
BADBOYSOFTHEGAME

NB:Tounderstandthisstoryyoumustreadthe

followingstoriesinchronologicalorderthat

theyarestated.

1.Untilyouaremine

2.Savemefrommyinlaws

3.ForbiddenLove

4.Ourfuture:Laustin&Fuwen

introduction

FUNI

Lifehasbeenpeacefulsincethelasttimewe

hadanencounter,mytwinshavegrownupthey

now5yearsandunfortunatelyalongtheway

wehadtobidCowen’sPartenalGrandmother

OlifantwhousedtobabysitthetwinsFarewell,

shepassedonwhenthetwinswere3yearsold

fromcomplicationsofpneumonia.Things



betweenMamakandCowenarestillrocky,i

don’tknowwhyCowencan’tseemtoforgive

heratall..

SinceShaneandCowenmadepeace,oratruce

ratherthingsgotbetterbetweenmyTwinsbut

nowtheyhavegonebacktotheiroldways.

SeanJuniorbeingthedominanttwinstillbullies

hisBrotherSade,ireallythoughtwewere

makingprogressidon’tknowwhattriggered

Seanagain.EversinceNannyOlifantwarnedus

aboutSeanandSade’shateforeachother

datingbacktoCowenandhistwinShane,iget

veryworriedthatShaneandCowenmightgoat

itagain.Ialmostlostmyhusbandthattime,

andidon’twannagobacktothatlifeagain…

ItwasaMondaymorningjustafter05:00amwe

alwayswakeupearlybecauseihavetoprepare

thetwinsfirstforPreschool,thenafterihaveto

getdressedforwork.

Weweredownstairseatingbreakfast,Seanand



Sadewerefightingforthelittletoythatcame

outofthecerealbox..

Sean:It’smine!

Sade:noit’smine!

Sean:Leaveityoupunk!!!

SeanpushedhisBrother,andhisBrotherfell

fromthechair..

Me:Sean!!(shouting)

Sadewasonthefloorcrying..

Me:andweredidyoulearnthatword?

Heignoredmeandplayedwithhistoy.Iwent

andhelpedSadetogetup..

Me:iamsorrymymuffinareyouhurt?

Henodded..

Ihuggedhim..

Me:sorrymunchkinMommyisgoingtobuyyou

sometoyslaterokay?



Henodded..

Sean:iwanttoystoo

Me:younotgettingany,youalreadyhave!

Sean:idon’tlikeyou

Me:thefeelingismutualidon’tlikeyoueither,

andiamgoingtocallCowenrightnowandtalk

tohimaboutyou!

HejumpeddownfromthechairandgaveSade

thetoythenstartedpattinghimontheback..

Sean:Sorry

AtleasticangettoscareSeanwithCowen

everynowandthenwhenhegetsnaughty..

Me:goupstairsandgetyourbackpacks

Theyrantothestairs..

Me:Norunning!!

Sade:YesMam’

Sademeltsmyheart,helistenstome,heisvery



respectfulandthenSeanontheotherhand

thinksiamhisfriend..

CowenandtheSkullswereatDurbanattheir

basecamptrainingforwhateverGodknows

what,hehasn’tbeenhomeforaweek.Heis

hardlyhomethesedaysifheisnotdoing

somethingwiththeskulls,heisperforming

hearttransplants..

Itookthehousephoneandcalledhim,butit

wentstraighttovoicemail..

Me:Cowenit’sbeentwodaysnowsinceyou

ain’tcalledmeandtheboys.Callmewhenyou

getthisiloveyouandwemissyou.

Iputthephonebackandlookedatthemess,i

reallycannotkeepupwiththeboysandmy

boutiquethenallthehousechores…

Theboyscamebackwiththeirbackpacks..

Sean:Readytogo!

Sade:Readytogo!



.

.

DIMA

Todayiwokeupfeelingnotgood,ihadcaught

theflu.Ihavebeenstrongforthepastdays

becauseFunineededmeattheboutiqueit’s

justthetwoofuswehaven’thiredaTempyet.

Myheadwasheavy,ihadablockedandrunny

noise,myeyeswereswollenanditchyidon’t

wannamentionmythroat..

Mybabygirlis4yearsoldandstillcuteasshe

waswhenshewasstillababy…

Thando:1…2..3..5..6..7…9…10!!

Shewasbouncingonmybed..

Her:lookmommyicancountto…

Sheshowedmeallthefingers..

Me:that’sgoodsweetheart

Her:wenotgoingtoschooltoday?



Me:Mommyisnotfeelingwell

Ican’thaveanyonedrivehertopreschoolshe

wouldneverallow.Sheonlywantsmeor

Shabbatodriveher…

ThingsbetweenmeandShabbahavebeenvery

good,weverymuchinlove.Ourmarriageis

goingverygood..

Me:PassMommyherphone

ShepassedmemycellphoneandicalledFuni

butshedidn’tpickup…

IcalledShabba,hehasn’tbeenhomefora

weekandiwasmissinghimsoverybad.Ithink

apartofmysicknesswasduetomemissing

him..

Him:Bunnybear

Me:dididisturbyou?

Him:youcanneverdisturbme

Isniffed..



Him:what’swrong?Areyoucrying?

Me:Noicaughttheflu

Him:didyougetMeds?

Me:ididn’tgettimetogetmedicationwewere

busyattheBoutique

Him:soundsbadbabyyouhavetoget

something

Me:ihavetobeatwork

Him:ucalileuyahlanyaneh?(youhavestarted

beingCrazy)

Me:ican’tdropFuniit’sjustthetwoofusyou

know

Him:Funihasdonebeing“Butherslowness,

butherbrains,buthernumnum”whatkindof

anEmployerisshe?Sheneedsathirdpartyfor

thiskindofsituationswhenoneofyougets

sick

Me:yougivingmeaheadache



Him:don’tboremeyounotgoingtowork!I

needtohaveawordwiththatwhenigetback

Thando:isthatDaddy?

Me:Someonewantstotalktoyou

Igaveherthephone..

Her:HiDaddy…Yes…

Shelookedatmeandthengotoffthebedtogo

andspeakinacornerbusywhispering,iknow

whenshedoesthatshe’ssnitchingonme

aboutSomething..

.

.

GESH

MyDaughterBontleisaheadache,aheadache

justlikeherMother…

Bontle:idon’twannafleshalotsoiwas

thinkingmaybesomethinglikethelatest

SamsungS8



Me:No

Her:comeonDadibetNaledihasitalready

Me:Tpeeisinhospitalhecan’tbuyNaledi

anything

Her:ShehasherGrandfather

Me:helpmeunderstandyouandNaledi

ningaboachuzzdownthelinebutyoualways

competingwitheachother,why?

Her:youwillneverunderstand

Iopenedthefridgeandfoundabottleofwine,it

washalfempty..

Me:hurryupSceloisgonnabeheretopickyou

upanyminute,whereisLwazi?

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Me:imcoming

Iheadedstraighttohisbedroom,hewas

packinghisbooks..

Me:Lwazi



Hehadhisheadsetson..

Me:Boy!(shouting)

Henoticedmestandingthereandhelowered

them..

Me:areyougonnabereadyanytimesoon?

Him:ng’cedile(imdone)

Me:goodgowaitforScelointhelounge

Hetookhisbagandwalkedtothelounge..

Icamebackintheearlyhoursofthemorningat

around04:00am,ihadbusinesstotakecareoff

andmymindtellsmethatNokhanyahasbeen

drinkingwhileiwasnotaround.Ithoughtwe

weremakingprogress..

Igottomybedroomandclosedthedoorshe

wasfastasleep..

Me:Khikhi

Noreply..

Iwenttoherandwokeherup..



Her:whatwhatwhat?

Isqueezedhercheekshard..

Me:don’tgivemethatattitude

Her:YiniGesh?(What)

Me:iamnotyourfriendyoudon’ttalktomelike

that

Icouldseerightthroughherthatshewashung

over..

Me:wehadadealthatifyoutouchalcohol

againyoupackingallyourshitandgetthefuck

outofmyhouse!

Her:what?Ididn’ttouchalcohol

Me:ngizok’shayaNokhanyayezwa?Youthinki

amafool?

Her:okayimighthavegotabitcarriedaway

lastnightwiththewinebutitwasthelasttime

Me:iwantyouout

Her:wheredoyouexpectmetogo?



Me:idon’tknowanddon’tcare

Istoodupandwenttothekidsandtheywere

chillingwithanunusualguest..

Me:Shane?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:iambackintownman!

Idon’tknowifShaneistryingtopissoffBraga

orheistryingtostartafightbetweenthe

bloodsandtheSkulls.
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GESH

Iwaitedforthekidstogotoschoolfirstbeforei

couldtalktoShaneidon’tknowwhyhewas

here.TheBloodsandtheSkullsmadeatruce,

himbeingbackisgoingtoruineverythingand

Rileywon’tbehappyaboutthis.

Me:whatthefuckareyoudoinghere?



Him:doyouhavebeer?

Hewenttothefridge,iwentandsatonthehigh

chair…

Him:nobeer?Onlywine?

Hetookoutthebottleofwine.

Him:sincewhendidyoubecomesoft?Wine?

Niggaareyouforreal?

Me:don’tdogdethequestion,whatthefuckare

youdoinghere?

Him:iamdownonmylucktriedpullingjobs

hereandthereneverwentwell,that’swhyim

back.Iwannabepartoftheteamagain

Me:areyouhearingyourself?

Him:iam

Hedrankthewinestraightfromthebottle..

Me:youbeingbackisgoingtocomplicate

things

Him:idon’tknowwhyeveryoneisscaredof



Bragaheain’tnoGod,NiggaI’vedoneseen

goodGangbangers!Betterthanhim

Me:Shanedon’ttellmeyoubackforrevenge

again

Him:iamnothereforBraga,hedoesn’tmove

me

Me:fuck!youlooksoomuchlikehim,except

fortheeyesyouhisfuckenreplicacan’tthetwo

ofyougetalong?

Heshookhisheadno..

Him:sometwinsaremeanttobeenemies

Heputdownthebottle..

Him:imalsogonnaneedaplacetocrash

Me:youain’tcrashinghereidon’twantthe

skullshereihavekidsandafiancé

Him:iamnotscaredofBraga

Me:youshouldbe

Him:fuckthatman!Hemytwiniknowhisevery



movebeforeheeventakesit

Me:youtwonevergrewuptogetheryoudon’t

knowhim..LookShaneyoustartingafightthat

willneverend

Him:iamnothereforBraganiggayoudeaf?

Me:finethenlet’sgotoRileyhewon’tbehappy

aboutthis

Istoodupandwenttothebedroomtogetmy

carkeys,Nokhanyawasupfixingthebed…

ItookmyKeysandphone.

Her:whereareyougoing?

Me:makesureyougonewhenigetback

Her:Geshplease

Me:iamserious!

Iwalkedouttothekitchen..

IlookedatShane..

Me:let’sbounce!



Wewalkedout..

.

.

FUNI

IdroppedthekidsatPreschoolicrouchedand

lookedatSade.

Me:areyouokaybaby?

Henodded..

Ihuggedhim.

Me:iloveyou

Hekeptquiet..

Me:youdon’tloveMommy?

Him:iloveMommy

Ikissedhimonhisforehead..

Me:okayenjoy

IlookedatSean..



Me:begood,ifihearyoubeennaughtyiam

callingCowenareweclear?

Henodded..

Me:ComegiveFuniahug?

Heshookhisheadnoandwalkedawaytohis

teacher…

Idon’tknowwhySeanislikethiswithme,i

wishCowenwashereheknowshowtoget

throughtohim..

Iwentbacktomycar,icheckedmyphone

beforedrivingihadatleast5missedcallsfrom

Dima.Iknowiamafewminuteslatebutshe

don’thavetocallthatmuch..

Icalledherback..

Her:Funi

Me:iknowiamrunningabitlateimsorry

Her:it’snotthat

Me:what’swrong?



Her:iamsorryicannotcometoworktodayi

amverysick

Shedidsoundsick..

Her:Myfluisworse

Me:ididtellyoutogetsomethingwhenyou

weresneezingalotlastweek

Her:Sorryfordroppingyou

Me:don’tbeyourhealthcomesfirst

Her:ipromiseilltrytogetsomethingtodayat

thepharmacythentomorrowillcome

Me:don’tbecrazytakeatleast3daysoff

Her:but

Me:I’llmanageillcloseearly

Her:areyousure?

Me:Yesillcomeandseeyoulater

Her:okaythankyou

Me:Bye



Ihungupandleanedonthestarringwheel,this

cannotbehappening.Mylifeisamess,

Pressureleft,right,andcenter.

ItookmyphoneandcalledCowenagain,went

straighttovoicemail.

Me:Cowenyouknowwhatiamdone!Icannot

dothisanymore.Thekids,theboutiqueiam

underpressureicannotdothisaloneineedyou.

Youhavesomemajordecisionstomake

Brotheritseitherusortheskulls!!!

Iwasdone,ifhedoesn’tgethisshittogetheri

amtakingthekidsandwegone….

.

.

LAURIAN

Mylifehasn’tbeenacrystalstair,thelasttime

youheardaboutmeandAustiniwaspregnant.

Austinandiweweresupposedtogetmarried

butthatdidn’tworkatall,iwasstillbrokenby



whatmyFatherdidtomeiwastooproudto

evengofortherapybecauseatthebackofmy

mindsomesmalllightbulbconvincedmethatif

youhaven’tbeenthroughwhatihavebeen

throughthenthere’snothingwegonnatalk

about.Igavebirthtoababyboyhisnameis

Sidneyandheis3yearsold.Sidhashealth

problems,whenhewasbornhehadtostayat

thehospitalforawhilebecauseduringmy

pregnancyiliterallyputhislifeindanger.Iwas

drinkingheavily,doingdrugs,sleepingaroundi

actuallyhitthepointofnoreturn.Ilost

everythingmybusiness,myhome,myfiancé,

evenmySon.AustinhasfullcustodyofSid,i

amonlyallowedsupervisedvisitationsthree

timesaweekyoucanimaginehowdifficultthat

is.Givingbirthtoababythatyoucan’tkeep.

Peoplecanjudgemealltheywantit’sokaybut

youwillneverunderstandhowdeepmypain

lies,watchingstoriesofothergirlswhofell

victimtoHonourkillingsandtheywere



unfortunatethattheyactuallydiedinthehands

oftheirfamiliesdepressedmemore.Knowingi

wasavictimofthatandbeingpersecutedby

myownFathergavemenopeace,

Rememberingtheshootingatthebackofhis

carandseeingmylittleSisterdyingnexttomei

sweartoGodnohumanbeingcancomeback

fromthat.Nomatterhowstrongyouarebut

thatkindofpainyouneverrecoverfromit..

Austinisdoingverywellforhimself,sincehe

partneredwithThobekgalePharmaceuticalshe

iswellofffinancially.Hesoldouroldhouseand

gothimselfanotherbighouseandheisalso

engagedtobemarriedsoon.Ifheishappythen

ihavetoaccept,thatpoorsoulwaitedforme

hewaitedformetorecoverbutididn’tcome

back.Ididn’tcomebackatall…

Iamcurrentlyhomeless,isleeponthecouchat

myBestfriend’splace.Justlikemesheisa

crackheadtoo,herBoyfriendistheonewho

suppliesuswithHeroinbutheisajerkwhenmy



friendturnsaroundheisuponthecouch

humpingmethat’showipayformynextfix…

IwasattheparkitwasmydaytoseeSid,iwas

wearingalongsleevetshirtsothatAustin

doesn’tseethemarks.

Ihaven’tgottenafixforthepasttwodays,i

didn’twantAustintothinkthatiamnotmaking

Progresshehasmadeitclearthatifidon’tstop

hewillmakesurethatineverseeSidagain..

Itwasdifficultformetobemynormalself,i

neededafixandineededitnow..

Hiscarparkednotfarfromwereiwassitting,

hegotoutandwenttothebackseattogetSid

out.Istoodup..

Me:actNormalLaurianhewon’tsee,hewon’t

seethatyoustillusing

Theymadetheirwaytome…

Me:HeySid

Ikneltdownastheygotclosertome..



Austinletgoofhishandandhecametome,i

huggedhim..

Me:Heybabyihavemissedyou,didyoumiss

metoo?

Henodded..

IlookedupatAustin..

Me:thankyouforbringinghim

Helookedathiswristwatch…

Him:whatever..Youhaveanhour!

That’showwecommunicatethesedays,

neverthelessiappreciatehimforallowingmeto

seemySon..

Hewentandsatonthebenchkeepinghimself

busywithhistablet..

IlookedatSid..

Me:doyouwannagodowntheslidefirst?

Henodded..



Me:okaylet’sgo

Igotupandheldhishandthenweapproached

theslide..

Ipickedhimupandtriedtogethimatthetop

whenAustincalledout…

Austin:Eyywhatthefuckdoyouthinkyou

doing??GetmySondownfromthere!!

IputSiddownashemadehiswaytous..

Him:areyoutryingtokillmySon?

Me:helikestheslide

Him:howthefuckareyougonnabeableto

preventhimfromfallingwhenhegoesdown

theslide?

Me:Austin..

Him:Nolookatyourself!Youfuckenshaking!

Whenwasthelasttimeyouhadafix?3days

ago?2daysago?

Me:don’ttreatmelikethat



Him:youdisgustmeLaurian!Ifitwasuptome

youwouldn’tevenbeseeingSidrightnowiam

justdoingitsothathecanatleastbea

motivationforyoutogotorehabandgetbetter,

getbetterforhimhedoesn’tdeservethis!!

(shouting)

Sidstartedcryingipickedhimup..

Me:Calmdownyouscaringhim

Him:puthimdownthewayyoushakingican’t

trustyou,youmightdrophim

Iputhimdownandhepickedhimup..

Icouldn’tstopthetears..

Me:iknowthatyouhurtAustin,iknowthatI’ve

hurtyoubutyoumakingabigdealoutof

nothing!Ithoughtyouwerehappywithyour

fiancé

Him:openingyourlegsforeveryfuckenmess

outthereforanextfixisnotabigdeal?

Me:don’tjudgeme



Him:ican’tevenlookatyourightnow!

Hewalkedaway..

Me:Austin!..Austin!!

Istaredathimwalkingawaywhileitriedtohold

backthetears.PART2BADBOYSOFTHE

GAME
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AUSTIN

Laterthatnightiwaslayingonmybedbusyon

mylaptopcheckingoutsomeofthebestrehab

facilitiesthatwehaveinSouthAfrica,ihave

beencheckingthemforthepast30minthati

neglectedmypaperwork.

Thingshavebeenlookingupforme,eversince

thatanalgesiciintroducedtoThobekgale

Pharmaceuticalsitmademealotofmoney,it

overflowedmywalletandbankaccount.Iam

currentlyengagedtoabeautifulladybythe



nameofNonhlanhla,sheisapharmacistby

professionmetheratworkbutwedon’twork

togethershewasastudentattheThobekgale

Academysoafterherstudiesshewasfrequent

atworkwhileTpeewastryingtogetheraspot

atsomepharmacy…

Wehavebeenengagedforayearnowandwe

aregettingmarriedinafewmonthstime,My

MotherandmySisterloveNhlanhlamorethan

theylovedLaurianwhatiamisayingtheyhated

Lauriantheyhavealwayshatedher..

Nhlanhlaisperfectificanputitthatway,she’s

humble,obidient,doesn’tdrink,party,noneof

thatshit.ShelovesmySonandshelovesme..

Shecameoutfromthebathroom,herbodywas

stillwetshehadatowelaroundherbody..

Her:youshould’vejoinedmelove

Iwasfullyfocusedonwhatiwasdoingthati

unintentionallyignoredher..



Afterawhilesheclosedmylaptop.

Me:and?

Shesatdownnexttome..

Her:Austinforhowlongareyougonnakeep

thisup?

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:didn’tyoutrytakingLauriantorehab?How

manytimesdidshebreakout?

Me:what’syourpointbaby?

Her:Loveyoucannothelpsomeonewho

doesn’twannabehelped

Iputthelaptopaway..

Me:shehastogethelpforSid

Her:areyoudoingthisforSidoryoudoingthis

foryou?

Me:SidneedshisMotherpresentinhislife

Her:SidisdoingperfectlyfinewithoutLaurian



Isighed..

Her:iloveyouAustinbutatthesametimeiam

scared

Me:Scaredofwhat?

Her:youloveLaurianicanseeandiamscared

thatyoumightthinkofgoingbacktoher

Icould’vetakenLaurianwithdrugsbutwhat

reallyfuckedmeupwashersleepingaround,

shecheatedonmeevenwhenshewas

pregnantwithmybaby..SheputSidthrougha

lot.

Me:Laurianismypastthere’sno“us”anymore

Her:youhurtingAustintrying,forcingyourself

toforgetaboutheriskillingyouicansee

Me:youcould’vemadeagoodpsychologist

Her:ifyouwantoutjusttellmenowplease

don’thurtmeinthelongrun

Nhlanhlaistryingtomakeherselfseemlikea



Messiahinallofthis,butsheknowsthatifi

breakupwithhermyMotherandSisterthey

literallygonnaslitmythroat,theyalways

defendingher..

Myphonerang,itwasJake.

Me:ihavetotakethis,it’sfromwork

Ikissedheronhercheekandgotoutofbed..

JakeisourPI,heworksfortheskullsandihave

askedhimtofindoutformewhoLaurianis

fuckingnowandwhoishersupplier..

Iwentandansweredmyphoneatthekitchen..

Me:Jake

Him:Austin

Me:talktome

Him:sheiscrashingwithsomedrugdealerand

thedrugdealer’sgirlfriendwhoalsohappensto

beLaurian’sbestfriend.Fromthelookofthings

heisfuckingthemboth,heownsthem,andhe



evenabusesthem

Me:Address?

Him:ihaveE-mailedyou

Me:goodworkJake

Him:justdoingmyjob

SinceTpeeisinhospitaliamfullhandsonat

workthat’swhyicouldn’tevengotothe

bootcampwiththeskulls.Eventhoughiam

busybutiwannadothisalone,withoutthehelp

oftheskulls.Iwannabetheonetoblowupthat

Nigga’sworldforfuckingupmybabymama..

.

.

NOKHANYA

Iwasaloneinthehouse,Geshtookthekidsto

goandeatouticouldn’tjointhemididn’t

wannajointhem.Thingsaren’tgoodbetween

usidon’twantthekidstosensethetension..



Afterbathingiwenttothefridgetocheckmy

wineanditwasn’tthereGeshmusthavepoured

itdownthedraindammit!!.Iamdealingwitha

lotinmyliferightnowthaticanonlyget

througheachandeverydaywhiledrunk,i

cannotfacelifesoberanymoremylife

problemsaretoooverwhelming.

Geshhascutmeofffinancially,myMother

knowsthatidrinkalotshehascutmeofftoo

theonlypersonwhohasbeenhelpingmeismy

BrotherLungaiguessthenewshaven’tgotto

himyet.Ican’tcallLungaandaskhimfor

money,hesentmeR1000twoweeksagoandi

blewitupattheclubdrinkingeverynowand

then..

Ineededtothinkofsomeoneelsewhocanhelp

meout,someonewhodoesnotknowaboutmy

problem.Qondicameintomymind,shehas

moneyshe’sstillworkingforGesh..

Itookmyphoneandcalledher…



Qondi:Khanyo?

Me:heysis

Her:Fede?

Me:iamgoodandyou?

Her:imgoodtoo..Damnithasbeenawhile

Me:that’strue

Her:howiseverything?

Me:everythingis..

Her:Yeah?

Me:financiallyiamnotdoinggood

Her:isn’tGeshproviding?

Me:heisbutwehavebeenfightinglatelyand

wedon’tseeeyetoeye

Her:that’sbad

Me:toomuch

Wekeptquiet..



Me:uhmQondi

Her:talktome

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:canyoupleasehelpmeoutwithR500?

Her:for?

Me:ihavetobuymyselfsomethings

Her:whatthings?

Me:thingsthatineed

Her:can’tyouaskGesh?

Me:itoldyounjenathatwenotseeingeyeto

eye

Her:idon’tknoweyy

Me:whatisR500toyou?

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Qondi

Her:Khanyoiknow



Iswallowed..

Me:knowwhat?

Her:uyisdakwaNokhanya(youareadrunk)

Me:Wow!Myownsistersayingsuchtome?

Qondi:youneedhelp

Iloweredmyphone..

Iwasmadhowcanshesaythattome?Iam

notadrunkidon’tevendrinkeveryday.There’s

peoplewhodrinkeverydayandiamnotoneof

them!

Thedooropened,Geshwalkedinwiththekids..

Ilookedatthem..

Me:heyguys

Theykeptquietmykidsdidn’tlooklikethey

wantedanythingtodowithme..

Bontle:I’llbeinmyroom

ShewalkedawayfollowedbyLwazi..



Gesh:ithoughtthatyou’llbegone

Me:Whydoyoutellpeoplethatngiyisdakwa?

Him:uyisdakwaveleNokhanya

Me:that’showyouseeme?

Him:iamnotinthemoodtogobackandforth

withyouaboutthisimgoingtobednight..

IwashurtveryhurtthatGeshseesmethatway,

hehaslostallrespectforme..

Isatdownonthekitchenfloorandstarted

crying..

Ifonlyheunderstoodwhatiamgoingthrough,

heisalsopartofmypain.Himsleepingaround

withProstitutes,thetraumaheputmethroughi

couldn’tanymore…

Hecameandsatnexttome…

Him:whatshouldidotogetmyfiancéback?I

wantmyoldKhikhiback

HetriedtouchingmebutIshifted…



Him:YinikantiNokhanya?(what’swrong)

Iwasdoneiwasveryhurt..

Him:youknowwhathurtsmethemost?You

don’twannatalktome,pleasetalktome

Idon’twannatalkanymore,idon’twant

anything..

Him:(exhaling)asmuchasyouhurtingyoualso

hurtingmetoo.Uyang’khawathablindfuthi!

.

.

