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ZithuleleBhengu(Mzwakhe'sson)

Iwatchhimpaceupanddown.

Me:Zakheleawukahle(Stopit)

Zakhele:Iknewthiswasabadideaweshouldn't

havelethimpitch



Me:Stopannoyingme

Thetelephonerings.

Me:Kim

Kim:SiraMrBhenguisheretoseeyou

Me:Itsokaylethimthroughyourdadishere

Zakhele:Thatguy

Thedooropens.

Me:Wellthereheis



Dad:Helloboys

Zakhele:AreyouheretotellusbabAyandaisout

Dad:Uhm

Zakhele:Wellthankyouhaveaniceday

Ilaughthisotherhalfofminehasalwaysbeenlike

this.Heistheonewhoinheritedalotofmothers

traits.

Dad:Youareyourmothersson

Me:Tellmewhatwasgoingoninyourmindwhen

youhadyourbrotherarrested

Zakhele:Idon'thavetimeforthisbye



Dad:Whyyoualwaysangry,Imadeyouallthis

camefrommetheleastyoucandoishavesome

respect

Zakhele:Mademeohnobuddyitwasmom's

moneythatstartedthis

Dad:Theoneyouhate

Zakhele:Ihatethebothofyou

Me:Zakes

Zakhele:Thulawena(Youshutup)

Hestormsoutdadchuckles.



Dad:Heneverlikedmemuch

Me:Dadweactuallymeantwhatwesaid.Wenot

goingtohavearelationshipwithyouuntilyouget

himout

Dad:Sonitsnoteasy,Iwasfilledwithsomuchrage

andanger.Everythingthatremindedmeofyour

mother,IwanteditgoneandIendedupdestroying

everything

Me:Whyyouhatemomsomuchifyoulovedher

Dad:Ialwayshadthisloveandhaterelationship

withherandwhatIhateherthemostforwasyou

guys.ThebeautifulkidsshegavemeandIcouldn't

raisethem,killedmeinside

Langacomesinexcited.



Langa:Ididit,Idi...AhIwillcomebacklater

Dad:Sondon'tbelikethat

Langa:Wherewereyouwhenmomsentusaway,

doyouhaveanyideahowwegrewup

Heshouts.

Me:Don'tmindhimheisjustangryliketherestof

them

Hesighs.

Dad:Thankyouforwelcomingme



Inodatleastheistrying.Idon'tseemombothering

herself.

MandlenkosiBhengu(Mzwakhe'sson)

Myexgirlfriendwantedtomeetwithme,apparently

shehassomethingtotellme.Shevigorouslygets

inthecarslammingthedoor,Isigh.

Ningi:Younotgoingtosayanything

Me:Ngithiniminauwenanjeongibizile(Youcalled

me,whatdoyouwantmetosay)

Ningi:Iamsorryitwasamistake

Me:Breakingaglassisamistake,spillingmilkisa

mistake.Sleepingwithmybestfriendisnota

mistake,youallowedyourselftobevulnerableand

afteryoucomesleepwithmehowdoesthatmake



sense

Ningi:ThatswhyIamhere,Imissedmyperiod

Me:WhatbusinessdoIhavewithyourtimetables

Ningi:Itookapregnancytest

Me:HoldonIknowyounotgoingtosaythat'smy

baby

Shelooksatme.

Me:TheF***areyouf****madyousleeparound

fallpregnantthanyouwanttopinitonme

Irealizemyshoutingisscaringher,Istepoutofthe

carandsitdownonthepavementrockingbackand



forth.

Me:Shecan'tbepregnantshecan'tbepregnant

whatwillZenandesay

Igroanatthetopofmylungs,hittingtheground.

Me:F***F***F***

Ihearsoundsofscreechinganddoorsbanging.

Langa:BrocalmdownBhenguehlisaumoya

BaneleBhengu(Thabiso'sson)

MybirthdayiscomingupandallIwantistoospend

timewithmyfamilyyoh.



Me:Thabiso,Olwethuanizengaphangifuna

ukukhulumanani(Mom,dadpleaseIneedtotalkto

youguys)

Dad:Banelengizokushaya(Iwillspankyou)

Ilaugh.

Me:Iknow

Mom:Whatisup

Me:Asyallknowmybirthdayisjustaroundthe

corner

Dad:Howmuchdoyouwant

Me:ThemostexpensivethingIcan'tget



Mom:Banele

Me:Whathavewegottolosejustasimpledinner

dadplease

Theylookateachother.

Dad:AyBanele

Mom:Maybeweshoulddoitsomuchhas

happened

Dad:Idon'twantanythingtodowiththatman

Whenheputhisbrotherinjaileveryonejust

disownedhim,thefamilyisjustnotwhatitwas.



Dad:Where

Me:Mom'sbeautifulbackyard

Dad:Fine

Mom:Awusenzeleukudlake(Howaboutyoumake

ussomefood

Ilaughandgetup.

ZakheleBhengu(Mzwakhe'sson)

IgetasurprisevisitfrommybabyhmmImissed

hersomuch,Ikissheronthecheekandshesmiles.

Penelope:IamhereIamhere



Me:Youstayingor

Penelope:YesIneedabreakfrommythree

brothersanddad,thenkosi'swilldriveyoucrazy

Ichuckle.

Me:Imissedyou

Penelope:Reallyyoucan'ttell

Me:Penelope

Penelope:Youalwayssomoody

Momanddadarethecauseofthat.Ican'ttellher

whywenotingoodtermswiththemyetorwhy,I

mayhavetoldhermymomisdeadtypicalspoilt



bratiswhatonewouldusedtodescribeme.

Me:Letmefinishuphereandwecangohome

Penelope:Ayaycaptain

Me:MaNkosistop

Sheblushes.

SfisoNkosi

IhadmylastpatientforthedayandIalwaysask

nottobedisturbedwhenIamwithher.Ihavenever

seensuchbeautybeforeinmylife,somefewyears

ago.Idiagnosedherwithleukemiaitwastouchand

go,webeatitandshewasinremission.Fewyears

lateritcameback,iwasdevastated.Wediditagain

anditcamebackagain,alongthewayIdeveloped

somefeelingsforher.Atfirstitwaspityhowdoes



onegothroughcanceralone,especiallythis

particularcancershekepttellingme.Shehasno

familyandtheyhateher,myheartbrokeandmy

feelingstowardsherstartingbeingsomethingelse.

HerbeautyblewmeawayandIwastakenbyher.I

haven'tfoundthecouragetoaskherout,Iamnot

sureifsheismarriedornot.ButIlikeverymuch.

Me:MrsBhengu

Phindile:Howbadisit

Ilookather.

Phindile:ItsokayIcantakeit

Me:Maximumtwomonthsandthat'sastretchyour

bodyisfailingchemotherapy.Itsnotfightingandit

itlookslikeyouhavegivenup



Phindile:CanIatleastgettoonemonth

Me:IfyoutryhardenoughyoucanbutIdon'twant

youexhaustingyourselfandendupnotmakingit

Phindile:ItsokayIhavelivedmylife

Whateversheisholdingonto,Ihopewillmakea

difference.Suchabeautifulwomanlefttogo

throughthisbyherself,universeyouarecruel.

Phindile

WheredoIevenbegin.

AlongtimeagoIhadthepleasureofbeingthe

mostpowerfulandmostfearedhumanonearth.I

metacoolfamilythatgavemethosepowersno



waitIearnedthosepowers.Mymissionwasto

undothewrongsandfightcreaturesandbeast

unknowntoman.Pearlbeingmybiggestand

greatestcreatureIhadtofight.

Astubbornhumancreature.Idon'tknowwhat

happenedtoherourfightwassobigthat,Idon't

evenrememberhowitended.Ienduredalot,

sufferedalotandsacrificedalot.Butallthatwasin

vain,Ihaveahusbandwhohatesme.Kidsthat

despiseme.Mybestfriendstuckinaloonybin,

becausemysocalledhusbandhadhisownbrother

arrested.ForstilllovingNonhletheywereright

whentheycalledhimhlanyobecauseheiscrazy.

Ilosteverythingmybrothergotshotandmywhole

familywasassassinated,becauseoftheshady

dealingshewasinvolvedin.NtandoohdearNtando

tillthisday,Ihavenoideahow.Isurvivedthat

accidentandhedidn't,Iwasheavilypregnantand

hewasmeanttobepickingme.Ididn'thaveaseat



belton,helostcontrolofthecarandthatwasit.

Ibattledandstillbattlingthroughthelastdaysof

mylife.Icarrythisburdenallalonewantinglove

andacceptancefrommychildren,Ithought

everythingwouldbeperfect.Butnomydaysof

sufferingarefarfrombeingover.

02

Sfiso

IhopeIamintherightplace,luckilythesmallgate

wasopened.Myconsciencewouldn'tletmeallow

thiswomantogothisbyherself.Iknockonthe

door,Ihopesheishereotherwisethiswouldhave

beenawastefultrip,thelockturnsandthedoor

opens.

Phindile:DoctorNkosi



Me:PleasecallmeSfiso

Phindile:Comein

Me:Thankyou

Phindile:TowhatdoIowethispleasure

Me:ForgivemeforshowinguplikethisbutIam

veryworriedaboutyou.Iquicklywenttothemallto

getsomegoodiesandfood

Shesmiles.

Phindile:OhthankyouIdon'tthink,IateandIjust

didn'thavetheenergy

Me:Andyouwanttogettoamonth



Shelaughsandleadsmetothekitchen.

Me:Ifyoudon'tmindmeasking

Phindile:Idomind

Ichuckle.

Me:Whyyougoingthroughthisalone

Phindile:Iamnot,youhereright

Me:Yourfamily

Phindile:Idon'twanttobotherthemitscomplicated.

Idon'twantthemtofeelsorryforme,Iamdying



andIamnotontheirgoodside

Me:Okay

Phindile:Isthereanythingelseyouwanttoaskme

Me:CanIbeyourman

Welookateachotherandlaugh.

"Thislookscozy"

Howdidhegetin.

Him:Sothisismoreimportantthanfixingthings

withyourfamily



Me:Excuseme

Him:Iamnottalkingtoyou

Phindile:Zee

Zee:Don'tsaymynamebusywhoringaroundhere

Me:OkayIdon'tknowwhoyouarebutwhatyounot

goingtodoistalktoherlikethat

Zee:Uzowenzani,exactlynothingwenaMzwakhe

wasrightaboutyou.Younothingbutafuckedup

b****,whofailedtolookafterherchildren.Ihate

youandIneverwanttoseeyouagain

Itrytohithim,shestopsme.



Zakhele

Iwasmakingbreakfastforeveryone,whenthelift

opensandanangryZithuleleenters.Whatisitnow.

Me:Whatiswrong

Zithulele:Ifitisn'tourlovelymother

Me:Whatwereyoudoingthere

Zithulele:Iwantedtoaskhersomequestions

Me:Noyouwenttheretostartsomeshit

Zithulele:Shewasallcozykikiandhahawith

anotherman



Me:Stopbotheringpeoplewhoarenotbothering

you

Banele:Whatdoyouwantmetodoaysuka

whatever,andthanwhatisupwithhim

Me:Hewenttogoseemom

Zithulele:Imayhaveoutofangercalledmomoutof

hername

Banele:Okaywegetityouguysarestillmadcool,

butheisstillyourfatherandsheisstillyourmother.

Youdon'tknowhalfofthethingstheywentthrough,

can'tweforgivethemandmoveon

Me:Okayletsalljustcalmdownweneedtogovisit

Mandlenkosi



Zithulelelooksatmenoboyturnandlooktheother

way.

Phindile

HewassoangryIdidn'tknowhowtocalmhim

down.WewerequieteatingIfindmyselflaughing.

Sfiso:Achildspeaktomelikethat,whoisthatboy.

Youshouldn'thavestoppedme

Me:Myson

Sfiso:Youletyoursontalktoyoulikethat

Me:SfisoIdon'thavetheenergyforthis,please

Sfiso:OkayIamsorryisthatwhyyouwanttogetto

amonth



Me:IjustwantthemtoforgivemesothatIcandie

apeacefuldeath

Sfiso:Heynoisdyingwebeatitbeforeandwecan

doitagain

Me:YousaidityourselfIonlyhavetwomonthsleft

HehugsmeandIjustletitallout.

Sfiso:YounotgoingtodieIpromisewegoingto

fightthis

Iholdontohim.

Zithulele

Itbreaksmyheartseeinghimlikethis,mybrother



hasalwaysbeentroubled.Sometimeshewould

snapateveryone,zoneoutorhurthimselflikehe

hasnow.

Luyandiswa:Ohmysweetbaby

Shekisseshimontheforehead.

Luyandiswa:Whyyoualwaysdothistousbro

Me:KodwaMandlenkosibhutiwami

Myphonerings.

Me:Kimberly

Kim:Iknowyouatthehospitalbuttheclientsjust

cameinnow,andtheydemandingtoseetheCEO



Me:Isn'tLangaorZakhelethere

Sheremainsquiet.

Me:KimLangaisnotthatbadwejustsignedabig

contractanyways.Iamonmyway.SisIhavetogo

Luyandiswa:Iwillstayhere

Phindile

Hedecidedtojustspendtherestofhisdaywithme.

IknowforsurenowMrNkosihasacrushonme.

Me:Youdon'thavetoreally

Sfiso:IinsistandIamnottakingnoforananswer



Me:Hereissomethingyoucanchangeinto,Ihope

theywillfit

Sfiso:Who'sstuffisthisnowyourboyfriend

Me:Mylatebrother

Sfiso:Whatifhepossesme

Me:Sfiso

Ihaven'tbeenabletocommunicatewithhimorhim

comevisitmeinmydreams,howImissmyfamily.

Me:Ilostthemthroughanassassination.Hewas

myworld



Sfiso:Phindile

Ilosemybalanceandfalldown.

[06/22,12:16].:03

Phindile

IwakeupinSfiso'sstrongarms.Thehatethese

kidshaveisintense.

Sfiso:Usuvukile(Youawake)

Hmmthatvoiceokaynow.

Me:UnfortunatelyIwasstillenjoyingmysleep

Hechuckles.



Me:Younotgoingtowork

Sfiso:Somegeniusdecidedtoputmeonnightshift

whatforIdon'tunderstand

Iturnaroundandputmylegoverhis.

Me:Doyouhaveacrushonme

Helaughs.

Sfiso:NoIamjusttakingcareofyou,isitthat

obvious

Me:Iseethewayyoulookatmeandhow

protectiveyouareofme

Heliftsmychinupandourlipscollide.Hesmooch



mesotenderanddelicious.

Sfiso:Doesthatansweryourquestion

Me:Mmmm

Sfiso:IaminnorushbuteversinceIsawyoutook

mybreathaway

Me:YoujusthadtofallinlovewithmewhileIam

dying

Sfiso:Letsnotthinknegativenow

Myphonerings.

Me:Heybaby



Banele:Mamzo

Me:WhatdoIowethispleasure

Banele:Uyazimaukuthumfanawakhoibirthday

yakheiyeza

Me:IknowyounotabouttosaywhatIthinkyou

goingtosay

Banele:Kodwamadon'tmakemehateyouaswell

pleasemaIaminvitingeveryoneandwearegoing

tohaveagoodtimeokaybye

WhatisthiskidtryingtodohaveMzwakhekillme.

Banele



Dadwasstaringatmemelikewhatisthisboy

thinking.Iknowitstimeeveryoneforgiveseach

other,Ihavebeenhavingsometroublelately.

Ancestraltrouble,Iknownothingcanbefixed

overnightbutitisworthatry.Mygirlfriendenters,

shegoesandthrowsherselfonthecouchstill

wearingscrubs.

AccordingtodadIamnotallowedtoleavethis

houseandmybrothersgettoventureout.He

throwsafitatthementionofmemovingoutevery

time,soIliveherewithherandtheydon'thavea

problemwithitinfacttheylovehersomuch.They

can'tgetenoughofher.

Mom:Thabisostopit

Hewasticklingher.

Dad:Yoursoniscrazy,Ireallydon'twantchaosin



myhouse

Mom:Wenevergoingtoheartheendofthis

Thabisoit'shappeningandthere'snothingyoucan

dotostopit

Me:YeswenamomIamgoingtogoseeher.Imiss

hershe'sthecoolest.DonotworryThabiso

everythingwillgoperfectlywell

Ihopeso.

Dad:IamgoingtogocheckonMandlenkosi

Zithulele

MytwinandIcamebacktoseeMandlenkosiasto

whyheisnotwakingupisbotheringme.Idon't

wantnothingwithmysiblingssevenofthem,can

youbelievemomistheonlyonewhohasthemost



children.Twosetoftwins,boy,boyandagirl.

Zakhele:Iamfeelingitto

Isigh.

Me:Heisworryingmenowwhywon'the

Weherecommotionoutside.

Dad:Whatareyoudoinghereyounotwelcomed

here

Mom:Excusememysonislayingonthathospital

bed.Ihaveeveryrighttohere

Me:Stopityoutwo



Zakhele:Don'tyouhearyourselfmakingnoisewein

ahospitalforGod'ssake

Mom:Yourfatherstartedit

Dad:Whatareyouevendoingherenoonewants

you

Me:EnoughPhindilepleasego

Mom:Zithulele

Me:Gohedon'twantyouhereandquietfranklywe

don'twantyouhere

Dad:Go



Zakhele:Wewillkickyououtaswell

Themanshewaswithemerges.

Him:Everythingokay

Me:Takeyourbaggrabyourgirlandgetthef***

outofhere

Hepunchesme.

Him:IthoughtItoldyounottospeaktoherlikethat

Dad:Didthisniggerjusttouchyou

Thingsgooutofcontrol,daddyThabisocomesand

breaksupthefight.



BabThabiso:Whatnonsenseisgoingonhere

Mom:IfthatswhatyouwantIwillgo

BabThabiso:Whatthehellareyalldoing

Phindile

Hehelpsmeonthebedandinjectsatubewitha

needleintoaveinonmyarm.Icringeinpain,the

dooropensanursecomesin.

Nurse:DoctorNkosiyouneededinward2

Sfiso:IsaidIdon'twanttobedisturbforthesefew

hours

Me:Iwillbeokayyoucango



Helooksatmeclearlyheisveryangryandannoyed

hewillbestrong,ifhewantstobewithmethisis

whathecanexpect.Myphoneringsitsfromthe

mentalclinic.

Me:Iamgoingtofixitokay.Iamgoingtogethim

outandyougoingtogetout.Igiveyoumyword.I

amsorrythebothofyouhadtosufferbecauseof

me

Nonhle:Ilongforgaveyou

Me:Areyouokayinthere

Nonhle:IamnotcrazyPhindile,Palesahasbeen

comingeverydaytoseeme.Thetraumaweputting

thepoorgirlthrough.WhenIhavetotalktoyoumy

mindcomesback,okaymytimeisoutfocuson

beatingthatdevilandgetusout.Iloveyou



Shehungs,Ilookupholdingmyselffromcrying.

Thabiso

ItsalwayssomethingwiththisfamilyandIamtired

ofit.

Me:Yallexplaintomewhatthehellwasgoingon

Theyignoreme.

Me:Zakhele,Zithulele

Them:Baba

Zithulele:Theywerearguingmakingnoiseandwe

separatedthem



Me:Whatistheissuereallyforhowlongareyou

goingtostaymad.Whathappened,happened

Zithulele:Excusemenoneofyouknowthekindof

shitwewentthrough.Wherewereyouwhenwehad

noplacetostay,wegetshippedoftosomeforest

andyouhavethenervetotelluswhathappened,

happened.Don'ttellmethisshityoutellingmeright

now

Thedoctorenters.

Dr:Inourdaysonewouldgetbeatenupreallybad

Me:Youshouldhaveknockedhimthef***outno

respectthesenonsensehavenxihowismyboy

doing



Dr:Nothingwrongwithhim,thismaybea

psychologicalissue

Mzwakhe:Yousayingheiscrazy

Dr:Heneedsaprofessionalnobodyjustdecidesto

hurtthemselvesunlesstheygoingthrough

something.Icanrecommendafewgoodtherapist

thatwillhelpunderstandthesituationbetter

Hecheckshim.

Me:Sodoctorwhatareyouwiththathotbabe

Dr:Whyyouasking

Me:Thesethreeareherkidsandthatisher

husband



Helooksatme.

Dr:Ohsoyouthefamilythatdoesn'tlikeherwellMr

Bhenguthatsnotyourbusiness,butwhatIcansay

isfixthingsbeforeitstoolate

Me:Whatdoyoumean

Dr:Justthat

Heopenshiseyes.
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Zithulele

Myangerjustboiledtoathousand.Iadmit

yesterdayshouldn'thavehappened,butdamnmom

anddadarejustsomethingelse.



Ndiswa:Heybroyouokay

Hesmiles.Iamgladheisbackhome.

Me:Whereyourothertwinbrothers

Ndiswa:Theyontheirway

Me:Nkosiyinimanje

Mandlenkosi:Ningitoldmeshe'spregnant,Idon't

knowwhathappened.Iflippedandlostitall,Ikept

thinkingwhatisNandegoingtosay.Ican'tloseher

becauseofthis

Theliftopens.



Mandlenkosi:ZenandebabeIamsosorryplease

forgiveme.Iwillneverdothistoyouagain

Hecrieshystericalhuggingherwaist.

Nande:ItsokayIain'tgoinganywhere

MyphoneringsIsighwhycan'tthisfamilyleaveus

alone.Wedefinitelydon'tneedthem.

Me:Ma

MamSindiswa:Whoistheluckyone

Me:MandlenkosiBhengu

MamSindiswa:Oh



Me:Isthereaproblem

MamSindiswa:Theancestorswereshowingmeoh

wellhaveagoodday

Me:Youtoo

Shehungsup.

Mandlenkosi:Itsmybaby

Me:Iguessso

Mandlenkosi:Thisisnotgoodthisisnotgoodatall.

Ican'thaveababywiththatgirl,shewilljustsuck

medryandjustdestroyme



Ilaughthewayhesaiditsodramatic.

Mandlenkosi

IlookatmybandagedwristswhatdidIdotomyself.

Dad:Son

Ilookup,Idon'twanttobeherebutIneedhishelp.

Me:Sawubona

Dad:Whatareyoudoinghere.Imeanobviouslythis

isyourhome,youcancomeandgoasyouwish

Me:Ineedyourhelp

Dad:Okaywouldyoulikesomethingtoeat



Me:Ididn'tcomehereforyourfood

Dad:SoIamgoodenoughtohelpbutnotgood

enoughtoeatwithmyson.Whatisitreallywhydo

youguyshatemesomuch

Hesnaps.

Lwazi:Whoyoushoutingatsoearlyinthe

morning...Mandlenkosi

Me:Sho

Lwazi:Whyyoumakinghimshoutyouknowhehas

heartcomplications

Dadseighthchildwithanotherwoman,atleasthe



wasprivilegedtohaveamomanddadaroundto

takecareofhim.Whilewesuffered.

Dad:Whatdoyouneedhelpwith

Me:ApparentlyMandlenkosimadesomeone

pregnant

Dad:Zenandepregnantweallknowhowmuchyou

loveher

Me:Noitssomebodyelseiambeggingyouto

pleasegopaydamagesformeandpleasedonot

allowthemtospeakaboutmarriage

Hemightjustspitemeandagreewitheverything,

theygoingtosay.



Phindile

Iwakeupinbedalonedidheleavealready.Igetup

andmakethebed.

"Blessyou"

Heisstillhere,Isneezeagain.

Sfiso:Blessyouyouknowinmydaysmomusedto

say.Theroomisdirtyandthanshewillshoutatus,

wedon'tcleanweonlyknowhowtorelaxourballs

Ilaughjoininghiminthekitchen.

Me:Ithoughtyouleft

Sfiso:Andleaveallthisgorgeousnessbyherselfno



Me:Theywillfireyou

Sfiso:Ihaveenoughmoneytolastmecenturies

Me:Isthatmylaptoppleasepassittome

Sfiso:Didyousleepwell

Me:MostofthetimeIjustcringeinpain,whenever

thesecellsmultiplesendsaveryexcruciating,

intensepainthatIendupjustresting.Butwithyou

holdingmeIgotsomesleep

Sfiso:Taste

Me:Whatisthis

Sfiso:Justtaste



Hebringsthespoontomymouth.

Me:OhmyGod

Sfiso:Myfamouschickenorangesoup.Ilastmade

thisformymomshewasreallysick,wehadan

orangetree.Handsomemefixedsomeconcoction,

dadwaslividIhadturnedthekitchenupsidedown

Me:Thistastedevine,Icantastetheorangenotes

dancinginmytongue

Sfiso:Imadethissoupforher,dadfedher.Laterin

thedaywesawherwalkingandIwaslikeheyI

knowthiswon'tcurethecancer,butwecanbeatit

Voice:Youhavecancer



Damnhowdothesepeopleenterwithoutme

hearingthem.

Banele

Icannotbelievemyearswhatdidthismanjustsay.

Ma:Banele

Me:YouhavecancerohmyGod

ThisistoomuchIgositdown.

Me:Phindileyouhavecancerandyoudon'ttellus

Ma:Idon'twanttobotheryouguys



Me:Botherusmomhowcanyoubesoselfishand

youallowinghertokeepthisfromeveryone

Him:Whoisthisanotheroneofyourdisrespectful

children

Me:Ma

Ma:Myboypleasedon'ttellanyone.Idon'twant

youguystopitymeandguiltyourselvesintoliking

me

Me:Howbadisit

Ma:Banele

Me:Ma



Ma:Imightnotmakeittoamonthortwothatthe

doctorgavemepleasedon'tcry

NoIstormoutthiscannotbehappening.

Thabiso

Whatwasonceastrongtightbrotherhoodturned

intodustallbecauseofMzwakhe.Mzwakhedidus

wrongyo,overtheyearshejustbecamethis

monsterthatnoneofusknew.Heseparatedfrom

Phindileafteritseemedlikeeverythingwasgoing

great,hehadAyandaarrested.Nonhlecouldn't

handleitshewentcrazy,hefoughtwithThatoand

thecrew.Nthaticouldn'tstandhim,sheleftwe

don'tknowifsheisstillalive.Hegotinvolvedwitha

womanwhofedhimmuthi,theyhaveason

together.Thisboynooneknowswhereitwrong

withhim.

Me:Yeahsothatswhathewants



IwasonwitheveryoneexceptforMzwakhe.

Sakhile:MzwakheandPhindileinsameplaceat

sametime

Thobani:Disaster

Sbu:WhatdoeshesayaboutgettingAyandaout

Me:Idon'tknowlistenMandlenkosiisfirstoneto

makeusgrandparents

Thobani:Nandepregnant

Me:Someoneelse



Theylaugh.

Me:Somethingsdon'tchange

Sakhile:Aysozaphelangobaumfanauyasicela

(Weshallcome)

Me:IhavetogoOlwethuisgivingmeastinkeye

Ihungup.

Me:What

Olwethu:Baneleisnotback

Me:Iknowthat



Olwethu:Doyouthinksomethingbadhappened

Me:WhatistheworstPhindilecandocomeon

calmdown,theyprobablyhavingthetimeoftheir

lives

Olwethu:Thabiso

Me:Mashenge

Shelooksaway.
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Banele

Idon'trememberwhenlastIcriedthisbad,cancer

andshemayormaynothavetwomonthstolive.

Howcanmomdothistous,Iamthinkingofjust

cancelingthisparty.HowamIsupposedto



celebrateknowingwecouldloseheranymoment.

Dad:Youokay

Mom:Didshedosomethingtoyou,Iamtellingyou

rightnow

Dad:Olwethu

Mom:NoIloveherverymuchbutthisismybaby

allbetsareof

Me:Enoughokayenough

Shecallsme.

Me:Hello



Ma:Didyoutellthem

Me:NoIdidn'tisthattheonlythingyouworried

about

Ma:Banele

Me:NoPhindilenoyouknowwhatdon'tcallme

Ihungup,Iprobablydon'tmeanthem.Igetupand

headbacktomyroom.

Sfiso

Idon'tunderstandwhatscausingthesesetbacks,

greatSfisoyoujusthadtofallinlovewithadying

person.Icamebackhomeonlytograbafewthings,

thanheadbacktoherthingsarenotlookinggood.



Penelope:Daddy

Me:Yesprincess

Penelope:Iamoldthankyou

Me:Youwillalwaysbemyprincess

Penelope:Whatswrongmomtroublingyouagain

Me:Yourfatherchosetofallinlovewiththewrong

person

Penelope:Howisshewrongifyouinlovewithher

ItsbeenyearssinceIdivorcedtheirmother.She



hurtmesobadthat,Ijustfelloutoflovewithher.

Butthanthisdarkbeautycameintomylifeand

whiskedmeaway.

Me:RememberthatladyIalwaysspeakabout

Penelope:Theonewiththecancer

Me:Babyshestolemyheartandnevergaveitback,

nowitsatitsworststageanothersetbackwilljust

endhercompletely

Penelope:Younotjustadoctorbyprofessionyou

DrSfisoNkosiifyouwereabletobeatitonceor

twice,what'sstoppingyouguysfromdoingitagain.

Isthatwhyyouhaven'tbeencomingbackhome

Me:She'sbyherselfIamnotsuresheistakingcare

ofherself



Penelope:Bringherhere.Don'tlookatmelikethat,

bringherhereandwewilltakecareofher.Lets

makeherlastdaysmemorableandhopeshewill

beatit

Ilookatherandtearscomedown.

Penelope:Daddydon'tcry,suchabigmancrying

Me:Youcryingalso

Penelope:That'sbecauseIhate,hateseeingyou

likethis.Iamsorrymomandyoucouldn'tworkout,

Iknewhowmuchyoulovedher

Me:Areyousure



Penelope:Ntsikaisinthestates,Lwandleand

Njabuloarebarelyaround.Itsgoingtobefine

Me:Thankyou

Penelope:Anythingformyfather,Iwillseeyoulater

mcwaa

Me:WhenamImeetinghim

Penelope:Haaabye

Ilaugh,Ihopesheagrees.

Thabiso

IwasworriednowusuallyBaneleisthelifeofthe

party.Hecamebackveryemotional,Iamguessing

thevisitmusthavewentleft.Ienterhisroomand



jumponhisbed,heturnsaroundandlaysonmy

chest.

Me:Whatiswrongmybaby

Hepullsapenunderneathhispillowandclicksit,

notthepen.

Banele:Phindileisdying

Me:What

Itstopsbeepingwhatthehelldidhejustsay,he

clicksthepenagain.

Banele:Momhascanceritsinitsworststage,she

ishaving



Nothiscan'tbetrue,thiscan'tbehappening.He

clicksthepenagain.

Banele:Sheishavingsetbacksnow

Me:Howdoyouknowthis

Banele:Iwalkedinonherwithsomeguy.HesaidI

knowthiswon'tcurecancer,butwebeatitandshe

doesn'twantanyonetoknow

Thisiswhatthatdoctormeantbysayingwemust

fixthingsbeforeitstoolate.

Banele:YoutheonlyoneIcantrustwiththissecret

atleastitwon'teatmealone

Haibo,ohPhindilewhy?Why?



Zithulele

Thedooropens,Isigh.Ionlyaskedforfiveminutes,

justfiveminutes.Ihavebacktobackmeetingsand

asiteviewing.

Me:YesLuyandiswawhatcanIdoforyou

Ndiswa:Iamsorrybutyouneedtotakealookat

this

Me:Iamnottheonlyonerunningthecompanyyou

know

Ndiswa:LastIcheckedyoualmostbitmyheadof,

whenIshowedZakhelethebudgetyouwentcrazy

andlostyourdamnmind



Me:Iamalittlebitoverwhelmed,socanyouplease

giveittohimoncehefeelsitsokay.Iwillsignoffon

it

Ndiswa:Whatisupwithyou,youdon'tlookokay

Me:Idon'tknowsomethingisjustoff

Ndiswa:OkayIwillcomebacklaterwiththis

Sheleaves,IcallinmyPA.

Kim:Sir

Me:Canyoucancelallmymeetingsorgivethemto

Zakhele.Iamgoingtothesite

Kim:Iseverythingokay,maybeyouhangryokay



reschedulingthemeetings.Anythingelse

Me:Yeahseeyouathome

Kim:Okaythis

Me:Thatwillbeall

SheleavesbangingthedoorhmmIamgoingto

punishherjustfordoingthat.

Mandlenkosi

Ithought,Iwouldgoandvisitmom.Ihadmycar

parkedoutsideandIcouldn'tstepout.Iseeher

goingthroughthemost,thedoctortryinghisbestto

containthesituation.Ilaymyheadonsteering

wheelandcry.



Voice:Youknowwhatneedstohappen,it'stheonly

waysomethingswillgobacktonormal

Me:Shesufferedallherlifedoessheneedtosuffer

again

Voice:Thesethingsarenaturalwecan'tgivethem

toaperson

Ishakemyheadthisismymotherandweletthings

gettofar.

Voice:Yallareoverdoingitnowbutweallhoped

forthebest,thatjustwasn'tthecase.Letthembe,

focusonmakingsuresheisalright

Iwipemytears.Istartthecaranddriveoff,whata

mess.Whatabigmess.
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Banele

Dadbeingdadwantedtoseeforhimself.

Me:Youhonestlydidn'twakemeupforustocome

andchillhere

Dad:ThisisbignewsIdidn'tsleepthinkingabout

this

Me:Letsgoinandsee

Westepoutofthecarandheadup.Iknockonthe

doorittakesawhileforhertoopenup.

Me:Mayou

Dad:Dokotela



Hehasstainsofbloodonhistop,Iasknoquestion

andruninside.

Dr:Holdonjustwaitaminuteletmetakecareof

thisandIwillbringherout

Dad:Banele

Wesitdown,hebringsherout.

Me:Ma

Dad:MamBhengukodwa

Dr:Shecan'ttalkatthemoment



Dad:Mommynoitsokaydon'tcry

Me:Whathappened

Dr:Idon'tIwokeupandshewasvomitingblood

Dad:Isshegoingtobeokay

Dr:Iwanttotakeheraboardbutsheisrefusing.Her

fundsareslowlydryingout,Iputheronmymedical

aid

Dad:WhatwhyareyourefusingBanelewehaveto

dosomething

Sheshakesherhead.

Dad:DokotelawhateveryouneedIwillhelpyou



withitwetakingherout,youmakesureshe

survives.Don'tannoymePhindile

Shelooksathim.

Dr:YouwerebeingstubbornfornoreasonandIam

takingyoutocomelivewithme,Iamnottakingno

forananswer

Theyactliketheydon'tcarebutoncetheylearn

aboutthis,everyoneisgoingtobreak.

Sfiso

WhileThabisosortsoutthelogistics,Iwas

speakingtoafewdoctorswhocanhelpmewithher.

Ibroughtherbackhomewithme,sheisnotdying

andIamgoingtomakesureofit.

Lwa:Isitagirl



Njabulo:Itmustbeheiseventopless

Lwa:Somethingyoudon'tseeeveryday

Njabulo:Anddrinkingwhiskey

Me:Boys

Theyscream.

Lwa:Hmmhorsevoiceokaydaddyyoustillgotit

Me:Ineverlostit

Theylaugh.



Me:Yesdaddydoeshavesomeoneshe'ssleeping

Lwa:Whatswrongscaredofmother

Me:She'sdyingandIdon'twantherto,Ihad

diagnosedherwithleukemiawebattledthroughit

andconqueredit.Butnowithascomeback

strongerandharderthanbefore

Njabulo:That'snotgood

Me:Icouldn'tfindthecouragetomakeamoveon

herandnowthatIdid.Goddecidesitstimeforher

torest,PenelopehadsaidImustbringherhereand

makeherlastdaysmemorable

Lwa:Finallywegoingtorestfromyourshouting



Njabulo:Partywithoutrules

Me:Whyyallmakingmesoundlikeatyrant

Lwa:Whereyouaskingforourpermission

Me:NotthatIneedbutyes

Njabulo:Canweseeher

Me:Yeahjustdon'tmakenoise

Njabulo:YouheardLwandile

Lwa:Haibo

Wequietlyentertheroom.



Me:Thisisher

Njabulo:Shedoesn'tlookokay

Lwa:Awndodaobviouslyshe'ssick,dadareyou

sureaboutthisImean

Me:IhaveoutweighedalloptionsandIhopeshe

makesit

Njabulo:Momsheartwillsurelystop,youcantell

sheisagorgeouswoman

Ishowthemapictureofher.

Lwa:Damn



Njabulo:Wellifsheistheoneletsmakeherdays

memorableandhopeshewillrecover

Shewill,shehastorecover.Iknowshecan.

Zakhele

Weatthepresidentshousediscussingbirthdays

andwhatnot.Arewenottooldforthat.

Me:Areyounotoldforbirthdays

Banele:Iheardyounotcoming

Zithulele:YeapIwon'tbeavailable

Banele:YoutoldhimwhatIsaidright



Hesaidifwedon'tcomewemustneverbother

ourselveswithhim.Zithulelebeingpettyjustlike

hisdadwillnotcome.NonhleandAyanda'skids

walkinwithPalesa.

MamPali:Bhenguwewanttoparty

Theylaugh,thesekidsdon'tlikeustothemwegood

asdead.Howeverussiblingsagreedtonotletthe

grown-upsproblems,influenceus.Withthemits

understandabledadf***upandthat'sit.

Onele:Banelecanwegoseemom

Banele:Whichmomohthatmomyouwillseeher

Saturday

Kwenzo:Whynotnow



Banele:She'sonvacationwithhernewboyfriend

andwillbebackthisSaturday

Iknowheislyingbecauseeverytimehelies.He

looksdownandgriphisfingers.

Mandlenkosi

BabyshoppingwheredoIevenstartmomshould

behelpingmewiththis.Ican'tevenaskforit,Ican

alreadyseeZithulelescreamingatme.Thatboyis

notgoodnoIamjoking.

ShopAssistant:Wouldyoulikeanyassistancesir

Me:YesactuallyIamhavingababysoonandI

wanttostartnowpreparingmyself.Whattobuy,

whatsizeyouknowtheworks

ShopAssistant:Congratulationsnotmanytake



responsibilitylikethat,letsstartwithclothesthan

diapers

IlookatherohmyGod,Iamgoingtobepeeping

shit.Myphonebeeps"Emergencyatwork"whatare

theymessingupnow.

Zithulele

IsitdownafteralongdayallIwantishotwaterand

abed.Igrabmyphone,Ihaveamessagefrom

William."emergencyatwork,Ican'treach

Mandlenkosi".IsighthatboyheisslackingandI

amnotlikingthat.

Me:KimyeahcanyoucallWilliamandfindoutwhat

isgoingon

Kim:Yessir



Runningacompanyisn'tChildsplay,youhavetobe

onthelookout24/7.WhenIstartedthisIhadno

ideaitwouldturnouttobethissuccessful,thiswas

mom'swayofapologizing.Ididn'tneedherapology,

itsalotandthingsarestillthesamewhichbreaks

myheartevenmore.

Zakhele:ZithuleleBhengu

Ilookathim.

Zakhele:Don'tthinkaboutit

Me:Clearlywedidn'tsendaclearmessage

Zakhele:Itsuselessnowhehatesher

Me:Whatdoyouhaveformeohthebudget



Zakhele:Andnowshehasaboyfriend

Me:Iamstartingtowonderiftheyreallylovedeach

other

Momanddadarethereasonwhythingsarelike,

mostlydad.
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Sfiso

Shejoinsusinlivingroom.Imustsaysheis

lookingmuchbetterthanwhatshewas.

Me:IlikewhatIsee

Phindile:Sanibona



Me:Andwecanspeakwow

Phindile:Whydidn'tyouwakemeup

Me:YouweresleepingsopeacefulIdidn'twantto

disturbyou

Phindile:WhatifIdied

Me:Iwillhityou

Phindile:Okay

Me:ThesearemyboysLwandileandNjabulo.I

don'tknowwheremydaughteris

Theygreether,yeahshehasthisintimidatingaura.

Idon'tunderstand,theystartfidgetingnotknowing



whattosay.

Them:Siyajabulaukwazima

Shesmiles.

Me:Youhungry

Phindile:Yes,soboyswhyaren'tyouwarningyour

father.Sincehedecidetofallinlovewithme

Lwa:Helovedyouthemomenthesawyou,hewas

justscaredofapproachingyou

Njabulo:Dudewhatiswrongwithyou

Lwa:Oops



Shejoinsmeinthekitchen.

Phindile:Doyouknowwhatyouaredoing

Me:Iknowmywayaroundthekitchenthankyou

verymuch

Shechuckles,herphonerings.

Phindile:HibabyyesIamstillcomingalthoughif

mysituationworsen,Iwon'tbeableto.Banelethey

can'tseemelikethisIdon'twantthemtoworry

Mypagerbeepshaibo.Thisisunacceptable,Ican't

leaveherwhoisgoingtotakecareofher.

Zithulele



IloveKimshe'sthebestPAever,mydeskalready

hasfoodandfilesIneedtogothrough.Mytwin

brotherentersitsweirdhowwelookalikeandhow

muchwelooklikedadandnothinglikemom.

Me:Zakheleinthebuilding,heythisismyfood

Helaughs.

Me:Okaywhatarewedoingtoday

Zakhele:Itellyouthosepeopledownatthe

constructionsitearemonsters,howMandlenkosi

dealswiththem.Iapplaudhim

Me:Heisamonsterhimself,whatiswrong

Zakhele:Theybehindontwoorders,bythetime



theydone.Ourclientwouldhavesuedus

Me:Everyonehasresponsibilityandyouwon'tlikeit

whenIstartinterfering

Zakhele:Aymansomethingmustbedonewith

thoseworkers

Ndiswa:Ienter

Me:Heysis

Ndiswa:Mandlenkosineedstostepupandgoback

totheconstructionsite.Theyatemealive,Iwasleft

shocked

Me:Hewillfixit,Iknowhewill



Ndiswa:Awbusinessmanoftheyear

Me:Putsomerespectonmyname

Welaugh.

Ndiswa:Bhutiyougottoocome,weneeditwebeen

workinghard

Me:Idon'tknow

Zakhele:Youtripping

Me:Yougoing

Zakhele:OfcoursewhywouldIallowsomeone,

whowasn'ttherestopmefromhavinggoodfood

andgooddrinks



Idon'twanttogobecauseifIseethemIknow,Iwill

flip.

Me:Iwillthinkaboutit

Ndiswa:Zithulele

Me:Getoutofmyoffice

Theylaugh.

Banele

Thingswerecomingalongjustlastminute

preparationfortomorrow.Iamhappyeveryoneis

comingbeenawhile,sinceweallgottogether.

MamPali:Myboywhatisthis



Me:ForPhindile

MamPali:Whendidshestarteatinglikethis

Me:Don'task

Dad:Whatdidshesaydowefetchhertodayorhe

willbringher

Me:Hewillbringher

Dad:OkayBongani,Nathi

Mom:Pleasedon'ttroublemykids

Hewalksawayshoutingtheirnames.



Mom:Thabiso

Ilaugh.

Bongani:Babayinimanje

Theyjoinuslookingtiredasf****.

Bongani:Asifwenothischildrenhislikenooneis

sleepingonhissonsbirthday

Me:Gorestandignorehimyouknowhowexcited

hegetswhenallofusarehere

Nathi:Dadstopitma



Mom:Thabiso

Dad:Okaygobeforetheykillme

Ilaugh.

Phindile

Ineedsomethingtowearfortomorrow.Lwandile

setmeupwithhisgirlfriendZinhle,sheisallthings

fashion.

Zinhle:Okaymasowhatwereyouthinking

Me:IwantsomethingthatsaysIamamother,a

respectablewomanandsomeone'sgirlfriend

Zinhle:OkayIgotafewthingshereletsstartwith

thisone



Iheadtobathroomitsasequencelongsleevewrap

dress,thisfeelslikeIamgoingtoafunction.

Me:OkaysoIthinkthisistherightchoice,although

itsbeautiful

Zinhle:Okayhowaboutthisone

Ohnothisisshowingtoomuchskin,Idon'twantto

drawanyattentiontowardsme.

Zinhle:Yeahyourightokayuhmahyes,

sophisticatedandelegant

Me:Thismightactuallywork

Shesmiles,Ihaveadresstheywon'tseethatIam



dying.

Sfiso

Ihopethosefoolsareattainingtoherneeds,

becauseifnottheybothgettingaspanking.Istep

outofthetheaterandwashmyhands,thisdoctor

thinghasitsmoment.Ineedtoputinleave,mylife

nowisdemandingtoomuchofmytime.

"Heydoc"

Me:Zaneleno

Zanele:PleaseIwillbeback,nothingmajorjusta

scan

Me:Igotpeoplewaitingformeathome



Zanele:Sfisoplease

Me:Haibo

Zanele:Thankyoubye

Me:Zanele

IinformPhindileIamgoingtobelate.Imustinstall

camerasathome,soIcanbeabletokeepaneye

onher.Incaseofanemergencyandsheisby

herselfortheboysnotknowinghowtohelp.

Betty:Youstillhere

Me:Hmmadoctorslife

Betty:Needanything



Me:NoIamgoodthankyoubye

ThelessinteractionIhavewithfemalesthebetter.
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Sfiso

Igotupearlyandpreparedbreakfast.Shedidn't

looklikesomebodywhowantedtogo,buttheway

thatkidlovesherandcaresforher.Idon'tthinkitis

agoodideatodisappointhim.

Lwa:Canwedishout

Me:Iyonantoeniyaziyoleyo(That'stheonlything

yallknowfoodfoodfood)

Lwa:Awbaba



Me:Donotleavethekitchendirty,whereis

Penelope

Lwa:Atschool

Itakethefoodup.

Me:Ihopeyouawake

Thebedisalreadymadeandsheisjustlaying

down.

Me:Ibroughtyoufood

Phindile:Thankyou,Idon'teategg



Me:Youdon'teateggs

Phindile:Butthissmoothylooksgood

Me:Okay

Phindile:Younotgoingtowork

Me:Itookleave

Phindile:Sfiso

Me:Don'tworryaboutmefocusingongettingbetter.

Thethingstartsat11whenareyougettingready

Phindile:Iwillgetreadyjustnow



Iplaceherlegsonmylapandmassageherfeet.

Zakhele

WealldressedupwaitingforZithulelemyphone

rings.

Nkosenye:Whereareyouguyswebeenwaiting

Me:WewaitingonZee

Ndiswa:Guyspleasebeonyourbestbehavior

Langa:Itsveryeasytoignoreaghost

Nkosi:Youcallingmomaghost

Ndiswa:Haveyounoshame



IchuckleZithulelefinallycomesdown,weenterthe

liftandheadunderground.

Nkosihle:Comeonyouguysreally

Thisfamilyisprettymuchblessedwithtwins,we

goingtobeseeingalotofdoublestoday.Ithas

beenawhile.

Nkosenye:Sowereadytoseemom

Me:Langasaiditsveryeasyignoringghost

TheylaughMandlenkosigetsmadandstormsoff.

Banele

IjustwantedmyfamilyforthisdayandIamglad



theyhonoredit.Mom'sbackyardlooksinsane,I

hopethereisenoughforeveryone.ButIamso

nervous,Idon'tknowhowthisdaywillgo.Iscan

theheadsoutsideafewaremissing,mombetter

comeotherwisethiswholepartywillstop.

Dad:Banelestartthethingshewillcatchon

Me:Dad

Dad:Banele

Me:Okay

Theboyswalkin.

Ndiswa:Sorrywelatethisdudedelayedus



Dad:Awnkosazanekababawoza,ubaniobewazi

uzophumaufanensenobabawakho(Daddys

princesscomehere,whoknewyouwouldcome

lookingexactlylikeyourdad)

Westepout.

Dad:Mashenge

Shesingsachorus.Thansaysaprayer.

"Amen"

Mom:Thishandsomemanovertodayallhewanted

onhisspecialday,wasallofyouhereregardlessof

howwefeelabouteachother.Iamgratefulthatall

ofyoucametoBanele



Everyone:UmfanakaThabisoDonBhengu

Dad:Shutup

Theylaugh.

Mom:Doyouwanttosayanything

Dad:Ehmfanausuphindewakhulafuthsiyabonga

(yougrowingupagain,wethankful)

Andthatsitfromhim.

Phindile

Iamsonervousitsmyfirsttimeseeingeveryone,it

isgoingtotakeallofmetogetthroughthisday.

BaneleandThabisostepout,wegetout.Banele

hugsme.



Me:Happybirthdaymyboy

Thabiso:Ialmostcameandpunchthebothofyall

Sfiso:Ileavetwohoursawayfromthisplace

Thabiso:AwigPhindilesomelipstickcomeon

thoseboysaregoingtohaveafieldday

Me:Iftheylaughthansobeit

Sfiso:Callmewhenallofthisisover

Thabiso:Asambe

Thebackyardlooksbeautiful,Olwethustilllovesher



flowers.WestepoutandthestaresIgetisenough

tosendmeintoacoma.Ilosemybalance,but

Thabisoisholdingme.

Zakhele:Isn'tshejust

Zithulele:Isyourboyfriendbrokeyoulookcrazy,no

manLangayouwererightshedoeslooklikea

ghost

Me:MaybeIshouldgo

Zithulele:Yeahgonoonewantsyou

Isigh.IsitdowninbetweenLangaand

Mandlenkosi.

Me:Helloeveryone



Sakhile:Mommy

IsmileMandlenkosipourswaterforme.

Me:Thankyou

Zithulele:Whydidn'tyoujustabortusinsteadof

havingusanddesertinguslikedogs

Me:YouknowwhereIstayright,youhavemy

numberright

Zithulele:Whatsthatgottodowithanything

Me:Whydon'tyoucome,whydon'tyoucallmeand

askmethosequestions.Youwanttoruin

someone'sbirthdayandactlikeaspoiltbrat.Ican



notchangewhathappened,ifIhadthechanceto

doitagain.Iwouldtakeitcauseclearlyyouneed

somegrowinguptodo.Ihavehaditwithyour

stankattitude,ifyoudon'tlikemesobeit.Youhave

nottheslightestideaofwhatIwentthrough,you

thinklifewastoughwetakeapageofmybook

Ifeelliquidslidingdownmynose.

Me:Excuseme

Mzwakhe

Idon'tlikethegirlbutsomethingain'tright.

Sakhile:Howdoyouallowtheseboystotalklike

that

Thobani:Likefatherlikesons,healsotreatedher

likethis



Linda:Iwouldhavelongslappedthes****outof

the

Thobani:Whatgoesaroundcomesaround

Me:WhatamIsupposedtodotheydon'tevenlike

me

Sakhile:Beaf*****fatherandslapthes****outof

them.Theylikethisbecauseofthehateyouhave

forher

Me:ShetookawaymykidsandIwillneverforgive

herforthat

Thobani:Ohandwesupposedtoforgiveyoufor

havingAyandaarrested



Linda:Mmmwakhe

Theywalkaway.

Mandlenkosi:Wereyouabletohelpme

Me:thestartofnextmonththedatehasalready

beenset

Henods.

Mandlenkosi:Thankyou

Zithulele:Mandlenkosi

Hefrownswhenhereachesus.



Zithulele:Whatareyoudoing

Mandlenkosi:IamtalkingtodadunlikeyouIdo

haveamotherandfatheryouknow

Zithuleleseemsshockedbythisstatement,he

walksawayZeegrabshimandnkosialmosttakes

hiseyesout.Zeelooksatmewithdisgustand

walksaway,haveIletangerblindmethis.Butif

theyweretofindoutwhatshedid,theywillalsobe

angry.

Phindile

Thatcrysessionmademestronger.Itoldeveryone

torest,Iwillwashthedishes.Iwaswipingthe

counters,whenZithuleleandZakheleleavedirty

dishesinthesinkandwalkaway.



Lady:Younotgoingtowashthat

Zakhele:IwouldbutIdon'twantto,plusthis

womanwillwashthemnowletsgo

Lady:Nomybrotheriscomingtofetchmewehave

aflighttocatch

Zakhele:ReallyPenelope

Penelope:Yeah

Sheleaveshimandheadstothesink.

Me:Itsokay,Iwillwashthem

Penelope:Don'tworrymaIalreadystarted



Mandlenkosi:Iwillhelp

Penelope:Iknow,Icamelatedidsomething

happened

Mandlenkosi:Theythinktheyarethes****

IamsensingsomethingwithMandlenkosi.

[06/22,12:18].:09

Onemonthlater

Sfiso

Phindilewentdownhillafterthatpartyshegotsick.

IdroppedeverythingwiththehelpofThabisowe

cametothestates,thingswereseeminglygoing

okayandshewasrespondingtochemotherapy.But



afteramonththingswentfromgoodtoarebad.

DoctorJohnsoncalledmetohisoffice.

Me:NicpleaseIcan'ttakeanymorebadnews

Hesighsandhandsmeafile,Ilookthroughthefile

andmyheartdrops.

Nic:Wegottoremoveitbeforeitgrowsinto

somethingbigwecan'thandle

Me:Abraintumorbuthow

Nic:Sheshowedsomesignsofmigraines,possibly

inthepastshehadthem.Myadvicetakeherback

home,letherbeclosewithherfamily.Unfortunately

Ican'toperatewithoutafamilymemberconsentsor

aguardian



Ilookathimandlaymyheadonthetable.Whatam

Igoingtodo,shehasnooneexceptforme.

Zakhele

Someprogresswasmadethispastmonth.We

apologizedtothefamilyanddecidedtobuilda

relationshipwithdad,can'tsaythesamewithmom.

Itwilltakeawholelotmoretomendour

relationshipwithher.Iworryaboutheralotthough,

lastwesawhershedidn'tlookokay.Ialsohada

bigfalloutwithPenelope,aboutmom.Shestill

doesn'tknowmomfornow,Ihavetofixmy

relationshipfirstthanshecanknowmom.Butwe

fixedthingsandwegoodnow.

Me:Youokay

Penelope:Juststressedoutaboutmydad.He

seemstohavefallenwiththewrongone



Me:Howisitwrongfallingwithsomeone

Penelope:Iwasmeanttomeetherbuthercondition

gotworse.Shehascancer,theyfoughtagoodfight

nowshe'sworse.Sheisfailingtofightit

Me:Yo

Penelope:Andthewaydadissoinvestedinher,he

hadhopesshewasgoingtorecover.Buther

conditionjustwentoutofcontrol

Me:Comehere

Shelaysonmychest.

Me:Icantellthisishurtingyou



Penelope:Morethanyoucanimaginethiswoman

gottopullthrough,otherwisemydadwillbeleft

shattered

Herphonerings.

Penelope:CanI

Me:Yeah

Penelope:Heytheycomingback,ohmyGod

Shecriesokaythisismakingmethinkaboutmom,

arewebeingtoohardonher.

Mandlenkosi

IheardaweirddreamlastnightandIdon'tknow

whattomakeofit,myphonebeepsitsamessage



fromdad.Thedamageswerepaidandeverything

wentwell,ItexthimbackthancallbabLindokuhle.

BabLindo:Nowonderitsthishotyoucallingme

Me:Baba

BabLindo:AhIamnotadinosaur

Ilaugh.

BabLindo:TowhatdoIowethispleasure

Me:Ihadaverydisturbingdreammaybeyoucan

helpme

BabLindo:OkayIamlistening



Me:Ngiphuphaumaeshonileizululilibisiyombeka

endaweniyakheyokugcina.Kuqhamukeinyoka

ikhala,ingeneegodiniiphumeebeseizohlalaeduze

kwami.Ikhandalilalephezukwamathangaami(I

dreamtofmombeingdead,theweatherverybad

andweweregoingtolayheronherlastplaceof

rest.Thanthesnakeappearscrying,itenters

mom'sgravethancomesout.Itthansitsnexttome

andlaysitsheadonmythighs)

BabLindo:OhboyboythatishecticevenifItryto

talktotheancestors.Yourmotheristheonlyone

whocantellyouwhatthatmeans,butIwilltry

Me:Okaythankyou

BabLindo:Begoodnow

Me:Iwill



Ihungupmomcan'tbedying,Ihaveforgivenher.

Shemusthavehadherreasonslikeeveryother

parentright.

Thabiso

Sfisofinallycallsme,IwishIcouldhavegonewith

them.Buteveryonewouldhavebeeninmy

business.IdecidedtokeepBaneleoutofthis,heis

nottakingitwell.Itoldmywifeandshewas

devastated,wecannotlosePhindile.

Me:Tellmeyouhavegoodnews

Hesighs.

Sfiso:IwishIhadgoodnews,Idon'tevenknow

howthingsgotthisbad



Me:OkayNdlangamandladon'tscaremenow

Sfiso:Ihavetobringherbackandshehastogofor

surgery

Me:Surgeryforwhat

Sfiso:Theyfoundabraintumor

Iclosemyeyes.

Sfiso:Pleasejusthelpmecomebackinthecountry.

IwillexplaineverythingonceIamthere

Me:YeahnoofcourseNkosidon'tgiveuphope.

Sheisgoingtobefine

Hehungsup,Igottotellthewholefamilyaboutthis.



Mzwakhe

Mykidsfinallyacceptedmethebestfeelinginthe

worldandweoutforlunch.

Me:Whereistheprincess

Zakhele:Shedidn'tfeellikeit

Me:Okaysomeothertimewithheroneonone

Mandlenkosi:Howdoesyourbabymamafeelabout

this,heardshedon'tlikeusthatmuch

Me:Itsnotyouwhoshedoesn'tlike,itsyourmother

Mandlenkosi:Andyoursonwon'ttherebe

competitiononwhoispaidmoreattentionto



Me:Idon'treallycareallthatIwantisforyouguys

tobesolidwithme,thanIwillcrossthatbridge

whenIgetthere

Iamoverthemoon.

Nkosenye:Broyouokay

Mandlenkosi:Mxmniyangibhoraamazwienungath

amakatianwayaudonga(Yallboringmeyour

voicessoundlikecatsscratchingwalls)

Zakhele:Andthan

Hegetsup.

Mandlenkosi:Sukaendleleniyamisukahawu



(Moveoutofmyway,move)

Hewearshisbikeroverhisshouldersandleaves.

Me:Whatiswrongwithhim

Zakhele:Heissometimeslikethiswhenhegetslike

thiswejuststayoutofhisway.Hewouldfrom

nowheresnapatusorzoneout

Me:Hmminterestinganywaysthankyouguysfor

coming

Ihopethisisafirstofmany.

Thabiso

Theydroppedeverythingandcametomyhouse.I

havebeentryingtocallThatoandheisnotpicking



upmycalls.

Stha:Daddywhatisthisaboutwhyareothers

excluded

Me:ItsnotthatIamexcludingthemson,butthisis

averysensitivematter.IwouldholdonMkhize

Thato:Whatdoyouwant

Me:NgiyakucelaThatoubuyeuzekhaya

Thato:IfthisIsthisaboutMzwakhe

Me:Phindilesheis,shehascancer.Thingsarenot

lookinggood,theyfoundabraintumor.ThatoIam

beggingyoudon'tdoitforme,don'tdoitforthat

manorthefamily.ButPhindilesheneedsusright



now

Rato:ThabisoBhengu

Thobani:Whatdidyoujustsay

Me:Yesguysmommythingsarenotlookinggood

forher,she'scurrentlyinthestatesundergoing

chemonowshehastocomebackhome

Thato:ItsfineIwillcomewhereaboutissheso,I

cangoandassessthesituation

Me:OkayIwilltextyouthedetailsnow

Hehungsup.

Me:IwasalsoshockedwhenIfoundoutaboutit



Thobani:Theblooddrippingwasitthecancer

Theylookathim.

Thobani:What

Me:Yesshehashadthisforquitesometime,they

wouldbeatitanditwouldcomeback.Iguessthis

timeshehasgivenup

Linda:Yobantubenkosiaykhona

Me:Ihavetogosortoutsomethings.Olwethu

pleasekeepaneyeonmybaby

Linda:Ithoughtthisb****wastryingtobefunnyor

somethingshowingupbaldheadedandthose



disrespectfultwins,Iwishonedaymeandthemin

aring

Thobani:BythanMzwakhewouldhavekilledyou

Linda:ThabisoIthinkyoushouldtellthemeven

thoughtheyareamesstheyneedtoknow

Me:NookayIwantnothingthat'sgoingtohinder

Phindile'srecovery.Ifanyofyoutellthemwhatis

happening,Iwilldealwithyouverybadly

Ileave.
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Mandlenkosi

IhadthatdreamagainsoIdecidedtocallmom.



Mom:Hello

Ikeepquiet.

Mom:Youcantalktomeitsokay

Me:Whydidyouleaveus

Mom:Youmuchbetterofwithoutmeatleastnow

thingswillshinebright

Me:Mom

Mom:Youbeagoodboyandtakecareoffamily

okay

Voice:Mandlenkosi,Mandlenkosi



Me:Mamama

Voice:Nkosi

Me:Ma

Iwakeupbreathingfrantically.

Nande:Itsjustanightmare

Me:NoNande

Nande:Calmdown,lookatmecalm

Me:Iwashavingadreaminadream.Allthese

dreamseithermomisdeadordying,andwetoo



latetoreconcilewithher

Nande:Don'tyouthinkthatmaybethisisasign

yourmotherisreallydying

Me:Shecan'tdie

Nande:Itsokaydon'tcry

Me:Ormaybeitshermanipulatingmymind

Nande:Areyouserious

Me:Momwasverypowerfulshedidthingsno

humancanmaybe

Nande:Wow



MaybeifthesedreamswereclearIwouldknow

whattodo.Idon'tknownowwhatisgoingon.

Mzwakhe

Iwenttogocheckonsomebody,Iamfeelinggreat

andneedsomecomfort.Sheopensthedoorstillin

hersleepystate,Ienterandlock.

Sbahle:Mzwakheitstooearlyformetobedealing

withyou

Me:Icameongoodtermstrustme

Sbahle:No

Ilaugh.



Sbahle:Howcomeyouhere,youkilledyourwife

already

Ichuckle.

Me:She'snoteasytokillthatone,butnofinallymy

childrenhaveacceptedme

Sbahle:Really

Me:Yeahwebeenspendingalotoftimetogether

andithasbeengood

Sbahle:But

Me:Iwishtheirmotherwasaround

Sbahle:Ithoughtyouhatedthegirl



Me:Wouldn'tyouhatesomeonewhokilledyour

brother,sentyourkidsawaytoGodknowswhere

Sbahle:Doyouevenhaveproofthatshedid

Me:Idohaveevidencetobackmystatement,I

neverpicturedhertobethisevil

YesthereitisthereasonwhyIdon'tlikeher.Idon't

understandwhatmybrotherdidthatmadeherfeel

theneedtokillhim,ontopofthatIlearnedshe

killedCynthiaandPearl.PearlIgetthatonehas

alwaysbeencold,Cynthiadon'tcaremuchabout

her.Butmybrotherhowcouldshehavedonethat.

Me:Myfamilyhastakenhersidenow,theyhaving

privatesessionsandgatheringsandthatjust

breaksmyheart



Sbahle:Youtriedtellinganyonethis

Me:Theywon'tforgiveheratleastwithme,theywill

thinkohitsbecauseshesentmykidsawayandI

amcrazy

Sbahle:Mzwakhethisisabigburdenforyoutobe

carryingitonyourown

Me:YouknowthefunnythingisthroughallthatI

Ilookather,throughallthatPhindileisstillmy

numberonelady.ButhowcanIfixitwhenIcan't

standher,atfirstIthoughtitwasbogusnoway

Phindilewouldbecapableofsuch.Butwhenhis

wifecametomeandtoldmeaboutadreamshe

hadsimilartomine,Ibelievedit.



Me:Ijustwantherawayfrommyfamily

Sbahle:Haveyouthoughtaboutsittingdownwith

herandresolvingwhatevertheproblemis

Me:Ithinkthingsarebetterthisway

Sbahle:SeeItoldyou,Iwasn'treadytobedealing

withyou

Me:CanIgetakisswhileyoustilldecidingonwhen

yougoingtobeready

Sbahle:No

Me:GoodthingIhavethisbadboyhereonepress

lockdownbaby



Sbahle:Mzwakheno

Me:AkissthanIwillthinkaboutit

Thingscanchange,Imaysitdownwithheroneday

andaskwhy.Istoppedmyfoolishwaysandthisis

howshebetraysme.Iamnotabadpersonpeople

justperceivemethatway,Ireallythoughtour

marriagewasgoodbutIguesswasfoolingmyself.

Shehadotherplans.

Zakhele

Mandlenkosihassomethingimportanttotellus,he

doesn'tlookokayitssomescrewwentloose.

Zithulele:Whatisit

Mandlenkosi:WellIkeephavingthisdreamabout

momeitherdeadordyingandweburyingher



Zithulele:Sheisprobablymanipulatingyouwithher

gift

Mandlenkosi:ThatswhatIthought

Zithulele:Don'tmuchattentiontoit

Me:Youwilldriveyourselfcrazy

Mandlenkosi:Yallreallythinksheisusingme

Zithulele:Momwoulddojustaboutanythingtoget

ustoacceptheritsbeenyearsandtheysaidIam

thesnake,whereisthesnakenow

Me:Iforgotaboutthat



Zithulele:Yeahdon'treadtoomuchintoit

Mandlenkosi:Okay

Zithulele:Iamleavingforwork,willyoubefine

Mandlenkosi:Yeah

Wefistbumpandleave.

Me:Realtalk

Zithulele:Zakhelewebeenthroughthis

Me:Nobuthelookedsoscared

Zithulele:Phindiledyingthatwillbetheendofusall.



Zakheleenough

Ichuckle,thewayhebossesuslikeheisour

superior.

Mandlenkosi

HeisnotthesnakebecauseIamthesnake,why

didIeventhinktalkingtothemwasgoingtohelp.I

callthepersonIambeingshown.

BabThabiso:Boyboy

Me:Babauphiuma(Daddywhereismymother)

Hekeepsquietforawhile.

BabThabiso:Whyyouaskingmeaboutyour

mother



Me:Babauphiuma(Daddywhereismymother)

BabThabiso:IamafraidIcan'ttellyouthat,just

staystrongne.Ihavetogo

Hehungsup.
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Thabiso

ThedayhasarrivedforPhindile'ssurgery.Thato

couldn'tmakeittothestatesbecauseofthebad

weather,itwasalsoastruggleformetogetSfiso

andphindilebackinthecountry.Assoonasthey

lady,theheavyraincame.Ialsodecidedtolether

husbandandchildrenknow.Sheisinthehospital

fightingforherlife,Iexpectedthemtoberudeand

savagebuttheirfatherputtheminorder.



Iwasangry,hurtandbrokentothecore,thisfeels

likethedaywelostNtando.Asombermoment,

whenwegotacallthatNtandoandphindilewere

involvedinacaraccidentandoneofthemdidn't

survivenearlycrushedoursoul,therewastenofus

nowthere'snine.Anditlookslikeweabouttolose

themostimportantpersoninourfamily.

Werequestedaprivatefloor,wedidn'twanttobe

toofarfromPhindileincaseanythinghappens.

Rato:WhywouldPhindiledothis.Itsyouguysthat

haveaproblemwithher

Thobani:Haveyoubeendrinking

Welaugh.

Me:Guysthisisnotthetimetobelaughing



Thedooropenswelookup,itsSfisoinscrubs,okay

Phindilealwayschoosingrightintermsoflooks.

Shenailsthatoneoutthepark.

Rato:Whoareyou

Mzwakhe:Lerato

Welaugh.

Sfiso:Itstimeforhersurgery

HeistryingtokeepittogetherbutIcanseethisis

killinghiminside,hereallylikesher.

Me:Heysheisgoingtopullthrough



Hesitsdownquietly.ThatoandPhamandlawillbe

handlingthissurgery.

Thato:Youknowwecoulduseanextrapairof

hands

Sfiso:NoIwillletyouguyskillher

Thato:Getyourassupandhelpmeremovethat

braintumor

Sfiso:Youtheneurohereyougoandsavetheir

preciousmommy

Thato:Iwillbesuretotellheryourefusedtohelp

her

Sfiso:Bemyguesthoney



Theyheadtotheoperatingroom.

Me:Whatiswrong

Sfiso:TodayIamnotadoctor,Iamhereasafriend

Andwewait.

Zithulele

Mandlenkosi'svisionsturnedouttobereal.Wedid

seeherwhenshearrived,shelookedpaleand

somebodywhowasalreadygone.Ireadaboutthis

leukemia,peopledon'tmakeitpastfiveyearsand

momhasbeenbattlingthisallbyherself.Thiswas

hectic,veryhectic.Zakhelegetsup,Igetupand

followhim.



Me:Zakhelewait

Irunafterhim.

Me:Zakhele

Zakhele:Notmymom,notmymom

Me:Itsokaybroitsokay

Ihughim,heholdsmetightandcriesreallybadon

myshoulder.

Me:Okayyouhurtingmenow

Iseedadsteppingoutandcomingtous.



Dad:Itsokay

Hehugshimandhejustletsitallout.

Dad:Itsokaysonnothingisgoingtohappento

mom

Zakhele:Wespentmostofourlifehatinghernow

lookatisgoingon,youweresupposedtostaywith

her.Youshouldn'thavelefther,thisisnothow

thingsweresupposedtobe

Me:Zakhele

Dad:Whatdoyoumeanson

Hegetsoffdadwipinghistears,thanwalksaway.

Dadlooksatme,Ishrugmyshouldersandscurry



off

Mandlenkosi

Justlikemydreamthesnakewassittingnexttome,

itsheadlayingonmythighs.Idon'tthinkpeople

canseethisbecauseiftheydid,theywouldbe

screaming.

BabLindo:Heisnotcrying,heissimplybonding

withitskeeper

Ilookathim.Iamnotnosnakekeeper,hegetsoff

me.Iattempttorunawayheholdsme.

BabLindo:Donotrun

Ahisheserious.



BabLindo:Whyactingsurpriseheisbeentalkingin

yourhead,gotalktoyourmotheryoutheonlyone

whocanconvinceher.Okaymaybenottheonlyone

butitsworthatry.Justquietlysitdownandyouwill

meetyourpeople

Isitdownquietlyandclosemyeyes.

IopenmyeyesandIamintheblackriver.Black

riverwaithowamIintheblackriver.

"Atleastyoucanswim"

Me:UncleSizwe

Sizwe:Wherehaveyouseenanunclelikethis

Me:WhyamI



Sizwe:Idon'tknowyoucamehere,whyareyou

here

Me:Whyisthishappeningtomom,whyisthis

happeningtoourfamily

Sizwe:Allyourdaddy'sweretoldneverhurt

inkosazane.Didtheylistennoeverybadthing

happeningispayback

Me:WhydoIfeellikeyouenjoyingthis

Sizwe:Doyouwantyouranswersornot

Me:Yesofcoursebutthatdoesn'texplainmom

Sizwe:SheneedstotakebackMambaandyour



girlfriendneedstogivebacktheleopardtoyour.

Thereisnothingtofight,momdefeatedallthe

creaturesexceptforone

Me:Whoisthatone

Sizwe:Itcan'tbedefeatedbecauseitsfamily

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Sizwe:Whatyourmotherdidwasbreakthebond

theshadowhadwithitssonandgrandchild.Your

mothertrickedtheshadow

Me:Ewwyoumarriedyourcousin

Sizwe:MandlenkosiIamgoingtochaseyouout



Me:Okayokaygoon

Sizwe:Theshadowdidnotlikethat,itcaused

problemswithinthefamily.Hemadeyourfather

believe,yourmomwasresponsibleforthedeathof

Ntando,Cynthiaand.IswearIwillsendyouback

Ilaugh.Iwakeupgasping.

Dad:Whatswrong

Me:I'mokayIamokay

BabLindo:Doyouknownow

Ilookathimwhydoesithavetobemetofixthis

mess.Ineedtogobackandfindoutmore.



Thabiso

Itsbeenhoursandhoursofwaiting,nonewsis

goodnewsright.WhoamIkiddingsheoncedied

andMzwakhecriedhiseyeballsout.

Andiswa(Ntando'swife):WhenshewakesupIam

goingtofixthingswithher

Linda:YinivelewhatdidPhindiledotoyouguys

Mandlenkosi:Momssurgeryisstillnotdonesocan

welesschit-chatandmorekeepingourmouths

shut

Linda:OnedayIwouldliketopunchyourugly

Mandlenkosi:Uglyisyourkids



Welaugh.

Linda:Clearlyyouhaven'tmetmyson,babyheis

halfblack,halfwhiteyoubettercomecorrect

Alex(Lindani'swife):Reallyyougoingtobearguing

withakid

Linda:MamDlaminithisisnotakidthisisa

monster

Mzwakhe:Youcallingmysonamonster

Linda:Monstersareugly

Me:Okayenoughtheboyisrightmommyisstillin

surgery



Theylaugh.

Thobani:Shitthatwasagoodone

Linda:Balenciagaisanythingbutugly

Khwezi(Lindani'sson):Dad

Thatofinallycomesoutafterwhatfeltlikeamillion

yearspassed.Ican'treadhisfacialexpression,his

eyestravelsthroughallofus.

Thato:Sheisfinethesurgerywasasuccess.I

managedtoremovethetumor,sheregained

consciousnessandisstable

Mzwakhesinksdown,Ithinkmyheartstopped.Ifor

surethoughthewasgoingtotellus,shedidn't



makeit.

Me:WhereisSfiso,itsokayIwillgofindhim

Mommygetstoliveagain.
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Mandlenkosi

Ialwayssawhimasthisuptightmanwhodoesn't

laugh,butunderneaththosegrayeyesisawhole

anotherperson.Ineededtounderstandmore,butI

guessthat'showfartheancestorswillallowmeto

know.Icouldsoftlyhearherwakingmeup.

Voice:Yourmotheristheonetofixthis

Me:"Whataboutmomanddad"



Voice:Momanddadwillsortthemselvesout

Iopenmyeyes.

Me:Hey

Nande:Anotherdream

Me:Theynotallowingmetoknowmore

Tryingtoconvincemomisgoingtobeonemad

Rollercoaster.

Nande:Youhungry

Me:Forsomemeat



Nande:Yourmotheryoueverdisrespectherlike

thosetwo

Me:No,Iwon'tdothat

Nande:Goodletmegograbsomemeat

Me:Thanlateronmymeatcangrabonyourmeat

Nande:Anditwillbemeatilicious

Welaugh.

Phindile

IwasheldbySfiso'sstrongarms,theywerebig

warmandfuzzy.Istillhavethecancer,butIam

gladtheywereabletoremovethebraintumor

beforeitgrewtosomethingelse.ThenextthingI



havetofocusonnow,gettingAyandaandNonhle

outthanfindingwhoisthesnake.AfterthatIcan

livemylifethewayIwant.

Sfiso:Ihopeyouthinkingaboutme

Me:Dischargemeandtakemehomewithyou

Sfiso:Idon'tworkhereandIcan'tjustdischarge

youforwhat,youjustoutofsurgery

Me:OkayatleastItoldyou,uzosalaukhamisile

kanjalo(YouwillbeleftshockedItellyou)

Helaughsandgetsofthebed.

"Nkosazane"



Isigh.

Me:TellmewhyIsavedyou,youwereuselessthan

stilluselessnow

"Ididn'tknowwecan'tbekilled"

Me:OhshutuponethingItellyoutodoyoucan't

evendoit

"Heis"

Me:Nothinghardaboutthatman.Iaskedyouone

thing,onesimplethingkeepMzwakheawayfrom

me

"Hisloveforyoumakesitveryhardformetomake

himforgetaboutyou"



Sfisowalksin.

Zakhele

ThisfeelslikeadreamIthoughtforsure,Ilostmy

mother,butsheisstillwithus.

Zithulele:ThisisthescariestIhavebeen,wesorry

wedidn'tbelieveyou

Mandlenkosi:Doesn'tmatterfromnowonwards,

everydreamorvisionIget.Ishalltakeitserious

Momisoneheckofalady,theliftopens

Luyandiswaenterswithdaddyt.

Zithulele:Didyoubuythewholestore



Ndiswa:Youthinkmomwilllikethis

Me:Haveyouseenmomlately

TheliftopensagainDadappearswithhisankles

crossed,helooksatZithuleleverybad.

Zithulele:She'saskinnyb****

Dadenters,hegetsupandrunsupstairslaughing.

BabThabiso:Nowwhyareyouhere

Dad:Iamheretoseemykidswhatareyoudoing

here

BabThabiso:Aydoesn'tmatternow



Dad:Okaywhosehousethemansionoryourplace

Whataretheytalkingabout.

BabThabiso:Myhouse

Dad:Helloinionwhosepermissionheeentlek

ubanilebhari

Heheadsbacktothelift,daddyTcocksagun.

BabThabiso:BeenawhilesinceIusedyou

princessmcwaah,let'sgoshine

OkayIdonotwanttobethatperson,whoeveryou

arerundaddyiscomingforyou.



Zithulele

Iliketeasinghim,hebecomesthisbigbadman

readytopounce.Iamgladmomisokaymaybenot

entirelyfine,butshe'sstillbreathing.AftertheyleftI

hadtoquicklyrushtowork,thedooropensIlookup.

Me:Kimberly

Shelooksatme.

Me:Comesitondaddy'slap

Shesighsandwalksaroundthetable,thansitson

mylap.Iturnthechairaround.

Me:Whatistroublingyou

Iaskgrabbingherboobs.



Kim:WelluhmIknowyouandIarenotthat

Me:Whotoldyouthat

Ipullhertopdownexposingherlusciousarreola.

Kim:I

Me:Youknowwhathowaboutyoubouncewhile

talking

Kim:Zithuleleno

Me:AwIthoughtyouwantedustotalk

Kim:Iamnotdoingthisrightnowdragonladycan



comeinanytime

Dragonlady,Ilaugh.

Me:Mphoisdragonladywow

Kim:Iwannatakeleave

Me:Howlong

Kim:Iwouldsayamonthbut2weeksisfine.

Me:Itoldyoutobounceifyoudoneyourthings

maybeIwouldhavegivenittoyou.Aythemoment

haspassednow

Kim:Ohreally



SheunwrapsherdressohmyGod.Ileanbackon

thechair,bittingmypen.

Phindile

Ialmostmadeaniceescapeandthesefoolsfound

me.Iamstillleavinghere,justnotwiththem.Their

uglyselveswerestaringatmeandIwasn't

bothered.

Thabiso:Youtoooldtobehavingboyfriends,

umotherofsevenhavingthetimeofherlife

Mzwakhe:WetakingyoutogorecoveratThabiso's

house,theladieswilltakeverygoodcareofyouand

nurseyoubacktohealth.Youcanignoreusallyou

want,Iamstillyourhusbandanythingwithregards

toyourhealth.Theywon'taskincrediblehulkover

here,suchdecisionsareleftforthespouse



Sfisoenters.

Sfiso:Youready

Me:Beenwaiting

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Me:IamleavingherewithSfisoandthereis

nothingyouandThabisocandotostopme

Mzwakhe:YouseemtohaveforgottenwhoIam

Me:OhhusbandIknowexactlywhoyouare

Hisphonebeeps,helooksatme.



Me:Iamleaving,Ineverwanttoseeanyofyou

again.IfIdie,letmedieinpeacealone.Havea

gooddayhusband

Sfisoholdsmyhandandweleave,sincethe

shadowfailedtosubduehim.Ihavetoputhimin

hisplace,afterbreakingthebondithadwithPearl

andherfather.Icapturedit,Ididn'trememberdoing

thatuntilMzwakhestartedactingup.That'swhenI

releaseditandunleashedituponhim,itsjobwasto

makesureitdrivesabigwedgebetweenus.One

wewon'teverrecoverfrom,butstilltillthisday.I

can'tgetoutofmymarriage.

Isuspecttheancestorsatplay,ifIfailgettingaway

fromMzwakhenow.Iwillneverbeableto.

Zithulele

Shegrindsmoaningsoftly,eachthrustfeeling

betterandbetter.Imovemyhandfromherbreast



downtoherc***,Irubonitwhilenibblingonher

neck.

Kim:Oohyessjustlikethat

Ipickupmypaceignitingmorefeelgoodplease,

shethrowsherheadbackandpinchhernipples.

Kim:Zithulele

Ivigorouslyrubandkissher,shelocksherfeet

aroundmylegs.Awaveoforgasmhitsherhard

andshecomes.

Voice:NoZithulelefinishupnowwehavean

importantmeeting

Ikissher.



Voice:StopnowitsenoughZithuleleyouneedin

theboardroom

Me:AmonthsadlyIcan'tgiveyou,2weeksitsfine.

Justdon'tleaveuswithapileofworkandweend

upnotknowingwhattodo

Kim:Noted

Me:WhenyoubackIwantyoutomeetsomebody

Youknowwhatthosefoolscanhandlethemeeting,

Iambusy.
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Mandlenkosi

Ihavetoknowthesecretstheseancestorsare



hiding,incaseIneedtostepinandmakesureno

furtherdamageisdone.UncleSizwedidn'twantto

tellmeorshowmeanything.

Sizwe:StopsayingI'manuncle,unclesdon'tlook

likethisokay

Me:Likewhat

Sizwe:Thishot

Me:Sizweokaypleasetellmewhatisgoingon

Sizwe:YourMambathebigbadsnake,diveinthe

riverandfindoutthetruth

Me:IfIamMambathatmeansthecursewasn't

lifted



Sizwe:Ithasbeenbutyourmotherhastoremain

withthesnake,shehastobeasnakeatalltimes.

Shegaveyouhersonsanddaughter,withsome

othersallofherpowers

Me:Canshedothat

Sizwe:Shehadhopesyourfatherandherwould

workout

Me:Youseriouslynotgoingtotellmewhatisgoing

on

Sizwe:No

Me:FineIamgoingtotelleveryonewhoyour

significantotheris



Sizwe:Goaheadyoungmangoahead

Heisannoyingme.Itakeoffmyclothesandstepin

theriver,Iwillfindoutonewayortheother.

Pearl

HelloguysIcomebacknotasademonthistime.I

haddonesomemanybadthingsinmylife,under

theinfluenceofthatshadow.Killedsomanygirls

asasacrificejustsothecreaturecanfindawayto

possessMzwakhe.ImadeMzwakheafraidoflove

andcommitment.

Theshadowbelongedtothepowerfulhealerthat,

wasabletotrickprincessZobuhleintocreating

thosecreatures.Itwasafterthepowerofthesnake.

Howitgottomyfamilynobodyknowsnoteven

Phindileknows,speakingofPhindile,thereisa

reasonwhytheseancestorslovehersomuch.Why



theydon'twanttoletgoofher,sheisagem.

Afterourfightthefourkingswantedtopunishme.I

wasmeanttobecursedandlivelifeinmisery.But

shepleadedmycaseandgotthemtoforgiveme,

afterthatIstayedhereintheriverandfoundlove.

Yesawholemefoundlove,IthoughtMzwakhewas

itbutthisonerighthereisexceptional.

Sizwe:Areyouawareifyoufinishthosepeaches

Phindilegoingtokillyou

Ilookintohisgrayeyesandjustmeltaway.

Sizwe:Whyyouhere

Me:Iamnotallowedtobehere



Sizwe:Nowhyareyouhere

Sizweneverlikedanyoneintheriver.

Sizwe:Sowhyyouheredon'ttellmeyoumissme

becauseweseeeachothereveryday

Me:Doyouthink

Sizwe:Don'tthink,yougoodPhindilehaseverything

undercontrol.Youwon'tbeevilagain

Helaughs.

Sizwe:OkayIamsorry

Me:DoessheknowthereasonMzwakhedoesn't

likeisbecauseoftheshadow



Sizwe:YouknowmylovePhindiledonesomany

thingsthatonlysheknows.Pleasereturnhome

YesSizweandIarehappilyinloveandwehave

kidstogether.

Phindile

Iwentgroceryshoppingthathousehadnothing,I

wantedSfisotocomebackhometoanicehome

cookedmeal,hehasbeenworkingsince.Idon't

understandwhythesepeoplewanttodisruptthe

past,everyoneisfreenowtheymustletgo.

"Nextplease"

Ipushmytrolleyandemptyout,thefooditems.I

hopeIhaveenoughonthiscard.



Voice:MrsBhengu

Me:AwMrCEO

Zithulele:Howdoyouknowitsme

Me:Youoverthetopandveryoutthere.Youcould

havejustwalkedawaylikesomewouldbutyou

said,nothere'sthatwomanletmegotoher

Zithulele:Pssshdon'tflatteryourself

Hetakesouthiswalletandpullsoutafew

hundreds.

Zithulele:Foodcosttwograndwow.Imagineifyou

didn'thaveasonlikemeyourbrokeasswouldhave

beenembarrassed



Me:Boy

Thecashieriseyeinghim,Ilookatherandraisemy

eyebrow.Shelooksdown.

Zithulele:Iwonderwhenyougoingtospoiluslike,

nodon'tworryIgotthis

Whyishebeingnicetome.

Cashier:Haveagreatday

Zithulele:Ncooohyoutooprincess

Ipinchhisback.



Zithulele:Ouch!Mom

Weendupdoingsomeshoppingiftheywantmein

theirlives.Theymustinvitemeanddon'texpectme

tobeapartofit,yestheymykidsbutthedisrespect

andattitudeiswhatIwon'tstandfor.Mzwakheis

goingtoprobablymurderusandisdefinitelygoing

tofeelsometypeofway.

Me:Iseeyoualoverofsneakers

Zithulele:Yeahdadhassomedopekicks,Iwish.I

washissizesothat,Icanstealsomeofthem.Now

heissotallweeamess

Ismile.

Zithulele:Youthinktheladieswillgocrazyonce

theyseemeinthese



Me:Aretheynotalready

Zithulele:Itmustbeknown,mymomisagorgeous

womananddadisjustahandsomefreak.Ican't,

okayIhaveagirlfriendandasituationship

Me:Whoisthegirlfriend

Zithulele:Bothofthemare

Welaugh.

Zithulele

MomisthelastpersonIthought,Iwouldbumpinto.

Itsbeensplendidspendingsometimewithher,

Mzwakheisgoingtodiehehasmadeitveryclear.

Hedon'twantusorthefamilyanywherenearmom,



Idon'tknowhowandwhy?Iofferedtotakeher

homearghthatman'splaceonedayisoneday.

Weheadouttomycar,acoldchillpassesbyme.A

mandropshiswallet,mompicksitupandhandsit

tohimwaitaminutehelookslike.

Mom:Ntando!

Hetakesthewalletandentersthemall,momandI

stareateachother.Weleaveeverythingincluding

herbagandchaseafterthatmanwholooks99.9

percentlikemydeceaseduncleNtando.

Mom:Ntando

Hewalksfaster.



Mom:Ntandowait

Wechaseafterhim,inasplitsecondwelosehimin

thecrowd.Momisbreathingheavilyandbeside

herself.

Me:Momcalmdown

Mom:Thatmanhelookedlikehim,he

EvenifIstartlookingwheredoIgo,coulditreally

behimorourmindisplayinggamesonus.

Phindile

AfterZithuleledroppedmeoff,Iwasn'tmyself.The

dooropensandcloses.WasIhallucinating,but

ZithulelewasseeingthesamethingasIdid.Howis

thispossible,thecarhadnobreaks,helostcontrol

andthecartippedover.Werolledandrolleddown,



hewaspronouncedeadonthescene.

Sfiso:Wowallthisformehmmsmellsamazing

Ilookathimthantheemptypots.

Sfiso:ComeonIcomefroma48hourshiftandthis

iswhatIcomebackto

Me:Surprise

Helaughsandperksmylips.

Me:Hey

Sfiso:Youokay,youdon'tlookokay



Me:IthoughtIwasgoingtosurpriseyouwith

dinner

Sfiso:Whenyoushouldberesting

Me:Sittingarounddoingnothingisboring

Heopenstherefrigerator.

Sfiso:Youmarinatedsomemeat

Me:Atleast

Sfiso:Mylovedon'tbestressingyourselfabout,

whatshappeninginthishousefocusongetting

better

Helookssexyinthosescrubs,softskingreatbody.



Sfiso:Youlikewhatyousee

Ilookdownandsmile,hispagerbeeps.

Sfiso:Ijustgotback,Ijustgotbackreally

Me:WellMrNkosidutycalls

Sfiso:IhavedutyhereathomeandIcan'tleaveyou

aloneagain.ItslikeIambeingpunishedforbeing

away,daretellmeyouokayandImustgo.Iwill

finishyou

Ishutmymouthandstartwiththecooking.
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Pearl



Me:Youwentoutagain

Heignoresme.

Me:Ntando

Ntando:OkayIneededsomefreshair

Me:Freshair,youwantfreshairturnontheAC.You

wantfreshairtakeawalkaroundthehouse

Ntando:Iwanttogohome

Me:Wealldobutthesnakehasn'tbeenfound

Ntando:Theysawme



"Whatareyouguyswhisperingabout"

Me:Doyoualsowantsomefreshair

Cynthia:TothinkIalmosthelpedyoutakeoverthe

world

Me:Youdidjustthattheshadowdidn'tanticipate

howstrongPhindilewas

Cynthia:Whenarewegettingoutofhere

Ntando:Yeahyouguysneedamakeover,whatare

youwearing

Thesetwoaregood.Iontheotherhand,thoseboys

don'tlikeme.Sakhilebeingtheonewhohatedme



themost,Phindilemightjustbemyonlyfriend

hopefully.

Zithulele

Thiswasnotsittingwellwithme.Isobadlywantto

askthem,butseeinghowtheyreactwhenwespeak

aboutbabNtando.Wesleptatthemansion,

surprisinglyeveryoneishere.

Dad:Youokay

Zakhele:Zithulele

Me:UhmyeahIamokay

Dad:Youwentoutwithmom



Ilookathim,hehaseyesonusnow.

Zakhele:Youwentoutwithmom

Langa:ZithuleleBhengu

Me:IamlateIhavetogo

Ishallnotmentionthatwesawsomeonewholooks

likeourdeceaseduncle.

Me:HeyKim

Kim:Youhaveameetingintwentyyoushouldbe

receivingthedetailsnow.YessirMrBhenguwillbe

hereanymoment,Isentyousomenotesaswell

bye



Me:AcomplexwowIamgoingtoberich

Istartmycaranddriveout.

Sfiso

Icalledmyfamilytocomeandhelpmeout.Iam

verybusyandIneedeyesonPhindile.Sheistired

todaystillinbed,MusaandMdushouldarriveany

minute.Iherecarspullingup,Igetupandheadout.

Thandazo:Awukwazingishonokulindakancane

sidleukudla(Youcan'tevenwaitforus,alreadyyou

rushingtowork)

Me:Ma

Tsepiso:Wozauthatheiykhwama(Cometakeour



bags)

Icalledmyauntsovertheytookcareofmom,on

herlastdays.Theywillbeabletakecareofmy

woman.

Thandazo:Sitshelekemfanaukuthsifunanila

Phindile:Sfiso

Theysmile.

Me:Ineedyourhelpmyjobiskeepingmevery

busy.

Phindile:Sfiso

Me:Comehoneycomemeetmyfamily,theseare



mymothersauntTsepisoandThandazo.Theywill

betakingcareofyou,ifIamnothere

Phindile:Ohokaysanibonani(greetings)

Musa:Phindile

Mdu:Yewenaiphiimaliyethu(Whereisourmoney)

Shelaughs.

Mdu:She'stheonewiththecancer

Musa:Howdidyoubagher

Mdu:Sheiswayoutofyouleague



Theylaughokaylookslike,Idon'thavetodomuch

theyloveher.

Zithulele

Thedoorvigorouslyopens,Ilookup.

Kim:SirItriedtostopher

Me:HiKimberly

Kim:Itriedstoppingher

Me:DoIhaveanythingImissed

Kim:NoMrchaZithulele

Mpho:MrBhengutoyou



Me:Okay

Igobacktomywork.

Mpho:ExcusemeIamheretoseeyou

Me:DidyouspeaktomyPA

Mpho:I

Me:IfmyPAdidn'tletyouthroughandshedidn'tlet

meknowsomeone'sheretoseemethan,please

getoutandcomebackwithanappointment

Mpho:ZithuleleIamyourgirlfriendIdon'tneed

appointmentstoseeyou



Idon'tknowwhatmistakeImadebeingina

relationshipwiththisone.Herfeistinessiswhat

attractedmetoher.

Me:Kimitsokay.Mphoreally

Mpho:Whatdoyouwantmetodoyoubeen

avoidingme

Iwasdealingwithmomsstuff.

Me:Ihadthingstotakecareofwithmyfather

Mpho:Canwegoouttonightplease

Itakeoffmyglassesandrubmyeyes.Icreatedthis

mess,andIneedtofixit.



Sfiso

Ihateleavingherbehindbutmyfamilyishereand

theygotthis.

Musa:Howdidyoulandyourselfsuchababe

Me:Howdoyouguysknowher,don'ttellmeyou

beeninarelationshipwithher

Mdu:Whatnosheisgorgeousthough,hermanis

theonewhotookourmoneywithherhelp

Me:Youhaven'tleftthatworld

Mdu:Imeandoyouevergetoutofthegameno

Me:Dadwillkillyou



Musa:Nobutseriouslytellushowyougotinvolved

withthatbeast

Me:Don'tbecallingmywomanabeast

Musa:Hersinsfinallycaughtupwithher

Mdu:Musa

Welaugh.

Me:Pleasejustlookafterheranddon'tlether

familyanywherenear,exceptforherkidsherrotten

kids

Ientermyroomandlayonthebed.

Me:Phindile



Phindile:Hey

Me:Whatiswrongnow,younotdyingagain

Phindile:Iamjusttired

Me:Doweneedtogotothehospital

Phindile:IfIgetworsesendinthewholesquad

Me:Don'tgivemethatbull.Ican'tnotworryabout

you,youknowwhatIdon'tthinkIshouldgowe

goingtosleepheretillyoufeelbetter

Itakeoffmyshoesandswitchoffmyphone.
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Mandlenkosi

Sizwe:Aynotyouagain

Iambackattheriver.

