroveinsilence.Ikeptonstealingsidelooksat

herbutIcouldn'tbringmyselftosayanything.And

ontopofthat,shewassoooofocusedonher

phone...

Iparkednearthehospitalentranceandwewalked

out.Aswewalkeddownthefoyer,sheslippedher

handintomindsowewalkedhand-in-handaswe

walkedintotheward.Really,Masixolewasonhis

own.WegreetedandIintroducedthemthenshe

keptquietwhileMasxiandIcontinuedour

conversation.

Masixole:you'retooquiet,areyouokay?

Cass:I'mgood,andizazikalokuiindabazenuthat's



whyI'mquiet.

Masixole:oohIsee...It'ssadthatwemeetunder

thesecircumstances.

Cass:wecanmeetupafteryougetdischarged

kaloku,justtomakeupforseeingyoulikethis.

Masixole:nowyou'retalking.

Shejustchuckled...

Me:soKuthwaugrand?

Masixole:yep,thedoctorissatisfiedwithmy

recovery.I'lljustcomeforcheckupseverythree

weeks.

Me:ukheuphumlekutywala.

Masixole:alcoholwasnottheproblemhere,a

womanwas.

Me:uMbalididn'tstabyou,amandid.

Masixole:Mbali'smandid.Seethediff?



Cass:ngubaniuMbali?

Me:girlfriendyakhe.

Cass:Ithoughtyousaidhe'sdatingNthabi?

Masixole:youtoldheralready?Dotheyknoweach

other?

Cass:wehaven'tmetyet.Butyes,hetoldme.

Masixole:ohhaike,thatmeansyoureallyhaveno

problemwithmedatingher.

Me:Ireallydon't.

Twowomenwalkedin...

Masixole:ah,andhereshecomes.

CassandIwereonoppositesides,thiswas

advantageousforherbecauseshecouldseemy

everyreactionandfacialexpressionand

unfortunatelyIhadnone.Nthabisengwalkedinwith

hersister...Hersisterfrozewhensherecognized

me,NthabilookedatCassandquicklylookedat



Masixolesmiling.

Nthabi:molweni...Ididn'tknowyouhadvisitors.

Masixole:youdidn'tsayyouwerecoming,Iwould

havetoldyou.

Awkwardsilence...

Masixole:Cass,thisisNthabisengandhersister

Vuvu.Ladies,thisisCassandra...CherriekaNko.

Cassgotupfromherseatandwenttohuga

stunnedNthabiseng,IswearIwasclosetoshitting

myself.Whodoesthat?Vuvulookedatme

awkwardlybutquicklylookedaway.

Cass:nicetofinelymeetyou,Nthabi.



Nthabisenggigglednervously...

Cass:Nkosinathihastoldmealotaboutyou.

Nthabi:goodthingsonlyIhope?

Cass:well,weallneedabitofsugarandsome

spicesohekindatoldmeabitofboth.

Nthabi:right.

CasstookastepbackandsizedNthabiupasshe

satdown.

Cass:goodchoicetaMas'x,she'sreallypretty.

Masixole:IlikeyoualreadyyaziCass...Idon'tknow

whyNkoneverintroducedusearlierthannow.

Cass:he'sgotaverysecretivesidetohimself,

surelyyouknowthat?

Masixole:Nathi,secretive?Never!

Cass:don'tyouagreeNthabi?



Ohhellno!

Nthabifroze.

Ifroze,lookingatNthabiandwaitingforher

reactionandanswer.Shewassuddenlycutthroat.

Thesilenceintheroomcouldbecutwithaknife...

DidIsaysilence?Imeanttension!
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Masixoleclearedhisthroat,Vuvucoughedlooking

athersisterwhoeventuallygatheredupsome

couragetospeakupandanswerCassandra.

Nthabi:uhm,Iwouldn'treallyknow.

Cass:butyoudatedhimforwhat,threeyears?

Surelyyoushouldknow.

Nthabi:uhm...YesIdatedhim,butasIsaid,I

wouldn'treallyknow.Thatwasalongtimeago,

peopledogrow.



Casssmiled,shewasenjoyingkeepingallofuson

ourtoes.

Masixole:oh-Kay.

Me:babe,weshouldreallygetgoing.

Cass:yeah...Mas'x,masikubonexasikubona.

Masixole:onceI'moutofhere,I'mtakingyouout

forlunch.

Cass:uzocelaipermissionmos?Okanyeya'llreally

don'tmindsharing.

Me:wewouldn'treallybesharingyou,hejust

wannagettoknowyoubetter.

Masixole:orifyou’reuncomfortablenamndedwa

kewecoulddoadoubledate?

Cass:youthinkNkosinathiwouldbeokaysharinga

tablewithhisex-girlfriendandhisbestfriend?



Theyalllookedatme.

Cass:orbetteryet,howdoesNthabisengfeelabout

it?Doubledatingwithherex-boyfriendandhisbest

friendwhohappenstobehernewboyfriend?

NowwealllookedatNthabiseng,forsomereason,

Masixolewasthemostuncomfortablezezi

questions.IwasactuallyokaybecauseIknewwhat

CassandrawasdoingsoIletherdoitifizamxolisa,

otherwiseebengandixakangatu.

Nthabi:Iwouldn'tmind,we'vemovedpastourpast.

Right,Nathi?

Me:right.

Masixole:bothpartiesconcernedseemtobeokay

withtheidea,nowquestionis:areyouokaywithit

Cass?

Cass:I'llhavetothinkaboutit.



Masixole:takeyourtimesisi.

Cass:enkosi...Babymasambe.

Me:cheersguys.

Wewalkedout...

Shewalkedahead,waitedoutsidethecaruntilI

openeditthenwebothgotinandwedrove.

Cass:she'sbeautiful.

Me:babyplease.

Cass:pityshehasnoself-respect,includingyou.

Okay...

Me:sosiyaphi?

Cass:siyothathaiimpahlazamendlini,orhaveyou

canceledthetrip?



Me:no.

Cass:mmh.

Wedrovetoherplace,shegotoutandwenttopack.

SheliterallypackedforanhourandahalfandIsat

inthatcarwonderingwhatthehellwasgoingonin

herhead.EweXhosawomencanbecrazybutthis

one?Shemustbetheirmentor,whythefuckwasn’t

shethrowingafit?Whywasn’tshedumpingmeke

(atleastI’dknowhowtobeg)butnowakhontothat

Icouldsaythatshewon’tquestion.None

whatsoever.Shecameoutwithherbagsand

loadedthemattheback,thejoinedmeinthefront

passengerseat.Idrovetomyplace,shelefther

bagsandwentinside,Icarriedthemandfollowed

herin.Shewasinthekitchen,Iwentupstairsand

putherbagsintheclosetndakhendahlalaphafora

fewminutesjusttryingtogetmyheadaroundthis

wholedilemma.Asenathicalled…

Me:hey?



Asenathi:bra,wereyouseriouswhenyousaidyou

haveanothergirlfriend?

Me:no.

Sheexhaled…

Me:why?

Asenathi:noman,akhangeindiphathekakuhle.

Me:IwaswithCassandraman,relax.

Asenathi:oohokay,butwhydidn’tyouwanttoopen

foryourfriends?

Me:uyafikauCassandrauvelakokwabo,shestill

hasawoundtonurseandtheguyswouldhave

wantedustohaveadopwhichIwouldn’thave

mindedifebengekho.

Asenathi:butyoushouldhaveatleasttoldthem

mntase.

Me:theyneverasked,Sandileneverasks.Hejust

rocksupemziniwomntuwithanentireentourage



andthenexpectsyoutogoalongwithhisnonsense.

Shelaughed…

Asenathi:otherthanthat,areyouokay?Yousound

tired?

Me:I’mfine.

Asenathi:Nathi?

Me:seriously,I’mfine.

Asenathi:okayke…I’mgoingawayforabouttwo

weeks.Canyouorganizesomeonetolookafter

yourbusinesseswhileI’maway?

Me:andyou’reonlytellingmenow?

Asenathi:Ionlygottoldizolokalokunamthat’swhy

I’mtellingyounow,andandizokwaziungahambi

sana.Siyayidingaletripnobaby.

Me:you’regoingawaynini?

Asenathi:nextweekThursday.



Me:khamcelenihambenextweekSaturday

xandibuyile.

Asenathi:awuyiCanadakanti?

Me:no,I’mgoingawaywithCassngomsosizobuya

nextweek.

Asenathi:ohokay,I’msurewecanwait.

Me:thanks.

Asenathi:usureuright?

Me:haikebyebye.

ShelaughedasIhungup…

IgotupandwenttojoinCassandrainthekitchen.

Me:needhelpwithanything?

Cass:doyouhaveaproblemwithchilli?

Me:no.

Cass:sure.



Sheshoppedsevengreenchillipeppersndimjongile,

Idon’tknowwhatshewascookingbutIknewizoba

veryhot.Sinceshedidn’tanswermyquestion,Ileft

herthereandwenttowatchTVinthelounge.After

aboutfifteenminutesndihleliphashecametojoin

me,drinkingwine…welljoinedmeintheloungenot

inthesameseat.Shetookthreesips,focusedon

theTVeventhoughIcouldtellthatshewasn’t

necessarilywatchingwhatwasplaying…

Cass:sotellme…uyafunasiyekuledouble-datene

ex-yakhonefriendyakho?

Me:ifuyafunathenIdon’tseeaproblem.

Cass:you’renotansweringmyquestion.

Me:andifuniCassandra.

Cass:haysundinyanzelangempendulokaloku.

Me:ingaskeudeuphumeentweniyazi,uyeke

undenzanervousoko.IknowIwrongedyou,now

canwemoveon?Arewegonnamoveonatsome



pointphofu?

Shethrewthatglassofwineatme,andIjumped.

Me:whatthefuck?

Cass:sundiqhelanjandini,sulingeundiqhele.

Ichargedforher,wellfortheglassbecausemyfear

wasthatglassbeingthrowntomyface,sheranto

thekitchenandgrabbedabowlofchakalaka.Yonke

yangenaonmychestandIjuststoodtherefeeling

thepainandtryingtobreatheatthesametime

becausethecontentsofthebowlwerestillhotfrom

thestove…Iquicklyremovedthet-shirtandstood

thereshirtless.

Cass:yintoniwandijamela?Dosomething,stop

beingafuckenassanddosomething.

Me:nd’celauyekelentouyenzayo.



Cass:orwhat?You’regonnaruntoNthabiseng

againforsomeass?Huh?

Me:baby?

Shethrewthatemptycasseroledishatthewalland

itsmashed.

Me:babypleasecalmdown.

Cass:don’tyoufuckenbabyme!

Me:ba-

Aglasswentacrosstheroomjustabovemyhead

anditscattered…okay,ladywasmadmadnow.I

tookafewstepstowardsherandshetookacouple

ofstepsbackwards,shehadnowhereelsetogobut

shehadeverythingshecouldbreakandwhenshe

sawthosethings,shebeganthrowingeverything

acrosstheroom.Shebrokeglasses,cups,bowls,

plates,dishes…anythingherhandstouched,she

threwacrosstheroom.Iwasn’treallyconcerned

aboutthewasteshewasdoingrightnow,butrather



myconcernwasndimlouzoklinayonkelemess

andI’dhavetobeextracarefulwhenIdobecauseit

wasabloodymessusukakwelikitshiukuyae

lounge.Therewasnomoreroombehindher…Isaw

hereyeingupthegapbetweenmeandthekitchen

countersoIquicklycloseditandwentforher.Now

shegotachancetoreleasepunches,Igrabbedher

andconstrainedherarms.Shewaskickingand

screaming,almostbitingmebutaftersometime

shecalmeddownandbrokedownimmensely.

Me:I’msorrybaby.

Shejustbawled.

Wesliddownthecupboardcornertogether,I

huggedheruntilhercriesdiedoutandwejustsat

there.Ipulleduphervestandcleanedherfacewith

it,minewasveryfarfromwherewesat.Wesat

thereinsilence…noweyonantoibihlunguwas

listeningtoisingqalasakheinthatsilence.



Cass:Iwanttohateyourightnow,Isoooobadly

wanttohatethefuckoutofyourstupidassbutI

can’t.InsteadIhatemyselfforlovingyouasmuch

asIdo.

Me:babypleasedon’tsaythat.

Cass:pleasebookusanHIVtestbeforewego

ngomso.

Me:done.

Cass:Idon’tgethowyoucansayyoulovemeand

thenriskmylifelikethat,evenifyouused

protection…youstillputmylifeatrisktheminute

youhadsexualintercoursewithanotherwoman.

Ndathula…

Shegotupandtriedwalkingoutofthekitchen,but

shesteppedontobrokenglassandcutherself.

Cass:ouch!



IjumpedandcarriedheruptothecouchbecauseI

hadshoeson,buttheoneIpreviouslysatonwas

wetbecauseumntuebegalelwengewine.

Me:ndikuseupstairs?Ihavetocleanthisup.

Shenodwithtearsinhereyes…

Icarriedherupthestairsndambekaonthebedand

wenttogetmyfirstaidkit,cleanedupherwoundin

silenceandreturnedthekittoitscupboard.Icame

backandshewasalreadyunderthecovers…

Me:baby?

Cass:khandiyeke.

Me:Iwasgonnaaskakhontouyifunayona?

Cass:Iwantyoutoleavemethefuckalone,Iwanna

cryinpeace,getangryinpeaceandbreakanything

thatIcanbreak…inpeace.Isthattoomuchtoask?

Me:pleasestopbreakingstuff,youalmosthurt



yourselfdownthere.

Cass:don’ttellmewhattofuckennotdoNkosinathi.

Me:Cassandra,don’tfuckenbreakstuffhaibo,suba

sispoiltbratapha.yintoningokuwangathi

uyinj'omlungu?hayfuckman!

Sheliftedthecoverandlookedatme.

Cass:uthini?

Me:haykhaw’laleman.Tyhini.

Cass:hehe!Uyandiqhelakodwa,yaziuyandiqhela

Nkosinathi.

Me:breakonemorethinguyeva?Breakonemore

thing,ndisayoklinalamessuyenzephaezantsi…

you’vegotvases,mirrors,windows,everything

breakableinhere.Justbreakonemorethinginthis

house.

ThenIwalkedout…



Iwasn’tgonnadoanythingyaz,qha

bendimqobiselabecauseIwasfedupyilento

ayenzayo.
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Ileftherandwentdownstairs,Icleanedup

everything,vacuumedthefloorandremovedthe

rugintheloungeandtheoneupthestaircase,put

theminthecarbecauseIwantedtotakethemto

thelaundry.Idecidedtorathercleantheentire

housebecausegoingbacktoherrightnowwasn’t

gonnahelpmeinanyway.Shewasstillmadatme

andshecouldbebreakingstuffkularoomoreven

worse,avuleleamanzifromthebathroom.

WhenIwasdonecleaningIfinishedupthepotscoz

shewasn’tdonecooking,dishedupforher,infact,

forbothofus,tookthefoodupwithpainkillersand

aglassofwater.Shewasfastasleep,Iputherfood

nexttoherwiththeglassofwaterandpillsthenI

wentbackdownthestairsndatyelakhona.WhenI



wasdone,Idroveoutandwenttodropthemats

thendrovetothebeachandjusttookabreather…

Nthabisengcalledmendisamameleingqondo.

Me:Nthabiseng?

Nthabi:whatthefuckiswrongwithyourgirlfriend?

Me:whatthefuckdidyousaytoher?

Shewentsilent…

Me:firstyoutellmenottosayanythingtoMasixole

thenyoufuckengobehindmybackandsay

somethingtomygirlfriendthattickedheroffand

youexpectedhertojustswallowthatup?Areyou

sick?AreyoufuckeninsaneNthabiseng?

Nthabi:I’msorry.

Me:don’tfuckenI’msorrymehere,don’tyou

fuckendaresorryme.Ikeptmyendofthedealbut

youhadtofuckenvomityourbitternesstoher?



Usisibhanxamannaweyazi.

Nthabi:don’tinsultmeNkosinathi,Iapologized.

Me:bendithekuwedeletemynumber,rightnowis

therighttimeforyoutodothat.Trustme.

ThenIhungup…blockedthatsecondnumberas

well.

DecidedtojustreturnhomeandwaitforCassandra

towakeup,maybeshe’llbeinabetterspaceforus

totalkourwayforwardifikhona.Iparkedthecar

andstayedinthereforafewminutesthengathered

mycourageandwalkedin,Iwassurprisedthatthe

housewasstillinonepiece.Iwenttotheatticand

tookoutanextramatforthelounge,layitoutunder

thetableandthenputontheTV.Azange

ndingabubaweliutywalanjengangoku,Ididn’teven

wantivumbalotywalarightnow.Cometothinkofit,

babywasn’tjustasleep…itiphilelecozibisela

ibhotileyewinewhilecooking!



Cass:hey.

Ilookedback…shewasup,andevenmorecalm.

Me:hey.

Shestoodthereasifthinkingwhethertojoinmeor

not,soIgotupandwenttoherbythestairs.

Me:I’msorryforhurtingyoulikethis,ndiyaxolisa

nyhaniTshawekazi.Pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme,Iknowayikholulalentondiyicelakuwe

butplease…forgiveme.

Shedidn’tanswer…

Me:baby…

Shestilldidn’tanswer,butIsawatearcomingout.I



quicklywipeditoff,itpainedmetoseehercry.

Seeinghertearsbrokemyheart.Iwalkedhertothe

couchandwesharedit.Notlenaayigaleleutywala.

Me:I’mreallysorry.

Cass:Iuhm,Iforgaveyoutheminuteyoutoldme

thetruth.

Me:but…(Ilookedaround)

Cass:breakingthosestuffwasmywayofreleasing

theanger…forgivingyouwasn’tenough,Ihadto

releasetheanger,thesuddenresentment.

Inod…

Cass:nowtheonlyquestionIhaveiswhatifyou

repeatthis,andithiacheaterwillalwaysbea

cheater?Sowhatdowedonow?

Me:ndivebabyxandisithiandisozendiphinde,that’s

thehonesttruth.I’dnevercheatonyou,everagain.



Cass:Ikindahavenochoicebuttobelieveyou.

Shesniffed…akhontoibuhlungungathikuyazi

ukubaumntuomthandayouliliswanguwe.

Me:I’msorrybaby.

Cass:it’scool…haveyoubookedtheappointment

yet?

Me:yes,nineoclock.

Cass:thankyou…Ineedtowarmmyfood.

Me:I’llwarmitupforyou.

Iwentupstairsandtookherfoodandafleece

blanket,gavehertheblanketthenIwenttocampin

thekitchenwhileIwarmedthefood,whenitwas

warmenoughItookittoher.Shemusthavedrank

thepillscoztheywerenotonthetrayandthewater

washalf-drank.



Cass:enkosi.

Me:nosweat.

Cass:sosew’tyilewena?

Me:yeah.

Cass:kay.

Sathula…

Ididn’tknowwhattosaythatwouldn’tprovokeher

again.

Sheatefinishwayobekaisityathenshecametosit

withme,wombathaifleeceyakheandwatchedthe

TVinsilence.

Me:arewestillgoing?

Cass:doyouwanttocancel?

Me:Idon’tknow,whatdoyouwanttodo?

Cass:afterthis,Iactuallyamlookingforwardto

going.



Me:evenifyou’llbestuckwithmethewholeweek?

Cass:evenifI’llbestuckwithyouthewholeweek,I

stillwannago.IfIhavetodrownyouinthepoolor

driveoveryoujusttoreleasemyangerthenI’lldo

justthat,butIstillwannago.

Me:thankyou.

Iignoredeverythingshesaidaboutdrowningme

becausehey,butIwashappythatshestillwanted

togowithme.Myphonerang…Asenathi.Again?

Haibo.

Me:hello?

Asenathi:ndizaaphokwakho.

Me:ufunantoni?

Asenathi:Ineedtospeaktoyouaboutsomething.

Me:nowisnotagoodtimebra,canIcometoyou

k’sasabeforendihambe?

Asenathi:whyisnownotagoodtime?Brathisis



urgent.

Isighed…

Me:doesithaveanythingtodowithmybusinesses?

Asenathi:ithaseverythingtodowithyou.

Me:mxm,okayyhiza.

Asenathi:thankyou.Yhuhaysukauskewastrict

ububhanxamvanje.

Ihungup…

Me:Asenathiisonherway.

Cass:kay.

Itwasn’tlongwhenIheardthegateopening,Iwent

toopenthedoorforherandasIreturned,

Cassandrawasgettinguptoleave.



Me:youdon’thavetoleave.

Cass:Iamnotinthemoodforyoursister,or

anyoneforthatmatter.

Me:kay.

Asenathiwalkedinandclosedthedooras

Cassandrawasreachinghalfwaythestaircase.She

calledouttoher…

Asenathi:molweni…hayCassuyaphi?

Cassandradidn’tanswer…

Asenathi:heeehayini,whatdidIsaywrong?Uyaphi?

IthoughtI’dspeaktothetwoofyoukesana.

Me:she’snotfeelingwell.

Asenathi:nyhani?Orudikwekufikakwam.



Me:eitheroneyouwannabelievebro,what’sso

urgent?

Shelookedupthestairsandsatdown…

Asenathi:Iuhm,Ineedhelpwithacoupleofthings?

Me:howmuchmoneyarewetalkingabout?

Asenathi:cabakwasolokondikufunaimali?

Me:moneyistheonlylanguagethebothofus

understandbetter,nowhowmuch?

Asenathi:I’mgettingmarried.

Ilookedather.Shocked,butnotshowinganyfacial

expression.

Asenathi:uMawethuislookingintoaskingformy

handinmarriagethiscomingweekendekhaya.

Me:andyou’reonlytellingmethisnow?Uyayaziba



Ihaveplans,andizobakhokuleweekend.

Asenathi:butakazondicelakuwemos,uyakutata.

Me:aw’muncu,uzakucelakutataeyedwa?Didyou

tellutata?

Asenathi:that’soneofthethingsIneedhelpwith…

khamxelelengokwakhomntase.

Me:sothatheasksmetocancelmyownplansfor

this?Nocando.

Asenathi:haiboNathi,areyoureallythatpetty?

Me:IfyourMawethucannotwaitformendibuye

thenya’llcangoaheadwithyourplanswhileI

continuewithmine.Simple.

Asenathi:awungotatamyouknowthat?

Me:precisely,butunfortunatelyforyouasyour

brother,andtheothermaninthehouse,Ihavetobe

therexauyocelwa.

Shesighed…



Me:haveyoueventoldyourotherbrothers?

Asenathi:Ididn’tthinkI’dhaveto,thoughtngutata

yedwawhoneedstoknowthenkeyenaanixelele.

Me:thentelldadngokwakho,ngoku.

Asenathi:haysungcolabra.

Me:sisi,callyourfather…anduyazimnaIwon’tbe

cancellingmyplansngenxayakho.

Shemumbledandtookoutherphone,dialedher

dadandcalledhim…

Ileftherebilazinervesandwenttocheckonmy

girlfriendwhowasinbedwatchingsomethingon

herlaptop.

Me:hey,youstillokay?

Cass:yep.

Me:akhontouyifunayo?

Cass:I’dlovesomehotchocolate…ifawukhobusy.



Me:youdorememberthatyouhavechocolatein

thatgiftbag,right?

Cass:oh,Iforgot.

Shegotupandwenttohergiftbag,tookoutthe

chocolateandwenttobedagain.

Me:shoutifyouneedanything.

Cass:sure,isshestillhere?

Me:yeah.Shemighttakeawhile.

Cass:ebendikhwazelantoni?

Me:Ididn’task.

Cass:mmh.

Iwalkedbackout…

Asenathiwasstillexplaininglentoyakhekutata…I

wenttogetwaterfromthekitchenthenIsatacross

her…andigqibanganefiveminutesndihleliphantsi



anddadwantedtospeakwithmesoItookthe

phone.

Me:taima.

Dad:ithinilentoithethwangudad’wenu?

Me:akathiuyatshatanatata?

Dad:umntuuveleathigqisesithiuyatshatana

Nkosinathi?Sesibekelanedatengokwakhe?

Me:haiketata,andikatshatisoIwouldn’tknow?

Dad:xauhlelelintoniwena?

Iburstoutlaughing…ndingenaphi?

Dad:uhlekantonikwedini?

Me:haytatandingenaphimna?Andithiumntu

otshatayonguAse?

Dad:ndivilekaloku,nowIwanttoknowwhenare

YOUgettingmarried?



Me:whenIhaveenoughmoney.

Dad:moneyforwhat?

Me:yolobolatata.

Dad:inobawenzaamazimbangoku?Hehkwedini

uyawzeutshatephofu?Uyazibonaukubaumdala?

Me:tata,masiqalesigqibeekaAsenathi,wecan

latercomebacktome.

Dad:okay…soshe’ssetthedateyozocelwathis

comingSaturday,fortunatelyforherIdon’thave

plansforthisweekend.Willyoubeabletocome

around?

Me:IhavealreadytoldherthatI’mbusyforthis

comingweekend,shesaidI’mnotneeded.Youare.

Dad:wazintonilomntanangowho’sneededkwi

negotiationsandwho’snot?

Me:beatsme.

Dad:uyaphiwena?Can’tyoucancelorreschedule?

Me:unfortunately,Ican’tuxolweni.

Dad:uyaphi?



Me:Ihavesomepersonalappointmentstoattend

totata…founelaooMkhuselibezenoomalume.

Dad:bayaphioonyokolumebekhonaoo

tatomncincibakho?

Me:yeke,yenzanjalokexhego.

Dad:ndikufunaaphaNkosinathingo8k’sasa

ngomgqibelo,andingenindawomnakwezipersonal

appointmentszakho.

Ididn’tanswerhim…justpassedonthephone

emntwiniwayo.

Shefinishedtheconversationwithdad…onahigh

note,shame.

Asenathi:thankyoumntase.

Me:for?

Asenathi:sacrificingyourplansforthis,Ioweyou

bigtime.

Me:I’mnotsacrificingnothing,toldyouI’vegot



plans.Thathasn’tchanged.

Herjawdropped.

Asenathi:butdadsaid-

Me:what’simportantrightnowiswhatIsaid…dad

willdowhateverneedstobedoneforyouon

Saturday,I’mnotyourfather.Ulibele?

Shecursedasshemadewaytothekitchen

waziphakelaembhombozela.

Didn’tcareonebitkemna,IhadenoughproblemsI

wasn’tgonnaaddherontothelist.
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Sheatemumbling…atsomepointIlaughedather,

watyawagqibaandjuststaredatme.



Asenathi:canItalktoCassandra?

Me:no.

Asenathi:why?

Me:becauseIsaidno.

Asenathi:whykaloku?

Me:uzamthini?

Asenathi:Iwannatalktoher,maybeyenauzovuma

thatya’llshouldreschedulethistripeniyakuyo.At

leastnihambeSundayke?

Me:no,youshouldrescheduleyourlobola

negotiationsforwhenwereturn.Izemvaeyakho

intososurelyitcanwait.

Asenathi:eshe.

Sheleftmethereandranupthestairs,Ionlycaught

upwithherasshestormedintomybedroom,Cass

justlookedatuswithoutsayingaword.



Asenathi:uzimincengemoviesaphakanti?

ShelookedatAsenathithenshelookedatmeand

thenshepausedwhatevershewaswatching.

Cass:oh-kay…what’sgoingon?

Asenathi:Ineedafavour.Please,Iwouldn’taskifI

wasn’tdesperate.

Cass:youneedafavourfromme?Oryourbrother?

Asenathi:bothofyou.

Cass:oh-kay.

Shesatupandputthelaptopnexttoher,Asenathi

satnexttoherwhileIstoodleaningbythedoor

listeningtothesetwo.

Asenathi:mamelaneh,myboyfriendwantstopay

lobolaformeandtheonlyweekendhehasfree



beforetheengagementandeverythingelsewehave

plannedisthisweekend.Utatasaysthatallthemen

inmyfamilyneedtobepresentatthenegotiations…

butNathisayshewon’tmakeitbecauseyoutwo

havetripplannedalready.

Cass:unyanisile.

Asenathi:canyouguysnotreschedule?

Cass:rescheduleourtrip?

Asenathi:yes,please.

Cass:surelythenegotiationscancontinuewithout

himthough.

Asenathi:that’swhathesaystoo,buthe’smy

brotherandIknowthatdadalsowantshimthere.

Cass:kuthenikewenaneboyfriendyakhoninga

tshintshiidate?

Asenathi:wearegoingawaynextweekfortwo

weeks,afterthatfunekasibuyesibesesiplan’a

umtshato,ontopofthathisparentsarevery

religioussowekindahavetodotheengagementat

theirchurch.



Cass:soletmegetthisstraight…youwantusto

rescheduleourtripsothatyourbrothercanbe

presentatyournegotiations?

Asenathi:yes.

Cass:butinthatsamesenseyoucannot

rescheduleyourowntripforyourownlobola

negotiations?

Asenathilookedatme…

Cass:ifhewantstostaythenhecanstay,mna

ndiyahambangomso.

Asenathi:haiboCassandra.

Cass:youcan’treallyexpectmetodropmyplans

foryouwhenyoucannotdothatforyourself,no.

but,becauseIseethatthisisimportantforyou,I’ll

go,thenhecaneithergowithmeandcomeback

FridaynightthenrejoinmeSaturdaynightor

Sundaymorning.

Asenathi:Nathi,canyoudothat?



Me:whichpart?

Asenathi:uyekuletripyenuSundaymorning?

Please?

Cassandrawaslookingatme…thedevilisaliar!

Iwasn’tgonnatriprightnowtu.

Me:andizokwazi…I’vealreadypromisedherthis.So

theonlythingIcandoistodrivebackhere

Saturdaymorning,thengobacktoherafterthe

negotiations.That’sthebestIcando.

Asenathi:Iappreciateit,enkosiniguys.

Cass:sure…

Asenathistoodupandwentforthedoor,then

turnedandlookedatCassandra.

Asenathi:thankyou.



Cass:sharp.

Whosays‘sharp’toathankyou?Thiswomanwas

deadcold.IlaughedtomyselfasIwalkedAsenathi

out,andouttheactualhouse.Honestlyspeaking,I

washappythatweallreachedanagreement.I

kindawantedtobepartofhernegotiationsbutI

didn’twannahavetobreakCassandra’sheartagain,

shedidmentionthatshe’slookingforwardtothis

trip.AfterAsenathidroveout,Iwarmedupsome

meatandtookitupthestairsbecauseitseemed

someonewasplanningtostayinbedkude

kuhanjwe.Onmylaststep…myphonerang,Sandile.

Me:Sandile?

Sandile:hehkwedinikwenzekantonikuwe?

Me:haha,uzoyaziukubaxausiyaemziniwomntu

youcall.

Iwalkedintotheroomandputtheplatedownnext



tothebed…

Sandile:hayfokofkwedini,sincewhendowecall

whenwewanttocometoyourhouse?

Me:sinceI’mtellingyouto.

Sandile:rhaNkosinathimfethuutyisweIbloomasi

wena.

Ilaughed…

Sandile:yikakaivelaphilekucabaImustreport

xandifunaukuzakuwengoku?Heh?

Me:yintoniithukisela?

Sandile:hayfokofman,voetsek!Yintoniingathi

uyaqalaubonaiimpundungaleway?Hayvoetsek

kwediniman.

Icouldn’tstoplaughing,mainlybecauseIknew

undithukangokukubaezaziukubangomsohe’s

gonnadothesamething.Uzozakwam



engatshongo,anqandweliqhaga.Ijoined

Cassandrawhowasalreadyeatinginyama…

Me:ndingakuncedangantonimfethu?

Sandile:haysukaman,tshi.

Me:tyhiniSandile,youcalledmejusttoswearat

me?Seriously?

Sandile:ndifunaubonalenkazanaintshaikwenza

intakakwedini.

Me:andinankazanamna,uthethangantonibra?

Sandile:yaziuzakunyaNkomfethu,xaunosivalela

kwakhosesingenileeyardini.Rhauzakunya

kwedini.

Icouldn’tstoplaughing,andeyonantothatwas

makinghimmorefuriouswasokukumhlekakwam.

Sandile:iyahlekalendoda.



Me:byebyeSandile,uyandiphazamisa.

Sandile:tyhinilerubbish!HehKwed-

Ihungupandputmyphonenexttomendatya

inyamale…hecalledagainandIignoredhim.

Me:whatareyouwatching?

Cass:waswatchingVenom,sephelile.

Me:mmh.

Iatemymeatinsilence.

Cass:souzandishiyandedwaumgqibelowonke?

Wait,didn’tsheagreetothatkanti?

Me:butI’llbespendingtheentireweekwithyou,it’s

justafewhoursonSaturdayqha.



Cass:sondizokwenzanimnainthemeantime?

Me:you’llgosightseeing,shopping,anything.

Cass:mmh.

Me:youdon’twantmetogo?

Cass:Idon’tthinkIcareyazibutIsawhowyou

triedtomakemelooklikethebadpersontoyour

sister.

Me:haibo,whatareyoutalkingabout?

Cass:eshe.

Shegotupandwenttotheloo.

WhendidItrytomakeabadpersonkuAse?

Iwaitedforhertocomebackazocacisalento

ayithethayobecauseasfarasIcouldremember,I

onlychippedinkwintoebebeyithetha.That’sit.She

camebackandpackedupthelapthenremovedher

phonefromthechargerandundressedwanxibaii

pj’sthengotinbed.HersistercalledsoIlefther

ethethawiththephone…



IgotdownstairsandcalledMasixole…

Masixole:ek’se,usharpntwana?

Me:mojamfethuhoezit?

Masixole:moja.

Me:wereyouguysseriousaboutthatdoubledate

thing?

Masixole:ewebruh,Imean,you’vemovedonnaye

ubabyhasmovedon.Idon’tseeaproblem.

Me:Ithinkit’sstilltoosoon,forCassandra.

Masixole:shesaidshe’dthinkaboutit,hasshe

decidedyet?

Me:yes.Canwegiveitsometime,maybeacouple

ofmonths?

Masixole:ohokay…hayakhongxakichap,akukho

aphosileqakhona.

Me:dankiemfethu.

Masixole:it’sbeenconfirmed,I’mbeingdischarged



ngomso.

Me:I’llprobablycomearoundandseeyounext

weekendmjita,Ihaveatripcomingupwithubaby

soIwon’tbeavailablethewholeofnextweek.

Masixole:hayakhostressntwanayam,seeyou

then.

Me:surendoda.

Ihungup.

IwantedtotellhimaboutNthabihavingafiancéin

Canada…butIfiguredit’sactuallynoneofmy

businessyazi.Makhendijonganenaleinto

ndiyenzileyoanditsconsequences,lethimfigure

lentoazingenisakuyo.Mbalicalledndisathi

ndizobuyelaupstairs…

Me:Mbali,hey.

Mbali:TaNkokhaw’thethenechomiyakhotorho.



Thenshebrokedown….

Iwaitedforhertobecalmdown…

Me:whathasdonetoyou?

Mbali:uMasixolehaschosenyourexovermna?

Afterallwe’vebeenthroughbra?Naweuyayazi

we’vebeenthroughalot,howcanhedothistome?

WhatwasIsupposedtosaytoher?

Mbali:hayTaNkokhaw’thethanayemhlaw’mbi

uzakuvawena.

Me:eishMbalimfethu,youdorealizethatuMas’x

uhlatywengenxayakho?

Mbali:Iknow…

Me:thenhowdoyouexpectmendikuthethelele

kengokuafterthat?Hecouldhavedied.

Mbali:buthedidn’t,andIhaveapologized.Ontop



ofthat,hewascheatingaswell.

Me:right,soinsteadofhidingitfromyoufurther,he

hasdecidedtoletyougo.Whichisfaironbothof

you.

Mbali:it’snotfaironme?

Me:atsomepointMbaliyouhavetotake

responsibilityhere.Youdidhimwrong,hedidyou

wrong.Hethenmadehischoice.WhichIbelieve

naweinsteadofubeuleqananaye,moveon.

Mbali:soyoumeantotellmeyoudon’tmindyour

exsleepingwithyourbestfriend?Really?

Me:ulalangomzimbawakhenje.

Mbali:whataboutmorality?

Me:Mbali,whatyourboyfrienddoesisnoneofmy

business.He’sagrownassmanandI’mprettysure

heknowswhathe’sdoing,ifakasakufunikemyeke.

Vumaulahlwanawe.

Mbali:wow.

Me:I’mreallysorryandithethilentoubufuna

ukuyiva…Ireallyam.



Mbali:hayakhostress,thankyouforlistening.

Me:goodluck.

Mbali:sharp.

Shehungup.

Iputmyphonedownandjustlayonmyback,on

thecouch.Iresentedgoingupstairsbecauseofthe

tensionandIwastiredofbegging,Ijustwantedto

getintobedndilaleqhasotheplanwastospendas

muchtimepossibledownhereadealaleu

Cassandrandithethengofikandingeneezingubeni

qhanam.

Imusthavefallenasleepthere,shemusthave

comedowntocheckonmebutkewafikandilele

wandivusa.

Me:oh,hey.Whattimeisit?

Cass:12.53am.



Igotupandstretched…

Shewenttothekitchenandmadetea,Ilefther

thereandwenttobed.Utheebuyawabuya

sendisezingubeni,shegotinhersideandsippedon

thetea,gavemealookandputthecupdown.

Cass:itdoesn’tnecessarilyhavetobetense

betweenusifwe’rereallysurewestillwanna

continuewiththisrelationship.Thistensionis

makingmefeelawkward.

Ididn’tanswerher…

ShewasmakingittensengongathethiandIdidn’t

knowwhattosaywithoutprovokingherallover

again,andIwasn’tblamingher.Thatwasherway

ofdealingwiththis.

Cass:Iamhurtyes,andtrustmeIcanseeyou’re

tryingtomakeupforwhatyoudid.You’retryingto



showmeyou’resorry.

Me:but?

Cass:Idon’tknow…Imean,Ihaveforgivenyoubut

you’veplantedaseedofdoubtinmyheadngalento.

MaybeIwouldn’tcareasmuchifitwasjust

anybody,butit’syourex.Umntuowawude

wahlalisananaye,itdoescomeacrossthatya’lldo

haveunfinishedbusiness.

OkayIsatupkengoku…

Me:babywedon’t,trustme.Itwasjustsillinessand

greedonmyside.Nothingelse.

Cass:Igetthat,but,she’snowdatingyourfriend

whodoesn’tknowthatnikhenabana…don’tyou

thinkshehassomesortofagenda?Whywouldshe

choosetodateinyourcircle?

Me:Idon’tknow…but,she’snolongermyproblem

now.Masixolewilldealwithwhateveragendashe

mighthave.Eyamingxakindimndaweqha.



Cass:oh-kay.

Me:andIdohopesizobuyakuletripsirightbaby.

Honestlyspeaking,andiyithandilentoyokuba

ndikukhumbulekodwaukhonarightnexttome.

Shesmiled…

Me:Iloveyou,witheveryounceinmybody,Ireally

doloveyou.

Cass:ufanewaserious,I’mnotgonnacrytuyaz.

Ilaughedatherandsheblinkedamultipletimes

andfinishedoffherteasalala.
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#Asenathi

Mawethusurprisedmewhenhesaidhewantedmy

handinmarriage,Imean,we’vebeentogetherfor



aslongasIcouldrememberandinalltheyears

whenIraisedthemarriagetopiche’dchangethe

subjectsoIneverreallythoughthewouldwas

gonnamanupaboutthis.Evenwhenhetoldme,it

waspast3inthemorning,Ihadwokenupforapee

ndavukaehlelikucacaukubahehadnotsleptatall.

Me:youokay?

Mawethu:mh.

Ileftandwenttothebathroom,camebackandhe

wasstillup.OkayIwasbothered,judgingbythe

timeandseeingthatakakhangelekiengathiebekhe

walala.

Me:baby?

Helookedatmesmiling…

Me:areyousureyou’reokay?



Mawethu:I’mverymuchokay.

Me:oh-kay.

Mawethu:babywhatareyouplanningngobom’

bakho?Iknowyouhaveadegreeqhakunqabe

umsebenzibutwhatelseareyoulookingforwardto

inlife?

Me:wereallyhavetotalkaboutallofthis,ngoku?

Henod…

Isighed,

Me:okay,ekhayaI’mbeingforcedtogobackto

school,maybeupgrademydegreeorchoose

somethingelse.

Mawethu:baby,whatareyourplans?

Me:okay,IwishIcouldwork.Like,ndiyekeu

manageriibusinesseszikaNathibutnamndibe

employedlikeabanyeabantwana.



Mawethu:okay.

Me:Iwouldalsolovetoownacar,ahouse…things

Iworkedhardfornotezindinazojustbecausemy

brotherhasenoughmoneytobuyforthebothofus.

IalsowanttopointatsomethingandsayIbought

that.

Mawethu:Iamnotemployedbyanyone,kutheni

ufunauqeshwawenababy?

Me:youhaveyourownbusinesseskaloku,asifani.

Mawethu:you’vebeenmanagingyourbrother’s

businessessincewestarteddating,thatmeansyou

havetheabilityandskillofmanagingbusinesses.

Thatissomethingyoucanstartworkingonifnawe

uyafunaukubanezakhoiibusiness.

Okay…maybehehadapoint.Especiallynowthat

Nathiwantssomeoneelsetomanagehis

businesses.Maybehavingmyownbusinesses

wasn’tsuchabadideaafteral,butwheredoIstart

withcapital?Personnel?



Mawethu:okay,let’smoveawayfromcareerfora

sec.

Me:okaythere’smore?

Mawethu:whendoyouthinkyouwannaget

married?Iknowuyafunautshata,you’vemadethat

clearsisaqalaudibana,butwhenwouldbethe

ideal/timeageforyou?

Me:Idon’tknow…Idon’tthinkI’vethoughtof

marriageinalongtime.

Hekeptquiet…

Me:utheni,ufunutshatangoku?

Mawethu:I’mnotgettinganyyoungerSese.

Me:uziqaphelenini?

Mawethu:haike.

Me:haykalokuyouneverwantedumtshato,why



now?

Helaughedatme…butIwasright.

Mawethu:Icouldn’ttalkmarriageandexciteyoufor

nothing,IknewIwasn’tready.ButnowIam,

questionis,whenwillbetherighttimeforyou?

Okay…Ishutup.

Mawethu:basicallywhatI’maskingrightnowis,

canwegetmarried?Areyoureadyformarriage

ngoku?

Me:umntuubareadynjanibabyforumtshato?

Mawethu:financiallybabymnandiready,

emotionallyandspirituallywenaunjani?

Me:well…Idon’tknowMawethu.Hayandiyazi

shem.



Helookedatme,IknowIsoundedcrazybutIreally

didn’tknow.

Mawethu:whileusacing,canIatleastgotour

familyndiyokucelake?Thensobuyangawe

nongabikhosurekwakho?

Me:wait,youalreadythatready,withlobolaand

everything?

Mawethu:soawundivaallthistimebaby?

Me:noooomansthandwasamndiyakuva,like…

okay,Ithoughtyintoesekwifuturekalokule

uthethangayo.

Mawethu:ukheubeslowxauthanda.

Ithrewhimwithapillow.

Mawethu:uxolokemnt’wam,butonaseriousnote.

Pleasetalktoyourdad.



Me:I’llhavetotalktoNathifirst,utata

uyam’mamelayena.

Mawethu:uNkoakazobanaproblem.Webothknow

that.

Me:kalokuhe’sgoingawaywithhisgirlfriendnext

weekend,wenaubufunaukuyaniniekhaya?We

havetoplanaroundthat.

Mawethu:yhooooo!Wehavetogobeforeourtrip

kaloku.Kham’cengeahambeafterthenegotiations

man.

Me:uzandicap’kelisangoCassandrakeyazibaby.

Uhleliengandiphiwangakakade.

Mawethu:ha.ababy,suxoka.

Ilookedathim,Iactuallygavehimtheevillook.

Mawethu:ndityanawenkomokanti.

Me:whatdoyoumeanndiyaxoka?

Mawethu:babyyouneverspokeverygoodofher



usaqalaumazilamntana,thenyouwentaheadand

befriendedyourbrother’sex.Whatdoyoumean

akakuphiwangawhenyouactuallywentoutofyour

waytobelittleherandherrelationship?

Okay…hewasright.

Mawethu:IloveyoubutIhavetotellyouthetruth,

sometimesyoudogetextra.

Me:youdon’thavetorubitin,youknow?

Mawethu:thesamewayokwaziyoucelauxolokum

whenyou’vewrongedmeshouldbethesameway

okwaziyoulucelauxoloonanyoneelse.

Me:eshe.

Mawethu:baby…

Me:Igetyourpoint,Igetit.NowcanIgetbackto

mysleepfornow?

Hedidn’tanswer,soIturnedandfacedtheother



wayndalala.Tyhini,bendixoxauchukuekseni…

ndiyivilemoslentoebefunaukuyithetha:Mtshato.

Mawethu:Iloveyou.

Me:uright.

Hechuckledandkissedmycheeknayewalala.

Whenitreallydawned,Iwokeupandwenttomake

usbreakfast,setthetableandwaitedforhim.He’s

notthose“bringbreakfasttobed”kindamen.He

getsupandeatswherefoodismeanttobeeaten.

Mawethu:sisaqumbile?

Me:goodMorningWera.

Hecametokissme,heldmywaistandkissedme

forawhile.Thenhelookedmeintheeye…



Mawethu:ndiyakuthanda,uyayazimoslonto?

Me:yes.

Mawethu:thensuqumbawhenIcorrectyou.

Me:andiqumbangayazibaby.Ndiyacinga.

Hedidn’taskfurther,butwesatdownsatya.

Me:haveyoutoldyourdaughterandhermother

aboutusgettingmarried?

Mawethu:huh?

Me:haveyoutolduOlwethunomamakhethatwe’re

gettingmarried?

Mawethu:I’vetoldumamakhe,I’mstillwaitingon

heratshoukubaumxelelenaorufunasimxelele

ngokwethuna.

Me:whendidyouspeaktoher?

Mawethu:izolo,she’sgonnacallmetoday.

Ebetshilo.



Me:okay.

Ndatyandithecwaka.

Itwasveryimportantformethatabaxeleleeven

thoughIknowthatuPinkiedoesn’thaveaproblem

withourrelationshiporratherwithmyrelationship

withherdaughterbutitwasveryimportantforme

thatbayazi.Kidssometimeshavedreamsthat

abazalibabowouldonedaygetbacktogether,in

suchcases,wehavetobehonestwiththemabout

thefutureahead.Hisphonerang,hecheckedthe

screenandputthephoneonloudspeaker.

Mawethu:molweni?

Pinkie:molweniemaJwarheni,ninjani?

Mawethu:siyaphilathina,ninjaninina?

Pinkie:we’regood.Umntanakhoufunauthetha

nawe.

Mawethu:mnikeiphone.



Olwethu:tatakaOlo?

Mawethu:Olokatata,unjanibaby?

Olwethu:ndiphililetatamunjaniwena?

Mawethu:ndiphililenam,what’sup?Uthiumama

ufunauthethanotatakho?

Olwethu:uthiumamautatamnosisiSese

bayatshata.

Mawethulookedatme…Iwasanxiousyo.

Mawethu:ewebaby.

Olwethu:soamIgonnabeaflower-girlatyour

weddingtata?

Mawethu:isthatyousayingyouwantdaddytoget

married?

Olwethu:ewekalokudaddy,aslongasI’mgonnabe

aflower-girl.

Mawethu:haike,izophendulwangusisileyo.



Olwethu:uphiyenandicelekuye?

Helookedatme.

Me:heybaby.

Olwethu:hellosisi,areyouexcited?

Me:haha!Nothing’sbeenfinalizedyet,butyesIam

excited.

Olwethu:Iamexcitedtoo,nowcanIpleasebea

flower-girl?Please.

Me:ofcourse,that’sanobrainer.Aslongasyou

givemethego-aheadtoofficiallybeyour

stepmotherthenwe’recool.

Olwethu:itsofficialthen,Ihavetwobeautiful

mothers.

We(Mawethu,PinkieandI)laughed.



Mawethu:byebyekebaby,ufundekakuhle

eskolweni.

Olwethu:thankyoudaddy.Loveyou.

Us:weloveyoumore.

Shehungup…

Mawethucalledthemagain,

Pinkie:hi?

Mawethu:thankyou.

Pinkie:haha,thankyou.Shegotthecharismafrom

youanyway.

Mawethu:eshe,byebye.

Pinkie:nizosithumelelaanofficialinvitationmos?

Helookedatme…



Me:ofcourse.

Pinkie:haikewe’regood.Ndiyanivuyelaman.

Me:thankyoubabes.

Pinkie:sharpkeguys.

Mawethu:cheers.

Nowwereallyhungup.

Mawethu:steponedone.

Me:she’sreallyexcited,wodlulanam.

Mawethu:umntanamuvuyelanokubanoomama

ababini,nizothishundineworryyenu.

Me:she’llgetawaywithanythingkum.

Mawethu:hayhayhay,don’tspoiluOlwethu

unnecessarily.

Iburstoutlaughing,Iwasjoking.Akhomntana

uzofumanayonkintooutoftheblue.Wehad



breakfast,thenhetookmetomyplace.Aswe

droveencokolaedwaba…Ireallywantedtoaskhim

again,washeseriousngalentoyomtshato?

Me:babyusure?

Mawethu:Iexpectedthis,ewebabyI’msureIwant

tomarryyou.

Ilaughed…yeshegetsme.

Mawethu:justgetyourfamilytoagreeoncoming

Saturdaysothatwecanconcludeonthisbeforewe

goaway.

Me:okay,I’lltry.Now,anotherthing…nowthatwe’re

gonnagetmarried,weshouldalsodiscussliving

arrangements.

Mawethu:canwetakethingsonestepatatime?

Me:yes.Sure.



Hedroppedmeoffatworkandwentonhisway.

NowIhadtofigureoutawaytotellmyfamilythat

loguyisactuallyseriousngogirl.
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Wewokeupthefollowingmorning,bathedand

packedourbagsinthecarthenweheadedtothe

doctorbecausesherequestedwedoanHIVtest.

WerequestedfortherapidHIVtestthatwould

initiallytakeabout20minutes,thenIaskedthe

doctortoalsopackageahomeHIVtestingkitfor

futurepurposesincasewedon’thavetimeorwe

can’tcomeforthesecondtestwhichwouldbeafter

threemonths.Thedoctorleftusforafewminutes…

Me:doyoumindifwedotherestofthetestsnow?

Cass:asin,everything?Now?



Me:sesilapha…I’llgofirst,ifyou’renotcomfortable.

Cass:okay.

AsIwasabouttogoaskthedoctor,hewalkedinso

ndamcelarightinfrontofher.Hemadesurethat

shewasinagreementwiththisbeforedoingthe

tests.Afterwewerebothtested,hegaveusadate

tofetchtheresultsthenweleft,IdrovetoWimpyso

wecouldhavebreakfast.Weorderedandwaited

sippingonjuice.

Cass:IreceivedatextfromsisAsandalastnight.

Me:uthini?

Cass:she’sjustappreciatingthatIdroppedthe

charges,nothingmuch.



Me:isshesincere?

Cass:shesoundedsincere…soI’dliketobelieve

sheis.

Me:that’sgood.

Shehalf-smiled.

Me:hey,what’swrong?

Cass:nothing.

Istoppedeatingandjustlookedather.Shelaughed

andtookafewmouthfulsbeforelookingatmeand

smiling.

Cass:yoursisterisgettingmarried,andyoudon’t



evenlookexcited.

Me:Iamexcitedyaz,justthatyoucannotshow

Asenathithatyou’reexcitedforher.She’llusethat

againstyou.

Cass:haha,spoiltbratsakokwenu.

Me:niyafanangobaspoilt.

Cass:haikedon’tevercomparemetoyoursister.

Thenshepulledaseriousface…

Iburstoutlaughingather,afterhavingbreakfast

wegotontheroad.Havingpitstopeverynowand

then,aswedrovefurther,Icouldtellshewas

melting,wewerehavingfun.Takingpictures



whenevershesawthelandscapebeautifulenough

forpictures,thenasshesawthewelcomeboard

andscreamed.

Me:oh-kay!

Cass:baby!Uvengabanibakudalandifunaukuza

apha?

Me:whydidn’tyousay?Thisplaceisjust3hours

fromendlini?

Cass:IguessIneverreallyhadachance.Ohmy

goodness.

Weparked,nowIreallyhadtoendurelepartyokuba

yiphotographeryakhethroughoutthejourney.I

wastakingpicturesofherfromtheparking,tothe

frontdesk,upthestairs,toourroom.Whenwegot



toourroomndambonabaakanamazwi.Theview

wasepic.Wecouldseethebeach,theareawasjust

beautiful…

Me:so,Iguessyouwon'treallymindbeinglefthere

wedwaSaturday?

Cass:ungahambanangokuifyouwant.This,thisis

hometome.

Shewenttocheckoutthebathroom,theloungeand

minilibrarythencamebackandfloppedonthebed.

Cass:I'minheaven,andtothinkI'llbehereforthe

nextsevendays?Wow.

Iputourbagsinthewardrobethenjoinedher,she

wasonherback,Ijustsatthere.

Cass:pityIcan'treallygoforaswim.



Me:you'lldipinyourlegskaloku.

Cass:andtakepicturesinabikini...Yes.

Me:yousee?Nowcanwetryandbepositive?

Beingshotdoesn’tchangewhoyouare,you’restill

beautifulandsexy.

Shelookedatmeandsmiled...

Cass:Icantry,questionis:canyou?

Me:easy.

Cass:done,nowcanwetryandswitchoffour

phoneswhilewe'rehere?

Okay...I'mabusinessman.Idon'tjustswitchmy

phoneoff.

Me:phones?

Cass:please,Iknowpersonallybaiphone



iyandiphazamisaonalotofthingsbutwecame

hereforareason.

Me:Iknowbaby,butI’mabusinessman.Iusemy

phonesforbusinesspurposes.

Cass:Babysurelyyourbusinesspartnerswillknow

whattodowhentheycan'tgetholdofyou?

Me:OkaykecanIatleastcheckonmyemailsevery

otherday?

Cass:ewekaloku,andyou'llhaveyourphoneimini

yonkeyaSaturdayxaugodukilemos.

Me:okay,sosizifakaphi?

Cass:inmysuitcase...Lemmetextmylilsister

kqalacozIknowshe’sgonnabetextingandcalling

ivekiyonke.

ShetextedhersisterwhileInotifiedthetwins

(KhayaandKhanya)whenwewerebothdoneshe

unpackedeverythinginhersuitcaseandrevealeda

secretally ifImaycallitthat.Ithadazipperand

alock.Sheunlockedit,weputourphonesinthere



thenshelockeditandputthekeyaway.

Me:let'schangeintocomfortableclothessithathe

iwalk.

Shedidn'thesitate,shequicklygotintoshorts,a

vestandflopsthenwehitthebeach.Sawanice

creamvendorandboughtsomeaswewalked

alongsidethebeautifulseawaters,handinhand.

Wefoundastoneinthemiddleofsomewaterand

wesimultaneouslywalkedtoitandsatthere.Fora

whilewejustadmiredubuhlebendawo,wellthat’s

whatIwasdoing,apparentlyshewasn’t.

Cass:didyouenjoyit?

IlookedatherhopingakabuzingoNthabisengtu.

Nowwouldn’tbetherighttime.

Me:enjoywhat?



Cass:havingsexwithher?Howmanytimesdidya’ll

f-

Me:babypleasestopthis.Ndiyakucela,stopit.

Cass:wearenotfighting,I’mjustasking.

Me:Cassandrandiyakucelatorho,donotdothis.

Cass:okayfine.Yhocabaayithethekisana.

Icouldn’tbelievethis.

Afterthatquestionndashiyekandimathile.Why

wouldshewaitforsuchabeautifulmomentjustto

ruinit?Kantilegenderinjaninah?Wedidn’tdo

muchsight-seeing,shesaidshewastiredandshe

justwantedtochillsoweheadedbacktoourroom

walkingalongsideeachotherinsilence.

Unfortunatelyourphoneswereburieddeepintoher

suitcaseIcouldn’tevencallamajitatobeupdated

onanythingwhileshe“chilled”,bychillingImean

aftereverything,thetakingpictures,thescreaming

atbeautifulviews,thecuddlingonthefreshwhite



linen,shedecidedthatufunaulalaforabit.SoIlet

her.

WhenshewokeupIwasdownstairsdrinking…what

elsewasIsupposedtodo?

Cass:babyndilambile.

Me:ohudewavuka?

Shefloppednexttomesulking.

Me:restedenough?

Cass:yep,nowI’mhungry.

Me:Irequestedforself-cateringkeapha.

Cass:withhopesthatwho’sgonnacookforthe

entireweekbaby?

Me:us.

Cass:okay,haveyoucookedke?

Me:masambebabysiyotya.



Shelaughedasshegotupandledthewaytothe

door,Ifollowedherandstoppedatthedoor.

Me:soawuzofota?

Shestopped…probablydoubtingherresponse.

Thensheturnedsmiling…

Me:gotcha!

Cass:actually,akhoneed.We’reheretohavefun,

nottoshowpeoplethatwe’rehavingfun.

Me:eshe.

Cass:gotcha!

Icaughtupwithherasweheadedtowardssome

foodplaces,sheoptedfortraditionalmealswhyI

wentforseafood.Whenweweredoneeatingwe

wentforawalkinthebeach,alongwalkinfactthen

asthesunwassettingwewentbacktoourroom.



Shewenttotakeabath,Iwouldhavejoinedherbut

Idecidednotto,soIwaitedforhertocomeoutthen

Iwentinformyownturn.WhenIcameout,shewas

havingaglassofwineinbed.Ijoinedherwearing

justbriefs,shehadputmywhiskeynexttothebed,

wemadeconversationwhiledrinking.Iputmy

glassdownandkissedher,shekissedmeback.As

weallowedourselvestoenjoythemoment,our

handsdoingtheworks,everythingwasgoing

smooth.Imean,wewerebothinthezonewhenshe

suddenlystoppedmeandgotoffthebedwayae

bathroom.AfterafewminutesephayaIfollowed

andrealizedthatshehadlockedherselfinthere

andIcouldtellshewascrying.

Me:babyndcelauvule.

Shedidn’tanswerme.

Ikeptonknocking,tuuphakamaazovulasoIjust

waitedbythedooruntilshewascalmenough

wavulaandjustwalkedrightpastmewayongena



ezingubeni.Ifollowedher..

Me:babypleasetalktome,what’sgoingon?

Sheignoredme.

Ikeptonnaggingandnagging,hayumntuwalalela

kulontoyocengwandimsonamndamyekaeven

thoughitwasextremelydifficultformetosleep.

Kwasaphandlendibukeleyena,Icouldn’thelpbut

wonderwhathappened.Whatmadeherwithdraw

allofsudden?Imean,Ithoughtweweregood.
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Inthemorning,Iwokeupandwenttomake

breakfast.ShewokeupanhourorsoafterI’ve

wokenup,IcouldheartheTVintheroomplaying

butIdecidednottobotherher.Idishedup

separatelyforbothofus,okwakhendakucikapha

andtookminetothepoolside.Iwasalsoherefor

peaceofmind,todetoxnjengayebutinsteadwe’ve



justbeendrawingbackwards.WhenIwasdone

eatingIjustremovedmyvestandgotunderthe

waterforsometime,whenIhadswemenough,

ndaphumaandtookawalkbacktomyroom.There

werealotofpeopleatthepoolandIkindafeltlike

shewouldbeupsetthatIleftherndayoqubhawhile

Iknewwhyshecouldn’t.WhenIgotinsideshewas

eating…

Me:hey?

Shelookedup…

Cass:hey,kushushuphandle?

Me:yep.Washopingwecangoupthemountain

today.

Cass:mmkay.

Me:lemmejusttakeashowerthensihambe.

Cass:sure.



Iranupthestairs,gotintheshowerandItookmy

damnedtime.Forsomereason.Idon’tknowwhy

butItookmytime.WhenIcameout,shewas

already,ready.Minimumandall.Igotdressed,

grabbedmywalletandthenwewalkedout,

fortunatelyforus,therewereinstantphotographers

throughoutthetrail.Ngokuebezenzangathiakafuni

ufotaapha,shewasthefirstonetorunafterthe

photographerswhenIspottedthem,notthatI’m

complaining.Aftersomehourslater,intheactual

lateafternoon,wewenttoeatatarestaurantthat

wasontopofthemountains…therewerequitea

few.Oneshestartedeating,Idecidedtobringup

whathadhappenedlastnight…

Cass:you’renothungry?

Me:whathappenedlastnight?

Shelookedatherplate.



Me:baby?

Cass:canwenottalkaboutlastnight?Please?

Me:atsomepointwehaveto.

Shesighed.

Me:isitme?WhatdidIdotoyoukeleiyokukhalisa

etoiletofallplacesbaby?

Cass:awundenzanganto…thatmomentphofu.

Me:oh?

Shestoppedeatingandlookedatme.

Cass:Ijusthadthispictureofyoutwoaswekissed,

Icouldn’ttakeitoutofmyhead.TrustmeItried.

Me:butbabywhyareyoutorturingyourselflikethis?

Cass:exactly,whyareyoutorturingmelikethis?

WhydidyoudothisNkosinathi?



Me:I’msorry.

Sheblinkedandlookedaway.

Itouchedherhand,sheletme.Butshewasstill

lookingaway,Isawatearrunningdownherleft

cheek.

Me:IfIcould,I’dtakebackeverymomentofthat

day,trustmeIwould.Pleasestopcryingbaby,

please.

Cass:stopcryingbecausepeoplearelookingatus?

Me:Idon’tcareaboutpeoplelookingatus,Icare

aboutyou.

Shedidn’tanswerme.

Me:nd’celasityesihambeke.

Cass:kay.



Weateupinsilence,Ipaidthenwemadewayback

toourtemporalhome.Whenwegotthereitwas

almostdarkandIwastiredfromwalking,shewent

tothekitchenwhileIjustwaitedforherinthe

lounge.Shecamebackwithbottledwaterandsat

rightnexttome.

Me:doyouneedtimealone?Isawaglowinyour

eyeswhenwedroveintothisplace,Isawpeacein

you.Idon’tmindleavingyouhereuntilyouheal.Is

thatwhatyouwant?

Cass:Idon’tknow.

Me:aw’zaziufunantoni?

Shedrankherwatertotallyignoringme.

Me:baby?

Cass:look,thisisnotaseasyasyouwantittobe



okay?

Me:Idon’twantittobeeasy,butIwantustomove

on.Isthattoomuchtoask?

Cass:eweNkosinathi.Rightnow?Yesthatistoo

muchtoask.

Me:okay,Iamsorryagain.AndI’llprobably

apologizenangomsoandanyotherdayuntilude

uxole,udeundixolele.

Cass:Ihaveforgivenyou,nditshilonje.

Me:thenwhat’stheproblem?

Shegotupandpacedtheroomthenstopped,

lookedatmethrowingherhandsintheairandI

couldseeubindekile.

Cass:theproblemisthatIwanttobeintimatewith

you,Iliterallywanttofeelyourarmsaroundme,I

wanttolaynakedonyourbody,Iwanttosnuggle

uponyou…like,that’sthefairytaleIhaveinmy

headbuttheminuteIgetclosetoyoukuvelakuthi



gqiubusobukaNthabiseng.Like…ohGod!Doyou

knowhowfrustratingthatis?

Well…therewasliterallynothingIcouldsay

becausethiswasaninternalbattle,onethatI

causedyes,butallIcoulddowasprayandhope

thatshe’llfinallyhealandgetoverit.Igotupand

wenttoher,tookbothherhandsontomine

Me:Iloveyou,Ireallydoanditkillsmeseeingyou

likethis.Iftherewasanymedicationforhealing

intliziyoI’dgobuyitnow.Idon’tevenknowwhatto

sayanymore,andiyazinyhani.

Cass:guesswehealaswego,right?

Inod.

Ijustpulledhercloseandhuggedher,shemelted

andcriedherheartout.

ThatmomentIrealizedhowmuchdamage

unfaithfulnesscauses,notonlykwirelationshipbut

emntwiniwhoismostlyaffected.Iwalkedusback



tothecouchandwesatthereinsilence.Stillin

eachother’sarms,shehadahiccup.Ikissedher

forehead…Shelookedup,cleaningherface.

Me:Iloveyou.

Cass:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:nyhani?

Cass:youthinkI’dbehurtinglikethisifIdidn’t?

Me:probablynot.

Cass:exactly.

Icleanedthecornersofhereyes…

Me:IloveyouandI’msorryforputtingyouthrough

this.Ireallyam.

Shesmiledtakinginadeepbreath.

Me:trustmewhenIsayIamwillingtodoanything



toshowyouthatIamsorry,thatIwantustobe

okayagain.

Cass:it’slate,masiyolala.Tomorrowisanotherday.

Me:yesma’am.

Shewalkedaway,Ilockedup,closedallwindows

andturnedoffthelights.ThenIwalkedupright

behindher,shewasalreadyinbed,puttingthedoek

on.Iundressed,gotinmybedtimegearandjoined

her.AssoonasIlayonmyback,shecamecloser

andlayonmychest.Myhandautomaticallywent

overherbodyandpulledoverthecoversonher

back.

Me:whatarewedoingtomorrow?

Cass:canwecampin?Uhleliungazobakhoimini

yonkefollowingday.

Me:youknowIhaven’tcheckedmyemailssincewe

gothere.

Cass:youwillcheckngomso,sekulatengoku



anyway.

Ikissedherhead…

Cass:nowthatthetestsaredone,whatdowedo?

Me:Imeanttotalkaboutthat,didn’twannacome

acrossasinsensitivesinceyouwereuhm...

Cass:it’sokay.

Me:so,nowthatwe’redonewiththetests,and

everythingislookingup.Iwanttopaylobola…butI

understandthatthetimingisnotperfect.

Cass:how?

Me:Idon’twantittolooklikeI’mbuyingyour

forgivenessngomtshato.

Cass:kuhlelikungazovunywalontoekhaya,Istill

havetograduate,thenfindumsebenzi,thenmaybe

getmarried.Ireallyloveyou,buttrustmeit’snot

gonnahappenrightawaytu.

Me:Iknowthat…but-



Cass:myadvice?

Me:sure.

Cass:chooseoneofmybrothersandtalktothem,

whatevertheysaytoyou,workaroundthat.

Me:okay,personallyspeaking…howlongdoyou

thinkweshouldwaitkebeforesitshate?

Cass:atleastletmegraduate,thenenyenenyewill

fallintoplace.

Me:okay.

Cass:don’tforgettogofetchtheresultsxasibuyele

eBhayi.

Me:we’llgotogether.

Cass:mmh.

Webothdidn’tsayanythingfurtheron.

Iwouldn’thavewantedthedaytoendanyother

way,atleastIknewshewasstillhurtingandallI

coulddowastoprovetoherhowsorryIwas,daily,

andloveherasshedeservestobeloved.
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Inthemiddleofthenight,Iwokeupandwenttothe

kitchen,Iwasthirsty.Gotabottleofwaterand

walkedbacktotheroom,shewasup.

Cass:‘banixesha?

Me:12:16

Cass:andwhyareyouup?

Ishowedherthewater.

Shegotupandwenttothebathroom,cameback

andgotinbed.

Inanormalworld,Iwouldbecheckingmyemails

rightnowbutIfigureducelaiphonengoku

izobangathikubalulekeumsebenzi

ngaphezukwakhesoIpushedthethoughtasideand

joinedher.

Cass:ucingaphi?



Me:hm?

Shedidn’trepeatherselfandIwasn’tgonnabring

workuprightnow…Ismiledandpulledhercloser,

shecamelipsfirst.Sowekissed,assoonasI

noticedwherethiswasheadedIstoppedher…

Cass:please…don’t.

Me:areyousureyouwannadothis?

Shedidn’trespond.

Imeanshedidn’trespondverbally,herlipsfound

mineandwekissed.ForobviousreasonIwasvery

cautiousbutassoonasIloosenedupIbeganto

flowwithherpace.Ipulledoffherpyjamatopand

threwitacrosstheroom,Iwantedeverypieceof

her,thiswholetime.

Assoonasmychestgotincontactwithhers,I

turnedusbotharoundsoshecouldbeinthe

bottom.Orunderneathasthelearnedwouldsay.



Iworshippedherbody,fromtoetohead,I

worshippedherbody.Hercomfortabilityundermy

touchwascontagious.Icouldfeelherheatingup,

meltingonmyeverytouch,everykiss,everybite…

anddeepdownIprayedthatshedoesn’tpullout

thistime.Havingfuninthebedroomisnotasone-

sidedasit’smadeouttobe,bothpartieshave

feelingsandneedsthattheylayoutintheprocess.

Thatmoment.AsIkissedmywayupher

midsection,shepulledmetoherfaceandwe

kissedpassionately.Istoppedandlookeddeepinto

hereyes,uyakwaziuthandaumntanomntu,hereyes

werefilledwithlove.

Me:ndiyak’thanda,kakhulufuthi.

Cass:ndiyak’thandanam.

Nofurtherconversationwasneeded,wegotonand

didthedee,threeroundsdownIfellonherchest

andwecuddledinourecstasy.Ek’senishewoke



meupwantingmore,twomorethenwefellasleep

ineachother’sarms.Again.Thistimearoundwhen

Iwokeup,shewasnotinbed,sinceIhadrequested

aself-catering,Iguessedshewasinthekitchen.I

gotintomyshortsandslopsthenwenttojoinher…

shelookedupasIwalkedin

Cass:morning?

Me:agoodmorningitis.

Ihuggedherfrombehindandkissedher,wefooled

aroundforabitandthenIwenttotastethepans…

Cass:hayikesizoxabana!

IlaughedasIbackedawayfromaflyingdishcloth.

Igrabbedherhands,kissedherfulllipswhileshe

waslaughingthenIletgo.



Cass:setup,please.

Me:yesma’am.

Isetupthetablefortwo,sheplatedupandwehad

breakfast.

Itfeltlikeithadbeenagessincewehadsucha

peacefulenvironmentaroundus,itwasrefreshing.

Sorefreshing.Wehadbreakfastinside,shedidsay

we’recampinginmossincendizomshiyaimini

yonkeyangomso,whenweweredoneIaskedfor

myphonewandinikawithoutanyarguments.She

alsotookhers…

Cass:fifteenminutesqhakebaby.

Me:uhm…

Cass:youneedten?

Me:nofifteenminutesIright.

TheminuteIputmyphoneon,messagesflooded



fromallsides.WhatsApp,S’s,Facebook,emails.I

startedwithemails,respondedtoallofthemas

quicklyasIcould,thenIwentontothemissedcalls,

thosewerejustfromfriends.Butonecaughtmy

attention…anSMSandmissedcallfromSandile.I

calledhimback,

Sandile:NkosinathiDakumba!

Me:yeskwedini.

Sandile:uphimfethu?IcalledyouWednesday

nayizolok’sasa,ndazincamandayakwakho.Cwaka.

Me:ndiseTsitsikamantwanayam.

Sandile:wenzaniapho?

Me:ndisazikhuphile.

Sandile:uyawahambenalomntana?

Me:mygirlfriendyes.

Hecursed.



Butwhy?Ihadn’tnoticedthatSandilehadissues

untilIdatedCassandra,wheneverIhadtospend

timewithher,dothingswithher,he’dactupasif

he’smygirlfriend.YesIwaslaughingathim,asI

normallywouldbuthaibo,thisguywasacting

creepilynow.

Me:selaamanziSandileuzotsarhwa.

Sandile:hayvoetsekmankwedini.

Me:Saida,Ihaveagirlfriendmjita.Like,ndine

cherry,youget?

Sandile:inobamnaandinayocaba?

Me:thenwhatisyourproblem?Whyareyoualways

onmyback?

Sandile:becauseeversinceyoustarteddatingthis

chickyounolongerhavebro-time,yonkinto

ingalomntanakuwe,oko.Hayvoetsekman.

Me:hahaha!Haikechap,byebye.Seeyounext

week

Sandile:beforeyougo…



Me:mh?

Sandile:IsawNthabisengwithMasixole…

Me:they’redatingnow.

Sandile:andyouapproveofthat?

Me:it’sactuallynoneofmybusinessbro…seriously,

it’snoneofmybusiness.

Sandile:lamntanauyamdlalauMas’xbraandyou

knowthat.

Ndathula…

Sandile:Ididsomediggingonher,she’smarriedto

somedudeinCanada.

Me:youmeanengaged.

Sandile:IhaveamarriagecertificateasproofNko

mfethu.

Me:wellshetoldmeshe’sengaged,Ididn’tbother

digging.



Sandile:khaw’xelelelomeckmfethu.

Me:nope,he’syourbrother,izongenafanixaivela

kumandkeandifunikwadramainmyliferightnow

uyamazilamntanaunjani.

Sandile:helakhaw’yekaubamuncu,lamntana

usakufuna.That’stheonlyreasonshe’sdatingu

Mas’x,she’strynagetclosetoyou.

Me:thatcouldbetrue,but,againandingenindawo.

Sandile:Nkomfethulamntanauyam’useru

Masixole.

Me:siyayazinjesonkelonto,andkeoyenamntu

whocantalksenseintohimisyou.Ndibaxelele

mnatheycangoaheadwiththeirrelationship

becauseIhavemyowntoworkon.

Sandile:hayuyand’phoxamfethungoku,lomntana

ukwenzeibharinyhani.

“lomntana”walkedin…cabaI15minutesiphelilefor

me.



Me:ntwana,Ihavetogo.We’lltalkxandibuyilene?

Sandile:wherethefuckareyougoingsithetha?

Me:I’monbaecationkaloku,wehad15minutesto

spendonthephoneeachandiphelile.

Sandile:yhoyhoyho,umanziumanzimankwedini.

Ilaughedandhungup.

Cass:they’reprobablycursingyou.

Me:Sandileistheworst.

Ithrewthephoneclosertoher…

Me:thankyou.

Cass:ubulisileuOnele.

Me:ohhi…



Shetookthephonesandwenttoputthembackin

theirdungeon.Ifollowedaswegotinbed,puton

theTVandcampedin,thatwastheideaforthe

wholeday.OlambakwethuIwenttomakefoodfor

ussinceshecookedbreakfast.Thewholeday,we

watchedmovies,atejunkfood,andthemovies

watchedus,bythetimeIwokeup,shewasstill

sleepinganditwasnighttimesondamvusa…

Cass:mh?

Me:hayvuka.

Shesatup.

Me:uzotyantoni,I’morderingfood.

Shestretchedandjustlookedatme.Ikissedher

poutedlips.

Me:helloearth?



Cass:pizza.Sourchicken.

Me:sharp.

Orderedpizzaforherandribsforme.

Cass:doIhavetoshower?Ngubaniixesha?

Ilookedatthetime…andlaughed.

Cass:yhohayandizovasamna,ifndiyakunukisela

keuhambeuyovasababe.

Me:kuyovasamna?Kunukawena?

Cass:andnawekhangeuvasefuthi.

Me:ndivukek’qalakunawethough.

ShelookedatmeandIsawdoubtinhereyes…then

shejustfellonherback.



Cass:izaphababy.

Ididn’tmove…shelookedatme,Ilaughedand

movedoverherbody,supportingmybodywithmy

elbows.

Me:what’sup?

Cass:Ithinkndifunaumntana.

Ilookedather,theshockwrittenallovermyface.

Sheburstoutlaughing.

Cass:hayfokndiyadlala,yhu!

Ndazihleka-hlekisa…Iwasshockednyhani.

Cass:I’mjokingman,loosenup.

Me:bra!Ialmostgotaheartattack.



Cass:youdon’tachild?

Me:attherighttimeyes,notnow.Achildisnot

gonnafixthingsbetweenus,timewill.

Cass:ukheubhadlexauthandakanti.

Ibitherlipandshegiggled.

Herlegslockedmeinplace,sheplayedwithmy

headnotsayingaword.Ilaymyheadonherchest

ndimameleuphathwakamnandi,thenIremembered

thatshecalledme,sheobviouslywantedtosay

something.Iliftedupmyheadandlookedather…

Me:thetha.

Cass:mybirthdayiscomingup,whatareyour

plans?

Me:whatdoyouwantmyplanstobe?

Cass:Iwantanothergetaway.

Me:done.



Cass:youhaven’theardthelocationyet.

Me:it’sdoneanyway,itsyourbirthday,youget

anythingyouwant.

Cass:evenifIsayBahamas?

Me:erh…

Shelaughed.

Me:nowyouwantmetobudgetkak’hle.

Cass:allIknowisIwantanotherweekawayfrom

normalpeople.

Me:cabandilihlanyamna?

Cass:youdon’twantmetoanswerthat.

Isqueezedmyeyesandlookedather,shelaughed

herheartout.

Shewasnowinahappyplace,shehadthis

beautiful,peacefulauraaroundher.
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Wemadelovetheentirenight,whenwefinallyfell

asleepsalalaineachother’sarms.Iwokeup

Saturdaymorningandbathed,preparedfor

ugoduka.Wenttobuyherbreakfast,wroteipinye

cardonastickynoteandputitnexttoherphonene

bankcardsinceIpromisedhershewillgoshopping

ngokumnandisagodukileyoforlentokaAsenathi.I

grabbedmystuffandwenttothecar…

AsIstartedthecar,Icuttheengineoffandwent

backinside.CassandrawillthrowamajorfitifI

weretoleaveaphandingamvusangandimxeleleba

ndiyahamba.WhenIreachedthebedroom,shewas



stillfastasleep,ndamtyhilaandsawbitsofblood

kwelicalaalelengakulo

Me:baby?

Sheopenedhereyeskancinci…

Me:Iuhm,thinkyourwoundisbleeding.

Sheclosedhereyesagainandtriedtobreathewhile

turning,Icouldtellshewasinpain.Sheknewshe

wasbleedingyaz,maybeshewashopingformeto

goangandixeleli.Lantoyakheyongafuniusokolisa

bantu…sheeventuallysatupandcleanedupher

eyes.

Cass:you’rereadytogoalready?

Me:baby,you’rebleeding.

Cass:Iknow.



Me:youlooklikeyou’reinpainthough.

Shefakedasmile

Cass:I’mfine,youcango.I’llcleanthisup.

Me:Ithinkweshouldheadtothedoctor.

Cass:thenearesthospitalisinPEandthat’splus

minusthreehoursfromhere.

Me:Iknowthat,betterwedrivenow,utenuzobetha

sesifikile…justcallyourdoctorandnotifyhimthat

we’reontheway.

Cass:it’sreallynotnecessaryyazibabe,Ihave

medsandI’llcleanthewound,putonsome

anticepticndibegrand.

Me:Cassandra.

Cass:kayfine,yhoyoucannag!

Shegotoutofthebed,pulledthesheetwithasshe



wenttothebathroom.Ilookedforaspareonein

thewardrobeandtherewasn’tonesoIcalledthe

frontofficetosendhousekeepingwithanextra

sheet.Theycameknockingafterabouttenminutes,

IwenttotakethesoiledsheetfromCassandrain

thebathroomndafikaevasalandawoinegazi,I

madethebedwhileshewasgettingdressed.She

gavememyphone…

Me:yho,besendiy’libele.

Cass:Iknow.Masambe.

Me:I’lldropyouoffthenyoucancallmexaugqibile.

Cass:sure.

Weleftthehouseassoonasshewasdone,Idrove

asfastasIcouldonthehighway.Shewasquiet,I

couldtellshewaslisteningtothepainsand

enduringthem.Wewereplayingherphoneonthe

musicplayeranditrangwhileconnectedthere…



Cass:hellobhuti?

Steve:Cassandra,unjani?

Cass:I’mgood,unjaniwenabhuti

Steve:I’mokay.YourdoctorcalledizoloandItried

callingyouandakufumana.

Cass:oh,what’sup?

Steve:Idon’tknow,somethingaboutacheckupthat

youmissedorsomething.

Cass:Ididn’tmissit,hewasn’tthere.Someother

doctordidthecheckuponme.

Steve:ooh,otherwiseugrandwena,thewoundis

healing?

Cass:kindof…

Steve:whatdoyoumeankindof?

Sheswallowedandlookedatme,Iwasreadyto

speakupifshedoesn’t.



Cass:ndivukelisophanamhlanje.

Steve:inobakuqhaqhekeizitishi.Whenareyou

goingtothehospitalke?

Cass:I’mgoingtherenow.

Steve:okay,textmexaufikaI’llpopin.

Cass:okaybhut.

Steve:sharp.

Theyhungup…

Cass:ohbawo.

Me:what?

Cass:Ididn’tknowhe’saround…he’sgonnamakea

bigdealoutofthis.

Me:heshould.Unenkanikaloku.

Sherolledhereyesatmeandkeptquiet,wedrove

straighttothehospital,Ionlyleftheratthe



consultationroombecauseIknewugqirhawillsoon

attendtoher.Idrovehome,fikasebekhonaoo

tamncikucacaukubathisisgonnabeaverylong

day,therewassomeexcitement.Oomamanomfazi

kaBhutiandotheryoungewomenwerecooking,I

wenttodad’sroomandfoundhimgettingready…

Me:taima.

Dad:ngokuibangathiawuzoza?

Me:youkindaforcedmetobeherenjetaima.

Dad:mmh.

Isattherenotsayingaword…

Dad:youlookdisturbed,what’swrong?

Me:Ileftmygirlfriendatthehospitaljustnow.

Dad:haiboNkosinathi,utheni?

Me:herwoundisbleeding…shewasshotsome



timeago,whenwewokeuptoday,itwasbleeding.

Dad:andyou’rehere?Doyoureallylovelomntana

Nkosinathi?

Me:haibotata,andithindizeaphakubanguweuthe

undifunaapha?Benditshilobaandizokwaziimna

ukuzaapha.

Dad:mnkq!

Andhedidn’tsayanotherword…

NowIsattherenotknowingwhetherIshouldleave

ndiyekuCassandraorIshouldjustsitthis

negotiationoutndihambewhentheinlawsaregone.

Hewalkedoutwandishiyapha,soIcalledCass….

Cass:babe?

Me:hasthedoctorattendedtoyouyet?

Cass:yes…uhm,Imightbeadmitted.

Me:isitthatbad?



Cass:kuqhaqhekeiizitishisondophelengaphakathi.

Me:sonowtheyneedtodraintheblood?

Cass:yep.Buthe’sgonnadoanx-rayjustnow

abuyelekumbaisheadmittingmeorwhat.

Me:I’msorryI’mnottherewithyou.

Cass:haydon’tworry,ubhutisekufuphi.

Me:okay…pleasekeepmeupdated.

Cass:willdo,byenow.

Me:Iloveyou.

Cass:loveyoutoo.

Ihungup….

Afewhourslaterthenegotiationsstarted,Iwas

actuallygladIwaspartofthembecausenam

ndizofunautshataandthiswholeexperiencewas

aneyeopenerforme.Isatthroughoutthewhole

negotiationsandonlyleftintheeveningwhen



everythingwasdone,wenttocheckonmygirlfriend,

shehadsentansmsearlierthatshewasindeed

admittedsoshealsosentthewardnumber.Onmy

waythereIgrabbedflowersfromtheflorist,bought

aboxofchocolatesandpizzathenIwenttoseeher.

Shewasresting,witheyesclosedbutshewasn’t

asleep.

Me:hey.

Sheopenedhereyesandsmiled,triedtositupas

shetookherflowers.

Cass:besendikuncamile.

Me:I’msorry.

Shesmiledagain…

Therewassomethingdifferentabouther…Icouldn’t

pinitoutwhatexactlyitwasbutshehadasudden



glow.That’snotwhatyouwouldexpectfrom

someonewhojustgotadmittedatthehospital…

shelooked…happyormaybeinlove?Idon’tknow.I

satdownnexttoher,onthebed

Me:so,howmadisit?

Cass:Idon’treallyknow…I’mgonnabedrained

tomorrowmorning,thenre-stitchedandthistimeI

havetospendaweekheresothatIcanbe

monitoredproperly.

Me:anentireweek?

Cass:yeah.I’msorrythebaecationwillhavetobe

cutshort.

Me:wecanalwaysgobackanytimeoftheyear

don’tstressaboutit.

Cass:thankyouforunderstanding.

Ikissedher…wesatthereinsilence,sheaskedme

toliedownnexttoheruyozela,andIdid.Aboutan

hourlater,IheardhersnoringsoIslowlymovedout



ofherembraceandwenttolookforherdoctor.I

onlyfoundanurse…

Me:I’mlookingforDrMpumelelo…Iforgothis

surname.

Nurse:hejustknockedoff,you’rewiththeyoung

ladywiththebulletwound?

Me:yes.

Nurse:he’llonlybebacktomorrowmorningsir,his

shiftstartsat4:30am

Me:okay,thankyouverymuch.

Shesmiledandwalkedaway…

IwenttocheckonCassandraforthelasttimethenI

drovebacktotheTsitsikama,packedourstuffand

wenttocheckout,drovebacktomyplaceinPEand

sleptthere.IwaswokenupbyKhanya’sphonecall

askingmetosendhimsomedocuments,

apparentlyebebehambakakuhlekulaCanada.

WhilesendinghimthedocumentsIgotarequestto



gotoJo’burg.Itookabathandheadedtothe

hospitalfirst,shewasawake.Heavingbreakfast…

Me:hey,youlookfresh.

Cass:Imusthavehadagoodnightsleep.

Me:yeahneh,sohavetheydrainedthebloodyet?

Cass:yes,earlythismorning.

Me:andsewusityaalready?

Cass:andikhutshwangasisukalokubabe,kuklinwe

igazeqhaelilophelengaphakathi.

Me:oohokay.

Shelaughedatme.

Iwatchedhersmiling.Icouldn’thelpbutnoticethat

sheseemedmorecalmhere,moreatpeacethan

whenIthoughtshewasatpeaceonoutbaecation.

SoIwasn’tseeingthingslastnightwhenIsawthat

shewashappyhere.



Cass:whyareyougivingmethatlook?

Me:Icouldbewrong,butyoulookhappyhere.

Sheblushed.

Me:soI’mright?Istheresomethingyouwannatell

me?

Cass:isitasintobehappywhenIspenttheday

withmybrothers?

Me:bothofthemwerehere?

Cass:yes…andAphiwe,they’reprobablyontheway

hereevennow.

Me:ah,makessense.

Shelaughed…

Me:IhavetorushofftoJo’burg,ifI’mnotbackthis



eveningthenI’llbebacktomorrowmorning.

Cass:okay.

Me:okay?

Cass:yep,okay.

Itookaminutendamjonga…

Cass:youcan’texpectmetoprotestnomsebenzi

wakhowhileI’mlyingonthishospitalbednow.

Me:usukewalulauokaywakho.

Cass:haha!Haikebabyyoudon’tknowwhatyou

wantfromme.Suhambake,hlalanamapha.

Me:that’swhatIexpectyoutosaythefirsttime.

Cass:hewah!

Welaughedaboutit,Ileftbengekafikioobrother

bakhe,rushedofftoJoburghopingndizobuyakwa

thesameday.
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AfterNkosinathidroppedmeoff,DrMpumelelo

Sirhonyiattendedtome.Hewalkedincarrying

coffee

DrSirhonyi:MissMzayilongtime,howareyou

feelingtoday?

Me:alittleinpain,butI’mokaydoc.

Heofferedmethecoffee…ndayithatha,Iwas

hungry.Coffeewasverymuchthoughtfulofhim

thatexactmoment.

DrSirhonyi:yousaidyou’rebleeding?

Inodandliftedupmyvest,hetouchedaroundthe

woundandwrotedowninhisnotepadthenhe

walkedout,camebackwithaninjectionand



explainedthatitwasjustanantibiotictohelp

preventinfectionbuthe’llbookmeforascanlater

on.Assoonasheleft,Itextedmybrother

ndimxelelabauthiniuGqirhathenIaskedhimto

comewithfoodifuseza.DrSirhonyicameback…

DrSirhonyi:MissMzayi?

Me:pleasecallmeCassandradoc.

DrSirhonyi:nawekepleasecallmeMpumelelo.

Me:I’mnotallowedto,you’readoctorby

profession.

DrSirhonyi:I’mallowingyourightnow.

Westaredateachotherinsilence.

Iwouldhavethoughtthatthiswouldbe

uncomfortable,itnormallyisuncomfortablebut

rightnowitwasn’t.Afterafewseconds,hecleared

histhroatandcontinuedwithwhateverhewas

doinginmywound.



DrSirhonyi:yourfirstscanwillbeat2pmthenwe’ll

seeifyouneedanotherone,butifnot,youwillbe

dischargedkwanamhlanje.

Me:isthereapossibilitythatIcouldbeadmitted

here?

DrSirhonyi:yes.

Me:ohwow!

Ilookedaway…

DrSirhonyi:youdon’tlikeithere?

Me:hospitalsareneverpleasant,I’msorry.

DrSirhonyi:maybewecanchangethat.

Me:how?

DrSirhonyi:youtellmewhatyouneedtomakeyour

visitapleasantone,I’lldomybesttogetitforyou.

Me:anything?



DrSirhonyi:anything.

Itookaminutetothink…

Hewastestingmypressureengalweniandhe

smeltverygood.

Iclosedmyeyesandtookaverydeepbreathin…

Helaughed…Iblushed,didn’tmeantomakeittoo

obvious.

Me:andizazibandifunantoni,but,hospitalvisits

areverymuchunpleasanthowmuchmorenowthat

Ihavetospendanentireweekhere.

DrSirhonyi:okaythen.Seeyoulater.

Me:you’redone?

DrSirhonyi:yesMa’am.

Me:oh,thatwasquick.

Hesmiled,packedupandleft.Iclosedmyeyesand



restedabit.

NextthingIheardmybrothersbehleka…Isatup

justastheywalkedin,withmysister’sson.

Aphiwe:haylonto!

Me:Fokof!

Lionel:uyathukageli!

Me:xolobhuti.

Theylaughedastheyallcametohugme…

sancokola,satyabecausetheyobeyedandcame

withfood.Theyactuallycookedforme,ezichap

kodwashame.Afteraboutthirtyminutesbefikile,a

nursewalkedinwithabouquetofwhiteanddusty

pinkroses,sheputtheminavasewithwaterthen

walkedout.

Aphiwe:andthat?

Me:what?



Aphiwe:whoboughtyouflowers?

Me:Idon’tknow,shedidn’tsay.

Steve:itcouldbeherboyfriend.

Me:Ithoughtninikeyazi,I’llaskherwhenshe

comesback.

Lionel:istherenocardaphoAphiwe?

Aphiwewenttocheckitout,heshookhishead.

Lionel:inobanguNko.

Me:definitely.

Somehow,Iknewitwasn’tmyboyfriend.

Hedoesn’tbuymeiiflowersezinjena,andhis

flowersareusuallyaccompaniedbychocolate.Oo

bhutionlyleftafterIcamebackfromthescan,they

waitedbecausetheywantedtoknowwhetherI’m

gonnabeadmittedokanyendizophumanasothatif



ndiyaphumandingadingitransport.

Steve:soyou’regonnaneedimpahlanantoni?

Me:I’llaskNkotobringizintozambhuti,ziphakuye.

Lionel:siyakwaziuyaoutawethuCassandra,don’t

remindus.

Aphiwe:oops!

Me:haha!Haikeandiyazibenifunandiphendule

ndithinikanti?

Steve:haynamandiyazimntakatata.

Lionel:you’reonherside?

Steve:akhosidestoapha.

Me:hehbhuti?Whaphelelaphiubhut’Ginger?

Thentherewastotalsilence…

Ilookedatbothofthem…theywerenotgonna

answermerightnowtu.



Me:oh-kay,forgetIaskedanything.

Steve:right.

Lionel:sizobuyalateneh.

Me:alright,ihambaninilechap?

Aphiwe:Mondaylate,hopefullyuzobesew’phumile

apha.

Me:becauseyouwannaseemyplace,Igetit.

Aphiwe:eshe,mh.

Welaughed…huggedandthentheyleft.

Igotupfrommybedandwenttostandbymy

flowers,theylookedbeautiful.Itookapictureand

savedit,thenIwalkedtothebathroom,cameback

andmydoctorwasback.

DrSirhonyi:thoughtyou’dhaveleftwithyour

brothers.

Me:amIpermittedto?



DrSirhonyi:forallweknow,youcouldhavesnuck

out.

Me:haha!Yeahright.

Iwalkedovertomybedandsatdownfacinghim…

DrSirhonyi:we’readmittingyou.

Ilookedathiminsilence.

DrSirhonyi:wehavetodrainthebloodinsideofyou,

giveyouadayortwoandseeifweneedtore-stitch

youornot.

Me:soI’llbehereforhowlong?

DrSirhonyi:aweekortwo.

Me:yhohaysanaI’mgonnafailungatshonje.

DrSirhonyi:you’regonnafailbecauseyousaid

you’regonnafailnotbecauseyou’redumbor

incompetent.It’sthepowerofwords,useyour



wordswisely.

Okay…manwascaptivatingmengesentence

ey’oneemuncunje.

Iswallowedandignoredwhathejustsaid,Ilooked

attheflowersthenbackathim.

Me:thankyouforthose.Broughtsomecolourinto

thisroom.

DrSirhonyi:I’mgladyoulikethem.

Iwasflippenblushing…andbeforeIknewit,he

kissedme.Ididn’tpushhimback,Ijustletgoof

everything,Ifeltmychestandshouldersloosening

upasifIwascarryingsomeblocksallthistime.It

feltlikesomeicewasmeltingespeciallybetween

myshoulders.Hepulledback,notmovingaway

fromme,justlookingdeepintomyeyes,Iwas

meltingalready.Iwastheicethatmeltedbetween

myshoulders…tyhinindaskendaxakananam



esibhedlele.

DrSirhonyi:kudalandifunaukuyenzalento,from

yourfirstvisit.

Ididn’tanswerhim…insteadIjustpulledhimcloser

andwekissed,hestoodbetweenmylegsaswe

kissed.Iwassocomfortableinhisarmsitdidn’t

evenfeellikeIwasdoinganythingwrong.His

handsmovedfromtouchingthesidesofmyface

straightdownmybody,tomywaistandtheyfound

comfortabilitythere.Hepulledbackagain,then

peckedmylipslookingstraightintomyeyes…

DrSirhonyi:umhleThixunathi.

Me:IthoughtIsaidyoucancallmeCassandra.

DrSirhonyi:Iprefereli.

Me:Enkosi…

DrSirhonyi:I’mknockingoffnow…seeyouinthe



morning?

Me:seeyouinthemorning.

Hesmiledandwalkedaway….

Assoonashewalkedaway,pulledapillowovermy

faceandscreamed!

Icouldn’tbelieveIjustkissedadoctor…wait,my

doctor.MYdoctor?Nothedoctor.Okay,whichever

itis.Ilayonthatbedsmiling…ohmyword!Iwas

stilloverwhelmed.

Ikeptlookingattheflowersheboughtme,

somehow,Iwassmitten.Byanotherguy…hereI

thoughtNkosinathiwasaromantic,clearlyIhaven’t

beenaround.Ugqirhawasn’tnecessarilyabetter

kisserthanmyman,Iwon’tliebuthispoise,

attention,commandandaccuracyaswekissed

wasmostflattering.Iclosedmyeyesandjust

enjoyedthemoment…



Assoonasmyboyfriendwalkedin,thewardwas

filledwithhisperfume.Istillhadmyeyesclosed

butIknewitwashimwhohadwalkedin.

Me:hey.

Iopenedmyeyesandsmiled,triedtositupasI

tookmyflowers.Heputthepizzaandchocolate

nexttotheflowersthatDrSirhonyihadboughtfor

meearlier.

Me:besendikuncamile.

Nkosinathi:I’msorry.

Ismiledathim…

Hehadthislookofsuspicioninhiseyes,maybe

becausehesawtheflowers?Idon’tknow,butI

askedhimtojoinmeinmybedsowesattogether.

Nkosinathi:so,howmadisit?

Me:Idon’treallyknow…I’mgonnabedrained

tomorrowmorning,thenre-stitchedandthistimeI



havetospendaweekheresothatIcanbe

monitoredproperly.

Nkosinathi:anentireweek?

Me:yeah.I’msorrythebaecationwillhavetobecut

short.

Nkosinathi:wecanalwaysgobackanytimeofthe

yeardon’tstressaboutit.

Me:thankyouforunderstanding.Canyoulaywith

me?Ithinkthemedsareworkingalready.

Nkosinathi:youwon’teatfirst?

Me:I’lleatovukakwam

Hekissedmyforeheadndalala.

WhenIwokeup,hewasgone.

Iwenttoaskthenursetowarmmypizza,ndatya

andwentbacktosleeponlytobewakenupagain

nguDrSirhonyibawehavetogotothetheatreto

forthedraining,like,itwaspast4inthemorning.I

wasevengrumpyastheypushedmybedtotheatre,



Iwasdrugged,didn’tevenfeelorseeathingbut

whenIwokeup,Iwasbackinmyroomnolonger

withabandagebutwithjustapatch.Iwenttobath

intimebeforebreakfastwasservedndafika

ndilindweyipapayamonmyreturnfromthe

bathroom.Andthenboyfiecameback…hewas

lookingdapper,Ifeltmythighssquishingtogether

justbylookingathim.Helookedsodamnyummy

nyhani.

Heaskedaboutthedraining,howIwasandallthat

stuffbutIsawthislookagainfromhim,lookof

suspicion.

Me:whyareyougivingmethatlook?

Nkosinathi:Icouldbewrong,butyoulookhappy

here.

Iblushed.

Kanenehowdoyoutellyourboyfriendthatyou

mighthaveacrushonyourdoctor?Orthatyour



doctormighthaveacrushonyou?Orthatyouand

yourdoctorkissed?Thequestionhereis:HOW?

Nkosinathi:soI’mright?Istheresomethingyou

wannatellme?

Me:isitasintobehappywhenIspentthedaywith

mybrothers?

Nkosinathi:bothofthemwerehere?

Me:yes…andAphiwe,they’reprobablyontheway

hereevennow.

Nkosinathi:ah,makessense.

Ilaughed…Idon’tevenknowwhyIwaslaughing

butforsomereasonIwasreallyhappy.Ihad

butterfliesinmytummy.Hetoldmehehadtogoto

Jo’burgandIsaidit’sokay.

Nkosinathi:okay?

Me:yep,okay.



Heraisedabrow.

Me:youcan’texpectmetoprotestnomsebenzi

wakhowhileI’mlyingonthishospitalbednow.

Nkosinathi:usukewalulauokaywakho.

Hedefinitelywassuspiciousofsomething,hejust

didn’thavethegutstoaskme.Aftersomethinglike

amini-argument(lackofabetterword)aboutwhyu

okaywamelulaxaesithiuyahambahekissedmy

lipsandleft…Iaftermytraywascollected,Ijustlay

therelookingforwardtomydoctor’snextvisit.
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#Cassandra

Isowishedubabyebetshilobauyahambasothat

ndimceleezenempahlayam,yestherearehospital

gownsandstuffbutmytoiletriesandsocks.YhoI

wantedsockssanabecausemyfeetwerevery

quicktocatchcold.ButnowallIcoulddowasto

waitforhimabuyeandIdidn’twanttodisturbhim



ndimfounelengoku.Beforelunchtime,thesame

nursewhodeliveredmyflowerscamewithagift

bag.

Nurse:DrSirhonyisaidIshouldgiveyouthis.

Me:uhm,thankyou.

Shesmiledandwalkedaway…Isatupandopened

thebag,thereweretwopairsofsocksfromCotton

On,twofacecloths,onebiggerthantheotheranda

toothpasteandtoothbrush.HowdidheknowI

didn’thavethesethings?Ormaybethenursetold

him?Ismiledandworethesocks,destroyedthe

giftbagandputtheremainingitemsinmyhandbag.

Aphiwewalkedinndisanxibaezosocks,struggling

ontheinjuredside…herushedandhelpedmethen

satnexttomeonthebed.

Me:baphioomalumebakho?

Aphiwe:bazozalate,theyborrowedmethecar



bandikuphathelethesethings.

Me:ohwow.Thankyou.

Anotherbouquetofflowers,Iaskedhimtoputit

nexttotheothertwothenIunpackedwhathehad

inthebrownshopperbagwithasmile.Oobhuti

reallyknowme…

Me:soniyeendlininyhani?

Aphiwe:uyabazioomalume,butwecouldn’tfind

yourlaptop.

Me:it’satmyboyfriend’splace.

Aphiwe:oohokay.Sohowareyou?

Ibreathedout…

Aphiwe:waitbeforeyouanswerthat,whatgotyou

here?Whoshotyou?Why?



Me:Iuhm,Idon’tlikediscussingthis.

Aphiwe:why?

Me:becauseit’sstillssensitivekum.

Wathula…

Icouldtellheknewsomething,Ievenwonderedif

uyinikwenyhaninaimotooruyithathileandjust

decidedukuzaaphayedwa?Sothathecantalk

namwithouthisuncles?

Aphiwe:makaziutheni?

Me:Aphiweplease.

Aphiwe:you’veneverhiddenanythingfromme,why

wouldyoustartnow.

Me:becauseIdon’twantyougettinginvolved.I’m

protectingyou.

Aphiwe:fromwho?



Ithrewmyhandsintheair,whywashepushingto

knowthetruthwhenhesurelyalreadyknowsit?

Aphiwe:makaziIknowthatmomisthereasonwhy

you’reinthisplace.

Ididn’tanswerhim…

Aphiwe:dadtoldmeeverything.

Ndamjonga.

Me:whatdoyoumeanyourdadtoldyoueverything?

Aphiwe:Imeanexactlythat,hisfearwasthatya’ll

aregonnapoisonmeagainsthim.Hewasactually

shockedwhenItoldhimnoonehadsaidanything

aboutthis.

Me:mh,poisonyouagainsthim.Wow.

Aphiwe:that’snotthepoint,shepointis,whyare

youprotectingumamakuyoyonkelento?



Me:canwepleasenotgobackthere?Please.

Aphiwe:makaziuleleesibhedleleandumama

notataareouttherehavingthetimeoftheirlives

gqibauthimasiy’yekelento?

Me:Aphiwe?

Aphiwe:haymakazi,Iloveyoubuttheyhavetopay.

Me:APHIWE!!!!!!!!!!

Hestoppedandlookedatme.

Me:stayoutofit,please,staythehelloutofthis.It

isnoneofyourbusiness.

Aphiwe:kodwamakaziwhyar-

Me:I’mnotgonnarepeatmyself.

Wathula.

Me:ifyoucan’trespectmywishesIdon’tknow



whatelseyouwanthere.

Aphiwe:I’msorry.

Ndathula…

Aphiwe:I’lldropit,Ihavenootherchoicebutto

trustthatyouknowwhatyou’redoing.

Me:thankyou.Iknowthisisalsohardforyou,but

trustme,thisisthebestway.

Hethrewhisarmsaroundme,thankGodhewas

notnearthewoundedside.

Me:dropitsonny,yiyeke,infactyikhuphekwalapha

entliziyweniyakho.

Aphiwe:okaymakazi.Iloveyou.

Me:ndiyakuthandanam.Nowstopcrying.



Helaughedandmovedback,cleaninghisface.

Me:howwasthetournament?Didn’tevengetto

seeyourpictures.

Aphiwe:I’llemailyouthepictures,itwasepic!

DrSirhonyiwalkedin…

DrSirhonyi:goodafternoon.

Us:hellodoc.

DrSirhonyi:howisthepatientfeeling?

Me:better,nopainsanddefinitelynoexcess

bleedingsofar.

DrSirhonyi:that’sgood…Ijusthavetodosome

check-upsthenI’llleaveyoutwotoit.

Me:thankyou,doc.

Hesmiled,lookingatmyfeet…thenhedidhis



checks,wrotesomethingonhispadandtoldmethe

nursewillbebackwithmymedication.Hewalked

out,

Aphiwe:helooksyoung.

Me:neh?

Helookedatmewahleka.

Aphiwe:forgetaboutuDoctor,whenamIseeingu

sbari?

Me:Idon’tknow…khaw’mendimfounelefuthi.

Itookoutmyphoneandcalledubaby.

Heansweredimmediately.

Nkosinathi:baby?

Me:babe,unjani?



Nkosinathi:tired,wassup?

Me:Imissyou…andumtshanamwantstoseeyou

sowhenareyoucomingback?

Nkosinathi:ndingenaendliningoku,thoughtyou

mightneedyourtoiletries.Butndizozajustnow.

Me:pleasebringmylaptopandchargeraswell.

Nkosinathi:okaybabe,seeyoujustnow.

Me:loveyou.

Nkosinathi:loveyoubaby.

Wehungup…

Me:uyezakesoyoumightaswellwait.

Aphiwe:IhopeakayoGodzillakemakazi.Ucingele

njeabantwana.

Yhondaphelayintsini…



Me:me?datingaGodzilla?Hayndijongeright

mtshana.

Aphiwe:kalokunithiubuhlebendodazinkomo.

Me:phakwaheleni…yhini,ndizoyithiniinto

yoxakwakuteketisaabantwanabamngoku?

Hecouldn’tstoplaughing,mynursecameback

withaninjectionthenshewalkedbackoutafter

injectingme.allthistimeAphiwewasstandingby

theflowers.Aftersheleft…

Aphiwe:somanyflowers?

Me:yeahyeah.

Aphiwe:thisguyhasagreatchoicetwo.

Me:uromanticubhutiwakho,hedoesn’tfailonebit

onthat.

Aphiwe:maybeIshouldtakesometipsthen.

Me:youhaveagirlfriend?



Aphiwe:kinda…

Me:kinda?

Hecamebacktositdown…

Aphiwe:welikeeachother,butshe’saPKsoour

timetogetherisstrictlymonitored.

Me:andthat’saproblemforyou?

Aphiwe:makazi,weliterallygooutforaboutthree

hoursbeforeherdadcallstocomepickherup.

Everysingletime.Whatisthat?

Ilaughed…hesoundedfrustratedshame.

Me:he’sprotectingher,andit’sgood.

Aphiwe:oh-hoo!

Me:thinkteenagepregnancy?Youngparents?And

yousaidshe’saPK.



Aphiwe:we’vehadsexalreadythough,ifthat’swhat

he’sprotectingherfrom.

Me:youwhat?

Aphiwe:wehadsex,haikemakazi,don’tactold

schoolnow.

Ilookedatthiskid…

Aphiwe:twotimes.

Me:didyouatleastuseprotection?

Aphiwe:ofcourse.

Me:wowAphiwe,andyou’resocasualaboutthis.

Doesyourmotherknowthatyou’realreadysexually

active?

Aphiwe:uzoxelelwangubani?

Me:nguwetshini!

Aphiwe:haywethumakazi,you’retheonlyonewho

knowsaboutthis…andiyifihliyonakodwakeit’snot



somethingIcanopenlytalkaboutwithumama.

Uyamaziuphilakweyakheiplanet.

Me:hehendiyayazinenyeiplanet.

Justthen…Onelecalled…

Me:baby!

Onele:Sissy

Me:haha,unjani?

Onele:yhuhaybuyangokundiyakukhumbula.

Me:haha,andinobasabuyauAphiweelaphanje.

Onele:yhulowo!

Aphiweaskedmetoputthephoneonspeaker…and

Idid.

Me:wenzeni?



Onele:akaxelangaaphabauhambanobhuti,sive

ngoskeutataafouneleubhutiambuze.

Aphiwe:bendimxeleleumakhulu.

Onele:eshe,ukutshisilekenanyeuzenzaongazinto.

Aphiwe:haysuxoka!

WaskewahlekauOnele…myboyfriendwalkedin.

Me:onelebyebye.

Onele:haibo,ndimofounileyokaloku.

Me:wehaveavisitor,willcallyoulater.

Onele:eshe,okay.

Idroppedthecallandacceptedakissfrombae

afterhegreetedumtshanam.

Me:thankyouforthese,howwasyourtrip?



Nkosinathi:argh,businesstripsarenotas

enjoyableasleisure…otherwise,allwentwell.

Unjaniwena?

Me:all’sgood…andhere,meetumtshanawam

Aphiwe…aphiwe,Nkosinathi.

Theyshookhandsagain

Aphiwe:theincredibleboyfriend.

Nkosinathi:haha,isthatwhatshesays?

Aphiwe:mosttimesyes.

Helookedatmewahleka…

Nkosinathi:nityantoni?I’mhungry.

Me:there’sfoodthere…okanyeIcansendAphiwe

tothecanteenforyou?



Hegotupandwenttolookforfood,tooktheleft

oversliceofPizzawasityawasiqgibaemephaand

lookedatme.

Nkosinathi:whoboughtyouthese?

Me:thesewhat?Youboughtmeflowers.

Icouldfeelmypalmssweating…IpinchedAphiwe,I

hadnochoicebutforhimtosavemehere.That’sif

he’scleverenoughtogetit.

Nkosinathi:yesIboughtyouflowersbutIdidn’tbuy

youthepinkandwhiterosesthough.

Aphiwe:bezizenamezoizolo.

Nkosinathi:oh,Ididn’tnoticethem.

Me:bezikhonanangokuubulaphakeyazi.

Nkosinathi:mmh…kuthengiswantoniecanteen

baby?



Me:Idon’tknow…Ihaven’tbeentherebutIknow

ikhona.

Nkosinathi:lemmeratherdriveoutman.

Aphiwe:youjustsaidudiniwe,lemmedriveoutfor

you.

Me:uyiphetheleanersyakho?

Aphiwe:eshe.

Nkosinathi:there’sabraaiplaceabout10minutes

fromhere,khaw’yephayamtshana.

IreachedformybagandremovedaR200note

ndanikauAphiwe,helookedatNkosinathiwho

laughedathim.

Nkosinathi:shesaidshe’sbuyingmefood.

Aphiwe:wow…okay.

Me:celazuthengei-Stoney.

Aphiwe:sure.



Nkosinathiwalkedhimoutsincehedoesn’tknow

hiscar,thenhecamebackandstoodbetweenmy

legscozIwassittingwithmyfeethanging.Assoon

asItouchedhisjawline,weheadedforthekiss.It

waslikeourmindsarethinkingofthesame

thing…whilewewerekissing,mydoctor…Imean,

thedoctorcamebackandclearedhisthroat.We

stopped,butmyboyfrienddidnotmovefromwhere

hestood.

DrSirhonyi:goodafternoonsir.

Nkosinathi:afternoondoc,how’sthepatient?

DrSirhonyi:she’sdoingquitewell…butasIsaidto

her,wehavetokeepherhereforawhile.Untilwe’re

sureshe’sfitenoughtogobackhome.

Nkosinathi:mmkay.

Thenhekissedmylips,IcaughtDrSirhonyieyeing

us,whenoureyeslocked,hesmiledandcontinued



withwhathecameheretodo.Hethenaskedmy

boyfriendtomovesohecouldassessandredress

thewound,whenhewasdone,hewalkedbackout.

Nkosinathi:unenkathalolomjita.

Me:kakhulu,hedoesn’tknockoffwithoutinforming

hispatients.

Nkosinathi:uyabonakala.

Ifonlyyouknew.
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IflewtoJo’burgandwenttoattendtwoofthemost

urgentmeetingsthatIwascalledupfor…whenI

wasdoneIwenttosome“prospective”business

meetingwithsomeonewhoportrayedthemselves

asinterestedinpartnering,asIgottotheplacethey

sentmeGPSdirectionsfor,Isawafamiliarcarand

Isighed.Whythehellwassheobsessedwithme?



NdimyekilemoswathandananoMasixoleknowing

fullywellthatshe’sjustplayingwithhisfeelings,

nowyintonileingakaayifunakum?

Me:fuckNthabiseng!Fuckit!

Istartedmycarandrevvedoutofthatplace,she

calledwhileIwasdrivingawayandIignoredthe

numbereventhoughitwasprivate,Iknewitwas

her.Itwasn’tlongwhenIsawhercarfollowingme,

Idrovefasterbutshecaughtupwithmeatthe

trafficlights…sheloweredherwindowasshe

stoppedintheoppositelane.

Nthabiseng:comeonNathi,please.

Me:hayvoetseeekman!

AssoonasthelightswentgreenIdroveaway

ndamshiyaapho,themotherfuckerfollowedmeto

myplace.Iparkedonthedrivewayandjustwaited

forhertoparkcozshewasalreadyin.Sheparked



hercarrightnexttomineandgotout…

Me:whatthefuckareyoudoing?Whattheactual

fuckdoyouwantfromme?

Nthabiseng:Ijustwantedtoseeyou…

Me:whatthefuckfor?Dude,you’redatingu

Masixolengoku.I’mdeliberatelynotgonnamention

thatyouhaveafiancé.I’lljustcutthatoutofmy

mind.

Nthabiseng:sowoulditbeanydifferentifIwasn’t

withanyofthesetwo?Youmentionthemasifif

bebengekhoyouwouldn’tmindusgettingback

togetheragain.

Me:no.

Nthabiseng:no?

Me:NO!!Itwouldn’tmakenodifference.

Nthabiseng:Istillloveyou.

Me:Halala.Areyoudone?

Nthabiseng:Nkosinathi,please…



Me:umengooPleaseabaninziandIdon’teven

knowwhatyou’rebeggingmefor.Idonotloveyou

anymore,youknowthat.I’minlovewithsomeone

else,likeIreallymovedon.

Nthabiseng:Iwantustotryagain,ndingabuya

nakulaCanadaifyoucouldjustsayyou’llgiveus

anothertryNathi,please.

Me:you’reclearlyondrugsorsomethingstronger.

Nthabiseng:mncincilamntanakuwe,she’sgonna

leaveyouforiintangazakheatsomepoint.

Me:good,thenI’llmoveonagain.AslongasI’mnot

gonnagobacktoyou.

Nthabiseng:pleasedon’ttalklikethat.

Me:I’dnever,eversleepwithawomanwhosleeps

withmyfriends.Notnow,notever.

Shestoodtherelookinglikeinjaenethiweyo…

Nthabiseng:I’mgonnaprovetoyouhowseriousI



amyazi.AndimthandiuMasixoleandyouknow

that.Ihavealwayslovedyou,doyouknowhow

difficultitisuzinyanzelauthandeumntu

ongamthandiyojustforthesakeoftryingtoforget

loumthandayo?Doyouknowthepain?

Me:khaw’fokofekwamsisi!

Sheturnedandwalkedaway…

Icouldn’tbelievethis….Isn’tshesupposedtobein

Canadakhona?Whatthehellwasshestilldoing

here?Iwentinsideandgrabbedwater…Asenathi

calledndisacinga.

Me:Sese?

Asenathi:mntaseuphi?

Me:I’minPretoria,what’sup?

Asenathi:Yeke!Canyoupickupsomethingforme

inSoweto?

Me:what’ssomething?



Asenathi:adress.

Me:kubani?Pleasedon’tsendmetoKatlego.

Sheburstintolaughter…Katlegowashervarsity

friend,she’safashiondesignerandwedidn’tget

alongthroughoutherstayinPE.

Me:fucknoAsenathi!No!

Asenathi:pleasetorho,ndiyakucelamntakatata.

Me:fine…mxeleleayizisekumyena.

Asenathi:youknowshe’snotgonnadothat.

Me:oh,soImustgotoher?Haysanundiqhelake.

Asenathi:I’mthecustomerhere,please.

Ndathula…

Me:khandiphenumberyakhe.



Asenathi:okay.Enkosi.

Me:sharp.

Shesentthenumber…soIcalledloswine.

Kat:Tlegohello?

Me:Katlego,it’sNathi.

Kati:Nathifrom?

Me:NkosinathiDakumba.

Kat:oh.Hi.HowcanIhelpyou?

Shesoundedlikeshewaseithershockedorshe

washavinghiccups.

Me:uAsenathiuthiyou’vegotaparcelforherthat

youneedtogivetome.

Kat:eweherdress.



Me:howamIgettingit?

Kat:youcane-walletmethebalanceorcomewith

cashwhenyou’recomingtofetchit.

Me:I’minPretoriaandyouwantmetocometo

Soweto?

Kat:shedidn’ttellyouthatyou’refetchingitekhaya?

Me:shedidn’teventellmethatthere’sabalance.

Shelaughed…

Iwaited…

Kat:yhohaike.

Me:sosizokwenzanjani?

Kat:ndizozamaukuzakuwebhut’Nathi.

Me:thankyou,yimalinibalance?Usole

undithumelelanebankaccountyakho.

Kat:I’llsmsyoueverythingjustnow.

Me:enkosi.



Ihungupandwaited.

IwantedtocallCassbutIthoughtIshouldlether

restabit…whenKatlegofinallycamethrough,Ihad

alreadypaidherthebalancesoIhittheroadand

rushedtotheairportjustintimeformyreturnflight.

LandedandwenttodropthedresskuAsenathi,

wenttomyplaceandthenheadedtothehospital.

Babywaswithhernephew…aftertheformal

greetingsIgavethekiddomoneytogobuyusfood,

IwashungryandIknewumntuwamuyakuthanda

ukutya.Isatnexttoher…notreallycontentwiththe

rosesstandingbetweenthetwobouquetsIbought

her.

Me:souphumaniniapha?

Cass:maybenextweek,maybethatweek.Idon’t

reallyknow.

Me:uthiniyenaugqirha?

Cass:uthindizophumawhenhe’scontentba



alizophindalophelengaphakathi.

Me:mmh.

Wesatinsilence…Iwastired,ifshewasn’thereI

wouldjustgotinbedndilale.

Cass:uzithathileintozethueTsitsikama?

Me:yeah,kwayizolo.

Cass:enkosi…andI’msorrywehadtocutthe

vacationshort.

Me:it’snotyourfaultbabe,wecanalwaysgoback

wheneveryou’refit.

Cass:thanks.

Ilookedattherosesagain…

Me:soyournephewhasaverygoodtaste.

Cass:whydoyousay?



Me:theflowers.

Cass:ohthat,yeahwell.

Shecouldn’treallylookmeintheeye…thatalone

mademeuncomfortable.Whatwasshehidingfrom

me?Aphiwereturnedwithfood,wealldugin,he

thensaidhe’sgoinghome…

Cass:haibo,justlikethat?

Aphiwe:it’snotlikeI’mleavingyoualone,comeon

now.

Cass:eshe,hambakeAphiwe.

Helookedatmeandshrugged.

Me:it’sokay,uyakutefelanjelomakaziwakho.

Aphiwe:Iloveyou,seeyoungomso.

Cass:whatever!



Helaughedandwalkedout…

Me:ishedriving?

Cass:Ithinkso.

Me:he’sveryhumble.

Cass:takesafterme.

Me:you?Thesameyouwhosmashedeverything

breakableatmyplacenotsolongago?

Cass:youprovokedmethough…I’dneverjustdo

thatnjeoutoftheblue.

Me:andIregretit.

Cass:it’swaterunderthebridgewethu…we’llheal

aswemoveon.

Me:canIaskyousomething?

Cass:sure…

Me:whoreallyboughtyouthoseroses?Pleasebe

honestwithme.



Shelookedattherosesandthenbackatme,this

timeshelookedmestraightintheeye.

Cass:Aphiweboughtthem,wait,youdon’tbelieve

me?

Me:Ijusthaveanuneasyfeelingaboutthemthat’s

all.

Shelookedatme,quizzicallyasifaskinginher

mind“uneasyfeeling?Really?”.

Me:Ibelieveyoubabe.

Cass:mmh.

Me:hey,comehere…

Ibelievedher…andIkindafeltlikeanassnowfor

notbelievingherorAPhiwewhenhesaidhebought



theflowers.Ikissedthesideofherheadasweside

hugged.

Me:I’msorry.Ngaskeudeuphumeaphaman.

Cass:feelthesamewaytoo…butIhavetoswallow

nobakukrakrakangakanani,can’tputmylifeatrisk

likethatagain.

Me:Iknow.Andizobakhonauqalangomso…Ihave

togotoCanadatocloseoffthefranchisedeal.La

chapdoesn’twanttocloseoffthedealwithmy

businesspartners,ifunamnaubuqu.

Cass:yho,ubuyeninikengoku?

Me:Idon’treallyknow…butI’llcallyoueveryday.

Shedidn’trespond.

Me:haykalokusuqumba.

Cass:soifhecalledwhilewewereonvacation

wouldyouhaveuppedandleft?



Me:njanikodwawehadourphonesswitchedoff

andditchedinthebottomlesspitofyourtravelcase.

Cass:soyouwouldhavemissedthisbusiness

opportunity?

Me:kindof.

Cass:it’sayesbaby…yhommh.

Me:wellwhatmattersisthatIhaven’tmissedityet,

IhavebookedmyflightsoIwillcomeinthe

morningonmywaytotheairport.

Cass:kay.

Wesatinthatward,eachintheirownworld.

IwassadthatI’dbegoingtoanothercountry

leavingheresibhedlele,butthebusiness-worldis

mercilesswhenitcomestodeadlines.Lamjitajust

wantstolookmeintheeyeasIsignthedottedline,

andIunderstandhim,theyhavetrustissuesaba

bantu,theywantthingsdoneauthentically.Me

goingawayrightnowfeltlikeIdidn’tcareabouther,

orwhatshewasgoingthrough…maybenayethat’s



whatshethoughtqhauzixelelebaakazothethanto

yaz.
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#Lisakhanya

Ireallydidn’tknowthatAsandawasCassandra’s

sister…nowthatIknew,theydidlookmorealike.

Butthat’snotthepoint,pointis,Ididn’tknow.But

kethatdidn’tmeannowthatsheknowsaboutmy

relationshipwithhersisterweweregoingtostop…

afterItriedcallingCassandratomakeher

understandbutakavuma,Icalledhersister.

Asanda:hey?

Me:hey.

Webothwentsilent…Ihadalumpinmythroatso

clearedit.



Me:whydidn’tyoutellmeshe’syoursister?

Asanda:Lisa.

Me:youknewwhosheis,Itoldyoueverything

aboutyourhusbandevenifIdidn’tknowhe’syour

husbandbutthepointhereisthatyouknew.

Shedidn’tanswerme…

Me:whydidn’tyoutellme?

Asanda:Idon’tknow.

Me:youdon’tknow?

Asanda:Ijust…wheneveryoumentionedhernameI

didn’tconnectthedots,Ithoughtshe’dtellmewhen

sheencounterssuchthings.

Me:butAsandaItoldyou,indetail,everything.

Asanda:I’msorrybabe…guessIwasn’treally

payingmuchattentionatthetimeyouweretelling

me.



Me:wow.

Shesighed…

Asanda:I’msorry,really,Iam.

Me:it’scool.

Icouldtelltheresomethinggoingonwithher,she

reallywasn’tokay.Musthavehitherhardtorealize

thatyourmanhasactuallybeenhittingonyourlil

sister.

Me:souhm,whathappensnow?

Asanda:withus?

Me:yes.

Asanda:youcan’taskmethatrightnowbabe,like,

there’salotgoingon…Ihavealottoprocess.

Me:sointhemeantimendithinimna?



Shedidn’tanswer…

Me:Baby?

Asanda:canyoucometomyhotel?

Me:when?

Asanda:now…ifyoucan.

Me:sendmethelocation.

Asanda:okay.Seeyou.

Me:cheers.

Wehungup…Igotupandtookashower.

Gotout,andwenttofinethelaciestlingerieinmy

suitcase,thenIpulledoveradenimdress,wore

sneakersandgrabbedmyhandbagwhilecallingan

Uber.InfifteenminutesIwasonmywaytoher

hotelroom,andIknewI’mhavingapassionate

sleepoverthere.Irockedupemnyangweniwakhe



andknocked,sheopenedthedoorandmadeway.I

walkedrightinandthrewmybagonthecouchas

sheclosedthedoorandcametoripmyclothesoff.

IrippedhersoffandassoonasshenoticedwhatI

hadonunderneaththatdressshestoppedto

breathe…

Asanda:yousuredamndresseduptotheoccasion.

Me:areyoucomplaining?

Asanda:thefuckfor?

Shegrabbedthestraponmywasteasshepulled

metowardsher,ourlipssmashingtogether.We

werenotinlovethatverymomentbutwewere

exploringandadheringtoourlustfulneeds.She

wantedtohavesexsothatshecouldforget

everything,IwantedtohavesexsothatIfillthe

voidinside.Twodifferentpeople,twodifferent

motivesbutbothunderoneroofwithonemission

inmind.



Shepinnedmeagainstthewallandspreadmylegs

apart,Iimmediatelyreleasedamoanasmybody

reactedtohersensitivetouches.Herlipswere

gluedtomyneckasherhandworkedmagic

betweenmythighs,Igrabbedherassandpulledher

closertomybody.

Me:Imissedyou.

Asanda:don’ttalk.

Wekissedandmadeout,shecarriedmetobedand

bynowwewerebothfullynakedandwemadelove.

Forsomereasonshewasincontrolthistime

around,allthetimeI’veknownher,orrather,allthe

timeI’vehadsexualintercoursewithher,Ihave

beentheonceincontrolinthebedroom.But,I

wasn’tcomplaining…oncewehadexhaustedallour

energy(andlust)wecuddled.Iwasontop,myhead

betweenherbreasts.



Asanda:Iloveyou…Ijustneedtimetoprocess

everythingthathashappened.

Me:meaning?

Asanda:IaccidentallyshotCassandra,andshe’s

nowinhospitalfightingforherlife.

Me:accidentally?

Asanda:yes.

Iliftedmyheadandlookedather…whydidn’tI

believeher?

Shesatup…

Asanda:believemeitwasamistake,Iwouldnever

dothat.

Me:whatprovokedyou?Imean,she’sYOURsister.

Asanda:Iwasmad,angryatmyselfmostlythatI

didn’tseeallofthiscoming.Andontheotherhand,



shewasupsetthatIseemedtohavechosenaman

overher,kantiit’snotevenlikethat.

Me:didyoutellherthat?

Asanda:Idon’tknowhowtofaceher,evennowI’m

headingbackhome.Ican’tlookherintheeye.

Me:youhavetoreachout,atsomepoint.

Shewipedatear…

Me:Casshasagoodheartindalo,she’llforgiveyou

aslongasyouswallowyourprideandapologizeto

her.

Asanda:yeah,Iknow.

Wecuddledsalala.

Inthemorning,wediditagainthenIaccompanied

hertotheairport,whensheboarded,Iwentbackto

myplace.AssoonasIgothome,myboyfriend

called.



Me:baby?

Him:hey,Imissyou.Whereyouat?

Me:I’mhome,whereyouat?

Him:I’monmyway…canwedobreakfast?

Me:sure,howlongwillittakeyoutogethere?

Him:abouttwohoursmax.

Me:ayt,seeyou.

Him:cheers.

Iquicklybathed,gotdolledupandwaitedformy

guytocomethrough.Whilewaiting,Igotacallfrom

home…

Me:helloma?

Mama:hellononowam,unjani?

Me:ndiphililemama,unjaniwena?



Mama:ndiphililenam,uphinasisi?

Me:ndisendlinimama,justwokeup.

Mama:that’sgoodtohear,ndisendlelenieza

kwelocalake,maybewecandobrunch?

Me:ofcoursema,noneedtoask.

Mama:haykalokunisukenibebusykakhulusoI

havetoask.

Me:haymama,yhizaakhongxaki.

Mama:surekemntanam.

Assoonaswehungup,Icalledmyboyfriend.

Him:baby?

Me:hey,canweratherdodinner?Mymomisin

townandshewantsustodobrunch.

Him:hau!

Hewasupset…



Me:I’msorrybabe.

Him:haymfethu,canIatleastcomethroughand

justseeyouke?

Me:ewebaby.

Him:thisissodisappointing.

Me:IknowandI’msorry,look,I’llspendthe

weekendwithyou.Okay?

Him:youalwayshavesomethingcomeupLisa

wheneverIsuggestthat.

Me:yhohayikebabyufunandithini?

Him:IwanttoseeYOURcommitmentinthis

relationship,isthattoomuchtoask?

Me:butIamcommitted.

Him:areyou?Really?

Isighed…arewereallygonnafightsoearlyinthe

morning?



Him:youalwaysputotherpeoplefirstandIhaveto

beokaywiththat.Always.

Me:mymomisnototherpeople.

Him:youknowverywellthatthisisnotaboutyour

momthough.

Me:okayfine,I’msorry.

Hesaid“mnxim”andhungup…kantingubani

ofounileyoapha?

Icalledhimagain,hetookhistimeansweringthis

time.

Him:Lisa?

Me:oh,andisengobabyngoku?

Hedidn’tanswerme…



Me:areyoustillcoming?

Him:didn’tyousaywe’remeetingfordinner?

Me:butyousaidyou’dcome,justtoseeme…like

now?

Him:nah,I’llpickyouuptonight.

Me:babypleasedon’tdothis…Ialsomissyou,

nobakeyifiveminutes?

Him:I’llsee.

Me:canyouseewhiledrivingthisway?

Him:bye.

Me:baby?

Hehungup…

Isatonmybedsulking…

Inaboutfifteenminutes,Iheardaknockonmydoor,

gotupandopenedandtherewastheman.Sulking

himself.Ihuggedhimasweclosedthedoor.



Him:youmademedriveallthewayhereknowing

fullywellthatyouhaveplans?

Me:I’msorry.

Him:you’renotsorry.

Ikissedhischeekandhesmiled,hishandsonmy

hips.

Him:Ireallydon’tlikewhatyou’redoing,seriously.

Me:Iamsorrybabe,Ipromise…ourrelationship

comesfirstfromnowon.

Him:promise?

Ikissedhislips,hebitmylipsandthatledtoour

clothesflyingacrosstheroom.

Yes,wehadmakeupsexwhilepassingtimeformy

mothertoarrive,heknewhisstoryandasmuchasI



lovedAsanda,Iwasn’tgonnadumpmyboyfriend

forher.Thisguyhadmybackwhennooneelse

wasthereforme,andmorethanthat,hereally

lovedme.
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Ileftthehospitalfeelingallsortsofuncomfortable,

Istillcouldn’tpindownwhy.Therewassomething

offwithCassandratodaybutshewasjusttoogood

inhidingit,Ididn’twannapushbutIstillhadabad

feelingaboutthoseroses.Honestlyspeaking.I

drovetoSandile’splaceandcalledhim

sendiphandle…

Sandile:ola?

Me:uphi?

Sandile:ndikwam,uzandithini?

Me:I’moutside.

Sandile:yeke!Hlalapho.



Thenhehungup.

IknewhewaspayingmebackforwhatIdidto

thembutunlikeme,he’sgotaverysoftheart.I

turnedoffmyignitionandwaitedforhimcozIknew

uzandivulelaanyway…myphonevibrated,hewas

calling

Me:Sandile?

Sandile:didyoucallxausizakwam?

Me:amIsupposedtocall?

Sandile:andiyocherrieyakhoNkosinathi,youdon’t

justrockupandtellmeyou’reoutside.

Me:alright…zuvulekexaucingile.

Sandile:uzopholakwedini,yerrifikemsinyalemini.

Ilaughedathimashehungup…itwasn’tlongwhen

Isawhisgirlfriendopeningthegate,IlaughedasI

drovein.Parkedinthedrivewayandwalkedtothe



frontdoor…shegreetedmeanddisappearedto

anotherroomleavingussijamelene,well

bendingajamangamnaiyindodayakheejamileyo.

Sandile:itcanonlybegirlfriendstressthatbrings

youhereunjena.

Me:khandipheamanzi.

Sandile:youmeanwhiskey?

Me:water,I’mtravelingk’sasaIcan’tdrinkalcohol.

Sandile:shem.

Hewenttothefridgeandbroughtmebottled

water…thenjoinedmeonthecouch.

Sandile:whathappened?

Me:Icheatedonher,shefoundout.

Sandile:whatwereyouthinking?Womenalways

findoutaboutthesethings.



Me:Idon’tknowwhatIwasthinking.

Helookedatmeinunbelief…

Me:undixolelemfethu,like,shedidbutnowIfeel

likethere’ssomethingshe’shidingfromme.

Sandile:youbelievedherwhenshesaidshe

forgaveyou?

Me:Istillbelievehermfethu,Ireallydo.

Sandile:thenyou’remorestupidthanIactually

thought,womendon’tforgivemfethu,bayaphindisa

andwhentheydo,uzohambeucholaamaphepha

kodwanguweoqalileyo.

Ididn’tanswerhim…

Sandile:whatareyoususpecting?

Me:uses’bhedlelemos,shewasshot…longstory

short,Ihadtorushhertothehospitalbecauseher

woundwasbleeding.SoIfoundrosesnexttoezi



flowersbendimthengelezonaandwhenIasked

aboutthemumtshanawakhesaidzithengwenguye

butthere’ssomethingoffaboutthem.

Sandile:youthinkshe’sseeingsomeoneelse?

Me:Ithinksomeoneelsemighthaveboughtthem,

andIsuspectlagqirhawakhe.

Sandile:butugqirhaisnotallowedtohaveany

relationshipwithhispatient.

Me:exactlymythoughts,butIcan’tputitpasthim.I

don’tknowwhy.

Wesatthereinsilence…

Sandile:hehmfethu,angayenzalontolamntana?

Like,nyhani?

Me:Idon’tknowSandilemfethu,shewashurtwhen

shefoundoutIcheatedonhersoshecouldact

kubaesehurtbutIknowshe’dneverdothatinher

rightminds.



Sandile:whodidyoucheatwith?

Me:that’snotimportant.

Sandile:ngulaNthabiseng.Ndiyaxoka?

Ikeptquiet…

Sandile:Iknewit.

Me:itwasamistake,thatIregretnangoku.

Sandile:ItoldyoutotellMas’xlamtanauyamdlala…

Me:I’mnotgonnadothat,makazibonele.

Sandile:IunderstandmfethuandIwon’tpush,

ningamadodanobabiniandniyayaziintoeni

yenzayo…andndiyakubonamfethuikuphethe

kakubileeway.

Me:iyandistress’abra.AndI’mgoingtoCanada

ngomsokuyoyonkelonto.

Sandile:doyouwantmetokeepaneyeonher?See

whatIcanfind?



Me:whatifsheseesyouathiuyam’stalkeror

ndimlandelisangabantusothatmeansIdon’ttrust

herkodwaikwandimommoshileyo?

Sandile:awundithembanganaNkomfethu?Why

wouldIsabotageyoundizibhaqise?

Me:mfethu,thisisnoteasykwaukuyicinga

kwamna.NdiyamthandalamntanaSandilebra,

ndimthandanyhani.

Wathula…

Me:Iwouldn’treallyblameherifshefoundcomfort

insomeoneelsebutunlikeanyoneI’veeverdated,

she’sonethatI’dfightfor.Idon’treallycarewhat

arethecostskodwatrustmemfethu,Icannotand

willnotloseher.

Sandile:ndiyakuvamfethu.

HayuCassandraakanondenzelalontokodwa.



Me:khayekemfethundihambe…dowhatyoucan

do,angakubhaqiqhaotherwisekuyaw’bekuphele

umzi.

Sandile:ndithembemfethu,I’llneverdoanythingto

jeapordizeyourrelationship.Ihateseeingthisside

ofyounobakendingakuthukandithini.

Ipickedmyselfupandwalkedoutthedoor,nigga

walkedmetomycar,wehuggedasIlefthishouse

anddrovetomyplace.Ndafikaandpackedmy

bags,madefood,hadukutyaandjustlayonmybed.

IdecidedtocallCass…hayIhaduvalo

olungavumiyotuuphela,themoreIthinkaboutthe

tenseatmospherewehadearlier,themore

everythingjustmadesensengalelogicndinayo.

Cass:baby?

Me:hey…

Cass:hey…utheniwadownkangaka?



Isighed…

Me:Idon’tknow.

Cass:areyounervousaboutyourtrip?

Me:IthinkI’mnervousaboutleavingyou

esibhedlele,Imean,asyourboyfriendI’msupposed

tobetherewithyou.

Cass:butkalokuyou’renotjustmyboyfriend.

You’reabusinessmanaswell.

Ndathula…

Cass:don’tworryaboutitbaby,I’llbefineandI

understandlemaliyezibaecationayiveliizizeleyou

havetoworkforit.

Me:baby?

Cass:mh?



Me:there’ssomethingbotheringmeandIjust

wannaclearmyconsciousnotthatIdon’ttrustyou

butit’sbotheringme.Okay?

Cass:oh-kay

Isatup…

Me:what’sgoingon?

Cass:where?

Me:withus?

Cass:lasttimeIchecked,nothingwasreallygoing

onbesidesusbeinginarelationship.OramI

missingsomething?

Me:babyngokubendilaphoyouseemedtoohappy

formetogo,andIknowyousaidthatyournephew

boughtyoutherosesbutumoyawamawuvumitu.

KwenzekantoniCassandra?

Cass:okay,pleasemakemeunderstandthis…you

tellmethatuyahambaforabusinesstrip,andyou



expectedmetocry?

Me:noIdidn’t,butyouwerejusttoohappybaby

andnaweyoucouldn’thideit.

Cass:suhambakeNkosinathi.

Me:youknowandizokwaziungahambi.

Cass:kantiufunandithike?

Ndathula…herreactionwasreallysendingredflags

inmyhead.

Cass:xauzond’bonak’sasapleasebuymethepink

andwhiteroses,ziyafaezizilapha,andinsteadof

chocolatepleasebuymeabooktoreadfor

xandidiniwekubukelaiimovies.

Me:ba-

Cass:ohand,pleasebringmeyourhotwaterbottle,

itgetscoldhereatnight.



Isighed…shewasdoingthisdeliberatelyngoku

ayaziyoukubaandizokwaziukuzanazozonkeezi

zintoathethangazo.Shewasjustthrowingmeoff

onpurpose.

Cass:hello?

Me:I’mstillhere.

Cass:dudewhat’swrong?What’sbotheringyoule

ikwenzaundidoubt’eallofasudden?

Me:babyasizangesanqatyelwancoko,nomatter

howmanydayswespendtogether,ngoku

bendizokubonakwavelakwathulekanjengathi

mntungamnyeukwiingcingazakhe.Thatdoesn’t

botheryou?

Cass:whatbothersmeisthatI’minahospitalbed

kodwaabanyeabantwanabayafunda.Qha.

Me:I’msorry,Iknowakhangeuziceleleukubalapho.

Cass:exactly,akhangendizicelelebutI’mhereandI

havetoputonabravefacenakuwekemvanjeso

thatndingacaciukubaI’mhurtingbecauseitmight



makeyouwonderhowcommittedIamkwi

relationshipyethu.

Me:babythat’snotwhatIsaid.

Cass:Igetit,Ireallydoandit’sokaywethu.

Me:Babe?

Cass:look,gotoCanadaandletmerecover.

Hopefullybythetimeyoureturnndizobe

sendiphumileaphabecauseIfeellikeevenifyoudo

trustme(whichI’venevergivenareasonnotto)but

yousomehowdonottrustlendawondikuyo.

Me:Ididn’tsayIdon’ttrustyou.

Cass:butyou’remakingmefeellikeI’vebeen

dishonestwithyouorratherinthisrelationship.

Me:lasttimeIcheckedwewereopenandhonestin

thisrelationship,sobecauseofthatIhavetotell

youxandinezintoezindenzandingafeel’Iright.

Likewisewithyou.

Cass:sotherosesmakeyouuncomfortable?Isthat

whatyou’resaying?

Me:yes.BecauseIdidn’tbuyyouroses,andIhave



astrongfeelingthatuAphiwedidn’tbuyyouroses

tooqhahewastryingtocoverupsomething.

Cass:yintonikebabeisomething?

Me:yilentondingayaziyobabe.

Cass:okayfine,I’lldisposethem.

Me:why?

Cass:becausetheymakeyouuncomfortable.

Me:youdon’tgetthepoint,doyou?

Cass:Idon’tthinkyougetityazbaby,butasIsaid

before,it’sokay.

Therewasreallynopointofthisconversation…she

wasn’tbudgingandIdidn’thaveproofofwhatIwas

feeling,Ihadnolegtostandon.

Me:Iloveyou.

Cass:wow.

Me:ukuthethangentoengandihlelisangakakuhle



doesn’tmeanIloveyouanyless,ndiyakuthanda

andthatisnotgonnachange.

Cass:okay.

Me:ulalekakuhle.

Cass:travelsafe.

Me:enkosi.

Ihungup…Ihaveafeelingthatwehungupatthe

sametimethough.Uyazaziiiredflags?Mnk.
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Ithinkndiyendalalelakulontoyocingalento

ndiyivayo,whenIwokeup,Ipreparedformytrip

andleft.InasmuchasIwouldhavelovedtosee

herbeforendihambeIjustdecidednotto,Iwent

straighttotheairport,flewtoCanadaand

proceededwithmybusiness.Aftersigningwiththe

franchiseownerwewentontoabiggerdealand

that’swherewespentmostoftheday,IknewI

wouldn’tbereachableasyetbecauseIhadnot

activatedmyCanadiannumber,somyworkmode



wasactivated.Isinglehandedlyclosedoffthree

moredeals,inonedaywhilethetwinswent

togethertocloseoffaclubdeal.Wegatheredinmy

hotelroomtocelebrate…

Khanya:youorderedaMoet?

Me:it’scelebrationtime,whynot?

Khanya:uy’thandaunjeimali,you’renotoneto

celebratebeforeweseethedigitsinthebank.

Khaya:khamyekemfondiniyho.

Khanya:haysukahe’sgotwomenstresslo.

Khaya:hahaha!!Haike,andingenindawo.

Me:Khanyamfethuhlukananam.

Khanya:butI’mright,right?

Me:yes,you’reright.

Theybothlookedateachotherwithoutsayinga

word…



Me:Ithinkndishay’wangestinagents.

Khanya:whydoyousay?

Inarratedthestorytothem….

Khaya:andyoucamehere,leavingwhosoeveris

buyingherroseswithher?Soveleubanikaichance

todolentoyabo?

Khanya:urightwenamfethu,you’renotgivingthem

achancetodoanythingtheydon’twannado.

You’remerelycarryingonwithYOURlife,akho

businesszizakumajustbecauseawomanchooses

tobeungratefulandunfaithful.

Khaya:KhanyauyamvaphofuutaNkooryou’rejust

talkingtosoundrelevant?

Khanya:ndimvilemosbauthihecheatedfirst,she

saidsheforgavehim…kengokuyintoniemenza

ukubaacheat’ewhenshesaidsheforgavehim?xa

ezaziukubaakaxolangasheshouldhavejust



dumpedhimqha.

Khaya:mh.

Nowthattheywerequiet,Ichippedinmytwo

cents…

Me:IamherebecauseIhadtobehere.

Khaya:okay,you’redonehere.Hambake?

Me:nah,nothere.

Khaya:whynot?

Me:Ineedabreak,I’mtired.

Khanya:Iknowyousaidyoustillloveherbutdo

youstillwanttobeinthatrelationshipwithher?

Me:that’swhatIwanttoestablish,IknowIcame

heresayingewendisafunabutnowthatI’mhere,I

havetothinkaboutthat.Like,reallythinkaboutit.

Khaya:thenweneedtogiveyoutime,youneed

timetoweighyouroptions.Nguweumntu



othandananaye,thinaiingcebisozethudon’treally

matter.Thefinaldecisionlieswithyou.

Me:thanksgents.

Wellwesomahaddinner,drankthatbottleofMoet

incelebrationofourwinningsandsigningsthen

theywenttheirseparateways.Iwasleftalonein

myhotelroom,Idrankmorealcoholthewholenight

becauseIknewIhadnoothermeetingsfollowing

day.Iwasamandrinkinghissorrowsaway,in

peace,inaforeigncountry.Iwokeupthefollowing

daywithloadsofmessagesfromherkuWhatsApp,

askingndihambenjani,whyaremyphoneson

voicemail…sheleftloadsofvoicenotes.Iwentto

shower,brushedmyteethandthenordered

breakfast…thenIcalledher

Cass:Cassandraspeaking,hello?

Me:hey.

Cass:Nkosinathi?Wow,hey.



Me:Ijustsawyourmessages,sorryIdidn’tcall

yesternight,Igotbusy.

Cass:Icanimagine…yousoundtired.Youokay?

Me:I’mcool.Yougood?

Wathula…

Me:babe?

Cass:I’mokay…ndiyakukhumbulaqha.Ingathi

kudalaumnkile.

Me:ndiyakukhumbulanam…

Cass:but?

Me:Istillfeellikethere’ssomethingyou’rehiding

frommeandIdon’tknowhowtofeelaboutthat.

Shesighed…

Me:I’mnotplanningafighthere,I’mjustbeing



honestwithyou.

Cass:Iunderstand,andI’msorry.

Me:forwhat?

Cass:forwhatI’mabouttotellyou.

Ifroze….

Suddenlyndavelandabila…justintimeasmyfood

wasdelivered.

Me:oh-kay.

Cass:goodnewsfirstorbadnews?

Me:badk’qala.

Cass:okay…Ikissedanotherman.

Me:who?When?

Cass:mydoctor…Imean,thedoctor.

Me:wow.

Cass:andyes,heboughtmetheroses,Ijustdidn’t



wanttoupsetyou.

Me:why?

Cass:Idon’tknow.

Me:youdon’tknowwhyyoukissedhimorwhyhe

boughtyouroses?Butyouacceptedthemandlied

straighttomyfacewithoutevenblinkingtwice.

Wathula…

Me:babyyoudidn’tlieonce,youcontinuedtolieto

metryingbyallmeanstomakemefeelstupid

ndibendikuxelelawhatI’mfeeling.

Cass:Ididn’ttrybyallmeanstomakeyoufeel

anywayratherthanthatIjustwantedyoutofeel

whatIfeltwhenIfoundoutaboutyouand

Nthabiseng.

Me:soyoudidn’tforgiveme,youwerejustplaying

mindgames?

Cass:youwantanhonestanswerbabe?



Me:hehhaikengoku.Areweplayingmindgames

now,again?

Cass:okay.Truthis,Iforgaveyou,butwhenhe

madeadvancesIdidn’tseetheneedtonot

entertainhim…hemademefeelgood.

Me:areyouhappynow?

Cass:canwemoveontothegoodnews?

Me:beforethat,areyouhappynowthatthescores

aresettled?

Cass:notreally…

Me:why?

Cass:it’snotlikeIcheatedonyou…Ionlykissed

theguy.

Me:andthatshouldmakemefeelbetter?

Cass:no,butbabe…Ididn’tsleepwithhim,atleast

thatshouldcountforsomething.

Hehe!



HayIknewthatexactmomentayikhointoyokuthi

umntuuyamazi,tothinkthatsheliedstraighttomy

facewithoutblinkingtwice,withnoconscious,

nothing.Sheblatantlyliedwithastraightfaceand

nowshethinksakufanibecauseshedidn’tsleep

withthedoctor?

Me:sowhatdowedonow?

Cass:andiwuvalombuzowakho.

Me:Cassandrayoujustadmittedtomethatyou

havebeenfrolickingyourdoctor,whoboughtyou

therosesinyourroomrightnowandyouexpectus

tojustcontinueasifnothinghappened?Asifallis

well?

Cass:oh…sowhatdoyousuggestwedo?

Me:Idon’tthinkwewanttobeinthisrelationship

altogether,maybeweshouldjusttakeabreakand

reevaluate.

Wathulaagain…



Me:obuyakwamI’llbringtherestofyourthings.

Cass:wait…helpmeunderstandthis:youcheated

withyourexandIforgaveyou,Ikissedamanand

you’redumpingme?

Me:itsnotaboutthekiss…itsaboutyoubeing

comfortableinspeakingliesstraighttomyface.

Cass:butyouwerealsonotupfrontwithyour

cheating,Ihadtohearitfromher!

Me:butwhenyouasked,Iconfessed!That’sthe

differencebetweenus,Ididn’tlietoyou,Iadmitted

mymistake…wenayouliedtomemeaningitwasn’t

amistake,youwereintentional.

Cass:sothat’sit?

Me:yes…I’msorrybuthayshameIcan’t.Idon’t

wannawonderwhatelseyou’relyingtomeabout

everytimewehaveaconversation.

Cass:you’renotevenwillingtotry?

Me:nobabe,I’msorry.



Cass:hm…okay.

Me:seeyouwhenIcomeback.

Cass:kay.

IhungupandIfeltmyeyespricklyastearscame

outofthecorners…IknewIwasn’tseeingthings,I

wasn’tbeingstupidorunreasonable.Myinstinct

neverliestomeitwasn’tgonnastartnow.Aftera

fewminutesIcollectedmyselfandcalledSandile…

Sandile:ntwana!

Me:abortmission.

Sandile:heh?

Me:Cassandrahasconfessedtomysuspicionsso

dropwhateverdiggingyouweregonnado.

Sandile:soyouwereright?Lachapiyamfumana?

Me:khayekabra,I’lltalktoyouobuyakwam.

Sandile:hardemfethu.



Me:shontwana.

Ihungup…

ItisonlyafterthatphonecallthatIremembered

shealsohadsomegoodnewstoshare…soIcalled

herback,justoutofcuriosity.Andsheanswered.

Cass:mh?

Me:youhadgoodnewstoshare?

Cass:no,I’mgood.

Me:Iknowyou’regood,butyouwantedtosharethe

goodnewswithme,youcanstillshare.

Cass:Inolongerwannasharethemwithyoukaloku

ngokuso…

Me:usure?

Cass:prettymuch.

Me:okaythen,cheers.

Cass:sharp.



Shehungup…

YouknowIexpectedthoseloooongtextsze

breakupiminiyonkebutandafumananenye,like

shedidn’tevencontestthebreakup.Ifeltusedand

tossedintotherubbishbin.Ikeptoncheckingmy

phone,socialmediaaccounts,nothing.Noupdate,

noinboxyezithuko…nothing.Iwon’tlie,Iwas

disappointed.Ithoughtshe’dreactinamuch

emotionalwaythanthiscoldone…butthen,itis

whatitis.Right?
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Ispentaboutthreeweeks,closetoamonthin

Canada.Knowingthatshe'sinhospitalwasn't

reasonenoughformetorushhome,shewasno

longermyresponsibilitynow.Thedoctorcantake

careofherallhewants...Iactuallydidn'tgivearats

asswhathappenedtoherbecausekucacilethat

she'svile.Worsepartofthisisthefactthatshe

didn'tapologize,shedidn'tseemremorsefulonebit.



Yes,Icheatedbutwhenshefoundout,I

apologized...Imightnothavedoneitimmediately,

butIeventuallydid.Ididn'tcontinuelyingtoher

faceasifshe'sstupid...Irespectedhertosome

extent.

WhenIeventuallydecidedtogobacktoSouth

Africa,Ijustdecidedtostartatthehospital

ndiyobonalechap,IknewthatCasscouldhave

beenreleasedalready.Ijustwantedtoseetheguy

andmaybehearhisintentionsngoCassandra...I'm

notreallysurebutIdrovethere,parkedandwalked

uptothereceptiondesk.

Receptionist:Hellosir,howcanIhelpyou?

Me:I’mlookingforDrSirhonyi.

Receptionist:ohhe’snotavailablesir.

Me:whenwillhewillbeavailable?

Receptionist:Ican'treallysay,buthe'snotbooked

forthisweekatall.



Me:heonlycomestoworkwhenhe'sbooked?

Receptionist:hedoesn’tworkhere,he’sonly

availablehereoncallsir,canItakeamessagefor

himandpassitonwhenhecomesaround?

Me:sohe’snotaresidentdoctor?

Receptionist:nosir,DrSirhonyihashisown

practice.Heonlycomesinwhenhe'scalledfor

specialcases.

Me:whereishisownpracticelocated?

Receptionist:here’shisbusinesscardsir,youcan

callhim.

Me:thankyou…

Shegavemethecard,Itookitandwalkedbackout.

Drovetomyplaceandwentupstairstostart

packingimpahlazikaCassezibezishiyekileonlyto

findthemgone.Ilookedeverywhere,therewasno

traceofher,notevenanearringsoIcalledAsenathi

kubandiyazithatshe’sgotthegateremoteandI

knewthatCasshadherownsparekeyforthefront



door.

Asenathi:someoneisbackintown.

Me:yep,unjani?

Asenathi:I’mrelaxedandhappilyengaged,wena

unjani?

Me:I’mgreat.

Asenathi:yousoundgreat.

Ichuckled.

Me:listen,didyoubyanychancecometomyplace

whileIwasgone?

Asenathi:nobutCasscametofetchtheremote

ndamnikashewantedimpahlazakheutheunaso

esasemnyango.Butuyewayibuyisasameday.

