


Prologue

Onceuponatimelivedthemostbeautifulprincess.

ZobuhlethedaughterofkingBhenguthe5th,of

isizwesakwaBhengu.Abeautifulgemtohernation

whofeedsonloveandalsoacurse.

Alongcameasuitorthemosthandsomeand

charmingladiesman.ThembinkosiMambaXulu,

whowastakenbytheprincessesbeauty.But

someoneelsehadeyesonhim.

PrincessZobuhleandMambadisobeyed,therules

andlawsandlivedahappylife.Untilonefatalnight

theprincessdiscovered,shewasexpectingexcited

andoverjoyedasshewas.Littledidsheknowthis

washerend.

Mamba:Nkosazane



Shesmiledandwelcomedhimwithakiss.

Mamba:Wamamathekakwenzakalan(Yourhappy,

whathappened)

Zobuhle:Kunentoekumelengikutsheleyona

(There'ssomethingigottotellyou)

Hesmiledandwaitedforhertosaywhatitwasthat

madehersohappy.

Zobuhle:Sengizithwele

Hischeeksfalldown.

Mamba:Angizwankosazaneuthikwenzenjan

Zobuhle:Minanawesesobaabazali

Shejumpsforjoy,butnoticethedisappointmentin



hisface.Shechoosestoignoreandcontinuesto

smile,shegoestohughimbuthepushesheroff

him.

Mamba:KodwaboXuluningishiyelaniinganemina...

Kuzomeleusikhiphe

Itslikeaknifewasbeingstabbedrightthroughher

stomach.

Mamba:Zobuhleakukwazi..Akukwazi

Hestormsout.

............

AfterdaysofsleeplessnightsandMambanot

returning,theprincesspackedherthingsandleft...



Uponherarrivalbackatthepalacethingsdidn'tgo

wellforher.

Kingbhengu:UzithweleZobuhleihlazoelingaka

(Youpregnant,pureutterdisgrace)

Heshoutsscaringeveryoneintheroom.

Kingbhengu:Ingabeilomfanakudalangikutshela

ukuthhlukananaye(Isthistheboy,ilongwarned

youtostayawayfrom).Ngikhulumanaweman(I

amtalkingtoyou)

Wordsfailhershedoesn'tknowhowtohandleher

fatherscreamingather.Shewipeshertearsand

gentlynods,thekinglosesitheattemptstohither

thequeenstandsup.

Kingbhengu:Ohuyangivimbamanjeinkosazane



yakholeibukisangathi(Youstoppingmenow,

whileyourprincessmakesfunofus)

Queenbhengu:Babakubeiphutha(Mykingitwas

amistake)

Kingbhengu:Shuthnalokhukuyobekuyiphutha(I

guessthisisamistakealso)Sokhuzu,Sokhuzu

Sohuzu:Nkosiyami

Kingbhengu:Susalentombazanephambikwami

nakumhlabawami.Akasavumelekilenezeaphinde

alubhadela(Removethisgirlfrommyfaceandmy

kingdom.Ibanishherandtoneversetfootever

againinmykingdom)

Queenbhengu:Babakodwauthiinganeyethuiyeph

(Mykingwheredoyouexpectourbabytogo)

Heignoresherandgivesorderstoremoveprincess

Zobuhle.Hercriesandpleadingfallintodeafears,

princessNomvulawasenjoyingeveryminuteofit.

Watchinghersisterbeingdraggedoutlikethat,

boughtimmensejoytoherheart.



......

Withoutwarningsheisthrownoftothefields,the

carriagesleaveherdestitutelikethat.Aftercrying

solongitwastimetogetupandfindshelter,but

howthefieldswerecoveredinheavyfog,shecould

barelyseeanything.Shescreamedforhelpbuther

voicewasinaudible,herheartstartedbeatingoutof

herchest.Afraidshetreadednotknowingwhere

thiscouldleadherto.

Shewalkedtheneverendingjourney.Avoicespoke

shestopped,shecontinuedandthevoicekept

gettinglouderandlouder.Shetripsandfalls,her

eyesweremetbyabeautifulblackglisteningRiver.

Voice:Zobuhle

Thevoicespokeagain,shewasmoreintriguedby



thebreathtakingbeautyofthisriver.

Voice:Zobuhle

Itseemedthevoicewascomingfromtheriver,it

hadpoweroverher.Shegotupandproceededto

theriver.

Voice:Zobuhle

Shetookofherclothesanddivedintheriver.

Theriverbecameherhome,shedevelopedanevil

andcursedsidetoher.ShecursedMambaintoan

actualMambathatwillliveforeverintheblackriver.

Shealsocursedthebhenguseed.Everymale

broughtintotheworldwillgrowupmistreatingtheir

spouses,andtohavemorethanonespouse.Those

voiceswerebeginningtosoundlikeneedlesbeing



pokedinherears,shedidn'tknowhowstopthem.

Theevilwithinhergrewfonder,shecreated

monsterandcreaturesunknowntoman,thepalace

wasnotsparedshecursedittosinkafterherdeath.

Thekingdomwasshakenandunstable.Theking

knewaboutherspecialgift,butrealizedlaterofthe

evilitcomeswith.Theywereinsearchforthe

princesshighandlow.Shewasnowheretobe

founduntilonedayshemanagedtoescapethose

evilvoicesandwasfoundalongtheroadside.

Zobuhlegavebirthtotwinsaboyandagirl,butso

muchdamagewasdonethetwinsdidn'tbringany

joytoherheart.Shethoughtabouthertwokidsand

realizedshedidn'twantthemtogrowupsuffering.

Zobuhlesetoutonajourneytorewriteherwrongs,

butthatwasafailsheaskedthelordandthe

ancestorsforforgiveness.Heranswerwasshowna

queen.



Willthisqueenriseuptothechallenge?Orwillthe

curseconsumeher?.Stickaroundtofindout.

[06/06,10:21] :PresentDay

Phindile

''Don'tgothereyouwillbecreatingalotof

problemsforthefamily.Whycan'tyoulistentome''.

Hervoicesentshiversdownhisspine.

''Babewhatdoyoumean,youknowihavetodo

this''

Hewalkedtowardsher,hereyesweretearyshe

wasbegginghimnottogo.Hekissedherforehead

andleaves.



....

''Myman''

''Shoshozikhiphani''

''Awuzwekelet'swaitfortheotherstocome''

Thecrewmakestheirwayin.

''Eishentlekrenalejivenyana''

Ashewastalkingshemadeherwayin,grabbinga

mapandamarkerfromthetable.

''Youhaveaboutfiveminutestodothis,thepolice

havebeentippedof''

''What''



Hestandsbackandallowshertotakeover.

''Sincewhendoweletbitchesinourturf''

Heignoreshimatfirstbutthanthewordbitch

pusheshimoftheledge.

''Uthini''

''Likewhatthehellbro''

''I'minareallygoodmoodandiwon'tletyouruinit''

Hewalksaway,hegrabshisarmandshouts.

''I'mtalkingtoyou''

Theroomgoessilent.



''Uzungaphindeukhulumenamikanjalowenasarn''

Hehashishandsonhisthroat.

''Ninaningibhekenianimuzwangafiveminutes''

....

Iwakeupbreathingfrantically.

Ma:Yini

Isigh.

Me:Elinyeiphuphofuth

Ma:Bekuyinimanje

Me:Luthoolutheningisendaweni,eyodwakukhona

iyithunzieziningi



Justrecentlyafterdiscoveringimayhavean

ancestralgift,newthingshavebeenattackingme

daily.Nowitsthesedreamsiwonderwhatthey

tryingtotellmenow.IamPhindileGumedeandthis

ismystory.

MzwakheBhengu

Ihitusingabatonsticksinkingdeepinhisbloody

back.

Me:Whereismymoney

Locks:I'msorryboss

Me:Yoursorry

Ihithardwithallthatigottakingoutmyfrustration

onhim.



Sakhile:Okaythat'senoughexcitementfortheday

Idropthestickandheadtothebathroomsink.I

washmyhandslookingatthemirror.

Me:Didhetellyouwheremymoneyis

Sakhile:Uthiangitshelekanjanusumshaye

okweslwaneoyisona

Me:F**kyou

Locks:Iwas

Sakhile:Ayshutup

Me:Iwillbegoinghomemakesurewhenicome

back,youhaveanswersforme

Iwalkoutandgetinmycarthanleave.

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:''Skhulu''



Iarrivebackhomeandmetwithanauseatingsmell.

Me:Haibokwenzakalanyinile.Jameswhatthehell

Voice:Baby

Irollmyeyes.

Me:Iforgotyouevenlivehere

Pearl:Areyouforreal

Me:Mamelakesweetheartcelamaseuqedile

lenyovadamnyakho,ngifunaikhisilamilome

gcwakaungabahluphiabasebenzibami

Iheadupstairstomyroomandtakeamomentto

laugh.Whatissheevendoinghere.

Voice:Uhlekani



Me:Yobrosheiscookinginmykitchen,whythe

hellwouldyouguysletherin.Don'tanswerthati'm

sleepingnowmakesureiamsafe

Ilockthedoorandtakeashowerjustwhatineed.

Phindile

Aftercleaningiwenttothemallineedadistraction,

fromeverythingthatishappeninginmylife.i

stoppedworking,istoppedhavingasociallife

becauseoftheancestors.Myphonerings

disturbingmypeace.

Me:Heysam

Sam:Darkbeautyhowareyou

Me:I'mokayileftthehousetoday

Sam:Ngempelathatmeansyoucomingbackto

work



Isigh.

Sam:Bossladythereissomuchicandosome

thingsneedyou

Me:Samkeloiamnotreadyforthat

Sam:TellyouwhatiwillgiveyouFridayandthe

weekend.Mondayazilimeziyetsheni

Me:Samkelo

Sam:Hee..hello..hehellocanyouhearme,ican't

hearherokaybye

Ilaughhehungsupi'malmostdoneshopping,i

grabmyfavoritechocolateandpay.

SakhileNdlovu

Mzwakheprettymuchmesseduptheguytherewas

nothingicoulddo.Ileftthehospitalandpickedup

smangelemypartner,lol.Iarriveatthepenthouse

Mzwakhe'sthingishere.



Sma:I'mgoingtogofreshenup

Me:Youknowwheretofindme

Iknockonhisdoor.

Mzwakhe:Eyfokofwena

Me:Babyopenup

Thedoorunlocksandopens.

Me:Ulele

Mzwakhe:Lockthedoor

Hegoesbacktosleep.

Me:Ahhulelenjayam



Mzwakhe:Didyougetmymoney

Me:Angizelangalokhoasambe

Mzwakhe:Again

Me:Ngizokushiyauzokhala

Mzwakhe:Yohumuntusekagwajiswamanjeukuthi

ayophuza

Me:Celaubemuhlengifunaogirlbathatheke

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe

Wetookajoyridetothechisanyamamorelike

forcedto.

Me:Ngagcinaniniukudlainyamaeyosiwe

Sakhile:Usefakenecarwash

Me:Aynoziyakhipha



Guy:Razo

Me:Ishayeicwebezelemfana

Abunchofcarspullupwelookateachotherand

laugh.Wemadesuretohidefromthemandthey

foundus.

Ntando:Nizitshelaukuthinisileninahuh!

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:Weeenangoke

Sakhile:Wozaniphela

Phindile

Myfriendcalledmesayingshehassomethingfor

me.Excitedlyichangedandheadedout,imustget

usedtopeople.Samkelowantsmebackatwork,

speakingofSamkelohiscarpullsup.



Me:Haibo

Hehootsthegateopens,hedrivesin.

Nonhle:Heygirl...uyaph

Me:ULondieuyangifonelaathikhonaangibekele

kona

Sam:Ndlovukaziyami..uyaphi

Me:Asambe

Thechisanyamaispackedtodaynowayiam

passingbythere,icall.

Londie:Sho

Me:Asihlanganengekeintoegcwelela...Khona

uNonhle

Londie:Imakengiyeza



Wesitonthesteelbarrieribrowsethroughmy

phone,suddenlyifeeleyesonme.IaskSamkeloto

standinfrontofmeNonhlelaughs.

Mzwakhe

Afewdrinkslaterweweredrunk,thanthisbeautiful

darkbeautyshowedupwithanotherbeautiful

yellowebone.Thisidiotisblockingmyview.

Sakhile:Ahhbukamanjesenidakiwekantininjan

Me:Skhulurelaxwewillcalljamestopickusup

Sakhile:NaweThabiso

Thabiso:Yophumakimi

Herollshiseyesthechisanyamaisnowpacked

ladiesthrowingthemselvesatus.

Voice:Thobani



Thebeautifulladiesmaketheirwayup,thisdark

onemanisfuckingmeup.Hecomesouthesmiles

whenheseesthem,suddenlyitsavibewhenthey

entered.

Ntando:Bukaniononkroyibedanselautshwala

Shelooksatusasifsheheard,shecallsSiphothey

touchyfeelyidon'tlikethat.Hecomestoourtable

withablackbottle,hegivesittoNtandowithanote.

Ntando:Unonkroyiodanselautshwala

Sakhile:Haahaa

Welaugh.

Phindile



Whatadayanditistimeformetogetsomesleep.I

enjoyedbeingwithmygirlsandSamkelo,Nonhlei

missheralreadysleepinvadesme.Ipraythandrift

offtolalaland.

....

Phonecall

''What'stheupdate''

''Wereadyandwaitinggrootman''

''Goodabohata''

''Simoja''

''NiceuvauT''

...

''Babncwane''

Ncwane:Don'tmessthisuptoreveryoneisgoing

tofeelmywrath



T:Areyousmashingbecauseyouonlymake

threats,whenubabNcwaneisdoingagreat

performance

Ncwane:T

T:Relaxwegotthis

Thecalldisconnects.

T:Boysit'stime

...

I'minthemiddleoftheroadasthecarlightsshine

brightonmyeyes.Iholdmyhandupwalking

forwardtryingtogetavisual,ofwhatisgoingon.

Whyaretheresomanypolicevanswithguns

pointingatme.Whatisgoingonwhyamihere.

BANG!BANG!BANG!



Shotsarebeingfiredleft,rightandcenter.

''MOVEMOVE''

''GETDOWN,GETDOWN''

Moreshotsarebeingfiredthescenehasbecomea

seafullofblood.Itripandfallsomethingwarmand

slimywrapsaroundmylegs,ilookupabigblack

snake.

...

Iwakeupscreaming.Asnakewhyamidreaming

aboutsnakes,ifeeldrowsyagain.Iopenmyeyes

i'mstillinthemiddleoftheroodanditisstill

wrappedaroundmylegs.Whyaminotfreakingout

abloodysnakeisonmybody.



Voice:Whyyouscaredofme

Didthisthingjusttalk.

Voice:Pleaseacceptmei'mharmlessijustneed

yourhelp

Harmlessthisthingcankillmepleasesomebody

getitoffme.Itlookslikeitheardme,itgetsoffmei

quicklygetup.

Voice:Itwon'tleaveuntilyouaccept,youwillseeit

everywhereyougo

Me:Whycan'tyouguysjusttellmewhatitisthat

youwantfromme

Voice:Thetimehasn'tcomeyetforthatbutsoon

youwillfindout



Greatnowiamspeakingtosnakesitlookslikei'm

notgoingtogetoutofthisone.Iclosemyeyesand

spreadmyarmsapart,gentlyifeelitwrapping

aroundme.It'sheadrestonmyshoulder,ifind

myselfhuggingitbeingcomfortablewithitthanit

disappearsonme.

...

Iwakeupgasping.

[06/06,10:21] :02

Mzwakhe

Ireallyhateitwhenpeopledisturbmybeautiful

peacefulsleep.

Me:Eyeyfokof

Voice:Imadeyoubreakfast



Me:Okay

Pearl:Youcoming

Me:Yopearlawungiyekangikhathele

Ipulluptheduvetcoverbutshepersistonthe

knocking.

Me:Whatdidigetmyselfinto

Myphonebeepsigrabfromthepedestal.Ifrown

anddeletethepictures,asaladyreallyhavesome

respectforyourself.Don'tsendnudeswithout

beingasked,sheknocksagain.

Me:Kantiawuzwayini

Voice:Iminamasimbakho

Igetupandopenthedoor.



Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Moja

Sakhile:Bathini

Me:Iseveryonehere

Sakhile:Bafikamanje

Me:Ican'tbelieveyouledmetodrinkinglikeacow

Helaughs.

Sakhile:It'smyfaultnowokayiwilladmitlastnight

wascrazy

Theybargeinmybedroomandlayonmybed.

Thabiso:NgizobuyaphelaOlwethuehenna

nginoMzwakheungezaphelausenentombi



Haibo.

Phindile

Itsnotthefirsttimebondingwiththatsnake,but

thiswassosurrealandscaryashell.Whyare

ancestorssounclearwiththeirmessages.

Ma:Ukahle

Idropthecup.

Me:Hmmwangithusa

Igrabadustpanandpickoutthebrokenpieces.

Ma:Uphupheninamhlanje



Me:Kusayilelophupho

Ilieidon'twanttotellwhatitwasherparanoiais

justonanotherlevel.

Ma:Unesiqinisekoukuthkusamadlozihlampe

nganeyamiabathakathi

Me:Mayashiwolentoesontwenimangiyacela

Seealready,igotalotgoingonallbineedissupport.

Myphoneringsohmygoodnessicannothewill

justhavetoforgiveme.

Mzwakhe

SisNokubonga'sscrumptious,greasy,juicy

breakfastisjustwhatthedoctorordered.

Me:Hmmngabayininjengaphandlekwakho



Her:Dead

Shelaughs.

Me:Ngabengiyafaindlalaandchaangibuyeli

ekhayaelikhulu

Her:Haibosengitheni..Eh

Sakhile:Younotgettinganotherraise

Her:Hawuubaniothesengifunaimali

Sakhile:Ngilalele

Her:Kunentokaziebengathandaukuthsiyisize

isukalekwaMaphumulo,ilindeimphumelaka

matikuletsheningithengithingiyayizamangemali

yala.Bengifisaezosebenzanamiangilekeleleathole

imaliakwaziukuqhubezaizimfundozakhe

Sakhile:Mengasiwolamarotoohleziuwaletha

kulungile



Welaugh.

Me:Ufunaukufundelaini

Her:Ubudokotela

Me:Nice

Her:Ngiyacelaningamsheliuyacwebezelauvuthiwe

ningangiphoxi

Sakhile:UzwileMzwakhe

Me:Haibonalibhadilamibo

Myeyesarealreadysetonsomeoneelse.

Thabiso:Wemadodaniwabonilekodwalama

ntombazane

Sakhile:Mfethu

Ntando:Thobanimalinilelibhodlela

Thobani:Halfamile



Ntando:Umpelonamahala

Thobani:Ulithengile

Thabiso:Huh!

Thobani:Wenawhyubizaizinganezabantu

ngononkroyi

Thabiso:Ngizitholeleleliyadarkyhmm

Heshakeshisbodywelaugh.

Sakhile:Uzoshawauzofahmmkhuzeka

Hesawme.

Phindile

NonhleandSamkelocamebackagainnotona

socialvisit,thesetwoareannoying.



Me:Ihateyoutwo

Sam:Noletsgetafewthingsdone

Me:YoindodayakhoNonhle

Shelaughs.Astheyweretalkingizoneoutidon't

evenhearwhattheysaying,theyhavetakenover

mybodyagain.

Me:Eynibangaumsindo

OhmyGodanyonegoingthroughthisi'mwithyou

thestruggleisreal.

Nonhle:Phindile

Me:Awukahle

Ivigorouslygetupthenfeeldrowsy,Samkeloholds

meihissandsneeze.



Me:Samkelo

Nonhle:Babyletgoofher

Me:Hmhmhm...(snorting)hmhm

Mybodytenseup.

Nonhle:Okaygentlyholdherandthanlayherbody

down

Ifeelmovementbuti'msooutofitstrengthleaves

mybody,ifallintocompletedarkness.

...

Iopenmyeyesi'minthemiddleoftheroadagain.

Isn'tthereabetterwayforthemtocommunicate

withme,whatifpeopleseemeandtheythinki'ma



witch.

Voice:Younotawitch

Ilookupabeautifulladyisstandingbeforeme,she

kneelsdownandhelpsmedrinksomething.

Me:Wowthat'srefreshing

Shesmiles.

Her:Don'trushthingswillcomebacktoyouontheir

own

Sherunsherhanddownmyfaceifeeldrowsy

again.Iwakeupgasping.

Nonhle:Breath...Breathit'sokay



Iholdmychest.

Me:Whathappened

Samkelo:Ungixolelesweetheartsoqhubheka

siphatheizintouzeubuye

Icrytheseancestorshaveconsumedmylifeso

much,thati'mnotallowedtohaveanybitoflifeof

myown.

Mzwakhe

ItwaspickuptimeCarsonshowedup,idon'thave

energyforhisbull.

Me:MrOwen

Carson:Skhulu(Inhiswhiteaccent)

Me:Don'tbemadbutthebagsareshort



Carson:Howmany

Me:Three

Helaughs.

Carson:NgiyabonaufunangikhulumeisZulu

Me:Carson

Carson:Don'tCarsonmei'mnotcashingin

anythinglessthanrequiredunless.Youwantmeto

gotojailandyouknowimnotgoingdownby

myselfhawunanguengidakelwa

Theylaughheheadstothekitchen.

Carson:Icould'vebeenwithmywife

Sakhile:Kephikhona

Carson:I'msureshemissesmebuthereiamwith

youclowns



Me:Ayfokof

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Lookwhoifound

Me:Hmm

Sakhile:Fireright

Me:Idon'tknowSakhile

Carson:Whosethat..Whoaubanilo

Sakhile:Imtryingtohookhimup

Hecracksinlaughter.

Me:Angilungilabafo

Carson:Itwouldtakeamiraclephelayouacrack

head,youwon'thandleher

Me:Iniletsbetimgoingf**kthisgirlsohard10k



Carson:Whatkindofabetisthat

Me:Afairone

Sakhile:Ifyoufallinlovewithheryouoweuseach

25kplusthis10k

Carson:Nowyoutalking

Nowtheyplayingmebutitscoolletthegames

begin.

Me:Fine

Sakhile:Skhulu

Carson:Owenhello...What..Howthef**kdidthat

happenf**k

Me:Whathappened

Carson:Kantiusebenzakanjannabantubakho

Me:Whathappened

Carson:Nywathihappenedlet'sgo,getonthe

systemandcleanthismess



Sakhile:EyoSenzothere'sbeenabreach

Senzo"Hmmimheadingtothewarehousenowlets

allmeetthere"

Someoneisplayingadangerousgame.

[06/06,10:22] :03

Mzwakhe

Wegotarrestedjusttwodaysafterandstillinjail.

Carson:Yaneh..Thisisbullshit

Heroars.

Me:Calmdown

Carson:Youtellmetocalmdownonemoretimeim

f**kingpunchingyourface



Ilaughsomeonecomesruiningtheirstickonthe

bars.

Carson:Thereasonforyoutomakenoiseis

Heunlocksandcuffsus.

Policeman:Followme

Carson:Arewebeingreleased

Wetakentointerrogationroomwelookateach

otherandscoff.

Detective:Sit

Wedo.



Detective:Finallyigotyouguysmoreespecially

you,howdoesitfeelknowingyougoingtobe

spendingyourlifeinjail.Hijacking,murderandyou

moneylaundering

Me:Nothing

Detective:Oh

Me:Becausethatwillneverhappenentlekuwubani

wena

Hepressestherecorder.

Detective:Youmindtellingmewhatyouweredoing

onrestrictedfacilities.Withunlicensedweapons,

whichi'msurehavemultiplemurderstothem

Carson:Whileyoustilltryingtofigureitout,canyou

getmecoffeeandsomeKrispyKremedonutsthank

you

Me:Uyasibophanomauzosidakelwa



Detective:Cookytootakethembacktotheircell

Ibeenkeepingmycoolbutimgettingmad.Two

moreofficersarebroughtin,welookatthemmore

areboughtin.Theyroughlygrabusandbangus

withthesticks.

Detective:Iftheyfightyouagaindon'thesitatetohit

themhard

Me:Ohallofyouaredead

Detective:Areyouthreateningofficersofthelaw,

caniquoteyouonthatMrbhengu.Takethese

delinquentsaway

Weroughlytosseddownlikeasackofpotatos

somebodywantsmetokillthem.

Phindile

Myspiritwasveryuneasyi'mfeelingvery



overwhelmedandagitated.

Nonhle:Awngazengavelelwamina

Ilaugh.

Me:Hmmm

Nonhle:Nazo

Igetup.

Me:Itsokaydon'tfollowme

Iheadtomyroomandlock.

Voice:Baboshiwenkosazanemanjeabezwa

Voice:Tholaumfulaohlanzekileuzigeze,ubabize



bonkeobhengubekukhanyisele

Voice:Uthiuzokwazinje

Voice:Ebeseuyekhayauphuzeamanziasemfuleni

njengobaenjalouthandazekonkekuzolunga

Thevoicesgoawayiopenmyeyes,thesevoices

willbethedeathofme.

Me:Nonhlenomamakhonaumfulaowaziyooclean

Nonhle:Idon'tknowletmecallsamhemightknow..

Ohuthiukhona

Me:Ngiyiselaphoekuseningovivikuyaphuthuma

Sakhile

Everythingjusttumbleddownthingsarenotlooking

good.

Me:F**k



Senzo:Sophumakanjankulento

Ayanda:Ifitrytologintothesystemsframe

maybe

Me:Noitstooriskythatwillleadstraighttous

Myphonerings.

Me:Weengibulalenijesu

Senzo:Don'tanswer

Ayanda:Areyoucrazyyouknowheisgoingtobe

breathingfiredownournecks

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Whyamistillhere

Me:We

Mzwakhe:Idon'tcareSakhilegetmeoutofhere

Me:Wehavebeencompromisedigottogo



Ihungupsenzoactivitiesthevirusesandwesneak

out.

Mzwakhe

Ican'tbelieveawholeMzwakheisinjail.

Me:Nhlakaniphowhywestillhere

Nhlaka:Ican'tgettothosedocketshisguarding

themwithhislife

Carson:Andthat'sourproblemhow,weshould

havebeenoutthemomentwegotin

Ifhewasn'tmybrotheriwouldhavekilledhim.

Me:MakethisgoawayNhlakaniphoCarsonis

annoying

Carson:Annoyingyouannoyingyousweetheart.

Youtheonewhogotushereinthefirstplace,so



pleasedon'tgetallupinmygrip

Hesnapshisfingers.

Nhlaka:Ihavetogoiwillbeback

Carson:Andbringmef**kingdonuts

Me:Shutupwiththedamndonutsah

Ishouthelaughs.Partofthereasonwhyi'm

annoyedishimannoyingmewiththesedamn

donuts.

Carson:Istillwantmydonuts

Me:Carsonimgoingtof**kyourwhitea**sobad

youwouldthinktwiceaboutthesebloodydamn

donuts

Carson:Kahleukungisabisaawukhonswempu

Me:Uthini



Carson:Ngiyadlala

Helaughs.

Carson:Wowtheyseriouslydenyingmethese

donuts

Iexhale.

Sakhile

Thabiso:Yenzekekanjanlentosingaboni

Wewentintocompletehidingi'moutofoptionsand

Mzwakheisgoingtokillme.

Thabiso:Asikwaziukuhlalalaengathsamagwala

melekubekhonaesikwenzayo

Me:LikewhatThabiso



Thobani:UphiuMelusi

Me:HospitaltherewasahugeaccidentontheN2

Thobani:Interesting

Me:Let'swaititoutuntiltomorrowicanimagine

Ayanda:Usemfuneamadonutwazewamcika

Theylaugh.

[06/06,10:22] :04

Phindile

Wedrovedowntotheriver.Aladycametomy

dreamswiththeriverwater,iprayedbeforeweleft.

Wedriveintoanopenfieldsurroundedbytrees.

Nonhle:Iyasabekalendawo

Istepoutofthecarandseetheriver,iundress.



Me:Sabelanibobhengunanguumtwanawenu

esondela.WenawakwaDlabazane,kaNgwane,

kaNephu,kaLamulanyawozigezwangamazolo,

ninaenivukanixhubhengelala.Shongololo,

Ngcolosi

Thewaterstartsbubblingupigetinandwashmy

body.Callingallthebhengu'saskinglightforthe

boysandtheirsafetyafterthatitstops.Ijumpout

quicklyandheadbacktothecarwithoutlooking

back.

Igetinthecarandmytensionstartstofadeaway.

Nonhle:Letshopeeverythingwentwell

Me:Itdidiknowitdid

Nonhle:Sowhatnow

Me:Weeat



Shechuckles.

Me:Uyazinjeanginampilo

Nonhle:I'mgoinghometodaytomymanwhileyou

stilldreamingaboutyours

Me:Nonhle

Welaughidon'tknowwhatthismeans,butifit

meansmeacceptingitiwillhavemylifeback.Than

sobeit,myphonerings.

Nonhle:Baby

Mxolisi:Lodotiloakafuniukubambaiyincingozami

Mzwakhe

Ican'ttakeCarson'swhininganymoreitisdriving

mecrazy.Ihavereachedmybreakingpoint,i'm



layingdownonthisunhygienicdisgustingfloor.I

haven'ttakenmymedicationandi'mprobablygoing

todiewithoutfindingthatbeautifullady.That'smy

missionwhenigetoutofthishellhole.

"Ehziboshwa"

Me:Nxiayf**kindabayakho

Carson:Whatauselesscopofabrotheryouare

Me:Shutthef**kupokay

Nhlaka:Carsonstopletsgo

Hejumpsup.

Nhlaka:Miraculouslyeverythingdisappeared

Carson:OhthankGodidon'thavetospendanother

nightwiththisbozo

Hecuffsus.



Carson:Thisisviolationofrightsyoucan'tjust

pushuslikethat

Itrytohithimmybrotherstopsmetheylaugh.

Carson:Officerarrestthismanheistryingtoattack

me

Me:Ohlookwhatcameintheawardwinningfor

bestannoyingpersonintheworldgoesCarson

Owenshutthef**kup

Nhlaka:Khumbulaniwhatisgoingon

Lani:Here'swhatisgoingontheirmurderoushands

madetheirwaytothedocketsandjustlikethat

everythingisgone

Nhlaka:Theywereinpossessionofillegalfirearms

whataboutthat

Carsonandislowlyeyedeachother.



Lani:Thattogoneprocesstheirrelease

Nhlaka:Aybafanaiyasebenzainteleziyenu

Hethrowsthepenatme.

Carson:PickitMzwakhe

Nhlaka:YeahMzwakhepickitup

Ichuckle.

Me:Heeiminalowenziwakanjeaykulungile

bafethu

Carson:Whereismywatch

Me:Carsonletsgoyouwillbuyanotherone

Carson:Excusemethatsanexpensivewatchmy

wifeboughtforme



Hedoesn'tevenhaveawife.

Carson:Iwantmywatchback

Ipullhimaway.

Carson:EymtanomZuludon'tpissmeoffyou

motherf**kersbetterhavemywatchwhenicome

back

Hetakesthecoffeeandpaperbagthatsonthe

counterwhy?.

Sakhile

Thingswentbacktonormaltheshitload,heis

goingtobethrowingatmeiain'treadyforit.Iknow

itsgoingtoannoyme.



Me:Theycomingupnow

Idon'twanttobearound,theliftopenstheyboth

enter.Mzwakhejustheadsupstairs,isighand

followhim.

Mzwakhe:Youallowedmetospendanightsinjail

Me:I

Mzwakhe:Shutupshutthef**kuptellmewhyi

wasinjailSakhile

Me:Broi

Mzwakhe:Youcan'tright

Cansomeoneswitchplaceswithmethatlowtone

inhisvoice,isscaringme.

Me:Everyoneisdownstairs



Mzwakhe:Fokofhambamasimbakho

Igetupandleave.

Thabiso:Heismad

Me:Morelikebreathingfirewhenhedoesn'tshout

atyouthatswhenheismoredangerous

Hecomesdownafterawhileheadingtothefridge,

hegrabsawaterbottle.Carsoncomesthrough

freshenedup.

Mzwakhe:Didyoueatyourstupiddonuts

Carson:Noiwasaboutto

Awkwardsilencenextthingthatbottlecomesflying

through.Wedarenotmoveorsayanything.



Mzwakhe:Sengazengigidleestocksinnalomlungu

ngenxayenuzinja

OnanygivendayCarsonwouldhavedefinitelysaid

something,butthemomentistootensetomake

jokes.

Mzwakhe:Kuyacacaphelaayisadumikanjalo,

aningifunikuyonkintoesesidlulekuyonaningifaka

ejele

Youknowthatmomentaparentisshoutingatyou.

Icovermyfaceitsevenworsewhenhisshouting.

Mzwakhe:Hmmaniyindawoningangitshelanga

ubaniloshlamaekumelengimucishenou

Thabiso:Hawusomeofushavewives

Mzwakhe:Igqeleyouyangizwaawuyindawo.Ukuth

uwubhutiwamiomdalaakushoukuthngeke



ngikubulaleeytsekThabiso

Hethrowsthegunatusanditlandsonmyleg.Why

doialwayshavetobeonepunished.

Phindile

Ifeelalotlighterandbettermeaningeverything

wentwell.Howevernowi'mhearingsoftsobsof

someone,whomightthispersonbenow.

Nonhle:Yougoodnowcanigo

Idon'twanthertogo.

Me:Yesyoucan

Ihidmysadnesswithasmileherlifemustn'tstop

becauseofme.



Nonhle:Hewillpickmeupintheafternoon

Me:Cool

Nonhle:So

Me:Whyyousmiling

Nonhle:Haveyouseendreambae

Me:Canyouhearthat

Nonhle:Stoptryingtochangethesubject

Me:Noi'mseriouscanyounothearthat

Nonhle:HearingwhatPhindileyoubetternotbe

startingyourshit

Me:Haibo

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Imsorry

Ma:HawuSipho



Sipho:Yeboma

Ma:Kunjankhehla

Sipho:Kuyancengekamaakufaniukhonalosisi

Me:Mrhandsome

Sipho:Ayhawu

JamesZulu

Themessigottenmyselfinto.

Andile:Isitdone

Me:Theygotout

Hefrowns.

Andile:Areyoubullshitingmerightnow

Me:Itappearsthedocketstogetherwiththe

evidencedisappeared



Andile:Youruselessyouknowdoihavetodo

everythingmyself,doineedtoremindyoujames

whatisatstakehereJames

Iwasboilinginsideionlybetrayedtheboys,

becausemyfamilyistrappedinsideamagicalpool.

Theonlywayicanhavethembackisbybringing

downthebhengu's,myconsciencefeltbadonthe

otherhandmyhandsweretied.Ialsodoitbecause

thoseboysdon'tseeme.

Andile:Yougobackintheirandfindouteverything

youcantonailthemdown.Onceandforalland

don'tyoudarebullshitme

Hecomesclosertomeandwhispersinmyear.

Andile:Youhaveabeautifuldaughteri'msureiwill

makeafortuneoutofher



Iholdmyselffrompunchingthef**koutofhim.

Me:Wewouldn'twantthatnow

Andile:Thangetmewhatiwant

Hegetsinhiscaranddrivesoff,iwatchittillitsout

ofmysight.Igetonmykneesandbreakdown.I

can'tdothisanymoreijustwantmyfamilyback,

Godpleasehelpmeitstartstorainicryevenlouder.

Phindile

Sipho:Correctqueenwifey

Nonhle:Igotamannjalo

Me:Whatswrong

Sipho:Bukakuvaliweakatholakalinasefonini

Nonhle:That'sbad

Voice:Tellhimtoopeneverythingisfine



Izoneout.

"Babywemustchangethisroom"

"Why?"

"Becausetheseareoldfashionedwhostillhas

wardrobesthatfilltheentirewall"

"Babeasingajwayelanikabiihadthemspecifically

designedtobelikethat"

Nousetalkinghimintogettingaclosetthisroomis

sobig,thatthishugewardrobeisveryunnecessary.

"Finethan"

"Bringyourdarkbeautifulselfhere"

Hetakesofhistopoowiiidamn.Imasuckerforabs

theydrivemecrazy.Iputtheglassdownandslowly



takeoffmyclothes,walkingclosertohim.

.....

Nonhle:Phindilesnapoutofit

Me:Whathappened

Theylookatmeweirdwasdaydreaming,didi

blackout.

Nonhle:Uvesanewajamanjengakuhlalisaphansi

Me:Hmm

Nonhle:Imleavingareyougoingtobeokay

Me:Letmewashmyfaceandwalkyouout

[06/06,10:22] :05

Mzwakhe

Ameansuckerpunchlandsonmyface.



Me:F**k

Sakhile:Thatwasforhittingmewithagun,iknow

youmadbutdon'ttakeittherewithme

Me:Youhadtodoitinfrontoftheseidiots

Theylaughain'tnothingfunny.

Thobani:Ningacasukiphelanonke

Me:Whatthehellhappened

Silence.

Me:Bathulaabantu

Sakhile:Weontopofit

Carson:Goodmorning



Forallthetimesheannoyedmethere'sabigboxof

donutswaitingforhim.

Thobani:Apresentcameforyou

Heunwrapstheboxthanlooksatmeyeahenjoy

b*tch.

Thobani:Sthandwasamngifonelwanguweayno

ziyakhipha..Chakubenezinkingaingakhongivalile

haibongempela,ahkodwawenaukubawangiqoma

ngabesiphushaintoeserious.Wakhetha

ukuzitshelake

Helaughshedoesn'ttalklikethiswithhisgirlfriend

itmustbesomeoneheissmashing.

Thobani:Awkodwamommywalenzausukulwami

okaymylovesho



Ntando:Usuyafebafuth

Thobani:(Singing)Phumaeyintwenizami...aybo

bekaindabazakho..Ngisahambangizonibona

Thabiso:Howcomehegetstoleaveandwecan't

Me:Thobaniuyaph

Thobani:Igotabusinesstorunduh

Sakhile:Wegotpolicewatchingoureverymoveand

youwanttoopenupyourstupidspazashop

Welaugh.

Thobani:Ohnohedidn't

Sakhile:Fokof

Thobani:Unlikeyoub*tchigotfriendsandthose

friendslookoutforme,nowtryandstopmeand

seewhatwillhappen

Me:Sakhilemyeke

Sakhile:Entlekunahanaumangwenaehbabaakho



muntuohambayo

ThobanirunSakhileisgoingtohurtyou,hetakes

outhisgunsandcocksitusinghisfeet.

Sakhile:Ungenelaphongiyakushaya

HewalksbackwardsSakhileisfiringbutnothingis

happening,Thobanishowsushismiddlefinger.

Thobani:Laterb*tches

Withahugesmirkonhisfacewhatjusthappened.

Phindile

Iwasdownatthechisanyamahelpingthemopen

upwhenitsuddenlyrained,thisisn'tanormalkind

ofrain.Thosecriesagainiextendmyhandout.



Thobani:Phindile

Istaggerheholdsme.

Thobani:Wenzanmanjeusuqalaiyintozakho

Whatdidthispersondoforthemtobebringingme

somuchagony.

Thobani:Siphowozanamanzi

Me:Nenyama

Hesmiles.

Thobani:Nenyamabo

Sipho:Queen



Thobani:Queenwaniwenaahthula

"Thobaniii"

Thobani:Awuphuthelwailutho

Londie:Celaningenzelaiskhafthini..Kanjankodwa

oeiphungalenyamalinukakamnandikanjethatha

Sipho:Ngenzeningalento

Londie:Fakainyamayiniinkinga

Sipho:Udakiwe

Londie:Weelokhengincengananawe

Sipho:Shonakhona

Wedieinlaughter.

Mzwakhe

WepullupatchisanyamaThobanineedstoexplain



whatmuthiheisusing.Wegetthereandmywifeis

thereohmyGod.

Friend:Laphongithingifunaukugroovaislwane

sangicasulaasiyikhiphileimali

Her:Awukholatenje

Thobani:Heremuhambise

Friend:Mekukhonawenaaveesthandalobhuti

Sipho:Akasithethisinokusithethisa

Friend:Mnganingizokubona

Sipho:Bafo

Sakhile:Skhulu

Hegreetsus.

Sakhile:Ubaniloya

Sipho:MuphiohuPhindilenoLondiePhindilelohleli

phansi



Phindileyouhavetakenmyheartgirl.

Thobani:Nifunanila

Me:Inyama

Thobani:Inyama

Sakhile:Kwangathiakekhorightnje

Phindile:Thobani

Herunsoverthere.

Phindile

Thepeoplewithinmedidn'tlikethewaytheseboys

werelookingatme.

Thobani:Everythingokay

Me:Idon'tknow



Itrytogetupmylegsfailme.

Thobani:Weentombazaneungalingeyezwa

Iseethesnakeslitheringifollowit.

Thobani:Phindile

Me:Shhhwoza

ItleadsmetoawhiteBMWXhmmlovelycar.

Me:Whosecaristhis

Thobani:EyaMzwakhe

Me:Openit

Thobani:Vulaimotoyakhoeyvulawenaman



Igetin,healsogetsin.Ilovebigcarsthisonejust

makesmewanttohavesexinit,somethingis

wrongwiththiscar.Isearchitandcomeacrossa

packetwithsubstanceinit

Thobani:Shit

Mzwakhe

Whataretheydoinginmycar,poilcevansandcars

maketheirwayin.

Thobani:"Everyoneactcool"

TheycomebackwithThobaniholdingagymbag.

Lani:Wellwellwell

Notthisidiotcopagain.



Lani:Whatsinthatbag

Thobani:Noneofyourbusiness

Nhlaka:Gooddaygentlemen

Hehandsmeapaperi'msureheisgettingtiredof

seeingme.

Nhlaka:Search

Me:Forwhat

Lani:That'sforustoknowsoyourmurderous

handsdon'tgettoit,takeyourtimeleavenostone

unturned

Nhlaka:Thebagpleasesirthebagplease

Hethrowsthebagonthefloor.

Nhlaka:Therereallyisnoneedforthatwejust



doingourjob

Whataretheyhopingtofindandwhatwasinmy

car.Hegoesthroughthebagiseeasmirkonhis

face,hetakesoutalltheclothesfromthebagandit

lightmaterialnothingcanbehiddeninit.

Pamela:Sorrysisiuyaph

Phindile:Homekhonainkinga

Thobani:"Ehjoekhuzalomtanakuzomosheka

blind"

Phindile:Hmmdidn'tthinkso

Lani:Excusemeprincesswhereyouthinkyou

going

Phindile:Uzeungithintengiyakulingayeyi...Yeahi

didn'tthinkso

Shewalksawayiwanther.



[06/06,10:23] :06

Phindile

ItwasanormalFridayijustgotbackfromworkand

waitingonmymantofetchme.Heisalreadylate

probablybusywhoringaround,itsjustbeentwo

weeksdatingthisguyandeverydayhasbeena

totalbliss.Heisverydemandingattimesifeellike

noican'tdothisanymore,iwanttoleavehimthan

hegoesaroundandbethisromanticlovingmanim

meetingforthefirsttime.

"Liphiisokalakho"

Myfamilynotveryfondofhim,buttheylovehis

moneyofwhichigivethemallthetimewhenever

theywantit.



"Angazikadengibuyilengiyasolanjeuzongilanda

late"

"Ubabawakhoakazukuyithandalentoyokuhamba

ebusukunomaungamuphaengakananimalile"

There'snotmuchicandotheancestorswantusto

betogether.Ifwebreakupagainalotofthingsare

goingtohappen.

"Yeahkonakunjalokemamangifanomanina

sothini"

Andiwaitandwaitandwaitandwait,timeisgoing

bysofaststillnothingfromhim.I'mfallingasleep

now...Myphoneringsanditstwelvemidnight.

"Hello"

"Mama,i'moutsidewoza"

"Okay"



Igrabmystuffi'mverysleepyandtired.Momis

watchingtvthisisnotagoodlook,wholeavestheir

homeattwelvemidnight.Ohwaitiknowthisgirl.

"Wemad"

"I'mcoldandiwanttogetinabedrightnow"

Hedrivesoffi'mreallycoldiwishiboughtablanket

orthrow.Hetakesoffhishoodieandgivesittome.

"Thankyou"

"Mamangiyaxolisangisukengabambekabengafuni

sixabana..MamamommyyohntombikaMzwakhe"

Iwakeupcoughing.

Mzwakhe



Iwakeupexperiencingamassiveheadache,never

gooutwithSakhile.Drinkingisnotgoodformy

heartliterallywhatdidwedrink.

Me:Yoyoyohmm..Hello

Caller:Youdon'tsoundgood

Me:Eyboyboy

Lindo:I'moldnowbrother

Me:Uyohleziuyintwanayamiandngikuncanywa

blind

Helaughs.

Lindo:Awushokeyinilengakaeniyenzileobhengu

bacasukekabi

Me:Shouldn'tyoubesleepinginsteadofwaking

peopleupfineiwasarrestedwithCarson

Lindo:Mtanomlungu



Me:Eyisdinasodwa

Lindo:AwholeMzwakhearrestedyoushouldbe

ashamedofyourself

Me:Whatdidtheysay

Linda:Theytookcareofitandi'mcomingback

Me:Udakiweuyafundafocusonthatangikufuninje

la

Lindo:Ngebhadisengiphakathi"Whenyougetting

yourownhouse"Keawecanbothsharethishouse

Kea:Heybro

Me:Lindokuhle

Lindo:Evensowecan'tliveinthestateforeveryou

knowaboutmygift

Me:Mysisterain'tcomingbacktothisturmoil

forgetitlingamanelibhubhe

Lindo:Okusalayosiyabuyabyeigottago

Me:Weelindokuhlewena



Hehungsup.

Me:Wowthisboy

Sakhile

Someoneistargetingusandnotinagoodway,

Thobaniisbackweneedtodiscusswhatistheway

forward.

Ndu:Yalldopingnow

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Me:Whatisgoingon

Thobani:Itscocainelotsandlotsofcocaine

Me:Wedon'trolllikethathedefinitelydoesn'troll

likethat

Thobani:Butweknowwhodoes

Me:No

Thobani:Heisadruglordandhumantrafficking



king

AndileandMzwakheoilandwatertheydon'tmixin

facttheyhateeachother,sincewayback.Mzwakhe

deltwiththisguyandonlynowhethinksabout

revenge.

Thobani:Whatarewedoingtodo

Ndu:UzobulalauSakhilekuqala

TheylaughthisbrokenrecordofhewillkillSakhile

firstisannoyingme.

Mzwakhe:Zimnandiheokushoukuthniyitholile

bebhariekumelengiyicishe

Whenheismadyouwalkoneggshellsandtiptoe

aroundhim.Westareateachotheriknowmyboy

prettywellandallisforgiven.



Ndu:Skhulu

Mzwakhe:Shutthef**kup

Ijumponhisbackhefrowns.

Me:Iknewyouwouldn'tdarestaymadatme

Mzwakhe:Getoffme

Ndu:Areweontheclear

Mzwakhe:Fornow

Phindile

Sincethatdreamihaven'tgottenanyrest.Ifeel

fuzzyandsuperexhausted,imsurprisedigot

throughtheday.

Ma:Usudlilengikwenzeleukudla



Me:Yebongiyabonga

Idon'tthinkicaneatbutiwilltryto,myphonerings.

Nonhle:Seyisukilenjalo

Me:Hereiaminthemiddleofthedream,dream

baeissexydoingallthingshesayshisname

ngiyavukaangisakhumbuliluth

Nonhle:No

Me:Iwassoangry

Istarthissingandsnorting.

Me:Hmhmngiyabulawala

Igrabacushionandlayonthefloor.



Sis:Sanibonaniweesezisukilenjalo

Ma:Angiyithandinezelento

Ikeephearingmanlycrieswhoisthismancrying

likethis,eachsobisfilledwithpassionandanger.

Couldbeconnectedtotheseancestors.

Voice:Asikwaziukumsizakephawenaungakwenza

Voice:Inhliziyoyakheibuhlungukephaimpiloyakhe

isezandlenizakhe

Voice:Siyacelankosazaneumboniseindlelangoba

leehambangayokuzogcineukuthmelesingenelele

loludaba

That'snotagoodidea...Iopenmyeyeswilliever

getsomerest.

Mzwakhe



Thobaniishavingthemotherofallparties,surlyim

goingtoseemylovethere.Sheistheonethingthat

hasbeenonmymindsinceisawher,these

distractionsaremakingithardformetofocus.

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Yesmybaby

Me:Don'tdoit

Sakhile:Sengenzeni

Iknowhimhehasseenthewayimlookingather

andheisbusywithinvestigations.Idon'twantthat

idon'twantanyoneknowingexceptus.

Thabiso:IqalaninilentoyaThobaningizilungisela

kahle

Sakhile:Shookayforwhenokaysharp..Ucelaama

earphonesyinilentoenciphisaumsindo



TheliftopensbabyNozirunsinandjumpsonme.

Me:Mommysawubonawenasawubonawena

Itickleherherlaughmeltsmyheartaway.

Me:Sakhile

Helooksatmeichuckleidon'tunderstandthis

hugephobiahehasagainstchildren.Heeitherruns

away,actsweirdinfrontofthemorhaveaserious

nervousbreakdown.Itsjustkidsonehewillhave

someday.

Me:Yourmanletyoucomeherebyyourselfphela

ubrawamiakasifuninhloboeduzekwakho

Sethu:Utheubusyhecan'ttakemetohisplace

Jamesdroppedmeoff



Nozi:Sidwi

Me:Swidiokayhambauyekumaucelaukudla

ngizokunikauswidi

Nozi:Ebo

Phindile

Ijustwokeupfromapeacefulsleepmymission

nowistofindthiscryingmanandiwill.

Ma:Walaziwangaphesheya

Me:Kwenziwani

Ipeepthroughthewindowanditisgoingdown.

Me:Awminangizilaleangizwalutho

Ma:Hlampebazokulanda

Sisi:Uphatheinyama



Me:Nizogulaphelainyamanjalohaibo

Sisi:Aveimnandifuth

Ma:Ayinawolamasauceanesdina

Momloveshermeatsaltedandflamednothing

morenothingless.

Ngqongqo

Ma:AwubangenaoNonhle

Nonhle:Ngizolandawenama

Me:Ufunangiyosukelaabantulaphaya

Sheheadsstraighttomyroomwelaughshewants

metofightwithpeoplethere.

Mzwakhe



Thestreetduringthedayislikeaghosttown.Once

Thobaniopensorhaveaneventalltheratscometo

play,theseidiotswerewastedincludingmyselfi

couldn'tseemyloveandtheplacewaspacked.

Thabiso:MebefikalabosisiuThobanimele

ebahlaliselana

Sakhile:Haibo

Welaugh.

Thobani:Wezinjaanisashomasenikhona

Thabiso:Haiboulelekunje

Me:Skhulu

Thobani:Nyulutsekman

Thefriendentersandsitsoppositeussheis

lookinglikealostsoul.Siphostandsbehindherand



kisshercheekhethansmoochesherokay.Than

thegirlofmydreamsandyellowbonecomeand

interruptthemoment.

Thiswomanfeedsmysoulwheniseehermymind

justdisappears.Shetakesmybreathawaymaybe

thisistheuniversewayoftellingme,ineedtobe

withher.

Thobani:Hi

Phindile:Mythings

Thobani:Youstaying

Phindile:Anhourandimgone

Yellowbone:Yayauphiloosibizeononkroyiukhona

langiyadlalampintshi,cabangauyojolasiselethina

ayayyinimanje

Thobani:Ohobhutilababacelaukuthnihlalenabo

Yellowbone:Phindile

Phindile:Weee



Theylaughandjoinourtableokaynow.

[06/06,10:23] :07

Sakhile

Usuallytheladieswouldbethrowingthemselvesat

us,butwiththemaroundnoneofthathappened.It

wasactuallythefirsttimewedrankpeacefully.I

wouldenjoymyselfmoreifmydrinkingbuddies

werearound,iwilltakewhaticanget.

Mzwakhechickenoutfromaskingthisgirlout,she

isbeautifulbutsomethingaboutherthats

intimidating.

Me:Mommyukahlenje

Nonhle:Ahshe'sgone

Mzwakhe:Shedidn'tevendrink



Nonhle:Shedon'tneedtobedrunktobegone

Me:Angithandikekuzobaengathsiyanibhora

Nonhle:Niyabhoravele

Welaugh.

Nonhle:Likeseriouslyay

HephoneringsNonhletakesitoutofherpocket

andanswerit.

Nonhle:Heybabelolngithingiyamkhipha

uzongibukanisanabantuokayuthumeleimessage.

Ngizokhohlwayeahsohambavelebayabhora

nnalabantuesihlelinabobahlenjeintoengathshu

Issheforrealrightnow.



Nonhle:Nonoayphelasisingekenjengidlalewena

Shepoursherashotshegulpsitlikeitsaglassof

water,shepoursheranotheronethisgirlisnotreal.

Shelooksatmeasifsheheardme,ismilebecause

she'sdefinitelygivingmethelook.Holdon.