Me:Iamnotleavinghereuntilyouexplaintome

whatisgoingon

Sizwe:Whatdoyouwanttoknow

Me:Startfromthebeginning

Sizwe:Okaymanyyearsago

Me:NotthatexplainCynthiaPearlandNtando



Iseriouslyneedtounderstandwhydoesdadblame

momfortheirdeaths.

Sizwe:Pearlwaspossessedsheneededorthe

shadowneededyourfathertobeabletolive

throughhim

Me:Why

Sizwe:Withthepowerofthesnakehecouldhave

destroyedhumankind

Me:Howwouldithavegottenit

Sizwe:Akereyourfatheristheleopardwithbothof

thosepowers



Me:Itwouldhaveautomaticallyknowgogo's

secrets

Sizwe:Exactlynopowerisstrongerthanthat,that's

whyyourfatherhadtotaketheleopardandyour

motherthesnake

Me:OkayCynthia

Sizwe:Cynthiawasitsgateway,itwouldhave

taughtherwhatsheneedstodoforittobeableto

enteryourfathersbody

Me:Thejoiningofsouls

Sizwe:Obviouslyshewouldhavediedanditwould

havebeenpearlandyourfather.Thatdidn't

happened,yourmotherofferedherasecond

chance



Me:Shewasgoingtodieanyways

Sizwe:Yesbecauseshehadsoldhersoultothe

devil

Me:Ayay

Sizwe:Shewasnevertoreturnbacktoherlife,if

shestillwantedtobealive.Pearlshewasalso

meanttobepunished,yourmotheragainpleaded

forher

Me:Sowhydotheywanttocomebackwhycan't

theyjuststayhere

Sizwe:Theriverisasacredplaceitdoesn'twant

them.Yestheymayhavebeensaved,buttheyonce

plottedagainstyourmother.Theynotworthyof



theirforgiveness

Me:WhataboutbabNtandodidmomkillhim

Sizwe:Areyouthatdumbreally,whataregood

looksforifyoucan'tuseyourbrain

Iwakeupscreaming"naked"

Dad:Areyouhavingawetdreamson

Iclearmythroat.HowdoIapproachhimifevery

timewespeakaboutthis,heloseshismarbles.

Me:Maybeitsbeenawhilesincemycockwas

immersedintightdeeppleasure

Heshakeshishead.Iamsorrydadbutmymother



isnotdying,westillneedher.Istillneedherinmy

life,Iamabouttobeafather.

Sfiso

Ienterthehousemadexhausted,Igrabaglassand

pourmyselfwhiskey.Iendedupgoingtothe

hospital,afterensuringPhindilewasokay.She

comesbeforeanythingandIamhappyshegot

somerest.Iwonderwhereiseveryonethehouseis

veryquiet.

Voice:Youknowdrinkingain'tneverbeenasolution

Shetakesmyglassaway.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere



Zenze:IaminthecountryandIcametoseemy

kids

Me:Whatareyoudoinginmyhouse

Zenze:Thisusedtobeourhome

Me:Exactlyusedtobe,thehousethatIbuiltwith

mymoney

Zenze:Sfiso

Me:MrNkositoyounowgetthef***outofmy

house

Mybrother'senterthekitchen.

Musa:Whoyoushoutingatnow



Zenze:Iwillleave

Me:Yeahandstayoutofmyhouse

Mdu:Heycalmdown

Me:Shemakesmewanttoripherheartout

Whatthehellismyexwifedoinghere,everytimeI

getawoman.Shepopsuplikeanannoyingpimple,

sheisheretostirsometroubleandIain'thaving

that.

Me:WhereisPhindile

Mdu:Ilovehowyourfacelightsupwhenyoutalk

abouther



Musa:Thandazotookherout

Me:OhmyGodsheisgoingtogivemybaby

alcohol

Welaugh,Ipulloutmyphoneandcallher.

Phindile:Ndlangamandla

NowhowdoIshoutaftershehaspraisedmelike

this.

Me:Ukahlelaphoakukhookudingayolapho(You

okaydoyouneedanything)

Phindile:Iamokayyourauntshereyeyi,theygave

menochancetobreath



Me:Theydon'tbiteexceptforThandazo,butshout

ifyouneedanything

Phindile:Ileftfoodforyoueatupandrest

Me:Okayhoneybye

Phindile:Bye

Musa:Dadwillbesohappy

IamhappywhatmorecouldIaskfor.

Zithulele

Everyonewasveryhappyabouttheprojectthatwe

abouttostart.



Me:Ithinkthat'saboutitNdiswayouneedtoget

rollingwiththebudgetisMandlenkosisane,canwe

trusthimonthis

Mandlenkosi:Ialwaysdonemyjob

Me:Butyouslacking

Mandlenkosi:OkayZithulele

Zakhele:Okayletsnotfight,keepthisenergyatthe

officenothereathome.Okayweneedadesign,the

clientsbriefwasblowmeaway

Me:OkayBhengu'sblowmeaway

Sli:Onecan'tevenhaveapeacefultimeinherown



house

Dad:Slindileleavemychildrenalone

Sli:Thesearenotchildren

Dad:Enoughokayenoughifyouhaveaproblem

withthembeinghere,thereisthedoor

Me:Andthisisnotyourhouselady,everythingyou

seebelongstomymother

Dad:Ngekengikhuzelamasengizokhuzanawe

futh(Iwon'tscoldherthatscoldyouaswell)

Sheisnothingbutdadsbabymama,Igrabmy

thingsandleave.



Zakhele:Zithuleledon'tgo

Me:F****you

Theyannoyingme.

Sfiso

IwasunabletorestnotbeingabletoreachPhindile

andthatexshowingup,didn'tsitwellwithme.I

hearchatteroutsideandthedooropens,shecloses

andlocksthedoor.

Me:Somebodyhadagoodtime

Phindile:Youdon'tknowthehalfofit.That

Thandazoisawildcard,aunttsepisoandIcouldn't

keepupwithher



Me:Evenwecan'tkeepupwithher

Phindile:Whoarethey

Me:Theydadsyoungersisters,theyhaveassumed

themotherrolesinceourmotherpassed.Ihope

youdon'thaveaproblem

Phindile:Ohnowearegoingtohavethetimeofour

lives

Me:Don'toverdoitnow

Phindile:Ithink,Ineedtolaydownthatwasafun

day

Me:Iamgladyouenjoyedyourself



Shekissesme.

Zithulele

Idon'tlikepeoplewhoruinmyday.Icametothe

officeandburiedmyselfinalotofworkIcan'tnot

standthatwoman,inthechoicesofwomandad

hashad.Sheistheworstofthemall.Iwishmom

wasaround,shewouldhaveknockedherout.I

thinksomyphoneringssomewhere,Iamtoobusy

tolookforit.

Me:YesKim

Kim:Yourgirlfriendisheretoseeyou

Me:Letherin

Kim:Yessir



IsighcanIgetabreakplease.Thedooropens.

Me:Haveaseatmpho

Mpho:IamsorryIdidn'tknowyouwerebusy

Me:WhatcanIdoforyou

Mpho:Icametocheckonyou

Sheabouttoannoymealso.
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Sfiso

Idon'tusuallycarryanythingwhenIgotoworkor

eatanything,butwithPhindilearound.Shemakes



sureIamfedandfull,Iwasjustabouttoheadout

whenthedooropensandcloses.

Zenze:Don'tgobutIthinkthereisaghostinthe

house

NowIknowshedidnotjustcallmywomanaghost.

Me:Whatareyoudoinginmyroomandhowdid

yougetinsidemyhouse

Zenze:DidyounothearwhatIjustsaid

Thehandleturns.

"Sfisowhyisthisdoorlocked"

Iunlockthedoor,shegetsinZenzescream.



Zenze:ThereitisSfisofire

Shestartsspeakingintongues,Phindilelaughs.

Phindile:"Sekuntambamaseliyakushona,naka

mathunziasemadewonangena"(Itsevening,and

thesunisabouttoset.Theshadowsarelongnow,

comein

Wowmyjawdrops.

Me:Wowwhatabeautifulvoice

Phindile:Thankyouwhatshappeninghere

Me:MakaPenelopepleaseleavenow,Zenzephuma

bo



Zenze:Okaypheladon'tshout

Me:Youcansing

Phindile:Oneofmyhiddentalents

Ihavetoexplaintohernowaboutthiscrazy

situation,whyissheevenhere.

Mandlenkosi

Thisisweighingheavyonme,butIhavetodoit.

Thewholefamilywasalsopresent.

Me:Dad

Dad:Yesmyboy



Me:Didyoueverinyourlifesomehowmaybemade

somebodywalknaked,tryingtomaybeteachthem

alesson

Helooksatme.

Dad:Why

Me:Doyouperhaps,didheperhaps,couldhe

perhapsberesponsibleforthedeathofbabNtando

Dad:Mandlenkosi

Me:Dad

Dad:Pleasejustletthisgookay,Idon'twantyouor

anyoneelsetogethurt



Me:Youalreadyhurtingusdadyourhatetowards

momisitfoundedorissomethingmakingyouhate

mom

Dad:Iwon'tcontrolwhatyouguyschoosetodo

withyourmother,ifyouguysfeellikeyouwantto

havearelationshipwithherthangoahead.Butas

farasIamconcernedsheisdeadtome

Me:Dad

Dad:Mandlenkosi

Hebangsthetable.

Sfiso

Me:Sheismyexwife,thatishereverytimeIfind



somebodyshepopsup

Phindile:IamnotsomeoneIamyourwoman

Me:SoIhavekidswithherhowevertheynotmine

biologically

Phindile:Doyouknowwhothefatheris

Me:NoIreallylovedthatwoman,butshecouldn't

keepherlegsclosedandtogivemechildrenthat

arenotmine

Phindile:Howdoyouknowtheynotyours

Me:Ihavealowspermcount

Phindile:Oh



Me:ItsnotthatIcan'thavebabies,butittakes

longerformetomakeababy.Soshewentahead

andsleptwithwhomeverthatisandgavemethose

children.Iwouldn'ttradethemfortheworld,Ilove

themwithallmyheartbutIamjustnottheirfather

Phindile:Ohwowthat'shectic

Me:Tellmeaboutit

Phindile:OhwellIhavesevenkidstwosetoftwins

twoboysandonegirl.Ididn'tgettoraisethem,

theirfatherhatesme,Idon'tknowwhatfor.Ican't

getoutofmymarriage,Idon'tevenknowwhereto

begin.Ijustwanttobehappyandenjoylife,Ispent

alotofitpleasingotherpeopleandmakingsure

theyokayenoughnow

ThissoundslikeadeeppastIwon'tpressureherto



openup,butifhappinessiswhatshewants

happinessiswhatshewillget.

Zithulele

CouldMandlenkosihaveseenbabNtandoaswell,

heentersmyofficemaybeheistheoneIneedto

talkto.

Mandlenkosi:WhatcanIdoforyou

Me:MomandItheotherdaysawbabNtandoorwe

thinkwesawhim.Itwashimbutreallynothim

Mandlenkosi:Heisaliveanddadisblamingmom

forhisdeath.Hehasevidencetobackhis

statementbutthatevidencewasfabricatedand

madetobelieveitwasmom.ZithuleleIthinkall

truthsshouldcomeoutnow



Me:Ismomanddadbacktogether

Mandlenkosi:No

Me:Thankeepyourmouthclosed

Wearelikethisbecausedadbrokeupwithmom,

yesourliveswereatriskbuthewassupposedto

staywithmom.Weasthekidsdecideditsbestto

notlikethemboth,momisverymuchawareofthat

andsheisgoingalong.Therewasnothingmom

didn'tdoforthisfamilyandtheystilldidn'ttreather

good,sowhyshouldwe.Iunderstandweherkids

butshedeservestobeputonapedestal,sheisand

willalwaysbeourqueen.

Mzwakhe

WhyisMandlenkosiaskingmeaboutNtando.



Sakhile:MzwakhewhywasMandlenkosiasking

thosequestions

Me:Idon'tknow

Sakhile:Noyoudoknow

Ilookatthem.

Me:PhindileistheoneresponsibleforNtando's

death

Linda:Mzwakhecomeon

Me:Whydidyouaskmethanifyounotgoingto

believeme,checkonyourdrawers

Thistabledrawersallaround.



Me:IamnotproudofthethingsIdid,itcausedalot

ofpainwithinthefamilyanddividedusapart.Iam

verysorryforthepainIhavecaused,nowshesent

mykidsawaywhenIdidn'tevenwanttointhefirst

place.Sherobbedmethechanceofbeingafather

andIwon'tforgiveherforthat.Iamstilldealing

withthatpain,IlovedPhindileverymuchandlord

knowsIstilldo.ButbecauseofthisIcan'tmoveon

shekilledourbrother,shekilledourNtando

IlookdownthisisthefirsttimeIambreaking.

Me:If****upyesIwillgetNonhleandAyandaout.I

hopeeveryonecanforgiveme,Ihopeyouguyscan

finditinyourheartstoforgiveme.BecauseImiss

youguysandIamtrulysorryeverythingthatIhave

doneandIloveyou

Ilookatthemandletmytearsflow.Imessedup,I



know.Ijusthopetheycanforgivemeandwecan

moveon.
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Phindile

Iknewtheyneverlikedme,Ijustdidn'tknowitwas

thisbad.Theygotmetieduptoachair,theirnext

moveistopourwaterandiceonme.Questionis

whyamItiedtoachair,Mzwakhewasstandingina

cornerwithhisarmscrossed.Thisisanewlowfor

allofthem,butIamnotthatworried.Iftheykillme

theywouldbedoingmeahugefavorwhichwill

leadintothemsufferingforeternity.

Sakhile:Ungayibukakabilentosifunaiqiniso

kuphela(Don'ttakethisthewrongway,wejust

wantthetruth)

Theyturnmearound.Multiplepicturesofme

appearonthescreen,theyshowingmeconspiring



orratherplottingNtando'smurder.Holdonwhatis

goingonhere.

Linda:Sitshelemommykwenzakalanla.

Ungabanakilabanye,umfethumommyyinilengaka

ayenzilekuwenausungazeumbulale(Telluswhat

hellisgoingonhere,ignorethesetwoourbrother.

Whatisitthathedidthatgaveyoutherighttokill

him)

WhatishetalkingaboutIwishIcanlaugh,butI

don'thavetheenergyorthestrengthtotalk.Thisis

whatMzwakhehatesmefor,IneverkilledNtando.

Theydidn'tgooutandlookforthekiller.

Mzwakhe:Whybotherwithherwhenwecanjust

endthisrightnow

Theypullouttheirguns,hestandsbeforemeand

pullsthetrigger.....Iwakeupgasping.



Sfiso:IamsorrydidIdisturbyou

Isighandcovermyface.Hepullsdownthecover

andkissme.

Me:Hey

Sfiso:YouokayIdidn'tmeantowakeyou

Me:Whendidyouarrive

Sfiso:ThismorningIbroughtyouthese

Heboughtmeflowers.

Me:Theybeautiful



Sfiso:Justlikeyou

Hekissesmeagain.

Sfiso:Okaylookslikeyoustillsleepy

Iamnotsleepytheancestorsarecallingme.Igave

ituphowamIstillputinthesesituations,this

meansmylifeisindanger.

Thabiso

Idon'twanttobelievethisandIwon'tforallIknow

thiscouldbefabricated.HecanbelieveitIdon't

careitshisbusiness.

Me:Lindaniputthatgunaway



Linda:But

Me:Lindani

Linda:Okay

Helaughs.

Thobani:Thabisoifthisistruethanwehavetosort

itout

Me:IfyallwanttoattackPhindilebemyguest

Mzwakhe:ShekilledourbrotherThabiso

Me:Thesepicturesdon'tmeananythinghowsure

areyouthattheynotfake



Mzwakhe:Itshereforeveryonetoseelookatthis,

lookatthis

Me:Don'tcauseproblemsforuswiththeancestors.

MzwakheIamwarningallofyoutouchPhindile.I

swear

HissoncomesdownthisboyisMzwakhethrough

andthrough.

Sakhile:Zithulele

Zithulele:Baba

Sakhile:Ubabwakholauthiumawakhoubulale

ubhutiwethu,uthiniwenangalokho



Zithulele:Ifyallboredgobeboredsomewhere

Mzwakhe:Zithulele

Zithulele:Ahahwenayoudon'tgettoZithuleleme,

anyofyouthinkabouttouchingmymother.Iswear

yougoingtoseeanothersideofusthatwon'texcite

you

Linda:Yewena

Sakhile:Skhulu

Linda:Eyngizoyishayalentwanale(Iwillgetthis

boyoneday)

Hiskidsdon'tevenrespecthimandheexpectsus

totakeoutourqueen,nobuddyitdoesn'tworkthat



wayanymore.

Linda:Wellmaybeifyouhadn'tf****up

Me:Wewouldbecrossingtheline

Mzwakhe:Veleyalldidn'thavemybackfromthe

beginningitscool

Heheadsupstairs,hecanforgetit.

Phindile

Ifinallyhavethestrengthtowakeup.Iturnaround

andmetwithSfisolayingonthebed,scrolling

throughhisphone.Heswitchesitoffandturns

aroundtolookatme,Ihaveafewthingstosortout

than.Iamfullygivingthisrelationshiptheattention

itdeserves.



Me:Ihaveafewthingstosortouttoday

Sfiso:Why

Me:Theyblockingmefrommovingforward

Sfiso:Yourhusband

Me:Thatwouldtakeforevertogetitfixed

Itwillalldependonhowmuchhelovesme.

Me:Uhm

Theknockonthedoorinterruptsme.



"Sfisowhyisitlockedhere"

Okaythiswomanisstartingtobecomeanuisance.

"Whatareyoudoinghere"

"IamcheckingonSfiso,Sfiso"

"Eystopbangingthedoorlikeyouraretarded

person,leavemybrotheralone.Sfisodadishere.

Iwillusethismomenttosortoutafewthings.

Zithulele

Iarriveatworknothingbetterpissmeoff.Imust

headbacktothepenthouse,thosedadssomething

wrongwiththemIswear.



Kim:MrBhengu

Isigh.WhathaveIdonenow,itsokayIwillfixit.

Me:WhatareyoudoingthisFriday,nocanyou

clearbothourschedulesforFriday.Iwanttotake

yousomewhere

Kim:Idon'tthinkso

Me:Kimberlyplease

Kim:Yourmessagesandfood,callifyouneed

anythingelse

Shewalksout.

Zakhele:Twiny



Me:Iamtryingyouknow,wedon'tknowwhatitis

likelovingsomeone

Zakhele:Dotheyknow

Me:KimknowsandIcantellsheisfedupnow

Hechuckles.

Me:Mandlenkosiwantsustotellthetruth

Zakhele:Momanddadarebacktogether

Me:No

Zakhele:Whatisthepointthanletthemsquirm.



Momclearlydoesn'tcareseeingas,sheisgoing

alongwithit

Me:IwantherinmylifeinfactIneedher

Zakhele:Youthinktellinghimwillmakeadifference

Me:Notsayinganythingiscausinganevenbigger

wedge.Wedon'twanttopushhim

Idon'tknowhowmuchdadlovesmombutifthings

continuelikethis,thatlovecanpossiblyseeus

havingadeathortwo.

Zakhele:Youdecideonwhatweshoulddo

Me:Mehaibo



Zakhele:Itsallsystemsgo,buildingshouldina

week'stime.WeneedMandlenkosionhisAgame

here

Mandlenkosiappearstobelostinlifeonemoment

heisokay,thenexthewantstoskinusalive.He

scaresme,Ihopehewakesupandsmellsthe

coffee.Wemustbeabletodeliverauthentic

materialandfinishbuildingontime.

Phindile

IneverthoughtIwouldseemyselfbackatthis

place.Ihavegoodandbadmemorieswiththis

house,notmuchhasbeendonestillthebigold

mansion.

Isigh.

WhatamIdoinghereclearlythisisamistake,my

phonerings.Ilookatit,Ileftwithoutsaying



goodbye.Iswitchitoffandputitbackonmy

pocket.

OkayMzwakheLetsdance.
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Mzwakhe

Securitylet'smeknowawomanknockedofthe

wholegate.Iputonmysweatsandheadout,Iam

metbyastinginghotslap.Ipushherandsherolls

downthestairs.Shewantstofightme,let'sgo.I

reachdownandgrabherhair,itcomesout.Ipull

herbyhercollar.

Phindile:Youhurtingme

Me:Youwantedtoacttoughright,youforgetwho

thef****Iam



Wereachoutside,Itosshertotheground.She

doesn'tsayanything,shegetsupandwegetintoa

fight.Shehitsmewithanuppercut,Iputherina

headlockposition.Sheuseheralbowand

repeatedlypunchthef****outofme.Iletgoofher

whenithurts.Shehitsmeonmyback.

Phindile:Getupandfightme,allthiswhile.Iwasa

fooltonotseeitbutnowitallmakessense

Ipullherleg,shehitsthegroundhard.Igetontop

ofherthanpunchher,Ifeelmyselfbeingpulled

back.

Me:Letgoofmeletmebeatthisb*****ass

Thabiso:Whatareyoudoing

Phindile:Youhitlikeab****



Me:Saystheblackeyeonyourface

Phindile:Thisisnothingcomparedtothesick

bastardthatyouare

Thabiso:Phindilewhatareyoudoing,whatareyou

guysdoing,Mzwakhestopit

Phindile:Allofyoucangotohell

Me:Leadthewayb****

Thabiso

IfIdidn'tarrivewhenIdidMzwakhewouldhave

killedPhindile.Mzwakhe'shandsarelethal,his

smacksleavesyoudisoriented.Hispunches

instantlyknocksyouout.



Me:Theywereinmortalcombatfightingpunchfor

punch

Linda:Itlookedlikeshegaveyouagoodbeatdown

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Whywouldyoufightadyingwoman

Mzwakhe:ShestarteditandIfinishedit

Sakhile:She'syourwife

Helooksaway.

Sakhile:Sowhathappenednext



Mzwakhe:Ipunchedher

Me:Hewasferocious

SomethingisclearlywrongwithMzwakheain'tno

way,hecanturnonPhindilelikethis.

Me:You,wemusttakeyoutoahealer

Clearyhehaslosthismind.

Sfiso

Shehasbeengoneforthewholeday.Shehasn't

calledorsaidanything,Iamstartingtopanicwhat

ifsomethingbadhappenedtoher.

Mdu:Sfisoehlisaumoya



Me:YoutellmetocalmdownonemoretimeIam

goingtodosomethingverybadtoyou

Thedooropensandshuts,sheemergesinthe

diningroomandwalkpassusholdingherhead.I

getupandfollowher,sheopensthefreezerand

takesoutapacketoffrozenvegetables.

Phindile:Mmmm

Me:UphumaphiPhindile(Whereyoucomingfrom)

Phindile:Notnowplease

Sheistryingmerightnow.

Me:Wherethef****haveyoubeenwoman.You



don'tcallyoudonetext

Sheremovesthepackandherwholelefteyeis

swollen.Abustedlipandtornclothesnowthat,I

reallypayattentiontoher.

Mdu:Takeustothepersonwhodidthistoyouright

now

Tsepiso:Okayasehliseniumoya(Let'scalmdown)

Mhlengi:Awumekancanetsepiso

Phindile:Mzwakhedidit

Me:What

Phindile:Iactuallywenttheretoaskhimwhatis



goingon,butthanitturnedintoabigfight,hectic

fight.Wefought,Ididn'tseehim.Hedraggedmy

legandgavemethis

Iamtryingtocalmdown,Iamtryingtokeepitcute

butIamgettingannoyedandinanysecond.Iam

goingtoexplode.

Me:Phindilewhywouldyouputyourselfinthat

position

Phindile:IfinallyknowwhytheyhatemeandIcan

dieinpeace,knowingIhavepeoplewhocareforme

likeyou

Inodtomyfamilyandtakeherhand.This

Mzwakheistrouble.

Zithulele



Zakhele:Youokay

Me:Idon'tevenwanttostartthinkingaboutit

Zakhele:Theysaidsheprettymuchgavehima

hiding

Me:Heneedsallthehidinghecanget

Zakhele:Doyouwantustogocheckher

Me:Iamnotready,IkindofwantedKimtomeether.

Sheblewmeoff

Zakhele:Phelagirlfriendsmeettheparents

Me:Soitisfine



Thetelephonerings.

Me:Bhengucooperatedgoodday

Caller:Itsme

Me:Mandlenkosiwhereareyou

Mandlenkosi:Aroundlistenyoushouldbereceiving

anemailrightnow.Iwanttoknowifthatiscorrect.

Mike

Iopentheemail.

Me:Yesthat'sthecorrectbatch



Hehungsup.

Me:Thisboy

Zakhele:Everythingokay

Me:Mmmheissendingthematerial,wehavetobe

thereandmeetwithWalterandhisteam.

Zakhele:Tellhimtobringextrapairsofppe

Me:Wherewhenhetoldmeheisaround

Welaugh.

Pearl

PhindilemustreallynotlikeMzwakhe,forittoget



toapointofthembeingphysicalwitheachother.

Somethingiswrongandwedon'tknowaboutit.I

feelbadforhiminthisinstance.Ntandoputsonhis

shoes.

Cynthia:Whereyougoingtostay

Ntando:Iwillprobablycheckinahotelbutthe

ancestorsmayhaveadifferentidea

Me:Putinagoodwordforus

Reasonwhywecouldn'treturnbackhome,is

becauseofthesnakenooneknowswhereitis.It

hasn'tbeentraineditsfoodisahuman,ifweshow

upwegoodasdead.

Ntando:Somethingtellsmeshedidthisbecause

sheisawarethatIamalive.



Me:Phindilehadawayofdoingthings

Cynthia:EvenifIdon'treturn,Iamfine

Me:Shutup

Shelaughs.

Ntando:OkayIamleavingseeyouguyslater

"Mom"

Igasp.

Me:Whyyoushoutinglikethat



Hesmiles.

Phindile

ItoldSfisoeverything,wellalmosteverything.It

wasalottotakeinandalottoprocess,butheis

happyIopeneduptohim.Ihearddownstairsand

pourmyselfaglassofwater,suddenlyIfeela

heavypresence.Iturnaroundandseethebiggest

shockofmylife,Iletgooftheglass.Itcan'tbe,I

closemyeyesandopenthemagainheisstillhere.

Ntando:Hi

Me:Noyou

Istarthyperventilating.

Me:HowNtandodon'tdothistome



Hestepscloser.

Me:Nostaywhereyouaredon'tcomeanycloser

Sfiso:"Phindile"andthanwhoareyou

Me:Youcanseehim

Ntando:I

Me:NoNtandothecarhadnobrakesweswerved

offtheroadandrolldownthehill,youwere

pronounceddeadonsight

Ntando:Yesthathappenedbut



Ileanontheisland,mybodyheatsup.

Me:UyaphilaNtandoyenkosi

Hesmilesandhisleftsidedimpleshows.

Sfiso

Okaysothisisthenotsodeadbrother,sheslaps

him.

Phindile:Mykidshateme,thatmanthinksIam

responsibleforyourdeath.Yourwifeinsultedme,I

havebeenhumiliated,Ihavebeencallednames.

WhyNtandowhy

Sheslapshimagain,howstrongisthisgirl.She

grabswhateverinfrontofherandthrowsitathim.



Phindile:WhyNtandowhy

Ntando:Phindilestop

Phindile:Letgoofme

Shepuncheshim.Shewalksawaythancomes

backrunningwithabeltandwhiphisass.

Phindile:Isufferedforpeoplewhoarealive

Ntando:Phindile

Heusesmeasashield.

Ntando:Phindilepleasecalmdownandletme

explain



Phindile:Explainwhatthatyouguysusedmeand

threwmeoutliketrash,explainwhat

Me:Haibo

Phindile:Idon'twanttotalktoyou

Shescoffsandwalksaway.

Me:Letgoofme

Ntando:Yeah

Me:Letmeshowyoutotheguesthouse

Ntando:Atleastshewon'tkillme



Isigh.
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Aweeklater

Phindile

IfinallyhaveaoneononewithNtando,afterIhad

avoidedhimallweek.Hehasbeenstayinginthe

guesthouseoutside,Ibarelysawhim.Mylefteye

stillhurts,IgotthisstupidblackeyeandIdidn't

wanttohideit.NaturallyIbruiseeasilymyskinis

veryfragile,butwiththecancerit'sevenworse.

Ntando:Mybodyhadalreadyleftandwasinthe

river.Idon'tknowwhattheancestorsdid,butit

wasn'tmytimetoleave.Thebabyhadtodie

Ilookathim.



Ntando:OkayIshouldn'thaveputitlikethat,that

soulhadtoleaveandkeepmealive

Me:Soyousurvivedthecaraccident

Ntando:Yes

Me:Wherewereyouallthistime

Ntando:Beenlivinginahouseprovidedbythe

ancestorswithPearlandCynthia

Isigh.

Ntando:Icouldn'tcomebackbecauseIwas

blockednobodyknowswherethesnakeis



Me:LetsgoIamtiredofyourfamily,Iwanttorest

nowtellthosetwotomeetusatthemansion.Sfiso

Sfiso:Yesmylove

Me:Iamgoingout,Iwillbebackmaybelaterinthe

dayorso

Sfiso:GoingwherewhatamIsupposedtodothe

wholewithoutyou

Me:Youcanhaveaboysdayin

Hehugsmeandsobs.

Sfiso:Idon'twantyoutogo

Me:Ndlangamandla



Sfiso:NookayIwillseeyoulater,youletanything

happentoher.Youwillhavemetodealwith

Weleave.

Mzwakhe

Itbroughtjoytomyhearthavingthefamilyaround.

AftermyfightwithPhindile,Iregrettedthewhole

thing.Ishouldn'thavedonethat,butwhatsdoneis

done.Mychildrenontheotherhand,Zithulele

leaderofthepack.Ifhedoesn'ttalktometheyalso

don'ttalktome.Ihavebeenapologizingandheis

nothearingit.

Sakhile:Zithulele

Zithulele:Weenangokeezongibhorafuth



Linda:Givemetwosecondswithhiminthe

bathroomtobeatthes***outofhim

Welaugh.

Me:Leavemykidsalone

Zithulele:Iamgoingtoworkwanttotakeme,Idon't

feellikedriving

Me:Ifthat'swhatyouwant

Mandlenkosi:Wait

Zithulele:Ihavetogotowork

Mandlenkosi:Justwaityouwillgotoyourstupid

work



Linda:YoayMzwakhethesemonstersofyoursay

shame

Heheadsout.MymooddropswhenIseeher,she

broughtherboyfriendaround.Dobothofthemhave

adeathwish,theystandbeforeus.

Phindile:IhopethisisthelasttimeIevergettosee

youguys.Youhavebrokenmetothecore,Ihaveno

energytodealwithyoupeopleanymore.The

outcomeoftoday,Ihopeitclearsanydoubtyou

hadaboutme.

Sheturnsaroundandslowlyremovesthehoodyof

thisman'shead.

Istopbreathingforamoment.



Thabiso:Ntando

Ntando:Sanibonani

Phindile:ThisisthemanIkilled.Andiswahereis

yourhusband,theoneIkilledright.YouknowifI

knewthisiswhatyouguyshatedmefor.Iwould

havelongtoldyouwhathappened,whyyou

standingheretalktothem

Me:Isthisajoke

Phindile:LikeIhavetimetobefoolingwithyou

Me:Isawyourbodyatthemortuary,youcameto

meandtoldmeshekilledyou

Phindile:Youafamilyofsnakes,probablyoneof



themshape-shiftedintohimwhileherecoveredin

theriver.Iwaspregnant,Iprobablywasmeantto

dieinthataccidentbecause,Ididn'thaveaseatbelt

on

Ntando:Iamnotdeadandshedidn'tkillme

Thisdoesn'tmakeanysenseeverythingthismanis,

isNtando.

Ntando:Youwereafooltobelievethat,Iwould

haveledyoutothepersonwhocausedtheaccident

ifIwasactuallydead

Me:She'sasnakeyouprobablypissedherof

Ntando:TherewasnothingmorePhindileloved

thanherfamily,whatreasonwouldshehavetokill

me



Phindileheadstothedoorandsheopensit.My

bodyheatsup,Mandlenkosistandsup.

Whatarewewithoutalittlebitofdrama.Allthese

yearswethoughtourbrotherwasdead,allthese

yearsIwasmadetobelievePhindilekilledhim.All

theseyearsIwastedmytimeandenergyinto

hatingherfornoreason,thesethreehavesome

explainingtodo.

Phindile

Beingheremademybodycringed,Iwantedtoleave

immediatelybutIgotafewthingstofix.

Me:MzwakheIdidnotkillNtando,thepersonyou

madewalknakedistheonewhotamperedwiththe

carbrakes.Thatverysamemaniscrazyinthehead

because,hemessedwiththewrongone.Ididn'tkill

CynthiainfactIsavedyoufromhershesoldher



soultothedevil,theminutesheallowedPearlto

enterherbody.Shedidn'tbelievemewhenItoldher

whetherIdefeatPearlornotsheisgoingtodie.She

hadtolearnthehardway

Iexhale.

Me:Iamdonewiththisfamily,Mandlenkosiwozala

Hestandsinfrontofme,Irunmyhanddownhis

face.Hegoesonhiskneesandsmiles.

Me:Iamnottakingyouback,Iwillteachyouhowto

livethroughhim

Mandlenkosi:Ma

Me:IfIhavetodie,letmedieinpeace.Iwillaccept



thepunishment.Allofyouarewellandhealthy,

yourfatherlovesyouguysverymuchandhewill

alwaysalwayslookafteryou

Mandlenkosi:Idon'twanttobeasnake

Me:Youdoyoujustdon'tknowityet,theonlything

youhavetodoisnotlistentothevoicesinyour

head.YoucancomestaywithmeandIwillmake

livingwithitbearable

Hecries.

Mandlenkosi:Nande

Me:Yourfatherwillteachheritsgoodyouguysare

awareofthisotherwise.Youwouldhaveeaten

people,myjourneyendshereintheendallIwanted

waseveryonetoliveahappyandpeacefullife



Ifeellightheaded.IapproachMzwakhe'sson,Pearl

helpsmewithhim.Wemakehimkneel,

Mandlenkosibringsasmallbasininfrontofhim.

Hevomitsthicknastyballs

Me:YouaBhenguchildandanyonewhomesswith

you,messwithus

Hismotherstartsfanningherself.

Me:IthoughtImadethiscleartoyou,butyou

chosenottolistentomeandnowIwillshowyou.I

amnottobemessedwith

Astrongforcesendshertoherknees,hermouth

opens.Thesnakegetsreadytoenterhermouth.

Me:SlindileIwarnedyounottouseanydarkmagic,



theseboysareheavilyprotectedbytheancestors

Shegagsandgags,tearsstreamingdownherface.

Wewatchasthesnakegoesdeepintohermouth.

Me:Youenjoynow,Ntandopleasetakemehome

Mzwakhe

Shockedisanunderstatementwemustbeinsome

kindofdream.SlindileIamgoingtodealwithher

later,hereisthesituationathandthesenotdead

people.

Andiswa:Wait

Heturnsaroundandputshishandsinhispockets.

Sakhile:OhmyGod



Itreallyishim,Andiswafindsthestrengthtowalk

uptohim.

Me:Phindile,pleasestay

Itslikeahugeburdengotliftedoffmyshoulders,I

feeldifferent.

Zithulele

DidMrsBhengujustshoveasnakedownLwazi's

mother'sthroat.Mandlenkosiisthesnake,Nande

theleopardnowonderhehadthisdeepscary

coldnessabouthim.HeisMamba.Momanddad

hadabriefconversation,tensionshavecalmdown.

Wefarfrombeingahappyfamily,alotofdamage

hasbeendone.Butthisisagoodstart,Idon'tknow

ifweshouldtalktodadorwewaituntilhimand



momareinagoodspace.Idecidedtogotowork

fromhome,itwastoogoodnottoleave.

Zakhele:Shouldwetellhim

Me:No

Zakhele:Okayhereisthismonth'sdraft

Me:Breakeven

Zakhele:Moneymchanamoney

Myphonerings.

Me:Hello



Kim:Whereyouat

Me:Iamworkingfromhome

Kim:Heisworkingfromhomeokayhaveagood

day

Mphowhatisshedoingthere.GoodthingIam

workingfromhome,shewillprobablyheadtothe

penthouseandIamnotthere.Ihavemymotherto

thank.
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Phindile

Iamfreenopethoseidiotswilldotheirbesttoget

meback.IshouldjustfocusontheNkosi'sthey

havebeennothingbutblissandhappinessinmy

life.



Me:Naliitiyebaba(Here'ssometea)

Helooksatmethanthecupandhesitantlytakesit.

MrNkosi:UngangiqhathinoSfisomaseezala

ezongithethisa(Don'tgetmeintroublewithSfiso

andthanheshoutsatme)

Hetakesasipandsmiles.

Me:Don'tworryIgotyou

Iwhisper.

MrNkosi:Ngiyabongamakoti(Thankyou)

Zenze:Excuseme



Shepushesmeasideandtakesoutpansfromthe

cabinet.DoessheknowwhoIam,Sfisocomesin

thekitchen.Ilookathimhesighs.

Sfiso:Sawubonababa(Goodmorningdad)

MrNkosi:Ndodana(Son)

Thandazo:Ngilambengiyafa(Iamsohungry)

Sfiso:WeZenzewenzanekhishinilami(Whatare

youdoinginmykitchen)

Zenze:Iammakingbreakfastformyfamily,which

someoneobviouslyforgottomake.Whatareyou

saying



Aunttsepisostartssettingupthetable.Aunt

Thandazolaysoutthecasseroledishesonthe

island.

Thandazo:Awudliyini(Younoteating)

Me:Ngisaxakweilentoeyenzekela(Iamstill

confusedaboutwhatisgoingonhere)

IdishoutforSfiso,hetakeshisplateshovinga

sausageinhismouth.

Sfiso:Nexttimeyouthinkaboutdoingstuffinmy

house,askfirstbeforeyoumakeafooloutof

yourself.Cleanyours****up

Hewalksaway.



Thandazo:Sibongeukuthukhona(Howwonderful

ofyoutobehere)

Shewhispers,Ichuckle.

Thabiso

Iammortified,gobsmackedmybrotherisalive.The

tallhandsomechocolateskinNtandoasseenby

mywifeisalive,Idon'tknowwhethertolaugh,cry,

jumpforjoy,beangry.Screamatthetopofmy

lungs.

Linda:AybantubakwaBhenguninezimanga(you

guysareshocking)

Ntando:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat

Me:Ayno



Olwethu:YindabNtando,yindabnenzenjenakodwa

(WhyNtando,whydothistous)

Ntando:Yallweresupposedtofindoutwho

tamperedwiththebrakes

Me:Whoisthisnakedman

Ntando:Andiswa'sexrememberheposted

derogatorypicturesofhertogetherwiththatgood

fornothingfriendofhers

Icovermymouth.Iwasn'ttherewhenthewhole

thinghappened,butIsawthevideo.Mzwakheey

Mzwakhedonotmesswiththispsycho.Heonce

madethismanwalkdownthestreetnaked,this

manhasbeenwantingtotakerevengewow.



Ntando:Ididn'tdoanythingandIamnotgoingto

apologizeforwhathappened.Itwastheancestors

andyalldidn'tdoanythingfinish.

Me:Ninake

Pearl:Areyouguysreadyforthetruth

Me:Speakwoman

Pearl:IkilledSamkelisiweatthattime,Ididn'tknow

whatIwasdoing.Ikilledherandalltheotherladies

thatdiedwasme,theshadowneededtolive

throughMzwakhesothatitcanbeunstoppable.

Withthepowerofthesnakeandleoparditcould

havedonealotofdamage.

Me:Iamnotunderstanding



Pearl:Anythinghehadfalleninlovewith

immediatelywasasacrifice.Phindilewaslucky

because,shewasthesnakeandshewassostrong

nothingpassedherby.Cynthiawemadeadeal,I

takePhindileoutandshecontinuesbeinghisone

andonlyunderdarkmagic

Sakhile:YoulovedCynthiaah

Pearl:Unfortunatelytheshadowcouldn'tkillher,the

ancestorshadtoactfastbeforeitfoundawayto

infiltrateher.Whentheshadowgotdetachedfrom

mybody,itdidn'tlikethat.That'swhy

Mandlenkosiclearshisthroattheylookateach

other.

Mzwakhe:Thatswhywhat



Pearl:That'sasfarasIcantellyou

Weneedaminutetodigestallofthis.ADNAtestis

willproveiftheyrealornot.

Sfiso

Igotsomedaysoff.Idecidedtospoilher,Iwant

hertobeokayandhappy.

Phindile:Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhereyoutaking

me

Me:Itsasurprise

Phindile:Youwantmetodie

Me:Youwon'tdiemylove



Phindile:Okay

Shethemusiconblasteachsongshesingsalong,I

stillcan'tbelieveshecansingsobeautiful.

Me:Isthisthesongyouplayforyourboyfriends

Phindile:"Justbeamanaboutit"

Ichuckle.

Phindile:Yebo

Me:Wellwearehere,IfiguredsinceIcan'ttakeyou

faraway.Ibroughtyouhere,Isetupallthenice

thingsthishotelhasyoucanenjoy.

Phindile:Sfiso



Me:Iwantyoutorelaxandforgetaboutyoufora

while

Phindile:Iwanttocrybutitwillruinmymakeup,

thankyou

Sheholdsmyhandandweheadinside.Myfocusis

onusnow,Ihaveafeelingherfamilywillcomefull

forcegunsblazingwantingtoseparateus.They

definitelylookthetype.

Zakhele

Ihaven'tseenPenelopeinages,thefamilydrama.I

amhereforit,sheentersmyofficeallsmiles.Iget

upandkissher,herphonerings.

Penelope:Justonesecondplease



Me:Itsokay

Penelope:Heyma

"Penelopesincewhendoesyourfatherhavea

girlfriendandthewholefamilylikesher"

Penelope:Momwhatareyoutalkingabout

Ma:Iamtalkingaboutthisuglyghostlooking,

humanparadingmyhouse

Penelope:Momyoumarriedtoanothermanwhat

daddoesisofnoconcerntoyou

Ma:Penelope

Istillhaven'ttoldheraboutmomandthefactthat



herfatherisdoctorNkosi,thesameonethat

punchedZithulelescaresme.Thatmanwillnever

acceptmedatinghisdaughter.Momisanything

butugly,shemaybegoingthroughthemostbut

uglyain'toneofthem,whodoesPenelope'smom

thinksheis.

Ma:Youshouldseeherbaldheadedshelooks

crazy.Ican'tbelieveyourfatherdowngraded

himselftothatthing

OkayIamstartingtogetannoyed,Idon'tappreciate

hertalkingaboutmymotherlikethat.

Penelope:Ihavetogobye

Shehungsup.

Penelope:MissPhindilebetterbestrongforthis,



heyyouknowshegotthesamesurnameasyou

Ismile.

Me:Younevertoldmewhathappenedtoher

Penelope:Ididn'tohmanshemadeitthroughand

dadisahappy,happyman.Hesaidthingswere

tense,herfamilyfinallyshowedupnxithose

baboons.Iwishtogivethemapieceofmymind

oneday,anywayssheisokayandthatsallthat

matters

Nothingmore.Thetelephonerings.

Me:Bhengucooperatedgoodday

Caller:Oooyoursissosexyandcharmingahman,



youmakemewanttodancewithmyballsoutinthe

open.Youshouldanswerourcallsnow

Me:WhatcanIdoforyou

Zithulele:Iamgoingtobeworkingfromhomefor

thesedays.Canyoubelievethiswomancallingour

motherugly,uglymomturnheads.Likedoesshe

knowwhoPhindileBhenguis,Ibetternotseeher

faceanywhere

Me:Bye

Heissickandtwistedjustlikehisdadthisone.

Penelope:Whathashedonenow

Me:Hedoesn'twanttocometowork



Penelope:MrCEOhimself

Me:Iknowright

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Ineededtogetawayandherplacewastheonly

place,Icouldfindcomfortable.Herlegwasovermy

leg,wewerewatchingamovieinanyminuteitwill

endupwatchingus.

Sbahle:Youwanttotalkaboutit

Me:ThepeopleIthoughtshekilleddidn'treallydie,

theywerestayinginourancestralriver.Ifeellike

suchanidiotandthanfightingwithher.Shewanted



thattohappensoIcanfeelbad

Sbahle:Whydidyoubreakupwithher

Me:Ididn'twanttocontinuehurtingher,Ilethergo

peacefully

Sbahle:Peacefullyniggershewhippedyourass

Me:Anditstillpainfulbecauseshekeptpokingme

withherelbow.Ishouldhaveneverfoughtwithher

Sbahle:Isee

Me:Youremindmeofsomeone

Sbahle:Reallywhomywife



Ichuckle.

Me:Uhmnoshewasjustthisbubblypersonand

mywife

Welaugh.

Me:Likedhertoapointwheretheywantedtobe

intimatewitheachother,ofcoursethatdidn't

happen.Butyouremindmeofher,withthebothof

thembymysidemyworldwascomplete.Whenone

lackedtheotherpickeduptheslack

Sbahle:Thewayyoutalkaboutthesetwo

Me:IamsorryIdidn'tmeantomakeyoufeelless

than



Sbahle:Babylessthanisyou.Iamaladyandahalf

Me:Seethiswasherenergy,shekeptitrealwith

meandIlovedthat.Phindileshejustscaredmeto

death

Istillhaven'tforgivenherfortakingmykidsaway,I

canletgoofthisnonsensemybrotherisalive.I

don'twantPearlandCynthiaaroundme,Ineed

themtofindaplaceoftheirown.Iamseriously

goingtocatchacasewiththosetwo.
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Sfiso

IfZenzewantstostayhereIneedtosetsome

groundrules.Ishouldn'tevenbeallowingherto

stayhere,butshewillusemykidsandIdon'twant

ittogettoapointwhere.Ihavetotellthem

biologicallyIamnottheirfather.



Me:Youdon'tlistendoyou

Zenze:Killmeifitswrongtomakebreakfast

Me:Don'ttemptme

Zenze:Sfisocomeonitsmethemotherofyourkids

Me:Listenherewomanandlistenverycarefully.If

youwanttocontinuestayinghere,firstmywoman

yougoingtorespecther.Secondmybedroomand

kitchenareofflimits

Shefoldsherarms.

Me:Nobodyaskedyoutomakebreakfast,there's

onlyonepersonwhomakesitandonepersononly.



ThisismyhouseifIremembercorrectlyyour

married

Zenze:Sfiso

Me:Youonlystayingherebecauseofthekids,let

mehavethisconversationwithyouagain.Clean

thismessup

Zenze:Whenhaveyoubecomesomean

Me:Iamnotmeanifitsgoingtobetoughforyou,

pleaseleavemyhouseinpeace

"Sfiso"

Me:Inhere.Haibowhereyougoingallglamedup



Phindile:HowdoIlook

Me:Gorgeousmylove

Phindile:Doyouhaveplansfordayandnight

Me:Followingyouwhereveryougo

Phindile:Howsweet

Me:Iwillbehere,Idon'tknowifthehospitalwillcall

me.Youwantmetokeepmyscheduleclearforyou

Phindile:Please

Me:Okay



Shewalksaway,IlookatZenzeshebetternottest

mypatience.

Thabiso

TheDNAtestsprovedtheywererealandhewas

reallyourbrother.Itsgoodtohavethembackbut

wecan'tignorethefactthattheyweredead.Pearl

andCynthianobodyreallycaresaboutthem,but

thereissomethingniceaboutthem.

Me:Soiseveryoneokay,wegoodwiththedeadnot

sodeadpeople.Sakhileyouokay

Hegivesmeaboredlady.Youknowitsbadwhen

SakhileismadatMzwakhe,thesetwodon'tfight

theylovers.Buthemessedup,Idon'twantusto

delaytheprocessoffixingthingsanyfurther.

Me:Sakhile



Sakhile:Whyyoubuggingmemanhawu

Olwethu:AyandaandNonhlearecomingbackfor

sure.Phindilewillfixitshealwayslooksoutforour

family

Me:Wedidn'tdorightbythatwoman

Linda:Who'sweahahThabisosayMzwakhedidn't

dorightbyhim

Agingdidn'tdomuchonhim.Hewasandstillisthe

craziestandannoyingmanever.

Pearl:Hello,nowokaywewillmeetthere.NoI

understand.YoPhindileokay,excuseme



Shegetsup,andleavesusconfused.

Phindile

Everythingisstillmyfaulthow,Idon'tknow.Ihad

tocometoprisonpearlwasaccompanyingme,oh

Ayandaman.Iamtakingyououtlovey.Sfisopulled

somestringsforme,Ayandadoesn'twantthe

familyvisitinghim.Buttheymadeanexceptionfor

me.

Warden:YoumustbeMrsNkosi

Pearl:Bhengu

Me:Shutup,yesweheretoseeAyandaBhengu

Warden:Hebarelywantspeopletoseehimexcept

forhisbrotherwhocomeshereeveryday



Ifhewantstogetoutofthisplace,heisgoingto

seeus.

Me:Ibelievedtheytalkedtoyou

Warden:Followme

Thisplaceissoscary.Ihaveneverbeentoaprison

before,shelaughs.

Me:Whyyoulaughing

Pearl:Youdon'tlookokay

Me:Andyoudon'tohwaitthiswashome



Pearl:Whyyoubeingmeannow

Weentertheroom,helooksupandwefreeze.Pearl

nudgesme,wesitdownhelaughs.

Ayanda:Yallfriendsnow

Us:No

Me:Goodtoseeyoulaughing

Ayanda:Whatareyoudoinghere

Me:Iamheretotakeyouout

Hechuckles.



Pearl:Ayandadon'tbelikethatyouhaveafamily,

yourbrothers

Ayanda:Whatbrothers,theonewhoputmeinjail

ortheone'swatchedhimhavemearrested.What

brothersareyoutalkingabout

Me:Youstillhavekidsandtwowives

Helooksatme,Iremovemywig.

Me:Ihavecancer,IamdyingandIwouldlikefor

youtobeoutofhere.WhenIdie,AyandaIam

beggingyou

Pearl:Youknowwhatneedstohappen

Shegetsup.



Me:Waitphelaletmeputmywigon,Idon'twantto

scarepeople

Pearl:Whynotshoveasnakedownherethroat

Me:Shutup

NextstopNonhle.

Mzwakhe

Ijustgotbackfromfetchingmysonatthehospital.

MykidsareaseriousnogoareaandforLwazi's

mothertodothis,makesmeangry.Aren'tmothers

supposedtoloveandprotecttheirchildren.

Thabiso:Boyboy



Hehugshim.

Thabiso:Itsokayshewillneverhurtyouagain

Sakhile:Whatdidthesay

Me:Heisokayjustabitdehydrated,butheisfine

Idon'tknowhowIdidn'tseethis.Ifeellikeafailure.

Ididn'ttryhardenoughtokeepmychildren,onthe

otherhandIfailedtoseemysonwasbeingfed

rubbish.

Sakhile:Heissafenownothingisgoingtohappen

Myheartisbreaking.Myphonerings.

Me:HeysorryIdidn'tgetbacktoyouIjustcame



backnow

Sbahle:Howishe

Me:Idon'tknowwhathefeelsinsidebutheisokay,

justdehydration

Sbahle:That'sgood

Me:Yeahletmecheckonlaterokaybye

Isigh.

Phindile

NowweatmentalinstitutiontoseeNonhle.Best

friendIamgettingyououtofhere.



Nurse:Shewillbehereshortly

IhopeIwon'tbreak.

Nurse:Looksomepeopleareheretoseeyou,

carefulnowsheisverydangerous

IclenchmyjawsjusthearingthatNonhleisnot

dangerous.

Nurse:Pressthisbuttonincaseofanemergency

Shesmilesandwalksaway.

Nonhle:Yallfriendsnow

Shebecomeshernormalself.



Pearl:That'swhatyourhusbandsaid

Herfacelightsup.

Nonhle:Letmeguessyouheretogetmeout

Me:Youhavekidsandawifewaitingforyou

Pearl:Youknowwhatneedstobedone

Me:Thatistheonlywayyougoingtogetoutand

youhavetodoitinyourcrazystate.Wellyounot

crazy,justdoitforyourkidsandmesoyoucan

sendmeagoodsendof

Iexcusemyself,Ihateseeingmyfriendlikethis,

she'stheonlyoneIhavenow.
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Phindile

Istepoutofthebathroomwithatowelwrapped

aroundmybody.Sfisodoingsomethingonhis

laptop,thatwasamission.Ihadn'tseenthemina

longtime,everythinghappenedfastnoonewas

abletostopit.Theyknowwhatneedstohappenin

orderforthemtobeoutofthosehellholes,fortheir

saketheybetterdotherightthing.

Iheadtothevanity,inoneswiftmovehepinsme

againstthewall.Heunwrapthetowelanditdrops

tofloor,heputsmylegaroundhiswaistandkiss

me.Ithoughthewouldnevertouchmelookslike

myluckisabouttochange.Herubshisthumbon

myclitincircularmotion,hestops.ThanIfeelthe

bigguybrushingupanddownmycoochie,Imoan

inbetweenhislips.



Hespankmyassandslowlyslidesin,Icringe.He

pullsoutandgoesinagain,takingmybreathaway.

ItsbeenlongsinceIhadsome,Iholdontohisarms

ashepushesfurtherin.

Sfiso:Fuck

Hepressesmehardagainstthewallandstarts

thrusting,whywashehidingthisfromme.Hepicks

uphispaceasitstartstofeelwarminthere,Ihold

ontohimtightashegoesdeeperanddeeper.He

increaseshispaceandf***mehard,hittingmein

alltherightplaces,mybodybecomeshisparty.

Zithulele

Welovespendingtimewithdadeventhoughheis

crookedsickandtwistedinthehead,what'snotto

loveabouthim.Helovesus,hereallytriesandhe

deservesAforeffort.Iamalsorunningawayfrom

mpho,mylifeisverydysfunctional.Iamalsotrying,



wegrewupwithoutourparents.Ashardasitwas

noitsstillhardbecausetheydon'tlikeeachother.

Dad:Youboysokay

Me:Iamokay

Dad:Mandlenkosicanwetalk

Mandlenkosi:Yebo

Dad:Whatdidyourmothermeanwhenshesaidshe

isnottakingbackthesnake

Mandlenkosi:TechnicallyIamnotsupposedtosay

anything,unlesseveryoneiscoolwithmom.The

ancestorsaremad,anythingconcerningmom.I

reallycan'tsay,whatIcansayyouwon'tbe



affectedthatwouldalsodependonthesituation

Me:Webeingtohavearelationshipwithher

Mandlenkosi:That'sforeveryonetodecidefor

themselves,butifyoureallyknowmomandreally

knowaboutthecraziness.Thanyouwouldknow

whatwillhappen,ifsherefusestotakeback

Mamba

Dad:Isthatyoutalkingorthem

Mandlenkosi:Ifmomdoesn'ttakebackMamba,she

willdiehersituationisonlygoingtogetworse

Everyonelooksathimlikewhatdidyoujustsay.

Me:Areyouokayoryousmokingthatweedagain



Mandlenkosi:Andmomshedoesn'tcareaslongas

sheisfarawayfromthisfamily,she'sgood

Zakhele:OkayMandlenkosiitsearlyforyourdrama

manlikecomebro

Mandlenkosi:Itsnotdramaitsfact,momwilldie

unlessshetakesbackMamba

Dadbringshishandstogetherandsighs.

Dad:IfItakeherback

Mandlenkosi:Luckyforyou,youfuckedupsomany

times.Younotinsyncwiththeleopard,sonothing

willhappentoyou.Mom,momisdangerousshe

doesthingsnobodycandoorsee



Dad:Hassheturned

Mandlenkosi:No

Dad:Haveyouturned

Hesmiles.

BabThabiso:Mandlenkosi

Mandlenkosi:Don'tworryIhaven'teatenanyoneyet

Yethaibo.

Phindile

HetightlygripsonmywaistpoundshardtillIcome



andscream.Heletsgoofmeandpullsout,Istand

likethatforonesecondbeforehepullsmetothe

bed.Heplacesmeontheedgeofthebedand

spreadmylegswiderthansmiles.Hesmackshis

d****onmyclit,thangoesbackin.

Me:Mmmm

Thedooropensandshescreams,thishoereally.

Hepullsoutandturnsmearound.

Sfiso:Ohpleasewatchmefuckherrealgood

Hisd***goesbackinagain,Igrabafistfullofthe

sheetandshakemyassonbigblackcock.He

spanksmyass.

Me:OoooohSfiso



Thedoorclosesandhegoeswild.

Zithulele

Thisisnotfairreallywhycan'titremainwith

Mandlenkosi,heseemstobehandlingitverywellor

Iwouldliketothinkso.Howdowepersuademom,

shejustacceptseverythinganddoesn'tfightoh

mom.

BabLinda:Sizweisthistrue

Sizwe:Ithoughtyouguyswouldbehappy

Helaughs.

Me:Nothingsfunnyhereourmothercoulddieand

youlaughing



Sizwe:Iamnotyourfather,Iwillwhipyourassso

badyouwon'tbeabletotellIwhippedyou

Me:Youknowwhatyourightnoonereallylovesher

lettheb****

Ireceivethehardbackhandoffather,theroom

goessilent.Iactlikethisdidn'teffectme,Igrabmy

thingsandleave.Igetinmycarandblinkfora

second.

Mzwakhe

Hittinghimmayhavebeenwrong,buthismouth,

hismouth.Ihavehadenoughofit,Idon'tcarenow

thesekidsaregoingtorespectme.

Me:Anyoneelselikestoinsulttheirmother

Theykeepquietandlookdown,Igetupandheadto



thekitchen.Igrabaglassandpourmyselfsome

whiskey,Igulpthewholethingdownandpour

another.Iheadbacktothetable.

Me:Phindileisnotdyingsotelluswhatweneedto

doandyoubetterwatchwhatyousay

Mandlenkosi:Orwhat

Igulpmydrinkandgetup,hesitsstillandfoldshim

arms.Okayhealsoneedssomeknockedintohim,

beforeIcanevenreachhimhedisappears,they

laugh.

Lindani:Awskhulu

Iputtheglassdownandwalkaway.



Sfiso

Thatdammthatp*****isfirehmm.Ididn'tintendto

rushintoanything,butshecan'tjustbenakedand

wrappedinatowelshowingoffherbodylikethat.

Theguyspokeandhespokevolumes,letsjustsay

weputhertosleep.Ichucklesteppingoutofmy

room.

Ntsika:Daddy

Me:Ntsika

Mysonisbackhome.

Me:Welcome

Helooksathisbrothers.



Lwa:Seewetoldyou

Ntsika:MymyIhatetomeetthislady

Iopenthefridge.

Ntsika:Youlookrefreshed

Me:Thisjuicetastegood

Ntsika:Wow

Welaugh.

Lwa:Wasitbad

Ntsika:Dude



Me:Iamthinkingofonethousandwaystokillyour

mother

ThatwomanIswearsheislookingfortrouble.

Me:Inthemiddleofsomeheavyf****shedecides

toplungeinmyroom

Lwa:Haibo

Me:Idon'tknowwhatiswrongwithyourmother

now,talktohernextthingIamseriouslygoingto

takedrasticmeasures

IknowitlookslikeIamenablingherandallowing

hertodothis.Butthatisnotthecase,shecanbe

verymanipulating,clearlyshedidn'theedtomy

boundariesandwarnings.Shedoesthisallthetime



andIamgladIamwithPhindile.Shelookslikethe

typenottobemessedwith,Ineedtosortthisout

beforeithasasnowballeffect.
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Mandlenkosi

IrealizemaybeIshouldn'thavesaidmomisdying.

Ishouldhavesaidtheancestorsaregoingtotake

her,doesthatstillmeanthesamething.Anyways

thefactisifmomdoesn'ttakebackhersnake,the

ancestorswilltakeher.Yeahitsthesameasdeath

onlything,therewon'tbeabodytobury.

Zakhele:Don'tyouthinkyouwerebeingalittlebit

insensitive

Me:Insensitive,insensitivetellmeyourjoking.You

thelastpersontotalkaboutbeinginsensitive,when

youandZithulelegooutofyourwaytodisrespect

mom



Zakhele:Weallhadanagreementnottolikethe

bothofthem

Me:Wellthingschange,IneedmyparentsIam

goingtobeafather

Zakhele:Iamnotdisputingthatbutwhatrightdo

youhavesayingwedon'tcareaboutmom

Me:Areyouwillingtositdownwiththebothof

themandweexplaintodadwhythingsarelikethis

Helooksatme.

Me:Momanddadarenevergettingbacktogether

thisistherealitynow,forgetabouthappyendings

thatdoesnotexistindadsworld



Wemustaccepttheynotgettingbacktogether.We

grownnowandwecantakecareofourselves,yes

wewishwehadthembothtogetheronlythanwould

thingshavebeendifferent.

Phindile

IlookathimonelasttimebeforeIclosethedoor.I

sigh,hecameinheresolateatnightsuperdrunk

andveryemotional.ThelastthingIwantistohurt

mykids,maybeIambeingtohardonmyself.Ijust

didn'twanttocauseanytrouble,Idon'twanttodeal

withMzwakhe.ButiftheyneedmeIwillbetherefor

them.

Sfiso:Heybeautiful

Me:Heyhandsome



Hekissesmeonmycheek.

Sfiso:Howishe

Me:StillsleepingIthinkhewillwakeupwitha

massiveheadache

Ichuckle.

Sfiso:Clearlytheyloveyouwhatistheissue

Me:Ihavesomethingtotellyou

Sfiso:Okay

Me:UhmasIhaveexplainedbeforethatIwasa

spiritualperson



Sfiso:Yourancestorswantyoubackwithyour

husband

Me:Nowellwewouldbeheavilyconnectedandwe

won'tbeabletosomewhatbeinseparable

Sfiso:Youwanttoendthings

Me:NoIamjustexplainingthethingsthatcome

withthisgift.Thatshouldn'tbeyourworry

Sfiso:Iain'tworried

Me:IfIdon'ttakeitback,theywilltakeme.Imight

notwakeupthenextday

Sfiso:Whatyoumean



Me:JustthatSfiso

Sfiso:Phindiledon'tbedoingthistome,tous

Iwon'tbeleavingSfiso,IknowifItakethissnake

backnothinggoodisgoingtocomeoutofit.

Voice:Itdoesn'thavetobethatway

Me:Idon'twanttodoit

Voice:YoucantakehimbackbutasaNkosi.We

comebeforeyounkosazane,youhavebeengivena

chancetolivelifeagain.Thisrighthereisyour

chancetobehappyagain

Me:Seethat'sthingyallmakedecisionsforme.I



havetotakeitback,ifIdon'tIdie

Voice:Wejustwantwhatsbestforyouand

everyone

Whatisbestforme,nobodyknowswhat'sbestfor

me.

Sfiso:Phindile

Me:Thosearemyoptions,Idon'twanttotakeit

back.Iamonlygoingtogetworseandthecancer

mightjusttakeme,Iamnottryingtosayanything

Sfiso:Okay

Hegetsupandwalksaroundthebed.Heliftsupmy

topandgentlypushesmedown.Hedoes



somethingwiththelights.

Sfiso:Iamnotbadpersonyouknow,butpeople

justliketoannoyme.Tellthosepeopleheisnot

gettingyou,youmineandminealone.Sinceyou

bruiseeasilythiswilldo

Hecomestomeholdingtwotiesohboy.Iamnot

leavingthisroomtoday.

Mzwakhe

IbroughtSbahlearoundnousehidingherourthing

isprettyseriousandIamanewperson.Ihope

everyonecanaccepther,don'tcareaboutlwazi's

mother.

Sbahle:Yousureaboutthis

Me:Relax



Sbahle:Mzwakheshouldn'tyouhavetoldthem

aboutmeinsteadofshovingmedowntheirthroats,

listenIdon'twantanybadvibeshappeningnow.

Thisisthetimeforyoutobefixingthingswithyour

family,makingamendswithPhindile.Icanmeet

yourcrazycrewsomeothertime

Shedoesn'tunderstand,oncePhindiledecidesto

takebackthesnake.Wewillbeforcedtobe

together.

Me:Sbahle

Sbahle:MzwakhenobabylistenitsokayIaminno

rush

Me:Shecandieatanymomentplease



Sbahle:Wellthanfixthingswithher,letsgobefore

anyoneelseseesme

Isigh.Weheaddownstairs,Zakheleseesus.

Zakhele:Okaythanksforlettingmeknow.Thatwas

yourwife,shesaidZithulelesleptoverather

boyfriendsplace

Idragherbackupstairs.

Sbahle:Mzwakhe

Iamtiredofthesekidsiftheydon'twantmecool,

wegood.

Sfiso

IpackedupherthingsandIamjustwaitingforher



tocomeback,anyonehasaproblemwithwhatIam

doing.Theymorethanwelcometojoinher.

Ntsika:Thisisthebestdecisionyoumade

Me:Whyyouhere

Ntsika:Yourpeoplecalledme

Me:Peopleohokay

Prettyboyfinallywakesup,hegreetsus.

Ntsika:Ain'tyouPenelope'sboyfriend

Helooksatme.



Me:Yousleepingwithmydaughter

Zithulele:Wetwins

Me:Sitdownandhavebreakfast

Zithulele:Yessir

Andthatshowyoudoit.

Zenze:OhNtsikamyboypleasehelpmewhyismy

luggageonthedoor

Me:Becauseyouleavingmyhouse

Zenze:OkaySfisoIapologizeforwhatIdid,butthat

don'tmeanthrowmeoutlikethrash



Me:Yourrideisoutside,Ntsikapleasehelpyour

motherout

Ntsika:Comemother

Zenze:Don'tcomemotherme.Iain'tgoing

anywhere,Sfisoitsme

Nathanenterswithtwopoliceofficers.

Me:Yesofficerspleaseescortthisladyoutofmy

house.Sheistrespassingandsheseeminglylooks

likedanger

Policeman1:Ma'am

Zenze:Sfiso



Me:Meyourselfthefuckoutofmyhouse

Zenze:Don'ttouchme,youwillregretthis

Me:Nowyouthreateningmeinfrontofthelaw,bye

Iamverypatientreallyuntilyoupushme.

Phindile

Ithinkhewillhandleallofthisjustfine.Ineedtobe

ahundredpercentcommittedtohim.ObviouslyI

am.

Voice:Doesthatmeanyouwilltakemeback

Me:Iamfarfromdoingthat



Voice:Itsnotlikewesayingget..Nkosazane

Zithulele:Ma...Mommy

Me:Yesmyboy

Zithulele:Iamleavingnow

Wehug,itsthefirsttimeheisallowingmethis

closetohim.

Me:Youbegoodnowokayrespectyourfatherand

respectyourelders

Helooksatme.



Me:Iloveyou

Heleaves.

Voice:Youseriouslynotgoingtotakemeback

YesIamnottakingitback.
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Zithulele

Itwasactuallygreatandworthitbeingwithher,she

gavemethatmotherlylovejustwhatIneeded.That

Iendedupinvitingherforbreakfast,beingawayfor

alittlebitwon'thurtanybody.

Theycamethroughwejustwaitingonmomto

come,dadheslappedmeinfrontofeveryone.Iwill

notbeengagingwithhimforsometime,IknowI



waswrongbutdamn.Hebloodyimpairedmyvision,

Ilovehimnonetheless.

Theliftopens,Ismile.Shehesitantlyenters,Igo

andgrabherhand.

Mom:Zithuleleyouhurtingme

Me:Ohsorrymybadcome

Itakehercoatandbag,shesitsdownourbeautiful

mother.Wenothingwithoutthiswoman.

Nkosenye:Mom

Mom:Hibabyyoulookgrown,big,toughandbuff

Helooksdownblushing.



Me:Okaylistenwe,Iwillmakesurehedoesn'tfind

out.Hewillflipbutweherenow

Myphonerings.Ideclineandswitchitof,Iheadto

thekitchen.Theliftopens,myheartstartsracinga

millionmilesperhour.Whatishedoinghereand

howdidheknow,Ilookatthem.

Mzwakhe

Theroomgoessilentyoucanhearapindrop.I

headovertothecouchandsitdown,whywasn'tI

toldaboutthis.

Phindile:Youalwayswerethejealoustype

Me:MrsBhengu



Phindile:Heyhusband

Evenwiththecancerunderneathallthatshe'sstill

asbeautifulasthefirsttimeIsawher.

Me:Youseeingmykidsnow

Phindile:Idon'tknowthem,Iwasjustinvited

Me:Interesting

Phindile:Icouldleaveifyouhaveaproblem

Zithulele:Okaynobodyisgoinganywhere,dad

Ilookathim,heshutsup.



Me:Whydidyousendmykidsaway

Phindile:Theirliveswereindanger

Me:Youdefeatedthecreatureswhatwasthe

reasonforyoutostillkeepthemawayfromme

Phindile:Notallofthem,Iamnotgoingtobe

explainingthisoverandoverandoveragain.You

madeitveryclearwhereyouandIstand

Me:Youhaveaboyfriend

Phindile:Thesweetestofthemall

Iraisemyeyebrow.

Me:Mmm



Myphonerings.

Me:Hello

Sbahle:Killedheryet

Me:NobutIdowanttoknockherthefuckout

Sbahle:MzwakhebeniceotherwiseIambreaking

upwithyou

Me:Youwish

Sbahle:Bye

Ihung.



Me:Nathulaanisiphakelingani(Whyyallsitting,

dishoutforus)

Theliftopens.Mandlenkosirunsandhugshis

mother.

Phindile:Ohmysweetbaby

Sweetain'tnothingsweetaboutthisboy,hecomes

andhugsmeaswell.Myheartmelts.

Zithulele

Ithinkwasagoodideaweallgettingalonglikea

happyfamily.Momanddadaythesetwo

somethingain'tadding,butwe'lltakeit.

Me:Somomwhoistheoldest,yeahwetwinsbut



somebodycameoutfirstne

Mom:YoudidohmyGodyouwerethesweetest,

littlest,cutestboyever.IrememberwhenIfirstheld

youmyheartwascontent

Me:SeeIbeentellingyouguys

Dad:Zakheleontheotherhanddidn'tlikeanyone,

everytimewepickedhimup.Hewouldcrysobadly

asifwehithim.Hehadhismoments

Me:Kindalikenow

Zakhele:Thatsnottrue

Mom:Whoisthecontrolfreak



Welookateachotherandlaugh.

Nkosenye:IwouldsayMandlenkosibutZithuleleyo

ay

Me:Amnot

Mom:Youjustlikeyourfatherhewasabully.He

controlledandorderedhisbrothersaround

Dad:Didnot

Mom:Therewerecertainthingsyoucouldn'tdoif

youhurtsomethinghelovesandvalues.Hewould

nottalktoyou

Them:ExactlylikeZithulele



Welaugh,wellthisisfun.

Sfiso

Iamnotabouttointerferewithherrelationshipwith

herkids.Ifitmeansspendingwhatevertimewith

herkids,willmakethehealingprocessgofaster.

Shemustgoaheadandgrabthisopportunity,kids

areeverythingmykidsareeverythingtome.Imiss

herthoughwhenisshecomingback.

Mdu:Makotiuphikantingazengalamba(Whereis

PhindileIamsohungry)

Hejoinsmeinthekitchen.

Me:Lookforamealprepinside

Mdu:Weheadingbackhome



Me:Dadnotfeelingwell

Mdu:Nolookwejustwantyoutobehappyandwe

seeiteverydayhowthisrepeathaschangedyour

lifedrastically

Ilaugh.

Me:Iknowyounotnicknamingmywomanrepeat

whatthehelliswrongwithyou

Mdu:Seelookatwhatshedoestoyou.Enjoyit

bafo,there'snotmanylikeher

Me:Yeahwegood,Ijusthopenothingseparatesus

Musa:Foodyayuphimakoti(whereiswifey)



Myphonebeepsitsatextmessage"Everythingis

goingwell,don'tbeatme.Iwillbebacklater"

Ireplyback"Havefun"

Thepagerbeeps,Isigh.

Me:Thispeoplemustbejoking

Isendanothertext.

Mdu:Ndlangamandle

Igrabacookieandheaduptomyroom.

Zithulele



Idon'twantustohavehighhopes,butthiswasa

stepintherightdirection.Itsliketheywerenever

separatedatall,dadwhywouldhegiveherup

againandallowanothermantosnatchher.Iamfull

nowseeingthemgettingalonglikethis,bringsus

joy.

Zakhele:Momwhydon'tyouwanttotakebackthe

snake

Dad:Yeahwhy,youafraidwewillrekindleanold

spark

Shelaughs.

Mom:Whotoldyouthat,therehasalwaysbeena

spark.Idon'tknowwhyyouthinktheancestors

manipulatedourfeelings,itsyourgift.Itbelongsto

youguysnotme



Me:Soyougivingupandwaitingtodie

Mom:Iwon'tdie,Iwilljustdisappearandneverbe

foundeveragain

Ithinkweshouldnotfurtherthisconversation,she

willgetupset.

Zakhele:Dadalsohasagirlfriend,differentfrom

whathewouldnormallygofor

Hegiveshimaweirdlook.

Mom:Okayboysitwaslovelyspendingtimewith

you.Whereismybabygirl

Ipopmyeyesout.



Me:OhmyGod

Icompletelyforgotabouther,sheisgoingtobeso

mad.Halfofthetimesheain'there,Iwillsetup

anothergettogethersomeothertime.

Momgetsupandshefaints,dadcatchesher.

Me:Ma

Hegentlylaysheronthecouch.

Mandlenkosi:Andsoitbegins

Beginswhat.
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Mzwakhe

TherewasnowayIcouldn'tworryaboutPhindileall

thisdeathtalkisseriouslygettingtome.

Mandlenkosiwithnocareintheworldjustfreely

speakshisdamnmind,ohmomisdyinghavefun

likeitsgoodthingPhindileisdying.Aftershe

faintedwerushedhertothehospital,thedoctors

saidsheisfinegivenherhistoryitsnormalforher.

Nothingnormalabouthavingsomeonewithcancer

faintlikethat.

Sbahle:Whatcauseshertofaint

Me:Theysaidbecauseherbloodisnotfunctioning

inaproperway,faintingorlosingbalanceisnormal.

Shedoesn'thavestrengthnortheenergy

Sbahle:Thatshectichowisfamilytakingit

Me:Ifonlyshecouldtakebackthegiftmaybe,she



willhavesomekindofpowerorwhatevertobeat

this.YoucannevertellPhindilewhattodo

Sbahle:Maybeifyouguysconvinceherenoughfor

hertoseeherimportancethanshemighttakethe

snake

Ilookather.

Me:Thewhat

Sbahle:ThegiftImeanhergiftwhydidIjustsay

that

Me:Maybeyourightbutalsowedon'twanttoover

doitorpushher,theremustbeareasonwhyshe

doesn'twanttotakethegiftback



She'safighterthatonenothingcangetherdown.I

reallyhopeshefindsreasonstotakebackMamba.

Sfiso

IwasconfusedIdidn'tknowwhattomakeofall

this.Isitherconditionoraretheancestorsacting

out,thedoctorshavedischargedher.Ithink,I

shouldtakeherhomeachangeofscenerymight

makeherfeelbetterandchangehermind.

Mdu:Sfiso

Me:Iamalmostdone

Mdu:Youthinkitiswisemovingher

Me:Herbeinghereisnotgood,itsjustforafew

days.Iamrelocatingherforgood



Mdu:Whataboutherfamily

Me:Thosebuggerswillnottryme.Iamnotscared

ofthem

Mdu:Youknowshe'smarriedtoaguywhoblows

peopleup

Me:Idon'tcare

Wemustfixthat,IwillhaveNtsikadrawupsome

divorcepapersorspeaktoPhindileaboutit.

Me:Takethesebagsputtheminthecarandletsgo

Musa:Youwouldswearheistheoldest



Me:SeriouslyIshouldhavebeentheeldest

becauseyoutwoaredumb

Igrabmyphoneandwalkout,theylaugh.

Zithulele

Afterknockingoffwemustgoseemom.Ihadto

cometoworktoday,itwassopeacefulworking

fromhomeandnowIaminhell.

Me:Comein

Sheenterswithbindersanddropsthemonmytable.

Idon'thavetimefortantrums,mymotherissick

andsherefusedwhenIwantedtointroduceher.

Kim:Asitevisitattwelveatthecomplex,ameeting

attwo



Me:Cancelthat

Kim:Ameetingattwo

Me:Kimberlydon'tannoymeokay

Kim:Thisisanimportantmeeting

Me:Idon'tcareaboutnodamnimportantmeeting

okaymymotherisinthehospital.Cancelthe

meeting

Kim:MyapologiesIdidn'tknow

Me:Ofcourseyouwouldn'tItriedgettingyouto

meetherandyoushutmedown



Kim:Zithulele

Me:ByeKimberlyIamverybusy

Sheleaves,Ipushmychairbackandheadtothe

minibar.Igrabawaterbottleandsigh.Dadshould

betheonedying,noIamkiddingourmotherwill

liveyou'llsee.

Phindile

OhthankyouSfiso,gettingmeawayfromthe

Bhengu's.Iwillbeabletobreatheforasecond,

beforeIcanmakeadecision.Onethatwillbenefit

me,whateverIchoosetodo.Iamnotdoingitfor

mykids,Sfiso,Mzwakheorthefamilybutme.

Wearriveathishome,yowedefinitelyinthe

bundus.WetextedMandlenkosibeforewelefton

mywhereabouts,incasetheyflip.



Sfiso:Andwearehere

Mduisalreadyoutopeningthedoorforme.He

comesaroundandstandsbesideme.

Sfiso:Thisishome,there'stheorangetree.We

haven'thadanyorangesthough,come

Hetakesmyhandandweheadinside.Iputitunder

hisarmandleanmyheadonhisshoulder,hekiss

myforehead.

Mandlenkosi

Iwaspeacefullyenjoyingmysleepandsomeidiot

decidestovigorouslywakemeup,doesthisperson

notknowIamasnake.Itransformandlookatthem

andquicklychangeback,goingbacktobed.



Dad:Mandlenkosiuphiumawakho(Whereisyour

mother)

Me:Doyoureallywanttoknow

Heyanksoftheduvetcover,Isigh.

Dad:Iamtiredofthisattitudeyouboyshave,ifyou

don'tlikemethanwhythefuckareyouguyshere

Ipullthecoverup,Iamreallysleepydidn'tthey

hearanythingIsaidtothem.

Me:BabaItoldyouanythingconcerningmomthe

ancestorsdon'twantanyofyoutoknow,regardless

ofwhatyoufeel.Letherrestyouhadyourshotand

youblewit



Icovermyfaceanddriftofftosleep.

Me:Sfisotookhertohishometown

Hemustleavemealonenow,anyonewhobugsme

again.Iwon'tbethisnice.
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Phindile

IthinkIamgoingtolikethisplace.Thebeautyofits

quietnessbringsjoytomyheart.Ifeelsomeone

standingnexttome.

Voice:Beautifulisn'tit

Ilookupit'saladymyguessinherlatefiftiesor

sixties,shelooksbeautifulandsnatchedwearinga

pinktwopiece.



Her:Whyareyoustandingheresoearlyinthe

morningitscold

Me:Ineverfeltcoldnessinmylife

Her:Youavampire

Ichuckle.

Me:No

Her:Phelathosebloodsuckingthingslovethecold

itstheirterritory

Me:Chamaakunjalo(Nomaitsnotlikethat)



Her:Ohokayasihlebekancane(Letstalkforalittle

bit)

Shegiggles.

Her:HowisSfiso

Ipauseforamomentandsmile.

Her:Saynomore

Me:IthinkIlovehimhehasbeennothingbutpeace

andloveforme

Her:Butthere'salwaysabut

Me:Idon'thaveanybutsfornow,Ijustwantto

disappointhim



Her:Areyougoingtodisappointhim

Me:Thosearenotmyintentions.Idon'tlovehim

becausehestuckwithmethroughthetoughtimes,

butIlovehimbecausegenuinelyIwanttobewith

him

Her:Yourring

Me:OnpaperIamstillmarried

Her:Youhavekids

Me:Seven

Her:Wowgirlthatmusthavebeenagooddick



Welaugh.

Her:Letmetellsomethingmybabyadoresyou.He

wishedhefoundyoufirst,youtheloveofhislife.

Youknowmostmenwellallofthemfailtopour

theirheartsout,theytakeforeverandwhenthey

finallydoitsalittletoolate.Continuebeingthe

womanthatyouaretowardshim,takeyourtime

witheachotherandwhenhegivesyouhisheart

takewithbothhands

Ilookathershesmilesandwalksaway,Itakea

deepbreath.Letmegofindoutwhatheisbusy

with.

Sfiso

Thedooropens,shejumpsonthebedandgivesme

akiss.

Me:WhereyoucomingfromIthoughtyouranaway



Shekissesme.

Me:AyPhindilengikhathele(Iamtired)

Shelaughs,weshouldn'toverdoitalthough.Iwant

toburieddeepdeepinsideofher.

Phindile:Whoisthat

Me:Who

Phindile:Thepictureonthewall

Ilookup.

Me:Ohthat'smymother,shepassedaway



Phindile:What

Me:YeahImisshereverydaywemissherevery

day

Shelooksdownandchuckles.

Me:Whatiswrong

Phindile:Youkiddingmeright

Thepicturemovesalittlebit.

Me:WhatiswrongmylovePhindile

Phindile:Ijusthadaconversationwithheroutside



nearthebanklookingoverthemountains

Me:What

Phindile:Iamtellingyou

Me:Everymorningshe,thatwasherfavoriteplace

tostandineverymorning.HoldonPhindilewhat

areyou

Phindile:Thatsalongstory

Noman,Igetupandtakeherhand.

Mzwakhe

Thekidswereangry,buttheyshouldn'tlettheir

motherleavingwithoutsayinganythingaffectthem.

TheytakeeverythingtoheartandZithulelebeing



theringleader,isdefinitelyfeelingsometypeof

wayaboutthis.

HerecomesLwazi'smother,girllooksmessedupin

thehead.Lwazigetsup,Igetupandfollowhim.

Me:Lwazi

Igettoohimandhughim,hecries.

Me:Itsokaymybabynobodyisgoingtohurtyou

now

Heloseshisbreath.

Me:Ungakhalikhehlalababaungakhali.Ngiyaxolisa

angikwazangaukukvikelakodwausuphephile

manje(Don'tcrymyboy.Iamsorry,Icouldn't



protectyoubutyousafenow)

Idon'tseeinganyofmykidshurt.Ihughimtightly

andstrokehisback.

Me:Awkodwanzenaikhehlalababaaw

Hechuckles,Ikisshischeek.

Me:Itsokaytocrybutyouhavetobestrongnow.

Forgivehersothatyoucanfreeyourselfandlivea

goodlife,Iwillalwaysbehereforyou

Hewipeshistears.

Me:Wegoingbackinside

Lwazi:IthinkIneedaminuteortwo



Hepullshispantsup,hesitsdownanddiphisfeet

intothepool.Iheadbackinside,thedemonsstand

upandheadoutside.Mandlenkosilaughs,thisfool.

Linda:Mzwakhesomethingwrongwithyourkids

Thobani:Likefatherlikeson's

Linda:WaitIwanttoknowthesecretbehind

swallowingasnake

Thabiso:Youwanttoswallowasnake

Linda:WhatnoIjustwanttoknow

Sakhile:Yomanitsearlyforthebull,likesitquietly

foronceinyour



Imisshimsomuch,Ineedtosortthingsoutwith

mybrotherandbestfriend.SakhileandIbarely

fightandnotgetalong,notspeakingtoeachother

breaksmeeverydaylittlebylittle.Ineedtofix

thingsquickly.

Sfiso

Me:EverybodythisisPhindilemywoman

Mhlengi:Awmakotiwethumadoda(Ourwife)

Me:Shutup,thisismydadthehulkofallhulks.My

threebrothersandmylovelyaunts.Thekidsarenot

here

Sheleavesmeandgoestodadandsitsonhislap.



Phindile:"Lookatyouwithabiggutnow.."Please

stopthis

Dad:Sfisowhatisthis

Phindile:"Iminandlangamandlawait.Iremember

backinthedayhehadabodyfordaysand

nomkhosidiedoverhim....""NownowIwouldn'tsay

thatbuthewashotbackinthedays"Sfisoyou

bettergetmeuphislap

Musa:Sfisowhatisgoingon

Me:Sheisaspiritualperson,sheisableto

communicatewithpeoplewhohavecrossedover.I

think,shesaidshespoketomomoutsidethebank

lookingoverthemountains

Them:Ini



Me:Weallknowthatwasherfavoriteplace

Phindile:Sfiso

Ipullheroffdad,andacoldchillpassesby.

Phindile:Pleasedon'tdothatagain,Iamnotstrong

toletanythingenterme.Yoursirisnothappy,there

arethingshappeningheresheisnotproudof

Tsepiso:Cishengasukelainganeyabantu(Ialmost

accusedherofsomethingbad)

Shelosesherbalanceandblooddripsdownher

nose.

Me:Phindile



Mzwakhe

Ienterhisroomwithatrayofmeat.Isitonthebed

andshakehim.

Me:Mandlenkosi

Mandlenkosi:DadIdon'twanttoarguewithyou

Heuncovershimself,heseesthemeetandsitsup

rightgrinning.

Mandlenkosi:Ifthisisyourwayoftryingtofindout

informationaboutmom,younotgoingtoget

anything

Ichuckle.



Me:IwanttothankyouforcheckingonLwazi

Mandlenkosi:Heisourbrotherandwewillalways

protecthim

Me:Whyyoucoupedupinhere

Mandlenkosi:Iamstayingawayfromtrouble.I

don'tknowhowtocontrolthesnake

Me:Howisyourmotherreally

Mandlenkosi:Nothingschanged

Me:Whyyoulying

Mandlenkosi:Iamnot



Ipulloutmyphoneandtexther.Shebetterreply

beforeIgotheregunsblazing.

Me:Youknowwhatwecando?

Mandlenkosi:Likeyousaidyoucan'ttellmomwhat

sheshoulddo

Me:NoIdidn't,waitdoyoualsoseeme

Mandlenkosi:There'sthismoveIwantyoutoteach

me.Yougetherfieryandthanboomyoushovethat

thinginside

Ilayonthebedandlaugh.Ican'twiththisboy,he

tellsitlikeitis.Youknowthingsyouafraidof

saying.Mandlenkosiwillsayit.



Mandlenkosi:Iamjoking

Ilookathim,helaughs.Heistheonlykidthatlikes

us.
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Sfiso

Wecameback,Ithoughtthiswouldbegoodforher.

Butcreepythingshadtoruinthemoment,shelooks

likethefirsttimeIsaw.Dark,beautiful,intimidating

shortlady.Iwatchhereatingfruits,sheisdefinitely

exhausted.Isitnexttoherandkisshercheek.

Phindile:Hey

Me:Wegood



Phindile:Idon'thaveanyfightleftinme

Me:Doyouwanttodosomething

Phindile:Bewithyouallthetime

Me:Okay

Ilookup,Penelopeshowsupwithhermother.Ilook

downshehasherluggagewithher.

Penelope:Beforeyousayanythingshehas

promisedtobeonhergoodbehavior.Iknowwhat

shedidwasinexcusable,butdadyouneverhada

problemwithher.Itsnotfairbeinginfluencedby

otherpeople,Ipromisetomakesureshestaysin

herlane



IlookatPhindile.WhatisPenelopedoing,I

expectedthisshehaswormedherselfbackinmy

space.

Zenze:Iamtrulysorryaboutwhathappened

Shesayslookingdown,auntThandazojoinsus.

Shelooksatthemandshakesherhead.Iamruined,

shegotPeneloperightwhereshewantsto.

Me:Pe

Ifeelhertouchonmythigh,shedoesn'tlikeconflict.

IgetupandleavePenelopehascrossedtheline,

sheisawareofhermother'sbehavioryetshe

bringsherbacktomyhouse.

Penelope:Mampyoudon'thaveaproblemright.

Shewilljuststayoutofyourway



Beforereachingmyroom,Iseeherexitingthrough

thefrontdoor.Sheshutthatdoorlikeitisneverto

beopenedagain.

Mzwakhe

Iamtired,Ihadthiscrazydreamandbythelooks

ofiteveryoneisastenseandemotionalasIam.I

won'tsayanything,becausetheystillnottalkingto

me.

Thabiso:Mandlenkosiumaukahlelaekhona(Is

yourmotherokaywheresheis)

Hewasjustabouttoblowupbuthelooksatme.

Mandlenkosi:Ifyouaskingdoesithaveanythingto

dowithwhatyouguysdreamtof,thanyesmomis

okay



Sakhile:Kantimanjeyiniufunasilokhesikuncenga

ukuthusitsheleukuthuPhindileunjan(Whydoyou

wantustobegyouallthetime,intellingushow

yourmotheris)

Me:Okayletsalljustcalmdownandrespectthe

ancestorswishes,theydon'twantustoknowifwe

stilldon'tcareabout

Linda:Ahahsayyoudon'tcareabouther,don't

includeusmeinyourmess

Me:Ifwestilldon'tcareabouther,asmuchasyou

guysmayfeelacertainkindofway.Westill

connected

Thabiso:Ican'timaginelifewithouther,Ithinkwe

shoulddosomethingforhertomakeherfeel

special



Zithulele:Whybotherclearlyshewantstodie,let

herdie

Me:Yousaythatnowbutyouwillbethefirst

persontocrywhensheactuallydies

Mandlenkosi:Stopactinglikeyoutheonlychild,

don'ttakeyourrelationshipproblemsandproject

themonmom

Me:Mandlenkosi

Helooksatme.

Me:Iamthefatherhere,Isaidmypeacethat

shouldhavebeentheend



Mandlenkosi:Heisactinglikewenotherkids.Fine

Iamsorry

Idon'thavetimefortantrums,IgotsomewhereI

needtobe.

Phindile

Ipushedthroughandmadelunchforeveryone.

ThisisnotwhatIsignedupforanexwifebusy

lingeringaround.Iamsupposedtobehappy,but

this.Iamgoingtobelosingmymarbles,Idishedup

forSfisothanwroteanotewithinstructionsonhow

toassemblethemushroomburger.

Me:Thereyougo

Sfiso:Hmmmthislooksmouthwatering

Hetakesabiteandcloseshiseyes,thantakes



anotherbiteandanotherbite.

Me:Whatareyoudoingthere

Sfiso:Lookingatafewrentalsandhouses

Me:Why

Sfiso:Idon'twanttodie,Iamstillhandsomesoif

mykidsarenotgoingtorespectme.Imightaswell

givethemtheirownspace.Iwon'twinthisbaby,

shehasPenelopeeatingoutofherhand

Me:Doessheevenrealizesheisdisrespectingher

motherinlaw

Hefrowns.



Me:Iamjustsaying

Sfiso:ForpeaceIamtakingmyselfoutofthe

equation,thesearegoodarethereanyleft

Igetupandhefollowsbehindhim.

Sfiso:Iwillkillallofyouifitsfinished

MrNkosi:Syabongamakotithinasesibadala

sithandaizintoezikanje(Weoldnowandoldage

makesuslovestufflikethis)

Ismile.

Sfiso:Thankyoubaby

Me:Ifeveryoneisfed,Iwouldliketogorest



Sfiso:Youokay

Me:Don'tworryIamfine

Iwalkawayandsuddenlyfeelasharppaininmy

stomach.Icovermymouthandheadupstairs.This

can'tbehappeningnow,whytheydoingthistome.

Mzwakhe

SomethinglongoverduethatIshouldhavedone,is

suddenlyweighingheavilyonmyshoulders.Will

theyacceptmyapologyorwilltheykillme,Isee

themmakingtheirwayin.

Me:PleaseIambeggingyouhearmeoutifnotfor

methanPhindile



Ndu:Whatdoespgottodowiththis

Me:Justfiveminutesthat'sallIaskeventhoughI

gotsomuchtosay

Thato:Thisbetterbegood

Me:IwouldliketosaysorryforeverythingIhave

done,fromthebottomofmyheart.Ididn'tdogood

byyouguys,becauseofthejerkIwas.Itookmy

frustrationsoutoneveryoneandIamnotproudof

it,butIcan'tsitbackandletmybrothershateme

andlovemefromadistance.IacceptIdidsome

prettybadthingsmadeyouguysbecauseofthings

thatweren'ttrue.Imissyouguys,andpleadingfor

yourforgiveness.Iamnotcompletewithoutyou

guys,thecrewisnotcompletewithoutyouguys.

Pleasecan'tweletbygonesbebygoneslifeisshort

andIneedmybrothers



Ndu:Dammrightyoudiduswrongandthatwasnot

cool

Thato:Butweforgiveyou

Me:Reallyofcourseyalldo

Nka:Thecheek

Ismile.

Me:Comeonbringitin

WegotalongwaytogobutIamgladwehere.We

hugeachother.Ifeelasharppainonmyupper

body.

Thato:Youokay



Me:Idon'tknow,Igotthisreallysharppain

ItstrikesmeagainIholdmychest.
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Phindile

Inonenightthepainbecameveryunbearable.Iwas

hidingitfromSfiso,Idon'twanttotroublehimany

morethanIhave.Hebringsmebreakfast.

Me:Thankyou

Hekissesmycheek.

Me:Whatiswrong



Sfiso:Idon'twanttotroubleyou

Me:Nkosi

Sfiso:OkayIunderstandyousaidwemustnotgo

butIamatmywitsendhere

Me:Sfisoletitgothisisyourhousedon'tletanyone

runyouout

Sfiso:Butmykids

Me:Kidswillalwaysbekidsnomatterhowoldthey

get.Theywillalwaysbekids

Sfiso:Phindilewhatdoyouwantmetodo

Helooksatme.



Sfiso:Whatsupwithyou,youwincingallnightdon't

thinkIdidn'tseeyoucringinginpain

Ichuckle.