Me:oohokay,haikesharp.

Asenathi:sho,uzaw’zaniningapha?



Me:ndizojikelatoday.

Asenathi:sharpke.

Ihungup…wentbackdownstairs,grabbedmykeys

andassoonasItookastepoutside,Idecidednot

to.Iwasgonnagofetchmykeyfromher…so

insteadofdrivingalltheway,Icalledher.Itrangfor

longandshedidn'tansweruntilitwenttovoice

mail,butIcalledagain,sheanswered...Whispering.

Cass:Nkosinathi?

Me:whyareyouwhispering?

Cass:becauseI’minclass.

Me:oh…sorry.

Cass:ufunantoni?

Me:mykey?

Cass:underyourwelcomemat.Frontdoor.

Me:oh,thanks.



Cass:sharp.

Me:areyo-

Thenshehungup.

Thatshithurt,itcutdeep.

Iswallowedthatlumpandwalkedbacktothedoor,

foundmykeyunderthematasshesaid.Iwent

backtomycouchkwangonaingenayoyonkelento.

Me:sonyhaniwebrokeup?Njekanjalo?

Ndavelandayintoethethayodwa…

Me:andshedidn’tevenfightforus?

Ireallydidn'texpectlendlelaizintoziphelengayo...

NowthatI'mback,Ididn'tevenhavethatIDC

attitudeanymore.IknewdeepdownthatIstillloved



herandforsomereasonIwantedtogotoherand

pleadthatwemakethingsright...Iwantedtofight

forusbutthefactthatsheliedkeptonspringingup

tothefrontofmyhead.Howcouldshebesochilled

exoka?Fuck!

Iavoidedgoinganywherenearhercampusorher

placeforamonth,eventuallywenttoPretoriafor

abouttwoweeksandCapeTownforthreeweeks

meaningforthreemonths(plus)Ididn'tseeher.I

decidedthatitwasreallyoverandthistimearound

bendingafunikwantoezandidibanisanamantombi,

allIvowedtodowastogrindharderandmake

moneyqha,moneymademehappyeventhoughI

couldn'tcuddleitatnightbutitsuremademe

happy.That'safact.Wepreparedforumtshatoka

Asenathi...Shesentoutinvitationsandontheday

oftheweddingIrockedupwithmyfriends,nogirls

insight.AsAsenathiothandaiindabashelookedat

meandcalledmeaside...



Me:what'sup?

Asenathi:pleasedon'ttellmeyoubrokeupwithher.

Me:Idid.

Asenathi:why?

Me:wecheatedoneachother,brokethetrust.

Asenathi:she'dnevercheatonyouunlessyou

cheatedonherfirst.

Me:whatdifferencedoesthatmake,pointis,we

bothbrokethetrustinthatrelationshipandwe

calleditquits.

Asenathi:wow,andyou'resochilledaboutit.

Yenzekeninilento?

Me:whileIwasinCanada...Threemonthsago.

Shedidn'tanswermebutshelookedupset...Well

shewasupset,sheleftmestandingthereand

walkedbacktoherpeople.Itwasnolongerhurting

ngokusoIdidn'tgiveAF.



Seconddayofthewedding,whichwastraditional

weddingIwassenttoGreenacrestobuyizintothat

wereshortforukupheka...Bonkeoomakazibethu

werehome,kuphekabonanefriendszabo.Itwas

pasdt12,droveoutandwenttogetezizinto...I

boughteverything,ndayozifakainmycarthenI

wentbacktograbmyselfsomethingtoeatonthe

way,andthenIbumpedontoCassandraandhis

sisters:Siki,CindyandOnele.Myeyeslockedwith

Cindy'seyesandIfelthatredinthere...Hereyes

werefuming,Iswallowedhardandgreetedthem...

Me:molweni.

Siki:Nko,usharp?

SikiandOneleresponded...Justthetwoofthem.

Me:ndisharpsisiunjani?

Siki:allgood...Kuhleukubona.

Me:Kuhleukunibonanani.Cass?



Cass:Nkosinathi.

Me:urigh-

Andthenmyeyesfellontoherbelly...Shewas

pregnantandshowing.Eventhoughitwasn'tbig

butitwasshowing.Ndavelandanesifuthufuthu.I

lookedather,shedidn'tblinkonebitshejustlooked

atmewiththat"what'syourgame"attitude.

Me:you'repregnant?

Cass:yesandbye...Masambeniguys.

Shetriedtowalkaway,Igrabbedherwristandher

sisterjumpedin.

Cindy:don'tyoudare!

Iimmediatelyletgoofherhand...



Me:I'msorry...Canwetalk,fiveminutes?

Cindy:wedon'thavefiveminutestospareyou.You

knowwhereshelives,youknowhercampus...Find

hertherewhenwe'renotthere.

Me:Cindyplease.

Cindy:hayfokof,getlostorgobacktoCanada.

You'renotneededhere.

ShepulledCassandra'sarmandtheyallwalked

away...Icouldn'tbelievewhatIjustsaw.Even

thoughCassmighthavelookedatmewiththat

"what'syourgame"facebutIcouldtellwhenher

sistershutmedownshegotupsetbutkeshe

couldn'tstandupforme...Orshedidn'twantto.

Andiyazi.

Ididn'tevenbuylentobendizoyithenga,Ijustwent

backtomycaranddrovehome.Iminiyonke

ndingulowokeunengcwangu...Untilpasteightin



theeveningndazincamaanddrovetoherplace,I

knewIwouldneverbeabletosleep

ndingathethanganaye.Istoppedatthegateand

calledher...Shetookhertimebutsheanswered.

Cass:Nkosinathi?

Me:ndcelauphumeorundivuleleIneedtotalkto

you.

Cass:I'minbedalready,what'ssourgent?

Me:bab-Cassandraplease.

Cass:yintonileingakasizothethangayonowallof

asudden?Youbrokeupwithmethreemonthsago.

Remember?

Me:who'sthefather?

Cass:that'snoneofyourbusiness.

Me:Cassandrawho'sthefatherofthatbabyyou're

carrying?

Cass:I'mcarryingthebaby,right?Sowena

uhluphekandawni?



Ifeltmychestclosingin...Shewasjusttryingto

tickmeoff.Deliberately.

Me:Cassandra?

Cass:Nkosinathi,ndcelaulalakwamtorho.I'm

writingatestngomso.

Me:thequestionisverysimple,ndikuyeke.

Cass:andIansweredyou,ungenaphi?Ndim

omithiyo,notyou,notNthabisengandcertainlynot

yoursister.Ungenaphikengoku?

Ihungup.

IwasangrybecauseIknewshe'scarrying

umntanam...Thesewerethegoodnewsshe

wantedtosharewithmebeforeIbrokeupwithher

andnowshewasgonnauselomntanatopunishme.

Ndingabikhoebominibomntana...Inhis

development.That'stheonlyexplanation...And

maybethat'swhathersistersadvivedhertodo.I



startedmycaranddroveoff...

Me:ndizobuya...Ifthat'smychildI'mgonnabe

involved,onewayortheother.

Again,I'mtalkingtomyself.

Iyanqwakuzisanyhaniintoyerelationshipsmos.

Idrovetooneofmynearbyclubsndanxilakwasa

phandle,acabwascalledformeandittookmy

homendafikandalalaononeofthecouches.

Utywalabaphelaentlokotowardsthelateafternoon

approachingevening...

Iwenttobath,cleanedupanddrovetoherplace

again.AsIdrovecloser,acarwasdrivingoutsoI

waitedforitthenIdroveinrightafterit.Parkedand

walkeduptoherdoor,locked.SoIcalledher

becausesheshouldhavealreadybeenoutofclass

bythen...



Cass:I'mgonnablockyoukesanaif

uzandihlukumezainmyownphonekanjena.

Me:I'matyourplace,thoughtwecouldtalkngoku

kuseminisinceyoucouldn'ttalklastnight.

Cass:I'mnothome.

Me:I'vealreadyestablishedthat,ndilaphae

mnyango.Whattimewillyoubeback?

Cass:Iwillnotbeback.

Iswearmyheartstoppedbeating...Souzoouta

nomntanam?Whatthefuck?

Me:pardon?

Cass:Iwillnotbeback.

Me:why?

Cass:that'snoneofyourbusiness.

Me:Cassandra?



Cass:Nkosinathi.

Me:awuzobuyauzoyaphi?

Cass:that'snoneofyourbusiness,asstatedbefore.

Me:sothat'showit'sgonnabenow?

Cass:that'showit'sbeenforthelastthreemonths

babe,I'velearnttosurviveinyourabsenceandI've

realizedthatIcanactuallydoit.

Me:okayfine...Thenpleaseanswermethisone

questionndikuyeke.

Cass:shoot.

Me:amIthefather?

Cass:no.

Me:areyousure?

Cass:that'sasecondquestion.

Me:fuckitmanCassandrajustanswerthedamn

question,areyousurena?BecauseifI'mthefather,

Idemandtobeinvolvedinmychild'slife.Youcan't

useumntanamtogetbacktome,akangenindawo

kukwahlukanakwethu.



Cass:gohome,takeacigarandaglassofwhiskey

ontherocks,blowoffsomesteamandgotobed.

Thenshehungup...

Iwalkedbacktomycar..Gotinandstartedthe

engine,onlytorealizethatIdidn'thaveindlela

yophuma...Igotoutofthecarandwenttoknockin

oneoftheflatsclosertothegatendacelauvulelwa

andtheladywaskindenough.Idroveoutandwent

toSandile'splace...Iparkedonhisfrontgatebut

beforeIevencalledhim,Idecidedtojustdrive

home.Therewasnothinghecoulddoformeright

now.
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WhenIgothomeIdidn’tknowwhethertocook,go

tothegymorjusttakethatcigarandwhiskeyshe

suggestedinsarcasmtoblowoffthissteam.Isat

downonthestoopwithbottledwatertryingtothink

howI’mgonnadothis…Iwasnowevenmore

convincedthatshe’scarryingmychild.Believed



herwhenshesaidsheonlykissedthedoctor,I

honestlybelievedherandjudgingbyubuncinci

besisunyhaniithadtobemine.Somehowinallof

this,Ifeltlikeshewasalsohurting,ekugqibeleni

kwevoiceyakhewhileweweretalkingonthephone

eventhoughshekeptonshuttingmeout,Ifeltlike

shewashurting.Itextedher…becauseIknewshe’s

notgonnaanswermycallnow.

“Cassplease,allIwannadoisbethereforyouand

thechild,yess/hemightnotnecessarilyneedme

rightnowbutyouwill.Thedoctor’sappointments,

medication,cravings?Please.Iwanttodoallofthat,

whens/he’sbornIwanttoplaymypartevenif

we’renottogetherbutpleasedonotshutmeoutof

mychild’slifendiyakucela.Despiteeverything

we’veputeachotherthroughIstillloveyou,you

don’thavetoadmitit…butIknowyoualsodo.Of

coursethat’sbesidethepoint,canwemeetsothat

wecantalk?Please?”



Iclickedsendandwaited…

UyakwaziukulindaukuzakukaNxele?

Iwaitedndancamaanddecidedtojusthitthegym

becausethiswholethingwasstressingmeout,

camebackandattendedtomylaundry,cleanedmy

houseandcooked.Later,Idecidedtocalloneofher

brothers…thatwasmylastresort.Mylasthope.

Lionel:heitaNko,ugrand?

Okay,theenthusiasmindicatedthathecouldnot

knowwhat’sgoingon.Whichwouldbean

advantageforme.

Me:Grootman,ndigrand.Unjaniwenabhudda?

Lionel:I’mgoodmyman,what’sup?Unqabile.

Me:eykuxakekamnabhuti…Ineedyourhelp

though.

Lionel:okay,shout.



Me:IuhmbrokeupwithCass,aboutthreemonths

ago…

Lionel:oh-kay.

Me:Ijustfoundoutthatshe’spregnant,Iknowthe

childismineeventhoughshe’snotcomingup-front

withthatinformation.

Lionel:mh.

Me:Ijustneedtoconfirmthis…Iwanttobepartof

thechild’slife,kakhuluandsheknowsthat.Please

talktoher,ndiyakucelabra.

Lionel:hayndiyakuvantwana,andIcantellyou’re

hurting.

Me:yhobra!

Lionel:she'sadifficultonetodealwith

ndiyamazi…sotellme,wherehaveyoubeenforthe

pastthreemonths?Lentokungonauyaziyongoku

ukubashe’spregnant?

Me:IstayedinCanadaafterwebrokeup…Ineeded

timeoff,tobreatheandevaluatethingswitha

cleanerandfreshermind.Awayfromeverything.



Lionel:UndivekakuhleI’mnotattackingyounoram

ItakingsidesbutIpersonallythinkyourtimingwas

offkuyoyonkenjelento.YouwenttoCanada,

obviouslyforbusinessreasons,whilstinCanadake

nohlukana…ngokunohlukanayouyay’khumbula

mosshe’sstillinhospital?Eweshedidn’tgothere

ngenxayakhoandkeakayoresponsibilityyakho

butsheknewthatnobaawukhophambikwakhe,

shehasyourfullemotionalsupport.Uyamazi

akangomntuuthandauxhomekekabutitwaseasier

forhertodependonyoubecauseyou’reher

boyfriend.Imeanwere.Frominxebalakhebeing

draineduyewakhutshwaIthinkaweekafter

nohlukeneonlytobeadmittedagainbecauseithad

aninfectionandthistimearoundshespentan

entiremonthgettingfungusremovedfromthe

wound,treatingit.

Ididn’tknowthis…phofubendizoyazinjani?Mnxim.

Lionel:she’soneofthosepeoplekeekuthiwa



banomlambo,umntunjengeqhakuvaelincinci

sebhidlaideibengathilithumbasoIunderstood

whyengenaephumaesibhedlelengenxayelinxeba

lakhe.

Me:I’msorryIwasn’tthereforher…

Lionel:it’sokayntwana,besenohlukene.Wecannot

holdthatagainstyou.

Me:butwhendidshefindoutaboutthepregnancy?

Lionel:immediatelyafteryouleft,apparentlyshe

wasgonnatellyouthedayyoubrokethingsoffso

shedecidednotto.

Me:why?Imean,sheknowsndiyamfunaumntana,

andndimfunanayemorethananyoneelse.

Lionel:whenuSteveembuzakekutheni

engakuxelelishesaidshedoesn’twannatrapyou

intothispregnancy.

Me:trapme?

Lionel:she’sgotthisideathatyouwantaperfect

family,it’ssomethingyou’vealwayswantedshe

says.Tohaveachildinastablerelationshipwhich



shedoesn’tthinkya’llcanhavesinceya’llbrokeup.

Uthikeakafunangaubangathiufunaimaliyakhoor

ufunanibuyelani…lasttimeIspoketohershewas

evenconsideringtoabort.

Ifeltasharppaininmyheart…

Whywouldshewannaputmethroughthat?

Didshehatemethatmuch?UyayaziwhatIwent

throughuCassandra,whywouldsheevenconsider

anabortion?Ihadthishugebitterlumpinmythroat.

Me:butthat’sbeingunfair,whywouldsheconclude

formeeyazibandiyamfunaumntana?

Lionel:Icannotanswerforherkentwana…whatI

knowisthatakafuninobalisiweityalakokwenu

becauselastweekebethethenotataandsheasked

ustorespectherdecisionsmostofwhichasikazazi

ukubaudewagqibaentweni.

Me:ndcelaumzamekebhutiavumeuthethanam…

that’sallI’masking.Ndfunanjeuthethanaye,



akafuni,I’vebeentryingsinceIsawthematthe

mallakafunitu.

Lionel:I’lltalktooneofhersisters,baselaphoe

Bhayi.

Me:ingabingoCindy,Idon’tthinkI’mherfavorite

rightnow.

Lionel:hahaha!Don’tmindthatone,she’sonlymad

thatyougotherlilsispregnantafewmonths

beforehergraduation.I’malsomadatyouforthat,I

trustednizobaresponsible,thiscameasashocker.

Me:ohcrap!I’msorry.We’resorry.

Lionel:sekwenzekilechap…asinobasathini.

Ifelthisdisappointmentinmyheart…thatshithit

hard.Weconcludedonourconversation,he

promisedtogetoneofCass’ssisterstoconvince

hertotalktome.ThatwasmyonlyhopebecauseI

didn’twanttobedramaticaboutthis,Ididn’twanna

gowaitforheroncampusoratthelibrarycoz

ndiyawaziamaxeshawakhe.



Tothinkshewantedtoabort…ohmyGod.I

checkedmyphone,shestillhadnotansweredme.

stillsittingtherefeelingnumb,acallcamethrough

fromanunknownnumber.

Me:MrDakumbaspeaking,ndingakuncedanjani?

Onele:taNko,uright?

Me:ndisharp,urightwena?

Onele:I’mgood,uthethanoOnele.

Me:Onele….Cass’ssister?

Onele:yes.

Me:ohGreat!UphiuCassandra?

Onele:that’swhyIcalledyou…she’satthelibrary

banegroupprojectthattheyarebusywith.

Me:oh-kay,uzophumaayephi?Ireallyneedtotalk

toherOnele.

Onele:yhimakalokubhuti…Icalled.



Me:okay…uxolo.What’sup?

Onele:She’sgotabookingeMarieStopes

ngomso…ndibhaqei-confirmationletterinher

laptopbagjustnow.

Me:kwenziwanikeapho?

Onele:ohGod…youcanGoogletheclinicinyour

owntimekebrajusttrybyallmeanstogettoher

namhlanjebeforeshegoesthere.Please,anddon’t

mentionthiscall.

Me:okay…enkosi.

Onele:sharpbra.Remembernottomentionme,

angandibulalauCassandraifshefindsoutIcalled

you.

Me:IpromiseIwon’t.EnkosiOnele,kakhulu.

Shehungup…

IwentonGoogleandmymindalmostblastedwhen

IsawwhatwasdonekuleMarieStopes,Igrabbed



mykeysanddrovetothelibraryndalindapha.Iwas

reallyhavingmini-panicattacksngokundihlelikula

moto.Iwasfeelinghoteventhoughallthewindows

wereopen…Idranktheentirebottleandtookafew

breathingexercisesjusttocalmmedown.Ispent

aboutanhoursittingtherewaiting…shecameout

aloneandwalkedtowardsthebusstop.Idrove

slowlyoutofwhereIhadstoppedandwenttopark

rightinfrontofher…Isawherfacialexpressionand

feltweakintheknees.Gotoutofthecarandwent

towhereshestood.

Tookadeepbreath….

Me:I’msorry.

Shelookedup…herfaceclearedlantoibindenze

ndanovalowhileIwasinthecar.

Shesatdownandjustlookeddownatherfeet.

Me:I’mreallysorryabouteverythingthatwe’ve



gonethrough…thatyou’vegonethrough.I’msorryI

wasn’ttherewhenyouneededmeandI’mactually

sorrythatIcouldn’tbetherewithyoutocelebrate

thegoodnews.

Cass:ufunantonibra?

Me:Ijustwanttobepartofmybaby’slife…yourlife.

Shelookedup,myheartsank.Shewashurting,

maybethat’sthereasonshedidn’twannaseeme…

akafunindimbonebashe’shurtingyetpullingthis

strongfaçadeoverthephone.

Cass:youdon’tknowwhatyouwant,ndcela

undiyeketorhoNkos’nathi.

Me:Cassandrandiyakucela,youknowIloveyou.

Cass:soyou’rehereNOWbecauseyouloveme?

Really?

Me:Yes,andbecauseofthebaby.

Cass:Itoldyouthisisnotyourbaby.



Me:pleasedon’tsaythat.

Cass:there’smyliftcoming…seeyouaround.

Shegotupandwalkedaway…

Me:IknowaboutyourappointmentatMarieStopes

ngomso.

Cass:goodforyou.

Wakhaw’lelaimotokasisterwakhe,gotinanddrove

away.

Azangendaphelelwangamandlakanje.

Khonai-abortionibalegalathowmanymonths?

Shecouldbefivemonthsforheaven’ssake?!
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Igotintomycarandfollowedthem,theydrove

aroundforaboutanhourandthenshecalled…I



answeredobviously.Shewaslaughingsohardshe

hadtotakeabreatherinbetweenherwordsandI

couldhearinthebackgroundhersisterwasspitting

fire.

Me:Cassandra?

Cass:don’tyouhaveanythingtodobra?

Me:I’mdoingitrightnow.

Cass:you’vebeenfollowingusforthelasthour,

whatexactlyisyourproblem?

Me:Mamela,I’mgonnafollowyou,I’mgonnastalk

you,I’mgonnabeapaininyourassuntilyousit

downandtalktomelikeagrownassadult!

Shelaughed!

Shefuckenlaughed,outloud!

Whythefuckwasthisentertainingtoher?



Me:sothisisfunnytoyou?

Cass:you’refunny,trustme.

Me:we’llseewho’sfunny,waitandsee.

Ihungup.

Andcontinuedfollowingthem.

Becauseoftrafficstopstheylostmeforabout

fifteentothirtyminutessoIlocatedherbyusing

“FINDMYFRIENDS”App…easypeasy.Ifound

themparkednexttoabusstationthiswomanwas

drivingsuchabig,beautifulblackChev,theywere

bothoutsideofthecarandshe(Cassandra)was

puking.Iparkedmysmallcarrightbehindthem,

grabbedmywaterbottleandwentouttoher,Cindy

camechargingformeandslappedmeright

betweenmyeyes.Ionlyrealizedsegqibileba

undiqhwabilebutshewasn’tmyfocusrightnowso

Ijustgrabbedherwristandswayedheroutofthe

way.I’msureuyobethekakulamotoyakhecourseI

hadenoughstrengthtoliftupatow-truck.Ubetheka

okuubethekile,Iheardthesoundaccompaniedbya



cursingword.

IgottoCassandofferedherwater,welltherewasa

bottleofwaternexttoherbuthey…

Shetookthewater,drankandlookedupshaking

herheadwithasmalllaugh.ShedrankagainandI

wasjustmesmerizedbythepregnancyglow,her

skinwasradiantandshehadnomake-upon.She

satdownonthepavementabitfurtherfromwhere

shehadpuked,hersistercameforth…

Cindy:yintoniingxakiyakhoNkosinathi?

Me:rightnow?Nguwe.

Cindy:uyinjaengenamqoloman,sies.

Me:isthatwhatyoutellyourmanaswell?

Cindy:mymanisamanhoney,uyonelayintoanayo

hedoesn’tgobacktowhathevomited.

Me:ah,soshetoldyouaboutthat?Didshealso

mentionthatshecheatedaswell?Sinceya’llwere



sharing?

Cindy:yep,shementionedthatshekissedthat

doctoranditfeltgood.Andyouknowwhy?

Becauserevengeissweet.

Me:oh,sothat’swhyshewasn’tevenapologetic

aboutit?Itseemslikebirdsofthesamefeather

flocktogetherhere.

Cindy:uphambenekodwa,ungavelaunyamalalefor

anentirethreemonthsuthigqisew’funakuviwe

ngawe?Whodoyouthinkyouare?

Me:Cindy,pleaseneh,ifyouhavenothingbetterto

sayshutup.

Cindy:fokofaNkosinathi,phindelaapho

ubunyamalelelekhona!Wedon’tneedyouhere,

we’vebeendoinggreatwithoutyou.

Me:kuthiniunyamalala?WhyareyoutalkingasifI

knewshe’spregnantandthenIdecidedtorunaway?

Cindy:ifyouwantedtoknowyouwouldhave

knownman,bloodyexcuseofaman.



Ilaughedandlookedather…

Shewasprovokingmeonpurposelo.

Me:okayfirstofall,awundaziCindyneh?Andnam

andikwazisodon’tyoudarecallmeabloody

excuseofaman.Uyandiva?Secondly,andifunikwa

wena,ndifunauCassandra,loumithiumntanam.

Andikwazikenjeng’baungusebekhoinjayabafazi

ukubaungenaphi.Thirdly,ungazeuphinde,Imeanit,

ungazeuphindeucingeokanyeuphuphe

ngokundifakaimpamaeveragain.Thatwouldbe

thelastthingyoudongezozandlazakhozicekeceke

ingathizidingaidrip,trustmeonthat.Lastly,

khaw’fokofeIwannatalktoyoursisterwithoutyour

shadowshadingusfromthesun.

Cindy:yinkunkumaowawuthandengantonilena

wena?

Me:isendiminkukuma?

Cindy:hayvoetsekzinxibeukubaziyak’lingana.

Me:iyakugezisaimali,okanyeleblesserwendele



kuyo.

Shelaughedhysterically…typicalXhosawoman.

ShelookedatCassandra…Icouldseeunomsindo

butuzibambileforsomereason.

Cindy:uyafunaush’yekanalentoyakho?

Cass:haikesisi.

Cindy:phendulaumbuzonontombi.

Cass:it’sokay.

Cindy:callmewhenyou’redone.

Cass:sure.Loveyou.

Shegotintohercarwithoutresponding…didI

mentionedthatshe’sdrivingaChevroletColorado

ZR2Bison?Mathafakhareversethatfuckencar

straightintotheGTiIwasdriving,Isawmybonnet



flyingtotheair…okayIknewshewasmadbutI

didn’tknowshewasthatmad.Ididn’tevenhavethe

energytorunafterherIjustexhaledandsatdown

nexttoCassandrainsilence,sheontheotherhand

wasshocked.Hermouthhungopen.

Me:cabanispoiltphakokwenu.

Shedidn’trespond…qhaujongeimoto.

Cass:uhm…sorryaboutyourcar.

Me:she’sgonnafixit,myeke.

Cass:yhousisi.

Afteraminute,shedrankwateragain…

Me:what’sgoingwithyou?Whyareyoupukingon

thesideoftheroad?Uright?



Cass:I’mokay…justgotdizzyandnauseasfrom

lentobeniyenza.

Me:okay…soareyounowwillingtotalk?

Shenod.

Me:sizothethelaapha?

Shetookadeepbreath,lookingintospace.

Me:Icancallsomeonetocomefetchusandtow

thecar.

Cass:whatdoyouwantustotalkabout?

Me:everything.

Cass:nd’celaubespecificbra.

Itookabreath…



Me:whatwillittakeforustobeintherightplace

again?

Cass:yintonii-rightplacekanene?

Me:Iwantustotryagain…Iwouldlikeustotry

again.

Cass:asinrelationshiptryagain?

Me:yes.

Cass:yho.

Me:wothuswayintonikodwauyayazisohlukene

ndisakuthanda,qhazizintokeeziziyezenzeka

ezibangelesohlukane.

Cass:andhereIthoughtufunasithethengomntana.

Me:thattoo,youknowhowmuchIwantkids,you

knowhowmuchawantafamily.Nawe,notwith

anyoneelsebutnaweandnowwe’vebeengivena

chancengalomntanatotryagain.Ndiyakucelake

baby,canyoujustgohomeandthinkaboutit.

Shesighed…



Cass:Iknowhowmuchyouwantachild,like,I

knowhowmuchyouwanttomakeafamilyofyour

own.Ndikubonilekwezatestsokowawufuna

sizenze…butIamnotreadytohaveachildyet.I’m

notfitenougheven.Ewewehadunprotectedsex,

butIdidn’tthink…Iwasn’tthinkingngalamzuzu

man.I’msoangryatmyselffuthibecausenowIwill

notbeabletograduatecozkalokundingulowo

uzobeephushaisisuesikhulu.

Me:you’renotreadyeweIgetthat,butcanIask:

areyoukeepingthebaby?

Cass:ewe.WhosaidI’mnotkeepingthebaby?

Me:kantiuyothinieMarieStopesngomso?

Cass:Ihaveacheck-up,uthenikuweuOnele?

Me:uOnele?

Shelaughed…Itriedmybestnottogiveaway.



Cass:sheaskedtousemylaptopandIknowthat

confirmationletterininmylaptopbagandbesides,

she’stheonlyonewho’sonyoursiderightnow

amongstmysiblings.Soobviouslyshetoldyou

aboutit.

Me:ebesoyikathatyouweregoingtoabort…she

saidIshouldGoogletheclinicandnamthat’swhat

Isawfirst.Pleasedon’tshoutather.

Cass:haywethuandinobasakhuphasisumna

ngokunobakeandikhoready,Iinitiallywantedto,

afteryousaidweshouldbreakup.Butthen,I

decidedifthere’sanythingendiphumanayokule

relationship,nantsi,ngulomntana.

Me:thankyou…forreconsidering.

Cass:Ididn’tdoitforyou.

Me:Iknow…butthankyouanyway.

Shesmiled…lookingatherbelly.

Ijustlookedather…



Cass:he’smoving.

Me:it’saboy?He’smovingrightnow?

Cass:yeah…look

Ilookedatherbelly,Isawmovementsandthenshe

laughedtouchingherside.Myhandautomatically

touchedthesameplaceanditfeltmagical.The

movementlastedforaminuteandthenitdied

down…

Me:wow…isn’tittoosoonformovements?

Cass:movementsstartbetween16and25weeks,

sono.

Me:andyouareon?

Cass:20.

Me:that’sfourmonths,right?

Cass:yes.

Me:Imissedfourmonthsofmybaby’s



development.

Shelookedatmeandthenlookedahead…not

sayingaword.ButIknewuyathethangaphakathi,

I’vebeendatinglomntusoIknewuyathethaand

uphendulaeleftkwalentondiy’thethayoqhashe’s

probablynotsayingitoutjustforthesakeofpeace

ngalomzuzu.

Me:whatdidyoutellyoursiblings?Imean,yousaid

I’mnottheirfavoritepersonrightnow.

Cass:everything.

Me:andIhappentonotbetheirfavorite?

Cass:yes,they’reMYsiblings,notyours.

Me:kodwabarongo,beforejudgingmetheyshould

putthemselvesinmyshoes.

Cass:youhadsexwithyourex,andnotonce.Then

youcameback,pretendednothinghappened,

bookedusaweekaway,makingmebelievethatit’s

foruskantiyouknewitwasyourwayofeasing



yourguilt.Yeah,theyshouldputthemselvesinyour

shoes.

Me:youkissedthatdudeanddidn’tshowremorse.

That’smyproblem,youdidn’tshowremorse

Cassandra…awukhongconotu.Infactsiyafana.

Cass:Ineversaidndingconokunawemnaand

andihoyangakubangconokefuthi.

Me:goodnowcanweforgive,forgetandmoveon?

Cass:alothashappenedinyourabsence…Idon’t

thinkIwanttobeinanyrelationshiprightnow.I’m

sorry.

Me:whathappened?

Cass:canwejustfocusonthischildngoku?That’s

whyyou’rehere,right?

Me:Cass,whathappened?

Shetriedtogetup,Ihelpedher.

Wavuthululailokhweyakheasshetookouther

phone,Iheldherhandinanattempttostophercoz



IknewshewasgonnacalluCindytocomefetch

her.

Me:please,tellmewhathappened?

Cass:it’snothingtoconcernyourselfabout…

Me:nd’celaumengofounelausiswakho.

Cass:I’mtiredbraandixeshalamlotyaiimeds

lisondelesoIreallyshouldgetgoing.

Me:I’lltakeyouhome…justlemmetalkfinish.

Shelookedatmycarandlaughed,okayIlaughed

toobutIwasgonnacallsomeonetocomefetchus

anyway.

Me:IsaidI’lltakeyouhome,leavemycaralone.

Cass:Idon’twantyoutotakemehome,ufunauvele

uthigqiwheneveryoufeellikeit.

Me:asifandikwaziuhlalaphi?



Cass:that’spartofthe“alothashappened”

kesana…

Me:soawusahlalikulandawo?Wherehaveyou

movedto?

Cass:I’mnottellingyouNkosinathi,let’sleaveitlike

that.

Me:okay…canIcomewithyoukengomsotoyour

appointment?

Cass:tomakesureIdon’tabort?Sure.

Iignoredthatsillyfirstanswer…

Me:haveyouthoughtofnames?

Cass:no…notyet.

Iwantedtoaskherwhyshedidn’twantherfamily

iyofakaityala…qhaIdidn’tknowhowto.Ididn’t

wanttofightwithherandforsomereasonshe

wasn’tasmadasIthoughtshe’dbe,shewasmore



calmandchilledtoday.
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Sheputherphonebackinthebag.

Me:Iuhm,spoketoyourbrother,Lionel.

Cass:mh.

Me:uthiyoudon’twantyourdadayofakaityala.

Cass:thenI’dbeaccusedofufunaimaliyakho

ngomntana.Never,makangayinangoku.

Me:you’llbeaccusedbywho?

Cass:uqalakulasisterwakhoandwhoeverfeels

likeaccusingme,includingyou.

Me:hayawuphilangakodwa.Okanyekokumitha?

Cass:uthini?

Me:ndithiawuphilanga.Kuthenindizoqalangoku

ucing’baufunaimaliyamwhenI’vehadtoforceyou

mosttimestotakeit?Evenatthebeginningofour



relationship?

Cass:hayandikwaziwethuNkos’nathi.ButIknow

thatmychildwillbefinewithorwithoutyouinhis

life.

Me:uzobafinewithbothhisparentsinhislife

lomntanaCassandra,kutheniuthethaasifI’mnot

gonnabeinhislife?Orareyouplanningtorestrict

me?

Cass:ndizothindiyenzelantonilontokanene?

Me:Idon’tknow…forwhateverreasonyoucan

thinkof.

Cass:khaw’bizeumntuchapazokuthatha,I’m

callingmysistermnangokuI’mdonefortheday.

Me:soyoureallydon’twantmetoknowwhereyou

live?

Cass:no…andstopthatshitoftracingmyphone

kulaFindFriendcrap,stopit.

Ismiled…Iwantedtolaugh,butIjustsmiled.Ididn’t

knowthatsheknewabouttheapp.



ShecalledhersisterwhileIcalledMasixoleto

comefetchme,Icouldn’tcallSandile,ugqibele

ngokuizintobezisoursoebezofikaandithukeright

infrontofherforukumenzamuncu.

Me:whattimeisyourappointment?

Cass:9am.

Me:okay.

Westoodthere…herphonerang,Ifigured(basedon

whatIheard)thathersisterwaseithernotcoming

rightnoworshehadaproblemsomewhere.Mas’x

arrivedinaMerc…Iwenttohim,

Masixole:olanjayam,iyezai-towbagqibofounafor

directions.

Me:dankiechap.Newcar?

Masixole:mycarisatthecarwash,ndithatheeka

Skhurauphaendlini.



Me:ooh,thankyouman.

Masixole:aningcembhekude.Uhambangantoni

yenaugirl?

Me:she’swaitingforhersistertopickherup.

Masixole:okay,khamendiyogalelaifuelI’llbeback.

Me:sharp.

IwentbacktoCasswhowasnowstandingthere

lookingdistressed.

Me:what’sup?

Cass:sheburstatire,butuzofounelauSisSiki

adlulengam.

Me:adlulengaweevelaphi?

Cass:fromwork.

Ilookedather,Ithoughtthesepeoplecametovisit

butnowifshe’scomingfromworkthenshe’s



obviouslylivinghere.

Cass:don’task.

Me:youcanridewithus,ifyouwantto.

Cass:ifTaMas’xwon’tminddroppingmeoffat

Greenacres.

Me:uyothiniphakodwaugqibothiyouneedtoget

homeintimeforyourmeds?

Sherolledhereyes…

Me:okayfine,hewon’tmind.

Cass:thanks.

Me:kutheniungafunindikuncede?

Cass:ohNkos’nathitorho,whenIneedhelpIknow

wheretofindyou,trustme.

Me:youneedhelpnow,orawuzibonibayouneed

help?



Cass:youknowwhat?Yeka,I’llcatchataxito

Greenacres.

Me:haibo!

Cass:butthankyoufortheoffer…ungajikeuthiI’m

ungrateful.

Me:you’rejustbeingstubbornfornothingkengoku,

youknowverywellthatandizokwaziukushiyaapha.

Cass:I’mverymuchcapableofwaitingforataxi

ndedwa,I’mjustpregnant,notparalyzednoramI

incompetent.

Me:Ineversaidyou’reanyofthat…okayfine,we’ll

dropyouoffatGreenacres,noquestionsasked.No

arguments.

Cass:no,sendiright.I’llcatchataxi.

Fuck!

Whythefuckwasshedoingthis?

Masixolecamebackintimewiththetowingtruck,

mycarwasloadedanditleft.



Masixole:masiyenike.

Me:babe?

Cass:hambani.

Me:sihambanawe,pleasegetinthecarCassandra.

Shelookedbehindmyshoulderandspoketo

Masixole

Cass:pleasetellyourfriendtogowithyou,I’llcatch

ataxi.

Masixole:why?Idon’tmindtakingyouhome.

Cass:Iwanttocatchataxi.

Me:it’slate,andizokwaziukushiyaaphaCassandra.

Haibo!

Masixole:unyan’sileumjita,kulatengokuletme

dropyouoff.

Cass:sonobabinianiyivalentondiyithethayo?



Masixolelookedatme,Ishruggedandgotinthe

car.

Hedroveoffsamshiyapha…after5minutesof

drivinginsilenceMasixolespokeup.

Masixole:nibuyelene?

Me:sizamalonto.

Masixole:ngowakhoumntana?Shelookspregnant.

Me:yeah,ngowam.

Masixole:usurengantonikodwausandobuyaand

you’vebeenawayforiinyangaezintathu?Andyou

saidshecheatedonyounjena.

Me:Inevertoldyouanyth-ohuSandile!

Masixole:haikeuyayaziakhontoandifihlelayona

umkhuluwa.

Me:mxm…yeahwellIknow.

Masixole:maybeyoushouldaskhernenzei-DNA



mfethu,zikhohlakeleez’way,anduyambonanawe

baudikiwenguwemhlaw’mbiuyamazioyenatata

womntanakhe.

Ididn’tanswerhim…

Masixole:andnangokuangafunuhambanathi

maybeuyayaziuzothathwanguye.

Me:khaw’jikelemotoandtakemebacktoher.

Masixole:what?

Me:ndizokubhatalathewastedpetrol.

Wajikaimoto…

Masixole:ufunum’bambaredhandedkengoku?

Me:no,it’snotsafeforhertobetherealone,if

anythinghappenstoherI’llneverforgivemyself.

Masixole:akhonixezokwenzekayaz,kodwake

masambeboy.



Wegotthereandshewasstillsittingtherewaiting,

forsomereasoniitaxibezinqabileanditwas

gettingcold.IgotoutofthecarandtoldMas’xtogo

thenIwenttositnexttoher,ndamnikajacketyam

anddidn’tsayaword.Sheworeit…itmighthave

beenmyimaginationbutIthinkIsawsomechange

inthepuffinessofhereyes,asifebelilaor

something.ButIwasn’tgonnaaskherthat,Iwas

actuallyhungrykekuyewonkeloupanddown

bendimenza

Cass:thanks…

Me:sure.

Shelookedatme,

Cass:ubuyelentoni?

Me:didn’twantyoursisterstofindareasontoburn

myhousedown.



Shesmiled,gladshefoundithumorousbecauseI

wasn’tbeingserious.

Me:canwetakeawalk?I’mhungry.

Cass:sure.

WewalkedourtwominutewalktoCassiesFast

Food,orderedchickenburgerssobabiniandwesat

down.

Me:aw’zofunidrink?

Cass:nd’bawelaikofu.Ortea,anythingwarm.

Igotupandwenttothevendingmachine,came

backwithhotchocolate.

Cass:hehe!Burgernehotchocolate?Enkosi

Me:it’sthethoughtthatcountsactually,because



caffeineisbadforthebaby.

Cass:uh-oh.Herewego…

Me:hayhaysundenzaloomntu,Ireadthatup.And

andikhorongoforlookingoutforyounomntana

wethu.

Shedrankupanddidn’tbotherherselfanswering

me…thenherphonerang,shewalkedawaytowards

theladiesroomwahlalaformorethan10minutes.

Allthistimendiyatyamna,okutyakufikilemos,

nguyeongekhoyo.Shecameback…satdownand

startedeating,herphonerangagain,thistimeshe

answeredwhileeating,Ifiguredit’shersister

becauseshetoldherwherewewere.Whichnow

mademewonderwhocalledbefore,loumenze

wahambawayosabelaiphoneetoilet?Wathetha

wagqiba,watya…thenshetookabreather

Cass:usisiwillbehereinaboutfifteenminutesuse

garage.



Me:noproblem.

Cass:willyoucatchaliftwithus?

Me:whichoneofyoursistersisthisone?

Cass:Siki.

Me:sure,ifshewon’tmind.

Cass:shewon’tmind.

Ilookedather,shewaseatingsocarefreeasifI

don’tevenexist.That’stheCassandraIknew,she’s

afoodlover.Alwayshasbeen.

Cass:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me:whileIwasgone,didyouandthedoctordo

morethankissing?

Shelookedatmeandlaughed,whatwasfunny?

Me:youkeeponsayingalothashappenedinmy



absenceandthat’stheonlythingIcanthinkof.

Cass:hehsanauxakekile.

Me:andixakekangaassuchqhandifunauku

understand’awhereyou’recomingfromnje’ba

usithiyoudon’twanttobeinanyrelationshipright

now.

Shestoppedeating,cleaneduphermouthand

lookedatme.

Cass:it’snousetryingtounderstandme.

Me:it’sactuallyveryuseful,tome.

Cass:Okaymamela,Idon’tmindyoucomingtomy

check-upswithme,Idon’tmindyoubeingexcited

overthis,Idon’tmindyoucheckinguponusevery

nowandagain,aslongasyouwon’tbeanuisance.

Ijustdonotwantanycommitmenttoanyoneor

anythingrightnow.

Me:CassandraIwantustodateagain,Iwantusto

beabazaliabafulltimesobabininotleyokuba



omnyewethuabengumzalionweekendsandon

holidays.

Cass:ourrelationshiphastakenalotfromme

Nkos’nathi,andikhoready.Emotionallyand

spirituallyandikhoreadynyhani.

Me:sohowlongmustIwaitforyoutobereadyke?

Cass:youdon’thavetowait,youcangoonwith

yourlifelikeyouhadforthepastthreemonths.As

longaswhoeveryou’redatingorgoingtodatewill

beokaywhenmysonvisits,and’funu

hlukunyezelwaumntanamna.

Hersisterwalkedin…

Me:I’mnotsatisfiedzezianswers,butwe’ll

continueleconversationngomso.

Cass:there’snothingmoretosaykeyazi.

Siki:molweni.

Me:Siki…



Shelookedatmewithopenarms,andasmilesoI

gotupandhuggedherasshecongratulatedmeon

becomingafather.Well,expectantfather.Wewere

almostdone,sowefinishedupsahamba,they

droppedmeoffandleft…seemedlikeCindymight

havebeentheonlysiblingwhomIwasnotafaveto.

UnlikewhatCassandrasaid,thatOnelewasthe

onlyoneonmyside.
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Aftertheydroppedmeoff,Itookmyothercarthe

Ranger,anddrovehome.Ndimithisilemos,so

mandiyozixelake.WhenIgothomendafikakukho

umamaqha,shemadefood,couldn'tsayno.You

neversaynotomomsfoodnobaungabekanti

uhluthikangakananiyouneversaynotomom's

food.Afterndityile...

Mom:kutheniuxhwalekilenje?Uhlutshwayintoni?



Ichuckled ♀ umntuuyamaziumntana

wakhe.

Mom:Nathi?

Me:ndimithisilemama.

Mom:kengokukutheniwathikhunubembe?Umdala

kalokubhuti,kwakuniningokondandilinde

umzukulwana?

Ididn'tanswerher...

Mom:Nkosinathi?

Me:ma?

Mom:yintonilekanyekanyeikuhluphayo?

Me:ndifunaukumtshatalomntundim'mithisileyo.

Mom:qha?

Me:akafuni...Shekeepsonsayingalothas



happenedsinceIleft.

Mom:ngubaniyena?

Me:Cassandra,thegirlIcamewithphakwabhuti

whenkuqhekeziweapha.

Mom:oohmhlekelamntana,andshe'sverycalm.

Necharacteryakhenjeisveryinviting...Kutheni

engafuniukutshata?

Iputthestorydown,everysingledetail.WhenIwas

done,shewenttothekitchen,returnedwithher

specialchocolatecakeandwarmmilk.That'sallI

needed,myheartwasbrokenandherveryown

homebakedcakewasallIneededtofeelbetter.My

worstthoughtwasuCassandrasayingshe'snow

datinglagqirhaokanyeshe'sconsideringlonto I

knewI'dneverbeabletohandlethat.

Mom:wagqibelaniniuSivu?

Me:yhu,it'sbeenawhile.



Shenod...

Me:ubuziswayintonimama?

Mom:ngokuubumnkile,usephesheyapha.Kufike

abazalibakheaphabeziseumntwana.

Me:umntwanakabani?

Mom:wakho.

Me:andinamntwanamnamama.

Mom:aw'notshoxaunokum'bona...Ufananawe

nangonyathela.

Iputmycakedownandlookedather,shewasn't

makinganysense.

Me:Sivuwasneverpregnantmama,umthathaphi

umntanaofananam?

Mom:apparentlyshewaspregnantbutbecause



wawumaneumkhumbuzangohlabisa,umnikake

nemaliyeafterpill,whenshefellpregnantshe

decidedtobreakupwithyou.Wemnkasingekaveli

isisuandluckilyforhershehadapremature

deliverysoumakaziwakheofferedtotakethechild

azikhuliselebecauseshecouldn'thavekidsofher

own,yavumelanakeifamilykubauSivuwathixa

ebuzwaumithiswengubaniakamaziutata

womntana.Shewasaskedkubauyisewayefuna

uzofakaityala,aspernormaphakeesiXhoseni.

Iwaslookingatmymother...Iindlebeezizam

ingathizikhalaumoya.

Mom:soumakaziwakhekeuyewasweleka,she

hadcancer.Nowthefamilyhadtodecideba

uthwaniumntana...Kantikeukufakukamakazi

akubanganatimingbecauseshepassedawaya

weekafteruSivuelotyoliwengokokuvakwamke

ebengakhangeatshokulendodayakheukubashe

hasachild.



Me:yhimamama...USivuuyatshata?

Mom:utshatile.

Me:andthenumntana?

Mom:simthathilekaloku,whatchoicedidwehave?

Me:whereishe?

Mom:it'sashe.Ukwabhutiwakho...Bendingekho

thisweekndibuyelastnightsoIaskedyour

brotherswifetowatchoverher,andwhenIcalled

sheseemedhappybecausebakhonaabantwana

bodlalaphaya.Akufaninalapha.

Me:heh.HayIdon'tbelievethis.

Mom:youcanstilldoDNAteststoconfirm

everything,butkengowakhomntanam.Akabuzwa.

Me:howoldisshemama?

Mom:Ithinkunatwoyears.I'lllookforherbirth

certificatexaebuyile.



Heyhayandiyazi....

Mom:uDad'wenukengondwebakwakheshetook

apicturenalomntanaandpostedkwezizintozenu

yabonwanguCassandra.

Me:what???

Shedidn'tanswer...

Me:mamauthiuAsenathiwenzentoni?

Mom:calmdownkalokuNdoda...Seyidlulileyonke

lentosoit'snousegettingupsetoveritnow.

Me:I'mcalmma,trustme.Ijustwannaknowwhat

didAsenathido?

Mom:ufotilenoSinathiwafakakwezizintozenu

ebhalilekeba"umntanakabhutiwam",kutshoyena

kexaezozixela.

Me:USinathingulomntanamama?



Mom:ewebhuti.

Me:whywouldAsedothatsingekaconfirm

anything?WhatifSivulied,thatchildisnotmine?

Mom:Idoubtit'salie.Butuzazibonelanawe.

ThiscouldbethereasonwhyCassendijikelezisain

oneplace.

Me:uthiuAsenathiwhatdidCasssay?

Mom:sheaskedbangowakhonaandAsenathi

uyamazikenawe,wayitsalayande,yanefrills...

Me:ohmyGod!

Igotupandwalkedaroundtheroom...

Mom:inanattempttomakepeaceIcalledherhere.

Bendifunauthethanayeinpersonndimcacisele

ngalomntanasincekesembonileandwedidn't



knowuzobuyaninikwawena.

Me:youcalledwho?Sivu?

Mom:Cassandra.

Istoppedwalkingandlookedatmymother...She

calleduCassandra?ToexplaintoherthatIhave

umntanaendingamaziyo?ThatIhaven'tmet?Allof

thishappenedinjustthreemonths?

Mom:sambonangokoukubashe'spregnant,after

ndithethilenayendizamakeukumcaciselathatyou

alsodon'tknowaboutthischildsoshemustnot

holditagainstyou,yourbrotheraskedherwho's

thefatherofthechildshe'scarryingwatshowathi

nguwethenweaskedherwhatshe'splanningtodo

ngayenowthatkukholonaumntanaandseeing

thatabantubakokwaboabakezi.Ithinkipotyeke

aphoke...

Me:waitwait,youaskedherwhat?Whatanswer

wereyouexpectingguys?Hayinimama,hayini.



Haibo.

Mom:wewantedtoknowukubauyamfunana

lomntana,ifakamfunishehadoptionsonwhether

toabortkwangokuyainyangabezisephantsiokanye

athwalefulltermthenandinikeumntana

ndizikhuliseleasmyownseeingthatshe'salsoa

student.

Me:Idon'tbelievethis...Areweinsomemovie

scriptorsomething?

Mom:Nathi,wecannotaffordarepeatofthis?!

Me:somamabeningenokwaziukundilindandibuye

ke?

Mom:sikulindeithreemonthsyonkekusonakala?

Uphililekakuhle?

Me:andalintomamanirightngomthathaumntana

buttospeaktoCassandrandingekho?Niyiqale

ngaphi?

Shedidn'tanswerme...

Isatdown...



Mom:utatakhokindofhadafalloutwithoneofher

brothersebemzisilewhenwecalledher.

Ilookedather,myeyesalmostasiftheyaregonna

popout.

Mom:hekindoutsaidshemustmakeanintelligent

choicebecauseyoualreadyhaveumntana,you

don'tneedasecondone.Yourloveforherchild

won'tbethesameasitwillbeforthisone...Since

lonakeeyilospecialcase.

Me:ohno!No!No!

Mom:ubrotherwakheuphambenexakulaphoke...I

didn'tevenknowshewasshot.Younever

mentionedthat.

Me:mamaumyekanjaniutataathethelonto?

Mom:butIdon'thavearemotecontrolforyour

father'stongue,hespeakswhatsoeverthat'sinhis

mind.



Me:ohmyGod!That'swhyengafunikuzofakwa

ityala?That'swhyshesaidumntanakhewillbefine

withorwithoutme.Flip!

Shelookedatme...Iwasshakingngumsindo.Utata

uy'thethanjaniintoenjalo,infactbonkeman,

banjaninaabantubasekhaya?

Me:ngomphilobrotherwakhewhowasherewith

her?

Mom:heintroducedhimselfasLionel.Wellbuilt

andwellspoken.

Yhohaikeaphelaamathemba,solobrachosetotell

meeverythingelsebutthisone.Like,Ithoughtngu

Stevelo....Yhohaikekwavelakwanqumayonkinto.

Me:hayandiyazikebayintoendizoyithinilena

mama,andiyazitu.



Mom:didshedecidetokeepthechild?

Me:yesmama,sheevenallowedmetogowithher

tohercheckupqhaintoangayifuniyoyinto

ezomdibanisanamnemaliyam.Yaziitallmakes

sensenow...Yhimamama,didutatabyanychance

accuseherofwantingtouseumntanatocashin?

Mom:usekewabuzakalokuutatakhobadoesshe

haveabudgetandenoughfundstofinance

umntanaseeingthatshedidn'tuseanymethodsto

preventherfromgettingpregnant.Wathikeu

brotherwakheinsteadofbamameleukuinsult'wa

they'drathergohomeandifallgoeshiswaysoze

simveumntanayenanobasesimhlawulile.

Me:KuthwauceleutatakheuCassandraba

malingaziswaityala.Forobviousreasons.Wow.

Mom:I'mnotsurprised,butkeNdodayonkelento

ndiyakuhlebela.Ndifunaubenebackgroundwhen

askingyourfather.

Ididn'tanswerher...Shewaswronghere,like,she

didn'tstandupformygirlfriend exgirlfriendin



myabsence.Idon'tcarehowsheshouldhavedone

itbutsheshouldhavejuststoodupforher.Forme.

UmyekanjaniutatatosaysuchthingstoCass?

Me:uhm,mama...Ihavetogo.I'llseeyounoba

kungeweekend.

Ikissedhercheekandleftherthere...Idrovetomy

housendafikandaselaamanzi.Iwantedtogosee

CassbuthowdoIdothatwhenIdon'tknowwhere

shelives?

Icalledher...

Sheansweredimmediately...

Cass:hello?

Me:Ineedtoseeyou...Asinnow.

Cass:forntoni?



Me:Cassplease,Ineedyourlocation.Ndifuna

ukuzakuwendithethenaweinperson.

Cass:Nkos'nathiI'vejusttakenmymeds,I'minbed.

Whydoyouhavetoseemenow?Like,rightnow.

Me:IwannatalkaboutlentoyalomntanakaSivu

andeverythingelsesurroundingit.

Cass:oh,youheard?

Me:yesndisukaendliningoku,nowlocation?

Shesighed...

Cass:ngowakhonyhani?

Me:Ihaven'tseenher...

Cass:Yhohaymtshana...

Me:I'mjustmesseduprightnowandshocked.

KodwakqalaIneedtotalktoyou.

Cass:ndcelasithethengomso?Ireallydon'thave

theenergyngokuIknownaweisentshayonkelento



kuwebut....

Me:it'sokay...Look,Iloveyou,youdon'thaveto

respondtothis.I'mreallynotexpectingananswer

I'mjustlettingyouknow.

Cass:okay.

Me:goodnight.

Cass:Nighttatakhe.

Ismiledat"tatakhe"asIhungup...ButIrealized

thatImustsmilenownyhanindonelefuthiandnot

expecthertobeinthissamemoodnangomso.Isat

downandplannedawayofcallingmydad....

Me:mxm,mandiyekwabhutiman.Ihavetosee

lomntanaformyself.

Igrabbedmykeysanddrovetomybrother'splace.
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MyRangerwasabeastforsomereasonnamhlanje

andthehighwaywasnotasjammedand“trafficky”

asusual.Idrovetomybrother’splace,andwalked

inasLiyemawasdishingupsupper.

Liyema:yhu,samgqibelaninilomntu?

Wehugged,ndabuzanjeimpilothenshesaidI

shouldgototheloungeuphayaubhuti.Iwentin

there,hewasplayingwiththekids,andyesmy

heartstoppedforasecondwhenIsawthelittlegirl

lookingexactlylikeme.Shehadmyeyes,noseand

ears.Iwasliterallylookingatmymini-self.Isat

downaftershakinghandswiththebigbro…

Me:nigrandbra?

TaNko:kakhulundoda,youlookgoodyazi.

Uncedileukheunyamalaleforawhile.

Me:Ifeltgoodyazi,welluntilIwenttovisitmom.



Helookedatthekidsandtoldthemtogoplayin

theirbedroom…

TaNko:ukuxelelengoSinathi?

Me:Istilldon’tunderstandyonkelento.

TaNko:butuyam’bonauyafananawe.

Me:that’stheshockingpart.Butmyquestionwhen

wasSivupregnant?Like,thekidiswhat,twoyears

old?Thinasohlakanalikewhat,threeyearsago.

TaNko:uthiuLiyemait’spossiblethatnohlukana

semithiuSivukulaon-and-offbenimenza,maybea

weekoramonthpregnant.

Ilookedathim…thinking.

Thinkingntonikewhenmymindwasrunning

aroundincirclesnotevenregisteringintoey’1.



TaNko:what’syourwayforward?Orucingantoni?

Me:andiyazibra…like…jongane,Cassandrais

pregnant,andbendisazamaulungisaizintonaye

andthenthiscomesup.Like…hayandiyazi.

TaNko:thatshouldn’tchangethingsthough,it’snot

likeubumfihlelelomntana.Youalsodidn’tknow.

Me:awumazilamntuwenabra.

TaNko:butyoucannotneglectyourchildbecause

ofawoman,anywoman.Ifshelovesyou,thenshe

willfindawaytoseepastthisandtrytowork

thingsout.Forthesakeofherchildaswell.

Me:Ihearyou…

Liyemacamewiththefood,Ideclinedmine.

Bendisandotyamosanyway…

Shewenttoservethekidsthenwabuyaandjoined

us.

TaNko:souzokwenzanjaningomntana,lonaphofu.



Liyema:ukhonanomnye?

TaNko:haibo,Ididtellyouhisgirlfriendispregnant.

Liyema:oohliyenautataebesithimay’khupheisisu?

Ithoughtshewentaheadwiththatidea.

Me:whywouldshe?

Liyema:shewasofferedamilmfethu,whowouldn’t?

Me:awhat?

Liyemalookedatherhusband…guessshedidn’t

knowthatIwasn’ttoldthatpart.

Liyema:uhm…forgetIsaidanything.

Me:LiyemautheuCassandrawasofferedwhat?

Liyema:forgetIsaidanythingNathi,itdoesn’t

matternow.Andithishekeptthechild?

Me:Liyema?

Shenervouslylookedatherhusband,whowas

eating.



Iwaitedonher…shewhisperedherresponse

Liyema:Amillionrand…pleasedon’tsayItoldyou

that.

Me:anentiremillionrand?Whatthefuck??!

TaNko:hewasjusttryingtodowhathethought

wasright,you’veneverhadachildbefore,nowallof

asuddenuzobanabantwanaababini.

Me:whydidn’theofferthatmoneytoSivu’sparents

then?

TaNko:haike,Icannotandwillnotadvocatefor

him.Yiyakuyeumbuze.

Ndathula…

Liyema:whatareyouplanningtodongomntanake?

Losekhona.

Me:umamautheuzamthatha,ahlalekuye.



Liyema:andyou?

Me:Idon’tknow…I’llpaymaintenance.

Liyema:whataboutyourrelationshipwithher?For

twoyearsshedidn’thaveafather,nowsewukhona,

areyoutellingmethatshemustcontinuenot

havingadad?

Me:LiyemaIdidn’tsayIdon’twanther,yonkele

twoyears.Shewashiddenfromme.

Liyema:Ihearyou,butnownankuulapha.Silapha

ngoku,whatareyougoingtodonow?

Me:Ineedwhiskey.

Mybrotherlaughed.

Me:IneedawholebottleofwhiskeyLiyema,can

youorganizethatk’qala?Thenyoucanaskmeall

thesequestionsyou’reaskingmerightnow.

Liyema:hahaha!Gohome,sleepandthencome

backwithanswersmntakwethu,thischildcannot



beneglectedngunina,kantinaweuzokwenzathe

samethingtoher.Goback,re-evaluateyourlife

choicesandseewhereyoucanmakeright,

especiallywhenitcomestoher.Please.

HaymtshanaIgrabbedmycarkeysandwalked

out…mybrotherfollowedmetothecar.

TaNko:don’tbetoohardonyourself,youdidn’t

know.

Me:nowIknow,butIstilldon’tknowwhattodo.

TaNko:therightthingtodoistobeaparenttoher,

beafathertoher.

Me:TaNko,whatisittobeafather?

Helookedatme….

Me:whatisitkenyani?I’mliterallyinajourneyto

discoverthat,withlomntanaukuCassandraand



nowI’mexpectedtojustadaptwithatwoyearold

daughter?Guys,seriously?

TaNko:gohome,sleeponthis.I’llcallyouk’sasa.

Me:ndidingai-glassye50yearoldGlenfiddichbra,

notibhedi.

TaNko:ayondawoyokhuphelaiiztresskeutywala,

buzakubulalabaaw’bhadlanga.

Iopenedmycarandgotin…loweringmywindow.

Me:ratherndibulawebutywalakunobandibulawe

ninifam.Thankyouverymuch.

Irolledthewindowupagain,leavinghimlaughing

there.

DrovetomyplaceandallIwantedwastocallCass

sincokole…butshesaidshe’stakenpillsso…whenI

gothome,Iwenttothecellarandgrabbedmy

whiskey,hadaboutthreeglassesthenIwenttobed.



Iwokeupthefollowing,madebreakfastand

preparedtogotothedoctor’sappointmentwith

Cass,Ileftmyhouseat8ndafikaengekafikipha,

sheonlywalkedinngo8:45,withOnele.

Cass:hey…

Me:hey…

Igotup,wehugged,IalsohuggedOnele.

Me:nileligrand?

Cass:yeah,you?Youlooktired.

Me:Ihadalatenight…butI’mgood.

Cass:mmh.

Shewalkedaheadofus,Onelenudgedmewithan

elbowIsmiledather,aswewalkedtothe

receptionist,Cassgavethelettertothereceptionist



thenweweretoldtofollowtheporter.Oncewegot

totheroomweweretoldonlytwopeoplecangoin.

Meaning,CassandsomeoneelsebetweenOnele

andI.Shelookedatme…

Me:haike.

Cass:uhm,mntase,doyoumind?

Onele:ha.amntase…I’llwaithere.

Cass:enkosi.

Wewalkedintogether,shewenttoundressand

thenlayonthebedinjusttheclinicgown.The

doctorwalkedin,greetedandgotintothebusiness

oftheday.Wedidtheultrasoundfirst,Isawhim…

histinybodyinthatscreenandIfeltsoemotional.

Cass:haikeungazolilisanamplease.

Me:he’sbeautiful…enkosibaby.



Sheclearedherthroat.

Doc:seerightthere…that’sthefibroid,stillgrowing.

IlookedatthedoctorandthenatCassandra…

Me:waitwait,shehasfibroids?

Doc:yes…

Thenthedoctorlookedather…

Cass:yes.

Me:butyouneversaidanythingaboutthat.

Cass:besizolicholaphiixeshatodissecteverything

kanene?

Ilookedatthedoctor…

Me:willshebeabletocarryfullterm?



Doc:fornowwearenotsurebecausetheygrow

simultaneouslyasthebabygrows.

Me:youmeanshemightmiscarry?Or,you’lldoac-

section?

Doc:okaysothisiswhatIcantellyourightnow.

Thesearethefollowingeffectsthatfibroidscan

haveonpregnancy:

1.Fetalgrowthrestriction.Largefibroidsmay

preventafetusfromgrowingfullyduetodecreased

roominthewomb.

2.Placentalabruption.Thisoccurswhenthe

placentabreaksawayfromtheuterinewallbecause

it’sblockedbyafibroid.Thisreducesvitaloxygen

andnutrients.

3.Pretermdelivery.Painfromfibroidsmayleadto

uterinecontractions,whichcanresultinanearly

delivery.

4.Cesareandelivery.WomensHealth.govestimates

womenwithfibroidsaresixtimesTrustedSource

morelikelytoneedacesareandelivery(C-section)

thanwomenwhodon’thavethesegrowths.



Breechposition.Becauseoftheabnormalshapeof

thecavity,thebabymaynotbeabletoalignfor

vaginaldelivery.

5.Miscarriage.Researchnotesthechancesfor

miscarriagearedoubled.

Ilookedatthedoctor,yonkelentoayishwaqayo

imbekandaw’niumntanam?That’sallIwantedto

know.

Cass:sowe’restillgoodfornow?

Doc:yes,we’llmonitorthegrowthandthenassoon

asweseedanger,we’llhavenochoicebuttodoac

-section.

Cass:okaythen…

Shesatup…

Doc:howareyou?Youdoseemabitlighterinspirit

thanthelasttimeyouwerehere.



Shesmiled…

Cass:I’mokay,Iguess.Oh,thisisthebaby’sfather

Nkosinathi…

Doc:nicetomeetyou,I’mdoctorFortune.

Me:nicetomeetyoutoodoc.

Doc:aretheanti-depressantsdoingthework?You

haven’tcomplainedmuch,lately.

Ifroze…Shewastakinganti-depressants?Since

when?

Cass:IthinkIcomplainedalotthefirstfewweeks

becausemybodywasactuallynotusedtothem.

ButnowI’mokay…haha,Ihavemysisters

constantlyremindingmewheneverit’stimetotake

themeds.

Doc:good,Ilikethat.Youhavesuchagreatsupport

system,IthoughtI’dseeCindytoday?



Cass:shehadafall-outwiththisguy…she’strying

herutmostbesttoavoidhim.

Doc:evenmissingyourappointment?

Cass:theysentoutOneletocomewithme,because

Itoldthemhewantedtotagalongfortoday’s

appointment.Atleastshe’sahugefanofhim.

Theyweretalkingaboutmeasifandikhointhe

sameroomwiththem,doctorsmiledatme…I

smiledbackbutatthebackofmymindIwantedto

askngezipillsandthediagnosis.Afterafewmore

minutesbesenzatheirregularchecks,wewalked

out.Apparentlyshehadpaidwhenmakingthe

appointment.

Onele:thatwasfast.

Cass:yeahwell,all’sgood.

Onele:ugrandTaNko?

Me:yeah…I’mgood.



Onele:yousure?Youlookdepressed,forsome

reason.

Cass:he’sjustshockedthatItakeanti-depressants

andthatIhavefibroidsgrowinginmywomb.He’ll

befinewethu.

Ididn’tfindthisfunnyatall,andIblamedmyselfa

lotfornotbeingtherewhenthenewsofher

pregnancycameout.Maybeikhonainto

engendiyenzile,Idon’tknow.She’sfourmonthsinto

pregnancyyetshe’sgotsomuchtodealwithonthe

sideaswell?Howmuchmorecanshetakethough?

Like,couldn’tGodgiveezinyeizintotosomeone

else?Wewalkedtotheparkinglot…

Me:canwegrababitebeforeya’llheadhome?

Onele:we’reheadingtotheshoppingcenterfirst,

wannatagalong?

Me:ifyoursisterdoesn’tmind.

Cass:Ihaveanassignmenttosubmit,hambani



nobabiniI’llcatchyouguysthere.

Me:wecanstartatthecampuskaloku,akhonto

imoshakeleyo.

Cass:uOneleuyaleqa.

Me:concernyamnguwe,uzohambangantoniifwe

gotogether.

Onele:she’sdrivingimotokasisi…masambebra.

Wait,shecandrive?

Ifeltstupid,it’sjustbeenTHREEmonths,yet

everythingthathashappenedinmyabsenceininzi

ingathiyeyonyakaortwo.

Me:whendidyoulearntodrive?Heyndishyekile

man.

Shelaughed…

Cass:Ipassedmydrivers’licenseaweekago,so



I’mstillanewdriver.

Me:wow…okay,seeyouatthemall.

Onele:don’tgoAWOLonus!

Cass:whatever!

Shelaughedandwalkedaway,we(OneleandI)

walkedtomycar….

Ilegitmissedoutonalot.
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IdrovewithOneleinsilenceforawhile,Iwasstill

tryingtowrapmyheadaroundthiswholething.

Like,everything.Ilookedather,shewasbusyon

herphone…

Me:aren’tyousupposedtobeinschool?

Onele:kuyabhalwa,I’monlywritingnextweekso

ndizogudukaeitherngomsoorngoms’omnye.



Me:mmh.

Onele:howwasCanada?

Me:haha!Bekumnandi,tobeawayfromeverything

andeveryone.

Onele:everyonebeingmysister?

Itookamomenttothinkaboutmyanswer…

Me:yes.

Onele:youthinkyoumadetherightdecision?I

mean,nowthatyou’reback?

Me:honestly?No.

Shelaughed…

Me:ImissedoutonsomuchallbecauseIcouldn’t

standthefactthatshekissedanothermanandlied

aboutit.



Onele:okaytaNko,ndcelaubuza.

Me:shoot.

Onele:youguysbrokeupbecausesheliedokanye

becauseyoufeltthatherkissingtheothermanwas

thesameasyousleepingwithyourex?

Me:both…butmostimportantly,thepartwhereshe

liedwithoutremorse.Like,sheliedstraighttomy

face.

Onele:wereyouexpectinghertotellyouthetruth?

Immediately?

Me:notnecessarily,mxm…akusenanimanOnele,

sesilaphangoku.

Onele:mmhhaike,xausitsho.

Shesaidthatasiftherewassomethingelseshe

wasgonnasay…butIdidn’twannapry.Ijustdrove

tothemallandthenwewenttogrababite.

Me:howlongwillshetake?



Onele:Idon’tknow,mfounele.

Tookoutmyphoneandcalledher…

Cass:hello?

Me:shouldweorderforyou?

Cass:nizoqalangotya?

Me:ewe…andimazinobauzothiniuOneleapha

kaloku.

Cass:xelelauOneletogowithherplan,nawe

ungakhabeuqoshelisaezakhoizintothenwecan

eatofikakwam.

Me:okay,sohowlongwillyoutake?

Cass:aboutanhour,max.

Me:Ithoughtyou’reonlysubmittinganassignment?

Cass:andIhaveanotherstoptomakebeforeIget

toyouguys,soyeah,anhourmax.

Me:okay.Sharp.



Cass:sure.

Shehungup…

Me:uthimasiqosheliseiiplanszethusigqibele

ngokutya,she’llprollytakeanhourtogethere.

Onele:alrightthen,mandiyekwaTelkom…

ndizakufumanaphi?

Me:beforeyougo…

Onele:oh-kay….

Me:isyoursisterdatinganyone?

Shelaughed…bahlemanooCassandrakokwabo.

Onele:IlikeyoutaNkoneh,butyoushoulddirect

suchquestionstoher.

Me:yesorno?It’sthatsimple.

Onele:Idon’tknow.



Me:you’relying.

Onele:shedoesn’ttellmemuch,becauseuyayaziI

likeyousoaftershetoldallofusthatyouguys

brokeup,someofuswereonyoursideandsome

onhers…shedecidednottoevertellusiindaba

zakhe.Like,sonke.Evenoobhutibebemanebebuza

aphakumthinkingthatsiyathethakantisiyafana

sonke.

Me:mh.

Onele:uworsengokuanelicense…akaxelinaxa

ehambashejustgoesout,comebackngexesha

lakheandkeakhomntuuzam’buzanto.Mdala.

Me:Isee…Iknowshesaidshe’snotreadyforany

commitmentwhenIaskedhersibuyelanebutI’m

gettingsomeweirdvibesfromher.

Onele:well,youcanonlyknowifyouaskher.

Me:ayt…callmewhenyou’redoneorwhenshe’s

here.

Onele:sharp.



Webothwentourseparateways.

IwenttoSandile’sworkplace…hewasonteatime,

IsawhimsmokingasIdrovein.Hecametomycar,

greetedasIalsocameoutofitsoyamakwibonnet.

Me:youonlysmokewhenyou’restressed,what’s

up?

Sandile:mfethu!

Me:yintoni?

Sandile:ufikileumyenikaNthabiseng

ezomkhangela.

Ifroze….

Sandile:yinjalamntanabra!Yinkukumalaway,

ingaskendimfakekwikirivandiyomphosakwa

Grinekerqha.

Me:whendidthishappen?

Sandile:izolo…he’sstillaroundnangoku.



Me:unjaniuMas’x?

Sandile:uzaw’yaepsychiatrichospitallowo…

akamameli.Stru,uzoadmit’wauMasixolebra.

Watchandsee.

Me:I’msorry.

Sandile:akhowaymtshana…

Me:sobamkile?

Sandile:bamkilekwaMasixole,Idon’tthink

bamnkileaph’eBhayi.

Ndathula….

Me:Cassandra’sispregnantwithmyson.

Helookedatme…

Me:andapparentlyIhaveatwoyearolddaughter

withSivuyise.

Sandile:tyhiniNkosinathi!Hayuyinjawenakengoku!



Wejuststaredateachotherinsilence.

Sandile:soniyathini,niyabuyelananoCassandra?

SimyekekeuSivuyisebecauseuoutkulequestion.

Me:that’swhatIwant.

Sandile:usure?Doyoutrusthernow?

Me:Ican’trunawayfromthefactthatIstillloveher,

surelywecanworkontrust.

Sandile:uthiniyena?

Me:uthishe’snotreadytocommitonanything.

Sandile:ukhonakeumntuajolanaye.

Me:nah,she’s….Ijustfoundouttodaythatshe’son

anti-depressants.

Sandile:whilepregnant?

Me:yeah,apparentlytheyarenotasharmfulasI

assumed…she’sbeenthroughalotbra.Ifeelsorry

forherthatIamthecauseofmostofthethings



she’sbeenthroughthesepastthreemonths.

Sandile:helpmegetthis,doyouwanttowork

thingsoutbecauseusamthandaorbecauseyou

feelsorryforher?

Ndathula…wasIevensurewhyIwannaworkthings

outngoku?

Sandile:oryoujustwantyourchildtogrowupwith

bothparents?

Me:that,Iwant.

Sandile:butit’snotgonnabeahealthyhomeifboth

partiesarenotinthesameunderstanding.

Me:eishbra.

Sandile:hlalanayephantsiandaskherwhatdoes

shewant,seewhereyoufitinwhatshewants,then

takeitfromthere.

Me:akathethiuCassandrabra,like,she’sgot

fibroidsgrowinginherwomb,she’scurrentlyon



someanti-depressantmedsyetIhadtohearallof

thiswhenIaccompaniedhertothecheck-up

namhlanje.Like,thesethingsshecouldhavetold

mebeforesheagreedthatIcangowithhertothe

doctorbutshechosenotto.Ndiyamazinge

independencyyakheandnamndiyamthandaforit

butthatshitgratesmytitsman,fuck!

Helaughed…

Myphonerang…

Me:speakofthedevil.

Sandile:cabaniyafounelana?

Irolledmyeyesathim…whywon’twecalleach

otherwhenwe’rehavingasontogether?Ucinga

njaninauSandile?

Me:hey?



Cass:niphi?

Me:ndimshiyeemalluOnele,uphiwena?

Cass:almostatthemall.

Me:okayndiyeza…

Cass:ifubusyakhoneed,goonwithyourbusiness.

Me:IsaidI’monmyway.

Cass:eshe,okay.

Me:sure.

Wehungup…

Me:Ihavetogo.

Sandile:ninedate?

Me:nah,butIhavetogo.

Sandile:beforeyougo…

Me:hm?

Sandile:xaengafuninibuyelanewillsheallowyou



tohavearelationshipwithyourson?

Me:that’sonethingshepointedoutfromthe

beginningthatshedoesn’tmindatall,shewon’t

standonmywayifnamndiyafunaukuyakhaloo

relationship.Hencendiyilenayekwagqirha

namhlanje.

Sandile:whateveryoudo,don’tneglectyour

daughter…sheneedsyouthemost.

Me:mh,khaw’yekemfethu.Yenyenjeleyo.

Sandile:donotneglecther.That’sallI’msaying.

Igotintomycar,starteditanddrovebacktothe

shoppingmall.Shewasstillinthecar,Iparkedright

nexttoher…itwasacoincidencethough,our

parkingbecauseIonlyparkedtherebecauseitwas

aquickerwayofcomingoutofthemall.She

steppedoutandlockedthecar.Ididthesafe…

Cass:youreallycameback.

Me:becauseIwanttotalktoyou,akhangesigqibe



uthethanayizolo.

Shesmiledandfixedherdress.

WewalkedtogethertoeithergofindOneleorfind

indawoyotyathenshecanfindus…

Me:whydidn’tyoutellmethatmydadofferedyou

amillionrandtogetridofthebaby?

Cass:haywethuNkos’nathindiyekengabantu

bakokwenumna.

Me:whydidn’tyoutellme?

Cass:tellyouwhen?Like,Idon’tunderstandyou.

Brayouchosetoshuttheworldoutofyourlifefor

threemonths,notme.Anythingthathappenedin

thatthreemonths,youcannotreallyexpectmeto

beacassetteandplaybackeverythingforyouatthe

sametime.ObviouslyezinyeizintoI’llblockout

becausesozendizibulalengestressndimncinci

mna,ndistresswebubucarelessbam,phindendi

stresswebygrownmenwhoareusedtothrowing



moneyattheirproblemszinyamalale.Haynever.

Me:Igetthatbutyoushouldhavetoldmethispart.

Cass:Ididn’twantto,Iwantedyourfamilytotell

youngokwabobecausengabakokwenu.

Me:butCass…

Cass:andsanasebencedebakuxelelengokwabo…

hehbra,doesyourfatherknowIhavetrustfunds

waitingforme?Like,doesheknowthatIreally

don’tcarengemaliyakho,neyakheforthatmatter?

DoesyourbrotherknowthatIdon’tcarewhether

theyrecognizemychildastheirownornot?

Ngumntanamlonaguys,Iwishtheycangetthat

intotheirthickskullsthatwhethertheyrecognize

himornot,itdoesn’tchangethefactthatngowam.

DoesyoursisterknowthatIdon’tgivearats’ass

whetherIgetmarriedtoyouornot?Infact,abantu

bakokwenubayayaziukubatherearepeopleout

therengaphandlekwabo?Ngaphandlekwenu?

Ngaphandlekwakho?Like,therearehuman-

breathing-beingsaphaelizweningaphandle

kwabantubakwaDakumba.



Me:Ididn’tsaybrag…

Cass:I’mallowedto,I’malsoinformingyoukaloku

baIactuallydonotneedyouguys.Nonke.Evenif

awunomondlalomntanabra,like,asozendikuse

nasecourt.Uzotyalentondiyityayonobayintoni.

IswallowedwhateverIwasgonnasaytoher.She

wasfuriousalloveragain,enganaxeshalokuba

we’rewalkinginashoppingmallegcweleabantu.

Wewalkedinsilence…shewasonherphone,

textingoko.WegottoWendy’sandsheordered

lemonwatersingenanje.Thenwefoundanopen

table,herwatercamethroughwithMenu’s

Me:where’syoursister?

Cass:she’llbehereinaboutfiveminutes.

Me:okay…that’senoughtimetotellyouthatIdon’t

careaboutyourtrustfunds,Idon’tcareifamillion

randyichangekuwe,Idon’tcareifyoucanafford

lomntanauwedwa.WhatIcareaboutisthatI’m



gonnabepartofhislifeaswell.Onewayorthe

other,I’mnotgonnabeutatawofakaimaliqhabut

I’mgonnabeavisiblefathertomyson.

Cass:asIhavesaidbefore,Iwillnotstopyoufrom

doinganyofthat,butkhaw’beupractice’aphakulo

kaSivuyisekentwanayam.Whenyouseepha

kulowaumntanathatyoucandozonkeezizinto

uzithethayothenyoucanstartnotcaringabout

whatIsaid.

Me:kutheniunjenanjeCassandra?

Shechuckled,eatingasliceoflemon…

Cass:ngxakiyambesendizixeleleI’mpastyouand

yourfamily,IwasokaywithyouinCanadanowyou

wantmetoopenupoldwoundswhichI’mnot

gonnado.Sorrytodisappointyou.Andizi.

Me:Iamnotresponsibleformyfamily,whatthey

doorwhattheysay.Butyoucanholdme

accountableforwhatIdo,orsayngalonawam



umlomo.That,youcando.

Cass:hayiNkos’nathi,hayi.Yiyekelento

uy’thethayosingekaxabenelikulemall.Yiyekebhuti.

Hersisterwalkedin…Icouldfeelthatsheblamed

meforeverythingbuthello?Iwasfreakennotthere!

Iwouldhavestoodupforherifbendikhona,why

can’tsheunderstandthatpartke?Like,Ididn’tsay

kuSivunayelowobamakafihleumntana.We

orderedfood,shejustorderBuffalosaladand

water…

Me:whencanIexpectyourfamilyekhaya?

Cass:for?

Me:bayofakaityala.

Shelaughed…joinedbyOnele.

Me:nihlekantoni?



Cass:ityamfethu…yiyekelentouy’buzayoman.Eat

yourfood.

Me:ndiy’yekelentoniwhenwebothknowit’s

supposedtobedone?

Cass:Bra,eatyourfood.

Me:Onelezundipheinumberkatatakho.

OnelelookedatCassandra…

Cass:namndingakunika…infact,saphaiphone

yakhondikufakele.

Igavehermyphone,whywasshesoeager?She

knewI’mgonnaberoastedbyherdadbutIdidn’t

care…allIwantedwastodotherightthingformy

son’swell-being.Whenshewasdoneshegaveme

myphoneback…

Me:Thanks.



Cass:thankmelater.

Onelejustlaughed…andexcusedherself.

Cass:uyaphi?

Onele:ndiyabuyandiyakusisi…she’satEdgars.

Cass:oh.

Shewalkedaway…

Me:youknow…Idogetthatasizobuyelanake,like,

uyayicacisangendlelaoyiyonobaawudeulikhuphe

phandleeventhoughiyintoendiyifunayoleyobut

ndiyakucela,canwedotherightthingforourchild?

Cass:benditshilomnaIdon’tmindyoubeing

involvedinanywayyouseefit.

Me:kalokuintoyokuqalakukuhlawula,thenezinye

willfollowsuit.

Cass:thatyoucanspeakwithmydadthen,



andizingeni.

Me:okaythen,I’llspeaktoyourdad.

Shesmiled…touchingherbelly.Ifiguredhe’s

kickingagain.

Cass:iyayithandaindawoenawelechap…oko

endenzaiboxingringyakhe.

Me:uyam’vautatakhe.

Sherolledhereyesatmethenlookedatherbelly

smiling.Bothherhandstouchingit.

Icouldwatchherallday…theylookedbeautifuland

atpeace.Uy’yekelepartwhereCassjustgot

provokedwandigcwalisela…butwhenevershe

lookedatherbellyshelookedatpeace.
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Sheofferedtopay,askedforadoggiebagfor

Onele’sfoodthenwewalkedout.

Me:so…whenisyournextappointment?

Cass:I’lltextyouonceIcheck,Ileftmybaginthe

car.

Me:thankyou.

Cass:thankyoufortaggingalong.

Me:nosweat…canIaskafavour?

Cass:sure,aslongasithasnothingtodowithyour

family.

Me:canyoupleasetellmeizintobeforewegoto

thedoctor?Sothatndingabingudomieduringthe

people.

Shelaughed…

Me:like,anythingthatIneedtoknow,yithethe



ngoku.

Cass:alrightlet’ssee…I’mmovingtoCapeTown

immediatelyafterIgraduate.Ihaven’treally

decidedwhetherI’llgivebirththatsideorathome

butyeah.

Me:what?Why?

Cass:Igotaninternshipphaya…butItoldthem

aboutmysituationsothey’rewillingtowaituntilI

givebirth.

Me:andthenumntana?

Cass:uSisCindyhasofferedtotakecareofhim,

butI’lltakehimbackonceI’vesettledthatside.

Ilookedather…shehadconcludedalready.

Ngaphandlekwam.

Cass:settledbeing,Icanaffordmyownplace,

transportationandkindergarten.Butoobhutiwill

mostcertainlyberesponsibleforezinyeizinto

zomntanasoIjustneedtosortmyselfout.



Me:andthenwheredoIfitinthiswhole

arrangement?KnowingthatyoursisCindyhates

myguts?

Cass:okwangokuasemncinciawuzokwazi

umthathaeweuzambonabutnotkuthwe

uzamthathaforaweekendoranythinglongerthan

aday…butafterhisfirstbirthdaywecanmake

visitationarrangementske.

Me:uyazivaCassandra?

Cass:kakuhle…he’sprollygonnabebornbeforehis

timeanywayandifndibelekendiselaphathen

uzaw’maneujikelacozandizohambandimbonaba

usandidinganam.Butforhissake,andforpeace’s

sakeI’dsuggestumbonexaeyekumamaor

xandikhona…then,afteregqibeatleastoneyear

thenndingakunikakeamaneebakuwenobakunge

weekendsorholidays.Idon’tmind.

Shewasreasonable…



Me:whycan’tyougivehimtomymother?

Yhowaphelayintsiniwadewalila…wewerewalking

towardstheparkinglot.Istoodnexttoherlikean

idiotbecauseIdidn’tfindthisfunnyatall.

Cass:givewhotowho?How?When?Why?

Me:giveoursontomymothertotakecareoff.

Cass:haybra,abanomtyisaityhefuumntanam?

Me:hayboCassandra?!

Cass:dude!TheywantedtoPAYmetoabort,an

entireMILLIONRANDonoffer,inexchangeformy

son.Hello?Nowyouwantmetogivethem

umntanamonasilverplatter?HaiboNkosinathi!

Hayihayihayizaziizintozodlala.

OkayIshutup…



Cass:yhuhayzaziizintozodlalamntakabawo,ifit

wereuptomengengayinobasenangaphikokwenu

lomntanabutIcannotdeprivehimofthat.He

deservestoknowbothhisfamiliesnomatterhow

muchIhatetheidea.

Me:okay,pointtaken.Akazogcinwangumama

umntana.Pointtaken.

Cass:enkosi.Yhuhay.Yhu.

Shewasnotangrynow…shewashurt.

Shegotintohercar…shewipedhereyes,blewher

noseandstartedhercar.

Me:sulilakaloku.

Cass:byebyebra…I’lltextyouxandizoyakwi

appointmentelandelayo.

Me:canIcallyoulater?

Cass:thisisenoughforoneday…andpleaseneh,

sibekeisigezokeecaleni.Yourdaughterneedsyou,



pleasefinditinyourhearttoacceptthatsheexists

andthatsheneedsyoutoloveher.Thefactthatu

Sivuabandonedheranddidn’tgiveheruthando

lomzaliesemncinciisalreadyascarkulamntana,

don’taddontoit.Please.

Ilookedather…

AsshedroveoffIknewthatverymomentba

andilogezaxandisithiIwanthertobemywife.

She’sgotabigheartandevenifbesixabanabutshe

stillfelttheneedtopointthatout,thatIneededto

takeresponsibilityofmychildirregardlessofthe

circumstanceszokuvelakwakheokanyezokumazi

kwam.

Igotinmycaranddrovetomyplace…Igotmy

whiskeynexttomeandcalledSivuyise.Yes,Istill

hadhernumber…forsomereason.

Sivuyise:NkosinathiDakumba?



Me:Sivuyise,unjani?

Sivuyise:gettothepointplease,Idon’thaveallday.

Haikendamhleka…haibo,njenjalo?

Me:hehSivu,ubuyaw’ndixelelaniniukuba

ndinomntana?

Sivuyise:unomntana?Umthathaphi?

Me:Sivuyise,yourfamilybroughtSinathitomy

familybecauseyourauntwhowaslookingafterher

passedaway.

Sivuyise:oohthat.

Me:yes,that.

Sivuyise:haywethukhandiyekemna.

Me:Sivuyise?

Sivuyise:youtoldmetoleaveyoualone,andIdid.

Nownguwelouleqekaemvakwamoverachildyou

didn’tknowexistedforthepastthreeyears?Really?



Me:Ididn’tknowbecauseyoudidn’ttellme…now

backtomyquestion.Whenwereyougoingtotell

me?

Sivuyise:Iwasn’tgoingtotellyou.Period.

Me:whySivuyise?

Sivuyise:because!Shedidn’tneedyouhaibo.She

survivedngaphandlekwakho,shewasfed,clothed

andhappy.Sobendizokuxelelelantoni?

Me:aw’philangakodwawena.

Sivuyise:alrightthen,ndiyekenongaphilikwam.

Ondlaumntanalowohlukanenam,ifthere’s

anythingelseyouneedregardingher,uyaw’sole

uyibuzakulomtuumzisekokwenu.ByeFelicia.

Thenshehungup…

Hehe!

Somewomenarecrazykodwa,andIhappento

knowwheretofindthem.

OnonehandIhaveCassandrawhowantsnothing



todowithmyfamily,ontheotherhandIhave

Sivuyisewhowantsnothingtodowithherdaughter.

Like,seriously?WheredidIfindthem?

Ilayonmybackthinking…

ThenIheardaknockoutside…

Iwenttoopenup,onlypersonwhohadmygate

remotewasAsenathiandyes,itwasherwithtwoof

herfriends,oneofthembeingKatlego.Like,they

hadtheworsttimingever.

Me:what’sup?

Asenathi:areyounotgonnainviteusin?

Me:Iamnotinthemoodforpeople…nifunantoni?

Shewalkedrightpastme,calledherfriendstodo

thesamendashiyekandisisibhanxakulamnyango.



Asenathi:don’ttellmeyou’remoaningover

Cassandra.

Me:ifyouhavenothingtosay,shutthefuckup.

Okay?

Katlego:yhu!

Asenathi:don’tmindhim….

Theywenttotheloungeandputtheirbags,one

wenttothelaundryroomwhiletheotherwenttothe

kitchenleavingonetostartcleaningfromthe

lounge,diningareatowardsthekitchen.Iwasn’t

surprisedbythis,butIwasn’tinthemoodforit.Not

today…

Me:Asenathi?

Asenathi:mntase?

Me:patio.Now.



Iwalkedout…

Shefollowedbehindme…

Me:what’syourgamenow?Ubasaphiababantu

apha?

Asenathi:we’lljustcleanforyou,siphekethen

sikushiyeinpeace.

Me:Idon’twantanyofthatbra,ndcelanihambe.

Asenathi:I’mnotgonnaallowyouyoutokill

yourselfngestressmntakamamandikhona,Iknow

Icannothelpyouwithanythingwhenitcomesto

yourrelationshipsbutatleastletmedowhatIcan

do.

Ilookedatherandjustwalkedaway…grabbedmy

keysanddrovebacktomybrother’splace.Parked

andwentinside…

Liyema:sozekeuzekwamiintsukuzilandelelana



uphaca!

Me:awusangxolibra…uphiumyenakho?

Liyema:he’satthebackwiththekids.

Iwenttothebackyard,theywerebuilding

something,thekidssawmefirstandallcame

runningtome.Sinathiincluded…

TaNko:you’reback.

Me:yep…IwashopingI’dgettotakesomeoneout

forlunch.

HelookedatSinathi,Inod.Hesmiled…

TaNko:Sinathi?

Sinath:tata.

TaNko:izobulisautatakhomntanam.



Shesmiledandwalkeduptohim,extendedher

handandheshookit.Thattoremeapart…shemust

haveheardhiskidssayingtatatohimwaqonda

nayemakatshoathitata.Hebentdownstilllooking

atherandtheirhandsstillshaking…

TaNko:goodgirl,nowjongalousemvakwakho

utata.

Sheturnedaroundandlookedatme.

TaNko:nankukeowakhoutatanontombi.

Shesmiledatme…

TaNko:nowbulisautata.

Sheextendedherhand,Iextendedmine…Icannot

begintoexplainthefeelingIhad.



Sinathi:‘njanitata?

Iclearedmythroat…

Me:ndiphililemntanam,unjaniwena?

Sinathi:phililenam.

Thenshejuststoodtheresmiling…Iwasliterally

lookingatayounger(female)me.

Me:wouldyouliketocomehavelunchintownme?

Shedidn’trespond…

TaNkosignaledthatIshouldn’tspeakEnglish…

Me:uyafunauhambanamsiyeetown?

Sinathi:zondithengelaicakenonodolitata?

Me:ewemntanam.



Sinathi:yhimake.

Sheraninside…Iremainedinthatsquattedposition

andshedatear…

TaNko:don’tbetoohardonyourself.Akazinto.

Me:ikhonaintoethiebekhewaqalaedaycare?Like,

anyrecordsindicatingthat?

TaNko:no…ebehlalaendlini.

Me:yhohayuSivungumntuonjani?

TaNko:kuthwawagqithisangayeesandqomzala…

soyeah.

Sinathicamebackout….WithLiyemaandtheother

kids.

Liyema:uthiuNananiyaetown?

Me:yeah…ndizombuyisakwamsinyawethu.



Shegavemealist….

Liyema:takyourtimentwana,justaddthosethings

wethukulentoniyoyenzaetown.

Me:sure.MasambeNana.

Shesamerunningandgrabbedmytwofingersinto

herfullhand.

Istrappedherebackanddrovetotown,wewentto

eatfirst.BoughtheraburgerandjuicewhileIjust

hadwater.Iwasn’thungry…sheatesopassionately

ngathinguCassandraxaesityaengqengqengecala.

ItookoutlalistkaLiyema…itwasalistofclothes,

mostlywamclothesandshoes,netoiletries.Like,

shecompiledalistofthingsthatSinathineeded.

Whenweweredoneeatingsahambasayothenga

impahla,shecamealivewhenshesawtheclothes…

hereyeslitupandherstephadaskip/beattoit.I



didmybesttobuyeverything(andmore)thatwas

onthatlist…thenwewenttobuytake-awaysfor

everyoneelsethenItookherhome.Shehadher

blackafrogirlclosetoherheart.

Liyema:thankyoubhuti,kakhulu.

Me:ndcelaundikhangeleleiidocumentszakheso

thatIcanstartlookingforadaycareforher.

Liyema:ohreally?Lindandiyozithatha.

Sherushedtotheroom…Iwasleftwithmybrother.

TaNko:I’mproudofyouman.

Me:I’mproudofmyselftoo…butit’sallbabysteps,

right?

TaNko:yeah.

Me:talkingaboutbabysteps,what’sthisthingthat

youtoldCassandrayouwillnotrecognizemyson

asourbloodwhensherefusedtotakethemilyou



anddadofferedher?

Hiseyesalmostpoppedout,Iknewrightthenthat

shewasn’texaggerating.Herreactionand

everythingelse,shewasnotexaggerating.

TaNko:mfethu,ouremotionswerehigh…like,we

didn’tmeanyonkelantosasiyithethapha.

Me:hayguys,firstya’llofferheramillionrandfor

ukhuphaumntana,nextthingnithikwalomntana

mightbeabastard?Seriouslyfam?Like…

TaNko:I’msorry.

Me:it’sokaybra…qhaziyandothusaizinto

enizenzayonetaima…ndisaqwebaisibindiforyena

cozIwillnotletthisgo.

AfterIreceivedthedocuments,Iwentbackhome.

Iwasdonefortheday,nowIneededtogather

isibinditofacemydad.
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#Cassandra

AfterNkosinathileftIfoundoutthatI’mpregnant.I

wasmadatmyselfforbeingcarelessandfornot

havinganyonetoblame.Like,ndimwonkelowho

didthistoherself,therewasnobodytoblame,I

knewaboutcontraceptivesyetIchosenottotake

them,IknewaboutprotectionyetIchosenottouse

it.Iknewthecircumstancesofunprotectedsexyet

whatdidIdo?Iwentaheadandhadunprotected

sex,nocondom,nothing.InasmuchasIblamed

myselfforthispregnancy,Iknewhowmuchhe

wantedtobeafatherandhewasdeprivedofthat

fromhisprevious(serious)relationshipsoIwas

willingtogivehimthat.He’sbeengoodtomeall

thistimethatI’veknownhimsoIwantedtogive

himlomntanaandallowhimtobethefatherhe’s

alwayswantedtobe.So,whenIhecalledmewhile

hewasstillinCanadaobviouslyIwasexcitedandI

wantedtosharethegoodnewswithhimbuthe

dumpedmesoIjustshutthehellupanddecided



nottotellhimcozhe’sprollygonnathinkndifuna

singabisalahlanaorsomethingalongthoselines.

Igotdischargedfromthehospitalneh,thencame

backbecauseapparentlyIhadgrownsome

infectiousfungusorsomething.Ispentabouta

weekndingamboniuDrSirhonyiwhilehospitalized

andIdidn’teventellmyfamilythistimearound,I

justwantedtobealone.Onthefourthday,ofmy

secondadmission,DrSirhonyicamethrough…I

washavingbreakfast,alonekwelaward.

DrSirhonyi:heynow?

Ilookedup…

Hewalkedinandcametowardsmybed.

Me:heystranger.



Hesmiledandcametohugme,Iswearhislips

brushedthesideofmyheaddeliberately.

DrSirhonyi:ubuyelentoniapha?

Me:IseemtoenjoythepamperingIgethere.

Webothlaughed…

DrSirhonyi:onaseriousnotenow,whyareyou

back?

Me:checkmyfolder,andizazimnaezizintozenuzi

khumshileyo.

Hegrabbedthefolderandreadthroughit,thenput

itbackdown.

DrSirhonyi:I’msorry…andcongratulationsonthe



baby.

Me:thankyou.

DrSirhonyi:youdon’tlookexcited.

Me:haha,amIsupposedtobe?

DrSirhonyi:you’rebringingahumanbeingtoearth,

thatshouldbeexcitingasitis.

Me:well…theonlypersonwhowouldhavewanted

thechildjustdumpedmeso…

DrSirhonyi:ohman…I’msorry.

Ishrugged…

DrSirhonyi:butthatstilldoesn’tmeanyou

shouldn’tbeexcited,you’regoingtobesomeone’s

mother.

Me:andbecauseofthat,Iwon’tattendmy

graduationceremony.

DrSirhonyi:butyouwillstillgetyourdegree,



whetheryouwearthegownornot.Andevenifyou

don’twearit,yourfamilycanstillmakeanintimate

ceremonyforyouafteryou’vegivenbirth.

Okay…hewasmakingsense.

DrSirhonyi:smile,it’snottheendoftheworld.

Me:thankyou.

DrSirhonyi:ndiyekilekeukubanguGqirhawakho,I

justpoppedintocollectmythingsebezilaphathenI

heardyou’rebacksoIdecidedtocomesayhi,and

bye.

Me:uyekelentoni?

DrSirhonyi:Iuhm,whenwekissed.Irealizedthatif

IwantedtopursuethiscrushIhaveonyouI

wouldn’tbeableto.

Me:oh,soyouhaveacrushonme?

DrSirhonyi:hahaasifyouhadnotestablishedthat

already.



Ismiled…Iwasn’tblushingbutIsmiled.

DrSirhonyi:youknow,thedoctor-patient

restrictions.

Me:oohthat.Sowavelawayekanjeumsebenzi

overacrush?

DrSirhonyi:nah,notnecessarilyoveracrushbut

alsotomoveontoanothercity.

Me:yougotajoboffer?

DrSirhonyi:yes,tomanageaprivatepracticein

CapeTown.

Me:wow,congratulationsmfondini.

DrSirhonyi:thankyou…nowthat’stheattitudeI

wasexpectingwhenIcongratulatedyou

ngomntana.

Isighed…



Heheldmyhand.

DrSirhonyi:you’regoingtobeagreatparent,thatI

know.

Me:youhappentohavetoomuchfaithonme.

awundazinondazibutyoualreadyknowI’mgonna

beagreatparent?Yho.

DrSirhonyi:trustme,IknowandI’mwillingtohelp

youwhereveryouneedhelpduringthispregnancy.

Thatsoundedlikemusictomyears,it’ssomething

I’vebeenlongingtohear.

Me:but,where’syourwife?Kids?

DrSirhonyi:I’mlookingatone.

Ndamhleka!



Me:uthini?You’relookingatwhat?

DrSirhonyi:I’mlookingatmywife,rightnow.

Me:youcannotbeserious.Like,youjustcannot.

DrSirhonyi:whynot?

Me:I’mpregnantwithsomeoneelse’schild,Ijust

brokeupwiththefatherofthebabywenaallyou

seeisawife?UtshayantoniDoc?

Nowwashisturntolaugh…

DrSirhonyi:mymothertaughtmetoclaimwhatI

want,whenIwantitandlettheuniverseandGoddo

thework.

Me:wowumamakhosana.Butkemasibeserious…

DrSirhonyi:I’mserious,okanyeubonalento

ndihleka?

Me:Idon’twannajumpfromthisrelationshipto

another.Ineedtimetohealfirstandpossiblyfind

direction,seeingthatI’mgonnabeamothertoo.



DrSirhonyi:sothereisapossibilityofmutual

feelingssomewhere?

Me:hahaha!CanwefocusonwhatIjustsaid?

DrSirhonyi:okay,Iunderstandallofthat,andI’m

gonnagiveyouthespaceyouneedaslongasyou

knowthatinyouIseemywife.

Me:cabandiyiwifematerialbethuna.

DrSirhonyi:haha,yourexsaidthataswell?

Me:everychancehecouldget,andtrustme…he

meantit.

DrSirhonyi:buthedumpedyou.

Me:becauseItoldhimIkissedyou.

DrSirhonyi:umfaziakakhiwamthinikeThixunathi,

njengobanayewabonaumfaziaphakuwe,nam

ndizibonele.

Me:haysanajointheline…nowisnotagoodtime.

DrSirhonyi:canIjustgiveyoumynumber?Please

callmewhenyouneedanything.



Igavehimmyphone,hesavedhisnumberasDoc

thengaveitbacktomeaftercallinghimselfsohe

couldsavemine.Afterthat,wanyamalala…Ifigured

hewentbacktohisnewjobpostandam’phazamisa

kenambecauseIdidn’tseeaneed.Itoldmyfamily

abouteverything,pregnancyandall.Onthedayof

myfinaldischarge,Igotacallfrommamaka

Nkosinathitovisitherthere’ssomethingurgentto

discusssoIwenttherewithmybrother…welater

regrettedthat.Eversincethatday,bothmybrothers

distancedthemselvesfromanythingrelatingto

Nkosinathi.EyonantoyacaphukisauBhut’Steveis

howmoneywasthrownatmetoabort…hewas

livid.Wafikaendliniwabaliselautatayonkinto,

bekhonanoosisi….Iwascrying,like,thedisrespect?

Mydadhadhisarmaroundmyshoulderashe

asked…

Dad:soufunasithinikemntanam,goingforward?

Me:sanulifakatataityalakulamzi.

Dad:butit’stherightthingtodo,they’vewrongus



nowmabahlawule.

Me:tatathosemonsterswantedmetoflushmy

childdownthedrainforamillionrand?Amere

millionrandforthelifeofmychild?

Steve:bayayaziababantubakhoSandraukubauyi

millionwenakulendawoukuyo?

Lionel:IsupportuCasstata…asizoxakwa

ngumntana.Whetherbamhlawuleornot,

akazosixakatu.

Me:enkosibhuti.

Cindy:larubbishithenqekeizisiniezibolileyo

ngaphaeCanadawhileyouhavetodealwithhis

fuckedupfamily?Yhunihambanikhethananiman

Cassandra.

Dad:hayuyathukaSindiwa!

Cindy:xolotatabutnalankukumayendoda

iyandicaphukisa,couldn’thewaitabuyekethen

akwale?Me:Idon’tmindukwaliwanguNkosinathi

guys,like…yhoooondigrand.Ijustwantnothingto

dowithhisfamily.



Siki:ifwedecidethatityalamalingafakwathen

that’swhatwe,asafamilydecideon.Ungathi

naw’lungisaizintoujikelengaphakwethukwawena.

Me:never.

Lionel:ifhecomesbackandwantsanythingtodo

withumntanahewillhavetocometoutata.

AkhontoimdibanisanoCassandramosngoku?

Siki:ayingenwaintoyabantuababinibethuna,all

I’msayingisthatkwaugirlangakulingeasenze

amalokonyaxaehlileamagwebu.

Steve:mh,saw’bona.

Sothatafterthatday….Lifecontinuedasnormalas

possible.

Iwaslaterdiagnosedwithdepression,soIwasput

onanti-depressantsandthenonmyfirstcheckup

withmymother,IwastoldIhadfibroidsgrowingin

mywomb.FortunatelyformeIhadthebestsupport

structurerightwhenIneededthem…mybrother,

StevewahambaneCVyamwhenhereturnedto



CapeTownezondifakelathatsidecozhewanted

metolivewithhimndimkekweliBhayilinebad

memories.Fortunatelyforme,threeweekslaterI

gotcalledforaninterviewsoIflewup,hadan

excellentandsuccessfulone…thenndabaxelela

ngesituationyambathitheydon’tmind,Imustgive

birththenndiyophangela.Isignedmycontractand

receivedmyletterofappointmentwhichstatedmy

firstdayatworkwouldbetwomonthsafterI’ve

givenbirth(ifIcarriedfullterm).Whilethere,I

decidedtocallMpumelelo….

DrSirhonyi:mh,whatanicesurprise.

Me:haha,yeahright.Howareyou?

DrSirhonyi:I’mhappy,like…myheartisfloating.

Howareyou?

Me:I’menjoyingtheCapeTownseas,seemslike

theybreezedifferentfromPEseas.

Helaughed…



DrSirhonyi:alright,nowIknowulapha.WherecanI

joinyou?

Me:ndiseWaterfront,ifawukhobusy.

DrSirhonyi:nobabendibusy,foryoundingashiya

nepatientetheatre.

Ilaughedandgavehimdirections…hereallyarrived

andwehadlunch,hewantedtoknowhowI’vebeen

soItoldhim.then,hesuggestedIchangethedoseI

wasgivenesibhedleleapparentlyyoucanget

hookedontoit,wehadtogotohispracticesothat

hecouldgivemeaproperdoseofanti-depressants

whichwerenotharmfultothechild.

DrSirhonyi:uyakwey’phiclinic?

Me:MarieStopes.

DrSirhonyi:good,nexttimeusiyaphayaaskfor

DoctorFortune,we’regoodfriends.Umnikele

prescriptionandumxelelethatIchangedlena



yokuqala.

Me:oh-kaydoc…

DrSirhonyi:otherthanthat…yougood?

Me:verymuch,myfamilyissupportingme,the

babyisgrowinggraciouslyandndiyapasa

eskolweni.Ndigrandnyhani.

DrSirhonyi:yabonakebathere’salwayslightatthe

endofthetunnel?

Me:yeeeeees!AndIjustscoredmyselfatwoyear

internship…signedeverythingtoday,willstart

workingobelekakwam.Like,ukhonauThixo

somewhereinheaven.

DrSirhonyi:andhe’slookingdownonyousmiling.

Me:dude!

Helaughed…funnyenough,afterhetoldmehe

seeshiswifeinmethiswasbasicallythefirsttime

wesitdownsijonganeandtherewasnosexual

feelinganywhereintheatmosphere.Like,zilch!It

waslikewewereoldbuddiesorcousins.Wehad



lunch,hepaidthenhecalledanUberforme

ndabuyelakwabhuti.FollowingdayIreturnedtoPE.
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IreturnedhomeandIstruggledadjustingtothe

newmeds,sondavelandangulowokeuquqae

clinicuntilIstabilizedonthemeds.Mysister,Cindy,

gotpaidnguForex,likemillionsofrandsthenshe

boughtahouseinPEwhereshemovedwithher

familybathengisatheotherhouses,boughta

holidayhomeinCapeTownandthensettledphae

Bhayi.HerhusbandsuggestedthatIlivewiththem

seeingthatI’mpregnantandrentingthenthey

pushedmetomakemydrivers’license.Iimoto

zikhona,buttherewasnoonetodrivemearound

kweziappointmentzamnecheck-upssokeIdidas

Iwasmotivatedtodo.GotmylicenceandthenI

wasgivenmoto…nicelifeproblems.SikiandOnele

cametoseethenewhousebakhebahlalanathifor

sometimekwamnanditoapointthatIliterally



forgotaboutmyproblems.ButIcouldn’tforgetthat

Iwasdepressedbecause…medicationwasa

constantreminder.IhadadaywhenIjustwasn’t

feelingokay,Ithink…Iwasjusttiredofeveryone.I

hadnoclasssoIstayedIbedthewholeday…well

untilOnelecametocheckuponmengepasteleven

wafikandisalele,curtainsstillclosed.

Onele:Sandra?

Me:mh?

Onele:yourbreakfasthasgonecold.

Me:nothungry.

Onele:aw’funinecereal?

Me:no.

Onele:smoothie?

Me:no.thanks.

Onele:okayI’llbringyourooibosteake.

Me:OneleIsaidI’mnothungry,canyoupleasejust

gimmeabreak?Please?



Onele:uxolo.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor….Icried.

Noonehurtme,butIjustcried.

MaybebecauseIrealizedthatshewasjusttryingto

lookoutforme,shewasjustbeingcaringandI

threwthatbackather.Ihadsomanyemotions

bottledupandIdidn’tknowhowtohandlethemas

theywerepilinguponadailybasis…Iwokeupat

threeandwenttobath,whenIcameoutofthe

bathroomCindywasmakingmybed.Ididn’teven

greether,andshedidn’tbothersayingaword.Igot

dressedndamshiyaphaandwenttothekitchen.

Thehouseseemedempty,Imademyselffood,

drankthemedsandtookajugofwatertothe

poolsidendahlalapha.Aboutthirtyminuteslater

shecametojoinme…

Cindy:howyoufeelingnow?

Me:I’mtired.



Cindy:wannatalkitout?

Me:there’snothingtotalkabout…I’mjusttired.

Cindy:I’msorry.

IfeltalumprisinguptomythroatsoIgulpeddown

somewater…

Cindy:IspoketoSikiandshethinksweneedto

organizeyousometherapysessions.

Me:howwilltheyhelpguys?Like…

Cindy:it’sastart…Ialsodon’tknowhowwillthe

sessionshelpbutIthinkitssomethingwecantry.

Me:Ifeellikeit’sawasteofmoney.I’vewasted

enoughmoneyngaloinandoutndimenza

esibhedleleandtoaddtothatndimithisoyenyenje

iwastenaleyo…nowya’llwannaaddtherapy?

Cindy:well-beingyakhoayowastekuthi.

Me:Sisi…



Cindy:pleasesleeponit.YesIamstilltaking

umntana,I’lllookafterhimbutwewantyoutobein

abetterplacekwangokubeforehegetshere.And,

ufumeneumsebenzi,youneedtobeintheright

mentalstateforthat.

Shewasright…

Cindy:don’tworryaboutmoney,justallowustobe

thereforyou.Asozesixakwenguwethinananinina.

OkaynowIcried…theywerejustamazing.

WhatdidIdotodeservethem?

Shecametohugme,ndalilandaxolathenshe

bulliedmebamasiyekwimoviesndavumanamI

didn’tevenaskbabaphiabanyeabantu,wewentto

watchmovies,thenOneleandSikijoinedusfor

dinnerthenweboughtfoodforthehubbyandkids

sagoduka.Iwentuptomyroomwhiletheyplayed



cards,changedintomyPJ’sandwalkedouttojoin

themqhandagilananoOnele.

Onele:nd’celaulalanawetonight?

Me:huh?

Onele:ndicelauzolalanawenamhlanje.

Me:why?

Onele:Imissyou.

Okaythatshithitmehard…Iwalkedbacktomybed

andsatdown.Sheclosedthedoorandjoinedme.

Me:I’msorryaboutthismorning.

Onele:Iunderstand,youdon’thavetoapologize.

Me:Ihaveto,awenzangantoirongongozondivusela

ukutya…I’msorrynyhaniforsnappingatyou.

Onele:mntase,undicaciseleusisSikiwhatyou’re

goingthroughsonyhaniIdon’tmind.Ifyouneedto



snapatanybodysothatyoucanfeelbetterthenI’m

I’llavailmyselfasyoursnap-buddy!

OkayIlaughed…

Onele:see,that’swhatImiss.

Me:akunzimauhlekamvanjekum…like,andisayazi

nobayintoeyenziwaxakuthenileyo.

Onele:okaysoyoudon’tonlyneedasnap-buddy

butyoualsoneedalaughter-activator?Noted.

Me:alaughter-what?

Onele:alaughter-activator.Someonetotickleyour

funnybone.

Ijustlaughedather…like,doesthatevenexist?

Me:okayfine,yesyoucansleepwithmetonight.

Onele:thankyou…ubuphuma?



Me:yeah…sambe.

Webothwentdown,playedcardswiththebig

sistersuntilitwaswaypastourbedtime.

IsurvivedtheworstIcouldeversurviveinashort

spaceofthreemonthstwoweeks.EverydayI

thankedGodformysiblings,eventhoughmy

parentsweredisappointedatmeforfalling

pregnantnow…theysawtheunitwehavebecome

bavelabaxola.UnitobviouslyexcludingsisAsanda

kebecauseshewasnowheretobefoundandno

onebotheredtocheckonher.Okanyeketheydid,

justnotinmypresence?

AweekafterIgotmydriver’slicenseIrealizedthat

Nkosinathiisbackinthecountry,alloveragainIfelt

ragefromdeepwithinmyloinsndaworseafterhe

sawusatthemallandhekeptcallingme.Iknew

akandenzangantoitshisfamilythatIshouldbe

angryatbutsanaukuzibhaqasew’sityaumgquba



wepilisiallofsuddenallbecauseofhumanbeings?

Yhu.Evenhisnameirritatedtheheckoutofme.

Havingbigsisterssometimeskuyancedabecause

Sikiconvincedmetoseehim,likesithethatoa

pointthatIallowedhimtocometomycheck-upat

MarieStopes.Weagreedthatndizokhatshwangu

CindysinceSikiwasnowworkingaphaeBhayi

(that’sastoryforanotherday)butbecauseSiki

convincedmeukubandivumeleuNkosinathitobe

apartofthisjourney,thathadtochange.Instead,

theysaidmandihambenoOneleokwangoku

akhoyothenaftertheappointmentSikiwillmeetus

atthemalltobuyOnelesomeclothesbefore

agodukebecauseshehadtogohome,theywere

writingfinalexams.

InthemorningofmyappointmentIgotacallfrom

Mpumelelo…

Me:Gqirha,goodmorning.



DrSirhonyi:goodmorningtothetwoofyou…

ninjani?

Me:we’retired…buthealthy.You?

DrSirhonyi:I’mgood…I’mintownforafewhours,

canwemeetup?

Me:wehaveanappointmentwithDrFortune,what

timeareyouleaving?

DrSirhonyi:myflightisatone.

Me:okay,we’llseeyourightaftertheappo.

DrSirhonyi:alright,doyouhaveanyone

accompanyingyoutotheappointment?

Me:yes,mylilsisterandNkosinathiisbackinthe

countryandhewantedtotagalong.

DrSirhonyi:I’mgladtohearthathe’sbeingtherefor

you.

Me:haha,he’sbeinghereforhisson.Nothingelse.

DrSirhonyi:oksalayoheismanningup,that’swhat

matters.

Me:uzamthethelela?



DrSirhonya:noandimthethelelikodwaiyanconywa

intoentle…Iknowhowyoufeelbutilungileinto

yokubaabeinvolvedinthispregnancy.Trustmeon

that.

Me:yeahwell…

DrSirhonyi:obviouslyxauhambanayeawuzobana

chancetomeetupthough,shouldwereschedule

forxandiphindendajikela?

Me:webrokeup,remember?

DrSirhonyi:yesIremember…youknowwhat,

ndizovangawewhenyou’redone.

Me:sure…thanksforthecall.

SrSirhonyi:anytime.

Ihungupandwenttobath…Onelewasfastasleep,

orpretendingtobe.

WhenIcameout,shewasup…

Me:morningsleepyhead.



Onele:morning.

Ilotionedmybody…

Onele:whoareyouseeingrightafterthe

appointment?

Me:soyouwerenotsleeping?

Onele:youwokemeup.

Me:mmh.

Onele:so?

Me:Iloveyoubabybut,sitthisoneout.

Onele:hehe!Ugirluneoualready?

Ilaughed…

Me:howmuchishepayingyoutospyonme?

Onele:who?TaNko?



Ishrugged

Onele:yhuI’dneverspyforhimnobaangandinikai

millionwethu.

Me:hahaha!Ithadtobeamillion?Really?

Onele:haybrabanemaliababantu.Like,they

wantedtopayyouawholemillion?Ithinkwemust

namethischildMillion.OrMilli….Ewe,Milli

Dakumba.

Icouldn’tstoplaughing.

Me:banganya!Akhokwamntanamuzothatha

surnameyaboapha.

Onele:evenifutataeventuallyagreesthat

bahlawule?

Me:evenifhemakestheminkomoyomdongoI

don’tgivearatsass,akhomntanamuzobangu

Dakumbaapha.Yhubandigezeleabantubalamzi



unyanawaboepholelwengamalangaeCanada

elalangePoutineavukengeMapleSyrup.

Sheburstoutlaughing…

Me:you’renotgoodformyhealthshame,khaw’de

ugoduke.

Onele:ok’salayowe’regoingtotheappowithMr

Dakumbatherunawaybride.Ahusbariwam

madoda.

Me:didyoujustsaybrideOnele?

Onele:akayogroommos.

Yholomntana!

Sherantotheshowerndisahleka,whenIwasdone

Imadethebedandwentdownstairsndayotya.She

joinedmeafteranhourbecauseuOnelenguOnele

thenwedrovetotheclinicandfoundNkosinathi

alreadywaitingonus.
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AftertheappointmentIletOneletogowith

NkosinathiwhileIwenttoseeMpumelelo,texted

himwherehe’llfindme,atarestaurantclosetothe

sea.Wafikangathikudalaendilindile.Wehugged,

foranintenseminute…thenwesatdown,ordered

juiceandasliceofcake.

DrSirhonyi:you’reglowing.

Iblushed.

Helaughed.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

DrSirhonyi:Icametosignoffsomemedical

equipmentthatIhadorderedfromChina.



Me:mh…

Helaughed,Iwantedtoasksomethingandheknew

it.

DrSirhonyi:youcansavethatquestionforanother

day,rightnowisaboutyou.Unjani?Howareyou

holdingup?

Me:Iamgoodyazi…I’mdoingbetterthanI

expected.

DrSirhonyi:that’sgoodtohear,andsee.

Me:Itryformyproblemsnottobewrittenonmy

face.

DrSirhonyi:that’sgood,aslongasyouknowI’m

herewheneveryouneedsomecheeringup.Or

anythingelseforthatmatter.

Me:thankyou,thatmeansalot.

DrSirhonyi:utheuyaphi?

Me:Ididn’tseeaneedtoreporttoanyone,andithi



intoesidibanisayongumntana?

DrSirhonyi:don’tbetoohardonhim.

Me:I’mnot,okayI’mtryingnotto…buttheminute

hementionshisfamilyndivelendibenaarbengaske

ndigabhenokwalastweekukutya.

DrSirhonyi:Ihopeya’llcandothisco-parenting

thingpeacefullyoncethebabygetshere,whatever

itlenaniyenzayongokuisnothealthyforhim.

Me:we’llbefine,aslongasnayeengathethintonge

familyyakheoruhlawula…like,yhoha.asana.

And’funikwantoezandidibanisanababantu….

Andizibonifuthindijongananaboforanything.

DrSirhonyi:uzokwenzanjaniwhenyouhavetogive

themumntanaforholidays?

Me:bazomcelakutataumntanaanytimebemfuna,

ngokatatamosayingowam.I’mnotmarriedtotheir

son.

DrSirhonyi:mmkay.

Itookasipandclosedmyeyes…theseawas



refreshing.

DrSirhonyi:uzoqalaninitolookatbabyclothesand

stuff?

Me:Ithinkonthesixthmonthifndifkile,why?

DrSirhonyi:ndibawelaufakaisandla,ifyouwill

allowme.

Ilookedathim…hewasaskingforpermission?

Wow.

Me:aslongasyouwon’tgivememoney,Idon’t

mind.

DrSirhonyi:I’llbuyagiftcard,I’mcluelesswhenit

comestobabyclothessoyou’llseewhatyouneed.

Me:youknowawunyanzelekanganeh?

DrSirhonyi:yes,that’swhyIsaidifyouwillallow

me.Iknowakazodingantoumntanakhoespecially

nowthatutatakheisbackandhands-onbutIstill



wannabuynobasis’pelitike.

Ismiled…

Me:okayke…I’lltellyouwhenI’llbegoingshopping

thenyoucandothegiftcardandsendit.

DrSirhonyi:CapeTownisjustbehindthehouse,I’ll

bringithere.

Me:haiikegqirha!

Helaughed…wechilledforabitthenndabuyelaku

NkosinathinoOnele.

Afterthatsagoduka,fromthatdayIvowedthatI’m

gonnaenjoymypregnancy.Nomatterwhat,like,

I’mgonnaenjoyit.Yintonilentomnakwasoloko

ndisokolabeforeIcanbehappy?Whynotcreate

myownhappinesske?IbumpedontoSivuyisein

townehambayedwaandofcourseIwasn’tgonna

sayanythingtoher,Iwalkedrightpastherand

boughtmyselficecream,foundaseatndahlala.



SheturnedbackandcametowhereIwassitting…

Sivuyise:Cassandra?

Ilookedupandrolledmyeyes…

Shechuckled…

Sivuyise:youfinallygavehimwhathewanted.

Iignoredher…shepulledachairandsatdown.

Sivuyise:Iwannatalktoyou,womantowoman.

Me:Ididn’tinviteyoutositwithme.

Sivuyise:haysubatjatjarig,Idon’twannasitwith

youanywayqhandiyakucingela.

Ijustlookedather.



Sivuyise:ifyoureallyloveyourboyfriend,like,you

reallylovehim.youbetterdoeverythinginyour

powertoseparatehimwithSinathi.

Me:whatkindamotherareyou?

Sivuyise:onethatknowswhatrightforherdaughter.

Me:haySivuyise.

Sivuyise:IleftherwithmyauntbecauseIknewvery

wellthatwasrightforher,leyenziwengootatato

takehertoNkosinathiwilldonothingbutbreakher

andgiveherfalsehopeandtrustissuesubomi

bakhebonke.

Isighed…

Me:actually,whatyou’retellingmerightnowis

noneofmybusiness.

Sivuyise:Iknowthat,butuNkosinathi

uyakumamela.Gotohim,tellhimthatSinathiisno



hisdaughter,makohlukanenalatrapafakwakuyoyi

familyyakhe.Ifshewashisdaughter,surelyhe

shouldknowIwouldhavetoldhimalongtimeago

andIwouldrubbeditonyourfaceaswell.

Okay…makessense.

Butstill,Nkosinathiuthiumntanangowakhemos

anduthiuyafananaye.

Me:uNkosinathimdala,Ibelieveheknowswhat

he’sdoing.

Sivuyise:youdoknowthatI’mtellingyouthis

becauseI’mlookingoutforyou.Notnecessarily

youbutlomntanaumthweleyo,akazofumana

naphantsikumalungeloakhebecausetheywillsplit

what’shis,withachildwho’salreadygotherown

fairshareofinheritancesecured.

Me:huh?

Shechuckledandgotup…



Sivuyise:braceyourselfkebhabha.Beonthe

lookoutforanything,ndiyabaziabantubakwa

Dakumbangokubaruthlessmna.

Thenshewalkedaway…Iwasleftthinkingabout

thiswholeconversation.Like,shedidn’tsound

bitter,thiswasawholenewSivuyise.Anyway,a

monthlater,afterthefinalexams,Aphiwedecided

thathewantstospentholidayswithus,Iwas

gonnagohomebutusisiwathimasimlindeavale…

thisotherday,he(Aphiwe)wathimasiyeetown,

he’stakingmeoutforlunch.Kantiloswinehad

bookedmeinforafullbodyhotstonemassage…

Me:haiboAphiwe!

Aphiwe:youneedabreakmakazihaibo.

Me:uzokwenzanikewenainthemeantime?Bra,

aw’sebenzisangapocketmoneyyakhoyonkeapha?

Aphiwe:canyougoandgetdressedintothosesilky

gownsmakazi?Please?



Iwantedtocry…Iwassoemotional.

Like,myfamilywasreallycomingthroughforme,

evenabantwanaabangooAPhiwenoOnele.Ididn’t

thinkoftakingmyselftothespa,notevenoneday

butwhenIgotthereIrealizedthatIactuallyneeded

this.Unfortunatelyitcouldn’tbeahotstone,buta

“pregnancy”massage…Ididn’tcare,Iwasinit

withoutblinking.Theyofferedmeabubbly,and

chocolateswhiledoingmymaniandpediafterthe

massage,thenIdidafacial…Ifeltlighter,Ifeltlikea

brandnewhumanbeing.BythetimeIcameouthe

wasn’tthere…soIhadtocallhimcozsizengemoto

enye…

Aphiwe:youdonealready?

Me:yebobhuti,uphi?

Aphiwe:I’llbethereinabout,tenminutestops.

Me:uphi?

Aphiwe:I’mjustaroundthecornerdude,chill.



Ilaughedandhungup…

Iyagezale.

WhilesittingIcouldn’thelpbutwonderhow

Nkosinathireallyfeelsngayoyonkelento

yenzekayo.Imean,hewasnotherewhen

everythingtranspiredandevenwhenhecameback,

Ididn’tbothertofindouthowhefeels.Whichisnot

myproblempracticallybut…Itookoutmyphone

andtextedhim,thenIdeletedthetextandcalled

him.Hedidn’tanswerhisphone…sonam

ndamyeka.Aphiwefinallycame,pickedmeupand

drovetothepark…Iknewalreadywithoutasking

thatwecameheretochill,whatIdidn’tknowwas

thattheyhadplannedasurprisepicnic“baby

shower”forme.Myentirefamilywasthere:allmy

sisterincludingsisAsanda,mytwofriendsfrom

varsitythatImadeaftertheLisasituation,my

motherandNkosinathi….Iwasshockedtoseehim

there.Shocked!Whoeverorganizedthiswassurely



notCindy….OkaysoIwasanemotionalwreckof

course,like,ndavelandayingxididiallofasudden.

Aphiwe:okayI’mdonehere,byebyeke.

Me:dude!

Helaughedashehuggedmeandleft…

Ihadafeelingthatmybrotherswerearoundtoo…

eventhoughtheywerenotpresentatthepicnic.

Iwastakentoaseatatthefarendofthesetting,I

satonagoldthronesurroundedbyflowersand

balloons…Isawsomeofmycousinsaswell,from

bothmyparents’sides.Youknowthecousinseniba

closekakhulunazoonlywhentheywannavisiton

holidays?Allofthemwerethere,Isatdownand

cleanedmyselfup.Baqalisai-programyaboand

everythingwasniceanditwentwell…like,Cindy

andNkosinathididn’tfight.Thatwasamiracleon

itsown.Afterthegifts,kwatyiwaandthen



Nkosinathiaskedtotalktomeecaleniandwewent

asidesayothetha…

Me:hey.

Nkosinathi:youlookbeautiful.

Me:enkosi.

Nkosinathi:IwantedtoseeyoubeforeIleave…

Me:you’regoingalready?

Nkosinathi:yes…IhaveamoviedatewithSinathi

andmybrother’skids.

Me:ohokay,thankyouforcomingandforwhatever

youcontributed.

Hesmiled…

Nkosinathi:IwassurprisedwhentheyaskedifI

wantedtocome.

Me:whocalledyou?



Nkosinathi:Sikiobviously.

Me:whydidIevenask…what’sup?Ohwait…Ialso

meanttotalktoyou.

Nkosinathi:okayuhm,bendicelauthethak’qala.

Me:noplease,allowmetotalkfirst.

Nkosinathi:okay…

Itookadeepbreath…

Me:okaysoIuhm,Iwantedtoapologizetoyoufor

thepastfewweeksevents.

Nkosinathi:youwanttoapologize?

Me:yeahImean…okay,masiqalephakula

confessionyalakissnogqirha.I’msorryaboutthat,

Iknowthatshithityouhard.

Hesighed…Icouldseethathe’sblown.Hishand

wentoverhisfacewakhewathulawandijonga…



Me:andIwannaapologizeforwhatmysisterdidto

yourcar.

Nkosinathi:don’tworryaboutthecar,canwejust

gobacktothatkiss?Whydidyoudoit?Whydid

youkisshimandlietomeaboutit?Imean…Idon’t

thinkIwouldhavemindedifyoutoldme

immediately,whatkilledmethemostwasthatyou

liedaboutitstraighttomyface.

Itookadeepbreath…

Me:Idon’treallyknow,butIthinkatsomepointI

wantedyoutofeelthesamepainIfeltwhenyou

cheated.

Nkosinathi:butIapologized!

Me:Iknow…butIdidn’twantto.Welluntilnowof

course.

Nkosinathi:whynowallofasudden?



Me:itdoesn’tmatterwhynow,whatmattersisthat

IwanttosayIamsorryforhurtingyoulikethat.

Hedidn’tbelieveme.

Nkosinathi:heeeeeThixo!

Me:aphobendisiyakhonakengaleapology

kusekubeniwhenyougotback,Ineededsomeone

touseasapunchingbackforeverythingandyou

weretherelevantpersonforthat,seeingthathalfof

whatI’vebeenthroughwascausedbyyourfamily,

peopleIknowthroughyou.

Nkosinathi:kodwayouknowIwouldhavestoodup

foryouifIwashere?

Me:Iknowthat,I’msorry.

Nkosinathi:wow.Okay,apologyaccepted.Areyou

seeinglagqirha?Ishethereasonwhyyoudon’t

wantustotryagain?

Me:thankyou…noheisnot,wearejustfriends

ngoku.



Nkosinathi:howcanyoubefriendswithhimthough?

Youpracticallycheatedwithhim.

Me:heconfessedhisfeelingsyes,butItoldhim

andikhoreadyforanykindofrelationshiprightnow

andherespectsthat.Iamfriendswithhimbecause

hewastherewhenIneededsomeone,hehelped

mewiththedepressionmeds,ebendizinikiwek’qala

werenotmakinganydifferencesohemadea

suggestionndatshondancedakala.Sowebasically

talkeverynowandthen.

Henod…

Me:I’mreallynotinanyplaceofrelationshiptrust

me,Iwouldhavelovedtogetbackwithyou

becausewesharedgreattimestogether,and

becausewe’dbebuildingastrongfamilyfrontfor

oursonbutthethoughtofyourfamilyreallymaaks

mynaarIwon’tlie.AndkwamnaIamnot

emotionallyreadyforanycommitmentsoIcan’t

reallyexpectyoutowaitformetobeready,I’dbe



wastingyourtime.Askies.

Nkosinathi:thankyou.

Me:youdon’thavetothankme…itwaslong

overdue.

Helookedatme…

Nkosinathi:kutheniuthethangathiungumntu

ohambayonje?Like,I’mnotgonnaseeyouagain?

Ismiled…tryingtoholdbackmytears.

Me:andiyindawo,Ijusthadtosaythat.Ubuzothini?

Hejuststoodthereandtriedtoreadmymind…and

hewasn’tgonnagetanywherewiththatthough.

[06/26,14:58] :#Nkosinathi_40



IreceivedacallfromSiki…theywereplanninga

babyshowerforCassandra.

Me:sowhatdoyouneedfromme?I’veneverdone

thesethingskaloku.

Siki:wejustneedyoutobethere,ifyouwantto

phofu.We’vegoteverythingelsecovered.

Me:haySiki,youwantmetojustrockupndiphaca?

CanIatleastpayforsomethingnam?Iknowya’ll

haveenoughmoneytodoeverythingbutplease,

canIatleastdosomethingforher?

Shewentsilent…

Me:please?

Siki:okay…asIsaid,we’vegoteverythingcovered,

mybrothersarebuyingthemeat,thinaastheladies

sohlulelenengentoyonke.

Me:okay,gifts?



Siki:youcanbuyumntanakhowhateveryouwantto

buyhimkalokubhuti.Oryoucangotoababystore

andbuyagiftvoucher.

Me:okay,thankyou.That’sit?

Siki:yessir.Thethemeis“AllshadesofBlueanda

Touchofgold”soyoucanwearanythingalong

thoselines.I’llsendyoulocation,we’redoingitat

thepark.

Me:okay…butwhatcanIdoforyoursisterke?

Siki:buyheraSpavoucher,andflowers,getaway

voucher,bookherahotelroomforthenight,take

hertodinnerthefollowingday…you’vebeendating

lomntumfondiniyouknowwhatshelikes.Yenza

lentointliziyoyakhoithiyenze.Andifyoudecide

ukumnikangokwakho,don’tinvolvemyname

please.

Me:IcandotheSpathing…Idon’twannabookher

awayfromyouguysngokusheneedstobearound

people,Iwon’tsayawordaslongasyouwon’ttell

hertheSpavoucherisfromme.Forsomereason

I’mnotherfavouritepersonrightnow.



Siki:haykalokuyouknowthereason,suactorapha.

Ilaughed…

Me:butSikiandenzangantomna…eweIgetthatmy

folks,infactmyfamilydidwhatevertheydidtoher.

Butthat’snotmyfault.

Siki:thengaivoucherchap,enyenenyeandingeni

ndawomnakuyo.

Me:okay,I’llbuyandsendittoyou?

Siki:I’llsendAphiwetocomefetchit,hewantedto

takeheroutforlunchanywaysohecanusenalo

voucherbengathinguyeowenzeyonk’intosinceke

ungafuniayazi.

Me:perfect.Thankyoubra.

Siki:noworries.

Okay…



Iwouldhavelovedformyfamilytobepartofthat

celebrationaswellbutthatwouldagitateu

Cassandramore.Like…shemadeitclearwhereshe

standsngentoedibenenefamilyyam.Iwasexcited

yazi…Iwentonlineshoppingandboughtacarseat,

themostexpensiveforthelittleguy.AndbecauseI

stillhadamonthinadvanceIdecidedtogobuyher

acaraswell,whybuyacarseatandnotacar?

Ndithimakakhweleemotwenikabanandimaziunina

baakanamoto?Iwaslookingforsomething

simple…buthowdoyougosimplewhenthe

womanyouloveisbearingyouanheir?Iwentfor

theJaguarI-Pace,adarkish-silverone…Inowhad

tofindawaytogiveittoherwithoutherthinkingit’s

abribe.OnceeverythingwaspaidforImade

arrangementsforittobedeliveredtomyplace

sinceIstilldidn’tknowwhereshelived,andIdidn’t

wannapry,otherwiseukumaziaphoahlalakhona

wouldn’tbeaproblem.Iwantedtogiveherthe

spacesheneeded,awayfromme.



IknewSandilewasgonnachopmyheadoff,but

he’smybloodsoIspoketohimaboutthiscarthing

eyephaendlini.

Sandile:uyakhulaumntana?

Me:Siyakhulaisisu,ifthat’swhatyou’reasking.

Sandile:anikenziscan?

Me:ebetheuzosenzaonthenextappointment,so

I’llwaitforthat.

Sandile:mmh,kengokuwhatsbotheringyou?

Me:Iboughtheracar…asagift.

Sandile:uphambene?

Me:she’sgonnaneedasolidmodeoftransport

whenthebabyisherebra.

Sandile:ubungathangahersisterwillbelivingwith

umntana?Andshe’sgoingtoCapeTown?

Me:shecantakethecarwith,whenthebabyvisits

hershe’sstillgoingtoneedasafemodeof

transport.



Helookedatmeandlaughed…

Sandile:uphambenewenaNkomfethu,imali

iyakurakisa.Lamntanaakakufuni,buyingheracar

willnotchangethat.

Me:IknowthatandIamcontentwithit…butIhave

tomakesurethatmysonlivesacomfortablelife,I

wanthimtohaveeverythingIneverhadand

everythingIhadandmore.

Sandile:whatareyougoingtodonext?Buythema

house?

Me:iftheyhavenoroofovertheirheadsthenyes,

I’mgonnadothat.Dude,mysoncannotsuffer

becausehisparentsarenolongerdating,hedidn’t

askforustopartways.

Sandile:wakutyisantoniuCassandrabra?

Me:it’snotevenaboututyiswabutit’sabout

inkathalo.

Sandile:usamathandalomntanawena?After



everything,usamthandanyhani?

Me:Ineverstopped.

Sandile:funekandikuzameleicherrie,uzoraka

njengalaMasixolewena.Wakhewayivaphilento

uyenzayo?Wakhewayibonaphi?UtaNkouyayazi

bauhambeudlalangemalikulamankazana?

Me:thedayubanomntanabrayouwillunderstand

lentondiyenzayo…it’sallforumntana,andof

courseumamakhebecauseshealsodeserves

imototoobutmostimportantly,it’saboutthelilkid.

Sandile:deserves?Lomntukissedherdoctornow

shedeserves?

Me:atsomepointIhavetobeaccountablebra,I

cheatedonherfirst.

Sandile:mnxim,I’mnotevensurewhyyou’retelling

methisxaungazondimamela.

Me:I’mtellingyoubecauseyou’remyfriend.

Sandile:nexttimedon’ttellmeintowhenyouknow

youwon’tlistentome,rathergotoMasixolecoz

niyafana.Ningabafazixaninobabiniman,fok!



Ijustlaughedathim…helaterwenttohisplace.

AphiwecametofetchtheSpavoucher,aboxof

chocolatethengavehimmoneytobuyherflowers,

notrosesbutflowers.TheonesIusuallybuy…she

cangetthepinkandwhiterosesfromherdoctor.

Theactualdayforthebabyshowercame,Ihadthe

carseatforumntanaandapairofsneakersandthe

smallboxwiththecarkeyswasinsidetheshoesco

Iknewshe’snotgonnaopentheshoesapha,she’ll

openitathome.

Wepassedthegifts,theeventwasverylightand

airy…Iactuallyenjoyedmyself.AftertheeventI

wantedtospeaktoher…apparentlyshealso

wantedtospeaktomesoIlethertalkfirst.Ladies

first,right?

Cass:hey.

Me:youlookbeautiful.



Cass:enkosi.

Me:IwantedtoseeyoubeforeIleave…

Cass:you’regoingalready?

Me:yes…IhaveamoviedatewithSinathiandmy

brother’skids.

Cass:ohokay,thankyouforcomingandfor

whateveryoucontributed.

Ismiled…ifonlysheknewIcouldn’tcontribute

becauseherfamilyhadeverythingcovered.

Me:IwassurprisedwhentheyaskedifIwantedto

come.

Cass:whocalledyou?

Me:Sikiobviously.

Cass:whydidIevenask…what’sup?Ohwait…I

alsomeanttotalktoyou.

Me:okayuhm,bendicelauthethak’qala.



Cass:noplease,allowmetotalkfirst.

Me:okay…

Itookadeepbreath…whenevershedecidestotalk,

Ifeelsomethinggoingupmychest.

Cass:okaysoIuhm,Iwantedtoapologizetoyou

forthepastfewweeksevents.

Me:youwanttoapologize?

Cass:yeahImean…okay,masiqalephakula

confessionyalakissnogqirha.I’msorryaboutthat,

Iknowthatshithityouhard.

Isighed…

Icouldn’tbelievewhatIwashearing.

MyhandwentovermyfaceandIjustlookedather,

youknowwhenyou’veacceptedanapologyeven

beforeyou’reofferedit?Besendixolile…nyhanibut

forhertoactuallyapologizewasmindblowing.



Literally!

Sheapologizedforeverything,hersistercrashing

mycar(whichshewaspayingforrightnow)and

everythingelse.Shesaidsomethingthatrestedmy

heartabit,thatshewouldhavelovedtogetback

withmeifshewasinagoodspaceforrelationships

butshewasn’t.Ibelievedher,shehadnoreasonto

lietomeaboutthatbuteventhen,Ididn’twanna

givemyselfhighhopesbecauseebengathembisi

ngantoforthefuture.

Me:Iuhm,boughtyouthese…thinkthey’dbe

comfortable.

Shetookthebag,Ihadalreadygivenherthecar

seatwhenthegiftswerehandedout.

Shepeepedinsideandsmiled…

Cass:sneakers,thankyou.NdizakufotelawhenIget



home.

Me:pleasedo…lemmerunthen.

Cass:yeah,can’tkeepaprincesswaiting.

Me:hug?

Shesmiledandopenedherarms,wehugged,Igot

totouchthebellyforasecond.

Me:Idon’tknowwhyIfeellikeuyahambaman.I

can’tshakethisfeelingoff.

Cass:haha,whetherIgoornot,you’llseeyourchild

whenyouneedto.Chillout.

Webrokethehug…

Cass:thanksagain,forthegiftsandforcoming.

Me:aw’kafunindikwaziaphouhlalakhonanangoku?

Cass:nope.



Me:ayt,cheersthen.

Cass:sure.

Ileftherthere,shemusthavejoinedtherestofher

family.

[06/26,14:58] :#Nkosinathi_41

#Mpumelelo

IrememberthefirsttimeIsawCassandraonthat

hospitalbedIhadflash-backsofmymotheronher

deathbed,beingafirstwifewhowasnotafavorite

inthefamily,noonebotheredthemselveswithher

health.Igrewupwithmysister,Nokuthula,older

sister,whoeventuallybecameadeputyparentinas

wegrewupbecausemydadchosethesecond

familyoverusandtheylivedjustuptheroad,closer

totheschools.Mymotherusedtosellchips,ice

andfruitatthelocalprimaryschoolyetmyfather

wasateacheratthatsameschoolengamphine

cent.Hewouldonlygivemeeloshumixaecacile



buteventhen,Ilovedhim.

Myfriendsfromschoolneverknewthathe’smy

father,theythoughtwe’rejustfromthesamefamly,

becauseofoursurnamesbutotherthanthat,I

nevertoldthembecausemysisterhatedhimand

sheexpectedmetohatehimaswell.OkayIdon’t

thinkshehatedhimpersebutshehatedthefact

thatsikhulasisokolaekhona,singabinalunch

esikolweni,ekhona.Shehadnorelationshipwith

himwhatsoever…IrememberoneChristmas

ukuqalakukamamaukugula,waqalango

Septemberbutwanyamezelabecausekukhothina

andfunekaavukeayothengisaegulaenjaloukuze

sibenentoyotyaaph’endlini.FromSeptemberto

Novemberwenzaloonandofwongenaephuma

es’bhedleleuntiltheschoolsclosed.Thatspecific

Decemberwehadnonewclothes,nothing.The

centthatshemadekwezinyangaebegulangazo

hadtobesavedformysisterwhowasstartinghigh

schoolfollowingyear.



KwafikauMissZaneleontheChristmasdaysisitya

iinkobesigadeumamawhowasnowreallysickon

herbed.Lomamaufikaimotoyakheigcweleithe

qhukukutya,shecamewithhertwosonsanda

daughterwhowasmysister’sagenomyeniwakhe

behambangebhaki.Ukuvasangamaziabandayo

yintoesasesiyiqhelilesowhenshesaidImustbath

andfitimpahlandavelandayovasaemlanjeni,came

backandmysisterhelpedmegetdressed.Shehad

boughtthreebigplasticbagsfromPepformeand

threeformysister,someoftheclotheswerebig,

whichwasfinebecausendizokhulelakuzo.IfIhad

notknownhappinessbeforethatday,surelythat

daycouldattestthatIwashappy.UMisswapheka,

andtoldustoplayoutside,sentmysisterandher

daughteronsomesillyerrands…whileplaying

outsidekwakhointoethimandiyokrobakwenziwani

endlini,onlytoseethatkuvaswaumama.Untilthat

day,Ihadnotrealizedthatshewasreallyill,Imean,

okowayezamatobestrongforus.Iquicklywent

backtoplaying,sabizwawhenallwasdoneandwe

hadChristmaslunchnoMissnefamilyyakhe,after

thatbagoduka.



Foroncemymotherwassmilingiminiyonke

ebalisanamabaliaswegotreadyforbedtime.

Thula:utatakutheniengasithandinjemama?

Thatonequestionkilledthevibe,Icouldseeshe

washurtingwhensheaskedthatquestionbutmom

washurtingthemost.

Me:ngubaniotheutataakasithandinawena?

Thula:awumboniwenautataukubaakasithandi?

Kudekuzeumisinefamilyyakheutataekhona?

Ephangelaenemali?

Mom:hedoesn’thateyoumntanam,akazenzi.

Thula:haymama,whenwasthelasttimehe

checkeduponus?Whenwasthelasttimehespoke

toyou?



Well…whatwouldayoungmesaytodefendthe

manIlove?

Mom:mhlandemnkaubozeuthatheezancwadi

ziphantsikwempahlayamNokothula,xaufumene

ithubauyekwaOldMutual…ubanikenjeezoncwade

bazakuninceda.

Thula:mamakwaOldMutual?Aw’sozekaloku

mamaufengokutu.

Shelaughedandkissedher…shewasn’tgonnadie

yet,butshewaspreparingusfortheunknown.

Sofromthatdayweneverspokeaboututata,years

later,whenmysisterwasingrade10utataretired

waphunyelwaziimalizakhe.Herebuildumziwakhe

withumamomncincinabantwanababowhoalso

knewofourexistencebutkepttheirdistance.Now

mymotherwasnolongervendering,ukuzesityeI

hadtogotothenearestfarmeverymorningat4am

ndiyokhaphelaiinkomozakhonaneegusha,come

backandprepareforschoolthenndibatalwe



ngenxowayombonane5LyamasieverySaturday.

Mysisterwouldworkthereeveryweekendinthe

fields,from6amto6pmintheafternoon.

Sometimesduringtheweekahambeesenza

iwashingkwimiziekufuphisothatazobhatalwa

becauseefarmayounevergotpainimali,they’d

giveyoufoodinstead.Someproblemske

zazingadingikutyatheyneededmoneysoebesithi

xaefumenelojobyewashing,ndimkhapheukuya

emlanjeni,sometimesxaizinguboabantuwould

bringthemekhaya.Sizivasesobabini,I’dhelpher

withfetchingthewaterandthenbeforewegoto

schoolsizoneke…thatbecamenormalforus

becausemomnowdependentonus,tableshad

drasticallyturnedandwehadthetwoofus.Noone

else.

Umamasimanesimkhaphakeukuyaeclinic,

sincedisaneukumfunqulasimfakekwikiriva

becausewedidn’thavemoneytohireacar….

Wanyamezelalamfaziuntilthedaymatricresults

wereissued.Mysisterhadpassedhermatricwith



exemptionbutshedidn’tgetabursary,meaning

shewouldn’tbeabletoproceedwithherstudies.As

ifthatwasn’tpainfulenough,mymothercalledus

tositwithherthatnightwithonecandlelit…

Mom:Nokuthulamntanam,ndidiniwengoku.

Eyonantobendinyamezele,ndilindewenaufunde

ugqibeukwenzelauzokwaziujongauMpumelelo.

Thula:haibomama,andikagqibiufundaIstillhave

togotovarsity.

Mom:ndiiyayazikalokuThulas,kodwakeawufani

nalo.

Shelookedatme,tookmyhandintohersand

kissedit.

Mom:ungayekiukusebenzisananaye,uyakudinga

kakhulu.

Me:okaymama.



Mom:kuyoyonkeintoeniyenzayo,ningaze

nimqumbeleuyihlo.

Thula:hayikemama!

Mom:Nono,ingqumboayisimntundawomnanam.

Thula:haymamaasinatatathina.

Shesmiledandheldbothourhandsandaskedmy

sistertopray…weprayedeverynight,right?But

umntuebethandazakumondlalowakhesovele

tonight’sprayerwasdifferent.Whilemysisterwas

prayingIfeltmymom’sgriplooseningonmyhands

soIopenedmyeyes,hereyeswereshutbuther

breathingwasweird,shetookonelastbreathasmy

sistersaidAmenanditwasover.

Me:Nok’thulaumamaulele?

Shelookedatmeandthenatumama…Iquicklyfelt

herpulse,wegettaughtthesethingsatschool,yes

IwasfiveyearsbehindThulabutIknewthat

umamahasdied.



Thula:ndcelauyobizautatakaMvelotorho

khaw’leza.

Iranout,andwenttotheneighbours.Utataka

Mveloandhiswifebayaendlinibutsheaskedme

tostaybehind.Youknowthoseneighbourswho

knoweverythingaboutyourfamilybutcannothelp

youbecausetheydon’twannagetinvolvedin

familypolitics?Theywerethosetypapeople…

IcountedtotenbeforeIranbackhome,ndafika

ekhalaekoneniuNokuthulawhilesomemenwere

carryingmom’slifelessbodyoutofthehouse.

Me:kwenzekantonitatakaMvelo?Ukhalelaniu

Thula?

Hetookmyhandandwewenttositwith

Nokuthula…



TatakaMvelo:umamawenuuswelekilebantabam.

Me:asindied?

Henod.

Me:yho…kengokusizomngcwabangantoni?Thula?

Sizamthiniumama?

Thula:Mntasekhawumetorho…please.

Me:maybefunekandiyoxelelautatakhe?Iknow

uzasincedayena.

TatakaMvelo:sizomxelelangokwethumntanam

utatakho,hambaniiyaniphaendlini.

Thula:sirightaphatata.

Shestoodupandwipedhertears,grabbedmyhand

andledmetomybed.



Thula:lala.

Me:haiboThula.

Thula:Mpumelelolala.

Me:umamauswelekile,sizomngcwabangantoni?

Thisisnotatimetosleep.

Thula:hewethusizamgrumbhelaumama,unalo

elinyeithemba?

Me:canweatleasttelldad?

Thula:wherehasyourdadbeenallthiswhile?Hay

ungandiphambanelingobusukuMpumelelo.

Utatawabantuwathichuuuuuphuma,Ipeeped

throughthewindowndambonaindlelainyukailali

andIknewuyakutatasoIclosedmyeyesand

slept…well,criedmyselftosleepbecausenowthat

everyonewasdone,itdawnedthatsishiyekesodwa.

Wehadnoonenow.

EkuseniIwaswokenupbyingxoloyabantu



abathethaphandle,gotoutofbedsekuvulwe

nomnyangoandsawmymothercoveredina

blanketbeingcarriedtoezantsikwigardi.Ilooked

aroundformyfatherandhewasnowheretobe

found,IlookedforThulaandoureyeslocked.I

wenttoher…

Me:uphiutata?

Thula:uphike?

Me:kwenziwanikengoku?

Thula:siyongcwabaumama…nxibaizihlangu

sihambe.

Therewasnotimeforthat,Ijustfollowedthatsmall

crowdtotheholethatwasalreadydug.Threeguys

gotinandhelpedeachothertoputthebodykwi

khuko.Thatwasallwehad,theblanketthat

coveredhernekhukoqha.Afterashortprayer,

wagqunyelelwaandwereturnedhome.Those

peoplespentthewholedaycleaninglandluinye



sasihlalakuyo,theybroughtfoodfromtheirown

housesandcookedforus,fewofthemwouldcome

theentireweektocheckonusandnotevenone

daydidweseeourfather,hiswifeoranyonefrom

hisfamily.Itisafterthatweekthatmymother’s

brothercametoseeus,hemusthaveheardofthe

tragedybutwehadhealedalreadysotherereally

wasnoneedforhimtocomekodwakeweza

wasithathaandleftwithussayohlalanefamily

yakheeMonti.
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#Mpumelelo

WhenwegottoEastLondon,westruggledtoadjust

becauseIforonewasusedtobeingalonerallmy

primaryschoolyears.UmfazikaMalume

wandifunelaiskolo,butNokuthulahadtofinda

job…therewasnomoneyforhertogotovarsity.

Welivedwellforthefirstsixmonths,comfortable



andall…untilaboutthe8thmonthwaqalaumfazi

kamalumetoqueryngokutya,shestartedhaving

badtreatmenttowardsustoapointthatNokuthula

hadtomoveoutthesecondyearayohlalaema

kitchiniawawakhangelelwangummelwanewakwa

malume.Iwasnowinthe9thgradeandIwastrying

mybesttomanageintlalo.Yahambaiminyaka

ndihleliloontlaloyokubaxaengekhoumalume

funekandilindeabantubatyebeforeIcaneat,then

I’deatwhateverisleftover,cleanthehousewhile

theygotobedkubengonandiyolalaemvakwabo.

XaekhonaumalumekeIknewtreatmentwouldbe

bettersondandivelendizixoliseinhisabsencethat

allwillbewellobuyakwakhe.Ifailedeventually

failedmymatric,Ibeggedumalumeto

accommodatemeforanotheryearbecauseI

wantedtorepeatitwavuma,onlyforhimtoget

umsebenzieGautengthatyear,rightafterheleft,

ndagxothwanamsoIwenttolivewithThulaather

work.

Livingtherewouldn’tbefreeobviouslysothat



meantIwasagardenboyonSaturdaysthen

Sundaysweallwenttochurch.ThisotherSunday

afterwehadreturnedfromchurch,Thula

rememberedezancwadizikamamaandwe

searchedforthemonlytofindoutthatumamaall

theseyearsebevalelaimaliyokubasifunde.Some

educationsavingsforbothofus…

Thula:andwesufferedalltheseyearsumama

egcinelemali?

Me:sheknewwe’dneeditaftershe’sgone.

Thula:it’stoolateformenow…eweirightforwena.

Me:youpassedwithflyingcolours,surelyapplying

nowwon’thurtsibonebaawuthathwangana.

Sheseemedtobeconsidering…

WellweeventuallywenttoOldMutual,wegotour

moneyandweappliedforschool.Webothgot

admission,butnowwehadtomoveto



JohannesburgbecauseIwasadmitted,werented

oneflattoshare,Istudiedmedicineandshe

studiedhospitalitybecauseshehadfallenin-love

withcookingwheresheworked.Webothhada

vision,andforthatfirstyearwehadnoonebut

eachother.Secondyearinaforeigncityumalume

camelookingforus…hehadnowheretobeginbutI

wassogratefulthatheactuallygotupfrom

whereverhewasandcamelookingforus,weheard

aroundcampusthatkukhothisoldmanfromthe

mineswhosaidheheardthathisnieceandnephew

werestudentsheresohewantedtobehelpedto

locatethem.UNokuthulaunenqalake,shewanted

nothingtodowithhim…

Me:kodwaThulazangeasenzentoumalume,I’m

quitesurehedidn’tknowthatsihlelikakubi

phakwakhe.

