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Prologue



MynameisOyintandoKunene,Iam 29years

oldandbelieveitornotIam amothertothree

beautifulkids,Twogirlsandoneboynamely

Oluhlesheis11,IhadherwhenIwas18,then

Simbongilemyboy,heis6yearsoldthenmy

lastbornSibani,sheisjustayearold,Ihadher

whenIwas28,thatislastyear.

Iam marriedtoabusinessmogul,SfisoKunene.

Imethim whenIwas17,wewereatan

educationalschooltrip,hisschoolwasalso

there,Ilikedhim,Iguesshealsolikedmesowe

exchangednumbersandtherestishistory.See

myhusbandlovesmesomuchandhemakes

surethatheshowsmeeveryday.Heisoneof

thebiggestbusinessmeninSA,heownshotels

aswell.



Wellasforme,Idon'twork.Myjobistomake

surethatmykidsarewelltakencareof,Idrive

them toandfrom schoolandwellIalsohaveto

meetmyhubby'sneeds.

Ienjoyshopping,Iloveexpensivethings.I'm all

aboutrockingmynaturallookbutImakesureI

keepitsexy,beautifulandelegant,I'm nottoo

muchintoweavesbuttrustmeIcanspend

money!!!!Shoes,Jewellery,dresses,expensive

trips,shoes!!!andmoreshoes!!!Andthehubby

doesn'tcomplain,sowhynot?

LetmetellyoualittleabouthowSfisoandIgot

married.Iwas18andpregnant,mydadwasso

angryanddisappointed,mymom ontheother

hand,arggyouknowhowmothersare,so

lovingandunderstanding.Mydadcamearound

eventually,hetoldmehewouldhelpin



supportingthebaby,Iwassohappy.Ihavetwo

siblings,MyolderbrotherMveloandMysister

Londeka,theyarebothmarriedandhavethe

livesoftheirown.Anywaybacktomystory,so

onemorningIwaswokenupbyvoicesnearthe

doorofmyroom.

"MaMbathamoveoutofmyway!!!Iwant

Oyintandotoexplainwhatthisis!!"withouta

doubtIknewthatitwasmydadandIwasin

trouble."Yimakehlalam,yehlisaumoya

Mbatha"thatwasmom calmingmydaddown,

shealwaysdoes.AnywayasIwas

eavesdropping,thedooropenedandIjumped,I

fakedayawn,pretendinglikeIhadjustwoken

up.

Dad:"Oyintando!!!!Kantiwhatexactlyiswrong

withyou?"



Me:"I...Idon'tknowwhatdadistalkingabout"

Dad:"What'sthis?Tellmewhat'sthis?Firstly

youcomehereandtellusyouarepregnantand

nowthis?"

Hethrewapaperatme,mymom wasjust

givingmeatiredlook,IguessIam really

disappointingthem.Ireadthepaperand

gasped,Whatthe...????Aletterrequestingfor

myhandinmarriagefrom theKunenes?How

comeSfisonevermentionedthistome?I

lookedatmydadandhewasfuming.

Me:"DadIswearIdidn'tknowaboutthis?"

Dad:"GoodthenyouwilltellthatboythatIsaid

nochildofminewillgetmarriedattheageof



18,thedamageofimpregnatingyouwas

enough".

Helefttheletterwithmeandmom followed

him.I'vealwaysheardthatlastbornkidsare

troublebutme!!!!GuysItookthetrophyin

defyingmyparentsandtrustmeitwas

unintentional.

ItookmyphoneandcalledSfiso.

Sfiso:"Senhliziyo"

That'showweaddressedeachother,Iwould

callhim Sthandwaandhewouldrespondby

sayingSenhliziyo.

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutyour

intentionstosendyoureldershere?Theletter?"



Sfiso:"OhIguessitarrivedsafely"

Wowthisguy,hisresponsewasnottheoneI

expected.

Me:"Sfisomydadisshitmad!!!!Heisangryand

heissayingIwon'tgetmarriedatayoungage"

Silence!!!Thenhesighed.

Sfiso:"I'm sorryIcausedyoutroublewithyour

dadmylove,Ijustcouldn'thelpit.Iloveyou

babyandwhenyoutoldmeyouarecarryingmy

babyIknewIhadtomarryyoubutit'sokayif

younotready,I'llwait.Imeanwoulditbeselfish

ofmetowanttoforceyouintodoing

somethingyoudon'twant"



Myheartachedatthat,Iclosedmyeyesand

tookadeepbreath.

Me:"I'llmarryyouSthandwa"

Sfiso:"What?Nobabyno,youdon't....."

Me:"Yes!!!I'llmarryyoubaby,I'lltalktomydad"

Sfiso:"Really?Youwillmylove?Thankyou

honey,thankyou"

Me:"Okaythenbyefornow"

Sfiso:"Youareforgettingsomething"



Me:"IloveyouSthandwa"

Sfiso:"IloveyoutooSenhliziyoyam"

Wehung,Iwalkedoutoftheroom andmy

missionwastoconvincemydadtoallowmeto

marrySfiso.Isathim down,beggedhim,cried

andpulledallthestuntsyoucanthinkof,he

finallyagreedbuthewasnothappy.

Dad:"Oyintandogirlsthesedayswantsuccess,

theywanttodrivecarstheyboughtwiththeir

ownmoneyandyou!!!Youmychildwanttoget

marriedattheageof18,youarestillinmatric

andpregnant.Don'tyouhavedreams?"

Me:"Idohavedreamsdadandoneofthem



includesmarryingSfiso"

Dad:"OkaythenIwon'tstopyoubutjustknow

thatmeandyourmotherwon'tliveforever,we

willdieOyintandoandoncewearedead,wewill

nevercomeback.Ihope,Ijusthopewhenyou

finallyregrettakingthisdecisionyouaretaking

now,itwon'tbetoolate,Ihopewewillstillbe

alivetocarryyou."

Ithankedmydadbutmostwordshesaidhurt

me,theyhithomebutIwasprayingIdon't

regretit,Iwasalsoprayingthattheywillliveto

seetheirgrandkidsbuttheypassedonthrough

acaraccidentfouryearslateraftermywedding.

Iwassohurttohavelostmyparents.

ButI'm gladI'm stillnotregrettingthedecision

ofmarryingSfisobecausewearestillvery

muchinlove.



...............

Backatthepresentmoment,Mommyduties!!!I

havetogopickmykidsupfrom school,Ihave

nonanny,rememberI'm housewifesoIhaveall

thetimeintheworldtotakecareofmykids.I

havetotakeSbaniwithme,soIputheronher

carseatandfastenedher,sheissoadorable,

eatingherhands.

OffIdrovetotheschool!!!!!!

Welcometomyworld,hopeyouwillenjoyasI

takeyoudownmylifeofbeingahousewife.I

hopeyouwilllearnalotfrom thisstory.

Like,commentandshare!!!!!



FirstInsertwillcomeafterwehavegained

enoughfollowers

Beingahousewife

Insert1.

Landelalandela

Landelalandela

Landelalandela

Mina....

Minangiyak'funababyyeah....

Mina....ohminangizok'tholababy....

That'sasoundofDonaldcomingfrom mycar,I

justdroppedoffthekidsatschoolnowI'm



drivinghome.TodayIleftSbaniwithMaria,she

isourparttimenanny.IcallherwheneverI

wannagosomewhere.

Idrovehomewhiledancingandsingingalong

toDonald,heismyfavourite.WhenIarrivedI

foundMariafeedingSbani.

Me:"Maria"

Maria:"Yesma'am"

Me:"I'm backbutI'llbeheadingoutinanhour

orso,meaningyouwilllookafterSbaniforthe

wholedayokay?"

Maria:"Noproblem".



Iranupstairstotakeashower,whenIwas

doneIhadtofigureoutwhattowear.Ilooked

forclothes,arggghtheylookwornout.Ineedto

dosomeshopping.

FinallyIfoundmyolivegreenshortdress.

Mmmhblackheelswoulddobutwhichones?I

lookedthroughmyshoesandfoundblackLouis

Vuittonpointies,Perfect.IlookedbeautifulsoI

didmymakeupandmadeamentalnotetogo

getmyhairwashedandmaybesomebraids

woulddo.TookmyLVbagandheaded

downstairs.Tipfortheladies,makealways

makesureyourshoesmatchyourbag,it's

classyandladylike.*Wink*.

Me:"I'm offthen,I'llseeguyslater"

Maria:"Okayma'am,youlookbeautiful"



Me:"Thankyousweety,don'tIalways?"

Shelaughed,Idon'tknowwhetheritwasafake

laughorwhatbutitwaskindaweird,Ibrushed

thatoffandwenttokissmybaby.

Me:"Mommywillcomebackokay?Iam going

tobringyouanicedressokay?Yes...yesmy

angel"

Me:"Bye".

IwavedgoodbyeasIwasheadingtothecar.

IdrovepastKaroogrillandbaratIreneVillage

mall,Iknowmyhusbandlovestheirsteakso



much.OhbythewayIam goingtosurprisehim

withlunch.Sfisoworkshardandsometimeshe

forgetseating.

Me:"Hellohowareyou?"

Waiter:"AwwSisterO,I'm goodhowareyou?"

See?Theyevenknowmebecauseweare

regularshere.

Me:"I'm good,canyoupleasegivemetheusual

justaddyourchillicheesefries"

Waiter:"Okay,comingrightup"

Iwaitedformyorderandinafewminutesit



came,that'swhatIloveaboutthem,great

service.Youdon'twaitforeverforyourorder

plustheirfoodisoutofthisworld.Ithanked

him,gavehim atipanddrovetoCornwallhill,

that'swherehubby'sofficesare.It'snotfar

from Irenesoitdidn'ttakeme30minutesto

arrive,Itookoutthefoodandwalkedin,as

usualalleyesonmebutI'm usedtothisnow,

somearegiving"Bitchy"lookswhilesomeare

givingmefakesmilesbutsomegiveme

genuinesmileswithwarm greeting.

AsIwalkthroughtothehelpdeskthereare

"HelloMrsKunene"everywhere.

Me:"HeyCassandra,ismyhusbandin?"

Cass:"HelloMrsKunene,luckyforyouheisin

buthehasameetinginanhour"



Me:"Okaythankslove"

Iwalkedtohisofficeandhewasonthephone,I

silentlywalkedin,makingsurethatIdon't

disturbhim.Isatdownandstartedunpacking

thefood.Hegavemeasmile,acknowledging

mypresence.Thephonecalltookupto10

minutes*Rollingmyeyes*.Hefinallyhungup.

Sfiso:"Mybeautifulwife"

Me:"Heyhubby,lookwhatIbroughtyou,I

figuredthatsinceyoumissedbreakfastyou

coulddowithyourfavouritesteak"

Hestoodandcametositinfrontofmeonthe

table.



Sfiso:"Didn'tImarrytheperfectwifethough?

Thankyoumylove,it'slikeyouknewhow

hungryIam.Ihaveameetinginafewminutes

andIcould'vegoneinonanemptystomach"

Ismiled,IwishIcouldspendsomemoretime

withhim butitseemsliketheseminutesare

flying.

Me:"Isn'titmyjobtomakesureyouarewell

takencareofmylove?"

Hesmirkedandpulledmeupfrom thechair.

Sfiso:"Comekissme"



Wekissedforalongtime,itwasgettingheated,

Ipulledoutandgiggled.

Me:"Let'sgetyoufedMr,Wedon'twantyouto

belateforthemeetingnowdowe?"

Hegavemehiscutepuppyeyesandpulledme

inforanotherkiss.

Sfiso:"Iloveyoumfazwam"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Westartedeating,feedingeachotherhereand

therewhiletalkingandunfortunatelyitwas10

minutestohismeetingsoIhadtoleavesothat

hecanprepare.WekissedandIleft.



Wheretofrom here?Ican'tgobackhome,it's

closetoschooloutsomaybeIshouldpush

timebybuyingafewthings.

Idrovetocenturionmallandboughtafew

clothesformykids,notthattheyneedthem

but....Ialsoboughtmyselfafewdressesand

shoes,don'tlookatmelikethat...I'm justdoing

myjobyouknow.

AftersometimeIdrovetoSouthdownscollege,

that'swheremykidsattendschool,itwas

14h30andtheyknockoffat15h00because

theydosportsaswell.Oluhledoesswimming

andSimbongileplayssoccer.

Iwaitedinthecaruntilitwas15h00,Ithenwent



togetthem.

Oluhle:"Mommy"

Me:"Yesbaby"

Oluhle:"CanIalsojointhemusicclass?"

Me:"Ohdoyouloveit?"

Oluhle:"YesIdoandbesides,allmyfriendsare

doingit"

Wowthischild!Cansheevensing?Cansheplay

apianooranyinstrumentforthatmatter?She

wantthisbecauseoffriends?ButIguessshe

willlearn.Attheendofthedaydaddypays,so



whoam Itosayno?

Me:"Okaybabywewilltalktodaddyokay?"

Shesmiledandnodded.Inoticedthatmy

forevertalkingbabyisquite,somethingmustbe

wrong.

Me:"Boyboy"

Helookedatme,helookssad,wegottothecar,

theytossedtheirbagsinthebootandjumped

inthecar.

Me:"Simbongilemommyistalkingtoyou"

Helookedatmeagainandfrowned.



Simbongile:"MommycanIaskyousomething?"

Me:"Anythingmyboy"

Simbongile:"Areyouworking?"

Haibo???

Me:"Whydoyouask?"

Oluhle:"Mommyyousaidhecanaskanything

soyoushouldanswerhisquestionnotaskhim

aquestion"

Misssmartypants,mykidsaretoosmartand



theyareloudmouths.

Me:"Mommyisnotworkingboyboy,whydo

youask?"

Simbongile:"BecauseMrsErasmussaidwe

shoulddoacollageofbothourparent'sjobs

andwritewhattheydo,myfriendstoldmethat

theirmothersaredoctors,somearelawyersbut

IrealisedthatI'veneverheardyousayingyou

aregoingtowork"

Myheartached,Igetthatheisstillyoung,he

doesn'tunderstandandthelookonhisface

tellsmehowsaidheisbecausehewon'tbe

abletowriteaboutme.

Me:"Butguesswhatboy?"



Simbongile:"What?"

Oluhle:"Shesaidguesswhat,don'taskher

what?"

Me:"Oluhlestopit,sodoyouwanttoguessmy

boy?"

Simbongile:"Youwillhelpmelieaboutyour

job?"

Myheartachedagainbecausethat'stheplan

butwhatcanIdo?

Me:"Nobabywearenotgoingtolie,mommyis

abusinesswoman,sheisherownboss"



Hecheeredupatthatinstantbutthebiggirl

gavemealookthatsays"Reallymom?".

Afterthatconversationthedrivehomewas

completelysilent.HonestlyI'veneverworked

before,I'm usedtobeingtakencareof,What

couldpossiblygowrong?I'velivedlikethisfor

years.WellIfailedmymatricbecauseIwas

pregnant,Iwasn'tabletofocusbecauseIwas

heavilypregnantduringexam time,sofrom

thenIneverevenattemptedwritingagain,I'm

naturallynotageniussowhywasIsupposeto

crackmyskull?PlusSfisopromisedtotake

careofme,allIhavetodoistotakecareofhis

kidsandI'm doingagreatjobatthat,whileheis

alsodoingagreatjobattakingcareofme.

WhenwearrivedIrealisedthatIwasdeepin



thoughts,Whyam Ieventhinkingaboutworking?

Noonewouldhiremeanyway.Ihavenomatric

andmygrade11resultsareashame,they

aren'tsomethingyoucanflauntaboutoreven

applyforajobwith,totaldisgrace.

Olu:"Mom wearehome,openthedoorsforus"

Iunlockedthecar,theygotandraninside,they

alwaysdothat.Theyarealwaysfussingover

theirlittlesister,theysaytheymissherwhen

theyareatschool.

Idrovetothegarage,thentookouttheirbags

from theboot,lockedthecarandwentinside.

AsIenteredIcaughtMariagivingmeanasty

look,she'sdoingthisforthethirdtimeandshe



alsofakedalaughbeforeIleft.

Me:"OluhletakeSbaniandSimbongiletothe

playroom butbeforeyoudo,gochangethe

uniform.I'llbringyouguyssomethingtoeat"

Simbongile:"BecauseIwanttoeatcornflakes"

Me:"BoyboyIalwaystellyoutonotuse

becausewhenyouarenotaskedwhy,allyou

havetosayisMommyIwantcornflakesand

becauseyoudidn'taskyoujusttoldmeyou

wantthem,Iwon'tmakethem foryou,mommy

alwaystellyoutoask,nowgoandchangethen

I'llbringhotdogs"

Hesulkedandtheyallleft,Ithinksometimes

wearespoilingthem toomuch,nowSimbongile



isusedtogettingawaywitheverything,getting

everythinghedemandsandIhavetoputafull

stopnow.IslowlyturnedtolookatMariaand

shewasgivingthatlookagainbutshequickly

shiftedwhensherealisedIsawher.

Me:"Mariacomelet'ssit"

Isatdownonthecouch,shealsodid.

Me:"Doyouhavesomethingsyou'dliketotell

me?"

Maria:"Tellyou?N...noma'am there'snothing".

Me:"Sowhyareyougivingmenastylooks?I

sawyounowagainandthatwaslikethe5th



time"

Maria:"I'm sorryma'am I....Ididn'trealiseIwas

lookingatyoubadly"

Me:"You...youdidn'trealise?OhwowMaria".

Sheclearedherthroatandwalkedawaybut

stoppedonhertracks.

Maria:"Ma'am"

Me:"Yes?"

Maria:"Don'tbetoharshonthekids,howyou

spoketoSimbongilewasnotokay".



GodpleasehelpmesothatIcancontainwhat

I'm abouttosay.

Me:"Ididn'thireyousoyoucouldteachme

aboutparenting,Ihiredyoutolookaftermy

kidswhenI'm notavailable,sopleaseMaria

howItalktothem ismybusiness"

Ileftherstandingthereandwenttomakemy

kidstheirhotdogsandjuice,Itookthem tothe

playroom,SbaniwassleepingonOlu'shands.

Itookherandwenttoputherinherbabycot.

Ishouldjuststartdefrostingthemeatinthe

friendsothatIcancookearly.



Like,commentandshare

#Unedited

#Goodnight

Insert2.

[Oyintando]

I'm notfeelingwell,mywholebodyaches,it's

likeIsleptonthefloor.Thenauseaisalsohere,

everytimeIfeellikethisit'susuallybecauseI'm

pregnantbutno!!IrefusetobelievethatIcould

be,ImeanSbaniisonlyoneyearold.Iam

tossingandturning,Ican'tsleep.

IthenfelttheurgetoVomit,Iquicklygotoutof

theblanketsandrantothetoilet,Ipukedand

satdownonthecoldfloor.



"Babe,whyareyousittingthere?"

ThatwasSfiso,Ididn'tseehim comeinthe

bathroom,Ilookedup,helookedworried.

Me:"Iwantedtopee,butthenwhenIwasdone

Ifeltnauseous,soIdecidedtositabitandI

didn'twanttodisturbyou"

Hebroughthishandtome,sothatIcanstand

up,Itookitthengotup.

Sfiso:"Let'sgotobedmylove"

WewenttobedandwhenIlookedatthetime

onmyphoneitwaspasttwelvemidnight.



WegotinbedandIsleptonSfiso'schest,Iwas

deepinthoughts,hekeptonplayingwithmy

hair,hedoesthatalotwhenhewantsmeto

sleepanditworksbutnotatthismoment.At

thismomentI'm scared,whatifIam pregnant?

Isighed.

Sfiso:"Talktomebaby"

Me:"WhatwouldyousayifItoldyouI'm

pregnant".

Ifelthim gettingtense,hestoppedplayingwith

myhair.



Sfiso:"Areyou?"

Me:"No,noI'm not.It'sjustaquestion"

Sfiso:"Whywouldyouaskthat?"

Me:"It'sjustathoughtthatcrossedmymind

seeingthatwedon'tuseprotectionandI'm not

onanyform ofprevention".

Sfiso:"Wecan'thaveanotherbaby,Sbaniisjust

ayearoldandbesidesIthinkthreekidsare

enough,yousaidyouweregonnatakeapill

baby,whyaren'tyoutakingit?"

Me:"IforgetbutI'llputanimplantinstead,that

wayIwon'tforget".



Hekissedmeontheforehead.

Sfiso:"Okaylet'ssleepthen,Ihaveanearly

morning"

Me:"Goodnight"

Sfiso:"Goodnightmyheart"

Hefellasleep,butmeontheotherhand,

sleepingwasjustfarbuteventuallyIdozedoff.

.................

Wakingupinthemorningwasamission,AllI

wantedtodoissleep.IturnedtoSfiso'ssidehe

wasalreadyup.Itriedgettingupbutmybody

wasjustnumb,whatwrongwithme?Am Isick?



MaybeIshouldgoseeadoctor.Iforcedmyself

outofbedbutSfisogotin,alreadydressedin

hisnavybluesuit,hehadatrayoffood.

Sfiso:"Morningbaby"

Me:"Morninglove,I'm sorryIwokeuplate"

Sfiso:"It'sokaymylove,getbacktobed.Imade

youbreakfast"

Me:"Thankyouhoneybutthekids,Ihavetoget

them readyforschool"

Sfiso:"Ialreadydid,theyarehavingbreakfast

downstairs,I'lltakethekidstoschool.Yiu

hardlysleptlastnightsoeatandsleepagain".



Ohhhh,don'tIhavetheperfecthusbandthough?

It'slikeheseesjusthowmuchIneedtosleep.

Me:"Thankyousthandwa"

Hekissedmycheek.

Sfiso:"Byemybaby,Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,butIwanttokissmybabies

goodbye"

Hechuckledandtookhislaptopbag,lookedat

hiswatch.

Sfiso:"I'llkissthem foryou,wegonnabelateif

theycomeuphere,youknowDrSimbongilewill



wanttoknowwhat'swrongwithyouandthe

conversationwilltakeforeversobyebabe".

Ilaughed,heisright,Simbongiletalksalot.

Me:"Okaybye,I'llpickthem uplater"

Sfiso:"Don'tworryaboutthat,restmylove.You

don'tlookokay,youareevensweatingbutit's

notthathot,maybeyouarecomingdownwith

flu".

Idofeelhot,veryhotbutthereareclouds

outsideandacoldbreeze,notreallycoldbutit's

nothot.

Hekissedmeforthelasttimeandleft.Istarted



eatingbutIstoppedatjustasecondbite,put

theplateasideandtriedsleepingbutitwas

hard,Iwokeupandwenttoswitchonthe

airconthesatdownonthecoldfloor.Ishould

callmysister,Imissherandshe'stheoneI

trustmorethanthefriendsIhave,thoseones

arejustfriendsIpushthislifethingwith.

Itookthephoneanddialledher.

Londeka:"Mntase"

Me:"HeySishowareyou?".

Londeka:"NowthatI'm hearingfrom youIcan

safelysayI'm good".



Me:"I'm gladIstillmatterthatmuch"

Shelaughed.

Londeka:"Comeon,uyilastbornkaMano

BabasoofcourseIloveyoualot,howaremy

babies".

Me:"TheyaregoodbuttheymissauntieNdeka,

atleastuncleMvelovisitsthem allthetime"

Londeka:"Don'tguilttripme,youknowhow

busyIam butI'llmaketimeandtakethem out

alongsideMimi"

Mimiisherdaughter,Minenhleinfull,sheisa

divathatone,you'dswearshe's18butshe's9.



Me:"OkaybutSisIneedtoseeyou,actuallyI

needtotalktoyouaboutsomething.

Londeka:"OkayI'm listening"

Isighed.

Me:"IthinkI'm pregnantandIkindofasked

SfisowhathewouldsayifItoldhim I'm

pregnant,hesimplysaidSbaniisstillyoungand

threekidsareenough"

Londeka:"KodwaJehovaOyi!!!!Howcouldyou

besoirresponsible?Whatmakesyouthinkyou

couldbepregnant?AnddamnrightSbaniisstill

young".



Me:"Iknowokay?"

Londeka:"ListenI'm gonnabethereinanhour

orso,Istillneedtogotothemeeting".

Me:"Okaybyesis".

Wehungup,Igotupfrom thefloorandGoshh!!!!

Iforgotaboutmybaby,Ihaven'tcheckedher.I

wenttoherroom andshewasnotthere.My

heart!!!!

Irusheddownstairsandshewasstillnotthere,

ofcourseshewouldn'tcomehereallbyherself,

Iranupstairsandtookmyphone,myhands

wereshaking,whereismybaby.IdialledSfiso

asitwasringing,Iheardhercrying.Idropped



thephonetothefloorandrandownstairsand

foundherwithMaria,Iclosedmyeyesand

sighedinrelief.

Me:"Maria!!!Youscaredme,Ithoughtsomeone

stolemybaby"

Isaidthatwhiletakingherfrom Maria,Iputher

onmychest.

Maria:"Ma'am Igotstrictordersfrom Mr

KunenethatIshouldnotdisturbyou,hesaid

youaresick"

Me:"Helloyou,hellomyprincess.Mommy

almostfaintedthinkingyougotlost,yah!Yes

myangel,mommywasgonnadie"



IsawMariathroughthefridge,shewasrolling

hereyes,IswearI'm gonnafireherassforthis

attitudesheisgivingme.

[Sfiso].

Iam attheofficeandIrealisemywifetried

callingme,Itookmyphoneandcalledherback.

Oyi:"Baby"

Me:"IjustrealisedthatImissedyourcall,is

everythingokay?"

Oyi:"Ohbabyit'snothingserious,Iwantedto

askyouaboutsomethingbutit'snowsorted"



Me:"Okaymylove,howareyoufeeling?"

Oyi:"I'm okaybaby"

Shedoesn'tsoundfinetome,Iam worried

becauseshehardlygetssick.

Me:"Okaymylove,pleaserestokay?"

Justthentheofficelandlinerang.

Oyi:"Okaybaby"

Me:"Bye,Ihavetogo"

Shesaidgoodbyeandhungup,Ianswered.



Me:"Kunene"

"GooddayMrKuneneit'sThobilefrom Bluehills

hotel,there'saladybythenameof

SimingenkosiKhumalo,shesayssheneedsto

seetheboss"

BluehillsisoneofthehotelsIown,italsohas

eventspaces,wherepeoplehostweddings,

parties,corporateeventsandsoon.

Me:"Iam busyrightnowThobile,canyouget

hertocallme?"

Thobile:"UmhSirI'm afraidIcan't,sheiswith

hercousinEnzokuhleZuluandtheyare

insistingonseeingyou,theysaytheyneedto



layoutacomplaintstraighttoyou".

Me:"Okaylooktellthem I'llbethereinanhour".

Thobile:"Okaysirbye"

Shehungup,Itookmyphoneandcarkeysand

wenttomeettheladiesthatarehellbenton

seeingme.

Closetoanhourlater,Iarrivedandwentinand

indeedthereweretwoladiesseatednearthe

helpdesk,Iknewit'sthem becausenooneever

sitsthere.

Iwalkedtothehelpdesk.



Me:"Thobilehowareyou?"

Thobile:"I'm goodsir,thesearetheladiesthat

askedforyou."

Me:"OkaythanksThobile,I'lltakeitfrom here".

Ilookedatthem,theylookedtooserious.

Me:"Gooddayladies,Iam MrSfisoKunene".

Lady1:"EnzokuhleZuluandthisismycousin

SimingekosiKhumalo"

Me:"Nicemeetingyou,canyoupleasefollow

metomyoffice"



Theyfollowedme,Igotinandofferedthem

seats.

Me:"SoladieshowcanIbeofhelptoday?"

Simi:"WellIam theownerofGlam magazine,I

haverecentlystartedanothermagazine,The

rentsmagazinewhichisallaboutparents,their

lifestyleandhowtheyhandlework,childrenand

focusingontheirmarriagesaswell,butalsoit

involvessingleparentsandhowtheydoit.So

MrKuneneIheardabouthowbeautifulyour

hotelisanditisthebeatforhostingevents,I

wanttolauchmymagazinebutoneofyour

staffmemberswasveryrudetouswhenwe

cametoinquire,shesaidsomenastythings"



Enzokuhle:"Sirasabusinessmanyoushould

knowthatitreallyisdisgustingtohavesuch

peopleworkingforyou,anywaysincewe

couldn'ttalkproperlywithyourstaff,weneedto

knowfrom youhowmuchdoesitcosthosting

aneventhereandcanyoupleaseshowus

around?"

Me:"I'm sosorryaboutwhathappened,I'lldeal

withthat,justgivemetheperson'sname.Well

thankyouforchoosingbluehills,hereisthe

paperofhowwechargebutI'llalsogiveyoua

discountjustasanapology,let'sfirstgosee

theeventscentre"

Westoodupandwentthere,theyloveditand

paidthefullbookingamountimmediately,I

thankedthem andtheyleft.



[Narrated].

LondekadrovetoOyintando'shouse.She

buzzedatthegateandOyiopened.

Theyhuggedandwenttositatthelounge.

Oyi:"HeySisthankyouforcoming"

Londeka:"Ihadto,hereIgotyoutwoofthese"

Shetookouttwopregnancytests,Oyintando

anxiouslytookthem andwenttopeeinthe

bathroom thenputthem bothintheirboxes,

shewentbacktohersister.

Londeka:"Sotellmehere,whenwillyoustart



doingsomethingwithyourlife?"

Oyintando:"Londeka!!WherewillIevenbegin?

YouknowIcan'thandlebusiness,Ican'tapply

forjobswithmyCV,it'stooembarrassingandI

can'tevengotoschool,youknowIam not

smart.

Londeka:"Thosearejustexcuses,soyouprefer

stayingathomeandbeingababymaking

machine?"

Londekaopenedtheboxesandshegasped.

Londeka:"Sweetjesus!!!!Youarepregnant!My

GodOyintandowhathappenedtocondoms?

Afterpill?Oranyform ofcontraceptives?Why

areyousocareless?"



Oyi:"Don'tshoutatmeLondeka,Ididn'tplan

thisokay?AndIdidnotmakethisbabyalone"

Londeka:"Youdidn'tplanofcourse,

irresponsiblepeoplehardlyplan,andohdonot

tryandsayyouarepregnantbecauseofSfiso,

yesheisthefatherbutOyihedoesn'twant

anotherbaby,youasawomanshouldmake

sureyoudon'tfallpregnant"

Oyintandojustcried,shecouldn'tbelievesheis

pregnant,whatwillshetellherhusband?

#Goodnight

#Unedited
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Insert3.

[Oyintando]

Mysisterhasleft,it'sonlyanhourbeforeSfiso

arrivesbackfrom work.TosayI'm scared

wouldreallybeanunderstatement,Iam pacing

upanddown,HowdoItellhim thatI'm

pregnant?WheredoIbegin?OhmyGodIcan't

tellhim,hemadeitclearthatthreekidsare

enough,hemadeitclearthatSbaniisstill

youngandforrealmybabyisstillyoung.How

canIbesocareless?

OkaymaybeIshouldpractisetheperfectwayto

tellhim.Iwenttostandbythemirrorinthe

lounge.



Me:"BabyIam pregnant"

Nothatwilljustputhim off.

Me:"BabyIjustfiguredthatweareexpecting

yetanotherbaby,Iam pregnant.Iknowyou

didn'twantanotherbaby,IswearIdidn'tplan

this,I'm sorry"

"Youarewhat?"

Ijumped,it'shim.Ididn'tseenorhearhim walk

in,Islowlyturnedtolookathim andhelooked

pissedofftosaytheleast,Ismiledtryingto

softenhim upbuthewasexpectingananswer

tohisquestion.



Me:"Uhmm h...heybaby"

Sfiso:"Oyintandodidyousayingweare

expecting?Areyoupregnant?"

Inodded.

Sfiso:"Isthatwhyyouwereaskingmewhatyou

askedmeyesterday?Whyyouweresick?And

couldn'tsleep?"

Me:"Welly...yesbutthenIwasn'tsureIjusthad

mysuspicions,becauseofhowIfeltandthen

todayItooktwopregnancytestsandthey

confirmedthatIam"

Ithenlookeddown,helooksboredmorethan



anythingandthatjusthurts.

Sfiso:"Wow....you....OyintandowhatwasI

supposetodo?WhatwasIsupposetodo?

Sinceyouareforgetful,am Isupposeto

rememberthingsforyou?Likeremembering

thatwearehavingunprotectedsexandyou

musttakeyourpill?"

Me:"SfisoI'm sorry"

Hesighedandtossedhisbagandblazeronthe

couch.

Sfiso:"I'm goingtopickthekidsupfrom

school"



Hethenleft,Ijustwentdownandcried.I've

neverseenhim somad,hehardlycallsmeby

myname.MaybeIshouldterminatebutnoI

can'tdothat.Letmecallmybrother,hearing

from him willmakemefeelbetter.

Mvelo:"Gundi"

Hecallsmethat,eversinceIwasyoung,see

mysiblingsandIgetalongverywell,it'shis

wifethatdoesn'tlikeLondekaandI,honestlyI

wouldn'ttellyouwhybecauseIalsodon'tknow.

Me:"Bhuti"

Mvelo:"Areyoucrying?"



Me:"What?NobhutiI'm notcrying,Ijustwoke

upnow,I'm notfeelingwell"

Mvelo:"Mmm,sohowareyou?"

Me:"I'm good,howareyou,howarethekids?

AuntieOmissesthem"

That'showhiskidsaddressme,AuntieOthen

LondekaisAuntieNdeka.Hehasfivekids,

threeboysandtwotwingirls.

Mvelo:"Theirmom wenttogetthem from

school,thegirlsmissyou.Apparentlywhenthey

arethereyoutakethem out,theysayit'salways

fun"



Ilaughed,Ishouldvisitthem.

Wespokeforawhile.

Mvelo:"Gundi"

Henowsoundsserious.

Me:"Bhuti?"

Mvelo:"JustrememberthatLondekaandIlove

youokay?WewillalwaysbethereforyouandI

believeyouwouldtellusifthingsarenotokay

right?"

Iwasnowcrying,Inoddedforgettinghecan't

seeme.



Mvelo:"Okaystopcryingthen,Iloveyoumy

angel,I'llcomeseeyoutomorrow".

Me:"Okaybyebhuti,Iloveyoutoo".

Ihungup,Iam reallyluckytohavehim and

Londekaasmysiblings,theyarealwaysthere

whenIneedthem.AnywayIstoodupandwent

tofixupsomesandwichesformykids,Iknow

they'llbehereanytimefrom nowandasusual

theywillbehungry.ButfirstIwenttowashmy

facebecauseiftheyseethatI'vebeencrying

theinterrogationwillbegin.Afterwashingmy

face,myeyeswerestillpuffybutatleastIcan

sayIwassleeping.

Iwenttothekitchen,preparedthem their



sandwichesalongwiththeirfather.Ithen

defrostedthemeatsothatIcanstartcooking.

JustasIwasstandingbythekitchencounter,

theycamerunningin.

Simbongilewasbeingchasedbyhisfather,he

waslaughingsohard.Ilookedatthem anda

tearescapedmyeye,howcanIruinsucha

beautifulthing?Mybabygirlcamerunningto

me.

Olu:"Hellomommy"

Me:"Heybaby,howareyou?"

Olu:"Let'sjustsayIcouldn'tbehappier"



Me:"Uuuuhhhsharethehappinesswithyour

mother"

Olu:"Soyourdaughterwillbegettingawardson

Wednesday,there'sanawardceremony"

Icheeredforher,kissedhercheekandgaveher

ahug,mybabyissmartandofcourselike

daddy.

Me:"Mommyissoproudofyou,andIwillbe

sittingatthefrontsitscream whentheycall

uponOluhleeeeeKuneneee"

Shelaughed,seeingmykidshappymakesme

sleepatnight,Imightbeallthebadthingsin

theworldbutI'm agoodmother,thatIgiveitto

myself.



Me:"Simbongilewon'tyousayhellotomommy

andtellheraboutyourday?"

Hewasstilllaughingatwhateverdaddywas

tellinghim,hestoppedlaughing.

Simbongile:"Hellomommy,howareyou?

MommyIdreamedofyoucarryingtwolittle

babiesbuttheydidn'tlooklikeSbani,theywere

smallandcuteeee.Mydayatschoolwasnice,

myteam wonandIgotcorrectwhenwe

drawingourfamily"

Myheartdidsomethingatthementionof

babies,Iremembermymom wouldseethings

throughherdreamsbeforetheyhappenandI

thinkSimbongilehasthesamethingbutthen



againitcouldjustbeadream.

Me:"Ohboycomekissmommy,sheissoproud

ofyou"

Hefrowned.

Simbongile:"Ewwmommynomorekisses,I'm

abigguynow"

Olu:"Yahbutdaddyisbiggerthanyouand

mommykisseshim"

Sherolledhereyes,wowsuchdramaonmy

kids.

Simbongile:"Oluhlethat'sbecausedaddyis



mommy'sboyfriendandI'm notokay?"

Sfisolaughedandwentupstairs,Iguessto

change.

Me:"Imadeyouguyssandwiches"

Olu:"Ohmommywearesorrybutdaddybought

Simbongileahappymealandmeabigmacso

wearefull"

Me:"Ohh...okaythen,gochangesothatwecan

seeyourhomework"

Theyrantotheirrooms.WhatwillIdowith

thesesandwiches?Whathappenedtonot

buyingkidstakeoutsduringtheweek?Isighed



andputthem inresealableplasticandputthem

im thefridge,SfisocamedowncarryingSbani.

Me:"Imadeyouasandwich"

Sfiso:"ThanksbutIateattheoffice"

Inoddedandwentupstairs,Ijusttookalong

shower,withtearsstreamingdown,Ifinished

afterawhileandworemyfloraldressand

slippersthenwenttocheckthekids'homework,

theywerealreadydone.ThenIwenttostarton

supper,Icookedrice,steak,potatosaladand

gravynothingfancy,weatesilentlywithonly

thekidstalking.IfedSbani,bathedherand

wenttoputherinbed,Sfisowasbathing

SimbongileandOluhlehadjustfinishedbathing.

Iwentdowntowashthedishes,usuallywedoit

togetherwithSfiso,Iam hopinghewillcome.



Indeedhecameandtookabottleofwater.

Sfiso:"Goodnight"

Me:"Aren'tyougonnahelpmewiththedishes?"

Sfiso:"I'm tired,Ihadalongday"

Justlikethatheleft.

Isighedandfinishedthenwenttocheckonthe

kids,Oluhlewasreading.

Me:"Babyit'stimetosleep"

Sheclosedthebook,Iwenttositnexttoher,

sangforherasongthatmymom usedtosing



forus,shethenslept.Imissher,it'sdayslike

thesewhenIwishIcouldconfideinher,tellher

howIfeelbutshe'snomore.Iwipedoffmy

tears,kissedmychildandwentontocheck

Simbongile,hewasalreadysleeping...Whew!!!!I

kissedhim andwenttokissSbanithenIretired

tobed,Sfisosaidheistiredbyhewasstillup

readinghisbook,Itookoffthedressandwent

tofindmypyjamas,usuallyhewouldne

jumpingatmebuttodayheisnotevenlooking

atmeandithurts.Ifoundthem andputthem

on,Igottobedandtriedsleepingbutmymind

wasworkingfulltime.

Me:"TellmewhatIshoulddoforyoutoforgive

meforfallingpregnant?"

IwaslookingtheotherwaybutIheardhim

closethebook,thenheswitchedhissidelamp.



Sfiso:"GoodnightOyintando".

Iclosedmyeyeshard,tearscameoutuntilIfell

asleep.

[Sfiso]

Idon'twanttobeangryatOyintando,Iloveher

andthatisnotalie.Iam justwonderinghow

hermindworks,shepromisedtotakeapillbut

nowshe'spregnant.HonestlyIwasgoodwith

threekids.AsitisI'm theonlyoneprovidingin

thehouse,allsheeverdoesisshoparound,go

overseaswithherfriends,notthatI'm

complainingbecausemoneyisnottheproblem

butourexpensesourgoingup.Eventherichest

manintheworldwouldn'tbethrilled.Ipaythe



billsofthehouse,thatbeingwaterand

electricity.WestayinSouthdownsestatesso

youcanimaginehowexpensivethatplaceis,I

paytheschoolfees,forbothkidsit'scloseto

hundredthousandayearandsoonSbanihasto

jointhem.Ibuygroceries,Idoeverything.How

muchmorecanItakereally?AnywayIwokeup,

gotthekidsreadythengotreadymyself,Itook

Sbaniandputherinbedwithhermom then

preparedbreakfastforthekids.AftereatingI

drovethem toschoolamdwenttowork.

MydayproceededbutIkeptonthinkingabout

Oyi,Shecriedherselftosleepyesterdayand

thatreallyhurtsme.

Thephonerangdisturbingmefrom mythought.

"Kunenehello"



"HelloMrKuneneit'sSimingenkosiKhumalo,I

don'tknowifyouarefreebutthere'sfewthings

Iwouldliketorunpastyou,lunch?"

Me:"Iam afraidIcan'tdolunch,Iam meeting

upwithaclientforlunchbutifyouarefreenow

Icansendyouanaddresstomyoffices"

Simi:"Okaypleasedothat,I'lldrivethereright

away"

Me:"Okaybye"

Ihungupandsenthertheaddress.

Anhourlater,acallfrom receptioncamein.



Me:"Yes"

"Sirthere'sMissKhumalolookingforyoushe

saysshespoketoyou"

Me:"Bringherin"

Ihungup,aminuteslatertherewasaknock.

Me:"Comein"

Shewalkedwearingayellowsuitwithblack

highheels,herweavetiedmessy.Shelooked

sobeautifulanddifferentfrom yesterday,she

hasaperfectbody.Anhourglass,mymouth

hungopen.



"IthinkIsawaflygoingthroughyourmouth"

Iquicklycloseditinembarrassment,Istoodup

andshookherhand.

Me:"MissKhumalopleasesit"

Shetookasit,sheisagoddessItellyou,but

waitwhyam Ievennoticingherbeauty?Noone

caneverbeasbeautifulasmywife.

Me:"SohowcanIhelpyou?"

Simi:"AsIhadtoldyouIwillbehostingmynew

magazineatyourvenue,Isawabeautifulspot

atyourhotelIwaswonderingifIcouldrentthat

spaceformymagazine,Icurrentlydon'thave



enoughspacewhereglam magazineisand

Enzokuhle'sofficesareallbeingused,Iwillonly

rentuntilIgetaspace".

Herlipsarethick,whentheymovetheyare

perfect.

Me:"I....Iam usingthatspaceformeetingsat

thehotelbutIhavetwoofficesherethatI'm not

using,youcanuseoneofthem.Doyoumind?"

Simi:"Really?OhmyGodthankyou,canyou

pleaseshowme?"

Istoodup,shealsogotup.Iwalkedbehindher,

shehasperfectroundass.Whenshewalksshe

hasconfidence,shelooksexcited.Wegotto

theoffices,Ishowedherthefirstonethen



movedtothesecondone,sheloveditbecause

it'sbigger.

Simi:"ThankyousomuchMrKunene,canwe

nowtalkpaymentplan?"

Me:"PleasecallmeSfisoandnodon'tworry

aboutanypayment,it'sgoodtoseean

ambitiouswoman,soyoucanuseitforfree"

Shehuggedmewhilescreaming....Women.

Simi:"Thankyou,thankyou,thankyouMrKu....I

meanSfiso"

Shelooksevenmorebeautifulwhensheis

happy.



SheleftandIwasleftthinkingabouther.

Like,commentandshare
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Insert4.

[Sfiso]

It'sclosetoknockofftimeandIfeelterrible,I

feelguilty.HowcanIlookatanotherwoman

likeIdidwithSimi?Iam marriedforheaven's

sakeandIlovemywife.Oyimaybeeverything

butshe'sagoodwoman,shelovesmealot

thatIam sureof,shetakescareofmykidsvery

well.Sheisverybeautifulbothinsideand

outside,rightnowIfeelterrible,likeIbetrayed

her.SoIknockedoffealierthanIshouldand

wentstraighttoafloralstore.



Ifoundawhitelady,Ibelievesheisafloristor

whatever.

Me:"Goodafternoon"

Shegavemeaverywidesmile,onlyifallpeople

whoworkwithsuchserviceswerethis

welcoming.

Her:"Goodafternoonsir,I'm Madonna.

WelcometoMDflorists,whatcanIdoforyou

today?"

Me:"Thankyou,Ineedoneofyourbeautiful,

biggest,expensiveandlovelysmellingbunchof

flowers"



Shesmiled.

Madonna:"Luckylady,Isshenotallergictoany

kindofflowers?"

Me:"No,shelovesflowersalot"

Madonna:"Okay,letmemakethatbunchfor

you".

Shewentonanddidherthingandshereallydid

comewithahugebunchofflowers,itsmelled

good.Somenaturalextractsthereandlavender

ifmynostrilscansmellproperly.

Me:"Thankyou,howmuchwilltheycost"



Madonna:"OnlyR650"

WowR650asiftheyaregoingtolastforever,

thingswomenlove.But...anythingtomakemy

lovelywifehappy,Ioweherthatmuch.

IpaidanddrovetoChickenlicken,Iknowshe

loveshotwingswhensheispregnant.Ibought

herlotsofthem.LastlyIdrovetoMoodycowto

getherherfavouriteicecream.

Idrovehome,whenIgottothegateIstopped

andtookoutapieceofpaperthenwroteonit,

shoveditinsidetheflowers,Ibreathedinand

drovein.

AfterparkingthecarinthegarageIwalkedin

andshewasbusymakingfoodforthekidsin



thekitchen.

Oluhle:"Mommywhyareyoucrying?"

That'sthefirstthingIheardandmyheartbroke,

Istoodthereandlistened.

Oyi:"I'm notcryingmyangel,Iwaschoppingan

onion"

Oluhle:"Isitdaddy?Orisitmeand

Simbongile?"

Oyi:"It'snothingmommycan'thandlebaby,it's

notdaddyandit'snotyouorSimbongileokay?

Nowgoandsitinthelivingroom,I'llbringyour

foodthere"



Oluhle:"Okaymommy,wipethetearsoff,Ilove

you"

Thensheranoff,Islowlywalkedcarryingthe

flowersandherfavouritefood.

Shewasn'tseeingme,Ihuggedherfrom behind,

shewassniffing,whensherealisedI'm theone

huggingher,shequicklywipedoffhertears.

Me:"Heybaby"

Oyi:"Hey"

Me:"Youokay?"



ShenoddedbutIcouldseeherwipingoffthe

tears.

Imadeherlookatme,hereyeswerepuffyand

red.

Me:"Lovehaveyoubeencrying?"

Shelookeddown,Ihurther.

Me:"I'm sorrybaby,I....IknowIshouldn'thave

reactedthatway,It'snotyourfault"

Shenodded.

Me:"Talktomemylove"



Oyi:"IfeellikeI'm becomingaburdentoyou,

maybeIshouldstartlookingforajobsothatI

canhelparoundinthehouse".

What?No!!!Isthatwhatshethinks?

Me:"Babyyouarenotaburden,andbesides

whichjobwillyoulookfor?I'drathertakecare

ofyouthantohaveyouslavearounddoinga

hardjob"

Shenoddedandwentbacktodoingfoodfor

thekids.

Me:"LookwhatIboughtyou"



Shelookedandsmiledbutthatsmileisnotthe

oneIknowandlove,it'sfullofpain.HowcanI

hurttheonepersonwholovesmesomuch,

whomademeafatherandmademyhousea

home?

Oyi:"Thankyou,theyarelovely"

Ibrushedhertummy,sheflinched,Ikepton

brushingituntilshewasrelaxed.

Me:"Iam wishingforagirl,Simbongileislike

fiveboysinoneperson"

Shegiggled,that'smorelikeit.Althoughthe

sadnesswasstillthere.



Me:"Iloveyoumama,Iloveyousomuchand

I'm sorryforhowIreacted.Thisbabyisours

andit'snotyourfaultthatwearegoingtohave

anotherbaby"

Oyi:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"Comeshowmehowmuchyouloveme,

kissme"

ShekissedmeandIhuggedhertight,Iloveher

somuch.

Iwhisperedinherears.

"Iloveyou"



Me:"Sothecravings,Iboughtyouchicken

lickenhotwings"

Shelaughed,Iswearthatmademehappy.

Oyi:"Therearen'tanycravingsfornowbutI

can'tsaynotohotwingsandmyMoodycow

Icecream"

Ilaughed,thenkissedheragainandagainand

again.Shetookthefoodtothekidsthenwe

wenttoshowertogether.

Oyi:"I'm meetingupwithMveloinanhour"

Me:"Whyishenotcomingoverfordinner?"



Oyi:"Hesaidsomethingaboutameetingatthe

samerestuarantsohewouldrathermeetme

therebeforehismeeting"

Me:"Okayhurrythen"wescrubbedeachother,

hadaninnocentshower.Webothdressedup,

sheworeherjeansandgolfT-shirtand

sneakers.Shelookedamazing,shehasaway

ormakingeverythinglookbeautiful.Whenshe

wasdone,shekissedmeandleft.

[Oyintando]

Iam inmycardrivingtoCenturionmall,that's

whereI'm meetingmybrother.Itookthecardor

paperthatSfisoputontheflowers,Iwantto

readit.SoIopeneditanditread:

"Mylove,pleaseforgiveme.Iwasverystupid



andIpromisetomakeituptoyou,Iloveyou

andourkidssomuch,fourofthem.From

Sthandwasakhotoyousenhliziyoyam"

Iblushedandputitaway,innotimeIwasat

centurionmall,Iparkedthecarandwentto

muggnbeanandtherehewas,mybrowned

skinnedbrother.Funnyhowwealllookalike,

mymom'sgeneswereverystrong.

WhenIgottohim wehugged.

Mvelo:"Gundi"

Me:"Heybhutiza"

Wesatdown,fussedovereachotherthen



orderedeventually,wespokeabouthisfamily,

myfamilyandsuchthings.

Me:"Ineedtotellyousomebutpleasepromise

youwon'tjudgeme"

Mvelo:"Okay,Ipromise".

Iknowhedoesn'tmeanitbutI'lltellhim anyway.

Me:"I'm pregnant"

Helookedatmethensighed,see?Thatis

judgementonit'sown.

Mvelo:"Oyintando?"



Me:"Bhuti?"

Mvelo:"Soyoureallygonnabethathousewife?

Onethatonlygivesbirth?Doyouthinkmom

anddadwouldbeproud?"

Ilookeddown,hisfacialexpressiontellsme

howdisappointedheis,andheissoseriousI

can'tevenkeepeyecontact.

Mvelo:"Gundipleaserewriteyourmatric,Iknow

youcandoit,justputyourmindtoitthenyou

willpass,thenenrolatanycollegeorunisafor

distancelearning.Thatwon'tstopyoufrom

shopping,takingyourkidstoandfrom school

andbeinga"Housewife".



His"Housewife"cameoutsarcastically,Iam

thinkingofdoingjustthat,nothingwouldgo

wrongright?

Mvelo:"Ifyoudon'twanttodoitforyourself

thendoitforourparents,doitforyourkids.Be

themom theycanbeproudof"

That'sit!!I'm goingtoregistertorewritemy

matric,Ican'tbethatstupid,Iknowtheycare

formeandtheywantwhat'sbestforme.

Me:"I'm goingtodoitbhuti,forme,thekids

andourparents.I'm suretheywillbeproud"

Hesmiledandheldmyhand.



Mvelo:"Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wefinishedeating,ordereddessertwhile

catchingup,anhourlaterhismeetingwas

abouttostartsoIleft.

WhenIgothome,Iwaswelcomedbyacurry

smell,itsmelleddivine.Iwalkedandhubbywas

wearinganaproncookingupastorm,thekids

wereonthefloorplayingwithSbaniandmy

kitchenlookedlikeitwashitbyastorm.

Ijustgiggled,satonthestoolandwatched,he

cametokissmeandcontinuedmakingamess.



It'sthethoughtthatcountsright?Thedirt

doesn'tmattermuch.

#Unedited
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•••3monthslater•••

[Oyintando]

Iam 3monthspregnantandIhavealso

registeredtorewritemymatric,atleastit'sonly

twosubjectsthatIfailedsoit'smanageable.I



thoughtthiswouldbeabadideabutitisnot.

MyhusbandandIhavebeeninagoodplacefor

thepast3months,weattendedtheaward

ceremonytogetherwhenOluwasgetting

awards,wewenttoourfirstappointment

together,Icansafelysaythingsaregood.

Butmysisteradvisedmetokeeptherewriting

situationasecretbecausewedon'tknowhow

Sfisowillreact,hemightthinkIdoubthim,he

mightstopgivingmemoneythenIwon'tbe

abletopayforthecollegesoIdon'twantanyof

thattohappen.Ijustgotbackfrom class,Iam

meetingupwithLesego,myfriend.Weare

meetingatSouthdownsshoppingcentre,at

leastit'snotfarfrom mykids'schoolandour

house,soitisconvenient.Afterdrivingfora

whileduetotrafficIfinallyarrived.



Lesego:"Heypreggos"

Ilaughed,wehuggedandsatdown.

Me:"Heybabe,you'vebeenscarcelately"

Lesego:"Youknow,travellingwithhubby,

shoppinginothercountriesandandand.How

haveyoubeen?"

SeeLesegoisthatwoman,shehasarich

husbandbuthasbusinessesherself,sheis

smart.Iguessbynature,sheonlyhas2kids

andshedoesn'twantmore,herhusbandtake

hereverywherehegoes,helovesherlikethat.

Me:"I'vebeengoodhoney,can'tcomplain".



Weorderedandstartedeating,threemonths

intopregnancyandI'm alreadybig,wellnotbig

bigbutI'veaddedonsomeweight,atleastthis

pregnancyisnotstressful,Idon'tgetcravings

everynowandagain,Ieatalmosteverything

andmorningsicknessesarejustokay.

Lesego:"Butfriend,don'tyoucareaboutyour

figurethough?Imeanyouhavethreekidsasit

isandgoingtofour"

Me:"WellfriendIhavenoinsecuritiesand

besides,youknowmypregnanciesneverleave

melookingbad,Ialwaysgobacktomynormal

weight"

Wespokeforawhile,Ididn'tdaretellherabout



mydecisionofgoingbacktoschool,Iknowshe

willtellTim thenTim willtellSfiso,wellTim is

herhusbandandheisfriends/businesspartner

withSfiso.

Aftercatchingwewentseparateways,Iwentto

getmykidsfrom schoolshewenttogethers,

herkidsattendschoolatcornwallhillcollege

andtheystaythereaswell.

Mybabieslovemealotlately,theywerehappy

whenItoldthem IwaspregnantohbutjustasI

hadsaidthedream Simbongilehadaboutme

carryingtwinswasnottruebecauseit'sonly

onebaby.

Olu:"Mommy"!!!



Theyrushedtomeandhuggedme.

Me:"Heymommy'sbabies,comekissme"

Theykissedme,ohyes,Igetkissesevenfrom

thebigboynow.

Wedrovehomewhiletheytoldmeabouttheir

day.WefinallyarrivedandMariawaswithher

sisterandI'm guessingSbaniwassleeping.I

greetedthem andaskedhertomake

sandwichesforthekids,shedidwhileIwent

upstairstocheckonmybaby.WellSfiso

suggestedwehireMariafulltimeasournanny

becausenowthatI'm pregnantIcan'tdo

everythingpluslookingafterthekidsandwell

thatworksformebecauseIgettimetostudy,

attendclasseswithoutanyhassles.



Iwentbackdownstairstogetwaterbutassoon

asIapproachedIheardMariaandhersister

talkingaboutmesoIstoppedandlistened.

Maria:"Oyintandoisjustafoolishwoman,she

isblindedbymoney"

Lucy:"Isawherhusbandwalkingaroundwith

somewomanattheshoppingcentre,theywere

allcozyandIbetthatishismistress"

What?WellLucyalsoworksatcornwallasa

cleanersochancesofseeingmyhusbandare

highbutcoulditbetrue?Maybeit'soneofhis

employees.

Maria:"HerhusbandisacheaterItellyou,it's



justthathestillhasn'tmetanyonetounleash

hischeatingselfwith,Irememberthisonetime

Oyintandohadlefttovisithisbrother,Iwas

heretakingcareofSimbongilesincehehad

refusedtogo.Sfisocametome,wekissedand

justaswewereabouttodothedeed,the

Madam hadtoruinthemomentbycalling,I

reallytohaveapieceofhim.Idespisethat

womanandI'dbepleasediftheycheatonher"

Lucylaughed.

Me:"Justasyou'dbepleasedifmyhusband

cheatsonmeIguessyou'llalsobepleaseto

knowthatyouarefired!!Packeverylittlething

youhaveinmyhouseandleave,Iwillhire

someonewhohasmoralsandneedsthisjob".

Theydidn'tseemecomein,theyfroze.



Maria:"Umm I..."

Me:"Leavemyteathereandgo!!!Maybeyour

sistercansqueezeyouinatherworkplace,you

willcleantogether"

Maria:"I...ma'am..."

Me:"Don'tma'am me,youwerereferringtome

bymynamesodon'tchangeit,juststandup

from mychairandleave!."

Shestoodupandwentoutsidetohercottage,I

accompaniedherandwaitedforherwhileshe

packed.



Me:"YouwillcallacaborsomethingIdon't

care,allthemoneyyouworkedforyouwillbe

depositedintoyouraccount"

Ileftthem atthegateandwentbackinside,I

am soangry,Ihavetakenenoughofher

attitudeandIcan'ttakeanymoreofit.Asfor

Sfiso,howcanhetrysleepingwithher?That'sif

it'strue.

Itookabottleofwaterandwenttoplaypuzzles

withmykids.

[Sfiso]

It'sanhourpastknockofftimebutIam

workingonaverybigprojectsoIam goingto

belateathome,Iscratchmyhead,makephone

callsandthenanhourlaterIdecidetopackup



andgo.

AssoonasIwalkpasttheofficeIgaveSimi,I

noticethelightsareonsoIopenthedoorand

peepthrough,Iseehergluedtoherlaptop.

Me:"It'slateandyoustayveryfar"

Shejumped.

Me:"I'm sorryIscaredyou"

Shegiggledandtookadeepbreathe.

Simi:"IthoughtIwasaloneinthebuilding,I

havethisinterviewIhavetorunwithverybig

peoplesoIam tryingtocomeupwithgood



questionsandthewholestructureofit"

Me:"Ohokay,canIseehowfaryouare?"

Shenodded,Iwenttostandnexttoherand

lookedatthelaptopscream,Ihelpedherwith

questionsandIcouldsmellherperfumefrom

whereIwasstanding.

Me:"There!!Youdon'thavetositallnight

crackingyourskull,theyarebigandimportant

butquestionsarequestionsyouknow"

Shegiggledagainandlookedatme,ourfaces

met.Wewerebreathingthesameair,Icould

smellcoffeefrom hermouth.



Webothfroze,Itouchedherlipswithmine,they

weresosoft,shebreathedinandout.

Wekissed,Ikissedherhungrily,sheheldmy

neckasthekissgotheated.

Ifinallycamebacktomysensesandstopped

kissingher.

Me:"I...um...Ihavetogo,I'm sorry".

Shelookeddownandnodded,whileplaying

withherfingers.

Me:"I....I'llleavetoyourworkthen,don'tforget

toswitchoffthelightsandlockup".



Simi:"Umm...yeah...I...Yeahgoodnight".

Me:"Goodnight"

Iwalkedoutandstoodbythedoorafterclosing

it,Isigheddeeply.WhathaveIdone?Whyam I

feelingthisway?

Idrovehome,itwaspast7pm.WhenIgot

homemywifewassettingthetable.

Me:"Heyeveryone"

Thekidsrantomeandhuggedme,IkissedOlu

andbrushedSimbongile'shead.

Me:"Heybaby"



Oyi:"Heylove,youarelatetoday".

Me:"I'm sorry,Ishouldhavecalled.Iwas

completingsomething"

Shecametowardsme,Iknowshewantsahug

andakiss,butIcan'tkissherwiththelipsthat

justkissedanotherwoman,andIknowshewill

smellawoman'sperfume,Itisstrong,Ican

smellitmyself.

Me:"I...I'llgotakeaquickshowerthenjoinyou"

Isaidthatasshewascomingtome,whe

stoppedonhertracksasIranupstairs.



Itookashowerandputonsweatpantsanda

vestthenwenttojointhem.

Icouldn'tevenengageintheconversation,I

lookedupatherandshewaslookingatme,I

couldn'tkeeptheeyecontact,Ijustlooked

downandate.Aftereatingwewashedthe

dishesandputthekidstosleep.

•••Inthebedroom•••

Sfisokepttossingandturning,hedidn'tknow

whethertoholdOyilikeheusuallydoesornot.

Oyintando:"I'm tryingtosleepSfiso,Iknowyou

feelguiltyaboutsomethingbutcanyoudothat

atwork,inyourofficenothereinourbed"



Hefrozeatthementionof"Guilty"

Sfiso:"I'm sorrybaby,I'm juststressedout

aboutsomething".

Oyintando:"Whateveritis,canitnotdisturbmy

sleep?"

Hergutfeelingtoldherithastodowitha

woman,judgingbyhowhelookedatheratthe

tableandshecouldn'thelpbutthinkaboutwhat

Lucysaidabouthim andawomanlookingcozy

attheshoppingcentre.

Sfiso:"Goodnight,Iloveyou".

Oyintando:"Night"



Sfisogotmorenervousandfeltevenmore

guilty.

#Unedited

Like,commentandshare.
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Insert6.

[Oyintando]

IttookmealotofstrengthtonotaskSfiso

abouthim andMaria,him andthewomanLucy

wastalkingaboutandhim beingalljumpy

yesterday.Iam keepingitcool,Idon'twantto



bethatwoman,thatonewhocomeoutas

jealous.Youknowhowmenare,theyhavea

tendencyofdoingfilthythingsthentryand

makeitseem likeyouarethereasonwhythey

didwhattheydid.SoI'm justgonnakeepquite,I

sawguiltwrittenalloverhisfaceandIwantit

toeathim uptillhedecidestocomeclean.

Ijustgotoutofclass,whileIam thinkingabout

Sfisoandhisunknownshenanigans,I'm driving

tothedoctorformycheckup.Mydearhusband

promisedtocome.

Iarrivedandparkedthecarandwalkedin,by

luckitwasnotfullsoIsatandwaitedforSfiso

toarrivebuthewasnowhereinsight.

"OyintandoKunene".



Myheartdroppedwhenmynamewasbeing

called,hedidnotcome.Isighedthenstoodup

andwentin.

Doc:"MrsKunene,howareyoutoday?"

DrMtshalihasbeenmydoctorfrom sinceIwas

pregnantwithSimbongile.

Me:"I'm goodDoc,howareyou?"

Doc:"I'm goodthankyou,nowlet'sgetdownto

business".

Heaskedmeafewquestionsthendidwhat

neededtobedone,whichwasputtingagelon



mystomach,hestoppedandlookedatme.

Doc:"Iam hearingtwoheartbeatshere"

Me:"What?Whatdoesthatmean?"

OkaystupidquestionIknow.

Doc:"Itmeansyouarecarryingtwins"

Hemovedthescannerthingyaround,thenhe

startedpointingoutthatindeedI'm carrying

twins.

Ishouldbehappyright?Imeantheyaremykids.

Whyam Inothappy?Tearsjustcameout,the

Doctorwipedoffthegel,Ifixedmyselfand



wipedoffthetears.

Doc:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"YeahDocI'm fine,I'm justoverwhelmed

withemotions,I'm happy"

Henoddedandprescribedsupplementsforme

asperusualthenIleft.

[Laterintheday]

Ijustgothomefrom pickingthekidsupfrom

school.Ineedtostartlookingforanannyanda

househelp.Iwon'tmanagewitheverythingat

themoment.Aftermakingfoodforthekids,I

decidedtogotakeashowerandnapalittle.I'm



notcookingtoday,I'm tired.

.........

Damn!!!Whatkindofamotheram I?Ioverslept,

itwassupposetobeanhournapbutIsleptfor

morethanthreehours,Itotallyforgotaboutmy

kids.Idraggedmyselftotheplayroom asI

heardvoicescomingfrom thereandOluhleand

Simbongilewereplaying.

Me:"Guyscomelet'sseethehomeworks,then

youwillbath"

Oluhle:"Mom it'sfriday,fridaysarenot

homeworkdaysremember?"

Ohyeah!!!Itotallyforgotit'sfriday.



Me:"Ohyes,mommyforgot,I'm onlygivingyou

anhourinthere,rightnowam gonnagocheck

onSbani"

Simbongile:"Sheiswithdaddyatthegarden"

It'sfriday!!!!Idon'tunderstandwhyI'm forgetful,

evenSfisoknocksoffearly.

Iwalkedoutleavingthem toplay,Ididn'teven

bothergoingtothegarden,Ijustwenttothe

kitchenandprepredsandwichesforthekids.

"Heybaby"

Icloselymyeyesandsaidalittleprayer.



Heavenlyfather,I'm notreadytotalktoyour

son.

Me:"Hy"

Sfiso:"I'm sorryIdidn'tmakeittothedoctor's

appointment,Igotheldupatwork".

Inoddedandfinishedup.

Me:"Pleasegivemethechild,Iwannafeedher"

HeslowlygaveSbanitome,Ilefthim standing

thereandwenttofeedmybaby.Iam convinced

nowmorethaneverthatthere'sawomanSfiso

isbusywithandIwon'tasknortrytotalkabout

it,Heisagrownassman,heknowsthe



differencebetweenrightandwrong.

AsIwasfeedingSbani,Sfisowalkedinandsat

down.

Sfiso:"Baby"

Me:"Mmmm"

Sfiso:"I'm sorry".

Me:"For?"

Hekeptquiet,sodidI.

Hesighedandlookedatme.



Justateaserofwhatwillbehappening

tomorrowonafullinsert,I'llcontinuefrom

whereIended.

I'm sorryfortakinglongtopost,myphonehad

aproblem thenloadingsheddinghappened

takingnetworkalongwithit.

pleasesharethepagetoyourfriendsand

friendsoffriends.

Love

Admin♥

Insert6(Continuation)

[Simi].



Ihaven'tbeeninarelationshipinaverylong

timeandreasonbeingthatI'm alwaysbusy.I

nevergaveloveachance,eveninthepast

relationshipsI'veneverinvestedmyall.

But....butnowIfeelattractedtoMrKune...I

meanSfiso.Eversincewekissed,Ihaven'tbeen

abletogethim outofmymind.RightnowI'm at

home,I'm tryingtoworkontheupcoming

interviewbutit'sjustimpossible.

"Pennyforyourthoughts?"

Ijumpedfrom thecouch,IgotrelievedwhenI

realisedit'sEnzo.

Enzo:"Okay....youevengotstartled,whatever

youarethinkingaboutmustbedeep"



Me:"Hey,Ididn'thearyoucomein"

Enzo:"That'sbecauseyouweredeepin

thoughts,caretoshare?"

Me:"It'snothingmajorreally,I'm juststressing

aboutwork"

Enzo:"Trythatwithsomeonewhodoesn'tknow

youSimi,Iwon'tdragitoutofyoubutI'llstillbe

heretolistenwhenyouarereadytotellme"

InoddedbutdeepdownIknowIwon'ttellher

oranybodyelseforthatmatter.Idon'twanna

bejudgedforfallingforamarriedman.



Enzo:"AnywayI'm heretoletyouknowthatwe

arehavingagirlsnightout,Prettycamewith

theidea,areyougame?"

Me:"Yeah...yeahIam,Isuredoneedabreak".

Enzo:"Greatthenprepareyourself,weareliving

inanhour".

Me:"Thekids?"

Enzo:"HoneyIam marriedtoNkanyisoZulu,my

manofferedtotakecareofthekids,healso

believesIneedabreaksinceIworktoohard".

Me:"AndthenwhataboutMrsKhuzwayo?"



MrsKhuzwayoisEnzo'slittlesisterZinhle,she

ispregnantandhatesitwhenweleaveher

behind.

Enzo:"Thatoneisstayingathomewithherkids

andhusband,youknowNtandodoesn'twanna

beseparatedfrom Zinhle"

Ilaughedandwenttogetreadyforthegirls

nightout.

Wait!!!!DidIintroducemyself?Ididn'tright?

WellIam SimingenkosiKhumalo,Iam avery

careerdrivenwoman.EnzoandZinhlearemy

cousins,theirfatherandmymom aresiblings

thereforetheirfatherismyuncleandmymom

istheiraunt.Butthat'snotimportantatthe

moment,whatmattersisthatIfindnewoffices

quicklysothatIcanmovefrom MrKunene's



space.Idon'twannafindmyselfmaking

mistakeswithamarriedman.

[Sfiso]

Oyintandoissocalm,sheisnotcomplaining

noraskingmeanything.Ithinksheseesright

throughme.Imeanthat'stheonlyvalidreasonI

havetoherbehaviour.MaybesheknowswhatI

didwithSimi,buthow?Ormaybeit'smy

imaginations?MaybeIshouldtestthewaters

andfindoutifsheknowsorshesuspect

something.

Me:"BabyI'm hungry,canIordersomething?"

Shedidn'tcook,Iam evenafraidtoaskwhy.



Oyi:"Ifyouwanttoorderthenyoucan,thekids

andIhaveeaten"

Ohwow!!!Sotheyateandneverthoughtabout

me?

Me:"Oh...noit'sokayI'llgomakesomethingin

thekitchen"

ThroughouttheyearsI'vebeenmarriedwith

Oyintandoshehasneverbeenlikethistowards

me,wheneverthere'saproblem sheraisesit,

wefightaboutitandfixit.Whatsheisdoing

nowisreallykillingme,Iwouldratherhaveher

shoutthanthissilenttreatmentI'm getting.

Isighedanddecidedtoaskheronceandforall.



Me:"Babyareyouokay?"

Oyi:"YeahIam"

Me:"I'm sorryfornotcomingtothecheckup"

Oyi:"It'sfineSfiso,letitgo.Iunderstand,You

hadtowork"

Yoooh,thewayshesaidit!!!

Me:"IstheresomethingIdid?Tohurtyouor

makeyouangry?"

Oyi:"Wellquestionisareyoudoingsomething

thatcouldpossiblyhurtorangerme?"



Ichokedonsalivaandcoughedforquite

sometime.

Shegaveaboredlookandstoodup.

Oyi:"I'm goingtooutthekidstobedthensleep,

goodnight"

Shestoodupandleftmethere.

...........

•••Inthebedroom••••

Icouldn'tsleep,Iputmyhandontopofher,she

pushedit.Ithoughtshewassleeping.



Me:"MyloveI'm notcheatingonyou,Iswear"

Oyi:"Whosaidyouare?"

Ikeptquiet.

Oyi:"ThedoctorsaidIshouldgetenoughsleep

ohbutyouwouldn'tknowsinceyouwere

workingwhenIwenttothedoctor".

Me:"LoveI....."

Oyi:"Goodnightbaby,youhavetohavetowake

upearlyinthemorning,youareahardworking

manafterall"



IsighedandtriedtosleepbutIjustcouldn't.But

Idon'tgetwhyOyintandoisangry,ImeanI

alreadyapologizedfornotmakingittothe

doctor'sappointment.AndwiththeSimi

situation,Ionlykissedherandcametomy

sensesquickly.Thatkissmeantabsolutely

nothing,or....am Itryingtoconvincemyself?

MythoughtsatemeawaytillIfinallydozedoff.

#Unedited
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[Oyintando]

WeekshavepassedandImustsaythe

situationinmyhousewasverytenseandsour

butatleastthingsarenowbacktonormal.I



spoketomysisterandtoldheraboutmy

suspicionsandwellallshesaidwas"Mntase

actnormal,ifhereallyischeatingyouwillfind

outeventually"andIhavebeenplayingitvery

cool.Everheardaboutawoman'sgutfeeling?

Asmuchaswearegoodnowbutthatfeelingis

there.

Anywaybacktothepresentmoment,it'stwo

daysbeforeChristmas,somykidsandIare

decoratingtheChristmastree,daddyisnot

homeandheisobviouslynotatworkbecause

theyclosedfortheholidays.

Oluhle:"MommyIthinkweneedaddthelights

inthelivingroom aswell"

We'vedonetoomuchdecoratingalready,Iam

sotired.



Me:"Babywe'vedonetoomuchdecorating,why

don'twetakeabreakandgetsomethingto

eat?"

Simbongile:"Yes...yesmommytoasted

bread!!!!"

Ilaughed,mylittlepumkinisbusyplayingon

thefloorwithhertoysandChristmaslights,I

reallywishtobeherrightnow,sheisababy

andcaresaboutabsolutelynothingintheworld.

Allshecaresaboutisbeingfed,bathedandput

tobed.

AsformeIhavealottodealwith...gettingmy

matric,dealingwiththreekids,myhusbandwho

hascheatingqualities,morningsicknessesand



alotofcravings.

Me:"OlulookafterSbanineh,I'm goingtomake

usfood"

Oluhle:"Okaymommy,pleaseaddalotof

cheeseonthetoastedbread"

IgiggledandshookmyheadasIwalkedtothe

kitchen.TheyarethereasonwhyItrysohardto

containthethingsIdealwithattimes,Iwant

them toseeaveryhappymom,morethan

anythingtheyarethereasonwhyIfinallychose

tobecomeabetterperson.Ilovemykids,Ilive

formykids.Ipreparedthefoodandwentback

totheloungewhenIwasdone,satonthe

carpetandate.Sbanikeptonplayingwithmy

foodbutwhenItriedfeedingherherownshe

refusedtoeat.



Me:"Sbaniletmommyeat"

Shespokeinherforeignlanguage,thatgot

Simbongiletolaugh.

"FamilyI'm home!!!"

Hewascarryingawholelotofgiftboxes,from

biggesttosmallest.

Kids:"Daddy!!!"

Theygotupandrantohim,howwilltheyhug

withalltheseboxes?



Theyhuggedhim,thegiftsfelldown,he

followedsuittheygotontopofhim.

Sbani:"Atata"

Ilaughed,that'shertryingtosaydaddy,Idon't

knowwhybutcomparedtomyotherkidssheis

prettylate,herwordsarenotclearenoughand

sheisstillbalancingwiththingswhenwalking

butsheis1yearold.

Sfiso:"Heybaby"

Me:"Hey,wherehaveyoubeen?Yourkidswere

abusingme"

Helaughedandcametokissmethenmynot



sovisibletummy.

Sfiso:"Iwasgiftshopping,it'sChristmasintwo

daysbaby"

Me:"Isee,yougotalotofthem.ListenI'm so

tiredpleasetakeover,I'm gonnagotakeabath

thencomebacktopreparesupper"

Sfiso:"Takeaslongasyouinthebathmama,

I'llorderallyourfavourites,youdon'thaveto

cook"

Am luckaren'tI?

Ikissedhim andranupstairs.

Sbani:"Mamamama"



IheardhercryingformeandIchosetoignore

herandranmyselfabubblebathandgotinside

andrelaxed.