Me:Iamfine

Sfiso:Don'tdowhatyouusedtodoinyourold

relationshipwhatever.Youwithmenowsotalk

Me:Iaminalotofpain

Sfiso:Whydon'tyoujustittakeback

Ilookdown.



Me:Itsnoteasyasyouthinkitis,doyouknowwhat

itslikebeinginarelationshipwithaspiritualperson

Sfiso:YoumyspiritualpersonandIwillaccept

whatevercomesmywaysolongwedoingit

together

Ilookathim,heissmiling.

Sfiso:Ihopethatconvincedyou,Iwillbeback

finishyourfood

Hekissesmycheekandleaves.

Sfiso

IwanttotalktoPenelope.Phindileisrightkidswill

alwaysbekids,sheknowsIwon'ttellthemIain't

theirfather.Thereisnogettingridofhernow

unlessIfindanewhouse.



Me:Canwetalk

Penelope:Yesdaddy

Sheshutsherlaptop.

Penelope:Whatsup

Me:Doyouhaveaproblemwithmedating

Penelope:Reallydad,okayIseriouslydon'thavea

problem.Youcandatewhomeveryouwantaslong

asyouhappy

Me:HowdoyoufeelaboutmebeingwithPhindile



Penelope:Nothingshemakesyouhappy,she'sa

coolpersonabittoughbutIlikeher

Me:Butnotenoughforhertobehappywithmein

thishouse

Penelope:Dadyouneverhadaproblemwithmom.I

meanwouldyouratherhaveherherewhereyou

canseewhatsheisdoing,orouttheredoingGod

knowswhatever

Me:ShouldIbreakupwithheranditsbecauseof

yourmother.IwillneverforgiveyouPenelope

Penelope:What

Igetupandleave,Ichaseherthekidswon'tlikeme.

Shestaysthemoredramashecausesbetween

PhindileandI.



Me:YeahIneedyourhelplet'smeetinanhour,sure

Voice:Youlettingthesekidshavesomuchpower

overyou.Icanneverabandonyoubecause,I

promisedyouIwillbewithyoualways

Isitdown.

Voice:Theynotevenyours,listenyouneedtoget

ridofthiswomanotherwiseonceshetakeshergift

back.Youhurtherevenifyoudidn'tintendto,you

willfacesomedireconsequences

Ithoughtsheabandonedme.Iamnotspiritualin

anyway,butIsometimeshearhervoicewhen

thingsarebad.Iguessthingsarebad,Oh

grandmotherpleaseshowmetheway.



Phindile

ThepainhasstoppedandIamavailabletomove.

Theythinkpunishingmewillmakemechangemy

mind,butIhaveacceptedeverythingthatmust

happen.Theywon'tbreakmethistime,Iamputting

myselffirstandIdon'tcarewhatanyonesays.AllI

wantistojustrest,that'sall.

Penelope:Mamp

Me:Heypumpkin

Penelope:Letstalk

Me:Okaywhatswrong

Penelope:Yourthingwithmydadissolidright



Me:Iwouldhopeso

Penelope:Okaymommadeamistake,she'susedto

takingcareofeveryone.Shedoesn'tgettoseeus

thatmuchandnowthatshefinallydoes,youwant

tokickherout

Me:Sweetypie

Penelope:Iamnotyoursweatypie.Ifyoulovedad

thatmuch,mombeinghereshouldbetheleastof

yourproblems.Itsnotliketheydoinganything

Issheforreal.

Penelope:Shouldmomleave,Iwillleavewithher

andSfisodamnsurewon'tallowthat.Focuson

yourhealthandIwillkeepmomaway



Shewalksaway.Zenzeappears.

Zenze:Here'ssomejuiceithasallthevitamins,you

looklikeyouneedit

Shelaughs.

Zenze:Awushameyoureallythinkyougoingtoget

Sfiso,IwillmakesureIdriveyououtofthishouse

Me:Youknowwhat'sfunny

Zenze:Idon'tcarebutenlightenme

Me:Sfisofindingoutwhothefatherofthesekids

are

Shefrowns.



Me:Iwonderreallyhowheisgoingtotakeit.Iget

onechildbutfour,fourchildren

Zenze:Youknownothingaboutmyfamily

Me:IknowMduhiselderbrotheristhefatherof

thosefourkids

Shechargersatme,somebodyspeakingdisturbs

her.

Musa:Makoti

Me:Ndlangamandla

Musa:Awsukamadoda



Hewhistles.

Musa:Everythingokay

Me:YeahZenzeherewastellingmeshefounda

placeandsheisleavingfirstthinginthemorning

Musa:Wowthat'sthebestnewsIhaveheardsofar

Me:CanyoutakemetothemallIwanttogoswipe

someofmyman'smoney

Musa:Leadtheway

Ilookather,forhersakeIhopesheleaves.

Mzwakhe



Idon'tgetwhyIambeingpunished,butIwilltakeit.

MandlenkosiisstillonthefactPhindilemusttake

backthebigbadMamba.Thepainwasnow

bearable,soIthoughtabouttalkingtomykids.

Zithulele:CanthisbequickIhavetogotowork

Noneofthemhaveevenashadeoftheirmother,we

thoughtokayLuyandiswawouldlooklikeher

mothernope.Sheisagorgeousme.

Me:UhmsoIknowwenotthebestparentsandfor

somereasonyouhateus.ButIambeggingyou

guysifyourmotherwantstospendtimewithyou

guys,pleaseallowheralothashappened

Zakhele:Don'tworrytyma

Nkosenye:Thereisnothingmorewewantthanto



spendtimewithyouguys,youallwehave

Shegavemegorgeouskidsthoughallthat's

missingisher.Ibeentextingherandsheain't

replying,IknowIhurtherbutIdon'twanthertodie.

Shecan'tjustleavelikethat,allofushaveastory

withherandallofusarefailingtoacceptthatthis

isitforher.

Me:Zithulele.Shongololoangekengivumeleukuth

umaashone,lokhongiyakuthembisamfanawami(I

promiseyoumyboy,Iwon'tallowyourmotherto

die)

Hemaybeadragontowardsusbut,underneathall

thathelovesustodeath.

Phindile

Myshoppinggotcutshortthatsharppainattacked

meagain.Musawasdrivingmebackhome,Itried



callingSfisoandheisnotpickingupwhichworries

me,Ihavethisbadfeeling.

Musa:Doweneedtogotothehospital

Ilookathim,Ididn'trealizehehadstoppedonthe

sideoftheroad.

Musa:Youcrying

Itrytospeakbutnothingcomesout.Igrabmy

phoneandwriteonthephonenotes.

Musa:Makotichaangikwaziukukyisaendlini(NoI

can'ttakeyouhome)

Heneedstotakemehomenotthehospital,

otherwiseIwillstepoutofthiscartheminutehe



startsit.

Musa:Kulungile(Fine)

Iwillsleepthepainof,hestartsthecar.Ilaydown

andclosemyeyes.
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MduduziNkosi

ItcanonlybetroublewhenZenzesummonsme.I

seehercarpullingup,shestepsoutofthecarand

headsup.

Me:Whatisitnow

Zenze:Wehaveaproblem

Ilookather.



Zenze:WeneedtoneutralizeSfiso'sgirlfriend

Me:WeIamnotkillinganotherpersonforyouand

certainlynotgoingtotouchmakoti

Zenze:Makoti,makoti.Youruglymakotiknows

aboutoursecret

Me:Whatsecret

Zenze:ThatyouthefatherofSfiso'schildren

Me:What

Zenze:Yougoingtokillher,Iwon'tallowthatugly

whoretogetinbetweenSfisoandI



Ilookather,shehaslostherdamnmind.

Sfiso

IarrivehomeandIamdeadasstiredallIwantis

mybed.Forsomanyyearsshehashiddenthis

truthfromme,Ican'tbelieveit.Sheentersthe

kitchenIwipemytears.

Phindile:Wherehaveyoubeen

Me:Iwantedsomefreshair

Phindile:Ibeencallingyouallnight

Me:Isawthat

Phindile:Sowhywereyounotansweringmycalls



Me:Phindile

Phindile:Don'tPhindilemewhydidn'tyouanswer

mycalls

Me:Ididn'twantto

Phindile:Why

Me:Ijustdidn'twanttookaynowcanyoustop

Phindile:OkaywhenyoucallandIamunreachable,

thatistheexactsamereasonIwillhave

Shewalksaway.

Penelope:Heydaddy



Shecomestomeandkissesmycheek.

Penelope:Longdayatwork..Hellodad

Me:Eydon'tfuckingtouchme

"HaiboSfiso"

Ilookatherthanhimandmyinsidesturn.

Zenze:Wathethisainganeyamikwenzenjan,

uyabonamdulomfaziuyasixabanisamanje(Why

areyoushoutingatmychild,what'swrong.Yousee

thiswomaniscausingchaos)

Penelope:Dad



Me:Idon'tgetyou,youknowyousuchahypocrite.

Ifyouloveyourmotherthatmuchwhydon'tyougo

livewithherandleaveSfisoalonehuh!Whydon't

youleavePenelope

Mdu:Bafo

Me:Thulawena(Shutup)

Phindilecomesback,shelooksatmeandfoldsher

arms.

Phindile:Goupstairstakeashowerandsleep

Me:Iamnotfinished

Phindile:NowSfiso



Irollmyeyes,sheraisesherhand.Iduckandlaugh.

Ihadn'tquiteleft,Idon'tknowwhatIwasdoingin

thehouse.WhenIwasleavingIoverheardPenelope

shouting.Iwasdisturbedanddisappointed,but

whatcrackedmeupfindingoutMduisthefatherof

mykids,betterhimthananoutsiderbutstillthis

breaksmyheart.

Mzwakhe

Theboystookmetothecomplextheywerebuilding.

Ihadsafetyboots,jacketandhelmettheworks.It

wascomingalonggood,shouldweevenbehere.I

don'twantanythingfallingonus.

Mandlenkosi:Whatareyouuglyducklingsdoing

here

Zithulele:Gladtoseeyoudoingyourjob

Mandlenkosi:YesMrBhenguyes



Ichuckle.Iamproudofthem.

Mandlenkosi:Yougood

Zakhele:Iamfine

Hesnaps.

Me:WhathaslovelyPenelopedonenow

Mandlenkosi:Iwonderhowshewillreactwhenshe

findsoutPhindileisyourmother

Theychuckle.

Zithulele:Mandlenkosistop



Mandlenkosi:Nolikeseriously

Me:Whatisgoingon

Mandlenkosi:Hisgirlfriendtoldmomtostayinher

lane

Zithulele:Mandlenkosi

Hediesinlaughter.

Me:Shedid

Zithulele:Mandlenkosiwenayoudon'tlikepeople

Mandlenkosi:YeahhalfofthetimeIwanttokillyou



guysandeatyouup(chuckling)yeah

Hewalksaway.

Me:Areyourmotherspowersmanifestingonyou

guys

Hewalksaway.

Zithulele:Zakhelewaitdon'tgo...comeMzwakhe

westillgottoinspectthewholething

Whatbut,Igotadatetopreparefor.

Phindile

IhitanerveandnowitlookslikeIgotahitonmy

back,ishereallygoingtokillme.Meofallpeople.



Me:Mdu

Mdu:Makoti

Me:Ukahleingqondoyakhongathilekude(Areyou

okayyourmindseemsfaraway)

Mdu:Ayngizicabangelaamakokoreshe(Iamjust

thinkingaboutnonsense)

Me:Haveyoueverkilledsomeonebefore

Helooksatme.

Me:Iamjustasking

Mdu:Areyougoingsomewherewiththis



Me:Youwouldhavetobereallypowerfultokillme

andIamnottalkingancestors,orstrengthening

yourself.Youhavetobeab*tchnopeamother

fucker,andifyoudodecidetokillmejustknow

yourwholeentirelifewillcomecrashingdownon

you

Hegetsupandstandsbefore.

Mdu:YouknowthetypeofmotherfuckerIam,

don'tgivemeareasontoactirrational

Istepclosertohim.

Me:Andwhileyouthreateningmethinkabout

wakingupthenextmorning

Idon'tknowhowtothreatenpeople,becauseIact



beforethepersoncanevendoanything.Everything

wasgoingokayuntilZenzeandtheseancestors

showedtheirass.

Mduduzi

Zenze:SeewhatImeansheisathreatandyou

needtotakeherout

Me:Noneofthiswouldbehappeningifyoustayed

backinthestatesyoumarried,howdidyoueven

findoutSfisohasagirlfriend

Zenze:Thatdoesn'tmattertakeheroutand

everythingwillbeokay

PhindileIamnotworriedabouther,sheis

dangerousbutsheisnotmyworry.Ihavetothink

aboutSfiso,myfamilyandMzwakhe.Sfisocannot

findoutaboutthis,hewillberuined.HelovedZenze

withallhisheart,Ithoughtgivinghimkidswould



tameher.Whereshestillwentaheadandcheated.

Zenze:Mdu

Me:Womangetoutofmyface,Ineedtothink

properly

Zenze:Lookattheproblemsshehasalready

caused.SfisoyellingatPenelopethiswomanisnot

goodatall

Ilookather,sheistheonecausingproblems.I

finishmydrinkandleave.
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Sfiso

Iheaddownstairsafterfresheningup.Phindile

musthaveleftme,Iwasn'tentirelyrudebutmy



heartwasbreaking.IwasdrunkandIdidmybestto

keepitcutereally,butIwillmakeituptoher.

Me:Sanibonani(Helloeveryone)

Shegivesmethatlookyouknowthatlookyour

womangivesafteryouhavefuckedup,thatcold

scarylookyeapthatstheoneshewasgivingme.

Tsepiso:Sfiso

Me:Maningahambi(Don'tgo)

Tsepiso:Akekhoonakekelaubabawenu(Nooneis

talkingcareofyourdad)

Me:Manginomfazingiyanidingaanikwazi

ukungishiya(Ihaveawomannowandyoucan't



leaveme.Ineedyouguys)

Tsepiso:Wedohavelivesyouknow

Ismile.

Mdu:Sanibona,sanbona(Hello,hello)

Musa:Makoticelaimaliyamiangisadlalimanje(I

wantmymoneynowplease,noplayinggamesnow)

Phindile:YouwereapainintheassIhadtoshut

youdown

Musa:Bystealingmymoney,youknowIworked

hard.Iworkedhardforthatmoney

Theylaugh.



Me:MducanItalktoyouforasecond

Mdu:Sure

Hefollowsme.Iamgoingtorockhisworldjusta

littlebit.....

Mdu:Whatwedoingheredidyoukillsomebody

Me:Notyethaveaseatbigbrother

Mdu:Everythingokay...WhattheSfiso

Me:Ipurchasedthisnotsolongago

Mdu:Isthisajoke



Me:Maybeletsfindout

Ipressthebuttonandamillionvoltselectrocute

him,Ilaugh.

Mdu:Areyoucrazy

Me:Whoseideawasforyoutogivebirthtomykids

Mdu:What

Ipressthebuttonagainandzap.

Me:Letsdothisagainwhothef***saidyoucan

sleepwithmywifeandgivemethosebastards



Mdu:SfisoI

Me:Wecandothisallday

Heisoutofbreath.

Mdu:Okay,Iwilltellyou.Iwilltellyousheistheone

whocametousandtoldusyoucouldn'thave

babies

Me:Whoisus

Mdu:Thewholefamily

Me:Youmeantotellmethewholefamilyknows,

youthefatherofmykids

Ipressthebuttonagain.



Mdu:Nosheca..Shecamewiththatideabutthe

familyturnedherdown,soshecametomeonthe

sidelinesandwasblackmailingme.AtthattimeI

wasn'tthinking

Me:Clearly

Mdu:Sf

Me:WhyMduwhy

Mdu:Ithoughtabouthowhappyyouwillbe,and

howmuchjoyitwillbringintoyourlife.Knowing

howbadlyyouwantedkids

Me:Soyouwentbehindmybackandthoughtthis

idiotwasnevergoingtofindout



Mdu:BroitwasneverlikethatIswear

Me:Hmmm

Mdu:Sfisopleasemyinsidesarehurting

Me:HerIunderstandsheiscrazyinthehead,you

myownbrotherbetraymelikethat.Ilovedthat

womanwithmywholeheart

Mdu:Sfisongiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)

Me:Asyoushould.ButIamgratefulyoudid

because,Iwouldn'tknowwhatagoodwomanfeels

like.TodayIamahappyhappyman

Mdu:Sfisostop



Me:YouthinkabouttouchingPhindile,Iwillkillyou

withmybarehands.Anotherthingmychildrenwill

neverknowyoutheirbiologicalfather,asfarasim

concernedyoutheiruncleokay

Izaphimonemoretime.

Me:Justforcontrol

Iwon'tliethisishurtingmeverybadly,myheartis

beingtornintoamillionpiecesagain.

Phindile

IwaslayinginbedIfeelokay,infactIfeltvery

overwhelmed.Thehardshipthatcomeswiththis

gift,Iturnintoasnake,Ihearstupidvoicesarguing

andtalkinginmyhead.Iamcompelledtohelpa

person,Iknoweverythingandseeeverything.I



don'twantthat,butitwasfunthough.Ihadsome

goodexperienceswithMamba.

Ifeelarmswraparoundmeandflowersplacednext

tome.

Sfiso:Pleasedon'tkillme,Iamforbeingalittlebit

rude-ish

Me:Wemakingupwordnow

Hekissesme.

Sfiso:Atleastitsmakingyoutalk

Me:Iwilltakeit

Sfiso:What



Isigh.

Me:Iwilltakebackmygift

Sfiso:Youserious

Me:Ijustneedyoutomakesureofsomethings

Sfiso:Okay

Me:Zenzehastogo.Keepmyhusbandandthe

fatherofmykidsawayfrommeandwecanhavea

goodlife

Sfiso:Idon'tthinkthatspossiblethosebastards

wouldnotletlivetoseethenextday



Ilaugh,westareateach.Ipinchmylipstogether,

hegrabsmywaistandkissmeonmyneck.Itiltmy

head,hishandgoesupsqueezingmyboob.

Mandlenkosi

Momfinallygivesin,sheistakingMambaback.I

amhappy,thishasbeenalongjourney.Iamhappy

wefinallyhere.

Dad:Whatareyoudoing

Hisvoicestartlesme.Ilookaround,Iemptiedout

allthecabinets.

Dad:Mandlenkosiwenzan

Me:Wehavingabigdinnertonight,Iamsettingup



Helooksatme,Iknow.Ihavebipolartendencies,

justlikemom.

Dad:Sonpleasedonotdothistoyourself,you

hurtingme

Ihughim.

Me:Don'tworryyouwon'tseemecrazyanymore.

MomistakingbackMamba

Zithulele:What

Me:Excitingright

Dad:Youserious

Me:Whatdoesshelovetoeat.Iknowsheloves



meat

Pearlappears.

Pearl:Whatdoyouneedmetodo,Iwilldoit

Me:Youfocusonthat,Icanhandlethis

Pearl:Yousure

Me:MaIgotthis

Dad:Mawhoyoucallingma

Thewholehouselaughs.Icanhandlethis,her

responsibilityismakingsurebabAyandaandmam

Nonhlecomeback.



Pearl:Shewon'tmakeiteasythough

Me:WeverymuchexpectthatbutIamgladthisis

happening

Pearl:OkayIwillbeonmyway

Dad:ReallyMandlenkosisheistakingthesnake

back

Iignorehim,IalreadysaiditandIdon'tlike

repeatingmyself.

Sfiso

Showerherwithlotsoforgasmandalliswell.Ilet

herrest,shetoldmeshehastogotothemansion

andstarttheprocessoftakinghergiftback.Iam



happyshegetstoliveandwespendtherestofour

livesmakingeachotherhappy,westillnotcancer

freebutsheisdoingextremelywell.

Penelope:Dad

Me:Yesmylove

Penelope:DidIdosomethingwrong

Me:Iwon'tcondonestraykids,youwerenever

raisedlikethat.HowdareyouspeaktoPhindilelike

thatasifyouwereagemates

Penelope:Shetoldyou

Me:IheardyouPenelope,Iheardyouwithbothmy

ears.Whatupsetsmethemost,youtoldmeto



bringherhere.Yourmotherentersmyroomprivate

roomPenelope,whileIamhavingsexandyoucall

thatamistake.Youweresohappyaboutmy

relationshipyet,youbringingitdown.Shehasn't

evendoneanythingtoyouforyoutoaddressherin

thatmanner

Shelooksdown.

Me:Thatwomanisgoingtobeofgreatimportance

toyouandyoujustruinedyourchances,wasI

wrongfortalkingtoyoulikethatmaybe,maybenot.

IfitscaredyouIapologize

Ican'ttellherthatsherboyfriendsmother,they

don'tlikeher.Idon'tknowhowtheyhaveshared

together.

Penelope:Dad



Me:IamgoingtosaythisagainifIbreakupwith

Phindileanditsbecauseofyourmother.Iwillnever

forgiveyou,becauseyoubroughtherback

Ileaveher,IthinkIwanttogolaydownnext

Phindile.
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Phindile

IwishIcanturnbackandgobackhomewithSfiso,

butIamherenow.Mandlenkosiapproachesthecar,

heisveryexcitedohmyboy.Mysweetlittle

handsomeboy.

Me:Youstayingorpickingmeuplater

Sfiso:Iwillbeclosebyincaseofanemergency



Ikisshimandstepoutofthecar,theanxietyIam

feelingrightnow.IamnotsureifIcanfacethis

familyonmyown,IlookbackatSfisohestepsout

ofthecar.

Me:Ican'tdothis

Hetakesmyhandandweheadinside.Weshould

havebroughtMusaandMdu,thosetwotheynot

afraidifyouwanttogothere.Theywillgothere

withyou,thehouseisbubblyeveryoneisinthe

mood.Theylookatusandinstantlybecomequiet,I

breatheout.

Thabiso:Dokotela

Hekeepsquiet.

Mzwakhe:Attitudeinsomeone'shouse



Mandlenkosi:Comemom,comehaveaseat

Mzwakheislookingatmewithsomuchanger,he

willlive.Sfisopullsoutthechairforme,heholds

myhandwhileIsitdown.HemakessureIam

settledandhesitsdownnexttome,Iplacemy

handonhisthigh.

Linda:Ubanimanjefuthlo(Whoisthisnow)

Idon'tevenfeelliketalkingtothem.

Thobani:Comeonyoucan'thateus,ithasalways

beenbrosbeforehoesmommy

Idon'tthinktheyknowthemeaningofthat.



Zithulele:Mom

Hekissesmycheek,whycan'tIspeak.Ijustsmile

athim,theylookhandsomejustliketheirfather.

Mandlenkosi:Youknowwedo

Ilookdown.

Thabiso:Somommyunjankodwa(Howareyou)

Sfisolockhishandwithmineandsqueezeit.

Me:IamgreatThabiso

Thabiso:Thatawesomewouldyoulikeanythingto

eat,someat



Me:Iamnotthatanymore

Mzwakhe:OkayMandlenkosiwhatistheorderof

theday

Mandlenkosi:Nothingreallywejustgoingtohavea

goodtime,askwhatyouneedtoask.Iknowyou

burninginside

Iclearmythroat.

Mandlenkosi:Iamsohappyyoutakinghimback

Me:Iamnottakinghimbackbaby

Zakhele:Awma



Me:Youdoingagreatjobheisamanandheneeds

aman'sbody,notsomeolddyingmagogolikeme

Mzwakhe:Sowhyyouhere,noitsasimplequestion

yalldon'tneedtobelookingatmelikethat.You

heretoshowcaseyourboyfriendwhatisheactually

Me:Andhelovesmetothemoonandback

Thabiso:Youtoooldtobehavingboyfriends

Me:IfIamoldwhatisMzwakhe

Thabiso:Yourmanaren'tyouguysmarried

Theyannoyingme.

Mzwakhe



Ithoughtthiswasafamilyideawhydidshehave

bringthismanaround.Igulpdownmydrinkand

pouranotherone.

Mandlenkosi:Okayeveryoneyallarealittletense,

howaboutweplaysomemusic

Phindile:No

Everyonelooksather,wheredidthatvoicecome

from.

Mandlenkosi:Istheredon'tblockhim,younever

goingtowin

Sheexhalesout.

Mandlenkosi:JokesonyouIwouldn'tdoanything



yournotcomfortablewith.Weherenowthere's

nothingtofight,thegiftwasneveryourstogive

away.Neitherwasitforyoualsodad,thingsarelike

thisbecauseyougaveawaysomethingthatwas

meanttobeyoursandyoursonly

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemtakingherback,Idon't

knowaboutyourmother

Mandlenkosi:Sheistakingitback

Me:ThatswhyIstillhaveitstattoo

Mandlenkosi:Prettymuchdoesanyonehave

anythingtoairout.Whenmomtakesover,itsgoing

tobelit

Me:Ihaveaquestion,whydidyousendmykids

away



Phindile:Youshouldaskyourkidswhythingsare

likethis

Me:ButyoutheirmotherandIamtalkingtoyou

Phindile:Okayafterhurtingmewhatmadeyou

thinkyouaregoingtoliveahappilyeverafter,what

whereyouguystoldfromthebeginning.Youever

hurtmebadthingsaregoingtohappen

Me:I

Phindile:NoMzwakheIdon'treallyunderstand

whatIdid,becauseallofyouwereonhisside.You

hurtingmemakeseveryonesuffer,evenifitsnot

youwhodoesit.Youstillsufferyourjobwasto

alwayskeepmehappy,Lindanidoyouwanttosay

something.Sakhilewenadoyoualsohavea

problemwithme.Itcouldhavebeenmuchworse,



youcouldhavelosteverything

AlexandNothandoshowup.

Alex:Wedidn'tcheat

Nothando:AndIwouldneverdreamofhurtingyou

Alex:Wewereapartoftheconsequences

Phindile:Stilltillthisdayeverythingisaboutyou

andwhatyouguyswant.UnfortunatelyIcouldn't

saveyoufromtheirwrath,Igotsick.Theywill

explaintoyouwhathappened.Asfarasyourkids

go,Zithulelewhydon'tyoutalktoyourfatherand

explainwhatisgoingon.Iamnotgoingtodiefor

yoursins



Helooksdown.

Phindile:Goontellyourfather

Zithulele:Yougettingbackwithhim

Phindile:Ifyouthinkusgettingbacktogetherwill

changethesituation,yourmistakensopleasejust

tellhimandyoucangobacktohatingme.Itsokay

mommycanhandleitshe'sabiggirl

Me:Tellmewhat

Helooksatme.

Zithulele:Okaythan,ourliveswereindanger.Like

youifanycreaturegotaholdofusmajorthings

weregoingtohappennotallofthemweredefeated



fastforward,youprobablywouldhavegottena

chancetoraiseupbutyouleftmom

Me:Youpunishedmeforleavingyou,didn'tyousay

wheneverIdon'tfeelthesameaboutyou.Imustlet

yougo

Phindile:Heisnotfinished

Zithulele:Thatsexactlywhyyoucouldn'traiseus.

Whydoyougettobehappyandshedoesn't,we

decidednottocomebackandhatethebothofyou.

Wewaitedandwaitedforyoutogetbacktogether,

butyougotworse.Everythinghasaconsequence,

andwewereapartofthatconsequence

Ilookathimlikehedidnotjustsaythat.

Zithulele:Weloveyouguysandweunderstand



momhadtoprotectus.Shedidwhatamotherhad

todo

Me:Isthistrue

Zithulele:Sheknewandshewentalongwithit

Ichuckle.

Me:Wow,wowyouguys

Whatthehellisthisboysaying.

Mduduzi

Inevermeanttohurtmybrotherinanykindofway.

Iswearonmymom'sgrave,Inevermeanttohurt

him.Mybodyisinshambles,Iseeherandquickly

exit.



Zenze:Mdu,Mdurunningawayisnotgoingtohelp

solveourproblems

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemyoudo

Zenze:YouthinkSfisoisgoingtoforgiveyouonce

helearnsyouthefatherofthosekids

Me:Sfisohasforgivenmeyouontheotherhand,if

youkeeponprovokingthiswomanyouwilllose

Sfisoandyourkidswillhateyou

Zenze:Whatdoyoumean

Me:YounotagoodpersonandIamtiredofbeing

yourb*tch.IfSfisofindsoutatleastthetruthwillbe

out



Zenze:Sincewhenareyouscared

Me:Doyouknowwhosefamilythiswomanbelongs

tothethingstheywilldo,itgotnothingtodowith

beingsacred.Ilikeherandsheisgoodformy

brother,Ihaven'tseenhimthishappyinwellnever.

Iamgoingtosleep,youshouldstartpackingyour

bags.There'snoplaceforyouinSfiso'sheart

Zenze:Mdu

Iamgladheknows,stilldoesn'tmakeitrightwhatI

did.ButIamokayheknowseverybodycanmove

onwiththeirlives.

Phindile

Theyforgetthatwhenyouhurtme,theyhurtten

timesmore.Someofthemarenotokayintheir



relationships,thekidsalsogotsometypeof

punishment.Thereissomedeeprootedissueshere

butwegotovertheworst,Iwanttogohomenow.I

canalreadyfeelhim,Ican'tjusttakehimyetbutI

willtakehim.

Mandlenkosi:Ma

Me:Ngiyophumulamanjeay(Iamgoingtorest

now)

Hehugsme.

Mandlenkosi:Icanhandlebeingcalledcrazy,

bipolaralunatic,madman.Icanhandleallofthat,

butIcan'thandlemymotherdyingnorwillIallowit.

Ineedyou,youabouttobeagrandmothersocan

wepleasegetthisoveranddonewith



Theycomeoutalsoandgivemehugs.Ohmy

babiesmysweetbabies.

[06/22,12:24].:32

Zakhele

Penelopecametovisitmeshehasbeenventing

aboutmom.Iknowwemayhavebeenoutofhand

lately,butdon'tdisrespectmymom'slikethatwho

doesshethinksheis.

Me:Youdon'tthinkyoubeingtohardonher

Penelope:Momisrightabouthersheisab*tch

Me:Isthathowyouseeallelders

Penelope:Nojusther,Iwonderwhoisherfamily.I

amsuretheycan'tstandherbecauseofthe



evilnessthatsheis

Myphonebeeps"Ohnoshedidn't"

Me:Howwouldyoufeelaboutmeetingmymom

Penelope:Didn'tyousayshewasdead

Me:Weweregoingthroughsomefamilydrama,I

willexplainsomeothertime

Penelope:Yousure

Me:Yesthatwayyoucanalsomeetmydad

Penelope:Yourscaryfather



Me:Heisbigteddybearthatone

Penelope:Whatisyourmotherlike

Me:She'sverybeautiful,quitestrictshedoesn't

takebullshit.Butshe'salsoasweetheart

Penelope:Thatdoesn'tsoundgood

Me:Don'tworrytheyaregoingtoloveyou,Ihopeso

Penelope:OkayIwillseeyou,youlookbusy

Me:Neverbeentobusyforyoumylove

Sheblowsmeakissandleaves



Ichuckle.

Zithulele

KimberlyandIweregoingovermyschedule,didwe

hurtdadyes.Dowecare0.5%whymusttheybe

happyreally.Wecouldbelosingmomandnoneof

themseemedtobeworriedaboutthat.Thedoor

opensandthequeenwalksin,carryingsomething.

Kim:Sorrymadowehaveanappointment

Ma:NoIboughtsomegoodiesformyfavoriteboy

Me:YousureitsnotMandlenkosi

Shelaughs,Ihugher.

Me:Hmmyousmilenice



Ma:Thankyou

Itakethebasketfromher.

Me:Kimberlythisismymother,momthisis

Kimberly

Kim:Wow

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Ma:IthoughtIwouldcomecheckonmyson'sand

beamomyouknow

Itakeabiteofthecookieshebought,Zakhele.He

standsbehindher.



Me:Waitletmesnapyou,dadisgoingtogocrazy

Zakhele:Yewenaumenomfaziwami(Whyyou

standingbehindmywife)

Heimitateshisvoicewelaugh,whoknewonetense

dinnercanmakeahugedifference.

Kim:Excuseme

Me:Waitphelamabengifunaukunazisawazitshela

ngam(Iwantedtointroducehertoyouandshewas

nothavingit)

Ma:She'spretty

Me:Iknow



Kim:Thankyou

Shelooksdown.

Zakhele:Canwehaveanotherdinnerorpartythis

weekend.Ayweallowedtoseeyounowregardless

ofwhatourintentionsare

Hegrabsacookieandleaves.

Mzwakhe

IfinallygettoseeSbahleandventtoheralittlebit.I

understandnoteverythingisaboutMzwakhe

Bhengu,ifthat'showtheyfeltIcan'tchangethat.I

wishedtheyhadtoldmethough,Iguessthatwas

mypunishment.

Sbahle:Yougoingtofixthingsnow



Me:Ifonlyshewilltakemycallsandreplytomy

messages

Sbahle:Shewillcoolofgivehertime

Myphonebeeps"Mom'sgoingtobevisitingthis

weekend"

Me:Sheiscomingoveragain

Sbahle:Seeitsnotevenbabystepsanymore

Me:Youjustlikeher

Sbahle:Whothegirlwithnoname



Me:HernamewasNthatishewasaballoffire

Sbahle:Doyoustilllovetheseladiesyoualways

talkaboutthem

Me:Myapologiescanyoucomeoverthisweekend

Sbahle:Iwillpass

EverytimeIbringthatupshepolityrefuses,why

doesn'tshewanttomeetmyfamily.

Phindile

Itwasgoodseeingmykidsdidn'tseeallofthem,

justhandsomeCEOZithuleleBhenguandhis

partnerZakhele.Iarrivehomeandthemooddrops,

Penelopeandhermotherhaveitoutforme.Sfiso

wenttoworkIshouldhavegonetohimafterthat,I

enterthekitchenandtheybusy.Theyseemeand



laugh,Irollmyeyesontheinside.

Me:IthoughtSfisotoldyouthekitchenwasoff

limits

Zenze:SeePenelopeIdidn'tevendoanythingand

shewantstopickafightwithme

Penelope:Carefulmothershemightrunoffto

daddy

Mdu:Penelope

Me:Itsokay

Hegivesthemastinkeye.

Zenze:Comebabyclearlywenotneededhere



Theywalkaway.

Mdu:Sisiungabanaki(Don'tmindthem)

Iamnotgoingtostandforthis,Igrabmythings

andleave.

Sfiso

Receptionletsmeknowawomancametoseeme,

thatcanonlybePenelope'smother.Whatiswrong

withher,whycan'tsheleavemealone.Mydoor

opens,Ihadmychairturned"

"Thankyou"

Iquicklyturnaroundandonmyfeet.



Me:Phindilewhydidn'tyoucallme

Phindile:Ibeenwaitingforyou

Me:Thatwasyou,Ithoughtnevermindwhatare

youdoinghere

Phindile:IfIstayhome,Iamgoingtolosemymind

Me:Whathappenednow

Phindile:Theymakingmeanevilstepmother.That

womanhasherclawsdeepwithinPenelope

Me:Iwouldchoosemykidsanydayoveranybody,

buttheytheonesturningonme

Phindile:Idon'twanttosleeptheretonight



Me:Okay...Uhmcanwetalkaboutsomething

Phindile:Yeah

Me:Divorcingyourhusband

Shechuckles.

Me:Whatisit

Phindile:Ihavecomplicatedmarriagepapers,it

wouldtakeamiracletogetmeout,butwecanstart

theprocess

Me:Divorcesain'teasyIknow,Ihavefirsthand

experience



Shegetsupandwalksaroundthetable,Ipullmy

chairback.Shestraddlesme,Ibrushherbootyand

spankit.
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Fewdayslater

Zithulele

Allbigeventsareheldatthepresidentshouse,

becauseofhowdadactedtheyhaddisownedhim

andexcludedhimfromeverything.Todayisalittle

bitdifferentandwhatsevenbetter,momcameand

shewashelpingaround.Ibeenworkingfromhome

goingtotheofficeisadread,Ilovespendingtime

withmyfamily.

BabThabiso:Phindileisyourboyfriendcoming

over



Helaughs.

Ma:Iwillgladlyleave,Iamonlyherebecauseofmy

children

BabThabiso:Awmommyngiyabuza(Iamjust

asking)

Me:Babacelauyekeumawami(Dadpleaseleave

mymotheralone)

BabThabiso:Manjewenzanoo2million

Isnatchthepapersawayfromhim.

Me:Whyyouinmybusiness

BabThabiso:Ayjustlooking



Me:IfyouwanttoknowyoucanaskIwilltakeyou

onatrip

BabThabiso:Constructiontripreally

Me:Yeahbutjustnotthesepapers,dadenjoyed

himself

BabThabiso:Ibethewasdyinginside

Welaugh.Dadenterswithflowers,hegivesthemto

mom.

Dad:Foryou

Mom:Thankyou



Dad:Sanibonani

BabThabiso:Bafo

Dad:Whatyoudoing

Me:Stopit,IamgoingtomyroombecauseIhave

nopeaceinthishouse

Dad:Ihopeyounotdoinganythingshady

Me:Irunabillionrandconstructioncompany,I

makeamillioninanhourwhatcanyougiveme

Dad:Comeonnow

Ihavetohidethesepapersinasafe,itsasurprise

forthem.Wearebuildingthemanewhouse,weare



goingtogetridofthatmansioneventhoughitsan

ancestralhouse.Wealsogoingtomovethose

ancestors,toomanybadmemories.

Me:Excuseme

Zakhele

IhadtofetchPenelope,sheinvitedhermothereven

better.Itoldheritsaparty,theygetinthecar.

Penelope:HeyIhopeyoudon'tmindIbroughtmom

Me:Notatallgooddayma

MrsXavier:Sawubonandodanahmmheispretty

Myphonerings.



Me:Ndlovukazi

Ma:Whereareyoucanyoupassbythemalland

getusafewthings

Me:Okayloveytextme

Shehungsup.

Me:Thatsmomyouguysdon'tmindifwepassby

themall

MrsXavier:NotatallplusIneedtograbafew

thingsmyself

Penelope:Thatvoicesoundsfamiliar

Iignoreherandstartthecar.



Penelope:Iamnervous

Me:Why

Penelope:Duhitsyourmother

Me:Momdoesn'tbite

Penelope:Isshecrazierthanyourfamily

Nobodycantopuswithbeingcrazyweborn

psychosItellyou.

Me:Babyrelaxokayjustbeyourself

MrsXavier:Anywordfromyourfather,wehaven't



heardfromhim

Penelope:It'sthatwhore,shewentagainandran

hermouthandmadeuslooklikethebadguys

Ican'twaittogethome,Iwillprobablytakeabreak

fromthis,Iwillnotstandherdisrespectingmom

likethis.

Sfiso

Iwasnotlookingforwardtothislunchparty

whatever.PhindileandIhavebeenstayingina

hotel,IhaveahousebutIcan'tcomfortablystayin

it.Shehasbeenhappyandthat'sallthatmatters.

Phindile:SfisoyouhavetocomeotherwiseIam

goingtodie

Ilaugh.



Me:Iwillcomeonlyforyouoryoucanjustbring

meadoggybagandwecangobackhome

Phindile:Goinghomeobviouslywewill,butyou

havetocomebecauseitwillbelitinhere.Mysonis

introducingmetoyourdaughter

Me:Youwhorebetterbegoodtomybabygirl

Phindile:Iwillbepettyjustlikeher,ifshechooses

toapologizes.Iwilllaughandwalkaway

Me:Baby

Phindile:Shemustdaremenotinfrontofmyfamily

Welaugh.



Me:Okayletmefinishuphere,Iwillgofreshenup

thancomefetchyou

Phindile:Pleasedon'tforgetanything.Ipacked

everythingalready

Me:OkayIloveyou

Phindile:Iloveyoutoo

Shehungsup,Myphoneringsagain.Iignoreit,I

amnotinthemoodforthesetwo.MaybeIshould

bringMusaandMduwithme,thatfamilyisweird

andcrazy.

Zakhele

Me:TellmeagainwhyIhadtofetchyou



BabSakhile:Ifyoudidn'twanttoyoucouldhave

saidso

Me:AndhavedadkillmeIdon'tthinksoandIhad

thingstobuyformom,nowyoumakingmelate

BabSakhile:Boyshutupanddrive

Ilaugh,ItaketheturnleadingtobabThabiso's

house.

BabSakhile:Lookatthisfool

IcallZithulele.

Zithulele:What



Me:Openthegate

Zithulele:Hesaidnooneisparkinginhishouse,so

everyoneisparkingoutside

ThefuckIam.

Me:IhaveguestsIain'tparkingoutsidesoopenthe

gate

Zithulele:Ma

Theylaugh.

Me:Thisisridiculous

Acarpullsupinfrontofus,aladyinblacksteps

out.Itsmom,thegateopensIquicklydrivein.



Zithulele

Everythingwasjustturnedupitslikenobodywas

fightingoranything,everyone'sdrinking,eating.

Whenitcomestohavingagoodtime,wedon'tmiss

abeat.IwassuperdrunkandIwantedKimsobad.

Me:Thereheis

Zakhele:Sorryguyswelate

BabSakhile:Ninje

Welaugh.Wedefinitelygettingwasted

Zakhele:EveryonethisisPenelopewhichyallknow

already,thisishermotherMrsXavier,mameetmy

family



BabThobani:Soshe'stheonedisrespectingour

queen

Dad:Thisisher,shedoesn'tlooklikethetype

Haatheydon'tevenwaitforhertositdown,Iam

hereforthedramathat'salwaysthefunpart.They

lookconfused.

Phindile

IamsaddenedbythefactSfisodidn'twanttocome,

IunderstandwhenIwanttogohomeIwilljusttext

himandhewillfetchme.Ilookatthemfromthe

kitchen,itsalreadytense.

Rato:Mamawozabowebeenwaitingforyou



Ilaugh.

Me:Leratokodwa

Thabiso:Hawuuphiuboyfriend

Theylaugh.

Me:Ngizohambanjalo

Linda:Eyngangifunaukuthathananayengalela

langakwashoukuthkuzoqhamukauNoks(Iso

badlywantedtopickafightwithhimthatday,but

mywifeshowedup)

Thobani:NgathukanamiuLindaniwonke(Iwas

surprisedawholeLindaniquiet)



Me:Akafaninaniuwudokotelaunomsebenze

akanasoiskhathisomsangano(Heisnotlikeyou

guys,heisadoctorhegotajob.Hedoesn'thave

timefornonsense)

IstareatPenelope,shehasthisdisgustedlookon

herface.

Zakhele:Uhmmom

Me:Yesmybaby

Shelooksathim.

Zakhele:MomIwouldlikeyoutomeetmygirlfriend

Penelope,Penelopethisismymother

Shechokesonherdrink.



Me:She'sprettyhisweetiepie

Zakhele

Icanneverbewithsomeonewhodisrespectmom

nomatterhowbadourrelationshipis.Sheisnotan

evilperson.Shetakescareofeveryoneandmakes

suretheyokaybeforeher.Iknowtheywon'tbelieve

thisbutIwasgettingtiredofhercallingmomoutof

hername.

Mandlenkosijoinsushehasfinallywokenup.

Mandlenkosi:Heyma

Hekissesheronthecheek.

Mandlenkosi:Heydad



Dad:Youhungry

Mandlenkosi:Justalittlebit

Penelope:Zakhele

Me:YesPenelopethisisthewhoreyoubeentalking

about

Langa:Thenerve

Zithulele:Callingourmotherawhorewow,clearly

there'snorespectwhatsoever.Youwerenot

broughtupwell.Whodoyouthinkyouare

Mandlenkosilaysonhershoulder,shegiveshim

kissesallover.Hesmiles.Idon'twantittobeabig



scene

Mandlenkosi:Ma,itsdifferentwhendaddoesit,

becauseheisgentlewenamanoIamjoking

Theylaugh.

BabThabiso:Okayeveryoneeventhoughwe

missingafew,attheendofthedayweareafamily.

Iwantustoletgoofthedramaandwejustlove

eachotherfromhereon.Phindilethankyoufor

everythingthatyoudoandtheamazingwomanyou

are.Thisoneisforyoulookatyourfamily,your

husband,yourkidsthisisallyou.TodayIgiveyou

thetitleofqueenmatriarch,toyoumommy

Us:Toyoumom/mommy

BabLindani:AwuyishayeSkhuluAwuyishaye



BabSakhile:Mommy

Theygocrazy,IlookatPenelopedoIcarewhat's

goingoninhermindno.Myfamilyistooexcitedfor

mombeinghere,theyignoringthis.Theywillmake

sureshefeelsitthough.

[06/22,12:25].:34

Sfiso

Webackhome,phindilewasinaverygoodmood.

Therewerebeautifulhydrangeasontheisland.

Me:Everythingwentwell

Phindile:Youshouldhavebeenthere

Me:IloveyoubutIdon'thavethepatiencetobe



dealingwithyourfamily

Phindile:Ihadgoodtime

Me:Whathappened

Phindile:Shewasfrozen,shecouldn'tspeakher

andhermothercouldn'tganguponme.Atfirstshe

gavelikeareallynastylook,atthementionofthisis

mymother.Myheartwasrejoicing,itdidn'tlooklike

theycaredbutshesurefeltit

Me:Isaw,shewalkedinandruntoherroom

Idon'tunderstandwhyPenelopeallowingher

mothertomanipulateherlikethis,becauseshe

knowsevertimeshepopsup.Sheisheretocause

trouble.



Me:Youdidn'thither

Phindile:Iwantedtohitthatwoman,buttheystood

nochance.Shehadhermouthshut

Thisisclearlymakingherhappy.

Me:Whoboughtyouthese

Phindile:Myhthefatherofmychildren

Shesniffsthemandsmile.

Phindile:Yougoingtoworktoday

Me:Unfortunately



Shelooksdisappointed.

Me:Icantakehalfday

Phindile:Okay

Myphonebeeps,Ismile.

Zakhele

Penelopeaskedtoseeme,wewerehavinga

breakfastdate.Shedidn'tlookokay,shekeeps

stealingjabsatmeandrubbingherhandstogether.

Me:Youwantedtoseeme

Shecries.Ourfoodcomes,sheneedstospeakup.I

haveabusydayahead.



Me:Penelope

Penelope:Iamsorry

Me:Youshouldbe

Penelope:Ididn'tknowshewasyourmother

Me:Idon'tknowyoutoobedisrespectful,youthe

samepersonwhowasveryworriedabouther.Yet

todayyoucallinghernames,whathasshedoneto

youPenelope.Whathasmymotherdonetoyou,did

shehityou,feedyoupoison,makeyoudisrespect

elders.Whathasshedonetoyou,forhertodeserve

such

Shecrieslookingaway.



Me:Youweren'tcryingwhen,youcalledhera

whore,b*tch.Youweretheremoghel,youwere

there.Ithink,Iheardenough.Ihaveameetingto

attend,youhaveyourselfagoodday

Ileavemoneyonthetableandleave.

Zithulele:Whereareyou

Me:Iamonmyway

Zithulele:Howdiditgo

Me:Ahshewillbefine,tenminutesIamthere

Zithulele:Okaybro

Hehungsup,sometimeapartwilldousgood.



Mandlenkosi

Thismomentrightherewassurreal,Pearlandbab

NtandowereincourtattendingbabAyanda'strial.

Wecouldn'tletanyoneknowincasethingsdidn'tgo

well,Iamprayingandhopingtheyhaveforgiven

him.

Dad:Mandlenkosi

Me:Hmmm

Dad:Youokay

Mandlenkosi:Iamfinefather

Heputshishandonmyforehead.



Dad:Didyousiblingsfight

Me:ofcoursewefought

Dad:Mom

Me:Momisokay

Dad:Youallowedtotellusnowifthere'saproblem

Me:Momisokayandhappy

BabSakhile:Skhulu

Dad:Hi

BabSakhile:Whatisupwithyou



Itouchhishand.

BabSakhile:Mandlenkosi

Me:YeahatleastyouthesaneoneIcanburnwith

you

Iexcusemyself.

Phindile

Inamatterofhoursthingsdrasticallychanged.My

moodwasverytense,thepaincamebackthe

ancestorsmustbeuptosomething.

Zenze:Wellhowmuchmoneydidyouhavetopay

forthatgrandperformance.Ishereallyyourson,he

looksnothinglikeyou



Me:YourkidslooknothinglikeSfiso

Zenze:Donotthinkwearegoingtofallforyour

patheticlieshaveyounoshame

Me:You

Isighsheisnotevenworthit.Iwouldkillforthe

loveandaffectionfrommykidsandherallcares

aboutisSfiso.

"Makoti"

Me:Babasawubona

MrNkosi:Ngabekonkekuhambakahle(Is

everythingokay)



Me:Yebobabakonkekuhambakahle(Yes

everythingisokay)

Itakehisbags,theauntsmusthavecalledhim.

Pearl

Iwasexperiencingallkindsofemotions,wewere

attendingAyanda'sappealcourtcase.Ihopehe

hasforgivenMzwakhe.

Judge:howdoesthedefensepleaditscase

Lindo:Notguiltymylord

Helooksattheprosecutor.

Prosecutor:Mylorditseemsnewevidencehas



surfaced

Hehandsthepaperstothebailiff,andhehandsit

tothejudge.Ntandosqueezesmyhand.

Judge:Areyouawareofthis

Lindo:Yesmylorditseemsmyclientwas

wrongfullyaccused,ifitpleasesthecourtIaskfor

myclienttobeacquitted.Hehasafamilyandkids

thatdon'tknowhim

Judge:Courtisinrecess

YoohMambapleasegiveusabreak.

Mandlenkosi

Hewaspacingupanddownfrustratingme.I



thoughtIcouldsleepbutthiswashectic,myhead

isbanginganybodyopenstheirmouth.Iamgoing

topunchthemseriously.

Dad:Sakhile

Hesitsdown.Afterafewseconds,theheadache

stops.Iruntowhatwasoncemom'sprivateroom.

Pearl

Ihavethisunexplainedjoyinmyheart.Ayandais

out,Nonhlewepleadedhercaseandbothoftheare

out.

Ayanda:Stopcryingphelaweherenow

Me:ThatsnotwhyIamcrying



WemeanttopassbyPhindile,butIdon'tthinkshe

willbeabletohandlethis.

Ayanda:AndyouIthoughtyoudied

Myphonerings.

Me:Theyout

Mandlenkosi:Praisethelord

Me:Whatdowedo

Mandlenkosi:Althoughthiswillbebadforher,we

needto.Sheneedstoseethem,wecannotgiveher

anopportunitytogobackonherword.Theonly

reasonshewasholdingback,sheneededthosetwo

out



Me:Okayfirstthingtomorrowweshallseeher

Theyout.
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Sfiso

Dadcalledameeting.Idon'twantthemtobe

suckedinZenze'sdrama,Phindilewasnotfeeling

okaysoweletherrest.AlthoughIfeellikeshe

shouldwitnessthis,Iamtiredofthiswoman.I

woulddoanythingtomakehervanishcompletely.

Dad:Yabonalentoeyenzekalaakufaneleneze

engabeyenzeka,inkingayenuikuphingempela

(What'shappeninghereshouldn'tevenbe

happening,whatistheproblemreally)

Thandazo:Ngempelawenamfazingempela



ubekwayinila(Honestlywhatareyoudoinghere)

Tsepiso:Akukwaziukuthizingane,zindalalezinto(It

can'tbebecauseofthekids,theygrownupnow)

Dad:AwushadangamakaPenelope(Areyounot

married).Wenziwayiningempelaulandelanano

Sfiso,yinileoyifunayokuyena(Whatisreally

makingyoufollowSfisolikethis,whatdoeshehave

thatyouwant)

Thisgottobeinteresting.

Thandazo:Sikhathelekeuwena,asizukuvumele

ungenekulomndeniuphindeuzowumoshafuth(We

tiredofyouandwenotgoingtoallowyoutocome

destroyourfamilyagain)

Nathanenterswithmylawyer,hehasabrown



envelopewithhim.

Me:AwMrXaba

Xaba:Singakhuluma(Canwetalk)

Me:Akenikhulumenayesengikhathelemina

(Pleasetalktoher,Iamtiredofher)

Hefollowsmetothestudy.

Zithulele

IarriveatworkandcallKimberlytomyoffice,there

isaboxonmytable.Whatisitdoinghere,who

broughtithere.

Kim:Heyboss



Me:Whatisthis

Kim:Foryou

Me:Me

Kim:Yes

Me:Fromwho

Kim:Me

Me:Okaythankyouhitmewithit

Kim:Pedroandson

Me:Stop



Kim:Theywantyoutobuildofficesforthemoutof

thecountry.IknoweveryoneisbusysoIschedulea

meetinginthenextcomingdays,togooverthe

contract

Me:WowIamgoingtoberich

Kim:Andyoufreefrom12:00onwards

Me:Thankyoubaby

Sheleaves.Iopenmygiftandsmile.

Me:Gooddayma'amyesIwouldliketoplacean

orderforabouquetofredroses,doyouhaveany

hydrangeas.Okaypleasedoamixofyourfinest

hydrangeas



Iamspoilingmyladies,Iwonderhowmomisdoing.

Shehasn'ttextedorcalled,Ihopethiswillcheerher

up.

Sfiso

IfinishmyconferencecallandheadtoPhindile.I

hopemyfamilyputsomesenseintoZenze,theonly

thingthatwillshutherdownisifItellmykidsIam

nottheredaddy.Ientermyroomandsheisupbut

layingonthebed.

Me:Phindiledon'tbedyingnow

Phindile:Youwish

Me:Thereyougo



Phindile:Whatisthis

Me:Openit

Sheopenstheenvelopeandtakesoutthepapers.

Phindile:Youboughtland

Me:Youcanstartbuildingyourownhouse

Phindile:Inmyname

Me:Inyournamemydarling

Shejumpsonme.

Phindile:Youserious



Me:Ihaveneverbeensosureofsomethinglikethis

Iboughtalandandahouseifthiswoman

continuescausingdrama,Iwillsellmyhouseand

moveintomynewplacewithoutanybodyfinding

out.

"Bafo"

Igetupandopenthedoor.

Me:Mdu

Mdu:Khonaabacelaumakoti(Theyrequestingfor

Phindile)

Shegetsupandweheadout.



Phindile

Ihavenoenergytoseeanybody,butifitsmykids.I

willseethem,Sfisoholdsmyhandthepaininmy

stomachgetsunbearable.Iholdontohim,tightly.

Sfiso:Haveyoueaten

Me:NobutIwantsomefood

Weenterthekitchen,mykneesfailmeIfalldown.

Sfiso:Phindile!

Mzwakhe

Mysoncomesrunningdown.



Thabiso:Yini

Mandlenkosi:Mom'sbeingrushedtothehospital

Me:What

Wegrabourthingsandfollowhim.

Zithulele:Myfavoritefather

Me:Momisbeingrushedtothehospital
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Sfiso

InthemiddleofusrushingPhindiletothehospital,

wecouldn'tleave.Thecloudsgathereditstarted

pouringreallybad,thecarsweren'tstarting.Iguess

someforcesdidn'twantustoleave,itsstillraining



butitslightrain.

Me:YoumustbeNonhleandthearrestedbrother

Hechuckles.

Me:OkayIdon'tmeantoberudebut

Ayanda:Bafoeyaboungayingeni(Don'tinvolve

yourselfman)

Me:ChamfokaBhengungizoyingenangobamanje

ngasempilweniakaphathekilekahleneze(NoIam

goingtogetinvolved,becausehealthwisesheis

notokay)

"Goodmorning"



Welookup.NonhleandAyandagetup,shehugs

him.

Ayanda:Nonodon'tcryPhindile

IfeellightIshouldgivethemspace,thethreeof

themcomforteachother.Igetupandexcuse

myself.

Phindile:Youhere

Ayanda:Sisiungakhali(Pleasedon'tcry)

Zithulele

Dadwasstressingovermom,allofusarebutthe

weatherchangedandwecouldn'treachher.Ithink

sheisokayconsideringMandlenkosiisnotreally

worriedabouther,heisjusteatingupastorm.



BabThabiso:Mandlenkosiumaukahle

Mandlenkosi:Hmmmshejustfainted

Dad:Yousaidtheywererushinghertothehospital

Mandlenkosi:Andthanitrained

Igrabmyphoneandcallher.

Ma:Zithulele

Me:Ma

Ma:Heybabymommyisokayjustalittlefall



Me:Youdon'tsoundokay

Ma:Iamfinemybabythankyoufortheflowers

theybeautiful

Me:Okaywewillcheckonyoulater

Ma:OkayIloveyoumybaby

Me:Iloveyoutoomom

Ma:MzwakheIamfine

Ichuckleandhungup.

Me:Yallhearditfromthehorsesmouth



Zakhele:Pandson's

Me:Broyouunderstandhowmuchmoneywegoing

tobeswimmingin

Zakhele:KimscheduledforFriday

Me:Hmmhalfdayandwecanplanhowtogoabout

it

Weleave.

Phindile

NowthattheyareoutIamatpeace.Ifeelarms

wraparoundme.

Sfiso:Iwon'tmindkillingthebothofthem



Iturnaroundandkissme.

Sfiso:Wegood

Me:Iamatpeace

Sfiso:Okayquickquestion,youstilltakingyourgift..

AhPhindile

Me:IwilltakehimbackifIdon'thewillcontinue

destroyingthingsandlives

Sfiso:Okay,because

Heliftsmeup.Someoneclearstheirthroat,Iget

downandsmile.

Sfiso:Umuntunjenkosiyamiakasakwaiukuzijabuli



(Apersoncan'tsatisfyhimselfnow)

Ayanda:Whatisthewayforwardnow

Me:Takeasmuchtimeasyouneed,youcan

occupytheguestshouse.Mandlenkosiwillneedto

cleanseyou

Nonhle:IwillbehappyifIdon'tseethatfamily

Mdu:Helloeverybody

Sfiso:Bafo

Mdu:Weboughtsomemeatcanyouladiesyou

knowwhipupsomepapsaladsyouknow.Thisis

foryou



Me:Thankyou.Nobodycantopyourgiftbabyits

thebiggestandbaddestofthemall

Hekissesmycheek,theyheadout.

Ayanda:Phindile

Musa:Don'tworryyaboninanizoyikhiphaimali

yami(Youwillpaybackmymoney)

Theylaugh,Istartpreparingthemeat.

Sfiso

Wewereinthebackyardhavingdrinks,Mduwas

startingthefire.

Me:Sohowdoesitfeeltobeout



Ayanda:Ithasn'tsunkinyet

Hechuckles.

Ayanda:Howwouldyoufeelifyourbrothergotyou

arrested,forhavingawifethatremindedhimofhis

exthathehatessomuchwithpassion

Me:Manthat'scold

Ayanda:Exactly

Me:Youthinkyouevergoingtoforgivehim

Ayanda:Inorderformetobeout,Ihadtoforgive

him,butIamdefinitelynotgoingtoforget.Iamnot

goingtobelaughingwiththemanytimesoon



Nonhle:Boys

Me:Issheyourwife

Ayanda:She'severythingtome

Me:Icantell

Ayanda:Howdidyougettodateourqueen

Musa:Whyyallkeepcallingherqueen

Ayanda:Sheisaqueenourgreatgogowasa

princess,ourancestorsgaveherthethroneitsalot

Me:Ithoughtyallcalledherqueenbecauseyou

knowqueen



Welaugh.

Phindile

Sheisheremybestfriendishere,mysister.Ican

functionnow.

Me:Youlookgorgeous

Nonhle:Letstalkaboutyou

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutme

Shelaughs.

Me:Ineedyourhelpwithsomething



Nonhle:Phindile

Me:Weteachingsomeoneasmalllesson

Nonhle:Myhusbandjustgotoutofjail,Iamnot

tryingtosendhimback

Me:Hewasacquitted,shedoesnotwanttolisten

Nonhle:Itsashe

Me:Apainintheass

Welaugh.
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Phindile



Thingsaregoingtogethecticwhateversecret

everyoneishidingwillhavetocomeout.Ihaveto

tellSfisowhoIreallyam,hemustdecidewe

continuestayinginthishouse.Hethrowshisbaby

mamaoutorwesimplymoveoutofthishouse.

PeoplelikeZenzetheydon'ttakedefeatlightly,next

thingtheb*tchisgoingtowanttousedarkmagic,

andwhenthathappensunfortunately.Ihavetostep

upandprotecthim.

Heboughtmealand.Iownanempire,all

Mzwakhe'sfortuneandthefamiliesareinmyname.

Iamnotjustrich,Iambeyondfilthyrichbutthats

gottochange.UntilIamcancerfreeeverything

mustreturnbacktosender.

Sfiso:Love

Me:Mmmm..Canwetalk



Sfiso:That'sneveragoodsentence

Me:Ididn'tquiteexplaintoyouwhatmygiftisand

whatitcomeswith

Sfiso:Solongitdoesn'tinvolveusbreakingupor

losingeachother,hitmewithyourbestshot

Me:Iseealmosteverything,aspiritmayenterme

andwanttocommunicatewithalovedone.Ican

tellwhoyouhavebeenintimatewith,youwantto

knowwhatthebestpartis

Sfiso:Shockme

Me:Ifyoudecidetocheatonme,Iwillseeyou

beingintimatewiththatperson



Helaughs.

Sfiso:Youserious

Me:Ialsoturnintoasnake

Sfiso:Youwhat

Me:Yes

Sfiso:Ifyoudon'ttakeitback

Me:Notmuchisgoingtoaffectanyoneexceptfor

thesadness

Sfiso:Howarewetakingitback



Me:Youaregoingtobetakensomewhereand

shownsomethings.Sfisoyouhavethreeoptions

onceItakebackmygift,throwoutMrsXavier,leave

meorwemoveout.IswearIwillkillthatladyand

feedhertothesnake,worseIwillshoveitdownher

throat

Sfiso:Canyoushovemysnakedownyourthroat

Me:Bringthatmonsterover

Hesmirks.

Zithulele

Wedecidedweweregoingtogospendsometime

withmother,justtoeasedad'stension.Ihavenever

seenhimthisworried,itslikesomethingswitched

offinhisbrain.



Zakhele:Okaydon'tberudenowotherwisethat

man

Ihaven'tforgivenhimforpunchingme.Iam

definitelygoingtotellmom.

Me:Justknockonthedoor

HedoesandPenelopeopensthedoor.

Penelope:Uhmcomeonin

Okaythisisawkwardshedoesn'tlookokay.Itap

Zakhele,hemovesawayfrommeIchuckle.

Penelope:Haveaseat



Shewalksawaymyeyeswanders,Iwasdrunklast

timeIcamehere.Sfisohouseissoboujiejustlike

him,allwhiteandexpensive.Thedooropens,aman

enterswalkspass.Iamfeelingahugeconnection

withhim.

Penelope:Here'ssomejuiceandcupcakes

Me:Thankyou

Momcomesdownandtheymeethalfwaywiththis

man.

Mom:Doyouwantthemtoknowyou

Hewalksaway,Sfisoenters.

Sfiso:Heetheydrinkingjuiceinmyhousewow



Theykiss.

Mzwakhe

SbahlemustfeellikeIabandonedher.Ididn't,Ijust

beensocaughtupwithmyfamily.Butshealways

doesn'twanttocomevisitme.

Me:Goingsomewhere

Sbahle:IwasactuallyIdidn'tknowyouwere

coming

Me:Iamsorry

Sbahle:Youwantanythingtoeat

Me:Iboughtyousomegoodies



Sbahle:Thankyoumylove

IreceiveatextfromZithulele,itsapictureofthem

andtheirmother.Shelookssobeautifulandmy

kidsevenmorestunning.

Sbahle:Wow

Ilookupandclosemyphone.

Sbahle:Itsokayyoushouldwanttomakethings

betterwithyourfamily

Me:Speakingoffamilywhydoyourefusemeall

thetime,whenIaskyoutocomeseemyfamily

Sbahle:There'splentyoftimeforthatmylovedon't



rush,butifyouwantmetoIwill

Me:Iwanttohawu,Iwantto

Myphonebeepsagain."Iamrunningoutofmoney"

Me:B*tchIsentyoumoneyyesterday

Caller:Igotsomechikitastospoil

Me:Chikitasmyass

Caller:Mzwakhe

Me:Yougottostopcallingme

Caller:Thereisnodangernow



Me:Youstillcan'tcomeback

Caller:Sendmemoneythanyouhoe

Ilaugh.

Zithulele

Thevisitturnedouttobegreatwedidn'tfightnor

getintoseriousconversation.Wewerejustgoofing

aroundandIcantellthatmademomfeelvery

special.

Me:Somomwhoisthatguy,whyhefeltsotense

Mom:UhmweBhengu

Welookup,hepullsdownhishoodie.Idropmy



glass.

MamNonhle:Notevenoneofthemlookslikeyou

BabAyanda:Itsokayyounotseeingghost

Me:Yallout

Mom:Canyoukeepasecret

Asecrethaibo.
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Mzwakhe

Iheaddownstairsandhearmykidsarguingwith

themselves.



"Howdotheyexpectustokeepthissecret"

Me:Whatsecret

Zithulele:Dad

Me:Whatsecret

Zakhele:Secret

Me:NextIampunchingsomebody.

Nkosenye:Sfisouhm

Me:Whatabouthim

Nkosenye:Hewantstomarrymom



Me:I'msorry

Zithulele:Sfisowanttomarrymom

Ilaugh.

Me:Okaykidsnicejoke

Zithulele:Wenot

Me:Nobodyisgoingtomarryyourmother

Zithulele:Whyisthat

Me:BecausesheisaBhenguandwillforeverbea

Bhengudon'tboremewiththebs



Zithulele:Haibo

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Itookastrolloutsidejusttoclearmymind,thepool

startedswishingandswirling.Thewindblewa

certainkindofway,whyamIdoingthis?WhyamI

beingcontrolledbytheBhengu'sagain.

IseeSfisoheadingtowardsme.

Sfiso:Whatyoudoingherecomeon

Hetakesmyhandandweheadinside.

Me:Dohavethehousetoourselves



Sfiso:Ithinksoeveryoneisintheirrooms.No

spoketosoon

She'sstillhere,hedoesn'twanttobreakthekids

heartohbutsheispushingit.Iwanthergone.

Sfiso:IjusthaveaboutfewdaysbeforeIgobackto

work.One

Heisworkingnonstop,thosemonthshetookaway

totakecareofmeitspaybackandhefeelsit

everyday.

Sfiso:Iknow,Ifeelthesamewaybutsomeonewas

dyingandsheneededme

Ilookdownandsmile.



Me:Iwillgrabthedrinks

Zenze:Sfisocanwetalk

Helooksather.

Zenze:Inprivateplease

Sfiso:I

Hekeepsquietandgrabsthetray.

Zenze:Younotgoingtogetawaywiththis

Me:OhbyeFelicia



Penelopeentersthekitchen,Istopandlistento

whattheysaying.

Zenze:Canyoubelievethatfreaknowsheis

isolatingthefamilyagainstyouohmybaby.We

mustgetwhateverstrongpotionshefedyourfather

outofhim

Penelope:Maybeyoushouldreturntostates,dad

hasnoroomforyou

Zenze:Sweetiepie

Penelope:Stopitjuststopit.IlostZakhelebecause

ofyouandyourmouth.Momdaddoesn'twant

anymore,whycan'tyougetthroughyourskull

Zenze:Wowshegotyouto



Penelope:Everythingwasfineuntilyoucame

Zenze:Penelope

Shestormsoutcrying.

Sfiso:Whattookyousolong

Me:IwaseavesdroppingPenelopetalkedtoher

momandshewalkedoffcrying

Sfiso:Good,IamnotdoinganythingnotbecauseI

don'twantto,butIwantthemtothrowherout

themselves

Me:Igetyoumylove

Zithulele



Itsgreattothinkonyourfeetbutnotonsuchdumb

lies,nowwehavetokeeplyingallthetime.We

mustmakesuretheynotlisteninginour

conversations.Iopenmyemail,Mandlenkosifinally

sendsmetheschematicsofthecomplex.Wenot

doinganychangesnow,iftheclientisnothappy.I

willhappilyrefundhim.Thetelephonerings.

Me:Yeah

Kim:Mphoishere

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:Sendherin

Isigh,Icontinueeatingmybowlofyogurt.Thedoor

opensandapungentsmellshitsmynostrils,Icover

mymouth.



Mpho:Everythingokay

Me:Didyoubath

Mpho:HaiboZithulele

Me:Noseriously

Mpho:Idid

Me:Whydoesitsmelllikeyouhaven't

Mpho:Thatsnotnice

Me:Youknowwhatdon'tcometomyofficewith

thatperfumeohmyGod



Ican'tholditin,Iruntomybathroom.

Phindile

OhMambasomepeoplearepregnant,nowmytime

hasrunout.IcallMandlenkosisince,heisthebig

boss.

Mandlenkosi:NoIamnot

Me:Howdowegoaboutdoingthis,Idon't

rememberwhatIdidpassingitdown

Mandlenkosi:Idon'tthinkyoucantakehimback

now

Helaughs.



Mandlenkosi:Wehavetodoitinthemiddleoftheir

pregnancies.Don'tworrytheyalreadyaware,mom

ifyourefusetakinghimback.Iswearthistime

hmm

Me:Youthreateningme

Mandlenkosi:Noma'am

Me:Nowenotwaitinganylonger,startwiththe

preparations.

Mandlenkosi:Yousure

Me:EachsecondyouaskmethatthemoreIdon't

wanttodothis

Mandlenkosi:YoutakinghimasaNkosiorBhengu



Me:Iwilldecideonthatmyself

Mandlenkosi:Ndlunkulu(Queen)

Ihungup.Hecomesoverbendingmeandspanks

myass,hemustsatisfyhisdesiresnow.

Mzwakhe

Ireceiveathankyoutext.

Sakhile:Itakeithereceivedthemoney

Me:Hejusttextedme

Sakhile:Didn'twesendmoneyjustyesterday



Me:Hegotchikitastospoil

Sakhile:Notmuchhaschanged

Me:Barely

*******Flashback******

Ijustgotbackfrommyhoneymoon.Mxolisitexts

me,heisintroublethankgoodnesshedidn'tbring

anyofthisdramatomybaby'swedding.

Linda:Letmesee

Me:Sealedbabaitain'tcomingoff

Theywereadmiringmyringfinger.Mzwakheis

officiallyofthemarket.



Me:Skhuluasambenanguusbarimanje

uyakhuluma(Sakhileletsgo,mybrotherinlawin

danger)

Weleave...

Me:Whatisthisthatcouldn'twait

Mxolisi:I

Sakhile:Youmessedup

Mxolisi:Theybackandthreateningmywholefamily

Me:WhatdidItellyouaboutfacinganenemy,look

thathoeinthefaceandtakehimdown.Lookat

cool,wewillfindawaytofixthis...



Idon'tknowwhyMxolisiputshimselfinsuch

position.NomanIamgoingtodrink...Wearriveat

thechisanyamaanditiswild,yesourflightlandat

19:00.Itsnow21:00Ishouldbesexingmywifebut

Mxolisigotmestressedout.

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Ilookupandsmile.

Me:Howdidyou

Nonhle:Wefiguredyouweregoingtobehereso,

letscelebratePhindileandMzwakhefinallyMrand

MrsBhengu

Thobani:Iwillcheerstothat



HalfthroughthepartyingMxolisishowsup.Yeah

thatsitshowthemyouarenotscaredofthem.He

greetsusthanhissister,SheflashesherohIloveit

whenshedoesthat.

Thehitthedancefloor...

Shotsarefired,themusicstopsandeverythingjust

goeshaywire.Moreshotsarebeingfired,everyone

isrunningandscreaming.Andileamongstthemis

shooting,Ican'tseeanything.Ilookuptheblinking

lightsshowPhindile,frozentotheground,Ilookto

wheresheisstaring.Mxolisisittingonhisownpool

ofblood.

Me:"ShitThobaniruntoherhouseandcheckon

herfamily"Andile

Andile:What



Me:Ineedyoutocoverme

Andile:ItsyourfaultwebeingshotatarghIshould

haveknow

Hedoes.IruntoPhindileandgrabherhand.

Phindile:No

Iusemypowerstomakehersleepthancarryher

out.Wegetbacktothescene,Ifeelhisneck.

Me:Hestillgotapulse

Andile:Whatfuckeryisthis



Me:Shutupokayshutup

Wepickuphisbody.

Andile:Iknowwherewecantakehim

Myjobnowistomakesurethathedoestakehis

lastbreath.

....

Webeenupallnight,Mxolisiiswellandbreathing

onhisown.Whatthefuck.

Andile:Coffee,ohcomeonifIwantedyoudeadI

wouldhavedoneitbynowmyself

Me:Thankyou



"Skhulu"

Me:Heytheyokay

Hiseyesarered,hesitsdown.

Me:Thobani

Thobani:Therewerenosurvivorsallthreeofthem

wereshotinthehead

Idropthecup.WhatamIgoingtotellmywife,how

cansuchanawesomenightturnintoatragedy.

******EndofFlashback*******



ItwasonthisnightPhindilelostherfamily,andI

keptMxolisialive.MjandMvelowerehidinginthe

riverwhenallofthishappened.

Sakhile:So

Me:AyhowmuchmoreapologizingIneedtodoay

ayay

Sakhile:Whywerecrazyman

Me:Idon'tknowItookittoanotherlevel

Sakhile:Youwentpsychooneveryone

Me:Iamsorryskhulu

Sakhile:YouknowIalwaysforgiveyou.Inever



turnedmybackwhenyoutookthefallforme

Me:Afteryouandyourstupidgirlfriendfuckedup

Sakhile:YoumessupagainayshameIamdone

withyou

Ihughim.

Sakhile:Okayokay

Helaughs.

Sakhile:Shouldwetellhermaybeyouwillscore

browniepoints

Me:Itsbestfortheirsafetynooneknowstheyare

alive



Isigh.
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Mzwakhe

Icomedownforbreakfast,SakhileandIsortof

fixedthingsbutwemovingonandIamlovingevery

minuteofit.

Mandlenkosi:FamilycanIspeak

Thabiso:Khulumamfana(Speak)

Mandlenkosi:Soasyouknowmomstakingback

Mambaanddadtheleopard.Noyounotgetting

backtogetherwithmom,soifanyonehasany

secrets.PleasespeaknowbecauseIthinkyou

knowmom,shepullsoutthemreceiptsfasterthan

anyonecanblink



Thabiso:Wenothidinganythingrightyalldon'thate

her.Mzwakhe

Me:Haibo

Thabiso:Youtheonewithmanysecrets

Me:Idon'thaveanysecretsyallknowSbahle

Thabiso:Youneverknowhawuwithyouitsalways

something

Me:Whereisthebigboss

Mandlenkosi:Vomitingalloverhimself



Theylaugh.

Zithulele

Igrabmycoffeeandheadtotheboardroom.Ittook

forevergettingtowork,Iamextremelynauseated.

Everyoneissmellingverybad.

Kim:Here

Me:Whatsthis

Kim:Gingertea,yourmothersaiditwouldhelpwith

yournausea.ShecalledearlierandItoldherthat

younotfeelingwell

Itakeasipofthisgingerteaandalreadyfeelbetter.

Me:Thankyou



Ndiswa:Eventhoughwegoingtoberichcanwe

handlesomethingthisbig,whilewehave

somethingbiggoingon

Langa:Moneywiseitmakessensebutthan,what

arewegoingtodosendourworkersthere.When

theyslackingMandlenkosiIloveyoubroyouhead

ofoperations,butsometimeswecan'tcountonyou

Me:Don'tblamehimheisverygoodathisjob,just

thatheisanancestorandhasalotonhisplate

Mandlenkosi:Thankyou

Me:Kimberly

Kim:OkaythePedroandSonprojectissettokick

startearlynextyear.IhavetheirproposalandI



madecopies

Zakhelepassesitdown.

Kim:Ifyoulookatpage10itsdetailsofwhenand

howtheprojectwillstart

Me:Seewehaveenoughtime,comenextyearwe

willhaveourheadinthegame.Solittlebrodoyour

magic

Langa:Yougotit

Phindile

Iheaddowntothekitchenandfindhimleaning

againstthecounter,anklescrossed.Acupofcoffee

inhishandandtheotherholdinghisphone.



Sfiso:Youlikewhatyousee

Iwalkuptohimandkisshischeek.

Sfiso:Excuseme

Ikisshimonthelips.

Sfiso:That'smorelikeit

Me:Haveyoueaten

Sfiso:No

Hesmirks.

Me:Sfiso



Hestandsbehindmeandmakesmefeelhisboner.

Me:Sfisostop

Hekissesmyneck,ticklingme.

Me:Babe

Heturnsmearoundandliftsmeup.

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:ThisismyhouseandIcandowhateverthe

fuckIwant,rightnowIwanttofuckyourighthere

rightnow



Himsayingthatsendsavibrationallovermy

coochie,butinthekitchen.

Mzwakhe

Zithulelecomesbackearly,sinceIleftthegameI

havealotoftimetomyself.Idogetbored

sometimes,sometimesmyboysarearoundandwe

gettohavesomefun.Hestandsagainstthe

beamerandsighs.

Me:Youranawayfromwork

Zithulele:Iamnotfeelinggood,momtoldKimto

givemesomegingerteaandthatdidthetrick.But

nowIamfrustrated

Me:Gingertea

GingerteaPhindilegavehimgingertea.



Zithulele:Doyouhaveany

Me:Munchonice,crushit

Weboughtafridgethatalsomakescrushedice,

becauseofthetorturewewentthrough.Lookslike

thekidsarealsoexperiencingthesamething,I

wonderwhoispregnantorMphoorbothofthem.

PhindileandIgottotalk.

Me:Howiswork

Zithulele:WelandedabigclientPedroandson,this

isalot.Itwillturnusintocompletemonster

Igrabmyphone,itsbeenblowingupnonstop.



Zithulele:Dad

Me:Yesmylove

Zithulele:Wouldyoueverletgoofmother

Ilookathimthanmyphone.

Me:Whyaskingmethat

Zithulele:Seeingyousmilinglikethatwithanother

woman

Me:Itsnotanotherwomanitdoesn'tmatter,wejust

havetotalk.Whyyouaskingmethat

Zithulele:Askingyouwhat,waitwhyamIhere



Hewalksaway,okaywhatwasthat.

Sfiso

Sheholdsmetightmoaning"OhGod"inmyear.I

thrusthardandholdhertightasIfeelmyself

coming.

Me:Fuck

Shelet'sgoofherbreathandbreathsout.

Me:Phindile

Sheliftsherheadoffmyshoulder,Ikissher.

Phindile:Mmmm



Ichuckleandpullout,sheshakesherhead.

Me:Haiboletgoofme

Phindile:Idon'twantto,younotgoingtodothisto

meandleavejustlikethat

Ipinherhandsdownandslowlypullout.

Me:Baby

Shelaughs.

Me:Iwillpickyouupandlayyouonthefloor,legs

upthanIwillreallyfinishyou



ShekissesmeIpullout.Ipullmypantsupandpick

herup.Ienterourroomandlayheronthebed.

Me:Nowyoucanaskmethatquestion

Phindile:Haveyoueaten

Me:Anicewarmhotmeal

Icleanmyselfup.

Me:Listenyourelaxtoday,Iwilldoallthecooking

andcleaningyoujustrelaxokay

Ikisshercheekandheaddownstairs.

Ntsika:Daddy



Me:Shutup

Theylaugh.

Zenze:Youdon'tlivebyyourselfyouknow

Lwa:Mom

Zenze:Whathavingsexinthekitchenisnasty

Me:Youbequietifyougotaproblem,thereisthe

doorpackyourshitandvamoose

Zenze:Youcan'tbetalkingtomelikethatinfrontof

thekids



Me:Whatkids

Lwa:Okayparentsdon'tfightmomyouupsetting

dadlikeforrealswhydon'tyougo

Ntsika:Iamverygoodatbookingflights

Lwa:Wenotgoingtoallowyoutogetinbetween

dadandhishappiness

Ntsika:Weloveyoumom,butkewhatcanwedo,

theprincesswillslaughter

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Thedooropens,Ilookup.



Penelope:Canwetalk

Me:Comein

Penelope:Thankyou

Shejumpsonthebed.

Me:Youcan'tbecryingeverytimethere'saproblem

youneedtobestrongandkeepitmoving

Penelope:IloveZakhelemaandIwouldneverdo

anythingtohurt.Iget,Imayhavebeenmisledinthe

wrongdirection

Me:Nobodycantellyouwhattodoyouresponsible

foreverydecisionthatyoumake.Youhatedtocall

menames,youwantedtodoallthat



Shelooksdown.

Me:LookPenelopeIdon'tcaretobelovedbyyou.I

don'tcareifyouacceptmeornot,Iamdying

anywaysyouwon'thavetodealwithme,butyou

canchangethesituation.Noissayingdon'tlove

yourmotherorchoosesides,allyouhavetodois

beagoodgirl

Mykidsaretheonlyonesthatareimportanttome.

Penelope:Soyoureallyhismother

Me:Iwouldn'tworrytoomuch,hehasneverliked

anyonefrombirth.Youpickhimupandhewillcry

throughtheroof

Shechuckles.



Penelope:Ihopeyoucanfinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.IamreallysorryforthewayIspoketo

youandhowItreatedyou.Youdidn'tdeserveit

neitherdiddad

Me:Buyhimagiftandgocryyoureyeballsout,

Bhenguboyslovethatafterthatgobacktobeinga

boss

Penelope:NowIreallybelieveyouhismotherthose

twolovetobeputonapedestal,canIgetahug

Wehugeachotherandshedisappearsinmybody.

Sfisoraisedthesekidsoutofpureunconditional

love,shereallyhurtanddisappointedhim.

Me:Okaynowgirlgoodbye



Sheleaves.
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Sfiso

PenelopewastellingmeherandPhindilehadatalk.

Mydaughterisnotabadperson,justthatwhenthat

womanishere.Adarkcloudjusthangsoverus,

thatwhyIhadsolecustodyofthem.Shewasgoing

tofeedthempoison.

Penelope:Shemadesenseinawaybutbasically

shejustsaidshedoesn'tcare

Me:Shecaresshedoesn'twanttogetinyourway

that'sall

Penelope:YouknowIalwaysfounditridiculous.

Howdoesmyfathersayhewillneverforgiveme,if

hebreaksupwithPhindilebecauseofmom.I



thoughtpussywasgoodandhehaslosthismind,

butIunderstandnow,Ilosthimbecauseofmom

Me:IwishIcanjustyouknowbeonyoursidego

thereandpunchhimlikeIdidwithhisbrother

Penelope:Thatwasyou

Me:Thatboyhadadiarrhoeaofamouth

Penelope:IgetyounowdaddyIgetyou.Iapologize

forthat

Me:Aslongasyouseethelightmybaby

Penelope:SoIhaveapropositionforyou,canmom

stayjustformybirthdayandafterthatshecango



Me:Idon'thaveaproblemaslongPhindileisokay

withit

Penelope:Daddy

Me:Yesbaby

Penelope:ShewilljustsayIdon'tcarePenelopedo

whateveryouwantitsyourdad'shouse

Ilaugh.

Me:Iamgoingtoworkpleasekeepyourmotheron

aleash

Phindile

WhyisPenelopemockingme,Iknockonherdoor.

Sheopens,shelooksoutsideanddragsmeinside.



Me:Hey

Sbahle:AreyoucrazyMzwakhecancomeseeme

anytimesoon

Me:Heisnotcoming

Sbahle:Mamawhatareyoudoinghere

Me:Nodrinkjuicemaybenyana

Sheheadstothekitchen,Ifollowher.

Sbahle:Whatdoyoudrink

Me:Orangejuice



Sbahle:Younotsupposedtobehere

Me:WellIthoughtIwouldgiveyouaheadsup

Sbahle:Noyouheretostiruptrouble

Me:Girlstop

Sbahle:Youreallyshouldn'tbehere

Ipromisedtokeepeveryonesafeandshewasno

exception.Shewillslitmythroatassoon,Iopenmy

mouth.

Zithulele

IdecidedIwillworkfromhome,dadhasbeen

takingcareofme.Heisreallymakingthe



nauseatinggodown,theythinkmaybeIamcoming

downwithflueorIatesomethingbad.

"Zithulele"

Hisvoiceshoutsfromsomewhere,heknowswhere

Iamatwhyishescreaming.Thedooropens,he

enters.

Me:Dad

Dad:Thisiswarmwaterwithlemon,drinkitthan

afterthattakethesliceandeatit.Ialsocutsome

moreifitgetsbad,dipsomeinalittlebitofsaltand

eatit

Iwilljustlethimbe,henevergottodothis.Igrab

themugandtakeasip,Iburnmymouth.



Me:Dad,Ithoughtyousaiditswarmwater

Dad:Yeahcoolitofffirstdummy

Ichuckle.

Me:Thankyou..DearfatherIamsorryIhaveto

takethis

Dad:Okayshoutifyouneedanything

Ismile,heleaves.

Me:ZithulelespeakinghowmayIhelpyou...Ohyes

hi

Theseremediesbetterworkbecause,itlookslikeI

willbegoingout.



Zakhele

TheytellmePenelopeisheretoseeme.Iknowshe

willcomehereandjustcryhereyeballsout,Iam

notwiththedramabutIamintoinwhatshehasto

say.

Me:Comein..Justgivemeasec

Ilookup.

Me:Haveaseat

Penelope:Thankyou

Me:Youwantedtoseeme

Penelope:Iwanttoknowwhatisgoingonwithour



relationship.Iunderstand,IdisrespectedyourbutI

wouldhaveappreciateditifyouatleastsaid.Idon't

likewhatyoudoingorIdon'tappreciateyoutalking

tomymotherlikethat

Me:Didyoushowmomthesamemercy

Penelope:NoIwastherefloatingintheair,talking

rubbish.Zakhele

Shegetsupandwalksaroundthetable,she

straddlesme.

Me:Penelope

Penelope:BabyIknowwhatIdidwaswrongandI

amtrulysorry,butdon'tleavemebecauseImay

haveactednotaccordinglywithyourmother.

Pleaselookatme



Sheundoesmyshirtbuttons,whyarefemaleslike

this.

Penelope:IamcryingeverydayIamsorryZakhele.

Please

Ipickherupandplaceheronthetable,shewraps

herlegsaroundmywaist.

Penelope:IamsorryIwillneverdoitagain,Zakhele

DammitIcan'thandlehercries,Igrabherneckand

kissher.Islidethethingsontableandplaceher

properly,shesmileswipinghertears.

Phindile

Me:Wowthankyou



Sheclearsthecounter,thancomesandsitopposite

me.

Sbahle:Stopsmilingandtellmewhyyouhere

Me:IamtakingbackMamba

Sbahle:Whatdoesthathavetodowithme

Me:YouknowIcan'tkeepasecretrightespecially

ifitsgoingtohindermyhealth

Shelaughs.

Sbahle:Iknewyoucameherefortrouble



Me:Ihavetotellthemwhoyouare

Sbahle:Stop

Me:Nthati

Sbahle:Nthatiisdeadokay

Me:Ifyoufeelthatwayyouwouldn'tbewith

Mzwakhe

Sbahle:Phindile

Me:Lookthisisyourchancetofinallyhavehimto

yourself

Sbahle:Ihavehimtomyself,youbringNthatioutall

ofthatisover



Ididsayshewasgoingtoslitme.

Me:Nthatith

Sbahle:Sbahle

Ilookather.

Sbahle:Pleaseleave...NowPhindile

Me:Iamtakingmygiftback,youknowIgotcancer

Sbahle:Youthreateningmenow

Me:Thetruthwillcomeoutwhetheryoulikeitor

not



Sbahle:YeahwhileIamstillaliveneitheryounor

anysnake,willtellanyonethatIamactuallyNthati.

Phindiletsamaya(leave)

Attheendofthedaythetruthwillberevealed.Pearl

oracreaturearenolongerathreattoherlife.
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Zithulele

Thankstomydadhegotmeintiptopshape.Iwas

abletogotoworktoday.Iarriveatworkandhead

uptomyoffice,drinkingcoffee.IgreetKimshe

ignoresme,whatdidIdonow.Iwalkinohthisis

whysheismadatme.

Me:Mpho

Mpho:BeforeyousayanythingIneedtotalkwe



needtotalk

Me:Okaycomeovertothehousethisweekend,I

amveryverybusy.ThatistheonlytimeIwillbe

available

Mpho:OkayIpromiseyougoingtoloveit

Ismile,shewalksoutZakheleenters.

Zakhele:AymanyouastarIcouldnever

Me:Idon'tknowwhatmistakeImadebeingina

relationshipwithher

Kimberlyistheonewhohasmyheart.

Zakhele:Shame



Me:WhateverIdo,Iwillhurtthebothofthem

Helaughs.

Me:Whatisup

Zakhele:Themansion

Me:IthinkweshouldletMandlenkosidealwithit,

becausetheygoingtoseesomethingisupandwe

tryingtokeepitasurprise

Zakhele:Whatifmomblurtsout,Iseeyouguys

buildingahouseforus

Me:Yothixo



Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Thefamilyoutofthebluedecidedtheygoingto

haveabraaiday.Thingsareslowlybutsurely

gettingbacktonormal.

Me:IsPhindilecoming

Thabiso:Itriedcallingthatoneakazitshelikanje

Me:Shedoesn'tanswermycallswhydoyouthink

shewillansweryours

Thabiso:UnlikeyouPhindilelovesus

Me:Okayokay,Iwilltakethat



Olwethu:Ithinktheyhere

Wejumpoverthecouchandstandbythewindow.

Anothercarpullsup.

Thabiso:HaiboisthatMkhuluJames

ThatisnotnoMkhulu,Jameslooksyoungerthan

allofus

Olwethu:OhmyGod

Myheartstopsbeatingforasecond,Igethot

flushesallovermybody.Allfourofthementerthe

houseandIcompletelyshutdown.

Olwethu:Nonhle



Westareateachother.

Nonhle:SawubonaMzwakhe

Olwethugoestohugher,shestepsback.Iamstill

frozenlikethat.

Nonhle

TheonlythingIwantedmorethananythingwasto

seemykids.Icouldn'twaitanymoresoonafter

whenAyandafeelscomfortable,theywillgettosee

him.

"Ma"

Theyruntome,Igetupandhughim.

Me:Hellomybabies,itsokaymommyisback.You



won'tsufferanymore

Onela:Mom

Theyallgrownandgrown.

Me:Youlookjustlikeyourfather,okaymylovies

don'tcry

Wesitdown.Imissedthemsomuch,thiswasnot

aneasythingtodo.Idon'thatehim,buthecaused

usagreatdealofpain.Iamnotsureweevergoing

torecoverfrom.

Sakhile:Nonhle

Linda:Itsgoodtohaveyouback



Ilookatthemwhosaidtheycantalktome.

Sakhile:Wesorry

Me:Whatareyousorryaboutmyhusbandstuckin

prison,mebeinginamentalhospital.Yousorry,

yousorrySakhile.Yeahyoushouldbesorry,

becauseyouallwatchedthatmanhavemy

husbandarrestedforacrimehedidnotdo.His

brotheryouallwatchedhim,Ihadtobemadecrazy

bytheancestorssothatIdon'tfeelandknowthe

painofmyhusbandbeinglockedaway.Itsnicehey

chilling,drinkingscotchyourexpensivewhiskey.

Fancyhouseswhilemyhusbandrotsinjail,yeah

youshouldbesorry

Phindile:Wecanleaveifyouwantto

Me:Iamheretoseemykids,youcanallgotohell

forallIcare



IwishIcansmile,butIamsmilingontheinside.

Theonlythingkeepingmesaneisknowing,I'm

goingbacktohim.

Sfiso

Dadjoinsmeinthelivingroom.

Dad:Son

Me:Baba

Dad:Akuyiwayiniemsebenzini(Younotgoingto

work)

Me:Chababaangiyi(Iamnotgoing)

Dad:Khulumamfanangilalele(TalkIamlistening)



Me:Sengifunaabeumfaziwami(Iwantherto

makehermywife)

Hesmiles.

Dad:Kufaneleangikazengabonaujabulekanje(I

haveneverseenyouthishappy)kodwa

Me:Usashadilemesiqhubekelaphambilisenzenjan

(Sheisstillmarried,whatisthewayforwardwhat

arewegoingtodo)

Shestillhasn'ttalkedtoNtsikaandIdon'twantto

makeitseemlike,Iampesteringher.

Dad:Manifanelenimfanakonkekuzolunga(Ifyou

meanttobe,everythingwillworkout)



Idrinkmywhiskeyandlookoutthewindow,come

hellorhighwaters.Iamgoingtomarryherandwe

aregoingtoliveahappylifejustthetwoofus.

Phindile

Iwon'tpushAyandabut,theyhavetoseeheisout.

Sbahle/NthatiIamsurewhereversheis,sheis

goinghardonthebottle.Iwilllethertellhersideof

thestory,shealsoneedstorevealherself.

Kwenzo:Isdaddywithyou

Nonhle:Nomybaby

Kwenzo:Butheiscomingright

Nonhle:Canwenottalkaboutdaddyplease



"Nonhle"

Shecomesrunningandhugsthelifeoutofher,

okaynomorecryingnow.

Me:Okayguyscutitoutyougoingtosendmeto

theER

Shelaughsandhugsthebothofus.

Rato:OhmygoodnessIstoppedeverythingand

literallyflewstraightdownhere

Shehugsusagain.

Me:Lerato



Rato:Okay

Nonhle:Youalwaysweretroublesome

Myphonebeeps,Ilookatit.

Me:YoIhavetogonowwillyoubeokay

Igetup.

Mzwakhe:Stay,stayplease
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Phindile

Itendedupbeingacrazydayfilledwithlaughter

andfun.Nonhlegottoseeherkids,myboysand

daughterjustcouldn'tgetenoughofme.Wedid

sleepatThabiso'shouseandcamebackinthe



morning,Sfisowasn'timpressedbutheunderstood.

Heentersthekitchenandkissmycheek.