FUNI

Iwasupinmybedroompackingthefirstthingi

didwheniknockedoffwastofetchthekids

anditookthemtoMamak’splace,iwillbe

rentingaflatforawhileandwhenimsettledi

willgoandgetthem…

IamdonewithCowen,hehasabandonedusi

amaloneinthismarriageiammarriedto



myself…

Afterpackingiwenttothebathroomandleft

himamessageonthemirror,iwroteitwithmy

redlipstickwhichread:

“youhavejustlostyourfamily,ihopetheskulls

willkeepyouwarmatnight”

Ikissedthemirror.

“thisisyourlastkiss.GoodbyeBraga”PART3

BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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NOKHANYA

Iknowthattoothersmytroublesseemlikean

excuseformetodrink,butinactualfactmylife

hasbeenaroller-coasterride.Itallwentdown

hillwhenDaddydiedandThandosinceheisthe

firstbornhehadtotakeoverandbetheheadof

theFamily.Iknewthathehasalwayshaditin

forGeshandtheyneversaweyetoeyeinalot



ofthings,itgotworsewhenhestrongly

believedthatGeshwasbehindDaddy’sdeath.

Thingsspiraledoutofcontrolwhenirefusedto

leaveGeshevenwhenhemistreatedmeand

cheatedonmethat’swhenThandoforcedthe

familytocutalltieswithmeandmySon.He

toldmySonnotsogoodthingsaboutGeshand

hekeepsonenforcingtheissueofmeand

Geshbeingrelatedthatwenotsupposedtobe

together,Thandoruinedmylifeinsomany

ways.IcannotphysicallyseemyMother

becauseIamnotallowedtosetfootathomei

onlyhavearelationshipwithmyMotherover

thephoneshehasn’tseenLwaziforyearsnow

andit’sjustcrazy.Igotseriouslydepressed

thatihadtodropoutofvarsityandthat’swhen

myalcoholaddictionsurfaced,alcoholand

constantlyclubbingbecamethetwothingsi

confidedin..

Ihavebeensincebattlingwiththeaddiction..

Thefollowingdayitwasaholidaythekids



didn’tgotoschooltheyweresittingonthe

couchwatchingTVandGeshwasnotaround..

Me:Morning

Theygreetedmebackwiththeireyesfocused

ontheTv..

Me:didyallhavebreakfastyet?

Bontle:No

Me:whatwouldyallliketohave?

Lwazi:Nothing

IforgothowdifficultLwazicanbe..

Me:Ohw

Iheardaknockatthedoor.

Me:imcoming

Iwalkeduptothedoortoopenanditwas

Thando,whatahugesurprise..

Me:Thando?

Iopenedthedoorwider..



Me:Comein

Hewalkedin..

WhatisThandodoinghere?

Me:whatapleasantsurprise

Hedidn’tsaynothingjustlookedaround..

Me:canigetyousomethingtodrink?

Helookedatme..

Him:Nocanwetalk?

Me:Yeswecan

Wewalkedtothekitchen..

Me:it’sgoodtoseeyou

Him:iwishicansaythesame

Hedefinitelyisn’thereformilkandcookies..

Him:I’llgetstraighttothepoint

Me:Okay

Him:iwantyoutomovebackhometogether



withLwazi

Thatsoundedgoodbutisensedalotofties

tiedaroundthatstatement..

Me:Ookay

Him:whatdoyousay?

Me:soundsgood

Him:itisMomneedsyouandhim

Me:hisnameisLwazi

Him:couldn’tcareless

There’stheThandothatiknow..

Him:whileyouatitiwantyoutocutallcontact

withGeshhewillneverseeyouandLwaziever

again

Me:that’swrongGeshisLwazi’sFather

Him:idon’tcareNokhanya!

Me:Whydoyouhavetobelikethis?

Him:whyareyousidingwithanenemy?



Me:iamnotsidingwithhim

Him:butyouhere!

Me:Okayyoureallyareupsettingmenow

Him:itakeityounotcomingbackhome

Me:no

Him:DammitNokhanya!Whatisitaboutthis

guythatyouchoosehimoveryourfamily?He

doesn’tloveyouifhedidhewouldn’thavekilled

yourFather,ifhedidhewouldn’thavecheated

onyou!Hecausedyoualotofpain!

Me:maybeyoushouldleave

HestoodupandtookoutafewR100notes

Him:buyyourselfsomethingtodrinksinceyou

analcoholicnow,that’syournewlifeisn’tit?

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedaway..

Isatdownandlookedatthemoneywithtears

falling,adrinkcouldbewhatIneedtoshadow

mypain..



Lwaziwalkedintothekitchen..

Him:areyoualright?

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Yesiamfinehoney

Him:didheupsetyou?

Me:it’sfineLwazi

Him:idon’tlikehowhetreatsyou

Me:there’snothingwecandosomeother

peoplearejustbadit’swhotheyareandyou

can’tchangeit

Bontlewalkedintoo…

Bontle:weheardeverythinghesaidareyou

goingtotakeLwaziandleave?

Me:i..

Bontle:youareconsideringit?

Me:Bontle..

Bontle:ithoughtwewereaFamilybutnowyou



guysaregonnaleaveusjustlikethat?

Ididn’tknowwhattosay..

Shewasbreaking..

Her:iwishihadperfectparentslikeNaledi’s

parentsoruncleRileyandAuntyAnathi

Sheranout..

Lwazi:iamnotleavingifyouleaveyouwill

leavealone

Healsowalkedout…

.

.

LAURIAN

Thehardestthingthatihavetodoistosleep

withmybestfriend’sboyfriendjustsoicanget

thenextfix,it’snotthatmybestfrienddoesn’t

knowbutwhatcanshedoorsayaboutit?One

wordfromhershewouldbedeadorhomeless..

Almostthewholenightihadsexwiththisguy,I



wasbasicallyhighthroughandthroughsohe

tookadvantageofthatanditseemslikeheis

nottheonlyonewhopleasuredhimselfbuthis

friendsdidtoo.Iwokeupwithaverysoreand

itchyVagina,justgoestoprovewhathappened

lastnight..

Iwokeupnakedinhisbedwithabitofa

headachetoo..

Igotoutandgotatoweltocovermyselfup

thenmademywaytotheLounge,hewas

sittingonthecouchsmokingacigaretteand

rollingupsomeweedinsmallpackages..

Him:andtheresheisthestarofthemoment

Me:Morning

Him:howdidyousleepsweetness?

Me:idon’tknowiwashigh

Hechuckled..

Him:youwereoutbutthenyousatisfiedour

sexualhunger



Me:howmanywereyou?

Him:4

Me:wasprotectionused?

Him:doyouthinkwestupid?

Hearinghimtellmeabouttheeventsoflast

nightmademefeeldirty,itmademefeelreal

dirty!

Him:haveyoutriedCocainebefore?

Ididn’tcareaboutthatfornowmymindwas

stillstuckonwhathetoldme

Hetookthesmallplasticwithwhitepowderand

gaveittome..

Him:tryit

Itookit..

Him:youtakecareofmeitakecareofyou,it’s

awinwintypeofsituation!

.



.

BRAGA

TheSkullshavebeenfullycommittedto

traininghardforthepastfewweeks,wealways

makesurethatwedothingsinadvance

becauseweneverknowwhenwesupposedto

goonamissionorwhenwillourenemiesstrike,

wealwayshavetobeprepared.Beingthe

leaderoftheskullsihadtomakesurethat

otherSkullsinplaceslikeCapeTowncarryout

thetrainingtoobyconstantlybeingincontact

withthemviaSkypeihadmyhandsfullialso

hadtokeepupwithmywork..

Ihaven’tbeenabletokeepincontactwithmy

wifeforaweekorsounliketheotherSkulls

whodidn’thavetheirhandsfull.Wheni

switchedonmyphoneigotallhermessages

shewasfurious..

Firstthingididwhenigothomewastocallher

afterseeingthemessagesheleftformeonthe



mirrorbutshedidn’tpickup..

Shabba:shetookherthingsandleft?

Me:withthetwins

Shabba:shemustbeveryfuriouswhenFuni

getsmadshegetsmad

Ikeptontryingherbutshedidn’tpickup…

Me:she’snotpickingup

Shesentmeatextafterafewseconds..

“LeaveusaloneBraga!Youdon’tneedusyou

needtheskulls!Stopcallingmebecauseiknow

rightnowyouonlycallingsothatifiansweryou

cantrackusdown!Iamnotafoolbeing

marriedtoagangsterhasmademesmart”

Ichuckled..

Shabba:what’sup?

Ishowedhimthemessage..

Helaughed..



Him:“iwon’tevenansweryourcallssoyoucan

trackusdown”..Buthernumnum

Me:whereisshe?

Heopenedhislaptopandwasinitforawhile..

Him:LaBuelahotelroomnumber51,shouldwe

bustherbubble?

Me:Naaalet’sallowhertokeepthinkingthati

can’ttrackherdown

Itookmyphoneandsentheramessagetoo..

“Youreallymakingithardformetofindyou

whenyounotpickingupmycallsrightnowi

don’tevenknowwheretofindyoursexy

beautifulself!Ihadhopethatwhenigethomei

wouldseeyourbigasscurveswalkingupand

downmykitchenwearingnothingbut..soican…

Youknowwhatimean….butsayhellotothe

boys”

Shabba:whenareyoufetchingherAss?

Me:let’shavethinkingshe’ssmarterthanme



Shetextmeback..

“SeeBragayounotallsmart”

Ilaughed..

Me:maybeishouldburstherbubbleforcalling

meBraga

Shabba:ithoughtweweregonnatoywithher

“intelligence”

Itextherback..

“getyourasshomeorshouldifetchyouatLa

Buelahotel?”

Shedidn’treplyforawhile,thenshecalled..

Beforeicouldevengreetshewasonmythroat..

Her:Howthehelldidyoufindus?

Me:areyouonyourwayhome?

Her:No!!Leaveusalone!Youdon’tloveus,you

lovetheskulls!Andbythetimeyougetherewe

willbegone!

Me:Funiiamtiredidon’twannaplayrunning



andchasinggameswithyou!

Her:foryoursakeidohopeyoucatchus

Shehungup…

Me:whenifindherimgonnakickherAss

havingmedrivingaroundthewholetowninmy

tiredstate,hasshemovedyet?

Shabba:notyet

ItookmyKeys..

Me:keepmeinformedwhenshemakesamove

Him:iwilldosowhenigethome

Wewalkedtotheelevator,ifFuniknewhow

tiredIwasshewouldn’tbefuckingaround..

Me:IswearimgonnakickherAss!!PART4

BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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LAURIAN



AsmuchasAustinhatesmebutwhat’svery

ironicabouthisfeelingsishowheseemstostill

care,icanhitupAustinanytimeandhewill

comethroughformenotalwaysthoughbutat

timeshedoes.Almostthewholemorningi

havebeenfeelinguneasy,ibatheatleasttwice

butmydischargehadasmellofitsownandi

alsoexperiencedunusualitchiness.Itriedto

ignoreitbutitwasn’tsettlingwellwithme

somethingwasnotright.IcalledAustinand

toldhimthatiamnotfeelingwell,hedidn’t

wannahearshitatfirstbutafteranhourhe

calledmebackandtoldmethathewillcome

andgetme.Idon’thavehimpickmeupdirectly

wereiamstayingidon’twanthimhaving

problemswithJohnmyFriend’sboyfriendand

mysupplierigowaitforhimatthepark….

HetookmetotheDrandigotashottogether

withAntibioticssincetheDrsaidittobeanSTI..

Wheniwasdoneiwentbacktothecar,ididn’t

evenexpecthimtowaitforme..



Igotinsideandlookeddowniwasn’treadyfor

the25questionsthathewasgonnathrowat

meorworsetheinsults,Austinisalwaysangry

atmealwaysputtingmedownandswearingat

me.Iknowihavehurthimiwishhecanforgive

mebecauseicannotapologizeenough..

Silenceeludedthecarinmymindiwashoping

thathesayswhateverhewantstosaysowe

cangetoveranddonewithit.Hislookwassoo

sharpthatitmademethinkthathecanseemy

soul,thathecanseeunderneathme..

Ipulledthesleevesofmytshirtfurtherdown.

Him:whatdidtheDoctorsay?

Me:thatiamgoingtobeokay

Him:whatwaswrong?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Hesnatchedthepackagefrommeandchecked

whatwasinside,hestumbleduponthe

antibiotics..



Him:Antibiotics?

Me:iamjustsickokay

Him:Sickwithwhat???

Ididn’tsayanything..

Him:isthishowyouwannaliveyourlifeLaurian?

PleaseputmedownwhileIamalreadydown

andcan’tgoanylower..

Him:youareselfishwhataboutSid?

Me:ilovemySon

Him:NhlanhlalovesyourSonnotyou!Youput

yoursonindangereversinceyouwere

pregnantwithhim!Drugs,alcohol,sleeping

aroundisthatwhatyoucalllove?Isthatthe

definitionoflove?Whileyoudoingallofthatdo

youperhapsthinkofhim?Allthepainthatyou

puttinghimthrough?Sleeplessnights?Always

worryingaboutyou?

Ididn’tknowifweweretalkingabouthimor



Sid..

Hethrewthepillsatme..

Him:Yespleasedowhatyoudobest!Cryasif

likeiamwronginthiswholesituationwhileyou

theonewhoisrunningaroundsleepingwith

everydickoutthere!Youdirtyinsideandout

Laurianyouuselessastheycomenoguyis

goingtoloveyou,youbetteroffdying!!!!

Thisisthereasonwhyidon’ttalktoAustin..

Him:Takingyoutorehabisuselessiwasted

myMoneyonyoumorethanonce!!

Itookmypillsandputthembackinthe

package..

Me:thankyoufortakingmetotheDr

Iopenedthedoor..

Him:Sowhatnow,areyougoingtowalkhome?

Me:Nohopefullyiwillfindanotherdicktogive

mealift



Hegotouttooasimadeitoutofthecar,ihave

neverseenhimthismad…

Iwasfrozenicouldn’ttakeevenonestep,fear

crippledme.Iliveonthateverydayofmylife

fromJohnandAustin..

Hegrabbedmetightbymyarmthenopened

thedoor,hethrewmeinside..

Him:iamtiredofyourshit!!Ifyounotgoingto

beaMothertoSidtheniamgoingtoforceyou

tobeone

Hebangedthedoorthenwenttotheotherside..

Idarednottosayanythingashedroveaway..

.

.

FUNI

Bragadidfetchusandbroughtusbackhome

beforewecouldevengetaway…..

Iwasstillmadathimeversincewegothomei



haven’tsaidawordtohim,hetriedtalkingto

mebutikeptquiet..

Istoodatthedoorofthetwin’splayroomand

watchedhimasheplayedwiththem,idon’t

knowhowbutheisverygoodwiththem.When

theyalltogethertheyplayaroundpeacefully…

Sadenoticedmestandingatthedoorandhe

ranuptome,ipickedhimup..

SeancameandstartedpullingSade’sleg..

Sean:ComeSadelet’splay

Hekeptondoingthatuntiliputmyhandonhis

shoulderandshookhimabit..

Me:Leavehimalonehedoesn’twannaplay!!

(shouting)

Seanwentbackandsatonthecarpethedidn’t

playwithhistoysanymorebutplayedwithhis

fingers..

BeforeCowencouldsayanythingSadeandi

madeourwaydownstairs..



Iputhimdown..

Me:doyouwantchocolatemilkandcookies?

Henodded..

Itookoutthechocolatemilkandcookies..

CowencamedowntoowithSean..

Cowen:SeangojoinSade

Helookedatme..

Him:canyoumakehimsometoo?

Me:Seandoesn’tlikechocolatemilkand

cookies

Him:Seanlikes..

Me:hedoesn’t!!

Him:Funihedoes

Me:iamhisMotherandiknowmySon!!!!

CowenmadeSeansomechocolatemilkand

cookiestoo,Seandidn’tseemtohavea

problemwhenCowenmadeitforme…



Me:Sean!!!

Cowen:leavehim

Me:Nohecan’tdomelikethat..

Iwentuptohim..

Me:Whyareyoubeingspiteful?

Hedidn’tsayNothinghelookedatCowen..

Cowen:Funijustleavehim

Me:Stopdefendinghim!!

Ihithimatthebackofhishand..

Me:Whyareyouspiteful?Whenimake

somethingforyou,youdon’twantbutwhen

Daddymakesitforyouit’sokay

Hestartedcryingandbroughthishanduptohis

mouth..

Cowen:Canitalktoyou?

Me:No

Cowen:Now!!!



Hegrabbedmebymyhandandwewalked

upstairs..

Me:Pleaseshowyourboyshowmuchofarole

modelyouaregrabbingtheirMotherlikethatin

frontofthem

Wegottothebedroomandhebangedthedoor..

Him:IsweartoGodiamveryclosetohitting

you!!!Veryclose!

Ikeptquietandfoldedmyarms..

Him:Ifyouangryatmedon’ttakeitonmySon!!!

Me:Excuseme,iamagoodMother!

Him:rightnowyounot!!

Islappedhimandhepushedmehardthati

fell…

FirsttimeCowenusingforceonme..

Hetookhiscarkeysandwalkedout..

Ilaidthereandcried..



.

.

DIMA

Iwassoohappythatmyhusbandwasbackat

homethoughhewastiredbuthetriedtogive

meandThandosomeofhistime.MyMother

stilldoesn’tlikeShabbaatall,onlymyBrotheris

presentinourlives….

TheywerewatchingThando’sfavoritemovie

whileiwasinbedworkingonsomefew

sketches,iwasstillverysick..

Itookthetissuetoblowmynoseout..

Shabba:youforfeitedwatchingthemoviewith

usforthis?

Ilookedathim…

Me:Loveireallyneedtofinishallthese

sketches

Him:SketchmyleftAss



Hecameandclearedthebed..

Me:Shabba..

Him:iwasawayfromhomeforaverylongtime

icomebackandthefirstthingiwannadois

spendtimewithmygirlsbutoneissick.Instead

ofrestingyoufuckenexhaustingyourselfout

andimsupposedtotakeitallinandkeepquiet,

whatthefuckdoyoutakemefor?

Me:Iamacareerwoman

Him:let’sgetonethingstraightyezwathisis

myhouse!!Careerwomanyakhoyokunuka

izogcinalekaFuni!Thisismyhouse!!!!!

Me:Wow!

Hestoodupandtookoffhisskullchain,he

wentandopenedthedrawerwhileisatthere

stilltryingtofigureoutwhyheblewup..

Him:YewenaDima

Ilookedathim..



Hethrewmycontraceptivepillsatme..

Him:youstillusingthem?

Me:Notheyold

Him:ngizok’shayabeseuzobuyelakinimanje!!

(iwillbeatyouthenyouwillgobackhome)

Tsekwena5ofthosepillsaremissingfrom

there!!

Me:Ohw

Him:youmightbesmartbutyoursmartness

willendatthatboutique

Me:idon’twantanotherchild

Him:whendidyoudecidethat?

Me:youdon’tthinkiknowwhatyoutryingtodo?

Youtryingtomakemeahousewifebygetting

mepregnantShabbasoicanquitmyjob

Him:Yourjobisuseless!

Me:Talkaboutuselessbutiamnotrobbing

banksatleastmymoneyisclean



Him:Sorryuthini?

Ilaidmyheadonthepillowandpulledthebed

coversupandcoveredmyself,thatstungabit

callingmyjobuseless..

.

.

NOKHANYA

Iactuallydidgoandbuyafewbottlesofwine

withthemoneythatThandogavemebuti

couldn’tdrinkiwasstarringatthemwithtears

streamingdown.HowcanmyownBrothertreat

melikethat???

ThedooropenedandGeshwalkedinthekids

werenotaroundtheywerestillmadatme..

Geshmadehiswaytomehedidn’tsayanything

justlookedatme..

Me:Thandowashere

Him:whatdidhewant?



Me:gavememoneytobuyalcohol

Him:whatelse?

Theresticouldn’tsayiwasoverpoweredby

tears..

Hecametomeandhuggedmetight..

Him:iamsorry

Iheldontohim..

Me:Idon’twannadothisanymoreiamtired

Gesh

Him:Iknowwegoingtogetthroughthis

IamtiredEmotionallyandimalsotiredof

alcohol..PART5BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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LAURIAN

Austinfirsttookmetothemallsoicanget

clothesandtoiletriesbecauseihadnothingon



meandhehadnointentionsofhavingmego

backtothatplace.Ireallyappreciatewhatheis

doingbutifeellikebeingawayfromhimit’s

better,myconstantlyhangingaroundhimwon’t

reallymakehimhealfromthepainthatihave

causedhimhencehespendsallhistimeyelling

atme,beingallupinmyfaceandIevenhave

fearsthathemightlooseitnexttimeandhitme

becauseIhaveneverseenhimthismuch

infuriated…

RightnowionlyhaveAustin,Leahisnomore

andmyParentsaren’tinmylifesoihaveno

oneelsebuthimandSidandithinkhefeelslike

heneedstotakecareofmesinceiamalone.

Peoplesaydrugsoralcoholdon’tmakethepain

goawaybutitpartiallydrainsitoffit’spower,

substanceabusegivesyoueuphoriayou

constantlyhappyatthatmomentforgetting

aboutwhat’shappeninginyourlifehenceyou

wantmoreandmoreofittodealwithyourpain,

thenbeforeyouknowityouareaddictedand



thatiswereiamcurrentlywithmylife..

Aftergettingafewthingsatthemallwewentto

hisofficehehadsomeimportant

documentationstopickupthenlateronwe

headedhome,hishome…

Idon’tknowwhatAustinisthinkingbringingme

intoahousethatheshareswithhisfiancéwho

issoontobehisfuturewife,butthenagain

Nhlanhlahasnoreasontobethreatenediam

justacrackhead,abeggarandsheishighclass,

hasasuccessfulcareerandiheardAustin’s

familylovesher..

Wewalkedinandfoundhercookinginthe

kitchenwhileSidwasbusywalkingaround

makingnoise..

Shewassurprisedtoseeme,likereally

surprised..

Austinwalkeduptoherandkissedher..

Austin:howwaswork?



Nhlanhla:itwasgoodandonyourside?

Austin:wasfantastic

IwalkeduptoSidandpickedhimup..

Nhlanhlalookedatme..

Austin:MybadBabeLaurianisgoingtostay

withusforawhilejustuntilicangethera

properrehabilitationcenter

Shesmiled..

Her:Really?

Austin:UhmmYeah

Her:that’s..It’sreally..CanitalktoyouHun?

Austin:Yesofcourse

Theydisappearedtotheotherroom,iwas

standingtherewitha“crown”onmyheadlikei

justburiedabitch!ImeanNhlanhlaisnothreat

tomewhatsoever.Sheistoomuchofa

“Princess”sheisworsethaniwas,shelooksso

uptightievendoubtthatshecangivehima



goodheadwithoutsaying“ican’tdothatit’s

nasty”sheisverycareerdrivenandshelooks

likesheisallaboutwork,work,work.Herand

Austinarenotamatchmadeinheaven,Austin

hasdatedafewbadgirlsandthathasrubbed

offhimthoughhecan’twifeonebutheismore

intogirlsthatarefreespirited,naughty,and

goodCompanyidon’tseeNhlanhlabeingany

ofthat..

Aftertheyhadtheiralmostsilentargumentthey

camebackintothekitchen..

Austinputhishandaroundhershoulders,and

sheputherhandaroundhiswaist.Shewasall

smilingtryingtoshowmethatiamnotgetting

underherskinbutinfactiwas..

Nhlanhla:Laurianwewelcomeyouintoour

home

Me:thankyousoomuchNhlanhlayouarevery

kindanddon’tworryaboutmeyouwon’teven

noticethatiamaround



Nhlanhla:iamnotworriedatall

Iamsurethathercheeksareevenpainfulfrom

fakingthatsmile..

Me:iwilljustbeentertainingtheonlymanthat

makessenseintomyliferightnowandthatis

Sid

IlookedatAustin…

Me:thankyouforgivingmethischanceto

alwaysbewithmySon

Him:aslongasyouwon’tdisappointme

IlookedatSidandihaveputhimthroughalot

it’sonlyfairthatibettermyselfforhimbefore

hegrowsupresentingme..

.

.

FUNI

Bragahasneverputhishandsonmeinanyway

nomatterhowmuchimakehimangry,forhim



toreactthatwayjustshowsmethatimight

havepushedhimalittlebittoofar.Idon’tknow

whatcameovermeandidon’tknowwhyigot

soomuchupsetwithSean.Ilovebothmykids,i

knowSeanandiwedon’treallyseeeyetoeye

butheismybabyicarriedhimfor9monthsi

lovehimwithallmyheartthoughidon’tshowit

thatmuch..

Ihadjustputthetwinsinbedandiwassitting

atthekitchencounterjustthinkingabout

everythingthattookplacetoday.TheoldFuni

would’vegulpeditdownwithwhiskeybutthe

currentFunijustgulpsitdownwithcoffee..

TheelevatoropenedandCowenwalkedin,he

hasbeenoutforhours..

Ihateitwhenwefightbecauseithurtsverybad

andhehasbeenawayforacoupleofweekswe

supposedtobespendingthistimetogetherbut

herewearefighting,webecomingdistantonce

more..



Heheadedforthestairsbutsomethinginhim

justconvincedhimotherwiseandhemadehis

waytome..

Atfirstwesatacrosseachotherquietlyuntilhe

gatheredenoughstrengthtotalk..

Him:imgonnagiveitup

Ilookedathim..

Him:theskullsimgonnaleave

Iknowthatithrewmyweightaroundbutididn’t

meanitthatway,Austinhasbuilttheskullsits

hislegacyandidon’twanthimtogiveitallup..

Me:areyouserious?

Him:ifitmeansloosingmyfamilythenim

gonnagiveitup

Me:Cowen..

Hestretchedouthishandtoholdmine..

Him:IloveyouBubuiknowyoumightnot

believeitrightnowbecauseI’vedonebeing



fuckingupbutiloveyouandidon’twanna

looseyou.Funiwecomeveryfarwegot

throughalotofthingsandiamnotgonnaallow

theskullstocomebetweenus

Hearinghimtalkinglikethat,hearinghimletting

meknowthatmeandtheboysmeanalotto

himthantheskulls,somethingthathehas

workedhardforreallyprovestomethatCowen

lovesme,hetrulydoes…

Iwipedmytears..