[Sfiso]

Overthepastweeksthingswerereallynotgood

andmebeingthemanthatIam,onewhohas

nevercheatedonhiswife,Iwasreallyshowing

thatIkissedanotherwoman,Iwasshowing

thatIfeelguiltyaboutsomethingandthatwas

reallyclosetobreakingmyhome,Ihadtocome

backtomysensesandstopactinglikealove

sickteenager.Iwon'tlieandsayIstopped

thinkingaboutSimi,Ithinkaboutherfrom time

totimebutalsoIcan'tlosemywifeandkids

overafling.SonowIdecidedtobeafathermy

kidsneedandahusbandmywifeneeds.



AnywayIorderedandplayedwithmykids,I

missedthesemomentssomuch,theykeep

orderingmearound,weputallthegiftboxes

aroundtheChristmastreethenfinallytheir

mom camedown.

Oyi:"I'm finallydone"

Me:"Thefoodwillarrivesoon,comesitnextto

me"

Shesattome,Ikissedherforehead,Ilovemy

wifesomuch.

Me:"Yousmellgood"



Oyi:"Thankyou,I'm hungry.Whyisthefood

takinglong?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Aremybabieshungry?"

Whenshetoldmeshe'scarryingtwins,Iwon't

lieandsayIwasn'tshockedbutI'vemade

peacewithitandI'veactuallyfalleninlovewith

theidea.

Oyi:"Yeahtheyare"

Asweweretalkingtheintercom rang,Ibuzzed

thepersoninandwenttoopenthedoor,itwas

ourorder,Ipaidandtookthefood.



Ihadorderedchickenstrips,ribs,buffalowings

andawholelotoffriesthenforthekidsI

orderedMcDonald'sburgers,thankstoMrD

foodImanagedtogeteverything.

Igavethekidstheirfood,wellasforSbanishe

wasalreadytiredandasleep.

Oyiopenedtheremainingpaperbagsthen

frowned,shelookedatme.

Me:"Whatisitbabe?"

Oyi:"Ithoughtyousaidyouwouldorderallmy

favourites"

Me:"Butyouloveallthosethingsbabynjena"



Sheshookherhead,guyshermoodswings!!!!

Oyi:"Mxm!!!Hotwings!!!!!Hot....hotwings

Sfiso!!!what'sallthisreally?"

Iwasjustpuzzledandreallygettingbored

becausejustyesterdaysheaskedforbuffalo

wings.

Oyi:"I'lldrivemyselftochickenlickenbecause

clearlyI'm onmyowninthispregnancy"

Shewenttogetthecarkeys,Istoppedher

whileshewasonherwaytothedoor.

Me:"I'llgogetthem,Iwon'tallowyoutodrive

thistime"



Oyi:"Whatareyou?Myfather?PleaseIneedair

Sfiso"

Me:"Babygotothegarden,you'llgetalltheair

youneed"

Shethrewthekeysonthetableandwenttosit

down.Itookthekeysanddroveoff,luckily

therewasn'tanyqueonthedrivethru,Iordered

asmanywingsaspossibleanddroveback

home.WhenIarrivedthekidswereasleepbut

shewasstillup,Itookalookatherandsaw

thatsheiscrying.

Me:"BabyI'm herewiththewings,stopcrying"

Shethrewmyphoneatme,damn!!!!Damn



damndamn!!!!Ipickeditupandcameacross

textsbetweenSimiandI,meapologisingfor

thekissandtellingheritwillneverhappen

againandsherespondedbysayingit'sokay

andthatsheenjoyeditregardless.

Me:"I....baby...it's...Icanexplain"

Oyi:"Explainwhat???Thatwhyyoukissedher?I

knewit!!!IknewitSfiso,youarefuckenwhoring

aroundwhileIraiseyourkids,slavearoundfor

youandnursingthepregnancyalone!!!"

Shewasshouting,loudenoughtowakethekids.

Me:"Mamapleasedon'tshoutthekidswill

wakeup"



Oyi:"Theycanwakeup!!Idon'tcare,Iwouldlike

them tohearwhatkindofabustardyouare"

Me:"Babyitmeantnothing,IloveyouandIam

notevenseeingher,itwasamistake"

Oyi:"Fuckyouandyourmistake,takethose

stupidwingsandshovethem inyourass,Idon't

wantthem anymorenordoIwantyouinmy

bedroom,youcansleepinthesparebedroom

orthecouchorwithyourwhoreIdon'tcare"

SheturnedtoleavebutstoppedandbeforeI

knewitallthebuffalowingsandribswereall

overme,thensheranupstairs.

Whatkindofafoolam I?Whydidn'tIdeletethe

messages?



Isighedandcleanedupthenwenttothespare

bedroom butIcouldn'tsleep,Idecidedtowake

upandwenttoourroom,shewascurledupand

crying.Isleptonourcouchmakingsureshe

doesn'thearme,allIwantedwastoholdher

andapologisebutIknowbetter.

#Goodnight

#Unedited
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3daysago[Narrated]

DuringChristmasdayOyintando'sbrotherand

sistercamewiththeirpartnersandchildrento



celebratethedaywithKunenesastheyhad

hostedaChristmasparty.Everyonewasthere,

theirfriendsandSfiso'sfewcolleagues.Atthat

timeOyintandowasstillmadatSfisobutfor

thesakeoftheguestsshepretendedlike

everythingisokay.

Thepartywenton,theygaveeachothergifts,

braai'dmeat,ateandlistenedtogoodmusic

whiledancingthenightaway.ButOyintando's

sisterhappenedtonoticethatOyiisnotokay

soshecalledhertothebedroom sotheycould

talk.

Londeka:"OkaySisIknowyoulikethebackof

myhand,what'swrong?"

Oyi:"AtfirstIthoughtIwasseeingthings,thatI

wasgoingcrazybutmysuspicionsgot

confirmedwhenIsawmessagesbetweenhim



andsomegirl,theykissedandhewas

apologisingforthekissbutthegirlsaidshe

enjoyedit".

Shewasintearsasshecouldn'tbelieveher

veryownhusbandcoulddoherlikethat.

Londeka:"What?OhnomntaseI'm sorry.Listen

babyIneedyoutobestrongrightnowokay?

Rememberyouarepregnantandatthis

momentyouneedtothinkofwhat'simportant,

yourchildrenaremoreimportant.Iwantyouto

beamothertothekidsOyintando,don'tfall

apartinfrontofthem.Ifyoufeellikecrying,

lockyourselfupintheroom andcrybutalso

don'toverdoit,stressisnotgoodforthetwins.

Iam alwayshereforyoumylove.IfSfiso

continuestoseethisgirlyouwillfindoutand

mntaseyoumustleavehisungratefulass.You



mightnotbeworking,youmightnotbethekind

ofgirlsomemennowadayswantbuttrustme

youarewithinthedreamsofmostmen,men

whowillbewillingtoloveyouandyourkids.

Youwillgetyourmatricresultsinafewweeks

andI'm sureyoupassedbecauseIsawhow

focusedyouwere,thenyouwillenrolatany

collegepartandstillbeamothertothekids"

Oyi:"I...Ilovehim Londeka,howdoIleavethe

manI'veknownandlovedhalfofmylife?My

firstlove?Thefatherofmykids?HowdoIdo

that?"

Londeka:"SituationwillforceyouOyi,Iknowit's

abitterpilltoswallowbutyoucan'tstaywith

someonewhowillbreakyouemotionallyevery

chancehegetsandbesidesIam notsayinghe

willcontinuecheatingallI'm sayingis"If"he



continuestocheat"

Oyintandonoddedandsighed,Londekabrought

herinforahugthenwipedhertears.

Oyi:"Thankyou,IguessIreallyneededtotalkto

you.Ifeelbetter"

Londeka:"Good,nowIwantyoutogotothe

bathroom andwashyourfacesowecanand

feedauntieNdeka'stwins"

Shesmiledandstoodup,wenttowashherface

thencamebackandappliedalittlemakeup.

Oyi:"I'm done,wecango"



Londeka:"Babyremember,don'tshare

everythingwithyourfriends,youneverknowif

they'llbehappyorwhat.I'm hereforyoualways

availabletotalk,evenaftermidnight"

Oyinoddedandtheywalkedoutoftheroom

handinhand.

Whentheygottothegardentheyfoundpeople

dancingandhavingthetimeoftheirlives.Sfiso

wasjustsittingthere,watchingpeopledance

whilehedrankhisglassofwhiskey.

Thenightwentonandonuntileveryoneleft

expectMveloandNdeka'skids.Theywould

sleepoverthentheirparentswouldgetthem

thefollowingday.



[Inthebedroom]

OyiandSfisohadjustgottentotheirbedroom

aftersayingtheirgoodbyestotheirguests,

Oyintandowasstillfindingithardtotalkto

Sfisoafterwhatshefound.

Sfiso:"Babycanwetalk?"

Oyi:"Iam tiredSfisoIneedtosleep"

Sfiso:"Wecantalkwhileinbed"

Oyi:"Youdon'tgetitdoyou?Iam sayingIneed

tosleepnotchillinbedandlistentoyour

sorries."



Sfisosighed.Oyintandowaslookingforher

pyjamas.

Sfiso:"Babyitwasamistake,amistakethat

happenedonceanditneverhappenedagain,it

willneverhappenagain.I'm reallysorry,Iwould

ratherhaveyoushoutatmethanthissilent

treatmentI'm getting"

Oyi:"Why?Whydidyoudoitinthefirstplace?"

Sfiso:"Itwasamistakebaby"

Oyi:"WronganswerSfiso,Iam askingwhydid

youdoit,answermetruthfullyorletmesleep"

Sfiso:"Itwasamomentofweakness"



Oyi:"Areyouattractedtoher?"

Sfisolookeddown.

Oyi:"Youare...Okay,doyouloveher?"

Sfiso:"No....nobabyIloveyou"

Oyi:"Youdon'tloveherbutyouattractedtoher,

formethat'ssamedifference"

Sfiso:"ButOyiIdidn'tsayI'm attractedtoher".

Oyi:"Youdidn'thavetosayit,yoursilencesaid

itall"



Sheworeherpyjamasandgotinbed,switched

offhersidelampleavingSfisostillseatedon

thebed.Hegotup,tookoffhisclothesandgot

inbedonlyinhisboxers.

HeputhishandonOyi'stummyandbrushedit.

Sfiso:"I'm sorry,Ipromiseyoubabyitwillnever

everhappenagain.IloveyouandIcan'tafford

toloseyou"

Oyikeptquiet,shewasthinkinghard,thinking

ofhersister'swords.ToheritwasclearSfiso

likedthiswomanandthathurther.

Sfiso:"Baby"



Shekeptquiet,thereforeSfisosqueezedher

breastswhilekissingherneck.Herbreathing

patternchanged,heknewhegotherwherehe

wantedshewon'tsaynotosexbecauseofthis

pregnancy.

Hemadeherturntolookathim,hereyeswere

closed.

Sfiso:"Lookatmebaby"

Sheshookherhead,Sfisopulledhercloserand

kissedherlips,shedidn'trefuse.Heundressed

herwhilekissingherthenanotherhand

caressedherboobswhileanotherwasdown

theredoingthethings........AndAndAnd



Theyhadaveryhotsession,withSfisobusy

apologisingandaskingifheisforgivenand

Oyintandoagreedtoforgivehim.

Sfiso:"MerryChristmasmylove"

Oyismiledwhilebreathingheavily.

Oyi:"Merry...merryChristmas".

Hekissedheroncemoreandwenttogeta

toweltocleanthem up.

Sfiso:"I'm sosorrybabyandIloveyou.I

promiseitwillnevereverhappenagain"

Oyi:"Youpromise?"



Sfiso:"Ipromise"

Theykissedandfellasleepineachother'sarms.

[Presentday]

[Oyintando]

SfisoandIaregoodbutIthinkthere'spartof

methatstilldoesn'ttrusthim fully.Atthe

momentIam nervousaboutmyresults,weeks

arereallygoingbyfaster.Anywaytodayweare

takingthekidstothemoviesinMallofAfrica,

wehardlygothere.Ihavejustpackedallthe

necessarythingsforSbani,nappies,dummy,

foodandachangeofclothes.Idon'tSouth

Africanweather,whereverIgowithmykids,



there'salwaysjackets.

Sfiso:"Babywearealldoneandthekidsare

impatientlywaitingforyou"

Me:"Tellthem wearenolongergoing"

Olu:"What?Mommyno!!Noyoupromisedand

rememberyousaidweshouldnevereverbreak

apromise,whyareyoubreakingyours?"

SfisoandIlaughed,Ididn'tevenseehercome

in.

Me:"I'm jokingbaby,wearegoing.TakeSbani's

bagtothecar"



Shetookitandranoff.

Sfiso:"Youlookbeautifulmylove"

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwaswearingatightyellowdresswhich

showedoffmylittlebabybumpandblack

stilletos.

Sfiso:"Areyousureyouwillwearthoseshoes

thewholeday?"

Me:"YesbutIpackedslippersjustincaseIget

tired"

Sfiso:"Okaythen"



Me:"Comelet'sgo"

ItookSbanifrom thebed,shewasbusyeating

myphone,ithadsalivaallover.

Me:"SisSbani,doyouwanttodamagemama's

phone?"

Shegiggled,mxm kids.

AsIwaswalkingout,Sfisopulledmeback.

Me:"Whatnow?"

Sfiso:"Youareforgettingsomething"



Me:"Yinileyo?"

Sfiso:"This"

Hepulledmeinforakiss,averypassionate

kiss.Sbanikeptonbeatinghim withhertoy.

Me:"Sis!!!Sfisoinfrontofmychild"

Sfiso:"Ouch!Shehitmewithhertoyonmy

head,sheissojealous."

Welaughedandwentout,onthewaytothecar

wecameacrossSimbongile.



Simbongile:"Haaaa!!We'vebeenwaiting"

Sfiso:"Youknowladiesmyboy,yourmom and

Sbaniwerestilllookingatthemselvesonthe

mirror"

Simbongilelaughed,Iguessatthethoughtof

Sbanilookingatherselfonthemirror.

Wegotinthecar,Ibuckledthekidsthenweleft.

Ilovethesekindofdays,wegettospendtime

togetherandlistentoourkidsyappingaway,

listentoourfavouritemusicandjustshare

goodlaughs.

[Sfiso]



WearefinallyatMallofAfrica,theparkinglots

arefull,Ihavetodrivearoundtofindaparking

spaceandbam!!!LuckilyIfoundone,therewas

acarleaving.Assoonasitleft,Iparkedthen

helpedthekidsout.OyiwenttotakeSbani's

bagandthekids'jackets.WomenandtheirTLC,

Iwouldhaveneverthoughtofpackingjackets

becausewhenwelefthomeitwashotbutnow

itlookslikeit'sgonnarain.AnywayIlockedthe

doorsthenwewentinside.

Oyi:"Let'sgobuytheticketsfirstthengoeat,

I'm hungryandthekidshavetoeatbeforetheir

moviestarts."

IndeedweboughttwoticketsforOluhleand

Simbongile,wewon'tbegoinginwiththem we

willjusttakeSbanitoplayattheparkand

maybedoalittleshoppingthenwewillgoget



them whentheirmovieisover.

Wewenttoroccomama'sandorderedthenwe

ate,Sbanikeptoneatingfrom ourplates,she

alwaysdoesthat,Doesn'twantherfoodwhen

othersareeating,shewantswhatweareeating.

Aftereatingthemoviewasabouttostartsowe

tookthekidsthereandleft.

Whenwegottothepark,mychildwassohappy

toseeotherkids,shestartedplayingwhileOyi

andIwatchedherandthensomethingcaught

myeye.Simingenkosi,shewasalsoatthepark

withtheladywhom IthinkishercousinEnzo,

theoneshecamewiththeotherdayatthe

hotel,theywerewithotherladiesandthere

werekidsplayingrightinfrontofthem.



Oyi:"Sfiso!!!Am Italkingtomyself?"

Me:"Ummm so...sorrybaby,youweresaying?"

Oyi:"Mxm nevermind,youarebusychecking

otherwomenout"

Sheclickedhertongueandkeptquiet.

Me:"BabyIwasnotcheckingthem out"

AsweweretalkingIsawSimicomingtoour

direction,Iswearmypalmsgotsweaty

immediately.



Simi:"HeySfiso,IsawyoubutIthoughtI'm

seeingthings"

Me:"Hey"

OyiwasfocusedonSbanibutIknowshewas

listening.

Simi:"Howareyou?How'sthefestiveseason

treatingyou?"

Me:"Verywellthanks,you?"

Simi:"It'sgood,Imeansometimeoutsidethe

officeisalwaysgoodandnothingbeatsbeing

withyourfamily"



Inodded.

Me:"Ohhsorrythisismywife,Oyintando.Baby

thisisummm...."

Icouldn'tutterhernamebecauseshewillknow

immediatelywhoSimiisthenwewillgobackto

squareone.

Simi:"OhhIseeyouforgotmyname,Iam

Simingenkosi,youcancallmeSimi.Niceto

meetyouMrsKunene"

Oyigavemetheelookthenshesmiled.

Oyi:"Simi!!Onewhowaskissingwithmy

husband?Nicetofinallymeetyou"



SimichokedonSalivaIguess,Ialsocoughed.

Oyi:"Norelax,Iknowbutit'swaterunderthe

brigdeandohheisMrKunenenot

Sfiso...unlessheisyourfriend"

Simi:"MrKunene...yes,Ummm letmeloveand

leaveyou,happyholidays"

OyifocusedonSbaniagain,ignoringSimi.

Inodded,thensheleft.

Oyi:"Iwasbusytalkingtoyouwhileyouwere

busyeyeingher?WhatdoyouthinkIam Sfiso?"



Me:"Babynotnowplease,Ididn'tknowshe

wouldbehere,hadIknownIwouldhave

suggestedwegosomewhereelse,let'snot

fightbecauseofherplease.Ialready

apologisedandyouforgaveme"

Shesighedandkeptquiet,whenitwascloseto

theendofthemovie,wewenttobuyafew

thingsthenwaitedforthekids.

Finallythemoviecametoanend,IIwenttoget

them weboughttheirMcDonald'sthenleft.The

drivehomebecamealoudone,theywere

explainingtheirmovie.

Simbongile:"YouarelyingOluhle,thatdogwas

noteatingblood!!"



Oluhle:"WhateverSimbongile,daddyitwas

eatingredjelly,itwasavampiredog"

TheywentonandonandwhenIlookedatOyi,

shewasasleep,sowasSbani.

Wefinallyarrivedathomeandwewerealldog

tiredsoweateandretiredtobed.Ididn'teven

knowwhetherOyiwasmadorwhatbutwejust

slept.

#Morning

#Unedited
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[Oyintando]

Icansafelysayweenteredthenewyearona

goodnote.Ihavedecidedtoleavewhat

happenedlastyearjustthereandbeginmyyear

onacleanslate.Ievenmadenewyear's

resolutionswhichincludetakingcareofmyself

more,lovingmyselfmorethanIexpecttobe

loved,lovingmykidsmorebutmostimportantly

pavemywaytoindependency.Ilovemy

husbandyesbutduringthepastfewmonthshe

reallyprovedtomethathecanleavemeanyday,

heprovedtomethatmarriagedoesn't

guaranteehappinessforever.

Speakingofpavingmywaytoindependency,

todayIam meetingupwithceleste,sheisa

ladythatownsaboutique,shesellsclothes,

shoesandallsortsofclothingbutIwantto



proposetoherthatIintroduceahandbag

rangeinherboutique,Iwillalsobebuying30

percentofhershares,soIam drivingto

Southdownsshoppingcentre.

..........

MinuteslaterIarrivedandcalledher.

Celeste:"Heyhoney"

Me:"HyI'vejustarrived,whereareyou?"

Celeste:"MeetmeatMuggnbean"

Me:"Okay,I'llbethereinafew"



Itookmyhandbagandabookofthehandbags

Iwanttoaddinherstore,lockedthedoorsand

left.

WhenIgottomuggnbeanshewasalready

there.

Me:"Heyhowareyou?"

WehuggedthenItookasit.

Celeste:"I'm goodbabe,Ihaven'tseenyouina

while.Lookatyouglowing"

Ismiled,Ireallyam glowing.Thepregnancygot

melookingallfreshandglowy.



Me:"Yeahit'sbeenawhile,Ihadalotgoingon,

howisthenewyeartreatingyousofar?"

Celeste:"Ohwellit'sokayIguess,stillwaiting

toseewhatithasinstoreformeandyou?"

Me:"WellitreallyisthebeginningbutIcan

safelysayIcanallthegoodthingshappening,I

alsohavegreaterplanssohopefullyitwillgoas

planned"

Wehadourinformalconversationthenordered

breakfast.

Celeste:"Okaylet'sgetdowntobusiness,Ihave

thenecessarydocumentsthatyouandIwill

needtosignasanagreementthatIam selling

30percentofmysharesandyouarebuying



them.Icangivethem toyousoyoucangoand

carefullyreadthem thenwewilltakeitfrom

there"

Me:"Okaynoproblem then,Ihadmeantto

proposeanideatoyou,Idon'tifyouwilllikeit

butanywayasyouknowI'vebeenbuying

clothesatyourboutiqueforawhile,Iknowyou

don'thaveabagcollectionandyouknowmost

ladieswhobuyatyourboutiqueareoneswho

loveshoes,handbagsandthelikes.Sohow

aboutweintroduceabagcollection?"

ShesmiledwidelyandIknewthatshelikesthe

idea.

Celeste:"Wow!!Ireallyneverthoughtofthat,

moreespeciallybecauseIknewIwould

strugglewithgettingsignaturehandbags,Ibuy



mineoverseas"

Me:"WellIthoughtlongandhardbeforeIcould

cometothisidea,soIhaveafriendcandeliver

thestockforusfrom paris,wewillonlypayhim

fordelivering...theonlythingwewilldoisadd

thebrandnametothebags"

Celeste:"OhmyGodOyi!!!Wherehaveyoubeen

allthistime?Youwerebusybeinga

shoppaholicwhenyouhavebillionaireideas"

Ismiledproudly.

Celeste:"Okayhowaboutwego50-50?Imean

alreadyyourideaswillbebringusalotof

money,soit'sonlyfairwego50-50andrename

andrelaunchtheboutique"



Me:"Wellyouhavealotofrangeinthestore,I

willonlybeaddingthebagsfornowsolet's

firststicktothe30percent.Andbesideswe

haveseehowpeoplerespondtothebagsthen

wewilltakeitfrom there,iftheybuyinnumbers

andtheyreallylikethem wewillexpandtothe

ideaoflingerie"

Shenodded,shewasblownawaybytheideasI

wasproposing.

Celeste:"Okaymylove,Ireallycan'twaittoget

inbusinesswithyou,Ibelievegreatminds

combinedmakeanexplosion"

Me:"LookhoneyfornowI'dliketoremaina

silentpartner"



Shefrowned.

Celeste:"Why?"

Me:"Myhusbanddoesn'tknowandfornowI'd

likethingstoremainthisway,Fornow"

Shenoddedthenwespokesometillwedecided

topartways,I'llhavemybrothergothroughthe

documentssinceheisalawyer.

Me:"Byehoney,Imissmykids.Iam goingto

fetchthem from mysister'splace"

Celeste:"Okaylove,seeyou...."



Me:"Intwodaystime,I'llmakesureIsignby

thenandcomethrough"

Wehuggedandwentseparateways.Mykids

leftonthe2ndtovisittheirauntNdeka,my

houseisquietsincetheyleftsoIam goingto

getthem yoohIcan't.

Tobecontinuedlater

#Unedited
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[Sfiso]

Tomorrowweareopeningatwork,sinceI'm the

bossIhavetogotodaytocheckifeverythingis



okay,preparefortomorrowandallthat,

thereforeIjustfinishedtakingashower.I

thoughtOyiwouldbebackfrom meetingup

withherfriendbutshe'snotsoIguessI'llleave

withoutseeingher.Itookmylaptopandcar

keys.

AsIwasabouttogo,Iheardacarpullingupon

thedrivewayandaminutelaterthenoise

began.

Simbongile:"Daddy!!"

Hecamerunningtome,Ipickedhim up.

Me:"Heychamp,yougood?"



Henodded.IhuggedOlu,thentookSbanifrom

her.

Me:"Howismyangeldoing?"

Olu:"I'm okaydaddy,I'm justtired"

Ichuckled,shealwaysspeakslikeanadult.

Me:"Whatwereyoudoingthatgotyousotired

mntanam?"

Olu:"Whew!!!Wefirstwenttobuygroceries

withauntNdekathenweswam almostthe

whole,thatwasuntilmom cametofetchus".

Me:"I'm sorrydaddy'sangel,soyouwantto



sleepnow?"

Sheletoutadeepbreaththennodded.

Oyi:"Gotoyourroom mommy'sangel,I'llwake

youupaftercooking"

Sheranupstairstoherroom,Myboynevergets

tired.Iheardhim sayingsomethingabout

missinghisdogtohismom soheranoutside.I

playedwithSbani,shekeptonlaughing.

Me:"Baby,Ididn'tyou'dpickthem uptoday"

Oyi:"Ialsodidn'tplanto,It'sadecisionImade

rightafterbreakfastwithmyfriend.Imissed

them alot"



Me:"Okay,Iwashopingwewouldgoout

tonight,justthetwoofus.Wehaven'tdonethat

inawhileandbesidestomorrowI'm goingback

toworksoIwon'thavetotimetotakeyouout"

Oyi:"It'sokaybabe,besidesIfeelverytired.

MaybeIshouldrestabit"

Me:"Okaynoproblem sthandwasam,lookbaby

Ineedtogototheofficefortomorrow's

preparations"

Sheyawnedandnodded.

Me:"IloveyouMawenganezam"



ShesmiledasIwalkedclosertoher,sheisso

beautiful.Thispregnancylovesher.

Me:"Doyouloveyourhubby?"

Igottoherandtickledher,shelaughedso

much.

Oyi:"Ngyayithandanam indoda"

Me:"Indodakabani?"

Oyi:"Indodayam"

Ismiledandkissedher.



Me:"Gorestthenbaby,I'llseewhenIgetback"

Oyi:"Okaybaby,later".

Ithendroveoff.

.......

Arrivingattheofficeitwasemptyandquiet,

theonlypeoplewhowereherewerethe

cleaningladiesandtheonlysoundtherewas

camefrom vacuumsandoutsidetherewasthe

guywhodoesourgardenandthesoundofa

lawnmower.Iheadedstraighttotheofficeand

greetedmaMsizaontheway,sheisoneofthe

cleaningladies.

WhenIgottotheofficeIstartedwithwork,first

startedbycheckingmyemails,respondedto



thosethatneededresponse.

"Knockknock"

IliftedmyheadonlytobemetbySimi.

Me:"Hey"

Shewalkedin,GodIknowI'm marriedbutdamn

thisgirlisbeautiful,herbody.

Simi:"YouarestaringMrKunene"

Isnappedoutofitquickly.

Me:"Ummm...Happynewyear"



Simi:"ThankyouMrK....whenIdroveinIsaw

yourcarandthoughtIshouldcomesayhello"

Me:"Ohwellthankyou,Isaidyoucancallme

Sfiso"

Simi:"Ohno...MrsKunenemadeitcleartome

thatyouareMrKunene"

Isighedthinkingofmywife.

Simi:"Okayletmegotomyofficethen,itwas

lovelyseeingyou"

Me:"Okaythen,seeyouaround"



Shenoddedandturnedaroundtoleave.Her

dresswasverytightIcouldseethetypeof

underwearshewaswearing.

Allthebloodflowedtomydick,itbecamevery

hard.Asshewasabouttoopenthedoor,Itook

theremotecontrolandpressedlock,shetried

openingbutfailed.

AssoonassheturnedIwasrightinfrontofher.

Simi:"The...Imeandoorisnotopening,

what's....."

Hereyeslandedonmyfullyerectpenis,she

gaspedforher.



Simi:"Wenzani?"

Me:"Look"

Ishowedhermydick.

Me:"It'shungryforyou,I'm hungryforyou

Simingenkosi"

Simi:"You

..Sfisoyouaremarried"

Me:"Shhh..."

Ipulledhertomeandkissedherdeeplyand

hungrily,shemoanedinsidemymouthandthat



turnedmeonevenmore.

Me:"Ineedyou"

Shekeptquiet.

Me:"Ifyoudon'twantthis,tellmetostop"

Shekissedme,thatconfirmedherhungerfor

me.Iliftedherupandputheragainstthewall,

herlegswrappedaroundmywaist,Ikissedher

from themouth,totheneckthenIwenttoher

boobs,mymouthworkingontheotherboob

whiletheotherhandcaressingtheotherone.

Simi:"S...OhSfiso"



Me:"Ineedyou,I...IloveyouSimi"

Did...didIjustsaythat?WellIdon'tknowifit's

loveorlustbutIam reallyfindingherattractive

andIfeelsomethingforher.

Shetriedtalking,Ikissedher,myhandwent

downtohernuna,shewasallwetandreadyfor

me.

Ithenwalkedtothedeskwhilestillcarryingher

andputherontop.Iremovedthelaptopand

otherpapers.Iworkedonherbody,whenIwas

satisfiedIenteredher,shemoanedloudly,lucky

enoughtheofficeissoundproofedsonoone

canhearher.

IpushedslowlytillIwasfullyin.



Simi:"Ahhh....y...yes"

Me:"Doyoulikeit?"

Simi:"Iloveit"

Hearinghersaythatdrovemecrazy,Istarted

pumping,shewasscreamingoutmyname

whileIgroaned.Shedugherlongnailsonmy

backbutthatonlydrovemecrazycauseI

pumpedlikeitwasmylastdayonearth.

Simi:"Yesbaby....yes,I...IloveyoumoreSfiso"

What????Icouldn'tholdinanylonger,Iwent

faster...shecamethenIfollowed.Ismiledto



her,Ididn'tevenfeelanyregrets,Ilovedevery

momentofit,Ifeltgoodinsideher.

Me:"Thankyou"

Shesmiledandclosedhereyeswithherhands.

Ichuckledandtookoffmyvest,Icleanedher

upthenwipedmyselfaswell.

Wedressedup,Ikissedherforthelasttime

thenIunlockedthedoor,sheleft.

FortheentiredayItriedworkingbutIcouldn't.

MymindkeptondriftingofftothemomentI

hadwithSimi.



Ithendecidedtojustgohome,I'llwork

tomorrowbecausenow?NowI'llneverbeable

togetanythingdone.

#Unedited.
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Aweeklater

[Oyintando]

Guesswhatke??Ipassedmymatric!!!Andright

nowI'm onmywaytoregisteratBoston

businesscollege.I'llbestudyingbusiness

managementthat'swhatmybrotheradvised

metodosinceIam gettingintobusinesswith

Celeste,apparentlyitwillhelpmeknowmore

aboutrunningabusinessandallthatIneedto



knowinthatdepartment.Speakingofgetting

intobusinesswithCeleste,thedocumentswere

signedandsealed,youarenowlookingata

shareholderofglam coutureandmebeingthe

girlthatIam,thegirlwhoknowspeoplethat

knowpeople,Imadethethingsthatmadethe

bagsarriveinourstore.

2020isaverygoodyearforme,okayletmenot

exaggeratebecauseit'sonlythebeginningbut

whatawaytostartayear!!???Imeanwho

wouldhavethoughtthatme,meOyintando

wouldactuallypassmatric?Whowouldhave

thoughtIwouldfindinterestinbusiness?

Makingmyownmoney?NotthatIneeditbut

it'sjustamazingknowingthatyouhave

somethingtoyourname.Hadsomebodytold

metofindsomethingtodowithmylife5years

ago,Iwouldthinktheyarecrazy.



Okay!!Iknowmylifeisexcitingandallbut

there'ssomethingbotheringme,myhusband.

Sfisohasbeendistantlately,Idon'tknowifI'm

seeingthingsbuthestartedactingstrange

from lastweek.Iaskedifeverythingisokaybut

asperusual"Work"washismainreason.Allhe

doesiscomebackfrom work,spendabout15

minutesorsowiththekids,shower,eatthen

closehimselfinhisstudyforhours.Hecomes

tobedlate,hedoesn'ttouchme,wenolonger

makelove,arggghit'stoomuch.Itoldmysister,

shesaidmaybeit'sthepregnancybecause

sometimesitcanmakeyourpartnerdislikeyou.

AnywayIarrivedatBoston,long

queues......*Sigh*finallyIregisteredthenwent

tothenearestKFCtogetmyselfsomethingto

eat,yooohthetwinsareshowingmeflames

whenitcomestofood.WhatIenjoyaboutit

thoughisthatIhavenoextremecravingsor



moodswings,theonlythingisthatIeatalot

andwellngiyaGlowerbabes*Wink*

AftereatingIthendecidedtobuySfisoatwister

meal,helovesit.Iknowjustthethingtocheer

him up,I'm takingthefoodtohim andthenI'll

surprisehim bytellinghim Ipassedmymatric.

.........................

AfteranhourIgottoSfiso'sworkplaceand

wenttoCassandratoaskifmymanisin.

Cass:"YesMrsK,heisin"

IthankedherandwalkedtoSfiso'soffice,Itried

openingthedooritwaslocked,luckyformeif

heusedtheremotetolockitIknowthecodeto

openfrom theoutside,it'sOluhle'sdateof



birth....2505

"Well...YouknowhowtoworkmybodyrightsoI

can'tcomplain"

Ifroze,thefoodIhadfell.Theybothlookedat

me,it'sher.ThatSimigirl,sittingonmy

husband'slap,theyarefeedingeachotherwhile

praisingeachother.

Sfisogotupquicklyandcametome,tearswere

nowstreamingdown,Iwastrembling.

Me:"Isthiswhatyoudotome?Is....Sfisoisthis

whatyoudotome?"

Sfiso:"BabyI...it'snot...."



Me:"It'snotwhatIthink?thenwhatisit?Iheard

herSfiso,Iheardhersayingshekoveshowyou

workherbody,you'vebeensleepingwith

her!!!!!"

Ibrokedown,myheartached.Howcouldhedo

thistome?Thenhehasanerveoftellingme

it'snotwhatIthink.Isawhersittingonhislap,I

sawthem feedingeachother,havingaromantic

moment,Iheardthem.

Sfiso:"Baby...I...I'm sorry,pleasedon't...."

Me:"Isshethereasonwhyyounolongerspend

timewithme?Whyyounolongertouchnor

makelovetome?HellSfisoisshethereason

whyyouspend15minuteswiththekids?"



Iwasshoutingsomuchthatpeoplewerenow

standingbythedoor.Ikeptonwipingmytears

buttheycouldn'tstopcomingout.

Sfiso:"Sthandwasam Icanexplain...Iloveyou

and...."

Ifeltasharponmyabdominalarea,Iflinched

andclosedmyeyes.

Sfiso:"Areyouokaybaby?"

Thebitchwasstandingtherelikethewhorethat

sheisandwatching.

Sfisocamecloser,tryingtotouchme,Iputmy



handupforhim toseethathemustnot.

Me:"Ihopesheisworthit,Ihopesheisworth

theendofourmarriage,youfailedtostickto

yourvowsandIhopehervaginaisworthyou

losingmeandthekids"

Sfiso:"BabyI...."

Me:"Ahhhh"

Thatpaincameharderthistime,itdidn'tstop.I

wentdownonmykneesbecausestandingwas

justtohard.

"She'sbleeding,callanambulance"



Iwassuddenlydizzy,Icouldhearvoices

shoutingbutsomewordsdidn'tmakesenseto

me.

Me:"He...helpme,helpmeplease"

Sfiso:"Baby....babycanyouhearme?Lookat

meOyintandopleasedon'tcloseyoureyes,look

atme.Theambulanceisonthewaymylove

staywithme"

Everythingbecameblurryanditwaslightsout.

[Sfiso]

Iam atthehospital,inOyi'sward.Iam pacing

upanddown,I'm atthevergeofcrying.It'sall



myfault,Icouldn'tkeepmypantszipped.

IhaveneverseenOyintandosobrokenandso

hurt,Ihurther.WillIeverbeabletofixthis

mess?Thelookshegavemewasenoughtotell

howmuchshehatesme.

Sheissleepingpeacefully,shehasdripson,

theysayshelostalotofblood,I'vebeenpacing

upanddowninthewardwaitingforthedoctor

tocomeandupdateme.

Dr:"MrKunene,I'm sosorryforkeepingyou

waiting.Thescanswedidshowthatyourwife

waspregnantandwascarryingtwins"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanwas?Sheiscarrying

twins"



Dr:"Unfortunatelysirtheydidn'tmakeit,she

hadamiscarriage"

Iclosedmyeyes,feltlikewallsareclosinginon

meandIwasjustsuffocating.

Me:"No!!NoDoctorpleasecheckagain,there

mustbeamistake"

Dr:"I'm sosorryMrKunene,lookslikeherblood

pressurewastoohigh,shesufferedapanic

attackandthebabiescouldn'ttakethestrain

andstress"

Tearsjustrolleddown,Ikilledmykids.What

kindofamonsteram I?Sheisgoingtohateme,

thisisgoingtobreakher.



Ijustwailedsoftlyandsatdownnexttoher.

Me:"I'm...I'm sorrysthandwasenhliziyo,I'm...I'm

sorry"

Iheldherhand,anotherdoctorcamein.The

firstdoctortappedmyshoulder.

Dr:"I'm sosorryforyourlossMrKunene,right

nowweneedtotakeyourwifesowecan

perform aCsectionandremovedthebabies

thencleanherup."

Inodded,theywheeledheroutandIjustsat

thereandcriedsilently.



Myphonerang,IcheckedthecallerID,itwas

SimisoIignoredher.

Like,commentandshare.

#Goodnight

#Unedited

#BAHWWMP

Beingahousewifewasmyprofession

Bantubam I'm sosorryaboutyesterday,whenI

gothomeIwassotired.Idecidedtotakealittle

napinhopesoftypingwhenIwakeupbutkehI

overslept .

Insert11.



[Oyintando]

"WorkhardOyintando,workhardmychild.Your

dadandIarelookingdownonyou,thingsmight

lookbadrightnowbutitwillallworkoutinthe

end.Weloveyou,youandourbeautifulgrand

kids"

Me:"Ma....mamacomeback,don'tleaveus

againmamaplease"

"ByemuntuzanakaMa,wearealwaysbyyour

side.Wehaveneverleftyou,takecareof

yourselfandthekids"

Itriedrunningtoherbutshedisappeared,I

startedscreaming.



Me:"Ma!!!!!Ma!!!Comeback!!!"

TheplaceIwasatsuddenlybecamedark,I

heardbeepingsounds,Itriedopeningmyeyes

butthebrightnesswastoomuch.Iclosedthem

andopenedagain.Realitykickedin,I'm in

hospital.Thebeepingsounds,thesmell....itall

cameback,inSfiso'soffice.Everythingthat

happened,theblo...theblood.Myhandquickly

wenttomystomach,itwassoftasifithad

nothing.

"MrsKunene....areyouokay"

Iguessit'sthedoctor,Iturnedtolookand

indeeditwas.



Thebeepingsoundscontinued.

Dr:"MrsKunenepleasecalm down,breathin

andout...in....out"

ItriedtillIwascalm,allIneedtoknowiswhat

happenedtomykids.

Me:"My...mybabies"

Shelookeddown,Isuddenlyhadtears,Ikindof

knewthepossibilitiessinceIwasbleeding

beforeIcamehere.

Me:"Drpleasetellmybabiesareokayplease"

JustasIwasasking,LondekaandMvelogotin,



followedby.....

Me:"Whatdoyouwanthere?UfunaniSfiso

lana!!!!"

Sfiso:"BabyI......"

Me:"Nooo!!!Idon'teverSfisolistentome

carefully,ngithieverwannaseeyouagain,get

out"

Mvelo:"Sbalepleaseleave"

Me:"Sbalemyfoot!!!HeisnolongeryourSbale,

Ihatehim andIwantadivorce"

Sfiso:"Sthandwasam youdon'tmeanthatdo



you?"

Me:"Drpleasewouldyoukindlytellmewhat

happenedtomybabies?"

Dr:"Ma'am I'm sosorrybutyourbabiesdidn't

makeit,youmiscarried"

Londekacried,Iwasbeyondhurt,Iwasbroken.

Iwantedtocrybuttearscouldn'tcomeout.I

lookedatSfiso,IneverthoughtIwouldhate

someoneIonceregardedastheloveofmylife

likethis.

Me:"IhateyouSfisoandifyouthinkthepain

youhavecausedmewilleventuallydiedown

andIwillstophatingyouthenyoubetterthink

again,Youkilledmybabies,youkilledmeinside



andyouarethereasonforourseparation."

Mvelo:"Whathappenedkantivele?"

Ichuckledsarcastically.

Me:"Hedidn'ttellyou?Wellletmebreakit

downtoyou,Sfisohasbeenactingupfrom a

weekago,Ithoughtit'sjustworkbutyesterdayI

tooklunchtohim inhopesoffindingoutwhy

he'sbeendistant,Iwasgoingtoreachoutfor

somethingIdidn'tdointhefirstplacebutas

soonasIgottohisoffice,itwaslocked.Iknow

thepintoopen,IopenedandIwasmetby

anotherwomansittingonhislap,theywere

feedingeachotherandtalkinghowmuchthey

enjoyeachwhenhavingsex"



Sfisodidn'tseethefistfrom Mvelocoming.

Mvelo:"Youbustard...aftereverythingOyihas

donetobewithyou?Shedefiedourparents

justtobewithyou,shegaveyouwaytomany

kids,shebecameahousewife,takingcareof

yourneedsandtakingcareofyourchildrenand

thisiswhatshegetsinreturn?Getout!!!!"

Sfiso:"I'm sorrybaby"

Thenheslowlywalkedout,whenhereached

thedoor.

Mvelo:"Expectdivorcepaperssoon"

Hedisappeared,that'swhenchestpainhitme,I



justsobbed.Yearsofmarriagedownthedrain,

howcouldSfisodothistome?

Londeka:"Shhhbabyitwillpassokay?Itwill

pass.AllisnotlostOyi,youstillhave3beautiful

kidsandyouhaveus"

Me:"But...butIlostmytwinsLondeka,Ilost

them.Ishouldhave...Ishouldhavebeenstrong

forthem"

Mvelocouldn'tstandwatchinguscry,he

walkedout.

Londeka:"Iwon'tallowyoutoblameyourself

forthestressthatSfisoputyouthroughOyi,it's

notyourfaultthathecheated,howwereyou

goingtobestrongafterfindingyourhusband



withanotherwoman?"

Me:"Ihavetofindaplacetostay,there'sno

wayI'm stayingwithhim underthesameroof"

Londeka:"Andthere'snowayyouarestaying

alone,youwillcomeandstaywithmeuntilyou

arecompletelyfine"

Me:"No...noLondekaIdon'twanttocrowd

Mandlainhishouse,it'swrongandImeanhow

longwillittakebeforeIcansayI'vehealed?"

Londeka:"EvenifittakestwoyearsOyi,my

homeisyourhome.Mandlaknowsyouaremy

sisterandhewon'thaveaproblem,yesI'lltalk

tohim firstbutoutofrespectnotbecauseI'llbe

askingforhispermission"



Isighed,thedream Ihadofmymother

occupiedmymindbutIdecidedtokeepitto

myself.SeeasbrokenasIam,Iam verystrong.

I'vealwaysbeenthestrongoneandLondeka

hasalwaysbeensoftandfragile.

Asweretalking,thedoctorgotin.

Dr:"Ma'am I'm afraidvisitinghoursareover,our

patientneedstorest"

Londeka:"I'llseeyoutomorrowokay?"

Me:"Okay"

Londeka:"IloveyouSgcinosikaMa"



Ismiledwithtearscomingout,that'swhatmy

dadusedtocallme,SgcinosikaMawakhe,

becauseIam thelastbornandIwasamama's

baby.

Me:"IloveyoutooNdlebezana"

Shelaughed,alsowithtearscomingout.Dad

calledherNdlebezanabecauseshehasbig

ears,hehadnamesforallofus.Mvelowas

NsizwakaBaba.

Shekissedmyforeheadandleft.

Dr:"Howareyoufeeling?"



Me:"PhysicallyI'm okay,I'm justbroken

emotionallybutI'llbefine"

Dr:"ShallIrecommendsomeoneyoucantalk

to?"

Me:"No...nonoDocI'llbefine.Iam astrong

woman,solongasIhavemykidsandsiblings

aroundmethenI'llbefine"

Dr:"Ohsoyouhaveotherkids?"

Me:"3kids,2girlsand1boy.Theyaremylife

Doc"

Dr:"OkaythenI'm gladyouhavekidstolivefor

andtheywillalsobetheretogiveyoustrength



tocarryon"

Inodded,she'saveryniceIndianwoman.

Afterourlittleconversation,shecheckedme

andleft,ItriedsleepingbutfailedsoItookmy

phoneandfoundamessagefrom Sfiso.

"BabyI'm reallysorry,whatwouldIbewithout

you?IknowImessedupandyoucanpunish

meinallthewayspossiblebutpleasedon't

leaveme,IloveyouSenhliziyo"

Tearsfellfrom myeyes,haditbeenadifferent

day,thismessagewasgonnameltmyheartbut

nottoday,todayallIfeelforSfisoispurehate,I

hatehim andit'snotajoke.Hebrokemyheart

intoamillionpieces,hekilledourkids.



Iloggedintofacebook,Iwasmetbya

memory...ApictureofSfisoandIcarrying

Oluhlewhenshewasyoung,Iquicklytoour

picturesanddeletedeachandeveryoneoneof

them.

[Sfiso]

Imessedupandjudgingfrom howthingsare,

Oyiwillneverforgiveme.Ican'teventhinkof

howpainfulit'sgoingtobewhensheleaves,I

reallydoloveher.YesIcheatedandallbutI

loveher.RightI'm athome,I'm tryingtocook.I

putworsinsidethepanandwenttositonthe

couch,IcontinueddrinkingmyGlenMorangie,

dryginwithoutmixingit.Ithinkitistheonly

thingthatcanhelpmenumbthepainI'm

feeling.BeforeIknewitthebottlewasempty



andIwaskakdrunk,Itriedstandingupbut

failed,Ifelldownandsleptjustlikethat.

[Simi]

TrustmeIknowI'm thelastpersonyouwantto

hearfrom rightnowandguesswhat?Yep!!You

guessedright,Idon'tcare.AstowhyIhaveto

bejudgedlikeyouguyshaveneverfalleninlove

Idon'tknowbutanywayyouaretheleastofmy

problems.IloveSfisoandatthisverymoment

I'm worriedabouthim.Ithoughthewouldbein

hospitalwithhiswifebutnope!!helefthours

ago.MaybeyouarewonderinghowIknowthat,

wellIknowpeoplewhoknowpeopleand

someoneIknowwhoworksatthathospitaltold

meheleftandhelookedverydevastatedand

depressed,heneverwentback.Ilookedforhim

atwork,hewasnotthere,Icalledhim abouta



thousandtimesbuthewasnottakingmycalls

soI'm leftwithoneoption,whichisgoingtohis

house.

Iam usingthegpsbecauseIdon'tknowthe

place,Igottheaddressfrom oneofhisfilein

hisoffice.

........

FinallyIarrived,luckilythegatewaswideopen

andhiscarwaspackedoutsidebutluckyhow

anyway?Leavingthegatethisopenislike

invitingthethievesinside.Iparkedbehindhis

carandwalkedinside,Ibuzzedatghedoorbut

therewasnoresponse.Thenmynostrilswere

hitbyaverystrongsmellofsomethingburning,

Iopenedthedooronlytobewelcomedbya

terriblesmoke.Goshh!!!!!



Me:"Sfiso!!!!"

IranaroundnotknowingwhereI'm going,oh

thereheis,lyingonthefloorandawholebottle

ofGM finished.

Itriedshakinghim buthewasnotwakingup,I

pulledhim outsideandopenedthefew

windowsIcouldfindthenIrantothekitchen,

Hewasfryingwors...*Sigh*Iswitchedthestove

offandtookthepotoutside.

Honestly,Iwasnotevensurewhattodonext

soIdecidedtocalladoctorfriendofmine.

Greatheiscoming.

AsIwaswaitingforSibonelotocome,a

beautifulladycame,she....wowsheiswithouta



doubtasistertoSfiso'swife,theylookvery

muchalike.

Her:"Hey,whoareyouandwhat'shappening

here?"

CanIreallytellherI'm Sfiso'ssidewoman?No.

Me:"I...wellIwaspassingbywhenIsawthe

smokecomingoutofthehousesoIthoughtI

shouldcomeseewhat'shappening"

Shedidn'tbuyit,Ialsowouldn'thave.Thelook

onmyfacesoldme,andbesideshowwoulda

totalstrangergetinsidesomeoneshouse

becausetheywanttohelp?Moreespecially

becausethehouseisfarfrom thestreetsso

seeingthesmokeisnoteasy.



Her:"Thanksforyourkindness,youmayleave,

I'lltakeitfrom here....notthatItrustyou

anyway"

Itookmybagandphoneandleft,thelookof

disgustonherface,IjusttextedSiboneloand

toldhim tonotcomeanymore.

#Unedited

#Goodmorning

Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Insert12.

[Londeka]



YesterdaywhenIwenttoOyi'shouseIfound

thisladyandshereallyseemeddodgy,Ididn't

evenforasecondbuyherstorybutkethatis

notworryingmefornow,youknowthewayI'm

somadatSfisowhenIfoundhim lyingthere

helplesslyIdraggedhim backinsidethehouse

andlefthim sleepingonthecarpet.Atleastthe

smokewasnolongerthere,whatwasleftwas

thesmell.AnywayIhadwenttheretopacka

smallbagforOyibecauseshe'sgetting

dischargedtoday.

.............

WhenIgottothehospitalshewasalreadyup,

waitingforme.

Me:"Heysweetcakes"



Shesmiledfaintly,Oyiisverystrongbutnowit's

visiblehowbrokensheisandthattearsme

apart.

Oyi:"Hey"

Me:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Tearsfellfrom hereyes,sheshrugged.

Me:"Askiesmntase,you'llbefine.MveloandI

willbebyyoursidetillyoufeelthatyouare

completelyfine,weloveyounana"

Shewipedoffthetears,Ihandedherthesports

bag.



Me:"Goshowerthensothatwecango"

Oyi:"I'vealreadyshowered,Ijustneedto

change"

Shewalkedtothebathroom,shewaswalking

veryslowly,I'm guessingthestitchesfrom the

operationwerepainful.

Aftersometimeshecameback,wewentout

andsignedthedischargepapersandleft.

[Oyintando]

Iam broken,Idon'tknowifI'lleverhealfrom

thisbutwhatIdoknowisthatIam nevergoing



backtoSfiso,hesleptwiththatgirlandbythe

looksofthingsit'ssomethingthey'vebeen

doingregularly.Ifoundoutthattheykissed,Ilet

itslidenowtheywerebangingeachotherIalso

havetoletitgo?OhnoIcan't,Ievenlostmy

babiesintheprocess.ThisshowsthatSfiso

hasnorespectforme,seeIdefiedmyparents

yesandthat'sallbecauseIlovedSfisosomuch

butalsowhengrowingupweweretaughtto

neversettleforless,tonevertakeeverything

thatisthrownatus,mymom taughtusto

alwaysputourselvesfirstevenifitmeanswe

shouldbeselfish.

AndwhenIgotmarriedmydadremindedme

"Oyimntanam remembereverythingwetaught

youfrom whenyouwerealittlegirl,neverever

settleforless,youareaprincessandifa

personfailstotreatyoulikeonedonothesitate

toleave"



Thisisme,Iam leaving.Icanneverbeableto

forgivehim evenifItried.

Me:"Drivetomyhouse"

OrshouldIsaySfiso'shouse?

Shefrowned.

Londeka:"Ngoba?"

Me:"Ineedyoutohelpmepackmybelongings,

alongwiththekids'clothes"

Londeka:"MveloandIwillgofetchthem Oyi,



Youneedtorest"

Me:"Nomntaseplease"

Shesighedandchangedthedirection.Inno

timewewerethere.

Wewalkedinandfoundhim lyingonthecouch

facingtheceiling.Whenhesawushegotup

quickly.

Sfiso:"Baby"

Ilookedathim,IthensearchedfortheloveI

hadforhim inmebutfoundnoneofit,Itwas

replacedwithangerandhate.Iwentupstairs,

thestitchesarepainful.



Iwenttomycloset,tookoutfourhugebags.

Me:"Ndekapleasepackallthekids's

belongingsinherethenI'llpackmine"

Shenoddedandleft,Istartedpackingmy

clothes,leavingsomebecausetheywon'tallfit

inthesebags,Ipackedtheshoes.IguessI'll

comebackfortheotherones.

"Babyno!!Pleaseyoucan'tleaveme.IknowI

messedupsthandwasam butpleasegivemea

chancetofixthis"

Ikeptquietandcontinuedpacking,Ithen

packedmydocumentsandthekids'documents.



Me:"OhbythewaywhenIcametotheofficeI

wastheretotellyouIpassedmymatric,I

wantedtosurpriseyoubutIgotasurprise

myself"

Sfiso:"What?Wowsthandwasam that's

amazing,whendid...."

Me:"Ioweyounoanswers,youaredisturbing

me.Ineedtopackandgo"

Hesatonthebedandbrushedhishead.

Sfiso:"OyiIloveyouandlikeanyotherpersonI

madeamistake,don'tIdeserveasecond

chance?"



Me:"Apersonmakesamistakeonce,twiceor

eventhreetimesisnolongeramistake.You

kissedwithher,wellIguessitwasamistake,I

forgaveyouandnowyouwereshaggingher,

Godknowshowmanytimes.Ilostmybabies

becauseofyourunfaithfulnessandImustjust

forgiveyou?OhnoSfiso"

AftersometimeIwasdonepackingbutthere's

stillalotofclothesthatwereleft,Mvelowill

comebackforthem.

Sfiso:"FineOyi!Leavemykidsbehind."

Me:"Overmydeadbody,youkilledyourkidsso

whichkidsareyoutalkingabout?"

Sfiso:"YouneedmeOyi,youwon'taffordto



maintainthatlifestyleorevenpayforthekids'

schoolfees"

Ohwow!!!ThisguyismorecrazierthanI

thought.Igiggled.

Me:"YesifitwasayearagoIwouldsayIneed

youbutnow!!!Sfisoyoumayevenstop

supportingthekids,Istillwon'tneedyou"

AswewerearguingLondekawalkedin.

Ndeka:"I'm done,let'sgo"

ShetookthebagsandItookthesmallerone.I

thentookoffmyringandthrewitathim.



Me:"Itwasgoodwhileitlasted,thedivorce

paperswillcomesoon"

Sfiso:"Oyi!"

Me:"Givethatringtoherorsomething"

Sfiso:"Argggdon'tevenbother,shewillgeta

morebeautifulandmoreexpensiveringthan

thisone,afterallsheworkshardsheknows

somethingexpensivewhensheseesone"

Doyouknowthatgiii!!Soundthathappensin

yourheartwhensomethingshocksorhurtsyou?

Wellyesithappened.

Londeka:"Ohnomntasedon'tevenworry,heis



tryingtomakeyoufeelthepainheisfeeling

rightnow,heisaweakman"

Me:"Shemightdeserveanexpensiveringbut

shecanneverbemeandthatdigsrightthrough

yourheart,ithurtsyouevenmoretothinkthat

anothermanwillbehavingawholeofme"

Thenwelefthim standingthere.

Puteverythinginthecar,gotinsideandleft.

Londeka:"I'm proudofyou,youstoodupto

him"

Me:"Thanksforbeingthere"



Londeka:"AlwaysMntakaMa"

WefinallyarrivedatLondeka'shouseandkids

rantome.

Olu:"Mommy"

Shehuggedme,Iflinched.

Simbongile:"Oluyouarehurtingmommy,are

youhurtmom?"

Me:"Heybabies,letmommyoffloadthebags

inthecarfirstthenI'llbeallyours"

Theyhelpeduswiththebags,wewentinside

andMandlawasnotin.



Londekacalledherdaughterupstairssoasto

givemespacewithmykids.IkissedSbani,oh

mybabygrowsfast.

Me:"Comesitnexttomeyoutwo"

Theycameandsatdown.

Simbongile:"AuntyNdekatoldusyouaresick

andyouwereatthehospital,areyouokay

now?"

Me:"Yesmommywassickbutshewillheal"

Oluhle:"IsitthereasonwhyyouflinchedwhenI

huggedyou?"



Me:"Yes...doyouremembermommytoldyou

sheisgoingtohaveotherbabies?"

Oluhle:"Yes?"

Me:"Wellmommylostthebabies,sowewill

neverhavethem again"

Oluhle:"I'm sosorrymom,youhada

miscarriage"

Haibo!!!How...okayIforgetsheisabitolder.

Simbongile:"Areyousaidthatyoulostyour

babies?"



Me:"YesbutIam happybecauseIhavemy3

beautifulbabies"

Oluhle:"Somom what'swithallthebags?"

Isitokaytotellthem aboutmyseparationwith

theirdadnow?

Me:"WewillbestayingwithauntyNdekafora

while"

Theyjumpedforjoy,mykidslovebeingat

Londeka'ssotheywon'tbetroublingme.

AftertheconversationIhadwithmykidsIfelta

hugesenseofrelief.

Theyranupstairs.



Londeka:"Howdiditgo?"

Me:"BetterthanIthoughtbutIstillhaven'ttold

them aboutmyseparationwiththeirfather,I

onlytoldthem wewillbestayingherforawhile

andtoldthem aboutthemiscarriage"

Shebrushedmyshoulder.

Londeka:"I'm proudofthewomanyouare,you

arestrongandtheloveyouhaveforyourkidsis

amazing"

Isighed,am Ireallystrong?

Londeka:"Letmemakeyousomethingtoeat



soyoucantakeyourmedsandgetsomesleep"

Shewentaheadandmademefood.Iate,drank

thepillsandwenttosleep.

[Narrated]

Sfisocouldn'ttakestayinginthehouse

anymore,hetookashowerandwenttotheclub.

Arrivingattheclubhesataloneatthetablethat

wassituateatthecorner.Heorderedabucket

fullofHeineken,hekeptondrinkinglikethere's

notomorrow,whenthefirst12wasdonehe

orderedsomethingmorestronger.

"Youlookedtroubled,caretoshare?"



Helookedatthepersontalkinganditwasa

beautifulwhitelady.

Sfiso:"IcameherebecauseIneededtobe

alone"

Her:"Iam Vanessa,Iam averygoodlistener.

Youcantalktomeaboutanything"

Me:"Areyougettingpaidforlisteningto

people'sbusinesses?Isuggestyougolistento

thosethatwanttosharewithyou"

ThegirlgotclosertoSfiso.

Vanessa:"Letmeguess,it'smattersofthe



heart.Youcheatedonyourwifeandnowheis

leavingyou"

Sfiso:"How...howdidyouknow?"

Vanessa:"OhI'm right!WellIam averygood

judgeofcharacterandbesidesthatI'vebeen

lookingatyousinceyougothere,you'vebeen

playingwithyourring.That'swhatpeoplewho

havetroubleintheirmarriagedo"

Sfisosighedandlookedatthegirl,shewasso

beautifulandhewonderedwhyissheevenhere.

Sfiso:"Whyareyouhere?"

Vanessa:"Imakemiserablemanhappy,Ican



makeyouhappy"

Sfiso:"IthinkI'vehadtoomuchtodrink,Ineed

togo"

Hetriedstandingupbuthetrippedandfell,he

heldontothetableandstoodupbuthe

couldn'tstandproperly.

Vanessa:"Letmedriveyouhome,youareinno

statetodrive"

Hedidn'targue,hetossedherthecarkeysand

Vanessahelphim walkouttothecar.When

theygotthere,Sfisotoldhertheaddressand

slept.



WhentheyarrivedinSfiso'shouseVanessa

shookhim buthewasn'twakingup,soshe

wentandpulledhim outofthecar,that'swhen

hewokeup.

Vanessa:"Ineedtoopenthegate,what'sthe

pin"

Sfisopunchedthepinonthegate,ittooktime

butheeventuallydiditandtheygotin.Vanessa

heldhishandandwalkedhim inside,shetook

him tothebedroom thatwasrightdownstairs,

wenttoparkthecarinsidetheyardandclosed

thegate,thenshewenttosleepnexttohim.

#Unedited

#Goodmorning

Like,commentandshare



Insert13.

[Sfiso]

TheminuteIopenedmyeyes,Isawawhiteand

skinnyyetbeautifulgirl,sleepingnexttome.I

quicklypushedherandfrowned.

Me:"Whothehellareyouandwhatdoyou

want?"

Sheyawnedandsmiled.

Her:"Goodmorning"

Igotupfrom thebedandIhadthemasterofall

headaches,itthendawnedonmethatIwas



verydrunklastnightandIcan'tevenremember

theeventsofwhathappened.

Me:"HowisitagoodmorningwhenIwakeup

nexttoastranger?"

Shesatupstraightandfixedheralreadynot

theredresswhichshowedhernotsoappetizing

thighsandIstartedwonderingifWe.....

Her:"Clearyyoudon'trememberanythingand

justtogetyoutorelaxwedidn'tdoanything."

Isighed,Iwasrelievedhonestly.

Her:"Okaysoyouwereattheclublastnight,

youweresittinglikeastressedpersonandyou



hadalottodrinkwhenIcametoyou...."

Istoppedherbecauseeverythingcameback,

from whenshehelpedmeupandmepunching

theaccesspinatthegateandthatwasit.

Me:"Inowremember,sowhat'syourname?"

Shegiggledwhileshakingherhead.

Her:"Vanessa,youcancallmeNessa.LookI

broughtyouhomeandnowthatyouaresafeI

alsoneedtogo".

Iwenttomywallet,tookoutallthemoneyIhad

andgavetoherbutshelookedatmelikeIwas

outofmymind.



Me:"It'stheleastIcandoafteryoubroughtme

homesafewhenyoudidn'thaveto"

HonestlyIjustwantedhergone,Ineedtogo

hometomyparents.

Nessa:"Wellthankyou,Iam notaprostitude

nordidIhelpyoubecauseIwantedmoney.I

justdidoutofthegoodnessofmyheart."

Ifrowned,from whatIrememberlastnightshe

saidsheknowshowtomakepeoplehappyor

somethinglikethat.

Shesmiledandtookherhandbag,tookouta

businesscardandputonmybedthenshewore

hershoes.



Nessa:"CanIgetabathroom?"

Itoldherwhereitis,sheleftandafter

sometimecamebacklookingfreshontheface

withherhairbrushed.

Nessa:"Iam gonnago,haveagreatdayandI

hopeyou'llbefinefrom allthatistroublingyou.

Iknowyouhavealotofquestionsbecauseof

whatIsaidlastnightsousethatbusinesscard

tocallme,wecanmeetupforlunchwhenyou

arefree.Bye"

Shewalkedout,I'veneverseenawhitewoman

sobeautiful.SheiswhatIwouldcallblack

Mlungu,shehasablackgirlvibegoingon.



Ihuffedandsatdown.Mymindwenttomywife,

shereallyleftandhonestlyIcan'toperate.I

missher,Imissmykids.

AnywayIcalledmydadandlethim knowthatI

wanttoseehim,it'saboutmymarriage.Iwant

totellhim everythingthathappenedandask

him togobegOyiforme.

Dad:"Sonyourmom andIaregoingtoseea

friendthatsidesowewilljustpassby,I'llalso

talktoyouruncletocomealongwithus,is

everythingokay?"

Isighed,IknowhewillshoutatmeifItellhim

soI'lljusttellhim whenhearrives.

Me:"Dadweshalltalkwhenyouarrive,thanks"



Dad:"Okaysonbyefornow"

Ihungup,Ithendecidedtotakeashower.

WhenIwasdoneIdecidedtoorderfoodformy

parents,Ican'tevencook.That'showmuchI

dependentonmywife.

ItidiedupwhereIneededtoandafter

sometimetheordercameandtookallthefood

tokitchen.

..........

Anhourlater.

Theintercom rang,Ibuzzedthem inthenwent

towaitbythedoor.



Mymom attackedmewithahug.

Mom:"Boyboy"

Ohwow!Arewestillthere?Iam afathernow

andboyboyismyson.

WeexchangedgreetingsthenIdirectedthem to

thelounge,Iwenttowarm upthefoodand

broughtbeersformydadandunclethenjuice

formymom.

Dad:"UkahleNdodana?Youlookdisturbed"

Isighedandnodded,towhatI'm noddingforI

don'tknow,I'm honestlyconfused,I'm likealost

puppy"



Iwenttocheckthefood,itwasgood.HowdoI

evendishup?DoIservethem noworwaitabit?

Arggwhatever.IdishedthebestwayIknow

howandtookthefoodtothem.

Myunclefrowned.

Uncle:"Mfana,whereisMakotiwhenyouareso

busyinthekitchendoingherjob?"

Mom :"HaaaIknewshewasagoodfornothing

girl".

Ilookedatmom,sheneverlikedOyiandOyi

didn'tcare.



Dad:"CaretotelluswhyOyintandoisnothere"

Isatdown.

Me:"Babathat'swhatIneededtotalkabout"

Dad:"Okaywearelistening"

Me:"Oyintando...she...sheleftmebaba"

Mom clappedherhandsandlaughed.

Mom:"Iknewit!!Isoknewitthatshewould

leave,Goodriddancemyson,youwillfindan

educatedwoman.Youreallycouldn'ttolerate

thatilliterategirl,allsheeverdoesisgivebirth"



Me:"Mom please!!Iloveherokay?"

Dad:"Whathappened?"

HowdoIevensayIcheatedonmywife?

Me:"I...Iwasunfaithfuldad,Icheatedonher

andshefoundoutand....thatmadeherloose

ourbabies"

Ilookeddownembarrased,Oyi'sfacewasallI

sawatthatmoment,thepainshewasfeeling.

Uncle:"Hawuhawuhawu!!!Sfiso!Whywould

youcheatonOyintandowhenshewasfaithful

toyouanddideverythingforyou?"



Mom:"I'm notevensurprisedthatshewas

pregnant,that'sallsheeverdoes.I'llbeinthe

garden"

Shehummedonherwayout,Iknowsheis

happy.

Dad:"Soshewaspregnant?"

Inodded.

Dad:"SonIam verydisappointedinyou,thatgirl

respectedyouandgaveyouchildren.Doyou

rememberhowshemarriedyou?"

Me:"Itwasamistakebaba,pleasetryandtalk



toherforme.IloveherandIneedhertocome

backhome."

Dad:"Sfisoyoucan'tgoaroundsleepingother

women,hurtingyourwifeintheprocessand

expectustogetinvolved.Youareaman,you

areafathersopleaseactlikeone,Iam not

gettinginvolved."

Dadstoodupandwenttocallmom sotheycan

leave,myunclestoodupandpattedmy

shoulder.

Uncle:"Fixyourmessson"

Mom:"Don'tfixanythingwenababy,letthatgirl

go.She'snotworthitifyouaskme,aslongas

youwillsupportyourkids,Yenasheshouldfind



ajoborsomethingIdon'tcare.Findyourselfa

youngfreshandsmartgirlwhoworkshard."

Thenjustlikethatshewalkedout,she'ssucha

diva.Ilookedatdad,hewasmadatme,Isawit

from howhelookedatme.

Dad:"FixyourmessSfiso"

Theyleft,Iwassodefeated.

[Oyintando]

"Oyi!!!Mntasecomeonopenthedoor.Youcan't

lockyourselfupforever"

Iwipedoffthetearsthatwerefalling,Idon't



thinkIcandothislifethinganymore.

I'vebeenlockedupinthisroom foralmostsix

hours,allIhearisbabiescrying.Ilostthem,I

shouldhavetriedhardertomakesureIdon't

miscarry,Ikilledthem.

"Mom pleaseopenthedoor,Sbaniiscrying"

Mydaughter'svoicemademerealiseI've

neglectedthem.Igotupandjustthenmy

phonebeeped.

Iwenttocheck,itwasanSMSfrom *Sigh*my

exmotherinlaw.

"Iam gladmysonfinallyrealisedhowworthless



youare,allyoueverdoisgivebirth.Leavehim

alonentombaza,awufundileandmyson

deservesawelleducatedladywhodoesn't

spendmoneysheneverworkedfor.Ihopeyou

stayinthewholethatyouarein"

Tearsstreameddownsomemore,I'm not

surprised.Sheneverlikedme,I'm justhurtthat

throughitallshehadtomentiongivingbirth.I

decidedthatI'm donerespectingher,she

doesn'tdeservemyrespect.

Ireplied.

"Yingobawenaufundileangisho?Pleaseleave

mealone,Idon'tcareaboutyourstupidson

anymore,hecangotohiseducatedgirlsIdon't

care.RestassuredIwillnevergobacktohim,

angisamfuni!!!!!Hlukananam wenamaGogo

nesishwapha,whoknows?Maybenaweeyakho



indodaifunaabafaziabapakile?Andyouand

bothknowyouhavenoAss"

Ipressedsendthenwenttoopenthedoor,Olu

waspracticallycrying.

Me:"Hey...babycometomommy,whyareyou

crying?"

Olu:"Becauseyoudon'twanttoopenthedoor

andwewanttoseeyou,Sbaniiscrying"

Iclosedmyeyes,atearescaped,Iquickly

wipeditmakingsureshedoesn'tseeitbutI

wastoolate.

Olu:"Mommywhat'swrong?Youarealsocrying?



Isitbecauseofthebabiesyoulost?"

Me:"I....nobaby,mommywillbefine,Ijusthave

aheadache"

Shelookedatmenotconvinced.

Olu:"MommyIknowalsomadeyousad"

Iclosedmyeyes,Iam reallybrokenandIdon't

knowwheretobeginfixingmyself.

Me:"GotakeSbaniandboyboy,Iwantmykids

tobeherewithme"

Olu:"Butmom youhavetogodownandeat"



Me:"Mommywilleatwhensheishungrybaby"

Shenoddedandwalkedout.

Soonasshewalkedout,Londekawalkedin.

Ndeka:"Oyi!!?

Me:"Mmm"

Ndeka:"Areyouokay?"

Inoddedbuttearsjustcameout.

Ndeka:"Oyiyouwillgetsick,youhaven'teaten



sinceyesterdayandyou'vebeenlocking

yourselfupinhere"

Me:"I...Ican'ttakethepainanymoreNdeka!!

It...ithurts,it'ssopainful.Whyme,Londekawhy

me?"

Ijustbrokedown,shequicklywenttoclosethe

doorandcrouchednexttome,sheheldme

tight.

Ndeka:"Letitoutsisi,cryallyouwantbutmake

surewhenyoudoneyoudon'tcryforthesame

reason,rememberyouhavekidsOyiandright

nowyouarehurtingthem.Yourkidsneedtheir

lovingmotherandyouarepushingthem away."

IcriedsomuchthatIhadhiccups,shekissed



myforeheadandkeptonshushingme.

Shegavemeaglassofwaterthatwasbythe

bedside,Idrankandwenttowashmyface.

Ndeka:"Let'sgodownstairs,spendtimewith

thekidsOyi,eatsomethingplease"

Inoddedbuttearswerestillstreamingdown,

shewipedthem.

Sheheldmyheadasweopenedthedoor,

Oluhlewasabouttoknock.

Me:"Letsgodownstairsbaby"

ShehadSbaniwithher,mybabycriedwhenshe



sawmeandbroughtherhandstome.

Sbani:"Mama....mama"

Itookherandkissedherallover,shestopped

cryingandgiggled.Wewentdownstairsandmy

babieswerefussingoverme.

HaveIreallyneglectedthem thatmuch?

LondekabroughtmefoodandIsharedmyfood

withbecauseIreallyhadnoappetite,evena

smalltomatocouldn'tgothroughmymouth.

Thentherewasaknockonthedoor.Londeka

wenttoopenandthelastpersonIwantedto

seecamein.Icouldn'tcausedramabecause

thekidswerehere.



Theyrantohim.

HepickedOlufirstandkissedherthen

Simbongile.

Idecidedtostandandwenttothekitchen.I

stoodbythefridge,Icouldn'tbreathproperly.

"Oyipleaselistentome"

Whendidhegethere?Iopenedmyeyesand

lookedathim.

Me:"SfisoIdon'twanttolistentoyou,Idon't

wantyouanymore.It'soverokay?Idon'tever

wanttoseeyouunlessyouwanttoseethekids,

Isuggestyouleaveifyouarenotheretosee



them"

Sfiso:"Babyplease,PleaseOyiIneedyou,Ilove

Sthandwasam andIcan'tlivewithoutyou,Iam

so....."

Me:"Sfisogo!!!!!Pleasegookay?Idon'tforgive

youandIdon'tloveyouanymore,Idon'twant

younordoIwantyou,go!!!"

Helookeddownandslowlyturned.

Ashewaswalkingout,Icalledhisname.He

stoppedquicklyandlookedatme.

Me:"Tellyourmom toleavemethehellalone,

sheshouldstoptextingmeI'm notherschool



mate"

Hesighed.

Sfiso:"OyibabyI...."

Me:"Hamba"

Hetookawalkofshame,Iwentdownandcried.

[Simi]

WhydidIfallinlovewithSfiso?Ilovehim and

heisnoteventakingmycalls,hesentmeatext

messagesayingIshouldstopcallingmeandI

shouldfindanotherofficeandmoveoutofhis

office.Iwassobroken,IknowIshouldn'thave



butonedoesnotplantofallinlove.

I'vebeenlyingonthecouch,nursingmybroken

heart.Enzowalkedinwithmymother.Arggh

whatdotheywant?

Mom:"Indodaleekwenzaulalekanjalo?"

That'smymom foryou,Thabithaisnoisy.

Enzo:"AyboCuz,youreyesarebloodyred

what'swrong?"

Me:"It's...nothingIam comingdownwithflu"

Mom pulledtheblanketawayfrom andfeltmy

temperature.



Mom:"Haibowena!Yourtemperatureisjust

fine,it'samanisn'tit?"

Ilookeddown,Enzowidenedhereyes.

Enzo:"HawuCuzkantiuyajolaandyoudon't

say"

Me:"Hetoldmetostayawayfrom him"

Istartedcrying.

Mom:"Mybabywedon'tcryovermen,mencry

overus."



Enzo:"AuntThabi!!!Whathappenedbabe?"

ShouldItellthem?Well....

Me:"Thingisheismarriedandhiswifefound

outaboutusandmiscarried,shewaspregnant"

Mom:"SimingenkosiKhumalo!!!!Youknow

exactlywhatEnzowentthroughwhenher

husbandcheated,whywouldyouwanttobethe

otherwoman?Onewhoisresponsibleof

anotherwoman'stears?"

Me:"MamaIdidn'tplanonfallingforhim,it...."

Mom:"WuuuuhaiiiisukaSimi,Ineedtoget

drunk"



Shestoodupandwenttogetwhateverdrink

sheneeded.

Enzo:"CuzIwon'tjudgeyoubutIwon'tsayI'm

notdisapponted,pleaseleavethismanalone.

YouarebeautifulSimiandyoucanhaveany

manyouwant,notthemarriedman".

Theydon'tunderstand,Ilovehim.Thatmarried

manistheoneIwant.

Idecidedtogouptomyroom becauseclearly

theyareheretojudgeme.