Phindile

Thisguyhasbeenstaringatmepartofthereason

whyizonedout.

Me:Whyyoulookingatme

Him:Ngikubukanjeunani

Ichuckle.

Me:Celaubukekwenyeindawoungiphathisa

ngekhanda



Him:Haibosisiasingaphaphelani

Me:Konjeutheuwubani

Him:Akubalulekilelokhonakhonakuyinkinga

mengikubuka,ushomawungifuningakulungisela

fast

Me:Ngizokuphoxaangisiyeumnganiwakho

Him:Haibonalibhadilamiawukahlekancane

Ileanforwardandwhisperhimsomethinghe

chokesonhisdrink.

Igetupineedsomefreshair,firsthisfriendcalls

usslutsandhethinksiwanttosleepwithhimhmm.

Sakhile

Heprobablywentwithhisstupidmentalitynot

everygirlwantsatasteofhim.Hegotwhathe

deservediwonderwhatshetoldhim,heisinshock

andiwanttogohome.Nonhle'swordswereharsh



ifanythingwegotitgoingon,todayjustwasn'tit.

Thabiso:Ngathungazeumletheleintombi

uyicaciseleukuthuyahlanyakuqala

Me:Mfethuahlolesdididi

ThechisanyamarumblesiseeNonhleshedances

thanstop,notonlyisshebeautifulshemoveto.

Thepeoplecheerthemonahhnowiwanttodance

butidon'twanttoruinthismoment.Insteadi

whistletheymovetoitohthesearemykindagirls

Thecamerasshifttheirfocusonthem.

Thobani:Kahlebowena

Theytearingthedancefloor.



Thobani:Awsthandwasambengazi

bengangiphoxabonkeaywena

Weneverreallytooktimetocometothe

chisanyamaandlookwhatwehavebeenmissing

outon.

Whattheheckileavetheirsorryassandjointhe

ladies.Sooneveryonejoinsinthedancefloor.

Phindile

Ifocusedmyangerondancingthatwayiwon't

havetohurtanybody,butsadlyitstimetogohome.

Iboostedthevibealittlebitithinktheywere

waitingforustodanceandijustwasn'tfeelingit.

WearrivehomeNonhleisstilldancing,insteadof

knockingidecideweusemybrothersoutside

house,nopethelightsgoonmommustbeawake.



Nonhle:Kodwalabobhutimnganihmmm

Itroublemomalotbutshedoesn'tmindand

worriesaboutmealot.

Me:Qaleugezesokhulumakusasa

Nonhle:NgazengikhohlweuMxoufonile

Me:Angiyingeninjeeyaloyomekukuthakabuyi

angifuniukukhulumanaye

Nonhle:Utheizinganekanjan

Sheheadstobathroom..Afewminuteslatershe's

done,igetinandtakeaquickshower...

Nonhle:Besenibanganinoguy

Me:Hisattitudescreamediwantedtof**khimandi

puthiminhisplace



Nonhle:Hellohmmsengiyalalamanjeokay

ngiyakuthandanamiokaybye.Singaphindesihlale

nabobayabhora

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Istillcan'tbelievewhatshetoldme,ifthatgotouta

lotoffriendshipswouldbebroken.Myguyswould

hateme.Aftertheyleftwedecidedtoleavealso.

Igottomyroomandtookashower.Doesshehave

somespecialpowersorwhat,ikilltheideaofgoing

afterherdammitman.Ireallyneededthatgirlyeah

neh.

IfindSakhileandThobaniinmybedwhatarethey

doinghere.



Thobani:Ayngizolalaufiveminutesmase

ngibuyelale

Me:Sakhilefinethanletmegetdressed

Thobani:Itsnotlikewehaven'tseenitbefore

Me:Eygowanmanihambani

Welaugh.

Phindile

Wearriveatthisgorgeousmansion,hestepsoutof

thecarthancomesaroundtoopenthedoorforme.

"Wowthisisbeautiful"

"Waittillyouseetheinside"

Hetellsmetohoponhisbackdon'tmindifido.



"Evenonyourbackimshort"

Helaughsandentersthefirstroomupstairs.

"Tellmesomethingisyourroomthefirstonein

everyhouseyouown"

Hechucklesandguesswhatthatwardrobefilling

outthewholewall.

"Iwilltellyoulateraboutallthatfornow"

Hekissesmeliftingmeupiwrapmyarmsaround

hisneckandmovetotherhythmofhislips.

.........

Itossandturnasthisdreamtakescontroloverme.



[06/06,10:23] :08

Mzwakhe

Iturnaroundasthesunlightburnsthroughmyeyes.

Someonegruntscausingmetowakeup.We

continueddrinkingeventhoughiwasreadytocallit

anight,theboysdidn'tallowme.

Me:Sakhileulalelanila

Heturnsaroundignoringme,iamforcedtogetup

everyoneispassedoutwithacushionunderneath

theirheads.Theliftopenshegotbrownpaperbags

withhim.

James:Wow

Me:Imgoingupstairswakethemup



Icarefullywalkupbuttripandfall.

Me:Fuck

Theylaugh.

Me:Fuckyou

Phindile

Iwakeupscreaming.

Nonhle:Ubani

Shefallsoffthebedmomfliesintheroom.

Ma:Kwenzenjan

Nonhle:Damngirliwasabouttomarrymynight



andshiningarmor

Ilaybackdowncatchingmybreath.

Ma:Elinyeiphuphofuthi

Inodnotjustanydreamiwasabouttohavesex

andthat'swheniwokeup.Couldthisguybethe

sameonecryformyhelpidon'tgetitnow.

Nonhle:YoyoyoPhindile

Amibeingbewitchedaretheytryingtogetmeto

sleepwithaspiritualhusband.Isthisamessage

fromtheancestors,howdoifindthemwithouteven

knowingwhotheyare.

Nonhle:Girl...Nomybabyitsokaydon'tcry



Isobevenlouder.

Nonhle:Ehlisaumoyagogosengikhonakulungile

Shegentlystrokesmybackcalmingmedown.This

istoomuchwhytheynotsayinganything,i'm

feelingdrowsyagain

Nonhle:ShuuitsokayNonoishere

Igetlostinhervoiceandslowlystartfadingaway.

Mzwakhe

Shehadmeat"ngizokuphoxa"nowidon'tknowifi

shouldpursuehersheisdangerous.

Sakhile:Goodmorning



Me:Hmmyourinagoodmood

Sakhile:whywouldn'tibe

Me:Shefinallyletyouhitit

Sakhile:Wecelibateremember

Me:Listenifthatgirlhurtsyouiwon'tbotherasking

questionsiwilldealwithheraccordingly

Sakhile:Let'sdealwithotherthingsaccordingly

Me:IbambelaphomfokaNdlovu

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Sobozzayami

Me:Forgetaboutit

Sakhile:Hawumfethu

Me:Ebabaijindeleway

Sakhile:Skhuluthatwasalongtimeagoyouletting

goofthat,phelaisawthewayyouwerelookingat

her.Youonlygivethatlookwhenyouheartfinds



whatitloves

Me:Mthathewenake

Sakhile:Iwouldlovetobutyouandiknowilike

themyellow

Me:Likeyellowbone

Sakhile:Sheain'tmytypeigotmygirl

Me:WhereismymoneySakhile

Sakhile:Howamisupposedtoknowwhenyou

panelbeatedtheguystopdistractingme

Ilookathim.

Sakhile:Iwillgetyourmoneybackstayonthetopic

Me:Idon'tknowman

Iseriouslydon'tknow.



Phindile

Nonhle:Whatifdreambaeisthatguyimeanhe

perfectlyfitsthedescription

Weouttogetsomefreshairwhichitotallyneeded.

Me:Idon'tknowthatarrogantbastardijustknow

howhisbodylooklikeidon'tknowhisface

Nonhle:Don'tyouthinkhehasit

Me:Whatiknowisthathistall

Nonhle:Heisalsotall

Me:Iwouldn'tmindifitwashimimean

Nonhle:Sowhatwasit

Idon'twanttotalkaboutitandidon'twanttoget

herworried.

Me:Sometimesiforgetwhatidreamaboutbutits



definitelysomethingdon'toverthink.I'msureits

notbadrelaxmama

Iquicklypayandexitfastbeforeshestartsgetting

allemotional.

Nonhle:Musaukungishiyaphela,letsgotochicken

licken

Ilookatherissheforreal.

Mzwakhe

"Ithoughtitookonestep

Itooktwobacki'mnot

Evenclosethistime

Andthat'safactall

Iknowisthatwe'llbe

Aperfectmatchso



Whereyouathuh

Ijustgottafindyou"

IwaslisteningtonostalgicsoundsofBobby

ValentinoandthinkingalotaboutPhindile.

Them:"Iwannaknowiwannaknowyourname,

yournameyourname,whyyougottabe

anonymous"

Theylaugh.

Linda:Skhulusami

Me:Bafo

Sakhile:(Singing)ifididn'tknowbetterithinkyou

wereinlove...Whipped

Me:Edakwaumuntu

Them:(Singing)Doyouwanttotellussomething



Me:Eyanikahleukungidakelwaeatyourfoodand

stayoutofmybusiness

Iamnotwhippedbutiwasgraspedbyherbeauty

andhowshecarriedherself.

Phindile

"Idon'tunderstandwhyyouangry"

"Areyouseriouslyaskingmethatstupidquestion...

Haichasisiungijwayelakabiawuziboni"

Whatisheangryabout.

"Whenyoumygirl,youmygirlnotoheverytimewe

fightyougoaroundwhoring"

Hestepscloserimoveback.



"Uyangizwaukuthngithini"

Iamactuallyscaredofthismanhecandoanything

atanymoment.

"YouknowwhatMzwakheican'tdothisanymore

goodbye"

"Angizwauthini"

Heshoutsigrabmythingsbeforeicanevenleave

ahotslaplandsonmyface.Icomebacktoreality

holdingmycheekandtheystaringatme.

Me:Ouch!Nonhleungishayelan

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Senzenjanthinamaseundwazileamehlo



ebekileaycha

Me:Bitchyouslappedme

Yesizoneoutalotbutthatdon'tmeanslapme

damnmyfaceisonfire.

[06/06,10:23] :09

Aweeklater

Mzwakhe

Latelyweirdshithasbeenhappening.Idon'tknow

ifwedrinkingtoomuchormymindisplaying

gameswithme,whatisitreallyidon'tunderstand.

Sakhile:Howyoufeelingnow

Hehandsmeaglassofwaterandsomepainkillers.



Me:Thankyou

Aweekagoistartedexperiencingreallybad

headachesandhasbeenhappeningalot.They

comeandgothepaintheybringisexcruciating.

Me:Angisazimanjeakukholuthoolusizayo

Sakhile:NgathuPearluyakuthakatha

Me:SlayqueenPearlwhatdoessheknowabout

witchcraft

Sakhile:Yougottoadmitsomethingcoldaboutthat

girlandidon'tlikeher

Ilaugh.

Sakhile:Justtryandgetsomerestiwillcometo

checkonyou



Inodandgetcomfortableunderthecovers.

Me:Canisleeppleaseevenifit'soneortwohours,i

wouldbegratefulthankyouinadvance

Phindile

Isufferedaminiheartattackandhavebeen

hospitalized.Icouldn'tbreatheonmyownmybp

skyrocketedonanotherlevel,theancestorsshowed

menomercy.Thedooropensandthedoctorwalks

in.

Dr:Lovelywebreathingonourown

Heissuperfine.

Dr:Igotawifemylady

Me:Wellitsdefinitelynothealthrelated



Dr:Notquitebutwegoingwiththeflow

IchucklehechecksmyBPlevels.

Voice:Iseverythingokay

Dr:Yeahiwouldn'tmindswappingshiftswithyou

anydayifyougetsuchgorgeousclients..Soyour

levelsarestillhigh

Me:Likeisaiditsnotmedicallyrelatedineedto

findsomeonesoicanrelievemyself

Dr:Youdon'tlooklikeasangoma

Me:Iamjustspirituallygifted

Dr:Sowhatcanwedoasthishospitalwedo

sympathizewithbothwesternandculturalpractice

Me:Youcouldjustletmegohome

Iflapmyeyesathimhesmiles.



Dr:Nothappeningtellyouwhatyoucanusemy

officeitsveryprivateandavailable.I'mdoctor

ThatoMkhize

Me:AwMkhizekhabhazelakamavovokodwa

Dr:Nomaungangithakazelakamnandikanjanno

Hehelpsmeoutofthebedifeelthementeringmy

body.

Me:Ngiyisekuyena

Thato:Mommy

Me:Ulanalomuntu

Thato:Okaywozakenkosazane

Aswewalkinghispresencebecomesstrongerand

stronger.

Voice:Thatowenzan



Thato:Awumeawuboniwenakwenzakalan

Man:Takeherback

Thato:ZamaniwaitshemighthurtusZamaniwait

Mzwakhe

Iwasabletosleepformorethantwohoursthank

you.Igetupandtakeashower...Iheaddownstairs

andeveryoneishere,isighnousetellingthemto

goi'malright.IlaydownonSakhile'sthighs

Sakhile:Youhungryi

Me:Sakhilecalmdowni'mfine

Thabiso:Finekwaniwena

Me:Bafethu

Theliftopenstheyenterarguing.

Thato:Eyuyislimayezwaangikazengiboneislima



esafanenjengawenxiuyanginyanyisa

Phamandlaisdyinginlaughter.

Thato:Uyisiphukuphuku

Sakhile:Yini

Me:NimenzanimanjeuZamaniangithandinjalo

ngalobhuti

Thato:Mxm

Hefoldshisarmsandfrowns,thesetwoareas

thickasthievestheydon'targueunlessonedid

somethingwrong.

Phamandla:Somethinghappenedatthehospital

Thato:Ihadthesituationundercontrol

Phamandla:Therewasthisprettymommyyeyi

angikazengiboneumuntuomuhlekanjeya.Shewas



admittedaweekago,zithatheninoZamani

apparentlyshehasaspiritualgift.Thatodidn'twant

todischargehershestillwasn'toutofthewoods,

heofferedhertousehisoffice

Thato:Lemfeneleizongivimbangisabatheima

Zamaniakayingenileyo

Phamandla:AbizeamasecurityuZamani

Blackpeopleandtellingastorydramatic.

Phamandla:Athiayambambasibonengabantu

bendizaphezulu(Laughing)

Thato:Arghyousuchadamnfool

Zamani:Younottheoneshehit

Me:Shehityou

Welaugh.



Thato:That'sbecauseofyourfoolishwaysdoyou

understandthat

Me:Okaywhoacalmdown

Ndu:Umshayengani

PhamandlaMetaldetectoryashoekhandangezwa

ikhalakwelamiwadlaphansiuThatosasala

sithweleizandla

Me:Haiboawulimalanganje

Zamani:Luckilyimokay

Me:Youshouldsueherubaniyenalesfebelesi

Thato:HernameisPhindile

Sakhile:Huh

Thobani:Lo

Thato:Yeahheryindabyouknowher

Hecracksinlaughter.

Thobani:Waayaziuyislimangempelaamanzi



amancanelawakunezintoangazenza

Thabiso:Iloyomuhleziloengimthandayo

Thobani:Youdon'tmesswiththatgirl

Thato:Haiboniyamaziyini

Linda:Ubaniloyoselokhenishoigamalakhe

akamoyizelikanjeomunyeumbengesti

Okayidon'tthinkthatssuchagoodideai'msorry

babyicalledyouabitchbutyoumybitch.

Phindile

Iwakeupgasping.

Nonhle:I'mhereimhere

Me:Whathappened

Nonhle:Thehospitalboughtyouback

Me:Oh



Eventsofwhathappenedstartreplayinginmymind

ohGodthatdoctor.

Me:Hmmmelengiyoxolisakuloyadokotela

Nonhle:Whathappened

Me:Lomuntuongiphathisangosiziebekhona

esbhedlela,manjeesthubeniuyangivimba

lodokotela.Ngacasukangabahlaselaohnkosiyami

namasecurity

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:I'msorryiknowyouhatewhenilaugh

Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:Sorrywhathappenednext

Me:Idon'tknowipassedoutnomabangijovile

angazi



Thisissoembarrassingidon'tgetphysicalwith

anyoneicompletelyactedoutofcharacter.

Nonhle:Imleavingkenamhlanje

Me:Thanksfriendiknowimalot

Nonhle:Don'tmentionit

Ifitwasn'tforheriwouldn'tknowhowtohandleor

copewiththisgiftipromisetoGodiwouldn't.

Sakhile

Weendedupchillinginthetheaterroomwatchinga

movie.Mzwakhetoldmeaboutthisgirl,itsbestwe

don'tantagonizehershedefinitelyisspiritual.

Mzwakhe,Thobaniandiaretheonlyoneswho

knowthatMzwakhesleptwithLindani'sgirlZoe.I

don'tknowwhadrugshetookthatdayforhimto

fuckuplikethat.



Ineedtopee,istepoutasimwalkingihearmoans

andgroansheesomepeopleareenjoying

themselves.

Linda:Skhulu

Me:Moja

Somethinggoneinhimicanseeitinhiseyes,he

triestohideitwithasmile.

Linda:Cava

Me:Hmm

Linda:Iknowyoudon'toweanythingorany

explanationbutineedtoknowonething.Did

MzwakhesleepwithZoe

Me:Yeshedid



Earthswallowmerightnow.

Linda:Areyousure

Me:Nohowcanyoueventhinkthat

Linda:Sakhileifyou

Me:Iwouldtellyoustraightupifhedidyouknowi

wouldhavekeptitrealtheminuteithappened

Hedoesn'twanttobelievemebuthehasto,hehas

nochoicethisistheonetimei'mgoingfor

Mzwakhe.Itcangetmessyrealquickrealfast.

Linda:Ayokayskhulu

Hewalksawayipulloutmyphoneandmakeacall.

Me:Ukuph...Canicomeover



Ifistayhereimightjustsaysomethingsoi'mout

ofhere.

Thobani:Skhulu

[06/06,10:24] :10

Mzwakhe

Ireceivedanemergencycallfromthehospital,what

dididotobeunderthescopelikethis.Thedoor

openswewereonThato'soffice.

Nhlaka:Aretheygoingtofindanything

Me:Whatyouthink

Hesighs.

Nhlaka:Howisthishappeningsincewhenareyou

thiscareless.Themecreallyandyoufuckinggot



khumbulanihere,whohasitoutforyou

Me:Areyouscaredbecausei'mnot

Sakhile:Nowisn'tthetimetobepridefulwecould

gotojail

Thephonerings.

Me:Yes

Caller:Sirthere'ssomeoneheretoseeyou

Anotherone.

Me:Okaybringthemin

Thedooropensandmyworldbrightensup.

Nicki:Sir



Me:Itsokaynickiyoucango

Mygirlfriendpeoplesheisherewhatdoido.She

seemssurprisedseeingmehere,iownbabywe

ownitmylove.

Phindile:I'mPhindilethisisGarymylawyer

Myheartisoverthemoonsheissodamnbeautiful

andchocolatehmmdamn.

Phindile:IsZamaniaroundweneedtospeaktohim

Me:Thisidiot..NickiyeahpageZamanitotheoffice

thankyou

Sakhile:Youcansitdown

Phindile:Thankyou

Theycleartheirthroatswhatdoyousaytosuch



gorgeousness.Shehasonjustplatedcornrowsno

makeup,nonailsnothing.

Phindile:Celaniyekaukungibukabandla

Sakhile:Aysiyaxolisamommysiyaqalaukubona,

ubuhleobufananobakho

Phindile:Helloheybabe

Babeshehasaboyfriend.

Phindile:Eyyasaziiscefeiwascomingtoapologize

hejusthadtoangermyguides.Youbelieveama

boyfriendakhoabhorayo,nowtheystaringandits

makingmeuncomfortable.Holdonhellouyabuya

yiningisenkingeningishayeabantungiyazikodwa

Shecoversherfacemyheartstartspanicking.



Phindile

Iholdmyheadthismanishereigottatalktohim

nomatterwhat.

Sakhile:AyminanguSakhilelonauMzwakhelaba

abanyeabanamsebenzi

Mzwakhewhydoesitfeellikeihaveheardthat

namebefore.

Mzwakhe:Areyouokay

Me:Celaningipheamanziplease

Sakhile:ThereyougohaibomommyMzwakhe

Hegetsupandcomestomeican'tbreathe.His

bodyagainstmineseemstobecalmingmedown,

atthesametimeheisannoyingme.



Mzwakhe

Afterthatminimeltdownshegotherselftogether.

Zamanifinallyshowsupwecanfinallydiethis

issuedown.

Phindile:Hiuhmokayideservedthatlook

Me:Whatdidyoudo

Phindile:Ngiyaxolisabengafuniukushisampepho

mina,amakhandlelaininanibengifuna

ukuthandaza.Nkosiyamifuthbenginomlayezo

ophumakwabaphansi,lomuntuebekumele

ngikhulumeebekadeekhona.Ubhutiwakhoebethi

uyangisizanjeqha

Zamani:Butwhatdoesthatgottodowithyou

hittingme

Me:Zamani

Zamani:Noyoucould'vecausedmeaninjuryima

doctorimakemillions



Welaughwhatishedoing.

Phindile:Youafineonetotalksinceyouleta

patientdie

Me:Okayiapologizeonhisbehalfletsjustactlike

nothinghappened,andalliswellrightZamani

Sheisturningmeonsheknowsoursecrets,thisis

onestrongdlozi.Thedooropensannoying

detectivewalksin.

Lani:Whatisgoingonhereandwhatareyoudoing

sittingdown

Nhlaka:Askingthemquestions

Hiseyestravelsthroughallofushechuckles.

Lani:Ishouldhaveknownallthisgoodytwoshoes



wasallanact.Youworkingforthemrightthat's

howtheyalwaysgotawaywithit,ohimtakingyou

alldown

ThisisbadNhlakanipho'scovercannotbeblowni

lookatthem.

Phindile:Wait

Lani:Ladyiwillnotbebribed

Phindile:You..Yougotsomethingonyourface

Sherunsherhanddownhisfacehefaints.

Phindile:Youoneannoyingcopthat'swhynobody

likesyou.Howfastcanyouwrite

Nhlaka:Inablinkofaneye

Phindile:Younotgoingtorememberanything,you

notgoingtoremembercominginhereandtheynot



related

SheholdsherheadandstaggersThatoholdsher.

Phindile

Myheartisclosinginonmethispersonisnear.

Thedooropensifeelhimandhissadheart,ipull

outfromThato'sgripandlookatthesetwoman.

Man:Itisnotlookinggoodouttherewhatis

happeningguys

Sakhile:Thisfoolwentandsuedherassandher

peopletookitoutonus

Man:ZamanikantiyiniubusyulalelananoMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Me

Man:AkashongouThobaniukuthiyekelento

Istaratthismancarryingsuchaheavyburdenon



hisshoulders.

Man:Whatshappeninghere

Mzwakhe:Jamesclearthisupiwillexplainlater

Thabiso

Thabiso:Okaycheckthecoast

Me:Iknow

James:Sorry

Me:Iknow

James:Whoareyou

Itouchhiswristandeverythingthathappenedto

hisfamilyreplaysinhismindhegoesdowncrying,i

hughim.

Me:Itsokay

James:Noitsnotokaythethingstheymakemedo

Me:Itsovernowi'mhereweheardyourcries,we



heardyourpleadsi'mheretohelpyou

Thisisbadthewayheiscryingandholdingme

reallytightshowshowhurtheis.Heloveshis

familysomuchandheisheartbrokenhecouldn't

protectthem.

Me:Uhmitsokayiknowwheretheyareandi'm

heretohelpyou,butthatalldependsonyou

Hecalmsdownandgatherhimselftogether.

Me:Hereputyournumbersdownitsveryimportant

wetalk.Don'tcryanymorepleaseyourcrieshave

beenmakingmeveryverysick

Hewriteshisnumbersdownandsaveshiscontact,

icallhimsohecanhavemynumbers.



James:Buthow

Me:Iseeandhearthingsandtheseancestorshave

notbeenhappywiththewayyouhavebeengoing

aboutthis,hewantstocomethroughbutithinki

scaredyouguysenough

Igrabmychequebookandcompensatehima

hundredthousandrands,that'smorethanenough.

Me:Looki'msorryokaytakethistalktomylawyer

andeverythinghappeningwilldisappear.Thankyou

foryourtimeJamescallme

Ifeelhugeweightliftedoffmyshoulders,icanlook

forwardtothenextthing.

"Phindile...Mama"

Whatdoeshewant.



Mzwakhe:Youforgetsomething

Me:Ahmyphonethankyousomuch

Henodsandsmilesokayiwalkawayleavinghim

smilinglikearetard,hehasaleftsidedimplewaita

minute.

Mzwakhe

Thankgoodnessnothinghappenedandnothing

wasfoundi'mstillinthegame.

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:I'mgoingtofindthissonofbitchhewillwish

heneverstartedthiswar

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Yeyihmmmfethu

Sakhile:Lindaniwasaskingmeaboutyou



Me:Hewillhavetodealandwestillinvestigatethat

Sakhile:Getherandiwon'thavetotellhim

Me:Youthreateningmeholdonmybestfriendis

threateningme

Welaugh.

Me:Akekhorightlomtanaaymanyouwouldthink

shehassomesortofbackgroundinformationonus

Sakhile:Ithoughtaboutthatbutherrelationship

withThobani

Me:Yeah

Phindilei'mcomingforyoubaby.

[06/06,10:24] :11

Phindile

Iwakeupinanunusualplaceitisfreezingcold



here.Igetupanddustmyselfwhereami.Itryto

speakbutnothingilookarounditsallfoggy,this

mustbetheancestorsagainican'tseeathing.But

whywouldtheyputmeinsuchavulnerablestate,

i'mfreakingoutandanxious.Idon'tknowwherei'm

goingbuticontinuewalking,untilireachacertain

point.

Thegroundstartsshakingilooktomyrightahuge

snakecominginfullforce.Ilooktomyleftabig

gushofwateralsocominginspeed,whatdoido

helpmesomebodyican'tmovemylegs.Withina

splitsecondthesnakegrabsme,icovermyface

andscreamnosoundiscomingout.

Igasp.Whereamimyeyesareburning,iblinka

fewtimesandfullyopenthem.Igetupdusting

myselflookingaroundwow,iamblownawaysuch

abeautifulglisteningblackriver.Itisbreathtakingi

haveneverseenanythinglikethis,stilladmiringthe

placeihearfootstepstwooldladiesstandbefore



meandbow.

"Nkosazane"

"Welcometoyourhome"

Excusememywhatnow.

"Thisisyourhomenkosazanethisiswhereyouwill

findme"

Iwakeupgasping...I'mstillinbedisighandgetup

togodrinkwater.Whatamibeingpunishedfornow.

Mzwakhe

Itsoneofthosedaysthewholecrewisintownand

i'mnotupforthat.

Me:Niyithileimaliyamingekengikwaziukugcina



imaliehotshini

Ndu:Howishe

Sakhile:Prettymessedupidoubthewilltellme

anything

Me:Imaliyamiuyitholileyinina

Sakhile:Afewbrokenribshereandthere

Thabiso:Sakhiletellhimwherehismoneyisat

engazeekushaye

Sakhile:Mzwakheashayeminathatwillbetheday

Sethu:Goodmorningeveryone

Them:Mommy

Nozistandsbymylegsandtiltsherheadsmiling.

Thobani:Hlukananokunikainganeyamiuchocolate

Whathedoesn'tknowwon'thurthimright,his

phoneringshesmiles.



Thobani:Myoneandonlybathini...Aprivatething

orjustasection,intoengizoyenzaukuknikaleli

elingasemgwaqeni.Butmyboysliketositthere,

mxmleziyimfenelezizongibangeleiscefe.Naleli

elunualinankinganjenxiuyadakwakantiwaa

nomaungangisabisa,ngekengiyenzeleyontoawu

mossuyangithandanjesikhonalesosdididisenzela

lamakhehlalawaukudla

Ndu:Thobanikodwa

Me:Avedelela

Thobani:Okayawukahlesho...Nangihlahlela

amehlo

Me:Whoyoutalkingto

Sethu:Thobaniuzonginikaleyonto

Thobani:Awumengicabangaukuthukhulumangan

ohthat'swhyshe'scallingmeinamhlanyeyiniokay

okaynevermind

Helaughs.



Thobani:Wenzanngeyi12nevermindkhonausis

ocelaukusebenzisaitafulalenuwenza,birthdayto

you

Linda:Asifuni

Welaughileavethemwiththeirmadness.

Phindile

Mybestiesbirthdayiscomingupi'msoexcited.I

plannedatripforustotheSeychelles,thiswillbea

welldeservedbreakforher.Butfirstwegottostart

thepartyatthechisanyama,myphoneringsa

Mzwakheflashesonthescreenwithaheartnextto

ithaibo.

Mzwakhe:Hellohello

Me:Hi

Mzwakhe:I'msureyousawmynumber



Me:Andhowdidyournumberreachmyphone

Mzwakhe:That'sastoryforanotherdaycanitake

youout

Me:Why?

Mzwakhe:Don'tmakemebegnowcauseiwon't

Me:Okay

Ihungupwhodoeshethinkheis,hecallsmeagain.

Mzwakhe:Okayokayithinkyourreallybeautiful

andiwouldlovetogettoknowyoumore

Me:Nodidthatkillyouwhenisthefuneral

Mzwakhe:Canipickyouuptodayorwheneveryou

free

Me:Tomorrowisfineican'tdotoday

Mzwakhe:Ngiyabongamommyjustletmeknow

whenandwhereayungichazileshameaykancane

futh



Ichuckle.

Me:Okaybye

IhungupimmediatelyandcallNonhle

Nonhle:Whatwhatkhulumaphela

Me:Bitchigotadatebringyourassoverhereright

now

Nonhle:Waitwho,when,where,how

Me:Yourboyfriends

Wescreamandlaugh.

Nonhle:Bitchsengilaphongiyangenamanje

Me:Wozabo



Iamsonervousyetsoexcited.

Sakhile

Iwantthistoworkoutformyboyreallybad.He

hasn'tbeenpayingattentiontoourconversation,he

isjustsmilingandgiggling.Nhlakaniphowasgiving

usanupdate,khumbulaniislividiftheycouldn'tnail

usbackthantheyneverwill.

Nhlaka:Bafethuubaniloyaqueen

Thabiso:NgokwazikwethuumnganikaThobani

Hestopswhateverhisdoingonhisphoneand

looksathim.

Me:Besengithukeni

Nhlaka:oZamaniyinikodwausungazeubophe



intokazienhlekanjeunemaliyonkesinemaliyonke

Sethu:Sengiyahambake

Thobani:Uthiiphumakuminanomaungangasho

uyaziveleiphumakumina

Sethu:Awukahle

Thobani:Ngiyakuthandayezwa

TheworstpeopletodateinthisfamilyisThobani,

Mzwakhe,Lindaniandlindokuhle.Yourspiritwill

neverbeatpeace.

Thobani:Hambakeungazeukhaliseinganeyami

Me:Lomjitalona

Welaugh.

Nhlaka:Manjeskhuluwhoisthatbabeumaze

kanjan



Me:Wejustwanttoknowhow

Thobani:Ubaniloyo

Me:Phindile

Thobani:Avenizithandaiyindaba

Mzwakhe:Uyininaye

Thobani:Intombiyami

Mzwakhe:kwakubiyazibesengiqaleukumthanda

Thobani:Ngikufiselainhlanhla

Linda:Chamelengimbonelosisheee

sesiyasongelanamanje

Me:OkayanyoneknowsthestorybetweenJames

andidarkylethu

Mzwakhe:Sombuzamasefikile

Thobani:Haibondodaangikusabinoma

ungangibukakanjalo

Mzwakhe

Iftheyweredatingshewouldn'thaveagreedlago



onadatewithme,beforeisleepimustcallher.

Sakhile:WeeJamesonZulu

Hefoldshisarmsgivingusaboredlook.

Sakhile:Sonkesifunaukwaziyinileebiyenzeka

esbhedlela

James:Mayelana

Me:Don'tmakemebeatthecrapoutofyou

James:Ikwenzephelauvinjweyiniayihlangenenani

lentoeyenzekile.Naziizinganezingijwayelakabi

angiyenauntangawenu

Thabiso:HaiboJames

Heclickshistongueandleaves.

Me:Whatthefuck



Theliftopensithoughtitoldthisboytofocuson

hisstudies,theyjumponhim.

Lindo:Okayokayniyangilimazaphela..Ahyini

wena

Ntando:Ntwana

Me:Ubekwayinila

Lindo:Awusajabulinakancaneuthukungikhohlisa

Hemakesacall.

Lindo:Sengibuyilengikulandeniniayanginendaba

phelaminanalokhoahkantiuzongidakelwatsek

Hehungsupthephoneringsagain.

Lindo:Ungaphindeungikhulumisenawekanjalo



soxabanaSindiswaizwanjeusuwabauSindiswa

Helaughscrazinessrunsinthefamily.

Lindo:Iloveyoutoobye...Nenzaningeweekend

Me:Whyareyouhere

Lindo:Awukahlewenaphelaniyazalwaingakho

ngila

Sakhile:Haiboheekombe

Itotallyforgotourbirthdayiscomingupthis

weekend.

Me:Umbuzouthiufunanila

Lindo:OhGodubhutionjanongajabuleliukuth

ubhutiwakheomuhleubuyileaysuka

Istillwanttoknowwhyheisback.



[06/06,10:24] :12

Phindile

Iownadancestudioidancefromtimetotimemy

escapefrommyreality.Myheartledmeheretoday

iwasfeelingveryoverwhelmedandanxious.Ikept

thinkingaboutthedreamsJamesandMzwakhe,i

feellikecancelingbutpoorthingwillbe

disappointed.I'mheretoblowofsomesteam

maybeiwillfeelbetter.

NonhleenterswithSethu,Thobani'sbabymamawe

onlyfriendsbecauseofherman.Shehasfriendsof

herownbutThobanidoesn'twantthemaroundher.

Certainsomethingshappenedandshehadtoleave

them.

Me:Ngiyaphila

Sethu:I'mokaybabeskadengakugcinathankyou

forincludingme



Me:Anytimesissoyoutoldhimwegoingtothe

Seychelles

Sethu:Akadelelekanjekuleynsukuangikwazi

nokuphefumula

Me:Welikeintheweehourswhyungamtshelile

Nonhle:AndiamnotmissingtheSeychelles

becauseofThobani,sogirlworkyourmagic

Me:Nozihasthreegrandmother'sandwegoing

shoppingafterthisineedtodomyhair

Them:Okwesingaki

Nonhle:Zizoshaizinwelezakhouzokhala

ngikutshele

I'mgettinganewweavehawutheymustleaveme

alone.

Mzwakhe

Mynerveskickinasi'mgoingtofetchPhindile.I

amneverthisnervousbutiwassuperexcited,icall



her.

Me:Hey

Phindile:Hey

Me:Don'ttellmeyoubailingoutonme

Phindile:Nonotatallijustdon'tfeelgood

Me:Wouldyoubekeenforsomethingindoors

Phindile:Iwouldappreciatethat

Me:Okaytime

Phindile:I'mreadyandwaitinginiuyangidakelwa

loyongitheakabuyeotherwiseangimkhulumisi

Me:Ohokayi'monmyway

ShehungsupohMzwakhebhenguwhatdoyou

knowaboutdating.

Sakhile



I'matpeacewhenMzwakheisn'taround,ihopehe

doesn'tmessup.

Me:OhanizimengekhouMzwakhe

Thobani:"Ngikhonanjemina"

Heisfuckinghisbabymamahowisheherewith

me,theliftopensilookupohthedevilistestingme.

Me:Wenzanlana

Pearl:Ohshutup

Me:Uthini

Lindo:Yoyobrocalmdown

Me:uMzwakheakekhoandangekeuzeuhlalela

Pearl:Shamewhatyougoingtodoaboutitshoot

meagain

Shelaughs.



Lindo:Sakhile..Sakhile

Pearl:Angiyindawo

Myinsidesareboiling.

Me:Sokesbonesusaizandlazakhokumina

Lindo:Pearljustgogo

Phindile

Hewassohappywhenhecalledme.Ifeelsooutof

itipackedanovernightbag,justincaseigetreally

bad.Iseehiscarmakingitswayuptheroad,he

stopsinfrontofmeandstepsout.

Mzwakhe:Mommymanjeiyicathulo

Ishrug,hechuckles.Heopensthedoorformeiget



in.

Mzwakhe:Ukahle..Okay

Hestartsthecaranddrivesofifallasleep.

Mzwakhe

Okaythisisoneweirddatesheisliterallysleeping

andidon'tknowwhattodo.I'mthinkingabout

takinghertothepenthouseorahotel,idon'twant

thoseidiotsknowingherorbeinanyofmy

business.Iamgoingtotryandkeepitprivatedon't

knowhowican.

Me:Phindile

Sheshootshereyesopen.



Phindile:Yoh

Sheyawnsthansitsproperly.

Phindile:Youtakingmetoahotelwowiain'tthe

hoesyoubefucking

Ichuckle.

Phindile:Let'ssetafewthingsstraightyourphone

Ihandittoher.

Phindile:Shouldieverstartmythingsandforsome

reason,ican'tcalmdownoryoucan'tcalmme

down.Callthisnumberhervoicewillbeableto

calmmedownandiwillsaywhateverineedtosay

Me:Okay



Phindile:Assesmysituationfirst,don'trunawayor

bescareditwilleitherhurtmeorangerme

Me:Icandothat

Phindile:Ieitherhiss,chantorfreeze

Me:Ohhee

Sheopensthedoor.

Phindile:Asambekenumzane

Wow.

Phindile

Ihadanotherepisodewhenhecameoutofthe

showernaked.Myjawdroppedandtheancestors

ruinedthemoment.

Me:Iamtotallysorry



Mzwakhe:Itsokay

Me:Icanleaveif

Mzwakhe:Whatawuyindawo

Hesmilesshowinghisleftsidedimpleohmy,he

lookssocuteandexactlylikethemaninmy

dreamsthatoneshoutsatmeallthetime.

Voice:Itwasn'tsupposedtogodownlikethisbut

wecannotdecideondestinynorchangeit.

Iseehishandwavingatme.

Mzwakhe:Isithappeningagain

Me:Noi'mjustlookingatyoursexyhandsomeself

Mzwakhe:Ohreally

.......Seegroup.



Sakhile

Iwillnotbetriedbyanobodyidon'tunderstand

whythisgirlgetthefactthat.Mzwakhedoesn't

wanthersheissomethingthathecan'tgetridof,

theliftopensshefreezeswhensheseesus.

Thabiso:Namanjeusasisaba

Sindi:Sanibonani

Me:Wifey

Shesmiles.

Lindo:"Excusemegetyourassinherehaibo"

Sindi:Avengizokuphoxanjaloakaphelingishotwo

minutesusuyangibampela

Lindo:"Ngiyaxolisa"

Linda:Waaa



Welaugh.

Thabiso:uMzwakheuphi

Herecomestroubletheykeepquieti'malsonot

goingtosayanything.

Linda:Sakhile

Me:Haibonimbekekuminayiniayfuckyouman

Thobani:Sohedidit

Iremainquiet.

Thobani:UyajwayelauMzwakhekodwaathi

ngithulefuth



Iwon'tletanythingcomeinbetweenthemincluding

Mzwakhehimself.Thisthingisgoingtoturnintoa

relationship.

Me:Imgoingtobedlaterbitches

[06/06,10:24] :13

Mzwakhe

Iarrivehomeheadstraighttomyroomandjumpon

mybed.Ithinkihavekilledthepoorgirlohman

whataboutthefutureshehad,herfamily.

Me:Fuck

Phindile

Iturntoanemptybedsidemaybeheisinthe

showerorheleft.Igetupandcheckthebathroom

empty,notasinglesignshowingsomeonewas

hereareyoukiddingme.



Me:Unbelievable

IgrabmyphoneandcallNonhle.

Nonhle:Hello

She'sstillsleeping.

Me:Canyoucomeandfetchme

Nonhle:Okay

Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:AreyoucryingPhindilewhatisgoingon

Me:I'minahotelandineedyoutocomeandfetch

me

Ihungupandcuddlewiththeduvetthancry.



Sakhile

I'mprettyshockedseeinghimhere,idon'tknow

whethertolaughathimorfeelsorryforhim.

Mzwakhemanishould'vehavepreppedhim,

Thobanijoinsusandlaughs.Ican'thelpbutlaugh

alsowhatiswrongwiththisboy.

Thobani:Yeyi

Me:Lemfenele

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Angazingempelauhlekaningobanonke

niyasaziisimosami

Me:Ohmygoodnessyoufuckingidiotohmyi

couldpunchyourightnow

Linda:Yinikwenzenjan



Me:Dammitman

Mzwakhe:Everythingcamebackifeltdisgusted

anddisappointed,ipanickedandleft

Thobanidiesinlaughter.

Sindi:Sanibonani

Me:Wifey

Lindo:Mzwakhe

Helaughs.

Lindo:UyenzelenilentooyenzilenaweThobani

uyambukaenzaudoti

Thobani:Mmhmungangifakiangaziluth

Lindo:Whataretheysaying

Me:Isthatthebirthmark



Sindi:Mmmthere'salotweneedtotellyou

Lindo:Butthatcouldonlymeanonething

Me:Ahh

Thequeenhasbeenfound.

Phindile

Andlikethatiwasplayed.

Sam:Iwilltakethisandyoutakethat

Me:Idon'twantanythingextravagant

Sam:Evensogugeitup

Me:Finelet'saddonemirrortable

Sam:Twoi'mlistening

Me:Dowehaveflowers

Nonhle:Theywillarriveonthedayof

Me:Letshopeitwon'tbetoohumid



Sam:Youhungryshemadefood

Me:Yesthankyou

Sam:Manjenihambanini

Me:Sundaythreenights

Myphonebeeps.

Me:Khethosaysourdressesareready

Nonhle:Noice

Me:Doineedtosing

Nonhle:Obviously

Me:Okayithinkweset

Nonhle:Samkelo

Sam:Yebobabykulethe

ThobaniDladla

Meetingwithmystaffwegotaheavyweekend



uponus,weneedtobepreparedinallaspects.

Me:Talktome

Noxy:Ithinkweneedtocloseandletitbeaprivate

event

Me:Iwasthinkingthat

Ihavetobementallyprepared.

Sipho:SopissettingupufunauMla

Me:She'sjokingright

Noxy:uMlaezazisakanje

Sipho:Masithiuphindileomfunayouzoza

Theylaughitssohardgettinghimtoplayforme,

becauseofhisegoheforgetswemadehim.How

muchmorewhenisayitsforsomebodyelse.



Me:Awumceleesaleesenzayonkelendawo

kungabiisideeliyioneelihle

Sipho:Shepaidforanopenbar

Me:Umuntuusazodakwala

Sipho:Andtheboys

Me:Ongiyekengalabo

Noxy:Ithinkthat'saboutitwehaveeverything

undercontrol

Betterbebecauseshewillslaughterourheadsof.

[06/06,10:25] :14

Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Yazindrinkingisnotgoingtosolve

anythingsostopori'mgoingtopunchyouinyour

face

Me:Whyyoubeingmeanwhatif

Sakhile:Nowhatifhereyoudon'tevenknow



akusiyoinganeyedlozileya

Me:Yourpointis

Sakhile:Mypointisyoudon'tknowandyou

snubbedthatgirlfornoreason

Imeanilikeherbutthisthingisaproblemforme.

Theycomebackmakingalotofnoisecan'tihavea

fewsecondstomyself.

Me:Awuletheinyamalauyekeukubangaumsindo

Linda:Imakearewegoingsomehoesaround.I

wanttomakesureshouldibringZoeyornot

Thabiso:WeLindaningicelaukuphuzangokuthula

ngishoekhonauOlwethuangisfuniiscefe

Linda:Mzwakheukahle

Sakhile:Celanimyekebandla

Thobani:Ngekeningivuseleumsangano



Hegrabsmyphoneandmakesacall,ishouldputa

pinonmyphonenowtheseidiotsarenosy.

Thobani:Weemlainkingayakhoikuphimfethu

Mla:Inkingayamingibusyandfuthininamanga

Thobani:Okay

Mla:Yindabuvikangaye

Thobani:Wemlacelaungangidakelwamufonele

wenakeuzozwaukuthngithiniayfokof..Thankyou

Me:Youbookedmlaforus

Thobani:Nishiloyiniukuthniyeza

Sakhile:Wellwhateveryouhavegoingonwillhave

tostopwearrive

Thobani:That'snotgoingtohappen

Thabiso:Wenaengathusuyajwayelaengathmele

uphindelelaohlalakhona

Whatiswrongwithhimissethuactingupagain.



Me:Bafougrand

Thobani:Okusalayoanginendabasohere'swhat's

goingtohappen,yougoingtosharethespacewith

theladies.TheclientpaidextraforuMlaandan

openbar

Me:Whyyoubeingsosecretive

Thobani:Sowegoingtohaveaprivateevent

Linda:Bahlekuqalabengahlalanathiumabebahle

Thobani:Whoisgoingtopaytorentoutthewhole

place

Me:Ngobaukhulumakakhuluuwenangiyadlala

Welaugh.

Phindile

Ijustarrivedhomeandi'msuperexhausted.Ifeel

likeadirty,cheaponenightstand,todayisgoingto



bealongdayforme.

Ma:UsukhulumilenoMxolisi

Me:AveekhathazauMxomasengiyenzilelento

ebeyifuna.Ngizomfonela

Ma:Ufunanivele

Me:Iyinganezakhe,iskole,utholenomuziomusha

Ma:Imhlulileihomeschooling

Me:kudalangimtshelaukuthizinganezidinga

indawoehleleki.OneminuteuseSingapore,next

minuteuseBelgiumzithinikeizingane

Ma:Manjephoubunqabelani

Me:Ngobangifunaubhutiwamiebuye

Ishoutandstormoff.Howdidiletthishappen,why

didiallowittohappen.Ifeltsuchadeep

connectionwithhim,ournightwasfilledwithlove,

passionandsomuchpleasure.Ithoughtweboth

enjoyedit,butwhoamikidding.Asexymanlike



thatprobablyahugefuckboy.

Mzwakhe

Isurvivedalotofthingsbutthisican't.Ireallycan't

iwannabewiththisgirlsobad,itsdrivingmecrazy.

Thisalwayshappensrightonmybirthday,ihearthe

personisleptwithdied.Itsonlyamatteroftime

beforeshediesalso.

Me:What

"Canyoucomedownplease..Please"

Me:Whatisthisnow

Pearl:Ifigurediwon'tbeincludedinyourbirthday

planssosurprise

Cutegestureshesetupandindoorpicnic.

Me:Youexpectmetositdownknowinghowvery



talliam

Pearl:Stopyounotthattallyoucansitonthecouch

keifitsgoingtobeaproblem

Isigh.

Me:Yohmfaziuzazelaphilezinto

She'stheonlyonewhohasn'tdiedsomaybei

shouldjustacceptthatshewillforeverbemy

headache.

Pearl:Foryou

Me:Whendidyoudothis

Pearl:Isawyoulookingatthemthanwenttogoget

them

Me:Ncooohthankyou



Itrythesneakerson.

Me:Aynoziyakhiphaiwillwearthemonmy

birthdaythankyou

Phindile

Ididn'tthinkanyonewouldfindmebuttheydid.I

wasn'tevenangryitwastheancestorswhowere

angry.

Nonhle:Hmmsiyamtholama

Thobani:Phindilemommy

Nonhle:Phindilekodwadoyouknowhowworried

wewere

Thobani:Don'tlethimhavethispoweroveryou

don'tdothistoyourself,youbiggerthanthat

Nonhle:Bukamanjeuzilimazile

Sam:Nonhlelet'stakeherbackhomebefore



somethingelsehappens

Igetinthecarandsitwithmykneesup.Iamnot

eveninlovewiththisguy,buthedidmewrongwhy

couldn'thestickitout.

Nonhle:Phindile..AhhThobaningizomshaya

loyamubizanxi

Mzwakhe

Iwasfeelingalotbetterthankstothedemonpearl

butmyheartisstillonedge.Igrabmyphoneand

lookatherpictures.

Sakhile:Shame

Me:Awukahle

Sakhile:YinilefunwauThobani

Me:Kwenzenjan



Sakhile:Heistryingtolocatesomeone..Heyyeah

youswitchedonthemonitors,haibo

Hestandsonhisfeet.

Sakhile:Yousurewhathappenedhmmokayokay

sureiwillturnthemofsho

Me:Yiniinkinga

Sakhile:Inkingauwena

Me:Whatdididonow

Sakhile:Uyangicika

Me:Sakhile

Sakhile:Aysuka

Ilaughwhatdididonowiwasherethewholeday

[06/06,10:25] :15



Mzwakhe

Ithoughtaboutcallingherbutthanshemightkill

methroughthephone.Ilaughoutloudthatwasnot

supposedtohappen,theylookatme.Ihaven't

heardanythingaboutadyingperson,i'mlosingmy

mindherpeople.Sethuenterswithalotof

shoppingbags.

Sethu:Sindiswa

Sindi:Hey

Sethu:Ididn'tknowyouguyswerehere

Sindi:Iseeoftospendinghismoney

Sethu:Whynothoneyyazikwakuhleukuthnikhona.

Thobanidoyouthink

Helooksatherwithareallybadstinkeye.

Sethu:Acoupleoffriendsofminearegoingona

trip,caniinviteyouguystocomeifshe'sokaywith



Olwethu:Ohwewouldn'twanttoimpose

Sethu:Pleaseitsgoingtobefun

Sindi:Clearlyifyougoingthatmeansyouhavenew

friends

Olwethu:Andhelovesthem

Sindi:Don

Thabiso:Haibo

Welaugh.

Me:UsukeekuphiloSindiswalokhulumakanje

Shelooksdownshehasalwaysbeenshyaroundus.

Terrifiedofusbutweloveher,sheonlyrelaxes

whenhermanisaround.

Thabiso:Aykulungileningahamba

Olwethu:Sethuiloveyourfriends



Thobani:Nihambanganngasiphiiskhathi

Sethu:Shehiredanh1idon'tknow4

Thobani:Mzwakhecelaungibolekaibhanoyilakho4

wanini

Sethu:Inthemorning

Thobani:Iniudakiwewhatifiwanttofuckyouand

yougone

Sethu:Shehastocheckinandfetchthekeystothe

house

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Me:Yookay

Ihavenochoice.

Me:Niyakuphi

Sethu:Seychelles

Me:Haaanallexpensespaidtripubaniloyo

mnganiwakhoungipheyena



Sethu:Obviouslyihavetopayforthemnow

Olwethu:Don'tworrywecanprovideforourown

Thobani:Okayletsgoandshowmewhatsonthose

shoppingbags

Olwethu:Sindi

Sindi:Rightbehindyou

Sakhile

IseriouslycannotstandMzwakheandthispearl

ndini.IwishshecanburninhellorPhindilecomes

back.

Sma:Soyouinvitingmetomorrowforyourbirthday

party

Me:ifyouwanttodosomethingforme,youcan

duringthedayotherthanthatnoihavenothing

planned

Sma:Youcanjustsayno



Me:Areyougoingtoletmefuckyou

Shekeepsquiet.

Me:Wathulaumuntu

Myphonerings.

Me:Sthandwasam

Thobani:CelauFivethousand

Me:Wanimanje

Thobani:Ngenzelaninanjalolethaufivethousand

Me:HaiboThobani

Thobani:Uyanginikanomaniphihlizanimanje

nifunaukungiqhathanoPhindile

Me:Canyoubelievethisidiot

Thobani:UmtwanawedloziSakhilesoakululaukuth



kwenzekenomayini

Me:Heisgoingtoregretitlomubiza

Thobani:Celaufivethousandke

Me:Owani

Thobani:Nizobonakusasaitislookingbombin

here

Me:CanicomekhonalelidemonilaMzwakhe

Thobani:Solongyouwon'tcausetrouble

Phindile

Iwasatotalwreckiapologizedtomomandshe

forgaveme.Iamalotcalmernow.

Ma:Uzolenzaniniikhekhe

Me:Hlampekusasanomangizosalesengilithenga,

uThobaniusangibizilengisayakuyena

Iarriveandalreadythevenueislookingbeautiful,i



lovewhatmyteamhasdone.

Me:Samkelo

Sam:IzimbalizofikakusasaThobanipleasetake

careofmyflowers

Thobani:Haibongihlanganaphinezimbalimina

Mommy

Me:Heyyoucalledme

Thobani:Come

Me:Samkelongiyabuyakuwena

Weheadtothebackandouttothekitchen.

Thobani:Seeiknewthiswouldcheerup,ihave

depositedfivethousandinyourbankaccount,31is

thenumbertolookforwardto.Ifkukhona

okushodayoungasabi



"Sengikhona"

Thobani:LonauSakhile

Sakhile:Chaungangibukikanjalongobanayelo

ubestfriend

Welaugh.