Me:idon’twantyoutogiveupthecrew

Him:thenwhatdoyouwant?

Me:ijustwantyoutobearoundheremore

often,Cowenicannotdoeverythingalone!Sade

andSeanaregettingoldernowandthey

becomingahandful

Him:speakingofSean,what’supwithyouand

him?

Me:(exhaling)idon’tthinkSeanlikesmethat



much

Him:haveyouprobablythoughtthathemight

feelthesamewaytoo?

Me:No

Him:kidspickupemotionseasilyfromtheir

parents,hemightbeyoungbuthecansense

howwithdrawnyouaretohim

Me:idon’tknowhowtogetthroughtohim

Him:Seanisthedominanttwinbutthatdoesn’t

meanheisrocksolidfromwhatiampickingup

ithinkSadeismoredangerousthanSean

Me:Sadeissensitiveandweak

Hechuckled..

Him:heisn’t,inhonesttruthhewantsyouto

seehimthatwaysothatyoucanalwaysscold

Seanandheappearstobetheperfecttwinbut

inactualfactheissettingSeanupforbeatings

Me:idon’tunderstand



Him:doyouthinkSeanalwayshitsSade?Are

youalwayswiththem?Sadehasseenhowyou

arewithSeanhencehemightjuststartcrying

outoftheblueevenwhenSeanhasn’thithim

justsoyoucanbeallupinSean’sthroat

Iwasshocked..

Me:ididn’tseeitthatway

Him:Sadeismoredangerousheisverycunning

likeasnake

Me:LoveareyoubasingSeanandSade’s

relationshiptothatofyouandShane?

Cowen:idon’tknowbutiseeaShaneinSade

Me:doesthatmakeyoufeelsometypeofway

aboutSade?

Him:don’tbecrazySadeismySonilovehimto

death

Me:let’sjustnotcomparethetwin’s

relationshipwiththatofyouandyourBrother,

theynotlikeyouguys



Hestoodupandcametomyside..

Heputhisarmaroundmyneckandwhispered

inmyear..

Him:maybeyoucankeepmecompanywhilei

takeashower

Iputmyhandonhisarm..

Me:maybe

Myphonerang..

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Him:I’llgoandrunthewater

Me:okay

Hewalkedaway…Ipickedupmyphonefrom

thetableanditwasaprivatenumber..

Me:PrivatenumberHello

Noresponse..

Me:Hello

Voice:Funiit’smepleasedon’thangup



Iliterallyletgoofmyphoneanditfell…

.

.

DIMA

Thandoandihadbeensleepingwellicried

myselftosleepthenwheniturnedshewas

layingonShabba’ssideofthebedsuckingher

thumbidon’tevenknowwhenshegothere.We

sleptthewholeafternoonplusioverdosedon

myflumedicationitknockedmeoffbecausei

wasveryhurtatwhatShabbasaidtomeearlier

on,hehadnorighttocallmyjobuselesslet

alonecomeatmelikethat..

Iwaswokenupbymyfavoritesongplaying

“BrunoMars_That’swhatilike”whatreally

mademethinkthatsomethingwasoffwasthe

factthatitrepeatedmorethantwice,Traceor

Mtvbasecannotrepeatitthatmuch..

IgotoutofbedwhileThandowasstillsleeping



andmademywaytowerethemusicledme,i

wasstilldrowsyiwantedtosleepmoreand

more…

Themusicledmetothelivingroomandiwas

breathtakenatwhatisaw….

Lightswereoff,onlycandleslituptheroom.

Rosepetalsonthefloor,saladsonourcoffee

table,withrolls,friedchicken,sauces,andwine.

Shabbawasputtingcushionsallaroundthe

tablewhilesingingalongtothesong…

Me:what’sgoingon?

Hestoodupstraightwhenhesawme,hewas

wearinghismuscleblackvest,blacksweat

pantsandsleepers.Trainingreallydidhimgood

allthosemuscles,hereallylookedwowanda

bitbuffedbutnotthatmuchtoturnyouoff..

Him:Youandyourassinvitedtomydinner

picnic

Me:dinnerpicnic?



Him:ifwecancallitthat

Me:looksbeautiful

Hecameuptome…

Him:iwasajerkearlieronandiwanna

apologize

Me:youhadnorightdisrespectingmyjoblike

that

Him:iknowandiamsorryiamalsosorryfor

pressuringyouintohavinganotherbabywhile

younotready

Ijustlookedathimwithoutsayinganything,he

pulledthebeltofmygownpullingmecloserto

him..

Him:iamsorry

Heputhishandsaroundmywaistsqueezing

metighttohimthenhekissedme,iputmy

armsaroundhisneck.

“Goldjewelryshiningsobright



Strawberrychampagneonice

Luckyforyou,that’swhatIlike,that’swhatI

like..Sexbythefireatnight,Silksheetsand

diamondsallwhite..Luckyforyou,that’swhatI

like”

.

.

NOKHANYA

Wehadjustfinishedeatingdinnerandnowwe

wereallintheloungeplayinganicefamily

game…

Lwazi:It’sgreen

Bontle:green?

Ilaughed..

Gesh:boyyouhavetogivememorethanthat

Lwazi:idon’tknowwhatcluetogivebutit’s

green

Me:10secondsleft



Gesh:youhearthat?

Lwazi:It’snature,growsoutdoors?

Gesh:grass?

Lwazi:almost

Bontle:7..6..5..

Gesh:ifweloosedoyouknowhowmuchim

goingtolooseoutofmywallet?

Bontle:shoppingspreesinPariseverything24K

Gesh:youhearthat?

Lwazi:whatamisupposedtosay?It’sgreen!

Me:2..1..timeup!!!

Bontleandistoodupallscreaming..

Gesh:whatwasit?

Lwazi:Atree

Gesh:ReallyLwazi?

Me:betterstartwashingthosedishes



Lwazithrewthecardsonthefloorandmade

hiswaytothekitchenwithBontlefollowinghim

alllaughingathim..

Gesh:thatwasnicethoughilostalotofmoney

Iputmyarmsaroundhiswaist..

Me:it’sforagoodcourse

Him:shoppinginParisisagoodcourse?

Me:youwillrecover

Him:whatever!

Ilaidmyheadonhischest…

Him:ihaven’tseenyouthishappyinalongtime

Hegrabbedmybutt..

Me:stopit(chuckling)

Him:forrealthoughIhaveneverseenyouthis

happy

IlookedatLwaziandBontlefighting..

Me:somethingsinlifearemoreimportantthan



alcohol

Hewrappedhishandsaroundme..

Me:itlooksthatwayPART6BADBOYSOFTHE

GAME
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NOKHANYA

IhavedecidedthatIamgoingtoattendAA

meetings,notreallymycupofteabutifthey

canhelptheniamdownforit.Ifindattending

AAmeetingsbetterthangoingtoarehab,i

don’tfeelgoodaboutleavingmyfamilyfora

longtime..

Todayitwasgoingtobemyfirstdayfoundone

notfarfromwereweliveiwasverynervousi

meanidon’tfeelgoodtellingpeoplethatiam

analcoholicitjustdoesn’tsitwellwithme..

Iwasinthekitchendrinkingcoffeeandbusy

checkingthetimejustsoidon’tshowupearly



orlate…

ThekidshavealreadywenttoschoolandGesh

wasstillsleepingorratherwassleeping,he

walkedin..

Him:lookatyou

Me:Hey

Him:youdresseduplikeyougoingtoworkin

anoffice

Me:wellidon’tknowwhatimsupposedtowear

Him:eitherwayyoulookgreat

Me:thankyou

Thedoorbellrang..

Me:expectingsomeone?

Him:no

IwenttoopenanditwasPatrickmychildhood

bestfriend,itwasapleasantsurprisebecause

wehaven’tseeneachotherforaverylongtime..



Ihuggedhim..

Me:mygoodnesswhatareyoudoinghere?

Him:iamaroundtownforacoupleofdaysi

thoughtitwouldbegoodtopopby

Me:anditreallyitis

Him:youstilllookbeautiful

Me:youstillhandsome

IheardGeshclearinghisthroat…

Me:OhhhyoustillrememberPatrickmybest

friend?

Gesh:irememberhim

Patrick:it’samazingyouguysarestilltogether

Gesh:wereyouhopingtofindhersingle?

Patrick:iknowNokhanyaandIthoughtshe

dodgedyourasswhenshefoundoutyou

sleepingwithProstitutes

Gesh:okayyoubetterwatchyourmouth



Patrick:orwhat?

Me:Guysplease

Patrick:anywaydoyouwannagoandgraba

bite?

Me:ummmmmunfortunatelytodayisnota

goodday,ihavetobesomewhere

Him:maybegivemeyournumberandillhityou

upandseeifwecanhangoutsometime?

BeforeicouldevengivehimmynumberGesh

closedthedooronhim…

Me:whatyoudothatfor?

Him:gogetyourbagyoualreadylate

Me:thatwasreallyuncalledfor

Iwalkedtothebedroomwithhimfollowingme..

Him:heisatmydoorstepaskingforyour

numberandiamsupposedtobefuckenfine

withthat?

Me:youoverreacting



Him:trymeNokhanya

Me:iamwithyouaren’ti?

Him:idonotwantyouhangingaroundwiththat

dude

Me:heismybestfriend

Him:iamnotgoingtorepeatmyself!

Itookmybag..

Me:younotgonnabossmearoundiwillsee

whoeveriwanttosee

Him:thenpackyourshitandgoseehim

Istopped…

Me:what?

Him:ifyouwannaseethatdudethenpackup

andgetthestepping

Me:youknowwhatmaybeimightjustdothat

Iwalkedbacktothebedroom…

Me:Thandowasrightallalong,ishouldn’thave



chosenyouovermyfamily

Him:excuseyou?

Itookmyluggagebag…

Me:ByeGesh

Him:youchoosingyourkidsoversomedude

Me:ijustneedsomespace

Hecameandtooktheluggagebag….

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Him:ifyouneedsomespacegotothefucken

mallbutyounotleavingusforsomedude

uyahlanya?

Me:youhavebeennothingbutaprobleminmy

life,yougotmepregnantwhileiwasdoing

grade12andthat’swhenmylifewasruined

Him:Yeslet’sshifttheblame,didiforceyouto

openyourlegsformethatday?

Me:it’snotaboutthat!



Him:thenit’saboutwhat?

Me:reallyican’tdothis

Him:youdon’tneednoAAmeeting,youneedto

seeatherapistyourpsychoassiscrazy

depressedandyouusingmetomakeyourself

feelbetter

Me:Wow!

Him:youarenotleavingNokhanyaatleastyou

notgonnaleavemeforsomedouche!

Me:ican’tdealwiththisrightnow

Itookmybagandstartedwalkingaway..

Him:Yesgogetsomefreshairhoneythen

comebacklaterwestillgonnadiscussthisshit!

Me:fuckyou!

.

.

LAURIAN



Iwasnotfeelingverywelltoday,iwasshivering

ineededafixeverythingwasjustcrazy.Itwas

warmaroundthehousebutifeltverycold,ihad

chillsijustwasn’tfeelinggood..

Iwenttothekitchentomakemyselfsome

coffeeanditwashardijustcouldn’tstop

shaking..

Austinwalkedin..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Henoticedthatiwasn’tlookinggood..

Him:notfeelingwelltoday

Me:notreally

Him:youwillbefine

ThekitchendooropenedandKatewalkedin,all

theseyearsandthiswomanisstill

disrespectfulwhathappenedtoknocking?..

Her:Goo…



Herspeechwascutshortwhenshesawme….

Kate:uhmAustinwhatisgoingon?

Austin:withwhat?

Kate:whatisLauriandoinghere?

Austin:sheisstayingwithusforawhileuntili

getheragoodrehabcenter

Kate:whatdidNhlanhlasayaboutthis?

Austin:sheisfinewithit

Kate:that’snotwhatshesaidtomelastnight,

shewascryingonthephone

SoNhlanhlaneededKateasbackup?

Austin:thisgirlneedstogoshehasno

businessbeinghereandthenyougonnalether

bearoundSid?

Me:heismySon

Kate:hehasbeendoingfinewithoutyou!

NhlanhlahasbeenagoodMothertohim



Austin:Kate..

Kate:shemustgo!!!

Austin:thisismyhouseyoudon’tgettotellme

anything

Kate:whydoyouhavethisgirlaroundhere?

WhyAustin?

Austin:Kate

Kate:why???

Austin:BecauseIloveher!!

Thatwashighlyunexpected…

Kate:What???

Austin:ineedtogotowork,comeonlet’sgo

TheyleftwithKatestillyapping..

Ican’tbelieveAustinsaidthatevenafter

everythingthatIhavedonetohim…

.

.



FUNI

Bragahasdecidedtotakesometimeoffwork

tohelpwiththetwins,hewillbelookingafter

themdrivingthemtopreschoolandbabysitting

themafterwards.Itwasgoodwhathewas

doingbecauseI’llgettimetofocusonthe

boutique..

Dimawasshowingmesomeofthedesigns

thatshehadbeenworkingonbutmymindwas

veryfaraway,thatcallireceivedlastnightstill

disturbedme..

Dima:Funi

Me:huh?

Her:younotherewhat’swrong?

IconsiderDimanotjustacolleaguebutafriend

too..

Me:ireceivedanunusualcalllastnight

Her:from?



Me:Shane

Her:Ohhmygoodnesswhatdidhewant?Did

youtellBraga?

Me:Noididn’t

Her:Whynot?Youshouldtellhim

Me:whatamIgonnasay?

Her:idon’tknowthatShaneiscallingyou

Me:it’sjustconfusingwhatdoeshewantdo

youthinkheisbackintown?

HerHer,:idon’tknowbutyoureallyhavetotell

Bragaaboutthis

Thetwinsstartedactingstrangeagainnotso

longago,doesthatmeanShanemightbeback

intown?PART7BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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BRAGA



MyMotherdecidedtocomevisitusit’sbeena

whilesincewelastsaweachother.After

findingoutthatshestoleme,androbbedmeof

therelationshipthaticould’vehadwithmyreal

Motherstillgetstome.Iamnotapersonwho

holdsgrudgesandthegoodthatthiswoman

hasdoneformerightnowoverpowerstheone

bigmistakethatshedid.Allinallihadagood

childhoodandagoodfamily,iturnedouttobe

thisgreatmanthatiamtodaybecauseofall

herefforts..

Mamak:Hieveryone

IlookedatSeanandSade..

Me:Sayhitograndma

Theyweren’tveryresponsivetoherbecause

theydon’tknowherneverbeenthatcloseto

her…

Ihuggedher..

Her:thankyouforallowingmetocomeover



Me:youwelcomeanytimeimevenhappythat

youheresoyoucanhelpmeoutwiththeboys

Her:ithoughtyoubeatworkandthey’llbeat

preschool

Me:ihaven’tbeenaroundthatmuchsoI

decidedtotakeafewdaysoffandbehelpful

Her:thenillgetstartedwithcooking

Me:everytimewhenyouhereyoualwayswanna

cook

Her:idon’tthinkyouguysalwayshaveahome

cookedmeal,ordoyou?

Me:notmuch

Her:plusmisscoverpagedoesn’tknowhowto

cook

Me:don’tletherhearyou

Her:she’satwork?

Me:Yes

Her:Boysimgonnaneedabitofhelp



MyphonerangitwasFuni,thatwasweird..

Me:iseverythingokay?

Her:whydoyouthinkthatsomethingwouldbe

wrong?

Me:isawyouthismorningyetyoucallingme

now

Her:welleverythingisokay

Me:that’sbetter

Her:actuallyiwannatalktoyouabout

somethingandIdon’twantyoutofreakout

Me:whatisit?

Her:don’tfreakout

Me:illtrynottoo

Her:igotacallthisothernight

Me:whatcall?

Her:fromShane

Me:Pardon?



Her:ithinkheisbackintown

Ididn’twaitforhertosaymoreihungup…

Mamak:WowSeanyoureallystirringthatgood

maybeyoucanbeaprivatechefoneday

Me:that’sSade

Her:Really?Theylookalikeverymuchican’t

tellwhoiswho

Me:Seanhasblackhair,Sadebrownthat’show

youtellthemapart

Mamak:theywerebornwithdifferenthair

colours?

Me:No,wedyeSade’shairsoyoucantellthem

apart..LookMomihavetogosomewhereare

yougoingtobefinewiththem?

Her:wellisurehopeso

Me:justmindSeanheisahandfulanddon’tlet

themshareinchoresorbeclosetoeachother

foralongtimebecausetheystartfighting



Her:noted

Me:I’llseeyouguyslater

Her:Okay

MySonsarenottheclingytype,neverhave

been.Theygrewupwithparentswhoare

alwaysbusytheygotusedtousnotbeing

aroundfulltimesoitdoesn’tbotherthemthat

muchunlesstheysickoriftheyreallymissus…

EspeciallyFuniandSadetheyhaveaclose

relationshipthere’stimeswhenSadedoesMiss

Funi..

.

.

GESH

MyMothercametovisituswasgreatseeing

heragainbecauseIhardlygohome..

Me:howisGugu?

Her:she’sreallydoinggreat



MySisterGugulivessomewherein

JohannesburgwithQondi,she’saVetby

professionandhasherownprivatesmallclinic.

Shehasdoneprettywellforherselfandsince

sheisNokhanya’sclosestfriendithoughtthat

maybeGugu’ssuccessmightencourage

Nokhanyatogobacktovarsitybutitpushed

Nokhanyafurtherawaythattheynolongerthat

close..

Mom:howisLwazi?

Me:heisaytithinkbeingawayfromhisold

crewhasmadehimtodropallhisbadhabits

Mom:andNokhanya?

Me:ShewenttoherAAmeeting,firstday

Her:that’sgoodshe’smakingchanges

Me:sheshouldbebackbynow

Her:maybeshereallylikeditthere

Me:Maybe



Her:howareyou?

Me:imgoodijustgetboredattimessitting

aroundalldayanddoingnothing

Her:youdon’thavetodoanythingyouhave

peopleworkingforyou

Me:that’stheproblemIneedtofindahobby

Her:ormaybegoworkforyourselfatKFC

Me:nowthat’sfunny

Thedooropenedandclosed..

Khanyo:Family!Iamback!

Mom:lookslikeshehadablast

Shemadeherwaytothekitchen..

Her:Lookatthis!Motherinlawisaround

Shewasdrunk,shewentuptomyMotherand

huggedher..

Mom:don’tthrowallyourweightonmewe

gonnafall



Khanyo:iamsoogladthatyou…Like..

Welcome!!..Itsver..Ve..Verr(stuttering)

Mom:verygoodtoseeme..

Khanyo:exactly

Shelookedatme..

Her:HeyHoney

Me:youdrunk

Her:ihadmaybetwoorthreetequilashots,

glassesofwine..Fuckitihadabunchof

everything(laughing)

Me:thoughtyouwenttoAA

Her:Lostcourse..

Nokhanyaisnotimprovingshedoesn’twanna

improveandimtiredofdealingwiththis..

Bontlewalkedintotheroom..

Khanyo:Mylittlepudding..

Bontle:areyoudrunk?



Khanyo:Heydon’ttalktoyourelderslikethat..

ShewalkeduptoBontleandstartedhittingher

onhermouth..

Khanyo:yourMouthisdirty!!!

Bontlestartedcrying..

Bontle:youmademebitemytongue(crying)

Bontledoesn’tcryshescreamsforeveryoneto

hear….

Mom:StopNokhanyayoudon’tactlikethat!

Khanyo:sheisbeingdisrespectful!

Mom:don’tlayyourhandonmyGranddaughter

becauseyoudrunk!

Khanyo:sowhatjustbecauseididn’tgivebirth

toherimsupposedtonotdisciplineher?Then

wereisherMother?

Mom:youarereallybeingdisrespectful

Iwasgettingpissed..



Iwentuptoherandgrabbedherarm..

Idraggedhertothedoorandthrewherout..

Me:inevereverwannaseeyouinmyhouse

everagain!!StandthereandI’llthrowyourshit

atyou!

Mom:Sihlestop..

Me:NoBusishecan’tcometomyhousedrunk

andthenstarthittingmyDaughter

Thistimearoundiwasdonewithherforgood..

.

.

AUSTIN

IcamehomelaterthatnightandNhlanhlawas

cookinginthekitchenwithSidjustwondering

around..

Nhlanhla:lookwhowalkedinSid

Me:goodevening



Nhlanhla:youjustintimefordinner

Iwentuptoherandkissedher,thenipickedSid

up..

Me:somethingsmellsnice

Nhlanhla:iactuallymadeyourfavorite

Me:shemademyfavorite,thankyou

Nhlanhla:justgofreshenupandillsetthetable

Me:whereisLaurian?

Thatquestiondidn’tsitwellwithher..

Her:ithinkintheguestroom

Me:isshealright?

Her:Ireallydon’tknowAustin

Me:wellillgofreshenupsowecanhavedinner

IwalkedupstairswithSidbutbeforegoingto

mybedroomicheckeduponLaurianandshe

didn’tlookgood..

Me:Laurian?



Shewasshivering,sweating,shelookedvery

sick..

Me:heyareyouokay?

Iputmyhandonherforehead,shewasburning

up..

Me:Laurian??

Shejustwasn’therselfandiwasstartingtoget

worried..

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledBraga,maybe

there’ssomethingthathecanprescribeforher

becausethiswithdrawalsymptomsaredraining

her..PART8BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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NOKHANYA

Iwaslivingoffmycarthat’sthecurrentreality

ofmyliferightnow,ionlyhadR1000inmy

bankaccountandwhenirunoutidon’tknow



whatiamgoingtodo.Idon’texpectpeopleto

understandmysituationnordoIexpectthemto

sympathizewithmealliamlookingforis

certainlynotjudgement..

Walkamileinmyshoesandyouwillknowhow

itfeelsliketobeme,ihavenofamilyiamjust

aloneintheworldandit’sverydepressing.I

don’tunderstandwhymyFamilyhatesGesh

soomuchthattheywoulddisownmelikethati

meanshouldn’titbeaboutmyhappiness?

Shouldn’titbeaboutputtingmyhappinessfirst?

HeisnotanAngelbutheisthemanthatpaid

Lobolaformeweengagedshouldn’tthatcount

forsomething?Thatherespectedthefamily

enoughtodothingsthetraditionalway?Idon’t

understandwhymyfamilystilldoesnot

approveofhimapartfromthefactthatweare

related..ImeantheyevenhatemySon,how

cruelisthat???

Iliterallywenttoapublicmallrestroom

immediatelywhentheentrancewasopenedin



themorningjusttofreshenup.Brushmyteeth,

washmyfaceandarmpitsjustsoicanbe

acceptabletostandnexttosomeone.Thisisa

verydifficultlifeihaveneverhadtolivelikethis

before…

Ihadtocoverthewindowsofmycarjustsoi

canchangeintheparkinglotofthemall,iam

surethatwassomethingnobodyhasdone

beforeunlesstheyhadtoattendafunctionor

somethingandtheycan’tgethomerightaway

tochange..

AfewyearsagoiwasanallAstudent,andthen

imetGeshandeverythingjusttookadownward

spiralmylifewentdownhillandit’snoteven

funny.Afewyearslateriamlivingoffmycar

howterribleisthat?

Wheniwasdonechangingiwentandgotmea

cheapsandwichthatcostR12,justtwoslices

ofbreadwithcheeseandhamthenaverymuch

cheapjuicetoo.Thesandwichwasoriginally



R25butitwasreduced,wasonthereduced

section.Afterhavingmymealiwenttobuy

winenothingthatcostmorethanR30andtheni

drovearoundwhiledrinkinghopingidon’tbump

intotrafficcops..

Thisisliterallygoingtobemylife,sooniam

goingtorunoutoffuelandwhat’sleftofmy

moneyandtheniamgoingtohomelessand

broke…..

.

.

BRAGA

ItwastrueShanewasbackintownandthe

bloodskeptthatasasecreteventhoughwe

hadatrucethattheskullsandthebloodsare

goingtoremainpeacefulaslongasShanegoes

outoftown,andhereheistodaystandingright

infrontofme.

IwaswithShabba,Austin,andChelsea.



ChelseaistheleaderoftheskullsinDurbanand

whenicalledheraboutShaneshegassedup

theG4andflewdownhere.Standinginfrontof

uswasRiley,Shane,Brandon,andAmy.Hehad

thetoxinswithhim.AmyisknownastheRazor,

Thebloodshavethisrazorbladesspecially

designedforthemandcan’tbeusedjustby

anyonetheyneedaskilledPersonandAmyis

skilledshecanthrowityourwayandbeforeyou

knowitit’sacutthroat.Ontheotherhand

Brandonisknownasthespittingcobra,he

nevermissesnomatterhowfaryouarewhen

heaimsatyouheisgonnagetthatbullet

throughyou.ThenyouhaveRileythefucken

Sniper,heisgoodwiththesnipergunhehas

livedmostofhislifebeingahitman.They

possesssoomuchskills,butwethefucken

skullsandwehavealwaysstayedatthetop..

IwasholdingthetiedBandannasoftheskulls

andthebloods,buttodayiambreakingthe

truce..



Riley:letmeguess,webreakingthetruce?

Me:ididn’tknowprettyboyrighttherewas

backintown

Shanechuckled..

Riley:heshowedupoutofnowhere

Me:wellthenthedealwasthatwecanco-exist

inpeaceaslongasheisoutoftown

Riley:heisnotheretocausedrama,justwanna

startonacleanslate

Me:heclearlydidn’ttellyouthathehasbeen

callingmywife

Riley:that’snewtomyears

Shane:areyouintimidatedbyme?

Me:Never

Shane:youare,againifuckedyourwife

Imademywaytohimandtheirtemptationsgot

closertoo..



Rileycameinbetweenus.

Riley:nothere,notnow

IuntiedtheBandannas..

Me:thetruceisbroken

Ithrewtheirbandannaclosetothem..

Shane:whatnow?