Mom:"Oksalayoyoucan'tcryoveramarried

manSimi!!!Heisprobablycryingforhiswife's

forgivenesswhereverheis"



Sheshoutedfrom thelounge,Ibangedthedoor

andthrewmyselfonthebed.

#Unedited

#Goodnight.

Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Insert14.

[Ndalo]

TodayImadeitmymissiontowakeupearly

andtakemykidstoschool,I'vecriedmorethan



enoughandIdon'twanttowasteanymoretime

crying,Ineedtoattendmyclassesandgo

checkhowthebusinessisdoingatthe

boutique.IfeellikeI'veallowedthesituation

withSfisopullmedownsomuchthatIforgot

myduties.

YesIam stillbrokenandIwon'tlieandsayI'll

getoveritnow,ImaygetoverthedivorcebutI

don'tthinkI'llgetoverlosingmybabies.I'llonly

learntolivebutIwon'tgetoverit.

Ireallyneedtogohousehunting,IfeellikeI'm

crowdingMandlainhishouse,hewon'tsay

becauseheisanicepersonbutkehnamiasa

personIhavetothink.

Ijustgotbackfrom droppingthekidsatschool,

thehouseissoquiet.MandlaandLondeka



wenttowork,I'm withSbaniandsheisnoteven

mindingme,she'sbusydoingGodknowswhat

onthecarpetandseeingherhappysoothesmy

heart.IwishIwasjustashappyandknew

nothingaboutthiscruelworld.Speakingofthe

cruelworld,theworldofpaini,Iam makinga

vowtomyself...Iwilllivetomakemychildren

happy,Iwillprotectthem witheverythingIhave,

theyaremyfirstandonlypriority.

Asmymindwasroamingaround,thedoorbell

rang.Itookmybabyfrom thefloorandwentto

open.

Ohit'sMvelo.

Me:"Brother"



Hesmiledwide,isn'thesupposedtobeatwork?

Don'tgetmewrong,I'm happytoseehim it's

justthatIsomehowfeelguiltybecauseit'slike

theirliveshavesomehowstopped,theyare

worriedaboutme.Theykeepcallingtocheck

howI'm doing.

Mvelo:"Hey,kunjani?"

Heaskedashewalkedin,hetookSbaniand

threwherintheair,shelaughed.

Mvelo:"Sawubonawena,ntombikaLume"

Hetickledher,shelaughedsohard.

Wesatdown,helookedatme.Iknowwhatthat



lookmeans,IshouldtellherhowIam.

Me:"Iam tryingbhuti,I'llbefinewithtime."

Hesighedandnodded,worrywaswrittenall

overhisface.

Me:"CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?"

Mvelo:"Nomntase,I'm fine.IhearLondekatells

meSfisowashereyesterday"

Isighedandnodded.

Mvelo:"OyithedivorcepapersarereadybutI

won'tservehim withoutyourpermission.Iwant

youtobesureifyoureallywanttoleavehim,



wedon'twanttopressureyouintoleavinghim

onlyforyoutoblameusattheendoftheday

andsayweforcedyouintodoingit.Iknow

mattersoftheheartandyoucancontrolwhat

theheartsaysandwants,Ifyoufeellikeyou

stilllovehim andrightnowyouarestillangry

butyouwilleventuallygobackt....."

Longspeech!!!Ihadtocuthim.

Me:"I....bhutiyesIstilllovehim,Ilovehim with

allmyheartbutthat'sonlybecauseIcan'tfall

outofloveovernightbutIam certainthatI'm

donewithSfiso,ittookthissituationformeto

realisealotofthings,itforcedmeintogrowing

andInowrealisethatSfisokeptmebecauseof

thebenefitshegototherwisehewouldhave

optedforsomeoneeducated,hiswordsnot

mine.Iwasjustahousewifewhom hefound



homewhenhegotbackfrom work,hewould

finesupperreadyandwaitingforhim,breakfast

inthemorning,cleanandIronedclothes.What

hesaidaboutthatgirlbeingsuccessfuland

knowinganexpensivethingwhensheseesone

mademeaskmyselfthatifhewantedan

educatedwoman,asmypartnerwhydidn'the

pushmetothatdirection?Ilostmykids

becauseofhisinfidelityandformethatisso

unforgivable.Iam nolongerthatlittlegirlwho

settledforanythingIthoughtwasnice,Iam a

motherandasmotherIhavetothinknotonly

formyselfbutformykidstoo,withthatbeing

said,youmayservehim withthedivorcepapers

becauseIwithoutadoubtwantoutl"

Hesighedandsmiledthennoddedamultiple

times.



Mvelo:"Ilovethewomanyouarebecoming,

let'sjustsaymaybethiswasnotmeanttobe

andIwantyoutoknowthatmyselfand

Londekawillalwaysbethereforyou.Our

parentsmustbeproudofyouwheretheyare,

you'reagoodmother"

Ismiledwithtearscomingout,ifdadwasstill

aroundIknowhecouldhavesaid"Itoldyou

mntanam"andmom wouldbeholdingmetight.

Imissthem.

Me:"Speakingofmom anddad,IthinkIneedto

takealittlebreakandgohome,maybefora

week"

Mvelo:"Youmeanhomehomeasinhome"



Whateverthatmeans!!Ilaughed.

Me:"Areyoualawyer?"

Helaughed,heknowswhatImean.Home

homeasinhome?What'sthat?

Me:"Yeshomehomeasinhome,Ijustwantto

feelclosertoourparentsandthenclosethis

chapterofmylife"

Mvelo:"Okay,whendoyouwanttogo?MaybeI

candriveyou"

Me:"BathongbroIhaveacar,I'lldrivemyself.

TheonlyfavourIneedfrom eitheryouor

LondekaistotakecareofmykidswhenI'm



gone,IwillonlyleavewithSbanibecausethe

othershaveschool"

Mvelo:"Noyoudon'thavetoask,youknow

thesearemyfavouritebabies"

Ithankedhim,hetookoutdivorcepapersand

showedme,Ireadthem andwassatisfied.

Me:"Theyaregood,Ijustwantnothingfrom

him"

Mvelo:"Oyiyouaremarriedincommunityof

property,youhavetoget50%ofeverythinghe

owns,moreespeciallytheoneshegotwhen

youweremarried"



Me:"That'sthething,Idon'twantanythingfrom

him,noteven5%.Iam sickandtiredofbeing

thewomanthatwasmade,Iwanttomake

myself.ThenextthingyouknowI'llbegetting

insultsthathemademe,Iam whereIam

becauseofhismoney.Iwantacleanstart,I

wanttomakemyownmoney.Heworkedfor

everythinghehas,Ididn't.SoIwantnothing,the

onlythingIneedisthathesupportthekids,he

mustalsoopenatrustfundforthekidsthat's

it."

Mvelo:"I'm proudofyou"

Me:"Thankyou"

Mvelo:"OkayIhavetogetgoing,I'llfirststartby

droppingoffthepapersatSfiso'sofficethen

headtoworkbutbeforeIgoIwanttoknow



howyouaresettlingtheissueofthekids"

Me:"OkayI'm notfightingforcustody,thekids

willstaywithmewithoutanyfightunlesshe

wantstofight.Iam notincludingmykidsinthis,

Iwantthem togrowupknowingtheirfatherand

havingagoodrelationshipwithhim.Sohemay

comeseethekidswheneverhewantsto,he

maytakethem onsomeweekendsorevenpick

them upfrom schoolbutonethinghemust

knowisthatheshouldkeepitstrictlythatway,

hemustnotusethekidstogettomebecauseI

don'twanthim nearmeunlessitconcerns

them."

Mvelo:"Okaygood,I'llseeyoulateror

tomorrow"

Me:"Okay,callmethenandbriefmeabout



whathesaid"

Mvelo:"Iwilldothat...Yey!!!Ninkizanaka

Malume,wozala"

HepickedSbaniupandtickledher,shelaughed.

Me:"Aybostop!!She'llbecryingthisoneI

know"

Hekissedherthenhuggedmeandleft.LikeI

hadsaidSbanistartedcrying.

Me:"Haiibabythula,yabuyauLume....shhhh"

Igaveherthepacifier,sheshushedup.Ithen

decidedtocleanuphereandthere,madefood



formychild.

WhenIwasdonewitheverything,likebathing

Sbaniandbathingmyself,timewasalready

gone.Ihavetodrivetoschoolagain.

[Sfiso]

Divorce!IseriouslyneverthoughtI'dbea

divorcedman.HowdoIsignthesepapers

knowingthatIstillloveher?HowdoImoveon?

HowdoIbringmyselftolivingwithouther

forever?Ican'tsignthesepapers,Ican'tloose

myfamily.Myhouseiscoldwithoutthem,it's

nolongerahome.Imadeamistake,don'tI

deserveasecondchance?

Iam nowdrivingtothekids'school,IknowI



mightfindherthere.Ihavetotryinreasonwith

her.

AssoonasIarrived,thereshewaswaitingfor

thekids.

Iapproachedher,shewasonherphone.

Whensheturnedshesawmeandherface

turnedredwithrage.

Oyi:"LookCelestebabe,I'llcallyouorbetteryet

I'llcomethroughtomorrowmorning"

...........

Oyi:"Okaybye"

Shehungup.



Me:"Hey"

Oyi:"Sincefrom whendoyoupickthekidsup

onamonday?"

Me:"I....wellI...OyilistenbabyI....."

Oyi:"Didyougetthedivorcepapers?"

Me:"Yes...whichis..."

Oyi:"Didyousign?"

Isighed,she'snotevengivingmeachanceto

talk,thewomanIseenowisnotthesame

womanImarriedyearsback,Ireallybrokeher.



Me:"Ican'tsignthem Oyi,Iloveyouokay?

Pleasegivemeachancetofixthis"

Shefrowned.

Oyi:"Youcan'toryouwon'tsignthem?Sfiso

lalela,youcanneverfixthisunlessyouplanon

bringingmykidsback.Iam reallygettingtired

ofthis,Iwillbeforcedtogetarestrainingorder"

AsIwasabouttotalksheraisedherfingerfor

metoshutup.

Oyi:"Idon'twannahearit,saveyourselfthe

energytobegforsomethingthatwillnever

happen,signthepapersandmoveon."



Whenwebothturnedthekidswererightbehind

us,wedidn'tseethem.Theylookedsadorhurt

I'm notsure.

Olu:"Mom...dadhello"

Oyi:"Ohheybaby...youareherealready"

Shekissedthem andtooktheirbagsfrom them,

sheputthem intheboot.

Oyi:"Heyboyboy"

Simbongile:"Hellomom...dad"



Thenhehoppedintothecar,Oluhlefollowed.

Mykidsarereallysaid.

Oyi:"SignthedivorcepapersSfisobecauseno

matterhowhardyoutryyouwillneversucceed,

stopfollowingmearoundit'sunattractive."

Shewenttothecaranddriveoff.Ijuststood

therelikealostpuppy.

Aftersometimewhenmymindhadregistered

thatsheisreallygone,Islowlywalkedtothe

caranddrovestraighthome.

[Oyintando]

WhodoesSfisothinkheis?Whatmakeshim



thinkhecankeeponfollowingmearound?

"Ican'tsignthepapers"what?Hecan'tsign?Nx!

Islowlyturnedtolookatmybabies,theywere

quietalltheywayfrom schoolandnowtheyare

sittingonthecouchstillawfullyquiet.

Me:"Babies,what'swrong?"

Olu:"Mommyareyouanddaddygettinga

divorce?"

Ilookedatherlike....kid!!!

Olu:"Mom Iam oldokay?Biancaoncetoldus

hismom anddadaregettingdivorcemeaning



theyareseparating,soareyouanddad

separating?"

ThisisthetopicI'vebeendreading,butoneway

ortheotherIhavetogettoit.Ibreathedinand

askedthem tositwithmeonthecarpet.

Theysat.

Me:"Okaybabies,listentome.Yesmom and

dadareseparating,becausewenolongermake

eachotherhappybutwebothloveyouandwe

willalwaysbethereforallofyou"

Simbongile:"Doesthatmeanwearenolonger

goingtostaywithdaddyathome?"

Me:"Yes,mommyisgoingtobuyusanew

homebutyoucanstillvisitdaddyanytimeyou



want"

Simbongileisstillyoung,hedoesn'treally

understandthiswholethingcomparedtoOluhle.

Simbongile:"Willwehaveapool?Andplay

stationandplayroom andajunglegym

outside?"

Me:"Yesmyboy,mommywillmakesurethat

wehaveallyourfavourites"

Simbongile:"OkaythenI'm game"

Hethenstoodupandranoff,Ilaughedalittle

andlookedatOluhle.



Me:"Babydoyouwannasaysomething?"

Oluhle:"Isdaddythereasonwhyyoulostthe

babies?"

O-kay!!NowthisIdidn'texpect...asIwastrying

tocomeupwiththeperfectanswer,thedoor

openedandLondekagotinwithherdaughter,

theygreetedusandLondekasawthatIwasina

positionIcan'thandle.

Shelookedatherdaughter.

Ndeka:"Babytakemommy'sbagsupstairsthen

changeyourschooluniform"

Sheagreedandleft,Londekacametojoinus.I



explainedtoherwhat'shappening.

Londeka:"Oluhlebaby?"

Olu:"YesauntieNdeka?"

Ndeka:"Ifyouhaveafriendthatdoesnottreat

youwellatschool,alwaysputsyoudownand

breakyourheartwhatwouldyoudo?"

Olu:"Iwouldstopbeingtheirfriend"

Ndeka:"Butwouldyouhatethem?"

Sheshookherheadno.



Olu:"Mommyalwaystaughtustoneverhate

anyone"

Ndeka:"Goodgirl,nowthatisthesamething

thatishappeningbetweenmom anddad,so

mommyischoosingtostopbeingdad'swife

justlikeyouwouldstopbeingfriendswiththe

personthathurtsyou....butitdoesn'tmean

mommyhatesdaddy,shejustwanttofindher

peaceofmindandbehappy,youalsoshould

nothatedaddybecausehelovesyouokay?"

Olu:"Okayauntie".

Ndeka:"Good,doyouhaveanyotherquestion?"

Shesmiledandshookherheadno.



Olu:"I'm gladyouarechoosingtobehappy

mommybutyoualsodon'thatedaddy"

Ikissedher,shestoodupwentupstair.Whew!!!!

Chapterclosed..

Ndeka:"Youokay?"

Me:"Yeah,I'm gladI'm donewiththeexplaining.

Thanksforcomingthroughforme".

Shetappedmyshoulderandsaid"Anytime"

Shewentupstairstochangeintocomfortable

clothes,wechilledtogetherandItoldherabout

mydecisiontogohome.



Lateronwestartedpreparingsupper.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

Like,commentandshare

#BAHWWMP

Insert15.

*Aweeklater*

[Oyintando]

Beinghomeisreallyrefreshing,Idomissmy

babiesbutImakesuretocallthem every



morningbeforetheygotoschoolandevery

nightbeforetheygotobed.

SoyesIcamehomeaweekagoandour

neighbourswereveryhappytoseeme,they

werefussingoverSbanibutsomeIcouldsee

theywerewonderingwhyI'm backathomeand

moreoverwhyismyringnotonmyfinger,

afterallIhadabigweddingandalmost

everyoneherecame,theysawmyring.Itwas

nothardtomisssinceitwasarocksonow

theyarewonderingwheretherockdisappeared

to.

WhenIarrivedheremyheartbroke,it'slikewe

hadneglectedourparents'house.Thegrass

wasgrowing,mymom'sgardenwasasgoodas

deadandthedustinthehouse!!*Sigh*mom

musthavebeenturninginhergrave.

SoIdecidedtohireoneoftheboysheretohelp



mewiththegardenandcutthegrass,Icleaned

andtheguyalsopainted.YesIwon'tbestaying

herebutit'sreallynotonforthehousetolook

likesome'Spookytown'whilewearealive.

AnywayIjustfinishedbathing,Ihavetobath

Sbanibecauseit'sclosetoherbedtimebutshe

leftwithourneighboursgrandchildren.

AsIwaswalkingtowardsthedoorwiththeaim

ofgoingtolookformybaby,Mam Mtshali

knocked.

Me:"OhhsawubonaMa".

MaM:"Sawubonasisi,canIcomein?"

Me:"Yeboma,Iwasabouttogolookformy

baby,Idon'tknowifyoudon'tmindwaiting"



Shenoddedandmadeherin.Iwalkedoutand

luckyenoughthekidswerejustoutside,butit's

gettingdark.Aren'ttheysupposetobebathing?

Me:"Linky!!mletheazogeza"

TheyallstoodupandcametogivemeSbani,

Gosh!!!Shewassodirty,thankGodfor

pavementsandplacesthathavenosoil

becausewow,I'veneverseenSbanithisdirty.

Me:"Okaybyebyegirls,you'llseehertomorrow

neh?"

Theyagreedandleft,Iwalkedbackinside...OhI

forgotIhaveaguest.



MaM:"Yinhleinganeyakhobo"

Ismiledandthankedher,Ihonestlydon'thave

timetoaskifIcangethersomethingtodrink,I

havetogetbusy,soIsatdown.

MaM:"IseverythingokayOyintando?"

O-Kay!!!!

Me:"Idon'tthinkIfollowMa,iseverythingokay

intermsof?"

IseewherethisisgoingandIdon'twanttofind

myselfdisrespectingher.Iam herebecauseI

neededspaceandpeaceofmind.



MaM:"Sengishongobayouareamarried

womanandyouhavebeenhereforaweek,

doesn'tyourhusbandneedyou?OhandIsee

youeventookyourringoff"

Itookadeepbreatheandlookedather.

Me:"Mawithallduerespectthisismymom

anddad'shouse,thereforeIbelievewecan

comeherewheneverandhoweverwewant

withouthavingtoexplainourselvestoanyone.I

needtobathmychildsoifthere'snothing

else...."

Shestoodupandclappedherhandsoncethen

heldherwaist.



MaM:"Uluhlazawengane!!!Isthiswhatthebig

citydidtoyou?Speakingtoyourelderslikeyou

arejumpingdownthetree"

Istoodandwenttoopenthedoorandsignalled

forhertoleave.

Sheslowlywalkedoutandmumbledsomething

Icouldn'thearbutalsoIdidn'tcare.

Iclosedthedoor,mxm villagewitches.Arggg

Sbaniisfallingasleep,Ipickedherupandwent

tobatheherquicklythenfedher,sheslept

beforeshecouldevenfinisheating.Icleaned

herupandputhertobed.

IdidwhatIdoeverydaysinceIgothere,going

tomyparents'bedroom.Itstilllooksthesame,



weneverchangedanything,from howthings

wereplacedtothecurtainsandthepictureson

thewall...Isatonthebedwiththeirwedding

picture.

Me:"Ma...Baba,mymarriagefellapart,Ilostmy

kids,Iam brokenandIreallyneedyou,Imiss

you"

Tearswerefalling,Icouldfeeltheirpresence.

Theirscenthaslonggonebutsomeoftheir

clothesinthewardrobestillholdalittlebitofit.

AsIwasbusytalkingtothepicturemyphone

rang,ItwasMvelo.

Me:"Brother"



Mvelo:"Mntasehowareyou?"

Me:"I'm gettingtheremntase,beingherereally

helped"

Hesighed,Iknowhehassomethingtotellme

whenhedoesthat.

Me:"Sayit"

Hechuckled.

Mvelo:"Youknowmehuh"

Me:"Toomuch"



Mvelo:"Hesignedthedivorcepapers".

Ifrozeforamoment,yesthisiswhatI

wanted...heckthisiswhatIwantbutitisonly

sinkinginnowthatit'sreallyover.

Inoddedwithmyheadforgettingthathecan't

seeme.

Mvelo:"Areyoustillthere?"

Me:"Yes...um yes,I...wowokay"

Mvelo:"Oyiareyouokay,youknowyoucantalk

tomeaboutanything"

Me:"I'llbe...noI'm fine,lookI'llcallyouinthe



morning...Sbaniiscrying"

Ididn'twaitforhisresponse,Ihungupand

curleduponthebedandcriedsobad.

Me:"Ma!!!!"

Icriedmyselftosleep.

...............

"Khululainhliziyoyakhomntanam,konke

kuzolunga."(Freeyourheartmychild,allwill

bewell".

Me:"KodwababaIlovethisdove,it'sbeautiful"



"LetitgoOyintando"

Me:"Baba!!!Babano!!!!I....Iloveit!!Mtshele

Ma!!!Tellhim Ican'tletitgo"

"YourdadisrightOyintando,thatdoveisnot

yours...letitgobecauseitwillhurtyouifyou

holdontoit"

IjumpedupandIwassweatingandhadtears.I

dreamtcarryingabeautifulwhitedovebutmy

parentstellingmetoletitgo,attheendmydad

hitmyhandsthedoveflewaway.

Shit!!!!Isleptinmyparents'bedroom andtotally

forgotmychild,Iquicklygotupandrantomy

oldbedroom,that'swhereIhadputher.Ifound

herplayingwithmyteddybear.



Isatnexttoher,didshereallysleepthroughout

thenightwithoutcrying?That'sfirst.

Me:"Helloprincess,mommyforgotaboutyou

lastnight...ohsheisabadmotherneh?Ohyes

baby....doyoulikemommy'steddy?Yesyou

do...comeletmechangeyournappynana"

Ichangedhernappy,Ifeltawholelotlighter,

likesomethinghasbeenliftedoffmyshoulders.

Ihaven'tfeltlikethisinages.

Ithendecidedtogobuyflowersthenvisitmy

mom anddad'sgravesandgetthem cleaned.

[Sfiso]



Ican'tbelievemymarriageisover,even

thinkingaboutitmakesithardformeto

breathe.Iam beyondbroken,IloveOyisomuch

andcomingtotermswiththefactthatsheisno

longermywifeisabitterpilltoswallow.

SoaweekagoIkeptonbuggingher,askingfor

forgiveness,shetoldmeI'm harassingherso

shewenttogetmearestrainingorderbuta

goodpersonthatsheis,sheonlyrequested

thatIstayfrom her,Icancomeseethekidsas

muchasIwantbutImustnottalknorcome

nearher.

TherewasnothingIcoulddoreally,Ihadno

choicebuttosign.Iwashavingherfollowed,

justbecauseImissherandI'dliketoknow

whatshedoes,Istoppedwhenmyguytoldme

shespottedhercryingattheparkinglotofthe



mall.Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,IknewIbroke

her.

RightnowIam withthekids,Oluhleand

Simbongile,SbanileftwithOyi.

Itookthem outforicecream andsometoys

shopping.

WearenowseatedatSpurwaitingforourfood.

Simbongile:"Daddidyoukillmommy'skids?"

Icoughed,chokingonsaliva.

Oluhle:"Simbongiledaddidnotkillthem,right

daddy?"



Me:"YesboyIdidn'tkillthem,Godtookthem"

Simbongile:"ThenIhateGodbecauseHe

makesmommycry"

Iclosedmyeyes,takingitallin.Mykidseven

sawhowpainedtheirmotheris.

Olu:"Welldadmom toldusthatyouaregetting

adivorcebutshealsotoldusthatshedoesn't

hateyouandwealsoshouldn'thateyou"

Ismiledandnodded,Iwashonestlylostfor

words.

Simbongile:"Shepromisedtobuyasabeautiful

housethathasmyfavouritebecausewewon't



bestayingwithyouanymore,dadareyougoing

tostayalone?Whydon'tyoucomewithus?"

Me:"Youwillvisitdaddyallthetimeanddaddy

willalsovisityouinyournewhouse"

Finally!!!Ourfoodarrived,itbecamesilentat

thetable,onlythesoundofourutensils.

Ilookedatmykids,Ifailedtheirmother.The

leastIcandoistobethebestfathertothem,

lovethem andalwaysbeavailablewhenneeds

be.

Theyaremylife.

Whenweredone,Itookthem toToysrus,

OluhlewasnotinterestedintoyssoIbought

heratabletandtheboyherekeptonpointingat



differenttoys.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Insert16.

*4yearslater*

[Oyintando]

Planningabirthdaypartyhasneverbeenso

hardSbaniisturning6yearsandIhavetogoall

outbecauseforthepastyearsIneverpaidtoo

muchattentiontomykids,duetomydivorce.



Ohhhbythewayletmereintroducemyself.

Iam OyintandoMbatha,33yearsofage.Iam a

divorcedwomanandamotherto3beautiful

children.Oluhlehasnowbecomeateenager,

sheis15yearsoldandverysmart.Sheistoo

matureditscaresmesometimes,allIwannado

asaparentisprotectherfrom theboysandthis

cruelworld.ThenSimbongileisnow10years

old,alsodifferentfrom whenhewasstill6

yearsold,henolongertalksalot.Thenlastly

mylittlepumpkinSbani,sheisturning6years

oldin2daystime,shetalksmorethan

Simbongiledid.

Welljusttotakeyoubackalittleastowhat

happened3yearsago.

*3yearsago*

BeinghomewasthebestdecisionIevertookor



soIthought.Howdoyouletgoofsomething

youlovesomuch?Somethingyouareusedto?

Ijustcouldn'tdoit.Iwentbacktomynormal

lifeanywaybutitwastoomuchforme.Ifell

intodeepdepression,anxiety,stressfollowed

causingmetoloosealotofweight.Igaveup

onalotofthings,Ineglectedmykids,atsome

pointIwenttoourhouseandburntalmost

everyvaluablethingthatbelongedtoSfiso,

thinkingthatwouldhealmebutno!!Igot

admittedatthepsychiatrichospital.They

thoughtIwascrazybutIwasn't,Iwasabroken

woman.

IhatedSfisowitheveryfibreofmybeing.

Eventuallyafterayearofnotseeingmykidsas

oftenasIwanted,thedoctordeclaredmea

healedwoman,hesaidIcouldgobackhome.

SomeofthethingsIlearntatthehospitalwere

thatinorderforyoutohealyouhavetoforgive

thosethathurtevenwhenyouhaven'treceived



theapology,youshouldnotblameyourselfand

lastlyandmostimportantlyrememberwhat's

importantinyourlife.

That'swhenitallcamebacktogether,thatI

havekids.Imadeavowtomyselfthatit'sall

aboutmykids,nothingandnooneelsebutmy

kids.

SorightafterIwasreleasedfrom thehospital,I

decidedtomovefrom theplacewestayedin

andgostayinSunninghill,inSandton.Imoved

mykidsfrom SouthdownscollegetoCrawford

college.IforgaveSfisoandfreedmyself.

TheonlythingI'm happyforisthatourdecision

tocoparentworksverywell,heknowswhento

comeseethekidsorfetchthem.Wellinterms

ofbusinessIdecidedthatweshouldexpandit,I

openedanotherbranchinMaboneng,Glam

couturehasneverbeenthisbig,wemakealot

ofmoneyoutofit,Ialsorunanindividual

eventscompanyandImustsay,nothingfeels



goodthanhavingyourownfatbankbalance.I

havehealedfrom mydivorceandmiscarriage

althoughIthinkaboutmytwinsfrom timeto

time,theycouldhavebeenbigbynowbutlife

goeson.

Themostimportantthingisthatmykidsknow

thatmeandtheirfatherseparatedandthey

knowwelovethem.

..........

Anywaybacktothepresentmoment,the

princesssaidshewantsaPrincessSophia

themeforherpartysoIhavetogoupanddown

lookingforcoloursthatwillmatchthetheme.

Weareatgreenstonemall,theprincessisbusy

showingmedifferentthingsbutIam theelder

here,Iknowwhatiswhat.



Sbani:"MommyIwanttowearapurpledress

andIlovethatone"

Me:"Sbaniyoualreadysaidyouwantawhite

one,weboughtit,nowyouwantpurple.Iam

gettingtiredofthis"

Sbani:"Finemommyfine"

ShehuffedandwentaroundlookingforGod

knowswhat.Thischildisgoingtobethedeath

ofme.

Me:"Fine!Gotakethatdressandlistentome

carefullyyounglady,ifyouchangeyourmind

againwearecallingoffthisparty"



Shescreamedandjumpedupanddownthen

rantogetthedress.

WhenshegotbackIwenttopayandthenI

lookedbackonlytorealisethatmydaughteris

nowhereinsight.Istartedpanicking.

Me:"Sbani!!"

Haveyoueverfeltlikeyouarelosingyourmind?

That'sme,IranaroundtheshopbutIwasnot

seeingher.Irantothesecurityatthedoor.

Me:"E...excuse,I....mydaughter,please.Didn't

youseeayounggirlhere?"

Sec:"Whatwasshewearingma'am?There'sa

lotofkidscominginandoutofhere"



Me:"Pink....yesapinkdress,shehasafro

and....ohmyGodwhereismychild?"

Sec:"Ididn'tseeherma'am,maybeweshould

gocheckonthecctvfootage"

Inodded,theplasticIhadwasonthefloor.

Wegottothecameraroom,theycheckedthe

recentfootageand....ohnowhoisthatman?

Itshowedamanholdingherbyhandand

walkingoutofthestore.Icouldn'tholditin

anymore,Ijustwentdownandcried.Iwantmy

child.

Istoodupandranout,Ineedcamerasofthis



wholemall,wherewillIevenbeginlooking?

Iranout.

Sec:"Ma'am,youareleavingyourplastic"

Mxm doesshethinkIcareaboutthebloody

plastic.

Iranaroundlikeamadwomanbusycallingout

Sbani'sname.

[Narrated]

ThemanboughtSbaniicecream atmilkylane.



Sbani:"Youaresuchaniceperson,mommy

wouldkillmeifshefindsmeeatingicecream"

Man:"Yourmom doesn'twantyoutoeatice

cream?"

Sbani:"Wellshedoesbutonspecificdaysnot

everyday,shesaysitwillcausetoothdecayand

allthesesicknesses."

Themanwhispered.

Man:"Thendon'ttellherIgaveyou"

Shelaughed,shewasreallyhavingfunwiththis

stranger,hekeptontellinghim storiesthat

madeherlaugh.



Man:"Yourmom mustbeworriedaboutyou,let

metakeyouback"

Sbani:"Okay"

Shewasnotworriedorevenseeinganything

wrongwithwhatshedid.

Astheywerewalkingbacktheysawamessy

Oyintandorunningaround.

Sbani:"Mom!!!"

Oyirantoherandattackedherwithaverytight

hug.



#Unedited

#Goodnight

WhocouldbethestrangerthattookSbanifor

Icecream?Whilecrackingyourmindsaboutit,

I'llsayfindoutmoreonthecontinuation

tomorrow.

#BAHWWMP

Insert16.

Continued.

[Oyintando]

Icroucheddownandlookedstraightinto

Sbani'seyes.Ihaveneverbeensoscaredinmy

wholeentirelife.



Me:"SbaniwhatdidIsayabouttalkingto

strangers?"

Sheplayedwithherfingers,Iknowwhatthat

means.Shedoesthatwhensheiscookingupa

goodanswerforyou.

Sbani:"YousaidIshouldn'ttalktostrangers

becausetheywillstealmebutuncle...."

Me:"Heisnotyouruncle,heisastrangeryou

hearme?YouonlyhaveuncleMvelothat'sit!!

AreweclearSbani?"

Shenodded.



Me:"Doyouwantmetocanceltheparty?".

Sbani:"Nomommyplease,Ipromisetonever

talktostrangersanymore"

Isigheddeeply,asighofrelief.

Me:"Whatdoyousaynext?"

Sbani:"I'm sorrymommy"

Thebloodystrangerclearedhisthroat...Islowly

lookedathisdirection.Carvela,brentwoodand

GolfT-shirt...ifthatisn'tatypicalZuluoutfit

thenIdon'tknow.Istoodupandlookedathim.

Him:"Saw...."



Me:"Don'tyoudaresawuboname!!!Wherethe

helldoyougettherighttojusttakemychildfor

icecream?Whodoyouthinkyouare?"

Hesmiled...mxm bloodycharcoal.

Him:"Nkosazana,kahleulakabo.Ngegama

ngiwu...."

Me:"Idon'tcarewhatyournameis,youhad

absolutelynorighttojusttakemychildlike

that"

IturnedaroundandtookSbani'shand.

Me:"Let'sgo"



Sbani:"ByeuncleTK"

BloodyblackuncleTKsmiledandwaved

goodbye.

Wewentbacktothestorewewereat,Igotmy

plasticthenweleft.Ihadlostallthedesireto

shop.

Me:"Sbani?"

Sbani:"Yesmom"

Me:"Doyouwanttogetstolen?".



Sbani:"Butmommywhyarewegoingback

there?IsaidI'm sorry"

Isighedanddroveoff.Isuddenlygotemotional,

IthoughtIhadlosther.GodknowsIwasgonna

die.

Iwipedoffthetearsthatwereblindingmeand

tookaverydeepbreathe.

WhenwegothomeIthrewmyselfonthecouch.

Oluhle:"Youlooksadmorethantiredmom

what'swrong?"

Me:"Ifitisn'tyourlittlesister"

Shechuckled,everyoneknowsthatSbaniis



trouble.

Oluhle:"Whatdidshedonow?"

Itoldhereverything,shelaughed.Igavehera

lookthatasked"What'sfunny?"

Oluhle:"Sheissafemom,that'sallthatmatters"

Justthen,theintercom rang.

Oluwenttoopen.

Me:"WhoisitOluhle?"

Oluhle:"Deliveryforyoumommy"



Me:"Signit"

Aftersometimesshecamebackwithaboxand

abunchofflowers.

Me:"Whoarethosefrom?It'snotmybirthday?"

Oluhle:"Let'ssee"

Shetookthecardthatwasontheflowers.

Oluhle:"Mbalienhle,thisservesasanapology

forwhatIdid.Bekungeyonainhlosoyami

ukuk'caphukisa.Umuhleimpelantokazi,Iwould

lovetoseeyouagain.LoveThokozaniDlamini"



Irolledmyeyesbut....waitwaitwaitwhereon

earthdidhegetmyaddress?

Oluhle:"Someonehasanadmirer"

Me:"Mxm shutupandthrowthrowthose

flowersinthebin"

Sheopenedhereyeswide.

Oluhle:"What?Hellnomommy,I'm takingthem

tomyroom.Icoulddowithsomefreshflowers,

let'sseewhat'sinthebox"

Sheopeneditandwowsuchabeautifulneck

piece.Argghthatonemusthavestolenit,a

manwithbrownbrentwoodtrouserswould



neveraffordsuchabeautifulandexpensive

jewel.

Oluhle:"Wowmom!!!Niggamustbesointoyou,

forhim tobuyyouthis!"

Me:"Idon'tcareOluhleplease,anywaywhatdo

youknowaboutniggasthatareintoaperson?

Youareonlyingrade10and15"

Sherolledhereyes.

Oluhle:"Umm yahmom,15andingrade10not

stupid"

Me:"Whatever,I'm gonnagogetsomerest.

Pleaselookaftermisssmartypants.Whereis



Simbongileanyway?"

Oluhle:"Ohhhsorrymom Iforgottotellyou,dad

cametogethim.Apparentlytheyarehavinga

boysdayout.Hetriedcallingyoubutyouwere

notpickingup"

Me:"Okay"

Itookmyphoneandchecked,indeedthere

were3missedcallsfrom Sfiso.Musthavebeen

thattimewhenIwasrunningaroundlikeamad

woman.

Igotupandtookthenecklacewithme,Oluhle

gavemealookbutIwasnotabouttotalktoo

muchwithher,soIignoredherandwenttomy

bedroom.



ImmediatelywhenIputmyheadonthepillowI

driftedoftosleep.

#Unedited

#Goodnight.

It'sacontinuationfrom Yesterdaysoitcan'tbe

longlikeafullinsert.

#BAHWWMP

Insert17.

[Oyintando]

ItisfinallythedayofthepartyandIam pleased



withhoweverythingis,mydaughterissohappy,

I'm gladeverythingcametogetherbutmostof

allI'm gladIdon'thavetodealwithSbani's

indecisivetendencies.

Me:"Sotellmommyhowareyoufeeling?"

Sbani:"LikeaPrincessmommy,thankyouso

much"

Me:"Goodgirl,nowgotellOluhletocomedown

hereandhelp,weareabouttostart"

Sheranupstairs,theladiesandtheirkidskept

oncomingin.

Sihle:"NowthisplacelooksamazingOyi,Ilove



whatyoudidwiththetheme"

Me:"GirltrustmewhenIsayitwasnoteasy,

Sbanikeptonmakingdemands"

Theylaughed,Sbanicamedownwithhersister.

Myphonerang,it'sSfiso.

Me:"Hey"

Sfiso:"Hyum...lookIwon'tbeabletocometo

theparty,Ihavesomebusinesstodealwith,

pleaseapologisetotheprincessforme"

Iinwardlyrolledmyeyes,that'swhathedoes

bestlately.Hemissesthekids'importantdays



andsayhehas"Business"totakecareof.

Me:"Okaybye"

Sfiso:"Oyidon'tbelikethat"

Me:"Wastheresomethingelseyouwantedto

saySfiso?"

Sfiso:"Wellnobut...okayI'm sorry,tellSbaniI

saidHappybirthdayandI'llbringherabiggift"

Me:"Okay"

Ihungup.



Me:"Sbanidaddysayshecan'tcomebuthewill

buyyouagift"

Olu:"Whyam Inotsurprised?"

Me:"Oluhle"

Olu:"Mom it'strue,dadalwayshasexcuses

latelyandit'sgettingonmylastnerve"

SeewhatImean?LastweekOluwasgetting

awardsatschoolandasparentswehadtobe

attheawardceremony,hedidn'tcome.

Simbongilehadasoccermatch,stillhecouldn't

makeit.Ihavebecomeamotherandfatherof

mykidsandIstilltrymybesttomakesurethat

theydon'thatehim butit'sheadingthereandas

muchIdon'twantthathappening,Iwon'twinin



convincingthem becauseSfisokeepsongiving

them enoughreasonstoresenthim.

Me:"OluhleIknowbutyoudon'thavetogetall

workedupaboutitbaby"

Olu:"Whatevermom,canthepartyproceed?"

Isighedandaskedeveryonetogatheraround

thegardensowecanbegin,myPrincesswas

nolongerashappyasshewasinthemorning

andthatbrokemyheart.

Iwenttoherandkneeleddown.

Me:"Areyouokaybaby?"

ShenoddedbutIcouldseetearsforming.



Me:"Sbanimommyishear,soisOluand

Simbongile,Yourfriendsarealsoheresoyou

don'thavetobesadmybabyokay?"

Sbani:"Okay"

Me:"Doyouwanttoseewhatmommybought

you?"

Shesmiled,herbrightandbeautifulsmile.

Sbani:"Yesssyesmom"

Istoodup.



Me:"Okaybutwehavetosingforyoufirst"

Thepartybegan,wesangforherandshewas

soshy,thatgotmelaughingbecausethisisso

unlikeher.

Mvelo:"Okayokaykids,it'stimeforthegifts

andifyouhavenogift,yougetnocakeandyou

won'tplayontheslipperyslide.

Theyallstartedstartedshoutingandscreaming,

askingtheirmotherstogivethem thegift,we

couldn'thelpbutlaugh.

TheygaveSbanithegiftsandherbeingthediva

thatsheis,shewassohappyandshefeltso

speciallikeshe'stheonlypersonlivingon

planetearth.



Olugaveherthegiftshebought,itwasamake

upset,shegotupandhuggedhersister.

Me:"Oluhleamakeupset?Really?Whatismy

daughtergoingtodowiththis?"

Peoplelaughed.

Oluhle:"WelleveryoneIknowmylittlesister

lovesbeingbeautiful,sheisaladylikemom so

shewillteachherselfhowtoputmakeupon,I

don'tmindbeingherdoll,rightprincess?"

Shegiggledandsaidyes.

Simbongile:"Wellyouarethebeyonceofthe

housesosinceIdidn'tknowwhattobuyforyou,



Ithoughtwhynobutyouamicrophonesoyou

cansingforus"

Sbani:"Ohhhhyes"

Sheclappedherhands,welaughed.Regardless

ofeverything,thelovemykidshaveforeach

otherbringsmepeace,theirhappinessmakes

mecomplete.

LondekaboughtherahugeBarbiehousethen

Mveloboughtherahugesetofdolls.

Itookoutmygift,itwashuge.

Shestoodup,shewasreadytoseeit.

Iopeneditanditwasapinkbike.

Sherantowardsitandstartedjumpingupand



down,shehuggedmesotight.She'sbeen

askingforabikesoIthoughtwhynot,ithada

helmetandabasket.

Someguycametowardsus,hehadaclipboard

andagift.DeliveryguyIguess.

Hegreeted.

"DeliverymissSbani"

Everyonelaughed,Imeanwhodeliversforakid

really?

Sbani:"Thatwouldbeme"

AsIwasabouttosignshestoodup.



Sbani:"MommytheysaiddeliveryforMiss

SbaninotMissOyintando,socanIsignfor

myselfMrdelivery?"

Welaughed,Mrdeliverynodded.

Shesignedandtookthegift.

Me:"Thankyou"

Henoddedandleft,Sbaniopenedthegiftand

screamedherlungsout.

Sbani:"It'salaptopforkids,itwillteach

everythingIneedtoknowandithasacard,Sis

OlubecauseIcan'treadproperlypleaseread



forme"

Isupposeitcomesfrom Sfiso,itcountsfor

somethingright?

Oluhle:"ItsaysHappybirthdaylittleone,Ihope

youwillhaveabeautifulday.Iboughtyouthat

laptopbecauseyoutoldmeyouarestillyoung

andcan'treadproperly,Ihopeitwillteachyou

howtoreadandwrite...uncleTK"

Everyonelookedatme,theywantedtoknow

whouncleTKis.OnlyiftheyknewIalsodon't

knowhim exceptthatheisamadstrangerthat

keepsonsendingmegiftsandonlyGodknows

howheknowsmyaddress.

Sbaniwasevenafraidofbeinghappybecause

shethoughtIwouldscoldher.



Me:"It'sabeautifulgiftmyangel"

Shesmiledwithrelief.Thepartycontinued,we

atethengaveeveryonethecake.Thekidswent

toplay,westayedatthegardenwatchingthem

playwhilehavingourownconversation.

Asthedaywenton,peoplestartedleaving.All

inallitwasabeautifulday.

[Thokozani]

Mkhuseli:"KodwaSibalikhuludoyouthinkthis

isagoodidea?"

Me:"Whatareyouonabout?"



Mkhuseli:"YouknowwhatI'm talkingabout,

havingthatwomanfollowed,don'tyouthinkit's

gonnaturnheroff,nakhonawhendidyoustart

beingafraidofapproachingawoman?"

Me:"Mkhuselisheisnotjustawoman,there's

somethingabouther.Sheisnothingcompared

tothewomenI'vebeenwith,there'ssomething

invitingaboutherbutalsothere'sthatthingthat

makesmefearher,she'sintimidatingandyou

knowIdon'tdowellwithrejection"

Mkhuseli:"Soletmegetthisstraight,youlove

her?"

Hehadastupidsmirkonhisface.



Isighed.

Me:"Iloveherbafo,hemakesmeweak"

Helaughed.

Mkhuseli:"Clearly,theThokozaniIknowdoesn't

dolove,buttheoneI'm lookingatnowisinlove,

Ubabakwamelealungiseinkomozakhe"

Isighed,Ihaveneverfeltstronglyattractedtoa

womanthewayIam withthatwomen,Iam

naturallytalkativebutthattimeItookherchild

atthemallandshetoldwheretogetoff,Ifound

myselfnotknowingwhattosay.

MynameisThokozaniDlamini,Iam 38years



old.Iam awellknownbusinessman,Ifindit

veryfunnythatOyintandodoesn'tknowme

becausemykindof"Wellknown"isonethat

includesbeingonpapersdayindayout,Itryas

muchasIcantoliveanormallifebut

sometimesitbecomeshardbecauseeventhe

littlethingsIdo,youfindthem onthefrontpage

ofeverynewspaper.

LikewhenItookOyintando'sdaughter,thenext

papertobeprintedhad"THOKOZANIDLAMINI

TOOKCHILDWITHOUTMOTHER'SCONSENT

ANDWASTOLDWHERETOGETOFFBYTHIS

UNKNOWNBEAUTIFULLADY"

Ihadtodoeverythinginmypowertomakesure

thestorydisappearsbecauseIcouldn'thave

Oyintandoseeandruineverythingforme.

#Unedited
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[Oyintando]

Mondaysarealwayshecticforme,Ihaveto

drivethekidstoschool,drivetomycompanyto

checkhoweverythingwentovertheweekend

becausethat'swhenwegettodomostevents

thenlastlyIspendthewholedayatGC(Glam

Couture).Ijustarrivedatthestoreanditis

alreadypacked.

IwentstraighttomyofficeandjustasIsat

downPamelafollowedin.

Pamela:"Goodmorningmadam"



Me:"Morningdear"

Pamela:"How'sthemorning?"

Me:"Can'tsayit'sgood,Ihadalongandtiring

weekend,Ineedsomerest.Howareyou?"

Pamela:"I'm good,anywaywehaveranoutof

stock.Here'sthelist"

Itookitandthankedher,mydaybegins.Ihave

tomakephonecallsandorderthestockand

countalltheprofitand...and...and.

AsIwasbusymyphonerang,it'sCeleste.



Me:"Heypartner"

Celeste:"Heylove,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm sotired,howareyou?"

Celeste:"I'veneverbeenbetter,Ihavegood

newsandhopefullytheywillliftyourspirit"

Me:"Icoulddowithsomegoodnews"

Celeste:"Ijustagotacallfrom Percyof

BusinessawardsandGlam Couturehasbeen

nominatedundertwocategories,TheBusiness

oftheyearawardandwehavealsobeen

nominatedunderthewomenofnoteaward"



Me:"What?Youlie!!!"

Celeste:"LuckilyI'm not,girlwearedoinggood"

Ismiledwidely,nowIknowweareontheright

track,Ifeelgood.

Me:"Thoseareindeedgreatnews,sowhenis

theactualdayoftheawards?"

Celeste:"Thiscomingsaturday"

Me:"What?That'sashortnotice,wherewillI

getaperfectoutfit?"

Shelaughed,Iknowshe'sthinkingthatI'm

beingdramatic.



Celeste:"Wewillsortthatoutdon'tworry"

Me:"Yooohokayletmegetbusy,thanksfor

deliveringsuchgoodnewsinthemorning,Ifeel

rejuvinated."

Shelaughedandwehungup.

Wow,IreallyneverthoughtI'dseemyselfdoing

thisgood,letalonebeingabusinesswoman

thatisrecognisedbymany.Thisreallyliftedmy

spiritsup.

[Sfiso]

Me:"Babycomeon!!I'm gonnaleaveyou"



Shecamedownlookingalllavish,Sometimesit

getstomynerveswhenshetakesforeverto

prepareherself.Butwhensheisdone,Igetto

realisewhyshetooklong,sheissobeautiful.

EachtimeIseeherlookingthisbeautifulIfallin

lovewithheralloveragain.Herbabybump

makesherlookevenmorecuter.

Ismiled.

Vanessa:"I'm herenow,let'sgo"

Ikissedherandbrushedherstomach.

Me:"Youlooksexy"



Vanessa:"Don'tIalways?"

Me:"Gettingcockyaren'twe?"

Shegiggled...Ohhhyouareprobablywondering

whoVanessais,rememberthatladyImetat

theclub?TheonewhotookmehomewhenI

wasdrunkandIwokeupnexttoherthehe

followingmorning?yesthatone.Wehavebeen

togetherforayearnow,Itallstartedas

friendshipbutIguesswebothdeveloped

feelingsforeachothersowedecidedtogiveit

atryandthatledtoherfallingpregnant,I

couldn'tbehappier.

AnywaywegottothecarandIdroveto

Centurionmall,Idecidedtotakemywhitebaby

mamaoutfordinner.



........

Wefinallyarrived,parkedthecarandwalkedin

handinhand.

AswerewalkingIsawsomeoneIknow,Simi?I

haven'tseenherin3yearsnow,WhenOyileft

meIinsistedthatsheleavesbothmyoffices

andgofindanotherplace,Itoldhertostop

callingmeandshedidtomysurprise.

Shewaspushingababyonastroller.

ItriedactinglikeIdidn'tseeherbutshesawme

andcametowardsus.

ShelookedatmethenatVanessa.

Simi:"Whodowehavehere?SfisoKunene!

WowIneverthoughtI'dseeyouagainbutI

guessit'sonlymountainsthatdon'tbumpinto



eachother"

Me:"Simi"

That'sallIcouldsayhonestly.

Simi:"Ohhhey...I'm Simi,youare?"

ShesaidlookingatVanessa.

Vanessa:"I'm Vanessa"

Simi:"Nicetomeetyou,Ohhyouarepregnant?

Congratulations"

Vanessa:"Thankyou"



Shewasbored,AsIwastryingtowalkawaymy

eyeslandedonSimi'sbaby,IsawSbaniand

Oluhleinherandmyheartbeatchanged

instantly.Could......nononoitcan'tbe.

Shesawthelookonmyface,soshesmiled.

Simi:"SheisyoursSfiso,youreallyareababy

makerbuttrustmewhenIsayshedoesn'tneed

you,sheisgrowingverywellanddoingokay"

Me:"Simi!!Whythehelldidn'tyoutellme?You

keptmychildawayfrom me?"

Simi:"YousaidIshouldstayawayfrom you,

remember?Youblockedmynumbersafteryou

toldmetostopcallingyou,ItriedbutyousaidI



shouldleaveyoualone"

Vanessaletgoofmyhandandranoff,Ididn't

knowwhethertorunafterherorwhat,it'slike

myfeetweregluedtotheground.

Simi:"ByeSfiso,itwasniceseeingyouohby

thewayhernameisSiphosami"

Shewinkedandpushedthestrollerwalking

away,Iclosedmyeyeslettingitallsinkin,I

finallyrantotheparkinglotandfoundNessa

crying.

Me:"Baby"

Vanessa:"Takemehome"



Me:"Andourdate?"

Vanessa:"Idon'tcareaboutnofuckingdate

Sifiso,takemehomeokay?AndwhenIsay

homeImeanmyhousenotyours!!"

Me:"Comeonmylove,shemeansnothingto

meit's......."

ShewavedherhandtomyfaveandIknew

she'sdonetalking.

Isighedandgottothecar,Ilookedatherfora

while,shewaslookingoutsidethewindow,

brushingherbump.Isighedagainandstarted

thecar.



Iam breathingthroughthewound,HowcanI

havea3yearolddaughterandnotknowabout

her?HowevilcanSimibe?

#Unedited
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[Thokozani]

"Siryoursuitishere"



Me:"OkaythanksZamile,pleasetakeitforme,I

am busyrightnow"

Shenoddedandwalkedout.

WelljustsoyouknowIam thefounderandCEO

ofamediacompany,there'salotthatfalls

underthatword"Media"

ThereisTDbroadcasting,TDCharity,TD

ProductionandTDevents.

SothenameofmycompanyisTDmedia.

Weproducemostofthetelevisiondramas,

moviesandseries,wedoradiobroadcasting,

wedocharityworkbutIalsostartedan

orphanagebecauseIbelieveingivingbackand

helpingthoseinneed.

Ithenownaagriculturalcompany,itmainly

focusesinfarming,weprovidebig



supermarketswithMilkandmeat,fruitsand

vegetables.

SotrustmeIhavealotofmoney,notthatI'm

braggingbutit'shardtotellyouthetruthnoone

cantellthatIhavemoneyunlesstheyknowme

sinceIam wellknown,Ilovelivingasimplelife.

AnywaybacktowhatIam doingrightnow,Iam

preparingmyselffortheawardsthatare

cominguptomorrow.

IdecidetocallMkhuseli,heisonepersonIdo

everythingwith,hehandlesthebroadcasting

partofmycompany.

Mkhu:"Sibalikhulu"

Me:"MkhuseliSibalikhuluisyourdadnotme,

anywayIwantyoutopreparetheinterviewsfor



tomorrow,thebusinessawardswillbe

broadcastedlive"

Mkhu:"What?Sotheyaskedyoutotakethis

one?"

Me:"Yeah,whentheycalledtotellmeI'm

nominated,theyalsoaskedmetobroadcastfor

them"

Mkhu:"Mmm wearegoingtochowallthis

money"

Me:"EyMkhudoasIsayman"

Ihungup,Iknowhewillneverstop.Heloves

moneybutheislazy,Ijustlovewhathedidwith



TDbroadcasting,heisaBCgenius.

Ithenwentbacktodoingmyjob...*Sigh*Lately

Ican'tgoadaywithoutthinkingabout

Oyintando,thatwomanreallystolemyheart,to

apointofnoreturn.Ican'tevendowhatIused

todowiththegirlsthatentertainedmebefore.

IloveherandI'm preparedtosettledownifI

gettohaveher.

[Oyintando]

MygirlandIdecidedtotakeadayoffwork

today,weareataspa.Wereallywanttolook

andfeelgoodtomorrowattheawards,we

alreadyboughtourdressesandImustsayI'll

belookingallkindsofyummyinmyboobtube

redmermaiddress.It'smyveryfirsttime



attendingthiskindofeventformyself,Iusedto

attendwithSfiso.Iwashistrophywife,always

beingbyhissideandsupportinghim butthis

timeit'sdifferent,Iam attendingbusiness

awardsformyself.Ihavealltherighttobe

excitedandgooverboard.

Celeste:"SogirltellmeaboutthisuncleTKguy"

Me:"What'stheretotellthough?Idon'tmuch

abouthim,heisstalkingmeandIreallyhate

whatheisdoing"

Celeste:"Maybehelikesorlovesyouhey"

Me:"Sowhynottellmeinsteadofactingall

creepy?"



Celeste:"Maybeheisscared,friendhaveyou

seenhowintimidatingyouarelately?Youhave

thisseriousface"

Ikeptquite,am Ireallyintimidating?

Me:"Ahhhwell....."

Shelaughed,wecontinuedwithourmassages

atthespathenweheadedtothesalonandhad

ourhairandnailsdone.

Me:"BabesI'm amotherof3sodutycalls"

Wehuggedandwentseparateways,Celeste

hasnochildandshehasnoplansofhavingone

anytimesoon.Shesaysshestillwantstohave



funwithoutthinkingofthekids,soit'sdifferent

forme.

AsIwaswalkingtomycar,someonecalledmy

name.Iturnedtolookanditwas....God!!!Iam

havingaverygoodday,canitnotberuined?

Simi:"Hey,wowyoulook...different,good

different"

Me:"Thanks"

IopenedthecarandputthelittleplasticsIhad

atthebag,whenIclosedthedoorshewasstill

standingthere.

Ifrowned.



Simi:"DidSfisotellyouthatyourkidshavea

sister?"

Whatdoesshemean?

Me:"Asister?Whatsister?"

Simi:"Ihaveadaughter,Sfisoisthefather"

Ismiled,Idon'tknowifsheistryingtohurtme

orwhatbutit'snotworking.Nothingconcerning

Sfisohurtsmeanymore,I'vebeenthere,done

thatandI'm notabouttodoitanymore.

Me:"Ohisit?Congratulationsmawakhe,if

there'snothingelseIhavetogetgoing,Mykids



arewaitingformeatschool,I'm sureeven

yoursiswaitingforyou"

Igottothecarandhootedforherasshewas

stillstandingthere.

Idroveoffandwenttogetmykidsfrom school.

Ihonestlydon'thavetimeforSfiso'sdrama.

...........

Iam backfrom pickingthekidsupfrom school,

MygirlsandIarejustcomingupwithideasof

whatwewillbeeatingtonight,thebigboyis

busyontheplaystation.

Olu:"Mom there'sMrDfoodthesedaysyou

know?Youdon'treallyhavetocook"



Sbani:"Orbetteryetmom,youknowthere's

Debonair'spizzaandtheydeliverforfree"

Ilaughed,thesetwoaretooextra.

Wefinallyalldecidedonorderingpizza.

Aswewerewaitingforthefoodmyphone

rang...unknownnumber.

Me:"Hello"

Silence.

Me:"Hellooo"

Icheckedthecall,itwasstillonbuttheperson



wasquitesoIdecidedtohangup.

Ourfoodcame,weatethenIretiredtobed

earlierthanusual.Ineedmybeautysleep,

tomorrowit'sabigday.Itoldmyselfthat

whetherwewinornot,thenominationinan

achievement,itprovesthatwearegood.

[Narrated]

VanessahasbeenangryatSfiso,shealso

didn'tknowwhetheritwashormones

contributingtotheangerorwhat.

SheneverwentbacktoSfiso'shousesincethe

daytheysawSimi,soSfisocametoher.



Hewascarryingabunchofflowerandaboxof

chocolates.

Sfiso:"Mylove,Imissyou"

DeepdownVanessaalsomissedhim.

Sfiso:"Iboughtyourfavourites"

ShesmiledandtooktheflowerstotheVase

andcamebacktosit,shedevouredonthe

chocolates.

Vanessa:"Sifiso...IloveyoubutI'm scaredof

lovingyouandmoreoverI'm scaredtoknow

howmyfuturelookslikewithyou"



Sfisofrowned,confusedastowhereallthis

comesfrom.

Sfiso:"BabyIloveyouandyouneednotbe

scaredofanything"

Vanessa:"Sifisoyouhavethreekidswithyour

exwife,youhaveakidwithyourexwhatever

andnowI'm pregnantwithyourchild,whereis

stabilitythere?I'm sureevenyourkidsdon't

knowyouanymore"

Sfisosighed.

Sfiso:"IknowbabyandIpromiseIwon'tleave

youorourbaby,Itisnotmyintentionnot

spendingtimewithmykids,Ilovethem butthey

knowI'm busy"



Vanessasighed,shewasdefeatedbecauseto

heritwasclearthatSfisodidn'tunderstand

whatshewasonabout.

Vanessa:"ThelastthingIwantisyourkids

hatingmeandsayingIchangedyouormade

youneglectthem,gospendtimewiththem,

don'tmakemequestionyourfatherhood"

Sfiso:"OkayloveI'lldoso,Ihavegreatnews

though"

Vanessalookedathim,shethoughttoherself

howsheloveshim.

Sfiso:"I'm nominatedatthebusinessawards,

soIneedyoutobetherewithme"



Vanessa:"Ohhwowbabe,that'snice.I'm proud

ofyou,congratulationsandgoodluckI

hope....waitdidyousayyouwannagowith

me?"

Sfiso:"Yeslove"

Vanessa:"Butbabyit'sshortnotice,wherewillI

findaperfectdress?"

Sfiso:"Don'tworryyourselfaboutanything,I

arrangedastylist"

Vanessa:"Wellthenweshallgo"

Theysatthereplanningfortomorrow.
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[Oyintando]

Itisfinallythatdayoftheawards,Iam done

bathing.Ijusthaven'tdressedupbecauseI'm

goingtodropthekidsoffatLondeka'sthenI'll

dressupthereandheadstraighttothevenue.

Simbongile:"Butmom whyareyounotgoing

withus?"



Me:"Mom wouldlovetogowithyoubabybut

nokidsareallowed"

Henodded.

Olu:"Yooohyou'llbeslayingmama,thatdress

istodiefor"

Sbani:"Andyourhair,SisOluourmom isreally

beautifulneh?"

Olu:"Shereallyisbeautifulmyangel,wealso

goingtobebeautifullikeherwhenwegrow

older"

Ismiled,theyreallyremindmeofhowMvelo



andLondekausedtobewhentalkingtome,

theytreatedmelikearealprincess,our

relationshipwasexactlythesametheirs.

Me:"Youwillbemorebeautifulthanme,have

youseenyourselves?"

Simbongile:"I'llbechasingafteryour

boyfriends"

Olu:"OhpleaseI'm yourbigsisterwena,you

can'tbechasingaftermyboyfriend"

Simbongile:"ButalsokeepinmindthatI'm the

onlybrotheryouhave,meaningprotectingyou

ismyresponsibility,nomatterhowoldyouare"



Ichuckledandshookmyhead,ifthere'sone

thingI'm alwaysgratefulforishavingthem as

mykids,asimperfectmylifeissometimesbut

thispartofitisverymuchperfect.

Sbani:"BhutiIwon'thaveaboyfriend,mom will

hitme,rightmom?"

Me:"Iwon'thityoumybabybutIdon'twantyou

tohaveaboyfriend"

Shenodded.

Thedrivebecameashortoneallbecauseofmy

talkativenunus.

Wefinallyarrived,droveinandthekidsgotoff.

Me:"Knockknockfam"



Ndeka:"HeymissNominee"

Wehugged,shehuggedthekidsaswelland

theydisappearedimmediately.

Ndeka:"Let'sgogetyoudressedamddolledup

mntase,youdon'twannabelate"

Me:"Yeahlet's"

Wewenttothesparebedroom,Ilaidoutmy

dressonthebed,shegasped.

Ndeka:"Oyi!!!!Damnthedressissogorgeous,

yourcurveswillfitperfectlyintoit"



Me:"Right?OhhIcan'twait"

Ndeka:"Okay....okay,sitsoIcandoyourmake

up"

Isatonthebed,shestyledmyhairfirst,then

didmagiconmyface,ifthere'sonethingItrust

herforisdoingafacebeat,sheisgood.

Ndeka:"Done!Youlooklikeablackbarbie"

Istoodupandwenttolookatmyselfonthe

mirrorandboyohboy!!!!Thesmokeyeyes!The

redandImeanverydarkredlipstickonmylips,

themagicthatthevolumemascaradidonmy

lashesandmyeyebrows.



Me:"Mntase"

Itcameoutasawhisper,guysrememberwhen

ItoldIloveanaturallook?Ihaveneverdone

thiskindofmakeupandseeingmyselflooking

likethisisalot,Iam sobeautifulifIcansayso

myself.

Ndeka:"Yousobeautifulmntase".

Me:"OhmyGod,thankyou"

Ndeka:"Alrightgetdressed"

Shehandedmemydressed,Igotinsideitand

Haaaa!!!Boysandgirlsthisbabymamaright

lookedallsortsofyummyandreadytobeeaten.



IworemyblackLouisVuittonpointyheelsthen

tookmyLVclutch.

Wegotoutoftheroom,Ndekabusyshowering

mewithcomplements.

Oluhleappearedandhermouthwashanging

open.

Oluhle:"Haibomaweyingane!Isthatyou?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Yephoney,itisthemotherofthree"

Olu:"Wowmom youlookamazing"



Me:"Thankyoumyangel,guysIhavetoget

going,Celesteisprobablywaitingforme.

Theywishedmeluck,sadlybothLondekaand

Mvelocan'tbethere.Ndekawillbelookingafter

thekidsandMveloisinCapetown,business

thingsbuthesentmeamessagewishingme

luck.

AnywayIleftanddrovestraighttoEmperor's

palace,that'swherethevenueoftheawardsis.

..............

AfteranhourdriveduetotrafficIfinallyarrived,

parkedthecarandwhenIgottotheexact

venueandcameraswereflashingleftrightand

centre.ItextedCeleste,shetoldmesheis

alreadyinsoIhadnootherchoicebuttowalk



inalone.

AssoonasIgottotheredcarpet,cameras

flashedatmeevenmore.

"Ma'am areyouthesameladythatshoutedat

MrDlaminiatthemall?"

Me?Shout?MrDlamini?HaiiiIguessthismake

upmakesmelooklikesomebodyelse,Iignored

herandraninside.

Whew!!!Iwonderhowcelebritiesdoit,because

wowmeIcan'tkeepup.

AsIwastryingtofindCelestewithmyeyes,

theylandedonSfisoinstead.Healsosawme

andapproachedme.Hewaswithawhiteand

tallbeautifullady,walkinghandinhand.



Sfiso:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Ilookedatthelady,sheispregnant.Ithen

lookedbackatSfiso.

Me:"Hellotoyoutoodearexhusband,what

wasyourquestionagain?OhwhatIdoinghere?

Konjewhatishappeninghere?"

Sfiso:"Businessawards!Awardsmeantfor

businesspeople"

Heissoarrogant,whendidhebecomesorude?

OhmaybetheSfisoIknewwasthefakeone

andrightnowtheoneI'm lookingatisthereal

one.



Haaa!!Butthelookheisgivingmeisenough

formetorealisethatheseeshowbeautifulI

am.

Me:"Great!IguessnowyouknowwhyI'm here"

Islowlyturnedtowalkawaybuthepulledme

back,hurtingmeintheprocess.Iflinched.

Me:"Youarehurtingme!!"

Sfiso:"Youareprobablydoingwhatyoudobest,

accompanyingaman!!Wherethehellaremy

kids?"

FortheloveofJesuscanhenotirritateme?



Me:"Leave!!My...hand!"

Isaidthatroughlypullingitaway.

"Ngabekonkekuhambakahlela?"

Weallturnedtolookatthispersonwithabold

voicetalking.

Dark,buff,yummy,yummy,Darkandyummy.

Mmmmh!

Iwalkedtohim andrappedmyarm aroundhis.

Me:"Ohyesbabyalliswell,let'sgo"

Hehesitatedatfirstbutasitregisteredtohim



thatI'm trynafakethisheloosenedup,we

walkedaway.Goshhesmellssoexpensive.

Whenwefinallygotawayfrom Sfisonyana

wakhona,Iletgoofhisarm.

Me:"Thankyousomuchfor......"

Ohhellno!!!It'sthatbrentwoodandcarvelaguy.

Theguywhostolemychild,thestalker.

Hesmiled,heavenlyfather!Isitreallyhim?Why

ishesohandsometonight?ThatdaywhenI

sawhim hewasveryblackbuttodayheisdark,

heishandsome.

Him:"Howareyountokazi?"



Me:"I'm good,thanksagainforplaying

along....I....the....Ihavetogofindmyfriend"

Him:"Icanhelpyoufindher"

Ashewastalking,Igotlostinthemovementof

hislips,hiseyesaresobeautiful,heisso

handsome.

Him:"Mama!"

Me:"Mmmm umm...sorryyou...nevermind"

Ilefthim andwenttostandfarawayfrom her,I

breathedinandout.Whatwasthat?"



Aftercatchingmybreath,IcalledCeleste.She

toldmethetablenumbersoIlookedforitand

foundit.

Me:"Heybabe"

Shestoodupandhuggedme.

Celeste:"Youlookstunning,I'vebeenwaiting

foryou"

Me:"Mxm Icouldhavebeenhereawhileagoif

itwasn'tformyexhusbandwhothinksIneed

toanswertohim"

Igotaglassofchampagneanddowneditin

onego,thenItookanother.Ireallyneededit,



afterwhathappened.

ItoldCelestequarterofwhathappened.

"Goodeveningladiesandgentlemen!CanIhave

yourattentionplease......thankyou,thankyou.

MynameisPrudenceMasingaandI'llbeyour

hostforthenight......"

Shewentonanontalkingandjustlikethatthe

nightbegan.Icouldn'thelpbutthinkaboutMr

buffanddarkguy.

[Narrated]

"Thisawardismeanttocelebratewomenin

business,womenwhodoinggoodandwomen



inspiringtheyoungandtheoldtobecomeof

betterversionsofthemselves.Thiscategoryis

Thewomanofnoteandtheawardgoes

to.....OyintandoMbatha"

Oyididn'thearhernamebeingcalled,she

clappedherhandsandonlywhenCeleste

pokedherdidsherealisethatthenamethat

wascalledishers.

Shestoodupandwenttothestage.

Oyi:"Wow!I....whew!!WheredoIbegin?Iwould

firstliketothankGod,itisbecauseofHim that

Ireceivedthisaward,honestlyIwasnot

expectingit,IhadeventoldmyselfthatevenifI

getnothing,I'dstillbeproudofmyselfforbeing

nominated.Iwouldthenliketothankmy

brotherandsisterforthesupport,forpushing

metobethebestversionofmyselfandfor



alwaysbeingthereandencouragingme.I

wouldalsoliketothankmybusinesspartner

Celesteforwelcomingmeintoherbusiness

andallowingmetobringtothetablemyideas

andmakingGlam Couturewhatitis,Iloveyou

friend.AndtoalltheOSSOeventssupporters,

thankyouverymuch.Iam becauseofyou,

thankyouallsomuch"

Shethentookherawardandwentbacktothe

seat.

Sfisocouldn'tbelieveit,hewasliterallyfeeling

hot.Hegotupfrom thechairandwenttothe

bathroom thencameback.

Vanessalookedathim thensighed.



Vanessa:"Youstillloveher,don'tyou?"

Sfiso:"What?nobaby,Ijustcan'tbelieveshe

gotanaward,Iloveyounother"

Vanessanodded.

Theawardscontinued.

"Underthecategoryofbusinessmenoftheyear

theawardgoestoThokozaniDlamini"

Theyclappedhandsashestoodup.Hegotto

thestageandthankedeveryonethenwentback

tositdown.

"Wecalledoutalltheawardsandweonlyhave



oneawardleftandtheawardforbusinessof

theyeargoesto.....Glam couture!!!!"

Everyonestoodupandclappedhandsexcept

theshockedSfiso,asthegirlsmadetheirway

tothestagetocollecttheiraward.

Celestenarratedalittleonhowshestarted

Glam Coutureandhowitstartedboomingwhen

Oyijoinedforceswithher,thenfinallytheywent

backtositdown,theyweresohappy.

PeoplekeptonCongratulatingthem,business

oftheyearisbig.

[Thokozani]



IgotthreeawardsandImustsayI'm veryproud

thateveryyearI'm addingthem.

Anywaylet'snottalkaboutthat,let'stalkabout

Oyi.

Damn!!Howpossibleisitforapersontolook

sobeautiful?Sheisagoddess.

Isawherapproaching,Idecidedtomeether

halfway.Iknowforsureshewasnotcomingto

mebutI'm stoppingher,Ican'tloosean

opportunitytotalktoher.

Me:"Mama,singakhuluma?"

Shelookedlikeshewasshocked.



Oyi:"Iam...."

Me:"Please...just5minutes"

Shesighedandagreed.

Wewalkedtoamorequieterplace.

Me:"Youlookamazing"

Shesmiled,myheartbeatchanged.

Oyi:"Thankyou"

Me:"Congratulationsontheawards"



Oyi:"Thanksagain,tellmehere,whyareyou

stalkingmesomuch?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"I'lltellyouifyouagreetogooutwithme

sometimetomorrow"

Sheutteredalow"Wow"

#Goodnight

#Unedited

Tobecontinued.

GuysNxeseni,networkjustdisappeared,even

nowit'sbad.



PleaseNoteOSSOeventsisOyi'sindividual

company,anditisthefirstletterofherandhe

kids'names.

Insert21.

[Oyintando]

Ihadaverybusyandtiringweekendyet

amazingone,aftertheawardsonSaturday,on

SundayMveloinsistedthatwedoalittlebraai

tocelebratemy"achievements"asheputsit.It

reallywasreallyfunbuttodayit'smondayandI

feellikeIwashitbyatrain,mywholebodyis

sorefrom allthedancingIdidyesterday.Buta

girl'sgottadowhatagirl'sgottado.



AfterdrivingthekidstoschoolIdecidedto

drivetothemall,Ididn'thavebreakfastathome

becauseIwokeupabitlaterthanusual,Ionly

managedtomakecerealforthekidsandwellI

don'teatcerealssomybreakfasttakestimeto

makesoIwilljustbuymuffinsatMuggnBean.

AssoonasIarrived,Iparkedthecarand

walkedout.

Alleyeswereonme,Ilookedatmyselftoseeif

somethingiswrongwithhowI'm wearingormy

hairmaybe,Itookmyphoneanduseditasa

mirrortoseeifmyfacelooksokayandwell

accordingtome,Iam allgoodbutpeopleare

stilllookingatme,somearepointing.

IwalkedtoMuggnBeanandthosewhowere

mindingtheirbusinessstartedlookingatmeas

well,OhGodwhatishappening?



Therewasaladystandingnexttome,Itouched

her.

Me:"Excuseme...hellohowareyou?"

Her:"HyI'm goodthanks"

Me:"Whyarepeoplestaringatme,isthere

anythingwrongwithme?"

Shelookedatmeasiftofindsomethingthen

shefrownedandshookherheadslowly.

Her:"NooooIseenothingwrong,tomeyou

lookgood"

Isighedandthankedher,luckilyImanagedto



buymythreemuffinsthenIquicklyleft,the

staresweregettingreallyuncomfortable.

............

Arrivingatworking,Igotinsidetheboutique

andtherewerealreadycustomers,assoonas

theysawme,thoselooksIgotatthemall

started.

IwalkedtoPreciousassoonasIgottoherthe

firstthingI'm welcomedbyisanewspaperwith

apictureofmestandingwiththatdarkguyand

theheadlinethatsaysNEW WOMANIN

THOKOZANIDLAMINI'SLIFE,

Igasped.Whoonearthisthisguy?Whatishe

knownfor?Whatdotheymeannewwomanin

hislife?Am Ithewomaninhislife?

IquicklylookedupatPreciousonlytofindher

lookingatme.



Me:"Canwetalkinmyoffice?"

Shegiggled,sheiscrazythisonebutthisisnot

thetime.

Precious:"Morningtoyoutooma'am"

Me:"Precious!!!Haiiimanlet'sgo"

Shelaughedandstoodup.

Wegottomyofficeandtossedmybagonthe

table,alsoputthemuffinsdownthenIlooked

her.

Me:"Whyam Ionpapers?"



Okaywhyam Iputtingitasifsheprintedthe

paper?Arggshe'llunderstandwhatImean.

Precious:"BecauseMaOyanayouwerespotted

withoneofthebiggestandwellknown

businessmen"

Biggest?Wellknown?Doesitmakehim well

knownifIdidn'tknowhim?Awellknownperson

hastobeknownbyeveryoneright?Ormaybe

not.

Me:"Wellknownforwhat?YesIknowheisa

businessmanbecausehegotawardsbuthow

doesthatmakehim wellknown?Ialsogotan

awardbutI'm nottrendingokayIunderstand

I'm thenewcomerinthis,Sfisomyexhusband

isalsobiginhisownright,heusedtoget

awards,hehasneverbeenonpapersfor



somethinglikebeingspottedwithsomeone,it's

alwaysbeenthosefewinterviewsnjeregarding

business"

Shelaughedandshookherhead.

Precious:"Ohwellthere'snothingIcansay

otherthanyoushouldgetusedtoseeing

yourselfonpapersbecausethatmanisalways

andforeveronpapersforeachandeverylittle

thinghedoes....Ihavetogetbacktowork

madam,justgooglehim"

Shewinkedatmeandwalkedtothedoor,when

shegotthere,sheopenedthedoorandstopped.

Precious:"AndOyinotonlyishefamousbuthe

ishottoo"



Me:"Mxm phuma"

Shelaughedandleft,Itookmylaptopand

searchedTHOKOZANIDLAMINIongoogleand

theresults....ohheavenlyfather!!!Myfaceisall

overtheinternet!!!

*MrDlaminiseemstohavefoundhimselfa

gorgeouswoman....there'sapictureofme

holdinghishandthattimeIwaspretendingto

behisgirlfriend.

*Isn'tshethesamewomanwhotoldwhereto

getoffatthemall?

Haibo!!!ThattimeIwasenteringtheawards

venueonejournalistaskedifI'm theonethat



shoutedMrDlaminiatthemallandIdidn't

knowwhathewastalkingabout....kanti???Oh

jesusChrist.

IwenttohisBiographyandreadeverything

aboutanditallmadesensewhyheisfamous,I

sighedandgotoutoftheinternet.