Thula:heshouldhavedonesomething,heshould

haveasked.

Me:canweatleastcallhim,becauseinumber



uyishiyileyona.

Thula:callhimforntoniMpumelelo?Callhimfor

ntoni?

Me:Nokuthulaumalumeisallthatwehave,

awumfuniutata,ngokuawumfuninomalume?

Ayikhoboyinkomoedlayodwaaph’ebomi.Weneed

tohavesomesortoffamilyke.

Icouldtellshewasangry,andIdidn’tblameher.

Wehadbeenthroughalotbutitwasn’thisfault,we

couldn’tholdthatagainsthim.

Thula:fine,mfouneleke.

Me:enkosi.

LaterthatdayIcalledhimandhereallycametosee

us,umalumeboughtusgroceries,hemadesure

thatwehadclothes,like…heplayedtheroleofa

fatherwabeecelanamaxolongendlela

esasiphethwengayongunkosikaziwakhe.



Nokuthulabrokedown,Ithinkshebrokedown

becauseshehadallthesechildhoodemotions

bottledupfromusbeingrejectedbyourfatherto

havingtotakecareofoursicklymother,movingto

ELandhavingtoworkwhenshehadadreamof

studyingengineeringandthenuphathwakakubi

kwaminherabsence…allofthesethingsshehad

tobottleupemncinci.Butnowumalumeconsoled

her,Iwasn’talonewithherwehadouruncleinour

corner.

Thefollowingmonths,umalumewouldcometous

onhispaydayandbuygroceriesathiweshould

savewhateverweweregonnauseforukutyato

helpusinthefuture,Iknewthatwhathewasdoing

yayimxabanisaendlinibecausenowuzothumela

imaliencincikunaleebekadeeyithumela.

Fastforwardtomysister’sgraduation,she

personallyaskedumalumetoaccompanyher,Iwas

justtheretotakepictures.Afterhergraduationshe



wenttoworkinDubaiasasouschef,leavingmeto

finishmymedicaldegree.

InfinishingmymedicaldegreeImetAsenathiand

wedatedforayearbeforeherbrotherNkos’ehlanga

foundoutandheorderedustostop.Ofcoursewe

didn’tstop,wecontinueddatingbutsecretlyuntil

shetoldmethatshe’spregnant…

HeyIwasexcitedmorethanstressedba

kuzothwanikokwaboorndizothinikumalume,Iwas

reallyexcitedthatI’mhavingababyandtheworst

partofitallwasthatIknewaboutthepregnancy

beforeher.Ndamxelelaandshedidn’tbelieveme

untilherfriendKatlegopushedhertotaketestsand

thenitwasconfirmed.Iremembercominglatefrom

thelibraryndifikaesendliniyam,akaphekangabut

shewascuddledinbed,Iuncoveredherandkissed

herforehead…

Me:heyyou?



Asenathi:mh.

Me:feelingundertheweather?

Shenod…

WellIputmylaptopaway,mybookontheirdesk

andwenttomakefood.Shewouldusuallycook

whenshecomesoversoIdidn’tmindthattoday

shedidn’t.Imadepap,cabbageandmeatwithalot

ofgravy,shelikedgravysothiswasmetryingtobe

agoodboyfriendbecauseubabyisnotreally

feelingwell.WhilethepotssimmeredIwenttosit

nexttoher…

Me:baby?

Asenathi:mh?

Me:usureyou’rejustfeelingundertheweatherqha?

There’snothingmore?

Shesatupandcleanedhereyes…



Asenathi:I’mpregnantnyhani.

Ismiled…Ifeltsomeexcitementfromdeepwithin,

butsomethinginhereyesmademeholdback.

Me:youlooksad.

Asenathi:ndizothiniekhaya?Ndizothinikubhuti?

Me:abazokubethakodwababe.I’lltellumalume

sihlawuleandIpromiseyou,ndizakumhoya

umntana.

Asenathi:youdon’tgetitMpumi.

Me:thenexplainittome.

Asenathi:weweren’tsupposedtobedatinginthe

firstplace,remember?

Me:yourbrotherjustbulliedusintothatseparation.

Asenathi:IlivewithhimhereinthisJoburg,the

leastIshouldhavedonewastorespecthiswishes.



Okayndathulake…

Asenathi:babyhe’sgonnafindoutandforcemeto

abort.

Me:pleasedon’ttellmeyou’regoingtoallowhim.

Asenathi:ndiyoyikangokuugoduka,ndizothini

kubhutiMpumi?

Me:okay,canweeatfirst?Thenwecanthinkof

something?

Asenathi:I’mnothungry.

Me:haveyoueatenanythingtoday?

Shedidn’tanswer…

Igotupandwenttoplateupforthebothofus.

Iservedher,sheateupandseemedabithappier

afteretyile.Itookashowerandjoinedherinbed,I



hadanexamcomingup,somyplanwastowaitfor

herulalethenndivukendifunde.

Me:ucingantoni?

Asenathi:ndicingaubuyelaeBhayi,givebirth

ndisekhayaandthenapplyeNMUnextyear.

Me:youwannaquitschool?

Asenathi:I’dratherquitschoolkunobakuthiweI

mustabort,umamauzandishout’aewebutshewill

takecareofmychild.

Me:I’msorryIputyouinthisposition.

Asenathi:Ialsoshouldhaveusedcontraceptives

baby,ayofaultyakhowedwa.

Me:myproblemisthatyou’regonnaquitvarsity

whilemnandifunda.

Asenathi:haikebabydon’tthinklikethat,Icanstill

returntovarsitynextyear…Idon’treallymind.

Me:usure?

Asenathi:Iamsure,trustme.



Me:okayke…uzohambaninisoIcanbookyoua

flight?

Asenathi:ndizoyobaimpahlayamngomsowhen

ubhutiisatwork,ndizenayoapha.Afterthat,we

canmakebookings.

Me:alright.

Shesmiledtouchingherbelly…

Asenathi:lomntanaisgonnabeblessedtohave

youashisorherfather.

Me:I’malreadyblessedknowingthatndizoba

nomntananawe,that’sallthatmatterkum.

Ikissedhercheek,weendedupkissingsalala.

Midnight,Iwokeupandstudied.Ihadmorethan

mydreamtoworkhardfor,Ihadalittlehuman

beingwhowasgonnaneedafatheronengqondo

nozamayotomakeendsmeet.
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Ileftthebabyshowerandwenttomybrother’s

placendathathaabantwanaandwewenttowatch

movies.Ithinkwewatchedabouttwomovies

beforetheystartedcryingngolambathenwewent

toeatout.Whenthekidshadeatenwewenttoplay

foraboutanhourattheparkthenIreturnedthem

home…mybrotherwashome,smokingintheporch

alone.ThekidswentinsidesoIsatwithhim…

Me:whatgotyousostressed?

TaNko:youdon’twannaknow.

Ilookedathim…

Me:mfondiniwhat’sgoingon?NdingabuzakantiI

don’twannaknow?

TaNko:wehaveaproblem.



Me:Sivuyiseuzothathaumntana?

TaNko:huh?

Me:forgetwhatIsaid,what’stheproblem?

TaNko:uLiyemauthiuboneutatakaAmohelowith

yourgirlfriend,Imeanex-girlfriend.

Me:huh?

TaNko:uthiuLiyemauboneuCassandranalomjita

havinglunch.

Me:where?When?

TaNko:Twodaysago?I’mnotevensure…bra

lomjitaufunantonikuCassandra?

Me:Idon’tknow…

TaNko:youdon’tknow?

Me:haibobra,ndohlukananininoCass?HowamI

supposedtoknowwhoshemeetsandwhy?Did

Liyematakeapicture?

Helookedatme.



Me:wellandimazikalokumnalamjitawaziwa

nguwe.Infactwaziwanini.

TaNko:thatdoesn’treallymatter,whatmatters

rightnowisthathe’sbackagain.Andthistimehe

mightnotleavewithouthisson.

Me:maybethat’snotabadthing,minusone

problemforyou.

TaNko:areyouevenlisteningtoyourself

Nkosinathi?Uzimamele?

Me:Wellthingis,Istilldon’tunderstandwhyya’ll

tookhissonawayfromhiminthefirstplace.

TaNko:hehe,hehNkouyaphambana?

Me:haibobra,ifuAsenathiwasoldenoughtohave

unprotectedsexthen,surelyshewasoldenoughto

takecareofherownchild.Infactshestillisold

enoughtotakecareofherson,nangoku.

TaNko:andwhydidn’tyoutellyourdadthis?

Me:nanigqithekumwhenyoutookthedecision

yothathaumntana?



Wathula…

Me:youguysheee,lentobenifunauyenzaku

Cassandrakuyacacaukubayintoeniyiqhelileyo

mos.Beningaqaliobviously.

TaNko:shootusfortryingtoprotectourfamily.

Me:hayibhutiyouguysarejustselfish,howis

takingawayumntanafromumzaliwakhetryingto

protectourfamily?Didyouguysevengivethat

niggaachancetobeafathertohisson?Washe

givenanopportunityakayifuna?

Hestoodupandwalkedawayfromme...

Iwatchedhimleave,Iwasn’tgonnaruntohim

andingomkakhemna.

AsenathididherfirstyearofvarsityinJo’burgliving

withNkos’ehlangaandLiyemabecausehewas



workingthereandIwasworkinginthefamily

businessinCapeTown,sowhenshefellpregnant

shewaswithhimphaeRhawutiniandsheknew

theruleszakwabhutisosheranawaywagoduka

phakathienyakeni.Iheardshewashonestkumama

aboutthepregnancyevenbeforeshestarted

showingcozIrememberbendixelelaIlookedather

andabonanix,itisonlywhentheytoldutatathatI

feltheruncomfortableaboutthiswholepregnancy

situationthentheyeventuallydecidedthatthey'll

giveubhutiumntanaashisfirstsonbecausehe

hadbeenmarriedforyearsalreadyqha

bengafumanibantwananoLiyemaandtheycame

tothedecisiontotelluyisewomntanathatAsenathi

miscarried.Sothathewon'tclaimhim?Andiyazi.

Like,Ididn’treallyputthisintominduntiltheytried

doingitkowamumntana…mademewonder

kengokungokabaniumntanakabhutiwesibini?

Becausetheyhavebeentryingalltheseyearsmos,

sowhoistherealparenttohissecondchild?

Igotupandwentinside,hegrabbedhiscarkeys



andleftasIwalkedin.

Liyema:what’supwithhim?

Me:uCassubumbonephi?

Liyema:kwaMuggandBean…isthatwhyhe’sso

uptight?

Me:yep.

Liyema:whythough?Imean,umntuwabantu

wasn’tbotheringanyoneexceptforhavinglunch

withyourex.

Me:hethinkstheguymightbeplanningtocomefor

hisson.

Liyema:buthedoesn’tknowhehaveason,right?

Me:doyoutrustAsenathithatmuchthough?

Nabohlukanisabethandanaababantu,remember

that?

Liyema:she’smarriednowandloyaltoher

husband…Ishouldthink.

Me:alrightthen…letmeleaveya’lltofixyourmess.



Liyema:haibondisapheka.

Me:nothankyoumadame,myhousemissesme

bekuninindises’thubeni.

Liyema:eshe,okayke.Drivesafe.

Igrabbedmykeysandleft.

OnmywayhomeIreceivedacallfrommydad…I

justlookedatitanddroveonasifakhonto

yenzekayoandthenmomcalled,soIanswered.

Me:Ndlovukazi?

Mom:ndoda,uphi?

Me:I’mdrivingfromTaNko’splacetomine.What’s

up?

Mom:heh,ukushiyeaphokanti?

Me:ewemama,wait,howdoyouknow?Ulapho?

Mom:that’swhyI’mcallingyou,hewasinvolvedin

acaraccident,weareonourwaytohimrightnow.



Isighed…wow!

Mom:uthihe’snotbadlyinjuredqhaimotoiphelile.

Me:okay,I’llcallyou.I’monmyway.

Mom:pleasedrivesafe.

Me:byema.

Ihungup.

SomethingsaidIshoulddrivepastmymom’splace

butIshookthefeelingoffbecauseIwantedtorush

offtothehospital.SoIdidn’tdrivepastherhouse,I

wentstraighttothehospitalandjustsatinmycar

insilencexandifikaeparkinglott.Idecidedtocall

Asenathi,Iknewtheymighthavenottoldherwhat

wasgoingonyet.

Asenathi:mntase?

Me:unjani?



Asenathi:I’mgreat,yourself?

Me:allgood…canyoutalk?

Asenathi:sure,why?

Me:where’syourhusband?

Asenathi:he’sstillatwork,what’sgoingon?Whydo

yousoundsotenseandserious?

Itookadeepbreath…

Me:yourbabydaddyisapparentlyintown.

Asenathi:mybabydaddy?Who’sthat?

Me:haibo,awuzaziukubaunomntananomntu?

Shewentsilence…

Me:Asenathi?

Asenathi:Didyouseehim?



Me:doIknowhimk’qala?

Asenathi:ohthat’swhy,uhlalaaphanjeu

Mpumelelo.

Me:uhlalaapha?

Asenathi:ewe,he’sbeenlivinghereforsometime

nowbutlasttimeIsawhimattheairportebesithi

hehasopenedanewpracticeinCapeTownsohe’s

tryingtomovethereuntilitstabilizes

Me:wait,you’retoofastformerightnow.

Niyathetha?

Asenathi:hehhaikengoku,zangesixabanekaloku.

Me:yhimaAsenathi,doesheknowhe’sgotason.A

livingson?

Wathula…

Me:awuzokwazikeuthula.Aw’zondenzelalo

nonsenseyothulamna.

Asenathi:heknowsmntaseandhe’striedallmeans



possibletogetumntanakhebackqhautatanobhuti

havebeenduckinganddiving.

Me:whattheactualfuckingpitareyousaying????

Shesighed…

Asenathi:he’sknownnowforthepastthreeyears,

rememberwhenubhutisaidhe’sgoingforsome

hikingtripnefriendszakhe?Hewasgoingto

ixhweletofightoffthisguy’sinterestkuAmo

becausehefeelslikehe’sinvestedsomuchinu

Amo.Andutatasupportedhim.

Me:andyouneversaidawordkum?

Asenathi:Ithoughtyouwerealsopartoftheplan

untillastyearIrealizedthatyouactuallydon’tknow

anything,you’reasnaïveasIam.I’msorrythatis

notmeantasaninsult.

Me:don’tworryaboutit….Tellmesomething,

niyathethanjeokanyenisaqhuba?



Shelaughed…jonga,Iknewbasaqhuba.

Me:youwhore!

Asenathi:sisaqhubaxaekhona,ifthat’swhatyou’re

lookingfor.

Me:niqqayou’refuckenmarried!

Asenathi:andhappilyso,butMpumiwillalways

haveaplaceinmylife.Zangendohlukanenaye

kubandifunakaloku,Iwasforcedsointliziyoyam

ayikaxoli.

Me:butnowyouhaveachoice,tobewithhimorto

notbewithhim.

Asenathi:Iwannabestable,hewantstobestable

too…butnotwithme.

Me:hetoldyouthat?

Asenathi:yeah,he’sin-lovewithyourex.Yourbaby

momma.

Me:what?



Wahlekalomntana.

Me:whatdidyoujustsay?

Asenathi:he’sinlovewithCassandra,andkudala.I

don’tknowwheretheymetthough.

Me:ngubanilomjita?

Asenathi:Mpumelelo.

Me:surname?

Asenathi:Sirhonyi.

Me:thatsurnamesoundstoofamiliarman.

Usebenzaphixaelapha?

Asenathi:kulaprivatehosp-

Me:Fuckno!Thatdoctor?

Asenathi:uhmmmmyesss,Isaidhe’sopenedhis

practiceinCapeTownnje,orawundivanga?

Ndaphumakwasemotweni…Ididn’tbelievethis.

SoDrSirhonyiwasmysister’sex-boyfriendand



babydaddy,yetatthesametimehe’sintomyown

babymomma?LomjitacouldhereallybeintoCass

okanyehe’sjustusinghertogetbackatmyfamily

forwhattheydidtohim?

Asenathi:usekhona?

Me:yeahuhm…IguessIknowhimnow.Wow.This

isashock.

Asenathi:ohwell,youweregonnaknowhim

anywaybecauseuthihe’scomingforhissonand

he’sreadytoknockoffanythingandanyonewho

darestrytostophim.

Me:whydoesn’thejustgotothecopsandlay

charges?

Asenathi:utatakhoboughtofftwostation

commanderswhenhetriedthattwoyearsago…

Me:mmmh,yaziIhavethisstrangefeelingthat

somethingisgonnahappenphaendlini.Oko

namhlanje.

Asenathi:guys,aslongaskungazofaumamaI’m



coolwithanything,abantubasendliniareselfish

wolvesinsheepskin.Butasikholaphobroer.

Me:wow.

Iwasspeechless,foronceIwasspeechless.

Me:doesAmoknowthathe’sgotanotherfather

besidestaNko?

Asenathi:yep.

Me:HayAsenathi!?!

Asenathi:bra,Ihadto.Haibo.

Me:whendidyoutellhim?Howdidyouevenbegin

withthis?Helawhyumntananimenzalento?Like,

what’sgoingonkokwenuAsenathi?

Asenathi:Yhomntaseuyabuza….UAmomdala,he

knowswhat’sgoingon.Iwascompelledtotellhim

abouthisdadbecauseofthetreatmenthewas

receivingphakwabhuti…soyeah,heknows.They

knoweachother.



Me:kengokuwhydidn’tlomjitajusttakeAmo

ahambenaye?

Asenathi:utatakhoorchestratedadeathtrapfor

Mpumi’ssisterwholivedinDubaiatthetime.

Me:what????

Asenathi:soIbeggedhimabuyiseumntana…yho

brasiyadinaesistoryman.KhayekeIneedtomake

supper

Me:I’mjustsurprisedthatyou’realwaystherefor

mebutyoudecidedtogothroughthiswhole

situationalone.Youleftmeinthedark.

Asenathi:I’llcometoyourcribngomso,uzoba

khona?

Me:yeah.

Asenathi:alrightke,gotobed.It’sgonnabealong

day.

Me:I’mactuallyatthehospitalparkinglot.

Asenathi:whoyouvisiting?

Me:yourotherbrother,hewasinvolvedinacar



accidentafewminutesago.

Asenathi:yhuhaywethuI’llseehimophuma

kwakhe.

Me:he’sstillyourbrother.

Asenathi:asIsaidbefore,I’mallaboutumama.

Anythingconcerninganyoneelsethentheycan

takethebackseat.

Me:sure.Seeyoungomso.

Wehungup…

Igotintomycaranddrovetomyhouse,yimovie

yaseJapanmoslentoyalefamilyyam.Igothome,

gotaglassofwhiskeyandwenttobedwithmy

phoneoff.
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WhenIwokeup,Iturnedmyphoneonanditwas

floodedzimissedcallszikaCassandra.

Iwenttothebathroom,camebackandcalledher…



Cass:Yho,awufumaneki.

Me:goodmorning,ulelenjani?

Cass:Ididn’tsleepawinkkubusyapha.

Me:why?You’resick?Isthebabyokay?

Iknewit’sthecarkeys…

Cass:nothebabyisfine,wearefinemanthey’re

justpreparinghisnursery.

Me:oh-kay.

Cass:lookyouleftsomecarkeysintheshoeby

mistake,besikwakhosizizisilewhenIcalled.

Me:oh.

Cass:I’lldropthemofflatertodayaftermylibrary

session.

Me:there’snoneedforthat…Iboughtthecarfor

you,Ijustdidn’tknowhowtogiveittoyouwithout



youthinkingI’mbribingyouorsomething.

Shewentsilent.

Me:Iwouldhavedeliveredthecartoyourplacehad

Iknownwhereyoulive.

Cass:NkosinathiDakumba,youboughtmeacar?

Me:yes.

Cass:awholecarbra?

OkayIsmiled,shewasn’tmadatme.

Me:YesIboughtyouacar,abrandnewcar.

Cass:abrandnewJaguarNkosinathi?Why?Like,

whywouldyougothroughallthetrouble?

Me:tosaythankyouforthelittleone,andfor

everythingyoudidandyou’restilldoingtoprotect

him.



Cass:asimplethankyouwasenough.

Me:Iknow,butIalsoknowthatawukaphangeliso

youaregoingtoneedaformofstabletransport

whenthechildiswithyou.

Wathulaagain…

Me:Ihopeyoulikeit,wheneveryou’reready,Ican

bringit.Ihavethesparekeywithme.

Cass:I’mstillshocked.We’retalkingaboutacar

here.Like,theshoeswereenoughforme,seriously,

butnowwe’retalkingaboutacar.

Me:pleasethinkofumntana,he’sgonnaneedthis.

Cass:I’mtryingmybestto…like…yho!

Igaveherasecond…

Cass:enkosi.



Me:soyou’retakingit?

Cass:canIsleeponit?

Me:youknowyoudon’thavetoconsultyoursisters,

right?It’sjustagiftforyouandthechild.

Cass:Iknowthat,andI’mgratefultrustmeIam.

Me:butwhydoyouneedtothinkaboutit?

Cass:Idon’tneedacarnow,I’monlygonnaneedit

inCapeTownobviouslyandandiyingokueKapa.

Me:thenIwillhaveitdeliveredthere.Period.

Cass:wow.

Ichuckled.

Cass:youreallyboughtmeacar?Like,youwent

thereandboughtyourex-girlfriendadamnJaguar?

Me:correction,Iboughttheloveofmylife,mybaby

mommaadamnJaguar!

Cass:hahaha!Yhobruhenkosi.



Me:youdeserveit.

Shereleasedawholechunkofbreath.

Isawanopportunitytoaskaboutthedoctor

kengoku.

Me:Iuhm,havealilsomethingtoaskyou.

Cass:okay,shoot.

Me:uDoctorSirhonyi…yourfriend,unomntana?

Cass:haha,youhadtoemphasizeonmyfriend?

Me:ewe,yousaidyou’refriends,kalokuorhave

thingschanged?

Cass:alrightbeforewestartfightingoverthis,why

areyouasking?

Me:Ijustwannaknow,please.

Cass:yeshedoes.Aboy.

Me:doeshetalkabouthismother?

Cass:youmeanyoursister?Yeshedoes.



Shit!

Sheknows?

Me:soyouknow?Howlonghaveyouknown?

Cass:hetoldmeafewdaysbeforethebabyshower,

ebeziseigiftkaboysowekindaspokeaboutthe

seriousstuff.

Me:ohwow.

Cass:yousoundlikeyoudidn’tknow.

Me:Ididn’t,ImeanIjustfoundouthe’sthefather

lastnight.

Cass:IknowI’vegotashittyfamily,heckIwasshot

bymyownsisterbutyourfamilytakesthecup.

Me:pleasedon’t.

Cass:dude!Takingumntanafromuyiseandfaking

hisdeathforsomanyyears?Yhubraabantu

bakokwenuaretoxic,itpainsmethatumntanamat

somepointhe’sgonnahavetogettoknowthem.



Me:alright…canwedroptheconversationright

here?

Cass:uh-oh.

Me:whenyouhaveachance,pleasesendmethe

addressIshoulddeliverthecartoeKapa.

Cass:sure,enkosionceagain.

Me:sharp…haveagreatday.

Cass:nawe.

Wehungup,Ithrewmyweightbackandlaythere

thinking.

Myphonerang,Ilookedatitandputitbackdown.

Itwasmybrother,Iwasn’tintherightmindstosee

himyet.Ijustwantedtolayinmybedallday,I

guessIwashavingoneofthosedayswhereI’d

cuddleupinbedalldayandwatchsports.Oreat

junkfood,oranythingbutbewithmyfamily.I

orderedpizza,gotmybottleofwineinicenextto

meandstayedinbedthewholeday.YazinowthatI

kneweverything,Ididn’tblameCassandraforhow



shefeltngefamilyyam,Iunderstoodherevery

emotion.Shewasright,myfamilywastoxicbutI

wasn’tgonnaagreewithherendive.

Asenathicamethroughasshepromised,we

finishedthepizzathenwestartedcookingupa

storm.

Me:IcalledCassaboutyourbabydaddy.

Asenathi:mh,whatdidshesay?

Me:sheknew.

Asenathi:see,hedoesn’tmakeitasecret.

Me:I’mstillsurprised…

Asenathi:what’ssurprisingthough?Himbeingback

forhissonorotherpeopleknowing?

Me:youseeinghimbehindyourhusband’sback

aboveeverythingelse.

Asenathi:isheofficiallydatingyourex?



Me:you’redodgingmerightthere.

Shelaughed.

Asenathi:bra,ndisamthandalamntubutke

akasekhokuloway.

Me:sohe’susingyou?

Asenathi:we’remerelylookingoutforeachother.

Nowbacktomyquestion.

Me:uthithey’rejustfriends,butIdon’tbelieveher.

Theykissedatsomepoint.

Asenathi:hetoldmeaboutthat,hereallydoeslove

hershamendiyambonanaxaethethangayehe

glows,ubaexcited.

Me:andyou’rehappyaboutthat,aslongasshe

won’tbewithme.

Shestoppedwhatshewasdoingandlookedatme.



Ishrugged.

Me:youseemedupsetatyourweddingwhenI

didn’tcomewithheryetwebothknowyounever

likedheronebit.

Asenathi:true…butIhadnowgrowntoseethatshe

lovedyouandIcouldseethatyou’rehappywithher.

Yourhappinessmatterstomemorethananything

oranyoneyou’redating.

Me:mh,ndiyakuva.

Asenathi:butyoudon’tbelieveme.

Me:itdoesn’treallymatternow…nantsiinto;

Cassandracouldpossiblybeyourson’sstepmother.

Howaboutthat?!

Asenathi:DUDE,INMYFACE!!!!!!

Webothburstoutinlaughter…

Asenathi:noseriously,Mpumiismadabouther,but



akafikikuwesoIdon’treallyknowbaizophelelaphi

intoyaboifshedecidestogiveitatrycozuthiu

Mpumishesaidshe’snotreadyforanyrelationship

rightnow.

Me:ifsheeverdoesdecidetocommitwithhim,I

knowshe’sgotabigheartsoyourkidisingood

hands.

Asenathi:yousoundlikeyou’vegivenuponyour

relationshipwithher.

Me:ndiyamthandabutI’mnotgonnapushheror

fight,sheneedstoseetheworldandifit’smeantto

be,we’llbetogetheragain.

Asenathi:yhoubrave.

Me:I’mnot,Itriedfightingforherandinsteadthat

droveanevenbiggerwedgebetweenus.SoI’m

lettinghergo.

Asenathi:andyourson?

Me:I’mgonnabeinhislife.

Asenathi:isn’tshegonnaliveinCapeTown?Iheard

somethinglikethat.



Me:sheis,ufumeneumsebe-waitwaitwait,you

saidhe’sgotapracticeinCapeTown?

Asenathi:andshe’smovingtoCapeTown,yes.

Fuck!

Me:whywouldshelietomeaboutthisthough?

Asenathi:whatdidshelieabout?

Me:dude,Cassandranalomjitabayametsha.Why

thesuddenmovetoCapeTown?Sotheywanna

continuenalentoyaboawayfromus?

Asenathi:awayfromyou,niqqaI’mmarried.

Me:fuck!

Shegiggledandwentbacktothepots.

ButwhywouldCassandralieifshe’sreallygoingto

CapeTowntobewiththisguy?Shedidn’thaveto

lieaboutit,I’dhavemadepeacewithitifshewas



justhonestandupfronttomeaboutit.Like…the

truthwasallIaskedfor!Damnedwomen!
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-Twomonthsdown-

IfinallydecidedtomoveonfromCassandra

becausesheclearlywasmovingtoCapeTownto

bewithDrSirhonyiingxakikukubaatshokum

ndisivaandinasmuchasIwantedtonotgiveher

thecaranymoreIjustdecidedthatIshould.Ididn’t

buythecartowinherback,Ihadtoremindmyself

ofthat,Iboughtthecarforumntanaqhaqwaba.

Thefranchisebusinessoverseaswaspickingupso

Iflewthereandspentaboutamonth,justsoIcould

understandthecountry’scousineandstuffwabeu

Sinathisendimbhalisileesikolweniforthefollowing

year,yonkeintoyakheireadyforyenabutIwasn’t

gonnalivewithher.Shewasgonnalivewithmy

momwhileIsupportedthetwoofthemwith

whatevertheyneeded.



OkaysoIwasawayasusual,doingbusiness(and

pleasure)inaforeigncity,withasexyEnglishgirl,

Tammy(Wehadknowneachotherforaboutayear

nowbutonlydecidedtogiveourromantic

relationshipatrynow),whenCassandratextedto

tellmethatsheurgentlyneedsalifttothehospital…

Icalledherbecauseshedidn’thavethisnumber

andbecauseIwasnervousingathikantishe'sin

labourorsomething.

Cass:hello?.

Me:heyit'sme,uphi?What'sgoingon?

Cass:ohhey,I’mathome…I’llsendyoulocation

justnow.Wait,whyisyournumberweird?

Me:dude,I’minFrance.

Cass:ohfuck!

Thenshehungup,whenIcalledherback,her

phonewasengaged.



Tammy:iseverythingokay?

Me:yeahuhm,thewomanpregnantwithmychild

needsalifttothehospital.

Tammy:where’sherfamily?

Me:they’reobviouslynotaround.

Tammy:thenwhyareyoustressing?You’rein

France,there’snothingyoucando.

Me:canyougivemeaminute?

Igotupfromthebedandwenttotheloungeofthe

airbnbIwaslivinginformyFrancestay.Icalled

Asenathi...

Asenathi:Hello?

Me:dude,uphi?

Asenathi:ndiseJoburg,why?Hewethuwhereare

you?Yinumberyaphile?



Me:ndiseFrancebra.

Asenathi:ooh,whydoyousoundanxiouskengoku?

Me:Cassandrajusttextedmeuthisheneedsalift

tothehospital,shedidn'tknowI'mnotaround.

Asenathi:where'sherfamily?Whywouldshetext

youinthefirstplace?

Me:becauseIsaidI'dbethereifneededme?

Asenathi:wellyou'renotthere,I'msureshe'llfind

someonewethuunefamilylamntu.

Me:mxm,you'renothelping.

Asenathi:uskeubenjenakewena,tellheryou'renot

around.She'llfindawaytothehospital.

Me:Thankyoufornothingdawg.

Ihungupandtriedcallingherbackbutherphone

wentstraighttovoicemail,Itriedcallingbothher

brothersbuttheirnumberswere"non-existent"allof

asudden.Tammycametolookforme



Tammy:babe?

Ilookedup...

Tammy:doyouwantustoflydowntoSA?

Me:wellIhavenochoicebutto.

Tammy:whatdoyoumeanwhenyousayI?

Crap!

Iheldherarmsandkissedheronthelips.

Me:I'msorry,wehavenochoicebuttoflydownto

SAassoonasIknowwhat'sgoingon.

Shelookedatmewithoutsmilingorblinking.

Me:whatnow?

Tammy:whatdoyoumean"I"?Ithoughtwe'rein



thistogether?

Me:I'msorry,Imeanwehavenochoicebuttoflyto

SArightaway.That'swhatImeant,WE.

Tammy:doyoustillloveher?

Me:IneversaidIstopped.

Tammy:soI'mthereboundhere?

Me:noyou'renot,babe,IloveyoubutIneversaidI

stoppedlovingher.

Tammy:Nathiyoucannothaveyourcakeandeatit,

chooseyourstoryandsticktoit.

Me:Ihavechosenyou,don'tyouseethat?

Tammy:noyouhaven't,wheneverhernameis

mentionedyouloosefocus,youlooseyourmind.

Me:Tammy,she'scarryingmybabyforheavens

sake!

Tammy:exactly,sheispregnantnotsicklyoreven

dying,she'sjustpregnant.



Iletgoofherandwenttothewindow...

Me:youwouldn'tunderstandevenifIwereto

explaintoyouwhyI'msoanxiousaboutthiswhole

situation.

Tammy:Iactuallydounderstandthatyoustilllove

Cassie,isthathername?

Me:Cassandra.

Tammy:yesCassandra,anditpainsmetothink

overthesetwomonthswe'vebeentogetherallyou

everdidwaseithertalkaboutherormakereference

toherinanythingandeverythingwedo.

Iwalkedbacktoher...

Me:Ihearwhatyou'resaying,Idobutrightnowit's

notimportant.What'simportantisthatsheneeds

myhelpandIcannothelpher.That'sit.

Tammy:YOUAREINFRANCEFORCRYINGOUT



LOUD!!!!SurelyherfamilyoranyoneinSouthAfrica

cangethertothehospital ♀

Thenshestormedout,backtothebedroom.Itried

callingCassagainbutherphonewentstraightto

voicemailndamncamafornowbutIwentonlineto

searchforavailableflightstoSouthAfrica...I

couldn'tbelievethattherewasnothing.Theonly

availableflightswereduetobeinthreedaystime.

IwalkedbacktogofindTammy...

Me:areyougoingwithme?

Tammy:doyouwantmetogowithyou?

Me:whywouldn'tI?

Tammy:isthatyouranswer?

Isighedandsatdown,didthebookingfortheboth

ofusandputmyphonedownndahlalaphain



silence.Thatentiredayweweretense,andthat

entiredayIcouldn'tgetholdofCassandra.

Twodayslater,aswepreparedtoheadforthe

airport,Casssentatext.Wellshesentapicture,she

hadagivenbirththedaybeforetoahealthybaby

boybutshesaidshewastoooutofittosendme

thepicturesameday.Icried myson'sexistence

wasconfirmedwhileIwasawayworking,noweven

inhisbirthI'mawayworking.Icouldn'tbethereto

welcomehimorbetheretoassureumamakhethat

allwillbeokaythroughalltheagony.Holdherhand

inthatmaternityward,thosearethethingsIhad

wishedforwhenIsaidIwantedtohavebabieswith

her.ThosearethethingsIhadhopedtodo.Igotup

fromthebedandwenttothegarden,calledher...

Cass:hello.

Me:congratulations.

Cass:Thanks.



Andthenwehadanawkwardmoment.Iclearedmy

throat.

Me:uzivanjani?

Cass:tired,butI'mokay.

Me:wasthefibroidremoved?

Cass:yes,successfullyso.

Me:that'sgood.

Anotherawkwardsilence....

Webothspokeatthesametime,butshesaidI

shouldgoaheadanyway.

Me:I'msorryIcouldn'tbetherewhenyouneeded

me.

Cass:it'snobigdeal.

Me:usure?Imean,Ifeelbad.



Cass:we'renotmarriedandyou'reatraveling

businessmansoIcan'texpectyoutoalwaysbe

availablengexeshalamlothanda.

Me:usiwengubanikeesibhedlele?

Cass:Sikihadtoleaveworkphakathibecausemy

waterhadalreadybrokesobendingazokwazi

ukuziqhubela.

Me:yhoI'msorry.

Cass:It'sreallynotabigdealbrastopapologizing.

Isighed...

Cass:uzobuyaninike?

Me:I'mflyingouttodaysoI'llcomeseeyouguysas

soonasIland.

Cass:okay.InobauzofounakecozIthinkwe'llbe

dischargedbythen.

Me:uhm...I'mcomingwithmygirlfriend,Ihopeyou

don'tmind.



Cass:youhaveagirlfriend?

Me:yes.

Cass:mmkay.Idon'tseeanyreasonwhythat

shouldbeaproblem.

Me:thankyou.

Cass:sharp.

Me:areyouguysstillatthehospital?

Cass:yeswe'rewaitingforthebirthcertificatethen

we'llleave.

Me:aboutthat,whonamedthechild?

Cass:Oneleandmydad.

Me:bothofthemhadthesamenameinmind?

Cass:utatauthenguThix'ukhona,uOneleuthengu

Millisohe'sgottwonames.

Me:justlikehermother...Yhimake,whatisMilli?

Whatdoesitmean?

Cass:It'sshortformillion

Me:Million?HaiboCassandrawhyintheworld



wouldyouallowyoursistertonameourchildMillio-

ohfuckno!No!Sobecauseyouwereoffereda

millionhemustpayforthatallhislife?

Cass:sayitproperly,becauseIwasoffereda

milliontokillhim.That'stheproperwaytosayit.

Ididn'tbelievethis.

Me:Cassandra?

Cass:Nkosinathi.

Me:pleasetellmethisisajoke.

Cass:it'snotajoke,don'tworry,youwon'thaveto

explainanythingtohimaboutthename.Whenthe

timeisright,Iwill.

Me:Cassandrapleasedon'tdothis.

Cass:pleasecallfordirectionswhenyouland,if

youstillwannaseeMilli.



Icursedandhungup.

Istathereforclosetotenminutesthinkingabout

thisMilliname,like,kutheniabantubakulo

Cassandrabepettynje?Umntanaakezangantobut

nowhemustcarrytheburdenubomibakhebonke

becauseatsomepointtheywilltellhimwhyhewas

namedMilliandatsomepointhe'sgonnahatemy

familyforwhattheytriedtodo.Whydidtheyhave

toinvolveumntanakulento?

Iwalkedbackintothehouseandmadebreakfast,

Tammycamedownpackedandreadytogo.

Tammy:morning.

Me:morning.

Shewenttothefridgeandmadeherselfsalad

watyawhileIwasfruingeggsandRussians.Sheat

insilence...



Me:youokay?

Shenod.

Me:yousure?

Shesighedandoutherforkdown.

Tammy:areyousureyouwantmetogowithyouto

SouthAfrica?

Me:we'regonnabelivingtogetherin.Joburg

anywayonceyourboutiqueisupandrunningso

whynot?

Tammy:didyoutellherI'malsocomingalong?

Me:yes.

Tammy:okay,thenwealsoneedtocomebearing

giftsforthelittleone.

Me:we'llbuythemonceweland,fornowlet'seat

andheadtotheairport.

Tammy:cool.



Iwatchedherwhilemakingbreakfast,shewas

nervousandIunderstoodwhy.Wehadbreakfast,

packedourbagsandheadedtotheairport.Weflew

toSAandlandedinJoburgwherewewent

shoppingforumntanakethenweheadedtoPE.Got

tomyplaceandwefreshenedupthenIcalledCass

yangenakwivoicemailiphone.

Tammy:shemustbesleeping,andI'mkinda

jetlaggedcanwenotgoseehertomorrow?

Me:lemmetryheragain.

Tammy:sure.

Idid,samething.

Me:okay,tomorrowitisthen.

WebothwenttobedbutIdidn'tsleepawink,allI

wasthinkingofngumntanam.Iwasnervousand



excitedatthesametimeandIwonderedwhatit

utatakaCassandraisstillaround?Ndiyobona

umntanaendingamhlawulanga?Ndizoyqalangaphi

lontoifheweretobringitup?Okayfrombeing

nervousnowIwasbecomingstressedbecause

therewasnowayIwasn'tgonnabeinvolvedinmy

son'slifebecauseofmyfamily.Noway.
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Ekusenindavukandavasa,wokeTammyupandwe

leftthehouse.IcalledCassandrayaphumela.

Cass:Nkosinathi?

Me:hey,we'reonourway,sicelailocation.

Cass:sure.

ShehungupandsentmelocationkuWhatssApp.

Tammy:doesshesoundexcited?



Me:shesoundsirritated.

Tammy:maybemecomingalongwasnotagood

ideababe.

Me:whynot?

Tammy:Idon'tknow,Ialreadyfeeluncomfortable

yetwe'renotatherhomeyet.

Me:relax.

Shesideeyedme,Ismiledandkeptondriving.We

gottothegateandhooted,gateopenedandwe

droveincameoutwithgiftbags,andwentinside.

SafikaumntanaefunqulwenguCindyelounge

phofusivulelwenguOneleemnyango,Igreetedand

Tammyfollowedmeaswewenttositdown.There

wasnosightofCassandra

Me:nirightCindy?

Shetotallyignoredme.Ishouldhaveknown....I



sighedandtriedagain.

Me:Cindy,nivukakakuhle.

Shelookedtowardsthekitchen,lookingather

youngersister.

Cindy:Onelekhaw'bizeuThix'unathiphezulu.

Onele:okaysisi.

Okaythatwasit,Ijustsatthereinsilenceand

waited.Onelecamedownalone...

Onele:usavasasisi.

Cindy:okay.

Onele:TaNko,coffee,teaordrink?

Me:waterplease.



ThenIlookedatTammy,sheshookherhead.

Onele:watercomingrightup.

CindyswitchedontheTVandwatchedinsilence,it

wasn'tlongwhenthedoorbargedopenandher

brotherswalkedin.Imeanbothofthem

Lionel:makazikaMilli

Onele:malume,ndiphathelwentoni?

Steve:siphatheleuMilliiigiftssiphindesiphathele

nawe?

Onele:Hayinikebhuti,I'mnotjustumakazikaloku

I'mhisGodmotheraswell.

Theylaughedphaekitchenandcametothelounge.



Lionel:molweni.

Us:eweke.

HewenttoCindyandpeepedbehindibhayi

lomntana,Isawhimsmiling.

Lionel:helookslikeme.

Cindy:hahahayouwish!

Steve:uphiutata?

Cindy:he'sgonetoseethedoctor,ebethehe'llcall

youtopickhimup.

Steve:uThix'unathi?

Onele:uyavasa.

Steve:ooh.

Hesawme,buthejustdidn'tevenbother.He

walkedbackoutwhileLioneltookthebabyandsat

downwithhimeteketisa.Idon'tknowhowmany



timesmyheartbrokeintopeacesthatmoment.

CindygotupandleftusrightafterIgotmywater...

Afterawhile,Lionellookedatme.

Lionel:haveyouseenhim?

Ishookmyhead.

Hegotupandbroughtthebabytome,Iopenedmy

armsandheldhim.Ihadsomanyemotionsthat

moment,lookingathisbeautifulfaceandinnocent

eyes...

Me:feelslikeI'mlookingatmyself.

Lionel:neh?

Ilookedathim..

Lionel:ayikhaliindodakwedini.



Ichuckled,cleaningmyeyeswiththebackofmy

hand.Cassandracamedownfullydressed.

Cass:Goodmorning.

Me:morning.

ShelookedatTammyandextendedherhand.

Cass:I'mCassandra,butI'msureyoualreadyknow

that.

Tammysmiledandextendedherownhandforthe

handshakeinvitation.

Tammy:I'mTammy,Nathi'sgirlfriend.

Cass:Ifigured,sorrytokeepya'llwaiting.

Tammy:don'tworryaboutit,Iknowitgetshectic

mostspeciallyinthemornings.



Cass:I'mstillyettofindout.

Thenshelookedatmeasshesatontheopposite

couch,nexttoherbrother.

Cass:tatakaMilli.

Me:MamakaThix'ukhona.Unjani?

Cass:we'regood,Iseeyou'regoodtoo.

Me:I'mgreat.

Shesmiled.

Thenlookedatherbrother...

Cass:uphiuTaSteve?

Lionel:Idon'tknow.

Onelebroughtherporridge.



Onele:he'swithusisCindyphandle.

Cass:phandle?

Onele:emotwenikabhuti.

Cass:oh...Enkosimntase.

Onelecametositonthearmrestnexttomeand

peepedonherlittlenephew,thispositionedseemed

tomakeTammyuncomfortablebutnowwasnot

thetime.

Me:Tammysuggestedwecomebearinggifts.

Cass:that'sniceofher.

IlookedatTammy,shegavethegiftstoCassandra

whoseemedalotmorerelaxedandwelcomingthan

herothersiblings.Sheateherporridgewhile

TammyandIwereadmiringumntana.



Me:soishefine,like...Everything?

Cass:yes,he'sfine.

Me:thankyou...Iuhm,I'mgonnaneedhis

documentsforukumfakakwimedicalaid.

Cass:that'ssorted.

Me:huh?How?

Cass:utatauyofakayenaaswespeakkweyakhe.

Me:oh...Okay,sowhatcanIdo?Nishotangantoni?

Cass:Ithinkfornowsicovered,I'llspendthenext

threemonthswithhimthenflyofftotheMother

Citysoyoumightjusthavetotransportmycar

downthere.

Me:noproblem...Soakhontoayidingayoumntana?

Cass:ha.abecauseakatyikutyamosandhewon't

beneedingmilkuntilhe'sthreemonthsold.

Tammy:nappies?

Cass:wehaveenoughfromthebabyshower.



Inod...

Ifeltuseless.

Lionel'sphonerangsohewalkedout,leavingus

withOnele.Whothenalsowalkedout,Ifiguredthey

werejustgivingussomeprivacy.

Me:awukafunilisiweityalaekhaya?

Cass:Tammy,doyouunderstandXhosa?

Tammy:notonebit.

Cass:Dude,don'tbedisrespectfulnow.Speak

English.

Ilookedather wasthatnecessary?Ungenaphiu

Tammykulentondiyibuzayo?

Cass:toansweryourquestion,no.I'mcoolwith

wherethingsstandrightnow.



Me:sowhenwillhebeallowedtovisitmyfamily?

Forthemtoseehim?

Cass:theydon'tneedtoseehim,you'rethefather

andyou'veseenhim.That'senough.

Me:Casspleasedon'tdothis.

Cass:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay,you

knowhowIfeelaboutyourfamilyyetyoukeep

pushingforthis.

Me:okayokay,I'lldropitfornow.

Cass:thankyou.Tammy,doyoulivehereinPE?

Tammyclearedherthroatasshesatup...

Tammy:noIuhm,I'moriginallyfromtheUSbut

nowI'mgonnaopenupaboutiqueinJoburg.

Cass:clothingorbeauty?

Tammy:beauty,aestheticsandall.

Cass:that'snice,onceit'sestablished,consider



bringingitdowntoCapeTown.

Tammy:CapeTownissuchabeautifulcitybutI

don'tseeit'sbusinesssense.Ioncelivedtherefora

year.

Cass:forreal?

Theywentonandon,likeapetrolandfirewhileI

wasjustadmiringmysoninsilence.Then

Cassandra'sdadwalkedin,afterafewminutesof

conversing,heaskedhisdaughterandTammyto

excuseus.

Cass:let'stakeawalkinthegarden.

Tammy:surething.

Theywalkedout,Ifeelmyselfbeingswallowedinto

ahugedarkhole.IknewI'mabouttogetmyblows

verysoon.



Tata:eeehmfokaDakumba,ndiyakubonauphilile.

Ijustnod,mythroathadsuddenlyrundry.

Tata:howdoesitfeeltoholdhiminyourarms?

Me:Idon'tknowhowtoexplainthefeelingtata,I'm

justoverwhelmedhonestly.

Henodandtookasipofhisglass,water,thenhe

putitdown.

Me:tatathere'suhm,somethingIfeelIshouldjust

saytoyou.Sincewe'rebothhere.

Tata:okay.

Me:IknowndimoshileaphaandIhaven'trectified

mymistake,IhavebeenaskinguCassandraukuba

lizofakwaniniityalabutshe'sadamantthatshe

doesn'twantbalifakweityala.



Tata:mh.

Me:soIwaswonderingifit'spossibleifIcanjust

paythedamageskuweevenifaniyangaekhaya?

Heseemedtobethinking...Foralongminute.

Tata:Ihaveaproposalforyou.

Me:oh-Kay.

Hesatupstraightandlookedmestraightintheeye

withoutblinking,Ifeltmyinnerintestinestwirling

andcurlingtoaknot.

Tata:Iwannaofferyouonemillionrandtostayout

ofMilli'slife.

Ifroze.

Ididn'tevenknowwhethertoblinkorswallow,Ijust



froze.

Tata:doyouwantitcashorCheque?

Me:Haibotata,userious?

Tata:doIlooklikeI'mplaying?

Wellhedidn't...But...

Tata:what?Youcannotdecide?

Me:IamsorrybutIdon'twantyourmoney.

Tata:why?

Me:because,Iwanttobeinmyson'slifetata.You

can'tbuymeoutngemillionrandHaibo.

Tata:okay,soshouldIupthepricetoabillionthen?

Me:abill-?What?

Tata:ifyourfathercanoffermydaughteramillion

randtoterminateherownpregnancythensurelyI

canofferyouthesameamountandmoreforyou



nottobepartofmygrandson'slife.

Me:butIwanttobeinmyson'slife,Ididn'taskmy

fathertoofferheramillionrandsforextermination.

Iwasn'tthere.

Tata:shealsowantedherson,shedidn'taskyour

fathertoseeherasagolddiggerandyes,youwere

nottherewhensheneededyou.

Isighed...

Me:I'msorry.

Tata:I'msorry,I'msorrythatmydaughterhadto

bearyouason.

Ididn'tknowwhatelsetosay.

Tata:sinceyouwon'ttakemymoney,youcankeep

yours.Idon'tneedit,I'mgoingtotakecareofmy

grandsonthebestwayIknowhow.Igetthatyou



nothingtodowithwhatyourfamilydidtomy

daughterinyourabsencebutmyquestionis:what

didyoudowhnnyoucameback?Whatmeansdid

youtrytomakepeacebetweenthesetwofamilies

afteryoufoundoutwhatyourparentsdidtomy

daughter?

WellIdidmakepeacewithCass,notwithherfamily.

Firstfault.

Tata:sinceyouseemlikethecatcaughtyour

tonguelet'sgetthisstraight.MilliisOURson,he

getstokeepOURlastname,yougettoseehim

whenWEallowyouto.Leyokubauthengeleunina

imotoisnitgonnarectifyanything,ifIdiehewon't

lack,bakhonaoomalumebakhetheywillplaymy

part.

Me:tatandicelauxolongentoyonke,ndingenza

nantonioyifunayotobepartofhislife.Pleasedo

notlockmeout.Please.

Tata:whatdoyouproposetodo?Imean,he's



alreadyonmedicalaid,he'sgotclothes,he'sgotan

account,he'sgotroofoverhishead,he'sgotlove,

he'sgotfamily.Sowheredoyouseeyourselffitting

inthisequation?

Me:hehaseverythingexceptforhisfather,that'sall

Iwannabeallowedtobeinhislife.Utatakhe.Ijust

wannabethereathissoccermatches,Iwannabe

therekwintoyonkebutIdogetwhereyou'recoming

fromtatatrustmeIdo...Kodwandiyakucela

ungandivalelingaphandle.Ndiyayazimyfamilywas

wrongandI'llforeverapologizeforthatontheir

behalfkodwamandingabhataliswaamatyala

endingawenzanga.Iamsorryforeverything.

Hewentsilentforafewminutes...

Me:ndizokwenzanantoninatorectifythis,tomake

youtrustmengomzukulwanawakhotata.Honestly,

Ijustwanttobepartofhislife.Idon'tknowhow

elsetoshowyouhowmuchIwantthis.



AgainwathulautatakaCass...

Tata:uyindodaNkosinathi.I'mhappytohear

lamazwiuwathethayo,eventhoughyoudon'twant

metobuyyououtofmygrandson'slifeIhave

respectforyou.Youknowyou'resupposedtobe

uyisewalentwanaandyou'rereadyforthat.I'm

gonnagiveyouanotherchance,I'llbewatchingyou

closely...Oneslipup,I'llpersonallygetarestraining

orderagainstyou.Nolies.

Me:IbelieveyouandIpromiseIwon'tdoanything

tojeapordizethisopportunityyou'regivingme.

Enkositata.

Tata:haike,mandikunikeumzuzunonyanawakho.

Heextendedhishandforashake,Iliterallyjumped

andshookit.Assoonashewalkedaway,Iwept.

Thiswasemotionallydrainingyetrefreshing

becauseIsawumzalikutatakaCassandra,he

mademerealizehowhurthisdaughterwaswhen

myfamilyofferedhermoneytoexterminatethe



pregnancy.Thatshirthurtlikehell.

[06/26,14:59] :#Nkosinathi_47

Ididn’tevenhavethehearttotakepicturesofthe

baby,allIwantedtodowastocuddlehimandjust

layhimonmychestinthatsilence.Afterafew

minutesndihlelinaye,hismotherandTammy

walkedin.

Tammy:aaw,ya’lllooksocute.

Ilookedup…thesetwowerelikeoldfriends.

Tammy:canItakeapictureofthemplease?

Cass:sureaslongashewon’tpostitonFacebook.

Shetookoutherphoneandtookapictureofme

andthebabythenjoinedmeonthecouch.



Cass:usharp?

Me:yeah,Iuhm,I’mokay.

Shelookedatmequizzically.Ichuckled.

Me:I’mreallyokay,don’tlookatmelikethat.

Cass:oh-kaythen.CanIgochangehimplease?I’ll

bringhimbacktoyou.

Me:canIhelpyou?

Cass:Iwasgonnachangehimupstairs,it’swarmer

therethanhere.

IlookedatTammy…shesmiled

Tammy:ya’llcango,I’msureyouwon’tbelong.

Cass:youdon’twannacomewith?

Tammy:IhavetocallmysisterinCapeTown,I

haven’ttoldherthatI’minSAsoI’lldothatwhile

ya’llchangethebaby.



Cass:okay.

Sheledtheway,Ifollowedbehindhercarryingthe

baby.

Wegottothenursery,itwasbeautiful.Allshadesof

beautifulblueandhintsofwhitehere,itwasso

beautifulman.Iputthebabyonasinglebednextto

hiscotwhilehismothergatheredthenappiesand

wipes,Iwatchedhowshecomposediintlunguas

shesatdown.

Me:stillpainful?

Shechuckledanddidn’tanswerme.

Ijusthelpedherchangethebaby,whenshewas

donesheletmedresshimandshewenttodispose

thenappyemgqomeni.Ileftthebabyandwentto

her,wemetatthecenteroftheroom.Youknow

whenyouknowthatyou’remindsareinsync?

That’swhatIfelt,Itouchedherwaistandshe



lookedawayalmostblinkingtearsaway.Ididn’t

needtosayanythingIjusthuggedherandlether

cryontomychest.Wewerebothsoemotionaland

foronce,Ireallyunderstoodforoncehowshefelt.I

wasangryatmyselffornotconfrontingmyfather

aboutwhattheydidtoherandalsoangryatmyself

fornotrealizingthatyonkenjelantocouldleadto

thepossibilityofmebeingexcludedebomini

bomntanam.Iwasreallyupset,forrealandI

couldn’thideit.

Me:I’msorry.

Cass:pleasedon’t.

Me:Ireallyam,ifIdidn’tdumpyouoverthephone

thatdayyonkelentowouldn’thaveescalatedtothis.

Wewouldn’tbehererightnow,maybewewouldn’t

havebrokenupeven.

Cass:Nkos’-

Me:I’msorryIwasn’ttherewhenyouneededme,

notoncebuttwice.



Shedidn’tanswer,Iloosenedthehugandkissed

heronthelips,thatwasanimpulsiveact,Ididn’t

eventhinkaboutitandeventhoughwehadsaid

we’vebrokenupandmovedon…itfeltright.We

didn’tmoveforasecondthenshebreathedinand

tookastepback.

Cass:thisisnotright.

Me:butitfeelsright.

Cass:itdoes,butTammydoesn’tdeservethis.

She’stooniceofaperson.

Itriedholdingheragainbutshemovedbackand

cleanedherfaceusingthebackofherhand.

Cass:canwedothisco-parentingishforumntana

andnotourselfishreasons?

Me:youknowhowmuchIwanttobepartofhislife,



I’ddoanything,sellallmycompaniesifthat’swhat

itwilltakethenthat’swhatIwilldo.Aslongasyour

familycangrantmeaccesstohim.

Cass:I’vespokentoutataevenbeforeyougothere,

he’swillingtogiveyouanotherchance.

Me:utshilonakum,butitgetstensewithyour

sistersaround.

Cass:I’msorryman,you’llgetusedtothem,they’ll

getusedtoyoubeinginyourson’slife.

Me:canyoualsotalktohimaboutthemedicalaid

thing?Ndifunaibekhonanamintoendiyenzayoin

hislife.

Cass:ndizomfakakweyamonceIstartworking,you

canpaymaintenanceifyouwanna?

Me:straighttoyou?

Cass:no,I’llgiveyouhisbankaccount.Weopened

itafterthebabyshowersavalelallamalinaniyidlala

pha.

Me:okaythankyou.



Shelookedatmeandsmiledassheopenedthe

door…

Me:andthatsmile?

Cass:thathaintoyakhosiphume,umntanabantu

angadeabeneengcingaezigwenxa.

Ilaughedandwenttotakethebaby,wefollowed

eachotherbacktothelounge.Tammywasoutside

talkingonhercell…

Me:weshouldgetgoing.

Cass:Ican’tevenofferya’llanything,I’mnot

allowedtogoanywherenearthestovesengakawisi

inkaba.

Me:it’sokay,we’llgetsomethingonthewayhome.

Cass:thankyouforcoming.

Me:thankyouforbeingsoaccommodative,evenof

Tammy.



Shechuckled.

Me:andthat?

Cass:sheseemslikeaniceperson,shesaidshe’s

gotasontoosoIthinkwemightjustgetalongif

ya’llwannatakethisrelationshipofyoursseriously.

Me:weareserious.

Cass:ifyousayso.

Me:ifIsayso?

Cass:yep.Phakamandikukhuphe…

SeemedlikesheknewmorethanwhatIknowbutI

wasn’tgonnaaskanythingfurther.Ifollowedher

outwhilecarryingumntanam,shestoppedatthe

doorandtookthechild.

Me:pleasecallmexakungekhobantundizonibona

again.



Cass:afterthatstuntyoupulledupstairsyouthink

I’mgonna?

Ilaughedbecauseshewassmiling.

Me:I’llbeexpectingyourcall…mamakaUkhona.

Cass:byebyetatakaMilli.

Me:ohflip!Pleasetellmeyouwerejokingabout

thisMillinamebeinginhisofficialdocuments.

Cass:why?

Me:Cassandraplease.

Cass:haywethubyebyetatakaMilli.

Iswallowedandleftherhouse…Iwashopingthis

wasjustastupidjoketheywerepullingonme.

Seriously.Tammywavedather,shewavedback

thenwestartedthecarandwenttohavelunch.She

wantedseafoodsowewentforthat,Iwasina

happyplacewethu,I’deatanythingwithoutarguing.



Weorderedandwaitedforthefoodoverdrinks.

Tammy:she’snicerthanIthought,makesmeregret

shoutingatyouwhenyouwereanxiousaboutnot

beingthereforher.

Me:sheisaniceperson.

Tammy:figuratively,right?

Ilaughedthrowingmyyesinthere.

Me:youguyshadachat?

Tammy:yeah,whenherdadaskedustogiveya’lla

moment.

Me:about?

Tammy:shewantedtoknowme,sowekindahad

someintroductorysession.Toldheraboutme,what

Ido,whatmylifegoalsareandsoforth.Andshe

didthesame.

Me:didsheaskaboutus?



Tammy:nah,she’sjustmoreconcernedaboutme.

AndIunderstand,shedoesn’tknowmeandI’m

instantlypartofherson’slife.

Me:mmh.

Tammy:sowhatdidherfathersay?

Me:alot…buthe’sokaywithmebeinginthechild’s

life.IfIslipupatanypointinthislifetime,he’s

gonnagetarestrainingorderagainstme.

Tammy:what?Canhedothat?

Me:Idon’tknow,Idon’twannaknow.

Tammy:don’tletthempullyoubythenose,you

haveeveryrighttobepartofyourson’slife.

Me:Iknowthat,butIactuallyamcoolwiththeway

thingsarerightnow.I’mgladIfinallymethim,Iwas

afraidhe’ddomorethanthetalking.

Tammy:mmh,justdon’tbeapushover.

Ismiled…



Tammy:well,hello?I’mlookingoutforya!

Me:andI’mgratefulforthat,Ireallyam.Thankyou

forcomingwithmetoday.

Tammy:anyday.

Wehadlunchandthenwentbackhome,westill

hadalotofunpackingtodo.

[06/26,15:00] :#Nkosinathi_48

Whenwegothome,Tammywantedtoshowerfirst

andIdidn'tfeelliketakingashower.Webathed

mosinthemorningbeforeweheadedto

Cassandra'splace.

Me:babe,whyareyoushoweringagain?

Tammy:I'mgoingoutlatertonightwithmysister.

Me:yoursister?Isn'tsheinCT?

Tammy:ohIforgottotellyouthatshe'shere



accompanyingherhusbandtosomeconvention,

they'reflyingbackhometomorrow.

Me:mh.

Tammy:Ihopeyoudon'tmind,itwillbetwohours

max.

Me:takeyourtime.

Tammy:thankyoubaby.

Shekissedmycheekandrantotheshower,soI

wentdownstairsandmadecalls.Well,Ifirstcalled

thesameCassandraesivelakuyebecausemyheart

wasjustforcingmeto...Don'task!

Cass:tatakhe?

Ifroze...Ididn'tknowwhattosaytoher.Because

honestly,whywasIcallingherinthefirstplace?



Cass:hayikeNkosinathiDakumba!

Me:Idon'tknowwhyI'mcallingyou.

Thenshewentsilentforasecondbeforeasking...

Cass:where'syourgirlfriend?

Me:she'stakingashower.

Cass:oh-Kay...

Me:Iuhm,ndibawelauzokubonalateron.

Cass:uzobeuhambanayeagain?

Me:no,hersisteristakinghertodinner.

Cass:okay,what'ssourgent?

Me:nothingmuch.CanIcomeover?Isitsafe?

Cass:well...thefamwillbeinchurchngo6to8,sis

Sikiuphumau8emsebenzini.Andikhosureif

Onelewillbearoundokanyenayeshe'llgoto

churchke.Isthatsafeenoughforyou?

Me:uOneleakayongxaki.



Cass:oh-Kay.Whyarewecreepingaroundkanene?

Ichuckled...

Me:because,Iwastherejustnow,kuzothwa

ndizothiniokwesibinisameday?

Cass:nyhanikeuzothini?

Me:uzobonangoko.

Cass:bringmesomethingnice,willyou?

Me:ndikwaziuthandaukutyake,yintoniisomething

nice?

Cass:Idon'tknow,anything.

Me:canwecallitcravingsevenifyou'vegivenbirth?

Cass:hahaha!!!Maybe,yazi...AndbecauseInever

botheredyoungecravingszam,maybenowI

shouldusethatagainstyou.

NowIlaughed...



Me:okaymamakhe,whatdoyouthinkyou're

craving?

Cass:andikhosure,somethingmeaty,something

greasyohandsomethingchocolatey.

Me:Yho...Okay.I'lltrytobringsomething,andiyazi

lemessuyifunayobutI'llcomewithsomething.

Cass:thankyousir.

Me:sharp.

IhungupandcalledAsenathi...

Asenathi:brotherbrother?

Me:someone'sinahappymood.

Asenathi:becausemyfavoritebrotherisbackfrom

Franceandbecausemysongotfouracademic

awardstoday.

Me:youlie!



Asenathi:hahaseriously,he'sobviouslyhumbled

kesanaakavezikwaexcitement.

Me:areyouwithhim?I'dliketotakehimout.

Asenathi:umnkenotatakhe...Bakwicelebration

mode.

Me:omphiutatakhe?

Asenathi:ubhutikaloku,therealoneistakinghim

forDecemberholidays.

Me:Haibo!Uyayaziubhutilonto?

Asenathi:nditheuyanamemzinam,theydidn't

argue.

Me:Yeyuyariskamanwena.

Asenathi:anythingtomakesurehe'shappyand

content.I'msurethat'snotwhyyoucalled.

Me:yeahuhm...Cassgavebirththreedaysago.

Asenathi:Ifigured,sowhenarewevisitingher?

Me:youwantto?

Asenathi:HaikalokundinguDabsbra,andizokwazi



ungayombonaumntana.

Me:Ialreadywenttheretoday.

Asenathi:alone?

Me:withmygirlfriend.

Asenathi:lamlungu?

Me:shehasanamebra.

Asenathi:dude,howcanyouallowastrangerto

visityournewbornbabyengakagqibineveki?

Me:Tammyisnotastranger,she'sgonnabepartof

hislifeanyway.

Asenathi:Iwonderbacingantoniabantubalamzi

ngawebecausewow.

Me:Cassdidn'tmind,ndimxelelebeforendiyenaye

phayauTammy.

Asenathi:ifshemindedyouwouldhavesaidshe's

jealousthatyoufinallymovedon.Andithi?

Okayndathula...



Asenathi:senenzilewethuitdoesn'tmatter,so

whencanwe,yourfamilyvisitumntana?

Me:Idon'tknowaboutothersbutI'msureIcan

arrangeforyouuyambonaassoonasewisainkaba.

Asenathi:okayke,lemmegoshopping.

Me:shoppingforntoningoku?

Asenathi:andizoyobonaumntanandiphacakaloku

mntase.

Me:hekindahasalmosteverything,that'swhatI

wastold.

Asenathi:thenhe'llhavedoubleofalmost

everything.Simple.

Ismiled....

Thisisthereasonwhybebengavaniaba,theyare

bothstubbornAF.



Me:okaybra.

Asenathi:uyoxelelaabazalibakhokebaimillion

yabodidn'twork.

Me:yayazbakuthwanguMilliumntananampha

kulamzi?

Sheburstoutlaughing

Asenathi:asinMilliforMillion?Yhobacruel

ababantu!!!

Thensheburstoutlaughingagain.

Me:uyadikauyeva?

Asenathi:thisshitisfunnybra,orshouldIsaytata

kaMillion?Yhohahaha.

Igaveupandhungup,calledmymother.Istill



wasn'treadytospeaktomydad.Ineededtosee

himfacetoface,leyephonewasn'tgonnahelpright

now.

Mom:Hello?

Me:Nozidla,unjanikhehlekazi?

Mom:andifreshimntakabawoforubalikhehlekazi.

Webothlaughed.

Mom:awunqabeNkosinathimntanam,caba

yakucaphukisanyhanilentoidibanisenoCassandra.

Me:I'vebeenbusymama.

Mom:Iknow,butIalsoknowthatyou'reignoring

yourdad.

Me:Ineedtofacehim,mantoman.Wecan'tspeak

overthephoneandpretendlikethingsareokay

betweenusbecausetheyarenot.



Mom:comehomeke,he'scominghometomorrow

evening.

Me:okay,butfirst.Youhaveagrandson.

Mom:Cassandragavebirth?

Me:yep,twodaysago.

Mom:haponakebethuna,yhuumakhuluneedsto

goshoppingkengoku.

Ilaughed...

Umakhuluneedstogoshopping?Njani?Shopping

forwho?

Mom:awumfotanganaNdoda?

Me:yhimakalokusthandwasamnotata,you're

goingshoppingforwho?

Mom:forumzukulwanawamkaloku.

Me:thesamemzukulwanaesingekamhalwuli?

Mom:thatcanbearranged,utatakhouyabuya



ngomso.

Me:utatauzokwaziuhlawulelaumntanawhomhe

wantedtopayamillionbucksforhisextermination?

Wathula....

Me:kalokumamabeningamfunilomntana,

ndiyabhidwangokuyiexcitementyakho.Kanti

wawuthenikuCassandra?

Shedidn'tanswer...

Me:okaymasiy'bambeapho,ndcelakeumxelele

utataukubandiyezangomso,weneedtohavea

meeting.Youmightaswellinformoobhutithat

we'rehavingafamilymeetingassoonasdadlands

here.Ineedtoseeallofyou.

Mom:okayNdoda.

Me:ubeneminiemnandikexhekwazilam.



Shemumbledandwehungup...

Iputmyphonenexttomeandsattherethinking.

Tammycamedownandlayherbodyonmine.

Tammy:youneedtorelaxabut,andrest.I'llbring

yousupper.

Me:Ihavetogoseemyfriendswhileyou'regone.

Tammy:that'sokay,aslongasyou'llbehomeby

thetimeIcomeback.

Me:donedeal.

Halfpastfivehersistercametofetchher,theyleft.

Ileftmyhousebefore6andwenttobuy"Deathby

chocolate"cake,ribsanddoublecheeseburgerfor

CassandrabecauseIpromisedI'dbringher

something.Anything.



Idrovetoherhomeandsawthatthedrivewaywas

clearsoItextedandthenthegatewasopened.

OnelestoodemnyangowhileIwalkeduptoherwith

theshoppingbags.

Onele:twiceinoneday,someoneislucky.

Cass:shutthatpipeupandgiveusaminute!

Onele:ndipheniimaliI'llgiveyoumorethanminute.

IgaveherR100thatwasinmypocket.

Onele:haiketatakaMilli,ihundredqha?

Ilaughedandgavehertwo.

Onele:Thankyou,nowplease,don'tdoanything

youknowI'ddo.Me:okayOnele.



Cass:sowe'regonnatakeyouradvice?

One:Iwasjustsaying!

Sheshruggedandwentout.Iwalkedinandthe

babywasfastasleeponasmallcotnexttohis

mother'scouch,Igaveherthefoodandshesmiled.

Cass:enkosi.

Me:you'rewelcome.

Immediatelyshewarmedherribsandplatedup

satyasobabinimakingsmallconversationsabout

thebaby.WhenweweredoneItooktheplatesto

thekitchenandcameback,wewereinonecouch

andagain,theinstinctandurgetotouchhersprung

upandIdid.Touchedherarm,herskinsowarm

andsoftundermyhand...ShelookedatmeandI

knewthisiswhatwebothwanted.Thisisthe

reasonwhyIhadtocomeback,Ineededtobesure

ofwhathappenedearlier,wasitmeorwereweboth



intoitandherresponsetomytouchwasexactly

whatIhadhopedfor.

Cass:pleasedon'tdothis.

Me:what,touchingyou?

Ireleasedmyhandfromherarmandjustwentin

forakiss,thistimearoundwekissed.Herhands

wereallovermyfaceandneckwhileminewereon

herwaist...Ilayherdownonthecouchandwe

kissed,IwascarefulnottolaymyweightonherasI

noticedearlieronthatshewasstillinpainsxa

ehlalaphantsi.AftersometimeIgotusbackup,not

breakingthekissandthenstopped.Shewipedher

lipsandlookedatherbabywithoutsayingaword.

Me:Istillloveyou,andthesadpartisthatIdon't

thinkI'lleverstop.

Cass:whyareyouwithTammy?

Me:asithethingaTammyngoku.



Cass:seewhyIsaidifya'llareserious?You'renot

seriousaboutherandI'mworriedthatshemight

investallherfeelingsintothisrelationshipandend

upgettinghurt.Byyou.

Ndathula....

Me:thisuhm,CapeTownthing...Isitstillon?

Cass:yes.

Me:willyoubestayingwithyourbrother?

Cass:untilIcanaffordtorent,yes.

Me:umntanaumthathenini?

Cass:beginningofnextyear,he'llbeclosetoone

yearsouzokwaziukuyaecrèchewhileIgotowork.

Me:youdon'twantmetoaccommodateya'll?

Cass:what?

Me:Ihaveahou-

Cass:IknowyouhaveahouseinCapeTownbutI



don'tgetwhyyouwanttoaccommodateus.

Me:Ijustwantmysontohaveanassuredshelter,

roofoverhishead.

Cass:andyouwillvisitwheneveryoufeellike?

Me:no.

Cass:cummonIknowyou,andbasedonwhat

transpiredtoday,Idon'tthinkwecanbeinone

roomalonenje.

Me:Ididn'tforcemyselfonyouthough.

Cass:Iknow,we'rebothallovertheplace.AtleastI

don'thaveaboyfriendthatI'mstringingalongbut

wena,ndcelaubehonestnoTammynesiqusakho

torho.

Me:howcanIbehonestwithTammywhenyou

haven'tagreedthatwecantryagain?

Cass:hayini!Souzomgcinaumntanabantude

kuthini?

Me:that'sformetodecideon,nowbacktous.



Wakhalaumntana,webothgotupatthesametime

andwenttohim.

Cass:ItoldyouI'mnotready,andIgaveyouthego

aheadtodateanyoneelse.

Me:okaykendizokulinda.

Cass:uzondilindangoTammy?

Me:uTammyuneagendayakhe,I'mjust

entertainingher.Nothingserious.

Cass:NkosinathiuTammyuyakuthanda,like...The

girllovesyou.Sheglowsupwhenshetalksabout

youandtheplansya'llhave.

Me:whatplans?We'vejustbeendatingfortwo

months.

Cass:pleasedon'tdothis.

Me:okayndizokuyekafornow,butyouandIboth

knowthatwe'llenduptogetheratsomepointinthis

lifetime.

Cass:that'sifyoudon'teventuallyfallinlovewith



herwhileyou'rethinkingyou'reentertainingher.

Me:Oksalayowhenyou'refinallyreadytocommit

I'llbehere.That'sallthatmatters.

Shesighed.

Me:uphiufriendwakho?

Cass:whichone?

Me:thedoctor?

Cass:I'mnotsure,lasttimeIcheckedhewasin

Joburgwithyoursister.

Me:wait,what?

Cass:yeah,bafunelaumntanaiboardingschool.

Me:andyou'recomfortablewiththat?

Cass:withwhat?

Me:thetwoofthembeingthatclose?

Cass:HaiboNkosinathi,akhontoindidibanisane

personallifekaMpumelelokaloku.Andbesides,



Asenathihaseveryrighttobeworkingwithhimfor

thebettermentoftheirson'sfuture.

Ndathula...Somethingwasn'tmakingsense.She

lookedatmeandlaughed.

Cass:pleasetellmeyoudon'tthinkI'mdatinghim?

Please.

Me:well...

Sheburstoutlaughing...

Cass:whichpartofI'mnotreadydidn'tyouget?

Me:brauyaeKapa,thedudestaysinCapeTownas

well.

Cass:ndiyay'bawelakeyazilentouyitshayayo

becauseItoldyoueverythingyouneededtoknow

aboutthisCapeTownthing.Forthelasttime,I'm

notdatingMpumelelo,I'mnotgoingtoMpumelelo



eKapaandI'mmostcertainlynotgonnabesaying

thisagain.

Ismiled...

Cass:wipethatsmirkoffyourfacebra,iyadina

lentouyenzayo.Nowitallmakessensewhyyou

wantustoliveinyourhouseeKapa.Yhohay

Mfethu.

Me:I'mnotgonnaapologizeforanythingkengoku,

notforjumpingintoconclusionsandcertainlynot

forwantingwhat'sbestformyson.

Shelookedatme...

Me:andI'mnotgonnaapologizeforlovingyou.

Cass:Yehovahndikhuphekulengxokolo!



Ilaughed...Shewasserious.

ItisonlynowthatIfinallygotthemessage,she

reallywasn'treadyforanycommitment.Notjust

commitmentnambutforcommitmentonitsown,

thiswasmusictomyears...AtleastI'mnotin

competitionwithmysistersexkumama

womntanam.Minusoneproblem .

[06/26,15:00] :Nkosinathi_49

AfteranhourndihleliphaIdecidedtogohome….

Me:nd’celai-accountnumberkaBoy.

Cass:pleasepassmemyphone.

Igaveherthephone,shesentitonWhatsApp.

Me:thankyou.

Cass:sure.



Me:uAsenathiwouldliketocomeandseethebaby.

Cass:notnow.

Me:ItoldherI’llaskyouxaewisileumntana.

Cass:withregardstoanyoneelsefromyourfamily

besidesyou,funekabadlulekutatakaloku.

Me:ohokay,sokuzofunekandicelekutatakho?

Cass:ewetatakhe,butstillnotngoku.Utatajust

gaveyoueyakhoichance,thatdoesn’tmeanhe’s

okaywithwhathappenedbutheacknowledgesthat

youhadnocontroloverit,that’swhyitwaseasyfor

himtobeconvincedyiapologyyakho.

Me:Iunderstand.

Shelookedatme,cockily.

Me:what?

Cass:Iwasjustpullingyourlegwiththefood

request,butthankyou.I’llhavethecaketomorrow.



Me:Iknow,butIwantedtobringyousomething.

Wayekaucelakwantokumevenbeforewebrokeup.

Cass:ohwell…

Istoodup.

Me:ndizokhaphauTammyngomsoshe’sgoingto

Jo’burgtosigntheleaseagreementforher

boutique,IthinkI’llseeyouguysintwodays.

Cass:noproblem.Uhm…there’ssomethingIwas

meaningtoaskyou,qhaandifuniubenezinyeii

thoughts.

Me:ask.

Cass:haveyoudoneDNAkuSinathiyet?

Me:whyshouldI?

Cass:youdon’tthinkyoushould?

Me:haybra,uyafananamlamntana,ewekeit

doesn’tmakesenseiminyakayakheandcompared

tomyrelationshipwithhermotherbutngumcephe



ucandiwe.

Cass:okay…okay.

Ibentdownandkissedmysonontheforehead,

lookedathismotherandshelaughedbackingher

headagainstthecouchndamhlekabecauseshe

knewwhatwasonmymindsoIjustwalkedout,

sheopenedthegateformeandIdrovebacktomy

house.KwavelakwakhointoethiImustcallTammy

beforeIevengethome…soIdid.

Tammy:baby?

Me:whattimewillyoubeback?

Tammy:Idon'tknowyet,wejusthaddinnerandwe

mighthittheclubs.

Me:doyouhaveadriver?

Tammy:mysisterisdriving.

Me:Ithinkifitgetsquitelaterathersleepather

placeandcomebackinthemorning.



Tammy:why?

Me:becauseI'monmywaytomymom'shouse

rightnow,thoughtyouwouldnottakelongsowe

cangotogether.

Tammy:ohbabe...I'msorry.

Me:sowillyoutalktoyoursister?

Tammy:youknowI'mflyingouttomorrow,right?

Me:yourflightisat1:30pm,yes.

Tammy:whattimewillyoubebackhome?

Me:byelevenIthink.

Tammy:alright,enjoy.

Me:besafe.

Tammy:Iloveyou.

Me:loveyoutoo.

Wehungup,Idrovehome.

Hootedforthegatetobeopenedanditwas,aftera

fewminutesofwaiting.Igotoutofthecarand



walkeduptothefrontdoor,beforeIevenknocked,

mydadopenedthedoor.

Dad:heykwedini.

Me:xhego.

HewalkedawayandIfollowedbehindhimclosing

thedoor.Gottotheloungeandhewastherewith

hiswife,andAsenathiandTaNko.

Me:mh,ya'llareplayingfamilybondswithoutyour

favoriteboy.What'supwiththat?

Mybrotherchucklednervously...

Isatdownandlookedatallofthem,theymusthave

beendiscussingsomethingserious,theywaythey

weresotense.



Dad:ungaphakakeNkosikazi,bapheleleabantwana

bakho.

Mom:yhizaSese.

Me:ndigrandmnaAseningandibali.

Mom:kuthiniubagrandNathi?

Me:ndihluthimama,enkosikakhulu.

Dad:haykwedini,mphakeleNkosikazi.

Me:I'dactuallyappreciateaglassofwhiskeybantu

benkosi.Notfood.

Mymotherclearedherthroatandwalkedaway...

Asenathifollowed.

Dad:uthiunyokoyouwantafamilymeeting?

Me:kunjalotaima.

Dad:yintoniedlaumxhelo?

Me:zininzibutImustsaythatI’mgladwe'reall

here,wemightaswellhaveittonight.



TaNko:Istillhavetodrivehome,ubutheimeeting

uyifunangomsokumama.

Me:I'mgoingtoJoburgngomso,we'rehavingthe

meetingtonight.Silaphasonkemos.

TaNko:sosizovangawengokubamasithini?

Me:unengxakibra?

TaNko:watchhowyoutalktomeNkosinathi,

andiyontangayakho.

Me:youbetterwatchwhatyousaynext,I’mnotin

themoodforyourbullytendenciestonight,I’m

actuallynotinthemoodforyouuphefumlanjeatall.

TaNko:sukundiqhelakwedini!

Me:oyenamntuuqhelaomnyeaphanguwe.

TaNkojumpedoutofhiscouchandcamecharging

formengempama,Ididn’twaitforhim,ndamfaka

impamawayowaphambikotata,laxhumaixhego.

Dad:Nkosinathihayiman,hayi!



Me:phakamaandtrythatagain.

Dad:Nkosinathi!

Me:NkosiyohlangaDakumbaphakamaandtrythat

shitagain,sulingaundiqhelikakamna.Ndakukhaba

unyenalentouthembelengayo.

Dad:kwedinidon’tbringyourfoultongueemzinam!

Ilookedathim…

Dad:yey,yekalenonsenseuyenzayowena.

Me:nonsense?Yinonsenseletata?Uyayazii-

nonsensetatak’qala?

Dad:ndakucubhakemnakekwedinindikubulale

uyandiva?

Me:undibulelendiphilawenatata,alreadysole

ntsomiuy’thethayoayenzisenseasitis.

MomandAsenathifollowedeachother…



Mom:nenzantoni?Kwenzekantoniapha?

Dad:ayingoNkosinathiobethaumkhuluwawakhe.

Momlookedatme,Asenathijuststoodtherein

silence.

Mom:haiboNathi!

Me:ndimbethexaebesenzantoniyenak’qala?Tata

hlukananalentoyakhoyokukhetha.Yintonilento

kucabayonkintoconcerningubhutiithathelwapha

phezulu?Heh?UspecialngantonikuthiuTaNko

tata?

Dad:Nkosinathiingenaphiyonkelentouyithethayo?

Me:ya’llareunbelievable!Areyouserious?

Mom:hayihayihayiandikukhulisangangalondlela

Nkosinathi,ubethanjanikuNkos’ehlanga?

Me:songendimyekileandibethe?Ekhaya?



Mom:kukokwabonaye,don’tusethatwordhere!

Asenathi:tata,ndcedisaubhutiingathiuzama

uphakama.

Isatdown,andwaitedforhimtodosomething,

anything.

Hedidn’t.

Hewashelpedupandjustsatonthecouchwithout

sayingaword,Igotupandwenttodad’scellar

ndabuyanewhiskeyneglassyamndedwa.While

theyate,Isippedonmydrinkndabalindabangathi

bayagqibaandstartedmymeeting.

Me:uCassandraubelekile,butI’msureumama

senixelele.

Dad:sistyaNkosinathi,whereareyourmanners?

Me:ifan’bakudalanigqibileukutyangoku,ithirty

minutesipheleokonifunquleezitray.Hayiniyibani

neentloni.



Dad:ndakukhabaNkosinathi,uyeva?

Me:andityanganokutyakwakwakhoketaima

andiyazieyonauzandikhabelayona.

Dad:buyakugezisaobutywalane?

Me:ooohuzandikhabelaleway?Ndizay’buyisa

wethu.

Mom:Nkosinathihayi,law’leka.

Iignoredher…

Me:Bendisatshoke,uCassandraubelekile.

TaNko:besesivile,nowcarryon.

Me:goodtaNko,lemmeproceed.

Dad:ngubaniigamalomntana?

Me:interestingly,nguMillion.

Theyallstoppedeatingandlookedatme.



Me:whyareyouallshocked?Weren’tyoutheonce

whoofferedCassandraamillionrandstoabort?

Abantubalamziaresoinnovativetheydecidedto

usethatasthename,sothathe’llberemindedof

whathisfather’sfamilythinkofhim,everydayof

hislife.

Mom:balifakekwicertificateeligamaNathi?

Me:doesitmatter,oksalayobamnikileelogama

umntanam.

Dadclearedhisthroat…andshiftedfromhischair.

Dad:uhm,bathesingayaniniuyohlawula?

Me:niyohlawulantonitata?

Dad:umntana,ayinguwekantiomithisileyo?

Me:khanimengezintozamvamantata,niyayazi

ukubakulamziIwasofferedonebillionrandsto

stayawayfrommyson’slife?



Allofthem:WHAT??????

Ijustlaughed…

Me:mamelanike,nonke.

Dad:Nkosinathiyoucannotaddressmelikethat,

notnowandnotever.

Me:yazitataubaunokheundiyekendithethe,

ingaphumamsinyakwalemeeting?

Mom:myeketata.

Dad:akanambhekouNkosinathi,suthimandimyeke

akanambheko.

IwatchedthemarguingovermydisrespectsoI

pouredanotherglass,bathulaasmomcameto

snatchmybottlefromme.

Me:okay,nigqibile?



TaNko:Nkosinathi,hayi!

Me:unqandakweliphiicalakewenabhuti?

TaNko:ayondlelayothethaleuthethangayono

matterhowhurtyouare,berespectful.

Me:Iwasdisrespectedbyallofyourighthere,ya’ll

offeredmygirlfriendmoneytoabortmybaby.MY

baby,gqibanizondixelelangerespect?Hayiniman

don’tfuckmeupthewrongway,don’tyoudare!Not

tonight.

Asenathi:mntase…

Me:khawumewena,holditrighttherewithyour

owninsensitivity.

Asenathi:oops!

Dad:Iunderstandthatyou’reupsetbu-

Me:IamnotupsetIamlivid!Iamfuming

ngumsindo.

Dad:Iunderstandthat,but,wedidwhatwethought

wasrightatthetimeandwecanstillamendwhat

webroke.



Me:njani?What’syouractionplan?

Dad:I’llspeaktoherfather.

Me:ooh,uyamaziaphoahlalakhona?

Dad:I’llfindhim.

Ilaughed…

Dad:what’ssofunny?

Me:you…thiswholefamilyisajoke.

TaNko:uyaqhubakwediniukubadisrespectful

awubuyingamva.

Asenathi:buthe’sspeakingthetruth,weareajoke

ofafamily.

Mom:haiboSese!

Asenathi:haikemama,wenayey’phiifamilyeright

oyaziyoeyenzaezizintosizenzayoaphekhaya?

Mom:zintoezikucabasiyazenza?

Me:buyingpeopletoabort,takingchildrenfrom



theirparentsforourownselfishreasons,faking

children’sdeathandpossiblyfabricatingdeath

certificatesbecauseeverythinghastolooklegit.

That’swhatwedokulefamily…wanttoadd

anythingelseAsenathi?

Asenathi:ewemntas-

Mom:nithethangantoni?

Me:ngomntanakaAsenathiloukhuleecing’ba

ungumntanakaLiyemanoTaNko!That’swhat

we’retalkingaboutnow.

TaNko:wow.Reallynow?

Me:what,youdidn’tthinkwe’dgothere?Wait,can

wealsotalkaboutwhoaretherealparentstoall

yourchildren?Nowthatwe’rehere?

Kwathulwa…

Dad:imbhekoyonandandikugqibeleunayo,

uyandixakanamhlanje.Iwillmakemeanstogoand

makepeacewithCassandra’sfamilycoming



weekend,ingabekantiweactedoutofheartinyour

absencekodwakeumntanayenangokwakwa

Dakumba.Wewillmakeaplanforhimtobepartof

thisfamily.EyendlukaMkhuluwawakhoke

awungenindawokuyo.

Asenathi:kodwamnandiyangena.

Dad:Iwasn’ttalkingtoyou.

Asenathi:wellI’mtalkingtoeveryoneinthisroom

tata,ndiyangenamnaanywhereandeverywhere

wheremychildisconcerned.

Dad:Asenathi?

Mom:khaw’thuleAsenathikusathethaabantu

abadalangoku.

Me:haibomam-

TaNko:Canyoujustforonceshutthefuckup!!!!!?

Nitheninaninanamhlanje?Whyya’llsuch

ungratefulbratsallofasudden?

Asenathi:beforeIshutthefuckuplemmetellyou

something,Iknowhowyourwifehasbeentreating

mysonalltheseyears.Yes,Ialsoknowthereal



reasonwhyningafuniazekumonholidayswhile

ya’llhidebehindisiyaluandallthosesenseless

reasonsyougaveme.

Mom:Seseyhi-

Asenathi:yhimamamasendizogqiba,mamelake

bhuti.Umntanamndiyomthathakwakhoasinright

now.Incaseyoudidn’tknow,heknowshisreal

father,allthoseyearswenanotatanimvalelau

Mpumeleloukubaangadibaninonyanawakhewere

justawasteofyourtimeandmoneybecauseu

AmoakayikwaseMziniwamtheseholidaysuya

kuyiseeKapa.

Kwathicwaka…

Asenathi:eyonantokeibalulekileyokukuba

akukhomntuuzaw’faapha,ifanyonerelatedto

MpumelelodiesthenI’mgoingstraighttothecops

andallofyouherewillbetheprimesuspects.

Me:inconclusionke,Ihaveasonandandifuni



nomnyewenutogonearhim.Notevenonesoul,ifI

couldngendithathanoSinathifromyoupeoplebutI

wouldliketobelievebaumamawilldotheright

thing.

Dad:Nkos’-

Me:yiyekeinjalotaima.Youhavefailedmethis

timearound,andIamnowpayingforwhatyouand

did.IthankGodforutatakaCassandrathatevenin

hisangertowardshowyoupeopletreated

umntanakhehestillbecameafatherandgranted

meaccesstomyson.Andimfuniumntanam

anywherenearallofyou…urightabengumillion

phakuloninangobabayamthandakhona,

abazenzisikubasekhona.SomethingIcan’tsay

abouttherest’o’yall.

Igrabbedmycarkeys…

Me:aw’hambiwena?

Asenathi:asihambindlelainyechap.



Me:phakamakaloku,andifunukushiyaapha

bakunqunqeleizinjaabantubalapha.

Shequicklystoodupandgrabbedherbag,weboth

walkedstraighttoourcarsanddroveoff.
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Itookadrivetomyhouse,mymoodwasdirecting

metomyclubndiyonxilakusebutmymindwasnot

evenbotheringsoIjustwenthome,tookoutmy

laptopandgotbusy.IcalledCassandrabecauseI

reallyneedediidocumentszomntanaforezinye

izintoandnotjustformedicalaid…

Cass:it’slate.

Me:Iknowbutthisisimportant.

Cass:pleasegivemeaminute,ndizamaulalisa

umntana.

Me:okay.Sorry.



Ihungup…

Ihadtowriteoverthefranchisesoverseas

ngomntanam,nowthathehadhisownbank

accountthatmeantimaliyonkeeyenizwazizo

izongenakuyeandhopefullyumamakhewilluse

herbrainsandnotuselamalibutinvestit.Well,we

weregonnahaveameetingaboutthat,but

hopefullyshe'llbewisewhenitcomestoitanyway.

WhilewaitingforherIdraftedmywill…asIwas

abouttowriteSinathimymindwentbackto

Cassandra’squestionearlier.WhywouldshethinkI

shoulddoaDNAtest?Itdidn’tmakesensebutmy

sixthsensedidn’tallowmetogoaheadndimfake

ezintwenizamuSinathijustyetsoIdidn’t.Aftera

fewminutes,Cassandracalledmeback…

Me:hi?

Cass:okay,what’ssourgent?

Me:Ineedyourson’sdocumentsndifunaukumfake

kwizintozam.



Cass:butwespokeaboutthis.

Me:IknowkodwaIneedthemforotherreasons,

notjustformedicalaid.

Cass:youcouldn’twaittillngomsokengoku?

Me:I’mbusywithmythingsnow,andIthoughtI

shouldcallyounowbecausendingulouyae

Gautengngomso.Please.

Shesighed.

Cass:Idon’thavetheminPDFkeNkosinathi,you’ll

havetowaittillk’sasa.

Me:youcantakeapictureorscanusingyour

phone,andemailthemtome.

Cass:mnkq,okheyi.

Me:enkosi,I’msorryforukusokolisa.

Cass:sure.



Shehungup.

AfterfifteenmoreminutesIreceivedtheemailandI

wasrelievedtoseethatlentokaMilliwasnota

registerednameatall.HewasjustThixo-ukhona

andofcoursehetookhersurnamewhichIwasn’t

complainingforbecauseyeah,Iexpectedthat.I

startedgettingbusy,arrangedizintozomntanamza

kwiorderthenintheweehoursofthemorningI

wokeandpreparedforJozi,gotarefreshingcall

fromKhanyawhilehavingbreakfast.

Me:Khanya,khawenzekukhanyemfethu.

Khanya:MoloNkosinathiunjani?

Me:Ihaveason,thatshouldtellyou.

Helaughed.

Khanya:uyaw'zeuphindeubhadleke?

Me:Ithinkndiyabhadlamanmvanje,oko



ndinozibonasendilungisaneewill.

Khanyalaughedagain wellIactuallyjoinedhim.

Khanya:I'mgladtohearthathavingasonhas

changedyou,butnowlet'stalkbusiness.

Me:musictomyears.

Me:xaucingaungaseJozinini?

Me:today.

Khanya:time?

Me:before3pm,what’sup?

Khanya:IneedyouinJoburgby12pm,ikhona

ipropertyethengiswayo.I’mnotinterestedinit,but

thedudewho'ssellingissomeoneI’dliketodo

businesswithinthefuturesoIwantyoutoputin

anofferuyithenge.

Me:okaywait…whatkindofpropertyarewetalking

about?



Khanya:ablockofflats…youcanrevampthemand

makeiirezzabantwanabesikoloorurentise.It's

yourkindsthing,you'llloveit.

Me:okay,okay.

Khanya:canyoumake12pmeJozinah?

Me:welli-businessjetizulazulaninaaphesithubeni,

IfirsthavetocheckifIcanchangemyflighttimes

thenIcanconfirm.

Khanya:callKhaya,he’swiththeJetinDurban.

Me:kantiuphiwena?

Khanya:that’sallyouneedtoknow…byenow.

Hehungup.

Ilaughedandcalledhistwinbrotherandhesaidhe

wouldpickusup.Lomjitatalkslikehe’scomingnge

Taxi"suremjitaI'llpickyouupat10"mnkq,soI

calledTammyandshearrivedjustintime.We

quicklymadewaytotheairportandflewoutto

Joburg,Ileftheratmyplaceandwenttoseethis

propertywithmylawyerandohmyGod!Itwas



wortheverycent…Isignedthedocuments,my

lawyermadearrangementstopaytheownerthenI

registereditundermyson.Youknowitfeltgoodto

buysomethingforsomeoneelsebesidesmyselfor

myfamily…buttobuyitforthelegacy.AsIleftthe

meeting,mydadcalledme.

Me:Hello?

Dad:areyoufeelingbettertoday?

Me:ndiphililetata,ninjaninina?

Dad:we’regood,haveyouleftalready?

Me:yes.

Dad:whenareyoucomingback?

Me:Idon’tknow,Ihavebusinessmeetingslinedup

apha.Whydoyouask?

Dad:SifunauyocelauxolokuloCassandra,wewere

hopingyou’dbeherewhenwegothere.

Me:nifunauyocelauxolo?

Dad:ewe.



Me:wenanabani?

Dad:thina,amadodaalaphakokwenu.Yintonile

undibuzayona?

Me:why?

Dad:whatdoyoumeanwhy?

Me:exactlythatdad,why?Whynowallofasudden?

Eightmonthsyonkebenithuleleni?

Hesighed…

Me:whetheryougothereornot,youandImeanall

ofyouarenotpermittedtobepartofmyson’slife.I

don’tcarehowmuchyouofferthatfamilyandI

praytoGodthatthistimearoundbabeklevaand

takeitbayityeandpulloutaprotectionorder

againstallofyouogqibakwabo.

Dad:Iguessyou’renotfeelingbetter,I’llcallyou

againlatersowecantalk,mantoman.

Me:Iwillnotchangemystory,andinifunitata



ebominibomntanam,phumanikuyemyekeni

elahloboaliloakazondixaka.

Dad:uthethiswabubuntwanamntanam,umntana

lowakhouzodingaamasikoaphaekhaya,oneway

oranotherwewillbepartofhislife.Ngconoke

silungiseizintokwangokukunobasimlinde

abemdalakubengonasifunaulungisa.

Me:akunyanzelekangaenzelweninikwanto

lamntanatata,uzokwenzelwaamasikoakulonina

ngumntanentombiintoayiyo.Ukubautheakonela

ngawo,bakhonaootamncibazomenzela

awasekhaya.

Dad:Nkosinathi,Igetthatwemessedup...Ufuna

silucelekangaphiuxoloukuzeuxole?

Me:benikhenaqala?

Wathula...

Me:Ididn'thearoneofyouapologizingsincerely

fortheevilya'llhavedonemnaunlessIneeda



hearingaidaphebudaleni.

Dad:we'resorry.

Me:isthatyourideaofanapologytata?Seriously?

Yhohaybyebye.Callmeagaintaimawhenyou're

reallyseriousaboutthis.

Wathula...Igavehimabout30secondsandhung

up.

Itwasn’tlongwhenmomcalled…

Iignoredherndaqhuba,gothomeandfound

Tammyreadyforherownsignage.Wedroveoutto

whereshewasgonnaberenting,Istayedinthecar

whileshewentinside,afterabouttwohoursshe

cameoutwithawhiteenvelopeandthemost

excitedfaceI’veseenofherinawhile.

Tammy:baby!!!!

Me:it'sadonedeal?



Tammy:yessssss!OhmyGoditfeelssounreal.

Wehugged...

Me:congratulationsbaby,nowtheworkbegins.

Tammy:yes,butstillthisfeelssurreal.OhmyGod!!!!

Afteramomentwedroveoutforsomecelebration

lunch...Ireallywasn'tfeeling"peopley"butIdidn't

wannabethepartypooper.Weorderedfoodanda

champagne,whilewaiting...

Tammy:howwasyourmeeting?

Me:progressive.

Tammy:youdon'tlooklikeyouhadaprogressive

one.

Me:I'msorry.

Tammy:maybeweshouldjusttakethefoodand



eatathome.

Me:babe,thisisyourmoment,let'senjoyit.

Shewaitedforourwaitresstocomethensheasked

themtomaketakeawaysforusandwetookour

champagnewith.WhenwegothomeIwenttoput

mydocumentsinthesafeinmybedroom,shemust

havefollowedmebecauseafterIlockedthesafe,I

turnedIsawherinbed,inherunderwearonly.

Tammy:comejoinme.

Me:Ithoughtwewereeating.

Tammy:weare,aren'twe?

IlaughedandstrippedoffallmyclothesasImade

waytoher,wemadeloveemini,wemadelovefor

allthedayswedidn'tandI'malwaysprepared.I

alwayshavecondomsinmydrawerswhichwasa

frustrationforTammybecauseshedoesn'tlike

condomsbuteversincewedecidedtotakethis



relationshipserious,ImadeitcleartoherthatI

actuallyenjoycondoms.

Afteraboutthreeroundswelaythere...Not

cuddling.She'sgotthisideathatIdon'tlike

cuddling.

Tammy:doyoualwayshavetohaveacondom

everywhereyougo?

Me:yes.

Tammy:you'resoboring,youknowthat?What

happenedtobeingspontaneous?

Me:Haibo,I'mnotreadytobeafathertoanother

kidyet,I'mstilladjustingtoMilliasitisandontop

ofthat,therearesomanydiseasesoutthereyou

can'tjusttrustsomeonejustbecausethey're

beautiful.

Tammy:soyouthinkI'llinfectyouwithdiseases?

Me:that'snotwhatIsaid.



Tammy:whatareyousayingthen?Pleasetellme.

Me:babe,allI'msayingisthatit'sbettertobesafe

thansorry,that'sall.

Tammy:Isee.

Isighed...

Gotupandwenttoshower,Iheardmyphone

ringingsoIquicklycameoutbutwhenIcheckedit,

therewasnomissedcall.

Me:didmyphonering?

Tammy:Ididn'thear,isitonsilent?

Me:no...Maybeit'sinmyhead.

Ileftitthereandwenttolotionup,gotdressedand

returnedbacktoher.

Me:whatdoyouneed,I'mgoingoutforabit.



Tammy:aboxofchocolateandflowers.

Me:that'sit?

Tammy:yesbaby.

Me:kay.

Ikissedheronthelipsandtookadrivetotheoffice.

Iknewthereshouldbenoonethere,whichwas

whatIwaslookingfor.Anemptyspaceformeto

think.Themaasivebuildingwasreallyemptyand

locked,usedmytagtoopenthesacredemergency

entrancethenIwenttomyoffice,onthe8thfloor.

Lastfloorofthebuilding...gotmyselfconnected

andstartedworking.Asenathicalledme.

Me:'Senathi?

Asenathi:uphi?

Me:I'minJoburg,whydoyousoundanxious?

Asenathi:Cassandraistryingtogetholdofyou.

Me:noshe'snot,Ihaven'treceivedacallfromher.



Asenathi:uthishecalledyouwathiumntuwakho

awukhoandshedoesn'tknowwhereyouwentbut

youleftyourphonebehind.

Icursedundermybreath.

Me:didshetellyouwhat'stheproblem?

Asenathi:shewouldn'tsaybutshesoundedlike

shehadbeencrying.

Me:okaythankschap...I'llcallherjustnow.

Asenathi:sure.

IhungupandcalledCassandra...

Cass:HiTammy,didyoueventuallyfindhim?

Me:hey,what'sup?

Cass:ohhi...

Me:hi...Youcalled,what'sgoingon?



Cass:uhm...Don'tworryaboutit,sesigrand.

Me:Cassandra?

Cass:okayfineumntanaakekhorightwe'reatthe

doctor,silindeiletawe'rebeingtransferedtothe

hospital.

Me:whathappenedtohim?

Cass:he'sheatingup,Idon'tknow.

Me:okay.Ndiyeza.

Cass:aren'tyouinJoburgthough?

Me:Iam,butndiyeza.

Cass:weunderstandyouhavebusinessestorun,

it'sokay.We'lljustkeepyouupdated.

Me:dude,Ican'talwaysbeawaywhenyouneedme,

thistimearoundbusinesscanwait.

Cass:okay.Ifyousayso.

Me:sho.

IhungupandcalledKhaya...Hewasstillaround,I



drovestraighttotheairportandgavehimmycar

keysleavinghimbehindbecausehe'snotapilotbut

heenjoysflyingaroundwiththedude.Irushed

homengecab,textedCassandratosendme

locationandassoonasshedidItookmyRanger

anddrovelikeamaniactothehospital.Ifound

themjustastheywerebeinggivenaroom,allher

sisterswerethere...WellexceptforAsanda.

Me:molweni.

Theylookedup...

Siki:hey,thatwasfast.UbungekhoseRhawutinina?

Me:Iwas,butI'mherenow.

Siki:ohthat'ssweet,wealsojustgothere.

Me:really?Sowhat'swrongwithhim?

Cindy:weshouldbeaskingyouthat.

Me:what?Why?

Cindy:eversinceyoucametoseehimhe'sbeen



cryingnon-stop,whichhascausedthisheatingup

shit.

IlookedatSiki,shewantedtosaysomethingbut

shejustshrugged.Iwenttohimonthebed,

touchedhisforeheadanditwasblazinghot.

Me:I'msorry.

Cass:it'snotyourfaultdon'tmindher,utheugqirha

he'llbefine.

Me:ifhe'sgonnabefinewhyniadmitiwekengoku?

Cass:theyhavetomonitorhim,nangokukuthwe

mandimkhululesizoyakwiroomebandayojustto

coolhimdown.

Ididn'tknowwhattodoorsay.

Shelookedatme,Icouldtelluyaziqinisaumntana

bantu.



Cass:thankyouforcoming.

Me:I'llcomeanytime,anyday.Don'thesitatetocall

meevenifit'sanawkwardhour.

Cass:andifunukwalisakebutI'llkeepthatinmind.

Ididn'tanswerher...Tammystillhadtotellmewhy

sheansweredmyphoneanddidn'ttellme,liedto

myfacewhenIaskedheraboutit.Whenshewas

doneIjustwalkedwithhertothatroom,thenurse

suggestedthatshealsoundressambekeesifubeni

forabitofwarmthbutumqolowakheumntana

shouldn'tbecovered.

Me:hewon'tbesucklingmos?

Nurse:no,it'sjustforbodytobodywarmth.

Me:Icandothat,Idon'tthinkumamakheuzokwazi

ugodolashe'sstillrecoveringfrombirthpains.

Nurse:noproblem,comeletmehelpyousir.



Ilayonthebedandtheyputthebabyonmychest,

didalltheirthingsandleftusthere.Cassandrawas

justwatchingus,IcouldseepaininhereyessoI

reachedoutandtouchedherhand.

Me:nothingisgonnahappentohim.

Cass:whyareyoudoingthis?

Me:doingwhat?

Cass:this,I'msupposedtobelyingonthisbed.

Me:babeyoudidn'tasktobepregnant,itwasour

irresponsibilitythatgotyoupregnantsoIcan't

expectyoutopaythepriceoko.

Shewipedatear...

Cass:I'mscaredyazi...Imea,IthoughtIlovedyou,

untilIlaideyesonhimIrealizedthatIdidn'tknow

whatlovewasalltheseyears.Noweachandevery

dayI'mfallinginlovewithhimandit'sbeautifuland



pure.Butwhatpainsmethemostisthefactthat

abantwanabayafasebezelwe...

Me:hey,hey...don'tthinklikethat.

Cass:Ican'tnot.

Me:Cassandra...

Cass:formetoevencallyoursisterbendizincama,

ittookyonkintoengaphakathikwam...like,Ijust

wantedyouhereafeukhonakebauyafa.Icouldnot

handlethe...

Isatup,slowly...withmylegsdangling

Me:comehere...Sondela.

Shecameclose,satdownnexttousandcriedonto

myshoulder.Onehandonthebaby,theotherhand

onhersoIjustlethercry.Untilthenursecame

back...



Nurse:I'msorrytodisturb.

Me:nocomeonin,maybeyourreportwillcalmher

down.

ShesmiledandcheckedthechildwhileCass

cleanedherselfup.

Me:anyprogress?

Nurse:fifteenmoreminutesthenI'llcomefetchyou

guys,he'sdoingquitewell.

IlookedatCass...

Me:see?UzobarightuMilliwakho.

Shelaughedandwaiteduntilthenurseleft.

Cass:youmustberelievedthatnameisnotonhis

documents.



Me:youhavenoidea,Iwasjumpingupanddown.

Figurativelyofcourse.

Shesmiledwearily.

Me:he'snotgonnadieCass,he'sgotawholefuture

aheadofhimandI'mbusymakingsurethathegets

allthatheneedskwangokuesemngaka.

Cass:huh?

Me:wemightaswelltalkaboutitnow...

Cass:talkaboutwhat?

Me:Iboughtpropertyunderhisname,onceitstarts

operating,allprofitsmadeoffitwillgostraightto

hisbankaccount.

Cass:oh...Wow.

Me:soallI'mgonnaaskofyouistousethatmoney

wisely.That'sall.

Cass:Idon'tseewhyI'mgonnaneedtouseitif

you'llbepayingmaintenance.



Me:thenletmepaymaintenancestraighttoyour

bankaccount,siyazibaleyakheisjustforbusiness

andinvestmentsforhisfuture.

Cass:okay...Noproblem.

Me:I'dlikethistostaybetweenus.

Cass:Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherway.

Me:notevenOnelecanknowaboutthis.

Cass:relax,Idon'twantpeopleflockingaroundmy

sonthinkinghe'ssomesortofamillionaire.Iknow

mysistersngemali.

Me:weseemtobeagreeingmorethesedays.

Cass:don'tstartgettingideasnow.

Ichuckledandlookedatthetinybodyonmychest...

Me:he'ssoperfect.

Cass:Yhoheee.



Ilaughedasthenursecamebackin,shechecked

thetemperatureandallowedustogobacktothe

ward.Allofhersisterswerestillwaitingthere,Iput

thechildonthebedasCindytookhimanddressed

himndanxibamna.

Siki:Nathicanyoupleasetakemetowork?We

camewithonecarandmyshiftwillbestarting

soon,Idon'twannaleavethemstranded.

Me:suremasambe.

Shegrabbedherbagandfollowedmeout.

[06/26,15:01] :#Mpumelelo_02

Iwokeupinthemorningandwentstraightto

Shoprite,gota2pmbusandthenwentbacktomy

place.IcalledmysupervisoreBaraandinformed

himofthesituationIwasin,heseemedto

understandsoIwasletgothateasily.Ipacked,and

waitedfor2pm,stillcouldn'tgetholdofThulaandI



figuredshewasbusy.Whenshehasachance,she

wouldcallmeback.

HalfpasttwelveImademywaytoParkStationto

catchthebus,Ididn'tevenhaveenoughmoneyto

buy"journeyfoods"butIdidn'tcareaboutthat,I

justwantedtogettoAsenathi.Hugher.Obviously,I

waswaaaytooearlysoIhadtowait...Icalledher,

inthemeantimejusttofindouthow'sshe'sdoing.

Hasshebeendischargedyet?WhereamImeeting

her?Allthosethings...

Mama:Asenathi'sphonehello?

Okay,Ididn'texpectthat.

Mama:Hello?

Me:uhmhellomama,ninjani?

Mama:sirightunjaniwena?

Me:ndiyaphilanam,bendicelauthethanoAsenathi

mama.



Mama:usayovasandoda,ndithethanabanimna?

Me:UthethanoMpumelelomam'

Mama:okayndodaIwilltellhertocallyouback.

Me:ndiyabulelama.

ThenIhungup...

Shesoundedlikeshewasn'ttoldaboutme,ormy

namedidn'tringabell...or,shewasjusttoo

destructedtomatchthename?Idon'tknow.I

sighedandlookedatmyphoneforaverylong

minute...Istillcouldn'tbelieveit.Howthehelldid

Asenathiloosethebabyaftersuchahealthy

pregnancy?Wasitthedoctor'scarelessness?What?

Someonehadtoexplainthiswholethingtome,it

reallydidn'tmakesense.

ThebuscamethroughsoIgotin,androdetothe

EasternCape.AplacethatIwasn'treallyfondof,it

heldsourmemoriesformeespeciallythelingering



memoriesaftermom'sdeath.Ididn'tbothercalling

AseagainsinceIknewshe'swithhermother,I

figuredthatshe'dcallwhenshecansointhe

meantimeIsleptthroughouttheride.Iwasactually

avoidingthinking...Ijustdidn'twanttothinkatall.

Afterafewhours,shecalled...ShebeingThula...I

tookadeepbreathinandexhaled.

Me:biggie?

Thula:heyyou,whydoyousoundlikeyou're

sleeping?

Me:Iwasjusttakinganap.What'sup?

Thula:Ithoughtyousaidyou'revolunteeringatBara?

Me:Iwas...ImeanIam,buttodayItookadayoff.

Thula:why?

Isatup...

Me:I'monmywaytoseeAsenathi.Shegavebirth.



Shescreamedinexcitementandmyheartshattered.

Me:Thula...

Thula:ohmyGod!Pleasesendmepictures,ohmy

GodI'manaunt!

Me:Thula...

Thula:heeeeIsooowishmomwasstillali-

Me:NokuthulaSirhonyi!

Thula:yhuyintoninawandikhwaza?

Me:hedidn'tmakeit.

Thula:whodidn'tmakewhat?

Me:thebaby...Thebabydidn'tmakeit.

Thula:whatdoesthatmeannaMpumelelo?

Isighedandwipedmyeyes,Iwastearingupagain.



Thula:butAsenathiwashealthynjena,thebaby

wasfine.Right?Thebabywasfine...Sowhatdo

youmeanthebabydidn'tmakeit?

Me:Imeanexactlythat...You'renotanaunt

anymore,I'mnotadad,Asenathiisnotamother.

Singonotnjebabantumntakamama.

Thula:No...No...Idon'tbelievethis.NoMpumi,

theremustbeamistake.

Me:Iwish...

Nokuthulabrokedownontheotherendofthe

phone,shebrokemyalreadyshatteredheartall

overagainbecauseIknewthatshewaslooking

forwardtothisbabyjustlikeme.Wehadhopeof

healingwiththisbaby,wethoughtmomandthe

heavensweresmilingdownonusngalomntwana

andthishappens?Itfeltlikesomeonehadripped

mychestopenandhadmyheartintheirpalms,

squeezingthebloodoutofit.ButIhadtobestrong

forThula,IhadtobestrongforAse.Breakingdown

wasn'tanoptionformerightnow.



Me:sulilakangakamntase.

Thula:whathavewedonetoGodMpumi?Why

doesGodhateussomuch?Izinyanyanazo

zisijikelekanjalonje?

Thenshebrokedownagain...

Me:GodwillhealusThula,trustme.IknowHewill.

Thula:whenMpumi?When?Howmanytimesmust

wecryforHimtoreact?Howmanytimesmustwe

gethurtazovakalelwa?

Me:Idon'tknow...ButIknowHewill.Oneday.

Thula:uyaziphambanisawena,akhoThixo

ngandawoapha.

Me:Iloveyou,I'llcallyouonceIgettoher.

Shedidn'tanswer...Shewasalsonowmadatme



forignoringherlastremark.

Me:sharp.

Thula:sharp.

Ihungup.

TherewasnomissedcallnoratextfromAsenathi

soIwentbacktosleep,upuntilIgottoher

hometown.RememberIdon'thaveacenttobook

myselfamotelorabnb,I'masbrokeasabegger,I

satdownonthebusstationsecurityguysseatsand

calledher.Thephonerangonceandcut...Itried

again,twotimesandthenthethirdtimethecalljust

didn'tgothrough.Isattherewithoutawayforward,

itwasstillveryearlybutIknewIwasn'tgonnagoto

myuncle'splacewhetherAsenathicallsornot.I'd

ratherfindmeanstoreturntoJoburg

ndingambonangakunobakuthwemandiyekwa

malumeworsemalumengulondimshiyeeJoburg.

Itwaspast6to7inthemorningsoIjusttooka

walktothebeachwithmybackpackonmyback.



ThereIfoundpeacejustbywatchingthewatertoil

backandforth...Past10,fourhoursaftermyarrival,

Asenathicalled.Iwouldhavebeenmadatherfor

switchingoffherphoneknowingfullywellthatI'm

comingtoseeherbutIwasnowcalm...andIhadno

fightinme.Iwasemotionallyfamished,even

spiritually.

Me:hello?

Ase:baby...I'msorryfortakingsolongtogetback

toyou.

Me:mh.

Ase:xolokalokubabybekukhoabantuaphaIdidn't

wantthemaskingbandithethanabanisoearly.

Isighed...Like,it'sbeenfourhours.Notfifteen

minutes,thirtyminutesbutfourfullhours.

Ase:uphi?

Me:I'matthebeach.



Ase:okay,pleasesendmeyourexactlocationI'll

comefetchyou.

Me:you'llcomefetchme?

Ase:I'veaskedmyneighborkwaphezolotohelpme

soshewillcomefetchyou,notme.

Me:sure.

Ase:I'msorry.

Me:it'scool.

Ase:Kay...Sendlocation.

Ihungupandsentherlocation,shesentmeher

neighborspicture.Ididn'twaitlongandthe

neighborarrived,wehadabriefgreetingthenhitthe

road.Iwasnervousfirstbutke...

WegottoAsenathi'shomeandnoonewashome.

Notevenasightofcars...TheneighborleftusandI

justsattherelookingatAsenathi.Shedidn'tlookas

hurtasshewasonthephone...Orwasitme?



Me:uright?

Shenod...Suddenlyhereyestearedup.

Me:nyhani?

Shelookedattheceilingwithoutsayingaword.

Thatwasacommongesturetostoptears,when

shedidthisImovedfromthecouchIwasin,across

fromwhereshesatandjoinedher.Herarmsflew

overmybodyandwecriedtogethersilentlyuntilI

hadnotearsleftinme.

Me:I'msorryyouhadtogothroughthisalone.

Shesniffedandcleanedherfaceup.Butnot

movinganinchawayfromme.

Ase:you'reherenow...That'sallthatmatters.

Me:can'tbehereforlongthough...



Ase:Iknow...

Shestoodupandleftmethere,camebackwith

foodandgaveme.

Me:thanksbut...Idon'treallyhaveanappetite.

Ase:whatdidyoueat?When?

Me:Ase.

Ase:pleaseeatsomething,you'vebeentraveling

throughoutthenight.Youneedthestrength.

Me:I'mgoodbra,I'mjustnothungry.

SheseemedhurtbythisbutIwasn'tabouttoforce

fooddownmythroatjusttopleaseher.Iloveher

butI'mnothungry.Sheputthetrayinfrontofme

andsatdownnexttome...

Me:so...Whathappensnow?



Ase:with?

Me:thebaby'sbody..Dowedoafuneralor?

Ase:myparentsthoughtitwouldbebestifweleave

himthere...

Inod...

Ase:I'msorry,Iknowhowmuchyouwerelooking

forwardtobeingadad.

Me:I'llbefine,aslongasyou'reokay.

Shesmiledandslidsomethingintomyhand,I

openedit.Money.

Me:andthis?

Ase:maliyakhoyojika,pleasebookaflight.

Me:wheredidyougetthis?

Ase:itdoesn'tmatterbabe,justdon'ttakeabus



again.Uzodinwayetyoustillhavetogobackto

work.

Ididn'tanswer...Ihadnooptionbuttotakeit,Ionly

hadlenabendizengayoqha.

Ase:youdon'thavetorepayme,Iknowuthulenje

ucingaindlelayondibuyiselalemalingoku.

Me:Iknowyoumeanwellbaby...Ijust...It'smaking

meuncomfortable.

Ase:moneycomingfrommemakesyou

uncomfortablenow?

Me:that'snotwhatImeantandyouknowit.

Shelookedaway...

Me:I'msorryke,comehere.



Ipulledherinforahugandshesnuggledupmy

chest,breathingagainstmyneck.

Me:Iloveyou.

Ase:IwannagobacktoJoburgwithyousobad.

Me:youneedtohealfirst,youjustgavebirth.

Shedidn'tanswerme...

Me:you'reallowedtofollowmeanytimeafter

you'vehealed.

Ase:thewaymyfamilyiswatchingmeafterthis

pregnancy,Idon'tthinkthatwilleverhappen.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Shedidn'tanswer...

Iretractedfromthehugandlookedather.



Me:uthiniAse?

Ase:theywantmetobreakupwithyou.

Me:what?Why?

Shesighed...

Me:babe?

Ase:ubhutitoldthemaboutmydisappearingacts,

obviouslykewafakelelasonowdadhasme

grounded.IfIwannagobacktovarsityImust

forgetaboutJoburg,ratherCapeTownorPEand

that'sit.

Me:wheredoesthatputourrelationship?

Sheshrugged...

Me:youcannotbeshruggingrightnow...Thetha



Asenathiwheredoesthiswholeshitputour

relationship?

Ase:sushout'amnakalokuMpumi,I'malsocaught

betweenarockandahardplacehere.

Me:whydoIfeellikeyou'vealreadymadea

decisionnje?

Shestartedsobbing...Typical.

Me:wow!

Ase:thisisdifficultformetooMpumelelobutmy

education,mycareer?Thosecomebeforeanything

andeverythingelse.

Me:andIsupposeI'mpartoftheanythingand

everythingelse,right?

Ase:putyourselfinmyshoes.

Me:youcouldn'twaituntilthepainoflosingmy

firstbornsubside?

Ase:Ilostachildtoo!Comeonbaby!



Me:you'renotactinglikeyou'velostanythingright

now...Youknowwhat,it'sokay.

Igrabbedmybackpackandheadedforthedoor,

shegrabbedmyarm,herfacemessywithtearsand

runnynose.

Ase:pleasedon'tleavelikethis...Please.

Me:pleaseletgoofmyarm.

Ase:baby.

Me:AsenathiDakumba...Let...Go...Ofmyarm.

Shedidn't,insteadshesmashedherlipsonmine.I

kissedherbackobviouslybutIfeltnothing.Iwas

emptyinsideIcouldn'tevenfeelmyhandsonher

body...Shestoppedandtouchedmyjaws

Ase:Iloveyouokay,thisisasdifficultformeas

well.Iwishtherewasanotherwayaroundthis...



Me:Ican'tbelieveyou'redumpingme...Likeright

nowbabe.Rightnow?

Ase:I'msorry.

Iwipedatearthathadfounditswaydownmy

cheek,shesawitandtriedkissingmylipsbutI

lookedtheotherway.

Me:Ihavetogo.

Ase:baby.

Me:I'msorryaboutthebaby,you'dhavemadea

greatmotherIknowthatwithoutdoubt.

Shedidn'tmove...

Me:Iguessthisisreallyithuh...

Ase:I'msorry.

Me:don'tbe,justgobacktoschoolandchaseyour



dreams.I'msorrythatIbecameastumblingblock

onyourway,sorrythatIgotyoupregnantand

wastedayear'sworthofyourtime.

Ikissedhercheek...

Me:bye.

ThenIwalkedout...IcouldhearherbawlingasI

walkedoutthegate.Myheartwastoohurttoturn

back,shehadmadeherdecisionandIwasn'tmad

aboutit.Sheshouldn'thavetochoosebetweenme

andhercareeranywaywhileI'mchasingminebut

thetimingofitall .

AfterabouttenminutesofwalkingIrealizedthatI

wasstrugglingtobreathesoIsatdownonthe

pavementandcriedmyheartout.Ididn'treallycare

who'swatchingmeIjusthadtoletitallout.WhenI

wascontent,Ipickedmyselfupandcontinued



walkingtothetaxirank,gotataxiandwentstraight

tothebusstation.Ineededthatbusrideagain,a

flightwouldbetooquickforme.Ineededthebus

ridetomournbothmysonandmyrelationship.I

neededit.

[06/26,15:02] :#Mpumelelo_03

AftergettingmybusticketIsatthereandwaited,

eventuallyfellasleepandwaswokenupbythe

securityofficersayingthebushadarrived,gotin

andwentbackhome.Throughouttheride,Ihadmy

phoneswitchedoff.OnceIgottoJo’burgIjust

wenttomyplaceandcriedmyselftosleepallover

again,wokeupthenextdayandwenttowork,life

hadtogoon.GoodthingIdidn’tdolaybyefor

umntana,goodthingIdidn’tdoanythinginfactfor

umntana…thatwouldhavehurttheheckoutofme.

Idecidedtoblockherforawhile,Ineededto

breatheman.

Ineededtohealawayfromher.



Aweekpassedwithoutushavinganysortof

communication.AndIwasokaywiththat,myheart

wasatpeace.Afterabouttwoweeks,mysister

calledjusttocheckuponme.

Me:hey…longtime

Thula:yeahhey,I’vebeenstrugglingtocometo

termswiththisthing.

Me:whatthing?

Thula:thelossofyourbaby.

Me:ohthat…

Thula:wait,you’veforgottensoeasily?

Isighed…

Thula:whatareyounottellingmeMpumi?

Me:AsenathibrokeupwithmewhenIvisitedher.



Thula:what?

Me:exactly.

Thula:whywouldshedothat?

Me:Idon’tknow,thinkshesaidsomethingalong

thelinesthatherfamilymadeherchoosebetween

ourrelationshipandhercareer.

Thula:soshechosehercareer?

Me:yes,andthat’sunderstandable.

Thula:isit?

Me:Nokuthulawouldyouchooseamanoveryour

career?Overyourwork?

Shetookawhiletoanswer…

Me:themerefactthatyouhavetothinksohard

aboutitmakesmewonder.

Thula:IguessIwouldn’t,but…

Me:look,I’mnotmadthatshechosehercareer



overme,it’sthetimingofitallthatpissesmeoff.

Thula:yeah.

Me:butkuzodlulaman,yonkintoizobagrand.

Thula:akhontoingadluliyomntase…hehman,when

lastdidyouseeumalume?

Me:it’sbeenawhile,why?

Thula:Idon’tknow.Okobendimcingalately.

Me:I’llcheckuponhimonceI’mdonewithtoday’s

rounds.

Thula:okay,enkosi.Uberightman.

Me:I’mgoodCharlie,good.

Wespokeforafewmoreminutesthenhungup.

Iworkedmyassoffbothatschoolandasa

volunteeratBara,becauseIneededgood

recommendation.OneyearpassedandthenI

forgotthattherewaseverapersonnamesAsenathi.

Myfocuswasjustmystudiesandwork,Nokuthula

wasawayinaforeigncountrydoingwhatsheloves



soIwasoverheardoingwhatIlovedaswell.Life’s

great.

-Aftermygraduation–

ItraveledtoCapeTownforaninternshipinterview

thatIgotfrommyBaragwanathmanager,Itold

Thulaaboutitandshesentmeenoughmoneyto

traveltoCapeTown,bookahotelfortheweekend

andenoughmoneyforfood.Luckilyformethe

interviewwassuccessful,Inowhadtotravelback

toJoburgformybelongings,butfirst…Ineededto

walkaroundthebigcityandobviouslyfindmyselfa

goodplacetostayatthoughIwasalready

organizedindawoyohlalaemsebenziniforthefirst

threemonths.AftergoingaroundforafewhoursI

wenttochillandeatattheWaterfront…

Whileeating,Iheardafamiliarvoicelaughing

loudly…soIturnedandlookedather.



AsenathiDakumba.

Wow.

Shelookedsobeautiful,hairletloose,wearinga

flowingdressandsandals.Shewassofree,and

beautifulatthesametime.Oneoftheladiesshe

waswithmusthavenoticedthatIwasstaringat

them,shenudgedtheotheronesayingsomething

andthenallthreeofthemturnedandAsenathifroze.

Theothertwogirlswalkedbutshegotstuckthere

andmyeyeswouldn’tmoveawayfromhers,Ihad

difficultiesswallowingmysaliva,Iwatchedher

probablytellingtheothertwotogoaheadasshe

cametowardsmytable.Istoodupandmetherhalf-

way,wehuggedforanintensemomentandthen

shebrokedown.

Westoodtherehugging,Ihadnotears.

Whenshestoppedcrying,Ipulledachairforher

andwesatdown.Calledthewaitressandplacedan

orderforher…



Me:howhaveyoubeen?

Shetookmyglassofwaterwaselaandkeptquiet

forawhile.

Iwaited,Ihadgrowntobeaverypatientyoungman.

Ase:IthoughtIwasokay,untilIsawyou.

Me:I’msorryforbringingyoubadmemories.

Ase:don’tdothat.

Me:don’tdowhat?

Ase:youknowverywellyoudon’tbringmebad

memoriesMpumelelo.

Me:butyoufrozeandcriedwhenyousawme,and

youjustconfirmedthatyouwereokayallthese

yearsweweredistant.

Shesighed…herorderarrived.



Ase:youlookgood,andgrown.

Me:sodoyou,asbeautifulasever.

Shesmiled.

Me:whatareyoudoinginCapeTown?

Ase:I’mvisitingmyotherbrother.Whatareyou

doinghere?

Me:ndifumenei-internshipkwelicala,I’mstarting

nextmonth.

Ase:serious?Congratulations,Isawyour

graduationspicturesonFacebook.

Me:mmh…

Shestoppedeatingandlookedatme

Ase:I’msorryforhowthingsended.

Me:Ithoughtwewerepassedthatnow.



Ase:weare,butnowthatwearehereIfeellikeI

shouldreallyapologizeforeverything.

Me:it’scoolbra,sibadala.Wehurtandhealalong

thejourneyofgrowth.

Herfriendscametocheckonher,shetoldthem

theycangoshe’llfindherwaybackhomesowe

hadlunchthenheadedtomyhotelroom.Iguess

weneverreallystoppedlovingeachother,thespark

wasthere…webothcouldn’tdenyit.

[06/26,15:03] :#Mpumelelo_04

Wegottomyroomandshewentstraighttothe

windowwatchingthebeautifulviewswhileIwas

standingbythecloseddoorwatchingher.Shewas

stillasbeautifulasthelasttimeIsawher,maybe

evenmore.Therewasasexyatmosphereallofa

sudden,Ifeltlikerippingthatdressoffherbodyand

workingmymagiconher...ButIcontrolledmyself.



Sheturnedandsawtheroom'stelephone...

Ase:canIorderadrink?

Me:sure.

Sheorderedabottleofwine...Okay,hopefullyshe

knewIain'tpayingforthat.I'mhereforumsebenzi

nottomisusethelittlethatIhave.Shesatdownon

thechairnexttothedressingtable,Iwalkedover

andsatontheedgeofthebed,closertowhereshe

hadsat.

Me:whyareyousuddenlysad?Uburightearlieron.

Shetriedtosmile,andthensheshrugged.Asif

shruggingathoughtoff.

Me:ngobaniabaubuhambanabo?



Ase:girlfriendkabhutiandhersister.

Me:Yourbrotherhasagirlfriend?

Ase:uNathinottheolderone,useseJoburglo

umaziyo.

Me:mmh,soyouwon'tgetintotroubleforbeing

here?

Ase:Nathiisnotasstrictastheolderone,aslong

asIgethomeqhahe'sfine.

Inod...

Ase:how'sThula?

Me:she'sgood.

Ase:justgood?

Ismiled...

Me:she'sdoingwellforherself,she'shappyand



that'swhatmatters.Herbeinghappy,after

everything.

Ase:sheblockedmynumber,Itriedcallingherafter

youleftmyhome.

Me:doyoublameher?

Ase:no...Justthat,Ineededher.Youknow,I

neededafriend.

Me:Thulalovesyou,butsheismysister.Obviously

she'sgonnastandwithme.

Shenod...

Me:arewereallygonnatalkaboutthepastright

now?Doyoureallywantustogobackthere?

Roomservicedeliveredherwinesoshejumpedup

andwenttopayforit,tookitwiththetwoglassesit

camewith.Pouredformeandherselfthenshe

drankherglassdowninonegulpwhilestandingby



thesamewindowshestoodbywhenwecamein.I

putmyglassdownandwenttoher...

Touchedhershouldersandsmellingherhair,it

smeltofcitrus.

Me:hey,what'sgoingonnow?

Ase:Ijust...IneverthoughtI'deverseeyouagain.

I'mshockedandhappyatthesametime,actuallyI

don'tknowhowI'mfeeling...Like...

Thenshecried,sheliterallybrokedownandcried

soIturnedheraroundsoshecouldcryonmychest.

WhenthetearssubsidedIcleanedherfaceupand

kissedhersoftlips.

Me:stopcrying,okoubulilanamhlanje.I'msorryif

I'mtherea-

Ase:pleasekissmeagain.



Oh...Ididasinstructed,sheclosedhereyesand

suckedmybottomlippullingachunkloadofbreath

atthesametime.Thiswholesituationrevokedall

theforgottenandburiedfeelings,thepacewewere

bothgoingathadaclearindication.Wewalked

backwardstothebed,ourclothesalreadyflying

acrosstheroomandoncewehitthebed,she

switchedthingsupandworshippedmybody.I

allowedherto,Iknewhowitmadeherfeel...And

thenIflippedheroveranddidthesameonhers.

HerwallsshutimmediatelyandIcouldfeelthefirst

ofmanyshowerswasveryclose.ButIstoppedat

therealizationthatwehadnocondoms,Ididn'tplan

onhavingsexonCapeTownandIdon'tgoaround

carryingcondoms.

Me:wehavenoprotection.

Ase:I'llgetanafter-pill.

Ididn'tmove...

Sheopenedhereyes...



Me:pregnancyisnottheonlyproblemwecould

havehere.

Shesighed...

Ase:wellyou'rethelastmanIsleptwith,doesthat

atleastputyouatease?

Me:I'mthelast?Areyouserious?

Ase:Mpumelelo,you'reseriouslykillingthemood

rightnow.

IchuckledasImadewaytoherlips,bithercorners

andkissedherfullyassheloosenedup.Wehitit

raw,threetimesandthenourbodiesgaveuponus.

Sheslidherbodyontomineandpulledthesheets

closinghereyes.Ikissedthetopofherforehead

andjustlookedintospace....



Whowouldhavethoughtthatthisdaywouldcome?

Wow.Herphonevibrated,Icheckedthescreen

"Nathi"soIputitback,musthavebeenherbrother.

Afteranhour,hecalledagainsoIwokeherup.She

justlookedatme...

Me:yourbrotherhasbeencallingyou.

Ase:pleasepassthephone.

Igaveherthephone,shetextedandputitback

down.Thenshewenttothebathroom,cameback

andgotintomybed,cuddlinguponmywarm

body...

Ase:thisfeelslikeadream...

Me:Ihopethedreamdoesn'tgetyouintrouble.

Shekissedmychestanddidn'tanswer...



HerphoneRangagain...

Ase:hello?

Nkosinathi:uphi?

Ase:I'mwithfriendsbraItextedyounje.

Nkosinathi:sincewhendoyouhavefriendsinCape

Town?

Ase:Idon'thavefriendsinCapeTown,wejust

happenedtobehereatthesametime.

Nkosinathi:Asenathingath'kantiusendodeniapha.

Ase:evenifndikuyodude,I'mnobody'swife.

Nkosinathi:ufunumithaagain?

Shesighed...

Nkosinathi:ifthat'syourattitudendcelaubuye

ndikugodusemtshana.

Ase:you'reworsethanyourbrother,doyouknow



that?

Nkosinathi:yourcarelessnesswillalsodragmy

name,doyouknowthat?

Ase:mxm,ndiyeza.

Nkosinathi:uyaphiumximkengoku?

Ase:Kalokundilibanjwalaphakokwenumosmna,I

can'tgoanywherewithoutbodyguards.Ican'thave

friendseningazaziyo,Ican'tevengotothefucking

shoppingmallalone.Ndiyezake.

Thenshehungup...

Shedidn'tmoveaninch.

Iwasalsolostforwords.

Whywouldshefeellikeaprisonerkokwabo?Why

wouldshebemadetofeellikeaprisonerinfact?

Herphonerangagain...Sheansweredimmediately.



Ase:ndithendiyezabrayintoningoku?

Nkosinathi:Idon'tlikethewayothethangayonam.

Ase:isthatallyouwannasay?

Nkosinathi:AseuyayaziIdidn'tmaketherules,I

don'tevenknowwhyyoucan'tbeonthestreets

alone.Don'tbemadatme,I'mjustdoingasIwas

told.

Ase:andItoldyou,I'mfuckingcomingkaloku.

Ndimibanjwalenusondiyezake...Infact,youcan

callyourpilotfriendizondithathaman.Ngcono

ndiyekumamakunalenainto.

Thenshehungup.

Me:kwenzekantonikokwenu?

Ase:they'retreatingmelikeaprisoner,andinoya

ndedwaemall,andinoyakwimovies,Ican'tevengo

tochurchalonemvanjebecauseI'llbumpintoa



manndilalenayondiphindendimithe.

Me:soyonkelentoisbecauseofapregnancy?

Seriously?

Ase:myfatherandbigbrotherarethebiggest

hypocriteskulamzi.

Me:I'msorry...Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.

Ase:it'sfinewethu,atleastyouweremyhighlight

forthisCapeTownvisit.

Me:souzobuyelaeBhayingoku?

Ase:it'sbetterthatway,IthoughtNathiwouldbe

betterthanTaNkoandmydadbutIguess

bayafanabonke.

Ikissedthesideofherhead...

Me:weshouldshower,I'llcallyouacab.

Ase:we'recallingnocabhere,I'llcallNathitocome

fetchme.



Me:usure?

Ase:I'msure.

Sheliftedherheadandkissedme.Onepeckata

time....

Me:wishyoucouldspendthenight.

Ase:wishIcouldspendacoupleofforevers.

Me:arewetryingagain?

Ase:doyouwantusto?

Me:itwillneverbethesamebutIthinkwecantry.

Myonlyproblemisthatwebrokeupbecauseyour

familyorderedusto.

Ase:you'reinCapeTown,I'minPEsotheywon't

know.

Me:howarewegoingtoseeeachother?

Ase:ndizozakuwemnaeveryotherweekend,butif

youdodecideukuzakumwe'llhavetobediscreet



aboutit.

Me:okay.

Shesmiledandbitmybottomlip...

Ase:nowpleaseunblockmynumbers.

Ilaughed.

Ase:youthoughtIwouldn'tknow?

Me:IwantedyoutoknowthatIwantnothingtodo

withyou.

Ase:thatshithurt.

Me:Iknow,butiteventuallyhealed.Right?

Ase:itdidn't,Iendedupstalkingyouonsocial

mediajusttobeateasethatyou'reokayanddoing

welleveninmyabsence.



NowIkissedher...

Pulledhertowardsthebathroomsoweshowered

together,wegotdressedthenshecalledherbrother

whocametofetchher.

Wetextedthroughoutthedrive,onherwaytothe

airportandwhenshelandedathome.

Icouldn'thelpbutfeellikesheliedtobeaboutwhy

herfamilydidn'twanthertogoanywherealone,it

seemedlikeitwasamuchbiggerdealthanwhat

shewasgivingmeandnowIwasmoredetermined

tofindouttherealreason.

FollowingdayIflewbacktoJoburg,Ihadabouttwo

weekstopackmythingsandjustbringmylifeinto

order...ButIalsohadtotellThulaofthenew

developmentsinmylovelifesoIcalledher.

Thula:babybrother.



Me:bigsis...Unjanimfondini?

Thula:haymtshanaI'mhomesickyohha.a

Me:applyforleaveandcomebacknobayiveki.

Thula:donethatalready...

Me:pitywehavenowherewecallhome.

Wathula...

Me:butwithmynewjobandyourjob,wecansurely

changethat.

Thula:OMGyougotthejob?

Me:Yeboyesmntakamama,I'mstartingnext

month.

Thula:that'sintwoweekstime.

Me:yes.

Thula:sondizofikelaeKapa?

Me:ewekaloku.



Shescreamedinexcitement...

Me:andthere'ssomethingelse.

Thula:pleasetellmeyouhaveagirlfriend?

Me:Imight.

Thula:youmight?

Me:pleasedon'tbemadatmeforwhatI'maboutto

tellyou.

Thula:youbetternottellmeyou'rebackwiththat

selfishspoiltratofawitch!YoubetterNO!!!

Iburstoutlaughing....

Thula:Mpumeleloareyouinsane?

Me:Ndiyamthanda.

Thula:uyamtha-uyaziva?Areyoulisteningto

yourself?



Me:Thula,Iknowwhyyou'reupsetwithmebutI

neverreallystoppedlovingher.

Thula:IamnotupsetmntakamamaIamlividwith

you,lomntanawakutyisawenastru.Soze.

Ismiled...

Thula:Mpumelelouseriousbra?

Me:yes.

Thula:rhaaaaaa!Phuuu!

Me:anyway,Imissyou.Utshowhenyourleaveahz

beenapprovedsothatIcanprepareforyou.

Thula:you'regonnaswitchthesubjectnjekanjalo?

Me:there'snothingtotalkabout...We'redone.

Thula:Mpumelelolamntanaungcolilebra,Ihave

beenhavingweirddreamsezinayephakathi.

Me:whatdreams?



Shesighed....

Me:Nokuthula.

Thula:Ithinkyoursonisstillalivebra.

Me:whatdoyoumeanyouthinkmysonisstillalive?

Thula:I'vebeenhavingdreamsezinomntana

phakathi,noAsenathi...

Me:dude!Givemeintoebambekayo,whatdreams

areyoutalkingabout?

Shesighed...

Thula:okay,inthefirstoneIsawyouandAsenathi

cryingandamanwastakingawayababy,aweek

afterthatIsawAsenathievalelweinthisdarkroom

andallshecouldhearwasacryingbaby.Itwaslike

uyaphambanaman,cryinganddrawinghearts

emadongeni.ManinzimanbraI'mjusttellingyou

angaingathiaserious.



Me:mh.

Thula:thenlastweekIsawherandthistoddler,it

wasasiftheyarereuniting.ButeverytimeItryto

lookatthechildsfacendivelendothuke

ebuthongweni.

Me:andyou'reonlytellingmethisnow?Afterall

theseyears?

Thula:it'spartlywhyI'mcominghome...Iwanna

meetupwithher.

Me:andsaywhat?

Thula:Idon'thavetosayanything,Ijustwannafeel

herenergy.

Me:uyathwasaNokuthulaSirhonyi?

Shelaughed....

Thula:andithwasimntakamamakodwaamawethu

anam,IfeellikeifIcanbearoundherandgraspher



energyI'llgetalltheanswersI'mlookingfor.

Me:okay...

Thula:pleasedon'taskheranything.

Me:Iwon't...Justprayyourleavegetsapproved.

Thula:you'restrangelycalmaboutthis.

Me:I'mjustconnectingthedots...

Thula:whatdots?

Me:justgetherebra.

Shemumbled,Ilaughedandconcludedonthe

conversationthenwehungup.

Wasitpossiblethough?Formysontobealiveall

theseyearsandAsenathitokeephimfromme?

Couldshebethatevil?
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#Cassandra



AfterSikileftaccompaniedbyNkosinathi,Irealized

thatallmysiblingswerehere.ExceptforAsandake

becauseshelivesinPretoriabutalltheotherswere

here...

Steve:howisthelittleguy?

Me:they'rerunningthefinaltestsnow,sizova

ngogqirha.

Steve:mmh.

Hecameclosetousandpeepedathismtshana

smilingandplayingwithhispeachycheeks.

Steve:you'vemadepeacewiththisgoat?

Cindy:akandikruquleSteveyouhavenoidea.

Lionelclearedhisthroat.



Isighedandlookedatthem,allofthem.

Me:I'mnotdatingNkosinathiagain,I'mmerely

communicatingwithhimforthesakeofhisson.

Steve:hesuddenlyhasason?

Me:he'salwayshadasonbhuti.

Cindy:arewetalkingaboutthesamesonwhoselife

isworthamillionRands?

Me:hehadnothingtodowiththatguys,thatwas

hisfamily.

Steve:oh,sohecannotbeheldresponsibleforhis

family'sactionstowardsyouandyourson?

Ndathula...

Lionel:doyoustilllovehimSandra?

Haiboubhuti...Howcouldheaskmethatquestion?



Me:huh?

Lionel:doyoustilllovehim?Nkosinathi.

Steve:ukuvile,she'sjustthinkingofalie.

Me:noIdon'tlovehim.

Lionel:areyousure?

Inod,notlookingatthem.

Cindy:she'slying,shestillloveshim.

Lionel:khawumeCindy.

Steve:thenstopactinglikeateenageresandovuma

indodaapha,sticktoyourstory.

Me:Iamstickingtomystorybethuna,Ineversaid

hewon'tbepartofhisson'slifeIjustsaidIdon't

wantityalaliyofakwabecauseIwantnothingtodo

withthatfamily.

Cindy:youdoknowthatNkosinathiisthesonofthe

samemanwhoofferedyoumoneyfor



extermination?Nkosinathiisthebrotherofthe

samemanwhohurledinsultsatyouandyour

unbornson?Nkosinathiisthesamefuckedupman

whocheatedonyouwithhisex,thendumpedyou

overthephoneforkissinganotherman?Nkosinathi

isthesamemanwhocausedyoudepression,same

manwholeftyouforthreemonthswhilepregnant,

samemanwhowasn'ttheretodefendyouwhen

youneededhim,samemanwhowasn'tthereto

helpyouwhenyouwereinlabor,wearetalking

aboutthesamemanhere.Nothinghaschanged.

Ididn'tanswerher...

Allofthesethingswerestillhurtful,Iwas

dependingonthemandthemedsbuttheywere

takingmebackthererightnow.Icouldfeelmyself

goingbackintothatdark,icyroom.

Lionel:tellmesomething,areyouconsidering

givinghimfullaccesstoMilli?

Me:hehasarighttobepartofhisson'slife.



Lionel:youcouldhavejustsaidyesuyekeundenza

muncu.

Isweartheyweretearingmyheartintopiecesright

now...Ifeltliketheywereganginguponmeand

theyweredoingsoknowingfullywellthatuSiki

akekho.Shealwaysstandsupforme(andfor

Nkosinathisometimes).

Me:andikwenzimuncubhuti...Uxolo.

Steve:didshejustsayhehasaright?

Cindy:ndanditshilomnasizobamuncusedwaapha.

Steve:hehSandrahelpmeunderstandthis,emva

kokondizokuyeka.

Me:Kay.

Steve:youknowthesepeopleabamfuniumntana

wakho,right?

Inod...



Steve:okay,soifyou'retellingusaboutiirightszika

Nkosinathirightnow...Howsureareyouthat

abanomtyisaityhefulomntanawhenhevisitsthem?

Howsureareyouthatabanokwenzanayphina

indlelatoexecutehimnowthattheycouldn'ttouch

himengekazalwa?

Iswallowed...Iwasn'tsureofanythingyazi.Except

thefactthatIbelievedNkosinathiwouldratherdie

foranythingtohappentothischild.ButIcouldn't

tellthemthatnow,ingangathindiyamthethelelaall

overagain.

Steve:mh?

Me:andikhosurebhuti.

Steve:butbaneright?

Me:uNkosinathiuneright,nothisfamilymembers.

Steve:youseemtohavethiswholethingfigured

out,Iguesswejusthavetositthisoneoutand



watchyoufromthebenches.

Lionel:goodthingshe'sgoingtoCapeTownsoon.

Awayfromtheseselfishbullies.

Cindy:youthinkCapeTownisoverseasebantwini

whocanthrowaroundamillionbucks?

Lionel:ubabakhebamlandelakalokubayawbe

bazikhangelelaibhokisiCindy,ayixoxisi.

Me:guys,there'llbenoneedforthat.Yhohayini.

Cindy:nankoke.

Steve:usenzamuncuuCassandra.

Cindy:iphindeibekwandimudramaqueenneh?

Alright.

Ijustrolledmyeyesandkeptquiet...Myphonerang.

Me:hey.

Nkosinathi:I'monmywayback,ndikuphathele

ntoni?



Me:I'mnothungry,thanks.

Nkosinathi:whydoyousoundlikeyou'recrying?

IfonlyheknewthatIhadthishugelumpinmy

throat,Iwantedtocryfordaysbutnotinfrontof

thesethree.Iclearedmythroatandsatup,avoiding

eyecontactwithanyoneintheroom.

Me:I'mcool,thanks.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra.

Me:seeyouinasec.

ThenIhungupandputthephoneaway.Thedoctor

cameinandreleasedmyfamily,thechildneededto

stayovernightforaproperevaluationandifhe's

stillfinethefollowingdaywe'dgohome.

Cindy:shouldIbookmyselfthatemptybedor

uzobaright?



Me:haysisindizobaright,enkosi.

Cindy:usure?Idon'treallymind.

Me:I'msure,youcancomebeforedinnerand

tomorrowmorningagain.

Cindy:alrightke...Byebye'iniMilli.

Shecametokisshim,..

Lionel:whatshouldwebringyoulateron?

Me:utatam.

Lionel:heeeeTyhiniYehovah.

Steve:sizomthathaphiuyihlothina?

Me:andinazi,justbringmemydad.

Lionel:awumbixautefa,xhekwazindini.

Ismiledastheycametohugmeandwalkedout,

bagilananoNkosinathiatthedoorandtheytotally

ignoredhim.



Nkosinathi:andthat?

Iignoredhim...

Hecametositnexttome,lookingathisson.

Nkosinathi:whydoyoulookupset?Whathappened

whileIwasgone?

Me:nothing.

Helookedatme...AlmosttouchingmyhandbutI

quicklyremovedmine.

Nkosinathi:Cass,pleasetalktome.

Me:there'snothingtotalkabout...Ohuhm,

siyalaliswa.

Nkosinathi:Ithoughthe'sfinenje.

Me:heis,butthedoctorwantstomonitorhim



throughoutthenight.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Heremovedhisjacketandhungitonthepedestal.

Me:andthat?

Nkosinathi:I'mstayingherewithyouguys.

Me:don'tyouhaveanythingbettertodo?

Nkosinathi:there'snothingbetterthanmyson'slife

rightnow.

Me:he'sfinebra,youcangobacktoyourlife.I'll

callyoushouldtherebeanychanges.

Nkosinathi:IsaidI'mnotgoinganywhere,which

partofthatdidn'tyouunderstand.

IswallowedwhateverargumentIwasaboutto

throwhisway.Grabbedmyphoneandstoodup



Nkosinathi:uyaphikengoku?

Me:I'mgoingforawalk,willyoumanage?

Nkosinathi:sure,justdon'tgotoofar.Idon'thave

breaststofeedhim.

Iwalkedoutandtookawalkinthehospitalgarden

attheback,foundanabandonedbrokenwooden

stoolandsatonitandcriedthelumpout.Icried

untilIhadnotearstocry,wenttothetapand

washedmyfacethenwenttositonthatchairagain.

Mpumelelocalled...Iwasn'tevensureI'mupfora

conversationsoIjustignoredhiscall.Hecalled

again...

Me:DoctorSirhonyi?

Doc:MamakaBhabha,unjani?Yousoundtired.

Me:I'mquitegoodactually,neverbeenbetter.

Doc:nyhani?



Me:yep,unjaniwenagqirha?

Doc:I'mgood...Qhandikucingile.

Me:akumnandiubandim.

Doc:uyaz'bona?

Ichuckled.

Doc:nowonaseriousnotebra,utheni?I'mnot

buyingwhatyou'retellingme.

Me:ndirightkantinyhani.

Doc:youwantmetocometoPEandseeformyself

thaturightnyhaniCassandra?

Ididn'twantthat...EspeciallynotwithNkosinathi

here.NoIdidn'twanthimtocomehere.

Me:okayfine,I'mfinebutMillihasbeenadmittedat

thehospitalforthedayandpossiblynight.



Doc:utheni?

Me:he'sheatingup,butungconongoku.

Doc:who'sthedoctorattendingtohim?

Me:Yhoakhangendimjongenegamakeyazi.

Doc:ukwesiphiisibhedlele?

Me:theusual.

Doc:okayI'llcallandcheck.

Me:Ibelievehe'sintherighthandsthough,sodon't

stressaboutit.

Doc:Ijustwannaknowwho'sattendingtohim,I

know90%ofdoctorsapho.

Me:eshe.

Doc:haveyouinformedhisfather?

Me:yes,ukhona.

Doc:that'sgreat...I'llcheckuponyouguyslateron.

Worryyamkubaandizokwaziukuzonikrobangoku.

Me:Iunderstandyou'rebusy,sonobadblood.

Doc:alrightthen...Later?



Me:later.

Wehungup...

Itookawalkbacktothewardandfoundthesetwo

asleeponeachother'schests.ForasplitsecondI

feltjealousofMilli thisusedtobeMYchest.I

usedtolaylikethatonthisguy'schestfordayson

end,heneverlikecuddlingbutwoulddoitbecauseI

lovedit.He'dcuddlemenobandiqumbilebecause

heknowsIloveit...

Nkosinathi:you'reback.

IalmostjumpedbackbutIcomposedmyselfand

triedsmiling,towhichIwasunsuccessfulbecause

heknowsme.Hesatupandputthechildonthe

bed,makingspaceformetositnexttothem.

Nkosinathi:what'sbotheringyoukangaka



Cassandra?

Me:who'ssaidanythingisbotheringme?

Nkosinathi:Icanseeyou'rerestless.Somethingis

obviouslybotheringyou.

Me:areyouhereforyoursonortointerrogateme?

Hedidn'tanswer...

Igotonthebedandrestedmylegs.

Nkosinathi:didyoueatanythingtoday?

Me:I'mnothungry.

Nkosinathi:youneedsomethingtokeepyoustrong

forumntanaCassandrahaibo,youneedtoeat.Your

bodyneedsfoodtogenerateubisioluluzoncancwa

ngumntana.Doyouatleastunderstandthatpart?

Ijustlookedathim.



Ishereallygonnapreachkum?Aboutwhat'sgood

formychild?Yena?

Nkosinathi:canyouatleasteatforthechild'ssake

ke?Iknowyou'renothungry,okoubusitshobutcan

youtrytoeatforthesakeofmyson?

Me:areyoudone?

Hesighed...

Nkosinathi:babe,I'mnottryingtofightwithyou

here.

Me:kodwauyandishout'a?

Nkosinathi:I'msorry,I'mjustfrustrated.Forgiveme.

Ndamjonga...Mh.

Nkosinathi:I'llgogetusfood,okay?



Me:fine.

Nkosinathi:you'renotdismissingmeareyou?

Me:no.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Hegrabbedhiskeysandwalkedout...Ibreathed!

ForasecondthereIfeltlikeIwassuffocating.

Onelecalled

Me:Onele.

Onele:yhu,udikweyintoni?

Me:OneleuNkosinathiisgettingonmynervesbra!

ThatNkosinathiDakumbaisgettingonmyflippen

nervestoday,successfullyso!

Sheburstintolaughter....

Me:uhlekantonikengoku?



Onele:mntase,youandsbarijustneedtokissand

makeup.It'sobviousnisathandananina.

Me:andyoucametothatconclusionhow?

Onele:Iwatchedyoutwowhenhecametovisit

Milliforthefirsttime,andhonestly,akhokwanto

ekucaphukisayootherthanthefactthat

uyamthandabutyoucan'tgobacktohimbecause

youfearyourothersiblings.