Me:Itwon'thappenagain

Sfiso:Itsokay

Me:Youdidgotoworkyesterday

Sfiso:Theydrivingmecrazy,IknowItooksome

timeoffbutdamn...Thankyou.Penelopewantsher

mothertostayjustuntilherbirthdaypasses

Me:No

Ilaugh.

Me:Ireallydon'tcareitshermother,whoamI



Sfiso:Funnyfaceshedidsayyouweregoingtosay

that,youreallydonotcare

Me:Idon'tcareSfiso

Sfiso:Babyshe'sachilddon'tyouforgiveand

forget

Me:Arewearguingaboutthis,Ithinkyouknowme

bynowIdonotcare

Heraiseshishandsup,Zenzewalksin.Iget

annoyedinstantly.

Sfiso:BabyIamsorrycomeback

Iignorehimandheadupstairs.



Nonhle

IwastryingtoconvinceAyandatoseehisfamily,

hedoesn'thavetogolaughingwithMzwakheand

them.ButPalesaandthekidstheyneedtoseehim,

everydayshecametovisit.Idon'tlikewhatweput

herthrough,butshestuckitoutandtookcareof

ourkids.

Me:Ayanda

Ayanda:FineNonhleIwillseemykidsandmywife

happy

Me:YesIamveryhappy.Idon'tknowwhyyou

refusedhertocomeandvisityou

Ayanda:IwasinjailIwouldn'tevenwantyoutosee

meinthatstate



Me:Okay,doyouwantustogooutor

Ayanda:Idon'twantanyoneofthemfindingoutI

amoutsotalktoPhindile

Ikisshischeek.

Mzwakhe

Iwasstilltryingtoprocessthiswholething.Iknow

shedoesn'towemeanything,butbeingthefather

ofherkidsdoesn'tthatcountforsomething.Ican't

sayIammadorAnything,asmallernyanaheads

upwouldhavebeenalright.

Iarriveatherhouse,Iamnotsureifsheisavoiding

meorwhat.Iunlockthedoorandenter,Iseethree

bottlesonthefloorandaknifeonherhand.



Me:Sbahle...Sbahle

Icheckherpulseshe'sstillbreathing,Ipinchthe

bridgesofmynosesighing.

Me:Sbahle,Sbahlewakeup....SBAHLE

Sheshootshereyesopen.

Me:Whyyoudrunkwhatshappening,theknife

Iliftherup,shegroans.

Me:Sbahle

Sbahle:Mmmm



Icallmyson.

Mandlenkosi:Mzwakhe

Me:Canyoubringmesomeofthatriverwater

Mandlenkosi:No

Me:Mandlenkosi

Mandlenkosi:Iwon'tgiveittoher

Hehungsup.

Me:Sbahle

Sbahle:Stopscreaminginmyhead,molatokeeng



kawena(Whatiswrongwithyou)

Shespeakssothonow.

Zakhele

MomtextedmetobringoverMamPalesaandthe

kidsovertoPenelope'shouse.Thesekidsdon'tlike

us,weweren'teventherewhendadwasgoingloco

onthem.Wherewereweseriously,Iwasonmyway

toameeting.Ididn'tmind.

MamPalesa:Whereyoutakingusdear

Me:MomsaidIshouldbringyouguysover.Ihavea

meetingnottofarfromhere

MamPalesa:Okabeoreromestsesebakammere

kaberetsamaile(Youshouldhavesentusthe

locationandwewouldhavegoneourselves)



Me:MaKodwa

Shelaughs.

MamPalesa:SorrysometimesIforget

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemreally

Therestofthemwerefollowingmycar.

Mzwakhe

Me:Sbahle

Sbahle:Iwasn'ttryingtokillmyself

Me:YouspeakSothonow



Sbahle:What

Me:Youheardme

Sbahle:YouknowIwatchTValot

Me:Noyouwerespeakingfluentsothoain'tyoua

Khoza

Shelooksawayandsighs.

Me:Sbahlewhatisgoingontheothertimeyou

mentionedasnake,youkeepsayingthingsonlya

familymemberwouldknowwhatisgoingon

Shelooksatme.



Nonhle

Iamsoexcitedtheyhere,Sfisowaskindenoughto

allowthistohappeninhishouse.Theexwife

wasn'tsothrilledwiththat,shemustrestandsiton

thecorner.Ifshedoesn'twantmeandPhindileto

sortherout.

Palesa:IwasconfusedwhyisZakhelebringingus

over

Me:Uhm

Thekidsfreeze,Ayandacomesbehindwithhis

handonhisfinger.Heleansdownandkisses

Palesa,shegrabsthebottleandalmosthitshim.He

doesn'tflinch.

Onele:Daddy



Sherunstohim.

Ayanda:Heyprincess

Shecries.
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Mzwakhe

Me:Sbahle

Sbahle:Okay

Shewalksaroundtheisland,Ifoldmyarms.

Sbahle:IamnotwhoyouthinkIam,youactually

knowmewaybeforeIbecamethisperson.



Me:What

Sbahle:Yourdemongirlfriendwantedtokillme.I

hadtobeprotectedbecause,Ididn't.Iwasn't

introducedtotheancestors

Me:Whataretalkingabout

Sbahle:YouknowmeasSbahleKhozabutinactual

fact,Iam

Shetransformintoathan...

Me:Nthati

Istepbackwards.

Me:You



Nthati:Phindilecompletelychangedmywhole

identity

Me:How

Nthati:Itstrulyamazingwhatthatwomancando

Me:OkayImustbeinahazeofdreaming

Nthati:Theshadowwasstillhellbentongetting

you,evenafterithadlostsomeofitspowers.It

couldn'ttakeCynthiabecausepalreadysentherto

theriver,Iwasavesselanditknewhowmuchyou

lovedme

Me:Sba..Nthati



Nthati:Iwasn'tchosentobewithyou,butyouwere

attractedtome.Ithoughtitwasreallygoingtobe

PhindileandI,butyoucheatedwiththatSlindile

andgotherpregnant.Ileftandthatiswhenmylife

wasindanger

She'sbeenwithmethewholetime.

Me:WaitcomebackyousaidPhindilechangedyou,

thatmeanssheknowswhoyouare

Nthati:That'swhyIwasdrinkingandhadtheknife

withme.Ididn'twantmyidentitytoberevealed.I

livedaveryhappyandpeacefullife,thethoughtof

thatjustbeingtakenawaybecauseinkosazanesaid

didn'tsitwellwithme.Shecametoletmeknow

sinceshe'stakingMambaback,everysecretwillbe

outintheopen.Icouldn'tbarethat

Isitdown.



Me:Youlistenedtomebreakdownaboutyou,you

keptquietwhileIpouredmyheartoutandyouhave

beenwithmethiswholetime

Nthati:Mzwakhe

Me:YouknowwhatIneedaminute

Iammadashellrightnow,IleavebeforeIdo

somethingcrazy.

Phindile

MyphoneringsdisturbingSfisofromhissleep,I

sigh.

Me:What



Nthati:Othabilejwale(Youhappy)

Me:Hakebuene(Idon'tspeaksotho)

Nthati:Ihateyou

Shehungsup.

Sfiso:Haibo

Me:Iamsorry

Sfiso:Whowasthat

Me:Nobodyimportant

Atextcomesin"Ihopeyourstupidplancomesout".



Ireplyback"Iamhappytodieanytimesoon

sweetiepie"

Sfiso:Ihopeyourpeoplearenotburningdownmy

house

Me:Letsjustrestmylove

Sfiso:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iclosemyeyesandlayonhischest.

Zithulele

Thelovelysmellofbreakfastwascallingme,whata

beautifuldayitisoutside.Noonewashereatthe

diningtableexceptMandlenkosihewasdevouring



hisgiganticplateofmeat.

Mandlenkosi:Zithuleleuzokhala(Yougoingtocry)

Pearlwasbusypacingupanddown.

Me:Ma,ma

Pearl:Mmm

Shesmiles.

Me:Youokay

Pearl:Iamfinemyboy

Dadappearshelookslikeheisabouttokill



someone.Pearlstopsandlooksathim,Hepullsout

hisgunandchargersather.Mandlenkosigetsin

betweenthem.

Dad:Yousickconnivingb*tchwhydidn'tyoujust

killmehuh.Youuglywhorewhy

Whatsgothimsoangryearlyinthemorning.

Dad:Why?why?Didn'tyoudie,why?DidPhindile

showyoumercywhy?Whytakeawaymy

happinesswhy?WhatdidIeverdotoyou

Pearl:IthoughtPhindileisyourhappiness

Dad:Don'tgetsmartwithme.IneverthoughtI

couldhatesomeoneasmuchasIhateyou.You

fuckingdisgustme



Pearl:Iamsorryyoufeelthatway

Hetriestohither.

Mandlenkosi:Dadstop

Dad:Ihateyou,Ifuckinghateyouwithpassion.I

don'twantyouanywherenearme,myhouse.My

familyandmykidsyougotthatahyoufucking

disgustme

Hewalksaway,whatjusthappened.Shebreaths

out.

Mandlenkosi:Atleasthewillkeepyoucompany,I

goteverything

Shetakesherbagandleaves.



Me:Mandlenkosiwhatisgoingon

Mandlenkosi:Grownupproblemsdon'treallycare

Phindile

Whatabeautifulmorning,Iwokeupfeelingvery

calmandfree.Everythingisslowlyfallingintoplace,

letthemgethurtnowandmoveon.Theycarryalot

ofbaggageanditsmyjobtofixitbeforetaking

Mambaback.

Idon'tlikeargumentsalotandIwon'tstartafight

withthisone.

Ghetto:Whyyoucallingme

Me:Comeback



Ghetto:Ayaynkosazane

Me:Iamdyingchief,comebackwiththeMrs

Ghetto:Andhavethosebhengufreakscomeformy

life

Ichuckle.Heisonesnakethatshowedmeloyalty.

Hedidn'twanttoaccepthiscallingforalongtime,

whenhecrossedpathswithSakhile.His

grandfatherwaslikeohnoyouarenotescapingme

anymore.

Ghetto:Iwillcomephelabecauseitsyou

Me:Ghettoyouneverfoughtwithanyone,yourun

away



HewasindangerandIneededtoprotectmysnake

fromaruthlessgang.Hemovedawayandgot

marriedtotheirlittlesister.Theylivedahappylife,

itstimetocomebackhome.

Ghetto:OkayskatKeapackyourbagswegoing

backtoSouthAfrica

Ihungup,Sfisokissesme.

Sfiso:Whyyououtofbed

Ipointwithmyeyesonhiscrazyexwife.

Sfiso:Penelope,Penelope

Penelope:YowhathaveIdonenow



Hepointsathermother.

Penelope:Momwhatareyoudoing

Zenze:Breakfastwhatdoesitlooklike

Penelope:Okaymomthisis

Zenze:Don'tworryIammakingitformyself

Penelope:Letsleavethishere

Zenze:Penelope

Shepushesheraway.



Penelope:Letsgogetsomefreshair,andleave

peoplewhobelonginthekitchen.Shallwemother,I

thiswonderfuldressIneedtoshowyou

Zenze:Penelope

Penelope:Comemothercome

Ichuckle.

Pearl

Iarrivehomeandimmediatelythrowmyselfathim.

Sizwe:Ohmysweetheartitsokay

Me:IunderstandIwasbadbutIdeserveasecond

chance



Ifthekidsweren'ttherehewouldhaveblownmeto

smithereens.

Sizwe:Don'tthinknegatively

Mawande:Myfavoritepeople

Sizwe:Ay

Mawande:Dad

Sizwe:Can'tyouseeIamconsolingmywoman

Mawande:Iwanttoconsolehertoo

Sj:Yiniwena



Heenterssuckingonalollipop.Myphonerings.

Me:Youaveryverybadwoman

Phindile:WhatcanIsayIlearnedfromthebest,do

youknowwhatheishiding

Me:Nobutitsdeeplyconnectedtoyou.Pyousure

youwanttodothiswhatif

Phindile:NowhatifshereyoukeepondoingwhatI

tellyoutodookay

Isigh.

Me:You,ifyoujustdowhatitwantsinsteadof

makingeveryonebelievethat



Shehungsup...Sheisnottakingbackthesnake,

shehasputeveryoneinthisfalserealitylyingto

themandexposingsecrets.Peoplehowcanwe

convincehertotakebackthesnake.Nthati'ssecret

comingoutisthebeginningofbadnews
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Mandlenkosi

Itwaslayingonthebankoftheriver,Iwasslowly

strokingitswet,shinyskin.MamaMiamomhas

grownanevilheart,theonlythingthatcanpossibly

changeherandthat'sabigif.Tellingher,her

brotherisalivemaybe,maybeshewilltakehim

back.Butinthemeantime,Iwillcontinuebeinghim

andtrytofixthings.Nthatiopenedupsomebad

canofworms.

Me:Comebuddyyouhavetogobacknow

Herisesupandstaresatmedamnheisscary,but



cuteatthesametime.Youjustwanttoeathim,I

getupandheslowlyslithersbacktotheriver.Mom

playedmeandIdonotappreciatethat,shewillfeel

mywrathofnotlikingwhatsheisdoing.

Iriseupfromthepoolandstepout.

Dad:Mandlenkosi

Me:Ifyoutouchme,Iswearyounotgoingtolike

whatwillhappen

Ileavehimandgotomyroom.Ineedtopreparefor

work,myphoneringsasIentertheroom.

Me:Heymylove

Nande:Shedoesn'tlookokay,Idon'tknowifsheis



sickorwhat

Me:She'sjustsad

Nande:Don'tgooverthereandstartshouting

Me:Clearlyshepretendedtoheareveryone'scries

Nande:Mandlenkosi

Me:Youknowwhatgoodbye

Ihungupandhittheshower.

Sfiso

Iwatchasshemaneuveraroundthekitchenand

smiletomyself,Sfisoyoudidgood.Ihopeshewill



agreetomarryingme,shetookoffherweddingring.

Ineedtobuyadamngoodrock,becausetheone

shehadohmysweetlord.Iwillendupbeingbroke

before,IevengetmarriednoIamjoking.

Ayanda:Helloeveryone

Me:Reallydude

Helooksather.

Ayanda:Oomybad

Shequietlyhandsdadhistea,everyonecatchesher

drift.Whenshe'slikethis,theydarenotopentheir

mouths.

Dad:Ndodana(Son)



Me:Baba(Dad)

Dad:MfokaBhengu

Ayanda:Yebobaba

Nonhle:Morninghusband,heybabe.Sawubona

baba

Dad:Wababizakamnandikanjeminaungishiya

ngilenga(WhyamInotbeingcalledapetname)

Nonhle:Sawubonasthandwasam(Himylove)

Dad:Awubonike(Yousee)



Welaugh.

Nonhle:Nono

Phindile:Mmm

Shemakesacall,wehearshufflinganda"Ma"

Phindile:Sanganibonanjesixabeneyini(Wehaven't

seenyouguyswhat'swrong)

Njabulo:Ntsikayoutalk

"Notellthemwerunningawayfrommom"

Phindile:Aybenginibuzanjebafanabami(Iwas

justaskingmyboys)kulungilesengiyozwangani

(ItsfineIwillherefromyouguyssoon)



Njabulo:Yeboma

Myphonebeeps.Ismilemynewhouseisfully

furnished,Ihadtoredothewholeinterior.Ithasa

littlebitofmeandPhindile,Iwanthertobehappy

ineverykindofway.

Me:Mama

Shelooksup.

Me:Doinganythingtoday,Iwouldliketotakeyou

outonadate

Shesmilesandgivesmethethumbsup,Ibetter

havetheringbythan.



Me:Nathan

Nathan:Siragentlemanisoutsidewantingtosee

theMadam

Heshowsmethevideofootageofthatman.

Me:She'snothere

Nathan:Yessir

IsuggestheleavesPhindilealone,beforeIget

tickedoff.

Zithulele

Shehasalreadyruinedmymood.Ithink,Imustend

thingswithher.Thisisslowlybecominga

nightmareandIambowingout.



Me:OkayIamheadingout,Iwillbebacklaterdo

youneedanything

Mpho:Whereyougoing...Okayjustbringmeyour

happyface

Ismileandheadtotheliftitopens.

Me:Haibowhereyoubeen

Ndiswa:Inlifedearbrotherinlife

Me:Whoishe

Ndiswa:Hewho



Me:Don'tplaydumbwithme

Ndiswa:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

mcwaah

Shekissmycheekandheadtoherroom.Hee

MzwakheBhenguisgoingtofinishher,notifIget

toherfirst.

Mandlenkosi

Icameherewithhighhopesthatshemighthave

changedhermind,butnopeIcanfeelherheart.Its

socoldandunpleasant.

Me:Momhowcanyoubesoselfish

Ma:Selfishcanyouspellselfish



Me:Mahowcanyoulielikethis

Ma:HaveyoueverbeenblindMandlenkosi

Me:No

Ma:Lostyourmobility,couldn'thearasinglething.

HasthathappenedtoyouMandlenkosi

Me:Thatwasinthepastmomplease

Ma:Don'ttellmeaboutbeingselfishwhetherIwas

supposedtobekeepitornot.Takethatfool

Me:Mapleasedon'tdowhatyouthinkingofdoing,I

ambeggingyoutopleasereconsider.Weloveyou,

morethananythingyoucaneverimagine.Wenot

takingawayanythingfromwhatyouwentthrough,I



knowyounottakinghimbackbutIhopethings

change.Donotbegogogogookay,thinkaboutus

onemoretime

Itdon'tlooklikeIamgettingthrough,comeonmom

Iknowthiscan'tbetheend.

Sfiso

Ringshopping.WhatIfeelforPhindiledeepinside

haschanged.

Me:Justfillthehousewithflowersandcandles,

whyareyoubeingdumbyeahwhateverjustdoit

Iamsoexcitedandnervousatsametime.

Jeweler:HowmayIbeofservice



Me:Iamlookingforanengagementring,your

biggestandmostexpensive

Jeweler:Goingallout

Me:Iwanttoknockitrightoffthepark,waityour

mostexpensiveprincesscut.Whatisthat

Jeweler:Thebigbossrounddiamonds

Me:Aretheyexpensive

Jeweler:Apologiesformymeannessbutyoudon't

looklikethetypetoaffordit.Iamnotheretojudge

Me:Wowthatscoolletslookatthosethan,thisis

herringfingersize



Ihandhimherringandpicktheoneshiningbright.

Me:AnotherinsultfromyouIamshuttingthis

excuseofashoprightnow

Hechuckles.

Pearl

Ialreadyknowwhatawaitsme,mypunishment.

ThereisnothingSizweormykidscandotostop

her.

Phindile:Ithoughtwewereateam

Iremainquietandbracemyselfasthesnake

slithersaround.

Phindile:Howdoesmysonknow,Idon'twanttobe



tiedupwiththathorriblesnake

Me:Phindileyoustartingtoactlikehowgogodid

Phindile:MossIamjustfixingthingslikeIalways

do

Me:Noyoucreatingamonsterinsideofyou,one

dayyougoingtocrackonceyouhavehadenough

Phindile:IwishIcandownthiswhiskeybutIcan't,

whydoyalllikedefyingmePearlwhy

Sheputstheglassontable,theroomgoesstark

dark...Iopenmyeyes.

Phindile:Idon'thavealldaysocanwemakethisgo

quick



Shewasstandinginthemiddleoftheriver,Some

peoplewalkuptous.

Phindile

Iseehim,Ifinallyseethemanwhocausedmealot

ofpain.Hewalksuptomeandbows,theyarean

exactreplicaofhim.

Mamba:Nkosazaneekugcinenisekuphelile

wangikhulula(Youfreedme)

ShitheissohandsomeohmyGod,amanifhetook

careofhiskidsnoneofthiswouldhavehappened.

Mamba:Iskhathisokuzinakekela,yizeinhliziyoyami

ibuhlungukodwaimpilomeleiqhubeke(Itstimeto

takecareofyourself,eventhoughmyheartbreaks.

Lifemustcontinue)



Iwon'tmisshimdrivingmecrazy.

Masthole:Ohmysugarplumyouhavedoneit

againstallodds.Iamalsohurtingyouwere

supposedtolovemysontilltheendoftime,but

whoarewetogoagainstdestiny

Sheplayedahugeroleinmylife,IwishIcango

backwithher.

Masthole:YouthestrongestwomanIknowandyou

willforeverbemyqueen

Zobuhle:Bhengu,Shongololo,Dlabazane,KaLamula.

Phakamanibobhenguinkosazaneisifikile

She'stooprettytohavegonecrazylikethat.



Zobuhle:Thisismyfamilyalbum,Ihavekeptitfor

thisverymoment.Allthethingsandpicturesyou

needtoknowaboutmylifeasaprincess.Weowe

yougratitudefortheamazingthingsyouhavedone

forusnkosazaneuntilnexttime

Theystartfadingaway,okayIamgoingtomisshim

drivingmecrazy.TheycontinuefadingawayuntilI

can'tseethemanymore,buthecomesbackand

bowsonelasttime.Idiveinthewater,Iseehimjust

runningtowardsmeandhesmashesintome.

Iwakeupgasping...Ilookatmywrists,theyboth

gotthebirthmark.Ijustwantedtolivemylife,I

guessnot.
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Sfiso

Shehasn'tsaidawordsinceIpickedherup.Isshe



okay,didshefightwiththatwomanagain.

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Mmmyeah

Me:Whatswrong

Phindile:Nothingiswrong

Me:Somethingdifferentaboutyouandwhendid

yougetatattoo

Iholdherwristup.

Phindile:Sfisoyoudriving



Me:TellmephelawhomadeyoufeellikethisandI

willsortthemout

Phindile:Wewilltalkaboutitoncewegetwherewe

going

Ihopealliswell.

Mzwakhe

Ijustneededtimetoprocessthewholething.Iwas

outsideheryardandIseetheleopardmakingits

waytowardsme.

Me:Wowyousobig...WhathasNandebeen

feedingyou

Itrisesup,tapingmewithitspaws.



Me:Nobuddyyouheavy

Hegetsdown,Iopenthedooritjumpsinside.

"Hellomybaby,hellomybigbabyohboylookhow

cuteandbigyouare".

Me:Hi

Sbahle:Hi

Me:SowhatdoIcallyounowSbahleNthati

Sbahle:WhateverfeelscomfortableforyoubutI

preferyoucallmesbahle

Istillcan'tbelievesheisNthati.



Me:IamsorryokayallIcouldthinkofwasjust

breakingandtearingthingsapart

Sbahle:Iunderstandnoneofthis

Me:Youdon'thavetoexplain,Iappreciatewhatshe

didforyou

Shesmiles.

Me:Doyouwantthemtoknowwhoyouare

Sbahle:Nope

Me:ButPhindilemightyouknowexposeyourtruth



Sbahle:Shewon't

Me:How

Sbahle:Lookatyourchestshe'stakenMambaback

What.Ipullmytopdownandthebigguyisbackon

myleftsidechest.

Me:WowsoIcanturnintothisguynowonder

everythingjustfeelsdifferent

Sbahle:Ihavemeatandmovieswecanwatch

Ismile.

Phindile



Westartedofinarestaurantthanwentforalittlebit

ofshopping,nowweatthisgorgeoushouse.He

playssomemusic.

Sfiso:Champagneforthelady..Justoneglass

Me:Thankyou

Hegentlygrabsmywaistandkissme.

Sfiso:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hesmiles.

Voice:Pleasesayyes



Me:Whosehouseisthis

Sfiso:Eyakhosthandwasam(Itsyoursmylove)

Me:Youboughtanewhouse

Sfiso:JustforyouandI,Ihadtochangeitsinterior

didn'timpressmethatmuch

Me:Youohmygoodness

Sfiso:Wecanmoveinherewheneveryouwantand

nobodywouldknow.Igotsomethingforyou

Heputstheglassdown,hesearchesinhispockets

andcomesoutwithasmallbox.Heopensit,Icover

mymouth.



Voice:Pleasesayyes

Me:Yes

Sfiso:What

Me:YesSfisogetonyourkneesanddothisquickly

Hechuckles.

Sfiso:Iwassonervousaboutthiswholethingand

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:Okayokay



Hegoesdownononeknee.

Sfiso:Mamngunicelaungenzeindodaemadodeni

(Pleasemakemethehappiestmanever)

Me:YesIwillmarryyouohmygoodness

Hetakestheringandinsertitonmyleftfingerand

kissesmyhand.

Me:Ohmygoodnessthisisgorgeous

Sfiso:Youlikeit

Me:Iloveit

Sfiso:Youhavenoideahowhappyyoujustmade

me



Me:Yougoingtoneedsomebadasslawyerstoget

meoutofmymarriage

Sfiso:IamSfisoNkosidon'tworryaboutit

Me:Raceyoutothebedroom

Istartrunning.

Sfiso:Youdon'tevenknowthisplace

Me:Iknow

Ishoutandwelaugh.

Sfiso



Iwasn'tsosureshewillagree,wetwodifferent

people.Weseemtosharethesameamountof

crazyandbaggagefollowingus,thatwecan'tseem

togetridof.Shehasthousandsofkids,Igot

thousandsofkids.Wegotthroughtheeasypart,

nowthehardworkbegins.

Me:Youneverlookedatmelikethat

Wewerelayingnakedoutsidethebalconywatching

thestars.

Me:Youhappyright

Phindile:YesbabyIamhappy

Me:Sowhat'ssoscaryaboutthismarriage



Phindile:Beforewegotmarriedhesigned

everythingtome.Everythingtheyownisundermy

name,soweaddedsomestupidclausesinour

marriagepapers.IfwegotdivorcedIwouldendup

injail,ifIdieeverythinggoestocharity

Me:What

Phindile:Neverdidwethinkweweregoingto

separate,butwediditwon'tmatterifIservehim

divorcepapers.Hewilldefinitelysendmetojail,

unlesswechangeeverything.Icangivehimdivorce

papersbutishegoingtoletgoofme

Me:Helookslikethetypebutwedowedointhe

meantime.IwantyoutobeMrsNkosi

Sheadmiresherringagain.Wegoingtofixthings.



Zithulele

Theliftopens.

Me:Mpho

Mpho:"Comingjustasec"

ShecookedIamnoteatingthat.Ilookup,she

comesdownwearinglingerie.

Me:MphoIamtiredgirl

Mpho:WellyouwillbehappyonceyouhearwhatI

havetosay

Me:Okay



Mpho:IthinkImayhaveanexplanationforyour

nauseaandgrumpiness

Ilookather.

Mpho:Iampregnant

Ifaint.
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Zithulele

Iamgoingthroughthemost.Ihadtotalktomy

siblings,everyonceinawhilewetrytohavea

siblingvacation.Onerentsahousewecome

togetherandhaveagoodtime,Ineededthem.As

soonasIregainedconsciousness.Icalledthem

cryingandtheyallpulledthrough,evenKwenzoand

Onela.Theyslowlywarminguptous,Idon'tknow

whatintheBhengudidIdotodeservethis.



Kwanele:Nogirlfriendnoproblem

Them:Ehhhe

Me:Whoeversaidpeoplemustbeinarelationship

mustbeburned.Ibenotwantingtobeina

relationship,whywebenotjustfuckingonly

Ipullandpuffout.

Kwanele:Don'tkillyourselfnow

Me:WhatIamabouttotellyouguyspleasedon't

don'tchoke

Emi:Welisteningbaby



Me:Whydidn'tIgetyoukodwa

Ikeepquietandcry,theylaugh.

Me:She'spregnant

Stha:Who

Me:Mpho

Icryevenlouderandtheycrackup.

Me:Idon'tknowhowthefuckthishappened,she

wasn'tsupposedtobe

Langa:Howdoyouknowitsyours



Ilookupandwipemytears.

Langa:Immediatelytheywillhavethebirthmark

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Wearrivebackhomeafteranawesomenight.I

wishwecanstaytherefortherestoflives,butwe

can'tnobody'swillstartlookingforusandtheywill

interruptourperfectlittlepeace.

Sfiso:Andweback

Ithrowmyselfonthebed.

Me:Whydidwecomeback



Sfiso:Yousaidpeoplearegoingtosendanarmyto

lookforus

Me:YouknowyourexandIknowthefatherofmy

kidswewouldn'thavepeace

Ilookatmyring.

Me:Whatcutisthis

Sfiso:RoundyouknowthatjewelersaidIdon'tlook

likethetypethatcanaffordsucharock

Me:Theydid

Sfiso:Babeyoushouldhaveseenhim,hewas

beingalljudgey,judgeybutwegotalongjustfine



Me:AndIamafiance

Hekissesme.Myphonerings.

Me:BabakaZakhele

Mzwakhe:Yamkami(Hellowifey)

Me:Yes

Mzwakhe:Ikutshelileinganeyakhoukuthiqulekile

(Didyousontellyouhefainted)

Ilaugh.

Me:Likefatherlikeson



Mzwakhe:Don'tbecomparingmetonoamateurs,

butlistenhegotsomeonepregnantapparently

Me:DidyoufixthingswithMandlenkosi'sbaby

mama

Mzwakhe:AlongtimeagowhenamIseeingyou

Me:Forwhat

Mzwakhe:Weneedtotalk

Me:GoodbyeMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Awmommy

Ihungup.



Mzwakhe

Ahshehunguponme.

Mandlenkosi:Dadbeforeyousayanythingsheis

heretohelpme

Pearl:Youwon'tevennoticeIamhere

Theywalkaway.

Me:Pearl

Shestopsandturnsaround.

Me:IapologizeforthewayIspoketoyoutheother

day.Youareamonsterandyoujustruinedmylife.

ButIshouldn'thavetalkedtoyoulikethat



Pearl:Iknow,IwasthedevilhimselfbutIhave

changed.Iamnotcreepyandyoucantellbymy

aura,itspeaceful

Nothingpeacefulaboutyougirl,shesmilesand

walksaway.

Thobani:Wherearethekids

Me:Oftonursemysonsbruisedego

Welaugh.

Me:Stopitthat'smyson

Thobani:Mostpeoplebehappyyourpsycho's,they

faintanotheronebadlyhurthimselfandwas



hospitalized.Whatthehell,haibousemngakalo

Hestrutsaroundtheyard.

Me:Heavyalso

Thobani:Doesithaveaname

Me:Icallhimsexy

Thobani:Sexycomehereboy

Iopenthedoorstheleopardenters,Lwazi'smother

shows.Ifeelitsanger.

Me:Sexynowedon'tattackfemales,badboystay

hey



Thobani:Youknowtheysaytheyhavethesharpest

eyesblahblah

Phindile

Sfiso:Whereyougoingnow

Me:IamgoingsomewhereIcan'ttellyoubecause

ifIdo,youwilldie

Hechuckles.

Me:Seethatbigtreedownthecorner

Sfiso:Okayitsgettingserious

Me:ExactlyIhavetofindouthowIamgoingto

navigatethis



Sfiso:Youknowthere'saroomoutsidethatwas

specificallymadeforsomethinglikethat,morelikeI

wasforcedto

Me:Betterletsgothere

Iremovemyhairandputonadoek.

Sfiso

Igrababroomandweheadout.

Me:ItsnotcleanbutIwillgiveitalightsweep

Iunlockandopenthedoor,wetakeourshoesof

andenter.Shegrabsthebroomandputsitaside,

notsoroughphelababy.



Phindile:Pleaselightthisup

Igrabthecandleandsideplate.

Phindile:SabelaniboBhengunanguumtwanawenu

esondela.(Standup,itsmeyourqueencoming

beforeyou)NgihambanensizwalayakwaNkosi,

uNdlangamandleisifikilekeyazongicela

ngasamukelaiscelo.(IamherewithSfisoNkosi,he

hasaskedmetobehisandIhaveacceptedhis

request)

Shelooksatme,Iclearmythroat.

Me:SabelaniboMkhulunogogoiminaindodana

yenu.(Standup,itsmeyourson)Ngizakuni

ngokukhuluuzithoba,ngiyacelakuni

ningikhanyiselaningeseke.(Icomebeforeyou

askingforyourguidance,showmethewaysupport

me)Iyithathileinhliziyoyamiinkosazaneyenu



boBhengungiyacelaningivumele,ngiyathembisa

ngizoyiphathangezandlaezifudumele.(Shehas

stolenmyheart,Iamaskingforpermission.Please

allowmetobewithher,Ipromisetotakegoodcare

ofher)

ThecandleblowsofIlookather.

Me:Thatsnotgood

Phindile:Ihavetoshowyousomethingifyoucan

handleitthanwecancontinue

Shegetsupandstartstakingoffherclothes.

Me:Phindile

Shegetscompletelynakedandthemost



unbelievablethinghappens.
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Phindile

Hewasstandinginthecorneroftheroom,holding

hischest.Islowlychangebacktomyhumanself

andgetdressed...Isitdownandlookathim,Iwant

tocryrightnowbecauseheismakingmefeel

uncomfortable.

Sfiso:Uhmwethatsdifferent...Okay

Hewipeshishandsandwalkstome.

Sfiso:Youareasnake

Me:YesthatspartofmygiftIcanturnintoasnake



Sfiso:Cool

Heissmiling.

Sfiso:Canwegoscaremyexwife

Ichuckle.

Me:No.Icannotuseitformaliciousintent

Sfiso:Butohyeahsowhenwehavesexareyou

goingtoslitheryourtongueout

Ihithimontheshoulder,helaughs.

Me:Younotscared



Sfiso:Gogohadsaiddon'treadtomuchintowhat

youare.ShekeptsayingyouananimalI'mlike

animal,heydon't.Iloveyounonetheless,thatis

yourbeautyyouoneinamillion.Nothingcan

compare

Hekissesme,Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckand

cry.

Sfiso:Don'tcryIamnotgoinganywhere,itsokay

Heappearsintheroomstandinginthecorner,with

hislegup.

Me:Theymaynotagreetoourunion,butmy

happinessandkeepingthegiftcomesfirst

Sfiso:Younotdying



Me:Idon'tknowbutIamstrongenoughtobeatit

Sfiso:That'sallIwanttohearyousay

Wekiss.

...

Sfiso

Whatawow,whatanexperiencethishasbeen.

Phindileisasnakeisn'tthatcoolandscaryatthe

sametime.Butamazingandcool,Iwokeupfeeling

veryoverwhelmedwithexcitement.

Dad:Whatisthisfamilymeetingabout

Me:Whatfamilymeeting



Dad:Zenzesaidyoucalledameeting

Me:Ididn'tcallnomeeting

Theyjoinus.

Mdu:Thisbetterbegood,Iwaspeacefullysleeping

Mybabycomesinabeautifulblackjumpsuit,call

thefirefightersmybabyisservingflames.

Mdu:Makotiuwenalo

Phindile:Whatisthisabout

Me:Youlookbeautiful



Phindile:Thankyou

Zenze:Ohgoodeveryoneishere

Musa:Can'tevencompare

Mdu:ThereisnothingtocompareyesesPhindile

whatisgoingon

Zenze:Uhmfrommyknowledgeanancestralhouse

isnotmeanttobedisrespected

Phindile:Arghmxm

Sheheadstothekitchen,Isigh.

Dad:Ubaniobengayihloniphiindluyabadala(Who

wasnotrespectingtheancestralhouse)



Zenze:Sfisoandhisthing,Idon'tknowwhereyou

pickupthisstraysthesemoderngirlsnowadays

havenorespect.Whohassexkwindluyabantu

abadala

Mdu:Youwokemeupforthis

Zenze:Itsdisgustinganddistastefulhowcanyou

twodothishaveyounoshame

Dad:Sfiso

Me:SowhatifIwasbeingintimate,Iwasbeing

intimatewithmyfiance

Zenze:Fiance



Sheputsherhandupinherfaceanddanglesit.

Musa:Ndlangamandla

Mdu:Bafocongratulations

Me:Thankyou

Penelope'sbirthdaymustcomeandpassnow.

Zithulele

Wehereatthegynethismorning,ifthisisreallymy

babyshewillhavethesnakeandspearbirthmark

rightonherstomach.

Mpho:Hedoesn'tbelieveIampregnantsowehere

toverifythat



Gyne:Pleaseliftyourshirtup

Shedoes,Idon'tseenobirthmark.Sheappliesthe

gelandrunsthestickonherbelly.

Gyne:Yourfirstbaby

Mpho:Yes

Isigh.

Gyne:Lookslikethere'stwoofthem

What.

Mpho:Heisatwinhimselfandhisfamilyisblessed

withtwins



Gyne:Congratulationsareinorder

Me:Howfaralongisshe

Gyne:Iwouldsaysixweeks

Istartcountinginmyhead.

Mpho:OhmyGodbabywegoingtohavetwins

Thefuckweare,there'snowayinhelltheseare

mine.

Me:WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto

Mpho:What



Me:Nothing

Ihavetospeaktomomshewillknowifsheisreally

pregnantwithmykids.

Phindile

IknowwhatshewantstosayIknowthatlook,we

wentoutonalunchdate.

Me:ComeonIknowyouwanttosayit

Nonhle:NojustthatwhenMzwakhewantedyouto

lookthishot,yougavehimonethousandreasons

whyyoucannot

Me:YouteamMzwakhenow



Nonhle:Don'tgetmewrongwealwayskeptitreal

witheachother

Me:Itseasiertodoitwhenit'snotforceduponyou.

IwanttodressthewayIwanttolook,isthatabad

thing

Nonhle:Nobuthewantedyoutobethisbarbiedoll

foralongtime.PhindiledidyouloveMzwakheor

Me:Ididlovehim,Ireallydiditmayhaveseemed

likeIdon't,butIwascrazyabouthim.Yousawme

puttingtheeffortandhebrokeupwithme

Nonhle:Iamstartingtothinkyoudidn'tlovehim

Me:B*tchreally



Welaugh.

Me:Youareahypocriteallofyouincludingthose

ancestors

Nonhle:Ishetreatingyouwell

Me:Hemakesitsoeasyandflowing,heistotally

different

Nonhle:AndtheweddingringohmyGodmyeyes

Me:Beautifulisn'tit

Nonhle:Andexpensivewow

Me:Mmm



Nonhle:Andthanthatwifeyohthatuglywife.Iwish

Icanslaphersobad

Me:YouandIboth,sheiswickedandhisweakness

Nonhle:EishIcanalreadyseeshewillfindawayto

breakhim,shewon'tstop

Me:Ineedeveryoneonmyside,theyalittlebit

sceptical.Theystillwatchingme

Nonhle:AslongasyouhappymyloveIamhappy

foryou.Iknowhowweusedtocryandyarnforthat

man'sheart

Me:IreallythoughtokayIamdonenowlet'sbein

loveweeIwaswrong



Welaugh.

Nonhle:Mamba

Me:ItookhimbackmykidsandSfisowouldhave

neverforgivenme.Iambacktobeingmeagain,

don'tworryhusbandcantakeasmuchtimeashe

wants.AlthoughyallmustgoseeLuyanda

Shepopshereyesout.

Sfiso

Iwasexplainingtothemwhatwasgoingon,we

werejustmakingtheancestorsawareofourunion

andthattheypleasedon'tstandinourway.

Mdu:Manjeleyobunqunuithiwani(Thenakedpart)



Me:Angikwaziukunitshelalokhomekukuthuyafuna

ukunikhombisanizombona(Ican'ttellyouthat,its

uptoherifshewishestotellyou)

Iain'ttellingthemsheisasnake,thismightget

Zenzeriledupandshewillstartspreadingrumors.

Me:Amadlozibakwethuakukhookunye(It'sjust

ancestorsnothingmore)

Dad:Usebenzilesengabuyelaekhaya(Youdidgood,

Icangobackhomenow)

Me:Engathnonkemeleniphindeleemakinimanje

ay(Perhapsallofyoushouldgobacktoyourown

houses)

Musa:Youdon'thavetotellmetwice



Hegrabshisplateandwalksawaywelaugh.
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Nonhle

Ittotallyslippedmymindthatwehavetolet

Luyandaknow,hisbrotherisout.Sfisowaskind

enoughtoborrowusNathanandtoldustoquickly

bringhimback,hecannotleavePhindile'sside.I

lovehowheistakingcareofher,shedeservesallof

itallofit.

Nathan:AmIintherightplace

Me:Yeah

Istepoutofthecarandgoringtheintercom.



"Yes"

Me:LuyandaisLuyandathere

Her:Whomightyoubeaskingformyhusband

Me:Hismyhusbandaswell

"Nonhle"

Ihearthecamerasounds,thegateopens.Imotion

toNathantodrivein,Ifollowthemin.Hejustcries,I

walkuptohimandhughim.

Zithulele

MandlenkosimightbeabletohelpmebeforeIget

tomom.IwasstressingoutandIdon'tdealwell

withstress.



Me:Mandlenkosi

Mandlenkosi:HonestlyIdon'tknowbro,aBhengu

childandthemhastohavethemark

Iclosemyeyes.

Mandlenkosi:Butletscallmom

Hetakesouthisphoneandmakesacall.

Mom:Boyboy

Hesmiles.

Mandlenkosi:Zithuleleisdyinghere



Me:Ma

Mom:Yesmyboy

Me:Mawewenttothehospitalyesterdayandshe

didn'thavethebirthmark,shouldImakeanyhasty

decisionsortheremustbeareallygood

explanationforthis

Mom:BabyIdon'tknow

Me:MomIknowyoudon'tlikemebecauseIam

rudeandallbutplease

Mom:SeriouslysweetheartIdon'tknow,your

ancestorsarenotshowingmeanythingbut

somebodyispregnant



Me:Canwedoaconsultationorsomething

Mom:OkayIwillbetherelater

Mandlenkosi:MomwhyamIstillasnake

Mom:Becauseyouwerechosentobeasnake

Mandlenkosi:Isn'tyourfirstbornsupposedtobe

Mom:Itdoesn'tworkthatwaydon'tpanicasyet.I

willfindoutwhywecan'tseeiftheyareBhengu'sor

not

Me:Thankyou



Theylaugh.

Phindile

Iamsurprisedwhytheancestorsarebeingquiet

aboutthis,thisisverystrange.

Sfiso:Everythingokaymylove

Me:Alliswell..Ohcomeonyoucan'tbemad,its

yourfaultweareapart

Helooksathimselfinthemirror.

Sfiso:Sorry

Me:Whatisgoingwiththeprince



Mamba:"IwouldtellyoubutIdon'twantto"

Me:IamheadingovertothemansionmayIplease

go,IwillleaveonceIfinishhere

Sfiso:Whoyoutalkingto

Me:Iamtryingtofigureoutwhatisgoingon,both

myson'sgirlfriendsarepregnant.Oneislikeclose

tothreemonths,shedoesn'tknowandoneis

pregnant.ButIcan'ttellifsheispregnantwithhis

babiesornot

Sfiso:Two

Helaughs.

Sfiso:Whatishedoingwithtwogirlfriendswhich



oneismybabypregnant

Me:NoZithulele

Sfiso:Weeeayhewantstorunawayfromhis

responsibilities

Me:Iwon'tallowhimtodothatheputhimselfin

thispositionandhemusttakeresponsibility

Mychildrenareabitofmeandalotliketheirfather.

Nonhle

Luyanda:IsthisreallyyouamInotbeingputin

somespiritualworld

Ayanda:It'sreallymebro



Webringthedrinksandfood.

Luyanda:Howyouknow.IkeptgoingandIwastold

youdon'twanttoseeanyoneandthatwas

confusingbecauseyoualwayswerehappyand

excitedformyvisitbro

Ayanda:Iunderstandnobodycouldhavegottenme

outexceptforher

Luyanda:Ithoughtnobodycaredtheyall

Hisfacechanges.

WemustforgiveMzwakhe,wegotoutbecausewe

hadtoforgivehim.

Luyanda:Nonhle



Me:Iamherebhuti

Luyanda:Howisshe,Ididn'tevenrealizethings

werebad

Ayanda:Sheisthebomb,shehasalwaysbeen

beautifulandjustbreathtakingnowitsonanother

level

Luyanda:Iwouldliketogoseeherandthankher

Ismile.

Luyanda:Babyheisout

Athandwa:IseethatmyloveuhmNonhleI



Ishakemyhead.

Luyanda:Wewilltalkaboutthatsomeothertimefor

now

Ayanda:Luyandastopityouareagrownman

Luyanda:Andheisback

Welaugh.

Wehavealotofcatchinguptodo,likehim

marryingCynthia'ssister.Thegangstersister.

Phindile

IarriveatthemansionandIambeingwelcomed

withopenarms,theyfussingandstressingoverme.



Me:Stopit,itsnotlikeyalldon'tknowme

Linda:Phindileforoncejustgowiththeflow

Me:Shutup

Zithulele:Mom

Hehugsmeandcries.

Me:Whywecrying

Zithulele:Ma

Me:Stopbeingridiculouswhatdoyouexpectto

happen.Youhavesexandbabieshappenalong

withmanyotherthings



Zithulele:IknowIjustdidn'tthinkitwouldturnout

likethis

Me:Okaycomeletsgo

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Me:Hi

Mzwakhe:Youlookgood

Me:Thankyou,come

Zithulele:Mom

Me:Doyouwantmetohelpyou



IamavoidinghimasbestasIcan,theonlything

connectingusisourkids.
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Mzwakhe

Myboywasfreakingoutitsjustababy.Ihave

sevenofthemandtheystillfreakingmeout,hewill

dojustfine.

Me:Heyheynolaughingatmyboy

Heissooutofit.

Zithulele:Don'tgetmewrongIamsayingIwon't

takecareofmykidifitismykid,iftheyaremykids

Me:Twins



Theylaughevenharder.

Zithulele:Butitwasn'tsupposedtobeher,I

definitelyamnotthrilledaboutit.Buttakingcareof

it,themwillbemynumberonepriority

Me:Thatswhatamandoes,whetheryoudon'tlike

theperson,thechildalwayscomesfirst

Zithulele:Wenotdoinganythinguntilforsurethose

aremykids

Thabiso:HoldondidyallseePhindile

Linda:Damnmommybelookingallkindsoffine

yohthedoctormustbedoingsomethinggood,

Mzwakhe



Theylaugh.

Me:Manjengingenaphimina(Howisthatanyofmy

business)

Linda:Youdon'tfeelsometypeofway

Me:No

Mandlenkosi:Lies

Me:Wegotkidstogetherobviouslythere'sgoingto

bethosetypeoffeelingsbutwebothmovedon

Linda:Ohshemovedon,shefuckingmovedon



Everybodymustjustrest.

Phindile

Istepoutofthebathroom,Sfisoisstillsleeping.I

enterhiscloset,heemptiedhalfofhisstufffor

mines.IrememberhowIfoughtwithMzwakhe,

whenthatwardrobewasgone.Hewaslivedbut

oncehelaideyesontheclosethewashooked,wait

whyamIreminiscingaboutMzwakhe.

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:Yesmylove

Me:Whatiswrong

Sfiso:Ithink,Iamcomingdownwithsomething



Me:Yousureyounotmadaboutwhatyousaw

Helooksatmeandlooksaway.

Sfiso:Iwillhurtthemsobad

Ilaugh.

Me:Wellonthebrightsideyougotthegirl

Theyboyswantedtomakehimmadsotheydidall

kindsofstuffjusttopisshimof,whenhecameto

fetchme.

Me:Didyoubath

Sfiso:Yes



Inod.

Sfiso:Howdiditgo

Me:IguessIhavetomeetthegirl,theyseriously

notshowingmeanything.Ieventriedoutside

nothing

Sfiso:Hopefullyyouwillfindasolution

Me:Soon

Isigh.

Zithulele

Iamjustgoingtoignoreher,Iwon'tgiveherthat

kindofpoweroverme.



Mpho:Whatdoyouthinkaboutthisone

Me:MphoI'mbusycan'twedothisathome

Icametowork,Iwastiredofthoseoldmen

laughingandalsoIwasexperiencingsomeanxiety.

Workkeepsmesaneandshehadtocometodrive

mecrazy.

Mpho:Itwouldn'tkillyoutopayattentionyouknow

eversinceItoldyouIampregnantyouhateme

ThedooropensKimenters.

Mpho:Don'tyouknock

Kim:IamhisPAIdon'tneedtoknock



Shelooksatme.

Kim:DoIcomebackorIgiveyouyourschedule.I

willcomebacklater

Sheleaves.

Mpho:Sheissorudeyouneedtofireher

Me:Iamnotfiringanyone

Me:Iamthemotherofyourchildren,whoissheto

talktomelikethat.Mphogohomeyoudisturbing

me...Mpho

Goodgriefgivemeabreak.



Phindile

Theguyscomebackfromsomewhere,Ihadwater

readyforthem.

Me:Eywozanila

Sfiso&Musa:uMdu

Mdu:Haibonalibhadilami

Theylaugh.

Me:Phuzanila

Sfiso:Yinilesthandwasam(whatisthismylove)

okay



Hedrinkshisglass,theyshruganddrinkupalso.

Mdu:Mmmm

Sfiso:Mmmthatwasrefreshing

Me:Youcangoonaboutyourday

Nonhlewalksinlaughs.

Me:Usisiwabantuisoutofoptionsnow,hermind

isonafrenzy

Shetakesoutjuicefromtherefrigerator.

Nonhle:WhatdoesshewantfromSfisoreally



Me:She'sthetypewhenthingsgobadhere,she

runsandcomeshere.Shefixesthingsandjust

whenthingsarestartingtogogood

Nonhle:Shedropsthemotherfuckerandgoesback

home

Me:IthinksheusedsomethingonSfisoanditsno

longerworking

Nonhle:No

Me:Iamprotectingthem

Nonhle:Youthinksheisintowitchcraft

Me:Iamsayingthatwillbeherlastresort



Nonhle:YouhavetotellSfisolistenyoudoingthis

lovethingdifferently.Don'tallowthiswomantobe

comfortableanylongerthanshehasbeen

Me:YouthinkIshould

Nonhle:OhminaIwouldruntoAyanda,Iain't

lettingnoragtakemyman.OneIworkedsohard

fortogetnoboo,infactyoushouldputyourfoot

down.Sheleavesoryouleavefinish

Doesshehaveapointorshejustwantsustofight

her.

Nonhle:Don'tthinkaboutunlessseeingyour

husbandagaindidsomething,getridofher

Zithulele

Wehereatthecomplex,checkingouthowfarithas



gone.

Mandlenkosi:Thenextbestthingisformomto

meether,fromthereshewillbeabletotell

Me:Letitbelikethat,Idon'twanttobegoing

throughthis

Mandlenkosi:Don'tbeactinglikeitistheendofthe

world

Me:Iwillalwaysbetieddowntothatwoman,you

alsolostitwhenNingitoldyoushe'spregnant

Mandlenkosi:Iamjustifiedshecheatedonmeand

thanrocksupsayingshe'spregnant.You,youtwo

timingthem



Me:Mxm

Helaughs.

Me:Whosesideareyouon

Mandlenkosi:Somebodyhastokeepitreal

Me:Whataretheydoinghere

Mandlenkosi:Wetookdownthatwallsotherewill

bealongpassage.Weaddingawindowthere

bringingmoreshineinandsomeview

Me:Ithought,Isaidnomorechanges

Mandlenkosi:Hepaidsomemoremoney



Me:Mandlenkosi,butopeningupthespaceisgood

andnothaveitconfinedthanpeopledon'trent

Thisisgoingtobeoneexpensiverental,myphone

beeps.ItakeitoutitsamessagefromMpho,ah

thisisarecipefordisaster.Waititalreadyblewup

inmyface.
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Twomonthslater

KimberlyMathe

Ilookatallthepregnancytestsandtheyallpositive,

nonothiscannotbehappening.Icallmysister.

Thabile:Mtakama



Me:Canyoucometothecityitsreallyimportant

Thabile:Whatiseverythingokay

Me:Ngiyakucelasisiwamiwoza(PleasesisIam

beggingyou)

Ihungupandcry.

Niggerdumpsmeandleavesmewithababy,you

havegottobekiddingme.Myphonerings,Iwipe

mytearsbeforeanswering.

Me:Hello

Zithulele:Whatswrong



Me:Whatdoyouwant

Zithulele:Iamcomingover

Me:Zithulelewhyyouharassingme

Hehungsup.FuckhecannotknowIampregnant,I

graballthepregnancytestsandboxesthanlookfor

aplasticbag.Iopentheshelfasnakespringsout,I

screamandbangmyheadagainstthewall.

Me:Ouch!

Beforedarknesscompletelytakesoverme,Ifaintly

hearsomevoices.

Voice:OhsheiscarryingtheheiroftheBhengu

clan



Voice:Ngobaisikhonainkosananenkosazane

ezinyeizintozingabuyaesmeni(Nowthatthe

princeandprincessarehere,somethingscango

backtonormal)

Me:Whoarepeople,istheresomeonehere

Voice:Restmychilddon'tworryhewillknowwhen

thetimecomes

Ifeeldrowsinessandheavinessthanblackout.

Zithulele

Anothersiblingtrip,Ididn'twanttogobecause.I

justwasn'tokayweatSthabiso'shouse,daddy

Thobani'sfirstborngettingreadytoleave.



Kwanele:SitshelekeZithuleleBhengukwenzakalan

(Telluswhatisgoingon)

Theylaugh.

Esi:Momeverythingisokaynookaybye

Me:KimandIbrokeup

Them:What

Me:MphocaughtusandIhadtochoosebetween

them

Esi:YouchoseMpho

Isigh.



Kwanele:Ithoughtyouwerecrazyaboutkimzozo

Me:Iambut

Kwanele:Youcrazyformpho

Me:InfactitsMandlenkosi'sfault

Mandlenkosi:Nowheisblamingme

ImetMphothroughMandlenkosi'sgirlfriendbaby

mamanow,becausetheysisters.

Me:Manitsthatsomething

Esi:Andanotherting



Iknow,ImessedupbutthingsarechangingMpho

stilldoesn'thavethebirthmark.Theythinkperhaps

thebabieshaveit.Ithinkwealsogettingpunished

fornottreatingmomwell.Nooneissafeeveryone

getsit.

Phindile

SfisoandIjustgotbackfromaminivacation,just

whatIneeded.Thingsareprogressing,Iliketothink

myrelationshipwithmybabiesissolidnow.Still

nothingwithMpho,weyettomeet.MzwakheIam

stillnotreadytohaveasitdownwithhim,Idon't

evenwanttoknowwhatisgoingoninhislife.Iwill

justbeprotectingthemfromafar.

Hegivesmeaperkonmylips.Ismile,Itoldhim

whatIsawZenzedoingorratherwhatshewas

goingtodo.HewaslividPenelopedidn'thaveher

party,hegaveeveryoneanultimatumandInever

heardathingfromher.



Ntsika:Itstruewhattheysayasickpersonjust

becomessobeautiful

Me:Heybaby

Ntsika:Quickquestionwhatthefuckdidyougetme

into

Ilaugh,Iamalsointheprocessofdivorcing

Mzwakhe.Sfisoisextremelyecstaticaboutthat.

Ntsika:Malikeseriously,seriously

Me:Canwedosomething

Ntsika:Yeahfuckhisballsandhavehimchangeit



Me:Youthelawyerhere,Iampreparedtogotowar

Ntsika:Wenotstartingwarherewe

Sfiso:HaiboNtsikayouhavetodosomething

Ntsika:ButnotatrainsmashIcangetyououtofit

Me:Really

Ntsika:Ididn'tbecomealawyerbecauseIwas

scaredno.Iwillgetyououtofitallyouhavetodo

ismakehimsign

Sfisokissesme.

Zithulele



Icouldn'tgo,Idecidedtoimmersemyselfwithalot

ofwork,tryingtodistractmyselffrommy

relationshipproblems.ButIamfailing,thedoor

opensanditsdad.

Dad:Youstillcrying

Me:HowdidyouknowIwashere

Dad:Ikeeptrackofeveryone

Isigh.

Dad:Whatsup

Me:Tellmeaboutyourhoelife

Dad:Why



Me:Iwasn'tplayingthemmaybeitlookedthatway.

IwasgoingtoendthingswithMphothanshetells

mesheispregnant.Iwassortofinapredicament.I

wasinlovewiththishumblenessandthanIhad

thiscrazysparkyouknow.

Ilovedthembothactuallytheybothhadpotential,

butIwasn'tabletosatisfybothwithouthurtingthe

other.

Me:Ifeelsoincompletewithoutthem

Dad:Wow

Me:Iamamess

Dad:Thatwaswrongofyoustringingthemalong.

Whatwasthepointofyoubeingwiththem,ifyou



weregoingtoenduphurtingoneofthem.Because

theotherdoesn'tdoitforyou.Ilovedyourmother

youknowandIdidn'ttreatherright,evenifwewere

cursed.IrealizeIwasn'tgood.WhatIamtryingto

saydon'tchaseafterexcitementorsome

experienceandleaveagoodthingathome.Come

letsgoleavework,thecompanywon'tcrumble

withoutyou

Ipushmychairbackandsigh.Ijustwanttoknowif

theymykidsarenot.

Phindile

SfisogonebacktothehospitalandIamhereby

myself.Nonhleisoutsidewithhermanthey

probablypoundingeachother,theyoverthe

awkwardness.Isitdownonthepatioandsigh.Iam

happyNtsikacangetmeoutofmymarriage,

gettingMzwakhetosignwillbeamissionandarisk

Iamwillingtotake.



Icallhim,itgoestovoicemail.

Penelope:Youback

Me:Yeapbacktotheboringoldlife,doyouhateme

Penelope:Why

Me:Yourmotherisnolongeraroundand

Penelope:Nomomisaroundjustnotinthishouse.

Shemusthavepissedofdadreallybad,hedidn't

evenallowmetohavemybirthday

Me:Whichwaswrong

Penelope:ExactlymewheredoIenterintheir

business



Me:Ihaveyourfather'scardswanttogopaintthe

townred

Penelope:Saynomore

Sherunsinside.

Ilaugh.

Letmejustspoilmyself,beforeIgofixthekids

problems.
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Kimberly

Iwakeupgaspingtothedoorbanging.Igetupand

myheadispounding,thepersonisstillknocking.I

amtoooutofittocarewhoitis,Ilookaroundwhat



thehellhappened.

Me:Okayokay

Iopenthedoor.

Me:Nkosi

Mandlenkosi:Canwecomein

Me:Yeah

Imakewayforthemwhataretheydoinghere.

Mandlenkosi:Webroughtgoodiesyouremember

momright



Shesmilesohthiswomanisgorgeous.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Mandlenkosi:Weheretohelpandseeyoubutfirst

drinkthisitwillhelpwiththeheadache

Hehandsmeabottleofwater,Ilookathimbefore

drinkingup.

Me:Ohwow

Idrinkupandfinishthewholething.

Me:Doyouhavemore

Mandlenkosi:Iwouldhavetogoveryfartofetchit



Hetakesoutfoodfromthepaperbags.

Me:Whatareyoudoingherereally

Ma:Wethinkyoumightbecarryingpreciouscargo

Ilookather.

Mandlenkosi:Knowthatourancestorsare

acknowledgingthefactthatyouarepregnant

Ma:Wewon'ttellyouwhattodothereisnotmuch

youcando.Butjusttakeyourtimeindecidingwhat

youwanttodo,hewon'tsuspectathinguntilyou

ready

Me:Hebreaksupmeandleavesmepregnant



Ma:Well

Mandlenkosi:Mom

Ma:WhatItoldyoutokeepthegiftyoudidn'twant

to

Mandlenkosi:Butletherenjoythemoment

Ma:Okay

Mandlenkosi:Yoursecondgrandchild

Ma:Onceyouhavedecidedwehavetodoasmall

ritualforyouandthebabyohIamsoexcited



Mandlenkosi:Youcarryingtheheir

Heirtowhatdisaster,theylaughliketheyIsaidthat

outloud.

Phindile

Whatmostpeopledon'tknowtheBhengu'sare

royalty,theycomefromaroyalblood.Kimand

Mandlenkosi'sbabieswillinheritthegiftofMamba,

shouldanythinghappentoeithermeor

Mandlenkosi.

Theyguardingherfordearlifeanythingthatupset

herorcauseherharm,theywon'thesitatetotakeit

out.Howishegoingtomanagethreekidsand

crazybabymama's.

Iwonder.



Myphonerings.

Me:Ndlangamandla

Sfiso:YouknowIinstantlymeltwhenyoucallme

likethat

Ismile.

Sfiso:Iapologizefornotgettingbacktoyouand

ignoringmyphone.YouknowwhenIleave,Ireturn

topunishment

Hesoundssotired.

Me:Ileftfoodforyou,IamherewithMandlenkosi

heisgoingtodropmeoffat.Zithulele'scompany

andthanIwillcomestraighthome



Sfiso:Iamalreadyeatingthehousefeelsempty

andboring

Me:Iprobablyshouldhavewaitedforyoutocome

backhomethanleave

Sfiso:Duh!AnywaysIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoookaybye

Mandlenkosi:Heemotherofseven

Ilaugh.

Mandlenkosi:Doesdadknow



Me:Idon'tcare

Mandlenkosi:Hewillslaughteryou

Me:Hewillkillmethaneatme,cleanmybonesand

suckthem

Welaugh.

Mandlenkosi:Mzwakhewillcomeforyou,Ihope

youready

Me:Ihavetogohomebabysodrivefast

Mandlenkosi:Ohmother

Ilookatmyring,hehasn'tnoticeditandwhenhe

doeshewilllosehismind.



Zithulele

IgetacallfromMpho.

Me:YeboMpho

Mpho:WehaveadoctorsappointmenttodayandI

needyoutobethere

Me:Iamstillnotsurewhosebabiesyourcarrying

Mpho:ZithuleleyoutheonlyoneIsleepwith

Me:Whydon'tyouhavethebirthmarkthatsproves

yourcarryingaBhenguchild

Mpho:YousoundridiculousandIamcomingto

fetchyou



Me:CheckwithmyassistantifIamavailable

Mpho:Idon'tneedtodothatyourfirstpriorityisus

Me:So

Mpho:Listenhere

Me:Noyoulistenhereyoudon'tjustsprungthings

onme.Iamaverybusymanyouwanttoseeme

makeanappointment

Ihungup.

Zakhele:Zithulelemadoda



Me:Iamwaitingforthedayshetellsmewhose

kidssheiscarrying

Zakhele:Youstilldon'tthinktheyyours

Me:Iftheyminesheshouldhavethebirthmark

Zakhele:Ohman

Myphonebeeps.

Me:Ohmomisdownstairs

Zakhele:Letsgo

Me:Maybeweshouldinvitethemfordinnerand

cooktheirfavoritemeals



Zakhele:Soundslikeanawesomeidea

Weheadout.

MphoMthembu

Idon'tknowwhyZithuleleistreatingmelikethis,

howcanheaccusemeofsomethinglikethis.I

hopeheisnotbackwithKimbecauseIam,forsure

nowgoingtokillthatgirl.Idecidedtospyonhim,I

wasnowabletotellthemapartandthatone

walkingwithawomanisforsureZithulele.Heisa

bitbufferthanZakhele,hethatflamboyantIdon't

giveafuckrichboyattitude.

Me:KodwaZithuleleIseeyoutryingtodie

Theyhugandbabykiss,ohsohehastimetobe

kissingotherfemales.Butcan'tgotoadoctors



appointmentwithme,hegoesbackinsideperfect.

LookslikeIhavetosortthisb*tchoutaswell.

Istepoutofthecarandheadtowardsher,theywill

learnIamnottobemessedwith.Itapheronher

shoulder,sheturnsaroundandIampuzzledbyher

beauty.ShespeaksandthatswhenIsawred,

Iattackher.

Me:Youstupidb*tchZithuleleismineandyounot

goingtobewithhim.YouhearmeIamgoingtokill

bothofyou

"Mphowhatareyou,letgoofher"

Ilethergoandsmackthisuglyassistant.



Me:Youthinkyougoingtotakehimawayfromme

thinkagain

Kim:Areyoucrazydidyoujustslapme

Peoplearetakingvideos,sometryingtoseparate

us.IamnotbackingdownuntilIfeelafirmgrip,

pullingmeback.

Her:Zithulele..Zithuleledon't

Helooksatmewithsomuchrage,Icanseehis

veinspopping.

Her:Zithulele

Hevigorouslylet'sgoofme,Ialmosthittheground.

Thetwoofthempickthisladyup,yeahshewill



thinktwiceaboutmessingwithotherpeople'smen.

Phindile

OhmygoodnessIcan'tfeelmyfacethatwassome

whipping.Shepunchedthelifeoutofme.Icouldn't

fightbackbecause,sheispregnant.Ican'tfighta

pregnantlady,thisisinsanewhydidn'tshehither

man.

Zithulele:Mangiyaxolisa(MomIamsorry)

Hehasbeencryingsincewegothere.Sfisoenters

theroom,Ilaugh.

Zithulele:Momthisisnotfunny

Me:Iamsorryhoney



Sfiso:Whathappenedherewhodidthistoyou

ThewholeBhengusquadcomesflyingin.

Zakhele:Mawhathappened

Mandlenkosilaughs.

Me:EverybodyIamokay

Mandlenkosi:Dadisgoingtokillyou

Andhewalksin,heletsgoofmyhandand

Mzwakhechargesathim.

Mzwakhe:Phindileletgoofme



Me:Noyounotgoingtohurtmychild

Mzwakhe:Okay.YoumakesureIdon'tfindyou

Inasplitsecondhespringsoutandtriestohithim,

Iholdhimbackandhurtmyself.

Sfiso:Okayeverybodyoutplease

Iambleedingnow.

Sfiso

Ididn'tevenrest,Igotamessage"Igotattacked,I

amatthehospital.MyheartalmostdroppedI

rushedthereasquicklyasIcould.

Shesmilesatme.



Me:Whywhy

Phindile:Iamsorry

Me:Whathappened

Phindile:Oneofthebabymama'sattackedme

thinkingIwasZithulele'sgirlfriend

Me:What

Phindile:Icouldn'tfightbackbecausesheis

pregnant

Me:Thatclownsgirlfriendattackedhismother

Phindile:Pleasedon'thurthim



Me:Iwon'thurthim,Iamgoingtokillhim

Phindile:Iwasmeanttomeether,shedidn'tknow

whoIam.Ididn'tgetthechancetoeventalk,she

quicklysortedmeout.

Me:Sortedyououtwow

Ianswermyringingphone.

Me:Yeahnoshe'sokayitsnotthatbad,mmmIwill

tellher

Iwillstayoutofthisone,dareIseethatgirlfriend.I

willgiveherapieceofmymind.Ihaveneverheard

ofsuch.
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Mzwakhe

Whenthevideowaspostedandtrending,atfirstwe

laughedokayMphoisatitagain.Butaswegota

clearerlookatthepersonshewasbeating,Ilostmy

mind.

Hebringsmeaplateoffood.

Zithulele:Ibroughtyoubreakfast

Ilookathim.

Zithulele:Babangiyaxolisa(DadIamsorry)

Me:Iamnottheoneyoushouldbeapologizingto

Zithulele:IwillapologizetomombutIwanttosay



sorryforyou

Me:Ifyouwanttobeinsomepolygamyshitbe

smart,don'tbeafoolaymanZithuleleinallmy

handsIneverneverputhandsonyourmother.

Whatmakesitrightforyourgirlfriendtoattackyour

mother,kufananokuthuwenaomshayayo(Itsthe

sameasyouhittingher)

Helooksdown.

Me:Shemaylaughaboutthis,butwillsheaccept

thatherson'sgirlfriendputhandsonher.Youbetter

nothurtherorIswearIwillkillyou,youknowI

won'tbesurprisedifthisiswhytheancestorsare

notshowingusifthoseareyourkidsornot.Callher

now

Iheadtomyroom.



Ihearthemlaughing.

Mpho

IgetatextfromZithulelesayingheiscomingto

pickmeup.Mysisterentersmyroom.

Me:Wow

Ningi:Hey

Me:Youlookhorrible

Ningi:Ifeelhorrible

Me:Isn'titweirdwepregnantforbrothers

Ningi:Don'tsayitlikewehavethesamebabyfather



Ilaugh.

Ningi:Sowhatisgoingon

Me:EversinceItoldZithuleleIampregnant,he

giveszerofucksaboutme

Ningi:YousuretheyhisImean

Me:YouknowheistheonlyoneIbeenwithsince

than

Ningi:Hismother

Me:Youknowhismother



Ningi:Suchabeautifulwomansheis,verysweet

andwelcomingunlikeherdevilishsons.YesIhave

mether,thatwomanistodieforanywayshetold

methatishowyoutellyoucarryingtheBhengu

child

Me:ImetabeautifulwomanyesterdayandIbeat

herup

Ningi:HaiboMphoyoupregnantyoucan'tbe

fightingpeople,doyouwanttogetarrested

Me:Shewouldthinktwiceaboutdoingthat,Itell

himwegotadoctorsappointment.Heshutsme

downbuthastimetobekissingotherfemales,its

theaudacityforme.Anywayshesaidheiscoming

over

Ningi:Youshouldgetclosertohismother,Ihave

seenthemtheyveryscaredofher.Getheronyour



side,youhaveZithulele

Me:ThatsifIdogettomeether

Ningi:Youknowwhattodoanyways,Iamgoingto

sleep

Shelookslikesheabouttogivebirthanyminute.

Butthere'sstillalongwaytogo.

Mzwakhe

Shewasexplainingthewholethinganditisnot

funny.

Phindile:Uqalewadidekakancaneeyngakhuluma

haayahlanyaintombazane,yangibambangama

washing(Shewasconfusedwhenshesawme,

thanIspokeohmanshewentcrazyandattacked

me)



Theylaugh.

Olwethu:WhatdidZithuleledo,Mzwakheyena

Me:There'snotmuchhecouldhavedonepeople

wererecording.MzwakheIdon'tknowhowheis,

disappointedIguess

Lu:Asheshouldthegirlfriendofmysonattackme,

becauseIwasallovermyson

Myphonerings.

Igetupandexcusemyself.

Me:Hey



Sbahle:Hey

Me:Myskiniscringing,Iwanttopunchsomething

Sbahle:Doyouwantmetocome

Me:Areyoucomfortablewithcoming

Sbahle:Youcan'tansweraquestionwithaquestion

Me:YounottofarfromheresoIamcomingtopick

youup

Sbahle:Iwillgetready

Zithulele

IwantMphotochokeanddie.Iwanthertofeelthe



pain,Ifeltwhensheattackedmymother.Nomatter

howmuchbadapersonis,noonedeservestobe

beatenlikethat.Shegetsinthecar.

Mpho:Hi

Me:Whydidn'tyouhitmeinsteadofthatpoorlady

ontopofthatyouattackKim,doyouwishtoraise

yourchildreninjail

Mpho:Iwouldn'thavetoraiseourchildreninjailif

youweren'taplayer

Dadcallsme.

Dad:Whereareyou

Me:Iamonmywaythere



Hehungsup.

Me:Wellwegoingtomeetmymothersheisa

spiritualperson,shewilltellusifthesearemykids

ornot

Mpho:GoodbecauseIamnothidinganything

Me:Iwouldn'tbesmilingifIwereyou

Mpho:IfshewillputyouincheckthanIwillbe

smiling

Me:Puttingmeincheckshewillbutyou,yougoing

toexplainwhosebabiesthoseare

Mpho:Z



Me:Enough

Istartthecaranddriveof.

*

*

*

*

Ittookmethewholedaytotypethisinsert,

stoppinghalfwaytogoloadwaterfromthewater

kan.Iwillcontinuethenextinsertlaterandmakeit

abitlonger,Mphoismeetingthefamily.
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Mpho

SeewhatIhavetodealwith.Thewholeridewasso



quietitslike,weatsomefuneralorsomething.He

enterssomemansionwithahugeyardwow,andhe

expectsmetolethimgowhenhehasintroduced

metothislifestyle.

Anothercarpullsupbehindhim,atallmansteps

out.HefliestoZithulele'scarandstandsinfrontof

it.Hegiveshimareallycoldlook,helooksdown.

Awomanstepsoutofthehouse.

Her:NgizokushayaweMzwakhewathintaingane

yami(Iwillhityouifyoutouchmyson)

Welookateachotherandshesmiles,holdonshe

looksexactlyliketheladyIattacked.Whatisshe

doinghereisZithuleleshittingwithmerightnow.

Zithulele:Comeletsgo



Hegetsoutofthecar,Iwaitforhimtocomeand

openthedoorforme.Noheproceedstothehouse,

wowthisboy.IstepoutofthecarandtextNingi.

Zithulele

Dadwaslividandmomwasjustlaughingannoying

himevenmore.Seemomislikethatshewon'tcare,

butwhateverwrongyoudidtoher.Itwilleatyouup

insidesobadyouwillwishtodie.

Thewholefamispresent,Iwanttorunawayand

notbefound.

Mpho:Zithulelewhatisgoingon

Me:Sitdown,sitdown



Dadclickhistongue.

Me:Mom,dadthisisMpho,Mphothisismymother

andfather.

Dad:SothisistheMpho

Me:Beautifulisn'tshe

Mom:Andfeistysuchangerisunacceptablewhen

pregnantmydear

Dad:Lookatme..Mpholookatme,younotso

toughnowhuh

Me:Thewomanyouattackedismymother,she

gavebirthtome



Dad:Uyangazingiwubani.(DoyouknowwhoIam)

umthethowakhongabengiyakushayangoba

ungijwayelaamasimba.(InfactIshouldsmackthe

shitoutofyou)angibashayiabantubesifazane,

ukhulelwefuth(Idon'tputmyhandsonwoman

andyoupregnant)

Shelooksdownwipingtears.

Dad:Usubhekaphansi.(Ohyoulookingdownnow)

eyngithengibheke.(Isaidlookatme)kadeundiza

wenzalentooyenzilenxiyewenantombazane

isbindiesingakausthathaphi.(Youwereflyinghigh

whenyouwerehittinghismother,wheredoyouget

theaudacitytodowhatyoudid)

Hegetsupeveryonegetsupwithhim.

Dad:Don'ttouchmeentlekingijwayelakabile

ntombazane,nonkelaningijwayelakabikuyinini



konalokhu.(Thisgirlisdisrespectingme,allofare

disrespectingme.Whatisthisthing,whoisshe)

Ngizwekuthiwakhonaenyeintombazane

oyishayileeyngizokwenzadoti,ngizokuphihliza.

Minanawesobanenkinga.(Ihearagainyoubeatup

somebody,youandIwillhaveaseriousproblem.I

willhurtyousobad)

Hewalksaway.

Me:Mom

Shestandsup.

Mom:Wozamawengane

Ihelpherup,momplacesherhandonherbelly.



Mom:Ay

Mandlenkosi:Kwanzima

Me:Aretheymines

Shelooksatme.

Mom:Areyousurethesearehiskids

Isitdownandhangmyhead.

Phindile

Theydefinitelyhiskidsthere'ssomethingreally

specialaboutthemandIcan'ttelleveryone.She

needstofixherattitudeandbehavior,ifshecarries

onthiswaytheancestorswillcauseamiscarriage.

IwilladmitIdon'tappreciatewhatthisgirldidtome



and,Isobadlywantedthekidsnottobehisbut.We

stuckwithherfortherestofourlives.

Mzwakhe:Phindilewhatisthewayforwardnow

Me:Wejusthavetowaitforhertogivebirth

Mzwakhe:Whyyoulyingyousawsomethingdidn't

you

Me:Youhaveagiftaswellrightuseit

Mzwakhe:Putmysonoutofthismisery

Me:UnfortunatelyIcan'tbutsomethingsoonwill

makehimveryhappy

Mzwakhe:Mxm



Hewalksaway.Hecomesandcries.

Zithulele:Mom

Me:OhmybabyIhavesevenofyou,Zithulelecome

onbestrongokay.Becauseitsnotonheritmaybe

ontheoneofthem,orbothofthem.Likeyouitwill

foreverbeinyourstomachandwhoevergets

pregnantbyyou,willhaveit

Zithulele:Thereisapossibilitytheymightbemines

Me:Yeslookmyboyyesitsgoingtobeatough

journeybutyouneedtobethereforher,shemay

notdeserveitbutshe'spregnantandyoutwoare

adults.Mommystillhascancer,Idon'twant

anythingoranyonefighting



Zithulele:Areyoualwaysgoingtoblackmail

everyonewiththatline,Ihavecancer

Helaughs.

Me:ItshowIgetwhatIwantduh!ObviouslyIam

goingtouseit

Zithulele:Ohmom

Me:Itsgoingtobefine,yougoingtobeagreat

father,yougoingtoloveyourkidsandwewillbe

there.DaddyandIwillalwaysbebyyoursideand

justsoyouknow,heonlylikesyouandpays

attentiontoyouthemostbecause.Ifyoulovehim

thanallhiskidslovehim

Zithulele:Momstoptalking



Me:Okaymyloveletsresttogethereverythingwill

befine

Mpho

ThecarcomestoacompletehaultandIletitallout.

Idon'tknowwhattomakeofthis,Iopenthedoor

andgetoff.Iwipemytearsthiscannotbe

happening.

Ma:OhmyGodbabywhatswrongwhathappened

IthoughtdatingZithulelewasgoingtobeabreath

offreshair,finallyIwillgotthehappinessIdeserve.

Insteaditturnedintosomethingtoxic.

Ma:Mpho

Me:Ningicanyoupleaseshowmeapictureof

Mandlenkosi'smother



Ningi:Why

Imayhavemadethebiggestmistakeofmylife.

Me:Ningiplease

Ningi:Okay

Shegrabsherphoneandthanhandsittome.Iget

hotflushesallovermybody,myheartdrops.

Ningi:HaiboMpho

Theyhelpmesitdown,Iamhyperventilating.

Ma:Mphoisitthebaby



Me:SheistheoneIattacked

Ningi:What

Me:SheIdidn'tknowitwashismother

Shelaughs.

Ningi:Tellmeyourjoking

Me:I....I....I

Ningi:IwhatItoldyoutogetclosertohismother

andyougoandattackher.Mphoshe'ssick,she

hascancerohmyGod.Youhitthegrandmotherof

yourchildren



Shelaughs.

Ningi:Wowdoesthedickdriveyouthatcrazyhe

banna,youshouldcry(Laughing)

Ma:Ningikantikwenzakalan(Whatisgoingon)

Ifeellikecompleteshit,Icryevenlouder.

Zithulele

Dad:Zithulelengizokushayangempamayezwa

Hecalledameetingwithalltheboykids.

Me:Ngishayekengishayemawufuna(Hitme,hit

meifyouwant)



Stha:Zithulele

Me:Whathemusthitmeifhewantsto

Stha:Silalelebaba(Welisteningdad)

"Mzwakhe,MzwakheohsorryIdidn'tknowyou

werebusy"

Dad:Yougoing

Sbahle:YeahIwilljustwaitforyouinthecar

Dad:NoletsgoIwilltakeyouhome

Me:Dad



Heshowsmehismiddlefingersandwalksoutwith

hislady.

Stha:Zisharp

Me:Iamamessman

Stha:Beamanandfuckinggrowup

Igetupandrunafterhim.Hiscarisalmostout,I

runfastandstopinfrontofhiscar.Hehitsthe

breaks.JustwhenSbahleisabouttobangherhead,

dadextendhisarmout.

Dad:Youcrazy

Iopenthedoorandkneeldown,Iplacemyheadon

hischestandcry.
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Mpho

ImadeamistakeandIamheretorectifyit.Iknow

hewon'tforgivemeandIwilldowhateverittakes,

justsowecanbecordialwitheachother.Imust

apologizetohismotherandfather,yothatmanI

couldn'tevenspeak.Hewasn'tshoutingoranything,

IactuallybelievedhimwhenhesaidshouldIattack

someoneelse.Hewillfuckmeup.

Heenterstheoffice,Iholdmybreath.

Me:Justhearmeout

Zithulele:Idon'twanttohearyouout

Me:Ididn'tknowshewasyourmother



Zithulele:Thatmakesitokayforyoutogoaround

beatingpeopleup

Me:Ididn'tcomeheretofight

Zithulele:Whyyouherethan

Me:Zithulele

Zithulele:NoMpho

Heshoutsstartlingme.

Zithulele:Youbroughtthisonyourselfwhycouldn't

youhitme.Youattackmymotherwhoissick..Stop

crying.IbrokeupwithKimanddideverythingyou

askedmetodo,wasn'tthatenoughhowamI



supposedtomakethemloveyounow

Iwipemytears.

Zithulele:Ihopeforyoursakethosearemybabies

becausehmm,pleaseleavemyoffice.Whatever

youneedyoucancallmeifIamunavailabletext

me

Me:Zithulele

Zithulele:Getout

Ifeellightheadedandalmostfall.Heholdsmeand

helpsmetosit,hethangograbawaterbottlefrom

hisminibar.

Me:Thankyou



Hesitsdownandopenshislaptop,dammitIlost

butnottoworryIwillgethimback.

Zithulele

IamashamedofmyselfhowcouldIhaveexposed

mymothertosuchatoxicperson.Ihavetomanup

nowandacceptthesituation.

Idon'tknowifsheishyperventilatingorwhat,Ilet

hersitonthecouchandcooloff.

Nkosenyeenters,thathorriblesmellcomesback.

Me:Don'tyallbathayman

Nkosenye:Yeahitsgoingtobealongninemonths



Me:Whatsup

Nkosenye:IthinkIamdoneandhereisthelayout

Me:Shutthefrontdoor

Nkosenye:Iaddedthefeelofthemansion,walking

instraighttothekitchen,livingroom,diningarea

andlounge.

Me:OhsnapNkosenyethisisbeautiful,whatisthat

Nkosenye:Glassthebottomofthehousejusta

smallportionwillhaveglassallaround

Me:DoIsendinthemoney

Nkosenye:SpeakwithMandlenkosi,Idon'tneed



himcomingdownmythroat

Me:Oh

Thesurprisemansioniscomingalong.

Me:Canyoustandmaybesomewherefarfromme.

IreallyI

Nkosenye:Iwillleave

Didn'tImakethisrulenoperfumeorcologne

aroundme.Iruntobathroom,shitwhydidn'tMpho

getthis.

Sfiso

Somethingwasoffaboutmyfiance,shedidn'ttell

mehowitwent.Wekeptlittleconversationsand



todaysheislike.

Me:Nonhleiseverythingokay

Nonhle:Perfectlyfineshe'sjustzonedout

Me:Isitnormal

Nonhle:Mmm,sheispayingattentiontowhatthe

ancestorsarecommunicating

Ilookather.

Me:Okayifyousayso

Nonhle:Nono



Shelooksather.

Me:Zenzeisback

Shegetsupfromtheseatandcomestothekitchen.

Nonhle:Niceone

Welaugh.

Phindile:Sfiso

Me:Idon'tknowmylove,don'ttellmeIwillget

usedtoit

Phindile:Okay,Iamlisteningtowhattheysayingas

IamdoingwhatIneedtodo.Youwillhavemeallto

yourself,Ipromise



Me:Thatwasn'tsohard,canIgetakiss

Shewalksuptomeandwrapherarmsaroundmy

neck.

Nonhle:WowSfiso

Shegoesbacktothecouchthistime,shelays

down.

Mdu:Haibomakoti

Me:Mmhmdon'tdisturbher

Nonhle:Keepthisupandyouwillhaveherforthe

restofyourlife.Loveshefeedsonloveonewrong

moveallofthisisgone,itsover



Igrabasausageandwalkaway.

Mzwakhe

Linda:Whoisthisone

AfterZithulele'stantrum,Istayedandnursedhim.

Whocrieslikethat?IthinkIdidatsomepoint,when

pwaspregnantagain.AnywaysIcamebackwith

Sbahleandhereweare.

Me:Sbahle

Linda:Weknowthatbutwhoisshe

Me:Mygirlfriend



Linda:Oh

Sakhile:WhereyoufromSbahle

DoesheknowsheisNthati.

Sbahle:LeuhmDurban

Sakhile:Reallywhichside,Ineverseensomething

likeyouaround

Sbahle:Iamararegem

Me:Enoughshe'smygirlfriendthatsitleaveher

alone

Thabiso:YouandPhindileare200yearsoldwhat

areyoudoingboyfriendsandgirlfriends



Ichuckle.

Me:Pleaseletsalljustrespectherpresence

Slindilevigorouslygetsupandcovershermouth,

shewalksawaygagging.Shefallsonherknees,the

snakecomesout.Idonotwanttoexperiencesuch,

Idon'tevenwanttoknowwhatitslike.

Myphonebeeps"Everyoneinthestudionow"

Zithulele

Iamwokenupbyaknockonthedoor,Isighafter

Mpholeftsleepwascallingme.Igetupandopen.

Me:Kim



Kim:Gotaminute

Me:Yeahsurecomein

Sheentersandclosethedoor,howdoIevenbegin

toexplaintoherwhatisgoingon.

Me:Hi

Sheplacessomethingonmytable,Ipickitup.

Kim:AtfirstIthought,Iwon'ttellhimandIwilljust

abort.ButIgettothedoctorsandtheytellme,3

months

Ilookather.

Sheliftshertopupandthereitisrightonherbelly



andtheexactsamesizeasmine.

Kim:Iampregnant

Icovermymouth.

Kim:Ialsothoughtaboutnottellingyoubutseeing

yourmothergettingattackedlikethat,changedmy

mind.IwillworktillIcan't,youaretobepresentin

everyaspectofthispregnancyasfarasour

relationshipgoes.YouandIarebrokenuplet'skeep

itthatway,doyouwanttoknowthegenderofthe

baby

Howisthispossible,howdidwenotknow.

Kim:Iamshockedjustasmuchyouare,butyour

motherandMandlenkosicomingtocheckonme

confirmedIamreallypregnant.



Me:Excusemeforonesecond

Iruntothebathroomagainandthrowup.Iwash

mymouthandhandsthangobacktoher.Iam

shocked,confusedandalsohappy.

Me:Thisisunbelievable

Kim:Youbetterbelieveit

Me:Youpregnantwithmychildofcourseyouare,

thisisthebestnewsIhaveheardsofarohmy

goodnessyouarepregnant

Igetupandattempttohugher,Iclosemymouth

shelaughs.



Me:Pleasemakeasignandplaceitonthedoor

Isoldieronandhugher,thancry.Thisiswheremy

hormonesarecomingfromnotMpho.Iwilljust

havetofindawaytoexplaintoKim.
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Zithulele

Dad:Son

Me:Dlabazane

Sbahle:Imadebreakfast,Ihopenobodyminds

Me:Forachangeweeatsomethingcookedandnot

ordered,ohandyouremovedtheegghowsweetof

you



BabThobani:Oothissmellslovely..WhatIamnot

wearinganyperfumeorcologne

Unfortunatelythisdoesn'ttasteslovely.Idishout

yogurtinsteadandsomefruits,thoselookyummy.

Dad:Zithuleleyougottoeatsomething

Me:Sh..Iameating,Igotsomegoodnewstoshare

Sbahle:Canyoupleasetakethistothetable

Mandlenkosi:Youliveherenow

Sbahle:No,Iamjustvisitingyourfather



HewasalsoferociousatthebeginningofNingi's

pregnancyontopofbeingasnake,hewasso

unbearable.IguessIamthecryerbecause,Ibe

cryingatjusteverything.

Mandlenkosi:DadIdonotappreciateyoubringing

overthisgirl

Dad:Okayholditrightthere,Iwillnotbedictatedby

youfreaks.Likeitdon'tlikeit,she'sgoingtostay

Mandlenkosi:OkaythanIwillbeheadingbackto

thepenthouse

Dad:Whatiswrongnow

HelooksatSbahle.



Dad:Okayfinewewillleave

Mandlenkosi:Okay

Me:Kimberlyispregnant

Theylaugh.

BabLinda:Wowboyyoubemakingbabiesallover

theworld,justlikeyourdaddy

Dad:Excuseme

Theylaugh.

Me:Andit'smine,shehasthebirthmarkexactlyon

herbelly



Dad:Congratulationsson

Me:ThankyouokayyouguysareuglyandIam

headingtoworktoodles

Phindile

BeingintimatewithSfisoisthethingofthepast,

sinceItookbackthesnake.Ihardlygettimetogive

himaglorioussatisfyingsexualpleasure.

Wheneverwegetachancewemakethemostoutof

it,hedoesn'tmindandtotallyunderstandsmy

position.HoweverifIdoletthatcontinue

happening,IwillgiveroomfortemptationandIcan

not,cannotletthathappen.

Iwasmeanttomeeteverybodyinthedancestudio,

buthisbodywascallingmeandstillis.



Hewassittingontheedgeofthebedmylegswere

squattingoverhisandIwasslowlygrindingonhis

d*ck.

Helaysdownonhisback,Iliftmyassupandshake

it.Hequicklycomesbackupgrabbingmyboobs,I

chuckle.

Heflipsoverwithmeandbringbothmyhandson

myback.Hepullsoutandinsertshimselfbackin.

Me:Ohhh...Ndlangamandla

Hethrustalittlebit,thanpoundsharduntilawave

ofpleasurehitsmehard.

HepullsoutandIsquirt,hekissesmewhile

vigorouslyrubbingonmyclit.



Me:OhmyGod..

Sfiso:Youknowyouhititjustrightwhenthat

happens

Hekissesmeagain.Hepullsmebackdownandlift

mylegsup.

Me:Haibo

Sfiso:Angikaqedimama(Iamnotfinished)

Zithulele

Ican'tfocus,Iambeyondthewordsleepykantiwhy

amIbeingpunishedlikethis,Igrabthephoneand

callKimberly.



Kim:Yes

Me:Whyyoubeingmeantome

Kim:What

ThedooropensZakhelewalksinandlaughs.

Me:SeeheisalsobeingmeanandIamahotass

mess

Kim:Zithulele

Me:Iwantabucketofnuggets,alargecoke

coleslawgettheonewithredcabbageplease

Kim:Yessir



Me:Andchocolatebiscuitsyouknowmyfavorite

Kim:Okay

Shedropsthephone.

Zakhele:Kantiwhoispregnant

Me:IwoulddefinitelybesendingMphotoanerrand

butshetotallyfuckedup,whatareyoudoinghere

Zakhele:Financialreports

Me:AyZakheleIdon'twanttofallasleep,handover

toNdiswashewilllovedoingthat



Zakhele:Whatdoyouthinkdadwantedtosay

beforeyoucried

Me:Idon'tknowbutIthinkhewantedtoscoldus,

wecan'tbehavinggirlfriendswhodisrespect

motherlikethat.Thatisjustnoton,ifthatisthe

directionhewasgoingatthan.Weowetohimand

mom,don'tbebringinghoodrats.Theyholdthat

womanwithsuchhighregards,youfuckwithher

theywillcomeatyougunsblazing

Zakhele:AndthebeefMandlenkosistarted

Mandlenkosi:Ididn'tstartnobeef..Anywaysare

youavailabletotalkbusiness

Me:Willyouwaitformetofinisheatingthanwe

cantalk



Theylaugh.

Phindile

Hereleasesinsideofmewithloudgroanescaping

fromhislips.

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:Idon'twantto

Me:Iamhungryandnotforthed*ck

Hepullsoutgrunting.

Sfiso:Idon'tlikethisabuseyougivingme

Wekiss.



Iheadtothebathroomandcleanmyselfup.Istep

outandenterthecloset,IlookforsomethingIam

goingtowear.Ihearthewaterrunning,Ialsopick

outsomethingheisgoingtowear.

Iwalkoutandhehasalreadymadethebed.Ithe

clothesonthebedanddomyhair.Afterafew

minuteshestepsoutnaked,ohmygoodness.I

dropthecombandlookathimthroughthemirror,

heisstandingagainstthebedandgetsbusywith

hisphone.

Myeyesstartfromthebottomgoingup,Sfisois

divine.Hedoesn'tworkoutbuthehasagreatbody,

don'talldoctorsdo.Hewalkstowardsmestill

naked.Hepullsmeupandthanplacemeontopof

thevanity,hespreadmylegswide.Ifeelhisd*ck

goingin.



Me:Ahhh...Sfiso

Mzwakhe

Ithoughtthisboyhasgonecrazybut,heisasnake

andthesesnakesdon'tknowhowtoshuttheir

mouths.ItookSbahleoutandshewillbeheading

backtoherhouse.

Me:Sohowarewegoingtodothis,whathappens

whenallofusareinthesamevicinity

Sbahle:Iguessmytruthwillhavetocomeout,a

groupthingisneverokaybecausesomanysecrets

comeout

Me:Atleastyoutoldme,Idon'tknowhowIwould

havereactedhadyounotdoneit

Shesmiles.



IseeMphowiththeheavilypregnantbabymama.

Oureyeshappentomeet,Shelooksatmelikeshe

hasseenaghost.Sbahleturnsaround,shepulls

Ningi'shandandrunaway.

Welaugh.

Sbahle:WowPhindilereallydoesn'tcareaboutlife,

shewouldhavesmackedthatgirlpregnantornot

Me:Right

Sbahle:Haveyouguystalked

Me:Shedoesn'twanttoseemeanywherenearher

Sbahle:Itsalwaysgoingtofeellikeeveryoneand



everythingisallovertheplaceuntilyouguysfix

things

Me:Idon'twanttoagitateher

Sbahle:Youmissher

Ilookatherthanlookaway,shechuckles.
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Thabiso

AstowhyMphobroughtherfamilytomyhouse

beatsme.Iamlookingatthemasmywifefuss

overthem.

Olwethu:Naliitiye

Mpho'smom:Asizelangaitiyeshanalakho(We



didn'tcomeforyourpathetictea)

Iraisemyeyebrow.

Uncle:Chasisiakwenziwakanjaloemziniwenye

indoda(Nowedon'tactlikethatinotherpeople's

homes)

Mpho'sdad:Khanyisanilomndeniawenzanga

kahlekumadodakaziami(Thisfamilydidnotdo

rightbymydaughters)

Khanyisani:Ingakhosilaanikahlenobabili(That's

whywehere,stopitthebothofyou)

IcallMzwakheagain.

Me:Yewenadotiawushayeengathuyafikamanje



ngobangizobulalaumuntu.(Youidiot

Mzwakhe:Weonourway

Ihungup.