Istartedworkingwithmymindalloverthe

place.Icalledreceptionandaskedthem to

bringmecoffee,Icoulddowithsomeenergy.

Soontheybroughtit,asIwaseatingmyoffice

phonerang.

Me:"Glam couture,Oyintandospeakinghow

canIhelpyou?"

Iheardachuckledthenasigh.



Caller:"Sawubonantombienhle"(Hello

beautifullady)

It'shim,hisvoiceisdeepandbold.Itgivesme

goosebumps,Oyibreathin....

Me:"Hy,howcanIbeofhelp?"

Itriedtoremainascalm asIpossiblycan.

Thokozani:"CanItakeyououtforlunchtoday?"

Me:"I....wellIcan't,I'm verybusytodaysoI

won'tbegoingforlunch"

Thokozani:"Ohhhhaiiikulungile,I'llbuyuslunch

andcometoyouroffice"



Heeeeh!!!Thisguy,thenextthingyouknow

they'llbesayingMrDlaminispottedhaving

lunchwithnewwomaninhislife.

Me:"Ohno...I....."

Thokozani:"NomoreexcusesSthandwasam,if

youcan'tgotolunchthenlunchcometoyou,

letmegetbacktowork.I'llseeyouinafew"

Hehung...didhejusthanguponme?Isighed

andgotbacktowork.

[Thokozani]

I'vebeenbusyworkingherebutIdon'teven



knowwhatI'm doingexactlybecauseIdon't

seem togetanythingdone.AllI'm thinkingoff

rightnowisOyintandoandIcan'twaitany

longerforlunch.Isawthepaperanditreally

gotmenervous,sheprobablysawitandas

muchIdon'tcareanymoreaboutwhatthe

paperssayaboutme,thelastthingIwantisfor

them towritethingsabouther,itcouldruinmy

chanceswithherandIsweariftheyruinthings

forI'llsueeachandeverynewspaperthereis.

Idecidedtotakemycarkeysandwallet,Idrove

offtoHardRock,itisoneofmyfavouritefood

outlets.

IgotthereandboughtusfoodthenIwentto

buyherflowers.whenIgottotheboutiqueit

waslunchtimealready,Iwalkedinandpeople

startedlookingatmebutIdon'tevencare,I'm

usedtothis.



Igottotheladysittingonthehelpdesk,Imust

saytheydidabeautifuljobwiththisplace,I've

neverbeentoaclothingstorewithhelpdesks?

NotthatIcanthinkof.

Assoonasshesawmeshegotup.

Her:"Gooddaysir,welcometoGlam couture"

Me:"Hello,thankyou.I'm hereforMissMbatha"

Shenoddedandtookthephone,callingherI

guess.

Her:"Ma'am MrDlaminiislookingforyou...okay

willdo"

Shehungupandlookedatme.



Her:"Youcangothrough,whenyougostraight

there'sawhitedooronyourleft,justknock

there"

Ithankedherandwenttowhereshedirected

me,Iknocked.

"Comein"

Iopenedandwalkedin.Shelookedsobeautiful,

Ismiled.

Me:"Sawubonamama"

Shesmilednervously.



Oyi:"Hy...pleasesit"

Iputtheflowersonthetabletheopenedthe

chairtositon,Itheputthefooddownaswell.

Me:"Beautifulflowersforabeautifullady"

Oyi:"Whosaidtheyarebeautiful"

Ifrowned,Iwasdisappointed.Shethenlaughed.

Oyi:"I'm joking,thankyoutheyarebeautiful"

Ibreathedout.

Me:"Yougotmethere"



Oureyesmet,shequicklylookedaway.

Ialwaysgetlostinhereyes,herbeautyisalot.

Me:"Ngicelaungibuke"(Pleaselookatme)

Sheslowlydid,Iheldherhand.

Me:"YouaskedmewhyIwasstalkingyou,do

youreallywannaknow?"

Shelookeddownandnodded.

Me:"Ngiyak'thandamama,Ilovedyoufrom the

firstdayIsawyou,ifIdidn'tknowbetterIwould



sayungithakathekwaMaimai"(Youbewitched

me)

Shelaughed,thesoundofherlaughedismusic

tomyears.

Oyi:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Me:"Ungasholuthosthandwasam,let'seat.All

youcandoisthinkwhenistheperfectdayfor

metosendoSibalikhulukwaMbatha"

Shesmiled,Iopenedthefoodandgaveherher

share.

Itbecamesilentforawhile.



Oyi:"Sobeingonpapers,isithowyoulive?"

Istoppedeating,I'm guessingshesawthe

papers.

Me:"Ngiyaxolisamama,Ididn'tmeanforanyof

thattohappen,it'ssomethingIhavenocontrol

over,Iwilltrybyallmeanstomakesurethey

writenothingaboutyou"

Oyi:"Notonlyam IonpapersbutI'm alsoall

overtheinternet"

Isighed,couldthismeanIwon'thaveher?

Me:"I'llhavethem removed"



Shenoddedandstartedeating,Icouldn'teat...I

justlookedather.

Oyi:"Igotthosekindofstaresenoughtoday,

pleasedon'taddonthem,it'suncomfortable"

Me:"Theonlydifferencebetweenmystareand

everybodyelse'sstaresisthatmineisfullof

love"

Shekeptquite,Itookheronehand,itwas

shaking.

Me:"Uthandoolunjelubuhlungumama,it'svery

toxic.Iloveyouandit'skillingmebecauseeach

andeverydayI'm prayingforthedayyouwill

finallybemine"



Shetookherhandfrom me,Itookmyfoodand

ate.

HowcanIloveapersonsobad?

Oyi:"Thankyouforlunch,itwasnice.Mylunch

timeisoverthough"

Inoddedandcontinuedeating.

Shelookedatmeandfrowned.

Me:"What?YoumayworkwhileIsithere,my

lunchtimeisnotover"

Shelaughed.



Oyi:"Ican'tworkwithyousittinghere"

Me:"Kulungile,ngizohamba.CanItakeyouout

tonight?"(It'sfineI'llgo)

Sheshookherhead.

Oyi:"No,Idon'twannaseemyselfonpapers

again"

Me:"Youhavetogetusedtoitbaby,youare

goingtobeMaDlaminisoon"

Sheraisedhereyebrow.

Me:"Itwasniceseeingyouumuhleimpela,I'll

pickyouupatseven"(Youarereallybeautiful)



Oyi:"Ihavekids,Ican'tjustgoasIplease"

Me:"Wewillsortthatoutmamaplease,just

agreetogooutwithmethenIwilltakecareof

thesituationwiththekids"

Shesighed.

Oyi:"Youdon'tgiveupdoyou?"

Me:"GivingupwouldmeanI'm notserious

aboutyou,soI'lltakethatasayes?"

Shenodded.



Me:"Great,I'llaskmysistertoborrowmeher

nanny,I'llcomewithherwhenIpickyouup"

Oyi:"Okaythen"

Istoodup.

Me:"Okaybyefornow,Ngiyak'thandayezwa"(I

loveyouokay?)

Shegiggledandnodded.

Me:"Youcanalwayssayyoulovemetoo"

Shestoodupandopenedthedoorformewith

asmileon.



Oyi:"Bye...thanksforlunchoncemore."

Me:"Ahug?Evenakissisfine"

Shelaughedandpushedmeout,Iwasplease

withmyself.KnowingImadeherlaughisgood

enoughforme.IdrovetoworkplayingBrian

Mcknight

'Oneyoulikeadream cometrue...

Twojustwannabewithyou....

Threegirlit'splaintoseethatyourtheeonly

oneforme....

Isangalongwithahugegrinonmyface,Ican't

waittoseeheragain.



[Sfiso]

SoOyintandoisreallyinarelationshipwith

ThokozaniDlamini,sheisnowalloverthe

papersandinternet.Howcanshebeso

careless?Sheisamotherandherbeing

famousmightendangermykids.

Vanessa:"Sifisoyoualsomovedonwithyour

lifeforheavensake,whycan'tshedothe

same?"

Me:"VanessasheIhavenoproblem withher

movingon,it'swhoshemovedonwiththatI

haveaproblem with!Shewillputmykidsin

danger!"



Vanessa:"HowwillshedothatSifiso?Admitit

youarejealous,youstillwishyouhadher,she

turnedouttobesomethingyouneverthought

shewouldbe"

Me:"GetoutVanessa!!!"

Shelookedatmeandchuckled.

Vanessa:"WithpleasureandIwantyoutoknow

thatassoonasIstepoutofthatdoor,youwill

nevereverseemeagain,Iam donewithyou

Sifiso,it'sclearthatyoustillloveyourexwife

andIcan'thaveyoutalkabouthereverychance

youget,wewilljustseeeachotherwhenthe

childisconcerned"

Shetookherbagandlookedatme.



Vanessa:"PleasepackupallthestuffIhad

here,I'llhavesomeonepickthem up"

Sheleft,Isatdownandbrushedmyfacein

frustration.

DoIstillloveher?MaybeIstilldobuteitherway

itdoesn'tmeanIwillletheroffthehook,Iam

takingthematterofthekidstocourt,Iam

fightingforcustody.

Ilookedatthenewspaperagainandthrewit

away.

#Unedited

Toalltheladiesthatboughtmedatathankyou



somuchmyloves,Ireallyappreciateit.

Thisgoesouttoya'll

1.XM Gatsheni

2.AmeliaVassBrummage

3.MbuliEntleThulisa.

I'llpostanotheronelater♥♥♥

Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Insert22.



[Oyintando]

Todaytheboutiquewasbusierthanusual,soI

hadtobeatthestorelongerthanIhad

anticipated.AnywayIfinallyknockedoffandI'm

drivinghome.TobehonestIam dogtired,I'm

notfeelingthewholedinnersituationwith

Thokozani,whotakesapersonoutona

mondayanyway?

Iarrivedathome,IhadaskedLondekatopick

thekidsupformesinceIcouldn'tknockoff

early.

Ifoundthem havingicecream onthecouch,I

thinktheyaretestingme.

Me:"Whatdayisittoday?"



Olu:"Hellotoyoutoomother"

Igaveheradeathstare,sheknowsverywell

Sbanihassugarrush,Idon'twantthem eating

sweetthingsduringtheweek,moreespeciallyif

it'sthislate.Sbaniwon'tbesleeping,shewillbe

havingloadsofenergyandagainit'susthat's

supposetolistentoherstories.

Sbani:"It'smondaymom"

Shespeakswhilewatchingcartoons,mxm I

won'twinthisone.

Me:"Howareyoubabies?"

Simbongile:"Wegood,mom whyisdadno



longercoming?"

Me:"Idon'tknowbaby,I'm sureheisbusy,you

knowherunsbusinesses"

Henodded.IaskedhowtheirdaywasandIam

gladtohearthatitwasgood,theyallhadfun.

Me:"Soguys...."

Theylookedatme,exceptofcoursevampirina

here.

Me:"Ihaveafriendthatwantstotakemeout

fordinnertonight,so....Iwillbeleavingyouwith

ananny"



Simbongile:"Isyourfriendaman?"

Inodded,healsonodded.

Olu:"Mom Idon'tthinkthere'saneedfor

nanniesher,Icantakecareofthekidsand

myself"

Me:"AndIdon'tdoubtthatforasecondmy,I

justtomakesurethatSbanidoesn'tgiveyou

problems"

Sbanilookedatmethenbackathervampirina

onTV.

Sbani:"Mom areyousayingI'm trouble?"



Me:"What,younotmychild"

Ileftthem andwenttotakeashowersothatI

couldchangeintosomethingnice,Igotthere

andshowered,changed

intomyblacktightdress,revealingmylegs,I

thenworenudepointyheelsandjustlikethatI

wasdoneandIlookedprettygood.Alittlebitof

CarolinaHerreraperfume,tookmybagand

wentdownstairs.

WhenIlookedatthetimeitwas10minutesto

7pm.

Me:"Guys"

Theylookedatme.



Simbongile:"Youlooknicemom"

Me:"Thankyoumyboy"

Ismiled,latelymysonisnolongerthesame.

HeisnothappyandthathurtsmebecauseI

don'tthinkthere'ssomethingIcandoaboutit.

Hemisseshisfather.

Me:"AsIhadtoldyou,myfriendwhom Iam

goingoutwithwillbecomingwithsomeone

whowilllookafteryouforaslongasI'm not

here,don'tdisrespecther,bekindandOluhle

youhowthingsaredone,showherokay?"

Them:"Yesmom"



Me:"Good,SimzcanItalkyoumyboy?"

Hestoodup,wewenttothebalcony.

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Henodded.

Me:"BabyI'm yourmom andIcanseeyounot

okay,youcantellmeanything.IloveyouandI

worrywhenIseeyousad".

Simbongile:"Imissdad,whydidhestop

comingtoseeus?Hedoesn'tloveusanymore?

Idon'tthinkIlovehim anymorebecausehe

startedbyhurtingyounowheishurtingus"



Ipulledhim closer,Idon'tknowwhattosay

anymore.Ican'tkeeponlyingtomykidsto

savehisass.

Me:"It'sokayson,Mom ishere,asmuchasI'm

notdaddybutjustknowthatIloveyouandI'll

alwaysbethereokay?"

Henodded,Ihuggedhim thenkissedhis

forehead.

Simbongile:"Ewwwmom!!I'm nowoldfor

kisses"

Me:"I'llstillkissevenwhenyouare30,youare

myson"



Helaughedandlookedatme.

Simbongile:"Iloveyousomuchmommy"

Alwayshearingmykidsdeclaringtheirlovefor

mesoothesmyheart,itbringtearstomyeyes

andmakesmehappy.Itprovestomethatafter

allI'm goodatthisparentingalonething.

Me:"Mommylovesyoumorethanyoucan

imagine"

Hehuggedmeagainandleft.

IstoodtherelookingatnothingandtheOluhle

came.



Olu:"Isthisfriendofyourstheonewhokepton

sendingyouflowersandgifts?"

Me:"Yes"

Olu:"Wait,mom youokay?"

Me:"Perfectlyfinebaby"

Justthenthegateopened,meaningSimbongile

buzzedthem in.Whenwearestandinghere,we

seeeverythingthathappensoutside.

Assoonashegotoutofthecarmyeyes

widened.

Howisitthatthisguyhasmoney?Whowearsa

leopardprintT-shirt,jeanandthosembatata



shoes(Shoesmadeoutoftires)onadate?We

lookedathim asheapproached,Olucouldn't

helpbutlaugh.

Me:"Oluhle"

Olu:"W...whatmom?Whatishewearing?"

Wewentbackinsidethelounge,wecouldstill

seethem throughthewindowsinceitwasnot

darkoutside,Iopenedthedoor.

AshegotcloserSbanisawhim andrantohim.

Sbani:"UncleTK!!!"

Hepickedherupandspunheraround.

Thentheycameinside.HewaswithladyI'm



guessingisthenanny.

Thokozani:"Sanibona"

MindyouSbaniwasstillholdingontighttohim,

Idon'tknowwhywouldthischildlovea

stranger,Imeansheonlymethim oncebutshe

stillremembershim.

Wegreetedback.

Thokozani:"NtokazithisisThembi,thenannyI

promisedtobringalong"

Me:"HyThembinicetomeetyou"

Thembi:"Likewisema'am"



Iwon'tevenbothertoaskhowheknowsmy

placebecausehe'sbeensendingmegifts

beforesoit'sclearhewasstalkingme.

Me:"Umm okaythesearemykids,thisisthe

bigsisterOluhle,thenSimbongilethebrotherof

thegirlsthenSbanimylastborn"

Thokozani:"I'm happytofinallymeetyou,you

havebeautifulkids"

Whatdoeshemean"Happytofinallymeet

them?"hashealwayswantedtomeetthem?

Olu:"NicetofinallymeetyoutotoouncleTK"



Thokozani:"Ndodawhenarewegoingtoplay

fifatogether?"

Simbongilesmiledwide.

Simbongile:"Today!Now!!"

Wealllaughed.

Oluhle:"Mom isgoingoutnowremember?"0

Simbongile:"Ohhhyes!"

Thokozani:"Don'tworryI'llmakeaday"

Henodded,Thokozanilookedatme.



Thokozani:"Wecango"

HeputSbanidown.

Sbani:"CanIgowithyou?"

Me:"Nopebaby"

Shesulkedatwentbacktowatchingcartoons.

Me:"Okaybyekiddies,don'tforgetwhatIsaid

aboutrespectingsisThembi,Oluhlewhenit's

bedtimeallofyoushouldgotosleep"

Olu:"Yesma'am"



Me:"And......"

Olu:"Mom go!!!Iknoweverything"

Ilaughedthenweleft,heopenedthedoorfor

me.Sohecanbeagentlemanevenwhenheis

wearinglikeinkabi.

Igotinsideandhealsogotinthendroveout.

Thokozani:"Umuhle"

Me:"Thankyou"

Ialmostsaidandyoulookawful.



Thokozani:"Thanksforagreeingtogooutwith

me"

Ididn'tagree,heforcedme.

Ismiledandnodded.

WearrivedatMabonengPrecinctandwenttoa

certainrestaurant,I'veneverseenorheardofit

beforebutbestbelieveitthefoodsmells

amazing.It'satraditionalfoodoutlet.Ithas

Zuluprints,Ndebeleprintandallsortsof

colours,it'sprettyniceandclassyatthesame

time.Thefloorisclean,tablesareveryclean.

Youcouldeatonthefloorwithoutanyworry.

Wewenttositdownandthenawaitresscame

withmenus.



Her:"Goodevening,awubhutiThokozani"

Thokozani:"YahNomfundo"

Theyseem toknoweachotherprettywell.

Nomfundo:"Ma'am welcomekwaSibalikhulu"

Isthatthenameofthisplace?

Ilookedatthemenuandontopitwaswritten

kwaSibalikhulu.Ilookedbackatthewaitress

andsmiled.

Me:"Thankyou".



Thokozani:"YoucangoNomfundo,wewillcall

youwhenwearereadytoorder.

Shenoddedandleft.AsfarasI'm concerned

thisguyisaDlaminiandSibalikhuluisaDlamini

clanname,doesthat....

Thokozani:"Thisismybrother'srestaurant,he

didforpeoplewholovetraditionalfoodbut

mostlytocreatejobsforpeopleinourvillage

backinKZN."

Inodded.

Me:"It'saverybeautifulplace,hedidan

amazingjobwithit"



Heheldmyhand,itgotsweatysametime.

Thokozani:"Readytoorder?"

IlookedatthemenuoncemoreanddecidedI'll

orderadumplingandchickenstew.

Me:"YesIam"

Hecalledbackthewaitress.

Thokozani:"Iwillhaveipapanosuandwater"

(PapandMogodu)

Shewroteitdown.



Me:"I'llhaveidombolonenkukhuandorange

juice"(Dumplingandchicken)

Shewroteandleft.

Thokozani'seyesweredrillingintome.

Thokozani:"Angikazengiyiboneintombienhle

njengawe,ngishonomaongizalayowenza

kancane"(I'veneverseenabeautifulwoman

likeyou,evenmymom seesnothingonyou)

Iblushedandlookeddown,hisvoicethough!!!!

Thokozani:"Oyintando"



Ilookedupandhewasserious,veryserious.

Me:"Mmm"

Thokozani:"Indodaikuthandile,angikazenje

ngihlanyekangakangomuntuwesifazane"(This

manlovesyou,I'veneverbeenthiscrazy

becauseofawoman)

Isighed.

Me:"ThokozaniIhavekidsandI'm bothandI'm

bothmotherandfathertomykids,Icomeout

ofamessymarriage.Ican'taffordtobein

anotherrelationshipandhurtmykidsinthe

process,Simbongileisalreadyhurtbythe

absenceofhisfather"



Iwasnowtakingallthatwasbotheringme

withoutevenrealisingit.Heheldmyhandstight.

Thokozani:"Idon't....."

Theladycamebackwithourfood,sheputiton

thetable.

Me:"Thankyou"

Shenoddedandleft.

Thokozani:"Bangisasho...Idon'tmindthatyou

havekids,IloveyouandthatmeansI'm more

thanwillingtoloveyourkidsasmyown,

AngishoukuthiIwillreplacetheirfatheror

anythinglikethatbutIcantryandbeafatherto



them"

Ikeptquite,doIlikehim?Alot!!Am Iwillingto

openmylifeandkids'lifeforhim?I'm notsure.

Me:"Let'seat"

Hesighed,westartedeatingsilently.Hekepton

stealingglances,ormaybewekeptonstealing

glancesateachother.SometimesIwouldfeel

hiseyesgawkingatme.

Hesighed.Ilookedupandhewasdoneeating.

Thokozani:"Tellmehowyoufeel,ifyoudon't

lovemeIwillunderstandbutitdoesn'tmeanI

willgiveupandletyougo,ngizozwisisaukuthi



awung'thandikodwangizokwenzaungithande"

(I'llunderstandthatyoudon'tlovemethenI'll

makeyouloveme)

Thisguy!!

Me:"IdolikeyoubutI'm scaredThokozani"

Thokozani:"Olikeyizintozabelungumama,it's

eitheryoulovemeoryoudon'tloveme.

Masewuthiyoudolikeme,Ifeelunloved.Iwant

tobelovednotliked"

Igiveupwiththisguy.

Iwassofullandmyplatewasnotevenhalf

done.



Thokozani:"Okayishoke,usabani?"

Me:"Ihaven'tbeeninarelationshipin4years

now,it'salwaysbeenmeandmykids"

Thokozani:"Sowhatareyouscaredof?"

Me:"Introducinganewmanintheirlives,the

ideaofhavingamaninmylife"

Thokozani:"YouarescaredthatIwillleave?"

Inodded.

Heheldmyhandsandlookedstraightintomy



eyes.

Thokozani:"Ngishiloukuthingifunaubewu

MaDlaminimanjengizokushiyakanjanmama?I

loveyouandit'snojoke.TheloveIhaveforyou

mademedostupidthingslikestalkingyouand

stealingyourchildforicecream"

IlaughedatthethoughtofhowcrazyIwent

thatday.

Me:"Whathadgottenintoyouvele?"

Thokozani:"Lovemama...uthando.Iwasscared

ofyousoIthoughtbytakingyourdaughterfor

icecream Iwouldgetyourattentionandonly

thendidIrealisethatIwaswrong"



Me:"It'sgettinglate,tomorrowIhavework"

Hestoodupandlookedatme.

Thokozani:"Okay,singahamba"

Itookoutthemoneyfrom mypurse.

Thokozani:"Wenzani?"

Me:"Payingthebill"

Thokozani:"Nowearenotpaying,let'sgo"

Theladythatserveduscame.



Her:"Seniyahamba?"

Thokozani:"Ehene,tellMkhuseliIsaidthanks

forthefreefood,noonetakesThokozani

Dlamini'smoneyandgetsawaywithit,

sengizibhadalilenjalo"

Theladylaughed.IlookedatThokozani,this

guyiscrazy.Thisisabusiness.

ItookthemoneyIhadandgaveittothelady.

Me:"Thisisyourtip,thanksforthegreatservice

andthefoodwasgreat"

Her:"Ohhthankyousomuch,thankyou"



Me:"Youwelcome"

Thokozani:"R10ibimifanele,bayadelelayenane

bossyakhe"

Her:"Haibo!!!"

Shelaughedandbidusfarewellthenshegot

backtowork,ThokozaniandIalsoleft.

Hestoppedbyatthemallandboughtadollfor

sbani,chocolatesforOluhleanda....what?A

freakinplaystationforSimbongile!

Me:"Whyaplaystation?"

Hekeptquietandpaid.Whenwegottothecar



hedidn'tdriveinsteadhejustlookedatme.

Thokozani:"Thatboyisnothappy,Ibelievethis

willcheerhim up.Iloveyountombenhleand

thatmeansIhavetoloveyourkidstooand

makethem happy"

Thisreallymeltedmyheart,Inoddedandthen

hekissedmycheekanddroveoff.

Tobecontinued.....

Loadsheddingguysit'snotme.

Evennowthere'snoelectricity.

Insert23.

[Oyintando]



I'vejusttakenabubblebath,it'sfridaymeaning

Iwillberelaxingsinceit'saweekend.It'sbeen2

weekssinceThokozaniandIwentoutandI

mustsayallI'm thinkingoflatelyit'shim.Ilove

thefactthathelovesmykids,hemakesthem

happywithouteventryingtoohard.Theyhave

reallywarmeduptohim,sometimeshevideo

callsandtheycrouchtogetheronthecouchand

talktohim aboutschoolwork,eventsthat

happenedatschoolandallsortsofthings.I

don'tevenbecomepartoftheconversation.

Canyoubelievethatsomeofthethingstheytell

him,theydon'ttellme?Talkaboutrealtraitors.

Anywayit'stimeforbedsoI'm goingtokissall

mynunusgoodnightbeforeIsleep.

IfirstgottoSbani'sroom,itwasempty.Iwent

toOlu'sandfoundthem together.



Me:"Girls"

Theylookedup.

Olu:"Mom,theprincesswantstosleepwith

me"

Me:"Okay,mom isgoingtosleepthen.I'llsee

youtomorrowmorning,Iloveyoubabies"

Sbani:"Weloveyoutoomom andtomorrowyou

promisedwearegoingtohaveapicnicatthe

park"

Me:"YesIdidbabyandIhaven'tchangedmy

mind"



Olu:"Sbanimom istired,lethergotosleep"

Sbani:"Okay.Gotosleepmom"

Ikissedthem andwalkedoutthenIheadedto

Simbongile'sroom andbeforeIcouldenterI

heardhim laugh.Ishegoingcrazy?

Iwalkedclosertothedooranditsoundedlike

hewashavingaconversationwithsomeone

butwho?

Simz:"OhnouncleTKIwon'ttellher,shewill

killmeifshefindout"

UncleTK?DidThokozanibuya....ohhellno!!

Simz:"Thankyouandpleasecomegetme

tomorrowIdon'twanttositattheparkwiththe



ladies,theywillbegossiping"

Hethenlaughedandsaidgoodbye.

Igotin,hejumpedlikehewashidingsomething.

Me:"Boy"

Hesmiled.

Simz:"Mom"

Me:"Iseverythingokay?"

Henoddedamultipletimes.

Me:"Whowereyoutalkingto?"



Simz:"Me?Noonemom"

Me:"Okaygoodnightboyza,Iloveyouokay?"

Simz:"Iloveyoutoomommy"

Iclosedthedoorandgottomyroom.Assoon

asIgottomybed,myphonerang.

Me:"Hello"

Thokozani:"Mama"

Me:"Hey"



Thokozani:"Kunjanintombenhle"

Me:"I'm goodhowareyou?"

Thokozani:"Imissseeingyourprettyface"

Ismiledtomyself.

Me:"Okay"

Thokozani:"Ngingaphandle,pleasecome"

Haibo!!!

Me:"Youarejokingright?"



Thokozani:"Nomamazi,angidlali"

Ijumpedoutofbedandquicklyrantomy

balconyassoonasIsawhiscarbythegateI

laughed.

Thokozani:"What'sfunny?"

Me:"I'm sleeping"

Thokozani:"Howisitpossibleforapersonto

sleepandtalkonthephoneatthesametime?"

Ilaughedandwenttoputonmysilkygown.

Me:"I'm coming"



Ihungupandtiptoedsoastomakesurethe

kidsdon'thearme.

Igotoutsideandopenedthegate,wentoutto

him.Hewasleaningagainstthecar,wearing

greytracksuitsandsneakers.Forachange

lookinglikesomeonewhostaysinJozi.

Me:"Hey"

Hepulledmeclosertohim,veryclose.Iwas

literallygluedtohim.Heheldmebymywaist.

Thokozani:"CanIkissyou?"

Ilookeddown,hesmellsamazing.

Withoutawarning,hepeckedmylipsand



beforeIknewit,hefrenchkissedme.Itwas

slow,passionateandsosoamazing.Iblocked

everythingoutandenjoyedthekiss,Igotlostin

it.Hisbreathingchanged,hepulledmecloser

andcloser.Ifelthismanhood,Ipushedhim.

Heclosedhiseyesandopenedhisarmsforme

tocomeback.Ihesitantlywentback,Ifeelvery

safeinhisarms,likeit'swhereIbelong.

Hesighedandopenedhiseyes,kissedmy

forehead.

Thokozani:"UngenzanikodwaMaMbatha?"

(Whatareyoudoingtome)

Me:"WhathaveIdone?"



Thokozani:"UngithakathilelekwaMaimai"

(Youbewitchedme)

Igiggledthenlookeduptoseehim ontheface.

Me:"WheredidSimbongilegetaphoneto

communicatewithyou?"

Hecoughedalittleandfrowned.

Thokozani:"Aphone?Hedoesn'thaveaphone,

doeshe?"

Ipinchedhim,heflinched.

Me:"ThokozaniIheardhim talktoyouonthe

phone"



Thokozani:"Eishokayke,Igavehim myphone

sohecancontactmeorIcancontacthim,we

wereplanningonkeepingitoursecret"

Me:"What'ssoimportantthatyoucan'tdiscuss

onmyphone?"

Thokozani:"Menthings...relaxsthandwasam,

I'llmakesurehefocusesonschool"

Me:"YoubetterThokozanibecauseifyoudon't

I'llkillyoubothandfeedyoutomyneighbour's

dogs"

Helaughedandbecameseriousinstantlylike

hejustthoughtofsomething.



Thokozani:"Baby"

Me:"Mmm"

Thokozani:"Minaang'sakhonimanje,Iloveyou

somuch.Pleasegivemeachance,giveusa

chance"

Ilookedaway,hemademelookathim.

Wewerestillgluedtoeachother,Icouldfeel

hisheartbeat,ithadchanged.Itwasbeating

fast.

Thokozani:"Oyintandongyakuthanda,

ngikuthandangempela.Akulalekimama,allI

thinkaboutisyou"(Iloveyou,Iloveyouforreal.



Ican'tevensleep)

Me:"IloveyouThokozani"

Heclosedhiseyesandinhaledandexhaled.

Thokozani:"Pleasesayitagainmama"

Me:"Iloveyou,ngyakuthandanami"

Thokozani"Ngempela?"

Inodded.

Hepickedmeupandspunmearound,mygown

untieditselfandrevealedmyveryshort

pyjamas.



Heputmedownandsmiled.

Thokozani:"Ngizodlakamnandimina"

Ipushedhim playfullyandtiedthegownagain.

Hecamecloserandkissedmeagain,thiskiss

carriedawholelotoflove.

Ifeltlikeateenagerthatisexperiencinglovefor

thefirsttime.

Me:"Ihavetogobackinside"

Thokozani:"CanIgowithyou,IpromiseIwon't

touchyou.Ijustwanttoholdyoutight,sleep

nexttoyou".



Me:"Forgetit"

Thokozani:"Please...pleasemama,I'm begging

you,Iwillleaveveryearlyinthemorningbefore

thekidswakeup,phelaifIleaveIwon'tbeable

tosleepandifIcan'tsleepitmeansyouwon't

sleeptobecauseIam goingtocallyouallnight

long"

Ilaughed,mxm heiscrazy.

Me:"Fine!!!But....butpleasebehaveThokozani

orI'llthrowyououtthebalcony"

Helaughed.



Thokozani:"Yourthreatsaretoomuch,atfirst

youthreatenedtofeedustoadognowI'm

gonnabethrownoutthebalcony"

Igiggled.Ilovehim,heissohandsomeand

cute.Notbabycutebutoldpersoncuteifthat

makessense.

Iwentinandopenedthegatesohecoulddrive

in.Hedroveinandparkedonthedriveway.

Wewalkedinside.

Thokozani:"I'm hungry"

Me:"Usuyahlanyamanje"(Youarecrazynow)



Thokozani:"Pleasebaby,I'm serious"

Ilookedathim,hewasserious.Ipulledhim

upstairstomybedroom.

Me:"Stayhere,I'llbringfood"

Thokozani:"Kissmefirst"

Ishookmyheadsayingno,hegotupfrom the

bedandcametome,hepulledmeandkissed

me.

Thokozani:"Mmm yahne?Uthandongiyalisaba"

(I'm afraidoflove)

Igiggledandwenttowarm thefoodthatwas



remaining,dishedupandpouredhim aglassof

waterthenIswitchedoffthelightsandwent

upstairs.

Thokozani:"Thankyou"

Hetooktheplateandatelikethere'sno

tomorrow,thehegulpedtheglassofwater

down.

Thokozani:"mmmm itwasreallynice,ifyou

werenotgonnathreatentokillmeIwasgonna

askformore"

Ilaughedanddirectedhim tothebathroom so

hecouldwashhishands.

Hecamebacktoplessandwearingboxersonly.



LordJesussonofMaria...fatheryoursonisa

snack.

Thokozani:"Surelyyounotexpectingmeto

sleepintracksuitsbaby"

Me:"Ummm noit'sfine"

Iswallowed,tookoffmygownandgotunder

thecovers.Healsogotinandcamecloserto

me,heheldmebymywaistandkissedmy

cheek.

Thokozani:"Goodnightsthandwasam"

Me:"Goodnight"



Thokozani:"Iloveyou"

Inodded.

Thokozani:"HaiisayyoulovemetooorI'llgo

wakethekidsupandtellthem I'm here"

Mxm heiscrazy.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hekissedmyshoulderandheldmywaist

tightlyandpulledmetohim.

.............................

Inthemorningat6h00Iwokehim up,hewas



stillholdingmetight.Ipushedhim awayfrom

meandshookhim.Heopenedhiseyes.

Thokozani:"Mmm"

Me:"Wakeup,youhavetoleave"

Thokozani:"Haaaababy,soearly"

Me:"Yousee?Gobeforethekidswakeup,it's

6h00now"

Thokozani:"Okay30minutes"

Ipinchedhim hejumpedup.



Thokozani:"Okay...okaybabyke...haiiyouare

abusive"

Hegotup,andslowlywenttothebathroom.He

camebackfullydressed.

Thokozani:"Okaygivemesomesugar"

Hepulledfrom bedandhuggedmeonthewaist.

Hestaredintomyeyesforsometimeandshook

hisheadthenhekissedmepassionately,it's

likehewastellingmehowmuchhelovesme

becauseIfeltit.

Thokozani:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Hetookhiscarkeys,Iaccompaniedhim tothe

car.Heissoclingy,hedoesn'twannago.

HekissedmeagainandagainandagainuntilI

toldhim heshouldleave.Eventuallyhedrove

off.

[Sfiso]

Vanessaforgaveme,Ihavedecidedtobea

bettermanforhim andourchild.Shetoldmeto

dropthewholecustodysituationandforthe

sakeofourrelationshipIdecidedtoletitgo,I

can'tsayI'm happywithhowthingsarebut

whatcanIdo?Anywayit'sSaturdaymorning

andwe'vejustdecidedtogooutforbreakfast.

Asweareheadingoutmyphonerings,it'smy



mom.

Me:"Mom"

Mom:"WhatisitthatIseeaboutOyintando

datingthatforeveronmagazinesand

newspapersDlaminiboy?"

Me:"MaI'm notevensuretheyaredating".

Mom:"YeyIjustsawanewspaper,theyareon

thefrontpage"

Isighed,mymom istiring.

Me:"Mathat'sanoldnewspaper,from theday

oftheawards"



Mom:"Still...thatgirlisgoingtoputmygrand

children'slivesindanger,weallknowthatboy

hasenemies,thereisnowayhecanhavealot

ofmoneywithnoshadybusinessesandas

soonhisenemiesstriketheywillbeusingthe

kidstofighttheirbattles,don'tbeasoftieSfiso

fightforcustodyofthekidssothattheycan

staywithyouandgivethathoeachancetohoe

aroundperfectly"

She'sright,Thokozanican'tbeallclean.Whatif

theyusemykidstogettohim?Ican'thavethat.

Me:"Okaymom Ihearyou"

Mom:"Whereismyprettywhitedaughterin

law?"



Me:"She'srighthere"

Mom:"Giveherthephone"

Idid,theystartedtalking.Mom lovesVanessa

somuch,theygooutshoppingtogether

sometimes.

Like,commentandshare.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

#BAHWWMP

Insert24.

[Oyintando]



MykidsandIhavejustfinishedpreparingfor

thepark.Thegirlsdecidedthatweputonour

matchingoutfitsandImustsayI'm enjoying

everymomentofit.

Simz:"Mom"

Me:"Yes"

Simz:"I'm notgoingtotheparkwithyouguys"

Me:"Ohyesyouarebaby"

Simz:"Nomom!Idon'twantto,Iam...."



Justbeforehecouldfinishhissentencemy

phonerang.

Me:"Hello"

Thokozani:"umungathinjesthandwasam

uyobeungamoshanga"(Youwouldn'thavedone

anywrongifyouanswerbysayingmylove)

Me:"Howareyou?".

Helaughs.

Thokozani:"I'm goodbaby,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm good"



Thokozani:"Didthelittleguytellyouthatheis

notgoingtothepark"

Me:"YesandItoldhim heisgoingtothepark"

Thokozani:"Usufunalenganeibeyinkonkoni

manje?"(Doyouwantthischildtobegaynow?)

Me:"Iwouldn'tmind,hewouldstillbemyson"

Thokozani:"OkaybutstillI'm outside,hereto

gethim.Pleasebuzzmein"

Ihungupandbuzzedhim in,fewminuteslater

hegotin,wearingshorts,goldT-shirtand

sneakers.TheZulumaninhim isalwaysvisible,



regardlessofwhathewears.It'skindoffunny

thateversincehecamewearingthoseshoes

madeoftireandaleopardprintvestIalways

lookatwhatheiswearing,youcouldswearhe

hasmultiplepersonalities.There'sThokozani

whowearsasuit,theonewhowears

brentwood,carvelaandinstantlybecomeataxi

driverlookalike,thesqathamiyalookalikeand

theoneI'm lookingatrightnow.

Olu:"UncleTKhy"

Thokozani:"Hellobabygirlhowareyou?"

Olu:"I'm goodthanks"

Hesatdownandmydaughterwasalready

sittingonhislap.



Sbani:"Areyoucomingwithustothepark?"

Thokozani:"NouncleTKisgoingoutwith

Simbongile"

Shenodded,wowthat'safirst.MySbani

agreeingtosomethingwithoutasking

questions.

Thokozani:"Okayladies,havefunatthepark.

Asambendoda"(Let'sgoman)

Sbanigotup.

Myphonebeeped,IlookedonlytofindanSMS

from ThokozanisayingIWANNAKISSYOU



BEFOREWELEAVEBABY.

Ilookedathim andlaughed.

Olu:"Mom what'sup?"

Me:"Umm...nothing,it'safunnymemefrom

Londeka"

Shenodded.

Thokozani:"Ineedabathroom beforeweleave"

Me:"Goupstairs,seconddooronyourleft"

Helookedatme,Iknowwhatheistryingtodo.



Hewentupstairs.

"WOZAPHELA"(Come)it'sanotherSMSfrom

him.

Me:"OhhIforgotsomethingupstairs"

Iwentupandfoundhim sittingonmybed.Is

thisabathroom?

Me:"Isthisabathroom?Isaidseconddooron

yourleft"

Hegotupandclosedthedoor,hethenheldme

bymywaist.



Thokozani:"Igotlostandfoundmyselfhere"

Igiggled.

Hethenkissedme,heisagoodkisser.Imeltin

hisarmswhenheputshislipsonmine.

Ipushedhim,wewerebothbreathingabit

heavily.

Thokozani:"Iloveyoumama,wow"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iloveyoutoobutwehavetogo,remember

therearekidswaitingdownstairsandtheycan

comehereanytime"

Hesighedandkissedmeonemoretime.He



them spankedme.

Me:"Gofirst"

Helaughedandleft,Ibreathedinandout,

gatheringsomestrength.Ithenfixedmyself

andgotout.

Olu:"Mom yousaidyouforgotsomethingbut

youareemptyhanded"

Me:"OhhyesbabyIjustrealisedItookit,it's

probablyinmyhandbag"

Thokozani:"What'sisit?"

Hemustnot,Ishothim alook.Hechuckledand



stoodup.

Thokozani:"Havefun,weareleaving"

Simz:"Byeladies"

Me:"Behave"

Simz:"Ialwaysdomom"

Theyleft.ThegirlsandIalsotookthingstothe

car,wethenleft.

....................

Arrivingatthepark,itwasabitfull.Irealised

howImissmysister,soItextedherandtold



hertojoinusattheparkwithMbaliher

daughter.

Sherepliedbysaying"IWASMEANINGTO

CALLYOUBYTHEWAY,WEWILLBETHEREIN

ANHOUR"

SbaniwenttoplaywhileOluhleandIhadour

girlyconversation.Hermaturityscaresme

sometimes.

Olu:"Somom doyoulikeuncleTK?"

Icoughedalittle.

Me:"What?"



Olu:"Doyoulikehim?UncleTK?"

Ithoughtoftherightwaytoanswerher.

Me:"Asafriendyes"

Olu:"Soyouguysarejustfriends?"

Me:"Yes,whydoyouask?"

Olu:"NoIwasjustasking,I'veseenhowhappy

youlately"

Inodded.

IndeedanhourlaterLondekaarrived.Shewas



withMvelo'skids.

Wehugged,thekidswenttoplay.Mbali,Olu

andthetwinsarealmostthesameagesothey

engagedintheirconversation.

Londeka:"Andwhereistheglowcomingsis?"

Ismiled.

Londeka:"Youlie!!!!Whendidithappen"

Ilaughed,Ididn'tsayanythingsowhyisshe

concluding?

Me:"Yesterday,whenIwasabouttosleephe

calledandsaidheisoutside,hewantstosee



me,soIwenttohim andlikealwayshe

confessedhisundyingloveformesoIdecided

togiveitago,whatcouldpossiblygowrong?

I'vebeensingleforfouryears,that'salot"

Londeka:"Doyoulovelovelovehim?"

Me:"Ilovelovelovehim mntase,Iplayedhard

togetforquitesometimebuthenevergaveup

formethatwasenoughandaboveallthat,he

lovesmykidsandtheylikehim too"

Londeka:"I'm sohappyforyou,youdeserveall

thishappinessandmore,Ihavetomeetthis

uncleTKofthekids"

Ilaughed.



Me:"Youwilldearsister,tellmeherewhereis

oursisterinlaw?"

Shelaughed,Mvelo'swifeisadivaItellyou,she

neverwantstochillwithus.There'salways

excuses,sometimesshe'snotfeelingwell,the

othertimesheneedstobebusywith

something.

Londeka:"Ohhthepreciouswifesaidsheis

meetingupwithherfriends,soIdecidedtotake

thekids"

Webecamesilentabit.

Londeka:"Inothernews....."



Me:"I'm allears"

Londeka:"I'm pregnant"

What?Myeyesinstantlyopenedwidely.

Me:"What?"

Londeka:"Yep,secondbabyonboard"

Me:"Howfaralong?"

Londeka:"16weeks"

Me:"Haaaathat'slike3months"



Londeka:"Yeah"

Me:"That'ssobeautifulbabe,I'm genuinely

happyforyou,whatishubbysaying?"

Londeka:"AllIcansayHetreatsmelikeanegg,

it'slikewewillbehavingourfirstbaby"

WowI'm reallyhappyforthem,Mandlaisa

goodguy.

Wecalledthekidsandate.Itwasagoodday.

[Thokozani]

Wearedrivingtothemalltogetafewthings

thatMkhuselineedsthenwewillbeheadingto



hisplacetowatchsoccer.Ireallyhadfunwith

Simbongile,heisasmartboythatI'venoticed.

Heaskedmetotakehim toplacesIusuallygo

tosoItookhim tooneoftheplacewhereIeat

theafricantraditionalfood,hewassoexcited

andsaidhewantstocomeheremoreoften.

SengizengaqonywangakithibyAubreyQwana

isdoingthethingsinmycarandallIcanthink

ofismywoman,yesMYWOMAN.That's

soundsjustright.IlovehersomuchandIam

planningonmakinghermywifeonewayorthe

other.

ArrivingatEastgatemall,Iparkedthecarand

wewalkedin.

Me:"Youstillgood?"



Simz:"Yeah,I'm reallyhavingagoodtimewith

you.Doyoulovemymom?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iloveheralot"

Simz:"Doesthatmeanyougonnabeourdad?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,doyouwantmetobeyour

dad?"

Heshrugged.

Simz:"I'llaskmom firstifit'sokay"



Inodded.

Wewenttocheckersandgotallthethings

Mkhuseliaskedfor,wealsoboughtafewnice

things.

AssoonaswentoutIsawOyi'sexhusband

approaching,withawhilelady.

Simz:"Dad"

Hedidnotlookexcited.

Sfiso:"Heychamp,howareyou?"

Simz:"I'm fine"



Sfiso:"Whatareyoudoingwithmysonhere?

WhereisOyintando?"

Me:"Sawubonanawendoda,Wellwearehaving

amen'sdayout,Oyiishavingaladies'dayout

withthegirls"(Hellotoyoutooman)

Sfiso:"Whatareyoutryingtodo?"

Me:"Me?Ohnothingman,I'm justfillingthe

gapthatyouleftinbothyourkidsandOyi,

nothingbigreally"

Hewantedtohitmebuttheladyheldhim.

Lady:"NotinfrontofyoursonSifiso,hello...you



mustbeSi....ummm howdoIpronouncehis

nameagainbaby?"

SheaskedlookingatSfiso.

Simz:"Simbongile,that'smyname.DadIdon't

loveyouanymore.Youdon'tcometocheckup

onus,youforgotaboutus.Youarenolonger

myrolemodel,nowIlikeuncleTKbecausehe

makesusandmommyhappy"

Sfiso:"I'm sorryson,daddypromisestocome

seeyou.Iloveyouand....."

Simz:"UncleTKlet'sgo,wewillmisssoccer"

Heleftfirst,Ilookedatthisfoolishmaninfront



ofme.Whoneglectshiskidsatthisdayand

agereally?

Me:"Cheers"

IwalkedofffollowingSimbongile.Icaughtup

withhim,wegottothethecar.

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Henoddedbuthedidnotlookokay.

Me:"Lookdon'tbesad,I'm sureyourdadwill

comeseeyou.Iam alsohere,youcancallme

anytimeoftheday"

Hesmiled.



Simz:"Youthebest"

Ibrushedhishead,thenIdroveoff.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

Like,commentandshare.

ShortIknow,IhavefluguyssoI'm notokay.I

justtookmedicationandit'skickingin,soIfeel

sleepy.

N.BThere'sapartthattalksaboutbeinggay,

I'm nothomophobicandI'm notpromoting

homophobia,it'sjustastoryline.

somefans:"Adminyouarestartingtoboreus



now"

Me:"Don'tworrybabiesIwillbanyousoyou

won'tbeboredbymeanymore.Letmeposta

snippetformyreasonablefansbeforeIban

you"

•••SNIPPET•••

Oyintando:"Sfisopleaseleavemyhouse!!You

saidyouareheretoseethekidsbutnowyou

aremeddlinginmypersonallife,leave!!"

Sfiso:"Ofallthemenyoucouldchoosefrom,

youhadtogoforHIM!!!Whatkindofagold

diggerareyou?Puttingmykids'lifeindanger

allbecauseofmoney?"



Argggheisreallyirritatingme.Iwalkedtothe

doorandopenedforhim toseeImean

business.

Me:"LeaveSfiso"

Helookedatmeandwalkedtothedoor.I'm

gladhedidn'tfindthekids.

Me:"Nevercomeback"

Sfiso:"OhtrustmeIwon't,I'llseeyouincourt.I

wantfullcustodyofmykids"

Ichuckledalittle.

Me:"Ididthinkyouhavebecomecrazylately



butnowIknowthatyoureallyareshit

crazy...butyoucangotocourt,I'llseeyouthere.

Goodluckbecauseyougonnaneedit"

Ithenpushedhim andclosedthedoor.Iam in

lovesoIhavenotimetostress,moreespecially

bySfiso.I'vedoneenoughstressingforhim,not

anymore.

Iwenttogeticecream from thefridgeandsat

onthecouch,thehouseissoquiet.Thekids

wenttoGoldreefcitywithuncleMvelo.

There'snothingniceonTV,Ijustfocusedonmy

icecream andfinallydecidedonwatching

JudgeJudy.Myphonerang.

IsmiledbeforeIcouldanswer.



Me:"Baba"

Thokozani:"Mama,openthegate"

Yessss!!!!Heishere.

*TonightonUzalo*

Insert25.

*2weekslater*

[Oyintando]

TosayI'm happywouldbeanunderstatement.I

am beyondhappy.Asmuchasmyrelationship

withThokozaniisstillnew,itfeelslikewe've



knownandbeentogetherforyears.Hetreats

melikeaQueenandtreatsmykidslikehisown.

HonestlyIcouldn'taskforabetterpartner.

Anotherthing,Thokozaniissoclingyguys,heis

alwaysinmyofficebuthealsohasacompany

torun.IfI'm atwork,hecomestomyworkplace,

ifI'm home,hecomesandbewithmeandifI'm

atthemall,hecallsandtellsmeheisonthe

way.Icansayhespends80percentofhistime

withme.

AsIam smilingtomyselfwhilethinkingofhim,

theintercom rings.Iaskwhoitisandguess

who?

YepyouguessedrightSfisohimself.

Ibuzzedhim inandopenedthedoorthenIsat

onthecouchwaitingforhim tocomethrough.

HegotinandIlookedathim,Ifitwasn'tformy

kidsIwasn'tgonnabelieveIoncemarriedthis

guy,lookingathim Ijustfeelawholelotof



resentmentandhate.Ithinkofallthepainhe

causedme,theloveIhadforhim,theyearsof

marriegethatwentdownthedrain.Butifthere's

onethingIdon'tfeelanymoreisanger,I'velong

letgoofthat.Iam happyandcontent,Ijust

don'tlikehim forwhohebecameovernight.

Sfiso:"Sawubona"(Hello)

Me:"Hey"

Hesatonthecouchoppositeme.

Sfiso:"Howareyou?"

Me:"I'm goodSfiso,howareyou?"



Sfiso:"I'm good".

Me:"Hawu!!Ithoughtforsomeonewhohasn't

seenhiskidsinaverylongtimeyouwouldn't

daresayyouaregood.Howareyougoodwhen

youneglectedthekids?"

Sfiso:"I'm heretoseethem"

Me:"Theyarenotaround"

Sfiso:"Don'ttellmetheyleftwiththat

boyfriend"

Me:"Theyleftwithhim sadly.Heisdoinggood

atthisfatheringthing,letaloneboyfriending"



Heclosedhiseyeswhileclenchinghisjaws.

Sfiso:"Ican'tbelieveIoncemarriedahoelike

you,howcouldyoutrustastrangerwithour

kids?"

Me:"Ialsocan'tbelieveIoncemarriedamoron

likeyou,ifanythingitisyouwhom Ishouldn't

trustwithmykids"

Sfiso:"Youareabloody....."

Igotup,whothehelldoeshethinkheis?Has

healwaysbeenlikethis,hewasjustgoodat

hidingit?Oritallstartednow?

Me:"Sfisopleaseleavemyhouse!!Yousaidyou



areheretoseethekidsbutnowyouare

meddlinginmypersonallife,leave!!!"

Sfiso:"Ofallthemenyoucouldchoosefrom,

youhadtogoforHIM!!!Whatkindofagold

diggerareyou?Puttingmykids'lifeindanger

allbecausemoney?"

Arggheisreallyirritatingme,Iwalkedtothe

doorandopenedsohecouldseeImean

business.

Me:"LeaveSfiso"

Helookedatmeandwalkedtothedoor.

I'm gladhedidn'tfindthekids.



Me:"Nevercomeback"

Sfiso:"OhtrustmeIwon't,I'llseeyouincourt.I

wantfullcustodyofmykids"

Ichuckledalittle.

Me:"Ididthinkyouhavebecomecrazylately

butnowIseeyoureallyareshitcrazy...butyou

cangotocourt,I'llseeyouthere.Goodluck

becauseyouwillneedit."

Ithenpushedhim outandclosedthedoor.I'm

soinlove,Idon'thavetimetostress,more

especiallybySfiso.I'vedoneaenough

stressingforhim,notanymore.



Iwenttogeticecream from thefridgeandsat

onthecouch.Thehouseissoquiet,thekids

wenttoGoldreefcitywithuncleMvelo.

There'snothingniceonTV.Ijustfocusedon

myicecream andfinallydecidedonwatching

JudgeJudy.

Myphonerang,IsmiledbeforeIcouldanswer.

Me:"Baba"

Thokozani:"Mama,openthegate"

Yessss!!!!heishere.

Ijumpedupfrom thecouchandbuzzedhim in.



Minuteslaterhewalked,guysheiswearinga

suit.Helooksdapper,Icouldeathim rightnow.

Hecamecloserandkissedme.

Thokozani:"CherrykaMjita"

Iblushed,there'ssomethingabouthisvoice.It

makeseverythingthatcomesoutofhismouth

soundsosexyandsoperfect.

Me:"BabakaMama"

Hesmiledandkissedmeagain.

Thokozani:"Howareyouthembalam?"(My

hope)



Me:"I'm okaybaby,howareyou?"

Thokozani:"I'm tiredmama,Ijustgotoutofa

veryintensemeeting,allIneedafteritwasto

seemywomanbecauseyooohitwashectic

andyoumylovearetheonlyonekeepingme

sane"

Me:"Askiesbaba"

Thokozani:"Iloveitwhenyoucallmebaba,it

turnsthemanon"

Ismiledagain,thismanislikeadream.Hetook

oftheblazerandsatdown.



Me:"Areyouhungry?"

Thokozani:"Foryouyesbaby"

Me:"HayyyiThokozaniman,Imeanhungryfor

food?"

Thokozani:"I'm dyingofhungersthandwasam,

youcangivemefoodbutbeforethatcomesit

here"

Hetappedthespacenexttohim.

Thokozani:"Khulumanendodayakho,tellme

whathappenedbecauseIcanseeyouhave

somethingonyourmind"(Talktoyourman)



Ihesitatedbuteventuallytoldhim aboutSfiso

andhowhewantstotakemetocourt.Honestly

whatworriesmeisexposingmykidstothis.All

Iwantforthem istobehappy,Ineverwished

thisforthem.Iwantedthem toexperienceboth

theparents'love,regardlessofourfailed

marriageandnowtheyhavetobeexposedin

courts.

ThokozaniclenchedhisjawsafterItoldhim,I

lookedathim hehadveinsonhisforehead.

Thokozani:"Haiiiokayntokazyam enhle,you

cangivemefoodthen"(Mylovelylady)

Hawuthisguy?Ishenotgonnagivemea

solutionorsomething.Ilookedathim,he

lookedangrybuthewastryinghardnottoshow.

Healsolookedcalm,verycalm.



Isighedandwenttomakehim food.

[Simi]

Mydaughterissosick.Idon'tknowwhattodo

anymore.

Mom:"Simingenkosiactingallcivilisedand

whitewon'thelpthischild.Wehavetotakethis

childhometoourtraditionalhealer"

Me:"Mamatra...."

Mom:"Iwon'twatchyoukillmygrandchildsimi,

Iwon't!!!Ifyouwanttostayherethenstaybut

I'm takingthischildwithme"



Isighed.WhenThabithaKhumalolooksall

seriousthenyouknowshemeansbusiness

andrightnow,mom meansbusiness.

IwatchedherpackingSami'sbags.Ionthe

otherhandbusyshushingher.Hertemperature

iswaytoohigh,sheiscryingnonstop,shehas

eventurnedpink,mypoorbaby.

Me:"What'swrongbaby?What'swrong

mommy'sangel?"

Shejustkeptoncrying,Itriedbreastfeedingher,

shedidn'tbudge.

Iwasbecomingemotionalrightnow.What

couldpossiblybewrongwithmybaby?Itook

herto3Doctorsalreadybuttheyseenothing.



Uselessifyouaskme.

Mom tookthebagsoutsidetothecar,shethen

cameback.

Mom:"Bringthischild,areyoualsocomingor

what?"

Isighed,Ican'tstaywhilemybabyissick.We

wenttothecarandIdrovewhilemom shushed

her,aswewereontheroadshefinallykept

quietandslept.

[Narrated]

MrsKuneneisatatraditionalhealer,thereto

consultaboutOyintandoandhisnewlyfound



boyfriendandalsotheretogetherownthings.

Makhosi:"AllIcansayisthetimeforyourson

toloseeverythingheworkedhardforhascome,

unfortunatelythere'snothingIcandotohelp.

Heistheoneholdingthepowertohelp

himself."

MrsK:"WhatdoyoumeanMakhosi?"

Makhosi:"Everyonehasancestorsandsome

ancestorsdonotlikeseeingtheirkidssuffer,

theyfighttheirbattlesandanotherthing,your

sonhasachildwhoneedshim andheisnot

eventheretosupportthechild,theancestors

areveryangry"

#Unedited



#Goodnight

Like,commentandshare.

Maybeseningithuke.

Insert26.

[Thokozani]

I'm inmyoffice,can'tseem togetanywork

done.AllI'm thinkingoffisOyintando.Iloveher,

Ilovehersomuchitscaresme.Here'sthething,

whenIlove,IlovehardandIlovetruthfully.I

haven'tdonethislovethinginyearsnow.Ionce

lovedapersontoapointofnoreturn,therewas

nothingIdidn'tdoforher.Iboughther

expensiveshoes,cars,clothesandtookherto

expensivegetaways.ThedayIhadplannedto



proposeIwenttoherhousehopingtosurprise

herwhensheleastexpecteditbutguesswhat?

I'm theonewhogotsurprised.Ifoundherand

someguyfuckingonthecouch.Iwasso

brokenbutmyfamilywasthereforme,my

mom evensaidandIquote"Thokozani

mntanam konkekwenzekangesizathu,

mhlampeunkulunkulunabaphansibebefuna

ukukubonisaukuthiukumshadakuyobe

kuyiphuthaelikhulu"(Thokozanimychild,

everythinghappensforareason.MaybeGod

andtheancestorswantedtoshowyouthat

marryingherwouldbeabigmistake).Ittook

meawhiletogetoverherbutIdideventually

andpromisedmyselftoneverfallinloveagain

buthereIam.I'm headoverheelsinlove.

I'm notgettinganyyounger,IloveOyintando

thatiswithoutadoubtandIwouldreallyloveto

marryherbutafterallthepainI'veencountered

from lovingsomeoneIwanttotaketimeand



knowherandherintentions.

AnywayIgotbacktowork.Mkhuselithrew

himselfinwithoutknowing.

Me:"Whatthehellman?Whathappenedto

knocking?Whatifyouhadfoundmefuckingmy

woman?"

Helaughedandsatdown.

Mkhuseli:"That'sthething,Iknowthatwon't

happenso...."

Heshrugged,Ithrewapaperathim.

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanyouknowthatwon't



happen?Don'tIhaveapenis?"

Mkhuseli:"Youdobuttheloveyouhavefor

MaMbathaistoomuchI'm sureyouareeven

scaredtoaskforit"

Heisright,Idon'twanttopushheraway.Iwant

ustotakethingsslow.Ishookmyheadatthis

idioticbroofmine.

Me:"Sowhat'sup?Whatdoyouwant?"

Mkhuseli:"Ithinkwehaveaproblem thatcould

somehowtarnishthenameofthecompany

morethanitcouldwithyours"

Ilookedathim inamannerthatsayscontinue.



Mkhuseli:"Oyintando'sexhusband"

Me:"Whatabouthim?Whatdidhedo?"

Mkhuseli:"Hewenttothevoiceandtoldthem

howyouturnedhiskidsagainsthim,hefurther

moreliedandsaidyouabuseOyintando,sheis

afraidofyouandafraidoftellingyoutoleave

her"

Igotup,Iwasnowfuming.

Me:"What?Thatsonofab....mkhuseliplease

tellmethatbullisnotpublished"

Mkhuseli:"Luckilynot,Lindafrom thevoice



calledmebeforeandaskedifshecouldtalkto

you,Iaskedherwhy,that'swhenshetoldme

thewholestory.Itoldherit'spureliesandpaid

hertodestroythestory"

IsighedinreliefbutthismeanIshouldn'trelax

becausenexttimeIwon'tbethislucky.My

companyhasacodeofconductthatstateswe

don'tworkwithclientsthathavescandalsand

abusewomensoyoucanimaginehowthat

wouldtarnishthenameofmycompanyand

makemelosealotofclientsbecauseitwouldI

can'tsticktomyownconducts.

Me:"MkhuseliI'm gonnakillthatbustardwith

myownbarehands,whatthehelliswrongwith

him?"

Itookoffmytieandsatdown.



Mkhuseli:"Doyouwantmetopayhim avisit?"

IknowMkhuseli,hehashisownwayofdealing

withpeople.Noheisnotamurdererbuthehas

thiswayofdestroyingpeoplewhothreatens

him orfamily.

Me:"Noman,I'lldealwithit.Idon'twantyou

fightingmybattles."

Hegotup,pattedmyshoulderandleft.

[Sfiso]

Aftermylawyertoldmethatmychancesof

gettingfullcustodyofthekidsare2%to



nothing,thatreallyfrustratedme.ItmeantIam

lettingthatbustardwin.Itmademeangrytoa

pointinwhichIdecidedtogotothepapersand

sayheabusesOyiandheturnedmykids

againstme.

ItisnowthatIrealisethatwithorwithout

educationOyiwasthebestthingtoeverhappen

tome.IlovedhernoIstillloveherandseeing

herhappywithanothermanmakesmesickto

thestomach.

It'scloseto5pm andthestoryisnotyet

published,Idecidetotakemyphoneandcall

thatLindawoman.

Linda:"ThevoiceyouarespeakingtoLindahow

canIhelpyou?"



Me:"Whyisthestorynotpublished?Igaveyou

thatstoryyesterday,yousaidyouwillhaveit

publishedtodayandit'snotwhy??"

Shesighedfirst.

Linda:"SfisoI'm guessingit'syou,listen...The

voicedoesn'tpublishlies,beforewepublisha

storywedoourresearchandbasedonthe

informationIfoundyourstorywasallalie,I'm

sorry"

Me:"Itwasnota...."

Ilookedatthephone,thatbitchhunguponme.

Ithrewphoneonthewall,frustrated.



Thedooropened.

Cassandra:"Siriseverythingokay?Iheard...."

Me:"Getthefuckout!!!I'm notyourchildI'm

yourboss"

Sheslowlywalkedofmyoffice,Igotupand

wenttopourmyselfaglassofwhiskeyand

gulpeditalldowninonego,oneglassledto

anotherandanother.Ifelttipsy,goodtipsy.All

ofasuddenaplanknockedintomyhead.

Ipackedmythingsandleft.Everyonehas

knockedoff.



IdrovetoOyintando'shouse.

ArrivingthereIfoundthatshewasalsodriving

insoIjustparkedoutsidethegateandwalked

in.

Shegotoffthecarandsawme.

Oyintando:"IthoughtItoldyoutonevercome

backhere"

Me:"I'm heretoseemykids"

Oyi:"Asyoucanseethekidsarenothere,Sfiso

theydon'tlackafatherfigure.Mybrotheris

thereforthem."

Me:"Yahbutyoucan'tdenymethechanceto



seethem Oyintando,theyaremykids"

Shewalkedtothehouse,Ifollowedher.As

soonasshetookoffhershoes,Islappedher

shefell.

Oyi:"Sfisowhatthe...."

Ididn'tallowhertofinishoffhersentence,Igot

ontopofherandslappedthelivinglightsoutof

her,Igotupandkicked,punched,kickedand

puchedher.

Oyi:"S..Sf...Sfisoyouarehu...hurtingme"

Shewasnowbleedingwithbothhermouthand

nose.



Igrappedherbyherhair.

Me:"Idideverythingforyou,everything!!!Iown

youOyintando!!Youhearme?Youwilltellthe

mediathatyouwerebeatenbythatThokozani

ofyourorelsenexttimeI'llkillyou,am I

clear!!!!!"

Shequicklynodded.Iletgooffherhair,her

headhitonthetiledfloor.

Itookoutmyphoneandtookpicturesofherfull

ofbloodlyinghelplesslyonthefloor.

Ithenwalkedoutanddroveoff.



[Simi]

AssoonaswearrivedinKZNmymom called

Bab'Magagulathetraditionalhealerthatthe

familyusuallyconsultsat,luckilyhemanaged

tocomesincehehadnoclient.Samiwasstill

sleeping.

Magagula:"Sanibona"

Wegreetedback,wewereseatedonthefloor.

Magagula:"Inganeiyonaenenkingaangisho?"

(Thechildistheonewithaproblem right?)

Mom:"Yebobaba"(Yes)



Hetookmyhisbones,calledupontheKhumalo

ancestors,askedforthelight.Hestarted

growlingandchanting.ThatwokeSamiupand

shestartedscreaming.

Magagula:"Bekalenganephansi"(Putthischild

down)

Me:"Butsheiscrying"

Mom:"Simi!!Putherdown"

Iputherdown,shestoodupandtriedcoming

tomebutmom madehersit.Igaveheranthee

look.Howdotheyexpectmetowatchmychild

cry?



Magagula:"Ngibonaifuelimnyana,impilo

yenganeisengozinienkulu.Kuzomeleibikwe

emadloziniakubo"(Iseeadarkcloud,the

child'slifeisindanger.Shehastobe

introducedtoherancestors)

Isawthiscoming,it'salwaysthecasethat

whenachildgetssicktheancestorsare

involved.

Me:"Sowhatshouldwedo?"

Magagula:"Kuzomelewaziseubabawengane,

kumeleyenzelweimbelekolengane"(Youhave

toletthefatherknow,therehastobea

ceremonydoneforthischild)

GodknowsIwantnothingtodowithSfiso.



Inodded.

Mom:"Fornowakukhoesingakwenzaukuthi

iyekeukukhalaingane?"(Istherenothingwe

candoforthechildtostopcrying?)

Magagula:"Ngizonikalomuthi"(I'llgiveyouthis

muti)

Hetookouttwosmallplastics.

Magagula:"Loumgezengawoebusuku

makayolala,loumphuzisewona,kodwa

khumbulaukuthiisixazululoakusiyisolesi,

inganeidingaisikokungenjalouzobonainkinga

enkulu"(Thisonebathherwithiteverynight

beforeshesleeps,thisoneshemustdrinkit.



Remember,thisisnotthesolutiontoallthis.

Thischildneedsaceremony)

Itooktheplasticandtookmychild.

Magagula:"Bekainganephansi"(Putthechild

down)

Ihuffedanddidastold.Shewasstillscreaming

andthatbrokemyheartintopieces.Magagula

blewsomethingthatlookedlikeashinSami's

eyes.Shestoppedcryingimmediately.

Magagula:"Mthatheke"(Takeher)

Itookherandgavemagagulahismoney.



Me:"Ngyabonga"(Thankyou)

Henodded,Igotupandlefthim withmymom.

Sigh!!!WheredoIevenbeginwithallthis?Sfiso

hashumiliatedmeandhavingtodealwithhim

makesmesicktothestomach.

#Unedited

#GoodMorning

Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Anotheronecominglater.

Insert27.



[Oyintando]

Ihavenotearstocry,Iam numb.ThepainI'm

feelingonmywholebodyisnothingcompared

totheoneI'm feelinginside.Mykids!!Ohnomy

kidsshouldneverseemelyingonthefloorlike

this.Itriedcrawlingtothecouchtogetmy

phonefrom mybag.Iclosedmyeyes,tryingso

hardtoignorethepain.Ifinallygotothebag

andtookthephone.IdialledMvelo'snumbers.

Mvelo:"Mntase"

Me:"Heycanyoupleasekeepthekidsforme?I

havetorushsomewhere"

Mvelo:"AreyouokayOyintando"



Iclosedmyeyes,becameemotional.Tears

streameddown.Inodded.

Mvelo:"Oyi!!"

Heshouted,Iflinched.

Me:"Ye...yesI'm fine,pleasekeepthekidsfor

me,I'llcallyou.Tellthem Ilovethem"

IhungupandforthefirsttimesinceI'vesitting

onthisfloorIstartedcrying.Thebloodonthe

floorisproofofhowmuchSfisobeatme.Why?

How?Whendidwegethere?ThemanIloved

somuch,whendidhebecomeamonster?What

wentwrong?



Myphonerang,seeingThokozani'sname

appearIdecidedtoignoreit.Ineedtogetto

hospital.

Thephonerangagain.

Isighedanddecidedtoanswer.

Me:"Baby"

Thokozani:"Mylove,howareyou?"

Howam I?Idon'tknowbutwhatIknowisI

needtogettothehospital,Ican'ttalkonthe

phonebecauseI'llcry.

Me:"I'm...I'm fine"



Thetears...thetears.

Thokozani:"Mamalet'sdothisagain,Howare

you?"

Ifeltsomethingslimycomingoutofmynose,I

touchedanditwasblood.Istartedhavinga

headacheandfeelingdizzy.

Me:"He...hebeatmeThokozani,Hebeatme"

Ijustbrokedown,Iwasverylightheaded.

Thokozani:"What?Sthandwasam whobeatyou?

Whathappened?Whereareyou?Am onmy

way"



Ifeltverylightheaded,Irememberedsince

SfisoleftIdidn'tclosethegate.

Me:"I...p....Thok..."

ThephonefelldownasIfollowedsuit.Itwas

lightsoutforme.

[Thokozani]

Me:"Mama"

Silence.

Me:"Babytalktome,I'm comingpleasehangin

there,areyoubadlyinjuredorsomething?"



Silence.Ilookedatthephone,Shehasn'thang

up.

Me:"Oyi!!"

Silence.Fuck!!!!Fuckfuckfuck!!!

Itookmyphoneandcarkeysandrushedout.

"Siryouareallovertheinternet"

Ipushedheroutofthewayandrantomycar.

AssoonasIgotin,Idroveofflikeamaniac.

About40minuteslaterIarrived,that'showfast



Idrove.Iparkedrightoutsidethegate,itwas

notevenclosed.Hercarwasparkedoutside.I

raninandopenedthedoor.

AssoonasIwalkedin,Iwaswelcomedbymy

womanlyingonthefloorcoveredbyblood.

TheonlypersonI'm thinkingoffrightnowis

Sfiso.I'm gonnakillhim,IswearIwillfuckenkill

him.Heclearlydoesn'tknowwhoIam.

Ikneeledinfrontofher.

Me:"Baby"

Shewasn'twakingup,Ifeltherpulse.Whew!!!It

wastherealthoughitwasfaint.

Ipickedherupandrushedhertomycar.



Iplacedheratthebackseat.Iwentbackinside

andtookthegateremote,closedthedoorand

wentbacktomycar,closedthegateanddrove

offtothehospital.

ArrivingatMediclinic,Iparkedthecarand

pickedherup.Iraninsideshoutingforhelp.

Luckilytheycamewithastretcherandpushed

hertotheward.Iranbehindthem.

Doc:"Sircanyougobythereceptionandtell

them togiveyouadmissionforms"

Inoddedandwenttodoastold.

WhenIgottothereception,peoplewerestaring



atme.

Igreetedtheladyandaskedforforms,shewas

alsolookingatme.Ifilledtheformsandsigned.

Me:"What'swithallthestares?"

Her:"Siryou...youareallovertheinternet"

IthenremembermyP.Asayingthesamething.

ItookmyphoneoutandIhadalmost20

missedcalls,from journalistsI'm guessingand

othersfrom Mkhuseli,mom anddad.

IwenttotheinternetandwhatIfoundthere

shockedme.



THOKOZANIDLAMINIBEATSHISAWARD

WINNINGGIRLFRIENDOYINTANDOMBATHA

TOAPULP.

Therepicturessupportingtheheading.

Me:"Fuck!!!!!Nonono!!

AsIwasfrustratedwitheveryonelookingatme,

myphonerang.ItwasMrDuma,oneofmy

biggestclients.

Me:"MrDumasir"

MrDuma:"DlaminiwhatthehellisitthatI'm

seeingontheinternet?You'reawomaniser

now!!"



Shit!!!

Me:"SirIdidnotdoit,thosearefakenews"

MrDuma:"Dlaminiorganiseaboardmeeting

fortomorrowmorning"

Hehungup.Ithrewmyphoneonthewall.

Iam sogoingtokillthatSfisoguy.

Iwentbacktotheward.

[Sfiso]



Seeingthatmyplanworkedmakesmehappy,

I'm justnotproudofhittingthemotherofmy

kids.

Iam sittinginmyhousereadingallthe

commentspeoplearesayingaboutthatMoron.

Amessagealertcamethroughonmyphone.

"YOUHAVEMESSEDWITHTHEWRONG

PERSON!YOUWANTEDTOPLAYRIGHT?LET'S

PLAYTHEN"

Immediatelyafterreadingthatmessage,my

phonebeepedagain.

R200000withdrawnfrom myaccount



What????Itriedcallingthebankbutthephone

beepedtwotimes.

"GAMEON"

Anotherone.

R500000Withdrawnfrom adifferentaccount.

NowIwaspacingupanddown,Idecidedto

rushoutanddrivetothebank.

#Unedited
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Insert28.

[Oyintando]

•••Aweeklater•••

NomatterhowmuchItrytoavoiddramainmy

life,itkeepsonfollowingme,itlegitknowsmy

name.IwasveryluckybecausetheinjuriesI

sustainedfrom Sfiso'sbeatingwerenotvery

bad,nodamagewasdonesoIgotdischarged

threedaysago.YepThokozanitookmebackto

thehospitalandthedoctorthankedhim alot

*Rollingeyes*

Anywayallthatdoesn'tmattermuch,mykids!!

Mvelotoldthem thetruth,heliterallytoldthem

SfisoattackedandbeatmetillIlandedin

hospital.Theycriedandconfessedtheirhate



forSfiso.Iam nowsittingherelisteningtohim

andLondekatellingmetoopenacase.

Londeka:"Oyiit'sbeenfouryearssinceyouand

Sfisodivorced,it'sbeenayearsincehe

neglectedthekidsandthenhehastheaudacity

tocomehereandviolateyou!!!Openacase

againstthisbustardOyintando"

Shewasbreathingfire.

Me:"Londekaletitgo,it'sfine.Idon't....."

Mvelo:"It'sagoodthingIsentmyselfthatvideo

thatproveshereallyviolatedyou,nosisterof

mineisgoingtobeavictim ofviolenceand

nothinghappensafterwards,I'm goingstraight

tothepoliceandsincetheywillsayyoutheone



whohastoopenacaseIwillgladlytellthem

thatyouareafraidbecausehethreatenedyou"

AsIwasabouttostophim hetookhiscarkeys

andphonethenleft.

Isighed,IknowMvelo.Hewon'tbackdown

withoutafight.Thelawyerinhim isabeast,it

neverstopstillitgetswhatitwants.

Londekasatdown,sheheldmyhand.

Ndeka:"Mntasewehaveyourbestinterestat

heart,weloveyouandwecan'tjustletSfisoget

awaywithwhathedidtoyou."

Me:"AsmuchIhatewhathedidLondeka,heis



stillthefatherofmykids.It'sbadenoughthat

Mvelotoldthem whatSfisodid,whatwill

happeniftheythenrealiseIgottheirfather

arrested?"

Iwassuddenlyemotional,thisistoomuch

really.

"That'sthebestdecisionyouwouldhavemade

mom,Ipersonallywouldbehappy"

Wheredidshecomefrom?