Me:uyay'thethairubbishxauthandayaziOnele.

Onele:mntase,didyouseehisbody?Haike

ngonukakamnandi.Fuck,forasecondevenI

drooledoverhim.

Isighed

Me:you'reahopelesscase,andisenaworry

yabazalibakhowhothinkyou'retheirlittleangel.

Onele:wewillnottalkaboutme,sithethangawe

ngokunendodayakhoehot.



Me:whydidyoucallme?Canwetalkaboutthat.

Onele:Iwantedtoknowunjaniumntanam?

Me:he'sbetter.

Onele:where'shisdad?

Me:Ithinkhewenttogetusfood.

Onele:youthink?

Me:Onele?

Wahleka.

Again.

Onele:okayuxoloke,butwhere'shisCaucasian

girlfriend?

Me:Idon'tknow,hecamealonehere.

Onele:youdidn'task?

Me:no,whywouldI?

Onele:areyouenjoyingthefactthatyoucan



actuallyhavehimforyourself?Evenifnizobukana

ubusukubonkeandpretendnibukaumntana?

Me:you'rereallyfuckingwithmerightnowbra,you

reallyare.

Onele:butI'mbeinghonestwithyouhere.

Niyathandananinanoythu.

Me:byebyemntasekhaya.

Onele:Iloveyou,allthreeofyou.

Me:fuckthethirdpersonyoulovemnanoMilliqha.

Nonsenseyethreeofyou.

Onele:hahahaha!

Ihungup.

Rubbishyethirdpersonnangokutshi!Thirdperson

yobubhanxa.

[06/26,15:03] :#Mpumelelo_06

#Cassandra



Isatthereandwonderedwhatitwouldhavebeen

likehadwenotbrokenup,hadhenothurtme,hadI

nothurthim.SurelyIwouldn'tbeon

antidepressants,surelyIwouldhavehadhimbymy

sideeverystepofthewayfromdiscoveringthe

fibroidstoeverythingelse.Hewouldhavestood

withme,sidebyside.Heldmyhandandassured

mekuzobaright,abeexcitedwheneverwevisitthe

doctor...

Iwouldhaveagreatpregnancy IknowIwould

have.Butstill,Iwouldn'texchangetheexperienceI

hadinhisabsence,withanything.Foranything.

ThatexperiencebuilttheMotherinme,itsharpened

meforparenthood.

Lionel:wearenotblind,norarewestupid.

Ilookedup.

Whydidhecomeback?



Howlonghashebeenstandingthere?

Me:whatareyoutalkingaboutbhuti?

Hewalkedinandcarriedhisnephewonhischest

anddidn'tanswermeforacoupleofseconds.

Lionel:I'mtalkingaboutyouandNkosinathi.

Me:butthere'snostorythere.

Lionel:soyoudon'tlovehimanymore?

Me:youwantanhonestanswerbhuti?Like,forreal?

Lionel:wouldIaskifIwantedyoutocontinuelying

toourfaces?

Isighed...ButIhavenotlied.OrsoIthink.

Me:okayfineke,Ihaveneverstoppedloving

Nkosinathibutwebrokeupanyway.Ndisamthanda



bhutiandthatmaybethehardestandmostdifficult

feelingtosurpressorfightrightnowbutIlovehim.

Istilldo.

Helaughedatme,lookingmestraightintheeyes.I

feltlikehewasmockingmeinsometypaway.

Me:Iknowit'snotwhateveryoneoneofyouwants

tohearbutItriedguys,Iseriouslytriedtonotacton

whatI'mfeelingandI'mliterallyfailing.Himbeing

hereevennowisnothelpingthesituation,kungona

ndibawelaabeseCanadangokusothatIcanfind

myselfwithoutconstantlyseeinghim.Andwithyou

guysconstantlywatchingmeasifIdon'thave

enoughproblems,likea12yearoldteenager,is

exhausting.

Ubhutijustchuckled.

Me:I'mnotsayingI'mgonnagobacktohisarms...



Lionel:morelikejumpbackintohisbed?

Myeyesalmostpoppedout...

Lionel:that'showyoucameupwithMilli.AmIlying?

Iignoredhim...

Me:I'mnotgonnagobacktohisarmsbut,I'mjust

beinghonestwithyouthateweIstilllovehim,andI

hatemyselfforitalreadysondicelaniyeke

ukundibuzangalentongoku.Ya'llshouldknow

better,feelingsareuncontrollableandloveislove...

Youguyshavebeenyoungtooatsomestage.

Lionel:someofuswereyoungalright,notstupid.

Me:soI'mstupidforfallinginlovebhuti?

Lionel:noyou'renot,butyouwouldbestupidifyou

weretogobacktothisdudebecauseofthese

fairytalestorieszehappilyeverafters.Especially



afterkuzelweumtwana,enixokisanangazonoo

ntangabakho.

Ididn'tanswerhim...Purposefully.

Lionel:uyakuthandanayeokanyenguweloune

feelingszeballoon?

Me:Ifeelinsultedbythatbhuti.

Lionel:youhavecontroloveryourownfeelings

baby,that'snoneofmybusiness.

Iexhaled...

Iwasgettingangry,slowly.

Lionel:Icanseeyou'regettingwarmedup,nowthis

islifebabygirl.Thisislife.

Me:toansweryourquestion,uyandithanda.

Lionel:youseemsosure.



Me:becausethat'swhathe'sbeensayingoko

ebuyile.

Lionel:oohnguyeloudlalangengqondoyakhonow

allofasudden?

Me:ohbhuti.

Lionel:youknowwhat?EnzaCassandralento

ucing'bairightforwena.

Me:butI'mnotdoinganythingbethuna,I'mjust

tellingyouabouthowIfeel.

Hedidn'tanswerme...Wadlalanomtshanawakhe

andtotallyignoredmypresenceuntilNkosinathi

cameback.Babulisanaagainandthenafterafew

minuteslater,ubhutisaidhe'sleaving.

Me:ndcelaundiceleleusisinobangomphina

ozozaandiphatheleiimedsnentoyonxibangomso.

Lionel:sure.Cheers.

Me:bye.



Hewalkedout...

Nkosinathilookedatmequizzically.

Nkosinathi:areyoursiblingsfightingwithyou

becauseI'mhere?

Me:yes.

Nkosinathi:allofthem?

Me:yes.

Nkosinathi:oh...Wow.

Didhejustaskmethosequestionstosaywow?I

tookthejuicehecamewithandpouredaglass...

Nkosinathi:I'msorryforputtingyouinthisposition.

Me:sure.

Nkosinathi:butI'mnotsorryforbeinghere,myson

needsmeasmuchasheneedsyou.



Ididn'tanswerhim.

Nkosinathi:ifIwasabletomakepeacewithyour

dadthenIcanworkthroughthem.Surely.

Me:goodluckwiththat.

Nkosinathi:theyhavetoacceptthatI'mgonnabea

presentfather,onewayoranotherI'mgonnabe

aroundyouguys.Nothingandnooneisgonnastop

that.

Me:theydon'thavetoacceptanything,butIhear

you.

Nkosinathi:soyouareontheirside?

Me:wouldIbetalkingtoyourightnowifIwason

theirside?Infactcanwejusteat?Please.Because

I'monmyson'sside,whicheverisrightforhimIwill

allow,andwhicheverisnot...Iwillnottolerate.

Nkosinathi:okay.



Wedugin,Ionlyateabouttwopiecesofthemeat

andonerollthenndaright.

Mysisterscametoseeusforthelasttimeforthe

day,theywerenotimpressedtofindoutthisguy

wasstillherebutIwasn'tgonnastartafightwith

themaswell.Aftersometimetheyindicatedthat

bayahamba...

Cindy:canyougiveusaminuteNkosinathi?

Nkosinathi:sure.

Hetookhisjacketandcarkeyswaphuma.

Cindy:andthenlona?Ithiniintoyakhe?

Siki:nibuyeleneCassandra?

Me:uzeumntaneniwakhe,andno,asibuyelenanga

sisi.



Siki:usure?

Ilookedather...

Siki:Look,wegetthatyouoncelovedhimbutall

we'reaskingisthatifyou'vechangedyourmind

abouthim...Tellus.Don'tkeepusinthedarkness.

Me:wearenotdating,there'snotevenachancefor

ustodate.He'sgotTammyinhislifenow,I'mnot

lookingtodateanyoneanytimesoon.AsIsaid

before,he'smerelyhereforhisson...Onceweget

dischargedhe'sgonnagobacktohislifenathi

sibuyeleendlini.Lipheleibali.

Cindy:I'llwaitinthecar.

Me:youdon'tbelieveme?

Cindy:Idon'thavetobelieveyourwordsThixunathi,

I'mwatchingyouractionsqha.

Thenshewalkedout...



Sikicametositnexttome.Iwipedatearthatwas

quicktorundownmycheek,shejusthuggedme

andIkindofcried.

Siki:you'retakingstrainnana.

Me:youguysdon'tunderstand.

Siki:wedo,trustmewedobutsonkewefeellike

youaretoolenientwithhim.

Imovedawayfromherembrace.

Me:IcalledhimbecauseIthoughtMilliwasdying,

it'snotlikeMillihadflueorsomething...Helooked

likehe'sdyingforheavenssake.

Siki:Iknow...

Me:butallofyouareonmycaseasifIcalled

Nkosinathitocomehereoverachildwhohada

cough.



Shedidn'tanswerme...

Me:thewayeveryonefeelstheneedtoremindme

ofeverythingI'vebeenthroughforthepastmonths

asifIwouldforget,guys,Iwentthroughthose

things.Me.Nowit'slikeeveryoneofyouenjoys

seeingmeinpain,Ican'tsmileforasecondwithout

beingremindedthatI'monantidepressants.I

cannotsmileforasecondwithoutbeingreminded

thatNkosinathi'sfamilyofferedmeamillionto

abort...Hayini,utatuDakumbaofferedMEthe

million,mnaME.SohowcouldIforget?

Cwaka...

Me:I'venevertoldanyonethatIstoppedloving

Nkosinathi,IjustsaidwebrokeupandafterthatI

toldeveryonethatI'mnotreadytodateagain.He

alsoknowsI'mnotreadytodateanyoneyetand



somehowheunderstandsthatmorethanmyown

family.

Siki:weloveyou,andwearedoingallthatwe're

doingtoprotectyou.Wedon'twanttoseeyouhurt

alloveragain.Especiallynotbythesameperson.

Ipouredmyselfaglassofwater...

Siki:allofus,includingyourbrothers...Wecare

aboutyourwellbeing.

Me:andIappreciatethat,butndcelaninikeu

Nkosinathiachanceemntaneniwakhebethuna.

Siki:Wedon'tmindhimbeinghereforhissonas

longashestaysawayfromyou.

Me:Mandidendihambendiyophangelashem.

Shelaughed....



Me:ya'llaresuffocatingme.

Siki:OksalayouzamshiyauMilliaforthefirst6

months.

Me:usathi6monthsusisi,kuthweunyakakulandlu.

Siki:that'sgood,itgivesyoutimetoadjustandlook

fortherightkindergartenforhimwithoutany

pressure.

Me:unyakawonkewithoutseeingumntanam?

Siki:you'llflyinngeweekendooffngayokaloku...

CapeTownisjustdowntheroad.

Inod...

Siki:wearenottryingtofightwithyou,thisisus

lovingyou.

Me:Iunderstandsisi,evenifit'stoooverwhelming

attimes.

Siki:don'tmindLionel...



Me:hetoldyou?

Siki:yep.

Me:Yho.

Shesmiledandofferedahug,Iwentforit.We

hugged,shekissedhernephewandthenleft.

[06/26,15:03] :#Mpumelelo_07

#Cassandra

AllmysiblingsleftsoIjustlaytherewithmyson,

hewasplayingandtheheathadcooledoffabit.

Hisfatherdidn’tcomebackbutAsenathicalled…

Me:hello?

Asenathi:Hey,unjani?

Me:I’mgood,unjaniwena?

Asenathi:I’malrightsisi,unjaniumntana?



Isighed…

Me:he’sokay,butsilalisiweforanovernight

observation.

Asenathi:ohreally?CanIcomeseeyouguys?

Me:Idon’tthinkthat’swise,myfamilyisn’treally

keenonseeingyouguys.

Asenathi:aretheytherenow?

Me:no.

Asenathi:Icancomenowtorho…noko

sekusebusukungokuanditspastvisitinghours.

Herbrotherwalkedinndisacinga…

Asenathi:IknowwearenotthebestoffriendsandI

havenotbeenthebestsistertoNathiwhenit

comestoyouoryourchildbutplease,canIjustsee

thelittleone?Nobayifiveminuteswillbeenough

torhoCassandra.



Me:fine.

Asenathi:enkosi,pleasetextmethewardnumber.

Me:sure.

IhungupandlookedatNkosinathi.

Nkosinathi:what?

Me:yoursisterwantstocomeandseeMilli.

Nkosinathi:oh.

Ilookedathim…wasthatall?

Okay.

Itextedherthewardnumberandjustlaytherein

silence.

Nkosinathi:youokay?

Inod…



Nkosinathi:usure?

Me:doesTammyknowyou’rehere?

Nkosinathi:yes.

Me:andshe’sokaywiththat?

Nkosinathi:yes.

Me:okay.

Wesatinthatawkwardsilence…Idon’tknowhow

hethoughthe’sgonnasleeponthehospitalbunk

chairbuthesurewasn’tgonnasharethebedwith

us.Afteraboutanhoursofsilence,hissistercame

throughcarryingflowersandafruitbasket.Fruit

basketthatIknewI’mgonnagiveawaytotheladies

nextdoorxasihambak’sasa,ainttakingnofruit

baskethome,especiallyevelakuye.

Asenathi:molweni.

Me:hi.



Nkosinathi:buddy.

Theyhugged…

Shegavemetheflowers,puttingthebasketnextto

Milli’smedicalfolder.

Theshecametopeepathim…

Asenathi:akasecutebethuna…canIholdhim?

Nkosinathi:ulelebra,andno,youcannottake

picturesofhim.

Asenathi:aw’sengcole.It’sjustpictures.

Nkosinathi:nopicturesAsenathi.

Asenathi:okayke…

Thenshelookedatme.



Asenathi:uright?

Inod…

Iwasn’tupforthissmalltalkconversation,weboth

knewwherewestoodwitheachother.Sothisreally

wasn’tnecessary.

Asenathi:niphumanini?

Me:ngomso.

Asenathi:oohItoldmomya’llarehospitalized,she

wasgonnadrivethissidetomorrowmorning.

Me:drivetowhere?

Asenathi:tocomeseeyouguys.

Me:mxeleleakhoneed.

Asenathi:haiboCassandra,lomntana

ngumzukulwanakamamakalokuatsomepointmy

familywillhavetoseehim.

Me:lomntanamngumntanawam,yourfamily

doesn’thavetodoanythingwhenitcomestohim.



Asenathi:soakazoyaziifamilykayise?

Me:Asenathi,Idon’twantyourmotheranywhere

nearmychild,infactIdon’twantanyofyourfamily

membersanywherenearmyson.Youincluded.

Asenathi:he’snotjustyoursonkalokusisi,he’s

alsoNkosinathi’sson.Inhimflowsigazilakwa

Dakumba.

Me:igazilakwaDakumbaelicontaminatedyou

mean?

Asenathi:contaminatedornot,thatdoesn’tchange

thefactthatyoursonisaDa-

Me:fuckthatbull,Idon’twantya’llnearmyson,

what’ssodifficulttounderstandthere?

Asenathi:oops,whyarewebeingsohostile?

Me:yazini,your5minutesisover,youcanleave.

Shelookedatherbrotherwhowasn’tsaying

anything.



Asenathi:what’syourproblemkantiCassandra?

Me:ohmyGod,whydidIevenletyoucomehere?

Asenathi:whywouldn’tyouletmecomehere?What

haveIdonetoyou?

Ilookedatherandlaughed,sheseemedconfused…

losteven.

Asenathi:Nathi?

Nkosinathi:masambendikukhaphe.

Me:thankyou.

Asenathi:you’retakingherside?

Me:youexpectedhimtotakeyours?Overhisson?

Asenathi:you’renothisson,you’reabitterbaby

mommaqha.

Me:uyaw’tshokunyokokenontombi.

HereyesalmostpoppedandNkosinathijumpedup



fromwherehesat.

Asenathi:whatdidyoujustsay?

Me:nditheleshituyithethayouyaw’yitshopha

kunyoko,awuvanganangoku?

Asenathi:Nathi,uyayivalarubbishkaziyakhoithuka

umamarightinfrontofyou?

Me:heheardme,buthe’smindinghisown

business.Somethingyoufailatdoing.

Asenathi:rhaukrwadaman,sies!Andiyazile

ibonwanguNathinoMpumikuweuhlazaunjena.

Me:somethingtheyclearlydon’tseeinyou.

Asenathi:haynonomakenomistake,ndithanda

ndingabuyelananoMpumeleloanytimekuphele

nalontoibingathiingaqalaphakathikwenu,tothink

hewantstomakeyoumyson’sstepmother?!Rha!

Me:ndithandandingasisoesostepmother

somntanakhoandgivehimalltheloveyoufailedto

givehimfrombirth,andtrustme,youandyour

motherwouldhavenosaywhatsoever.Neither



wouldyourdadandhisfilthymoney.

Wathula…sheseemedlikeubindekile.

Nkosinathiwalkedout,Asenathiwalkedright

behindhim,shecouldn’tbelievehowthisvisit

transpiredor,shewasactingdumb.Nkosinathi

camebackafterawhilebuthecamebackwhileI

wasonthephonewithOnele,Ihadagutfeeling

thatheoverheardusbutIdidn’tcarewethu.I

actuallydidn’tcareaboutanythingexceptformy

son…hiswellbeingwasallthatmattered.Heslowly

walkedinasIhungupfromthatphonecall…I

turnedaroundandjustcuddledmybaby.Ididn’t

wanttotalkaboutmyrudenesstowardshismother

viahissister…

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:canwetalk?



Me:no.

Nkosinathi:whynot?

Me:ndilele.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Ididn’tanswerhim….

Nkosinathi:Idon’tappreciatewhatyoudidorsaid

today,especiallyaboutmymother.

Iignoredhim…

Nkosinathi:Igetthatyou’reupset,Igetthatyou’re

tiredofeverythingconcerningmyfamilybutIwill

nottoleratelentoyenzekenamhlanje.Lettodaybe

thelastdayIeverhearyouspeakngomamamthe

wayyouspokeabouther.YougaveAsenathi

permissiontocomehere,nooneforcedyoutoand

evenifyouhadnotgivenher,noonewasgonnabe



onyourcase.

Iwasn’tgonnaarguewiththisguythough…didn’t

hecatchon?IknowIwaswrongbuthey,Iwas

provokedandIwasn’tabouttostartanargument

withhimthislateoverwhattranspiredbetweenhis

sisterandI.

Nkosinathi:soyougonnaignoreme?

Me:it’slatebra,surelywecantalkaboutthis

tomorrow.

Nkosinathi:noCassweneedtotalkaboutthisnow,

tomorrowwestartafresh.Newday,nogrudges.

Me:Iain’tgrudgingwithnoone.

Nkosinathi:youjustinsultedmymother.

Me:Ididn’tmeanto.

Nkosinathi:butyou’renotapologizingtoo.



Isatupandlookedathim…

Me:theonlythingI’mgonnaapologizeforis

allowingyoursistertocomeseemyson,Ithought

she’dbeappreciativeoftheopportunitytoseeyour

sonbutshewasn’t.Shewastheusualbullythat

shealwayshasbeenandyouexpectedmetojust

sitthereandsmileather?Seriously?

Hedidn’tanswermebutIcouldfeelhewasangry.

Hewaspissedoff.

[06/26,15:04] :#Mpumelelo_08

#Cassandra

Hegotupandwalkedout

Camebackabouttenminuteslaterandpulleda

chairsohecouldsitinfrontofme.



Nkosinathi:youknowthisshitofyoursnotwilling

toapologizewhenyouknowyou’rewrongispartof

thesamereasonwhywe’renottogetheranymore.

Thesamereasonwhymysonhasbeencaughtin

themiddleofeverything.

Ididn’tanswerhim…

Nkosinathi:hadyouapologizedtomethefirsttime

IaskedyouaboutMpumelelowewouldn’thave

brokenup,mychildwouldnothavetochoose

betweenhisfathers’familyandyourfamily.Had

youjustbeenupfrontwithmeregardingthatkiss,

theveryfirsttimeIaskedyouaboutit…youshould

havejustbeenhonestaboutit.Ifyouwantedtoyou

couldhavebeenhonestaboutit.

OkayfineIwasdozingoff…hisvoicewassounding

likeadrumanditwassendingmeawayandhe

keptongoingonandon.Hewasraving,fumingbut

Iwasfallingintothisdeepsleep.Gradually.



Ieventuallydidfallasleepandhemusthave

realizedthatndilelenyhaniandmaybeshutup.Milli

wokemeup,soIsatupandfedhim.Hisdadwasn’t

aroundbuthisjacketwasonthechairhehadsat

onbeforeIfellasleep.Ichangedmysonand

checkedhistemperature,hereallyfine.Iwished

therewouldbeawaytogetusoutofhererightnow,

whilehisdadhasgoneAWOL.Myphonerang…

Mpumelelo

Me:DoctorSirhonyi,whyyoucallingussolate?

DrSirhonyi:I’mupandIthoughtofyou.

Me:reallynow?

DrSirhonyi:didIwakeya’ll?

Me:nah,I’mfeedinghim.

DrSirhonyi:canIvideocallthen?I’dliketoseehim.

Me:sure.

Hehungupandvideocalledus,Ihadmyboob



coveredwiththebaby’sfacetowelsohecouldonly

seethathe’ssucklingbutnotseemyentirebreast.

ThatwouldunderstandablyupsetNkosinathiifhe

weretowalkinonusduringthiscall.Wespokefor

awhile,laughingandhimupdatingmeonthe

happeningsofhisbusylife…whenmychildwas

doneIburpedhimandlayhimonthebedbecause

Mpumelelowantedtoseehim,asifMillicouldtalk

backtohim.Lol.

DrSirhonyi:akasemhle,butakafaninawe.

Me:hetookthosepeoplekakhulu.

DrSirhonyi:aslapinyourface?

Me:kancinci,butIdon’treallymind…atleastthey’ll

seethatngowabo.

DrSirhonyi:theydoubtedyou?

Me:Idon’tcare,whatIknowtheypissedmeoffand

eventalkingaboutthemstillpissesmeoff.

Hesmiled.



DrSirhonyi:I’mgladyoustoodupforyourself,at

leastyoudidn’tloseafamilymemberoverthis

wholething.

Me:Itmuststillhurtyou,I’msorry.

DrSirhonyi:it’scool,atleastnowIhavemyson.

Me:andumalume.

DrSirhonyi:yes,andumalume…thatremindsme,I

havetocheckuponhim.Ihaven’ttoldhimabout

Amohelo.

Me:hayibonjani?

DrSirhonyi:I’mtakingbabystepsoneverythingand

Idon’twannaoverwhelmmyson.Butifwedogeta

positiveresponsefromtheschoolhechosein

Jo’burgthenI’lltakehimtogoandmeetumalume.

Me:oohokay…

DrSirhonyi:uphiutatakaMilli?

Me:hemusthavetakenawalkIdon’tknow.Hewas

herewhenwefellasleep,andhisjacketisstillhere.



DrSirhonyi:soniright?

Me:yeahsiright.

DrSirhonyi:Asenathitoldme(inpassing)about

yourquarrelearlieron.

Me:haha!Sosherantoreporttoyou?Classic.

Nowhelaughed…

Hehadbeautifulteethyazi,hadn’tnoticedthatall

thiswhile.

DrSirhonyi:Ithinkshewantedtobadmouthyou

kum.

Me:diditwork?

DrSirhonyi:nah,Iknowher.

Me:butyoudon’tknowme.

DrSirhonyi:whatmattersisthatIknowshecould

haveeasilybeenthecauseofitall.Asenathi

attractsdramababe,Iknowher.

Me:mmh,shesaidethandaangabuyelananawe.



Howtrueisthat?

DrSirhonyi:uyaziphambanisauAsenathiman,

don’tmindher.

Me:usure?Sheseemssosurethatsheknows

whereshestandswithyou.

Hesighed…

Me:aha!

DrSirhonyi:thingis,beforeIgottoknowyou

besibanabehindherhusband’sback.Thatwasmy

plantogetclosertomyson,nowthatIhavehim,

fullaccessImean,tohimakukhokwanto

ezondidibanisanaye.Sono,there’snotruthtothat.

Me:youweresleepingwithyourmarriedex,behind

herhusband’sback?

DrSirhonyi:yes.

Me:foryourchildyousay?

DrSirhonyi:yes.



Me:doesthatmakesensetoyou?

DrSirhonyi:yes.

Ilaughed…

DrSirhonyi:she’svulnerablewhenitcomestome,

maybeit’sbecauseofhowwebrokethingsoffback

thenbutwhenIrealizedthatshehadindeedhidmy

sonfrommeImadeadecisiontouseher

vulnerabilitytogetwhatIwant.

Me:whichisyourson?

DrSirhonyi:yes.

Me:anyfeelingsattachedtoallofthis?

DrSirhonyi:nonewhatsoever,IknowwhatIwant

andit’snother.

Okay…



DrSirhonyi:ItoldyouIwantyoutobemywife,and

Ihaven’tchangedthatstatement.

Me:youthinkafterwhatyoujusttoldmeI’dstill

agreetobeyourwife?

DrSirhonyi:no,butthatdoesn’tmeanI’llstopcaring

foryounordoesitmeanI’lltakebackthat

statement.

Ididn’tanswerhim…

DrSirhonyi:Iknowyousaidyou’renotinagood

spaceforrelationshiprightnowandIrespectthat,

henceIdon’tevenwannamentionitinour

conversationsanymorebutthatdoesnotmeanI

havechangedhowIfeelaboutyou.I’mjustignoring

thembecauseIrespectyou.

Me:Idon’tfeellikeyourespectmeenoughxa

uzokwaziukuthiyouwantafuturewithmeandthen

gobehindmybacktosleepwiththemotherofyour

child.Regardlessofthereasonbehindyouractions.



DrSirhonyi:arewebecomingjealousnow?

Me:no,wearecommunicating.

DrSirhonyi:okayI’msorryaboutthat.

Me:anapology,goodboy.

Helaughed…

DrSirhonyi:noseriouslynow,arewereallyjealous?

Me:notnecessarily.IguessIjustgotpissedoffat

thefactthatsheknowsshecangobacktoyou

anytimewhenevershefeelslike.Andshe’llfind

yourarmswelcomingandwarm,waitingforher.

DrSirhonyi:okay,I’llputastoptoit.

Me:don’t.

DrSirhonyi:whynot?

Me:youseenothingwrongwithitsodon’tallowmy

insecuritiesruinwhatyougotgoingthere,and

besides,we’renotdating.



DrSirhonyi:ifyou’reconcernedthenitshowsyou

care,meaningtherecouldbesomethingtolook

forwardtointhefuture.

Me:justlikeherIcangobacktomybabydaddy…

youknowthatright?

DrSirhonyi:hundredpercent,butthatdoesn’tfaze

mebecauseevenifyoudo,itwon’tlastlong.

ThenNkosinathiwalkedbackin…heintentionally

cametopickhissonup,hewasstillawakeand

playingonhisown.Obviouslythebackofhishead

showedonmyscreen.Mpumelelocoveredhis

mouthlaughing,Ismiledathimandeyed

Nkosinathi.

Me:wegottabounce.

DrSirhonyi:alright,seeya’llaround.

Me:cheers.



Hesmiledandhungup.

Thatwasthemostuncomfortable5secondsever.

Igotupandwenttotheloobecausetherewas

someonetowatchovermyson
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Ididn’twanttorushheryazi,inasmuchasthe

possibilityofherhidingmychildawayfromme

pissedmeoff,Istillwantedtoactcoolandnotrush

this.Itwasclearthatsomethingwasmost

definitelyup,kwalentoshecannotgoanywhere

withoutbeingsupervised.Didtheyfearwe’dbump

ontoeachotherandshe’dslipupandtellme?Or,

didtheyfearshe’drunaway?And,ifthiswastrue,

whowaslookingaftermysonallthistime?Where

havetheykepthim?

IwasgraduallyrunningmyselfmadherebecauseI

hadallthesequestionsandnoanswers.



Idecidedtostartoffwithmypacking(wellnotstart

off,butpickupwhereIleftoff)Ipackedeverything,

cleanedupthewholeflat,ateandrested.Following

dayIwenttovisitmyuncle,hewasatworksoI

decidedtogotohisworkplaceandwaittherefor

hislunchtime.HewastoldI’maroundsohecame

out…hewassoooohappyandexcitedthatI

actuallycametoseehim,hecriedrealtearswhenI

toldhimaboutmyCapeTownmove.Notbitterness

tearsbuttearsofjoythatbothmysisterandIwere

abletobeattheodds.Iafterthat,IheadedtoCTstill

withoutcontactingAsenathi…Iwantedhertoreach

outtomefirst.

IeventuallyheadedtoCapeTown,hadmyownfully

furnishedflat,owncar(Ihadmylicensewhile

volunteeringatBara)andIwasreadyforeverything.

AweekafterIhadsettledin,Asenathicalled…Iwas

excited,notbecauseshecalledbutbecauseThula’s

arrivalwasaweekawayandifallcouldgowellI

knewIcouldgetAsenathitocomeupbeforeThula

arrivessothatafikeekhona.



Me:AsenathiDakumba,finally.

Shelaughed,Ijustsmiled.

Me:howhaveyoubeen?

Ase:I’vebeenonsurvivalmode,honestly.

Me:why?What’sup?

Shesighed…

Me:comeon,youknowyoucantellmeanything.

Ase:Imissyou.

Me:cometoCapeTown.

Ase:usureyouwantmetocome?

Me:Iwouldn’tjokelikethat.

Ase:okay…I’llcallyouagain.



Me:sure,I’llbewaiting.

Wehungup…shewasstressedoutabout

somethingandsheprobablydidn’twanttotellme

overthephone.Igotupfrommybedandstarted

cookingforher,Iquicklypreparedmystuffand

cleaneduptheflat,openedallwindowsandwhen

allwasinorder,Igotintomycarandwenttobuy

herwine.Idon’tdrink,unlessIhavesomeoneto

drinkwith,that’swhyIdidn’thavealcoholinmyflat.

Iboughtherwineandcondoms,wecan’triskit

twicenow,evenifIhappentobethelastmantohit

it…onmywaybackfromthestoresshecalledme…

Me:babe?

Ase:I’mcoming,I’llbethereinabout1hour15to

30minutes.

Me:uzangantoni?

Ase:Ispoketothefamilypilot,hewasaroundso

I’monmywaytotheairportrightnow.



Me:alright,callmetopickyouupwhenyouland.

Ase:no,rathertextmeyourlocation.I’llfindmyway

toyou.

Me:Asenathi…

Ase:please…

Me:alright…I’llsendyouthelocationjustnow.

Ase:thankyou.

Wehungup,Isenthermylocation…thenItexted

Thula,shecalled…

Me:hel-

Thula:uyaphilomntanakuwe?

Me:we’redating,she’spayingherboyfriendavisit.

Thula:howmanytimesdoIhavetowarnyouabout

herMpumi?

Me:notmorethanonce,andyoualreadywarned

mesothatwasenough.Allyouhavetodonowisto



comebackhome,payyourbrotheravisit.

Shesighed…

Me:trustme,IknowwhatI’mdoing.

Thula:areyousure?Idon’twannaseeyougethurt

alloveragain.

Me:I’msure,trustme…I’llgettothetruthabout

yournephew,justhavealilfaith.

Thula:andifyoudofindout,whatareyougoingto

doaboutit?

Me:canwetakeitonestepatatime?

Thula:oh-kay…Ireallyhavenochoicebuttotrust

youhere.

Me:yesma’am.

Shelaughed…

Wecontinuedwithourconversationandthenshe



hadtogo.

Exactlyafter1hour30minutesAsenathitextedthat

shehadlanded,andIwaitedinanticipationasshe

wasmakingherwaytomyplace.Shearrivedwith

justahandbag,haha!Ahandbag,notaweekender,

butahandbag.Wehugged,walkedinandshe

removedhersneakersasshegotcomfortableon

thecouch,Iservedherfoodanddrinksthenwe

chilled.Aftersometimewemadeoutonthecouch,

asitheated,Istoppedandjustkissedherforehead.

Me:utheuyaphikokwenu?

Ase:ndithendiyaetown.

Me:hencethehandbag?

Shelaughed…

Me:you’restillassneakyashell!

Ase:Ijustneededtobreatheyhuha.a



Me:wannagotothemovies?

Ase:rightnow?

Me:yeah,rightnow.

Shelookedhesitant.

Me:youfearyourbrothermightseeus?

Ase:kindof.

Me:well,youcan’trunawayfromhomeandstillbe

cagednalapha.

Ase:true.

Me:let’sgoout,breathesomefreshair.

Shesmiled…

Ase:okay.



Shequicklywenttotheroom,apparentlyshewas

abletopacksandalsintothehandbag,Igrabbed

mywalletandcarkeys.Ihadenoughcashfora

drinkandthemovietickets.Wewentoff,watcheda

moviethatshepicked,andyes,shefellasleep

halfwaythroughthemovie.WhenitwasoverIhad

towakeherup,wewentstraighthome,shewent

straighttobedwhileIwenttoironmyclothes.Iwas

gonnagotochurchthefollowingday.

SheeventuallywokeupandIwasjustchillingon

thecouch…shelayherbodyonmine,Iwas

laughingsohardbecausendothukile,lasttimeI

checkedonhershewassnoring,gqingomntu

sezondisindaonmycouch.

Me:andthen?

Ase:kutheniundilalisandedwa?

Me:nguweodiniweyonje.



Shesighed.

Me:what’sreallybotheringyoubaby?

Ase:nothing’sbotheringme.

Me:usure?Youaresotense.

Ase:I’mjusttired,I’msureI’llbefinebytomorrow.

Me:doyouwantamassage?

Ase:areyouoffering?

Me:sure,whynot?

Shejumpedoffmybody,Ileadhertothebedroom

andmassagedherwithbabyoil.Shewasreally

tense…

Me:youneedtovisitaspa,you’rereallytense.

Ase:I’msureyou’lldoamuchgreaterjob,sabu

happyendingkanje.



Ilaughedatthat…happyending?

Weobviouslyendedupmassagingeachother…the

happyendingshewanted,deliveredwithsweatand

moansrightthrough.Herheadlayonmychest,one

ofmylegsbetweenhers…

Me:youokay?

Ase:there’ssomethingIwannatellyou.

Me:oh-kay?

Ase:pleasepromiseyouwon’thateme.

Ishifted…

Ase:please.

Okayshewascryingnow,mychestwasalready

becomingwet.



Me:Ipromise.

Shesatupandwipedherfaceusingthebackofher

handsbutthetearskeptoncoming.

Me:hey,IpromiseIwon’thateyou.What’swrong?

Whathaveyoudone?

Ase:Iliedtoyou.

Me:aboutwhat?Cominghere?

Shecriedagainandlookeddownatherfingers…

Me:babe?

Ase:Iliedtoyouaboutsomethingveryimportant

andIhatemyselfforit…IwishIcouldtakeitback,I

wishIcouldgobackandundoeverythingbutIcan’t.

Me:okayyou’rescaringmenow.

Shegrabbedtheglassofwinethatshehadleft



whenwewalkedinherforthemassage.Downed

thecontentsandbreathedout.

Ase:I’msorry.

Me:forwhat?Dudeyou’rereallyscaringmenow

thetha,whatareyousorryfor.

Shelookedatthewindow…

“youhaveason”

IswearIwentdeaf.

Shelookedatme…seeingthatIkindofdidnotget

whatshewassaying.

Ase:thechildneverdiedasIsaidhedid…Iwas

instructedbymydadtolietoyou.



SoThulawasrightallalong?

Ifeltnumb,Ididn’tknowhowelsetofeel.

ForasecondIthinkmyheartstoppedbeatingorI

stoppedbreathing,butIhadshockingchestpains.

Ididn’tevenknowwhattosay,howtorespondto

her.

Tothisrevelation.
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Isattherelookingather...

Shewascleaningupherface.

Me:Asenathi'whatdidyoujustsay?

Ase:youhaveason.

Me:Ihaveason?

Ase:yes,hisnameisAmohelo.



Me:butyousaidmysondied,afteryougavebirth

tohim.

Ase:Iknow.

Me:thenwhereisthisonecomingfrom?

Shegotupfromthebed.

Me:sitthefuckdownandanswerthedamn

question!

Withalltheshockinhereyesshesatbackdown.

Quietly.

Me:alltheseyears,youhavekeptmysonasecret?

Ase:itwasn'tme...Ngutata.

Me:Iwasn'tdatingyourdad,andInever

impregnatedyourdad.

Ase:Mpumi....



Ilookedather...

Me:whereishenow?

Ase:uhlalakwabhuti,eJoburg.

Me:thesameonewhowantednothingtodowith

me?

Ase:yes.

Me:why?

Shesighed...

Me:infactsaveit,Iwanttoseeproofofwhatyou're

saying.

Ase:youdon'tbelieveme?

Me:wouldyoubelieveme?Hadpositionsbeen

exchanged?



Sheshookherhead...

Me:proof.

Shetookherphoneandwenttoherimages,picked

afolderandgavemethephone.Icouldn'tbelieve

myeyes,itfeltlikeIwaslookingatmyyoungerself.

Isuddenlyfeltemotionalandoverwhelmed,aphela

amazwiemqaleni...Ibrokedownandcried.

Ase:I'msorry.

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytoher...

Iwasmad,Iwaslivid,Iwasfuming.Mysromach

wasboilinginside,mychestwasclosinginingathi

ndibekweigaqalelahleinside.

Ase:he'sthereasonwhyIamcagedinthathouse,

theyfearmebumpingkuweandtellingyouthetruth



orrunningawayfromhome.

Me:yonkelentoundishwaqelayonamakesno

sensetomerightnow,whatIwannaknowiswhere

mysonis,howdoIgettohim?

Ase:youcan'tgettohim,they'llkillyou.

Me:who'sthey?

Ase:utatanobhuti.

Me:they'llkillmebecauseIwannameetmyson?Is

yourfamilyreallythatfuckedup?

Wathula...

Me:ya'lldeprivedmeofmeetingmyson,ya'll

allowedmysisterandItogrieveforalivinghuman

fuckingbeingandnowyou'retellingmethatyour

fatherisgonnakillmeifIreachouttomyson?

Shedidn'tanswerme...



Me:ukubanithwelephakokwenuanizothwala

ngomntanam.That,youshouldknow.

Ase:asithwelangaMpumiman.

Me:thenwhatisit?

Shesighed...

Me:you'regonnamakeaway,Idon'tknowhowbut

you'regonnamakeawaysothatImeetmyson.

Ase:baby...

Me:donotbabyme,

Ase:pleaselistentome.

Me:don'tpatronizemeAsenathi.Notnow.

Ase:yonkelentoisnotaseasyasyoumakeittobe.

Me:ifyouarereallyseriousaboutus,thenthis

shouldn'tbehard.Wecouldfinallybethefamily

thatwe'vealwayswantedtobe.



Ase:seriously?

Me:whatcouldstopus?

Sheexhaled....

Ase:okay,I'llmakeaplan.Givemeaweekortwo

thenI'llcallyou.

Me:that'sallIwantedtohear,thatyou'llmakea

plan.

Igotupandwalkedawayfromher,Ihadmixed

feelingsaboutherasaperson.Apartofmewanted

tostranglelifeoutofher,apartofmewantedto

chaseheroutofmyplace,apartofmewantedto

draghertotherailwayandmakeherstandthere

nakedwaitingforatraintocomesmashherinto

mincemeatbutanotherpartofmewantedto

tortureherforlife,eachdayeverydayfortherestof

herlife.Thatwouldbeideal,totortureherforlife.



Me:that'swhatI'mgonnado...ThatiswhatI'm

goingtodo.

Igrabbedmycarkeysanddrovetothebeachwith

myphone.WellIhadtoconfirmtoThulathatwhat

shesuspectedwasindeedtruesoIcalledher...

Thula:MpumindilelemnaHaibo.

Me:Ihaveason.

Thenshewentsilent.

Me:hisnameisAmohelo,he'saliveandbreathing

justfinewhereverheis.

Herresponsewaswhispered...

Thula:shefinallycameclean.



Me:I'mgonnamakeherpayforwhatshedidtome,

fortherestofherlife.Trustmeonthat.

Thula:don'tdoanythinguntilIcomehome,my

leavehasbeenapproved.

Me:okay.Bye.

ThenIhungup

Shecalledmeback

Me:Thula?

Thula:Irepeat,don'tdoanythinguntilIcomeback

home.

Me:Iheardyou.

Thula:butyouwilldosomething,youhaveanicy

edgeonyourvoicerightnow.

Me:byebyeNokuthula.

Thula:Mpumi.

Me:loveyou.



Ihungupagain...

Isatthereandorchestratedaplanonhowtomake

Asenathiandherfamilypayforwhattheydidtome.

ShecalledbutIignoredher...ShecalledagainsoI

rejectedit.

Ionlywentbacktotheflatwhenitwasdarker,

walkedinandsleptonthecouchbecauseshewas

alreadyfastasleep.Ididn'tsleepmuch,Iwas

thinkingofaperfectpaybackplan.

InthemorningIwokeupbeforeherandprepared

breakfast,shecameoutofthebedroomwithpuffy

eyes.Itwasclearthatshewasreallysadsoasshe

walkedtowhereIwas,Iputthespatuladownand

loweredtheheatofthestove...

Ase:MpumiI'msorry.



ThenIwenttohugher.

Shebrokedownandcried,Ilethercryuntilshehad

nomoretearsleftinherthenIkissedherforehead.

Me:Iknow.

Ase:youdo?

Me:andIforgiveyou.

Shelookedatme...

Me:youwereonlyachild,youcouldn'tstand

againstyourfather'swillsoIunderstand.

Ase:baby...

Me:gotakeashower,comebacksowecanhavea

breakfast.

Shesmiledandnod.

Ikissedheronthelipsandwatchedhergobefore



goingbacktomybrekkiepreparations.Isetupthe

tableverynicely,plateduponforbothofus,had

hericecoldwinethereandwaitedforhertojoinme

andshedid.Lookingallfreshandsmellinggood,

butwiththeeysbagsandpuffyeyes.

Ase:thislooksnice.

Me:youlookbeautiful.

Ase:andifakanganemakeupthough.

Me:youdon'tneedit,umhlewithoutit.

Sheblushedsatyamakingsmallconversations

avoidingthechildtopic.Whenweweredoneshe

washedthedisheswhileIwenttoshower,Icame

backandshewasonthephone.Probablywithone

ofhersiblings,Iwantedtotakeheroutonamovie

datebutIdidn'twanttospendallthelittlethatIhad

ononeweekend...Ndisafikaapha.

Ase:thatwasmybrother.



Me:ishesendingasearchpartytolookforyou?

Ase:nope,hejustaskedwhyndifunaubulala

umamangentliziyoandItoldhimmyheartisthe

mostimportantrightnow.

Me:mh.

Ase:Ithinkhe'sgonnatrackmyphoneandcome

fetchme.

Me:doyouwanttobefetched?

Ase:bendithekwipilotyaboizizondithathangomso

sono,Idon'twanttobefetched.Iknowmyway

home.

Me:gimmeyourphone.

Shegavemeherphone,Iturnedeverythingoffand

removedherSimcardthenndayifakainthe

wardrobe.

Ase:oh-Kay.Canwegoouttoday?Please?

Me:Iwouldloveto,butIdon'thaveenoughmoney



togoout.

Ase:you'vedoneenoughalready,thisoneisonme.

Ilookedather...

Ase:seriously,nexttimendisizaI'llallowyouto

spoilmebutfornow,Iknowyoujustgotherefor

umsebenziandawukapeyisopleaseletme.

Me:okay.

Ase:saythatwithabitofexcitement.

Ilaughedandwenttohugher,sheturnedaroundto

runbutIcaughtherwhichendedupasahugfrom

behind.Weplayedaroundforawhile,kissing,biting

andjustlaughing.

Wepreparedtogoout...Andwewentout.Myfirst

projectontheAmoheloissuewastohireaprivate

investigator,IneededfactsfirstbeforeIdo



anything.IknewverywellthataftertwoweeksI

wasgonnameethimbutIdidn'twannagetexcited

asyet.
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#Cassandra

Ireturnedtothewardandthesetwowerehaving

meaningfulconversations liketheywereserious

nyhani.Igotinbedandtriedsleepingsincehe's

hereforhissonImightaswellgetsomerest.

Nkosinathi:Cass?

Me:mh?

Nkosinathi:bendiserious,Idon'tlikewhatyousaid.

Me:I'msorry.

Nkosinathi:youknowyou'reonlyapologizing

becauseyouwanttoshutmeup.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantfrommeke.



Nkosinathi:Iwantyoutoknowyouwerewrong.

Me:IknowIwaswrong,Iinsultedyoursisterand

usedyourmomnowI'mapologizingandyou'renot

acceptingtheapology,kantiufunanikum?

Nkosinathi:sincerity?

Isighedandkeptmyeyesclosed.

Asecondpassed.

Iturnedandfacedhim...

Me:tatakhe,IwishIcouldstandontopofthetallest

mountaininAfricaandinsultyourentirefamily...

Trustme,thatIwishIcoulddobecausethey

deserveit.ButIknowhowyoufeelaboutyour

mother,whatIsaidtoAsenathiwasunintentional,it

justcameout.Iknowyou'regonnaaskbutwhy

repeatit?WellIfeltprovoked...Ninayolasenseof

entitlementphakokwenu,bendisusayonakepha

kudadwenu.Sheisallowedtobullyyouhowever

waysheseesfitbutangafakimnanomntanam,



that'sall.Buthonestly,IamsorryforwhatIsaid.

Henod.

Nkosinathi:thankyou.

Me:meapologizingdoesn'tmeanIwon'tcusswhen

I'mprovokedagain,maybethistimeit'sgonnabe

biggerthanwhatIsaid.Maybendizohlabaumntu

justtogetthemessageacross.Idon'tknow.

Nkosinathi:itwon'tgettothat.

Me:good,nd'celaulalakengoku?

Nkosinathi:sure.

Iturnedaroundandfellasleep,whenIeventually

wokeuptheywerefastasleep.Hissononhischest,

itwasmorningsoIwenttobath.Preparedwaterfor

mysonthenndamthathaandbathedhim...His

fatherhelpedwithgettinghimdressed,thedoctor

cametocheckonMillithendischargedus.Because



Ididn'tdrivemyselftothehospitalInowhadto

eitheraskNkosinathitotakeushomeorwaitformy

sisterstocomefetchus

IgrabbedmyphoneanddialedSiki...

Siki:baby?Hey,ninjani?

Me:goodmorningsis,wearegood.Areyouatwork

already?

Siki:yes,what'sup?

Me:wejustgotdischarged.

Siki:okaycallCindytocomefetchya'll.

Me:Nkosinathiishere,Idon'twantthattensionso

early.

Siki:thenaskNkosinathitotakeyouhome.

Ilookedathim...Andsighed.



Siki:givehimthephone.

Idid..Heagreedtotakeushomethengavememy

phoneback.Ndayithathaandstartedpacking,we

wenttofetchsomemedsforuboythenheadedto

hiscar,hegavemethekeytodrivehisRanger.I

panickedabitbecauseit'sabigcarbut...Icould

seeheenjoyedhavinghissonsoclosetohisheart.

Istartedthecaranddrovehomeinsilence...

Nkosinathi:kutheniundiphakamelenjeCassandra?

Me:huh?

Nkosinathi:youknowtherewasnoneedforyouto

askyoursisterstocomefetchyouwhenyouknowI

camewithacarhere.

Me:Ididn'twanttoimpose.

Nkosinathi:andiyithandilentouyenzayo.

Ididn'tanswerhim,hepluggedhisphoneand



playedmusic...Thephoneafterashortwhile,he

answereditwhilestillconnectedtothemusic

playersoallofuscouldlistentohisconversation.

Mnkq!

Nkosinathi:Tammy,hi?

Tammy:babe,whereareyou?

Nkosinathi:I'minPortElizabeth.

Tammy:Ithoughtyouweregoingtotheoffice

aroundJoburgthough.

Nkosinathi:Iwas,untilIgotacallthatmysonwas

admittedatthehospital.

Thentherewassilence...

Nkosinathi:youstillthere?

Tammy:yearuhm,howishe?

Nkosinathi:hejustgotdischargedsoIbelievehe's



better.

Tammy:areyouwithhismother?

Nkosinathi:yes,I'mwiththem.

Tammy:oh...Didyouspendthenightwiththemas

well?

Nkosinathi:wespentthenightatthehospital,if

that'swhatyou'reasking.

Tammy:ohhespentthenight?Hemusthavereally

beenserious.I'msorry.

Nkosinathi:cool...How'syourdayplannedout?

Tammy:I'mmeetingthepaintersfortheboutique

today,laterhaveameetingwithtwoofmysuppliers

thenI'mdonefortheday.

Me:hopeallgoeswellforyou.

Tammy:babyareyoumadatme?

Nkosinathi:whywouldIbe?

Shedidn'tanswer...



Nkosinathi:Tammy?

Tammy:didn'tCasstellyouthatshecalledandI

answeredyourphone?

Nkosinathi:no,whendidshecall?

Menemenelendoda!!!

Tammy:whenyouwereintheshower.

Nkosinathi:oh,whenIcameoutandsaidIheard

myphoneringandyousaiditdidn't?

Heranswerwasverylow,asifwhispered.

Tammy:yes...

Nkosinathi:whydidyoudothat?

Tammy:I'msorrybaby,pleaseforgive.



Nkosinathi:ayt,we'lltalkwhenIgetback.

Tammy:whenareyoucomingback?

Nkosinathi:I'mnotsureyet,I'llcallyoutonight.

Tammy:ohokay.

Nkosinathi:cheers.

Thenhehungup...

Heresumedthemusic,untilwegothomeandthere

wasnoone.Ididn'thavekeysbecauseIwas

hospitalizedIdidn'tthinkI'dneedmykeys.Icalled

Cindy...

Cindy:baby?

Me:sisi...Areyouatwork?

Cindy:ewegirl,niphumile?

Me:ewesisi.

Cindy:okayI'llcallubabytofetchyounow.

Me:uhm,sesisendlinisisijustthatIdon'thavemy



ownkeywithme.

Cindy:ohokay...Letmecheckwhereheis

akuzisele.

Me:awuzokwaziuphumawena?

Cindy:ndiseKapanana,I'llbeheretheentireday.

Senzaiinductioninourbranch.

Me:oohokay.

Cindy:I'llcheckandcallyoubackinaminute.

Me:enkosi.

Wehungup...

Nkosinathi:what'sup?

She'sworkinginCapeTownthewholeday.

Nkosinathi:uSikiuphiyena?

Me:uphangele.

Nkosinathi:wecangowaitendlini.



Ididn'tanswerhim...

Myphonerangagain...

Me:sisi?

Cindy:baby,canyouaskNkosinathitogofetchthe

keyatSiki'sworkplace?UbabyuthiuseEast

London.

Me:okaysisi.

Cindy:I'msorryforthis.

Me:haysisiakhongxaki.Usebenzekakuhle.

Cindy:thankyou,I'llcallyouwhenweareonbreak.

Me:sharp.

Ihungupandthrewmyheadontheheadrest...

ThenIstartedthecar.

Nkosinathi:wherearewegoingto?



Me:tofetchthekeyfromsisSiki.

Nkosinathi:canyoudropusendlinikeanddriveto

yoursister'sworkplacewedwa?

Me:whywouldIleaveyouatyourplace,wedwa

withmyson?

Nkosinathi:whatwouldIpossiblydotoMYsonin

your15minuteabsencenaCassandra?

Me:Yey!

Nkosinathi:dropmeoffatmyplace.

Hewasn'taskingme.

Idrove,fastwithoutansweringhim,tooktheturnto

hisplaceanddroppedthemoffatthegate.Wohlika

withoutsayingaword.IdrovetoSiki'sworkandgot

thekey.

Siki:uphiumntanam?

Me:ukutatakhe,ndizodlulangayengoku.



Siki:kwakheokanyekokwabo?

Me:kwakhe.

Siki:sohegaveyouhiscartodrive?

Me:he'stired,hedidn'tsleepatalllastnight...And

hewantedtocarryMilli.

Siki:ooh.

Therewasdoubtinhereyes.

Me:byebye.

Siki:besafe.

Ichuckled,labesafewasnota"drivesafe"kindabe

safe,IknewwhatshemeantandIwasn'tgonnago

intoit.IdrovetoNkosinathi'shouseandthegate

wasclosedsoIcalledandbeforehecouldanswer

hisphone,thegateopenedsoIdrovein.Onlyto

realizewhenIwasgettingoutofhiscarthathis

sisterwasbehindme,shehadopenedforme,and



thereweretwoothercarsbehindhers.Iwent

straighttothehousendafikaenxibejustshortsand

flops,guessedhetookthetimetofreshenup.

Maybethat'swhyhewantedtocometohisplace

kwakuqala.Hewantedtofreshenupshem

umntanabantu.

Nkosinathi:hey,uvulelwengubani?

Me:heyuhm,youhavevisitors.

Nkosinathi:Ihavevisitors?

Me:yep,yoursisterandtwoothercars.

Thehousesmeltofgoodmeatyfood,Isalivatedbut

tookmychild,hisbagswerestillinthecar.Luckily.

MaybeIwouldhavestayedtoeatifhissisterhad

notjustrockedup.

Me:we'llwaitforyouinthecar.

Nkosinathi:you'renothungry?



Me:I'lleatathome.Thanks.

Samshiya,onlytobumpontohissister,mother,

elderbrotherandwife,twootherelderlymenand

hisdad.IthinkLiyemagreetedme,butIdidn't

respond.MyeyeslockedwithAsenathi'sfora

secondthenherdad,Iimmediatelyfeltsick.I

wantedtopukerightathisface.Nkosinathi'ssister

swallowedhardandtriedtosaysomethingbutI

justwalkedpastthemandwenttothecar...Igotin

atthebackandwaitedforNkosinathiimpatiently.

AfterafewminutesbengenileendliniLiyemacame

outtothecar,shegotinefront,thepassengerseat

andlookedatmesmiling.Mxm.

Liyema:hiCass...NdikubulisileketanabutIthink

awundivanga.

Me:bendikuvile,Ijustdidn'tansweryouonpurpose.

Liyema:oh...Okay.



Ilookedather.

Sheclearedherthroat.

Liyema:uhm,canIcarryhim?

Me:no.

Liyema:canIatleastseehim?

Me:no.

Liyema:ohIsee.

Ijuststaredather...Whattheheckwasshedoing

here?Wasshereallybeingthedevil'sadvocate

rightnow?

Liyema:Iwasuhm,askedbandikuceleungene

ngaphakathi.

Me:whosentyou?

Liyema:ngumama.

Me:utheyintoniintoyakheekum?



Liyema:Ithinkbafunaubonaumntana.

Me:bafunaubonaumntana?Umntanakabani?

Liyema:lowakho,unyanakaNkosinathi.

Me:baxeleleIsenthimdownthedrain.

Liyema:ohhayCassandra,xolakalokusisi.Sonke

siyazenzaiimpazamo.

Me:njengaleyohambenisibaabantwanababantu

nibakhuliseasabenu?

Heyeyesalmostpoppedout...

Me:uright?Needwater?

Liyema:whataretalkingabout?

Me:tellyourmotherinlawthatIsaid,hergrandson

wentdownthedrain.Piecebypiece.

Liyema:Inevertookyouforthepettytype.

Ilaughedandtookoutmyphoneandcalled



Nkosinathi.Heansweredalmostimmediately...

Nkosinathi:Cass?

Me:ifyoudonotcomeoutrightnow,andtakeus

home,you'llhavetogofetchyourcarekhaya.

ThenIhungup.

Liyema:sothat'sanoaswell.

Me:pleaseexcuseusbeforeIsaysomethingI'll

laterregret.

Liyema:mmkay.

Shewalkedout...Igotoutofthecarandwentto

whereshehadsat,mademychildcomfortableon

thatseatwithhispillowandblanketsgqiba

ndangenaonthedriver'sseatandstartedthecar.

Turneditaroundsoitfacedthelockedgate...

Nkosinathicalledme,Icouldseehimontherear

viewmirrorephumaebaleka,soIansweredhiscall



Me:Tatakhe?

Nkosinathi:alilpatiencewoulddo.

Me:Iunderstandyouhaveguests,pleaseopenthe

gate.

Nkosinathi:canyoujuststop?Geezman.

Me:HaiboI'vestopped,nowpleaseopenthegate.

Hehungupandrantothecar.Asenathiwasonthe

porchwithherhandscoveringhermouth.Thisguy

gottothecarandtriedtoopenthedoorwhereMilli

wasbutIhadlockeditsoIloweredthewindow.

Me:what'sup?

Nkosinathi:uphiumntana?

Me:nanku,he'ssafe.Hopinattheback.

Nkosinathi:awuphilangakodwaCassandra,

uyabonabamyparentsinfactmyfamilyjust



walkedinandyouexpectmetorunafteryou?

Me:allIaskedwasforyoutoopenthegate,you

chosetorunafterme.

Nkosinathi:Couldn'tyouwaitinthecaruntilIattend

tothem?Likeyousaidyouwould?

Me:Itried,butLiyemaandyourmothertriedmy

patiencesoherewereare.AndI'mnotsorrykethis

timearound.

Hegotinattheback...Openedthegatendaphuma.

HetookhissonwhileIwasdriving,hewas

mumbling,endishout'abutengakhwazicozheknew

I'mgonnaanswerhim.Ndaqhubandayofikaekhaya

andItookmysonandhisbags,allatonce.Ididn't

wanthimtocomein.Atall.Hemustgobacktohis

family.Hestoodtherewatchingmystubbornass

walkingawayfromhim...

Nkosinathi:you'reoneofakindyazi.

Me:Igaveyouason,nyhaniIamoneofakind.You



betterrememberthat.

Helaughed,Ismiledandkeptonwalkingawayfrom

him.

Nkosinathi:I'llbebacklater.

Me:uzenenomojo.

Nkosinathi:uyaw'bhejwayilandodakhouvideo

callernayoezanzulwinizobusuku.

Me:ayifunwandimifunwangumntanakho,cimba

ndicengeinyamayakhomna?

Nkosinathi:umntanamakatyinyamaCassandra.

Me:uyincancaemabeleni,refinedandsiftedbhuti,

zangeuyenzeibiologyeskolweni?

Helaughedagain,IalsowantedtolaughbecauseI

didn'tknowwhatIwassayingqhabendingafuni

uhlekaaphaphambikwakheorendiva....Iwalkedin

ekhayaandlockedalldoors,Iheardhimdriving



awayandbreathedout.Thatwasclose.Nothing

mademehappythandeprivinghisfamilythe

chanceofseeingmysonselaphaphambikwabo,

thattookmestraighttocloud9.

[06/26,15:04] :#Mpumelelo_12

#Cassandra

MpumisentmeatextaskingunjaniumntanasoI

toldhimwegotdischarged,hedidn'trespond.

Guesshewasbusy.

Lunchtimehetextedandaskedformyhome

address,Isentittohimandabouttwohourslater,

therewasapinkrosesdelivery.Roses,aboxof

chocolateandagiftbag.Iknewit'shimsoIcalled

himrightafterthedeliveryguyleft...

DrSirhonyi:Mamakabhabha.

Me:UncleMpumi,thankyouforthegifts.



DrSirhonyi:IhopethebootieslookgoodontheLil

chap.

Me:youboughthimbooties?

DrSirhonyi:youdidn'topenthebag?

Ilaughedandopenedit,theywerecute,likereally

cute.Expensivefabrictoo.

Me:thankyou,they'recute.

DrSirhonyi:you'rewelcome.Howishe?

Me:he'sokay,kwalastnighthewasfine.

DrSirhonyi:I'mcomingtoPEnextweekend,IhopeI

canseeyoutwo.

Me:ifyoudon'tmindseeinguswithauntsand

unclesthenyouwilldefinitelyseeus.

DrSirhonyi:Idon'tmind,he'stooyoungtobegoing

aroundcatchingweirdspirits.

Me:aaaw.



Helaughed.

Me:wenana!

DrSirhonyi:I'madoctorCassandra,doctor.

Me:hahaha!Icantell,otherwisehowareyou?

Haikewehititoff,wespokeformorethantwo

hoursthenhehadapatienttoattendtosowehung

up.Itookmygiftstomyroom,includingtheroses.

ThenIcamebackandcuddledmybaby

sazincokolela.Myphonerang...Thescreenpopped

upapicturekaAsenathisoImutedthephone.It

rangagain,foraboutthreetimessondazincama

ndamphendula.Ngecheekenjaniyona?

Me:AsenathiDakumba?

Asenathi:hey,Cass?

Me:ufunantonikumngoku?Asigqibanga



ugrwangxulana?

Asenathi:Iwanttoapologizetoyou.

Me:forwhatexactly?

Asenathi:forbeingselfishandinconsiderate.

Me:andbeingabitchassbully.

Asenathi:yes,andforbeingabully.

Ndathula....Justforasecond.

Me:sowhatdoyoureallywant?

Asenathi:Cass...Iknowwhatyou'regoingthrou-

Me:youhavenottoldmewhatyoureallywant.

Shemumbled.

Me:pleasespeakup,Idon'thaveallday.

Asenathi:look,Iwasjustfightingformymom,I



knowhowmuchyoursonmeanstoher.

Me:youknowhowmuchmysonmeanstoher?

Howmuchdoeshemeantoher?

Asenathi:awholelot,Iknowyoudon'tbelievethat

butthat'sthetruth.

Me:wait,balancemerealquick.Arewetalking

aboutthesamemotherofyourswhotoldmeto

eitherabortorgiveherumntanamonceIgivebirth?

Shecoughed....

Me:thatcoughtrickain'tgonnaworkrightnow.

Asenathi:shewasunderpressure,shealwayshas

topickupthepieceswhenthemeninmyfamily

messup.

Me:Idon'tgiveafuck.

Asenathi:Iknowyou'reprobablystillupset,maybe

evenseeingusupsetsyou.Butndicelauvumelenje

yenatoseeumzukulwanawakhe.



Me:youmomdoesn'thaveagrandsonengu

mntanamAsenathi.Shewaspartoftheonemillion

offeringandshedidn'tstandupforme,engumama.

Umamakhowayicinezelainimbayakheand

watchedmebeinghumiliatedbythemeninyour

family.

Wathula...

Me:jongandiyanizondakokwenu,Idon'tknowhow

I'mgonnasurvivethelifetimeyomntanamonegazi

lenuseriouslyandakhontoindonyanyisangathi

kuyazibaatsomepointinlifeI'llhavetoallowhim

toseeyouguys,tohavearelationshipwithya'll.

Thataloneirksme.

Asenathi:I'msorry.

Me:sorrydoesn'tcutit.Andyoucan'tbetheone

apologizingwhenallthepeoplewhowrongedme

arechilledasfuck,havingthetimeoftheirlives

prollysippingwinesandsmokingcigars.



Asenathi:bayafunauyoxolisakokwenu,uNathi

akafunibaye.

Me:andya'llaresurprised?

Asenathi:apparentlyhe'scutthemoff.

Me:goodforhim.

Shewentsilentforabit...

Asenathi:uhm...utatauthemandiceleinumberka

tatakhobazoyakokwenu.

Me:ah,sotherealreasonforthiscallcomesout.

Asenathi:Cassandraplease.

Me:bathibafunauyothiniekhaya?

Asenathi:theywannamakepeace.Forthesakeof

thechild.

Me:areyousuretheywannamakepeaceokanye

bafunauyovingcelautatapha?

Asenathi:HaiboCassandra.



Me:yourfather'shandsarefullofbloodAsenathi

andyouknowthat.Don'tactsurprisedhere.

Asenathi:I'msurehewouldn'tdoanythingstupid

though.

Me:justlikeyouweresurehewouldn'tdoanything

stupidtoMpumelelobutthenheturnedaroundand

killedMpumelelo'ssister.

Wathula...

Me:celainumberkatatamphakuNkosinathi,

unayo.

Asenathi:enkosi.

Me:you'rewelcome,pleasedon'tcallmeagain

unlessNkosinathiisdying.

Ihungup...

AllofasuddenIwassweatingkengoku.AndthenI

realizedthatnoooooman,thesepeoplearereally



settingmeback.Theyarenotgoodformyhealth.

WhileIwasstillthinking,Iheardacarhooting

outsidesoIjustopenedthegatewhilesittingdown,

IwasexpectingNkosinathilateronnotnow...Butit

couldalsobesisSiki.AfterafewminutesIheard

voiceswalkingtowardsthedoor...

"surprise"!!!

Bam!

Aphiwe!

Mydaygotevenbetter,Aphiwewaswithtwoother

guys.Hecametohugmethentookthebaby,we

madeconversationuntiltheentirefamilycame

back,bazenzelaukutya.Westayedupuntilverylate

butNkosinathididn'tcomethroughashehad

promisedhewould.Iwasn'tmadaboutit,Ifigured

hehasgotalotinhisplateaswell.Hisfamily's

suddeninterestinhisson,Tammy,business...



Shameumntanabantu.Ieventuallywenttobedwith

mysonandlefttherestofthefamilybonding

downstairs,theflowersmademyroomlookpretty

beautifulthough.Ibathedthelittleone,gothimin

hissleepingclothes,fedhimandputhimtosleep

thenIwenttoshowerndabuyandalala.Mpumelelo

sentatextaskingifwe'resleeping,Ivideocalled

him...

DrSirhonyi:anilalinina.

Me:wejustbathed,butuleleyenangoku.

DrSirhonyi:howareyou?

Ismiled...

DrSirhonyi:Thixunathi?

Me:IthinkImighthaveangerissues,andIdon't

knowhowtokeepmyselfincheck.

DrSirhonyi:whydoyousaythat?What'sgoingon?



Me:it'sthesepeopleman...Phew,everytimeIsee

babydaddy'sfamilyIgettriggered.

DrSirhonyi:ooDakumba,makessense.

Me:ivumbalabonjelilodwatriggersme.

DrSirhonyi:identifyingandacknowledginga

problemisthefirststeptowardshealing.

Me:Williteverendthough?

DrSirhonyi:forgivethem,that'stheonlywayyou'll

stopgettingthetriggers,releasethemsotheydon't

haveaholdoveryouoryourlife.

Me:areyouspeakingfromexperience?

DrSirhonyi:yes.Iforgavethemalongtimeago,I'm

justplayingthemattheirowngamenowsothatI

canhavemyson'sfullcustody.

Me:Asenathiwillneverallowthat.

DrSirhonyi:ifsheallowedherfamilytoplayme

dirty,thenshe'llplayasimilarrolewhenIplaythem

dirty.Includingherself.Trustmeonthat.



Ilookedathim...

Me:whoareyou?

DrSirhonyi:hahaha!MynameisMpumelelo,andI

loveyou.

Ilaughedathissarcasticanswer.

DrSirhonyi:uzaninikhonaeKapa?

Me:inthreemonthstime.

DrSirhonyi:mh,haveyoulookedforindawoyohlala?

Transport?

Me:Ihaveacar,ndizofikelakwabhutisoI'msureit

won'tbedifficultlookingforindawoyohlala

xasendilapho.

DrSirhonyi:youhaveacar?

Me:yes,IwasboughtaJaguarngutatakaMillias

athankyougift.



DrSirhonyi:thisniqqaislevelingupsofastnow.

Me:Ifyou'renotcarefuluzokwedlula.

Helaughed.

DrSirhonyi:ItoldyoubeforethatI'dnevercompete

withhimkuwe,he'llalwayshaveaplaceinyour

heartandinyourlife.

Me:isthatthecasewithAsenathiaswell?

DrSirhonyi:itcouldbe,butthat'snotwhatweare

talkingaboutrightnow.

Me:mmh.

DrSirhonyi:youcannotfaultNkosinathion

anythingwithregardstohisson,Ican'tsaythe

samethingforhissister.Twodifferentcases,same

lastname.

Me:yhumnkq!



Helaughed.

Me:Ireallyhavetoreleasethemfrommyheart,

bandenzaumntuobittermanababantu.

DrSirhonyi:suvuma,they'llfeedoffyourangerand

useitagainstyou.

Ikeptquiet...

DrSirhonyi:getsomesleep,youlooktired.

Me:youcantell?

DrSirhonyi:yes...I'llcallyoutomorrow.

Me:ayt,thanksforlistening.

DrSirhonyi:I'malwaysavailable,nomatterthetime.

Ismiled.



Me:goodnight.

DrSirhonyi:night.

Hewinkedashehungup...Iputmyphoneaway

andlookedatmyson.Helookedlikemeatfirst

glanceyetwhenyoutakeagoodlookathimhe

lookedlikeOneleandNkosinathiatthesametime.

HehadNkosinathi'sheadthough,undoubtedly...

Buteverythingelsewasamixtureandcombination

ofeverybody.Idecidedtosleep...Facetomorrow

withanewattitudeandgratitudetotheProviderof

life.Ihadthislittlehumanbeingtobegratefulfor,

toworkmyassfor,tolivefor.

I'masmuchasIhadlovedNkosinathiwithallmy

heart,Icouldn'tseemyselfbeinginarelationship

withhimanytimesoon.Itwouldtakealotof

convincing,alotofcounselingandtherapy.Itwould

justtakealotman we'retootoxicforeachother.

Ontheotherhand,ourfamilieswerealsotootoxic

foreachother.



[06/26,15:04] :#Mpumelelo_13

#Cassandra

AweeklaterIwaswokenupnguNkosinathi…

Ihadactuallyforgottenabouthim.No,Ihadshut

mymindofhisexistencesincehedidn’tkeephis

promiseaweekagowhenhesaidhe’dcomeback

laterthatday.Sikimushavesenthimup,Cindy

wouldneverdothat.IyawnedasIsatupandjust

lookedathim,cleaningmyeyesinsilence.He

decidedtocometomyhouse,withoutcalling.

Asikavasi,siyanuka…buthedecidedtocomehere.

Talkaboutego.

Nkosinathi:Goodmorning?

Ijustnod…

Like,yesmyroomlookedprettybecauseIhad

receivedahundredmorepinkandwhiteroses



againthisweek,courtesyoftheDrSirhonyibutthe

bedandsurroundingswerenotsopretty.Wehad

clothes,waterbottles,babytittiesandnappieslying

around(usedandunused),Idon’thavetimetopick

thoseupebusukumna.

Nkosinathi:youdon’tseemlikeyouwannatalk,

alright.I’mgoingtoJo’burgnamhlanjebutIwanted

tofindoutwhatdoyouguysneedbeforeIgo.

Me:we’regood.

Nkosinathi:nappies?Wipes?Anything?

That“anything”cutdeep…itfeltlikehewasbegging

metosayikhonaintoesishotangayobutthere

wasn’tany.Honestlyspeakingwelackednothing.I

grabbedmygownandwenttomyson’sclosetto

lookatthequantitieswehadleftofeverythingthen

Icamebacktohim.

Me:andiyazibrawhatyoucanbuy,asikadinginto.



Wearestillusingthethingswereceivedkwibaby

shower.

Nkosinathi:doeshehaveenoughmeds,antibiotics

andstuff?

Me:yes,hegetshisprescriptionfromthedoctor.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Me:butenkosiforenquiring.

Nkosinathi:kindafeelsweirdnotbeingabletobuy

himanythingokoekhona.

Me:it’snotlikeyou’reunableto,hejusthasenough

atthemoment.

Hedidn’tanswerme,IpickedMilliupandwipedhis

neck,hisentireface.Goodthinghehadaclean

nappyon,

Me:wanttoholdhim?

Nkosinathi:please.



Igavehimhissonndabashiyaandwenttoprepare

bathwaterforMillibecausesesivukilemosanyway.

Icamebackandmadethebedwhiletheywere

havingtheirmoment.Cleanedupthenbrought

Milli’swatertohimamvasengokwakhe…Iwas

hungry.

Nkosinathi:azangendavasamntanakemna.

Me:Ilearned,surelyyoucanalsolearn.

Nkosinathi:wellbeagoodteacherwillya?

Ishowedhimwhattodo,thengavehimtodothe

restofit.Milliseemedtobeenjoyingeverylittle

minuteofwhatwashappening.

Me:canIleaveyoutodresshim?

Nkosinathi:haibouyaphi?

Me:ndilambilebra.



Nkosinathi:Ididn’twakeyouupforuyokutya.

Me:youdidn’twakemeuptobathmysonsoearly

eithersochill.

Nkosinathi:you’restillnotamorningperson?

Itookthebaby’sbathandputitatadistancefrom

themthenIwentdownstairs,notaglimpseofmy

family.Iquicklymadeasandwichandrooibostea

thenwalkedupthosestairsalreadyhalfwaydone.

TheywerealmostdonegettingdressedsoIjustsat

wherehehadsatbeforeIgavehimthedutyto

preparehisson,andwatchedthem.Hewasvery

preciseandaccurateoneverylittledetail,he

enjoyedthis…Iwasenjoyingmysandwich.Omnka

kwakheIwasstillgonnagodownandmakemyself

cerealcozMilliwasgoingtoeatandgobackto

sleep.

Nkosinathi:Done.

Me:thankyou.



Nkosinathi:CanIsendyoumoneyketobuy

anythingyouwillneedinmyabsence?

Me:ubungazothumelaimaliyemaintenancenge

monthendkanti?

Nkosinathi:ewebutwhatifya’llneedstuffndingeka

thumelimali?

Okaythiswasabittoomuch….Ijustlookedathim.

Nkosinathi:what?

Me:sigrandbra.

Hedidn’tanswerme…

Me:Igetthatyouwanttodosomething,fromthe

bottomofyourheartyouwanttogiveussomething

butfornowwearegood.Whenweneedsomething

Iwillcallortextyou.



Nkosinathi:willyoueverneedanything?

Me:haibo,whatdoyoumeanwillweeverneed

anything?

Nkosinathi:yourfamilyisalwaysprovidingforthe

child,ndifikasebethengeyonkinto.Sebenze

yonkinto,leavingnothingformetodo,kantiwhyam

Ievenhere?

Iexhaled…

Louzoqalaifightnamehamba?

Nkosinathi:whenyougavebirthyoupeoplemadeit

clearya’lldon’tneedme,anidingikwantoesuku

kumandnowniyandibonisa.Idon’tunderstandba

umntanauzongadinginjaniesitya,enxiba,

ethambisa.Like,Idon’tgetit.

Me:didyoujustsayyoupeople?

Nkosinathi:that’sbesidethepoint.

Me:soyoudid,uthesingoyoupeople?



Nkosinathi:you’reignoringthematterathandhere.

Me:Yaziyintonibra,hambayiyakwaJnJ,

Ackermans,kwaPickandPayorwhichevershop

ticklesyourwalletuyothengayonkelentoufuna

ukuyithengaforumntanakhoIwillnotstopyou.

Igotupandwrotedownhissizesonapieceof

paperndamnika…hetookthepaper.

Nkosinathi:bendingathikhalala.

Me:IgaveyouwhatyouwantedNkosinathinowgo

aheadandgoshopping.Itoldyouwehavenot

boughtanythingforumntanayetbecausepeople

boughtquitealotatthebabyshower,youwere

there,yousaweverythingtheybought,butnow

you’reheretwistingthattomakeyourselffeelbetter

byinsultingmyfamilyasifmyfamilyispreventing

youtoprovideforyourson??Seriously?Hambake

bhuti,goshopping.



Hedidn’tanswerme…

Ifinishedmyfoodandbreastfedmysoninsilence…

myphonewasringing,Mpumelelowascallingme

andforonce,IdecidedImightaswellanswerhis

callbecausekwaloNkosinathindimanendimsizela

broughthisowngirlfriendtomyhousewhenhe

cametoseemyson.Evenifhetoldmebefore-hand,

buthebroughtherso…andanyway,Iknew

Mpumelelowasgonnaaskmeabouttherapy,he

hadsuggestedthatIattendsessionsformyanger

towardsmyselfandthepeoplearoundmylife.

Me:Gqirhawasemtholampilo

Helaughed,Ismiled.

DrSirhonyi:Idon’tfeellikeIwokeyouguysup.

Me:we’reupalready,Millihasavisitor.



DrSirhonyi:mmh,soearly?

Me:yeah,daddyisgoingawaysohewantstomake

surehissoniswellprovidedforinhisabsence.

DrSirhonyi:that’samanrightthere.

Me:listentoyourself.

Helaughed.

DrSirhonyi:unjanikodwa?

Me:ndirightman.

DrSirhonyi:whathaveyoudecidedonngetherapy?

Me:I’vescheduledanappointment,Iwillcheckmy

emailsforthefirstsessionandgetbacktoyou.

DrSirhonyi:youstilldon’twantmetopayforyou?

Me:haha!Uyayaziingxakiyam.

DrSirhonyi:Ido…it’scool,ndaws’kendimane

ndikuthengelaipetrolqhake.

Me:enkosintwana.



DrSirhonyi:ilelelechap?

Me:uyalala…hejusthadhismorningbath,uyatya

ngokuuzolala.

DrSirhonyi:alrightke,I’llcallyouguyslateron.

Me:sharpsharp.

Wehungup…

Nkosinathiwasstillsittingtherejustwatchingme.

IremovedMillifrommybreastandburpedhim,he

burpedgqibandambekaebhedinibamakalale.

Nkosinathi:soyou’vemovedon?

Me:IthoughtyouwerehereforMilli.

Nkosinathi:Ican’thelpbutnoticethatyou’venow

becomeaflorist,somanyflowers?Roses.

Ilaughed…okayitwasn’tthatfunnybutthe

jealousyinhisvoicewas.



Nkosinathi:Ihopehetreatsyouwell.

Me:IhopeyoutreatTammywell,shereallydoes

loveyoudespiteyouthinkingshe’sgotsome

agenda.

Nkosinathi:areyoualwaysgonnabringTammyup

wheneverIcommentonyourlovelife?

Me:maybeyoushouldnotcommentonmylovelife.

Nkosinathi:Isee.

Ididn’tanswerhim,hegotupfromwherehesat

andheadedforthedoor…

Nkosinathi:Ireallythoughtwhenyou’vefinally

decidedtodateyou’dgiveusanotherchance.

Me:IthoughtI’ddothattoo…

Nkosinathi:butyourfamilyconvincedyou

otherwise?



Me:Icanmakemyowndecisionsyouknow?

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat,butyourfamilyisvery

influential.Webothknowthat.

Me:soyou’llstandatthedoorofmybedroomand

underminemyintelligencebra?

Nkosinathi:thishasnothingtodowithintelligence

Cass.

Me:you’reassumingIcannotmakedecisionsfor

myself.

Hesighed…

Me:Nkosinathi,Isuggestedthatyoumoveonand

youdid.Youintroducedmetoyourwoman,butkwa

wenayouhaveaproblemwhenIbringhernameup

inourconversations?Idon’tgetit.Youmovedon,

whynowdoyoufeelsomesortofentitlement?

Nkosinathi:youwouldn’tunderstand.

Me:haikemjita.



Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout.
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Weenjoyedthemovies,cameoutandwentonthe

tablemountainride.

Ourweekend,wasabliss.Orsoshethought

becauseevenafterthatconfessionIkeptmycool

aslongasshekeptherpromiseofbringingmemy

son.SundaymorningIdrovehertotheairport,she

wasinabetterstatethanshehadcome,

Ase:I’mgonnamissyou.

Me:you’llbebackintwoweeks.

Ase:Iknowbutstill,I’mgonnamissyouanyway.

Me:comehere.

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundherwaistandkissedher



lips,sheblushed,soIkissedheragainandagain

untilIfeltherwarminguptothisPDA.

Me:Mysisterwillbehereintwoweekstime,soIdo

hopeyouwillreallycomethroughwithyour

promise.

Ase:Iwilldomybest…Ijusthavetofindawayto

explainthiswholesituationtoAmohelowithout

makingitobvioustotheotherpartiesinvolved.

Me:okay,I’llbepatientthen.

Ase:thankyou.

Wekissedagain.

Herflightcamethrough,sheboardedandwent

home,Igotinmycarandwenttothebeach.I

startedmakingphonecalls,Ididn’tliveinJoburgall

thoseyearsdoingnothing,Imadefriends,Imade

acquintances.Oneofthemrespondedtomycalls…



Jared:Sirhonyikwedini,what’spoppin?

Me:Ineedhelp,obviously.

Jared:beforeyouneedhelp,howisCapeTown?

Ilaughedandstartedtellinghimabouteverything…

Jared:that’sgoodtohear,nowwhatdoyouneed

fromme?

Me:Ihappentohaveason.

Jared:haibo,how?

Me:haha!Remembermygirlfriend?

Jared:theonewhowaspregnantandlostthebaby

aftergivingbirth,yesIdo.

Me:turnsoutsheliedtome.

Jared:whatdoyoumeansheliedtoyoubra?

Me:theboydidnotdie,he’saliveandkicking.



Jared:Fuckno!NO!

Me:yes,nowIwantyoumyman…todoyour

researchonthisfamilyforme.Iwanttoknow

everythingaboutthem.

Jared:that’seasy.

Me:Jay,Iwanttoknowthetypabusinessestheydo,

wherearetheirbusinesses,whodotheydo

businesswith.Howmanypropertiesdotheyhave,

wherearetheseproperties,whoownswhatin

shares.

Jared:youmeantitwhenyousaidyouwantto

knoweverything.

Me:everythingJay,allas.

Hetookadeepbreath.

Jared:itcanbedone,Ijustneedtime.

Me:canIgiveyouthreemonths?

Jared:thatwilldo…Icanworkwiththat.



Me:thankyou,yourboyisemployednowsowhen

you’redone,youcansendtheinvoice.

Jared:Idon’tcareaboutthemoneybra,letusget

yoursonman.

Me:thankyou.

Jared:shit,womaniscrazy!

Ilaughed.

Hedoesn’tknowhalfofit.

AfterourconversationIheadedhome,Isatonmy

couchandreplayedtheentireweekend.Howthe

hellamIgonnapretendI’mnotmadatAsenathi

kwezivekizizayowasonlyknownbythegodsbut

allIknewwasthatIwasgonnadoeverythinginmy

powertogetmysonback.Everythingpossible.

ONEWEEKLATER



Mysistercalledtotellmethatshe’sflyingoutof

Dubai,gavemtimetopickherupattheCapeTown

airport.Anothergreatthingwasthenew

employment,Ifeltlikendifikileaphobendibhalela

khonaalltheseyears,likeeventheenvironment

wasawesome,thepeople…yonkintowasjust

incredible.AttheforetoldtimeIwenttopick

Nokuthulaup,thehugwesharedatthatairportwas

anemotionallyengulfedone.Ithadbeenawhile,

andwitheverythingthatwasgoingonaroundmy

lifeshecameattherighttime.Weloadedherbags

inthecarandwenttogrababite…afterordering

food,Ilookedatherandjustsmiled.

Me:momwouldbesoproudofus.

Thula:bendimcingaizolosani,likewehavegrown.

Despiteeverythingthatwasthrownatus,herewe

are.

Me:successfulandstillholdinghandslikeweused

tointhedustyvillageswegrewupin.

Thula:andisamkhumbuliumalume.



Me:we’llgoupnextweekend.

Thula:orwecancallhimazengapha,andithiyour

sonwillbecomingaswell?

Ndathula…

Thula:heisstillcoming,right?

Me:Ihopeso.

Thula:youhopeso?

Me:yes.

Thula:kantiwhatdidya’llconcludeon?

SoIexplainedthewholesituationtoher,she

seemedtounderstandbutshewaspushingmeto

pushAsenathitofindaway.We’vebeeninthedark

fortoolongnowweshouldn’treallybeexpectedto

doanyfavoursforher.Whenweweredoneeating

wewenthome,myflat,shefreshenedupandgotin

bed…IusedthattimetospeaktoAsenathi.Callher



Imean.

Ase:baby?

Me:unjani?

Ase:I’mokay,unjaniwena?

Me:ndisharp,uphi?

Ase:ndikwabhuti,ndizothathauAmo.

Me:bavumile?

Ase:yes,ndiceleumamaambolekesotheysaidI

shouldcomefetchhim.

Me:sohowareyougoingtocometous?

Ase:I’llflyfromJo’burgstraighttoCapeTown

kaloku,momhasthisideathatthethreeofusneed

aweekendawayfromtherestofthefamilysoItold

herIneedtimewithAmoheloalonebeforeshecan

joinussoshewillflyinThursdaynight.

Me:meaningIwillhavehadhimforfourdays?

Ase:that’sthebestIcando.



Me:itworksoutfineforme.

Ase:okayke,I’llcallyoungomsoxasifikileapho.

Me:sure.

Ase:didyousayUSsomewhere?

Me:yes,Thulalandedtoday.

Ase:doessheknowthewholestory?Yhoshemust

behatingmerightnow.

Me:sheknowsthewholestoryandshedoesn’t

hateyou.

Ase:thulaisaverystraightforwardperson,Iknow

shehatesme.

Me:areyoureallygoingtotellmeaboutmysister?

Shesighed

Shewaspanicking.

Me:relax,I’vespokentoherandyesshemightnot

understandbutshedoesn’thateyou.



Ase:okay.Thankyoubabe.

Me:Iloveyou,bothofyou.

Ase:weloveyoutoo,cannotwaittobethere.

Me:cannotwaittomeetthelittleguy.

Ase:Ihaven’ttoldhimanythingke,Iwonthavea

chancekefuthibecauseI’mbeingwatchedlikea

hawkhere.

Me:baphinjeng’bauthethanamngoku?

Ase:theywentoutforlunch,ndithendizopakisha

mnatheycangoahead.

Me:oohokay.Bestrongbabe,izodlulayonkelento.

Ase:thankyou.

Wehungup.

Justthen,Jaredcalledme.I’veneverbeenthat

excitedaboutanything,inmylife.

Me:JayJay?



Jared:niqqa,areyoureadyforthis?

Me:Iwasbornready.

Jared:okay,firstthingsfirst,areyoustillusingyour

oldemailaddress?

Me:yes,why?

Jared:okayIsentyousomedocumentsthereBUT…

Me:herecomesthejuicypart!

Heburstoutlaughing,Ijoinedhim.Haveyouever

hadaconversationwithacolouredguyandthen

theygettothatBUT?

Jared:dieoumanhasbloodyhandsmyniqqa.

Me:howbloodyarewetalkinghere?

Jared:checkyouremails,theniqqakillswhosoever

standsonhisway,whenheneedssomethinghe

usuallygetshisway.

Me:ohkay.



Jared:and,theolderbrother.Phewthatoneisthe

worst.

Me:youbet?

Jared:okaysohere’sthedeal…Nkos’ehlangaishis

name,thedudegotmarriedtohiswifeaftertheir

varsitydaysbutbecausehewassoooohungryand

desperatetomakeithegotmixedupwiththe

wrongcrowd.Wrongcrowdbeinghisdad’sfriends,

hesnoopedaroundhisdad’sconnectionsand

foundthesecrettomakingmoney.

Me:secretbeing?

Jared:hehadtosacrificeonethatmatteredmostto

him,eitherbykillingorprovidingapartofit.

Me:mh.

Jared:sohecouldn’tkillit,itbeinghiswife,but

instead,hebroughtforwardherwomb!

Me:liesJared,liesman!

Jared:readthosefuckendocumentsthatemailed

toyou,watchedthosevideosIsentyou.

Me:fuck!Sotheycannothavechildren?



Jared:andshedoesn’tknowit’shisfault,shewas

madetobelievethatshehascervicalcanceror

somethingclosetothat.That’showtheyremoved

thewombandsacrificedit.Shecannotbarehim

children.

Me:that’swhytheytookmyson,forhertoraiseas

herown.Fuckenbastards!

Jared:takeyourtime,gothroughallthatIsentyou,

Istillhavealotmorediggingtodo.

Me:dude,you’reworkingovertimehere!Iappreciate

it.

Jared:anythingforabrotherman,anything.

Wehungup.

Me:Ireallyunderestimatedthesefools.

Ireallydid.

Butfirstthingsfirst,preparationsonmeetingmy



sonfortheveryfirsttime.
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#Asanda

IknewIwasbeingahypocriteforshooting

CassandraandnotSithembeleatthatsafehouse

butthepainofmyyoungersisterbeingmore

attractiveandmorewantedthanIeverwas,bythe

samemanIhadgivenmyallsincemyvarsitydays

wastheworstfeelingever.Ihadnoticedafew

timeswhenCasswasvisiting,S'thembelewouldgo

anextramiletomakesureshe'scomfortable,he

washerfavoriteuncleevenbecauseheneverhid

hisloveforher.Heneverhidloveforallmysiblings

man,helovedOnelebecauseshewaswildand

talkativeaboutalmostanything,shechallengedhim

onthemostcontroversialtopicswheneverythey

visitedus.HeCindybecauseofher"nononsense"

character,heoncesaidsheremindedhimofhis

latemother.HelovedSikiforbeingthesoundone

amongstallofus,likeuSikiwasjustthedeputy



parentandhelovedthatabouther.Thentherewas

Cassandrawhomweallassumedwasanintrovert

becauseshewasjustbestfriendswithherphone,

ahlekexakuncokolwaorumveethethalooontoinye

thatwillleaveusmindblown.Helovedthatshe

wasnotofmanywordsbutwhenshespoke,as

youngasshewasshewouldspeakwordsthatwere

expectedfromanolderperson.Thatwouldbemy

breakdownofhisloveformysiblings,thesisters

ke...UnbeknownstCassandrawashisfantasyas

well.Iwouldhaveneverimagined.

IrememberthisonetimeIdidn'ttellhimthatshe'd

bevisiting,wehadenoughofeverythingathome.

Thefridgeswerefull,like,everythingwasinorder.I

thinkitwasthesecondtothelasttimetheyvisited

ifnotthelasttime.Hehadgonetowork,Cassandra

andOnelearrivedwhilehewasatworkobviouslyI

pickedthemupfromtheairport.Aphiwewasata

goldtournamenthewastoreturninthreedaysafter

theirarrival,theyoungerkidswereatafriend's

placeforasleepover...Ientertainedthesetwo,they



gotcomfortableandthenIwentaboutmyerrands

thenlatercamebacktopreparesupper.My

husbandcamebackfromwork,walkedinsidethe

housewhileOneleandCasswereplayinginthe

pool,itwassummersoobviouslysomejightsare

hotterthanothers.Apparentlywhilehewastakinga

showerheheardvoicesandlookedoutwababona,

hecamedownengathiuyatsha...

S'thembele:Asanda?

Me:baby?

S'thembele:who'satthepool?

Me:ohIforgottotellyou,OneleandCassarehere.

Helookedatmewithoutaresponse...

Me:Iwasgonnatellyouafteryourshower.

S'thembele:youhadthewholedaytotellme,and

youdidn't.



Me:ohbabe,itslippedmymind.AndIdidn'tthink

you'dmind.

Hesighed...Lookinguncomfortable.

S'thembele:Idon'tmind,Ijustwishyouwouldhave

toldmebefore.

Me:I'msorry,nowgogetdressed.Dinnerwillbe

doneinafew.

Hehissedandwalkedbacktoourbedroom,for

somereasonhisbehaviororratherhisreaction

raisedredflagsbutIbrusheditoff.Idishedupand

wenttocallthesetwotocomeeatbathibayezasoI

leftthem.Myhusbandjoinedme,theywalkedin

andasusualtheywenttohughim(stilldressedin

swimwear...Wetswimwear)

S'thembele:soanisatshoxanisizangokusbari?



Onele:wewantedtosurpriseyoukaloku.

Theyalllaughed...

Me:ambanotshintshanizotya.

Cass:sizophindasiyoqubayazisisi.

Onele:welljustgrabgownsyabo?

Thentheyranuptotheirroom,hewatchedthem

untiltheydisappeared.Iclearedmythroat,he

returnedhisattentionbacktome.

S'thembele:they'llneverchange.

Me:kuzobaworsewhenAphiwecomesback.

S'thembele:BaphiooSinawo?

Me:haikebaby.



Helookedatmeconfused.Thenalightbulbcame

on,helaughed.

S'thembele:I'msorryIforgotabouttheirsleepover.

Me:Yhohaynamhlanjeareyousureyouhada

gooddayatwork?

S'thembele:haubabe,itjustslippedmymindcome

on.

Me:youdidn'tevenkissmeokoungenile,didthat

alsoslipyourmind?

Helaughed,gotupfromhisseattocomeandkiss

me.Thesecamedownexactlythatmoment

Onele:mmmh,maybeweshouldhavestayedinthe

pool.Don'tyouthink?

Cass:wemightaswellgobackinthere.

S'thembele:don'tbesilly,comejoinus.



Theygiggledandjoinedus.

Me:ya'llbetterprayforahusbandlikethisone.

Cass:nooffenseTaStherabutandimfunimna

umyenionjengaweshame.

S'thembele:Haibondithenimna?

Me:HayikeThix'unathi,utheniumyenam?

Cass:hedoesn'tgiveyouroomtogrow,tohustle,to

standonyourowntwofeet.

Me:huh?

Cass:lookaroundsisi,youhaveeverythingyou

wantandneed,likeyoudon'tlackanythingandhe

makessureofthat.Youdriveanycaryouwant,go

tothebestvacationsaroundtheworldandallyou

havetodoisbehiswife.

Onele:butwhat'swrongwiththat?



Istolealookatmyhusband,hewaswatchingthese

two,studyingeachandeverywordthatcameoutof

theirlips.HiseyeshadaglowthatIhadnotseen

before,hewasmesmerizedbythisconversation...

Cass:nothingwrongguysbutmnaandimfuni

umyenionjengoTaSthera.Ialsowanttohustleand

bringinsomething,nobandizithengeleipozzie

encinciandiyekendiy'transform'endiyakhe

kancincikancinciuntilitbecomesamansionlike

thishouse.

S'thembele:wehavealittleMsIndependenthere.

OkaynowIwasuncomfortable,hewassuddenly

complimentingthis?

Me:Idobringinsomethingintothismarriageas

well,it'snotlikeI'mjustahousewifewaitingforu

babyenzeyonkinto.

Onele:evenifyouwerejustdoingexactlythat,akho



kwantoirongosisi.Noteveryoneoneofuswas

builttoworkhard,wedoneedaLilsomeonetodo

theextraworkforus.

Me:exactly.

Cass:guys,Isaidmnaandimfuniumyeniofana

nobhuti,Ididn'tsaytherewasanythingwrongwith

whathe'sdoingorhowyenanosisichooseto

providefortheirhousehold.

S'thembele:ndiyakuvamnaCassbayekeaba,and

ndikuvakakuhle.

Cass:awukhooffended?

S'thembele:whywouldIbewhenyou'retalkingso

muchsense?

Onele:hoooBawo,sisiangakumosheliumendolo.

Me:soze.

S'thembele:hahauskeubenjekewenaOnie,relax

man.Ijustlikehowyoursister'smindoperates.

Itriedtochangethesubjectsothatwecanallfocus



onfood,theyleftuswhentheyweredone.They

returnedtothepool,Icleanedup,myhusband

offeredtowashtheplatessoIlethim.

Me:doyouagreewithher?

S'thembele:agreewithwho?Onwhat?

Me:Cass...Everythingshesaidtoday.

S'thembele:Ilikeherindependencyifthat'swhat

you'reasking.

Me:soI'mnotindependentenough?

S'thembele:howdidwegettocomparingyourwith

her?

Me:I'myourwife,butyoulikehowmysister'smind

operates.

S'thembele:wait,soI'msupposedtobeonyour

side?Ican'thaveanopinionnow?

Me:that'snotwhatIsaid,butyouagreeingwithher

translatesdifferentlytome.

S'thembele:indulgeme.



Webothstoppedwhateverweweredoingand

lookedateachother.

Me:maybeyoufeellikeIdon'tbringinenoughorI

don'thaveenoughtoofferorI'mjustatrophy

housewifewaitingforhandoutstodoanythingand

everythinginthishouse....AndherecomesmyLil

sisterwithherindependencyandyou'resuddenly

smitten.

Heburstoutlaughing....

Me:what'ssofunny?

S'thembele:youandjealousy.You'rejealous,aren't

you?

Ilookedathimwithoutmovingoransweringhim.



S'thembele:baby,Imarriedyounotyoursister.Isn't

thatenough?

Me:butstill...

S'thembele:Cassisyoung,she'lloutgrowthat

mindsetwhensherealizesthatlifeisn'twhatshe

thoughtitwouldbe.

Me:but?

S'thembele:butI'mstillfascinatedbyhermindset.I

won'tlieaboutthat,Ilovethefactthatshe'snotshy

tostatehercase.She'sconfident.

Isighed...

S'thembele:Ididn'tsayyou'renotconfidentbaby,I

wasjustpointingouttheobviousonyoursister.

Me:Iknow...Canyoufinishup?I'llwaitinbed.

S'thembele:waitinasexynumberwillya?

Me:haha!Whatever.



S'thembele:I'mserious.

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Igottomyroomandtookoutmycertificates,

degrees...MaybeifIstartedfollowingmydreamI

wouldn'tbeanexampleinfutureconversations.I

heardthesetwolaughingoutside,Iexhaledand

packedmydocumentsbackintotheirhidingplace

thenIwenttoshower.Itookmytimeintheretrying

toreplayeverythingthatwassaidaroundthedinner

table,itwasallinnocentthough.Therereallywas

nothingtoanalyze.Cassandrawasjustbeingher

usualself,sowasOnelebutIwastheproblemhere

becauseIdidn'twannaadmitthatIhadalloweda

mantoworkforme.EverythingCasssaidwastrue,

IhadeverythingIeverwantedandIwasn'tgonna

feelanyapologeticaboutit....Ideservedeverylittle

bitofit.
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Nkosinathireturnedwithcountlessshoppingbags,

andhissister.Hecalledforthegate,Iwasinthe

kitchenwarmingMilli'swatermixtureeventhoughI

wastryingtoputhimtosleepbutIneededthat

watertobewarmsothatancancewonaandnotmy

breastmilk.Iopenedthegate,theywalkeduptomy

doortogetherinsilence,Milliwasonmyback.

Nkosinathi:hey.

Me:hi.

HekissedMilliandwalkedpast.

Asenathiwalkedinandlookedatme,notknowing

whethertofollowhisbrotherorstandthere.Iturned

aroundandrinsedmyhandsinsilence...

Asenathi:molweniCass.

Me:hi.



Asenathi:uhm,uNathiebecelendiyomthengisa

ezizintozomntana.Ihopeyoudon'tmind.

Ididn'tanswerher,sheknowsImind.Shedamn

wellknowsIdo,herbrothercametoherandhelped

herwiththerestofthebagssothatwasherchance

tofollowhimtothelounge.Wheretheheckwasmy

familykanti?Abantubavelebamshiyenjeeumntu

bangatshobabayephi?IgrabbedaYogiSipfrom

thefridgethenjoinedthesetwoeloungewithmy

sononmyback.

Nkosinathi:wemighthavegoneoverboardabit.

Inodlookingateverything...Theyhadgone

waaaaaaaaayoverboardbutIwasn'tgonnasaythat,

upsethimagain?Nope.Uyoskeavexakuthwe

siphisengazoqhabecausezizobancinci

engazinxibanganakakhuluumntanaezampahla

okanyeketheyrememberedtobuybiggersizes.

Hopefully.



Nkosinathi:you'renotgonnatakethemout?

Iwentforonebagandviewed...Iknewhe'dgofor

qualityoveranything,itshambalakwaDakumba.

Me:zintle.(theyarebeautiful)

Nkosinathi:you'renotjustsayingthat?

Me:no.

Nkosinathi:usureyoulikethem?

Me:andikoyikikalokutatakhe,bendizotshoifIdidn't.

(I'mnotafraidofyou,IwasgonnatellyouifIdidn't

likethem)

Nkosinathi:haha,okay.

Ipackedthembackintothebag...

Me:enkosi.

Nkosinathi:sure,ndcelaumothule.(canyouplease



takehimdown)

Me:ndizamaukumlalisafunekandivaseimpahla

yakhe.(I'mtrynaputhimtosleep,Ineedtodohis

laundry)

Nkosinathi:you'llbeusingthemachine?Icando

thatforyou.

Me:no,impahlazomtanaazivaswangomachine

zivaswangesandla.(Hisclothesarewashedby

hand)

Helookedconfused.

Ididn'tfeellikeexplaining.

Asenathiwasmakingmesickbyjustsittingthere,I

hadnotforgottenourlastencounteratthehospital.

Oneofushadtoapologizetotheother,butit

seemedlikewebothwerenotgoingto,andkeIwas

justerasingthemfrommyhead...Gradually.

Nkosinathi:soyoumeantotellmeyou'vebeen

doinghislaundrybyhandallthistime?



Me:ewetatakhe,andit'snobigdeal.

Nkosinathi:maybeyoushouldlookintohiringa

helper.

Me:IhaveonlythreemonthsherethenI'llbe

moving,ahelperwillnotbenecessary.Butthank

youforthinkingofthat.

Nkosinathi:andwho'sgoingtobehelpingyouin

thesethreemonths?

Me:wetaketurns,mysistersandI.

Hewasabouttosaysomething...

Me:please...We'recoping,andIdon'tminddoing

allofthis.Iactuallyenjoyit.

Nkosinathi:ohokay.

Me:thanks...Ididn'tevenofferya'lladrink.Nifuna

ntoni?Juiceorcoffee?

Nkosinathi:wewon'tbestayingforlong,it'sokay.



Me:sure.

Thenwesatinthatawkwardsilence.Myphone

rangatthatperfectmomentanditwascharging

rightbesidehim

Me:pleasepassmethat.

Hedid,didn'tevencheckthescreenasIthoughthe

would.Itwasmydad...

Me:tatam.

Dad:Ntombiyam,nihlelinjaninomzukulwanawam?

(howareyou,andmygrandchilddoing?)

IsmiledandwalkedawayfromtheDakumba's.

Me:sirighttata,uyakhulanomzukulwanawakho.



(weareokaydad,he'salsogrowing)

Dad:youshouldsendmepictureskaloku

Thix'unathi,okanyeufunandizekweloBhayi?(ordo

youwantmetocometoPortElizabeth?)

Ilaughed....

Me:I'llsendyoupicturestata,don'tworry.

Dad:baphioosisibakho?(whereareyoursisters?)

Me:Idon'tknow,wewokeupsihlelisodwaapha.

Dad:IthoughtAphiweisvisitingyou?

Me:heis.

Dad:ohBawoumntanakaAsandangemischief.

Ilaughed...

Me:I'mquitesureoosisiareatwork,hecamewith

friendssoinobausababonisaiBhayitata.



Dad:pleasecallandfindoutwhereheis.

Me:willdo,uphiumama?(where'smom?)

Dad:she'sonherwayoverthere.

Me:uzaapha?(isshecominghere?)

Dad:ewe.(yes)

Me:isshedriving?

Dad:yes,whydoyousoundanxious?

Me:utatakaMilliulapha.(Milli'sdadishere)

Dad:hahahaandingenindawo.(that'snoneofmy

business)

Me:Haibotataawungcole.(dad,you'resoevil

though)

Hejustlaughedatme...

Me:dadareyouserious?

Dad:Iamserious.



Me:momdoesn'tlikedriving,especiallynotalonea

longdistance.

Dad:she'swithAsandaandherkids.

Isighed....

Dad:you'renotexcited.

Me:noI'mnot,uyaphiusisi?(whereisshegoing?)

Dad:she'scomingtoseeumtshanakheuMilli.

Me:gosh!

Dad:she'sstillyoursister,youcan'tloveAphiwe

andstillhatehismother.

Me:youmeanthatebothhisparents?IthinkIcan

yazitata.

Dad:Thixunathi.

Isighed...



Dad:Iloveyou,youknowthatbutIdon'tlikethis

animositybetweenyouguys.Ihopeitcanbe

resolvedsomeday.

Me:Iforgaveheralongtimeagotataaslongas

shewillstayfarawayfromme.

Dad:forgivenessandlovehavenocondition.

Me:tatawandidubulausisi,insteadofshootingthat

monsterofahusbandshechosetoshootme.Her

ownsisterandnowImustactcozycozywithher?

Dad:Igetthatmntanam,butalwaysrememberthat

wearestrongertogetherasaunit.

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Dad:Iwillnotputyouunderanypressure,anddon't

allowanyoneelsetoputyouunderpressuretoo.

Takeyourtime.

Me:enkositata.(thankyoudad)

Dad:nowsmile.



Imurmured

Dad:PortElizabethisrightnextdoor,youdoknow

that.Right?

Ilaughed

Me:I'msmilingkalokuTamkhulu.

Dad:good,nowsendthosepictures.

Me:okayxhegolam

Dad:anddon'ttellyourmotherItoldyoubayeza,

theywantedtosurpriseyou.

Me:hahaI'llactsurprised,noproblem.

Helaughedaswehungup.Nkosinathiwalkedupto

whereIwasstanding,IwasabouttocallAphiwe

Nkosinathi:wehavetogo.



Me:ohokay,uhambekakuhle.(travelsafe)

HepeepedbehindmesoIturnedbajongane

nonyanakhe.Heplantedsoftkissesonhim,until

Millimoveduncomfortablyonmyback

Me:okayyoucanstopnow.

Nkosinathi:I'mgonnamisshim.

Me:areyousureyou'rejustgoingtoJoburg?

Helaughed

Nkosinathi:IknowIcanflyinwheneverImisshim

toomuch.

Me:exactly.

Nkosinathi:okayfine,byebye'inike.

Me:byebye.



HewantedtokissmeItooktwostepsbackwards

andlookedathimquizzically.

Me:don't.

Nkosinathi:please.

Me:no.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Me:xelelaudadwenundiyahamba.(tellyoursister

you'releaving)

Nkosinathi:Asemasambe.(Aselet'sgo)

Shequicklygotupandcametothedoor,Iwas

alreadyholdingitforthem.Hehadalreadywalked

tothecar...

Asenathi:Cass.



Me:bye.

Asenathi:canIcomeseehimbeforeyouleavefor

CapeTown?

Me:Ithoughtyouaskedformyparentsnumbers

fromyourbrother?

Asenathi:yesIdid,butdadwantedthem.Notme.

Me:makeuseofthem,Ionlycarriedthechildfor9

months,he'snotnecessarilymine.

Sheswallowed...

Asenathi:soImustaskyourfolkspermissionto

seehim?

Me:yes,andgoodluckwiththat.

Asenathi:soyou'resendingmetothemknowing

fullywellthattheywon'tallowmetoseehim?

Me:youdon'tdeserveanyspecialtreatmenthere

Asenathi,Itoldyourbrotheranyonefromyour

familywhowantstoseeMillionmustgotomy



parents.Thatincludesyou.

Asenathi:thatnamedoesn'tsoundright.

Me:tellhimwhenhe's10yearsoldwegavehim

thatname.

Asenathi:youneedtohealCassandra.

Me:thedayya'llstoppesteringmengomntanamis

thedayI'llgetmytotalhealing.

Asenathi:Idon'tmeantofightwithyoubutyou're

verybittergirl,it'snotgoodforthechild.It'snot

goodforyoueven.

Ismiledather...

Icouldfeelmychestclosingin.

Asenathi:angerandbitternessarenothealthy

Cassandra,theyarenotgoodforyou.Healsisi.

Me:baby,yousleepingwithyourchild'sfather

behindyourhusband'sbackisnotgoodforyou.

Youconfusingyourchildwiththreefathersinhis



lifeisnotgoodforyourchild.Yousittingwithyour

degreeatthatTshisanyamaisnotgoodforyou,you

enjoyingbeingafattrophyhousewifetoa

hardworkingmanisnotgoodforyou.Youenrolling

yourson,whomyouabandonedatayoungage,ata

boardingschoolinanotherprovinceinsteadofa

schoolnearyouwhereyoucanshowandgivehim

loveisnotgoodforyourson.ShouldIcontinue?

Shedidn'tmove,didn'tsayaword.Hereyeswere

glowing,tearingup.

Me:youspendingyourhusband'smoneyontripsto

seeMpumeleloinCapeTowninsteadofinvesting

thatmoneyforyoursonisnotgoodforbothofya'll,

younottellingyourhusbandthetruthaboutyour

supposedinfertilityisnotgoodforyou.Youhating

yourfatherbutpretendingtolovehimsothatyou

don'tlooseoutontheperksofbeinghisdaughteris

notgoodforyou.Youtellingyourchildabouthating

yourbrotherandhiswifeisnotgoodforyourchild



becausethosearetheonlyparentsheknows.You

andMpumelelothinkingmoneycanbuywasted

time,moneycanbuylove,moneycanchangeliesto

becomeyourtruthisnotgoodforyou.Youthinking

Mpumelelolovesyou,isnotgoodforyou.You

thinkingyoucouldhaveafuturewithhimworries

mekengawe...Youneedmentalevaluationbabes.

Likeyouneedtimeoffthedrugsyou'refeeding

yourselfwhennobodyiswatching...Hahahahay

fokofkhaw'hambeekhayaman.Actingperfect

whenyouareawalkingclosetcrawlingwithrotten

skeletons.

Shewasnowcrying,hysterically.

Me:yourbrotheriswaitingforyoubabe,tellhimto

drivesafe.

Iturnedandwalkedinsidelockingthedoorsand

switchingmyphoneincaseNkosinathistarts

callingandaskingwhatIsaidtohissister.Iopened



thegateandwaitedforhimtodriveout,hedidn't.

ThegateclosedsoIopeneditagain,andagain...Up

tothreetimesthenIsawhiscardrivingout.
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Irememberwhenwehadvisitedhisfamily,my

inlaws,ayearlater.

S’thembelebroughtupthisconversationwhilewe

werewiththreeofhisbrothersandtheirwives.I

actuallydidn’tmindbecauseallhisbrothers’wives

werehousewives,wewerethewomenwholetmen

lead,whoallowedmentheirrightfulpositionsinthe

houseastheheadsandleadersofthefamilyso

himbringingitupwasnotaproblematall.Butit

mademewonder…manytimes,itmademe

wonder…

S’thembele:Hehbafo,kukhekwafikaoosbaripha

endlini…



Hewentonandon,hisbrotherwhoisolderthan

himchippedin.

Themba:Ilikehowhermindworksbafo,butsheis

young.Shedoesn’tknowadamnthing.

Me:exactlywhatIsaid.

Sisanda(themba’swife):wasyoursister

suggestingthatyou’reuselesstoyourhusband?

Me:huh?

Sisanda:ifshethinksthatyou’renotindependent,

likeyou’rejustahousewifewaitingforyour

husbandtodoeverythingthanthat’swhatshewas

saying.

S’thembele:womenwithblowingthingsoutof

proportion!

Viwe(youngerbrother):I’dliketomeethersomeday,

shesoundsinteresting.

Me:ohViwengumntanauCassandra!



Siviwe(olderthanViwe):hahahawhydoesViwe

wantingtomeethermakeyouemphasizeonher

age?

Sisipho(Viwe’sWife):uyamazingorhaqazalaViwe.

Viwe:baby?

Sisipho:don’tsstartactinginnocent,youknow

yourself.

Wealllaughedathim.

Wellweknewverywellthatourhusbandswerenot

asfaithfullaswewouldwishthemtobe,butthat

didn’tmeantheylovedusanyless.Myneedswere

takencareoff,mykidswereingoodschoolsgetting

goodgrades,wehadmorethanenough…sowhy

wouldInowcryoveramanwhowantstosharea

pieceofhismeatwithanotherwoman?

I’mthekindofpersonwhowillknowwhenmy

husbandischeating,Iwillknowwhenheisthinking

ofcheating,Iknowhimverywellbecauseheis



suchanopenbook.Afterhebroughtthis

conversationupwithhisbrothers,Igotbothereda

littlebecauseitshowedthathehadbeenthinking

aboutit.WhenwewenttobedthatnightIdecided

toaskhimoutaboutit…

HewasbusyonhislaptopasusualandIwas

alreadyinbed…

Me:baby?

S’thembele:mh?

Me:khandikhangeliseumsebenzi.

Hestoppedworkingandlookedatme.

S’thembele:huh?

Me:pleasehelpmelookforajob.Employment.

S’thembele:sincewhendoyouwork?



Me:well,Ithinkit’stimeIputmydegreeinto

practice.

Helookedatmeforalongminutebefore

answering…

S’thembele:doyoureallywannaworkorisit

becauseofthatconversationwehadwiththeguys

earlier?

Me:maybeboth.

S’thembele:babe,youhaven’tworkedinlike,the

past15years.Comeonnow.

Me:soyoureconIwouldn’tknowwhattodo?

S’thembele:that’snotwhatImeant,butlook,Ilike

thingsthewaytheyarerightnow.

Me:oh,soyoulikemedependentonyou?

Heputhislaptopdownandcametolaydownnext

tome,kissingmynoseandsmellingsogood .



S’thembele:you’renotdependentonme,youhave

thepowertodoanythingyouwanttodowhenever

youwanttodoitandyouknowthat.Don’tletthis

putyouunderpressure.

Me:thisconversationwashadayearago,foryouto

bringitupagain,itmeansforsomereasonitstuck

withyou.

S’thembele:forsomereasonIloveyou,forsome

reasonIdon’tminddoingallthehardworkforyou,

forsomereasonIwouldn’tmindgettingapieceof

thatass…rightnow!

Withthathegrabbedthecoversandthrewthem

acrosstheroom.Hecameontomeandkissedthe

lightsoutofmybrains,bitingmylips,leavingmarks

onmyneck,downmyarmsandallovermyboobs.

Hesuckledonmyboobsforawhilebeforegoing

downonmeandhespenthistimedownthere

makingsureIemptymyselfalloverhismouthand

whenhehadfedhisego,hekneltbetweenmylegs



andlethimselfin.Ifeltmyinsidesgraspinghis

girth...Hefeltthattoo,thesmirkonhisfacewas

proofenough.

WedancedtothesametuneuntilIpassedout,

whenIwokeupaftermidnighthewasfastasleep

rightnexttome.Ikissedhimonthelips,hishand

foundmyassandhegrabbeditwhilesleeping,I

giggledandcuddleduponhimuntildawn.
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IsatonthecouchandjustlookedatMilli,myeyes

startedwatering.Ifeltemptyinside,like,Ifeltempty.

Ifeltasthoughmyinsideswerelikeanauditionhall

withjustthemicstandinthecenter,themicstand

inthissituationbeingmyheart.Ifeltemptyand

lonelyandforsomereasonthelashoutIgaveto

Asenathijustmadethedamageworse.



Iletmytearsflowinsilence,mychesthadthis

painfulthingofclosingupasifIwasn'tgetting

enoughoxygenormyboneswereclosinginon

eachother.Istoodupandopenedawindow,stood

byittryingtonormalizemybreathingandwhenI

feltabitcalmIsatdown.Millistartedcrying,Igot

upfrommycouchandwentovertohim,gavehim

hisdummiebuthedidn'twantit,gavehimmy

breastbuthealsodidn'twantthatsoIjustlooked

athimforafewsecondsbeforepickinghimupand

shushinghimonmychest.Insteadofcalming

downhejustescalatedhisvolumeandcriedlouder,

Iwalkedaroundtheroom,eventuallywenttothe

doorandopeneditforfreshairbecausethewindow

didn'tseemtobeworkingforhimthewayithad

workedforme.IcouldtellhewasheatingupsoI

quicklywentforhismedsandgavehimasper

prescription.NowIhadtoswitchmyphonebackon,

immediatelyasIdid,messagesfromNkosinathi

floodedin.Atfirstthereweremissedcallsfollowed

bymessegaswherehewasaskingwhatIsaidto

Asenathi,thenthereweremessageswherehe

askedwhereIgotallthatIhadsaidtoher,thenthe



lastlotwerejustinsultsfromhim,notinwriting

anymorebutvoicenoteswhichIcouldn'tlistento

forlongbecauseIhadacryingbabywhoneeded

myattentionmorethanhisangryfather.Icalledmy

sister...

Siki:hello?

Me:Haiboniphibethuna?

Siki:helloI'matwork,ukhalelaniumntana?

Me:Idon'tknow.Uphiusisiyena?

Siki:wait,youdon'tknowwhythechildiscrying?

Me:hedoesn'twanttoeatsisi,sonoIdon'tknow

whyhe'scrying.

Siki:didyouchangehisnappy?

Ididn't.

SoIdidn'trespond.



Siki:orbathhimagain,he'llcalmdownafterthat.If

hedoesn'tcalmdowncallmeagainndizobuya.

Me:okay,thankssis.Butuphiusisi?

Siki:shemustalsobeatwork,orshewentoutwith

Aphiwe.Idon'tknow.Ileftearly.

Me:Mnkokay.

Siki:sure.

IhungupandputthecryingMillionmyback,just

asIputthephonedownIreceivedamessagefrom

AsenathibutIonlyopeneditasImadewaytofetch

Milli'sbathkitandfreshclothes:

"Youdon'tknowhowmuchmypasthurtsme,but

youhavefoundjoyinmockingmengayo.Idon't

wishanywoman'sdaughtertogothroughwhatI

wentthrough,notevenyou.

AllIwasdoingwaslookingoutformybrother,I

knowhowpainfulitisnothavingaccesstoyour

child,notseeinghimwhenyouwantto,notbeing



therewhenhetakeshisfirststepsoruttershisfirst

words.I'vebeenthere,nomatterhowmuchyou

knowmystoryyoucannevertellitlikeIwouldand

youcanneverretellittome.

IfMpumeleloisbuildingarelationshipwithyouby

gossipingaboutmypastthenIfeelsorryforthe

bothofyou,ya'llhavealongwaytogo.Asamatter

offact,ifmynamestillfindsitswayintoyour

conversationsthenhemustdealwithhisfeelings

becauseI'vedealtwithmyown.Truthis,Imightstill

lovehimbutafterwhathappenedtodayI'vedecided

tostaycommittedtomyhusbandatleastIknowhe

reallylovesme,he'snottryingtomakeanyone

jealousorgetbackatanyoneusingmyfeelingsin

thatprocess.Youtwodeserveeachother.

Again,whateveryoudo,goseekhelp.Youneed

help,Iwon'tstopsayingthat.Youneedhelp

Cassandra.Ifyoudon'twanttodoitforyourself

thendoitforyourson,youdon'twanthimgrowing

uptobebitterbecauseyouarebitter.Agoodparent

showsthechildindlelaandthenallowsthechildto



decidewhichwaytogo.Youdon'tchooseforyour

child,nomatterhowmuchyouhatemyfamily,heis

attheendofdaypartofmyfamily.Iknowyou

reallyhatemebutyoursonsharesthesameblood

withme,hesharesthesamebloodwithmyfather

yourarchenemy.

Foryourinformation,Idon'thatemyfatherIjust

hatehiscontrolandgreedandwhatItellmy

husbandincludingmysocalledinfertilityisnoneof

yourbusiness.Pleasedomeafavorandtell

Mpumelelotomoveon,ifyourpussyhasthe

capabilitytoreplaceminethencongratulationsto

him,andgoodriddanceformybrother.He'sbetter

offwithoutyou."

Iputthephonedownandbathedmychild,he

playedinthewater.Ididn'tlackananswerfor

Asenathibutmychildwasmoreimportantright

now.Hisfathercalled,Iignoredhimandhecalled

fourmoretimesbutIjustcontinueddoingwhatI

wasdoingnomntanamandwhenIwasdoneI

dressedhimwarmly,fedhimhisbreastmilkand



thenwejustcuddleduntilhefellasleep.Ilefthim

onthebedandclearedupmyroom,washedallhis

clothesthatweresoiledthenmademyselffood.I

wasimpatientlywaitingonmom Icouldn'tcall

herbecausethisvisitwasmeanttobeasurpriseso

Ijustlaythereinsilenceandwaited.Mpumelelo

called,Iignoredhiscall,NkosinathicalledagainI

justcuthiscallandhesentmessagesagain.A

wholelotofthemandIwasn'tgoingtocausea

headacheuponmyselfngayetusoIjustignored

hismessages,didn'tevenopenone.

IdecidedtocallAphiwe...IdidpromisedadI'ddo

that.Hisphonerangforawhilebeforehe

answered...

Aphiwe:helloMakazi?

Me:uphi?

Aphiwe:I'matthebeachfront,what'sup?Lilniqqa

missesmealready?



Me:youdon'treportxauhambamvanje?

Aphiwe:youguyswerefastasleep,andbesides,

ndimnkengemotokamakaz'Cindysosheknows

whereI'mat.

Me:Mnk.

Aphiwe:ndizobuyaxaephumaespan,whatshould

webringyou?

Me:redwineandcigars.

Aphiwe:whoahwhoahholdit,youmustbehavinga

reallyshittydaythere.

Me:andlotsofchocolate.

Aphiwe:Isawachocolateboxnexttoyourbed

though.

Me:ohthat,forgotaboutit.

Aphiwe:areyouseriousaboutthewine?

Me:veryserious.

Aphiwe:sotheLilniqqawilldrinksomewinerymilk?

YhuMakaziuzobanjwa!



Ilaughedandhungup.

Thiswashiswayoftellingmehewon'tbringme

wine.IlookedatMilli...hewassleepingso

peacefully.

Me:Idon'tknowhowI'mgonnacopewithoutyou

forthenextthreetosixmonthsmntanam.You

seemtobemyonlysanity.

Igotupandgrabbedthatchocolatebox

ndayinqunquthawhilewathhingmysonsleeping.

Mpumelelosentatext:

"MamakaMilli...Imissyou,triedcallingyouandI

guessyou'reeithersleepingorattendingtothelittle

guy.Pleasehitmeupwhenyoucan"

Iputthephoneawayandjustlaythere...Myphone



rang,Ithoughtit'sMpumelelosoIjustignoredit.It

rangagain...Ipickeditupandmymyheartjumped,

itwasmybrother...

Me:TaSteve?

Steve:mamncane,ninjani?

Me:hahahaikebhutisincewhenamImamncane

ngoku?

Steve:mamncane,youngmother.Subaslow

mfondiniyintoningoku?

Ijustlaughed.

Steve:where'sourson?

Me:he'ssleepingrightnexttome.

Steve:khamvuse.

Me:yhubhutiusandolalaandicingitu.



Helaughedatme.

Steve:I'monmywaycomingover,kushotantoni

endlini?

Me:Yhoandiyazibhuti...Justbringbraaiedmeat

andredwinefornowyou'llseeenyenenyewhen

yougethere.

Steve:what'syourbusinesswithredwinekengoku?

Me:asknoquestions,herenolies.

Steve:andizokuphathelatywalaThixunathi.

Me:awusabhoribhutiYhoutheni?

Steve:ndikukhabekemnakezunxanelweaphakum.

Me:wond'bauzoqalangaphiukhabaumamncane

sani.

Steve:hehThixunathindaw'kukhaba.

Ilaughed,hesaid"tshi"andhunguponme.Ijust

laughedatmyblankscreen,hewasinagoodmood



andheprobablyknewhismotherisalsocoming

hencehewasaskingkushotantoni.Umamais

prioritytoallofus,allweeverwantistomakeher

comfortablewhethershe'sathomeornotsothis

housewasnotgonnabeanydifferent.

[06/26,15:05] :#Mpumelelo_19

IcouldtellAmohelowastakennguDabawowakhe,

heseemedmorecomfortablearoundherthan

aroundmeandIwasn'toffendedbythat,ratherI

wasgladbecauseatleasthewaswarmingupto

theideaofhavinganotherfamilybesidestheone

hewasfamiliarwith.

Ase:youseemtobedeepinthought.

Me:Imissedout,onalotoftheimportantstagesof

hislife.

Ase:Iknow,buthe'sherenow.

Me:I'mgratefulforthatbutitdoesn'ttakeaway

anything.



Shedidn'tanswer...

Me:tosayI'mangryatyouandyourfamilyisan

understatement.

Sheliftedherheadandlookedatme...

Me:yousaidyoulovedmeAsenathi,isthiswhat

youdotopeopleyoulove?

Ase:baby,Ihadnochoice.

Me:youalwayshaveachoicebra,andyoumade

yours.Justthatitwasn'tinmyfavour.

Shemovedfromwhereshesatandjoinedme...

Nowteary.

Ase:pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme,I'm

sorryMpumi.IreallywishIhadavoicebackthen



andabackbonebutthepossibilityofmyfuture

beingsnatchedawayfrommehinderedmy

eyesighttoanythingbutagreetowhatwasbeing

proposedtome.I'msorryIimplicatedyouinthat

process...Ireallywishtherewasanotherwaybut...

Thenshebrokedown...IguessIhadreally

hardenedmyheartagainstherbecauseasshe

wept,IjustfeltirritatedandIthankedtheheavens

whenmyphonerangsoIjustgotupandwalked

awayfromher,wenttothecarbecauseitwasone

ofthoseconversations.

Me:hello?

Leroy:Mfethu.

Me:what'supbuddy?

Leroy:Ihavenewinfo.

Ibreathed...



Leroy:areyouready?

Me:yeahsure,bringiton.

Leroy:obviouslyI'veemailedyouthehardcopies

butlistentothis...MrDakumbaisstillmarriedto

Nkos'ehlanga'smotherwhomhesenttolivein

anothercountryandfakedherdeathandburialin

ordertoremarryhiscurrentwife.

Me:huh?

Leroylaughedatme.

Me:noman,thisshitmakesnosense.

Leroy:apparentlyshehadinheritance.

Me:thenewwifeortheoldwife?

Leroy:thenewwife,shewasaking'sdaughters

daughterbutoutofwedlock.Apparentlythekingof

theirvillagewasreallyfondofhisdaughterthathe

lawfullyadoptedhisgranddaughterashisown,



gaveaportionofhisinheritancetoheranda

portionwasdividedamongsthisbiologicalchildren.

Me:soAsenathiisoftheroyallineage.

Leroy:yes.

Me:butwait,whathappenedtothefirstwife?Like,

isshestillalive?

Leroy:sheisstillalive,hasanentirefamilyin

Senegalandyourfatherinlawstillvisitsher.

Me:uyaxokakwedini.

Leroy:jydinkjyweetdaaimenseeksevirjou.(I'm

tellingyou,youthinkyouknowthesepeople)

Me:sendmeproofofwhatyou'resaying.

Leroy:willdothatjustnow...How'stheprocessof

meetingyoursoncomingtogether?

Me:theyarehere...Himandhismother.

Leroy:soshewasn'tjoking?

Me:noshewasn't,butIwanttodoDNAtestsbutI

don'twanttooffendthem.



Leroy:youdon'tbelievehe'syours?

Me:he'smine.I'mhundredpercentsureofthatbutI

feellikeIneedabackupforthefuture.Herfamily

won'tjustallowmetotakehim,it'sgonnabeawar

soIneedeverythingtofightwith.Everylittlebit.

Leroy:ekhoorjou...Neemoenieworrynie,eksal

allasdoenonmysideaswelltomakesekerdatjy

hetalditjygenoedig.(Ihearyou...Nodon'tworry,

I'lldoeverythingonmysidetomakesurethatyou

haveeverythingyouneed)

Me:Dankiebroer(thankyoubrother)

Leroy:don'tmentionit.Goodluckbuddy.

Me:Thanksboy.

Iwaitedforabouttentofifteenminutesbeforehis

emailcamethrough.Thismanhadanentirefamily

inSenegal ♀ awife,twodaughtersandson.

AllinSenegal,andaccordingtowhatwasinfrontof

meitseemedlikehevisitedthemasoftenas

possible,maybehewouldskipaboutthreemonths



thengospendtwotothreeweekswiththemthen

comebackhome.Obviouslykwakhewaziwa

ephumanebusinesswhenhevisitshisotherfamily.

Hegothiscapitaltostarthisbusinessesfrom

Asenathi'smother,shegavehimmoney,she

financedhisbusinessesfromthebeginningand

that'swhyhemarriedher.Hedidn'tloverherpese

buthesawawayofmakinghislivelihoodbetter

andhesacrificedhisownfamily(theoneinSenegal)

formoney,whichinturnresultedinhimbuilding

anitherfamilyherewiththewomanhethoughthe

wasjustusingformoney.

Me:thismanissick!

AfterafewminutesIgotoutofmycarandwalked

backtotheflat...

Thula:hayuvelaphi?



Me:Ineededsomeair.

Iwenttomyroom,passingAseandhersononthe

couch.Nokuthulafollowedme.

Thula:youokay?

Iturnedandlookedather,kindashockedbecauseI

didn'thearherfootstepsbehindme.

Thula:What'sgoingon?

Me:uhm,IthinkI'mjustoverwhelmedman.ButI'll

befine,Ijustneedamoment.

Thula:areyouhavingsecondthoughts?

Me:about?

Thula:everything.

Me:nono,I'mgood.

Thula:Asenathiisconcernedaboutyou.Shethinks

youhateher.



Me:IdobutI'msureIcanworkonthat.

Thula:didyoutellherthat?

Isighedandsatdownontheedgeofmybed.

Me:Ican'tevenlookherintheeye.

Thula:youaskedhertobringyoursonhere,what

wereyouexpecting?

Me:Idon'tknow.ForsomereasonIthoughtshe

wasbluffingbutnowthattherealityisasrealas

theycomeit'shardtoprocesseverythinginone

moment.

Thula:Igetthat,butyouneedtogetyouract

togetherorshewillwalkoutofthatdoorandoutof

yourlifewithyoursonandyou'llneverseehim

again.

Ididn'tanswerher...



Thula:I'mnotsayingfallinlovewithheragainbut

dude,thisisyouronlychancetoworkyourmagic

onhersothatyoukeepbeinginyourson'slife.I

knowyou'rehurtingbutyougottadowhateverit

takes,mommaraisednocowardsboy.Momma

raisednoweaklings.

Thenshewalkedout...Ilaydownonmyback

thinking.Inafewminuteswithmyeyesclosed,I

heardsomeonewalkingintotheroomsoIopened

myeyesandsawAmo,Isatup

Me:hey.

Amo:bhuti...Canwetalk?

Me:sure.What'sup?

Hesatnexttome.

Amo:whywasAsecrying?



Me:uhmIdon'tknow.Didyouaskher?

Amo:Idid,butIknowshe'slyingtome.

Me:sheis?

Amo:whatdidyousaytoher?

Ibreathed.

Momma'sboylentwana.

Amo:weleftyouwithherbutwhenwecameback

youwereinyourcarandshewascrying.What

happened?

Me:youwantthetruth?

Henod.

Me:okayhere'sthetruth.Iwastellingyourmother

uAsenathithatI'mmadatherforkeepingyouaway

frommealltheseyears.



Amo:that'sit?

Me:practicallyyes,shewascryingbecauseshe's

alsohurting.Keepingyouawayfrommewasnither

decision,yesshehadachoicebutthefinaldecision

wasnotherstomake.

Amo:oohokay.

Me:I'msorryifseeinghercryhurtyourfeelings.

Hesmiled.

Amo:don'tworryaboutmebhutiI'maman,Idon't

easilygethurt.

Ilaughed.

Heexhumedsomuchconfidence.
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#Cassandra



Mymomandbrotherfinallyarrived.

OhandmamakaAphiweandhisyoungersiblings

alsoarrived.Aftertheformalities,Igaveumamaher

grandsonandeverythingIknewtheymightneed

thenItoldthemI'dtakeanap.Iwenttomyroom,

drankmymedsandgotunderthecovers.

NkosinathicalledagainandIjustlookedatthe

phoneforafewminutesbeforeitstoppedringing

andthenhecalledagainsoIanswered.

Me:hello.

Nkosinathi:whyhaveyoubeenignoringmycalls?

Cassandracanyoujuststopbeingdramaticand

selfishforoncenjeinyourlifeandthinkofother

people?

Ididn'tanswerhim.

NotthatIdidn'thaveananswerbutIwas

experiencinganexcruciatingpaininthecenterof

myheadorbrain...Idon'tknow.SoIwaslistening



toitmorethanlisteningtohim.

Nkosinathi:kuninindikufounela?Whywereyou

ignoringmycallsandmizingmytexts?

Ididn'tanswerhimandthatmadehimworse.

Nkosinathi:fuckCassandrahayfokofmani.Kanti

what'swrongwithyou?Didyoureallypickupthis

calljusttoignoremeundiyekendibesisibhanxa

ndithethendedwa?

Me:NkosinathiDakumba?

Nkosinathi:what?!

Me:NkosinathiDakumba?

Hesighed...

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:howcanIhelpyou?



Nkosinathi:areyouforreal?

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Hebreathed.Again.

Nkosinathi:Cass...What'sgoingon?

Me:where?

Nkosinathi:withyou?Yousoundweak,tired.

Me:isthatwhyyoucalled?

Nkosinathi:that'snotwhyIcalledobviouslybutit

canwait,areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.HowcanIhelpyou?

Nkosinathi:babe...I'msorry.

Me:Nkosinathi,howcanIhelpyou?

Nkosinathi:I'msorry.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:you'renotevengonnaaskforwhat?



Me:Iknowyou'regonnatellme.

Nkosinathi:themessages,Iwasangry,upset...ButI

totallyunderstandwhereyou'recomingfromand

I'mreallysorry.Ididn'tmeananythingIsaidthere.

Me:Ihaven'treadthem.

Nkosinathi:youdon'thaveto...Justdeletethem.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:canIcomeseeyou?

Me:no.

Nkosinathi:babyplease.

Me:andingobabywakho.

Nkosinathi:youknowwhatImean.

Me:aren'tyousupposedtobeinJoburg?

Nkosinathi:Ididn'tgo,IsentKhanyaandKhayaon

mybehalf.

Me:andyourgirlfriend?

Nkosinathi:whatabouther?

Me:mh,okay.



Nkosinathi:nowcanIpleasecomeandseeyou?

Me:no.Mymomishere.

Nkosinathi:areyousureyou'reokay?Your

vocabularysoundsabitblurrednow.

Me:canwetalkngomso?Themedsarekickingin.

Nkosinathi:ohokay.Sure.

Me:sharp.

Ihungup.

Sincewhendoeshecallmebabyngoku?Yho

amadodakodwa!Ifellasleeprightaftertalkingto

him.

Threedayslater...

Mymomandallherkidswerestillaroundandthe

vibewasthebest,Asandawasgettingreadyto

leavewithherkidsincludingthatratchetfavorite



nephewofmine,Aphiwe,becausetheyhadschool.

ShewalkedinwhileIwasgettingdressedandsat

onmybed.

Asanda:Ifeellikemyapologywillneverneverbe

enough.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Asanda:theincident.

Me:oh,youmeantheshooting?

Shenod.

Asanda:Istillregretthatday,itmightnotshowon

theoutsidebuttrustme.Iteatsmeupeveryday.

Ididn'tknowwhatshewantedmetosay,like

alreadyIhadalotgoingoninmylife.

Asanda:Ijustpraythatonedaywewillgetbackto



howwewerebeforeeverythingelsehappened.

Me:Iforgaveyoualongtimeago.

Asanda:butIstillmakeyouuncomfortable.

Me:yesyoudostillmakemeuncomfortable,but

thatdoesn'tmeanIhaven'tforgivenyou.Ijust

haven'tforgottenthatyouchoseamanoveryour

ownsister.That,Iwillneverforgetke.

Shenod...

Asanda:Iunderstand.SeeyoungoDecemberke.

Me:nihambekakuhle.

Shegotupandleft...Ifinishedupandwentto

relieveumamakuMillibutshehadhimonherback

sondabayekaanddecidedtojusttakeadrive.ButI

hadtoinformubhutibecausehewasonmycase

aboutbeingaloner...



Me:TaSteve?

Steve:andinamali.

Me:maliyantoningoku?

Steve:ndibizwakamnandixaabantubefunaimali

kaloku.

Ijustlaughedathim.

Steve:what'sup?

Me:I'mgoingforadrive,wannacomewithme?

Steve:uphiuMillz?

Me:usemqolokumagogo.

Steve:oohmasambe...Andwe'renottakingmycar.

Me:usisialwaysleaveshercarforme,butsince

we'renottakingyoursthenyou'rebuyingthefuel

forthisdrive.

Heburstoutlaughing....



Me:I'llwaitoutside.

Steve:whatifI'mnolongergoing?

Me:hlalaphoke!

Iwaitedforafewminutesinthecar,hecameout

andstoodbytheveranda

Steve:hambasisi,andinamaliyepetrolmna.

Me:ciao!

Istartedthecar...

Steve:ohsoyoudohavepetrolmoney?

Me:youthoughtIwouldn'tgobecauseofyour

sabotage?

Steve:hehThixunathi?



Ilaughedathimanddroveout...Iwenttothebeach.

Ijustneededsomefreshairman,Ineededto

breathenjekay'one.Iparkedthecarandtooka

walkinthebeach...Idon'tknowhowfarIwalked

butIeventuallywentintothewateruntilitreached

mykneesandIexhaledandbreathedinthefresh

airthatwentthroughmyhairandmyloosefitting

dress.Ifeltrenewed,thissmallexercisewasvery

healing.ItwassoothingandforsomereasonI

didn'tevenhavetearsanymore,IguessnyhaniI

wasgrowingthroughthepains,throughthe

challenges.AfterafewminutesIwalkedbacktomy

carandsawNkosinathiatashortdistancewalking

towardsme,barefoot.

Itriedtochangemywaybutapparentlyhehad

seenmefirstandhewastryingukundivalelaindlela

soIjuststoppedwalkingandwaitedforhimtodo

whateveritisthathewasthinkingofdoing.

Nkosinathi:MamakaMilli.



Me:Nkosinathi.

Nkosinathi:it'ssogoodseeingyou.

Me:thankyou.

SoIwalked,heclosedmywayagainandjuststood

there.

Nkosinathi:Imissyou.

Me:ohNkosinathibawowam.

Nkosinathi:tellmeyoudon'tmissme.

Ibreathed.

Ihadsuchalovelywalkandnowthis?KantiuThixo

ndimenzentonitodeservethis?

Nkosinathi:youdon'tmissme?

Me:no.



Nkosinathi:Cassandrayouknowwehadplans,

evenbeforeyonkelentoyenzekileyowehadplans

forthefuture.Ourfuture.Wehadplansthat

includedthetwoofusandmaybeapossibilityof

additionalpeopleabanjengoMilli.

Me:wellplansdodivertsometimes.

Nkosinathi:butwecanstillchangethediversion

Cassandgobacktotheoriginalplan.

Iwalkedahead...Hefollowedmeandwalkedright

nexttome.

Me:brapleaseleavemealone.

Nkosinathi:Iwanttoleaveyoualone,trustmeIdo.

ButIcan't...KudalandizamaCassandrabut

andikwazi.

Me:uxakweyintoni?

Nkosinathi:ndixakwekukubandisakuthanda.

Me:youhaveafunnywayofshowingit.



Nkosinathi:soallthistimewenaawboniba

ndiyakuthanda?

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Nkosinathi:eachdaythatpassesI'mgoinginsane,I

cannotthinkpastthelifewewouldbelivingright

now.

Me:youneedtostepoutofthatfantasyworldand

liveinthenow.Liveyourreality.

Nkosinathi:evenmyrealitydoesn'tmakesense

withoutyouinit.

Me:YhohayinobaKuthwakokwenundakudlisa.

Nkosinathi:ubawandidlisaandinandabamasambe

kesiyohlaziya.

Istoppedandlookedathim.

Hayman,uNkosinathiakekhonjena,whywashe

likethisallofasudden?



Me:areyoudrunk?

Nkosinathi:Ihaven'tdrankanythinginawhile,

nothingmakessenseanymore.Andisabuva

notywalanobabubhekangaphi.

Me:usureyou'renotdrunk?

Withoutthinkinghegrabbedmyfaceandkissedme,

Iquicklymovedbackandpushedhischest.

Me:dude!!!!!whatwasthatfor?

Nkosinathi:didyoutastealcohol?

Me:seriously?YoukissedmesoIcouldtaste

alcoholinyourmouth?

Nkosinathi:andithiyoudon'tbelievemewhenItell

youI'mnotdrunk.

Isighed.



Me:pleasedomeafavortorho,ndiyakucela.Just

leavemealone.I'mnotaskingformuchhere,

ndicelanjeundiyeke.Releasemefromyourheart,

goonandlive.Lovesomeoneelsewithallyour

heartandforgetIeverexisted.

Nkosinathi:I'msorry,Ican't.InfactIwon't.

Ishookmyheadindismayandunbelief.

Nkosinathi:I'mpreparedtolooseeverythingbutyou.

Me:youcan'tbepreparedtolooseeverythingwhen

youhaveasonwho'sentrustedtousbyGod.

Ucingbauzotyantoniafundengantoniwhenyoudo

looseeverything?

Nkosinathi:IfIhavetogoagainstlagqirhathenI'll

dothatbutIwantyoutoknowthatnootherwoman

hasevercapturedmyheartthewaythatyouhave.

Kudalandizixokisa,kudalandiziqhathandisithiI

canactuallylivewithoutyou...Thatyou'renotthe



onlywomantoeverexitsbutguesswhat?I'vebeen

lyingtomyselfallthistime.Istillloveyou,Istill

wantyou,Istillsmellyourperfumeonmysheets,I

stillhearyourlaughterwhenIclosemyeyesto

sleepandIstillseeyouinmydreamseveryfucken

night.MyheartlongsforyouCassandraand

ndaw'zendixolemhlawasinikezaelinyeithubato

tryagain.Thistimearoundnofamily,noextra

person.Justthetwoofusandourson.

IlookedawaybecauseIhadalumpinmythroat...

Allthathewassayingsoundedandfeltso

authentic.Soreal.Hereachedformyhands...

Nkosinathi:Iknowyousaidyou'renotreadyfora

relationshiprightnowbutcanyouallowmetobe

thereforyou?Notjustforoursonbutforyouas

well.IhatethatIcan'ttakeyoutoyourcheckups,

thatIdon'tknowwhat'sgoingoninyourlife.Ihate

beinginthedarkwhenitcomestoyouandIhate

myselfthatIplayedapartinyoubeingon



depressionmedication.ItkillsmeknowingIcould

havedonebetterbutIchosetheeasywayout.

Isniffed.

Nkosinathi:Ndcelaundixolelemamaka

Thix'ukhona.ForeverythingIdidthatIshouldnot

havedoneandeverythingIdidn'tdothatIshould

havedone.Please,forgiveme.

Ijustnod...Ididn'tplantocryhere.

Ijustcametobreatheandrefreshmysoul.Ididn't

plananyofthistohappen.

Me:Ihaveforgivenyou.

Nkosinathi:noyouhaven't.

Ichuckled.



Nkosinathi:Iknowyouhaven't.I'veseenloveand

I'veseenresentmentinyoureyes.

Me:Nkosina-

Nkosinathi:gohome,thinkabouteverythingIsaid

today.I'mnotrushingyouintoanything.Justthink

aboutit.

Iblinkedawayiinyembezi.

Me:phew,okay.

Nkosinathi:canIhugyou?

Ittookmealongdamnminutetoconsiderthisoffer

becauseIknewI'dmelttheminutemyheadhitshis

chestthenwe'llbebacktosquareonealloveragain

butIeventuallysmiledandopenedmyarms,he

huggedme.Atightyettenderhugandhekeptit

tightuntilIfeltmyinsidewallsbreaking,suddenlyI



brokedownandcried.SuddenlyIwasvulnerableat

histouchalloveragain,likeIwasputtyorclayat

thehandsofthePotter.ForasplitsecondIhated

myselffordoingthis,beingvulnerableunderhis

touchbutforanothersecondIwasgladthatI'm

vulnerablebeforehimofallpeople.Ifeltthis

amazingsafetyinhisarms.HeletmecryuntilIhad

notearslefttocrythenhecleanedupmyfacewith

hishandkerchiefnotsayingaword.

Isoooobadlywantedtokisshimrightnow,andI

hadeveryopportunitytodosobutIhadtocontrol

myself,Ihadexposedtoomuchofmyselftohim

thelastfewminutes,toomuchofmyvulnerabilityI

justcouldn'tcontinuedoingthatorelsehewould

havetheupperhandhere.Whichdidn'treallymatter

but...Ay!
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Wehadarrangedindlelayokulalasowhenthetime

came,therewerenohussles,wejustdidas



arranged.Icouldhearallofthemsnoring,sleeping

peacefullyayetallIcouldmanagethatnightwasto

laymybodyonthebedbutnotmymind.I

eventuallygotupandwenttoreviewthe

informationinmylaptop,wordbyword,paperby

paper.Ihadtoadmitthough,thistimearoundthe

guyshadoutdonethemselves,theyevenhad

names,schoolsandall.Thebeautyofworkingwith

LeroyandJaredwasthateverythingwasdiscreet.I

askedJaredtohelpmebecauseIwastherewhen

hehelpedustraceLeroy'sdad.Iknewthat

somewheresomehowthey'dendupworking

togetherhenceIwasn'tsuprisedwhenLeroycalled

meinsteadofJared.

ImusthavefallenasleepbythedesktopcozwhenI

wokeupIcouldsmellbacon,Iwenttoshowerthen

wenttothekitchenonlytofindAsenathimaking

breakfast....

Ase:morning.



Me:goodmorning,baphiabanyeabantu?

Ase:kusalelwe.

Me:mmh.

IgrabbedtheblenderandmadeasmoothiethenI

wenttowork.Ijustneededtoclearmymindof

everythingandIknewthulawouldentertainthem

thewholedayitwasn'tlikeI'mleavingthemall

alone.

DuringmylunchtimeIcalledThula.

Thula:small?

Me:nisegrand?

Thula:we'regood,whattimedoyouknockoff?

Me:at12,why?

Thula:wewannagotothebeach.

Me:surelyya'llcanwalktothebeach,it'snoteven



30minutesaway.

Thula:yhuakushushuforuhamba.

Me:mnkq,lindaniimotokebutIhaveother

commitments.Iwon'tbejoiningya'll.

Thula:sure.

Wehungup

IcontinuednomsebenziuntilknockofftimethenI

drovehome,theywereplayingchesswhenIwalked

in.Igreetedandwenttomyroom.Asenathi

followedmeafterafewminutes

Ase:canwetalk?

Me:Ihavesomewheretobecanitwait?

Ase:noitcan't.Wehavetotalknow.

Ilookedather...

Me:okay.Talk.



Ase:Iunderstandyou'rehurtingandallbutcanyou

trytoprioritizehere?Wehaveonlythreedaysleft

beforemomcomesuphereandthenwehavetogo.

Me:I'dliketobelievethatIamawareofthat.

Ase:Canyouatleastreachouttoyourson?Tryto

maketimeforhim?

Me:wesharedthesamebed,ain'tthatastart?

Ase:we'retakinghimtothebeach,youhave

somewhereelsetobe.Explainthat.

Ismiled.

IwasirritatedbutIjustsmiledather.

Me:doyouwanttotakehimnigoduke?

Ase:what?

Me:Iunderstandthatyoumadeasacrificeforme

tomeetmysonbutthatdoesn'tmeanI'mliterally

droppingeverythingjusttositandwatchhisevery

move.Hehaseasilyadjustedandwarmedupto



Thulaandthat'sagoodthing,itshouldbe

commended.

Ase:you'remissingthepointhere,Ididn'tbring

Amoheretoplayfamilybondswithyoursisterbut

withyou.

Me:hedoesn'thaveaDabawokokwaboandsohe

immediatelygraspedtheideaofhavingonehere.

Healreadyhasafatherkokwaboandyouwantme

toforcemyselfintothechild'smind?

Ase:I'mnotsayingforceyourselfbutbaby

awenzintowenaatall.

Me:Itriedandhesaidhe'scomfortablecallingme

bhuti...AndIfullyunderstandhimbecausehe'sgot

afatheralready.

Ase:youshouldn'tbecomfortablebeingubhuti

Mpumelelo.Awungobhutiwakhe.

Me:Amoheloisonlyachildforheavenssake!All

thesenewchangedandadditionsintohislifeneed

timetoadjust.Whathappenedtotakingbabysteps

ngayoyonkelento?



Sheexhaled...

Andpacedaround.

Me:isthisreallyaboutAmohelooryou'rejust

workedupbecauseIdidn'thavebreakfastwithya'll?

Ase:youwererushingtoworksoIunderstand.

Me:thenwhatisit?

Ase:whycan'tyougowithustothebeach?

Me:IsaidIhavecommitmentselsewhere.

Ase:kuphieelsewhereMpumelelo?

Me:kusenoneofyourbusinessAsenathiDakumba!

Shugulped.

Me:umamandam'ngcwabakudalagirlie,Iwon't

answertoyounobaakunyanzelekanga.



Ase:weareraisingachildtogether,Ihavearightto

knowthethingsthatseemimportanttoyoumore

thanspendingtimewithyoursonwhomyou'vejust

met.MightIadd.

Me:mysonwhomI'vejustmetbecauseofwho?

Shelookedatmewithoutgivingananswer.

Me:mysonwhowasraisedbyanothermanforso

manyyearswhileImournedforhim?Arewenow

raisingthatsameson?Isthatwhoyou'retalking

about?

Ase:baby....

Me:wehaven'tevendiscussedthewayforwardinto

allofthisyetyou'realreadyusingAmoasa

blackmailtool.

Ase:you'remisunderstandingme.

Me:Asenathiyoubetterstopmotheringme,stop

beingsodemanding,stopbeingabully.Iknow

whatI'mdoing,IknowhowmuchtimeIhave



gettingtoknowAmosopleasestoppushingme.

Igrabbedmyphone,laptopandafilethenIwalked

out,leavingherintheroom.AsIopenedthedoorI

bumpedontoAmo...

Me:hey.

Amo:hey,I'mlookingforAse.

Me:she'sinthere.

Amo:okaythanks.

Me:seeyoulater,enjoythebeach.

Amo:thankyoubhuti.

IwentoutdailingforanUber/CabandfoundThula

packingtheirbasketsinthecar.

Me:I'llseeya'lllater.

Thula:aren'tyougoingwithus?



Me:Ihaveameetingtoattendto,I'lljoinya'llifmy

meetingendsearly.

Thula:sharpke.

Itookawalktothegateandwaitedforthecab

there.Mycabarrivedandtookmetomy

appointment,meeting.Iwasmeetingaprivate

doctortofindoutAmo'spaternity.Iknewhe'smine,

butIneededhardcoreproofbecauseIknewhis

grandfatherwouldtrybyallmeanstosnatchhim

awayfrommelikehedidalltheseyears.Soshould

everythingheadtothecourtIwasgonnaneeds

validprooftopresentatthecourt.Ipresentedhis

toothbrushwhichIstoleonmywayout,thenthey

tookmyownDNAandtoldmewhentofetchthe

results.

Thiswasgoingtobealonganddifficultjourney

andIhadalltheenergythatI'deverneedforit.I

justwishedThulawouldn'tgettooattachedade

alibalebaweareinawarzonebecausetheminute



wegettoocomfortable,latataandhisgoonswill

attackussingacingelanga.Ontopofthatwehadto

introduceuAmotoumalumewhowaslegibleto

introducehimtotherestofthefamilyandour

ancestorsshouldheseetheneedbutonethingI

waslookingforwardtowasdoingmymother's

tombstoneunveilingekhonauAmo.Thatwouldbe

adealbreaker.

JustasIleftthepaternityofficesIreceivedacall

fromanunknownnumber.

Me:hello?

Man:ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyouyou'llsend

Asenathiandthatboybacktowheretheybelong.

Me:ndithethanabani?

Man:Irepeat,ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyouyou

willsendAsenathiandthatboybacktowherethey

belong.Now.

Me:whoamIspeakingto.



Man:wewouldn'twantanythingtohappentoanyof

them,aschilledastheyareatthatbeachrightnow.

Me:ifyoudaretouchthem!Ifyoudare!

Man:there'snothingyoucandoboyboy,absolutely

nothing.Butbewarned.

Thenhehungup.

Ihadtofindawaytogetthemawayfromthebeach

kengokubecauseclearlysomeonewaswatching

them,couldAsenathireallybethatcarelessasto

notcleanupafterheract?Howelsecouldher

fatherorbrotherknowwheretheywereunlessthey

followedher?Orherdevicesaretracked.Goodness!
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#Cassandra

Ifinishedupcleaningmyfacewiththebackofmy

hand.Hejuststoodtherewaitingformetosay

something,dosomething.Ilookedathishandson



myotherfreehandandforsomereasonmyheart

skippedabeat.Idon'tknowwhy.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Iuhm,Ihavetogo.