Zithulele

Mphosentmeatextthismorning"Myparentswant

toseeyouandyourfamily".Ishowedittodadand

sentittomom.Ihadtogopickupmom,weonour

waythere.Hertruecolorsarenowshowing.She

sawthehouse,thecars.Theglitzandtheglam.

Me:Momasmuchasourrelationshipisrocky

Mom:Ourrelationshipisrocky

Me:YouknowwhatImean,pleasebeonmyside.



Dadhemayloveusbut

Mom:Thatwillbetheday.Iamnotsayingwhoto

getinarelationshipwithorwhotomarry,butshe

didputherhandsonme

Ismile.

Me:WhenyougoingtotellMzwakheyourengaged

Mom:Idon'tneedtotellhimanything,Ijustneedto

makesureyouguysareokaywithmebeingwith

somebodyelse

Me:Wenotokaywiththebothofyouhavingother

people,pointblankperiod

Mom:Yourfatheristoblame



Me:Andyounot

Mom:Doyouhavesuchconversationswithyour

father,doeshetakeanyaccountabilityforwhathe

doesinlife.Norighteverythingismyfaultright,I

didthisbecause,itslikethisbecause

Me:MomI

Mom:Shutup,infactstopthecar

Me:Mom

Mom:Stopthebloodydamncar

Iaminmyfeelingsyoh.Igottwofemalespregnant,

donotblameme.Istopthecar,Shegetsoutand



thandisappear.

Mzwakhe

WehereatThabiso'swaitingforPhindileand

Zithulele.Hearrivesbyhimself.

Thabiso:Hawuuphiumawakho(Whereisyour

mother)

Zithulele:Shedisappeared

Me:OkayThabisoweherenowwhatisgoingon

Thabiso:ThisisIdon'tknowwhothesepeopleare

theyrockeduptomyhouseunannounced

Man:Siyabongaukuthnigcinenifikileigamalami,

uKhanyisaniMthembungihambanomakanye



nobabawezingane.Sizekuninangokhulu

ukuzithoba(Thankyouforcomingmynameis

KhanyisaniMthembu,Iamherewithkids

parentswecomebeforeyouwithallduerespect)

Mpho'sdad:Ayikhonjeintoesiyithobayonina

iyinganezenuzonileemagcekeniami.Ngizolungisa

konkelokhonamhlanje(Noduerespecthere,your

sonsdamagedmygardenandIamheretofixthat)

Heshoutshaibowhoisheshoutingat.

Khanyisani:Bhutiayikhophelaintoezolungauma

singahloniphani,ehlisaulaka.(Nothingsisgoingto

befixedifwedon'trespecteachother,let'scalm

down)

JustthanPhindilewalksin.Theylookather,his

cheekssoften.



Phindile:NingakaqhubekiMphotshelaumndeni

wakhoukuthwenzeni(Beforeyoucontinue,tellyour

familywhatyoudidtome)

ShelooksatmethanSbahle,Shehasmovedthere

isnoreasonforhertobeangry.

Mpho'smom:Bukaakuhloniphinokuhlonipha

kugxambukelaeyindabenizabantubeslisa(Lookno

respectatall,puttingherselfinman'stalk)

Phindile:Iamnottobedisrespectedbyyouinmy

house,don'tgotherewithmedon'tdareme.Isaid

beforewecontinueMphotellthemwhatyoudid

Me:Mpho

Shecries.



Mpho:Kubeiphuthamalume(Uncleitwasa

mistake)

Khanhisani:Okaygogosistheleukuthkwenzekeni

(Itsokaytelluswhathappened)

Mpho:Kunomuntuengamubekaizandla,

ngangithukuthele(Irecentlyputmyhandson

someone)

Mpho'smom:Uyenaloutshontshanamadoda

abantusies(Thisisher,youevenstealother

people'smen)

Mpho:Ma

Nowitmakessensehermotherwiththeslick

mouth.Obnoxiousfatherthat'swhereshegetthis

muchhostility.



Mpho:Malumeuyenaloengambekeisandla,

ngizitshelaukuthuzongenaphakathikwamino

babawengane.Kantisengitholaumawakhe

omzalayo(SheistheoneIbeatup,thinkingsheis

heretoruinthingsbetweenZithuleleandI.Littledid

Iknowsheishismother)

Zithulele:Wow

Ilookathim.

Khanyisani:Sakesawabonalamadoda(Wehave

seenthesemenbeforeright)

Mpho:YebobezeleuNingi(YestheycameforNingi)

Hesighs.



Mpho:MangiyaxolisakodwauZithuleleumfana

ongaziphethekahle

Thabiso:Lokhokuknikaimvumeyakuthiuhambe

ushayananabantuabangenacala.(Thatgivesyou

thetherighttogoandattackinnocentpeople)at

leastyoursisteriscrazybutrespectyou

IalreadysaidmypeaceifIspeakagain.Iwillhit

somebody.

Khanyisani:MamBhengu

Myheartmelts.

Khanyisani:Siyaxolisangempelabesingenalo

ulwazimayelananaloludaba(Weverysorryabout

whathappened.Wehadnoideawhatwasgoingon)



Mpho'sdad:Uthuleleniungashouzeuyayivuna

lentoayenzile(Whydidn'tyousayanything,andyou

condoningthenonsenseshedid)

Phindile:Asikhulumeebenizengakho(Letstalk

aboutwhatyouherefor)

NothingisgoingtogetresolvedPhindilewillnot

allowanyonetowalkoverherkids,andZithuleleis

lookingforhismomtobackhimup.

Zithulele

Iamhopingmymotherwillstickupforme,dadwill

tryandreasonwiththem.Asmuchashelovesme,

tohimIwrongedthem.

Khanyisani:Besifunalabafanabalungisa

umonakalowaboemagcekenioMvelase(Wewant



themtofixtheirmessplease)

Mpho'smom:Theymustgetmarried

Mpholooksatme.

Mpho'smom:Idon'tseewhynot,whichmanwould

wanttomarrygirlswhoalreadyhavechildren.

Mom:That'snotgoingtohappen

Dad:Phindile

Mom:That'snotgoingtohappenovermydead

body,willtheymarrymyboys.Killmeke,yallcan

talkaboutotherthings.You,younotmarryingmy

son.Yourdaughterswillnevermarrymy

grandchildren



Ahalsothesnakeshavemybackokaynow.

Mom:Sukaeduzekwami(Getoutofmyway)

BabThabiso:Okayesingakwenzaukuhlelaolunye

usuku,usevukweidlozingekesakwazi

ukuqhubekelaphambili(Whatwecandoisset

anotherdate,wecan'tcontinuenowtheancestors

haveawaken)

MarriageyohZithulele.

Mpho

ThemistakeImadecostmethefatherofmy

children.Ourrelationshipwouldhaveprobably,

workedouthadInotdonethat.Dadwaslividso

wasuncleKhanyisani.



Dad:Zangiphoxaizinganezangibulala

Mom:Howsurearethat'stheirmotherthatwoman

lookstwentyyearsold

Dad:She'sbeautifulthat'swhy

Shelooksathim.

Dad:Mpho

Me:Baba

Dad:Whyareyoudumbmybabywhyyoubringing

downmydignitylikethis.DidInottreatyouguys

okaywhy

MarryingZithuleleIwill,Iwilljustleteveryonecool



down.Iwon'tstopwithhismother,butIalsowon't

pushit.IfIcan'thavehimthannobodywill.
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Phindile

Iwokeupveryearly,Idon'tknowwhy.Iwasfeeling

veryangry,whyamIangry?Idon'tknow.Idecided

toputthatangerintomakingacake,thattoomade

meangryhoweverImadeit.Afeelakissonmy

cheek,Ilookathim.

Sfiso:Youbakedacake,Ibeenlookingforallover

Me:IwokeupfeelingveryveryangrylikeIwanted

topunchsomething

Sfiso:Haibo



Hegrabsaknifeandplate.

Me:Youcan'thavesugarinthemorningwithout

eating

Sfiso:Iamtryingtogetyoutopunchme

Hetakesabit,Ilookdownandsmile.

Sfiso:Youwillneverbedownwithme,Iwantyouto

talktomeifyoutroubled.Iamyourma,Iamyour

fiance

Icutmyselfaslicetoothanjoinhimontopofthe

counter.

Sfiso:Thisisgood



Me:Thankyou

Kimberly

ItriedcallingZithulelehewasn'tpickingup,myfeet

areonfireandIamburningup.Idon'tunderstand

whatisgoingonnow.IknowMandlenkosi'swater

willhelpme,thedoorbellrings.Igoandopenthe

door,westareateachotherforawhile.

Me:Comein

Penelope:Girl

Nande:Eyabani

Me:YesIampregnantanditsZithulele's

Theyscream.



Thedoorbelldingsagain,Iopen.

Emi:Hibaby

Esihle:WhichBhengufooltookyououtofthegame

Welaugh.

Penelope:Howfaralongareyou

Me:goingon4

Nande:Youknowaboutyoursisterwife

Penelope:4haibothatmeansyouhavebeen

pregnantthewholetimeandyoudidn'tknow



Me:Ididn'tevenfeelanything

Esi:Ourlittlecupcakeishavingababy,doeshe

know

Me:HedoesandyesIknowaboutMpho

Nande:Iwouldnevertreatmymotherinlawlike

thatormyownmother

Penelope:Ican'tcommentbecauseIalsohadago

ather,butyohtoputmyhandsonher

Me:Shewasn'tthinkingnobodydrivesyouthat

crazyunlessyouwereobsessedorsomething.She

ishereforthemoney,that'sit



Zithuleleisrich,hisfatherisbeyondrich.Hisfamily

isswimminginthemcoinsandshewasapieceof

thepiethatsit.

Nande:Younotafterthemoney,becausehoneyit

begood

Penelope:Sogood

Me:Idon'tcareaboutZithuleleanymore,whatever

wedoweitbecauseweexpectingababy.Other

thanthatIdon'tafuckabouthim

Mystomachhurts,Iholdit.

Penelope:What'swrongbabycomingout

Them:Penelope



Penelope:What

Shelaughs.

Me:Haveanyofyouseenhim,Ican'tgetthrough

hisphone

ThisisstrangeZithuleleneverignoreshisphone.

Phindile

SomethingwasoffandIamnotlikingit.Igrabmy

phoneandcallMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:Yebo

Me:GiveMzwakhehisphone



Sbahle:Hesaysyoucantalk

Ihungup..

Zakhele:Mommy

Me:WhereisZithuleleisheintheoffice

Zakhele:Ihaven'tseenhim

Me:Canyoupleasegocheckhim,andcallhim

please

Zakhele:Okayma

Ihungup.



Iamfeelingsomuchanxiety,somethingisnotokay.

Nonhle:Heywhat'swrong

Me:Idon'tknowIamfeelingveryoverwhelmedand

anxious

Nonhle:Youpregnant

Me:Iam88yearsoldhowamIgoingtoget

pregnant

Nonhle:88haibo

Shelaughs,myphonerings.Idecline.



Itringsagain.

Me:Heisthere

Zakhele:Nomaeverythingisstillthesame,Idon't

thinkhecameintoday

Idropmyphonesomethingain'tright.

Mzwakhe

WelearnnottopayattentiontoPhindileshe'slike

that,Itryheragainandshedoesn'tanswer.

Me:Ijustwantedtosleepnowshe'sworryingme,

shenevercallsmenotevenbymistake

Myphonerings.



Me:Heyson

Zakhele:IsZithulelethere,momcallednot

soundingokay.Sheaskedmetocheckhim,heis

nothereandhisphoneisnotgoingthrough

Iamalreadyoutofmyroom.

Me:Zithulele

Zakhele:Dad

Me:Ineedeyesonthepenthouse...Shit

Ipressthebutton,howdidthishappen.

Phindile



Me:Canyougoanyfaster

Sfiso:Babycalmdown

Ican'tcalmdownmybabyismissing,Iamjust

goingtoignorehimbecauseifIopenmymouth.We

surelybreakingup.

Myphonerings.

Mzwakhe:PhindileI

Me:Don'tPhindileme,Idon'tcareaboutyourlove

life.Butwhenitcomestomychildrenyouwill

answeryourphonethenexttime,Icallyoubitch

Ihungup,calmdownPhindileyoursonisokayhe

willreturnbacktoyou.



Zithulele

Idon'tknowwhereIambutitsdefinitelynothome

oratwork.Myhandsweretiedatthebackofthe

chairandthispersonwassmokinganddrinking

whisky.

Me:Yougetawaywiththis

Him:Idon'tplanto,Ijustwanttoscarethem

Helaughs.

Me:Whoareyou

Him:Fornowthat'snotimportant

Me:Itisifyoufuckinglooklikeme



Him:Strangeright

Idon'tknowwhothispersonisbuthelooksexactly

likedad.

Him:Iknowanywayswearegoingtostayherefora

coupleofdays,andgettoknowoneanother

Me:Wouldyoujusttellmewhoyouare

Him:Iwouldhavetokillyouandshewon'tbe

happy,Ididthat

Whatthehellisgoingon.

Him:YeahIhavehim,arghshamethelittleprincess

isabouttocry.Nowedon'tmoveinthisisjustto



scarethem,cool...Iwillletyoufreeandwecanchill,

evenifyoukillmeortrytoescapeitwon'twork.I

suggestyouactcoolandsoonyouwillbereleased

okay.Don'tcryawpakithinzenaumfanakamama

(Shameman,mommy'sboy)

Helaughsanduntieme,amIdreamingoristhisfor

real.TheZithuleleBhengukidnapped.
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Sfiso

Phindilewasfreakingoutandshekepttoherself.I

amonlyhereforsupportandcomfort,whowould

kidnapthecrazyboy.Likeheisrude,andallbut

whywouldtheykidnaphim.Idon'tknowifIshould

speak,everyfatherhasaproblemwithstepdads

addingtheirtwocents.Notsayinganything.

Thabiso:Mama



Phindile:Thabisogetawayfromme

Thabiso:Ndlangamandlaphela

Ijustlookathim,myphonerings.

Me:Bafo

Mdu:Heyawusikhulumisenomakoti(Letstalkto

Phindile)

Me:Phindileitsforyou

Shegetsupandtakesthephone.

Phindile:Hello...WhereMdu



Shecriescoveringhermouth.

Me:Phindilewhatswrong

Mzwakhe:Ifoundhimheison

Them:25thlotusstreet

Phindile:Mdufoundhimgo,gofindmysonand

bringhimbackalive.YougofetchKimberly.

Lindani:WhoisMdunow

Mzwakhe:B*tchmysoniskidnappednowisnot

thetime

Me:Willyoubeokay



Phindile:Pleasejustbringhimback

Me:Okaycalmdownwegood,havesomefoodto

youstillneedtotakecareofyourhealth

Phindile:Okay

Swazi

Theytookthebaititstimetomoveontoanother

place.Thisfamilywon'tknowwhathitthem,allof

thisbelongstomeandtheywillpayonebyone.I

willbedoingalotofinandout.WhoamI,Iamthe

sonofMzwakheBhenguandthat'sallyourgoingto

knowfornow.

Zithulele:Wherewegoingnow



Me:Shutup

Zithulele:Holdonliftyourtopof

Me:What

Hetakesthegunfrommeandpointsonmyhead.

Zithulele:Liftyourshirtoff

Ido,hetouchesmystomach.

Me:Haibondodawenzan

Zithulele:Nothing

Hehandsmebackmygun.



Shaun:Whyweleavingagain

Me:Idon'tliketostayinoneplace

Shaun:Wehavehimgetyourmoneyandlet'smove

on

Me:Nowhere'sthethrillinthat

Shaun:Swazithatmanyougoingtogetuskilled

Me:Whydoesthebossalwaysliketogiveme

weakling

Shaun:This,himhasnothingtodowithwhatwedo



Ibaghim,andpullhishand.

Phindile

Myheartwasclosinginonme,whycan'tIseethis

person.Kimberlywashereandshewasfeelingvery

uncomfortable,Mphomaybeexperiencingthesame

thingputwegoingtokeepthemapart.

"Mom"

Voice:Mom

Me:Zithulele

Voice:Momlisten

Me:Whereareyou



Voice:Helookslikedadandhasthebirthmark

Me:What

Voice:Ithinkheisdadssonoroneofthebrothers,I

havetogobye

Mzwakhe

Webustdownthedoors,itsempty.

Sakhile:Zithulele

Thobani:"Itsclearoutside"

Icrouchdownandholdmyhead,whowouldkidnap

myson.



Voice:Dad

Me:Zithulele,Sonwhereareyou

Voice:Iambeingmovedtoanotherplace

Me:Whokidnappedyouandwhy

Voice:Idon'tknowhesaysitstoscareyouguys

andthanhewillletmego,dadpleasefindme.Iam

anemotionalperson,IwillstartthinkingaboutKim

andMpho.Hewillkidnapthemaswell

Me:Okay,don'tworryKimberlyIamsureisatthe

mansionnow.IwillyousonandIwillhurtthat

personverybad,hashehurtyou

Voice:NobutIamhungryandIamcravingfora



largecokeandhotwings.Donuts,daddycomeget

meoutofhere

IamgoingtofindthishoeandIamgoingtokillhim.

Phindile

Iwascommunicatingwiththeancestorsandthe

persontheyshowedmewasPhilisiwe.Whatdoes

shehavetodowiththis.

Pearl:Yougettingsomewhere

Me:Idon'tgetitwhatdoesPhilisiwehavetodo

withmyson'skidnapping

Pearl:Mzwakhe'sbootycall

Me:Iamonlyseeingherandnothingelse



Isigh.

Me:Ican'tbeattackedbyjealouspeopleonboth

sides,IamstillsickPearl

Pearl:Whatdoyouwantustodo

Me:Findmysonandmakeeveryoneforgetabout

this,IwillrevisitthisonceIhavelearnedthetruth

Pearl:Nkosazane

Philisiwe.

Whatdoesshewantaftersomanyyears.
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Swazi

Idon'tknowknowhoworwhy?Iendedupbuyinga

largecoke,chickenwings,anddonutsforthisclown.

Hehasbeenoneannoyingperson,hedoesn'tdo

anything.HejustcriesIwishIcanslaphim,Iplace

thestuffnexttohimandnoticesomethingonhis

belly.Histopwaspulledupalittlebit,Icarefully

pullthetopuphehasthesamemarkasme.He

openshiseyesandjumpsup.

Zithulele:EwwdudeIamnotgay

Me:Iboughtyourwhiningassfood

Helooksatthepacketsthanme.

Zithulele:NoIamgood



Me:Eatdon'teatIdon'tcare

Iwalkaway.

Zithulele:Wait

Iturnaround.

Zithulele:Whatdoyouwantfrommemoneyisthat

it,youdon'thavetodothisokay.Youdon'tknow

theconsequencesthatwillcomewiththis

Me:WhatIdoknow,Inevergotthechancetoknow

myfather

Zithulele:NeitherdidIlookokay,youcan'tkeepme

here.Ihaveacompanytorunandthingstotake

careof



Me:Don'tworryIknowallaboutyourdramaticlove

life,heynowIknowwhyIboughtthesethingsand

whyyoucryingsomuchdamn.Isthatlikeafamily

thingorjustyou

Iwalkawaylaughing.

Zithulele:Okayatleasttellmeyourname

Me:Swazi

Hesitsdownandgivesmeacoldlook.

Phindile

Ican'tbelievemyears.

Me:Shedidwhat



Pearl:Thatwasonewaytobagthemoney

Me:YeahIadmithisd*ckisoutofthisworld,but

comeonwhatdrivesthesefemalesintopure

insanity

Shelaughs.

Me:Isthatevenpossible,aren'tthosespermsdead

aftertheycomeout

Pearl:Phindileshetookusedcondomsoroneday

trickedhimtogethissperms,wenttothedoctor

andgotinjectedwithhissperms

Me:Artificialinseminationstop



Ilaugh.

Me:NoIknowtheycrazybutnotthiscrazy

Pearl:Shewassuccessful,butshegaveawaythe

childtoberaisedbyhermotherandsheistheone

whofilledthiskidwithnonsense

Me:Okaywenotgoingtomakeanyoneforget,lets

justwaitforhisstrike.Thisisbad

Pearl:Tellmeaboutit

Iwon'tseehimcoming,ifhehasthebirthmark.I

amstayingoutofthissolongashedoesn'ttouch

anyone.Hecanplayhisstupidgame,howeverIwill

bekeepingacloseeyeonhim.



Me:Makeitimpossibleforhimtoevenreachus.I

don'thavetheenergytobedealingwithpsychos

Pearl:Youapsychoyourself

Iwalkawayfromher,callingSfiso.

Swazi

Ilookatmyselfonthemirror,Itakeoffmytopand

standsideways.Whatdoesthismean,sometimesit

willmoveandIwouldsufferalotofanxiety.

"Wazi"

Iputmytopbackonandopenthedoor.

Nokuthula:Heywhyisthedoorlocked



She'smygirlfriendwetoxicforeach,Ibeenwithher

forsometimeandIjustcan'tgetridofher.

Me:Iwassleeping

Myphonerings.

Me:Holdon..Yeah

Shaun:Heiscrying

Isigh.

Me:Askhimwhathewantsandfeedhiscraving

Shaun:What



Me:Hegotcouvadesyndrome

Shaun:Whatinthehell

Me:Shaun

Shaun:Iamnotababysitterokay,listentothis

listen

Heputsthephoneonspeaker,Ilaugh.

Shaun:Youfuckingoldman,stopcryinglikeababy

Me:Lethimgo,heisuseless

Shaun:Ohfinally



Me:Nodon'tpullthetriggerdrophimoff

somewhere

InoticeNokuthulafromthemirrorlayingnakedon

thebed.

Me:Iambusywithsomethingelse

Ihungup,thisisnotthelastofme.Iwillcomeback.

Sfiso

Phindilenotbeinghereisdevastating,butIknow

thatthisisimportant.Noparentwantstohear,

somethingbadhappenedtotheirchildren.Oldor

not,Ihopetheyfindhimandhereturnsbackhome

safely.

Mdu:Bafo



Me:Ndlangamandla

Musa:Awusiyeke

Welaugh.

Mdu:Imisshershoutingatme

Theyargueallthetime,itsjustpureloveandhate

betweenthem.

Mdu:WeMduucabangaukuthsowashwaubani

lesitsha(Whodoyouthinkwillwashthisdish)

Me:Ziyothathathausukulonke(Fightingthewhole

day)



Welaugh.

Me:Guysshe'sjustanhouraway

Musa:Youokaywiththat

Me:Itrusther,Idon'ttrustthosemonkeys.Herkids

willalwayscomefirstbeforeanything,doesthat

meanyallfinallyaccepther

Musa:Wedon'twantaZenzehappeningagain,your

happinessmeanstheworldtous

Me:Wegood

"Sanibonani"

Me:Hibaby



Penelope:Penelopengiyacelaungancolisiikhishini

lami(Pleasedon'tdirtymykitchen)

EveryonehasaPhindilemoment,cleanlinessis

majorimportantforher.

Myphonerings.

Iwalkawayansweringthephone.Ihopesheis

callingwithgoodnew.

Phindile

Mybabyisbackhomesafeandsound.Theycaught

thisShaunofaperson,Iwanttogivehim

something.

Me:Ihaveamessageforyourboss,youwilljust



showittohim

Linda:Phindilenotthesnakeagain

Me:If

Voice:Don't

Me:HmmIguessthisisyourluckyday

Voice:Likeyousaidfocusonyourhealth,weshall

bewatchinghim

Me:Lethimgo

Mzwakhe:What



Me:Lethimgo

Mzwakhe:M-

Me:Oursonisheresleepingupstairs,Iwillgo

checkonhimbeforeIleave.Don'tactsoinnocent,I

calledyouandyoudidn'tanswersodon'tgivethat

bs

Iheadupstairs.
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Phindile

Hereismytakeonthiswholesituation.Philisiwe

gotinherfeelings.ShethoughtMzwakhewasthe

oneforher,shewashisfuckbuddynothingmore

nothingless.Hespoiledherrotten,justlikeSihle.

Hetreatedthemlikequeensoftheworld.



Whatmadeherthinkofdoingthisbafflesme.This

boyisonlyafterthemoney,hecanhaveitwithout

havingtodocrazythingsandfeelentitledtoit.He

won'tgetitthough,IowneverythingtheBhengu's

have.

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:Inherebaby

Me:Hellofamily

Mdu:Makoti

Ihughim.

Me:Iknow,Iwassupposedtocomebackyesterday

buthewaslikemom.Yougoingtoleavemecrying



likethis

Hekissesme.

Me:Yousleptgood

Hekissesmeagain.

Me:Thankyouverymuchforwhatyoudid

Mdu:Anytimemakoti

Ipushhimasideandcontinuewithwhatheisdoing,

theylaugh.

Mzwakhe

Wemissedhimandhistantrums.Iamhappyheis



backsafeandunharmed.

Me:Doyouwantsomecounseling

Zithulele:Iamgoodthankyou

Sakhile:Canyoutelluswhathappened,whoisthe

personbehindthis

Zithulele:HesaidhisnameisSwazi

Me:Swazi

Zithulele:Apparentlyinganeyakho(Yourson)

Welookathimandlaugh.



Me:Idon'thaveanyson'swithnobody.Iused

protectionallthetimeexceptwithyourmother

Zithulele:Likeus,henevergrewupwithafathers

love

Me:ZithuleleIdon'thaveasonoutthere

Zithulele:YoudoandhelooksexactlylikeyouandI.

Hehasthebirthmarkonhisbellylikeme,abitold

butheisanexactreplicaofyou

Linda:MzwakheBhengu

Me:HaiboIdon'thaveachildrenoutside

Theylaugh.



Me:Zithulele

Zithulele:DadIkidyounot,youcouldn'tseeIwas

missingbecauseheisBhengu

Me:Thefuckheis,Idon'thaveabastardchildnna

Zithulele:Bastardornothetookmeandallthis

belongstohim

Me:Welljokesonhim,hewon'tgetanything

becausePhindilehaseverythingandshedefinitely

won'tgiveherchildren'sfortunetosomebastardI

don'tknow

Iheadupstairs.Idon'tknowwhatprankthey

playing,itsnotnice.IamalotofthingsbutIdon't

goaroundandbemakingbabieswitheverybody.



Zithulele

Hereallydidn'tdoanythingtome,exceptdenyme

food.

Iwasdyingofthecravings.

Thekidscametocheckonme,Mphosentmeatext

she'sgladthefatherofherkidsissafe.Kimberly

shedoesn'tcare,infactshewasveryhappy.

Stha:AwholeZeekidnapped

Me:Tellmeabout

Banele:Whathappeneddidtheytouchyou

Me:NotheyjustdeniedmefoodandIwascraving

somehotchickennuggetshmm



Ilookatthem,Iamcravingthemrightnow.

Iwon'ttellthemanythingmomisawareofwhatis

goingonandshewillfillusinsoon.Wewouldn'tbe

theBhengu'swithoutalittlebitofdramaandheis

pullingoutallthestops.

Me:Howarethingsatwork

Zakhele:Wegoodtakeallthetimeyouneed

Me:Idon'thaveallthetime,thosekidnappersmay

beaftermycompanyhaiboZakhele.Howdoyou

supposeItakecareofthesemillionchildrenonthe

way

Kwanele:Cantheykidnapyouagain



Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Idon'thaveasonSakhileexceptforthose

Tasmaniandevils,Idon'thaveotherkids

Sakhile:Youtalkedtop

Me:Shewon'thelpme

Sakhile:Yourgift

Me:It'snotsayinganything



Sakhile:Iamsureitsnothingwewillcontinue

lookingforhim

Sbahleenters,Iwonderhowsheisgoingtotakethe

news.

Sbahle:Ke...ImeanIamsorry,Ithoughtyouby

yourself

Sakhile:OhIalreadyknowwhoyouare,youdon't

needtopretendwithme

Me:Idon'tknowwhyshewantstohidherself,we

weremeanttobeifwestilltogether.IfonlyPhindile

wasaround

Theylookatme.



Ikeepquietandactlike,Idon'tseethemstaringat

me.

Phindile

Thesnakescan'tfindPhilisiweandthere'snot

much,Icando.Iwilldealwiththatsomeothertime.

IhaveplannedasmallgetawayforSfiso,Nonhle,

AyandaandI.MostlyforSfisoweneedthatprivate

timetoreconnectasanengagedcouple.

Me:Thereyougo

Sfiso:Howmuchmoneydoyouwant

Me:Hawu

Sfiso:Youtakecareofmewhenyouwant



something

Me:Duh!Itscalledbeinginarelationshipusewhat

yougottogetwhatyouwant

Hechuckles.

Sfiso:Thankyou

Me:Canwegosomewherejustfortwodaysnotto

far

Hegrabstheflowerandsniffsitsmiling.
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Swazi

Thebosscalledusin,Iamnotslackingonmyjob.I

justhaveotherseriousthingstotakecareof.



Michael:Ifitisn'tthelovelySwazi

Ilookathim.

Michael:Igotajobforyou,Ihopeyouready

Iamalwaysready.

Michael:Ifiguredhowyourmothercanpayoffher

debtandthanmaybeIcanreleaseher

HehandsmeafileandIopenit.Thepicture

intriguesme.

Me:Whoisthis



Michael:Yourfather'swife

Me:What

Ilaugh.

Michael:Turntothenextpage

Ido.

Michael:Yoursisterwaithalfsisterwhatever

Me:Whyyougivingmethis

Michael:Killingher,Imightlethergo.Sellingheroh

mygoodnessdoyouunderstandsthemoneyIwill

make



MichaelEvanshaslosthisdamnmind.

Michael:Sinceyoufailedatyourpreviousjob

Me:Hewasfuckinguseless

Michael:Ifyoucan'tdoittellmeandIwillfind

somebodyelsetodoit,lookatallthis

chocolatenesshmm.

Shaunlooksatme,Igetupandleave.

Shaun:Youconsideringit

Me:Ifitwillbringjoytomyheartseeinghimsuffer

thanyes



Shaun:Swazi

Me:Yougotaproblemwalkaway

Shaun:Thisiscausingunnecessarydrama

Iwalkawayfromhim,Iwilldothissolo.

Sfiso

Wearriveatthisbeautifulgamereserve,Ineeda

smallbreakthingshavejustbeenhectic.

Ayanda:Shouldweevenbehere

Nonhle:Lookslikeweruiningaromanticgetaway

Ayanda:Right



Theylaugh.

Phindile:Iwantustorelaxandenjoy.Icouldn't

leaveyoubehind,becausethere'sahighpossibility

ofthemfindingout.Thisistheperfectwayforyou

toreallygetitonandfortheoneIlove

Me:Youlove

Phindile:Iloveyoumybaby..Comeonletsgo

Myphonerings.

Ideclineandswitchitoff.

Phindile:Sfiso



Me:Comingbaby

ThisIamgoingtoenjoy.

Zithulele

Iarriveattheoffice,Iloveworkingbutalsodislikeit.

NoIloveworkjusthatecomingtotheoffice,Kim's

deskisempty.

Isigh.

Igetsheispregnantbutcomeon.Putonmaternity

leaveandfindmeatemp.

Iwalkinandthechairturnsaround.Notthisguy

again.

Me:Ohbyallmeanspleasemakeyourself



comfortable

Swazi:Quitealovelyofficeyouhave

Hegetsupfrommychair,Ineedtopurchaseanew

one.Hemightbepossessedbysomecreatureand

tryingtopossessmealso.

Helaughs.

Me:Whyyouhere

Swazi:Don'tworryIamnotgoingtodoanything,

quickquestionthoughwhycanIhearyourthoughts

Me:Idon'tknowyoutellme

Swazi:Isuggestyougivemecorrectanswerswe



don'twanttobemakingamessofthings

Me:Takeyourbestshot

Swazi:IshouldhavekilledyouwhenIhadthe

opportunity

Me:Getoutofmyoffice,ifyouboredthere'salady

downstairswelcomingpeople.Askherforajobor

two

Swazi:Wowokayprettyboy,Iwillleavebutfirst

Heextendshishand.

Swazi:Takeit

Me:Youreallyarebored,youthinkyoucankillme



withbullets

Swazi:Whoadudethosearenotforyou

Me:Itsgoingtotakealotofmanpowertogetridof

dad

Swazi:Idon'tneedmanpowerIhaveyou

Me:Excuseme

Swazi:IwillgetallthatIneedfromyou.Theynot

forfatheraswell,anywaystoodles

Heleaves.

Isigh.



Igrabmyphoneandtakeapictureofthesetwo

bulletsandsendittodad,withthecaption"theynot

formeoryou".Thisbuggerjustannoyedme.

Icallreception.

Swazi

Thisisjustgoingtobetooeasy.Ijusthavetoscare

himwithhistwobabymama'sandhewillsinglike

acanary.

Myphonerings.

Me:Yeah

Shaun:Yourbackisburning



Me:Don'tworry,Iseeit

Ihungup.

Thiscarhasbeenfollowingme,Istepoutofmycar

andpulloutmygun.

Thesepeoplearelivingthefancylife,thecarsthey

driving.Istandagainstthecarandknockonthe

windowwithmygun.

Thewindowgoesdown.

Me:Reallyheiskeepingtabsonmenow

Phakama:Wejustmakingsurethatyoudoingyour

job



Me:Iamgoingtoputmygunhere,pullthetrigger

andthewholebulletwillpenetratethroughyour

foreheadandblowyourbrainsup

Helaughs.

Me:StayoutofmywayPhakama

Hestepsoutofthecar,tryingtointimidateme.

Someoneclearstherethroat.

Me:Howniceofyoutojointheparty

Zithulele:IgotAndileMsomionspeeddailtake

yourpartysomewhereelse,thankyouverymuch

SeeIhaven'tevendoneanythingandhegavemea



name.

Phindile

AyandaandIweredrinkingjuicewatchingSfiso

andNonhlehavingablast.Wedidn'tevenrest,and

theywerealreadygettingwasted.Ihaveneverseen

himdrunk,thiswasacutescenetowatch.

Sfiso&Nonhle:"Can'tyouseethatIloveyou"

Nonhle:"Iloveyouuuuu"

Sfiso:"I'lldoanythingi'mallforyou

Ayanda:Weee

Welaugh.



Nonhle:That'swhyyoumybestfriend,mysisterwe

beenthroughhellandback.Butwestilltogether

Sfiso:Iwouldliketoknowaboutthisfriendshipand

howthisblackcatmarriedyou

Ilaugh.

Nonhle:Weworkedtogether,Iwashereverything

mythanpartnerintroducedusandwekickeditoff

fromthewordgo.Shewasmyblessingindisguise,

fastforwardnyanatheancestralthingstarted.I

becameNono,Nonoishersoundingvoice.When

Nonosaysstop,shestops.Itwasexhaustinghey,

inandoutofhospitalswithnoclueofwhatwas

goingon

Me:Itgotworsewhenmygiftwasmanifesting



Nonhle:Yo

Sfiso:Whathappened

Me:FirstIwentblind,afterthatIlostmymobility

andthanwentdeafeachofthesestrugglesshowed

meflames

Nonhle:Iwasthereholdingherhand

Weremainsilentforawhile.Ireallywentthroughit

allher.Agreatdealofhardship.

Ayanda:Andifyouhurther,Iwillputabullet

throughyourskull

Welaugh.



Ayanda:Weshallretiretoourroomnow

Me:Fuckeachotherokay

Theywalkaway,IlookatSfiso.
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Sfiso

Ididn'tknowPhindilewentthroughsuchtryingtime,

shedoesn'topenuptometomethatmuch.

Phindile:Idon'treallyspeakaboutmyemotionsor

feelings

Me:Youamindreadernow

Sheturnsaroundandputsherlegovermine.



Me:Wecangoagain,Idon'tmind

Shegiggles.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme

Phindile:Ididn'thaveagreatlifeyouknow,allI

wantedwastojusttobehappy.Buteveryonekeeps

pushingandpushing,Iamstillblamed.Thingsare

badbecauseIdidn'tdothis,Ididn'tdothat.Igave

themtheirgiftnowtheysayitwasneverminesto

giveaway.Ifoundthatfamilybroken,theystillare

andit'smyresponsibilitytofixitagain.ForonceI

justwantedtobefreeandloved

Ikissherforehead.

Phindile:Iamasnakeafterall,Idon'tknowhowto



showmyemotions.There'speopletalkinginmy

head,tellingmewhatdoandwhatnot.Thisishow

itwillbeorIwillgoswimmingintheriverasa

snake

Me:Fromnowonwardsitsjustmeandyou

whoeverelsedoesn'tmatter.Youwillalwaysbemy

numberone,Iloveyou

Phindile:Iloveyoutoo

Wekiss.

Phindile:Letsgetready

Igetontopofher.

Zithulele



IfIseethatguyagainIwon'tbeheldresponsiblefor

whatIdotohim.Ishouldcontinueworkingfrom

homeagain.

BabSakhile:Sitsheleithenilebhari(Telluswhatthis

idiotsaid)

Me:HesaidIwilltellhimwhateverheneedstohear

Theylookateachother.

Dad:Whateveryoudo,donotsayinganythingabout

yourfamily.Don'tgiveoutanyinformationaboutus

BabSakhile:Paycarefulattentiontowhoheasks

aboutthemost

Dad:Infactyoubetheonetogetoutinformation



fromhim

BabThobani:Isthistheguysthatwerethere

Ilookatthephotos.

Me:Yeah

BabThobani:Whyishisnotshowing

Me:Thatshisson,Icantellfromtheclotheshewas

wearing

Dad:Zithulele

Me:Stopdenyinghim,youknowwhathesaid.Why

canhehearmythoughts



Dad:NowIamconfused

Me:IfbetweenhimandIonwholooksexactlylike

you,itshim

BabSakhile:Isitsomeoneweknow

Dad:Ifheisaftermysonobviously

BabSakhile:Canyoudothiswithyouremotionsall

overtheplace

Me:No

Hewilldefinitelydohisbesttoannoymeand

somethingwillslipup.



Swazi

Evansisdisrespectingme,IsaidIwilldothejob

whatwasthereasonforhimtosendhisuseless

sidekick.

Michael:Youstillangry

Me:Iamnotanamateurifyouwantthingsdone

don'tmakeitobviousyoufool

Phakama:Wehavethesecondpersonwhowas

involved

Michael:Who

Phakama:AndileMsomi

HeisGbutIwouldliketothethatpersonwhomade



meisthebest.

Me:Bigtimedruglordandhumantraffiker

Michael:YeahIfoundthem..OkaySwaziShine

Sfiso

Wewerehikingonthislongnothingtoseeland.

Wherearetheanimals,Iamdisappointed.

Ayanda:Sexisbetterthanthis

Ilaughtheladieswerewalkinginfrontofus.

Ayanda:Bukasekuyamiwafuthbathathaiyithombe

(Looktheystandingagain,takingpictures)



Me:Ayandastop

Ayanda:YoulikethisbecauseIdon't

Me:Comeonwehereforrelaxation

Ayanda:Relaxationhesays

Me:Yeahyourighthearingherscreammynameis

muchmorebetterthanthis

Welookateachother.

Me:AyngekePhindilekadesihamba(Nowehave

beenwalkingandwalking)

Helaughs.



Nonhle:Itoldyou

Phindile:Notevenafewminutesandjustenjoythis

qualitytimetogether

Ayanda:Itwasthisguy,Ikepttellinghimrelaxyall

lookbeautifulbytheway.Savedit

Savedwhat.

Thetruckpullsup.

Wetakenbacktothereserve.

Mzwakhe

Iwanttoseethissupposedsonofmine.Icameto

hisofficeindisguise.Youcan'tmissaguylikeme,I



amtallanddon'tneedanyintroduction.

Ihaveafeelinghewon'tshowuporhewillshowup,

justsoIcanseehimandstartinvestigatinghim.

Myphonerings.

ItsanalarmshowingPhindile'sface.Atallman

walksinandgoestoreception,theliftopens

Zakheleshowsup.Hetellsthereceptionladynotto

nevermind,hegoesandhugshim.Zakhelepushes

him.

Zithuleleenters,heseesmethanthesituation

goingonandimmediatelyrunsout,arghthisfool.I

getupandfollowhim.

Whothefuckisthat.
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Mzwakhe

Heshowsuptwentyyearslater.Istillhatethisguy.

Andile:Ifyougoingtotakemeoutofmyhouse,at

leasthavethedecencytotakemesomeplace

worthy

Ihavebeenwaitingforhimforhoursandnowhe

showsup.

Me:Fuckyou

Welaugh.

Me:Gladtoseeyouleftyourlife

Andile:Whenyouhavekidsthingschange



Me:Mmm

Andile:WhyamIhere

Me:Ithinkwehaveaproblem

Andile:Againwhatisitnow

Me:Dowehaveanenemytogether

Andile:Eachother..OkaynoIdon'tknow

Me:Somethingisthreateningmyfamilyandatthe

mentionofyournameweshookit

Hesighs.



Zithulele

Swazi:Hawudon'tyoulikemeanymore

Me:Idon'tlikepeopleinmypersonalspace

Swazi:Wefamily

Me:Idon'tfuckingknowyoubroandwhatwereyou

doinghere

Swazi:Okaycalmdowndon'tgetallagrowithme

IdoubtheknowsIamatwinorheisplayingdumb.

Me:Iambusywhatdoyouwant



Helooksatme,likefatherhecanalsoreada

person.Thephonerings.

Me:YeahIwillseeifIcanmakeit,yohwomanI

saidIwillsee

Dad:What

Me:CanyoutakeMphotothehospitalforacheck

up

Dad:Hoe-zeeIamnottheonewhowentandgot

herpregnant

Me:Andthat'swhywehateyou

Ihungup.



Mom:Zithulele

Me:Mommy

Mom:Yesmybaby

Me:CanyoutakeMphotothehospital

Shelaughs.

Me:Don'tlaughmom

Mom:TellhimIsaidhi

Shehungsup.

Me:MomsaysImustsayhitoyou



Helooksatmeconfused,yeahnowIcangetsome

answersfromhim.

Mzwakhe

Andile:Didn'tEvandiefromafatalaccident

Thatcouldbeouronlyenemy,butwhyishecoming

afterme.

Me:Youtheonewhostolehisdiamonds

Hescoffs.

Andile:IfIremembercorrectlysomeoneelsegotto

themfirst

Me:Thepointisitsyourfault



Andile:MzwakheBhengushakinginhisbootswow

neverthought,Iwouldseetheday.Evanhadason

okay,maybewemissedsomethingmaybehedidn't

die

Isigh.

Andile:WhereistheMrs

Me:Wenottogether

Andile:Again

Me:Shutup

Helaughs.



Swazi

Okaythisisgoingtobeveryhard,hehasfour

identicaltwins.Iknowhimbecauseheisdramatic

andall,thatguyfromyesterdaytotallycold.He

didn'tevenknowwhoIwasandIthink,Isawmy

dadwhichmeanstheyontome.Igottomovequick

withthismission.

Shaun:Wow

Me:Iwillgoawayforsometime,theyontomeand

Ican'tletthathappen

Shaun:Yousureyoudon'twanttochangeyour

mind

Me:Iamonlydoingthisformymother

Shaun:Can'tyoutakehimoutyourself



Me:Thatwillcauseunnecessaryattentiononme

Shaun:Yourfatherishectic,Ican'tbelievehegave

birthtosuchwhackeduppeople

Me:BecauseIdon'tknowtheytwins,theymight

useittotheiradvantageandtrickme

Shaun:Nokuthula

Me:Idon'tcareabouther,let'sgo

Igrabmybagsandwalkout.TheBhengu'smaybe

smartbuttheyarenotreadyforme.Iamcoming

forthemandIwon'trestuntilbloodspills.

Zithulele



Iamabletobreathecomfortably,Swaziwasjust

crowdingmeandmakingmyskincrawl.Zakhele

entersmyoffice.

Me:Hellogovner

Zakhele:Mmm

Me:Youokay

Zakhele:Somethingweirdhappened

Me:Somethingisalwaysweirdwithyou

Zakhele:Thisdudefromnowherecomesandtries

tohugme.Iamlikebackoffdudewhatthefuck,

youmadenewfriendsandrunningawayfromthem.

Onesthatlooklikedad



Me:Itstheguythatkidnappedme

Zakhele:Whythefuckdoeshelooklikedad

Me:Somevezandleba(bastardchild)from

somewhere

Zakhele:Doesmomknowabout

Me:Ithinksoandiskeepingquietaboutit

Zakhele:ObviouslysheislivingitupwithSfiso

Me:Yeahsoheisaftersomethingandwemight

seehimatlot.Incaseyoubumpintoeachother,act

likeyoume



Zakhele:Ittookforevertryingtotellusapartnow

youwantmetobeyou.Idon'tthinkso,herearethe

filesyourequested

Hegetsupandleaves.

Ilaugh.
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Mzwakhe

Itriedtotrailbackonallmyways.Thereisnoway

anybodycouldhavefallenpregnant,whywouldthe

ancestorsallowthistohappen.Itrymyluckand

callPhindile,luckilysheanswers.

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:Babymama



Phindile:Yebo

Me:Whydon'tyouwanttomeetwithme

Phindile:Ifithasnothingtodowithourkids,what

arewemeetingfor

Me:Iamgoingtoenjoyfuckingyouagain

Phindile:Inyourdreamsbabyinyourdreams

Shehungsup.

Thobanientersandjumpsonmybed.

Thobani:Wakhe



Me:Skhulu

Thobani:Hewentintohidingwefollowedhim,and

losthimsomewhere

Me:Smartboy

Thabiso

EversinceNonhlecamebacksomeofthewives

paidlessattentiontoOlwethuandmoreonher.She

developedthisb*tchyattitudeandweherenow.

Shehasn'tbeenfeelingwellandIhateseeingherin

despair.

Me:Callthem

Olwethu:Andsaywhattheydon'tlikeme



Me:Thatsinthepastnowcallthem

IgrabherphoneandcallPhindile.

Olwethu:Thabisowhatareyoudoing

Phindile:MrsBhengu..Hello

Me:Talk

Phindile:Iamgoingtohungupnow

Olwethu:Waitdon't

Phindile:YesMrsBhengu



Olwethu:Iwaswonderingifyoucouldcomeover

fordinnertonight

Phindile:Oh

Olwethu:YoucanbringSfisoto

Phindile:OhIwouldlovetowowokaythankyou

verymuch.Iwillseeyoutonight

Shehungsup.

Me:YoucanbringSfisoto

Olwethu:Youtheonewhocalledandheisher

boyfriend

Me:She'smarriedtothisfamily



Olwethu:Telleveryonetocomeover,Iwillcallthe

cateringcompany

Me:Wow

IcallMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe

Me:Idon'tthinkhewentintohiding

Myphonerings.

Me:Thabiso

Thabiso:YeahPhindileiscomingwehavingabig

beautifulfamilydinner,Ihopeeveryoneheardme

thankyou



Me:Ohthanshemightgiveusinsightonwhatis

goingon

Thabiso:Doyouhaveanyideawhoitmightbe

Me:Nobodyiscrazyenoughtodothis,Iamreally

shockedhowdoIhaveasonoutthere

Thabiso:Everyoneiscrazyaboutyouexcept

Phindile

Theylaugh.

Thabiso:Theancestorsknewwhattheyweredoing

andyoujusthadtobeyou,comeover

Me:Letsgogetready



Phindile

Thebullshithasstarted,Ionlybecausebecause

oneIwanttoseemykids.Secondtheygoingtoask

meaboutthisartificialinseminationchild,whatthe

hellwasPhilisiwethinking.Theboyisplanningon

killingusandall.

Me:Wedon'thavetogoifyoudon'twant

Hestepsoutoftheshowerlookingyummyasever.

Heisalsoverycomfortablewithhisnakedness

aroundme.

Sfiso:Idon'twanttogo

Me:ComeonitwillbefinebabywecanbringMdu

andMusathewholefamilyactually



Sfiso:Ntsikagavemesomething

Hekissesmeandgivesmeabrownenvelope.

Me:IsthiswhatIthinkitis

Sfiso:Divorcepapersyes

Me:Oh

Helooksatme.

Me:Nodon'tmewrongIamgoingaheadwithit,

whydidn'tNtsikajustsendittohim.Idon'twantto

bedealingwithnodrama,myattorneysandhis

attorneysshouldsortingthisout

Sfiso:HaiboPhindileandpleasedon'tusetheIam



sickwithcancerline

Idon'twanttobedealingwiththis.Ntsikaand

Lindokuhlecanhandleit.

Sfiso:Howwastakingbabymamatothehospital

Me:Babygirlthinkswecool,Iamnotcoolwithher.

Iamjustdoingitformygrandchildrenandtheirwell

-being

Sfiso:Canwehavechildrenofourown

Me:IftheGod'sblessusandIcancarrythem,yes

SfisoIwillgiveyouasmanychildrenasyouwant

Sfiso:Whyyoubeingsarcasticnow



Welaugh.

Swazi

ShaunbroughtmesometakeawaysandIamin

middleofputtingthemissingpiecesofthispuzzle.

Me:Anyoneseeyou

Shaun:Nobuttheydefinitelyonmytailsowhatdo

youhavesofar

Me:NothingconcreteifIamgoingtonailthem,I

needtoknowthematthebackofmyhand

Shaun:Michaeldoesn'ttrustyoubut,Itoldhimto

relax

Me:Youwereright,Imustworkonaplantotake



himout.Ineedtogettohimbeforehekillsmy

mother

Eventhoughthatwomannevercaredforme,sheis

stillmymotheranditsmyjobtoprotecther.Iknow,

IwillregretfortherestofmylifeifIletanythingbad

happenedtoher.

Shaun:Sevenchildren

Me:Nine

Shaun:Tensiblings,ninechildrenfour

grandchildrenonthewaydamnheisblessed

Me:Iamconfusedwhowouldbreakupwithsucha

babe.Lookathersheisfineinalltherightplaces



Shaun:Dudedisgusting

Me:Ican'tbelieveit

Shaun:Dowetakeoutherboyfriend

Me:Nopehehasnothingtodowiththis

LuyandiswaIdon'tknowwhyhewantsherbutokay.

IhaveafeelingMikewillapproachstepmom,

becausetheexwifeofherfianceismarriedto

MichaelEvansfather'sbrother

Shaun:What

Me:Sfiso'sexwife

Shaun:Yes



Me:HerhusbandisEvanseniorsbrother

Shaun:Shutthefrontdoor

Me:Somethingtellsmeahugeexplosionisgoing

tohappen

Shaun:ButsheisaXavierhowaretheyrelated

Me:Somemotherdifferentfathers

Shaun:Swazi

Me:SoafterthatdiamondheistEvansenior

retaliated,thesetwodecidedtotakehimout.Buthe

survivedthataccidentthemotherdidn't,itwasher

thingafterall.Evanjuniorwasquickonhisfeetso

everythingisgood.Everyoneislivingtherebestlife



of,ofthatjewelryheist

Shaun:Abegpleaseyourfatherisswimmingin

money.Hegotmoremoneythananygangster,I

know

Me:WelltheEvansdon'tthinkthat

Shaun:HmmthisisgoodallIamgoingtosayisbe

carefulmanokay,becareful.Ican'tchangeyour

mindnowbutbeverycareful

Ilookathim.

Shaun:Iwillbeonmyway,Iwilltrytwiceaweekto

sendyoufood.Nokuthulabeenaskingaboutyou

Me:TellherIamdead



Helaughsthanleaves.

Istandbackandlookatmyboard.
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Phindile

Wealittlelatebutweareherefinally.Ihope

everythinggoessmoothlyandnobodyfights,

becauseIwilldefinitelysmacksomebody.

Olwethu:Ohhipleasecomein

Me:Sorrywelate

Sfiso:MrsBhengu



Olwethu:Come

Weenterandtheyalreadyhavingablastoutside.

Me:TheseareSfiso'skidsNtsika,Lwandileand

Njabulo

Ntsika:I'mNtsikaandtheseareforyou

Olwethu:KeepituphandsomeI'mOlwethulovelyto

meetyouall.Nonhle

Me:Shedidn'twanttocome

Olwethu:Okaythiswayplease,Banelepleaseput

theseinavase

Banele:Ma



Olwethu:Everyonemommyishere.Ibegofyoulets

notfight,letsloveeachotherasafamilyeven

thoughthere'ssomethingstofix.ButpleaseIbeg

wehaveagreatnightthankyou

GreatnightwhereMzwakhegivingmeastinkeye.

Isuddenlyhearcriesandscreamingofsomebody.

Alotof"stopdoingthis,Idon'twanttoplease".I

clearmythroatokaythisistoomuchwhyarethey

showingmethis.

Ntsika:Wowthisisthebomb

Thabiso:Nowthatsjustrude

Ntsika:YoutalkingtoomuchandIamhungry



Sthabiso:IthinkIamgoingtolikeyou

Ntsika:Lookthere'sevenflies

Welaugh.

Mandlenkosi:SeeyouanaturalmeallIwanttodo

iskillthemalltheyannoying

Theylaughandthepartybegins.

Mzwakhe

Itfeelslikethegoodolddayseveryonedrinking,

dancingandhavingagoodtime.Laughterall

around.

Sakhile:Twopeoplemissingnow



Alotofthemaremissing,Ireallymessedup.

Thobani:Stopthinkingaboutbadstuffweherenow

letsmakethemostofit

WehearThabisoandPhindilearguing.

Thabiso:Chamommyngiyabuza(No,Iamjust

asking)

Phindile:Younotevenworthmyshouting

Theyreachus,stillarguing.

Thabiso:LookwhoIfound,anyonehasaproblem

pleasespeaknoworforeverholdyourpeace



Sakhile:Mommy

Phindile:Youguysgoodyouforgivenhimnow

Thobani:Whatwouldwebewithouthim

Shetakesasipofherdrink.

Me:Youallowedtodrinkthat

Phindile:Itscranberryjuicenothingisgoingto

happen

Thabiso:Tellusabouthismiraculousson

Shelaughs.



Me:MommyIdon'thaveanotherchildoutthereat

leastoneyoudon'tknowabout

Phindile:Heisanartificialinsemination

Me:What

Sheexplainsthewholestorytous.

Me:Angizwanga(what)

Linda:Holdonwhatthefuckisthat

Phindile:Yes.Shebasicallyinjectedherselfwithhis

spermtomakeababy

Theylaugh.



Me:Forwhat

Phindile:Youmadethesewomanfeelliketheywere

goingtobewithyou

Me:No,whywouldIdothat

Linda:Phindile

Me:Lindaniawukahle(Stopit)

Philisiwehasalwayslosttheplot,shealwayswent

leftwithouragreement.Somanygoodguysout

thereshestolemyspermandgaveherselfababy.

Me:Iamdefeated



Sakhile:Whydoeshewanttocomeafterus

Phindile:Evans.Hedidn'tdie,money,abandonment

issues

Me:Idon'tevenknowthismotherfuckerandhe

thinkshehasarighttomymoneywow,isbindi

esingaka

Phindile:Isaydon'tgoafterhim,bepreparedfor

him.Lethimcometoyou,hethinksyouhaveno

ideawhatisgoingon

Idon'tevenallowaflytohurtmyarms,nowImust

foldmyarmsandwatchwhilethisboyattacksmy

family.

Phindile:CanIgonow



Me:Haibowhereyougoing

Shegetsup,Igrabherhandandshefallsonmylap.

Voice:Youmightwanttoletgoofthat

Shejumpsup.

Sfiso:DothatagainandIwillkillyouletsgo

Theyheadbackinside.

Linda:DothatagainandIwillkillyou

Welaugh.

Sfiso



Iknewsomethingwasgoingtoannoyme,Ididn't

thinkitwouldhappensoearly.Shejoinsmeonthe

couchwithathrowandaglassofwhiskey.

Me:Iamaveryforgivingpersonbutifyoutryme

Shetakesasip.

Phindile:Ishouldhavewarnedyouaboutthingslike

thesehappening

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemwiththat,Idon'tlike

themtheydon'tlikeme.Idon'tcare

Phindile:Ohman

Me:Givemethat



Phindile:ItwasfullandIdrankhalfofit,whatdon't

lookatmelikethat.Okusalayoizobeivuthabhe(Its

goingtobehotdownthere)

BeforeIcansayanythingherlipsarealreadyon

mine.

Me:Iamdefinitelygoingtospankyouhardtonight

Shegiggles.

Phindile:Come

Me:Youlookbeautifulbytheway

Shestrutsandtwirlsaround.

Iwhistle.Idarethesefoolstotryandseparateme



fromher.

Mzwakhe

Sli:Youdon'thavetodrooloverhershehasaman.

Notforlong.

Me:Whatareyouevendoinghere

Weseethekidschasingeachotherandlaughing.I

amgladthekidsdidn'tourdramaalongwiththem

andtheygetalongwell.

Me:Excuseme

IseePhindilewithMandlenkosiandLanga,Ihead

overtothem.



Phindile

Iwon'tlieImissedthesebaboons,itfeelslike

familyagain.

Mandlenkosi:Langa

Heraiseshisphoneupandtakesaselfie.They

bothkissmycheeks.

Langa:Mom

Me:Iwon'tcry,IpromiseIwon'tcry

Mzwakhe:Takeanotherone

Me:Mzwakhestopit



Hegrabsmyneck,Ican'thelpbutgiggleandlaugh

dammittheysoannoying.

Me:Okay

Ipushthemoffmeandtheylaugh.Mybodyis

heatingup,Ican'tholditinanymore.

Me:Sthabiso,Sthabiso

Heputshisdrinkdownandwalkstowardsme.Iput

myarmunderhis.

Me:Idon'twanttosaythisinfrontofthefamily,but

theyspeakingandIcan'tignorethemanylonger

Hesighs.



Me:Lookatme

Sthabiso:Ma

Me:YoubothneedtospeakaboutthisorelseIwill

Thobaniwilldie,Zethuwillbeleftbroken.

Me:Icanonlykeepquietforsolong,Ithinkitsbest

ifIleave

Sfiso:Heyeverythingokay

IletgoofSthabisoandhughim.

Sfiso:Heybabywhatiswrong



Ibreakdown.
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Sfiso

Iwaslookingatthepicturethatwasposted.Clearly

thereisnolovelostbetweenPhindileandMzwakhe,

Ialsowitnesseditwithmyowntwoeyes.They

prettymuchloveeachothertothecore,WhoamIin

thisinstance.

Voice:Coffee

Ilookup.

Shesitsdown,Ilookatthiscoffee.Shetakesasip

anddoesweirdgesture.

Zenze:Seenothinghappened



Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Zenze:Iamnotheretocausetroubleoranything,

butpleasecanstayinyourhouseuntilIfindaplace

ofmyown.Please

Me:Whatisupwithyou

Igrabthecoffeeanddrinkit,itwasalwaysthe

littlestthingsshewoulddotogetmyattention.

WhenIwasmarriedherbackthan.

Zenze:ClintonandIaregettingadivorce

Me:Shame

Zenze:Wetwodifferentpeoplefromtwodifferent



worlds.Iwanttogetoutandstartafresh

Me:Ze

Zenze:IpromiseIwon'tdoanythingtocomein

betweenyoutwolovebirds.Iwillstayintheguest

house

Me:Youknowpeopleoccupythere

Zenze:SfisopleaseIonlyhaveenoughtolookfora

house,hotelsareexpensiveandIneedtosave

everypennyIhave

Isigh.

Zenze:ThankyouIpromiseIwon'tmisbehave,you

cancountonthat.Here'slunchenjoyyourday



thankyou

Zithulele

Swazigone,Iamhappy.

Theliftopensandmomwalksinlookinggorgeous

asever.Dadwasalsoaroundvisitingus.Igottired

livingatthemansionitscrowdedandIlovemyown

space.

Me:Mommy

Everyonecomesdown.

Mom:HaiboMandlenkosi

Hetriestoclimbonherback.



Mandlenkosi:Ma

Mom:Boygetoffmeyourold

Dad:Youstalkingmenow

Mom:Asif

Dad:Fightingwithboyfriend

Mom:Yousofullofyourself

Dad:ObviouslyIamMzwakheBhengu

Sheraisesherhand.

Dad:Okayokayiamplaying



Thesetwostillloveeachotherbutwewillkeep

quietfornow.

Dad:Whywereyoucrying

Mom:ItssomethingIhavetotalktoThobaniand

Zethuabout

Myphonerings.

Me:Eyo

Stha:IsmomtherecanItalktoher

Iputitonspeaker.



Me:Yeah

Sthabiso:Ma

Shelooksdown.

Sthabiso:Mapleasetherehastobeanotherway

Mom:BabyIwishtherewas,Ihavenocontrolover

thesituation.Eminathihastootellherdadwhat

happenedtoher,mekeepingquietisonlygoingto

killme.Whyhaven'tyoutoldusthis

Sthabiso:Momshe'scryingandIdon'tknowwhat

todo,Iamnotokay

Mom:Tohelpme,Icaneitherstayawayfromthis

familyorEminathigoestotheriverandstaythere.



Shewillgointoadeepsleepandwakeuponlyonce

shehasdecidedtospeakout

Sthabiso:Eminathi

Whatisgoingon.

Wehearhercrying.

"Howwillthathappen"

Mom:Yourspiritisgoingtogototheriverfora

week.Ifyoustillfeelingthesameway,youwillstay

thereforrestofyourlifeuntileventuallyyourbody

disappears.

Dad:Phindilewhatisgoingon



Sthabiso:Eminathiyouokaywiththat,okay

Mom:Okaymommyisontheway

Shegetsup.

SthabisoDladla(Thobani'sson)

Ithoughtthingswouldn'tgetherebuttheydid.

Whenmysistergotrapedmywholeworldcame

crashingdownonme,Ididalotofshittostop

myselffromtellingthetruthnowithascaughtup

withus.

Ma:Shewillrestnothingisgoingtohappentoher

Shewascryinghereyeballsout,yesdadwillbe

disappointedwedidn'tsayanything.Buthewillbe

leftbrokenthiswillkillhim.



Me:WhatdoIdonow

Ma:Youtellthetruthfromnow,Idon'tknowhow

longIcankeepquiet

Me:Ihadtoprotecther,shebeggedmetoprotect

her.AsherbigbrotherIhadnochoicebuttosay

yes

Ma:Itsokaywewillgetthroughit,Ipromiseyou

Shehugsme,damnthisisgoingtobehard.

Sfiso

Icomebackhome,thatwasanightmare.Every

timeItakeabreaktheygivemeextraamountsof

work,whichisnotfairbutIdon'tmindthepay.



Mdu:Sfiso

Me:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat,ohthatdon't

mind

Mdu:Youhaveafiancewhatthehellisthisdemon

backhere

Zenze:DemonhaiboMdu

Me:PhindileandIaregoodokayitsbetterifwesee

herthandon't,whereisshehas

Mdu:Shehasn'tcomeback

Me:Iamgoingtogoshowerignoreherandactlike

sheisnothereokayyeah



Phindile

Thiskidswillbethedeathofme.Iarrivebackhome

andeveryoneisinagood,whenIenterthekitchen

mywholeworldstops.

Lwa:Mamzo

Me:Whatareyoudoinginmyhouse

Zenze:Sfiso'shouse

Me:Sfiso..Sfiso

Hedoesn'tshowup.Theb*tchsmirks.

Iheadupstairs.



Me:Don'tyouhearmecallingyou

Sfiso:IdidbutIamtootiredtobeheading

downstairs

Me:WhatisZenzedoinginmyhouse

Sfiso:Shejustwantedaroofoverherhead,until

shefindsanewhouse.Herandherhusbandare

divorcing

Me:Andyoubelievethat

Sfiso:PhindileIamtiredpleasecanwenotdothis

Me:Sfiso



Hecovershishead.

Me:Wow
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Sthabiso

Momsvoiceisloudenoughtowakeallofusup,

whatisshebeingdramaticabout.Shebargesinmy

roomandshout.

Mom:VukaSthabisouEminathiushonile(Wakeup

Eminathiisdead)

Iabruptlygetupfromthebedandfollowherout

running.

Istophalfwaythanremember,she'snotdeadoh

man.



Dad:Yourmotherisbeingdramaticagain

Mom:Whyyallstandingtheremybabygirlisdead

Me:Ma..Mastopit.Mom

Ishout.

Me:She'snotdead

Mom:What?

Me:Sheisattheriver

Mom:Whatriver



Me:Mambariver

Mom:Whatismybabydoingwithsnakes

Me:Somethinghappenedtoherandshe'safraidof

sayingit.Pmomsaidshecanrestforacoupleof

dayswhenshe'sreadytotellthetruth,shewill

wakeup

Dad:Whatisthat

Me:Ican'ttellyou,dadIknowbutpleaseitsoutof

mycontrol.Letemibetheonetotellyou,please

Mom:Sthabisoifsomethingiswrongwithmybaby

tellussothatwecanfixit.Thobanitalktohim

Iwalkawayfromthem.



Mom:Thobani

Dad:ZethuokaycalmdownIwilltalktohim

Ientermyroomandlockthedoor,thancry.

Phindile

Ican'tbelieveSfisorightnow,Isleptonthecouch.

Itwasveryuncomfortablemybodyhurts,butthere

isnowayIamgoingtoallowamandisrespectme

likethat.Werathernotbetogetherthanforhimto

dothis.

Mdu:Makoti

Me:Hey



Mdu:Wahleziuvukaearlynjeawusaphumuli

nakancanenje(Youalwayswakingupearly,you

don'tevenwanttorestalittlebit)

Me:Iwasrushingtowatchmyfavoritecartoon

beforeIstartwiththehustleandbustle

Mdu:IcimilenjeiTv(Thetvisof)

Me:Sfisoforgottopaythemonthlysubscription

Mdu:Wowyoh,youwenaumgambulalaumuntu

(Youcankillapersonanddon'tsayanything)

Musa:DammitIthoughtIwouldbeuphereearly

Me:Excuseme



Iheadupstairs.

Iwalkinandheisawake,Iignorehimandenterthe

bathroom.Heentersandtakesapee,Iwalkout.

Mzwakhe

Sbahle:Mzwakhe

Me:Mmmm

Sbahle:Mzwakhe

Can'tsheseeIamignoringthephoneonpurpose.

Sbahle:Hello..Heisignoringyou,Mzwakhe

Thobaniiscallingyou.Soundfamiliarwhat



Iextendmyhandout,shegivesmethephone.

Me:What

Thobani:DoyouknowwhatitisPhindileknows

aboutmydaughter,becauseshesenthertothe

riverandIamtryingsohardnottoblowuporjump

toanyconclusion

Me:NoIdon'tknowcallher

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Me:Shedoesn'tfuckingspeaktomehowthefuck

amIgoingtoknowayThobaniyourelaxanddon't

doanythingtopissanybodyoff

Hehungsup.



Me:Ahhehunguponme

Sbahle:Okaycalmdown

Me:HowamIsupposedtoknowthisgiftonly

workswhenPhindileisaround

Sbahle:Whyyoulying

Ichuckle.

Me:Doyouknowwhatisgoingon

Sbahle:Itsdeep,Isuggestyoucommunicatewith

theleoparditwillshowyouwhathappened



Phindile

Ijustdon'thavetheenergytobedealingwiththis.

Whenheenterstheroom,Iexittheotherway.

Ntsika:Madon't..talktohim

Hestopsmeandpushesmebacktothekitchen.

Me:Idon'twanttotalktohim,itshishousehecan

dowhateverhewants.Hecanbringwhoeverhe

wantsto

Sfiso:Iwasgoingtotellyou

Me:WhenSfisowhen

Sfiso:Youlettingeveryoneseewefighting



Me:YesIwanteveryonetoseewenotokayyesyou

damnright

Sfiso:Okayyoumakingabigdealoutofnothing,

sheismuchmoredangerousouttherethaninhere.

Phindilesheisjustlookingforahousepleasecan

wenotfightaboutthis

Istepclosertohimandstareathimintheface.

Me:Fuckyouandyourstupidwife

Iwalkaway.

Sfiso:Phindileyouleave,youandIaredone

Mdu:Sfiso



Itakeoffhisringandthrowitathimthanwalkout.

Sfiso

Ipickuptheringandlookatit,shesworeatmeand

thanleft.Ileavewithmyheartfeelinglikeitsgoing

toexplode.

Igetinmycar.

Zenze:WaitIamcomingwithyou

Me:Getoutofmycar

Zenze:Sfiso

Me:Zenzegetoutofmycarrightnow.Now



Shegetsoff,Istartthecaranddriveout.Ifeela

sharppinchingpaininmychestandthanmyeyes

justwater.
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Sfiso

IentermyhousedamnIdon'twanttobefeelinglike

thiseveragain.Igrababottleofwater,myfamilyis

here.

Zenze:Don'tfeelbadthatmeanssheneverreally

lovedyou,ifameremegetsinthewayofthelove

youshare

Shewalkspassthekitchenandheadsupstairs,the

kidsgetupandchaseafterher.

Nonhle:NeverthreatenPhindile,Nevertrytoscare

her



NeveragainamIgoingtodothat.

Tsepiso:Yabonakemanjeuyindoda,hlalawenze

kanje(Youramannow,stayandcontinuedoinglike

this)

Nonhle:Relaxyougotittalktoeachothernotat

eachother,letherscreambecauseifshedoesn't

Me:Thankyou

Iexcusemyself.

Mzwakhe

Thobanioncehesetshismindonsomethinghe

doesn'tletgo.Nobodywantstoseetheirchildrenin

pain,itbreaksourhearts.Hegrabbedtheboysand



cametoSbahle'shouse,howamIgoingtohandle

thesepeople.

Me:Thobanikodwayouneedtocalmdown

Thobani:Zethuisonmycasemancan'tyoutellme

whatitis...Wow

Me:Brolike

HowdoItellhimourbabygirlwasraped.

Me:Idon'tknow,thisthingworkswhenpandIare

together.That'swhenIamalsoabletosee

Thobani:MzwakheyouhaveneverliedsoItakeit,it

mustbereallybad



Igrabmybeeranddownit.

Phindile

Idon'tknowhowhefoundmeorwhybutIamglad

hebroughtmeback.Idon'twanttospeaktohim,

maybeIwasbeingselfabsorbed.Butthatdoesn't

givehimtherighttonotletmeknow,whatis

happeninginthespacethatweshare.

Sfiso:Canwetalk

Isitdownandlookathim.

Sfiso:Don'tevertalktomelikethat.Ishouldhave

toldyouandaskedifitwasokaywithyou

Me:Whymustitbeokayisn'tsheyourexwife



Sfiso:Okaythanyoushouldhaveexpressedtome

SfisoIdonotwantthiswomanaround,andIwould

havefixedthatinsteadyoutellmetofuckof.You

takeoutmyringandthrowitinmyface,isthathow

wesupposedtofixthingsgoingforward

Me:Itoldyouandyousaidyoutiredanditsnota

bigdealshe'shere

Sfiso:YouwerescreamingatmeandIjustgotback

fromthehospitaltired.

Me:Youlikeitwhenshe'sheredon'tyou

Sfiso:Nowyoubeingridiculous,Idon'twanther

hereifitsgoingtomakeyoufeeluncomfortable

Me:IapologizeforthewayIactedandnotshowing

youanyrespect



Sfiso:PhindileIdon'twantherhere

Me:Youwouldn'thaveagreedinthefirstplaceand

justifiedwhyshe'shere.Ifyouwereangryaboutthe

picturesthatwereposted,youshouldhavesaidso,

youtheonewhoalwaysspeakaboutbeingopen

andhonest.Ialsoshouldhavetakeninto

considerationyouweretired

Sfiso:OhmyGod!

Hesighs.

Sfiso:Phindilengiyaxolisabengamelengimvumele

abuyeleemziniwamifuth,ngaphandlekwemvume

yakhonanokuthangikhulumanganawengizweyini

ukuthuyavumanomaowuvumi.Yeboisthombe

singicasulilengobaangaziuthintathintani

naloyamlisaubeunami(I'msorryIshouldn'thave



allowedhertocomeback,withoutyourpermission

ortalkingtoyouaboutit.Yesthepicturesmademe

mad,Idon'tunderstandwhyyoutouchyfeelywith

anotherman)

Me:Ngiyaxolisangendlelaengiziphathengayo

bengafanele.Angekengivumeleomunyeumfazi

angiphilisekabuhlungu,ngishonomakuthiwainto

yethuiqinekangakanan.(IamsorryforthewayI

acted,IwaswrongandIshouldn'thavedonethat.I

won'tallowanotherwomanmakemelive

uncomfortable,nomatterhowtightourrelationship

is)

Hegetsupandtakesmyhand.

Me:Igotthingstodoexcuseme

Mzwakhe

Igetaninterestingcallfromwifey,shedoesn'tlook



okay.

Thobani:MakaZakhele

Me:Yinikodwaukwenzaniloyomasaka(Whatis

thatidiotdoingtoyou)

Linda:Somdubula(Wewillkillhim)

Phindile:Ineedyoutokeepaneyeonthings.Iam

notstrongenoughyettoprotectmyself

Me:Yinikwenzenjan(Whatisgoingon)

Phindile:Doyouknowthisman..Mzwakhefocus

Me:Idon'tknowhim



Phindile:Thisone

Me:ThatsEvan

Phindile:Thosetwobulletsareformeand

Luyandiswa

Shehungsup.

Welookateachother.

Me:Okayonthebrightsideheisjustdealingwith

me,nobodyelseisinvolved.Beefupsecurityon

Phindile,Luyandiswaandthebabymamas.Ihave

togoseesomebody

AsIgetoutOnikaisstandingoutside,Ichuckle.



Me:Comein

Onika:Thekidsarefinebuttheyalmostgotme

Me:IwillaskSbahletopreparearoomforyou

Onika:Thankyou

Sfiso

Phindile:Doyouknowthesetwogentlemen

Ilookatthepictures.

Me:UhmthisisZenze'shusbandIdon'tknowwho

isthis



Phindile:Welloneofthemwantsmedead

Me:What?

Phindile:YeahabillionyearsagoMzwakheand

somebodywasinvolvedinadiamondheist.Oneof

themisouttogetme.Ifthisisherhusbandand

theyknoweachother,andshedoesn'tlikemethat

meansmylifeisindanger

Ipullherinforahug.

Me:Idon'tlikeitwhenwefightorwhateverthisis.

Itsmakingmesad

Voice:Sfiso

Itightenmygriparoundher.



Voice:Youcannotaffordtohurtthisgirltheytrust

youwithher,donotgivethemareasontotakeher

awayfromyou

Ipickherupandgentlylayherdown.

Voice:Ungakhohlwaukuthandaza(Don'tforgetto

pray)
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Mzwakhe

Thesepeopleareboredshame,theycan'tbe

avengingsomethingthathappenedthousandyears

ago.ButthisSwazipersonisdangerous,Idon't

knowhowtheyexpectmetositbackanddo

nothing.

Me:Whydidyouhavetocomehere



Andile:YouhaveafortressandInolongerhavemy

protection

Me:Youmissseeingmyface

Andile:Shutup..Explainthiswhoisheandwhyhe

lookslikeyou

Me:Thisistheprickthatisafterme

Andile:Unevezandlebe(bastardchild)

Me:Anartificialinsemination

Andile:Awhatnow



Me:Whereyourspermisinjectedintothevagina

Helaughs.

Me:Someonestolemyspermandputitintheir

vagina.Idon'tevenknowthisperson

Andile:Helookslikeyoueverythingisyou

Me:Idon'tknowhim

Helaughs.

Sfiso

IheaddownstairsPhindileisstillresting.Wellnot

becausewetiredeachother,butIthinkour

argumentexhaustedher.Bythistimeshe'salready

upanddownthehouse.Ireallyhurther.



AsIamwalkingoutIhearsomeonetalking

whisperingactually.

"Ithoughtsotoo"

Whyisshewhispering.

Zenze:ListenSfisohasasoftspotforme.Heisnot

goingtothrowmeout,ifhedoesIwillfindaway

backin.Clintondon'tworry,Iwillhaveherthrown

out

Didn'tshesayshewasgettingdivorced.

Myphonerings.

Me:HeynoIamalreadyonmyway,Zaneleyou



alwaysaskmetocoveryourshiftaymanokaybye

Zenze:Sfiso,Ididn'tseeyouthere

IgetacallorcomplaintthatshetroubledPhindilein

anywayshapeorform.IwillkickherassoutandI

willmakeherlifealivinghell.

Me:Hmm

Zenze:YouokayneedanythingamIbeingthrown

out

Me:Don'tsweatiteverythingissorted

Zenze:Iwillgomakebreakfast

Ismile.



Zithulele

Mphocalledmeandsaidshewasn'tfeelingwell,so

wecametothedoctorandindeedshewasn't

feelinggood.Shewasbusyinconsultationroom,I

waswaitingforheroutside.

Myphonerings.

Me:Heydad

Dad:Whatisgoingon

Me:Theysaidsomethingiswrongwiththeoneof

them,shehashighbloodpressure

Dad:Yousureshe'snotmakingitupjusttoget

closetoher



Me:Iamfollowingmom'sordersifshefeelslike,

sheisplayingmemomwillknow

Dad:Okaycallmeifyouneedanything

Me:Thanksdad

Shestepsoutoftheroom.

Me:Hey

Shesitsnexttomeandcries.

Mpho:Idon'tknowjustlastweekwithyourmother

everythingwasokay,Idon'tunderstand



Me:Itsokayandthelittleonesaregood,right

babies

Mpho:Ouch

Me:What

Mpho:Maybeyoushouldsendyourmother,

whateveryoujustdidsentanexcruciatingpain

Itouchheragain.

Mpho:Ouch!Zithulelestopit

Shepunchesme,welaugh.

Me:Comeletsgomakeyoufeelbetter



Sfiso

ThegreatthingaboutfillinginforZanele,Igetto

leaveearlyonmywaybackhome.Istoppedbythe

malltogetsomechocolateandjunkfoodformy

queen.

Zenze:WowIrememberwhenyouboughtmegifts

tocheermeup.Thesearenotmyfavoritebut,Iam

opentonewthings

Ismackherhand.

Zenze:HaiboSfisowhyyoubeingthishostile

towardsme

Me:Thesearenotforyouorthehousetheyfor

Phindile



Sherollshereyes.

Igrabanotepadfromthecabinetandwriteanote.I

amsorryformyactions,Idonotwanttolosea

womanlikeher.

Igrabthebasketandtakeitupstairs,shewillbe

veryhappy.

Mzwakhe

Andile:Yourmail

Me:Thanksoochocolatecandy

Andile:Mzwakhethat'smine,Mzwakhe

Wefightforthechocolatecandyuntilitbreaksand

scatteralloverthefloor.Hethrowshimselfonthe



couchandfoldshisarms.

Igetupandrun.

Andile:Youdeadyouhearmedead

Ilaugh.

Whostillsendspapermailwow.

Phindile

Whatabeautifulgesturehedidallisforgiven,Iam

achocolate.Hedoesn'tallowmetodrinkoreatany

junkbecauseofmyhealth,butthisIamgoingto

enjoyfordays.

Me:Don'tyoueverdothatagain,Iamgoingtokill

you



Sfiso:IknowbabyIamsorry

Me:ThankyouformygiftIreallyloveit

Ismile.

"Baba"

Sfiso:Inhere

Zinhle:Perfectbothofyouarehereforyou

Sfiso:Whatisthis

Zinhle:ThatMrNkosiismybusinessproposal.Iam

inthemakingofcreatingmyfashionline,andI



wouldlikeformamPtobethefaceofmynewline.

Withyourpermissionofpermission,Iwould

appreciateyourcarefulconsiderationofmy

proposal.Thankyoubye

Theybothrunoutoftheroom.

Sfiso:Haibo

Me:JustlookatitandseeifIcandoit

Ikisshimandleavehim.

Myphonerings.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Yourdivorcingme?
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Aweekslater

Sfiso

Phindileisatthehospitalagain,thistimeinavery

criticalcondition.Lifehasleftme,Ifeelpain.Ifeel

lost,Idon'tknowwhetherIamcomingorgoing.My

heartisheavy,Ican'tleavelikethis.Thefear,being

indenialwhenisthisallgoingtoend.

Penelope:Havesomefood

Ishakemyhead.

Penelope:Baba

Me:Penelopeyekaukungicefezelangokudla,ngithe



ngifunaukudlakwakhoayongiyeke.(Stopannoying

mewithyourstupidfood,didIsayIwantyourfood)

Thandazo:AwSfisoinganeikhathazekilengobaba

wayo.(Sheisworriedaboutherfather)

Icovermyface.

Herfamilycomesandtheroomsuddenly,becomes

toosmallforme.

Me:Iwillbeback

IdecidetoleavebecauseIwillpunchoneofthem,if

itwasn'tforthehospital.Iwouldhavelonged

causedascene.

Mzwakhe



Wegethereandhecouldn'twaittoleave.Hecango

fallofabridgeforallIcare.

Linda:Wellthanwasasmoothexit

Thabiso:Lindaninotrightnow..Sanibonani

Them:Yebo

Thabiso:Ingabekhonaesenikuzwile(Haveyall

heardanythingyet)

ThismustbeSfiso'sfamily.

MrNkosi:Luthondodanasisandakungena(Nowe

justcame)

Thabiso:Okay



Penelope:Ma,MkhuluabakwaBhengulaba

Ma:Kwakuhlelokhu

Ma:AyNomthandazousuqalile(Youstartingagain)

Nomthandazo:Hawuyinmanjeawukahletsepiso

abasebahle(Stopit,theysohandsome)

Shestartsfixingherselfwtf.

Tsepiso:Awusagugilelaphoisalukwazilesi(You

old)

MrNkosi:YaziuzonishayauSfiso(Hewillwillhit

yall)



Nomthandazo:ImakePenelopewasefanenendoda

yakho(Helookslikeyourboyfriend)

Penelope:Ubabawakhe(Itshisfather)

Nomthandazo:Hmmumawabo(Theirmother)

MrNkosi:Uyenaloolelelaesbhedlelaawuthule

nomthandazo(ItsPhindile,bequietplease)

Thisisactuallyafundistraction.

Tsepiso:Nimphendulelani(whyyallansweringher)

Nomthandazo:(Singing)wahleziubaserious(You

alwaysserious)ingakhoungenandoda(Thatswhy

youdon'thaveaman)



Welaugh.

Thatostepsout,westandup.Sfisocomesback.

Thato:Sheisawakeandaskingtoseeyou

Zithulele

Ican'tbelievemomisatthehospitalagain.Ihave

switchedtoprayingsomething,Ibarelydo.Asking

Godtospareourmotherwestillneedher,IknowI

do.

Langa:Dad'scalling..Baba

Dad:Yeahcometothehospitalshewokeup.

Langa:Okaywecomingthankyou,Zithulele



Me:What

Langa:Havesomefood

Me:Idon'twantyourfood

Igrabmyphoneandcarkeysthanleave....

Iarrivetothehospitalandtheytellmesheismoved

toaprivateward,reallyisn'teverythingprivate

here...

Mom:Youcomingorgoing

Ienterherwardandsqueezemyselfinthatbedand

justlaythere.

Mom:Iamnotdyingsomepeoplejustdon't



understandthesituation.Yourdadpulledsomeshit,

Eminathinotwantingtospeak

Me:Dad

Mom:Willalwaysbedadandwewillalwayslove

him

Sfiso:OhsorryIdidn'tmeantodisturb

Heentersandkissesmom,Ipushhim.Hedoes

again,Ipushhim.

Me:Don'tbekissingmymomlikethat

Sfiso:Why

Me:Becausesheismymom



Sfiso:Iamnotsupposedtokissherbecausesheis

yourmom

Me:Yesdon'tbekissingmymom

Welaugh.

Sfiso

Sheactuallyhasnicechildrenonceyougettoknow

them,justthattheyfilledwithangerandwhatnot.

WewerewaitingforPhindiletogetdischarged

beforeshethrowsafit.

Me:Sohowisthebusinessgoing

Zithulele:Itsgood



Me:Anyproblems

Zithulele:Whenclientsrefusetopay,whentheyare

theoneswhowantexpensiveandtheycry

Me:There'svacantlandsomewherearoundwhereI

grewup,ifyoudowhatyoucallitCSIprojects

Zithulele:Iknowexactlywhatyoumean

Me:SonIreallyloveyourmotherandIwouldnever

doanythingtohurther

Zithulele:FornowyousomeoneIdon'tknow,mom

hasn'tsaidanythingaboutyou

Me:OkayIcantakethat



Zithulele:Letsjustpleaserespectthatintermsof

goingforward.Iain'tdisrespectfulanymore

Me:Thatsgood

Wecontinuehavingagreatconversation.

Mandlenkosi

OkaytherewassomethingthatImissedinmom

takingbackthesnake.Bothfamilieshavetodoa

ritual,hownowmomserveddadwithdivorce

papersandhewentallgugu-gagaoneveryone.

Iamhereattherivertofindawayhowallofthis

canhappen,withoutmomhavingtodisappear.

Abeepingsoundinterruptsme.



Iwakeupandrubmyeyes.Itsanalarmnotifying

meaboutNingi'sdoctorsappointment.Ican't

cancelotherwiseIwillneverheartheendofit.

Me:Lordhavemercy

Thesnakecrawlsuptomyface.

Me:Heytherebigguy,youlookbeautifulyesyou

areyesare

Itslithersitstongue.

Me:Goonnow,gobacktoyourhomenothingfor

youhere

Iheadtothebathroom,wedidn'tthinkmomwas

goingtoleavedad.
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Mandlenkosi

IcalledboththeNkosi'sandBhengu's,iflooks

couldkilleveryonewouldbedead.Theygrown

adults,allthenonsenseandplayinggamesisover.

Me:"Yazimaniqhubekakanjengizoyithathamina

inkosazaneyamianginankinga,ayinankinganayo.

Singahlalakamnandiemfuleni."(Ifyoucontinuelike

thisIwilltakemyqueen.Idon'thaveaproblemwith

that,shedoesn'thaveaproblemwiththat.Wecan

comfortablyliveintheriver)"Hawuwenasakunika

inkosazanewenzenjan."(Wegaveyouourqueen,

whatdidyoudo)

Voice:Mandlenkositellthemwhattheymustdo

andstopallowinghimtospeakthroughyou

Me:Thankyouforcomingasyouknowmomhas



disappeared,andyouneedtobringherback.Both

familieshavetoperformaritual,sheiswiththe

Nkosi's

Dad:WhyisshewiththeNkosi'sandnotthe

Bhengu's

Me:Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare."Ngizokutshelake

mina"

Voice:Hey

Ilaugh.

Me:PleasedotheritualokayIdon'twanttohurt

anyone'sfeelings,Please

Dad:Ifwedon'twantto



Me:That'syourproblem.Momwillnotreturnunless

bothfamiliesdotheritual,SfisoIcanhelpyouand

giveyouaclearpictureonwhattodo

Sfiso:Whencanwe

Me:Evennow

Sfiso:Okay

Zithulele:Mandlenkosi

Me:What?What?Whatdoyouwanthuh.WhatamI

supposedtodo,yallwillbeonescryingmom

choosesSfiso.Damnrightshedoes

Sfiso:Calmdown



Me:Ifyoudon'twanttodoitthat'sonyou,rightnow

Iamdoingwhat'sbestformom.Ayfuckindaba

yenunibuyenibenesicefe(Yallannoying

sometimes)

IneedtocalmdownIcan'tdoanythingwhileIam

angry.

Phindile

Iwassittingonthebanknearthisbeautiful

waterfull,atropicalparadiseonsteroidseating

fruits.Nowonderthisplaceisasecret,theysay

onlygiftedpeoplecanenter.Theycan'ttellothers,

whattheyseeherebecausethatwillleadtodeath.

AsIwasenjoyingmyfruitsthewaterstarts

bubblingandactingdramatic,somethinghas

enteredandtheydon'tlikeit.

Itakeofmyclothesanddiveinthewater...Itsends



meflyingoutbyahugeforce.Mybacklandshard

onsomething.

Me:Fuck

"Phindile"

OhmyGodIthink,Ihurtmyself.

Me:Don'tjuststandtherehelpme

Mzwakhe:Pleaseneverkilledanyone

Me:Itkilledourrelationship

Mzwakhe:Whyyoujumpingofbuildings



Me:Ouch!okayholdon

Mzwakhe:Youbleeding

Hecarriesmeinsideandlaysmeonmystomach.

Mzwakhe:Lwazi,Lwazi

Lwazi:Baba

Mzwakhe:Bringthefirstaidkit

Lwazi:What

Mzwakhe:Now

AtthattimeIamexperiencingalotofpain.



Mzwakhe:Okaydon'tcry

HenursesmywoundandIgriptightlyonhisleg,he

chuckles.

Me:Heyfocus

Mzwakhe:Howwhenyoucaressingmyleglikethat

"Thislookscozy"

Mzwakhe:Itdoesheysweetiepie

Sbahle:Stilljumpingoffbuildings

Me:Ouch!Mzwakhe



Mzwakhe:Sorryandwedone

Hehelpsmeup,westareateachother.

Sfiso

Shereallyhasgoodchildrensomethingwrongand

twistedintheirheads.EventhisboyMandlenkosi,

heisveryrespectfulbutmantheybecrazy.

Mandlenkosi:Iamgoingnoweverythingisokay,If

youwantmombackfakeasickness.Ishouldn'tbe

helpingyoubut

Me:Don'tworrysonshewillbeback

Mandlenkosi:Don'tforgettopraythatwomanisnot

goodnews



Me:Iamaware

Mandlenkosi:Whyyounotdoinganythingaboutit

Me:WhowillpleadmycasewhenIgotojail

Mandlenkosi:Ohwell,youmakesureshedoesn't

bothermom.Notonlywilltheancestorsdealwith

you.Ialsowonderwhowillpleadmycase,hmm

Heshrugs.

WhydidIbelievewhathejustsaid.

Me:Thankyou



Westepoutoftheprivateroom,hedisappears

beforemyeyes.

Me:Haibo

Zenze:Sfiso

Me:Ayayiscefehlukananamiwemfazindidihawu

(Leavemealonewoman)

Mdu:Calmdown

Me:AyhawuSfisoeyfuckyouwomanokayfuck

you.Phindileistheonlyoneallowedtocallme

Sfiso

Musa:Youbroughtherback



Me:Iwasmadokay

Musa:Noyouwantedtocheat

Me:Justalittlebit

Musa:Sfiso

Me:Iamgoodwegood,weloveeachotherdearly

andthereisnothingthatwillseparateus,exceptfor

peoplecomingtogetherplottingandplanningon

ourdemise

Mdu:Makubenjalo

Me:Ijustgotpaidasambesiyodlaimaliengaze

uPhindileangiphucheamakhadiami(Letsgospend

somemoneybefore,Phindilecomesbackandtakes



thecardsaway)

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Itwasjustsorefreshinghavingheraround.Seeing

ustogethercomfortabinsamespace.

Thobani:Syamthatha(Wetakingherback)

Me:AysyamthathaSkhulu(Wetakingherback)

Me:Youstilldon'twantustotalk

Phindile:Isitaboutthekids

Me:Phindile



Phindile:Mzwakhepleaseletsnotmakethisharder

thanitalreadyis

Me:Ourjourneyisnotoveryetcan'tyousee.You

belonghere

Phindile:Itdoesn'tmatterwhereIbelong

Okayletmenotpushitbutsheisnotgoing

anywhere.IfIcan'thavehernobodywillandIdon't

carewhatanybodysays.

Me:Whatdothedoctorssay

Phindile:Ihaven'tbeentothedoctorsthishasbeen

ascaryjourneyyouknow



Me:Iamsorryyouhadtogothroughthatalone.I

reallythoughtyouhaddonethosethings

Phindile:Idon'twanttobeseriouswithyouright

now

Me:Okay

Thobani:Mommy...OkayngiyezamanjeEminathi

haswokenup

Phindile:Letsgo

Iamtakingmywifeback.
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Phindile

FixingthisproblemthanIamgoingbackhome.I



wasonthecallwithSfiso,heisenjoyinghimself

andIammissingout.

Me:ItsoundslikeIdon'thavetocomeback

Sfiso:GirlIamhavingthetimeofmylifeuhm,dad

wantsustocomedownisthatokaywithyou

Me:Iwouldhaveyoupackmybagsbutyoucan't

evenpackyourownbag,askNonhletodoit

Helaughs.

Sfiso:OkayIgottogotowork,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungsup.



IsighandheaddownstairsyohmyThobani,this

familywillbethedeathofme.

Sthabiso

ThisisthehardestthingIeverhadtogothrough,

moresomysister.Pmomreallysufferedandwe

heretoday,shecomesdown.Themoodistense,

nobodyisjokingorlaughing.Iholdherhandreally

tightandshecries.

Me:Noitsokay,Iamhereforyou

Ican'tbreakdown,Ihavetobestrongforher.

Me:Itsokay

Phindile:HlalaphansiThobani..Thobani



Me:Iamrighthere

Shewipesherface.

Emi:Uhmtwoyearsagouhm,Iwaswaitingfordad

tocomeandpickmeup.HewasrunninglateandI

waitedforhim,tillsomeladywalkeduptomeand

saidthisisnotasafeplaceforagirllikeme.She

tookmetoherhouseandwechilledthere,itwas

gettingreallylateandjustsentmeatextyoucan't

makeit.

Ilookdown.

Emi:Sotheladyhadtogotowork,shewasafraid

ofleavingmealone.Shecalledoneofher

neighbors,littledidsheknowshewasputtingmein

alion'sden.AftersheleftItextedSthabisohesaid

heisonhisway,alittletoolate.Thegirlcameby



withherboyfriend,theyweredrunk.Fewminutes

laterheinvitedsomeguysover

Shetakesadeepbreath.

Emi:SomethinginmetoldmetogetoutbutIwas

likedon'tworrymybrotherisontheway,nothingis

goingtohappen.Butthat'swhenlifecamecrashing

downonme,hegotupandlockedthedoor.The

ladyaskedhimwhatareyoudoingandallofa

suddenoneofthemsmacksher

Iseedad'sheadgoingdown.