Riley:meaningthatiftheskullsandthebloods

meetwegoingtokilleachother,weshould

nevercrosspaths

Shane:youaresooemotionalBraga!thatisa

bitchmoveoversomecunt

Me:Callherthatonemoretime

Heremainedquiet..

Me:ireasonedwithyall,whenRileyshotme

andyoufuckedmywifeicalledatruceinstead

ofrevengebutnowwegoingbacktobeing

enemies

Shane:it’sonthen



Idon’tbelieveRileywannahaveShaneinhis

crew..

Iturnedandwentbacktomycrew..

Riley:youknowwhatthatmeans?

Istopped..

Riley:wekillanythingthat’swearing

black&white

Me:yourproblemhasalwaysbeeninvolving

innocentpeople

Wewalkedtoourcar..

Chelsea:iwillsendawarningtoalltheskulls

outthere

Shabba:I’llinformtheotherBragashemightbe

targeted

Me:andAustin

Austin:illinformthecripsaboutthisbutTpeeis

stillrecovering

Me:getmeCarlicanusethatguy’sbrains



Austin:onit

Thewarhasstarted..

.

.

GESH

Sinceireallyhadnothingtodoidecidedtogo

downtoKFCtheonethatiowntoseewhat’s

goingon,apartofmewasworriedabout

Nokhanyashehasn’tcontactedanyoneiam

hopingthatsheisfinewhereversheis.Itried

helpingherbutyoucannothelpsomeonewho

doesn’twannabehelped,Nokhanyadoesn’t

wannabehelpedandthere’snothingicando

buthopethatthiswillbeawakeupcallforher…

Asiwasexpectingmyphonetoring,my

MangerJusticewalkedinwiththisbeautiful

ladythatihaveeverlaidmyeyeson..

Justice:areyoureadytostart?

Her:verymuch



Shelookedlikeamodelorsomethingiwasa

bitdumbfoundedwhenJusticeshowedherto

thechangingroom..

Me:Justice

Hecametome..

Me:whowasthat?

Justice:hernameisMapasekamdlulishewill

bereplacingKhosi,Khosiresignedlastmonth

andweareshortstaffed

Me:Isee

Him:shedidgoodintheinterviewandshehas

workedatMcDonald’sinDurbanorCapeTown

Me:soundsexperienced

Him:sheis

Me:doesn’tsheseemabitwelloff?Imeanher

lookthehair,makeupit’sperfectlydonedoyou

wantsomeonewhoisgoingtodropyousoon?

Him:shesoundedreallydesperateandshehas



proventhatshereallyneedsthejob

Shewalkedoutofthechangingroomandcame

tous..

Her:okayiamready

Justice:iwantyoutomeetsomeonefirst

Her:Okay

Justice:ThisisSihleSkhosanaheownsthe

franchise

Her:Really?

Justice:Yes

Her:it’ssuchanhonourtomeetyouSir

Iwasmostlyconcentratedonherthisgirlwas

fuckenperfect,andherlipswerejustsomething

else..

Justice:Sir??

Me:huh?

Justice:ThisisMapaseka



Mapaseka:PleasecallmePasi

Me:youcanshowheraroundiguess

Justice:Thisway

Theywalkedtotheback..

.

.

LAURIAN

Austinwasveryworriedaboutmethathetook

metothehospitalandIwasadmitted,the

withdrawalsymptomswerecomingdownon

meveryhardandtheywereunbearablebutat

thehospitaltheygavemesomethingtorelax

methoughitknockedmeafewtimesbutwhen

iwokeupifeltabitbetter..

Ihadanunusualvisitor,itwasNhlanhla.Wenot

closeinanywaysoireallydidn’texpectherto

come..

Her:HiLaurian



Me:Hey

Her:howareyou?

Me:iamhanginginthereandhowareyou?

Her:iamgood

Me:youcanpullupthechairandsitdown

Her:noiamfinethankyou

Me:fancyseeingyouhere

Her:iknowandbelievemeidon’twannabe

here

Me:thenwhyareyouhere?

Her:idon’tknowhey

Shesmiled..

Her:ithinkthatihaveabonetopickwithyou

Me:ohw

Her:Thisistotallynotme,iamnotthetype

wholikesquarrelingandeverythingbut..

Me:but?



Her:Canyoupleasestayawayfrommyfiancé?

Me:Stayawayfromyourfi..

Ilaughed..

Her:Ireallydon’twantbadbloodbetweenusso

yastayawayfrommyfamily

Me:areyouthreateningme?

Her:Justwarningyou

Me:Wow

Her:youhaveaniceday

Shecatwalkedherwayoutwithherheels

makingnoise.PART9BADBOYSOFTHE

GAME

[01/09,20:03]Ron:#10

FUNI

Iwashappytocomebackhomeafterworkto

findMamakinthepenthousewiththetwins,i



knowverywellwhenshe’saroundwegoingto

haveanicehomecookedmeal.Iwantedto

catchupwithherbutunfortunatelyshehadto

drivebackhomewhileitwasstillearly,butshe

promisedtovisitagainsoon..

SinceIdidn’thavetocookidecidedtospend

thewholeafternoonwiththetwins,doing

nothingbutplayingtheirfavoritegames.Wedid

puzzles,andnowwewereintheloungeplaying

Xboxsomeracinggame.Seanwasgoodatit

thoughhestruggledhereandtherebuthewas

betterthanSade,andmeontheotherhandi

keptoncrashingeverytimewhenitriedto

controlthecarbutneverthelessienjoyed

spendingsomequalitytimewiththem…

Theelevatoropened,Cowenwalkedinwith

Chelsea.Iknewthenthatsomethingwasnot

right,icouldjustseethroughthem..

Chelsea:HeyMrsCowen

Me:Chelsea



Shehuggedme..

Me:Iseverythingalright?

ShelookedatCowen..

Chelsea:I’llgogreetthetwins

Shewenttothetwins..

Chelsea:TheCowentwins!!

ImademywaytoBraga,hewasatthekitchen

counter..

Me:Cowenwhatisgoingon?

Him:ChelseaisheretotakeyouandtheTwins

tothesafehouse

Me:Safehouse?

HelookedatChelsea..

Him:areyouguysready?

Chelsea:Errr…Theyabitbusy

Cowen:Boys!!

HewentuptothemanddisconnectedtheXbox..



Sade:Cowenno!!!!

Sean:Funiyourhusbanddiscont.Hetookitout!!

Eish!!

Chelsea:whoa!That’snew

Cowen:Funi’shusbandwantstotalktoyou

guysokay?

Sade:now?

Cowen:YesSadenowifit’sokaywithyou?

Sean:notnowtomorrow

Cowen:Seaniamnotplayingwithyou

Sade:Cowenmovewewannaplay

Sean:Funiyourhusbandisnotlettingusplay

Chelsea:Thisisgoingtobedifficult

Me:ComeonBabeyoustudiedPeadatmed

schooldidn’tyou?

Cowen:Boyslistenup!Chelseaisgoingtotake

youguyssomewhere



Sean:wedon’twannagosomewherewewanna

play!

Sade:whereissomewhere?

Cowen:somewheresafe

Sade:idon’tknowsomewheresafe

SeanwentandtriedtoconnecttheXboxagain..

Me:Awkward(laughing)

Cowengavemeaseriouslook..

Me:theyactlikethissometimes

Cowen:iamafuckenspecialisticannotletkids

controlme!

Me:Language

Sean:Funi!!!

Chelsea:Boystimeout

Sade:Funi!!!!!

Sean:Funiyoucannothearthatiamcallingyou?

Chelsea:whatarewegoingtodonow?



Me:Thisisnewtheskullsdefeatedbykids

Sade:Nothisonegoeshere

Sean:notthatonethisone

Cowenlookedatme…

Cowen:Youbettertalktoyourkids,iamnot

playingFunitalktothem

Hewalkedtothestairs,Chelseacametome..

Chelsea:wehavetogetthemtothesafehouse

nojoke

Me:bemyguest

Chelseawenttothemagain…

Chelsea:Boyscomeonlet’sgo

Sade:where?

Sean:Don’ttalktostrangers

Sade:SheisCowen’sFriend

Chelsealookedatme…

Ishruggedmyshoulders..



Me:wantsomecupofcoffee?

Chelsea:Noineedtogetthemoutofthe

penthouse

Me:goodluck

Iwenttothekitchentomakemyselfsome

coffee..

.

.

LAURIAN

Ineverknewthatbeingoffdrugswasgoingto

bethisdifficult,iamtryingtoregainmylifebut

howcanIdosowheniminmorepain,vomiting,

shivering,sweating..Especiallyatnightit’sa

struggle..

Nurse:igotyousomechickenandvegetables

tonight

Me:thankyou

Nurse:areyougoingtobeabletoeat?



Me:I’lltry

Her:igotyouaglassofwaterinsteadofjuice

Me:thankyouverymuch

Her:anythingelse?

Me:idon’tthinkso..thankyouagain

Her:justdoingmyjob

Austinwalkedin..

Nurse:illcheckonyoulater

Me:okay

ShegreetedAustinonherwayout.

Him:howareyoufeeling?

Me:stillastruggle,hopeitwillallgoawaysoon

Him:wellyoudoinggreat

Ilookedathimsurprised..

Him:what?

Me:youjustsaidsomethingnicetomefora



change

Him:ididn’tnotice

Me:whereisSid?

Him:heisathome

Me:thoughtyouweregonnacomewithhim

Him:hewassleeping

Me:imisshim

Him:getbetterforhimthenyouwillbeableto

seehimeveryday

Me:iknowAustin,iamtrying

Him:howwasyourday?

Me:wasinterestingyours?

Heexhaled..

Me:wasitthatbad?

Him:youdon’twannaknow

Wekeptquiet..



Him:whatwasinterestingaboutyours?

Me:justhadaninterestingvisitor

Him:who?

Me:justsomeone

Him:hopeit’snotoneofyourdrugdealing

friends

Me:ReallyAustin?

Him:imjustsaying

Me:thankyouforyourvoteofconfidence

Him:Sorryjusthadalongday

Me:gohomebathhavegoodsexwithyour

Fiancéthensleep

Him:Huh?

Me:whenyoustressedwewouldusuallyhave

crazysexandthatwouldrelaxyou

Him:That’swidelyinappropriate

Ishruggedmyshoulders..



Me:caniaskyousomething?

Him:Yeahwhat’sup?

Me:howissexwithMissgoodytwoshoes?

Him:excuseme?

Me:howissheinbed?

Hefoldedhisarms..

Him:whydoyouask?

Me:youarealwaysmadprovestomethatyou

sexuallyfrustrated

Helaughed..

Him:GoodnightLaurian

Me:What?Iamtryingtomakeconversation

Heshookhisheadwhilelaughingandwalkedto

thedoor..

Me:Austincomebackiwasjusttryingtomake

aconversation

Him:Conversationwithyourselfthen



Me:it’sthatbad?

Hedidn’tanswer..

.

.

GESH

IwasveryfascinatedbythisgirlthatIstuck

arounduntilhertrainingended,shewasreally

determinedwhenthestaffwasbusyteaching

herthingssheseemedeagertolearnididn’t

understandwhatherstorywasbecausetome

shelookslikesheiswelloff,whatisshehere?

Iwalkeduptomycarandshewasstandinga

bitfarawayfromtheparkinglot,allalone.I

checkedthetimeanditwas20:00,iwasabout

togetintomycarbutsomethingjustforcedme

togouptoher..

Me:improbablygoingtoregretthis

Shewasbusylookingaround..



Me:ishelate?

Shelookedatme..

Her:Sorry?

Me:Pasiright?

Her:Yes

Me:Issomeonemeanttopickyouup?

Her:Somethinglikethat

Me:iftheyrunninglateicangiveyouaride

Her:don’tworryaboutitillbefine

Me:Noreallyidon’tmind

Her:Seriouslyyoudon’thavetoo

Myphonevibrateditookitout,itookoutandit

wasamessagefromBontlesayingshe’ssicki

havetogethome..

Wheniwentbacktomyhomescreenistillhad

Nokhanya’spictureasmywallpaperilookedat

itforawhile….



Me:ummmmihavetogoihopeheshowsup

Her:ihopesotoo

Me:Ifnotnexttimeusethetransportit’sformy

employeesthatknockofflate,don’tworryit’s

forfree

Her:ohw

Me:Yeah,goodnight

Her:Night

Iwalkeduptomycar..PART10BADBOYSOF

THEGAME

[01/10,08:35]Ron:#11

NOKHANYA

Sometimesyoujusthavetoswallowyourpride

andaskforahelpinghand,iwasgoingbroke

anditwasterrible.Ihaveneverbeenhomeless

before,ihaveneverhadtobedependanton

myselfeverythingthatihavehadwasgivento



meinasilverplatter.

GoingbacktoGeshwasnotanoptionihave

disappointedhimalotoftimesidon’teven

thinkheisgoingtotakemebackletalonetrust

me.WithmylastpetrolidrovetoQondiand

Gugu’splacetheytheonlypeoplerightnowthat

canhelpmewithaplacetostay…

Qondi:Nokhanya??

Me:HeySis

Qondi:whatanunexpectedsurprise

Me:hereiam

Her:Pleasecomein

Iwalkedinsidewithmybag..Theirplacewas

beautiful,nottoobigbutitwasverybeautiful.

Qondi:iseverythingokay?

Me:unfortunatelyno

Her:whathappened?

Me:Geshputmeout



Her:hewhat?that’sabitextreme

Me:iknowbutidon’tblamehim,ihavebeena

mess

Her:butputtingyououtknowingverywellthe

challengesyoufacingwiththefamilyand

everything

Me:heisjusttiredofmeQ

Her:wellyouwelcometostaywithusuntilyou

figureoutwhatyouwannado

Me:thankyouverymuch,iappreciatethatwith

allmyheart

Her:wantsomethingtoeat?

Me:Yesplease

Wewenttothekitchen..

Me:isGuguatwork?

Her:Yeah

Me:shehasdoneprettywellforherself



Her:shehas

Me:Geshmustbeproud

Her:weallare

Me:wehadbigdreamsandimhappyshemade

herscometrue

Her:youdroppedoutofamedicalschool

Me:ihadproblems

Her:youhadanalcoholproblemevennowican

seethatyouhavehadsomethingtodrinkoryou

drankalotyesterday

Me:LookQiamnothere..

Her:Nokhanyaatsomepointyouhavetoknow

thetruth,youhavenoonebutyourselftoblame

witheverythingthat’shappeninginyourlife

Me:Wow!!!

Her:doyouthinkthatThandogivesafuck

aboutwhathedidtoyou?Nohedoesn’tinstead

heislivinghisownlifewhileyoursisnot



moving

Me:youdon’tunderstand

Her:idon’tneedtounderstandalliknowisthat

ifyoudon’twannadoitforyourselfthendoit

fortheonesyoulove.DoitforGeshandLwazi

theydon’tdeservethis

IfQondicouldunderstandthesituationthati

amputin,shewouldn’tbetalkinglikethis…

.

.

FUNI

AfterthegreatbattlewiththetwinsChelsea

finallydrovethemtothesafehousethis

morning,iwassupposedtogowiththembuti

didn’tidon’twannagountiliknowwhat’sreally

happening..

Cowenwassittingatthecounterhaving

breakfast..



Me:Morning

Him:Morning

Iwenttomakemyselfacupofcoffee

Cowen:Youalldressedup

Me:Yesiamgoingtowork

Cowen:Why?

Me:Whatdoyoumeanwhy?

Cowen:Yousupposedtobeatthesafehouse

withthetwins

Me:Why?

Him:Funicanyoujustdoonethingwithout

havingtoaskalotofquestions?

Me:Shaneisbackisn’the?That’swhyyou

movingusaway?

Him:Yesheis

Me:Cowenyoucan’tgoafterShane

Him:what?



Me:Youcan’tgoafterShane

Him:thatsoundsverywrongFuni

Me:idon’tmeanitthatwayijust…Nanny

OliphantoncetoldmethatifyoukillShane,

SadeisgoingtodieandifhekillsyouSeanis

goingtodie

Him:that’sbullshit

Me:it’snothalfofthethingsshesaidweretrue

Him:NannyOliphanthadamentaldisorder

Me:whatifshedidn’t?Whatit’strue

Him:it’suntrue

Me:sometimesIwishthatyoucanalsolisten

tome

Him:goupstairspackyourthingsandilldrive

youtothesafehouse

Me:Noiamnotgoinganywhere

Him:whydoyoualwayshavetobestubborn?



Me:Shaneisafteryou,notme.

Him:imnotworriedaboutShane

Me:Thenwhydowehavetogo?

Him:Rileywillcomeafteryoutogettome

Me:iamnotscaredofhim

Him:Funi

Me:NoCoweniamnotgoinganywhere!

Him:yougoingtobealoneattheboutique

becauseDimaisnotgonnacomeidon’tthink

Shabbawillexposehertodangerlikethat

Me:it’sfineillworkalone

Him:youneedtheotherkeytoopenthe

boutique

Me:illdrivebyherplaceandgetit

Him:youareseriousaboutthisaren’tyou?

Me:iamveryserious

Icheckedthetime..



Me:ihavetogo,illseeyoulater

Iwentovertogivehimakiss…

Me:don’tworryaboutmeisurvivedZuko

Imademywayupstairstogetmybag,but

beforeleavingiwentthroughmyclothesand

gotmyredtshirtthenputitinmybag..

Rileyandiwegonnahaveaserioustalk..

.

.

LAURIAN

It’sastruggletobeatthecravingsbutillget

theresoon,ihavetogetthereforSid,ineedto

bebetterforhim….

Iwaslayingonthehospitalbed,andwatching

tvwhenihadanunexpectedvisitor,itwasKay..

Thelasttimeisawmyfriendwaswhenshe

wasstillworkingformeatmySalon,it’sbeena

longtime…



Me:Wow!!whatanunexpectedsurprise

Shecameandhuggedme…

Me:howdidyouevenknowthatiwashere?

Her:Austin

Me:iamveryhappytoseeyouit’sbeenawhile

Her:ithasbeenawhile..Howareyouholding

up?

Me:iamgettingthereit’snotthathard

anymore

Her:iamgladtohearthat.Iwantedtobethere

foryoubadlywhenyouhadthatemotional

breakdownbutyoushuteveryoneoutand

sailedtotheworldofselfdestruction

Me:iknowanditwashard,thatwasthe

hardestthingever

Her:butyouareherenowandgettingbetter

Me:lookingatthepastit’snowirealisehow

muchstupidandselfishiwas



Her:don’tthinklikethatatleastnowyouare

tryingtochange

Me:Sowhat’shappeningwithyou?What’snew

inyourlife?

Her:iamthesameoldKay

Me:newjob?Wereareyouworking?

Her:Stillatthesalon

Me:Really?Isnewownernice?

Her:there’snonewowner

Me:iamnotfollowing

Her:whenyousolditAustinboughtitbackand

askedmetorunituntilyoureadytocomeback

Thatwasnewtome..PART11BADBOYSOF

THEGAME

[01/10,08:38]Ron:LAURIAN

Kaydidn’tstayforthatlongshehadtogoback

tothesalon.AssoonassheleftIhada

momenttothinkaboutwhatshesaid,Austin



boughtmybusinessagain?Iwasspeechless

becausethemoneyimadefromsellingthe

salonwasthemoneyiblewupondrugs,

partyingandeverythingthatwasnotgoodfor

mywell-being,itwasthemoneythat

encouragedmyaddiction….

Thisisasecondchanceatlifeandineedto

grabtheopportunitywithbothhandsandmake

changes,Ifmylittlesisterwashereshewould

beverydisappointedatthelifethatichoseto

live,shedidn’tloseherlifeformetoself

destructlikethis..

Ontheotherhandthere’sSid,idon’twanthim

togrowupandseemeasamotherwhofailed

himiwanthimthatwillmakehimtoresentme

allhislife,iwanthimtogrowupandbeproud

ofme..

Thenursewalkedin…

Her:Iseverythingstillgoodwithyou?

Me:Yesiamstillfine



Her:areyousurethatishouldn’tgetyou

anything?

Me:No

Shewalkedaround..

Me:youspendalotoftimehereinmyward

withmenotthatiamcomplainingbutdon’tyou

haveotherpatientstoattendtoo?

Her:don’tworryiamnottheonlyNursearound

here

Me:butstill…

Her:nooneoutoftheordinarycameintoyour

ward?

Me:No

Her:ifsomeonedoes,tellmeespeciallyifit’sa

suspiciouscharacteronewearingredorhasa

redbandanna

AllalongNurseLucyhadablackbandannathat

shetiesherbraidswith,ineverreallythought



anythingofituntilInoticedit’sthesame

BandannaAustinhasaroundhiswrist..

Me:Areyouaskull?

Shegavemeaweirdlook..

Her:What?

Me:Skull?

Sheclearedherthroat..

Me:youruniformisverydifferentfromother

nurses,youblackandwhite.TheSkullswear

nothingbutblack&white

Her:Thisisunusual

Me:Theskullsit’sagangstergroupthathasa

lotofmemberssomemembersarequalified

professionalsinsomething,FounderSean

Cowenand..

Sheputherhandonmymouththenlooked

around.

Her:Noonehastoknowaboutthatokay?



Inodded.

Sheremovedherhand…

Her:iwasassignedtoprotectyou

Me:from?

Her:rightnowtheskullsandthebloodsdon’t

seeeyetoeye

Me:whathappened?

Her:idon’thavetobediscussingthiswithyou

plushowdoyouknowsoomuchaboutthe

skulls?

Me:iwasinarelationshipwithone

Her:wellthennowyouknowthatyoucanbuzz

mewhenyoufeelthatyourlifeisindanger

Me:Whywouldmylifebeindanger?Austinand

iwenottogetheranymoreheiswithsomeone

elseshouldn’tyoubeprotectingher?

Her:bothofyouarebeingprotectedhedidn’t

wannatakechanceswithyoutoo



Me:isee

Her:illgetyousomethingtoeat

Me:thankyou

Shewalkedout…

Ifmylifeisindangerthentheysendherfor

protection?Ireallydon’tgetitNurseLucy

doesn’tlooklikeshecanevenharmafly..

.

.

FUNI

IdrovestraighttoRiley’shousewhilewearing

theredtshirt.

Thismightturnoutgoodoritcanbesuicidal,

Rileywouldn’tthinktwiceaboutkillingmeagain

heisthesamepersonwhoshotmyhusbandin

coldblood..

Thepersonwhoopenedthedoorwashiswife,

Anathi..



Her:Funi?

IknowAnathisheusedtocomebyatthe

boutiquetobuyclothesaccompaniedbyher

SisterandDaughter….

Her:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:mayipleasecomein?

Her:iguessso

Sheletmein..

Me:sorrytojustshowupunannouncedbuti

wouldliketotalktoyourhusband

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe..

Her:Funiyouwannaspeaktomyhusband?

Me:that’swhatisaid

Her:youevenwearingthewrongcolours,youa

skullwearingred

Me:icouldn’treallyshowupwearingblacknow

cani?



Her:doesCowenknowthatyouhere?

Me:what’swiththe21questions?

Her:youshowupatmyhousewearingthe

wrongcoloursyoucontamplatingwar!!Ishould

bekillingyourightnow

Me:Killme?

Her:Yes!

Ilaughed..

Me:girlplease

Her:Funiiamtrainedtokill

Me:so?

Her:maybeyoudidn’thearmeclearlyiwas

trainedtokill

Me:isRileyaroundornot?

Her:heisnotaround

Me:I’llwait

Her:Noyougonnago



Me:don’tworryillwaitimnotinahurry

Her:youneedtoleave

Shecameandgrabbedmebymyarm,iyanked

herhandoff..

Me:don’ttouchme!!!

Her:orwhat?

Me:youmightbetrainedtokillbutiamFuni

Cowen!

Her:thenFuniCowenleavemyhouse!

Thedooropened,RileywalkedinwithShane..

Ididn’tthinkthatiwouldseeShaneagainsoo

soon…

Riley:whatisgoingonhere?

Anathi:iwouldliketoknowtoo

Rileytookouthisgun..

Him:whatareyoudoinghere?Younot

supposedtobehere!



Me:iknowbut…

Him:isthissomekindofsetup?

Hepointedthegunatme..

Me:S..Setup?

Riley:whyareyouhere?

Me:iamheretotalktoyou

Shane:Funiyounotsupposedtobehere

especiallywearingthewrongcolours

Riley:takehertothewarehouse

Me:Wa….

Riley:wegoingtoholdyouhostage

Me:What?

Riley:youknowverywellyounotsupposedto

beherebutnowhereyouaredeliveringyourself

inasilverplatter

HelookedatShane..

Riley:takeher



Me:Nowait…

Riley:defeatingtheskullsisgoingtobeeasy,

easierthanithought

Shanecameandgrabbedme…

Shane:let’sgo

Me:letgoofme!

.

.

GESH

IwasdrivingBontletoTpee’splaceshehas

beennaggingmethatshewannagothereand

visitforawhile.BontleandTpee’sdaughter

Nalediarebestfriends,idon’tknowhowallof

thishappenedbuttheyprettyclose….

Tpeeandiweusedtobetightuntilhecouldn’t

keepupwithmebeingablood,sowehadto

splitseeinghimagaintodayshouldbe

interesting..



IgotacallfromJusticeasiwasdriving..

Me:Justice

Him:Sorryifidisturbedyou

Me:what’swrong?

Him:wehaveasituation

Me:whatsituation?

Him:seethenewgirlPasithatwehired?

Me:whatabouther?

Justice:shehasbeensleepingrightnexttoour

dumpster

Me:what?

Him:oneofthestaffwhowasdoingamorning

shiftfoundhersleepingtherewhenshewas

takingoutthetrash

Me:wtf

Justice:ireallydon’tknowwhattodoabout

thissituation



Me:it’scoolimcoming

Ihungup..

Me:wehavetomakeastopatKFCbefore

goingtoNaledi’shouse

Bontle:Why?