Sakhile

Ifeelintimidatedherbeautyisonanotherlevel.

Phindile:UyakwaziukubhakaSakhile

Me:Notreallymommybuti'mhappytotryitout

Phindile:Okay

Shesmilesandimmediatelyifeellikefainting.We

werebakingmorelikeshe'sdoingalltheworkand

imhelpingher.



Thobani:Akusetshenzwebo

Phindile:Becauseyouwillmakeamistakeherea

scale

Neverunderestimatethisindustryshegotme

crackingmybrain.Grams,cups,threequartersofa

cupwhatthefuckisthat,150mlyoh.

Me:Iyintozakhovelelezi

Phindile:Ilovetobakewheneverigetachanceto

Me:Nicewhatelseyoudo

Phindile:Eventplanning

Me:Yousetupinthere

Phindile:Myteamdidandi'mhappywitheverything,

ihopewhoeverwillbesharingtheplacebrags

Iwilldarenotmentionitisus.Ihelpputtingthe



muffintraysintheoven.Itsmellslovelyalreadyi

understandMzwakhewhoeverhisheartdesires,

thatpersondiesrightonhisbirthday.Butshecan't

diewhatwillbecomeofhim.

Phindile

Sakhileisafunnychapandthewayhesays

mommyahhmycoochiemelts.Don'ttellMzwakhe

thoughhewillslaughterme.

Sakhile:Manjemommy

Myphonerings,welaugh.

Me:Heybaby

Nonhle:Girl

Me:Yini

Nonhle:Osistazbayakhulumaphelayindabbona



bengayieSeychelles

Me:Nakhoke

Nonhle:Itsnotliketheybeingexcluded

Me:KodwaNonhlengashongathafteribirthdayno.

I'mplanningatripisaidwillbepayingforthehouse

only,everyoneagreedandwashappynow

sekunenkinga.SethuisinvitedbecauseofThobani

Nonhle:Usiqhathanabantu

Me:Thosearenotmyfriendsletthemtalk,idon't

havetodoshitforanybody.

Nonhle:Theyfeelentitledoncoming

Theyshouldhavetoldmetoplanatripforeveryone

whichididbutiain'tpayingfornobody.Iam

comfortablebutnorich.

Theovenbuzzes,iputthecallonspeaker.



Nonhle:Wenzanlapho

Me:Fucking

Nonhle:YouwantMzwakhetokillyou

Me:Ifiseethatmananywhereiamgoingtocuthis

balls

Sakhilelaughs.

Nonhle:Heforgivenright

Me:Stillthinkingaboutitwowthesecameout

beautifulgirlletsseeeachothertomorrow,howis

thedress

Nonhle:UtheSamkelouzongivalelaendlini,wenzan

lapho

Me:NgenzaamakhekhenoSakhileinsizwa

yakwaNdlovu

Nonhle:AwGatsheni,boyabenyathi

Sakhile:Mommy



Me:Myloveihavetogoihavealongnightahead

ofme
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Mzwakhe

Happybirthdaytomewhereismyboothangto

jumpupanddownmybed.That'showhealways

wakesmeuponourspecialday,igrabmyphone

andbrowsethroughsocials.Icomeacross

Sakhile'spostiplaythevideothechisanyamalooks

glamedup,whoisthisladyheisdancingwithiget

upandheaddownstairs.

Me:UbanilodansanoSakhilekanje

Olwethu:HappybirthdaymyAngel

Them:Angel

Theycrackinlaughter.



Linda:Thatisalittlefarfetched

Thabiso:MrsThabisonobaby..Happybirthday

thoughstilllookinghandsomeasever

Linda:UphiuSakhile

Theliftopenstheybothenter,hejumpsonmyback

andscreamsinmyear.

Sakhile:Okayokayakukuhlekanjeyouguysare

literallygoingtobeblownaway.Thecakesarethe

bestpart

Thobani:Man

Me:Youdrunk

Helooksatme.

Me:Ubanilosisiodansanaye

Sakhile:Ilabantuesobesihlezinabo



Me:Whydidyouleaveme

Sakhile:Angihlalinamademonimina

Thobani:I'mgoingtosleep..Kodwankosiyami

helloyaPhindile,namangisazingenzenjanokay.

SakhilecelaufoneleuMla

She'salive.

Sakhile:Wesfebe

Mla:I'mbusyufunani

Thanihearherbeautifulvoicemyheartshatters.

Phindile:"Weemlalalelamawungangifunicela

ubuyiseimilionlamsinceyouchargeindollars.If

youdon'tplaytonighti'mgoingtosuethelivinghell

outofyou,idon'tcareaboutthosepeopleyou

mentioned.IpartyekaLondieifidon'tseeyouon

thedecksi'mgoingtomakesureyoulivetoregretit



Mla:Soyoudon'tknowMzwakheorhaveany

affiliationwiththem

Phindile:NonhlefindmeanotherDj

Thecalldisconnects.

Thobani:Uyalungadotiasthembeuzokwazi

ukuyimelalento

Mla:Ohrelaxiwillbethere

Sakhile:Ngathungangafikakubekhonainto

ekulibazisayouphaphakabiwena

Hehungsup.

Phindile

Ican'tbelieveMladitchedmelikethis.Thepartis

hoursaway,idon'twanttobemadinsuch

situations.



Nonhle:Relaxuyazitshelaveleiamnotsurprised

Mandla:Sowhatwedoingtoday

Isigh.

Me:Sothisismydressiwashopingshortorkinky

curl

Mandla:Definitelyshortbabes

Me:Workyourmagicboo

Nonhle:Sheiscallingmewhatdoisay

Me:Ignorehercanyoustyleherfromhome

Mandla:Aslongasyoupayinghellyeah

Welaugh.

Nonhle:Nailsyoumustalsodothemandapedi



Me:Ohwow

Nonhle:Howdidthecaketurnout

Mandla:Wowthosearebeautifulbuka

Shewhistles.

Mzwakhe

Whenyouexpectthedaytogofasteranditgoes

evenmoreslower.

Linda:Kantiayisaqaliyinilepartyyenu

Me:Veleintomawuyilindeleizintozihamba

kancane

Linda:Haibokantiniyathuthayini

Sethu:AngifuniuPhindileacasuke

Linda:Heebafethukantiubanilomommy

namusabakangaka



Sheisdangerousandveryintimidating.

Me:Howmanyareyall

Sethu:Six

Sindi:Wereadyforanything

Olwethu:Sethuiloveyourfriendsibought

somethingforthem

Thabiso:Idon'tlikethiswhydidievenagreetothis

IfiaskanyquestionsaboutPhindileimightmake

thingsobvious.Iguessiwilljusthavetoseefor

myself.

Phindile

NonhlecallsSethuandi'mangryidon'tknowwhy.

Nonhle:Heygirl

Sethu:Hey



Nonhle:Soi'mjustcheckingmoghelukwatile,zathi

fourwemustbeattheairport

Sethu:HoldonhereisThobani

ThobaniwhatdoesThobanihavetodowithourtrip.

Thobani:EhNonhleihaveabetterideayini

ningasukila,nivayeegoliebeseniyalaeniyakho.

Mzwakheagreedtoborrowmehisaeroplaneilona

elizobeselinihambisa

Nonhle:Hmmflyinginstylewhynothoney,this

MzwakheishethesameMzwakhethat,iknowand

sheknows

Thobani:Noitsjustmyfriend

Helaughs.

Nonhle:Wenyokandiniuyenzelanilentooyenzile

kumnganiwami.Hmmyazikuyonisizaadakwe



uPhindilengobaiheeihee

Thobani:Nganilungiselalokho

Nonhle:Singajabulaihavetogobye

Me:Mzwakhe

Nonhle:Yesisheloaded

Me:Ngizomnqumaamasendeloya

Welaugh.

Thobani

I'mbusymakinglastminutecheckseverything

mustbeonpointwheneveryonegetshere.Alsoi

havetogetthiswomansettled,thedooropens.

Sipho:Therewegowedidn'tknowwhattobring

yousoitsabitofeverything

Zikhona:Haiboseniyangixoshaphela

Sipho:Isphuzo



Zikhona:Juicewouldbefine

Hisphonerings.

Sipho:Sho

Zikhona:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat

Me:Nothing

Sethuwasnevermeanttobealongtimething.I

wasfoolingaroundwithherthingsturnedout

differently.Wehadababywhomilovesomuch,i

woulddielosingher.IloveSethubutZikhonaisthe

oneforme,iamgoingtofixthisidon'tknowhow.

Zikhona:Soyougoingtokeepmeheretillwhen

Me:Youcancomedownifyouwant

Zikhona:There'sonlysomuchunderstandingican

do



Me:Zikhonaidon'tlikeitwhenyouthreateningme

likethat

Zikhona:Webeentogetherforalongtime,you

brokeupwithmeitsfineyoucanleave

Ilookdownshemakesherselfcomfortable.

Zikhona:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

IheadoutthearrogantMlahasarrivedwithbafana.

Hestillhasn'tforgivenushisgirlfriendwascaught

inthecrossfire,helovedherbuttherewasnothing

wecouldhavedonetosaveher.I'mpositivelysure

hehasmovedonbuthedon'tlikeus.
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Mzwakhe



Sakhileandigotreadyeverybodyelsehasleft.He

tookovermywardrobe.Somebodymusthave

madehimadeputyofwhat,ishouldwear.

Me:Whyamiwearingthis

Sakhile:Uzobona

Isigh.

Sakhile:Whoboughtyouthese

Me:Pearl

Hedropsmysneakersonfloorsoroughly.

Me:Haiboyiniinkingayakhowena

Sakhile:Asambesishiwaiskhathi

Me:Areyoudoingthissoshecanseemeorisee

her



Sakhile:Konkesheisgoingtolookingdropdead

gorgeous

Me:Wazingani

Sakhile:Iknowwhatshewillbewearingtrustme

yougoingtobeblownaway

Thisisstupidsheprobablyhatesme.

Sakhile:BehaveMzwakhe

IsufferatthehandsofSakhile.

Me:Okaystophittingmeletsgo

....

Wearriveatthechisanyamaanditsquiet.



Me:uMlangempelaugcineengafikanga

Sakhile:Itwasamistakethathappenedalongtime

ago

Wewalkinandtheyshoutsurpriseiholdmychest.

Onecanneverbepreparedforthis,evenifyou

knowitsstillgoingtobeasurprise.Thewholecrew

ishere,wellnoteverybodyinsomeblackandwhite

withatouchofyellow,okay.Theystartsingingi

laugh.

Them:Happybirthday

Thobani:Happybirthdayman's

Me:Bringitin

Iseewesharingthespacewithsomehotbabes,

yellowboneentersshelookshot.



Nonhle:Thobani

Thobani:Kupheleindwanguyini

Shefrownsandhugshim

Me:Youlookhot

Nonhle:ThankyouwhereisTrevor

Okayimessedupfine.

Nonhle:Haiboyinimanjewangishuthanabantu

ababi

Welaugh.

Phindile

Ifeellikethisisgoingtobeamadnight.Thobani



stepsouthewhistles.

Thobani:Youlookamazing

Me:Thankyou

Hehandsmethemicandstaresatme.

Me:Haibounesthembuwena,nenganefuth

Thobani:Wowhmmayno

Me:Mla

Thobani:Ukhona

Me:Goodiwillseeyouinsideisthismicworking

Heissolostinmehewishesweweretogether.He

sortofhadahugecrushonme,wetriedthisthingit

didn'twork.Weremainedascoolbestfriends.



Me:Thobani

Hegoesbackinsideihearthemscreamsurprise

okayitsshowtime.

Mzwakhe

"Happybirthdaytoyou"

Headsturnhearingthisangelicvoice.

"Happybirthdaytoyou"

ShecansingtooilookatSakhile.

Phindile:Obanniabanyeabazalwayo"Happy

birthdaytoyou"



Theypointingatusshefrownsalittleand

continuessinging.Thisisbyfarthebestbirthdayi

havecelebratedinyears.Theyclapandwhistledo

youclap,wowshehasabeautifulvoice.

Phindile:Mnganingiyaziutheawuyifuniiparty,

ngihlulekileukuzibambasohappybirthdayntombo

cheerstomanymoreyearsfilledwithlove,joyand

happiness

Londie:Yazininanjalokodwaungenzaniiminalo

Phindile:Tothetwogentlemenngishonganazi

happybirthdaykunina.Nibenosukuoluhle

olugcweleinjabulonezibusiso

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Siyabonga

Phindile:Djawuvulelapho

Howisitmyskeemknowsaboutthisgirlandi

knownothingabouther.Shewentwithshorthair

doinganumberonher,ashortwhitelacylooking



dressandstrapheels.

Sakhile:Shelookshot

Linda:Ubaniloya

Lindo:Usuyamfunake

Linda:Velengiyamufunavele

Helooksatmeidon'twanttogivemuchaway.I

lookdownandgrababeerbottle.

Linda:Loyangekeliphelelolusuku

Sakhile:Doyouwanttodie

Lindanibrodon'ttestmeiamgoingtohurtyouso

bad.

Phindile



Ratherbeingangryatthesituationichosetoaccept

itandliveahappylife.Howeveridocareandwhat

toknowwhathehastosayaboutdisappearingon

me.Sethutakesmetotheirtable,idon'tknowwho

gavehertherighttoinviteotherpeopleonmytrip.

Thevoiceinmyheadsaiditsokay.

Sethu:Olwethu,SindiswathisisPhindileihopeyou

don'tmindagain

Me:Themorethemerriernicetomeetyou

Thisonegirllooksatmelikeshehasseenaghost.

Me:Everythingispackedandready

Olwethu:Don'tworryyourbeautifulselfaboutit

Me:Niceimheadingbacktomyparty

Man:Feelfreetojoinus

Me:Yeahidon'tthinkso



Mzwakhe

LuckilyforLindanithatfoolcan'tbechecked,heis

thetypethatwilllaughitoffandcontinuewithhis

life.Iknowihavetotalktoheratsomepointand

thatpointhascomenow.

Shestandsbeforemewithherarmsfolded,ipush

thechairoutandgrabmydrink.

Phindile:UnjanMzwakhe

Me:Ngiyaphilawena

Phindile:Angisakwazi

Me:Ngilokhengimatasanjelaphnalaphaya

Phindile:Hmmsoyouthinkyoucanfuckmeand

weactlikeyoudidn'tmakemeyouronenightstand

Shelooksattheglass,ihideitbehindmyback.



Me:Idon'tthinkandidon'tpretendasfaras

makingyouaonenightstandthatwa

Shecutsmeoff.

Phindile:Howdoeshavingagreatnightandyou

leavingmethenextdaycontemplateasnotaone

nightstand

Me:Canwetalksomewhereprivatelyatleast,

phindilewait

Phindile:Igotmyanswer

Me:Youdidn'tletmeexplainbutitscool,justdon't

expectmetoignoreyourgorgeouscurvesoutto

play.Thatperfectlyportrayedassinthisdress

Shechuckles.



Me:I'mgoingtogetyouandyouwon'tbeableto

resistme

Iletgoofherohiloveachallenge.
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Sakhile

Ihaven'thadthismuchinforeverwhoknewprivate

eventswouldbethismuchinteresting.Thevibethe

ladiesarebringingisonanotherlevel,theboysare

relaxedandhavingagreattime.

Linda:Bafethumenicabangangingamtholalo

mommy

Mzwakhelooksathim,ilookdownandlaugh.

Linda:Bukankosiyamiurichwodwa



Thabiso:Yewenaawuboniukuthuzoshawa

ngempamamanje

Welaugh.

Me:Yougood

Mzwakhe:I'mfine

Me:WeNonhle...Nonhlewozala

Nonhle:Hellohandsomeness

Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

Linda:Mommy

Mzwakhe:AyLindaniwhyareyouthisdesperate

Me:Naziqhelanisanathimanjecomeonthisisa

partynotafuneral

Nonhle:Okay

Shewalksawaythancomesback.



Nonhle:Higuyssanibonanininjannazenabahle

Shegrabsabottleandsqueezesherselfbetween

NtandoandThabisowelaugh.

Me:Okayyoumadeyourpointkodwaphela

niyajampisahawu

Nonhle:OkayPhindile

Me:Ayayhawu

Andshemakesherwaytous.

Phindile

Myfriendisenjoyingherselfandhavingagood

timethat'stheonlythingthatmatters.

Me:Ilookawayfortwosecondsandalreadyyouin



themiddleoftwobigman

Nonhle:Iwasbornforthishoney

Theylaugh.

Nonhle:uGatshenilaufunasihlalenabo

Me:Abasabhorimanjengobausuhleliphakathi

kwezikhondlakhondla

Welaugh.

Me:Idon'tknowthesepeoplebuttheotherladies

arewelcometojoin

Nonhle:Mossnalabaabanyeabasaziandthey

gettingalongwithusprettywell

Mzwakhe:Ngekeuzufeundawo

Them:Shutup

Sakhile:Youshidi



Theylaughwhoevenaskedhimtospeak.Heis

lookingatmelikehewantstodevourmysoul.

Nonhle:Foodyay

Thobani:Sorryguys

Nonhle:Thobanithislooksamazing

Noxy:Heygirleyasekhayaisilungile

Me:Thankyoumylove

Mzwakhe:Celaungiphakela

Me:Awunazoizandlayini

Mzwakhe:Ukhonakanjanmommy

Nonhle:Ahahdon'tstart

Mzwakhe

Iwasforsuredrunknowandthingswere

happeninginmybody.Whenshegotuptogo

insideiwaitedalittlebitthanfollowedher,shegoes



inThobani'ssexdungeonperfect.Ienterandlock

thedoor.

Phindile:Thehell

Istareathersheisfuckinggorgeous.

Phindile:Whatareyoudoinghere

Me:Itoldyouiwasgoingtogetyou

Phindile:Doyouhaveacomprehensionproblem

Me:Walokheungichomelanjengesingisisakho

Ilaugh.

Phindile:Yiniehlekisayo

Me:Can'tihavesomepussyfirstthan,weworry

aboutcomprehensionlater



Ipushhershefallsonthebed,shetriestogetup.

Me:Ahahngishilonjengathngizokuchazela

Ifeelmydickhardeningikissherandimmediately

feeltheconnection,ifeltthemomentilaidmyeyes

onher.

Phindile

Wewerebothnakednowevenafterhisbull.I

neededhisdickdeepinsideofme,themorehe

pumpedthemoreifelthisdickexpanding.

Me:Hmm

Mzwakhe:Askies

Hemovedslowerandgentlehewashittinghitit



fromtheback,somethingaboutmyassallupinhis

facedrovehimcrazy.

Me:Ahh..OhGod

Hepicksuphispaceagainrubbingandspanking

myassafewtimes.Hisfingersrubbedonmyclit,

allthepleasureiwasfeelingintensified.Iliftedmy

bodyuphegrabbedmyboobsandfuckedmehard.

Me:AhhhhMzwakhe

Hetakesovermymind,bodyandsoul.Hewasnow

feelingit,hethrustharderandfastermytoescurl.A

loudescapefromhismouth.

Mzwakhe:Fuck



Hespanksmyassandpullsout,welaydownand

heholdsmyhand.

Mzwakhe:Relaxyouminenowanditwillbe

impossibleforyoutogetridofme.Idon'twantto

getallseriousonsuchanauspiciousoccasion,see

younottheonlyonewithbigwords

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe:Thenightisfarfrombeingover,mydick

willbehungrythewholetime.Okayntokaziengath

ngiyakubhoranje,siqhubekelanomasiyepartini

Ifacetheothersidehebringsmeclosertohim,

liftingmylegup.

Mzwakhe:Iguesswecontinuing

Me:Justputyourdickinalready



Sakhile

I'mfeelingveryveryhappyitstimetocutthecake.

Mzwakheandphindilegonethebirthdaygirl

disappeared,thecakeslookamazingcanthisget

anymorebetter.

"Haibokwathulakalanjela"

Apparentlyitcan.

Me:Bafowethoughtyouguysarenotcoming

Ayanda:Ngekekubeibirthdaykamfethu

singaphelelefuthkesibonileukuthzimnandi

HelooksatNonhleiknewthiswasgoingtohappen.

Luyanda:Happybirthdayskhulu



Me:Moja

Ayanda:Uphiveleubhuti

Sipho:Isiphelileyiniiparty

Me:Mhlathiwakhosilindewena

Theycomedownheishelpingherwalkdownthe

littlesteps.

Mzwakhe:Ayanda,Luyanda

Nonhle:Wehavetocutthecakesphelasiyabonga

Welaughilovethisgirlshedoesn'tcare.

Phindile:Thecakeokay

Nonhle:Weee

Mzwakhe:Awethulamakhekhe

Me:Birthdaygirlwozaphela



Londie:Ngimephi

Me:Phakathinendawongobanaweuwushoti

Theysinghappybirthdaydidn'teveryonesingthis

songalready.

Phindile:Smilephelahawunazokeiliphielidliwayo

Me:Ileli

Londie:Haibo

Me:Yaitsonlyfair

Londie:Anisikinganielenu

Mzwakhe:Uyabonanawelenziwengemillion

lelikhekhe

Nonhle:Haibongekephelasingalidliikhekhe

liyadliwa

Everyone:Liyadliwa

Welaugh.



Phindile:Okaysengiyahambakemina,ngizobuya

sengizonilanda

Leavingwereisshegoing.

Phindile

Itsgettingclosertomidnightmyassneedstobeat

home,beforemyspiritawakensandiendup

ruiningthemomentforeveryone.

"Phindile"

Mzwakhe:Yewenaawugudlukelapho

Hepullsmeclosertohimandgrabsmyass.

Mzwakhe:Yougoingtoleavewithoutsaying



goodbye

Me:Didyouwantmetocomeandreporttoyou

Mzwakhe:Indodauyayihlebelaukuthusuyahamba

kantiunjan

Shesitsonthesteelbarriersandiontopofhim.

Mzwakhe:Whyyouleaving

Me:Idon'twanttoruinthenightforanyoneits

closetothedarkhoursofthenight.Itgetshecticat

thistimeandialwaysleaveearly

Hepouts.

Mzwakhe:Idon'twantyoutogo

Itrytokisshimhelooksaway.



Mzwakhe:Ayungangiqabulihawu

Thobani:Manjesenzenjansiyahambanoma

Mzwakhe:Uhambelani

Thobani:Awndoda

Nonhle:Alrightwecangono

Me:Ijacketyabanimanje

ThobaniandMzwakhelaugh.

Me:Akafuningihambe

Nonhle:Haibouzomelayinimaseqalaiyintozakhe

Mzwakhe:Yes

Nonhle:AsambePhindile

Mzwakhe:Pleasedon'tgoiwilldowhateverthat

needstobedonengiyanicela

Nonhle:Itsyourdecisiontomakemawusala

ngiyovoshokaandangiyingeniindabayakho



Thobani:Itsjustgonemidnight

Nonhle:Letswait

Heholdsmywaistandwewait.

Mzwakhe

Itsbeenthirtyminutesandnothingishappening,

exceptforhershivering.

Me:Nothingishappening

Nonhle:Youjustwait

Shestartsmovingherhairaroundandletsoutair.

Shetriestogetofmygripbutiholdherput.

Thobani:Mzwakhelethergosheisdangerousshe

canhurtyou

Me:Thanletherdowhatevershewants,i'mnot



lettinggo

Idon'tknowwhyi'mholdingherbutsomethingin

mejustdoesn'twanttoletgoofher.Shestarts

shakinguncontrollably.

Thobani:YabonakeMzwakhe

Me:Awukahle

Phindile:Nonhlethereisabottleofwaterinmybag

pleasebring

Shecan'tfinishhersentenceiletgoofhershe

gasp.Sheishyperventilatingnowifeelbad.

Me:Asambenike

Nonhle:Yabonaindababekumelesihambe

Phindile:Nonhlecalmdown..I'mfineionlyhavea

fewminutestosparethani'mout



Ismileicouldworkwiththat.
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Phindile

Ididn'texpectthemtobethisangry,butthese

peoplearecrazytheywillhavetodeal.

Nonhle:Youdon'thaveto

Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:Yousurebecausengekengilokhe

ngigadananawe

Me:Calmyourtitsdown

Iwillbefinenow,shecanhaveherfun.

Mzwakhe



I'mMzwakheBhenguialwaysgetwhatiwantand

whatiwantrightnowisthatcoochie.

Linda:Manjeskhulu

Me:Lindanimfethucanijustenjoythisnight

withoutyour21questions

Linda:Aykulungilenjayami

Oureyesmeetimimetohercanwedisappear.First

she'slikehuhNonhlewhispersinherearandshe's

likerightnow,ishrug.

Linda:Aymarnshidimommyngicelaubeowami

Phindile:Angaziikhandalamilibuyelithiqhwi

Linda:Soqhwihizasobabilimommy

Welaugh.



Linda:Ngazengakufunashame

Phindile:Hlalalapleasedon'tletheroutofyour

sightcome

Me:Ungiyisaph

Shewalksawayifinishmydrinkthanheadout.

Me:Awubungashonganingikunikeukhiye

Phindile:Pleaseopeni'mfeelingcold

Me:Whereyoutakingme

Phindile:Tomymasterwegoingtosacrificeyou

Ilaugh.

Me:Leadtheway

Istartthecaranddriveoffsheleadstheway.We



conversateoversillythings,sheleadsmetoadark

alley.

Me:Masesibanjwainkunzila

Phindile:Youdon'tlooklikeapersonsomeonecan

pullafastoneonyou

Me:Hmmngizokhuphukangoreverse

Aphoneringsanditsnotminessheignoresit.

Me:Iboyfriendyakhoiyakufonela

Phindile:Uzobastrong

Me:Angizwa

Phindile:Itsnotmyphone

Me:FuckicamewithSakhilehepurposefullyleft

hisphonewowkancanenje..Helloiphethweimina

andangikhoeduzekwakhefonelauThobaniokay

bye.Arg



Ikissher.

Phindile

Hisbodyfeelswarmandhisdickishard,upand

readyforme.Isquatoverhiskneesandslowly

inserthisdick,itsjustsolusciousiwanttoeatit.I

goslowandshortbouncehenibblesonmyneck,i

pinchmynipplesashisdickreachesatantalizing

sport.

Me:Mmmmm

Heremovesmyhandsfrommynipplesand

squeezethem.Hisonehandplayswithmyclitthe

othergrabsmyneck,mybouncesincreaseasi

pumpmyselftodickparadise.

Me:Mzwakhe



Hegroans.

Iliftmyassupandridethatdickthefeelingthat

comeswiththisisoutofthisworld.Itfeedsmysoul

thebestpartisthatheisenjoyingit,icontinue

ridinghard.

Me:OhmyGod...Ahhhh...Ahhhh

Mzwakhe:Ohfuck...Waitslowdownbaby

Icatchmybreathandfeelmyjuicesdripping

through.Islowlygrindonhisdickherubsmyclit

extremelytender.Ibouncehardandfasteragain,he

isabouttocumigetoffhimandshovehisdick

deepdownmythroat.

Sakhile

Imayhavescoredmyselfahoneyortwo.Mzwakhe



comesbackafterdisappearingforever,notthathis

presenceswasmissed.Hegrabsabeerbottleand

takesalongsip.

Mzwakhe:Nomaisingaphelaiparty

Me:Udakiwe

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Aningikhumbulangakodwa

Me:Sithisikwenzelanilokho

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Me:Aynongigrandskhulu

Mzwakhe:Any

Me:Awaw

Wehighfive.



Me:Ngekengahlabineveruphiumommy

Mzwakhe:Angazi

Linda:Kadeningayileyiniukuyobhebhana

Mzwakhe:Andthat'sthereasonwhyi'mnottelling

youguysanything

Welaugh,weseeherwithThobanishehas

changedintosweats.Mzwakheleansback.

Mzwakhe:DowehaveahouseinSeychelles

Me:Nowedon'thaveahouseintheSeychelles

Mzwakhe:Mmm

Ihaveafeelingi'mgoingtoaccompanythem,just

tohavethemsettleinorstayforthedurationofthe

trip.ButwithMzwakheyouneverknow.



Nonhle:Youdidn'ttellmeyouchanging

Mzwakhe:Asiringeminanawe

Phindile

Nonhle:Idon'tknowwhosejacketisthis,buti'm

notarrivinginSeychelleslookinglikeahooker

Welaughshewaschanginginthedungeon.

Nonhle:Weebantungamanekungayiwa,howare

wearrivingthere

Me:Thobanisaidhehassomethingplannedangazi

ibhanoyikwenzenjan,ngikhathelemanjengifuna

ukuphumula

Nonhle:Youleftmeforadick

Me:Youwouldifyoutastedhowitfeltlike,we

startedhere

Nonhle:La



Me:Hmmthere'snothinghedidn'tdotomeyayazi

sexaddict

Ihopethistimewhateverthisiswillpanout.Should

hepullthisstuntagainiamgoingtokillhim.

Mzwakhe

Iwantmoreandmoreofherabigthankyouto

whoeverbroughtheraround.Thebigguyupthere

ormywildancestors,thankyouguysthankyou.

Me:WeeSethuindodayakhoithinimanje

Linda:Ncooohshameawufuniukulalaesfubeni

sebabazi

Me:NgizokuhlabangempamawenaLindaniyezwa

Theylaughidon'tknowifthiswholetimehehas

beentryingtoannoyme.



Nonhle:UphikantiuMzwakhenebhanoyilakhe

Phindile:Ubanikefuthloyo

Shewasrestingonmybackmymanwasitchingto

beinsideher.

Nonhle:UtheuThobaniuyamaziunalentswebu

yalobhutioseduzekwakho

Phindile:Ushonjeyazibayafanakodwakeloyo

Me:Uzokhala

Shelaughs.

Me:uThobaniusebanjezelweyinimanje

Phindile:Imaniuphiveleloesizengaye



Theylookateachotherandlaugh.

Phindile:uSiphonoLondiekodwa

Me:Yougoingtomissme

Phindile:Forinisengiyintombiyakhoyini

Me:Okaykewhenyoucomebackwouldbemy

girlfriend

Phindile:Thatdepends

Me:Onwhat

Phindile:Doiwanttobeyourgirlfriend

Ilaugh.

Me:Youminefinish

Phindile

Iamcheckedoutifwedon'tleavenowwegoingto



missourflightandtraveltime.Theydecidedto

revivetheparty,ialreadyhadmybagandphonein

myhand.IseeMzwakheandmakearunforit.

Mzwakhe:Ngizokuqhumisangempamayezwa

Ilaugh,ifeelliketheydelayingforwhateverreason

butifidon'tleavei'mgoingtobeveryangry.

Me:Nowehadenoughnowineedtogo

Hesmiles.

Sakhile:Ngenzenjanke

Mzwakhe:Relaxskhulutheybiggirls

Linda:Mommy

Mzwakhepicksmeupandrunswithmeoutside



theylaugh.

Me:Putmedown

Myheartispumpingoutofitschest.Idon'tknow

anyofhisfriendsexceptforSakhileandThobani.

Sakhile:Lindaniskhulu

Linda:Nomaungabalekanayengizomthola

Mzwakhe:Udakiwelauyanyangamanekuliwe

singazwani

Theybothscreamingateachotherlaughing.

Mzwakhe:SomathisisSakhilemybestfriend,

brotherandloveofmylife

Sakhile:I'mgoingtotryandmakesurehedoesn't

messup,heisroughontheedgesreallyrough



kodwangiyacelamommy

Thereisjustsomethingaboutthewayhesays

mommyit'sahugeturnon.Ithinkitsmeanttobe

likethat.

Sakhile:Yeahkulindwewenachaawuhambinami

wozabo

Hewalksaway.

Mzwakhe:Thankyouforawonderfulnightand

celebratingmybirthdaywithyou

Me:Hadyoutoldmeiwouldhavesomething

Mzwakhe:Nodoubtaboutthat

WekissSeychellesherewecome.
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Mzwakhe

Theyhavebeenaskingmewhatisgoing,whois

she,whenaretheymeetingher.Ihavebeen

ignoring,dodgingandavoidingalltheirquestions,

letmedealwithitbeforeibringhertothisrubbish.

Sabelo:Nithiuskhuluukhechile

Linda:Akakwazinokulala

Thabiso:Nkabindecalled

Me:Finallysomethingproductiveyouguyshaveto

say

Linda:Nowestilltalkingabout

Me:Lindanimfethuyini

Myphoneringsfinallyibeenwaitingforhercall.

Me:Wowlikewow



Phindile:Usungikhumbulile

Me:Bitchyouweresupposedtocallmeeveryday

Phindile:Nophonesallowed

Me:Iwillcomethereandbustallofyourassess

Phindile:Howareyoudoing

Me:Betternowyoucomingback

Phindile:NoapparentlysomeoneAngelfurther

bookedthehouseforaweekandnowwewaiting

onajetthat'stakingforever

Me:Itsonitswayproperlystucksomewhereor

refueling

Phindile:I'mreadytocomehomenow

Ilaugh.

Me:Okaybye

Nonhle:Byesexy

Me:Byeyellowbone



Thejetshouldbeonitswaybacknow,iwonder

whatisthedelay.TheliftopensmybabyNoziruns

tome,butsitscomposingherself.Whatdid

Thobanidothistime.

Me:Uyenzeniinganeyamiwena

Thobani:Tellhimwhatyoudid

Me:SawubonankosazaneThobani

Thobani:Iactedlikeaparenttellhimokayiwill

showyou

Hehandsmehisphonesheemptiedouthercloset

andwasdrawingonthewallsNozigirlwhy.

Me:Isthatlipstick

Thobani:Yallbabymybabyalot,iloveNozibut

danggirl.Weasdaddyspentafewdayscleaning

hermess,shefoldedherclothescleanedthemarks



onthewall

Sabelo:AhThobani

Me:She'sababyhawucomeheremylittleprincess

Herlipsquiverilaughandbringhertomychestshe

cries.Thobaniisamonsterbutshedidwrong.

Me:Angithngekeusayenzalentooyenzile

Shenods.Innotimeshewillbeclingywithher

daddyohmypoorbaby,igiveheraslabfromour

secretstashofchocolate.Thobanilooksatmewe

laugh.

Phindile

Aweektripwhodoesthat,that'spushingitbutthe

otherladieshadtheluxurytoandThobanidecided

topayextraforthevacationwhy.



Nonhle:Justhowrichyoupeopleare

Olwethu:Anothertripafterthis

WebondedsowellwiththemexceptforSindiswa.

Herandi,idon'tknowifeellikeineedtohavea

privateconversationwithher.Itfeltawkwardcould

shebespiritualandwespiritualbeingsdon'tgetis

thatit.

Sethu:Shoppingspreefordays

Shekepttellingmethewholetimeeverytime

Mzwakhe'snamecameup.Ishouldstayawayfrom

him.Shekeptcomingatmesideways,anditfelt

likeMzwakheandherpossiblyhadathing.Maybe

shewantshimwhichisconfusinganddisrespectful.

Thobaniisaveryhandsomemanidon'tunderstand

whatherproblemisandiwilltellMzwakheabout

this.



Nonhle:Wow

Sethu:Imeanyoucouldalsobeapartoftheclique

butMzwakhehasagirlfriend

Sindi:Sethunobodycares

Nonhle:Youbeensayingthatuyamfunayini

Sethu:Ihaveamanhelovesandwouldn'tcheaton

me

Thobanihasawomanheverymuchlovesandit

ain'tyou.

Sethu:I'mlookingoutformyfellowsister

Sister.Welaugh.

Sethu:Nohearmeoutidon'twantyoutogethurt.

I'mjustlookingoutforyouthat'sall



Me:Honeyidon'tneedanyonetolookaftermei

canlookoutformyself

Sethu:Don'tsayididn'twarn

Sindi:Ithinkihearcarspullingup

Greatiamgladtobeleavingnowandimgoingto

exitoutnowbeforeismackher.

Mzwakhe

Thabiso:Thisisthelongestihavebeenawayfrom

mywife

Outofthetensiblingsheistheonlyonethatis

marriedobviouslybecauseheistheoldest.

Thabiso:Angiphindengivume

Sabelo:Sakhileuvar

Me:Khonalaengimuthumekhona



Sabelo:Thatswhyyoubored

Iamnotboredijustdon'twantthemaskingme

stupidquestions.

Me:Angibhorekilengizithuleleangazifuthnifunani

la,nonkemelenihambileqhambakubuyauSakhile

Linda:Why

Me:NgobangiyakutshelaLindaniikhonainkinga

Linda:Skhulu

Sakhile

Imaginehesaidhedidn'twantmetoleave,nowhe

hassentmetogofetchthem.Hebetterpaymefor

this.

Me:Sodidyouladieshaveagoodtime

Olwethu:Wehopethisain'tthelastone



Me:Mommy

Shewasverymoodywhensheboardedtheplane,i

lookatNonhleshelooksatSethu.Whathasthis

peasantdonenow.

Nonhle:Ohgatsheniitwasagreatheartytrip.I

thinkthisisthebestoneweeverhad

Phindile:Mmmm

Londie:Ngibongenjekumnganiwamiomuhle

ngabuyengibeyiningaphandlekwakho

Mzwakhetextmehemaymeetusattheairport.I

texthimnosometimesthisboycan'tcontrol

himself.

James:Okaynowwecanleave



Mzwakhe

Iwantthoseidiotsnottohavetheslightestideaof

whoiamdatinglol,imdatingsomeonewho

Mzwakhe.I'mgoingtothrowthemoftheretrack.

Siwe:Fancyseeingyouhere

Me:Iknowsoihaveafewthingstodothaniwill

comebacktoyou

Philisiweisjustafuckbuddynostringsattached.

Ayugirlsometimeslosesitandgoesofour

agreement.

Siwe:Fine

Me:Cooliwillbeback
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Phindile



Jamesfinallycontactedme.Ineededaprivate

placetobeabletopassdownthemessagefrom

theancestors.Iwenttomyapartmentihearthe

dooropening.Itoldhimtojustcomein.

James:Nkosazane

Me:Inhere

Theywereveryangrycantheyblametheguy.

Me:Yebomakhosiamakhulu..Takeyourshoesof

Idon'twanttousethisgiftinaculturalwaybuthis

caseismakingmegothatroute.

Me:Don'tworryyoudon'thavetopraisemeor

anything.Solet'sstartbytellingmewhathappened

andhowyougottothispoint



James:Hewasgreatfriendswithmysonthey

almostdideverythingtogether.Iwasinfinancial

strainthat'swhenimettheboysfatherand

everythingchanged.Heneededprotectionandwas

topaygoodmoney,iwenttherelookingforajob.I

becameoneofhisbodyguardthanlateronhis

personalbodyguard.Alottranspiredmysonwent

tojail,whentheboysrealizedhewasspyingon

themforAndile

Me:Andile

James:Andileisadruglordandahumantrafficker,

bothhimandMzwakhearethemostfearedmen

ever.WhenAndilefoundoutiwasstillworkingfor

thefamily,hekidnappedmyonlyfamilyand

trappedtheminthismagicalpool.Heusedmeto

getintelongettingridofthebhengu'sonceandfor

allandonlythanwilligetmyfamily



Me:Heliedhisnotgoingtodothat

Hechuckles.

Me:Seeyouhavebecomealiabilitytohim,your

sonwasn'tsupposedtogetarrested.Whati'm

seeingherethismanplantedthosedrugshimself

andblamedyouandtheboysforit.Hencewhyhe

doesn'twanttoseeyou

Ifeelhispainitstoogreat.

James:Ihadafeelingitwashim,butthanagain

youdon'tspyonMzwakheBhenguandgetaway

withit

Me:YoumakehimsoundlikeaGod

James:Mmm

Me:I'mgoingtohelpyouandgetthemout,butit

willtaketimethatwillsolelydependonyou.The



ancestorsareveryangryatwhatyoudidespecially

thesamemanyouguardedwithyourlife

Helooksawaywipinghistears.

Me:Youlovethemdon'tyou

James:Morethananythingintheworldwhateverit

isiwilldoit

Me:Foronestopcryingyoucannotbeaweakness.

Ireallyneedyoutobereallyangrythatwayhewon't

seeyoucoming

James:Howwillidoit

Me:Thereisapinkgemhecarrieswithhimallthe

timeandyougoingtogetitforme

James:Icandothat

Me:Holdonitsnoteasyasyouthinkitis.Itsan

invinciblegem,ifitshinesthatmeansheisin

dangerorsomeoneisworkingagainsthim.Iwill

explainlaterfornowyoustillgoingtobebetraying



theboys

Hesighs.

Me:Ineedyoutotellhimthere'scashinthehouse

andyouknowhowtogetitandwherespecifically

togo

James:Whathowthehellamigoingtodothat

Me:Youhavedoneitplentyoftimes,wegoingto

getyourstubbornsonoutofjailfirst

James:Whatdoyoumeanitwilldependonme

Me:Youractionswilltellmeifishouldhelpyouor

not.Whateveryoudecidejustknowyouwilllose

yourfamilyandMzwakhewon'thesitatetokillyou

Wespendthetimeconversating.

Mzwakhe



Thereissomethingwedon'tseeoftenJames

smiling,hejustgotbackafterdisappearingtoGod

knowswhere.

James:Wowitistenseinher

Me:Youpunkassbitchwherethefuckyoubeen

Ishouttheyhavetheirgunsout.

James:IwaswithPhindile

Me:Yousaidyouweregoingtothemallnowyou

withphindile

James:So

Me:AreyoutheonesellingusoutJames

James:Yesiam

Me:Thisisnotagame

James:Unlessiwanttoendupiabodybag

Me:Weirdshithavebeenhappeninglately



James:AndyouthinkiJamesZuluistheone

Ndu:Stopplayingreversepsychology

James:Iamnotplayingatanythingifyoufeeli'm

theculpritthantakemeoutrightnow,iwilleven

helpyou

HereachesforhisgunandgivesittoSakhile.

Phindile

ItfeltawkwardhuggingSindiswatouchingher

broughtbackthesnake.That'sonethingidon'tlike.

Voice:Ipromiseiwillbehave

Me:Whenhaveyoueverbehaved

Shesmiles.

Ilaymyheadonthetablenonothiscan'tbe



happening.

Sindi:Drinkthis

Me:Whatdidyoudotomewhydidifeelsomething

whenitouchedyou

Sindi:Itsokay..Itsokay

Me:Stoptellingmeitsokayitsnotokayandyou

makingmemad

Sindi:Iwouldn'twantthattohappenbutyouneed

tocalmdownotherwisetheygoingtobemad

Iseriouslywanttopunchherintheface.Iclosemy

eyesandexhale.

Sindi:Seewhathappenswhenyoucalmdown,i

knowwhatyouare.Youranancestralgoddessan

animalyoufeedonlove.Bothablessinganda

curse,youdothingsthatnohumancan.Youwish

youknewwhatisgoingonwithyoubuttheynot



givingyouclearanswers

Me:Sindiswaican't

Sindi:Insteadtheybringterrorandhardshiptoyour

life.Itsnotyourfaultyoulikethisnobody

understandsit,butyouingoodhandsitwillget

trickyandalottobare.Iamhereforyouandtohelp

you

Me:Itsgoingtogetworse

Sindi:Dependingonhowthingshappenaroundyou

ican'tsay.Ifgoodthingshappenthanitwillbea

blessing

Me:Whyme

Sindi:Thoseannoyingancestorswilltellyou

Me:Amisupposedtobewiththatman

Sindi:Ican'ttellyouthattheywill



Me:Ohwow

Idon'tthinkicanhandlethisgettinganyworsethan

italreadyis.

Mzwakhe

Ihatethefactyoucan'ttellwithmyguyswhether

theytellingthetruthornot.Buthimiknowheis

lying.

James:GoaheadNdlovutakeyourbestshotoh

waitlet'smakethingsmoreexciting

HegiveshisotherguntoThabiso.

James:I'mallyours

Hisphonerings.



James:Hello..Yeahtheywanttokillmesoi'm

givingthemthegoaheadokay

HetakesthegunfromSakhileandplacesitonmy

hand.

James:Don'taskquestionsjustshootme

Me:Manyoutestingmerightnowimightjust

James:Goaheadishayelemfana

Iswearisawareflectionofdadflashingthrough

hisface.

Me:Standdown

Ndu:What

Me:Standdown

James:Whyyounotkillingmeyoudon'ttrustyour



instinctsnow

Me:Shutup

James:Haveagoodday

Hestormsof.

Sakhile:Yourphone

James:Foundwhatyouwerelookingfor.You

satisfiedareyougoingtosendAyandatokillme

Sakhile:James

James:Fuckyouihavehadjustaboutenoughof

youandyourarrogantbehavior.Thisdisrespect

towardsmeforheavensakesiamolderthanyou

motherfuckers,yetyouhavetheaudacitytolook

downonme.IhopeyoudokillmeandPhindile

dealswithyou.I'mahumannotsometoyand

definitelynotyourfriend.Howaboutwekeepthis

relationshipstrictlyprofessionally.Don'tcallme

whenmyshiftisover,don'tcallmewhenyoudo

yourshit,don'tcallmewhenshithitsthefan.Don't



callmeforcleanupsokayokaygood

Didhejustpopofonus.

Phindile

HewantedtoseemeitoldhimiwasatKrispy

Kreme.Heentersthestoreandthestareshegetsis

enoughtomakemejealous.

Mzwakhe:Iwillpay

Igrabmydonutshepaysandweleave.

Mzwakhe:Hi

Me:Hi

Mzwakhe:TheycallmeMzwakhebhenguuhlanyo

Me:Magumede



Helaughs.Heliftsupmychinandkissmeourlips

dothedirtydancingimoaninhislips.

Mzwakhe:Awusukamadodaletsgosomewhere

private

Me:I'mnotgoingwithyoutoahotel

Hepullsmyhand.Wegettohiscarandistop

walking.

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Somebodywasinthecar

Mzwakhe:What

Me:Theyputsomeinthesomething

Mzwakhe:Theywhat

Me:There'ssomethinginthecarMzwakhe

somethinginthecar



Mzwakhe

Idon'tknowwhattodonowimlostbutihavetoact

cool.

Me:Phindiletellmewhattodo

Shelooksatme.

Me:Mama

Phindile:I'mokayletsgo

Me:Yousure

Shegetsinthecar.

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Itsfinesomethingwasinthiscar



Me:Doyoulikeseeeverything

Phindile:Iseewhati'msupposedtosee

Me:Wow...Khonabanilapho

Sakhile:"Everyone"

Idon'twantanyoneknowingorfindingoutwhoshe

is.

Me:Mamak

Phindile:Younottakingmetoahotel

Sakhile:"Ngibagxoshe"

Me:Noidon'twanttheminmybusiness

Sakhile:"Mommy"

Phindile:Hey

Me:Nomatterwhereitakehertheygoingtofind

me

Phindile:Wecangotomyplace



Me:Ngiyaphikini

Phindile:Ihavemyownhouseyouknowjust

throwingitoutthere

Thatcouldwork.

Phindile

Wegettomyplaceandheisamazed.

Mzwakhe:Unedladlaelinswempukanje

Me:Beforeallthiscrazinessihadmyownlife

Mzwakhe:Nicemamelaayukuthangithandiufike

edladleni

Me:Areyouagangster

Mzwakhe:Whatmeyesiam

Welaugh.



Phindile:Ulwimilakhoiseventhoughukhuluma

isZuluyouhavethatstreetlingo

Helaughs.

Me:Wellrelaxmakeyourselfathomeandiwillfix

something

Hegrabsmyarmpicksmeupandplacesmeonthe

island.Heripsmyshirtofandsuckonmybreast.

Heythatshirtwasreallyexpensive.
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Sakhile

Allihaveishisnameenoughtodoabackground

check.I'mgoingtodothisprivatelywithoutthe



crewknowing.

Me:IblameyouNdumiso

Ndu:Fuckyou

Me:Yeahifyouhadn'tputdoubtinMzwakhe'smind

noneofthiswouldbehappening

Ndu:Mxm

Theliftopens.

Nka:HaibonimenzeniuJames.Hedidn'tsmileat

mehewaslikegooddaysirnyinyiwahclear.He

waspattingmedownifeltviolatedandileftmygun,

iwillgetitbackonceileave.ItwasMzwakheright

WelookatNdumisoandlaugh.

Me:Letsnotbotherhimlethimdohisjobandhope



hewillcomearound

Thabiso:Don'tyouguysneedhimforthejobwe

abouttodo

Me:Eyawukahle

Thabiso:UphiveleumnganiwakhoThobani

Thobani:Haibongimazelaph

Ilaugh.

Me:Skhulu

Wefistbump.

Thobani:Hawengimazelaph

Phindile

Ifeelmyspiritjustspiralingoutofcontrolcan'tthey



justletmebehappy.Iwilldowhatevertheywant

pleasejustapieceofmind.

Mzwakhe:Thisisgood

Me:Mmm

Mzwakhe:Everythingokay

Izoneout.Isleptwithhimthewholenightwhyare

theyactinglikethis,ifthingsaresupposedtogo

thiswayandnottheirownwaythanletthingsbe.

Theseancestorsmuststopinterferingtheymust

givemeabreak.

Ifeelastingingpinchundermyarm.

Me:Ouchwhatyoudothatfor

Mzwakhe:Undwazilenjengenzenjan

Me:Oh



Mzwakhe:Doesthathappenoften

Me:YeahthisonetimeNonhleslappedwellactually

itwasyouslappingmeinavision

Mzwakhe:AwnkosiyamingavukauNgcolosi

imbalaazongitatabuna

Me:Ngiyinganeyedloziucabangani

Mzwakhe:Girlyouscaringmeyoumightchaseme

awayahahngiyadlalahawu

Hekissesme.

Mzwakhe

Sakhilecalledmedothesepeopleunderstandiam

datingnow.Miraculouslyhefoundinteresting

informationaboutJames.

Me:Sakhilecouldn'tthiswait

Sakhile:Itsayshereheworkedwithterminator



Me:What

Sakhile:Trustedhimalothewentnowherewithout

James.Hedecidedtostaywithfamilyafterhe

disappearedintothinair,onedaughteronesonand

awife.Youwillneverbelievewho

Me:Who

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:Yabonawenadidi

Sakhile:YousneakybitchokaysompilwenhleZulu

Me:Ubaniloyo

Sakhile:Yenayedwa

Whoisthismpilonowshelooksatme.

Me:Thesamempilowhowasspyingonme

conspiringagainstmenoAndile

Sakhile:Boom

Me:There'ssomethingfishyhere



Sakhile:Youthinkifidigmorewenotgoingtolike

theoutcome

Me:Andi'mnotpreparedtokillJamesngiyajola

manje

Shegetsupandgoestothebathroom.

Me:Letsgivehimthebenefitofthedoubt

Sakhile:Zwakalajampass

Me:Ay

Sakhile:Oho

Me:Geteveryoneoutandiwillcome

Sakhile:Mxmudakiwekantingibambeikhandlelala

uyanyaboss

Me:Ngizohlalakenemama

Shecomesoutsneezing.



Sakhile:Iwillkeepthemdistractedhaiboyini

Me:Uwenanaleyomngodoyi

Phindile:Ahhhhaibo

Me:Sakhilebye

Sakhile:Sho

Me:Everythingokay

Phindile:YeahstopinvestingJames

Sakhile

Ihavenoideawhereheisandican'ttrackhim

downbecauseitwillalerteveryone.Ijustreceiveda

textfromhim,imustdropinvestigatingJames.

Linda:Skhulumanjelentwanaivar

Me:Angicavinexskhulu

Linda:Imamaleliya

Me:Uzonidalelamasekuthandayena



Linda:Oh

Thobani:Musaniukuthandaizindabakanje

Me:Yewenangifunaukuringanawe

Thobani:Kwenzenjan

Me:Sethumaybehavepossiblyarguedwith

phindileandi'mdamnsureshehastoldMzwakhe

Thobani:Arguingaboutwhatnowidon'thavethe

energytogotherewithhim

Me:I'mnotsurebutwhateveritwasshewaslivid

thewholeflightwasintense

Herollshiseyes.

Phindile

Happyisanunderstatementheisexactlywhati

needtogetthroughlife.

Mzwakhe:Thankyou



Me:Ujabulisaminavelenoma

Mzwakhe:Idon'teatbabyalthoughishould

becauseofmyheart

Me:Thatscar

Mzwakhe:Theyhavecutmesomanytimesthat

theytiredofit,ihadmajorheartproblems

Me:Wellnowyouhavemeandyourheartwillnever

hurtagain

Hekissesmyforehead.