Emi:Iwasinshock,hesmirkedandsaidtonightwe

abouttohaveanicetime.Myfirstinstinctwasto

runtothedoor,buthewasquickonhisfeet.He

grabbedmeandsmackedme,theladycontinue

askingwhatareyoudoing.Nextthingwefighting,

kickingandscreaming.Theothertwopineddown



ourshoulders,whiletheotherswerepreparingfora

feast.Theyweresostrongourscreamsandcries

fellintodeafears,wewerehelpless.Theyripped

ourclothesoff.Webeggedandbeggedandthey

forcedthemselvesonus,welookedateachother

asthetearsstreameddownourfaces.Thelast

thingshesaidwasIamsorry,whileallofthemtook

turnswiththebothofus.Theyrapedus,theyraped

medaddy

Shecries,Iholdontoher.Everyoneisspeechless

andcrying.TheconditionIfoundtheminwasso

gruesome.Ifailedher,Ifailedtoprotectmylittle

sister.

Zamo:Eminathi,Sthabisowhydidn'tyousay

anything

Dadgetsupandjustdestroyeverything.



Mzwakhe:Thobani,Thobani

Sakhile:Skhulu

Heisjustsmashingthingsandtheytryingtohold

him,IgrabherandItakeherupstairs.

Phindile

Youneverthinksomethinglikethiscanhappen

untilitdoes.Ican'timaginewhatshemusthave

wentthrough,everyoneisjusttryingtodigestthis

wholething.Zethuiscrushedtothecoreandnumb.

Shewasstarringstraightahead,blamingherself.

MzwakheandSakhilearetryingtocomfortThobani,

heissoftlysobbing.

Thisisnotanykindofpunishment,shewasatthe

wrongplaceatthewrongtime.Buttheywillstill

findawaytoblameme.



Thabiso:Whydidn'tthesekidssayanything

Olwethu:Itwasprobablyhardforher,shecouldn't

bringherselftodisappointanyofus.Ohsweetbaby

lordhavemercyuponus

Ineedtogototheriverafterthis,Iamfeelingwell.

Mzwakhe

SeeingThobanilikethat,Icouldn'tevenfindmy

emotions.Iammadandhurt,Zethuitlookslikeshe

wentintocompleteshock.Theyjustrushedherto

thehospital,Thobanihadtobeinjectedandwetook

himtohisroom.

Ohman.



Zithulele:Mayouokay

Shewasholdingherheadboweddown.

Zithulele:Phindile

Phindile:I'mfinemybaby,Iamalright

Sthabisocomesdowncarryingababygirl.

Me:Bringherhere

Hedoesandheclingsontohim.

Me:Itsokaybabywozakumkhuluwoza(Cometo

grandpa)



Sthabiso:Iamnotgoinganywhere

Me:She'ssocuteandadorablesawubonawena

nkosazanesawubona(helloprincess)

Shesmiles.

Me:Whatisyourname

Sthabiso:TellhimmynameisOwethuMacKenzie

Dladla

Phindile:Wehavetotakehertotheriverand

cleanseher

Me:Doyouknowwhatthisdoes

Sheignoresmethanopenappstoreandscrollsfor



games.Shegivessthabisothephone.

Sthabiso:Okaymommyhereyougo

Icommendhimandsoproudofhim,fortaking

suchahugeresponsibility.

Me:Iamproudofyoubutyallshouldhavetoldus

Helooksdown.

Me:kenzie

Sheisgluedtothescreen.

Me:Owethu



Shelooksupandgoesbacktothegame.
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Zithulele

Myheartisshatteredhowcantheyhidesucha

thingfromus.Eminathiisalwayshappyandfullof

life,allalongshehasbeenhidingsuchabigsecret.

WecamebacklatelastnightandIsortoftookupon

myselftobabysit,babyKenzie.

Bigmistakewhatdotwoyearoldseat.

Me:Kenzieyoumakingamess

Shetiltsherheadandsmiles.

Langa:Whatdidthekitcheneverdotoyou,hello

mommy



Me:KenzieandIaremakingbreakfast

Langa:Morelikedestroyingthekitchenandwhyis

everyonecallingherKenzie

Me:Ngobaungaboniwenaukuthlenganeizalwe

phesheya.(Can'tyouseethisbabylookslikesheis

fromoverseas)shelooksmorelikeaKenziethan

anOwethu.Yourmotherisgoingtokillus,nomore

chocolateforyounow.Wewilleatitlaterokay

HerlipsstarttoquiverandshecrieslordJesusno.

Me:Okayokayyoucanhavejustonemore,onmore

Mzwakhe

Wearriveheratthehospital.Iamheretodropof



PhindileandcheckonZethu,thanquicklyrushback

toThobani.

Phindile:Excuseme

Me:Whereyougoing

Phindile:Mzwakhepleasenotrightnow

Myphoneringsshewalksaway.

Me:Hello

Zithulele:Okaywemad

Me:Whatdoyouwant



Zithulele:Alifttothehospitalplease

Me:Okay

Ihungup.

Voice:Letherbeifyouguysaremeanttobe

togetherthanyoushall,butpleasegiveherabreak

shedeservesthatmuch

Isigh.

Phindile

Ibreatheinandoutbeforeknockingonthedoor,he

responds.

Sfiso:AndhowmayIbeofservice



Heturnsaroundholdingafile,westareateach

otherforawhile...

Sfiso:AhMrsBhengusitdown

Me:Someone'sinagoodmood

Sfiso:Didyoureallydisappearoryouranofto

someislandwithyourhusband

Me:AtleastheismyhusbandIhavetherightto

callhimthat,butyousleepingwithyourextheone

youhateapparently

Sfiso:Ididn'tsleepwithZenze

Me:Whatisshestilldoinginyourhouseseeingas

youknowthetruthabouther



Sfiso:WeePhindileIamtoooldforthis

Welaugh.

Me:Imissedyou

Sfiso:Really

Hegetsupandgolockthedoor,heturnsthechair

aroundandcupmycheeks.

Wekiss.

Hisfreehandgoesundermytopandgrabsmy

boob.Heliftsmytopofandsuckonthem,

immediatelyIfeelatingledownthere.Heswitches

fromsuckingtokissingmylips.



Iholdhisarms,hishandgoesdowntomyclit.

Me:Mmmm

Heincreasehispaceandrubsvigorously,Ibring

mykneestogether.Hestops,andgoesinwithhis

fingers.Iallowmyselftoenjoythemoment,Ilocate

hisflythanpullouthismachinestrokingit.

ThisiswhatIlookforwardtothemost,lovingeach

otherhard.Takingcareofeachotherandenjoying

life.

Me:Sfiso

Heremovesmyhandfromd*ckandundressme.



Sfiso:Iwonderhowyougoingtoexplaintoyour

husbandthatyouwet

BeforeIcanrespondheisalreadyin.

Hegroans.

Sfiso:Youdidn'tgiveittohim

Me:No...Ahhitsallyours

Sfiso:Saythatagain

Me:Its....Mmmm....Itsallyours

Sfiso:GoodbecauseIwon'thesitatetotakeyouout,

whathappenedtoyourleg



Me:MmmIwilltellyoulater

Hegrabsmywaistandstartmoving.

EminathiDladla(Thobani'sDaughter)

Ireallydidn'twantanyonetoknowbecausethisis

howtheyweregoingtoact.Ihadforgottenabout

thisandstartedmovingon,butmampbroughtitall

back.

Sthabiso:Youokay

Ismile.

Icouldn'thavegottenthroughthiswithouthim.He

hasbeenmysaviorandrealgem,ofcoursewe

couldn'ttellZamo.Icouldn'ttellanyoneinfact.



Me:Iamalright,Ididn'twantallofthistohappen

Hekissesmycheekandopensthefridge.

Me:Seeingdadlikethatmom,Idon'tknowshe

doesn'thaveanypsychologicalproblem?

Sthabiso:She'sjustinshock,sheiscomingback

though

Me:Ihopebothofthemareokay

Sthabiso:Heywegotthroughtheworstokay

Me:Imustapologizetothem



Sthabiso:Maybegivethemsometime,Idon'tthink

anyoneofwillstillbetalking

Me:Whereismybaby

Sthabiso:Zithuleletookher

Me:Practicingbeingafatheralready

Sthabiso:Heneedsanewbornbabythatone

beforeanythingelse

Welaugh.

Sfiso

Imissedhersomuch,Iamsufferingwithout.Iam

notdonewiththeritual,Ifoundout.Ineedtodo

anotheronebecausesheiswithmenow.



Igrabherbuttandkissher.

Me:Iloveyou

Phindile:Really

Me:NoIloveyou

Phindile:Iloveyoutoo

Me:Whatishappeningnow

Phindile:Wecandoitoncewearriveatthe

homesteadandIwillofficiallycomebacktothe

house



Ikisshercheekandgetup,shespanksmyass.

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Itlookssosexyandyummy

Welaugh.

Iheadtomyofficebathroom,theoneIpaidforto

beinstalled.Icleanmyselfupthangrabherclothes.

Phindile:Ncooohyoureallyloveme

Me:Iknewsomedaywewillhavesexhereandyou

willneedfreshclothestochangesohewa

Shehugsme.



Me:Yourwelcome

ShegoestothebathroomwhileIgetdressed.

Phindile:HowdoIlook

Me:Gorgeouscomehere

Inoticesheisstillwearingherengagementring.

Me:Thankyou

Phindile:For

Me:This



Phindile:Itsnevercomingoff

Me:Letsgobeforeyourhusbandkillsme

Phindile:Sfiso

Wekiss.

Phindile

Iheadoutside,Mzwakheisstillhere.Heflickersthe

carlights.IwishIcanreturnbackhomewithSfiso,

butIcan'thestillneedstodoonemoreritual.

Igetinthecarandhesighs.

Me:What



Mzwakhe:Youcouldhavetoldmeleaveinsteadof

makingmewaitforanhourwhileyougofuck

anothernigger

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout

Mzwakhe:Youwasn'twearinglikethat

Me:Ididn'tknowyouwerewaitingforme

Helooksatme.

Me:Youstillwanttoarguewithme,Icanfindmy

waybackhome

Hisphonerings.

Mzwakhe:Yeah



Ilaugh.

Hewillbestrong,heisabigboy.
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Phindile

BothsidescompletedtheritualsandIambackin

Sfiso'shouse,weendedupnotgoinghisfather

cametovisitinstead.

Me:Iknowthat'snotteayoudrinking

Thandazo:SfisoandThaboaroundyoudrinkwith

caution

Me:Theydon'tlikealcohol



Thandazo:Hateit

Me:OnceIgetbetterhoney

Thandazo:Ithink,Iamgoingtoloveyou

Sfiso:Nidakiwenobabili(Yallcrazy)

Welaugh.

Sfiso:Iamsohappyyoubackhome,IthoughtIwas

goingtowaitforeverbutyouback.Ma

Thandazo:Mm

Sfiso:She'sback,she'sbackma



Zenze:Youback

Me:Yes,youcanstepbacknow.Yougoingtowork

today

Sfiso:NoIamgoingtobehomewithmylovelywife

andwearegoingtosmasheachother.Thatswhat

theseyoungonessay,wegoingtosmasheach

other

Me:GreatbecauseIalreadyhavesomething

plannedforus

Hespanksmyassandwalksaway.

Mzwakhe

IwasangryIamnotgoingtolieontopofthat

Nthatihadtopissmeoffevenmore,butIamtrying

todothingsdifferently.IwillshoweveryoneIama



changedperson.

Me:Haveyoubeencrying

Sbahle:NoIjustwokeup

Me:YouknowthebastardIamandnothings

changed

Shelooksatmeandgoestothekitchen.OkayI

headupstairsandstartlockingeverypossibleexit...

Me:Wenotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellmewhat

youcryingabout

Isaylockingthefrontdoor,thekitchen

automaticallylocksafterlockingthefrontdoor.



Me:Iwillbeoccupyingthediningroomifyouneed

me

Femalesthinktheysmart,theyarebutshenever

gotthechancetoknowtherealMzwakhe.

Myphonerings.

Me:Mama

Idon'twanttolaughbuthersilenceismakingme

laugh.

Me:Whatdoyouwantfrommehuhwhat

Phindile:Somebodygottowarnyou

Me:Icanhandleit



Phindile:Listenifyounotseriousletitgo

Me:Youcomingbacktome

Phindile:Definitelynot,goeasy.Don'tbefullon

Mzwakhenotmanycanhandleyou,andthosewho

canfindevilwaysto

Me:Thankyouforcaringbutifthesemother

fuckerscan'tunderstandyouandIaretiedsouls.

Thantheymightaswellbounce,wehaveeightkids

togetherplusartificialinsemination.Iftheycan'tget

withtheprogram,theycango

Phindile:OhMzwakhe

Me:Mommy



Phindile:Ihavetogodon'truinit

Me:Iloveyou

Phindile:Fuckyou

Me:Wouldn'tyoulikethat

Welaugh.

Ihungupandlookatherhaibo,whatisshedoing.I

havesomethingplannedforherandweneedto

checkinattwelve.

Iamgoingtohavetodosomeseriousthinkinghere.



Zithulele

WehereatthehospitaltodaywithKimberly,she

alsohadsomeconcernswithMphoitsdifferent.

Shehasbeenadmitted,IamnotscaredbutIam

worried.Thosekidscouldbemineandtheynot

okay,Iwonderwhatmustbedone.

Dr:Sorrytokeepyouwaiting

ThankGoditsawoman,Idon'twantnomanaround

thispregnancy.

Dr:Howwefeelingtoday

Kim:Idon'tknowifIamcarryingwellorthere's

somethingwrongwiththebaby,wehereforacheck

up.Ithasn'tmovedoranything

Dr:Okayletsfindout



Iholdherhand.

Dr:OkayIamlovingwhatIamseeing,lookslike

youarecarryingwell.Letshear

Andthepumpingsoundechoesthroughtheroom,

myheartmeltsohmanIthink.Iamgoingtocry.

Dr:Wowthatisahealthyheartbeat

Kim:Nothingwrong

Dr:Everythingisfinealsoyourlevelarenormal,

littlebabyboyissittingcomfortablyonmommies

belly

Me:Iamhavingaboy



Dr:Oopsmybad

Igrabmyphoneandcalldad.

Dad:Heyhoney

Me:DadIamhavingaboy

Dad:Really

Me:Wait..Canweheartheheartbeatagain

Dad:Bhengu,Ngcolosi,Shongololo,Dlabazane

wenakaLamula

Kim:Zithulelehekickedforthefirsttime



Dad:OkayIamgoingtohungupnowanddon'tbea

crybaby.ABhengumandoesn'tcry

Sfiso

Me:Whereisthehappyladyfromthismorning

Phindile:OhmanIsawPenelopeandIjustzoned

out

Me:Whateverythingokay

Phindile:Mybabygirlwasraped

Me:What

Phindile:Nobodywastheretoprotectherfromthe

wholeordeal



ShenarratesthewholestoryandIamshocked.

Phindile:Everyonejustsortofmovedlikenothing

happened.Herfatherislosinghismind,hermother

islonggone.That'swhyIwasatthehospital

Me:Whatdoyoumakeoutofsuchsituations

Phindile:Shedidn'twantanyoneknowingorfeeling

sorryforher,becausesheknewshewouldn'thave

survivedallthat

Me:Mm

Phindile:Yeahandmyleg,whenthatbigtreethrew

meout,Ilandedsomewhereinthemansionhard



Me:Youbeeninthere

Phindile:YesIwasonanislandbutnotwith

Mzwakhe

Me:Sowhat'sitlike

Phindile:YouknowIcan'ttellyouyouwanttoleave

menow

Me:Zenzewilldieoncesheknowsyoubeeninthat

place

Phindile:IwishIcantellyouhmmbutyoutoo

damnhandsometodie

Me:Thankyouverymuch,sowhatisupwiththis

divorcething



Phindile:Hedefinitelyhasreceivedthepapers,

signingthemlookslikeIhavetotakeNtsika's

advicesuckhisballsreallygood.Weshouldn'tpush

things,hedoesn'tlikebeingpushedtoacorner

Me:Stopspendingtimewithhimandleadinghim

on

Phindile:Iain'tleadinganything,Mzwakheisused

togettingmewithoutliftinghisfingerandrightnow

Me:Heislosinghismind

Phindile:Wecansetadatebythetimethatdate

comes.Imustbereadytowalkdowntheaisle

Me:SeethatIlikeit



Shetapsthespacebehindher.

Ismile.

Onecuddlingsessioncomingrightup.
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Phindile

ItsoneofthosewhereIamexhausted,whenthat

happenssomethingbadisgoinghappen.Onlythan

willIgetmystrengthbackafterithashappened,I

wasn'tfeelingbreakfastandSfisowasjustforcing

metoeat.

Nonhle:Wouldlikeasmoothie

NextthingIhaveagunpointedonmyhead.How



didhegetinandbypasssecuritylikethat.Itoldyou

theywillblamemeforwhathappenedtoEminathi.

Nonhle:Thobaninowcalmdownyouknow,you

don'tdosuchthingsonPhindile.Youwantthe

ancestorstomakethesituationevenmoreworse

thanitalreadyis

Iwillremainquietuntilheremovesthegunoffmy

face,afterthatIwon'tbeheldresponsibleforwhatI

do.

MzwakheandSakhilehavearrived.

Sakhile:Skhuluwenzani(Whatareyoudoing)

Mzwakhe:Thobaniputthegundown,thisisnota

punishmentyourdaughterwasatthewrongplace

atthewrongtime



Ilookup.

Heisn'tscaredtopullthetriggerneitherisheafraid

oftheconsequences.Whenitcomestohischildren,

allbetsareoffandhisglovescomeout.

Mzwakhe:Thobaniputthegun,Thobani

Phindiledon'tspeakwhateveryoudoremaincalm

don'tattack.Helooksatmewithsomuchrageand

anger,thanslowlylowersthegun.Iamconvincing

myselfnottodoanythingbecauseitcangetugly

realquick.

Mzwakhe:P

Me:Getout



Mzwakhe:Phindile

IflipthetableithitssomebodyandIalmost

transform,Iturnaroundtoseewhoisholdingmy

hand.

Me:Getthefuckout,Ineverwanttoseeanyofyou

again

Westareateachother,myeyeschange.

Sakhile:Thobaninaweayman

Theywalkout.

Me:Youcanletgonow



Hedoes.

IpickthetableupandstartcleaningthemessI

made.

Sfiso

Ican'timaginethesamethinghappeningtomy

Penelopeoranywomanoutthere.Iunderstandwhy

hecamehere,butthatwasuncalledfor.Phindile

almostlostit,fuckthiswomanissomethingelse.

Whenthattabletippedover,avoicespoketome

andsaidgrabher.Isawhereyeschangeanddamn

shelookedsexy.

Me:Seethisiswhy,shekeepsentertainingthem

Ayanda:Youthinkhesawme

Nonhle:Ofcoursehesawyoubuthisfocuswason



Phindile,Sfisodamnthankyoubralikepeople

wouldhavebeentraumatized

Ayanda:Mzwakheisnevergettingherbackafter

this

Theylaugh.

Me:Heain'tgettingnothing,Phindileismine.Isshe

goingtobeokay

Nonhle:Shedidn'tlikebeingbotheredwhenshe

waslikethat,afraidshemighthurtsomebody

Ayanda:ButyoudidsomethingnotevenMzwakhe

cando

Me:What



Ayanda:Lovemyman,yousaidnotmybaby.She's

aqueenanddeadlysnake

Me:Itsnothardlovingsomeoneyouknow,itjust

happensnaturally.Holdon

Nonhle:Yougotit

Me:She'sasnake,snakesaredangerousandshe

alwaysspeakaboutlove

Nonhle:TheonlyreasonMzwakheiswellandalive

isbecause,heisprotectedbyancestors.Otherwise

Phindilewouldhavelongeddealtwithhim,thisis

hispunishmentlosingPhindile.Seeinganotherman

makeherhappy,loveherrightinfrontofhisface

Ayanda:Heislosinghismindrightnowand



probablysmackedtheshitoutofThobanifor

costinghimPhindile

Me:WhyyalllovethisguysomuchyohMzwakhe,

Mzwakhe,Mzwakheaysuka

Nonhle:HeisMzwakheBhengu

Ayanda:Thebaddestb*tchinthegame

Nonhle:Heisstillhotshame,eventhoughwenot

ongoodterms

Ayanda:Holdontoherbecauseheiscomingfor

youfullforce.Weknowhimlongenough

Me:Iwillsaythisagainjailbird,crazylady.Heisnot

gettinganything,Phindileismine



Theylaugh.Iamgladtheydidn'ttakeoffenseto

that,Ayandalookslikethetypethatwillkillyouin

yoursleep.

Mzwakhe

Me:Ithoughtyouwaswatchinghim

Sakhile:Hemusthaveescaped

Me:Howdoesoneescapefromyourclutches,ah

shutupyouhoe

Helaughs.

Thobani:YoucanlookatmelikethatIdon'tcare,I

woulddoitagain



Sakhile:Whydidyoudoit

Thobani:She'sbeentellingeveryone,theypunished

becauseshewasn'ttreatedwell.Fuckthatitwas

thisfoolwhoplayedher,andshewasdumbenough

tofallforit.Wehavetosuffer,mybabygirlhadto

sufferbecauseofthisdogandthatb*tchforgive

meSakhile.Theybothcangotohell

Sakhilelooksatme.

NopeIhavenosympathyforhimwhatsoever,heis

theonewhocouldn'tpickuphisdaughter.Doing

lordknowswhat.

Sakhile:Youhaven'tlostheryoujustneedtotry

harder

Me:NoIhavetrustme,whenSfisograbbedher.It



wasoverforme

Sakhile:AyThobaniDladla

Thobani:IthinkIsawAyanda

Sakhile:What?

Thobani:Hewastherehavingbreakfast

Sakhile:How

Thobani:Idon'tknowifIwashallucinatingorwhat

butthatwasdefinitelyhim,becausewhenyougot

therehewasgone

Sakhile:Thobaniareyousureyounotmakingthis

up



Thobani:ItwouldexplainthesparkbackinPalesa

andthekids

Howisthatevenpossible.

"Okayokaywhatthehellisgoingon"

Igetupandheadtothekitchen.

Andile:CheckyourgirlbeforeIsortheroutmyself

Me:Awuyekelabantu,ngidingausizolwakho(Leave

them,Ineedyourhelp)Onikafeelfreetodo

whateveryouwant,unlessNthatiishere.Imean

unlessSbahleishere

Andile:TouchmywifeagainandIwillmessyouup,



thismonkeywon'tbeabletosaveyou

Me:Andile!

Mandlenkosi

Ihadtodothecleansingnowmomismad.Iam

afraidshewillcry,apparentlykidssomeofthem

havethethirdeyeopen.Spiritsandstuffcanreveal

themselvestothem,becausetheystillbabiesand

theyknownothing.

Me:Itsgoodthatyoubroughtherotherwiseshe

wouldhavecriedforSthabiso

Emi:Willthishurt

Me:Shewillbefrightenedsoyouneedtodoyour

besttodistracther



Emi:Okay

Me:Kenziewegoingtotherivernowokayprincess

andIwillgiveyouyourvoiceokay

Emikisseshercheekandimmediatelyshestarts

crying.

Emi:Whatswrongmylove,whyyoucryingitsokay

nothingisgoingtohappen.Mommyisherenothing

isgoingtohappen,ishetroublingyouhuh

ShepunchesmeunawarethatIhavetransformed,

thisneedstogowellotherwise.Shewillremainlike

this,untilwefindthefather.

ShelooksatmeandIfrightenheraswell.



Emi:Don'tbescaredmybabyokay..SeeIam

punchinghimagain

Shemightwanttostopthatitsannoyingme.Iwrap

myselfallaroundher,Kenzieiscryingevenmore.

Emi:Awarningwouldhavebeennice

Me:There'snowarninghereweactfast,hadyou

saidyouwereraped.Wewouldhavetakenthebaby

fasttotheriverlookwherewearenow

Emi:IamsorryMandlenkosimebeingrapedisa

burdentoyou

Me:Eminathi



Theyleave.

Iamgoingtopunchdad,ThobaniandSakhilein

theiruglyfaces.LookwhatIamsayingnow,like

momIalsohavepeoplespeakingthroughme,and

thisonejusthurtherfeelings.

Me:Fuck

Sfiso

Me:Youokay

Phindile:Iwanttomurdersomeone

Me:Ndlangamandlaisreadyandwaitingforyouto

murderhimrightnow

Shelaughs.



Phindile:SfisoIwanttobemadokay

Me:Bemadathim,takeyourfrustrationsouton

himandlookyoumakinghimhappy,huh!huh!

Phindile:Don'tyougettired

Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthateveryothertwo

minutes.Youbouncingthatasssogoodhmmay

man

Shelooksatmedefeated,Igetupandgrabmy

wallet.Ipulloutallmycards,Ireturnone.

Phindile:Thecards

Me:Yesthecards



Nonhlebargesinmyroom,shesnatchesthemout

ofmyhandandrunsout.

Ilaugh.

Me:Okaygohavefunenjoyyourselfandyouwill

findmerightherewaitingforyou,Phindilegetup

Phindile:Okaypheladon'tshout

Shegetsupandheadstothebathroom,shepeeps

through.

Phindile:Iloveyou

Ismile,Iloveyoutoobaby.Iloveyoutoo.
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Zithulele

Ithoughtthere'snosiblingdramabetween,whydid

wejustfight.

Zakhele:Whyarewefighting

Sthabiso:Ifyoudon'twanttosomethingjustsayit,

noneedthrowinghertruthinherfaceyoupuss

Me:Mandlenkosiwhatdidyoudo

Hewaslookingmadscary,hiseyeshadtwoeyes.

Theywereholdingthemback,theliftopensdad

enters,SakhileohGodweabouttogetit.

HemakesMandlenkosikneelandslowlystrokehis

back.



BabSakhile:AsnakeSthabisohasnosympathyit's

notgoingtosayohgoon,Iwon'teatyou.Iwilljust

slitheron.

Sthabiso:Baba

BabSakhile:Iamnotfinishedtalking,hewasvery

wronginsayingthatbuthewasspeakingthetruth.

Kenziecan'ttalkbecause,sheisroamingaround.

Threeancestorsarewithher,yesshemaybea

bubblychildbutnoceremonywasdoneforher

Mandlenkosicries.

Dad:Itsokayboydon'tcry

Mandlenkosi:Shetookthesnakebackforsuch

reasons.Iamnottamed,Icannotbetameddad.I



ammuchmoreworsethansheis

Dad:Iamsorry,don'tcryIamrighthere

Me:Ihavetogoguys,pleasedon'tfightokayifyall

brokeaskmeformoney.Iwillgivetoyallthankyou

bye

Theykeptthissecretfromusahahguys,yesits

sadandfuckedup.WhateverbullMandlenkosi

shouldn'tledtousfighting,nothinggoodisgoingto

comeoutofit.

Phindile

Leratocalledmescreamingandthreateningtokill

Esihle.Thekidsareoldnowshe'sold,theycandate

whomevertheywant.Butthanherbeingblastedall

overtheinternetnotagoodlook,unfortunatelynot

mybusinessandIdon'twantanythingtodowith

thatfamily.



Nonhle:Younotgoingtoanswerthat

Me:Idon'tcarenotmybusiness,thisismyfamily

righthere

MrNkosi:Makhosazane(ladies)

Me:Sawubonaitiye(Tea)

MrNkosi:Ngalijabulela(Iwouldloveit)

Nonhle:Phindile

Me:Nonhleongiyekeyezwacelaungiyeka

Ileavethekitchen.



Sfiso:Baby

Iignorehimandheadupstairs.

Zithulele

Weweresummonedtothepresidentshouse,drama

keepspoppingupleftrightandcenter.Esihle

Dlomo,BabNkanyisoandmamlerato'sdaughter.

AllIcansaychooseyourpartnerswiselypeople,

stayawayfromthelikesofmeandmarriedmen.

Me:Whatarewewaitingfor,Ihaveacompanyto

run

Dad:Mandlenkosiisyourmothercoming

Mandlenkosi:No



Hepullsouthisphoneandmakesacall,myphone

beeps.

Me:Look

Kimberlyjustsentmeacutesnapofherbelly.

Dad:Mamathishasnothingtodowithwhatis

happeningbetweenus,don'tpunishothersformy

wrongdoings.Thobaniishurtandlookingfor

somebodytoblame,ngiyacelauzesolungisalento.

(Pleasecomeandfixit)Phindile

Hethrowsthephoneacrosstheroom.

Me:CanIgo



Zakhele:Zithulele

Ilaugh.

Atleastletmemakemyselffood,heymaybethat's

whyIamgrumpy.Ihaven'teaten.

Me:Mom

Mom:Yesmybaby

Me:Iamgivingyoufiveminutestogetyourass

hereorIamneverspeakingtoyouagain

Shelaughs.

Mom:Gorightaheadboy,youneverlovedme

anywayssowhyshouldIcare



Me:M

Shehungsup.

Me:OhwellItried

Phindile

Idecidedtoignorealloutsidenoisesandchannel

myinnersnake.Ihadthemusiconblast,andIwas

standingbeforethepool.

"BabyseemslikeeverywhereIgo,Iseeyou

Fromyoureyes,yoursmileitslikeIbreatheyou"

Voice:Nkosazanedon't



"HelplesslyIreminisce,don'twantto

Comparenobodytoyou"

Whydotheydoneedmeiftheygoingtoturntheir

backsonme.Imustmakesuretheygood,protect

themandtheyneversaythankyou.Theyneverhad

myback.WhyshouldIshrinkmyselftomakethem

feelbetter.

Nonhle:Phindilethisisnotyoumylove,please.We

knowweaskalotofyou,wedemandalotfromyou.

Butyoucan'tturnbadnow,don'tmakethesame

mistakesgogodid.Youhavealovingfiance,doit

forhim.Pleasegoandtellthemwhatisgoingon,

Nono

Ifallonmykneesandcry.

SfisotakesmeintohisarmsandIcry.



Sfiso

ItbreaksmyheartwhenPhindileislikethis.I

decidednottogotowork,sheneedsmeandIcan't

giveuponher.

Me:Nonhleiseverythingokay

Nonhle:Youknow,Ithoughteverythingwasgood

butsomethingisgoingon.Shegotnobreak,her

separationfromMzwakhecausedalotofdamage

Me:Theywantthembacktogether

Nonhle:Noyoudon'thavetoworryaboutthat,they

continuetostillbeungrateful.Sheishurtthatshe

wouldbeblamedforsomethingthatnoonehad

controlover,shecouldn'tprotectherbecausewell



Me:Idon'tlikeseeingherlikethat

Nonhle:Letsjustkeephermindatpeace

"Sfiso"

Me:Comingmylove,orderindon'tcook

Nonhle:Yessir

Ijustwanthertobeokay,cantheyletherbeokay.
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Phindile

IdecidedtotakeEsihleoutonacoffeedate.

Esihle:Sawubonama



Isigh.

Me:Youareabeautifulwomanverybeautiful,how

didthishappen

Esihle:Youcangiveamaneverythingwhatever,but

whenheiscrazyintheheadyouwon'tmakehim

happy

Me:Yourmotherisshoutingatme,theycomingat

meforyourstupidity

Esihle:ItslikeIwasinarelationshipwithmyself

Me:Youdidn'tdothisbecauseyourparentshave

separated



Esihle:Iamangrymaitbreaksmyheart.Wecan't

seehimbecauseofthatwitchhegot.Idon't

understandwhyitslikethat,doesn'tmatterwhat

happened.Buteversincetheyseparatedtheybeen

ateachother'sthroatsanditsannoying,howeverI

didn'tdoitbecauseofthat

Me:GoodbecauseIwouldbesodisappointedin

you

Hereishowthisfamilygotpunished.Iwas

kidnappedremember,Nkanyisoalreadyhad

anotherfamilyoutsideandtheywereblackmailing

him.HehelpedDougandhisgoonskidnapme,

okaymyseparationfromMzwakheleadtorato

findingoutthetruth,andawholelotmore.

Mzwakhe

PhindileiscomingoverandIamexcited.Thobani

hasdisappeared,hewasneveronetobreakdown



infrontofpeople.Whenyouhurthim,hewould

disappearandyouwon'teverfindhim.

Andile:Ithink,Iamgoingbacktomyhousenow.

Thesituationhasdieddownanditsgettingreally

crowdedinhere,Onikawantsherspaceback

Me:Hethinkswejustrelaxingyouknow

Andile:Weare

Me:Andthat'showyoupissofyourenemies,make

themthinkyoudon'tcare.Havefunandenjoylifeto

thefullest

Andile:Whateverthishouseisboringandthatwife

ofyours



Helooksaroundandwhispers.

Andile:Sheisveryevil

Iamonlymarriedtoonepersonandoneperson

only.

Me:She'snotmywife

Andile:Somethingwrongwithher

Me:Sliyoncehasalwaysbeenlikethat

Andile:Iamdipping,Ilovemypeaceandquiet

Me:Yaziwenayouthinkyouthisqueenof

somewheresuka



Helaughs.

Andile:Onikaweleavingpackourbags,heymaybe

youcanhookmeupwiththeselisteningdevices

Iamhappyheisleaving,dudeissoannoying.

Phindile

WeatThabiso'shouse,Iamnobody'sfriendwetalk.

Ireturnbackhome,ItextNonhleandaskif

everythingisfinesinceIamnotthere.

Thabiso:Nkosazane

Me:Thabiso

Thabiso:Unjanmommy(Howareyou)



Me:Ngijabulileskhulu(Iamhappy)

Hesmiles.

Theywalkinandsitdown,IlookatMandlenkosi.I

definitelydon'tactlikethat,Idon'thurtyouwiththe

truth.Imaybemeanbutnottohisextent.

Me:Yallcalledme,Iamherenow.Leratoyouwere

shoutinginmyear,Iamheregiveittome

Mzwakhe:Pleaseletsjustfixthiswithfighting.Iam

beggingplease.Wakhewhatisgoingon

Rato:Iwilltellyouwhat'sgoingonherhotboxis

nowhot,littlehoeherenowwantstoexploreand

takeanadventureonafuckingspree



Thabiso:Rato

Rato:WhyEsihlewhy?Youthatmadyourfather

andIareseparatedandyougoanddothisshit

Mzwakhe:Mommyifyougoingtoshoutlikethis

howarewesupposedtofixthings.Wehere

becauseofyoutwo

Rato:Ofcourseblamethewomanasalways

Me:NkanyisokhulumaSfisoiswaitingforme

Mzwakhelooksatme.

Me:Nkanyiso



Helooksdown.

Me:Okay,IamnotgoingtosaythisnowbecauseI

amseeingsomethingelsethatwillcauseeven

morefriction.Thismanismarriedyes,butinlove

withEsihle,unfortunatelythere'snothingtodoto

separatethem.Whathappenedontheinternetwas

atotalembarrassment,itsnotthatherhotboxishot

andshewantstogoafuckingspree.Noleratowe

don'ttalklikethat,asfarasthatgoesyouand

Nkanyisoareresponsibleforthis.Wegoingtotalk

aboutthissomeothertime,canIseebabyKenzie

beforeIgo

Mzwakhe

Andiletextmeheisgone,Phindilewasdonewith

herritualonKenzie.Somethingtellsmetherapists

fatherisalive,butwenotthere.RatoandNkanyiso

that'sanothermessedupsituation,hewas

punishedforhelpingDougkidnapher.



Ilookatherputtinghershoesbackon,Iwouldtake

herfeetonaroughdayandmassagehertillshefell

asleepandIwouldcarryhertobed.DamnImiss

thosedays.

Mandlenkosi:Mom

Phindile:GetawayfrommebeforeIknockyouout

Mandlenkosi:HowamIthebadguyhere

Phindile:Itoldyouletmeteachyouhowtolivewith

thesnake,youwantedhimbackwithme

Me:MakaZakheleungamthethisiphelaingane

yethuleayaziluth,okungenaniibaumama

umfundise(Don'tshouthim,heisourbaby.Atleast

beamomandteachhimhowtolivewithit)



Mandlenkosi:Maplease

Phindile:"Don'tthinkthisisyourwayofgettingher

back.Igaveyouherandyoulethergo,sufferthe

consequences"

Iraisemyhandsup.

Me:Attheendwestillparentsourchildrencome

firstbeforeanythingoranyone

Phindile:Goodthingtheyold

Me:Withbabymentally

Shelooksatmenarrowinghereyes,Ismile.

Phindile:Iamgoingtogo,Iwillseeyoutomorrow



Shegetsup,Igrabherhand.

Me:Doyouhavetogo

Phindile:MzwakheIhavetogo

Me:Okaystayforthekidsplease..Please

IamMzwakhebhenguafterall.

Phindile

Iarrivebackhomeandtakeaquickshower.WhenI

cameinSfisowasn'taround,everybodywasasleep

exceptforNonhle.Sheistheonewhoopenedup

forme.

"Isthisthetimetocomebackhome"



Hisvoicestartlesme.

Me:Mmmyouscaredme,IamsorryIlosttrackof

time.Iapologize

Hescoffsandgetsinbed,Ifinishupdressing.The

dramaneverends.

Sfiso:Wenzan(Whatareyoudoing)

Me:Ngizolala(Tosleep)

Sfiso:Younotsleepinginmybed,anginamfazi

mina.Ozobuyaebusukumasefunaukulalanami.(I

won'thaveagirlfriendthatcomeshomelateand

expectstosleepwithme)



Me:Manjeuthingilalephi(WhereamIsupposedto

sleep)

Sfiso:Angaziungaphindelalaoqhamukakhona.

Ngekeuzeulalenami,cishaugesiuyangixhopha(I

don'tknowgobacktowhereyoucomefrom,but

younotsleepingherewithme.Switchofthelights

theyhurtingme)

Me:Haibo(What)?

Sfiso:Ubangaumsindo,ngifunaukulala(You

makingnoise,Iamtryingtosleep)

Me:Areyouforreal

Ifeelsomethingwarmandslimymovingonmyfeet,

ohwow.
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Phindile

WhydoIevenbotherreally.Isleptonthefloorcan

itgetanyworsethanthis.

Mhlengi:Youokay

Me:Aynongigrand

Mhlengi:JustthatIbeenwatchingyourunyour

neckforawhile

Me:Iamfinereally

Hecomesdownreadyforwork.

Zenze:Coffee



Sfisodoesn'tdrinkcoffee,buthetakesthecup

anywayandtakesasip.

Zenze:PisitokayifIusethekitchen

Me:Itsnotmyhouseyoucandowhateveryouwant

Ineedair.

Me:Excuseme

Mzwakhe

Iamsoexhaustingpeoplewedrunktillwecouldn't.

Itwaslovely,themotherofmykidshavingfunwith

us.Wewerenotdoinganything,shekepther

distancebutherpresencewasdefinitelyfelt.



Sbahle:Mzwakheyouold

Me:Iamnotold

Sbahle:Whatareyourplans

Me:Fornowdon'tworryyourcuteselfaboutit

Myphonebeeps."OkayIwon'tbotheryouanymore

pleaseanotherdeposit"

Sbahle:Youshouldtellher

Me:Tellwhowhat

Sbahle:ThatMxolisiisalive



Ilookather.

Me:YouknowMxolisiisalive

Sbahle:EverysnakedoesexceptforPhindile

Iamnotgoingtodothat,isshehearingherself.I

willlosePhindileforeverwhenshefindsoutMxolisi

isalive,notbecauseIkeptitasecretbutshe

actuallywantstobewiththatSfisononoIcan't

havethat.

Me:SbahleNthatiIdon'tknowwhatyoutalking

aboutsoletitgo

Sbahle:Okay

Ithought,IamtheonlyoneandSakhilewhoknows.



YoucanneverkeepasecretwiththeseBhengu's.

Zithulele

Mydooropens,Ilookup.

Me:Ma

Mom:IhopeIamnotdisturbing

Me:Notatallcomeinlovelylady

Igetupandhugher...

Mom:Okayyoubreakingmybones

Me:Ohsorrythoisalovelysurprise



Mom:Ithought,Iwouldcomeandseemytrouble

makerandbringhimtreats

Me:Ahsourjellybean

Ihugheragain.

Suddenlynerveskickinwhatisshedoinghere.

Mom:Relax,Ijustwantyoutoknowthat,Iloveyou

andatthattimeitwastheonlythingIcouldhave

donetobeabletoseeyoulikethis

Phewthat'sarelief,wechillandengageinmother

andsonconversation.

Sfiso

Wemeetatarestaurantforlunch,Ineededmy



brothersopinionsaboutthis.

Musa:Wehaveneverseenyouhappyinthisway

andyouwanttoruinallthatfornothing

Me:Yalldon'tunderstand

Mdu:Weperfectlyunderstandyourballsareitching

Mhlengi:Ifyoustartnowactinglikethis.Youwill

losePhindile

Mdu:Youwillbegivingherawaytothosepeople

whodon'tlikeher

Musa:Phindilelovesyou,shemayfailforsome

reasonshowingit.Butitswrittenalloverherface,

sheisnotZenzestopcomparinghertoher.



Becauseshedoesn'tactthatway

Me:Noshedoesn't

Musa:Stopthisitsgoingtostealawayyour

happinessandlove,ifyouwantthistohappen.The

waywillshowitself

Zoe:Hi,didIcomeearly

Musa:No,Sfisothinkaboutthisokay.Letsgo,Iwill

seeyouguys

Theyexcusethemselves.

Me:Wait

Mdu:Sfisono



Me:uMusawalithophilelikhaladi(Wheredidhefind

thiscolored)

Mdu:Stop

Welaugh.

Zithulele

Mom:Canyoushowmearound

Me:Absolutelyletmesavethis

Mom:Youlookjustlikeyourdaddy

Me:Andartificialinsemination



Welaugh.

Swazi'snewname.

Me:Comeletsgo

Itakeherhandandproceedtoshowheraround.

Langa:Ma

Mom:Heybabylookatyou,whyareyouguysso

tall

Langa:Iwillgoleavethisbyyourdesk,byemom

Hekisseshercheekandwalksaway.



Weentermytwinsoffice.

Me:HeylookwhoIfound

Zakhele:Haiboma

Mom:Howcomeyouhaveabiggerofficethanthe

CEO

Zakhele:Doesn'titsuitme

Theylaugh.

Zakhele:Whatbringsyouby...Younotdyingagain

Mom:JustwantedtoseemykidsandIbought

sometreats



Me:Haibodidn'tyoubuythemforme

Thedooropensandguesswhoshowsup,welaugh.

Dad:Heywifey

Me:Okayhowaboutwetakethistotherestaurant

upstairs

Mompointsathim,andtheyfolloweachotherout.

Mzwakhe

Iwasintheneighborhood,Isawsomethings.I

thoughtIwouldpopinandsayhi.

Zithulele:Howoldareyouguysnow80



Me:What?

Zithulele:Howwasitlikewhenyoutwofirstmet

Phindile:Itwasawkwardbecauseallofthemwere

staringatme,anditmademefeelreally

uncomfortable

Me:IsawabeautifulwomanandIwastaken

Zithulele:Andwejusthadtoshareabirthdaywith

him

Phindile:Nowonderyallcrazy

Welaugh.



Phindile:Ididn'tcarryyoufullteamtherewerealot

ofcomplications,infactallmypregnancieswerea

hassle.ButIamsohappyyouguysarehereand

doingwell

Ndiswa:Iatleastthought,Iwouldlooklikeyou

nope.Ihadtobethisgodzilla

Welaughthisisgood,weneedmoretimeslikethis.

Phindile

IwishIdidn'thavetoleavemykids,theyallso

grownandcutemunchkins.Imissthemnow,

Nathanopensthedoorforme.

Me:Thankyoumylove

Nathan:Youwelcomemylove



Ilaugh.

Iwalkinandtheyattackmewithhugsandkisses.

Me:Haibosomuchloveinoneroom,hifamily

MrNkosi:Makoti

"Phindile"

Me:Hi

Sfiso:Canwetalk

Me:Okay



Thisshouldbefun.
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Sfiso

Ialloweddoubtandmyowninsecuritiescloudmy

judgment.MylifenowiswithPhindile,Ilovethat

woman.ShemakesmefeelcompleteandIamnot

preparedtoloseher,wetalkedaboutit.Iexpressed

myfeelingsandshemademerealizeifIletsmall

thingsgetintheway,whatwillhappenwhenbigger

thingscomeourway.

Weokaynow,Ihopeso.

Dad:Wenanomakotinizilungisileizinto(Youand

Phindilefixedthings)

Me:YallknowIamverystrict



Musa:Chanjeunesicefe(Noyouannoying)

Ichuckle.

Me:Butwefixedit

Dad:Sangambonapho(Whywenotseeingherthan)

Mhlengi:Yiniveleekucasulileubuyelatenomailo

mkhwenyanewakhe(Whatmadeyoumad,her

cominglateorherhusband)

Dad:Ukumthandaveleuzomthandabanezingane.

Angithkwawenauhlalanomfaziongamfuni,

umakotimeleabekezeleleyonto.(Shewillalways

lovehim,theyhavekidstogether.Evenyouare

stayingwithawomanyoudon'tlikeandPhindile

hastobepatientandacceptingofit)



Musa:Thisisthelasttimewespeakingtoyouas

yourolderandwiserbrother

Mhlengi:Haibo

Welaugh.

Musa:DonotthinkabouthurtingPhindile,thatwill

killher

Dad:Donotloseagoodwomanbecauseofyour

stupidhead,wewarnedyouaboutthatwoman

againstyourmother'swishesyouwentaheadand

marriedher

Me:Ihearyouguys

Mdu:Itdoesn'tlooklikeit.Bazomthathake



oMzwakhe(Theywilltakeher)

Helaughsyouknowthatlaugh,thathehe.

Phindile

SfisoisdoingthesamethingasMzwakhe,we

talkedandIcomparedhimtowhatMzwakhedid.

Hedidn'tevengivemeachancetoshowmylove

forhim,yesIamasnakeandallbutIstillhavethat

smallpercentageofbeingahuman.Ihavefeelings

justlikeeveryone,snakeornot.

Me:WetalkedIsaid,Iapologizeforcomparingyou

butyoudoingthesamethingashim.Letmeruin

thingsonmyownandnotbecausewhosaidwhat

Nonhle:Youguyshavetoworkoutokaywecan't

haveanotherpsychogogocreatingcreatures



Icametotheguesthouseandcheckonthem.

Ayanda:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat,forgetit

Phindileratheryourancestorskillme

Me:Itsyourancestors

Ayanda:Thosedeadpeopletheydon'tlikeus,you

seewhattheydoneafteryouleft.Haatheyshowed

usflameswedowethinkwearegivingawaytheir

queen

Welaugh.

Ayanda:Butyeahyouguyshavetoworkout,you

carryalotofangerandweknowthescarinessthat

comeswiththisgift



Nonhle:DidMastholeorMajalicarrythepowerof

thesnake

Me:UnlikeMzwakheMrBhengulovedMasthole,

throughhischeatingandhavingotherkids.He

lovedherandwhensheleft,hewaslikebyebye

kids.Iamnotgoingtolivewithoutmywife

Ayanda:That'swhywefuckedupboys

Me:Eventhoughthatwasselfishofthem,its

historyrepeatingitself.Theyraisedthemselves,

withpoorOlwethufiguringthingsout.Ihadtosend

mykidsawaybecausetheywereindanger

Nonhle:Whydon'tyougetbacktodoingthethings

youloved.Dancing,eventplanning

Me:Ineverlikedthosethings,Idancebecause



alongwithothersnakes.Wehavetopleaseahuge

snakethatonlywecansee,Ishouldn'thavetold

youthatyouwillwakeupandnotremember

anything.Speakingof,Igotsomepeopletobring

back

Zithulele

WehereattheNkosiresidentstoseemom.This

backandforththingisjustsotiring,Ihopeshehas

somenicefood.Chickenwings,nuggets.

Penelopeopensthedoor.

Penelope:Zakhele

Zakhele:HaawhatdidIdo

Me:ManjeubonauZakheleyedwa(Youonlysee

him)



Penelope:Comein

Ntsika:Wolabafethu

Me:ManNwaitmomcallslawyersMrlawyerbae

Welaugh.

Penelope:CanIgetyouguysanything

Me:Doyouhavenuggets

Penelope:Whatisupwithyouandnuggets

Whenyoupregnantyouwillknowwhatisupwith

meandnuggets.



Mom:HawuZithulele

Damnshebelookingallkindsoffine,its

unbelievablethiswomanhadsevenkids.

Zakhele:Haibomaabanyebayaphambiliwena

ushonaemuva(Momotherpeopleareaging

forwardyouagingbackwards)

Shesmiles.

Sfiso:Boys

Wegreethimback,hegazesatmom.

Penelope'smom:Wellwellfinallyleavingandtaking

yourratswithyou



Momsmacksandbangsherheadsofastagainst

therefrigeratorourjawsdrop.

Welookateachother.

UncleMdu:Yinikwenzakalankwakhalaizigi(What's

goingon)

Sfisolaughs.

Theyhelpherup,Sfisoisstilldyingmomgrabs

orangejuiceandpoursitinaglass.

Mom:Idon'tfightformen,Idon'tbutyouaskingfor

it,youaskingforme.Youcandoyourshitbutnotin

frontofmykids.Ungijwayelakabiwenayouthink

justbecauseIamquiet,Iamapussy



Sfiso:Okaycomeback,comeback

Istillwantmynuggets.

Mzwakhe

IcametoseehowMphoisdoing,sheisscaringus

eventhoughwemaynotknowsheiscarrying

Bhengu's.Westillhavetotakecareofher.

Mpho:MrBhengu

Me:Gogo

Shesmiles.

Me:Whatarethedoctorssaying



Mpho:TheyafraidImightlosemybabies

Me:Mmm

Mpho:Ifthingsdon'tpick,Ihavetohaveacsection

orpushthemout

Me:Haibo,babyyousurethesearemy

grandchildren

Mpho:IpromiseyouMrBhenguZithuleleistheonly

person,Ihavesleptokaymaybenotonlybutthese

arehiskids

Me:Iwillbeback

Istepoutoftheroomandteleporttotheriverand



comeback.

Me:Heredrinkthisitsjustwater

Iputthestrawinandshedrinksup.

Mpho:Mmmthat'srefreshing

Shesmiles,letswaitandseewhathappensnow.

Sfiso

Puttinghandsonpeopleiswrongbutshedeserved

it.Iseethiswomanandtrytoescapeher.

Zenze:Sfiso

Irollmyeyes.



Me:What

Zenze:Howisthisfunnylookatme,sheattacked

me

Me:Areyouheretolookforahouseorbedeep

withinmyballs

Zenze:Thisanimalshouldreturnbacktothezoo

youdeservebetter

Me:Whatdoyouknowaboutdeservingbetter.Ihad

youandyoustillcheatedandgavemekidsthat

werenotmine.Iamadoctorforgoodnesssake,I

knowaboutthesethings.JustbecauseIhavealow

spermcountdoesn'tmakemeanylessofaman,

withthatsaidIthinkyoushouldgootherwisethis

time.Iwilltellthosekids,Iain'ttheirfather



Killingheristheonlywaytogetridofher.

NtsikayezweNkosi(Sfiso'sSon)

Whatdidmyearsjusthear,wenotSfiso'skids.

Penelope:Whatisupyoulooklikeyouseenaghost

Me:Nothingjustmomanddadarguing

Penelope:Oh

Shewalksaway.

Sthabiso:Missmealready

Me:Canwemeet



Sthabiso:Youwanttomakegooglyeyesatmy

sisteragain

Me:Sthabiso

Sthabiso:Okayzwakala(Come)

Ihungupthiscan'tbetrue,sothisiswhydadhates

momsomuch.
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Fewmonthslater

Phindile

Wejustgotbackhomefromourfirstfamilytripwith

Sfisoandhiskids.Iamtired,Iwassupposedto

relaxandhavefun,butallIcouldthinkofwas



comingbackhome.

GuesswhatIamagrandmothernow.Mybeautiful

babyMandlenkosiisnowafathertocutestbaby

girl,Ican'twaittomeether,grandfatherhasbeen

hoggingontohernowitsmyturn.

MphoandKimberlyarestillpregnant,almosttime

togivebirth.WegotthroughMpho'spregnancy

scareandnowwell,thingsbetweenherand

Zithuleleseemtobeprogressing.WhileKimonthe

otherhandhastotallychanged.

Penelope:Thatwasawesome

Me:Tellmeaboutit,Ican'twaittoseemybaby

grandchild

Penelope:She'ssocute



Me:Iknowright

Sfisocomesdownalreadyinhisscrubs.

Me:Haibo

Sfiso:Iamsopissedofrightnow,hmm

Me:DoImakeyouanythingbeforeyouleave

Sfiso:Iwillbepullinganallnight

Me:OkayIwillcookthanaskthekidstobringto

you

Hekissesme.



ThingsbetweenSfisoandIaregreat,Idon'tknow

wherethatwomanwent.Butwehaven'tseenthe

lastofher.

Sfiso:Seeingyourhusbandtoday

Iwilldefinitelyseehim,heisstillrefusingtosign

thedivorcepapers.UnfortunatelyIwillhavedoit

withouthissignatureandthedramaIwillcause

therehee.

Sfiso:Okaybabybye

Me:Byemylove

Zithulele

Thisgorgeousthanghasuswrappedaroundits



littlefinger.

Me:Ohmanbabiesarejustsoadorable,lookather

grabbingontomyfinger

Herdaddycomesandtakesherawayfromme.

Me:Hawusengiyaphucwanjalo(Youtakingher

awayfromme)

Mandlenkosi:Yougoingtohurtherwithyourhands

andplusyoubadforher,hellobabyyouare

beautifulyesyouare

Himhavingababyhasmoldedandshapedhiminto

thissoftteddybear.Hesmilesmore,Iamexpecting

babiesverysoon.Youknowamessthatsmy

relationshipswithmybabymama's,KimberlyIdon't

knowwhereshedevelopedthisattitudefrom.Mpho



wetryingshamewereallyaretrying.

LuyandiswaBhengu(Mzwakhe'sdaughter)

Iwaswithmyboyfriendkabelo,webeentogether

forayearnow.Heissuchahotandhumbleguy,we

justclickedlikedthatandheacceptedmethewayI

am.

Kabelo:Whywesmiling

Ichuckle.

Me:SomesillythoughtIhad

Kabelo:Wenothavingsex

YesIamstillavirginandhelovesmeregardless.



Me:Ihopewhenyoudogetityoudon'tleave

Kabelo:Betweenmomanddadwhoismostlylikely

topopme

Me:Momisacrackheadshewouldsortyouout

hereandthan.Daddoesthingundercarpet,

betweenthemall.Momshewillhuntyoudownand

giveyouyourbusiness

Kabelo:WellthanIbettermakesureIdononeof

that

Wekiss,Igrabholdofhischeek.Ithinkitstimeto

meetthefamilybutfirstIwantmomanddadtodo

acomingofageceremonyforme.

Zithulele

Mytemporaryassistantwelcomesmewithcoffee



andabunchoffile's.

Zakhele:Wehaveaproblem

Me:Ican'tdealwithproblems

Zakhele:Thecomplex

Me:Zakhele

Zakhele:YoutheCEOsowehavetodealwiththis

Me:Iseeyallwantmetoflipitsokayyougotit.Yes

cancelallmymeetingscallaboardmeeting,send

Mandlenkosiamessagethecomplexdothatoryou

fired.Getout

Heleaves.



Imakethecompanyasuccessful,theyfailkeeping

itafloatnow.Iwillbeknownasthebadguynow,

bloodyidiots.

Phindile

Idecidedtodosomeshoppingforthebabygirl,I

wonderwillshebeasnakeaswellorjusta

beautifulbabygirl.AsIamwalkingthroughthe

aisle,hiscolognehitsmynostrils.

Mzwakhe:Greatmindsthinkalike

Me:Nowhowdidyouknow,Iwashere

Mzwakhe:YoumybabyIalwaysknowwhereyou

are



Me:Whyyoukeepingmewhenwehaveseparateda

longtimeago

Mzwakhe:Ohnowyouwantustotalk

Me:ShameIdon'tknowMzwakhetobethis

desperate

Hecomesclosertome,thiswhatgotmeintrouble

withSfiso.

Mzwakhe:Iwouldn'tsaydesperateyoumine,

Phindileanditwillforeverbelikethat

"Mzwakhe"

Sbahle:OhPhindilehi



Mzwakhe:SeeyouaroundMrsBhengu

Hewhispersthatpartinmyearandwalksaway

withSbahle.

Isighheavily.

Mambakeepthismanawayfromme.
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Mandlenkosi

Thedadscametocheckonmybeautifulbaby.

Zithuleleiscrazy,Ican'tgobacktoworkwhowill

lookafterthisprincess.

Dad:Mandlenkosiwhywon'tsheopenherselfeyes

Itakeherfromhim.



Me:Batshelewenaukuthuzowavula,maseubona

loofunaukumbonaangithwenankosazanekababa

(TellthemIwillopenmyeyes,oncethepersonI

needtoopenmyeyesforcomes.Isn'tthatrightmy

princess)

Zithulele:Maybeyoushouldtakehertothehospital,

sinceshe'sbeenbornshehasn'topenedhereyes

Ihaterepeatingmyself.

Dad:Thatdoesn'tconcernyou

Me:Comeprincessletsleavetheseuglypeople

Shekicksherlegs.



Me:Haibonkosazaneikhahlelaubaba(Princess

kickingdaddy)

Beingafatheristrulyamazing,Ican'tgetenoughof

mybeautifulgirl.Ipromisetoprotectheranddo

whatevershewantsandneedsofme,hermother

eventhoughwenottogetherbutweongoodterms.

Phindile

ItssoboringwhenSfisoisonnightwhodoItrouble

whenheissleeping.Ilookupandseehimleaning

onthedoor,Itakemyselfovertohimandhehugs

mewithhisbigstrongwarmarms.

Sfiso:Whywecrying

Irestmyheadonhischest.

Me:BecauseIamboredwithoutyouandIdidn't



wanttodisturbyou

Hekissesmyforehead.

Sfiso:Iloveitwhenyoulikethis

Ilookathimandsmile,hesqueezemybuttand

smiles.

Sfiso:CanIgosleepnow

Ipoutmylips,hehugsmeinstead.

Me:Fathercalled,hesaidsomethingaboutsome

ceremony.Sfiso..OkayyoucanseeIwillbefine

Sfiso:Iknowhesentmeatext



Hekissesmycheekandwalksaway.

Mzwakhe

Ihaveweirdchildrenyouknowtheyamazeallthe

time.Zithulelethecrybaby.Zakhelescarytough,I

don'tgiveafuck.NkosenyeandNkosihlewenever

seethemunlessitsafamilything.Mandlenkosiyoh

psychoofthegroup,Langalibalelethequietone,

mommywasaveryquietperson.Shekeptto

herselfandluyandiswasavage,Idon'tseeherthat

muchbutwekeepcommunication.

Iamagrandfathernowwhowouldhavethunk,a

manlikemeyoayletsleaveitthere.

Thabiso:Theylike,youwerethemgrowingup,if

onlyyouhadabrain



Sakhile:Wakhe

Me:Youguyslovelivingindangernehain'tyou

tired

Ican'tbelievethemlifeisgoodwhydotheywantto

backtothecrimelifeaysukaweoldit,can'ttheylet

itgo.

Me:Youguysarecrazywehavefamiliesnow

Sakhile:Wedidn'tsayanything

Me:Ican'tseeitinyoureyes

Thabiso:Mommyakabuyemaybewewillletitgo

Me:Isn'tshehappywithsomeoneelse



Linda:IwouldbetooifIwasmarriedtoyourass

Sakhile:Haibowejokingskhuluweleftthatlife

Me:Itsfollowingus.Artificialinseminationhereis

tryingtotakemeout,doesheknowwhoIam

IthinkImustpayhimavisit,clearlyhedoesn't

knowwhatIamcapableofbecause.Hewouldn't

sendpeopletospyonmyfamily.

Sakhile:Ihaven'tpunchedanyoneinawhile

Me:Ithink,Iwanttodothisaloneoryoucan

accompanymeitsalongdrivethere

Welaugh.



Mandlenkosi

Iamhavingseparationanxiety,Ihopetheprincess

isdoingokay.ZakheleandIareheretoassesthe

damagethatwasdone.

Zakhele:Ahwhyisitwethere

Icrouchdownandhavealook.

Me:Itlookslikesomethingburst

Walter:Andtheybuiltontopofit

Hecomeswithasteelrodandhitsthewall.

Me:Fuck



Zakhele:Thisisnotgood

Me:Walteryouslippingup

Zakhele:Don'tblameotherpeopleforyour

negligence

Welookattheblueprints.

Me:Herethispipewassupposedtogoaroundand

comeoutontheoutside,whattheydid.Idon'tknow

probablyranshortkeptquietanddidtheirown

thing.WhatthefuckamIgoingtodo

Zakhele:Removethispartandtrytofixit

Me:Thiswillcostmealotofmoneyalreadywe



spentatrilliononthisbuilding.IfItakeoutthis

wholewall,won'teverythingfall

Zakhele:What?

Walter:Wewouldhavetoinspectthewholebuilding

Zakhele:Canitbefixed

Walter:Dependingonthedamage

Inevermetanyproblemlikethisone.

Phindile

Ntsika:Sawubonama

Me:Mrlawyerbae



Hehalfsmiles,IwishIcanhughimandsay

everythingwillbeokay.Yourfatherlovesyouwould

hiswholeheartandunconditionally.

Ntsika:CanIaskyousomething

Me:Okay

Ntsika:Howwouldyoufeelafterhearingsomething

maybethatwasmeantforyoutobeheard

Me:Youknow,IamspiritualrightandIcansee

rightthroughpeople.Iseverythingokaydid

somethinghurtyouorsomebody

Helooksatme.



HesighsinreliefnosonitstrueyouarenotSfiso's

kids.Ididn'ttalktoSfisoaboutthis,ohmanpoor

boy
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Phindile

IbeenbeggingNonhletoaccompanymetothe

mansionandshehasbeentotallyrefusingme.I

don'twanttogotherealonetheywilleatme,andI

don'thavetheenergytobeatoddsagainwithSfiso

becauseofMzwakhe.Everyonejustdemandsmy

undividedattention,unfortunatelyIcan'tbe

everywhereatonce.

Sfiso:Phindile

Heshoutsmyname.

Me:Whatswrong



Sfiso:Iamnotfeelingwell

Isitnexttohimandfeelhistemperature.

Sfiso:AmIhot

Me:Ofcourseyouhot

Sfiso:NoPhindileIamnotokay

Me:Itsjustexhaustion,holdon

Idisappearandreappearagain.

Sfiso:Iwon'tevergetusedtoyoudoingthat



Me:Drinkthisitwillhelpyoufeelbetter

Sfiso:Idon'twantwater

Me:Justdrink

Sfiso:Hmmthat'srefreshing

Me:Youwillwakeupfeelingverygood

Ilaydownonthebed,hewrapshisarmsaroundme.

Zithulele

IamhereatthecomplexandIdon'tlikewhatis

happening.

Me:WhyamItearingofthewholething



Walter:Thepipesituation,thiswholethingcancave

intakingdownthewholeside

Me:What

Mandlenkosi:There'snowayoutof

Me:Hadyoudoneyourfuckingjob,wewouldbein

thisplace.Thisbitchassmoveofyoursisgoingto

costmealotofmoney,whycan'tweopenupthis

partandfixit

Zakhele:Calmdown

Me:Don'ttellmetofuckingcalmdown,findanother

personthatwilllookatthis.Iamnotstrippingdown

anentirewallandwastingmoney,gotthat



Mandlenkosi:Sure

Me:Ningijwayelakabinina,thisisgoingtocome

outofourpocketsmypocketshutup.Everything

elsefine

Waiter:Justthispart

Me:YallbetterfixthisorIamgoingtofireeveryone

Mandlenkosi:Momiscoming

Me:Whocares

Iwalkawaytheylaugh.



Mzwakhe

Wetriedtoseekartificialinseminationbutwejust

keptgoingincircles.Theancestorsdon'twantme

meddlingandthat'snotgood,Ihavetoknowwhy

hewantstodothis.

Sakhile:Haiboskhuluumommyuzala(Phindileis

cominghere)

Me:Bashonjalo(SoI'veheard)

Sakhile:Wenotactingcrazyanythingthatwillpiss

heroff

Me:Pleasejustallowthingstoworkoutontheir

own.Don'taskmeaboutPhindiledon'tusup

Hesmiles.



Me:Stopitpleaseleaveimamaalone

Theywhistle.

Sbahle:Doyouneedmetoprepareanything

Me:Ifyouwanttogothroughthetrouble

Thabiso:Idon'tSbahleissupposedtobeherewhen

Phindilecomes,shewasverypissedofduring

MphoandZeedrama

Me:Phindilewon'tbecominghereformy

relationshipandyallknowSbahleverywell

Linda:Andhowdoweknowher



Me:She'sbeeninmylifesinceforever,IthoughtI

lostherandIdidbutwefoundeachotheragain

Theylaugh.

Phindile

AfterSfisodroppedmeoff,Iwantedtoturnbackor

disappearbackhome.Whyisitsohardseeingthis

family.

Mzwakhe:Ngenaphela

Me:Sanibonani

Thabiso:YabonamanjeOlwethuandIarehanding

overthereignstoyouguys,Iamretiringfrombeing

eldestbrother



Welaugh.

Idon'tthinkoneretiresfrombeingabig.

Thabiso:Heistheeldestnowandyouthefirstwife,

youhavealwayshavebeen

Me:Yallstillcrazy

Mandlenkosicomesandgivesmethebaby.

Me:Ohmygoodness,whenlasthaveIheldababy

sawubonankosazane(Helloprincess)

IrunmyhanddownherefaceMzwakheleans

forward.

Me:YesprincessopenyoureyesohmyGod,



sawubonawenagogo

Mzwakhe:Andshelooksjustlikeyou

Mandlenkosi:Thereisareasonwhymybabydidn't

openhereyes

ShegrabsMzwakhe'sfinger,sheisbeautiful.She

hasmyeyes.

Mom:Wowokay

Istandup.

Me:Uzeungasidliwegogo(Don'teatus)

Iholdherhighup.



Mandlenkosi:Itsokaytheyhavetoseeit

Iholdherupthandropher.

Me:Mzwakheno

Mzwakhe:Youcrazy

Me:Iamnotdroppingherokayjustholdonplease

Mzwakhe

Shetakesherfrommeandholdsherupagain,than

dropsher.Sheturnsintoasnakeandwrapsaround

Phindile.

Phindile:SeeIwasn'tdroppingher,lookatyourugly

grandfatherhewantstokillme



Me:Canwetalk

Phindile:Heneedstoprovewhetherornotheisa

Bhengu,stopgoingafterhim

Me:Okay

Phindile:Myjobisdoneyoucantakethebaby

Shecries.

Phindile:Okaywhatishername

Me:Theboywantedustonamehimsince,Inamed

themyoucangoahead



Phindile:Younotgoingtohateme,phelawena

uyazondanawena

Ichuckle.

Phindile:Iwillthinkofone,thebabyhastostay

withmeuntil.Isilencethesnakeinher

Me:Thereisthebabydaddy

Phindile:Chaphelauwenaoshayaumthetho(You

theonewhocalltheshots)lookshe'ssmilingyou

smiling

Theybothsmilingandthatjustmeltsmyheart.

[06/22,12:45].:83

Phindile



Iamenjoyingtakingcareofthislittlecutiepie.I

checkthewatertemperature,itswarmenoughfor

metobathher.Iplaceherinsecuringherheadwith

myhand,sherelax.Icantellshelovesbeinginthe

water.ZithuleleandZakhelewerelikethat,they

wouldcrysobadwhenwetookthemout.Iam

goingtoquicklybathhersoshedoesn'tgetusedto

thewater.

Thedooropens.

IlookupitsSfiso,Isleptintheguestbedroom.I

didn'twanttodisturbhimwhenhecamebackfrom

work.

Sfiso:Eyabanilenganeheengokungabibiko

ubusukuobubodwasenenzeingane(Whosechildis

this,withonenightofmegone.Yallmadeababy)

Itakeheroutandwrapatowelaround.



Sfiso:Akasemuhleufananawe(She'ssobeautiful

shelookslikeyou)

Me:ThanisawubonaMkhulu(Sayhellograndpa)

Sfiso:Mkhuluwee(Grandpano)

Welaugh.

Me:Ididn'twantyoutogetdisturbsoweslepthere,

shewillbestayingwithmeforacouple.Ifthatis

okaywithyou

Sfiso:HowcanIsaynotosuchcanI

Hesmiles.



Yeahshehasthateffectoneverybody.

Zithulele

TheinspectorssaidthesamethingWaltersaid.I

amnottearingdownthewholebuildingsomething

mustbedone,mydooropens.Ilookupand

immediatelyrushtoher.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghereyouknowyounot

supposedtogoanywhere

Ihelphersitdownonthecouch.Sheisballooning.

Mpho:Ican'tbecoopedupinthehouse,plusthe

doctorsaiditsgoodonceinawhiletogetsome

freshair

Me:Mpho



Mpho:Iamsorry

Me:Yesgetmesomeorangejuiceandchicken

wings,abitofboththankyou.IambusyhereMpho

Idon'twanttoshout

Mpho:Oh

Shelooksdowncanshegivebirthalready.The

anxietyandsuspenseiskillingme.

Thetelephonerings.

Me:Yeah...OhMrPedro,thankyouanythingforyou

alrightseeyouthanthankyoubye...CallLanga

Langa:Zithulele



Me:IsyourPandsonpresentationready,theywill

beinthecountryintwodaystime

Langa:Yeahitsreadydoyouwantmeemailitto

you

Me:Blowmeaway

Ihungup.

Isendmomatext,Ineedherhelp.

Phindile

Iwasmakingfoodandtheywerebabysittingmy

baby,shehasn'tcriednotonebit.

Ntsika:Arebabiesthiscuteoritsjusther



Lwa:Waittilltheygetoldmonsters

Them:Hey

Helaughs.

Ntsika:Don'tlistentohim,sheismakingmysperm

twitchwhatishername

Me:Shedoesn'thaveaname

Ntsika:Haibo,she'sstillcuteanywayyesyouare

Sfiso:Iamgoingout,Ineedmoneyisthere

anythingIcangetforbothyouandthebaby



Ntsika:Babayourhands

Sfiso:Whatdoyouknowabouttakingcareofa

baby,khalawenankosazanekhonangizokuthatha

Indeedshecries.

Sfiso:Awubonikesawubonagogo

Welaugh.

Sfiso:OkayPhindilekuyeungasakhali

Hecomestothekitchenandopenstherefrigerator.

Sfiso:Nowthat,Ipayattentionmyrefrigeratorhas

neverbeenthisorganizeddamn.Phindilephela

don'tcrywhenIcomebackwithnothing,ohbeforeI



forgetacolleagueishavingaparty.Iwouldlovefor

youtocomewithme,noIamnotgivingyoumy

card

Hesighs.

Thantakesouthiswallet,pullingoutthecards.I

sometimeshandthembacktohim,onceIdon't

everythingIneedtodobecausetheyhis.Igrabthe

cardfromhim,andputitinmybra.

Me:Thankyou

Hekissesmycheekandleaves.

Zithulele

Maybeherbeingherewasn'tsuchabadidea.Igot

halfofmyworkdone.Iamtakingherbackhome,

justafewthingsIneedtodothanweleaving.



Me:Luyandiswa,Luyandiswa

Mpho:Thatssuchanoddanduniquename,Ihope

thesemunchkinsgetabeautifulnameandtheyare

healthy

Sheisgoingthroughthemost,maybeher

hormonesjustwantedtowatchmework.Thedoor

opens.

Ndiswa:Mpho

Shenods.

Ndiswa:WhatcanIdo

Me:Thebudget,Langaisdoingapresentationin



twodays.Pandsonarecoming

Ndiswa:Okayanythingelse

Me:Yeshowmuchwillitcostmetoredothatentire

wall

Sheleansback,Itakeofmyglasses.Ineedadrink,

astrongcolddrink.

Mandlenkosi

Icametocheckonmomandmylittlegirl.Zithulele

isbeingcrazyandIdon'tknowhowmuchlonger,I

canholdmyself.Hedoesn'tevenwanttoknowhow

wegoingtogoaboutfixingtheproblem,allhe

caresaboutisshoutingandmoney.

IseeherinthearmsofuncleMdu.



Me:Weeizophukainganeyam(Mybabyisgoingto

break)

Isitnexttohim.

Me:Sawubonagogosawubonamamaz

Shesmiles.

Thedooropensandcloses.

Sfisoappearswithpackets,heseesusandlaugh.

Sfiso:WeeizophukalenyonganeMandlenkosi(The

babyisgoingtobreak)



Welaugh.

Mom:Mandlenkosi

Me:Ijustcametocheckonyouguys

Mom:Talkedtoyourfather

Me:Thatsnotgoingtohelpmeinanyway.Ineed

mybabytobeabletocontrolherselfinfrontof

people

Ican'thaveherboomturningintoasnakeinfront

ofpeople,momwillbeabletomakeitsilent.

Sfiso:Thisbabydoesn'thaveaname

Mom:HowaboutThingolwenkosazane



Sfiso:That'sabeautifulname

Mdu:Letstryit..Don'tfallokayotherwiseyour

crazydaddywillkillme

Heputsherdownandwellallshouthername,she

fallsonSfiso'slegssincehewasstanding.

Sfiso:Ntombazane

Me:HeyIamyourdaddy

Welaugh.

Iamtryingtolookdownondad,butItrustmom

andSfisomorewithmybaby.Iknowtheywillgive

heranythingsheneedsandmore.



Me:OkaykeIwillseeyouagain

Mom:Okaymybaby

Sfiso:ShomfananobabakaThingo

Ismileandheadout.
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Phindile

MzwakhewashereandSfisowasn'tthrilled.Ifyou

arguewithMzwakhe,thenyouwastingyourtime

becauseniggerdoesn'tgiveafuck.Hesaysheis

hereforThingo,Mandlenkosiisgoingtobepissed

off.Mzwakhehasalwaysbeenthejealoustype,he

wantseverythingtobeaboutMzwakhe.



Mzwakhe:CanItakeher

Me:She'syourgrandchildtoo

Mzwakhe:Ididn'tcomeheretofight,tshelaugogo

angizelangaukulwa

Me:Whatyouhereforthan

Mzwakhe:Thiscutething

Me:Mzwakheshe'sstillababydon'tbeholdingher

likethatwhatiswrongwithyou

Hechuckles.

Mzwakhe:Sheishellafineangithwenamommy



Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Okay,Icametocheckonyou

Me:Iamhappyasyoucansee,ifyounotherefor

ThingothanpleaseleaveSfiso'shouse

Mzwakhe:Iamgoingtoenjoyfuckingyouagain

Me:Inyourdreams..Mzwakheleave

Helooksaroundthehouse.

Mzwakhe:Okay.Iamgoingbye

Heleaves.



Nonhle:HecameherelookingforAyandaright

Me:Idon'tknowIcan'treadhismind

Thatsstrange.

Mzwakhe

Iheaddownforbreakfastanditsafullhouseof

snakes.

Me:Andthan

Sizwe:Wakhe

Me:Skhulu..Letmeguesssomethingwrongwith

inkosazane



Sizwe:Mmm

Me:Arewesupposedtofindout

Hesighs.

AmanwalksinCynthiasmiles,whyamIstillliving

withthesepeople.

Sizwe:Nduna

Nduna:Ndunayami

Sizwe:Soyithinilento(Whatarewegoingtodo)

Cynthia:Beforeyalllaughandaskstupidquestions,



yeswetogetherandwehavechildren

Theylookatmeandlaugh.

Me:Whatisgoingon

Sizwe:WeneedtobeonourmotherfuckingA

game,whenitcomestoPhindileandLuyandiswa

Zithulele:Momisdying

Sizwe:Idon'tknowbutwesensesomebadenergy

around

Andthanahugebigsnakefallsthroughtheroof,

shatteringtheglasstable.Everybodyisupandout

thefrontdoorexceptforthesnakes.



Welaugh.

Linda:Itwasn'tthisbigwhenwelastsawit

Myheartisbeatingoutofitschest.

Mandlenkosi

Ichangebacktomyhumanself.Ineedtoworkon

myperfectlanding.

BabThabiso:Boyexplainyourself

Dad:Whyyoujumpingoutofbuildingsandwhyare

youthisbig

Me:Iamsorry



Istartcleaningupthemess.

Dad:Mandlenkosiyinieverythingokaywithmom

Me:"Uhmmyotherchildhasmiraculously

appearedinfrontofmyqueenandIcantellhe

didn'tcomewithgoodintentions"

Dad:Otherchildwhatareyoutalkingabout

Sizwe:Whoishehowdoeshelooklike

Me:"Exactlylikeme,youknowwhitelighter.Iam

notworriedaboutherlosingherhappiness,butam

concernedaboutherlosingherlife"

Iputmyhandsdeepinsidemypockets.



Me:"Theprincessneverreallyexplainedeverything

andthekingshidsomefacts"

Sizwe:Whatcanwedotoprotecther

Me:"Getherbackthisside,sheismuchmore

strongerwithhimthanapart.YesIknowhedidn't

treatherwellandifanythinghappenssheisgoing

tosacrificeherself"

Sizwe:Shefreedyoufromyourcursewhatisthe

worstthatcanhappen

Me:Okayenoughyousaidyourpeace

Dad:Mandlenkosikwenzakalan

Idon'tknowanythingaboutthefamilieshistory,allI



knowthereweretwins.Theboyandthegirl,thegirl

gavebirthtoMkhulu.Theboyisherenowcoming

forthethrone,justlikeSwazi.

Swazi

Idon'tknowthismanandIthoughthewasmy

father.

Him:Seeshecouldn'teventell,Iamnotherbaby

daddy

Me:WhyshouldItrustyou,Ihaveeverythingunder

control

Him:Ohthat'sfunnybecausetheyknowaboutyou

andtheypreparedforyou

IlookatShaun.



Him:IcanhelpyoubutIalsowantsomethingin

return

Me:Idon'tknowyouokayyoumakelooklikethe

personwhomademe,butIcan'ttrustyou

Him:Madeyou

Helaughs.

Me:Whatsfunny

Him:Youwerenevermadeyouarewhatdothe

smartpeoplecallit,waityesartificialinsemination.

Theprincedidn'tsleepwithyourmotherandmade

ababy,noyourmotherstolehisgloryandgot

herselfpregnant



Ichuckle.

Me:Okaythisisaprank,Shaungetyourcameras

out.AmIontheyoujustgotprankshow

Him:B

Me:OkayenoughIhavehadwithyougetout

Him:Okay

Hedisappearsrightbeforemyeyes.

Shaun:Haibo

Idon'tneedhelpfromanybody,Iamlayinglowso



thatwhenIattacktheydon'tseemecoming.

Phindile

Sfisojoinsmeoutsidewithatwobowlsoffruit

salad.Ipokeaforkinitandtakeabite.

Sfiso:Didhesignthedivorcepapers

Me:No

Henods.

Sfiso:Didyounoticeanythingstrangethat

happenedtoday.Notsayinganythingbut

Me:MyloveIdon'tknow,hedidseemodd.I

couldn'thearsomeofhisthoughts



Sfiso:Didyouhithim

Ilookathim,helaughs.

Sfiso:Nobabythatmanislikeinyourfaceand

tenacious,nevermissestheopportunitytoflirtor

annoymewithjusthispresence

Me:Somethingiswrong

Whatcouldbetheproblemnow.
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Phindile

Ifindalittlequietplaceandgothroughthisfamily

album,itsmyfirsttimeopeningitsincethe

princessgaveittome.Ifeelliketheprincesshid

somethingsfrommeandwhatIamaboutto



unpack,isn'tgoingtobemusictomyears.

Whyarepeopleafterthesnake,dotheyevenrealize

thedangerthatcomeswithhavingsuchpowers.

Voice:Youdon'tneedthat

Thealbumburnsinfrontofmyeyes,Ican'tscream.

Ican'tmovemybody,Iwatchitburntoflames.

Him:YouwanttoknowwhyIamdoingthisright,

wellyouhadyourfundoingaverybadjobmydear.

Youdidn'tunderstandwhatyouweredoing,you

couldn'tevenkeepaman.Iamheretofreethe

shadow,yesIknowthewholecreaturethingwill

comeback.That'stheplantoraiseawholearmyof

them,letmetellyoualittlehistoryaboutourside

Hetakesmetotheriver.



Him:Youseethisplacelooksfamiliarright,thisis

theriver

Wedisappeartoanotherplace.

Him:WelcometothetheZumapalacewell

technicallyBhengu,butwenottheremydadwas

adoptedbysomeZuma,theylosteverythingand

ourlovelyancestorsledthemhere.Thepalaceand

thiskingdomwasnowknownaskwaNxamalala,

thisiswhereyouwillfindme

Iwakeupgasping.

Mzwakhe

Andilewasbackthistimehebroughthiswhole

familybackandtheyinmyhouseyoh.



Andile:Ithoughtyouhadeverythingincontrol

Mzwakhe

Me:HowisthismyfaultAndile

Andile:Yeses

Hegrabsaglassandpourswhiskey.

Me:Ialsowanttodealwiththisboyquicklybutmy

wiferefuses

Andile:OfcoursePhindilerefusesyoudon'tlisten

tothewomanwhenyourfamilyisindanger

Me:Shutup.Wenottouchingtheboyunlessshe

saysotherwiseokay



Sbahle:Youback

Onika:Don'tgetmewrongthisisalovelybeautiful

bighousebut.Ilovemyownhouse

Theylaugh.

Somethingisoffaboutme.

Phindile

Iwasn'thallucinatingheburnedthefamilyalbum

butwhy,whatisthattheydon'twantmetoknow.I

can'tallowthattohappen,howdoIstopthis.

Sfiso:Whereisyourring

Ilookatmyhand,itsgone.



Me:IputitonmewhenIwasgettingready

Hetookmyringalso.

Me:Hetookit

Sfiso:Who

Me:Themanthatwashere,hetookitanddidthis

Sfiso:Mzwakhetookyourring

Me:HisnotMzwakhe

Sfiso:What

Me:Gogohadtwinsaboyandagirl,thatgirlhad



Mzwakhe'sdad.Theboywasneverfound,wellhe

foundmeandhewantsthesnake

Sfiso:Andthat'snotagoodidea

Me:Iamthesnakeandsnakeismenobodycan

takeitunlessIgiveittothem

Sfiso:That'sgoodright

Me:Solongashedoesn'thurtanyone,hecanhave

it

Sfiso:Youwanttheancestorstostrikeagain,its

yourgiftyoucan'tgiveitawayjustbecauseyou

don'tcare.

Me:There'sonedangertothis



Sfiso:What

Me:Hecancontrolmesoifyouseeanythingoutof

theordinaryitsnotme,althoughitwilllookvery

veryreal.HelookslikeMzwakhebutheisnot

Mzwakhe,pray.PrayalotSfiso

Maybethiswholethingisablessingindisguise.

Himshowingupwhateverhisnamecanhelpme.

Mzwakhe

Me:OkayfamilyAndileisgoingtobestayingwith

usagainforalittlewhileuntilthingssettledown

Mandlenkosi:Why

Me:Theyindangerjustlikeus



Mandlenkosi:Theonlydangerhereisthembeing

here

IforgotIhavesuchchildren.

Me:Doyouknowsomethingaboutthemthat

nobodyisgoingtolike

Mandlenkosi:Yeahwell

Me:WellthanIguessyouhavetogosomewhere

else

Theylookatme.

Me:Angithumawakhouyenaongafunisiyilungise

lento(Yourmotheristheonewhodoesn'twantus



tosortthisout)

Mandlenkosi:Okay

Linda:NowthisisthetimetoproveareMzwakhe's

childormomisimportant

Mandlenkosi:Andthat'sexactlywhysheain'there.

Enjoyingherlifesomewheredeepinsideanother

man'sballs

Welaugh.

Mandlenkosi:Iamsorryyouweresaying

Me:Okaysonpleasetheyhavenowheretogo,

whatcanwedo



Mandlenkosi:Thetruthalwayshasawayofcoming

out,Ihopethisfriendshipisenoughtoescapeawar

Me:War,whatdidyoudo

Andile:Mewhatdidyoudo

Myphonebeeps.

AtextmessagefromPhindile,ifshecantextme

andalsowritebabakaZakhele.Iamwinningher.

Phindile

Nonhle:Phindileareyousureaboutthis

Me:Ihavetoseethepalaceformyself



It'sabout5hoursawayfromhere.

Nonhle:Ifeellikethisisatrap

Me:ItisatrapandIfeellikeifItouchdownthere

theywillholdmecaptive

Nonhle:Yourplanistogetyourselfkidnapped

Me:Theycan'tmistreatme,butIwon'tbeableto

leavethekingdom

Nonhle:PhindileIdon'tlikewhereyougoingwith

this

Me:Idon'tlikeittoobutitistheonlyway.

IgivehimwhathewantsandinreturnIgetwhatI



want.

Me:Ican'tkeeplivinglikethis,alwayssomething

disturbingmypeace

Nonhle:Ireallythinkyoushouldtakeaminuteand

collectyourself,goonvacationwithSfisotoclear

yourmindbeforemakingdrasticdecisions

Voice:Ithink,Imightlikewhatyouhaveinstore

HeappearsbehindNonhle.

Me:Howareyouabletodothistome

Him:Easyyourmancantoobuthemessedupand

theancestorsblockedthatgift.Isn'tyoumeltathis

presence



Me:Whatisyourname

Him:Bhekusiza,Ihaveohhadfourchildrenthere's

twonowBusaniandJojo.IlikeBusaniIamhoping

hetakesthethrown

Me:Holdon

Bhekusiza:Youseeingtoomuchnowbye

Hevanishes.
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Phindile

Hedoesn'tevengivemeawarning,hejustappears.



Siza:OhIamsorry,Ididn'tmeantostartleyou

Me:Ifyougoingtokeepdoingthishavesome

respectyoudon'tknowwhoIam

HemesmerizemeexactlyhowMzwakheusedto.

Siza:SowhatisthisgrandplanthatIwon'tbeable

toresist

Me:IwillgiveyouMambaandyourfatherback

Hechuckles.

Me:Iwonderwhyyouguysdidn'tsuffer,gogo

seemsasifshehatedtheseboys

Siza:Shejustcouldn'tfindtherightone



Me:Whydoyouwanttheshadow

Siza:Iamafraidthat'snotupfordiscussion

Me:Okay

Siza:Iwouldlikesomeplease

Itakeoutsomemorecupsandpreparecoffee.

Zithulele

MrPedroishereandhisson,Langaisready.We

entertheboardroom.Iamherejusttoobserve,I

don'tevergetinbetweenhimandhispresentation.

OhmyGod,mycravingskickinwhilehestartswith

hispresentation.Igrabmyphoneandorderonline,



chickennuggets.Nobodyunderstandsmy

obsessionwithnuggets,whenallofthisisover.I

amdietingnowayamIhavingahugegut.Not

sayingIdobut,Ihavetostartdietingsoon.

Ilookup.

Langaisdoingwellandtheclientsseemtobe

happyoratleast,Ihopeso.

Myorderwillarriveinthirtyminutes,Itextmy

assistanttoreceiveitandkeepitwarmforme.

MrPedro:Transportation

Langa:Wealreadyhavepermitspermittingusto

crosstheborder



MrPedro:Marvelousson

Hesighs.

Son:Itsanokaypresentationbutthecostingisvery

very,notwhatIexpected

Langa:Therearenoextrafees,thebudgetwasbuilt

withyourexpectation

Son:Itsalot

Langa:MrPedrowedon'tdoshortcutsandwe

deliveronlythebest

Son:Thebestondaylightrobbery

Langa:Iamsorryyoufeelthatway



Son:Somehowthebudgethastogodown

Langa:Everythinghasbeenaccountedfor

MrPedro:MrBhengu

Me:Iamjustobserving

Son:Cutsomethingsherethanwecantalk

Langa:Idonotappreciateyourtone,ifyounot

happythanyouhavenobusinesswithBhengu

cooperated

Son:Finethanlet'sgo



Theygetupandleave.

Me:Notevenalittlesmile

Helooksatme.

Me:Okay

Myphonebeeps.

Ismile.Myorderhasarrived.

Phindile

Siza:Temptingbutwhatisinitforme

Me:Youlookliketheman,Igettokeepmy

happinessandyougetwhatyouwant



Siza:Letmeunderstandyouperfectly.Youwantme

tokidnappedmycousinandposeashim,signthe

divorcepapers.Yougivememyshadowandthe

snake

Me:Assimpleasthat

Siza:Theywillno,Iamnotthatguy

Me:IcantrainyouonhowtobeMzwakhe

Siza:Ithoughtyoulovedhim

Me:Youalreadylookthepartandhaveeverything

heis

Hegetsupwalksaroundtheislandandstands



closetome.Ican'tgetoverthefactheiseverything

Mzwakheis.

Siza:IfIdothis

Me:Ononecondition

Siza:IfIdothisononecondition

Me:Nobodydies,thatshadowdoesnottouch

anyoneIvalue

Sfiso:OkayMzwakhelookingman

Hepusheshim.

Siza:Iwillthinkaboutit



Me:Ifyoudisappear,Iwillstopyouandyouwillpay

fortryingtocomeaftermeandmyfamily

Siza:Nomyqueenyouinnopositiontomake

threats,thisisnotapartnership

Me:Okaythanhaveityourway

Beforehecanevenspeak,Imakehimdisappear.

Thatwillconvincehim,Iknowthismaysoundevil

andIshouldn'tbedoingit.ButIhavenochoice

eitherthisorIwatchhim,takeMambaanduseone

familymemberasasacrifice.

Thismaygetmeintroubleinthelongrunbuthey

it'sMzwakhenobodywouldmissabeatabouthim

missing.



Zithulele

Zakheleentersmyoffice,hebunkedworkthisone.

Zakhele:Sohowdiditgo

Me:Theyleft

Zakhele:Theycomplainedaboutthecosting

Me:Idon'tcomecheapandIalsodon'ttakepeople

forgranted,mycompanywon'tfallbecauseofone

clientisunhappy.Mydadhasmoneylot'sandlots

ofmoney,weabouttohavetheMsomiclanuncle

Andile'sriches

Zakhele:Whatareyoutalkingabout

Me:What



Zakhele:WhataboutAndileandhisfortune

Me:Ididn'tsayanythingaboutAndilewhywouldI

talkabouthim

Zakhele:Weengiyawasabalamadlozi(Iamscared

oftheseancestors)

WhendidImentionAndile.

Mzwakhe

Myphonerings.

Me:Awkodwamawezinganezami(Themotherof

mychildren)

Phindile:Heyhusband



Me:WhatcanIdoformylovelywife

Phindile:Iamcomingovertomorrow,weneedto

talk

Me:Thatsnotgood

Phindile:Withthewholefamily,butalsoyouandI

havetospeaknotspeakspeak.Buttalk

Me:Okayyoucomfortablecomingover

Phindile:YesIam,Iwillseeyoutomorrowke

Me:Alrightbye



ShehungsupandItextthewholefamily"mommy

iscomingover"
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Mzwakhe

WegotafullhousetodayandIamlovingthevibe.I

jointheguysoutsidewithAndile,Iwasn'tgoingto

throwhimoutnoworlethimbecoopedupinhis

room.

Me:GuythisisAndile

Linda:Yallbestbuddiesnow

Andile:Areyoujealous

Theylaugh.



Me:StopokayPhindileiscomingovereveryoneis

goingtobeontheirbestbehavior,lerato

Iseeherstrollingwithaglassofwineonherhand,

shecomesover.

Me:IsNkanyisocoming

Rato:Ithoughtyougoingtotellmetosuckyour

ballsorsomething

Shewalksaway.

Me:Haiborato

Shetripsandfalls,stillholdingherglasssteadily.

Welaugh.



Ntandopicksherup,Idon'tlikewhatisgoingonbut

Ihopetheycanfixit.

Nka:Yeah

Me:Comeover

Nka:Mzwakhea

Me:Iamnotaskingyou

Ihungup.

Phindile

SeeingtheBhengu'sonmyowndisaster,that'swhy

Iamgoingwiththewholefamily.Sfisohasgoneto

work,hewillcomebywithhisbrothers.NonhleI



hopesheisreadytochillwiththem,Ayandastill

refusingtocomeoutandheishavingthebesttime

ofhislife.

Nonhle:Thecarshouldjustturnaroundandtake

mebackhome

Me:Ohstopit,Nathandon'tlistentoher

Nonhle:Whydoyouneedallofusthere

Me:TheyboysNonoandIcan'thandlethemby

myself,witheveryonetherewhenitstimetogoits

timetogo

Nonhle:OhIgetit

Me:YesyouknowthemNonhleonelookfrom



Mzwakhe,it'sover

Welaugh.

Myphonerings.

Me:Hey

Luyanda:Canyallpickmeupalso

Me:Noproblemwecoming

Hehungsup.

Me:Nathancanwegototherichsuburbs

Nonhle:Why



Me:Luyandawantsustopickhimup

Nonhle:Ohokay,okayatleasthimbeingtherewill

calmmynervesdown

Zithulele

Mydayislookingverybusy,IhopeIwillmakeitin

timeandstillcatchmomhome.

Dr:Mylovelypatients

Welaugh.

Me:Heydoc

Dr:Letsstraightintoit



Me:Thesebabiesbetterbeokaynowandreadyto

givebirth

Dr:Uhmnopetheystillcomfortableinthebelly

Mpho:Everythingokay

Dr:Haveyouexperiencedanypainordiscomfort

Mpho:No

Dr:Good

Sheturnsontheheartsoundandmyheartjust

melts.



Me:Docstop

Dr:Thesearetwohealthyheartbeats

ThesebabiesIkidyounottheybetterbemines

otherwise,IwillkillMpho.Iwillshoveasnake

downherthroatsobad.

Mpho:Ouch!