LondekaandIlookedather.

Me:"Whendidyoustarteavesdroppingon

eldersOluhle"



Olu:"Sorrymom butIwasn'teavesdropping,I

justhappenedtohearyouguysofwhichwas

notmyintention....butIstillthinkauntieNdeka

isright,hehasn'tbeenafathertousinayear

andthenhecomesandbeatsyouup,whatkind

ofamandoesthat?Whatexampleishesetting

onSimbongile?Him beinginprisonwon'tmake

adifference,wewon'tnotice"

Shethenleft,myeyesgotwateryinstantly.I

realisedthatmydaughterisgrown.Asob

escapedmymouth.Londekabroughtmefora

tighthugasIcriedinherarms.

[Sfiso]

I'vebeenreceivingthreatningmessages,Ilost



clients,moremoneyhasbeenwithdrawnfrom

myaccountandtwoofmyworkersatthehotel

resigned.Thepastweekhasbeenveryhardfor

me,I'm tryingtododamagecontrolbutit'slike

I'm pouringwaterinsideabucketfullofholes,

whenIfixthis,thatcrumbles.AsmuchasIhate

sayingthisbutIadmitIregretcrossingthat

Dlaminiguy.

AsIwassittingbusyonmylaptop,myphone

rang....anunknownnumber,Ievendread

answering.

Me:"Hello"

"HeySfiso"

ThatvoicesoundslikeSimi'svoice.



Me:"Simi?"

"Yes...wereallyneedtotalk,it'samatteroflife

anddeath"

Me:"Can'twetalkoverthephone?"

Simi:"Nowecan't...geezrelaxSfiso,Iwant

nothingfrom you,absolutelynothing,Ijustneed

helpformydaughterandyouaretheonlyone

whocanhelpher"

Me:"OkaywecanmeetatCenturionmall

tomorrowmorning"

Simi:"Okaytextmeallthenecessarydetails"



Me:"Okay"

Shehungup.SeewhatImean?

Icontinuedworkingonmylaptop,theintercom

wentoff.Ibuzzedthepersoninandwalkedto

thedoor,theminuteIopenedthedoorIwas

metbypoliceofficersalongsideMvelo.

Me:"Gentlemen"

Pol1:"SfisoKuneneright?"

Inodded,lookingatMvelohelookedpissed

withme.Ifthesepolicemenwerenothere,I

swearhecouldhavekilledme.



Me:"YeshowcanIhelpyou?"

Pol2:"Youareunderarrestforphysically

violatingandthreatningtokillOyintando

Mbatha,everythingcanandwillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw.Youhavetherightto

remainsilence,youhavearighttobringyour

ownlawyer,ifyouhavenonethestatewill

provideyouwithone"

Meanwhiletheotheronecuffedmyhands.I

wassoshocked,theyhavenoproofthatIdidit.

Me:"YouhavenoproofthatIdidit!!Ididnot

violateherinanyway"

Theypushedmetotheirvan.



Me:"Ineedtocallmylawyer"

Pol1:"You'lldothatatthestation"

Mveloclosedmydoorandthengate,they

pushedmeinsidethebackofthevan.Ihave

neverbeensofrustrated.

Thevantookoff.

[Thokozani]

Everythingwentbacktonormalveryquickly,

Mkhuselimadesuremynamewascleared.But

I'm worriedaboutOyi,asmuchassheisnot

showingitIthinksheistakingstraininallof

this.



Iam chillingwithMkhu,wearedrinkingbeer

andtakingadvantageofoursaturdaybecause

weneverrest,wearealwaysbusy.

Mkhu:"Sotellmewhatdowedowiththetwo

millionItookfrom thatfool'saccount?"

Ilookedathim,helaughedandsippedonhis

beer.

Me:"Whattwomillionareyoutalkingabout?"

Iknowexatlywhatheistalkingabout,Iknow

howheoperatesandIknowhehasnotyet

startedtorturinghim,thiswasjustan

introduction.



Mkhu:"Ungenzingathiawaziukuthingikhuluma

nganibafo"(Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowwhat

I'm talkingaboutbrother)

Me:"Whendidyoudoit?"

Mkhu:"Whenyouwerestillbusynursing

maMbatha"

Ishookmyheadanddrankmybeer.

Me:"MaybeopenaneducationalfundforOyi's

kids,I'lltalktoheraboutitwhensheisless

stressed"

Henodded.



Me:"SpeakingofmaMbatha,you'vealways

wantedtomeether,howaboutIcallherand

askifwecouldcomeover?".

Mkhu:"Yeah...doesshehaveasister?"

Me:"Fuckyou"

Helaughed,Itookmyphoneandcalledher.

Oyi:"Baba"

IsmiledbeforeIcouldtalk,somethingabout

thewayshecallsmebabaturnsmeon.

Me:"Mama,kunjan?"(Howareyou?"



Shesighed.

Oyi:"I'm okayIguess"

She'snotokay.

Me:"Lookbabymybrotherwantstomeetyou,

doyoumindifwecomethrough?"

Oyi:"Nonotatall,Idon'tmind.I'llprepareyou

somethingtoeat"

Me:"Okaysthandwasam,Imissyou".

Oyi:"Imissyoumorelove"



Me:"Areyousureyou'reokaythough?"

Shesighed,forthesecondtimenow.

Oyi:"MybrotherhadSfisoarrested"

Me:"Hedidgreat,what'stheproblem with

that?"

Shekeptquite.

Me:"Loveweshalltalkwhenwegetthere,Ilove

you".

Oyi:"Iloveyoutoo"



Shehungup.

Me:"Sfisogotarrested"

Mkhu:"What?MaMbathaopenedacase?"

Me:"No...apparentlyitwasopenedbyher

brotheronherbehalf".

Hekeptquiteforawhile,likehewasthinkingof

something.

Mkhu:"Thebrotherwhoisalawyer?"

Me:"Yeah".



Mkhu:"Greatwhentheygotocourthemust

adddefamationofcharactertothecharges,we

aresuinghim forthat"

Ilaughed,Mkhuseliiscrazy.Everythingisa

gametohim.

Anywayweleftandassoonaswearrived

Simbongilerantome,SbaniandIarenolonger

bestfriends,shesaysIallowedSimbongileto

stealmefrom her.

Me:"Boy,howareyou?"

Simbongile:"I'm good,howareyou?"



Sometimeshetalkslikeagrownman,Him and

Mkhuselihavealreadymetsincewewentto

watchsoccerathisplacetheothertime.

Mkhu:"Zkhiphaniskhokhosam?"(What'supmy

nigga/dog/boss....whateveryoumaycallit

guys )

Simbongile:"I'm gooduncleMkhu"

Wewentinside,whenwepassedbythegarden

Oluwaswiththegirlswhom Iguessareher

friendsandSbaniinthemix.

Wegreetedthem,sheexcitedlymadeherway

tous.



Olu:"UncleTK...hy"

Me:"Heyhowareyou?"

Olu:"OhnoI'm good,can'tcomplain,your

presencewilldomom somegood"

God!!!Oyi'skidsarewaytoomaturedfortheir

ages.

Me:"Issheokay?"

Sheshrugged.

Olu:"Youshallseeforyourself"



Me:"Meetmybrother,Mkhuseli"

Olu:"OhwehaveuncleTKandUncleMK,how

nice.I'm happytomeetmalumz"

Mkhulaughed,Ithinktheygonnagetalong.

Mkhu:"NicetomeetyoutooShana"(Niece)

Shelaughedaswell.

Olu:"IthinkI'm gonnalovedbeingcalledShana,

letmegobacktomyfriends"

Sheleft,wewentinsideandOyiwasdrinking

wineandsnackingwithsaltandvinegarSimba

chips.



Me:"Mama"

Shelookedupandsmiled,herrealandgenuine

smile.

Oyi:"Baba"

Shestoodupandhuggedme.

Me:"Umm okaylove,thisfoolrighthereismy

brotherMkhuseli,Mkhuuyenaumamakelo"

(Thisisher)

Mkhu:"AwumaMbatha,wenaowayenza

umfothewuthiuSofty,sphalaphalasentombi,

ngazengajabulelaukukwaziweMamaka



Thokozani"(Youwhoturnedmybrotherintoa

softy,beautifullady.Iam sohappytomeetyou"

Oyilaughed,Idon'tknowwhyMkhuseliisthis

crazy.

Oyi:"NicetomeetyoutoMkhuseli"

Wesatdown,Oyiofferedusdrinksthenshe

wenttodishup.

Mkhuselistartedwhisperinghisstupidand

nonsensicalnothings.

Mkhu:"Bafosheshaushadelomuntu,muhle

futhiuyathandeka.Uyiyonalenhloboefunwa

wuBaba"(Marryher,sheisbeautifulandsheis

thetypethatdadwantsforus)



Me:"Awuthulendoda"(Shutupman)

Oyicameback,shegaveusthefood.We

startedeatingandthenicefoodgotMkhuseli's

leveloftalkinghigh....veryhighandOyiwasin

fitsoflaughter.Nonethelessitwasgoodseeing

herlaugh.Sbanicame,shewasnowcloseto

Mkhuseliwhokeptontellingherstories,pure

liesifyouaskme.

WehadalovelydayandI'm gladOyiwasnot

focusingonthingsthatstressher.

#Unedited
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Toallthosethattoppedmeup,thanksamillion

youguys.Youarelovedby#Adminzo

Sorryforthelatefor,loadsheddinghad

happenedsoIstartedtypinglate.

Insert29.

[Oyintando]

It'sMondaymorning,Ijustdrovethekidsto

schoolandasI'm drivingtowork,mymindis

alsoworkingovertime.YeswhatSfisodidwas

wronginalllevelsbutcanIreallywatchhim

staybehindbars?OhnoIcan't...Ireallycan't.



HeisthefatherofmykidsregardlessandI

havetothinkforthefuturenotthenow,what

happensiftheychargehim withmanyyears

andithappensthatmykidsneedhim during

thoseyears?

AsmymindwasalloverIdecidedtotakeaturn

anddrivetoJeppepolicestation,that'swhere

heisheld.

........

ArrivingthereIwenttothehelpdesk.

Me:"Hello"

Theladytheregavemeanastylook.

Her:"Yah"



What?Yah?Whatthehell?

Me:"I'm heretodropchargesagainstSfiso

Kunene,Ibelievehewasbroughthere"

Shelookedatmeforawhileandlookedbackat

herbook.

Her:"Mkhize"

Shesaidcallingoneoftheconstables.He

madehiswaytous.

Mkhize:"Yes"



Her:"DowehaveaSfisoKunenehere?"

Mkhize:"Letmecheck"

Hewentinoneoftherooms,aftersometimehe

camewithafile.

Mkhize:"Yeswedohavehim,heisinaholding

cell"

Her:"Mmm talktoher"

Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.

Mkhize:"HowcanIhelpyousisi?"



Me:"I'm heretodropchargesagainstSfiso"

Helookedatmesurprised.

Mkhize:"Why?"

Me:"Becauseit'stherightthingtodo"

Helookedatthefile.

Mkhize:"Sorrybutyounottheonewhoopened

thecasesoyoucan'tdropthecharges"

Me:"Butthiswholethingisaboutmeokay?I

candropthechargesifIwantto,it'saboutme!!

Itismethathebeatupnottheonewhoopened

thecase"



"Sorrysisithisisnotyourhouse!!Youdon'tget

tomakenoiseokay?".

Igotupfrom thechairandchargedtoher.She

isbeginningtoirritatemewithherstinky

attitude.

Me:"Lalelalawenantombazana,I'm notyour

sisterinlawyezwa?Youareheretoworknotto

fuckentellmewhattodoandhowtotalk!!

Smile!!!Youruglyfacecoulddowithasmile"

(Listenhereyougirl).

Itookmybagandwalkedout,leavingthem with

theirdroppedjaws.

Mvelohastomakesurethosecharges.



AsIwasdrivingIwasshitmadatthatgirlwith

herattitude.

Idrovetoworkandjustwalkedin,closed

myselfintheofficeandtriedgettingsomework

done,orderedfewthingsbutIcouldn'tfocus.

ItookmyphoneandsentMveloamessage,at

leastthatwaywewon'thavetoargueoverthe

phone.

"MveloIwasatthepolicestationtodrop

chargesagainstSfisoandtheytoldmeIcan't

becauseI'm nottheonewhoopenedthecase,

sopleasegoanddropthem Mvelo"

Isentitandswitchedoffmyphone.

Icontinuedworking.



[Simi]

Idon'tunderstandwhyisSfiso'sphoneoffnow,

wehadtomeetandtalkbutheisquiet,heeven

resortedtoswitchinghisphoneoff.

Ifinallydecidedgotohisworkplace.

Me:"HeyCass,isMrKunenein?"

Cassandra:"Hey...ohnohedidn'tcomeandhe

hadaveryimportantmeetingwithanimportant

client,Itriedcallinghim buthisphoneisnot

goingthrough,calledhishousenumber,itrings

unansweredsowesentthedrivertogotohis

houseandunfortunatelyhewasn'tthere.Aswe

speak,thecompanyisatthevergeoflosingan

importantclient"



What?ThisisunlikeSfiso,hevalueshis

companyalottobeactingthisway.

Me:"Wow!!Umm okayCasspleasecallmeif

youhearfrom him orifhecomesin".

Igavehermynumbersandleft.Wherecould

thismanbe?

Idrovehomewithaheavyheart,mychild'slife

isonthelineandthisfreaksmeout.

[Thokozani]

AssoonasthemessagecamethroughIgotup

from thechair.WhythehellwouldOyintando

wanttodropchargesagainstthatman?



Wellthemessagestatedherbrother'sname,

meaningthemessagewassenttomeby

mistake.

Idialledhernumbers,ittookmetovoicemail.I

sighedandcontinuedworking.

Assoonasknockofftimecame,IaskedMkhu

totakecareoftherestofthethings,Ithenleft.

Idrovestraighttoherplaceandluckyforme,

whenIarrived,shewasalsodrivinginandshe

hadnotyetpickedthekidsupasitwasearly.

Shesawmeandsmiled,honestlywiththeway

I'm feelingrightnowIcouldn'tevenreturnit.

Webothwentinside.



Me:"Mama"

Oyi:"Baba"

Me:"Itriedcallingyou"

Oyi:"Ohhsorrymyphonebatterydied"

Me:"Oryoujustswitcheditoffbecauseyou

wantedtoavoidyourbrotherafterthesmsyou

senthim?"

Shelookedatmewiththat"Howdoyouknow

look"

Me:"Wellyoumistakenlysentittome"



Sheopenedhermarbleeyes.

Oyi:"Babyit's...wellheisthatfatherofmykids

so...."

Sheshrugged.

Me:"Doyoustilllovehim?"

Oyi:"What?"

Me:"Doyoustilllovehim?That'swhat....doyou

stilllovehim?"

Shechuckled,muchtomyirritation.



Oyi:"Howcouldyouevenaskmethat?I

seriouslycan'tbelieveyouThokozani,youare

oldtobeactinglikea15yearoldjealous

boyfriend"

What?

Me:"Jealousboyfriendyousay?I'm notjealous,

Ijustwanttoknowwhywouldyoudropcharges

againstthemanwhoviolatedyou?Why?Onlya

womaninlovewoulddothat"

Oyi:"Thokozanilistenhere,youwon't

understand!!!Sfisoviolatedmeyesbutforthe

sakeofmykidsIwillnothavehim arrested,noI

won't!Thesekidswillgrowupandtheywill

needtheirfatherandasmuchasyoutryyou



willneverbetheirfather,youarenottheirfather

sopleaseletmedowhat'sbestformykidsand

stopinterfering"

Didshejustsaythat?Tome?

Me:"Wow!WowOyintando.Iwillneverbetheir

father,I'm nottheirfather?HellI'm nottheir

fatheryesbutI'vebeenmakingthem happyfor

thetimetheir"Father"wasn'tthere....infactyou

knowwhat?Dowhatyoubelieveinbutjust

makesurethatthedecisionsyoumakedonot

makemequestionourrelationship,ifyoustill

lovethefatherofyourkidstellme,sothatwe

don'twasteeachother'stime"

Itookmycarkeysfrom thetableandattempted

towalkbutshestoppedme.



Oyi:"ThokozaniI'm sorry...Ishouldn'thavesaid

thatand....."

Me:"Don'tbesorry,youknowmydadalways

saywhenapersonsaysthingstoyouwhen

theyareangryitmeanstheymeanthem,that's

howtheyfeel.I'm gonnagiveyoutime,timeto

thinkaboutwhatyouwant,ifyouwantthis

relationshipandifyouarewillingtorespectme,

becausebeingwithmemeansyouwillbeable

torespectmejustasmuchasIwillrespect

you"

Oyi:"Baby"

Me:"Whileyouarethinking,don'tcontactme,

don'tcometomyofficenormyhouse,think



andthinkharderbecauseIwillnothaveyou

remindmethatI'm notthefatherofyour

kids...rememberI'm notwithyoubecauseI'm

desperate,I'm withyoubecauseIloveyoubutI

caneasilyforgetaboutyouandtheloveIhave

foryou"

Ithenwalkedout.

Iloveher,GodknowsIloveherbutIcannever

standthewayshespoketomeandthewayshe

stillcaresaboutherexhusband,Iunderstand

theyweremarriedforlong,theyhavekidsbut

thatisnoexcuseformakingmedoubtherlove

forme.

#Unedited

#Goodnight
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Insert30.

[Mvelo]

AftertheheatedargumentIhadwithOyintando

aboutgettingthatmanreleased,Ijustgottired

ofitanddecidedtodropthecharges.Idon't

knowwhysheisdoingthisandasmuchasshe

keepsonsayingsheisdoingitforherkidsof

whichIdon'tunderstandhowbecauseheisnot

eventhereforthosekids.Sheistheirmother

andastheysay"Mothersknowbest"soIwill

stopinterferingandletherdothingstheway

sheseesfits.

AfterdroppingthechargesIdrovetoheroffice.

Igreetedtheladies,theywereeyeingme.I



madeittoherofficeandfoundhercrying.

Me:"Hey"

Shetookatissueandwipedoffhertears.

Oyi:"Hey"

Me:"Whyareyoucrying?"

Oyi:"It'snothingIcan'tdealwith,need

somethingtodrink?"

Me:"No...I'm notstaying.I'm heretoletyou

knowthatyourmanisfree"



Shelookedatmeandfrowned.

Oyi:"He'snotmyman"

Me:"Yeahwhatever,lookIhavetogo"

Igotup.

Oyi:"Mvelothankyoufordoingthis,oneday

you'llunderstandwhyIdidit"

Ifrollingeyesdidn'tlookgay,Iwoulddoitright

now.

Me:"Okay...haveagreatday"



Iwalkedout,tobehonestI'm pissedwithher.

[Sfiso]

Beinghereforthreedayshasbeenhellforme,

neverhaveIeverthoughtonedayI'dbeinajail

cell.Mybusinessesaremostdefinitely

sufferingatthismoment.

"SfisoKunene"

Igotupfrom thatStiffbenchIwassittingat,

howtheyexpectapersontosleeponthisisa

mysterytomereally.

Theofficerunlockedforme.



Him:"Youarefreetogohome,youareluckythe

chargesweredropped,manyabusivemendon't

getthatopportunity"

Me:"Wh...thechargesweredropped?"

Him:"Youheardme"

Igotout,wewenttothereception,Isignedout

andgotmybelongingsandleft,Ihadtorequest

ubersinceIdidn'thavemycarhere.

WhenitarrivedIdidn'tlookback,Ijustleft.

IhavetoapologisetoOyiandmakethingsright

withmykids,thisreallytaughtmeavaluable

lesson.



[Oyintando]

Thokozani'swordskeptplayinginmyhead"I'm

notwithyoubecauseI'm desperate,I'm with

youbecauseIloveyoubutIcaneasilyforget

aboutyouandtheloveIhaveforyou"

DidIpushhim thatfar?Ikeptcallinghim buthe

wasnotpickingup,Icalledsomanytimeshe

endeduprejectingmycalls...butIam beginning

tothinkheisoverreactingreally.IknowIwas

wrongtosaysomeofthethingsIsaidbut...

Itookmyphoneanddialledhim forthelast

timeandluckilyheanswered.

Thokozani:"Hello"

Wowthat'safirst.



Me:"Baby"

Hekeptquietforawhile.

Thokozani:"Yes"

Me:"I'm sorry"

Thokozani:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"I'm sorry"

Thokozani:"Isaiddon'tbesorry...Ialsosaid

don'tcallme.Igaveyoutimetothinkaboutus,

aboutwhatyouwant"



Me:"I'vethoughtaboutus...IknowwhatIwant

Thokozani...I...."

Thokozani:"Noyouhaven't,forthelasttime

Oyintandostopcallingmeandusethistimeto

think,Ihavetogetbusy"

Hehungup.Mytearswerealreadyfalling.Ilove

him,GodknowsIdoandIdidn'tmeantohurt

him.

#Unedited

#Goodmorning

Justashortthingforthemorning.

Beingahousewife



Insert31.

•••3weekslater•••

[Thokozani]

"Thokozanithisisworkplace!!!Youcan'tbring

yourstresshear,focusman"

Me:"GetthefuckoutofmyofficeMkhuseli!!"

Mkhu:"Thokozaniwe....."

Me:"Getout!!PhumaMkhuseli"



Helookedatmeandleft.Iclosedmyeyes.

DamnImissOyintandorightnow.Ireallycan't

takethisanymore.Shetriedcallingmealotof

timestillshegaveup.Iknowsomemightnot

understandwhyIdidwhatIdidbutIwould

reallyhatebeinginarelationshipwithsomeone

whodoesn'tknowwhatshewants.Iloveher

andIseemyselfmarryinghersoonbutIdon't

wanthertoregretmarryingmeinalongrun.I

tookmyphoneandscrolledtoOyi's

numbers...fuckthis,I'm goingtoher.Itookmy

carkeys,phoneandleft.

OnmywayoutIbumpedintoAsanda.

Her:"SirMrCowellisheretoseeyou"

Me:"I'm rushingsomewhere,pleasetell

Mkhuselitohandleit"



Asanda:"ButSir....."

Ileftherthereandwenttomycar.

IdroveoffandinajustamatteroftimeIwas

there.

Igotoffandwentinside.

Igreetedherstuffandaskedifshe'saround.

Theytoldmeshe'sinandallowedmetogo

through.

Iknockedonceandopened,shewasfacing

down.Morelikesleeping.

Me:"Mama"



Shejumpedup,hereyeswereswollenandI

couldtellshe'sbeencryingjudgingfrom the

boxoftissuesnexttoher.

Me:"Sawubona"(Hello)

Oyi:"Hy"

Itcameoutasawhisper.ThesightIwasseeing

brokemyheart.DidIpushthistoofar?

Tearsmadetheirwaydownhereyes.Iwalked

toher.

Me:"I'm herebaby,I'm hereshhh"

Shegotupandhuggedmefordearlife.



[Oyintando]

ThethreeweeksIspentwithouthim wasso

painful,Icouldn'tcopeandtrustmeIdidalot

ofthinkingandbestbelieveitIloveThokozani

andIwillnevereverdoanythingtojeopardise

whatwehave.

AssoonasIthrewmyselfinhisarms,itfeltlike

home.Iletoutasobandhehuggedmetightly.

Me:"I...I'm sorry"

Hekeptonshushingme.

IcriedinhisarmsandwhenIwasdone.He

mademelookathimm



Thokozani:"It'sokaymylove,Imissedyou"

Me:"I'vethoughtabouteverythingandIlove

youThokozani,ImadeamistakeandI'm sorry.

Ireallyam s...."

Heshutmeupwithakiss,averypassionate

kiss.Mykneesgotveryweak.

Hescoopedmeup,mylegswereonhiswaist.

Me:"Thedoorisnotlocked"

Hebabykissedmeandwalkedtothedoorand

locked.

Thokozani:"Mama"



Me:"Baba"

Thokozani:"Ngyakuthanda"(Iloveyou)

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Thokozani:"AndrightnowIwanttoshowyou

who'sthemaninthisrelationship"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Thokozani:"Youdon'tgettotalktomeasyou

pleaseSthandwasam"

Hehadthissmirkonhisface.



Me:"IsaidI'm sorrybaby"

Thokozani:"DamnImissedyou"

AsIwasabouttotalkhekissedmehungrily

andwalkedwithmetomydesk.Hemademe

sitbuthewasstillstandinginbetweenmylegs.

Thokozani:"MamatodayyouwillknowthatI

loveyoubutmostofallyouwillknowthatI'm

themaninthisrelationshipandyouwillknow

nottotalktomelikeaI'm someidiot"

Ididn'tevenfinishtalkinghe....•••REMOVED•••

[Simi]



Sfisocalledandinvitedmetohishouse,Idon't

knowwhythesuddenchangebuthesounded

nice.

WhenIgottothegateIhitthebuzzer,thegate

slidopen.Idroveinandbabygirlwasfast

asleep.Ipickedherup,carefulnottowakeher

up,closedthedoorandwentin.Heopenedthe

doorforus.

Sfiso:"Hey"

Me:"Hi"

Wesatdown,withSamionmylap.



Sfiso:"CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?"

Me:"NoI'm stillgood"

Henoddedandsatdown.

Me:"Wellletmegettoit"

Sfiso:"CanIputhertobedwhilewetalk?"

Inoddedbecausebabygirlisheavy.Hetook

herandwentaway,inamatterofsecondshe

wasback.

Me:"SfisoSamiissick,sheisnotwellandthe

traditionalhealerbackhomesayssheneedsto

beintroducedtoyourancestors,aceremony



mustbeperformedforherbeforesomething

badhappens"

Helookedatmethenlookeddown.

Sfiso:"Simi"

Me:"Mmm"

Sfiso:"I'm sorry,I'm sorryforeverything.I'm

sorryforthepainIcausedyou,I'm sorryyou

hadtoraiseourdaughteralone.Imissedouton

3yearsofherlifeandatthismomentIfeellike

acompletejerk.Sheshouldhavebeen

SiphosethubutbecauseIwasn'tthereshehad

tobeSiphosami."



Iwasgobsmacked.AwholeSfisoapologising?

Thishadchangedsomuch,hewasdifferent

from thategocentricSfisoIknowandhate.

Me:"It'sokaySfiso,allIneedistheceremony

formychild"

Sfiso:"OurchildSimi...from nowgoingforward

I'dliketobefullyin.Iwilldotheceremony,just

setthedate"

Isighedwithrelief.

Me:"Thankyousomuch,I'llhavemyfamily

decideaboutthedate"

Sfiso:"OkayI'llalsotalktomydadbecauseI



don'treallyeverythingthatneedstobedone"

Inoddedandthentherewascompletesilence.

Sfiso:"She'sbeautiful...beautifullikehermom"

Ismiled.

Me:"Withthatbigheadofyours....pleaseshe

doesn'tlooklikeme"

Welaughed,onsomerealthough,Sami'shead

guys.Sheisveryprettynonetheless.

Sfiso:"Andyouarejealousright?"



Me:"Ohplease"

Welaughedandtheawkwardsilencecame

back.

Me:"Ummm weneedtogetgoing"

Sfiso:"Okaythen,letmegogether"

Inodded,hecamebackwithanawakeSami.

Sami:"Mama"

Me:"Heybaby"

Shecried,wavingherhandstome.Itookher,



shekeptquite.

Sfisoplayedwithheralittle.

Sfiso:"Whenareyoubringinghertovisit"

Me:"Idon'tknow,weshalltalk."

Henoddedandwalkedusout.IputSamionher

carseatandsaidgoodbyetoSfiso.

#BAHWWMP

#Unedited

FindtheREMOVEDonthepagelateron.

Insert32.



[Oyintando]

AfterThokozanilefttheoffice,Ihonestly

couldn'tfocus.Iwashappythatwefixedthings,

IwashappythathemissedmejustasmuchI

missedhim andhealsosufferedjustlikeIdid.

ButmostofallIwasthinkingofthethingshe

didtome,onmydeskandmywall.

Justthethoughtofthatbroughtasmiletomy

faceasIwasdrivingtogopickthekidsupfrom

school.

Thedrivewasn'tevenlong,Iarrivedandgotmy

kids.

Theygreetedmeandasperusualtheystarted

narratingtomehowtheirdaylookedlikebutI

noticedthesisterwassmilingalonenot

listeningtowhatanyofusweresaying.Ijustlet

herbebutI'llgettothat.

Myphoneranganditwasconnectedto



bluetooth.Icouldn'trecognisethenumbers.

Me:"Hello?"

SilencebutIcouldhearthepersonbreathing.

Me:"Hellllo!!"

"Oyihey"

It'shim,it'sSfiso.ItookadeepbreathbeforeI

couldtalk,Ilookedatmykidsandrealisedthat

theyheardthatit'stheirfatheroncalljudgingby

thelooksontheirfaces.

Me:"Sfiso"



Sfiso:"Ummm yes....Hi,it'sme"

WhatdoIsaynext?

Me:"Okay"

Sfiso:"I..weneedtotalk"

Me:"About?"

Sfiso:"Everything,canIcomeovertoyour

house?".

Me:"Okay,whendoyouwanttotalk?"



Am Imakingtherightdecisionbyagreeingto

seehim?

Sfiso:"Later,today?"

Me:"Okayseeyoulaterthen"

Ihungup.

Ithoughtthekidswouldtalkbuttheydidn't,

theyjustfocusedonwhatevertheyweredoing.

WearrivedathomeandIwastootiredtocook

soIorderedin.

Me:"Doyouguyshavehomework?"



Olu:"IdiditclasssonopeIdon'thaveit"

Sbani:"Teachersaidweshouldlearnvowel

sounds"

Simbongile:"Igotnonetoday"

Me:"Okaygoandchangethen,Sbaniwewilldo

vowelsoundsinnotime".

Theyleft.Sigh....Ihadtheurgetogotopeebut

mynunawasburninglikenobody'sbusiness.

Isatonthecouchandscrolledthroughthe

channels,myphonebeeped.

"Ikhekhelakholimnandikodwamama"



Thokozani.

Ismiledandsenta"Mxm ithurts"

Hecalledmealmostimmediately.

Me:"Baba"

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam,uthiyini

ebuhlungu?"(Mylove,what'spainful?)

Me:"Lekhekheothilimnandi"(Thecakethatyou

sayisnice)

Thokozani:"OhhhkodwaMaMbatha!!!

Umusukhalakhona,yesesuvele

ungisanganise...ngizwesewuthiphelaAhhh

ye...yes,No....ohyeah,rightthere....oh



Thokozaniplease....stop,whyareyou

stopping"(MaMbathathough!!Whenyoustart

moaning!Youjustdrivemecrazy)

Hetriedimitatingmyvoice,afterthatwe

crackedupinlaughter.

Me:"Youareoutofyourmind"

Thokozani:"Iloveyou,wherearethekids?"

Me:"Theyaresomewhereinthehouse"

Thokozani:"Okay,passmygreetingstothem"

Me:"Willdothat"



Itbecamesilentforawhile.

Thokozani:"Khulumaphelamama,Iknowyou

wannasaysomething"(Talk)

Itookdeepbreath,Ihavetotellhim.

Me:"WellI...Sfisocalledme"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Baby"

Thokozani:"Ngilalele,qhubeka"(I'm listening,

continue)



Me:"He...he...hesaidwouldliketocomeand

talktome"

Thokozani:"And?"

Me:"Isaidit'sokayhecancomethrough"

Thokozani:"Okaythen"

Me:"BabyIonlywannahearhim out,Iswear

there'snothingmoretoit"

Thokozani:"Sthandwaminaangishongolutho,I

gaveyouthreeweekstothinkcarefullyabout

whatyouwantandIbelieveyouthought

carefullysowhateverhappensfrom nowonit'll



bebecauseofwhatyouwerethinkingabout,I'm

notworriedaboutanything,hencewhyIwon't

evenfightaboutthis"(Mylove,Ididn'tsay

anything)

Me:"Okaythanksbabe,pleaserestassuredthe

3weeksthatyougavemewasenoughforme

tothinkanddecidewhatIwantandIloveyou,I

wantandneedyouinmylife".

Thokozani:"Iloveyoutoomamaziwam"

ForrealthoughIlovehim andIwon'tdo

anythingtoruinwhatwehave.

[Sfiso]



Ihaveneverbeensonervousinmylife.The

amountofshameI'm feelingrightnowisasbig

asmountkilimanjaro.Ihaven'tseenmykidsin

twoyears,whodoesthat?Whatkindofafather

doesthatmakeme?DoIevendeservetobea

father?

IwentandboughtOlu'sfavouritechocolates,

boughtSbaniadollandSimbongileaballsince

helovessoccer.

WhenIwasdonebuyingevensweetsandother

nicethings,IdrovetoOyi's.Isatinsidethecar

forabout5minutesbeforeIcouldbuzzonthe

intercom.Theyletmein.

OyiopenedthedoorandGodIcouldn'teven

lookather.



Oyi:"Hy"

Me:"Hey"

Sheallowedmeinandthekidsweresitting

thereplayingMonopolyonthecarpet.They

didn'tevendaretolookatme.

Oyiletthewaytothelivingroom,Itookagood

lookatherandshelookedverygood.Icould

tellthatsheishappyanddoingbetterwithout

me.

Isatdownandsodidshe.

Igreetedthekids,theygreetedbackjustasa

form ofshowingrespectbuttheyhadzero



interestinme.

Oyi:"Whatdidyouwanttotalkabout?"

Onceuponatimeweusedtoco-parentandit

wasallgooduntilofcourseIruinedeverything.

Me:"GuysIhavesomethingforeachoneof

you"

Theylookedatme.

IshowedOluthechocolates.

Olu:"WellInolongereatthose,theymakemy

skinoily"



Shethenstoodupandleft.

Simbongile:"Hadyoubeeninourlives2years

agoyouwouldhaveknownthatInolongerlove

soccer,Inowplayrugby"

Hefollowedhissister.

Sbani:"Isthedollmine?"

Me:"Yesbabyit'syours"

Shetookitandthankedme.

Me:"OyibeforeanythingI'dliketoapologisefor



allthepainI'veputyouthrough,forhurtingyou.

I'm sorryforbeinganabsentfather"

Oyi:"ForwhatyoudidtomeIhonestlydon't

needyourapologybutbecauseI'm agood

personandIhatedrama,I'lljustsayapology

accepted.Buttherealpeoplewhoneed

explanationsandapologiesareyourkids"

Isighed,she'sright.

Shestoodupandleft.Aftersometimeshe

camebackwiththekids.

Theysatdown,Sbaniwithnocareofwhat's

happening.



Oyi:"Guysyourdadwantstotalktoyou"

Simbongilehadhiseyesclosed.

Me:"WellguysI....."

Simbongile:"Everythingisinfire,Icansmellthe

smoke,everythingisinflames"

Wealllookedathim.

Myphonerang,itwasMphooneofthesecurity

guysinmycompany.

Me:"Ineedtotakethis"



Iansweredthecall.

Mpho:"Sirthere'sfireeverywhere,thebuilding

isburningdowntoashes"

Me:"What??Whatthehellhappened!?"

Mpho:"I....Idon'tknow,itjusthappened,Ineed

toseekhelpbye"

Hehungup.

Me:"Fuck!!!Ineedtogo,I'm sorrywewill

continuetalking."

Iranoutbeforetheycouldeventalk.



Howcomemybuildingburndown?Imean

there'sno....unlesssomeoneburntit.

IdrovetoCornwallanditfeltlikeaverylong

drive.

Iincreasedthespeedand

BANG!!!!!!!!!Ihitsomething,shit!!Whatcouldit

be.

IgotoutofthecartogolookandOhhhhshit!!!!

Nonono....Ikilledaperson,Ihitaperson.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

Tobecontinuedtomorrow.



#BAHWWMP

Insert33.

[Sfiso]

Ilookedather,whatdoIdonow?Ikneeled

downtocheckherpulse,itwastherebutfaint.I

havetocallanambulance....noitwilltakelong

andIcan'thavethisladydyingonmyaccount.I

pickedherupquicklyandputherattheback

seat.Luckyformenocarswerecoming.Igot

insidethecaranddroveofftoMidstream

hospitalsinceitwastheclosest.

AssoonasIgotthereIgotheroutandrushed

herin.

Me:"Help!!!!Pleasehelp!"



Luckilythestretcherwasrushedtowardsme

andtheyplacedherthere.

AstheyrushedhertothewardorwhereverI

followedbehindthem.

Thedoctorcametome.

Doc:"SirI'm afraidwecan'tletyouinatthe

moment,she'sinaverybadcondition,sowe

havetodealwiththesituationnow"

Me:"I....Can,canIcomebacktomorrow

morningtoseeher?"

Shenoddedandaskedmetofillinadmission

forms.HowdoIevenfillthem in?Idon'tknow



herna...ohherhandbag!Iquicklywenttomy

carandgotthebag.Isearcheditandlucky

enoughIfoundthewalletwhichhadtheI.Dcard

andbankcards.Iwentbackinsideandfilledthe

formsthenIleft.

*Sigh*Ican'tbelieveallthethingsthatare

happeningtome.IdrovetoCornwalltofindout

whathappenedtomyoffices.

WhenIgottheretheplacewasfullofpoliceand

firefighters.

IrantoMphosinceheisthefirstpersonmy

eyeslandedon.Myheartwasbeatingoutofmy

chest,lookingatthebuildingitwasburnteven

outside,Itwasashes.Mykneesgotveryweak,I

couldn'tstandanymoresoIjustwentdownon

myknees,tearsmadetheirwaydown.



Iworkedhardforallofthis,Ibuiltthisplace

from scratch.Allmyhardwork,allburntdown.

Whowoulddothistome?Whywouldtheydo

thistome?

Me:"Mpho!!What....whathappened?"

Mpho:"SirIdon'tknow,Iswearnoonecame

here,alltheotherguardscanconfirm thatand

moreoverwecheckedthefootagesfrom all

aroundtheyard,noonecame"

Helookedscared.

Me:"Sowhathappened?Whathappened

Mpho!!!?"



Hekeptquiet.Igotupandthepoliceoffice

came,askedmestupidquestionssoIlefthim

thereandwentinside.Theceilinghadfallen,

whatusedtobedeskswasnowcoals.Ikept

jumpingallthethingsthatwereburntonthe

floorandheadedtomyofficeoratleastwhat

usedtobemyoffice.Thewallwasblack,The

picturesIhadplacedonthewallwereburn,I

sawtheremainsoftheframesonthefloor.

Everythingwasgone,allmyimportant

documents,my....Iletoutasob,myheartwas

reallyshattered.Iwalkedoutandwenttomy

car,leavingeveryonebehind.

WhileIwasdriving,withmymindworking

overtime.Myphonerang.

Me:"Hello"



"MrKunenethehotelisburningdownand....and

wearetrapped,wecan'tgooutofthebuilding.

The....thethere'salsopeoplewhogotburnt

insidetherooms....pleasehelpus"

Ilostcontrolofthecaranddroveintoatruck.

AllIrememberhearingwasthesoundof

hooters.

[Oyintando]

Sfisowillneverchange.Howcanhedothisto

thekids?Hemadethem believethathewould

isbackintotheirlivesandthenhegoesanddo

this!



"Areyouwatchingthenews?"

Ansmsfrom Londekacamethrough.Itookthe

remoteandswitchedtotheEtvnews.

"Thereisahugefireatbluehillshotel,the

employeesandguestsatatthehotelaresaid

tobestuckinthebuildingandarewaitingfor

therescueteam togethereandgetthem outof

thebuilding.Thep...."

Ididn'tevencontinuewatching.Bluehillsis

Sfiso'shotel.Couldthatbethereasonwhy

Sfisoleftlikethat?Whocouldhaveburnthis

hotel?

Itookmyphoneanddialledhisnumberbutit

tookmetovoicemail.



Simbongile:"Mama"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Yesmyboy"

Simbongile:"Iseealotofbloodondad's

clothes.GogoandMkhulusaytheyareangry

andtheywon'tstopuntilheapologise"

Me:"What?Wh....Simbongile"

Ilookedathim,thetimehetoldmehehada

dream ofmecarryingtwinsIthoughtitwasjust

adream and...Ohno!!!Ohnothiscan'tbe

happening.Hedidsaysomethingaboutthefire,



everythinggettingburnt.

Me:"BoyareyoutalkingtogogoandMkhulu"

Henodded.

Me:"Canyouseethem now?Whatarethey

saying?"

Simbongile:"Theyarenotherenowbutthey

showedmedadlyinginapoolofblood,they

alsotoldmethattheywon'tstopuntilhe

apologises"

No!!!Mysonisstillyoungforallthis.Theycan't

bedoingthis,heistooyoungtobeseeingsuch

things.Tearsmadetheirdownmyface.



Simbongils:"Whyareyoucryingmom?"

Iwipedoffmytearsandaskedtogotohis

room.IcontactedLondeka.

Me:"Mntase"

Londeka:"OyiSfisowasinvolvedinaverybad

caraccident"

Me:"What?Wheredidyougetthat?"

Londeka:"It'sallovertheinternetOyi"

Ihungupandwentonline.Anythereitwas,the



caraccidentthathappenedinCornwall.

WhywasheinCornwall?Wasn'thesupposeto

beatbluehills?

Inothernewsupdate,ApictureofSfiso's

buildinginCornwallburntdown.

OhmyGodwhat'shappening?

MyphonestartedringingandIcouldn'tanswer,

Iwasstillshook.Couldmyparentsbetheones

doingthis?

[Snethemba]

Theysmiledatmeastheyledmetowheremy

weddingdressis.Icouldn'tbelievethatIwas

gettingmarriedsoon.Butwhatsurprisesmeis



thatI'venevermetmysoontobehusband.

Mom:"ComeSne"

Me:"Butmom firstwehavetotalkaboutthis

manI'm supposetogetmarriedto,Idon'tknow

him.WhatifIdon'tlovehim?"

Dad:"Snemychild,heisagoodman,youwill

lovehim butmoreover,heneedsyou,youalso

needhim.Youneedeachother"

Ismiled,Ibelievemydad.Hehasneverliedto

meortoldmesomethingthatisnotright.

Mom smiledatmeassoonshesawthatIwas

readytogoseethedress,sheheldmyhand



andthenwegottohercloset.

OhmyGod!!Abeautifulwhitecinderelladress.I

loveitandIcan'twaittowalkdowntheaisle

wearingit,withmydadbymyside.

Dad:"HeistheoneSnethemba,theancestors

toldus,yourdestinationhasfinallycometoan

end,youhavearrived"

Me:"Ican'twaittofinallyseehim"

Mom:"WeloveyouSnemychild.Makeus

proud,bethewifetoyourhusbandanddoyour

wifelyduties.Letusgotosleep,goodnight"

Me:"Goodnightmom...dad"



Dad:"Goodnight"

Hekissedmyforeheadandtheywenttosleep.I

justsattheresmiling.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Insert34.

[Oyintando]

Whentheysaythingscanhappenfastthey

meaninthismanner.OneminuteSfisowas



here,thenextminuteherushedoutduetothe

fireathiscompanyandthenthehotel,nowhe

isfightingforhislifeinhospital.

Howdoesallofthathappen?Howcantherebe

firestartingfrom nowhereandburnbuildings?

What'spainfulisthatsomepeoplewhowereat

thehotellosttheirliveswhilesomegotsaved

buttheylandedinhospital.

Mykidshavebeensittingherelookingatme,

youknowwhenyouareparent,yourkidsrelyon

you,theytrustyoutoperform miraclesbutit's

unfortunatethatthere'sreallynothingIcando.

It'sbeenaweeksinceSfisohadanaccident

andheisinaverybadstatesomuchthatthey

saidtheywon'tallowkidstoseehim,heisnot

respondingtoanythingtreatmenttheytryatthe

hospital,eventhedoctorsaresurprisedasto



what'sreallyhappeningbecausetothem he

appearstobedeadbutthemachinessayheis

alive,soIaskedthem tonotswitchoffthe

machinesbecausehemightpullthrough.

SomemaysayIstilllovehim buttrustmeI

don'tnotevenatinybitbutthefactthatheis

thefatherofmykidsmakesitharderformeto

actoutofangerincertainthingsbecause

shouldsomethinghappentohim mykidswill

beaffected.TheyloveSfisoalot,theywerejust

madathim forabandoningthem butthepast

daysIsawhowmuchtheylovehim,theysent

him getwellsooncards,sweetsbecause

apparentlysomeonewho'sinhospitalneedsa

lotofcandy,thatisaccordingtoprincess

"Sbani".

AnywayI'm waitingforThokozanitocomeget



theus,he'sbeenverysupportivetokids.He

makessurethattheyarealwayshappy,today

heistakingustoGoldreefcity.

AsIwaspackingjacketsforthem andclothes

forSbani,hewalkedin,I'm guessingSimbongile

openedforhim becausetheyarecoming

together.

Hegreetedthekids,asalwaystheywerehappy

toseehim.

Hethencametomeandkissedmycheek.

Thokozai:"Mama"

Me:"Baba"



Hesmiled,healwayssmilewhenIcallhim baba,

hesayshecannevergetusedtothat.

Thokozani:"ukahlesthandwasam?"(Areyou

okaymylove)

Me:"I'm goodbaby,yourself?"

Thokozani:"Hayiingikhahle,asambeniphela

baby"(I'm good,let'sgoalready)

Me:"YahI'm done,pleasetakethesetothecar

forme"

Hetookthebagsandfrowned.



Thokozani:"Awubuyiyinidali?Whyarethese

bagsheavy?"(Aren'tyoucomingbackdarling?)

Olu:"AhhhhuncleTKmom islikethat,she

packsJerseys,pairsofsocks,changeof

clothesforSbaniandandand,ehesaysincase

theweatherchanges"

Thentheylaugh,shouldtheweatherchange

shewillbethefirstonetoaskforherjacket.

Me:"OhoOluhleyouknowyou'llbethefirstone

asking"Mom doyouhavemyjacket"butnow

youaremakingfunofme"

Shelaughed.



Olu:"Iknowmyqueen,that'swhyIloooveyou"

Mxm thiskid.Whenallwaspackedwewentout

tothecarandleft.

............

Arrivingthereweboughtticketsandthekids

wenttoplaywhileThokozaniandIwatched,we

thendecidedtotakeawalkforICECREAM.

Thokozani:"Mama"

Me:"Baby"

Thokozani:"Namhlanjengizohambangiye

ekhayaokwes'khashana,theycalledandsaid

weareneeded"(TodayI'llbegoinghomefora

shortwhile)



Me:"Okayandwhenareyoucomingback?"

Thokozani:"ProbablyMonday"

Okaysotodayit'sSaturday.

Me:"Okaynoproblem them"

Thokozani:"AndIwasthinking"

Me:"I'm listening"

Thokozani:"IloveyoubabyandIdon'tknow

aboutyoubutIfeelreadytomakeyoumywife,

soIwasthinkingoftalkingtomyunclesandtell



them aboutusandthatIneedthem to

representmeatthelobolanegotiations"

Iwantedtosaysomethingbutwordsfailedme,

soIjustwentsilent.Mymindwastheonedoing

thetalking.

Thokozani:"Mamaungizwile?"(Didyouhear

me?)

Me:"I....wellwe...."

Thokozani:"That'sifyoudowannamarryme,I

won'tpushintoanythingbabybutalsoIwant

youtoknowthatI'm notgettinganyyounger,I

don'twanttobeaboyfriendmywholelife."



Me:"Ihearyou"

Thokozani:"Doyouwannamarryme?"

Me:"Yesbutnotnow"

Henoddedandsilencetookit'splace.Icould

tellthathewasverysad.

Afterouricecream wewenttocheckonthe

kids.

•••AMONTHLATER•••

[MrsKunene]

Sfisohasbeeninhospitalforamonth,heis



runningoutofmoneytopaythehospital

becausethedoctorsthinkweshouldswitchoff

themachines.Tothem heappearstobedead

butaccordingtothemachinesheisalive.They

havetriedandexhaustedeveryoptionthereis

tohelphim butnothingworked.Iam now

sittingwithmyhusband,helooksdrainedand

defeatedtosaytheleast.

Me:"Baba"

Him:"Mmm"

Me:"Maybeweshouldgothetraditionalroute,

sittinghereandhopingforamiracleisnot

helping"

Heexhaledandnodded.OnethingIloveabout



myhusbandisthatheneverobjectstoanything

Isay,heagreeswithmeallthetime.Itookmy

phoneandcalledMakhosi.

Me:"SawubonaMakhosi"(Greetings)

Hegruntedandchanted.

Makhosi:"EMbumbulu,kuzomelenithathe

undodananimhambiseeMbumbulu,kukhona

laphoazolutholakhonausizo"(Youhavetotake

yoursontoMbumbulu,that'swherehewillget

help"

Me:"KuphieMbumbuluMakhosi?"(Wherein

Mbumbulu?)



Makhosi:"Kukhonaikhehlaeliyinyangaenkulu

esgodinisaseMbumbulu,akhekhoumuntu

ongalazi,nifikenibuzengoMahlathini"(There's

anoldmaninthatvillage,everyoneknowshim.

JustaskforMahlathinitheywilltakeyouto

him"

AsIwasabouttotalkhehungup.

Me:"BabakuthiwasizolutholaeMbumbulu

usizo,wehavetohurryandhaveSfiso

dischargedthendrivetheretoday"(Theysaywe

willgethelpinMbumbulu)

Heexhaled.

Him:"Okaylet'sgobutfirstpackasportsbag

forhim sothatwecanchangehim anddrive



thereassoonaspossible"

Inoddedandwenttopackhissportsbag,then

weleft.

Arrivingatthehospital,wehadhim discharged

thenbeganourjourneytoMbumbulu.

[Snethemba]

I'm finallyhealing,Igotdischargedtwoweeks

agoandIcouldn'tbehappier.Ihatehospitals

withpassion.ThingisI'm averytraditional

person.Ialsohaveagiftofseeingthingsthat

peoplecan'tseeandtalktopeoplewhodieda

longtimeago.ThepastfewdaysIhaddifficulty

connectingtomyancestors,Ineededanswers

afterthedream Ihadaboutmegettingmarried



tosomeoneIdon'tknow.Ifeelsofrustrated,

whydon'ttheyletmeseethisperson.

Igotupfrom thechairandwenttomysecret

room,Ilit3whitecandlesand3redcandles.I

startedprayingthenIaskedthegreatancestors

torevealtomewhatthedream meant.

Asmyeyeswereclosed,adarktallman

appeared.Hewasstandingatthealter,waiting

formetowalkdowntheaisleandthen

momentslater,thereIwasinawhitedress.

ThesamedressIsawmymom givingmeinthe

dream.Iwalkeduptothishandsomeman,he

wasallsmiles.

MynameisSnethembaMkhize,Iam 31years

ofage.Iam whatyoucallaprophet.Iuse

candlesandwatertoperform myprophecy.I



haveneverworkedadayinmylife,my

ancestorsonlywantmetohelppeopleinthat

traditionalmannernotbywakingupandgoing

toworkandtrustmeImakealotofmoney,

moneythatiswaymorethanthatofaperson

wakingupeverydaytogotowork.

RightnowI'm onaquest,aquesttofindthis

manI'm supposedtogetmarriedto.

#Goodmorning

#Unedited
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[MrKunene]

AfterhoursofdrivingtoKZNwefinallyarrived

inMbumbulu.Wekeptondrivingaroundasking

abouttheMahlathinipersonwhoissupposeto

helpmysonbutnooneseemstoknowhim,I'm

sofrustratedandseeingSfisolyingonhis

mother'slaphelplesslyisn'tmakingthings

easier.

Me:"Awushomkami,thispersonofyourssaid

everybodyknowsthepersonwearelookingfor

butwe'vebeendrivingaroundandnoone

knowshim,kantiyinivele?"(Tellmeheremy

wife)

ShekeptonbrushingSfiso'shead,withtearsin

hereyes.



Her:"KeepondrivingKunene,wecan'tgiveup

now".

2hourslaterwewerestillontheroad,we

stoppedtwiceforthetoiletandfood.

Weweredeepwithinthebundus,thereareno

peopleloiteringaroundthestreetslikeother

locations,youonlyseecowsandgoats.

Asweweredrivingluckilyayoungladywas

walkingtowardsthecar.Istoppedandcalled

her.

Shewalkedtous,shehadonayellowface

maskwhichIbelieveisforsunprotection

becausebestbelieveitthisplaceisscotching

hot.

Me:"Sawubonasisi"(Hello)



Her:"Yebosawubonababa"(Greetings)

Me:"Nganeyamisilahlekile,sihambasifuna

inyangaokuthiwawuMahlathini,ungakwazi

ukusisiza?"(Mychild,wearelost.Weare

lookingforatraditionalhealercalledMahlathini,

canyouhelpus)

Shesmiled,shelookslikeafriendlyyounglady.

Her:"Ohhhhaiibabamasenilasenifikile,

mangabeubab'Mahlathinienimufunayowuye

loowaziwayolaesgodinithenkhululekani

ngobanimtholile"(Youhavefoundhim,ifheis

theMahlathinithatiswellknowninthevillage

thenyouhavefoundhim)



Wifey:"Canyoupleasedirectus?"

Her:"NginganihambisaMaumakungena

nkinga"(Icantakeyouthereifyoudon'tmind)

Iopenedthedoorforher,sheclimbedintheI

droveoff,shestartedgivingmedirections.

Me:"MinangiwuBab'Kunene,loumkamiuMa

Kunenethenlowayindodanayam uSfiso,uyena

esimdingelausizo"(Iam Mrkunene,that'smy

wifeandthat'smysonSfiso,heistheweare

seekinghelpfor)

Her:"Ohhhngijabulelaukunazi,minangiwu

Thabisile.Ngyathembanizolitholausizo"(Nice

meetingyou,Iam ThabisileandIhopeyouwill

findhelp)



Thabisile:"Wearehere".

Iparkedoutsidethegate,it'saveryhugeyard

fullofrondavels

Thabisile:"Minangizonishiyakhonala"(I'llleave

youhere)

ItookoutR100andgaveittoher.

Me:"Thankyousomuchforyourhelpsisi,may

Godblessyou"

Thabisile:"Ohnobabait'snoproblem,youdon't

havetopayme"



Me:"Don'ttakeitaspaymentbutratheras

appreciationmychild.Haditnotbeenforyou,

wewouldstillbelooking"

Shesmiledandthankedme,assoonassheleft

ayoungmanapproachedus.

Him:"uBabauthiningangeniegcekeni,nime

khonalapho.Ngizobuyenginitsheleukuthi

ngenani"(Fathersaysyoushouldnotcome

insidetheyard,I'llcomebackandtellyouto

comein)

Justlikethatheleft,notevenagreeting.

Wifey:"Thisiscrazy!!!Howlongmustwewait?"

Shewasveryfrustratedtosaytheleast.

SometimesIdon'tunderstandher.



Wewaitedforalmostanhour,theboycame

backwithabucketandbroom.

Him:"Ngicelanisondele"(Pleasecomecloser)

Wewenttostandnearhim,hesprinkledthe

wateronusandthenmadeusdrink.

Him:"Ngicelanivuleumnyangowemotolapho

kunesgulanekhona"(Pleaseopenthedoor

wherethesickpersonis)

Howdidheknowthere'ssomeoneinthecar?I

wenttoopen.HesprinkledthewateronSfiso,a

lotofwater.

Wewerethensummonedinside,Ihadtocarry



Sfisoallthewayin.Helookeddead,withallthe

injuriesonhisfaceandbody.

[Oyintando]

MykidswenttovisitLondeka,Iam with

Thokozaniandeversinceheaskedifhecould

sendhisunclestomineforlobolaandIrefused,

he'sbeendistant.

Iam cookingandheishelpingmewithpeeling.

Idon'tknowwhywearecookingsomuchfood

becausethekidswillbegoneforaweeksince

schoolsareclosed.

Me:"Baby"



Isaidthatwhilebusystirringthepot.

Tk:"Mama"

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Tk:"Yeah...yeahI'm finebaby,why?"

Ishrugged.

Me:"I'm justasking,you'vebeenabitdistant

lately"

Hesighedandcamebymyside.Hetookmy

handsoIcouldlookathim.



Tk:"MamaIloveyou,Iloveyousomuchthatit

scaresme.Ihaveneverlovedthismuch,Ihave

neverbeensoscaredoflosingapersonand

hellIhaveneverwantedtomarryapersonso

bad.WhatI'm tryingtosayisI'm notgettingany

youngerandI'vealwayshadadream of

marryingthefirstwomanIfalldeeplyinlove

withandyouarethatwoman.Iknowand

understandthatyouhavebeenthroughalot,I

knowyouprobablyfearmarriagebutyou've

beendivorcedfor4yearsnowbaby.CanInot

sufferforanotherman'smistakes?Ifyouknow

youarenevergonnabereadytogetmarried

againoryoudon'twannamarrymethentellme

nowsothatIcanwalkawayandhealwhenit's

stealearly.Myfatherkeepsonaskingmewhen

am Igettingmarriedand......"

Me:"Iwillmarryyou"



Tk:"No!!NomamaI'm notsayingallthis

becauseIam forcingyou,Ijustwantyouto

knowhowIfeelaboutyou,Iwanttostarta

familywithyou,abigfamily.10kidsrunning

aroundourhouse,I'dbethehappiestmanalive.

IloveyouMaMbatha,Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"I'llmarryyouThokozani,I'm notpressured.

IloveyouandIwasjustscaredbutIwould

ratherbescaredthantoloseyou,you'vebeena

goodmantomeandmykidsandIloveyouso

somuch"

Ilovehim and4yearslaterIfeelready,Iwantto

beMrshim,MrsDlaminiandIwanthim tobe

Mrme.

Hesmiled,Goshishecrying?Heiscrying.



Me:"Baby"

Heclosedhiseyesandbroughtmeinforatight

hug.Hesqueezedmefordearlifethenheletgo.

Tk:"Thankyoumama,thankyouSthandwasam.

Ngiyak'thanda,ngik'thandaimpela"(Thankyou

mylove,Iloveyouforreal)

Wekissed,ourkissedescalatedveryfast.He

pickedmeupandputmeonthekitchen

counter.

Me:"Wewillburnthefood."

Heswitchedoffthestoveandcamebacktome.



Tk:"Let'smakebaby1of7"

Ismiled,heiscrazy.Iam notmaking7more

babies.

•••REMOVED•••

[MrKunene]

Wegotin,therondavelwasverydarkand

creepy.

Assoonaswewalkedin,hegruntedand

growled.



Mahlathini:"Bekaumfanaphansi,akufuneki

mfazila"(Puttheboydown,nowomanis

neededinhere)

Ilookedatmywife.

Me:"Gowaitformeinthecar"

Her:"No!!NoKunene,I'm notleaving"

Isighed.

Mahlathini:"Mfazingithiphuma!!!!"(Woman!!!I

saidgetout!!)

Hisvoicehadchanged,itwasverygruffand

scary.Shegotupandranoutquickly.



Mahlathini:"Uvumelaniukudlalwawumfazi?"

(Whydoyouallowawomantoplayyou?)

Me:"Angizwa?"(Excuseme)

Mahlathini:"Lomfaziwakhoukusebenzisela

umuthi,ukwenzeukuthiungaphikisaninaye,

yingakhouvumelananakhokonkeakushoyo.

Awumbuzinganiukuthiuyazelaphiinyanga

enithumelela?"(Yourwifeisusingmutionyou,

shemadeyoutoobeyeverythingshesays,why

didn'tyouaskherhowsheknowsthetraditional

healerthatreferredyoutome?)

Ikeptquite,thishithard.Ican'tbelievethat

woman.



Mahlathini:"Abaphansibathukuthele,lomfana

udlalengentombazanaekungadlalwangayo.

Kuzomeleniyenzeumsebenziwokuxolisa,

alungiseizintoneyinganezakhe"(The

ancenstorsareangry,hemessedwithagirlthat

shouldn'tbemessedwith.Thereshouldbea

ceremonyperformedtoappeasewiththe

ancestorsandalsofixthingswithhiskids)

Inodded.Hechantedandthrewplasticsatme.

Mahlathini:"Vulaumlomowakhemanjeufake

leyomithi"(Openhismouthandfeedhim that

muti)

Ididastold.

Mahlathini:"Angekeaphindeakwaziukuhamba,



kodwauzophila."

Thismangetsstraighttothepoint,hedoesn't

explainalot.

HegotupandcametowhereSfisowaslying.

Heappliedamutionhiswounds,hekepton

talkinginalanguagethatIdidn'tunderstand.

Sfisostartedshaking,shakingverybad.Hegot

sweaty.

Mahlathini:"Uzophaphama,manifikaegoli

niyotholakukhonaumuntuonilindile,

uyoxazululazonkeinkingazendodanayakho"

(Hewillwakeup,whenyougettoJoburgyou

willfindsomeonewaitingforyou,thatpersonis

thesolutiontoyourson'sproblems)



Inodded.

Mahlathini:"Nayiimithi...lokumeleageze

ngawonsukuzonkemakageza,loawugcobise,

beselouzowufakaekudlenikwakhe"(Hereis

themuti,thisoneisforbathingeveryday,this

onehelotionswithitandthisonegoesinhis

food)

Me:"Ngyabonga"(Thankyou)

Mahlathini:"Thatha,loowakho,ugezengawo

amehloekusenimawuvukanasebusuku

mawuyolala,beselouwufakaphansikwelimi"

(Thisoneisyours,youwashyoureyeswithit

everymorningandnightandthisoneputit

underneathyourtongue)



Inoddedandtook.

Mahlathini:"Angifuniluthookwamanje,hamba

ungavalelisi.Uzothimasekalulemeumfana,

ubuyenayenizokhiphainkomoyam"(Idon't

wantanypaymentfornow,youwillleaveand

don'tsaygoodbye.Assoonastheboyhas

recovered,youshouldcomebackwithhim to

pay)

IpickedSfisoupandleft.Findingmywifeinthe

carIwassodisgusted.

Idroveoffinsilence.

Wifey:"Whatdidhesay?"



Me:"Hewillbefine"

From thenonwardswewerequiet.

[Snethemba]

Myancestorsfinallyrevealedtomewherethis

manstays,from whatIgot,thismanistroubled

andneedsmyhelp.Idon'twhybutIfeelavery

strongconnectionwithhim althoughIdon't

knowIdon'tknowhim.

Iwenttothegarageandgotinsidemycar.I

havetostartdrivingthere.It'snottoofarfrom

hereanyway.



#Goodnight.

#Unedited
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#BAHWWMP
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•••2weekslater•••

[Thokozani]

Ihaveneverbeensohappyinmylife,everything

ishappeningsofastandI'm soexcited.Ithink

I'm gonnalosemymindbecauseIcan'tseem to

beslowingdown.Iam athomeinuMlazi,who

wouldbethebestpersontosharethisspecial

momentifnotmymom?Wearegoingtobuya

ringtogetherandsheissoexcitedthatfinally



I'llbegettingmarried,apparentlysheandthe

restofthefamilyhavebeenwaiting.Mymom is

nothinglikethosemodernwomenyousee,with

allthemoneywehaveshestillwearsthe

traditionalprintdressesandshe'swearingher

bestoutfitthenithastobeatwopieceanda

matchinghatandtodayisthatday,sheis

wearingayellowtwopiece,whichconsistsofa

skirt,awhitevestandyellowblazeralongwith

heryellowhat.

Me:"Ma...usumuhlemanje,asambephela"

(Mom...youlookbeautifulnow,let'sgo)

Shecame,lookinglikeaqueenthatsheis.

Dad:"Sibongiseniuphathekahleumfazwam"

(Treatmywifewell)



Ismiledandshookmyhead.Seeifitwas

accordingtodad,hewouldbeleavingwithus.

Hetendstothinkhecantakecareofmom

betterthatwecan,helovesherlikethat.

Me:"Ngizokwenzenjalobaba"(I'lldothatdad)

Theykissedandmom walkedtothecar.

Dad:"UngathengiiRingnomaiyiphi,k'meleibize

kubonakaleukuthiuMaMbathayiMbali

yangempelaSibongiseni,umaumthanda

ngempelaindandathok'meleisho"(Don'tbuy

anykindofring,ithastobeexpensivetoshow

thatMaMbathaisarealflower.Ifyoureallylove

her,theringhastospeakforyou)



Inodded.

Dad:"Andthendomakesurethatyoudon'ttake

longninonyoko,k'melesizokhuluma."(Wehave

totalk)

Me:"Okaybaba,I'llmakesurethatshedoesn't

seecurtainsorpots"

WelaughedthenIleft.

Ntokozo:"Bhuti"(Brother)

Ntokozoismyspoiltlittlesister,sheis17.

Me:"Yah"



Ntokozo:"Pleasebuymeadress,mom knows

it,she'llshowyou"

Me:"HowmanydressesdoyouhaveNtokozo"

Ntokozo:"Hawubhutikodwa,ngiyak'ncenga"

(I'm beggingyou)

Me:"OkaysharpNtokozo"

Igottothecaranddroveoff.

Wegottothemall.

Mom:"I'm hungrySibongiseni"



ThewayIhatetheSibongiseniname!!Yoooh

andmyparentsalwaysmakesuretoremindme

allthetimethatit'smyname.

Me:"WejustarrivednjeMa"

Mom:"Let'sgothere,Icoulddowithsome

streetwisetwo"

SheignoredwhatIsaidandpointedKFC.I

sighedandtookherhand,wewalkedtoKFC.

ShewenttofindaseatwhileIwenttoorder.I

orderedstreetwisetwoandcrunchburgerthe

wayshelovesthem andafantaorangeontop.

Asforme,IsettledforcokeonlybecauseIwas

verynervous,Ican'tstomachanythingright

now.



Icollectedourorderandsatdown.

Mom:"Thankyou"

Shetookabiteofhermeatandchewedafter

swallowingshelookedatme.

Mom:"Sotellmeabouther"

Huh!??Issheseriousrightnow?

Me:"HawuMa"

Shesmiledandshookherhead.



Mom:"Youknowyoukidsoftodaytake

marriagelightly,thereasonwhyyourmarriages

don'tworkisbecauseofhowyoudothings.

SibongiseniIwantyoutobethemanthatyour

fatheris,Iwantyoutotreatthatgirllikeaqueen,

IknowI'vebeenyourqueenforlongbutnow

sheisgoingtobeyourqueenThokozaniandI

don'teverwanttohearhersayingyouhitheror

youdidn'tsleepathomeoryoucamehomelate

forwhateverreason.Nothingmustbeabove

yourmarriage,yourmarriagemustcomefirstin

everything."

Iwassilent,justlisteningtomybeautifulmom

talk.ThemorewordssheutteredisthemoreI

knewforsurethatIwanttodothis,Iwantto

marryherwithoutasingledoubt.

Mom:"Howdoesshemakeyoufeel?"



Me:"Ma...yoh,Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.

WhenIlookather,everythingelsearoundus

doesn'texist,it'sonlymeandher.Iloveherso

much,shemakesmehappyMa,Ican'teven

staymadatherevenwhenshegivesmereason

to"

Shesmiled.

Mom:"Andthatmysonislove,thatisreason

enoughforustogobuythemostexpensive

diamondring"

Ismiled.Weateandstartedourtourlookingfor

theperfect.Mymom keptonsayingnotoall

thebeautifulringswesaw.



WefinallywenttoPedroDasilverjewelersit's

oneofthejewelleryshopsthathavethemost

expensiverings.

Theminutewewalkedinmom alreadysawthe

perfectring.

Mom:"Thatoneistheonemyboy,itistheone"

Wewenttotheringshepointed,itwasbronze

withahugediamond.

Ilovedittoo,itwouldbeperfectforhertiny

finger.

Itwasthemostexpensiveringinthestore,so

withouteventhinkingtwice,Iboughtit.



Me:"IloveitsomuchMa,she'sgonnaloveit"

Mom:"I'm sureshewill."

Weboughtafewthings,includingNtokozo's

dressthenweleft.

Spendingtimewithmymom wasnice.

[Snethemba]

IfinallygottoseethemanI'm supposetoget

marriedto,it'sbeentwoweeksnow,hewoke

upbutstillconfused.Hismotherdoesn'tlike

memuchbutatleasthisfatherisagoodman.I

didn'ttellthem thatI'm supposedtomarrytheir

son,IjustsaidIwassentbyancestorstocome



helptheirsonanditlookedlikethefatherwas

expectingme.

SorightnowI'vejustfinishedpraying,I'm

drivingtoSfiso'shome.

ItookthebottleofwaterthatIprayedforand

tworedcandlesandwhitecandles.Iwantto

prayforhim andmakehim drinkthewater.

..........

IarrivedattheKunenehouseholdandwas

welcomedin.

Me:"Sanibona"(Greetings)

MrK:"Sawubonandodakazi"(Greetingsmy



daughter)

MrsKunenemumbledsomethingandleft.

MrK:"Don'tmindhersisi,wouldyoulike

somethingtodrink?"

Me:"Nobaba,I'm fine.I'dliketobealonewith

Sfisoifit'sokaywithyou"

MrK:"Noproblem,Icantakeyoutohisroom"

Istoodup,wewalkedtoSfiso'sroom andMrsK

wasthere.

MrK:"CanyoupleasegiveSnethembasome

space"



Isensetensionbetweenthem,there'salot

goingon.

MrsK:"I'm withmysonandthatisnocrime,I

can'tjustupandleavemysonwithastranger"

MrK:"Awuphumemfazi"(Getoutwoman)

Shegotup,gavemeaterriblelookandleft.

MrK:"I'llleaveyoutoit"

Me:"Thankyou"

Heleft,Iwentandsatnexttohim,hewas



asleep.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhy,Idon'thowbutIfeelvery

connectedtoyou.Myancestorswereright,they

areright.YouareformeamdrightnowI

promisethatI'llhelpyou,youwillbefine"

Iwipedoffmytearsandlitthecandles.I

kneeleddownandstartedpraying.

WhenIwasdonepraying,Iwentbacktositnext

tohim,heldhishand.Heopenedhiseyesand

lookedatme.

Me:"Sawubona"(Hello)

Helookedshocked.



Sfiso:"You....I...I'm sorry,Ihityouwithacar"

HiswordswerenotclearlyaudiblebutIheard

him right.

Iclosedmyeyesandsilentlycalledmy

forefathers.Everythingbecameclearasaday,

thedayIgothitbyacar,beforeIpassedout.

Hisfaceappeared,heistheonethathitme

withthecar.

Ismiled.

Sfiso:"I...I'm sorry"

Iheldhishand.



Me:"It'sokay,ithadtohappen"

Hefrowned,hewon'tunderstandbutsoonhe

will.Ihelpedhim drinkthewaterIbrought.

Me:"You'llbefine"

Ithinktheconfusionwasgone,heremembers

well.

Sfiso:"Mycompany,hotel...I...losteverything,

mykidsand...and..."

Tearsrolledoutofhiseyes.



Me:"Allwillbewell....ithadtohappenSfiso,all

willbewell"

Iwipedoffhistears,oureyesmet,welookedat

eachotherforawhile.

Me:"Allwillbewell"

Henodded.

Iwillhelphim.

[Oyintando]

Thingsaregreat,I'm happy.I'm glowing

becauseofalltheloveIgetfrom myman.



TodayI'm spendingthedaywithmyfamily.

ThatincludesMvelo,hiswifeandkids,Londeka,

husbandanddaughterandsheisglowing.The

pregnancysuitsherandthenofcoursemy

babies.

Icookedupastorm,wearegatheredaround

thetable.

Me:"Sooooguys....Thokozaniaskedmeto

marryhim"

Londeka:"Andddd?"

Me:"I...saidyes"

SilenceSilenceSilence.



Londeka:"Wow"

Me:"Saysomethingguys"

Mvelo:"Iwanttomeethim"

Okaynosurprisethere.

Me:"I'llhavethatarranged"

Londeka:"Congratulationsmntasebutwhereis

thering?"

Welaughed.

Olu:"UncleTkisaZuluman,I'm surehedidn't



seetheneedtoproposewitharing"

Welaughedsomemore,IwillhitOluhle.

Me:"OluhleI'llwhipyourass"

Theyallcongratulatedme,morethananythingI

wantedtoknowhowmykidsfelt.

Me:"Sobabies,howdoyoufeelaboutmommy

gettingmarriedagain?"

Olu:"Tobehonestwithyoumom haditbeen

someoneelsewhoaskedforyourhandin

marriageIwouldworrybutknowingit'suncle

TKI'm happyforyouandI'm justhappyin

generalbecauseIknowhemakesyouhappy,



helovesustooasyourkids"

Ismiled,I'm happy.

Simbongile:"Goforitmom,I'm happyforyou"

Iknowhim,thelookonhisfacecansaysthat

hemeansit.

Sbanididn'tevencaretolookatme,shewas

complementingthefood.

Me:"Sbani"

Sbani:"Mommy"



Me:"Mommyisgettingmarried"

Shesmiledandlookedatme.

Sbani:"Okay,Iwillbetheflowergirl"

Wow...okay.

Me:"Areyouhappyformommy?"

Sbani:"OfcoursemommyandIthinkyouwill

makeabeautifulbride"

Welaughedandhadourlovelylunchwithgood

laughs.



Myphonerang,videocallfrom thebaby.

Me:"Excusemeguys"

Iwenttoanswer.

Me:"Baby"

Thokozani:"MrsDlamini"

Ismiled.

Me:"Unjanibaba"(Howareyou?"

Thokozani:"NowthatI'm talkingtoyou,Ican

safelysayI'm morethangood"



Me:"I'm glad"

Thokozani:"UmuhleweMbaliyam,uke

wazibonanje?"(Youarebeautifulmyflower,did

youeverseeyourself?"

Whyishemakingmeblush?

Me:"Youalsolookveryhandsome"

Thokozani:"Imissyou,ziphiinganezami?"

(Wherearemykids)

Myheartjustmelted.Ionlygottoseethese

kindofmeninthemoviesandneverdidIever

thinkonedayI'llbehavingoneasmyman.



Me:"Theyareallatthediningroom,weare

havinglunchwiththefam"

Wespokeforawhileandendedthecall.

I'm soinlove.

Iwentbacktojoineveryone.

Mvelo:"Akasablushinje"(She'sblushing)

Welaughed,mxm theymustletmebe.

#Unedited

#Goodnight



Like,commentandshare.

#BAHWWMP

Insert36.

[Thokozani]

Ijustgotoffthecallwithmylady.Mydad

summonedme,apparentlyhewantstoguide

meandtalktomeaboutcertainthings.

Dad:"Hlalaphansindodana"(Sitdownson)

Itookasit.Hepouredmeaglassofwhiskey,

mydadhardlydoesthat.Hehardlyshareshis

fineandexpensivebottlesofwhiskeyswithus.



Dad:"Sibongiseni"

Me:"Baba"

Dad:"Inganiwenautheufunaukushada

uMaMbatha?UyothumelaninioMalume

bayokumela?Phelawenaawusholutho,uvele

wathiuyoshadauMaMbatha"(Isn'tthatyousaid

youwanttomarryMaMbatha?Whenareyou

sendingtheunclestorepresentyou?Youare

notsayinganything,youjustsaidyouwanna

marryher)

Me:"Bengisazokutshelababa"(Iwasgonnatell

youdad)

Dad:"Okay,ngilalele"(I'm listening)



Me:"IwanttoproposefirstthenI'lltalktoherin

termsofsendingtheuncles,angishonaye

kumeleazilungiselele,azisenomndeniwakhe"

(Sheshouldalsoprepareherselfandlether

familyknow)

Dad:"Ohhhhaiiingiyezwa,sowhenarewe

meetingher?"