Me:there’sanemergencyPART12BADBOYS

OFTHEGAME
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GESH

Ilookatthisgirlandit’sstilluncleartomehow

shecanlooklikeamilliondollarmodelandthen

sleepnexttoadumpster,itdoesn’tmakeany

sensebutthisgoestoprovethatdon’tjudgea

personbytheiroutwardappearanceandthink

youknowtheirstory..

Shewasveryashamedtoevenlookmeinthe



eyebutwhowouldn’tbe?

Me:ithinkyouknowwhyiwascalledtocome

andtalktoyou

Shenodded..

Her:firstofalliapologizeforwhathas

transpiredandihopeitwon’taffectmy

chancesofworkinghereireallyneedthisjob

Me:forhowlonghaveyoubeenhomeless?

Her:abouttwoyearsnow

Me:youdon’thaveafamily?

Her:thingsaren’twellbetweenmeandmy

familyrightnow,myfatherpassedonthenmy

MothermarriedmyFather’sbrotherwhowas

madstrict.MyMotherwasverballyandat

timesphysicallyabusivetome.

Me:iamsorrytohearthat

Her:it’sfine

Me:soyouranawayfromhome?



Her:iwentandlivedwithmyBoyfriendwhois

myexnowandhisfamilytheyweren’tgoodto

meeitherespeciallyhisMother.Inmymistof

struggle

Sheexhaled..

Her:idatedhistwinBrotherZwelimajolaiam

sureyouhaveheardofhim

Me:YeahIknowhim

Her:idatedhimtoescapemyfinancial

strugglessincehisBrotherthatiwaswithat

thattimeThamiwasn’tworkingandilearned

thehardwaythatmoneycannotalwaysbuy

youhappiness.Iwasabuseddayandnight

therewasnowayoutandThamihadmovedon,

hisSister’shusbandhelpedhimtogetajob.To

cutthelongstoryshortZwelipassedonandmy

lifeended

Me:youandThamineverfixedthings?

Sheshookherheadno..



Her:gotmarriedtoanotherwomanandnow

theyhavekids

Me:suchasadstory

Her:ilearnedthehardway

Me:youstilllovehim?

Her:iwillalwayslovehim

Me:thenyoushouldn’thavewentforhis

brotherjustbecausehehaddoe

Her:likeisaidI’velearnedthehardway

Me:lookyoucancomeandstayatmyhouse

it’satemporalthingjustuntilyoucanmake

enoughmoneytostandonyourowntwofeet

Her:Nopleaseidon’twannaintrude

Me:it’sjustatemporalsituation

Her:areyousure?imeanidon’twannadisturb

yourpeacewithyourfamily

Me:iinsist



Her:thankyouverymuchandipromiseillbe

outassoonasimakeenoughmoney

Me:iknow..Anywayhowcomeyoulooksoofly

butyouhomeless?

Shechuckled..

Her:becauseidon’twannashowthewhole

worldthatimhomeless

Me:Aytthenyoucantakeyourthingsandill

dropyouoffatthehouse

Her:uhmmmihavetocomefortraining

Me:youwillmissfortoday

Her:I…

Me:iamtheboss

Her:YesSir

Ihelpedhergetsomeofherstaffandwe

walkedouttomycar…

.



.

LAURIAN

Ithinkthatihaverecoveredenoughtobeoutof

here,afteralliamnotsickiwasn’tsickjusthad

withdrawalsymptomsandiamgettingthere

withthat…

Iwannaregainmylifegobacktoworkgetan

apartmentandraisemySon,iwanttobe

independent..

Austinhadcometoseemeiwassitting

straightuponthebedandhewassittingacross

onthechairplayingwithmyfingers…

Him:youlookgoodtoday

Me:thankyoudecidedtoplaywithmyhair

sinceIwasbored

Him:howareyouholdingupthough?

Me:imbetterthanbefore

Him:cravingsstillthere?



Me:theyarestilltherebuticangetoverthat

Him:Yayouwill

Me:Austin

Him:talktome

Me:iamtiredofbeinghereafteralliwasn’t

evensicktobeginwith

Him:iunderstandmaybetomorrowyoucan

comehomeillspeaktothedoctor

Me:thankyou..Andonemorething

Him:whatisthat?

Me:Kaywashereandshetoldmethatyou

boughtthesalonback

Him:shedid?

Me:Yesandknowthatiamgratefulforthat

Him:it’scool

Me:iwantyoutoknowthatiwillpayyouback

everycent



Him:ididn’tbuyitbacksoyoucanpaymeback,

iboughtitbecauseit’syourlegacysomething

thatyoureallyworkedhardfor

Me:that’strueandiregretsellingit

Him:youweren’tinyourrightmindbythen

Me:onemorething

Helookedatme..

Me:iwouldlikemyownplace

Him:nowyoupushingit

Me:yourFiancéisnotcomfortablewithhaving

mearoundthehouse

Him:didshesaythat?

Me:shecamehereandthreatenedme

Him:what?

Me:Austinidon’twanttostartproblems

betweenyouandher

Him:Problems?Lauriansaywhateveryou



wannasaybutiamnotlettingyououtofmy

sight

Me:Whynot?

Him:whatifyourelapse?Youhavemadegood

recoverydon’ttakeafewstepsback

Me:thenwhat?Iamgoingtobeyourprisoner

forever?

Him:Prisoner?

Me:letmebeindependent!

Him:idon’tthinkyouareready

Me:youcan’tdecideforme

Him:iamdecidingforSid

Me:isthisaboutSidoritsaboutyou?

Him:whywoulditbeaboutme?

Me:don’tplaydumbAustinyouknowwhatim

talkingabout

Him:iamtryingtohelpyououtforthesakeof



Sid

Me:that’snotwhatyoutoldKate

Hestoodup..

Him:thinkishouldleave,illseeyoutomorrow

.

.

BRAGA

Funi’sphonewasoff,shewasn’tatthe

boutiquenooneknowswereshewasandi

haveafeelingthatwhereversheis,sheisin

trouble.IhookedupShabbaandChelseatotry

andtrackherdown,thelasttimeshe

disappearedlikethiswaswhenZukohad

kidnappedherandnowiknowverywellthatthe

bloodsarebehindthis..

Me:anythingsofar?

Shabba:Nothing

Me:whatabouthercar?Ithasatracker



Chelsea:it’sattheparkinglotoftheboutique

Me:iknowthebloodsarebehindthis

Shabba:iftheyarethentheyarecoveringtheir

tracksverywell

Me:theycrossingthelinetheycametoourside

andkidnappedmywife!

Chelsea:theyhaveindeedcrossedtheline

Shabba:can’twegeteven?Kidnaponeoftheir

own?MaybeRiley’swife

Me:NoAnathihasbeentrainedverywelltoget

herselfoutofanydangeroussituation,plusi

amnotRileyidon’tincludeinnocentpeople

Chelsea:whatarewegoingtodo?

Me:letmethinkforasecond

IreallyneedtogetFunibackhomeforthe

twins..

Me:there’sonepersonwhocanhelpus

Chelsea:who?



Me:Carlhewasabloodbeforeiamsurehe

knowshowtheydothings

Shabba:that’sperfectgetthegenius

Chelsea:whenaretheygoingtocrossships?

Me:idon’tthinktheywillTpeehastoomuch

pride

Shabba:Tpeecangohanghimselfwejustneed

Carlontheteam

Chelsea:yeahheardthatboyissmart

Shabba:hecangettoabankvoltwithoutagun

Me:illgoandtalktohim,youguyskeepon

searching

Chelsea:onitSirPART13BADBOYSOFTHE

GAME
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NOKHANYA



IwassurprisedtohavemyMothercomeherei

knowQondicalledher.Ihaven’tseenmy

MotherinawhilenowsinceThandodidn’twant

myfamilytodoanythingwithmeshecutall

contactwithme.Iwashappyandalsoangryto

seeher,despitewhatThandodidmyMother

hasnoreasontoabandonmeiamher

Daughterforheaven’ssake!She’ssupposedto

bealwaysthereformenomatterwhat..

Mom:canitalktoyou?

Shemadeherwayin..

Me:Qondicalledyou?

Mom:Yes

Sheclosedthedoor…

Me:Qondihadtocallyouforyoutorealizethat

Iamstillalive?

Mom:There’snoexcuseformyactionsKhanyo

iamverysorry

Me:iamsureyouare



Mom:ididn’tthinkthatthingswerethisbad

whydidn’tyoucallmeorcomehome?

Me:whathome?

Her:iknowwhatThandodidbutDadleftyou

thehouseit’syours

Me:SoThandocanalwaysbeonmythroat?

Her:Hecanbeonyourthroatbuthecannot

kickyououtDadleftyouthathouse

Isatonthearmrestofthecouch..

Mom:Ithoughtthatmaybebygivingyousome

spaceyouwouldhealfasterididn’tkeepin

touchwithyoubecauseIwaspreventing

Thandofromhurtingyouoverandover

Me:evenwiththathestilldid

Her:YouhadSihleandyouhadLwazi,theylove

youthatshould’vematteredmoreyourfamily

Me:ihadthembutnotanymore

Mom:whatreallyhappened?



Me:ibecameanalcoholicthat’swhat

happened

Mom:ididn’tknowitwasthatbad

Me:ican’tfacelifesoberanymore,itried

gettinghelpbutnothingcanhelp.Alcohol

providesthatpartialreleavefrompain,when

youdrunkyouforgetaboutallthepain

Mom:Youcannotbedrunkallyourlife

Nokhanya

Me:whatwasisupposedtodo?

Mom:getyourthingswegoinghomewewill

figureeverythingoutathome

Me:imtiredoffightingwithThandoMa

Mom:Babygetyourthingsokay?

Idon’tknowwhatshe’stryingtodobutfacing

Thandoisthelastthingineedinmyliferight

now,iampowerless.Ihavenofightleftinme

anymore,ijustwishthathecanleavemealone..



.

.

BRAGA

Idon’tknowhowtheBloodsoperateandthey

notamateurslikeZukotheycovertheirtracks

wellwhichisgoingtobeveryhardtofindmy

wife.Carlismylasthope,heknowshowthey

operateandiknowthathecanhelp..

Carl:Cowenidon’tknowificanhelpyouright

nowmygirlfriendisgoingthroughalotandthe

lastthingineedistobefuckingwithRileythen

havinghimcomeheretoshootmySisterand

myGirlfriend

Me:theskullswillneverletthathappen

Carl:butstill..

Me:ineedtofindherformytwinsidon’twant

themgrowinguptohearthattheirMotherwas

killedit’sascarthatwillneverfadeaway

Heexhaled..



Carl:ifihelpyouwiththis,youhavetohelpme

withsomethingtoo

Me:Anything

Carl:wewilldiscussitwhenthetimecomes

Me:iwillsurelyreturnthefavour

Carl:wegoingtohitRileywereithurtsthemost

Me:Hisfamily?Idon’tinvolveinnocentpeople

Carl:iamnotthatshallow

Me:thenwhat?

Carl:thesecondbestthingthatRileycares

aboutisriches,wearegoingtoholdhiscash

hostageforhimtogiveupyourwifeunharmed

Me:Howwegoingtodothat?

Him:SundaynightThebloodsaregoingtorob

abankBarclay’stobespecific.Theyrobany

Barclay’sinevery2monthstheyalwaysdoit

Sundaywhenit’squiet

Me:waityouwantustocrashtheirplan?



Him:Wedoit3hoursbefore

Me:won’tthatstillbeearly?

Him:Theyrobabankat00:00,theskullsare

goingtodoitat21:00

Me:stilllistening

Him:wewipethevoltcleanandholdhismoney

hostage

Me:Barclay’shasthetightestsecurityidon’t

knowifwegoingtobeabletopullitoff

Him:mightbetightbutnottightenoughwhen

youhaveCarl

Me:soundslikeaneasyone

Him:icandrawaplanforyouguysyoucanrob

Barclay’swithoutevenhavingtoshootanyone

especiallytheguards

Me:youdothat

Him:50kfortheplanandaMillionwhenyou

guysgetthedoe



Me:it’sfine

Him:illdraftthecontract,justchooseatleast4

peoplethatyoutrust..4includingyourself

Me:icandome,Chelsea,Shabba,andAustin

Him:Verywell

Me:whenyougoingtogiveustheplan?

Him:illworkonittonightandtomorrowillgive

ittoyou

Me:illbewaiting

Him:ihopeRileywillgiveupyourwifeafterthis

Me:forhissakehehastoo

.

.

FUNI

Shanetookmetothewarehouse,hetiedmeto

achair.AllthewayfromRiley’shousetothe

warehousehehasbeentryingtotalktomebuti



havebeenignoringhim,ihavenothingtosayto

him.

Hefinishedtyingupmylegs..

Him:Alldone

Ikeptquiet..

Him:whatwereyouthinkingthough?

Me…

Him:youluckyRileydidn’tputabulletthrough

you,unlikemeheisheartless

Me….

Him:youstilllookgood

Ihatethefactthathehastolookexactlylike

myhusbandwithanevilheart,Cowenhasa

sincereheartandhislooksonShane’sevilheart

ain’tdoingmercy..

Me:webothknowCowenisgoingtofindme

andthenkillyouthistimeyouhavegoneway

toofar



Hechuckled..

Him:ifCowenwantedtokillmehewould’ve

longdonethatthedayhefoundoutthatwe

slepttogether

Me:Whydon’tyoujustleaveusalone?

Him:Missuniversegetoffyourhighhorsenot

everythingrevolvesaroundyouandyour

husband

Me:caniatleastmakeaphonecalltomytwins?

Shane:Thewon’tbeanyphonecalls

Me:whenisRileygoingtokillme?

Him:itwilldepend

Me:youaregoingtobehisskivvy?

Him:Whatwereyouthinkingshowingupathis

placedressedinred?

Me:iwantedtotalktohim,reasonwithhim

Helaughed..



Him:yougotthelooks,thebody,butyoudon’t

havethebrains.DoyouseeAnathishowingup

atyourplaceaskingtospeaktoCowen?

Me:iamnotAnathi

Him:Maybethat’stheproblem

ThedooropenedandRileymadehiswayin..

Riley:she’sstillalive?

Shane:aliveandwell

Riley:hehaslessthanaweektofindyou

Me:givehimtwodays

Him:youreallyhavefaithinyourhusbanddon’t

you?

Me:that’swhyihandedmyselftoyouinasilver

platter

Hecameclosetomeandlookedatme…

Riley:youclearlydon’tknowwhoiam

Me:youclearlydon’tknowwhomyhusbandis



Riley:Shane

Shane:Yeah?

Riley:CallmySisterGinaorcallJen

Shane:Why?

Riley:idon’thitwomen

Hegotup..

Riley:Calloneofthemnow

Shane:YesSir

.

.

LAURIAN

Katecametoseemewiththatbitchiknowit’s

notafriendlyvisitatall..Shewalkedaroundthe

wardcheckingitout..

Her:howcanyouaffordsuchanexpensive

privatehospital?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..



Her:Austinobviously

Me:whatdoyouwantKate?

Her:howmuchdoyouwant?

Me:sorry?

Her:howmuchdoyouwant?

Me:youwillhavetoexplain

Her:iwantyoutodisappearyoucantakeSid

withyou

Ilaughed…

Her:iwillgetyoufakepassportsandalotof

moneytogotoanothercountryjustnameyour

price

Me:that’sfunny

Him:iamnotjokingiwantyoutodisappear

Me:youthinkAustinwillletthathappen?

Her:Austindoesn’thavetoknow

Me:okaytakinghisSonandthendisappearing



toanothercountryyouthinkhewilljustsitback

anddonothing?

Her:idon’tcareiwantyououtofthepicture!!!

Me:IsNhlanhlathatmuchthreatenedbyme?

Her:DisappearLaurianbeforesomething

scaresyouPART14BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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GESH

afterthatuselessfistfightthatihadwithTpee,

iwentbacktomycaranddrovehome.Iwasa

bitinpain,wereallydidanumberoneachother.

Pasi:Whathappenedtoyou?

Me:nothingthatyouneedtoworryabout

Her:youjustcameheresayingyoudroppingoff

yourDaughterthenyoucomingbackwith

bruisesshouldn’twecallthecops?

Me:No!..lookimfine



Myphonerang..

Me:Canyoupassmemyphone

ShepassedittomeanditwasQondi….

Me:imdriving

Her:iwon’ttakemuchofyourtime

Me:iseverythingokay?Didtheshipmentarrive

ontime?

Qondi:everythingisfinewenowpreparingthe

mules

Me:that’swhatiwannahear

Qondi:iamcallingyoubecause..

Me:because?

Qondi:Nokhanyashowedupatmyplace

Me:howisshe?

Qondi:she’sstillcrazydepressedbutshehas

laidoffonthebottlefornow

Me:igivehertwodaysshewillbedrinking



again

Qondi:youcan’tsaythingslikethat

Me:that’swhatshealwaysdoes

Qondi:anywayshe’sgoingtobestayingwithus

forawhileandiwannagethertorehab

Ichuckled..

Me:goodluck

Qondi:haveabitoffaithinher

Me:iexhaustedallmyfaithforher

Qondi:wellthistimearoundsheseemsserious

Me:wewillseeQondi

Qondi:ihavetogo

Me:keepmeinformedabouttheshipment

Qondi:iwill

Ihungup..

Pasi:ihopeiwon’tgetintroublewithyourgf



Me:whosaidihaveone?

Pasi:youcannotbesingle

Me:whatifiam?

Shelaughed..

Pasi:thatwouldbeaveryfunnyjoke

Me:mygirlfriendisnotlivingwithme

Pasi:why?

Me:wejusthavingsomeproblems

Pasi:Relationshipshey?

Me:Relationships

.

.

LAURIAN

Austincametogetmefromthehospital,i

wantedtogohomenowiwastiredofthisplace.

Austin:Drareyousurethatshe’sfittogohome?



Me:iwasneversickAustin

Dr:she’sready

Austin:ijustdon’twantustogethomeandthe

withdrawalsymptomsstartagain

Dr:sheisfineit’soutofhersystem.Herbody

doesn’tcraveanymoreonlyherminddoesbuti

amsureshethatshewillcontinuebeatingthe

addiction

Me:thankyouDr

Austin:areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes

Icouldn’twaittogohomeandseemySon..

.

.

FUNI

Rileyhadhissistercomehereandbeatmeupi

couldn’teventhrowonepunchatherbitchwas

fastandherpuncheswerepainful.It’slikeall



themembersofthebloodsweretrainedtokill,

theyjusttoostrongforonetogoagainstthem

inafistfight.Afewofmyboneswerebroken,

myfacewasallswollenandiwasingreatpaini

keptonspittingoutblood.Realitykickedinthat

ifCowendoesn’tgetheresoonRileymightkill

meforreal..

Riley:takeafewpictures

Thesistertookpicturesofmeandmybruises,i

couldn’tevengetupfromthefloorthat’show

badlybeateniwas..

Riley:makesureCowengetsthemandmake

surethathecannottrackdownwerethey

comingfrom

Gina:illgettoit

Riley:Shane

Shane:Yeah?

Riley:cleanherup

Shane:shouldn’twecalltheDrorsomething?



Shedoesn’tlookgood

Riley:iwillmakethatcallofwhethersheneeds

aDrornot

Shane:whateveryousay

Shanecameandhelpedmetogetup,iwasvery

muchinpain…

Me:youhavetohelpmegetoutofhere

Shane:wehavebeenthroughthis

Me:Rileyisgoingtokillmedoyouwantthatin

yourconscious?

Shane:it’snotthateasyFuni

Me:icannotdieShaneihavekids

Riley:what’sbeingtalkedabout?

Shane:Cowenwillfindyouijusthopeit’s

soonerthanlater

.

.



BRAGA

IhopethatCarlwillbefinishedwiththeplanby

tomorrow,inthemeantimeShabba,Chelsea,

andiwewerestilltryingsoohardtotrackFuni

down..

Me:anything?

Chelsea:nosir

Myphonebeeped..

Itookitoutandihadreceivedamediafile,it

waspicturesofFunibadlybeatenup..

Me:Sonofabitch!!!

Shabba:what’sup?

Ishowedthem..

Me:heputhishandsonmywife

Chelsea:heisgoingtoofar

Itookmyphoneandwalkedtotheelevator..

Shabba:Whereareyougoing?



Me:iamgoingtokillhim

Chelsea:shouldn’twebegoingwithCarl’splan?

Me:FuckCarl’splan!

Shabbamadehiswaytome..

Shabba:wellyougoingtoneedbackup

Chelsea:I’llgetthegunsandtheAxesfromthe

warehousethenillmeetyouguysthere

Shabba:illcallAustin

Me:Austinisoccupiedbabymamadrugdrama

Chelsea:weshouldbefine

Wegotinsidetheelevator..

Me:CallDuvenhageheisRiley’sBrotherwe

mightneedhim.Ain’tnobestrevengelikeyour

ownBrotherkillingyou!

.

.

LAURIAN



wefirststartedatthemallsothaticouldgeta

fewthingsliketoiletriesandthenafterwemade

ourwayhome,hishousetobemorespecific..

NhlanhlawaswithKateandSid,thiswon’tgo

downwell..

Kate:whatisshedoinghere?

Austin:sheliveshere

Ididn’thavetimefordrama,ijusttookSidand

wewentupstairstomybedroomleavingthem

toargue..

Me:Heyyou,imissedyou

Iwasverythankfulthatiwasbeatingthe

addiction,afteralliwasdoingitformySon.I

owehimthatmuch..

Nhlanhlawalkedinafterawhilewithtwo

glassesofcooldrink..

Her:Hey

Me:Hi



Her:welcomeback

Me:thankyou

Shegavemetheglassofcocacola…

Me:whereisAustin?

Her:hedroveKatehome

Me:ohw

Her:Cheerstobeatingtheaddition

Sheraisedherglassup..

Me:Cheers

Webothdrankfromourglasses,Nhlanhlahad

thisgreenonherfaceasiflikeshe’supto

something..PART15BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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BRAGA

WewenttoRiley’shousejustMe,Chelsea,and

Shabbaweweresupposetohavethewhole



gearbutIfiguredoutthebloodsarereally

pussiestheyaboutgunsallthetimesowhynot

beatthemwiththeirowngear..

Shabbawasthelookouthestoodatthegate,

ChelseaandImadeourwayin.Idon’tthink

Rileywasaroundtherewasonecarinthe

drivewayanditdefinitelywasn’this….

WefoundAnathiinthelounge,Chelseapointed

hergunather.Shegotupfromthecouch.

Chelsea:Surprisedtoseeus?

Shelookedatus..

Anathi:Myhusbandwillbehomeinnotimesoi

suggestyouleavebothofyou!

Me:Willyoubealrightwithherifigoupstairs

andcheckforanyclues?

Chelsea:Yeahweshouldbefine

Chelseaisoneofthebestthat’swhyshe’sthe

leaderoftheskullsinDurban,butAnathiisalso

oneofthebestthatthebloodshaveandleaving



ChelseawithAnathirightnowseemsabit

dangerous..

Chelsea:Bragaillbefine

Chelsea,irecruitedherafewyearsagoand

taughtherallsheknowsbutAnathihasalways

beenaboutthethuglife..

Me:Iwillberightback

Chelsea:illtrytogetsomethingfromher

Imademywaytothestairs…

Anathi:howaboutwefightforthatgun?

Chelsea:whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Anathi:Putitdownonthefloorandwefightfor

it

IturnedandlookedatChelsea…

Chelsea:Let’sdothis

Sheputtheguninthemiddleandsteppedaway

fromit,Idon’tknowwhatChelseaisdoingbuti

trustherandihopeshewillbetheonetopick



upthatgunandputabulletthroughAnathi..I

mademywayupstairsleavingthemthereto

fight.

Iwentthroughdifferentroomsuntililocated

thestudy,itookmygunoutandstartedgoing

througheverything..

Ineedtofindsomething,anythingthatwilllead

metoFuni.Whatifoundmostwasjust

documentsandtheirplansonhowtheyrob

banks…

Ineedtofindsomething,somethingthat’s

goingtoshowmethattheyhaveasecret

locationsomewhere..

Icontinuedturningeverythingupsidedown

tryingtogetsomethingthatitwastakinglonger

thaniexpected.Icouldn’tfindnothing,there

wasn’tanythingthatcouldleadmetoFuni..

Iwenttolookoutofthewindowtocheckif

there’snoothercarbynowonthedrivewaybut

theviewwasn’tleadingtothedriveway.Beforei



couldturnaroundiheardRileytalkingbehind

me..

Riley:Turnaroundslowly

Iturnedaroundslowly,hehadhisgunpointed

atmeandiwasstillholdingmine..

Riley:dropyourgun

Iputmygundownandthenslowlyraisedboth

myhandsup..

Riley:ihavethewifeandnowihavethe

husbandhowlucky

Me:Veryluckyiguess

Riley:stepawayfromthegun

Me:withpleasure

Itookatleasttwostepsback..

Hewalkeduptothegunandbentdowntopick

itup,thebiggestmistakehedidwastotakeoff

hiseyesfrommeandfocusedthemonmygun

thatgavemeachancetokickhisgunoffhis



hand..Itfellabitfarfromus,hetriedpickingup

mygunfromthefloorbutisteppedonhishand

andtwistedmysoletocausemorepain,he

screamed.Ithenkickedhimonhisfacehardhe

fellonthefloorbackwards,ipickedupmygun

andmademywaytohimhewasbleeding.

Me:youhave3secondstotellmewheremy

wifeisoriamgoingtokillyou

Hewasdefenseless,hehadtogiveupmywife

tosavehimself..

Me:3Secondsoryoudie

Voice:nottoday!

AnathimadeherwayinholdingChelsea’sgun,

shepointeditatme..

Shewasbleedingfromhernose,hadablueeye

andwaslimping.

Anathi:PutthegundownBraga

Me:WhereisChelsea?



Anathi:she’sabitinpain

Rileywasstilldisoriented,hecrawledhisway

aroundtryingtolocatehisgun..

Anathi:putthegundown

Ineedtothinkandineedtothinkveryfast,ifi

shootAnathiRileyisgoingtogetaholdofthat

gunandshootme.IfishootRileyAnathiis

goingtoshootme,eitherwayitseemslikeim

screwed!