Mzwakhe:TellmeaboutSeychelles

Me:Itwasgorgeous,blue,sandyandallkindsof

Amazing

Mzwakhe:Youladieshadfun

Me:Mostofthetime

Mzwakhe:Whathappened

Me:ArghSethu



Mzwakhe:Wenzeni

Me:Thewholetimeyournamecameup.Mzwakhe

hasagirlfriendohhisthisandthat,i'msavingyou

fromaheartbreak.Toapointwhereeveryonegot

fed,Sindiswawaslikenobodycaresaboutthat

Mzwakhe:Shesaidthat

Me:Andawholebunchofothernonsense.We

thoughtperhapsshehasacrushonyou

Mzwakhe:UkewangibonaPhindile,iskeemsam

sona

Me:ExactlyThobaniisveryhandsomenowshe

saidi'mnotyourtypeandthatmekenjeintombi

yakhoyangithola

Mzwakhe:Aychabowazewangijwayelakabi

Me:Doyouhaveagirlfriend

Mzwakhe:Notagirlfriendsomeoneican'tgetridof

Voice:Sheispartofyourjourneynkosazane



Me:Okay

Mzwakhe:Younotmad

Me:Don'tletthebitchthinkshecandisrespectmei

amnottheone

Hepinsmedownkissingmyneck.

Me:Mmmm

[06/06,10:27] :20

Mzwakhe

WhodoesSethuthinksheis.Thisiswhyidon't

wantanyoneinmybusiness.

Sakhile:Youokay

Me:I'monlyhereforafewminutesthanileave

Sakhile:Okay



Me:Wenaongitshelauxakweyiniezindabenizami

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Awuthule

Sethu:I'msorry

Me:Whothefuckdoyouthinkyouarerunningyour

mouthaboutme

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Sethu:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Me:InilalelalawenaSethundiniyezwaawungazi

angikwazi.Angaziuxhumauxhasaphiezindabeni

zami,ngiphindengizweukhulumangaminoma

ngegamalami.Ngizokwenzadotiphambi

kwalendodanyanayakho,ungalingeungixhaphele

ningijwayelaamasimbaninaaningazikahle

Iheadtomyroom...Ichangeandwalkout.

Me:Weyimfeneningiphumeleemziniwamiangeke

ngijwayelweininafokof



Sakhile

Welaugh.

Linda:BafethunimenzaniuMzwakhe

Sethuwasshakinghoveringoverherman.

Me:Mommykantikwenzakaleni

Thabiso:Olwethukhulumahawu

Olwethu:AySethibatsheleukuthutheni

Me:Okayifnoonewantstotalki'mgoingtoplay

therecording

Olwethu:UtsheleuPhindile

Shelaughs.



Olwethu:Shefelttheneedtowarnherabout

Mzwakhe,hehasagirlfriendtheyloveeachother.

Shetoldhertobecarefulanddon'tthinksheis

Mzwakhe'stype

Me:Thatsnotyourbusiness

Thabiso:Uhlanganaphngempelanentoenziwa

uMzwakhengobaphelananguumuntuwakhoubab

wenganeyakho

Me:Nxiyourubbish

Linda:Hlampeakuyonananganeyakhenje

Thobani:Ahahyabonakeinganeyamimanje

ingenaph

Me:Unenhlanhlaangiyonaintombazaneinto

ebengizokuvithizayona

Linda:Youshidi

Thobani:Okaythat'senoughexcitementfortheday

MzwakheandPearlain'tevendating.Ifdemonwas

apersonitwouldbeher.Isowishicanslapher,



nothingisgoingtocomebetweenMzwakheand

phindile.

Linda:Iyobonanabafethu

Ndu:AymissThobani

Me:Isowishicanpunchher

Igrabmythingsandleavewiththem.

Phindile

Itissocoldinhereisweari'mgoingtodieof

hyperthermia.Thefoggymistisn'tdoinganyjustice,

butiseemtoalwaysknowmywayaroundhere.

Themistclearsnowi'minsomeforesti'mwalking

holdingmyself.Thisisthepointwherethewater

andsnakecomeslitheringandgushing,wantingto

takeme.Itrytospeakbutnothingcomesout,ilook

arounditisdarkwhatisthisplace...Ohhereitgoes

ilooktomyleftthewateriscominginfullforce,

gushingandsplashingilooktomyrightthesnake



isslitheringveryfast.Itliftsupitsbodyand

snatchesme.

Iscreamandhitmyheadagainstsomething.Down

igobangingmyheadreallybad.

Mzwakhe

Iwasmadashelltheonlythingiwantedwas

Phindile.Ienterherhouseandfindherunconscious,

withbloodonherforehead.

Me:Phindile..PhindilemamaPhindile

Phindile:Hmmm

Me:OhmythankGodyoualive

Shecries.

Me:What



Phindile:Ihitmyhead

Me:Iseethatmylovei'msorry

Thato:Skhulu

Me:Findmeandgetherekeepyourmouthshutand

don'tusethemonitors

Thato:W

Ihungup.

Phindile:Amidead

Me:Nobabynotyet

Phindile:Mzwakhehasn'tleftme

Ichuckleiwillforeverbebyyoursidebaby.

James

IhatedeverysingleminuteofthisbutPhindile



look'slikeatrustworthyperson.Shehelpedsaving

Nhlakaniphofromgettinghisassbusted,ihaveno

doubtnottotrusther.

Andile:Younevercallme

Me:Thingschanged

Andile:Excuseme

Me:There'sbigbagsofcashstashedinMzwakhe's

roomfromgigshemade.Hecan'tcashinbecause

hismissingafewbagsinthatbagisaphoneworth

destroyinghimforever

Andile:IsthisasetuparesettingmeupJames

haveyouforgotten

Me:Iwilltellyouwhentomoveinandhowtoopen

itifyouridiotsmessuphmm

Igetupandleavemyheartisclosinginoneme.

Howmuchlongerdoineedtocontinuedoingthis,i

justwantmyfamilyback.



Sabelo:Yousettinghimupagain

Me:Iwouldshutupifwereyou

Sabelo:CarefulnowJamesigotnothingtoloseyou

ontheother

Ilaugh,ilaughreallyhardwhodoeshethinkheis.

Doesheknowme.

Me:Yourfunnywowineededthat

Phindile

IfullyregainedconsciousnessandDrMkhizewas

coveringupmywound.

Thato:Okayyougoingtofeelalittlebitofpinching

Me:Mmm.Ouch!

Mzwakhe:Thatoman



Thato:Anddone

Me:Yourmean

Thato:Itwillhealinafewdays

Me:Thankyou

Myphonerings.

Me:Hello

Mxo:Haibouyakhalayini

Me:Ngishayekileandkubuhlungu

Mxo:Ncooohintwoweeksiwillbebackcela

ungilungiselaiyintozami

Me:Ngizokubulalanjalo

Mxo:Awungiyabuyangempela

Me:Okayngizokhulumanomaouchcanyoubea

littlebitgentle..Okaybye



Theancestorscomeouttoplayaverystrongmale

comesthrough.

Me:"Mkhize"

Thato:Mommy

Me:"Yindabningangenzelangaumsebenziubusy

noMommyabangathishuhuhumaneyenahuh

mommymommy"

Helooksatmeconfusedthanrememberswhoiam.

Me:"Makubenjalomfana"ouch

Thato:Thenigetareadingwow

Me:Ifuckinghatethis

Mzwakhe

Mygirlfriendissomethingelseguysiamscaredof

heratthesametimeecstatictobewithher.She



fillsthevoidinmyheartnootherwomancanand

excitesmyballsliterally.

Me:Youlookoutofit

Phindile:Benefitsofbeingspiritual

Me:Okaynow

Phindile:I'mreallysorrythisisalsotoomuchfor

me,thisjourneyhasbeenhard.Iwouldunderstand

ifyouleavemebutthatwillbreakmyheart

Tearsfalldownhercheekdoessherealizesheis

breakingmyheart.

Me:Youmanipulatingmewithyourtearsnow,hey

i'mnotleavingyounodoiwantto.Violetsareblue

rosesarerediknowyouhappyi'mwithyou

Welaugh,shelaysherheadonmychestnothing

beatsthisfeeling.



Me:Ngizohlalanawelaungakhaliphela

Phindile:Okay

Wekissandonethingleadstoanother.

[06/06,10:28] :21

Phindile

"Gonehomeseeyoulater"thenotereads.Whatif

heleftmeagainwouldn'tbethefirsttimehedid,i

grabmyphoneandcallNonhle.

Nonhle:Heyprettylady

Me:Heleftmeagain

Nonhle:What

Me:Gonehomeseeyoulater

Nonhle:Areyouforreal



Me:Hedidn'ttellmenorbothertowakemeupand

sayi'mgoneoratextihopeyouokayi'mmadbusy

Nonhle:Thedickdrivingyoucrazyalready

Me:Youwouldifyoutastedit

Shelaughs.

Me:Plusi'mhurt

Nonhle:Whatisitnow

Me:Ibangedmyheadreallybadandican'tbeon

myown,whatifmyheartstopsorizoneoutand

nobodyisheretowakemeup

Nonhle:Phindilecalmdownheiscomingback

Me:Ishouldn'thavecalledyouiknewyouwere

goingtotakehisside.Arghyounousetome

Nonhle:Girliwillsmackyou

Me:Whatamisupposedtodowithmyselfthe

wholeday



Nonhle:Hetoldyounjeheiscomingback

Me:Hewrotelater,latercouldmeanaweek,

monthsyears

Nonhle:Yousoundridiculous

Whatever.

Me:HowarethingsgoingwithyouandSamkelo

Nonhle:Idon'twanttotalkaboutSamkelo

Me:Nonhleyouthat

Nonhle:Justletmehandlemyownifitgetstoughi

knowwhattodo

Isigh.

Me:Okay



Ihavetogohomenow.Iwon'tbestuckinmy

housebymyselfnotwiththesewildancestors,

anythingcanhappeni'madangertomyself.

Mzwakhe

Helaughedatmehardihavebusinesstotakecare

ofwhatiswrongwithleavinganote.

Sakhile:Iamnotlettingyouruinthiswhatdidyou

leavewiththenote

Me:Nothing

Sakhile:Youcan'tjustleaveanotewithnothing

hangingoutlikethat.Leaveaflower,money,

breakfast

Me:Argh

Thobani:Sengikhona

Me:Lindani

Thobani:HowwillthisworkwithoutJames



Me:Wegooddon'tworryaboutJames

Sabelo:Sorryi'mlateijustfoundacoolroutes

Me:Seewedon'tneedJames

Sabelo:Anyoneeverbeenhereitsveryquietwith

verylittlemovement

Me:Anikhulumenayemelengihambe

Sabelo:Buythosethings

Me:Yeahwhatever

NonhleSibiya

IamNonhleSibiyathelastborninthefamily.Ihave

fourothersiblings,lifewasn'talwayseasyonme.I

wastheonlygirloutoffourboys,lefthometo

pursuemydreamsbutintheendlifegottomeand

taughtmeaverypainfullesson.

Me:Sibiyasawubona

Caller:Yellowbone



There'sonlyonepersonwhocallsmelikethat.

Me:Mzwakhe

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Angazikanjanngonephikodwacela

usizolwakho.Bengifunaukucavauqueenuzishaya

ngani,yonkenjelenonsenseyenu

Ilaughohnohedidn't.

Mzwakhe:Ngempelamommy

Me:Wellsheisabigfanofchocolatekhona

esidayisaloawuthandaimpela,ibhokisielibovu

Mzwakhe:Yahungakhohlwaamahlamvuenu

Me:Wowbrawowhydrangeasareherfavorite



flowers

Mzwakhe:Weeengizozicavaphimanjelezozinto

eishsan

Me:Iwilltextyouwhattheylooklike,anddon't

forgetthewaytoawoman'sheartforgivingisfood

lotsandlotsoffood.Asuckerforwings,ribs

anythingexceptforseafoodnofishnonothing

Mzwakhe:Ngobangibonauflyingfishnjeminala

Me:She'sallergic

Mzwakhe:Okaymommyta

Hehungsupilaughthantexthimandwhathe

shouldbuy.

Sam:Whatyoulaughingat

Mymooddropsinstantlyihadhopedhewasgoing

tobemyforever,butheturnedouttobetheworst

nightmareoutofallhismonsterbrothers.Iwonder



whatMzwakhewouldsayifhefoundoutSabelois

thebrotherofhisarchenemy.AndileandMzwakhe

areswornenemieswhentheyfightitswarand

completechaos.

Me:Phindile

Sam:Youdidn'ttellher

Me:Wetalkingaboutherboyfriend

Sam:I'mgoingoutdon'tdosomethingiwouldn'tdo

Onedayi'mgoingtogetoutofthishellholeand

thatwillbethebestdayofmylife.Hopefullythis

willcheerPhindileup.

Mzwakhe

Icouldn'tfindthestupidhydrangeas.Iordered

themtheywillarriveanytimefromnow,ididgetthe

boxofchocolateandsomeotherthings.Whobuys

chocolateforhundredrandthat'sawasteofmoney.



Ilaythethingsontheislandandheadtoherroom.

Me:Uyaph

Phindile:Home

Me:Ileftaveryimportantmeetingtocomeandbe

withyouandyoutellingmeyourgoinghome

Phindile:Yeap

I'mgettingangryidon'tknowyouandshe'sonher

phoneisnatchitfromher.

Phindile:Youleft

Me:Mamaiwroteanotethistime

Phindile:Callandsayyouokaytextmefindoutif

i'mup

Me:Okayyouknowwhatidon'thavetimeforyour

stupidtantrums,i'mgoingtogoshower.Usungaya

ekhishiniukubekaiyintozakho



Reallyareallfemaleslikethisorisheracting

ridiculous.Idarehertoleaveandshewillknowme.

ThabisoBhengu

I'mThabisoBhengutheeldestbrother.Igotnine

othersiblingsonlyonemarriedtomylongtime

partner,sweetheartOlwethuBhengunothing

interestingaboutmeotherthanbeingcrazy.Iheld

thisfamilyandcrewforaverylongtime,itwastime

formetohandovertheropestoMzwakhe.He

seemstobehandlingitlikeaproisometimesdon't

agreewithhowheworks,buthealwaysgetsthejob

doneandmakessurehisfamilyisprotectedbefore

anythingelse.

Thelastbornandhispartnerhadsomethingtotalk

tomeabout.

Lindo:Sindiswaareyousure



Sindi:LindokuhleBhenguiampositive

Me:Ningaxabaniphelaphambikwami

Theysigh.

Me:Yougoingtotellmewhat'sgoingon

Lindo:Inkosazaneifikile

Istandonmyfeet.

Me:Nithikunjani

Sindi:She'sherefinally

Me:Howsureareyouaboutthisyallsaiditcould

takeforever

Sindi:Butshe'sherenow

Lindo:Ihavetotalktoyouaboutthis

Sindi:Shecanonlyrevealherselfonceshefeels



Me:Lovedareyoukiddingmetheseboysknow

nothingaboutlove

Lindo:I'mgoingdisappearforawhileihaveto

makesurewefoundher.Nomatterwhathappensi

willalwayshavetotakeherside

Me:Isthatwhyyouback

Lindo:Thabisokuningiokuzokwenzekauzela

ukuzolungisaizintoezenziwaugogo,melesenze

isiqinisekisoukuthsihlezisimphathakahle

simnakekela

Me:Yaqalainkathazomadodakodwangath

seniyazinje

Theylookateachotherandsmile.

Sindi:Heisveryhappywiththechosenonethey

justneedtobondalittlemore

Me:Ihopeitdon'tchooseMzwakhethatboywill

destroyeverythinganditwilldestroyus



Sindi:SheThabisoshe

Imustshowthemwhatitmeanstoloveahuman

beingespeciallytheothergender,becausethese

foolsaredefinitelygoingtomakeamess.

Sakhile

Idon'thaveanswersforthethequestionsthey

askingme.Iknowwhoheiswithbutihavenoidea

wheretheyare,Thabisocomesbarginginreadyto

punchsomeone.

Thabiso:YougoingtodothisjobwithoutMzwakhe

Me:Wemorethancapableofdoingit

Thabiso:Youmaybethesemotherfuckersidon't

thinkso

Thobani:Thabiso

Me:Havealittlefaith



Thabiso:Idon'tfuckwiththatandyounotgoingto

testmesoisuggestyoucallyourboyrightnow

Me:But

Thabiso:Mfonelenjengamanje

Me:Yoh

Icallhim.

Me:Hisnotansweringokay

Voice:Mzwakhe'sphonehello

Me:Mommy

Phindile:Sakhileohhey

Me:Isthatbitchthere

Phindile:HeisshoweringohSakhileiscallingyou

sorryforansweringyourphone

Mzwakhe:Youcananswerthephoneanytime

Sakhilewhatdoyouwant



Iputthephoneonspeaker.

Me:Ebbabaubhutiwakhouvuthaumliloukufunala

nou

Mzwakhe:Angithandi

Thabiso:Angizwayewenaungazongidakelwa

yezwauzolandwaiminalaphoangekekubemnandi

Mzwakhe:Youmorethanwelcometobitchandsee

whatiwilldotoyou.Lalelanilaningalinge

ningiphapheleniyangizwa,valaifoniPhindile

Phindile:But

Mzwakhe:Njengamanje

Thecalldisconnectseverybodyheardfor

themselves.

Sabelo:UbaniuPhindile



Thobani:Nobodyyouneedtoworryyourselfabout

IlaughhimandThobanidon'treallygetalong

there'salistofpeopleThobanidoesn'tlike.

Me:OkayletslookattheseroutesThabisocalm

downwegoteverything

Thabiso:Hambamtakabhengu

Heclapsonceandleaveswelaugh.

[06/06,10:28] :22

Mzwakhe

Thesepeoplearesodisrespectfulespecially

Thabisothebiggesthypocriteofthemall.

Me:Ikuphiinkingayakho



Heignoresme.

Me:Washolaniukuthangiphathemawuzoqhubeka

uziphathiseokwesfebe

Thabiso:Angizwa

Me:Ungizwekahlelalelamawunenkingangendlela

engenzaizintongayo.Wamukelekileukuphatha

kodwaungalingeucabange,ukuthuzongitshela

ukuthngenzeni,ngenziniyezwaangizuphathwa

uwenaungangijwayelikabi.Thisismycrewandi

willdowhatever,wheneverandhoweverthefucki

wanttodookay

Thabiso:Getoutofmyhouse

Me:Withpleasure

Heissoimpossiblesometimesiwishiwasthe

eldest,igetinmycar.

Me:Whereyouatokayi'mcoming



Phindile

Hetextmeheain'tcomingbacktheyrequestinghis

presence.Itsgoingtobealongnightblahblahblah.

Ifeellikeheislyingtomeandmygutfeelingis

neverwrong,ican'tstayherebymyselfsoiuber

backhome.Iamsuretheymissmeandcan'twait

formetotellthemall.

....

Anhourlateriarrivehomeyeahiwantedtobefar

awayfromthem,andmakeitalmostimpossiblefor

themtovisitme.Becauseiamfarawayandyou

canonlytravelbycar,ienterandmetwiththe

biggestsurpriseofmylife.

Me:Sengiyazisolanokuthngibuyelani



Hesmiles.

Mxo:Goodtoseeyoutoolittlesister

Me:Ubuyelani

Mxo:Aw

Me:Uthetwoweeks

Welaughhegetsupandhugsmeahmyfavorite

brotherisbackimissedhimsomuch.

Mxo:Unjankodwa

Me:Betternowthatyouhere

Mzwakhe

Ifindthemdrinkingreallytheymadesuchafuss

aboutmenotpayingattention,nowtheydrowning

inliquor.Ileftmywomanforthisshit.



Me:Sakhile

Sakhile:Skhuluawulanabengith

Me:Ubuthini

Sakhile:Aynohadebafo

Me:Sengikhonakhulumanibathulaabantuhehekif

kifuMzwakhekwashokwacimaamalahlezithini

khulumaniphela

Iheadupstairs.

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Thisiswhatyoucalledmefor

Sakhile:Wethoughtyouwithyourgirlfriendahah

Thabisoistheoneokayyeahso

Me:Ungalingeuzixabanisenami

Sakhile:Awskhulungathkuyimiengifunawena

noMommyniyiphushelentokhambani

Me:Aynoziyakhipha



Sakhile:Idon'ttrustthissuddeninterestwith

Sabelo

Me:Idon'teithersowecomeupwithaplanbthat

onlyyouandiknow

Sakhile:James

Me:Don'tworryaboutit

Sakhile:Okaysoiwillseeyouwheniseeyougo

backtoimama

Ishakemyheadahithinkiwillseehertomorrow.

Phindile

Mxolisiandiwenttofetchhiskidstheywereso

happytoseeme.Idon'tknowwhyhedidn'tjust

comewiththemonetime.

Mvelo:Auntysohambanawenamhlanje

Me:Hmmsiyahambanamhlanjemj



Hesmiles.

Lizeka:Ithinkthiswillbeenough

Me:Awlizekaitsjustfortheweekend

Lizeka:Thisoneisawildcatthismessesupalot

trustmeyougoingtoneedthismylove.Okayboys

goputtheseindaddy'scare

Theyrunofexcited.

Mxo:Mvelo

Mvelo:Sorrydaddy

Iwillalsowaitinthecartheymightwanttohave

somegoodgood.IwonderwhatMzwakheisdoingi

callhimitgoestovoicemail,icallhimagain

voicemail.IcallNonhleinstead.



James

Anunexpectedvisitorshowedupilethimthrough.

Helooksexhaustedwhateverhegottosayican't

doit,hepourshimselfadrink.

Mzwakhe:Ineedyou

Me:Ithoughtisaid

Mzwakhe:Jamespleaseican'tdothiswithoutyou

Me:Thebaddestinthegamescared

Hepullsouthisgun.

Mzwakhe:Iwon'taskyouagainyoupunksofarwe

don'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithyou.Younot

sayinganythingasfarastherespectpartyes

maybebut

Me:Iwilltalktosomepeopleiftheyagreethanonly



willihelpyou..GoodbyeMzwakhe

Hisfatherwasjustlikethisimpulsiveandarrogant.

Heleavesbangingthedoorilaughoncemyfamily

isout,i'mgoingtoteachthatAndileaveryhard

lessonhewon'tforget.

[06/06,10:28] :23

Twoweekslater

Phindile

Ihaven'theardanythingfromMzwakheinawhile,

butihaveheardofmultiplerobberies.Hehasn't

textedmenorcalledyetihavebeenblowinguphis

phonelikeamadperson.

Mxo:Awizinjamadoda

Nonhle:HaibongiyaphuphayiniMxolisi



Mxo:Sawubonamuntuwami

Nonhle:Heenowonderizintozimnandikanjeand

thanwenasanbonaendlini

Mxo:Doesshehaveaboyfriend

Nonhle:Idon'tknowdoyouhaveaboyfriend

Me:Itsbeentwoweeksandihaven'theardasingle

thing

Nonhle:Maybeheisbusy

Me:Isthisbeingbusy

Shetakesmyphone.

Me:Iwon'tbemadeafoolNonhle

Nonhle:Whyyoucrying

Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:Okaylisteni'mnothereforthatziyawa

ngaphesheyanamhlanjeandsiphakathihlampe

uzombona



Hepromisedmeheisnotgoinganywhereandhe

brokehisword.

Sakhile

Nkabindeamongstotherswerehappywithwhatwe

didandourbankbalancesaredoingavosho.

Ndu:AtoasttothisguyMrcrazyMzwakheayman

Hedownshisdrinkinonegohehasn'tbeenhappy

lately.Ihaven'taskedwhatiswrong,thingscannot

gowrongsosoon.

Me:Mzwakheyouokay

Mzwakhe:Whywouldn'tibe

Hepoursanothershotandgulpsitdown.



Me:Youbeenmoodynje

Mzwakhe:Okayemvakwanamhlanjecela

ningiphumeleemziniwamianginicelifuth

Hegrabsthebottleandheadsupstairs,ifollowhim.

Me:Skhulu

Mzwakhe:Thathoengithingimshayangosurprise

ngificaumuntuumuncananomunyeumjita,ey

ngezwainhliziyoinyokoza

Me:Umbuzilenomaukhetheukumziba

Mzwakhe:Ngithingikwenzelanilokhoumuntu

engijwayelakabi

Me:Uyazizwaukuthuthini

Mzwakhe:Hlampenjengizombonanamhlanje,

ngizoyishayaleyangane

Me:Weengathungazisolayezwanxiyoubullshit



Ican'tchangehismindormakehimseereason,he

alreadymadeuphismindanddecidedsheisguilty.

Thobani

Eventtimeilovethrowingpartiesforthepeople.

Theyshowupdance,drinkandhavelotsandlotsof

fun

Me:Everythingisready

Noxy:Omamababhiziekhishiniyonkintoihamba

kahle

Igetasurprisevisitfrommybabies.

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Wolalapho

Nonhle:Hellohellosanbona



Me:Ufikenini

Mxo:Beentwoweeksnow

Me:Andthisbitchdidn'ttellme

Mxo:Bamghostile

Helaughs.

Nonhle:Mxolisino

Mxo:Whatitsthetruth

Me:Ngiyashonjeizintozimnandikanjeyallcoming

tonight

Nonhle:Cha

SheshouldnotletMzwakhegettoherlikethis.Iam

notenjoyingthisPhindileitlookslikesheisfarfar

away.

Me:Phindile



Phindile:Hey

Me:Yindab

Phindile:Nothingitsokay

Me:Okay

Iletitgobecauseificontinuebeingpersistent,she

isreallygoingtopopofonme.Alreadyshelooks

likeshewantstohurtsomething.

Mxo:Besenginikhumbulebafethueymanje

umsebenzi,bukanjeumuntuuzoshayaamaget

down

Me:AyayMxolisiuzongangeniukhulumaulwabishi

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Ireceivedeachandeveryoneofhermessages.



Somewereinsults,somewhereinsultsandsome

werejustsilent.Thinkingaboutherandanother

manjustmakesmesicktomystomach.

Sethu:Didyouseethispost

Sheshowsmeapictureofphindileandthesame

dudeisawhersuckingfaceswith.

Sethu:Mytimingmayhavebeenwrongbutiwas

rightsheisnottheoneforyou

Me:Shutyourmouth

Youdon'tdomelikethatevenifourrelationshipis

stillnewandfresh,shedoesn'thavetherighttobe

entertainingothermen.Werathernotbetogether

thanhaveherbetouchyfeelywithanotherman,oh

hellno.IheadtomyroomandtextSiweimcoming

over.



Phindile

Mxo:Usungconokemanje

Me:Obviouslyifeelbetterwithyouguysaround

Mxo:That'swhatiwanttohear

Iwasfeelingveryemotionalbutmybrotherand

Nonhlearoundwascomforting.

Nonhle:UbonileuSethuutheni

Me:Thatgirlislocoforrealsigotnotimeto

entertainhe

Nonhle:Ngihalelaukumshayangempama

Me:Maseuyaboshwa

Nonhle:Kadengagcinaukulwafuth

Shelaughsthanlooksatme.



Nonhle:Babesyoudon'tthinkheisignoringyou

becauseofthis

Me:Heismentallyunstableiwouldn'tputitpass

himheiscrazyifthatsthecase

Nonhle:Awmnganiwami

Shelaughs,Mxolisi'sscoffthatwouldbereally

ridiculousofhim.HeismybigbrotherforGod's

sake.

Sakhile

Itwassuchavibealreadydemonpearlishereyou

knowMzwakheijustcan'tl.Idon'tunderstandwhy

hehadtobringher,imighthavetoleaveearlyhow

canyouenjoyyourselfwhenshe'saround.

Pearl:Uhmitlookslikeihavetogo



OhthankGod.

Mzwakhe:Wantmeto

Pearl:Noyouhavefuniwillseeyoulater

Goodriddancetobadrubbish.

Linda:Thobaniloyamommyuphi

Thobani:Akezi

Mzwakhe:Ubusyuyafeba

Me:Yazingitheuzozisola

Thobani:Uxakweyiniwena

Mzwakhe:Thankyouohandshe'spayingright

Thobani:Youaskingmeortellingme

Mzwakhe:Fedeabanyeabanankingayena

Thobani:Iwanthertomakeyousweatyourballs

yougoingtoregretthis



Mzwakhe:LoyaltyThobaniloyaltythat'salli'm

asking

Ilookupandagroupofpeoplewalkin,amongst

themPhindileholdinganotherman'shand.

Me:Thobani

Mzwakhe:Angithuyabona

Ohheisdefinitelychargingherthefuckisshe

doing.

Phindile

Wearriveandthedynamicshavechanged.We

stoppedreceivingthefivestartreatment,nois

payingattentiontousthisisridiculous.Igetupi

needtofindoutwhatisgoingon.Thobanistopsme

onmytracks.



Thobani:Eishmommyiyakhalalendoda

Me:Whatisgoingon

Thobani:Igottatreatyouliketherestofthemand

letyoupay

Me:I'msorrywhat

Thobani:Idon'tknowwhatisgoingonmaybeyou

cantellme

Iremovehishandoffme.

Thobani:Mommy

Me:Ifthatswhatyouwantthansobeit

IheadovertoourtableMxolisihugsmefrom

behindandwewalktoourtable.

Mxo:Yiniinkinga

Me:Wecangotococo'sidon'thaveaproblem



Nonhle:HowitoldSamkelothatiwillbehere

Me:uThobaniutheangaziubanimelesinganakwa

sikhokhefuth

Nonhle:Aw

Mxo:YinimanjeuThobani

SakhileandLindaniinvitethemselvestoourtable.

Sakhile:Mommy

Linda:Awumuntuwamiusuyangifelanjalo

ngikufunakanje

Mxo:Uthini

Sakhile:Uyenzelanilentoyaziukhawathisaubra

wamiubanilebharile

Mxolisilet'sgoofmeistophim.

Mxo:Gcinoletgoofme



Me:Theynotworthit

Nonhle:Whydon'tyougobacktoyourtableand

justleaveusalone

Linda:Sifunaukwaziubanilo

Ilookathim.

Nonhle:UbhutiomdalakaPhindile

Theylookateachotherandlaugh.

Sakhile:Nowaitstoplaughingtheyserious

Me:Pleasego

Mzwakhe

Whywouldshedothistomeitdoesn'tlooklikethey

leavingandshehasonashortdress.Abunchof

brokeuglyboyshavejoinedtheirtable,i'mgoingto



fucksomebodyup.

Ntando:Bengathiniyosusauchukulaphaya

Linda:Aysimangalile

Sakhile:Basiqedaamandla

Thabiso:Uthiubaniubhutindini

Theylookateachotherandlaugh.

Linda:Ayangingenendawominaveleangazi

nokuthuwubanilosisi

Helaughs.

Linda:Skhulu

Nowheishoveringoveryellowbonewhoisthisguy,



iwanttoknockhisuglyfaceout.

Thobani:Nonhle

Nonhle:Ayay

Thobani:Nonhlemfethu

Nonhle:Idon'tcareaboutwhatyouhavetosayyou

madeyourbed

Man:UbanikantilendodaejolanoSiswami

Ichokeonmydrinksiswami.

Him:Changobaimuzibeutwoweekswonkeiphinde

iyamnqabelaajabulenoubaniloemele

ngimhliphizefast.Ayangisathandiangisathandi

ngoSisiwami

Nonhle:Mxolisiwait

Shelooksatmethanraisesherhandsatme.Sister.



Sakhile

Ididsayhewasgoingtoregretitnowlook.He

accusedherwithoutfactsandican'tbelieveiwas

dumbenoughtofallforit.Ifsheisherbrothernoxy

willknowshewasservingus.

Me:Ehnoxy

Noxy:Yesdarling

Me:Ubaniloyabhuti

Noxy:Who

Lindanipullsherhand.

Me:Thatguy

Noxy:OhMxolisiubhutiomdalakaPhindile

Lindanicracksinlaughter.



Me:Awukahle

Thabiso:Ubhutiwakhe

Noxy:Boysenjoy

Ifheallowedmetodoabackgroundcheckhe

wouldshehasabrother.Theyhitthedancefloor

yeahyouwon'tbeabletotelltheybrotherandsister.

Phindile

CanMxolisivisitallthetimeourrelationshipis

beyondamazing.Weloveeachotherhardandwe

protecteachotherhard,whenheisaroundi'mfree

spirited.Hebringsoutthebabyinmewenaughty

together,wedrinktogethernobodycancome

betweenusnotevenhiswife.

Thobaniinterjectshimselfbetweenusseparating

mefrommybrother.



Thobani:Bengangizondabonkekodwaaywena

Hepullsmeawayfromthecrowd.

Mxo:WeThobaniwena

Thobani:Ngimila

Me:Letgoofme

Thobani:Nolistennowigetithethoughthewas

yourboyfriendorsomething.Nooneeverknows

what'sgoingoninhishead,pleasemommy

ungayenzilentoungiphathakabuhlungu

Heisstillmyfriendeventhoughhedidmewrong

butourfriendshipisthatvaluable.

Mzwakhe

Icanadmittomywrongsnowaitican't.I



misinterpretedthewholesituation,iwasfilledwith

angerimissedhersomuchandwantedtosurprise

her.Ican'tbelieveimistakenherbrotherfora

boyfriendwowMzwakheyouranidiot.

Thabiso:Ngathuyayishubisalobhutindiniwakhe

Me:Theydefinitelyknowandrespecthim

Thechisanyamawasonfirepeopledancingon

tablesineverseenanythinglikethisinmylife.

Thankstomyboysandherbrothernomancomes

closetoher.

Thabiso:Mzwakhehambaphela

Me:Thabiso

Thabiso:NoMzwakhegoandapologizeyouwere

wronganddon'tuseyourdickasagetawayrespect

her



Isigh.Theypassbythissideyellowboneisnow

wastedamanvigorouslypullsher,shescreams.

Mxo:Yewenadidi

Him:Mxolisi

Mxo:NxinyolisiwokunukawenzaniSamkelo

Samkelo:OhthankGoditsyou

Mxo:Ahhallyoubitchesareluckyi'mdrunk

Idon'tlikethelookonherfaceshelooksatmethan

looksdownokayi'mshuttingthisdownrightnow.I

grabherpayingnoattentiontothisthisbitch.
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Phindile

Ichosenottogetinvolvedbecauseidoadead

bodyiscomingout.Shehasalwaystoldmenotto

beinherbusiness,whensheneedsmeshewillcall



me.Idon'tcareiftheyscreamatmeoraccuseme

ofbeingabadfriend,theywon'tbearoundwhen

she'sgonebacktohimandhewhisperssweet

nothingsandi'mtoblame.

MyheartbleedsforNonhleidon'tunderstandwhy

she'snottrustingme.Couldshebeafraidtellingme

Samkeloisabusingherinsomeway,willleadtome

takingdrasticmeasures.Idon'thonestly.

Me:Ukungithethisakwenukwenzamuphiumehluko

Mxolisi:Ubestfriendwakho

Me:Manje

Mzwakhe:Akekhoumuntuwesifazaneomele

ahlukunyezwekanje

Me:Ohyouafineonetotalk

Mzwakhe:Phelaasijolingekeuqhathaniseizinto

ezingafani

Me:Veleuthulengobainyongoyodwale



oyikhulumayo

Mzwakhe:Ungakhuluminamikanjalo

Me:Iwilltalktoyouhoweverthefuckiwantso

backoffall

Shegetsupsmilingwipingherface.

Nonhle:Youknowheisgoingtopunishyouright

Me:Idon'tcareyazianginendabausengenzanoma

yiniuzikhiphilenjekuminaandyouknowwhats

funny.I'mgoingtoignorealltheredflagsandrun

backtohim

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Youguysaremyfavoritecouple

Me:Sowegoinghomeoritsalreadypassmybed

time



Nonhle:Andnooneinjureduptop

Me:Mxo

Mxo:WahleziuthiMxothanibhutiMxowenakade

ngabonalentoyakhoyokungithathakancane

Me:Youwaitingforsomeone

Mxo:Umawezinganezami

Me:Umauzosixoshayezwa

Welaugh.

Nonhle:Familymeeting

Mxo:Engathiseniphuzanjalokhonaekumele

ngikushoaw

Me:Oncewashonjalo

Mxo:Iphelileindabanomoredrinkingnomore

partying

Me:Weshouldhitthecluboneofthesedaysbefore

youleave



Mzwakhelooksatmelikethefuckyouare.

Mxo:Dadbeinginmyearidon'tthinksoumfakelile

khonaimali

Me:UwenanjeMxoebekumeleumnike

Helaughs.

Me:YayizwalentoedlalayousefikileuMla

Mxo:Leloqonti

Me:uMlaudlalamekukhonaminaubuzeunombani

bazokutshele

Heisbumpinghisheadtothebeatandsmilingwith

hisphone.

Nonhle:Phindile



Me:Nonhleongiyeka

Nonhle:Maybehewantstotalktoyouanddoesn't

knowhow

Me:Heshouldhavethoughtaboutbeforehewent

onarampageandaccusingmeofbeingina

relationshipwithmybigbrother.Yesiamina

relationshipwecomeoutofthesamewomb

Nonhle:Wellkeitried

Mxo:Uthiwenzeni

Me:Asambeusefikile

Mzwakhe

Ihadachancetospeakwithherbrother.Wehada

greatconversationheexplained,onewould

instantlyassumetheydating.Butitsjustjustthe

brother,sisterlovetheyhaveforeachother.She's

thelastbornandwithherspiritualgiftsheneedsall

theloveandcarebecauseanormalpersonwould

considerherafreak.Yeahsheisafreakalright.



Hewentontosayheismarriedgottwokidswho

aretoointelligentforthemselves,iwouldliketo

meetthemandhehasawife.Figuringouthowto

getthroughtoPhindileshouldbeeasyrightornot.

Thobani:Looksyougoingthroughthemost

Sethu:Yeahitsstartingtogetchilli

I'mprettysurehewastalkingtomebutthat'sokay.

Thobani:Maybeyoushouldgohome

Sethu:Oryoucouldbringmeyourjacketiwillbe

fine

Thobani:Siphohasit

Me:Whydidn'tyoujustitsherbrother

Thobani:Wenayiniungabuzangaukuthubanilo

abusyamuncananaye

Me:Fuckyou



Thobani:Don'tworryheisacooldudejustdon'ttry

him

Ihavetorespecthimnowbecauseheismyinlaw,i

laughandgetup.

Me:Singakhulumaahahdon'tbelikethat

Iholdherwaist.

Me:Whyyoualwaystakingmetodarkconfined

spaces

Phindile:Iwanttohearyourlameexcusesloudand

clearnowquickbeforeMxolisifindsouti

disappeared

Phindile

Ialwaysgiveonetoomanychancesandthat'show



ialwaysgethurt,butwithhimitsdifferent.Itslike

i'msupposetobewithhimeventhoughheisabig

whackass.

Mzwakhe:YazisesikhulumaiqinisoPhindile

iphuthalakho

Me:Iwillsmackyouhardandyouwon'tlikeit

Hegrabsmyneckandkissesmeitrytopullaway

heholdsmeput.

Mzwakhe:Mmhm

Mydressgoesdownhegrabsmyboobs,i'mturned

on.

Mzwakhe:Ifyouwantmetostoptellme



Onehandgoesinmydressandinsidemypanties.

Hevigorouslyrubsmyclitforasecondthereilose

controlthancomebacktomysenses.Wenotabout

tohavesexontheroadwherevereveryonecansee.

Me:Mzwakhe

Iwhisperhisnameiamoutofbreathandheinserts

hisfingerinsideandfingerfucksme,whilekissing

meandpinchingmyboobs.Iamfeelingallkindsof

hornyiwanthimsobad.

Mr:Stopstop

Hepullsoutandhisfingeroutthansucksit.Ihear

mybrothershoutingatthetopofhislung.

Mxo:ImaniwhoauphiuPhindile

Mzwakhe:Ngikulandenini



Heaskrepeatedlykissingmycheek.

Mzwakhe:OkayletsgobeforeTarzanexplodes

MyTarzanhasdefinitelyexploded,wereachthem

andmyvaginaistwitching.WhyisMzwakhelike

thismarahayiman.

Mzwakhe

WefirstaccompaniedSiphoandLondie,now

Sakhile,Thobaniandiareaccompanyingmybaby,

yellowboneandherferociousbrotherthischap.

Mxo:Phelaminangilalangaphandlesengikhohliwe

kodwaukhiyeungaphakathistill

Phindile:Kadeukhulumamanjekwanele

Nonhle:Phindile



Welaugh.

Mxo:uLondieuqaleniniukujolanoSipho

Phindile:Asazibayatshotshana

Mxo:Wenauqaleniniukujolaeybengizoyiqhumisa

ngevuthayoleimpama.Ngicikwanawukuthi

ungikhulumelaistsotsi,eyyabomanjerazo

ngiyamncanywalosisiarg

Welaughidon'teventalklikethatwhyishe

mimickingmyvoiceinabadway.Wearriveifinally

gettoseewheresheliveshmmdopehouse.

Mxo:Hambakegcino

Phindile:Nanguumfaziwakho

Ipullhertothesidewhiletheystillfiguringoutwho



isgoingtobebangingthegate.

Me:Inguboemfishanekanjekodwa

Phindile:I'msingleicandowhatever

Me:Wellyounotsingleyoueverdisrespectmelike

thati'mgoingtokillyou

Shestandsonhertiptoeishake.

Mxo:Gcino

Sakhile:Eyfokof

Thobani:Yiniwena

Welaugh.
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Phindile



IamhappyNonhleissheismuchmoresaferwith

methanSamkelo.Igotmyeyeonhimonedayiwill

pluckhiseyesout,andfeedthemtohim.

Nonhle:Heiscomingtofetchto

Me:Hetextedmeearliersaidheisgoingtobebusy

butimustbereadywhen

Nonhle:Atleastwedonewiththecleaning

Me:Yeahareyougoingtobeokay

Nonhle:Hewillcomeandfetchmeheisalsobusy

withsomething

Me:Awkward

Nonhle:Iknowright

Welaughigetupandhugher.

Me:Ohmylovei'msorry

Nonhle:Itsokay



Me:Noitsnotokayyouknowigotyourbackjust

callmynameandiwillbethereinaflash

Ihugheragainmyheartbreaksthatshedoesn't

feelcomfortableconfidinginme.

Me:LetsgoannoyMxolisi

Nonhle:No

Me:Come

Nonhle:HaiboPhindile

Mzwakhe

Canigofetchhernowididn'thavenohangoveri

justwantedPhindilenexttome.Iammindingmy

ownbusinessherecomesSakhiletwerkinginmy

face.

Sakhile:Isitgoing,isitgoing,isitgoing



Me:Stop

Welaugh.

Me:Wherearetheboys

Sakhile:Whenyoudecidedtoditchuswekickedit

onthefirstfloor

Me:Nowonderitwassopeacefulandquiet

Sakhile:Theyshouldcomeupforbreakfast

Me:Luckyforeveryoneiorderedbreakfast

Sakhile:Thankyoubaby

Me:Yourwelcomemylove

Theliftopensabunchofdrunkmiserable

testosteroneenters.

Me:Ninjebafethu



Ndu:Awukahleumsindo

Me:Awngilahlwauwenaskhulusami

Hebuzzesmeoffilaugh.

Me:Nkanyiso

Ndu:Ratoismadeathim

Me:Okayngiyanizwanifunaukucavazikhiphithani.

Yeahimamaukhonayenu

Ndu:Skhulu

Thato:Whoamuhlekuqala

Me:Bitchyouknowher

Thato:Ileladarkdindili

Sabelo:Syamcava

Me:Changekefuthnimaziingakhononkenilana

kunezintoengifunaukuziqondisa.Andubanimazi

njeyinileeniyenzayo,oMthiyaneangaziziyakhala

ndawozonke.Lindanikwenzakalannakuwena



angazinokuthkwenzakalannakumina,majita

ngifunaukwazikhonaongajabulile.Khonaofuna

ukumashakhonaenginenzekona,ngiyazizibuye

zithiqhwilakuminayiniinkingainyukuayikho

sharp

Ndu:NangokeuMzwakhemfethutholalomuntu

uqedengayesiqhubekenezimpilozethu

Me:ChamelengibuzeNdumisomekukhona

onenkingaongathandiindlelaengiphethengayo

ningahambabafethungekenibhodeangekengisho

luth

Theyignoreme.

Me:Ayngiyajabulasonkesiyezwanaokulandelayo

ngishayaumuntu.Maseniqedileningihambele

ngiyacelasihloniphanengalokho

Sakhile:Doesthatincludeme

Me:Idon'tknowdoesitcelaukungabulalimuntu

majitamasemelenimazingizomletha



Sakhile:Skhulu

Thobani:Iamgladidon'thavetopretendanymore

Igottagofetchmyladynow.

Phindile

Mzwakhepullsuphecouldn'twaittoseeme.

NonhleisridingwithmeSamkeloisstillbusy,we

alsodidn'tknowMzwakhewascomingthisearly.

Shedidn'twanttostaywithmomsandMxolisi

waitingforSamkelo.

Mxolisiisstillasleepwhichisgoodwifeymadea

greatchoicenottoallowustowakehimup.Ican

leaveinpeacewithoutMxolisistoppingme,weget

inthecar.

Mzwakhe:Ahmylovelyladies

Me:Heyihopeyoudon'tmind



Mzwakhe:Notatall

Hekissesmehmmhowimissedhimsomuch.

Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

Nonhle:Heysexy

Mzwakhe:AkakugwajisangauMxolisi

Welaugh.

Me:Ngenhlanhlausaleleebengekenjeangidedele.

Ngathfuthkadeeqalilebeforesifikilethina

Hechucklessomethingoffabouthimhedoesn't

havethatsparkormaybeitstheseancestorsagain.

Me:Whereyoutakingmeahotelagainormyplace



Mzwakhe:Iain'ttakingyoutoahotelnoramigoing

toyourplace.Uzobonakhonasweetheart

Me:Okay

Ipulltheseatbackalittlebit.

Sakhile

ThegentswereveryhappyMzwakhefound

someone.Iwasevenmoreecstaticforhim,ihope

thisworksoutforhimreallyido.Hewastextingme

willibeokayidon'thavetoleave,icallhim.

Mzwakhe:Sho

Me:Iwillbefineidon'twanttobeathirdwheel

Mzwakhe:Ifyouthinki'mgoingtoallowyoutobe

byyourselfthanyoumistaken

Me:Mzwakhemanyoubeingreallyunfair

Mzwakhe:Sakhile



Me:OkayMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Youbetter

Me:Isaidokaywhat'stheproblem

Itellyouevenifheisworkingdowntheaislethis

onewillstillcrymynamelikeabigbaby.

Me:Guessi'mgoingbacktothepenthouse

Mzwakhe

Idon'tknowbutsomethingoffaboutme,idon't

knowmaybeitsbecauseiwaswithSiwebeforei

fetchedher.Somethingjustain'trightwe'llseeas

thedayprogress.

Me:Ngiyakwamukelaehontshinlami

Phindile:Wowthisisbeautiful

Me:Youlookbeautifulinit



Shesmilesadmiringthepenthouse.

Me:Youcangetcomfortablethisisyoursnow,

yenzanomangabeyiniezowenzekaukhululeke

uhlaleunethezeke

Sheissmilingfromeartoearandifeelweirdas

fuck.Mzwakhewhatiswrongwithyougetit

together.

Me:Myroomthefirstoneupdoubledoors,i'm

goingtogofreshenupandwecandowhatever

Itakeherthingsandruntomyroom.

Me:Shitshitfuck



Iquicklytakeashowerimustreallyscrubmyself.

Mzwakheyouacompletefooliknowshoweringis

goingtorelaxmeabit.

Phindile

Hesaidgetcomfortableandthatsexactlywhati'm

doing.Ifeellikeihaveseenthisplacebefore,idon't

knowwhereitslikeibelonghere.Iwasmaking

dinnerhedidn'thavemuchbutifoundsomething

andcreatedmagic.

Mzwakhe:Mmmsomethingsmellsdevine

Me:Youalsosmelldevine

Mzwakhe:Ihavetosenginentombiphela

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe:Whatyoumaking



Me:Roastedchickensomebakedpotatoes,gravy

andgarlicbread

Hefrowns.

Me:Trustmeitsdeliciousyoudidn'thaveanything

so

Mzwakhe:Ayluthomamamengabeukahlenje

minangijabulile

Ibenddownandpickupthespooniwasn'twearing

anypanties.Ineededhisdickburieddeepinsideof

me,ilowerthestovehepullsmeandthebigfellow

hascometoplayjustwhatiwanted.Weheadtothe

couchhetakeshispantsoff,igodownonmy

knees.Iamjustgoingtoteasehimalittlebit,iwant

thatmonsterdeepdowninmyguts.
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Sakhile

Ican'tbelieveMzwakhewantsmetobesubjected

tothisbull.Icatchhimsmilingchowingthatfood,it

ismouthwateringthough.Iguessihavetosuckit

out.

Me:Mommythisisabsolutelydelicious

Phindile:Thankyou

Me:Areyouokayyouseemtense

Phindile:Yalljusthavetotakemeasiamandof

coursewhatyoualmostraninto

Welaugh.

Me:Ngebhadikeumuntuwakholoakafuningihlale

ngedwa

Phindile:Obviouslyyounotatthatstagepeoplecan

trustyou



Ilookathim.

Mzwakhe:Ididn'ttellheranything

Phindile:Youshouldalsobecarefulwiththepeople

youhangaroundwith...Ahhitsstartingagain

Me:Whatswrong

Phindile:Amillionthings

Myphonerings.

Me:Youdisturbingme

Thobani:Wegotaproblemtaketheofframptoour

location

Me:Whatsgoingon

Thobani:Sakhile

Me:Okay...Uhmihavetogo



Phindile:Nowait..Don'tgo

Mzwakhe:Mamaitsokayhewillbefine

Phindile:Sakhilepleasedon'tgo

Me:Mommywithallduerespectihavetogo

Heholdshericanseetheconcernedlookonher

face,myphoneringsagain.

Mzwakhe:Sakhile

Me:Okayokay

Ican'thelpbutfeellikeishouldlistentoher.She

hasagiftandprobablysawsomethinghappening

tome.IcomebackMzwakheisstilltryingtocalm

herdown,shelooksatmeandstopsfightinghim.

Wedefinitelygoingtofightaboutthisbutitrustshe

knowswhatshe'stalkingabout.



Mzwakhe:Sakhile

Iheadtomyroom.

James

Hewasplanningonbustingthemagainnotthis

timeAndile,icamejustintimeandleadthemtoa

saferoute.Mzwakhe'scarspeedsontheotherside

oftheroad,iseehimfromthemirrorsmakingau

turn.Hespeedsallthewaytothefrontheknows

wherei'mgoing...

Ndu:Nowyoucometohelp

Mzwakhe:Shut...Your...Damn...Mouth

Helooksatmeiwonderwhatgavehimthe

impressionthatiamactuallytheonewhois

betrayingthem.Ican'tsayanythingbutihavea

feelingSabeloiswhisperingthingstohim,should



Mzwakheknowaboutthisabunchofpeopleare

goingtoexplode.

Thobani:UphikantiuSakhilekadengimfonela

Mzwakhe:Don'tworryaboutSakhilefocusonthis

letmetalktoyou

Me:No

Mzwakhe:JamesJamesiamnotinthemoodokay

Me:I'mgoingbackhomeigaveyouthechanceto

takemeoutyoudidn't.Idon'thavetolistentoa

thingyousaying

Mzwakhe:Ifyougetinthatcari'mgoingtocutyour

balls

Me:Wouldn'tyoulikethat

Mzwakhe:James

Igetinmycarandleavetheycanhandleitnow.



Nonhle

WorkhasbeenkeepingmebusySamkelorunning

thecompanyandibeingtheperfectlittleassistant,

thingshavebeenhecticeventsarejustcomingin

oneaftertheother.Wehavebeenmanagingsofar

butPhindilehastocomeback,sheneedstocome

backandsteerhership.

Sam:Youcanrestifyoutired

Me:Actuallyiam

Sam:Youhungry

Me:Famished

Sam:Okayiwhipupaquicksandwich

Me:Thanks

Whyishebeingnicetomesuddenly,isowantto

laughbadlyathimbuti'mgoingtoholdmyself.



Me:Iwaswonderingwhenyouweregoingtocall

Phindile:Bitch

Welaugh.

Phindile:Ican'ttalkmuchmymindisinahazyview

butiwillbesuretotakeyououtorcomethere

Me:Noproblemsweetheartenjoyyourmanhoney

deserveit

Phindile:Idoright

Ismileshehungsup.

Sam:Howisshe

Me:Wellshehaszonedoutshewillcomeback

don'tworryaboutit,givehertimebaby..Yinile

oyithosayo

Sam:Chicken



Me:OhGod

Igetupheisgoingtoburnhiskitchen.

Mzwakhe

Iaskedthesepeopleiftherewasaproblemallof

themsaidno,nowwhyaretheysettingtrapsfor

Sakhile.

Me:Anishongongathayikhonkinga

Ndu:Mzwakhewe

Me:Shutupyallsaidtherewasnoproblemright

thatswhatyallsaid.Noyoudidn'tsayanythingyall

ignoredmeandnowthisisthefuckupyoupull,yall

directorderswhatthefuck

Theypushingmyhandiwillbeforcedtoletthisgo

iftheycontinuebeinglikethis,myphonerings.



Me:What

Voice:Youcomingback

Me:Phindileimbusyngizokufonela

Iquicklyhungupbeforeshegoesonandonsulking.