Me:"I'llbringheralongnextweek"

Henoddedandsippedonhiswhiskey.

Dad:"DoyouknowwhyI'm sharingthiswhiskey

ofminewithyou"

See?Itoldyou,there'salwaysareasonbehind



thewhiskeysharing.

Me:"NoSibal'khulu,Idon'tknow"

Dad:"BecauseI'm proudofyouson,marriageis

averybigstepandittakesarealmantowant

tosettledownandstartafamilyofhisown.I

wantyoutorespectyourwife,donotusethe

"I'm themanmentality"inyourmarriage,it'sa

veryoldandboringstatement.Womenwantto

betreatedlikeQueensandyou'llseeeverything

willrunsmoothly."

Inodded.

Dad:"I'vebeenmarriedtoyourmom for32

yearsanddoyouwanttoknowthesecrettoour

marriage?"



Me:"Yes"

Dad:"Iasknoquestions,Ijustlistenanddoas

shesays,womentendtowhinealotwhenyou

don'tlistentothem.Askherforadviceinmost

things,alwaysassureherthatshe'simportant

andspecial.Nevereverwalkawaywhenshe's

shoutingatyou,listenbutalsodonotanswer

herevenifsheasksyouaquestionbecause

youmightanswerherinawrongwayandthe

fightescalates,lastlynevereverbeatawoman,

takehertothebedroom andtalktoherwhile

sheispantingandsweating,you'llseemyson,

yourmarriagewilllastforever"

Ilaughed,womanareahandfulbutwithaman

likemydad,Icanhandleit.



Me:"Thanksfortheguidancebaba,Ifeelready

toclimbintothisnewchapter"

Hesmiledandnodded,wehadourwhiskey

whiletalkingaboutthingsofthepast.

[Snethemba]

Myancestorshaverevealedalotofthingsto

me,it'salotandIdon'tknowwheretostart

dealingwiththem butIhaveto.Oneofthem

beingSfiso'sdaughterbeingsick,unfortunately

theritualcanneverbedonewithSfisosick,so

theygavemeasolution.MrKunenehasto

slaughteragoatforthechild,burnimpephoand

introducehertotheancestors.Thenshehasto

wearisphandla(Thegoatskin)andthenthe

secondproblem issomewhitewomanwho

claimstobecarryingSfiso'schild.Ialready



knowthatshewaslyingandonamissionto

destroySfisoandthenlastlySfisowas

supposedtoneverwalkagainbutIgotthe

solutiontomakinghim walkagain.Ihonestly

havealottodealwithbutIknowwithmy

ancestorsonmyside,I'llconquer.

RightnowI'm withSfiso,Ihavetoletthem

knowabouthelpinghisdaughterbeforeit'stoo

late,atleastheis,gettingbetter.

Me:"Sfiso"

Helookedatme.

Sfiso:"Mmm"



Me:"Ibelievethemotherofyourdaughtercame

toyoulookingforhelp,wehavetohelpher

soonerbeforeit'stoolate,Ihaveasolution,I

onlyneedyoutogivemeagoaheadandalso

contacther"

Sfiso:"Ohhyes,Simi.Iwassupposedtodoa

ceremonyforthechild."

Me:"Okayit'sgonnabehardtodoitwithyou

stillsicklikethis,soyouhavetocontactthe

motherofyourchildandaskhertocome,

there'sasolutiontoallthis".

Henoddedandtookhisphone.Whilehewason

callwithherIdecidedgooutandtalktoMr

Kuneneaboutthiswholesituation.YouseeI'm

thatonepersonwhohatesjumpingsteps,Ilike

doingthingsstepbystepsohelpingSfisoget



hislifebackIdecidedthatwehavetostartby

appeasingtohisancestorsanddoingrightby

hiskids.

[Oyintando]

I'm justseatedreadingKwantuthu,oneofthe

storieswrittenbyMinenhleManqeleon

facebookandI'm thinkingwow!!Havingtolove

apersononlytofindthatyouareactuallyfamily,

Iwoulddiereally.Alexisisverystronghonestly,

asI'm reading,enjoyingmyselfandtalking

alone,I'm disturbedbytheintercom.Argggh

whocoulditbe?Can'tagirlenjoyhercompany?

ImeanevenmyrascalsarenotaroundsoGod

reallygrantedmethistime.

Iwentbuzzedthepersoninandwaitedatthe

door.Deliveryguy.



Him:"Goodeveningma'am,deliveryforMiss

OyintandoMbatha"

Me:"That'sme"

Isignedforitandtookthebox,ahugebox.

OkaynothugehugebuthugeifyougetwhatI

mean.Whatifthere'sasnake?

ArggghhhstopoverthinkingOyi,thisisreallife

notmovies,ehocouldpossiblysendyoua

snake?

Ithankedtheguyandwenttositdown.

IopenedtheboxandtherelouisVuittonpointy

heels,alongreddressandanecklace.



Accompaniedbyaletterthatread...

"NgyaziukuthiangiyenaubhutiMaRomance,

kodwasthandwasam yekaumona,ngizamile.

Canyoupleasegetready,I'llbesendingadriver

tocomepickyouupinanhour.Ndodayakho

iyakuthanda"(IknowI'm notbrotherromance

butdon'tbejealousmylove,Itried.......yourman

lovesyou)

Iblushed,thismanneverceasestoamazeme.

Irantomybedroom,puttheclothesonthebed

andwenttoshower.AssoonasIwasdone,I

didmymakeup,fixedmyhairandgotdressed.

Thedresslookssogoodonme,Irefuseto

believemyveryownShakaZuluboughtit,

someonemusthavehelpedhim.



Anywayaspromisedthetransportwasherein

anhour,Iwonderwhat'stheoccasion.Itried

callinghim butittookmetovoicemail.

Inlessthananhourwewereatthisbeautiful

place,ithaddimmedcolouredlights.Itlooked

likeaclubandarestaurantatthesametime,it

wasnotfullypacked.It'slikeitwasaplacefor

BEEsorwhatevertheycallthosepeoplewho

havealotofmoney.

Iwalkedinandspottedmyzuluguyinablack

tux.Helookedsogorgeous...handsomeImean.

Hewalkeduptome.Imissedhim.

Thokozani:"Mama"

Hekissedmeandtookmyhand.



Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwereback?"

ThisguywasinKZNlasttimeIchecked.

Hesmiledanddidn'tanswer.Wewenttotakea

sit,damnthisplaceissonice,I'm puttingonthe

listofmyfavouriteplaces.

Thokozani:"Imissedyousomuch,youlook

appetizing"

Ilaughed,ofallthewordshecouldusedto

describehowbeautifulIam hehadtochoose

appetizing.

Me:"Thankyoubaba,it'sallyou"



Oneladybroughttwoglassesofchampagneto

us.

Me:"Thankyou"

Shenoddedandleft.

Me:"What'stheoccasionbaby?"

Justthensomeonespokeonthespeakers.

"Ladiesandgentlemen,mybrotherlaidhiseyes

onthisbeautifulladyandwhenhetoldme

abouther,Ithoughthewasgoingcrazyor

somethingbecauseallhekeptontalkingabout

wasmarriage,evenbeforetheybecamelovers,

healreadyknewthathewasgoingtomarryher,



Ijustlaughedathim butlittledidIknowthathe

wasseriousandtodayhewantstoaskthis

beautifulladytomarryhim,infrontofallofyou"

NcooohIfounditverycute,Iwonderwhothat

guyisandwheretheyareseated,Ihopeshewill

sayyes.

Andthentherewasabrightlightthatwentto

thewall....thewordscame

"MaMbatha,Sthandwasam,Mawenganezam

eziy10...willyoumarryme"

Ijustfroze,thelightthencametoshinebright

onmeandThokozani,bringingalltheattention

tous,Thokozaniwasonhisknee.



Thokozani:"Mama"

Helookednervous.

Me:"Baby!!!Yesss,yesI'llmarryyou"

Heinsertedthering,OhhhmyGod!!!Sucha

beautifulrock.Tearsmadetheirwaydone.

Hestoodupandgavemeatightsqueeze.

"Andjustlikethatmybrotherisnolongera

bachelor"

OnlythendidIrealisethatit'sMkhuseli'svoice,I

laughed.



Thokozanikeptonkissingme.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

#BAHWWMP

Insert37.

[Oyintando]

Ikeptlookingatmyring,it'sthemostbeautiful

ringI'veeverlaidmyeyesto.

Thokozani:"Doyoulikeit?"

IguesshealsonoticedhowmuchI'vebeen



lookingatit.

Me:"Iloveitbaby"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Thokozani:"I'm gladyoudo,sohowwasmy

proposal?"

Igiggled.

Me:"Itwasonpointbaba,Ilovedeverymoment

ofit"

Helaughed,thisguyfindsbeingromanticfunny.

Hesaysthesethingsareforwhitesonly.



Mkhuselimadehiswaytous,forallthetime

we'vebeensittinghere,I'veseenhim with5

differentgirls,Iwonderwhatgoesoninhis

mind.

Mkhu:"MrandMrsDlamini,niseRight?"

Me:"NotyetMrsDlaminibuttoansweryour

question,wearegood"

Mkhu:"AychaMaMbathakiminausuwu

MaDlamini"(TomeyouarealreadyMrsDlamini)

Ismiled,thisguyiscrazy.

Thokozani:"MfethuminanoMamasiyahamba

manje,izobonana"(Broweareleaving,I'llsee



you"

Mkhu:"Shonihambekahle,konjesithiniisingisi?

Congratulationsonyourengagement,letme

alsogoandlookforoneladytogowith"(Go

well,whatdotheysayinEnglish?)

Thokozanishookhishead,Ilaughed.Webid

him goodbyeandwentoutside.

Thokozani:"Mama"

Me:"Baba"

Thokozani:"Uhambanam angisho?We

spendingthenighttogetheratmyplace?"



Helookscutewhentryingtomakemeagree.

Inodded.Wewenttohiscar.

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam"

Me:"Baby"

Thokozani:"Ngyak'thandayez"(Iloveyou,you

know)

Ismiled,Ilovehim too.

Me:"Nam ngyak'thanda"(Iloveyoutoo)

Thokozani:"Yoooh!!!!Ifeellikestandingontop



oftheroofandleteveryoneknowhowmadlyin

loveIam"

Me:"Goanddoitsuperman"

Helaughedandcamecloserforakiss,we

sharedapassionatekiss.

Hethentookadeepbreatheandstarteddriving.

Whenwearrivedathisplace,Iwassocold.

Me:"BabyI'm socold....IthinkIneedashower"

Thokozani:"Aybaby,hamboshower,I'm not

joiningyou.Angekengigezekaningimina"(Go

andshower,I'm notbathingagain)



Ilaughedandwenttoshower,Ithenwenttohis

closettoinvadeit.Iwantsomethingtowear.

Ifoundasweatpantalthoughit'sbigbutitwill

havetodoandnowat-shirt.Ilookedthrough

andwhatIfoundthereIneverexpected.

Apictureofhim andsomegirllookingallcozy

andandatthebackitwaswritten"Youmight

havemovedonbutI'llnevereverstoploving

you"

It'shishandwriting.Myheartstartedbeating

fast.Soproposedbuthehasn'tgottenoverhis

exorwhateverthisgirlistohim.

OhnoIcan'tbearebound,hecan'tbewithme

knowinghelovessomeoneelse.

Iwentoutofthecloset,satontopofthebed

andrequesteduber,Ithenwentbacktofinda

toptoputon.Iwasnowintears,Ipulledat-

shirtandadressfell,Ileftonthefloor,worethe

t-shirtandwalkedout.



Thokozani:"Babyyou've....."

Itookmyphoneandmyshoesandpushedhim

outofmyway.Iwasbarefooted,asIwas

runningdownthestairshefollowedme.

Thokozani:"Baby,mamawhat'shappening?"

Iignoredandranout,myuberwasthere.Igot

inandlefthim shoutingmyname.

Theuberarrived,Igotoffandmadesuretolock

thegate.AssoonasIgotinsidethehouseIsat

onthecouchandcried.

WhywouldThokozanidothistome?Am Ia



rebound?Okayfine!!!Fine...let'sjustsayheis

overhisexnow,whyishestillkeepingthe

picture?Fineagain,let'ssayhekeptitasa

memory,whataboutthemessageattheback

ofthepicture?Andthedress?

OhhellnoI'm notabouttomarrysomeonewho

stillloveshisex,Ican't,Iwon't.GodknowsI've

hadmyfairshareofpainandI'm notaboutto

letamanhurtme.

MyphonekeptonringingasIkeptoncrying.

Godsheissobeautiful,sheisdamngorgeous.

I'm beautifulbutI'm nothingclosetowhatshe

is.

Myphonerangfortheupteenthtime,Iignored

andthenamessagepoppedin.

"Babyit'snotwhatItlookslike...GodmyloveI'm

sorry,pleaseopenthegate,I'm outside"



Itextedhim back

"LeaveThokozani,Iwon'tanswermyphonenor

willIopenmygateforyou!Leaveandnever

comeback.Gobacktotheloveofyourlife,I'll

haveyourringdelivered"

Iswitchedoffmyphoneandwentupstairsto

mybedroom.Igotinsidethebedandcried,the

smellonhisclothes,Ilovehim...ohGodIlove

him somuch.Icriedmyselftosleep.

[Thokozani]

I'veneverbeensoscaredinmywholeentirelife,

whenIsawherwearingmyclothesyetcryingI

knewthatit'ssomethingthathadtodowith

whatshefoundinmyclosetandwhenIsawthe



pictureandthedressonthefloorIknewthat

I'm screwed.HowcouldIbesostupid?

I'm overSamkelisiweandIgotoverheryears

ago.HowIneverthoughtofremovingthese

thingsisbeyond.

I'm nowparkedoutsideOyi'sgate,I'm tryingto

callherbutherphoneisnowoff.

Whatdidshemeanshe'llhavemyringdelivered?

Shecan'tleaveme,Iwon'tsurvive.Imadea

mistakebutIdoloveher.Jesus!!!WhathaveI

done?

Itriedcallingher,hopingthatbyluckshe'll

answerbutitstilltookmetovoicemailand

insteadIsawthelightsofherhousegoingoff.

Isighedandjustdroveoff.Imessedup,Ireally



messedup.

[Sfiso]

Ifeelbetter,althoughmyheartisstillbroken

aboutthelossofcompanyandhotel.

SnethembakeepsonsayingIshouldletitgo

andfocusonrebuildingmyselfbuthonestlyit's

notthateasy.

SpeakingofSnethemba,Ifeelsomethingso

deepforher,Idon'tknowwhatitisbecauseI've

neverfeltlikethisbeforebutallIknowisthatI

don'twannaletgoofthisfeeling.

Sheisagoodperson,shereallyhelpedmealot.

IbelieveshewasGodsent.

I'vejustfinishedtakingashower,it'sveryhard

gettingthingsdonebecauseI'm ona

wheelchairbutI'm luckymydadhelpsmewith



mostthings,Iwouldn'tbecomfortablebeing

assistedbymom withsomethings.AlsoI

sensesomeserioustensionbetweenmom and

dad,I'dliketoknowwhatitisbuttodayI'llletit

slidebecauseSimiisonherwaysowehaveto

talkaboutmoreseriousthings.

Dad:"Areyoudoneson?Yourguestishere"

Me:"I'm donedad"

Hepushedmeout,Ifeelsoembarrasedand

ashamedofmyself.Ineverevenhadthe

decencytotellmyfamilyaboutmydaughter

andnowshe's3yearsold.

Ifoundthem sittingatthelounge,Samilooked

weakandshehadlostweightcomparedtothe



lasttimeIsawher.

Me:"Simi,hello"

Simi:"HeySfiso"

Iintroducedhertoeveryone.

Dad:"NicetomeetyouSimi,mysonnevertold

usaboutyouoryourdaughter".

Me:"AndIapologise,Idon'tknowwhathad

gottentomebutwhatI'vebeenthroughthe

pastweekshasbeenawakeupcalltome,I

wannadothingsright.IcanseeSamiisreally

sickandI'm sorrySimi"



Simi:"It'sokaySfiso,Iheardaboutyour

situationalthoughit'sbeenhardformebutI

hadtounderstand"

Me:"SnehasanotherplantohelpSami,Sne

canyoupleaseexplain"

Shehadalreadytoldmyparentsbutnowshe

wantstoexplaintoSimi.

Sne:"OkaySiminicetomeetyouandyour

beautifulgirl.I'm sorryaboutwhatyouare

goingthrough,itmustbehard.Anywaysince

therehastobeaceremonyperformedforyour

child,itwon'tbeeasywithSfisostillsick

howeverthere'sasolution"

Sheexplainedeverything,theyagreedthatthe



ritualwillbeperformedassoonastomorrow.

WehadlunchandthenSimileft.

Snecametositwithmeinmyroom,wejust

engagedinaconversationandlaughedhere

andthere.

Me:"ThankyouSne"

Sne:"Don'tthankme"

Itouchedherhand,oureyesmetandthenthere

wasanawkwardsilence.

#Unedited

#Goodnight



#BAHWWMP

Insert38.

[Oyintando]

Honestly,Idon'tknowwhathurtsthemost.The

factthatIfoundhisex'sstufforthemessage

thatdeclareshisloveforhisex...thelovethat

willbeforever.

Idon'tknowhowIendedupasleepbutIfinally

sleptandnowthatit'smorning,I'm awake

sittingonmybed,Ican'tevenseem togetout

ofbed.Myeyesaresoheavy,Ibettheyare

swollen.

Sigh**Idecidetoswitchonmyphoneandcall

Ndekatocheckonmykids,Imissthem.They

shouldcomebackhometoday.

Assoonasmyphoneison,Igettonsof



messagesandmissedcallsfrom Thokozani

andsomevoicemailmessages,Iignorethem

andcallmysister.

Londeka:"MntakaMa"(Mom'schild)

Me:"Heysis,howareyou?"

Ndeka:"I'm good,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm good,Iwantmykids"

Shechuckles.

Ndeka:"Nobabiesofminewillcomebackwhen

youarestillfeelingthewaythatyouarefeeling,

fixitthenI'lldrivethem back"



Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Howam Ifeeling?"

Sheknowsmetoowell,probablymorethanI

knowmyself.

Ndeka:"MntaseIwon'tforceitoutonyou,you'll

talkwhenyouarereadytotalkbutI'm not

bringingthekidsback.Thesekidshavebeen

exposedtonegativeenvironmenttoomuch,not

anymore"

Isigh,she'sright.I'm notgoodandwhenI'm not

good,Iwon'tbegoodcompanytomybabies.

Me:"Okaythen"



Tearsarenowonthevergeofcomingout,I'm

lookingatmyring.Ilovethatman.

Me:"Iwanttovent"

I'm nowcrying.

Ndeka:"I'm allearsordoyouwantmetocome

over?"

Me:"Noit'sokay,I'lltalkrightnow"

Ndeka:"Okay?"

Me:"SoyesterdayThokozanifinallyproposed

witharing...."



Shescreams!!!!OhmyGodLondeka!Imanage

togigglethroughthetears.

Me:"Shutup...sothenwedecidedtogospend

thenightathisplace"

Itellhereverythingassheislistening

attentively,I'm releasinglitresoftears.

Me:"Itwouldhavebeenbetterifitwasjusta

pictureLondekabutthemessageonthepicture!

Doyouunderstandthathecouldstillbeloving

her?Itclearlystatedthathewillforeverloveher

andthenthedress?There'snowayhewould

tellmethatheforgottogetridofit,healways

getsclothesfrom hisclosetandthatdressis

justatthefront,ittookonepullofaT-shirtforit



tofall"

Ndeka:"IgetwhatyoumeanandIwouldbejust

asangrybuthearhim outandalsotellhim how

youfeel,Imeanyoulovethisguysoyoucan't

justgiveup"

Idon'tknow,I'm scaredofheartbreak.Iwould

dieifhewastosayhestilllovesher.

Me:"Okaythanksforlistening"

Ndeka:"Alwaysbabe"

Me:"Bye...pleasekissmykidsforme,God!!I

missthem somuchandit'sonlybeenaday"



Shelaughedandpromisedtokissthem before

hangingup.

IthenwentandlistenedtoThokozani's

Voicemailmessages,Ithenwenttoreadhis

texts.

"BabyIknowImessedup,Idon'tloveher

anymore...youaretheloveofmylife"

"Myloveit'sfineyoucanbeangryallyouwant

justdon'tleaveme"

"MamaIagreeI'm afoolbutI'm yourfoolbaby,

Afoolthatwoulddieforyou"

"Sthandwasam Ican'tsleep"



Ifoundmyselfsmilingatthelastmessage.

Ionlymanagedtoreadfewofthemany

messageshesent.

He'sbeencallingevenaftermidnight.

Ifinallydecidetogetupandtakeashowerthen

gocheckhowthingsareatthestore.Lateron

I'm meetingupwithCeleste,wehavebought

anotherbuilding,Weareopeningyetanother

boutiqueinPretoriaCBD....moremoneyand

morecreationofjobs.

JustasIwasheadingtotheshowermyphone

rang...itwasanunsavednumber.



Me:"Oyintandohello"

"Babypleasedon'thangup...I"

Hesighedfirst.

Thokozani:"I'm outside....ngicel'ungivulele

mama"(Pleaseopenupforme)

Iwenttothebalconyandhewasreallythere,

who'sphoneisheusingtocallme?

Ihungup,putonagownandwent

downstairs...Ibuzzedhim inandsatonthe

couchwaitingforhim tocomein.

Secondslaterhegot,walkingslowlylikeachild



whogotbustedstealingsugar,hehadabunch

offlowers.Hewaswearingashort,vestandflip

flops...haditbeenanotherday,Iwouldhave

laughed.

[Thokozani]

Ididn'tsleepatall,Ihadafewglassesof

whiskeyhopingtheywouldknockmeoutbutit

didn'twork.ThemoreglassesIdrankitwasthe

moresoberandawareIbecame.Isatupall

night,textingandcallingher.Iwaspractically

waitingformorning.AssoonIsawthatitwas

morningIshoweredjusttogetridofthealcohol

smellandheadedtobuyherflowers.

AndnowhereIam,walkingslowlyin,I'm even

gratefulthatsheopenedupforme.Shelooks

sadmorethanangry,Icantellthatshe'sbeen

crying,hereyesareabitswollen.



Me:"Mama"

Shekeptquiet.Isatnexttoher...Thoughtof

touchingherbutdecidedagainstit,Idon't

wannaupsether.

Me:"Sawubonasthandwasam"(Greetingsmy

love)

Oyi:"Hy"

IslowlytouchedherhandandwhenIsawthat

shewasnotpushingme,Itookherwholehand

intomine.

Me:"BabyI'm sorry,Igotoverheralongtime



ago,evenbeforeImetyou....IknowIshould

havegottenridofthepictureandthedressbutI

don'tknowhowIneverthoughtofit.Iwon'tlie

andsayIforgotbecauseIjustneverthoughtof

it"

Tearsmadetheirwaydownhercheeks...Idon't

wanthertocry,Ihateseeinghercry.

Oyi:"Thokozanidoyouunderstandhowdeep

themessageyouwroteonthatpictureis?Ithas

measkingmyselfifI'm safeinthisrelationship,

ifonedayIwon'twakeuptoyousayingyouare

gettingbacktothewoman"Youwillneverstop

lovingevenifshemovedon",itmakesme

wonderhowdeepyourloveformeis,howyour

loveforheris.Itmakesmewonderifoneday

youwon'tstartcomparingmetoherall

becauseyou'llbemissingher,itmakesme



wonderifsomedayIwon'tbeexpectedtoact,

behave,dress,talklikeherallbecauseyou'll

foreverloveherbutcan'tbewithhersoIhave

tobeher?"

Ihurther,sheissohurtandIcantellhowmuch

shelovesme,Ilovehersomuch.

Iwentdownonbothmyknees,Iwasnowin

tearstoo.

Me:"BabyImessedup,Ishouldhavegottenrid

ofthem butIpromiseyou,Iswearonmygrand

father'sgraveI'm overher,Ifeelabsolutely

nothingforher,notevenatinybitoflove.Allof

myheartbeatsforyou,Iburnedthem yesterday.

Icanevensellthathouseandgetanewone

sthandwasam,Ngyaxolisamama,Ican'tlive

withoutyou.Iwouldratherdiethantolive

withoutyouandmykids"



Iwasalsointears,I'veneverfeltanythinglike

thisbefore.Letalonebeingthisscaredof

losingaperson.Iliterallyburnedthosethings

immediatelywhenIgotbackhome.

Iheldherhandtight.Shewasnotlookingatme.

Me:"Pleasedon'tleaveme"

Shelookedatme.

Oyi:"Doyoupromisethatyoudon'tloveher

anymore?"

Me:"Ipromisebaby,IswearIdon'tevenlikeher.

Youaretheonlywomanforme"



Oyi:"Sukuma"(Standup)

Igotupandsatnexttoher

Oyi:"Iloveyou"

Youshouldallmyinsidesrightnow,those3

magicalwordsarewhatIneededtohear.

Me:"Iloveyouevenmore"

Ikissedherforeheadandhuggedhersotight,

likemylifedependedonthishug.

#Unedited



#Goodnight

Tobecontinuedtomorrow.

#BAHWWMP

Insert39.

[Sfiso]

ThelittleritualforSamiwentwell,that'sof

courseaccordingtoSnethemba.Wehavenow

arrangedtodoalittleceremonyinwhichIhave

toapologisetomyancestorsandmake

amendswithOyiandthekids.I'm reallyhoping

they'llforgiveme,Ireallywishtostartmylifeon

acleanslateandbeafatherthatmyboycan

lookuptoandmygirlscanruntoforprotection.



SimijustleftandnowI'm herewithmymom

anddad,Snealsoleftrightaftertheritual.

Dad:"YoureallyhavetothankGodandthe

ancestorsforSnethembason,shereallyhelped

insavingyourdaughter'slifeandshe'sdoingall

shecantohelpyougetbackyourlife"

Me:"Yeahdad,it'slikeIwasgivenasecond

chanceatlife,Iwanttorightmywrongsand

alsoIhaveapregnantwoman,Ishouldmake

sureshe'sokay"

Hefrownedbutdidn'tsayanything,that'smy

dad.Healwaysprefershearingthingsfrom me

insteadofaskingquestions.Itoldhim

everythingandhewasreallydisappointedI

couldseeitinhisfacebuthejustkeptitto

himself.



Mom:"Simiissobeautiful,shecouldmakea

greatMakoti"

Thereshegoesagain,Idon'tknowwithherand

thinkingshecanalwayschooseher"Makoti".

Me:"YeahsheisMabutIdon'tknowabout

makingagreatmakoti,atleastnotforme.She

ispartofmypastmistakes"

Mom:"Itshouldn'tbelikethatyouknow?You

canalwaysfixthingswithherandlivehappily

everafterplusshegaveyouabeautifulchild"

Me:"Nomom...Idon'twantherandbesidesI

thinkmyhearthasfinallyfoundit'spiece"



Mom:"Ihope...Ijusthopeyoudon'tmeanthat

Sangomawomanorwhatevershecallsherself

Sfisobecause...."

Dad:"Ey!!!Eymanmfazi!!Whatisitwithyou

andthinkingyoucanalwaysdictateeveryone's

life?Foronceinyourlifetakeastepbackand

letpeopledothingsthewaytheyseefit.I'm so

tired,I'm reallytiredandreallysickofyou.I

knowthatyou'vebeenusingmutionmeandI

wasjustwaitingformysontorecoverandnow

thatheisbetterthanbefore,Iam filingfor

divorceanddon'tworryI'llmoveout"

WhenhewasdonetalkingIwasshook,Iwas

legitshockedtosaytheleast.Ilookedatmy

mom asherjawdropped,onedidn'tevenhave

toaskifit'struebecauseherexpressionwas



justenoughtosayit'strue.Ican'tbelieveshe's

beenusingMutionmydad,whywouldshedo

that?Imeanmydadisaverynobleman,Avery

goodman.Whatwasherreasontodoallthat

whendadhasbeengoodtoher?

Ihaveneverseenmyfathersoangry,Ididsee

thetensionbutIneverthoughtitwasthisdeep.

Me:"Ma!!,won'tyoudefendyourself?"

Sheblinkedamultipletimesandswallowed.

Mom:"H...howcanyouaccusemeofwitchcraft

Kunene?"

Herwordswerenotevenheavyliketheyusually

are,shewasjustbeingdefensivebutevena

primaryschoolchildcouldseesheisguilty.



Dad:"Mxm Idon'thavetimeforthis"

Hestoodupandleft,Ilookedatmom.Whois

thiswoman?Sheblinkedawaythetearsand

gotup,sheleftmejustlikethat.

Wow!!!Justwow.

Iwheeledmyselftomybedroom,tookmy

phoneanddialledSne.

Sne:"Mypatient"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Hey,uhambekanjan?"(Howdidyougo?)



Sne:"Verywellthanksforasking"

Me:"I'm gladtohearthat...Sne"

Sne:"Yes?"

Me:"Thankyouforeverything"

Sne:"Don'tthankmeyet,westillhavealotto

do"

Me:"Thanksanyway,Ireallyappreciateyou"

Sne:"Thankyourancestors"

ShethenwentquietforsometimebutIcould



hearshewantedtotalk.

Shesighed.

Sne:"Don'tletitconsumeyourthoughts,nor

shouldyouworryaboutit,yourmom didyour

dadwrongandhemightkillhersoit'sbetterhe

leaves"

Ikeptquiet,howmuchmoredoesshesee?

Wowhergiftisincredible.

Me:"Okay...youknowIstillhaveanissue,I

impregnatedsomeoneandshedisappeared,I

triedgettingaholdofherbuthernumber

apparentlydoesn'texist.Doyouthinkyoucan

help?"

Sne:"It'snotyourchildSfiso,shewasfooling



you.ShehadamotivebutI'llgettothatwhen

wemeet,fornowgetsomerest"

What?Whatdoesshemean?

ShehungupbeforeIcouldask.

What'shappeninginmylifevele?

Ifthisiswhatpunishmentfrom ancestorslooks

likethentheysureknowhowtodealwitha

person.

[Oyintando]

Soafterthewholeapologysessionmybaby

decidedtotakemeoutonashoppingspree.

Whowouldsaynotoshopping?Moreespecially

whenyouwon'tbeusingyourmoney*Wink*.



Wejustgotback,inhishousethatisandheis

complainingaboutbeingtiredandwhat

not....lazymuch.

Iboughthim propergroceriesandthengot

myselfsomefewclothes,makeup,shoesand

accessories.

Assoonaswegetinsidethehousehethrew

himselfonthecouch.

Thokozani:"Yoohbabynexttimeremindmenot

togowithyouforshopping,I'lljustgiveyouthe

card....yesesI'm sotired"

Ilaughed,mxm he'sexaggerating.

Me:"Helpmeunpackthegroceriesbaby"



Helookedatme,Nohemustnot.

Thokozani:"Comesitdownmamaman,wewill

unpacklater"

Me:"Nobaba,Ipromiseafterthisyouwillrest

I'llcookupastorm foryouandthedoafashion

paradeforyouwithmynewclothesandmaybe

giveyousomegoodsex"

Atthementionofthewordsexhiseyeslitup,

hegotupfrom thecouch.

Ilaughed,wetookthegroceriestothekitchen

andstartedpackingawayeverythingtowhereit

should.



Me:"Letmestartoncooking,whatwouldyou

likeeating?"

Hesmiled,anaughtysmile.

Thokozani:"Iwannaeatmywifetobe"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Thokozaniman"

Thokozani:"ButI'm serious,okaykecook

anythingmama"

Ishookmyheadanddecidedoncookinghim

Sampandbeefstewandaddjustathreebean

salad,I'veseenhowmuchheenjoyeditthelast



timeImadeit.

HesatontopofthecounterasIslavedaway.

Thokozani:"MamaI'm soobsessedwithyou"

IlaughedandsangMariahCarey's.....

Me:"Whyyousoobsessedwithme...boyI

wannaknow,whyyousoobsessedwithme?"

Helaughed,probablyatmybadvoice.

Thokozani:"Imbivoiceyakhosthandwasam"

(Yourvoiceisugly)



Ilaughedandheldmychestdramatically.

Me:"I'm hurt.....ouch!!!!Thokozaniyouareso

brutal,I'm yourwomanforheavensake,

everythingaboutmemustbeniceinyour

eyes...evenmypoopshouldsmellgoodtoyou"

Helaughed.

Thokozani:"AwukahleboSthandwasam"

Icontinuedchoppingaswekeptontalkingand

laughing.Hecameandhuggedmefrom behind.

Thokozani:"Ngiyak'thandamuntuwam"(Ilove

youmyperson)



Me:"Iknow"

Hekissedmyneckandwhisperedinmyearas

hewasalsosqueezingmyboobsseductively....

Thokozani:"Wenaawuyithandiyiniindoda

yakho?"(Don'tyouloveyourman?"

Me:"Ngiyithandaukufa"(Ilovehim todeath)

Hewent"Mmmm"

Igiggled,hethenbecameseriousashemade

melookathim.Hekissedmeonthelipsslowly.

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam"



Me:"Baby?"

Thokozani:"Iwantyoutostartlookingfora

newhouse,onethatyoulove.Abigenough

housetoaccommodatethekidsaswell"

Ifrowned.

Me:"Thisoneisbigmos?"

Thokozani:"Idon'twantitanymore,I'm selling

it.....Iwantonethatwillbechosenbymywife"

Ismiledandnodded.



Me:"I'llgettoitthen"

Wekissed,hespankedmeandannouncedthat

heisgoingtocatchuponsoccer,soIwent

backtocooking.

WhenIwasdoneweate,Idisheduptwoplates

butIwaseatingwithhim onhisplate.

#Unedited

#GoodnightOrGoodmorningAngaznam

#BAHWWMP

Insert40.

*Aweeklater*

[Thokozani]



TodayOyiandIaredrivingtomyhomeinKZN,

asIhadpromisedthem Iwouldbringherthis

week,soyeah.Sheisanervouswreck,she

didn'tsleepbusyaskingifthey'lllikeher?what

iftheydon't?Whatshouldshewear?Sigh.

Me:"Babyasambehawu"(let'sgo)

Oyi:"I'm done,justtwominutes"

Shesaidthat10minutesago.

Iwenttocheckonwhatshe'sdoingreallyand

assoonasIgotthereIjustlaughed.Guess

whatshe'sdoing?

Smh.She'slookingatherselfonthemirror



practisinghowshe'sgoingtotalkandbehave.

Me:"Let'sgo"

Itookherhandbagonthebedandpulledherby

thehand,shelaughed.

WelockedandIdroveoff.

Me:"YoulooklikeatrueDlaminiwife,ahead

wrapsuitsyou"

Shesmiled,shehasonaverybeautifulyellow

dressandablackheadwrapwhichslightly

showsherweaveandblackheels.

Me:"Relaxmama,wearenotgoingthereto



seekapprovalorvalidation,I'm justgoingto

showthem myworld"

Oyi:"I'm yourworld?"

She'sblushing.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhat'sbigbetweenthe

universe,world,planetortheyarejustequalbut

yeahsthandwasam"

Oyi:"Thanksforlovingme"

Me:"Thankyouforchoosingthisugly

mnyamanethatismebaby"(Blackperson)

Shelaughed.



Oyi:"Didyousayugly?Ohhellno,youmyman

areadream"

Ikissedherhand,Ilovehertothemoonand

beyond.

Westoppedatthepetrolstation,shewentthe

bathroom,Iboughtsnacksandpizza.Shewent

tositattheback.

Anhourlatershewassleeping,Ijustlookedat

herthroughthemirror,sheissobeautiful.I

makingapromisetomyselftotakecareofher

ineverywaypossible.

[Oyintando]



Thokozani:"Babyvuka,wearehere"

Myheartskippedathousandtimes,thatwasa

longbutshortdrive...Idon'tknowifImake

sensebutwhatI'm tryingtosayisthatitwas

longbutwearrivedtofast,I'm notready.

Ilookedathim,Iwasevenbitingmylowerlip.

Thokozani:"Wozaphela"(Come)

Ifixedmydoekandgotoffthecar.

Tookmyhandbag.



Me:"ThokozaniI'm scared"

Hepulledmecloserforakiss,Itriedfighting

buthewassostrong.Hekissedthelivinglights

ofme.

Me:"Sisman!!!Infrontofyourfather'sgate?Do

youwanthim tothinkI'm corruptingyou?"

Butthekissreallydidthemagic,I'm abitcalm

now.

Thokozani:"Let'sgobaby"

Heoffloadedthesmallbagswehadandheld

myhandatthesametime.

Wewalkedinsidethegate.Theyhavea



beautifulhouse,bigandbeautiful.Butalsoyou

cantellit'sbasedekasi,nottoofancyjust

modern.

Thokozani:"WelcomekwaSibalikhulu

sthandwasam"

Ismilednervously,Ishouldhavetakenthese

shoesoff,Iwillfall,mykneesareshaking.

Heopenedthedoorand....OhmyGod

Thokozanididn'ttellmethewholeDlaminiclan

willbehere.

Awomanwhom Ithinkishismom cameand

gaveThokozaniahugthenshelookedatme

andsmiled,Ilookeddown.



Sheattackedmewithawarm andwelcoming

hug.

Thokozani:"Kantimanje?Kwenzenjani?

Nabaningikangaka?"(What'shappening?Why

areyouallhere?)

Theylaughed,Icantelltheyareverycloseasa

family.

Woman:"Doyouthinkwewouldhavemissed

thisday?Youknowwe'veallbeenwaitingto

seeyourwoman"

Heshookhisheadandheldmyhand.He

greetedthem first,Iwaslookingdownallthis

timebutIcouldfeeltheireyesonme.



"Hawu!!!!MaMbatha!Usukhona?Mfazwam no

Mfethu"(Youarehere?Ourwife)

Mkhuseli?He'shere,Ifeltateaseabitandgot

theurgetolaugh.Thisguyisawholemood.

Thokozani:"Babythisismyfamily,IswearI

didn'tknowthey'dallbehere"

Ismiledandshylygreeted,theygreetedback.

Mkhuseli:"It'sgoodtoseetheshysideofyou

hey"

Ilaughed,mxm.

Thokozani:"Babythisismymom andright



thereismydad"

Inoddedanddidn'tknowwhattosay.

Dad:"SibongiseniuMaMbathaubukeka

ekhathele,mlungiseleegumbiniaphumule"

(Shelookstired,fixtheroom soshecanrest)

Sbongiseni?Who'sthatnow?

Thokozani:"Yebobaba"

It'shim!!!!I'm sogoingtocallhim that.

Hetookmyhandandthebagsandwalkedme

tooneoftherooms.WithoutevenaskingI

knewit'shisjudgingbythecolouranddesignof



it.

Me:"Shuuuuthatwasawkward"

Hesmiledandcametokissme.

Thokozani:"Welcometomyhome"

Me:"It'sabeautifulhome"

Thokozani:"Getsomerest,I'llcomebackto

checkonyou"

Me:"I'dliketoshowerfirst"

Henoddedandwentout,hecameminuteslater.



Thokozani:"Woza"

Itookmytoiletryandhisgownandfollowed

him,there'snoen-suitebathroom here,it'sa

normaltownshiphouse.

Thokozani:"Thisisitthen,whenyou'redone

youknowyourwayback"

Me:"HaaawhatifIbumpintosomeoneonthe

passage?"

Helaughedandshookhishead.

Thokozani:"Noonewillcomebaby"



HekissedmeandleftbeforeIcouldcontest

evenfurther.

Itookaveryquickshower,probablyonofthe

quickestshowersI'veeverhad.AllbecauseI

wasafraidthatsomeonemightknock.

WhenIwasdoneIputonthegown,tookmy

belongingsandwalkedout,tiptoedbacktothe

room butbeforeIcouldgettheresomeone

clearedtheirthroat,Istoppedandturnedback.

"Sawubonasisi"

She'saprettyyounggirl,looksalittlebitlike

Thokozani,afemaleversionofhim.

Me:"Hello"



Shehadatrayoffoodandjuice.Ididn'tseeher

earlieron.

Her:"I'm Ntokozo,IwassentbybhutThokozani

togiveyouthefood"

Ismiledandthankedher,Itriedtakingthefood

butitwasimpossiblewithallthethingsonmy

handssosheinsistedonhelpingmecarryitto

theroom.

Me:"Thankyou,I'm Oyintando"

Ntokozo:"OkaynicetomeetyousisNtando,I

likeyourweavebytheway"



Ismiled.

Me:"I'llmakesureIgetyouonenexttime"

Shesmiledandthankedmethensheleft.

Ididn'tevenbothergettingoutofthegown,I

justsatontopofthebedandhadthefresh

bakedsconesandjuice,theytastedsosogood.

WhenIwasdone,Igotsomesleep.

..........

TwohourslaterThokozanicameandwokeme

up,apparentlywehavetogojoineveryonefor

supper.

Ichangedintoadecentdressandsandals,

woreaheadwrap,AllthewhileThokozaniwas

justlookingatme.



Me:"DoIlookokay?"

Thokozani:"Okay?Ohnomyloveyohlookso

good"

Iwenttothebathroom andwashedmyface

justtogetridofthesleepyoneandlookfresh.

Wethenmadeourwaytothediningroom and

everyonewastherewaitingforus,Ifeltkindof

badthatpeoplewouldwaitforme.

Thokozaniopenedachairformeandthensat

nexttome.

MrsD:"Okaynowthatweareallhere,let's

closeoureyesandsaythegrace"



Wealldid,sheprayedandwestarteddishingup.

Thokozani:"OkaymyloveIdidn'tgetto

introduceeveryone,ThatismycousinZobuhle

andnexttoherismyauntwhoushermother,

AuntKholiweandthenmyuncleSakhileand

you'vealreadymetNtokozo,mymom anddad

andthenthisidiotMkhuseli,therestofthe

familyisnotherebecausetheystayfar"

Me:"Okaynicetomeetyouall"

Zobuhle:"Nicetomeetyoutoo,youareso

beautifulhey"

Me:"Thankyou,youarebeautifulyourself"



Shereallyisbeautiful,probablyinherlate20s

orearly30s.

AuntK:"SowhatdoyoudoOyi?"

Me:"I'm inthefashionbusiness,Icoowntwo

clothingboutiques"

AuntK:"Nice,soyourareabusinesswoman"

Me:"YeboAuntie"

Zobuhle:"Thatexplainsyourfashionsense,

you'vegotquitesometaste"

Ismiledandthankedher,Asmuchasshe

showersmewithpraisesIsensesomebad



energyfrom her,andsarcasm aswell.

MrsD:"Iam sohappytofinallymeetyou

sthandwasam,YouknoweverytimeSbongiseni

camehome,hewouldtalkaboutyoufrom the

dayhecomestillthedayheleaves.Icouldtell

youmakehim happy,Ihaven'tseenhim so

happy"

Me:"HemakesmehappytooMa"

Helookedatmeandsmiled,hereallyis

obsessedwithme.Helooksatmeevery

secondhegets.

MrD:"AwushokeNdodakazi,uhlalanobani?

Umndeniuhambakanjaningobaushilo

uSbongiseniukuthiabazalibakhobasweleka,



ngiyaxolisangalokho"(Tellmemychild,whodo

youstaywith?Yourfamily?hetoldmethatyour

parentspassedon,I'm sorryaboutthat)

Me:"Istaywithmykids,Ihaveabrotherand

sistertheyarebothmarriedthenwedohave

unclesandotherextendedfamily,althoughwe

donothaveaverycloserelationshipbutwe

acknowledgeoneanother"

Henodded.

Zobuhle:"Yimake!!!Unezinganeezintathu?

1...2..3?HaibokahleweThokozani?Youdon't

evenhave1child?MzalaIthinkyouneedto

reconsider"(Wait!!Youhave3kids?No

Thokozani)



Ilookeddown,myheartpumpingveryfast.

Mkhuseli:"Yimake!!!!Zobuhleungafuniukuthi

ngikusakazengempama,lalelake,uzongisiza

uphindeuzisizenawe,angifuniukukuzwa

ukhulumauyezwa?Siyozesicedeukudlala

ungavulangalomlomowakho,angisho

siyazwana?"(Wait!!Youdon'twantmetoslap

you,listenhere...youaregoingdomeand

yourselfafavour,Idon'twanttohearyou

talking,youshouldkeepquiettillwefinish

eating,areweclear?)

Shekeptquiet,whyisThokozaninotsaying

anything?Heisjustgluedtohisfood.

Mkhuseli:"Ngithesiyezwanana!!!!Zobuhle?"(I

saidam Iclear?)



Zobuhle:"NgizwileMkhuseli,bengibuzamina

nje?"(Iheardyou,Iwasjustasking)

Ntokozo:"SisOyihowoldareyourkids?I'dlike

tomeetthem,beingalastborngetsboring

sometimes."

Me:"Myfirstbornisagirlshe's15followedby

aboywhois9goingto10andlastbornis6

yearsold,agirlaswell"

Shenodded.

Ntokozo:"I'dreallyliketomeetthem"

HonestlyIwishwenevertouchasubjectofmy



kids,moreespeciallyafterZobuhle'sstatement.

Ifeelumcomfortableandjudged,whydidn't

Thokozanitellthem anyway?

Hetouchedmyhandfrom underneaththetable

andsqueezedit.I'm guessinghecanseehowI

feelrightnow.

Thokozani:"Ntokozopleasetakethedishesto

thekitchenandwashthem,babypleasehelp

her"

MrsD:"AychaSbongiseni,Ntandoisourguest,

shecan'tbedoingdishes"

Me:"NoMaIdon'tmind,I'dactuallyliketohelp"

MrsD:"Areyousuremybaby?"



Me:"YesMa,I'm sure"

Shenodded,NtokozoandIclearedthetable

andtookthedishestothekitchen.Itwassilent,

wewashedthem.IcouldfeelNtokozolooking

atme,it'slikeshewantedtosaysomething.

Ntokozo:"SisNtando?"

Me:"Yeslove"

Ntokozo:"I'm sorryaboutwhatZozosaid,Ican

tellthatyouaresad.Don'tmindher,wealready

loveyou,she'sanonfactor"

Ismiledandshrugged.



Me:"It'sokaybaby,I'llbefine"

Weengagedinasmallconversation,hertrying

hardtomakemelaughuntilweheard

somethingbangingfrom thediningroom and

thenThokozanishouting.

Thokozani:"Youwillnot!!!!!Youhearme

Zobuhle,youwillnotmakemywoman

uncomfortableandyoudefinitelydon'twanna

getonmywrongside.Whenitcomesto

OyintandoIwillforgetthatyouaremycousin,

ngizokhohlwa!!!Iloveher,Iloveherandher

kidsandnotyouoranybodyelseforthatmatter

willtellmeotherwise"

Hewasroaring.Iwasshookandverysadthat



familyisfightingonmyaccount.

Ntokozolookedatme.

Ntokozo:"Hereallylovesyousisisodon'tmind

whatotherpeoplesay,hereallydoesn'tlike

talkingorfightingthat'swhyhekeptquietatthe

table"

Inoddedandcontinuedwiththedishes,atear

escapedmyeyebutIquicklywipeditoff,butit

triggeredalotofemotionssoIcouldn'tholdthe

tearsinanymore.EachandeverywordZobuhle

utteredpiercedrightthroughmyheart.

Zobuhle:"WellfightmeallyoulikebutIstill

thinkyoucoulddobetter,Amotherofthreeand

divorceeyetshelooksyoung?Sheistrouble,I

wonderwhat'sthestorybehindthedivorce"



Iputthedishclothonthetableandwenttothe

room.Ican'ttakeitanymore,Iwannago.

[Thokozani]

Ihaveneverbeensoangryinverylongtime,If

ZobuhlewasnotfamilyIwoulddefinitely

strangleher.

Dad:"Zobuhlengicelauhambentombiyam,

ngyabonausudakiwe"(Pleaseleavemygirl,I

seeyouaredrunknow)

ShewantedtotalkbutIpushedherout.My

auntstartedcomplainingsodadhertoleaveas

well.



UncleS:"Kholiwebenibizwewubanivele?Ake

nihambenizobuyamasenikwaziukucabanga"

(Whocalledyouhereanyway?Leave,you'll

comebackwhenyoucanfinallythink)

Sheclickedhertongueandleftfollowingher

daughter.Ntokozowalkedin.

Ntokozo:"BhutiSisNtandoheardeverything

andakaphathekilekahle,Ithinkyoushouldgo

checkuponher"(She'snotokay)

Isighed.

Dad:"Hambamfana...MaDlaminikuzomele

naweukhulumenayeUMaMbathaumazise

ukuthithinaasinankinganayefuthisimamukela



nezinganezakhe"(Goboy...MaDlaminiyou

shouldalsotalktoherandtellherwehaveno

problem withherandwewelcomeherandher

kid)

Mom nodded,Islowlywalkedtomybedroom.

Shewasinsidetheblankets,sniffing.Itookoff

myclothesandjoinedher,Iheldherwaistand

pulledhertome.Shewaslookingtheotherway.

Me:"Mama"

Shesniffedandturnedtolookatme,she's

crying.

Iwipedoffhertearsandkissedher.

Me:"I'm sorrybaby"



Shekeptquiet.

Me:"IloveyouSthandwa,youandthekidsand

that'sallthatmatters"

Tobecontinued.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

#BAHWWMP

Insert41.

[Oyintando]

•••Removed•••



Iopenedmyeyes,Iwasfeelingsopressed.

WhenIturnedThokozaniwasnotinbed.

Iam honestlynocomfortablewiththe

bathroom beingoutsidetheroom becauseI'm

scaredofbumpingintosomeone.

Amessagecamethroughonmyphone.

"BabyIwentoutwithMkhuandDad,please

don'tbeafraidofusingthebathroom,Noone

movesaroundthere.Ntokozowillmakeyou

breakfast,alsoyoushouldgojoinmom

whereversheisinthehouse"

Ismiled,it'slikehereadmymind.Iworethe

gownandwenttothebathroom withmytoiletry



bag,peedanddecidedtowasmyfaceand

brushmyteeth.Ithenmademywaybacktothe

room.

Ichangedintoamaxidressandworeadoek

andslippers.Ifixedthebedandcleanedup

hereandthere,Ithensatdownandcalled

Londeka,Iwannatalktomykids.

Londeka:"MaDlamini"

Ilaughed,mxm.

Me:"HelloMrsZitha"

That'shermaritalsurname.

Ndeka:"How'sitgoingwiththeinlaws"



Me:"Ohwell...soso"

Ndeka:"Whatdoyoumeansoso?"

Itoldherwhathappened.

Ndeka:"Mntaserememberhowmymotherin

lawhatedme?Youarebetterbecauseyouare

notlovedbythecousin,minaIhatetodealwith

monsterinlaw.....sothatZokuhlechickaintshit

babe,solongasyourmanlovesyou"

Me:"Yeah....howaremybabies,Iwannatalkto

them"

Ndeka:"Thelittlerascalsleftwithhubbyand



thenOluhleandMbaliareatthepoolside,I'll

callyouwhentheycomeinside,I'm lazy"

Me:"Pregnancyhasyougoodhuh?Wheredid

therascalsgotowithhubby?"

Ndeka:"Idon'tknowhonestly,hespokeabout

themall,icecream andallthat"

Asweweretalkingaknockcamethrough.

Me:"MntaseIhavetogo,pleasecallwhenthe

kidsarrive"

Ndeka:"OkaybyeIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Ihungupandwenttoopenthedoor,MrsD

walkedinwithafullEnglishbreakfast.

MrsD:"Sawubonasisi"(Greetings)

Me:"SawubonaMa"

MrsD:"CanIcomein?"

Me:"YesMa"

Shewalkedin,placedthefoodonthebedand

satdown

Ididn'tknowwhattodonext.Shetappedthe

spaceformetosit.



MrsD:"Howareyoufeelingtoday?Iknowyou

sleptwithaheavyheart"

Onlyifsheknewthatmymangavemegood

sexthewholenightandcheeredmeupbutof

courseIwouldn'ttellhim thatwouldI?

Me:"I'm okaythankyouMa"

Sheheldmyhand.

MrsD:"MybabyThokozanilovesyouandwe

canseeheishappy,youmakehim happyand

thatforusashisparentsisenough.Iwantyou

tofeelathome,don'tworryaboutwhatZobuhle

said,wewelcomeyouhereandIforonewould

reallylovetomeetyourkids."



Ismiledandnodded,hearinghersaythatwas

enough.

Me:"NgyabongaMa,thankyousomuch"

MrsD:"It'sokaychild,noweatyourbreakfast

whenyou'redonecomejoinmeatthegarden"

Inoddedandthankedher.IcannowsafelysayI

feelverywelcome.

"Imissyou"

Amessagefrom Thokozani.Ismiledand

ignoredit,atethentookthedishestothe

kitchen.



[Sfiso]

SneandIhavebecomeverycloseoverthepast

days,weshareourpastandsadlyshealsotold

meshelostherparentsandthatreally

damagedheratsomepointinlifebutshe'sa

stronggirlbecausethroughallthatsherealised

hergift.Speakingofhergift,it'ssuchan

incrediblegift...shereallyhelpedme.

Wearenowdrivingtothemall,sheinsistedthat

wegooutbecauseI'vebeenindoorsforever.

Sne:"Andwearehere"

Shegotoffthecarandcametohelpmeout.



Shelockedthecarandwheeledmeinsidethe

mall,weareatMallofAfrica.

Ifeltveryweak,whowouldhavethoughtthat

onedayI'dbesittinghelplesslyonthewheel

chair?Howthemightyhavefallen.

Sne:"IloveRoccoMamas"

Ichuckledfirst.

Me:"Let'sgothere"

WhenwegottoRoccoMamasitwasnot

packed,weorderedandfoundaperfectspot.



Ourfoodcame,wetalkedaboutrandom stuff

andlaughedwhileeating.

Ourhandstouched,Ifeltit....whatIusuallyfeel

everytimeI'm withher.

Oureyesmet.

Me:"Sne"

Sne:"Mm"

Me:"Idon'tknowifyoucanfeelittoobutIfeel

somethingverydeepforyou,I'veneverfeltlike

thisbefore.IthinkI'm inlove"

Shesmiledandlookeddown.



Sne:"Ifeelittoo,Idon'tthinkIloveyoubutI

knowIloveyou"

Wow!!!Ireallydidnotexpectthat.

Me:"WowI...canwetrymaybe?Arelationship?

IknowI'm aburdenrightnowandIhave

nothingmuchtoofferbut..."

Sne:"Stopblabbering,yeswecangiveitatry,I

wouldloveto"

IsmiledandasIlookedatthedoorthe

approachedVanessaandOhmy....whatthe

fuck!!!!!???

Samuel?HowisthatVanessaisholdinghands



withmyworstenemy?Sheevenhasaringon,

bothofthem.

Sne:"Ihopenowyougetit,sheliedtoyou

Sfiso...thatmanisherhusbandandsheis

carryinghischild,theywereouttogetyou"

What?

Me:"ButI..."

Sne:"Let'sgobuyafewthingsandavoid

drama"

Ididn'tevenprotest,shejustwheeledmeout,

Vanessalookedatmeandquicklylookedaway.



#BAHWWMP

#Unedited

Insert42.

[Oyintando]

I'vejustfinishedpackingourbelongings,weare

headingbacktoJoziburg.Ihadagreattime

honestly,moreespeciallyafterthetalkIhad

withMrsD.Sheshowedmetheirfamilyphoto

album,toldmeaboutThokozaniwhengrowing

up,apparentlyhewastrouble.Thokozanialso

tookmetohisfavoritespots,showedme

aroundtheareaandintroducedmetohis

childhoodfriends.I'dbelyingifIsaidIwasnot

happythatweareleavingbecauseI'm very

happy,Imissmybabies.



JustasIfinishedpacking,MrsDmadeherway

inwithtwocontainersfulloffood.

MrsD:"Nganeyam"(Mychild)

Me:"YeboMa"

MrsD:"OhhhowIwishyoucouldstaylonger"

Ismiled,Ican'tkeepeyecontactwithher

thoughshehasawarm heart.

Me:"WeshallcomebackagainMa"

MrsD:"Iknowmybaby,hereIpreparedfoodfor

you.Youhavealongwaytogo,youwillbe

hungryandthentheseherearecookiesI



packedformygrandbabies"

Ismiledandthankedher.

Me:"Theywilllovethem,theylovesweet

things"

Iputthem aside.

MrsD:"Good...Ntando,alwaysrememberthatI

havefullywelcomedyouinmyhome,youare

nowmydaughteraswell.Ifyoufeellikeyou

missus,donothesitatetopinchSbongiseni's

earsandtellhim tobringyouokay?"

Igiggledandagreed.



Thokozani:"Sthandwasam kuzomelesihambe

manje"(Myloveweshouldgetgoingnow)

MrsD:"Haiiisukawena,sisaxoxa"(Ohplease,

wearestilltalking)

Thokozani:"Youhadthewholeweekendtodo

thatMa,wehavebusinessestorunandkidsto

rushbackto"

Thewayhereferstomykidsashiskidsgives

megoosebumps,itliterallymakesmefallfor

him alloveragain.

MrsD:"Inthatcaseletmenotkeepyou"

Thokozani:"SibongeMa,babyareyoudone?"



(Thanksmom)

Me:"Yeah,alldoneandready"

Hetookthebagsandwentout,MrsDandI

followedbehindhim.

AssoonaswegottotheloungeNtokozoand

MrDlaminiwerestandingthere,Iguesswaiting

tobidusfarewell,alsoMkhuselileftyesterday

sincetherewasaclientthathehadtoattendto.

Ntokozo:"OhhhhhowIwishIcouldleavewith

youguys"

Thokozani:"Assoonasyoucompleteyour

matricyouwilljoinus"



Shesulked,shefeltlikeit'stoofarandalong

wait.

Me:"Nisalekahlebaba,ngyabongaumusa

eningikhombewona"(Keepwellfather,thank

youforthekindnessyoushowedme)

MrDlamini:"It'sallgoodmychild,safejourney.

Wehopetoseeyousoonanddon'tleavethe

kidsbehind,thisisnowtheirhome"

Ismiledwhilelookingeverywherebuthim.

Me:"Thankyoubaba,I'llkeepthatinmind"

MrsD:"Thokozanipleasetreatmychildlikea

queenorelseyouandIwillfight"



Hechuckledandhuggedthem,Ihugged

NtokozothenMrsD,Iobviouslywouldn'thug

fatherinlawsoIsaidmygoodbyesthenwe

left.

Thedrivefrom KZNtoGautengislongthough,

allthepositionsofsittingaretoomuchforme.

WedrovepastChickenLicken.Apparentlymy

manherewillbeawakethewholewayifhe

munchesontheirhotwings.

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam"(Mylove)

Me:"Mmm"

Thokozani:"Didyouhavefun?"



Me:"Alotoffun,yourfamilyisabunchofnice

peoplewellofcourseexcept...."

Thokozani:"IknowbabyandI'm sorry"

Hetookmyhandwhilehefocusedontheroad,

hekisseditandwhathedidnextwasbeyond

me.

Hetookmyhandandrubbedhisd**kwithit.

Me:"Haibobaby"

Thokozani:"Yoohhhbabywami...I'm horny"

Me:"Aren'tyoualways?"



Thokozani:"Inanaziyakhoimnandiangisho,

ngizothini?"(Yourp***syisnice,whatwillIsay?)

Ilaughed,mxm.

Helookedmeandblewmeakiss,whilemy

handwasstillbrushinghisveryhardd**k.A

groanescapedhismouth,Ipulledmyhand

away.

Thokozaniiscrazy,I'm notgonnagivehim this

nanaziashecallsit.

•••Narrated•••

Vanessalookedatherhusband,shelooked

veryterrified.Hewassomadandwasvery



closetohittingher.

Him:"IaskyouonethingVanessa!!!One!!And

youfail,youspentalotoftimewithSfiso,you

shouldtakenthedocumentsbynowbutnohis

dickwastoogoodsomuchthatyoucouldn't

focus."

Vanessa:"BabyI'm sorry,Itriedbuthidthem

verywell"

Him:"Thosedocumentswouldchangeourlives

Vanessa,yesIdohavemoneybutthose

documentswouldmeanwewon'twork

anymore"

Sherolledhereyesatherhusbandforbeing

selfish,aslaplandedonherfacebecausehe



feltlikethiswasajoketoher.

Him:"GetoutofmyfaceVanessa,beforeIkill

you,youareuseless"

Shequicklywalkedaway.

[Snethemba]

I'm inlove,IlovethatguyandI'm willingtodo

anythingtohelphim getbackonhisfeet.AlsoI

consultedwithmyancestors,theyrevealedto

methathehastoreconnectwithhiskids,he

shouldgoapologisebecauseapparentlythe

ancestorsofhisexwifeareverystrong.

I'm washingdishes,myphonerang.



Sfiso:"Muntuza"

HecallsmethatandIalwaysmelt.

Me:"Honey"

Sfiso:"Howareyou?Imissyou?"

Me:"I'm fine,whydon'tyoucomeovertomy

placesowecanhavedinnerfortwo?"

HetriedprotestingIhungupandrequestuber

forhim.

Andsentansms"Ifyouwantustogetalong,



youwillgetinsidetheuberIrequestedandget

here"

#Unedited

Guysorryforthecroptop,there'snonetworkin

myareawhichthenmakesithardfortoposton

time.

Promisetomakeituptoyoutomorrow.

#Goodnight

#BAHWWMP

Insert43.

[Sfiso]



Sneforcedmeintocomingovertoherplace,

shedoesn'tlikethefactthatI'm alwayslocked

upinmyroom,soIfinallyagreedtocoming.We

spentthenighttogether,watchingmoviesand

justtalking,ourrelationshipisstillnewsoit's

stillverymuchinnocent.Wejustcuddle,share

kissesandtalk.There'ssomethingaboutthis

girl,shechallengesme,sheisdifferentfrom

from OyioranyotherwomanI'vebeenwith.

It'smorningalreadyandshe'snotinbed,she's

probablysomewhereinthehouse.Itried

gettingupbutitwashard,Ineedtousea

bathroom.

Sne:"GoingsomewhereMr"

Me:"Ineedtouseabathroom baby...come

here"



Shehadatrayofbreakfast.Sheputitonthe

bedandcametome.

Me:"Goodmorningmylove,youlookbeautiful

inthatT-shirt"

Shesmiled,shehadonmyT-shirt,itwasbig

enoughtobeashortdress.

Sne:"Thankyou,maybeyoushouldgiveitto

me"

Me:"YoucanhaveitbutI'dliketoseeyouwhen

youwearit"

Shegiggled.



Sne:"Letmehelpyouup,ourcoffeewillget

cold"

Iheldontothesideboardwhileshehelpedme

up,Ireallyfeelsouseless.Everytime

somebodyhastohelpmeIjustfeelsoangryat

myself.

Sne:"Thereyouhaveit"

Me:"Thankyoubaby"

Iwheeledmyselftothebathroom,didmy

businessandwashedmyface.Luckilymy

wheelchairisadvanced,IcanliftmyselfupsoI

canbeabletoreachsomethingatthetop,I

thenwentbacktothebedroom andSnewas

alreadyeating.



Ijoinedheranddevouredonthebreakfast.Also

I'verealisedthatsheknowsherwayaroundthe

kitchen.

Sne:"Youarestaring"

Ohsnap!!Ididn'tevenrealisethatIwasstaring.

Me:"Youarebeautiful,Ican'thelpit"

Sheblushedandlookeddown.

Me:"Andthensheblushesandbecomeeven

moreprettier"



Sne:"Ohhhpleasestophoney"

Ileanedoverforakiss,shekissedme.

Sne:"Baby"

Me:"Muntuza"

Sne:"YouknowI'vebeenthinking"

Me:"About?"

Sne:"Yourexwifeandkids"

Ifrownedandlookedather,withthat"Goon"

look.



Sne:"Youneedtoapologisetothem,make

peaceandonlythenwillthingslookgoodfor

you"

Isighed,IdowannaapologisebutwheredoI

start?I'm evenashamedofmyselfforwhatI

didtomykids.

Me:"IwillbabywhenI'm ready"

Sne:"Babyyou'llneverbeready,Isuggestyou

doitsoonerratherthanlater,eventoday"

Me:"Todaybaby?"

Sne:"Yesinfacthere,callher"



OkayIstillknowhernumbersbyheadunless

shechangedthem.

Itookmyphoneanddialledhernumbers.It

rangandrangandfinallyanswered,assoonas

shesaid"Hello"Ibecameveryscared.

Me:"Oyihy"

Oyi:"Sfiso?"

Me:"Yes"

Oyi:"Hy"



Me:"I...ummm I..."

Snesignalledformetotalk.

Me:"Iwouldlikeustomeetandtalk,Ihavealot

thatIneedtotalktoyouaboutandapologise"

Shewentquietforamomentandthensaid...

Oyi:"WhenbecauseI'm verybusy?"

Me:"Todayifpossible"

Oyi:"RightnowI'm inPretoriatakingcareof

business,I'llbedoneroundabout2h00p.m"



Me:"Icanwaitforyoutofinish...pleasebring

thekidsover"

Oyi:"Bringthem over?Kantiwherearewe

meeting?"

Me:"How'scenturionmall?"

Oyi:"Ummm okaySfiso,pleasesendmethe

exacttimeI'llbethere"

Shehungup.

Me:"Done"

Sne:"See?Noharm done,I'lldriveyoubutwhen

wegetthereI'llgiveyouguysspace,I'lljust



shoparound."

Me:"Thankyoubaby,foreverything....for

makingmefacemyfears"

Sne:"Don'tthankmebaby"

Wefinishedeatingandjustsatthere,talking

anddeclaringourloveforoneanother.

[Oyintando]

CelesteandIjustfinishedtalkingbusinesswith

thepreviousownerofthisbuilding,it'sverybig

andspacious.Ourclothesaregoingtofitwell,

thisplaceispretty,astowhythiswomanis

sellingitbeatsmereallybutyouneverknow.



Me:"Celestebabe,weshalltalk.Ineedtorush

somewherebutweneedtomeetsometimethis

week"

Celeste:"Okaymylove,I'm alsodrivingtothe

office,Ineedtoplaceordersbeforeit'slate"

Wehuggedandwentseparateways.

Ihonestlydon'tknowhowIfeelaboutmeeting

upwithSfisowiththekidsaround.AsmuchasI

understandthatwhyheleftthewayhedidthe

lasttimehecametoseethekidsbutthekids

wouldn'tunderstand,theydon'tunderstandand

Ifearhurtingthem shouldanythinglikethat

happenagain.HoweverI'm gonnagivehim the

benefitofthedoubtandhopeforthebest.



WithschoolsclosedlikethisI'm happybecause

Igettodomythingsproperlywithoutthinking

offetchingthem from schoolanddoing

homeworkandthelikes.

OhbeforeIforgetIneedtocallthebabyand

inform him.

Hisphonerangunansweredandthena

messagefollowedafter.

"MamaI'm inthemeetingatthemoment,I'llcall

youwhenI'm done"

Itextedhim back

"It'sokaybaby,Ijustwantedtoletyouknow



thatI'm meetingupwithSfiso,healsoaskedto

seethekids"

..............

WewerefinallyatCenturionmall,waitingfor

SfisoatMuggnBean.Ittookalotofbegging

andconvincingforthesekidstoagree.

Asweresitting,therehecame.Sittingona

wheelchair,helookslikeheiscarryingthe

worldonhisshoulders.Hedoeslookhappybut

heisnothingliketheSfisoIknow,theonewho

walkswithhisheadhelduphighandIknowit

allhastodowithbeingonawheelchair,he

feelshelpless.

Sfiso:"Sanibona"(Hello)



Weallgreetedback.

Oluwasonherphone.

Sfiso:"Thanksforagreeingtoseeme,Iknow

youcouldhavechosennotto"

Ishrugged.Hesighedandlookedatthekids,I

couldseesadnesswrittenalloverhiseyes.He

lookedatthem forquitesometime,atear

escapedhiseyes.

Sfiso:"They'vegrown"

Me:"Yeahtheyhave"

Ikindoffeltsorryforhim.Hewipedofthetear.



Sfiso:"Imessedup,Ireallymessedup"

Me:"It'swaterunderthebridgeSfiso"

Sfiso:"Theyhateme...theycan'tevenlookat

me"

Me:"TheyarestillyoungSfiso,allitwilltakeis

anapology,talktothem andmakethem believe

inyouagain,don'tonlyspeakthough,actions

areveryimportant.Theywillforgiveyou"

Helookedatme.

Sfiso:"You'reagoodwoman,youdon'tdeserve

anyofthethingsIputyouthrough,youwerea



goodwifetomeandagoodmothertoourkids

butImesseditallup.I'm sosorryOyi,I'm truly

sorryfrom thebottom ofmyheart,forhitting

youandputtingyouthroughhell.Pleasefindit

inyourhearttoforgiveme"

Iwasnowemotional,ashekeptonapologising,

everythinghedidtomeplayedinmyheadlikea

slideshow.

Me:"Iforgiveyou...Idon'tknowwhyyoudidit

butIforgiveyou.I'm inahappyplaceandIdon't

wantanythingtakingthatawayfrom me,I

forgiveyoufully"

Hethankedmesincerely.

Me:"Oluputthephoneawayandlookatdad"



Shedidandsatproperly.

Heapologisedtothem foreverything,for

makingthem feellessimportant.Hetoldthem

helovesthem andthatiftheygivehim another

chancehewillprovetothem howimportant

theyare,theyforgavehim andhuggedhim.

Sbanistartedaskinghim whycan'thewalk,why

isheonawheelchair.Mykidswerehappy,they

startedtalkingaboutoldmemoriesandthen

theywentbuyIcecream atmilkylane,theirold

timefavourite.WithOlupushingtheirdad.

IcansafelysayI'm atpeace,IhopeSfisowill

stickuptohiswordandbethereforthekids.



Aftertheiricecream sessionwefinallydecided

toleave.

#Unedited

#Goodnight

#BAHWWMP

Insert44.

[Thokozani]

Killmeifyoueverhearmetellawomantolook

forahouse.Myheadispounding,she'sbeen

takingmetodifferentplacesandI'm sotired.

Istoppedatthepetrolstationandlookedather.



Me:"Baby"

Oyi:"Love"

SheissoexcitedandIhonestlydon'tknowwhy.

Me:"Allthehousesyoutookmetoaregood,

pleasedecidebecauseIcan'tdothisanymore.

Wewenttodifferentplacesalready"

Oyi:"OkaybabaonelasthousethenI'lldecide"

Me:"Youdohaveapictureofthathousenje?

Whydon'tyoudecidenow?Youalreadyknow

howitismos"

Oyi:"Okayfine!!!Takemehome,yousaidI



shouldlookforahouseandthennowyounot

patientwithme"

Ohhtherewegoagain.

Me:"Babyit'snotthat,I'm tiredandyouknowit.

Let'sdoittomorrowke"

Shelookedoutthewindow.Ihonestlydon't

understandwomenandtheirtantrums.Igotout

ofthecarandwenttobuydrinksandsome

snacksandthenwentbacktothecar,shewas

playingcandycrush.

Me:"What'stheaddressofthelasthousewe

havetocheckout?Iwanttoputitonthegps"



Shesmiledandgaveittome,Ipuncheditin

anddroveoff.

Me:"Idlakebaby"

Shetookthedrinkandsnacksandate.

Wefinallyarrivedandgotoff,followingthe

agent.

Agent:"Goodday,Ithoughtyouwerenolonger

coming"

Oyi:"I'm sorrywearelate,wegotalittleheld

up"

Idon'tunderstandwhyarewemeetingwitha



differentpersonbecausewe'vealreadymet

anotherhouseagency.

Agent:"Noproblem,I'm Biancatheprevious

agentyoumethadothercommitmentssoshe

askedmetofillinforher"

Oyi:"OkaynicetomeetyouBianca,I'm

OyintandoandthisismyfianceThokozani"

Shenodded,sheseemedveryuncomfortable

becauseofhowseriousIwas,Idon'tmeanto

makeheruncomfortablebutI'm tired.

Me:"Canyoupleasetakeusthroughthehouse"

Shenodded.



Agent:"Ofcourse"

Shewalkedin,Ifollowedthem.

Oyi:"Babycouldyoupleaserelaxandco

operate?"

Me:"Yeah"

Shetookusthroughalltherooms,Imustsay

thisoneisquitebigandspacious,alsochild

friendly,bythetimeweweredoneIcouldsee

thatOyialsolovesit.

Oyi:"Babawhatdoyouthink?Iforoneloveit"



Me:"Iloveitandifyouloveitthenlet'sbuyit"

ShesmiledandturnedtolookattheBeyonce

womanorwhateverhernameis.

Oyi:"Weloveitandwearebuyingit"

Agent:"Fantastic,herearethepaperswithme

thatyouneedtogothroughandsign.

WedidallthatandIwashappy,Isignedandthe

housewasours.Depositedthemoneythenwe

left.

[Sfiso]

MykidshaveforgivenmeandhonestlyI

couldn'tbemorehappier.Todaytheyarehere



withmeandI'm planningonintroducingthem

toSnethemba,hopefullytheywilllikeher.

WeareatMallofAfrica,inRoccoMamas.

Sbani:"Daddywhydon'tweorder"

Me:"Areyouhungryprincess?"

Sbani:"Yes"

Me:"Okaylet'scallthewaiterthen"

Luckyforusthewaitresscameourdirection,I

calledher.



Me:"Oluorderwhatyouguyswant"

Sheordered,Iaskedforjustaglassofjuice.

Asweweresittingthere,talkingandwaitingfor

theirorder,Snemadeherwayin,shelooked

beautiful.

Sne:"Helloeveryone,I'm sorryI'm late"

Wegreetedback,shesatdown.

Me:"It'sokaybaby,youlookgreat"

Sne:"Thankyou"



Shelookedabitnervous,probablybecause

she'swonderingifthekidswillloveher.

Me:"Okaybabythesearemykids,Oluhleshe's

theirbigsister,Simbongilethebrotherofthe

girlsandSbanithelittleprincess"

Sne:"Ohhhtheyaresocute...hellobabies"

Them:"Hello"

Sne:"Howareyouguysdoing?"

Olu:"Wegoodthankshowareyou?"

Sne:"I'm goodtoo"



Me:"ThisisAuntieSne"

Simbongile:"NicetomeetyouAuntieSne"

Sne:"Thankyouboy,nicemeetingyoutoo"

TheirfoodcameandSbanididn'twastetime,

shedugrightin.

Me:"Let'splaceanorderbabe"

Weordered.

Sbani:"Sodaddy...isAuntieSneyourgirlfriend?"



Icoughedalittle,Ididn'texceptthat,atleast

notnow.

Me:"Ummm she...wellprincess..."

Sne:"YesbabyAuntieSneisdaddy'sgirlfriend"

Sbani:"Okay...andthendaddywillyoumarryher?