Anathi:Gunonthefloornow!!

Islowlyputmygunonthefloorbuthalfwayi

shotherinherwomb,shedroppedthegunand

wentdownonherkneesscreaming..Ikicked

thegunoutoftheroomwheniturnedtoRiley

hehadalreadygotholdofhisgunbuthewas

stillonthefloor.Heaimedatmeandshotmein

mythigh.Hewasstilldisorientediturnedto

Anathiandputmyfootonherback,thenput

herfacedownonthefloorwhileshewasstillin

pain..



Me:shootagainandiwillshootherinthehead

Shewasbleeding..

Me:Tossyourgunatmeorsheisgoingto

bleedtodeath

Hetossedthegunatmeandialsokickeditout.

Ilimpedtothedoorandtookthekeyoffthen

lockedtheminside..

Ileanedagainstthedoorforawhileandputmy

handonmythigh..

Me:Fuck!!!

Ineedtogetoutofherebeforetherestofthe

bloodscome

ImademywaydownstairsandChelseawas

sittingonthekitchenfloor,leaningagainstthe

cupboardwithherhandonherstomach.She

wasbleeding..

Me:Chelsea

Shelookedatme..



Her:Braga..Getoutofhereshecalledthe

Bloodsbeforemakingherwayupstairs

Me:iamnotleavingyou

Her:iamgoingtoslowyoudownsheshotme

Me:Comeonlet’sgo

Her:Nogo!

Iwentuptoherandtriedtohelpherup..

Her:Cowengo

Me:iamnotleavingyou!

Thedooropenedarethebloodsherealready?I

lethergoandshefell..

Her:Ahhhhhhhh!!

IpointedmygunatthedoorbutItwasShabba,

hewalkedinwithDuvenhage..

Me:Wherethefuckwereyou?

Shabba:don’task

ShabbawenttoattendChelsea..



Duvenhage:areyoualright?

Me:Nowehavetogetoutofhere

Shabba:needtogetChelseatothehospital

Me:dothatquicklytakethecar

Shabba:andyou?

Me:ihaveDuvenhage

Shabba:youshot,youneedhelp

Me:iamaDrShabba!nowgo!!!

HepickedChelseaupandDuvenhageopened

theforthem..

Duvenhage:Let’sgofindyourwife

Me:idon’tknowweretostart

Duvenhage:ido..WegoingtoGesh

Itookoffmyshirtandtieditaroundmythighto

stopthebleeding..

Me:whatisGeshgoingtodoforus?

Duvenhage:heisgoingtotelluswhereFuniis



beforeiriphisheadoff

Wegotintohiscar..

Duvenhage:areyousureyougoingtopull

through?

Me:ihavebeenthroughworse

Hedroveoff..

LAURIAN

Idon’tknowwhathappenedorififellintoa

deepsleepbutIwaswokenupbySidcrying.I

slowlyopenedmyeyes,everythingwasabit

blurry..

Me:Sid??

Someonepouredwaterinmyfaceandthat

helpedintowakingmeup..

ItwasAustinwhopouredwateronme,

Nhlanhlawasstandingbythedoortryingto

calmSiddown..

Me:Whatisgoingon?



Austindidnotlookhappy..

Austin:iwantyouout!

Me:out??Why?

Austin:youhaven’tbeenbackathomeforeven

24hoursbutalreadyyoubacktoyouroldhabits!

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Hethrewasmallplasticatmethathadcocaine.

Him:Sidwaseatingthiswhileyouwerepassed

out

Me:Passedout?

Nhlanhla:ShameonyouLaurian!

Me:Austinididn’t..Iamnotusing

Austin:iwantyououtLaurian!Gobeforeido

somethingthatiwillregret

Me:Austinplease

Austin:Leave!Now!

Nhlanhla:SheisnotworthitAustin!Don’tgoto



jailforher

HewentandtookSidfromNhlanhlaandthen

walkedout..

Me:You!

Nhlanhla:illhelpyoupack

Thisisnothappeningtomeicamealongway

togobacktomyoldlife..

Nhlanhla:iwarnedyouLaurianbutyoudidn’t

wanttolisten

Igotupfromthebediwasstillabitdrowsy..

Me:youwanthimthatbadthatyouwouldput

mySon’slifeindanger?

Nhlanhla:ididn’tlethimchewforthatlong,

30secwasenough

Islappedheracrosstheface..

Sheputherhandonhercheekandlaughed..

Me:youwon’tgetawaywiththis



Her:lookslikeialreadyhave

FUNI

Shane:iwon’ttieyoutothechairyoustillin

pain

Iwasstillinpainhewasrightaboutthat,we

werecomingbackfromthebathroom.

Him:sitdown

isatonthechairwithhishelp..

Him:howareyoufeelingnow?

Ididn’tanswerhim,hisphonerang..

Him:let’sseewhoitis

Hetookitout..

Him:It’sRiley

Heanswered..

Him:Yeah???…What?

Hisfacechanged,heturnedandfacedtheother

way..



Him:hewhat????

Hehadhisbackagainstme..

Him:didyoucalltherestofthesquad??

Istoodupandpickedthechair..

Him:Funiisstillhere…

Heturnedaroundandihithimwiththechair

hardonhisheadhefell..

Idroppedthechairthatcausedmeabitofpain.

ItookthephoneandcalledCowenbefore

Shanegetsup.

Me:PickupCowen..

Itrang..

Me:Comeon,comeonpickup..

Iwalkeduptothedoorbutitwaslockedandto

unlockitit’sgoingtoneedacode..

Me:Cowenpickup

Shanestartedmoving,thatbastardisstrong..



Thephonewenttovoicemail,icalledhimagain

andrushedtothebathroomwhileShanewas

tryingtogetup..

Cowen:Hello

Ilockedthedoor..

Me:Cowenit’sme

Cowen:Funi?

Me:youhavetofindme!!

Cowen:Calmdownbabyandtellmewereyou

are

Isatonthetoiletseat…

Me:idon’tknow

Cowen:ican’tfindyouifyoudon’thelpme

Me:idon’tknowCowen..Iamscaredyouhave

tofindme(Crying)

Cowen:iknow..Iknow..

Me:iminawarehouseofsomesort



Shanetriedopeningthebathroombutthedoor

waslocked..

Shane:Funiopen!

Cowen:canyoutellmewerethewarehouseis?

Me:idon’tknow

Cowen:therehastobesomething

Me:theygoingtokillme..I’llneverseethe

twinsagain

Cowen:iwillneverletthathappenipromise

you

Istartedthinkingaboutthetwinsand

somethinghitme..

Me:Cowen

Cowen:talktome

Me:Shaneisyourtwin,youneedtogetintohis

mind

Cowen:that’snotpossible



Me:Sade..Sadehe..HimandSeanthey

sometimesthinkalike

Cowen:SeanandSadearealwaystogether,

Shaneandiwedidn’tgrowuptogethericannot

tellwhathethinks

Me:heisyourtwin,heisapartofyou..Youwill

havetotry

Cowen:Funi..

Me:youhavetotry!!!Yougetintohismindand

youfindmeorelsetheygoingtokillme!!!PART
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BRAGA

Icouldfeelthatiwasgettingdizzyandabit

weakeventhoughIhavetightenmyshirt

aroundthewound,butitdidn’tstopthepain



andthebloodstillwantingtoleak.

Duvenhage:wehereareyousurethatyou

wannagothroughwiththis?Icanjusttakeyou

tothehospital

Me:iamgoodlet’sdothis

Aftertakingoffmyshirtiwasleftonlywithmy

whitemusclevestifigetshotitwillgostraight

tomyflesh..

Iopenedthedoorandmademywayoutofthe

car,ilimpedmywaytothedoor.

Me:youdon’tneedagun?

Duvenhage:imalionhecannottakemedown

alone

Me:heshootsyoustraightintheheartyou

down

Ihandedhimmygun..

Him:whatareyougoingtocarry?

Me:imfineyougoingtocoverme



Duvenhagerangthebell..

Duvenhage:let’shopethatheishome

Herangthebellagainafterawhile..

Gesh:ngiyeza(imcoming)

ThedooropenedandDuvenhageheldthegun

athim,itlookedlikehehadjustfinishedtaking

ashowerhehadatowelaroundhislowerbody

andhewasstillwet..

Gesh:iwouldn’thaveguessed

WemadeourwayinwithDuvenhagestill

holdingagunathim..

Duvenhage:Geshweheretoseekanswersi

wantyoutoanswerhonestlyorelsewereally

goingtohaveabadday

Geshturnedandlookedatus..

Gesh:Bragaseemslikeyouhurtneeda

paramedic?

Me:howaboutyoudon’tworryaboutthat



Forsomeonewhohasagunpointedathimbya

lionthatcouldriphisheadoffheseemedpretty

relaxed.

Gesh:MySonisgoingtobehereinanyminute

andyougoingtoscarehimwiththatthingso

ringanami(talktome)

Duvenhagelookedatme..

Me:hesaystalktohim

Duvenhage:whereisFuni?

Gesh:didshesayshe’scominghere?

IwoulddoanumberonGeshrightnowbuti

wastooweakanddizzy..

Duvenhage:shewaskidnappedbyRileyandwe

havereasontobelievethatheisholdingher

hostagesomewhere

Gesh:aretheykeepingherhere?

Duvenhage:Thisisnotajoke

Gesh:amilaughing?



Me:theykeepingherinawarehouseimgoing

toneedcoordinates

Gesh:thewarehousethatiknowoffIstheone

werewekeepourgearatwedonotkidnap

peopleandholdthemhostageinaplacefullor

weapons

Duvenhage:justgiveusthecoordinates!

Helookedatus..

Gesh:letmegetmylaptop

DuvenhageandIlookedateachother..

Duvenhagefollowedhimtothebedroom.

Ilookedatmylegandmyshirtwasstartingto

bewetwithblood.Idon’tcarewhathappensto

measlongasifindmywifethat’sallthat

matters,Ifsomethinghappenstohermytwins

willneverforgivemewhentheygrowupand

learnthatmygangsterlifetooktheirMother

awayfromthem…sheismyworldican’tlose

her.



Theycameback,Geshsatdownandopened

hislaptop..

Duvenhage:ihopeyounotfuckingwithusori

willkillyou

Gesh:idon’tdofuckingwithpeople

Me:Whyyousoquicktobetraythebloods?

Gesh:There’snoloyaltyinbloodsit’salways

moneyovereverythingandyourwifebeing

kidnappedhasnothingtodowithourmoney

Theyhaveaweirdcodenoloyalty..

Hetookapenandpaperthenwrotethe

coordinates..

Gesh:goodluck

Wetookthecoordinatesandmadeourwayto

thecar,iputmyhandonthedoorhandleand

closedmyeyes.

Duvenhagespokebehindme..

Duvenhage:Bragayoudon’tlookgood



Me:let’sgo

Him:No!Geshisobviouslygoingtoalertthe

bloodstheygoingtobewaitingforusican’tget

hurtformywife’ssakeandrightaboutnowyou

notagoodbackup

Me:DuvenhageIsaidimfine!

Him:wewillseeaboutthat

IfeltahardblowatthebackofmyheadandI

collapsed..

.

.

LAURIAN

Ishould’veknownthatNhlanhlawouldgothis

farjusttohaveAustinafterallyoucannottrust

quietpeopletheytendtobesnakesunderneath

asheep’sskin,butwhatiamcertainoffisthat

shedidn’tdothisalone,shehadhelpfromKate!

Austinhastriedtohelpmealotoftimesbefore

andifailedhimbutnowIreallywasadamantto



changebecauseilovemySonandiwanta

relationshipwithhim.IneededtotalktoAustin,

ineedhimtobelievethatIwouldneverhurtmy

Sid.

Hewasstandingatthebalcony..

Me:Austin

Him:thoughtyoubegone

Me:IwouldneverhurtSid

Him:funnybecauseyouhavebeforeyouused

tododrugswhenyouwerepregnantremember?

That’sthereasonwhyoursonhashealth

problemstoday

Me:andiregretgreatlybutthatwastheoldme

Austin!iamnotlikethatanymoreyouhaveto

believeme

Him:howmanytimeshaveihelpedyoubefore

afterafewweeksofbeingcleanyougoback?

Me:Ididn’tdodrugsiwasdruggedbyyour

Fiancé



Helaughed…

Him:let’sblamemyfiancéshallwe?

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme..

Him:NhlanhlalovesSidwithallherheartshe

Motheredhimwhileyouwerehighandfucking

niggaswhywouldshehurthim?

Me:becausesheisthreatenedbymeherand

Katehavebeenthreateningme!!

Him:theythreatenedyou?

Me:Yes

Him:whydidn’tyoutellmewhenithappened,

whyyoutellingmenowwhenyoucaught?

Ididn’tknowwhattosay..

Him:IregretthedayIbroughtyoubackintoour

livesfromnowonyouwillneverseeSid

anymore

Me:Austinplease(crying)

Him:GoLaurianbeforeithrowyouout



Ilookedathim..

Him:Go!!!(shouting)

Iwalkedoutofthebalconywithtearsstreaming

downibumpedintoNhlanhlainthelivingroom

holdingaglassofwine..

Her:iamcertainlygoingtomissyou,poor

LaurianiwillMotheryourchildhewillgrowup

resentingyou!!Knowingthatyouexposedhim

todrugsorthatyouchosedrugsoverhim

Ismiledthroughmytearsandlookedather..

Me:ididn’thavetodangeryourchild’slifeto

getAustintoloveme,Austinalwayslovedme

evenwheniwasaddictedhowmanytimesdid

heleaveyoualoneheretospendendlessnights

alonetocomeandrescueme?

Hersmirkwaswipedoffherface..

Me:ifeelsadforyougoingthroughthesegreat

majorsjustforhimtoloveyou?SidisAustin’s

heartandwithAustinwhenyoutouchhisheart



hewillkillyou

Shecouldn’tevenlookmeintheeyeicouldsee

herswallowinghard..

Me:evenifIgoAustinwillalwaysseemylove

hewilllookatSideverydayandberemindedof

ourloveit’ssadbecauseididn’thavedo

anythingtogethimtolovemenomatterhow

muchyoutryhewillneverloveyou

Her:shutup!!!Shutup!!!(screaming)

Shethrewtheglassagainstthetv..

Me:youapsychobitch!!

Shelookedatmeandshewasbreathingheavy..

Austin:what’sgoingonhere?

Webothlookedathim…

.

.

FUNI



Afterthestuntipulledweevacuatedthe

warehouseandhedrovemetoanotherplace

whereIwouldn’tbefound.Hewasstillinpain

thatchairhithimhardbuthewastryingtobe

strong..

Ithoughtthatiwasgonnabedriventoanother

warehousebuttomysurpriseIwasdriventoa

house,atownhouse.Wegotoutofthecarand

madeourwayinsideonlytoseethegirlwho

physicallyattackedme..

Her:goodseeingyou

Idon’tlikehowshelooksatme..

Me:ShanewhyamIhere?

Shane:becauseyouwereafool!

Shemadeherwaytome..

Her:settledownsweetnessthisisyournew

home

Shegotcloseandstartedsmellingmyhair..



IlookedatShane..

Me:getmeoutofhere!

Sheputherhandonmychinandforcefully

mademetofaceher,afterthatshedidthe

unthinkableandkissedme.Sharvedhertongue

downmythroat..

Ipushedheraway..

Me:whatthefuck?

Shane:iforgottotellyouGinaislesbian

Gina:whathappensbetweenmeandherdon’t

tellJamie

Shane:mylipsaresealed..

Hewalkeduptothedoor..

Me:waitShanewhereyougoing?

Shane:ihaveworktodo

IturnedandlookedatGinashewasbitingher

lowerlip..



Iamgoingtoberapedbyagirl..

Shecamecloseagainandlickedtheleftsideof

myface.PART17BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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LAURIAN

MygoodfriendKayletmestaywithherinher

flaticouldn’tbemoregratefulafterallKayhas

alwaysbeenthereformeevenwhenmyFather

wasstillatit,shehasalwaysbeenagood

friend.

Shecamebacktohersmallloungewithtwo

mugs.

Her:Here

Me:Thankyou

Shesatnexttome.

Her:IstillcannotbelievethatNhlanhladidthat



Me:NowifearforSidwhatifshedoesmore

Kay:shesoundsabitdelusional

Me:shedoescomeacrossasapsycho

Kay:Whatidon’tbelieveisAustin,howcanhe

believeheroveryou?

Me:youcould’veseenhowangryhewashe

didn’twannabelievemeatallorevenletme

explain

Kay:Howpossiblycouldyouhavegottendrugs

whileyougotoutofthehospital?

Me:idon’tblamehimthoughihave

disappointedhimafewtimesbefore

Kay:butstillyouhavemadeatremendous

changedon’tjudgeyourselfwithpastmistakes

Me:Allfornothing

Kay:don’tletwhathappeneddiscourageyou,

youarebetterandthat’sallthatmatters

Me:thankyouforlettingmestayhere



Kay:youalwayswelcome

Me:ican’tstayhereforfreethough

Kay:it’sjustuntilyougetbackonyourfeet

Me:gonnabedifficultgettingajob

Kay:notthatdifficult

Me:trustmeitwill

Kay:ihaveasolution

Me:whatisthesolution?

Kay:youcancomeandworkattheSalon

Me:idon’tknowKay..Idon’tthinkAustinwould

likethat

Kay:LeaveAustintome

Me:Ireallydon’twannasteponhistoes

Kay:babetomorrowyoucomingbackatthe

salonandleaveAustintomeisay

Me:thankyouKayyouhavealwaysbeena

goodfriend



Kay:sowhatmoviedoyouwannawatch?

Me:anything

Shetooktheremote,iamgladKayallowedme

tostaywithherthanmegoingbacktomyold

life..

.

.

NOKHANYA

BeingathomewithmyMotherwasvery

unusualihaven’tbeenhereinaverylongtime.

Myhomehasalotofmemoriesthatiwould

ratherforget,myFatherabusingusme

constantlybeinglockedupinmyroomalways

cryinginfear.Idohopethatnowitwillhave

bettermemories..

Mom:atwhattimeisthemeetingtomorrow?

Me:14:00-16:00

Mom:areyounervous?



Itookthejugofjuicetothedinningtable..

Me:Abit..Imeaniwillbestandinginfrontof

peopleandadmittingthatiamadrunk

Mom:It’sgoingtobeyouandotherpeoplewith

thesameproblemasyours

Me:stilldoesn’tmakemefeelbetter

Mom:Geshcalled

Me:SincewhendoyoucallhimGesh?

Mom:isn’tthatwhateveryonecallshim?

Me:imsurprisedhecalledyouthanme

Mom:Hewasaskingaboutyou

Me:whataboutme?

Mom:Ifyoufine

Me:howdoesheknowthatiambackathome?

Mom:Qondi

Me:ofcourse

Myphonerang..



Me:letmegetthat

Iwentandgotmyphone,itwasLwazi..

Me:Hellobaby

Lwazi:Momwhenareyoucomingbackhome?

Me:Idon’tknowbabyrightnowthingsaren’t

okaybetweendaddyandi

Lwazi:whereareyou?

Me:iamstayingwithgrandma

Lwazi:Comeandpickmeup

Me:Why?what’swrong?

Lwazi:Dadbroughtanotherwomanhereat

home

Me:hedidwhat?

Lwazi:idon’tlikeherandidon’twantherhere

Me:howcanhe…illcallhim

Lwazi:don’tforgettocomeandpickmeup

Me:WhereisBontle?



Lwazi:AtNaledi’shouse

Me:okayletmetalktoDaddyandthenillcome

andgetyou

Lwazi:illstartpacking

IhungupandcalledGesh..

Him:Khikhi

Me:Lwazicalledme

Him:bese?(and)

Me:Hewantstocomeandlivewithmeandmy

Mom

Him:sithiniistorysakhe?(what’shisstory)

Me:apparentlyyoubroughtawomanoverand

hedoesn’tlikeher

Him:kantithisishishouse?

Me:Geshifyouwannapickuphoesandbring

themtothehousedon’tdoitinfrontofthekids

especiallyLwazi,younotbeingagoodrole

model



Him:saysanalcoholicwhoalmosthurtmy

Daughter

Me:idon’twannafightwithyouiamcoming

overtogetmySon

Him:Lwaziisnotgoinganywhere

Me:heisnothappytherewiththatwoman

around

Him:thatwomanisnotevenbotheringhimshe

ishardlyaroundmostofthetime

Me:idon’tcareiamcomingtogetmyson!

Him:don’tforgetistillhavefullcustodyof

Lwazi

Me:idon’tcareiamstillcomingtogethim

Ididn’twaitforhimtorespond..

Mom:iseverythingokay?

Me:NoihavetogoandgetLwazi

Mom:Why?



Me:longstory..Iwillberightback

Mom:okay

.

.

FUNI

Thishousehadnophonessecurityisverytight,

therewasnowayout.Ididalotofcryingmost

ofthedaytheonlythingiwantistobeathome

withmyboys,allthe3ofthem.Mytwinsare

probablygoingcrazyrightnow,especiallySade

heisveryvulnerableemotionallyhemightbe

wonderingwhereiam..

IwipedmytearswheniheardGinatalking..

Her:doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Me:Nothankyou

Shesatonthesmallcoffeetableandlookedat

me..

Her:youbeautiful



Me:thankyou

Howshelooksatmemakesmevery

uncomfortable.

Her:howdidyougetsuchabeautifulbody?

Me:idon’tknow

Her:beautyandlooks,youcan’thaveitall

somethinghastolack?..Ohhhiknowyoudon’t

havebrains

Shelaughed..Iremainedquite.

Her:wassupposedtobefunny

Iignoredher..

Her:itwillbeoversoondon’tworry

Ilookedather..

Me:whatdoesthatmean?

Her:IfAnathidieswegoingtokillyou

Me:howismylifesyncedwithAnathi’s?

Her:Yourhusbandshother



Ichuckled..

Me:Cowenwouldneverdothat

Her:Yeahhedid,youdon’tknowhowmuch

troubleyourstupidityhascaused

congratulationsMrsBragayouhavedeclareda

neverendingwarbetweentheskullsandthe

bloods

.

.

SHABBA

Thetwinsmovedinwithmeandmyfamilyjust

untilwefindFuni,Dimathoughtitwouldbe

betteriftheybearoundpeoplethattheyknow

thanbeingfarawayinasecretplace.Thando

beingtheonlychildshewashappytohavethe

twinsaround..

Sadewasn’thappy,hewouldspendhistime

stealingthehousephoneandtrytocallFuni

sometimeshewouldaskaboutherunlikeSean



whoisfreespiritedhewouldjustaskonceand

thenplay..

IhelpedDimadishupsupperforeveryone..

Ilookedatthetwins..

Me:Tomorrowiamtakingyouguystogoand

seeyourFatheratthehospital

Sean:heisFuni’shusband

Me:Yesiamgoingtotakeyouguystogosee

Funi’shusband

Sadewasjustsittingtherelookingallsad..

Me:Sade

Hedidn’tsayanything..

Dima:Thisisveryhardforhim

Iwentuptohim..

Me:Heylittleguy

Helookeddown..

Me:areyouokay?



Sade:IwanttogoandseeFuniatthehouse

Me:itoldyouFuniisnotatthehouse

Sade:Theotherbighouse

Me:theotherbighouse?

Henodded..

Me:Funiisgoingtocomeback

Sade:she’ssadandcrying

Me:howdoyouknowallofthatSade?

Sean:Shabba!!!!

Heranuptome..

Sean:IwanttoplayXbox

Me:youplayedXboxalottodayAuntyDima

toldme

Sean:TakeusbacktoFuni’shouseFunilet’sus

playgames

Me:YeahiamnotFuni

Sean:TakeusbacktoFuni’shousenow!



Sade:Funiisnotatherhousesheisatanother

house

IlookedatSadewheredoeshegetallofthat

from?PART18BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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GESH

Mykidsaregrowingupsofastandit’scrazy

dealingwithtwoteenagerswholiveunderthe

sameroofit’shecticiwon’tlie.Bontleis16she

ishardlyathomealwayswannabewithher

bestfriendNaledi,andLwaziis14thatonehas

apersonalityofhisown.MyMothersaysheis

meandNokhanyacombinedandimgonna

admititheisthehardesttogetthrough…

LwaziloveshisMothermorethananythingand

Iunderstandwereheiscomingfrombuttogo

behindmybacklikethatandcallher,thatwas

somefuckedupshit..



Itwasalazynightafterbathingionlyputonmy

sweatpantsandmybeaniehattheniwentto

Lwazi’sroom,hewaswaitingforhisMother

withhisbagready…

Me:what’sup?

Heshruggedhisshoulderswhileconcentrating

onhisphone..

Me:chattingtoagirl?

Him:somegirlthatidon’tlikeisbusythrowing

herselfatme

Me:Whydon’tyoujusttellherthatyoudon’t

likeher

Him:ididandBontlegottastopgivingmy

numbertohercrazyfriends

Me:It’sBontle’sfriend?

Hethrewhisphoneonthebed..

Him:It’sNaledi

Me:NalediThobekgale?



Him:Yeah

Me:Whatyoudoingmessingwiththatgirl?

Him:sheistheonemessingwithme

Me:Youknowhowcrazyherfatheris?

Him:Sheistheonewhoiscomingatme

Me:Whydon’tyoulikeher?Sheisbeautifuland

sheseemsnice

Him:becauseidon’tlikeher

Me:fairenough

IheardNokhanyacallingLwazi’sname,she

cametothebedroom..

Shewaslookingsexyasalwayseventhough

shedidn’tdressup,shewasjustwearing

leggingswithamatchingtshirtandsneakers

butmywifelookssexyineverything..

Khikhi:areyoureadytogo?

Lwazi:Yeah



Khikhi:Comelet’sgo

Hestoodupandtookhisbag..

Ilookedather…

Me:Canitalktoyou?

ShegaveLwazihercarkeys..

Her:Iwillfindyouinthecar

Lwaziwalkedout..

Me:Youlooksexy

Her:Thankyou

Wekeptquietforafewseconds..

Me:lookiwasgonnatellyouaboutPasi

Shefoldedherarmsandgavemeaserious

face..