Nkosinathi:okay,butthinkaboutwhatIsaid.Please.

Me:yousaidquiteamouthfulthough.

Nkosinathi:youknowwhatImean.

Ichuckled.

Me:Iwill.

Nkosinathi:sure.

Itookafewstepsawayfromhimandstopped....



Me:doyoumindwalkingmetothecar?

Hechuckledandwalkedtowardsme,Ismiledand

carriedonwalking.Wewalkedbesideseachother

butinsilence,Iwascontemplatingonalotofthings.

I'mquitesurehewasjustgladtobewalkingright

nexttomewithoutusfightingeachotherortrying

tobiteeachother'sheadsoffoverhisfamily.We

gottomysister'scarsoIturnedtofacehim...

Me:enkosi.

Nkosinathi:anytime.

Me:enjoywhateveritisyoucametodohere.

Nkosinathi:ndiyagodukanam,Ijustdecidedto

comeforawalkandclearmymind...Inoba

bekufunekandibonewenake.

Ismiled.



Me:maybe.

Nkosinathi:drivesafe.

Me:thanks,nawe.

Igotinthecaranddroveoff,hewatchedmeuntilI

turnedaroundthecorner.Idrovehomefeeling

renewed,likeanewpersonandIcouldn'texplain

whybecauseit'snotlikendithetheanythingtohim

butIjustcriedonhischest.Qha.

WhenIgothomemomandhergrandkidswerefast

asleepinthespareroomsoIwenttomyroomand

decidedtocheckthemessagesthisdudesentto

me.

Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes,andearssinceezinyehe

sentviavoicenotes.IdidwhatIthoughtwasbest

forme,Ideletedthem,andputmyphoneaway.Yes

forasecondIwasmadathim,thenextsecondI

wasupsetthathewouldsaysuchhurtfulwordsto



methenthenextIjustdidn'tgiveafuck!Soto

protectmypiece,Ideletedthemessages.Knowing

myself,Iwasboundtoremindhimofwhathesaid

theminutewehaveanotherheated

misunderstanding.

Amonthlater...

Iwasfeelingmuchbetter,emotionally.Thatbeach

walkfollowedbymanyothershelpedkancincibutI

hadMpumelelobookmeatherapistinCapeTown

sinceInowhadlessthanamonthleftinPEandhe

didshamewithoutaskingquestions.Aweekbefore

ndihambeIrealizedthatI'mmostlyhomealonethat

weeksoIfiguredthatwouldbeanopportunityto

inviteNkosinathiazobonaumntanakhesinceit's

beenawhileandit'sgonnabeaprocessanda

hassleforthemtoseeeachotherwhenI'mgone.

SoIcalledhim...

Nkosinathi:MamakaMilli,thisisanicesurprise.



Me:Nkosinathi,howareyou?

Nkosinathi:I'mwellthanksforasking,wenaunjani?

Me:good,I'mokay.

Nkosinathi:usure?

Me:yesI'msure.

Nkosinathi:ooh-Kay.Youmissedme?

Me:noIonlycalledbec-

Nkosinathi:soyoudon'tmissme?

Isighed...Iwassmiling.Goodthinghewasnot

infrontofme.

Nkosinathi:behonest.

Me:uhm,look,Iamonlyleftwithaweekhere.

Nkosinathi:ohreally?Thatwasfast.

Me:yeah...IfiguredIshouldaskyouwhenyou

haveachancetopleasedocomeoverandmaybe

spendanhouror30minuteswithMilli.Ifyouwant



tophofu.

Nkosinathi:whatdoyoumeanifIwantto?You

knowIwon'tsaynotothis.

Me:kalokuyoucouldbebusy,likeyou'vebeenbusy

forthepastmonth.

Nkosinathi:Iwasn'treallybusy,Ijustdidn'twanna

visitya'llekhonaumamakho.Idon'tknowhowshe

feelsaboutme.

Me:mmh.SouzozakuMillingomso?

Nkosinathi:whereareyoursisters?Mother?

Me:they'reatwork,mamaugodukile.

Nkosinathi:okay...Aretheyallworkingmorning

shiftthisweek?Idon'twantsurprises.

Me:Cindyisworkingovertimethiswholeweekand

she'sactuallyworkinginCapeTown,Sikihasthree

doubleshiftsandthreemorningshifts.

Nkosinathi:Okay,I'llcomengomsoke.I'min

Durbantoday.

Me:ohokay,sorryfordisturbingyou.



Nkosinathi:you'renotdisturbingmeCass,Iwasn't

busywhenyoucalled.

Me:yousaidyou'reinDurbansoIguessedyou're

busykaloku.

Nkosinathi:I'mjustinDurbanforbusinesswhichI

wrapuptodayndibuye.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:whatdoyouneedmetodoforyou?

Me:forme?

Nkosinathi:yes,you.

Me:canmakesureIgetmycarassoonasIlandin

CapeTown?

Nkosinathi:done.Whatelse?

Me:that'sit,nothingmore.

Nkosinathi:usure?

Ndathula...IwantedtoseehowfarIcouldgowith

himspendinganythingonmebutIdecidednotto



evengothatfar.Thecarwasenough.

Nkosinathi:haveyouthoughtaboutwhatIsaid?

Me:yes,I'mstillthinking.

Helaughed.

Me:yousaidnopressure.

Nkosinathi:andImeantit.

Me:soI'mstillthinking.

Nkosinathi:youwon'ttakemorethansixmonths

thinking,right?

Me:Idon'tknow...Iamstillnotreadyforaromantic

relationship.

Nkosinathi:uthethangongathiI'mastranger.

Me:you'remyexwholeftmebecauseIkissed

anothermanbra.

Nkosinathi:andI'msorryImishandledthesituation



alongsidemyemotionsduringthatperiod.

Me:youdon'thavetokeepapologizing,Iwasjust

pointingitoutthatyoumightnotbeaStrangerbut

you'resomeone.Ithinkofyouandrememberwhat

we'veputeachotherthrough.

Nkosinathi:sobecauseofthatit'sgonnabedifficult

toloveagain?

Me:I'mtoxictoyourightnow,there'salotofthings

Ifeellikeyou'vefailedmeonandeverylittle

argumentwillturnintoafightbecauseIhavenot

reallykeptmyemotionsincheck.I'mliterallygonna

lashoutonyouforeverylittlethingandthat'snot

faironanyofus.

Nkosinathi:yousaidIfailedyou?

Me:yes.

Nkosinathi:njaningoku?

Iclosedmyeyes.

WhywasIevendoingthis?



Shouldn'tIwaituntilI'vedecidedwhetherI'mgiving

usanotherchanceornotbeforeraisingsuchissues

again?

Me:masiy'yeke.

Nkosinathi:babe...wearenotgoingtoargue,Ijust

wannaknowwhyyoufeellikeIfailedyou.MaybeI

canrectifythat.

Me:whathaveyoudoneregardinghowIwas

treatedbyyourfamilywhenIwaspregnant?

Wathula.

Me:whydoyoukeepbringingyoursisterwhenI've

toldyouhowIfeelaboutallofyourfamilymembers?

Ivividlyremembertellingyouthatbesidesyou,

anyoneelsefromyourfamilywillhavetoaskformy

folkspermissionwhentheywanttocomeseethe

child.



Hedidn'tanswerme,again.

Me:tellmehowdoyouexpectmeto"heal"properly

whenyousidewiththesamepeoplewhotreated

meliketrash?I'mtheonewhowastoldtoeither

terminateormychildwillbeabastardkokwenufor

therestofhislife,Iwasevenofferedmoney,yet

youstillexpectmetoplayhappyfamilieswithyour

sisterwhomyouwentshoppingwithforimpahla

zomntanamungakhangeuqalekum.Thesame

sisterwhofoundamusementinthedisclosureof

yourdaughter'sexistenceviaWhatsAppeyaziba

I'minorratherwasinaromanticrelationshipwith

yousoobviouslyI'mgonnabehurtthatyou

suddenlyhaveadaughteryetyourfamilydoesn't

wantmyunbornchild.Shethenfindsither

responsibilitytocomehereandtellmeaboutmy

bitternessandwhenIrespondtoherinsultsby

showingherthatshe'salsonotasperfectasshe

thinkssheisthenI'mthebitterperson?



Iliterallyfelthimexhaling...Slowly.Itsentchillsup

myspine.Hewasn'tmad,hewasjustabsorbing

everythingIwassayingtohim.

Me:yousayyouloveme,ndiyakuvabutyou've

failedatonethingthatmyfamilyhasbeendoing

quitewellallthistimeandthatisprotectingme.

Thiswasnotimetocrytunamhlanje...Wewere

talking.Wehadtotalk.OrIhadtotalk,sincehewas

justlistening.

Me:soyes,Idofeellikeyouhavefailedme.I'm

sorrybutthat'sjusthowIfeel.

Nkosinathi:thankyoufornotkeepingthisinside.

I'msorryforundelibaritelypushingyoutoforgive

them,us...IsharealmosteverythingwithAsenathi

andwhenItoldherI'mgoingshoppingshewas

excitedtocomealongndalibalatuaboutwhatyou

said.I'msorryforthat.Formyignorance.



Me:Kay.

Nkosinathi:pleasegivemetimetoworkontherest,

Ihavenotforgottenanything.I'mjustworkingon

something,pleasebealittlebitmorepatientwith

me.

Me:maybeweshouldn'tevenconsiderthistrying

againthing,IhavealotofbaggagethatIneedto

dealwithbeforeIcanaddsomebodyelseintomy

heart.

Nkosinathi:pleasedon'tsaythat.Please.

Isighed.

Nkosinathi:pleasejustCassandra...Igetthatyou're

notreadynowbutplease,wecan'tthrowthe

possibilityoutofthewindowjustyet.

Me:ohNkosinathi,ohbawowam.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou...AndIregretindlelaizinto

ezenzekengayo.ButI'mreadytorectifymy

mistakes,allIneedisachancetodoso.



Bendingaxokingokubendisithiwecandothis

sobathathuqha,nofamiliesinvolved.

Isighed...

Me:Okay.

Nkosinathi:Pleasegetreadyimmediatelyafteryour

sisterleavesngomso.

Me:getreadyforwhat?

Nkosinathi:we'regoingshoppingforizinto

zomntana,andyouneedsometimeoutanyway.

Me:Ineedtimeout?

Nkosinathi:yourheadseemstofunctionquitewell

outsideyourfamilyenvironment,Ithinkwecan

concludethisconversationngomsoxaungekho

lapho.

Me:eshe,haybyebye.

Nkosinathi:haha,bye.



Ihungup.

Hesoundedsorelaxed...Ihadnotheardhimsound

sopeacefulinawhile.Like,evenafterIpointedout

ezazintohesoundedsocalm.
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IcalledthecabandwhilewaitingItriedcalling

Thulaandherphonewentstraighttovoicemail,so

IcalledAsenathiandwithoneringsheanswered.

Ase:baby?

Me:niphi?

Ase:siselwandlehaibobesithesiyaphikanti?

Me:ndcelaniyeendlini,rightnow.

Ase:what?Why?

Me:canyoupleasejustdoasIsayAsenathi,I'll

explaineverythingwhenIgetthere.



Ase:AmoisswimmingwithThulasowenaufuna

mnandiyobakhuphaemanziniforinto

endingayaziyo?

Isighed.

Me:AsenathiDakumba.

Ase:MpumeleloSirhonyi.

Me:getmyson,andmysisteroutofthatbeach.

Ngoku.

Ase:whyareyouorderingmearoundMpumelelo?

Me:becauseyoufuckenfatherisknowswhereyou

fuckenareandisfuckenthreateningme!

Iheardhergulp.

Me:now,beforesomethinghappenstoanyofyou

getthehelloutofthatbeach!



Ase:okay,askies.

Ihungupandwalkedtogetataxibecausethecab

wastakingitstime.Ihitchhikedandgothome

beforethem,Ipacedaroundthepatioforabout

fifteenminutesbeforeIsawmycarattheboom

gateandIexhaledinrelief.

Iwatchedthemparkthecar...Myphonerang...

Me:Masekind?

Jared:dude,Ijustfoundoutyournemisesisin

CapeTown.

Me:Igotcallednotsolongago,Ithinktheymight

havechippedAse'sphoneorthepilotspoke.

Jared:Ithinkitsachip.

Me:youthink?

Jared:100percent,justkeepthemindoorsfornow

untilIgiveyouaclearindicationoftheirsafety.



Me:okay,thanksbuddy.

Jared:LeroyisonhiswaytoCapeTownrightnow,

hewantstogetupclosewiththeguy.

Me:hebetternotunderestimatethedude.Iknow

Leroywithhiscockiness.

Jaredlaughed

Jared:don'tworry,heknowswhatwe'reupagainst.

Me:ayt,lemmego.

Jared:cheers.

Nokuthulawalkedinfirst...Shelookedirritated.She

walkedrightpastmeandwenttotheroom,Isat

downandwaitedforallofthemtowalkin.Amo

followed...

Amo:hellobhuti.



Me:heybigguy.

Amo:uphiuDabawo?

Me:she'sintheroom.

Hesmiledandwenttoher...Asewalkedinwiththe

restoftheirpicnicthings.Shejoinedmeonthe

couch

Ase:what'sgoingon?

Me:yourphoneiseitherhackedoryourpilotspoke.

Ase:hewouldn'tspeakaboutanything.

Me:he'snotyouremployeebutyourdad's.

Ase:okayfine,whatnow?

Me:nowya'llhavetobeindoorsfortheentireday.

Neyangomso,infactuntilyourmomgetsherethen

nihambeniyekuye.

Ase:oh.

Me:ya'llareobviouslysaferwithher,



akazonenzantoutatakhoninomamakho.Umntu

angamfuniyondim.

Ase:Iknow.

Me:good.

IgotupandwenttoNokuthula.

Me:canwetalk?

Thula:pleaseexcuseusboy.

Amo:okayDabawo.

Hewalkedout.

Thula:whatthehellisgoingon?

Itoldherwhathappened.



Thula:uthiniuAsenathixaumxelela!?

Me:shedoesn'tthinkthepilotwouldspeak,she

didn'tanswerlepartyobahacked.

Thula:youthinksheknew?

Me:Ithinkshe'snotshocked.

Shesighed.

Thula:there'salotshe'snottellingyou.

Me:huh?

Thula:Asenathiknowsalotmorethanwhatshe's

givingawayngotatakhe.Sheknowswhoyou're

dealingwith,Ijusthopeshecanbetotallyhonest

withyou.Evenatthebeachwhenwegotthereshe

wasuneasy,keptonlookingaroundasifsomeone

iswatchingusorshe'sexpectingsomeonetopop

upsomewhere.

IlookedatThulawithoutsayingaword.



Thula:justbecareful.

Me:he'dneverhurtherorhisgrandchild,abona

bantubasengoziniherendimnawe.

Thula:exactly,weareindanger.

Me:umamaisguidingusThula,she'llneverlet

anythinghappentous.

Thula:IknowMpumi,Ijust...Idon'tknowman.

Somethingisup.

Me:I'llgettothebottomofit.Ungambonisinaweke

bauyambona.

Thula:youwantmetopretend?

Me:Iwantyoutoworkwithme.

Thula:okay.

Igotupandhuggedher,Amoknockedandwalked

inwhilewestillhugged.



Amo:canIsleepwithuDabawonamhlanjebhuti?

Me:ofcourse,butcanItakeyoutothemoviesfirst?

Amo:justthetwoofus?

Me:yes,justthetwoofus.

Amo:deal.

Me:aytthen.

Igotupandleftthem,wenttoAsenathiwhowas

takingashower.Iwaitedforherinmyroom,she

eventuallycameoutdrapedinablueberryscent

Ase:everythingokay?

Me:yeah,I'mtakingthebigboytothemovies.

Ase:Ithoughtit'snotsafeoutthere?

Me:it'sjustthetwoofus,yourdadwon'tcomefor

meandjeapordizeAmointhatprocess.

Ase:youdon'tseemtohaveacluewhoyou're

dealingwithhere.



Me:caretoenlightenme?

Shechuckledandgotdressedinpj's.

Me:youfindthisamusing.

Ase:it'snot,butIdon'twannatalkaboutmydad

rightnow.

Me:evenifitmeansendangeringourlives?

Ase:hewasjustscaringyouandhesucceeded

becauseyou'rejumpyrightnow.

Me:I'mjumpy?

Ase:yes.

Thenshewalkedout.

Isatthere...Whatifthatwasaprankcalldoneby

her?Butwhatwouldshegaininthatprocess?Why

didn'tsheseemmovedorfazedforlackofabetter

wordbythis?Ieitherhadtoworkmyplanonheror



Iwasgoingtoloosethisbattle.Onehadtogive

away.

Ifollowedherndafikaesekitchen,Iwalkedupto

herandwrappedmyarmsaroundherwaist,she

laughed,Ikissedherneckseeingthatthismove

wasmakingherhappy.

Ase:Iwonderufunantoni?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Ase:okondifikileaphathisisthefirsttimeyou're

showingmeaffection.Whatdoyoureallywant?

Me:Iwantyou.

Shefroze.

Me:you'vejustgonestiff,why?

Sheclearedherthroat.



Me:baby?

Ase:uhm...Yousaidyouwantedme?

Me:andthat'sashocker?

Ase:Mpumiyousaysomethingelseandthenthe

nextdayyoudotheoppositeofwhatyousaid.You

havenoconsistencysoexcusemeforbeing

shockedinsteadofexcited.

Ikissedherneck,allaroundtoherlipsasIturned

heraroundsowefacedeachother.

Me:Iwantyou,andonlyyou.Doyoubelieveme?

Ase:yesbut...

Me:nobuts.

Wekissed,rightthen.

Sheloosenedupandmeltedlikebutteronhotbread.



WekisseduntilThulaclearedherthroat,Asehidher

faceonmychestinshameandIjustlaughed

Thula:singabantwanakethinatoseeezizinto

nizenzayo.

Me:weapologize,nexttime,we'llgetaroom.

Thula:please.

Thenshewalkedaway,IookedatAsewhowasnow

shy.

Me:yoursisterinlawuyatsha.

Ase:shelikeorder,Ilovethatabouther.

Me:andoursonisveryfondofher.

Ase:becauseshespeaksEnglishlikeawhite

person,andshetoldhimsheknowsFrenchso

obviouslyhe'sgoingtolikehermorethanthetwoof

us.



Me:morethanme.

Ase:helikesyou,buthewon'tshowyoujustyet.

Waittillhereturnshomeandhegetsaccesstohis

phone,you'llseeyourphoneblowedupzi

messageszakhe.

Me:asIsaid,I'mtakinghimouttonight,foramovie

ortwo.

Ase:justbecarefuloutthere.

Me:Iwill.

Shekissedmycheekandwalkedaway,following

Thulatothelounge.Istoodinthatkitchenwith

sweatingpalmsbecausefirstofallIwasnervous.

NervousofpullingAsenathiandherfeelingsjustto

getclosertomyson,secondlyIwasnervousabout

thiswholethingofreunitingwithAmo.The

Dakumba'sobviouslywon'ttakeitsittingdown

kuzoliwabutIhadtotaketherisk,gotheextramile

andseehowfarcanIactuallygo.HonanytiescanI

actuallysteponto.
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#Cassandra

MpumelelocalledrightafterIspoketoNkosinathi...

Me:aw,DoctorSirhonyi.

DrSirhonyi:babymomma,howareyou?Areyou

readyforthebigmove?

Me:I'mready,trustmeIverymucham.Yousound

likeyou'realsoinabetterspace.

DrSirhonyi:Icouldn'tbehappier,myboyismaking

amazingprogressattheboardingschool.

Me:that'sgreatnews!

DrSirhonyi:tellmeaboutit,mamelaIdon'thave

muchtimebutIcalledtoinformyouthatyour

therapysessionisbookedfornextweekSaturday1

pmandit'sonlyfortwohours.

Me:thankyou,andwhere'sthebill?



DrSirhonyi:letmehandlethat.

Me:haikeuyazibona?

DrSirhonyi:I'llhandlethefirstsixsessionsthen

youcantakeitfromthere.

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?

DrSirhonyi:wearefriendsandIwannahelpyou

whileIcan,nostringsattached.

Me:usure?

DrSirhonyi:100percentsure.

Me:enkosike.

DrSirhonyi:noneedforthat,Iknowiftableswere

turnedyou'ddothesameforme.

Ismiledtomyself...

Iwassuddenlysurroundedbysuchamazingpeople

inmylife.Wesaidourgoodbyes,Ireturnedmy

attentiontomyson.ImissedOnelesoIcalledher,

she'sneverthisscarcenomatterhowmuchthe

bookshaveherattentionshealwaystextsorsenda



pleasecalljusttoshowshe'sthinkingaboutherbig

sisandnephew....Herphonerangforafew

minutesbeforesheanswered.

Onele:mamakaMillion?

Me:makaziwemillionaire,unjani?Unqabilesana

lwam.

Sheburstoutlaughing,Imissedthat.

Onele:haiketoto,haikenono,haikesanalwam!

Me:Yhinibhabha,Yhiningxingxi,Yhinisthandwa

sam!

Onele:ohmarara,ohmaroza,ohpanini.

Me:Tyhinimamase,Tyhininoriza,Tyhinimaroza.

Webothlaughed.



Onele:Hayiniguysandisagowi.

Me:ugowanjaniwenawonke?

Onele:mntase,youhavenoidea.

Okay,shesoundedserious.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Onele:indodamimithisilemntase.

Me:uthiniOnele?

Onele:Yhomnkq,Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.Or

howelsetosayit.

Me:soya'llbrokeup?

Onele:Idon'tknow.Ilovehim,butIcan'tget

passedthefactthatsomeotherwomanfromdown

hisstreetispregnantwithhischild.

Me:downhisstreet?Sohowlonghashebeen

cheatingonyou?Cozwenaawuhlalidowntheroad.

Onele:andI'mnotavailableeverytimehewantsme



tocomeover.

Me:exactly.

Onele:butmntaseIdomaketimeforhim.Honestly

speakinghe'sonmytopthreeprioritylist.

Me:I'msorryNana.

Onele:Like,moguycouldn'tkeepitzippedin?Like...

Hecouldn'tcontrolhislibidonabethuna?

Me:I'msorrybabe.IwishIhadalltheanswers.

Onele:andhesaysitwasaonenightstand.Howdo

Iknowhe'stellingthetruth?HowdoIknowthat

he'snotbeensleepingaroundallthetimesIwasn't

available?Whenhepretendedlikeheunderstood,

howdoIknowhedidn'tgoknockonherdoor?

Thiswashectic,shewasreallyhurtbythis.

Me:didyoufindoutonyourownaboutthe

pregnancyordidhetellyou?

Onele:hetoldme.



Me:thenbelievehim.

Onele:Mntase,Iwantto.Butha.asana,akuvumi.

Ikeptquiet...

Iwasn'tinapositiontogiveoutanyrelationship

advicekemna.Ndingulowouxakenenamadoda

amabiniabonaumfaziwawoxaebonamna,ontop

ofthatoneofthemissuddenlysayingtheright

thingsattherighttimeandtheotherisdoingthe

rightthingsattherighttime.Like,Iwasn'ttheright

persontoadviceOneleonanythingrelatingto

relationshipsrightnow.

Onele:it'sbeenthreeweeksendixelelebutitfeels

likehejusttoldmeaminuteago.

Me:I'msorry,Ihavenothingelsetosaytoyou.But

I'msorrythatyou'rehurting.

Shedidn'tanswer...



Me:ifyouthinkya'llcanstillworkitthroughthentry

toforgivehim.Iknowitwon'tbeeasybut

sometimestheheartwantswhatitwants.

Onele:yeahne.

Me:Ijusthopethegirlisnottjatjarig

akungcungcuthekisekwirelationshipyakhoafter

sekhonaumntana.

Onele:she'stjatjarigtripledmntasekhayabutIcan

handleher,Ijustneedtogetmystoryrightku

landodandingahlaleliububhanxakwirelationship.

Me:butIknowtheguylovesyou.

Onele:ukwazileuyomithisasomewhereelse

mntasenaloloveyakhe.Asozendikwazikalokutu

unyamezelaububhanxamnaemaninzikangaka

amadodaoutthere.

OkayIlaughedatthatone.



Onele:aw'sonwabeunjaniusbariwam?

Me:andimazi.

Onele:awumazinyhanioruziphoxelamna?

Me:andimazinyhaniOnele.

Onele:eshe.Mxm.

Ilaughedather...Whywassheaskingmengo

Nkosinathienayoinumberyakhe?

Me:youhavehisnumber,callandaskhimunjani.

Onele:whenlastdidyouseehim?

Me:andikhosure,Ithinklastmonth.

Onele:Haibo,hehasn'tseenhissonoveramonth?

Me:NkosinathiisabusinessmanOnelesohe

travelsquitealot,hedoesn'thavetoseeMillievery

day.

Onele:whenlastdidhecall?

Me:hecallseverytimehegetsachance.Again,I



don'texpecthimtocallmeeveryday,he'sgotalife

youknow.

Onele:yhimakemntakamama,sincewhendowe

speaksogoodofhim?

Me:ohGod!

Onele:mntase!!!!!!!Arethingslookingup?Haibo

halalahalala!!!

Isighed.

Withasmile.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Onele:it'seitherayesorano.

Me:okayfine,hewantsustotryagain.

Onele:hefinallycametohissenseswathetha.So,

whatdoyouwant?

Me:Iwanttofindmyselfagain.

Onele:Ithoughtyou'regoingfortherapy.



Me:Iam,startingnextweek.

Onele:sowiththatoutoftheway,areyougiving

sbarianotherchance?Yesorno?

Me:Idon'tknowOnele.Whatcouldbedifferentthis

timearound?

Onele:uthethangathitheguycheatedonyou.

Me:hedidn'tbutbra...

Onele:mntasecanItellyouonething?

Me:evenifIsaynouzandixelelanjesoqhabalaka.

Onele:youknowmetoowell...MamelakeIloveyou

andIknowI'myoungerthanyoubutI'llspeakmy

mindrightnow.Ifyouloveusbariandyouwantto

tryagain,goahead.Don'tholdbackbecauseoosisi

babetheuzobenzamuncuandgobacktohim

xakulungeizinto.Ababantubanamadodaaboa

cheat'ayowonakqalaandwe'venevertoldanyof

themtoleaveherman.Evenoobhuti,whenlastdid

youseeumfazikaBhutSteve?What'smakingher

neglectthefamily?

Me:Idon'tknow.



Onele:good,nowfollowyourheart.Ifyougethurt

thensobeit.Youwon'tbethefirstnorthelast

persontogethurtkwirelationship.

Me:butIcan'tsurviveanotherheartacherightnow

Onele.

Onele:haikeCinderellakamama,hlalanentliziyo

yakhoyeglass.Ihopeitkeepsyouwarmatnight

especiallyonrainydaysandinwinter,ohandIhope

itbuysyougiftsonValentinesdayandonyour

birthday.

Me:fokofuyeva?

Shestartedlaughing.

Onele:uyamfunawenausbariandyoucan'tdenyit,

worryyamkukubauzodikwakukucenganokulinda

whenthere'sactuallyquitealotoffishtofry.

Me:thenmakayolobakalokuandiyekemna.

Onele:akanukikamnandiNkosiyamnalosbari,

ibengaskendiziceleleihugnetangene.Andithethi



kengofaneleka,umntuabemhleenxibenjeushorti

nevest.Rhaabanyeoomamabenezibelekoezi

grandman.

Ilaughed,shewastryingtoremindmeofwhatI'm

missing.SheknowsIlovedhiscologne,Iusedto

raveaboutitkaloku.

Onele:Andithethikengesasifuba,hisbiceps,hands.

Gosh!

Me:phuOnele!

Onele:mntase,you'rereallygonnalooseamanover

pride?Seriously?Oryouthinkthedoctorcanmatch

uptousbari?

Me:ungenaphiuMpumelelokanene?

Onele:exactly,akangenindawo.Nowfocusonthe

BillionairedadoftheMillionaireqhaqwaba.

Me:byebyeMfethu.Undidwabelangeairtimeyam

qhangoku.



Onele:ndiyadwabaxandithethainyanimntase,I

loveyoutoo.Notasmuchasyouloveusbariwam

kodwa.

Ihungup.

Milliwasawake,Iattendedtohimandgavehimall

myattention.Hewasthemostimportanthuman

beinginmyliferightnow,ifIchosetogetbackwith

hisfatheritwouldbepartlybecauseIwanthimto

growupwithbothhisparentsbutthe"underone

roof"partwasnotguaranteedbecausegettingback

withNkosinathididn'tnecessarilymeanwe'regoing

togetmarried.Ontheotherhand,Ididn'twannago

backtohisdadandletmychildgrowupinatoxic

environment.

Me:Iwonderwhatwastherushforbringingyou

intothisworldmntanam,nowIhavetothink

everythingconsideringtwopeopleinsteadofjust

myself.Ndiyazithandakodwanamizinto.



Helaughed...

Ismiled,itwasasifheunderstoodwhatIwas

saying.Heopenedhiseyesandlaughedagain,he

wasprobablyenjoyingtheattentionmorethanwhat

Iwassaying.

Me:mamakholovesyou.

Hemumbledsomethingashisfistwentinhis

mouth,Itookmyphoneandordereddeathby

chocolatecakefordelivery.Ineededsomereally

deliciousjunkfoodtohelpmeponderonmy

thoughtsproperly.

Mydadsentapleasecall...Iplacedmyorderthen

calledhim.

Me:HaiboTamkhulu?

Dad:bendibandiyafounakeandiyazindicofentoni.



Me:noakhostresstata,what'sup?How'stheold

mandoing?

Dad:Iwanttooffermyservicesndikukhaphexa

uhamba.

Me:seriously?

Dad:yes,don'tyouneedachauffeur?

Me:well...I'mflyingtoCapeTownbutifyouwanna

gowithmeIwon'tsayno.

Dad:whenareyouleavingthen?

Me:Wednesdayafternoon,ThursdayI'llvisitthe

officetofinalizeacoupleofthings,FridayIhavea

therapysessionbookedthenfollowingweek

MondayI'llbestartingatmyworkplace.

Dad:alright,I'llflyfromhere.We'llmeetattheCape

TownAirportthen.

Me:alrightthen,askmomtobakesomegoodiesfor

meplease.

Dad:willdo,kissmygrandsonforme.

Me:willdodad.



Dad:okaybyebyeke.

Ilaughed.

Me:byetata.

Hehungup

HehungupkodwaIcalled?Mnkq.
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FollowingdayrightaftermysisterleftIwokeup

andbathedmyson,fedhimandputhimonthebed

whileIbathedandgotreadybecausedaddysaid

we'regoingout.WhenIwasdoneIputhimonmy

backandcleanedmyroomandbathroomthenI

wentdownandmadeabananashakewhile

cleaningthelounge,diningroomandkitchenthenI

tookmyshakeandwenttositdownwithMillinow

onthecouchnexttome.



Myphonerang...

Me:hello?

Tammy:heyCassandra,howareyou?

Ilookedatthescreenagain...

Me:Tammy,hi,I'malrighthowareyou?

Tammy:I'mgreat.

Me:oh-Kay...

Sheclearedherthroat.

Tammy:I'mtryingtoreachNathibuthisphoneis

onvoicemail.

Me:mh.



Tammy:soIjustwantedtoknowifyouhaven't

seenorheardfromhimtodayoryesterday?

Me:noIhaven't,I'msorrybabe.

Tammy:hedidn'tcomeseehissonorcallyou?

Me:hehasn'tseenhissonforoveramonthnow.

Tammy:what?

Me:butIunderstandhe'sabusyman.He'sgotyou

andhisbusinessesso...It'squiteunderstandable.

Tammy:Nathihasn'tseenhissonoveramonth?

That'ssounlikehim,he'salwaysravingabouthim.

Me:maybehemisseshim,Idon'treallyknow.

Tammy:maybehedoes.

NowIclearedmythroat...Weain'tfriends,shecan't

justcallmeuptodiscussmyson.Surely.

Me:wasthereanyspecificreasonforthecall

Tammy?



Tammy:uhmno,IjustwantedtoreachhimandI

thoughtyoumightknowhiswhereabouts.

Me:youcancallhissister.

Tammy:nahit'salright,I'lltryhimagainlater.

Me:youdothat,tellhimIsayhi.

Tammy:willmostcertainlydo.

Me:aytthen,bye.

Tammy:bye.

Ihunguprollingmyeyes.

Nkosinathibetternotbeghostingumntanabantuin

pursuitofme.Haha,thatwouldbenicethough...

Buthebetternot!AndforsomereasonIalsowasn't

honestwithher,IhadspokentoNathitheprevious

daymos.Whydidn'tItellherthat?Heeehaynam.

ImissedLionelqhaubhutiwhenisoneofthose

peoplewhomyouhavetowaitakukhumbule

ngokwakhe.InfactbayafanabutmosttimesSteve



isbetter,allmysiblingsexceptforOnelearelike

that.Theymustmissyoumore,namndinjalophofu.

Wemusthavegottenitfrommom.Talkingabout

mom,Icalledher...Uyayaziihalf-ring?It'slikeshe

wasexpectingmetocall

Me:Haibogirl!

Mom:haha,Iwasabouttocallyou.

Me:YhiniIgotshocked,ingathikudaaaala

undilindile.

Webothlaughed.

Me:unjanisalukazi?

Mom:AndisamkhumbuliHaibondikhumbula

umntanambethuna.

Me:loundimmosmama?

Mom:indodakaloku.



Me:howcanyoumissMilliwhocannotspeakand

notmissmekodwaI'mtheonecallingyou?

Shelaughedatme...Haibobuthow?

Mom:yheThixunathi?

Me:mama?

Mom:umngakananikuThixukhona?

Me:butmama?

Mom:see?

Imumbled.

Mom:Iknittedabeanieandbootiesforhim,I'll

bringthemnextweek.

Me:I'llbelonggonebythen.

Mom:ndiyivileleagreementyakhonoy'hlo.



Me:unjaniubanomonaungenatata?

Mom:andinavalongobandamtyakalokumna

ngalandlalainkulu.

Ilaughedather...

Mom:yaziusileCassandra,Ihopeyoudorealize

thatIcansayonewordandyourplanswithMY

husbandwouldcometoastandstill.

Me:whoahwhoahsisi,thathusbandofyoursismy

dadkalokuyhima.

Mom:kubekhobanikqalamnanawe?

Me:mamathisgameyou'retryingtoplayain'tfair.

Mom:keeponbeingsillytome,I'llshowyouwho's

boss.

Ilaughed.



Me:khawenzeumphakokalokubossLady.

Mom:kantiuzokwenzaniutatakho?

Me:Haibomfazi!

Mom:heyuyatefamfondiniwogqithanoOnele

kodwauzeneadditionalmember.

Me:additionalmemberhastwoparents,two

grandparents,fourauntsandtwounclesizotefa

kuzo.

Mom:aw'selociko.

Me:youstillhavemybankaccountnehmakhulu?

Mom:Mnkmnk,ewewethu.I'llsendyoumoneyjust

now.

Iscreamed,wakingmysonupinthatprocess.

Mom:ingxolongathiuyathwasa!

Me:sorrymadam,sorrybossLady.Enkosi.

Mom:I'monlysendingyoumoneybecauseyou



havetobuynewclothesforumsebenzi.That'sit.

Me:IloveyouMamam.

Mom:butyoulovemymoneymore,Iknow.Don't

argue.Andbye.

Momhunguponmendisamhleka.Ohwell,Ihad

moneyforshopping.Ihadmoney!Iheardahooter

outsidesoIlookedatthewindowandsaw

Nkosinathi'sVWandopenedthegate.Hedrovein,

parkedandwalkeduptothefrontdoorwhichwas

opened.Heknockedandcametothelounge,as

soonashewalked,hisscentfilledtheentirefront

house.ObviouslyinmymindIcouldonlythinkof

myconversationwithOnele

Nkosinathi:molweni.

Me:hey.

HewenttoMillifirst,tookhimup,layhimonhis

chestandcametomeofferingahugsoIstoodup



andwehalf-hugged.(Milliwastakingupallthe

space)

Isatbackdown.

Nkosinathi:howareyouguys?

Me:we'refine,we'regood.You?

Nkosinathi:ndigrand.Akasemhle,andmkhulu

ngokusincethelasttimeIsawhim.

Me:welluyatya.

Nkosinathi:solidfoods?

Me:nonotyet,breastmilkandwe'vejuststarted

himonbabiesmilklastweektogethimusedtoit

sinceI'llbegonewithhisnaturalsupply.

Hechuckled...

Nkosinathi:lookslikeniready.



Me:yep.Awufunijuiceorwater?

Nkosinathi:I'mokaythanks.Masambeni.

Me:sure.

Itookmyhandbag,Milli'sbag,strollerandcarseat.

Followedthemoutandlockedthedoor,hestrapped

MillionhisseatwhileIputthestrollerintheboot...I

feltlikeit'stoosoonforthecarseat,Iguessitjust

feltrisky,butIdidn'twannaruinthemomentforhim.

HewasallinandMillionthesidewaslaughingand

havingthetimeofhislife.Wegotinthecarand

drovetotheshoppingcenter...

OccasionallyhewouldstealasidelookatmeandI

wasn'tbusyonWhatsApporanything,Iwasjust

playinggamesonmyphone.Ilethimdothatthree

timesthentheforthtimeIstoppedandlookedat

him,helaughed.

Me:pleasedon'tcreepmeout.



Nkosinathi:okobujongekwiphoneyakhowhenwe

leftyourhouse.AmIthatboring?

Me:I'mplayingSolitaire.

Nkosinathi:surelyyoucanplaythatonyourown

timenotwhenyou'rewithus.

Me:Millidoesn'tmind.

Nkosinathi:Idon'tlikethisname.

Me:it'snotyours,youdon'thavetolikeit.

Nkosinathi:Cass?

Me:arewegonnafightoverthis?

Nkosinathi:akhoneedyefight,I'mjustsayingI

don'tlikehowyoucallourson.

Isighedandstoppedplayingthegameonmy

phone.Heprobablywantedmyattention.Okayfine.

Nkosinathi:kidsgrowtoaskalotofquestions,what

willyousaytohimwhenhegetstothestagetoask



whyhe'scalledMilli?

Me:youwantmetostopcallinghimMillisothathe

doesn'tgettoknowhowmaliciousyourfamilyis?

Nkosinathi:thishasnothingtodowithmyfamily.

Me:reallynow?

Nkosinathi:hehasabeautifulnamealready,can't

youcallhimbyit?

Me:Ican'tbecallingyouNkosinathiandstillcall

himThixukhonaeveryday.Yhu,themarathon.

Nkosinathi:youcouldcallmeNathi,justlike

everybodywhoseemstogettiredofcallingmyfull

name.

Me:I'mnoteverybody.

Nkosinathi:you'reafineonetotalk,Thixunathiand

Cassandraareverylongbutyoudon'thearus

complaining.

Me:haveyouevercalledmeThixunathi?

Hecoughed.



Me:exactly,andyouonlycallmeCassandrawhen

you'reeithermadatmeoryouwannagetyourpoint

across.Sothatdoesn'tcount.

Hesmiled.Again.

Nkosinathi:I'llneverwinwithyou.

Myturntosmile.

Me:I'mgladyounoticed.Nowwhenlastdidyou

speaktoyourgirlfriend?

Nkosinathi:twodaysago,Ithink.Why?

Me:shecalled.

Helookedatme.



Me:uthishecan'treachyou,soshewantedtofind

outwhenlastdidIspeaktoyou.

Nkosinathi:shecan'treachmephiwhenshehasn't

calledme?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Nkosinathi:zumbuzewhenshecallsagain.

Me:hayinikebethuna.

Hedroveinsilenceforawhile.

Nkosinathi:Itoldhermyintentionsngawe,wellI

practicallybrokethingsoffwithher.

Me:ohshucks!

Helaughedatthat.

Butmenplayaroundwithwomen'sfeelingsman,he

knewfromthegetgothathe'snotovermebuthe

keptonstringingheralong.Buthey ♀



Me:whyareyoulaughing?

Nkosinathi:Idon'tseewhyIshouldn't.Iknowyou

don'twanttobeinarelationshipwithmerightnow

andwiththelittleprogresswe'vemadeI'mokay

withthat.Itgivesmehope,Ihadtosetherfree.

Me:Ifeelbad.

Nkosinathi:why?

Me:youbrokeoffwithyourgirlfriendoverme?

Ndibemnandingazokunikayonkelentoebekunika

yona?

Nkosinathi:I'dratherwaitforyoundindedwa,than

waitforyouwhilepushingawheelbarrowthathas

nowheel.

OkayIlaughedatthat.

Nkosinathi:itwillalsohelpclearanddetoxmymind

beforewecantryagain.



Me:Mnk.

Hesmiled.

Nkosinathi:sofromnowon,I'mallyoursmamakhe.

Yourman,isyoursalone.Anytimeoftheday,or

nightwheneveryouneedme,I'llbethere.

Ilookedathiscockyass,thesmirkonhisface

geeez!YesIlaughedatwhathesaidbuthaibo,

uyazitshelanankuumntu.Weparkedandhetook

hisson...Strappedhimonhisstrollerandthenwe

wentshopping.
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Hemusthavebeenhavingthebestdayofhislife,

hewasallsmilesthroughoutourshoppingcenter

stroll.HeofferedtochangedMilliatsomepoint,

thenaftersometimehesuggestedwegrababite



sowefoundtheKFCandwenttositdown.

Nkosinathi:uzoyantoni?

Me:sweetchillitwisterwithsparklingwaterplease.

Nkosinathi:that'sit?

Me:yes.

Hegotupandwenttothecounter,placedourorder

andwaitedforit.Bekungagcwelangaso...

Iwasfacingtheentranceandhewasgoingtosit,

withhisbackagainsttheentrance.Hecameback

withourfoodsatyaandmadesmalltalk.Isawhis

sisterandherhusbandwalkingpast,

xabezakusithelaAsenathiwabheka(whichwas

unintentional,likeit'scommonforanyonetolook

aroundwhenwalkinganywhere.Soitwasn'ta

shocker)andoureyeslocked.Shewalkedon,anda

fewseconds,shewalkedbackwardsjusttomake

sureshesawcorrectly.



Me:don'tturn,butIthinkyoursisterisaboutto

burstyourass.

Nkosinathi:uphi?

Ididn'tanswerhim.

MainlybecauseAsenathiandherhusbandhadjust

walkedinkuloKFCandherfacehadsuchshock

anddisgustIactuallywantedtolaughbecause

accordingtoherI'mgoodriddanceforherbrother,

yetshefindsthesamebrotherwithme.Eatingout.

Like,Ijustsawmyselfbeingthatweeklytrash

yabona?TrashthatwastakenoutMondaymorning,

onlytoseethatthetruckdidn'tevencomebyto

pickitupsobecauseyoudon'twantdogstotearit

upandmessaroundyouryard,youenduptakingit

backindoors.

Theyreachedourtable,herhusbandgreetedusand

wenttoplacehisorder,bynowthequehad

increasedsohehadtowaitinlineforsometime.

Asenathistoodrightnexttoherbrother,her



arm/elbowonhisshoulder...

Asenathi:yifamilyouting,akusemnandi

mntakabawo.

Nkosinathi:anisebahle,beniyephi?

Asenathi:wewenttothespa,thenwewatched

movies,nowwewereonourwaytoMacroforhis

gymsupplementswhenIspottedyouguys.

Nkosinathi:mmh,haveabitewhilewaitingforhim.

Shetookapiece,ateitwhilelookingmeupand

downwithdisgustwrittenalloverherface.Isaida

smallinternalprayertoGodjusttogetmymouth

shut,nothingelse.Justformymouthtobeshut

kuyoyonkeintoazothiayithethebecauseI'm

alwaysthebitteroneattheendoftheday.

Asenathi:whenlastdidyouspeaktomom?

Nkosinathi:lastweek,why?



Asenathi:justasking,shewasn'tfeelingwelllast

night.Somepaininherabdomen.

Nkosinathi:Ididn'tknowthat,I'llcallherlatertoday.

Asenathi:howwereyoutoknowwhenyou'rebusy

chasingafterwomen?

Nkosinathi:huh?

Asenathi:youhaven'tcheckedonyourmotherfor

overaweekyetyourmotherisnotfeelingwelland

you'reherehavingbrunch,unqekekilewitha

woman.

Nkosinathi:sobecausemymotherisnotfeeling

wellmyownlifemustcometoastandstill?Umama

unomyeni,hecantakecareofher.

Shedidn'tanswerhim.

Nkosinathi:andyouspoketoher,youknowshe's

notfeelingwellyetyou'reherewatchingmovies

andgoingformassageswithyourhusband?Why

aren'tyoubabysittingherathomethen?



Asenathi:atleastIdidn'tignoreherforanentire

week,myhusbandandIareactuallyonourwayto

seeher.

Nkosinathi:good,sendhermygreetings.

Shestoppedchewingandlookedathim.

Nkosinathi:what?

Asenathi:you'renotserious.

Nkosinathi:ifumamawantedmetoknowshe'snot

feelingwellshewouldhavecalledme.She'sgotall

mynumbers.

Asenathi:she'sundertheimpressionthatyou're

busy.

Nkosinathi:andIambusy,asyoucansee.

Sherolledhereyes.



Asenathi:ubusynoCassandra?Reallynow?

Kunqabeamantombibra?Ithoughtyouwereover

this.

Nkosinathi:eweAsenathiIambusywithCassandra,

yesreally,noakunqabangamantombiandnoI'm

notoveranything.Next?

Shelaughed.

Asenathi:uyirubbishyomntumntakatata.Rubbish,

trash.

Nkosinathi:Idon'twannadowhatmymindistelling

todotoyourightnow,soifyou'llexcuseusplease.

Asenathi:soyou'rejustgonnadismissme?

Nkosinathi:disrespectCassonceagain,rightnow

Asenathiandseeifdismissingyouistheonlything

I'lldotoyou.Justtry.

Shelaughed.



Hysterically.

Ifeltthehairatthebackofmyneckstand,my

palmsweresweating.Iputmyfooddown,grabbed

atissuefrommybagandwalkedtotheloowithout

sayingaword.Ifoundanemptycubicleandjust

satthere,Ifeltlikecrying,butIdidn'tallowmyself

to.Iwasn'tgoingtoallowmyselftocry,notnow.

Nothere.AfterafewminutesIflushedandlooked

atmyselfinthemirror,mycheekswerebloodshot.

Me:calmdownbabe,calmdown.

Ismiledatmyselfandwalkedout,theywerestillat

it.Herhusbandwasthefourthinthereceivingline.I

satbackdownandcheckedonmysoninsilence.

Asenathi:I'mconvincednowmorethaneverthat

umdlisileumntakamamawena.

BecauseI'mnot"wena"Iignoredher.Wandinyola



emlenzeningeenyawojusttogetmyattention...I

didn'tevenbothertolookup.

Me:Nkosinathi.

Nkosinathi:Asenathipleaseleave.

Asenathi:haibomntakza,ubizwakubekanyenawe

ugragrame?YhoYhoYhouyityenentshwela.

Peoplewerestartingtogetdrawntousbecause

shewasraisinghervoice.Nkosinathigotupand

tookourthings,herhusbandwasnowapproaching

us

Asenathi:Nathi?

Nkosinathi:phakamaCasss'hambeni.Pleasepush

Ukhonaout.

Me:thankyou.

Asenathi:Nathidon'tallowhertodothistoyou,

whyareyouallowingyourselftobehurtallover



againwhenyouknowshe'ssleepingwith

Mpumelelo?

Hedidn'tanswerher,thehusbandgottous

sesihambaonsomelousy"Haiboguys,what's

goingon?"wedidn'tanswerhim,wejustwalkedout

andwentstraighttotheparkinglot.Igotinthefront

andloweredmychairsoIcouldsleeponmyback,

hestrappedhisson,packedourthingsintheboot.

"Sbari....HeeeySbari...YhimaniaphoNdoda....Heh

Nkomfowethukhawumemfondini"

WebothcouldhearAsenathi'shusbandcallingafter

Nkosinathibuthegotinhiscaranywayanddrove

insilenceforthefirstfifteenminutes.Afterashort

whilehefoundabusstopandparkedthecar,his

headfoundrestonthesteeringwheelforacouple

ofminutesthenhelookedsidewaysatme.



Nkosinathi:I'msorry.

Me:pleasetakemehome.

Nkosinathi:ndcelauxolonyhaniforwhatjust

happened.

Me:Please.Take.Me.Home.

Hestartedhiscaranddroveattheslowestpaceto

everexist.Afterabout5minutessihambainone

placeIspokeup,lookingattheroadahead.Iwasn't

upset,Iwasn'tirritatedbutIwassomething...My

stomachwasheatingupandinknots.

Me:ifyou'llbedrivinglikethisuntilwegethome

youmightaswelltakeustothetaxirank.

Nkosinathi:I'msorry.

Me:Iheardyou,nowcanyoudrive?Orusapha

ndiziqhubeleke.

Nkosinathi:youheardmebutyou'venotforgiven

me.



Me:forwhatexactly?

Nkosinathi:puttingyouthroughthat.Iknowwejust

spokeaboutthisAsenathiissueandIwilldealwith

it.Notatapublicplace.

Me:you'restillgoingtodrivemehomeright?Atthe

appropriatespeed?

Hesighedanddrovengo80,Ilayonthatchair

weighingthiswhole"let'stryagain"bullshit.Wasit

reallynecessary?Like,didwereallyhavetotry

again?Couldn'twejustpartwaysandavoidthe

dramaaltogetherbecausedayslikethesewerea

guarantee.Thiswasn'tthelastofthem,therewere

morepackedsomewhereandforhowlongwouldI

beabletocontrolmyselfwhenI'maroundher?No

man,wedidn'thaveto.
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Wegottomyhouseandheparked,helpedmewith



thechildandtheshoppingbags.HemadeMilli

comfortableandsatdownwaitingformewhileI

wenttoputMilli'sbagsinhisnursery,myshopping

bagsinmyroomandthenIwenttogrababottleof

waterfromthefridge,joinedthemndaselaamanzi

ndithecwaka.

Nkosinathi:shefeelsbetrayedseeingustogether

afterwhattranspiredbetweenthetwoofyouthat

daywewerehere.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:Ipromise,I'lldealwithher.Ipromise

youthat.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:canyoustopsayingthat?

Me:what?

Nkosinathi:"okay"

Me:sorry.



Helookedatme...Irritated.

Nkosinathi:babe.

Isatproperly...

Me:mamelaneh,thankyoufortoday,youprobably

madesomesacrifices,skippedsomemeetingsjust

tobeheresoenkosi.Weappreciatetheeffort.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotherebecauseIwannabe

applaudedforbeingaresponsiblefathertomyson.

I'mherebecauseIwanttobeherewiththetwoof

you.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:Cassandrapleaseman,please.

IchuckledandgotupfromwhereIsat,Itooka

strideacrosstheroom.



Nkosinathi:babypleas-

Me:willyoustopbeggingme!

Hegotupfromwherehehadsatandtookafew

stepstowardsme,thenstopped.

Nkosinathi:noIwon't,Iwon'tstopbeggingyouuntil

youseewhatIsee.

Me:NkosinathiDakumbastopfuckingbeggingme

andstartfacingtherealitythatI'llneverbefriends

norwillIeverbecivilwithyoursister.I'llprobably

neverwantyourfamilynearmychild,ever.Doyou

getthat???Doesitmakesense???

Nkosinathi:yesitmakessense,Imightnottotally

agreewithitbutbasedonyourreasonsyesIgetit.

Itmakesperfectsense.

Ihissed.

Hewasactingsmartonme.



Hetooktwomorestepstowardsme.Hewasacting

likehe'sscaredofme,orwashethinkingof

corneringmelikeapredator?

Me:ittookalotformetoallowmyselftogoout

withyoutoday,Iwaswillingtoseewhatyoukeep

sayingyou'reseeingbutforsomereasonIkeepon

seeingreality.Ourreality.

Nkosinathi:Asenathiismarried,shehasalifeofher

own.She'snotourreality.

Me:butshe'syoursister,andawunaNOku

Asenathibra.Evenwhenweweredatingbhutindini

wawungenahayikuAsenathi,whatmakesyou

thinkuzobanayeuhayingoku!?

Idon'tknowhowheskippedathousandstepsbutI

foundhimrightupmyfaceandasoureyeslocked,

somethinginthedepthsofmyheartmoved.I

couldn'tsayanotherword,onewouldsayIfrozein

themoment.Paralyzed.Yes,thatwouldbetheright

word.Paralyzed.Seeinghowhelookedatmethat



verymoment,IknewthatifwewerebothtodieI'd

dieknowingthatIlovedhimandhelovedme.

Somethinginhiseyestookmebacktothatbeach

walkItookthedayImethim,somesortoflonging,

affectionthatwasdeeplyburiedinhiseyeshadme

weak.It'shighlypossibleIwasn'tbreathingatall

thatmoment.Highly.

Nkosinathi:CassandraIloveyou.Doyoubelieve

that?Doesthatmakeanysensetoyou?

Myheartansweredhimbutmylipsweredry,my

throatwasdry.Icouldn'tevenfindthewords.He

touchedmyfaceandkissedmylips,automatically

myeyesclosedandIfellintothattrap,Iwaslike

puttyinhishands.WekisseduntilIstoppedhim

(wellnotimmediatelybuthey,Idideventuallystop

him.Thatshouldcountforsomething,right?)buthe

didn'tgivemeroomtomove.Imovedbackwards...

Me:wekeepgoingbackandforth.



Nkosinathi:I'mhere.Fullbody,mindandsoulI'm

herewithyouandourson.Whereareyou?

Iswallowedhard.

WherewasIke?

Akerenawasallovertheplace?Everythingnje

ngamwasamess.

Nkosinathi:I'mwillingtogetyouthebesttherapists

moneycouldeverbuy,I'mwillingtorunawaywith

yousiyohlalanaphinaaphoufunasihlalekhona

sikhuliseumntwanawethusobabini,I'mwillingto

leaveeverythingbehindandstartafreshwithyou.

Butthequestionhereis:Whatareyouwillingtodo?

Yey!

ThatmomentIfeltlentoiyaiqinamos,hewasn't

justsayingweshouldgetbacktogether,ifhe's



willingtogottheextramilethenhemusthavebeen

seriousfromthewordgo.Andthemostpainfulpart

aboutthisconversationwasthatIfeltpainineach

andeverywordheutteredhisheartwasshattered.I

don'tknowwhybuteverytimehespoke,Ifelthis

pain.

Hekissedmyforehead,downmynoseridgeand

ontomylipsthenhestoppedandremovedhis

walletfromhispocket,Ijuststoodtherelookingat

him.Outofhiswalletheremovedabout6cards,out

ofwhich2wereblackcards.

Nkosinathi:Iknowyou'renotaftermymoneybut

takethese,gotoanysalesagentthatsellsizindlu

anywhereandbuyahouse.

Me:what?

Nkosinathi:itwillbeinyourname,Iwon'ttakeit

backshouldthingsnotworkoutbetweenus.ButI'll

sleeppeacefullywhereverIendupknowingthatmy

sonhasaplacehecancallhome,Idon't.



Myheartbroke.

Beforenow,Ihadneverconsideredhisfeelingsin

allofthis.Ihadeneverthoughtofhowhefeltabout

hisfather,hisrelationshipwithbothhisparents

phofu.ThisstrifebetweenmnanoAsenathi,Ihad

neverconsideredhiminanyofthesethingsorhow

thesethingsaffecthimuntilnow.

Me:I'msorry...

Hesmiledandnod.

Me:Ireallyam,abouteverything.

Nkosinathi:youdidnothingwrong,nothingisyour

fault.Justdomeonethingandbuildahomeformy

son.Ahouseisnotahome,moneydoesn'tmakea

home.It'sthewarmthoftheheartandpeacethat

does.



Inod,almostsobbing.

Heliftedmychinandsmiled.

Nkosinathi:sulila,Idon'twantyoutofeelsorryfor

meoverthis.ItoldyouI'llsorteverythingoutand

that'swhatI'mdoingbutwhendoingsoIhaveto

makesuremysonissecuredineverywaypossible.

Iclosedmyeyes...Tryingtobreath,butIwas

experiencingpainslikepinswereprickingmychest.

Nkosinathi:IknowaboutSinathi.Istilllovehereven

thoughshe'snotmine.

Myheartalmoststoppedandmyeyespopped.

Me:what!?



Nkosinathi:ItookyouradviceandhadaDNAtest

donediscreetly,she'snotmine.IcalledSiveaboutit

andsheconfirmed....

HaikeIbrokedownagain,nowIwishedIhadtold

himayivengam,maybeinsteadofthisbetrayalhe

wouldhavenotinvestedsomuchofhisloveand

timeonher.Hehuggedmeethecwaka...

Nkosinathi:youseemtobetheonlypersonwho

hasmybestinterestatheart,youseemtobethe

bestpersonIcantrustwithanythingrightnow.

Please,ambophangelaeKapaasperyourplansbut

takeallthesecardswithyou,lookforahouse

uthengeleumntanamindluumenzeleikhaya

Thixunathi.That'sallI'maskingofyou.

Imovedawayfromhischestandlookedathim,

wipingmyfacewiththebackofmymind.Henever

callsmeThixunathi,never!



Me:uzazibulalaNkosinathi?Kutheniuthethakanje?

Hesmiled.

Me:wipethatsmirkofyourfacemani,you'renot

gonnadothattome.Sozeundenzelelontomnanot

now.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotgonnakillmyself,I'dneverdo

that.

Me:thenwhat?What'sgoingon?

Hetookadeepbreathandsatdown,Isatnextto

him

Me:tatakhe?

Nkosinathi:calmdown.

Me:Nkosinathidon'ttellmetocalmdownmfondini,



whatthehellisgoingonwithyou?

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iknowthat,butwhatisgoingon?

Nkosinathi:soyoudon'tloveme?

Iclosedmyeyesandtearsstreameddownthe

cornersofmyclosedeyes....

Nkosinathi:it'sokay,youdon'thavetosayit.

Me:Iloveyou,butdon'tyouseethat?Und'xelel'ba

allthistimeyouweren'tseeingthat?

Helaughed...

Me:Nkosinathipleasedon'tdothistometorho,

whateveritisthatisgoingonwithyoundcela

ipheleke.Findawaytosortitifitneedstobe

sortedbutjustdon'tdothistome.



Nkosinathi:I'mnotdying.

Me:thenwhat?

Nkosinathi:Iuhm...Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthis.

Me:youwannawriteitdown?

Nkosinathi:Iuhm...Ihaveaproblemwithmyheart.

Iwasn'tonabusinesstripinDurbanbutIwentto

seeugqirhawhoconfirmedthatIhaveaheart

problem.

Me:no.

Nkosinathi:I'msorry,youalreadyhavealotgoing

onforyouIdidn'twannaaddtoit.

Me:howbadisit?

Nkosinathi:wetookteststobesure,butnextweek

I'mflyingtotheUKtohaveanoperation,anything

kemighthappenbutallwecandoisprayandhope

forthebest.

Isattherefeelingnumb.

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytohim,howtomakehim



feelbetter.Ididn'tevenhavetearsbutmyheartwas

soooooopainful.IheldontomychestasIfeltmy

ownheartbeatingfast...

Nkosinathi:SeewhyIdidn'twannatellyou?

Hegrabbedmybottleandgaveme,Idrankthe

wholecontentsandputitdown.

Me:I'msorry.I'mreallysorryIknowIalso

contributedtothisIamreallysorry.

Nkosinathi:don'tdothisCassandra,don't.It'snot

yourfault.

Me:butitis...Tosomeextent.

Nkosinathi:canyoucryugqibefortoday?Like,I

needyoutobeinyoursenses.Ineedyoutobe

strongrightnow.

Ilookedathim.



Hewasn'tjoking,hewascommandingmetopull

myselftogether.Phew!Whatdoesbeingstrong

meankanene?Wheredowebegin?Wheredowe

startbeingstrong?
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Isattherenotknowingwhattodonorwhattosay.I

feltnumb.

Nkosinathi:Cass?

Me:ubuzondixelelanini?

Nkosinathi:Iwasn'tgonnatellyou.

Ilookedathim.

Nkosinathi:you'refragile,Ireallywasn'tgonnatell

you.



Me:youweremadatmefornottellingyou

everythingIwasgoingthroughyetkwawenayou

hidesuchthingsfromme?Like,rightnowofall

times?

Hesighedandstoodup,tookhissonandputhim

onhischest.Iwatchedtheminsilence.Forsome

reasonIfeltlikeMillibroughthimsomuchpeace,I

hadnoticedacoupleoftimeswhenhewouldwalk

in,takeMilliandputhimonhischestbutIdidn't

makeanythingoutofthatuntilnow.

IgotupandwenttomakeMilli'sbottleusinghis

formula.Theycametostandbythekitchen

entrance...

Nkosinathi:ayiqumbisineh?

Iignoredhim.



Nkosinathi:mamakhe?

Me:Nkosinathi?

Nkosinathi:pleasedon'tdothis.

Isighed.

Me:I'mjust...I'mupsetwithyou,andatthesame

timeI'mworriedaboutyou,alltogetherI'mmadat

myselfbecausethere'snothingIcandotohelpyou.

Nkosinathi:don'tbemadatyourself.

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Me:didyouatleasttellAsenathiwhatyou'regoing

through?

Nkosinathi:no,Idon'twantanyoneelsetoknow.

Me:whynot?I'msureshewillsupportyou.Like

you'vealwayssupportedher.



Nkosinathi:I'msuretoobutandifuni.

Me:whykaloku?

Nkosinathi:canyoujusttrustme?

Me:Itrustyou.

Nkosinathi:noyoudon't,pleasejusttrustmeand

allowmetodothisngalendlelaendifunauyenza

ngayo.

Me:okayI'msosorry.

Nkosinathi:it'sokay.

WhenIwasdoneIdecidedtocookforthefam

whilehehadMilliinhisarms.Wemadesmall

conversationseverynowandthenuntilIwasdone

andthenheleft.Itookmysontomyroomandwe

hadanap.Mysisterscamehomethenwejoined

themfordinnerandchilledforawhilebeforeweall

wenttobed.CindyapparentlymissedMillitosuch

anextentthatsheaskedtosleepwithhimforthe

night.Ididn'tmind.



Atabout10pmIjustthoughtofcheckinguponhis

fathersoIcalledhimandhedidn'tanswer.Icalled

himformorethansixtimesbuthestilldidn't

answerandIstartedpanicking.Igotoutofbedand

wentdownstairs...injustshortpj'sandslippers.

Siki:hayuyaphielixesha?

Me:uhm...

Ithoughtshe'dbeinherbedkaloku,Imeanit'svery

late.

Siki:Sandra?

Me:Ineedtogooutforafewminutessisi.

Siki:it'slate,uyaphi?

Me:I'mgoingtocheckonNkosinathi.

Hereyesalmostpoppedoutasshetitledherhead



totheleft.

Siki:uyatakaCassandra?Really?

Me:Haibosisi.

Siki:Haibontoni?

Isighed.

Me:hewashereearlierandhe'snotfeelingwell.I

calledhimjusttofindouthowhe'sfeelingnowbut

he'snotansweringhisphonesoIneedtogocheck

uponhim.

Siki:doesn'thehaveafamily?

Me:hedoes,buttheydon'tknowhe'snotokay.He

didn'ttellthem.

Siki:buttoldyou?

Me:hewouldn'thavetoldmeifMillicouldtalk.



Wathula...

Me:Iwon'tbelong,Ijustwannamakesureifhe's

fine.

Siki:I'llwaitup.

Me:noproblem.

Igrabbedthecarkeysanddrovelikeamaniacto

Nkosinathi'shouse.ThelightswereonsoIcalled

himagain...Hestilldidn'tanswer.Isatthere

wonderingwhattodo.ThenSikicalled.

Me:sisi?

Siki:howfarareyou?

Me:Ijustgothere,hislightsareonbuthe'sstillnot

answeringhisphone.

Siki:arethegateslocked?

Me:ndoyikaukwehlikaandgocheckleincincibut



I'llkeepcalling.

Siki:orcallhisfriends,maybehe'snotevenhome.

Me:neh?LemmedrivetoMasixoleandfindout.

Siki:CasskulateandkuseBhayiapha.It'snotsafe

foryoutodoyonkelentouyenzayothistime

uwedwainacar.

Isighed.

Me:okayI'llhootwhilecallinghimke,maybeuzode

avule.

Siki:okay,I'llcallyouagain.

Me:sure.

IhungupandcalledNkosinathi,hooting.Ididn't

careabouthisneighborsanymoreke.Onthethird

hooterheansweredhisphone.



Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:vulaigate.

Nkosinathi:what?

Me:vula.Igate.

Icouldhearhisfootstepsoverthephoneandthen

thefrontdooropened,hestoodoutsidethedoor

shakinghishead.

Nkosinathi:whatareyoudoingherethistime?

Me:areyougonnaopenthisgateornot?

IwatchedthegateopenasIhungupthecalland

droveinandparked,gotoutandwalkeduptohim.

Nkosinathi:andthen?

Me:whyweren'tyouansweringyourphones?



Iaskedhimwhilewalkingrightpasthim,intohis

house.Uninvited.Hejustfollowedbehindme.

Nkosinathi:Iwasbusyinthestudyandmyphones

werechargingelounge.

Me:you'relying.

Hechuckled.

Ilookedaroundandsawthathewaslying.Hewas

actuallystuffinghimselfwithjunkfood.

Me:kutheniuzimincangecake?Mmhneribs...Oh

andchips,obviouslynewhiskeyaccompaniedbya

cigar.Akumnandi,uthiubusenzaniestudy?

Hejustsmiledandlookedatme.

Istoodthere,finishinguphischips.



Nkosinathi:Ijustwantedtobealone.

Me:youcouldhavepickedupthephone,liedtome

andsayyou'rehomesafeandokay.Ndilale,I

wouldn'thavearguedwithyou.Iwouldn'thave

comeallthewayhere.

Helookedaroundandlaughed.

Me:feelingsorryforyourselfnow?

Nkosinathi:notreally.Ijustfeltlikebeing

irresponsibleforonenight.

Me:goodthingyoudidn'tchoosedrinkingand

driving.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotplanningtokillmyself.

Me:that'sgoodtohear.

Ipickedupeverythingthatwasscatteredonthe

groundandhejustwatchedmeforthefirstfew

secondsthenhehelpedme.Wequicklycleanedup



hislounge,cakebackinthefridgeandeverything

elsebackintoitsrightfulplace.Ilookedaround,it

wasbetterthanwhenIwalkedin...

Me:okay,you'realiveandstillsmiling.Lemmego

backhome.

Iwalkedout.

HefollowedbehindmeuntilIgottothecar.

Nkosinathi:thankyou.

Me:forwhat?Ruiningyourplans?

Nkosinathi:fornotgivingupwhenIpurposely

ignoredyou.

Me:youignoredmengeminierongo,tryagain

ngomsomfethu.

Helaughed.



Istartedthecarandreversedoutofhisproperty.

Me:seeyouaround.

Nkosinathi:seeyouksasa.Textmewhenyouget

home.

Me:sure.

Idrovebackhomeandhelockedhisgates.After

parkingthecarItextedhim"homesafe"andwalked

inside,mysisterwasreallywaitingup.

ShejumpedoffherseatasIwalkedin...

Siki:umfumene?

Me:yep,allaliveandwallowinginhissorrows.

Siki:what'swrongwithhim.

Igrinned.



Me:Ican'treallytellyou.

Siki:Haibowhy,ishedying?

Me:heaskedmenotto.

Siki:yousaidhisfamilydoesn'tknow.

Me:yes,hedoesn'twanttotellthem.

Siki:whynot?Whatifhereallydieske?Akuzothwa

ubulewenguwe?

Me:Idon'tknow.I'llseethatifitgetstoit.

Iswitchedoffthekitchenlight...

Me:goodnightsis.

Siki:heeeemnkq,night.

Sheswitchedofftheloungelightsandwewentour

separateways.Therewasnothingshewasgoingto

doforhimevenifItoldher,she'snotaheart



surgeon.
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Iwentoutwithmyson,madehimchoosethemovie

weweregoingtowatchforthenightandthenwe

grabbedourpopcornsandwentin.Iinformedmy

friends(JaredandLeroy)aboutourwhereabouts

sincetheyarethemenintheforefrontofthis

trackingish.TheywouldknowifI'mindangerorif

we'rebeingfollowed.Itwasn'tevenfifteenminutes

intothemoviewhenJaredsentmealocation...

Followedbyatext"ya'llarebeingfollowed"butI

didn'tpanic,Iwasn'tgonnapanicndihambanoAmo

anyway.Wewatchedourmovieandthenheaded

home,wenttothefuelstationfirst,Iboughthim

juicewhileIboughtmyselfcoffeeandcondoms

thenafterfillingupthecarwewenthome...

Ilookedathim,hewasquiet.

Helookedhappyhuthewasquiet.Likehewas

deepinthoughtorjustweighingdownsomethings.



Me:youokay?

Henodsmiling.

Me:yousure?You'vebeentooquiet.

Helookedatme...

Amo:amIallowedtovisityouagain?

Me:doyouwantto?

Amo:ifyouwantmeto,yes.

Me:youcanvisitanytimeyouwanttovisitmyboy,

evenforweekends.

Amo:yhuuTamkhuluwouldneverallowweekend

visits,maybeschoolholidays.

Me:andyourdad?

Amo:daddoesn'twantustovisitatall.Buthe

allowsustovisitgrans.

Me:why?



Amo:hesaysweeatalot,he'dratherhaveus

emptyhiscupboardsthangohungryinother

people'shouses.

Ilaughed.

Amo:nomamaagreesmosttimes.

Me:alrightthen,anythingthatworksforyouI'm

game.

Amo:okay.DoesuTamkhuluknowyou?

Me:yep.

Amo:areyoufriendswithhim?

Me:let'sjustsayhedoesn'treallylikeme.

Amo:isthatwhytheynevertoldyouaboutme?

Inod...

Me:butpleasedon'tholdthatagainstthem,I'm



suretheyhadtheirreasons.

Henod...

Amo:wellatleastIhaveanauntnow,Ionlyhave

unclesbackhome.

Ilaughed.

Me:andI'venoticedthatyouloveyouraunt.

Helaughed.

Amo:she'sfunandsheallowsmetowatch

YouTubeonherphone.

Me:andyou'reherfavoriteIcantell.

Amo:shesaidifIpasswithatleast3distinctions

endoftheyearshe'sbuyingmeaPS3.

Me:youthinkyoucanmatchupwiththat?



Amo:3distinctions?Yep.

Me:aw,cavatheconfidenceboy!

Webothlaughedoutloud.

Ienjoyedtheridehomemorethanthemoviedate.

Amo:lastyearIgot2soI'msureIcanworkhard

enoughtomakethethirdone.

Me:haikebhutiputinthework.Nothingcomesfree

inlife.

Amo:evenanallowance?

Me:youwantmetogiveyouanallowance?

Amo:Ialreadygetoneathomebutitwouldn'thurt

havingasecondone.

Me:whatwouldyoudowiththesecondone?

Amo:saveit,I'llneeditwhenIgotovarsity.

Ilookedathim...



Amo:Ihaveachickensathome,Iwannastart

poultryfarmingbutTamkhulusaidIcanonlymake

businessdecisionsaftermy18thbirthdayandhe's

willingtoinvestifIputintheworknow.

Me:Isee...Well,whenyouhavetime,drawupyour

businessplan.Imightwannainvestintothis

farmingofyoursaswell.

Amo:whenIgethomeI'llemailittoyou,Ialready

haveit.

Me:Yeyuyay'thandaimaliAmohelo,you'vegot

everythinginplace.

Amo:Haibobhutiwhodoesn'tlovemoney?

Ilaughedathim,cleverteenager!

Hesmiledandtookasipofhisjuiceasweparked.

WewalkedinsidetheflatandJaredsentanother

sms..."dropthekidandleave"soIdropAmowith

hisauntandaskedhismothertowalkmeout,she



wasThulawhenwewalkedin.Wegottothe

lounge...

Ase:ya'llareallsmiles.

Me:canwegoforaride?

Ase:Ithoughtitwasn'tsafe.

Me:I'llprotectyou.Comeon.

Shechuckled,Iopenedthedoorforher,shewalked

outandthenwegotintomycar.IcalledJaredwhile

drivingout...

Jared:Boy.

Me:what'sup?

Jared:gotothenearesthotelandleaveyourcar

there,theymanagedtogettoitwhenyouwere

watchingmoviesanditwillblowupinthenexthour.

Me:mmkay.



Jared:it'sinsured,right?

Me:Ithinkso.

Jared:let'shopeso.

Me:ayt,Thanksbuddy.

Jared:cheers.

IdrovetotheSeaPoint,Asesawthebeachand

smiled.

Ase:siyaphi?

Me:siyataka.

Sheburstoutlaughing.

Ase:you'remischievousMpumi.

Me:spontaneous,romantic.Yes.



Sheblushed.

Weparked,ImadesureItookouteverythingfrom

thecaraswewenttothereservationsandluckily

therewereavailablerooms.Iusedmywork

allowancetopayfortheroom,Ihadenoughonmy

cardforfood.WewenttoourroomandIshowered

first,shehadshoweredearlierwhenItoldherI'm

takingtheladout.BythetimeIwalkedoutofthe

showershehadalreadyorderedwineandour

dinner...

Ase:Ihopeyoudon'tmind.

Me:notatall.

Iwalkeduptoherandkissedher,shekissedme

backgiggling.Ikissedher,herbodyslowlygoing

forthebeduntilithitthewhitesheetsandwejust

soakedourselvesintheatmosphereofkissesand

lust.Iwentdownonher,shewascleanand

trimmedasifshecamehereexpectingtogetsome.

Well,afterhertwoclimaxesIkissedmywayup.She



sliddownandwentdownonme,andshe

swallowed.Camebackupandlookedatme...

Ase:Ididn'texpectthis.

Me:soyoushavedyourpussybecauseyouhad

nothingtodo?

Shegiggled,bitingmylips

Me:like,seriously?

Ase:Ishavedbecauseit'shot,andpubichair

makesmeuncomfortable.

Me:yeahright,comehere.

Ismackedherassandwekissedagain,turnedher

oversoshewasbeneathmeagain.

Ase:I'mserious.



Me:uyaxoka,youwerehopingtogetsome.

Sheblushed,lookingaway.

Ikissedherneck,downheboobsandfocusedon

arousinghernipples.Sheunintentionallyreleaseda

moan,Ichuckled.

Ase:staaaaap.

Me:mh?

Shegiggled..."aaahmynipplesbaby"Istoppedand

kissedheronthelips.Iknewthatwhenaroused,

nipplescanbesensitivehenceIdidn'tstaylong

afterthatsoftoutcry.Igrabbedmyjacketandtook

outacondomndamnika...

Me:caretodothehonors?

Ase:whynot?



Shetookthepacket,removedtwoandputoneon

thepedestalnexttothebedwhileremovingthefoil

fromtheotherone.Imovedandlayonmyback,

givingherfullaccess...Justasshefinished

insertingthecondomonme,weheardaloudburst

andscreams.Webothjumpedandranforthe

window.Thenwelookedateachotherwhenwe

sawthesmokecomingfromwherewehadparked

thecar...

Ase:ohno.

Me:itcan'tbe.

Ase:ohfuckNo!

Shequicklygotdressedandranout,Ipulledthe

hotelgownandranafterhersafikasekugcwelethe

hotelmanagementaroundthecar.Itwasstillin

flames,buttheyweretryingtoputthefireoutusing

extinguisherswhilewaitingforthefiretrucks.Iwas



socalm,yeseveryonewasshocked,panickingand

runningaroundandIjuststoodtherewatchingit

burntoashes.ShewalkeduptowhereIwas

standingandhookedherarmontomine.

Ase:I'msorry.

Ididn'tanswerher...Iwantedhertohavethe

impressionthatndothukile.Youknowsomepeople

don'treallytalkwhentheyareshockedorupset?I

wastappingintothosekindapeoplethatvery

moment,Icouldn'taffordforhertoknowthatI

knewallalongthatthiswouldhappen.AllIwas

prayingforwasthatthecarwasinsuredespanso

thattheinsurancepaysoutndingabhataliinto

endingayenzangangabom.
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Thefiretruckscamebutitwasalreadygood

enoughforuTshiks,thepolicemenarrivedand



askedquestions...

Themanagementdidn'tactuallyknowwhothe

belongedtoandtheyweregivingtheirown

statementswhenAsenathileftmeandwalkedupto

wherethemanagerzandthepolicestood,aftera

fewminutestheywalkeduptome.

Detective:Meneer,isditjoukar?

Ase:uhm,it'sacompanycarsir.

Detective:Kanhyniepraatvirhomself'ie?

Manager:uhmdetective,maybeweshouldgo

inside.Hedoesn'tlookokay.

Detective:hylykstonedekse.

Me:eitheryoudoyourworkproperlyoryoushutthe

fuckup,detective!

Hiseyesalmostpoppedout,Iwalkedbehindthe

managerandwenttothereceptionarea.The

receptionistmademeElGreytea,Itooktwosips



andlookedatthedetective.

Me:areyougonnastareatmethewholenight,

detective?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Detective:uhm,Mr?

Me:MpumeleloSirhonyi.

Detective:MrShihlonyi,wouldyo-

Me:itsSirhonyi,detective.

Detective:that'swhatIsaid,Shihlonyi.

Me:Si-rho-nyi.

Detective:MrShihlonyi.

Irolledmyeyes...



Detective:I'msorryIcannotpronounceyour

surnameproperlysir,myapologies.Canyoutellme

whathappened?

Me:whathappenedwhere?

Detective:toyourcar.

Me:Idon'tknow.Iwasinmyroom,heardaburst

andwalkedouttofindpeoplesurroundingmy

burningcar.

Detective:that'sit?

Me:yes.

Detective:doyouknowifyourcarhadanyfaults?

Me:notthatIknowof.

Detective:whenlastwasitserviced?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustgotit.

Detective:gotitfromwhere,sir?

Me:it'sacompanycardetectiveastheladytold

yououtside.

Detective:ohsorry,Iapologize.Areyousureyou



knownothingaboutwhatmighthavehappenedto

yourcarsir?

Ilookedathim...

Detective:I'msorryMrSihl-uhmsir,Iunderstand

you'reindistressbutI'mjustdoingmyjobhere.

Me:good,nowcanIgobacktomyroom?

Detective:pleasetakemycard,justincaseyou

remembersomethingthatmighthelpus.

Me:yaskeyayimurdercasele.Mxm.

Itookhiscardandwenttomyroom.Asenathi

stayedbehindforalongwhile,Igottotheroomand

removedthecondomwhilecallingJared.

Jared:Sirhonyi.

Me:iphelile.



Jared:Iknow,butIchecked.It'sinsured.

Me:huh?

Jared:I'matthecrimescenetoo,Isawyourcalm

assactingshockedtothatdetective.

Heburstourlaughing,Ismiled,Iwantedtolaugh

butAsenathicouldn'twalkinonmendihlekaafter

this.Thatwouldbesuspicious.

Me:you'resick.

Jared:you'reworse.

Me:hahayeahright,sowhat'snext?

Jared:justmakesureyouinformyourbossright

nowabouttheincident,sohecanclaimandcallhis

insurerstosendatowtrucktofetchthecar.

Me:I'monit.Thanksbuddy.

Jared:I'mflyingouttoJoburgtomorrow,butLeroy

willholdthefortuntilSaturdaywhenIcomeback.



Me:aytman.

Wehungup.

Iinformedmyboss,theypromisedtosendatow

truckwithinanhour,Asenathiwalkedbackinwhile

Iwashavingaglassofherwine.Shesatdownin

silenceforafewminutes...

Ase:babe?

Me:mh?

Ase:haveyouuhm,calledtheinsurers?

Me:wasityourfather?

Ase:huh?

Me:undivile.

Shestoodupandwalkedaround...

Me:youknowhe'saround,youknowheknowsyour



whereaboutsrightnow.Wasithim?

Ase:Idon'tknow.

Me:youdon'tknow?Really,youdon'tknow?

Ase:baby...

Me:don'tyoufuckenbabyme!Don'tyoufucken

darebabymerightnow.

Ase:I'mso-

Me:whatifthiscarburntwhileIwasoutwithAmo?

WhatifitburntwhileIwasdrivingwithyou?

Ase:whyareyoumakingthismyfault?

Me:who'sfaultisit?Mine?

Ase:baby...Tryingtoblameeachotherisnotgonna

helpusrightnow.Whatmattersishowwefight

back,ifwearefightingbackandifnot.Whatdowe

donow?

Idownedthatglass,removedmygownandgotin

bedndalalamna.Idon'tknowhowlongshesat

therebutwhenIeventuallyranoutofsleep,she



wassoftlysnoringrightnexttome.Igotupand

wentoutside,Iwenttocheckonthecaranditwas

towed,theyleftareceiptwiththehotelmanagerfor

me.Igotitandwentbacktomyroomandjust

watchedAsenathi.

Icouldn'tsleep,kusendihleliandsheeventually

wokeupsendivasilebutndingekanxibi.Iwas

practicallyjustwaitingforherbaavukesihambe.

ShesatupandlookedatmeasIstoodbythe

window,havingbathedalreadybutstillinthe

morninggown.Icouldfeelhereyesonmyback...

Ase:morning.

Me:goodmorning.

Ase:didyousleepatall?

Ishookmyhead...

Shesighedandgotoutofbed,wenttothelooand

cameback.Iturnedtolookather.



Me:youhungry?

Ase:no.

Me:usure?

Ase:yesI'msure.

Shegotinbedagainanddidn'tsayaword.Isat

nexttoher...

Me:look,I'msorryaboutlastnight.

Shejustlookedatme.

Me:Ishouldn'thavesaidthethingsIsaidtoyou,we

arebothvictimshere.IguessIjustreactedoutof

shockandanger.I'msorrybabe.

Ase:youshoutedatme.Like,youliterallyraised

yourvoiceatmeoversomethingIdidn'tdo,

somethingIhadnocontrolover.



Me:Iknow,andI'msorry.

Shedidn'tanswerme...

Itriedtokissher,sheducked.

Me:I'msorry...You'renotreallygonnaletyourdad

getbetweenusnow,willyou?

Ase:mydadisnottheproblemhere,weare.

Me:okay,canIbegivenachancetoproperly

apologizethen?

Ase:you'veapologizedalready,Iheardyou.I've

forgivenyoulastnightalready,Ijustdon'tlikebeing

blamedforthingsIdidn'tdo.ThingsI'dneverdo.

Me:okay,noted.

Ase:especiallysincewebothknowwho'sresp-

Ijustkissedheresadwaba.



ForsomereasonthismorningIjustwasn'tinthe

moodfortalkingtoomuchbutIhadtoapologizeso

thatwecouldkeepthepeaceandbecauseIhaveto

beonhergoodbooks.AlluntilIhavefullaccess

andcustodyofmyson.

Iremovedeverypieceoffabricthatshehadonher

bodyandworshippedherbodylikeitwasthelast

mealonearth.Hersubtlemoansandsoftpushes

weremotivationenoughformetokeepgoing,Itore

thecondomfoilmyselfthistimearoundandweng

onwiththebusiness.Twothesecondoneanddid

whatIdobest,torethethirdoneandflippedher

oversoshecouldridewhileIrestedabitandride

didshe!

Eithershehadliedtomeaboutbeingthelastman

inthereorshewaswatchingwaytoomuchporn

buteitherway,Iwasn'tcomplaining.Sheknewwhat

wasrequiredofherandshedeliveredahundred

andfiftypercent.Afterallwasdoneshelayonmy



chestandshuthereyeswhileIlaytherewishingI

hadacigarandashot.

Ase:I'mafraidyoumightbetheonlymantoeverbe

abletoquenchmythirst.

Me:you'llneverknowuntilyoumeetothermen.

Ase:true,butI'mokayrighthere.

Me:usure?

Shekissedmybreastplate.

Ase:verysure.Youcompleteme.

Well...Ididn'trespond.

Hadthingsnotreachedthestagethattheyhad

reached,regardingAmo'sexistence,maybeI'dsay

thesamebutbecauseInowknowmore.Icouldn't

lietoherjusttomakeherfeelbetter,notsaying



therewon'tbeatimewhenI'llactuallydolietoher

tomakeherfeelbetterbutrightnowwasnotit.I

wasn'theretocompletenoone'spuzzleofalife,i

washeretogetmyson.That'sit.
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#Cassandra

InafewdaysafterNkosinathitoldmeabouthis

heartproblemIhadtoleaveforCapeTowntostart

over.Startatanewjob,newprovince,newlife.Dad

accompaniedmeaspromisedandhestayedfora

fewdaysphakwabhuti,Mpumelelohadgoneoutof

thecountrysoIdidn'tseehim.AssoonasItold

NkosinathithatI'velandedheaskedformyaddress

sohecoulddelivermycarandhedid...

Dad:Tyhinilentwana.AnentireJaguarCassandra?

Ilaughedatmydad'sexclamation.



Me:hesaidyekaMilli,butIhavetomaintainitwhile

MilliisstillintheEC.

Steve:uyaxokawathiyeyakho,nguenkosiforgiving

himuMillion.

Me:samedifference.

Steve:uzuzenoBillionnexttime,maybe

kuzothengwaiLamborghini.

Dad:ndikukhabexakulaphokemntanam,

ndikudibanisenoNkosinathingaphakoko.

MybrotherandIlaughedatdad.Obviously,Iwasn't

gonnagetmyselfpregnantagain,notinamillion

years.IendurediintlungundindedwakuMilliand

hisdadwasbusyeatingsushiacrosstheglobe

withwhitewomen,neveragain.Yhuneveragain.I'd

rathersellmywombordonatemyeggsotherthan

fallingpregnantagain.



IstayedwithBhutSteveandhiswife.Yes,Steve

hadawifewhowasn'treallyfondofvisitingusin

theECorshewasfond,justthatshewasalways

working.Anyonebetweenthosetwo...Wenever

reallyaskedfurtherxakusithiwashe'sworking.I

beganonMondayemsebenziniandallIcouldoff

wasmyson itwasthefirsttimeever,afterhis

birththatIwasgoingtospendthewholeday

withoutseeinghim.

Istruggled,Istruggleadjustingtothelovely

environment.Ijustwantedtopackmythingsndiye

emntaneniwammna.WhenIgothomeafterworkI

wentstraighttomyroomandcried,Nkosinathi

calledwhileIwascryingsoIignoredhistwocalls

andonlyansweredwhenhecalledthethirdtime.

Butnow,hedidn'tjustcall,hevideocalled.

Iansweredthecallbutdidn'tsayawordtohim.

Untilhespokeupfirst.



Nkosinathi:whyyoucrying?

Ijustshookmyhead.

Nkosinathi:babe?What'sgoingon?

Me:Imisshim.

Nkosinathi:who?Ukhona?

Inod,hesmiled.

Nkosinathi:that'sunderstandablenjena,butyou

gottarememberwhyyou'rethere.Itisforhimas

muchasitisforyou.

Me:IknowbutI'msurelamacardwakhocan

sustainusforawhileyazi.

Helaughed.

Me:I'mserious.

Nkosinathi:Iknowyouare,butthat'snotyoutalking.



That'sthepartofyourheartthatmissesyourson.

Youwouldgetbored,livingoffsomeoneelse's

moneyandsittingonyourpotentialtosucceed.

Isighed.

Nkosinathi:it'sstilldayone,youwillgetusedtothis

changeandsowillhe.Don'tbetoohardonyourself.

Me:mh.

Nkosinathi:howwaswork?

Me:kuright.Friendlystaff.

Nkosinathi:that'sgoodtohear.

Me:uhambanini?

Nkosinathi:Thursdayevening.

Inod...Iwantedtoaskhimebengonozaapha

ndimbonekqalabeforehegoestotheUK,butI

didn'tknowhowtoputthatintowordswithout



soundingclingy.Orwithoutgivinghimfalsehope,

aboutanything.

Nkosinathi:youthinkwecanmeetupbeforeIleave?

Me:youwannacometocapeTown?

Nkosinathi:andflystraighttotheUKfromCape

Town,yes.

Me:uhm,okay.Sure.

Nkosinathi:I'llfetchyoufromworkWednesday.

Me:soImustleavemycarendliniksasa.

Nkosinathi:yes.

Me:okay.

Nkosinathi:sharp.

Me:sure.

Wehungup,Ismiledandthrewmyheadback.Why

wasIsuddenlyexcitedtoseehim?Heh!



Followingmorning,thesameroutinetranspiredbut

workwasmuchbetterthanthefirstday.Iwas

adjusting....Ididn'twannacalloosisindimbone

qhouMilli,Iwantedittobeaweekendthingsothis

wasmepracticingselfdisciplineinallkindaways.

WednesdaymorningIleftmycarandtookacabto

work,mybrothercalledmengeteatimetoaskwhy

Ileftmycarendlini...

Me:akhontobhutiIjustwantedtocatchacab.

Steve:doyouhavepetrol?

Me:ewebhuti.

Steve:okay,usurethere'snothingwrongwiththe

car?

Me:I'msurebhuti,okaykeI'mmeetingafriendlater

onandwe'llcomebackhomeabitlatesoIthought

Ishouldleavemycarendlinisincesizohamba

ngeyakheufriendimoto.

Steve:ohokay,that'sgoodtoknowyou'remaking

friends.



Ilaughed.

Ifonlyheknewthefriend.

Steve:haikesharp.

Me:surebhuti.

Wehungup,Iwentbacktowork.

Nkosinathilandedandaskedformyworkaddress

andIgavehim.Hesentflowersjusttoconfirm

(that'swhathesaid)andhisflowerswerealways

differentfromMpumelelo'srosesandIappreciated

thatheneversuccumbedtothepressureyeroses,

hisflowersweremyfavoritesincewestarteddating

andhehadkepttheconsistencyevenwhenhehad

walkedinmyroomthatwasfilledwithpinkroses.

Heneversawtheneedtochangeandstartbuying

merosesnaye.



Itookapictureandsentittohim,heresponded

withasmiley.Lateron,whenweknockedoff,he

wasalreadythereatthegatewaitingforme.Driving

aoneofS-series.Iputmybagsattheback

passengerseatsandjoinedhimefront...Hestarted

offthecarsmiling.

Me:whyyousmilinglikethat?

Nkosinathi:youlookgood,veryprofessional.

Me:oh,thanks.

Nkosinathi:eshe.

Ilaughed.

Nkosinathi:seafoodorburgers?

Me:seafoodishealthier.

Nkosinathi:ayt.



HedrovetotheFishMarket,parkedandwewalked

togetherandfoundanemptytable.Weplacedour

orderbutmnaIwantedwineshem.Hewasn't

allowedtodrinksohegothimselflemonwater

whilewewaitedforourfood...

Me:feelingnervous?

Hechuckled.

Andnod.

Me:ubukhewayomkrobaumntana?

Nkosinathi:yes,beforeIboarded.

Me:bakuvumela?

Nkosinathi:bekukhouSiki.

Me:yourfavorite.

Helaughed...



Nkosinathi:awusemhlemanmamakhe.

Iblushed.

Nkosinathi:youlooklikeamillionaire.

Me:I'mmotheringone,thatshouldcountfor

something.

Hestoppedgrinning.

Ilaughed.

Me:youshouldloosenup,Milliisamillionaireinthe

makingespeciallywithsomeofyourbusinesses

underhisname.

Nkosinathi:Ithoughtyou'rereferringto...

Me:evenifIwas,youcan'tkeepchangingyourface

everytimeImentionthat.Ithappened,wegotmad,

wecriedandweputitbehindus.Wedidn'tforget,

butweputitbehindus.



Ourfoodcame...

Nkosinathi:canwetrytonottalkaboutitnamhlanje?

Me:doyouwantustotalkaboutyourheartthen?

Nkosinathi:no.

Me:yourmoney?

Heshookhishead,chewing.

Me:ohwow,what'stheretotalkaboutthen?

Nkosinathi:us.

Me:us?

Nkosinathi:yesus.

Isighed.



Nkosinathi:I'mnotgettinganyyoungerCass,Ican't

stillbeplayingaroundatthisage.

Me:mh.

Nkosinathi:obuyakwameUKweneedtobeona

mutualunderstandingaboutthefuture.

Me:wecan'tdothatnow?

Nkosinathi:ndifunaukutshata.

Istoppedeatingandjustlookedathim.

Nkosinathi:andiyaziwothuswayintonikulento

ndiyithethayobutIwannamarryyou,livewithyou

andoursonunderoneroofsakheikhaya.

Me:andwhatanswerareyouexpectingfromme?

Nkosinathi:honesty.

Me:Ithinkyouwererightwhenyousaidweshould

talkaboutthisafteryourreturnfromtheUK.

Nkosinathi:butyoualreadyknowwhatwe'llbe



talkingabout.

Me:yes,butyourtripwillgivemetimetothink

aboutwhatIwant.

Nkosinathi:mh?

Me:kalokuIcouldstillloveyoubu-

Nkosinathi:yousaidyoustilllovedme.Notcould.

Me:yesIstillloveyoubutthatdoesn'tmeanI

wannagetmarriedtoyou,especiallynotnow.

Nkosinathi:okay.Lemmegiveyouthetimeyou

need,maybewhenIcomebackyouwillknowwhat

youreallywantsiyekelodum'tiririsimenzayo.

Me:enkosi.

Iateupinsilence.

Nkosinathiwouldn'tgodiekulaUKendishiyapha,

right?Likehewouldn'tdaredothattome.Kutheni

eskewathethaizintoezindoyikisayomvanje?He's

suddenlytooseriousngolifeanditscaredme.
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#Cassandra

Afterlunchwewenttohishotelroomtofetchhis

businessphonethathehadforgottenthere,the

planwastofetchthephoneandthengowatch

movies,thenandigoduse.Theideaofahotelroom

mademeuneasyandunfortunatelyIwasn'tgonna

letthisonegotuinasmuchasitwasnoneofmy

business.Iwantedtoaskhimwhydidhebooka

hotelroomenekhayaapha?Wewalkedinandhe

wenttohisbagtolookforthephonewhileIsaton

thechairnearthebigwindowoverlookingthesea...

Me:Ithoughtyouhadahomehere.

Nkosinathi:Ihaveahousehere,haveyouforgotten?

Me:exactly,sowhydidyoubookyourselfaroom?

Nkosinathi:inabantuindluandIdon'tfeellike

minglingwiththemrightnow.

Me:inabantu?

Nkosinathi:umamanoLiyemabalapha,she'shere



toseeadoctor.

Me:who,yourmother?

Nkosinathi:Liyema.

Me:isshesickorwhat?

Nkosinathi:Ididn'task,Igavethemthehousefor

thetwoweeksshe'sneededhere.

Me:Idon'tknowhowyoucantrustthemwithyour

space.

Nkosinathi:Ididn'thavemuchofachoice,indluka

mamaisunderrenovationsandIwon'tneedmine

becauseI'llbeawayforthosetwoweeksaswell.

Me:sotheyknowyou'rehere,rightnow?

Nkosinathi:no.

Me:no?

Nkosinathi:akhontobandidingangayomamakhe.

Me:Nkosin-

Nkosinathi:please.Nottoday,notnow.

Inod...



Me:itsniceofyou...Togivethemyourhouse.

Hefoundthephone...Andtotallyignoredthat

remark.

Nkosinathi:sowhichmoviearewegoingfor?Ithink

sizofumanaeka7.

Me:Idon'tknow.Anyoneyoulike.

Helookedatme.

Andsatdownnexttome.

Nkosinathi:dowereallyhavetogoforamovieor

uyakubatheideaizenam?

Ismiled...Ididn'twannaoffendhim.

Nkosinathi:hello?.



Me:Ididn'twannaoffendyou,uyandazi

andim'dangakwimoviesnje.Butdon'tfret,I'llgo,

justforyou.

Nkosinathi:ohwow.

Me:I'llgo,seriously.I'mcoolwiththat.

Nkosinathi:it'snotamust.

Me:Iknow,butyouwanttowatchamoviesolet's

gowatchamovie.Nobigdeal.

Nkosinathi:nah,Idon'twannaputyouthroughthat.

Butwhatelsecanwedo?

Urgh!

Heseemedabitdisappointedaboutthechangeof

plans,but,I'manopenbooksometimes.

Me:sityile,andndikubonilebauright,nawewabona

baI'mgood.Maybeyoucantakemehome?

Nkosinathi:you'rejoking,right?



Me:I'mnot.

Nkosinathi:what'stherush?

Me:it'slate.

Nkosinathi:Didn'tyoureportbauzobuyalaterthan

usual?

Me:Idid.Butstill...

Nkosinathi:canwejustchillhereke,ortakeawalk

tothebeach?Youusedtolovethebeachwhenwe

firstmet.

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Hetouchedmyhandandplayedwithmyfingers.

Notremovinghiseyesfromme.

Nkosinathi:lookIknowyourbrotherisverystrict

butplease,canwespendanotherhourtogether?If

youdon'tfeelcomfortablebeingalonewithmein

myspacewecanjusttakeawalkonthebeach,get

drinksandthat'sit.AfterthatI'lltakeyouhome.



Me:it'snotthatI'muncomfortableinyourspace

bra...

Nkosinathi:sowhatisit?

Iclosedmyeyes...

Howdoyoutellamanthatyouwannarunaway

fromhimbecauseyou'reprotectingthetwoofyou

frommakingthebiggestmistakeofyourlivesinan

alreadymessedupsituation?

Iopenedmyeyesandmethisgaze...Iswearmy

nippleshardenedimmediately,thewaytheywere

hardtheyactuallymademeuncomfortableagainst

thebrafabric.Iswallowedasmythroatwentdry,I

clearedit.

Me:Iuhm...

Nkosinathi:Icanseeyou'reuncomfortable.You

don'ttrustme?

Me:actually,Idon'ttrustmyselfrightnow.



Nkosinathi:youdon'ttrustyourselfngantoni

Cassandra?

Me:I...

Icouldn'tputittowords,butIreachedouttohim

andwekissed.YesIinitiatedthekissbutwekissed.

Heembracedthemomentandmadeithis...And

onceIrealizedthatwewereactuallykissing,I

quicklybrokeitoffandwenttostandbythewindow,

withonehandovermyheadthinking"whatthehell

areyoudoing"?HewalkedupbehindmeandIfelt

mywholebodyshiverathistouch...Hishandsran

frommyshoulderstomyhipsandtheretheyfound

comfortabilityandsqueezed.

Nkosinathi:youdon'ttrustyourselfyousay...

Me:don't.

Hechuckled...



Nkosinathi:don'twhat?

Me:thatrighttherewasamistake,canwepretend

asifthatneverhappened?

Nkosinathi:that,beingthekiss?

Me:yes,thekiss.

Nkosinathi:ohunfortunately,nowecan't.

Me:Nkosinathino,wecan't.

Nkosinathi:whynot?

Me:because....

Nkosinathi:becausewhat?

Me:becausesiphambenexasisobabini,asikho

ready,awukhoreadyforanyofthis.Don'tyouknow

that?

Nkosinathi:sonamndiphambene?

Me:that'sbesidesthepoint.Dude!

Nkosinathi:okay,what'sthepoint?

Me:thepointis...



Iturnedtofacehimandhesmashedhislipson

minewithoutevenallowingmetochipinanother

word.OkayfineIkissedhimback,Imeltedonthe

palmofhishand.Ifeltmybodybecomelikeclayon

thepottershand,myinsideswerearoused,Iwas

aliveandexcited.Oneminutemybackisagainst

thewallandoneofthisman'slegsisbetweenmy

legs,thenextminutebybackisagainstthesheets

andmyclothesareflyingacrosstheroom.DidI

evermentionthatNkosinathiwasagoodkisser?

HowdidIforgetthatallthistimethatwewerenot

dating?HowdidIforgetthiswholething?This

wholefeeling.Wewentattimeforawjile,not

rushinganywherebuttakingtimeintoconsideration.

ItisonlywhenIwasleftinmybraandhiminhis

trouser,buttopless,thatIremembered:CONDOM!

Iabruptlystoppedhimandalmostjoltedupfrom

thebed,helookedupatmefrombetweenmybelly

confused...



Nkosinathi:andthat?

Me:wecan'thavesexsingenaprotection.

Nkosinathi:okay.

ThenhecontinuedasifIdidn'tsayanything...

Me:Nkosinathi...Ican'taffordtobepregnantagain.

Please.

Nkosinathi:Iheardyou.

Me:thenstop.

Nkosinathi:I'mquitesureIknowhowtoquench

yourthirstwithouthavingsexwithyou.Chill.

Me:huh?

Hewentdownonmy,slidmypantstoonesideand

buriedhisheadbetweenmythighs,Iknewhe'sthe

greatestatwhathedoesevenfromthebeginningof

ourrelationshipbutforsomereasonhistongue



seemedtobemoreskillednow.MaybeTammy

taughthimathingortwo,Iwasgapingforairwhile

buckingtothemotionofhisheadbetweenmy

thighsandsuddenly,thewallswereabouttoscatter.

Ifelthimslowingdown,Icouldn'taffordthat.Iknew

IhadacrazyonecomingsoIpushedhisheadback

inthereandonlythendiditraindownlikea

waterfall.Hewatchedmeforafewsecondswitha

lookofprideandsatisfactionwhilemybody

convulsedandshuddered.Thenhecleanedmeup

makingsurehegetsallthejuiceswithhistongue,

slowlykissingmeallthewayfromthecoochieto

mylips.Afterthathejustcuddledmefrombehind...

Iturnedaroundandkissedhim,deeply.Ifeltsorry

forhimbecausehewasn'tgoingtogetany,but

mostimportantly,Ifelthomeinhisarms.Yeswe

hadalongwaytogo,heavenknowswehadour

selvestofix,wehadourchildtoconsiderin

whateverwedobutwhatmatteredthatvery

momentwasthatIfelthomeinhisarms.Ibelonged

there.Alwayshave.



Hestoppedkissingmeandlookedstraightintomy

eyes,Ifeltweak.

Nkosinathi:thisfeelslikeadream.

Me:I'llsurelyrememberthisdreamxandikhatywa

kulamzindihlalakuwo.

Hesmiled.

Nkosinathi:youhaven'tforgottentheplan,right?

Me:tolookforahouse?

Henod,kissingmynose.

Me:no...ButIwannasettleinatworkk'qalaand

thenstartlooking.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Me:awuzobanainput?

Nkosinathi:Ialreadyhaveahousehere,ya'lldon't



needmyinputinanything.

Me:usure?

Nkosinathi:I'msure.YesI'llhelpyouinchoosing

anddecidingifyouwantmetobutthedecision

shouldbeentirelyyours.

Me:okay.

Hekissedmeagain...Andstoppedtowipemylips

withhisthumb.

Me:Ihadalmostforgottenthisfeeling.

Nkosinathi:almost.

Me:haha,yesalmost.LontoIshouldgetgoing

nyhaningokundingadendizolandwa.

Nkosinathi:I'lltakeyouhomein15minutes,canwe

justenjoythemoment?

Ididn'targue.



Youdon'targuenomntuonentliziyokaloku...And

kengokuthatverymomentitwasclearthatleyakhe

intliziyobelongedtome.AndkengokumnaIwas

worriedngoTammywabantuyazi.

[06/26,15:07] :#Mpumelelo_33

#Cassandra

Weeventuallygotupandwenttoshower,together.

Buthecameoutfirst.Ifollowedafterafewminutes

andgotdressed.Hethendrovemehome...Onthe

way,

Nkosinathi:awufuninto?Food,drink,anything?

Me:nahI'mcool.

Nkosinathi:usure?

Inod.



Hedrovemehomeemvakokowithoutsaying

anotherword.Weparkedatthegate...

Me:thankyou.

Nkosinathi:thankyoufortoday.

Ididn'tmove...

Nkosinathi:what'sup?

Me:IwishIcouldaccompanyyou.

Nkosinathi:ToUK?

Me:yes.

Nkosinathi:goingthereknowingthere'sthismuch

peacebetweenusisenoughforme,youdon'tneed

tobetherephysically.Iknowyou'llbeprayingfor

me.

Ilookedaway...



Nkosinathi:babe.

Me:promisemeonething.

Nkosinathi:okay?

Me:promisemeyouwillcomebacktous,toMilli.

Hetouchedmyhand,Iremoveditandlookedathim.

Me:Nkosinathipromisemeyouwon'tdieonthat

operationbedmfondini!

Nkosinathi:butIwon'tbeoperatingmyself.

Me:IknowthatbutyouhavetofightHaibo!

Theth'bawenakeuzoveleuthembelekoogqirhanje

andrelax?

Hedidn'tanswerme...Buthelookedabitsad.

Me:ifyougointheredefeatedalreadythenyou



mightaswellnotgo,youhavetobraveupandget

yourfightingspiritontrack.UcingbauMilli

uzomcholaphiomnyeutataxautyhafeuselapha?

Hesmiled...

Nkosinathi:uyandithukakodwaufunandibe

strongo.

Me:haysukaIwantyoutohavereasontofight,it's

fineifI'mnotreasonenoughbutyourson?Would

yourestpeacefullyknowingthatyourfolksnever

wantedhisexistence,gqibawenaufengoku

engekakwazinothetha?Engekakwazinokuzilwela?

Nkosinathi:I'mnotgonnadieCass.

Me:youbetternot,otherwiseyou'llneverrestshem

ndim.I'llmakesureyoudon'trestatall.

Helaughed...Iwantedtocry.

WhatwasmakingmeangrywasthatIfelthisheavy



heartwhilewesatthere.Hewasalreadydefeated

andthatpissedmeoffbecausehe'sstillonSA

kodwahe'salreadygivenup,whythefuck?

Me:thisain'tfunny,I'lllegitgoanddigupyour

bluttygravemnauzukheufenje.

Nkosinathi:kuzothwauyaphambanake,withreason.

Me:Idon'tcare,I'lldigyouupndikushiye,everytime

bekugqumelelaI'llcomebackanddigyouup.Soze

ufumanepeace,trustmeonthat.

Nkosinathi:Saturdayuzofounelwandim.Justkeep

yourphonewithyoualltimes.

Me:seenowyou'retalking,I'lldothat.Andifyou

don'tcallme?

Nkosinathi:Iwill.

Ilookedathim,hewassmiling.Heobviously

wantedtolaughatmyoutragebuthejustsmiled.



Me:okay.NowcanIgohome?

Nkosinathi:canIgetakiss?

Me:yougotenoughkissesforoneday,gohome

mfondini.

Nkosinathi:onemore,thatwillcarrymethroughthe

op.

Me:Nkosinathiandingomamakhomanisunditefela

mna.

Hegrabbedmyarmsandpulledmetohim,I

laughedashekissedme.Wekissed,andthenIgot

outofHiscarandwenthome.Mybrotherwas

cooking,hiswifewasondoubleshift.

Steve:ThixunathiMzayi.

Me:TaStephenMzayi.

Heburstoutlaughing



Me:uphiusisi?

Steve:usespan,akafikangaumntuwhowas

supposedtorelievehersoshe'sondoubleshift.

Me:yhoooshem...Yekandigqibezele.

Steve:yhuenkosichap.Ihavetotakeherajacket

andslippersuthinyawozakhezidumbile.

Me:whyungasoseulindaukutya?

Steve:she'salreadyboughtherselfsomething,

that'swhatshesaidwhenIasked.

Me:oohokayke.

Steve:lemmedash.

Me:sharp.

Itookoverfromhimandfinishedoffthepots,when

IwasdoneIwentstraighttobed.Iswitchedoffmy

phonesothatnophonecallwoulddisturbmysleep.



InthemorningIwokeupandwenttowork,

Nkosinathicalledtotellmehe'dleftsoIwishedhim

luck.

Twoweekslater...

HehadcalledonSaturdayaspromisedbutnotto

tellmehe'scomingbackhomebuttoinformme

thattheoperationhadbeenpostponedtothe

followingweek.Itwasnowtwoweeksafterhehad

leftCapeTownandhecalledtosaythathewasstill

inUKforobservation...Icouldn'tgetit.Apartofme

wantedtosaytherewasnoheartprobleminthe

firstplace,hejustwantedpityfrommebutanother

partwasstuckonhowsincerehewasthroughout

thiswholething.

Me:okay...Sobathiuzophumanini?

Nkosinathi:I'llknowintwodaysafterthelabissues

outmyresults.



Me:Kay.

Nkosinathi:don'tsoundsadnow.It'sjustaminor

setback.

Me:it'sbeentwoweeksalready...Iftheoperation

wasasuccesswhyaretheystillkeepingyouthere?

Nkosinathi:theycan'tjustreleasemerightafterthe

operation,theyhavetoknowandbecertainthatI

havenoclots,Ihavenoswellingsandstuff.Soall

ofthatrequirestimeandpatience.Fromyouaswell,

aLilpatienceplease.

Isighed.

Nkosinathi:IdidpromiseyouIwon'tdie,andI

intendonkeepingthatpromise.

Me:youbetter.

Helaughed.



Nkosinathi:how'sUkhona?

Me:I'mvisitinghimmonthend,I'llSkypeyouwhen

I'mthereifyou'renotbackbythen.

Nkosinathi:enkosi.

Me:didyouuhm,eventuallytellyourfamily?

Nkosinathi:no,andyouwon'ttellthemaswell.

Me:babe..

Nkosinathi:no.

Me:notevenyourmomke?

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:okayfine.Yho.

Hechuckled.

Me:Khaw'lezaubuyekesizokhangelaindluka

Million.

Nkosinathi:Ihatethatname,yeerrr!



Me:youcouldbeutatakaMillionifyouwantedto,

qhaungustiffneckkehlalaungutatakaUkhona.

Nkosinathi:isendimnostiffneck?

Me:tatakaSinathi.

Nkosinathi:Hayini.Babyutyentoni?

Me:babywakhoufananam?

Nkosinathi:ungakulingeCassandra,ungakulinge

undibuzelontomna.

Me:haiketatakaMillioncaphukisitu.

Nkosinathi:Whyisitsodifficulttocallhimbyhis

nameagain?

Me:hahaha,becauseuyiMillionyamyouwouldn't

understandkebecauseezakhoiimillionsazithethi

azityiasihambi.

Helaughed....Butevakalabaakahlekincam.

Me:Byebyewethu,ungekanyukelwangamahlwili.



Nkosinathi:Cassandrauyenzaijokeyonkelento.

Me:oursenseofhumorswon'tjustdiebecauseyou

haveheartproblemskalokubhuti,clot'awenawhile

welaugh.

Herepeated"clot'awena"andlaughedoutloud.

Nkosinathi:andI'mouthereworriedaboutyou,

kantiwenauzonwabisangentlunguyam.

SomebodyremindmewhydoIloveyoukanene?

Me:youlovemebecausetherestofyourgirlfriends

couldn'tkeepupwithyou,andIgaveyoua

handsomeandtalkingMillion.

Nkosinathi:you'recrazy.

Me:yetyoustillloveme.Who'stherealcrazyass

then?

Nkosinathi:theonewithabiggerass.

Me:fokof!



WebothlaughedasIhungup.

Hewasinabetterplace,maybehewasjust

entertainingmeorhewasreallyhopeful.

[06/26,15:08] :#Mpumelelo_34

Weeventuallygotoutofbedandwenthomevia

cab.AmoandThulawerebusybakingwhenwe

walkedin...

Me:nkqo,molweni.

Amo:haibo.

Thula:nivelaphi?

IlookedatablushingAsenathi.Sheclearedher

throat...

Ase:somvanjexanibuliswathat'showyouanswer?

Amo:Ithoughtyouguyswereinthere.



Thula:kantinimkenini?Infactnivelaphi?

Ohsotheydidn'tnoticethatweweren'thereatall?

Me:thismorning,wewenttogetsomeair.

Ileftthembesasijongile...

Ase:I'mhungryandIneedabath.Laterguys.

Shealsoleftthemphaandfollowedmetomyroom.

Iwasonmybedswicthingonmylaptop...

Ase:howbusyareyoutoday?

Me:I'llbeoutinafew,probablyfortherestofthe

day.

Ase:Haibo,ubusyyintoniiminiyonke?

Me:Ijusthavetodoafollowuponthecar,thenI'm

workinganightshift.Whyareyouaskingmeso



manyquestions?

Ase:Igotamessagefrommomonourwayhere,

she'slandingtodayso...

Me:ya'llwillcallacab,right?

Ase:yesofcourse...

Me:okay.

Shedidn'tmove,soIookedupather.

Me:what'sup?

Ase:that'sallyou'regoingtosay?Okay?

Me:kantiifanbandithini?

Shechuckledandgotundressed,grabbedthegown

andwenttorunherselfabaththencameback

whilerunningthebath.

Ase:Mpumiwhatarewedoing?



Me:youandwho?

Ase:mnanawe,senzani?Yintoniigamalayolento

siyenzayo?

Me:undilahlilekengoku.

Ase:arewedating,arewejustshaggingbecauseof

convenience,whatarewedoing?

Me:ohthat'swhatyou'reasking?

Ase:yes.

Itypedinmypassword...

Me:ixhomekekekuwe,whateveryoufeel

comfortableincallingit.Yiyo.

Ase:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Me:you'retheonewhowantstolabelitAse,not

mna.Sowhatevernameyouseefit,I'mokaywithit.

Ase:sobasicallywecouldbesexpartnersndibe

mnandicingbasikwirelationship?



Me:whywouldyouassumethough?Aren'twe

communicatingngoku?

Ase:butyou'renotcooperatinghere.

Me:Iam,I'mjustnotsayingwhatyouwantmeto

say.ButIsureamcommunicating.

Ase:Mpumelelo!

Ilookedather....

Shehuffed

Me:Whydoyouhavetobesodramaticsoearlyin

themorning?

Ase:soI'mbeingdramatic?

Me:Wehadagreatmorningbabe,whyareyouso

determinedtospoilit?Orufunauhambasixabene

soyoucanhaveanexcuseastowhyIwon'tseemy

sonforanother10yearsplus?

Ase:that'scold.Evenforyou.



Me:thenwhyareyoupickingafightunnecessarily?

Ase:because...

Me:pleasegobathbeforethisgetworse.

Sheturnedaroundandstormedtotheshower.Isat

therewonderingwhathappenedtoher,eberightat

thehotelroomnjenaandIdidn'tpromiseher

umtshatosowhywassheouthereactinglikeIdid?

Herphonerangandthescreenrevealed"Daddy"so

Ijustputitbackthere.Herphonerangagain,same

number.Somethingtoldmethiswasn'therfather

becauseshenormallycalledherfather"dad"and

not"daddy",butIdidn'twanttopry.Thisdamned

phonerangagain,butthistimeitrangonceand

thenamessagecamethrough.Ipickeditupand

readthemessageonthescreen

"babe,areyoustillwithbabydaddy?Ihopeyouare

notgivinghimmycoochie.I'vetoppedupyour

wallet,callme"



Ilaughedalone.

Like,she'soutcheacatchingfeelingsonmekanti

she'sgotudaddyonthesidewhoownsher

coochie?KantilomntanathinksI'mstupid?Iputher

phonedown,changedintocomfortableclothesand

packedmyuniformforthenightshiftthenIwalked

outtothesetwochefs.

Me:boy.

Amo:bhuti?

Me:ingathiniyahambanamhlanje,unfortunatelyI

won'tseeyouguys.Ihaveworktodo.

Amo:sihambanamhlanje?

Me:yes,umakhuluwakhoislandingtoday.

Amo:Yho.

Hedidn'tlooklikehewantedtoleaveassoon.



Me:I'llgetyouraccountnumberfromyourmom

neh?

Amo:fortheinvestmentorundiphaipettycash?

Thula:investment?

Amo:healsowantstoinvestinmypoultrybusiness.

Thula:heee!Youngbusinessmanyoumanagedto

lureinanotherinvestor?

Amolaughed.

Amo:noproblembhuti,enjoyyourdayatwork.

Me:thankyoubuddy.Hug?

Hemovedfromaroundthekitchencounterand

cametohugme.

Amo:haikeI'vegotflouralloverme.

Me:Idon'tmind.



Helaughed.

AfterthatmomentIleftthem,wenttoattendtothe

insurers,thenIwenttoLeroy.Weorderedfoodand

hadasitin...

Leroy:okaysothisiswhathappened.

HedetaileddownwhatAsenathi'sfathergothis

mentoplantaliquidbombinmycarwhileIwasout

withAmo.Heobviouslydidn'tnecessarilywantto

killAmo,butwantedtoscaremebecausehemust

havecalculatedenoughtimedifferencekwalento

ilasteuntilwegottothehotel.

Leroy:hisnextsetupisatyourworkplace.He'sgot

aninsidemanthere.

Me:what?



Leroy:whatyou'regoingtodoistellyourbossyou

don'tfeelsafehere,maybehewillconsider

appointingadriverforyouorhecansendyoutohis

otherbranchinJoburg.

Me:butIjustgotheredude.

Leroy:Iknow...Butthisissomethingwecannot

negotiate.Yourlifeisatriskhere.

Ilookedatthisguy.

Leroy:andhe'scommunicatingwithhisdaughter.

Sheknewaboutthebomb.

Me:uyaxoka.

Leroy:sheknew.

Me:Iaskedher,shedidn'tknow.

Hepulledhislaptopandshowedmeconversations

betweenAsenathiandherfather.Istoppedreading

whenIrealizedthatthisguycouldbelying,when



wouldhehadgottenachancetohackinto

Asenathi'sphone?Orherdad'sphone?

Me:howdidyouhackintohisphone?

Leroy:wehackedintoherphoneusingthesame

chiphe'susingtotrackhermovements.Notthe

chipbutthecodeburiedinthechip.

Me:thisshitiscrazy.Iactuallydon'tbelievethis

Leroy:Idon'tblameyou.

Ireadagainapartoftheconversation...

Herdad:Ifyoudon'tcomehomerightnowIwill

blowthatboysheadtopieces.

Ase:youwouldn'tdaretata.

Herdad:areyoudaringmenow?Asenathi

Dakumbaareyoudaringmeusendodenino

mntanam?



Ase:ohtatatorho,Amoneedstoknowhisrealdad.

What'swrongwiththat?Whyareyousoagainst

this?

Herdad:becauseAmoheloisaDakumba.He

alreadyhasadad,whywouldyouwantmy

grandsontobeassociatedwithpaupers?

Ase:Mpumiisnotapauperandyouknowthat

Herdad:buyanalomntanaAsenathi,I'mgivingyou

thenextsixhours.

Shedidn'trespondfurtherthanthat.Iclosedthe

laptopandlookedatLeroy

Me:sothisconversationcouldhavetakenplace

whiletheywereatthebeach.Basedonthehourshe

gaveher.

Leroy:yes.

Me:fucklomntana!Fuck!



Leroywenttogetustwobeersfromthefridge,I

knewIshouldn'tbedrinkingbecauseIwasworking

latebutIneededit.Myheadneededit.

[06/26,15:08] :#Mpumelelo_35

#Onele

AfterSandragavebirthtoMilliobviouslywewere

allexcitedaboutthenewmemberofthefamilyso

wewentdowntoPortElizabethtospendaweekor

twowiththem.Well,Iwasn'tentirelythereforthem,

IhadmetafriendonFacebookandagreedtomeet

upwithhimonthatweek.Hewasn'tastrangerto

thefamilyhenceIcouldn'tletanyoneknowabout

mymeetingupwithhim,they'dwanttoinvolveme

intheirdramawhichisactuallynoneofmy

business.Heneverdidmeanywrong,andanyway,

Iwasattractedtothemdarkerandviolent.

I'vealwaysmadeitknownthatIlovemysister's

relationshipwithTaNko.Like,everyonewasaware

ofthat.Despiteeverythingthatwashappening



betweenthemIstillbelievedthattheybelonged

togetherbecauseIknewhowmuchtheylovedeach

other.IknewhowmuchSandralovedthatguyand

itpainedmetowatchherhurtingbecauseTaNko

wasbusynomlunguendingamaziyobaudibene

nayephi.Howthefuckdoyouvisityourbaby

mommanecherri?Okayfineunecherrikebutdoes

ithavetobeumlungu?Blackbrother,whatareyou

tryingtosayaboutus?IwashurtIwon'tlie.But

thenshe(Sandra)Putmeateasewhenshesaid

shedidn'tmindwhathewasdoingwithhislovelife

aslongashe'ssincerewithhisfeelingstowardsher

angenzelijusttospiteherbecauseshewasover

that.ThisdayofmeetingupwiththisguyIgot

dressedindenimdungareeshorts,whitesportsbra

andmatchingkicks.Iwenttomysister'sroomand

shewasjustlyingthereadmiringherson,Isatjust

belowthelilkidandputmybagonthefloor.

Me:mntase...WouldyougiveTaNkoanother

chance,ifheweretoaskforit?

Sandra:what?



Me:wouldyouconsidergivingyourrelationship

withTaNkoanotherchance?

Sandra:whyarewetalkingaboutthis?

Isighed....

Me:Iwatchedhimwhenheaccompaniedustothe

doctor'sappointmentsafterhefoundoutaboutthe

pregnancy,theguystilllovesyou.

Sandra:heneversaidhehasstoppedlovingme,

buthehasmovedon.

Me:kalokuifheweretocometohissensesandask

foraloveback,wouldyouconsider?

Shedidn'tsayanything.

Shejuststaredintospace.

Me:Iknowyoustilllovehim.

Sandra:ifheweretowantthatnow,noIwouldn't



consider.

Me:whynot?

Sandra:alothashappened,andI'minnospaceto

beinarelationshipatallrightnow.

Me:maybethreeyearsdowntheline?

Sandra:Ican'tputatimeframetoit,justaslongas

it'snotnow.

Me:sonaweusamfuna?

Shesmiled.

Andsatup.

Sandra:wehadplansforthefuture,itwouldbenice

toseeiftheycouldstillcometofulfillment.

Me:withMilliinthepicture?

Sandra:he'salwayswantedtohavekidswithme,

that'sallhecouldtalkabout.Weevenwentfurther

totaketeststoseeifsiyazalanasobabini.



Me:you'rejoking,right?

Shelaughed...Icouldseeitalloverherface,she

wasstillmadlyinlovewithhimasshewaswhen

shefirsttoldmeabouthim.

Sandra:wetookallteststrustme,wewereplanning

towardsthiswholeparentingthingbutthedealwas

wewouldcommencewithourplansonceIgraduate.

Me:qhauMilliwangxamasana.

Sandra:hewastooforwardyho,butI'mgrateful

thatIhadhimnow.NowIhavesomeonetoworkfor,

comebackhometo.

Me:I'mstillinthepicturekesisi.

Sandra:youhavetwoparents,Millihasone.

Me:TaNkoispresentSandra,hejustisn'tunderthe

sameroofwithya'll.Uyayazinawehe'dbehereata

blinkofaneyeifyouweretocallhimregarding

umntana.



Shesmiled.

Knowingly.

Me:thatwhitegirl...

Sandra:Tammy.

Me:yeslont'iyiyo.She'sintohim.

Sandra:haikeOnele,whywouldn'tshebeintohim?

Me:soyouwouldn'tmindifhereallydatedher?

Sandra:nope,it'shislifeandtheyarepractically

datingalready.

Me:Idon'tlikeher.

Sandra:she'snotyourgirlfriendsthandwasam,it's

notyourresponsibilitytolikeher.

Me:mntaseawunasonesikhweleesisincinci?

Sandra:yintoniisikhwelek'qala?BecauseevenifI

wantedto,asozendikhweleteleuNkosinathimna.

Me:whynot?



Sandra:hebrokeitoffwithmewhenIneededhim

themost,whatwouldmakemethinkhe'sanybetter

now?

Me:hewasupset.

Sandra:he'sanadultOnele,mdalanakumfor

goodnesssake.Surelyheshouldbeabletotake

matureddecisionsupsetornot.

Ilookedatherthinking...

Icouldstillfeelthatshelovedhimbutmaybeshe

wasdisappointedbyhowthingsunfolded.

Me:kuthenikhonaningenapetnameskule

relationshipyenu?

Shelaughed.

Me:hayndiserious.



Sandra:Idon'tknow.Idon'treallycareaboutpet

nameswethu.

Me:mntase,akukhoneligamakealibizayoxa

abantubengekho?Thatnamewhenhecallsyou

uyaziimmediatelywhathewantswithouthim

havingtospellitout?

Sandra:weneverhadsuch.HecallsmeCassandra

orCassanditendsthere.

Me:andyoucallhimNkosinathi.

Sandra:yes,andbabehereandthere...Butthat's

aboutit.

Me:andinaziningabantuabanjanishem.

Sandra:therearesomanypeoplewhocallhim

Nathi,Iwasn'tabouttostartcallinghimNkosi.

ThereisoneLordandthat'sJesus.

Iburstoutlaughing...

Me:petnamesdon'tnecessarilyhavetobecutout



ofyouroriginalnames,like,zangenikhenithiyane

keamagamanje?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:Ifeellikeyouweretheboringoneinthis

relationship.

Sandra:inthatrelationship,correctyourtense.

Me:mxm.Oksalayohe'stheonlysbariIrecognize.

Sandra:uvakuwesisi,mnaandingenindawo.

Nkosinathihasmovedonwithhislife,sowillIwhen

I'mready.

Me:pleasedon'trushintoanythingjustyet.

Ndiyam'bonalagqirhautyhulubayo.

Sandra:IsaidwhenI'mready.Don'tyouhave

anywheretobekhona?Whyareyouonmycase

today?

Ilaughedandgrabbedmybag.



Me:lemmeleaveyoukesisi,agirlhaspeopleto

meetandplacestosee.

Sandra:enjoyyourselfgirl,ungavumiamadoda

waseBhayiqhakuyoyonkintooyenzayo.

Me:ngowaphikaneneuTaNko?

Sandra:perfectexamplewhyyoushouldn'teven

ngamadodaalapha.

Ilaughedatherandwalkedout,Icalledacab

becauseIcouldn'tdriveasyeteventhoughacar

wasavailable,andIwasn'tabouttowalkforfifteen

minutestogetataxi.
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#Onele

WhenIgottoGreenacresItextedtheguy.Ginger.

Andhecametopickmeup,weweregoingtohave

abiteatarestaurantbythebeach.Thedrivewasa



verytenseone,Idon'tknowwhybecausewevibed

justfinekuFacebook.Wereachedhisrestaurantof

choiceandordereddrinkswhilegoingthroughthe

menu...

Ginger:uhm,I'mgladyoucamethrough.

Me:yousaythatasifIwasn'tgonnacomethrough.

Ginger:Itookyourwordyes,butthere'ssomuch

thathashappenedinthepastfewyearsbetween

yourfamilyandI.

Me:ndingenaphimna?

Iwasn'tevenlookingathimallthistime.

Hesighed.

Ilookedupathimrightafterhesighed.

Me:how'sMozambique?

Ginger:kumnandi,butitwillneverbelikehome.



Me:kutheniungabuyike?

Ginger:Ican't.

Me:youcan'toryouwon't?

Hetookasipofhiswhiskey.

Me:areyoustillfriendswithmybrothers?

Ginger:no.

Me:istherebadblood?

Hechuckled.

Ginger:that'samildwaytoputit.Theyloatheven

ivumbalam.

Thewaitresscametotakeourorderthenleftusto

continuewithourconversation.



Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Helookedup,confused.

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Ginger:ItoldyounjeOnele,ndiyak'ncanywaandI'm

readytoactuallysettledownwithonepersonwho

feelsthesamengamregardlessofmypast.

Me:youdorealizethatIdohaveaboyfriend,and

I'mnotreadyfornosettlingatall?

Henod.

Me:Ndimncincimna,Ihavemywholelifeaheadof

me,Iwannaliveittothefullest.

Ginger:youdidmentionthat.

Me:thenufunantonikum?

Ginger:Iwantyou.Ndifunawena,there'snowayI



canexplainitsimplerthanthat.

Me:but?

Ginger:ngxakiyamIdon'twannagetyouintrouble.

AfteryonkelantokaCassIpromisedyourbrothers

I'dneversetfoothereagain.

Me:sonowyoubrokeyourpromise?

Ginger:becauseIwantedtomeetyou,surelyyou

cantellthatandikhululekanganangokubecauseI

knowtheyhaveearsandeyeseverywhere.

Iweighedwhathewassaying.Hedidseemabit

uneasy.

Ginger:Iwanttogettoknowyouyesbutit'snot

gonnabeaseasywemaythink.

Me:youthink?

Ginger:Iknowbutit'sworthtrying.



Ismiled...

Ginger:youhavingaboyfriendisnotreallya

problem,themerefactthatyouareherewithme

rightnowspeaksvolumes.

Me:Icouldhavejustwantedtomeetupjustfor

closurenotbecauseIlikeyou.

Ginger:true,butwebothknowthefeelingismutual

here.

Heseemedsosureofhimself,Ilikedhim.He

wasn'tanydifferentfromtheGingerIknewfrom

FacebooktotheoneIwasmeetingnowforthefirst

time,hewasconfidentinhimselfandhedidn't

mincehiswords.

Me:sowhatdoyouthinkweshoulddo,moving

forward?

Ginger:withregardsto?



Me:you,us.

Ginger:doyouhaveapassport?

Me:notyet,I'llonlybepermittedtodoitxandiqalae

varsity.

Ginger:wellifwedodecidetogotheextramile,we

mighthavetotravelbetweenSAandMozambique.I

don'tknowwhatyou'regoingtotellyourboyfriend.

Ichuckledandtookasipfrommychampagne...

Me:tellme...whatarethechancesofyouever

beingattractedtoCass,kuyoyonkelamess

naniyenzanoBhutSthe?

Ginger:Iwasneverattractedtoher.

Me:behonest.

Ginger:I'mactuallybeinghonest,she'sbeautiful

don'tgetmewrong,butIneverfeltanyformof

attractiontowardsher.



Ibelievedhim.

ButIdidn'twanthimtohaveiteasy.

Ginger:youdon'tbelieveme?

Me:no.

Ginger:IwouldneverlietoyouaboutthiswhenI've

beentotallyhonestwithyouabouteverything.

Detailtodetail.

Me:really?

Helaidbackonhischairjustasourfoodcame

through.

Itastedfrommyplateasthewaitressdisappeared

backintothekitchen.

Ginger:Nelle?

Ilookedupalmostblushing...Petnames.Iwasn't



newtothesethough,becauseheinitiallycalledme

Nelle,andothernames,phakumessenger.

Ginger:ufunandithini?

Me:Idon'tknow.ButIknowsiattractivesonke

ekhaya,whywouldn'tyouhavebeenattractedto

her?

Helaughedatme.

Ginger:soyouwantmetoadmittohavingsome

feelingsforyoursister?Really?

NowIlaughedathim.

Ginger:udlalangamkodwangokubecauseyou

knowthetruthtothis.

Me:I'mjustpullingyourlegman.



Ginger:udlalangam,I'dnevercomeforyou

xandandikhendanefeelingsforyoursister.

Me:that'sgoodtoknow,Iwouldn'tlikebeinga

secondoption.

Ginger:eventhoughyouhaveaboyfriend?

Me:yiboyfriendyammos,noteyakho.

Ginger:heheheeeee!

Ilaughedathim...Butwhat'swrongwithhavingtwo

options?Surelywithbeinginademocraticcountry

wehadthechoiceevenrelationshipically.Wethen

hadourmeal,anddrinksandthenwewenttowatch

thewavessittingonabigrockonshore.Inasmuch

asIlikedthissideofhim,thefactthathehadsome

gangstershitabouthim,abouthispast,turnedme

onthemost.

Ginger:uzofundaphi,varsity?

Me:I'veappliedallover,butI'mhopingforJoburg.

Awayfrommysiblings.



Ginger:why?

Me:theyarecontrolling.

Ginger:yourbigsisisinJoburg,orPretoria?

Me:andizohlalakuye,I'llrentaflat.AslongasI'm

farawayfromsisCindythenI'mgood.

Ginger:yoursiblingsareveryprotectiveofyouguys,

andthat'sdope.

Me:haysukabayayibaxa.

Helaughed.

Me:don'tgetmewrong,Iwilltellthemwhenyou

fuckmeupthewrongwayandtheywilldealwith

youaccordingly.

Ginger:Idon'tplanto.

Ismiledandlaythebackofmyheadonhischest.

Hesmeltgoodyazin.Verygood.
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#Cassandra

ItwasnowtheforthweekafterNkosinathihadleft

fortheUK,hewasn'tbackyetbutheexpectedtobe

dischargedkuleveki.Iwasfinallyconvincedthat

he'stherebecauseofhisheartbecauseheinitiated

videocallseverynightsowewouldtalkandtalk

nonstop,untilI'dfallasleepwhiletalkingtohim.

Mosttimes.ForsomereasonIwasinthemoodto

gohouseviewingsoIsetthatupwithtwoofthe

bestagentsintheCapebutIhadtogoseemyson

firstsoIbookedaflighttoPEfortheweekend.

WhenIlandedFridayevening,sisSikiwenttofetch

mefromtheairport.Iwassoexcitedtoseeher,to

seetherestofmyfamilyandofcourseIwas

excitedtoseemyson.Wedrovehomeoko

sincokola,endibaliselaaboutwhat'sbeen

happeninginmyabsenceandsoforth.Wewalked

inendliniandMilliwasonthecouchplayingby

himselfwithsisCindyworkingonthefloorright

nexttohim.



Me:Molwenibethuna!

Hisheadcockedashefollowedthesoundofmy

voice,Cindystoodupandwehugged.IliftedMilli

upandkissedhim,hejustlaughed.Myheartmelted.

Okokendimthencakumrightthroughthecatching

up,thesupperuntilbedtime.

Cindy:uzolalaeroominiyakhe?

Me:sizolalakweyamyhundikhumbulandinje.

Bandihleka...

Wewenttomyroomnomntanam,heraunt,

Asenathicalledmebutbecausehernumberwas

blocked,itjustshowedonthescreenandcutoff.

Twotimesshecalledandendedupcallingmeon

hermother'sphone,Idon'tknowwhyInever



blockedhers.Ireallydon't,IthoughtIdid.

Me:Hello?

Asenathi:hi...Unjani?

Me:I'mgood,howcanIhelpyou?

Sheclearedherthroat.

Iwaited.

Asenathi:I'mlookingformybrother,haveyouheard

fromhiminthepastweekortwo?

Me:no.

Asenathi:hehasn'tcheckeduponhisson?

Me:Idon'tlivewithhisson,ifhewantstocheckup

onhimhe'llcallmyfamily.

Asenathi:ohokay.Uhm,sohehasn'tcalledyouin

thepasttwofewweeks?

Me:no.

Asenathi:areyousure?



Me:haikengoku.

Asenathi:IknowNathiwouldnotjustnotcallyou

fortwoweeksandmore.

Me:sondimlouxokayo?

Asenathi:I'mnotfightingwithyouCass,Ijustneed

toreachhimurgentlyandallhisphonesareon

voicemail.

Me:obviouslyakekhokum,callhisbusiness

partnersthen.Orgotohishouse.

Asenathi:I'vebeenthere,itlookslikehehasn'tbeen

thereforawhile.

Me:thenreporthimmissingatthepoliceAsenathi.

Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay.

Asenathi:Ican'treporthimmissing,hecouldhave

goneonabusinesstrip.HenceIwantedtofindout

fromyoumaybeebekuxelele.

Me:unfortunately,hedidn't.

Asenathi:ifhedoes,andwhenhedoes...Pleaselet

himknowwe'relookingforhim.



Me:okay.

Asenathi:thankyou.

Me:sure.

Ihungup.

SeewhyIwantedhimtoatleasttellhismother

abouttheheartproblem?Theywouldn'tbeblasting

myphoneaskingforhim.

IputonfreshlinenonthebedandtookMillifora

bath,wesharedabathandasifhisfatherknew

thatwearesharingabath,hevideocalledus.I

answered,Millionmychest,lookingtowardsthe

phone...

Me:NkosinathiDakumba?

Hesmiledandwavedashesawhisson,hewas

sittinguponthehospitalbed,stillinahospital

gown.



Me:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Nkosinathi:I'mhappytoseeyoutwo.Ninjaninina?

Ukhonahasgrownsomuchhaibo.

Me:exactlywhatIsaidwhenIgothere,he'seven

heavier.

Nkosinathi:heynana.

Millitriedreachingforthephone,laughingin

excitement.Obviouslyakhontoayaziyobut...

Nkosinathi:Ienvyyourightnow.

Me:meorMilli?

Nkosinathi:bothofyou.

Me:eshe,whywouldyouenvyuMillikengoku?

Nkosinathi:ungqengqeendaweniyamnjendithini

ungabinamona?



Ilaughedathim.

Me:indawoyakhoisezulwinibhuti.

Nkosinathi:Ihavegoodnews.

Me:youdo?

Nkosinathi:I'vebeendischarged,soI'mcoming

homengomso.Obviouslylandingthefollowingday

ke.

Iwashappytohearthat,Ijustdidn'tknowhowto

expressit.Okobendincumile.

Nkosinathi:someone'stonguegotcaught.

Me:I'mhappyyazi.

Nkosinathi:you'rehappythatIsurvivedtheopor

thatI'mcominghome?

Me:you'recominghometowhokanene?



Helaughed.

Me:I'mserious.You'renotcominghometome,yes

Iwillseeyoubut...Imean.

Nkosinathi:youdorealizethatukubaubuvumile

sitshateI'dbecominghometoyou?

Me:asikhoreadytogetmarriedbra,andIjust

startedworking.

Nkosinathi:so?

Me:Abazalibamandikabenzelinto,Ican'tjustjump

intoumtshatorightafterndigqibofumana

umsebenzinobeibingenguwe.

Nkosinathi:Iunderstandallofthat,butbabe...I'm

cominghomeqha.That'sallthatmatters.

Ismiled.

Me:yes,that'sallthatmatters,donemindme.Will

youbelandinginCapeTownorPE?



Nkosinathi:CapeTownbecauseIwannaseeyou,

thenI'llgotoPEafteraweekortwo.

Me:ohokay.

Nkosinathi:whencanIarrangetoseemyson?

Me:I'llspeaktosisSikiandgetbacktoyou.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Me:uhm...Yoursistercalledme,ebuzawhenlastI

spoketoyou.

Nkosinathi:baphantseabaqaphelabaandikho.An

entiremonth?

Me:wellyoucan'treallyblamethem,uyamenzau

upanddownnjekwawena.

Nkosinathi:I'mabusinessman,whatdidyoutellher?

Me:toldherIhaven'tspokentoyouinafewweeks.

Nkosinathi:didshebelieveyou?

Me:shehasnochoice,asinapeptalk.Utheokay

andsaidifyoudocallmeImustinformyou

bayakukhangelaasyourphonesareallon

voicemail.



Nkosinathi:I'llgotothemafterI'veseenmyson.

Theywon'tdiemabalinde.

Me:maybeyoucantrycallingyourmotherakwazi

baurightaphukhoyo.

Nkosinathi:okay.

Me:okay.Thanks.

Hesmiled.

Me:andthat?

Nkosinathi:you,alwaysconsideringmymotherin

everything.

Me:I'mamotherbra,Iwouldn'tsurvivenotknowing

wheremysonis,foranentirefourweeks.I'dgo

mad,trustme.

Nkosinathi:Iseethat,don'tstress.I'llcallheronceI

land.

Me:enkosi.



Nkosinathi:Iloveyou...IknowIhaven'ttoldyou

thatinawhilebutndiyakuthandanyhani.

Me:Iknowthat.

Nkosinathi:seeyouinafewdaysthen.

Me:seeyou.

Heblewakissbeforehangingup,probablyforMilli

becauseMillisuddenlythrewhishandsintheair

makingexcitedsoundsandlaughinginbetween

screaming.Wedrainedthewater,saphumaand

wenttobed.Igotinbedinmybirthdaysuit,Milliin

justhisnappy,theweatherwaspermittingusandI

wastootiredtolookforimpahlaanyway.

Iwassuddenlyatpeaceyazi,homereallyiswhere

weshouldfindpeace.Beingwithmysonbrought

mesomuchpeace,IwassocalmaroundhimND

justwatchinghimplayandlaughonhisown

broughtmesomuchhappiness.
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#Cassandra

ThefollowingmorningIwentshoppingwithmyson,

weactuallyjustwentouttogetsomeairand

becausebendifunauphumzaoosisinabo

khebabethwenguMoyaevenifit'sjustoneday.

Ididn'ttakehisstrollerngabomu,Iwantedhim

closetomychestmntakabawoandwehadintimate

conversationsaswewalkedupanddown

Greenacres,welaughedatnothing,weagreedand

arguedtoalmosteverything.Buttruthofthematter

is,webothenjoyedthistimeout...WelluntilIwent

tobuydunkedwings.

"Cassandra"

Iknewthatvoicealltoowell.ButIdidn'tturntu,I

wasactuallycussingundermybreath.Theywaited

untilIpaidatthecounterandasIwenttostandin



thewaitingque,Asenathi,herbrother'swifeandher

mothercorneredme.

Liyema:Cass,hi.

Me:Hi.

Liyema:unjanidear?

Ilookedatallthreeofthembrieflybeforeanswering

her.

Me:I'mokaythanks.Iseenirightnani.

Liyema:sirightsisi...Uyakhulaumntana?

Me:kakuhle.

Mam'Dakumba:khaw'mkhululendimbonesisi?

Me:andivama?

Liyema:ucelaubonaumntanaumama.



IsmiledasmyorderwascalledbeforeIcould

answerthem,ndabashiyaandwenttofetchit.

Xandibuyatheyleadthewayuntilwegotoutside.

Asenathi:uhmCassandra,ubudewamfumanau

Nathi?

Me:yes,uthehewillcallyourmotherwhenhelands

betweentomorrowandthefollowingday.

Asenathi:oh,sohewasreallyoutofthecountry?

Me:Ididn'task.

Asenathi:butyoujustsaidwhenhelands.

Me:sohedoesn'tlandxaevelaeJoburgorDurban

orCapeTown?Asenathi:kantiutheuphikuwe?

Me:Ijusttoldhimtocallyouorhismotherwhenhe

getsachance,andizomenzantobauphiorwenzani.

Asenathi:wenaumfumenekweyiphinumbersothat

Icancallhim?

Me:hevideocalledngoWhatsApp.

Asenathi:oohokay.



Nothankyou?Heh.Itooktwostepstowalkaway

nomntanam.

Mam'Dakumba:HaiboCassandra,awuzondibonisa

umntanangokusewulapha?Ukumkrobanje,

andizom'bamba.

Me:ha.amama.

Asenathi:forntoni?

Me:Andithethinawe,holdyourtongue.

Asenathi:haysukaholdmytongueyerubbish.

Ukumtyhilanjeumntana,akathiumamamothule

amfunqulemos.

Me:xaeseriousumamakhoAsenathiefunaubona

umntanawamshewillmakemeansayeekhaya,

akahlalistratweniuMilli.

Mam'Dakumba:Iknowthat,butapeakwon'thurt

noonesisi.Silaphasonkengoku.

Asenathi:uyakuthandakeucengwaugirl.



Liyema:hayAsenathi,awungenindawo.

Asenathi:lookather,unqikeneempumlomntaka

bawo.WhoahuNathiwayenzainto,ngesiphole

entlokobawayekhewandimamelaforoncewahlala

phakuSive.

Me:ahlalekuSive?USivelohungumamaka

Sinathiyourbelovedniece?Orisityourbeloved

sister?

Sheswallowedandlookedaround.

Me:HaykhawumekancinciwethumissGoody-two-

shoes.

Liyema:bendithethulaakuthethwanawe.

Ismiledandlookedathermother.

Mam'Dakumba:uNathiakafunisiyekokwenu.

Ukhalele.



Me:butdoyoublamehim?

Mam'Dakumba:nomydearIdon't,andtheworst

partofyonkelentoisthatIcouldhavelostmyson.

Me:yoursonbeingNkosinathi?

Shenod...

Mam'Dakumba:henolongerpopsinendlinilikehe

usedto,utatakhenoticedthathe'smadesome

changesonafewoftheirjointcompanies.

Liyema:bendithekekumamashemustn'tworyytoo

muchaboutthat,maybehe'sfinallygrowing.

Me:ormaybe,he'sfinallyseeinghisfamilyforwhat

itreallyis.

Asenathi:Cassandra,don't.Don'tyoudare.

Me:orwhat?

Shelookedatmefuming.



Me:seethegoodthingaboutyouhavingthis

unresolvedbeefwithmeisthatandicelikutya

kokwenu,andicelimanephukenikuweandiceli

nomcingawematshisikwaDakumba.Souzobila

uphindeuzihluzecozthereain'tnothingthatyou

gonnado.

Liyema:uxoloCasswedidn'tintendtocauseafight

here,wejustspottedyouandumamawasexcited

thatshe'llfinallyseeumzukulwanawakhe.Don't

minduAsenathi.

Me:umzukulwanakamamanguAmoheloandthe

restofyourkids.Shemadethatclearkwalastyear.

Mam'Dakumba:ohmntanam,ndaw'hlalandixolisa

kengaleyointo.Istilldon'tknowwhatgotintome.

Me:ndakuxolelakudalamama,trustmeIhave.

Shenod...Asifholdingbacktears.

Me:xaureadymamaforuyobonauMillion,uzucele

intombiyakhoikusephaekhayaxaingekhobusy.



I'vecometounderstandthatshe'saverybusy

person.

Theylookedather...Probablywonderingubusy

yintoni.Ubabebeyazithatnamandimazibaubusy

yintonibutshe'saverybusyperson,nangohambe

ezihlohlanjeezintwenizabantu.Bububusynobo.

Me:nihambekakuhlebethuna,Milliisgetting

uncomfortable.

Liyema:nanisisi,it'sniceseeingyou.

Me:wishIcouldsaythesame.

Liyema:don'tforceitsthandwa,everythingwillfall

intoplaceinduetime.

Inodandwalkedaway.

Icouldseethepaininhismother'seyes,the

longingofseeinghergrandson.Touchinghim.But

shedoesn'thaveagrandsonmos,hergrandson



wentdownthedrainasshehadwished.Kwalena

ndithimakayeekhayaibikukumsizelaqhaotherwise

Ididhopethatxaenokuvanyhaniafikekukhou

Cindy uyaw'kwanelakukuzichazaukuba

ungubani,awuboneumnyangoebengenengawo

veryfast.Akatshayintsangousisi.

WehadonemorestopnoMillibeforeheading

homeandthatwasWooliesforicecream.Oncewe

gotthat,weheadedtotheparkinglotandgotinour

car...Isweartherewasafamiliarperfumelingering

aroundtheparkinglot.Ijustdidn'tknowwhose.

OnceIfinishedstrappingMilliIgotinandstarted

myignition,droveoff.

WegothomeandsisCindywasbythepoolside

withherman,wejustwavedandwalkedinside.I

putMillionhiscotandscoopedice-creamfor

myselfandsomewingsontheside,leavingsome

fortherestofthefamily.



Mymindwasracing...Anditclicked.Theperfume

belongedtoTaSthera.Icaughtitwhentheyhad

himinthatstrangehouseforquestioning,yes.That

washisperfumeorcologneorwhateveritwasthat

heused.

Me:ohhellno!

IimmediatelypanickedandcalledLionel.

Lionel:MamakaMillion.Unjani?

Me:IthinkTaStheraisaround.

Lionel:what?

Me:bendisemallbhuti,IswearIsmelthisperfume

orcologneallovertheparkinglotwheremycarwas

parked.Heisbackbra.

Lionel:uphiwenangoku?

Me:ndisendliniIjustgothome.



Lionel:didyounoticeanyonefollowingyou?

Me:no...Ididn'tcheck.

Lionel:okay,don'tpanic.Juststayindoorsand

don'ttellyoursistersuntilIcallyouback.

Me:okay.AwuzozaeBhayike?

Lionel:Sandra,donotpanic.

Iswallowedhard.

Lionel:I'llcallyoubackjustnow.

Me:okay.

Hehungup.

Yhu!No.Never.
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#Nkosinathi



Ihadexperiencedpainacoupleoftimesonmy

chestandIdidn'ttakeanynoteofituntilI

complainedtoKhayaaboutitwhilewewerecoming

fromameeting,hethensuggestedIflydownto

Durbanandhavehisbrothercheckmeout.

Hehadbookedmewithafriendofhiswho'sa

cardiologist.ThedoctorthensuggestedIgohave

theoperationinUK,atthehospitalwherehetrained.

Hebookedhismentorformetodotheoperationso

whenthatwasdone,Ihadtoreturnhomeandsee

myson.He'stheonlyreasonIwasdeterminedto

fightthis.

IdecidedtostayjustanotherweekinDurbanand

reflect,recoup.Liyemacalledmethreedaysbefore

IheadedbacktoPE.

Me:Nkosikazi?

Liyema:bhuti,unjani?



Me:I'mgoodman,can'treallycomplain.Unjani

wena?

Liyema:I'mokay.

Me:usure?

Shesighed.

Me:talktome,what'sgoingon?

Liyema:umamaakekhoright.

Me:unantoni?

Liyema:thedoctorshaven'tseenanythingasyet,

buttheyransometestsyesterdayIthinkwe're

goingtogetthembackafterthreeweeks.

Me:ohhaikekuhlexaseniyilekwagqirha.

Liyema:uzobuyaniniwena?InfactuphicozuAse

uthiawukhoeJoburg.

Me:I'minDurban,willbehereforawhile.

Liyema:umamaokoethethangaweNkosinathi,



won'tyoujustcomebacktocheckonherthen

uphindekeuhambe?

Icoughedalil...

Me:I'llseewhatIcando,butI'mnotpromising

anything.

Liyema:pleasetrybra,like,pleasetry.

Me:utataakekhokanti?

Liyema:helefttoday,withAse.

Me:buthewasthereduringthedoctor'svisits?

Liyema:yes.

Me:alright,I'llcallherlatertoday.

Liyema:okaythanks.

Me:thankyoufortheheadsup.Sharp.

Wecutthecall.



WellIwasn'tgoingtoworryaboutanyoneelsebut

myselfrightnow.Ihadalwaysputmyselfsecond

bestoneverything,andtoeveryone.

AfterthatcallIcalledCassandra,justtocheckup

onmyson.Andher.Shedidn'tanswerthephone

immediatelysoIhungupafteraboutthreerings,

thenshereturnedmycall.

Me:mamakhe?

Cass:youcalled?

Me:yes,Iwasjustcheckinguponyouguys.

Cass:oh...Uright?

Me:yeahI'mgood,nirightnina?

Cass:we'reokay.Usureuright?

Ichuckled...



Cass:I'mserious,yousoundabitdown.Ortired.

Me:Imustbetired,butndiright.

Cass:okayke.Thanksforcheckinguponus.

Me:akhontoayidingayoumntana?

Cass:notyet,we'llgoforhisImmunizationlaterin

theweek.Uzobakhona?

Me:uhm,nondisabambekilengumsebenzi.

Cass:okay.

Me:I'llmakeitnexttime.

Cass:it'sjustImmunizationtatakhe,nobigdeal.

Me:butIknowIsaidIwantedtobethere,kwinto

yonke.

Cass:wellyoucan'tsplityourselfinhalf.I'mhere

sothat'sokay,andbesides,you'vegotalifeofyour

ownsoIdon'texpectyoutoadjustyonkinto

immediately.

Iknewshe'dgothere....



Me:Thix'ukhonaismyson,soeverythingelsehas

tocomeemvakwakhe.

Cass:andikuphikisanga.

Me:butyou'remakingitseemlikeIdon'tprioritize

him.

Cass:didIsaythat?

Me:Cassplease.Canwenotfight?

Cass:I'mnotfightingkodwaNkosinathi,I'mmerely

statingfactshere.

Itookadeepbreath...Releaseditandsaidmy

goodbyes.

Me:Ihavetogo,I'llcallyouxandibuyile.

Cass:okay.Sharp.

Me:sho.



Wehungup.

SometimesIfeellikeshe'sjustlikeAsenathi.

Akafunikungaxatyanwa,everytimetheremustbe

somethingthatwe'refightingover.Qho.Maybethat

exactlywhytheydon'tgetalongyazi,banayointo

efanayo.Notentirely,butikhona.