Ifyoumarryhershe'sgoingtobeoursecond

mommyjustlikeuncleTkwillbeoursecond

daddybecausehe'sgoingtomarrymommy"

Wowthischild,IdidseetheringonOyi'sfinger

soI'm notsurprised.

Sne:"Icanbeyoursecondmommyifyoulike"



Shenodded,shestartedtalkingabouttheir

uncleTK,howhebuysthem giftsandnicefood,

hetakesthem outeverynowandagain.I

honestlycouldn'thelpbutfeeljealous,mykids

openeduptoanothermanbecauseIcouldn't

beagoodfathertothem.

Olu:"Princesseatyourfood"

Sbani:"Okay"

Ijustlovehowtheyaddresseachother,they

loveoneanotheralot.

OurfoodcamebutwhenIlookedatSneshe

wasintenselylookingatSimbongile,shewas

notevenblinking.

Me:"Babeareyouokay?"



Shefrownedalittleandnoddedthenaskedto

beexcused.

Olu:"Issheokaydad?"

Me:"Ithinkso,maybeshewenttousea

bathroom"

Shenodded.

Me:"Boyzaareyouokay?"

Hewastooquietformyliking,Iknowhehas

growntobealittlequieterthanhewasbefore

butheseemedtooquiet,whichmademe

wonderifheisokaybecauseofhowSnewas



gawkingathim.

Simz:"I'm gooddad"

Inodded,from thesoundofhisvoiceIcould

thentellthathereallyisokay.

MinuteslaterSnecamebackandtookasit.

Me:"Iseverythingokay?"

Sne:"Yeah...ummm yeah"

Weatewhileconversinghereandthereand

beforeweknewthedaywasover,webidSne

goodbyeandIcalledthedrivertocomegetus.

Beingonawheelchairreallystressesmeout,I



can'tevendrivearound.

Wefirstdrovethekidsbacktotheirmom,I

madesurenottoenterbecauseIknewIcould

findhim there.

Me:"Ihadagreattimewithyoukids"

Simz:"Thankyoudad,wehadalovelytimetoo"

Olu:"AnditwasnicemeetingAuntSne"

Sbani:"Whenwillwegooutagain?"

Me:"I'llcallyousowecanarrangeokay?"



Theynodded.

Me:"Okaybyethen,I'llcallyouguyslater.Ilove

you"

Olu:"Byedad,weloveyoutoo"

Thedriverwalkedthem insideandcameback

secondslater.

WhenIgothomeIcalledSne.

Sne:"Heylover"

Me:"Heymuntuza,yougood?"



Sne:"YeahI'm good.Ihadagoodday,itwas

nicemeetingyourkids.Theyarelovely"

Me:"Babytodayyouactedveryawkward,

wannatalkaboutit?"

Shesighed.

Sne:"I'lltellyouinperson"

Me:"Ohhhokaythenbaby,letmetryandrest.I

loveyou"

Sne:"Iloveyoutoo"

IhungupandstruggledgettinginbeduntilI

finallydid.



[Oyintando]

ThekidshadfunwiththeirdadandIcouldn'tbe

happier,theirhappinessmeansalottome.

TheywentasfarastellingmeaboutAunt

Sne...that'sOluhle,youknow...mommy-

daughtergossip.

It'sagoodthingthathemovedonthough.

I'm inbedrightnowreadingoneofmyfavourite

storiesQondisiwe,thesepeoplecanwrite

yoooh.Iam heregettingemotionalaboutit,I

don'thaveaproblem withLuthandotakingover

theZikhaliriverasthenewIndoniyamanzibutI

alsodon'twantQonditodieandbethe

ancestororwhateveroftheriver,thegirlhas

beenthroughalot,shedeservestofindlove

andbehappyforonceinherlife.



AsIwasbusyreadingandhavingthe

conversationwithmyselfatthesametimemy

phonerang.

Me:"Thebaby"

He'sbeensulkingbecauseItooktomany

housesandapparentlyhewastired.

Thokozani:"Mkami"

Ohhhlookatmeblushingandallthat.

Me:"Sibalikhulu"



HechuckledandaskedhowIam,hethen

complainedaboutbeingtiredbecauseofme.

Me:"Askiesbabyhawu"

Thokozani:"Mama"

Me:"Mmm"

Thokozani:"Mydadcalledandaskedifyou

talkedtoyourunclesaboutthelobolaissue"

Me:"OohnoIdidn't,I'llcallMvelotomorrowand

talktohim thenhewillletthem know"

Thokozani:"Okay...Iwasthinkingofsendingmy

eldersnextweek"



ThisguyisinahurrybutI'm notcomplaining.

Me:"OkaybabyI'llmakesureeveryoneisready

bythen"

Thokozani:"Ican'twaitforyoutobeMrs

Dlaminiandmoreovertohaveyouwakeup

nexttomeeachandeverymorning"

Ismiled.

Me:"Ialsocan'twaittoshoutatyouforno

reasonorsometimesdenyyouthenanazi"

Helaughedandsaid...



Thokozani:"Uyahlanya...ngishonoma

ungangincishaukudlaakunankingakodwahaiii

inanaziyam"(Youarecrazy,youcaneven

refusetogivemefoodthere'snoproblem but

notwithmyp***y)

IlaughedwetalkedforalittlewhileuntilIfelt

verysleepy.

Thokozani:"Iyazifelangawelendoda"(Thisman

diesforyou)

Me:"Andthiswomandiesforyou"

Thokozani:"CanIvideocall?"

Haibo!!Ijusttoldhim I'm sleepynjena!!



Ilaughedandrefused.

Thokozani:"Mxm goodnightkeh,Iloveyou".

Me:"Goodnightbaby,Iloveyoumore"

WehungupandIdozedoff.

#Unedited

#BAHWWMP

Insert45.

[Snethemba]

Iam watchingTVorrathertheTViswatching

me.I'm sittingherewaitingforSfisotogethere



soIcantellhim abouthissonbutalsoIdon't

evenknowwherewillIbegin,willheunderstand

me?

WellInolongergotoSfiso'shomebecause

eversincehetoldhisparentsaboutour

relationship,hismotherwentnutsandtoldme

toneversetfootinherhouse,sountilSfiso

goesbacktohishousewegonnaseeeach

otherhere,inmyhouse.

AsIwasthinkingaboutamillionthingsatonce,

therecameaknockonthedoor.Igotupand

wenttoopen.

Driver:"HelloMa'am"

Idon'tknowhowmanytimeshaveItoldthis

guytocallmebymyname.



Me:"Hey...thanksforbringinghim in"

Driver:"It'smypleasure.I'llcomegetyoulater

then,Ma'am itwasniceseeingyou"

Me:"Okaybye"

Iclosedthedoorandpushedhim inside.

Sfiso:"Mymuntuza,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm goodbabe,howareyou?"

Sfiso:"IsitnotvisiblethatI'm happy?"



Ohyesit'sverymuchvisible,Iwasabouttoask.

Me:"Icantell,whatmakesmymansohappy?"

Sfiso:"Let'sjustsayIhavealittlesurprisefor

you?"

Hehasasmirkonhisface.

Me:"Okay...surpriseme"

Heheldbothsidesofhiswheelchairandslowly

butsurelygotup,hestoodup.

Sfiso:"Tadaa!!!"



Me:"Sfiso"

Itcameoutasanunintendedwhisper.

Icouldn'tbelievethis.Igottearyimmediately,I

knewhewasgoingtowalkagaineventuallybut

Ididn'tthinkitwouldbethisquick.

Me:"WowI...ohmyGodwhatdidyourparents

say?"

Sfiso:"Ididn'ttellthem,Iwantedyoutoseeme

firstbeforeanyoneelse"

Ismiledthroughtheyearsandrushedtohim,I

huggedhim tightlyhefellbackonhis

wheelchair



Me:"I'm sorry"

Sfiso:"It'sokay...comehere"

Isatonhislap,hebabykissedmeandhugged

metightagain.Iclosedmyeyes,takingitallin.

Asmyeyeswereclosed,Isawhim...Simbongile,

sittingwithaveryoldwomantheywerebusy

rubbingSfiso'slegs.

"Gogopleasemakedadwalkagain,please"

Simbongilesaidtotheoldlady.

"Don'tworrychild,hewillwalkagain.Yousee

withtheseleavesoftheMorulatreeeverything

willbefine.Allwewantedwasforhim toask

forforgiveness.HemustthankthatMkhizegirl"



Iquicklyopenedmyeyesandlefttheembrace.

Sfiso:"Yougood?"

Me:"Ummm...yeah"

Inodded,Icouldn'tbelievewhatIjustsaw.

Igotupfrom him.

Me:"Icooked,areyouhungry?"

Helovesmycookingalot.

Sfiso:"Ofcoursebaby"



Iwenttothekitchen,dishedupforhim and

wentback.

Sfiso:"Thankyou,itsmellsgood"

Me:"Hopeittastesgoodtoo"

Hestartedeating,IjuststaredattheTVwith

mymindrunningwild.

Thatboyispowerful,soitmeanshehelped

Sfiso?Wow!!!Heisreallyspecial.

I'vehelpedalotofpeople,connectedwith

differentancestorsandseenalotofthingsbut

I'venevercomeacrosssuchsituation.Heis

surroundedbyelderlypeople,heisguardedand

protected.



Sfiso:"Baby"

Icamebackfrom theworldofthoughts.

Me:"Mmm?Youdoneeating?"

Sfiso:"BabyI'vebeencallingyourname,please

talktome,isitaboutSimbongile?"

Isighed,thisformeisalsoconfusingbutthe

understandingIhaveisenough,Ihavetotell

him.

Me:"WheredoIevenbegin?"

Sfiso:"From thebeginning?"



Me:"Okaythensoyoursonhasagift,aspiritual

gift.Heseesthingsandtalktopeople"

Sfiso:"What?Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Heistheonethathelpedyouwalkagain"

Sfiso:"Isn'tthatyoutheonewhohelpedme?"

Me:"Ididinaway,mecomingintoyourlifewas

withareason,Ihelpedyoubypersuadingyouto

askforforgiveness,thewaterIkeptongiving

youalsohelpedinmakingsurethatyourlegs

remainstableandthenwithSimbongile,he

askedtheancestorstomakeyouwalkagain

andhereyouarehealing"



Hesighed,Icouldtellhewasconfused.

Sfiso:"Soyoumeantosayhetalkstothe

ancestors?DoesOyiknowthis?"

Me:"Heisstillyoung,hedoesseethingsand

hearthings.Hecanseethefutureforexample

heknewaboutthetwinsyourexwifewas

carryingbeforeyouandherfoundout,hesaw

thefireofyourbuildingbeforeitcouldappear,

hesawyouraccident.Hejustdoesn'tknow

what'shappening,intermsofcommunicating

withtheancestors,fornowbecauseheisstill

young,hecommunicatesthem throughhis

emotions.Whenheishurttheyfeelitandthey

dealwithsomeonewhohurthim,whenheis

happytheyshinelightuponandblessthe

personwhomakeshim happy,whenhewants



somethingsobadtheymakeithappensothis

meanshereallywantedyoutowalkagain,

althoughhedidn'tsayitwithhisownmouthbut

becausehewasevenfeelingittheymadeit

happen.ThatchildisguardedSfiso,noteven

thestrongestwitchcanbewitchhim"

Hewentquiet,it'slikehewasdigestingthe

wholething,hewantedittosinkin.

Ijustlethim beandallowedhim totakeitallin.

Sfiso:"WowI....wow"

That'sallhemanagedtosay.

[Oyintando]



Mveloishere,Icalledhim andtoldhim about

thelobolaissue.

Mvelo:"IcalleduncleThomas,hesaidhewould

telltheothers.Healsoaskedthatyoucallhim

aswell"

Me:"Okaythanksbigbro,I'llcallhim"

WewerenowwaitingforThokozani,apparently

Mvelowantedtotalktohim.

Minuteslaterthebuzzerwentoff,Iopenedthe

dooranditwasmyeversosexyman,hewas

wearingablacktuxwhichsuitedhim perfectly.

Me:"Baba"



Thokozani:"Sthandwasam"

Hekissedme,Imovedsohecouldcomein.

Thokozani:"ShoMfethu"

HegreetedMvelo,theyhavemetbeforethat's

whyuncleTKissorelaxed.

Mvelo:"Exe...fede?"

Thokozani:"Haiiifokolsbale"

Iwenttopourthem drinksandwentbackto

givethem,Ifoundthem laughing.



Mvelo:"Thankyou"

IsatdownbutMvelolookedatmelikeI'vejust

donethemostcraziestthingever.

Me:"What?"

Iaskedshruggingmyshoulders.

Mvelo:"Wewouldliketotalk...gofind

somethingtodo"

IfrownedandaskedwhybutThokozanisaid...

Thokozani:"Wearetalkingasmenbaby"



Irolledmyeyesandleftthem there,Iwashed

thedishesandcleanedupmykitchen.

...............

HourslaterMvelowasgone,Thokozaniwas

sittingonthecarpetplayingmonopolywiththe

kids.Thenoisetheyweremaking!!!

Simbongile:"StraighttojailuncleTK"

Me:"Baby?"

Helookedupatme.

Me:"Canwegotalk?"



Sbani:"Haaaamama,whywoulddothat?We

arestillplaying"

Me:"Hewillcomebackprincess"

Thokozanigotup,wewenttomyroom leaving

thekidsplaying.

Assoonaswegotin....

Me:"And?"

Thokozani:"Andwhat?"

Me:"Don'tactsmartwithme"



Helaughedandpulledmeinforakiss,heheld

mywaistandkissedthelivinglightsofme.

Thokozani:"UsexykanjanmawuzenzaiBoss"

(Youaresosexywhenyouactlikeaboss)

Me:"Babyman"

Thokozani:"Okaywesetthedatefornextweek

Saturday,hesaidhewouldcallyourunclesand

letthem know,wealsotalkedaboutmenstuff

thatdon'tconcernyou"

Me:"Okaythen"

Wesatonthebed,talkingandlaughing



forgettingthatwepromisedthekidsthathe

wouldbeback.

Me:"Andheyawns"

Thokozani:"I'm sotiredandsleepy"

Me:"Aren'tyoualways?"

Thokozani:"IthinkI'm overworkingmyself,I

needsometimeout"

Me:"Yeah...takeoffthatsuitandsleep"

Heyawnedagainandtookoffhissuit,hegot

insidethecoversonlyinhisbriefsandvest.



Thokozani:"Aren'tyougonnacomeandcuddle

me?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"No!!I'm goingtocook,I'lltellthekidsyou

notfeelingwell"

Thokozani:"Mxm fine"

Ismiledandlefttheroom.

.....................

It'sMorningalready,Thokozanisleptthewhole

nightwithouteveneatingandheisstillsleeping.

Whatworriesmenowisthatheissweating.



Ishookhim alittle.

Me:"Baby"

Heslowlyopenedhiseyes.

Thokozani:"Baby"

Me:"Youaresweating,areyouokay?"

Ifelthistemperatureanditwashigh.

Thokozani:"IthinkI'm comingdownwithflu,I'm

notfeelingwell"



Me:"Let'sgoseeadoctor"

Thokozani:"Hellnobaby,cabangasengiya

kwaDokotelangencayomkhuhlane"(Imagine

megoingtothedoctorbecauseofflu)

Mxm I'm innomoodtoarguewithhim,Ijust

stoodup.

Me:"Youdidn'teatlastnight,letmegomake

youbreakfast"

Thokozani:"Canyoupleasegivemeyesterday's

foodifit'sstillavailable"

Inoddedandwenttothekitchen,Ihaddished

upforhim yesterdayandputonthemicrowave



soIjustwarmeditup,tookaglassofwaterand

wenttogivehim.

Thokozani:"Thankyoumama"

Heateonespoonandallofsuddengotupfrom

thebed,ashewasrunningtothebathroom he

didn'tevengetthere,hevomitedonthefloor.

Me:"That'sit!!!I'm drivingyoutotheDoctor,

pleasetakeashower"

Iwenttotakeabucketandmop,whenIcame

backhewasstillsittingonthebed.

Thokozani:"BabyI'llbefine,Idon'tneeda

doctor"



Istoppedmoppingandlookedathim.

Me:"Thokozanireadmylips!!!

I...don't...wanna...hear...it!!Wearegoingtothe

doctor"

Thokozani:"ButI...."

Me:"Youhaveyourgreytracksuithere,please

hurryandshower,wehavetogo"

Hegotupdefeatedandheadedtothe

bathroom toshower.

#Unedited

#BAHWWMP



Sorryforthelatepostguys,myphoneisatit

again.

Insert46.

[Oyintando]

Iwokeupveryearly,Ihonestlycouldn'tsleep.

I'vebeenmarriedbefore,I'vebeendownthis

roadbeforebuttodayisdifferentIdon'tknow

howtoexplainthedifferenceI'm talkingabout

butit'sjustdifferent.IguessbecauseI'm now

olderthanIwasthattimeandI'm nowamother.

EverydecisionImakeIhavetobeextracareful

soastonotaffectmykidsinthelongrun,

howeverI'veneverbeensoexcitedtoget

married,I'm bothexcitedandnervousbut

honestlythenervescloudtheexcitement.



Celeste:"Relaxwillyou?Allwillbewell"

WellCelesteandIhaveformedaverybeautiful

friendship,allthefriendsIhadwhileIwas

marriedtoSfisodisappearedrightafterour

divorce,theyneverevencaredtocheckhowI

wasandIbelievethatwasGodshowingme

whattheyreallymeanwhentheysayFRIENDS

AINTSHIT!!I'm jokingbutyahsomefriends

ain'tshitforreal.

"Umabefikakinibezok'celantombazana

Wovuma....

Bayeza....omalume

Bayeza"



Thatwaspretentiousauntwalkinginsinging

thatBongoMuffinsong.Ijustsmiledand

huggedher.

Lindiwe:"Ohhmybabycongratulations"

IfIcouldIwouldrollmyeyesrightnowbutthen

again....

Me:"Thanksauntie,thanksforcoming"

Lindiwe:"Hawulala,don'tthankme...Iwouldn't

missthisdayforanythingintheworld,youare

mybrother'schildafterall"

Am gladyourememberthat....mxm.



Me:"Yeah,howarethekids"

Lindiwe:"Theyareallgood...wejustmissyou,

anivakashiweOyintando"

Myphonerang,savingmefrom theshedevil....I

smiled.

Me:"Baba"

Thokozani:"Imissyousomuchbaby..."

Ilaughed,Ihaven'tspokentothisguytoday

untilnowandhedoesn'tgreetmehejustcuts

straighttothechase.

Me:"I'm nervous...kantiwhereareyouruncles?"



Helaughed.

Thokozani:"Mydadcalledtosayyouguysare

notopeningthegate,apparentlythey'vebeen

shoutingwithnoresponse"

Ohhkonjethishouseisdisabled,Ican'thear

what'shappeningoutsidewhenI'm inthisroom,

norcanIseeatthegatebecausethisroom is

farfrom it.

Me:"Ohhhsotheyarehere?"

Thokozani:"Yeah...they'vebeenforquitesome

time"



Thentherewassilence.

Thokozani:"Mama"

Me:"Babe"

Thokozani:"Iloveyousomuchokay?"

AndthenImelt,healwaystellsmehelovesme

buttodayitsoundsdeep,itsoundsveryvery

verygenuineanddeep.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Thokozani:"OkayI'llseeyouinafewhoursmy

love,dadsaysthey'veopenedupforthem.He

justSMSedmeontheotherphone"



Me:"WhuuuuI'm nervous...okaybye"

IhungasBulelwamycousinandLondekamade

theirwayin.

Buli:"Wowyoulookinggoodkotiza"

Ismiledandthankedher,wellapparentlysince

Londekaismarriedshecan'tgointothelounge

withus,it'llbeBuliandCelestecomingwithme.

.................

2hourspassedwithnoupdatewhatsoever.

Iwasnowgettingallsweatyandemotional

becauseItextedThokozaniheisnotreplying.



Celeste:"Okayhere,drinksomewater"

Ithinkshecouldalsoseethattherewastrouble.

Igulpeddowntheglassofwater,mypalms

wereverysweaty,Iwantedtocry.

Londekacamein.

Me:"Didyouhearanything?"

Ndeka:"Iwaspreparingsomefoodforyour

peoplebutAuntSbongilecameandsaidshe

wascalledin,theyweredisagreeingoncertain

thingssotheytookabreaktogotalk"

Shethencameandhuggedmeastears



streameddown.

Ndeka:"ComeonOyi,don'tcry...thesethings

happenbuttheydon'tmeananything"

[Thokozani]

Iwassittinginahotelroom withMkhuseliand

ourfriendsbutinallhonestyIwasjustnot

feelingokay,OyiandIdidgotothedoctorthe

otherdaybutapparentlyitwasjustacold,wellI

dofeelbetterthanthatdaybutsomethingisa

bitoffaboutmybody,I'm alwaystiredand

readytosleep.

Sbu:"EyyyNdodavuka!!"(Wakeupman)



Istoodupandwenttothebalcony.

Mydadcalledalmostimmedietely.

Me:"Baba...kuhambakanjan?"(Dad...how'sit

going?)

HesighedandatthatmomentIknew

somethingwaswrong.

Me:"Dad"

Dad:"Theyaredemandingalotofmoney

Thokozaniandyourunclesaredisagreeing,I

wantedtogivethem whattheywantbutyou

knowMqapheli,hestartedmentioningalotof

thingssotheyaskedustoleaveandcomeback



whenwearereadytoactlikeadults"

IhungupandcalleduncleMqapheli,hemust

notdrivemecrazy.

Heanswered.

Him:"Mshana"

Me:"LalelakeNdoda....youwillgobackinside

andfirstaskforforgivenessforbehavinglikea

highschoolkidandthenyouwillgivethem

whattheywant,pleasedon'tstressmeout

Malume...please"

Ihungup,heknowsnottomesswithme.

Icalledmywoman,shemustbedevastated.



Her:"Hello"

Wow,shesoundsverysad.

Me:"BabyIfixedit,pleasedon'tcry"

ShewasnotcryingrightnowbutIknowshewill

ifshedidn'tcryalready.

Oyi:"Okay"

Isighed.

Me:"Baby"



Oyi:"Mmm"

Me:"IloveyouandyouandIwillgetmarried

againstallodds,Ifixedthelittle

misunderstandingthathadoccured"

Oyi:"Okaybabathankyou"

Ismiledtomyself,IlovethiswomanandifI

havetosellmycompaniesjusttobewithher

thensobeit.

Oyi:"Didyoueat?"

AllthemorereasonwhyIam marryingher,she

takesagoodcareofme.



Me:"NoI'lleatwhen...."

Oyi:"GoeatrightnowThokozani,youknowyou

aresickandI'llknowwhenyouhaveeatenand

whenyouhaven't"

Ichuckled,thisonebossesmearound.

Me:"OkayI'llvideocallyouwhenI'm eating"

Oyi:"Good...lookbabyIhavetogo,myauntjust

walkedin"

Me:"Okayngyak'thanda"(Iloveyou)

Me:"Uthandwayini"(Youarelovedbyme)



Shehungup,Iwentbacktotheguysandtook

myfood,Iatewhileconversingwiththeguys.

•••Narrated•••

Oyintandoandthegirlswenttothelounge

wherethenegotiationswereheld.

Asperlobolaproceduretheyhadtopicktheir

brideamongstthethreeladiesandMrDlamini

didn'twantanymistake,hequicklypickedher.

UncleThomas:"Mshana,doyouknowthese

people?"

WhilelookingdownOyiagreedtoknowingthen

andsotheywereexcused.



[Sfiso]

TodaymydadandIaretravellingtoMbumbulu,

that'saplaceinwhichIgothelpfrom andmy

dadsaythemansaidweshouldcomebackto

payhim onceI'vehealedandImusthereally

knowshisjob.

Asweredrivingandtalkingmydad'sphone

rang.

Dad:"It'sOyi'suncle"

Ifrownedinconfusionasheanswered.

Theyspokeforsometime.



Dad:"OkayweshalltalkcauserightnowI'm

driving"

Hesaidgoodbyeandhungup.

Me:"Whatwashesaying?"

Dad:"TodaytheyreceivedlobolaforOyintando

sotheywanttocomeandreturnthelobolawe

paid,thatistradition.Wehavetoperform a

ceremonyandlettheancestorsknowthatshe

isnolongeraKunene,andacceptourlobola"

Inoddedandsilencefilledthecar.

Wefinallyarrivedtothisplaceandassoonas



wegotoffthecar,ayoungmanapprochedus,I

wasstillonmywheelchairbecausemybalance

wasnotyetstrong.

#Unedited

Tobecontinued
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Insert47.

[Sfiso]

Aftersprinklinguswithwatertheyoungman

allowedusin,mydadwaspushingme.

Assoonaswegottothesmallrondavel



Youngman:"Takeoffyourshoesbeforeyougo

in,don'tknock"

Wedidashesaidandwentinside,itwasdark

butwecouldseethegrassmatthatwehadto

sitonandwecouldseeeachotherabit.

Ihaveseencreepyplacesbeforebutthisone

takethetrophy,it'sthemostcreepiestplaces

I'veeverseenandbeento.It'sthoseplacesthat

getsyourhairtostandandgivesyougoose

bumps,IcanfeelheavypresentsofpeoplebutI

can'tseethem.Ilookedatdadtoseeifheisas

spookedasIam butnahhewasokayIguess

becausehefeltthisthefirsttimewhenwe

came,Iwasdeadalive.

Dad:"Sawubonababa"(Greetings)



Hedidn'tgreetback,hechantedandgrunted.

Him:"Mfanangaphambikokuthingichubekele

phambilingicelaubekelokhuesazwana

ngakhophansi"(BoybeforeIcanevengo

further,pleaseputwhatwehadagreedondown)

Wazwananami?(Heagreedwithme)Seenow

I'm notfollowingandbesidesifheisreferring

tothemoney,howmuchisitthen?Whyishe

notcallingitmoneyandsaytheprice?

Him:"Angiyenausomabhizinisi,angibiziimali

ngemali,akuyonaeyam kodwa

eyabaphansi...kuyomelenomayinionakho

ukubabongangobausupholile"(I'm nota

businessman,Idon'tcallmoneybyname.It's

notmineitbelongstotheancestors,youjust

havetotakeoutanyamountyouhave)



WowsoheknowswhatI'm thinking?

Itookoutthemoneyfrom mypocket,it

amountedtoR2000.Iputitonthegrassmat.

Hechantedandgrunted,hethenpoured

somethingonthemoneyandsaidsomethings

Icouldn'thearproperlynorunderstand.

Him:"Indodanayakho"(Yourson)

Hesaidlookingatme.

Him:"Iphiweleyangane,ngishonam ngyaziwa

esgodininakwezinyeizindawoukuthi

ngiyinyangaenamandlakodwaanginasoisipho



esifananesenganeyakho.Usuyaziukuthi

ngikhulumangani,angishouyitholileincazelo?"

(Thatchildisgifted,Iam knowninthisvillage

andotherplacesthatI'm thepowerful

traditionalhealerbutImyselfam notasgifted

asyourson.YoualreadyknowwhatI'm talking

about,yougottheexplainationright?)

Me:"Yebobaba"(Yes)

Mydadlookedconfusedandsolost,helooked

atmeexpectinganswers.

Him:"Kukodwaengizokutshelakhona,ukube

akuyonaleyanganekubewenawashona,

iphethweamadloziamakhulukabifuthi

anamandla,umanjeungaphindauyicasule

kuyophelangawe.Leyanganeiyosizaabantu

abaningikabi,abasukaezindaweniezihluka



hlukene"(There'sonethingIwilltellyou,Ifit

wasn'tforthatchildyou'dbedead.Hehasgreat

andmostpowerfulancestors.Ifyoudareanger

him again,it'llbeoverforyou.Thatchildis

goingtohelpmanypeople,peoplefrom

differentplaces)

Thisissosurreal,itissounbelievable.I'm still

tryingtodigestit.

Him:"BesekubekhonauMaMkhize,kuzomele

umshade.Umphiwengabaphansibakini

nebakubo,uphetheiziphozakhoezinhlekabi

kodwawazewazamaukumoshafuthiwadlala

ngaye,kuyobhidlikakonke,uzohlanya

nokuhlanya"(Thenthere'sMaMkhize,youhave

tomarryher.Shewasgiventoyoubyyour

acestorsandhers,shehasyourbeautifulgifts

inherhandsandifyoumessupandtoywith



her,itwillallcomecrumblingdownandyouare

goingtogocrazy)

IwassoshockedbutIdon'tmindmarryingSne,

shehasmyheart.

Helookedatmydad,hedidsomegrowling

soundslikeananimalandthenshookhishead,

hewasburpingnonestop.

Him:"Akusekhoengingakwenza,iskhathi

sihambile"(There'snothingIcando,timehas

goneby)

Dad:"Ukhulumanganibaba"(Whatareyou

talkingabout)



Him:"Isikudlileyakucedangaphakathi,

lezinhlunguohlalaukhulumangazo...yingoba

uyadliwangaphakathi,unkosikaziwakho

ukufakeleushefuekudlenikwakho,futhi

akusekhoengingakwenzaukukusiza"(Ithas

eatenyouupandfinishedyouinside,yourwife

putpoisoninyourfoodandthere'snothingI

candotohelpyou)

What?No!!!!Mom can'tkilldad,howcanshe?

Dad:"Please...pleasehelpme"

Heshookhishead.

Him:"Kuphelile"(It'sover)



Mytearsfell,Ican'tlosemydad.Something

canbedonesurelytohelphim,Iknewmom

wascruelbutthisistoomuch.

Hetoldmetopackmybelongingsandgoback

tomyhousebecausesheisnowlookingtokill

me,allinthenameofmoney,sheknowsmy

moneyisnolongerthatmuchandI'm looking

touseittorebuildmyself.I'vealwaystaken

careofher,dadalwayslovedandtookcareof

her,whyisshedoingthis?

Aftersometimeweleft,dadwassodefeated

andveryheartbroken.Hecan'tdie,nohecan't.

[Thokozani]

RightafterIreceivedthecallthateverything



wentwell,IdrovetothelocationwhereOyi's

homeis.

Iparkedfewhousesawayandcalledher,I

couldmydadandunclesdrinkingalcoholand

eatingfrom afar.

Itookoutthephoneandcalledher.

Oyi:"Mylove"

Me:"Sthandwasam,pleasecomeoutside.I'm

parkedthreehousesawayfrom yourhome"

Shegiggled.

Oyi:"I'm kindabusybaby"

Me:"Sneakouthawu,themanmissesyou"



Shelaughedandhungup,fewminuteslaterI

sawherapproaching.

IopenedthedoorforherwhileIwasinsidethe

car.

Assoonasshegotinandclosedthedoor,I

attackedherwithakiss.

SheblushedassoonasIendedit.

Oyi:"Someonemissedme"

Me:"Youhavenoideababy...youlooklovely"

Shesmiledandthankedme,shewaswearinga

bluetraditionallyprinteddressandamatching



doek.

Me:"Soyouaremywifetraditionallyspeaking,

MrsDlamini"

Ismiledatthesoundofthat,Ilovehersoso

much.

Oyi:"Yeahanditfeelssogood"

Me:"Kissme"

Shecameandkissed,Sibalikhulustoodup

instantly.

Itookherhandandputonmyd***ksoshe

couldfeelhowhardIwas.



Hereyesweresmallandred,Iknewforsure

thatshewasalsowhereIwas.

Shesmiledandopenedmyzip.Ilookedather

asshetookitallout.

Me:"Baby"

Shestartedbylickingthetip,shemadesureto

swirlhertonguearoundandthatgotmegoing

insane.

Iclosedmyeyesasshestartedtakingmeallin,

shewasevengagging.

Shewentonaboutitforawhileandwithouta

warningIshotallmyc**insidehermouth,she



swallowedandlookedverypleasedwithherself.

Me:"F**kbabythatwas....damn!!!!!"

Shesmiled,Ipulledmyselftogetheranddrove

off,

Shelaughed.

Oyi:"Haibobabystopthecar,whereareyou

takingme?"

Ibrushedherthigh,Ihadliftedherdressup.

Me:"Iwantwhat'smineandIcan'treallyhaveit

herenowcanIMrsDlamini?"



Shesmiledandlookedoutsidethewindow.

Idrovesilentlytillwegottothehotel.

OnourwayinwebumpedintoMkhuselibutI

pickedOyiupbridalstylehecouldtalkbecause

Iknowhim,Irushedtomyhotelroom.

Icouldhearhim laughbutIdidn'tcare.

••••Removed••••

[Oyintando]

MyphonerangasIwasinThokozani'sarms,I

checkedanditwasLondeka.



Ianswered.

Me:"Heysis"

Ndeka:"Usunyamalalewayaphikeh?"(Where

haveyoudisappearedto?)

Ilaughedandshejoinedin.Iguessshealready

knowstheanswertoherquestion.

Me:"I'llcomebacklaterguys,I'm stillresting

andbondingwithmymanaswell"

Ndeka:"Okaysharpmkakhe"(Hiswife)



Ilaughedandhungup.

IfoundThokozanilookingatme,something

deepwaswritteninhiseyes,hewasstaring

actually.

Me:"Youarestaring"

Thokozani:"I'veneverlovedapersonthis

way...itscaresmebaby"

Me:"Whydoesitscareyou?"

Thokozani:"BecausemaybeonedayI'm gonna

wakeandbetoldthatitwasalladream oreven

worsewhatifyouleaveme?"



Icouldseeworryinhisface,itwasrealconcern.

Me:"Nobaby...I'dnevereverleaveyou,notina

millionyears"

Hesighedandkissedmyforeheadthepulled

metohischest.

Thokozani:"Canyouhearmyheartbeating?"

Me:"Yeah"

Thokozani:"Itwillliterallystopifyouleaveme,I

am goingtodieIsweartoGod"

Me:"Thenitmeanyounotgonnadiebecause

I'm notgoinganywhere"



Thokozani:"IthiMxiiistru"

Ilaughedharder,mxm whostillsaythat?He

laughedaswell.

Me:"ButforrealbabyIpromiseI'm heretostay,

unlessofcourseyougiveareasontoleave"

Thokozani:"I'dneverdoanythingtomakeyou

leaveme"

Inoddedandkissedhisbarechest.

Mystomachgrowled,I'm onlyrealisingnow

thatIdidn'teatsincemorningbecauseofthe

nerves.



Thokozani:"Someoneishungry...let'scallroom

service"

Hedidandwelaidlikethatwaiting.

Ourfoodcameandweatewhilestillinbed,

feedingeachotherandkissinghereandthere.

Thokozani:"Sowhenarewegettingmarried?"

Me:"Idon'tknow?"

Thokozani:"Okay...justknowthatwhenyou

plantheweddingIwantyoutohaveeverything

youdesire,there'snobudget"

Ismiled.



Me:"Youcan'tsaythattoawoman"

Helaughed.

Thokozani:"WellIjustdid,she'snotjustany

woman,she'stherulerofmyheart"

Wesilentlylookedateachother,Heavenly

fatherthankyousomuchforthisman.Ilove

him.

#Unedited

#BAHWWMP

Myphoneisbackatitguys,batterydoesa

countdownsoI'llpostanydaybecausesome



daysaretheworstwhilesomearebetter.So

justknowifwegodaywithoutaninsertorifit's

short,it'sbecauseofthephone.

Theremovedwillbepostedduringthedayon

STORIESBYLERATOMALINGA

•••Snippet•••

[Amonthlater]

Sfiso'sfatherwassick,verysickandbedridden.

Sfisotriedtakinghim tohospitalbutherefused,

Snealsotriedhelpinghim inherownwaybutit

wasrevealedtoherthatnoonecanandwill

helphim,hehadstarteddevelopingsoresall

overhisbody.

MrsK:"Babayouneedtoeat"



Shehadabowlofporridgewithher,tryingto

feedherhusband.

Sfiso:"Ma!!!Stopitokay?Webothknowthat

youdidthistohim,webothknowyouarethe

reasonbehindthis,Ihateyou!!!!"

ShelookedatSfisoandsighed.

MrsK:"Kahlewengane,I'm stillyourmother"

Sfiso'sfathercoughed,hecoughedupblood.

Him:"Sfiso...ndodanapleasebringallmy

grandchildrenbeforethesunsets,allofthem"

Sfiso'stearsdropped,hewashopingthatit's



notthedayhehasbeendreadingsincehis

fathergotsick.

Henoddedandleft.

#ComingUpLaterToday

Insert48.

•••Amonthlater•••

[Oyintando]

"Babycalm downwillyou?"

Ilookedathim,thisguyhasanervetotellme

tocalm down!!!Iam nervous,Ican'thelpit.

Heheldmyhand,Ilookedoutthewindow.



Thisdriveisalsotakingforever.

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam"

Ilookedathim.

Thokozani:"Wearehere"

Ishookmyhead,Idon'twantto.Whatif

I'm....ohmyGod.

Helookedatmewithbeggingeyes.

Me:"Don'tgivemethatlook"

HeknowsImeltwheneverhelooksatmewith



puppyeyes.

Thokozani:"Ngyacelamama"(I'm beggingyou)

Hewipedoffmytears.I'm anemotionalwreck,

I'vebeenlikethisforquitesometimeand

LondiwebelievesIcouldbepregnant,Ihave

businessestorunanditjustgotbusy,Ireally

can'taffordtobepregnant.YesIdowantmore

babiesandmoreoverIdowanttohavebabies

withThokozanibutcanitnotbenow?

Me:"Fine"

Wegotoffthecar,heheldmyhandaswe

walkedin.WeareheretoseetheDoctor,we

wannaconfirm ifwereallyarepregnantornot.



Thokozani:"Goodday,wemadean

appointmenttoseeDrSteenkamp"

Lady:"Gooddaysir...ma'am,Yournameplease"

Thokozani:"OyintandoM...."

Lady:"Gotit...youwillgoinwhentheperson

whoisincomesout"

Shesmiled,shehasaverybeautifulsmileand

whyexactlyissheflashingittomyman?

Me:"Thankyou"

IkeptastraightfaceandpulledThokozanito

thebenches.Hechuckledandkissedmyhand



aswesatdown.

Thokozani:"Iloveyou...Iloveyouevenmore

whenyougetjealous."

Hewhisperedinmyear.

Ismiledandsaid"Mxm"

Rightafterthepersonwhowasinexited,they

calledusin.

Dr:"Goodday...pleasetakeasit"

Shealsohadthiscontagioussmile,Ismiled

backbutatthebackofmymindI'm thinking

"PLEASECANINOTBEPREGNANT"



WegreetedbackandsatdownthenThokozani

introducedus.

Dr:"Alright...howcanIbeofhelptoday?"

Thokozani:"Wethinkwearepregnantsowe

wouldliketoconfirm oursuspicions"

Shesmiledandnodded,Icouldtellshewanted

metosaysomethingbutwhatcanIsay

becausethespokespersonhasspoken.

Dr:"Whatmakesyouthinkyoucouldbe

pregnant?"

Thokozani:"Mywifehereisalwayscrying,even

forthelittlestthings,sheisalwayshungry



and...."

Me:"Andnothing,heislying.Thingisheis

alwayssick,tiredandsleepy.Honestlywhostill

thinksthosearesignsofpregnancy,Ithinkhe

isjustoverworkinghimselfandheneedsto

rest"

Dr:"Whenlastdidyouhaveyourperiod?"

Ithoughtforawhile.

Me:"Aboutamonthago"

Dr:"Andthismonth?Youdorealisethatweare

2daystoendofthemonthright?"



Isighedandnoddedwhilebigheadherewas

smilingandprobablyprayingthatIactuallyam

pregnant.

Dr:"Okay...let'stestandseeifyoursuspicions

aretrueornot"

Shehandedmetheplasticcupandinstructed

metogopeeonit,Itookitandleftandfew

minuteslaterIcamebackandhandedittoher.

Shedippedthestickinsideandwaited.

Thokozanikeptonsqueezingmyhand.

Dr:"And....whatdowehavehere?

Congratulationsyouguysareindeedpregnant"



IlookedatThokozani,hehadaveryhugegrin.

Hepulledmecloserandkissedmealloverthe

face.Icouldn'thelpbutsmile,hishappiness

alwaysrubsoffonme.

Me:"WowI....wow"

Thokozani:"Itoldyoubaby...Docisitpossible

toseehowfararewe?"

Ialmostrolledmyeyes,whatdoeshemeanhe

toldme?BecauseLondekaistheonewhotold

us.

Dr:"Ofcoursewecan,Ijustneedyoutolieon

thatbedandliftupyourt-shirt."



Iwentandlaidonthebed,shesmeeredthegel

onmytummy.

Dr:"Okay....thatisyourlittleone,still

developing...youare6weekspregnant,whichis

amonthandtwoweeks"

IlookedatThokozani,hewasconcentratingon

thescreen.Disbeliefandawholelotoflove

writtenonhisface,helookedatmethentook

myhandandkissedit.

Thokozani:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"



Thedoctorsmile,Iguessbecauseofour

confessiontoeachother.

Hehelpedmewipeoffthegel,Idressedup

properly.

Dr:"Pleasecomebackforyourfirst

appointmentintwoweeks,youwillbe8weeks

pregnantbythen,howeverIwillprescribe

supplementsthatyoushouldgobuy"

Inodded,shewrotedowntheprescriptionand

thenextappointmentletter,wethenleft.

Assoonaswegottothecar,Thokozanipulled

meandsqueezedmesotightintoahug.

Me:"Ouchhhhh"



Thokozani:"I'm goingtobeafather,Ican't

believethisbaby,Ireallycan't"

Hekissedme,Ismiledandshookmyhead.I've

neverseenhim sohappy.

Me:"Let'sgo,I'm hungry"

Thokozani:"Okaylet'sgothen"

Andjustlikethatweleft,alongthewayhekept

ontellingmeaboutbabynames,thenursery,

howitshouldbeaboybecauseSimbongileis

theonlyboyamongstgirlandblahblahblah.

#Unedited



#BAHWWMP

Insert48

Continuation.

•••Narrated•••

Sfiso'sfatherwassick,verysickandbedridden.

Sfisotriedtakinghim tothehospitalbuthe

refused,Snealsotriedhelpinghim inherown

waybutitwasrevealedtoherthatnoonecan

andwillhelphim.Hehadstarteddeveloping

soresalloverhisbody.

MrsK:"Babayouneedtoeat"

Shehadabowlofporridge,tryingtofeedher

husband.



Sfiso:"Ma!!!"Stopitokay?Webothknowthat

youdidthistohim,webothknowyouarethe

reasonbehindthis,Ihateyou!!!!"

ShelookedatSfisoandsighed.

MrsK:"Kahlewengane!!!I'm stillyourmother"

Sfiso'sfathercoughed,hecoughedupblood.

MrK:"Sfiso.....Ndodana,pleasebringmy

grandchildrenbeforethesunsets,allofthem"

Sfiso'stearsdropped,hewashopingit'snotthe

daythathewasdreadingsincehisfatherfell

sick.



Henoddedandleft.

[Sfiso]

Irefusetobelievethatmydadcouldbedying,

I'm notreadytogothroughthatpainandquite

franklyI'm justnotreadytoleavewithouthim.It

stillbeatsmeastowhymymom woulddothis,

dadlovedher,hetookcareofherandthisis

whatshedoes?

WhatIhatemoreisthatsheisnoteven

ashamed,shelivesherlifelikeanynormalday,

likeshedidn'tdoanything.

IwipedoffmytearsasIwasdrivingand

listeningtoRebbecaMalope-Isikhalo.

Ican'trememberthelasttimeIprayednor

listenedtoGospelmusicbutrightnowatthis



verymomentIfeellikethissongistheone

makingsense.

IcalledSimiandtoldhertobringSamiasitis

veryimportantandluckilysheagreed.Ithen

drovetoOyi'splace,parkedoutsideandcalled

her.

Oyi:"Sfisohy"

Me:"HeyI'm outside,sorryfornotcallingfirst

beforecoming,canyoupleasecomeout?"

Shehungupandminuteslatershearrived.

Oyi:"Hey...youokay?Youlook...notsogood"



Isighed.

Me:"Dadissick,verysick.Hehasbeenforthe

pastfewweeksandthere'snohope,sohe

askedtoseethekidstodaybeforethesunsets

hencewhyI'm here"

Oyi:"OhmyGodSfisoI'm sosorry,Ireallyam.

I'llgocallthekids"

Me:"Thankyou"

Sheleftandaftersometimemythree

musketeerscamewalkinghandinhand,they

greetedmeandwentinsidethecar.

I'm sodeadinsideIcan'tevenhugandbejolly

withmykids,theycanevenseeandsenseit.



Oyi:"Iwishhim aspeedyrecovery,pleasesend

mylovetohim.I'llputhim inmyprayers"

Me:"Thankyou"

Igottothecaranddroveoff,assoonaswegot

home,Isawcarsparkingoutside.

PeoplegoinginandoutandIknew,Ijustknew

that...Dad!!!!!!!

IsawSimiapproachingmycar,shehadSami

withher.

Simi:"Sfiso....yourdad...he..."

Ireversedthecarthatverymomentanddrove



off.

Howcanhejustdie?Hewantedtoseethekids

sowhydidn'thewait?DidItakelong?

Myphonestartedringing,Itwasmyuncle.

Iignoredthecall.

Mykidswereprobablysurprisedastowhat's

happening.

Myphonebeeped.

"Sfisoyourdadpassedaway,youneedtocome

home"

#Unedited

#BAHWWMP



Someoneaskedmetosharemybankingdetails

so...I'm usingCapitecaccnois1604473701or

youcaneWalleton0628332549...thank

you♥♥

Insert49.

[Sfiso]

Thisfeelssounreal,it'slikeI'm havingabad

dream andsomeonewillsomehowwakemeup

totellmeI'm dreaming.

I'vebeenparkedonthesideoftheroadwithmy

kidsandhonestlyIdon'tevenknowwhattotell

them.

Olu:"Dadwhat'shappening?"



Simbongile:"Mkhulupassedawayandhewants

ustobetherebeforethemortuarypeoplecome

totakehim"

Ifrownedandlookedathim,howdid...soit's

true?Thisgiftofhis?

Olu:"Simbongile!!HowcouldyousayMkhulu

haspassedon?"

Isighedandlookedatthem,howIwishtobe

Sbanirightnow.Sheiscarefree,justplaying

withherdoll.

Me:"It's...it'strue.Mkhulupassedonandthe

reasonwhyIfetchedyouisbecauseheasked

metobringyou"



Olu:"OhmyGod!!!What...whathappened

daddy?"

Me:"Hewassick"

Tearsmadedownherface,Icouldseehow

painedsheis.Dadlovedherandshelovedhim

too,theyhadaverystrongbond.

Me:"I'm sorrybaby"

Simbongile:"Let'sgodaddy"

Istartedthecaranddrovehome.AssoonasI

gotthere,thecarshadincreasedinnumbers

from whenIdroveoff.Islowlygotoffand



openedthedoorforthekidstogetoff.

Weslowlywalkedinandtherewerepeople

singing,mymom wasalreadyseatedonthe

mattress.Ilookedatherandfelthatebrewing,

shekilledhim.

Nowsheissittingherecrying,pretendingtobe

hurt.

AuntNompi:"Sfiso...wherehaveyoubeen?The

morguepeopleareonthewaytogetyourdad,

theparamedicsdidcometocheckhim,please

givethemortuarypeopledirection"

Shehandedmethephone,thelookonherwas

pitiful.

Itookthephoneandwaitedforthem tocall.



AuntNompi:"I'm sosorryboy,Icameassoon

asIgotthecall"

Inoddedandwalkedaway.

Sothisisit,mydadisnomore.

[Oyintando]

ThokozanitreatsmelikeI'm sick,wejustfound

outthatI'm pregnantbutheisalreadyacting

likethedoctortoldmeIhaveadiseasethat

can'tbecured.

Thokozani:"Babydidyoueat?"

Ilookedathim,heleftfor30minutestothe

shopsandwhenhelefthemademefood.



Me:"HaiboThokozani,whatam Inow?Apig?"

Thokozani:"Angishosthandwasam Iwantto

makesurethatyoufeedmybaby"

Me:"I'm nothungrynorisyourbaby"

Hesmiledandcametositnexttome.

Thokozani:"Sonaweuzobamubivelemama?

Ubenekhalaelikhulu?"(Youalsogonnabeugly

andhavingabignose?)

Ilaughed.



Me:"Nohawu,evenIdobecomeuglyyouwon't

havearighttotellme.Youshouldalwayssay

I'm beautiful"

Hebrushedmytummyandkissedmyforehead.

Thokozani:"Forthisgiftmama,Iwillforeverbe

indebtedtoyou"

Myphonerangatthatinstant,itwasOlu.

Me:"Mybaby?"

Shesniffed.

Me:"Oluhle?Areyoucrying?What'swrong?"



Olu:"It'sMkhulumom,hepassedaway.Before

wecouldevenseehim,hepassedawaymama"

Icouldtellhowbrokenmydaughterwas,She

hadastrongbondwithMrKunenebecauseshe

washisfirstgrandchild.

Me:"Ohhhmybaby,mom issosorry.Doyou

wantmetocome?"

Olu:"Yesmommy"

Me:"Okaythen,I'llbethere"

Shehungup,MrKuneneisgone?Ican'tbelieve

this,IcanonlyimaginehowSfisomustbe



feelingrightnow.Losingaparentisnotanice

feelingatall,it'sabitterpilltoswallow.

Thokozani:"What'swrong?"

Me:"It'sOlu,sheiscrying.Hergranddad

passedaway.Sheissobroken,mydaughter

lovedhim.DoyoumindifIgothereforanhour

orso?"

Thokozani:"Nonotatallbaby,I'lldriveyou"

Iknewhewouldsaythat,apparentlydrivingis

nolongergoodformebutI'llletitslidefornow.

Me:"Thankyou,letmequicklychange'



Iwenttomyroom tochangeintomoredecent

andrespectfulclothes.

•••NARRATED•••

Amandlawasgoingthroughhermother'sphoto

album,shestoppedononeofthephotos.

Amandla:"Mom"

Her:"Yes"

Amandla:"Whoisthispersonyouarewith

here?"

Shepointedoutthepersononthephoto.



Her:"Nooneimportant,justanoldfriend"

Amandla:"Okay"

Shecontinuedlookingatthephotos.

HermothertookherphoneandsentanSMSto

herPIfriend.

"Heybabe,Ineedafavour.There'safriendof

minewhom I'velostcontactwith,Iseehim on

papersbutIneedhisaddress,pleasefinditfor

me"

Shesentitandwenttocooksupper.

#Unedited



#BAHWWMP

ShortIknow

Chapter50.

Aweeklater.

[Sfiso]

Funerals,doesoneevergetusedtothem?It'sa

friday,adaybeforewelaymydadtorestand

I'veneverbeensobrokeninmywholeentirelife.

Ithoughthewouldbeheretoseehisgrandkids

graduate,Ithoughtnowthatmylifehastooka

turnhewouldbeheretoguidemeandholdmy

handasIbuildmyselfupagainandmostofallI

thoughthewouldbeheretoseemarry

Snethemba.Iguessourhopes,dreams,

thoughtsandwishesaren'talwaysoursbut



God'splans.

IsatattheVeranda,lookingatpeoplegoingup

anddown,doingGodknowswhatandthetent

beingerected.

Ilookedatthekidsplayingaround,theydon't

knowwhat'shappeningandatthismomentI

woulddoanythingtotradeplaceswiththem.

"Youlooklikeacorpseman,didyoueatoreven

getsomesleep?"

Ilookedup,onlytoseemycousinMbuso.I

haven'tseenhim inyears.

Me:"Whatthe....Mbuso?"

Mbuso:"Intheflesh"



Hesatdownnexttome,hehadthisamerican

accentandlookedreallygood.

Me:"Wow!!Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Mbuso:"Hereandtherebutweshalltalkabout

thatlater,howareyoufeelingman?"

Me:"NotsogoodbutIhavetobestrongright?

Itiswhatitis"

Ishrugged.

Me:"Wow!!!IneverthoughtI'dseeyouagain"



Mbuso:"WellIwouldn'tmissmyuncle'sfuneral

foranythingintheworld.Iactuallyfeelbad

becauseIhadhopesthathewouldbepartof

thepeoplewhowillpaylobolaforme"

Ifrowned

Me:"You?Paylobola?Whoisshe?"

Helaughed.

Mbuso:"Samkelisiwe,sheisonebeautiful

woman.Shesurestolemyheart,weevenhave

adaughter,Amandla"

Wow!!Ihonestlycouldn'tbelievethis,Mbuso

hasbeengoneforyearsnowandforhim to



actuallyrockandsayheisgettingmarriedand

hasadaughter,that'sshocking.

Me:"Youhaveadaughter?Wowhowoldis

she?"

Mbuso:"Okayshe'snotminebiologicallybut

whenImetSamkeshewasstillababysoItook

herasminefrom then"

Me:"Wow!!Okay"

Wetalkedforquitesometimeuntiltimeforthe

mortuarypeopletobringmydadarrived.

Everyonelefteverythingtheyweredoingand

gatheredaroundtowelcomethecorpse.



Assoonasthecoffinwasbroughtinsidethe

yard,myunclesaidtheclannames,welcoming

mydadathome.

Mymom startedscreaming,drawingallthe

attentionfrom people.

Mom:"Ohhhhbaba!!!Sthandwasam...why?

WhyKunene?"

Shewascrying,andallthosefaketearsreally

infuriatedme.

Peoplewerenowsingingasthecoffingot

insidethehouse.

Heisgone,mydad,Mypillarandstrength.



[Oyintando]

Iseriouslycan'tbelieveMrKuneneisgone.The

mostsurrealthingaboutdeathisthatyouwill

nowbeaddressedasapast.Wenowsayhe

"Was"agoodman,he"Had"agoodheart.

MydaughterissobrokenandIdon'tevenknow

whattodoasaparent.Andthenthere's

Simbongile,heissostrongandit'slikeheis

buriedinhisownworld.Mychildisdifferent

andthatreallyworriesme.Hekeptonsaying

it'sokayandMkhulu'sdeathwon'tbeinvain.

Anotherthing,ApparentlyIcan'tgotothe

funeralbecauseapartfrom thefactthatI'm

pregnant,MrKunenewasmyfatherinlawsoI

can'tburyhim.



"Ucabanganimuntuwam"(Whatareyou

thinkingaboutmyperson?)

Igotstartled,Iwasnotexpectinghim andIwas

sodeepinmythoughtssomuchthatIwasnot

awareofmysurroundings.

Me:"Gosh!!!Thokozani,don'tsneakuponme

likethat"

Thokozani:"Iwasnotsneakingmama,Igotin

likeanormalpersonbutrealisedyouaredeep

inthoughts,I'm sorryIscaredyouThembalam"

Hesatnexttome,kissedmycheekandheld

myhand.Idon'tknowwhybutsomethingabout

Thokozani'sperfumemakesmehorny.



Me:"Imissedyou,howdiditgo?"

Hehadgonetoseehowtheinteriordesigneris

comingalongwithourhouse,wehavetomove

insoon.

Thokozani:"Itwentwell,it'ssobeautifulbaby,

youwillloveit"

Ismiledfaintly.

Herubbedmytummy.

Thokozani:"Ukahlemamakhe?"(Yougood?)

Me:"I'm justworriedaboutOluhlebaby,my

childhasdetachedfrom everything.It'slikeMr

Kunenehasleftwithapartofher"



Hekissedmyhandandthenmyneck.That'shis

wayofcalmingmedown.

Thokozani:"Guesswhat?Whenshecomes

backfrom thefuneral,Iwilltakehertooneof

thegoodpsychologistwhowilltalktoherand

makesureshe'sokay,how'sthat?"

Inodded.

Hestartedsqueezingmyboobs,theyareso

sensitivesoheisalsocareful.Henibbledonmy

neck.

Me:"Mmm"



Thokozani:"How'sthatbaby?"

Heaskedwhilekissingmyneck.

Me:"That's...mmm...that'sgoodlove"

••••REMOVED••••

[Narrated]

AtSandhurstHotel.

Shereceivedaphonecallfrom herfiance.

Her:"Love"

Him:"Heylove,justwannaletyouknowI'llsee



youlater.Weareverybusyhere"

Her:"Okaybooboo"

Him:"Iloveyousugar"

Her:"Iloveyoumoredingding"

Theyhungup.

Her:"Ammy,gowatchsomeTVbaby,Iwanna

talktomyfriend"

Shetoldherdaughterwhothenstoodupand

wenttoplaywithhermother'sphoneinstead.



Herfriendcame,theyhuggedastheyhadn't

seeneachotherinawhile.

Theycaughtup.

Her:"Didyoufindsomething?"

Thabi:"Yesbabes,heisfilthyrich!!Richerthan

thelasttimeyousawhim andhereinthis

envelopeiseverythingyouneedtoknow"

Thabigaveherthebrownenvelope.

Her:"Thankyousomuchmybaby,weshall

meetupfordrinkssometime"

Thabi:"Surethinglover,Ihavetogetgoing"



Thabileft.

#Unedited
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*SAMKELISIWE*

Ilookedatthewomanonthepicture,theyseem

happyandverymuchinlove.Helookseven

betterthanthelasttimeIsawhim.

WhenThokozaniandIweretogetherhehad



moneybutnotasmuchashehasnow,tobe

honestIdidn'tlovehim,Iwasthereformoney

morethananything.Heprovidedformeinevery

waypossible,hehelpedinpayingformyvarsity

fees.Icaughtfeelingssomewherealongthe

way,Istartedlovinghim butIhadaboyfriend

andtheloveIhadforThokozaniwasnotas

strongastheoneIhadformythenboyfriend,I

couldn'tleavehim evenifIwantedtosoI

decidedtoendthingswithThokozani.

Helovedme,thatiswithoutadoubtandwhenI

lefthim hewasshatteredtosaytheleastbut

theheartwantswhatitwants.

IthinkamonthafterIlefthim,IfoundoutIwas

pregnantandcountingthedaystherewasno

waythebabywasSbusiso'sbecauseIwasnot

intimatewithhim atthattimebutIwasintimate

withThokozani.That'swhenIknewIwasa

deadpersonalive,IwroteanotetoSbusiso



lettinghim knowthatI'm pregnantandthebaby

isnothis,IhadtorunformylifebecauseI

knewhewouldkillmethat'showcrazyhewas.

Ihadmoneyinmysavingsaccount,enoughto

helpmestartanewlifesoIwenttotheUSand

monthslatermybabygirlwasborn,Inamedher

Amandla.

IwasveryluckybecauseIlandedmyselfawell

payingjobsoIwasabletotakecareofAmmy

butnowmybabyhasgrown,shekeepsasking

aboutherdadandIthinkit'stimeItoldherthe

truth.

Idon'twantanythingfrom Thokozani,Ijust

wanthim tohavearelationshipwithhis

daughter,Ialsowanttoapologizeforkeeping

herawayfrom him andhidingherfrom him.I'm

happyandabouttogetmarried.ImetMbuso



backintheUS,Iwasattheparkwithmybaby

whenhesuddenlyaskedtojoinmewhileI

watchedAmandlaplaying,wespokeandwhat

broughtusevenmorecloserwasthatwewere

bothSouthAfricansinaforeigncountry.

IsighedlookedatAmandla,sheisaspitting

imageofThokozani,Ihavetodothisforher.

*NARRATED*

THEDAYOFTHEFUNERAL.

AttheKunenehousehold,MrsKunenewas

wearingablacklongdress,coveringherselfup

withablanketwhenshesuddenlyfeltveryhot

airsurroundingher,shewasliterallysweating

andsurprisinglyenoughtheweathernothotat

all,itwascloudy.



Sheremovedtheblankettofrom hertoseeif

everyonewasfeelingthewayshewasfeeling

butnopeoplewerejustgoingabouttheir

businesspreparingfortheservice.

MrsKunene:"Ngyasha...whyishotinhere?"(I'm

burningup)

Peoplewhoweresittingwithherlookedather

weirdlyastheyweresurprisedbyhersaying

shefeelshot,theysawsweatrunningdownher

face.

ShelookedatThandiwe,oneofthefamily

members.

MrsKunene:"Pleasegotakeafanintheliving

room"



Thandi:"Mamncanekuyabandakuze

kunamafu"(Auntyit'scold,it'sevencloudy)

ShegaveThandiweonelook,shegotupand

wenttogetthefan.Shewasnowonherfeetas

theheatbecameevenmore.

Meanwhileinthesparebedroom Simbongile

wasseatedalone,hismindwasfar.

Ashewassittingtherealonethinkingabout

whydidhergrandmotherhavetokilltheir

granddad,yeshealreadyknew.

Afigureappearedoutofnowhere,Simbongile

lookedatthisoldwoman,hewasnoteven

scared.Hesatproperlyandlookedather.



Simbongile:"I...Iknowyou"

Thewomansmiled,shewashappythatthegift

waspasseddowntoSimbongile,heisbrave

andhasaheartofstone.

Simbongile:"WhydidgogokillMkhulu"

Oldwoman:"Unesbindimfana...ngiyaziqhenya

ngawe"(Youarebraveboy...I'm proudofyou)

Simbongilesmiledeventhoughhedidn't

understandwhyhewasgettingacomplement.

Oldlady:"Becauseofyourheart,thatgogoof

yourshasstartedburningup,shewon'tget

awaywithkillingmygrandson"



Simbongile:"Sodoesthat...."

Beforehecouldfinishtalkingtheoldwoman

disappeared.

*SFISO*

Amagugu

Alelizwe

Ayosal'emathuneni

Ngiyolala

Ngingedwa

EthuneniLami



Peopleweresinging,wewerenowatthechurch,

Icouldn'tmovemyeyesfrom mydad'spicture

perfectlyplacedontopofhiscasket.

Thisisit...uhambileuKunene(Heleft).

Thepastorprayed,speechesbeganand

apparentlymymom isnotsupposetostandup

andtalk,whichsoundsbettertomebecauseI

knowshewouldbeutteringpurelieswithher

mouth.

Theycalledmyname,Isighedandslowlygot

up,Mbusotappedmyshoulder.

Me:"Theyalwayssayaparentshouldnever

burytheirkids,itshouldbekidsburyingtheir

parentsbutinallhonestyIfeelliketheperson

whocamewiththismottodidn'tknowwhat



theyweretalkingabout.Ilookatmykidsand

thinkonedayI'm goingtodieandleavethem to

feelthepainoflosingme,thepainofknowing

thattheynevergonnaseemeagain.Mydad

wasmorethanjustafathertome,hewasmy

bestfriend,mygotoguy,hewasthefirst

persontosay"SonI'm proudofyou".Hewasa

truedefinitionofagentleman,afathertomany

andaleader.Ican'tbelieveI'm standinghere

sayinggoodbyeforthelasttime,Ishouldbe

standingherecelebratingyour60thbirthdaybut

becauselife.....IloveyouKunene,Iwilltrytobe

themanthatyouwere,tofollowinyour

footstepsandIwillcarryonyourteachingsand

passthem downtoyourgrandkids,Restin

powerdad"

IwasnowinyearsbutIcouldn'tallowmyselfto

breakdown,Ihadtotalkandfinish.



Speecheswentonandontillwehadtogoto

thecemetery.

Whenwegotthere,theservicebegan.

Andthenmom startedscreaming,Irolledmy

eyesthinkingshehasstartedwithherpretence

butthenshestoodupandmovedbackwards,

likeshewascrazy.

Mom:"Ikilledhim....please...pleaseforgiveme,

don'tkillmeplease"

Peoplewerenowlookingather,Ihatethatthis

isdisturbingmydad'sfuneral.

IlookedatMbuso,henoddedandwenttotake

mom away.Thepastorcontinued,wewere

askedtogopoursandandjustlikethatOluhle



wailed,Iheldhertightasshecried.

Iwassurpressingmyowntears,Ihavetobe

strongformykids.

Theguysstartedputtingbackthesoil,closing

thehole.

Pastor:"Canweallcloseoureyesandpray"

Wealldid,heprayedthenweleftgoingback

home.

*Thokozani*

Nextweekwearemovingintoournewhouse

sotheinteriordesignerisdoneandImustsay



sheknowsherjob,it'ssobeautiful.Iam now

lookingaround,everythingseemsperfect.

Myphonerings.

Me:"Hello?"

Silence.

Me:"Hello?"

Silenceagain,Ihungup.

#Unedited
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AWEEKLATER.

*Oyintando*

Wehavejustmovedintoournewhouse,Iam

dogtired.NotbecauseIwasmovingthings,no

butbecausewehadtounpackandpack

everything.Ilovethehousenolies,it'schild

friendly,veryspaciousandthecoloursinside

arejustbeautiful.What'smoreimportantisthat

mykidsloveitandmoreovertheylovethefact

thatuncleTKisfinallymovingintostaywithus.

IspoilmykidsIagreebutThokozaniisonhis

ownlevelofspoilingthem whichiswhythey

lovehim somuch.

Ifinallydecidedtogetupfrom thecouchand



gocook,ImaybeallthingsbutI'm notlazy,Ido

whatIhavedoandhonestlyIenjoycookingfor

myman.

Inoticedthathelefthisphoneonthedining

tableasitwasringing.Hewenttothe

psychologistwiththekidsaspromised,he

decidedtotakeallofthem sothattheycan

openupabouteverythingtheyfeel.

Iwenttocheckwhowascalling,itwas

unknownnumber.JustasIwasaboutto

answeritstoppedringing.

Ishruggedandputitbacktothetablebutit

rangagain.

Me:"Thokozani'sphonehello"



Iheardsomeonesighingontheotherendofthe

line.

Me:"Hello"

"Hello"

Itwasawoman.

Me:"Hy...howcanIhelpyou?Who'sthis?"

Her:"I...canItalktoThokozani?"

Me:"He'snothomeatthemoment,youcan

leaveamessageandyournameI'lltellhim you

calledsohecangetbacktoyou"



Shehungup...Okay.Iputthephoneonthetable

andwenttocook,ImadeThokozani'sfavourite,

Spaghettiandmeatballs.Apparentlyhenever

atethem beforehemetmebecauseheisa

"Zuluman"andheeatspapandmeatsothe

momentIgavehim Spaghettiandmeatballshe

couldn'tstopcomplementingthefoodandit

sincebecamehisfave.

WhenIfinishedcookingIwenttotakeashower

andwentbacktowatchmyTV.

"AhhhuncleTKit'salie,youdidn'twin"

Theywereveryloudandlaughing.

Sbani:"Butit'sfineevenifwedidn'twin,we



enjoyedourselves"

Olu:"Didyouseethatladywesawatthemall?

Shewaslookingatuswithsomuchenvy,that's

whyIsayyouarecool"

Ismiled,seeingthem happylikethismakesme

happy.

Thokozani:"Heymama"

Hecameandkissedmethenbrushedmy

stomach,heissoobsessedwithit.

Me:"Heydaddy"

Hedroppedhiswholebodyonmynewcouch.



Igavehim alook,hechuckledandsaid"Sorry"

Me:"Didyoukiddieshavefun?"

Olu:"Wedidmom"

Ismiled,Sbanicameandsatontopofme,she

canbeababyattimesandIloveit.

Me:"Icooked"

Sbani:"UncleTKboughtusburgerssonopewe

willpassonyourfood"

IlookedatThokozani,hegotupandranaway

thatverymoment...mxm.



Iwentanddishedupforhim andleftthekidsto

watchTVandwenttoourroom.

Me:"Ishouldn'tbegivingyoufoodrightnow

becauseyouwentandfedthekidsjunkfood

knowingverywellthatI'llbecooking"

Hesmiledandpattedthebedformetosit.

Thokozani:"Iloveyou"

Ishookmyheadwhilesmiling.

Thokozani:"Didn'tyouseemyphone?"



Me:"Youleftitonthediningtableandonthat

note,someladycalled"

Thokozani:"Didsheleavethemessageandher

name?"

Me:"Nope,shehunguponmesoonasIasked"

Hefrownedandshrugged,hestartedeating

withmewatching.

Thokozani:"Thewayungibukengakhona,ngathi

ungifakeleikorobela"(Thewayyoulookingat

me,it'slikeyouarefeedingmelovepotion)

Ilaughedandlefthim theretogethisphone.



Me:"Here'syourphone"

Hetookitandthankedme.

Thokozani:"Letmetryandcallthisperson"

Helookedatthenumberandfrowned.

Me:"What?"

Thokozani:"Yezikeyang'shayelaleNumber

kodwawathulalomuntu"(Thisnumberonce

calledbutthepersonwasquiet)

Me:"Mmm that'sodd...callitagain"



Hedidandputitonloudspeaker.

"Hello"

Sheanswered.

Thokozani:"Hellowho'sthis?"

Her:"It's...ThokozaniHeyit's..."

Thokozaniclosedhiseyesandendedthecall.

Me:"Andnow?Doyouknowwhotheperson

is?"

Henodded.



Thokozani:"IthinkIdo...it'sSamke,myex

girlfriend.Theoneonthepictureyousaw"

Ohhellno!!!Whyisshecallingmyman?

Me:"OhhhtrustmeIwillstabhervaginaand

feedittotheneighbour'sdogThokozani,ifshe

thinksshewillcomeandruinourrelationship".

Helaughed,whyishelaughingbecauseI'm

serious?

Me:"Uhlekani?"(Whatareyoulaughingat)

Thokozani:"Thewayyousaidyougonnastab

hervagina,Iswearitsoundedreal,likeyoucan

doit"



Ichuckled,hethinksI'm jokingandI'm not.

Me:"I'm notjokingbaby...reallybabyI'm not,I'll

fuckenstabherandstabyouaswell.Mybaby

willbefatherlessItellyou....letmegocheckon

thekids,theyhavetotakeabath.Besureto

callthatbitchandtellherISAIDsheshould

stopcallingyou"

Ikissedhischeekandwalkedout,leavinghim

withhisjawdropped.

*Samkelisiwe*

Idon'tknowwhyissohardtalkingtohim,I

calledhim thepreviousweekandIcouldn'ttalk.



Mbuso:"Yougoodbaby"

Isighedandnodded.

Mbuso:"OkaylookI'm takingAmandlawithme,

mycousinwouldliketomeether.Don'tyou

wanttocomewithus?"

Me:"I...noyouguyscango,Iwannasortsome

thingsout"

Mbuso:"OkayIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo...takecareyoutwo"



HekissedmeandleftwithAmmy,Mbusoloves

mydaughtersomuch,youcouldswearsheis

his.

Iwenttogoogle,IcheckedThokozani's

companyandwhereitisbased,Itookmycar

keysanddrovethere.

Ihavetodothis,onewayoranotherbutIhave

todoit.

45minuteslaterIarrived,Isatinsidethecar

andtookdeepbreathsbeforewalkinginside,

thisplaceisbigandsobeautiful.

Igottothereceptionareaandtherewasthis

beautifullady.



Me:"HelloI'm lookingforMrDlamini"

Her:"Helloma'am unfortunatelyMrDlaminiis

notintoday,didyouhaveanappointment?"

Me:"NotreallybutIhavebusinesstotalkabout

withhim,it'surgent.Can'tyoucallhim forme?"

Her:"Whenheishomehedoesn'twantusto

callhim"

Fuck!!!

Isighed,IguessI'm gonnahavetogotohis

placethen.

Me:"Okaythanks,I'lljustgotohisplacethen"



Her:"Doyouhavehisnewaddress?"

Newaddress?

Me:"NoIhaveanoldone,didhemove?"

Her:"Yesletmewriteitdownforyou"

Shewroteitdownonapieceofpaper,Ithanked

herandleft.

*Thokozani*

Iwassittingonthekitchenstoolwithwatching

Oyicooksupper,shelovescooking.

SherecentlycookedSpaghettiandthoseballs



andnowanothermeal.Ichosewellforreal.

AsIwaslookingandadmiringher,thoughtsof

Samkecrossedmymind.Wasitreallyher?And

ifsowhydidshecallme?

Ibrushedthatthoughtoffandgotupfrom the

chair,Iwenttostandbehindmywoman.I

kissedherneck,brushedhertummy.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shesmiledwide.

Oyi:"Iloveyoubaba"

Thedoorbellrang.



Me:"I'llgogetit"

Iwenttoopenthedoorandmyjawdropped,I

wasspeechless.

Samke:"Hey"

Oyi:"Babywho'satthedoor,Ineedyoutohelp

mewith....Ohheavenlyfathernotnow"

Sheturnedbackleavingusonthedoor.

Samke:"Can...canIcomein?"

"Comein?ComeinendliniKabani?Inwhose



house?"

Ididn'tseenothearhercomingback.Shehad

thebigknifeinherhand,Iopenedmyeyeswide.

Me:"Babythere'skidsinthehouse"

Oyi:"It'sagoodthingtheyareupstairs,

ThokozaniIwasnotjokingwhenIsaidIwould

stabherVagina,whatdoyouwantinmy

house?"

Samke:"IwanttotalktoThokozani"

Oyichargedtowardsher,Istoppedherbefore

shecouldgettoher,Iknowshemightnotstab

herbutIwon'ttaketheriskofjustwatching.



Me:"Mamapleasestop,Samkewhatdoyou

want?Wehavenothingtotalkabout.Please

leave"

Samke:"Wehavetotalkabout...."

Oyi:"HaiboJehovah!!!Leave!!!Thishouseof

mineisnotaboardroom wheremeetingsare

held,ifyouwannatalkpleasetakehim with

you"

Shepushedmeoutandclosedthedoor.

Me:"Samkethisbetterbegood,mywifeis

pregnantandIcan'taffordheranystressso

ple..."



Samke:"Wehaveachild!!!"

#Unedited
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Continuation.

*Thokozani*

IthinkIdidn'thearhercorrectlyatfirst,Ilooked

ather,shewasintears.

Me:"Whatdidyousay?"



I'm hopingforadifferentanswer.

Samke:"I'm sorryThokozaniI...Ishouldhave

toldyou.IswearI'm notheretoruinyour

relationshipwithyourwife,Ijustwantyouto

havearelationshipwithyourdaughter,she's

grownnowandcuriosityhasgottenthebetter

ofher"

Iclosedmyeyes,Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwas

hearing.

Me:"YouandIbrokeup9yearsago,that's

almostadecadeandyoucomeheretotellthat

wehaveachild,thatyou'vehidmychildfrom

me?Why?InfactwhyshouldIbelieveyou

Samkelisiwe?"



Samke:"WecanDNAtestifyoudon'tbelieve

me"

Isighedinfrustration.

Me:"Wheredidyougetmyaddress?What

makesyouthinkyoucanjustshowupinmy

house?Mywife'shouse?"

Samke:"Igotyournumbersfrom your

receptionist,I'm IliedandsaidI'vegotserious

businesstotalktoyouabout"

Me:"Leave"

Samke:"ThokozaniI..."



Me:"HambaSamkelisiwe,Ihaveawifeandthe

lastthingIwantisforhertogotobedangry

withme,ifshegoestobedwholeangrywith

me,Iwon'tbeabletotouchhertummythatis

carrying"Mychild"sopleaseleave"

Sheslowlyturnedtowardsthegate.Ican't

believethis,howdoesonehideawholehuman

being?Forsomanyyearseven.

Shestoppedwalkingandlookedatme.