Me:Niyangicasulanxiturnonthemonitorsyou

moronsiamgoingtokillallyouruglyasses

Iamswitchingthingsupthesepeoplewillknowme.

Nonhle

Oursexlifestillhasasparkitsjustthewayhe

treatsmetogetherwithhisfamily.Theydon'tlike

meandidon'tlikethemaswell,inthemiddleofhim

poundingmegoodmyphoneringswowperfect

timing.



Phindileguyshavenochillsheisgoingthrough

somethingthat'swhyshe'sblowingupmyphone.

Shewillhavetobestrongi'moccupiedatthe

moment.
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Phindile

Ithoughtweweregoingtospendtogetherineach

other'sarms,butthatwasn'tthecase.Heleftand

camebackintheweehoursofthemorning,wehad

sexidon'tknowhowandwhy.Isawhimbeing

intimatewithanotherwoman,whatkindofaman

doesthaticanhearthemscreamingatSakhile.

Hedoesn'tneedtoexplainhimself,itoldhimnotto

leaveandhelistened.Iamjustwaitingforthisman

towakeupandtakemehome.Iwipemytearshow

doesthisgiftwork,iseewhohesleepswithandits

notthefirsttimehehasdonethis.



IwillnotbesubjectedtothishowiwishSindiswa

washere,shewouldhavegivenmesomeclarityon

this.Myheartisshatteredican'tbelievethis.

Mzwakhe

Myheadfeelsheavyitrywakingupbutiam

knockedout.Iturnaroundtoanemptybedside,

wherehasshegonenow.Ilookdownseeashadow.

Me:Mamaufunanilaphowozaembhedeni

Phindile:Iwanttogohome

Me:Hmhmcomebacktobed

Phindile:Iwanttogohome

Whatigetupandlookathersheisalreadydressed

andwentunderground.



Me:UyagulayiniPhindilebuyelaembhedeni.

Angaziuvukweikuphiukuhlanyakodwa

awuyindawo

Ilockthedoorthangobacktosleep,ihearher

sniffingissheseriousrightnow.

Me:Ukhalelanimanje

ShegetslouderohGodiamnotbuiltforthisshit.I

getupandenterthebathroom.Idon'tunderstand

outoftheblueshe'scrying.

Phindile

Itfinallyresonatedtohimthatiwasactuallycrying.

Me:Youcandropmeoffhere

Mzwakhe:Phindilekantikwenzeken



Iopenthedoorheclosesit.

Me:Mzwakheletgoofme

Mzwakhe:Whywhatswronglookatme

Me:Justletmego

Idon'twanttolookathimheroughlylet'sgoofme,

ialmostbangmyhead.Iwipemytearsandquickly

getoutthecar.

Mzwakhe:Yewenasfebeungasivaliiscabasam

kanjalo

Irunfasttightlyholdingontomythings...

Mxo:YinikwenzenjanPhindile



Ifindcomfortinhimandjustletitallout,mythings

fall.IjustwanthimtoholdmejustholdmeMxolisi.

Mxo:GcinokwenzeisitMzwakhe

Icryevenlouder.

Mzwakhe

Ihaveneverbeenthismadinmyentirelife.Iarrive

atthewarehouseandtheystillarguing.

Me:Eyfuseganinonke

Myinsidesarecringingwhatthefuckisthiswoman

playingat.

Me:Akwenzekangaluthkuwena

Thobani:Yeah



Me:Smoko

Hekeepsquiet.

Me:Namhlanjeakulonausukulokuthiningicasule.

Ngizonihlabangempamanonkeandwenasukela

niniungayenzi,intoekuthiwaiyenze.Valalowo

mlomowakhoyoushidiningalingenizonginyanyisa

nina

Isthisrevenge,isthispayback,isthissomekindof

ajoke.

Sakhile

Thereismoretohisangerthanthiswhatever

happenedbetweenhimandPhindilewashectic.

Linda:Everythingokay



Hegiveshimadeathstare.

Me:WhathappenedMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Ngazelaphukuthkwenzekenioneminute

siyanyobananextminuteumuntuukhihlaislilo

Me:Youaskedherwhat'swrong

Mzwakhe:Shewouldn'ttalktome

Linda:Andyoulethergo

Mzwakhe:Anginasoiskhathisedramamawungeke

ungitsheleikuphiinkingaminangihlanganaphi

Welaugh.

Me:Youarenotmessingthisupokayletsgoback

whathappenedbeforeyougotback

Mzwakhe:Idon'tknowihelpedthesefoolsthat

tookforever,ipassedbySiwethanwenthome



Me:Youseeandthat'stheproblem

Thobani:Didyoufuckher

Mzwakhe:Ofcourseidid

Me:Areyoudumbnolikeareyoustupid

Thobani:Sheprobablysawyou

Welookathim.

Thobani:Shesawyouohmanshesawyou

Mzwakhe

Iamshatteredhowinthehellcanthatbepossible,

whyisitpossiblewhatkindofgiftisthis.

Me:Waitcomebackyousaidwhat

Thobani:JustthatMzwakhe

Linda:Skhulu



Me:Ayyini

Sakhile:Callher

Me:AndsaywhatThobaniisspeakinglies

Them:Haibo

Me:Shutup

Sakhile:Mzwakhecallher

Me:Brostop

Iamstilltryingtowrapmyheadaroundthis.What

amigoingtosaywhatplausibleexplanationcani

give,tosomeonewhomysteriouslysawmehaving

sexwithsomeoneelse.Fuckitmeantnothingshe

istheoneiwanttospendmylifewith.Igrabmy

phoneandcallherherbrothersanswers.

Mxo:Ifyouhaveanythingtodowithmysister

cryinglikethis.I'mgoingtofindyou,takeyour

eyeballsoutandfeedthemtomydogs.Youpiece

ofshit



Hehungsup.Iamnotgoingtoloseherbecauseof

this,ifihavetofightthanfightingiswhatiwilldo.
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Phindile

Iwassummonedtotheriverihaveabetter

understandingofwhathappened.Itssomethingi'm

goingtoexperiencemovingon,whowantstosee

theirmanfuckinganotherbitch.Idon'tlikethisgifti

wishiknewwhatitwasreally,iain'tstrongforthis

butwhatcanisay.Ialreadysoldmysoultothe

ancestors,ipluckoutafewpeaches,amanwalks

towardsmehebowsandsmiles.

Him:Nkosazane

Me:Notyoutoo

Him:I'mLindokuhlebhengunowthatwehavemet

myjourneyendshere



Me:Idon't..Maybeifiknewwhatthiswas

Lindo:Allinduetimenkosazanethemissingpieces

ofthispuzzleareslowlystartingtounravel.We

needastrongqueenyouarestrongerthananything.

Youjustneedtobelieveinyourself

Hebowshisheadandwalksaway,hedivesintothe

river.

IopenmyeyesMxolisiisholdingmyhand,ilook

aroundtheycalledNonhle.Isighwhywouldthey

troubleher.

Mzwakhe

Iamstilltryingtofigureouthowi'mgoingtogetout

ofthismess.Ican'tthinkofanythingladiesloveto

bebeggedandi'mjustnotthetype.

Sakhile:Moneyisin



Me:Don'teverdothatokay

Sakhile:Neverkhohlwaintoeshiwoumommy

ngizoyenza

Me:Mommyfuckyou

Helaughs.

Thobani:Here

Me:Whatisthis

Thobani:Theplaceisbookedoutgoanapologize

Me:NotthisagainallofyoujuststopPhindileandi

knowhowfixthis

Sakhile:Fuckingneversolvestheproblem

Me:I'mnottalkingaboutthatpleasejustletitgo

Iamgivingherspacetocoolofshewilldefinitely

comebackihopeshedoes.



Phindile

KhethokuhleZuludesignerextraordinairesentmea

fewitemsfromhiscollection,andaskedmeto

modelit.IrentedoutthechisanyamaThobaniwas

kindenoughtoletmeuseitforfree.

Nonhle:Yougoingallout

Me:I'mpullingoutallthestops

Mrsbhenguarrivesiinvitedthemsincetheyhad

suchbeautifulhearts.Olwethusheissuchaballof

gorgeousness,olderthanmebutlooksfifteenyears

younger.

Me:Heymama

Olwethu:Ihopei'mnotlateSindiswacouldn'tmake

itsheleft,butaskedmetogiveyouthis

Me:Ohshedidn'thavetobutthankyouiwillbe

suretotexther.Thankyouforcoming



Olwethu:Thankyouforhavingmelordknowsi

coulduseabreakfromallthatmadness

Nonhle:Surelythere'sotherladiestakingcareof

thosehandsomefreaks

Olwethu:Luthosthandwaoutofthe10tensiblings

myhusbandistheonlyonemarried

TensiblingsMzwakhenevertoldmeaboutthat

cometothinkofitwedon'tknowanythingabout

eachother.

Olwethu:I'mhopingyougoingtojoinmesoon

Me:Who

Olwethu:You

Me:Ohhellno

Nonhle:Yougoingtotellmewhyyouwerecrying

likethat

Me:Okayiwasseeingthingsoneofthemcalled

Sakhileitoldhimnottogofastforwardheleaves



somewherehismindswitchesofhesnapsat.Okay

thenightpassesi'mstillwaitingforhimtocome

back,thani'mshownhimsleepingwithsome

philisiwe.Hecomesbacksleepswithandactlike

everythingisokay.Theaudacityofitallhowdare.

Youinvitemetothisgrandluxuryhousethanyou

fuckanotherhoeandyoucomebacktome

Sakhile

WemadeThabisomakehiswifewearacertainkind

ofearringstheyhadlisteningdevicesinthem.

Mzwakhebhenguhefindssomethinggoodand

destroysit.

Me:Youdisgustme

Thabiso:KantiwenaMzwakheikhandalakho

alithathikahlesengiyabona

Me:WhywouldyoudothatnoMzwakhewhywould

youdothat

Linda:Ungekeusahloniphisanakancanenjemfethu



mxm

Mzwakhe:Wellobviouslyimadeamistakebutdon't

worryaboutit

Thabiso:WehavetoworryaboutitMzwakhewe

haveto

Me:Anichisheniyonkelento

Linda:Ngizomthathaminangikutshele

Me:Uyadakwa

Thobani:Thisguy

Welaugh.

Me:Wehlulembhem

Thabiso:MzwakheNhlanhlabhengu

Welaugh.



Phindile

IcamebacktothepenthousewithOlwethuand

startedpreparingfood.Sheleftandithinki'mby

myselforwithJames.Hewillbeshockedtoseeme

iknow,iprobablyangeredmybrotherbutthats

okay.TheliftopensJamesenters.

James:Myshifthasended

Me:WaitforMzwakhe

James:Ineed

Me:Doyouwantmetotellhimitsyouwhohas

beensellingthemout

Heunbuttonhisjacketandsitsdown.

Me:Ididn'tthinkso

James:uZuluwonkeuzosongelwaingane

intombazanefuth



Me:ShutupdoyoulikechocolateMrZulu

James:Uyangigulisa

Me:Welltheonei'mmakingwillbe

James:Idon'tdrink

Me:Moreforme

Mzwakhe

Itsbeenalongdayijustwanttorelax.Mzwakhe

manwhydidyoumessup,theliftopensthey

gigglinganddrinking.

Me:Phindile

Theylookup.

Phindile:IaskedOlwethutobringmeihopethat's

notaproblem



Ofcoursenotidon'tmindatallinfacti'mhappy

she'shere,butletmekeepmyhappinessinside.

James:Welliwaitedforhimandnowihaveto

leavethankyouma'am

Phindile:Andifyoueverneedashouldertocryon

Them:Justeatchocolate

Hewasthereasoniwasangryinthefirstplaceand

itookitoutonmygirl.

James:MrBhengu

Me:Fuckyou

Helaughs.

Me:Unjan

Phindile:Ngiyaphila



Me:Ngigcinaukukbonawawukhalamiiizinyembezi

Phindile:Youcan'tbewithmethangofuck

someoneelse

IhaveknowexcuseiwouldhavedeniedtillJesus

camebackandican'tevenusereversepsychology.

Phindile:Uyangishiyalauyahambauyolalanenye

intombazaneuyinikuwenausungazewenzenje

Me:Phindileiwascaughtupinthemomentiwas

angry

Phindile:Youcan'tbeangryinmyvagina

Iscratchmyheadnogirlhasevertakenmetocourt

likethis.Iamscaredwhatisshegoingtodotome.

Phindile:Youshouldbelikehowmanytimesshould

iallowyoutofuckmeup



Ilookdown.

Phindile:Ishouldn'thavecomebackbecauseits

likeyoudon'tgiveafuck

Me:Whydidyoucomeback

Phindile:Becauseiwantedtobehereandican't

stoptheinevitable

Me:AwukahlePhindilenesingisisakho..Okay

Phindilewaitdon'tgo

Ilaughshepointsherfingeratme.

Me:I'msorryokayimadeamistake

Shestraddlesme,igrabherwaist.

Phindile:Ithoughtiwasreallygoingtogoatitwith



you

Shecaressmyfacethisisaperfecttimeto,fuck

hermadcrazywhileshe'sdrunkandwefixthis

onceandforall.Shepullsoutmydickandstrokes

it,ilikethisfixsortourmisunderstandingwith

someheavyfucking.
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Sakhile

Hehashisflawsmanyofthemlikeeveryonehe

deservesasecondchance.Deepdowninsideheis

goodman,iamhappytheyworkingitout.

Linda:Don'ttellmehebroughtanotherbitchyazi

uMzwakhe

Thato:Whomadethesetheyarethebomb

Mzwakhe:Aveningalalelikodwayiniwhatareyou

doingwithmycakes



Me:Whoboughtthem

Mzwakhe:TheyweremadeformeThato

Thato:Awukahle

Sisnokubonga:Okaywhatamicookingtoday

Mzwakhe:Don'tworryaboutthatyoucancontinue

withotherthings

Sisnokubonga:Senidlileyini

Mzwakhe:Cha

Sisnokubonga:Ohusufunaukungixosha

ngeziphansi

Mzwakhe:Nokubonga

Welaugh.

Me:Okayguyspleaseletsnotangerhimheisin

troublebecauseofbeingangry

"Mzwakhe"



Herunsupstairsmyboyishappy.Thatosteels

moreoftheblueberrymuffinsandrunstothelift

theyleave.

Mzwakhe

Idon'twanttobombardherwiththecrewthese

idiotscanbetoomuchandhowthewayhergift

workscanleadtoseriousdamage.

Me:Onehastouseforcewithyouguys

Sakhile:Khohlwaiyinhlanyaumaekwaziukuphatha

wenathinaubalalolo

Me:Itsnotthatidon'twantyouguystoknowher

butjustletmedomything

Thobani:Youdon'toweanyoneanyexplanationif

thatswhatyouwantweallhavetorespectit

Phindile:Sanibonani

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Seehowcomfortablesheisimagineallofyou



around

Thobani:Awuzibalinganiwena

Welaugh.

Thobani:Konkekumashakahleareyouhappy

Me:Idon'treallycareaboutthatyouknowthisis

wheremyhappinesslies

Sakhile:Welayinglow

Me:Fornow

Thobani:Shouldweleavealsookayphelaasifuni

ukufa

Phindile

Iwasreallyhungrythankgoodnessiwentshopping

andboughtsomethingsotherwise,iwouldhave

diedofhunger.Weareonabetterpathweshallsee

wherethisleads.



Nonhle:Iwaswonderingwhenyouwouldcall

Me:Youpieceofshit

Samkelo:Whenyoucomingbacktowork

Me:AnytimeSamkelowhyyourushingmebackto

work

Samkelo:Bitchitsyourcompany

Me:GiveNonhlebackthephone

Nonhle:Ohwowthat'snotahotel

Me:Girli'minparadise

Nonhle:Don'tgivehimthefivestartreatmentnow

andheleavesyouagain

Me:Thistimeiwillcuthisdickandstranglehis

balls

Theylaugh.

Nonhle:Youwentback



Me:Itjustfeltright

Nonhle:MindyouMxolisiisshoutingatmelike

whatthehell

Me:Hewillbestrongi'mgrown

Nonhle:Howisthatgoingtoworkout

Me:Iwilljusthavetoprayaboutit

Nonhle:Yousuremyfriendyoureadyforthis

Me:Iwouldn'tbehereifiwasn't,ihavetotake

controlofmylifeagain

Nonhle:Yallbothpsychologicallyinsaneidlozi

lakhofromnowhereattacks

Me:Wegoingtoworkitout

Ilookathimandheissmilingatme.

Nonhle:Okaygirlingswhenamiseeingyou

Me:Youknowthatkhethosaid

Nonhle:Itoldyoutoletmeslapthatgirl



Me:Sethuisadisrespectfulpieceofshit

Nonhle:NgizomshayafuthphambikwaThobani

Me:Ihavetogo

Samkelo:Andcomebacktowork

IhungupSamkelodarlingyouwilljusthavetodeal.

Mzwakhe

SheservesusbreakfastnotevenNokubonga

makesthisthispictureperfectjuicybreakfast.

Me:Ngiyabongamama

Thobani:WenzeniuSethuPhindile

Phindile:ThatwasaconversationbetweenNonhle

andi

Thobani:Phindile

Phindile:Haiboheisnotaskingmeaboutitwhy

youbotheredbywhatshe'sdoing



Ismile.

Thobani:Iwanttoknowifthisisgoingtocause

problems

Phindile:Thobaniawumetu

Thobani:Okay

Hegetsupandleaves.

Me:Thobani

Thobani:Fuckyou

Welaugh.Iwaswaitingforhertocrackbutshe

kepthercool.Myboyscanmakeyousweatiguess

beingspiritualtamesyou.

Sakhile:Welllovebirdsbyethankyouforthislovely



meal,iwillseeyoulater

Finallysomealonetimewithmybaby.

Phindile

Wewerehavingthetalknow.

Mzwakhe:Youdone

Me:Yeahi'mcomingrightnow

Ilaybesidehimonthecouchhekissesmy

forehead.

Me:Howyouholdingup

Mzwakhe:Happyi'mahappyhappymanforonce

inmylifebecauseofyou

Me:Ohreally



Mzwakhe:Ireallylikeyouanditsnotbecauseof

yourlooks.Letmejustsetafewthingsstraight,ifi

didsomethingorhavehaveaproblemwithwhati'm

doing.Pleaseandthisisanhonestpleasetakeme

upstairsandaddressthesituation,iwillfindaway

tofixit.Ifyougoingtocryandnottalkthanidon't

knowhowyouexpectmetofixit,anotherthing

JamesandSakhilealwayshavetoknowwhereyou

at.Igotanumberofthingsgoingon,ifyouwantto

comehereyoucancomeanytime.JustcallJames,

Sakhileormyself

Isheforrealisthiswhatitslikedatingagangster.

Me:Thosearealotofrules

Mzwakhe:Oneyouneedtofolloworelsewegoing

tohaveproblems

Me:Okay

Wekiss.



Mzwakhe:Iamgoingtofighttilligetitright

Me:Iamgoingtofighttilligetright

Us:Wegoingtofighttillwegetright

Igetontopofhimbuthepinsmedownokay.
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Sakhile

Curiositygotthebestofusididabackground

checkonthiskhethoperson.OnlybecauseThobani

wasannoyingme,ineededtoknowwhatSethuwas

upto.

Thobani:Eyngizoyishayalentombazane

ngizoyibulalangenduku

Me:Ayskhulumyekesheisnotworthitratherend

thingswithher



Thobani:Andshekeepsmeawayfrommychild,

becausethat'sdefinitelywhatsheisgoingtodo

Me:Sincewhenisshefriendswithphilisiwe

Thobani:I'mgoingtokillher

Me:Ihaveanidea

Thobani:Amigoingtolikeit

Me:Yougoingtoloveit

Idon'tknowwhatSethu'sdealisshewillneverand

imeannevergetMzwakhe,notwhilePhindileis

aliveanddefinitelynotwhilei'mstillhere.

Phindile

Mylegwasupandhewashittingitfromtheside.

Me:AhhMzwakhe

Heholdsmylegandpoundshardgroaninginmy



ear.Ifindawaytosneakmyhanddownandrubmy

clit,heremovesmyhandanddoesithimself.

Mzwakhe:EyaMzwakheayithintwainomaikanjan

Herubsvigorouslyandpoundsharderican'ttakeit

anymore,anotherhotwaveoforgasmbuildsup.

Me:OhmyGod..Ahhdon'tstop...Don'tstop

Iwhispertakinginallofhisdickidon'tknowwhat

happenshegoesinsane.

Me:Ahhyesss...Ahhhh...Mmmm

Mzwakhe:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Hesmilesthankissesmewhilegentlymassaging



myclit.

Sakhile

IamnotgoingtostayandlistentoMzwakheand

phindilegettingitonohhellno.Ileftiamsurehe

hasn'tnoticedi'mgonewhichisgoodforme.Ican

dowhateveriwantwheniwant.

Me:Yellowbone

Nonhle:AhSakhile

Me:Hey

Wehug.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Nonhle:Well

Sheshowsmehergymbag.



Me:Youworkout

Nonhle:Sincemygymbuddyisoccupiedatthe

momenti'mbymyself

Me:Maybeicouldjoinyou

Nonhle:Youshoulditwillkeeptheboysaway

Ismilenowondershehasabangingbody.

Nonhle:Whatareyoudoinghere

Me:Likeyoumybuddyaswellisoccupiedatthe

momentandi'mgivinghimspace

Nonhle:Okay

Me:Whereyouheadednow

Nonhle:Itsalmostherbirthdaysoi'mshoppingfor

hergiftwelltwogifts.Mxolisiandherwerebornon

thesamemonth

Me:Heenowonderzithicousinkubonabobabili



theyJunebabies

Nonhle:Youhavenoidea

Me:Whenisyourbirthday

Nonhle:September

Me:Howareyouguysfriends

Shelaughs.

Phindile

Iwassquattingoverhiskneesandhewas

controllingmybouncing,hewasdoingastellarjob

wehaven'tleftthisroomwehaven'teatenanything

justinandoutofeachother.Hestopsjustafteri

cum,hepullshisdickigasp.Hecarriesmetothe

bed,hegotthisconcernedlookonhisface.

Me:Whatswrong



Heislookingatmenotknowingwhattosay.

Me:Mzwakhewhatisit

Mzwakhe:Notsayinganythingnehandidon'tmind,

butgirlsmighthaveaproblemandseeingthatyour

spiritual

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout

Mzwakhe:Babies

Me:What

Mzwakhe:Ididn'tstutter

Me:Youstoppedbecauseyouwanttoaskme

aboutbabies

Mzwakhe:Likeisaididon'tmindweatitallthe

timewhatifyouenduppregnant

Me:There'sotherthingsthathappenbesides

pregnancy

Mzwakhe:Iusecondomsbaby

Me:Youdon'tthinkihavesomething



Mzwakhe:Thetypeofpersonyouareyouwouldn't

haveletmehititraw

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe:Idon'twantyoublamingmefor

unwantedpregnancy

Me:Welliwon'tgetpregnant

Mzwakhe:Ishootinsideofyouallthetimedoesn't

thatworryyou

Me:Youlikeitnjenadoesn'titworryyou

Mzwakhe:Nginemalisisinganakekelaeziwuten

izinganelezi

Me:Wowi'moncontraceptives

Mzwakhe:Uyajova

Me:Noitsonmyleftupperarmtouchit

Mzwakhe:Aymamayinimanjele

Me:Implant



Mzwakhe:Ohisebenzakanjan

Me:Stopsyoufromgettingpregnant

Itsabouttoexpirethoughimustreplaceitfast.I

getupi'mparched.

Mzwakhe:Uyaphimanje

Me:Ngiyophuzaamanzi

Hegrabsmyhandandtossesmeonthebedhe

slideshisdickin.Hestartsthrustingslowlyand

graduallypicksuphispace,beforeiknowitheis

poundingonmehardandi'mlovingeverypoundof

it.

Nonhle

Ididn'tpictureSakhiletobethisgentleandhumble.

Heisabitintimidatingespeciallyhisfriend.



Me:Ididnotexpectyoutobelikethis

Sakhile:Trustmei'mfarworsethanallofthem,you

can'ttellfromallthishandsomenessness

Me:Wowokaydoyouhaveagirlfriend

Heshowsmeapicturewaitaminuteiknowthisgirl,

she'sSamkelo'ssidepiece.

Me:Wowyoufuckingwiththat

Sakhile:Nosheiscelibate

Ichoke.

Me:I'msorrywhat

Sakhile:Shesaysshe'snotreadyforsexyet



IamshockedohmyGod.

Sakhile:Doyouknowherthewayyouchokedits

like

Me:Noiamjustshockedwhowouldwanttobe

deepinyourballs

Sakhile:Icanrespectthatbut

Me:Youhavesomeotherthingsonthesidelines

Sakhile:Eywayibekakhonamommy

Iamgoingtoholdontothisinformationwhenthe

timecomesi'mdefinitelygoingtocashin.

Me:Aycelibacyilovethedicktoomuch

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe



Ibarelydidanythingtoheriamstillgoingtotake

mytimewithher.Sheissleepingpeacefullynextto

me,ineedtofeedherweonlyateeachothershe

mustbedyingofhunger.

Me:Ukuph

Sakhile:Home..Okayi'matthemalliamnot

comingbackandlisteningtoyoufuckingmommy

nothankyou

Me:Whereyougoingtobeat

Sakhile:MyhousewithLindaniandThobani

Me:Okay

Sakhile:Enjoythistimetakecareofher

Me:Sureskhulu

Iheaddownstairs.

Me:James



Theliftopenshestandsinsideleaningarms

crossedlookinglikeasexygrandpaokayJames

Zulu.

Me:Celaungithengeleukudlainyamatobeexact

forPhindileplease

James:Sure

Me:Thankyou

Nowihavetobegbutheisolderthanusandwe

shouldgivehimtherespecthedeserves.

Sakhile

Nonhleisaballoffunyoufeelcomfortablearound

her.Sheisthatlovableandbeautifulto,don'tgetit

twistedidon'twanther.Ayandaalreadyhashis

eyessetonher,hejustneedsthatkicklittlepush

hereandhegother.



Thobani:Yourideaworkedwonders

Me:Toldyouitwould

Ihadtobewithsomeoneiamnotallowedtobeby

myselfbecauseofmypast.Idon'twanttogoback

tothepenthouseandidon'tlikebeinginother

people'shouses,Lindaniwalksin.

Linda:Umuntumelakasakhileuvesanealaleunde

ndende

Me:Ilikeitlikethat

Linda:NihlebanganiuMzwakhenoPhindile

Me:NocanyoubelieveSethustilllingeringover

Mzwakhe

Linda:Igqontilelokudalangambonaumuhlekabi

wenabrawamiuyisbabaneunobuhlebaMzwakhe

Thobani:Correctskhulu



Linda:Lahlalentoleuzitholeleismomondiya

Us:Zikhonatshona

Thobani:Ngizonimbibiza

Welaugh.

Linda:BukasengiyalalafuthaySakhilelendlu

yakho

Me:Awuhlukanenomuziwamimawulalalalahaibo

Welaugh.

Me:Haibongiboneuyellowbone

Linda:Mmmleyonganemfana

Me:Mfethu

Linda:Angikwazinokuthngihalelaukumbona

enqunu



Me:Uzofakhuzeka

Thobani:Uthini

Me:Mommy'sbirthdayiscomingup

Thobani:Oh

Me:WacavaofcourseyouknowihopeMzwakhe

knows

Linda:Okaykeshhhngifunaukulala

Me:Fusegwena

Thobani:Gowanwena

[06/06,10:31] :30

Mzwakhe

Asoftknockemergesfromthedoor.Doesthe

personrealizehowexhaustedandtirediam.

Me:Ubani



"Itsmebroijustwanttotalktoyouguysfora

second"

Me:Lindokuhle

Lindo:Please

Iheadtothebathroomibrushmyteeththanwash

myface.

Me:Ayikwaziukulindalentoofunaukuyisho..

Nokubongawenzanimanje

Sheturnsaroundanditsnotsisnokubonga.

Me:Whothefuckareyou

Her:Goodmorningsiri'mNothandoNzuzaiknowi

saidi'mgoingtowaitfornextyear,butweneedthe

moneyandiwasboredathomeihopeyoudon't



mind

Me:Usizweukuthumuhlebengizokueyhmmubani

yenalo

Sakhile:Remembersisnokubongasaying

somethingaboutafamilythatneedshelp

Ilookather.

Me:Ongibuka

IlookatSakhile.

Me:Whywasidraggedawayfrommyroom

Sheservesthembreakfaststartingwithme.

Me:Noi'mokay



Nothando:Khonaokunyeengakutholelakona

Me:Water

Thabiso:AwudlinganiMzwakheuyagulayini

Me:Angithandi

Linda:Awngiyabongaspawupete

Thabiso:Munikeiplatenzuzo

Me:Idon'twanttoeatyiniinkingayakho

Thobani:Chaishoukuthawufuniukudlaukudla

ongenziwangaimamasimplengekesikwenzeluth

nooffense

Nothando:Nonetaken

Thabiso:Wenana

Me:Lindokuhle

Thabiso:Shouldn'twewaitforeveryone

Lindo:Noeveryonewhoneedstobehereishereso

Thisbetterbegoodformetoleavemygirl.



Phindile

Iwakeupexperiencingareallybadheadache,

wheredidthismangonow.

Voice:Heisdownstairs

Igetupandheadtothedoorislightlyopenitthan

callhisname.Ican'tevenshouthisnamenouse

nowbecauseheisnotgoingtohearme,iclimb

backonthebedandcallhim.Whyami

experiencingtheseheadachesagain.

Voice:Yougoingtobefinenkosazane

Itringsnexttomehelefthisphone.

Me:OhGod



James:Nkosazane

Me:CanyoutellMzwakhetocometohisroom

James:Youdon'tsoundokay

Me:Iamnotokaythere'speopleandhelefthis

phoneplease

Ihungupandlaydownthisisnotgood.

Mzwakhe

James:"Mzwakhephuthumaekamereni

uyadingeka"

Me:Iwillbeback

Irushtomyroom.

Me:Mama



Shecallsmewithherhand.

Me:Kuthiwauyangidinga

Phindile:Hmmm

Me:Mamakwenzenjan

Phindile:Idon'tknowi'mexperiencingaverybad

headache,canyougetmeapainkiller

Me:Okay

Idon'twanttopanicbutsinceheishereletmetake

advantageofit.

Me:Thatowozalashesha

Phindile:IsaidbringmepainkillersnotThato

Mkhize

Me:Shutuppleasecheckherukhalangekhanda

Thato:Okaywhendidyouexperienceit

Phindile:Justnowwheniwokeup



Heinspectheraskingifitwaspainful.

Thato:NgipheithishuMzwakhe

Ienterthebathroomwhatdoesheneedatissuefor.

Hewipesherheadandcomesbackwithabloody

tissue.

Thato:Callanambulance

Me:Whatthatsgoingtotakelong

Ipickherupandblooddripsdownherknowsohmy

Godwhatisthisgirldoingme.

Thato:Don'trunMzwakheyoudon'twanttorupture

whatsalreadybusted,keepherheadstill



Sakhile

WejustarrivedatthehospitalMzwakheislooking

lostwhatthehellhappened.

Me:Skhulu

Heignoresme.

Me:She'sgoingtobeokay

Mzwakhe:Sakhileplease

Ishutupihopehedoesn'tthinksheisgoingtodie.

Heislookingsodistraughthegetsupwalkingaway.

Linda:MlandeleSakhile

Me:Nohewillbefine

Linda:Ofcourseyougoingtosaythat



NonhleandMxolisiarrive.Inowgettoseeher

brothernotbadforaniggerreallynotbad.

Nonhle:Heywecameassoonaswecouldwhat

happened

Mxo:Whereisheiswearifhedidanythingtomy

sisteri'mgoingtobloodytakehisballsout.What

happened

Me:Wedon'tknowhecamerunningdowncarrying

her,followedbyThatoheisaneurologist

Nonhle:Neuroheadright

Me:Yes

Shesighs.

Me:WhatWhatswrong

Nonhle:Letswaitforthedoctor



Mzwakhe

Shewasokaywhenwewenttosleepwhatcould

havecausedbloodtodripdownhernose.Igot

suchafrightandfearedforherlife,thatshitwas

scaryitinstilledfearhecticfearonmeidon'twant

toloseher.

Sakhile:Youokaynow

Iignorehimwhyishetalkingijustwanttoremain

calminthissituation,idon'twanttotalktoanyone.

Me:Thato

Thato:Everythinghmmmdothesehappenoftenthe

headaches

Nonhle:Theypartofherlife

Thato:Noeverythingisfinebutsheslippedintoa

coma



Me:What

Mxo:Whatdidyouruglyassdo

Me:Ifyoudon'tshutupi'mgoingtogiveyoua

reasontoshutup

Mxo:Ohyousteppingupyouwanttostepuptome

Nonhle:Yinileeniyenzayoanikahle

Ithoughtthatwasgoingtoscarehimheis

annoyingandmymainpriorityrightnowisPhindile.

Nonhle:She'snotinacomasheisstuckbetween

spiritualandthisworld.Youneedtodischargeher

thereisnotellingwhenshewillwakeup

Thato:That'sagainsthospitalrulesandi'mthe

doctorherwedealwithfactsandscience

Shelooksatme.



Me:Thatomanjustlistentohersheknows

Thato:Yallknowverywelli'mnotgoingtodo

Nonhle:Unlessyouwantroundtwoofmecandthe

copsfloodingthishospitalyouaregoingto

dischargeherrightthissecond

Sakhile:Iwillgetthedischargepapers

[06/06,10:31] :31

Nonhle

Nodoctororsurgeonintheworldcanhelpherat

thispoint,thedoctorrefusedtolethergo.Shejust

needstolayonherbedandeverythingwillbeokay.

Mxo:Nonhleareyousureaboutthis

Me:Noi'mnot

Theylookatme.



Thato:Ohandyallwantmetolethergo

Me:Areyoucrazyyouthinkiamgoingtoletmy

bestfrienddie.Iknowherandiknowwhatshe

needscontinuekeepingherhereyouwillgetyour

scienceandfacts

Mzwakhelookslikeheisfromoutofspace.

Mxo:Iamherbrotherandi'morderingyouto

dischargeher

Thato:Youcan'tjust

Mxo:IwillsighyourdamnAMAyoudon'tknowher

likewedoshemighthavedisappeared

Mzwakhelooksathim.

"Thato"



Dr:Ehyousaidyounotdischargingher

Thato:Ididn't

Dr:She'sgone

Me:Niyabonakeinkaniyenu

Mzwakhechuckleslookingup.

Mxo:Uthuleunekeamasendeuhambilemanjeusisi

waminxiargh

Hewalksaway.

Sakhile

Thereisnosignofheranywhereitslikeshe

disappearedintothinair.

Linda:ThatouzokubulalauMzwakhe



Welaugh.

Thato:Haibohowwasisupposedtoknowshehas

magicalpowersofdisappearing

Me:Thereisnothingonthesecamerasnothing

Linda:Surekuphiyousurepullupthecameras

fromthepenthouse

Idoshe'slayingonMzwakhebedheenters

jumpingonthebed.

Phindile

Theheavinessliftsoffmybodyistarttofeelmyself.

Ittakesawhileformetocomebacktolife,ifeellike

ihavebeeninacaraccidentandittookforeverfor

Mzwakhetofindme.



Mzwakhe:Phindile

Me:Ukuphungishiyelaningedwa

Mzwakhe:I'mrightheremylove

Heliftsmeuphuggingfordearlife.

Me:Whydidyouletmesleepforthislongkanti

whatdidwedo

Mzwakhe:Youdisappeared

Me:What

ThedooropensNonhleandmybrotherwalksin.

Me:NonoMxolisinenzanilauthinginyamalele

Nonhle:Reallyheiscrazywhathemeansisthat

youwasn'twakinguphepanickedandcalledme,i

calledMxolisi

Me:Ohthatmakesmuchsense



Nonhle:Youknowhowmenaretheyloveto

exaggerate

Welaugh.

Me:Theancestorscalledmeagain

Nonhle:Probablyhewascryinglikeababy

Me:Mymancrylikeababyhighlyunlikely

Mzwakhe

Idon'tunderstandhowdoesshenotremember.

Me:Idon'tgetit

Mxo:Thepointisnottomakeherremember

becausetheancestorsdon'twantherknowingyet

Isigh.



Mxo:Pleaseifyoucan'thandleitbringherback

homewecantakecareofher,nexttime

Me:Therewon'tbeanexttime

Mxo:Mahmmngizothiukuhlalanayeuyaphila

ebekhalangekhandafuth..Ukhonanayeakaqali

veleukusihlukumezaokayma

Hehungsupyoucanheartheworryinhisvoice.

Thatohewasdoinghisjobhehadnocontrolover

whathappened,iamnotgoingtodoanythingto

him.

Mxo:Lizekayeahtellmyboysiwon'tmakeit

Phindileisactingupagain

Hegoesupstairs.IlookatThatohekeepshis

composure,igetup.Hegetsoffrunning.



Phindile

Iknowitroublethemalotbuttheywouldn'tbe

anywherethanhererightnow.Mybrotherhaslostit

heisalwayslikethis,ineverpayattentionhis

tantrums.

Nonhle:WowthisroomisbiggerthanSamkelo's

Me:Iknowrightandwhatannoysmeisthat

wardrobe

Nonhle:Itslooksclassyandexpensive

Me:Oldfashion

Mxo:Ugly

Welaugh.

Me:Thankyouguysforbeingherereally

Mxo:Ngihambe

Me:Doyouwanttochillhere



Mxo:Angifuniumnyamanewakhoangijwayelekabi

Nonhle:Theyalmostfoughtihadtojumpin

Me:Howdidthatgo

Nonhle:Itdidn'tgoMzwakhewaslikeshutup

beforeigiveyouareasontoshutupandhewas

likeohyouwanttohitmenow

Welaugh.

Me:Yousurehedidn'tstepasidebecauseyoumy

brotherthewayhesometimesshoutathisfriends

Mxo:Thatdon'tmatteridon'tcareifheisyour

boyfriendnobodyisgoingtotryme

Me:Phakathwayo

[06/06,10:31] :32

Mzwakhe

Afterthatneardeathscareeverythingjustwent



backtonormal.Mxolisistayedbehindjusttomake

suresheisokayhewasleavingheadingbackto

Singapore,ihopethiswon'tcauseanotherdeath

scare.Lindokuhledisappearedagain,somehow

whateverhehadtosaywasn'ttherighttimetosay

itmybabyalmostdied.Sakhilehadtextedmeher

birthdayiscomingup.Ihavetodosomething

specialforher.

Phindile:Yougoingtotellmewhyyoustaringatme

Me:Thatsmoreofaguythingtosaykantiwenayini

ubeibhincikanje..Okayi'mjustadmiringyou

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:Haveyouthoughtaboutdoingyourhair

Phindile:Idon'tdomyhairiwanttoripitoffthe

momentsomethingisbraidedinmyhair.Iwear

weaveshalfthetimeandshorthair

Me:Okaybutlikecouldyouidon'tknownotlook

likethis

Phindile:Youwantmetogotobedwearingmakeup



Me:Yeah

Phindile:Ithoughtyoulovethewayiam

Me:Idobutyoudatingmenowandwesteppingit

up

Ilaughherhandcansmackmeanyminute.

Phindile:OkayMzwakhe

Herphoneringsihandittoher.

Phindile:Yeah,whyufonangefoniyama.Idon't

knowwhereMxolisiisntombazaneuMxolisi

unemalibonaukuthwenzenjan.Angazinoma

nisukeniqomethinayiniasukaokaykuthiwa

ngenzeikhandalamiokay

Ilaughshe'sgonetolalaland.



Sakhile

WhatihavelearnedaboutMxolisisofarheisvery

impatient,heistheactnowtalklaterperson,since

wearrivedhehasbeenaskingoneofustogo

disturbMzwakhe.Pauseafterwhathappenedlets

givethemabreather.

Mxo:Daveheynoiamcomingyouknowthestory

withmysister,ohbutyoudon'thavetohmmcani

getbacktoyouonthatokayyeahiwillokaybye

Me:WhatdoyoudoinSingapore

Mxo:That'snotyourbusiness

Me:Areyouintosomeshadybusinessruininga

cartel

Mxo:Idon'tfuckwithyoulikethat

Thabiso:Whyyoubeingsodefensive

Me:Yourrunningacartel

Mxo:Heenabaabantubengijwayelakabiiamnot



yourfriendorsomeguyyouthinkyoucan

interrogate

Linda:Interrogatethat'sabigwordwejustasked

whatyoudoing

Me:Yourunningacartel

Mxo:Mxm

Welaughnowayheisnotintoshadystuffthisone.

Mzwakheisintimidatingnomatterhowtoughofa

personyouare,buthestooduptohim.Which

makesmewonderdoeshedealwithillegalstuff.

Mzwakhe:Engabeniphaphanimenzeni

Me:Heisrunningacartel

Hegivesmeadeathstare.

Me:Nomaungangibukakanjalookusalayo



Mxo:IsPhindileawakeihavetoleave

Mzwakhe:Iwouldn'tleaveifiwereyouthatsjust

mebutkenoshehaszonedout,iphilentombazane

manzuzaweenzuzo

Shecomesthroughmyheartstopsbeating.

Nothando:Yessir

Mzwakhe:CallmeMzwakheokayMzwakhe,Ma.M.

Z.W.A.K.H.EMzwakhe

Nothando:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Awubonikengizocelaungenzelelezinto

ukhohlwailaba

Nothando:Whatabout..Okaysengisestoloalready

sir,Mzwakheimean

Helooksatmethansmilesohwhatever.



Phindile

Ijustwantedaquietdaytomyselfican'tevenget

that,iheaddownstairsMzwakhehasdecidedtofall

asleep.Hegavemeallhisbankcardsandtoldme

theymine,doesheknowwhaticandowithall

these.

Lizekacallsme.

Me:Iamcominggirlkantiyini

Lizeka:Ohiwaslookingatthetime

Me:Iamcoming

Ireachundergroundwhoisaccompanyingme.

James:Sakhilei'mleaving

James:Wherewegoing

Me:Uhmtothemall



James:Soprincess

Me:Weworkonourtimenotyoursi'mstill

watchingyouJames.Iknowitsbeenlongand

understandyourpain

James:Hasyourfamilybeenkidnappedandthere's

nothingyoucandoaboutit

Me:Haveyoueverbeengivenagiftandthere's

nothingyoucandoaboutitexactlyletsnotfight

aboutthis

Istillhavenoideawhati'mgoingtodobuthelping

himismyonedirective.

Mzwakhe

Theydisturbmefrommypeacefulsleepwhyare

theyevenhere,ican'twiththeseboys.

Me:Nifunanila

Linda:Youknowwecan'tstayawayfromyou



Me:UzobhebhekaLindaniyezwa

WelaughtheliftsopensiseeThobanifrowning.

Thobani:Whatareyoudoingherewhatisthis

Sethu:Ineedherhelpwithsomethingithoughtit

wouldbeokay

Thobani:.Don'tihaveahouseSethu

Sethu:Yousaidyouwerehereifigured

Me:Skhulu

Thobani:EyngathengakushayauPhindileyezwa

ngobaengathingqondoyakhoayithathikahle

Iamverygoodatactinglikeapersonain'teven

there.Allthetimephilisiwebreakstherules,when

isshefriendswithSethu.

Sethu:Whywouldshedothatanywayscome



Me:Ohi'mgoingtofuckingkillallofyou

Phindile

Iwasreallyoutofitbutmyspirithasbeenliftedupi

doneededtogetaway.

Lizeka:Whatyouthinkaboutthisgoodenoughto

keepMxolisiaround

Whydoesheneedkeepingaroundthesetwoare

marriedhavetwoboys.

Me:Whydoesheneedkeepingaround..Lizeka

Lizeka:Ijustwanthimtostaywithmesometimes

Me:Youraverybadliar

Lizeka:Okayfineheisleavingagain

Me:What

Lizeka:Phindilewait



HowcanMxolisileavewithoutsayinggoodbye

knowinghimhehasalreadyleft.

Me:Takemehome

James:Nkosazane

Mzwakhe

Phindilecanenteratanyminutemostofthemhave

left.Idon'tknowwhattypeofpersonpisbutshe

lookslikeshewillsmackabitch.

Mxo:AwkodwanjalouPhindileuhlezi

engibambezela

Me:Uhambelaniwena

Mxo:Ihaveajobajobthattakescareofmyfamily

Me:DoyourunacartellikeSakhilesaid

Mxo:I'manAIspecialist



Me:Thefuck

Mxo:Whatthehellmadeyouguysthinkiruna

cartellikeseriously

Me:Noonehastheballstostanduptomesohow

muchdoyoumake

Hescoffswowthismanisthedeal,iwonderifmay

babyisassmartashim.Hisphonerings.

Mxo:Uphikantiyouwhat

Theliftopens.

Me:Mamawuuawusemuhle

ShelooksatMxolisireallybad.

Sethu:Sothat'sitnjeyabo



OhGod.

[06/06,10:31] :33

Phindile

Mxolisihasalwaysbeenlikethat,that'swhyhe

sometimesavoidmebecauseheknowshowiget.I

lovemybrothersomuchwhenheleavesmyheart

breaks,butwhatcanisayhehasajobandiam

happythistimehesaidgoodbyeratherthanme

findingouthealreadyleft.

Mzwakhe:Ungidinelwa

Me:Cha

Mzwakhe:Ungizibelanipho

Me:Awuleleyinikanti

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Iamnotmad



Mzwakhe:Okaytellmewhatishoulddoandiwill

doit

Me:Stopdisrespectingme

Mzwakhe:Ididn'tbringher

Me:Whateveryourboysandsocalledgirlfriends

arenotallowedtobehereoratleastwheniam

around

Mzwakhe:Okaycanigetakiss

Myphonerings.

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Mxo:Ungabeusuthiubhutiakangithandi

Me:Iamgoingtomissyou

Mxo:Iwon't

Welaugh.



Mxo:Yourabiggirlyoucanhandleitangithuyajola

wena

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Heyiwasthereforareallylongtimethistime

buti'mneededsis,iloveyouokaybeagoodgirl

andtellthatbitchifhehurtyouimmafryhisballs

Welaughhehungsup.Mylifeisoverwhydidn'the

justleavewithoutsayinggoodbye.

Sakhile

BecauseofSethuthewholecrewisbannedfrom

enteringthepenthouse.Thobaniisannoyed,iwould

betoolikethisgirlistreadingonthinice.

Mzwakhe:Hallowinguys



Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Skhululetitgosheisnotworthitdon't

doanythingtoher

Me:Leavethemalone

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Okaywhatisgoingon

Me:Theheistbaba

Mzwakhe:Idon'twanttodoityazi

Heistestingthemonwhattheygoingtosay

Thabisowillbethefirstonetocomplain,healways

complainsthatone.

Mzwakhe:Yallnotcomplaining

Thabiso:Sothiniphelaangithabantusebeyajola



Helooksatme.

Me:OkayexhibitA

Phindile

Nonhleandiweremeetingatthedancestudioi

havetotellheraboutallsethu'sdoings.Sheisa

disappointmenttoThobaniwedefinitelyneedto

talk,howcansomeonewhohasamanbethis

obsessedwithsomeotherguywhoistaken.

Nonhle:Givemeanh

Me:Hey

Nonhle:Givemeab

Me:Bitch

Nonhle:Heybitch



Wehugihavemissedhersomuch.

Nonhle:Mama

Me:Girl

Nonhle:Yinimanjeuphindewakushiyafuthubaby

Me:AkusiyeuSethu

Sherollshereyes.

Me:I'moutwithuskwizashetellsmeMxolisiis

leavingagain

Nonhle:Usehambile

Me:Yeahiwassohurtanddisappointedbutthat

ain'titSethubroughtthegirlMzwakhealways

sleepswiththeoneisawinmyvisions

Nonhle:Unamanga

Me:Ilostallstrengthididn'tevenfightitididn't

havetheenergy



Nonhle:Inthepenthouse

Me:Inthepenthouseithinkshewantedareaction

outofmeandMzwakhe.Ihadasensethathedidn't

reallypaymuchattentiontoitandthatkindofset

thetoneofhowishouldact

Butdamniwantedtosmackherrightacrossthat

uglyface

Nonhle:HowisThobani

Me:Shamemyfriendweneedtotalktohimand

askwhatisgoing

Idon'tlikethesituationshehasputhiminbut

ZikhonaistheretoextinguishshefireSethuhas

started.

Mzwakhe

Thobaniandiwentforadriveheshouldn'tpayany

attentiontothisridiculousgirl.Herplanoftryingto

getsomethingoutofustotallybackfiredonher.



Thobani:Racetrack

Me:Toblowofsomesteamidon'thavemuchtime

Phindileneedstofindmeathome

Thobani:Brangenaemandleni

Me:Skhulu

Thobani:Ababaningiabakwaziukutholaleyangane

kuningiasedlulekukhonanalamadloziumphathe

njekahle

Me:Kwangathiuyangisongelanje

Thobani:Iam

Ilaugh.

Me:Letsdothispleasedon'tkillmeigotagirlfriend

now

Helaughs.



Phindile

Iarrivehomeafterthatgoodworkoutsession.The

penthouseisemptythat'safirst.Iamnevealone

buti'mhappyioffloadthegroceriesibought,thelift

openshesmiles.

Mzwakhe:Iwon'tlieandsayipicturedyoulikethis

crapbutthisiswhatihavedreamedallmylife

Me:Ncoooh

Ikisshim.

Me:Howwasyourday

Mzwakhe:Itwasgreatmama

Me:Icanseethat

Mzwakhe:Youwhatdidyoudo

Me:Iwentdancingandboughtsomefoodmetup



withNonhle

Myphoneringslizekawhatdoesshewantnow.

Me:Mfazikamfethu

Lizeka:Mxolisihasbeenshotheisinthehospital

rightnow

That'sthelastthingiheardbeforeicollapsed.

Mzwakhe

Iamnotsureifsheisunconsciousorwhat.She

almosthitthewronghard,luckilyiwasthereto

grabherintime.Iwonderifshewillfaintlikethat

formeshouldigetshot,Mzwakhewhatiswrong

withyouherbrotherisinthehospitalandiam

thinkingaboutmyself.



Me:Anyluck

Sakhile:Hiscarwastorchedsomewhereinaditch,

turnsoutheisasshadyastheycome.Heispartof

someorganizationadealwentwrongthey

threatenedhim,heleftfastforwardnyanaivrou

igidlanalomjitaloabatheshanaye

Me:What

Sakhile:Iyincosizakhengenzekezibe

Iwhistle.

Me:Hectic

Sakhile:Iknowwhatyougoingtodo

Me:Itsnotmybusinessshouldtheywanthelpfrom

meiwillbehappytohelp

Sakhile:Mebehlaselaimama

Me:Yabonakengizobesengibulalaumuntu

Sakhile:Howisshe



Me:Idon'tknowimagineifshewasbyherself

hmmmiseenowwhytheysayshetroublesthema

lotayaylosisi

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Philisiwe

Me:Ongiyekengaleyontoiwillsortitoutwheni

havetothisisjusthighschoolbehavior

Sakhile:Onethatcouldlandyousingle

Me:Anginendabaokusalayobobabilingekebaze

bangithole.Ungibekekahleangisonaischaka

esihambasitapainomaubani

Iwon'tentertainthisnonsensehelaughs.
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Phindile



Mymindwasmillionmilesawaymytearskeep

fallingdown,ikeepwhippingmyfacewhowoulddo

suchathing.

Mzwakhe:Mamaicantakeyoutothehospital

Me:Idon'twanttogotothehospital

Mzwakhe:Mama

Hebringsmetohischesticrylouder.

Me:Iseeeverythingwhycouldn'tiseemybrother

indanger

Mzwakhe:Ehlisaumoyagogouzobaright

Me:Ifeellikeifailedhimhegotshotandicouldn't

protecthim

Icouldn'tprotecthimtheycanshowmeMzwakhe

sleepingwithanotherwoman,butcan'twarnme



thatmybrotherisindanger.Whydidtheyevenletit

happen.

Mzwakhe

Thisisbeyondweirdshefellasleepinthemiddleof

cryingandcrushingmyheart,igentlygetoffher

thanlayathrowoverherbody.

Sakhile:Issheokay

Hewhispers.

Me:Idon'tknow

Shewakesupgasping.

Me:Areyouokaydoyouneedwater

Phindile:Ithinkiamgoingtolaydownforawhile



Me:Youdon'twanttogotothehospital

Phindile:Idon'twanttogotothehospital

Shesnaps.

Sakhile:Andthan

Me:IthinktheyhaveaMzwakheandSakhile

relationship

Sakhile:Hectic

Me:Iknow

Ihavetocleanupthemesshemadeihatestupidity

andcarelessness.

Nonhle

ThiscameintoashockicanimaginewhatPhindile

mustbegoingthrough.Herworldhasstoppedthe

wayshelovesherbrothersomuch.Hewasholding



myhandfordearlife,Samkeloandicametocheck

onhimthismorning,thankGodheisawake.