Me:don’tbelikethat

Her:whatyoudoingisverydisrespectfultome

worseyoudoingitinthepresenceofthekids

Me:angim’gculiyaz'(idon’tlikeher)shewas



homelessandsleepingnexttothedumpster

thoughticouldhelp

Her:WowGeshtheMessiah.Youkickmeout

andtakeinsomeoneelsewhoishomeless,

whatifiwassleepingnexttoadumpster?

Me:youknowwhyikickedyouout

Her:ihavetogo…bye

Shewalkedaway,igotupandstoppedherby

gentlygrabbingherarm..

Khikhi:EishGeshleavemealone

Me:eyyNokhanyaifonlyyouknewhowtiredi

amoffightingwithyou

Shetriedgettingmyhandoff,itightenedmy

gripandshookheralittle..

Me:Pholatuu!(relax)

Shestoppedactingcrazy..

Her:iamalsotiredoffighting

Iletherloose..



Her:Youmightnotbelievethisbuttomorrowi

amstartingwiththeAAmeetings

Me:forshizzle?

Shenodded..

ShealwayssaysthatshewouldattendAA

meetingsbutsheneverdoes,idon’tknowifshe

meansitthistimearoundbutinsteadofbiting

herheadoffiamgoingtogiveherthebenefit

ofthedoubtagainandsupporther..

Me:Iamproudofyou

Shelookedatme..

Her:doyoumeanthat?

Me:Yesido

Her:meansalottome

Me:uyazingiyak’canywa(youknowiloveyou)

andIamalwaysgoingtosupportyou

Shesmiled…

Her:iloveyoutoo



Iwasabouttokissherwhenthedooropened,

Pasiwalkedin..Sheclosedthedoorandthen

sawusstandinginthemiddleoftheroom..

Nokhanyalookedher,ihopethisdoesn’tturn

ugly…

.

.

BRAGA

Ihadsurgerytheyremovedthebulletfrommy

thigh,ithoughtthatitwouldbebetterbutIwas

stillinpainandwalkingwasachallenge.Idon’t

havetimetoletmylegfullyheal,ineedtofind

mywifebeforeRileydoessomethingcrazyto

her…

ThatmorningShabbawalkedintomywardwith

theboys,Seanwashappytoseemehecamein

running..

Sean:Cowen!!

Me:Heylittleman



Heattemptedtoclimbthebedbutcouldn’t..

Sean:Sadelookit’sFuni’shusband

Sadewasnotashappytoseeasithoughthe

wouldbe..

Shabba:Heyhowyoufeeling?

Me:mylegisstilllazyiwasoperatedYesterday

Shabba:itwillgetthere

IlookedatSade..

Me:Boycomehere

Hecametome..

Shabba:Sadeistakingthisabithard,heis

alwayssad

Me:It’sunderstandableSadelovesFuniwithall

hisheart

Sean:Cowen!!(shouting)

Me:What?

Sean:Sabbadoesn’tletusplayXbox



Shabba:that’sbecauseyouplayitalot

Sean:Iwannagoawayfromyourhouse

Shabba:icannotwaitforyoutogoawaytoo

Me:anynewsonFuni?

Shabba:wecheckedthewarehousebut

nothing..

Sean:WhereisFuni?

Sade:Sheisatthehousecrying

Shabba:sheisnotatthehouseitoldyou

Sade:theotherhouseitoldyou!Onewith

anothercouch

Sean:sheisatthehousewiththeguywhohas

agun!

Shabba:That’sitnomoregrandtheftauto

IlookedatSade..

Me:WhatotherhouseSade?

Sean:SadesaysFuniisattheotherhouse



cryingwearegoingtogoandsaveher

HestartedplayingwithIVtube..

Sean:Cowenwhatisthis?

Me:don’ttouchthat

Sean:Iamtouchingit

Me:don’ttouchit!

IgaveSademyattentionagain…

Me:CanyoutellCowenhowthehouselooks

like

Sade:Itoldyouithasacouch

Sean:wegoingtogosaveFuniwithagunand

killthem!

Shabba:Theyplaytoomuchgames

Me:Naatheydon’t..IthinkSeanandSadecan

helpusfindFuni

Shabbalaughed…

Shabba:Yeahright



Me:SadeandFuniareverycloseSadeis

definitelysensinghertheyverymuch

connectedemotionally

Shabba:huh?

Me:myGrandmotherbeforeshediedsheonce

toldmethatSadeandShanearenotdifferent

theythesameifiamnotmistakenShane’s

thoughtsareSade’sthoughts,sameaswith

Seanandi..WecanknowShane’smovesand

tailhimthroughSade

Shabba:Ineversawitthatway

Me:IthinktheymovedFunifromthe

warehousetosomewhereelseafterthatphone

call

ShabbalookedSade..

Shabba:Whatelsecanyouseeinthehouse?

Sadeshruggedhisshoulders..

Me:ComeonSade



HewalkedawaytojoinSeanontheotherside..

Me:wegottafindthehouseweretheykeeping

her

Shabba:We?

Me:Yeahiamgoingtodischargemyself

Shabba:youarenotgoinganywhereBragaiwill

callAustinandDuvenhage

Me:Funiismywifeandiamgoingtofindher

Shabba:idon’tthinkso,youstaywiththetwins

andwegotthis

Heheadedtothedoor..

Me:Shabba!!!!..

Heignoredme..

.

.

AUSTIN

TheissuewithLaurianreallyhitmehardafter



tryingsohardandfightingsoohardtostay

cleanshejustrelapsedsoquicklyandwent

backtodoingcrackagain?worsesheputSid’s

lifeindangeriwasconfusediwasvery

confused.Anotherpartofmedidn’twanna

believe,howcouldshehavepossiblygotten

cocainesoquicklyandalsohowdidsheafford

itbecauseshehadnomoney?Laurianhas

neverputSid’slifeindangerlatelythatended

whenshewasstillpregnant.Thisissuewas

verycomplicatedididn’tknowwhattobelieve..

Ontheotherhandidon’twannabelievethat

Nhlanhlacould’vepossiblysetupLaurian,she

isnotthatkindofapersonsheisnotvindictive

orisshe?PART19BADBOYSOFTHEGAME

[01/10,08:44]Ron:#20

AUSTIN

Itookafewdaysofffromworkihavebeen



workingmyAssoffsinceTpeewasadmitted

sonowthatheisbackithoughticouldtakea

fewdaysoffandhavehimdothehardwork,

whileirelax.ThatmorningNhlanhlaandi

decidedtogooutforbreakfast,butfirstshe

wantedtogethernailsdoneatthesaloneand

hereyeslashes.Shejustwantedtodoalotof

thingsthatiwasn’tinterestedinmymindwas

veryfaraway..Allthewaytothesalon’ikepton

thinkingaboutthewholeLauriansaga,Nhlanhla

settingLaurianupwould’vemadesenseifSid

wasn’tchewingonapackageofcocaine.

NhlanhlalovesSidandshewouldneverputhis

lifeindangerlikethat..

Imeanwhywouldsheriskit?Sheknowsthatit

wouldbetheendofusforgoodifsheeverput

mychild’slifeindangerlikethatandshehas

beenaverygoodMothertoSid..

Sheputherhandonmycheekthatbroughtme

backtoreality..



Shegavemeherbeautifulsmile.

Her:What’swrong?

Me:JustthinkingaboutwhatLauriandid

Her:Istillcan’tbelievesheputSid’slifein

dangerlikethat

Me:iwouldforgiveherforanythingbutthis..

Her:Iamgladishowedupjustintimebefore

Sid..

Me:don’tevensayit

Ilookedforaparkingspot..

Nhlanhla:IhopeKaydoesn’thaveclientsyeti

didn’tmakeanappointment

Me:It’sstillabitearly

Her:by11amitsalreadyfulllove

Shetookherbag..

Her:areyoucomingin?

Me:YesiwanttotalktoKayaboutsomething



Webothgotoutofthecarandwentin..

Itwasn’tbusy,itwasstillemptyKaywastidying

up..

Me:Kay!

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Kay:Heywhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Nhlanhlawantedtodoherthings

KaylookedatNhlanhla..

Kay:dowehaveanappointment?

Nhlanhla:wedon’tKayiamsorry

Kay:icannotkeepondoingyoufavoursjust

becauseyoufuckingtheboss!

Kayhasaloosetongueandshedoesn’trestrain

itfromsayinganything..

Nhlanhla:It’snotlikethatKay

Kay:It’slikethat,Nhlanhlathisisnotthefirst

timeyoudothis



Me:Letmegowhileyougirlsfight

Nhlanhla:didn’tyousayyouwannatalktoKay?

Me:iwilltalktoherwhenicomeback

Nhlanhla:Whereareyougoingnow?

Me:togetcoffeenextdoor

Nhlanhla:Pleasegetmeacappuccinolove

Me:Okay

AsiwasheadingtothedoorLaurianshowedup

fromtheback..

Laurie:Kaywheredoyouwantmetoputthis

sham…

Hersentencefadedwhenhereyeslandedon

me,welookedateachotherforawhile..

Kay:Uhmyoucanfilluptheshelfwegotthe

stockyesterday

Ithoughtthatafterikickedheroutshewas

goingtogobacktohercrackheadfriends,but

heresheisshewenttoKayinstead.Shelooked



verybeautifulwaswearingalongskirt,adenim

tshirtthatshetiedintoaknottorevealherbelly

ring.Shehadunbuttonedithalfwaytooto

exposehercleavage,herhairwasneatlytied

intoaponytailandshehadbigroundearrings.

Shelookedverybeautifulthatijustwantedto

goupandkissher,thatbrownlipstickmatched

herperfectlips..

Kay:Laurie..

ShelookedatKayandthatbrokeoureye

contact..

Kay:youcanputthemhereontheshelf

Laurie:Okayillgetmore

Shewalkedaway..

IwentbacktoNhlanhlaandKay,Nhlanhlagave

measeriouslook..

Kay:sowherewerewe?

Nhlanhlawassoomadithoughtshewasgoing

toburstfromhowheavyshewasbreathing..



Nhlanhla:Kaywhat’sgoingon?

Kay:with?

Nhlanhla:WhatIsthatthingdoinghere?

Kay:thing?

Nhlanhla:crackhead!

Kay:okaytheonlyreasonwhyirespectyouis

becauseofthatfooloverthere!Ifitwasn’tfor

himiwould’velongkickedyourassbutkeepon

pushing!

Shetookthebroomandstartedsweeping..

Nhlanhla:Ithinkwewillhavetodiscussyour

futurehere

Kay:isthisyourbusiness?

Nhlanhla:Austin’sbusinessismyBusiness!

Kay:Austin’sbusinessisnoneofyourbusiness!!

Austinshekeepsonbeinglikethisimgoingto

bounce

Nhlanhla:Thenbounce!



Kaydroppedthebroom..

Kay:Lauriecomegirlwebouncing!!(yelling)

Me:Kayyouoverreacting

Kay:iamnotover..Laurie!!!

Laurianshowedup…

Kay:Comeongirlwebouncing

Laurie:Why?

Kay:Missthangoverherethinksshe’sallthat

becauseshe’sfuckingAustin!

Nhlanhla:Iamsonotgoingtobeghettowith

you

Kay:Iamghetto?Childpleaseiwouldratherbe

ghettothanfake!Youallupinherepimping

yourselfupbecauseyouknowyounotgood

enoughforAustin!

Nhlanhla:ohhhmy..Youknowwhatimjust

gonnalaughatthatbecauseweengagedtobe

married!



Kay:Pshhhhbloodyrebound!

Nhlanhla:rebound?

Laurie:Ifit’saboutmeiwillgladlyleaveidon’t

wannacausetrouble

Nhlanhla:thankyoubyeFelicia!

Kay:likereallyNhlanhlashutup!

Laurie:illgogetmypurse

Shewalkedtotheback..

NhlanhlaandKaycontinuedarguing,ileftthem

thereandwenttotheback..Laurianwasgetting

herthingstogether.

Laurie:IamsorryAustinitoldKaytotalktoyou

firstbut…

Iclosedthedoorandwenttoher,iputmyhand

aroundherwaistandpulledhercloserthen

kissedher..

Wekissedforawhileandsomehowitfeltright..

Shebrokethekissbutwewerestillveryclose



toeachother,shewipedmylowerlipwithher

thumb..

Laurie:don’tbethatguy,yourFiancéiswaiting

foryou

Iheldherhandandkissedherthumb.

Me:youknowihateyouandloveyouatthe

sametime.Apartofmejustwantstofuckthe

livingdaylightsoutofyou,butanotherpartof

mewantstosnapyourneck

Thiswasveryhardforthebothofusbutalli

knowisthatthemoreigetmadatherandtryto

pushherawaythemoreandmoreifallvery

hardforher..

.

.

GESH

IpromisedNokhanyathatiwasgonnagowith

hertotheAAmeeting,givehersomemoral

supportandasamanofmywordishowedup



atherhousebutiwasabitearly..Shewasn’t

aroundtheonlypersonthatifoundwasher

Mom..

Thuli:GeshmaGesh

Me:andhowdoyouknowthatname?

Thuli:abantubayakhulumangaweeLoxion

(Peopletalkaboutyouinthehood)

Iwentuptoherandhuggedherwhilekissing

heronhercheek..

Thuli:youarerightintimeforafruitpunchit’s

non-alcoholic

Me:okayillhaveaglass

Shepouredforme..

Me:thankyou

Thuli:themeetingisnotuntilat14:00youare

early

Me:iamearlyaccidentallyonpurpose

Thuli:whatisit?



Me:entlekngifun’ukuringanawe(iwannatalk

toyou)

Thuli:nganimanjeGesh?(youwannatalkabout

what)

Me:ang’sgcwaliistylesakhosok’ringa(idon’t

likehowyoutalk)

Shelaughed..

Thuli:WithallthemoneyGeshyoustillhood

Me:Nothingwillchangethat

Thuli:sowhatdoyouwannatalkabout?

Me:ihavebeenthinkingalotaboutthisand..

Thuli:and?

Me:IthinkiwannahitchyourDaughterputher

outofthegame

Shelaughedagain..

Thuli:thatwasfunny

Shesawhowseriousiam…



Thuli:youcannotbeserious

Me:It’stimeThuli

Thuli:Geshit’sbadenoughthatwehadto

acceptyourrelationshipwithNokhanyawhile

youguysarecousinsindabayokushadahaicha

ngeke!(marriageisano)

Me:AhhThulidon’tsaythat

Thuli:Youguysevensharethesamesurname

ngekekulunge(itwon’twork)

Me:sowhatamitodo?Ngobastraightnojoke

ngiyay’ncanywaleNtombazanayakho(ilove

yourdaughter)

Thuli:wenanoKhanyoyourrelationshipnjeis

alwaysonandoffwillguysbeabletohandle

marriage?

Me:sizobonakhona(wewillsee)

ThedooropenedandNokhanyawalkedin,she

waswithLwazi..



Thuli:youguyshaveavisitor

Khikhi:ithoughtyouweregonnacomelater

Me:AhhhiwantedtotalktoThuliabout

something

Khikhi:aboutwhat?

Me:uthandaizindaba

Thuli:Lwazicomeandhelpwithsomethingon

myphone

Theywalkedoutoftheroomgivingmeand

Nokhanyasomespace..

Me:areyoureadyforthemeeting?

Khikhi:Yesiamweirdenoughican’twait

Me:that’sgood

Khikhi:iamgladyouherebecausewehaveto

discussBontle’sbirthday

Me:idon’tevengetakiss?

Khikhi:didn’tyourothergirlfriendgiveyoua



kiss?

Me:ungang’kwatisi(don’tmakememad)

Khikhi:seriousthoughshehastogo

Me:Ifyoumovebackinshewill

Khikhi:youkickedmeout

Me:andnowiamaskingyoutocomeback

Khikhi:iamnotyourtoy

Me:notmytoy..YouaremyNomayini

Shelaughed..

Khikhi:Awwnomayin’..Youstilllikethatsong?

Me:verymuch..

Iwentandstoodbehindherwithmyarmgently

aroundherneck…

Me:youknowmyfavoritepartofthesong?

Khikhi:ithoughtthewholesongwasyour

favorite

Me:Itisbutthere’sthispartthatremindsmeof



you

Khikhi:Whichpartisthat?

Iloweredmyheadandwhisperedinherear..

Me:“Shewantsmything-a-ling

ufun’ukuyibamba..Anditmadehersingand

singohnanana..”

Shestartedlaughinghysterically..

Her:whatamigoingtodowithyoumara?

Me:wellyoucantakemeupstairstoyour

bedroomthen..

Ididn’tevenhavetofinish,shegotmyhandoff

fromaroundherneckandheldit..shebasically

ledmeupstairstoherbedroomwhileswaying

herhipsfromsidetosidetryingtoteaseme..

Me:“Awwwlanaziyawa..”

Khikhi:“bizaabogata..”PART20BADBOYSOF

THEGAME

[01/10,08:44]Ron:#21



NOKHANYA

Geshcouldn’tgowithmetotheAAmeeting,

afterthesessionwehadinmybedroomhegot

acallandrushedouttogoandattendtoan

emergency.Noonewasabletocomewithme

soIwentalone,andasipredictedthemeeting

didn’tgowellforme.Afterisharedmystory

thosepeoplekeptongivingmeweirdlooks

whichinturnmademefeelashamed,mademe

feelnaked,andhumiliated.Icouldn’twaittobe

outofthereievenleftbeforethemeetingwas

over…

Iwasn’tintherightstateofmindmymoods

werealloverandifeltverydepressed.Usually

whenthathappensijusthaveacoupleof

glassesofwine,butsinceiamtryingtostay

soberit’shardformetodealwithallthese

emotionsanddisturbingthoughts..

WhenigothomeicalledmyBrotherLungahe



istheonlypersonwhounderstandsmeand

doesn’tjudgeme..

Lunga:Itwasyourfirstdayjustgiveittime

Me:NoLungayoushould’veseenhowthey

werestarringatmeifelthumiliated

Lunga:youshouldn’tbecausetheyinthesame

positionasyou

Me:idon’tknowwhyeveryoneinsiststhati

needhelp,drinkingisnotwrong

Lunga:Yesdrinkingisnotwrongbutdrinking

everydayforthewrongreasonsiswrong,

rememberthattimewhenyoudrankandtook

waytoomanypills?Youscaredallofus

Me:Thatwasjustoneincidentthatnever

happenedanymore

Lunga:Butitcouldhappenagain

Me:idon’tknowLungaifeellikeiam

suffocatingican’tdealwitheverythingina

soberstateofmind



Lunga:that’swhyyoushouldbeattending

thesemeetings,trygoingagainandifaweek

passesstillyoufeelthesamewaythenyoucan

stopdeal?

Me:Okaywehaveadeal

Lunga:Ihavetogotothegymillcallyoulater

Me:lateritis

Lunga:IloveyouandgreetMomforme

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Lungaisverysweetandveryloving,ialways

feelabitbetteraftertalkingtohimiamvery

blessedtohavehimasamybrother..

Afterthecalliwenttothekitchentohelpmy

Momwithdinner,fromadistanceicouldhear

hertalkingonthephonewithThando.Sheeven

puthimonloudspeaker..

Mom:SheisreallytryingtochangeThando

Thando:Change?IbetifIcouldbuyheralcohol



nowshewoulddrink.Momicannotbelieveyou

allowedherbackintothehouse

Mom:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Leavemy

childtobehomeless?Thando:whenNokhanya

starteddatingGeshnoonesaidanythingabout

thenatureoftheirrelationship.Momtheyare

cousins,DadandGesh’sFatherareBrothers

worsetheirsickeningrelationshipbroughta

childintothisworld.BasicallyGeshisLwazi’s

Fatheranduncle!youguysdon’tseejusthow

muchtheyhaveembarrassedthisfamily?We

arealaughingstock!elderssatbackand

allowedthisfilthtohappen..

Iwassoomadthatistormedinandthentook

myMom’sphonetoendthecall,ibangedthe

phoneonthekitchencounter.

Me:AreyouseriousMom??WhatifLwazi

walkedinonlytobewelcomedbythiskindof

talkbetweenyouandyourSon?

Mom:IampreparingdinnerNokhanyamy



handsarefullicouldn’tholdthephonenextto

myear

Me:Idon’tcare!!!Youshould’vetaken5minat

leastitwouldn’thavekilledyou!

Mom:don’tyellatme

Me:iwillyellalliwantbecauseyou

impossible!!!!IamtiredofyouandyourSon!

Iwalkedaway..

Mom:Nokhanya!..

Iwasveryupset..

.

.

LAURIAN

Iwasallsmilesaftertheencounterihadwith

Austinearliertoday,idon’tknowwhybutthe

incidentputasmileonmyfacefortherestof

theday…

Me:OkaywehaveTheDevilwearsPradaand



Somethingborrowed

Kaywalkedinwithaglassofwineforherself

andajuiceforme

Kay:Hmmmmtoughone

Me:let’sdosomethingborrowed

Kay:idon’tknowheybothofthemusedtobe

ourfavoritemoviesbackintheday

Me:I…

Someonerangthebell…

Me:solate?

Kay:illcheckwhoitis

Sheputtheglassesdownandwenttogetthe

door…

Isatdownonthecarpetanddrankmyjuice.

Kay:Whatthehell??

Voice:whereisshe?

IswearthatwasNhlanhla’svoice..



Kay:whatareyoudoinghere?

AnditwasNhlanhla,shejustthrewherselfinto

thelounge..

Nhlanhla:Stayawayfrommyfiancé!

Kay:Excusemethisismyplace

Nhlanhla:ReallyKay?Aftereverythingwehave

doneforyouthisishowyourepayus?

Kay:We?Nhlanhlayoudidnothingforme!

Nhlanhla:IfAustindidn’tbuythatSalon’you

wouldn’thaveajobtoday

Kay:Nhlanhlapleaseleavebeforeido

somethingthatiamgoingtoregret!

Nhlanhla:ihopeihavemademyselfclearthen

Me:whatashame

Nhlanhla:areyousayingsomething?

Me:amisupposedtosayanything?

Nhlanhla:idon’tthinksocontinuesniffingcoke



Laurianthat’syourlifeafterall

Me:andyouaresoothreatenedbythiscoke

headthatyouevenputmychildindanger

Kay:ThatwasverylowofyouNhlanhla!Better

praythatAustindoesn’tfindoutbecauseheis

goingtokillyouandimeanliterallykillyou!

Nhlanhla:Howishegoingtofindout?Ohhhyes

youguysaregoingtotellhim

Me:Naaathetruthalwayscomesouthewill

seeyouforwhoyoureallyare!

Kay:youhavenomoralswhatsoever!Youhave

anuglysoul

Nhlanhla:PleaseKayinsultme

Kay:ihaven’tevenstartedbutkeeppushing

Nhlanhla:areyouthreateningme?

Kay:Ifiwasthreateningyouiswearyouwould

know!

Nhlanhla:IamwarningyouLaurianstayaway



frommyFiancé!Orelse..

Me:orelsewhat?

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedaway..

Kay:Ohhhandwearesooscaredofyouforthat

lastpart“orelse”(sarcasm)

Ilaughed..

YouknowiamnotthatlowbutsinceNhlanhla

isallupinmyfacebecomingamosquito,iam

goingtobecomeaheadachetoheronethat

painkillerswon’tevenmakeitgoaway.

.

.

FUNI

Whatidomostofthetimeistobeinthis

bedroomandjustthinkaboutmytwinsand

CowenuntilIcrymyeyesout.Imissthemsoo

verymuchandidon’tthinkiwilleverseethem

againshouldRileykillme.Itevenlookslikeit’s



becomingabitharderforCowentofindme..

Iwaslayingonthebedwheniheardsomeone

callingmyname,itwasadifferentvoicefrom

Shaneandtheothers.Iignoredatfirstthinking

thatmymindisplayingtricksonmebutthe

personcalledoutagain,igotupandsatup

straight..

Thedooropenedandsomewhiteguywalked

in..

Him:Funi?

Inodded..

Him:MynameisCarliamafriendofBraga’s

Hetookoffhisbandannafromhiswrist..

Me:Neverheardofyou

Idon’tknowthisguyandidon’ttrusthim,the

lastthingiwantistobekidnappedagainand

heiswearingadifferentBandannafromthe

skulls….



Him:wehavetogobeforetherestofthe

bloodscome

Ididn’tmoveaninch,hesawthatididn’ttrust

him..

Him:shouldicallBraga?

Me:Yesplease

HetookouthisphoneandcalledCowen..

Carl:Yesifoundher..Noit’sonlyGinawhois

aroundbutwehavetomovebeforeShaneand

Jamiecomeback..

Helookedatme..

Carl:shedoesn’ttrustme..Ok..

Hecamecloserandgavemethephone..

Me:Hello

Braga:That’sCarlheisafriendhehascometo

takeyouhome

Me:Whydidn’tyoucome?



Braga:Thisisnotthetimetobehardheaded

okay?Plusyouareinalotoftrouble

Me:okay

IgaveCarlhisphoneback..

Carl:Canwego?

Me:Yes

Him:ihavetoblindfoldyou

Me:Why?

Him:There’ssomethingyoushouldn’tsee

Me:Ifit’sadeadbodyihaveseenonebefore

don’tworry

Him:TrustmeDuvenhageismorescarierthan

adeadbody

Hecameandblindfoldedme…

Me:howdidyoutrackmedown?

Him:Yourlittleboysareverysmart

Me:Thetwins?



Him:YesBragacalledmeandsaidoneofthem

keptonsayingyouinahouseandbeinga

formerbloodmemberiknowhowtheyoperate

andiknewhowtofindyoubecauseiknowall

theirsecrets

Me:whatareyounow?

Carl:IamCarlShaw

Heheldmyhand..

Me:Whydon’tyouhaveagun?Whatkindof

gangsterareyouthatdoesn’thaveagun?