Samke:"HernameisAmandla,averycutelittle

girlandverysmarttoo.Shelooksexactlylike

youandMkhuseli,shehasbigearslikeyouand

thicklipslikeyourmom.I'm sorryInevertold

you,Ithoughtitwastherightthingtodoatthat

timebutIwishIhaddonethingsdifferently"



Shesighedandgotinsidehercaranddroveoff.

Isighedheavilyandwalkedbackinsidethe

housetofindOyiseatedonthecouch.

Iwenttositnexttoherandtouchedjusttotest

thewaters.

Me:"SthandwaSam"

Shelookedatmeandsaid"Mmm"

Me:"IswearIdidn'tknowshewouldcome,I

loveyounother,thatcountsforsomething

right?"

Shekeptquiet.



Me:"IwouldratherhaveyoucutSibawiththe

knifeyouhadthantoignoremeMama,ithurts"

Oyi:"Whatdidshewant?"

Me:"She...She...pleasepromiseyouwon'tflip"

Oyi:"WhatdidshewantThokozaniman?"

Me:"Shesayswehaveachild,Ididn'tknow

baby"

Oyi:"Iknowwomenlikeher,shewillcomewith

some"Ijustwantyoutohavearelationship

withyourchildnothingmore"wellguesswhat?

I'm amotherandI'dneverdenymykidsan

opportunitytobewiththeirfather,thereforeif



it'struethechildisyours,Iwillaccepthim or

herjustlikeyouacceptedmykidsbuttellherI

don'teverwannaseeherinmyhouseandI'm

seriousThokozani,Iwillkilledherandkill

myselfbecauseI'm afraidofprison"

Ilaughedandpulledhertomychest.

Me:"ThankyouSthandwaSam"

Oyi:"Yeahwhatever"

Shegotupandleftmethere,shewasnolonger

angrylikeshewasearlieron.

Igotupandfollowedheronlytofindherinthe

kitchendishingupforme.



*Samke*

IdidseehowbeautifulThokozani'swifeison

thepicturesbutIdidn'tthinkshe'sthisbeautiful.

Shelooksevenbetterinperson,heskinisso

flawless,herbodyistodieforand....wowwhy

am Ieventhinkingofher?HonestlywhenIsaw

herIfeltchestpainsandall,Ifeltveryjealous.

AndwhenThokozanisaidsomethingabout

touchinghiswifetummywhichiscarrying"His

child"hewasbeingsarcasticIknowbuthe

reallydidgettome.Hecouldhavebeenagreat

father,Ideniedhim thatchanceandnowheis

experiencingitwithsomeoneelse.

Myphonerang,itwasDabbymyfriendfrom the

US.

Me:"Deehey"



Dabby:"Heybabe,howareyou?"

Me:"I'm fineIguess,howareyou?"

Dabby:"I'm good,outwithit.What's

happening?"

Isighed,Iknowshewon'tletitgotillItellher.

Me:"Ifinallytoldhim thetruth"

Shegaspedandsaid

"And?"

Me:"Hewassopissedoffwithme,hewas



angrysomuchthathetoldmetoleave"

Dabby:"Wow!Butdon'tworrybabe,he'llcome

around.Obviouslyheisstillshocked"

Me:"Yeah...heismarriedandhiswifeis

pregnant"

Dabby:"Andwhatwereexpectingexactly

friend?"

Isighed,shelaughed.

Dabby:"OhwellyoualreadyknowwhatI'll

say...workyourmagicandhecouldbeallyours.

Hewasonceyourmansosurelyyoustill

rememberthebuttonstopress,buttonsthat



drovehim Crazy"

Ilaughed,wespokesomemoretillIhungup.

IloveMbuso,I'dneverdohim likethat.He's

beennothingbutthebestinmylife.

"Youwouldn'tdowhattomebaby?"

Ijumpedfrom thechair.

Me:"Huh...what?"

Mbuso:"WhenIgotinhere,yousaidyou

wouldn'tdothattoMbuso"

Shut!Iwasthinkingoutloud.



Me:"Well...it's,there'sthisgirlIknow,she

cheatedonherhusbandsoIwasjustthinking

I'dneverdothatyou"

Hepulledmeclosertohim andkissedme.

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingyouguysthisearly,

whereisAmandla?"

Mbuso:"Sheaskedthatshesleepstherefor

today,there'scousinsandkidsofcousinsher

agesoshewasenjoyingherself"

Me:"Okay"

Hepulledmecloser.



Mbuso:"Comehere...todayI'm havingyouall

nightlongright?"

Ismiledandnoddedashestartedkissingthe

megently.
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*Sfiso*

IlookedatAmandla,herfacelooksfamiliaror

rathershelookslikesomeoneIknowIjust

don'tknowwho.

Myphonerang,disturbingmefrom tryingto

figureoutwhothischildlookslike.

Me:"Hello"

"Goodeveningsir,canIspeaktoMrKunene

Junior"

Me:"Speaking"

Her:"VerywellMrKuneneyouarespeakingto



Dineofrom KM attorneys,I'm sorryforcalling

thislatehoweverI'dliketoknowifyouare

availabletomorrow?"

Me:"YesIam"

Dineo:"Good,IhaveMrKunene'swillandwould

thereforeliketocomeovertoyourplacetoread

it,pleaseinviteMissOyintandoMbathaandher

kidsaswellasMissSimingenkosiKhumaloand

herdaughter"

Me:"Ummm...okaythankyou,I'lldothat"

Dineo:"Okaythankyou,I'llarriveat10am inthe

morning,thanksforyourtimebye"



Me:"Bye"

Shehungup,somydad'swillisgoingtobe

readtomorrow.Mom mustbehappythatshe'll

finallygetwhatshewanted.

Isighedandattemptedtocallmywomanbut

Mbusowalkedin,helookedangryandquite

drunk.

Me:"Aren'tyousupposetobewithyourwifeto

be?"

Hesatdownandchuckled,luckyenoughthe

kidswerenolongerinhere.

Hethenshookhishead.



Mbuso:"Shefuckedmeupman,shefuckedme

upbadly"

Ifrowned.

Me:"Willyoutalkor..."

Mbuso:"WithalltheloveIhaveforher,I

changedmywaysforher,Ifatheredher

daughter.Ilovehermanandshe...she..."

Hechuckledwhileshakinghishead,Isawyears

droppingfrom hiseyes.

Me:"Heybro...talktome,whatdidshedo?It

can'tbethatbad"



Hewipedoffhistearsandlookedupatme.

Mbuso:"LookI'm evencrying,I'm fuckenweak"

Istoodupandwenttogethim water,heneeds

todetox.

WhenIgotback,Ihandedhim theglass,he

gulpeditalldown.

Me:"ReadytotalkorIshouldgotosleep?"

Hesighed.

Mbuso:"Weweremakingloveand...andshe

calledmebysomefucker'sname,shecalled

meThokozani"



Iopenedmyeyeswide!!There!Thatchildlooks

exactlylikeThokozani,Oyintando'sThokozani.

Sheisliterallyaduplicateofhim.

Me:"What?Isthatpersonthefatherof

Amandla"

HefrownedandaskedwhyIam askinghim that.

Me:"Justcuriousyouknow"

Heshrugged.

Mbuso:"Idon'tknowwhoAmmy'sfatherissoI

wouldn'tknowifit'shim ornot"

Inodded.



*Oyintando*

I'veneverbeenapersontobecontrolledby

hormonesthroughoutallmypregnanciesbut

thisoneisshowingmeflames.ThismorningI

don'tfeelliketalking,Idon'tfeellikeeatingand

Ijustdon'tfeellikebathing.Ijustwannabe

aloneandneverbedisturbednortalkedto.

Iwokeupearlyandwenttositintheliving

room withmyfleeceblanket,Iwon'tbemaking

breakfastaswell,whoeverwantsfoodwillhave

toorderorcookIdon'tknow.

"SthandwaSam,usheshileukuvukanamhlanje"

(Mylove,youwokeupearlytoday)

Theregoesmypeace.



Me:"Icouldn'tsleepanymore"

Thokozani:"Isee...haveyoupreparedbreakfast

orIshould?"

I'm gladhealsoincludedhimselfinthe

equation.

Me:"Ididn'tmakeitsoyoucan"

Hecameandkissedmyforehead.

Thokozani:"Ukahlemama?"(Areyouokay?)

Inoddedandsmiled.



Thokozani:"Whatwouldyouliketoeat?"

Me:"I'm nothungrybaby"

Hefrownedandsatnexttome.Lordyourson

can'tgetthemessage.

Thokozani:"Babyisthisaboutwhathappened

yesterday?InganingixolisilesthandwaSam,

youstillmadatme?I'm sorrymama"(I

apologizemylove)

OhhhmyBaby,hethinksI'm angryathim.Iwish

hecouldunderstandthatI'm notangryI'm just

inthemoodbuthowdoyousaythattoyour

partnerwithouthurtingthem?



Iheldhishand,hereallywasworried.

Me:"I'm notangrybaby,I'm just...Idon'tknow,I

justfeelundertheweatherbutI'm notangry.If

itwillmakeyoufeelbetter,givemeakissand

bringmesomechocolatecakeinthefridge"

Hesmiledwide,thisguyissohandsomeandhe

happenstobemymanbytheway,Ilovehim to

bits.

Hepeckedmylipsandbitthem alittle.

Thokozani:"Icecream formybabymamaon

theway"

Hewinkedatmeandleft.



Myphonerang,itwasSfisocalling.

Me:"Sfisohy"

Sfiso:"HeyI'm sorryforcallingearly,mydad's

lawyeriscomingtodayandshesaidshewould

likeyouandthekidstobehere"

Me:"Oww...okayumm,whattime?"

Sfiso:"10o'clocksharp"

Me:"OkaythenI'llbetherebye"

Ihungup,haibo!!!Ngihlanganaphikehmina



endabenizamaLawyer???

Tobecontinued
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*Narrated*

Itwas10h05andeveryonewasgathered

aroundthetableatSfiso'shome.Theywere

waitingforthelawyertoarrive.

MrsK:"Whyexactlydidthatlawyercallyou

Sfisonotme?I'm thewifehereandwhyare

yourgirlfriendshere?



Oyintandorolledhereyes,shewasusedtoher

beingthisbossyanddramaticsonosurpriseto

heratall.

Sfisoignoredhermom andjustafewminutes

lateraknockcamethrough,Sfisowenttoopen

thedoor.

Sfiso:"YoumustbeDineothelawyer?"

Shesmiledandsaid"YesIam,sorryI'm late"

Sfisoclosedthedoorandledhertothedining

room whereeveryonewasseated.

Dineo:"Goodmorningeveryone,I'm DineoMr

Kunene'slawyer,I'm sosorryforkeepingyou



waiting,traffic"

Theyallacknowledgedher,shethensatdown.

Dineo:"AlrightseeingthatIarrivedlateandI

stillhavetorushoff,let'sgettoit"

Shetookoutdocumentsfrom abrown

envelope.

MrsK:"FirstofallMrslawyercanIaskwhat

thesetwoaredoingherebecausethisis

supposedtobeafamilymeeting"

Dineo:"Itwasyourhusband'swishforthem to

behere,canIproceed?"



Sfiso:"Please"

Shetookoutthepapersfrom thebrown

envelope.

Dineo:"AlrightsoIhavealetterherewithme,it

wasgiventomebythedeceasedtoreadit

whenheisnomoreanditreadslikethis..."

Shepausedlittle.

Dineo:"Whenmylawyerreadsthistoyou,it

wouldmeanI'm nomore.Sfisoson,myoneand

onlychild.Iwantyoutobehappy,livelifetothe

fullestandletgoofanyangerrecitinginsideof

you,MarrySnethembaassheisgoodwoman

andsoonnevereverneglectmygrandkids,try

andbethebestfathertothosekids.Iwantyou



toknowthatIreallyloveyoueveninmygrave,

takecareofyourselfandholdontothelovewe

bothhadandcontinuetohaveforeachother.

MakotiyeswenaOyintando,thingsmighthave

gonewrongbetweenyouandSfisobutyouwill

alwaysbeumakotitome,youmademea

grandfatherandforthatIwillforeverappreciate

you,pleasetakecareofthem andalways

remembertotellmyLulugirlthatMkhululoves

her,allofthem.Simingenkosiunfortunatelywe

nevergottoknoweachotherwellbutforthe

factthatyouarethemotherofmy

granddaughter,Iwillneversidelineyounorturn

ablindeye,takecareofSiphosami...callingher

Siphosamidoesn'tfeelrightthat'swhyI

decidedtonameherNgelosiandlastlytomy

wife,itisdone,yourmissionwasaccomplished

andjustknowthatthroughitall,Ididloveyou"

Everyonewasintears,includingMrsKandthe



lastmessage,onethatwasforher,itsent

shiversdownherspine,itmadeherregretever

killingherhusband.

Theylookedatherbutshejustkeptastraight

facewhilewipingoffhertears.

Dineo:"I'm sosorryforyourlossguys,Ihope

youhealfrom losingthisamazingman.Anyway

movingrightalong,thereadingofthewill"

Shetookitout.

Dineo:"LastwillandtestamentofKhehlaJohn

Kunene,IKJKunenedeclarethatthismylast

willandtestament,revokingallwillspreviously

donebyme.



ToOyintando,Igiveyou50%oftheshareson

myminingcompany,thatmoneyshouldtake

careofmygrandkidsandtakethem togood

schools,IleavemyJaguarwithLulu.

SimingenkosiIgiveyou25%ofthesharesin

theminingcompanyaswell,thatshouldbe

enoughtotakecareofNgelosi,takeherto

goodschools.

TomysonSfiso,IbelieveIraisedaresponsible

child,Iwouldliketobelievethatmybusinesses

willbesafewithyouthereforeIleaveallmy

assetstoyouandtheremaining25%from the

miningcompanyisyoursaswell.Withthat

beingsaid,youwillstillcontinuesupportingthe

kidsfinanciallywithoutconsideringthemoney

theygot.



Lastbutnotleastmywife,Ileavethehouse

withyou,youcankeepthecarsyouwere

alreadydriving."

MrsK:"Hellno!!!That'snotmyhusband'swill,

hewouldneverleavemewithoutnomoney,

whatwillIeat?WillIeatthecarsandthe

house?"

Shewassopissedoffandverymuchangry.

Dineo:"Unfortunatelyma'am that'sallinthewill,

yourhusbandwantedeverythingtobelikethis"

MrsKstood.

MrsK:"Howcanthesegirlsgetmyhusband's



moneybutIdon't?"

Sfiso:"Becausetheydidn'tbewitchdad,unlike

somepeopleIknow"

Dineo:"That'sall,Iwillpreparenecessary

documentationandhaveyousignforwhatwas

assignedtoyou,thanksforyourtime"

ShestoodandSfisowalkedherout.

*Thokozani*

Iwashopingtorelaxwithmywomanandnot

doanythingbutsinceshelefttothemeetingat

theKunenesIdecidedtogocatchuponsome

workattheoffice,itwasaSaturdaysonoone



wasattheoffice,justmyselfandtheguards.

"Sirthere'ssomeonelookingforyou"

Ilookedup,itwasFanie,oneofthesecurity

guys.

Me:"Fanie,didthepersonsaywhotheyare?"

Fanie:"NoSirbutshesaysit'simportant"

Me:"Letherin"

Iclosedmylaptopandlookedatthedoorto

seethepersonwhowantstoseeme.

AndincameSamkelisiwe,Icouldnotevenlook



atherproperlywiththatshortdressshewas

wearing,itwasshortandtootight.

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Samke:"HellotoyoutooThokozani,there'sno

needtobeallrude"

Me:"TalkorleavebecauseIhavefarmore

importantthingstodo"

Samke:"Farmoreimportantthanyour

daughter?"

Ohhellno!!!Shemustnotstartwithme.

Me:"Youmeanthesamedaughterthatkept



awayfrom meforthewholefucken9years?

Pleasesaywhatyouwantandleave"

Shetookoutherphone,presseditandputiton

thetableformetosee.

ItookitdoubtfullyandthenIsawher,a

photocopyofmyself.Shelooksexactlylikeme,

herears,skintone...everything.

IlookedupatSamkelisiwe,shelookedrelaxed.

Me:"Why"

Itcameoutasawhisper,Iwasshakingand

angerwasbrewinginsideofme.



Samke:"I'm sorryThokozani,Iwasforcedbya

certainsituation"

Iclenchedmyjaws,Imissedouton9yearsof

mydaughter'slife.

Shewalkeduptome,heldmyshoulder.I

pushedherhand.

*Oyintando*

IdroveoffleavingthekidswithSfisoafterthe

meeting,Icouldn'tstayanylongerbecause

whatIsawreallyshockedme.Therewasthis

childthatlookedexactlylikeThokozani,have

youeverseenidenticaltwins?It'slikeshe'sa

youngtwin.



Iwasdrivinghome,whenIarrived,Iwashoping

tofindThokozanibutinsteadastickynotewas

putonthefridge.

"SthandwaSam I'm attheoffice"

ItookanApplethenwentbacktomycar,

drivingtotheoffice.

AftersometimeIarrived,Ipassedsecurity

withoutanyhassles.

Iwalkedtothebuildingandstraighttohis

office,thedoorwasopenedso....whatthe!!!!?

Hegotupsoonashesawme.



Thokozani:"Baby,howdiditgo?Whyareyou

here?"

Me:"Pleaseleaventombazana"(girl)

Shegavemeanevillook.

Me:"Thokozaniifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,

youwilltellthisskanktoleave"

YesIdidfindthem doinganysillythingsbutfor

thefactthatsheisalltouchyfeelywithmyman

irksmeandThokozaniisnotsayinganything

aboutit.

Me:"FineI'llleave,Iseenowthebabywillbe

usedasanexcuse.Ifshesohellbentonhaving



youmeetthechild,whynotbringthechild?Why

isshecomingherewearingshortdresseslike

thisissomebrothel?"

Iaskedthequestionsthatcouldonlybe

answeredbyherbutIdirectedthetoThokozani.

Hesighedandkeptquiet,Iturnedbacktoleave,

hedidn'tevenfollowme.
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*Thokozani*

Mymindcamebackfrom whereveritwas,I



realisedthatOyintandoleft,Ididn'tdoanything

aboutit.Sheisprobablyangryandthinkingthe

worst.

IlookedatSamkelisiweonlytofindhernaked,

shewalkedtowardsme.

Samke:"WehadagoodthinggoingThokozani,

Igaveyouthebestsex,I'm sureshe'snothing

closetowhatIam inbed"

Ilookedather,angerrisingfrom within.

Me:"Youareembarassingyourself,youdon't

lookappealingtomeanddon'tfoolyourself

becauseyouarenothingclosetowhatmywife

is...wearyourdressandleavemyoffice,the

nextIseeyouitwillbeincourt"



Shepickedupherdressandfrowned.

Samke:"Whatdoyoumeanincourt?"

Me:"Imeanjustthat...getoutofmyoffice"

Ipackedmythings,shedressedup.

Samke:"I'm sorryThokozani,youcan'ttakeme

tocourtplease.Ihadavalidreason"

Me:"WellwatchmeSamkelisiwe,watchme.

Getthefuckoutofmyoffice"

Shefixedherdressandranout.Isighedand

lefttheoffice.



OnmywayhomeIwasscared,askingmyself

whatOyiisthinking.IhopesheknowsthatI'd

nevercheatonher,I'dneverdoanythingtoruin

ourrelationship.Ilovehersomuch.

Ifinallyarrivedandfoundhercarparkedonthe

drivethedriveway,Iparkedbehindherand

breathedinbeforeIcouldgoinside.

Ifoundherpacingupanddown,shelookedmy

way.Sheiscrying,Iswearmyheartbrokeand

thelevelnoffearinmerose.

Me:"Baby"

Shelookedatme,likeshewasexpectingmeto

talk.



Me:"Iswearnothinghappened,IloveyouandI

wouldneverhurtyouthatway,I...Iwasjust

confusedandlostatthatmoment"

Oyi:"YouknowIdon'tdowellwithsuchscenes,

shewasalltouchyfeelywithyouandyoudidn't

evensayanything,shewasgivingmenasty

looksandyoukeptquiet,Iaskedyoutotellher

toleaveandyoustilllookedatmelikeIam a

psychoticwife...ThokozaniI'm pregnantandI

wouldappreciateityouallowmetoenjoymy

pregnancy,don'tstressmeplease"

Me:"IknowloveandI'm sorry...shekeptmy

childfrom meforyears,shelooksexactlylike

me...pleasecalm downSthandwasam,that

stressisnotgoodforthebaby"



Oyi:"Youareinnopositiontotellmetocalm

down"

Isighed,from whereI'm standingshe'snot

angry,she'sjustemotional.

Me:"Whatpositionam Iinkehbaby?"

Oyi:"Ithoughtyou'dneverask...okaylalela

keh...youareinapositionwhereyouwon'tbe

sleepinginmybedanddefinitelynotinmy

bedroom,Ialsodon'twannaseeyouanywhere

nearmyguestbedrooms,theyareforguests,

Andpleasehelpmeandneverthinkofof

sleepingonmycouchbecauseit'snotfor

sleepingit'sforsittingandwaytoo

expensive...andThokozaniI..."



Shesighedandleftmethere,Ifoundallthis

funny.Sheisveryemotionallately,Iguessit's

thepregnancy.

Ifollowedherupstairs,Shewasreadingoneof

thosebooksheloves.Sheignoredmeatall

costs.

Me:"Mama"

Sheignoredme,Iwenttotheclosetand

changed.

Idecidedtogopreparesomethingtoeatforthe

bothofus,it'stimeslikethiswhenIwishthe

kidswerehere,wewouldbeplayinggamesand

havingfun.

I'm notverygoodinthekitchenbutIknowthe



basics,Ifinishedupandtookthefoodupstairs

onlytofindhersleepingwiththebookonher

hand.

Isighedandkissedherforehead,Ireturnedher

foodtothekitchen.

JustwhenIfinishedmyfood,Idecidedtodo

someworkbutmymindkeptondriftingoffto

thatphoto,Iwonderwhatkindofachildisshe,

whatkindofafatherwasIgoingtobetoher.

SleepfinallycreepsinsoItaketheblanketsand

preparetosleeponthecarpet,seeifthere'sone

thingIdon'twantispissingOyioffevenmore

soI'llbesleepingheretoday.

*Oyintando*



Iwokeupfeelingveryhungry,itwasmorning

already.Idon'tevenknowwhenIfellasleep,

whenIturnedtolookatThokozani'ssideofthe

bed,hewasnotthere.Igotupandwenttothe

loo,whileatitIrememberedthatItoldhim not

tosleepinourbedroom.Iworetherobeand

wenttocheckintheguestbedroomsbuthe

wasnotthereinanyofthem,Ihopeheisnot

sleepingonmycouch,hecouldhaveusedthe

guestroom insteadofsleepingonmycouch.I

wenttotheloungeandfoundhim sleepingon

thecarpet,Ohhhmypoorbaby.

Ilefthim thereandwenttomakesomegreasy

breakfastandmadehotchocolatejusttheway

helovesit.

Itookittothelounge,gotinsidehisblanket



thenIkissedhislips,eyesandnose.

Heopenedhiseyesalittleandsmiled.

Me:"Morningbaby"

Hefrownedbutsmiled.

Thokozani:"Morninglove,thismorningisnot

goodonmyside"

Me:"Areyousick?Ohhhbabyit'smyfault,I

madeyousleeponthecarpet,I'm sorryIwas

just..."

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.



Thokozani:"Hey...relax,I'm notsickandbesides

Ideservedthis,it'sjustmyback.It'ssore"

Me:"I'm sorrybaby...Imadebreakfast"

Hesatupstraightandchuckled.

Thokozani:"Remindmenottomesswithyou

again"

Ilaughed,hefindsthisfunnyandit'snot.

Me:"I'llrunyouahot,relaxingbathandthen

giveyouamassageafterwardshow'sthat?"



Thokozani:"Massageonly?"

Hegavemehisnaughtylook,Igiggled.

Me:"Andmaybemore"

Wekissed,sharingourmorningbreath.

Heaskedmeaboutyesterday'smeetingwith

thelawyer,Itoldhim howitwent,hewasso

surprised.

Thokozani:"ButImustsaybaby,Irespectthat

oldmanfornotforgettinghisgrandkids.This

showshowmuchhelovedthem"

Me:"Hedidlovethem,soseeingthattheynow

havesharesintheminingcompanyandthey



willbegettingmoneyeverymonthfrom the

company,Imightaswelluseittopayfortheir

feesbecausetheyareexpensive.AndthenI'll

opensomesavingsaccountforthem aswell"

Henoddedandkissedme.

Thokozani:"Perfect"

Wewentquiet.

Thokozani:"Mama"

Me:"Ngyak'thandaandIpromisethatI'dnever

doanythingtohurt,atleastnotintentionally.

YesterdaynothinghappenedbetweenSamke

andIandtrustmewhenIsaywhenIsawthe



pictureIdespisedher,Iknowwithoutadoubt

thatshe'smine,shelookslikemebaby"

Hewasgettingemotional,Iheldhishandtight.

Me:"Thenbabyyouneedtomakemeansto

havearelationshipwithherohandthat

remindsme,whenIcametotheoffice

yesterday,Isawalittlegirllookingexactlylike

you,Icouldn'taskSfisobecausehewasbusy

withhisdramaticmotherbutmaybeit'sjust

resemblenje,youhavetocallthatSamke

womanandtellhertobringthechildoversowe

canmeetherandgettoknowher"

Thokozani:"Iwill...Thankyoumylove,for

acceptingherevenbeforemeetingher"



Me:"Wereareateam,whathurtsyou,hurtsme

andwhat'syoursisminetoo."

Hepulledmetohischest,wesatlikethatin

silence.

*Mbuso*

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttoseeSamke,Ihadto

gototheapartmentandtakeAmandlaback.

Ammy:"DaddycanwedrivetoMcDonald's?"

Me:"Okaymybaby"

IdrovetotheMcDonald'sdrivethruandbought

herahappymealthenIdroveoff,sheenjoyed



hermealwhilemymindwaswanderingaround,

Howdoessomeoneyoulovehurtyouthat

much?

Minuteslaterwearrived,Iopenedthedoorfor

Ammy,shejumpedout.

Wewalkedinsidehandinhandandsoonaswe

gotinside,SamkewaswatchingTV.

Me:"Hey"

Shestoodup.

Samke:"Baby...hey"

ShethencroucheddowntoAmandlaand



kissedher.

Samke:"Hellobaby"

Ammy:"Heymom,IhadfunwhereIwas,Imet

otherkidsanditwasfun...canIgoagain?"

Shesmiledandlookedatme.

Samke:"Mommywillthinkaboutit,how's

that?"

Shenoddedandranofftogethermom'sphone,

shelovesaphonetoomuch.

Samke:"Babycanwetalk?"



Me:"Aboutwhat?"

Samke:"I...I'm sorrylove,Ididn'tmeanforany

ofthattohappen,Iwasinabadspaceand..."

Me:"Andwhat?Youhadtocallanotherman's

nameinthemiddleofourlovemaking,howdo

youthinkthatmakesmefeel?"

Shesatdown.

Samke:"Hewasoncemyboyfriend,wellat

leasthethoughtsobecauseIdidn'tlovehim

thatmuch.Ihadaboyfriendwhom Iloved,

thingshappenedandIfellpregnantwithhis

child,Ihadtorunformylifebecausemythen

boyfriendwouldhavekilledmehadhefound



outthatI'm pregnant,that'swhyIwasin

America.InevertoldThokozaniabout

Amandla...thisonetimeAmandlasawapicture

ofThokozaniandIinmyoldalbum andasked

whoheis,that'swhenIrealisedthatImadea

mistakebyhidingAmmyfrom herdad,shewill

growupandfindoutonherowneventuallythen

hateme"

ShewasintearsbutinallofthatIstilldidn't

understandwhyshemoanedhisname.

Me:"IhearyouandIunderstandbutwhatI

don'tgetiswhycallhisnamewhilehavingsex

withmeSamkelisiwe,why?"

Shekeptquiet.

Igotupandtookafewclothesofmine,she



stoodinfrontofme.

Samke:"BabyI'm sorry,whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Somewherefarfrom you,Ineedtoclear

myhead"

JustlikethatIleft,Icanseethroughher,she

hassomehiddenfeelingforthisThokozaniguy.
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*Oyintando*

OluhleandIarebusyinthekitchenpreparing

dinner,Thokozani'sdaughterisfinallycoming

through.Iam honestlynervousbecauseIdon't

knowwhatkindofachildisshe.Inmostcases

youfindachildgivingyouattitudebecauseyou

arenottheirmotheroryouareinarelationship

withtheirfather.Iam hopingandprayinginthis

casethatshe'snoneofthat,thatshewill

acceptmeandgivemetherespectIdeserve.

Oluhle:"Mom youlooknervous,what'swrong?"

Ismiledatherandsaid"Nothingserious,just

thinkingabouthowthedinnerwillbelike"

Shenoddedandcontinuedwithchopping.



It'snothelpingthatwewillbediningwiththat

Samkelisiwewoman,asmuchassheirritates

me,Idecidedtobethebiggerpersonandallow

hertocomeaswellbecauseIknowitcanbe

awkwardforthechildtobearoundpeopleshe's

notfamiliarwith,sohermom'spresencewill

makeiteasierforher.

Wecookedandfinishedup,Oluwenttobath

andIwenttoourbedroom tobathaswell,

Thokozaniwassittingontopofthebed,Icould

seehewasnervous,Iwentandsatnexttohim.

Me:"Baby"

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam"

Me:"Youokay?"



Thokozani:"Whatifshedoesn'tlikeme?Whatif

shehatesmeforbeingabsentinherlife?How

couldSamkelisiwedothis?"

Helookedveryworried,Icanonlyimaginehow

hefeelslike,notknowingaboutyourchildfor9

years,that'stoomuchtotakein.

Me:"Shewon'thateyoumylove,trustmeshe

won'tandbesidesshewillgrowupandsee

whatagoodmanyouare,shewillseeyounow

whatanamazingfatheryouwillbetoher,don't

behardonyourself.It'snotyourfaultthatyou

werenotthere"

Hebroughtmeclosertohim andkissedmy

cheek.



Thokozani:"I'm blessedtohaveawomanlike

youinmylife,asmartwomanandverygood

heartedtoo.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyouevenmore,youhavenoideaoh

andbabyifSamkelisiwedoesn'tbehaveI'llkick

heroutofmyhouse"

Hechuckled.

Thokozani:"Yesma'am"

Wepreparedourselvesandlateronthe

intercom rang.Everythingwasreadyand

althoughIwasboredthatIhadtocookforthis

shittywoman,Ihadnochoice.Iwasnotdoingit

forherbutformyhusbandandhisdaughter.



Iwenttoopenthedoor,everyonewasalready

settledandwaitingonthediningtable.

Me:"Hey...comeonin"

ThisisthesamechildIsawbackatSfiso's

placethattimeIwasthere,I'm wondering

what'sthestorythere.

Shesmiled,mostfakestsmileI'veeverseen.

Theywalked.

Oluhle:"OhhhAmandla!!"



Thokozani:"Ohprincess,youknowher?"

Oluhle:"YeswemetherbackatMkhulu'splace,

shecamewithuncleMbuso"

Me:"Pleasehaveasit"

TheysatdownandsoIdid.

IlookedatThokozaniandhewasstaringatthe

littlegirl,Icouldseethathewasgetting

emotionalandthetablewasbecoming

awkward.

Samke:"Umm...thanksforinvitingusfordinner,

pleasemeetmydaughter,ourdaughter

Thokozani...HernameisAmandla,wecallher

Ammy"



Ialmostrolledmyeyesat"Ourdaughter

Thokozani".Thesarcasm thatcamewith

it..mxm.

Thokozani:"I...Amandla,sawubona"

Shewentquiet,Thokozanifrowned.

Samke:"Ohhhshedoesn'tknowother

languagesapartfrom English,Ammydaddyis

sayinghello"

Ammy:"OhhhI'm sorry,hellodaddy"

Myheartmeltedwhenshesaiddaddy,seewith

alittlechildyoudon'thavetostressalot.



Ammy:"Somom ifthisoneismydadwhois

daddyMbusotome?"

Samke:"Thisoneisyourrealdaddyandthe

daddyMbusoismommy'sboyfriendwhich

makeshim yourseconddaddy"

Shethoughtforawhileandsaid...

Ammy:"Ohokay...nicemeetingyoudaddyand

whoisthis,doesitmeansheismymom too"

Thokozani:"Shecanbeyourmommyifyou

want"

Samke:"Noshe'snot"



Theyspokeatthesametime,Thokozanilooked

atSamkewithafrown.

Ammy:"OhwellIguessshe'sgonnabemy

mommytoo,Idon'tmindhavingtwomommies

andtwodaddies"

Ismiled,she'sabeautifulandverysmartchild.

Theresemblancebetweenhim andThokozani

istoomuch.DoesitmeantheoneI'm carrying

willbelikethisaswell?

Me:"Pleaseserveyourselves"

Westarteddishingup,Ilookeduptofind

Samkelookingatmewithsnakeeyes.Doyou

thinkIcared?HellnoIdidn't,weatesilently



withThokozanismilingtohimselfandstealing

glancesatAmmy,seeinghim likethismakes

mehappy.

Oluhle:"Howaboutwegototheloungeand

watchTVguys?"

Theyallagreedandgotupfrom thetable.

Me:"Olugetyourselvesicecream neh"

Oluhle:"Okaymom"

Theyleftandsilencetookoveragain.

Thokozani:"Mywifebeggedmetonottaketo

court,soI'm givingyouthisopportunityto



explainwhyyouhadtohidemydaughterfrom

meforyears"

Hewaslookingatherstraightintheeyes.Well

yesThokozaniwaspreparedtotakehim to

court,Ihadtobeghim nottobecauseIdon't

wantachildinvolvedintheirmadness,Itold

him insteadofgoingtocourthemustusethat

timetogettoknowherdaughterandbondwith

him andtheyshouldfindacommongroundon

howtheywillraiseherandbothbethereforher.

Me:"Iratheryoukeepyourreasonstoyourself,

babythechildisherenow.Letitgo"

Iwasafraidthatthosereasonsmighthurthim.

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam,ngfunaukwazi"(My



love,Iwannaknow)

Samke:"FineThokozani,I...whenyouandIwere

dating,Ihadaboyfriend.Ilovedhim andas

muchasIloveyou..."

Istoppedherrightthere.

Me:"Loved...lovedsisinotlove,pasttense"

Shesighed.

Samke:"Yesloved...asmuchasIlovedyoubutI

didnotloveyouthewayIlovedhim.InyouI

wasbenefitingfinanciallymorethananything,I

didloveyoubutitwasnotenough,itwasnot

deep.IendedthingswithyoubecauseIfeltlike



Ishouldstopplayinggamesandbeserious

withmyboyfriendbutIfoundoutthatI'm

pregnant,Icouldn'ttellhim becausecounting

back,youwerethefather.Ihadtorunformy

lifebecausehewasgonnakillme,Hehada

temper.IleftandwenttoAmerica"

Thokozani'sjawswerenowclenchedandIdon't

likethisonebit.

Me:"Okaysisithankyouforcoming,please

leave.Wewilldrivethechildbackhome

tomorrow"

Samke:"ThokozaniI'm..."

Me:"Pleaseleave"



Shestoodupandtookherbag.

Thokozani:"Youdisgustme"

Heclickedhistonguethenleft.

Me:"Youraddressplease,forwhenwebring

thechild"

Samke:"Youthinkyouownthiscastlehuh?You

thinkyouwon?Welltellyouwhat,Thokozaniis

mine,Hewasminebeforehewasyours,Imade

amistakeandIknowwhichbuttonstopress,

hellforgivemeandforgetyoueverexisted"

Me:"Youaresocrazy,youaredreaming,getout

ofmyhouse"



Samke:"Sandhurstapartments,1822second

floor.That'smyaddress"

Shetookherbagandmodelledout.

Isighedandwenttocheckuponthekids,they

werehavingfunjustconversingandgettingto

knoweachotherwhilethebigsisterwasbusy

onherphone.

Iwentupstairstocheckonmybigbaby,hewas

lyingonbedfacingup.Igotontopofhim,

kissedhim everywhereonhisface.

Me:"Letthepastgobaby,don'tlethergetto

you.Enjoythisopportunityyouhaveofbeing

withyourbaby"

Hesatupandkissedme.



Thokozani:"Iloveyou,youknowthat?"

Me:"OhtrustmeIknowMr"

Thokozani:"How'smybabydoing?"

Heaskedbrushingmytummy.

Me:"Doinggoodandveryrespectfultoday

becausemommydidn'thaveanymorning

sickness"

Hesmiledandnodded.

Thokozani:"Sishadaniningampelababy?"



(Whenarewegettingmarried)

Me:"YouknowIwasthinking,wearepractically

husbandandwife,westaytogetherandthe

whiteweddingwouldbeputtingastampto

whatisalreadyourreality.Idon'twannaget

marriedwhilepregnantsoIwasthinkingmaybe

afterhavingababy"

Hekeptquiet.

Thokozani:"OkaysthandwaSam,ifthatwill

makeyouhappythenIhavenoproblem"

Me:"Doesitmakeyouhappy?"

Thokozani:"Mamatheideaistomakeyou



happyatalltimes,minaaslongasIgettowake

upnexttoyoueverydaythentrustmeI'm

happy"

Me:"Okayhubby,let'sgowashthedishesthen"

Thokozani:"Kodwaazangenjesivumelane

ngokuthiuzongihlukumeza"(Butwedidn't

agreethatyoushouldabuseme)

Ilaughed,gotofoffhim andpulledhishand,he

gotupandgrabbedmebymywaist,hekissed

thelivinglightsoutmeandmademetouchhis

crotch.Ijustranformylifeandhefollowed,we

finallywashedthedisheswithhim constantly

askingifAmmyisokayandcheckinguponher

everynowandagain.



*Snethemba*

Ikeptonseeinghospitalstretchersbeing

rushedintothehospital,Ididnotunderstand

whatthismeansbutIt'sbeenhappeningforthe

pastmonthnow.Ihavedreamsofawoman

andamanbeingburiedandthesamepeople

aretheonesbeingrushedtohospital,Ican't

seetheirfacesbutIfeellikeIneedtohelpthem.

Iprayfortheirsafetyeveryday,Iconsultmy

ancestorsaboutthem buteachtimeIdo,Iget

noanswers.It'sjustblank.

Isighedandsatonthecouch,nexttoSfisowho

lookedveryhappytoday.

Me:"YezbabyIcouldusesomegoodnews,

whatisit"



Sfiso:"CanyoubelievebabyIgotacallfrom

oneofmyformerclient,heaskedforameeting"

Wellthat'sonethingkeepingmesane,seeing

Sfisodoinggoodagain,heisslowlybutsurely

risingagainandIcouldn'tbemorehappier.

Me:"Wowbabythat'samazing,thingsare

comingtogether"

Hekissedmyhandandlookedatmeinthe

eyes.

Sfiso:"Babydoyouknowwhatwasoneofmy

dad'slastwish?"



Me:"Nowhatwasit?"

Sfiso:"HeaskedthatImarryandapartfrom the

factthathewantedthat,Ialsowantthat.Iwant

ustogetmarriedbaby.IloveyouandbeforeI

getmyshittogetherI'llbehappyknowingthatI

marriedyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"Okay"

Sfiso:"Let'sgogetmarriedtomorrowbaby,at

homeaffairs.Iknowyouprobablywantabig

wedding,I'llgiveyouthatandmorebutfornow

pleaseagreetobeMrsKunene"



IsmiledagainbutthistimeIwasvery

emotional,tearsmadetheirwaydown.

Me:"Okay...okaybabyIagree,wewillget

married"

Hepickedmeupandspunmearound,hethen

kissedme.

Sfiso:"Thankyou,Thankyoukhabazelaka

Mavovo,thankyouMaMkhize.IpromiseI'll

proposelikeagentlemanshould"

Ilaughed,Ilovehim andIdon'tdoubthislove

forme,Ialreadyknowourfutureanditlooks

bright.



*NARRATED*

Atadarkplace,itwasraining,Simbongilewas

feelingverycold.Hehadnojerseyon,hewas

shivering.

Voice:"Thisiswhereyouhavetostartbeing

strongmfana,thisiswhereyourjourneywill

begin.Youhavetobestrong.Youwerechosen"

Hejustnodded,hewasshakingfrom thecold,

hecouldn'tutteranywords.

Voice:"Theworldneedsyou,luyaqalauhambo

lwakho,angekekubelulafuthiluyocalela

ebunzimenikodwakuzomeleuqine"(Your

journeyisabouttobegin,itwon'tbeeasyand

it'sgoingtostartthroughhardshipsbutyou

havetobestrong)



Henoddedagain.

Simbongile:"Ye....yebo...yebo!!Ngiyagodola"

(Yes...yes,I'm feelingcold)

Voice:"Goodbye"

Simbongilejumpedupfrom hisbed,panting

andtherewasaverycoldbreezeinhisroom.

Thenoutoftheblue,thunderstroke,heavyrain

beganfalling.

#Unedited
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*NARRATED.*

7monthshaspassed,Oyintandowasheavily

pregnantandthefactthatshestillhadtwo

monthstogobeforeshedeliversreallymade

herwannacry,shewasalwaystired,always

hungryandsometimesmoody.

Thispregnancywasdifferentfrom allher

pregnancies,howevershewashappybecause

herhusbandwasverysupportive.

Todaywasonethosedaywhereshewas

feelingdownandnotinthemoodthekidswere

atschoolsoshewasalone.

Forthepast7monthsshehadstoppedworking,

Thokozaniaskedhertostopnotonlyduring

pregnancybutforgood,hewantshertorelax,



raisetheirkidsandmaketheirhouseahome.

Shedidn'tmindbecauseCelesteinsistedthat

shewouldtakecareoftheircompany,nowthis

isthekindofhousewifesheenjoyedbeing,one

whostaysathomebutmakesmoneyanyway.

Onewhowakesupsometimestocheckouther

emailsandmakesordersfrom home,sheloved

theideaofwakinguponceinawhile,getinher

suitpantsandgotoabusinessmeetingbutstill

bereferredtoasahousewife,Shestarted

callingherselfamoderndayhousewife.

Shehadbecomeaprofessionalism ofbeinga

housewife,notwhatshewasbefore.

Asshewassittingreadingamagazineher

phonerang,shesmiledas"Hubby"flashedon

herscreen.

MeanwhileatThokozani'soffice.



Hewasstandingfacingoutside,onhisphone.

Thokozani:"Myloveukuphi?"

Oyi:"I'm athomebaby"

Thokozani:"Perfectlistenmama,Ihaveanhour

orsotospare,prepareyourself,I'm comingto

pickyouup.Wearegoingtoadate"

Oyintandoontheothersideofthephone

laughed,Thokozanilovesrandom dateslately,

sheagreedtoitanyway.

Thokozani:"Wewillgotoyourfavourite

restauranthow'sthat?"



Oyintando:"I'dlovethatalot,plusI'm hungry"

SamkewasstandingbehindThokozaniwithout

him evennoticingashewasbusytalkingtohis

wife,Samkelisiwelistenedtoeverythingthey

saidthenshetiptoedoutmakingsure

Thokozanidoesn'tseeher.

Whenshewasfinallyoutside,anideacame

knockingintohermind.SheknowsthatOyi

lovesMythosGreekrestaurantsoshedroveout.

*Samkelisiwe*

IboughtwhatIneededtobuyanddroveto

Mythos,Ididn'twanttodothisbutIhave

nothingtolosereally,MbusoleftmeandIlost



him whilethinkingaboutanotherman,thesame

whodoesn'tevenlookatmetwice.Yeshe

loveshisdaughterbutIfeellikeit'snotenough,

Oyintando'skidsgetmoreattentionbecause

theystaywithhim,whataboutmine?I'm doing

whatanymotherwoulddo.

IsatdownandcalledforawaitersoonasI

arrived.

Him:"Gooddayma'am,welcometoMythos,

howcanIbeofhelptoday?"

Me:"Goodquestion.Lookthere'sacouplethat

willcomehere,theladyispregnantandtheguy

isdark"

Hefrowned.



Him:"Wealwayshavepregnantladiesanddark

guyscominginma'am so..."

Me:"ShutupI'm stilltalking,here'stheirpicture.

Ineedyoutopourthisinwhateverfoodthey

willorder,makesureyouservethem.Idon't

knowhowyoudoitbutpleasegetitdone.Iwill

makeitworthyourwhile"

Ihandedhim theblackpoisonthatwasina

transparentbottle.

Him:"No!!!Nonono,Ican'tandwillnotdothat.

How...OhGosh!!!Howcouldyouevenaskmeto

dothat?I'm sorryIcan't,Imightlosemyjob"

Me:"Relaxokay,noonewillfindout.Okayifit



willmakeyoufeelbetter,whydon'tyoudoit

thenaskoneofthewaitersorwaitresstogo

givethem theirorder.LookI'llgiveyouhalfa

million,rightnowIhaveR250kwithme,I'm

givingittoyouasmotivation.Oncethejobis

doneI'llgiveyoutherestevenmore"

Hestartedshakingwhenhesawtheenvelope,I

knowpeoplewhoworkinthiskindofplacesdo

notgetalotofmoneysothiswilldefinitely

motivatehim.

Me:"R250000,allyoursfornowandlater

anotheronecoming.Ifyoupullitoffthough.It's

allinthere,countit"

Hesighed,tookthephoto,poisonandthe

money,heshovedallofthem inhisapronand

actedlikeheiswritingsomething.



IdecidedtoorderaglassofwinethenIwentto

sitatthefarcornerwherenoteveryonecansee

me.Idisguisedmyselfandhadmydrink.

*Oyintando*

WefinallyarrivedatMythosandIwas

immediatelywelcomedbyanappetisingsmell.I

gothungrythatinstant.

Aswegotinside,therecameawaitertoour

direction.

Him:"Gooddaysir,ma'am andwelcometo

Mythos,tablefortwo?"



Me:"Yesplease"

Hedirectedustoourtable.Helookednervous.

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Him:"Ummm...ye...yesma'am,it'snoteveryday

whereIgettoservewellknownpeoplelikeyou

soitkindofmakesmenervousbecauseIdon't

wannamessup"

Thokozani:"Relaxandgetusdrinks,mywife

willhaveanapplejuicewhileIhaveorange

juice"

Me:"BabyI'm hungry,pleasegetmeyour

traditionalburgerandfriesfornow"



Hewrotedownandleft.Thokozanikissedmy

hand,hedoesthatalot.

Thokozani:"Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuch

Sthandwasam andIcan'twaitforourbabyto

finallyarrivesoIcanholdhim"

Wellyeswearehavingaboy,Thatmade

Thokozaniahappiestmanonearth.

Adifferentwaitercamebackwithourorder,I

thankedhim.

Thokozani:"Weshallcallyouagain,thanksfor

now"



Istartedeating,Mmm theirfoodisalwaysnice.

Thokozaniatemyfriesmorethananything.

AsIkeptoneating,Igothotflushes.Idon't

whetheritwasthefood,ortheplaceishotor

itsmypregnancyreactingtowhatI'm eatingbut

Iwaslegitburningup.

IlookedThokozani,hewassweating.

Thokozani:"Kuyashisababy,I'm sweating,look

atyoualsosweating"

Ilookedatotherpeople,theywerelaughing,

conversingandhavingthetimeoftheirlives.

Myvisionstartedbecomingblurry,Isaw



Thokozanifallingbutit'slikeIwasseeing

double.

Me:"He....ohmyGodhelp"

Myeyesbecameheavy,Icouldherepeople

screamingforhelpfrom adistanceandjustlike

thatitbecameblank.

#Unedited
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*Samkelisiwe*



WhathaveIdone?Whatif...ohmyGod,whoam

I?

Iwaspacingaround,notsureofwhattodo

next,Ishouldn'thaveactedthatway.Ithought

itwasgonnaknockthem outafterawhilenot

immediately.

*Londeka*

Igotacallfrom thehospital,apparentlyOyiand

Thokozanigotadmitted,Itookmyphoneand

sentMveloatextinforminghim tomeetmeat

thehospital.

Coulditbethatshe'sinlabour?Butitcan'tbe,

she'sonly7monthspregnant.ohwhatam I

saying,evenThokozaniisadmittedmeaning



somethingiswrong.

Wellasforme,Ijustahadababynotsolong

ago,Ihadtoleavehim withMbalibecauseat

thismomentmysisterneedsme.

IdroveintotalspeedandinnotimeIwasthere.

Irushedinandstoppedbyatthereceptionarea.

Me:"HelloI'm hereforOyintandoMbatha,a

pregnantwomanwhojustgotadmittedwithher

husband"

Her:"Ohhhyespleasegothatside,thedoctor

willcomeandattendtoyou"

Inoddedandwaited,aftersometimeMvelo

camerunning.



Mvelo:"Heymntase,IcameassoonasIgot

yourmessage,what'swrong?Whathappened?"

Me:"I...Idon'tknow,Ijustgothere"

HesatonthebenchwhileIkeptpacingupand

down.

Mvelo:"Londekasitdown,youmakingme

dizzy"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Doyouthinktheyhadanaccident?"



Mvelo:"We'llfindoutwhenthedoctorcomes"

Me:"Thebaby!!OhmyGodshecan'tlose

anotherbabyafterthetwins,it'sgonnakillher"

Iwasnowintears,curiosityisreallykillingme.I

wanttoknowifthey'reokay.

Afteralongtimeofwaiting,thedoctormade

herwaytous.

Doc:"ThokozaniDlamini"

Westoodup.

Me:"Heydoc,howarethey,how'smysister?*



Mvelo:"Whathappened?"

Doc:"Weransometestsanditshowsthatthey

hadfoodpoisoning,therewasaverydangerous

poisonintheirbloodstream.Luckilywe

managedtodrainitoutoftheirsystem"

Foodpoisoning?How?Wherewerethey?

Me:"Willtheybeokay?Wheredidtheygetthe

poison?"

Doc:"Idon'tknowmuchbutfrom whatIheard

theywereattherestaurant"

Mvelo:"Canweseethem"



Doc:"UnfortunatelyMissOyintandoisin

intensivecareunit,shesufferedaminorheart

attackandherbloodhadthemostpoison

whichaffectedherlungsaswellhoweveryou

cangoseeMrThokozaniashemanagedtopull

through,heisawakebutstillweak"

Ifeltmyselfgettingweak,thiscan'tbe

happening.

Me:"Will...willshebeokay?"

Doc:"It'sstillearlytosay,Ineedtogetgoing"

SheshowedusThokozani'swardandleft,we

wentin.Helookedveryweak.



Me:"Hey"

Hegavemeafaintsmileandgreetedback.

Mvelo:"Sbale...whathappened?"

Heexplainedeverythingonhowtheywereat

therestaurant,theyorderedfoodandallofa

suddentheystartedfeelinghot.

Thokozani:"Whereisshe?Howisshe?"

Helookedworried.

Me:"Apparentlyshe'sin..."



Ididn'tfinishmywords,thedoctorpushedthe

door.

Doc:"I'm sorrytointerruptbutthisisrather

urgent.Oyintandoisnotrespondingto

medicationandherlungsarecollapsing,inthis

casewehavetoinjectherwithmedicationthat

willstopherlungsfrom collapsingandthat

medicationisverystrong,it'snotgoodforthe

baby.Soweareleftwithtwochoices,weeither

saveherorthebaby"

Me:"No!!!!No"

Ibrokedownandcried.Mysistercan'tdie.

Thokozanisatup,tearsmadeitdownhisface.



Thokozani:"S..savemywife,savemywife"

Hewassobrokenthatitbrokemyalready

brokenheart,hecouldn'teventalkproperly.

Mvelo:"Doccan'tyoudoanythingtosavethem

both?"

Doc:"Unfortunatelynotandwearerunningout

oftime,Ineedyoutosignconsentform forme,

onethatshowsthatyouagreetotheprocedure.

Ialsowantyoutoknowthatit'saveryrisky

procedurewhichcanresulttouslosingthem

both"

Thokozani:"Doctormakesureyousavemywife,

wecanstillhaveanotherbaby.Ican'tlive



withouther,thekidscan'tlivewithoutherandif

yousavethebabyhowwillIraisehim?Ican't

doitalone.Savemywife,saveher...sa...save

her"

Hebrokedown,Mvelowentandpattedhisback.

Isignedtheconsentform onhisbehalf.

*Thokozani*

Ihaveneverbeensobrokeninmywholeentire

life,IthoughtIknewpainbutthismomenthas

shownmethatIknownothingaboutpain,pain

iswhatI'm feelingrightnow.IthoughtIwas

strong,thoughtnothingcouldevermakemecry

butthis...thishasshownmethatI'm notstrong.



Mkhuseliwalkedin,helookedlikehewas

running.

Mkhuseli:"BafoIonlyreceivedacallnow,

what'shappening?Where'sMaMbatha?"

Iclenchedmyjawsthinkingaboutmywife.

Me:"She's...she'sinaverycriticalcondition.

Thedoctorsaidit'seithertheysaveherorthe

baby.MkhuseliIdon'twantababyifIcan't

raiseitwithher,Iwanthertohelpmeraiseour

kids.Shecan'tleaveme..."

Icouldn'tholditin,Ijustletoutaloudwail.

Me:"It'smyfault,hadIlefthertostayathome



thennoneofthiswouldhavehappened...Itook

hertotherestaurantonlyforthistohappen"

Mkhuseliclenchedhisjaws.

Mkhuseli:"Whathappenedattherestaurant?"

Me:"Apparentlyourfoodwaspoisoned"

Henodded.

Mkhuseli:"I'llseeyoulaterBafo,surelyfood

can'tjustpoisonitself.SomeonediditandI'm

goingtofindoutwhoitis"

Hejustwalkedoutandleftmetobeeatenby

myownthoughts,whowouldwanttokillmy



wife?

*NARRATED*

ThedoctorsweresurroundingOyintando,her

chestwasmovingupanddownandmachines

weregoingcrazy.

Theyhadinjectedherearliertoandwaitedto

seeifsherespondstotheinjectionbutherbody

rejectedit.

Theywerenowtryingalltheycouldtosaveher.

Doc1:"Seeingthattheinjectiondidn'twork,we

havetoperform anemergencyc-section"

Theyrushedhertotheatreandac-sectionwas

performed.



Theirbabyboywasdeliveredjustlikethat,they

hadtoputhim inanincubatorbecausehewas

notfullydevelopedbutthedoctorexamined

him andhewasastrongyoungboy.

Ontheotherhandotherdoctorswerefighting

onsavingOyintandobut........themachines

beeped!!!

#Unedited
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*Snethemba*

Iseeherfadingaway,herhandsheldbytwo

olderpeople,amanandawoman.



Me:"Heavenlyfather,Idon'tknowwhosheis

butIfeelyouandmyancestorsareshowingme

thispersonforareason.Ican'tseeherface,

pleasemakemeseeher,pleaseprotecther.It

seemsshehaskids,shejustdeliveredanew

bornbabyandifshedieswhowilllookafterher

child?Iam prayingfather....."

JustasIwaspraying,herfacebecameclear,

it'sSfiso'sexwife,itbecameclear,likeitwasa

videobeingplayed,attherestaurant,the

womanwhoapproachedawaiter,gavehim

something,minuteslaterIseeOyintandoand

herhusbandwalking,afterorderingthewaiter

wentandpouredwhathegotfrom thewoman

earlierandIjustseethem passingoutandfrom

theretakentothehospital.



*NARRATED*

Atthehospitalthedoctorwheelsthebabyto

theThokozani'sward,heisstillinsidethe

incubator.

Thokozani:"Is...isthat...isthatmyson?"

ThedoctorsmilesbutThokozaniisn'thavingit,

hisheartbeatrises.

Doc:"YesMrDlamini,thisrighthereisyour

babyboy,stillverymuchyoungbutverystrong

foraprematurebaby,wethoughtyouwoulddo

withspendingtimewithhim"

Thokozanididn'tevenbotherlookingathisson,



helookedatthedoctorasifseekingfor

answers.

Thokozani:"DoctorIsaidsavemywifeandyou

chosetodotheopposite,Isaidsavemywife

notthisbaby.Wherethehellismywife?"

Hewasfuming,hesatupstraight.

Thedoctorsighed.

Doctor:"Sirweexhaustedalltheoptionswe

hadofsavingyourwifebutnoneofthose

optionsareworking,thedamagethatwasdone

toherbythatpoisonwastoomuchso

unfortunatelysheisonlifesupport,shecan't

breathonherown"

Thokozanihitthesidecupboard.



Thokozani:"Fuck!!!Iam payingthishospitala

fortune,savemywife!!!!"

Thebabycried,hiscriestoosoftandlow.

Doctor:"YouarescaringthebabyMr...."

Thokozani:"Idon'tgiveafuckaboutthestupid

baby....Iwantmywifealive"

ThatverymomentLondekaandherhusband

walkedinandassoonasLondeka'seyes

landedtothebabyintheincubatorshebroke

downandcried.

Herhusbandheldhertight,shecriedinhis

arms.



Doctor:"I'm sosorryforwhatyouaregoing

through,Oyintandoisonlifesupportandit'llbe

uptoyouasafamilytodecidewhetheryou

switchoffthemachineor...."

Thokozani:"Getthefuckout!!Getout!"

Thedoctorslowlywalkedout.

ThecryingLondekawalkedtotheincubator,

shesmiledthroughhertears,sayingalittle

prayerinsidethatOyintandosurvivesbecause

thelittlepersoninfrontofherneedshismom.

*Thokozani*

Everythingishappeningsofast,Idon'teven



knowwhattodo,Ifeelsohelpless,Ifeelso

weak.Ican'tevenlookattheincubatorthatis

placednexttomybed,Ifeelverysad,veryhurt

andveryangry.I'm soangryatthepersonthat

didthis,thatpersoncouldhavekilledme

insteadnotmywife,Iam tryingtoimaginehow

lifewouldbewithoutherbutIcan'tseem tofind

anything,lifewithoutOyiisempty,it'spointless

andveryworthless.

Islowlyturnedtolookatthisyoungbabyinthe

incubator,heissleepingpeacefullyanddoesn't

evenknowhismotherisfightingforherlife,he

lookslikeme,helooksexactlylikemeandhas

Oyi'scheekbones.

Tearsjustrolledoutofmyeyes,lovefilleditself

inmyheart.

Me:"Hey....sawubonaSibalikhulu,ubaba



uyaxolisangokuthethisamfanam.Ipromise

mommywillmakeit,sheisafighter,shewill

fightforyou,yourbrotherandsisters,shewill

fightfordaddy.Iloveyouboyboy,Iloveyouso

much"

Iwipedoffmytearsbuttheydidn'tseem to

stop,theyjustmadetheirwaydown.Igotup

from thebedandstoodnexttotheincubator,

helookssmall.HemovedhistinyfeetandI

brokedown,howcouldthishappen?Ishouldbe

experiencingthismomentwithmywifebuthere

Iam lookingatmysonmovehistinyfeetalone,

whodoIevennamehim?

AsIwascryingIfelthandstouchmyshoulder,

thescenttoldmeit'smymom.

Mom:"Ohmntanam"



ThatmomentIbecameamama'sboy,Icried

onhershoulder,mydadwalkedtotheincubator

andlookedatthebaby.

Mkhuseliwalkedin.

Mkhuseli:"Whythehelldidn'tyoutellme

Samkelisiweisbackintown?"

TheyalllookedatmebutatthatmomentIwas

justthinkingcoulditbethatshehassomething

todowiththis?

Me:"Ididn'tthinkitwasimportantandshe

camebackwithababygirl,sayingshe'smine.I

couldhavedeniedbutshelooksexactlylikeme,

Iwasplanningonbringingherhomebeforethis

happened"



Mkhuseli:"Wellthenthatbitchistheonethedid

this,shepaidthewaitertopoisonyouguys,as

tohowsheknewhowyouguysweregoing

thereIdon'tknowbutwhatIknowisthatit's

her,becausetheyarebloodyamateursthey

forgotaboutthecameras,theytriedframingthe

otherwaiterthatbroughtyourfoodbut...."

Me:"Ohfuck!!!Thewaiterthattookourorder

switchedwiththeonethatbroughtourfood,he

didn'tbringthefoodhimself.OhI'm sogoingto

killher"

Mom sighed.

Mom:"HowisOyintando?"



Me:"She'sonlifesupportmom,GodknowsI

can'tloseher,soonerorlatertheywillbetelling

ustoswitchoffthemachines"

Thatthoughtalonegavemegoosebumps,it

mademesoangry.

Mkhuseli:"Ahhhhisthatminiyou?"

Inodded,hewalkedtotheincubatorandplayed

withthebaby,Idoubthecouldevenhearorsee

him butMkhuselididn'tcare,hekeptatit.

*NARRATED*

InsideOyi'sward,shewassurroundedby

doctors,stilltryingtofigureoutwhatiswrong.



Shehadmachinesalloverher,shewasn't

breathingonherown.

Allofasuddenthemachineswentcrazy.

Doc:"Sheregainedherbreath,she'sbreathing

onherown"

Doc1:"Herbloodpressureisdropping,sheis

havingapanicattack"

Herchestroseupanddown,thistimeitwasso

intense.

Doctorsstartedrunningaround,injectingher

andputtingondrips,themovingofthechest

stopandbeeeeeeeeeeepp.



Doc1:"Welosther"

Theytriedalltheycould,theyfailed.They

startedwritingdownontheirnotepads,so

checkingher.

Doc2:"Timeofdeath19:25"

#Unedited
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Promisedelivered.

TomorrowIam postingthelastinsertof

BAHWWMPandwillbestartingwithSimbo

gile'sjourney
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*Londeka*

WewereinThokozani'sward,withhisparents

andhisbrother.Everyonefussingoverthebaby

butthat'sthethings,hehasnonameyet,heis

justa"Baby"

Me:"Whenareyounaminghim?"

Thokozani:"MakuvukaiSthandwaSam"(When

mylovewakesup)

Ismiled,I'veseenlovebefore,myhusband

lovesmesurebutneverhaveIeverseen

somethinglikethis,Thokozanilovesmysister

toapointofobsession.



Inoddedandjustthenthedoctorwalkedin.

Thokozani:"HeyDoc...doyouhaveanygood

newsonmywife?"

Shekeptquiet.

Me:"Ismysisterokay?"

ShesighedandIknowthatlook,Iknowittoo

well.

Ishookmyhead,tearseffortlesslymadetheir

waydownmycheeks,Ifeltabitdizzyandmy

breathingpatternchanged,Ididnotwantto

hearthis,it'snotwhatI'm thinkingitis.

Theroom becamesilent,toosilent.



Doc:"Wetriedallwecould,thehospitalhasthe

bestDoctorsbutunfortunatelywelosther,we

couldn'tsaveher."

Everythingbecameblank,Irememberthewhole

room spinningandthenitwasdark.

*Thokozani*

Ilookedather,readherfacehopingtofinda

signthatshowsshe'sjokingbutIfoundnone,

she'sserious.Everyonelookedatme,the

doctorwentandcroucheddowntoLondeka

whopassedout,shethenwentoutandcame

backwithotherswhoputheronastretcher.

Doc:"I'm sorryMrDlamini,mydeepest



condolencestoyouandyourfamily"

Iheardhertalkingbutsomewordsdidn'tmake

sense,theywerenotAudible.Iclosedmyeyes

andtearsstreameddown.

Ilookedatmyson,heissoyoung.Whatam I

goingtodo?Whatam Igoingtotellthegirls

andSimbongile?Howam Igoingtoleave

withouther?

Mymom cameandhuggedmetight,shewas

alsointears.

Mywifecan'tbedead,she'snotdead.Westill

hadalottodotogether,wehadmorebabiesto

make,wehadtogetmarriedandsharealife

togetherforeverandnow?Noshe'snotdeadI

refusetobelievethat.



Ipushedmymom gentlyawayfrom me,Igot

upfrom thebed.

Mkhuseli:"Whereareyougoing?"

Iignoredhim andwalkedoutoftheward,soon

asIwasoutIstartedrunningaroundlookingfor

mywifeineachandeveryward,shoutingher

nameandaskinghertorespond.

Me:"Mama!!!Sthandwasam"

IcouldhearMkhuselirunningbehindmebutI

wantOyintandotoshowthem she'snotdead,I

wanthertotellmeshe'sokayandwewillget

married,Iwanthertocomeandseeourbaby.



Me:"She'snotdead!!BabyIknowyounotdead"

Everyonewasnowlookingatme,Iknowthey

thinkI'm crazy,I'm notcrazy,Iwantmywifeto

cometome.

Mkhuseli:"Doccan'tyoudosomethingtomake

him stop?"

It'sthesameDoctorthatdeclaredmywifedead,

Ilookedather.

Me:"Iwanttoseeher"

Doc:"She's...."



Me:"IsaidIwanttoseeher!!!Don'ttellmeany

stories,Iwanttoseeher"

Shesighedandsaid"Followme"

Ifollowedher,behindmewasMkhuseli.

Wegottoherwardandshewascoveredina

whitecloth,from herfacegoingdown.

Me:"Getout,bothofyou"

Mkhuseli:"Thokoz..."

Iturnedtolookathim,hereallywantstopiss

meoffIsee.



Me:"Ineedamomentwithmywife,getout"

Theyslowlywalkedout,Iopenedthecloth.Her

eyeswereclosed.

Me:"Baby"

Shekeptquiet,whyisshenotsayinganything?

Sheshouldanswerme,Iwanttohearsaybaba.

Iheldherhand,shewascold.Icouldn'tcontrol

mytears,Ijustbrokedown.

Me:"Youpromised,youpromisedmethatyou'd

neverleaveme.Mamaungithembisile,what

shouldIdowithmyself?Whatam goingtodo



withalltheloveIhaveforyou...the...thekids

Sthandwasam,whatwillItellthem?Ican'ttell

them youaredead,weneedyou,we....babywe

needyou,howwillItakecareofourkidsalone?

Wehaveababyboy,whowillhesaymom to?

Vukababy,Vuka!!!Vukaaaaa!!!!"

Istartedshakingher,Icriedoutloud.Whoever

saidmendon'tcriedclearlyhasneverfeltthe

painI'm feelingrightnow,she'snotwakingup.

Me:"Mamawakeup!!!!"

ThedooropenedandMkhuseliandtwodoctors

camein,theyheldmetightsoIcouldstop

shakingher.

Mkhuseli:"Bafolethergo,shediedahappy



woman,shediedknowingyoulovedher,lether

goSibalikhulu"

Me:"No....No!!!Nobabyyoucan'tdothistome,

toourkids....you...youcan't"

Thedoctorinjectedmeandwithinafew

minutesIpassedout.

*Mvelo*

Ihonestlycan'tbelieveshe'sgone,I'm still

tryingtodigestit.Iam drivingtotheirhouse,as

abigbrother,anuncleIam facedwithtelling

thekidsthattheirmotherisnomore,howdoI

breaktheirheartslikethat?HowdoIevenbegin

tellingthem whenImyselfcan'tbelieveit?

TearskeeponblindingmeandIwipethem off



becauseIdon'twannacauseaccidentsonthe

roadduetonotseeingproperly.

Iam expectedtobestrongbuthowwhenmy

littlesisterisdead?

Ican'tlive...

Iflivingiswithoutyou

Ican'tlive...

Ican'tgiveanymore....

Iam playingMariahCarey'withoutyou'

Howwilllifebefrom hereon?

Ifinallyarrivedanddrovein,Isatonthedrive

wayforawhile.Thinkingofnicerwaysof

hurtingthekids.



Ifinallygatheredthestrengthandwalkedin.

Ifoundthem watchingTV,theywereeven

laughingbutSimbongilewasabsentfrom

whatevertheywerewatching,hewastooquiet.

Olu:"OhheyUncleMvelo,how'smom andUncle

Tkdoing?"

Shani:"Aretheygonnabeokay?"

Iclosedmyeyes,GodpleaseIneedstrength.

Me:"Guyspleasecomesitnexttome,Ineedto

tellyousomething"

Simbongile:"Ialreadyknowwhatyouwantto



tellusUncleMvelo"

Ismiledandaskedwhat?

Simbongile:"Youwanttotellusthatmom is

dead"

Ichokedonsaliva,tosayIwasshockedwould

beputtingitlightly,Iwasbeyondshocked,how

doesheknow?

Oluhle:"Simbongile!!!Never!!!Nevereversay

thatagain,howcanyouplayaboutdeath?"

Hekeptquietandkeptastraightface.

Me:"Whyareyousayingthatboy?"



Simbongile:"BecauseIsawGogoandMkhulu

holdingherhandandgoingwithher,theycame

tovisitmeandtoldmetobestrongformy

sistersandbrotherandthatwewon'tseemom

againbutshewillcomeandvisitus

sometimes"

Isighed,Idon'tunderstandwhyancestors

wouldbecommunicatingwithhim,heistoo

youngtobeseeingsuch.

Oluhle:"UncleMveloisittrue?"

Icouldseehershaking,shewasclosetotears.

ImadeherandOluhlesitonmylap.



Me:"Youknowmyself,UncleTk,yourdadand

AuntyNdekaloveyouright?"

Olunodded.

Me:"Yes...IwantyoutoknowthatAunty

Londekawillalwaysbelikemommytoyou,we

willalwaysbethereforyou,wewillalwaystake

careofyouandprotectyou"

Oluhlewasnowintears,she'soldenoughand

sheunderstandsthesethings.

Me:"Mom couldn'tmakeit,thedoctorstried

savingherbuttheycouldn't.Thereforemommy

passedon,shewenttoheaven"



Sbani:"Wewillneverseeheragain?Sowill

AuntyNdekabutmedressesthatmommy

boughtforme"

Oluhlejustbrokedown,Iheldhertight.

ShecriedsomuchthatIendedupintears

myself,Sbanibrushedhersister'sbutIcould

seethatshewasalsohurtthatshewon'tsee

hermom again.

Me:"AreyouokaySbanisaMalume?".

Shestartedtearingup.

Sbani:"Iwantmymom,shelovesme"



Godpleasegivemestrength,Ilookedat

Simbongile,it'slikehewaslostinhisownworld,

hegotupandwenttothekitchenandcame

backwithaglassofwater.

Hegaveittohisoldersisterwhowasweeping

painfully.

*NARRATED*

AWEEKLATER.

IthasbeenasadweekforboththeMbathas

andtheDlaminis,comingtotermswiththe

deathofOyintandowasveryhard.Theyhadto

prepareforthefuneraleitherway,Thokozani

wassittingonamattressbecausetraditionally

him andOyintandoweremarried.

Hewasnottalkingnoreating,hejustheldonto



Oyi'spicture.

Friends,Thokozani'scolleaguesandOyi's

workerswerecominginandouttoshowlove

andsupport.

Sfisowasalsotheretosupporthiskids

becauseheknowshowfondoftheirmother

theywere,hehadtobethereastheirfatherto

holdtheirhand.

FinallySaturdaycame,thedaytheyfinallypay

hertorest.

Everyonewasinthetent,theservicehadbegun

andpeoplewhowereclosetoherspoke.

Thokozani'stimetospeakarrived,hestoodup

andwenttostandatthefront.

Thokozani:"Mama...Sthandwasam.Iam not

readytosaygoodbye,Idon'twanttosay



goodbye.Ithurtsmylove,ithurtssobad.Iam

tryingtofindawaytodealwiththisbutIfind

none,Ifeelsoempty,I'm deadinside.Whydid

youhavetodie?Howcouldtheytakeyouaway

from me?Thelovethatissomuchinmyheart,

whatam Igoingtodowithit?"

Hewipedoffhistearsandsighed,hetookher

picturefrom thecasketandlookedatit,he

smiledthroughthetears,thenchuckled.

Thokozani:"Irememberthefirsttimeyousaw

meatthemall,Ihadbeenfollowingyoufora

whilebutyouonlysawmethatdaybecauseI

tookSbaniforicecream withoutyour

knowledge,youfreakedoutandwhenyou

finallyfoundusyousuretoldmethewaytoget

off.Thatday...thatdayIfellinlovewithyou

evenmore,youwerefeisty,sobeautifuland



whatIlovedmoreaboutyouishowyouloved

yourkids.BabyI'm standingheremakinga

promisetoyou,thosekidsaremykidstoo,I

knowtheyhaveafatherbutI'm theirfathertoo,

Iwillplaytherolethatyouwereplaying.Iwill

takethem tothesalontogettheirhairdone,I

willwashtheirhaireverynowandagainjustlike

youdidandIwillmakesureSimbongilegetsa

goodgirlfriendlikeyoualwaystoldhim.They

areourkidsandthelovethatyougavethem,I

willmultiplyit.OnelastthingSthandwasam,

youandIweresupposedtogetmarried,Ihada

ringmadespeciallyforyouandIwouldlikeyou

totakeitwithyou,asasignofmylove,my

eternallove"

Peoplewereintears,Sfisoontheotherhand

admiredtheguy,helovedhowThokozaniloved

hiskidsandhelovedhowhelovedOyi.



Thokozaniwentandopenedthecasket,not

caringwhatpeoplesay,heslippedtheringinto

Oyi'sfinger,hekissedherandbrokedownthat

verymoment.Mkhuseliwentandheldhim tight

ashepouredthedropsofhistearsintothe

casket,heclosedthecasketandlookedbackto

it.

Thokozani:"Iam makingavowtoneverfallin

loveagain,youaretheonlywomanI'lleverlove

andIpromisethatIwon'tgivethelovethat

belongstoyoutoanyoneelse.Alsomamaour

son,Iwantedtonamehim whenyouwakeup

but...butyoudidn't,I'm naminghim Philangezwi

PhakadeDlamini,Phakadeisourson,our

symboloflove.Iwillraisehim well,Iloveyou

baby,Iloveyounowandforever"

Hewentandsatdown.



ThenextpersontostandupwasCeleste.

Shehadpuffyeyesfrom allthecrying,she

stoodthereandwipedoffhertearswiththe

tissueandlookedatthepictureonthecasket.

Celeste:"From beingmyclient,tobeingmy

businesspartnerthenmybestfriend.I

rememberhowjollyyouwerewhenIfirstmet

you,youweresobeautifulandhadabeautiful

heart...I...Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.My

friendpleaseknowthatyourkidsarenotalone,

Iwillalsoplaymypartinraisingthem,Iwill

makeyouproudandflyourbusinessuphigh.I

rememberthelasttimeIcalledyou,you

braggedtomeandsaidyouarethehousewife

withstyle,thehousewifethatmakesmoney,

youlovedstayingathomeandnotcomingto



workanymorebutyoualsolovedtakingcareof

businesswhileatit,Isaidtoyouinoneofthe

meetingswehad"Friendyouareglowing"and

yourespondedbysaying"Beingahousewifeis

yourprofession,youaremasteringit"Iloveyou

somuchfriend,mayyourestineternalpeace,

beagoodguardianangel.Iwillofficiallybe

changingourboutiquenameto"Thehousewife

withstyle".

Shethenwenttositdownandcried.

Theservicewentonandonandthentheywent

tothecemeterywheretheyfinallylaidherto

rest.

#Unedited
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*THEEND*

Ithasbeenaminuteguys,Ihadfun,lovedyour

commentsandyourneverendingsupport.

StaytunedforSimbongile'sjourney.