Me:Didtheyjustkick

Mpho:EverytimeIamwithyouitsneveragood

experience,Ibeexperiencingsomuchpain

Ilaugh.

Phindile



Wearriveatthemansion,Thingocries.

Me:Weenganekagogoaskies.

Weheadinside.

Mzwakhe:Haibo

Hetakesherfromme.

Mzwakhe:Askiesmommyukwenzaniugogohuh

ukwenzani(Whatisgrandmadoingtoyou)

Me:Shelovescarrides,sheloveswaterbaths.She

isjustchilled

NonhleandLuyandaenter,thisishugestepinthe

rightdirection.Itakebackthebabyfromhimand



shesmiles.

Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

Sheputsherbagdownandtheyhug.

Itbecomesanemotionalmoment.

Mzwakhe:Iamsorry,Iamsosorry.Iknowitsnot

enoughbutfromthebottomofmyheart,Iamvery

sorry

Nonhle:Youbroughtmepaindog,youbroughtme

somuchpain

Iturnaround,IseeBhekusizainthemiddleofthe

pool.



Mzwakhe:Iamsorry

Nonhle:Youbeagoodmannow

Mzwakhe:Ipromiseyou

Nonhle:OkaywherearethewinesLeratopourme

somegirlyoufeelgood

Welaugh.

Andile:Hi

Me:AndileMsomi

Hesmiles.



Me:Holdherforonesec

Zithulele

Idecidedtobringheralongtothefamilygathering,

takemymindoffthingsandmakeherhappy.

Mpho:Younottakingmehome,Ithoughtyouhated

me

Me:Idobuttodayisahappydayforme

Mpho:OkaygoodbecauseIcansmellsomebraai

meat

Igetoutandwalktotheotherside,Iopenthedoor

forher.

Me:Willyoubeabletogetout



Mpho:Iampregnantnotimmobile

Shegetsoutandasksmetoremovehershoes,we

headinside.

Dad:Mfanawami

Heisinagoodmood.

Dad:Mpho

Me:Youingoodspirits

Momentersohthatswhy.

Me:Ihopeitsokaybringingheraround



Mom:Hellomybuttercup

SheplayswithMpho'sbelly.

Mom:Canyoukickforgrandma

Me:Momstopwiththegamesarethesemybabies

Mom:Youtwoarenotworthyofknowingwhether

theyyourkidsornot,becauseofyourbehavior

towardseachother.IknowandIalsocan'tsay

anything,shejusthastopraytheyBhengu's.

Khahlelaniphelawee

Theynotkickingwelaugh.

Phindile



Ifonlyweremainedthishappyasafamily,nowwe

alloverandmessedup.

Mzwakhe:Somommywhowasthatguyinthepool

Me:Yourcousin,remembertheprincesshadtwins

wouldyouguysbekeeninknowingthemand

visitingthepalaceandthekingdom

Theylookateachother.

Mzwakhe:Aretheybadpeople

Me:YouandthemaretheonlyremainingBhengu's,

itsfivehoursaway.Iwillbegoingtovisitthemand

Ithinkyouguysshouldtoandmaybehaveaget

together



Mzwakhe:Sizweexpressedyouandourdaughter

mightbeindanger

Me:Ican'tprotectdeathifithastohappenthanit

will,butwecan'tliveourlivesinfearyoufucking

MzwakheBhengu.Ifyouletmeorourdaughterdie

thanwell

Sakhile:YoufuckingMzwakheBhengu

Linda:Uzwile(Youheard)

Heleansback.

Mzwakhe

Luyanda,Iamhappyheisherewedefinitelynot

goingtobesmilingandlaughinglikeweusedto.

ButIamhappyandalsoconfusedwhynowwould

hesuddenlycome,thatdoesn'tmatter.



Sfisoandhiscrewarrivewithablastfromthepast,

haibo.

Thabiso:Zoe

Welaugh.

Phindileseeshim.Theyapproacheachother,she

hugshimandtheykiss.Youcanseeandfeelthe

sparkbetweenthem.

Linda:Zoehaiboahsothisisthebitchyoucheated

onmewith

Musa:Whoyoucallingabitch

Letshaveonenightwithoutanydrama.



Phindile:Nofightingpleaseweheretohaveagood

time

Ican'tstandsomeonethisclosetoPhindile.My

insidesliterallyboiltothemax,calmdown

Mzwakhe.

Phindile:IwilltakeZoeandyouboyswon'tkilleach

other,Sfiso

Sfiso:Thisb*tchrighthereain'tgonnatouchme

Linda:Haahecalledyouab*tch

IntrueLindaniformhewon'tkeepquiet,trusthimto

addmorefueltothefire.Iamremainingcoolain't

nobodyreadyformetopop.
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Mzwakhe

IfeellikePhindileishidingsomething,anditsbig.

Shedidn'tgivestraightanswersandshedidn'tlook

okay,IhopethatSfisoistreatingherwellotherwise

wegoingtohaveabigproblem.

Me:SizweIfeellikePhindileishidingsomething

Sizwe:Iwouldn'tknowmaybe,Ican'treadhermind

Me:Isthatmanreallyourcousin

Sizwe:HereisthehonesttruthMzwakhe,eitherhe

killsherorshekillshim.Ifhekillsherthan,that

meansonebyoneallofusaregoingtodie



Thabiso:What

Sizwe:Phindileisthesnakeandthesnakeis

Phindile,there'snowayoutunlesstheycometo

someresolution

Me:Ifnot

Sizwe:Theonlysolutionwellwecan'thavehistory

repeatitself

Me:Ifitsgoingtohelpdon'tyouthinkweshoulddo

it

Sizwe:Itwon'thelpPhindiledoesn'thavethe

strengthshedidbackthan

Me:Wewillbeamazedbythekindofstrengthshe



has

Sizwe:LetPhindilehandlethisone,ifsheinvolves

usthingsareboundtogowrongbecause.Wewon't

agreetowhatshehastodo,toprotectus

Theyknowsomethingalsoandhidingit.

Phindile

ItsSfiso'sdayoffandIamplanningtohavesome

funtimewithhim.TheinfamousBhekusizaappears.

Sfiso:Iactuallyhadagreattimewiththosefreaks,

whenitcomestogettingdown

Me:Theysuredogetdown

Sfiso:Weain'tlaughingbuddiesbutforonce,Ifelt



likeweweretreatedwithrespect

Siza:AmIdoingitright

Me:Youneedtomesmerizeme

Siza:Whywepracticingcan't,Ipossesshimsign

thedivorcepapersforyouandvoila

Me:Itoldyounobodydies

Siza:Ph..Nkosazane

Me:Nowdoitagain

Mdu:Whoyoutalkingto



Me:Him,weneedtobuyyouclothes.Youneedto

startdressinglikehim

Siza:Thisisadisasterwaitingtohappen,giveme

theshadowandwewon'tkillanyoneunlessyou

reallywantmzalaoutoftheway.Ihaveakingdom

torunnotplayhouseohwow

Mybreathstops.

Hegetsupandcomestome.

Siza:GivemetheshadowandIwillbeoutofyour

hair

Heletsgoofme,Igasp.

Mzwakhe



WegetawonderfulsurprisingvisitfromNonhle,

shelookshellafine.Theshortcurlywetlookand

redlips,Ayandausedtogocrazyoverthat.

Ihavetofindawaytogethimout.

Me:Yellowbone

Nonhle:Uhmyes

Mandlenkosi:Peoplefrommentalinstitutionsdon't

lookthishot

Me:Mandlenkosi

Nonhle:WehaveaseriousproblemandImean

Phindilehaslostherdamnmindseriousproblem



Iknewit.

Me:Letstalk

Sakhile:WhatisPhindileuptoknow

Nonhle:Idon'tcompletelyunderstandwherethis

suddenhateifcancallitthat,comesfrom.Imean

sheisveryhappy

Pearl:Nonhle

Nonhle:Can'tyouseesheisturning

Pearl:YouherbestfriendwhetheryouareaNono

ornot,youherbestfriendsister

Nonhle:Youdon'tknowPhindilelikeIdo



Pearl:Iknowwhatthedarksideofthisfamily

comeswith

Nonhle:P

Pearl:Nonhle

Sizwe:Whatisgoingonkanti

Pearl:Nonhle

Nonhle:Youhelpingherwiththis

Pearl:Iamnotsheneedstofigurethisoutby

herselfwithoutusinterfering,yougohomenowand

shewon'tbehappythatyoucamehere



Me:CanIconvinceher

Pearl:Youcanbut

ShelooksatSizwe.

Pearl:LetPhindilebetheonetotelluswhattodo,

theonlythingwecandoistomakeherhappy.Keep

herhappyatalltimesyes,yeah

Welookatwhereshe'sstaringat.

Sizwe:OhmyGodnosnapoutofit,Pearl

Heshoutsinadeepvoice,shefaints.

Sizwe:Fuck



Phindile

IplacethejugonthetableandwaitforSfiso.

Voice:Yousayyoudon'twantmekillinganyone,

butyourpeoplearemeddlinginmybusiness.Now

theystartingtogetsuspicious

Whatishegoingonabout.

Sfiso:WowthislooksbeautifulsorryIamtookso

long

Wekiss.

Me:Youalwayssobusynow,Idon'tgetthetimeto

spoilyou



Sfiso:Ishouldbespoilingyou

Me:Don'tsweatit

Sfiso:Iseeghostmanbroughtyourringback

Me:Hehaspowersjustlikeme,letsnottalkabout

him

IseeavisionofNonhleatthemansion.

Me:OkayfineIwillfixit,canIenjoythisinpeace.

Okayyouhavemealltoyourself,howiswork

Sfiso:Ithink,Iwanttostop

Me:Haibo



Sfiso:Ibeenadoctorallmylifealittlebreakisnot

goingtohurtanyone.Igotmoneytolastme

decades

Me:Really

Helaughs.

Me:Ibeswipinglikethere'snotomorrow

Sfiso:Youknowwhatelseyoucan

Me:AyaySfisodon'tyourest

Sfiso:Youtheonewhogotmeaddicted,whoknew

amagogolikeyoucangetdownlikethat



Me:Babyletsnottalkaboutsex

Sfiso:Toolate

Hekissesme.

Mzwakhe

Mxo:Ithoughtyoudidn'twantmetocome

Me:YoursisterisactingupandIthinkyoutheonly

onethatcanbringherdowntoearth

Mxo:Idon'tknowmanthatisdangerous,maybe

thoseguysarestilloutthere

Me:ShemayhatemebutIthink,shehasn'tdealt

withsomeofthetraumashewentthrough.Losing

you



Mxo:IfIremembercorrectlyyou

Me:Shutup

Helaughs.

Me:Iwillfindawaytobringyouback,sheisacting

strangeandIdon'twanthertohurtherselfor

anyoneelse

Mxo:Iamfinehere,letthedeadrestinpeace

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Bye



Hecutsthecall.

Phindileisdealingwithsomepainandsheis

maskingit,Idon'twanthertohurtherself.Butifits

onethingIlearnedfromher,istotrusther.

Me:Mamba,mom,dad,princessBhenguifyou

listeninghelpourqueen.Iknow,Iwrongedyouand

disappointedbigtimebutsheneedsusnowmore

thanever.Don'tallowdarknessandunhappiness

prevailonusagain.Icomebeforeyouallriseup

andhelpusdefeatthisevil
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Mzwakhe

Theancestorsheardme,ghettoisherewithour

lovelysister.

Sakhile:Ain'tyoudead



Ghetto:Iamalivebaby,Iamalive

Thabiso:Youmarriedthisguy

Me:Withoutusthere

Kea:Canneverhidanythingfromyou

Evenshetoolookslikedad.

Me:Whyyouback

Ghetto:Theprincespokeandwehadtolisten

Themightytwinsenterfromthefrontdoor,ohthey

reallylistenedtome.



Lungelo:Werestingwhyyouwakingusup

Atfirstwecouldn'tdifferentiatebetweenthetwoof

them,nowweknowwhosewho.

Lungelo:Thequeengotit

Me:Whatisgoingtohappennowwecanlosethat

cousinofoursright

Ghetto:Won'tbeeasythoughKingBhekusizacan

controlourqueen,whenheappearstheworldstops

Me:Ithoughtnobodyismorepowerfulthan

Phindile

Lungelo:Youalsohavethepowertocontrolherbut



youfuckedupand,theytookitawayfromyou

Ghetto:Notnecessarilytookitbutyouunableto

useit,becauseofhowyoutreatedPhindile

Lungelo:Ourjobistobreakthat,soweare

preparingforwar.Whateverhappenswecan'tlose

Phindile,ifshediesweperishaswell

Me:Excuseme

Thisisalltoomuchformetohandle.

Phindile

Iwassittinglookingdown,Sizawaspacingupand

downinfrustration.Ilookandasheisabouttohit

himahandstopshimandpusheshim,insidethe

pool.Igetupandbreatheheavily.



Me:Thankyou

Sfiso:Iamgoingtohatethismotherfucker

Hehugsme.

Sfiso:Whathappened

Me:Uhmourdealfellthrough

Sfiso:Whatdealwasthat

Me:SeeingashelookssomuchlikeMzwakhe

Isigh.



Me:Theywouldswitchplaces,inexchangetheking

wouldsignthedivorcepapersandIgivehimthe

snakeandsomethingelse

Sfiso:Nonhleisrightyouarechanging

Me:Iamnot

Sfiso:ClearlyamInotlovingyouright

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:Itdoesn'tmatterwhathedidwhatmattersis

you,whydoyouwanttorevengeyourself.Idare

youtousethatline,Iamasnakeitsinmynature.

Thesnakedidn'tsayabusepeopleormisuseyour

giftnowdidit



Me:No

Sfiso:ThanwhatisgoingonokaymaybeIambeing

tooharshbutyouneedtohearthis.Youactinglike

nobodycares,Icare.Iloveyouwomanwhatisso

hardthere,ahahPhindilestopthisbeaqueenthat

youarenotthisnonsense

Me:"Youmayhavegottenthroughtoherbutyou

madeabigmistake.Iamcomingforyouall"

Sfiso:Comeletsgoinsideandgetyousomegood

d*ckmaybeyourbraincanfunctionalittlebit

Ismile.

Hegrabsmyhand,weheadinside.



Mzwakhe

IgotalittleemotionaltherebutIamgoodnow,I

decidetocallPhindile.

Phindile:Heyhusband

Me:Yinikodwa

Phindile:Iamokayjustwentthroughsomethings,I

amokaynow

Me:Yousurebecause

Phindile:Iamfinehusband

Me:Youdon'tsoundconvincingbutthat'sokay,I

willyouaround



Phindile:Okayhaveagoodday

Shehungsup.

Sheentersandstraddleme,Isigh.

Me:Sinceyouknoweverythingtellmewhat

Phindileisupto

Sbahle:Thatwillhurtyouanywayweoverthat

Ikissherandturnoverwithher,shesmiles.

Zithulele

Mphotookmebabyshopping,Idon'tmindwebeen

somewhatgettingalong.



Mpho:Youcan'tbetakingboystuffwhatifthey

girls

Me:Drsaidboys

Mpho:Couldbeumbilicalcord

Ilaugh.

Me:WhateversolongtheycomeoutasBhengu's

Mpho:Canwegoforlunchafterthisoryoumust

headbacktowork

Dadhasadvisedmeneversaynotoapregnant

woman.

Me:SureIcansqueezeinafewminutes



Someladieswalkpassusandclicktheirtongues

thanrolltheireyes.Mphoturnsaround.

Mpho:Excuseme,hello

Shefollowsthem,Igrabherhand.

Me:Stopit

Mpho:Haibo

Me:Youwantdadtokillyou

Mpho:Peoplecan'tjustwalkpassandclicktheir

tongues



Me:Leaveit,it'snotworthit

Mpho:Zithulele

Me:Mpho

Mpho:Okaypheladonethisshoutatme

Sheshovestheclothesonmychestandwalks

away.

Isigh.

Phindile

Thisisnowafairfight,notonhisside.Hewillbreak

meandmakemepay.Hehasnobodytoblamebut

himself.



Siza:Yourighttheminuteyoumademedisappear

waswhenIknew,Ilost

Me:Pleaseleave

Siza:Pleasecome,Iamhostingaroyalfamily

dinnerandIwillbeonmybestbehavior.Iwantto

showeveryonethebigmistaketheymade

Me:YoualreadykingwhydoyouwantMamba

Siza:Youletmeworryaboutthatmyqueen,please

dohonortheinvite.Iwillsendsomeroyalgarments

andwecanbematching

Helaughs.

Siza:Iamjokingbye



Hedisappears.

Iwakeupgasping.
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Aweeklater

Phindile

Iwatchhimturnover,Ifinishdressingupandsigh.

Webeenatthepalaceforanentireweek,theking

didkeeptohispromiseofnotdoinganything.But

hedidn'tshyawayfromirritatingtheshitoutof

them,Ilaughjustthinkingaboutit.

Sfiso:Iamgladyoufindthisfunny

Iwalkovertothebedandleandown,wekiss.



Me:Hey

Sfiso:Goodthingweleaving

Theroyaldinneristonightthenextdayweoutof

here.

Me:Youokay

Sfiso:IfyouhappythanIamcomplete

Me:Okaygofreshenup,Iwillaskoneofthe

servantstobringusbreakfast

Sfiso:Canwetakethisbedwithuswow,Inever

enjoyedmysleeplikethis



Ichuckle.

Hekissesmycheek,Iheadout.

Mzwakhe

Itslikeheismytwin,leavethekidsthatlooklikeme.

Buthim,himeverseenareplicaofyouthatdoes

everythingyoudo.SpeakthewayIdo,mykidsare

differentintheirownway.Iamhavingaheart

attack,Sbahle'ssecretwasrevealed.Theminutewe

walkedin,shetransformedbacktoNthatiand

everyonestillacceptsher.

Webeenhereforaweek,wedecidednottobring

thekids.Wedon'ttrustthismanandwecan'trisk

anythinghappeningtothem.

Busani:Goodmorning



Siza:Morningson

Phindile:Helloeveryone,isitpossibleifIgetoneof

youwonderfulsoulstobringbreakfasttomyroom

Me:Why,Ndlangamandladoesn'twanttojoinusfor

breakfast

Sakhile:Mzwakhestop

Welaugh.

Sfiso:Itsokaymylovewecansitwiththem,since

youwanttogotherewecan

Siza:Nofightinginmypalaceplease

Thabiso:Sohowcomeyoudon'thaveawife



Siza:Shedied

Thabiso:OhIamsorry

Me:Isthatwhyyousoallovermywife

Siza:Youknowwhatyesthebothofyouaredoinga

lousyjobinlovingher.Shameatleastheistrying,

apparentlyyoucan'trulethiskingdomwithouta

companion.Whoknowsmaybethequeencanfallin

lovewithmeandweruletheworld

Me:Inyourdreams

Siza:We'llsee

Zithulele



Theparentsarelivingitupintheroyalpalaceand

wearetotallymissingout,butit'scoolforsafety

reasonswehadtostaybehind.

Me:Comein

Langaenters.

Me:AwBhengu

Hehandsmeafile.

Me:Wegotthecontract

Langa:Whatsmyname

Me:Shutthefrontdoor



Langa:MrPedrohimselfhanddeliveredit

Me:AndyouseewhyIalwaysgoofonyouniceone

Langa:Inthenextcomingweekwecanstart

building

Anemailpop'sup,moneyisin.

Ismile.

Phindile

Siza:Don'tfallnow

Hepicksmeup.



Iwastryingtopicksomepeaches,theyhavehuge

beautifulpeachtrees.Iaminheaven,thisisa

beautifulkingdom.Thepeoplearefaroutthe

palace,there'sasmalltownZithulelewouldlove

thiskindofvibeintermsofbuildingsomethinghere.

Me:Thankyou

Siza:Youwelcome

Westareateachother.

Me:Iamengaged

Siza:Iknow

Me:Stoplookingatmelikethat



Siza:Youtheonelookingatmelikethat,youknow

heisnotgoingtodivorceyou

Me:Hewill

Siza:Your

Sfiso:Everythingokay

Ismile,Sizarollshiseyesandwalksaway.

Sfiso:Wemagumedeakuvengibulalananjalo(I

knowhowtokill)

Ilaugh.

Me:Hecan'tcontrolmearoundyou,youhaveto

makesurehedoesn'tfindout



Sfiso:Iknowgogotoldme,shesaidimustbevery

carefulalso

Me:EvenIcan'tknow,doyouwantustogoseethe

townbeforetonightandbringsomesouvenir

Sfiso:No,Ihaveabetteridea

Hetakesmyhandandmypeachbasket.

Zithulele

Isentbothmybabymama'smoney,whowas

gratefulthecrazyMpho.Idon'tunderstandnow

whatistheissuewithkim.

Me:Comein



KC:MrBhengu

Me:NexttimegirljustcomeinandcallmeZithulele,

itfeelsweirdyouaguyandlikenje

KC:Si,Zithulele

Heisaverygoodassistant,hedealswithmy

tantrumsbetterthananyone.Icanimagine.

Me:Idon'twanttogotoanymeetingseither,so

don'tboremewiththat

KC:Okay,Iwillseeyoutomorrow

Me:Goodboy

Heleavesandcomesback.



Me:Nugget,cookiesandcreamwhenIgettomy

car

KC:Yesboss

HeleavesbeforeIshoutathim.
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Zithulele

Wedidn'texpectthemtobebacksosoon,they

werelaughinganddadwasgrumpy.Mothermust

havedonesomething,sheistheonlyonewhocan

getdadlikethis.

Zakhele:Dad

Heignoreshim.



Me:Whathappened

BabSakhile:Mommywasalittlebittootouchy

feelywiththeking

BabLinda:Yousawhowtheyweremoving,they

weresosexualandall

Theylaugh,dadgetsupandwalksaway.They

laughevenharder.

Me:Thatsnotnice

BabLinda:Letmeshowyou

BabThabiso:Youtookavideo



Theycrackup.

"Stopit"

Whoisthisladynowshe'sgorgeous.

BabLinda:Nothisisgold

Alex:Lindani

BabLinda:Okay

Heputshisphoneaway,theylaugh.

Her:IamNthati

Me:Dadsgirlfriend



Nthati:Youknowmeas

Us:Sbahle

Okayitsalwayssomethingwiththesesnakes,wtf.

Phindile

Wearebackhome,Mzwakhesaideveryoneinthe

carletsgoorheisblowingusall.Thisisnotfunny,

nobodyissupposedtoshowweakness.Everyone

needstobestrongandfightotherwiseSizaisgoing

totakeusdown.

Mdu:Makotiwasubamuhlekangaka(Youlooking

verybeautiful)

Me:Well,lotsofloveandsomed*ck



Mdu:Icanseeevenyourmangrewsomebuffness

Me:Itsthatgoodp*ssy

Iwhisperthatpart,helaughs.

Mdu:Whereishe

Me:Restingupstairshetooksometimeoff

Mdu:Thankyouforlovingmybrotherandjust

beingthereforus.Noteventhatdemonusedtocall

andcheck,youspendhoursandhourswantingto

knowwhereweareandwhatwedoing

Musa:Withthatsaid



Hehandsmeabigbouquetofflowers.

Me:Musa

Musa:SiyabongaMakoti(Thankyou)

Myphonerings.

Me:HeymydarlingokayIwillbetherethankyou.

Lwandile

Lwa:Ma

Heentersthekitchenrunning.

Me:Zinhlesaystakemetoherstudio,Iwillgotalk

toyourfather



Lwa:Eishokay

Me:Puttheseinwater

Igrabthetrayandheadup.

Zithulele

IkeeptryingKimberlyandsheisnotanswering.

Nthati:Cheerupitsnotthatbad

Me:Idon'tknownowwhatImustdo,Iknowiam

crazybutImadeapromisetotakecareofbothof

them.Mphoyeshasbeendemandingalotofmy

timebut

Nthati:Maybeyoushouldchangeyourstatement



from,ImadeapromiseMphothisto.Iknow,I

haven'tmadethetimetoseeyouanditsmy

responsibilitytocheckhowyouandthebabyare

doing,availingmyselfanddoingallthethingswe

needforthebaby

Me:I

Nthati:Stopexpectingthemtopayattentionifyou

won't

Me:Sheistheonewhoputmeout

Nthati:Inhermindsheisfeelinglikeyoudeserted

herinhertimeofneed,don'tcomparethetwothat's

thebiggestmistakeyourfathermade

Dad:She'srightyoumadethosebabies,itsyourjob

toshowthemyoucare.Regardlessofhowbusy



youare,amanalwaysmakesapointtocheckon

theirpartner

Me:Ismomwhisperingsweetsomethingsinyour

ears

Dad:Weasambe(Let'sgo)

Welaugh.

Sfiso

IpopinonPhindile'sfunescapedandfindher

naked.

Me:Whyareyounaked

Phindile:Iwasdoingaphotoshoothey



Wekiss.

Phindile:Thisisalovelysurprise

Me:Arethereboyshere

Phindile:Yes

Me:Ah

Shelaughs.

Phindile:Comelookattheshotswetook,isthisfor

me

Me:Yeah,Idon'tyouoverworkingyourselfand

Makotidrivingmecrazy



Zinhle:AwbabaIwouldneverdothat

Me:WowIlovethatone

Phindile:Thatsmyfavorite

Itsapurplelongdresswithfeathersaroundthe

chestarea.

Phindile:Whenshetookmymeasurements,I

thoughtmaybeshewasgoingtotakesometime.

Buthalfoftheclothesaredone

Me:Impressive

Zinhle:Iaimtoplease



Me:Ijustcametocheckonyouandseeifyouokay

Wekiss.

Phindile:Thankyou,wealmostdoneandIdon't

thinkLwandilewillcomebackandfetchme

Me:Okay

Phindile:ThisisVezithephotographer

Vezi:ZeeIthinkweshouldfocusonthatpurple

dress.Iwantmoreshotsonit

Theydisplaythepicturesandhersmilecaptures

theessence.

Vezi:Thiswillsell



Me:Iagree

Vezi:Ohsorrygooddaysir

Inod.

Mzwakhe

ThatuglykingarghIthought,Icouldholditin.

Everythingwasgoingwelluntilthingsgotallsexual

andintimate.SizweandthesnakesknewIdidnot

appreciatethembeingtoosexual,withPhindile

whendancingandthefactthatIcouldn'tdo

anything.Idied.

Weallcameback.

Iwalkpassthehallwayandhearsomeonespeaking.



"Whoisthis"

Slindilewhatisshedoinghere.

Sli:Sfiso'swife,whoisSfisoohokay.WhatcanIdo

foryou

Shelaughs.

Sli:Whatsinitforme,ladyIcangetMzwakheon

myown.Shedid,waithowdoyouknowallthat

Myphonerings.

Imakearunforit,whoisshetalkingtocan'tbe

Phindile.Ihavetoreactivatethelisteningdeviceon

herphone.
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Mzwakhe

Ifeellikepeoplearenotgoingtolikeme,especially

Phindile.Butwhenitcomestoprotectingher,all

betsareoffsheisthemotherofmychildren.If

nobodyisgoingmakeherhappyorgiveherwhat

shedeserves,thenI'msteppingin.

IoverheardheragainastowhyZenzefeelsthe

needtoseparatePhindileandSfisobugsme,Iain't

there.Phindile'shappinesscomesfirstandIamnot

lettinganythingoranyonetakethataway.

Let'sseeifSfisoreallylovesPhindile.

Lwazi:Baba

Me:Mmhm



Lwazi:Iwasgoingtotellyou

Me:Idon'twanttocomebetweenanyone,youcan't

hateherforeverasfaraswego.Wearedone,she

didsomethingstoyouandIwon'teverforgivethat

Lwazi:Iwaswonderingwhenyouweregoingtokill

me

Me:Killyou.YoumysonwhywouldIdothat,Iwill

saycommunicationisveryimportant

Lwazi:Iunderstand

Me:Keepherawayfromme

Lwazi:Dlabazane



IloveallmykidsandIwon'tcomebetweentheir

happiness.

Zithulele

IthoughtaboutwhatousNthatisaidandmomwill

justhavetohelpme.

Mom:Zithulele

Me:Heyma

Mom:Yesmybaby

Me:Ineedmymother

Mom:Okaybabywhatcanmommydoforher

beautifulboy



Me:Canyoumeetwithbothofthem.Iamsetting

upadateforyouthree,Iamhopingtogetsome

perspectiveonmynextmove

Mom:Okaywhen

Me:Idon'twantittofeellikeanambushsois

tomorrowokay

Mom:Youdon'thavetoask

Me:Okaythankyoubye

Mom:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoomom



Ismile.

Kim:Whatdoyouwant

Me:Itwouldn'tkilltobeanyway,Iwouldlikeitifyou

wenttolunchwithmom.Iwouldappreciateitifyou

bothgottoknoweachother

Kim:Okaywhen

Me:Tomorrowatten,Iwilltextyouthedetailsdon't

belate

Kim:Okay

IhungupandcallMpho.

Mpho:Heybabydaddy



Me:Heymotherwantstoseeyouateleven

tomorrowforlunch

Mpho:OhokayIwouldlovethat

Me:Iwilltextyouthedetailspleasedonotbelate

Mpho:Okay

Ihungupandthanmakethearrangements.

Phindile

IwasshoppingforalovelyeveningthatIplantodo

forSfiso,whenIbumpintosomeonefamiliar.Heis

doinggroceryshopping,Imovemytrolleyand

purposefullybumpintohim.



Me:OhIamsorry,Ididn'tmeanto

Helooksatmewithrage,thanrelaxes.

Me:Wedon'tneedanyintroductionsright

Hestaresatme.

Me:Wellthisismynumber

Igrabhisphoneandputmynumberdownthan

saveit.

Me:Ifyoueverwanttotalkoranything,Iamhere

Iwalkawayandcontinuewithmyshopping.



Zithulele

Iarriveatthemansion,cametoseedadandthey

tellmeheleftwhywhenIneedhim.

Lwazi:Whyareyoucrying

Me:Dadisnothere

Helaughs.

Lwazi:Reallywowokay,doyouwantsomethingto

eat

Me:Canyoumakenuggets

Lwazi:NobutImakeameanLwazichickenalaking



Ilaugh.

Me:NothankyoubroIamgood

Lwazi:Herushedoutsaiditwasimportant

Thedooropenswelookup.

Dad:Mmm,yeahnoIhearyouokaybye

Hehungsup.

Dad:Whatareyouclownsupto

Me:Icametoseeyou

Dad:Why



Helaughs.

Dad:Momsaysshesawartificialinsemination

Hewalksaway.

Me:Dad

Dad:Yeahokay

IthinkIamabouttocryagain,Lwazilaughs.Heis

uptosomething.
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Phindile

Igaveeachfamilymemberanincentiveand



instructedthemtodisappearfortheentireevening

today.WhileIgoseethebabymama's,theymust

keepSfisobusy.Hecannotbedrunkthough,he

mustjustrelax.

Sfiso

Shegavemyfamilysomeenvelopeswhybeatsme,

hereIamwithmykidssomethingisup.Iknowthis

kidsverywelltheydon'tlikespendingsuch

momentswithme,theyrathergotoapartythan

chillwithme.Phindilebetheonewhocallsthem

andsayshey,mommyhasn'tseenyouguyswhere

youat.

IamsupergratefulforthatandthereasonwhyI

wantedtobewithherinthefirstplace.

Me:Whatdidyourmothergiveyouguys

Lwa:Uswidibaba(Sweetsdad)



Me:Forwhat

Lwa:Haiboitsbetweenusandher

Me:PenelopewhatdidPhindilegiveyou

Penelope:Wewillleaveyouonadesertedislandof

youcontinueaskingquestions

Theylaugh.

Penelope:Justsitbackandrelaxokayyeah

Theypullmyhand.

Phindile



Ihavearrivedattherestauranttomeetupwith

MphoandKimberly.Thesekidsmusthelp

themselvesbefore,Icanjumpin.Zithulelecallsme.

Zithulele:Ma

Me:Hey

Zithulele:Everythingokay

Me:Noneofthemhavearrived

Zithulele:What

Me:Igotthingstodoiftheydon'tshowup.Iam

leaving

IseeKimberlybytheentrancewithaballooning



belly.

Me:OhKimhasarrived

Iwaveather,sheseesme.

Zithulele:Okay

Me:Girl

Kimberly:Apologiesitwasamission

Me:Tellmeaboutit

FewminutesintothedateMphoshowsup.

Me:Hi



Mpho:Sawubonama

Kimgetsup.

Kimberly:Whatareyoudoinghere

Mpho:Iamheretomeether

Me:Kimberlywait

Sherunstotheexit.

Kimberly

Zithulelehasoutdonehimself,Ican'tbelievethis

familybetrayedmelikethis.Theyweresohellbent

onnotknowing,ifthosewerehiskidsornot.He

totallyabandonedmetogosatisfyMpho,whatamI



really.Iamnotimportanttothisfamilyandcarrying

theirheir.

Phindile

IactuallyhadagoodtimewithMpho,eventhough

sheonceuponatimechokeslammedme.

ItoldZithuleleaboutKim.

Idroppedheroffatthemansion,beforeIgo.Ihead

homewemusttalk.

Mpho:Thankyou,Ireallyenjoyedit

Me:IlovemysondearlyandIwouldkillforhim

Mpho:Ma,IloveZithulelebuthejustneedsapush

intherightdirection



Me:Darlingamanwillonlychangewhenhewants

to,neitheryounorIcantellZithulelewhathecan

andcannotdo.Ifhelovesbothofyouwhycan't

youacceptthat

Mpho:Itsnotonlyheritsmanyofthem,Ibecome

thismeanpersonbecause

Me:Noyoubecamethispersonbecauseyoufeel

likeyouownhim,youneedtorulehimandhoney

that'snotthecase.Suchthingsyoucan'tforce,you

staytruetoyourselfandthingswillspeakfor

themselves

Mpho:SoImustsitbackandallowthedisrespect,

himmakingafooloutofme

Me:DidyouhearanythingIsaid,seethatattitudeis

whathelovesanddoesn'tlove.Whydoyouthinkhe



iscrazyaboutyou?Theysayrelationshipsthat

workareonepartcalm,tentimescrazy

Mpho:Ihavealreadydoneeverything,Icantoshow

himhowmuchIlovehim.Iamcarryinghischildren

forgoodnesssake,maIswear

Me:Youtwoactuallyloveeachother,butyoutoo

crazytoseepastit.Ihavetogo,Ienjoyedmyday

withyou

Wehug.

Me:YoubeagoodgirlnowokayorIamgoingto

cutyou

Shelaughs.



Zithulele

Ididn'texpectthisbutthanagain,Ifeelhappy.Ihad

hopedthethreeofthemweregoingtogetalong,

butthat'snotthecase.

Zakhele:MomandMphopaintingthetownred

Me:Halfofthemissioniscomplete

Zakhele:Whathappened

Me:Idon'thave,Iamyettofindout

Thedoorvigorouslyopens.

Shethrowsherbagtowardsme,Iduck.Zakhele

findsawaytoleave.



Kim:HowcanyoudothistomeZithulele,why

ambushmewiththatdemonofaperson

Me:Kimberlycalmdown

Kim:Don'ttellmetocalmdownwhywouldyou

betraymelikethis,aftereverythingwebeen

through.Whatkindofsickideaisthis

Me:Kim

Kim:Shutup,IhateyouokayandIneverwantto

seeyoueveragain

Shestormsout.

Me:Kimberlywait



IchaseafterherZakhelestopsme.

Zakhele:Yougoingtoangerherevenmore

Ilookathimandhefaints.

Kimberly

Driver:Wheretoma'am

Iseehimcomingoutofthebuilding.

Me:Drive,drive

Heshoutsmyname,thecarspeedsoff.Iturn

aroundheisstillchasingafterthecaralmost

approachingit.



Me:Drivefasterplease

Driver:Ma'amsir

Me:HeyyoudowhateverItellyoutodonowdrive

Ihavetodisappearfarawayfromhere.
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Sfiso

AsuitcameformeisPhindileplanningaromantic

somethingforus.Iheaddownstairsandthehouse

isveryquiet,Ipourmyselfadrink.

Voice:WelcomeMrNkosipleasereporttothe

backyard,whereallyourfantasieslie

Ichuckleandmakemywayout.Mybackyardhas



completelybeenchanged,itdoesn'tevenlooklike

mybackyard.Wehavingdinnerunderthestars.

Phindile:Welcomesirtablefortwo

Myjawdrops,sheiswearingsomethingsimilartoa

waitressuniform.Butsexylingerietype.

Me:YesIamwaitingonsomebody

Phindile:Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrinksir

Me:Yes,Iwouldtakeaglassofyouhoney

Shesmilesandwalksaway,herbackisexposedmy

d*cktwitches.Isitdown,shecomesbackwearing

asparklingdress.



Me:Stop

Phindile:DidyouseethatwaitressohmyGod,I

can'thavemymanaroundthat.Hereisyourdrink

sir

Me:Youdidallthisforme

Phindile:Ithought,Iwouldshowmyappreciation

Ismile.

Me:Andthetents

Phindile:Come

Weheadtothetents.



Phindile:Afterdinnerwecan

Ipushherandshefallsonthebed.

Me:Howaboutwejuststartthispartyrightnow

Phindile:Sfiso

Me:Mmm

Phindile:Ourfood

Me:Youthefood...Shh...Phindile

Mzwakhe

Doesthisboyhavesomesuperspeedorwhat.



EvenIcan'trunfastlikethat,Phindiledoesn'thave

superspeedorstrength.Okaynoshecanfighta

man.

Me:Zithulele

Theylaugh.

Linda:Canyouteachmehowtorunlikethat

Thabiso:Lindani,Lindani

Me:Boyiseverythingokay

Ndiswa:Mandlenkosicanrunthatfast

Me:Areyouasnake



Hewipeshistears.

Me:Haibohowlongwillyoukeeponcrying

Mpho:Sanibonani,Ijustcameforsomewater

Olwethu:Youwantsome

Zithulelelooksup.

Mpho:Theydolookscrumptious

PhindileusedtoloveitwhenOlwethutouchesfruit

andthinisproofrighthere,thosetwinsare

bhengu's.



Zithulele

MyheartisbrokenbutIgottomakethemostofit.I

getupandfollowher,sheislookingverybeautiful.

Me:Mpho

Mpho:Mmm

Igrabherhand.

Mpho:Whereyoutakingme

Me:Come

Mpho:Zithulele

Me:Wozahawu(Come)



Ican'tforcesomeonedoingsomethingtheydon't

want.IfKimchoosesmetobepartofthebabieslife,

Iwouldappreciatethatandifshedoesn't.Iwillbe

hurtyesbutthere'snothingmore,Icando.Itried

makingamendsandshedoesn'twantto.Ido

everythingIpossiblycanandsheshutsmeout.

Mpho:Wowwhatisthis,waitletmeguessallof

thiswasforKimandsheblewyouoff

Me:Iwasgoingtodealwithyouanothertime

Shelaughs.

Me:Somethingsmellsreallybadhere,Itoldthem

nottobringanythingfragrance

Mpho:Zithulele



Me:Mm

Mpho:Letstalk

Ihelphersitdown.

Mpho:Whatisthisone

Me:Wellwemakethingsworkandfigureouthow

wegoingtomakethingswork.Ihopereallythese

aremykids

Mpho:Youdon'tthreatenapregnantlady

Me:Butyeah



Mpho:Kimberly

Me:Letsnottalkabouther

Mpho:Fairenoughwellifthisiswhatyouwantthan,

Iammorethanhappyandpreparedtowalkthis

journeywithyou

Wekissandsomethingjusthappens.

Mzwakhe

Wewerehavingalovelyfamilynight.Iwish

Phindilewashere,itdoesn'tfeelcomplete.Wemust

callherbackforavisit.

Andile:Itakeitwenolongerhaveathreatonour

ass



Heisstillandtotallyfeelsoutofplace,whilehis

familyisenjoyingthismoment.

Me:Idon'tknowhey,theymightletyougothisis

waydeepernow.WhatdoesPhilanisay

Andile:Thatchild,heforgotIamhisfatherheis

enjoyingmarriedlife

Me:Thaneverythinghastobeokay

Yeahafamilydayisneeded.

Zithulele

Ifeeldifferentandextrasatisfied,thatwassteamy.

Ihadtobecarefulbecauseofherbellyandthekids

inside,somethingtellsmetheyalsogotsatisfied.



Myphonebeeps.

Me:Thankyou,haibo

Icallhim.

KC:Beforeyoushout

Me:YesIamgoingtoshout

KC:Ireceivedtheemailnow

Me:Youkiddingright,holdon

Mpho:Youhavetwophones

Me:OfcoursebabyIam,abillionaire



Shelaughs,Ilookather.

Voice:Money

Me:Moneyb*tchmoney

Zakhele:Thisisbig,Ithinkyouknockeditoutofthe

park

IlookbackatMpho,shesmiles.

KC:WhatdoIdosetupthemeeting

Me:Holdonwedon'twanttobiteofmorethanwe

canchew



Anotherrichclientapproachingmewhoa.
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Phindile

Weendedupbeingineachotherthewholenight.

Wewerehungryforeachotheranditshowedhow

muchwemissedeachother.Ihearthedoor

openingandclosing,thefamilymustbebacknot

eventwodaysnyanajustforourselves.

"Wecominginnow"

"Hopeeveryoneisdecent,hmmfood"

Sfiso:Ayay

Penelope:Awdad



Sfiso:Thisismyandmybabiesfoodisn'tthatso

Welaugh.

Mdu:Food

Sfiso:Howdidthemeetinggo

Me:Wellthingsaremovingintherightdirection

Ismile.

Zithulele

ShitMphoisfiremanwtf.IexhaustedmyselfandI

amworkingfromhome,Ishouldbeatworkbutmy

mindisonthattightfireyhotbox.



Dad:Zithulele

Me:Oldman

Dad:Iseeyoufixingthings

Ilookout,shewastakingawalkaroundthepool.

Shehasbeencomplainingaboutswollenfeet,I

don'tthinkthat'sagoodthingbutyoucantellMpho

whattodo.

Ismile.

Me:Iamtrying

Dad:Kimberly

Me:Ihaven'tabandonedher,Ibeendoingthings.



EverytimeIknockof,Ialwaysmakeitapointtosee

herandshewouldshutmeout

Dad:Thetrickhereismom,treatherrightand

everythingofyoursshallprosper

Me:Youdon'tsay

Dad:Unawaresheisusingthattoheradvantage,

shedoesloveyoualongwiththeglitzandtheglam

Me:She'scrazy

Dad:Inlove

Ichuckle.

Me:Canyouwatchher,Iwanttopopintheoffice



andquicklycomeback

Dad:Nothingisgoingtohappentoher

Me:Thankyou

Dad:Don'tcompletelywriteoffKimberly,keep

tryingeventuallyshewillwarmuptoyou

Me:Bhengu

Mzwakhe

Iputmyheadphonesonandlistentothephonecall.

Sli:Areyoucrazykillingher,that'snotgoingtowork.

Drugthemohokaythatcouldwork



Zenze:IgetmySfisoandyougettokeepyour

husband

Sli:Hehasanotherthingbutthat'snotimportant,

thebigfishhereisPhindile

Zenze:Thatashyuglywomanisgoingtopay

Sli:Okaytalksoon,Ihavetogo

Thecalldisconnects.Iknow,Ihavetheancestors

backingwiththis.Butwhataretheyplanning,drug

usorPhindilehow.

Icallher,butquicklyhungupshewillknow

somethingisup.

Sheimmediatelycallsback.



Me:Mama

Phindile:Yeah

Me:What

Phindile:Youjustcalled

Me:Ohsorryitwasamistake,Imeanttocall

somebodyelse

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:AyPhindilebye

Ihungupandsigh.



Phindile

Myspiritwasfeelingveryanxiousand

overwhelmed.Mzwakhecallingmewasn'ta

mistake,hewantedtosaysomethingbutitsokay.I

putonadoekandheadout,Ineedtocommunicate

withmypeople.Iamnotenteringpuresothey

mightnotshowmeanything.

Iunlockthedoorandturnonthelights,ascary

scenewelcomesme.Iquicklyshutthedoor.

Me:Thatsdisappointing

Iheadbackinside.

Sfiso:Whydidyouevenattemptgoinginthere



Me:Idon'tfeelokayandIamonedge

Sfiso:OkayfineIwon'ttouchyoutonight

Ilaugh.

Me:Notheydon'twantmeknowingwhatitisand

whenthathappenstheyusuallyruinmylife

Sfiso:Ihaveaboutfewdaysleft,canwegovisit

dad

Me:Okay,maybeIwillfindsomeanswersdown

there

Hekissesme.

Me:Sfiso



Sfiso:OkaybutIcan'tgetenoughofyou

Helaughs.

Zithulele

IgotatextfromKimberlyrightafter,Ileft.Icouldn't

gototheoffice,shetoldtomeetheratthehospital.

IquicklyrushedthereandtextedMpho.

Thedoctorssaiditwasnothingthebabyis

perfectlyfineshemaybegearingupforbirth.I

guessshedoeswantmetobeapartofthechild's

life.

Kim'smom:Itsokaywewilltakeitfromhere,we

thoughtsheisgivingbirth



IlookatKimberly,shelooksaway.

Me:Ofcourse

Kim'smom:Weshallletyouknowifanything

changes

Ileave.

Ispoketosoon,shehatesme.ButIamalways

goingtobetherewhensheneedsme.
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Fewdayslater

Phindile

NkosenyeandNkosihlecametovisitme,

somethingisdefinitelyup.Somebodycookinga



weirdfuckedupconcoction,thatisabouttobreak

everyone.

Me:Nifunani(Whatdoyouwant)

Theyspeakatthesametime.

Them:Awcan'twevisitourmother

Sfiso:Whoarethesefreaks,doallofyourchildren

havetolooklikefreaksnotinabadway

Nkosenye:Canmomcomeandspendsometime

withus

Me:Butyoudon'thavetoask

Nkosihle:Morelikeasleepover



Me:What

Sfiso:Didyourfatherputyouuptothis

Sfisolooksatme.

Sfiso:FinefirstthinginthemorningIwantherback

Theysmile.

Sfiso:WhenIcomebackfromworkshemustbethe

firstthingIsee

Them:Yessir

Sfiso:Shewillcomearoundlater



Them:Thankyoumomweloveyoubye

Zithulele

Whatisdaduptonowinvitingeveryoneandasking

momforasleepover,momisengagedormayheis

tryingtomakeamendsandbringherbackthat

woulddope.

Dad:Whydidheputyouupstairsknowingverywell

thatyoutentimespregnant

Myjawdropsdidhejustsaythat.

Dad:Iamsorry

BabSakhile:Mphoyoufuckupagainhmm



Sheisin.Shehassunkherclawsdeep,Mr

presidentcomesandplayswithherbelly.

Theyfreezeandlookateachother.

Dad:DothatagainThabiso

Hedoesandtheygetallexcitedaboutit.

BabThabiso:Phindilecomingover

Dad:Yeahthoseboyshaven'ttoldmeanything,but

sheiscoming

Phindile

IwaswrappedupinSfiso'sarmsalotwasgoingon

mymind.



Sfiso:Whatisit

Me:Iamthinkingabouttherecentdevelopments

Sfiso:Youworriedaboutyourfamily

Me:Iamalwaysworriedaboutyouguyseveryone.I

amsurprisedreallytheyallowedmetobethis

happy,youwouldn'tgetclosetome.CanItellyoua

story

Helaughs.

Me:SoafterMzwakhehadbrokenupwith,a

powerfulsnaketrappedmeinalikesomevirtual

realitybutspiritual.Thingsappearedrealbutthey

werenot,hewantedtostealthepowerofthesnake.

Beforewegettoyoursnakeletmefinishthisstory



Hecracksup.

Me:Soheputmeinthisspiritualworld.Ihadsome

wonderfulguyswereinthere,butitwasalljusta

dreamsothathecouldgetmypowers

Sfiso:Didhewin

Me:No,Iendedupshovingasnakedownhisthroat

Sfiso:Whathappenswhenyoudothat

Me:Ahthat'sasecretbutletmejustsay,solongits

insideyou.Youhavenopeace,youcan'tdo

anything,sohewantedmetogiveitupinthereto

makethingseasierforhim

Sfiso:Whyyoutellingmethis



Me:Thingsmayappeartoberealbuttheyarenot,

youjusthavetotrustmenomatterhowharditis

Hegetsontopofme.

Idon'tknowwhatpeopleareplanningandthat

worriesmealot.

Mzwakhe

Whereisshenow,Ihopeshecomes.Theplanisto

getherintoxicated,thatshedoesn'tremember

anything.IhopeMambacomesthrough,because

thisrighthereisthebeginningandendforSfiso

andPhindile.Ifcan'ttreatherright,Iamnotletting

hergo.

Nkosenye:Okaydadwegoingtopickupmom



Theyfuckthisup,Iamgoingtokillthem.Everyone

isalreadyhavingagoodtime.

Me:Youleaving

Andile:Yes

Me:Awdon'tleave

Andile:AyMzwakhewenotfriends

Me:Youliveinmyhouseitdoesn'tgetbetterthan

that.Iknowyourunningawayfromyourcrimelife

Andile:Thisshitonceyouinyourin,theykeepquiet

callingmeandIdon'twantto.NoIamnot

Me:Wewouldbeunstoppable



Youknow,Ithoughthewasthelonglostcousin.

Butnoitssomefuckedupking,whoisableto

controlmywife.

Andile:No

Me:Mxmhamba(leavethan)

Helaughs.

Iwalkawayfromhimandheadoutside.

Phindile

IamhereandIgetoverwhelmedwithafeelingof

love.Asalwaystheydrunkanddancing,its

amazinghowwegottothisplace.FromMzwakhe

notwantinganythingtodowithme,tohimwanting



everythingtodowithme.Mykidsacceptingme,the

best.Beingwithsomeoneandthemnotinterfering,

everyoneforgivingeachother.

Amiracle.

Me:AhahMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Uyohleziungowamiwaninoma

engakugayaumhlabalo,intoithilaoyakhona

bazocavauyivrouyeskhulu(Youalwaysgoingto

bemine,nomatterwhereyougo.Youwillalways

beknowasMzwakhe'swife)

Me:Niyaphilakodwaangisanaziwerato(Howare

youguysitsbeenlong)

Rato:Ayay



Me:Ngiyezakuwena(Iamcomingtoyou)

Mzwakhe:Cavamommybadenkaukuthimedileya

kaZithuleleizenzawena(LooktheythinkKimberly

isactinglikeyou)awubanekelelapho(Tellthem)

Me:Whatisthisyouknow,Ican'tdrink

Mzwakhe:Cranberryjuice

Ilookathimandshakemyhead.

Mzwakhe

Phindile:Kimberlyisnotactingmestopit,Ididn't

careaboutwhatyourfatherdoes.Shedoes,she

wantshimtochaseafterherunfortunatelythese

uglyancestorsloveyouguyssomuch,theystand

anyonewhohurtsyouboys



Welaugh.

Me:Manjeminanawesoringanini(Whenarewe

goingtotalk)

Iwhisperinherear.

Phindile:Youwillfeelitinyourheartwhenwehave

totalk

Thecamerassnap.

Sakhile:Ahkodwaskhulu

Me:Khululekauzobuya(Don'tworryshewillcome

back)



IseeSlindile,disappearingsomeone,itsactiontime.

"Celaningiphakelanami"

Ilookupmyheartrejoices,sometimesIwishIcan

slapThobani.Thebullheputsusthrough,thank

Godhehascomebackhome.

Sthabiso:Baba

Hesmilesatthelittleprincess,heopenshisarms

babyKenziewillinglygoestohergrandpa.

Thobani:Sawubonamommy

Me:Wegoodwhereareweinlife

Thobani:Ijustneededtocollectmyself



Me:Youcan'tcollectyourselfwithus,youdidthis

thelasttime.Whathappensagainyouwilldie

Thobani:Don'tshoutatmeinfrontofmybaby

hawuhowisyou

Helooksbetterthanbefore,buthecan'tjustupand

leavelikethat.NexttimeIwillputashockeronhis

body,everytimehetriestodisappearlikehedoes.I

willzaphimwithamillionvolts,whatamIsaying

therewon'tbeanexttimebecausehewillbedead.

BhekusizaZuma

Iwatchthemhavingagoodtimedrinkingand

laughing.

Toobadallofthathastocometoanend.



Sorrymyqueen,yourpeoplegotinmywayand

unfortunatelyIhavetostrike.

Itransformintoasnakeanddiveinthepool.

Iappearinmyroomandcloudsgather,thisisafair

fightnow.

BhenguagainstBhengu.

Namisa:Whereyoubeen

Iturnaroundandsmile.

Namisa:Youuptonogoodagain

Me:Myqueendon'taccusemeofsuch



Namisa:Yousaidtheytriedthisbeforeanditdidn't

worksure,howareyouthatyouaregoingto

succeed

Me:Iwon't.changeofplans,Iwillmakeherturn

Namisa:Myking

Me:Asingabangiintoengekho(Let'snotargueover

nothing)

Shebowsdown.

[06/22,12:49].:97

Bhekusiza

Iplacehispictureinsideacalabashfilledwiththe

riverwater.Ilightacandleandgrabmyash,Istart



sprinklingonthewater.

Me:Youarenotgoingtobelieveanythingshesays

Somethingtipsoverthecalabash.

Me:Fine,Idon'tneedyourstupidriverwater

anyways

Icontinuetosprinkleonthehispicture.Whatever

thequeensays,Sfisowillnotbelieveit.Thisisnot

witchcraft,Ican'thurthimusingdarkmagic

becausehegotaheavymagogoprotectinghim.

Theyalsowanttoseehisreaction,becausehewas

warned.

Iseeavisionofhisexwifewalkinginthehouse

perfect.



Me:MakaLwaziitstimetodoyourjob

Iamtrulysorrymyqueenbuttheyleftmewithno

choice.

Sfiso

Iamlongingtoseemyfiance,Ihatethesenight

shiftslikeIamsecurityguard.Whoeverinvented

nightshiftsshouldbeburned.

Iwanttohearhershoutandscreammyname,ahh

Sfiso.Ilaughinmyhead,Ienterthroughthefront

doorandhersqueakyvoiceannoysme.

Me:Youagain

Zenze:Don'tflatteryourself,Iamjustheretofetch

Penelopesheisgettingready



Iignoreherandup.

NosignofPhindileandwhydoesthisbedlooklike

nobodysleptinit,maybesheissomewherearound

thehouse.Iquicklytakeashower.

Iheaddownstairswhereiseverybody.Ifind

Penelopemakingcoffeeforthemselves.

Me:Iwouldlikeacuptobaby

Penelope:Onedeliciousteacomingrightup

IbuzzNathan.

Me:Nathanhaveyouseenmyfiance



Nathan:"NosirIhaven't"

Penelope:Shedidn'tcomeback

Me:OhokayNathan

Penelope:YeahIusuallyamupbythan,butshe

didn'tcomeback

Me:Ohmaybesheisstillenjoyingtimewithher

kids

IamsosleepybutIcan'trestuntilIlaideyesonher.

Zenze:OhmyGod

Shegasp.



Mdustandsbehindherwhistling.

Zenze:Bukaomakotibenu,izintoazenzayo(The

thingsshedoes)

Mdu:Sfisoyougottoseethis

Sheturnsthephonearound,mynoseflairup.Igrab

mykeysandleavenoPhindilewouldn'tdothisto

me.

Mdu:Iamcomingwithyou

OhNkosipleasedon'tleaveme,pleasedon'tletthis

betrue.Wegetinthecarandtakeoff....

Wearriveatthemansiontwohourslater,Iwill



punchandkillanythinginmyway.

Me:Whereisshe

Sli:Doubledoorsupstairs

Irunthereandsurprisinglythedoorisnotlocked.

Iopenandtheregoesmywholelifeoutofthe

windowanddownthedrain.

Mzwakhe

IcandefinitelysayIdon'tregretwhatIdid,itwill

probablycomebacktobitemebutIamreadyfor

whatever.Igetupandputonmysweatsandhead

outthebalcony.

Thesnakeshowsup,Icrouchtohislevel.



Me:Heytherebigguy...Don'tlookatmelikethat

Theleopardshowsupaswell,theysobig.Ileave

themplayingwitheachother.

Icoverhernakedbodyandheadout.

Sli:Youaresodespicable

Me:InsultsinthemorningwhatdidIdo

Sli:Whycan'tyoujustlethergo

Me:Yougonnatellmeorwhat

Sli:Ihopeyouhappy,Sfisowashereandhesaw



younakedgrabbinghisfiancébutt,whyMzwakhe.

Whywouldyoudothat

Me:What

Sli:Ohnowyoushockedayshame

Shewalksawayohwellheisgoingtostrong.

Zithulele

WhatintheMambadadhasdonenow,heloves

troublethatone.

Me:Dad

Helooksatme.



Me:Whatdidyoudo

Dad:Don'tyouhaveworktodo

Me:NowhywasSfisoanduncleMduhereandleft

fuming,didyousleepwithmom

Dad:Maybe

Hegrabsacookieandsexuallybiteit,Icovermy

mouth.

Me:Sfisogoingtokillyouwena

Dad:NotifIdoitfirst

Me:Whynotgetherbackthesaneway



Dad:Iwon'tangerbysayingifyouknewhalfthe

personyourmotheris.Shedeservesonlythebest

andifthisfoolcantakeitthereisthedoor

Ishakemyhead.

Me:Nomomistheonewhoisgoingtokillyou

Igrabmyphoneandwalkaway.Dadisfunny,butI

lovehimnonetheless.

Phindile

WordscannotdescribehowIfeelrightnow.My

headispounding,itstimetogohomeIdon'teven

rememberspendingthenighthere.

Mzwakhe:Youdon'thavetogo



Me:OhnoSfisomustbegoingcrazy.Idon'teven

knowhowIendedupsleepingandinyourbed,what

thefuckdidyoumakemedrink

Hechuckles.

Nkosenye:Okaywenowsorrywelate

Nkosihle:DoIusetodothiswhenIwasababy.I

feellikeIlovedbeinginyourarms

Mzwakhe:Boygetthefuckofme,youheavyand

grownnow.Getupandtakemomhome

Nkosihle:Wedon'twanthertogo

Mzwakhe:Don'tworryshewillbeback



Me:Byehusband

Mzwakhe:Byewifey

Weleave.

TheydropmeoffathomeandsuddenlyImiss

everyone.

Me:SfisoIamback

Ilookdownwhyaremythingspackedarewegoing

onavacation.

Me:WhatswrongokayIamsorry,Ididn'tcome

back.Itwasjustsofunandnice



Therestofthefamilycomesthrough,Mduhands

meanenvelopeallofthemarelookingpissedoff.

Me:Whatisthis

Sfiso:Ifyoudidn'tlovewhydidn'tyoujustsayso,

youcouldhaveleftandIwouldhaveforgivenyou

butthisPhindilewhy?Whywouldyoudothistome

Me:HowamInakedinbedwiththisman

Thisdoesn'tmakeanysense.

Mdu:WesawyouPhindilewithourowneyes

Me:Okaythisisnotreal,Iknowwewasdrinking

andIwokeupinhisbed



Sfiso:Wow

Me:BabeI

Sfiso:Don'tyouevercallmethatyoudisgusting

whore

Nathancomesandtakesmybags.

Me:Sfisothisdidn'thappen

Zenze:Andjustwheredoyouthinkyougoing

Iignoreher,shepullsmyhandandpushesme.Ifall.

Me:Yougottobelievemethisisn'ttrue.MduI

promiseyounothinghappened,thisdidn'thappen.

Pleasetalktohim



Theyignorememycriesgetlouder,shetriesto

roughlygrabme.Mandlenkosiappearswithagun

toherface.

Mandlenkosi:JustyoutouchherandIwillblow

yourbrainsoff

Me:NkosiIdidn'tdothis

Mandlenkosi:Letsgo...Momletsgo

Hepicksmeup.

Ihavefinallyacceptednownobodywantstosee

mehappy.
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Sfiso

Iwakeupwithapoundingheadache.Idon't

rememberwhathappenedyesterday,Ijustblacked

out.IremoveZenze'shandandheadtothe

bathroom.Myheartisheavy,whywouldshedome

likethis.Ilookatmyselfinthemirror,thanIsee

mombehindme.Ilookovermyshoulderand

nobodyisthere,Iturntothemirroragainandsheis

there.Shetriestospeakbutasnakecomescover

hermouth.

Me:Ma

Iturnaroundnobodyishere,Iopenthetapand

washmyface.Ilookupandseeheragain,She

looksatmewithsomuchdisappointmentthan

disappears.

Ipunchthemirroritbreaks.



Me:Mashefuckinghurtmewhyareyoutakingher

side

Mzwakhe

IamworriedaboutPhindilewheredidshego.

Mandlenkosisaidhewenttogofetchher,butshe

senthimbackhome.

Myphonerings.

Me:Whereisshe

Sonic:Iamstilllooking

Me:Whyyoucallingmethanlistenheredon't

fuckingannoyme.Findherdammitandmakesure

sheisalive



Sonic:Stopshoutingatme,itsnotlikesheisgoing

tomagicallyfallfromthephone

Me:Youwillbesurprisedfindher

Ihungup.

Me:What

Pearl:Nothing

Me:ComeonspeakIknowyou

Pearl:Youalwayshadainterestingwayofdoing

things

Me:Okay



Shelaughs.

Iwalkawayfromher.

Pearl:Youknowsheisgoingtohateyouright

Ratherthatthanhavingsomeonewhoisalways

goingtoquestionher,becauseofwhosaidwhat.

Phindile

Ifeelataponmyshoulderandopenmyeyes,the

lightstingsme.

Sfiso:Areyoucrazydoyouwanttodie,whywould

yousleephereinthecold

IblockedeveryonefromfindingoutwhereIwas.I



couldn'tletanyoneseemelikethis,Icriedmyselfto

sleep.

Hepicksmeup.

Acarpullsup,Igrabmythings.

Heholdsme.

Ayanda:Youshouldhavestoppedherlikethat

yesterday,nowletgoofthathand

Myheartbleeds.Ididn'tdowhat,Iambeing

accusedof.Iknow,Ididn'tsleepwithMzwakhe

becausehewouldhaveseenit.Iwouldneverhurt

Sfisolikethat.

Helet'sgoofmyhand,Igetinthebackwhile



Ayandaloadsthebags.Howdidthishappentome,

whyisthishappeningtome.

Sbahle

Mzwakhecametoseeme,theancestorsareangry.

Whathashedonenow.

Me:Youdon'tlookokay

Mzwakhe:IamworriedaboutPhindile

Me:Whatdidyoudo

Mzwakhe:OkayIdidsomethingbutitwasforthe

bettergood



Me:Foryouorsomeoneelse

Mzwakhe:Mywife.IsortofheardSlindile

conspiringwithsomeoneagainstPhindile,

yesterday'sgettogether.Isortofdruggedher

Me:Youwhat

Mzwakhe:Idruggedherandgaveheralcohol

Me:Youcrazyyoucouldhavekilledher

Mzwakhe:Don'tshoutatmeIfeelbad,butIwas

provencorrect

Me:Ohmygoodness

Mzwakhe:TheywantedtobreakthemupandI



helped,ifhereallylovedherhewouldhave

smashedthefuckoutofme.

Hetellsmeeverythinghedid.

Mzwakhe:AndjustlikeIpredictedhewalkedaway

Me:Yousureyouwastestinghimoryoudiditfor

yourowngain

Mzwakhe:AsmuchasIwouldlovebeingwithmy

wifeagain,butthatparthasended.AllIwantisfor

themotherofmychildrentobehappy,ifthisguy

doesn'tunderstandthanhecanbounce.Shecomes

withapackage,regardlessofithappeninglikethis.

Somethingwasgoingtobreakthemup

Me:HaiboMzwakhe



Mzwakhe:Wemightneverbetogetherbutthisis

Phindile,ifitweresomeoneelse.Iwouldn'tbother

anditsimportantforyoutogetalong

Me:Phindilegoingtomurderyou

Hisphonerings.

Mzwakhe:Yeahokay..Ihavetogo

Hekissmycheekandleaves,justhowfarwouldhe

goforherandisheevergoingtodothesamefor

me.

Phindile

Icannotevencomprehendwhatisgoingon.Ihave

beencryingandcryingandcrying,thatIdeveloped

aheadache.Whowoulddosuchathing,Zenze

playingmindtricksandtheseancestorsnot



showingmeanything.

"Phindileopenthedoor...Mama"

Igetupandruntothedoor.Iopenandcryonhis

chest.

Mzwakhe:Pleasedon'tcryitsokayIamhere

Me:Whydoesn'twantanyonetoseemehappy,

whatdidIdotopeople

Don'teveryonedeservealittlebitofhappiness.
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Phindile

ThefearIhaveisrelapsing,Idon'thavethe

strengthnortheenergy.Iambringingbackthe



snakestokeepmegoing,becauseIdefinitelyam

notgoingtorecoverfromthis.

Me:Yalllate

Theyentermakingnoise.

Mzwakhe:Guys

Linda:Ngekephelasingakuthengiukudlawebabo(I

hadtobuyfood)

Them:Shutup

Zithulele:Arewedancingoryouteachingusto

dance

Linda:IwonderhowtheyareThapelohadahuge



crushonmommy,uzohlanyangempelauSfiso

(Sfisowillgocrazy)

Theylaugh.

IseeMzwakhethroughthemirroradmiringme,the

musicstarts.

Zithulele

Weknewmomcouldmovedancelikethat.Theway

sheismovingislikeshedoesn'thavecanceratall.

Zakhele:Whoknewyourmothercouldmovelike

that

Me:Yewena

Shestops.



Thedooropenswelookup,Sfisoandhiscrewwalk

in.

Dadfrowns.

Dad:Mama

Mom:Don'tworryIamgood

Dad:Uyaphaphanawebukangabesajola(Youwere

toforward,wecouldhavebeenstillmarried)

Somethingstartshappeningtothemirror,itshines

andswirls.Twogentlemenappearsbesidemom,

whatisgoingon.

Mzwakhe



ShefaintedassoonasThapelowalkedoutofthe

mirror,niggerbossedup.Hegotabeardnowandis

lookingmightyfine.

Thapelo:Awuyangibonamoss(Asyoucansee)

Welaugh.

Me:Skhulumanjeumenzaniumommy(Whatare

youdoingtoPhindile)

Thapelo:Phindile

Shewakesupgasping.

Sfisosincehearrivedhasnotoncelookedat

Phindile,shameheisgoingtobestrong.



Sakhile:Whyaretheyhere

Me:Heispartofthesnake,whatevershedoesthat

hastodowithanythingspiritualhehastobe

presenttowitnessit

Henods.

"CanIjoinin"

TheinfamouskingBhekusizashowsup,ifitswar

theywant.Iwillgiveittothem.

Holdon.

Siza:Don'tworryprinceyoursecretissafewithme,

younottheoneIamafter.Myqueen



Phindile:Youheretogloat

Siza:Yougivingmewaytoomuchcredit

Hetriestocaressherface,shestepsback.

Siza:Shithmhmmxm,

Heshakeshishead.

Siza:Ayayman

Thedloziwakesup.

Siza:Yesesyouknow,allofyouaregoingtopayfor

this



Hedisappears.

Whatisgoingon.

Phindile

Wearrivebackhomemyspiritisdown.Ifelthis

angeranditwasscaryfeeling,helostthepowerto

controlme.

Whatisheup.

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Me:PleaseIjustwanttobealone

Heentersandlocksthedoor.



Mzwakhe:Cryingisnotgoodyouknowcauses

headaches,andyouwentthroughabrainsurgery

Iwipemytears.

Mzwakhe:Didyoucrylikethiswhenweseparated,

holdonwaityoudon'tcare

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe:Mamaphilaimpiloyakhosthandwasam,

yekaukuthuSfisouthiniwenzani.Zinakewena

manje(Liveyourlifemylove,forgetaboutwhat

Sfisoisdoing.Takecareofyourself)

Hewrapshisarmsaroundme.

Mzwakhe:Iamhereandwillforeverbewhenyou



needme

Me:Okayfinegetoffme

Mzwakhe:Notevenkissnyana

Me:GokissNthati

Helaughsandgetsofme.Iputonmysleepersand

followhimout,hemakesmeclimbhisback.

Sfiso

Everyoneisjustbuggingmeaboutwhathappened.

Ican'tunderstandthislevelofbetrayal,Ican'tget

theimageofherinbednakedwithanotherman.

Sheclaimedshedidn'tlove,outofmymind.Didn't

myloveforhershowhertheworld,wasn'tIenough.

WhoamIkiddingtheyallcheat,Zenzediditwhatis

stoppingPhindilefromdoingthesame.



Isigh.

Mhlengi:Soinyourmindreally,youthinkshe

fuckedhim

Mdu:Icouldn'tbelievemyeyeseither

Musa:WenaMduayikhoindabayakhothulanje,

(Youridiculous,shutyourmouth)uMakotistillloves

you

Mdu:Alot,youknowwhatyoushoulddo

Musa:Fuckhertillherbonesbreakthatswhenyou

willknowifshesleptwithhimornot

Ilookatdad.



Hegetsupandwalksaway.

Mhlengi:WenaAyandauthin

Ayanda:Bekumnandiemziniwakhongibongekahle

Ndlangamandla,minanomkamisesicelaindlela

(Thankyouforallowingmetostayhere,ithasbeen

good.ButmywifeandIhavetogo)

Theylaugh.

Mhlengi:Hefuckedupdidn'the

Ayanda:Idon'treallycare,mywifeisagoodperson.

Ihopeyoudon'tregretwhatyoudid

"Ayanda"



Ayanda:Ayamadodaavesaneabeiyiphukuphuku

njenxi(Menareidiots)

Heleaves.
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Seasonfinale

Twoweekslater

Phindile

Itiemyhairintoaponytail.Ibeenlivingwithmy

family,everyoneleftandsortofgaveusspaceasa

family.Itshouldhavebeenlikethis,butMzwakhe

decidednoheain'tdoingthat.SfisoandIhaven't

talkedtoeachotherinawhile,Iamsorrythings

turnedoutlikethisbutthemostimportantthing

rightnowisme.Itookaprettybadhardknock,just



tryingtoprocesseverything.

Thatisthethingaboutgettingintoarelationship

withouthealing,Sfisowillforeverhavethatscene

ofhisexcheatingonhimstuckinhismind.

UnfortunatelyIdidnothing,Ihavebeenfaithful.

MzwakheandIyeswedoflirthereandthere,buthe

knowshewon'tgetmeback,althoughneversay

never.

Itiemydressandheadout.

ImeetwiththemintheloungewithMphowhocan

barelywalk.

Me:Shame

Zithulele:Mom



Ilaugh.

AsIamwalkingtothekitchen,asoundofpeeing

drops.Istopandturnaround.

Zithulele:Didyoujustpee

Mpho:Noyouidiotmywaterjustbroke

Haibo.Kantihowfaralongisshe,fromthere

everythinggoeshaywire.

Zithulele

Everythingisjustacircus.Kimberlyisalsoin

labour,wehereatreceptionwithtwoscreaming

ladies.Howthefuckisthishappening.

SfisoandZaneleshowup.



Mpho:MrNkosipleasegetthesebabiesout,Ican't

takeitanymore

Shescreams.

Sfiso:Wheelchair

Theyplacedonthewheelchair,theybendandstick

theirtwofingersinside.

Sfiso:Yoh

Me:What,whatisgoingon

Dr:There'snotimewehavetodeliverthesebabies

rightnow



Sfiso:Zanele

Dr:There'snotime,push

Kim:Areyoucrazy,Iamnothavingmybabyon

floor

Dr:Ma'amifIdon'ttakethisbabyout,itwilldie

fromsuffocationisthatwhatyouwantno.Sopush

MandlenkosicomesflyinginandrushestoMpho.

Kimberlylooksatthatandlookshurt.

Mandlenkosi

Me:Mphoyouhavetopushcomeonyoucando

this

Somehowtheancestorswantthesebabiessafe



thanKim'sbaby,Idon'tgetit.

Mpho:Ican't

Sfiso:Mphotakeadeepbreathandpush

Me:Heyfocusandpush,doitformom

Thatseemstobeworking,thenursessurroundus.

Sheholdsmyarmtight,Ifeelherfingernailssinking

deepintomyskin.Okaythisisnotwhatimagined.

Theypushandpushandpushandthanwehear

theircries.

ZithuleleBhenguisafathernow.

Mzwakhe



Fourgrandchildrenwow,nothingcantopthisday.

Myboyisfathernowtoabeautifulbabyboy,and

twoofthemostadorablealbinismbabygirls.

Whatawow.

Zakhele:Weallthoughthewashavingboys

Hehasbeenhoveringoverthem.

Langa:Canwetalkaboutbabydeliveryofthe

century

Ihaveneverseenanythinglikethis,thesekidswere

bornrightinreceptionareathat'showeagerthey

weretocomeout.Allthreeofthemarehealthy

babies.



Zakhele:Yo

Me:Nottobeadebydownerbutarewedoingthe

tests,Mpho'sdadisonmycase

Zithulele:Idon'tneedtodoanytest,theyhaveher

eyesandperfectlyshapedeyebrowslikeThingo

Hesmiles.

Zithulele:Plustheyhavethebirthmarkisn'tthat

rightmyprincesses

OhthankyouMamba.

Phindile

Imakemywayinherward.Iwenttothehospital

churchtoprayforasafedelivery,thisnobody



expectedthistohappen.

Me:MayI

Hehandsmethebabies.

Me:Don'tworry,Iwon'tdropthem

Zithulele:Mphoyougoingtohurtyourself

Me:Youdidit

Mpho:Theylookjustlikeyou

Me:OurfirstCaucasianbabies

Mpho:Yallbelievemenow,theseareyourkids



Me:Yallarguedalotandfoughtalot,yallneededto

liveinmiseryforyalltobetakenoutofmiseryif

thatmakessenseandtheyalbinomakingthemvery

highrisk

Zithulele:Aretheyyouknow

Me:Yes.Thingoandthesetwowillnowcarrythe

giftandpowerthatisMamba

Mpho:Theydon'thavenames

Mzwakhetakesonetwin.

Mzwakhe:SiphokaziandSiphesihleBhengu

Me:Wow,hellomommy



Zakhele:Guysthereisanotherbabybornphela

Kimberly

Notoneofthemhascometocheckonme.Ifeelso

hurtyetsohappy,happinessfrommylittleboy.I

wasn'tmeanttogivebirthuntillikethreeweeks

afterbuthereweare.

DrNkosi:Shouldn'tyoubehappy

Me:Iamsir

DrNkosi:Thosetearstelladifferentstory

Idon'tgetittheyalloverthereandnotoneofthem

ishere,Zithuleledidn'tcareformeatall.



Thedooropens,heenterswithhismomanddad.

Ma:Forgiveusforcominginnow,helooksso

strongmayI

Icarefullyhandhermybaby.

Ma:AwphakithiinkosanayakwaBhengusawubona

khehla,wemaangithuyamoyizelawena(The

Bhenguheir,hellobaby.Ohyousmiling)

Shebabytalks.

Zithulele:Howareyou

Me:Iamgood

Zithulele:Uhmthebabiesaremine,therewasno



needforaDNAtest.Theyalbinismgirls

Me:Congratulations

Hesmiledthanheadsovertohisparents.

Ma:Finallyaboythatlookslikeme

Dad:InyourdreamsthaniwenaufananoMzwakhe

Bhenguangithwenakhehla(Tellheryoulooklike

yourgrandpa)asithinNhlanhlaZJBhengu

Ma:WowyouronaroleNZBhengu

Shecomesuptome.

Ma:Congratulations,pleasedon'tkeepusfromour

grandchild



Shesmiles.
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Mzwakhe

Myfamilyisgrowing,Ijustneedtobringitback.

MphoandKimberlyarecomingback,Zithuleleand

histwinwenttofetchthem.

Me:Mama

Phindile:Mm

Me:Howdowedothisthingisthereapossible

custodycase

Phindile:YoMzwakheayangaziZithuleleis

supposedtofixthat.Iamnotinvolvedthebabies



aretheone,Iaminvolvedin

Me:Theysnakes

Phindile:Yesandasnakechilddisappearsorturn

intoasnake,whatwillhappenwhenthathappens

andtheykillitorGodforbidcallanimalcontroland

theysendmybabytothewild

Me:Wedon'twantittolooklikewetakingsides

Phindile:Weare

Me:Mamano

Phindile:Don'tyouknowthekeytoeveryone's

happinessisme



Isigh.

Shelaughs.

Phindile:Letyoursondealwithit,theonlythingwe

canhelpwithisthebabies

Zithuleleayhewon'tbeabletohandlethis.

Sfiso

SeeingPhindilebroughtsomuchjoyintomylife.

Ifeltcompleteagain.

Ibattlebetweencallingherthisisthemosthardest

thing,Ieverhadtogothrough.Iputmyfearaside

andcallher.



Phindile:Ndlangamandla

Myheartskipsabeat.

Me:Uhmhi

Phindile:Howareyou

Me:Iamgoodandyou

Phindile:Iamfine

Me:Canwemeetarestaurantorwhereveryouare

comfortableat

Phindile:Why



Me:PleaseIjustwantustotalk

Phindile:Okayyoutextmewhenandwhere

Me:Nowbutokaythankyou

Shehungsup.

Zenze:Goingsomewhere

Me:Yes

Zenze:Okayletmechange

Me:Fuckingchangeforwhat,areyoumymother,

myfather.Youhaveapenisnexttoyourvagina,sit

yourassdown.Idon'tneedyouaccompanyingme

everywhere,Igo



Zenze:Sfiso

Me:Fuckyou

Iheadupandchange.

Dad:Whereyougoing

Me:Ngiyabuya(Iamcomingback)

Everyoneatthispointisannoyingme.

Phindile

Sfisowantingtomeetupwithmeisweirdand

confusing,consideringthefactthathekickedme

outandbrokeupwithme.Isparednotime,Iquickly

leftwithoutMzwakhehavingtoaskamillion



questions.

Ilookupandwaveathim,stilllookingsexyasever.

Sfiso:Hi

Ismilehechuckles.

Sfiso:ImissyouokayPhindile

Hetakesouthisphonesearchingthrough

somethingandgiveittome.

Sfiso:WhyPhindile,whyhurtmelikethisamIthat

badofapartner

Me:Whydoyoucareyouleftmerightanddidn't

givemeachancetoexplain



Sfiso:Iamnotcompletewithoutyou,Imissyou

morethananythinginthisworld.Iamnotmyself,I

don'tsleepatnightthinkingaboutyou

Me:ItoldyouSfisotimeandtimeagainthingsmay

appeartoberealbuttheynot

Sfiso:Igetthatnow

Me:Noyoudon'tbecauseifyoudid,wewouldstill

betogether

Helooksdown.

Sfiso:Congratulations

Me:Thankyou



Sfiso:Iguessyounotcomingbackanytimesoon

Me:Doyouwantmeto

Herubshisforehead,Ichuckle.

Zithulele

Iunderstandthatfeelingthejoythatcomeswith

beingafather.Thefeelingdadhaslong,longedfor.

KimandMphohavetostaywithmeforawhileand

Iamshitscared,theymightkilleachotheroroneof

themdecidestokeepmeawaybecause.Ican'tget

ittogether.

Dad:OhmyGodcanI,IpromiseIwon'twakethem

up



Me:Comeletmeshowyoutoyourroom

Mphoanddadheadtothelounge,heisahappy

grandfather.

Dad:Ahtheysmilingatme

Mpho:MrBhengu

Dad:CallmeMzwakhe

Me:Ma

Dad:She'snothere

Me:Wheredidshego



Dad:Idon'tknowsheranawaybutcallhershe

mightbeonherwayback.Hellonkosazane,hello

mommywema

Me:Come

Iamexhausted.

Phindile

Thatwasaninterestingdatewespokealot.Ifor

suremisshim,Ican'ttellifwewillenduptogether

again.TheBhengu'swantmehereandtheywon't

stopatnothingtogetmeback.

Mzwakhe:TellmeifIneedtopophim

Ichuckle.

Me:AwkodwababakaZakhele



Mzwakhe:Maseungibizakanjekuthngibhebhe

manje(Youmakemewanttofuckyou.Whenyou

callmelikethis)

Me:Don'tyoustophavingsex

Mzwakhe:Letsnottalkaboutthat,come

Isigh.

Mzwakhe:Thechildrenareback,thenurseryis

alreadydone

Me:Wegoingtoteachthemhowtodothis,

Zithulele

Welaugh.



Me:Aymybabyisababy

Mzwakhe:Doyoustillhavefeelingsforme

Me:No

Mzwakhe:Youaverybadliar,becauseIhave

feelingsforyouandnobodyelseandIknowyoudo

to

Welookateachother.

Sakhile:Ayphelaanikwaziukujolaiyinhliziyozenu

nizinikeabanyeabantu(Yallcan'tdoanythingwhen

yallhavegivenyourheartstootherpeople)

Me:Iwillgocheckonthekids.



IloveSfisoandevenifthingsdon'tworkMzwakhe

isthelastpersontoconsider.
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Zithulele

Iknownothingaboutbeingafather,dadwasn't

theretoteachme.Momwasn'ttheretoguideme,

thisisallnewtome.

Mom:Doyouladieswanttodothistogetheror

separate

Kim:Separate

Theyalllookatme.

Me:Kimberlypleaseallofuswereraisedhere,just



fortodayandnow.Please

Momisheretoteachushowtoraisemychildren.

Firstupbathing,babyskinareveryfragileandmust

betakencareofwithcaution.

Mom:Firstupyoudonotwanttooverwashorover

dry,seconddonotletthemgetusedtowater.

ZithuleleandZakhelecriedeachtime,theirfather

tookthemout

Mpho:NowonderyoustayintheshowertillJesus

comeback

Me:Girl

Mom:Youwanttobegentle,ohlookatthat



Mpho:Don'tdropmybabynow

Mom:Flirtsomewhereelseokayotherwise,Iwill

walkawayfromhereandweseewhokilleachother

first

Welookateachother,shesmilesohmanthisisa

disaster.

Sfiso

Iwakeupandmyheartissore.Igetupandmake

thebed,nomanPhindilemustcomeback.Ienter

thebathroomandlookinthemirror,Iseemom

behindmeagainwithanotherperson.Thistimeshe

issmilingandthismanisgrumpy,shelaughsand

theydisappear.

Whatdoesthatmean.



Itakeoffmyclothes,thedooropens.

Me:Haibo

Zenze:Perfect

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Zenze:I

Shesuddenlyfaints.

Voice:Wefoughtandfoughtalotyouarenotabout

toruinthis,getherout

TheythinkIcondonethisshit,yessleepingwithher

wasamistake.Iwashurtinganddrunkalot,she

fedontomyvulnerabilityandIallowedittohappen.



ButIreallyhavenofeelingsforher,Iignoreit

becauseIdon'tgiveafuckabouther.

Me:Mdu,ehMdu

Mdu:Bafo

Me:Velangaphkancane(Canyoucomehere)

Mdu:Yinsolandaumakoti(Wegoingtofetch

Phindile)

Me:Hambokhiphaubabymamalaphaya(Go

removeyourbabymamaoverthere)

Mdu:Babymama

Heentersthebathroomandlaughs.



Mdu:Youfinallykilledher

Me:Yes

Mdu:Tookyoulongenough

Welaugh.

Mdu:Whathappened

Me:Theancestors

Mdu:Mmthisisyourproblemwhyyoucallingme

Me:Ijustfeellikeit



Ilayflatonmybedandwatchhimdragherout

holdingherhand.Hebumpsheronthevanitylegs.

Mdu:Wesorry

Ilaugh.

Phindile

Zithuleleshouldn'tbepresentduringtheselessons.

IwishIcantakeKimberly'sside,butIamstaying

outofthisone.Mysonmusttakeresponsibilityand

avoidanydramaasmuchaspossible.

Myphonerings,privatenumber.

Mzwakhespanksmyass.

Me:Haibo



Mzwakhe:Stillgotthattightass

Me:Stopit

Mzwakhe:Iwillgetyoubackitsonlyamatterof

time

Me:Keeptellingyourselfthat

Myphoneringsagain.

Mzwakhe:Privatesawubonaawtheyhungup

ThanIremembergivingSwazimynumbercouldit

behimcallingme.



Me:Givemebackmyphone

Myphoneringsagain.

Me:Hello

Caller:MrsBhengu

Me:Youwanttomeet

Swazi:Howdidnevermindanywaysyes

Me:Okaywecanmeettomorroworanydayyouare

comfortablewith

Swazi:OkayIwillletyouknow



Hehungsup.

Mzwakhe:Sfisoagain

Me:Yes

Mzwakhe:HawuPhindileyoulying

Iwalkawayfromhim.

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Mzwakhe

Iheadout,Andilestepsoutofthepool.

Me:Wenana



Andile:Yousureyounotgay

Me:Iam

Itakeofmyclothesandtakeaswimaswell.

Me:Yeahthat'swhatIamtalkingabout

Helaughs.

"khulu"

Thobani:Kenziedon'trunyougoingtofall

Andile:Heyprincess

ShelooksatThobani.



Thobani:No

Shethrowsatempertantrumandcries.Andile

takesheranddipsherinthepool.

Thobani:Ngconongobaunemaliuzomyisa

esbhedlela(Goodthingyouhavemoney,youwill

takehertothehospital)

Welaugh.

Andile:Youwanttoputallofthisinjeopardy,you

havegrandchildrennow

Me:Crimelifewillalwaysfindawaytofollowus,

MikeEvansforinstanceswantusdead



Thobani:Andileshestillhasherclotheson,whatis

wrongwithyou

Andile:Ialreadyputherinnowyoucomplaining

Ilaugh.

Ilookup,Phindileisonthebalcony.

Thobani:There'sthatsmile

Zithulele

Me:Mphoyouneedtostopthat

Mpho:Whatyourmothersaidweloveeachother

andmadeforeachother



Me:Idon'tloveyou

Mpho:Youdon'tloveme

Sheslowlytrailsherfingersupmyarm,thankiss

myshoulder.Ipickherupandplaceheronthe

vanity,shemoans.

Me:ToobadIwouldhavereallytookadvantageof

thissituation

Mpho:Well

Shepushesmeandgetsdown,shepullsmypants

downandtakesoutDlabazane.

Me:Fuck
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Phindile

Ifeelbadforkim.Ireallydoatsomepoint,Iwent

throughthis.TheagonyyearningforMzwakhe's

love,althoughMphoisnotbeingmalicioustheygot

totakeitdownanotch.

Swazitextedme,hewantsustomeet.Ihope,Ican

getsomethingoutofhim.

Zithulelemakeshiswaytothekitchen,Igrabhold

ofhisunderarm.

Zithulele:Maishuuyangilimaza..Ma(Momouch!

Yourhurtingme..Mom)

Me:Lookather



Zithulele:Ma

Me:Don'ttouchme,donottouch.Lookather,you

fatheroncedidthatanditwasn'tahappyfeeling

Zithulele:Maokayngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)Iwillfix

it...Ma

Mzwakhe:Phindilekodwauyenzaniinganeyami

(Whatareyoudoingtomychild)

Me:Icoulddoworse,fixthisZithuleleandyoudon't

wantmetogetinvolved

Iletgoofhimandherunsaway.

Mzwakhelaughs.



Mzwakhe:Hey

Me:Iamgoingsomewheretoday,don'tfollowme

Mzwakhe:SolongitsnotSfiso,Idon'tcare

Me:Whatever..Mandlenkosi

Iseehimwakingup.

Zithulele

Myunderarmhurts,howisthismyfaultanywaysI

willtalktoKim.Ientermyroomandlayonthebed.

Mpho:Wowpostpartum

Shelaughs.



Me:Itsmom

Mpho:Whatdidyoudo

Me:Shesunkherclawsdeepinmyskin,myballs

wentcrazy

Iturnaround.

Me:JustsomethingIneedtofixdon'tworry

yourselfaboutit

Mpho:Okay

Me:OkayhowlongbeforeIcangobacktowork



Mpho:Youaskingme

Me:Iforgetyouslowsometimes

Mpho:Wow,Ididn'tknowyouwasaroundforus

Me:Yeahsohowlong,Ineedmoneythreebabies

onetimeain'tajokeandMandlenkosihasjustone

Mpho:Idon'twanttouseallmyboostcards,soyou

cangobackwheneveryouready

Me:Aveuyitshelaukuthusilewena(Youthinkyou

sosmart)

Mpho:DuhIwouldn'thavehadbabieswithyou

Me:Andthetruthfinallycomesout



Welaugh.

Me:WowandwhencanIenterthehoneypot

Mpho:Threemonths

Me:IwillgobacktoKimberly

Mpho:Andwecanbesisterwives

Me:Polygamyno,Iamnotmyfatherinsomeways.

YesIhavefuckedupbutitsonlybeenyouand

Kimberly,wellmostlyyou

Mpho:Sheshouldhavefocusedonherjob,buthow

withallthishandsomeness



Ikisshercheekandgetup.

Me:Iwillbeback

Mpho:Isawsometakeawayswarmthemupwhen

youdone

Igiveherthethumbsup.

Swazi

Heyguysyouknowbeenhiding,stillam.Iamhear

onotherorderswiththesamepeople.Thisguyis

soannoying,buthetoldmesomething.Mystep

mothernotyetcanhelpmegetbackmom.Ifshe

canthanmaybe,maybeIwouldthinktwiceabout

lettingthisshitgo.

ThewaiterbringshertothetableohGodthis

womanisimpeccableandadream,shesmiles.



Him:CanIgetyouanythingma'am

Whyisheundressingher,excusemebrodon'tyou

seeme.

Phindile:Iwillhaveaglassofchampagne

Me:Shewilltakeorangejuicethankyoubyebye

Hewalksaway,Ilookather.

Me:Don'tyouhavecancerorsomething

Phindile:Iamhonoredyoucare

Me:Idon'tcare



Phindile:WhatamIherefor

Me:Iheardyoucanhelpme

Phindile:Ohreally,Iamlistening

Herbeautyiscloudingmymind.

Zithulele

Ionherroomandenter,shelooksup.

Me:Hi

Kim:Hi

Me:Sawubonakhehla



Kim:Ijustputhimdown,hehasbeenrestless

Me:Iamsorry,Iwouldhaveloveditifyoutoldme

Kim:Anddowhat

Me:KimberlyItryinghere

Kim:Tryingwhat,yousoldmeliesandadream.

Youbrokemyheart,youchoseheroverme.Why

Zeewhy

Me:Thereisnojustificationformyactions.Iguess

IdoloveMphoandbeenlyingtomyself,Iadmitif

anythingIdidwascowardly.Leavingyouhanging

likethatandthanyouhavingtocarrymyburden



Kim:Mybabyisnotaburden

Me:Ourbaby.Ihaven'tbeenthebestpartnerlately,

butIalwaysputyoufirst.Youknowtheinsand

outsofmyfamily,mommayhavebeenasecretfor

obviousreasons.ButIwasridingwithyou,justnot

enough

Isigh.

Me:IamsorryKimberlynoamountofsorrywill

takeawaythepainyou'refeeling,butIamsorry.If

ourrelationshipisoveritsokay.Ihopewecanbe

goodparentstoourboy,ifyounotcomfortablewith

that.Icantakeyoubackhome,butthatsnothowI

wantthingstobelike.Ourbabyisgiftedsomeone

andneedstostaywithmom,forsometimejustlike

Thingo.Thedecisionisyourstowork,butwhatever

andwheneveryouneedsomethingtrustthebabyof

yourfathertobethere,waitthefatherofyourbaby

tobethere



Shechuckles.

Me:Iamsorry

Ihopeshedoesforgiveme.

Swazi:

Me:MymotherhasbeenkidnappedbyMichael

junior.Idon'tknowwhatforbecausehewouldn't

tellmeaswell,Iwanttotakerevengeonmyso

calleddad.Icanbackdownifonlyyoucanhelpme

eliminatetheproblem

Phindile:Whatisinitforme

Me:Sorry



Phindile:IfIhelpyouwhatdoIget

Me:Youcan

Phindile:Icanjustwalkinthereeateverybodyup

andwalkoutwithyourmother,butwhatisinitfor

me

Me:GoodnewsareabouttofalluponyouandIcan

tellyouwhatledtoyouandSfisobreakingup

Shelaughs.

Phindile:Ihavesomethingbetterprovetomeyou

areaBhenguandthanIwillhelp,notyourblood.

YouractionsifyoucanproveyouareaBhenguand

MotherfuckingMzwakhe'schild,Igetyourmother

andgetridofanyotherproblemsyourway



Shegrabsasausageandwalksaway.

Me:Whatdoesthatmean

Voice:ComebackhomeandIwillteachyouhowto

beaBhengu

Ican'twaitfortheday,Idon'thavetohearcrazy

voicesinmyhead.

Me:Ibillbokantininanisebenzakanjan(Theybill

please,howdoyouguysworkaroundhere)

BeaBhengulikewtf.
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Phindile

IbeensayingthistheBhengu'sdon'tknowwhatto



dowiththegazillionamountsofmoneytheyhave.

ButIgettodaywedoingalittle

ceremony/celebrationforthebabies,Itookthemto

theriverandintroducedthem.Nhlanhlawashaving

restlessnights,butnowheislikeallthekids.

Chilledandhandsome.

Me:Nenzani(Whatareyoudoing)

Mpho:Ubabaebethesikusize(Mzwakhesaidwe

musthelpyou)

Me:Ingakhonigulakanjeizintozenuzingalungi

nihambanikotizaningashadile(That'swhythings

don'tworkoutandyallcrazy,busydoingwifeduties

notmarried)

Mpho:Awma



Theylaugh.

Me:Ziphiiyingane(Wherearethebabies)

Mpho:Zithulelehasthem

MzwakheenterswithSbahle,Ilookatthemand

walkaway.

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Sfiso

Iwassurprisedandexcitedtobeinvitedto

Thabiso'shouse.Theymadeitapointtoletme

know,itsnotasocialvisitbuttheancestorsrequest

mypresenceandtheyhavenochoicetoinviteme.