Followingweekshetoldmethatshewasaboutto

leaveforCapeTown,tostartatthenewjobsoItold

herndizobuyafollowingdaysothatIcouldspend

thedaywiththelilguy.ButbeforeIcouldspendthe

daywiththem,shepouredoutherhearttome

abouthowshefeltngamandhowI'vebeen

neglectingherfeelingsineverythingregardingmy

familyandourson.Afterthatphonecall,Ifeltso

muchpaininmyheart,itfeltphysical.SoIjust

calledthedoctortocomeandhavealook,ndingafi

umntanamekwenyeiprovince.

Doc:you'refine,youjustneedtotakeiteasy.

Me:andthepain?



Doc:itmighthavebeencausedbypanic.Didyou

argueorfightwithanyone?

Me:no,Ihaven'tfoughtorarguedwithanyone.

Doc:okay...Keepitatthat.

Inod...

Doc:haveyoudecidedtotellyourfamily?

Me:no.

Doc:MrDakumba,youneedasolidsupport

structureinordertocomeoutofthatoperation.You

needreasontofight.

Me:Ihaveenoughreasoninmysondoc,anyone

elsedoesn'treallymatter.

Doc:haveyoutoldhim?

Ismiled.

Me:he'snotevensixmonthsyet.



Doc:oh,areyouinspeakingtermswithhismother?

Me:yes.

Doc:canyouatleasttellher?Youhavetoatleast

havesomeoneyoucantrustwithyourlifebesides

yourson.

Ikeptquiet...

Hesatdownandlookedatme.

Doc:Iknowwehavedifferentproblemswithinour

families,andI'mnotjudging.Butifyouarein

speakingtermswiththemotherofyourchildplease

tellherwhat'sgoingonwithyou,shedeservesto

know.Whetheryoumakeit,ordon'tmakeitoutof

thatoperation.Don'tlethergothroughthetrauma

ofloosingyounotknowingwhatyou'vegone

throughandlateroninlifehavingtotryandexplain

toyoursonwhatwasyourcauseofdeath.Please,

swallowyourprideandtellheryouhaveaheart

problem.Yeswe'veconsideredasolutiontoit,but



thisjourneyismuchbetterwhenyouhave

someoneyoucanrelyoninamomentofweakness.

Me:she'sjustbeenthroughalotbradoc,Idon't

wanttoaddallofthisonher.

Doc:doyouthinkshe'llbehappyknowingthatyou

arenotwellbutyoudidn'ttrustherenoughtotell

her?

Me:I'mmerelyprotectingher.

Doc:usure?

Iswallowedhard...

Me:okayI'llthinkaboutit.

Doc:thankyou.Letmenowleaveyou,restplease.

Me:Ihavetogohome.I'llrestwhenIgetthere.

Doc:restnow,youcanflyouttonight.You'renot

rushingforflighttimes.Lala.



IlaughedathimasIwalkedhimout...Afterhe

droveoutIpacked,mademyselffoodandwentto

liedownabit.Ihadtofindawayoftelling

Cassandraofwhat'sgoingonwithme,awaythat

won'thurtherbecauseshe'sbeenthroughalotand

Iwasn'tthere.Nowndithigqisendimongeza

ngomthwaloumntanawabantu.
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Hedrovemehomeandpromisedtokeepintouch

ashewasplanningtospendatleasttwoweeks

here,undercoverofcourse,buthedidallofthisso

wecanmeetandseewherethisrelationshipwill

takeus.Ifwedotryit.

ThreedayslaterIwenttothemallagain,Iwas

givingCassandherbabydaddytimetothemselves.

Ididalotofwindowshopping,grabbedanice-

creamandasIcontinuedjustmindingmyown

business,IsawBhutS'thembele.Ifeltchestpains.



Me:kantioobhutididn'tdealwiththisguy?

Iquicklywalkedpasttherestauranthewassitting

in,butthenIcaughtaglimpseofGinger.Iwalked

back,yesitwashim.Theywerehavinglunch.I

walkedaway,gotintoashoptwoblocksawayfrom

wheretheywereeatingandcalledhim...

Ginger:baby,hey.

Me:heeey,yougood?

Ginger:I'mokay,I'mgood.Yougood?

Me:yeah.

Ginger:youmissingmealready?

Me:it'sbeenwhat,threedays?

Hechuckled...



Ginger:well,Icanarrangesomethingifyou'regame.

Me:somethinglikewhat?

Ginger:maybelatelunchordinner?

Me:let'smakeitlunch.Ican'tbeoutverylate.

Ginger:I'llsendacartopickyouupatfourthen.

Me:alright...Whatareyoudoing?

Ginger:I'mhavingabitewithafriend.

Me:mmh,doIknowthefriend?

Hewentsilent.

Andclearedhisthroat.

Ginger:nah,Idon'tthinkso.

Me:wellIhopethatfriendisnotaharmfullfriend

now.

Ginger:he'stotallyharmless,trustmeonthat.

Me:ohit'sahe?ThewayyouhesitatedwhenI



askedifIknowthefriendyou'dhaveswornit'sa

she.

Helaughed.

Ginger:Iwasn'thesitant,I'meating.SoIwas

chewingandswallowingbaby.

Me:alrightthen,seeyouatfour.

Ginger:can'twait.

Ichuckledandhungup.

Whywouldhelieaboutbeingwithmybrotherinlaw?

Whywouldtheybemeetingherefuthi?Whatifthey

werebacktotheiroldtricksagain?

Ipanickedandwenthome,TaNkowasleaving.I

wenttochangefor"latelunch",gotintoaLilsexy

numberandputonsomemakeup.Gingerlooked

likehewasgifted,andIwashopinghe'dgiveme



someofthatgiftbecauseI'vebeeninadesert.My

boyfriendbackhomewasplayingmindgameswith

me,andyesIsuspectedhewascheatingbutatthe

sametimeIknewhe'dnevercheatonme.Ulungile

lamntuforurhaqaza.

CasscameintomyroomjustasIputonperfume....

Cass:weeeeehmameh!

Ilaughedatherexclamation.

Cass:yourboyfriendfollowedyoutohere?

Me:nope.

Cass:thenwhoareyoudressedupfor?

Me:apotentialside.

Cass:awhat?

Iturnedandlookedather....



Me:I'mgoingoutforalatelunchwithsomeguyI

metonFacebook.

Cass:HaiboOnele,that'snotsafe.

Me:we'dbemeetinginpersonforasecondtime,

it'squitesafe.

Cass:OneleMzayi.

Me:relaxmntase.Akhonixezokwenzeka.

Shelookedatmeworried.

Me:what,amItoosexy?

Cass:doyouhavecondoms?

Me:yep,aboxuntouched.

Cass:okaygood.

Me:whywouldyouaskmeaboutcondoms?

Cass:becauseOnele,youaredefinitelygoingto

havesexafteryourlunch.You're...Arghnevermind.



Ismiled.

She'salwaysbeenthecarefulandcautiousone,I

wasn't.AndmnaIwantedtolivemylifetothe

fullestwithoutbeingpressuredbyanyonetolive

accordingtotheirstandards.Umamanotatadid

theirpartverywell,Ihadtheteachingsattheback

ofmymindbutmyadventurousselfwasalways

readytoexperiment.

Me:don'tworry,wedon'tneedanotherMillionjust

yet,I'llbecareful.

Cass:thanks.

Thenshewalkedaway.

IlaughedatherasIfollowedrightbehindher,

kissedMilliwhenwegotdownstairsandmade

myselfjuiceandmuffinwhilewaitingtobepicked

up.IcouldtellCasswasuncomfortable.She

wantedtosaysomethingqhakubanguyeshewas



calculating...

Me:youbetterstopgawkingatmeandsaywhat's

onyourmind.

Cass:what?

Ilookedatherwhileeating,shesighed.

Cass:kutheniusenzalentouyenzayo?

Me:ndenzentoni?

Cass:youknowhowmuchyourboyfriendlovesyou,

whywouldyougooutwithanotherman.Amanyou

donotknowkefuthi.

Me:I'mnotmarriedtomyboyfriendmntase,ndise

mncincimnatodepressmyselfngeerelationships.

Cass:todepressyourself?

Me:yes.I'vebeenhavingonlinefunwiththisnew

guyforawhilenow,hegivesmeattentionukodlula



myphysicalboyfriend.

Cass:soallyou'reafteristheattention?

Me:kantikufunwantonikwirelationship?

Cass:thenwhydon'tyoucommunicatewithyour

boyfriend?

Idrankup...

Me:because,heknowswhathe'ssupposedtodo.

Hejustchoosesnottodoit.

Cass:Ijustdon'twantyoutogethurt.

Me:I'mnotgonnagethurt,butthankyouforcaring.

Nowthere'smyride,seeyou.

Cass:you'rereallygoingoutdressedlikethat?

Me:yep.Ciao!

Iwalkedout...

AblackMaseratiwaswaitingforme,theguy



openedthedoorformeandwedrovetoahoteljust

outsideofPE.IgotoutandwasmetmyGingerat

thedoor,wehuggedandmyinsidesturnedatthe

smellofhiscologne.Hewalkedmetoarestaurant

atthebackofthehotel,theweatherwasallowing

forustositoutside.Ourdrinkscamethrough...

Me:stopstaringatme.

Hesmiledandlookedaway.

Ginger:forsomereason,I'mloosingconcentration.

Ilaughedathim.

Ginger:youlookbeautiful,sexy.

Me:thankyou.

Ginger:areyoucomfortable?



Me:I'mbreathingjustfine.

Ginger:shuu!Okay.

Ilaughedagain.

OkaymaybeIwasabittoosexy,butleatheris

comfortable.Ihadabrownleatherdresson,veryV

onthetwins,"vacant"atthebackfrommyneckto

mywaistandjustabovetheknee.

Iloveddressingup.

Iloveddressingupforadateevenmore,andIwas

enjoyingthetorturehewasin.Itwassuchaturnon.
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Wehadourlatelunch,laidonaverylightandeasy

goingconversationthenitstartedtodrizzle.We

quicklywentinside...Alongwithotherpeoplewho

wereenjoyinglunchphandle.



Ginger:let'sgogetyouajacketbeforeItakeyou

home.

Me:phi?

Ginger:inmyroom.

Me:oh,you'rebookedhere?

Henodasheledtheway,Ifollowedrightbehind

him.Wegottohisroom.Suite.AndIjustwalked

aroundlookingatthebooksintheshelves,he

emergedwiththejacket,brownleatherbikerjacket

formen.

IsmiledasIextendedmyhandtotakeit.

Ginger:wehavethesametaste,yes.

Me:I'mamazed.



Helaughedandhelpedmewiththecollar.Instead

ofmyheadgoingforwardsohecouldflipthecollar,

Iflippedmyheadontohischestashestoodbehind

mewithourbodieseversoclose.

Hechuckled....

Ginger:sizonxibaisilambakeapha,don'tgetany

weirdideas.

Me:andsiyanxibamosnangoku.Whywouldyou

thinkI'mgettingweirdideas?

Islightlypushedmyassontohiscrotch.

Ginger:baby!

Me:whaaat?

Ginger:yekalentouyenzayo.

Me:HaibowhathaveIdone?



Helaughedandturnedmearound,therewasavery

smallgapbetweenourbodies.Icouldsmellhis

breath,alcoholinfused.

Ginger:don'tyoudothistome.

Me:ndikwenzentoni?

Helickedhisbottomlip,Ifeltheatfromthebottom

ofmybelly,Icrossedmylegs.

Ginger:Iknowyou'renotavirgin.

Me:wawuyivengammoslonto.

Ginger:Yes,butIdon'twanttohavesexwithyou

justyet.Please.

Me:whynot?

Ginger:wearestillgettingtoknoweachother.We

don'thavetorushtoanything.



Me:okay...

Ginger:andI'mafraidofgettingyouknockedup.

Youstillhavevarsitytogetto,umncinci.Youcan

nevermanagewithachildrightnow.

Me:okay,Gotit.

Hesmiledandpinchedmycheek.

Ginger:ndiyak'ncanywajoe,seriously.

Me:ndiyak'ncanywanam.

Hekissedme,Irespondedandwejuststoodthere

kissing.Afteracoupleofsecondshishandwentfor

mywaistbutitlandedonmybuttandthat'swhere

helostit.Hegrabbedmyassandpulledmeeven

closertohim,Ifelttheroughnessofhissecond

handonmythighandIknewit'sabouttogodown.

Hepushedmeagainstthewallandkissedheaven



outofme,hewassoooointoitandinasplitsecond,

Ipushedhimbackabitandfixedmydress.

Ginger:yintoningoku?

Me:weknowwherethiskissisleadingto,and

cannothavesexrightnow,wearemerelygettingto

knoweachother.

Helookedatmewithbothhandsonhiswaist.

Ginger:Babe...

Me:especiallywithyoulivinginadifferentcountry,

whatifnyhaniIdogetpregnantlike...Wejustcan't.

Hesteppedcloser,pullingmywaist.

Ginger:forgetwhatIsaid.

Me:njani?Whenyoumadesuchvalidpoints?



Ginger:we'llbecarefulbaby.

Me:nobabe.

Ginger:okayforgetIsaidanything.

Me:look,I'msosorryIseducedyou.Butyou'reright,

wecan'tdothis.

Ginger:I'malreadymessedupkengoku,ndenze

njani?

Me:aw'nababyoil?I'msureyoucandoself-service.

Hechuckledashekissedmyneck,Iwasdoinga

silentprayerthatmynipplesdon'tfeelashardas

theyactuallywereonhischestbecausetheywere

erect.Yonkeintowaserect.

Ginger:maybeIcandothatself-servicewithyou

watching?

Me:what?Hellno.

Ginger:whynot?



Ididn'tanswerhim,hebitmyneckashemadeway

backtomylipsthenleftmestandingthere.I

followedhim,hetookoutbabyoilfromthedrawer

nexttohisbed.Musthavebeenhisfrequent

favoriteeverynightxaideibekufuphikangaka.He

wenttofetchatowelfromthebathroomandhe

lookedatmeasheunzippedhistrousers.

Me:youbetterbekiddingme.

Ginger:ItoldyouI'minamess.

Me:surelyyoucandothatafterI'veleft.

Ginger:andyouexpectmetoconcentrateapha

endleleni?

Theguydidn'tjustremovehispantsbuthe

undressedtotally.Hewasleftwithhisboxersashe

satontheedgeofthebed(whatanicebodyhehad,

darkandverymasculine)...Putonmusicandoiled

hishands.



Islowlywalkedintotheroom,closingthedoor

behindme.Asifkungangenaumntu

Ginger:maybeyoucouldstandwhereIcanseeyou

properly,IneedaLilmotivationhere.

Me:I'mnotyourmotivationGinger.

Ginger:baby.

Me:haysukawheredoyougetmotivationxa

ndingekho?

Ginger:youdon'treallyexpectmetolookatyour

nudesukhona,right?

Ilaughedathim...

Iputmybagonthefloorandwenttositonachair

bythewindow,itwasonagreatviewforhim.He

flippedthehemofhisboxersandremovedhis

massivejoystick,Igasped.OkayfineGingeris

waaaaayolderthanme,whichisprettymuch



understandablewhyhismanhoodwouldbebigger

thanthatofmyboyfriend.He'sobviouslysentme

hisownnudesbeforebuttoactuallyseeitright

beforemynakedeyeswastotallydifferent.He

strokedhisstickasifhewasinhisownworld,

stealingalookatmeeverynowandthen.Iwas

totallyturnedonbyjustwatchinghim,mindinghis

ownbusinessandtheminuteheclosedhiseyes

withasoftbreathescapinghislips,Iliftedmydress

tomywaistandstartedself-servicingmyself.One

handbetweenmywideopenthighsandtheother

grabbingvigorouslyonmybreasts,Imanagedto

releaseamoanandheopenedhiseyes...Istopped.

Ginger:don'tstopbaby,keepgoing.

Utshokubani?

ImasturbateduntilIorgasmedandfunnyenough,

weorgasmedatthesametime.Hegotupfromhis

bedandkneltdownbeforemyopenlegsand

withoutevensayingaword,heburiedhisfacein



mycoochie.The45%ofmoralsthatIhad,went

rightthroughthewindow.Icouldn'tcontrolmyself,

heknewwhathewasdoing,hehadexperience,his

tonguewaseducated.Harvardissues.Ihated

myselfforcomparinghimtomyboyfriendbuthay

cha,myboyfriendwouldcomethirdandGinger

wouldtakethefirsttwospots.Hemademecumin

hismouththreemoretimesbeforeliftingmeupand

carryingmetohisbed.Iwatchedmydressfly

acrosstheroomandhegrabbedapillow...

Ginger:turnaround.

Thecommandinhisvoice!Damn.
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Iturnedaround,thepillowonmylowerabdomen

andhebentdownandthrusthishotandwettongue

downthere.Iwasprobablyspeakingintongues



becausesomeofthethingshewasdoingtome

wereforeigntomybody,thiswasatotallydifferent

experience.Inasmuchasitwasanewexperience,

Ienjoyedit.Iwashappy.

Assoonashestoodup...

Me:pleasegrabmybag.

Hedidn'taskwhy,hejustwenttogetmybag,I

removedtheboxofcondoms,openedoneandgave

him.HedidthehonorsandinnotimeIfelthim

slowlytakingterritory.Hehadagreatcommand

andcontrol,hishandsroughbutverymuchin

controlandsoothingatthesametime.Iremember

atsomepointwhenheflippedmearoundtolayme

onmyback,IlickedoffsweatfromhisneckandI

didn'tcareaboutthatbeingunhygienic...Iwas

gettingserviced.Properly.That'swhatmattered,the

factthatheknewhisbusinessandheshowed

determinationtomasteritwasthebestthingto



watch.

Ifelthisfullnessbetweenmythighs,intheinner

depthsofmywomanhoodIfelthisfullgirth.Aftera

coupleoffucking,hemadeslowlovetome.The

kindthatmakesyoucatchfeelings,thedeep

strokes,themoans,thekissesinbetweenevery

struggletobreath,theassgrabsandthenipple

sucks.Yes,thatslowlove.Heburiedhisheadon

thegapbetweenmyneckandmyshoulderandin

thenextminute,hedeeplymoanedmyname.

Twoifnotthreecondomslater,wewerebothworn

out.WellIwaswornout,Idon'tknowabouthim.He

didn'tseemlikehewaswornoutatall.Welaidin

eachother'sarmsandsoakedinwhathadjust

happened...I'manattentionidiotkeIknow.Iwas

cuddledupagainsthisbody,hehadhisstrongarm

keepingmeveryclosetohimandobviouslyIwas

enjoyingthemoment.Hefeltlikehewasminealone,

Iknewtherewasahighpossibilityofhimhaving



anotherwomanwherehewascurrentlylivingbut

rightnow,hefeltlikehebelongedtome.

Ginger:yourbrotherscanneverfindoutaboutthis.

Me:Ididn'tknowuboyikathatmuch.

Ginger:it'snotevenaboutukuboyikababy,Ibrokea

bro-codehere.Wedon'tdateourfriendssistersor

cousins.

Me:butyou'renotfriendsanymore.

Ginger:Iknowthat,butstill.

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Me:they'dprobablykillthebothofus.Imean,I've

justhadamazingsexwithintangayabo.Yho!

Heliftedmychinandkissedme,fullonthelips.



Ginger:sothesexwasamazing?

Ididn'tanswerhim,Ijustkissedhim.Thenstopped.

Me:ndivexandisithithey'dkillthebothofus.

Ginger:butwhathappenedtoagejustbeinga

number?

Me:I'minmatric,you'reoldenoughtobemarried

andprobablyhaveaboutthreechildrenbynow.Age

justain'tnonumberhere.

Helaughed...

Ginger:wellinthatcase,youcancallmedaddy.

Iburstoutlaughing.

Ginger:see,it'snotsobad.



Me:mmhIknow.

Wekissedagain,histhighwasbetweenmythighs

andIrubbedmycoochieagainstit.Sendingme

straighttoorgasmwhilewewerestillkissing,he

heldmyassinplacewhiletherestofmybody

shiveredatthepleasure.

Ginger:you'reabad,badgirl.

IblushedandburiedmyfaceontohischestasI

cooleddown.

Myphonerangsomewhere...

Me:excuseme.That'smyphone.

Igotupandlookedforit,founditonthechair.



Me:Sandra,hey.

Cass:areyouonyourwayback?

Me:uhm...Whydoyouask?

Cass:becauseoosisibasendleleniebuya

emsebenziniOnele.Ndizothiuphielixesha?

Me:I'llbehomeinthenextthirtyminutesmntase.

Cass:okay.

Shehungup.

Ginger:youhavetogo?

Me:yep.

Ginger:takeashowerfirst.

IrolledmyeyesathimasIcollectedmyclothes

andwenttofreshenup,hefollowedemvakwam.

Wemighthavehadaquickieinthere,inmyentire



sexualactivelifeIhaveneverfeltsuchsexual

attractiontoanyonebefore.Thetypethatevenif

ningavalelanaendliniforanentireweek,anidikwa?

That'sexactlyhowIfelt,thatevenifwecouldgoon

exiletogether,we'dhavesexfrommorningto

eveningwithoutgettingtiredorbored.Heliterally

tookmetoplacesI'veneverbeento,andhewasso

muchincontrol.Uyenzayonkelentoyakheepholile,

akangxamangaandhisdeepvoiceofcommand

justtopsitalloff.Aftertheshowersanxibaandhe

tookmehome,wekissedandhedroveaway.

Iwalkedinendliniandluckilyndafikaafewminutes

beforethebigsistersarrive.Phew.Whataclose

call.

Me:molweni.

Casslookedup,



Me:uleleuMilli?

Cass:nope,uyadlala.

Iwenttokisshim,IwantedtogetclosertoCassI

knewsozeangabinantoyothetha.And,Iwantedto

knowifIreallysmeltofGingeroritwasjustme

sincebendisondelekakhulukuye.

Cass:pleasegotakeashower.

Me:Ishoweredaphondivelakhona.

Cass:wellOneleunukaindoda.

IstoppedplayingwithMilliandlookedather.

Me:you'rejoking,right?

Cass:eshe,khaw'hambeuyovasantombi.

Me:ohboy.Hlalaphamntanam,makaziuyabuya

ngoku.



Igrabbedmybagandwenttomyroom,showered

andgotintopj's,bythetimeIreturneddownstairs

thebigsisterswereback.

Wehaddinnerandplayedcardsthenweallwentto

ourrooms.Casscameknockingonmine...

Me:youcancomeinifyoucomeinpeace.

Cass:mxm.

Shepushedthedooropenandwalkedin,sittingon

theedgeofthebed.

Me:what'sup?

Cass:what'sbotheringyou?

Me:me?Nothing.

Cass:you'reactingoutofcharacterOnele,meeting



strangersandhavingsexwiththemisnotyou.

Me:seewhyIsaidngenaifyou'vecomeinpeace?

Cass:ndicingelawenaaphaOnele,what'sgoingon?

Isighed....

Me:nothingisgoingon,nothingisbotheringme,

I'mjusthavingfun.

Cass:I'mnotsayingdon'thavefunbutnotngesex

mntasekhaya.

Me:weusedprotection.

Cass:howoldishe?

Me:whydoesitmatter?

Cass:Ijustwannaknow.

Me:Ineverasked.

Cass:you'relyingtome.

Me:bra,uTaNkoukushiyangeminyakaemingaphi?

Closetoten?Whywouldyoucarehowoldtheguy



I'mseeingis?

Shenod...

Me:I'msorry.

Cass:it'sokay,Ijusthopeyou'rereallybeingcareful.

Me:Iam.Stopstressingyourself.

Shetriedtosmile...

Cass:okayke...Goodnight.

Me:Iloveyou.

Cass:loveyoutoo.

Sheturnedofthelightasshewalkedout.Ibreathed.

Haibo,Iwasn'tplanningtogetpregnanthere,Iwas

justhavingfun.F.U.N.That'sit.
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Rightaftersheleft,IgotacallfromGingerbutI

mutedmyphonejustincaseCasswasstandingby

thedoor.Eavesdropping.

Afterabout15minuteshecalledagainandI

answered...

Me:hey.

Ginger:hey,areyoubusy?

Me:uhmno,Iwasbusywhenyoucalledfirst.

Ginger:oohokay.Justwantedtosaygoodnight.

Ismiledanddidn'tanswerhim...

Ginger:Iwishitwaspossibleforyoutosleepinmy



arms,butyeah.

Me:Iwishyazi.

Ginger:butI'msurewecouldworksomethingout

xauyeePretoriakusisiwakho.

Me:ain'tgoingnearherhouseanytimesoon.

Ginger:youdon'tstruckmeasagrudgykindof

person.

Me:Idon'tholdgrudgesatall,Ijustdon'twanttogo

anywherenearherpersonalspace.

Hechuckled.

Ginger:couldhavefooledme.

Me:meaning?

Ginger:benitightbeforeallofthatshithappened,

nowallofasuddenyoudon'twanttobeinher

personalspace?Comeonbabe.



Ichuckledanddidn'tanswerhim.

Ginger:you'reobviouslystillgrudgingagainsther

fortheshooting,andmaybeherhusband'sdoings.

Ididn'tanswerhim...Hewasonthevergeof

upsettingmeandIdidn'tknowhowtoreactasyet.

Ginger:areyoustillthere?

Me:yep.

Ginger:oh,youjustwentquietonme.

Me:I'mlisteningtoyoutalkingaboutmeasifyou

knowmealltoowell.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Me:goon.I'mstilllistening.

Ginger:hayikebabeIdidn'tmeanitlikethat.



Me:Imean,justbecauseIhadsexwithyoudon't

youmakethemistakeofthinkingIforgotwhatallof

youputmysisterthrough.UbhutiSthe,usis

Asanda,nawe.I'mverymuchaware.

Ginger:baby...

Me:yintoni?

Ginger:I'msorry,akhangendiyithatheolohlobo,I

wasjustcommentingbasedonmyobservations.

Me:observationsoziqaleniniGinger?Wejustmet.

Whendidyougetachanceofobservemybehavior

orreactiontowardsusisi?

Hedidn'tanswerme.

Me:UnfortunatelyforallofyouI'mnotlike

Cassandrake,ImaybeabityoungandwildbutI'm

notasnaiveasImighthavecomeacross.

Especiallytoyou.

Ginger:I'msorry.



Me:no,I'msorry.Goodnight.

ThenIhungup,andturnedoffmyphone.Iknew

he'sgonnacallmebackrightafterIhungupthat's

whyIswitchedthephoneoff.Islept,andforthree

daysIhadmyphoneoffuntilontheforthday

umamacalledCassandaskedformeesithishe

cannotgetholdofmefrommyownphone.

Cass:where'syourphone?

Me:chargingeroomini.

Cass:umamauthishecalledyouizoloanditwas

onvoicemail,shecalledyouthismorningandit's

stillonvoicemail.

Igotup...

Cass:iseverythingokay?

Me:yep.



Cass:usure?Imean,Ihaven'tseenyouwithyour

phoneafteryourdate.

Me:everythingisperfectmntase,usisiuzophuma

bani?

Cass:uSiki?

Me:yeah.

Cass:ugodukile,CindyuseKapa.

Me:great.

ThenIrushedofftomyroom,IknewGingerwould

wantustomeetandanywayIwantedashagtoo,

sowithoosisibobabinibengekho,whywouldInot

go?

Isatonmybedandswitchedmyphoneon,his

messagesfloodedinbutIcalledumamak'qala.

Mom:Hewethuubuyanini?



Ilaughed.

Me:hellomommy,unjanikodwa?

Mom:ndakuphoxakeOnele.

Ilaughedevenmore,shewasirritated.

Me:ndcelanindithumeleleimaliyobuyandibuyeke.

Mom:eshe.Mnkq,whathappenedtoyourphone?

Me:Iwashavingnetworkissuesizolobut

namhlanjeibisecharge.Uxoloma.

Mom:oohokay,hayIwasjustcheckingonyou.

Awuzokwaziubuyaushiyeudad'wenuyedwaapho.

LindauCindyabuye.

Me:uzobuyaniniyenamama?

Mom:ebetheendoftheweek.

Me:ohokay,hayakhongxakima.So,uzandifakela

lemali?



Mom:imaliyothiniOneleungekazobuya?

Me:imaliyedata,yezintoezimnandimamahaibo.

Shelaughed.

Mom:utheuSikithere'senoughofizintoezimnandi

aphoendlini,nibabininizokonela.

Isulkedandmumbled.

Mom:ngaskendikuthwaxengefaydukhwe.

Ilaughedather,shelaughedbackandpromisedto

sendmedata.IopenedMessengerandread

throughiimessageszikaGinger,thenwenton

WhatsAppandhewasonline.Ididn'tevenspend

fiveminutesreadingezabanyeabantuiimessages,

hecalled.



Me:hi.

Ginger:babe...I'msorry.

Me:okay.

Ginger:canIseeyou?

Me:Idon'tfeellikegoingouttoday.

Ginger:that'scool,I'maroundyourareaIcancome

byyourhouse.

Me:okay.

Ginger:sharp.

Ihungup.

IwentbacktotheloungeandCassandherson

weregoingtoherbedroomfortheirmid-daynap.I

grabbedanappleandwaited,after25minuteshe

textedbamandiphume.Iwalkedoutandsawhis

carthreeblocksawayfromendlini,soIwalked

towardsit.Gotinandgreetedhim...Hehadwings

andwasdrinkingastrawberrymilkshake.



Ginger:Imissedyou.

Me:it'sjustbeenthreedays.

Ginger:whydidyouputoffyourphone?

Me:Ididn'twannatalktoyou.Where'smyshake?

Hesmiled...

Ginger:youcanhavemine.

Me:thanks.

Itookitanddranklookingahead.

Ginger:sobasicallyumntuuyakwaziukubasexy

nobauqumbile?

Ididn'tanswerhim,myattentionwasontheroadin



frontofusandthestrawintheshake.

Ginger:Nelle?

Ilookedathim.

Ginger:khayekelentouyenzayomfondini,yintoni

ngokukwacabandizocengananaweisidala?

Me:hehmfondini,xaungazocengananamisidala

uzothiniapha?Youknowwhat?Byebye.

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedbackhome,he

reversedanddroveslowlyrightnexttome.

Ginger:ufunandithinikebecausendilucelileuxolo

anduyayazinawebandiyakukhumbula.

Me:gobacktowhereyoucamefrom,leaveme

alone.

Ginger:andizokwazikeukuleave'aalone.Bona



icebo.

Iopenedigateyasekhayaandwalkedin,

Me:naliicebo.Bye.

Forsomereasonthiswasentertainingtohim,he

laughedatmeandandajikatundangenaekhaya

andchilled.AfterawhileIsawhiscardriveaway.

[06/26,15:09] :#Mpumelelo_44

#Onele

Iignoredhimyaphelaimini,atnighthecametomy

houseandcalledmetocomeout.Iwashaving

dinnerwithCass,Millionmylap.

Me:hello?

Ginger:I'moutside.



Me:whatfor?

Ginger:Onele?

Me:hhm?

Ginger:ndithendiphandle.

Hehungup.

Isighed...Withalittlebitofexcitement.

Cass:andthat?

Me:Ihavesomethingtoattendtophandle,ndcela

ubambeuMilli.

Cass:atthistimeofthenight?

Irolledmyeyesather.

Cass:hayhambanayesothatungaout'i,

andikuthembangatu.



IlaughedandputMillionhissmallcot.

Me:I'llbeback.

Cass:Oneleungaout'i.

Me:woyikaulalawedwa?

Cass:uzukheungabuyinjebrauzobonaI'mcalling

home.

Ilaughedandwalkedoutwithmyphone.Thesame

spotheparkedatearlier,Iwalkedtothecarandhe

wasoutsidethistimearound.Smoking.

Me:I'masthmatic.

Hequicklyputouthiscigaretteandwentfora

sanitizerinhiscarandabubblegum.



Ginger:sorryaboutthat.

Me:ufunantoniaphaelixesha?

Ginger:ndifunawena.

Me:Tyhinihaikengoku.

Ginger:ubufunandifunentoniwenakokwenu

besidesyou?

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthis.

Hepulledmyarm,asIyankedithehadalready

gottengripofmydressandbeforeIknewit,Iwas

rightunderhisnose.

Ginger:yintonimfondini?

Me:ey'phi?

Ginger:lentounetalingoku?

Me:icherrieiyacengwa,notlenonsenseuyenzayo.

Hekissedme,andthenlookeddeepintomyeyes.I



swearIimmediatelygotwet,mylowerinsideswere

cravingforhisfullness.Whywasthismandoing

thistome?YesIwantedhimtocomeback,henceI

wasabitexcitedwhenhesaidhe'soutsidebutthis

wasn'tpartofit.Hewasmakingmefeellikehe'sa

godthatIshouldworship.

Ginger:ndenzainonsense?

Me:kuyabandaforundikhuphelalentoekhaya

ndisatyakamnandi.

Againhekissedme,thistimehishandwentupmy

behindandgrabbedmyass,hedidn'tsayaword

butIknewthatwewerebothbuildingup.Alotof

thingsweremakingmeweak:hiscologne,his

breathing,hisgriponmywaistandhisgrabonmy

ass.Notforgettingthathisthighwasbetweenmy

legsallofasudden.

Ginger:ufunauyogqibezelaukutyakwakhokengoku



okanye??

Ididn'tanswerhim...HeopenedhiscarandIgotin

kungatshiwongo ♀ hegotinonhissideand

wedrovetoNandos,thentohishotelroom.Sithe

singenaeroominizabeiimpahlasezibhabharight

acrosstheroom,ukutyasikushiyephaemva

kwecango.Eitherthistimearoundhewasprepared

ormyboxofcondomswasstillhere,Isawa

glimpseoftheboxasheswirledmearoundsoIcan

facethewallwhilehekissedmyneckfrombehind

andremovedthelastitemsIhadonmybody,then

heturnedmebackaroundsowecouldkiss.

Hepinnedmeupagainstthewallnearthe

bathroomdoor,thenhefocusedhisenergyonmy

boobs.Fromthelickingandsuckling,theysuddenly

gotpuffyandmynippleswerestandingtoattention.

AsIbreathed,becausehehadleftmypuffyboobs,

hesliddowntohiskneesandburiedhishead

betweenmyspreadthighs.Onlyonehandofhis



wasonmychest,keepingmepinnedtothewall

whileatethelightsoutme.Ihadtograbthedoor

postforsupportasmywallscamegushingdown,

hekissedmeoutofthecoochie,upmybellyand

straighttomylipsashecarriedmetothebed.He

gavemeacondomtoopenwholeheunbuttoned

hisjeans,helethimselfinandassoonashiswhole

packagewasinsideme,hejuststopped.Paused.

Thenhebentdownandwekissed,mybody

loosenedaswekissedandthenIfelthimmovingin

andout.Mywallsmusthaveclampedaroundhis

dickhencehehadtostopandkissmesothatI

couldloosenup.

Oncehegothisrhythm,therewasnostoppinghim.

Justlikebefore,wewentforthreecondomsand

thencuddled.

MyphonerangasIwasclosingmyeyes,face

buriedinthisguy'schest.



Me:Cass?

Cass:Areyoustilloutside?

Me:no,butndiyeza.

Cass:ohmyGodOnelekuthethwanjaninawekanti?

Me:eshe,ndikuphathelentoni?

Cass:thisisnotajokeOnele,ifyou'renothomein

thenexthourI'mcallingumama,I'mnotjokingwith

you.

Me:gimmetwobra,please.

Cass:didyouseethetimenow?IfIgiveyoutwo

morehoursthatmeansyou'llbehomengo10pm?

Isighed.

Moodspoiler.

Me:yes.

Cass:okayfine.Ifby10:15awukholaphathenI'm

callinghome,andI'mcallingthepolicetoreportyou



asamissingperson.

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.Shehungup.Iputthe

phoneawayandclosedmyeyes,afterafew

minutesIlookedatthisguy'schest.Hehad

beautifultattoos,Ikissedoneofthem,lightlybitthe

otherandthenlookedupathim.

Ginger:whatareyoudoingtomychest?

Ismiledanddidn'tanswerhim.Heliftedmychin

andwekissed,mylegwentoverhisbody,histwo

handsonbitmyasscheeksandwecontinuedto

kiss.ThenIstoppedhim...

Me:thisisnice,butyouhavetotakemeback.

Ginger:yeah,canweeatfirst?ThenIcantakeyou

home?

Me:sure,where'sthefood?



Webothlookedaround,andwhenbothoureyes

metthebagbythedoorweburstoutlaughing.We

wenttofetchthefood,mybodycringedatthesight

ofhisdickashewalkedbacktobed.Ohmyword!

Ohmygoodness.

Butfunnyenough,Iwasstillhopingforonemore

roundbeforegoinghome.AndonerounddidIget!

Afterwehadeaten,hesuggestedwe"sayour

goodnight"ngeroundey'1andofcourseIdidn't

declinetheoffer.Heallowedmetoride,untilmy

bodygaveintothepleasures,heturnedusaround

andhefinishedoffthework...Seeinghimejaculate

hadtobethebestsighteverespeciallywithhis

entirebodyonmine,Igottofeelit'sstiffnessand

hearhisgrowls.Afterallofthat,hetookmehome,

anditwasn'teven10pmyet.
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Asheparkedoutside,IcalledCassandra.



Cass:Hi?

Me:I'moutside.

Shedidn'trespondbutIsawthecurtainonthefront

windowsopen.

Me:see?I'mhome,evenbefore10pm.

Cass:Ungandidikikemnakodwandicingelanane

safetyyakho.

Me:yeahyeah.

Shehungup.

Ginger:sowhenamIseeingyouagain?

Me:Idon'tknowbutndiyahambaFriday.

Ginger:thiscomingFriday?



Inod.

Ginger:thencanwespendthedayThursday?

Me:canwemakeitWednesday?ThursdayI'llhave

todosomeshoppingandpacking.

Ginger:okay,whattimeshouldIpickyouup?

Me:I'llfindmywaytoyou.

Henod

Ireachedouttohimandwekissed.Asthekiss

deepenedIstoppedandlookedathim,smiling.

Me:Iknowyou'reseeingBhut'Stheagain.

ThenIkissedhimagain,thekisswasnowdifferent.



Me:Isawyoutwoatthemallthatday.

Ikissedhimagain.

Me:insteadofyoutellingmethetruth,yousaid

you'rehavinglunchwithafriend.

Hewasnowcold,butherespondedtomykisses.

Me:nowthat'ssuspicious,thatmeansyoumy

baby...Arehidingsomethingfromme.

Ikissedhimforthelasttime,thistimeImadethe

kisslastlonger.WhenheeventuallypulledbackI

wipedthecornerofhislips,stillsmiling.

Ginger:itw-

Me:I'mnotaskingyoutotellmewhatyouwere



talkingabout,orwhyyouhidthefactthatyouwere

havinglunchwithhim.But,IwantyoutoknowthatI

know.

Heswallowed.

Me:goodnight,I'llseeyouWednesday.

Ipeckedhislipsandwalkedoutofhiscar,opened

thegatendangenaendlini.Iswitchedoffallthe

lightseloungenasediningroomandwentupstairs,

startedatCass'sroom.

Iopenedthedoorwithoutknocking,shewas

breastfeeding.

Me:I'mback,inonepiece.

Cass:ftsek.



Ilaughed,stillstandingthere.

Me:uleleubaby?

Cass:uyalala.

Me:nidenagrandnotatakhe?

Cass:argh,iyandidinawethumnayonkeinto

edibenenotatakhe.

Me:givetheguyabreak.

Sherolledhereyesatme.

Ilaughedandclosedherdoor,wenttomyroom,I

ranmyselfashowerandstoodthere.Withmyeyes

closed,IreplayedGinger'sfacewhenItoldhimI

knowhe'sseeingS'thembele.Therewassomething

thattheywereseeingeachotherfororabout,andit

feltserious.Iquicklygotoutoftheshowerand

wenttofetchmyphone,IsatonthebedasIcalled



oneofmybrothers...

Lionel:Onele,hello?

Me:hellobhuti,unjani?

Lionel:I'mgoodnontombi,unjaniwena?

Me:I'mgoodbhuti...Canyoutalk?

Lionel:wellwe'retalkingnow,what'sup?

Isighed.

Lionel:Onelewhat'sgoingon?

Me:Isawubhut'Stheemallmanaphevekini.

Lionel:what?Areyousure?

Me:yeah,Ijustdidn'twannatellCasscozuyamazi

uzobatraumatizedalloveragain.

Lionel:mmh...Sohe'sreallybackinPElomjita.

Me:oh,soyouknewhe'sback?



Lionel:IsawGingerattheCapeTownAirportand

asusual,wherethere'sGinger,there'sS'thembele.

Ohhaike.

Lionel:I'lllookintoitnontombi,anduright

ungamxeleliuCass.Whenareyougoinghome?

Me:Fridayobuyakosisinobangomphi.

Lionel:okay,inobandizofikasewumkilecoz

ndizozangeweekendmna.

Me:okaybhuti.Goodnight.

Lionel:goodnightsisi.

IhungupandcoveredmyheadwiththeDuvet.Very

soon,Iwasabouttoreturntomynormallife.The

thoughtofmyboyfriendwhohadnotcalledmeoko

ndimkile(eventhoughweweretextingeveryday)

buttocall?Mxm.



AndthethoughtthatIwon'texperienceyonkele

goodnesskaGingerforalmosttheentireyearbroke

myheart,Ilaythere.Upset.

Isighedandswitchedmyphoneoff...Iknewlo

uzofunaukundiphone'elaandexplainhismeeting

withS'thembeleandIwasn'treallyinterested,Iwas

moreworriedaboutour"relationship"ifthat'swhat

wecouldcallit,becauseitwouldneverbeaccepted

ekhaya.Ever.

[06/26,15:09] :#Mpumelelo_46

#Onele

Ididn'tsleepmuch,Ijusttossedandturnedthe

wholenightandthendecidedtogoandwatchTV,

withtheheateron.Afteraboutanhour,Cass

walkeddownthestairswithMilli...

Me:hey.



Cass:khamthathe.

Iextendedmyarms,Milliwaswideawakeplaying

andsmilingtowhosoevercared.

Me:akonwabe.

Cass:kuninievukile,Yhoha.a.

Me:gobacktosleep,I'llbringhimifheneeds

uncanca.

Cass:enkosimntase.

Shewalkedbackupstairs,sancokolanoMillilo

conversationyethuingavakaliyobutweeventually

fellasleeponthatcouch.IfeltCasstakingMilli

frommychest...

Me:mh?

Cass:ungumakazinyhanishem,gotobed.I'lltake



itfromhere.

Me:Yho,silele.

ShelaughedandwalkedtoherbedroomwithMilli.I

turnedofftheTVandwenttobed,Isleptforabout

fourhoursthenwokeupandtookashower.My

bodydidn'tallowmetosleep,Iturnedmyphoneon

andjustlayonmyback.Tryingnottothink.Ifeltall

messagevibrationsIjustdidn'twanttoattendto

anyofthemasyet.Asanticipated,Gingercalled.I

letitringfourtimesbeforeansweringit...

Me:hello?

Ginger:Baby...Kuniniikhalaiphone?

Me:bendivasa,what'sup?

Ginger:Canwemeetup?

Me:no.

Ginger:whynot?

Me:weagreedtomeetupWednesday.



Ginger:Onelendiyak'celandifunaukubona

namhlanje,indeintoyangolwesithathu.

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Ginger:ndize?

Me:ndcelasithetheaphalentokucabaiyakutshisa.

Ginger:baby...

Me:babeI'mnotfeelingwell,Ijusttookmeds

andizokwaziuphumaandmeetupwithyou.

Ginger:youtookmeds,utheni?

Me:Ihavesevereperiodpains.

Ginger:I'msorry,zincedwayintoni?

Me:themedsItook,andstayingwarminbed.

Ginger:sothere'snothingIcando?

Me:nah,I'llbefine.Enkosi.

Ginger:okaykeI'llwaitforWednesday.Iloveyou.



Me:loveyoutoo.

Ginger:sharp.

Wehungup.

Ididn'thavenoperiodpainsmna,Ijustdidn'twant

himtosay"jump"andI'llask"howhigh".Iwentto

makefoodformyselfandsiswaswithherbaby

daddy.

Me:TaNko.

Nkosinathi:Onele,uright?

Me:good,wena?

Nkosinathi:alright.

Iwenttomakemuesligqibandahlalaphandle

eating.Iwasn'tupforanyconversationstoday,I

justwantedtobeleftalone.Iwasreallyinmyfeels.



Afterabouttwohourslatertheywalkedoutofthe

house.

Cass:mntase,sisakhaphalobhuti.

Me:uyaphiyena?

Cass:justaroundtheblock.

Nkosinathi:I'mtakingherforadrive,

akafunuphumakodwashe'scoopedupinthis

house.

Me:goodideaTaNko.

Cass:eshe,mxm.

Iwatchedthemastheywalkedtohiscar,anddrove

off.Iwentbacktothehouseandwenttobed.My

mothercalled,wespokeforawhileandthenIjust

dozedoff,ndavuswayiphonecallkaGinger.

Me:mh?



Ginger:ulele?

Me:yeah.

Ginger:ndcelauphume,Ibroughtyousomestuff.

Isatupandstretched.

Me:huh?

Ginger:I'm5minutesawayfromyourhouse,please

stepoutsideforasec.

Me:kay.

Hehungup.

Igrabbedmygown,tiedittightandworeslippers.I

hadthatwhole"I'mnotfeelingwell"facadeso

perfectly.Iwalkedoutandopenedthegate,Isawa

car,differentfromtheonehecamewiththeother

daybutsomehowIknewit'shis.Orinfact,he's

driving.Hedrovepastmeandstoppedatthe

followinghouse,Iwasalreadywalkingrightbehind



thecarbecauseIknewakazomisaatthegate.He

gotoutofthecarandcametohugme...Thenhe

stoodback,holdingoneofmyhands.

Ginger:youreallylooklikeyou'renotfeelingwell,

areyousureyoudon'tneedadoctor?

Ismiledandnod.

Me:I'llbefine.

Ginger:okayke.Ibroughtyousomestuffandikho

sureifthey'llhelpbutI'mhopingthey'lldo.

Heletgoofmyhandandwenttothepassanger

sideofthecar,cameoutwithafullshoppingbag.

Hegaveittome...

Me:enkosi...Youreallydidn'thavetogothrough

thetroublethough.

Ginger:Icareaboutyou,Ihavetogothroughthe



troubletomakesureyou'reokay.

Okaythatwentsomewheredeeperintomyheart

thanitwasintended.Ifeltwarmandfuzzyashe

saidthosewords.

Me:enkosibaby.

Ginger:canIgetakissbeforeIleave?

Me:youwantedustomeetupforsomething,you

soundedserious.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Ijustlookedathim.

Ginger:it'saboutuTaSthe.

Me:whatabouthim?

Ginger:he'snotbacktodoanyharm,hejustwants

tobeclosertohisfamily.



Me:he'sinPE,hisfamilyisinPretoria.Howcloseis

thatgeographically?

Ginger:hewasmeetingupwithhisson,aweek

beforeIcamedown.Andwewentoutforlunchjust

tocatchup.

Me:Idon'tbelieveyou,butthat'sfine.It'snoneof

mybusiness.

Ginger:whywouldIlietoyou?

Me:becauseGinger,I'mjustagirlyou'refucking

andTaStheisyourboss.You'llbemoreloyalto

himkunam,you'llbemoreusefultohimkunam.

That'snotscientific,that'scommonsense.

Hedidn'trespond.

Me:Idon'tcaretoknowwhatyoutwoareupto,just

knowthatifeverIhavetochoose,myfamilycomes

first.



Hedidn'trespond.

Me:andIcanpromiseyouonething,whateverya'll

aredoing,ifithasanythingtodowithmyfamilyor

mysisternicing'beya'llareusingmekulonto.

You'reinforabigsurprise.

Ginger:soyou'redoubtingmyfeelingsforyounow?

Me:youcouldbeusingmetogetclosertomy

familyforallweknow.

Ginger:I'dneverdothat,IswearI'dneverplayyou

likethat.

Me:ohshutthefuckuptorho,Icanfeelyoulyingto

merightnowandit'smakingmesick.

Ginger:Nelle...

Me:pleasego.

Hedidn'tmove.



Me:NdcelauhambeGinger.

Ginger:NdiyakuthandayaziOnele,and

ziyandikhathazaezizintouzithethayo.

Me:sondiyaxoka?

Ginger:you'rejumpingintoconclusions.

Isighed.

Me:ubufunantonieAirportnoTaSthekeGinger,

andthatwaswaaaaaybeforeniyo"catchup'a"over

lunch.

Ginger:wait,areyoustalkingme?

Me:areyouignoringthequestion?

Ginger:whyamIbeinginterrogatedkanti?

Me:whyareyoubeingajerkkanti?

Hesighed.



Ginger:maybeIreallyshouldleave.

Me:drivesafe.

Iturnedandwalkedbackhome.

Afterafewminutes,hiscardrovepastwithouteven

hooting.
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Iwalkedinandfloppedontothecouch,Iwasn't

evensureofwhatjusthappenedbutIknewit

happened.AndtheworstpartwasthatIactually

missedbeinginhisarms,thoughIwasn'tgoingto

callhimorbeghim.Ifhecan'tmanupthenwhat's

theuseofhimbeingamaninthefirstplace?

Hesentatext:



"Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyouthatwillmakeyou

believeme,andyouknowwhat?Ithinkit'sbetterif

wejuststopwhateveritislebesiyenzaandjustcut

ties,andmoveon."

Icalledhim.

Heanswered...Edikweeeee

Ginger:Onele.

Me:soyoucouldn'ttellmethatstraighttomyface?

Ginger:doesitmatter?

Me:kutheniungenamqoloGinger?

Ginger:sisi,ufunantonikum?

Me:goodquestion,I'lltakeascreenshotandsaveit

forthefuture.

Ginger:wasthatall?

Ididn'tanswerhim,Ijusthungup.



Anddeletedhisnumber don'taskmehowthat

wouldhelpwhenIknewthreeofhisnumbersoff

heart,butIdeletedthemfrommyphone.Deleted

everytext,exceptformessengertexts.Youknow

isummerfling?That'showitfelt,likewejusthada

flinganditwasnowover.Ichargedmyphoneand

thencurledmyselfuponthecouchandwatched

cartoons.

Ijustwantedtogohomemna,8wasdonemos

here.Unfortunately,IhadtowaitforFridayas

scheduledandthewaitwasoverwhelmingso

insteadofbeingaskedwhatwasbotheringme,I

continuedwiththe"I'mnotfeelingwell"facade

nalaphaendlinitoapointthatmysisterconcluded

thatIwas"homesick"whichworkedinmyfavor

becausedadcametofetchmeonWednesday

eveningandbroughtsisSikihome.

Ireturnedhomeandremainedinmyfeelsuntil

Saturday,decidedtotakeawalktomyboyfriend's



placeandhewasn'thomebuthisflatwasopensoI

justwalkedinandwaited.Heonlycamebackafter

about30minutesandhewasshockedtoseeme,

wehuggedandhewenttofetchrefreshmentsfrom

themainhouse.HismotherknewIexisted,we've

bumpedontoeachotherafewtimesandatsome

stageshecalledmetotalktomeaboutPreventing

andstuff.Emphasizedoneducationandthatwe

shouldplanourlivesproperlysingangxami

ngabantwana,she'sanursewhohappenstobea

singleparentsoherconcernwasverythoughtful

andunderstandable.

Mabhuticameback...

Itookasipandjustlookedathim,hewas

uncomfortable.

Me:wenzeni?

Mabhuti:ndenzenininingokubaby?HowwasPE



khona?

Me:ifyouhadtakenthetimetocallmeyouwould

haveknownyazi.

Mabhuti:butyoualsonevercalled,okowawuthetha

onWhatsApp.

Me:who'sthemaninthisrelationshipkanene?

Mabhuti:iicallsazinamanhoodOnele,dounto

otherswhatyouwouldlikethemtodotoyou.

Inod...

Mabhuti:butI'msorrykebaby,Iwasbusy.Igota

holidayjobsobendibusyyiyo.

Me:mmh.

Helookedathishands,andheonlydoesthatwhen

he'snervousaboutsomething.



Me:istheresomethingyouwannatellme?

Mabhuti:yes....Just...Pleasedon'toverreact.

Me:oh-Kay.

Mabhuti:ndimithisile.

Iswearmyearswentdeaf.

Ilookedathiminsilence.

Iwaswaitingforthatweirdsoundtostop.Icould

seehimtalkingandblabberingbutIliterallywent

deaf,forafewseconds.

Mabhuti:baby?

Isnappedoutofit.

Me:canyourepeatwhatyoujustsaid.

Hesighed



Mabhuti:Iuhm,I'mgoingtohaveababy.I

impregnatedsomeone.

Me:wena,uzobanomntana?Withwho?

Mabhuti:WithAsiphe...Fromdowntheroad.

Me:uAsiphewakwaMadlaminiMabhuti?Youwere

fuckinguAsiphebehindmybackallthiswhile?

Mabhuti:baby...I'msorry.

Me:ohmyword!!!!

Igotupandwalkedout.

Bumpedontohismother(Mandisa)atthegate...

Mandisa:Oni,awunqabemntanam.Uvelaphi?

Me:molosisMandy,ndivelaeBhayi.

Mandisa:oohokay,awusemhlentombicaba

ubuhlalaendlinipha.



Ijustcasuallylaughedatthat,shewalkedin,I

walkedout.Fewsecondslaterhersoncame

runningafterme...

Mabhuti:babypleasecomeback.Ndizokukhapa

late,weneedtotalkaboutthis.

Me:ndcelaujikeemvakwamorelse

ndizokungombangalamatyemna.

Mabhuti:OneleImadeamistakecomeon.

Me:whichpartwasamistake?Sleepingwithheror

sleepingwithherwithoutprotectionormakingtime

forherwhenyoucouldn'tmaketimeformeORjust

fuckinglyingtomyface?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:whendidthisthingofyoursstart?

Mabhuti:babypleasedon'tdothis.

Me:you'renotansweringthequestionMabhuti,



niqalenini?

Mabhuti:afewmonthsback.

Me:wow,souyamthanda?

Mabhuti:no,nobabyIloveyou.Shewasamistake.

Me:amistakethatisafewmonthsold.Aonenight

standisamistake,notanaffair.

Mabhuti:baby,trustme.She'samistake,Ididn't

meanforthingstobethewaytherearerightnow.

Me:butshe'scarryingumntanakhokuyoyonke

lonto.She'scarryingyourmother'sgrandchild,

she'scarryingyourfirstborn,she's...

Istormedoffandwenthome,gottomyhouseand

wenttomyroomndazivalelaphaandcriedmy

heartout.

Iwasn'treallyhurtbecausehecheated,ImeanI

alsocheatedandIenjoyedit.ButIwashurt

becausetheyhadalifetimebond.Umntana.Iwas



hurtbecauseevenifIwantedtofightforthe

relationship,Iwasn'treadytohaveumntanamna

withanyone.IwashurtbecauseIdidn'thave

anythingtofallbackon,Gingerdumpedmeso

therewasnohopeofanymessengertextsthat

wouldcomfortmeandgivemealltheattentionand

complimentsthatIlongedfor.IwashurtbecauseI

realizedthatactually,I'mnotinjayegameasI

thoughtIwasforthepastfewdays.Thatreality

hurtlikenobody'sbusiness.

Afterawhile,Iwenttowashmyfaceandwentto

makedinnerprepations.Ionlydidthatbecause

cookingbroughtsomesenseofsanitytomeand

becauseIdidn'twanttothinkaboutanything.Ijust

wantedtokeepbusy.
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AfewweekswentbyndingathethinoMabhuti

becauseIwasupset,afewweekswentby



ndingathethinoGingerbecauseIdeletedhis

numberandblockedhim.Exceptofcourse,on

messenger.Butevenso,hestillhadnottextedme

whichwasfrustratingbecauseitmademethink

thathereallywasusingmetogetclosergomy

sister.Myfamily.

Twomonthslater,whileIwastossingandturning

ndingakwazinokulala,Gingercalled.Usinga

"foreign"number....

Me:hello?

Ginger:Imissyou.

Iswearmyheartstopped.

Ihadalreadyconcludedthatwe'dneverseeeach

otheragainbuthearinghisvoice...Gosh!

Ginger:Iknowweuhm...Nellendiyakukhumbula



mfondini.

Me:twomonthlater.

Ginger:bendisakunikaichancetothink.

Me:bendithendifunaichanceyocinganini?

Hedidn'tanswerme.

Me:Ihaveaclassinafewhours.

Ginger:pleasetextmeafteryourclass,I'llcallyou.

Me:why?

Ginger:becauseIwanttocallyou,Iwanttotalkto

you.

Me:isthatyourideaofcuttingties?Movingon?

Hesighed.

Me:pleasedon'tcallmeagain.



Ginger:band

Ihungup.

Ihungupandsmiledtothedarknessoftheroom,it

feltsogoodukumphoxaknowingfullywellthathe

reallymissedme.Hisagendaaside,wehadfunfor

thosefewdays.Hemissedthat.

Ididn'tevensleepmuch,whenitwastimetogoto

schoolIactuallywantedtosleepbutwhenyou'rein

matric,youcan'treallyaffordtomissclasses.I

pushed,wenttoschoolandwalkedbackhome.As

ifMabhutiisGinger'sduplicate,hedecidedthat

todaywouldbetherightdaytopesterme.

Heranupbehindmeandcaughtup...

Mabhuti:Baby...



Iturnedtolookathimandjustcontinuedwalking.

Mabhuti:OneleImissyou,Iunderstandyouneed

timetoprocessthiswholethingbutImissyou.

Ijustwalkedinsilence.

IsawagroupofgirlsfromAsiphe'sschoolwalking

towardsus.Ifeltmystomachturnintoknots.

Mabhuti:baby?

Me:nankuyaubabywakhoesiza.

Mabhuti:Onelepleasedon'tbelikethat.

Me:don'tbelikewhat?

Mabhuti:youknowIloveyou,yonkelentokaAsiphe

wasamistake.

Me:thengotoyourmistakeandleavemethehell

alone.Haibo!



Istormedoff,passedonAsipheandherfriends

bahleka.

Asiphe:heyOnele.

Me:Asiphe.

Asiphe:uright?Youlookconstipated.

Iturned,herfriendswereashortdistanceaway

fromher.

Me:andiva?

Shegiggled.

Asiphe:i-ouyakhoikuxelelebasizobanomntana?

Me:yeeees,congratulationsbabe.

Asiphe:thankyousweety,I'msorryifIruinedyour

perfectlilrelationship.Itwasn'tmyintention.



Thefriendsgiggled,Mabhutiwasnowstanding

besideme.Ismiled.

Me:youdidn'truinithoney,youdidmeahuge

favour.AndIshouldcommendyou,unesibindi

sana...

Asiphe:Idon'tunderstand.

Me:Or,it'sverymuchpossiblethatnaweutyaii

ARV'ssobeforey'allgotobedbeniqalenohlulelane?

AsipheandMabhuti:what?!

Igiggled.

Me:maybeIshouldconsidertheoptionco-

parentingthatchild.Dependingonthegender,I'll

callhimAidsyorAidsine.Whatdoyouthink?Cute

ne?

ThenIwalkedaway.



Ididn'thavetimeforallofthemkefuthi,theymight

aswellgotohell.IleftMabhutirightthereto

explainwhateverIsaid,Iobviouslysaidthattohurt

bothofthembutmostlyAsipheforthinkingshecan

rubsaltintomyopenwound.Igothomeandlocked

myselfinmyroom,criedmyheartout.Iwas

hurting....

Myphonerang,Isnappedoutofmysadzoneand

blewmynosebeforeansweringit.

Me:hello?

Ginger:pleasedon'thangup...

Isighed.

Noman,kantilamadodayintoniingxakiyawonam?

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Ginger:ndcelauxolo.



Irolledmyeyes.

Ginger:CanIcomeandseeyou?Please.

Me:why?

Ginger:Iwantustotalk.

Me:yeysukhuphelakumisithukuthezisakhotorho,

thereisnothingforustotalkabout.We'redone,and

itendsthere.

Ginger:Onele,please.

Me:andikwazinobaawuvaiEnglishlenaorubhidwa

sisiXhosasam.ButikhonaingxakiandIdon'thave

timeforit.

Ihungupandthrewmyfurtheronthebed.He

calledagainandIignoredituntilitstopped.Onthe

otherhandMabhutiwascallingmynamengapha

wegate,heknewmyparentswerenothomeduring

thistimeofthedayotherwisehewouldn'tdare.But



Iignoredhimtoo.Trymadetheirbeds,nowthey

hadtolieonthem.
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Ontheweekendofthatsameweek,Asipheandher

motherdecidedtopaymymotheravisit.Iwas

doingmylaundrywhenIsawthemwalkinandI

didn'tpaythemmuchattentionuntilafteracouple

ofminuteswhenmomcalledinsidethehouse.Isat

nexttoher...

Mom:uyayazilentombi?

Ishookmyhead.

Asipheandhermotherlookedateachother.

Mom:usureOnele?



Inod.

Asiphe:HaiboOnele?!

Ijustlookedather.

Mom:heh,yanzimakelento.

Asiphe:Oneleuqaleniniungandazingoku?

Me:Haibosisi,wenaundazelaphike?Maybe

ndikulibele.

Asiphe:Hayini!Hayngumhlola.

Hermomlookedsad...Inaway.Orunyabile.

Possible.

Me:mamawhyamIhere?

Mom:uMadlaminiuzeaphanentombiyakhe

ezocelaumcaciselewhatyoumeantwhenyou

bumpedontoAsipheaphezintsukwini.



Me:IbumpedontoAsiphephimama?

Mom:bathionyourwayfromschool.

IlookedatAsiphe.

Me:whendidIbumpintoyouandwhatdidIsayle

ifunaucaciswa?

Asiphe:waitwaitwait,soyoudon'tremember

bumpingontome?

Me:nope.

Shethrewherhandsintheair.

Hermotherreallylookedworriedasshetriedto

calmherdown.

Asiphe:Oneleyoubumpedontous,myfriendsandI,

sivelaeskolweni.

Me:ufundaphi?Andikwaziphaeskolwenisam.



Asiphe:andifundinaniobviously.HenceIsaid

sidibaneendleleniafterschool.

Me:ooh,sowhatdidIsaykeleikuziseaphekhaya

namhlanje?

Asiphe:OneleyousaiduMabhutiutyaiiARV's,and

youinsinuatedthatIalsodo.

Me:uMabhuti?Mabhutiwaphi?

Asiphe:HaiboOnelengokuawazinoMabhutilowo?

Me:Yeysisi,sundingxolelaekhaya.Uthethango

Mabhutiwaphi?AndwhywouldIeveninsinuate

thatwenautyaiiARV's?

Asiphe:uMabhutiyourboyfrienddammit.

Me:hypotheticallyspeaking,whywouldItellyou

thatMYboyfriendistakingARV'sndingakwazi

nokwazi?

Shebithertongue...Myeyeswerefixedonher.

Me:arewefriends?



Asiphe:no.

Me:arewecousinsorsisters?

Asiphe:no.

Me:amIadoctor?

Asiphe:obviouslynot.

Me:thenwhywouldIdiagnosesomeone'ssonand

tellyouofallpeople?

Asiphe:becauseyou'rejealousofmypregnancy!

Ilaughed.

Mymomshookherhead.

Madlamini:Onelemntanam,IMabhutiutyaiiARV's

nyhani?

Me:hayandiyazimama,IthinkuAsiphemakakuse

kuloMabhutiathethangayenizibuzelephakuye.

Madlamini:wenakhangeukheudibanenoAsiphetu

kuleveki?



Me:I'mevenshockedthatsheknowsmeade

azinasekhayamna,andimazinyhaniumntanakho

mama.

Madlamini:eymntanam,enkosingexeshalakho.

Mom:Onele?

Me:mama....

Mom:areyoureallysureyoudon'tknowwhat

Asipheistalkingabout?

Me:haikemama,andiyaziendingayaziyo.

Shekeptquietforawhilethinking...Thenshe

lookedatMadlamini.

Mom:hayMadlamin,andiyazikenamxaingaziwa

ngumntulonizekuye.

Madlamini:Eish,hayandiyazinam.

Asiphe:mamauyaxokamanuOnele,sheknows

exactlywhoIamandwhatI'mtalkingabout.



Madlamini:MasambeAsiphe,simkilebethuna.

Mymotherwalkedthemout.

IsatbehindbecauseIknewshe'sgonnaaskme

questions.Aftertheyleftshewalkedbackinside

smiling,Ijustlaughed.

Mom:Onelekutheniurwayaumntanabantuwhen

webothknowuyamazianduyamazinaloMabhuti

athethangaye?

Me:mama,ndimazelaphiuAsiphemna?

Mom:ulibelengokubenaniqokelelwanonkengu

ZiziphoenisaeSundaySchool?Uqalangaaaapha

kwaSiyandauyotshongaphangentla?

Iburstoutlaughing...Iobviouslydidn'tthinkthis

through.AndIgotcaughtinthelie.

Me:clearlyIforgot.



Mom:andyourboyfriend?

Me:andinaboyfriendmnamama.

Mom:Onele?

Me:mamaandinaboyfriendmna.

Mom:ndifouneleuMandisa?

Ilaughed,haiboumama!

HowdidsheknowkuthethwangoMabhutikasis

Mandisa?WWhichmeanslomamaknewmy

boyfriendallthiswhileqhaudlalaukuzifisa!

Me:okayfine,ndiyithethilelantowethumamajust

togetbothofthemoffmyback.

Mom:butOneleyoudon'tgoaroundsayingpeople

areHIVpositive,whatifMabhutipressescharges

onyou?

Me:hewouldn'tdare.

Mom:Onele?



Me:mamatrustme,hewouldn'tdare.Angafaephila.

Wathula.

Igotup.

Mom:ngowakhelomntana?

Me:yep.

Mom:umithiseomnyeumntuukhona?

Ismiled.

Me:yep.

Mom:andyouarestillwithhim?

Me:notreally.

Mom:it'seitheryouareoryou'renot.

Me:Iamnotreallysurekalokumama...Uthihe's

sorry,itwasamistake.ButobviouslyIdon'tbelieve

him.



Mom:apieceofadvise...Neversettleforsecond

best.Ever.

Thensheleftmethere.

Itookmyphoneandwentbacktomylaundry,but

beforecontinuingwithitIcalledMabhuti.

Mabhuti:hello,baby?

Me:icherryyakhoiphumaaphekhaya.

Mabhuti:huh?

Me:Asipheandhermother.

Mabhuti:Haibo,bafunantoni?

Me:bazondidliselelangesisu,whatelsewouldthey

want?Asizofriendsmos.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:uthulelentonikengoku?



Mabhuti:babyI'msorry.

Me:pleasedomeafavor,ifyoureallywantthat

childshe'scarryingkeepherawayfromme.

Mabhuti:baby...

Me:Idon'twannadosomethingI'lllaterregretbutif

shekeepspushing,Iwillreact.

Mabhuti:whyareyoutellingme?I'mnottheone

whocametoyourhouse.

Me:hey,ndithimakangandiqhelikakauAsiphe

Mabhuti!

Mabhuti:okayokay,uxolokalokusthandwasam,I

willtalktoher.I'msorry.

Me:tshi!

ThenIhungup.

DidmylaundryandwhenIwasdoneIaccompanied

umamaeyoshoppisha.Ionlytaggedalongkuba

bendifunaidataandIknewshe'sgonnabuyme

someifIpushthetrolleyforherandcarryher



shoppingbags.

Unfortunatelyforus,forme.SithesisangenaeMall

sagilananosisMandisa.Haikebancokolano

mamangezintozabountilmombroughtupthe

Asipheissue...Idon'treallyknowwhyshedidthat.

Mom:hehMandisa,bendiyobonwanguMadlamini

namhlanje.

Mandisa:omphiuMadlamini?

Mom:umakhelwanewakho,nentombiyakhe.

Mandisa:Haibo,bekungekhonto?

Mom:besidesisisuesisentombiyakhe,hay

bekungekhontosisi.

Mandisa:uAsipheukhulelwe?

Whoah.Shedidn'tknow?



Mom:ewenje,uthiuyisewomntanangunyanakho.

SisMandylookedatme...Iwasonmyphonea

shortdistancefromthembutIcouldhear

everything.

Mandisa:uthininamamakaOnele?

Haikeumamawayichubaandwayenzankulu.

Yaninziman,yanedinnersetsnedessertsngoku

yonkelentoandIwantedtolaughqhandimane

ndincumanephoneyam.

Mandisa:heeeeeeh!Andisadane,andikayixelelwa

mnayonkelento,andndaziuOneleumntuohamba

phakwam.IyandothusangokulekaAsiphe.

Mom:inobausakoyikashemumntana...Mlinde.

Mandisa:andinobasakwazinokumlindakaloku

ngokuxaseleooMadlaminibeyenakwakho.



Seyivuthiwemosyonkelento.TyhiniuMabhuti

zinkosizam.

Theydepartedonalighternote.

Assoonasshedisappeared,Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:Haibomama.

Mom:you'retoogoodforhersonanyway.

Me:andifIgobacktohim?

Mom:inobauyidrugyakhowenauyiaddict

mntanam,yitshobaufunaukuyaerehab.

Iburstoutlaughing.

Icouldn't.

Ididn'teventhinkofthat,butwhyumamaenje?
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Weshoppedaround,fouralmosttwohoursthenu

girlwathiufunaipizzayenasowewenttothecar

andshewaitedtherewhileIwenttoorderourpizza

atScootersPizza.Iactuallywaitedformyorder...

Thenmyphonerang,

Me:hello?

Mandisa:Oni,unjanimntanam?

Me:sisMandy,ndirightunjaniwena?

Mandisa:ndirightnam.Sewubuyileetownsisi?

Me:ha.amam

Mandisa:oohokay,ndcelawethuxaubuyileuze

aphaendlini.

Me:ndizekwakhosisi?

Mandisa:ewemntanam.

Me:Yho...whathaveIdonenow?

Mandisa:hayawenzangantosisiIjustwantusto



talk.

Ididn'trespondimmediately...

Me:canIcometomorrowafterchurch,it'salready

latenowumamaakazovuma.

Mandisa:okaysisiakhongxaki.Seeyouthen.

Me:alrightsisMandy.

Ihungup...WhiletalkingtosisMandyIsaw

someonewholookedlikeGingerwalkin.ButIdidn't

payhimmuchattentionbecauseGingerisn'there.

He'sinMozambique.Myslipnumberwascalledso

Igotupandwalkedtothecounter...Andbumped

ontoGinger.Yey.

Ginger:hey.



Ifroze.

Washestalkingme?

Washefollowingmearoundallthistime?

WhatwashedoinginEastLondon?

Whendidheevengethere?Howlonghashebeen

here?

Isuddenlyfeltunsafe.

Buttherewasjustthisauraofwarmtharoundhim.

Inasmuchasallmyinternalquestionsmademe

feelunsafe,hispresencejustmademefeelsafe.

Confusing,Iknow.

Ginger:youlookbeautiful.

Me:excuseme.

Iwalkedpasthimandtookmypizzabox,and

walkedrightoutthedoor.Hefollowedloswinery,



hebluttywellfollowedme.

Ginger:gotaminute?

Me:no.

Ginger:Babyplease.

Iignoredhimbutkeptonwalking.

Ginger:you'reprobablywonderingwhyI'mhere,I

followedyouhereafteryouleftPE.Wellpractically,

ndifikelastweek.

Me:Icouldn'tcarelesswhatyoudidorwhatyoudo

withyourselfandyourtime.

Ginger:Nellepleasehearmeout.

Me:pleasestopfollowingme.

Ginger:Iwillfollowyouuntilyouhearmeout.

Me:hayfokofndizothinikumama?

Ginger:okayjusthearmeoutke,ndizojikaIpromise.



Iwalkedtwostepsandstopped.

Hewasaboutfourstepsawayfromme.

Me:what?

Ginger:I'msorry.

Me:isthatit?

Ginger:no...I'msorryforthattext,andthethingsI

saidwhenyoucalled.

Me:ugqibilemosngoku?

Ginger:IloveyouOnele.

Ilaughed.

Ginger:Iknowit'shardtobelievebutifthere's

anythingthatevercameoutofmymouth,thisisthe

onlythingyououghttobelieve.Iloveyou.



Irolledmyeyesathimandtriedturningtowalk

away.

Ginger:Icouldn'tstayinMozambique,oko

ndicingananawe.Iknowitsoundsclichébutit'sthe

truth.

Me:Yey.Congratulations.

Ginger:ndcelanjeachancetotalktoyouproperly?

Notlikethis.Please.

Ihesitated.

Hesawthat.

Ginger:please.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.Juststopfollowingme,it's

creepyandImightjustreportyou.

Ginger:won'thappenagain,Ijustwantedtoget

yourattentionthat'sall.



Iturnedandwalkedaway.

Therewasnothingtosaytohim,Igottothecar

umamawasonthephonewithdadandtheywere

havingaheatedconversationmntakabawobehleka.
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Igothomewithmamzoandshewenttoherroom.I

unpackedsomeofhergoodsandwenttomyroom

aswell.Igotacallfrommysister…

Me:mntase?

Sandra:hey,unjani?

Me:I’mgood,unjaniumntana?

Sandra:he’sgood.

Me:utaNko?

Sandra:he’sokaywethu…wemissyou,ugqibanini

ubhala?



Me:Idon’tknowyet,butIwillupdateyoumntaka

mama.

Sandra:okayke,byebye.

Me:kissmybabyforme.

Wehungup.

Shesoundeddown,upsetbutsheobviouslydidn’t

wanttoindulgemeinyet.Ididn’twanttopryke.

Idecidedtoswitchmyphoneoff,yesIwantedtogo

callGingerbecauseIactuallymissedhim(stupid,I

know)butIwantedhimtosufferokwangoku.

Uyandiqhelamos.

FollowingmorningIwokeupandpreparedfor

church,Iswitchedonmyphonewhilegetting

dressedandasiflenjaknewthatIjustswitchedon

myphone,itbarked!

Me:hello?



Ginger:unjani?

Me:I’mokay.Wena?

Ginger:I’mgood,willIseeyoutoday?

Isighed.

Ginger:please,I’vealreadyspentmorethanthe

requiredtimehere.

Me:ItoldyouI’llthinkaboutit.

Ginger:Nellendiyakucela.

Ididn’tanswerhim.

Ginger:please?

Me:I’mgoingtochurchngoku,thenI’mgoingtomy

boyfriend’shouseafterchurch.Iwillseekebaafter

yonkelonto.

Ginger:okay,enkosi.

Me:sure.



Ihungupengekaphindiathetheagain.

Iwenttomakemyselfbreakfastwhilewaitingfor

mom.Whenshefinallycameoutofherroomwe

leftforchurch,shedidn’tnormallyeatbefore

church.Churchwasnormal,fineinfact.Aswe

walkedtohercarIthoughtofhowI’mgonnaleave

herndiyosabelakuloMabhutibutfortunately,she

wasgoingonlunchwithsomeotherchurchladies.

Mom:uzokwaziukuzigodukelaorshouldIdropyou

off?

Me:hay,uyaphiwena?

Mom:ndiyodlalaneentangazam.

Ilaughed.

Me:pleasedropmeoff.Ifandikukhuphiendleleni.

Mom:okaymasikhaw’lezekegirl.



Ismiledasshedrovemehome.Shewasn’tgoingto

givemetaxifareevenifIwantedtotakeataxi

ebezothi“okay”gqibaahambe.Igothomeand

changed,grabbedandapple,myphoneandkeys

thenIwenttoMandy’shouse.ShewaswatchingTV,

alone.Iknockedandwasofferedjuice,whichI

declinedandjustwaitedforhertocomesitdown,

butinstead,shewentouttocallhersonwhowasin

hisflatattheback.Theycamebacktogether…

Mabhuti:hey.

Me:hey.

Hesatdown,onaseparatecouch.

Mandisa:khanitshonibethuna,nenzenjani?What

happened?

Me:entwenisisMandy?



Mandisa:kulentokaMabhuti,nawenoAsiphe.

Me:ooh.

HaikeIkeptquiet.

Mabhuticlearedhisthroat.

Mabhuti:Thiswholethingwasamistakeyazi

Mandy,andiyazinamyenzekenjani.

Mandy:howlongdidyousleepwithher?Thatis

whatIwanttoknow.

Hedidn’tanswer.

Me:Mabhuti?

Mabhuti:itdoesn’treallymatternow,sekwenzekile.

Me:itmattersifibiyimistakenyhani.

Mandisa:exactlymypoint.



Hehesitated.

Mabhuti:afewtimes.

Mandisa:months?Weeks?Days?What’safew

timesMabhuti?

Mabhuti:whyareyoumeddlinginmybusiness

Mandy?

Mandisa:uthiniMabhuti?

Mabhuti:whyareyoumeddlinginmybusiness?

What’sinitforyou?

Sheclappedtwiceandcoveredhermouthinshock.

Mandisa:MabhutikuthwauneAidsandallyoucare

aboutiswhyI’mmeddlinginyourbusiness?

Mabhuti:andinaAIDSmna.

Mandisa:Onele?

Me:sisMandy?



Mandisa:uthiuAsiphewenautheuMabhutiune

utyaiiARV’s.

Me:shekeepsonsayingthat,andiyaziuyithathaphi

kefuthi.

Mandisa:souMabhutiisnottakingARV’s?

Me:notasfarasIknow.

Mabhuti:butevenifbendinayolonto,ayisosifo

sazinja.Sesabantu.

Mandisa:haiboMabhuti,whydoyouhavesuch

stinkingattitudekodwauzobangutataunplanned?

Hedidn’tanswerher.

Mandisa:Onelemntanam,mnabendineworry

nguwexakuthwauMabhutiistakingARV’s.That’s

whyIaskedyoutocomehere,enyenenyeIwon’t

meddleinitaslongaswenausafeqha.

Me:enkosisisMandy.



AftersometimeIaskedtoleave,shewalkedmeto

thegate.

AndIwasgladshedidthat,Ididn’twanttospeakto

Mabhutitu.

Iwalkedhomeallbymyselfanddecidedtocall

Ginger…

Ginger:babe?

Me:I’mfreeforthenexthour.

Ginger:I’monmyway.

Me:sure.

Ihungupandtookmystrides,Iwishedhewould

getherequickerndingekafikiendlinibecause

ndingavelendonqeneuphindandiphume.Andhe

didshame,Iheardacarhaltingrightnexttome.he

loweredthewindow…



Ginger:hey.

Iopenedthedoorandgotin.

Hemadeau-turnanddroveaway.Lookedatme

sideways

Ginger:yougood?

Me:I’mgood,you?

Ginger:areyousureyougood?

Iliftedmyheadandlookedathim.

Me:ufunaukuthini?

Ginger:I’mjustasking.

Me:siyaphi?

Ginger:kulaBnBndihlalakuyo.

Me:couldn’twegrablunchinapublicplace?Like

normalpeopledo?



Ginger:Ithoughtyoudidn’twannabeseenwithme

inpublic.

Isighed.

Ginger:butifthat’schangedthenyoucanchoosea

placesiye,I’mgameforwhateveryouwannado.

Me:theBnBisfine.

Ginger:okay.

Thenhedroveoffinsilence.

WereachedhisBnBandIwasonmyphone

throughoutthedrive,wewalkedtohisroom,he

orderedfoodondeliveryfromoutsidesince

kungaphekwaduringthedayeBnBunlessone

requested.Isatdownandputmyphoneonthe

pedestal.Mynippleswerehard.

Hecametositinfrontofme…



Ginger:ndicelauxolo,foreverythingthathappened.

IknowIwaswrongfornotbeinghonestwithyou

fromthestart,wearenottryingtoharmyourfamily

oryoursister.AsIsaidbefore,taStheraonlycame

downtoseehisson.Aphiwehasbodyguardsin

Pretoriaezireport’akumamakhehencehejustpops

upkoosisterbakhoengaxelanga,subeezodibana

notatakhe.

Me:youclearlyhadenoughtimetocomeupwith

thisstory.

Ginger:callhimandaskhim.

Me:andizoyenzalontomna.

Ginger:Iknowyoudon’ttrustme,andIdon’tblame

you.

Me:uz’qondeIdon’ttrustyoundiyakoyikarightnow.

Ndaziphibaawuzondinqunqaundingcwabeatthe

backofthisBnB?

Hefroze.



Andtherewassadnessalloverhisface,allofa

sudden.

Ikeptquiet.

Iwasn’tafraidofhimonebit,Ididn’tcareatall

abouthisgangstarismmna.Ifeltlikehewastelling

meapartialtruth,butiwantedeverything.Allthe

gist,andIwasgoingtomakehimtellmeeverything.

IknowIpushedabuttonwithwhatIsaid,butI

honestlyjustwantedtoseehisreaction.

[06/26,15:11] :#Onele_02
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Imissedhimsomuch,andbeingfarawayfromhim

wastakingastrainonmebuttherewasnothingI

coulddo.Hehadtowork,asmuchasIalsohadto

work.

Itfeltlikethistimearoundweweregenuinelyinlove,



itwasjustthethreeofus.Nooneelsemattered.

Yesourfamilieswerestillinthedarkaboutour

relationship,thatmusthavebeenwhyitwas

excitingyazi.

Ilayonthatbedhopinghe'dcall...Iwasstillunsure

ofmyselfinthiswholesituation.Ididn'twantto

comeacrossasdesperatewhenIcallhimmore

thanhecallsmesomosttimesI'djustsitonthe

urgeofspeakingtohimandgotobedwithabroken

heartabeyenaengayazinobaI'mheartbroken

becauseIdonotcommunicate.Ijustconcludeby

myself.

AsIputmyphoneaway,hecalledandIjumped

fromthebedsmilingfromeartoear.

Me:tatakhe?

Nkosinathi:sthandwasam,unjani?

Me:ndiright...OkayI'mhappythatyoucalled.



Unjaniwena?

Nkosinathi:I'mhappytoeartheexcitementinyour

voice.

Igiggled.

Nkosinathi:I'mcomingtoCapeTownthisweekend,

canIseeyou?

Me:yesofcourse.

Nkosinathi:wavumamsinya,where'syourbrother?

Me:bayeeEasternCapewithhiswifeandchildren.

Hiswifeispregnantandapparentlyshewantsto

givebirthesekhayasothatazoncediswa.

Nkosinathi:isshepregnantwithtwins?

Me:Tripletstheysay.

Heburstoutlaughing.



Nkosinathi:yourbrotherain'tshootingblanksIsee.

Me:eeew!

Nkosinathi:hahaI'msorry.Okayke,whatshouldI

bringyou?

Me:justenoughkissestomakeupforthetimeyou

wenttoNewYorkwithouttellingme.

Nkosinathi:westillonthat?

Me:Iwasupset.

Nkosinathi:you'restillupset,andit'sokay.I'llmake

ituptoyou.

Me:thankyoubaby.

Nkosinathi:bendiyobonauThix'ukhonakuthwa

ukumakhuluwakhe.

Me:ubuyenini?

Nkosinathi:earliertoday.

Me:useBhayi?

Nkosinathi:yes,gotbacktoday.

Me:ohIsee.



Nkosinathi:IthoughtItoldyou.I'msorry.

Me:nah,it'sokay.uMilliukumamakalokusisCindy

isoutofthecountrynomsebenzi.Isentyouatext

lastweekalready.

Nkosinathi:youmusthavetextedkulaphone

yesibini,IleftitinthePJ.

Me:oohokay.

Nkosinathi:seeyoutomorrowthen?

Me:sure.

Ihungup.

Thatwasrudeofmekodwaayindimofounileyo,but

Ijustwantedtoendthecall.Whywashenottelling

methesethings?Wehadagreedtobetransparent,

henceIwasupdatinghimwitheverylittlemovethat

MiliandIweremakingbutyenahegoestoNew

Yorkanddoesn'ttellme,comesbackfromNew

Yorkanddoesn'ttellme,leaveshisphonekwi

PrivateJetanddecidesnottotellmekodwa

uyayaziwecommunicateonbothhisphones.



HecalledmebackandIwatcheditringforafew

secondsbeforeansweringit.

Me:hi?

Nkosinathi:ndiyakuthanda.

Ibreathed.

Nkosinathi:Iknowwearetakingbabysteps,

unlearningandlearningbutIwantyoutoknowthat

ndiyakuthanda.

Me:Iknowthat.

Nkosinathi:youdon'tsoundconvinced.

Me:kantikeIknowthatyouloveme,trustme.

Hekeptquietforacoupleofseconds.



Nkosinathi:mamakhe?

Me:it'slate.

Nkosinathi:what'swrong?

Me:nothingswrong.

Nkosinathi:you'reobviouslyupsetwithme,what

haveIdone.Ornotdone?

Iopenedmymouthtosay"nothing"buthecutme

short.

Nkosinathi:andyoubetternotsayit'snothing

becausethere'sdefinitelysomethingwrong.

Me:okayfine...Whydon'tyoucommunicatethe

littlethingswithme?

Nkosinathi:IapologizedthoughforgoingtoNew

York.

Me:andItextedyouregardingumntanalastweek

already,youdidn'tmentionthatyourotherphoneis

notwithyou.Whatifhewasindireneedfor



something?

Nkosinathi:youwouldhavecalledme.

Me:orIwouldhavethoughtyoupurposefully

ignoredmytext.

Nkosinathi:okaykebabyndcelauxolo.

Iclosedmyeyes.

BenditheImissedhim.

Nkosinathi:amIforgiven?

Me:yes.Eventhoughyousoundlikeyou'reforcing

thisforgiveness.

Nkosinathi:I'mnot,Ijustdon'twannafightwithyou

tonight.

Ikeptquiet.

Nkosinathi:okayke,ulalangokuandulalekakuhle.



Me:nawe,ulalekamnandi.

Hehungup.

Istaredatmyscreenbeforeputtingthephoneaway

andcoveredmyheadtosleep.
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Helookeddown,betweenhisopenkneesfora

secondbeforelookingbackupatme.

Ginger:I'dneverhurtyou.

Me:wannabet?

Ginger:Onele,Iwouldneverhurtyou.There'sno

bettinghere,takemyword.Iwouldneverhurtyou.

Me:takeyourword?

Ichuckled....



Me:whatdoyouwantfrommeleikubuyisee

Mozambiquesewumkile?

Ginger:ndifunawena.

Me:andimkanganantoyakhomnaGinger.

Ginger:Yaziifyoucouldjustlistentome,justfora

secondungandivaukubandithini.

Me:ingxakiyakhoyou'regoingaroundincircles

andI'mhungry.I'vejustcomefromchurch

andikatyiekhaya.

Ginger:ukutyakuyezakaloku.

Igotupandwalkedtothewindow...

Ginger:ingaskendikuqhaqheleintliziyoyam

uzifundelekuyoyonkelentondizamaukuyicacisa

kuwe.

Iturnedandlookedathim,justasIwasaboutto

saysomething,someoneknockedonthedoor.His



delivery.Hegotupandwenttoattendtothe

deliveryguy...IdialedTaSthe,he'smynephews

fatherobviouslyIstillhadhisnumber.

TaSthera:Haibo,Onele.Thisisanicesurprise.

IlookedatGinger...Hewaspreoccupied,which

boughtmetime.

Me:tatakaA.P...Yintoniunqabakangaka?

HelaughedandwespokeforawhilebeforeGinger

closedthedoorandwalkedwiththefoodtothe

otherroomtoplateup.Iwalkedtothepatioand

closedthedoorbehindme...

Me:TaSterhacanIaskyouaquickquestion?

Sthembele:ah,Ishouldhaveknown.

Igiggled,rollingmyeyes.



Sthembele:youcanaskawaySbari.

Me:areyoustillworkingwithuGinger?

Sthembele:Yeboyes.

Me:whenlastdidyouspeaktohim?

Sthembele:abouttwoweeksago,why?

Me:yhimakaloku,whenlastdidyouseehim?

Sthembele:twomonthsagobeforeheleftfor

Mozambi-waitwait,whyareyouaskingmeabout

GingerOnele?Umazelaphikhona?

Me:IsawyoutwoattheCapeTownAirportsome

timeagosoyeahndiyamazi.

Sthembele:andyoudidn'tcomeandgreetusbari

wakhokengoku?

Gingeropenedthedoor,Iturnedtofacehim.He

textedonhisphoneandshowedmethescreen



"Thefoodisready"

Inodandhewalkedbackinside.

Me:Iuhm...havetogo,thanksforyourcooperation.

Sthembele:hehOnele?

Me:bhuti?

Sthembele:what'sgoingon?Youcannotjust

happentobecuriousaboutsomeoneyou'renot

evenfriendswith.Yourfamilynemesis.

Me:I'lltellyoungenyeiminibhuti,byefornow.

HechuckledandthenIhungupandwalkedintothe

house.Food.Ohmyheartrejoiced.Ijoinedavery

quietGingerndatyamnainsilence,whenIfeltokay

Idrankaglassofjuiceinonegoandpoured

another,ndazicuthakekuyondalilady.



Me:doesyourbossknowyou'rehere?

Ginger:partner,no.

Me:why?

Ginger:Idon'ttellhimanythingaboutmypersonal

life.Sidityaniswayibusinessqha.

Me:butdon'tyouusehisprivatejetfortraveling?

Ginger:Ido,buthedoesn'tkeeptabs.And,weare

partnerssoIdon'treallyhavetoreporttohim

xandifunaukuzakwelicalaunlessndifunayena

specifically.

Ilookedathim,overmyglass.

Ginger:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me:tellmetherealreasonwhyyou'rebackGinger,

beamanandtellmethetruth.

Hesighed...



Me:mustbeheavy.

Ginger:I'mbackOnelebecausendifunawena,I

wanttobewithyou.Iloveyou,andafterspending

timewithyouIrealizedthatactuallyandinalifee

Mozambique.Nothingexcitesme,nothingmakes

mehappylikeyoudo.

Ismiledandshookmyhead...

Me:let'ssummarizeandrephrasethat."ndifuna

ulalanaweOnele,nothingmuch"

Hedidn'tshowanyemotion.

Me:thisisquitesimple,youjustwannahavemein

yourfuckcornerqhabecauseyouenjoyedthesex.

Youdon'tloveme,youknowyoudon'tlovemeqha

waqhelauwaqhathaamantombingothandowhich



issomethingI'mnotthirtyfor.I'mverymuchloved

ekhayasoandiphaphazelixakuthethwangothando.

UngafanekeuthethengeattentionyeNdoda,

maybekendingafanendinikezelebecausethat's

howyoucaughtme.Yougavemeattention,online

andoffline...Untilyourcoverwasalmostexposed.

Ginger:whatdoyoumeanmycoverwasalmost

exposedkengoku?

Me:mybigmouthspoketoosoon,soIalmost

exposedyourmotiveinsteadofwaitingforyouto

slipup.

Hesighedandgotup,walkedaroundtheroomand

stoodatthefarcorneroftheroomlookingoverme.

Me:xaunechancezundigoduseke.Ithinkwe're

donehere.

Hedidn'tanswerme,Idrankmyjuiceinsilence.

Afterabout15minuteshespokeup...



Ginger:ufunandithiniOnele?

Me:Iwantyoutooutyourwordsintoactiondammit.

Okoundixelelangokundithandabutyouractions

speakotherwise.GingerIdon'ttrustyou...Masiqale

njeapho.Idonottrustyou.

Hewalkedcloser....

Ginger:IunderstandandI'msorry.

Me:seethat,Idon'twantyoutobesorry.Iwantyou

todowhatyouspeak...Youknowwhat?Ndigoduse

manandfuthiundiyekendifundemna,undiyeke

ndizipholeleaphebuchotsheniudeuyaziinto

oyifunayoaphebominibecauserightnow,awuzazi.

AndI'mnotgonnabedraggedintothat.

Hewasalreadyaveryshortdistancefromme,he

heldmyhandsandpulledmeforahug.Iwasn't

crying,Iwasjustemotional.Forsomanyreasons



butmostlybecausemyperiodwasclosely

approachingsomyhormoneswereinsomesortof

imbalance.
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ThefollowingdayIwasmeetingwiththeagent

yendlu,atleastnowitwouldn'tlooksuspiciousinto

yokubandithengeindlu.IthadbeenawhilesinceI

startedatmyjob,withmenotrentingorbuying

food,anylogicalthinkerwouldassumethatIsaved

themoneytobuythehouse,wellmaybethey

wouldn’tthink“buycash”youknow?Mayberent-to-

buyorsomethinglikethat.Shetookmetothree

morehousesbutagain,justlikebefore,one

capturedmyheart.Meaningnowwehadtwo

housesatthetop,Ihadtodecideonone.Iasked

theladyifshecanhelpmeshowthesehousesto

myboyfriendSaturdayandsheagreed,Iwanted

himtohelpmechooseandhedidsayhedoesn't

mindgivingmeaninputeventhoughthefinal



decisionwillsolelydependonme.

Hearrivedlaterthatday,andashepromised,he

cametoseeme.Ihadjustarrivedendlinifromwork,

hehootedjustasIwasrunningmyselfabathbutI

ingoredhimcozIwantedhimtocall.Iturnedoffthe

waterandwaited,watchingmyphonebuthehooted

again.Onlyafterfiveminutesdidhecall…

Me:tatakaMilli?

Nkosinathi:I’moutside.

Me:sure.

Ihungupandopenedthegate,walkeddowntothe

loungeandwaitedinexcitement.Heknockedand

walkedin,carryingashoppingbagandaverybig

bouquetofflowers.OkayIdidn’tjustsmile,I

giggled,blushing.Helaughedashewalkedtowards

meandgavemetheflowers,kissingmycheekas

wesharedanembrace.



Nkosinathi:yhoooandisanikhumbuli!

Me:yhoooo!

Welaughed.

Iwashappy,genuinelyhappytoseehim.Helooked

betterthanthelasttimeIsawhim,helookedwaaay

better.Weremainedinthathuguntiltheexcitement

dieddown,andthenIstartedbeingemotional.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyou.

Nkosinathi:inyourarmsIfeelathome,andiyazi

man…IfeellikekudalandihambaandnowthatI’m

hererightnow,Ifeelsafe.Ifeelcontent,Ifeelat

home.

Me:guessit’swhereyou’resupposedtobe.

Nkosinathi:youguess?



Ichuckled.

Andsteppedback.

Me:dude!

Helaughedandonlynowhandedmetheshopping

bag,Itookthebagandtheflowersandputthemon

thekitchencounterthenImadehimcoffeeand

cookies,wesatelounge,sharedacouchandI

watchedhimnibble.

Nkosinathi:Iwashopingwecouldgotomyhouse,

fortheweekend.

Me:ononecondition?

Nkosinathi:uh-oh!

Me:IhavethreehousestoviewngomsoandIwant

youtohelpmechoose.

Nkosinathi:ItoldyouI’mokaywithwhateveryou

choose,it’syourhouseattheendoftheday.



Me:Iknowthat,butIstillwantyouropinion.

Nkosinathi:alrightnoproblem,nowpleasegopack

aweekendbag.

Ididn’tneedtobeaskedtwice,Iskippedupthose

stairsandpacked,camebackdownandhewas

busyonhisphonesoIusedthattimetoputmy

flowersinwaterandwentbackupstairsndayobeka

thebaghegaveme.I’dhavetoreviewthegifts

obuyakwamSunday.Imadesureallwindowswere

closed,didallsecuritychecksthenweheadedout.

Wewenttobuyukutyak’qalathenwewenttohis

house,ItoldhimIwasgonnabathwathi

mandiyovasabecausehehadabusiness

conferencecallthatwouldtakeapproximately30-

40minutes.Iwenttothebathroom,hewenttohis

study.NdagqibaengekagqibasoIwenttowarmthe

food…

Icouldtellthatsomeoneelsehadbeenhere.

Iknowhe’samanbuthe’saveryneatandclean



man,hiskitchenwasdirty.Notdirtydirtybut,you

knowwhenyoujustwipeoffsomethingfromthe

kitchencounterandnot“clean”it?Yes,therewere

stainsonthecounterandonthefloor.SoIdecided

tocleanthat,thenemptiedthefridge,somethings

wererotteninthere.Emptiedandcleanedit,

cleanedtheovenandhecameoutwhileIwas

moppingthefloor.

Nkosinathi:kumdaka?

Me:yep,kumdakasana.Stickyeven.

Nkosinathi:ohwow.

Me:okokwakuzeoomamakhoorsomeoneelse

washere?

Nkosinathi:ngabobaby.

Me:wowuLiyema.

Hechuckledandlockedhisdoors,gatesandputup

alarmsystem.



Hetookthebucketandmoppedthelounge…I

dusted.

Me:Ihopetheywerenotsleepinginyourbed.

Nkosinathi:there’sasecondmasterbedroomthatI

toldmomshecanuse,butitwon’thurtchanging

thelinen.

Me:letmegetintothat,pleasemopthebathroom

too.Akhangendingenekuyo,ndiyayicingelaqha.

Helaughedandnod,ourownbathroom(well,his

own)wasclean.Isawthatngokubendiyovasa,it

wasspotless.Ichangedthebedlinenandcurtains,

thesweptandpoweredtherugpowder,justfora

freshersmell.WhenIwasdoneIwentback

downstairsandhewasalsodone,puttingonsome

musiconthetheatresystem.

Nkosinathi:pleaseplateup.

Me:kay.



Iservedus,twodifferentplates.

Iwashungry,Iwasn’tabouttosharemymealwith

Nkosinathindilambiletu.Weateupmakingsmall

conversationthenhewashedthedishes,Ipacked

themsabuyelaelounge.

Me:how’veyoubeenfeeling,aftertheOp?

Nkosinathi:betteryazi…andI’mnolongertaking

strainwithworkngoku.

Me:Meaning?

Hesighed…

Me:whathaveyoudonetatakhe?

Nkosinathi:Iuhm,ndiphumilekwibusinesszika

tata.

Me:oh..wow.When?

Nkosinathi:IfinalizedthingsafterIcamebackfrom



theUK.

Me:youthinkit’stherightthingtodo?

Nkosinathi:yesbaby…Idon’twantUkhonatogrow

upandbecaughtupinthismess,Iwanttowork

solelyforhim,andmaybehissiblingsifwedoget

therebutIwanttoworkjustformychildren.

Ibreathed…

Nkosinathi:ithadtobedonemamakhe.

Me:Iunderstandthat,andIamproudofyou.

Nkosinathi:But?

Me:But,I’mnowwonderingkuthiwanikokwenu

ngawe.Won’tyourfatherfightyou?Won’tyour

siblingscomeafteryou?Ourson?

Nkosinathi:Idividedandsoldmostofmyshares

amongstmysiblingssoandimnkanganantoyabo.

Me:it’sallaboutentitlementbaby,notbecauseyou

leftneshareszabo.I’vecometounderstandthat



whenpeoplenolongerhavecontroloveryou,they

tendtoresorttosomeofshadiness.

Nkosinathi:ndireadyforwhatevertheycomewith

mamakhe,Ididmyhomework.

Me:haikendoda,xaureadynamndiready.

Helaughedandkissedmycheek,again.Iturnedto

facehimandkissedhislips.Hehadthisauthentic

gazeinhiseyesashekissedmeagain,we

basicallysharedamomentrightthere.

Nkosinathi:Uyakuthandaumntuwakho.

Iblushed.

Nkosinathi:AndIpromiseyou,fromnowon.It’s

justthethreeofusnyhani,nooneelsematters.



Iwasconvinced,rightthatmomentIwasconvinced

hewasreadyforwhateverhisfamilymight

counteractwith.MosttimesNkosinathidoesn’tjust

utterwords,especiallyafterhisheartoperation,he’s

beenintentionalandhewasactingonhiswords.

Me:Ibelieveyou.

Nkosinathi:areyougame?

Me:allday,everyday.Aslongasmnanomntanam

siyiprioritykuwe,I'min.

Nkosinathi:You'vealwaysbeenaprioritybaby...

Ismiled.

Wewerenotalwaysapriority,heknowsthat.

Weneverwereapriorityfuthi,that'swhyoo

Asenathifeltentitledatsomepoint.That'sbecause

henevermademeapriority,maybeMilliwas,but

notmna.

Butofcourse,wewerenotabouttogointoan



argumentrightnow,yhinikusemnandi.
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AfterasecondIsteppedbackandwipedmyeyes

withthebackofmyhand.

Me:pleasetakemehome.

Ginger:Nelle...

Me:please...

Hedidn'tsaymuch,hegrabbedhiskeysand

openedthedoorforme.Iwalkedout,hefollowed

rightbehindmeandwewalkedtothecar.Gotin

andhedrovetomyhoodinsilence,safikaekhaya

engekafikiumama.Iwasobviouslyconcerned

abouthimknowingbakuphiekhaya,butthenI

realizedthatifhe'sreallybeenstalkingmethenhe

alreadyknewhisawaythere.



Me:thanks.

Ginger:whendoIgettoseeyouagain?

Me:whenyouknowwhatyoureallywant,whenyou

canactuallyputactionstoyourwords.

Ginger:Kay...Iloveyou.

Me:sure.

Iwalkedoutofhiscar,intomyhomeyardand

lockedthegatendayongenaendliniwithoutlooking

back.AssoonasIwalkedinendlini,havingclosed

thedoorbehindmybackIclappedhandsformyself.

Lol.

Aboutaweeklater,Iaccompaniedumamaesiya

eBhayibutobviouslyndizojikaetownmna,onmy

waybackIfoundadeliveryguywaitingoutsideso

wewalkedintogether,Isignedfortheparcels

thinkingzezikamama,walkedinekhayaand

mindedmyownbusiness.Twohourslater,he

called.He,biengGingerandhehadleftbecausehe



wascallingmengalanumberyakheinde,iweird

Me:hi...

Ginger:hi...Howareyoudoing?

Isighed.

Ginger:Happybirthday.

Isquintmyeyes.

HowdidImissmyownbirthday?Howcouldmom

evenleaveforPEonmybirthday?

Me:it'snotmybirthdaytoday.

Ginger:usure?

Iwalkedtothefridgetocheckthecalendar,Haibo

it'sreallymybirthdaybethuna.Iclearedmythroat,

embarrassed.



Ginger:itslippedyourmindIsee.

Me:thankyou,I'vebeenswampedinschoolworkI

reallydidn'tthinkit'sthattimeoftheyearalready.

Ginger:ohwell,you'refinallyeighteen.

Ismile.

I'msuddenlyexcitednow.

Me:yep,finallyanadultaccordingtosociety,stilla

babyaccordingtotheMzayiclan.

Helaughed,myheartmelted.No.WhyamIputting

myselfthroughthis?Again?

Ginger:Ihopeyoulikeyourgifts.

Me:gifts?

Ginger:Isentyougiftsearliertoday,thecourier

companysentmeproofthatyousignedforthem.



MyeyesracebacktothatboxthatIthoughtwasfor

mom.

Me:Ihaven'topenedthebox,Ithoughttheparcel

belongedtomom.

Ginger:ohokay.

Me:well,Imightaswellopenitwhileyou'reonthe

line.

Hedidn'trespond.

Iwenttofetchaknifeandcutthetape,hebought

methreepairsofshoes,twobeinghighheelsand

oneaverybrightsneaker.Verymuchmy

personality,thesneakerImean.Underneaththat

werefourboxes.Onewasaboxofchocolates,two

wereclothesandthelastonewasaniPhone.I

screamedatthesighedofthephone,helaughed.

Pleasedwithhimself.Thentherewasanenvelope

withtwogiftvouchers.Oneforperfumeandonefor

lingerie.Ilaughed,Icouldtellhewasnervouson



theotherendofthisphone...

Me:well,yououtdidyourselfhere.Thankyou.

Ginger:youactuallylikethem?

Me:allofthem,yes.Ido.

Hereleasedachunkofbreath.

Me:enkosinyhani.

Ginger:ndiyakuthandaOnele,Ihopeyougetthat.

Ididn'trespond.

Ginger:Iwillnotpush,butjustknowthatIloveyou

andndifunawena.Nooneelse.

Isighed.Loudlyapparently.

Ginger:justdomeonefavourplease,keepyourself

forme.

Me:andingomnkakhoGinger.



Ginger:Iknowthat,butplease.

Me:andwe'renotinarelationship,wewerejusta

summerfling.

Ginger:I'minarelationshipnawe,andiyazilento

uyithethayo.

Ilaughed.Loud.

Me:uyakwaziuwuhlekisaumlomowam.

Ginger:Nelleyou'regoingtoVarsityverysoon,

please.Keepyourself.

Me:foryou?What'ssospecialaboutyou?

Ginger:cometothinkofit,nothing,exceptthat

ndiyakuthandaandIwanttobuildafuturewithyou.

OkayIdidn'trespond.

Ginger:whenyou'reready,Iwillcomebacksowe



cantalkaboutus,thefutureandmyinvolvement

withyourbrotherin-law.Maybeuzotshouboneba

I'mseriousngawe,ngathiandI'mactuallynot

hidinganythingfromyou.

Ididn'trespondagain.

Ginger:Idohopeyouenjoyyourgifts,happy

birthdaysthandwasam.PityIcan'tgiveyousome

birthdaysex.

Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:thatwouldbetheultimategiftyazi?

Ginger:wellnextyearI'llgiveittoyou,anywayand

anywhereyouwantit.

Me:mh,IguessIshouldlookforwardtothat.Thank

youforthese.

Ginger:youdon'thavetothankme.That'smyjob.



Ismiledaswehungup.

Wait,wasInotmadathimafewweeksago?Why

amIstandinghereblushingandsmilingtomyself

withsomethingticklingmebetweenmythighs?

Igrabtheboxandtakeittomyroom,Cassand

CindysendbirthdaytextsbutCassalsosendsme

eWallet.Ijumpupanddown,atleasttheydidn't

forget.Idid.

Threeweeksfromthatday,GingerslandedandI'm

rightthere,waitingforhim.Wedidn'thug,we

squashedintoeachother.Lol.Thedrivetohishotel

becametheshortest,assoonaswegettotheroom,

noquestionsasked,butourclothesstartflying

acrosstheroomandthenextthing,mynailsare

deepinhisskinandhisgroaningontopofmelikea

hungrywolf.

Hisheadonmychest,I'mbusymassaginghis



temples.

Ginger:pleaseswitchoffyourphone.

Me:why?

Ginger:atleastforthenexthour.Please.

Ididashesaid,switchedoffnezakheiiphonesand

wefellasleepinthatstickysituation.Hewokeup

beforemeandorderedfood,hewasjustwatching

meeatinganorangewhenIfinallywokeup.I

blushed.Hewasstillhalf-naked.

Me:whattimeisit?

Ginger:5:30pm

Istretched.Ishouldgetgoing,Ihaveastudy

sessionatseven.Iwenttotheshowerand

showered,afewminutesafterIheardaknock,he

cametojoinmeandweshoweredtogether,andwe



didmorethantheshowering.

Weatethefoodwrappedintowels...

Me:howlongwillyoubehere?

Ginger:Ihavethreeweeks,butIcanstretchittoa

month.Why?

Me:youkindofcameataverybadtime,I'mwriting

exams.

Ginger:ohnoIwon'tdisturbyou,don'tworry.After

todayjustpretendI'mstilloutofthecountry.

Me:butndiyagqibaubhalaintwoweeks.

Ginger:thenwe'lltakeoffintwoweeks,your

excellenceineducationisimportanttome.Iwon't

jeopardizethat.

Ismiledandkissedhischeek.

Ginger:khaw'lezisa.Yousaidyouhaveaclassat7.

Me:yep.



Iquicklyateupandgotdressed.

HewatchedmeuntilIfinishedthenhegrabbeda

vestandwalkedoutwithmetothebasementofthe

hotelwherehe'llbeparkingforthenextmonth.We

kissinthedarkcorridorsaswemakeourwaytothe

car,andhetookmehome.

Ginger:Iloveyou.

Me:I'vecometoknowthat.

Helaughed.

Me:what?

Ginger:you'resupposedtosayyoulovedmetoo.

Me:whatifIdon'tloveyou?

Ginger:uzobeufunantonikekum,likerightnow?

Me:sex,gifts,attention?



Hesmiledandstartedhisignition.

Ginger:keeptellingyourselfthat.

Ilaughedandwesharedakiss.Igotoffandwent

home,dadwashome.OMW.Whendidhecome

back?Andheprobablysawthecar....OhmyGod.I

triedtocomposemyselfasIwalkedin...

Me:olatamkhulu?

Helaughedandwehugged.

Me:ubuyenini?

Dad:abouttwohoursago,uvelaphiwenaelixesha?

Me:eskolwenidaddy,andI'mgoingtoastudy

sessionatseven.Sewuphungile?

Dad:ungandenzelanawekaloku,imnandixa

yenziwengomnyeumntu.



Hedidn'tgiveawayifhesawanythingatall,butI

knowdad.Heprobablydid,andhe'sgonnamake

mesweat.

[06/26,15:12] :#Onele_06

Oneweeklater,okomnandalalaekhayawhilemy

“boyfriend”or"shagbuddy"wasintownandwhile

otherkidswere“crossnighting”,studyingtogether

ingroupsaccordingtosubjects...

AsIwalkedoutoftheschoolpremises,justafter

writingthemorningpaperIsawGinger'scar(well,

hishiredcar)andIwantedtopretendlikeIdidn’t

seehim,youknow?WalkupthestreetlikeIdidthe

lasttime?Butmyfeetfoundthemselveswalkingup

toit.Hedidn'tcomeoutbutunlockedthecarasI

nearedit,soIautomaticallywalkedaroundittoget

tothepassengerdoor.Iopeneditandpeeped

inside,



Me:hi?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Ginger:hi,surprise.

Ichuckled.

Ginger:Getin.

Me:sincewhendoyoupickmeupfromschool?

Ginger:amInotallowedto?

Me:whydidn'tyouatleasttellmeuyeza?

Ginger:Ididn'tthinkthatwouldbenecessary.Wait,

areyouhidingsomething?

Me:zangendithikuwendineboyfriendkanene?

Hechuckled,

Ginger:Idon’tcarewhatyousaid,comeonin.Let’s

go.

Me:Hewethucanyouimaginewhatthoserascals

aresayingaboutme,justforthesefewsecondsI've



beentalkingtoyourightnow?

Ginger:andhereIthoughtsomeonedoesn'tcare

whatotherpeoplesayabouther?

Okayhegotme.Ismiledandgotin,buckledupand

hedrovetotown.

Ginger:I'mgoingtoDurbanforaboutaweekortwo.

Thatcameasashock.

Andsorandom.

Whenwelastspokehesaidhe'shereforthree

weeksandhecouldmakeitfour.Nowhe's

“minus’ing”oneifnottwoofthosefourweeksby

goingtoDurban?Leavingmebehind?

Me:mmkay.

Ginger:thatwillgiveyouenoughtimetofocuson



yourlastexam.

Me:uzobuya?

Ginger:yesofcourse.

Inod.

Helookedatme,thenbackattheroad.

Wait,didIreallyaskthat?WhywouldIaskhimthat?

Ginger:what'sonyourmind?

Ishrugged

Ginger:comeon.

Isighed...

Me:it’snothing,really

Ginger:baby…

Itookaminute,silent.



Me:Istillfailtounderstandwhatyouwantfromme.

I'myoung,you'reoldandsuccessfulamongother

things.Beingwithmeisrisky,thismomentright

nowisarisk.Whywouldyouriskitalltobehere,

rightnow?

Helookedaheadanddroveinsilence,weweren't

goingtohishotel,wewereheadedtowardsthe

beach.

Ginger:questioniswhywouldyouriskitalltobe

withme?

Iwasn’tintendingonansweringhim,Ididn’twantto

giveitawaythatIactuallyhavefallenforhim.It

wasnolongeraboutsexnow.Ihaditbad,andI

didn’tknowhowtocomposemyself.

Ginger:I'mnotassuccessfulasI'dwanttobe,but



I'mgettingthereandthere'snooneelseI'dwantto

gettherewith,besidesyou.

Me:why?

Ginger:becauseyouarenotaftermymoney,yes

youappreciatethembutyoudon'tgetmovedby

gifts,youcanbeallexcitedandchilledatthesame

time.You...YouchallengemybrainsNelle,Iusedto

hatethatbecauseIthoughtyouwereundermining

myintelligence,untilIactuallystartedseeingyou

forthesmartassthatyouare.

Ilaughedat"smartass",hecouldhavesaid"smart

woman"or"smartpants"buthechoseass.

Ginger:Seriously.Youhaveyourwayofbeingtwo

stepsaheadofme,everytime.

Me:exceptfornow.

Ginger:yesexceptfornow,whichisgood.



Ismiled.

Hetouchedmythighashedrove,foundaparking

spaceandturnedtheignitionoffwiththecar

overlookingthesea.Weopenedthewindows...

Ginger:Youmakemewanttodobetter,wheneverI

lookatyou,Iknowyou'regonnakickassandIwant

tobetheretowitnessitall.

Me:babywhatdoyouwant?

Helaughed.

Ginger:soIcan'tcomplimentyouifandifuninto?Is

thatwhatyou'resaying?

Me:nodon'tgetmewrong,Iamenjoyingthese

complimentsbutcomeon.Spititout.

Ginger:unfortunately,andifunintoke.I'mjust

simplycomplimentingyou.



Iexaminedhimwithnarroweyesandhelaughed

evenmore.Hislaughterdidthingstotheinnerparts

ofmybelly.Itmademewarm.

Ginger:you'reeighteen,foryoutothinklikethat,

youobviouslyhavenotbeenlovedright.

Me:andyouwouldknowhowtoloveright?

Ginger:Iknowhowtoloveyou,andthat'stheonly

thingthatmatterstome.Lovingyouright.

Iblushed.

Andmumbled"WhyamIbeingshowedwith

complimentsallovertheshow"?Heheardthisand

laughedalloveragain,hetookoutfoodsatya

makingsmallnonsensicalconversationsthenwe

weredonehedroveoutofthebeach...

Me:whenareyouleaving?

Ginger:tomorrownight.



Me:andibhalingomso,canwespendalittletime

beforeyouleave?

Ginger:ofcourse,whattimeshouldIpickyouup

ek’seni?

Me:I'lltextyou.

Ginger:okay...

Iwantedaplantosleepover,butIwasn'tgoingto

tellhimthat.Hedroppedmeoffathomeandwe

justpeckedonthelips,itwasactuallyfun,spending

timewithhimwithouthavinganysortofsexual

intercourse.Thiswasnewtome...

Iwalkedinathomeandcookeddinner,Iwasn't

evensureifthefolkswouldbebacktonightbutjust

incasetheydocomeback,Iwantedthemtocome

backtoawarmhouse…withoutpreciouslittleOnele

qha.WhenIwasdone,Iwenttofreshenup,and

worelacyunderwearandadenimdressthat

reachedjustbelowmykneeswithblacksneakers,



andabikerjacket.AsIwalkeddownfrommyroom,

dad’scardrovein.

Iquicklywenttositdown,scatteringbooksallover

thecoffeetableand“concentrated”.This“outing”

wouldhavebeeneasyifitwasjustmom,she

knowssisMandy,bendizozimelangayebutnow

there’sdadtoo.Iwaspanicking.

“Nkqonkqo”

Ifocusedonmybooks,theywhisperedamongst

themselvesastheywalkedin…

Dad:oohmntanam,usabhalana?

Me:ewetata…ndigqibanextweek.

Hethrewmeashoppingbag,Ismiledmouthinga

thankyou.Momjoinedmeonthecouch,heeeethis

wastobemoredifficultthanIthought.



Mom:howwastoday’spaper?

Me:Difficult,butwewrote.

Mom:kalokuunguloungakhangeufuneuyo

cross’nighter.

Ilaughedather,andthenalightbulbwenton!

Yes!ThiswasmyopportunityandIwasn’tgonnalet

itslipawaytu.

Me:well,ndiyayanamhlanje,Ican’taffordarepeat

ofwhathappenedtoday.

Dad:Butyou’renotwritingtomorrow.

Me:yes,therewon’tbeacrossnightSundaynight

sothey’redoingittonightandtomorrowthewhole

day.

Dad:sowhenareyoucomingbackhome?

Me:intheafternoon,unlessIknowwhatthey’re



studyingthenI’llcomebackearlier.

Dad:whenyouknowsomethingkalokuyoushare

withthosewhodon’t,andithithat’swhynaweusiya

kwabanyebecauseyouwantthemtosharewhat

theyalreadyknow,withyou?

Me:ewetata.

Dad:Soweshouldexpectyouintheafternoon.

Mom:mmh,uphekile?

Me:yesma’am

Dad:uqaleundenzeleiteakebeforeyouleave.

Me:andIthoughtyourbeautifulwifewouldmake

teaforyou.

Dad:nooooo!Yhuhaynothankyou!

Theybothlaughed.

Icollectedallmybooks,tooktwoforthe

“crossnight”alongwithafleece,necharger.Put

everythinginabagandwentwaiteduntilkwabetha

usixthenIhikedataxi.Yep,Ijustslippedoutofthe



folkswatchforaforbiddenD!

[06/26,15:12] :#Onele_07

IthinkIlovedthesurpriseonhisfacethanmelying

tomyparentsforhim.

Ginger:baby,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Icametocheckwho'sbeenkeepingyourbed

warmallthistime.

Hechuckledandletmein.Iwalkedinandthrewmy

bagonthecouch,takingabottleofwaterthatwas

onthecounter.Hejoinedmeonthecough,still

surprised

Ginger:baby?

Me:mh?

Ginger:Ithoughtwe'respendingtheDAYtogether



ngomso.

Me:so?

Ginger:whatareyoudoinghere,thistime?And,

what'sinthebag?

Me:doyoureallyhavetoaskthis?

Ginger:babynooffenseneh,Ijustdon'twantyou

gettingintotroubleonmyaccount.

Me:onlynowyouthinkofthat?

Ginger:itwasdifferentinPE,youwerewithyour

sisters.Nowyou'rehome,withyourparents.

Ismiledathimdrinkingmywater,hemademefeel

likeIwasintrudingbutIdidn'tcareaboutthatright

now.I'mheresohemustjustmakepeacewithit.

Hetookmybag...

Me:booksandafleece,ndithendiyofunda.



Heputitbacklaughingashepulledmetowards

him.Hekissedthesideofmyhead,amused.

Me:youlooklikeyou'regoingsomewhere?

Ginger:yeahuhmIwas,butIwillcancel.Can'tleave

youalonehere.

Me:wherewereyougoing?

Ginger:Iwasgoingoutfordrinks.

Me:Ididn'tknowyouhadfriendshere.

Ginger:associates,notfriends.

Me:oohokay.

Ginger:ordersomething,sowecanhavesupperin

here.Oryouwannagoout?

Me:goout?Ndisekufundenibaby?

Heburstoutlaughingonceagain,Iorderedfoodfor

us,textedmyparentsthatndihambesafe,then

wenttopee,hewasalreadychangingthesheetson



thebed.Ohman.

Me:ubulalanabaniaphaGinger?

Helaughed,

Ginger:ubungekuthibaby,justforonce?

Me:awumdalaforbandithibaby,phendulaumbuzo.

Ubulalanabaniapha?

Ginger:wouldn'tyouliketoknow.

Ithrewhimwiththenearestpillow,hecaughtitand

camechargingformeItriedrunningawaybutthere

wasn'tenoughroomsohecaughtmeandcornered

mebetweenthebathroomdoorandthewindow.

Nowwasmyturntolaugh,hekeptonbitingmyskin

softly,kissingsomeplacesandsucklingonsome

andforsomereason,weendeduphavinga

"quickie"rightthere.Weactuallyonlystoppedwhen

thefoodwasdelivered,Iwenttothedoorandpaid

thenservedusseparately.Wesatonthatcouch

quietly...Untilhespokeup.



"thatwasintense"

Ijustlaughed

Ginger:Areyousureyou'reonlyeighteenbaby?

Ilaughedevenmore,therewasnothingspecial

aboutwhatwejustdid.Itwasaquickieandthat'sit.

Ginger:hayno,ndiyakuvuma.

Me:asifuyaqalauyivayonkelentouyivileyo

namhlanje.

Ginger:ingxakiyakhowenababyyouwillnever

understand...

Ididn'trespond.

Hewasdoneeatingbeforeme,andhemoved

closer,touchingmythighswhichwerenow

exposed.

Ginger:Iwantmoreofthat.



Ikissedhimonthelipsandcontinuedeating,when

IwasdoneIrinsedmymouthandwewenttobed.

HisjawdroppedwhenhesawthelingerieIhadon,

I'mvaluptouswithmeatonmybonessowhenI

stolealookathimgawkingatme,Igotexcited.His

eyesmademeexcited.

Me:Valaumlomo.

Ginger:ohhellno....

IgiggledasItiedmyhair,hewasalreadybehind

me,strippingoffmylingeriewhilekissingmefrom

behind.HetouchedmebetweenthelegsandI

threwmyheadback,givinghimmorespacetokiss

aroundmyneckashisfingersslidin.Iwasalready

wetso...

Afteracoupleofmoans,heturnedmearoundso

wecouldkiss,hepickedmeupfromthefloorand

slowlylaymedownonthebedwherehe

worshippedmybody.Fromheadtotoe.



Thenhisphonerang,hedidn'tstop.Itdieddown

andrangagain,soIstoppedhim,itwasannoying.

Me:pleaseansweryourphoneorswitchitoff.

Hetookit,switcheditoffwithoutevenchecking

whowascallinghim.Haibolobhuti!

Wemadelove.

Ohwemadelovefortheentirenight.I'dfallasleep

inhisarmsandwheneverwewokeupwewould

justcontinuewhereweleftoffuntilmorning.When

Iwokeuphewasn'tthere,Iwenttothebathroom,

didmybusinessandcamebacktobed.Iwantedto

orderbreakfastbutIdidn'tknowba

akayangothengakutyanasoIwaited,hecameback

withaSparshoppingbagwithyogurts,chocolates...

Snacksbasically.

Ginger:you'reawake.Goodmorning,baby.

Me:Morning.



Ginger:haveyouorderedbreakfastyet?

Me:nope.

Ginger:pleasedo,I'lljusttakeaquickshower.

Me:sho.

IdidasIwasaskedtodo,gotupandjoinedhimin

theshowerandwetookmorethantheintended

timeintherebutwefinallycameoutontimeforthe

breakfastthenweate.Hegavemeabrownpaper

bag,Iopeneditandfoundtwopills.

Me:andthis?

Ginger:morningafter.

Me:ohflip!Thankyou.

HesmiledasIgulpedthepillsdownwithwater.

Me:Ididn'tthinkwe'dneeditthough.



Ginger:uyahlabisa?

Me:yes.

Ginger:it'salwaysgoodtobeextracareful...We

can'taffordyoufallingpregnantrightnow.

Me:definitely...So,whatareyourplansfortoday?

Ginger:Ihavecountlessappointmentswithyour

bodythewholeday,whatareyourplans?

Iwasgigglinglikeasmittenteenager,wellI'm

eighteen,I'mstillateen.Correct?

Me:well,whoeveryougosir,Ifollow.

Ginger:thatsmorelikeit.

Hecameforwardandkissedme,wekissedashe

pulledhisbodyupsohisweightmayrestonmine.

Hishandsweregrabbingandpinchingonmythighs,

mywaist,myass.Maybewe'rejustaddictedto

eachother,ithasalwaysbeenlikethiswhenwe're



inoneroomtogether.AfterabouttworoundsIleft

himinbedandopenedthewindows,tookthe

shoppingbagandwenttowatchTVintheother

sidewearingonlyhisvest.

Myphonerang...Cassandra,Iignoredher.Itrang

again,

Me:babymomma?

Sandra:makazi,howareyou?How'sschool?

Me:I'malmostdonewithmyexamssoI'mexcited.

Shelaughed

Me:how'sthelittleman?

Sandra:he'sgrowing,stillhandsome.

Me:justlikehisdadhuh

Sandra:ohhaike.



Me:howishe?Niyathethamosngoku?

Sandra:he'sfineOnele,he'sgood.

Thatwasn'tconvincingsoIjustletitslide.

Sandra:uphi?Icalledendliniwathiumamaawukho.

Me:uthendiyephiyena?

Sandra:Oneleuphi?

Isighed

Me:ndisendodeniCassandra.

Shelaughed,oh...Ithoughtshe'dbeonthatdeputy

parent101.

Sandra:Ithoughtasmuch.

Me:haysukaIneededsomeair,Ineededtobreathe

manyhu.



Sandra:don'tforgettotakethepillkegirl,youknow

thedrill.

Me:Udewandiphathelangokwakheunyana

womntu.

Sandra:ohshemuMabhutiwabantu.

Ohflip.

Kukhonalowakanene...

WellIwasn'tgoingtoexplainanythingtoCass,how

doyouexplainthis?Gingerisnotonetobe

explainedtomyfamily.Wespokesomemoreand

thenwehungup.ThethoughtofGingersent

tinglingeffectsallovermybody,mynipples

immediatelygoteractandIjustlaughedatmyself.

Me:Ineedhelp,no,thiscan'tbenormal"

Iwenttocheckonhim,hewasstillsleeping



peacefullysoIclosedthedoorandreturnedbackto

theTV.

[06/26,15:12] :#Onele_08

Hefinallywokeupandjoinedme,wekissedand

sharedapassionatefifteenminutesthenwelayon

thecouch,naked,theTVwatchingus.

Me:areyoureadytotalk?

Helookedatmeconfused.

Me:yousaidyouwantedtotellmeeverything.

Ginger:ohthat...Yes.

Me:nowisthetime.

Hesighedandlookedstraightintomyeyes,then

peckedmeonthelips.



Ginger:IthinkI'minlovewithyou,it'snotreallya

shockerIguessbutitwasn'tpartoftheplan.

Me:Whatplan?

Ginger:youwereright,StheandIwerebackto

makeyourfamily'slifedifficult.Hehadthiswhole

planworkedout,westalkedeveryoneofyouguys,

especiallyyouladies.Besesiyazineroutineyenu,

worseekaCindynoSikiandweknewwhenand

whattimesCasswasalone.

Isatup.

Iwasstartingtoboilinside,hesatupaswell.

Ginger:theplanwastogetyoudistracted,getyou

attractedtoLucianosothatthemoreyouspend

timewithhim,themorevulnerableandunguarded

Cassisbecauseweknewhowmuchyoutwospent

timetogether.Youguysareliketwins,sotheplan

wastogetyourbusy,andheraloneandvulnerable

sincethingsweren'treallyworkingoutwithher



boyfriend.

Me:yhima,uthethangoLucianoMorris?Lucianois

yourfriend?

Ginger:heworksforStheaswell,we'renotfriends

butweworktogether.

Me:wow.

Ginger:sowhenIheardofthisplan,Idecidedtoact

firstandapproachyoubeforehimkumessenger

andforsomereasonyougotattractedtomeand

youdidn'treallypaymuchattentiontohim.Ididn't

tellthemwhatIdid,theydidn'tevenknowthat

there'ssomethinggoingonbetweenusuntilthat

dayyousawStheandIhavinglunchinPE.

Me:soyouadmittolyingtome.

Ginger:yes,withreason.

Ichuckled.

Ginger:ItoldSthebecausehewasmadatLuciano



fornotpullingtheweight,Lucianowasrelaxed

ngayoyonkelento.Maybehejustwasn'tattracted

toyouoryougavehimthecoldshoulder,Idon't

know.SoItoldSthethatwe'reactuallydating,

maybethat'swhyyoudidn'tentertainLucianoand

hewasmadthatIdidn'ttellhimbeforehand.

Iswallowed,feelingplayed.

Ginger:ItoldhimIdon'treportmypersonallifeto

him,andbecausehedidn'tcommunicateyonkele

waykaLucianokumIhadtheupperhand.Heasked

howlongwe'vebeendatingandItoldhimit'sbeen

twoyearswothuka.Hewasactuallymadatmefor

fuckingyou,uthindimdalamandikhangeleiintanga

zamebengaphazamangawhenhesentLucianoto

youbecauseatleasthe'sinhisearlytwentiesbutI

toldhimakhangendithunywekuwesohecanjust

buggeroff.

Ijustlookedathim,noemotionwhatsoever.



Ginger:planAdidn'tworkkengalondlelaandnow

wehadtocomeupwithplanB.Whichyouruined

byaskingmequestionsthatnight.

Me:ohIdid?

Ginger:Ihadachipon,heheardeverythingand

trembledwhenyousaidyouspottedusinCape

TownAirportandsowewentbacktothedrawing

boardbutthatalsodidn'tdousanyfavorsbecause

yourbrothershadalreadycaughtupwithStheand

threatenedhim.

Me:theyshouldhavekilledhim,naweontopofthat.

Hesmiled.

Ginger:welltheydidcutofhisleglastweek,he'san

amputeenow,stillinhospitalthough.

Me:theyshouldhavegougedouthiseyesmani,

fuck!



Hedidn'tsayaword,IthinkhecouldtellIwas

angry.

Me:yaziUyandicaphukisa.

Ginger:Icantell.

Me:ngaskendikuhlabeandwatchyou

ungcungcuthekaziintlungu.

Hedidn'tanswerme,thenhegotupandwenttothe

bedroom,camebackwithapocketknifeandgave

me.Itookit,hesatdownandlookedatme,

Ginger:ndihlabeandwatchmedieinpain.

Mythroatwentdry.

Ginger:doitbaby,Iknowyouwillfeelbetterwhen

you'redone.



Me:Ican't...

Ithrewitacrosstheroom,myeyestearing.

Me:Ican't.OhfuckIhateyou!

Igotupandwalkedaroundtheroom...

Me:yintoniingxakikaSthembelenoCassandra?

Ginger:he'sobsessedwithher,hethinkshadhe

marriedherandnotAsanda...He'dbericher

becauseCassandraisverywise.Justlikeyou.

Me:SthembeleismentallydisturbedGinger.That

guyissick!

Ginger:Iknow.

Me:butyoustilldobusinesswithhim?

Ginger:he'sgotarespectedreputationinthe

underworld.IhavetoworkwithhimuntilIcan

standonmyown.



Ilookedathim,hegotupandwalkedtowardsme

Ginger:Iloveyou,Idon'tknowwhyIfelttheneedto

lietohimaboutusdatingfortwoyearsbutIdon't

regretthat.Ireallydoloveyou.

Me:Ihateyou.

Ginger:Iunderstand.

Me:youdo?Really?Thenleavemethefuckalone.

Hekissedmyforeheadandwalkedaway,hegot

dressedandIwatchedhimleavemeinhisroom.I

sliddownthewallandcried,whenIhadcried

enoughIwenttobed.AfteraboutthreehoursI

wokeupandhewasn'tthere,intheroomwithme,

soIcalledhim.

Ginger:baby?

Me:ubuyanini?



Ginger:I'mhere...

Heopenedthebedroomdoor,Ihungupandlooked

athim.Helookedquitesad,butamadodasoze

uwagqibengefeelingszawo.Heputhisphone

downandgotinbed,pullingmecloseforahugand

criedonhischest.Idon'tevenknowwhyIwas

crying...

Ginger:I'msorry.

Me:noyou'renot.

Ginger:believemebaby,Iamsorry.

Ididn'trespond.

Ginger:heknowswhereIstandwitheverythingthat

regardsyourfamilyandIthinkhe'sstillshocked

thatyourbrothersactuallycutoffhisleg,Ihopehe

getsthemessage.



Me:Ifeelstupid.

Ginger:you'renotstupid,Iam.

Isniffed.

Ginger:I'mstupidforevenagreeingtohisplan

knowingfullywellI'mputtingyourlifeatrisk,that

wasstupidofmeandI'msorry.Itwillneverhappen

again.

Icleanedupmyface,hetookmyhandsandkissed

them.

Ginger:IloveyouOneleMzayiandtrustmewhenI

sayIwillneverletanythinghappentoyou.

Me:Iwanthimtopay.

Helookedatme.

Me:yousayyouloveme,right?



Ginger:right.

Me:thenIwantyoutoprovetomethatyoureally

loveme,makehimpay.Orbetteryet,helpmeto

makeSthembelepayforeverylittlepainhe's

causedus,he'scausedbothmysister's.Idon'tcare

whatyoudo,Idon'tcarehowyoudobutIwantto

seeyoumakehimpay.Ifyoudon'thelpmedothis,

ifyoudon'tdothisforme...Don'tthinkIwon'tdoit

onmyown,IwillandIwillmakeyoupayaswell.

Henod.

Me:I'msotiredofmenthinkingtheycanwalkall

overus,I'msofuckentiredandyouknowwhat...I'm

notgonnabegyou,I'mnotgonnaremindyou.IfI

seethatyou'renottakingmyrequestseriouslythen

I'lldoitonmyown.

Ginger:okay,butfirst.Finishyourexams.

Me:areyougameornot?



Ginger:I'monyoursidebaby,I'monyourside.

Me:okay.

Wehugged,hereleasedabreathhemusthavebeen

holdingsincehewalkedinhere.
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Hepulledbackandkissedmeonthelips,

Ginger:masiyotya.

Igotoutofbed,followedhimtotheothersideand

waitedforhimashewarmedthefoodthenwedug

in.Istoppedhalfway...

Me:yousaidyouhavetoworkwithhimuntilyou

canstandonyourown?

Ginger:yes.



Me:whatareyouworkingon?

Ginger:Ican'ttellyouthat.

Me:arefuckenkiddingme?

Hesighed...

Ginger:illegalstuff.I'mworkingonillegalstuff

Onele.

Me:surelytheyhavenamesortermstobecalledby.

Ginger:drugsandgunsfornow.

Me:fornow?

Ginger:yes,I'llseeifIcangetashareinthegold

miningbusinessinthelongrun.Butfornowwhat

paysmybillsitthedrugsandguns.

Me:whatdoyoudowiththose?

Ginger:Iimportandsell.

Inod...



Andcontinuedtoeat.

Ginger:Whatareyouthinking?

Me:nothing.

Ginger:baby...

Isighedandwipedmymouth.

Me:youneedtotrainme,gunhandling.

Hiseyesalmostpoppedout.

Ginger:what?Why?

Me:because,Iwannaknowhowtohandleagun,

howtoshoot.

Ginger:Nelle...

Me:ifyoudon'ttrainmeyoudoknowthatIcango

toashootingrangerforthat,right?



Henod...

Me:good.

Ginger:gunsaredangerous.

Me:Iknowthat.

Ginger:canIteachyouselfdefenceinstead?

Me:Iwon'tneedtodefendmyselfanywhere.

Ginger:what?

Me:Iwon'tbenovictimofattacksbaby,I'llbethe

attacker.Ayizondincedangantoiself-defence.I

needtoknowhowtohandlethegun,simple.

Hedidn'tanswerme,whenweweredoneeatingI

collectedthetrashandcleanedup,Ihadleadsthan

fourhourstospendwithhim.Ijoinedhimonthe

couch,hewasthinking.Ilaymybody,back,onhis

andhislegssecuredtherestofmybody...



Ginger:Iliveaverydangerouslife,Idon'twantyou

partifit.

Me:thenbreakupwithme.

Ginger:that'snotwhatImeant.

Me:mmh.

Hesighed,hisfingersgoingovermyhairyskin

sendingshiversdownmyspine.Hekissedthe

crownofmyhead,Ikissedhischest.Myphone

rang,privatenumber.

Me:hello?

Asanda:Onele,unjani?

Me:sisi,whyareyoucallingmengoprivatenumber?

Asanda:Ithoughtyouwouldn'tanswermycall...

Okayshewasright...MaybeIwasn'tgoingto.



Asanda:howareyou?

Me:I'mokaysisi,unjaniwena?

Asanda:I'mgood...Imissyouguys.Wenano

Sandra.

Me:Eish...

Asanda:Idon'tknowhowtospeaktoher,

uyandivalelangaphandleandI'vetriedcountless

times...Udewathiutatamandimyekeazinyibilikele

ngexeshalakhe.

Me:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea,onthebrightside

though,she'sstillokaywithyourkids.

Asanda:eweke.

Me:usureurightsisi?

Asanda:ndisurebaby,Ijustwantedtohearyour

voice.Ugqibaniniubhala?

Me:verysoon,what'sup?

Asanda:we'regoingforholidayinAtlanta,thought

youmightwannacomeandhousesit.



Me:hahaokay,I'lltalktothefolksandhearfrom

them.UAphiwenayeuyahamba?

Asanda:yhulowo,uyakuSandrakaloku.

Me:obviously.

Webothlaughed,andafteracouplemoreminutes,

wehungup.Shameusisi...Thingsneverwentback

tonormalafterthatshooting,eventhoughnoone

verballytooksides,wealltookCassandra'sside.It

wasaunanimousdecisionthatwasn'teven

discussed.

Ginger:baby?

Ididn'trespond.

Ginger:Uyayifunaimaliyokuyakwitherapy?

Me:what?

Ginger:that'sahealthierwayofdealingwithyour

anger,notguns.

Ilaughedathim,liftingupmyheadtokisshimon



thelips.

Me:ifufunaukundiphaimalithendoso,into

endingazoyenzakukuyakwitherapy.Ormaybe,just

depositenoughsothatIcanbuymyselfashotgun.

Hekissedmylips...

Ginger:Idon'twantyouhandlingguns.

Ikissedhimback...

Me:Iwasn'taskingforyourpermission.

Hechuckled.

Ginger:OneleIamnotjoking.

Me:mistakeyakhokukucingbandiyadlala.I'm

eighteenginger,IcangetanylicenseIwant,I'mof

legalage.

Ginger:youcangolearnmartialarts,youcanlearn



boxingandeverythingelsenotguns.

Me:Iwantexactlythat,guns.Gunshoney.

IsmiledasIkissedhimagain,hesuckedmy

bottomlipsimultaneouslyashegrabbedmybehind.

BeforeIknewit,wewereheavingforbreath,

humping,sweatingandmoaninginunison.Icould

feelthissessionwasdifferent,hewasn't

worshipingmybody,hewasn'tmakinglovetome.I

lookedintohiseyesandIsawrage,hereallywasn't

makinglovetomebuthewaschannelinghisanger.

Funnyenough,Iwasenjoyingthissideofhim,as

muchasitwasforeigntome,Iwasenjoyingit,I

wasexcitedjustbyfeedingofftheangerinhiseyes.

Hegrabbedoneofmyboobsandsqueezedsotight

IscreamedandlaughedatthesametimeasIfelt

anotherwaveoforgasmjoltingthroughmyentire

body.Hehadmepinnedonthatcouchaswave

afterwavesweptthroughme,andthenwhenIwas

calmingdown,hehadhisownanditwassuchan

amazingexperience.Hesunkhisteethonmy

shoulderashemoanedoutloud,releasinghot



juicesbetweenmylegs.Afteramomenthisbody

camebacktonormalandhewasoutofbreath.We

laythere,bodytobody...Notsayingaword.Iwas

happy,Iwassatisfied.Icouldgohomeanyminute

fromnowon,hedefinitelyservedme.Ikissedhis

forehead,playingwithhisears...

Me:youneedtomanupbaby,ifI'mreallygonnabe

partofyourlife,youneedtomanup.

Heliftedhisheadconfused,

Me:theonlywayoucanpunishmengesexisifyou

deprivemeofit,notbygivingittomewithanger.

I'madifferentkindofbreed.

Helaughed,suckingmynipples...

Ginger:youmakemelooklikeapussy,youknow



that.

Me:haha,you'reactuallyright.Youdolooklikeone.

HesuckedmynipplehardIcriedoutinpain,hitting

himontheshoulder.

Ginger:you'refuckingtoooldforyourage.Fuck!

Iopenedmylegswider,hewasstillbetweenthem,

hiswholebodyonmine.

Me:areyoucomplaining?

Helookedatmesheepishly,kissingmychin.

Ginger:notonebit...

Me:thoughtasmuch...



Wekissedagain,thenwewenttoshowerandwe

tookanicecreamdriveforanhourthenhetookme

home.Icalledmomonmywayhome,justtomake

sureabekhobecauseIdidn'tfeellikewalking....

Mom:Nontombi?

Me:ukhonautataendlini?

Mom:haysimnkilethina,imaliyokongezaigrocery

iseroominiyakhoundertheteddybear.

Me:Haibo,nindishiyandedwangeweekend

bethuna?

Mom:besizokushiyanabaniinguweiphelo?

Isulked.

Me:celaunikeutataiphone.

Mom:he'sdriving.

Me:mamaniyaphikanti?



Mom:siyicouplekalokuNontombi,mnanotatakho

weareacouplesosiyakwicouplesweekendaway.

OkayIlaughed,noIwasupsetthough.Ilaughedso

hardespeciallywhenshehunguponme.

Me:wow.

Ginger:abekho?

Me:nope,theywentonacouple'sweekendaway.

Helaughed,amused.

Ginger:wow,that'snice.Bringthesparkback.

Me:eeuwmanbaby.

Helaughedatme.
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#Cassandra

Wewenttobed,forsomereason,asmuchweboth

missedeachother,webothdidn’tseemtobe

hungryforsex.Wejustcuddledandfellasleepin

eachother’sarms.Iwokeupbeforehimandwent

tomakebreakfast,

HejoinedmejustasIwasfinishingtoplateup.

“Morning”hesaid,kissingmycheekinpassing.I

justsmiledasIwatchedhimopeningallwindows,

andcamebacktohelpme.Wellthat’swhathesaid,

buthedidn’thelpmeonebit,hedisturbedme.He

stoodbehindmeandkissedmyneck,nibblingon

myearlobes.ItriedtogetawayfromhimbutI

couldn’t,hehadmecorneredandheknewit.Aftera

whileIgaveupwrigglingmyselfoffhim,Ijustgave

in.Hesmotheredmewithkisses,pickedmeupand

putmeonthekitchencounterlookingdeepinmy

eyes…



Nkosinathi:NdiyakuthandakodwaCassandra.

Me:butuyazaziuyathandwanawendim.

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat…

Me:really?

Nkosinathi:mh?

Me:mh?

Helaughedandkissedme,wemadeoutonthat

counterandwhenourpressuredieddown,wetook

thefoodtotheloungeandatethere,hewasn’t

eating,hewaslookingatme…

Me:haibobaby!

Nkosinathi:Ireallymissedyou.

Iblushed,heremovedfoodfromthecornerofmy

lips.



Nkosinathi:yoursisterin-lawsentatext,she’s

cominghereforlunch.

Me:Ihopeyoutoldherwewon’tbehereforlunch.

Nkosinathi:Ididn’trespond.

Me:wellpleasedo.

Nkosinathi:ifshe’sseriousshewillcallme,ifnot,

thenuzofikandingekhoandI’lljusttellherIdidn’t

getthemessage.

Ilookedathimandlaughed.

Nkosinathi:andIchangedthelocks,andgate

remoteaftermomandLiyemaleftso…

Me:Youdidn’t!

Nkosinathi:it’smyhouse,Iboughtitwithmyhard

earnedmoney.IcanbasicallydowhateverIwanna

dowithit.



OkayIdidn’trespond.

Hecameforwardandkissedmycheek,Ismiledand

kissedhimonthelips,hebitmybottomlipbutIhad

topushhimawaysinceIwasstillchewing.

Me:I’meating!

Nkosinathi:Idon’tcare,Icaneatthatfromyou!

Iburstoutlaughing,weatefinishthenhisphone

rangaswewereabouttotakethedishestothe

kitchen.Helookedatmeandputonloudspeaker…

Nkosinathi:hello?

Liyema:Hibhuti,unjani?

Nkosinathi:I’mgoodmakoti,unjaniwena?

Liyema:Nidyaphilanam,ukweliphiicala?

HelookedatmeandIshrugged,



Nkosinathi:NdiseKapa,what’sup?

Liyema:ndisendleleniezaeKapanam,Ihavean

appointmentwiththegynaecologistonMondayso

bendizocelaufikelakwakho?

Me:kugqityiwenjeurenovate’waendlini,why

ungafikelikhona?

Liyema:Ineedaquietplace,theyarebusy

preparingforuvulaindluandkugcwelephaya.

Helookedatmeinsilence.

Liyema:okanyeubusykwakho?

Nkosinathi:yeahIam.

Liyema:oh…

Nkosinathi:whydon’tyouaskyourhusbandto

bookyouintoahotel?Closertoyourdoctor?

Shekeptquiet…



Nkosinathi:I’msorryLiyemaman,enyintonam

ndiyafikaandIreallyneedmyspacerightnow.

Liyema:haywethuakhongxaki,Iunderstand.

Nkosinathi:enkosisisi.

Liyema:Alright,sharpke.

Hehungupandlookedatme.

Ikissedhimonthelips.

Me:I’mproudofyou.

Nkosinathi:Ifeellikeshewassenttotestwaters.

Me:whateverthecasemaybe,Iamproudofyou

qha.

Hekissedmeagainandwewenttowashtheplates,

wenttobathandwenttoviewourhouses.Well,my

house.Helovedallofthem,whichwasnotwhatI



wantedfromhimbecauseIchosethethree

becauseIlovedallthree.Ineededhimtoatleast

lovetwo,soIcouldpickoneofthosetwo.Hetook

meouttolunchrightafterweviewedthehouse,we

orderedandwaitedsippingondrinks.Myphone

vibrated,amessagefromhissister.

Me:IthoughtIblockedher.

Nkosinathi:Who?

Me:Asenathi,shejusttextedme.

Nkosinathi:Uthini?

Ireadthetext:“HiCassandra,Iknowuright.I

boughtsomethingsforumntana,ndingazisa

kokwenuintwoweeks’timeorshouldIjustbring

themtoyou?I’minCapeTown.”

IlookedatNkosinathi,heshrugged.

Nkosinathi:sheboughtthingsforumntana?Isshe

okay?



Me:haha!Ishouldbeaskingyou.

Nkosinathi:Areyougonnaanswerher?

Me:nope,she’llcallmeifshe’sserious.

Helaughedandwecontinuedeating,whenwewere

doneweheadedtothebeachandstayedthereuntil

hissistercalledhim,guessitwastimefortheir

lunchdate.

Nkosinathi:hello?

Asenathi:hey,uphi?I’matyourcrib.

Nkosinathi:You’reatmycrib?Phi?NdiseKapamna.

Asenathi:Iknowyou’reinCapeTown,ndikwakho

namaph’eKapa.

Nkosinathi:Ooohokay,I’mout.

Asenathi:You’reout?Where?Itextedyouearlier

thatI’llbecomingoverforlunch.

Nkosinathi:Ihaven’tcheckedmytextsinawhile,



I’msorrymntase.Youshouldhavecalledthough.

Asenathi:mnkq,souphiandwhenareyoucoming

back?

Nkosinathi:I’moutfortherestoftheday,mightbe

homeafterdinnertime.What’sup?

Asenathi:IthoughtI’dspendthedaywithyou.

Thentheybothwentsilent…

Asenathi:Youhavebeenavoidingallofusever

sinceyousoldusyourshares,Iknowyoubelieve

youdidtherightthingbuttruthis,it’saffectingthe

entirefamilyNathi.

Nkosinathi:Ihaven’tbeenavoidingyouguys,I’ve

justbeenbusy.

Asenathi:comeon!

Nkosinathi:Ijustlandedaphaizolo,Ihavethingsto

doobviously…whenI’mdonendizoyaendlini.Ihear

umamauzovulaindlunextweek.



Asenathi:shedidn’ttellyou?

Nkosinathi:no…but,it’sokay.

Shesighed,

Nkosinathi:raincheck?

Asenathi:yeah,raincheck.

Nkosinathi:Sharpntwana.

Shedidn’trespond,hejusthungup.

Me:IknowIsaidI’mproudofyoubutIreallydon’t

likethis.

Nkosinathi:It’snotasbadasshemakesittobe.

Me:Yourmotherdidn’ttellyouuvulaindlu,it’sbad.

Nkosinathi:baby…



Ifeltreallybad,hewasdoingallofthisbecauseof

MilliandI.Defyinghisfamily,justforusandIfelt

bad.
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#Cassandra

WefinalizedintoyendlukaMilliandthenhewent

backtohisbusinesses,leavingmetocontinuewith

work.Asenathinevercalled,betshegotthegripof

whatwashappeningorshethoughtIwasjustbeing

asnob.Eitherway.

Mybrother'swifegavebirth,tripletsaspredicted

andtheyhadtostayforawhileintheECsowhen

NathicalledtoaskifwecouldgotoDurbanforthe

nextweekendIobviouslyagreed.Hehada

businessmeetingonFridayafternoonandSaturday

morningsothatmeantI'dbestuckinthehotel

roomuntilafterhismeetingswereoverthenwe'd

spendthattimeenjoyingtheDurbansuntogether.



Welandedandhefirsttookmetoushakamarine

foraboutanhour,becauseIhadbeenravingabout

it,thenwewenttoourhotelroomwherehe

freshenedupandleftforhismeeting.Igrabbedmy

phoneandcalledmymom,Imissedmyson.

Mom:Sandra,moloNtombi?

Me:makhulukaMilli,unjani?

Mom:ndiphililemntanam,unjaniwena?

Me:I'mokay,ndikhumbulauMillionqha.

Shelaughed,meltingmyhair.

Mom:uMillionuseBhayi,ndizomthathaSunday.

Me:Haibo,kantiuphiwena?

Mom:ndisazikhuphile.

Me:uzikhuphile?Uphiutatakengoku?



Mom:usaphumile,Ithinkuyothengaijuice.

Me:oh,sonihambenobabini?

Mom:Hewethusitshatilethina,yintonile

inothusayonoOnelexasizikhuphile?

OkayIlaughed

Me:Okayke,I’llcallusisiandmaybedoavideocall

ndincokolenomntanamwhileyouandyour

husbandnisidlaubutshabenu.

Shelaughedandhunguponme,butIcalled??!

Ilaughedanddialedmysister,Siki.

Siki:Aw,baby,aren’tyousupposedtobeatwork?

Me:Iknockedoffearlytodaysisi,howareyou?

Siki:Youknockedoffearly?Areyouokay?

Me:I’mokaysisi,we’renotthatbusyanyway.



Siki:Ohokay,we’regood,noMilliisagentleman.

Me:CanIvideocallyouguys?Imisshimsomuch.

Siki:Whydon’tyoucomedownthisweekend?

Me:Iwanttorestabit,wehaveahecticweeknext

week.

Siki:oohokay,he’ssleeping.I’llcallyouwhenhe’s

up.

Me:Okaysis,enkosi.

Siki:so,uphiutatakhe?

Me:Ithinkhe’sinDurbanonabusinessmeetingor

something.

Siki:Whenlastdidyouseehim?

Me:BeforehewenttoDurban.

Siki:Areya’llokay?It’sbeenawhilesincehecalled

forMilli,I’mgettingworried.

Me:HedidcometocheckonMilliwhenMilliwas

withMom,butwe’reokaywethusisi.



Shedidn’tanswerme,Iknewthere’ssomethingshe

wantedtoaskmeqhaIwasn’tgoingtoleadhertu.

Siki:Iuhm,notsureifhehastoldyoualreadybutI

noticedthathismother’shouseisonsale.

Me:Iexpectedittobe,she’sapparentlygoingtobe

livingkulenailaphaeKapa.Iyavulwa

ngokusesikweninextweek.

Siki:ohreally?

Me:Yeah,AsenathiwantedtobringMilliacoupleof

things.Ndivengaye.

Siki:Asenathiwaphi?Millikabana?

Me:exactlysisi!

Yhohaikeusisiuthukisela,Ijustlaughed.WhenI

didn’trespondtoherIwasavoidingbeing

emotionalandmaybeirrational,Iunderstoodvery

wellhowsisSikifelt.



Siki:Imeanttotalktoyouyazi…aboutNkosinathi.

Me:oh-kay.

Siki:Wheredoyouguysreallystand?

Me:Idon’tunderstandyourquestionsisi.

Siki:Webothknowhowmuchhestilllovesyou,

despiteeverythingthathashappenedinthepast.

Me:Mh.

Siki:AndIknowyou,I’veseenyouaroundhim…

Ididn’tanswer…

Siki:Ifheweretocomeback,wouldyougivehima

secondchance?

Me:Ihaven’tthoughtthatfaryazi,IthinkI’m

enjoyingumsebenzi,theindependencyand

everythingthatcomeswithit.Andnayeuyamondla

umntanakhengokufanelekileyosoakhoneedyoba

ndileqekeemvakwakhe.



Siki:That’snotwhatI’mlookingfor.

Me:Whatareyoulookingforkesisi?

Siki:Cassandra?