Lizeka:WhereisPhindilesheshouldbehereright

now

Thebondtheyshareisimpeccabletheyrelyon

eachotheralot.Ifsheeversawhimlikethisshe

won'trecover.Evenyoliisdistraughtshecan'tbare

toseeherbrotherinthisstate.

Mxo:Lizekastop

Heevensoundsweak.

Me:Yindabkodwa

Mxo:Longstory



I'msurprisedshedidn'tseethiscomingbecause

spirituallysheisgifted.

Ma:UsefikileuPhindile

Mxo:Celaniyekelentoeniyenzayomunikeni

iskhathiuzoza,akukahlalikuyenaukuth

ngidutshuliwe

Policecomein.

Officer1:Goodmorningweheartoinvestigatewhat

happened

Officer2:Canwespeaktoyouinprivate

HelooksatmehaiboMxolisi.

Me:Idon'tthinkthisistherighttimetobeasking

questionshejustwokeup



Officer2:Helooksfinetome

ThedoctorcomesinohthankGod.

Dr:Okayguysyouhaveoverstayedyourwelcome

mypatientneedstorest

Officer2:Wehere

Dr:Likeisaidmypatientneedsrestandheisnotat

libertytotalkyoushouldhavecamethemomentwe

calledyou

Iseesomeresemblancebetweenthedoctorand

thecool,calmandcollectedofficer.Theysortof

looklikeMzwakhe.

Officer1:Yougoiwilldealwiththis

Officer2:Thankyouigotbetterthingstodo

anyway



Heleaves.

Dr:Unesicefelomuntuwakhowhyareyoupaired

withhim

Officer1:Tellmewhyiamnotinvestigatingyou

Me:Holdupareyallbyanychancerelatedtothat

handsomemanthatlooksexactlylikeyoutwo

Officer:Andwhomightyoubeaskingthose

questions

Me:Noonejustthatmyfriendsisterofhisisa

datingaguywhoalmostlookslikeyoutwobut

apologiesforasking

Mzwakhe

Tobeabletogethimoutofthissituation,ineedto

dischargehim.IenterhiswardasPhamandla

finishesupwithhim.



Mxo:Thankyouforwhatyoudidearlier

Phamandla:Thosetwoareannoyinganyways

Mxo:Yalllookalike

Phamandla:Wegetthatalot

Mxo:Noyalldefinitelylookalike

Nhlakaniphowalksin.

Nhlaka:Bafo

Me:Hmmm

Phamandla:Andhecomesback

Mxo:Whatareyoudoinghere

Me:Icametofetchyou

Mxo:Excuseme

Phamandla:Wedischargingyou

Nhlaka:Givemeonegoodreasonishouldn't

entertainthis



Me:Comeonheismybrotherinlawiwouldhate

forhimtogotojail,bythewaybrawhatastupid

wayofcoveringyourtracks

Nhlaka:Usuyajola

Me:Duhhaven'tyouheard

Nhlaka:Wowthat'sonehellofawoman

Me:Iwanttoshowyoubutwell

Ilaugh.

Phamandla:Anddone

Mxo:Iain'tgoingnowherewithyou

Me:Itwouldbeinyourbestinteresttodowhatitell

youtootherwise,iamtellingPhindileandyour

wholefamily

Mxo:Ohuhlulekileukungishayamanjeusubona

engathungangisongela

Me:Awukhonjemdalakunamipholangiyamtshele



uPhindilenoma

Hechuckles.

Me:Yeahididn'tthinkso

Mybrotherslaugh.

Phamandla:HaaMzwakheusabiswaumuntukanje

Me:Uyangidakelwaloucathingiyamsaba

Nhlaka:Somegirlaskedifwerelatedtoyou

Me:Who

Nhlaka:Omunyenjeumommyoyiyellowbone

Me:Ohawdon'tworryabouthershe'snotathreat

Nhlaka:Ohyouthefriendthat'sdatingherfriendhis

sister

Me:Skhulu



Nhlaka:Ohaykulungilekephelasibaningi

esifanayo

Me:Wenaazishe

Heisactuallyolderthanmeandscaresthefoutof

mebutidon'tcare.

Phindile

Heenterswithmybrothertheyarguingihavezero

toleranceforloudnoisesandscreaming,theybetter

cooldownbeforeismackthebothofthem.

Mxo:Angisiyeumnganiwakhowena

Mzwakhe:Shutup

Hecomesoverandkissesmycheek.

Mzwakhe:Mommyiamsorryileftimbacknow



Me:Iseeyoubroughtcompany

Mzwakhe:Ngekengibenentombiekhalayo

engafuniukukhulumangenxayabantuabangasile

Ilookathim.

Mxo:Canwetalk

Me:Idon'twanttotalktoyou

Mxo:Whyuyangiphakamelamanjephambikwe

boyfriendyakho

IgetupalmosthittinghimMzwakheholdsme.

Me:UngijwayelakabiyezwaMxolisi,uvumele

umhoboloukungenaekhanda.Ufakeimpiloyethu

encuphenimaseuyaphindelaekufenifuth,ey

unenhlanhlaangiyibonangayonkelento.Angifuni

ukukhulumanawemengakwenzalokho

ngizokugqemaingozi



IlookatMzwakheheletsgoofmeiheadupstairs.

Me:UyajwayelawenaMxolisiangaziucabanga

ukuthngiyislimayiningizokukhahlekuyobhosha

obozo

Sakhile

Phindileisscarywhenshe'sangrythatdeepvoice

wasenoughtorattleme,iliterallythoughtshewas

tossMzwakhetothesideandfuckingmurder

Mxolisi'sass.

Mzwakhe:Ngimtsheleliukuthathulewenzanyena

Me:Uzobhoshaobozobaba

Welaugh.



Me:Wefoundsomeinformation

Mzwakhe:Verydamaginginformation

Thobani:Youknowthisguy

Mxo:MongeziV

Me:Whydoesthatsoundfamiliar

Mzwakhe:Rightanywaysadealwentwrongright

andhedecidedtotakeyouout

Thobani:Whatshisaffiliationwithyourwife

Helaughsslowlythangetslouderandlouderand

boomhisgone,weseriouslylaughatcrazinessbut

thisisserious.

Me:Doyouknowtheyhavinganaffairokayiguess

thatstoomuchinformation

Thobani:Allinthisfile

Weheadtothekitchen.



Me:Ngazengalambaumommyakaphekanga

Nothando,Thando

Westareathim.
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Aweeklater

Phindile

Mzwakhewasn'thappyaboutmegoinghomehe

pulledafit,gavemeonethousandreasonswhyi

shouldn'tleave.Wemarriediamdonegivinghim

thefivestartreatment,ican'ttellwhenilefthome.

Nonhle:Whatwedoingtomorrow

Me:Iamgettingold

Nonhle:Phindile



Me:Idon'twantanycelebrationidon'tthinkican

handlethatmanypeoplenotafteridramakaMxolisi

Hecamewithsomedamminginformation.Icannot

believehewouldthinkthatthesecutelittleboys

werenothis.Iwouldhaveknownoratleastpicked

uponit,hedidaDNAtesttheresultsshouldcome

anytimesoon.Weaskedforathoroughtestingand

Mzwakhewaskindenoughtohelpspeedupthe

process.

Me:Ijustwantsimplemeatanddrinks

Nonhle:Boring

Mzwakhe

Imisshernowcanshecomebackalready.But

anywaysitisdoingusjustice,wedon'thavetoget

usedtoeachotherthanweendupbreakingup.



Phamandla:Yourtestresults

Me:Aretheyhis

Phamandla:100percentpositive

Me:OhthankGod

Icallher.

Phindile:Sthandwasam

Me:Mommy

Phindile:Sengiyathandwafuth

Me:Nokodwakethetestresultsareback

Phindile:IamstillthereAunt

Me:100percentpositive

Sheexhales.

"Arethosethetestresults"



"Auntie"

Phindile:Heybabiesninjantshelaniugogoanigeze

sohamba..Thankyousomuch

Me:Anytimemylove

"Haaangisalinjenami,ngamanengayiwa"

Me:Ubaniloyo

Phindile:NgihlezinoNonhleokaybabybye

Sakhile:ShouldigoorsendJames

Me:Iwillgo

Nonhle

ItsalwaysnicebeingwithPhindileigettogetaway

frommymessysituation.Acarpullsupthatmust

beourridemyfriendisleavingthelifehere,ever

sinceshehadthisgiftshehasbeentreatedlikea



queen.

Phindile:Okayletusgo

Weheadout...WegetinthecaranditsMzwakhe.

Phindile:Youubaniloweeay

Boys:SifunaukuhlalanoAuntie

Weswapseats.

Mzwakhe:Seatbeltsplease

Boys:Yebomalume

Hesmiles.



Me:AyiyinganezaMxolisi

Phindile:Iyaphilakemuntuwami

Mzwakhe:Ngobasengikubonileinhliziyoyamiithi

cosololo

Me:Ahhyoucan'tbecutewiththisgirl

Hestartsthecaranddrivesof.

Mzwakhe

Haveagirlfriendtheysaidtheseancestorsgotno

timingthroughouttherideshewaszonedout.We

gottothemallandeverythingwasexciting,they

wereshoppingandshoppingandshoppingand

shopping.Isawhergrabbingafewthingsforme

andmaybeMxolisi,ihaveneverimaginedmy

happinesstobeanythinglikethis.

AftershoppingwewenttospurMxolisihaslovely



kids,itsunlikehim.Heispassive,loud,

confrontationalandcrazy.

Mj:SiyabongaAuntie

Ismileshegivesthembothakiss.

Me:Quietwellmanneredkidsheisraising

Nonhle:Theyamazemesometimes

"Siswamiomuhle"

Mj:Bababukangitholeni

Mxo:Yazeyayinhlemfanawami

Phindile:Ukuph

Mxo:I'minrecovery



Sheturnsthephonearound.

Mxo:Awuyithandilendodayakhoembi

Welaugh.

Me:Awmfethu

Mxo:Ngizobuyakusasaungasabi

Phindile:Whatyougoingtodoabout

Mxo:Asiyixoxesobabilileyomfaziwamikodwa

uvumelakanjanusiswamiejolenalomnyamane

Phindile:Mxolisiokaybyesaybyedaddy

Ididn'tevendoanythingwrongtohim.

Phindile

Afterlunchwewentandplayedgamesboydidwe



havealotoffun.MjandMvelohavefallenasleep.I

amgladtobehomethecarparksontheside.

Nonhle:Iwilloffload

Mzwakhe:Iwillcarrytheboys

Me:Haibobavusebezihambele

Mzwakhe:Itsokaymama

Iremaininthecarwhiletheybusywiththat.

Me:Whataday

Nonhle:Youleavingwithhim

Me:No

Shenodstakingthelastsetofshoppingbags,

Mzwakhecomesdownandclosestheboot.



Mzwakhe:Whataday

Me:Tellmeaboutit

Mzwakhe:Manjeuhambanami

Me:Cha

Mzwakhe:Awkodwamommy

Istepoutofthecarandgotohisside.

Me:Ngizobuyengikubonembhem

Mzwakhe:Iamgoingtomissyou

Me:Don'tlieyoujustwanttosleepwithme

Mzwakhe:Duh!

Hegrabsmyneckandwekiss.

Mzwakhe

Idon'twanttoruinmydaybutigottosortsome



thingsout.Sheopensthedooriletmyselfin,she

comestomeandwrapsherarmsaroundmyneck

andkissme.Ihappilyobligeshesendsmetothe

chairandstraddlesme.

Me:Youhavebeennaughty

Siwe:Whatyougoingtodopunishme

Shetakesoffmyjacketiholdbothherwrists.

Me:UhlanganseninoSethu

Shelooksdown.

Me:NgizokubuzafuthuhlanganiseninoSethu

Hereyeswanderaround.



Me:Okaylalelakemunuyabonalentobiyenzeka

phakathikwaminaweiphelilenyasuka

phezukwamisukaman

Shegetsofcryingiwon'tbedisrespectedlikethat.

Siwe:Wait

Afamiliarsoundbuzzesinherroomichuckleand

walkout.
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Phindile

IamvigorouslypulledoutofbedbyNonhleshe

runswithmeoutside.

Me:Yinikwenzenjan

Nonhle:Look



Icovermymouththewholeyardisfilledwith

hydrangeas.

Me:Haibo

Nonhle:Eachbouquetisaccompaniedbyaboxof

lindtchocolate

Me:What

Myphonebeeps.

Me:"Lookupinthesky"

Nonhle:HappybirthdaymommyohmyGod

Shescreamsandactshilarious.

Nonhle:Hehastickedalltheboxes



Idon'tknowhowamisupposedtoacttothis,no

manhaseverdoneanythingthisspecialforme.I

covermyface.

Mzwakhe

Theexpressiononherfacepriceless.

Sakhile:LookatNonhleyouwouldswearsheisthe

onewhogottheflowers

Thobani:AhmanngiyojabulamhlazaneuAyanda

wayithathalengane

Me:Zithinivele

Thobani:Hedoesn'tdeserveherthat'sallicansay

Thecrewwalksinweswitchofthemonitors.

Thato:Akukhoukudlalaykhaya



Senzo:Awudlangayinikwakho

Hecomesandlaysonmyshouldergivingme

puppydogeyes.

Me:Yewenangazongijwayelakabi

Heputshishandunderneathmines.

Me:HaiboThato

Hefrowns.

Me:Imamanjealiyenzilentooyenzayo

Itakeoutmyphoneandorder.



Thato:Ahahngifunalokho

Me:Ngizokukhahlela

Thato:Mzwakhe

Me:Haibo

Helooksatmeagainwithpuppydogeyes.

Me:Heeayi

Thabiso:Andthanwena

Thato:AyThabisoongiyeka

Phindile

Mxolisi:Andthannonsenseyanilegcweleejaridi

umuntuakasakwainokuhambaubhizi,unyathelana

namahlamvu

Me:Awukahle



Mxolisialwayshassomethingnegativetosay.He

can'tcomplimentwithoutfindingfaultinthat

something.

Nonhle:Asikhohliweveleuyibhinci

Mxo:Sukahappybirthdaymynunguluzahappy

birthday

Me:Stop

Icallhim.

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Uzamaukungibulala

Mzwakhe:Ngankodwamommy

Me:Theflowers,chocolatethemessageinthesky

allforme

Mzwakhe:Flowersididn'tsendyouanyflowers

ngihlanganaphinezimbali



Me:Babe

Mzwakhe:Iamgladyouhappy

Me:Amiseeingyoutoday

Mzwakhe:Ukukbonakwamiukuthuzela

Mxolisi:Udakiwe

Me:Ngiyabongakakhulu

Mzwakhe:Okaymommy

Hehungsup.

Me:Really

Mzwakhe

Thefoodarrivesherunstothelift..Fewminutes

laterhecomesback.

Nothando:Canigetyouanythingsir



Thato:Aplateofyougorgeousness

IlookatSakhileandheisfrowning.

Thato:Hmmuvelaphi

Nothando:Athousandrandforyouranswer

Helooksatuswelaugh.

Nothando:Youknowwhatsathousandrandright

Thato:Babyicangiveyouallthethousandsrands

intheworldyouneed

Nothando:Reallyyoudon'tlooklikethetype

Thato:Ohnoyoudidn'thoneyiamrichigotajob

Nothando:Iwouldn'tpictureyouaninetofive

Thato:Ehbafethuubaniloforyourinformation

Madamiamaneurologist



Nothando:Againdon'tlooklikethetype

Shewalksawaywelaugh.

Sakhile:WeThatowena

Hewasabouttogointerrogateher.

Me:Okayguyswozanike

Thato:Aywenzanangithkadeningihlekagetaway

frommyfood

Thabiso:Whatisthisabout

Me:Whyaremybuzzersinsomebodyelse'shouse

Thabiso:Youcalledusforthat

Me:Iwanttolookyallintheeyeswhyaremy

buzzersinsomebodyelse'shouse



Theykeepquiet.

Me:Nathulamanjeaningiphendulinganiangifuni

ukudiniwekuzalwaimediyamingimnandiyabo

ningangicasuli

Thabiso:Sakhile,Thobaninathulamanje

mpenduleni

Thobani:Manjeelamiigamalingenaphi

Melusi:Angithphelaninaniyikhulunaziyonkinto

Thobani:Ncooohmanjekukphathakabilokho

Me:Eyfokof

Ipulloutmydetonater.

Me:Ifipressmythumbhereeveryoneisgoingto

blowupexceptformeifyoudaregetupiamgoing

toblowthissuckerup.Nowtellmewhyaremy

buzzersinsomebodyelse'shouse



Itriedtalkingtothemcalmlytheyignoredmenow

theypissedmeoff.Thosebuzzerscanputmeinjail,

whataretheydoinginphilisiwe'shouse.Myphone

beeps.

Me:Ubaniothethintaifoniyamiwena

HelooksatMelusi.

Thobani:Ohngiyaxolisabengitheyami

Me:Chazaukuththintaifoniyami

Thobani:Hadeskhulu

Theylaugh.

Thabiso:Canwegonow

Me:Fuseganizinja



IheadtomyroomiamgoingtokillMelusibutiam

goingtosetupanicetrapforhimtohanghimself.

Sakhile

Thosearehightechbuzzersstateoftheartifthey

landinwronghandsyohMzwakheisdoomed.

Someleftsomestayedbehindandtheywere

turningtheplaceup.

Nka:UselungiseizintonoPearlyini

Me:Pearlhaibonanguumuntuedakwa

Thabiso:Kantiamabhazaanilawo..Ohlawa

Me:Yeah

Thabiso:Yoh

Me:UzoboshwauMzwakheforiminyaka

Mzwakhe:Nisala

Me:Goingsomewhere



Mzwakhe:Itsmygirlfriendsbirthdayhowcaninot

goandshe'sdefinitelywaitingtoseeme

Me:Oh

Mzwakhe:Ican'ttakeyouguyswithmeohGodwhy

can'tyouguysletmedateinpeacemxm

Me:Younevergoingtowinwiththisgroup

Thabisoisalreadystandingbytheliftwelaugh.

Phindile

Thebraaiisunderwaywecollectedallthe

chocolateandhadtoputitintherefrigerator,itwas

ablueskysunnydaythechocolatewasmelting.

Nonhle:Ohmyfriend

Me:Stopit

Mxo:Manjesohambaphiazingeniswangani

lezimbali



Nonhle:Hehastickedalltherightboxes

Ma:Heeningabeseningishiyanomthwaloomngaka

engathumakotiofikaemzini

WelaughLondiecomesscreaming.

Londie:Ngizeleisthombenje

Abunchoffancycarspullup.

Nonhle:Ubanimanjelaba

Sakhileisthefirstpersontostepoutofthecar,

thanthewhitecarpullsup,irunoutidon'teven

givehimachancetopark.Iopendoor.

Mzwakhe:Mamaimaphelahaibo

Me:Hey



Mzwakhe:Awulungilekodwamama

Wekiss.

Mzwakhe:Ngitheangifikephelangoba

mengafikangaubuzokwatelaintoengekhoand

ngiyajabulaukuthngifikile

Me:Come

Mzwakhe:Ngifikenabafethu

Me:Bebezokubangelaiscefevele

Mzwakhe

Iwaskindofnervousaboutthiswholething

howeversheismakingmeandmypeopleas

comfortableaswecanbe.Theflowerslookmagical

theyturnedoutwaybetterthanianticipated.

Mxo:Weee



Welaugh.

Ma:WabuyangezinyawoiphiimotoMxolisi

Mxo:Gcinohaibomangifikalaphakuvaliwe

ngiyamfonelauSamkeloakayiphenduliifoni

Nka:Nonhle

Nonhle:Nkanyisohaiboumhlabaumncane

AssheabouttohughimMxolisipullsherhand,i

shakemyhead.

Nka:Ujolanaleladarki

Me:Don'tmakemekillyounow

Nka:HaiboMzwakhe

Heissmiling.Mybabycallsmetotheside.



Phindile:IneedafavoruJamesengakwazi

ukuhambisauma

Me:Ofcoursemylovesoamibeingintroduced

haibongiyadlalanjaloPhindile

Shitmeandmybigmouth.
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Phindile

IturnedmotherovernightMjandMveloarehectic.

MxolisiwentbacktoSingaporeintheearlyhoursof

themorning.

Mvelo:Auntiebukasitholeni

Me:Yinimanjele

Theyshowmesometypeofwire,wheredidthey



getthisnowhmmthesekidswillbetoomuchfor

me,withmomgoneyoliatworkcan'treallydepend

ondad.Nonhlewasleavingmeiamseriouslygoing

tohaveamentalbreakdown.

Myphonerings.

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Hmm

Mzwakhe:Whatstheproblem

Me:Iwantyou

Myvoiceechoesonthebackground,thanihear

Nonhlescoldingtheboys.

Me:Mzwakhebhengu



Helaughs.

Me:Explainyourself

Mzwakhe:Eishmama

Me:Youknowwhatdon'tiamexhaustedenoughto

listentolousyexplanations

Mzwakhe:Uyaphilakodwamabhebeza

Me:NgathingqondoyamiihlangahlangeneMxolisi

uhambileumaakekhoyabonanje

Mzwakhe:Youcancomeoverihavelotsofgadgets

thosesmartypantswilllove

Soundstemptingbutican'tiwillseehimsome

othertime.

Me:No

Mzwakhe:Awkodwa

Me:Mekungihlulauzobonanaweukuthmele



ungilandeihavetogocallmelaterbye

Mzwakhe

Shehungsupilaughthesenaughtykidshow,what

weretheyevendoingforthemtofindthose

listeningdevices.Thepointofalisteningdeviceis

someonenotknowingitsthereandlisteningtoyou,

theyuselessnow.Iamgladshedidn'ttakeoffense

orgotmadaboutit,imustfindawayagaintohave

theminstalledagain.Withoutthemfindingout.

James:Ithoughtitoldyouidon'twanttobeapart

ofanythingyougotgoingon

Me:SekuyinimanjeJames

James:Whydidyousendmeinthemiddleof

nowhere

Me:Phindileaskedmetohelpherandiagreedyou

realizeyouweretravelingwithmymotherinlaw

James:Don'taskmetodoanythingthatisnot

relatedtomyjobafterhours



Me:Okay

Thereisnousearguingwithhimheisbloody

annoyingandinfuriatingme.

Nonhle

Iambackinthishellholehisbrotherswerehere

andihadtoactlikeamakoti.Istilldon'tgetwhere

hewas,becausehetoldmehewillbearoundwhen

MxolisicomestofetchPhindile'scar.

Andile:Ahhkadenganigcina

Sabelo:Youbacknow

Andile:Ayiambacklittlebroi'mback

Hecomesthroughlookingmadiamnotsureican't

readhisfacialexpressions.



Sam:Ithoughteverythingwasgoinggoodbetween

us

Me:Theyare

Sam:Okaythanwhyareyouposingwiththeenemy

Me:Itsjustapicture

Sam:Nonhle

Me:Thereisnoescapinghim

Sam:What

Me:HeisdatingPhindile

Igrabhisphoneandgetonpinstagramaccount.

Andile:Everythingokaythere

Sam:Yeahbreakfastisalmostready

Me:Whydidn'tyouopenthegateforMxolisiyou

knewhermotherwasgoingaway

Sam:Ittotallyslippedmymindwehadtogofetch

Andilesoshe'sdatingMzwakhe



AndileandMzwakheareknowntobesworn

enemies,Andilehastriedtosellmebutnotthis

time.Igottheperfectescapeandtheywon'teven

seemecoming.

Phindile

Ijustwanttoflymyselfallthewaytothepenthouse

imisshimandhiscraziness.MxolisiandNonhle

goneiambored,usuallyisleepateverychancei

getbutnowican't.

Igetavisionofawomancelebratingvictorywith

anotherman.TheyfinallygotMxolisiwherethey

wanthim,iheadtomyroom.Whenigetthere

Mzwakheandthisgirlaregettingiton,myknees

failmeicollapse.

Voice:Thetimehascome

Voice:Yousureaboutthis



Voice:Itsnowornever

Iblackout.

Nonhle

Mxolisicallsme.

Me:Heybaby

Theycrying.

Me:MxolisiwhatiswrongMvelo

Sam:Kwenzakalan

Me:Idon'tknowtheycryingandtheyby

themselves

Sam:What



Hegrabshiscarkeys.

Me:Mxolisiokaystayonthephoneiamonmyway

okaymyboy

Mj:Akavuki

Me:Ngisendlelenibafanabami

ItrytoputMzwakheonaconferencecallhisphone

goesstraighttovoicemail.

Sam:ShouldicallMxolisi

Me:Nothatwillputhimonpanicmode

Sam:Whatiftheyalreadycalledhim

Iholdmyheadishouldn'thaveleftheralone.

[06/06,10:33] :38



Mzwakhe

Shewaswhippingmereallybadthesamewayi

dealwithpeople,takingoutallofherfrustrationon

me.Itwasamistakeaweakmomentmy

irreversibleflaw.Shestopswheniamnolonger

moving,ifeelliquidbeingpouredonmyneckiturn

aroundinagony,islowlyopenmyeyesshelights

upamatchandthrowsitatme.

Iwakeupscreaming.

Me:Phindile

Iholdmyhead,ireachformyphoneandcallher

voicemail.

Me:Fuck

Nonhle



AspredictedbySamkelotheboyscalledtheirfather

hewasonthefirstflightoutofSingapore.Whenwe

foundhershewaslayingonthefloorunconscious,i

shouldn'thaveleftheralonetheboyswentthrough

averytraumaticexperience.

Sam:Coffee

Me:Thankyou

Sam:Mxolisi

Mxo:Idon'twantyourstupidcoffee

MyphoneringsideclinedhiscallPhindile's

outbursthassomethingtodowitheitherhimor

Mxolisi.Thananothernumbercallsme,herphone

rings.

Mxo:Nonhlebambaamafoninomauwacishe

Ihavenochoicebuttoputthemonairplanemode.



Mzwakhe

Youknowitsbadwhenthebestfriendisignoring

yourphonecalls.Thatdreamfeltrealitfeltsoreal

mybodyisinpainandican'treachher,idecideto

callherbrother.Iknowhewillskinmealivebuti

needtoknowwheresheisandifsheisokay.

Mxo:Hello

Me:HeyMxolisiimina

Mxo:Ufunani

Me:Kadengizamaukumfonelaiyincingo

akazibambiandngiyawabonaamamisscall

aNonhle

Mxo:Ngekeakwaziukukhulumanefoni

njengamanje

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Kuyokusizakungabiwenaimbangelayayo

yonkelentoeyenzakalayo



Me:Mx

Hehungsup.Iexhale.

Sakhile:Youfuckedupagain

Me:HasNonhlesaidanythingtoyou

Thobani:Shesaidsheisunconscious

Me:Shewhat

Thobani:Whyubungaphenduliifoniyakho

Sakhile:Kwenzeken

Thobani:Shewasunconscioustheboyswere

cryingnoonewasaround

Myheartstartsbeatingoutofitschest.

Phindile

Iwasawakenowistillhadmyeyesclosed.My



bodywasstrong,ifeltpowerful.Ididn'tappreciate

theancestorsputtingmeinthatposition,wheni

wasalonewiththeboys.Butitwasbetterthatway

thanbreakingdowninfrontofthem.

MypoorboysthoughtiwasdeadMzwakheand

Mxolisiwillbethedeathofme,iturnaroundandlay

still.

Nonhle:Nono

Iturntheway.

Nonhle:Mausebuyile

Mxo:Sisigcino,gcinoNonhle

Nonhle:Isaidsheisbacknotawakesheisnow

respondingtomyvoice



Iamgoingtocuthiminhalfandburnhisbody.

Sakhile

Thobani:Isaywehitthemhereandthanusethis

roadasanescaperoute

Me:Toomanycasualties

Thobani:OkaySakhileyiniinkingahlampeunecebo

elingcono

Me:Asiyishayelasiphumenayola

Thobani:Inthemiddle

Me:Thatsthesafestwayandtogetoutquickly

Thobani:Mzwakheuthini

Ilookathimandijustwanttosmackhiminthe

face.

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Yiniohbenithini



Me:Mxmsoyishayala

Thobani:Izowazinganiphomeleihambala

Me:Iwillfigurethatout

Thobani:FineLindaniineedyourcrazyassback

here,Ntandouyaziskhulu

Thabiso:CanyoudothiswithoutJames

Me:SiphilangoJamesyinimelesizesincele

amasendeakheatheshenathi

Thabiso:Imakemanjethinasingenaphi

kumsanganokamnganiwakhohaiboaycha

nisijwayelakabiandminaleangekengiyimele

Healwaysdoesthisandthereisnothingwecando

tohelphim.

[06/06,10:33] :39

Nonhle

ThisisanewlevelofbreakdownforPhindile.She



hasgonecrazy.Iwakeupshe'snotinbedwelook

forherandshewasoutsidewashingthefacebrick

nowsheisinsiderepaintingthewalls.Sheisbeing

immunetosomethingandshuttingtheoutside

world.

Mxo:Phindile

Ma:MyekenaweMxolisiuzomcasula

Me:Kuyathusakonakodwakujwayelekile

Mxo:ThisisnotnormalNonhledidthisMzwakhe

dosomething

Me:forgetaboutuMzwakheandfocusonyour

sisterandmakingsuresheisokay

Mxo:Igotajobandbeinghereisafineforme

Ma:Angiboniukuthmeleuhambauyakudinga

uyanidinganobabili

Me:Mxolisimayhaveapointifweleavemaybeshe

willcometohersenses

Ma:Nonhlesobabilisiywziakusiloiqinisolelo



Hermindisfarawayandnotintouchwithreality.

Whatisthesolutiontothis.

Mzwakhe

Ifsheisnotgoingtotellmeanythingandtheynot

sayinganything.Iamgoingtohavetoassume

everythingisokay,mylifecan'tstopandnurse

emotionsofsomebodywhocan'tcommunicate

withme.

Theycallheragainijustdon'tunderstandreally,

theydropthecall.

Thobani:Nonhle

Nonhle:Hey

Thobani:Whatisgoingon

Nonhle:PhindileMzwakheisonthephonemaybe

youwanttosaysomethingtohim,hemissesyou



Whyisshepainting.

Mxo:Phindilepleaseiwoulddojustaboutanything

togetyoutotalkevenifitsoneword

Nonhle:Wellasyoucanseethere'snocontrolwe

justwatchingher

Me:Phindile

Shepausesforasecondthancarrieson.

Nonhle:Youdidsomethingdidn'tyou

Me:Ngizowazinganukuthngenzenimengabe

mnikaziwendabaengasholuth

Shehungsup.

Me:Ahbringmyphonebackngilokhengincengana



nenonsensesuka

Phindile

Mymindwasgonetheancestorstookoverthat

wouldexplainmystrangeforothersbutnormalfor

mebehavior.Idon'tknowwhereandhowigotthe

strengthtodoallthis,icouldnowturnintoasnake

canitgetanyscarythanthat.

Mxo:Lokhukungaphezukwamilokhumele

ngihambe

Nonhle:Mxolisi

Mxo:Ifyounotgoingtotalkthanimightaswell

leave

Ma:WenaMxolisinjalomasekukubiuyabaleka

awukwazinjeukubonaukuthudadewenuudinga

uthando.Kungihlukumezakabiukubonaingane

yamiiseyinhlungwiniengazazinayo,nokuth

simusizeayinqobelentowenaufunaukuhamba



IwipemytearsastheyfallliketheNiagarafalls,i

wasn'tcryingbecauseofthat.Butthereitisagain

MzwakheandthisSiwe.

Mxo:Rogeryeahlistenimgoingtobeworkingfrom

homepleaseemailmeeverything.Mysisterisnot

feelingwellandtellDaveto...really....Ohawesome

iwillseeyouthanokaybye.Maungashokanjan

ukuthanginendabanosisiwami

Hehugsmeandijustletitallout.

Mxo:Okaygcinongiyaxolisaangiyindawoyezwa

Sakhile

Ican'tsayiamsurprisedhehasalwaysbeenlike

this.Hewillneverconsideryourfeelingsunlessyou

bringituptohim,andexplainingAbandCandhe

willmanagetosolveXandY.



Me:Yougoingtoloseher

Mzwakhe:Thansobeithowamisupposedtofix

somethingidon'tknow

Me:Mzwakheitistimeyouletthatgocan'tyousee.

Sheisdifferenteverythingaboutthisrelationshipis

different,whydoyouhavetoruinitwithyourstupid

mentality

Heignoresmeheknowsiamrightbutbecausehe

ishimhewon'tlisten.

Me:Aychaunesicefemanayhawuyousleeping

aroundwithSiwehaveyouforgottenshesees

thingsbeyondthehumaneye.Exactlycontinuenot

givingafuck,continueshowingherhowmuchofa

dickyouare

Aphonerings.



Me:Switchofthatbloodything

Thobani:Hello...Forwhenawesomegiveherphela

whatevershewants...Dramaticufikilelaphookay

Siphoalrightskhulu

Me:Youfoundawaytocleanupthemoney

Thobani:ThisweekendcabangaahhPhindileis

goingtomakeusrichbaby

Me:Everyoneready

Thobani:Ntandouthiakayitholiimishini

Me:Okayheistheonlythingwewaitingon

Thobani:Icango

Me:Skhulu

Mzwakhe:Whereyougoing

Me:Ohnowyouhaveavoicenowyouwanttosay

something

Mzwakhe:Thobaniuyaphi



Hestandsup.

Nonhle

Shewasdonewithhercrazinessandwassleepingi

cangohomenow.

Mxo:Kuwumngqondoomuhlekodwaukuth

uhambemfaziwami

Sam:I'mherei'mhere

Welaugh.

Me:Everythingisfineifitsaproblemthanshe

wouldstopme

Mxo:Samkelothankyouforcomingthroughman

Ma:Syabongakakhuluukumshiyayedwahmm

Me:Ningabenisakhathazekakonkekukahle



Whatamisayingwhatiamaskingthemistoo

muchevenforme.

[06/06,10:33] :40

Phindile

Iwakeupbombardwithtressandleafs.Iaminthe

forestagain,igetupdustingmyselfandtakethat

longwalktofreedom.

Iarriveatmydestinationthisisthepointwhere,the

groundstartsshaking.Thegushofwatercomingin

theleftandthesnakeontheright,howeverthat's

notthecasetodaythewaterandsnakearehere

beforeme.Whatisgoingon.

Me:Hello..Hello

I'mspeakingicanfinallyspeak.



Me:Isthereanybodyhere...Helpmeplease

Myvoiceechoesthewaterstartsbubblingupidon't

likethewayitisgushingandsplashinglikethat.

Thesnakeliftsitsbodyupthewaterisscaringme,

suddenlyitisboilinghot.Idon'tlikethisnotonebit

iruntothesnake.

Iopenmyeyesiamswimmingunderwaterwaiti

can'tswim.Idrownifighttheimpossibleican't

breathe,itrymylevelbest.Astrongforcepullsme

outicough...

Man:Hi

Helooksfreakishlyhandsome.

Him:Thankyou



Didhejustreadmymindarethosegrayeyes.

Him:IamSizwewelcometotheriver

Wasn'tiintheriveralready.

Sizwe:Noyouwerenotbutthat'sokay

Ishereadingmymind.

Sizwe:Noyoujustthinkingoutloud

Me:Stopit

Hehelpsmeupwowheissofine.

Sizwe:Iknow



Sakhile

Heisstartingtorealizethisisserious,itisstarting

toworryhimhetriedtoacttoughbutlikeisaidthis

isdifferent.Theweakisalmostoverandshehas

notcontactedhim,imyselfisstartingtogetworried

butidon'twanttopanicandassumeanything

withoutfacts.

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:AyThabisoawukahle

Thabiso:Whatisgoingonhedoesn'tlookokay

Me:Stopit

"Sakhile"

Me:Sure

James:"Iamleavingnowcheckthecoast"

Me:Whereyougoing



James:"Inkosazanecalledmesoiamleaving"

Me:Okaydoyouwantustoswitchoryougoodfor

theday

James:"Anythingtobeawayfromyouguys"

Me:Aw

Thabiso:Ubaniinkosazane

Me:Phindile

Themomentisaidthathebecamealive.

Phindile

Iamweirdastheycomeistillcannotbelieveican

turnintoasnakeofallthingsandthatthese

ancestorschoosemetobeaqueen.Iamyettofind

outaboutmymission,iamhopingitwon'tbeas

rockeyasmyrelationship.

Me:IamfineNonhleletsjustfocusonthesurprise



party

Nonhle:OkayiliketheenergyMzwakheyena

Me:Iwillseehimlaterrightnowwesomeshopping

todo

Nonhle:Soyouactuallylikeseeseetheguydoing

thedirty

Me:Alltheirmoansandgroansalthoughitsjust

smashingbuttheirbodiesarestillconnectingand

sheispretty

Nonhle:Andyouareabombassbitchdon'tsell

yourselfshorthoney

Sam:Canihugyou

Me:Hey

Wehug.

Sam:Youcomingbacktowork

Me:Samkelofornowyoucontinuebeingaboss



Sam:Notedsowhatarewedoing

Me:Formalblacktie

Nonhle:Haveyoutalkedtokhetho

Me:Hesaidgirlitsnotthatdeep

Welaugh.

Sakhile

Idon'twantgirlsthinkingiamtheirbestfriend

especiallythisone.

Me:IamnotMzwakhe'skeepersoungangijwayeli

kabi

Siwe:I

Me:Eytsekawuzwakantieyhambalaman..

Angazingempelalamantombazane

angicaphunaphi



Theylaugh.

Me:EyuMzwakheengijwayezaneyihlamazama

ntombazane

Linda:Ziyakubampela

Me:Mfethu

MyphonevibratesishowittoThobanihechuckles.

Me:Thinkwecankeepthemonaleash

Thobani:Anythingforourboyright

Welaugh.

Linda:Senihlebangani

Me:Uthandaizindaba



Welaughathim.

Linda:Nizongikhumbulanjalo

Phindile

Shamepoormanfeelingbadiamignoringhim.He

broughtthisuponhimselfafterthemeetingiwent

shoppingiknowthereismaidsthere.Butwheni

showupthehouseismine,Mxolisisentthekids

backtolizeka.Hewentbackhomehewillcome

backforhisbirthday.

James:Itsalmosttimeformetoknockofanytime

youfinishing

Me:YoucangoifyouwanttoiwilljustcallSakhile

andtellthemtopickmeupifyouthoughtAndile

wasathreat.Iamyourbiggestnightmare

Myeyeschangehestepsbackalittlebit.Hewon't



rememberthisthenextday.

James:Holdoniknowonepersonthatusedtodo

that

Me:Andiamworsenowkeepitmoving

Nextstoplingerieshop.

[06/06,10:33] :41

Mzwakhe

Mybodyinstantlyfeelshotandsohorny.Iopenmy

eyes...What...Whoisthisnakedpersonontopof

mydickreallyworkingtheirmagic.

Me:Mmmm

Ican'tstopthispersontheydoingagoodjob.



Me:Fuck

Ilovehowsheisbobbingherheadandgently

massagingmyballs,waitwhatifitsaman.Buti

knowthistechniqueipullherheadoff,shegiggles

whatisshewearing.Mydickistwitchingsobad,i

takeoffthisstupidchainshegasp.Iamgoingto

dealwithherlaterfornowiamgoingtofuckher

mad.

Nonhle

Phindileandiaresupposedtomeetbuttheboys

tellme,sheisbusy.

Sam:Babeareyouseeingthis

Me:Babewecantransformanyvenuetoan

extravagantparadise

Sam:Youcalledmebabe



Istoppedcallinghimpetnamesbecauseofill

behaviortowardsme.Iseeadifferenthimeach,

althoughiamnotsureifitsanactorheisreally

changing.

Sipho:Mfaziwamieverythingokay

Me:uThobaniuseyephimanjeyiniesingayishintsha

la

Sipho:Wifeyangaziluthmina

Me:Shouldwestayorgrabtakeaways

Sam:Letssitdownandwaitforher

Me:OkaySiphocelausenzelainyamaneziphuzo

Shebettershowuporiamgoingtokillher.

Phindile

Ican'tfeelmylegsifeellikeabrandnewkindof

personandineedtopee.Iclimboffthebedandfall



ipinchmylipstogetherfrommakingnoise,icrawl

myselftothebathroomhalfwaythroughiambeing

liftedupthanplacedonthetoiletseat.Iclosemy

eyesandtakeanicelongpee,ithinkheisalso

peeingohGodihopehedoesn'tpeeonthefloor.

Hewipesmecleanthanflush,iwasmyhandswe

headback.Heliftsmylegupandinserthisdickin,i

flinchhekissesme.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Nonhle

Thiswasawasteoftimeicouldbesleepingat

home.Mzwakhe'sdickreallydrivesPhindilecrazyi

tellyou,shehadn'tactedoutofcharacterthough.

Wearrivehomeandiamtired.



Andile:Samkelo

Whyaretheystillheredoesn'thehaveahouse.

Sam:Yinimanje

Andile:Wehavetotalk

Itakethebagsandheadovertomyroomcani

eavesdroppingonthemno.Myphoneringsasiput

thebagsdown.

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Whereisshe

Me:Sheiswithhermanhoney

Mxo:Thatridiculousboyfriend

Me:AhunemaliuMzwakhe

Mxo:Isgebengulesiya



Ilaugh.

Me:Iwilltellheryoucalledigottago

Mxo:Byewifey

Me:Bye

Itexther"whereisshethewholeworldislooking

foryou"

Me:Ineedtoeat

Sakhile

Thebanalsoappliestometheymustbefucking

andiamnotabouttodisturbthatnothankyouvery

much.

Thobani:Arewegoingaheadwiththeheist



Me:Nakanjanmfethu

Thobani:Weeemfethu

Ntandofinallyfoundthearmorandwegoodtogo.

Thisisthemostexcitedihavebeenwhenplanning

aheistwedon'tneedJameswegotthis.

Me:Wannahittheclub

Helaughs.

Thobani:MaseuMzwakheeyangibulala

angicabangi

Me:Awskhulu

Thobani:Noifyouboredwecancallthegentsand

weturnitup

Thatcouldwork.



[06/06,10:34] :42

Mzwakhe

Firstsheignoresmethanshowsupfromnowhere

givingmeonehellofaBJ.Thanactslikenothing

happened,noshegotsomeexplainingtodo.

Me:Phindileuvelaph

Phindile:Home

Me:Indodaayitintwangani

Phindile:Iyangifebelafuthkebengayifuni

ukuyiphazamisa

Icloseherlaptopshelooksatme.

Phindile:Icouldn'tspeakfordaysiwasnotmyself.

Iwasmeanttoignoretheoutsideworldand

couldn'tbeintimatewithanybody



Me:AtextPhindileatext

Phindile:Likeisaidididn'twanttodisturbyou

Me:Ungangicasuliyezwa

Phindile:Noamountofscrubbingcanwashofthe

factthatyoustillsleepwithotherpeople

Me:Wenotexclusiveidon'toweyouadamnthing,i

don'thavetoexplainmyselftoyou

Phindile:Wellthankyouformakingthatclear

Me:Phindile

Shetakesherthingsandgoesupstairs.

Phindile

Ididn'texpecthimtoberemorsefulheisnotthat

typeanyway.Iwasontopofplanningmybrothers

surprisebirthday,heentersandsitsonthebed

lookingdown.



"Thereisagununderneathhisbedtakeitandshoot

him"

Avoiceechoesfromsomewhere.

Me:Ohmydarlingheisnotworthit

Myphonerings.

Me:Heydarlingcanwemeettomorrowandfinalize

everythingyespleaseokaybye

Mzwakhe:Ngiyaxolisa

Ilookathim.

Mzwakhe:Angazikunganiungibonaangazi

ungibonakanjanfuthangekengizikhulumele.Ngiyi

outieesokuyenzekakwesinyeiskhathingihluleke



ukuzibamba,mawungekeufuneukubanami

ngizozwisisakodwaelamiicalangakhawatheka

blindukulahlekelwaintoesiyizamayo

Hegetsupandchangesiamnotgoingtosay

anythingiamgoingtostandmyground.Heneeds

toknowthereisawayoftalkingtopeopleandnot

todisregardtheirfeelings.

Sakhile

PhindileisgoingtosortMzwakheouttothet.Ifhe

doesn'tgetittogetherhegotanotherthingcoming.

Linda:LosisiuzomshayauMzwakhe

Me:EySkhulu

Welaugh.



Linda:Umoyawakheuphasingathiilenhlobo

ezithulelayoizibukeleumuntuesangana

Me:Ngimthandanilapho

Myphonerings.

Me:Mfanawami

Mzwakhe:Nikuphi

Me:Echisanyama

Mzwakhe:Okay

Me:Youwantustokeepaneyeonyou

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe:Alittlebit

Me:Sureskhulu

Linda:Uthini



Me:Heisjustcheckingonme

Phindile

Hehookedmeuptohisstateoftheartssystem.

NonhleandSamkelorefusedtomeetbecausethey

haveadatelikereally.

Me:Adatereally

Nonhle:Awujoliwedwasisi

Me:Samkelo

Sam:Girl

Nonhle:Sowhatarewedoing

Me:Howaboutifweputamarqueeinside

Sam:Nangokeumnganiwakho

Me:Shiffondrapings

Sam:Yourthinkingwayoutoftheboxwithtoolittle

space

Nonhle:HaveyoucalledMxolisi



Me:Iwilljustbeenbusy

Mzwakhecomesdownalldressedup.

Mzwakhe:Ngisacelaukuyakwabafana

Me:Youdon'thavetoaskpermissionfromwenot

exclusive

Mzwakhe:Mayigo

Me:Yes

Mzwakhe:Iwillbebackbeforedinner

Perfecttimeformetoplansomethingromantic.I

nodhekissesmebeforeheleaves.

Nonhle:Whathaveyoudonetohim

Me:Iamnotthehoeshedating



Wesnapourfingersandlaugh.

Nonhle

ItwasimportantishowSamkelothatPhindileis

datingMzwakhe.Shouldhetriessomethingor

makesmestopmyfriendshipwithphindile,iwill

singlikeacanerian.

Sam:Isthisathingthingorpassingby

Me:Sheisathishouseisn'tthatmorethanathing

Sam:Okaynotatrainsmashwegotthis

Me:Okaythanletsworkonthissurpriseparty

Mxolisicallingisobvioushewantstoknowshould

hecomeoristhereanythingwedoing.

Sam:Younotansweringthat

Me:Mxolisi



Sam:Wee

Welaugh.

[06/06,10:34] :43

Sakhile

Whatawildnightwedranktillwecouldn'tdrink

anymore.IhadtotakeMzwakhebackhome,he

criedandcriedPhindileisgoingtoleavehim.After

alltheworkhehasputin,whatworkthisfoolevery

chancehegetshemessesup.

Theliftopenswewelcomedbyflowersonthefloor

welookateachother.

Mzwakhe:Fuckiforgotaboutdinner

Heisnotgoingtorememberathingoncehewakes



up.ShecomesdownMzwakhehidesbehindme.

Me:Haibo

Mzwakhe:Mmhmm

Shefindswastebagsandstartcleaningtheflowers,

whydidheevencometousbloodyfool.

Nothando:Icanhelpyou

Phindile:Andyouare

Nothando:NothandoNzuza

Phindilelooksatmethanherandsmiles.

Phindile:Gorightahead

ItakeMzwakheupstairs.



Mzwakhe:Phindile

Phindile:Yini

Mzwakhe:Iloveyou

Me:Asambe

Mzwakhe:Whatkindofabestfriendareyou,iwas

supposedtocomeback

Me:Howwouldiknow

Phindile

Wefinallygoteverylastbitoftherosesintothe

wastebags.Nothandohastakenthetrashoutiam

verydisappointed,istartonbreakfastshecomes

back.

Me:Whatisabeautifulgirllikeyoudoinghere

Nothando:Iwenttostudysisnokubongagotme

thisjob



Me:Haveyoubeenaroundthisbunch

Nothando:Hectic

Me:Focusonthebiggerpicturetheyfineyoung

mandon'tletanyoneofthemgettoyou

Nothando:Idon'tthinktheycaneventrywith

SakhileimeanMrndlovuhavingthisover

protectivenessofme

Me:Goodrunalongnoworbetteryettaketheday

offiamgoingtobearoundforawhile

ShesmilesNonhletextsme.

Mzwakhe

Icouldn'tsleepmyconsciencewouldn'tletme.I

openmyeyesandmyworstnightmarehasarrived.

Phindile:Ohgoodyourawake



Isitupandlookatherisshewearingmysweats.

Phindile:Ididn'twanttobreakyourheartlikethat

andleave.IammeetingupwithNonhle,iam

alreadyrunninglate.There'sfoodforyouifyou

hungryokaybye

Sheleaves.Whyamicrying.

"mommyungamshiyisiyacela"

"Anigudlukeiamjustgoingout"

"Youcomingback"

"Ofcourseiamcomingbackkantikeng"

Igetupandheadtothebathroom,ienterthe

showerandturnthetaponisitonthefloorandlet

thewaterpouronme.Idon'twanttoloseher.



Nonhle

PhindileandimetSamkelocanceledonmethelast

minute.Iwasn'tgoingtostayhomewiththose

Msomi'snoandhavethemmistreatmeespecially

thatAndile.Everytimehelooksatmehethinksofa

thousandwaystosellme,hewillmakegoodmoney

everydayifearformylife.

Me:Heeusugqokaamagivenchy

Isayithowitsnotpronouncedwelaugh.

Phindile:Idon'tknowifitistwosmallformeortoo

bigngilitshontshilekuMzwakhe

Me:Howareyouguys

Phindile:Heisthrowinghimselfapitypartywheni

leftithinkinhismindhethoughtiamleavinghim,

hedidn'tcomebackandihadsuchabeautiful

eveningplanned



Me:Ncooohuzobestrongandyourancestors

Phindile:Surprisinglytheybehavingafterthatcrazy

scenario.

Me:Doyouwanttotalkaboutit

Phindile:Ifitain'tmybrotherandMzwakheyazi

kukhuluokuzayokulentokaMxolisinolizeka.Ineed

mybrotherherewhereicanseehimandprotect

him.Yesheisagrownmanbutthepeoplehemixed

upwith

Me:Tellmeaboutit

Phindile:AndthanMzwakheandthatgirldamni

wishiknewwhatitwas

Me:Maybeweshouldgoonanothervacation

Phindile:Iwilldrinktothat

Mzwakhe

"IamsohandsomewhenirockmyGivenchydress"

thecaptionreadsiamalotcalmnow,theboys

cameby.Theywillliterallystopwhatevertheydoing



andgivemetheloveandsupportineed.

Linda:Uzofaindukuwena

Sakhile:Shutup

Theliftopensshe'sbackalreadythemoodkindof

justgoessour,dangwhatiswrongwiththisgirlits

likesheisnotreal.

Me:Usubuyile

Phindile:Itwasjustadatewhoarethesepeople

Me:Theycametocomfortme

Phindile:Ican'tcomfortyou

Me:Younottalkingtomewhatamisupposedtodo

Shemakesthatchucklethatsayswhodoyouthink

youare,uyangijwayelalo.



Phindile:Okay

Me:OkayPhindileiamsorryhowmuchmoreare

yougoingtokeepdoingthistome.Youdrivingme

crazydon'tlookatmelikeiamgoinginsane,do

somethingsaysomething

Phindile:Stopfeelingsorryforyourselfandmove

onisn'tthatwhatyoutoldme.Youthatguyrightso

bethatguy.Don'tbeagrownmansulking,andget

thesepeopleout

Me:Okaycomehere2minutes

Phindile:30seconds

Me:OkaymeetLindanihehasbeendyingtomeet

you

Linda:Wakhethaislimasikhonamommy

Ilookathimhelaughs.

Linda:LindaniDlamini

Phindile:Nicemeetingyou



Linda:Awkujabulaminamommyindlelaajabule

ngayongathngahlezikunje

Shelooksaway,shegetsupholdingherstomach

thanshegoesdown.

Me:Phindile

[06/06,10:34] :44

Mzwakhe

Shedisappearedthisisnotnormal,thelastthing

shesaidpleasecheckonmymother.Idon'tknow

whatthatmeant,ican'texactlygothereandsay

heyyourdaughtersentmetocomeandcheckon

you.Likeletsbereal.

Me:Sakhileongivezelakubokamama



IamMzwakheandihadthoselisteningdevices

andcamerasinstalleddon'task.Heplaysthe

footageandrewind.Ahandpassesbysoquicklyon

theface.

Me:Waitgobackandslowitdown

Wegaspthetwoboysholdeachother.Doesthis

girlhaveadeathwish,Sakhilewhistles.

Sakhile:Akusiyeumawabolo

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Ivroukazaloishayaumamezalahee

Helaughs.HowiamgoingtofindPhindilenow,i

callyellowbone.

Nonhle:Hello



Me:Haibouwubanimanjewena

Him:Ishouldbeaskingyouthatsinceyoutheone

callingmygirl

Ilaugh.