Mdu:Idon'tminddressingup,drinkingandhaving

somefun

Musa:Younevertoldushowyourdatewent

Me:Informative,Ididn'tgetanswersthough.She

wasspeakingincode,Imustfigurethisoutonmy

own.Butyouknowwhathappened

Musa:What

Me:Isawmominverygoodspiritswithsomeman,

butthatmanwasveryangry.Shelaughedandthey

disappeared

Musa:Whatdoesthatmean

Me:Idon'tknow,theyknowsomethingbutyeah



Penelope:IfIhavetoreprimandyou,IswearIam

goingtodisownyou

Zenze:Penelope

Theyenterthekitchenarguing.

Penelope:Iamseriousmomyoudisrespectmamp

inanykindofwaytheBhengu'swon'tspearyou

Zenze:SfisoandMduwillprotectme

Mdu:Weesorry,Idon'twanttoblowupto

smithereens

Penelope:Dadisinlovewithsomebodyelse,ifyou

wanttoconvinceyourselfthatyouhavesomehold



overhim,thinkagain

Ntsika:Oooo

Njabulo:Touchdown

Theylaugh.

Ntsika:Youknowthatfamilyandlaughingisvery

contagious

Zenze:Thatsamewomancheatedonyourfather

Ntsika:Youdidn't

Zenze:Whatsthatssupposedtomean



Ntsika:Atleastshedidn'tgivehimkidsthatweren't

his

Sheslapshim.

Zenze:Howdareyouaccusemeofsuchfilth

Me:Yewenahowdareyouputyourhandsonmy

son

Zenze:Iwasknockingsomesenseintohim

Me:IwishIcouldknocksomesenseintoyou

Mdu:Okayokay,weseriouslyneedPhindileback

Me:Disappearfromhere,hithimagainandIwill

makeyouhateme



Howdoesheknow,youdon'tjustblurtsomething

outlikethat.Ifyoudon'thavefacts,hewillalways

bemysonregardless.

Phindile

IwasgettingreadywithMzwakheandThapelo

makingslyremarks,Icannotdealwiththis.Khetho

rememberhimwasdoingmyglam.HeisaBhengu

nowmarriedtoMtho,everyoneinthatworldwas

againstit.Theysomewhathidtheshameby

marryingMthokosizi'sgirlfriend,andthat'show

peopleacceptediteventhoughitwasan

abomination.

Khetho:Somanjebabesngempelauyamlahla(You

leavinghim)

Me:Iamtiredhunnay,tired



Mzwakhe:Anyonegay

Khetho:Unfortunately

Welaugh.

Thapelo:ThankgoodnessbecauseIdefinitely

wouldhavehadaproblem,hewasbusychasing

aftermekantithiswhoreisaftermybrother

Welaugh.

Thapelo:TheytrueBhengu'sp*ssyalltheway,but

theyarealovelyfamilyshame.Ididn'tthinkthey

wouldlast,Icouldn'tacceptitbut.Iwasn'tgoingto

chaseawaymyfamily

"MrsTinthehouse"



Me:Yeshoneyyoubetterworkit,Lelowow

Iamnotreadyforthisday.

Mzwakhe

SfisobeinghereIthought,therewasgoingtobe

sometension.ButIdecidedtokeepcuteignorehim

andthinkaboutPhindile,Ilovethateveryoneis

havingagreattime.Ifeellikebringinghimoutbut

eishnooneisreadyforhim.

Phindile:Anidakiwenamhlanje

Me:Khululekasazodakwasibhebhanekahle(Don't

worryweyettobedrunkandthanwecanfuckeach

othergood)



Olwethu:WeMzwakhesiyadlaawukahle(Stopitwe

eating)

Welaugh.

Mdu:Don'tyouthinkitsrudesleepingwith

somebodyelse'sfiance

Sakhile:Whosefiance

Linda:NgobaphelauPhindileushadekwaBhengu,

ngokwazikwamiusuwumamBhengu(Sheisa

BhenguandmarriedtotheBhengu's)

Thobani:Niyahluphakodwa(Troublesomemuch)

Andile:NobutsheisPhindileBhengu



Me:Ahahmyman

Linda:Sosfwaitohndlangamandla

Thabiso:Phindileisgoingtokillyouguys

Linda:Iamjokingman

Welaugh.

Phindile

Hewasignoringthemandkepthiseyesonme.He

mustknowtheshadyremarksandteasing,getting

himangryorannoyedisalwaysgoingtohappen.

ZenzealloverSfiso,IwishIcouldkillherandmake

hervanishsomewhere.Shelooksatmeandsmirks,

dammitwhyareweapartwhy.HowdidtheNkosi's



allowthistohappen.

Ntsika:Maangithsibuyanawenamhlanje(We

comingbackwithyou)

Me:Idon'tknowmylove

Ntsika:Ma

Me:Iknowbaby,Iknow

Mdu:KodwaMakotibuyaphelasikukhumbule

(Comebackpleasewemissyou)

Mzwakhe:Akayindawo(She'snotgoinganywhere)

Ntsika:Why



Mzwakhe:She'smywife

Everyonelaughs.

Ntsika:Whyokay

Mzwakhe:Yougotsomethingtosayboy

Ntsika:Ifyouwerethebossb*tchyouclaimyouare.

Youwouldhavegottenmommyonyourown

withouteludingthedumbplanSlindileandmom

hadtobreakdadandmommyup

Linda:Ah

Sfiso:What



Linda:Izanazomfana(Giveittohim)

Theylaugh.

Penelope:Ntsika

Musa:Nolethimtalkbaby

Mzwakhe:Itdoesn'tmatter,IcangetPhindileby

myself

Voice:Wenotgoingdownthateasily,wellnot

withoutafight

Me:Whatareyousaying

Ntsika:He



Mzwakhe:Thatsenough

Sfiso:Continuemyson

Mzwakhe:Whyhuhwhydoyouwanttoknow,you

don'tdeservethatrightbecauseheresheiswithme

Me:Ntsikawhatdidhedo

Heneedstotalkbeforewhateverisblockingus

catcheson.

Ntsika:Hemadeitlooklikethetwoofyouslept

together,wheninactualfacthedruggedyouand

gaveyoualcoholthangotinbednakedwithyou.

Thisfoolwasdumbenoughtobelieveit,shesaw

thatandcalledmom,theyhavebeenplanningto

breakyouguysupwithsome



Hepauses.

Thesepeopleshouldhaveleftmetodie,what

nonsenseisthis.
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Phindile

EmotionalIwasexhausted,MzwakheIknowhimat

thebackofmyhand.Iknowhowhismindworks,

nothingsurprisesme.Iamjustdisappointedhe

wenttosuchlengths,heknowsIloveSfiso.

Sfiso,Ihavebeentellinghimfromtimetotime.

Whateverhappensitmayseemrealbuttotallythe

completeopposite,butalliswellIwillfigurethis

out.Itdefinitelywon'tendthisway.

Sbahle:Hi



Iignoreher.

Sbahle:Phindile

Me:ThefactthatwesharedamanandIlikeyou

doesn'tmakeusbesties

Sbahle:Thereisnothingwrongwithgreetingeach

other

Mzwakhe:Okaypleaselet'snotfight

Hecomesbetweenusfastaslightning,Iclickmy

tongueandwalkaway.

Sfiso

HowcanIbesofoolish,youknoweverythingwith



Zenzeistrouble.Howdoessheevenknowthat

woman,whatisherbusinesswithher.

Musa:Iknewit,Ifuckingknewit.Sheisaspiritual

personhowdoyoujumpfromonpersontothe

other,unlesstheancestorsarepunishingyouor

something

Dad:Helostagoodonethere

Itwassobelievable,itlooked.

Me:Shit

Musa:Lookatyoucrying,youfuckingp*ss

Mdu:Haibodadishere



Musa:Nxi

Mhlengi:Musacomeback

Musa:Gowan(Fyou)

Somethingsmayappearrealbuttheynot.Icry,I

shouldhaveaskedherbeforeIjumpedinto

conclusions.

Zithulele

IhadbabiesandIamnotabouttoletanyonesteal

themomentormakeitaboutthemselves,ifmom

leaves.Iamtakingmykidsandleaving,Istillneed

hertohelpme.

Mpho:Idon'tthinkyoushouldinvolveyourselfbabe



Me:Ineedmom

Mpho:Noyouneedtobeamanandfixyourown

issues,shehasn'tleftoursideandwecannowtake

careofthebabies

Me:Mpho

Mpho:Iknow,Ithought.Iwasgoingtoneedmy

motherbutmissphastaughtmesomuchonhow

totakecareofanewborn

Me:Iwanttopunchyou

Mpho:Momanddadwillfixthings,ifweneedher.

Wecallandshewillbehere

Me:Bequiet



Shelaughs.

Igrabmylaptopandsitontherockingcouch.Why

isdadlikethis.

Iclosethelaptopandputitasidethangetandhug

her.

Mpho:Ncoooh

Me:Don'truinit

Ineedahugandmaybesomegoodgood,but

definitelyahug.

Sfiso

Mdu:Letstalk,youtoldNtsika



Me:No,youknowIwouldneverdothat.Hemust

haveheardmearguingwithhismother,ormaybe

Phindile

Mdu:Andwhathewassayingatthegettogether

Me:Hecancommunicatewithancestors

Mdu:What

Me:Whyyouthinkheisbackfromthestates

Mdu:Ididn'tknowthat

Me:OfcourseIknowbecauseIraisedhim



Mdu:Shutup

Ichuckle.

Mdu:Whatdoyouplanondoing

Me:Iwilllethercometome

Mdu:Youwon'tfightforher

Me:Shewouldbehereafterhearingwhathappened

Mdu:Sfiso

Me:Don'tworry,IamnotworriedPhindilewillcome

backthistime.Iamnotlettinghergo,sheisgetting

divorcedandmarryingme.Iamsellingthishouse

andmovingtomynewhouse



Mdu:What

Me:Yes

Mdu:Iamproudofyou

Me:Thankyou

Mdu:Treathergoodnow,leavethepastinthepast

Iwon'tpromiseIwon'tmakethesamemistakes

twice,butIcanguarantee.Iwillalwaysloveand

appreciateher.
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Zithulele



Myheartalreadyoutthedoor,shetakesallher

luggagedown.Iremaincool,Idon'twanttopopof

yet.

Me:Youleaving

Mom:IamasgoodasdeadwhenIwalkoutofthat

door,Iammovingoutofhisroom

Me:Ma

Mom:ZithuleleIamoldenoughtomakemyown

decisions,yallkeptmealiverightwhenIcouldhave

died.DonotandImeandonotdarefuckmeup

okay

Me:Yebo



Mom:Takethesetotheguestroom

Herphonerings.

Shesmiles,atleastsheisnotleaving.

Phindile

Nonhlehadcalledme.

Nonhle:Babe

Me:Iamtrappedinthisuglyhouse

Shelaughs.

Me:Ineedsomethingthatwouldmakemegetout

ofhere,becauseIcan'tseemtousemypowers



Nonhle:Heheldyoudown

Me:Idon'tknowwherehowinhismind,hethinks

himandIwillgetbacktogether

Nonhle:Sfiso

Me:Itshisfault,Iamherebutheisplayingitcute

Nonhle:Ayandaphelayoh,thesnakesaredriving

himcrazy

Me:Heneedstoshowhimself,itsbeenlongnow

andhehasbeenenjoyinglifetothefullest

Nonhle:OkayIamcomingover



Me:Icoulduseashouldertocrytocryon

Nonhle:Okaymylovebye

"Canwetalk"

Iwalkaway.

Sbahle

Iforgetshewasastuckupb*tchandstillis.

Me:PhindileIjustwanttotake

Phindile:Talkaboutwhathuhwhatdoyouwantto

talkabout

Me:Idon'tunderstandthisentitlementyou



suddenlyhaveitsannoyingme,justbecauseyou

themotherofhiskidsdoesn'tgiveyoutherightto

actbetterthanme.Heleftyouandiswithme

Phindile:Withyou

Shelaughs.

Phindile:IfIremembercorrectlyoutofallhis

girlfriends.Iamtheonlyonewifedupandhavekids

withhim

Me:Phindilestopthis

Phindile:Orwhat

Shegetsinmyface.



Phindile:OrwhatNthati

Me:Phindilegetoutofmyface

Phindile:OrwhatNthatiwhatareyougoingtodo,

actuallyyoutheoneactinglikeanentitledb*tch

Islapher.

Phindile

Iwantedtogetmyselftoreactandhavemyself

thrownout,butshedidmeahugefavor.Iam

gettingoutofher.

Mzwakhe:UcabangaukuthwenzanPhindile(What

doyouthinkyouaredoing)

Ilookathimandsaynothing,hechuckles.



Mzwakhe:Fineb*tchgo

Iamalreadyoutofthedoor.

Me:OhZithulelecanyouhelpmewiththis

Helooksatmeanddoesnothing.

Mzwakhe:Gonobodywantsyouanywayanddon't

youdareusethoseagainstmykids.Iwillhurtyou

sobadwoman

Itakemythingsandleavethemonthedriveway,

beforeIcangobackinsidethehouse.Therestof

mythingsaretossedoutlikethrash,Irejoiceonthe

inside.



Sfiso

Iwassurprisedandhappyatthesametimetohear

thatPhindileisoutside.Thedooropens,Nathan

walksinwithherandherluggage.

Phindile:BeforeyousayanythingIjustneedaplace

tostayforalittlebit.Icansleepintheguestroom

orguesthouse,youwon'tevenknowIamhere

Guestroomohnobabyyoubackupstairstomaster

bedroomwhereyoubelong.

Me:Nathantakeitupstairs

Nathan:Yessir

Ntsika:Mommy



Phindile:Helloboys

Ntsika:Thankyouforcomingback

Phindile:Canwediscusssomethings.Weneedto

fasttrackonthedivorce,Iknowthefirstpapershe

probablydestroyedthem

Ilookather,hercheekisalittlebitswollendon'ttell

methed*ckputhishandsonher.

"Phindile"

Thandazo:Ahngazengajabulausubuyile(Iamso

happyyouareback)

Phindile:Aningitshelimasenikhona(Youdon'ttell

mewhenyouhavearrived)



Theangrybirdcomesflyingin.

Tsepiso:Syajabulasisiusubuyile(Wehappyyou

back)

Zenze:Ufunanilomfazikwami(Whatisthiswoman

doinginmyhouse)

Herhousehaibo.

Thandazo:Kwakhohaibo(Yourhouse)

Theylaugh.

Zenze:Uyazingiqondenima(YouknowwhatI

meanma)



Thandazo:Angisomawakhominaungangidakelwa

(Iamnotyourmother,don'tfuckwithme)

Ipullheraway.

Mdu:Uvuvukelenomaimina(Isitmeorsheis

swollen)

Me:Jabulaukuthubuyileokunyenokunyeuyazi

sikulungisakanjan(Behappysheisback,wewill

dealwithotherthingslater)

Mdu:Bafo

Icallinsick,mybabyisbackyoh.
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Sbahle



Iatleastthoughthewouldhavekickedmeout,

becauseIslappedPhindile.Butheamazedme.

"YouslappedPhindile"

Theysayinunison.

Theme:Andyoustillhere

Me:Thosewerenotmyintentions,shewasinmy

face

Linda:Asimplepushorwalkawaywouldhave

sufficed

Me:Thatwouldhaveresultedinadeepphysical

altercation,it'slikeshewantedmetodoit



Theylaugh.

Linda:Girlstopnobodywantstobeslappedyou

wantedtodoit,getoutofhere

IlookatMzwakheandheisprettyangry.

Zakhele

AnunannouncedvisitfromNtsikaconfusedme,

whatishedoinghere.

Me:Iamsurprisedtoseeyouhere

Ntsika:Iamhereworkwise,InotsureifIam

speakingtorighttwin

Me:Zithuleleisalittlebittiedupatthemoment.I

amholdingitinforhim



Ntsika:Iamherewithregardstomyclientdivorce

settlementandweneedtosortoutsomethings

withthecompany

Iraisemyeyebrow.

Ntsika:Yourmother

Ilaugh.

Me:Okaywhoayouscaredmethere

Ntsika:Somethingfunny

Me:Momanddadhadalittleargumenttheywillfix

things



Ntsika:Welongstartedwiththedivorceprocess

Ilookathim.

Ntsika:ShewantsZithuleletobesoleownerofthe

companythatsinhername.Shewantsnothingout

ofitexceptformylawyerfees

Me:threehundredthousand

Ntsika:Perhour

Me:Youchargethreehundredthousandrandsper

hour

Hehandsmesomepapers.

Ntsika:itsmylawyerfeesinrands.Pleasecallme



forfurtherdetailsandquestions

Heleaves.

Haibowtfisgoingon.

KC:Boss

Me:Iamleavingcancelallthemeetings

KC:But

Ihungup.

Phindile

Sfisohasn'tleftmysidesinceIcameback,hehas

beenhoveringoverme.



Me:Whatiswrongwithyou,whyyoufollowingme

Hesmiles.

Sfiso:Ijustwanttomakesureyouareokay

Myphonerings,Idecline.

Thandazo:Inhliziyoyamiijabule(Myheartis

rejoicing)

Mhlengi:Youtwoweremadeforeachother

Mdu:Makotingiyaxolisabengazinathisabona,

esakubona(Iamsorry.Ididn'tknow,wesawwhat

wesaw)



Idon'twanttotalkaboutthis,Iamoverit.Idon't

wantthemtakingaboutit,myphonerings.

Me:What,what...Whatdoyouwant

Hekeepsquiet,Ihungupandswitchmyphoneoff.

Zithulele

Zakheleaskedtoseeme,Ineedsomethingto

distractme.

Me:Whatisit

Zakhele:Doyouknowmomisdivorcingdad

Me:What



Zakhele:Readthis

Hehandsmeanenvelope.

Zakhele:Hecameintalkingaboutmomwantsyou

tobesoleownerofthecompany

Thereasonwhyeverythingisinmom'sname,is

thatnobodywillbeabletotakeitfromus.

Zakhele:WhatdoesthismeanZithulele

Me:Everythingisinmom'snameifmomanddad

divorce,shewillgotojail.Ifshedieswelose

everything

Zakhele:WhyamIhearingaboutthisnow



Me:YouallletmebeCEO,soIkneweverything

aboutit

Zakhele:Okaymomanddad

Me:Whataboutthem

Zakhele:Surelyyounotgoingtoallowthatto

happen

Me:ZakheleIhavethreekidsonebabymamawho

hatesme.Idon'tgiveadamnaboutmomanddad,

bothofthemneverchooseus.Theyalwayswantto

useus

Zakhele:Aw

Me:Thanwegoingtolooklikespoiltbratsohwe



rudeandtheywonderwherewegetitfrom.Iam

tiredokay,Iamfuckingtiredwhateverhappens

happens

Zakhele:BroIdidn'tmeanto

Me:Pleasego

Idon'tcareanymore.

Mzwakhe

Outofallthethingsshecouldhavedone,she

slappedher.GreatMzwakhejustwhenyouhadher,

youletherslip.

Me:Fuck

"Whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappen"



Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Siza:Wehadaperfect,perfectplanandyouruined

it

Me:Mxm

Siza:Iamstillgoingtomakeeveryonepay,because

nowitisimpossibletogetbackwhatIwant

Me:Whatdoyouwant

Siza:Willyougiveittome,nodon'tlookatmelike

that.Willyougiveittome

"Mzwakhewenzan"



Isnapoutofit,Iambalancingonthebalconyrail.I

slipandgodown,hechangesintoasnakeand

wrapsaroundme.

Idangleandheslowlylowersmedown.

Thapelo:Youcrazy

Me:Idon'tknow,Iwasonthebalcony

Thapelo:Don'ttalktothatmananddonotallowhim

togetintoyourmind

WhatwasIdoing.

Me:Hewastryingtokillme

Thapelo:Youwouldhavekilledyourself,listenif



youwantPhindilebackfightforherdon'tbeabitch.

Aycomeonman,khemaniwhereisthemother

fuckerweallknow,growsomeballsbegentlethis

timeanddon'tohjustbecauseyouMzwakheyou

geteverything.Humbleyourselfbeforeher,there's

stilltimetofixit.PlusIdon'tlikethatSfisoguy

noneofusdo,sogetittogetherplease

Ican'tbelieveIalmostdied.Myheartfeelslikeits

abouttoexplode.
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Zithulele

Ididn'tcareifIlostthecompany,butthesiblings

advicemetotakethecompany.Thatwaymom

won'thavetoworryabout,usnotbeingableto

provideforourselves.IcalledNtsika,thisboyain't

nowayIampayinghimthreehundredthousand.I

makemoneylotsofit,butwhatkindoflawyerishe

madeoutofgold.



ThedooropensKCushershimin.

Me:Haveasit,Iamwaitingonmylawyerstoget

here

Ntsika:Cool

Me:Soyouchargethreehundredthousandperhour

Ntsika:Youabusinessmanrightcalculatewhatis

threehundredthousandindollars

Me:Iamgoingtodojustthat,KC

KC:Yesboss



Me:Whatisthreehundredthousandrandsin

dollars

KC:Holdonsir...Itsequivalenttoeighteen

thousandsir

Me:Thankyou..ListenhereMrNkosiIamnot

payingyouthreehundredbucks,hundredfinefifty

evenbetter.ButyounotdrippingingoldsowhydoI

havepayyouthatamountofmoney

Ntsika:Yourmotherisgivingittoyouformylawyer

fees,Iamnotbasedhere

Me:Iamstillnotpayingyouthreehundred

thousand

Hemakesacall.



Ntsika:Hi

Thedooropens,Imotionthemtocomein.

Ntsika:Hesayshewon'tpayme,haibomaIcan't

letyoupay.OkayIwilldothatokaybye,letsgeton

withit

Me:Whatdidshesay

Ntsika:Sinceyounotpayingmeyounotentitledto

knowthat,movingonhereisthecontract.Remove

thepaymentclauseandthecompanyisyours,

pleaseforwardthosedocumentsassoonas

possible

Hegetsupandleaves.



Khwezi:Andthan

Me:Justgetitdoneandsenditbacktohim

DonotgetmadZithulele.

Phindile

Thapelohadcametoseeme,definitelynotwhatI

need.

Me:Whyyouhere

Thapelo:Hopefullychangeyourmind

Me:Jointheline

Thapelo:Youdon'tlikethisguy,youjustfeelpityfor



himandyoudoingthistogetbackatMzwakhe

Me:Areyouhearingyourself

Thapelo:Loudandclearandyouknowdeepdown

insideyouloveMzwakheandalwayswill

Me:Arguingwithyouwon'tdoanythingyallmad

becauseyallnotgettingyourwaywithme.Itsbeen

yearsofthebullshit,itsbeenyearsofseparation

Thapelo:Whyyoustillmarriedthan

Me:Tellhimtosignthedivorcepapers

Thapelo:Phindileokaywhateverlistenthekingis

notbackingdown.Mzwakhetriedtokillhimself,he

probablywouldbedeadbynow



Me:Goodriddancetorubbish

Thapelo:Ah

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Thapelo:Isthisreallytheendofaneratheendof

MzwakheandPhindile

Whatwouldittaketoconvincethesepeople,

becausedeathisnotevenanoption.Theydon't

careIamwithsomeoneelse,theyseeitasgetting

backatMzwakheandIhaveneverbeenthattype.

Me:Itsfine,Iwillsortthatoutnowcanyouplease

go



Thapelo:Youknowwebothseethefuturerightand

youseenhowthingsaregoingendlike,maynot

happennowbutyouknowyoucan'tescapeit.You

andMzwakhebelongtogether

Me:HambaThapelo

Hedisappears.

Isigh.

Theysoannoying.

Sbahle

TherehasbeenquiteacertaindriftfromMzwakhe,

honestlyPhindilewantedmetodothosethingsnot

necessarilyslapher.Buttostartsomeshit,Ican't

tellifheisstillangryorwhat.Iamgoinghome,I

won'tstandupforbeingtakenforaride.



Me:MzwakheIamleaving

Mzwakhe:Bringsomethingnice

Me:Iamgoinghome

Mzwakhe:WhyisthisaboutPhindile,NthatiI

almostdiedandyouconcernedaboutwhatIfeelfor

mywife.Whywestilltogetherthanifsuchthings

aregoingtostartbuggingyounow

Thereisthatmanipulativevoice.

Thapelo:Ninasengiyabonaniyathanda

ukuchukuluzaiyonkaizilalele(Yalllikeprovoking

thesnakeandrun)



Mzwakhe:Youtalkedtoher

Thapelo:Ididbutshemightusethekidsasa

protectionbarrier

Mzwakhe:Won'tthatkillthem

Thapelo:MzwakheallyourarehalfofwhatPhindile

ismakingthemverydangerous,theirpowerswere

blockedbecauseyouguyscan'trespectPhindile.

Rememberwhatwetalkedaboutokay

Mzwakhe:Thankyou

Ilookdown,asnakeiswrappedaroundmylegs.

Me:Getofmeplease



Thisthingiscoldslimyandwetandscary.

Zakhele

TheonewhoisgoingtosufferthemostisZithulele,

hethoughttheywouldgetbacktogether.Ilearned

hegaveeachofusshares,Idon'tagreewiththat

decisionbutitssomethingworthgoodinthefuture.

Me:Hey

Zithulele:Yeah

Me:Iamseeingsomethinghere

Zithulele:What

Me:Momsbirthday



Zithulele:What

Me:Wanttodosomething,Zithulelecomeonits

momokayplease

Zithulele:Okay

Hedropsthecall,Ilaugh.

IgrabmyphoneandtextPenelope,everybodyis

goingtomakethisabirthdaytoremember.

Phindile

IbringSfisoasnack.

Sfiso:Thankyou



Me:YouknowIloveyouright

Hechuckles.

Sfiso:Okaywhatdoyouwant

Me:Justafewdaysoutofthehouse,Iwillbe

undergoingsomehecticthingswiththeancestors

Sfiso:Everythingokay

Me:Youknowthatkingiskeenonwanting

everyonetopay

Sfiso:Includingme

Me:Includingyouforsomereasonyoupissedhim

thegreatest



Sfiso:Hewillbestrong

Me:Iamhappybecausehecan'ttouchyouguys,

youhaveancestorsprotectingyou.Butwithmy

familyitsfairgame.Hecankillmykids,mygrand

babiesitsamess.Idon'twanttodoit,butifIdon't

everyonewillhateme.Itshardbeingme

Sfiso:Willweevergettoaplaceorapointwhereits

youandI

Me:Wecouldbothdieandliveinparadise

Sfiso:Mamnguni

Ilaugh.



Me:Itsyouwhohastobelievethat,itsyouwhohas

tobelieveinmyloveandthatitsenoughformeand

thebothofus.Didyouhearmyconversationswith

Thapelo

Sfiso:Ididn'tmeanto,hesaidalotandyoukept

quiet

Me:Ican'thelpwiththat.Iknowwhat'sinsideofme

Sfiso:Hey,Iamnotfightingwithyou

Me:Igetit,butthisrighthereistheonlythingthat

cansetyourmindfree.IloveyouSfisoandthere's

nothingornobodythatcanchangethat

Sfiso:Canyoupleasesaythatagain



Me:IloveyouSfisoandthereisnothingornobody

thatcanchangethat

DidIsoundconvincingprobablynot,butIlovehim.
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Fewdayslater

Zithulele

Momhasbeenwithusforacoupleofdaysandits

beenhectic.Idon'tknowwhereshesuddenlygot

thisenergyfrom,butitsmakingeveryonecrack.We

werewatchingherandLuyandiswasinging,andits

notlookinggood.Sheistheonewhogotmoms

angelicvoice.

Shehasn'tshownusanykindoflove,shehasbeen

pushingustodoweirdthings.Shewalksincrying

wipingherface,yeapthatswhatithascometo.



Everydaymommakesuscry.

Dad:Whatswrongprincess,okaymyangeldon'tcry

Sbahle:Mzwakhedon'tyouthinkthisisenough,

everydaythekidsarecrying

Ndiswa:She'smeandaddy,Idon'tunderstandwhy

sheisactinglikethis

Dad:Youknowmommyisspecialright,sheisnot

likeus.Insteadoffightingwithher,whydon'tyou

showherwhoyouareandthatyouarenotgoingto

takeherb*tchmode

Whatkindofadviceisthat.

Momenters,shegrabsawaterbottleandwalks



away.SheistotallyadifferentpersonandIthink

shegotmultipleeyes.

Ndiswa:Dad

Dad:Iloveyoutoomybaby

Ndiswa:Momwaitpleaseletstryagain

Mom:Myworddoesn'tmeananythingtoyou

Dad:Phindilec

Mom:Don'ttellmetofuckingcalmdown

Shesnaps.



Pearl:Calmdown

Sherubsherback,isshecrying.

Luyandiswa

NowIfeelbad,Ididn'tmeanforhertocry.AllI

wantedtosomecomfortnotmomendingup

makingmymothercry,nothingisaspainfulas

seeingyourmotherinpainbecauseofsomething

youdid.

Me:MomIamsosorry,Ididn'tmeantomakeit

seemlikeIamquestioningyourauthority

Mom:Letstakeitfromthetop

Isighthanfixmymic.



OkayLuyandiswagirlsingfromtheheart.

ShestartssingingandIfollowher,ourvoicestartto

flow...Ihitahighnoteandsomethinghappensin

thepool.Ablackandwhitesnakeappears.

Mom:Someareattractedtoaspecificnote,it

mesmerizethem.Sheisyourguardiansnake

Itslithersoutofthewaterandcomestomecoiled

up.

Mom:ThisisNkanyezi

Iamsmittenbyhowitlooksandhowofa

connectionIhavewithher.Shetransformintothis

beautifulgirl,Iwouldsaythesameageasmebut

maybemucholder.



Shesmiles.

Mom:Takecareofmybaby

Kanyezibowsatmomandshewalksaway.

Nkanyezi:IamNkanyezi

Me:LuyandiswabutyoucancallmeNdiswa

Nkanyezi:IknowyouMrsKarabo

Ilaugh.

NotyetwestillhaveloadstodobeforeIbecamea

Mrs.



Zakhele

Iheardthingsarestillhecticathome,Idecidedto

leaveworkearly.

Me:Everythingokay

Zithulele:Iamfine,butmomisnotokay.Ididn't

wanttoleaveheranddad'sgirlfriendbeinghere

Me:Whyismombeinglikethisanyway

Zithulele:Shewilltelluswhensheisdone,itslike

weganginguponherandthatdoesn'tfeelright

Mom:Helloboys

Me:Heyma



Igetupandhug.

Mom:Howiswork

Me:Workisgreat,Ithink.IlovebeingCEOsuitsme

justfine

Mom:Whataboutyourfreakbrother

Zithulele:Mom

Welaugh.

Sbahledecidestoruinthemood.

Sbahle:PhindileIamsorry,Ididn'tmeanto

interfere



Mom:Whyyoubuggingmehuhwhy

Sbahle:Idon'twantanybadbloodbetweenyouand

I

Momwalksaway.

Zithulele:YeahsoanythingIneedtogoover

Me:Uhmyeahthisbuilding

Weteammomalltheway,nomatterhowmuchshe

disappointsus.

Sbahle

WhatmiserydidIputmyselfinto,whydoes

Phindilenotlikeme.Idon'tunderstandnow,yeswe



nottightorbestfriends.Butwerespectedeach

otheratsomepoint.

Sakhile:Stillnothappy

Idon'tevenwanttotalktoanyone.

Sakhile:Don'tputyourselfintheirbusiness,they

goingtoturnonyousobad

Me:WhyamIherethan,whatisthepointofme

beinghere.Iwon'tbemadeafool,keepquiet

Theylaugh.

Me:Iamgoingbacktomyhouse

Iwillsendsomebodytofetchmythings.



Mzwakhe:Nthatidon'tgo

Me:WhynotMzwakhewhynot

Mzwakhe:Please

Hekneelsdown.

Phindile

Iamawakeningthechildren'sgift,Iwon'talwaysbe

aroundtoprotectthemfromevil.Unlockingtheir

giftsmakesthemstronger,nothingcanpass

throughthemasfarasevilisconcerned.

Sfiso:Howyoudoing

Me:Iwanttocomehome



Sfiso:Thebedfeelsemptywithoutyou,haveyou

beencrying

Ilookaway.

Sfiso:Yougoingtomakemecry

Me:Itsjustsohardbut,Ieventuallysucceeded

today

Sfiso:Thatisgreatnewshowlongbeforeyoucome

back

Me:Betweentomorrowandthenextday,butIwant

tocomehomenowwherearemybabies.Arethey

takingcareofyou



Hesmiles.

Sfiso:Youknownobodytakesbettercareofme

thanyou,everyoneisokaywejustmissyou

Me:Weshouldtakeanothervacationafterthis

Sfiso:Nowyouspeakingmylanguage

Me:Iloveyou

Sfiso:Iloveyoutoomylove

Ismileandendthecall.

Voice:Umakotiungowethu(Thebrideisours)



Voice:Siyavuma(Weagree)

Voice:Uzojabulisaumfanawethu(Sheishereto

makeoursonhappy)

Voices:Sithiyeleleyelelesiyavuma(Weagree)

Whyaretheysingingthatsongaretheyseeing

something.
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Mandlenkosi

Itwasmyturntofeeltheheatandthereisnotone

boneinme,thatknowshowtodance.SinceMamba

choseme,Iamhiskeeperwebeenatitforawhile

nowandI'mstruggling.Momisatoughcookieshe

doesn'tbreakthateasily,wedanceanddancebutI

failtoattractmypeople,insteadtherentsjoinus.



Me:Fuck

Dad:Youstrugglingalso

Me:Ididn'texpecthertobethisviciousand

Dad:She'sasnakehowisshesupposedtoact,cool

andhappyallthetime

Me:Dad

Dad:Shutthefuckup

Pearl:Mzwakhe

Dad:Youstayoutofthis,justbecauseyougota

tasteofSizwe'sd*ckyouthinkyouhavetheballsto

talktome



BabLinda:Wait

Theylaugh.

BabThobani:Pearlsiwe

Theylaughsohard.

BabLindani:Thobaniwaitdon'tholdme

Shewalksaway.

Mom:Pearlstop

Pearl:NotnowPhindile



Mom:Pearlplease,Ineedyou,forgetaboutpeople

whohavenoregardsforotherpeople'sfeelings.

Please

Pearl:Youwouldthinkhehaschanged

Mom:Idon'thavetimesomoveit

Iheadoutside,Ineedtofinishthis.

Mzwakhe

ThetensionbetweenPhindileandIisdrivinga

wedgebetweeneveryone.Becausesheisupset,

everyonehastofeelit.Idecidedtoleaveandgive

everyonespace.

"Wakhe"



Ilookoverandseeabunchofcarslinedup.

Lindani:OhmyGodyouknow,Istillwantedtoknow

thestorybetweenSizweandPearl

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Youcan'tcrybyyourself

Thobani:Andwewon'teverletthathappen

Lindani:Wehaibolethimcry,lethimseeanother

b*tchtakingcareofPhindileinwayshenevercould

Me:Ouch!Brothanksforthevoteofconfidence

Lindani:Uyazingigcwelengaweskhulu



Ifacethemountainsandletoutascream.Iam

breaking,IneedPhindile.IamsorryforeverythingI

haddonetoher.

Zithulele

Miraculouslywefoundourselvesdancingand

followingMandlenkosi'slead,thatwasfun.

Somethingwasdrawingustohim.Iguessthisis

whatmomwastalkingabout.

Esi:Thatwasfun,Ididn'tknow.Icouldmovelike

that

Me:Right

Mom:Zithulele



Ilookaway.

Mom:TomorrowIwillbeleaving

Me:Ma

Mom:Yourfatherwastheonewhogavemeup

Me:Youguysareatotalkilljoy

Mom:Ifyouneedme,Iwillbewithyourbabies

Shewalksaway,thatisfineshewon'tsnoop

aroundonthesurprisewehaveplannedforher.

Sfiso

IhavethisterriblebackpainandAuntThandazo



washererubbingmyback.

Me:Mmmmaimakancane(Waitaminute)

Mdu:Youneverhadbackproblems

Me:MaybeitsmissingPhindile

Theylaugh.

Thandazo:Ithasn'tbeenthatlongsincesheleft

Me:Chamakodwakubuhlungu(Nobutmomits

reallypainful)

Myphonerings.



Me:Sthandwasam(Mylove)

Phindile:Heywhatiswrong

Me:Mybackisreallypainful

Phindile:YoubeensittingonthatchairIalwaystell

younottosit

Me:Thisisadifferentkindofpain

Phindile:Iamcominghometomorrow

Me:Pleasethesepeoplearedrivingmecrazy

Phindile:Okaymylove,Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoumore

Shehungsup.

Me:Mduawusukelaeduzekwami(Canyoumove

awayfromme)

Mdu:Haibo

Iputmyphoneawayandsleep,thatsanotherthing

that'sweird,Isleepalot.

Zithulele

Myheartiscontent.

IlookupandMphoisstandingonthewallwearing

lingerieandcarryingasinglerose.



Me:Sixweeksoveralready

Mpho:NojustshowingyouwhatIstillgot

Ichuckle.

Me:Yougettingmeexcitednow

Mpho:That'stheidea

Me:Shouldn'tyoubebreastfeeding

Mpho:Iwanttotalktoyouaboutsomething

Me:ThatsnevergoodbutIamlistening

Mpho:Iwashopingtodosomethingwithmylife,



unlesswhateverwehavegoingonleadstome

beingafullhandsonhousewife

Me:Youdon'tstrikemeasanintellectual

Mpho:Zithulele

Me:Whateveryouwanttodo,Iwillbewithyou

everystepoftheway.Ifyouneedmyhelpyoucan

alwaysdressuplikethatandwell

Ibitmylowerlip,thebabycriesfromthebaby

monitor.Sheputsonadressandheadsout.

Mpho:Phindilewhatareyoudoingtomychildren

Theylaugh.
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Zithulele

Idefinitelywanttogoalloutformymotherbutina

niceway.

Zakhele:HowaboutabraaiatSfiso'shousethan

lateronwehavenicedinnerparty

Me:Apartythatwouldwantspeeches

Zakhele:Mandlenkosicantalk

Ndiswa:IknowaThanksgiving

Me:Thatsagreatideasis

Zakhele:Let'sgettoitthanandtelleveryone



Dad:Whatareyoub*tchswhisperingabout

Me:Asurprisepartyforourmother

Dad:Ohisthereanythingdadcando

Me:Beonhisbestbehavior

Dad:Hereonthemansionnowhereelse,nowhere

else

Washealwaysthisimpossible.

Sfiso

IarrivehomeandIamdeadasstiredallIwantisa

bed.Ihearthewaterrunning.



Me:Phindile

"Yesbaby"

Ienterthebathroomandsheisbathingourlittle

one,Ismile.

Phindile:Thanisawubonababa,Thanisawubona

(Sayhellodaddy,hellodaddy)

Iwakeupgasping.

Igetupandheaddownstairs.

Me:Phindile



Phindile:Hey

Shehugsme.

Phindile:Youokay

Me:Whendidyoucomeback

Phindile:Justnoweverythingokay

Me:IhadaninterestingweirddreambutIcan't

seemtorememberit

Sheputsherhandonmyforehead.

Me:Whatdoyousee



Phindile:Iamnotsure,butIseeyouveryhappy

Me:Mmm..Imissedyou

Wekiss.

Zithulele

Sofarwegotanideaaswhattodoformoms

birthday.

Me:Hellomyprincess,halonkosazane

Mphohasfallenasleep,Igrabmybabiesbecause

theyawake.Iheardstrongerpowerfulleaderskill

themforriches.

Me:Letsnotdisturbmommy



Dad:Ohmygoodnessaretheysleeping

Me:Mybabiesdon'tneedyourbadjuju

Dad:Boy

Ichuckle.

Hisfacelightsupeverytimeheisaroundhis

grandchildren.

Dad:Dotheyneedbathing,eatingorbeingchanged

nopeyoustillgooddownthere

Me:KC

KC:Boss



Dadtakestheothertwinfrommeandwalksaway.

Me:Whatyoudoingherenevermindletsintoit

"Zithulele..Zithulele"

Me:Heyhey,theywithdad.ItookthembecauseI

didn'twanttodisturbyou,itsokay

Dad:Lookatmommyterrified

Me:JeezKCIamonmaternityleave

KC:Moneywaitsfornobody

Dad:Truethat



Phindile

Itfeelsgoodtobehome,backtomysanityand

happyplace.Idon'tknowwhatisgoingonwith

Sfiso,butitwillsurelymakehimhappy.

Zenze:Didn'ttakelongforyoutowormyourway

backintomyfamily

Me:Youexactlylikemyhusbanditbugstheshitout

ofyouthatthereissomeoneelse,makingSfiso

happy

Shetriestoslapme,herbreathhitches.

Me:DoyouknowwhoIam

Shestrugglestobreathandgoesdown.



Me:Ishouldhavekilledyoutheminuteyoushowed

youruglyass.Ialsoshouldhavekilledthat

husbandofmine,buthisancestorsarearound

Ilookather,andcrossmyarms.Shefightsalosing

battle.

Me:LeaveSfisoalone,don'tpushme

Iletgoofher,shegasping,coughingandbegging

forwater.Ifillajugfullofwaterandpouritonher.

[06/22,12:56].:112

Phindile

WehavebeeninvitedtoluncheonbyZinhle,sheis

finallyshowcasingherfashionline.OneI

participatedin,itsgoingtobeanamazingday.



Mdu:Makoti

Me:Yebobhuti

Mdu:Senixabenefuthnobafo(YouandSfisoare

fighting)

"Yewenangizokushayaungijwayelakabi"(Iwillhit

youwhatiswrongwithyou)

Idon'twanttothink,whatIthinkitis.Maybeheis

goingthroughsomemidlifecrisesorworkis

startingtogetintense.

Thandazo:Sisinixabaneyini(Youfightingagain)

Me:NingakhohlwabointombikaLwandile



inomcimbimelesibebahle(Don'tforgetZinhle's

eventtoday,wehavetolookbeautiful)

Iamnotsayinganything.

Zithulele

Everyonewasexcitedtogooutandhavefun.I

know,Iam.

Dad:Howismom'sbirthdaypartygoing

Me:ItscomingalongMphodecidedtoplan

Helooksatme.

Me:Nottoworrysheislookingthroughsomeofthe

spectaculardecormomhasdone



Dad:Shebettermywifedeservesonlythebest,so

youguysbettercomethrough.Isn'tthatrightyou

cutething

Mpho:Whoa,hisskinsometimesisirritableso

applythisbeforeputtingonhisclothes

Dad:Howareyouguysfiguringthisout

Mpho:Shedoesn'twantmeanywherenearhim,

thesearebabiesIamnotgoingtoharmthem.

MaybeherorusethemtogettoZithuleleorthe

family,itssadwecan'tworktogetherbutwedon't

wanttopushher

Me:Don'tforgettoday'sevent,excuseme

Dad:Zithulele,wowweneedpeoplelikeyoutodeal

withus



Theylaugh.

LwandileNkosi(Sfiso'sson)

Mybabydidaspectacularjobthevenueislooking

outofthisworld.

Me:Thisisgorgeous

Zinhle:Itsjustaluncheon

Me:Butitlooksamazinggreatuseoftheoutside

space

Zinhle:Thankyou,yourfamily

Me:Everyoneisontheirway.Iamsuperproudof

youmylove



Iwanttohaveagoodtimeandforgetaboutdad's

tantrums.

Phindile

Wearriveatthevenueanditisgorgeousbutcold,

whydidn'tthisgirltellmeweoutdoors.

Lwa:Mom

Me:Heybaby

ThethingIlovemostaboutSfiso'skids,Ican

embarrassthemkissthemallovertheirfaceand

theywouldn'tmind.

Me:Lookatyouallhandsomeandall



Lwa:Wetry

TheBhengu'sarriveohboy.

Mzwakhe

Ipromisetobeonmybestbehavior,Iwillkeepto

myself.

Sbahle:Atleastpretendtobehappy

Me:Iamnotpretendinganything

Shewalksawayfrommeandheadstotheladies.

Me:Iamboredalready,whenisthisstarting.What

arewewaitingfor



Lindani:YoushouldbehappySfisoain'there,

perfectopportunitytosneakwithmommyandtata

ta

Us:Tapthatass

Welaugh.

Ilookatherandshehappenstobestaringatmeas

well,Ismile.Shelooksdownsmilingaswell.

Sfiso

Iarriveprettylate,Iwasrushinginbetweenmy

rounds.Rushinghometofreshenupthancoming

herewhichlooksspectacular,wasamission.

Me:HeyguyssorryIamlate



IhopeIdidn'tmissanything.Phindilegetsup,

somethingisdefinitelywrongwithhowIam

dressing,becauseIwasrushing.

Lwa:Wewerewaitingforyou,mom'srequest

Me:Iamokaythankyou

Wesitdown,Iamhungry.

Zinhle:Welcomeeveryonethankyousomuchfor

beinghere.Asachild,Ialwayslovedfashion,style

andclotheslikeanychildwould.Idevelopedthis

hugeloveforclothesfromtheir,Iranwithit

Lwa:Yousuredid

Welaugh.



Zinhle:Ihadthepleasureofworkingwithohmy

God,themostwonderfulpersonever.Wegotinto

lotsoffightswithMrNkosiaboutmissoverhere

Ismile.Idefinitelyrememberthosefights.

Zinhle:Butwepulledthrough,andthisiswhatwe

madepleaseenjoymyfirstevershowcasethank

you

Thescreenturnsonandthemusicplays,thiswhat

wasthatphotographernames.Iforgotdidan

amazingjob.

Me:Allthiswasdoneinmyhouse

Zinhle:Someofit



Itendswithherholdingaglassofsomething

walkingdownthecorridor,wearinglingerie.

Weclapourhands.

Lindani:Youstillgotit

Phindile:Ineverlostit

Lindani:Okaynow

Zinhle:Sowhatdoeseveryonethink

Thabiso:Welldonenkosazaneanythingwithher

blossoms



Zinhle:Thankyou

Zenze:Thereissomanyprofessionalmodelsout

thereyoucouldhaveused

Lindani:Ladynobodycaresaboutwhatyouhaveto

say

Zenze:ExcusemedoyouknowwhoIam

Lindani:Youareahoejustlikeallofus

Lwa:Thankyoueveryonemyloveyoudidgreat

Me:CanIgetsomeofthosepicturesonmyphone

Phindile:Okaypeoplenowthatyouhaveseen

pleasebuy,ZithuleleMphoishavingabirthday



soon.Somelovelydressesheretopickfrom,lets

havefun

"Herehere"
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Mzwakhe

IrealizenowIamstartingtofallformywifevery

hardandlovingheralloveragain.

Me:Zithulelewozala(comehere)

Zithulele:Whatitisnow

Me:Ngizokushayanjalowenamfanaungiphaphela

(Iwillhityouboy)

Zithulele:Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)



Me:Hamabocelaumawakhoukuthmasiqedala

seyendlini(Goaskyourmotherifwecangotothe

mansionafterthis)

Zithulele:Awumcelingani..Yebobabangizokwenze

njalo(Whydon'tyouaskhereyourself..YesdadI

willgoaskher)

Sakhile:Watchwhatthisfooldoes

Zithulele:Weemaumkhwenyanewakhouthi(Mom

yourhusbandsaid)

Hescreams.

Me:Yewenanja(Youarshole)



Welaugh.

Sakhile:Itoldyou

Hecomesback.

Zithulele:Uthemcelewena...Ayayngekengilokhe

ngidlalaublackmampatilenani(Shesaidaskher

yourself,noIamnotgoingtobeplayinghideand

seekwithyouguys)

Iwillsmackthiskidsobad,sohelpmeGod.

Me:Ladies..Mamakancane

Westepaside.

Me:SoIcan'taskmychildrentoaskyoutocometo



andhavedinnerwithus.Imeanwestillmarriedand

havechildrentogether

Phindile:Notforlong

Me:Canyoupleasecomeover,please

Phindile:OkayletmegoaskSfiso

Isigh.

Phindileaskingpermissionfromanotherman,urks

me.Ihatethatshit.

Sfiso

Iwasstandingwithmyboysjokingaround,thelove

ofmylifemakesherwaytous.



Lwa:Awdimamzo

Ntsika:Missmodelextraordinaire

Phindile:Thiswasbeautifulreally,takeapicture

withdad

Me:Youandmeokay

Iwrapmyarmaroundherandsomethingmovesin

me.Isqueezeherwaist,sheputsherhandonmy

chest.Thecamerasnaps,welookateachotherand

kiss.Thecamerasnapsagain.

Me:Youlookbeautiful

Phindile:Youdotouhm,thekidswouldlikemeto

jointhemfordinner



Me:Reallynow

Phindile:Iwillcomeback

Me:Don'tmakepromisesyoucan'tkeep

Phindile:OkaymaybeIwillcomebacktomorrowor

theotherday.IfIamabletoescapeoryoucanjust

comewithme

Me:Nothankyougodealwithyourpsycho's

yourself

Welaugh.

....



Mzwakhe

FamilytimeiseverythingformesuddenlyIamjust

excitedandoverwhelmedwithemotions.

"Youstartedwithout"

Myheartraces.

Lindani:Awwethoughtyounotcominganymore

Me:Butwehappyyouhere

Mandlenkosi:Ma

Thesekidsloveandadoretheirmother,justme

whoistheproblem.



Thabiso:Ndlangamandlauvumile(Sfisoagreed)

Phindile:Cha,ungilindilengaphandle(No,heis

waitingformeoutside)

Me:AwheisscaredIwillfuckyouagain

Shelaughshard.

Phindile:EvenifIwantedshamethatwillnever

happen

Me:ManjemamangiyacelaeyakhonoSbahle

niyilungise(YouandSbahlecanwefixit)

Phindile:Idon'twanttoandyoukeeppushingit,I

willleave



Me:AykeItried

Iamhappysheishere.

Sfiso

WegethomeandIsupertired.IthoughtZinhlewas

agolddigger,butthefactthatsheishustlingand

providingforherselfmakesmeproudofher.Ihope

mybabygirlgetstothatpoint,beingindependent.

Shealreadygottwodegreesanddoingherhonors,I

wishforeverygirlouttheretomakeitinlife.

Me:Macelaungiphindafuth(Canyourubmeagain)

Thandazo:AySfisokantiyini(Whatiswrongwith

you)

Me:Thandazoyinimanjehawuimaliiyangenanjalo

angaziuzonikwaubaniimali(Iamgettingpaid,we



willseewhogivesyoumoney)

Shevigorouslythrowsherbagandcomestome.

Welaugh.

Thandazo:WhereisPhindile

Me:Youwantmoneyrightstoptalkingandrubmy

back.Penelopecanyougetmesomecrackersand

peanutbutter,notthechunkystuffandcheese

Penelope:Wedon'thavepeanutbutterandcrackers

Me:Butokayyouknowwhatfine,Iwillgetitmyself

sinceallofyouguyshatemesomuchinthishouse

Thandazo:HaiboSfiso



Istormoff.

Phindile

Iwon'teverpasstheopportunitytoseemychildren.

Iamgratefulthattheyhere,IlovethemandIwill

alsobethereforthem.ItsbeengreatbutIthink,I

havetogohome.TheNkosi'shavebeencallingme,

somethingaboutSfisoohman.Idon'tevenwantto

dealwiththis,coulditbethatIampregnant.Iknow

thesesymptomsverywellay.

Thereisonlyonewaytofindout.

Me:Alright,Iamallset

Zithulele:Uyaphi



Me:Backhome

Zithulele:Ithoughtyoustayingabitlonger

Me:Iamnotstayinginthishouse

Zithulele:Mompleasedon'tgoit'slatenow,

disappointSfisoagainandyouguysbreakupand

getbacktogetherwithdad

Mzwakhe:Isecondthat

Me:Shutup

Mzwakhe:Leavetomorrowcomeonwenotgoing

todoanything

Voice:Grantthemthislastwishbeforebreaking



theirhearts

Me:No

Voice:Ohyes

Me:Iamold

Mandlenkosidropstheglassandcovershismouth.

Me:Fine,Iwillstayjustfortonight.Yourdaddytries

anything,Iwillobliteratehim

Mzwakhe:Awmommy

Itsnottrue.
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Sfiso

FeelslikeIhavesleptthroughArmageddonandI

wokeupwiththebruises.DidIdrink,Ilookoverthe

bedisemptyohIamgoingtokillPhindileandthat

uglyhusbandofhers.

Voice:Mygreatgrandchildisanythingbutugly,hoe

please

Igetupandmakethebedthanheaddownstairs.I

smellsomethingnice.

Me:Ohyouoneluckyb*tch.Iwouldhavekilledyou

sobad

Shegigglesandkissesme.



Phindile:Iamgoingtobeallovertheplacebecause

wellyeah

Herphonerings.

Phindile:SthandwasamawkodwaboNkosi

ningenzani,excusemeitsyourdad.(Whatareyou

guysdoingtome)Angikholwaneze(Idon'tbelieve

it)

Shewalksaway,Iwonderwhattheyupto.

Zithulele

Itwaslovelyspendingtimewithmom,tomorrowis

herbirthday.Thethingsarecominginnowitsgood

sheleft,butshealwaysleavesearlyifshespends

thenightwithus.

Mpho:GuysIwanttoshowyousomethingplease



come

Dad:Stop

Mpho:DidInailit

Weheadoutside.

Me:Howdidyoudidthiswithoutanyonenoticing

Dad:Ibeenwonderingwhythepoolisempty

Mpho:Imagineitinthedarkandthelightshining

BabSakhile:GuysIdon'tthinkweshouldbe

celebratingherbirthday



Dad:Why

BabSakhile:Shovowedtonevercelebrateit

Dad:Oh.Fuck

BabSakhile:Yeah

Me:Iseverythingokay

Dad:Wewilljustsayitsadinnerparty,everything

willbeokayenoughSakhileIgetit.Ineedtotalkto

youguysgathereveryone,excuseme

Hewalksaway.

Sfiso



Me:Youguysreallyhateme

Mdu:Whathavewedonenow

Me:Youdon'ttellmeitsmyfiancébirthday

tomorrow

Mdu:Oh

Me:Oh

Mdu:Wejustdidn'ttellyoubecauseyoualloverthe

placeandwewereafraidofyouruiningthings

Penelope:Allthekidsaregatheringheretomorrow

forasmallthingthanlateronadinnerpartyatthe

mansion



Me:Whynothere

Penelope:Itsasurprisedad

Me:Fine,Iwillletitgofornow.Butyouidiots

shouldhavetoldme,whereisshebytheway

Imustgobuyheragift.

Mdu:Yebondlangamandlaokayngiyeza

Me:Waitletmegograbmywallet

Mdu:Haibo

Me:Yesyoumypersonalchauffeurtoday



Mdu:KwenzakalanngoSfiso(Whatisgoingon)

Irunupstairs.

Phindile

Thispregnancycameunexpected.Iknowthiswill

strengthenourrelationship,Isneakedoutofthe

housetogoforacheckup.Iamnervousforthis

checkuplasttimeIchecked,IstillhavecancersoI

don'tknowhowthiswillworkoraffectmy

pregnancyormyselfintheprocess.

DrKen:Howwefeelingtoday

Me:Nervousbutokay

DrKen:Okayyourtestresultsshowstremendous

results



Ilaugh.

DrKen:Youpregnant

Me:Yaay

DrKen:Okayyouaware

Me:ThereasonwhyIaskedforyou,pleaseletme

keepit

Hechuckles.

DrKen:Uhmyourtestresultswereunclearand

inconclusive,wegoingtodoabiopsyandrunsome

moretestsanddeterminewhetheryoucankeep

thispregnancyornot



Me:Kenthisisamiraclebabyokaysoyoubetter

makesureIkeepit

DrKen:Iwilltrymybestma'am

MrNkosialreadyknows,theancestorsshowedhim

andheisdoingalittlecelebration.Iwanttotell

Sfisomyselfafterthetest,hebooksmeinfor

tomorrow.IhopeIgettokeepit.

Mzwakhe

Ihavetotellthekidssomethings.Phindiledidn't

wantustalkingaboutthisorremindingherofthis

tragedy.

Luyandiswa:Myhandsomefatheryouifyouwere

notcrazydamnyouwouldbeanirresistible

grandpa



Me:IamagrandpaandIamirresistible

Theylaugh.

Me:Okaychildrenthereasonwhyitsonlyyouguy

itsbecause,itsaboutmom.Beforeyouguys

mommyhadafamilyofherown,shehadabig

brotherandbigsistermomanddad.Sheloved

themverymuch,herbrotherwasherheavenand

earth.Hehadkids,theybecamemykidsbecause

hehadtowork.HehadajobinSingaporesome

machinebuildingfreak,thiswashim

Them:Was

Me:Andthesewerehischildren,fastforwardmom

andIgotmarriedwewentonahoneymoon.Came

backwedidapartythemosthorriblenightever.

Therewasashootout,Mxolisigotshotbecauseof



somedumbdealthatwentwrong.Ontopofhim

beingshotgrandma,grandpaandauntwereshotin

theheadassassinstyle

Langa:What

Me:Onthatnightmomlostherbestfriend,her

mom,dadandsister

Zithulele:Haibo

Me:Shetoldusnevertospeakofherfamilyever

againorshewillkillherself,weneverspokeofthem

andcelebratedherbirthdaybecausetheyshared

thesamemonthasMxolisi,yesthatwashisname

hehadtwowildonesMxolisijuniorandMvelo.

ManIlovedthoseboys.



Me:YourcousinMjwassexuallybeingabusedata

veryyoungage

Iclosemyeyes,brushingmyforehead.

Me:Theymadehimdothingsachildshouldn'tdo

Zakhele:Whywerewenottoldaboutthis

Me:Yallhatedusandwereallyforgetokaywejust

neverspokeaboutit.SouhmwhatIhavetotellyou,

pleasedon'ttellmom.MxolisiisaliveandsoisMj

andMvelo

Them:What

Me:Whentheshoutinghappened,uncleAandIdid

ourbesttokeephimalive.Thekidswerehidingat



theriverwhenallthiswashappening,thatishow

theyarealive

Langa:Don'tyouthinkyoushouldtellher

Me:Idon'twantittoseemlikeIamscoringpoints

withher.Isavedherbrotherandthatisit

Zithulele:Yoaywakhe

Me:Shemaynotappreciatewhatyoudoing

tomorrow,becausesheisstillcarryingthatpain.

Butwecanhopewebringjoyintoherheartinstead

ofpainandsorrow.Noguyspleasedon'tfeelbad,

yesshelostthembutshehasus.Iknowitsalotto

takeinbutwecan'tignorethisforever,Iam

planningonbringingthembackbutIjustneed

sometime



IneedtogetPhindileandIinapositivestateof

mind,thanIthinkabouttellinghersheisalive.
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Zithulele

WearriveatSfiso'shousewegoingtodoaquick

gifting,havelightmealsthanprepareforthespecial

night.Dadtoldusamouthful,Iwon'tlie.Iam

thinkingofcancelingthiswholeparty,wedefinitely

don'twanttoupsetmom.Whenwehavedoneso

muchtogettoagoodplace,Ihopeshewill

appreciatewhatwedoingforher.

Me:Everybodypleasebeonyourbestbehavior,

don'truinit

Dad:Haibowhyyoulookingatme

Ntsika:Higuysuhmsosheisawake.Idon'tknow



why,butdadiskeepingherbusysoletsenterfrom

thissideandhavethewholethingattheback

AuntThandazo:Penelopeilonaliphiisokalakhola

Wechuckle.

Sheisthecoolestauntever,obsessedwithdad.Its

allharmless,shemeltsatthesightofhim.

AuntThandazo:Nevermind

Shefixesherselfandcatwalkstowardsdad,we

crackup.

Dad:KodwaThandazoyini

AuntThandazo:Asambephela



Sheputsherarmunderneathhis.

Welaugh.

Phindile

SfisodecidedtolockmeinthisroomandIamnot

allowedtocomeout,whyIdon'tknow.

Myphonerings.

Flipitsthehospitalcallingme.

Me:Yeshi

Caller:Ma'amareminderforyourappointment,

today



Me:MayyoupleaseaskDrKenifwecan

reschedulefortomorrow,afamilyemergencycame

andIcan'tgetoutofit

Caller:Okayma'amIwillcallyoubacklater

Me:Thankyousomuch

Shehungsup.

Isigh.

ThedooropensSfisowalksin.

Me:Whydidyoulockmeinside



Sfiso:Sothatyoudon'toftoyourstupidhusband,

letsgo

Hetakesmyhandandweheadout,arewealone.

Thehouseisveryquiet,doeshehavesomethingup

hissleeve.

Me:Wherewegoing

Sfiso:You'llsee

Weexitthroughtheback.

"Surprise"

Myheartstops.

Zithulele



Yeahwedefinitelyshouldhavecanceledeverything.

Thingsarenotgoingasplannedmoghelisholding

herchestunabletocan.

Me:Happybirthdaymommy

Mom:Noyalldidnot,ohmyGod

Shegetsemotional.

BabSakhile:Ungakhalimommy(Don'tcry)

Mom:Itstearsofjoy

Iseeasighofrelieffromdad.

Mom:Allthisformeohwow.Ihadforgottenthere's

evenathingcalledabirthday



Me:Wethoughtaboutmakingthisspecialand

special

Mom:Ohmybaby

Iamthefirstonetohugherthanwipehertears.

Mom:OhwowIamspeechless,nowonderIwas

lockedinmyroom.IthoughtIamreceivingsome

goodspanking

Me:Mom

Iknowshesaidthattoannoydadandheisjust

smilinglikearetard.

Mom:TMIsorry



Welaugh.

Sfiso

Thiswassortoflikeadrivethrukindofvibe,they

gaveher,hergiftsandleftofcourseshecouldn't

openallofthem.Butshewasveryhappy.Iamglad

theygonebecausemyhousewasstartingtoget

crowded,thereweresomefacesIdidn'tknow

though.

Phindile:Somebodygavemeacheque,hmmgoing

tocomeinhandyoneday

Thatwasme.Icouldn'tfindanythingbestsuiting

herintime,soIthoughtsplashherwithmoneyand

havehersplurgeitalloverwherevershewantsto.

Phindile:Youokay



Me:Justtirednjethatsall

Phindile:Mmm,ohmyGoddiamondearrings,argh

whywouldsomeonebuymethis.Myearsarenot

piercedforareason

Me:Mylovejustalittlequietness

Phindile:Icangoif

Me:UngizwilengithhambaPhindile(Didyouhear

mesayleave)

Phindile:Okaypheladon'tshouthowwhatiswrong

withyou,wenotgoingtobeyourpunchingbags

Me:Iamsorry,nowpleasecomerestnexttome



Ineedlotsandlotsofenergyforthisdinnerparty.

Phindile:Hello,wecan'ttalkheisgrumpy.Whatoh

myGodthatisgreatnewsokaybyelove,thatwas

NonhleapparentlyAyandaisreadytobeseenokay.

Iamkeepingquietnow

Ipullherclosertome.

Zithulele

Itwouldbeinsensitiveofustocarryonhavingthis

party.Weshouldjustletherrest,wecancelebrate

someotherbirthdays.

Mpho:Don'tworryeverythingisgoingtobeokay

Me:Youshouldhaveseenher,shewassospooked.



Ithoughtshewasgoingtohaveaheartattackand

die

Mpho:Stopexaggerating,momwillbefineandthe

partywillbeextrafineifyouknowwhatImean

Ishakemyhead.
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Sfiso

Thepartyhasbeenpushedbackandmovedto

anotherlocation,somethingmustgive.Ican't

continuetoletthesepeoplewalkallovermyhead

likethis.

Iwonderwheresheisoftosoearlyinthemorning.

Me:Phindile



Phindile:Yeslove

Me:Kuyiwaphi(Whereyougoing)

Phindile:IamgoingtoseeNonhle

Me:Mayelana(Aboutwhat)

Phindile:SomethingaboutAyandaitsvery

important

Me:Canyoucomehere

Shecomesandsitsonmylap.

Phindile:Everythingokay



Ikissher.

Mzwakhe

Sbahle:Howwastheparty,Ididn'thearfrom

everythingokay

Isigh.

Me:Itdidn'thappenshewasn'tokay.Iam

wondering

Sbahle:Ohboy

Me:WouldyoumindifItookyouasmysecondwife

Sbahle:Excuseme



Me:Yes

Sbahle:No

Me:Wouldyoubeopentotheidea

Sbahle:Mzwakheno.Itwashorriblethanandisstill

horriblenow,Iratheryouleavethantodealwith

Phindile

Me:Sbahlelook

Sbahle:Mzwakhenoandthatisfinal,youhatedher

forsomereasonnowyouwantustoplayhouse.

Overmydeadbody

Me:Youmorethanwelcometoleave



Sbahle:Fine

Shegetsupandleaves.

IgrabmyphoneandcallPhindile.

Phindile

Thatkissleadtoaheavysteamysession,itdoesn't

seemlikehenoticedanything.Iamcarryinghis

firstborninmywombwowcanthingsgetany

better.

Thandazo:Iamlovingeveryminuteofthis

Hekissesmycheekmakingmeblush.

Sfiso:Niyaphila



Me:UhmIhavetogo

Dad:Makoti

Ilookathimandhesmiles.

Igotadoctorsappointment,Ineedtorushto.

Sbahle

Ican'tbelievethisrightnow.Iwaitedallthistime

foramanwhoisgoingtotellme,ifIdon'tagreeto

polygamy.Ican'texittothebuilding,sonofab*tch

hasalwaysbeenlikethis.

Voice:Roughday

Idrovemyselfstraighttothebarafterthatpathetic



disagreement.Iturntothepersonwhoinvoluntarily

invitedhimselfnexttome.

Me:AndileMsomi

Wechuckle.

Me:Roughlifeactually

Andile:ShameMzwakheain'tgonnaloveanybody

exceptforthatdarkbeauty,theyaresoullovers

Me:Wealsosoullovers

Helaughs.

Me:Iactuallylovethatman



Andile:Butheisinlovewithsomeoneelseand

alwayshasbeen

Me:StoptalkingaboutPhindileokayordisappear

fromhere

Hechucklesandwalksaway,thisisthepointwhere.

Idemandrespect,Mzwakhemustchoosemeor

Phindile.

Phindile

Ifeelsoexhaustedandlightheaded,Iwantedtogo

homebutMzwakheaskedtomeet.

Mzwakhe:Thankyouforcoming

Me:NoproblemIgotsometimetokillbeforeIhead



backhome

Mzwakhe:Thatswhywehere

Whatisheuptonow.

Mzwakhe:IletgoofSbahle

Me:Sorry

Mzwakhe:Comebackhomewithmetousour

childrenandfamily.Let'srebuildeverythingthatwe

oncehadtoevenbetterheights

IhavetobecarefulwithMzwakhe,hehasa

tendencythatifyoudenyhim.Hespiralsoutof

control,hepushesandpusheshard.Intheendhe

getswhathewantsandyouendupbeinghurt.



Me:Whatdoyoumean

Mzwakhe:ForgetaboutSfisoandjustthinkabout

meyourhusbandforaminute,thefatherofyour

kids.IrealizenowthatImadeagravemistake

that'scostingmeeverydayofmylife.Mykids

Phindileokaymykidsthatcrushedmysoulno

matterhowunderstandin,Ihaddonemykidswere

everythingtome.PhindileIloveyouandthathasn't

changed,youstillthesamepersonImetthousand

yearsagothatcharmedthefuckoutofme

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Justletmefinish

InthebackofmymindallIcanthinkofandtell

myselfisthatIloveSfiso.HeisthepersonIwantto

spendtherestofmylifewith.



Sfiso

Iamexcessivelythrowingup,whatthehellisgoing

onwithme.

Thandazo:Maybeitsastomachbug,Mduletstake

himtothehospital

Mdu:Thisguyisadoctorhecantakecareof

himself

Zenze:Whymustitevengettothatpoint,doesn'the

haveafianceorsheistoobusytocareabouthim

Theylookather.WhereisPhindileatthispointshe

shouldbehere,nursingme.

Penelope:Momstopaddingsalttothewound



Tsepiso:Idon'tlikeyouneitherofusdobutshehas

apoint

Mdu:Rememberthelasttimewebelievedthis

womanandtheybrokeup

Me:Thatwasdifferentshe'sbeenseeing,Iamnot

okayandsheisnotherewhenIneedherthemost

Thandazo:Bhutihlampeungamfonelawena

(Brothermaybeyoucancallher)

Phindilecanneverdoanythingwrongindadseyes.

Dad:NgifonengithiniengizokushoSfisonahlukana

futh.Ningalokothinilubhadekwami.(Andsaywhat.

WhatIcansayisifyouleaveheragain,don'tbother

evercomingtomyhouse)



SeewhatImeanheisevensmiling.

Thandazo:Khonaokwaziyobhuti(Doyouknow

something)

Dad:Ngiyadlalanjalongazengife(Iamjoking,I

don'twanttodie)

Theylaugh.
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Phindile

IwilllosethisbabybeforeIcaneventellSfiso

aboutit.Iarrivebackhomeandthemoodisalready

intense,Idon'thavethestrengthtofaceSfisoright

now.



Igrabsmyhandandpullsmetothekitchen.

Me:SfisopleaseIjustwanttorest

Sfiso:Wherehaveyoubeen

Me:Iwasatthemansion

Sfiso:Doingwhat

Me:Sfiso

Sfiso:DoingwhatPhindile

Heshouts.

Me:IwaswithmyfamilyandIlosttrackoftime



Sfiso:YousaidtomeyouweregoingtoNonhle

Me:Idid

Sfiso:WhyyouwithMzwakhethan,youdon'tcall,

youdon'ttext

Me:I

Sfiso:Iamstilltalkingyousaidyouweregoingto

NonhlenowyouwenttogosleepwithMzwakhe

Me:Ididn'tsleepwithhim

Sfiso:Youstilltalking,amIafoolPhindile



Me:No

Sfiso:Imayhavefuckedupandthatwasonmebut

damn,Iamtryingherewhatareyoudoingrunning

offtoyourhusbandeverytimehecries.Whatabout

me

Me:SfisoIpromiseyouitsnotlikethat

Sfiso:Howisitthan,Iamwaitingforsomething

that'snotgoingtohappen.Whenyoutwofixthings

youleaveme,isthatwhatyouhopingforwow

Phindileyouknowwhatpleasego

Me:Sfisodon'tplease

Sfiso:Nathan



Me:SfisoI'm

Nathan:Sir

Sfiso:Takeherbacktowherethebothofyallcame

fromanddon'tbothercomingtowork,ifsheisstill

withyou

Iholdmystomach.

Sfiso:Phindilepleasego,Idon'thaveallday

Me:Isthiswhatyouwant

Sfiso:Yesnowpleasego

Me:Okay.Noit'sfineNathanstay.Iknowmyway

out



Iwipemytearsandleave.

Sfiso

Ashardasthiswasithadtobedone,Phindilemust

choosebetweenmeandMzwakhe.Iwon'tsettlefor

lessandamdamnsurewon'tbemadeafooloutof

thetwoofthem.

Thandazo:AwkodwaSfisodidyouhavetobeso

harsh,infrontofthewholefamily

Me:Maithadtobedone,theyhavekidstothink

about.It'snoteasywalkingawayfromyour

marriagejustlikethat,withoutfighting.

Zenze:Ibeentellingyouguysthiswomanisnot

rightforSfiso



Me:Youshutupnobodywastalkingtoyou,stayout

ofmybusiness

Thandazo:Ayshelookedbeautifulthough,glowing

andall.Iwouldalsoleaveyou

Shelaughs.

Thandazo:Imeanhaveyouseenherhusbandthat

manisallkindsoffinemmmm.Iwouldjustmelt

away

Tsepiso:Thandazo

Theylaugh.

Mdu:Dadyouokay



Dad:Aniyaziintoenhleninamaniyibona(Yalldon't

knowhowtoseeagoodthinginfrontofyall)

ngihambiseekhayakunomsebenziekumele

siwenze(Takemehomethere'saceremonywe

havetodo)

Ineedtogettowork.

Zithulele

Lastnightwasawesomespendingtimewithmom

anddad.Wegottoseetheminadifferentlight.I

havesomehope,justalittlebiteverythingisgoing

toworkoutintheend.

Dad:Sonyouokay

Helooksathimupanddownthanlooksaway.

Me:Whatiswrongnowwehadsuchgreattime



yesterday

Nkosi:Ifeelspirituallydetached

Dad:Isthatagoodorbadthing

Nkosi:Itsgreatnewspopsitsgreatnews

Dad:Aw

MommyPearljoinsus.

Pearl:ShitIfeelexhausted

Nkosi:See

Pearl:Whatisgoingoneverythingokay



Nkosi:Momisdrawingouteveryone'spowers

Pearl:WhatcanshedothatwhatamIsayingof

course

Nkosi:Sheisnotstrongenoughtotakebackallher

powers,sheisgoingtoexhaustherselfanddie

Me:What

Pearl:Wecan'tundowhatshehasalreadystarted,

letherbe

Nkosi:Whatcanweexpectfromademon,nothings

changedyoustillthesameevilb*tch

Pearl:Sizwe,stop



Dad:Outsidenow

Whatiswrongwithhim.

Phindile

Ithinkmyheartisabouttoexplode,butIhaveto

keepittogether.

Thandazo:Kodwasisi

Iaskedhertomeetwithme,sheissomewhatthe

saneoneandItrustshewillhandlethisthecorrect

way.

Thandazo:Ungakhalinkosazanekonkekuzolunga

(Don'tcry,itsgoingtobeokay



Me:Makukhonalaengizoyakhona,kulomcimbi

enizobeninawocelaunginikelauSfisolentole.(I

amgoingsomewhere,theceremonythatyouguys

arehavingpleasegivethistohim)

Thandazo:Sisi

Me:NgikhulelemayeboeyaSfisoubabauyazi

amadloziabesemtshelile(YesIampregnantandits

Sfiso's,dadknowsbecausetheancestorshave

alreadytoldhim)

Thandazo:Ingakhokodwasisi(Ohsothat'swhy)

Me:MauSfiso,ngiyamthandaangazikungani

engangithembikuleynsukubengisayakadokotela

ngifunaukwenzaisiqinisekoukuthngayigcinayini

lengane(IloveSfisoIdon'tknowwhyhedoesn't

trustme,thesedaysIhavebeengoingtothe

doctorstomakingsure.Icankeepthisbaby)



Thandazo:Ungahambiuhmungahambiyonkinto

ngiziyilungisamina(Don'tgo,pleasedon'tgo.Iwill

fixeverything)

Me:Ma

Thandazo:Chaiyaemakhayasoqedelaumsebenzi

(Nogotothevillageandwefinishtheceremony)

NoIgottoleaveandprotectmybaby.

Mzwakhe

Thatisnowaytoaddresssomeone,wenotfighting

anymore.Mandlenkosiiswrongandmust

apologize,justbecauseheisasnakedoesn'tmean

wearescaredofhim.



Me:Apologies

Pearl:Don'tsweatitweleavinganyway

Sakhile:Mandlenkosixolisanjengamanje

(Apologiesrightnow)

Mandlenkosi:Ngiyaxolisaukukhulumangendlela

engikhulumengayo(IapologizeforthewayIspoke

toyou)

Me:Whatdidyoudothat

Mandlenkosi:Ican'ttellyouthat,momandSfiso

haveseparated

Me:Again



Lindani:Thatmanhasissues,ugwajiswauwena

(scaredofyou)

Thelaugh.

Lindani:YinilentoewuMzwakhe(WhatisMzwakhe)

youcan'tevengetherbackandyethehasthe

luxurytolethimgo.Phindilewillfuckamillionguys

beforeshegetsbackwithMzwakhe

Me:Lindani

Theylaugh.

Lindani:Butohwell

Me:Don'ttalktoelderslikethatwena,theynotyour

friendandyourmotherisnotdyingshewantsyou



tothinklikethat,sorelaxokayeverythingisfine

momisfine

Heissomad,hedoesn'tevencareaboutthis

conversation.
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Phindile

Ican'thelpbutfeelsomuchjoyinmyheart.Iam

waypastthestageoffallingpregnant,butanything

ispossiblemanywomendoitnowIamdoing.

Igetaknockonthedoor.

Igetupandopen.

Nkosi:Wow



Ilaugh.

Nkosi:Youreallywantustohateyou

Me:Aw

Hesmiles.

Nkosi:Biologicalhuh

Me:Iknowdon'tgooftellingyourdaddynow.I

heardyougotintoanargument

Nkosi:Momitisnotgoodforyou

Me:Don'tworryaboutme,Iamfine



Nkosi:Iamhappyforyoumom

Me:ThankyoucanyoutakemetothehospitalandI

wouldappreciateit,ifyouaccompanymetothe

village.TheNkosi'saredoingaceremony

Sfiso'sdadhaslosttheplotreallyIdon'tknowwhat

isgoingonwithhim.

Nkosi:Iheardmkhuluispullingoutallthestops

Heistotallymakingabigdealoutofthis.

Sfiso

Ididn'twanttobeboredonthetripsoIasked

Zaneletojoinme,shedidn'tmind.Iwillsleepwith

Mhlengiandshecanusemyroom.



Dad:Sfisoyinile(Whatisthis)

Me:Thisismycolleagueandagoodfriendofmine

DrMthethwa.MhlengiIwillsleepwithyouandshe

willtakemyroom

Mhlengi:Thefuckyouare

Dad:Angikazengizaleiyilimaezinjenkulunkulu

wami(Ican'tbelieveIgavebirthtosuchidiots)

Thandazo

Whyisheactingdramatic.

Dad:Thandazo

Thandazo:Bhuti,akenzeintoayithandanyo

anginendaba(Brother,lethimdowhathewantsto



do.Idon'tcareanymore)

Tsepiso:Sfisowenzeni(Whatdidyoudo)

Idon'thavetimefortheirdrama,buthersis

differentandnowIamworried.

Phindile

AfterabouttwohourswearriveatSfiso's,Dr

Mthethwawasn'tavailableandKen.Iamnervousto

seehim,hebetterhavegoodresultsthan.

"Phindile"

Myheartdrops.

HebroughtanotherwomanaroundreallySfiso.Its

takingmyallnottopunchherintheface.ButIam



pregnant,soIwalkawayfromher.

SfisoandIcrosspaths,Igetangry.Iturnaround

andexitthebuilding.

Myphonerings.

Me:Hi

Mzwakhe:Whatyoudoinginthebundus

Me:Iamhavingauditionsfortherightcandidateto

treatmethebestway,Ideserve

Mzwakhe:Iwishtohaveaoneononewiththathoe.

Hereallyhastheaudacitytoquestionyour

character



Me:Whatdoyouwant

Mzwakhe:Ihaveabighouseokay,stoplivinginno

hotel.Igotyou

Me:Fine

Mzwakhe:OkayIamgoingtohungupbeforeIalso

makeyouangry

Hehungsup.

Sfiso

Sheisfollowingmenow.

MybrothersandIweatthebackMdustartingthe

fireandtherestofusdrinkingaway.



Mdu:Umxoleleumakoti(YourforgivenPhindile)

Me:No

Mhlengi:YindabSfisouthandaukumoshaizinto

(Whydoyoulikeruiningthings)

Me:ShestilllovesherhusbandandIamjusther

rebound,herkidsareahugeinfluenceonbothof

them.Ifnowtheyweretosaywewantyouguys

backtogether,theywillgetbacktogetherandIcan't

competewiththat.Idon'twanttocompetewiththat

"Mhlengi"

Mhlengi:Ma

Sheisangrywithme.



Thandazo:CelauyelaphayakaTinauyothenga

inyama,nombilauthibawufakeintoebabayo

(Pleasegoandbuymeat,withcorntellthemto

makeitspicy)

Mhlengi:AbekhoyinioSimphiwe(Isn'tshehere)

Thandazo:ChabahambenoBonginkosi,umakoti

ucelaintoyokudlabesingakapheki(Notheyleft.

Phindilewantssomethingtoeatandwehaven't

cooked)

OonowIalsowantsomeofthat.

Me:Manamicelaungithengela(Pleasealsobuyfor

me)

Thandazo:Ungazongidakelwa(Don'tmesswithme)



Me:Hawuma

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Icansmellitfromthedoor,heplacesthepacketon

thetable.Ijumpforjoy.

Me:Thatwasfast

Mhlengi:Itsnotfarandtheyjustpreparedit

Me:Thecornplease

Sfisocan'thaveallthecravingstohimself.Ipullout

thecornandthespicesarealreadybringingmejoy.

Itakeabiteandsigh,IthinkIwillhaveallthiscorn



tomyself.

Mhlengi:Holdonareyoupregnant

Ismile.

Mhlengi:Forreal

Me:Yes

Mhlengi:Wowcongratulations,howfar

Me:Iamprettyfar

Hehugsme.

Mhlengi:Ohhereallymadeamistakehere,big



mistake

Thandazo:Sishayisengomoyake(leaveus)

Me:Ngiyabongama(Thankyou)

ShesmilesandIcontinuenibblingonmycorn,this

isgood.
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Zithulele

Momcamebackintheweehoursofthemorning,

fromGodknowswhere.

Dad:Whereyoucomingfrom

Sheignoresme.



Dad:WhatdidIdonow,mxmwhereyounotgetting

adivorce

Me:Gettingadivorce

Ithoughttheyfixingthings.

Me:Whywherediditgowrong

Dad:Yeahmomwherediditgowrong

Me:Itsabouttime

Me:Whataboutwhatwefeel,don'tyoucareabout

whatwehavetosay



Mom:Haveasayonwhathalfofthetimeyoudon't

likemeanddon'tknowwhatyouwant

Me:Wow

Dad:Why

Mom:LetsseparatethanIwilltellyou

"Youshouldjusttellthem"

Mom:Notuntilhedivorcesme

Dad:Younotgettingadivorcewesaidtilldeathdo

uspartandthat'sexactlywhat'sgoingtohappen

Mom:AndIwillbestandingrightinfrontofyour

eyeswithaguntoyourface



Dad:Don'tthinkIamscaredofyoubecauseyoura

snake

Mom:Iamnotasnake,IamPhindileawomanwho

isdonewithyou.Ifyounotgoingtodivorcemefine.

Butdon'tthinkforonesecond,Iamgoingtoletyou

playme.HoneyIamnotnosecondbest,Iamthe

one

Heleansbackadmiringher.

Phindile

Nowondermypowerscouldn'twork,Iamfucking

pregnant.Ihavesomethingstotakecareofnow.

Me:Philisiwe



Shegaspwakingup,sheischaineduplikeasex

slave.Shelooksexhaustedandalreadyknocking

ondeathsdoor.Iwalkuptoherandremoveher

fromtheshackles.

Siwe:Wait

Me:Don'ttellmetowait

Siwe:Itwillbeep

Me:Justrelax

Iremovethechainsalloverher,thebeepingsound

goesof.Bythetimetheygetherewewillbegone.

Me:Canyougetup



Siwe:Ithink,Ican

Me:Goodlet'sgoandyoucanexplaintomewhat

thefuckwasyouthinking

Weteleporttotheriver,sheneedsacleansing.

Zithulele

Thisisridiculouswhydoessheneedtodivorcedad.

Langa:Isayhesignsthepapers

Them:Udakiwe(Youarecrazy)

Langa:Listenmomanddadaretoxicforeachother.

Weprobablywaitedalifetimeforthemtogetback

together,wedon'tknowhowtolovebecausethey

neverlovedeachother



Dad:Ifyouhavenothinggoodtosayshutthefuck

up

Langa:IamjustsayingIratherhavemomhappy

thanmiserablewiththisonefortherestofherlife

Me:Shutup

Langa:Ifmomishappyallofusshouldbehappy

andIdon'tcarewhatanyofyouhavetosay...Hey

babyokayIamonmyway,byelaterb*tchs

Iexcusemyselfalsomyheadisnotthinking

straight.

Mzwakhe

Ihearwhateveryoneissayingbut,Iamnotletting



goofher.SheismineandIamgoingtofight

whethershelikesitornot,theylikeitornot.Iam

goingtofightformywife.

Icallher.

Phindile:Yes

Me:Whereareyou

Phindile:Busycanwetalklater

Shehungsup.

Isendheratext.

"ThatmanwillneverandImeanneverbewithyou"



Sherepliesback.

"That'sokayhusband,Idon'tcare"

Mandlenkosi:DadIamleavingtakecareofmy

baby

Me:Wemasawubonagogo,whereyougoing

Mandlenkosi:Mom,somewhere

Me:OkayistherevisitationIneedtoknowabout

Mandlenkosi:Nohermotherisgoingtotakeher

nextweek.Pleasedon'tgiveanyonemybabywith

consultingmethankyoubye



Me:Okayprincessitsjustyouandmenow,canyou

saydaddy

Shescreams.

Me:OkayAforeffort

Ilaugh.

Phindile

Thisgirlismessedupinthehead,Mzwakhe'sdick

wasallthatanditdrovefemalescrazy.Shesays

shedidn'texpectanything,shejustwanted

Mzwakhe'sbaby.

Psycho.

Me:Wellhewantsapieceofthepie



Siwe:Yallwasn'tsupposedtoknowabouthimatall

Me:HeisaBhengu,hecan'tbehidden

Siwe:Momwassupertotakecareofhim.Idon't

understandtheliesshefedhim,Mikeshouldnever

havehappenedandIamsorry.Yougotdragged

intothis

Me:Don'tworry.Itendtoattractnonsense

Myphonebeeps.

Me:OkayyoustayhereandIwilltakecareofMike.

Ihavetogo

Siwe:Thankyou



Iheadout.

Sfiso

Ifindpregnancytestsonmybed,ohIamgoingto

killthosegirls.Anoteisalsohere,Itakeitandopen

it.

"Sfiso"

"BythetimeyoureadthisnoteIwouldbelonggone.

Ireallythoughtthingswouldworkoutdifferentlyfor

methistimearound,foraverylongtime.Iyearned

forpureandtrueloveandsomehowIfoundit,but

myhappinesswasshortlivedandIhavedecidedto

giveyouspace.Iwillbetwomonthspregnantin

twoweeks,Ihavebeengoingforcheckupsallthis

while,tomakesureifIamfitenoughtocarrythis

child.DrKenshouldhavemyresultsfromthe

biopsy,pleasegothroughitwithhim.Idon'tknow



howithappenedbuttheGod'shaveblessedyou

withyourfirstbiologicalchild"

Mymouthgoesdry,Igethotflushes.Ilookatthe

pregnancytestagain,Igetflashbackofme

shoutingatherandherholdingherstomach.

Me:OhmyGodwhathaveIdone

Irunouttheroom.

Mdu:Whoawhyyourunning

Thandazo:Sfisoitstoolatenow

Me:Itsnotlatesheouttherepregnantwithmychild

andyoutellingmeitstoolate



Ilookather.

Me:Youknew

Thandazo:Youneverevengaveherachancetotalk

Me:Ma

Thandazo:Don'tmameyourfatheristheonewho

knewaboutitfirst

Dad:HaThandazowhyyouputtingmeinthis

Musa:Phindileispregnant

Mdu:Wherearemykeys,stopcryinglet'sgofind

her



Me:Whyyoupunchingme

Musa:Becauseyouareafuckingidiot

Hescreams.

Wegetinthecar,Mdustartsthecarandspeedsoff.
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Phindile

Alothashappenedafuckinglothashappened,but

themostexcitingthingever.Youarelookingatthe

newMrsSfisoNkosiyeap,afterastruggling

journeytogetMzwakhetosignthedivorcepapers.

Iendedupgettingdivorcedwithouthissignaturean



uncontesteddivorce.Thatdrovehimtoinsane,but

heendedupgettingoverit.

Iammarriedwithababyandanotherchildonthe

way.Aftergettingtheresults,Iwascancerfreeand

Icarriedthismunchkinfullterm.Sfisoeventhough

hewassuperexcited,hewentandgotaDNAtest.

That'swhenIsawmylifeflashbeforemyeyes.I

washurtanddevastatedbutintheend,Ifinallygot

myhappyending,withamanwholovesme

unconditionally.

Therelationshipwithmykidsallofthemhave

childrennow,itsatwin,triple,quadsquadnow.

ZithulelemarriedhiscrazywifeMphoandtheylove

eachothertothecore,ZakheleandPenelopehad

quadsandtheyhappilymarried.Mandlenkosiis

alsomarriedtoNingihisrelationshipwithZenande

didn'tworkout.NtsikamarriedEminathiohhewas

always,alwaysmadobsessedwithherandthey

finallytiedtheknot.



AndileispartofthefamilynowhimandMzwakhe

arebestfriends.HisgranddaughterLisakhanya,

Philani'sdaughterhadababywithKwanelethey

alsomarried.LeratoandNkanyisowereableto

mendtheirbrokenrelationshipandtheylivinglife.

DidImentionalothashappened.Ialsocameto

knowmybrotherisalive,whichIalmostmiscarried

whenIfoundout.Himandmybabiesweresaved

andmyheartsortofgotclosurefromthetragedy

thathappened.

MzwakheandNthatitiedtheknotbutunfortunately

shediedandlefthimwithabeautifulbabyboy.Oh

mansomanydeathsinthefamily,someIdon't

wishtotalkabout.Sfiso'sfatheralsoleftus,the

boyscouldn'thandleit.Theygainedanewmom

andbrotherwhomtheyappreciateeveryminuteof

theirlives.



LifehasbeengoodformeandIamahappyhappy

woman.

Waithappilymarriedwoman.

Mzwakhe

WheredoIstart,Phindileleavingmeorthedeathof

mywifeNthati.Somuchhashappenedandcaused

alotofpainforthefamily,Ilostmypeopleand

gainedafew"Andile"weliketwopeesinpotnow.

Igotblessedwithamilliongrandbabies,yoh.

LindanimymaneishthecrazyLindani,Iwillforever

misshim.NonhleouryellowboneGoddidthis

wrongthere.Igettearyjustthinkingabouther,her

deathbroughtallofustogether.Ayandahadfinally

forgivenmefortheshitandpainIcausedhim.

ThatolosthisbrotherZamani,hewasmyfavorite.I

amgladhewasn'tintoodeepinthecrimelife.



ThobaniandZethuseparated,Sakhileand

Nothandostillgoingstrong.MykidsandIwe

foughtformommyandturnsoutnothingandI

meannothingcouldhavesalvagedourmarriage,

notevenmebringingMxolisiandkidsout.Shewas

alreadygoneandIlosther.

ArtificialinseminationakaSwazithemurderer.He

liveswithmenow,regrettingeverythinghehad

done.Whenhelearnedthathismotherand

grandmotherweresafeandthatIdidn'tactually

impregnatehismotherwasalittletoolate.Hekilled

mybabygirlandgavehertouschoppedtopieces

inablackwastebaghmm,thereandthanIwanted

toendhislife.Sheleftbehindourgranddaughter

whosefathertookherawayfromusandvowedto

nevereverletusseeher.

Thingswereneverokayfromthere,nowitsjustme

takingcareofmykids.



Zithulele

WhatcanIsaylifehasbeentryingshameaylife

humbledus.Mommarryinganotherman,losing

Luyandiswa.OurfavoritemamNonhle,thecoolest

daddyeverBabLindaniwhokeptitrealandjoked

hisentirelifegone.

Thingshavebeensour.

IgotmarriedtoMphoandweraisedmychildren

together.Kimberlyitslikeshedisappearedfromthe

faceoftheearth,Itriedmybesttomakethings

easierforusandshejustwasn'thavingit.My

companyisdoingevenbiggerandbetter,webuilta

mallinSfiso'shometownandcreatedjob

opportunitiesforthecommunity.ThatIamthinking

ofretiringnow.

Shebringsmemyblazer,welookatthemirror.We

headingtothecemetery,whereourlovedoneslay.



Alotreallyhappenedandbrokeusdownbutwestill

pushing.

Mandlenkosi

Ican'tbelieveIamstillmakingbabies,doesn'tmy

dickrestlikecomeon.Iamtiredofhertorture,after

thisweclosingupherwomb.

Everythingwentwrongtheminuteweallowedmom

towalkoutandmarryanotherman.Wehavebeen

throughitall,everypainyoucanimaginewewent

throughitall.

ZenandeandIpartedways,weoutgreweachother

andthingsfellapart.Ningieventhoughshecheated

onme,myloveforherwasenoughforustotry

again.Sheisgoodwifeandagreatmothertoour

kids.

IamstillMambabutworse,itskindoffunbeing



thisguy.Iamdreadingthisday,it'sunbelievablewe

lostsomepeopleinourbigcrazyfamily.Wehavea

unclenowfrommom'ssideofthefamilyandhe

adoresus,cousinswhoapparentlystilltalkalotlike

theyusedto.

Wemayhavefallenafewtimesbutwekeepit

moving.

Phindile

Wearriveatthesametimeatthecemetery.Iwas

carryingflowers.Myheartstillpainstilltoday.My

bestfriend,myloverthepersonwhohelpedme

negativemygiftgonetakenawayfrommejustlike

that.

Iwipemytearsandlookathertombstone,butthey

justkeeponfalling.Shehadabeautifulsmile,anda

beautifulheart.Ifeelahandgrabbingme,Ilookup

itsMzwakhe.Ayandaholdsmyotherhandand



takestheflowers.

Me:Whydidyouhavetohaveleaveme

Istruggletoholditinandletitallout.

Mzwakhe

Theysayamandoesn'tcrybutNonhleayman.I

wastryingtobestrongbutPhindilecryingthisbad,

Icouldn'tevenfindmyemotions.

Theystartasong.

"Somandlauzeuyigcineimpiloyami"

Ayandawalksawayandbreaksdown,Palesaisstill

sittingdowncleaningthedirt.



Lalangoxolongelosiyethusiyohlelisikukhumbula.

Restinpeaceourangel,wewillalwaysmissyou.

WearetheBhengu'sandthiswasourstory.

***********Theend***********