Isighed…

Siki:YouknowexactlywhatI’masking,look,I’mnot

sayingthrowyourselfathimevenifhedoesn’twant

you,allI’msayingisthatifthereisachance…

cingelawenanomntanakho,asingenindawothina

inasmuchasooCindyhatehisguts.

Isighedagain,onlythistimewithabitof

excitement.

Siki:youdon’thavetoanswermerightnow,just

thinkaboutit.

Me:enkosisisi,thismeansalot.

Siki:okayke,bye!



Ismiledasshehungup.

IsattherewishingIhadtoldherthatwewere

actuallytogetheralreadybutIhadpromised

NkosinathithatIwillnotinvolvemyfamily,justas

hewasn’tinvolvinghiskwirelationshipyethu.

NkosinathireturnedwhileIwasnapping,andhe

didn’twakemeup.Ionlyrealizedhe’sbackwhenI

wokeupfortheloovisit.Iwenttothetoiletand

cameback,joinedhiminbedagain.

Me:Whydidn’tyouwakemeup?

Nkosinathi:Ubulelikamnandi,andIfiguredudiniwe

somandikuyekeuphumle.

Me:thanks.

Hekissedmylips,Iblushed.

Nkosinathi:Ubutyentoni?



Me:Andikatyi,ndilindewenaubuye.

Nkosinathi:Haibobaby,kutheniuzilambisa?

Me:Bendingalambanganjetatakhe.

Nkosinathi:WhatdidyoudowhileIwasgoneke?

Like,awutyanganecomplementarycookiesezi.

Me:Icalledmom,andsisSikithenndalala.

Isaidyawning,Ididn’tunderstandthefuss

ngokutya.It’sjustfood,haibo.

Helookedatmeandthentookthehotelmenu,putit

betweenusashepulledthetelephonecloser.We

browsed,andfinallydecidedtoorder,withabottle

ofwineofcourse.Hewouldhavewantedwhiskeyor

beerbuthehadanothermeetingthefollowingday

soheoptedformywine.

Nkosinathi:Iseverythingokayathome?

Me:Yeah,IwantedtocheckonMillibutmomison

vacationwithherhusbandsoIcalledthenannyfor



theweekendusisike.

Nkosinathi:Didyougettoseehim?

Me:nah,hewassleeping.Yhoandisamkhumbuli.

Helookedatmesmiling,ourfoodcamethrough

andhetookitin.

Weatetogether,showeredtogetherandchilledin

bedtalkingaboutourfutureplans.

Nkosinathi:wewillgotoSikionSunday.

Istoppedeatingandlookedathim,hewasserious,

andbecauseIhadfoodinmymouthIcouldn’t

screamsoIjustthrewmyhandsaroundhisneck.

Hekissedmycheeklaughing,

Nkosinathi:you’reatotallydifferentpersonyazi

lately,it’slikeubuyelakulaCassandrandandiqala

udibananayeatthebeach.

Me:Nyhani?

Nkosinathi:nyhanibaby,andIwillforeverbe



gratefulthatyougaveusasecondchance.

Me:haikebaby,itwasamutualfeelingmos.

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat,butIhavetosaythank

you…andiyazingendinjaniphiifyouhadn’tagreed.

OkayIkeptquiet,hewasmakingmeemotional.He

tookasipfromhisglassandcametokissme,Ilet

himtakechargeofmyentirebody,Iwantedhimto

takecontrolofthebothofus,Iwantedeveryounce

ofhimandhecouldreadmylanguagewithoutme

havingtosayit.

“Iloveyou”,hemumbledandI’msureIresponded

tothat,evenifitwasinternally.
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Wedroveandstoppedinfrontofmyhouse,Itooka

deepbreathandopenedthedoor...



"Wait"

Hesaid,andIstoppedabruptly.

Me:what'sup?

Ginger:ifyourfolksarenotherefortheweekend,

whynotspendtheweekendwithme?

Me:you'regoingtoDurban.

Ginger:sowhat'sstoppingyoufromgoingwithme?

Ilookedathim,hewasserious.

Wow,okay.

Ginger:I'llbringyoubackSundaymorningsoyou

canstudyifyou'rewritingMonday.

Me:usure?

Ginger:youdon'ttrustme?



Me:Ido...It'sjustthat...It'ssosudden.

Ginger:welldoyouneedanhouror?

Me:nah,I'llskip.Youcango,I'llseeyouwhenyou

comeback.

Ginger:usure?

Me:yesI'msure.

Ginger:okayke,byebye.

Ikissedhiminthelipsandgotoutofhiscar,went

intotheyardandlockedthegatethenheleft.I

floppedonthecouchthinkingabouthisoffer,who

knowsmeinDurbananyway?

Iranuptomyroomandpackedaweekendbag,

andthenwaitedforhimtocallmeagain.Ifeltlike

hehadtocallmeagainandaskifIwassurena,I

knowhedidbefore,buthe'ssupposedtoaskagain.

Ididn'tevenknowwhichsideofthecountrymy



parentswerebutIdidn'treally,Iwasgoingtobein

ahotelroomtheentireweekendanywaysoI

wouldn'tbumpontoanyofthemiftheywerealsoin

Durbanforsomereason.

GingercalledandIsmiledtomyselfasIanswered

hiscall....

Me:Baby?

Ginger:Haveyoudecidedyet?

Me:I'mdonepacking,ifthat'swhatyou'reasking.

Ginger:alright,I'llbethereinthirty.

Me:sure.

AfterwehungupIcheckedifallwindowswere

closed,alldoorswerelockedandgavethedogs

enoughfoodandwaterthenIlockedupandtooka

walktothebusstop.Iimmediatelyregrettedthat,

Mabhutiwastherewithhisbabymommawaiting



forataxi.

"Molweni"

TheymumbledtheirresponsesoIjustpluggedin

myheadsetsandtextedmyboyfriendthathellfind

meatthebusstop.IwaschattingwithCassandra

onWhatsAppsoIdidn'treallypaymuchattention

tothesetwo,andthenmyrideappearedandIheard

Mabhutigoingcrazyoverthecar,welloveritsmagz.

ItstoppedinfrontofusandIleftthem,gotinthe

carandwedroveoff.Icouldonlyimaginehowhe

feltafterIleft,butIdidn'treallycare.Weleftthecar

attheairportandboarded,Isleptthroughout,I

guessIwastiredhewokemeupwhenwelanded

andwedrovetohishotelroom.Afterheputour

bagsinthecupboardhesatnexttoasleepyOnele

andkissedmycheek,causingmetosmile.

Ginger:youcanorderanythingyouwant,I'llfreshen

upandbeoutforacoupleofhours.

Me:okay.



Hegotupandwenttotheshower,IwishedIcould

joinhimbuthewouldbelatewhereverhewas

goingto.Ilaydownandclosedmyeyes,thesun

wasbeautiful,araycamethroughthenearby

windowandhitonmycalf.Iwasn'thungrysothere

wasnoneedtoorderanythingjustyet.Whenhe

wasdone,hereallyleftsoIwenttofreshenupas

wellandthenorderedsnacksandwinefromthe

hotelrestaurant.Mybigsistercalled,

Me:hellosisi?

Asanda:unjaninontombi?

Me:ndirightsisiunjaniwena?

Asanda:ndirightnam,uphi?

Me:ndisendlinisisi.

Asanda:usure?Ijustsawsomeonelikeyouin

Durban.



Myheartstopped.

ShestarteddescribingwhatIwaswearingandIfelt

likecrying,we'vebeenspottedandusisiuyandazi.

Sheknewshesawme,butIwasn'tabouttoadmit

tothatrightnowHaibo,whoamI?

Asanda:usureit'snotyou?

Me:haysisiinobakufanakwabantu,mna

ndiyaphumaendliningokundiyofundakooLisekho

siyagqibezelaubhalanextweek.

Asanda:oohokayke.

Me:ufunantoniwenaeDurban?

Asanda:ndizekwipropertyauction,ndizojikakwa

namhlanjekodwa.

Me:oohokay.Goodluckthen.

Asanda:thankyoubaby.

Wehungup.



OhIpanicked,whoelsesawus?Andwhatifusisi

didn'tbelievemeqhashejustletitslidefornow?

Afteraboutthreehours,GingercamebackandI

wasnapping.Iheardhimwhistling,intunetosome

musicthatwasplayingintheothersideoftheroom.

Isatupandstretched,thenwenttolookforhim.He

wasinanexceptionallygoodmood,therewas

alcoholinfrontofhim,scotchandaboxofcigars.

Okay,expensiveshit.Iattemptedtositnexttohim,

hepulledmetositonhislapandIsattheresulking.

"ThenapbroughtbackbabyOnele"?

"Don'tstartwithme"

Helaughed,kissingmyarm,chestandchin.

"Whyareyouinsuchagoodmood?"

"Businessmeetingwentwell,sowecelebrate.



Right?"

"Iguess...ButI'mhungry"

"There'sfoodthere"

Hepointedwithhishead,Igotupfromhimand

wenttogetthefood:wings,pizza,Kota...Hebought

food,everythingcalledfood.IjustlaughedasI

stoodtherenotknowingwhattotake.Ijustgrabbed

twokota'sandwarmedthemthenIwenttositdown

nexttohim,hepulledbackuptositonhimsowe

ateinthatawkwardposition.Heseemedfinewithit

though.Hefinishedquicker,thenwatchedme

devourmineinsilent,Iwasreallyenjoyingevery

pieceofit.

WhenIwasdone,hepouredmewineandIdowned

twoglasses,thenlaterconcentratedonthethird

one.Takingmytime.

AftersometimeIjustputtheglassdownandwe



kissed,myclothesbecameatrash-pilebehindthe

couchashestrippedmenaked,smotheringme

withkissesandmakingsurethathedoesn'tleavea

spotunkissed.

"ohBaby"

Thatwasn'tintentional,butIfoundmyselfcalling

himseductivelyasheworshippedmybody.Hegot

upfromthesofaandcarriedmetobedwherehe

kneltdownontheedgeofthebed,pulledmecloser

andopenedmylegswideasheburiedhisface

betweenthem.

Thenhekissedhiswaybacktomylipsandkeptit

thereuntilIfelthisthicknessbetweenmythighs.I

heldmybreathasheslidin,thegroundwasfertile

enough,wateredenoughImean,soitwasaneasy

entranceforhimandinthenextminute...Hestarted

pounding.



Iclutchedontohimfordearlifeashispace

fastenedandhisbreathingthickened.Heburiedhis

headinmyneckandmoanedmynamebetween

grittedteeth,hisbodytensedupforafewseconds

andthenIfelthiswarmthinside.Ireleasedhimself

inme,asusualandthenhestartedkissingmefrom

thatneck,uptomylipsbeforeflippingusoverso

thatIcouldtakecontrolandride

Ofcourse,Ineversaynotoachallenge,soItookmy

positionandgrindeduntilwebothcame.Outof

breath,Itriedtogetoffhim,andhejustpulled

towardshissoIlayonhimaswebothcalmed

downandourbreathingwentbacktonormal.

Ginger:Iloveyou.

Me:Keepshowingmethat.

Hechuckledandkissedmyforehead,notforgetting

tosmackandgrabmybehindatthesametime.
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Iwokeupwitheveryounceofmybodythrobbing

forhim,andIstartedkissinghislipswhilehewas

stillsleeping,downhisneckandontohischest.He

slightlyopenedhiseyesandthenclosedthem

again,IjustcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoinguntil

hefullywokeupandtriedtolayright,justenough

togivememoreroomandthenhemotivatedmeto

keepgoing.

Afteracoupleofminutes,heflippedussothathe

couldtakecharge.Hewasaverycontrollingman,I

couldtellbythis.Everytimewemadelove,he

wantedtobeincontrol...Tobeincharge,tolead.

AndIhadabsolutelynoproblemwiththat.Thatwas

hisroleanyway,tobetheleader.

Afterabouttworoundswecuddledinsilenceinthat

stickysituationuntilhespokeup...



Ginger:Uzandenzaibhariwena.

Me:mh,why?

Ginger:ndiyintoehleliiyozoyozomvanje.

Me:focusbaby,focus.

Helaughed,Ijustsmiledathim.Wekissed,very

passionatelyandthenIkissedhischinclosingmy

eyes.

Ginger:sulalakaloku.

Me:justafewmoreminutesplease.

Ginger:we'rehavingsupperattherestaurantke

uyazi.

Me:isthatnecessary?

Ginger:yes,youneedsomefreshair.

OhGod!



Whatifmysisterspotsusagain?Thatwasmyonly

fear,butIdidn'twannatellhimandscarehimoffso

Ijustkeptquiet.Heplayedwithmyhair,thenmy

ears,thenmycheeks,withtheotherhandrunning

throughthelengthofmybody...Nahhewasn't

beingcute,hejustwantedmetowakeup.

Ginger:Baby?

Imentallycursed,thenIopenedmyeyesand

lookedathimwithoutsayingaword.

Ginger:Isawyourbrotherin-lawtoday.

Me:whichone?

Ginger:Dakumba.

Me:Really?Ebehambanabani?

Ginger:yedwa,wewerefromdifferentmeetingsbut

inthesamebuilding.

Me:sohealsosawyou?



Ginger:wellIhopenot,Itriedmyutmostbestto

avoidhim.

Me:whywouldyoudothat?Youdoknowthatit's

highlypossiblethathesawyouqhawakwenza

muncu?

Ginger:Yes,Iknowthat.ButI'mhopinghedidn't.

Ilookedathim...

Ginger:I'mnoteveryone'sfavoritepersonkaloku

baby,webothknowthat.

Me:withgoodreason,uyekemnaloumuncu.

Hekissedmycheek,almostsuckingmyskinandI

squeaked.

Ginger:awukhomuncu,youjustlovedanger.

You’vegotadifferentkindofadrenalin.



Me:bubumuncunobo.

Ginger:wellIloveyou,regardlessofwhatpeople

maythinkofthisrelationshipIreallydoloveyou.

Ismiledtomyself,hesoundedverysincere

wheneverhesaidthatandforanyreason(callme

stupidifyoumay),butthiswasonethingIreally

wassureof:HELOVEDME.

Ginger:So,shouldwefreshenupandgohave

supper?

Me:uhmmm

Ginger:youarenotbackingoutonmekebaby,you

agreed.

Me:eshe,okay.I'llstart.

Ginger:wecanshare.

Me:no,sityouroldassdown,I'llstart.



Iliterallyrantothebathroomandlockedthedoor

beforehecouldgrabme,hefollowedandtriedthe

knob.Heknockedandknocked,callingmyname,I

justshoweredandhejustlaughedandeventually

wentbacktobed.Ishoweredquickly,making

prayersinbetweenthatnooneseesusand

recognizesme.BynooneImeanAsandaofcourse,

Ijustprayedthatshehadleftalready,andTaNko.

Ohbawothatonewouldbethedeathofme,he

wouldrunstraighttoSandraandtellhereverything.

Iwalkedoutandgotdressedwithoutmaking

conversationwithhim,hewenttoshower,cameout

whileIwasbrushingmycrustyhair.

Ginger:Babe,youneedtodoyourhair.

Me:ndizothindiyithathaphiimaliekhaya?

Ginger:KuCassandraobviously.

Me:I’llhavetobribeherk’qala.

Ginger:UtheniuMabhutiebengakubheji?



IstoppedwhateverIwasdoing,howdidheknow

Mabhuti?Idon’trecalltellinghimhisnameatall.

Ginger:What?

Me:Areyoureallystalkingme?

Ginger:Huh?

Me:Inevertoldyouhisname.

Ginger:It’scalleddoingresearch.

Me:Idon’tlikeit,it’screepy.

Hedidn’tanswer…

Me:andno,ebengandibhejingamaliyokwenza

intloko,ngumntane’skolomos.

Ginger:SobenibhejanangeeToppersneLays.



Hesaidthatwithachuckle.

Me:andeverythingelseinbetween.

HecametokissmeandIwalkedout,helaughed

andIignoredhim.

Oncehewasdonewewalkedout,hishandonmy

backasweenteredtheelevator.Iunderstoodthe

staresweweregettingfromthepeopleaswewere

ledtoourtable.He’smybrothers’ageforheaven’s

sake,peoplearegoingtostare,forwhatever

assumptionstheyhadinmindbuttheywerestill

goingtostare.

Weplacedourordersandwaitedsippingondrinks,

andmakingsmallconversation.HecouldtellIwas

uncomfortable…

Ginger:babe?

Me:Mh?



Ginger:Youwantustorathersitoutside?

Me:no,why?

Ginger:Wecanhavesupperbythepoolsideandthe

weatheriswarmenough.

Me:okay…whynot.

Hegotupandwenttothekitchen,askedourwaiter

tobringourfoodoutsidethenhecamebackand

heldmyhandaswewalkedouttothepoolside.

Me:Thankyou.

Ginger:Iguessyougonnaneedsomethickskin.

Me:yeahuhm,induetime,Ithink.

Ginger:Howaboutnow?Youdon’tknowthese

people,theydon’tknowyousogetthemoutofyour

head.Rightnow.

OkayIlaughedatthat.



Hewasright,Ijustneededtogetthemoutofmy

head,theydidn’tmatter.

Me:Iloveyou.

Helookedupandsmiledsaying“That’sthefirst

timeyou’vesaidthat,sincewestarteddating”I

laughedathim,hewassmitten,IwassmittenandI

actuallylovedthewayheprotectedme,Ilikedthe

wayhefeltlikeheshouldbemyguardianangel.

Me:Ireallydoloveyou,asdangerousasyourlife

maybe,Ifeelsafearoundyou.

Ginger:That’swhatIwant,foryoutofeelsafe

aroundme,regardlessofwhatlifeI’mliving.

Me:Iseethat.

Ginger:Sowe’redroppingthegunissue?

Me:yes.

Ginger:Thankyou.Ireallydon’twantyouinthat.



Ourfoodcameandweindulged,afterthatwewent

backtoourroom.AsweheadedfortheelevatorI

felteyesonmyback,andthenmyphonerang,well

vibrated.Iignoredit,whoeverwaslookingatme

wasobviouslycallingmerightnowtoprovethat

ubonamna.Iignoreduntilwereachedourfloor,

reachedourroomandthen,onlythendidItakeout

myphonefrommypocket.
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Withourdoorlockedandmyheartracing,Isat

downtryingmybesttoappearcalmbutIwas

failing.Myphonerangagainandmyheartsank,

Me:hellomama?

Mom:Hewethu,kuninindikufounela.

Me:iphoneyamikusilentkalokumama

siyafunda,Uxolosthandwa.

Mom:oohokay,bendikukrobanjebausahleli

kakuhlemntanam



Me:ndisahlelikakuhlemama,akhonto.

Mom:uMas'thathuuthiebelaphophezolo

wakhwazawancama,Kwabekumnyamaasif

akhomntu.

Ohcrap ♀ Ihadtothinkonmytoeskengoku.

Me:ndimvilewethumamaqhaIdidn'thavethe

energy,andwenamhlobakheubungekho.

Shelaughed.

Mom:oohokay,xaubuyileekufundenikeplease

takethebigthreeleggedpottoheruzoyisebenzisa

ngomsolate.

Me:ndizayisangomsolatemama.

Mom:kantiuzobuyawhattimenamhlanje?

Me:mamauyamqondaphofuumam'Masthathuba



uzobeendehlisaendenyusandidiniwemna?Ha.a

sana,ndizayisangomsoafterchurch.

Churchyaphi?

ChurchyantonindiseDurban?

Mom:okaykesisi,don'tforgettocloseallwindows.

Me:alrightke,enjoyyourvac.

Mom:weare,thankyou.

Thenshehungup,stilllaughing.

Ithrewmyweightbackwards,landingwithathud

onthecovers.

Ginger:what'sup?

Me:mh?

Ginger:youlookanxious.Youdidn'tenjoydinner?



Me:Idid...Ijustspoketomom,herfriendtoldher

ingathiandikhosendlini.Shewastherelastnight.

Henod,notaskinganythingfurther.Helayonhis

backnexttome

Ginger:Haveyoucheckedyourapplicationsyet?

Responses?

Me:didn'tItellyou?NdithathiweeNMU,CPUTnase

Wits.Ijusthavetomakeachoicekengokuasto

whichvarsityIchoose.

Ginger:ifyoutakeCPUTuzorenta?

Me:ubhutiwillneverallowmethat,especiallywith

Cassthatsideandshe'sgotacar.Bazofuna

ndihlalenabo.

Ginger:sameasWitsandNMU.Youhavefamily

theretoo.

Inod...



Me:But,IcouldconvincethemwithWits,usisilives

quitefarfromvarsityandIcan'ttaketaxisoko.SoI

mightjustcrackthecodethere.

Henod.

Me:don'tlooksogloomynow,I'msuresomething

willworkoutjustfine.

Ginger:I'msuretoo...Justthat,Idon'tenjoylohide-

and-seeksimenzayo.Thisthing...ThatIcan'teven

holdyourhandinpublic,Ihatethat.

Me:wellmaybeweshouldjustcomeoutkeandtell

myfamily.

Ginger:bandicubhebandibulalesixoxeleyoke?

Me:bakubulalendiphindendikuthathephikemnake?

Helookedatme,smiling.Cameforthandkissedmy

lipsthenwipedsomethingoffmycheek.



Ginger:asozendifebaby.

Me:yousoundsosure.

Ginger:iftheykillme,they'llhavetokillTaSthera

aswell,whichtheywon't.He'stheirnephewsfather,

theyobviouslydon'twanthisbloodontheirhands

qhaintoabazomenzayonaistotorturehimand

makehislifedifficultuntilhegivesin.

Me:andIsupposeya'llhaveacounterplanforthat?

Hedidn'tanswerme...Yep,theydid.Hejustwasn't

gonnatellme.Ismiledasitdawnedonmethathe

couldreallybeusingme,orevenifhewasn'tusing

me,hestilldidn'twantmetoknowtoomuchorget

familiarwithhislifestyle.

Ginger:whatchusmilingat?

Me:you.



Helaughed,hehadbeautifulteethbutIcouldn'ttell

himthat,he'dthinkI'mweird.Ifeltweird,realizing

thatIwasfallinginlovewithhim,andreallystarting

toseemorebeautifulpiecesofhimaswegot

closeremotionally.

Me:whattimeareweleavingtomorrow?

Ginger:youcan'twaittogetoutofmysightsosoon?

Me:youdon'treallywantananswerforthat.

Helookedatmeasthoughhewassearchingforan

answerinmyeyes.

Ginger:we'recheckingoutbefore6am.

Me:meaningweshouldgetinbedrightnow,kusa

msinya.

Ginger:yeah...Butbeforethat,Ihavetodoalil

somethingrealquick.Ndizobuyasoonkodwa.

Me:howlongwillyoubegone?



Ginger:anhourmax.

Me:mh.

Igotupandchangedintopj's,hegotupand

changedintosomedarkbrownish,armykind-of

clothes.Theylookeddangerous,ifeverclothes

couldlookdangerousinanygivencircumstance.I

watchedhimuntilhewasdone,hegrabbedabagin

hisclosetandcametokissme.Wekissedfora

minuteandthenhewalkedout,Iclosedmyeyes

anddidaninternalprayer.Iwassuddenlyscared,I

don'tknowscaredofwhatbutIwasscared.I

decidedtocallCass,it'sbeenawhile.

Cass:makazikaMilli?Unjanimntase?

Me:arghI'mnotsure.Butyousoundexcited,what's

up?

Cass:I'mhappy,what'supwithyou?

Ikeptquiet...Whatwasupwithme,nyhani?



Cass:Onele?

Me:Mntase...Ithinkndiyagowawethu.

Cass:reason?

Isighed...

Cass:Themannottreatingyouwell?Or,youwent

backtoMabhuti?

Me:Ididn't,yhuI'dneverkaloku.

Shelaughed

Me:mntasecanItellyousomething?Pleaseke,it

remainsbetweenus?

Cass:okay,sure.



Itookadeepbreath...

Cass:Yeyinkululento.

Me:mynewboyfriendisquiteolderthanme.

Cass:Nkosinathiisalsoolderthanme.

Me:Areya'llbacktogether?

Cass:no,I'mjustmakinganexample.OrmaybeI

shouldhavesaidutatakaMilliwasalsoolderthan

me?

Ichuckled.

Thatseemedlikeaslipoftongue.

Me:yes,waswouldbetheperfecttense.But

anyway,Ithinkeyenuintowasjusttenyears,right?

Cass:kantihowoldisyourboyfriend?

Me:pleasedon'tbedramaticke...

Shelaughed



Me:yintangakaTaSteve.

Cass:sozeOnele!

Me:Ijustaskedyoutonotbedramatic,justnow.

Cass:Onele!UTaSteveUyamaziunangaphi?At

leastLionelke,butUStevebra?

Iswallowedandjustwaitedforher,shekeptquiet.

Thinking.Maybe.

Me:Ilovehimandhetreatsmegood.

Cass:areyousafe?

Me:I'montheneedle.

Cass:soyoudon'tusecondoms?

Me:Hedoesn'tlikethem.

Cass:didya'llevergofortests?STI,HIV,andevery

othersexuallytransmittedinfections?

Ikeptquiet...Wehaven't.



Whydidn'tIeventhinkofthat.

Cass:youhaven't.I'mnotsurehowlongyou've

haveintercoursewithhim,butpleasedomeafavor

andgogettested.Please.

Me:okaymntase,thankyoufornotjudgingme.

Cass:I'minnopositiontojudgeanyone,Ihavemy

ownmesstodealwithbaby.

Ibreathed.

Me:SowhenarewegoingtoMilli,I'mdonewithmy

exams?

Cass:I'llbeclosingemsebenzinionthe10thof

December,thenI'llcomehomecompletely.

Me:MilliisinPE.

Cass:Iknowthat,I'llfetchhimthenwe'llcome

home.



Me:mmh,okay.BeforeIgo...

Cass:yeah?

Me:canyoustuntforme?

Cass:forwhat?

Me:Ithinkndizophiwaimaliaphatodomyhair,he

wascomplainingaboutitearlier.Ijustneedyouto

tellmomxaebuzabandiyiphiwenguwe.

Cass:okay,noproblem.

Me:ohwow,youdon'twantabribe?

Shelaughed,Ijoinedher.

Cass:noIdon't,fornow.

Me:mnkq!Okayenkosikemntase.

Cass:you'rewelcome.Goodnightbaby.

Me:goodnightsthandwasam.

Wehungup.
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WhenIwokeup,lateroninthenighthewasn’tthere,

Iwastemptedtocallhimandaskwherehewasbut

whenIwentontoWhatsAppCassandrawasonline

soIcalledherandsheansweredasimmediately.

Sandra:Iwonderkutheniungalelanga?

Me:Ndiyoyika.

Sandra:woyikantoni?

Me:iingcuka.

Sandra:Ziphi?

Me:Naaziya!

Andwebothburstoutlaughing.

Me:I’mbored,andalilbithungrybutIdon’twanna

gotothekitchen.



Sandra:fromourconversationearlierIthoughtyou

wereatbaecation?

Me:Iam,he’snotaround.

Sandra:It’spastmidnightOnele.

Me:Iknow.

Sandra:thenhowcomehe'snotaround?

Me:he'sprobablyworkingorsomething.

Sandra:whatkindofworkdoesthisboyfriendof

yoursdothatkeepshimpastmidnight?

Isighed,Ihatedthissecrecything,yesIknewthat

eveniftheyacceptedtherelationship,(whichthey

wouldn't),thefactthatGingerwassomesortofa

gangsterorthugorwhateverhewas,thatwouldbe

thelaststraw.

Sandra:Onele,areyousureyou’resafewherever

youare?

Me:I’msafemntase,don’tworryaboutme.



Sandra:okay,thenwhatdoeshedo?

Me:Ican’ttellyouthat.

Sandra:youcan’ttellmethat?Whoah,that’safirst.

Isighedagain…IcursedundermybreathasI

realizedthatIshouldn’thavecalledherinthefirst

place.

Me:Mntase,weuhm,himandI,wehavedecidedto

keeptherelationshiptoourselvesfornow.Itsbest

thisway.

Sandra:it’sbestthisway?Why?Bestforwho?

Me:BecauseSandra….Wewantitthisway,bothof

us.

Sandra:Soyou’rekeepingsecretsfromnow?

Me:It’snotlikeyou’vebeentotallyhonestwithme

nawengoTakaMilli,comeon.

Sandra:What?



Me:youhadaslipofthetongueearlier,Iknowya’ll

backtogetherandyouhaven’treallytoldme.So

you’realsokeepingsecrets.

Sandra:ohwow!

Me:ndiyaxokake?

Sandra:Evenifwewerebacktogether,whywould

youcomparethetwo?YouknowNkosinathi,you’re

familiarwithhim,thewholefamilyknowshim.

Me:Butstill…

Sandra:andIdon’tunderstandyoubecauseyou’ve

beenpushingmetohim,you’vebeenmotivatingthe

wholeideaofusgettingbacktogether.

Me:butyouneverrevertedbacktometoinformme

ofthefinaldecision,notthatImindbut...

Sandra:OkayOneletellmethis:hoknowsle

boyfriendyakho?Whohasseenhim?Howdowe

knowyou’resafewithhim?Howdoweknowyou’re

notinanydanger?

Me:I’msafewithhim,he’dneverendangermylife.

Sandra:Onelerememberthatsagaeyenziwangoo



TaSthera?Wedon’twantarepetitionofthat.

Hopefullythissecrecyofyourswon’tleadusto

somethinglikethat.

Me:Whydoyouhavetobesonegativethough?

Shesighed…

Sandra:youknowwhat,nevermind,goodnight.

Me:mntase…

Sandra:noit’sfinewethuOnele,you’reeighteen,

awungumntana.Iwon’tlie,thismakesme

uncomfortablebutyouknowwhatyou'redoingsoI

won'tgetmyselfworkedupoveryoundixekeke

zezamizinto.

Me:Suthethanjalokalokumntase,Istillneedyouin

mycorner…

Sandra:IaminyourcornerOnelebutyouhaveto

trustme,youhavetotellmeeverything.Wellmaybe

noteverything,butIneedtoknowtheimportantbits

sothatwhenthiswholethingbackfires,atleastIwill



knowhowtoprotectyou.

Me:Iknow…andIwilltellyouinduetime.Please

givemesometime.

Shedidn’tanswerme,

Me:Ndiyakucelatorho,IpromiseIwilltellyou

everythingwhenI’mreadyto.Whenwe’rereadyto.

Sandra:okay.

Me:Iloveyou.

Sandra:andIloveyou…nowplease,goodnight.

Yho!

IlaughedasIsaidgoodnightandshehungup.

Justaswehungup,Gingerwalkedinlookingtired.

Hisshirtrippedontheshoulder,andhehada

bandageon,aroundhisshoulder.



Ginger:Hey,you’restillup?

Me:hey.

IgotoutofbedbecauseIwasnowreallyhungry.

HekissedthesideofmyheadasIwalkedpasthim

tofindfood,hewenttoshower.Ifoundsnacks,

warmedonesliceofpizzathatwasalreadyinthe

microwaveandthenstartednibblingwhilewaiting

forthecoffeewatertoboil.WhenIwasdoneeating

thatpizzaIgrabbedmycoffeewithcookiesand

wenttowaitinbed.Ididn’tknowwhattomakeoff

Ginger’sshoulderbandageIdecidedIwon’task

questions,he’lltellmeifhewantsto.Hecameto

bedasIswitchedthelightoffmysidelamp.

Ginger:baby?



Iignoredhim,hegotintohispj'sandjoinedmein

bed.IhadmybacktowardshimwhileIfacedthe

wall.HehuggedmeandIjusttriedmyutmostbest

tofallasleep,buttherewasalotinmymindI

couldn'treallyfallasleepasimmediateasIwould

haveliked.

Ginger:Baby?

Me:hm?

Ginger:Uqumbelentoni?

Me:andiqumbanga.

Ginger:qhautheni?

Ididn'tanswerhim

Ginger:Ulambilebaby?

Me:dudeplease.

Ginger:okaywhathaveIdoneke?Cozuqumbile.



Me:andiqumbangabo,Ijustwannasleep,isthat

toomuchtoaskfor?

Ginger:sizolalanjaniuqumbile?

Me:Canwepleasesleep?Please?

Ginger:Okaylet'ssleepkaloku,butwenauqumbile

nje.

Ihuffedashetriedtokissmycheekandaftersome

time.Ireallyfellasleep.

WhenIwokeupinthemorningIcheckedmy

messagesandthefirstmessageIreceivedwas

fromLionel:

“I’mnotsurewhatyou’redoing,Idon’tthinkIwant

toknowwhatitisthatyou’redoingbuttrustmeit

won’tendwell.Ndithulendikubukele,ungacimba

uyasibhanxasonkekodwakemnaandimuncwanga,

whenthiswholeshityou’redoingblowsupinyour

facedon’tcomebackcryingtome.”



Ireadthattwotimesandmyheartstartedbeating

fast.

Thentherewasasecondone…

“Youbetterbehomebylunchtime”

Ohfuck!

Ijumpedoutofbedandwenttobath,hewas

obviouslyathome.Maybethefolkstoldhimtogo

andcheckuponmeintheabsencewafika

ndingekho…

Me:Ihopehedidn’ttrackmedown.OhshitI’m

dead!

GingerwasstillfastasleepasIstartedgetting

dressed,mypalmsweresweating.Akukudee

DurbanBawo!
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#Cassandra

IhonestlyfeltlikeIwasveryfortunatetohave

Nkosinathi,amanwhoworshippedthegroundI

walkedonyetIcouldn'thelpbutfeelliketherewas

justsomethingbadthatwasgoingtohappen.Ilay

thereinsilencetryingtomakesensetoeverythingI

wasfeeling,andIcouldn'treallytellhimbecauseI

didn'tknowhowtoputitintowords.I'mnoprophet,

I'mnopsychicbutIwassurelyfeelingsomething.

Hehadbeengonethewholeday,business

meetingsalloverandIwasokaywiththat.That’s

whywecamehere,forhismeetings.Hewasoutof

theshower,dressedinshortsandavest.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Ilookedathim



Nkosinathi:Areyouokay?

Me:yeah...Just...Anxious,Ithink.

Nkosinathi:ofwhat?

Me:Idon'tknow.ButIfeelananxietyattack

creepingin,maybeI’mjusttired.

Nkosinathi:didyoubringyourmeds?

Me:ohyes...Khamendiselewonamaybendizoba

right.

Ihadforgottenmyanti-depressants,don'taskme

howthey'llhelpwithanxietybutIdrankthemand

heopenedhisarmstowelcomemeintoawarm

embraceaswelaytogether.

Me:it'syourbirthdayverysoon,whatareyou

planningtodo?

Nkosinathi:Andiyaziyazibaby.

Me:Oh...Whatdoyounormallydo?



Nkosinathi:spenditwiththefamily.

Me:youcanstilldothat.

Nkosinathi:I'dliketo,qhaumamauzabeendifunau

MilliisidalaandI'mtired.Theyknowwhatneedsto

happenandI'mnotgoingtodoitforthem.

Mabaphakamebonabayocelauxolokokwenu

njengobanamndaziphakamela.

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Nkosinathi:Shecalledmelastnight,aftermy

meeting.

Me:yourmom?

Nkosinathi:yep,undixelelangomziawuvulayo.

Me:finally.You'regoing,right?

Nkosinathi:ToldherI'mbusybutI'llsend

something.



Isatupandlookedathim,hesatuptoo.

Me:Ndcelauyetorho.

Nkosinathi:why?Iftheywantedmetherethey

wouldhavetoldmeearlier,liketherestofthe

people.

Me:Shetoldyou,eventually.Ndcelauye.

Hedidn'tanswerme.

Me:Iloveyou,andIlovehowyou'reputtingmeand

yoursonfirstineverythingyoudo,everydecision

youtake.

Nkosinathi:Isensea“but”.

Me:but,yourmotherisstillyourmother.She

alreadyhastolivewiththefactthatshecannotsee

hergrandson,youcan'taddtothatbypullingback

asherson.AtleastxandingamnikiyouMilliwena

yiyakuyeandtalktoher,callher,takeherout...



Ezantoubukadeuzenzabeforeyonkelento.

Hedidn'tanswerme...

Me:Iknowshelovesyou,Iknowyoulovehertoo.

Ndiyakucelamntuwam,forgiveherandmost

importantly,don'tpunishherforyourdad'sdoings.

Nkosinathi:she'stheonewhoofferedyoumoney

forabortion,notmydad.

Me:Iknowthat,butwhatifshewascorneredinto

doingso?Ukhonawenaumamaomaziyo

onokwenzalonto?Ngomzukulwanawakhe?

Hesighed.

Nkosinathi:Okayndiyakuva.

Me:callher,mxeleleyou'llbethereumbuzeushota

ngantoni,ngokuuyaziyobaabashotingantobut

ask,itwillmeanalottoher.



Hegrabbedhisphoneanddialedher,hisotherhand

pulledmeclosertohim.Imovedcloseandlaymy

headonhischestlisteningtotheirconversation.

Mam’Dakumba:Nathi,hellobhuti?

Nkosinathi:Khehlakazi,unjani?

Shelaughedatthat,Ifeltthat.

Mam'Dakumba:ndiyaphilamntanam,ndidiniweqha.

Unjaniwena?

Nkosinathi:hayndirightMagogo,howfararethe

preps?

Mam'Dakumba:we'realmostdonewitheverything,

kushotakugqitywethetwobackroomsattheback

thenwe'regoodtogo.

Nkosinathi:oookay,haikekuhle.Ndizofikake

Monday,bendifunauqondabaushotangantoni?



Mam'Dakumba:uzakuvulolwendlu?

Nkosinathi:Ewenozala.

Mam'Dakumba:Yhobendisithiawuzimntanam.

Andisavuyi...Hayasishotingantondoda,yonkinto

uyenzileutatakhonomkhuluwawakho.

Nkosinathi:ohhaike,masibonaneMonday.

Mam’Dakumba:kodwakeungandiphathelainto

emnandiwethu.

Helaughedandpromisedtodoso.

Mam'Dakumba:okaykemntanam...Hewethu,

ugqibeleniniuyobonaumntana?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Nkosinathi:bendisandombonamama,uyakhula

noko.



Mam'Dakumba:Yho,andisambaweliukumbona.

Ndcelawethuxausizauceleumamakheakwenzele

ivideonobandimbonekuyo.

Nkosinathi:Yho.

Mam'Dakumba:awuzotshokalokubaifunwandim,

ndiyakucelawethundoda.

Hekeptquietforasecond...Ifeltherpainyazi,this

wassad.InasmuchasIhatedhisfamilyhutmy

heartwentoutforhismothermvanje.

Nkosinathi:okaynozalandizokuzamela.

Mam'Dakumba:enkosimntanam,enkosikakhulu.

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesandthenhehungup.

Nkosinathi:she'shappy.

Me:youmadeherhappy.



Nkosinathi:seewhyIdidn'twannatalktoher?

Me:Milliisstillhergrandsonbaby,wecan'trun

awayfromthat.Qhakemntakabawouyasaziisono

sakhe.

Heputhisphonebackdownandliftedmychinfora

kiss.Wekissed,andgotdisturbedbyhisphone

Nkosinathi:Magogo?

Mam'Dakumba:Ndifunanjeukuthienkosimntanam

ngokufouna.

Nkosinathi:akhongxakimamzo.

Mam'Dakumba:okaykendoda.

Andthatwasit.

Nkosinathi:you'regoingtobeagreatwifeoneday.

Me:andyou'llbeagreathusbandIbelieve,butfirst,



Netflix.

Nkosinathi:youwannawatchTVndikhona?

Me:I’llwatchwithyou.

Nkosinathi:Idon’twannawatchanything.

Me:thenwatchmeke.

Helaughed,Ipushedhimoverandhealmostfell.

HewenttoputontheTVandcamebacktobed.

Me:youneedtohitthegymagain.

Nkosinathi:huh?

Me:yourmusclesareabitpulpbhuti.

Helookedathisbicepsandlaughed,

Nkosinathi:okaysisi.IwillrevisitthegymonceIam

stableinCapeTown.



Me:haibo,uzohlalafulltimeeKapangoku?

Nkosinathi:Whydoyousoundsurprised?

Me:BecausethisisthefirsttimeI’mhearingofthis.

Nkosinathi:Ihaven’tdecidedyet,I’mjust

considering.

Me:Whykaloku?

Nkosinathi:Iwanttobeclosetoyouguys,should

youdecidetolivewithUkhonaanytimeinthefuture.

Me:Okay…

Nkosinathi:You’renothappy.

Me:Ijustdon’twantyoutothinksithengeindlu

yohlalisana.

Nkosinathi:ndinendluyamsisi.

Me:haha!Okay.

Ichoseaseriesforustowatch,hebroughtin

snacks,andthenwecuddledwarmlywatching.He

wasn’treallywatching,butbecauseIwantedto



watch,heobliged.
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Iwokehimup,heopenedhiseyesandjustlooked

atme.

Iavoidedlookingathisbandagedshoulderbecause

thatwouldprobemetoaskquestions.

Me:weneedtogetgoing.

Ginger:haveyoueaten?

Me:Haveyouseenthetime?

Ginger:souzohambaulambile?

Me:I’lleatathomebro,please,vuka.

Heclosedhiseyes,Ihuffedandstartedpackingmy

bags,ifubhutiuthebylunchtimethenhemeantby

lunchtime.Notdinnertime.Gingerwokeup,

showeredandcamelookingforme,Iwasbusy



combingtheheavensoutofmyhairindistress.

Ginger:what’sgoingon?

Me:It’spastthetimeyousaidwewouldbegoing

homeat.

Ginger:it’sjust30minutespast.

Me:so?

Hedidn’tanswerme,Istoppedandlookedathim,

heturnedbacktogoandgetdressed.

Whenhewasdonewelefttheroom,drovetothe

airportandboarded.Iwaspanicky,theentireflight

andhejustletmebe.Iactuallywouldhaveloved

forhimtoaskwhatwasgoingonwithmymoodor

something,youknow?Forhimtoshowsome

interestandthathecares,buthedidn’t.Hejust

busiedhimselfuntilwelanded.Iwentformybag,

hewentforhisandwewalkedforafewminutes

beforehespokeup,



Ginger:Okaywhat’sreallygoingon?

Me:Where?

Ginger:Withyou?Okoubugrumpy.

Me:Ijustwannagohome.

Ginger:Canyouslowdownabit?

Isloweddownandbreathed,itwasstilldark

outsideandIwashungry,andcoldbutallofthat

wassubduedbythefactthatIhavemybrother

waitingformeathomeandIdidn’tevenknowwhat

elsewasawaitingmethere,whatiftherentswere

back?AndIhadliedtothemndathiI’mhome.He

caughtupwithme,grabbedmyhandandwe

walkedtowardssomewaitingcar,wegotinandthe

drivertookustohishotelroom.Istayedbehindas

hegotoutwithhisbags,

Ginger:Onele?

Me:I’mgoinghome.

Ginger:Ifufikeiiparentszakhozikhonauzothi

uvelaphithistime?Isitevensafetobedriving



aroundthehoodngelixesha?

Ididn’tanswerhim.

Ginger:Suityourself,youknowmyroomnumber.

Hewalkedaway,thedriverfixedhisrearviewmirror

andlookedatme,afterafewminutesIsighedand

gotoutofthecartofollowGingerwhohadalready

disappearedintothehotel.Igottohisroomashe

puthisluggageinthewardrobe,Iputmybaginthe

loungingarearandwenttothebathroom.WhenI

emergedfromthat,hewasalreadyinbed,covers

overhishead.Iremovedmyshoesandjoinedhim

insilence,myfacedirectlyfacinghischestandhis

headabovemyhead.

Ginger:Baby?

Me:Mh?

Ginger:utheni?



Me:IthinkmybrothersawusinDurban.

Ginger:Whichone?

Me:Lionel.

Ginger:and?

Me:Hesaidhewantsmehomebylunchtime.

Ginger:kengokuyintoniequmbisayokodwaubuhleli

uzobahomebylunchtimeanyway?

Ididn’tanswerhim.

Ginger:OneleMzayi?

Me:Bongani?

Ginger:youneedtolearntocommunicatewithme

properly,Iloveyou,Ireallydobutawuzondigezela

ngo3inthemorninginsteadoftellingmewhat’s

reallygoingon.Learntotalktome.

Isulked.



Ginger:Okay?

Me:hm.

Ginger:restabit,I’llcallyouacabaround10am,

afterutyile.

Me:hm.

Iclosedmyeyesandtearscameoutatthecorners,

whywashebeingcold?Iwaslegitscaredofmy

brother,whycouldn’theunderstandthat?Mxm.

Eveninmebeingupset,Istillfoundwarmthinhis

scent.Hemadeitworsewhenhepulledmeclose

andenclosedmeunderhisstrongarm,Imelted.

Whydidhedothat?Howdidhedothattome?He

kissedmyforeheadandsaid“Iloveyou”butIdidn’t

respond.

LUNCHTIME



Ihavebeenathomeforthepastthreehoursand

mybrotherwasnowheretobefound,Iwastempted

tocallhimbutthenIdecidednotto.Insteadof

seeinghiscardrivein,Isawtheparents’carandI

smiledtomyself.

Iwentouttohelpthemwiththeirluggage,mom

wasmorerefreshedthandad,maybeit’sbecause

shewasn’tdriving.Helookedfamished.

Mom:Awumhle,kutheniumhlekangakaxasingekho?

Me:freedommamakhe,freedom!

Webothlaughedaswefollowedeachotherinside.

Dadwentstraighttohisroom,Imadeteaformom

andlistenedtohertellingmeabouttheirweekend

thenafterafewminutesItookthethree-leggedpot

overtoherfriend’shouse.OnmywaybackI

bumpedontoMabhuti,andhewalkedmehome



Mabhuti:NdisakuthandayaziOnele,Iknowndenza

impazamongalawaybutndisakuthanda.

Me:Uyazincedamntasekhaya.

Mabhuti:Iknowyoumovedon…

Me:whichmakesmewonderufunantonikum

kengoku.

Mabhuti:Ndifunawena.

Me:Ndidluleaphomnangoku,like,ndigqithile

mfethu.

Mabhuti:Mdalakuwelabra,uzolimalaOnele.

Me:andthatconcernsyouhow?

Mabhuti:becauseIknowyouwenttohimngenxa

yam,andIwanttoapologizeforthat.Iamsorry.

OkayIlaughed.

Me:uthininawena?

Mabhuti:hadIgivenyouattention,thewayyou



deserveitI’mquitesureyouwouldn’thavefallenfor

him.Andwebothknowkudangerousnjanitodate

oldermen,phumaphaOnelewhileyoustillcan.

Me:AndizokhutshwanguweMabhutiendodeni

endingakhangendifakwenguwekuyo.WandinikaI

attentionawaandinika,allofthatisinthepast.

Mabhuti:ufunandithinikeOnele?

Me:Ndifunaundiyeke.Andwhatyoucando,

ambokitsa,umntanauzofunaamabisinama

nap’keniverysoonandyoucan’tpossiblyexpect

yourmothertofeedyouandyourchildatthesame

time.

Ilefthimandwalkedfaster,andiyondawoyogezela

mna.
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WhenIgothome,thereweretwoextracars.

Myheartstartedbeatingsofast,Isloweddownand



triedcalmingmynervesdown.BeforeIknewit,

Steve’skidsranoutofthehouse,playingand

laughing.Iknewthatmomentthattheywerehome,

bothmybrotherswerehomewiththeirwives.I

walkedintotheyard,tryingmybesttoseemcalm

andexitedasthekidsranovertowardsmeforhugs

andkissesthentheydraggedmeinside.

Me:Molweni!

IsaidexcitedlyasIwalkedoverumamawhowas

carryingoneofthetriplets.Ikissedsisionthe

cheekandtookonechildandplayedwithhim.

Me:baphioobhuuti?

Sisi:Baseutataesibhedlele.

Me:haibo,utata?Utheni?

Mom:He’snotfeelingwell.

Me:andwenaulapha?Njanimama?

Mom:relaxwethuOnele,I’mmoreneededherethan



atthehospital.

Ha.asomethingwasn’tmakingsensehere.Iputthe

childdownandwenttomyroom,Ilockedthedoor

andcalleddad.

Dad:Nontombi?

Me:haikeuphi?

Dad:ndiyekwaGqirhamanandizivaright.

Me:unantonitata?Uburightmosngok-ngoku.

Dad:Ithinkyipressure…don’tworryaboutit,I’m

withyourbrothers.

Me:NikomphiuGqirhandizenam?

Dad:Ohmntanam,akhoneedyalonto.Ndiright

nyhani.

Me:Okaytatandiyakuva,butnikomphiuGqirha?

Helaughedandtoldme,Iworeajacketandwalked



out.

Me:ndiyabuya.

Sisi:hayuyaphiufika?

Mom:ulandelauyise,myeke!

Ilaughedandreallyleftthem,we’reallalike.From

theoldestsibling,rightthroughtome.Iknewthat

it’spossiblemybrothersforceddadtogotothe

doctor,he’snotasicklypersonsowhensomething

isoffabouthim,wealljump.IcalledCassasIgot

intoataxiandshedidn’tanswer,Itriedthreemore

timesandgaveup,calledheragainasIwalkedinto

thehospitalandherboyfriendanswered…

“Cass’sphonehello?”

Iclearedmythroat.

Iwasrightabouthernottellingusthatshe’sback

withhim,IfeltbetrayedyetIwasexcitedthatshe



finallygavehimasecondchance.

Me:TaNko,uright?

TakaMilli:Ndirightmfethu,unjaniwena?

Me:I’mokay,uphilosisi?

TakaMilli:Usatshintshaumntana,I’llaskhertocall

youback.

Me:haibo,uMilliukuni?Ukuye?

TakaMilli:Ha.awecametoseehim,aphaeBhayi.

Me:OoohOkay…sonidenagrand?

TakaMilli:hahaIwish,youknowyoursister.Ihad

tobribehertoaccompanymenangoku.

Me:Butusamcengamosnawe?Like,Idon’twanna

havehighhopesaphagqibauthigqinomnye

umlungu.

Helaughed.



TakaMilli:NdisacengaOnele,qhaakukholula

ukucengaanindependentwomanwhocannotbe

boughtngegifts.

Me:Ohbawo!Youpickedthewrongoneshem,I

feelforyou.

TakaMilli:Andingomntuuncamayokekodwa,in

duetimeeverythingwillfallintoplace.

Me:Youhavepatiencekewenabra,didyouguysfly

intogether?

TakaMilli:yeah,IwantedtocomeonFridaywathi

udiniweandyouknowIcan’treallycomealone

ndifikekukhouCindy.AtleastifIknewkukhouSiki

ngendizizelendedwa.

Ilaughedathim,IknowsisCindy!

Me:Iknowwhatyoumean,pleaseaskhertocall

meback.

TakaMilli:Willdothat.



WehungupandItexteddaduntilIgottowherehe

waswithhistwosons.Igreetedthemandwentto

sitwithdad,hehadapatchonhisforearmandI

nudgedhimontheribswahleka.Wespokeasif

abekhoabanyeuntilthedoctorcameinsoIhadto

getoffthebedandmakespaceforthedoctortodo

hiswork.

Steve:Awusemhlemfondini,cabakumnandikwa

grade12?

Me:kumnandiuyazibaandiphindindinxibeuniform

kantibhuti,otherwiseakhontoimnanditukwa

grade12.

Welaughedaboutit.

Steve:Wherewereyouthispastweekend?

Me:andivabhuti?



Steve:ubuphikuleweekendidlulileyo?

Inowhadtodecidewhethertolieorbehonest.I

clearedmythroatandansweredhimwithasmile

andalmostalaugh.

Me:bendizikhuphilebhuti.

Steve:Ubuzikhuphile?Wayaphi?

Me:haikebhutikhaw’yeke!

Helaughedshakinghishead.

Steve:HehMfondini,unendodangoku?

Me:haibobhuti!Duringthepeople?

Helaughedsohard,whilehisbrotherjustkepta

seriousface.Hewasmakingmehellanervous.I

actuallywantedhimtosaysomething,anything.



AndjustastaStevewasabouttosaysomething,

myphonerangandLionelliftedhiseyesandlooked

atme.

Me:Sandra?

Sandra:heybabe,youcalled?

Me:yeah…wantedtotellyouthatyourdadisin

hospital.

Sandra:Iknow,uthihisbloodpressureishigh.

Me:oh,hetoldyou?

Sandra:bhut’LioneltoldmesoIcalledutataandwe

spoke,hedoesn’tsoundtooserious.

Me:Naahhe’snot,Iwasjustshockedwethu.

Shelaughed.

Me:nijikanini?

Sandra:kwanamhlanjemntase,Ihavework



tomorrow.

Me:Mmmh,semandi.

Sandra:Haha!Kumnandinyhanikumtshanakho,

okoethencakutatakheingathiakandazimna.

Ilaughedatherjealoustone.

Me:yeahwhatever,byebyefuthi.

Sandra:Sharp.

Wehungup.

Theycalledheranddidn’tcallme?Wowthese

people.

Thedoctorwasdoneanddadwasgettingdressed.

Me:you’redone?

Dad:Yesma’am,ItoldyouI’mfine.



Ijustsmiledathim.

Lionel:uzengantoni?

Me:ngetaxibhuti.

Lionel:Mmmh…masambeni.

Sana,themanwasgrumpynje.

Iwalkedwithdad,toavoidhavingachance

yothethanobhutiandibuzeabouttheweekend.I

alreadyknewtheywereawareofmywhereabouts,

butIcouldn’tstandbeingaskedaboutthatinfront

ofdad.
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WegothomeandIwasaskedtocook,whichwasa

greatthingatleastIdidn’thavetositacrossubhuti

andhisseriousface.MyboyfriendcalledwhileI

wasbusythere,Iloweredthestovesandwenttosit

outside.



Me:hello?

Ginger:Hey,everythingokay?

Me:yeah…wejustreturnedfromthehospital.

Ginger:Hospital?

Me:dadhadhighbloodscare,luckilyoobhuti

bakhonasotheytookhimtothedoctorwho

referredhimtothehospitalbuturight.

Ginger:I’msorryaboutyourdad.

Me:okay.

Ginger:Soyourbrotherhasn’tsaidanything?

Me:nope,hasn’thadachanceto.Buthesurely

knowssomething.

Ginger:Keepmeupdated.

Me:okay…

Webothwentsilent.



Ginger:usureuright?

Me:Areyougonnatellmewhathappenedtoyour

shoulder?

Ginger:It’snothingtoworryabout.

Me:Soyou’renotgoingtotellme?Okay.

Ginger:Baby…

Me:It’sfinewethu,ndikuyekile.

Ginger:Suqumbakaloku,Ithoughtweagreedthat

andizokubaliselaanythingaboutmywork

shenanigans.

Me:Youleftmeuright,returnedandyouhavehurt

yourshoulderandyouexpectmenottoask?Igetit,

Iwon’taskeveninthefuture.

Hesighed

AndIsuddenlyfeltsomeone’spresence,perfume

kaBhuti.



Me:Ihavetogo,iimbizaziyatsha.

Ginger:Pleasecallmebackwhenyoucan,Idon’t

wannacallyoukantindiyakuphazamisa.

Me:sharp.

Ihungup.

Lionel:Sohowlonghaveyoutwobeenatit?

Mybodyfroze.

Heknew,allalongheknewwhatIhadbeenhiding

andwazixelelabahewantstoaskmefacetoface.I

triedmybesttolookallcomposedandnotmoved

bythisquestionbutIdidfeellikeIwasfailing.

Dismally.

Me:Andivabhuti?

Lionel:Howlonghaveyoutwobeenatit?

Me:ustwo?Uthethangantonibhuti?



Hechuckled,withahintofirritation,Isquirmedin

myseat.

Lionel:NiyiqaleninilentoniyenzayonoBongani

Onele?

ThatmomentwhenhementionedGinger’sreal

nameIfeltalumpgoingupmythroatbutIhadto

wearmy“biggirlpants”soIswalloweditanyway.

Lionel:hm?

Me:Notsolongagobhuti…

Lionel:why?

Me:why?

Lionel:Yes,why?Ufunantonikwindodaendala

kangakaOnele?



Icountedmywords…therewasnootherwaythan

tobehonestwithhim.Iwasn’tevensureIknew

whathewantedtoknowbutIknewIhadtoanswer

hisquestionswithhonesty.

Me:Idon’tknowhowtoputitbhuti,maybebecause

hegivesmeattention.Andiyazi.

Lionel:SoifIgetyouproperlyuthiyoudon’tget

enoughattentionhereathome?Isthatwhatyou’re

saying?

Me:It’snotthesamebhuti…

Lionel:thenexplainittome.

Isighed…thiswashopelessyazi.

Ididn’tevenseewhywewerehavingthis

conversationcozwebothknewwhathereally

wantedtosay.

Lionel:Mh,soIguessyou’vetoldCassandra?



Me:ha.abhuti.

Lionel:Siki?

Ishookmyhead

Lionel:Cindy?

Ishookmyheadagain,hechuckled.

Lionel:Wereyouatleastplanningontellinganyone

amongstyoursiblings?

Me:nope.

Lionel:Wow.

Me:Iknewyouguyswouldreactlikethis…

Lionel:Withreason.

Me:Whichreason?Thefactthathe’solderorhis

involvementkulantokaCass?

Lionel:Howaboutboth?Doyouknowhowoldthat

guyis?Doyouknowwhathedoesforaliving?DO

youreallywannagetyourselfintothat?Attheage

of18?



“Oneleiimbiza”

Ijumpedathearingmymom’svoice.

Sigqibilemos.

AsIplatedup,Stevecameinthekitchenandsat

thereinsilence.Ionlyrealizedafterafewminutes

thathehadmyphoneinhandandItriedgrabbingit

wabalekanayogoingoutside.Ileftthepotsandran

afterhim,obviouslyhe’sfitterthanIcouldeverbe

sowhenIgottiredIjustsatdownatthecenterof

ouryardandwailedloudlyuntilmomcameout.

Mom:IyawayintoniOnele?Yeynina,nimenzeni

umntana?

Lionel:Bayadlalanozala.

Me:mamaubhutiuxutheiphoneyam!

Mom:StephenMzayi!!!!

Helaughedandbroughtitback,threwitatmeandI



caughtit,wipedmytearswiththebackofmyhand

andwalkedbackintothehouse.Icheckedwherehe

was,WhatsApp.Tshinimnkq.

Iputitinsidemybra,andcontinuedplatingupfor

theentirefamily.Wesataroundkwatyiwa,Ifelt

reallytensearoundmybrothers.IguessIdidn’t

knowwhetherthey’vetoldtherentsyetortheywere

planningtotellthemnow,whilewewereallhere.

Luckilyforme,Casscalledandmyphonewasnow

nexttodadsowhenhegaveittomeIexcused

myself,

Steve:Uyaphi?

Dad:bayohlebanoCassandra!

Ilaughedandwalkedaway,Ibettheythoughtit’s

theman.
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#Cassandra

AfterweleftMilliwewentshoppingfor"hisguys",I

hadalreadyfiguredfromthesizesthatwewere

goingtogopastthehome.Hisotherfamily,those

guysweoncewentshoppingfor,yes.Wewent

shoppingforthemagain,clothing,blanketsand

food.Mostlyreadyfoodandcooldrinkswithlots

andlotsoffruit,andonourwaythereIdecidedto

ask...

Me:Sonowthatyouandyourfamilyarehaving

somedifferences,howoftendoyouguyscome

throughforthesepeople?

Nkosinathi:Istilldomypart,cometwiceinayear

andleavethemwithmoneyifIcanandwhenIcan't

IjustsenditwhenIhaveenoughtospare.Butmom

anddadarestillcommittedandikhosurekengo

Ase.



Me:Ilikethis....

Nkosinathi:IhopewecanbringUkhonawhenhe's

oldenough.

Me:Ihopewecanbringhimmaybewhenhe'sfive,

sothathegrowsintothisandgraspthe

environmentkwangokuemncinci.

Nkosinathi:wecanmostcertainlyarrangethat,

enkosibaby.

Ismiled.

ThiswasthepartofhimthatIlovedthemost,the

givingselflesslypart.AswedroveinInoticedthat

theplacehadbeenextendedanditwasevenfuller

thanthelasttimeIcamehere,therewerekids

playinginthebackyardandsomemeninthebig

gardenjustoppositethekidsplayground.

Xolani(theguywhocorneredNkosinathiinto

introducingmetothemwhenwefirstcame

together)wasoutsidewiththreeotherguys,



Me:ingathizincinciezizintosizenazoyazibaby.

Nkosinathi:Ndibonalontonam,butit'sokayI'll

leavethemwithmoneybazongezele.

Xolanismiledandcametothecaraswegotout,he

offeredhishandforashakeandIopenedmyarms

forahug.Nkosinathitoldmehowcarefultheywere

withstrangers,theydidn'twantukuphoxwahence

theywouldeithersmileorofferahandshakebuthe

emphasizedthatbayathandaubonakaliswa

uthandosomeofferingahugwassimplyshowing

himthatI'mactuallyoneofthem.Iftheycouldhug

Nkosinathiastheirbrotherthentheycouldhugme

aswell,especiallysincehewasmarriedanywayso

thereshouldn'tbediscriminationwhatsoever.He

calledtheotherguysandtheyhelpeduscarrythe

foodinsidethenNkosinathididtheusualand

checkedmaintenancethenhewenttothekitchen

andcheckedthecupboards,wabanikaimalienough

forizintothatwereonshortagethenwewalkedout



tothecar...Ofthekidsrantousandtappedonhis

thighsowestoppedandhebentdownnexttoher

sotheyalmostleveled.

Sisipho:bhuti,nexttimeusizaaphasicela

usithengeleugqaphuneballyenetballplease.

Nkosinathi:youplaynetball?

Sheblushed

Sisipho:IplayatschoolbhutibututheuauntSarah

Imustalsoteachtheothersxasidlalaapha.

Nkosinathi:okayke,Iwillsendthemnomakhulu

whenshe'scomingnextmonthcozndizozakudala

mna.

Sisipho:enkosibhuti.

Theyhugged,sheopenedherarmsforahugfrom

measwellandIhuggedherthenshewhispered

"Yhoumhlesisi"Ilaughedandkissedhercheek.

Sheranawayshortlyafterthat,wewalkedtothe

caranddroveoutinsilence.Iwasstillsmilingat



whatSisiphohadsaidandIcouldseeNkosinathi

eyeingme...

Nkosinathi:andthat?

Me:uthindimhle.

Nkosinathi:uSisipho?

Inod

Nkosinathi:ingenzekathat'swhatshewantedto

sayyazi,qhawazulisangalagqaphu.

That'sexactlywhatIthoughttooyazi.Fromthere,

wewentstraighttotheairportandwaitedforour

flighthome.Assoonasweboarded,myphone

beeped...amessagefromSteve:

"I'mnotsureifyouknow,butyourlittlesisteris

datingGinger...It'sbeenawhilenow"



IthoughtIreadtheentiretextwrongsoIreadagain,

almostthreetimesandthenitallmadesense.The

secrecy,theageissueshementionedwhenwe

spoke...Cometothinkofit,shewasneversecretive

tomeaboutanyofherrelationshipsbutwiththis

newone?Shepulledallthestops.ButGingerofall

people?Aftereverythinghe'dputmethroughnoTa

Sthera?Okayfine...Butnoooman.Gingerwasour

brothers'friendbeforehebecameKhiro'sskivvyso

obviouslyyintangayoobhutiso....

"OhcrapuOnele!"

That'sallImanagedtosay,Nkosinathiwasabela

andIjustshookmyhead.Itextedmybrotherback...

Anddeletedit,textedagainforthesecondtimeand

stilldeletedthetextanddecidedtoratherwaituntil

welandsoIcouldcallhimandicaciselebauthini

kanyekanye.Iclosedmyeyesandtriedtorelax,but

heynoooman.Howcouldshe?Howcouldshedate



thatmankantiunjaniuOnele?Whywouldshedo

that?

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Ilookedathim,Iknewfromthelookonhisface

thatmyownfacehadanexpressionsoItriedto

relaxagainbeforeheasked"uright?"andInod.

Nkosinathi:Babykwenzekantoni?

Me:Akhonto,I'mokayman.

Nkosinathi:Thixunathi?

Ialmostlaughed,henevercallsmethat.Thatwas

Mpumelelo'sname,notNkosinathi.

Me:Ndirightchap,I'mjusttiredandthinking.

Nkosinathi:yintonileuyicingayokaloku

ikucaphukisayo?



Me:I'lltellyouonceweland,butayontoicaba

wethusochill.

Ijokedandhesmiled,kissingthesideofmyhead.

Welandedandwenttocollectourluggage,aswe

madewaytothecarIcalledmybrother...

Steve:MamakaMilli?

Me:Bhuti,andiyivamnalatextyakho.

Helaughed,Iwasalmostagitatedkeyazi.

Me:Dude!

Steve:Yey'philendawoingavakaliyo?

Me:Yonkebhuti.

Steve:UOneleCassandraumetshanoBongani,u

Gingerkeukutsho.Yey'phikengokuwenalendawo

ungayivayo?



Me:yileuyithethayokanye...BhutihowoldisGinger

kanti?

Heburstoutlaughing,whywasthisfunnykanti?

Steve:YintangakaLioneluGingerSandra.

Me:Yhu!

Steve:andOneleknowsthat.

Me:Howsureareyouofyonkenjelentouthetha

ngayobhuti?Like,everything.Doyouhaveproof?

Steve:theywereinDurbantogethernjethispast

weekend,whatproo-

Me:What?OnelewasinDurbanthisweekend?

Steve:erh...Yes.

Me:Withthisguy?

Steve:Yes.

Me:Wow!Yhohaikewow!

Steve:Lioneltriedtalkingtoheraboutthis,she



seemslikeshe'smadeuphermindanduthetha

ngobashe'sloveshimandallthatbullshit.

Me:butbhuti...Howdoessheevenbegindating

labhutiuOnele?Okaysiyiyekeiageke,thatman

mademylifealivinghell...Like...Yho.

Thenhewentsilent....

Me:I'mnotsayingsheshouldalsoadoptmy

enemiesbutbhutinoman,sheknowshowthat

periodofmylifemessedmeupbutshestill...

Ifeltalumpinmythroat,andIblinkedawaythe

tearsthatwerethreateningtocomeout.Nkosinathi

eyedme...

Steve:I'msorry,Idon'tthinkshewasgoingtotell

anyofusthough.

Me:xaengaxelelanganamthenobviouslyshe



wasn'tgoingtotellusatall.

Steve:pleasewaitforher,don'ttellherItoldyou

anything.

Me:Iactuallydon'twannatalktoheratallrightnow,

Isowishshedoesn'tcallmeuntilI'veprocessed

thiswholething.

Hedidn'tanswerme,butafteraminutewesaidour

goodbyesandhungup.Iclosedmyeyesandatear

rolleddownmycheek...

Nkosinathi:babykwenzekantoni?

Me:uOneleunoGinger...

Nkosinathi:ThatGinger?

Me:Yep,thatGinger.AndtheywerealsoinDurban

thispastweekend.

Nkosinathi:Isawhim...Afewtimes,atthehotelor

somethingI'mnotreallysure.

Me:wellapparentlybebeyebobabinike...Ijust



can't...YhohayuOnele.Yhoheeee!

Iknewubhutiwouldn'tlietomengentoenjena,butI

stillcouldtbelieveit.WhywouldOneledothat?It

didn'tmakesense,yesIknewmaybeAsandawould,

butuOnele?Noman.
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#Cassandra

Icouldn’tsleep,Ikepttossingandturningthewhole

nightuntilIhadtheworstnightmarewhereOnele

wasshootingmerightwhereAsandashotmethat

day.Ijoltedupstraightwithaloudcryand

Nkosinathialsojumpedupandswitchedthelights

on.

Nkosinathi:Yintoni?

Ilookedaroundandonlythendidmymindregister



thatIwasdreaming,itwasn’treal.Everything

wasn’trealitwasjustadream.Ibreathed,thengot

outofthebed,tookmyshortwalktothebathroom

andwashedmyfacedrinkingsomeofthatwater.I

camebackandhewasn’tinbed.Ifollowedhim

downbecauseIknewhecouldonlybeinthe

kitchenmakingmetea..

Me:There’snoneedforthat,I’mokay.

Helookedupwiththecupinhishand,Iwasatthe

topofthestairsjustlookingdownathim.

Me:really,I’mfine.

Nkosinathi:okay.Gobacktobed,I’mcoming.

Me:Sure.

Iwenttobedandwaitedforhim,heeventually

cameback,withchocolatesandcoffee.Well,it



wasn’ttea.Itookmycupandhelaughed,Ijust

smiledathimandwesatinsilenceinthatdimlit

room.

Nkosinathi:Uphuphentoni?

Me:Argh,itdoesn’treallymatter.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra.

Isighed…

Me:ItwasaboutuOnele,sheshotmeonthesame

placeAsandashotmeatngokuyana…Iguessits

paranoiawethuandshock.

Nkosinathi:Maybeyoushouldtalktoherabout

this…

Me:No.

Nkosinathi:Baby...

Me:Ha.atorho



Nkosinathi:Soyou’regoingtoavoidheruntilwhen?

Me:Until…Idon’tknow.ButwhatIknowisthatIwill

nottalktoheranytimesoon,okanyekeforthis

wholeweek.

Nkosinathi:Really?

Me:Ijustneedtogetmyheadaroundthis…

Hesippedhiscoffeeanddidn’tanswerme,Iknew

ucingbandiphambenebutIdidn’tcare.Ijustwasn’t

readytotalktoOnele,whetherubhutiwasrightor

wrongIjustwasn’tready.

Nkosinathi:drinkup,you’reworkinginafewhours.

Me:argh,pleaseremindmewhyamIworkingagain?

Nkosinathi:Becauseungu“MissIndependent”

kaloku.

Me:Kanene!



HelaughedasIrolledmyeyesathim,drankupmy

coffeeandatetwopiecesofchocolatethenI

cuddleduponhim.Whenhewasdone,heputhis

cupdownandwecuddledproperly.

Nkosinathi:Youknow,youcan’treallypunishher

forfallinginlove,despitewhoshehadfalleninlove

withandyoumostcertainlycannotbemadather

fornottellingyouaboutherrelationship.Weare

alsobacktogetherandwehaven’ttoldanyofour

familymembersbecauseweknowhowtheywould

react,oratleastwethinkweknow.Youbasically

havenoground,asitis.

Me:babyuOneleuinlovenjaninomntuwhohelped

inmakinglifemiserable?

Nkosinathi:Doyoucontrolwhotofallinlovewith?

Me:masilale!

Nkosinathi:Soyouwon’tanswerme?

Me:Youdon’twanttoseewhereI’mcomingfrom

withthis.



Nkosinathi:Iknowwhereyou’recomingfrom,Iwas

thereremember?

Me:Okay,masilaleke.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iknow.

Nkosinathi:Andyoudon’tloveme?

Me:Doesitmatter?

Nkosinathi:Nahitdoesn’t,Iloveyouanyway.

Ismiled,Idon’tknowwhetheritcamewithageor

thebreakupwehadbuthewasawiserman.Iwas

reallyimpressedwithhisdecisions,withhis

approachtolifeandeverythinginbetweenbut

mostlytohowhewashandlingme.Hahaha!I’ma

handful,butheknewhowtohandlethe

"handfullness"asoflate.Wellmaybehewasableto,

evenbefore,buthehadnoreasonto…untilMilli

happened.Weactuallyhadnoreason,untilMilian

decidedhe'sgonnabethereasontopullusback

together.



Wokeupinthemorningandthebathwasrun

already,IpreparedforworkandwhenIwasdone,I

wokehimup.Cabaheranmeabathandwentback

tobed,

Nkosinathi:Mh?

Me:I’mdone.

Nkosinathi:utyile?

Me:Idon’teatinthemornings.

Hetookaminuteandthengotup,grabbedagown

andslippersthenfollowedmeout.Agrabbedan

appleandbottledwaterthenhedrovemetowork.

Dressedinagownandslippers.

Nkosinathi:uphumabani?

Me:five,



Nkosinathi:sure.

Wehugged,hekissedmycheekthenIleft.

HewaiteduntilIactuallygotinsidethebuilding

thenhestartedthecaranddroveaway.Iworked

twohoursandIgotsick…wellnotreallybut,Ijust

wantedtogohomesoIpretendedtobesick.My

managerpermittedmetogohome,sayingthatifI

didn’tfeelbetterthefollowingdayImustjuststay

athome.Utshokubani?Kum?IknewIwon’tfeel

betterthewholeweekmosmna.Ireturnedtomy

deskandcalledNkosinathi,becauseweleftmycar

endliniwhenweleftonFriday.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:Nd’celauzondithatha.

Nkosinathi:Utheni?

Me:ndiyagula…



Nkosinathi:Yho,okay.

Me:thanks.

Wehungup,Istartedpackingupmystuff,drankmy

waterandwaitedforhim.Twentyminuteslaterhe

calledthathe’soutsidesoIgrabbedmybagand

left.AssoonasIsatdownnexttohimhelookedat

me,andstartedhiscarbuthedidn’tsayanything

forthefirstfiveminutesofthedrive,maybehe

hopedIwouldexplain?

Nkosinathi:Ugulayintoni?

Me:Ndiyagodola,istheACon?

Heheatedhiscarup,eyeingmeinsilence…well

beforeheaskedthesamequestionagain.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?Ugulayintoni?

Me:Idon’tknow…



Nkosinathi:Butyou’resick?

Me:Mh.mh

Heshookhisheadanddrovetothedoctor,Ionly

keptquietbecauseIneededthedoctor’snotefor

theentireweek.Lol.Wewalkedhand-in-handand

wenttowaitatthereceptionbecausewedidn’t

book….WhenitwasourturnIsatonthebedand

allowedthedoctortodohiswork,afterhewasdone

heaskedmehowIwasfeelingItoldhimIfelt

exhausted….

Doc:okay,I’llgiveyouadaytorest,thenyoushould

befine.

Me:Iactuallyneedaweektorest.

Nkosinathiandthedoctor:Haibo!

Ismiled,Iwantedtolaugh.



Doc:MsMzayi,areyousure?Imean,youcouldbe

comingoffwithfluebutotherthanthat,you're

perfectlyfine.

Me:I'msureDoc...

Nkosinathi:Haydocakhovekingandawoaphagive

heraccordingtowhatyouthinkisright.Ebethe

ufunauphangelalomntu,makaphangeleke.

Me:fivedayswenadoc,justfivethenI'llbefine.

Thedoctorlaughed,andmadethesicknoteforme.

Fivedaysasrequested.

Myboyfriendpaidandwewalkedoutagain,hand-in

-handagain.Wewenttobuyfoodthenhedroveme

tohisplace,madesureI’veeatenandI’minbedand

thenlookedatme,Ijustlaughed.

Nkosinathi:Usilekodwa.

Me:Andifunuphangelaanymore,sowhatdowedo?



Nkosinathi:Uzophangela,uphelelephiuMiss

Independent?

Me:Butndiyagulamosemsebenzini

Nkosinathi:UgulayintoniemsebenziniCassandra?

Me:Andiyazinambabyshem,butndiyagulamna

netndingeneeofisini.

Helaughedandpickeduphisphoneandkeyson

some“lalakesisi,ndibusymna”andhewalked

away.Ididn’tbotheraskinguyaphi,Iwantedto

sleepnamndingaphazanyiswa.
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#Cassandra

Afterfourhoursofawell-deservedsleepandrest,I

wokeupstillaloneinhishouse,soIcalledhim.His

phonerangfourtimesandthenithitvoicemail.SoI

textedhimtocomeback,Iwassickerthanwhenhe

leftme.Hecalledafterthirtytofortyminutes,



almostafteranhour.

Me:M’low?

Nkosinathi:What’sup?

Me:What’sup?

Nkosinathi:Sisi,ItoldyouI’mbusy,you’re

supposedtobeatwork…yes,what’sup?

Imumbled,helaughed.

Me:Uhlekantoni?Khonauyicbolaphilentoyokuthi

sisixaundibiza?

Nkosinathi:Okayuxolokesthandwasam,you’reup

fromyourdruggedsleep.Areyouhungry?

Me:Yes.

Nkosinathi:There’sfoodinthemicrowave,haveyou

checked?

Me:No.



Nkosinathi:Okaythen,goandcheck,andthere’sco-

Me:Uphibaby?

Nkosinathi:NdiseBhayibaby.

Me:WHAT!?!

Heburstoutlaughing,whatwassofunny???

Me:YouleftmeinyourhouseandwenttoPort

Elizabeth?Really?

Nkosinathi:You’resick,remember?

Me:Butthat’snoexcuse…

Nkosinathi:Songendikufunqulesihambesobabini?

Me:Youcouldhavetoldmeyou’llbegoingoutof

town,Iwouldhavegonehomehaibo.

Nkosinathi:Butndizobuyamos.

Me:ButNkosinathi!

Nkosinathi:Soufunaugoduka?Isthatwhyyou

called?



Me:NO!

Nkosinathi:Okay,whydidyoucallkebaby?

Ikeptquiet...Iwasreallyinmyfeelsyazi.

Me:Imissedyou,notthatitmattersnow.

Nkosinathi:Imissyoutoo…forwhatitsworth.

Me:It’snotworthanything,youcan’tgetintoyour

carandcometomemos.Infactmandigodukefuthi.

Nkosinathi:whoahwhoah,ugodukelanikengoku?I

justsaidndizobuyababycomeon.

Me:Byebye.

Ihugup,hecalledagain.

Me:Mh?



Nkosinathi:Uhambanyhani?

Me:Ewetshi.

Nkosinathi:Uhambelantoni?

Me:Becauseyouleftmeatyourhouseandwentto

anotherprovincewithouttellingme.Whodoesthat?

Nkosinathi:Ndihambenantonibaby?Youhavethe

entirehouseandfoodandeverythingelseyou

couldeverneed,atyourdisposal.

Me:Ndifunawenamnaandifunihouseorfoodor

everythingelse,ndifunawenamfondini.Whydon't

yougetthat?

Hedidn’tanswerme…

Me:wenzanikhonaeBhayi?

Nkosinathi:SithunywenguNozalatofetchsome

stuffforoluvulolwendlu.



Me:Mmh…

Nkosinathi:Nd’celaungahambi…

Me:I’vealreadycalledthecab,dowhatyouhaveto

do.We’lltalkwhenyou’redone.

Nkosinathi:I’llfetchyouobuyakwam.

Me:Ifufikeebusukuratherdon’tcomefetchme,

callortextjustsoIcanknowyou’reback.

Nkosinathi:NdithiI’llcomefetchyouobuyakwam,

andiyazikebaiitermsandconditionszingenaphi.

OkayIlaughed,whywashesuddenlyirritated?Tshi,

thenerve!

Me:Okay,canIgonow?

Nkosinathi:sure.

Hehungup,Ismiledandswitchedmyphoneoff.



AfteraminuteIwenttofoodenoughforbothofus,

sobecauseIwascooking,Ihadtospendsome

timeintheloungebuttheheaterwason.Itwas

drizzlyoutside,whenIwasdonecookingIplatedup

forthebothofusthenlefthisplateinthe

microwaveandwenttothebedroomwithmyown.

Beforeeating,Ireturnedbacktothekitchenand

scoutedforsnacks,foundacoupleandreturned

backtotheroom.

WhenIwasdoneeatingmyfoodIcoveredtheplate

withanotherplateandcuddledhispillowwhile

eatinghissnacksandwatchingcartoonsbut

halfwaythroughthatIdecidedtoswitchmyphone

onagain,justincaseusisicallsregardingmyson.I

fellasleepagainkuyoyonkelentokeandwhenI

wokeup,hewasintheshower.IthoughtIwas

dreaming,butwhenIlistenedcarefully,Irealized

thathereallywasback.Ilookedatmyphonetosee

ifhecalledoranything,andhedidn’t.Inobaebeyazi

baandihambiI’mjustthrowingatantrum.



Hewalkedoutoftheshowerandlookedatme,I

blushedbecauseIexpectedhimtoscoldmeor

somethingalongthoselines,instead,hejustcame

tokissme.Ikissedhimback,thenafterafew

secondshekissedmyforeheadandwenttoget

dressedinpjs.

Me:Ubuyenini?

Nkosinathi:Aboutanhourago,butakudalanga

ndingenileaphendlini.

Me:Thingsareworkingout?

Nkosinathi:Yeah,bacovered.

Me:I’msureyourmotherishappy.

Nkosinathi:Verymuch,bonkemanbonwabile,it’sa

differentatmosphere.

Me:That’snice.

Hedidn’tanswerthat…



Me:Yourfoodisinthemicrowave.

Nkosinathi:youcooked?

Me:Iwashungry,andyoudidsaythere’sfood

endliniyakho.

Helaughedandwenttowarmhisfood,cameback

andgotinbedwatyaendincokolelaabouthisday

andIhadtobeattentiveandlookinterested.Ilay

onmybacklisteningtohimandjustoutofnowhere,

Onelecalled…Ilookedatmyphoneandputitdown.

Nkosinathi:Andthat?

Me:Onele.

Nkosinathi:Kengoku?

Me:BenditheIdon’twannatalktoheryet.

Nkosinathi:Doessheknowthat?

Me:no,obviously.

Nkosinathi:Souzocingantoniwhenyoudon’t



answeryourphone?

Me:She’sgonnathinkI’msleeping,zipastnine

anyway.

Heshookhishead,drankhiscoffeethenwe

cuddled.

Sindysentmeatext,Iopeneditbutitwasn’tatext

butavideoofMilli.Wewatchedittogether,andas

wewerewatching,Onelesentherowntext:“Itried

callingyouaminuteago”Itextedback:“I’llcallyou

ngomso”.Didshelisten?No.Shecalledagain…

NowbecauseNkosinathiwasgawkingatmeIhad

toansweriit…

Me:Hey?

Onele:Hey,sewulele?

Me:yep,wasjustwokenupnguMillinomakazi



wakhe.

Onele:Ooohokay,thoughtyou’reavoidingmeor

something.

Me:AndwhywouldIavoidyoukengoku?

Onele:Idon’tknow…butit’sokay,ndiyakuveulele

soI’llwaitforyourcallkengomso.

Me:kantiubuzothini?

onele:Imissyou,wantedustocatchup.

Me:ohokay…

Andthatwasit.

WebothhungupandIdidn’tevenlookat

NkosinathibecauseIknewwhathewasgoingto

say.

[06/26,15:15] :#Onele_23

#Cassandra



Iswitchedmyphoneoffandcuddledupontohim,

lentobendifunauyenzaeminiandhechosetogoto

anotherprovincewithoutinformingme.He

switchedoffthelightsandbreathed,hemusthave

beentiredumntanabantushamekuphindekubekho

mnaomdubaingqondoehlelinje.

Nkosinathi:Sowhatwasreallygoingonwithyou

emini?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Nkosinathi:Yousaidyou'regoinghome...

Me:So?

Nkosinathi:So?

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Nkosinathi:Thequestioniswhatwasgoingon?

Ubutheni?

Me:Itoldyou,Imissedyou.



Nkosinathi:Igetthat,but...

Me:butitdoesn'tmakesense?

Nkosinathi:Actually,no,itdoesn't.

Me:Ithoughtyou'rearoundokay,Ithoughtyou'dbe

abletojumpintoyourcaruzekum.That'spretty

muchallIwanted,youtocometomebutyouchose

togotoanotherprovincewandishiyaaphakwakho

ndedwandigula.

Nkosinathi:OhIsee..Sohowareyoufeelingnow?

Sinceubugulake?

Me:Ungandishiyaiminiyonkendigulaandonlyask

mendinjaningoo9/10ebusuku?Yhoha.ababy

masilaletorho.

Helaughed,

Nkosinathi:Baby...

Me:Goodnightmylove...

Nkosinathi:Baby...



Me:Yhoha.ake...

Nkosinathi:Baby...

Isighed,why?Whywashedoingthis?Thistime

nogal?

Me:TatakaMiliyoni!

Heburstintoaroaringlaughter,Ijoinedin,Idon't

knowwherethatcamefrombutyeyha.amaniha.a

yhohayi.Tyhini.

Nkosinathi:Youdidn't!Youdidnot!!!

Me:Heyhaynaweuyandibizamanebusuku,Tyhini!

Okookobabybaby?Yhohaymfondinimasalale

ngoku.

Hecontinuedlaughingbeforeasking,"Don'tyou



thinkweshouldmakeanotherbaby?"

Me:Yhimakebaby,xausithi"we"uxelawena

nabani?

Nkosinathi:KantiuUkhonandimenzenabani?

Me:Soubalanam?!

Nkosinathi:Bendizobalanabaniomnye?

Ndizobenzanawemosabantwanabambonke,I

thoughtatleastthatpartwasmadeveryclear.

Me:Yhohaikebhutingekhe,ufunandiphinde

ndisindwesisisungokuforninemonths?

Ayikonwabisicabaleyokubandisispringchicken

eKapaoosisinomamabengabadlezanakula

EasternCape?

Nkosinathi:usispringchickensammos...

Me:Wearenothavinganotherbaby.Forgetit.

Nkosinathi:Ndithinikecozuyanditefelangoku,

kantibaebekhonaomnyeuUkhonaormaybeif

ebekhonaesimlindeleyokeI'dunderstand.



Me:Sowhatyou'rereallysayingtomerightnowis

thatndiyakudika?

Nkosinathi:You'reputtingwordsinmymouth

kengokubaby,Ididn'tsaythat.YouknowIloveyou,

thewholeyou.

Me:Udeuthithewholeme?Hehe!

Nkosinathi:okay,okay.Ndiyakuthandakesthandwa

sam.

Me:Mnkq!

Hekissedmyforehead...

Nkosinathi:But,addinganotheronewouldn'thurt.

Right?

Me:AndhowdowebegintoexplainhowIgot

pregnant?Wearenotdatingkalokubhuti,

remember?Wenaunomlunguwakho,mnandi

single.

Nkosinathi:Mnandinomlunguwam?Baby!!!



Again,helaughed,whywashelaughingatthetruth?

UnoTammykalokuyenamnandisinglemos.Kanti?

Nkosinathi:We'lltellthemthesethingshappen,

surelythey'vebeenyoungoncenokoabanokothuka

thatmuch.Andbesides,ifSindyorStevedisowns

youguysnizohlalakulandluyenuintsha.

Me:Iftheyweretodisownmetrustmethey'dkeep

myson,thatIcanbeton.

Nkosinathi:Lessbaggageforusthen,simple.

Me:Yhuunesibindi!

Nkosinathi:Itwillbeagoodexcuseforyoutostop

workingthough...

Me:Whosaidanythingaboutmestopping

uphangela?

Nkosinathi:Ithoughtthat'swhatyousaid,that

wheneveryougetintotheofficeyougetsick?

Me:Andyousaidndizophangelandigulandinjalo



becauseIchosetobeMissIndependent.Andithi?

Nkosinathi:Soyou'vedecidedyou'llcontinue

working?Isthatwhatyou'resaying?

Ilaughedathim,mylaughtersoundedsopureand

refreshinginthatdarkness.

Me:SinceI'mseeingthatyou'rebusykuleveki,can

youpleaseorganizeformetogoandspendsome

timewithmyson.Please?

Iswiftlychangedthesubject,Iwasn'tgoingtoget

myselfpregnantoutofwedlockagainnorwSI

goingtoquitmyjobtobereceivehandoutsfrom

him,thatwasn'tgoingtohappen.Atall.Infactit

wouldtakegreaterinterventionformetofall

pregnantagain,togetmyselfpregnantagain.I

walkedthatjourneyaloneandtobehonest,Iwas

stilltraumatizedbyitandIfearedhewould

disappearalloveragainwhenIneededhimthe



most.Icouldn'tdothattomyself,usbeingtogether

wasfunalrightbutheckno,webothweren'tready

toaddanotherchildintothepicture.PhofuIwasn't

ready,atall.

Nkosinathi:Sonowyouwanttoleavemehereuye

eBhayi,kodwanguweothemandifouneleumama

andenquireaboutuvulolwendlu?

Me:Kalokubaby...

Nkosinathi:Awuyindawobaby.

Hewasn'tbeingforcefulabouthisresponse,nor

washearrogant.Hejustsimplytoldme"no"andfor

someweirdreasonIcouldn'tgobeyondthat.Ithink

Iwantedtoopposethat,butmylipsfroze.

Nkosinathi:You'respendingyourweekhere,with

me.Nobandikhona,nobaandikhobutyou'llbehere

forthiswholeweek.Ungaphindakeugulenext

weekndizokuzamelaindlelauyohlalanomntanakho.



Me:Butyou'llbebusykokwenunjetatakhe,what

willIdoherendedwaalmosteveryday?

Nkosinathi:I'lltakeadayortwotospendwithyou,

andI'llsleephereeverynight.

Me:Andifyou'reaskedtoaccommodateadditional

familymembers?

Nkosinathi:We'llbookourselvesaroomatthehotel

kaloku.

Me:SeewhyIshouldgohome?Xandingekhoapha

therewon'tbeaneedforyoutodoallofthat,there

won'tbeaneedforyoutobespending

unnecessarily.

Nkosinathi:Lalababy,awuyindawoqha.

Me:Okay...

Hekissedmyforeheadandrelaxed,ehehe,he

dismissedmenamndathi"Okay",Haibo!Iliterally

felthisbodyrelax.



Me:Nkosinathi?

Nkosinathi:Thixunathi?

Me:Thisconversationisnotover.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyoutoo.

Hehehe!

[06/26,15:15] :#Onele_24

#Cassandra

Iwasthefirstonetowakeupthefollowingday,I

wenttomakeusbreakfastandthenhecamedown

whileIwasstillbusymakingthefood.Hewas

talkingonthephone,hesoundedveryseriousbut

whenhesawmehisfacelitup.Ichuckled.

Hecametokissmylips,suckingmybottomlipand

thengrabbedmywaist.Itriedtoclosethelidand



embracedhim,didhenotstripme?Usingonehand,

andhislips,andatsomepointhisknee?Justwhen

Ithoughthe'sjustfoolingaround,heabruptlyhung

up,throwingthephoneonthecounterandgrabbing

mewithbothhands,carryingmetothecouchinthe

otherroom.Hisphonerangagainbutwewereon

theothersideofthehousehehadnochoicebutto

ignoreit...

Me:Ithought....We'rehavingbreakfastinbedtoday.

Nkosinathi:Wecanhaveitonthiscouch,it'sokay.

Ilaughedaswhathejustsaidregistered,wemade

outonthecouch,andmadeloveonthecouch.He's

foreverpreciseaboutwhathedoessotodaywas

nodifferent,heworshipmybodyandplayedaround

somebumpsandareasthatheknewmademefeel

insecure,kissingmystretchmarksinbetween.

Whenweweredone,hesmackedmybehindand

wenttoanswerhisphone,whoeverwascallinghim

wasverypersistent.Isatthere,gatheringmybreath



withalittlelaughwondering,"Didwereallyjust

havesexonthecouch?"IlaughedasIgatheredmy

clothesandworewhatIcouldwearreturningback

tothekitchen,Iwastoohungry.Hewasstillonthe

phone,Ikissedhisbarebackforacoupleof

seconds,platingfairykissesalloveritandthenI

lefthim,asIplatedup,heendedhiscallandthen

therewasahooteroutside.Ilookedathim...

Nkosinathi:Uhoh...

Me:Hayhayhaysuthiuh-oh.Who'sthat?

Nkosinathi:Itmustbeyourfavoritesisterinlaw,I

think.

Me:Reallybaby?Really?

Thehooterwentoffagain,twotimesbuthedidn't

move.Ilookedathim,hisphonerang,helookedat

thescreenandlaughed.

Nkosinathi:Yep,it'sher.



Me:Ngcongconiyakwabani!Eksenikangakamani?

Yhuha.audadwenu.

Hesmiledatme,thenheansweredhisphoneon

loudspeakersoIcouldalsoheartheconversation...

Nkosinathi:Ase?

Asenathi:Haibokhawuvuleigate,kuninindipipiza.

Nkosinathi:Andikhosendlinimna,what'sup?

Asenathi:Soearly?Uphi?

Me:I'mwithmygirlfriendsisi,what'sup?HowcanI

helpyou?

Asenathi:Pleasedon'ttellmeyou'rewiththat

Tammything!ArrrghNkosinathishame.

Helaughed,Ismiled.

Wonderingifthere'lleverbeagirlthatsheactually

likesforhisbrotherexceptforSive.



Nkosinathi:UfunantoniAsenathibeforelephone

ixuthwebecauseuyasiphazamisanomntuwam.

Asenathi:Iwantedtohavebreakfastwithyou...

Nkosinathi:Ohman,nexttimechap.

Asenathi:SothatmeansIcan'tstealyouawayfrom

her?I'llcomefetchyoueven...

Nkosinathi:I'vehadbreakfastalready,servedbare

onthecouchwithsomestickywhitishsauce.I'm

actuallywaitingforroundtwo.

Asenathi:siesman,yeerrr!

OkayIalsolaughedather,butsilently.

Nkosinathi:I'llseeyoutonight.

Asenathi:Can'twedolunchke?Like,kucrowded

kulendluIneedsomeairYhoha.a.

Nkosinathi:TakeLiyematothemallorsomething...



Asenathi:Isthatano?

Helookedatme,Ilookedaway.Iwantedhimallto

myself,shewantedtohaveherbrotherforlunch

andhecouldn'tgiveheranhonestanswerbecause

hedidn'tknowhowI'dfeelabouthimgoingoutwith

herendishiyeagain"ndigula"mnaaphaendlini.

Nkosinathi:Letmegivethiswomanabitof

attention,thenI'llruntoKhayelitshaforanhouror

two,I'llcallyouifImaketime.

Asenathi:Okayke...

Me:Ifnot,seeyoutonight.

Asenathi:Fine,pleasetellmeyou'renotcoming

withher.

Nkosinathi:Haibo!Anibafuniabantukokwenu

xaninotywala???

Sheburstoutlaughing,



Asenathi:Uyaphambanakengoku,Ijustdon'twant

youtobringumlunguozakubeethencakuwesibe

nathinabantwanabethusikufuna.

Nkosinathi:mmmh,I'mnotcomingwithher,relax.

Breathe.

Asenathi:Hayshamenoskekuthweubuyelene

nalanoqatikounguCassandrakunalomlungu

ndingamaziyowamcholaphiundidikayo.Like...

Yhooooohaynaweman,leyobasikhumshasitolika

ngokueverywherewego???Yhuhay!

Helookedatmesmiling,Iwasn'tsmiling.Ngubani

uNoqatiko?Kuthenibendiqhelanjexabedibene?

Thenhelaughed.

Nkosinathi:NdizomxelelauCassandrabauthingu

Noqatiko.

Asenathi:HayhayhayNathidon'tdothat,shehates

mealready.Akhoneedforyoutoaddontothat...



Uzamenzaangabisazithathanezizinto

ndandizithengeleumntana.

Nkosinathi:Akakazithathikanti?

Asenathi:Ha.a,andndiyoyikanokuzisangokwam

kwabhutiwakhe,akaqhelekimntaselabhutiYho,

andthenIdon'twannaangeruCassandra,shehas

sharpcomebacks.

Helaughed...

Iwantedtolaughtoo..

Nkosinathi:OkayI'lltakethem,ndimnike

xandimbonile.

Asenathi:Okaythanks...Isshestillangryatus?The

famImean.

Nkosinathi:Idon'tknow...

Asenathi:Oh,Ithoughtniyathetha...Sinceya'llare

coparenting.

Nkosinathi:Wedon'ttalkmuch,umntanaakahlali



kuyesoIcommunicatewithhersistersxandifuna

ubona.

Asenathi:Andher?

Nkosinathi:AsIsaid,wedonttalkmuch.

(Withthat,hegrabbedmyarmandpulledmecloser

tohim,Isatonhislapsquattingandwekissed

whilelisteningtohersister.Therewasn'tmuch

talkingnyhanibetweenusatthatverymoment,)

Asenathi:Yho...butyoudopaymaintenance?

Nkosinathi:Yes.

Asenathi:That'sgood,responsibility.

Nkosinathi:Haybyebyemfondini,kutheni

wamandelwa?Uyayiqondabauzandilahlisaphofu?

Asenathi:Yhuheeee!

Hehungupandfocusedallhisattentiononme.I



laughedathowthatcallended,butIwasenjoying

theattention.ThenIstoppedkissinghimand

huggedhim,hehuggedmeback,seemingly

confused.Ipeckedhislipsandsighed....

Nkosinathi:Isthatasigh?

Me:Youmaygoandhavebreakfastorlunchwith

her.

Nkosinathi:Wenauzothini?

Me:You'lldropmehome,thenonyourwayback

uzodlulangam.

Nkosinathi:BabyIthoughtwespokeaboutthis....

Me:Wehavespokenaboutit,butzikhonaizinto

endizidingayophaendlinianyway.

Nkosinathi:I'mnotleavingyouhereandI'mnot

droppingyouoffanywhere...

Me:Kantiaren'tyougoingtoKhayelitshaor

something?

Nkosinathi:Ndiyanawe,Ijusthavetodropoff



somethingyoucanstayinthecarorungenenam...

Me:ufunaukuyanameKhayelitsha??Areyou

beingreal?

Nkosinathi:Okaykeletmeratherasktheseguysto

comehere...

Heturnedtowalkaway

Me:Pleasegohavelunchwithher...Please.

Nkosinathi:mh.

Hewasalreadydialinganumberandwalkingtothe

door.Iwasn'treallycomfortablewiththisnewhim,

butatthesametimeIwashappy.Reallyhappy,

especiallyseeingthathewasn'tforcinghimselfto

dothesethings,theycamesolelyandfreelyfrom

hisownheart.

Nkosinathi:Baby?



Oh,hewasback.

Me:Mh?

Nkosinathi:We'regood,andisayikeeKhayelitsha.

Me:Andsoyou'regoingforlunchwithyoursister?

Herolledhiseyesandduginekutyenikwakhe.I

chuckledandjoinedhimwithmyownplate.

[06/26,15:15] :#Onele_25

#Cassandra

WhenweweredoneeatingIlefthimtocleanup,I

wenttogetsoakedinthebath.Thinking....

Andthen,Stevecalled...

Me:Hi,bhuti?

Steve:Yintoniuhi?GoodmorningThixunathiunjani?



Ismiled...

Me:UxolokalokuStefanoyintonintombi?I'mokay,

uvukanjaniwena?

HewasstilllaughingfromwhenIcalledhim

Stefano,Iwaitedforhimtocalmdown.

Steve:Ndizakukhabayazi?

Me:Xolokaloku.

Steve:Uphi?Ineedsomethingendlini,Zukowill

comepickitupfromyouandiphatheletonight.

Me:Whattimewillhepickitup?Yintoniyona?

Steve:Firstquestionwas,uphi?

Me:Andikhosendlinikalokubhutithat'swhy

ndibuzaixesha.

Steve:Uphi?That'sthequestionCassandra,uphi?



Isighed...

Steve:hehe!Yhentombindini,don'ttellmeuphinde

wavumaenyeindodakweloKapa?!

Me:Ndisemallkesana...Notthatitwouldhave

beenasin,theotherpartofwhatyousaid.

Steve:hehehe!

Ilaughed.

Steve:Cassandra!!!

Me:Bhuti???

Steve:Hehmntanandiniunendoda?

YhoIburstoutlaughing,

Steve:Yhondizokuxelakutatakhouzobona.



Me:Awunaproofyalentouyithethayosorelax.

Steve:Hayinishetoldmetorelax.

Webothlaughed.

Me:Bhuti,

Steve:Iknowyoulovemeandstuff,butkaloku

Haibobethuna,surelymoseveryoneknowsthat

umntuyenandizobanaye.

Steve:CassandraamadodaaseKapaareeither

amatshiphaakuCentaneoriiGangstas.Ngowaphi

kewenalomntuumvumileyobecausewealready

haveuOneleosiphatheleigintsaasabrotherinlaw,

wedon'tneedanotheronefromyou.Please"

Ilaughedandpausedaswhathehadjustsaidsank

in.

Me:Sobaseriousnalentobayenzayonyhanibhuti?



Like,youweren'tjoking?

Steve:Shestillhasn'ttoldyou?

Me:No...I'msupposedtocallherbacktoday.She

calledlastnightbutIwasalreadysleeping.

Steve:Mmh,Ithinkit'sbestulindephakuyeman...

Anddon'tgiveherahardtime.

Me:Don'tgiveherawhat??Bhuti,doesOnele

understandyonkelantothatIwentthroughngenxa

yalaGingerandyourstupidbrotherinlawuSthera?

Steve:Shemightnotunderstandkalokubabygirl,

that'swhyndisithidon'tgiveherahardtime.

Remember,shewasn'tthere...

Me:ha.abhutiyhoha.a...Doessheeven

understandhowitaffectedmeke?Mystudies?My

psychologicalstate?Thechildrenabatshelwa

zizintozaboonthatfire?Thelandlordsson

owatshelwalilifalakhe?Doessheunderstandallof

that?Like...Thetraumabethuna,thetraumaofitall,

doessheatleastgetthatpartyetrauma?



Hedidn'tanswermeandIfeltlikeIwasabouttocry,

IhadalumpinmythroatjustbyreplayingwhatI

wassayingtohiminmymind.Ifeltbetrayed.

Steve:Sandra?

Me:Bhuti?

Steve:NdiyafunamnasimyekeuOneleaziboneleu

Gingerbangumntuonjanibecauseshethinksshe

knowshim,Idon'tknowwhathetoldherbutsheis

soconfidentngayoyonkelentosheseesnothing

wrongwithit.

Me:Thenshemustseenothingwrongwithme

cuttingtieswithherbhuti,Icannever.

Steve:ComeonCass...

Me:Ihavetogo...Giveyourfriendmynumberto

callmewhenhe'scoming.Iloveyou,bye.

Ihungupbeforehecouldsayanythingelse.Ididn't

wanttohearanythingelse,Iclosedmyeyesand

cried.Nkosinathiknockedandpushedopenthe



bathroomdoor,Iquicklycoveredmyfacewithfoam

sohewouldn'tseemecrying.

Nkosinathi:Okoubuvasa?

Me:It'sprobablybeenaminuteyazi.

Hechuckled....

Igotoutofthebathanddrainedthewaterwhilehe

wasstillstandingthere,watchingme.Heprobably

suspectedsomething,butIdidn’tcareandIdidn’t

wanttotalkaboutit.

“Onelecalled,uthiakakufumanionyourcell”

Ichuckled,uxokelaniuOnele?

Whendidshecall?EvenifshecalledwhileIwas

talkingtoubhutiIwouldhaveknown.



Nkosinathi:Undivile?

Me:EweTaNko.

Helaughed,shecallshimthat.

Nkosinathi:Areyougoingtocallherback?

Me:Nah,anywayshedidn’tcallme.Maybeshejust

wantssomethingtoclutchonwethuwhenher

secretcomesout.

Nkosinathi:Idon’tgetyou…

Me:baby,sheknowsorrathershesuspectsthat

we’retogethersoshehasthisbeliefthatnamIam

keepingitasecretjustlikesheiskeepingher

relationshipasecret.Shecalledwhilewewentto

visitMilliandItoldherI’mwithyouforobvious

reasons…so,shecouldhavecalledyounow

insteadofcallingmejusttocheckifwe’retogether

na.



Henod…

Me:Undenzelaiworrykebecauseazifaniezizinto

acingaukuzifanisa,ifmytheoryiscorrectphofu.

Nkosinathi:Pleasecallher…

Me:Ha.atorho,notngoku.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra.

Me:Bhutindini,ifyouwanttospeaktoOnelecall

hermnaandifuni.

Nkosinathi:Butwhatifyou’rewrong?

Me:Icouldbewrongewe,butdude,canInotbe

forcedintothis?Iamangryokay?Iwillsaythings

andlaterregretthemsondcelaundiyeke

okwangokundiberight.Iwilleventuallytalkher,

kodwanotngokundisacaphukayo.

Nkosinathi:Okay.

Iwenttogogetdressed,wewenttodropoff

whateverhehadtodropoffeKhayelitshathenwe



wentouttogrababite.Helookedworried,butyho

ha.aIdidn’tcare.

[06/26,15:15] :#Onele_26

#Cassandra

BoyfieandIwerebusyvibing,whenlilsister

decidedtoringmeup.Isighed,Ireallywasn't

feelingliketalkingtoherbutIcouldn'treallykeep

onavoidingher.

Me:Hey?

Onele:Hey,yousoundbusy...Usharp?

Me:I'mbusyyes,butI'mokay.Wena?

Onele:Goodgood,howbusyareyou?Iwantusto

talk...

Me:We'retalkingrightnow...

Onele:it'skindofserious,soI'dneedyoutoeither

besittingdownoratleastbeathomeorsomething.



Irolledmyeyesatthat,Nkosinathisawitand

laughed.Ipinchedhisarmsandheshutup.

Me:Youcantalk,itsoundsreallyserious.

Shebreathed.

Onele:Uhm...IwanttoUhm,tellyousomething.

AndIguessIknowthisconversationmightnotend

wellbutI'mtiredofhidingstufffromyou...

Me:Uyandoyikisakengoku,you'rehidingstuff

specificallyfrommeorfromusasafamily?

Onele:You,phofunonke...Ithink...Wellitdoesn't

reallymatternow.

Me:Oh-Kay...

Onele:MyUhm,newboyfriend...Heisolderthan

measIsaidbefore.

Me:Yes.



Onele:AndUhm,youknowhim...

Me:Ido?

Onele:Yes.It'sBongani,heusedtobefriendswith

oobhutibeforehejoineduSbari,utatakaAphiweto

beexact.

Ididn'trespondtoher...

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.IthinkIwasmoremadat

hernowthanIwaswhenStevetoldmeaboutthis,

thefactthatsheneweverylittledetailaboutGinger

andstillchosetosleepwithhimmessedmeupthe

most.Iclosedmyeyes,Ifeltrageboilingfromthe

pitsofmybellyandIdidn'ttrustanythingthat

wouldescapemymouthsoinsteadofevenlooking

atNkosinathi,Ijustshutmylipstogetherand

waitedformyburningearstocooldown.Butas

expected,shewenton...Oblivioustowhatwas

happeningontheothersideofthephone.

Onele:Iknowhe'sold,he'ssomesortofagangsta



orsomething,butmntaseIlovehim.Hemakesme

feelliketheonlywomanhehaseverlaideyeson,

hemakestimeforme,hemakesmorethanan

effort,hetreatsmereallygoodandIhavenodoubt

thathelovesmetoo.

Iwantedtoactuallythrowmyphoneontothewall

thatwasacrosswhereIsat,withmygrittedteeth,I

triedtobreaththroughasmallgapbetweenmy

pursedlips.Mynose,mynostrilswerefailingme...

Onele:Iknowyoutwohavesomebeef,andIwill

understandifyouhavesomesortofresentment

towardshim.

Me:Idon'thavebeefwithuGingerOnele,Ihatehim.

That'sit,andthere'snogoingaroundthat,heknows

itverywell.

Onele:ButmntaseI'mnotsaying...

Me:YoueitherhavenoideawhatIwentthrough

becauseofthatmanofyou'rejustignorant.I'mnot



reallysurerightnowwhathurtsmethemost,you

sharingabedwithamanwhoalmostendedmylife

oryoupraisinghimandexpectingmeto

understandwhyyou'resleepingwithhim.

Shedidn'trespond...

Me:Butyou'reeighteennow,right?Youcansleep

withwhoeveryouwanttosleepwith,includingthat

snakeyoucallaboyfriend.

Onele:Mntase,Iknowhehurtyoubadly.Buthewas

workingforourbrotherinlaw,it'snotlikehewanted

tohurtyounjeeeoutoftheblue.

Me:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Onele:I'msorryI'mnotsayingwhatyouwantto

hearSandra,butIreallydolovehim.

Me:Good,enjoyyourrelationshipwithhimthen.

JustknowthatmnandinguThixo-unathiCassandra

Mzayi,rightnow,ndiyakukhuphaebominibam.

Onele:Allbecauseofaman?SeriouslyCassandra?



Me:NoOnele,allbecauseyouchoseamanover

yoursister!!!!Youdidthis,youknewverywellwhat

heputmethroughandyoustillchosehimoverme

dammit!

Onele:HedidallofthattoYOU,notme!WhymustI

thensuffer?

Me:Oohinjalongoku?

Onele:SandrayouknowhowmuchI'vebeeninyour

corner,I'vealwayschosenyou.I'vealwaysbacked

youup,I'vealwaysbeenyourcheerleader...Butthis

once,justthisonetimewhenIneedyouinmyown

corneryoumakethewholesituationaboutyou?

Yho!

Me:Ifthisisn'taboutmethenwhyareyoutelling

methis?Ndingenaphikwirelationshipyakho

oyifihlayoOnele?

Shedidn'tanswerme...

Me:Imadethiseasyforyoundathigoahead,be



withhim,asozendimephambikwakhomnajust

knowthatI'mnolongeryoursister.

Onele:Soyou'redisowningme?Withoutevengiving

himachance.

Me:Youdidthatthedayyousharedabedwithu

GingerOnele,I'mmerelyofficiatingwhatyou

initiatedhere.

Onele:Sandra...

Me:IdidsayI'mbusywhenwestartedthis

conversation,right?

Onele:Yes,butbeforeyougo.Ingaskeuyaziba

intliziyoayixelelwawheretofindlove,Ididn'taskto

fallforhim,Ididn'taskforanyofthistohappen.I

knowyou'rehurtingrightnowandIamwillingto

giveyousometimetosleeponthisbecauseI

understandwhyyou'reupset.

Me:Bye.

Ihungupbeforeshecouldevenrespond,Ididn't

haveitinmetolistentoanythingelseshewas



goingtosay.Iputmyphoneoffandclosedmy

eyes,hotairwascomingoutofmyearsandmy

chestfeltlikeithadsmallneedlesalloverit.I

wantedtocrysobadbutwewereinapublicspaceI

didn'twanttoattractanyattention.

Me:Pleasetakemehome.

Nkosinathi:Huh?

Me:Pleasetakemehome.

Nkosinathi:youshouldntbealonerightnowbabe,

let'sjus-

Me:Pleasetakemehome.Please.

Henodandwewalkedtohiscar,hedrovetomy

brother'splace.Igotoutofthecarandwalkedinto

theyardwithoutsayingawordtohim.OnceIwas

inside,hestartedhiscaranddroveaway.Ilocked

myselfinandcriedoutthatrageIhadfeltboiling

deepdownmybelly.Iscreamedandthrewthings

arounduntilIfeltbetter,andwhenIdid,Icleaned



mybrother'shouseandtookatuboficecream

ndanabaphaphantsirightnexttothefridge.

Afteracoupleofspoons,Ifeltbetterandreplaced

thetubbacktohisdrawerndayolalainmyroom.I

waswokenupngulamntuebezothathainto

ethunywengubhuti,thenafterheleftIcheckedmy

phone,IhadalotofmessagesbutIonlyreturned

ezikabhutiandgavehimareportback.ThenIcalled

TatakaMilli...

Nkosinathi:Baby

Me:Hey

Nkosinathi:Ndizokuthatha?

Me:Nah,I'mgood.Iwasjustreturningyourcalls,

bendilelewhenyoucalled.

Nkosinathi:OohIfigured,butyintoniunahI'mgood

kengoku?

Me:Ndifunautyandilaletorho,canwenotdothis

rightnow?



Nkosinathi:Okayfine,canIbringyoufoodatleast?

Me:I'llfindsomethingman,orI'llorderin.Hamba

iyakokwenu,I'msuretheyneedextrahands,butI'm

finehere.

Nkosinathi:Okayndiyeza.

Thenhehungup.

Iwasleftlookingatmyscreen,mymindreplaying

whathehadjustsaid"Okayndiyeza",didhereally

saythat?Okayndiyeza?Uyezauyaphibethuna

umntanakaDakumba?DidheevenhearwhatIsaid?

Uyaphi?Icalledhimbackagain,Ireallydidn'tfeel

likebeingsmotheredatall...

Nkosinathi:Thixunathi?

Me:Uyezauyaphi?

Nkosinathi:Khawuvuleigate.

Likewhattheactualhell???WherewashewhenI



calledhim?Igaveup,wenttoopenupforhimand

waitedinthelounge.Hewalkedinwithfoodfortwo,

sigh.

[06/26,15:15] :#Onele_27

#Cassandra

Iplatedoutforthetwoofusinsilence,hewas

sittingintheloungewatchingSupersport,Iserved

himandateupinsilence.

Nkosinathi:UthiniuOnele?

Me:She’stellingmeaboutherrelationshipwith

Ginger.

Nkosinathi:Andyoudisownedher,why?

Me:Because,Ihatethatman.Sheknowsthat

obviously,butshedoesn’tcare.

Nkosinathi:Butshelovesthatman,andshewas

honestenoughtotellyou.

Me:Afterhowlongbelalakunye?



Nkosinathi:Doesitmatterafterhowlong?Atleast

sheswallowedherprideandtoldyou.

Me:BabylaGinger-

Nkosinathi:Iwasthere,Iknoweverythingthathe

putyouthroughbut,uOneleakenzangantoapha.

Me:Akenzanganto?Sosleepingwithhimdoesn’t

count?

Nkosinathi:Wouldyouhaveratherhesleptwithyou

ke?

Ilookedathim,shocked.

Me:What?

Nkosinathi:YouandIbothknowthatyoucannottell

intliziyowhomtolove.

Me:Yhimawhoah,whosesideareyouonhere?

Nkosinathi:I’monyourside,butyoucan’treallygo

aroundtellingpeoplewhotoloveandwhotonot

love.MdalauOneleandshealsodeserves



someonewhoozamthandalikeIloveyou.

Thatwasmy“shutup”moment.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:We’redonehere,eatup.

Nkosinathi:You’regonnashutmeoutbecauseI

holdadifferentviewtoyoursngalento?

Ididn’tanswerhim,Ididtellhimwe’redonesoI

didn’tknowwhathewasexpectingfromme.I

wasn’tabouttogetintothesameargumentwith

him,theoneIhadearlieronwithOnelewasenough.

Myphonerang,Siki.

Me:Sisi…

Siki:What’sgoingonbetweenyouandOnele?

Me:huh?



Siki:IjustspoketoOnele,she’scryingbutandimva

bauthini.Ijustheardyournamesomewhere

betweenhersobs.

Me:It’snothingtoworryyourselfaboutsisi,we’llbe

fine.

Siki:Sosomethingisgoingon?

Me:Yes,butIwillnotdiscussitwithyou.Westill

havetotalk,so…

Siki:Youandwho?

Me:Mnanayekaloku.

Shesighed,

Siki:Ayontoingamandlake?Xakucabaayithethwa

lentoyenzekayo?

Me:Ha.asisi,wecanhandleit.

Siki:ThenukhalelantoniumntanaSandra?

Me:Andimazisisi,ngokumnabendithethanaye



ebengakhali.ButI’llcallherwhenI’mdonehere…

Siki:Pleasedothat,ubuyelekum.

Me:okaysisi.

Shehungup,

Ithrewthephoneacrossthecouchandclosedmy

eyes.Didshereallyhavetoinvolveoosisi?Lionel

andStevewereenough,butuSiki?Comeon!

Nkosinathi:Thathaiimpahlasihambe.

Me:What?

Nkosinathi:You’rereturningtoworknextweek,take

acoupleofclothesforwork.

Me:Haibo,kuthenindingacelwa?

Nkosinathi:Wearenotdoingthiskebaby,thatha

impahlasihambeit’sgettinglate.

Me:Nkosinathi?

Nkosinathi:Thixunathi?



Me:Ndisekhayaapha,haveyouforgottenthat?

Nkosinathi:TrustmeIamverymuchaware.

Me:Thengodukake,andleavemealone.

Nkosinathi:I’mnotleavingyoualone,Imightbring

youbackSundaybutI’mnotleavingyoualone

tonight.

Ididn’tanswerhim,Ijustcollectedtheplates,

washedthemandputtheleftoversinthefridge.His

phonerangandIcouldpickupfromhistoneand

choiceofwordsthathewasbusywithoneofhis

familymembers,Isooooowishedhewouldjust

leavemealonenyhani.JustasIfinishedupe

kitchen,myownphonerangsoIwenttofetchitand

returnedtothekitchensowecouldbothhaveabit

ofprivacy.Ididn’twanttoheariindabazakokwabo

anayway,

Me:OneleMzayi?

Onele:Sandra…Canwetalk?



Me:Awugqibangangokuuthetha?

Onele:Dude,whycan’tyoujustbehappyforme?

Me:Whyca-youknowwhat?Ican’tdothiswithyou.

Onele:Sandramnaeverndakusupport’a,kuyo

yonkeintooyenzayoIhavealwayssupportedyou.

Wenangokuwohlulwakukundisupport’awhenI

triedsohardtoprotectyoufromthis.

Me:Youtriedsohardtoprotectme?Seriously

Onele?

Onele:Ewemfondini…

Me:Sonowitisaboutme?

Shesighed…

Me:YintonieyonangxakiyakhoOnele?

Onele:IknowubuyelenenotatakaMillibut

andikugrumbingalontobecauseIfullyunderstand

it’snoneofmybusiness,IknowyouhateGinger

andI’mnotsayingmthandebutcanyoubemy



sisterforaminute?Please.

Me:Ididn’tsayhlukananendodayakhomna,Ijust

toldyouIhatehimandI’mnotgoingtolikehim

becauseyou’resleepingwithhimOnele.Andiyazi

kebauNkosinathiungenaphikuleconversation,

butdoyouboo.Doyousweety.

Onele:Okay…

Me:Soyouwentaheadandtoldusisiaboutthis?

Onele:Ijustneededsomeonetotalkto,Ididn’ttell

hermuch,pleasedon’ttellheranything.

Me:Sheobviouslycalled,ndcelaubuyelekuyeke.

Onele:Utheniwenakuye?

Me:Whydoesitmatter?

Onele:Itmattersbecauseandikwaziufikendithethe

onethingkantwenasewumxelelesomethingelse,

comeon.

Me:Ididn’ttellheranything.

Onele:Enkosi.



Ididn’trespond.

Onele:Iguess,goodnight?

Me:GoodnightOnele.

Onele:Ayt.

Shehungup.

Nkosinathiwasprobablydoneonhisowncall,butI

didn’tmoveaninchaftertheoneIhadwithmy

sister.Mybodyfeltfrozen,orsomething.Ijustsat

there,lookingintospace.Iwantedtocallmomand

tellheraboutyonkenjelentobutsomethingin

Onele’svoiceheldmeback.ItfeltlikeIcouldheara

cryinhervoice,butitwasn’tacryofhelp…

“Youreadytogo?”

Ilookedup,hewasreallyreadytogo.Ijustwanted

tosleepekhayamna,whycouldn’thejust



understandthatpart?Totopitalloff,Ididn’thave

theenergytofightwithhimaswell.

Me:I’llgopack.

Henod…

Iwenttopack,workclothes,extraPJ’sandgowns

thenweleft.HewenttoSteersandboughtme

milkshake,whichIreallyappreciated,thenhedrove

tohismother’shouse.Ilookedathim,quizzically

so…

Nkosinathi:Iwon’tbelong,lockyourselfinside.

Andheleft,haibo.

[06/26,15:16] :#Onele_28

#Cassandra

IsatinthatcarcursingNkosinathingaphakathi.



Whywouldhetakemeekhayaazondigcabisa

kokwabophandle?Whatkindofselfishnesswas

that?Tchi.

Afteracoupleofminutes,Iloweredtheseatand

closedmyeyes.Itwasnousebeingangryathim,

hewasprobablybusytakingshotsinsidesowhy

notrestabit?SeewhyIneededthewholeweekto

rest?Mydistinctivemindmusthaveknownthat

kuzokwenzekasonkeesisiphithiphithi.Ithenheard

threevoicesnearingthecar,oneofwhichwashis,

thenhisdooropened,followedbytheback

passengerdoorsandIfroze.

Nkosinathi:Ndcelaunyuseiseatbaby.

Islowlydidasheasked,butmymindwasstillstuck

kulepartyokubadidhereallybringoutsomeone,

rather,peopletothecarIwasinwithoutinforming

me?Whathadhappenedtousbeingdiscreetabout

thiswholerelationship?Oncethethreeguysgotin,

hestartedhiscaranddroveoff.Theywerechatting



cheerfullyke,andIpickedupthattheywere

cousins,Iwasjustgladthathedidn'tseemtobein

amoodtointroducemetothem,viceversa.Ididn't

feellikeminglinganyway...

Nkosinathi:Yougood?

Inod,myeyesclosedandmyheadleaningtowards

thedoor.

Nkosinathi:Yousure?

Inodagain.

Hewantedmetotalk,Ididn'twanttotalk.Iwanted

tobeleftalone,ekhaya,becauseIdidn'twanttotalk.

Wegottohishouse,hetookoutmybagsandthen

oneofthethreeguyswenttothedriver'sseatand

revvedoutwiththecar.Oncetheywereout,he

lockedthegate,Iwasalreadywaitingforhimbythe

door.Hetriedtokissmeasheopenedthedoorand

Ibackedup,wahleka.Thatirritatedtheheavensout



ofme,uthiuyamphoxaumntukantiuyamonwabisa?

Yhu!IwalkedinandIwentstraighttothebedroom,

Iundressed,hewalkedinwithmybagsndakhupha

iipj's,ndanxibaandlefthimtherendayozenzelaitea.

Myphonerang,Siki...Iignoredher.Itrangagain,I

ignoredherandthenIheardsomeoneelse'sphone

ringinginthelounge.Iwalkedoverandsaw

Nkosinathi'sphoneonthecoffeetable,Iobviously

couldn'tansweritsoinsteadoftakingittohimor

callinghimdown,Icalledmysisterbackusingmy

ownphonebecause:umntana!

Siki:Hey,ulelealreadyna?

Me:Ha.asisiIwasintheshower,what'sup?

Siki:Oohokay,besendifounelanoTatakaMilli

ndizokubuzaphakuye.

Me:Haha!Yhu,whydidn'tyoucallubhutikeat

least?

Siki:BecauseIknowhe'sstillathomenomkakhe.

Me:Mmh,didyouatleastgetholdofhim?UTata



kaMillion?

Siki:Nope,hedidn'tanswer...

Me:Inobaubusy,lasttimeIspoketohimebesithi

kukhoumcimbikokwabo.

Siki:Oohokay,listen,uCindyiscomingtoCape

TowntomorrowmnangomsoomnyendisauMilli

kumamacozI'mgoingbacktoworksoon.

Me:Oh-kay

Siki:So,incaseikhonaintoebenibawelauyinikela

foryourson,ringCindyup.

Me:Oohokaysisi,I'lltelluNko,mnaandinamali

rightnow.

Siki:Alrightkebaby,nidenarightnoOnele?

Me:Sizobarightsisi,don'tworryyourselfaboutit.

Siki:Youstilldon'twanttotellmewhat'sgoingon?

Me:She'sgoingtotellyoungokwakhe,mlindesisi.

Siki:Mnkq,okay.CanIaskyousomethingabit

morepersonal?



Me:Shoot.

Siki:NibuyelenenoTatakaMilli?

Me:Ha.asisi...

Siki:usure?Imean,benicosytoomuchmanngoku

benilapha,kuphelenalahostilityyayikadeibakhona

xanikwispaceesinye.

OkaynowIcontemplatedonwhetherornotIshould

tellher,butIdecidednotto.Wesaidwewouldn'tlet

themin,Iwasn'tabouttobreakthat.

Me:Weshareason,soultimatelywehavetoget

along,soweareworkingonthatgettingalongpart.

Yenashame,hewantstobeahands-ondadso

much,butheunderstandsthatthetimingisabitoff

andnamandizokwaziukumnikaumntanaabekuye

becauseumntanaayingowamngowasekhayaand

ke,becauseofwhathisparentsdid.

Siki:Ihopeyoudorealizethathisparentsdidyou

wrong,nothim.



Me:Idosisi...

Siki:Webothknowthathestilllovesyou,whenever

you'reready,pleasegivehimanotherchance.

Ididn'trespond,Ifeltthatdeep.

ForsomereasonherwordscutdeepandIwasn't

surprisedbecauseshehadalwaysseengoodin

people,shewastheonlysiblingwhoactuallyliked

Nkosinathi.Shehadnevermadehimfeellikean

outsider,Irememberthattimeatthehospitalwhen

Cindyblewuponhim...

Siki:Loveforgivesmntase,loveispatient.Be

patientwithyourselfyes,butalsowithhim.

Ndiyakwazimnabauyamthanda,we'vespoken

aboutthisbefore.Andifunikeuphosweluthando

ngenxayokucingelaukubasizothini,yesatsome

pointwewereallmadathimbuthehasshownus

anothertohim,wellhe'sshownme.Ontopofthat

asingenindawothina,sonwabileemiziniyethu,

namadodawethu.



Itearedup...

Siki:Youalsodeservetobehappy,andkeuxolo

ukubaunenyei-oubuttheonlymanIknowwilllove

youwithallyourflawsnguTataKaMilli.Isawitin

hiseyes...

Me:Okaysisi,

Siki:Don'tmissyourchanceatlove,happiness

becauseucingelaabanyeabantu.Weonlyliveonce,

andoncewedie,weareforgotten.Unfortunately,

wedon'tgettocomebackandcorrectorlove

anythingagain.It'sdone,over.

Me:Noted.

Siki:Listentomepreaching,haysukagoodnight.

Me:Haha!YoushouldhavebeenaMam'Mfundisi...

Shelaughed,



Me:Thankyouforthepeptalksis,reallydo

appreciateit.

Siki:You'rewelcome.Loveyou,

Me:Loveyou.

Wehungup.

Okay,Icriedabit.Iwasoverwhelmed,the

confirmationthatIwasdoingtherightthingevenif

wewerehidingitforthetimebeing.Butthefact

thatsheconfirmedhithard.

Nkosinathi:Whodied?Whyareyoucrying?

Whendidhegetthere?Wasn'thebathingor

something?Igotupandwenttohughim,Sikiwas

right.Hewastheoneforme.

Nkosinathi:Babydon'ttellmeyouhadanotherfall

outnoOnele!?!



Me:Iloveyou.

Hedidn'trespond,Isqueezedhimtight,he

squeezedtighterandreleasedachunkofbreath.

Me:Ireallyloveyou.

Nkosinathi:Ndiyakuthandanamsthandwasam.

Me:Idon'tdoubtthat...

Nkosinathi:Areyouokay?

Inod,notmovingoutofhisembrace.Hebrushed

myback,anddidn'tsayanythinguntilItookastep

backandkissedhimonthelips,grabbedmyphone

andwalkedbackupthestairsndayolala.He

followedandjustlookedatmeconfusedasIlayin

bed,curledupwaitingforhimtocomeandwarm

thebed.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?



Me:Noonedied,Ididn'tfightwithnoone.Chill.

Nkosinathi:Thenwhyareyouactingsostrange?

Me:TellingyouthatIloveyouisstrange?

Nkosinathi:Cryingoverthephone,talkingto

whosoeveryouweretalkingtoandthentellingme

thatyouloveme,allinaminute?Babythatis

strange.

Ismiled,andlaughed.

Nkosinathi:Ndiseriousmanibabywhat'sgoingon?

Me:IwastalkingtoSiki,shewasbasicallyvouching

foryou.Thatsheseesitinyoureyes,thatyoulove

me.SoIwheneverI'mreadytodateagain,Ishould

firstconsidergivingyouasecondchancebecause

you'retheonlymanthatshethinkscanloveme

right.

Hesmiled,thenblushedandthenrelaxed.He



breathedout,andthenlaughed.

Nkosinathi:KudalawabayifanyamkelaSikiyazi

baby.

Me:Hahahaikengoku.

Nkosinathi:Didyoutellherwe'redating?

Me:Sheasked,Isaidno.Thensheproceededtotell

meyonkekelento.

Nkosinathi:Awu,Sbari!

Ilaughedathowstupidhelookedwithallthatsmile

onhisface,heseemedgenuinelypleasedthatat

leastsomeonefrommysideactuallylikedhim.

Likedtheideaofus.

[06/26,15:16] :#Onele_29

#Cassandra

ThefollowingmorningIwokeuptoalengthytext



fromOnele,Ididn’tevenreadit,itlookedlikean

essayandIwasn’tupforthat.Nkosinathiwasn’tin

bed,soIjustcalleduSisi,Imissedmyson.

Siki:MamakaBhabha?

Me:Molweni,uphiuBhabha?

Siki:Uyavasa,uyakumakhulukalokunamhlanje.

Me:Yhookanene,Iwokeupmissinghim.

Siki:Wewillcallyouwhenwe’redone,orwhenwe

gethome.Justremindme.

Me:OkayI’lldothat,byenow.

Siki:byebaby.

Wehungup,OneleobviouslysawthatIblueticked

hersoshedecidedtocallme…Lord!

Me:LittleSis?

Onele:GoodMorning,unjani?



Me:Ndirightwenaunjani?Whydoyousoundso

down?

Onele:Whydidyoubluetickme?

Me:Yhu,uqumbulelonto?

Onele:Comeon,it’srude!

Me:Ohuxolo,Iclickedonthemessageanddidn’t

evenreaditbecausendiboneilengthyayo,

andikaxukuxinoxukuxaforyoutobombardmewith

essaysndivuka.

Onele:Ohwow,soyoudecidedtoignoreme?

ME:Ididn’tignoreyou,Ihadotherimportant

messagestoattendto,likeattendingtomyson,

beforendihlaleleleyakhoindephantsi.Wasthere

anythingimportantinit?

Shesighed,

Me:Oh-kay,therewasn’t,Iwillwakeupkengoku,

ndiyoxukuxa,makemyselfcerealandthenyou’re



yourmessageandrespondtoit.Areyouokaywith

that?

Onele:Yeah,sure.

Me:Great,ubeneminiemnandi.

Onele:Areyounotgoingtowork?

Me:No.

Onele:Kutheni?

Me:I’moffsick.

Onele:You’reoffsickoryou’resick?

Me:Both.

Onele:Unantoni?Whydidn’tyoutellus?

Bendithethanobhutiandhedidn’tmentionanything

aboutyoubeingsick.

Me:Because,Icanhandleit.I’mnotdying,anikho

laphanonkeit’snotliketherewasanydifference

ebenizoyenzaifIhadtoldya’ll.

Onele:Cassandrauqaleniniwenatonottellyou

familywhenyou’regoingthroughsomething?

Anything?



Isighed,Ithoughtthecallwasaboutamessage

thatIdidn’trespondto,notaninterrogation.

Onele:Didyouatleasttelldadke?

Me:It’sreallynotnecessary,asIsaid,Icanhandle

it.

Onele:Sothat’sano?Wow,uyilekwagqirha?

Me:NdingabaoffemsebenzinithatmeansIhavea

doctor’snoteOnelecanyoustopfussing,haibo!

Onele:Ijustdon’tgetwhyyoudidn’ttellus,like,not

evenuTaSteveke.

Me:Yhohaike,andiyaziufunandithinibecauseI’ve

beentellingyouIcanhandleit.

Onele:Okay,fine.

Me:bye.

Shehungup.



Ireallydidn’topenhermessage,Ihadtolookfor

Nkosinathik’qalasoIgotupandwenttothe

kitchenhewasn’tthere.Icalledhisphoneandit

ranginthelounge,Ifollowedthesoundofitand

sawitonthecouch.Hemusthaveforgottenit,soI

calledithissister…

Asenathi:Hello?Cassandra?

Me:Hi,unjani?

Asenathi:Yintoniingathiuyavuka?

Me:What’sthetimekanti?

Asenathi:Ithoughtyouwereemployedkalokusisi,

Isighed,

Me:Ican’tgetholdofyourbrother,doyouperhaps

knowwhereheis?

Asenthi:He’shereathome,akukhongxaki?

Me:No,I’llcallhimlateron.

Asenathi:Usure?Urightumntana?



Me:Urightumntana,I’llcallhimlateronwethuit’s

fine.

Asenathi:Ndiyakwaziwenaungathiakukhongxaki

kubauthethanam,pleaseholdndimkhangele.

Me:okay.

Iwaited,shefoundhimandthephoneexchanged

handswithoutherevenexplainingwhowasonthe

phone,yesIwaswaitingforthatpart.

Nkosinathi:Hello?

Me:Umntuxaehambauyatsho,orevenleavea

note.

Iheardhimwalking,hecouldhavebeenwalking

awayfromher,orwhoeverhewaswithwhenshe

broughtthephone.Theperksofhavingasecret

relationship.



Nkosinathi:Baby,uxoloman.Lontondilahlene

phone.

Me:Phoneyakhoilaphaendlini,onthecouch.

Nkosinathi:Ohreally?Thanks,ulelekakuhle?

Me:Ijustwantedtoknowusafewethu,byebye.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Sure.

Nkosinathi:Youdon’tlovemeback?

Me:I’mactuallyhungry,byebye.Pleasedon’tdrink

anddrive,youcanalwayscallacab,orulale

kokwenuukubauyazibonauselekakhulu.

Nkosinathi:Or,Icanalwayscallyoutocomeand

fetchme.

Me:I’llswitchmyphoneoffafter8pmsibone

uzofounelabani.

Nkosinathi:Awukatyinebreakfastkodwa

sewucingangocimaiphoneebusuku,mnkqmnkq!



Ilaughedathimandhungup.

Imademyselffood,thenwenttositonthestoep

outsidebaskingonthesun.

DecidedtoopenOnele’sessayanditread:

Mntase,youknowIloveyou,Ireallydoand

ndiyayazinaweyouloveme.Iamnotsurewhat

ubhutitoldyoubutkeasIhavealsotoldyou,yesI

amdatinguGingerandwearedatingwithintention.

IknowheisoldbutIlovehimandhelovesme,I

seeitinhowhetreatsme.AtfirstIthought

ekuhambenikwexeshahewouldchange,maybehe

wasafteryouagainyouknow,lantoyakhenoTata

kaAphiwe…buthehasproventomethathereally

doesloveme.Iamnotaskingyoutolikehim,or

forgivehimforwhatheputyouthrough,allI’m

askingisthatubengusisterwamandsupportme

thesamewayIhavealwayssupportedyou.IknowI

mightbeaskingforalotngokucelalontoseeing

thathisnamestillsendstriggers,soIwillgiveyou

time,youcantakeaslongasyouwant,todigest



this.Ihaven’ttoldourparentsandIwillnottell

them,nawendicelaihlaleaphaphakathikwethu

lento,ubhutiknows,wellbothofthemdosoIthink

I’msafekwelocala.Ifthingsweretoturnsourinthe

future,Iknowtheywouldcometomyrescueeven

thoughtheyalsodonotliketheideaofthiswhole

relationship.IamsorryforthethingsIsaidwhen

welastspokeaboutthis,Ihatekeepingsecrets

fromyou,Ihatethetensionbetweenus,it'sactually

depressing.IknowIwasinconsideratengendlela

endikuphendulengayongalaminibutwithallofthat

beingsaid,IwantyoutoknowthatIloveyouvery

much,andIlovehim.

Seriously,wewerestillhavingthatconversation?

Shemadeitclearmosthatdaywherewestood,

whynowweweregoingbacktothesamething?

Herrelationshipwasntaboutme,whather

boyfrienddidtomewasn'tabouther.Sowhywere

wedoingthis?Irepliedbacktothattext:Okay.



Ireallyhadnothingtosaytoherabouther

relationship,ifoobhutiknewaboutitthenIwascool.

Atleasttheywouldknowwhattodoshouldshefind

herselfintrouble,Gingerwastheirfriendafterall,

theywouldknowaphoabotshwakhona.

Shecalledback,Ilaughed.Iknewshewouldcall

me.

Me:LittleSis?

Onele:Bra,that’sallyou’regoingtosay?Okayqha?

Me:Youdidn’tleaveroomforargumentkaloku,you

weretellingmesookay,ndikuvile.There’snothing

elsetosayreally,yousaideverythingyouwantedto

sayngalamini.

Onele:Soyouwon’tforgivehim?Oraccepthimas

partofmylife?

Me:Whathappenedtotakingmytime?

Onele:Okay,sorry.



Me:It’scool…Listen,IspoketoSikiwathiuMilli

uyezaaphonamhlanje.

Yes,Ichangedthesubjectonpurpose!

[06/26,15:16] :#Onele_30

AfterubhutiwentthroughmyphoneIknewhe

wouldtellCassaboutmysecretsoIgatheredup

couragetodosomyselfbecausehedidn’tknowthe

logisticstoit,Idid.

Sandra:Hey?

Iknewthatshealreadyknew,Iwasright,ubhutihad

alreadytoldherwhatwasgoingon.Shewas

irritatedbuttryingsohardnottogiveaway.

Me:Hey,yousoundbusy...Usharp?



Sandra:I'mbusyyes,butI'mokay.Wena?

Me:Goodgood,howbusyareyou?Iwantusto

talk...

Sandra:We'retalkingrightnow...

Me:it'skindofserious,soI'dneedyoutoeitherbe

sittingdownoratleastbeathomeorsomething.

Sandra:Youcantalk,itsoundsreallyserious.

Ibreathed,Iwassuddenlysweatingandforasplit

secondIwantedtohangupandjustletherbelieve

whateverubhutitoldher.Butmypridewouldn’t

allowmeto,soIswallowedhardandbrokemy

versionofthenewstoher.

Me:Uhm...IwanttoUhm,tellyousomething.AndI

guessIknowthisconversationmightnotendwell

butI'mtiredofhidingstufffromyou...

Sandra:Uyandoyikisakengoku,you'rehidingstuff

specificallyfrommeorfromusasafamily?

Me:You,phofunonke...Ithink...Wellitdoesn't

reallymatternow.



Sandra:Oh-Kay...

Me:MyUhm,newboyfriend...Heisolderthanme

asIsaidbefore.

Sandra:Yes.

Me:AndUhm,youknowhim...

Sandra:Ido?

Butwhywassheforcingit?

Youknowwhenyou’rehavingaconversationwith

someoneandyoucanfeelthatthey’reeither

yawningorrollingtheireyesatyou?Thatwaswhat

Ifeltwhensheaskedthat,shecouldhaveeasily

takenmeoutofmymiseryaveleathi“Iknowyou’re

datingGinger”thensixoxeleyoke,butbecauseit

wasCassandra,Ihadtospellthewholethingoutto

her.

Me:Yes.It'sBongani,heusedtobefriendswithoo

bhutibeforehejoineduSbari,utatakaAphiwetobe

exact.



Shedidn’trespond.

Ididn’tknowwhatwasgoingoninhermind,I

couldn’ttell.

Me:Iknowhe'sold,he'ssomesortofagangstaor

something,butmntaseIlovehim.Hemakesme

feelliketheonlywomanhehaseverlaideyeson,

hemakestimeforme,hemakesmorethanan

effort,hetreatsmereallygoodandIhavenodoubt

thathelovesmetoo.MntasedoIknowyoutwo

havesomebeef,andIwillunderstandifyouhave

somesortofresentmenttowardshim.

Sandra:Idon'thavebeefwithuGingerOnele,Ihate

him.That'sit,andthere'snogoingaroundthat,he

knowsitverywell.YoueitherhavenoideawhatI

wentthroughbecauseofthatmanofyou'rejust

ignorant.I'mnotreallysurerightnowwhathurts

methemost,yousharingabedwithamanwho

almostendedmylifeoryoupraisinghimand

expectingmetounderstandwhyyou'resleeping

withhim.



Iwantedtotellherthatwhateverhedidtoherwas

actuallynoneofmybusiness,Iwasn’tthere,he

wasn’tpartofmylifethen,yeshedidwhathedid

andheowneduptoitbutwhodoesn’tdeserve

secondchancesinlife?

Sandra:Butyou'reeighteennow,right?Youcan

sleepwithwhoeveryouwanttosleepwith,

includingthatsnakeyoucallaboyfriend.

Shelostitthere!

Rightthereshelostit,Iwasmerelydoinghera

favorbytellingheraboutmyrelationship,my

relationshipwasactuallynoneofherbusiness.I

didn’twanthertohearngaphandleorseepictures,

obviouslyIwasn’tgoingtobreakupwithhim

ngenxayakhebuttoactuallyinsinuatethatI’m

sleepingwitha“snake”seriously?Shewasthetwo-

facedonehere,secretlysleepingwiththemanwho

leftherwhensheneededhimmost.YesIloved

TatakaMilli,andIwouldrootforhimanyday



becausehehadalwaysbeengenuinebutInever

askedherabouthimeventhoughIcouldtellthey

weretogether.

Sheblastedoutonme,shewasstillangryIcould

tell,buttoblastoutonmeayekeiculpritengutata

kaAphiwenosisiwhoshother?Thatwassome

bullshitrightthere.Shesaidquitealotofhurtful

stuff,wandiqwelawhenshedisownedmeasher

sister,like,reallynow?

Me:Allbecauseofaman?SeriouslyCassandra?

Sandra:NoOnele,allbecauseyouchoseaman

overyoursister!!!!Youdidthis,youknewverywell

whatheputmethroughandyoustillchosehim

overmedammit!

Me:HedidallofthattoYOU,notme!WhymustI

thensuffer?

Sandra:Oohinjalongoku?

Me:SandrayouknowhowmuchI'vebeeninyour



corner,I'vealwayschosenyou.I'vealwaysbacked

youup,I'vealwaysbeenyourcheerleader...Butthis

once,justthisonetimewhenIneedyouinmyown

corneryoumakethewholesituationaboutyou?

Yho!

Sandra:Ifthisisn'taboutmethenwhyareyou

tellingmethis?Ndingenaphikwirelationshipyakho

oyifihlayoOnele?

Shewasright,whydidIbothermyself?

Itwasnoneofherbusinessbutndamnyanzelakuyo

knowingfullywellthatshewasn’tgoingtotakeit

well,norsupportmebecauseuGingerwas

“indlavini”emehlweniwakhe.WhydidIeventhink

shewouldsupportmyrelationshipwithhiminthe

firstplace?

Afterwehungup,IcalledGinger,Iwasupset…

Ginger:Baby?



Me:Areyoustillaround?

Ginger:Yeah,what’sup?

Me:Nd’celauzondithatha.

Ginger:Andyourfolks?

Me:Idon’tcare,pleasejustcomefetchme.

Ginger:Oh-kay…

Ihungup,grabbedajacketandwalkedoutofmy

room.

Mama:UyaphinaNtombi?

Me:Ndisathathaiwalk.

Steve:Didyouseethetime?Yiwalkeyaphileyo?

Me:Farawayfromyou.

Helaughed,IreallywalkedoutandtextedGingeron

mywaytothebusstop.Ididn’tcare,Ijustwanted

tobeawayfromallofthemforafewminutes.



Ndibaphekelemos,batyabahlutha,whatelsedid

theywantfromme?
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Hetookanentirehourtogettome,whatwashe

doingallthetime?

Ididn’tevengreethim,Igotinhiscarandwedrove

offinsilence.HewenttoNando’sdrive-thru,bought

food,wenttoTopsandboughtalcoholthenwe

wenttowherehewasstaying.Iinitiallywantedto

turnmyphoneoff,butthethoughtofhavingmom

panicovernothingstoppedme,

Iremovedmyshoesandjacketthenjumpedonto

hisbedwithaloudsigh.Hecameinwiththefood

andbooze,satyawithoutsayingaword.Atfirstit

wasweird,thathewasn’taskingquestions,thenI

justappreciatedthathedidn’t.Whenweweredone

eatingwejustlaythere,onourbacks,hewas

smoking,Iwasthinking.



Me:IspoketoCassandra.

Ginger:Ifigured.

Me:Shebasicallydisownedme.

Ginger:Idon’tblameher.

Me:What?

Iliterallyjumpedup,whywashetakingherside?

Ginger:Isaid,Idon’tblameher.

Me:You’resupposedtobeonmyside,whatthehell?

Ginger:Iamonyoursidebabe,trustmeIam.

Me:Butyoujustsaidyoudidn’tblameherfor

disowningme,how’sthatbeingonmyside?

Hebreathed,putouthiscigaretteandturnedtoface

me,Iwasstillsittingonmyheels.



Ginger:Alothappened,mostofwhichmaybeyou

werenottoldbutIwasthere,Iknowand

understandthetraumashe’sin.

Me:Idon’tbelievethis.

Ginger:Baby,I’mnotmakingexcusesforher,allI’m

sayingisthatIdon’tblameher.Thatdoesn’tmean

youshouldn’t,ifyouwant,blameher.

Ishookmyhead,grabbedaSavannaanddowned

halfofitinacoupleofseconds.

Ginger:ItoldyoubeforethatIloveyouandI’mnot

goinganywhereunlesswell,youwantmeto.Not

thatI’lljusttakethat,butyouknow…

Me:Youjustsatthere,andtookCassandra’sside.

Really?Myownboyfriendjustsatthere,listenedto

meventingandthentookmysister’sside?W-



Hesmashedhislipsontomine,Iwasmadathim

buttheminuteIfelthislips,tastedthestaunchy

tasteofcigarette,myentirestrengthdieddown.

Faded.Flewoutthewindow.Ijustfroze,feeling

defeatedforthefirstfewsecondsofthatmoment,

andthenwhenIrealizedthathewasn’tgonnastop,

Ikissedhimback.OnceIwascalm,hestopped,and

lookedatme.

Ginger:UngenaphiuCassandrakwirelationship

yethu?

Me:Akangenindawo.

Ginger:Thenwhyareyousweating?

Me:She’smydamnedsister,Ialwayssupporther,

whycan’tshedothesame?

Ginger:Didsheeverbegyouto?

Ididn’trespond.



Ginger:Didsheeverforceyouto?

Irolledmyeyesathim.

Ginger:Thenmyeke,youdidyourpart,whenthe

timeisrightizophindaiberightirelationshipyenu.

Don’tforceherintoanything,intoezoveleyenzeke

kukubanizoxabanaoko.

Me:She’sjustselfish.

Ginger:Andizoyiphendulakelonto,butmyeke

elahloboalilo.It’snotlikeyouneedanythingfrom

her,andunabomosooSikinoCindyasextra

sistersawukhodependentkuyeyedwa,right?

Me:Right.

Ginger:Great,nowwemoveon…amIgettingsome

tonightoryou’regoingbackhome?

Me:I’mgoingbackhome,rightafterIgiveyou

some.



Hekissedmeagain,andjustasweweregetting

naked,momcalled.

Talkaboutbadtiming!

Me:Mama?

Mama:UphinaOnelekuhlwile,awuboniwenaba

kusebusuku?

Me:Ndiyabonamama,ndiyeza.

Mama:Uyezauphi?

Me:Ndilaphamama.

Mama:UlaphaphiOneleman?Yey

sundiphambanisawena.

Irolledmyeyes,andGingerjustlaughedand

walkedouttothebathroom.

Mama:Onele,kuphiapha?

Me:Andiyazilendawo,butndiyeza.



Mama:Hehehe!Hayzangendayiva.

Me:Ndiyezamamakaloku.

Shehungup.

Iburstoutlaughing,Gingercamebackandlooked

atmethenhestartedlaughingagain.

Ginger:Ndilaphamama?Really?

Me:Shutup!

Hewashavingthetimeofhislife,andinthat

moment,Igot,grabbedmyclothesandgotdressed.

HeonlynoticedwhenIwasputtingtheshoeson,he

camearoundthebedandgrabbedoneshoe,

Me:Asozeke!

Ginger:Haibo,uyahambanyhani?

Me:Dude,please.



Ginger:Justoneke?

Me:No,

Ginger:half?

Me:Half?What’sthat?Youknowwhat,don’tanswer

that.Nd’celaisihlangusamplease.

Ginger:Babycomeon,please.

Iignoredhim,

Ginger:Please?

Hecametoholdme,Iwriggledmyselffreefromhis

embrace.

Me:Ndiyekendigodukebra.

Ginger:BrawakhonguStephenson!

NowIlaughedathim,hefinallygavemetheshoe,

bathingmeinkissesashetiedthelaces.He

grabbedapacketofchipsthatwasonthetableas



wewalkedout.Iwasn’tnecessarilytipsy,butIwas

warmenough.Wegottomystreetandhestopped

thecar,heactuallyparkedphambikomnyeumzi

ndamjonga,

Ginger:Let’sratherwalk.

Me:You’llleaveyourcarhere?

Ginger:Yes,it’snotfarfromyourhouse.

Ndizoyibonaaswego.

Me:yho,unesibindi.

Wegotout,andhewalkedmehome.

Iunderstoodwhy,bendithendiyezaandndiyaziwa

baandinafriendszinemotosobendizothi

ndivelaphiemotwenientle?Wejustfistbumpedas

wereachedmygatethenheslowlywalkedbackto

hiscar,makingsurethatIwasalreadyinsidethe

housebeforehevanishedintothedarknessofthe

night.



Kuphindekubekhoabantuabathiakandithandi?

Mxm!
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Iwalkedin,lockedthedoorandwalkedstraightto

myroom.Momwaspatientlywaitingformeinthe

lounge,withLionelofcourse,gladitwasn'tSteve,

butthenIpretendedasthoughIhadn'tseenthem.

Mama:HehOneleMzayi!

Me:Ma?

Mama:Uthiuvelaphielixesha?

Me:Ndivelothathaiwalkmama.

Ihadstoppedonmytracksimmediatelyaftershe

calledoutmyname.

Mama:Uvelothathaiwalk?Elixesha?



Ididn'trespond,

Mama:HehOnele,uqalaamakhwenkwengoku?

Lionel:Uyawaqala?

Mama:Thulawena!

Iwantedtolaugh,uzithandagqithiizinto.

Ebengenaphi?Momlookedatmewaitingforan

answer...

Me:Hayimama.

Mama:Qhawehlelwayintoni?

Isighed,butiwalknamakhwenkwezidibanaphi?

Mama:Ngaskeuyaziukubawedon'tneedanother

childaphendlini,uCassandrawayofundaeBhayi

wabuyanoThixukhona,awukaqalisikewena



nopakishaukuyakulaPretoriayebhongoyet

unyawolwakhoselubatshaza.

Me:Okaymama.

Mama:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouwoulddecideto

justtakeawalkebusukuwhenyouknowhow

dangerousthisplacecanbe,ingaskeuyofunda

eKapabheteresothatSandracankeepaneyeon

you.Ndiskeandakuthemba.

Me:SothishadtobeaboutCassandra?

Mama:Uthini?

Me:Yonkintoaphakulendlurevolvesaround

Cassandra,likeseriously?

Lionel:WatchyourtonewenaSbhanxandini.

Me:Andisozendibesisomnaisibhanxabhutibut

naweuyayaziinyani.

Mama:UtyeutywalaOnele?Kutheniuzothetha

isigezokwamngobusuku?

Me:Toxictraitsziqalakanjekemama,we'remerely

havingaconversationandI'mvoicingouthowIfeel

nowndibizwaisibhanxaekhayaandontopofthat



uyandithukauthindityeutywala?Okayfine,

andizophindakendithetheinyani.

Mama:DidyoujustsayI'mtoxicOndle?

Me:Yhoha.a,goodnightinibethuna.

Iwalkedtomyroom,gotinandlockedit.Iknew

oneofthemwouldfollowmeandIwasn'tinthe

moodforanypeptalk,Ijustwantedtosleep.

Iheardsomeoneopeningthedoor,well,turningthe

knobandjustsmiledattheirfrustration,thenthey

knockedandIignoredthem.Myphonerang,

Lionel...Irejectedhiscallgqibandalala.

WhenIwokeupinthemorningGingerhadleftthe

country,leftmeamessagesayingthathe'dbeback

inthreeifnottwoweeksbutIknewhowtogethold

ofhim.Idreadedgettingupandfacingthefamily,

butIwashungrysoIwokeupandwenttothe

kitcheninmypj's,dadwashavingbreakfastinthe



loungesoIgreetedhimandwenttomakemyself

cerealthenIjoinedhim.Afterafewminutesof

silence,hewaswatchingthenewsChannel,the

loweredthevolumeandlookedatme.Ijustfocused

onthemilkinfrontofme.

Dad:Whathappenedlastnight?

Ididn'tanswerhim,

Dad:Onele?

Me:Tata?

Dad:Whathappenedlastnight?

Me:PhiTata?

Dad:Betweenyouandyourmother?

Me:ShewasupsetthatIwentforawalkafter

servingdinner.

Dad:that'sit?