Me:Okay

Him:Idon'tknowwhatisfunny

Me:Youmyniggernowgiveyellowbonethephone

beforeiloseit

"WhatareyoudoingSamkelo..Hello"

Me:Nonhlemengifonaungalingenjeungikhulumise

namadodaakho

Nonhle:MzwakheohmyGodsorryaboutthatyes

whaticandoforyou

Me:Pismissingidon'tknowwheretofindher



Nonhle:Sheisnotmissingcheckeveryroomin

yourhousesheisprobablylayingthere

Me:Showmeeveryroominthehouse

Nonhle:WhywouldyoudeletethenumberSamkelo

itoldyousheisdatinghimwhywouldilieabout

that,bukamanjeulizekaushayeumakaPhindile.

Unyamaleleohwowyoujustgoingtoignoreme,

Mzwakheihavetogo

Me:Sure

Iwasjustinmyroomhowdidinotseeher.Igoup..

Ipickherupfromthebathtub.

Me:Ungenekanjankodwamamala

Icarryherthanplaceheronthebed.

Me:Thulawenamommyngizomgqondisaigwegwe

lolizekandinigamalinilelolishoukuthinifuthnxi.



Mawungavulaamehlonjesthandwasami,mommy,

mamaokay

ThatmadmanMxolisimustneverfindout.

Phindile

Iamalmosttemptedtositdownwithlizekaandask

herwhatistheissue.Whatisthisbigthingshe

wantsthatmybrotherdoes,ineedmoretimeto

cooloff.Sizwegrayeyeschasedmeoutand

dumpedmeinthebathtub,seriouslyheislike

Mzwakhenochillwhatsoever.

Iunderstandwhytheyhidethetruthsometimes.

Somethingsarejusttoounbearabletoexperience

visionsofthem.Iknowthisonethingmomprays

andGodisbyhersideyoudon'tcomeather

sidewaysandthinkyourlifeisgoingtobeokay.

Trustmeilearnedthatthehardway.



Iopenmyeyescansomebodygetmewater.

Mzwakhe

Thobaniwasdownloadingmewithsome

informationaboutthismongezicharacterandalli

cansayisicanblowhimup.

Me:Thiswannabe

Thobani:Youthinkingwhatiamthinking

Me:Notallofthemhavegutslikeidoso

Thobani:Youknowyoucancountonme

Igulpmydrink,mybabycomesdownshegetson

topofmeandsnugglesherheadonmyshoulder.

Me:Youwantsomedick

Sheshakesherhead.



Me:Youhadmeworriedwherewereyouallthis

time

Phindile:Justholdmemzwakhe

Me:Okaymyloveokay

Thobanihasleftthebuildingidefinitelydowant

somethinggoodgoodso.Iputmyhandsinsideand

squeezeherasscheeks,shelooksatmeikissher.

Nonhle

Tokeepmyselfsaneiwenttothemall.IfMxolisi

weretofindoutaboutthisthewholeworldisover,

thiswasherlaststrawshehadcrossedthelinein

somanyways.Iwanttopunchherinthethroat.

Themotherofthemanshecallshusband,the

fatherofherchildren,suddenlybraveenoughand

hasthenervetoputhandsonhermotherinlaw.

Thatisfoulandevilsheismakingmemad.



Aactiondoesn'thavetobeareactionshewillregret

thisonewayoranother.Ibumpintosomedude,he

turnsaroundwithaverybaddeathstare.Hesees

meandhischeeksfalldown.

Me:Ngiyaxolisa

Him:Aykhululekamommy

Ipushmytrolleyanotheronelookinglikehim

comesinfrontofme.Helaughsaretheytwinsokay

weird,ilookbackheisstaringatmewithhishands

inhispockets.Myheartisbeatingsofastiam

gettinggoosebumps.Whyisthisdudemakingme

nervous,Thabisoshowsup.

Thabiso:Andthanninanadomorozanjekwenze

njan

Theothertwinisjustlaughinglikeahyena.This

justgotawkward.



Mzwakhe

Theyknowtherulestheyshouldn'tbeherewhen

Phindileisaroundbutdotheylistenno.Butthey

familyican'tchasethemout,theymyyounger

brothers.

Me:LuyandaZishap

Thabiso:Izingqondozalabaazithathikahle

Me:Stoplaughing

Helaughsmakingmelaugh.

Me:Mengekenikhulumenihambenizovusaimama

Thabiso:Justaskheroutifyouwantherthatbad

Ayanda:Askwhoout

Thabiso:Lentombazaneekuhlanyisayo,enza

ubhutiwakhoekuhlekekanje



Luyanda:Ngathevelewajamaumuntu

Ayanda:Awuthule

Helaughsileavethemtotheirmadnessmybodyis

callingPhindile.

[06/06,10:35] :45

Mzwakhe

Shecomesdownandlaysontopofmeandsighs

heavily.

Me:Idon'tlikewhatyoudiddisappearinglikethat

Shewrapsherarmsaroundneckilaysidewaysshe

holdsmetight.

Phindile:Iknewiwasgoingtokillthatgirlsowheni

gottothebedroomtheytookmesothaticancalm



down

Me:Mamamengabesoyenzalentomelesizwane

eyomanyamalalaayiphele

Shekissesme.

Me:Mamaangishongongathngiqabule

Phindile:Okayfro..Fromnowon..Ipromise

Igetontopofhershetakesofhertop..Isuckon

hersmallroundtits.

Sakhile

Lindokuhlefinallyisbackhewilltellustogoahead

ornot.Ineedallhandsondeck.Ifeellikeweare

goingtomakeastatement.

Me:Lindokuhle



Helooksatmeihatethisunbotheredlookthese

Bhengu'shave.Hebetternotmakemesmackhim.

Me:Iamtalkingtoyouwhyyouignoringme

Lindo:YousaidLindokuhlenowiamwaitingforyou

totalk

Me:Canwedotheheist

Thobani:AndcanwedoitwithMzwakhesleeping

around

Lindo:Idon'tknowcanyou

Me:Okayiaminagoodmoodiwon'tletyoufools

ruinitforme

Thobani:Skhulucalmdown

Me:Iamcalm

Iamnotcalmiamfrustrated.



Lindo:Iknowwhatwillhelpyougohomeyouwill

findanicepresentwaitingforyouuseitwisely

Linda:HambaSakhileunesdinanjengobaula

Phindile

Heholdsmestillandpumpshardfromunderneath.

Iammoaningandscreaminghisname,heis

graoningandcursinghegoesfastersinkingdeepin

myvagina.

Me:Aaaaaaaaah

Hestopsandpressmedowntightly.

Mzwakhe:Fuck

Heletsgoofmeifallbackonhischest.



Me:Mmmm

Heslowlypullsouthisdick.

Mzwakhe:Fuckayyouareverywrong

Me:Sengenzenimanje

Mzwakhe:Ayay

Hepullsoutandcarriesmetothebathroom.We

takeashowerigodownonmykneesandgetbusy

withhiscock.Heresthisheadonthetilewall,he

deepthroatsmeitfeelslikeitsgoingtoreachmy

gut.Hesmilesatsightofhiscockgoinginandout

ofmymouth.Idon'tswallowbecausethat'sjust

youknow.Butiputallthataside,hewantstopull

outbutiholdhimheexplodes.Heseesmeswallow

andsmilesideserveaLouisVuittonbagafterthis.

Nonhle



Iwenttogoseemomandjustcheckonherafter

herdaughterinlawdidtheunthinkable.Sheis

clearlyshockedbutmorethananythingsheishurt.

Ma:uMxolisibesenimtshelile

Me:Chama

Ma:Goodizombulalalentoasanganelweikhanda

Me:Kodwama

Ma:Angaziibingenweyinilengane

Me:Kubonakaengathikhonaintoebeyilindele

ukuthizokwenzeka

Ma:Ungishayengenhloso

Me:Yeboma

Ma:Angikazelokhengazalwa

Me:Kunenxabanonjeenkulumaphakathikalizeka

noMxolisi,engaziwakwayenakeuMxolisi

Ma:Ay



Ifeelherpainmyfamilyandiaren'texactlyongood

termsbecauseofSamkeloandhisannoyingfamily.

Theywillforgivemeifonlyibreakitofwithhim,for

metodothatineedprotection.

Mzwakhe

Iarriveatthewarehousemybabyaskedtoseeher

mom.Iamokaywiththatiwillpickherup

tomorroworwhenevershefeelslikeishouldpick

herup.

Me:Awsenireadybafana

Them:Skhulu

Me:Awuzwekeokayithiniindabaminangenzani

uphiuSakhile

Linda:Kadeebangaisdinasamugodukisa

Me:Minaokwamiukuthngenzeniweeyazi

ngaphindelaekhayangifoneleimamasiqhubekela

esigcinekhona



Thabiso:Ishayenathi

Me:Uyaziangingenilapho

Thabiso:Manjeubuzelaniayfokof

Ilaugh.Thisismylastheistiain'tdoinganyafter

this,theywouldhavetousetheirmoneywisely.

Thobani:Skhulu

Me:Ayngiyayivalamanjeskhulusami

Thobani:Mfethu

Me:Angishodingaluthumuntuengaphumula

okweskhashanakodwaalrightkeasambe

Thabiso:Sakhile

Me:Uyabhebhaloyo

Linda:umzwakhebafethu

Ilaugh.



Me:UwenaongeneleiskhalasaSakhile

Linda:WabodaLindokuhlesokuvusaethunenilakho

sikwenzedoti

Me:Minaangekengizingikukhaleleshame

Ibeenwarningthischamptojustfocusonschool

butnohedoesn'twanttoadheretomywarnings

andthereisnothingicando.

Lindo:Honeyiamuntouchablewatchthespace

Welaugh.

[06/06,10:35] :46

Sakhile

Ithoughtwewouldbesmilingtothebankdoingthe

vosho,nowtheytellingmetheheistdidn'thappen



theygotthereandwasoutnumbered.

Me:Okayaningitshelekahlebenishawaumoya

nomabeniyospana

Thabiso:Thefactthatyouwerefuckingandhave

theballstoaskusstupidblowsmymind

Me:Ininanjeenithengihambe

Thabiso:Wellitswehavearat

Me:WeeLindokuhlebhenguawukhulumeuphi

uMzwakhe

TheliftopensheenterswithPhindile,shegoes

straightupstairsandbangsthedoorhelaughs.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Skhulu

Me:Whathappened

Mzwakhe:Nginitshelileukuthangisafuniukuphinde



ngishayeamaheistnahlanya

Thabiso:Soyousetusup

Mzwakhe:Soyishayangosukuoluthize

Heishidingsomethingicantellbythewayheisso

excited.

Me:Canwetalk

Mzwakhe:Nobutwhatyallcandoisgetoutofmy

housethankyouverymuch

Me:WeeMzwakhewena

Linda:Asiyindawomenenkingaumommyakeze

yenaezosixhosha

Mzwakhe:OkayPhindilebathiwozauzobaxhosha

wena

Shecomesdown.



Phindile:Sitdown

Hesitsnexttomeilookathimwhyishehiding

thingsfromme.

Phindile:Ididit..Istoppedyouguysgoingahead

withwhateveryouhadgoingon.Itwasn'tgoingto

endwell,ihadseenithappenallofyouweregoing

tobedecimated

Mzwakhe:Sifikalaphoundendendewabogata

usimele

Phindile:Iamsorrybutwegotbiggerthingsto

worryabout

Linda:Kodwamommyukhalelanikodwa

Mzwakhe:IneedateaminSingaporeand

somewhereclosetoSingapore

Phindile:Ineedyourhelpican'tprotecthimifheis

thereandican'tmakehimgiveuphisjob

Mzwakhe:Thatswhereicomein



HehandsmeafileMViknewthatsoundedfamiliar.

Phindile:Hehaskidsandmaybeyallonedayhope

tohavetheremotherisashitstarterandidon't

havethatkindofstrengthtotakecareofboys.Not

whileidon'tknowwhatisgoingwithme,soiam

beggingyouforgetabouttheseheistnonsenseand

justhelpme

Thobani:Whatsinitforus

Phindile:Iwon'thavetobreakupwithyourboy

Thobani:Heain'treallyapossessionofworthiness

youaskingtosendourguystoAsiariskingitallfor

whoforwhat

OkayThobaniwiththequestionshehasapoint

though.

Phindile:Yourightigotnothingtooffer



Thobani:Soyoupreparedforustoriskourselves.

Yeahweloveyou,youdatingourbestfriend

amazingbutforwhatPhindile

MzwakheputThobaniuptothishewantstoseeif

shewillusehermysteriousgift.

Lindo:Wowmanthatscoldumuntuenicelakahle

kanjeandsavedyoufromgettingkilled

Mzwakhe:Howwouldyouitsnotlikeyousaid

somethingshecouldhavedoneittogetustofocus

onherbrother

Lindo:Aybafethuokubenizoyimelalento

eniyiqalayo

Thobani:Sowhatsitsgoingtobe

Phindile:Okaythanifthatshowallofyoufeelihave

nochoicebuttorespectthat

Theylookateachotherthistotallybackfiredintheir



faces.Shewipeshertearsandheadsupstairs.

Phindile:Hello..Heyyeahineedyoutobookmea

flighttoSingaporenopedidn'tworkout.Itdoesn't

matterifiknowwhoissellingthemout

Phindile

Mxolisiisgivingmesleeplessnightsigottagoand

talktohimandfigureouthowwecansortthisout.

Beforeitgetsoutofhandspeakofthedevil.

Mxo:Areyoucrying

Me:Heybabybro

Helaughs.

Mxo:Lasticheckiamtheonewhogotoutfirst

Me:Reallywhotoldyouthat



Mxo:Momanddad

Me:Theylied

Welaugh.

Mxo:Unjankodwagcino

Me:Imissyou

Mxo:Howmissigotaboyfriendnow

Me:Thingshappen

Mxo:Thingshappenhaibo

Me:Weneedtotalkihavebeenavoidingthis

situationthinkingiamgoingtohandleitbymyself

butitisweighingheavyonmyshoulders

Mxo:Okayholdonsomeone'satthedoor

Mzwakhe'speoplewerestillherechillingmaking

noiseididn'tcareforthem.



Mxo:Whyisyourmansendingpeopletome

Me:Who

Mxo:Thisblackcat

Heshowsmesomedocuments.

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Mxo:Whosentyouguysagain

"MzwakheBhengu"

Mxo:Iseverythingokay

Me:Iwillbecomingthereshortly

Mxo:Theygivingmeanothernote"Wesorryyou

don'thavetocometoSingaporeM.T"whatisgoing

on

Me:Canwetalklateridon'tfeeltowell



Mxo:Gcino

Me:Iloveyoubye

Mzwakhe

IlikeThobanihegetsme,hehastheballsunlike

themandheain'tafraidtogotherewithyou.Ididn't

puthimuptodothatthough,Phindilewasjust

explainingtomewhatishappeningintheworldof

Mxolisiandhiswife.Itookituponmyselftobutin,

Thobaniontheotherhandidon'tknowwhatwas

theissuenowhegotmetakingmultiplejetsto

Singapore.Thisidiothehadpointswhyarethey

riskingtheirliveswhatsinitforthem.

Me:Whydidyouhavepickafightwithher

Thobani:Youheardwhatshesaidright

Me:Mmm

Itsweirdthatsheknowswhoitisbutthanagainis



shecompelledtotelluswhoitisgoingbehindour

backsno.

Me:Welljustlikeyoushedoesn'towemeanything

exceptforbeingmygirlfriendnowifiwanttoknow

iwillknow

Thobani:DoyouknowPhindile

Me:Wellweherebecauseofyou

Thobani:Turnthisplanearoundiamnotgoingto

Singapore

Me:Wowbra

Phindile

Iknowimadeamistakementioningimayknow

whoisouttogetthem.Idon'tevenknowwhy

Nonhleaskedmethatquestion,iwasdrinking

coffeenotreallymythingbutitiscalmingmedown.

TheliftopensJamesenters.



James:Nkosazane

Me:Zulu

James:Quietathingyoudidbackthere

Me:Iamnotgoingtoblowyourcoverifthat'swhat

youasking

James:Youalmostdid

Me:Wellthatisnevergoingtohappenuntilyour

familyisbackafterthatyouonyourown

James:Youhaven'tactuallydoneanythingtomake

methinkyoucangetmyfamilyout

Isigh.

Mzwakhe

Theplaneturnediwaslookingatthevisualsat

homeicouldn'therewhattheyweresayingand

Jamesdidn'thavethepenwithhim,willdisableany



listeningdevices.

Youknowwhattheonlypersoniwanttoworry

aboutnowismygirlfriendthat'sallotherthings

don'tmatter.

[06/06,10:35] :47

Fewdayslater

Phindile

Howwasiapproachthissituationicomewithalot

ofbaggagesodoeshe.IneedNonhleandseeing

hehasaproblemwithmegoinghomehewillhave

toaccept.

Mzwakhe:Yes

Me:Sorry

Mzwakhe:Whateveryouwantiwillgiveittoyou



Me:Yousure

Mzwakhe:Iamsleepingverypeacefullyandidon't

wantyoubuggingmesoyes

Me:Okay

Ijumpoutofthebedhegrabsmyhand.

Me:Ngidedelaphela

Myphonerings.

Me:Yeah

Nonhle:Wemeetingorwhat

Me:Noyoucomingover

Nonhle:What

Me:Yeahyeahsoidon'tknowwhatlieyougoingto

tellyourboyfriend



Nonhle:Youjokingright

Me:Ididn'tevenhavetoaskhejuststraightupsaid

yeswhateveryouwantiwillgiveittoyou

Welaugh.

Me:Thanlateronarghifigothereiwillkillthatgirl

Nonhle:Wecangotogethertofetchthekidsidon't

mind

Me:Awesomepleasebeonyourbestbehavior

Nonhle:Yougotit

Me:OkaybyeMzwakhephelauyangilimaza

Mzwakhe:Younotleaving

Me:Don'tialwayscomebacktoyou

Hekissesme.



James

Andilecalledmeienterhisstudy.

Andile:AhJamesZulu

Ican'tbelievethejokeofamanihaveturneda

smallboylikethishasmebytheballs.

Me:Whatdoyouwant

Andile:Alittlebirdietoldmeacertainheistdidn'tgo

through

Me:Sonotmybusiness

Hewantstoknowifihadahandinwhateverheist

theyhand.MaybeifitellhimthatwillgivePhindile

thepushsheneedstogetmyfamilyout.

Me:Youclearlydon'tknowwhatyoudealingwith



hereright.Mzwakhehasagirlfriendsheknowsi

beenbetrayingthem,shealsoknowssabeloisyour

brother

Hegrabsmebythecollarilaugh.

Me:Youknowwhatshetoldmeshewillgetmywife

anddaughteroutofthatpool

Helaughs.

Andile:Waitcomeback

Me:Yessooniwon'thavetodoanydirtyworkfor

you

Andile:Ohsothat'swhyyoubeenalltoughguyhee

youthinkthereisawayofgettingyourfamilyout

Helaughsreallyhard.



Andile:OhyousostupidandthatbitchahhJames

nobodycangetthemoutnomatterhowpowerful

theyare.Whatwillhappenthougheachtimeyou

delaymetheinformationineedtogetthose

monkeylessenthetimespanyourfamilyhas.After

threedaysihavetotakethemoutsotheydon't

drowndidyourgirltellyouthat

Helaughs.

Phindile

Heblewmycoveriwasattheriver.Itoldhimhis

actionswilldeterminethewayforward,ididn'tneed

nopushijustneededhimnottoturnhisbackon

hisfamily.

Sizwe:Youknowyoucangetthemout

Me:Sizwenotrightnow



Sizwe:Thanwhen

Isigh.

Sizwe:Youthequeenyoucandothingsnobodycan

Me:Whataboutthedrowningthing

Sizwe:Youthequeenyoucandothingsnobodycan

Iopenmyeyes.JameswhyJameswhy.

Nonhle

Icannotbelievemyeyesiwasatthisgorgeous

penthouseagain,itssocleandefinitelyabachelor's

pad.Phindileisyettoaddherflairtoit.

Sakhile:Yellowbone

Me:Hi



Sakhile:Whatyou

Thedoorsslamswelookupshescreams.Looks

likeicameattherightmoment,ThankGodforthe

personwhocametofetchme.

Me:Nono

Phindile:Ohyouhere

Me:Everythingokay

Phindile:Ijustwanteveryoneawayfrommethink

youcandothat

Me:Alreadygirlyouhaven'tevenofferedmeadrink

Phindile:Technicallyitsalreadyyourssodo

whateveryouwant

Shewalksaway.

Me:Ahhwow



Sakhile:Isshealwayslikethat

Me:Onlywhensomeoneclosetoherdidsomething

stupid.Shefindswayswiththeancestorstomake

theproblemsortofdisappear

Sakhile:Umnganiwakho

Me:Amazingne

Hesmiles.

Sakhile:Okayletmeshowyoutoyourbedroom

becausemoghelhasleftthebuilding

Welaugh.

James

Shemadeafoolofmeshepromisedmeshewould

getthemoutbutshelied.Myphoneringsithrowit

overthemountains,itrainswhyisitwhenicryit



rains.Isn'trainsupposedtobegoodnews.Ihave

beenfooledandnowtheywillknowiamnottobe

messedwith.
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Phindile

Wewenttogofetchmylittlecutemunchkinsthey

weresohappyandexcited.Ihadtokeepmycool

andactlikenothinghappenedeventhoughdeep

insideiwanttoripoutherintestines.

Lizeka:Mxolisiuyabuyayini

Nonhle:Doesn'thecallyouandtellyouheis

coming

Lizeka:Noningangizwakabi

Thereisamaninthishousewowlizekawow.



Me:Iamjustheretofetchthekids

Lizeka:Ican'tjustletyoutakemykidswithoutmy

consentortheirfathers

Me:Okayletscallhim

Hewon'tanswerthedamncallsoineedto

improviseicallSakhileinsteadawomananswer.

Her:Mommy

Icovermymouthandhungup.

Me:Ohlookslikeheisbusy

ThanMxolisicallsme.

Mxo:Whyyouinterruptingme



Me:Lizekaisrefusingmetotakethekidsandifyou

checkthecamerasyoufindsomethingvery

interesting

Shesnatchesmyphone.

Me:Whatthehell

Lizeka:Mxolisi..Mvelo

Sakhile

Whatgavehertherighttoanswermyphonebeats

me,shegivesitbacktome.

Sma:Whyungaveleuhlukanenaminokuth

ungifebele

Me:Kadengaqalasisi

Sma:Angizwa

Me:Yougoingtogivemethecoochie..Exactly



Sma:Thatdoesn'tgiveyoutherighttocheatonme

Me:Iamnotcheatingonyou

Sma:Ubanilo

Shehasnorighttoquestionmeatall.

Me:IntombikaMzwakhe

Sma:Yousavedpearlasmommyithoughtyou

hated

Me:NgitheintombikaMzwakheangishongongath

pearl

Sma:Hehasagirlfriendhmm

Ilookatherwhatdoesthathmmmean.

Phindile

Wearrivehomesafeandsound.Leavethekidsout

ofittheyinnocentandshouldn'tbesubjectedto



theirparentsdrama,seriouslyiwillhurtthebothof

themshouldtheycomeateachotherusingthe

boys.Iwillnotbeheldresponsibleforwhateverido

tothem.

Me:Okayboysthisisgoingtobeyournewhome

fornow

Mvelo:Daddyboughtthishouse

Me:Nomalumeliveshereitshishome

Mzwakhe:Senibuyile

Hegivesmeakissonthecheekmyheartmeltshe

smiles.

Me:Yesyouknowtherewasamaninthere

Nonhle:What

Me:Ngiyakutshelawena

Mzwakhe:Bazolalakuph



Me:Uhm

Nonhle:Icansleepwiththemnoworries

Mzwakhe:Itsokayigotplentyofroomsthegents

cancrashdownonthefirstfloor

Me:Thatsyourstoo

Mzwakhe:Thiswholebuildingisminetheone

acrosstenantslivethere

Nonhle:OhmyGodcanibeyourside

Me:Excuseme

Welaugh.

Me:Haveyoueatenshallimakeyousomething

Mzwakhe:Iamhungryforanothertypeoffood

Me:MzwakheBhengu

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Nonhle:Okayboyscomemommyisgoingtotake

usshopping



Theyhiphoptotheirbedroom,Mzwakhepullsme

tohim.Hegrabsmywaistandlooksatme,ismile

hereallycan'twaitbutnothere.

Sakhile

IwaswatchingNothandodoingherthingSmangele

leftshewasannoyingmeandididn'thavethe

patienceforher21questions.Iamgladsheleft.

Nothando:Couldyoupleasestopstaringatme

Me:Iamsorryididn'trealizeiwas

IaskedMzwakhetodoabackgroundcheckforme

onher.Idon'twantherdoinganyofthiscleaning

andportrayingheassetsfortheseuglydemonsto

see.Assoonaswegettheresultsweareapplying

andshe'sgetthefuckoutofhere.Evenifshehas

togotoCubatostudymedicinesobe,shehas

charmedmeandmanagedtofillherspaceinmy



heart.

Nothando:Sakhile

Me:Okay

Headache1and2comerunningtothekitchen,they

leanonthecounterandgreether.Idon'tknowwho

iswhohere.

Nonhle:Ohwowforgivethemithinktheyvery

happytobehere

Me:Kubongathinamommy

Nothando:Whatareyouguysname

Boy1:IamMveloandthisisMJheisnamedafter

myfather

Me:Ubaniomdala

Mvelo:Heisthancomesme



IheardMzwakhesaytheytoosmartforthemselves.

Mvelo:Auntiewehungry

Nonhle:WeMxolisiareyouhungry

Hedoesn'tanswer,heisnotmuchofapeoples

person.Nonhlecrouchesdown.

Nonhle:Ngikwenzeleintoencaneuzoyidla..Asifuni

uAuntieesithethiseanganukuthasidlile..Okaydo

youwantyogurtandthanwecanthinkaboutfood

Seethisiswhyihaveaphobiaofkidssheis

begginghim,andheisnotinterestedinwhatever

shehastosay.Eventuallyshegivesupon

convincinghimtoeatfood,shegiveshimthe

Danoneandspoon.Mvelotheextrovertaskforone

tootheybothsaythankthangositdown,yeah

SakhileNdlovuisnothavingababyanytimesoon.



Phindile

NowthatJamesisdonecryingheisreadytostrike.

Idon'tknowhismovesnoweversincehetold

Andile,Sizweisrightimuststrikefirstbeforethey

do.

Mzwakhe:Usucabanganifuthmanje

Me:Kunentoekumelengiyenze

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Me:Iknowbutitisimportant

Mzwakhe:Whatismoreimportantthanme

Me:Nothingbut

Mzwakhe:Exactlynothing

Me:Okaythancanwenotbeintimateforaweek

Mzwakhe:Mxmfuseghambalauzongidakelwa

kanti

Me:Iwillmakeituptoyoujustbeonyourbest



behaviorplease

Mzwakhe:Getout

HowwilliapproachthismatterandstillfoolAndile.

Me:Babe

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Umenzakanjanumuntuislima

Mzwakhe:Yininithandaukubuzaumsanganoafter

umdavazo

Me:Nohowdoyoufoolapersonletssay.Iama

clientiwantsoandsobutialsogotsomething

plannedforyouandyouknowwhatevenhityou

Heturnsmearoundilayflatonmystomach,he

getsontopofmeandbrusheshiscockagainstmy

coochie,awijustaskedasimplequestion.He

slowlyputsitinhegroanshetakesitoutandgoes

inagain,hedoesthatuntilheslidesrightthrough.



Me:Ahhh

Heholdsmyhandsandstartsmovinghmmthis

feelssogood.Yougivethemsomethinggoodto

thinkaboutasadistraction,igotmyanswersi

giggle.

Mzwakhe:Yourwelcome

Me:Aaaaah..Baby
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Nonhle

IhopeMzwakhewon'tgetangryorshoutatus

takingoverhishouselikethis.Helookslikethat

typethatwilljustbeannoyedbytoomuchtraffic,

howevereverythingisdoneandcleaned.



Voice:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Him:Andwhoarethesecuties

Mvelo:IamMvelothisismybrotherMxolisi

YouwouldswearMveloistheoldest,hetalksalot.

Answersyourquestions,answersMj'squestions

oncehestartsthereisnostoppinghim.

Him:WelliamLindokuhleBhengunicetomeetyou

Me:Areallofyoutalldarkandhandsome

Helaughs.

Lindo:Noonlytheolderonesiamtheyoungestdad

wasagiant

Iamgladtobeherethantobeinanevenmore



toxicenvironment.

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Hey

Sakhile:Nilalekahle

Mvelo:Haakunombhedeomkhulukanje

bekumnandi

Seewhatimean.

Me:QedaukudlaMvelo

Sakhile:Thereisaplayroomdownthepassagethey

cangothereoncetheydone

Me:Playroomtheywouldn'twanttoleavethis

house

Welaughtheliftopenstheguyfromthestorewho

keptstaringatmeentersorisithistwin.Noits



definitelyhimmyheartstartsbeatingfast.

Sakhile:Ayanda

Ayanda:Mmm

Sakhile:Whatareyoudoingherewhereisyourtwin

phelaninaanihlukani

Ayanda:YouknowLuyandasometimesdoesn'tlike

hoveringoverme,ididn'tknowyouhadcompany

Sakhile:Right

Hesmirks.

Mvelo:Sesiqedile

Mjisstilleatingittakesalittlewhileforhimto

cometolifeandMvelojustpressureshim.Some

mayseeitasharshbuthejustloveshisbrotherso

much,theyareinseparable.



Mj:Done

Me:Okaycomewhoiswashingwhoisdrying

Mvelo:IwillwashMxolisiwillwipe

Sakhile

Myboyistotallysmittenbythisgirliamsureinhis

mind,heenvisionsthosebeingtheirkids.Isthis

whatbeinginlovemeansyoujuststareataperson

andyourwholeworldiscomplete.

Mzwakhe:Haibonindwazelani

Hesnapshisfingersididn'tevenseehimcoming.

Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

Nonhle:Hey

Mvelo:Haasohighuphowarewegoingtoreach



there

Nonhle:Youmusteatyourfruitsandvegetablesso

thatyoucanbetallasdaddyandmalume

Mvelo:Vegetablestastebad

Nonhle:Thanyoubetallasdaddy

Mvelo:Malumeistallitslikeheisgoingtoreach

thesky's

Welaugh.

Nonhle:Sowewanttoplaygames

SherunstheyfollowherrunningaswellMjfallsbut

hepickshimselfupquicklyandcontinuesrunning.

Ayanda:ManjeezakheyiniuMommy

Us:Yes

Ayanda:Oh



Helookswelaughathim.

Mzwakhe:Awkodwamtakababa

Ayanda:What

Me:Theynothers

Mzwakhe:EzabhutiweMediyami

Ayanda:Bengizibuzelahawu

Wecontinuelaughingathimhegetsupandleaves

wedieinlaughter.

Mzwakhe

Me:"HasanyoneseenJames"

Hehasbeenmissinginactionhaven'tcheckedin

thisunlikehim.



"No"

Icallhimhisphonegoesstraighttovoicemail.

Phindilefinallywakesup.

Me:Mama

Shelaysonmythighsokaysheisnotwakingup.

Me:Sakhilewhoismanningthefloor

Sakhile:"There'snoonethere"

Me:Haibonalibhadilamiyazi..Phindilegetoffme

Phindile:Yiningodlameekuseni

Me:Ekuseniisebusukumanje

Shevigorouslygetsup.



Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:HellomylovenonoNonhletoldmenottoallow

youtosleepformorethan

Phindile:Funnybecausewedidn'tsleep

Ismile.

Phindile:Okayiamgoingtotakeashower

Me:Iwilljoinyoujustnowigotsomethingtotake

careof

Shekissesme.

Nonhle

Everyonewhoentershasbeenverywelcoming,i

heardthemsayingtheynotallowedtobeherewhen

PhindileisaroundandMzwakheisgoingtokill



them,ialsofeeliamoutofplaceallbymyself.

Everyonemindingtheirownbusinesstheboyshave

fallenasleep.

"Myfavoritehumaninthewholeworld"

Me:Ahidon'twantMzwakhetokillme

Phindile:Thatonehelovesyoutothemoonand

back

Me:Girl

Phindile:Iamsosorry

Me:Itokayiamenjoyingmyself

Phindile:Nowiambringingbaggagetothe

relationshipontopofthiscrazygift

Me:Thisisyourbloodheisnotblood

Phindile:Evenso

Me:Andthatgiftisthereasonwhytheyhereifyou

didn'thaveitwhoknowswhatthatpsychogirlis



doing

Phindile:Shedidn'tevencomeofasthistypeof

personwhyisshebehavinglikethis

Me:ThereisMxolisi'ssidelizeka'sside

Us:Andthetruth

Me:Ifoundfreezerfoodwantmetowarmitup

Phindile:Andwecangoshoppingletmefix

somethingforhimaswell

Me:Seeyoucandoitsatisfytheancestors,builda

relationshipwithMrbaeandkeepwhoeveryou

needtokeepsafe

Sheisnolongerpayingattentiontome.

Mzwakhe

Ayanda:Eyskhuluasimtholi

Me:Ayandayouthebesttechguyouttherewhat

youmeanyoucan'tfindhimyallrealizethisisbad



Jamesknowseverythingheisourrighthandguy.

Himnotcheckingincanmeanalotofthings,

maybeheiskidnappedorsomethingbadhappened

tohim.

Me:Yallbetterfindhim

Hemaybecoolwithusatthemomentbut

somethingwrongwithhimemotionallyhehas

detachedhimself.Ifidon'tfindhimihavetostarta

searchparty.
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Phindile

Hestandsbeforeeverybodylookingcrazy.Hegives

meareallybaddeathstare.Hedoesn'tscareme

exceptformybrotherandMzwakhe,iamalsonot

scaredofthemjustthatirespectthem.



Mzwakhe:WhereyoubeenJames

James:Ineededsometimetomyself

Mzwakhe:Jamesiamgoingtokillyouandiwon't

evengiveafuck

James:Itwon'thappenagain

Mzwakhe:Ngizokushayangempamamina

ungijwayelakabi

Thobani:Phindile

Whatdoeshewant.

Thobani:Rememberyousaidyouknowwhois

betrayingus

AgainThobanistickinghisnosewhereitdoesn't

belong.



Me:Yeah

Thobani:Ubaniloyo

Nonhle:Whyshouldsheansweryouwenanje

owokugcinaukubuzaimibuzo

Me:Whoevensaidiknowwhoitismatteroffact

evenifididmymanisthefirstpersoniwouldtell

Mzwakhe:Welliamrightherebaby

Welaugh.

Thobani:Wecoolright

Me:Wecool

James:Canigo

Me:Waityougotsomethinginyourface

Blooddripsdownhisnose.



Mzwakhe

IneedmybabytoinvitemetoMxolisi'spartyineed

adiversion.Ilovehowcomfortablesheisaround

mewithherbody,shedoesn'thideitandshe

doesn'tcareiamintheroom.

Me:Baby

Phindile:Yesbaby

Me:Cela

Phindile:No

Me:Awmommy

Phindile:Mxolisidoesn'tevenlikeyou

Me:WhoMxolisihelovesme

Phindile:Okay..Nonhlecanyoudomyhairwhat

youdoingtoday

Me:Runningafewerrands

Phindile:Canisteelfewminutesofyourtime

preferablyatnight



Me:Okayiwillsqueezeyouin

AlabysortedwithJamesannoyingmeihavetobe

extravigilant,itextthecrewwepullinganallnighter.

IwalkoutNonhlecomesinsheislookingbomb

wherearetheygoing.

Phindile

IknowialwayshavecrazyideasandSamkelojust

executesthemtothet.Wepullupatthe

chisanyamahisattentiontodetail,isaidputa

marqueeinsideheturnedthewholechisanyama

intoaframetent.

Me:Yabonawenangakucabuzaamasende

Nonhlegreetshimandtheykisshelooksexhausted.

Nonhle:Babethisisamazing



Sam:Wenotgoingtoaddthemirrorsnowbecause

wedon'tknowhowthesedoorsclose

Me:AymanSamkelo

Sam:Youlikeit

Me:Likeitiloveitthisisexceptional

Sam:Somethingsarebolted

Thisisbeyondmywildestimaginationinevergot

thechancetospoilmybrotherandifeellikehe

needsthisnowmorethanever.

Sam:Wheniseetearsiknowidonemyjob

Nonhle:Nono

Me:Samkelothisisjust

Nonhle:Ibetyouthesketchisevenamazing

Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Yousmiling



Me:Anikahle

Thabiso:Yourgirlfriendwhenarewemeetingher

Me:Yallnotmeetinganybodyanytimesoon.Thisis

gorgeous

Thobani:Thisain'tevenitwaittillthewholethingis

finished

Me:Intwodays

Thobani:uPhinduleloyaeverythingshetouches

turnstogold

Whoknowthechisanyamacouldlooklikethat.It

definitelyneedsarenovationnow,peoplearegoing

towanttoseethatfunkyclassyfreshlook.

Me:Youknowpeoplearegoingtowantthisnow

Thobani:Udakiwe

Welaugh.



Me:Heybaby

Phindile:Ahhh

Me:Visualsnow...Now

Mygirlfriendohhellno.

Sakhile

Nowtheyattackingmommydodidtheyevenknow

whosheisdating.Hewasrockingbackandforth

tappinghisleg,wecan'tstartwarwiththisclown.

Mxolisineedstocomebackandfixhismess,

Mzwakheisgoingtoslapthepissoutofhim.

Nonhlecomessheopenstherefrigeratorand

freezes.

Thobani:Mommy



Shequicklyretractsherarmback.

Thobani:Itsokayyousafenow

Nonhle:Dammitallhappenedsofasttheycame

fromnowhere.ThankGodthekidsstayedbehind

Mzwakhe:Theydidn'ttouchyourightNonhle

Heshouts.

Nonhle:JusttheslapsPhindilegot

Hegetsup.

Me:Mzwakhewait

Hetakesthestaresheisgoingtokillsomeone,i



followhimdammit.
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Sakhile

Istoppedhimfrommakingthebiggestmistakeof

hislife.Noneofthepeopleconnectedtousknow

aboutPhindilesoletsjustkeepitatthat,wedon't

wanttobemakingmoreenemiesontopoftheone

wehave.HemustletMxolisidealwiththisitshis

baggage.

Me:Mzwakhe

Hewasignoringme.

Me:Okayitwasmommybut

Mzwakhe:Awukeninexetshunakalayonemama

Me:Ijindelewaybra



Mzwakhe:FuckyouSakhilefuckyou

Heleavesisigh.Iamstillnotlettinghimkillthe

manandiknowhewillaskingThobani,iswearif

theydoanythingiwillleave.

Nothando:Sawubona

Me:Manzuza

"Isitsafetocomein"avoicewhisperstheylaugh.

Nonhle:Girl

Nothando:Iwasalsohiding

Mvelo:Mulumecanwegototheplayroom

Nonhle:Eatyourfoodthanyoucango

Mvelo:Whatifweplayfirstthaneatourfoodand

remainquietfortherestoftheday



IchuckleohMvelo.

Mj:Minacelaukudla

Nonhle:Nazokemfanawami

Mvelo:Okayiguesswecaneatfirst

Hesaysinlowdisappointedtone,Mxolisiisgoing

tokillme.

Phindile

Ibruiselikeapeachmyskinmaybemelaninbut

youpinchmeorhitme.Iwillhavethebaddest

reactionthatshowsensitiveandfragilemyskinis.

Mydearbrotheragainimusthidethingsfromyou,

theynotmakingthisafairfight.Idon'tunderstand

myinvolvement,Mzwakheislividhecouldn'tsleep

hewasshaking.Thethoughtofamanputtinghis

handsonpushedhimandheisbayingforblood.



Me:Youokay

Mzwakhe:Youseewhyitellyounottolosesightof

JamesorSakhile

Me:Yebo

Mzwakhe:Thanwhyyougoingagainstmyrules

anddon'tyoudaregivemethatspiritualshitofan

excuse.Youmakemewanttopunchyousodamn

hard

Whateverisayisgoingtoangerhimevenmore,i

getupandgodownstairs.

Me:Ladies

Nonhle:Mommy

Welaugh.

Me:Stopkhonaukudla



Igrabatrayhewillbemadthewholetimeandsex

won'tdohimjustice.Ijusthavetobegandaskfor

forgiveness.

Nonhle:Youknowiamleavingright

Me:Iknow

Nonhle:Willitaffectyou

Me:Yes

Nonhle:Wealsoneedtogotothechisanyama

Samkelocan'tdoeverythingbyhimself

Me:Ifiwinthisbattlewecangothesitting

arrangementcanonlybefixedonceeveryoneRSVP

aftertodaywhoeverdidn'tRSVPsorrykuyena.

Wherearetheboys

Nonhle:FunmanSakhileintroducedthemtoa

playroomsomewhereinthehouseanditisaballof

funinthere

Me:Haibo



Mzwakhe

Ismellfoodilookup,sheputsthetrayonthebed.

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:AyPhindile

Phindile:Okayitwasirresponsibleofmetonot

ensuremywhereaboutstoSakhileorJames.Any

fatalitiescouldoccur

Ilookathershepoutshermouthandlaysherhead

onmyarm.Isitupstraightwhenshecalledi

thoughtshewassleepingwithsomeone,butmy

souldidn'tallowmetobelievethat.

Me:Awujolinanomaubaniokayngicelaukufake

engqondweniyakholokho



Shekissesmeigentlycaressherthigh.

Phindile:Okayhereisyourfood,eat,findyour

strengthandkillthatmotherfucker

Sheleavestheroom.

Nonhle

Thelittlebitoffreedomihaveisoutofthisworld.I

wasenjoyingmyselfactinglikeiowntheplaceand

theboysdidn'tmind,theliftopensSabelowalksin.

Itakeahugebiteofmysandwichandmoan.

Me:OhGodthisdelicious

Heistryingtointimidatemeandiamlovingevery

minuteofit,butihavetheupperhandhere.



Sabelo:Lestorynyanasakhoangisibathuli

esandton

Itakeanotherbitwalkingawayfromhimheroughly

grabsmyarmandcoversmymouth.

Sabelo:TrymeNonhletryme

Ibithishandheletsgoofme.

Me:Touchmeagainandiwillhaveyourhead

choppedyouinmyterritorynowisuggestyou

comecorrect

Ayandapassesbymyheartstartsbeatingoutofits

chest.Didheseewhathappened.

Ayanda:Everythingokay



IlookatSabelo.

Sakhile

Whatisgoingonnowthetensionissothickyou

cancutitwithaknife.

Me:Awndodausula

Sabelo:Fede

Me:Andthansmoko

Ayanda:Ngificabayamuncanala

Sabelo:Awjoe

Nonhle:Excuseme

Shewalksaway.Ayanda'slookatSabeloshotsiam

goingtokillyou,Ayandadoesn'tlookatyoulike

thatunlessyoudidsomethingandhewasn'ttotake

youout.Hewalksawayiknowthatlookverywell.



Sabelo:Manjespawupetesonasigidlamo

Me:Noimpintshiyevroukaskhulu

Sabelo:Hmm

ThereisthathmmagainfirstitwasSmangelenow

himwhatexactlydotheymeanwithhmmoftheirs.

Me:Yeahsohere'swhatishappening

Iwon'tfillhiminoneverydetailwitheverything

that'sbeenhappeningMzwakheisbeingextra

cautious.
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Sakhile

Iwanttogettothebottomofwhathappened

betweenAyanda,SabeloandNonhle.Ifthisfool



triedtodosomethingheneedstobedealtwith.

Me:Nonhledidsomethinghappenbetweenyouand

Sabelodidhedosomething

Shekeepsquiet.

Mzwakhe:Sabelodidwhattowho

Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:Notmuchhejusttriedtoactsmartwithme

Idon'tbelieveherAyandagavehimthatlookiam

goingtokillyouandiamgoingtokillyourightnow.

Me:Youknowthishousehascamerasandiam

gonnaseewhathappened

Shelooksshockedandterrified.



Mzwakhe:Sakhilecalmdownheprobablywas

fancingherandlittlebrodidn'tlikethat

James

Andileandhisbrotherswereboringmeagain.

Sabelowastalkingaboutajobtheyabouttodo,

whyamiherebecauseitlooksliketheygot

everythingundercontrol.

Sabelo:Ifeellikehedidn'ttellmeeverythinghetold

mewhatineededtoknow

That'sbecauseyoumakingyourselfvisibledummy.

Andile:Youhavetogobackin

Me:No

Andile:Sorry



Me:Itisgoingtoraisesuspicion

Andile:James

Me:Ohfuckyouifyouwantedtodosomethingto

myfamilyyouwouldhavedoneitbynow.Butyou

realizeyoucan'tbecauseyougoingtoloseleverage

Sabelo:Iknowyouknoweverything

Me:Youdumbyoushowingyourimmaturitywhy

didyouevengetintowithNonhlewhenyou

could'vejustwalkedaway

Andile:WhatdoesNonhlegottodowith

Sabelo:She'sstayinginthepenthouse

Me:AndnowSakhileisinvestigating

Andile:Pleaseleavethebothofyou

Withpleasure.

Mzwakhe

IhadtoSakhileoutthehousemybabyishalfdead,



canseemesleepingwithotherpeople.Idon'tlike

thisgiftitstoogreat.

Me:Whatwasthatabout

Sakhile:AyuAyandaakavesaneekubukekanje

melengitholekungani

Me:Sakhileletthisgo

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:Sakhileletitgo

Hethrowsafitandfoldhisarms.

Me:Stopactinglikeababy

Waiter:Thereyougosir

Me:Thankyou

Whenmybabywakesupthisjuicymeatwillbe

readyandwaitingforher.



Me:Fineplaytheclip

Hegrabsthelaptopandaccessthepenthouse

securitysystem.

"Younotgoingtofindanything"

Sakhile:Whereisit

Ayanda:"Deletedandwecan'tgetitback"

Sakhile:Whatthefuckwasthatabout

Ayanda:"Areyouherboyfriend"

Me:Mbuzebhutimbuze

Sakhile:Kuhlanganaphilokhongizokuhlaba

ngempamaAyanda

Me:Haibowalwamanjenomuntuongekhola

Sakhile:Yougetmethatfuckingfootagebeforei

blowyourbrainsout



Ayanda:"Haaishethreateningmeareyou

threateningmeSakhileweSakhileuyangazi

ngiwubanimina"

Hekeepsquietilaugh,Ayandaisthemostfeared

amongstthecrew.Aprofessionalhitmannobody

dareshim.

Me:Anikahlelemsanganoyenu

Sakhile:Don'tcometomewhenshithitsthefan

Me:WegoinghomeSakhileandyougoingtolet

thisgo

Nonhle

Ifhethinksiamgoingtorunmyassbacktohimhe

hasanotherthingcoming.Infactiamincreasing

mystayhereatthepenthouse,phindileand

Samkelowilljusthavetodeal.



Voice:Sawubona

Myheartdrops.

Me:Whatiswrongwithyoudoyouhavetoscare

meallthetime

Ayanda:ScareyouthatsalittlefarfetchedAyanda

bhengu

Me:NonhleSbiya

Ayanda:Ngiyajabulaukwazi

Ijustsmileandshakemyhead.

Ayanda:Whoistheluckyguy

Iwouldn'tsayluckyiwanttogetout.



Me:Thatsnotyourbusiness

Ayanda:Ofcoursengiyaxolisankosazane

Me:Whoistheluckylady

Ayanda:You

Hesaysthatwithsomuchconfidenceandlikeiam

goingtogetyou.

Ayanda:Yah..Iniawukwaziwenaukuzenzela

Luyandaiamgoingfuckingpunchyourbrainsout

wow..Yeahiamcoming.Listenhefuckedupagain

Thisguyismakingmefeelalltypesofwaythatis

interestingheleaves,iexhale.

Mzwakhe

Icomebackhomeanditsempty,iputthemeatin

thefridge.IcheckonNonhleandthekids,sheison



herphone.

Me:Heygirl

Shelaughs.

Me:Ihaven'tactuallywelcomedyoutomyhome,

butwhatiwantyoutoknowyouabigpartofmy

girlandyouwillforeverbewelcomedhere

Nonhle:Thankyou

Me:Everythinggoodsofar

Nonhle:Weenjoyingourselvestosaytheleast

theselittlemunchkinstherefavoritepartisthe

playroom

Me:Iknowitisaddictive

Nonhle:Otherthanthatweokayreallythankyou

forwelcomingus

Me:Okaygirlenjoywaityoudidn'ttellMxolisiright



Nonhle:Heiscrazyandthiswilljustdestroyhim.

HelovesPhindilesomuch

Ilovehertoo.

Phindile

Iwakeupscreaming

Mzwakhe:What

Hecockshisguniturnonthelamp.

Mzwakhe:Mmmmmm

Voice:Whatsgoingonarewebeingattacked

Iwokeeveryoneup.



Mzwakhe:Yinikodwa

Hegoestothedoorstillholdinghisgunheunlocks.

Sakhile:Youokayweheardscreaming..Mommy

Mzwakhe:Uyelokadehayiza

Hesnortsandgoestothebathroom.Sakhile

inspectstheroomfromcornertocorner,Thobani

checksthebalconyNonhleenterswithAyanda.

Mzwakhe:Putthegunsaway

Linda:Kantibayabhebhana

Mzwakhe:Ngizokushayawenashlama

Theylaugh.



Nonhle:Don'tworryyallwouldgetusedtoitatleast

she'snotcrying..Youhungry

Inod.

Nonhle:Come

Igetupandfall.

Mzwakhe:AyPhindilemankwenzenjan

Nonhle:Heydon'tshoutatherlookwhatyoudidno

Iamalreadycausinghimproblemslikeidowith

Nonhle.

Nonhle:Itsokayhoneydon'tcry
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Mzwakhe

Givemeadayjustgivemeadaytosoakmy

bruisesafterexperiencinglastnight'strauma.I

couldn'tsleepafterthatscreem,itcaughtmeof

guardiwasreadytokill.Ididn'tmeantosnapather

shescaredmeliterally.

Me:Babypleasecometome..WozaPhindileiam

notgoingtodoanythingtoyou

Iwasamess.

Me:Ngiyaxolisabengaqondileukukthethisa,kube

iphuthamama.Uvesanewangithusangashawa

olunyeuvalo,ngiyaxolisakodwasthandwasam

Phindile:Iamsoiscaredyou

Me:Youdidbutiamsorryforshoutingatyou



Shesmilesheyigotasmile.

Me:Canigetakiss

Phindile:There'speoplehere

Ikisshershecaressmyface.

Me:Khonaokadeukushoabantuini

Shesmilesiletgoofhershegoestothekitchen.

Sakhile:Mfanawami

Thobani:Skhulu

Linda:Whoknewhimhavingagirlfriendwould

bringthissideofhim

Thobani:UngekeuncomeintoenhleLindani

Mvelo:Auntie



Phindile:Heymybeautifulstrongboys

Mjisnotinthemoodhesitsdownquietlyonthe

rug.

Me:Heychamp

Iknowhowtobrightenkidslikehim,idothatallthe

timewithNozi.

Phindile

Mzwakheontheoutsideistoughdon'tfwithmeon

theinsideheissuchamarshmallow,thewayhe

justbrightenedMjmooduptellsmehelovesbeing

afather.Icalltheirfatherhetakesawhileto

answerhisphone.

Me:Masimbakho



Helaughs.

Me:Doti

Mxo:Awumamaathiniamadodaakhomommy

Welaugh.

Me:Mxm

Mxo:Uyaphilakodwasthandwasam

Me:Angiboniungibangelaisdinauthiuyabuya

awubuyi

Mxo:Iyinganezamiziphephileintoezijabuleyona

noiamjoking.Idon'tknowifilandtomorroworthe

dayafter

Whatigotabigsurprisewaitingforhimhebetter

not.



Me:Mxolisiiamgoingtohurtyousobad

Mxo:Yohawutsheleusbariangibolekeindiza

mshini

Me:Whatsinitforhim

Mxo:Uzohlukananayekabuhlungukabi

Me:Pleasedon'tdisappointme

Mxo:Aymtasengizozakhululeka

Me:About

Mxo:Idon'tcarewhatpeoplesayidon'twanttosee

herandidon'twanttofixthingswithherwewilltalk

onceiamthere

Me:Okaysafetravels

Mxo:Myboyshello

Me:OhMveloyourfatherwantstospeaktoyou

guys

Ihaveabigdayaheadofmepleaseletthese



ancestorsnotbotherme.

James

Theyincludedmenotbecausetheytrustmeor

needmyhelpinanykindofway.Theytesting

everyone'sloyalty,theirfatherusedtodothisi

knoweverytrickthereisonthebook.Itakemygun

andgiveittoNdumisohehasbeengivingmeabad

stinkeye.