Carl:Idon’tneedaguntrustme,mymindis

morepowerfulthanagun

Me:Isee

Ihavezerofaithinthisguyhowishegoingto

protectmeincasethebloodsfollowus?And

wherethehellisShabbathatBragahadtocall

thisinexperiencednonegunusertocomeand

rescuemeandwhereisBragatoo?PART21

BADBOYSOFTHEGAME
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FUNI

MrCarlShawthoughihavedespisedhimbut

hediddrivemehomethatnightandwearrived

safelywithoutbeingtailed.Istilldon’t

understandhowhecandothatwithoutagun,

evenwhenhewasdrivinghewassoorelaxed

likenothingcantouchhim.Don’tgetmewrong

Bragadoesn’tcarryagunalwaysbuthimand

hiscrewalwayshavesometypeofweapons

andthenMrCarlontheotherhandheishis

owncrew,onemanstandingwithoutagun

managedtorescueme.Myownhusbandthe

leaderoftheskulls,SeanCowenMrBraga

himselfputmylifeinCarl’shands.Hetrusted

himwithmylifewhileCarldidn’tevenhavea

guntoprotectmebuthegotmehomesafeand

sound..

Hewasamazingiwon’tlie,andhewasvery



cutetooallthewayashedrovemeinthecar

wesharednowordsheonlyconcentratedon

theroadandsangthelyricsofthesongthat

wasplaying..

Alliheardinthecarwashimsingingalongto

thesongthathekeptonrepeatingoverand

over:

“See,inaperfectworld,I’llchoosefaithover

riches..I’llchooseworkoverbitches,I’llmake

schoolsoutofprison..I’lltakeallthereligions

andput’emallinoneservice..Justtotell’em

weain’tshit,butHe’sbeenperfect,world”

Thewayhewassayingthosewordsicouldtell

thedeepmeaningofthemmadesenseonlyto

him..

Ikeptonlookingathishandswhichwere

grabbingonthewheel,andididn’tseearingon

hisleftfinger.Heisnotmarried?Isheeven

datingthough??

Icouldn’tstopthankinghimwhenhedropped



meoffathome,hebasicallysavedmylife…………

IwasabitsadtolearnfromShabbathe

followingdaythatBragahadanencounterwith

Rileyandheisatthehospital,notagain!Riley

didn’ttrytotakemyhusbandawayfromme

again!IwasveryconcernedasIplayedXbox

gamesthatmorningwiththetwinswhileDima

wassittingatthekitchencountergoingthrough

designs..

Sean:AhhhFuni!Notagain!

Iputmycontrollerdown..

Me:Seanthisishard

Sadewasbehindmewithhishandsaroundmy

neck,becauseofhimblockingmeicouldn’t

leanbackagainstthecouch..

Sade:It’snothardFuni!

Sean:YoupresshereFuniitoldyou!

Sade:Youdon’tlistenFuni



Me:idon’twannaplayanymore

IgotupwithSadeonmyback..

Me:GetdownSade

Sean:Sadecomelet’splay

Ihelpedhimgetdown..

IwentuptoDimawhilehejoinedSean..

Me:thankyouforbringingthemsoearlyinthe

morning

Dima:Theymissedyou

Shewentbacktowhatshewasdoing..

Me:uhm…Dima

Dima:Yes?

Shesaidthatwithoutevenlookingatme..

Me:DoyouknowCarlShaw?

Dima:Onlysawhimoncewhenhecametosee

Shabba

Me:Whatyouthinkofhim?



Shelookedatme..

Dima:whatyoumean?

Me:Imeanisn’theweird?

Dima:Inwhatway?

Me:Apparentlyheisagangsterwithoutagun

Dima:iheardheageniushedon’tneedagun

heisapparentlythebestinthegangsterworld

Me:Isee

Shewentbacktowhatshewasdoing..

Me:kindofweirdthatheisnotmarried

Dima:Haveneverheardofhimevenhavinga

girlfriend

Me:soheissingle?

Dima:probably

Me:interesting

Thatwasveryinteresting..

.



.

NOKHANYA

IwasdonewithmyMotherandThando,iwas

sooverthemyouwon’tevenbelieveit.Icannot

beinthishousewithmyabusiveFatherdead

butstillbeabusedbymyBrotherwhodidn’t

evengivebirthtome!andmyMotheritseems

likesheisstandingwithhim…

ThatmorningLwaziandidrovebacktoGesh’s

place,likeican’tanymore.Theycansay

whatevertheywannasayaboutGeshbutheis

myBabydaddy,heispracticallymyhusband

theyacceptedwhenhepaidLobolaformebut

todaytheyactingbrandnew..

Wegottothehouseandhewasaroundwith

Carltheywerelisteningtorapsongswith

smokearoundthelounge,theyweresmoking

weed…

Theyweresointoittheydidn’tevenhearme

andLwazicomingin,itoldLwazitogotohis



room.Istoodatthedoorwayandlookedathim..

Carl:Okayhearthisman:

Man,theserapperssotypical

Idropasmashrecord,Alltheserappersso

minuscule..It’sfunnyhowtheycomparemeto

niggaswho’vehittheirpinnacle,IfIdon’tbuy

mySisterahousethisyear

I’mgoingcynical…

Geshlaughedfirstthengavehimtheblunt..

Gesh:bang,bangorbuck,buck..There’sa

reasonwhymyproverbsstayhighaseaglesya

ngum’petha..

Hewantedtocarryonbutdidn’twhenhesaw

mestandingthere..

Gesh:I’llberightback

Hestoodupandcameuptome..

Him:HeyKhikhi..Heybaby..

Heputhishandsaroundmywaistandslowly



pushedmebackuntilwemadeourwayintothe

kitchen..

Him:Ididn’tknowthatyouwerecomingwhata

surprise

Me:obviouslyishould’vecalledseeingthatyou

busy

Hestarreddeepintomyeyesforawhilelikehe

wassearchingmysoul,icouldn’tcontainmy

emotionalself..

Him:WhoamIkillingtoday..Whoismakingmy

babycry?

Hewipedmytears…

Me:Thandohe..

Him:Thandoagain??

Me:idon’tknowwhyhehastobelikethis

Him:ihavebeenverypatientwithyourBrother

butnow..Sekayang’dina(heisannoyingme)

Me:LwaziandIcamebackidon’tthinkican



staythereanymore

Him:Iamgladyouthoughtofcomingback

home

Me:metoo

Hesqueezedmycheektryingtomakeme

smile..

Me:whatareyoudoingwithCarl?Youwant

Tpeecominghereandthrowingtantrumsand

pullingdeaththreats?

Helaughed..

Gesh:Carlismyfriendhehasalwaysbeenmy

friendandimgonnahangaroundwithhim

wheneveriwanttoodespitewhatTpeesays!

Bontlewalkedin..

Bontle:Dadi…

Shesawme..

Bontle:Nevermind

MeandBontlewehaven’tbeenseeingeyeto



eyesincemylastincidentwithher..

Shewalkedaway..

Geshlookedatme..

Me:I’llgoandtalktoher

Iwalkedawaytoherbedroom..

Me:Bo..

Assoonasshesawmeapproachingher

bedroomshebangedthedoor..

Bontle:GoawayNokhanya!!!!

Me:iwannatalktoyou

Her:Leavemealone!!!Idon’twannatalktoyou!

Me:Gesh!!Geshcomeandtalktoyour

daughterbeforeikillher!!

Itriedopeningthedoorbutitwaslocked..

Me:Youdon’tlockdoorsinmyhouse!!!

Bontle:It’smyFather’shouse!!

Me:Gesh!!!Gesh!!!Geshyoubettercomenowi



amseriouslygettingpissed!!

.

.

AUSTIN

IwasbusyonmylaptopwhenNhlanhlabrought

mebreakfast..

Nhlanhla:Herewego

Me:Thankyou

Shesmiled..

Nhlanhla:Youwelcome

Iwentbacktomylaptop…

Nhlanhla:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:justworkthings

Nhlanhla:thoughtyoutookaleave

Ilookedatherasshesatdown,Kayhadcalled

methismorningtellingmethatNhlanhla

showedupatherflatlastnightthreatening



Laurianandalsoconfessingtosettingup

Laurian.Kaypracticallymadeitclearthat

NhlanhlaputmySon’slifeindanger.IknowKay

andsheisnotthetypetojustaccusepeople,

sheisnotthatpetty.Ilookedatherasherlips

slowlymoved,notNhlanhlashewouldn’tdo

thatsheknowsourrelationshipwouldcometo

anendshouldshedothat..

Sheshookmyhand…

Nhlanhla:Love??

Icamebacktoreality..

Nhlanhla:whereisyourmindat?

Me:Sorryimjust..It’snothing

Nhlanhla:SoIwasthinkingwecanblendboth

ourfavoritecoloursforthedecorofthe

receptionistand..

Me:DidyousetupLaurian?

Thatbustedherbubble..



Her:Huh??

Iremainedcalm,tryingtopreventmyselffrom

loosingit..

Me:iloveyou..Youknowiloveyou

Her:iknowandiloveyoutoo

Me:yourwarmheartandyourkindnessiswhat

iadmiremostaboutyou

Her:Iknow

Iheldherhand..

Me:Wehaveneverliedtoeachotherletsnot

startnow

Shefakedasmile..

Her:Idon’tunderstand

Me:NhlanhlaifyoureallysetupLaurianiwill

findout,youknowiwillfindout..Iamgoingto

askyouagain,didyousetupLaurian?

Sheshookherheadslowly…



Me:It’sbetterihearitfromyouthanfindingout

formyselfbecausethatwillmakemevery

angry,youhaveneverbeendishonestwithme

don’tstartnow

Hereyeswerefilledwithtears,shestillshook

herheadno..

Me:NhlanhlabehonestwithmebeforeIget

pissed

Shewipedhertears..

Her:I..Kate..She..Ididn’twannadoitAustin

Me:SoyouputSid’slifeindanger?

Her:No..No…Austini..Iwouldneverdothati

swear..Iwasjustscaredand..

Ididn’tknowhowtofeel,Nhlanhlahasalways

beenagirlofclassandhighstandards..

Istoodup..

Her:Austinpleaseididn’tmeantoo..I..

Iwalkedawayandsheranuptomeblocking



myway,shekneltdownbeforeme..

Nhlanhla:Ididn’tmeantooyouhavetobelieve

me

Me:getoutofmyway

Shewascryinguncontrollably..

Her:Austinpleaseiloveyoudon’tdothistome

Shegotupandcameclose..

Her:YouknowiamnotevilAustinplease

Shetriedputtingherhandsaroundmyneckbut

iheldthem…

Icouldn’tlookather,ineededtogetoutbefore

idosomething…

Imovedherfromblockingmywayandheaded

tothedoor…

Her:Austinpleaseyoucan’tdothistome!!!..

OhhhmywordAustinplease..(Crying)PART22

BADBOYOFTHEGAME
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AUSTIN

IdroveuptomyMother’shouseineededfor

hertolookmeintheeyeandtellmethatshe

wasnotpartoftheplan,shecannotbeapartof

thatplanthatputmySon’slifeindanger.Iknow

thatKatehatesLaurianbutrightnowiam

tryingtoconvincemyselfthatsheisnotbehind

this,shecannotbebehindthis…

Ifoundherinthestudygoingthroughsome

documents,shelookedatmeandherfacial

expressiontoldmethatshealreadyknowswhy

Iwashere..

Her:Nhlanhlacalledme

Me:soyouknowwhyiamhere

Her:Austinlistenwhathappenedwas..Iknow

youthinkthatweputSid’slifeindangerbutit’s

notlikethat..

Me:Soyouwereonit?Youwereintheplan?



Her:AlliwantedwasforyoutoseethatLaurian

isnotgoodforyou

Me:Andintheprocessyouthoughtusingmy

Sonwasthebestwaytogoaboutthis?

Her:Austinsheisadrugaddict!

Me:SheisalsotheMotherofmychildandthe

womanthatilove!!

Her:what??

Me:YouintroducedmetoNhlanhlaiaccepted

her,iengagedher!Iwasgoingtomarryher

whetherLaurianrecoveredornot!

Her:Austinwecanfixthisiamsurethatwecan

thinkofsomething

Me:wecannotfixanything!Iwouldforgiveyou

foranythingbutthis..

Her:wecanworksomethingout

Me:Nowewon’t!YoualmostkilledmySon,ifit

wassoeasyforyoutodothattomyblood



there’snotellingwhatyoucandotome

Her:Austindon’tsaythat

IheardNhlanhlacallingout..

Nhlanhla:Kate!..Kate!..

Sheshowedupinthestudyafterafew

seconds..

Hereyeswereredandswollenicouldtellthat

shehadbeencryingalot..

Nhlanhla:Austin..

Justlookingather,ifeltlikestranglingherto

death..

IlookedatKate.

Me:Ineverwannaseeyoueveragain

Kate:YoucannotsaythatiamyourMother!

Me:No!Youarenothingtomeanymore.Ihave

beenpatientwithyou,ihavetoleratedyourevil

heartalltheseyearsbutneveragain!



Kate:Laurianwasdoingcocaineandsleeping

aroundwhilepregnantwithSid!whyisitthat

youcanforgiveherbutcannotforgiveusfor

thisonesimplemistake

Me:ThedifferenceisthatLaurianwouldnever

putSid’slifeindangerjusttowinaman’sheart

shehasneverusedSidforevilpurposes

Kate:Austin..

Me:Ifyoucontactmeortryanymeanstoget

closetomychildiwillkillyou!!Itwon’tbesoo

hardbecauseyoudon’tmeananythingtome

anymore

Kate:Austinplease

Me:ByeKate

Iwalkeduptothedoorbutstoppedandlooked

atNhlanhlabeforeexiting..

Me:samegoestoyou!Iwantyououtofmy

housetoday!!!

Nhlanhla:Austinpleaseno..



Me:It’sover!

Iwalkedoutleavinghercryingthere,icannever

bewithawomanthatiwillnevertrustanymore

withmylifeormySon’slife..

.

.

NOKHANYA

Iwasabouttostartpreparingdinnerandi

noticedthatthetrashhadtobetakenout,i

wenttolookforLwaziinhisroombuthewasn’t

thereandionlynoticedafterawhilethathe

wasintheloungewatchingTVwithNaledi.I

stoodatthedoorwayandlookedatthem

beforeinterrupting,theywerewatchingtrace

andasongwasplayingthatNalediwassinging

toothenLwazichangedthechannel.

Naledi:whatdidyoudothatfor?

Lwazi:idon’tlikethesongandyousingingtoit

annoysmemore



Naledi:youdon’thavetoberude

Hekeptquiet..

Naledi:Idon’tknowwhyyoudon’tlikemei

meanmostguysinmyschoollikeme!Like

HellomyFatherisTpee

Lwazi:andmyFatherisGeshsoiwhat’syour

point?

Iclearedmythroatbeforethiscouldpotentially

turnintoabigfight..

Me:Comehelptakeoutthetrash

Hegotupandwewenttothekitchen..

Me:Sowhat’shappeningbetweenyouand

Naledi?

Him:Nothing

Me:Ithinkshelikesyou

Him:Iknow

Me:Youdon’tlikeher?



Him:no

Me:Why?sheseemslikeanicegirl

Him:shelikesbraggingalotandthinkthat

she’sbetterthananyoneelseshethrows

herselfatmeandit’sirritating,sheevencomes

wheniamwithmyfriends

Me:Wellthatwon’tchange,herFatherisTpee

afterall

Hechuckled..

Hetookthetrashandwentout..

Nalediwalkedin..

Her:AuntyNokhanya

Me:Yessweetie?

Her:caniaskyousomething?

Me:Yesofcourse

Her:Whydoesn’tLwazilikeme?

Ididn’tknowhowtorespondtoher…Me:you



likehim?

Her:Yes

Me:Wellsometimestheguyswelikearejerks

Shelaughed..

Me:youcannotforceLwazitolikeyouifhe

doesn’t,forcinghimtolikeyouhewillnever

treatyouwithrespectwhenyouguysaredating.

Nalediyouonly14whynotstartdatingwhen

youare16bythenyouwillbematureenough

andmaybejustmaybeLwaziwouldlikeyouby

then,andifhedoesn’tthenhewouldbeajerk!

butallinallthere’saguythatwilllikeyouand

wouldwannadateyou.Youwaytobeautifulto

throwyourselfatboyshoneyletthemapproach

youdon’tapproachthem

Her:ThankyouverymuchAuntyNokhanyai

wishmyMotherwould’vetoldmethat

Me:Shedoesn’t?

Her:No



Lwazicamebackin..

Naledigavehimaweirdandthenwent..

Lwazi:Andnow?

Me:Maybeshe’soveryouhey

Him:Really?

Me:Yeap

Him:Awkward

IcannotbelieveKresidoesn’ttalktoNaledi

aboutsuchthings,it’snotrightforagirlto

throwherselftoaguyhewilltakeadvantage

especiallysomeonesoyounglikeNaledi…

.

.

FUNI

Dimababysatthetwinsformewhileiwentto

seeCowenatthehospitalthatnight,hewas

comingbackhometomorrowbutineededto

seehimI’vemissedhim.Drivingtothehospital



ihadalottothinkaboutinthecar,ithought

abouthowblessediwastohavehiminmylifei

meanhehasbeenheresincefromdayone.He

hassavedmefromZukoifitwasn’tforhimi

wouldn’tbeheretoday,evenwhenicheatedon

himwithhisenemyofabrotherhewasstill

hereforme.Whatmoreshouldiaskfor???

Cowenwouldtraveltotheendsoftheearthto

savemylifeandwouldn’taskforanythingin

returnbutmylove..

Igottothehospitalandwenttothereception

toenquire,theytoldmewhichwardhewasin

andiheadedthere.Ijustneededtobeinhis

arms….

Igotinandhewaslayingbackonthebed

watchingtv,hedidn’tevenseemestanding

thereatthedoor..

Me:Cowen

Heturnedandlookedatme..



Him:Funi

Idroppedmybagandkeysthenrushedtohim,i

huggedhimtightlyididn’twannaletgo.

Me:IamsosorryCoweniwouldneverdothat

again..

Him:Youhavenoideahowmuchiwannakill

yourightnow

Hebrokethehugandwipedmytearswhile

kissingme..

Him:Nevereverdothatagainwhatwouldme

andthetwinsdowithoutyou?

Me:Iamreallysorry

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:IamgladyouSafe

Me:iamgladtoo

Ihuggedhimagain,iwassoorelievedtobein

hisarmsagain..PART23BADBOYSOFTHE



GAME
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NOKHANYA

Geshcamebackhomeverylateatnightand

thismorninghehadaterriblehangover,hewas

atthekitchendrinkingtonicwaterwheni

walkedin.Helookedlikeshit…

Me:lookslikesomeonewillhavetojoinmefor

today

Him:joinyouwhere?

Me:AAmeeting

Him:that’sfunny

Me:youstayedoutprettylatelastnight

Him:thankstoTpeeandCarl

Me:Tpee?



Him:Yeahwekissedandmadeupfiguratively

Me:“figuratively”whendidyoulearnsucha

word?

Him:ImaybebehoodKhikhibutiwentto

school

Me:Anditshows

Him:don’tfuckwithmeplease

Ilaughed…

Me:anywayimthinkingofgoingbacktoschool

Hecoughed..

Me:Iamseriousiwannastudyclinical

psychology

Him:idon’tknowwhattosay

Me:Icannotbeahousewifeforever

Him:areyougoingtofinishthistimearound?

Me:Yesihavetoothere’snotimeforgames

anymore



Him:youattendingAAmeetingsnowyou

wannagobacktoschooliamproudofyou

Me:ThankyoualthoughtheAAmeetingsthey

notwhatihadexpected

Him:meaning?

Me:whenistartedtalkingeveryonegaveme

weirdlooksprobablyjudgingmelikelookatthis

alcoholic

Him:That’swhatyouthinktheywerethinking?

Me:Yeswhatelsecouldtheybethinkingabout

theywereobviouslyjudgingmewiththeirlooks

Him:Maybetheyhadadifferentthinkingwhatif

theywerethinkingthatyouralcoholicproblem

wasnotdeepastheirs?

Me:youthinkso?

Him:itcouldbepossible

Me:Ineverthoughtofitthatway

Him:Sometimespeoplearenotthinkingwhat



youthinktheythinkingofyou,yourperception

andtheirsisdifferent

Me:youcouldberight

Him:Iamright

Me:wantsomethingtoeat?

Him:noiamfine

Me:okayillmakesomethingformyself

Him:againwhatdidThandodo?

Me:ThandoisbeingThandoasalways

Him:Maybeit’stimeihaveawordwithhim

Me:Nojustleavehim

Him:areyousure?

Me:Yes

IhavespentyearsgivingintomyBrother

hurtingme,themorehehurtmethemoreand

moreishieldedthepainandinthelongrunit

destroyedmebutmostofallithurtthosethati



love.Whenmyworldwascrumblingandi

startedresortingtoalcohol,hisstayedthe

same.Youmustalwaysrememberonethingin

life,thatsometimesthosewhohurtyouthey

moveonwiththeirlivesastimegoes.Their

liveswillneverstopjustbecauseofyousowhy

doesyourshavetostop?

Painissomethingheavytocarry,bothforthe

heart,mind,andthesoul.Findbetterstrategies

tocopewithwhat’shurtingyouthantodestroy

yourselfwithsomethingelse.Alcoholshould

neverbeusedtomakeyourpaingoaway,drugs

shouldneverbeusedtonumbyourpain,always

faceyourpainsobermindedtoshowyour

strengthandthatyoucancomeoutofitalive.I

amgladthishappened,iamgladiwentthrough

suchexperiencesthoughitwashardbutthey

holdgreatlessons.Theonlymistakesiregret

aretheonesthaticouldn’tlearnfrom,andfrom

hereoniampickingupthepiecesofmylifeand

trytomendwhatwasbroken.Ihopeyouhave



learnedsomethingfrommeandmybadboy,

myNomayiniofthegame…

********NOkaGESH********

.

.

FUNI

ShabbawastheonewhowenttofetchCowen

fromthehospitalthatmorning,icouldn’tgo

andgethimbecauseihadtotakethetwinsto

preschool.Iwasgladtoseehimandiwasglad

tohavehimbackathomesafeandsound,i

cannotbegintoimaginehowmylifewould’ve

beenlikewithouthim.Whatifthiswholething

wentwrongandhediedintheprocess?Imight

notbethesmartestpersononearthbut

everythingidoidoitformyfamily..

Weweresittingonthecouchandwatchingtv,

wewereplayingthevideoofwhenigavebirth

tothetwinsandtheadorablemoments



capturedofthemfrombirthtotheageof5…

Me:Lookathowcutetheywere

Him:theyweren’tsoomuchofahandfulback

then,whydidtheyhavetogrowup

Me:Iamgladthattheygrowingupsoontheybe

turning6yearsold

Him:carryingtwosoulsmust’vebeenvery

difficult

Me:itwasievenhaveascartoshowit

Him:atleastthescarholdsbettermemories

thattheonethat..

Ilookeddown..

Him:Iamsorryididn’tmeantoo…

Me:It’sfineifZukodidn’tdothatiwouldn’t

haveSeanandSadetoday

Him:iguessso

Me:Iwonderhowourbabywould’vebeenlike

hadZukonot…



Him:let’sflushawayallthosepainfulmemories

youhavetwolittlerascalsnowthatalways

driveyoumad

Me:Ohhhhdon’tevenmentionitespecially

Sean“Funiitoldyouhowtoplay,whydon’tyou

listen”

Him:DoyoueverthinkthattheywillcallmeDad

oneday?

Ilaughed..

Me:NotinthislifetimeFuni’shusband!

Hepulledmecloserandkissedme…

Cowenandiwehavebeenthroughalot,hewas

thesameguywhosavedmefrommycrazy

psychoexboyfriendandmyinlaws.Heisthe

guywholovedmeandgavemetheworldandi

wouldneverexchangehimforanything.Heis

verypatientwithme,heunderstandsme,and

nomatterhowmuchimessuphenevergives

uponme.Iwishthatwestaytogetherand



watchourtwinsgrowuptobelikehim.Ihope

youhaveenjoyedmystorywithmybadboy.

*************FUWEN*********

.

.

LAURIAN

Austinhadcalledandaskedtotakemeoutfor

breakfast,hesoundedprettydownonthe

phoneandIwasworriediwon’tlie.Hecameat

theSalon’laterontopickmeupandthenwe

wenttomyfavoriterestaurant,hismindwas

veryfarawaynomatterhowmuchitriedto

makeaconversation…

Me:forsomeonewhoaskedmeout,youare

seriouslynotgoodcompany

Him:Iamsorryjustdoingabitofthinking

Me:what’swrong?

Him:Nhlanhlaconfessedtosettingyouup



Me:shedid?

Him:YeswiththehelpofKate

IknewKatehatedmewithpassion,ijustnever

thoughthehatedmethatmuchastoputhis

Grandson’slifeindanger..

Me:IamsorryAustin

Him:Ishould’veknownandishould’vebelieved

you..Iamsorry

Me:It’sfineiunderstand

Him:ithrewherout

Me:sheisgone?

Him:Yesleftyesterday

Me:Iamtrulysorry

Him:IthoughtthatmaybebymarryingNhlanhla

Katewouldchangebutinsteadshegotworse

andworse..

Me:Katehasalwayshatedme



Him:Ididn’tthinkthismuch..Iswearifiseeher

again

Me:SheisstillyourMother

Him:Idon’tthinksoanymoreIammyown

familyfromnowon

Me:Don’tbelikethatyounotalone,youhave

meandyouhaveSid

Iheldhishand,hesmiled..

Him:anychancethatwewoulddomoreofthis

dates?

Me:Ithinkso

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Sometimeswedespisethepoweroflove,but

loveisverypowerful.Trueloveisverypowerful.

Ineverthoughtthatonedayiwouldhavethis

chanceagaintobewithAustin,ineverthought

foroncethathewouldeverforgiveme.Herewe



aretoday,lovehasgivenusanothershot..

Neverdespisethepoweroflove,itgaveme

anotherchancewithmybadboy.Ihopethis

timearoundwewillhaveabetterstorytotell,

fromnowoniamdeterminedtocreatenewand

bettermemoriesformeandthetwomost

importantboysinmylife.

************LAUSTIN***********

.

THEEND