Me:That'sallIcanrecallTata.



Henod,andthenmomwalkedin,asifshehadbeen

waitingformetogiveananswer.Shedidn'teven

greet,shejustsatacrossherhusbandandlooked

atmeondisgust,

Mama:Ulelenjani?

Me:Kakuhlemama.

Mama:Behlaubuthongoafterdisrespectingmelike

that?

Ididn'trespondtothat,Iwasn'tgoingto.

Me:Iunderstandyouhaveanopinion,butingaske

ubenendlelayothetha.Notonlyaphaendlini,

usezohlalanabantuabangakwaziyoandyou'll

misrepresentusngalendlelaoyiyo.

Ijustcontinuedeating,



Me:Allofyoursisterswereonceteenagers,andall

ofthemdidtheirmistakesbutnoneofthemever

spoketomethewayyouspoketomelastnight.

Iguessthat'swhereIwassupposedtoapologize?

Mama:Youknowhowhardweworkforallofyou,

yourbrothersincluded,Idon'tunderstandwhyit's

sodifficultforyoutolearnfromyoursister's

mistakes.

Me:AreyoustillcomparingmetoCassandra?

Again?

Mama:Iamnotcomparingyou,Iamjustgivingyou

anexamplethatyouwillunderstand.

Ididn'trespondke,

Mama:Youwereneveratroublesometeenager,



iyandothusaleattitudeunayomvanjeatyour

almostadolescentstageandIdon'tunderstandba

ivelaphi.

Dad:Whydoyoufeellikeyourmomiscomparing

youtoyoursister?

Me:Everyonedoes,it'snotonlymom.

Dad:Okay...

Me:Iunderstandthatweoughttolearnfromothers

people'smistakesbutbethunacanIjustbeallowed

tomakemyown?Livemyownlife?Withoutbeing

expectedtobeliketheperfectCassandra!

Theydidn'trespond,dadwaskindofshocked.

Me:Iamnother,Iwillneverbeher.Irefusefuthito

betreatedlikeI'mnotnormaljustbecauseI'mnot

liketheperfectCassandrathateverybodyloves.

Mama:TheperfectCassandra?Zintoozithathaphi

eziuzithethayoOnele?



Me:Everytimendishout'waaphait'sCassandra

this,Cassandrathat.Seriously?AkhoAsandake,or

Cindy,orevenbetter....Siki!Nowthat'saperfect

exampleeninondishout'aandcomparemeto,sis

Sikiatleastshe'stheonlypersonkulendluwho

neverhadachildesafunda.Shewaiteduntilshe

wasfinanciallystable,ningandixelelingo

Cassandramna.

IfeltlikeIwasreallysweating,butIjustcouldn't

shutup.

Me:ThesameCassandrathatI'mbeingcompared

tofellpregnantforamanalmostasoldasoobhuti,

helefthertofacethehumiliationalone,hecomes

backandhe'ssuddenlytheperfectfather?Tataka

Millisentthis,TatakaMillisentthat!Wherethehell

washewhenhewasreallyneeded,ebephi?

KuphindekuthweCassandrathis,Cassandrathat?

SoinfactwhatyalltryingtotellmeisthatImustat

leastgettomythirdyearinVarsity,findanolder



boyfriendwhoisfinanciallystableandthenfall

pregnantforhimsothatIcanhaveacarasagift?

Isthatwhatyou'resayingmama,becausethat's

practicallyhowCassandra'slifeplayedout.

Imusthavebeenblabbingtoomuchbecausedidn't

seehergettingupfromherseat,butIfeltherhot

slapacrossmyfaceandIhadaminiblackout.

Iwokeuptoaglassofcoldwatersplashedontomy

face,Ijustwipedthewateroffandtookmybowlto

thekitchen,cametobacktofetchmyphoneand

dadaskedmetositdown.

Dad:I'msureyourmotherdidnotmeanyonkelento

ngalendlelaoyithathengayo,Iunderstandwhere

you'recomingfromandIapologizeforeveryone

whohasevercompareyoutoanyone.Notjustto

Cassandrabuttoanyofyoursisters.

Me:EnkosiTata.



Dad:Nowdomethisonefavor?

Me:Okay?

Dad:Donotfallpregnant,that'sallI'maskingfrom

you.Ungamithi.

Inod,hewasn'tmadatme,hewasjustconcerned.

Dad:Ifyoudomethatonefavor,I'llbuyyouthatcar

onyourgraduation,justlikeIwouldhaveboughtit

forallyoursistershadtheywaitedalittlebitlonger.

Me:OkayTata.Enkosiforunderstanding.

Dad:It'sokay,

Iexcusedmyselfandwenttomyroomndafika

ubhutiepha,layingonmybedonhisback.

Me:Uxolobhuti,

Hegotup,Igotunderthecoversandjustwaitedfor



himtosaywhateverhehadcometosay.

Lionel:UyayazimosbauGingerisnotworthit?

Me:WhenlastdidyouspeaktoAsanda?

Lionel:Andiyazi,why?

Me:Ifeellikewefailedher,evenifwedidn't

vocalizeitbutwealltookCassandra'ssideand

forgotthatnosisineededusashersiblingskulanto

yenzekayongalamini.

Lionel:Well,sinceyou'redatingherexhusband's

righthandman,dotherightthingandreachoutto

her.

Me:Iwill,becauseIwillalsoneedsomeoneinmy

cornersomeday.Sincetherestofthefamilyisso

investedonSandra.

Lionel:Iguessshedidn'tapproveofyour

relationship?

Me:Ididn'texpectherto,butIhatethefactthatshe

madeitabouther.



Lionel:Thenwhydidyoutellherinthefirstplace?

Youmadeitallabouthertheminuteyousleptwith

Gingerandthendecidedyou'regonnatellher.You

involvedher,I'mquitesureebengazoyekaukuba

yindodakhouGingerukubaubungamxelelangau

Sandra.

Me:I...Mxm,doesn'tmatterwethu.Ndidikiweqha

kubenindicomparishanaye,ndapasakakuhle

kufakwayena,ndaphekakufakwayena,andaya

ecawenikufakwathesameperson,ndanekwekwe

kufakwakwaloCassandra?

Hejustlaughedatme,that'swhyIwasgladhe

wasn'tSteve...Steveisverystrict.Hewouldhave

beatentheheavensoutofmybodykwaphezolo.
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Lionel:Ngaskeuyazibafamilyisallyou'lleverhave,

bazofikaooGingerwithalltheirsweetwordsand

whateverelseitisthattheyoffer,butbazophinda

bahambeushiyekewithyourfamily.Itisneverwise



ke,tochooseamanoveryourfamily,askAsanda

whenyoureconcilewithhershewilltellyouhow

difficultitcanbe.Nobaunganemaliengakanani

whenyouchooseanoutsideroveryourfamilyyou

willneverexperiencelovelikethatofyourfamily,

andyouwillneverbeentirelyatpeace.Ewe

ungazixokisauthiyoudon'tcare,andwhatnot,but

deepdown,youknowthetruthanditstingsdeeper

whennooneiswatching.

Iheardeverylittlewordhesaid,Ijustdidn'thavean

answerforhim.Hedidn'tsoundlike

uyandishwabulelabuttherewasaglintofconcern

andcareinwhathewassaying.

Lionel:I'malwaysaphonecallaway,eitherway.

Me:Enkosibhuti.

Thenhewalkedout,closingmydoor.Igotupand

wenttolockitjustincaseoneoftheparents



decidedtocomeinforapeptalk...Isattherefora

minuteandwentoverwhathehadjustsaid,thenI

decidedtocallsisAsanda...

Asanda:Hello,Nelle?

Me:Sisi,unjani?

Asanda:I'mhappyyoucalled,niyanqabanonke

sana.Unjaniwena?

Me:I'mokaysisi...Bendizobuzabaniyabuya?

Asanda:Uhm...

Me:OrniyakosisieBhayi?

Asanda:UyamaziuAphiwengendawoenoSandra,

lasttimeIcheckedhewasgoingtoher.Thina

sizohlalaaphakulonyakaman.

Me:Great,ndicelaukuzakwakhoke?

Thentherewasamomentofsilence...



Me:Sisi?

Asanda:Yeahuhm,usure?

Me:Haibosisi,ndimmosocelayo.

Asanda:Ohyeah,noakhoproblemungezaanytime.

Me:Okayke,I'llcallyouxandisizasothat

uyondikhawulela.

Asanda:Alrightnontombi,

Me:Byebyeke.

Asanda:Bye.

Ihungup,sheseemedshockedthatIwouldwantto

visitthemanditwasunderstandablebecauselast

timeIwasthereIwaswithSandra,zangesiphinde

siyeafterlaincident.

Ilayonmybackthinking,thenGingercalled....

Me:Baby?

Ginger:Baby,unjani?



Me:I'mokay,you?

Ginger:Yousureyou'reokay?

Me:I'mfine,really.

Ginger:Youdon'tsoundconvincing.

Isighed,

Ginger:It'sokayifyoudon'twanttotalkaboutit,I

wasjustcheckinguponyou.

Me:I'mokay,nyhani.Thankyouforthis...

Ginger:Okay,listen,I'mbuyingahouseinPretoria

andIthoughtyou'dwanttogoandviewitwithme

obuyakwamintwoweekstime.

Me:Sure,noproblem.

Ginger:Ayizokufakaengxakininabazalilonto?

Me:Nah,Milliwillkeepthempreoccupiedwethu

andndiyakusisisoonso...

Ginger:SikiorAsanda?



Me:Asanda,

Ginger:Oh,really?

Me:Yep,butIstillhavetoaskforimalikutataor

andisengokwakhe.

Ginger:I'llsendyoumoney,

Me:No,pleasedon't.Youcansendmemoney

xasendiphayabutthisonehastocomeoutfrom

them,ngaboabazaliapha.

Helaughed,

Ginger:Okaysisi,noted.How'sCass?

Me:Idon'tknow,don'tcareandreallydon'twantto

talkabouther.

Ginger:Yesma'am,

Me:Howareyou?Yousoundexcited.

Ginger:Iam,thingsarelookinggoodandyesI'm

buyingahouseinSouthAfrica,meaningIdon't



havetodolobackandforthanymoreaslongasI

steerawayfromyourfamilythenIshouldbegood.

Me:Haha!Archenemy.

Webothlaughed,theconversationcontinueduntilI

actuallybeggedhimtohangup,Iwantedtotakea

walkandbreathe.SoIgotup,tookashowerand

wentout,foundmomandhertwofriendsdrinking

cooldrinks,Ijustgreetedandwalkedout.Normally,

shewouldcallaftermeandaskndiyaphi,butshe

didn't.Iwalkedaroundthehood,andsawsome

girlsImetkwiinter-schoolsanddecidedtojustchill

withthemforawhile.Acar,blackwithtinted

windowsstoppedrightwherewesat,andwelooked

ateachother...Theguyloweredhiswindowand

signaledformetogotohim,Irolledmyeyesand

continuedwiththeconversationwewerehaving.

Wohlikafromhiscarandcametous,

Ntsika:Ladies,

Girls:Hey



Ntsika:Nd'celanindibolekelosisiman,

ndizombuyisainaminute.

Thegirlslookedatme,Ilookedathimquizzically.

Ntsika:Oneminute,please.

Igotupandfollowedhim,onlybecausehesaid

please.ButonethingIwasn'tgoingtodowastoget

inhiscar,ndingamazi.Istoodatashortdistance

fromhim,butabitfurtherfromthegirls.

Me:HowcanIhelpyou?

Ntsika:MynameisNtsika,ndihlalaeDurbanbut

ekhayakulaphangasentla.

Me:Okay?

Ntsika:IsawyouinDurbanawhileagoandI

wantedtocometoyoubutyouwerewithsome

otherguy,I'mnotsureifitwasoneofyourbrothers



na.

Me:Oneofmybrothers?Uyandazi?

Ntsika:I'veseenyouaroundxandibuyileinthepast

years,sothat'swhyIwasabletorecognizeyou.

Me:Okay,sondingakuncedangantoni?

Ntsika:Howaboutyournamefirst?Andthenyour

number?

Me:Yhobruh,yourminuteisover.

Ntsika:Comeon,please.

Me:Youcouldhavejusttoldmewhatyouwant,

uyekeizitorieziundixelelazona.

Ntsika:Ndifunawenake.

Me:Ufunamna?Yintonieyakhoekum?

Ntsika:Ilikeyou,andI'dliketogettoknowyou

better.Please?

Me:ThemanyousawmewithinDurbanismy

boyfriend,notanyofmybrothers.



Iwinkedathisshockandreturnedtothegirls,one

ofthem,Sisandawastakenbytheguy.Shecouldn't

stopdrooling,shewatchedhimuntilhiscar

disappearedandthenshelookedatme.

Me:Yintoni?

Sisanda:Who'she?Where'shefrom?

Me:Andimazi.

Sisanda:Whatdoyoumeanawumazi?Kantiwhat

didhetellyou?

Me:ThathisnameisNtsikaanduhlalangasentla,

that'sit.

Sisanda:Uyakufunachomi?

Me:Ithinkthatmuchisobvious.

Shescreamed,wealllookedatherandlaughed.

Sisanda:He'scutehaibo,hopefullyumnikilekei



numberyakho.

Me:Nope.

TheyalllookedatmelikeIwascrazy...

Me:Ihaveaboyfriendbethuna,andI'mnotlooking

foranotherone.

Sisanda:Yhohaikendizamthathamna,uthe

uhlalaphingasentla?

Oneofthegirls,recognizedasMbalispokeup,still

laughingatSisanda.

Mbali:He'smybrother.

Weallfroze,andshelaughedevenmore.

Me:UyaxokaMbali!

Mbali:I'mserious,heworksinDurbanandhe



comeshometwiceinayear,whenhe'sonleave

ngoJuneandnow,xabevalileemsebenzini.

Sisanda:Mbalimntase,mnikeinumberyamu

brotherwakho.Ndiyakucela!

Mbali:I'drathernot,xaefunawenauzozakuwesisi.

Okwangoku,ufunauOnele!

Sisanda:UmvilemosuOneleuthiakamfuniandu

nomntuwakheyena.

Mbali:ThathasneverstoppedNtsikabefore,Idon't

seehowit'sgonnastophimnow.

Me:Haikehaike,utheniuNtsikawakokwenu

akamvauhayi?

Shelaughed,

Mbali:Hejusthasamindofhisown,andnowthat

he'sseenmewithyou,he'sgonnabenaggingme

ofikakwamendlini.

Me:Goodthingyoudon'thavemynumber.



Mbali:Gettingyournumberwillnotbeaproblemfor

him,xaeserious,he'sjustentertainingyou

ngoyicela.

Wealllookedather,shewasn'tjoking.

Asiphe,oneofthegirlslookedatMbaliandasked,

"Mbaliligintsaubhutiwakho?"Iwantedtolaugh,but

therewassomethinginMbali'sfacethatdrewmein.

Shequicklysmiledandresponded,"Akhange

nditsho,qhandithixaeyifunanyhaniinumberka

Onelehe'sgonnahaveit.Nobaakayifumenangaku

Onele,"

Sisanda:Uzayifumanaphikaloku?

Mbali:haikeIdon'tknow.

Me:HeyMbali,umxeleletorhoifhereallyloves

himselfandhislifenjeasawhole,makandiyeke

mna.ShowhimiipictureszikaSisandaandtellhim

she'sinlovewithhim.



Sisanda:Yhuuuuuchomi,ndimfunaaphakumu

Ntsika!YhoMbalimhleubhutiwakhorha!

Welaughedather,shewasreallytaken.And,he

wasreallycute,honestlyspeaking.
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Aftersometimetheywalkedmehome,then

bagodukacozbonkebebehlalangasentla.Ifound

dadehamba,yhondam'misa.

Me:Awufuniukhatshwa?

Dad:Ndizobuyalatekakhulu.

Me:Urightkaloku,I'mboredhere,please?

Dad:Gotakeajacketkesihambe.

Isprintedungenaendlini,wentstraighttomyroom,

grabbedajacketandranbackoutbeforemom



couldsayanything.Wedroveaway,Iwantedtoask

forpermissiontovisitusisimorethananything...

Me:Tata?

Heeyedme,

Me:Ndcelauyakusisi...

Dad:Omphi?

Me:uAsanda.

Dad:Okay,nini?

Me:Anytimeyouhavemoney,andenzintongokuI'm

practicallydonewithschool,resultszizophumango

Januarysoakhontondiyihleleleyoaphatobe

honest.

Dad:Okay,I'llhaveawordwithyourmomandthen

I'lltakeyouifuyavuma.

Me:Okayenkosi.



Dad:NawekeuqaleucelekuAsanda,maybeshe

hasplansoruzangapha.

Me:Ispokewithheralready,they'renotcomingthis

yearandshe'sokaywithmevisitingthem.

Dad:Ohokay,noSandrauhambanawe?

Me:AndiqondiTata,butI'msureshemissesher

sonsokumeleazengapha.

Dad:Ooh,okay,I'llhaveawordwithyourmother

latertonightke.

Me:Thankyou.

Thatwasit,hewenttoaboutfourplacesandIgot

outwithhimkwey'1qhaKubaitwaspeopleIknew

fromchurchandtheyhadabantwanaabalingana

namsowhilehewasbusywithwhateverhewas

doingwiththeelders,Imingledwiththekidsandwe

hadlunchphaya.Bythetimewewentbackhome,it

wasreallydarkandbhuticalledme...

Me:Bhuti?



Lionel:Uphi?

Me:I'mwithdad.

Lionel:Oohokay,sharp.

Me:Sure.

Dadlaughed,Ijustrolledmyeyes.

Wegothomeandmomhadn'tcookeddinner,she

arguedthatNdimintombiIshouldhavecooked

dinnerinsteadofrunningaroundemvakotata

ngathikukhointoelumayoendlini.Haike,Ialso

didn'tcook,Iwasn'tgoingtokefuthi,pastninein

theevening?Dadmadehimselfcoffeewithrusks

wahambawayolala,Iwenttomyownroomand

lockedit.Haha,Ihadgrownintothehabitoflocking

thedoorbecauseIdidn'twantuninvitedpersonsto

justbargein.

Icalledmyboyfriendbeforendilale...



Ginger:MrsMe.

Me:Andisakukhumbuli.

Ginger:Iknow,thefeelingismutual.Howwasyour

day?

Me:Itwasgood,utatauvumilebandiyekusisibut

healsohastoconfirmwithmom.Whichcouldtake

awrongturn,butwewaitandsee.

Ginger:Mh,okay.That'sgoodnews.

Me:Yeah,howwasyourday?

Ginger:Konkekuhambakahlebaby,honestly.

Me:That'sgreat.Goodnightke.

Ginger:Soearly?

Me:It'spastninebhuti,pastnine.

Helaughed,

Ginger:Okaylalakenontombi,I'llcallyouinthe

morning.

Me:Didyoujustcallmenontombi?



Helaughedandhungup,Ismiledandputthephone

away.AndthenamessagebeepedjustasI

switchedoffthebedsidelamp,

"Ireallydolikeyou,andIgetthatyouhavea

boyfriend,butthatdoesn'treallymeananything.

He'snotyourhusband,"

IreadthemessageagainandIknewngulaNtsika!I

calledhim,

Ntsika:Sthandwasentliziyoyam.

Me:Stha-what?

Helaughed,addingtomyannoyance.

Me:Uyithathaphiinumberyam?

Ntsika:That'snotreallyimportant...



Me:Ntsika!Wherethehelldidyougetmynumber?

Ntsika:Icanimagineyourcheeksbloodshotred

ngumsindorightnow,abeautifulnaturalblushI

say...

Me:Hayini!

Ntsika:You'rebeautiful,likereallybeautifulmfethu

andIknowthatwebelongtogether.Yourplaceis

righthere,nexttome.

Me:Mamelaaphakendoda,sukundiqhelakeuyeva?

Idon'tcarewhereyougotmynumber,orhowyou

gotit,butplease,sundiqhelakakubimna.Do

yourselfafavoranddeleteitfuthi.

Helaughed,ohmyword!Ifeltmystomachturn,

Me:Iyahlekisa?

Ntsika:Actually,yes.BecauseI'mgonnaremind

youonedayanduzoyihlekanawe.

Me:Ntsika!?



Ntsika:I'dfeelbetterbaungathibaby,okanyeke

uthiNtsikayomziwam.

Me:Utshayantoni?

Ntsika:Iamnotasmoker,butIdodrinkcognac

occasionally.

Me:Sunxilelakumke.

Ntsika:Ubaunoyaziandinxiliswanganabutywala

thistimearound,ndinxiliswenguwe.Yhoumhle

mntanawomnyeumama,

Idon'tknowwhyIcalmeddownwhenhesaidthat,

butIsuddenlyfeltatpeace.Calm.Weird.

Me:OkayfineIgetthatndimhle,enkosi,nowplease

leavemealone.

Ntsika:Leaveyoualone?HayOnelesudlalangam

apha,I'mnotgoingtoleaveyoualonetu.

Me:Andikufunimosmna,yintonikengokuingxaki

yakho?



Ntsika:Ndiyakufunamosmna,yintonikengoku

ingxakiapho?

Me:Awuphilangawena.

Ntsika:Ndiguliswanguwe,khazondinyanga.

Hayndamhleka,

Ntsika:Oohdamn,thesoundofyourvoicejust

meltediceinmyheart.

Me:TyhiniThixo,haylithunyelo!

Ihungup.

Putthephoneawayandstaredintothedarkroom,

andthenIjustlaughed.Hewasinsane,hewas

sick...Weird.

[06/26,15:17] :#Onele35

#Cassandra



Istayedinsomeone’ssons’housealone,thatentire

daybecausehewasattendingthathouse-opening

ceremonyathismom’snewplace.Idreadedthe

thoughtofgoingbacktoworkonMondaybutIhad

to.Argh!

IntheafternoonIstartedpreparingfordinner,I

didn’tevenbotheraskingifhewasgoingtocome

back,becauseIknewtherewasaninetypercent

chancethathewasn’tgoingto.Kukokwabophaya

andwithalmosteverycousinaround,theywere

boundtohavefun.Iwantedhimtohavefun,he

neededthataftereverythinghehadgonethrough

alone,wellwithme,butalonebecausehedidn’t

wanttoinvolvehisfamilyinit.WhenIwasdone

cooking,Iwatchedamovie.Asandacalledandfor

somereasonIwasn’tirritated,itwasactuallya

refreshingsurprise.

Me:Hellosisi?

Asanda:Hey,unjani?



Me:Ndiright,unjaniwena?

Asanda:Ndirightnam…

Thentherewassilence,awkward.

Me:Bekungekhontosisi?

Shesighedfirst,thensheanswered.

Asanda:Actuallyno,qhabendikujonga.Uyanqaba.

Me:Ohokay,niyabuyangoDecember?

Asanda:Ha.ababe,

Me:Haibo,nabantwanaawuzobazisa?

Shehesitated,

Asanda:uyamaziuAphiwengendawoenawe,

ebetheuzokufounelaandasktospendthefestive

withyouinCapeTown.



Me:Ndiyagodukamna,kalokusiyavala

emsebenziniandImissmyson.Buthecancomeif

hedoesn’tminduhlalanoomakhulubakheifestive

yonke.

Shelaughed,

Asanda:Ndizokhendimxelele…

Me:Wenakutheniungagoduki?

Asanda:Iguess…afteryonkeladramayo

S’thembeleizintozaatshintshaSandra,kuthisonke,

evenifkeabanyebayazamatonotshowbutIcan

feelthatthingschanged.

Okaynowwasmyturntokeepquiet,

Asanda:IthinkkefuthiI’mtheproblembecauseI

wassomuchindenialwhichmademeabitmore

defensivethanbeingrational,Iamsorry.



Ifroze.

Iwasn’texpectingthat.

Asanda:Nd’celauxolomntakatataforwhatIput

youthrough,IknewverywellthatS’thembelehad

fanciedyouforquitesometime,Ijustneverthought

hewouldactuallyactonit.Iamsorry.

Ibrokedown,yes,shehadapologizedbefore,butit

wasneversincere.Thiswastheveryfirsttimeshe

apologizedandIfeltthesincerityofit.

Asanda:Iamsayingallofthisforyoutoforgiveme

ngoku,butIhaven’tbeensleepingmuch,guilthas

beenrippingmyheartoffmychestforthepastsix

monthsandIjustdidn’tknowwhatIwouldsayto

you.Iwantedtocallyou,kudalandisithiIwillcall

you,butaveleapheleemqaleni.Akukholulato

admitthatIwaswrong,ndimdala,Iwassupposed

toprotectyoubutinsteadIhurtyoumorethan

physically.Nd’celauxolomntase,pleasefinditin

yourhearttoforgiveme.



Shewasalsocrying,Ihadneverthoughtwewould

haveamomentlikethis.

Webasicallycrieduntilwewerebothcontent,then

wehadthissilencelingeringbetweenus.Itwasn’t

awkward,maybepeaceful.

Me:YouhavenoideahowlongIhavewaitedto

hearyouactuallysaythat.Iknowyouhave

apologizedbefore,butitneverfeltauthenticuntil

now.

Asanda:Iapologizedforthesakeofapologizing.

Me:Exactlyhowitfelt,youjustthrewthatapology

atmeandexpectedmetoacceptit.

Asanda:Yeah,I’msorry.

Me:It’sokaysisi,thankyou.

Shebreathed,Ifinallybreathed.

Me:Really,thankyouforthis.Itmeansalottome.



Asanda:I’mjustgladweareokay,okaymaybenot

immediatelybutI’msurewewillbe.Soon.

Me:Weareokaysisi.

Shesniffed,

Me:Nowplease,ifyouhavenothingtodo,gohome

withthekids.

Asanda:IalreadypromisedNellethatIwon’tbe

goinghome,shewantedtocomethisside.

Me:Oh?

Asanda:Yeah,it’sactuallyweirdyouknow,having

hercomeallthewayherealone.Y’allusedtodo

thattogether.

Me:Ididn’tevenknow,well,youcouldjustsendthe

kidsuhlalekenoOneleit’sfine.Nayeinobaudinwe

kukuhlalaendliniandshemightbestudyingthat

sidemosnextyear?

Asanda:Andiyaziwethu,ndizovangayeofika



kwakhe.

Me:alrightke.

Justlikethat,wemadewhat?Peace!

Cometothinkofit,Oneledidn’tmentionthatshe

wasvisitingusisifortheholidays,Ididn’tmindke

phofu.Mnabendizogodukaandspendtimewithmy

son,andifNkosinathiwantedtondivelendithathe

umntanamsiyohlalisanaifestiveseasonyonke.

Talkingaboutumhlaliswano,themanofthehouse

usedhissister’sphonetocallme…

Me:Hello?

Nkosinathi:Imissyou.

Me:Yho,souzothinikengoku?

Nkosinathi:haibobaby,ndiyakukhumbula.

Me:ndiyakuvakaloku,butuzothiningalonto?



Helaughed,

Me:Imissyoutoo,undishiyendedwaendliniyakho.

Nkosinathi:Ufunaukuzaapha?

Me:nah,I’llpass.

Nkosinathi:Usure?Akhomntuuzakubuzaanything

yazibaby,sebenxilebonkeababantundihlelinabo.

Me:Iamverysurekwekwe,enjoyyourself.

Nkosinathi:Okayke,andityangaapha.Areyou

goingtocook?

Me:Areyougoingtoaskmenicelytocook?I’mon

sickleavekalokubhuti,orhaveyouforgotten?

Heburstoutlaughing,Ilaughedtoo.

Nkosinathi:Kaneneusisigulana,uxolokemntuwam,

ndicelauphekeke.

Me:I’mdone.



Nkosinathi:Ohreally?Uphekentoni?

Me:Ukutya,duh!

Helaughedagain,someonesaidsomethinginthe

backgroundbutIcouldn’thearwhat,insteadIheard

himlaughingevenmore.

Nkosinathi:Oneoftheguyswhocamewithus

bezojikanemotouthiucelaumphakelenaye,he

wantstotasteifyou’reworthyofbeingumakoti

walapha.

Me:Mxelelebandizobangumakotiwetakeaways.

HerepeatedthatandIheardvoiceslaughingnearer

tothephone.

Nkosinathi:Siyeza.

Me:Niyaphi?



Nkosinathi:Sizotya.

Me:Ndiyalalamna.

Nkosinathi:Ihavemyownremoteandkey,lala

sizotyaandleaveyouinpeace.

Ichuckledandhungup.
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#Cassandra

Iwaitedupforthem,becausethecousinseemed

likeacoolpersonandIwantedtohavealaughand

seeifhe’dbecomfortableenougharoundmelike

hewasoverthephone.Theyonlycameaftertwo

hours,andtheyweredrunk.Deaddrunk.Ihad

switchedoffthelight,becauseItoldhimI’dbe

sleeping,buttheTVwasstillon.Theywentstraight

tothekitchen,threeofthem,andstarteda

conversationwhileNkosinathidishedupforallof

them.Ilaughedatsomeoftheirconversations

becausetheywerespeakingsocasuallyabouttheir



girlfriends,andtheydidn’tknow/seethatIwasin

theotherroom.

Aftersometime,besatya,Nkosinathicametothe

lounge.Iquicklyclosedmyeyes,topretendtobe

asleep.Hekissedmyforeheadandswitchedoffthe

TV,Iopenedmyeyesandhegottheshockofhis

life,Ilaughedandsatup.

Nkosinathi:Ubusabukele?

Me:Yep,butit’sfine,mandiyolalakulateanyway.

Nkosinathi:Youmeantotellmeubuhleliallthis

time?WhyareyouwatchingTVinthedark?

Me:BecauseitmakesmefeellikeI’minacinema.

Helaughedandcalledhiscousinstothelounge,

theystartedactingshy,webothlaughedatthem

andthenwechilledtogether.Oneofthecousins

wenttofetchabottleofCognacfromthecarbaqala

phantsiukunxila,Imadepeacewiththemsleeping



over,therewasnowaytheyweregoingtodrive

backtohismom’shousethatdrunk.

Me:Okayboys,haveagoodnight.

Cousin1:You’regoingtobedalready?

Me:Yep,it’swaypastmybedtime.

Cousin1:Ohubhabha,uphekakamnandikesisi,

enkosi.

Ijustlaughedathimandlefttheminpeace,Ihad

ananswerforhimbutIwasreallysleepyIdidn’t

wanttodragthenightmorethanithadalready

dragged.Igottoourroomandgotinbed,switched

offmyphonebecauseIhadafeelingNkosinathi

wouldn’tletmesleepinpeace.

Followingmorning,wokeupandcleanedtheroom

first,thenIwenttothelounge,theywerefastasleep

onthecouches,allthreeofthem.Iopenedthe

curtainsandwenttothelaundryroom,hehadapile,



andIhadacouplethatneededtobewashed.I

sortedeverythingandleftthemachinesrunning,I

wasinagoodmood,soIpreparedbreakfastforall

ofus.ThesecondcousinwokeupwhileIwas

cooking,

“Sisteri”

Ilookedupandsmiled,

Me:GoodMorning.

Zukisa:Yho,sekuseminikangaka?Indaw’ni

bathroom?

Me:Fourthdooronyourleft,downthepassage.

Henodanddisappearedinthere.

Afterabout30minuteshecameback,inhisjeans

onlyandhewentoutsidewabuyaenxibeivest.I

figuredtheycarriedclothesinthecar?Wow,okay.

Hemadehimselfsomeraweggmixture,drankit

andwenttorinseoffhismouthoutsidethen



wabuyasancokola.

Me:younevertoldmeyourname.

Zukisa:MynameisZukisa.

Me:Nicetomeetyou,ungekhodrunk.

Helaughed,

Zukisa:Doyouneedhelp?

Me:Nah,I’malmostdone.Butndizonishiya,inoba

uzabavusangokwakhoaba.

Zukisa:uzoyaphi?

Me:Church.

Henod,whenIwasdoneIplatedupforallofus,

thensatyathinasincokola,Ilefthimandwentto

hangimpahla,loadedanotherloadandwentto

prepareforchurch.WhenIwasdone,Igrabbedmy

bagandwalkedout,Nkosinathiwasup,eating.



Nkosinathi:Uyaphi?

Me:Goodmorning,

Herolledhiseyesandmeandwaitedforhisanswer.

Me:I’mgoingtochurch.

Nkosinathi:You’regoingtochurchngantoniwhen

youdon’thaveyourcarhere?

Me:I’vecalledacab.

WellIwasgoingtocallacab,becauselasttimeI

checked,hewassleeping.

Me:Utheni?Awulelangakakuhlewavuka

unengcwangu?

Nkosinathi:I’mtakingyoutochurchbaby,I’m

almostdonehere.



Zukisalaughed,Ijuststoodthereandwaitedfor

him.Hegrabbedwaterandfollowedmeout,wehad

asilentdrive,hewasprobablyhungover,Iwasjust

meditating.

Nkosinathi:WhattimeshouldIpickyouup?

Me:I’llcallyou,butIcouldactuallyreallycatcha

cabbabe.

Nkosinathi:ThixunathiMzayiuphumabaniecaweni?

Haibo!

OkayIlaughed,whywashesogrumpy?

Me:Around12.

Nkosinathi:Sure,I’llfetchyou.

Me:Okay,fine.

Hegawkedatme,Ijustlaughedathim,kissedhis



lipsandgotoutofhiscar.

Churchwas“nice”asusual,thenIcalledhimto

comeandfetch.Iactuallyprayedthathewould

comealone,Iwantedustohavelunch-out.He

camethrough,alone,Igotinthecarengxola

umculoandhedroveintheslowestpaceever.He

wasobviouslytryingtogetareactionfromme,and

Iwasn’tgoingtogivehimtu.

Nkosinathi:Howwaschurch?

Me:Bekumnandi.

Nkosinathi:Mmmh,

Me:Canwegooutforlunch?

Nkosinathi:Funekandiyoncedisaendlinibaxhelile,

canweratherdodinner?

Me:Ofcourse,

Henodded.

Hewenttodropmeoffathisplace,assoonashe



disappeared,Icalledacabandwentoutforlunch

mna.Iwasn’tgoingtocookoreatbreadndingafuni.

Whileenjoyingmylunch,Isawhissisterwalkingup

tomewithtwootherladies,whichIassumedwere

someofhercousins.

Asenathi:Cassandra,awusemhleNtombi.Mholo?

Me:Molweni,

Asenathi:You’rehavinglunchalone?

Me:yep.

Asenathi:Mh,uyakhulaumntana?Ohbytheway

thesearemycousins,guys,thisisNathi’sbaby

momma.

Theysmiledandextendedtheirhandsfora

handshake,weshookhandsandIwasinagood

mood.Seriously,Iwas.

Me:Uyakhula,bytheday.



Asenathi:That’snice,ezantowathiuNathi

uzazithathakeazithumelengokwakhe.

Me:noproblem,thankyou.

Shehesitated,

Asenathi:Areyousurethechildisokay?Whenyou

calledIassumed…

Me:Thechildisfine,Ijustneededsomethingfrom

yourbrotherandwegotitsortedout.Thankyou.

Asenathi:Ohokayke,itwasniceseeingyou.

Me:Nihambekakuhle.

Theywalkedaway,Iwasn’tgoingtosayitwasnice

seeingheraswell,whywouldIlie?Itwasnever

niceseeingAsenathiatallandIdoubtiteverwillbe!
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Akuphelanganehourle,yatshoiPhoneyam.I

ignoredit,butthecaerwaspersistentsoItookthe

phoneoutofthebagandbeforeIcouldanswerit,I

justlaughed.

Like,whywouldshe?

Me:TatakaMiliyoni?

Nkosinathi:Mamakhe,uzayifunainyamale

ixheliweyo?

Me:Izokojiwa?

Nkosinathi:Icanbringitrawsizojeleendlini.

Me:sure,noprobs.

Nkosinathi:sharp.

Thenwehungup,okay,guessshedidn’ttellhim

thatshebumpedontomethen.Butthenhecalled

again,



Me:Baby?

Nkosinathi:Uphi?WhyamIhearingpeopleinthe

background?

Me:You'rehearingpeoplewhere?

Hekeptquiet,Iguessedhewaslistening.Lol.

Nkosinathi:Youwentout?Wedwa?

Me:huh?

Nkosinathi:Icanhearthatawukhosendlinibaby,

ayoTVleivakalayokwibackgroundyakho.

Ididn’tanswerhim…

Nkosinathi:Haibobaby,Ithoughtweagreedthatwe

wouldgooutfordinner.

Me:Wewillgooutfordinner,obuyakwakhokaloku,



akukhontoimoshakeleyo.

Nkosinathi:Whydidyoufeeltheneedtodeceiveme

then?

Me:Ididn’tdeceiveyoukodwa.

Nkosinathi:Youletmedropyouoffendlini,and

thenyoustillwentaheadwithyourlunchplans

behindmyback,afterIsaidwecouldn’tgokuba

ndisabambekileendliniandyoudon’tthinkthat’s

deceit?

Me:Yho,yaziIdidn’tthinkyou’dmakesuchabig

dealoutofthis.

Nkosinathi:Itactuallyisabigdeal,youcouldhave

justtoldmeawuzokwaziulindafordinnerthen

ndibonemandithini.

Me:Babe,Ijustsaidwewillstillgooutfordinner.

BendilambileandIfiguredyouforgottobuyisonka

sinceesiyabenisityekusasa.

Nkosinathi:Kutheniungatshongokengoku?

Me:Idon'twanttobeanaddedburdentatakhe

torho,xaukokwenuingaskenengqondoyakho



ibekokwenukungacabaulaphaes'thubeninamoko

kodwakubusykokwenu.

Nkosinathi:Yho.

Me:Uxolo.

Hedidn’trespond,butreally,Ididn’tthinkhewould

makesuchabigdealoutofit.

Me:I’mreallysorry.

Nkosinathi:It’sokay.

Me:Noit’snot,becauseuqumbilengoku.

Nkosinathi:Ijustdon’tlikewhatyoudid,Igetthat

isonkasiphelilekeandIreallyforgottobuyit

beforendiyokuthathaecaweni,butyoucouldhave

justtoldmeulambilesidlulengokutyaetownso

thatwecouldenjoydinnerlateron,together.

Me:Butwewillstillgoouttogether,okobendisitsho

njebaby.

Nkosinathi:Akufani,sewuzihambelemos.



Me:Soasisazophumakengokulate?

Nkosinathi:Wecanjustbraaithemeatendizoza

nayo,it’sfine.

Ikeptquiet.

Firstofallhedrankthewholedayizoloandwoke

upinacrappymoodnamhlanje,thenhewas

grumpyallthewaytodropmeoffatchurch,

secondly,hedidn’twantustohavelunchtogether,

nowhe’supsetthatIwenttohaveasololunch?To

evencanceldinnerkengoku?Haythatwaspetty,

butbecauseitseemedasthoughIwas

inconsiderate,Idecidedtoapologizeandkeepquiet.

Nkosinathi:Seeyoulater?

Me:Sure.

Hehungup,Ihadmylunchmna.YhoIenjoyedmy

lunch,whenIwasdone,Iboughtmyselficecream

andwentbackhome.Wedidn’ttexteachotherthe



wholedayafterthatconversation,hewasoffline

phofuthewholedaysoIdidn’tbotherhim.Instead,

Stevecalled!

Lord!

Me:Bhuti?

Steve:Hewethu,uphi?

Me:Ndisendlini,why?

Steve:Usendlinikabanibecauseuwukhokwam?

Ishouldhaveknownhewasbackhome.

Steve:Kutheniwathulakengoku?

Ijustlaughedathim.

Me:Ndisendliniyefriendyambhuti,ufikenini?

Steve:Ooh,kuyalalwakulendluyefriend?



Me:Ufikenini?

Steve:Lastnight.

Me:Mmmh,ewendizefortheweekend.

Steve:Ngubanilefriend?

Me:Awuyazibhuti.

Steve:HenceIamasking,ndifunaukuyazikaloku

becauseokowafikayoaphaawuzangeuthethenga

friendekucabaungadeuyolalakwayoiweekend

yonke.

HayIlaughedathim,tyhini,whytheinvestigation

kwintombiendala?

Me:Awuzomazibhuti.

Steve:hehe!Uzobuyaninikesisi?

Me:Tuesday,afterwork.

Steve:HaiboCassandra!Uzophangelangantoni?

Becauseyourcarishere.



Me:IIchomizamzineemotobhuti,relax!

Heburstoutlaughing,IthinkheknewwhereIwas

butebedlalanjeukuzifisa.

Steve:Okaysontombi,byebye,ungazilibalitorho

ukubaunomntwanaongekagqibinonyaka..

Me:Andizelangamna,byebye.

Ihungupandlaughed.

Around7pmNkosinathiwasn’tbackyet,soI

startedpreparingforthefollowingday,whichwas

"backtowork"Monday.Iironedmyclothes,packed

ezinyeezibendizivasileintomybagsandthen

bathedforbedtime.IwasbusythinkingthatIwas

reallynotgoingtocallhim,butmyphonerang,

whileIwasinthebathsoItiptoedoutofthebath

andwenttofetchitfromthebedroom.ThenI

walkedbackintothebathroom…



Me:Baby?

Nkosinathi:Ndisendleleniezayo,uzokwaziulungisa

sowecangoout?

Me:Goout?

Nkosinathi:Yes,fordinner.

Me:Ithoughtyousaidwe’renotgoingoutanymore

njena?

Nkosinathi:Well,Zukisaandhisgirlfriend

suggestedsomesortofadouble-datekindavibe,

Ididn’tanswerhim.

InfactIwasboredbyhissuddenenthusiasmover

thisdatebecausemnangokubendiyifunayena

ebekhalala.

Nkosinathi:That’sifyou’reupforitphofu.

Me:I’minbedalready.

Nkosinathi:Areyouserious?



Me:Nilibonileixesha?Kuyaphangelwangomso.

Nkosinathi:Okay,butndiyezake.

Me:okay.

Argh!

Iquicklygotoutofthebathtub,cleaneditanddried

mybodyinaswish.WhenIwasdone,Igotinbed

justlikethat,becauseIknewhewasrushingback

tofreshenupandconvincemesoitwouldhave

beenwastefulformetowearpj'skodwa

ndizophindandiqhizeinthenextfiveminutes.I

heardhimdrivingin,butthenatthatverymomentI

sawmybrotherLionelonline,soIcalledhim.I

wantedtoupdatehimontheAsandaissue...

Lionel:Ulalanini?

Me:Eshe,unjani?

Lionel:Ndirightntwanayam,unjaniwena?

Me:I'mgreat.



Lionel:Yousoundgreat.

Me:IhadaconversationwithAsandatoday.

Lionel:Really?

Justthen,Nkosinathiwalkedin,hejustlookedat

meandthenwenttorunhimselfashower,wabuya

wazokhululelaaphakulendawondikuyo.

Me:Yeah,wehadahearttoheart.

Lionel:Finally,itwaslongoverdue.

Me:Yeah,feelslikesomeweighthasbeenliftedoff

myshoulders,like,Ithinkforthefirsttime,wewere

bothgenuine.

Lionel:YoucanimaginehowSHEfeels,dude,

undonwabisandizaw'lalaman.

Ilaughedathim,



Me:Ihearyoursisterisgoingthatsideforthe

holidays.

Lionel:Argh,urightwethu.Infactakayinaku

AsandauOnelephauyakuGingerqhaufumene

ityholoelinguAsanda.

Me:GingerlivesinPretoria?

Hesighed,whydidIfeellikeheknewmorethan

whathewaslettingusbelievengaloGinger

wakhona?

Me:Bhuti?

Lionel:UzohlalakhonaIbelieve.Usekwiprocess

yokuthengaindluasfarasIknow.

Me:Andhowdoyouknowaboutthis?

Lionel:I'msellinghimthehouse.

Me:You'resellingyourhouse?Wait,youhavea

houseinPretoria?

Lionel:OHBawo!Thisstaysbetweenus,okay?



Nkosinathiwasintheshowerbynow...Whistling.

Me:Whatstaysbetweenusbhuti?

Lionel:IhavepropertiesCassandra,everheardof

propertyinvestment?

Me:Ooh,okay.Soyou'resellinghimahouse,does

heknowit'syours?

Lionel:Hedoesn'tknow,andhedoesn'tneedto

know.

Me:Haha!Sneaky.

Lionel:Iknow,

Itseemedlikeheleftsomethingoffthatsentence

andimmediately,IfeltlikeheknewthatIhadalso

boughtahouse.Whatifwealsoboughtthathouse

fromhim,withoutknowingwewerebuyingitfrom

him?Ohsnap?!



Me:Goodnightwethu,bendifunaukuqhayiselaqha

bamnanosisisigrand.

Lionel:Inobanizotshonilaleobehlayoxanidibene.

Ibimbilantoyenu,xasithethelanjephantsi.

Ilaughedandthenwehungup.

Ichargedmyphoneandturnedoffmylight,

benditshilomosemntwinibaI'malreadyinbed.He

cameoutoftheshower,stillwhistlingandwalked

overtohisclosetwathambisa,gotintohisjeans

andsneakersthenhecametouncovermyface.

Me:Sup?

Nkosinathi:Dinner?

Me:I'llpass.

Nkosinathi:Why?

Me:I'mtired,andIwanttohaveanearlynight,

ndiyavukangomso.

Nkosinathi:Asizohlalamorethantwohoursphaya,



siyotyaqha.

Me:Whathappenedtothebraaikanti?

Hedidn'tanswerme,nordidhemove.Imumbled

andgotoutofbed,hewatchedmynakedasswalk

overtomyalreadypackedbag.

Nkosinathi:Youevenpackedalready?

Me:Ewe,ubhutiukhonasoIhavetogohome.

Nkosinathi:Mmh.

Iworejeans,sneakers,acroppedtopthenIlooked

overathim.Heshrugged,

Me:Ndcelaundibolekeicap?

Nkosinathi:Fourthdrawer.

Itookoutawhitecap,amongmanyotherwhite



caps.Putiton,andVaselineonmylips.Ifthey

thoughtI'dbeinheelsandaweavengobusukuthen

theyhadanothersurprisecomingtheirway.I

grabbedmywalletandfollowedbehindhim,tothe

kitchenandoutofthehouse.Wedidn'tspeakfor

thefirstfiveminutesofthedrive,well,untilhe

finallyspoketome.

Nkosinathi:Uqumbile?

Ishookmyhead,nguyemosumntuebequmbile

earlieron.

Nkosinathi:Qhautheni?

Me:I'mjustquiet.

Nkosinathi:Youwantedustogoout,butnowyou're

justquiet?

Me:Dude,please.

Nkosinathi:what?

Me:You'rebullyingmetobeingpartofadouble



datethatIdon'twanttobepartofandyouexpect

metobeexcitedaboutit?

Nkosinathi:HaibobabyIdidn'tbullyyou.

Ididn'trespondtohim,helookedatmeandthen

backattheroad.

Nkosinathi:Zukisaisfondofyou,Iguessitjustfelt

goodtohavesomeonefrommyfamilywhoactually

likedyou.I'msorryifIcameacrossasforcefull

kuwe.

Me:It'sfine,sesilapha.

Hedidn'trespond,wegottotheparkinglot.He

switchedofftheignitionandlockedthedoors,I

chuckled,expectingalecture.

Nkosinathi:I'msorry.

Me:It'sokaykaloku,nditshilomos.

Nkosinathi:Isthatyourideaofrespondingtoan



apology?

Ilaughed,Ididn'tknowwhattosay...Okay,you're

forgiven?Soundedtooformal.Hekissedme,I

kissedhimback.Wekissedforawhileinthatsemi

darkparkinglotandthenhemovedbackandkissed

mylipssoftly,

Nkosinathi:Ndiyakuthandamfondini,ndikuthanda

worsewhenyou'relovedbysomepeoplethatIalso

love.

Me:Iknowthat.

Nkosinathi:Sowe'rehavingdinnerwithmycousin

andhisgirl?Right?

Me:Yesbaby,we'rehavingdinner.

Hesmiledandunlockedthedoor,wewalkedoutof

thatcarlikesiblingsorrathertwinsdressedinthe

sameclothes,justthattheotherwasmorefeminine

thantheother.
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WewalkedHand-in-handbecauseumntuwasjust

showingoff,like,therereallywasnoneed.Isaw

ZukisaatadistanceandIwaskindofsurprisedto

seeoneofthegirlsIsawearlierwithAsenathi,

sittingwithhim.Didn'tshesaytheywereher

cousins?OrwereNkosinathi'scousinsdatingeach

other?

Wehuggedthem,andsatdownwithourmenu's.

Nkosinathiordereddrinksforbothofus,thenthey

didtheintroductions,thegirlwasZiyanda,andshe

wasn'tacousin,theothergirlbebehambanayo

eminiwas.Qhake...

Ourfoodcame,anditwasreallyavibe.ThedateI

meantosay.Itwasreallyniceseeingadifferent

sideofNkosinathi'sfamily,mnathefirsttimeImet



Asenathiwayeshoutisaandshedisrespectedme

engandazindikwabhutiwakheeBhayi,Ineverliked

herfromthatdayandIreallydoubtedI'deverlike

her.Iunderstoodthattheyweresiblings,andthat

theylovedeachotherbutIwasn'tgoingtobepart

ofthat.

Zukisa:Okondandivekusithiwaninomntanake

Cass,andikadendimboniswelomntanawenu.

Me:Unazonjeiipicturesutatakhe,askhimtoshow

you.

Zukisa:Hayndifunaukumphathamna,pictures

zezoZiyandanooAsenathi.

Ziyanda:YhoAsewasravingaboutthateminiafter

webumpedintoyou.

Ilookedather,IknowIgaveheranuglylookbutit

wasn'tintended,andshedidn'tcare.Shejust

continuedtotalk...



Ziyanda:Uyamncomabamhleumntanakhosana,

justthatakanarelationshipnayeasudabsandblah

blahblah.

Theshetookasipfromherglass,Nkosinathiwas

eyeingme,butIdidn'twanttomakeitobviousto

himthatIcouldseehewaspanicking.

Ziyanda:UAsekesanaisneverwrong,like,she

caneneverbewrong.Okoedwaba,pointingfingers

andwhatnot,mnandimjongeleukubalimenemene

qha.

Zukisa:UyaziphambanisauAsenathixaethanda.

Ziyanda:Ndavelandamjonganjeemnababy,

becauseshedidn'tknowthatIknewthewholestory.

Me:Thewholestory?

Ziyanda:Ewe,thattheytriedtomakeyouabortbuy

offeringyoumoney.Iknowthatstory,Ithinkabantu

bakuloTaNathibebonkewenaCass,liketheentire

Dakumbaclanthinksezizintozaboasiziboni.Kanti



siwellinformed,qhasithulekewethu,because

sicengeokukuthandananooZukisa!

Me:Haibo!

Yhoha.andamhleka,shewasn'tdrunk,shewasjust

talkative.Shedidn'tcarehowtheytookit,shewas

bluntlysayingitasshefeltit.

Ziyanda:YhowenaCass,awuyaziintoyaphaya.

Me:Howlonghaveyoutwobeendating?

Ziyanda:Dating?Eshe!

Zukisa:We'remarried.

Nkosinathi:Qhaayaziwalontoendlini.

Ilookedatallthreeofthemandfroze,what,married?

Okaywait,secretlymarried?

Zukisa:Toansweryourquestionwedatedfortwo



yearsonandoff,brokeupforafewmonths,got

backtogetherandthendatedfortwoyearsstraight

anddecidedwewantedtobeeachother'snuisance

foreversowegotmarried.

Ziyanda:We'vebeenmarriedforthreeyearsnow.

Me:Yhoguys,whatwasthereasonfortheonand

off,andthebreakups?

ZiyandalookedatZukisa,ZukisaandNkosinathi's

voicedechoedthroughouttheroomwithlaughter.I

figuredhewastheproblem.

Zukisa:Myfamilydidn'twanther.

Me:Soundsfamiliar.

Ziyanda:Ha.ababy,yibekekakuhle.

Nkosinathi:Yhoniyafanaman,uyazibonababy

aphakuZiya?

Irolledmyeyesathim,hewasright.Wewereofthe



samecharacter.

Zukisa:Okay,fine.Myfamilywantedmetomarry

myex.

Me:WhyamInotsurprised?

NathiandZukisalaughed,again.

Zukisa:Sotheyinterferedwithourrelationship

yonkelatwoyearskaonandoff,shegottiredofit

andsheleft.

Nkosinathi:Shedidn'tleave,shevanished.

Disappeared.

Ziyanda:Thankstoyou,hefoundme.

Zukisa:Heeee!Ziyandavanished,akaziwakokwabo,

akaziwazifriendszakhekantiumntuuyohlalae

Pretoriaangazikwamntukuyophofu.ButNathi

foundher,wegotbacktogetherandfellpregnant

thatsameyear,Iwenttopayforthedamages

ndasosendinyukanengalosametimeandher

fatherwaspleased.



Ziyanda:Mydadalwaysvouchedforyou,evenafter

webrokeup,hewaslike"Ziyandawenzentoni?

UlungegqithalaZukisandiyayaziakasoze

akuhlukumezi,oyenaungenangqondonguwe.

Wenzeni?"

Soundedfamiliar.Yetagain.

Me:Whopaidlobolaforyouifyourfamilydidn't

wanty'alltogetherandstilldoesn'tknowthat

nitshatile?

Zukisa:Myunclesfrommymother'ssidehelped

me,andabavanincamnetaimasoitwaseasy.

Me:Howmanykidsdoyouhave?

Ziyanda:Three,solekelisangamawele.

Me:Sobabizaifaniyasemzini?

Ziyanda:Yep,andAseoncequestionedmeabout

that,ndamxelelabaitwasanagreementbetweenu

Zukisanamandkwavunywanasekhaya.



Zukisa:Ithinkshewassuspiciousbecauseshe

alsoaskedmeaboutitndamxelelaba

ndibahlawulileabantwanabambonkethen

ndayocelaipermissionkuloZiyandaukuba

basebenzisemysurnamekwavunywaandthatwas

it.

Mnk,tothinkthatNkosinathiandIhadboughta

houseforoursonwithouteitherofourfamilies

knowing,atleastherfamilyknewandtheywere

okaywitheverything.Myfamilyseemedokaywith

theideaofusbeingtogetheragain,butIwasn't

reallysureifIwantedtoletpeopleinyet.Iwas

enjoyingthesneakinessofbeinginasecret

relationshipwithmybabydaddy.

Whenwewedone,whichwasmorethantwohours

later,weallretreatedtoourcarsandwentour

separateways.

Nkosinathi:Areyouseriouslygoingbackhome



ngomso?

Me:Mh?

Nkosinathi:You'regoinghome?Yourpackedbags.

Me:Uh,yes.Ubhuticalledmebeforeyougotthere

ufikelastnight.

Nkosinathi:Uzobuyaninikengoku?

Me:Ijustspentanentireweekwithyou.

Nkosinathi:ButIwanttospendmyentirelifewith

you.

Ididn'trespond,

Nkosinathi:Doyougetthat?ThatIwanttospend

myentirelifewithyou?

Me:Youknowwhattodo.

Nkosinathi:Yourdadlikesmengokusisi,ndingaya

nakusasakuyemnasundithuma.



Ilaughed,hewasright.

AndIknewSikiandOnelewouldvouchforhim,

maybeLioneltoo...Ididn'tknowaboutSteveand

Asanda,butIknewCindywouldn't.Thatwasoutof

thequestion.

Nkosinathi:Youseethatkuyaphilekawithout

involvingtoomuchfamilyezintwenizakho?

Me:Whatworksforthemmightnotworkforus,

rememberthat.

Nkosinathi:Iknowthat,butI'mjusttryingtoshow

youthatit'spossible.

Me:Okay.

Heeyedme,Ichuckled.

Honestly,theirrelationshipwasbeautiful,butwhat

workedforthemwasn'taguaranteethatitwould

alsoworkforus.Eyonangxakiwasliterallythe

Dakumbafamilyandmnabendingabafuni

anywherenearmychild,utshatakwethuwouldsort



ofgivethemanentitlementorideatothinkbazoba

neaccesskuyewhichtheywerenot.Hedidn'texist

kubo,Iwishedbangamkhuphakwalapha

ezintliziywenizabo.WorselaAsenathiwho

traumatizedmengoSinathiduringmypregnancy.

[06/26,15:18] :#Onele_39

#Cassandra

OnMondayIwenttowork,ndabuyelakwakhe.

Tuesday,Iwenttoworkndaphumelaekhaya

ndafikaubhutiekhona.Hewasactuallyoutsideso

hedidseethecarthatdroppedmeoff,butyou

knowwhenyouknowthatabantubayayazianyway?

Ididn’treallycare.

Me:Molobhuti,

Steve:Molosisi,

Ichuckledandwentinside,hewascuttinghisgrass.



Ichanged,andwenttostartwithsupper.Usisi

wasn’tbackyet,thebabieswerestillyoungandshe

wasprobablystillonmaternityleave.

Myphonerangndisaqalaukumisaimbizayokuqala,

Me:Hey?

Nkosinathi:Ndiyakukhumbulakengoku.

Me:Yho,souzothini?

Helaughed,Istolealookoutside,ubhutiwasbusy

withhisgrass.Notmindingmeatall.

Nkosinathi:Ndaws’kendizokulandamna.

Me:Iwonderuzofikauthinikubhuti?

Nkosinathi:I’lltalktohim,mantoman.

Me:Inobasendingumkakho.

Nkosinathi:Awufunindikutshatekalokuwena.

Me:Wenaufunaukunditshatanyhaniorudunyelwa

njeyileideayoZiyandaofumtshato?



Nkosinathi:What?

Ididn’tanswerhim,Iknewhehadalwayswanted

ustobeafamily.Wehadalwaysdreamedofthat

but,theideaofgettingmarriedandkeepingita

secret?Iwouldhaveoptedforitmaybeayearago,

butnowthatIknewbetter,Ifeltlikewedidn’thave

to.

Nkosinathi:Ndiyeza.

Me:Haibo,uyaphi?

Nkosinathi:Ndizakokwenu,uyandiqhelamos

ngoku.

Yhoandamhleka.

Hehungup,Icalledhimback,hedidn’tanswerme.

Iranoutsidetoubhuti,hestoppedwhathewas

doingandlookedatmeconfusedbecauseIwas

stilllaughing.



Steve:Andthen,wena?

Ndahlekandawarightinfrontofhim,hejust

laughedatme,stillconfused.

Me:Okay…okay,someoneiscomingovertosee

you.Caba.

Steve:Seeme?Who’ssomeone?

Me:TatakaMilli.

Steve:Mmmh,ufunantoni?

Me:Andimazi,ndimphoxileqhaefouniniwathi

uzozakuwe.

Steve:heh,okay.

Iwentbacktothehouse,andfocusedonmypots.

DidNkosinathinotpitchekhayawithacaseof

Viceroybrandy?Inactualfact,Ididnotseehim

efika,Ijustheardintsinioutside,ndakrobabecause

lasttimeIcheckedubhutiebeyedwa,Iinitially

thoughtsuhlekanomheza,kantino.Uhlekano



Nkosinathi.Heheee!

Ndemakulafesteri,andwatchedthemactinglike

oldfriends,Ifeltbetrayedbyubhuti,butmost

importantly,IwasshockedsisibindisikaNkosinathi.

Afterawhilendahambaandwenttositinmyroom,

theywalkedin,Iwasdonecooking.

Steve:Sandra?

Me:Bhuti?

Steve:Khaw’vele!

Irolledmyeyesandwenttothelounge,ndema

emnyangowithoutsayingaword.

Steve:Ifubugqibileuphekandcelausiphakele,we

haveacoupleofthingstodiscuss.

Me:Youandhim?

Steve:Ewe.



Me:Nizifriendsuqalanini?

Steve:HaiboCassandra!Nkosinathilindwendwe

lam,eyobasazifriendsniniawungenindawokuyo,

siphakelesisiubuyeleeroominiyakho.

Me:Hayini!

Nkosinathiwantedtolaugh,butontheotherside,

hewantedtokeepthisstraightface.Iwenttodish

upforallthreeofus,servedthem,andthenwent

backtomyroom.ItextedhimtosendmeZiyanda’s

numberandhedid.Ididn’thavefriends,somaybe…

Icalledher,andsheansweredimmediately.

Ziya:Ziyandspeaking?

Me:Hi,it’sCassandra,IgotyournumberfromNk-

Ziya:Cass!Unjani?



Okay,shewasexcited.

Me:I’mgood,unjaniwena?

Ziya:I’mgreat,so,whenarewegoingoutagain?

Mnanaweqhathistimearound?

Me:That’sexactlywhyIwascallingyou.

Ziya:Nyhani?Haikemasenzeintoebonakalayo

Ntombi,awuphangelionweekendsmos?

Me:Nope,wecandoFridayafterwork.Labhuti

uyathandaukundibangaonweekendsxaekhona.

Webothlaughedatthat,andjustlikethat,Ihad

foundmyselfumntuthatIalsoactuallyequally

likedfromtheDakumbafamily,evenifshewasn’t

blood,butshewasalreadypartofthefamilyand

sheknewthemmorethanme.Bonus?Herbogus

friendshipwithAsenathi.

AfterthatphonecallIatemyfood,andgotinbed,

withtheplaterightnexttothebed.Ididn’twantto

gotothekitchen,bazocing’bandifunaiindabazabo,



orevenworse,ubhutiebezocingandizidlulisapha

isidalakubakukholobhutindincumanaye.

Iheardfootsteps,sondazilalisa,andthentherewas

aknock.

“Ngena”

ubhutijustpeepedin,

Steve:UyabizwanguNkosinathi.

Me:Mxelelesendilele,we’lltalkngomso.

Steve:Uhm,awubaweliuzomxelelangokwakhoke??

What?

Isatupandlookedathim,heshruggedandwalked

away.Icouldn’tbelievethatubhutijustsaidthat,I

gotoutofbedandfollowedhim,hewasn’tevenin

theloungewhenIgotthere.

Me:Awundidike,uncumanabani?



Nkosinathi:Khangendithikuwendizosuka

ndizokuthatha?

Me:Sozeavumelontoubhuti.

Nkosinathi:Packaweekendbagsisi,orbetteryet,

thatheleubuyanayosihambe.

Me:What?

Nkosinathi:ShouldIwaitinthecar?

Hehadthissmirkonhisface,grabbedhiscarkeys

andwalkedout.Istoodthere,confused.Mybrother

cametotheloungeandlookedatme,withahuge

smileonhisface.

Steve:Youlooklikeyousawaghost

Me:Uhm…

Steve:Ithoughtyouguyswereleaving,or

ubungafuniuhamba?

Me:Yhimabhuti,youthoughtwewereleaving?

BenithethangantoninoNkosinathi?



Steve:Hetoldmenibuyeleneifthat’swhatyou’re

asking.

Me:Hetoldyouthat?

Steve:Yes,andheaskedformypermissiontohave

youspendsometimewithhimthisweek.

Me:Andyouagreed?

Steve:Yes,ndiyahambaagainngomso,uzohlala

nabaniapha?Uyintombi?Anythingcouldhappento

you,atleastIwillknowthatyouaresafe.

Ilookedathim,andthenIlookedatthedoor.

Icouldn’tbelievemyears,hechuckledandwalked

tohisroom.

Iwenttomyroom,becauseIwantedtoleavewith

myman,butIwasstillconfused.Igrabbedmy

phone,andbagbecauseIhadnotunpackedyet.I

justaddedafewmoreworkclothesandwalkedout

beforemybrotherchangedhismind.



“Ndimkilebhuti”

Steve:Alright,I’llcallyoungomso.

Me:Okay.

Iquicklyranout,closedthedoorandjumpedinto

thecar.Nkosinathilaughedatmeashedroveout.

[06/26,15:18] :#Onele_40

#Cassandra

Wedrovetohisplaceinhighspirits,Istillcouldn't

believethatIleftmybrother'shousewithaman,in

frontofmybrother.Thatwasafirst!

Nkosinathi:McDorNandos?

Me:Wejusthadsupper.

Nkosinathi:Ungandivusiebusukuusithiulambileke.



Ilaughed,wedrovestraighthomeandhecarried

mybag,Iwentstraighttobed.Iwasstillinmypj's

anyway,hechangedandjoinedme.

Me:Whatdidyoureallysaytomybrother?

Nkosinathi:Itoldhimndiyakuthanda,andI

apologizedforhowwebeganourrelationship,mna

nayeke,duringyourpregnancyandstuff.

Me:Andthebrandycase?

Nkosinathi:Thatwasmyapology.

Me:Seriously?

Nkosinathi:BabykalokuIhadtobringhim

something,samewayI'mgoingtobringyourfather

somethingxandiyokucela.

Me:Youcouldhavejustboughtonebottle,anentire

case?

Nkosinathi:Yourbrotherdidn'ttrustme,hedidn't

likemeforobviousreasons.InasmuchasIwas

apologizingtohim,Ialsowantedtoshowhimthat

I'mcapableoftakingcareofyouandourson.



Okay...

Nkosinathi:Sathethakenjengamadoda,we'regood.

Me:MmhMrSmoothtalker!

Hehitmewithapillow,IlaughedathimasIburied

myheadunderthecovers.Heuncoveredme,Ijust

lookedathim,beaming.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyou.

Hekissedme,Ikissedhimback.Therewassome

freedom,afreshbreezesomewherethistime

around.Welayinbedcuddled,Ifellasleepjust

thinkingabouthoweverythingwassuddenly

aligning.ButwhatbotheredmewasOnele,Ginger

andthenbhutiwithhispropertythingie,alotwas

suddenlyonmymindthateveningandIdidn'twant



tosharewithhim,wewerefinallyhappy,Ididn't

wanttobringnegativethoughtsintothat.

WhenIlaterwokeup,around3amhewasbusy

doingsomethingonhisphone,ortextingsomeone,

Iwasn'tsure.Iwenttopee,camebackandlayon

myback.Heeyedme,Ijustlookedattheceiling,my

sidelampwason.

Nkosinathi:Babe?

Me:Mh?

Nkosinathi:You'reokay?

Me:Yeah.

Heputhisphoneawayandlookedatme,

Nkosinathi:Ndiyabawelaumthatheumntana

abekuwenextyear.



Me:Mh?

Nkosinathi:Ndibawelauthatheumntanaebazalini

bakhoahlalekuwenextyear.

Me:Uzobakhonafulltimewena?

Nkosinathi:Iwilltryto.

Me:That'snotananswer,Iwork8hoursfullina

day,fivedaysaweekandsometimes6soIcan't

reallyfetchMillindizazibaI'mnotgoingtocope.

Nkosinathi:I'dliketothinkthat'swhythereare

kindergartens.

Irolledmyeyesathim.

Nkosinathi:I'mmissingoutbaby,infactweare

bothmissingoutonhim.Iunderstandwhythings

areliketheyarerightnowbutsigrandmosngoku?

Surelywecantryandworkaroundhavinghimon

ourdailylivesasitshouldhavebeenkwakuqala.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

Nkosinathi:Uthen?Ucingaphi?



Ishookmyhead,hestaredatme.

Iturnedandfacedtheotherway,themoreIthought

aboutit,themoreIrealizedthattherewas

somethingoffaboutOnele,takingfromwhatubhuti

hadsaid,tothinkthatshehadarrangedtovisitSis

AsandaandIdidn'tknowaboutthat,whatifshe

thoughtshecouldhaveanalliancekulentoyakhe

ayenzayo?Eweusisiwouldhavebeenagreatally

butusisiknewshewaswrong,sheknewwhatshe

didwaswronghenceshecametoapologize.Onele

wasunderthebeliefthatshedidn'toweanyone

anything,whichwasokay,becauseattheendofthe

day,shewasn'tthere.Shedoesn'tknowwhatIwent

throughandIwasn'tsurewhetherIcouldtrust

Gingerwithherheart.Whichcouldbearguedthatit

wasnoneofmybusiness,but,she'smysister,little

sisterforthatmatterandGingerwaswayaboveher

average.Onsomanylevels.

Nkosinathi:Baby?



Me:Masilalebaby.

Nkosinathi:Siyalalakalokubutareyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Hekissedmyshoulderandwecuddled,salala.

Iwokeupinthemorningandpreparedforwork,he

wasfastasleep.WhenIwasdoneIwokehimup,he

wenttoshowerandthentookmetowork.Onthe

waythereIdecidedtoaskhimabouthisplan,

surelyhewasn'tinCapeTowntojustdrivemeto

andfro,surely?

Me:Soawuphangeli?

Nkosinathi:I'monleave.

Me:Untilwhen?

Nkosinathi:UntilIfeellikeI'vespentenoughtime

withyou.

Me:Meaningawuphangeli?



Nkosinathi:Ifthat'showyouwanttoseeit.

Yeah,hisplanwastodrivemetoandfro.

Seriously.

Nkosinathi:I'mgoingtoJo'burgtoday,ifithappens

thatI'mnotbackbythetimeyouknockout,please

takeacab.

Me:Canyounotgofetchmycarendliniundizisele

emsebenzinibeforeyouleave?

Nkosinathi:Butyouwon'tneeditaftertoday,

ndizobendikhonauntilyougobackhomeobuyako

bhutiwakho.

Me:Hehe!Andwhenwillthatbe?

Nkosinathi:Ididn'task.

Me:Kutheniuxoka?

Nkosinathi:Haikebaby,kusek'sasforyonkelento.



Hewaslying,Ifeltlikehegaveubhutisomething,

anopportunitythathecouldn'trefuse.That'swhy

hewasleaving,that'swhynoNkosinathiwas

suddenlyleavingforJo'burg.Itmadesense,butI

decidedtonotaskanything.Heparked

emsebenziniwamandlookedatme,

Nkosinathi:Awuyenzangailunchendlinidoyou

haveenoughmoneyonyou?

Me:Yes.

Nkosinathi:Usure?

Me:Yeah,butndcelaundithengeleidataxaune

chance.

Nkosinathi:Okay,gimmeakisske.

Ikissedhim,hesmiledandkissedmeback.

Me:Besafe.

Nkosinathi:Always.I'llcallyoungelunchtime



yakho.

Me:Okay.Bye.

Ileft,hedroveoutandwentabouthisbusiness.

****

Hedidn'tcallmengelunchtime,andIdidn'treally

mindbecauseIwasbusyanyway.Ihadalotto

catchuponemsebenzinibecauseIhadbeen"off

sick"foranentireweek.

Icalledacabandwenthome,welltobaby'shouse,

itwasslowlybecomingmyhometoo.Ubhutididn't

callmeaswell,hehe!IcalledBoyfie,Iwasworried,

itwasgettingdark.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:Babe,usabuya?



Nkosinathi:EwebutImightbeabitlate.

Me:Kuabitlateaswespeak,areyousureusabuya?

Nkosinathi:EwebabyndilaphaeKapa,butIhaveto

finishalittlesomethingbeforendizeendlini.

Ndiyabuyanyhani.

Me:Alittlesomethingdoesn'thaveaname?

Helaughed,

Me:Mmh,okay,ndiyalalakemnake.

Nkosinathi:Haibo,awuzondilinda?

Me:Ngokusewutheuzobalatemfondini?

Nkosinathi:Ndizokuvusakeuyazi.

Me:Don'tbeunfair,Ihaveworkksasa.

Nkosinathi:Iobviouslydon'tknowwhyyou'restill

goingtothatplace,butit'sokay.

Me:Willyougiveup?

Nkosinathi:Willyoucooktonight,please?

Me:Onlybecauseyouaskednicely.



Helaughedaswehungup,Icookeddinner,andhad

anhourlongvideochatwithmyson.Evenifiindaba

zethubezingavakalibutIcouldseehewashappy

seeingmyface.Icaughtupwithmomforabit,dad

hijackedthephone,wehadagoodlaughandthen

wehungup.

Idecidedtowaitforhim,Ididn'twanttoeatalone

anyway.HalfpasteightIgotacallfroman

unknownnumber,Ihesitated,butendedup

answeringbecausethepersonwasn'tgivingup.

Me:Hello?

Mam'Dakumba:Unjanisisi?

Me:Ndiyaphilaunjaniwena?

Mam'Dakumba:Ndiyaphilanam,uthethanomama

kaNkosinathindiyifumenekuAsenathiinumber

yakho.

Ifeltmyspinefreezing,Ilookedatthenumber



again.

Mam'Dakumba:Iknowthatthismightbean

unpleasantsurpriseforyou,butpleasedon'thang

upmntanam.

Me:HowcanIhelpyouMam'Dakumba?

Mam'Dakumba:I'dlikeustomeet,Ihearuhlala

aphaeKapangoku.Wheneveryouhavetime,please.

Me:Whatarewegoingtomeetfor?Whatarewe

goingtodiscussthatwecan'ttalkaboutrightnow?

Mam'Dakumba:I'dliketositdownandtalksisi.

Isighed,Ididn'twantto.

Me:Iwon'thavetimeanytimethisweek

Mam'Dakumba,henceI'maskingwhatcan'tbe

discussedoverthephone?

Mam'Dakumba:It'sokay,nobakunextweek.

Wheneveryouhavetime.



Me:Okay,I'lltellyou.

Mam'Dakumba:Okaysisienkosi.

Ididn'tanswerher,shehungup.

IcalledNkosinathi,

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:Howfarareyou?

Nkosinathi:Ndilaphaegate'ini.

Me:Sure.

Ihungupandgotoutofthebed,wenttowarmour

foodandwaitedforhim.Hewalkedinwithabunch

ofroses,andagiftbag,showeredmewithkisses

andthenwenttofreshenup.Iputhisfoodelounge

andstartedeatinginsilence.Hecamein,wearing

shortsonlyandtookhisplatefromtheotherside

andcametositnexttome.



Nkosinathi:Utheni?

Me:Ijustspoketoyourmother,shewantsusto

meet.

Nkosinathi:Mh,fornto?

Me:Idon'tknow...Shewouldn'tsay.

Nkosinathi:Areyougoingtomeether?

Me:Idon'twantto,whatdidshesaytoyou?

Nkosinathi:Ididn'tevenknowshecalledyou,soI

don'tknowwhyshe'dwanttomeetyou.

Ididn'tbelievehim,buthesoundedsincere.

Me:Mmh.

Nkosinathi:Sohowwasyourday?

Yes,thatwashimchangingthesubject.Swiftly.



[06/26,15:18] :#Onele_41

#Cassandra

Whenweweredoneeatingandcatchinguponeach

othersday,hewashedthedishesandIwiped.His

cousincalled,soheleftmeinthekitchenandwent

toanswerhisphoneelounge.Afewminuteslater,

hewaslaughing,makinghiswaybacktothe

kitchenwiththephonenowonloudspeaker.

Nkosinathi:Thethauyakuva.

Istoppedandlookedathim,

Zukisa:HehCassandra?

Me:Yhoawandibizakabuhlungumfondini.

Zukisa:Andinaxeshalakho,yehman,umenzentoni

uZiyanda?

IlookedatNkosinathi,shockedandconfused,but

hewashysterical.

Me:Njaningoku?



Zukisa:Okoendingxolelangegamalakholosisi

kulendlu,nitheningokunenzaiiplansthatexclude

usalready?

Iburstoutlaughing,Ithoughtitwassomethingbad,

youknow,Ididn'tthinkofwhathewassaying.

Zukisa:Oohiyahlekisa?

Me:Ohyhini,uxolokaloku.

Zukisa:Cassandra?

Me:Mamelakaloku,Ijustwanttogettoknowher

betterthat'sall.It'snotlikeadate-date,we'regoing

outfordrinksqha.

Zukisa:Oohokay,somnauyandazilento

ungandimemanga?

Ijustlaughedathim,

Zukisa:Ndiyezakekwezodrinkszenu,youwillget

toknowmetoo.



Andthenhehungup,Nkosinathilaughedashe

lookedathisscreenandIjuststoodtheresmiling.

Itwascute,andveryforeigntome.Thewhole

familything,thewholevibewasforeignespecially

fromastrangerbecauseI'mmostlylikethatwith

myfamily.Well,Iusedtobelikethatbeforethe

shoeTaSterathing...

Nkosinathi:Andwhywasn'tItoldaboutthis?

Me:Bekungekhoneed.

Nkosinathi:Haike,sihambanani.

Me:Niyaphiguys?

Nkosinathi:Wewanttogettoknowyoutwonathi.

Me:Babycomeon,Ijustwanttohavealittlegirl’s

nightwithZiyanda,notnomyeniwakheand

definitelynotwithyou.

Nkosinathi:Sithenithina?

Me:Youaremen!

Nkosinathi:WeareYOURmen,tshi.



Me:Kengoku?Wedon’tya’lleverywherewego

bethuna.

Nkosinathi:Kwababantubabiwakangakakule

SouthAfricayoutwojustwanttogooutandhave

drinksnedwa?Niright?

Me:Yhuhayniyazithandaizinto.

Helaughedandleftmethere,Ipackedandturned

offthelights,textedmybrotherasIfollowed

NkosinathitothebedroombecauseIwaskindof

stillwaitingforhiscallashehadpromised,he

didn’trespondsoIjustlethimbe.

Ziyandacalled,

Me:hey?

Ziyanda:Andisadikwe!

Me:Kudikwemnasana!

Ziyanda:Uyamaziukubahe’salreadylookingat



placeswecangoto?I’msittingherengathindim

omenywenguyengoku.

Me:Inobawenzalontonaloulaphaecam’kwam

ethecwakanje.

Nkosinathilaughed.

Ziyanda:Whatdowedonow?

Me:IwillcallyoungomsowhenI’matwork,

someone’seavesdroppingrightnow.

Ziyanda:Okay,goodnightbabe.

Me:Nightsis.

Ilaydown,facingtheotherwayandignored

Nkosinathi…

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Iignoredhim…

Heputhisphoneawayandcametohugmefrom



behindandIsmiled,IwantedtolaughbutIalso

wantedtoreallyignorehim.Wandibizawade

wancama,phofundileleesandibiza.

Wokeupthefollowingdayandhewasn’tinbed,I

didn’tbotherlookingforhimeventu,Ijustprepared

forwork.WhenIwasdone,Iwentdownstairsto

makemyselflunch,onlybecauseheraisedthe

issueoflunchthelasttimehedrovemetowork.

WhenIgottothekitchen,Ifoundhimthere,cooking,

well,makingbreakfastandmylunch.

Me:Morning.

Nkosinathi:GoodMorning.

Irolledmyeyesattheemphasison“Good”ashe

cametokissme,andheldmywaitskissingallover

myface.

Me:Okayyoucanstopnow.

Nkosinathi:Uleleundiqumbele?



Me:Andiqumbangamna,Iamhungrythough.

Nkosinathi:Thencomesit,ndikuphakele.

Mnqkmnqk,maybefunekandilalendiqumbileqho

ndizophekelwaibreakfasteverymorning.Whilehe

wasdishingup,hissistercalled,kwiphoneyam.I

didn’twanttoactdramatic,soIanswered.

Me:Hello?

Asenathi:Hi,unjani?

Me:Ndirightunjaniwena?

Asenathi:Ndirightnam…uxolowethungokuhlupha

uvuka,IwaswonderingifIcancomeseeyouat

yourworkplacenamhlanje?

IstolealookatNkosinathi,andthenlookedaway.

Me:Whatfor?

Asenathi:Iwouldliketohaveawordwithyou.

Please.



Me:Yintonileifunaudeuyeemsebenziniwam

ungenoyithetharightnow?Siyathethamosnangoku?

Asenathi:Idon’treallyhavetogotoyourworkke,

wecanmeetanywhereelse,aslongasit’sgoingto

beaface-to-facekindofthing.

WhatwasreallygoingonkuloNkosinathi?

Like,really,whatweretheyplanningngam?

Asenathi:Anywhereaphoucomfortablekhona,

please.

Me:Firstitwasyourmother,nownguwe?Guys,

nifunantonikum?

Asenathi:Umamaufunauxolisa,iyamtyainto

yongabikhokwilifeyomzukulwanawakhe,eyamke

wewilltalkaboutitwhenwemeetinperson.

Me:mfondini,umamakhoakanamzukulwana

uzelwendim,nivaxakuthwanikanti?

Asenathi:Cassandra,siyayaziusenomsindoand



maybeyoureallydohateusbutumntanawakho

ngokaNkosinathiandheismymothers’sonand

thatmakesherumakhuluwalamntanauzelwe

nguwe.

Me:Youreallycalledmesoearlyinthemorningto

patronizeme,right?

Asenathi:Ingxakiyakhoawuyifunikeinyani,

becausethere’snothingpatronizinghere,I’mjust

statingfactsozaziyonawe.

Me:Hayrhavoetsekman!Voetsek,nx!

Ihungupandputthephonedown,Nkosinathihad

servedmebreakfastbuthewasnowjustlookingat

me.Igotup,andwenttotakemybagandwentto

takemylunchthatwasalreadywaitingformeon

thekitchencounter.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:Pleasetakemetowork.

Nkosinathi:Yourfood?



Me:Lostmyappetite.

Nkosinathi:Cass…

Ididn’trespondtohim,Ijustwalkedoutandwentto

waitforhiminhiscar.Hefollowed,stillinpj’sand

anapron.Waqhubaimotoyakheokosithecwaka,

untilwegottomywork.Helockedthedoorsand

lookedatme,Ilookedoutsidemywindow,avoiding

eyecontact,sulking.

Nkosinathi:Whatisgoingon?

Me:Idon’twannatalk,please.

Nkosinathi:Youdon’twannatalk?Sowhenyou

eventuallywannatalkuzofunandikumamele,right?

Irolledmyeyes,stillnotlookingathim.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:Nkosinathi.



Nkosinathi:Iwokeupearlytodayandpreparedfood

foryou,thenonephonecallchangedyourentire

moodandmyeffortswentdownthedrain.What

wasthatallabout?

Me:Ifonlyyourfamilycouldjustbuggeroff!

Seriously.

Nkosinathi:Soeverytimeyouhaveafalloutwith

someone,youwillstormoff?

Me:Wearenottalkingabout“someone”here,but

yourmotherandsister.

Nkosinathi:Kengokumnandingenaphi?

Ndibathumile?

Ididn’tanswerhim.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:Hm?

Nkosinathi:Ndibathumilenah,tobotheryou?

Me:Andiyazi.



Nkosinathi:Awuyazi?Uyaziva?Areyoulisteningto

yourself?

Me:Youspentyourweekendkokwenu,emcimbini,I

don’tknowwhatconversationsy’allhadbutallofa

suddenI’mbeingbombardedwithiiphonecalls

zikamamakhonodad’wenuwantingustomeet.

Forntoni?Whynow?Yintonieyaboekum?Why

can’ttheyjustleavemenomntanamalone?

Nkosinathi:Sundishout’akaloku,personally,I

understandyourfrustrationbutuyikhuphela

emtwiniorongo.Umbuzowamwhichyouhaven’t

answeredyetis:Ndibathumilena?

Ididn’tanswerhimnditshilomosbaandiyazi,and

themostfrustratingpartwasthatIfeltlikeIwas

abouttocry,andIdidn’twantthat.Iwantedtocry

yes,butnotinfrontofhim.

Me:Nd’celauvuleimotoyakhondiphume.

Nkosinathi:Wearenotdonetalking.



Me:Okay.

Nkosinathi:Ifyoudonotwanttotalktoumamano

Asenathiblockthem,thisisveryeasy.Ifyouwant

toseeashrink,sayso,ndikubhatalelebecausewe

cannotgoonlikethis.Youareangry,youneedhelp

todealwiththatangerandIcanonlyhelpyouifyou

allowmeto.IamherewithyoubecauseIloveyou,I

wanttodothislifethingwithyoubutpleasework

withme.Realistically,myfamilywillknowthat

sibuyeleneandatsomepointtheywillseeumntana

inpersonnobaasimsangakubowecouldbump

ontothemetownorbazeaphabafikeelapha.That

istherealityofthesituation,bazombonaumntana

atsomepointbutwillwegettothatpoint

uselugcwabevuunjena?”

Ifeltthebetrayaloftearsstreamingdownmy

cheeks,

Nkosinathi:IamsorryifIambeingharshrightnow

butsibadalaandwehavetofaceizintowith



ingqondoyobudala,andithiyiyakubonobaawufuni

butitwon’thurthearingwhattheyhavetosay.

Umdala,youwillbemywife,xakukhoizinto

ezenziwayoekhayayouwillhavetoworkwiththese

twowomen.Canyouatleasttryke,uyosabela

bathiniandthensibuyesijonganenaleyointo?

Ididn’trespond.

HewasmakingmefeellikeIwasstupidforbeing

angryathisfamily,hebasicallywantedmetomake

peacewiththembecauseIwasgoingtobehiswife.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Icleanedmyfaceinsilence,hewastakingtheir

side.

Me:YouknowI’msittingherewonderingbawhydid

Ithinkyouwouldalwaysbeonmysidewhenyou’re

actuallyaDakumba?

Nkosinathi:Iamonyourside.

Me:Butyou’resittinghereadvocatingforyour



family?Right.

Nkosinathi:Youhaveselectivehearingkengoku,I

amnotadvocatingforanyonendifunanenzeuxolo

qhabecauseattheendofthedaynonke

nizobasebominibam.

Me:Haveanicedaybaby,pleaseunlockimoto.

Hesighedandunlockedhiscar.

Yes,hewouldhaveneverdisownedhisentirefamily,

hisfathermaybe,butumamakhe?Nah.Hewanted

umamakhe,udad’wabo,namtomakepeace.Andhe

saidhehadnothingtodowiththephonecalls?

Ndimisibhanxamos.

[06/26,15:18] :#Onele_42

#Cassandra

Ididn'tdomuchworkemsebenzinibecausemy

mindwasallovertheplace,lunchtime,Nkosinathi

broughtmelunch.HeknewIhadtakenthelunchhe



mademeksasabuthestillbroughtmelunch...

Lydia:Cass,there'saguyatthefrontlookingfor

you.

Lydiawasoneofthethreereceptioniststhatwe

had,beingaprivatepersonthatIwas,notevenone

ofmycolleaguesknewIhadaboyfriend.

Me:Whatdoeshelooklike?

Shedescribedhim,Isighedandclosedmy

lunchbox,putitbackinthecanteenfridgeandthen

followedher.Hewasstandingrightthere,witha

ChickenLickenbagandabouquetofflowers.

Me:Hey.

Heopenedhisarmsforahug,andIfellintoit.Took

theflowersandledhimtomyoffice.Hepulleda



chair,soIcouldsitnexttohiminsteadofbehindmy

desk.Iobligedyazi,becauseIdidn'twantusto

argueorfightoversomethingsosmallanduseless.

Nkosinathi:Howwasyourday?

Me:Unprogressive.

Nkosinathi:Howisyourdaynow?

Thatwasatrap,atrapIwasn'tgoingtofallinto.

Me:Youalwaysmakemydaybabe.

Hesmiled,

Me:But,youwastedmoneyhere,didyouforgetthat

youmademelunchtoday?

Nkosinathi:Ididn'tforget,Ijustwantedtoseeyou.

Me:Mmh.

IopenedhisChickenLickenandstartedeating.He



joinedmeandforafewminutesweateinsilence.

Thenhestoppedandlookedatme,Ididn'tstop,

becauseIkindofdidn'twanttorevertbacktothe

morningsconversation.

Nkosinathi:Ifeellikeweshouldtalkaboutthis

morning'sconversation.

Me:Mh.

Nkosinathi:IwillalwayshaveyourbackThixunathi,

Iamalwaysonyourside.Ifitwereuptome

ngekudalandakutshatasiziqaleleubomibethu

sobabiniwithoutababantuwhoarebotheringyou

butontheotherhandyoudon'twantthat.Youwant

family,youarefamilyorientedandIalsoloveyou

forthat.

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Nkosinathi:Isuggestedtoyouthatweshoulddo

lentoyenziwengooZukisa,awuyifuni.Iamnotsure



ifyourealizethatthesamefamilyroutethatyou

wantustotakewillnotonlyinvolveyourfamilyqha

butmyownfamilytoo.Myfamilyconsistsofthese

twowomenwhopissyouoffngophefumlanje,my

familyconsistsofthesamepeoplewho'vegiven

youandyourfamilytheideathatmysonshouldbe

calledMillion.Myfamilyconsistsofthesame

peopletha-

Me:Igetit.

Nkosinathi:Okay,soufunasithinikengoku?

Isighedandstoppedeating,

Me:Iwillgoseeyourmom,andhearherout.

Nkosinathi:Youreallywanttodothat?

Me:NoIdon'twantto,butIwanttoshutheroffmy

lifeforgoodhavingheardwhysheeventhoughtI'd

entertaintheideaofabortion.

Nkosinathi:Okay.



Ilookeddown,

Nkosinathi:Therapy?

Me:I'vebeentotherapyalready,there'snoneedfor

that.

Nkosinathi:Baby,you'reangry,you'rekilling

yourselfwithangerandtrustmeIdon'tblameyou.

I'monyourside,henceIwanttohelpyouheal

becauseyouwerethereformewhenIhadthat

heartproblem.Youhelpedmerightthroughthe

operation,Iwanttohelpyougobacktoyourself.To

thesamegirlImetatthebeach,tothesamegirl

thatIpromisedtohavemorebabieswith,tobuilda

lifewith.IwantthatCassandraback.

WasInotcryingbytheendofthatspeech?Why

washedoingthattome?Ifelthisarmsaroundme

andthenIcriedmore,untilIfeltarelief.Icleaned

myselfupandsuddenlyfeltshy,hekissedmylips



andheldthekiss.Ibreathed,

Nkosinathi:IloveyouCassandra.

Me:Won'tyougettiredofme?

Nkosinathi:WhywouldI?Whywouldyoueventhink

ofthat?

Ishrugged,

Nkosinathi:Haymanbaby,andiyindawo.Let'sjust

gettheselittlethingsdonesothatsiqaleifamily

yethuonacleanslate.

Inodded,

Mylunchwasover,soIwalkedhimouttohiscar.

Heheldmywaistashekissedme,wekissedfora

whileinthatparkinglot,Ifeltbetter.Seeinghim,

cryingandhearinghisaffirmationsmademefeel

better.

Nkosinathi:I'mreadytobeafatheragain.



Me:I'mnotreadyforthepregnancytrauma.

Nkosinathi:I'llbeherethistimearound,everystep

oftheway.

Me:You'llbeafatheragain,whenyou'vesent

iinkomoekhayabhuti.

Helaughedandkissedmeevenmore,thenheleft.I

walkedbacktomyofficeandcalledhismother,

Asenathiwouldhavetowait.Iwantedtohearher

motherfirst.

****

Isatrightacrossherandwaited,shelookedtired,

frailandwornout.Likeshehadn'tbeensleeping

well.Awaitresscametotakeourorder,Ijust

orderedhotchocolateandsheorderedherselftea.

Justbeforewecouldtalk,hersonrangmeup.



Me:Hi?

Nkosinathi:WhattimeamIpickingyouupkanene?

Me:I'llcatchacab.

Nkosinathi:YouknowIdon'twantyoutousepublic

transportationThixunathi.

Me:Kalokuwejustgothere,Ican'treallysayyhiza

ngosevenwhenIdon'tevenknowwhyI'mcalled

here.

Nkosinathi:Okayfine,I'llwaitaphakwiparking.

Me:You'restillhere?

Nkosinathi:Ndiyakwaziwenaungaveleumshiye

aphoumamainthefirstfiveminutesofthat

conversation.Sondifunaukubaready...For

anything.

Iwantedtolaugh,Ihatedthathefeltlikeheknew

meverywell.Iclearedmythroat,smilinglikea

stupidteeninlove.



Me:Okayfine,enkosi.

Nkosinathi:Loveyou.

Me:Bye.

Helaughedandhungup,Iwasn'tgoingtobe

disrespectfulandrespondtothat.Ilookedathis

mother,

Me:I'msorryaboutthat.

Mam'Dakumba:It'sokaysisi.

Ourbeveragescamethrough,

Mam'Dakumba:Idon'twanttowasteyourtimeat

all,soI'llgetrightintoit.

Me:Thankyou.

Mam'Dakumba:Iwantedtoapologizetoyoufor

whatIdidwhenyouwerepregnant,Iamgladthat



youneverlistenedtomeIamgladthatyounever

tookthatmoneyandyouchoseyoursonover

money.

WhatwasIsupposedtosay?

Mam'Dakumba:IknowIhavehurtyou,andI

apologizeforthat.IknowIcannotturnbackthe

time,butallIwantisforyouforgiveme,I'mnot

heretoadvocateformyfamily.Ndizelemna

ndedwa,formyownpartandtomakepeacewith

youbecauseIammissingoutonmygrandson'slife.

Iwanttobeapresentgrandmother,butIalso

acknowledgethatImadethisbed.

Iputmycupdownandclearedmythroat,

Me:Howdoesitfeeltohearyourselfsayingyour

grandsontosomeoneyouwantedtobeshoved

downthedrain?



Sheswallowedandputherteadown.

Me:Howdoesitfeeltohearyourselfsayingyour

grandsontosomeoneyouwantedtopayanentire

million,forhisexistencetobeerased?

Mam'Dakumba:Kubuhlungumntanam,Iwon'tlie,

kubuhlungu.

Me:Inobakunjanikum?

Shecried,Isawtearsinhereyesandmyheart

broke.

Mam'Dakumba:Ndcelauxolomntanam.

Me:AndikwazimnaukuxolelamamabecauseI

thoughtasawoman,youwouldtakemysidewhen

Iwascorneredbutinsteadyouadvocatedforsuch

eviltobefallme.Youallowedthemeninyourhouse

tonotonlydisrespectmebuttodisrespectmy

family,ifIwantedtopinyoursondownngomntana

don'tyouthinkI'dhavefollowedhimkulandawo



wayekuyowhenIfoundoutthatIwaspregnant?

Evenafterebuyile,nanikhenandibonandileqeka

emvakwakheornguyeumntuowabangumsila

wam?

Shedidn'trespond...

Me:Whatkillsmethemostisthatyou'reonly

apologizingbecauseyou'remissingout,not

becauseyou'resorry.Eyonantouyifunayo

kukubonaumntanawamqha.

Mam'Dakumba:That'snottrue,I'mapologizing

becauseIknowwhatIdidwaswrong.

Me:IfIhadaborted,wouldwebesittinghere?

Shedidn'trespond...

Me:Webothknowwouldn'tbehere,thatIknowfor

surebutIwouldbeintlekisaeniyithukangesilambi



esemkanemillionyenuasifasinamaliekhaya.

Mam'Dakumba:I'msorrysisi,pleaseforgiveme.

Okay,whatcanIdo,toshowyouthatIamsorry?

ThatI'mbeingsincere?

Me:Takeyourhusband,andyoursonlowayekhona

whenyouwereofferingmelamalinihambeniyocela

uxoloekhaya.

Shefroze....

Me:uMillionngumntanakaTatamnomamam,you

makingpeacewithmedoesn'tguaranteeyouthat

youwillhaveaccesstohimbutyoutakingastep

andtheinitiativetogotomyfamilyuyocelauxolo

mightenlightenthesituationabit.Idon'tknowif

myfatherwouldwelcomeyouoryourfamilyinto

hishouse,but,keyouwillneverknowuntilyoutry.

Shenodded.

Mam'Dakumba:Iwilltalktomyhusbandnamhlanje,



ndibuyelekuwe.

Me:Okay.

Mam'Dakumba:Willyoubeabletogiveusyour

dad'scontactdetailssothatwecancallhimand

scheduleanappointmentbeforewegoalltheway

totheEasternCape?

Me:uNkosinathiunazomama,ungazicelanapha

kuye.

Mam'Dakumba:Okaykesisi,enkosiwethu

ngokuvumaudibananam.Iknowhowharditmust

havebeenforyou.

Ididn'thavemuchtosaytothat,butwhenwewere

done,Ileftherthereapparentlyshewasmeeting

someoneelse.Ifoundhissonreallywaitingforme

kulandawobendimshiyekuyowhenhedroppedme

off,hewassleeping.

[06/26,15:19] :#Onele_43

#Cassandra



Nkosinathi:Howdiditgo?

Me:Ithrewherwithmycoffee!

ThenIputmybaginthebackpassengerseat,he

didn’tmove,hejustlookedatmewaitingfor

something,andinasmuchasIwantedtobe

seriousaboutwhatIhadjustsaid,Icouldn’t.I

laughed,

Me:Ndiyadlala,sithethile.

Nkosinathi:Whatdoyoumeannithethile?Nithethe

ntoninamisanaphi?

Me:Wespokebaby,abouteverything.

Nkosinathi:Insuchashorttime?

Me:Ewe,she’sgoingtoaskyourdadandyour

brotherbahambenayebayoxolisaekhaya.

Nkosinathi:DadisinMoscow.



Me:Andingenindawomna,shesaidshewilltalkto

himtonight.

Henoddedandstartedthecar,

Nkosinathi:I’mproudofyou.

Me:Sungxama,kusekhouAsenathi.

Nkosinathi:Haha!OksalayoI’mproudofyou…

Justthen,myphonerang,anunknownnumber.

Me:Hello?

DrSirhonyi:MsMzayi,unjani?

Hewastheonlypersonwhoevercalledmelikethat,

andforsomereason,Iwasexcitedtohearfromhim.

Me:Mpumelelo?



Helaughed,

DrSirhonyi:Yep,it’sme.Unjanimfondini?

Me:Dude!I’mokay,I’msurviving,unjaniwena?

Wherehaveyoubeen?

IsawNkosinathi’sweirdlook,butignoredhim.It

hadbeenawhilesinceIheardfromMpumeleloand

evenifourfriendshipwasarockyonetakinginto

considerationthatheprobablywasthereason

NkosinathiandIbrokeupinthefirstplace,buthe

wasthereformethroughoutthepregnancyupsand

downsandevenafterIgavebirth,whenNkosinathi

wasn’t.

DrSirhonyi:I’malright,I’mgood.Whencanwemeet

up?Coffeeorlunch?

Me:Howabouttomorrow,lunchtime?

DrSirhonyi:Alright,shouldIpickyouup?

Me:Yesplease,haiboMpumi!



Helaughedaswesaidourgoodbyesandhungup.

Iwasobviouslystillsmiling,andIcouldsee

Nkosinathi’sweirdlooksfromtheoutercornerof

myeyebutIdecidedIwon’texplainanythingunless

heasks.Whichhedidn’t,wellnotimmediately.We

gothome,andfollowedeachotherinside.Iwanted

tocookforhim,justtoreturnthemorning’sfavour

andsoIquicklywenttothebedroom,changedand

thenreturnedtothekitchen.Hewasbusyinthe

lounge,

Istartedcooking,hisphonerang,Ijustheard

muffledsoundsashewalkedouttothepatio.Then

Idecidedtocallhissisterwhilehewasoutand

scheduleameetingwithher,asperherrequest.

Asenathi:Cassandra?

Me:Whendoyouwantustomeet?

Asenathi:AkukhonoMhololokengoku?



Me:MholoAsenathi,whendoyouwantustomeet?

Asenathi:How’stomorrow?

Me:Canwemakeitthefollowingday?Ialready

havemydayplannedouttomorrow.

Asenathi:Okayfinebyme,wherearewemeeting?

Me:Idon’tknow,choosealocationngokwakho.

Asenathi:Uzobagrandngetransport?

Me:yes.

Asenathi:Okayke,Iwillsendyouthelocation.

Me:Sure,bye.

Asenathi:Bye.

IhungupandfocusedonwhatIwasdoing,whenI

wasdone,Iplatedupandservedhim.Hewasback

fromhisphonecall,butbusyonhisLaptop.

ImmediatelyafterIputthefooddownheclosedhis

stuffandpackedup,focusedonthefoodinfrontof

himandofcourse,me.



Nkosinathi:Smellsnice.

Me:tastesnicetoo.

Hechuckledandagreedwithanod.

Thenafterawhile,heaskedmeoutngoMpumelelo.

Nkosinathi:Soyourfriendisback?

Me:Myfriend?

Nkosinathi:UMpumeleloSirhonyi.

Me:Oh,apparentlyso.

Heeyed,me.

Therewassomethingweirdinhiseyes…

Me:What?

Nkosinathi:Wherehashebeenallthistime?



Me:Idon’tknow,IguessIwillfindouttomorrow.

Nkosinathi:You’rereallyhavinglunchwithhim?

Me:Whyshouldn’tI?

Heshookhishead…

Istoppedeatingandlookedathim.

Me:AmImissingsomething?

Nkosinathi:AmImissingsomething?

Me:What?

Nkosinathi:Thewayyoulitupafterthatphonecall

Cassandraiyandikrokrisa,istheresomethingI

shouldknowaboutthisguy?

Me:Yhima,thewayIlitup?Iyakukrokrisa?Hewethu,

uqaleniniukukhweleta?Letaloneukukhweletelau

Mpumelelowhohappenstobeyournephew’s

father.

Nkosinathi:Idon’tlikehim.

Me:Okay,butmnandingenaphi?



Hejustrolledhiseyes,whatwashappeningkanti?

Me:Baby?

Nkosinathi:Mh?

Me:What’sgoingon?

Nkosinathi:Ijustdon’tlikehim,andIdon’tfeel

comfortablewithyoumeetinghimngomso.

Me:Youdon’tfeelcomfortable?

Nkosinathi:Ewe.

Ididn’trespond,no,Iwasn’tgoingtoarguewithhim

ngentoendingayaziyo.Ifhehadsomethingtosay

aboutuMpumelelothenhehadtheoptiontocome

outwithitkwangokubecauseIwasn’tgoingto

canceltheplansIhadmadeekhonaforinto

endingayaziyo.Iateup,wenttoputmybowlinthe

kitchenandthenwenttotakeashower.WhenI

cameout,hewasalreadygettinginbed,thephone



callmusthavereallychangedhismood.Igotin

nexttohim,andmovedinveryclose,somyleg

couldgooverhis.Heopenedhiseyesandjust

lookedatmeasIkissedhim.

Me:Uqumbelentoni?

Nkosinathi:Iamtired,hadalongday.

Me:Really?

Nkosinathi:Yesreally,goodnightbaby.

Thenheclosedhiseyesagain,Iturnedoffthelight

andmovedinevenmoreclosertohim.Hisarm

wentovermybody,hecuddledme,andIkissedhis

breastplate,averylight,featherykiss.

Me:Iloveyou.

Nkosinathi:Loveyoutoo.



Andwiththat,hekissedthecrownofmyhead.

****

Iwokeuparound2amandhewasawake,just

lookingatme.AssoonasIopenedmyeyes,he

kissedmylipsandsmiled,Ifeltweird,butsmiled

andwenttothebathroom,camebackandjoined

himinbed.Itwasabitchilly,soIcuddledup

againsthiswarmthandhejustchuckled.

Nkosinathi:NowIseewhyyoudon’twantmychild

tocomelivewithyou,uyakuthandaukuthinca.

Me:Kuyabandachap.

Hemadesurethatevenmybackwascovered,I

liftedmyeyesandmethis.

HislipsslowlycameformineandIwelcomedthem,

wekissed,wemadeout,madelove.



Hehadaskillinattendingtomyneeds,hisclose

attentiontodetailandhispatiencewithmewasjust

remarkable.Hewasn’tthekindtostopwhenhewas

satisfied,buthemadesurethatIwassatisfiedas

well.

Nkosinathi:NdiyakuthandaThixunathi.

Me:Ndiyayazinamlonto.

Hesealedthatwithakiss,Iburiedmyheadrightin

hischestandbreathed.ThatwasallIcouldever

need,him.

[06/26,15:19] :#Onele_44

Iwokeupinthemorningandwenttomake

breakfast,Iactuallymadeenoughfoodforthree

people,myselfandmyparents.Onlytogoand

knockintheirroomandfindoutthatIwastheonly

personinthatentirehouse.Theywerenothome,I

didn’tevenhearthemleavebutitdidn’tmatter.



Morefoodformyselfthen.

Irealizedtherewasnobread,soIgrabbedmoney

frommywalletandwenttothespazashop.Isawa

carstoppingneartheshopasIwasapproachingit,

Ididn’tevenpayattentiontoitbecauseIwas

hungryandIjustwantedbread,ndoguduke

ndiyotya.Iwaitedinline,twoguyswereinfrontof

me,oneofthemorbothofthemsmeltverygood.

Theyboughtandturnedtoleave,oneofthemwas

Ntsika,hejustsmiledbroadlyandsteppedaside

waiting,whiletheotheronewenttothepassenger

sideofthecar.Ndathengaisonkasamandturned

towalkaway,hewalkedrightnexttome.

Ntsika:Umntuubamhlenobauyavukaphakwa

Tat’uMzayi.

Iignoredhim.

Wewalkedinsilence,hekeptontalkingtohimself

andIignoredhimuntilIcouldn’tignorehim

anymore.



Ntsika:Unjanimntuwam?

Me:ndingumntuwakhouqalaninikanene?

Ntsika:Awundifunimoswena.

Me:Andyoudon’tgetahint?

Ntsika:Akhohint’ndizoyiget’amnaOnele,unjani?

Isighed,whatabadwaytostartmyday!

Me:NdirighttorhoNtsika,nd’celaundiyekekengoku,

ndikuphendulemos.

Ntsika:CanIbuyyoulunchbeforendikuyeke?

Me:No.

Ntsika:Whynot?

Me:Ihaven’thadbreakfastyetwenaufuna

undithengelailunch?Really?

Ntsika:Ican’treallyoffertobuyyoubreakfast

kodwauphetheisonkasotyaforbreakfastnowcan



I?

Me:Howaboutyoujustleavemealone?

Ntsika:Gimmeakissndikuyeke.

Me:Uphambene?

Ntsika:Soawundifuninyhani?

Me:I’vebeensayingthat,dude,utshayantoni?

Ntsika:Nditheni,ndikhangelekandiqhunyiwe?

Me:Toomuch.

Ntsika:Uyayibonakei-effectthatyouhaveonme?

Me:Yiyho!

Ntsika:Okayfinendikuyekile,butIlikeyou.

Me:Great,nowbye!

Hehadalreadywalkedmetomygate,soIjust

walkedandclosedit.Hestoodthere,smilingfrom

eartoear,Igotinsidemyhouseandwatchedhim

behindthecurtainsashewalkedaway,stillsmiling.

Whatwaswrongwithhimthough?



Imadebreakfastandwenttoeatinthelounge,then

usis’Asandacalled.

Me:Sisi?

Asanda:Heybaby,unjani?

Me:I’mokaysisiunjaniwena?

Asanda:Ndirightnam,hehsanaingathikuzobakho

somechangeofplans.

Me:Haibo,njaningokusisi?Pleasedon’ttellme

uyabuya,please.

Shelaughed,Ialmosthadapanicattack!Why

wouldshedothat?

Asanda:Ndiyabuyababy,infactsonkesiyabuya

immediatelybegqibaabantwanaubhala.

Me:HaibosisiIthoughtuzozisanjeabantwana

bodwa,whatchanged?



Asanda:Alotofthingschanged,butImisshome

andIthinkIjustneedtobehomekhendibe

surroundedbylove.Maybendingaright.

Me:Oh,soawukhoright?

Asanda:Ihaven’tbeenalrightinawhile,butI’m

gettingthere.I’msorrythoughtifImessedupyour

plans,youseemedabitexcitedtocomethisside.

Me:I’mstillgoingtocome,Ithinkndizozakule

weekendsiyakuyodependingontherents

agreement.Butndisezaevenifandizohlalaforlong

ke.

Asanda:Oohokay,haikeit’scool.

Me:Sharpkesisi.

Iwasn’tgoingtoallowusisitoruinmyplansmna,

allofasuddenuyagoduka?Why?Tyhini!

IknewIwasgoingtoPretoria,andthenxaehamba

ndilahlekenegamalamndiyekuGingerqha,very

simple.

Istartedpackingmytravelingcase,andthenSteve



called.

Me:Bhuti?

Steve:Unjani?

Me:Ndirightbhutiunjaniwena?

Steve:Ndiright,uthiutatakhoufunaukuyae

Pretoria?

Me:Ewebhuti.

Steve:Khaw’lungisekendidlulengawe.

Me:Wait,rightnow?

Steve:Kantibenigqibeentweni?

Me:Okaybhutinevermind,uzofikandiready.

Steve:Sharp.

Hehungup.

Hesoundedlikehewasdriving,andhereIthoughtI

wasgoingtoflytoPTA,butIdidn’tcaremuchas

longasIwasleaving.



Rightafterthatcall,Icalledmyboyfriend.

Hisphonerangonceandcut,Itriedagain,haibo

sameresults.

IlefthimamessageonWhatsAppanditgotone

tick.
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Iwokeupandagain,hewasnotinbed.

IrealizedthatwassomethingIshouldgetusedto,

soIjustpreparedforwork,whenIwasdoneIwent

tothekitchenandhewasn’tthere.Itlookedlikehe

hadmademylunchalready,andbreakfast,buthe

wasn’tthere.

Ipeepedoutside,thedoorwasopen,andIdidn’t

seehimbutthenIheardhisvoicefromthelounge

sideandwalkedoverthere.Hewasinthepatio,ina



veryheatedargument.Ilistened,

Nkosinathi:Kengokuwenaungenaphi?…Ndoda,if

youknowwhat’sgoodforyoustaythehellaway

frommywife!…Wasshesupposedtoreporttoyou?

…Hella,fstek!

Iwalkedawayfromthere,satdownandhadmy

breakfast.Whowashiswife?Wellifhewas

referringtomethentheotherpersonontheendof

thelinemusthavebeenMpumelelo.Itonlymade

sensethatway…hewentonandon,untilIeven

finishedmyfood.Igrabbedmybag,andlunchthen

Iwenttohim,hewasstillonthatphone.Itapped

hisshoulder,heturnedandcutthecall…

Nkosinathi:Baby,sewunxibile?

Me:Morning,uright?

Nkosinathi:I’mgood,why?



Ishrugged,hesmiled,puttinghisphoneinhis

pocketandthenpulledmebythewaist,kissingmy

cheeks.

Nkosinathi:Awusanukikamnandinamhlanje.

Me:Namhlanje?

Hechuckled,Ididn’tlaugh.Whydidheemphasize

on“namhlanje”asifandiqhelangakunuka

kamnandi?

Me:CanIpleasedrivemyselfnamhlanje?

Nkosinathi:No,masambe,yintoniespecial

namhlanjewafunaukuziqhubela?

Ichuckled,Iwasn’tgoingtodrivemyselfkodwa

bendithekuMpumelelomakazondithatha.It

wouldn’tmakesense.Wewalkedout,following

eachotherandthenwedrovetowork.Hismind

wasnottherewithus,itwaselsewhereandI

decidedtoleavehimlikethat,andnotbotherhim.



Whateverorwhoeverworkedhimupmusthave

beenarealproblem,threatofsomekind.He

droppedmeoff,kissedmeandleftwithouteven

waitingformetowalkintothebuilding,likehe

normallywould.Ishookmyheadndangena

emsebenzini.

Lunchtime,Mpumelelocalledandaskedfor

directionstomyworkplace,Isentthemtohimand

hereallycametofetchme.Iwasreallyhappyto

seehim,helookedgoodandhappy.Helooked

betterthanthelasttimeIspoketohim…

DrSirhonyi:Youlookhappy.

Me:I’mhappytoseeyou.

DrSirhonyi:No,youlookhappy,you’reinahappier

placethanthelasttimeIsawyou.

Me:Maybethingschangedyouknow,maybeI’m

tryingtobeatpeace.

DrSirhonyi:Whateveritis,itlooksgoodonyou.



Me:Thankyou,

Weplacedourorder.

Me:So,wherehaveyoubeen?

DrSirhonyi:I’vebeenbusybuildingarelationship

withmyson.

Me:Aaawman,howishe?

Haikehewentonandon,Icouldseefromthebeam

onhisfacethathewasreallyhappy.Umntuabe

happyadeatyebe?YhoooMpumelelo!Didmy

boyfriendnotcallmewhilewewereeating?Imized

him,untilourlunchwasover,Mpumelelodroveme

backtowork.Attheparkinglot,heturnedoffthe

ignitionandsmiled,lookingatme.Iblushed,

DrSirhonyi:I’msurprisedyourboyfriendhasn’t

checkeduponyou.



Me:Myboyfriend?

DrSirhonyi:Yes,Iknowya’llarebacktogether.

Me:Andhowdoyouknow?

DrSirhonyi:Thequestionshouldbe,whyareyou

twosneakingaround?It’swhatyoubothwant,right?

Me:Yeah.

DrSirhonyi:Thenwhyareyousneakingaround?

Me:Ijustdon’twanthisfamilyanywherenearmy

child.

DrSirhonyi:Butyouwanthim?

Me:Ilovehim.

DrSirhonyi:Areyoupreparedtobepartofthat

family?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

DrSirhonyi:Cass,youcan’ttellmeyou’replanning

tomarryintoafamilyyouhaven’tresearched.

Me:Research?Why?



Helaughed,andshookhishead.

Whywasheeventalkingaboutmarriage?How

muchofmylifedidheknow?

Me:Whatareyousaying?

DrSirhonyi:IamsayingwhatI’vealwayssaidto

you,doyourhomework.Makesurethatyouare

preparedtomarryintotheDakumbaclan,make

sure.

Me:Okayfine,what’sgoingon?Whatdoyouknow

thatIshouldknow?

DrSirhonyi:Iknowthatyourboyfriendisclaiming

youashiswife,whichiskindscutebecauseke

niyafanelana.

Irolledmyeyesathissarcasm,helaughed.

DrSirhonyi:Look,justdoyourresearchbeforeyou

committoalifetimethingsuchasmarriage.Ihave

alwaystoldyouayikhorightlafamilybuteventhen,

Iknewyoustilllovedyourbabydaddyasyoustill



donangokuandkeIwillnotsithereandliendithi

ndikuncamile,andikuncamangabutbecauseI

respectyou,Ihavedecidedtoletgo.

Ibreathed,

DrSirhonyi:Kodwakewithallofthatbeingsaid,I

docareaboutyouhenceIwantedustomeetin

person.Ifyou’resureyouwanttospendtherestof

yourlifewithNkosinathithensithimdownandask

himtotellyouthetruthabouthisfamily.Not

becausehehasto,butbecausemosttimeswhen

youmarryintoafamily,youbecomeoneofthem

andwhat’stheirs,becomeyourssokubangcono

okungenaentwenioyaziyokunokothuka

sewungaphakathi.

Me:Uyandoyikisayazingeziriddleszakho.

Helaughed,



DrSirhonyi:Uxolo,Idon’tmeantoscareyoumore

thanmakingyouaware.Qha.

Inodded,heopenedhisarmsandwehugged.

IwatchedhimdriveoutandthenIwalkedintomy

officefeelingmoreconfusedthanhappy,thatwas

thedrainingpartaboutthelunch,itwasconfusing.

Hesaidalotofthings,butwithheldalotof

information.
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IreturnedtomydeskandcalledNkosinathi,

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:Hey,Imissedyourcall.Unjani?

Nkosinathi:I’mhappyyoucalled,unjaniwena?

Me:I’mokaybabe,ubuzothini?



Nkosinathi:Iwasjustcheckinguponyousthandwa

sam,nothingmuch.

Me:Ohman,enkositatakhe.

Nkosinathi:Howwasyourlunch?

Me:Itwasokay,ndisandobuya.

Nkosinathi:Justokay?

Me:Ewebaby,justokay.

Nkosinathi:Mmh,uthiebephiallthistime?

Me:Uthihewasbusybondingwithhisson,Ididn’t

askwherekenambecauseandingenindawo.

Nkosinathi:Andhe’sbackforgood?

Me:WhyarewediscussinguMpumelelokanene

baby?

Hefake-coughed!

Nkosinathi:I’mjustcuriousastowhyhe’sback

ngokusendilungiseizintonawe.Whatarehis



motiveseintlek?

Me:Huh?

Nkosinathi:Cassandrawebrokeupngenxa

yalomjitainthefirstplace,nowthatsesilungise

izintophakathikwethu,siyavanaandwearehappy

hecomesbackoutoftheblue.Ufunantoni?

Okay,hewasn’tjustshoutingatmebuthesounded

aggravated.

Me:Oh-kay…so,uhm,canIreturnbacktomywork

andthenwecancontinuewiththisconversation

lateron?Xandibuyile?

Nkosinathi:I’llbehomelatetonight.

Me:Uyaphi?

Nkosinathi:I’minJohannesburgrightnow,ndine

meetingngo4so…

Me:Oh,ndizogodukangantonikengokumna?

Nkosinathi:I’llsendyoumoneytocallacab.



HesaidthatsocasuallyandIfeltabitirritated.

Me:Okay.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyou.

ThenIhungup,Iwasirritated.

Hecouldn’thavetoldmeearlierthathewasn’t

around,thathewasn’tgoingtobeabletofetchme?

Thatwasthewholepointofmerequestingthatwe

fetchmycar,becauseIknewhealsohadalifeof

hisownbuthesaidhe’dalwaysbearound.But,I

hadalotonmymindIdidn’twanttoendupsaying

anythingIwouldlaterregret.SoIcontinued

nomsebenziwamuntilhometime,hesentmeimali

foracab,Ijusthikedfromacolleaguendayokhwela

itaximnaerankini.SittinginthattaxiIreplayed

everythingMpumelelosaid,butIknewverywell

thatIwouldn’tbeabletoaskNkosinathianything.



Hewouldbemad,whywouldImeetMpumeleloand

stilldiscussindabazakokwabo?

“Cassandra?”

Ilookedup,Ididn’tknowtheperson.

Me:Hi,

Thula:Unjanisisi?

Me:I’mgoodthankyou,doweknoweachother?

Thula:Nowedon’t,butIknowyou.Doyouknow

Mpumelelo?

Me:Mpumelelo?

Thula:Yes,MpumeleloSirhonyi.

Me:urh,yes.Why?

Thula:Domethisonefavourplease,tellhimtodrop

it.

Me:Dropwhat?



Thula:Whathe’sdoing,tellhimNokuthulaorjust

Thulasaidhemustdropit.

Ilookedather,confused.

Shelookedlikehim,abit,butshelookedolder.

Thula:I’mhissister…

Me:Oh,you’rehissister?Mpumelelohasasis-?

Thula:I’vebeentryingtogetthroughtohimforthe

pasttwoyearsandakamameli,please,tellhimifhe

stillwantstoliveandseehissongrowoldhemust

justdropit.It’snotworthit.

Me:Okay,lemmegiveyouhisnumbersoyoucan

callhimumxelelengokwakho.

Ilookeddown,dugformyphoneinmybag,the

minuteIlookedup,shewasnolongerthere.I

lookedaround,nosightofher.Ifeltmyspine

freezing,Iliterallyfeltuneasyandimmediately



regrettedtakingataxihomeinsteadofacabasI

wastoldto.Yaskeyangathiiyacothakwalemoto

becauseIwantedtocallMpumelelondimxelele.

Ifinallygothome,immediatelyafterlockingthe

gate,Icalledhim.

DrSirhonyi:MamakaBhabha?

Me:DoyouknowofaNokuthula?OrThula?

DrSirhonyi:TheonlyThulaIknowwasmysister.

Me:Was?

DrSirhonyi:Yes,shepassedawayalongtimeago.

Me:WHAT?

Iliterallydroppedmybags,Ifeltparalyzedfora

second.

DrSirhonyi:Whyareyouaskingmeaboutmysister?



Me:Because,shecametomeatthetaxirankand

saidImusttellyoutodropit.

DrSirhonyi:Huh?

Me:Yoursister,Thula,shesaidthatshe’sbeen

tryingtogetthroughtoyouforthepasttwoyears

andwenaawum’mameli.ShesaidImusttellyou

thatifyoustillwanttoliveandseeyoursongrow

oldthenyoumustjustdropit.It’snotworthit.

Hewentsilentonme…

Iwasstilloutside,mybagsrightnexttome.

Me:Canyouexplainthat?

DrSirhonyi:Whatwasshewearing?Thewoman

youspoketo.

Me:Awhitevest…and,redbeadedearrings.Likeezi

zinxitywangamagqirhaorsomething…

Hesighed.



Me:Explain.

DrSirhonyi:Notnow,thankyouforthemessage.I’ll

callyou.

Thenhehungup.

Ilookedatmyscreen,pickedupmybagsand

walkedintothehouse.ThemoreIreplayedmy

entireday,themorenothingmadesense.Firstofall,

Mpumelelorockedoutofnowhere,andwehad

lunch.Fine.Thenhissisterrocksoutofnowhere,

givesmeamessageforhimonlytofindoutthat

she’sactuallyaghost.Ifshediedalongtimeago,

thenshe’saghost,right?

Theminutethatsunkin,IcalledNkosinathi,almost

crying.Ispoketoaghost,Ispoketoanentire

GHOST!

Nkosinathi:Baby?



Me:Nd’celaubuye.

Nkosinathi:Haibobaby,ItoldyouIhaveameetin-

Me:Pleasecomehometorho,please.

Nkosinathi:Okaycalmdownbaby,what’swrong?

Istartedhyperventilatingandcryingatthesame

time,ihadneverseenletalonespokentoaghost

butallofasuddenIhadanentireconversationwith

oneinapublicplace?Andshevanished?

Me:Idon’tknow…

Nkosinathi:Butyou’recrying,andyouwantmeto

comehome?Like,rightnow?

Itookadeepbreath.

ClosedmyeyesandrealizedthatIwasactually

beingirrational.Maybe,maybetheladyIspoketo

wasn’treallydead.Andevenifshewas,uzofika

athiniuNkosinathi?



Me:Uhm,

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:It’sfine,youcancomebackxaugqibile.

Nkosinathi:Kantibabywhat’sgoingon?

Me:I’lltellyouobuyakwakho.

Nkosinathi:Usendliningoku?

Me:ewe.

Nkosinathi:Awulimelangaorsomething?

Uyandoyikisamamakhe.

Me:Nondiright,I’lluhm,I’llwaitupforyou.

Nkosinathi:Okay,ungapheka.Ordersomething.

Me:Kay,loveyou.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyoutoo.

Wehungup.

Ilookedaroundthehouse,feelingabitparanoid.
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Isatinbed,andstarteddoingmyresearch,first

researchingmyveryownboyfriend.Hewas

obviouslyolderthanmeandevenmoreestablished,

butIneverreallysawtheneedtodothisuntilnow.

Itwasn’treallyaneed,butIwascurious…

Forthefirsthour,therewasnothinginteresting,

nothingthatIdidn’tknowalready,nothingshocking

orsurprising.Iputthelaptopaway,wenttohis

closetandstartedgoingthroughhisdocuments

thatwereinthesafe.Itwasleftajar,forsome

reason,orheleftinahurryanddidn’tnoticethathe

didn’tcloseit.Iwasn’tsure.

Eventhen,therewasnothingfishy,justhis

businessdocumentsandID’sqha,soIgaveup.I

gaveupconvincedthatMpumelelowaseithercrazy

orhewasconniving.Myphonerangxandibuyela

ebhedini,



Me:Baby?

Nkosinathi:Ukuthengileukutya?

Me:I’mnothungry.

Nkosinathi:Mnandizobuyandityentoni?

Me:Uzodlulangokutyatatakhebeforeuzeendlini,

haibo.

Nkosinathi:Ikwenzentonileouyakhokulelunch

yenu,waskewamuncu?

Igulped,swallowedmyresponserightthen.

Nkosinathi:Cassandra?

Me:Mh?

Nkosinathi:NenzenentoninoMpumelelo?

Me:Ifyouhavenothingtoaskorsaytomeother

thanwhatyou’resayingrightnowmayweplease

cutthecall?



Nkosinathi:Ndcelauordeukutya,ndizobuyalate

kakhulumnaandI’mtiredandizokwaziuhambe

ndidlula.

Me:kay.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyou.

Me:uright.

Nkosinathi:Youdon’tloveme?

Me:Khandiyeketorho.

Nkosinathi:Hayiniubaby,uburightkeksasawhenI

leftyouatwork,soobviouslythishaseverythingto

dowithlandodayakho.

Ihungup.

Yeshewasjoking,butIwasagitated,yho!

Iorderedfoodforhim,wentdownstairsandtooka

bottleofwineandaglassthenIwalkedbackupthe

stairsandintobed.Isawaflippenghost!Anentire

ghost,withsangomaattributes?Yhu!



Idranktwoglassesndacimela,kantindiyendalala.

Iwaswokenupbyhisscent,andfaintvoice,hewas

onthephonewithsomeonebuthewasangry.I

lookedathimasthemorning’seventcamebackto

mymind,hewasalsoangryonthatphonecallin

thepatio.Itfeltweird,butIwastryingtomake

senseintoeverythingthatwashappeningbutyey

ha.aman.

Iwenttotheloo,camebackandhewasstillonthe

phone,hisbacktowardsme.Iswitchedoffmylamp

ndalala…

Intheweehoursofthemorning,Iwokeuptohim

staringatme.

Me:Yintoni?

Hekissedmylips,smiling.

Imovedcloser,coveringmyheadwiththeblanket.



Nkosinathi:Youdidn’tevengreetmephezolowena.

Me:Youwerebusyshoutingatsomeone.

Nkosinathi:Walalakengokuungakhangeuthethe

nam?

Ididn’tanswerhim,itwasflippen3am.Whywould

Iwanttohaveaconversationat3amwhenthere

werealototherthingsIcouldbedoingotherthan

talking.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:What’sthetimebaby?

Nkosinathi:3:15am.

Me:Nd’celaulalake.

Nkosinathi:ButImissyou,ndikugqibelek’sasa

kalokusthandwasam.



Iignoredhim,Iwasn’tsleepyanymorebutyho,

ukuthethango3ekuseni?Hay!

Nkosinathi:So,yourfriend,ithiniintoyakhe?Ona

seriousnote?

Me:IloveyouyaziNkoshame,Ireallydobutinto

endingazoyenzakukuncokolangoMpumelelonawe

ngo3ekuseni.Hayibabyandizitu.

Nkosinathi:DidyoujustcallmeNko?Yho

Helaughed,Ijustsmiled,Ihadalwayscalledhimby

hisfullname.Lentoyeshortnameshadnotsunkin

kum,nguNkosinathiortatakheorubabyqha.

Obviouslynamndizivesendithe“Nko”.Hepulled

mecloseranduncoveredmyface,Ilookedathim

smiling,wahlekaandkissedmylips,Isuckedhis

bottomlipinasIkissedhimback.Hegrabbedmy

behind,pullingmylegoverhisandwecontinued

kissing.Hisphonerangjustashewasremoving

myPJtop,andhecursedunderhisbreath.Icursed

mentallythough,andjudgingbythepersistenceof



thecallerandhissuddenpause,Icouldtellhe

wantedtoansweritsoIgrabbeditfrombehindhim,

lookedatthescreenandpressed“answer”on

speakerphoneandwebothlistened.

Nkosinathi:Asenathi?

Asenathi:Bra,uphi?

Nkosinathi:Kantiwhattimeisit?

Asenathi:Kuyatshaendlinimfondiniuphi?

Nkosinathi:Kuphiendlini?

Asenathi:aphendliniman,indlukamamaleibivulwa.

Hejumpedoffthebed,

Nkosinathi:Uphiumama?

Asenathi:Silaphaphandlesobabini,waitingforfire

fighters.

Nkosinathi:Okayndiyeza.



Asenathi:Please.

Hehungupandstartedgettingdressed,Iwatched

him,andjustashethrewonhist-shirt,helookedat

meandstopped.

Nkosinathi:Masambe.

Me:Ndiyaphimna?

Nkosinathi:Icannotleaveyouhere,whatifwhoever

burntindlukamamacomeshere?Ubeulapha

wedwa?

Me:Youthinkit’saperson?

Nkosinathi:Yilandodayakho.

Thenhegrabbedajacketandwalkedout,Istayed

inbed.

WheneverhereferredtoMpumeleloasindodayam

IfeltabitofirritationandIknewhewasdoingthat

intentionally.



Istayedinthatbed,tookoutmyphoneandchecked

whowasonlineinmysiblingsWhatsAppgroup,

ndabonaubhutiwasonlinesoIcalledhim.

Steve:Cass?

Me:Okowawumkile?

Helaughed,hedidn’tsoundlikehewassleeping,

toomuchenergy.

Steve:Naweokowawuhleliendodeni.

Me:Ndandithunywenguwephofunakuyo.

Steve:Haysuxoka.

Me:Eshe,Iwonderuthikumamaundishiyenabani.

Andyou’venevercheckeduponmeokowemkayo.

Steve:Mfondini,youstillneedmetocheckupon

youuhlelinendoda?Yhohaysunditefelamnasisi,



umkamuhlelingaaaphaeBhayi.

Ilaughedathimandhungup.

NkosinathihadwalkedbackintotheroomwhileI

waslaughing,hehadthisweirdlookonhisface.I

putmyphonenexttomeandlookedathim.

Me:Ithoughtumkile.

Nkosinathi:Ndilindewena,kutheniungekanxibi?

Me:Ndiyaphimna?

Nkosinathi:Ubuthethanabani?

Me:Kwiphoneyam?

Nkosinathi:Soyouweretalkingtohim?

Ichuckled,hewastryingme,ekuseni.

Nkosinathi:Umxelelekeukubaandimoyiki,xaefuna

mnamakezekumayekeukundijikelezaotherwise



ndakumnikalentoayifunayoquickandfast.

Istaredathim…

Nkosinathi:Phakamasihambe,okanyeufuna

ush’yekaubond’anayeinmyabsence.Nibe

nifounelanasoearlyinthemorningningekaxukuxi.

Khathilephonendibonefuthi,sapha.

Ithrewhimwiththephoneanditlandedonhis

chest,Igotupfromthebedinsilenceandgot

dressedintracksuits,twopiecenesneaker.He

pagedthroughmyphone,ndamshiyaemepha

ndayomlindaezantsi.Heopenedthedoor,andwe

left,drivinginsilence.

[06/26,15:20] :#Onele_48
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Wedroveinsilence,fromwherewewere,wecould



seethesmoke.

Hedidn’tgivememyphone,hejustputitnexttohis

onthedashboardanddrovetohismom’splace.

Safikaphasaphumasobabini,Istoodagainstthe

carandjustwatched,thefirefighterswerethere

alreadysotherewasnothingformetodobeside

ukumakendibukele.Therewereotherpeople

standingandwatching,neighbors.

“Yhu,ndamgqibelaniniuvuthakulendawo”

Oneoftheladiessaid,astheywalkedpastme,from

thehouse.

“Haykalokuuyabaziabantuabanemali

ngothakathana,uzovawenaingekaphelileveki

bazobesebeyazibauthunyelwengubanilavutha”

Okay,gatheringfromthat,itwasn’tMpumelelowho

physicallyburntthehousedown,nguvutha.

Now,whowouldwanttosenduvuthakulo



Nkosinathi?Mpumelelo.

IsawAsenathiwalkingtowardsherbrother’scar

withacoupleofbags,shehaltedwhenshe

recognizedme,acoupleoffeetawayfromme.

Asenathi:Haibo,ufunantoniaphawena?

Iignoredher,shewalkedcloserandputthebags

downneartheboot.

Asenathi:Hi?

Me:Hi.

Asenathi:Nihambanobabini?

Me:Ewe.

Asenathi:Oh,nibuyeleneorucelenjeumkhaphe?

Ijustlookedather,



Asenathi:Phofuit’snoneofmybusiness.Please

helpmewiththebootndifakeezibags.

Iopenedthebootforher,evenhelpedherwiththe

bagsandthenndaphindandemakulandawo

bendimekuyo.Iwantedtogoandaskifthey

neededahand,butknowingthem,Ioptedtowait

ndicelweandshedid.

Asenathi:Ifyoudon’tmind,ndcelauzondiphathisa.

UNathiusakhuphaiimpahlaebackandumamais

kindatraumatizedakakwazukwenzanto.

Me:Sure.

Ifollowedher,andwebroughtmorebagstothecar,

evenintheseatsatthebacknowmyquestionwas

“sizohambanjanisonkewithallthebags?”butI

wasn’tgoingtoaskher,infactIwasn’tgoingtoask

noquestionsbecausebendingayazinobabayakwa

Nkosinathiorbayakwindlukatatakhekwapha

eKapana.Whenweweredone,Istayedbehind,

emotweniefrontandlayback.Ihadworkinafew

hours,andilelanga,ndisestratweni.



Nkosinathi:Cass?

Iopenedmyeyes,thedoorwasopen…

Me:Mh?

Nkosinathi:CanIquicklygodropoffumamanezi

bagsendlini,I’llcomebackforyounoAse.

Ndaphumaandjustwalkedawayfromhimandhis

car,IfelthimfollowingmeasIwalkedtoastone

acrosstheroadandsatonit.

Nkosinathi:Baby…

Me:Yintoningoku?

Nkosinathi:Ambolindaphaebantwinikaloku,ku

stoutaphaworseumewedwa.

Me:Ndirightaphabra,canyouseethesmoke?

Wathulaandjustlookedatme.



Me:Nankuyaumamakhoephuma,vulaimoto.

Nkosinathi:Uqumbile?

Me:Ndcelaiphoneyam?

Nkosinathi:Uqumbilena?

Me:NdizoqumbelantoninaNkosinathiekuseni

kangaka?Ndcelaiphoneyamtorho.

Nkosinathi:AndizokunikaphoneCassandra.

Me:Thenleavemealoneke.

Heleftmealone,wahambawayokhwelaimoto

yakheandleftwithhismother.Peoplestarted

leaving,goingbacktotheirhouses,understandably

sobecausethedaywasbreaking.Asenathicameto

sitwithme,wesatinsilenceforaboutfifteen

minutesbeforeshespokeup.

Asenathi:You’regoodforhim,Ihaveseenhow

happyhe’sbeenthepastcoupleofmonthsand



whenumamasaidshethinksnibuyeleneIdidn’t

believeher.

Ididn’tknowwhattosay,infactIdidn’twanttotalk.

Asenathi:Uhm,Mpumeleloisintown.

Me:Iknow.

Asenathi:Ya’llstilltalk?

Me:Yeah.

Asenathi:Why?

Me:Zangesixabane.

Asenathi:Buthe’sthereasonyoubrokeupwithmy

brother.

Me:He’sthereasonyourbrotherbrokeupwithme,

yes,butasizangesixabane.

Asenathi:Sowhatarethechancesofya’lldating

again?

Me:Weneverdated,wejustkissed…forthesakeof



kissingkefuthi,there’snothingthere.

Asenathi:That’snotwhathetoldme.

Me:EykeAsenathi,Idon’tknowwhathetoldyou,I

don’tevenwanttoknow.Mpumeleloisyourbaby

daddy,yourfirstloveandprobablytheloveofyour

life,xanincokolabethunaleavemeoutofyour

conversationsbecauseandingenindawofuthi

andisozendibesangenangoku.Ihavemyownlife,I

ambusybuildingmyownfamilywithyourbrother

soingaskenaninenzenjaloandiyazikewenaba

uzakwenzanjanibecauseyou’remarriedtoanother

man.Butingaskemanumntuajonganeneengxaki

zakheinpeacebecausewebothknowthatmna

nawewillneverseeeyetoeyeandthat’sokay

ayilwisi,ayixabanisi.

Shedidn’trespond,wesatinsilenceuntilher

brothercamebacktofetchus.

Isateback,shejoinedme,Ithoughtshewouldgo

sitwithhim,hefixedhismirrorandlookedatus,I

closedmyeyesandwaitedforhimtospeak,he



didn’t.Hestartedhiscaranddroveoff,safika

kwakhendazenzelaiteaandtookmycupupstairs,I

hadanhourleftbeforeixeshalamlovukasoIjust

gotinbed,drankmyteainpeace,ndacimela

ndazamaukulalajustlahour.

Anhourandahalflater,hewokemeup.

Ndayovasa,preparedforworkandfollowedhim

downstairs.

Me:Molwenima.

Mam’Dakumba:Molomntanam.

Shewasup,havingporridgealready.

Iwenttothekitchen,mademyownlunchand

grabbedanapple.

Me:TaNko?



Nkosinathi:Coming.

Hewalkedin,withhiscupofcoffeeinhand.

Me:AreyoudrivingmeorImusttakeacab?

Nkosinathi:Iwilldriveyou,nd’celasilindeumama

agqibeIhavetotakehertothehospital.

Me:Ndizobalate.

Nkosinathi:Sizoqalasiphangelisewena,awuzoba

late.

Me:Andmyphone?

Nkosinathi:Isecharge.

Me:Nd’celaundiphathele.

Nkosinathi:Uzayithiniiphoneemsebenzini?

Me:Nkosinathi,ndicelaundiphatheleiphoneyam,

ngoku.

Hestaredatme,Istaredathimback.



Hewalkedtothelounge,camebackwithitandput

itonthetablebeforewalkingbacktohismother

ndabalindaphaeKitchen.Iwentthroughmy

messages,andphonecalls,thenIrealizedthathe

hadactuallyblockedMpumelelo’scalls.Mnkq!

[06/26,15:20] :#Onele_49

#Cassandra

Ihadaverybusydayatwork,Ididn’tevenhave

timetoeatlunch,inbetweenattendingtoother

peopleandactuallydoingmywork,Ihadtodoa

colleaguesworkbecauseshewasoffsick.I

managedtostealfiveminutesndakhe

ndayophumlaphandle,Ineededashortbreak.Isat

down,removedmyshoesandbreathed.

“Hedidn’tdoit”

Ilookedaround,thereshewas,again.



Me:What?

Thula:Ayinguyeloutshisileyopha.

Me:Kutshisewena?

Thula:Iwish,butincaseyouwerewondering,it’s

nothim.

Me:Okay,butwhydoyoukeepappearingkum?He

toldmeyoupassedaway.

Thula:You’retheonlypersonrightnowonentloko

ethambileyowhocangetthroughtohim.

Me:uAsenathi?

Thula:She’sawalkingzombie,bamgqibakudala.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbamgqiba?

Sheplayedwiththegrassandlaughed,

Thula:AsenathiandIwereclose,atsomepointin

lifebecausewearekindofsimilar.Butbecause



she’sabigmouth,utatakhestolehergiftofseeing.

Souyafananjenesithunzelakulandawoakuyo,

akazinobakubethwaabaphi.Theonlytimethereal

Asenathicomesoutiswhensomeonetouches

umamakhe.

Thatmadesense…abit.

Thula:Mpumeleloisangry,butIdon’twanthimto

fightforhimself.Sikhonanomamasiyamlwelaasit

is,qhakuyeingathisiyacotha.Kantiintoxauyenza

kufunekauyenzisise.

Me:AmIindanger?

Thula:Whywouldyoube?

Me:I’massociatedwiththem,theDakumbaclan.

Thula:You’reanoutsider,soyou’renotindanger.

Justdoyourbesttokeepyoursonawayfromtheir

housesfornowbecausehehastheirbloodrunning

inhisveins.

Me:Theirhouses?



Thula:Yes.Incincilantoyenzekekulandluintsha,

watchthisspace,Iwillshowthemthatigazilam

ayilogazilokudlalaabantwana.

Andyetagain,shevanished,Iquicklywentback

insideandburiedmyselfemsebenzini.TothinkI

wasevencomfortableaskingquestionstoaghost

wasabsurd.Iforgothometime.Thereceptionist

hadtocomeandfetchme,obviouslyfollowedby

Nkosinathibecauseheprobablythoughtndivaleleu

Mpumelelokulaoffice.IignoredhimasIremoved

mycoatandgloves,tothinkIwasn’tevenhungry.I

wasjusttired,Ijustwantedapeacefulplaceto

breatheandmybed.

Nkosinathi:Nd’celauzameukhaw’lezisandiyaleqa.

Iignoredhim,whenIwasdone,Ipackedupand

walkedout.Hefollowed,soIcouldlockmydoor.

Wefollowedeachothertohiscar,hissisterwas

there,inthefrontseat.Shegotoutoftheseatand



wenttositattheback,Ijoinedherphaeback.I

didn’taskhertomove,Iwasn’tgoingtokefuthi.

Nkosinathi:Sonanamhlanjenizondihlalisandedwa

apha?

Asenathi:Khaw’qhubeNathi.

Nkosinathi:Oneofyoumustcomesitwithme.

Asenathi:Asifunimos,thatpartisclear.

Helookedatme,Iwasfocusedonmyphone.

Nkosinathi:Baby?

Me:No.

Nkosinathi:Mnkq!

Hestartedhiscar,anddroveoutofmyworkplace.

Ziyandacalledmendisemoodyndinjaloandmy

entiremoodjustchanged.



Me:hey?

IansweredandsawNkosinathieyeingmethrough

therearviewmirror.

Ziya:Heysweetie,arewestillonfortomorrow?

Me:Ofcoursebabe,whattimewillbefineforyou?

Ziya:Around4:30pm,isthatfinewithyou?

Me:It’sperfect,Imightjusthavetofetchmycar

endlinithough.ButI’llsee.

Ziya:AkahambiuNathi?

Me:Andimazimntase.

Ziya:Okayke,ndizovangawengomso.

Me:Sharp,goodnight.

Ziya:Nightbabe.

Wehungup,Ifocusedbackonmyphone.

Wegottohisplace,ndohlikakuqala,walkedinand

greetedhismomwhowaswatchingnewselounge



thenIwalkedstraighttothebedroom.Iundressed,

worePJ’sandgotinbed,chargingthephone.Just

ashewalkedin,mysistercalled…videocalled.

Me:Molweni…

Icouldseeshewaswiththekids,evenAphiwewas

smilingfromeartoear.

Asanda:Heysweetie,unjani?

Me:Andidinwesisi,yho!

Asanda:Longday?

Me:Longestever!But,I’mhappyya’llcalled,ninjani?

Asanda:We’regood,someoneisactuallyexcited.

Me:Yhondiyambonaakanqekekemntakabawo…

yhimanindikhangeleiiearphones.

Aphiwelaughed,Ilaughedtoo.

NkosinathiwalkedoutjustasIgotoutofbed,

lookingformyearphonesinmyhandbag.Ifound



them,wentbacktobed.

Me:ThethakeAphiwe.

Aphiwe:Haikalokumakazi,ndizenini?

Me:Uyaphi?

Aphiwe:Ndizakuwemfondini.

Me:ndiyaemntaneniwammnaovalakwam.

Aphiwe:Hayimakazi,umntanawakhouzakuzanam

kuwe.

Me:Haibo,ugqibenabanilonto?

Aphiwe:Nomntuohlalanomntana.

Ilaughed,hismotherlaughedtoo.

Itwasactuallyrefreshingtohavethemonmy

screen,everyonesmiling.Itwasclearthateveryone

washappy,Iwashappyandsadattherealization

thatourbeefcouldhaveaffectedthekidsseverely

withoutusacknowledgingit.Afteraboutanhour,



wehungup.Icalledmom,phonecall,notavideo.

Mom:Sandra,awunqabeNtombi?

Me:Kubusymfazi,unjani?

Mom:Ohmntanam,yousoundtired.

Me:Youhavenoidea.

Mom:Sirightthina,uyakhulanobhutanaapha.

AkamoshiCassandraumntanakho!

Ilaughedatherdramatictone,

Mom:Akhontoangayitsaliyomntakabawo,yintoni

ingathindizikhuliselaipharanje?

Me:Asozekemama!Sozeumntanamuthiliphara!

Sheburstoutlaughing,Ismiled,shewasmyhappy

placekodwanyhani.



Mom:UbuyaniniNtombi?

Me:Andiyaziyazimama,butIthinkndingazama

utsibanobayiweekend,Imissyouguys.

Mom:Sithiooguyskanene!

NowIlaughed,Nkosinathiwalkedbackinandsat

down.

Mom:UAphiwekeufunaukuzodlulangobhutana

aphaxaesizakuwe.

Me:MnkquAphiweuthinivumelenekesanacaba

mnaandingenindawokuleagreementyenu,

ndizozawethumamandizobathatha.Inoba

ucing’baeKapakuseBhayi.

Mom:AkamdeCassandra!

Me:UzobamdeonasenjengbaefunaukuzanoMilli

apha.

Shelaughed,wespokeforafewmoreminutesthen



wehungup.

Iputthephonebackintothecharger

ndagqumathela.

Nkosinathi:Cass?

Me:Hm?

Nkosinathi:Kutyiwantoni?

Me:Andiyazi.

Nkosinathi:Nd’celauphekeke.

Iuncoveredmyheadndamjonga,

Me:Huh?

Nkosinathi:Pleasecomeandmakedinner.

Me:Andizoyenzalontomna,kantiuAsenathi

ebesenzaniiminileyonke?

Nkosinathi:Andimazinamokobendimkenomama

esiyakwaGqirha.



Me:Thengaukutyatatakhenitye,nilale.

Nkosinathi:Sondityiseumazalawakhoii

takeawaysukhona?

Me:Dudepleasene,nottoday.

Nkosinathi:ndiyabuzakalokubandityiseumazala

wakhoiitakeawaysukhonana?

Me:UndilobolengamalininaNkosinathilento

kucabangokundinomazalaongazityiyoii

takeaways?Infactdon’tanswerthat,ewemtyiseii

takeawaysumthengelei-allergexincaseaphume

irashorsomething.Yhu!

Icoveredmyselfagain,aftersometimehewalked

outandclosedthedoor.

Haibo!Umntuandivusengentseniba

mandiyobukelaumlilokokwabonotconsideringthe

factthatIwasgoingtowork8to10hoursmnaand

thenexpectmetomakedinner?Bebekhonabonke,

theycouldhavecooked?Hayike!

[06/26,15:20] :#Onele_50



#Cassandra

Rightafterheleft,Igotoutofhisbedandstarted

packing.Tshini,ndaqhelekayindodaemziniwayo?

Sies!Ipackedyonkeintoethimna,everything.

Nkosinathi:Uyaphi?

Me:Ndiyagoduka.

Iansweredndingakhangendibhekeorevenseeba

uphindewangenanini?Heclosedthedoor,Iheard

thatpart,thensatdownwatchingmeuntilIwas

donepacking.

Nkosinathi:You’regoinghome?Justbecauseofa

littlemisunderstanding?

Me:Misunderstanding?Dude,you’reliterally

treatingmelikei-girlyakwakho.Iunderstandthat

you’rehurt,andmaybeisakucaphukisaintoedibene



namnoMpumelelobutbabe,sesilaphamosngoku?

Imean…yhoha.asana.

Nkosinathi:HehCassandra,isthiswhatyou’re

goingtodoeverytimesingavisisani?Uzopakisha

ugoduke?

Me:Yep,henceIhaveahouseandahomeinCape

Town.

Nkosinathi:Yetwe’restillplanningalifetogether,

umtshatoandallofthat.

Me:Akukhokwantoendinqandayomosba

ndingakushiyikwakhoxaundiqhelanoba

sesitshatile.Goodthingsizotshatasihlaleapha

kwakho,thenwondidikanjengangokundizopakisha

ndikushiyenendluyakho,verysimple.

Nkosinathi:That’ssoimmature.

Me:Iknow…

Ilookedforhisslippers,minewerealreadyinmy

bag.Worehisslippers,andhishoodiegqiba

ndamjonga.



Me:Areyougoingtotakemehomeokanyendibize

icab?

Nkosinathi:I’mnottakingyouanywherengobusuku.

Me:Sondibizeicab?

Nkosinathi:Ubungenolalakeuhambengomso?

Me:NgomsouzandigodusaornangomsoIwillhave

tocallacab?

Nkosinathi:Ndizokugodusa.

Me:Great,nowbuyfoodforyourfamily,nityenilale.

Iamdeadtired,allIwantistosleep.

Nkosinathi:Awuzotyawena?

Me:I’mnothungry.

Nkosinathi:Butyoudidn’teveneatyourlunch.

Me:I’mnothungry,Iwasn’thungry.

Henodded.

Iremovedthehoodieandshoes,gotinbedagain



ndalala.

ThankedGodthathereallydidn’twakemeupofika

kokutya,ndalalamnandayovukakusasaandthe

veryfirstthingIdidwasukuthuthaiibagszam

ndazifakaemotweniyakhe,ndabuyaandprepared

forwork.Ihadadate-nightwithhiscousin’swife,

Ziyanda,andlasttimeIcheckeditwasgoingtobe

adouble-datebutIwasn’tgoingtoremindhim.

BazifakilemosnoZukisabengangenindawo

kwakuqala.

WhenIwasdone,Iwokehimup.

Nkosinathi:Mh?

Me:Ndigqibile.

Nkosinathi:Yho.

Thenheclosedhiseyes,ndamlinda.

Hefinalywokeup,wenttothebathroom,came

backandsatnexttome.



Nkosinathi:Howdidyousleep?

Me:Kakuhle,nd’celaunxibesowecango.

Nkosinathi:Uyonqenauziqhubela?Iamsupposed

togobacktothedoctorwithmomnamhlanje,she

hasan8amappointment.

Ndamjonga…

Me:Andyoucouldn’ttellmethatizolo?

Nkosinathi:Youwereasleepbythetimendifika

aphaeroominiandyousaidyouweretiredsoI

didn’twanttowakeyouup.

Me:SoifItakethecarnizohambangantoninina?

Nkosinathi:ImotokaAsenathiilapha.

Me:Great,carkeys?

Nkosinathi:Kitchencounter.

Igotup,hepulledmyhandsoIhalted.



Me:What’sup?

Hestoodup,anddrapedhisarmsaroundmywaist

beforekissingmemultipletimes.Ijustlaughedat

him,Nkosinathiwasalwayslikethat,thatwashim

apologizingormakingmeawarethatheknowshe

waswrong.

Me:Uzandenzalatemfethu.

Nkosinathi:Umfowenuufananam?

Me:Ewe,kancinci,buthe’smorehandsome.

Hesmiled,kissingmeagain.

Nkosinathi:Idon’twantyoutogo.

Me:Iknow,butIhaveto,yourfamilyneedsyour

attentionmorethanIdorightnow.

Nkosinathi:Baby…

Me:It’snotlikeI’mgoingtotheEasternCape,I’m



gonnabejustaroundthecorner.Youcancometo

meanytimeyouwant.

Nkosinathi:Okay,soyou’renotleavingbecause

you’reupsetwithme?

Me:No,I’mleavingbecauseIhaveto.Akukhoneed

yaletensionikhoyorightnow,you’reobviously

upset,yourmom’shousejustmysteriouslygot

burnt,and…

Nkosinathi:AndMpumelelojustmysteriously

resurfaced.

Me:Yes,butIdon’tthinkthatshouldbotheryouone

bit.

Nkosinathi:Usure?

Me:I’msure,IthoughtyouknewalreadythatIonly

haveeyesforyou.Youonly.

Hecuppedmyface,andwekissed,hewastheman

Ihadfalleninlovewithagain.

****



Onmywayhome,fromworkIsawNkosinathi’s

fatherwalkingwithaboutsixmen.Ilookedback,

yep,itwashim.Theylookedshadythough,like

reallyshady.But,Imindedmyownbusiness,

ndafikakwabhutiandshowered,calledZiyandato

tellherthatIwascomingaloneandthatIwouldbe

drivingsotherewouldn’tbeaneedforthemtopick

meup.

NkosinathicalledwhileIwasstrugglingtogetinto

myrippedskinnyjeans,IlayonmybackasI

answeredhiscall.

Me:Babe?

Nkosinathi:Hey,kutheniunxaphile?

Me:ndiyanxiba,Ithinklejeanincinci.

Nkosinathi:Haha!Uyaphindisizakuwemna?

Me:IhaveadatewithZiyanda,remember?



Nkosinathi:Ohcrap,that’stoday?

Me:Yep,andyoudon’thavetotagalong.

SendimxelelebaawuzisonoZukisaakezi.

Hesighed,Ismiled.

Nkosinathi:Okay,whattimeareyouguysmeeting?

Me:Ogqibakwamunxibandiyaphuma,dude,why

aren’tyouathomekanti?

Nkosinathi:Iwantedtotakeyououtfordinner

k’qalathenndigoduke.

Me:Aaawbaby,that’ssosweet.Well,wecando

dinnerngomso.

Nkosinathi:Okay,enjoy.

Me:Thankyou,loveyou.

Nkosinathi:Iloveyoutoo.

Ilaughedatthe“Iloveyoutoo”hehatedthe“love



you”kodwayenauyatshokumndingabinangxaki.I

decidedtotakemyowncar,andnothis,becauseI

fearedformylifeeventhoughbendingazothetha

lontokuye.Yonkenjelantoibithethwe

sesasithunzelawasstillaudibleinmyhead,Ididn’t

wanttobefoundinhiscarngobusukunditshe

nemoto.Couldneverbeme!