Sakhile:Stopitthebothofyou

"Whatishedoinghere"

Sakhile:Icalledhim

Mzwakhe:"Why"

Sakhile:Weneedhim

Me:Icanleaveif



Everyone:Shutup

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe:"Youwantmetoworkwithacrackhead

nowonderyoulookcrazy"

Me:Iamnotacrackhead

Sakhile:Whywasblooddrippingdownfromyour

nose

Phindileistheonewhodidthatbutican'ttellthem

that

Me:Iwasgoingthroughalotandidranktoomuch

Mzwakhe:"JamesngizokubulalaziqoqeMageba

ngizokuhliphizakabuhlungukabi"

Iamstuckbetweenarockandahardplace.Ifi



messuphereimightlosethechanceofever

gettingmyfamilyback.

Mzwakhe

ItsthefirsttimeseeingPhindiledoingsomething

constructiveandeveryoneisjustfollowingher

orders.Theentirechisanyamahasbeen

transformedintoagiantframetent,whenyouenter

thereisabigwrittensignonthedoor."Welcometo

Mxolisi'sextravaganza",thereisglasseverywhere

andwhiteitiscleanandclassy.Theexactopposite

ofMxolisihershiffondrapingswerecoveringthe

ceiling,itlookedmoreofaweddingthanaparty.

Phindile:Okayeverybodystop..Idon'tliketha

Aglassbreaks.

Phindile:Thatscomingoutofyourpaycheck..Noi

amjoking



Samkelo:Lighting,soundandfoodthatsonyou

Phindile:Howmuchamipayingyou

Samkelo:Mymoniesworth

Phindile:Nolikeseriouslyidon'tlikethat

Samkelo:Whatdoyouhaveinmindforpictures

Phindile:Myphotographyishandlingthat

Iamjustheresothatthecameracangetaclear

pictureofwhereiwas,ifsheneedsanythingdone

wearehere.

Nonhle:Mama

Me:Whatisthis

Nonhle:Foodtestingsinceyallheremightaswell

putyouintogooduse

Me:Ifthere'sfoodcountmein

Nonhle



Wetakeastepbackandlookattheamazingwork

mybabydid.Itlooksthosedineoandsolo

weddingsyouknowrichpeoplevibes,Samkelohas

trulyoutdonehimselfitlooksmagical.

Me:Babethisisjustwow

Hekissesmyneck.

Samkelo:Ubuyaniningikukhumbule

Me:Uyazimengihambamanjekumelengiphinde

ngibuye

Samkelo:Okaynoproblem

Me:Ngiyadlalaungilandekusasa

Wekiss.

Phindile:Ifyoudon'tsuckingfacescanwegetback



towork

Me:Excuseusforaminute..Come

Mzwakhe

Ientertothemdrinkinganddancing.

Me:Doyouguysevertakeanythingserious

Thobani:Whyarewehere

Me:Iamputtingyouguystoatest

Thato:Why

Me:Seningijwayelakabinizitshelaukuthningcono

kunami.Iamtestingeachandeveryone'sloyalty.

AyandayouherewithmeThabisoyouleadthey

beenwantingyoutocomebacksinceforever

Thabiso:Iwouldliketotakethisopportunityto

thankmylittlebrotherohiamsohonored,youguy

won'tregretthis.Youwanttogeteveryonearrested

Me:Angithbangifunangiwilenamhlanje



elamanqamu,LuyandaandZamaniyoucanstay

behind

Thato:Iniudakiwemengifahlakasifahlakasonke

Ilookathim.

Thato:HadeBafo

Theylaugh.Thesoundofheelsclickingechointhe

warehouse,sheslowlytakesherstridesshe

promisedmetheywon'trememberherthenextday.

Iknowiamriskingherlifebutineedtoknowwhat

ishappeningwithinmycrew.

Thato:Mommy

Phindile:Helloboysletsmakethingsalittlemore

fun.Youwillhavefiveminutestogoandout

Me:Inthosefiveminutesiwillbewatchingeach

andeveryoneofyou



Phindile:Youwillhavetomakeitbacktothe

warehousewithinthosefiveminutes

Thabiso:Isthisajoke

Phindile:Ifyoufailtoreturnwithinthoseminutes

oneofyouwillalertthepolice

Me:Voluntarily

Thobani:Holdonwethesethingsarenotdone

magicallyoh

Zamani:Guys

Thato:Shutupwena

Zamani:Thetimerhasstarted

Thobanigrabshisthingsandrunsout.

Thato:UyinjaMzwakheyezwamgodoyi

Sorrygentsthisigottado.Letsseewhoisforme

andagainstme.
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Aweeklater

Mzwakhe

Colormenotimpressedtheyfaileddismally.Ihad

alreadytakenthemoneybeforetheycouldevenget

toit.Ihavesomeveryunreliablejerksinowknow

whoisformeandagainstme.TheliftopensJames

walkinwithahugebouquetofflowersandabasket.

James:Deliveryforma'am

Ireadthecard"Thebestsisterinthewholeworld"

Mxolisi'spartywassomethingelseicouldn'tstay

longbuttheybothhadablast.Helovedevery

secondofit,heleaves.



Me:Ngiyabonga

James:Forwhat

Me:Imustscreamloudnowforthewholeworldto

hear

Hestepsclosertome.

Me:Yeahyeahdon'tincludeyouwhatever

Iwillincludethiscrackheadwheneveriwantto.

Phindile

Theychillingonthekitchenstools,hestepscloser

tohim.Hethanvigorouslygrabshimandruns,the

penthouseisundersiege.

Iwakeupgasping.



Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:NotcutePhindile

Me:Thehousethepenthouseisunderattack

Mzwakhe:What

Me:YouandJameswererunningtherewasashout

outhegrabbedyouandstartedrunning

Mzwakhe:Babycalmdownitwasjustabaddream

everythingispracticallyfine

IseeJamesapproachinghimfromtheback,he

pullsthetriggerstraightonhishead.Hefallsontop

ofme.

Iwakeupscreaming.

Mzwakhe:Ayayijwayelekilentoyakho

Me:Uhm



Igetupandlookoutsidethebalcony.

Me:Isthereacameralookingatme

Mzwakhe:Mxolisisentyouflowersandathankyou

basket

Me:Mxolisidoesn'tsendmeflowers

Thobani:"Bestsisterinthewholeworld"

Iriptheflowersapart.

Me:Mxolisidoesn'tsendmeflowers

Thobani:AhMzwakheyoumightwanttoseethis

Thesnakeshowsupbeforemeicollapse.

Mzwakhe



Explosivessosoonthispersonwantsustodance.

JamesentersPhindilehascollapsed,helooksat

herthanme.

James:Youcalledme

Me:YouknowJamesthere'snothingmoreihate

thanbetrayal

James:Didn'twegothroughthis

Me:Iamgoingtoaskyouonelasttimeareyouthe

onebetrayingme

Phindilewakesupcoughingiseeaslightreliefin

hiseyes,ipretendtonotseethat.

Me:Youokay

Phindile:Pleasedon'tdothis

Shefaintsagainthisbetterbeonegoodbetrayalfor



Phindiletobestickingupforhim.

MambaRiver

Phindile

Sizwe:Hereallydoesn'tdeserveyourprotection

Me:Everyonehasagoodheart

Sizwe:Hisisnot

Me:Youjustdon'tlikeanyonesaythat

Sizwe:Notentirelyeveryoneyouhereandilikeyou

IhavetriedandtriedtoprotectJamesbutheisso

defiantihavegivenmyall,ican'tanymore.

Me:Dotheyneedtostayhere

Sizwe:Idon'twantJamesbadjujuallupinmyriver

Me:Yourriver



Sizwe:Imeanyourriverwewillgivethem

protectiononcetheyoutAndilecanneverputthem

backin

Mzwakhe

Phindile:Sthandwasam

Me:YouandthatJamesbetterhaveagood

explanation

Phindile:Pleaseletitgoandpleasetellyourpeople

toletitgoyounotgoingtolikeitplease

Me:Iwillletitgoifyoustayabitlonger

Phindile:Weekends

Ithinkaboutit.

Me:Oneweekend

Phindile:Myfamilywillkillyou



Me:Notifishovemoneyintheirfaces...Ngiyadlala

Ican'tkillJameshewasfather'sfavoriteperson.

Dadwillsendheavythunderonmeseeingasheis

thestrongguidelookingafterus.

Itthunders.

Phindile:Seeletthisgo

Ilaugh.
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Phindile

Jameswasseeminglynaggingmetodayhedidn't

wanttoleavemyside.Whereveriturnedhewas

therethisisridiculousnothingisgoingtohappento

me.



Me:IstheresomethingyouwanttosayJames

James:Noiamjustdoingmyjob

Me:Yourjobisunderground

Thenigetavisionofmanattackingthepenthouse.

Hegivesmeaquestionablelookwhyisthis

happeningtoday,Mzwakhecomesdownhekisses

mycheek.

Mzwakhe:Youokay..Phindile

Me:Mmmyeahiamokay..Iamokayandyouifeel

likesomethingbadisgoingtohappen

Mzwakhe:Doweneedtoprepareourselves

Me:Idon'tknowbutsomethingjustdoesn'tfeel

right

Itisnottherobberyiamworriedaboutitisthe



accidentisawhimgettinginto.

AndileMsomi

IamnotsureicantrustJamesanymore.Ialways

gottotesthim,mypatienceisrunningverythin.I

needthosebhengu'soutofmysightforgood.

Me:Sohesaidinhisbedroom

Sabelo:Thedoubledoorroom,hewilljamthe

systemandcutthecameras

Me:Arethereanycasualties

Sabelo:HimselfSakhileandMzwakhearetheonly

onesthathaveaccesstosecretmoneystash

Me:Yousure

Sabelo:Ifiknewhekeptcashthereiwouldhave

longtakenit,itsveryeasygainingexcesswhenyou

inside



IcallJames.

James:Sure

Me:Youbetternotfuckthisupthereisalotatat

stake

James:Doyourworstidon'tcare

Makemeunderstandhowpeoplesuddenlyhaveso

muchballstonotfearme.Idon'tunderstand.

Phindile

Iamafraidofaskingwhatisthebeefbetweenthe

Bhengu'sandtheMsomi's,peoplecannothate

eachotherlikethis.Iwaspeacefullymindingmy

owneatingmymeat.

Linda:Mommycelaukubuzayindabuhleziudla

inyama



Me:Mengakutshelalokhokuyomelengikubulale

Mzwakhe:Lindaniawuhlukanenemama

Ieatalotofmeatbecausewelliamasnake,ican't

eathumanssureashellwon'teatanimals.Buti

can'ttellthemthatthough.

Mzwakhe:Uzishayanganinamhlanje

Me:Ithinkiwillbeinbedthewholedaysleeping,

halfofthetimeiamsleepinganyways

Mzwakhe:Morelikeeverytime

Me:Exactly

Mzwakhe:Doyouwishgoingbacktoyouroldjob

Me:Idon'tbuteverytimeispeakaboutwork...Wee

kudumaikhanda

Nonhlecallsme.



Me:Mayipleasetakethisphonecall..Heypretty

lady

Nonhle:Justcheckingnjeukuthuyaphila

Me:Howwhenyounotaround

Nonhle:Babytreatingyouwell

Me:Iamstuckinthisloonybeanforalittlewhile

Welaugh.

Me:Ihavetogobeforemomgetsherparanoiaand

callMxolisiandrantaboutmebeingabadchild

Nonhle:Umdalaanywaysigottago

Me:Wanttogoout

Nonhle:Someothertime

Me:Okaymylovebye..Wanttogoout

Helaughseverytimeitrytodosomethingromantic

forhimhedoesn'tpitchupandthatisahugered



flag.

Mzwakhe

Ineedtomakemyselfunderstandnowihavea

girlfriendandsheisgoingtodothingsthatiamnot

used.Sheissohappyiamoutandaboutwithher

butthisnoguys,don'ttheyteachcashierstobefast

oropenupmoretills.Iamtoohandsometobeseen

inpubliclikethis.

Phindile:Iamsorry

Me:Ayayhawu

Shesmiles.

Me:Yougoteverything

Phindile:Yes

Me:Wheretonow



Shesmilesiamnotsittinginanotherstore.I

receiveamessage"Iseeyou"didn'tiblockthis

girl'snumber,ideletethemessagesshecanseeme

walkingwithmywoman.Igiveherakissonthe

cheek.

Phindile:AhhThankyou

Myheartmelts.

Sakhile

Mzwakhebeingallbooedupiamkindoflonelybut

idarenottellhimthatsowedecidedweweregoing

togoclubbingitsbeenawhile.Clubcocohas

misseditsresidentsandbiggestspenders.Wewere

inLindani'shouse.

Me:Usabaniukuhlalalawedwamuhlekabiumuzi



wakho

Linda:NgihlalanoThobanifinishandklaar

Welaugh.

Linda:Futhkeonceisettledowniwon'tneedtolive

withhim

Thobani:Velenamiangithandiukuhlalanawe

Mzwakhecallshimcan'thegetthepictureiam

ignoringhim.

Me:What

Mzwakhe:GiveThobanithephone

Me:Hewantstotalktoyou

Thobani:Skhuluayibuzwaphelaleyookaysho

Me:Youhappynow



Mzwakhe:Boybyedon'tactlikeyoudon'tmissme

Me:Mommyrubbingofonyou

Mzwakhe:Ican'tshejustbringsoutthebestinme

Me:Awuzweke

Mzwakhe:Anddon'tswitchofyourphone

Me:Okaydaddy

Phindile

Todaywasawesomeigotallhisundivided

attentionandhewasmorethanhappytogiveitto

me.WeenterandthemooddropsJameshasbeen

longwaitingforustocomeback.

James:Myshiftisovernow

Mzwakhe:Hambakhehlandini

Me:OkaystopitJamespleasestay

James:No

Me:James



James:Noma'am

Mzwakhe:James

James:Iskhathisamisesiphelilegoodbye

Heentersthelifticanonlyprayheleaves.

Mzwakhe:Doineedtochaseafterhim

Me:Ididwhatihadtodo

Ihopeiwillgetthemoneybackbecausethatisalot

ofmoney.

Mzwakhe

Afteragreatdaysomethinginmejustdidn'twant

tosleep.Istareatherbigasssheisfastasleep,do

iwakeherupwiththedickargh.Whatthehecklet

mejustgodrinkwaterassoonasiopenthedoori

feelsomethingonmyback.



Voice:Don'tmove

Ihithimwithanuppercutgrabbinghisguntwo

moreguyspointgunsatPhindile,heextendshis

hand.

Guy1:Wegonnashootherthesecondyoupullthe

trigger

Guy2:Suchaniceassyouwouldn'tmindifwe

someright

Me:Ifyoutouchheriwillkillyou

Guy1:Yetwetheoneswithgunsnowhandover

thegun

Voice:Youin

Guy2:Yeahweinbrohegotanicebitchnextto

him.Chocolateskiniamgettingturnedonjustby

lookingather

Guy1:Holdthis



Hetakesoutapocketknifeandcutsthroughmy

carpet,yougottatobekiddingmePhindilemoves.

Shedidsaysomethingbadwasgoingtohappen,i

should'velistenedandtooknecessaryprecautions.

Guy3:Don'tmove

Howthefuckisthishappening.

Guy1:Howdoweopenthis

Me:Idon'tknowyoutheonewhofoundit

Guy1:Hmmokay

HegrabsPhindileshescreamsitrytodo

something,theyhitmebythelegsigodown.

Man1:Howdoiopen



Phindile:Whatsgoingon

Shescreams.

Me:Heywatchit

Man2:Youaskingtwomanyquestions

Hefiresthelockbingoican'tevenlookathersheis

nakedandthanstartsherthings.

Guy1:Getthebagsudliwayinilo

Phindile:Wa..Waterpleaseic..Ican'tbreathe

Theygrabthebagswithnocareintheworld,where

thefuckarethesepeoplethealarmlongrangon

theirphones.

Guy1:Weleavingnowbutnotwithoutgettinga



tasteofthis

Hedragsherkickingandscreaming.

Phindile:Mzwakhe
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Sakhile

Wearriveatthepenthouseanditdeniedusaccess.

Wehadtogoaroundthebuildingandclimb,we

almostthereandicanhearherscreamsFuck.

Voice:Ifyoucouldjustrelax

wefinallyreachthetopagungoesofthreetimes.

Phindile:Mzwakhe



She'scryinghystericallynaked.

Thato:Here

Mzwakhe:Whatthehelltookyouguyssolong

Me:Wecouldn'tgetin

Ntandocomesdownwithablanket,Mzwakhe

wrapsitaroundPhindile.Iseetearsinhiseyesthis

ismessedup.

Thato:Hello..Whathowokaynoweokayokay

sharp

Me:What

Thato:Jameshasbeenrushedtothehospitalits

notlookinggood

PhindilegetsupMzwakhefollowsher.



Me:"Senzocomein..Senzo"

Senzo:"Yeahyeahwhatisgoingonkwakhala

ialarm"

Me:"Mzwakhe'sbeenattackedcheckthecameras"

Senzo:"EySkhuluakhofokollahaiboeverything

hasbeenerased"

Mzwakhe:Theytookthemoney

Me:Whathow

Mzwakhe:Ngizokwazelaphhewasn'tdoing

anythingwhenyoushothim

Thato:No

Mzwakhe:Doyounotlikeworkingwithme

Me:Mzwakhewebeenthroughthis

Mzwakhe:Andyoufailedhowthefuckdobitches

entermyhouse,triedtorapemygirlandknow

whereistashmymoney



Hechuckles.

Mzwakhe:Youmyselfaretheonlyoneswhoabout

this

Me:Idon'tknowMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Aykulungilebafethuqhubekani,

qhubekaninihambanodwamanje..Qhubekani

Hegoesupstairs.Itisgoingtobealongnight....

Mzwakhe

Ididn'tsleepawinkPhindilealmostgotrapedif

Thatoshowedupaminutelaterohman.Metalking

andthreateningthemclearlydidn'tmovethem,

somebodyontheinsideisouttodestroyme.

Sheturnsaroundlayingonmychestandgetsa

fright,shecoversherfacesighing.Ilaysideways

andputmylegoverhers,icanhearandfeelher



heartbeatingsofast.

Iholdhertightlybrushingherbacksheistaking

thisbetterthaniam,butifshebreaksitsover.

Andile

Iamsurroundedbyidiotsandincompetentuseless

humanbeings.

Me:WhatthefuckSabelo

Sabelo:Iforgotthatthinghadanalarm

Me:Youweretobusycomplimentingbigbooties

andyouforgotthemissionahh,iwishican

assassinateyouruselessass

Sabelo:Andile

Me:Shutup

OkaythinkAndilethinkyeahcallJames,ilookat



him.

Me:Youruglyasstamperedwiththebreaksand

thatfoolislayinginhospitalican'tgetanything

Iflipthetableinfrustrationthosecopscameoutof

nowhereandtookeverything.Ishouldhavewaited

tillwehadeverythinginourhandsandthangotrid

ofJames.

Me:Yougobackinthereandletmeknowwhatthey

saying

Iwon'tstopuntilthatmonkeyisgoneandoutofmy

sightforgood.

Me:Whyareyoustillhere



Sometimesifyouwantsomethingdone,yougotto

doityourself.

Phindile

Thingsgotabithecticiknowtheseancestors

wouldn'tletanythinghappentomebutthatwasnot

nice.Mzwakheisangryhedidn'tsleepatallthis

angerisnotgoodforhim,Jamesishospitalizedi

toldhimnottogothechosetonotlisten.

Iheaddownstairsandallofthemareherewellnot

all.Theymakewayformeisitandsnugglehe

kissesmyforehead.

Mzwakhe:UwuvulelomlomowakhoPhindile

ngizokusakazangenzimaimpamale

Ikeepquiet.



Mzwakhe:Thesearemybrotherstheynot

importantrightnow

Thabiso:Excusemewedomatterhawungabe

asikholaumakotiwethukanjan

Finallyigettoseethemaninmyheadhestands

behindtheonewhogavemeablanketyesterday,

theyalllooklikehim.

Him:"Iwasahandsomemanbackinthedays"

Me:Iseetheyalllooklikeyouandthemilliondollar

leftdimple

Him:"Andthat'showallofthemarehere..Hmm"

Me:Wherearethebags

Him:"Nhlakaniphohasthemheisapoliceman"

Me:Yougavethebagstoacop

Him:"Heismysonulamalemfeneeseduze

kwakho"



IlookatMzwakhethanbackathimandheisgone.

Igetupiamhungry,ihopetheydidn'tstealthe

food.

Mzwakhe:WhereismymoneyPhindile

Me:Nhlakaniphohasit

Mzwakhe

Nhlaka:Bhutiomdala

Me:Thosebagsiwantthemback

Nhlaka:Hellotoyoutoiamfabulousthankyou

Me:ShutupbringthosebagsbackNhlakaniphoori

amcomingtheregunsblazing

Nhlaka:Whatbags

Me:Kunemaliwenamanshidi

Nhlaka:EyakhoifunaniphokuAndile

Me:Bringmymoneyandstoptalkingnonsense



Nhlaka:Mzwakhe

Me:Idon'tcarewhatyoudoiwantmymoney

IhungupAndilewhatiswrongwiththatguyhmm.

Me:Mama

Phindile:Weee

Ilaugh.

Me:Twohourstops

Phindile:Don'tmakepromisesyoucan'tkeep

Me:Babe

Phindile:Whatamigoingtodowithmyself

Me:Iwillbringyoumeat

Phindile:Hee



Ilaugh.

Me:Iwillbebackipromiseyou

[06/06,10:38] :57

Sakhile

Wedefinitelyhavearatanditsstinking.James,

Mzwakheandiaretheonlyoneswhoknowabout

thesecretmoneystash,howdidallofthishappen.

Me:Idladlalabanileli

Thobani:Elamommy

Me:Nicewhywehere

Mzwakhe:Youneedtogofetchthebagsfrom

Nhlakanipho,secondfindoutwhyisAndileaftermy

asslikethis

Me:Isibuyileleyonjadidyougobackhome

yesterday



Mzwakhe:Yesno

Welaugh.

Me:UzokushayauPhindile

Mzwakhe:Whyyouthinkiamhere

Me:Aydon'tinvolvemeinyourwickednessletsgo

Nhlakaniphoicallhimonthewayout,hetellsme

wecanmeetinthemountains.Iwonderwhat

Andilewantsnowstillangryaboutprojectcupcake.

Mzwakhe

Sheistakingthisbetterthaniamicouldn'tcome

home,ithoughtabouthittingitbutthatwouldhave

beensoinsensitiveofme.

Me:Youdon'thavetostrongcryifyouwant.Shout



screamatmegoahead

Phindile:Whatdifferenceisthatgoingtomake

Me:AngaziPhindileangazi

Phindile:Ifibreakyouaregoingonarampage

Me:Nconolokhonokuthwenzeengath

akwenzekangaluth..ChaPhindilemusa

ukungibamba

Itrygettingheroffmeitsnotworking.

Phindile:Iknowiknow

Me:Howcanyoubecoolwiththis

Phindile:Mzwakhebabylistentome

Me:NoPhindileno

Phindile:Wegotbiggerthingstoworryaboutbut

yesitdoesn'ttakeawayfromwhatiamfeeling,iam

probablygoingtobescaredkuzodlula

Me:Ratherthatthanyoursilencedon'tdothisto



mePhindile

Phindile:Itsokayiamokay

Sakhile

Aftergettingthebagswepassedbythe

chisanyamatobuymommysomemeat,than

headedbacktothepenthouse.Youcanfeelthe

connectionthesetwohaveitsgreaterthananything.

Hecomesdowntoplesswecheerhimonandmake

theloudestnoiseenoughtoannoymommy,he

smilesandshakeshishead.

Mzwakhe:NifunauPhindileanishaye

Linda:Uyinxenyeyethukuzomeleakwamukele

lokho

Me:Asiyindawo

Linda:Simphatheleinyamafuth



Welaugh.

Me:Wegotthebagsandanotherthingyoubitch

whyisthisjustlayingaround

Mzwakhe:Bengazikuzokwenzekaintoenje

Me:Ifthisphonelandsonthewronghandsitsover

forus

Mzwakhe:YawellSakhileithappened

Me:Ukuthnaweubajwayezekakhulubacabanga

ukuthbengadalanomayini

Knowinghimhewillignorethisthanonce

everyone'sguardisdownhewillstrike,idonot

wanttobearoundwhenthathappens.

Phindile

Isneakedoutofbediwassohungryimakemyself



asmoothie.Iknowtheyallwonderingwhyami

beingsostrong,ifibreakallofthemaregoingto

causeunnecessaryproblemsidon'tneed.Iamnot

builtlikethatallmylifeihadtobestrongandnot

breakorshowweakness,formetoacceptthisgifti

hadtobetestedmymind,bodyandsoulhadtobe

tested.Iguessiwasbeingpreparedforsituations

likethis.

Hewrapshisstrongarmsaroundme,andpresses

meagainstthecounter.

Mzwakhe:Pleasedon'teverdothatagain

Me:Iamsorryigotalittlehungry

Mzwakhe:Youcandothatoncemyeyeslayonyou

Heturnsmearoundbendingmeover,hecaressmy

thighsslowlyliftingupmysilknightdresshe

plungesinwithoutwarning.



Me:Aaaah

Mzwakhe:I'msorry

Sakhile

WewasonSkypewiththewholecrewwhilepand

Mzwakhewerebangingeachother.Ineedtolet

themknowontherecentdevelopments.

Ndu:Skhulu

Linda:Sengilambileyazi

Me:Lindaniawukahle

Welaugh.

Me:OkaysowegotthemoneybackandCarson

hastakenit

Thobani:Nowdon'texpecttobepaid

Sabelo:Whathappenedexactly



Me:Thepenthousewasattackedthesebastards

triedtopullafastoneonmommy,Thatobroifyou

hadn'tshowedup

Thato:Wellanythingformydarkbeautifulpatient

Mzwakhe:WeeThato

HewalksinLindanirunsoutMzwakhechasesafter

him.

Linda:"Mzwakheawukahle..Mzwakhe"

Welaugh.

Me:Okaysoidon'tknowwhathappenedtheyjust

knewhowtogetinandhackoursystems

Ndu:WherewasJamesinallofthis

Me:Jamesleftheisstillinthehospitalandtoease

yourheartNdumisowewatchingme



Thato:Basicallyumfethumengadlulanga

ngalaphayangabesiculaamagugu

Theycomeback.

Mzwakhe:SeeNdumisotheguyisnotathreat

Ndu:Youallfoolsandiamgoingtobelaughingat

yourasses

Me:NdumisoKheswaiyekeleway

Heshowsusthemiddlefingerandturnsofhis

screenahh.

[06/06,10:38] :58

Mzwakhe

Youknowwhenyoujustfindyourhappyplaceand

nothingcanmatchthatamazingfeelingintheworld.

Iamhavingmybesttimewiththisgirlandifucking



loveit.

Phindile:Myboneswillendupcracking

Me:Ithoughtyouwouldbesleepingconsidering

Phindile:Honeyicangoonfordays

Me:Ushonje

Phindile:Whoamanaphela

Me:Awangithuthe

Shegiggles.

Phindile:MzwakhestopMzwakhe

Ilaugh.

Phindile:Hellohmmayangenziluthongiyabuya

velebazobastrong..Aymangiyabuyaokaybye.



Wow

Me:Everythingokay

Phindile:Justtheboyswantingtocomehere

Me:Really

Phindile:Nothappening

Me:Awmama

Phindile:Letmegoandiwillcomebackon

Wednesday

Me:Mxmkulungileamasontoamabilinama

weekend

Phindile:Done

Shejumpsoverthecouchandrunsaway.

Phindile:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoobitch



Shelaughsigotsomeworktodoanyways.

James

Itrytoopenmyeyestheyfeelheavyashell.Itryto

speakidon'thavetheenergysomebodygetthis

thingoutofmyface.Mybodyhurtsfeelslikeaton

ofbricksfellontopofme,ican'tmoveathing.

Voice:Therewego

Icanbreatheagain.

Phamandla:HelloJames..Ahahrelaxyouinthe

hospital,youwereinanaccident

IthanrememberPhindile'swordsstay,don'tgo.

Andileisajerkmycarhadnobreaksicouldn'tslow

down,nextthingicameincontactwithapothole

andboommycarwentflyinginthetree.



Phamandla:Yourememberwhoyouare

Inod.

Phamandla:Youknowwhoiam..Okaybhutiheis

awake

Hewavesthisannoyingflashinmyeyes,igather

thelittlebitofstrengthihaveandpushhishand

away.

Phamandla:YouveryluckyZamanifoundyou,had

itbeenaminutelaterthecarwouldhavegoneupin

flames,ohwaterright

Hepoursthewaterintheglassandinsertastrawin.



Phamandla:Ayinkuluindabakulimalanawe..Refill

IshakemyheadiseePhindile,isupposeiamthe

onlyonewhocanseeher.Iclosemyeyesjustkill

mealreadyican'ttakethisanymore.

Phindile

Homesweethome

Me:Heybedhowareyouimissedyousomuch

Mynaughtyrascalsrunintheroom.

Mvelo:Auntie

Me:Ninjanbeniziphethekahle

Mvelo:Uzosilanda

Me:ChamkhulusohambaMondaysihlaleisonto

lonke



Mvelo:Ngempela

Me:Ngempelasthandwasam

Theyrunofiamsohappytobehomebutthani

misshimnow,letmecallhim.

Me:Voicemailargh

Ma:Saleusunginekelaiwashingi

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe

Itrustmygirlfriendshewon'tbetraymeunlessi

messupthanshewillhitmeandburnmealive.

Me:Yousaidhewasawake

Phamandla:Themedicationmusthavedrugged

him,hehasn'tfullyrecoveredweveryluckyhe



survived

Me:Aretheirfatalities

Phamandla:Afewbrokenbones,lostalotofblood

howeverwearedoingthoroughtestingjusttomake

sure

Me:Hashespoken

Phamandla:Nohecommunicateswithhiseyes

thoughearlieronitlookedlikehewasseeinga

ghost

Me:James

Hegaspwakingup.

Phamandla:Mzwakhengizokuxhoshayezwa

Me:HiJamescanyoutellmewhodidthistoyou

andikillhim.Nobodymesseswithmelikethatand

getsawaywithit

Phamandla:Thisisthelookhehad



Ilookbackwhatishestaringat.Iamgoingtohurt

Andilesobadhehasforgottenwhoiam.Hethinks

myguardisdownandhecancomeatmeinall

angles,iwasn'tscaredthanandiamnotscared

now.Ifhethinkstakingmedownwillmakehim

somepowerhousehegotanotherthingcoming.

Phindile

IfbeingwithMzwakhemeansidon'thavetobe

troubledlikethisiwilltakeit,afterhangingthe

washedclosedonthelinetheyattacked.Ikeep

runningaroundthehospitalcantheyleaveJames

alone.Heisagrownmanandcanmakehisown

decisionsifhewantstocontinuebetrayingtheboys

that'sonhim,andthereisathingcalledkarma

she'smybestfriend.

Myphoneringssomewhere.



Mvelo:Auntie

Me:Iphendule

Mvelo:Ukhonayebo

Heshovesthephoneonmyear.

Me:Hello

Hescreamsandshoutsinmyearismile.

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Wazewangilalelisairingtone

Me:Ngiyaxolisasthandwasam

Nonhle:Sanibonaweesisiulalelaniphansikuma

tiles

Mzwakhe:Ohayiwasjustcheckingonyou

Me:Thankyou



Nonhle:Phindile

Me:AngilelengikhulumanoMzwakhe

Nonhle:Youtalkinghalfasleepweeayathi

ngaphazamisi

Me:Baby

Mzwakhe:Utshelelawomadlozingizowashaya

usuyajolamanjeengalokothiengijwayelekabi

Me:SiyakuzwaNgcolosiihavetogonowiloveyou

Mzwakhe:Iloveyoutoo

Mzwakhe

Iwantedtoseeifeveryoneforgottheysawherand

todiscussthewayforward.Ican'tkeephavingan

loseendsandenemiesthinkingiamperishable.

Senzo:Ngiyaqalaukukbonaujabulekanje

Me:Kuyangifanela

Senzo:Skhulu



Melusi:Ubaniveleloyongiyahalelaukumbona

Me:(Singing)ngishoungakhalaubizeumalume

ubizeumamakhongekenimbonalongekenimbone

Theylaugh.

Me:Okayyallcangonow

Melusi:Wehavejobsandlivesyouknowoutsideof

thisdon'tdothat

Onlytheonesagainstmewouldhaveaproblem

withmekickingeveryoneout.Myguystheynoiam

crazyandpaynoattentiontome.

[06/06,10:38] :59

Nonhle

AweekawayfromSamkeloandtheMsomi'sisthe

cherryontop,idon'thavetolistentoAndile's



whining,idon'thavetoworryaboutmysafetyor

whenSamkeloisgoingtocheatonme.

Mvelo:Utheauntiesohambasiyekamalume

MalumeisMzwakhehehasalovingandcaring

sideunderneathallthescarinessheposes.

Me:Ngempela

Mvelo:Uzobeukhonanawe

Me:NgiyasebenzaminaMvelo

Helooksdisappointed.

Me:Kodwangizokhulumanoauntie

Mvelo:Yaay



Shewakesupcoughing.

Me:Awuyavukainkosazane

Phindile:Yourinagoodmood

Ismile.

Me:Youhungry

Phindile:HasMzwakhecalled

Shegrabsherphonewowokaynoiamjoking.

Sakhile

Mzwakhe'sphonedisturbsushesmiles,thegents

lookateachother.

Mzwakhe:Mommy



Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Changihlezinjeawkodwaokaymommy

bye

Senzo:HaiboSakhileubanilohlanyisauskhulu

kanje

Me:Angazinam

Ndu:Obviouslyyouknowyouhisbestfriend

Mzwakhe:WhatdoesSakhileknow

HeshowsmeapictureofPhindilehesmiles.

Mzwakhe:Allmine

Me:Eyakhonjayam

Mzwakhe:Mfethuyazininesdinathinasiyazazi

iyintombizenu

Thobani:Washa



Mzwakhe:Siyazaziyininaningazongiphaphela

mxmfuckindabayenu

Hestormsof.

Me:Mzwakhemanjeuyaphiniyabonake

Ndu:Sukauseyombhebha

Welaugh.

Phindile

Itslikewereadeachother'sminds.Hefetchedme

andweendedupnakedonmybed.

Mzwakhe:Damnimissedyou

Me:Youleftyourboys

Mzwakhe:Kadesihlelikamnandisiziphuzelaangazi

bahlanganaphinawe



Me:Drinkingsoearly

Mzwakhe:Theyweredrinkingnotme

Me:WellileftNonhleandtheboysalonesoa

quickienyanaoryoutakemebackhome

Mzwakhe:Iwantyoubackinthepenthousefigure

outwhatyougoingtodo

Heheadstothebathroomouragreementwas

Wednesdaywhyisheactinglikethisnow.

Mzwakhe

Thereasonwhyiwantheraroundtheygoingto

keeppesteringme.Iamonlylettinghermeetmy

familynotthecrew.

Sakhile:Ahmfethuwemeetingthegirlfriend

Me:Ican'teven

Sakhile:Maybetheywillbackofoncetheyknowher



Me:Theseclownsidon'tknowsheiscomingwith

Nonhleandtheboys

Sakhile:Don'tworryaboutitwegoingtoworkitout

Me:Justmyfamilyidon'twantthecrewknowing

herobviouslyThobaniandLindaniwillshowtheir

uglyassidon'tmind.

Sakhile:Heytakeyourtimeboyweinnorush

Me:Okayiwillmeetyoubackathomeshe'sangry

atmeihavetodropheroff

Welaugh.

Nonhle

Phindile:WeagreedonWednesdaynowheis

switchingthingsupheheiwantyoubackinthe

penthousefigureoutwhatyougoingtodo

Me:Sowegoingbacktothepenthouse

Phindile:Wegoingbacktothepenthouse



Ilaugh.

Me:Don'tworryyougoingtobefineheisprobably

testingyou

Phindile:Hetestwiththewrongone

Me:Girlihavetogoigotanotherincomingcall

Ihungupandanswerhiscall.

Me:Hey

Sam:Heyjustcheckingonyou

Me:Ohthankyouiamfineandyou

Sam:Greathowiseveryone

Me:Theygoodpwenttobuysomemeatiamhere

withtheboys

Sam:Okayisentyousomethingsenjoy



Me:Wow

Ilikethathetryingbutthingsdon'tchange

overnight.HemightbesweetSamkelonowlaterhe

isamonstergunningformyblood.Letmegopack.

[06/06,10:38] :60

Mzwakhe

Mybabyiscomingiambothnervousandexcited

fortomeetthem.Theyshallimpressherorelsei

amgoingtokilleveryone.

Thabiso:Finallywegetaproperintroductionwith

thisyounglady

Me:Pleasebehaveyouleadthepackyouneedto

represent

Thabiso:Iammarriedsorelax

Olwethu:Isthereanythingicando



Me:Welliwantyoutobuteish

Olwethu:Ohcomeonwhatstheworstthatcan

happen

Sakhile:Haadoyouhaveanyideawhathis

girlfriendislike,that'swhyhedoesn'teatanything

notpreparedbyher.Ifsheleavesshemakessure

sheleavesmealsthatwecanjustdefrost,heatup

andeat

Ismileyesmybabydoesleavemewithmealssoi

don'thavetosufferordieofhungerwhenshe'snot

around.

Nothando:Ohsothatswhyyoudon'twantmeto

cook

Sakhile:Youcancookformeanginankinga

Me:Okaylookjusttellthemtheybetternotbe

comingandgoing

Sakhile:Nhlakaniphocoming



Me:Arghletmecallhimandseeifhecanmakeit

IamfreakingoutOlwethuandNothandostart

preparing.

Phindile

Wewentoutfirsttogetourselvespamperedand

someshopping.Mrsaidsomethingaboutthewayi

dress,canitgetanymorecontrollingthanthat.He

istryingtochangeandunfortunatelyican'tbethat

barbiedollhewants.

Nonhle:Whereisourrideyoudonewitheverything

Me:Iamnotsure

Nonhle:Whoisthatgwegwewalkinghunk

LindanihesentLindanicouldn'tThobaniorSakhile

fetchmesinceJamesisstillinhospital.Hediesin

laughtericantellheisgoingtoannoymewithout



eventrying.

Linda:Mommy

Iwalkawayfromthemtheylaugh.

Linda:Hawusweetheart

Nonhle:Comeboys

Whyamigettinglikethisnow.Thesecuritysees

meandopensthedoor,igetinandwaitforthem

takingtheirsweettime.

Mvelo:Siyakamalumemanjenomasiyekhaya

Nonhle:Isurprise

Mvelo:Ngiyawathandaamasurprise



Doesheevenknowwhatasurpriseistheylaugh.

Linda:Everythingokay

Nonhle:LetsgoLindani

Linda:Awmommy

Voice:Yewenanja

Linda:Sakhileiamcomingbacknow

Sakhile:"OhyoubetterbehaveMzwakhegoingto

killyou"

Linda:Atleastiwilldieahappyhappyman

Theylaugh.

Me:Nonhle

Mzwakhe

Theyshouldbebackanyminutenowtheytwenty



minutesawayfromthepenthouse.Speakingofthe

penthouseitissmellingdevineupinhere,my

brothersallofthemarehere.Nhlakaniphosaidifhe

doesn'tcomeinanhourstime,hewillmeetPhindile

someothertime.

Sakhile:Relaxbro

Me:Don'ttellmetorelaxyoumeetingwithmy

girlfriend,themostnotorioushumanbeing

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Ndodacomedown

Theliftopenstheyentertheboysruntome.

Me:Heytherelittlebuddies

Mvelo:Wenotlittleanymore



Me:Ahmaphaphiyose

SheheadsupstairsilookatLindaninottoworryi

amgoingtotapthatasswhenallofthisisover.

Sakhile:Lindani

Linda:Ididn'tdoanything

Me:Yellowbone

Nonhle:Heyiknow

Me:Don'tworryherbaggageisminejustasmuch

asmybaggageishers

Nonhle:Baggageokay

Me:Youknowididn'tmeanitlikethat

Nonhle:Itsokay

Me:Wastheridefine

Nonhle:Youhershe'sfine

Mvelo:Theevilspiritshaveenteredherbody



Nonhle:Whotoldyouthat

Mvelo:Dad

Nonhle:Comeletsgodon'tlistentoyourdaddy

Mvelo:Buthesayswemust

Nonhle:Mvelo

IbeensayingthisMxolisiisnotokayinthehead

whosaysthatabouttheirsister.

Thobani:Mxolisikodwa

Welaugh.

Phindile

Iwastotallyoutofitididn'tknowwehadguests

coming,whycouldn'thejusttellmethatinsteadof

goinglocoonme.



Mzwakhe:Ayuyenakelobafethu

Iamatmyworstandhedecidestointroducemeto

hisfamily.

"Bafokwangathiakajabulinjeukusibona

Mzwakhe:Iyintozakhebafoehlokhulumayo

uNtando

Me:Youcouldn'tsayyouintroducingmetothe

family

Mzwakhe:Kunenkingayini

Me:Lookatmehowamisupposedtoknowwhatis

goingon.Doyouunderstandthatwheniwakeup

tomorrowthereishighpossibilityiwon'tremember

whathappenedorwhotheyare,awesome

Ileanbackandclosemyeyes.Helaughs.



Mzwakhe:Okaybabyiamsorryjustthattheykept

pressuringme.Ithoughtmaybeiftheyknewand

sawyou,theywouldgetoffmyback.Stopstaring

atherandintroduceyourselves

Theylaugh.

Me:I

Aspiritpassesbyigetupcoughing.

Mzwakhe

Okayididnotthinkthisthroughperhapsishould

havepreparedher.Shehascollapsedandnot

responding,iknewthiswasamistake.

Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:Iamnotsurewhatishappeningletmetry



againNono

Ayanda:Usaphilanjelomuntu

Me:Mama

Nonhle:WePhindilewenaawuvuke

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Okayherbaggivemeherhandbag

Iquicklyrunupstairsgrabthebagandheadback

down.Shetakesoutsomewaterbottlethan

sprinklesalittlebitonherface,shewakesup.

Me:Mama

Sheisbreathingheavilyandcrying

Nonhle:OkayPhindilecalmdownlookatmecalm

downsisi



Linda:Maybeyoushouldtakeherupstairsbro

Me:Mamakwenzenjanmanje

Nonhle:Takeherupstairs

Mzwakhewhatdidyoudo.

Nonhle

Iwishinewwhattotellthemimyselfiscompletely

lostandworried.Thelastthingiwanttodoiscause

paniconthem,ibelieveeverythingwillbefine.

Sakhile:Niyabonaukuphaphakwenu

Olwethu:Iseverythingokay

Me:Idon'tknowshewilleventuallycalmdownwe

justneedtowait

Thabiso:Ujwayeleveleukwenzanjenomaithina

Me:Thebestwayicanexplaintheymaybecalling

herorthere'saspiritthatwantstoconnect



Olwethu:Maybeweshouldjustgo

Mzwakhe:Nalokhongayiceboelihle

Hesayswalkingdownthestairs.

Thabiso:Ungasidinelwaphelanathibesingazi

Me:Pleasedon'tgoitwillupsetherlet'swaitokay

let'swaityeah

Imyselfamnotconvincedwejusthavetohaveto

wait.

[06/06,10:42] :61

Mzwakhe

Lastnightwasacompletedisaster.Iliterallysaw

mylifeflashbeforemyeyes,allthetimesheacts

likethismymindautomaticallythinksokaythisisit

sheisdying.Whydorelationshipshavetothishard,



especiallywhenonepersonisspiritualohGodgive

mestrength.

Iturnoverthebedisempty,iheaddownitsalready

abrawlinhere.Igrabherbytheneckshescreams.

Me:Ngikutshelekangakiukuthyibaintoyokuqala

engiyibonayomengivukahuhPhindile

Iletgoofhershehitsme.

Phindile:Uyasanganaekhanda

Me:Ngobaungaboniayibalulekileyonkele

nonsenseoyenzayo

Phindile:Ngizokushayangempamawenacishe

ngashonaizolobewuzothinaahsuka

Ihugheritwilltakemealifetimetotameher



Me:OkayiamsorryPhindilebutyoudon'tlisten

howmuchbeggingdoineedtodokanti.

AsingaxabaningalentoPhindilengizoqheheka

ubchopho

Phindile:Ngiyaxolisa

Nonhle:Wowilikehim...Phindiledoesn'tapologize

yousayfyoushesaysfyoutoo

Thabiso:Utshwalakodwaekusenikanje

Shelooksathimlikeexcuseyou.

Nonhle:Yeahiwouldn'tevenletyousmashevenif

youhadallthemoneyintheworld

Shegulpsherdrinkinhisface.

Me:Pleasedon'tdothat



Phindile:Ican'tpromiseyouthatbutyoualways

morethanwelcometospankmyass

Don'tmindifido.

Phindile

Iknowiembarrassedmyselfbecausetheygiving

methesestrangelooks,whicharepiercingthrough

mysoul.Aspiritcamebyiwasalreadyalloverthe

place,iwasmiserable,igotscaredididn'tknow

whattodo.

Me:Ngithiuyabaphakela

Nonhle:Haiboamadodaamangakacabanganje

yimilosengiguqelaiyimbhodlaezingaka

Me:Bazokuphoxa

Nonhle:Weeobanilabashamebukaindlela

abangibukangayongathngilithamboekumele

balicabe



ShesaysthatlookingatAyandahelooksdown

blushingandlooksawaytheysmile.

Mzwakhe:Ngiyabonga

Ihandhimaplate,hepullsmyarmandkissesmy

cheek.Igetbutterfliesinmystomach.

Linda:Awkodwankosimmm

Thespiritappearsagainandthistimeicanseehim

clearasdaylight.

Him:"Foralongtimeiwantedtocommunicatewith

him.Iwantedtohughimandtellhimitsokay,iam

alwaysherelookingoutforhim"



Hechucklesandtoucheshimontheshoulder.

Sakhilelooksathisshoulder.

Him:"Nowyouhereiwanttoensurehimmylove

forhimwillneverend"

Iseeahandwavingthroughmyfaceiquickly

removeitandheisgone.

Me:Whatyoudothatfor

Mzwakhe:Okayyouareannoyingmenowandi

don'tlikethat

Me:Iamsorryjustthatsomeoneimportantwas

hereandnowheisgone

ABambinocomestomythoughts.

Me:Bambino



Theystopeatingandlookatme.

Mzwakhe

Weallinaweonepersonusedtocallhimthat.After

hisdeathhemadeussworetonevereverreferto

himasBambino.Hisbrotherdiedaverypainful

death,itwasatraumaticexperienceforhim.

Thabisolooksatmeboylooktheotherway.

Sakhile:Whatdidyoujustsay

Me:Bafo

Phindile:Pleasejustcomebackandsaywhatyou

havetosay

Sakhile:Phindile

Shelooksathimandsitsdown.



Phindile:Iamsorryforsnappingatyou

Me:Iwillforgiveyoubecauseyoubeautiful

Sakhile:Phindilengikhulumanawe

Phindile:Ohsorryyes

Hechuckles.

Sakhile:Skhulubambaicherryyakhongaze

kudalekeamanyala

Linda:Haa

Me:Youknowshe's

Sakhile:VoetsekMzwakhegetyourgirl

Hewalksawayiamnolongerintroducingherto

anyone.

Sakhile



SmisousedtocallmeBambinowhenhediedmy

lifebecameanightmare.Idon'twanttohate

Mzwakhe'sgirlfriendbutthis,thisistoomuchfor

meandisbringingalotofemotions.

Phindile:YoumadbecauseicalledyouBambino

Me:Okayenoughstop

Mzwakhe:Sakhilejust

Me:Eythulawenangithekhuzaintombiyakho

kuzomoshakalakakhulu,ngiyakuncanywayezwa

grootungadaliamaflop

Phindile:Youknowtheyreadyandwaitingto

communicatewithyou,yourmotherandbrother

Ialmostgrabbedherneckthatshowangrysheis

makingandpissingmeof.

Me:Getthisbitchoutofmyface...Nowbeforeipop

herbrainsout



Phindile

Jamesbroughtmealotofheadachesandagony

andnowitsSakhile.Thelongerheprevailsthisthe

harderitgetsforme,thispersonwillnotrestuntil

hespeakstoSakhile.Mzwakheentersiwasfolding

hisclothes.

Me:Youdidn'thavemybackoutthere

Mzwakhe:Sakhileismybrotheriwillalwayshave

hisback,withregardstotheBambinosituation

Me:Youkilledhim

Hesighs.

Me:Youdon'tneedtoclickthepennobodyisgoing

tohearourconversation

Mzwakhe:Phindileiwas



Phindile:Supposedtoprotectmeyouwere

supposedtoprotectme,yousawhimalmostand

thatsabigalmostwanttostrangleme

Mzwakhe:Wedon'tcallhimlikethatanymorehe

Phindile:Heisstupidandactinglikeabitch

Mzwakhe:EygadamawukhulumaPhindileangisiye

umnganiwakho

Itakehisthingsandputthembackontheshelves.

Mzwakhe:Manjeuyaphingobasakhuluma..

Phindile

Ileavetheysteelhere,helooksdownclenchinghis

Jaws.Iheadtotheliftineedtoclearmymind.

Nonhle

Thisfamilyintroducingwasadisasterfrom



yesterdayandthingsjustwentleft.Phindilehasleft

Godknowswhereshewent.

Lindani:Phelawenamommyleligamaliletha

imizwaebuhlungukabi

Me:uPhindileyenaalimuletheliiyinhlungustop

Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe:Nonhlewhereisyourfriend

Me:Idon'tknowyoukickingusout

Mzwakhe:Iamleavinghavefundon'twaitup

Ifisomuchopenmybigmouthhewillletmehave

itinapainfulway.Thesepeoplearenotreadyfor

her,heisdefinitelynotreadyforher.

Thobani:Uyishiyaniniindodayakho



Me:Ifyouknowwhatsgoodforyou,youaregoing

toshutup

Hegivesmethemiddlefingerilaugh.Ayanda

staresatmeeatingthispeach,istickmytongueout

alittlebitandtakeabit.Heshiftslookingatthe

otherpersontheydieinlaughter.
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Fewdayslater

Sakhile

Ididn'tmeantosnaporcauseproblemsbetween

them.Ijustdon'twanttobecalledbambino

PhindileandNonhlearestillhere.Mzwakhehasn't

beenbackforafewdaysnow,probablysmashing

someoneruiningagoodthing.

Me:Uhmmommy



Nonhle:Don'tdothatunqabileanganukuth

akhulumenawe

Thobani:CallMzwakhetellhimtomeetatthe

warehouse

Thabiso:NowSakhile

Wherethehellamigoingtofindhim.

James

Iwasslowlyrecoveringbutthesestupiddoctors

won'treleaseme.Mzwakhedayandnighthasbeen

heredoesn'thehaveagirlfriendorishewatching

mewantingtoseewhat'sgoingon.

Me:OhthankGodpleasegethimoffmyleg

Hisbigheadwassoheavyonmylegididn'twantto

interrupthim,hecameindrunktalkinginriddles.



Phamandla:Mzwakhe

Heshootshisheaduprubbinghisneck.

Mzwakhe:Ouch

Phamandla:Howdidyousleep

Me:Okayconsidering

Mzwakhe:Youmustreallyhatemewhywouldyou

letmesleephere

Me:Youwouldhaveruinedagoodthingwiththat

lovelylady

Mzwakhe:Ican'tbelievetheymakingmechoose

betweenthem

Whatishetalkingabout.

Mzwakhe:Nobodycallshimbambinoanymorehe



gotreallyangryandalmoststrangledher

Me:Sakhile

Phamandla:Yourespondingverywellinnotime

youcango

Me:Whathappened

Mzwakhe:Idon'tiguesssomeonefromtheother

sideistryingtocommunicatewithSakhileshesaid

thiscoolnameandeverythingjustwentleft

Me:Iwouldkilltohavecommunicationwithmy

family

Helooksatmeshithowamigoingtooutofthis

one.

Mzwakhe:Nowtheyputtingmeinthemiddle

Me:Theydidoryoudid

Mzwakhe:Itdoesn'tmatter



Welaugh.

Phamandla:Whyyouscreamingnow

Me:StayoutofitSakhilelovesthatgirlandyouare

goingtoruinit,ifbambinowantstotalkhewillfind

awaytogethisattention

Mzwakhe:Heismybestfriend

Me:Andsheisyourgirlfriendthosecomeandgo

Sakhileisforeveryallwillbelaughingthenextday

likenothing

Mzwakhe:AndihavetobegandpleatillJesus

comesbackahh..Willhesurvive

Phamandla:Heisastrongoethisonediehard

yangempela

Mzwakhe:WhatisyourconnectionwithAndile

Iknewthisdaywascoming.



Sakhile

Heentersthewarehouseandsitsdownquietly.

Me:Skhulubengaqondileukukxabanisanemama

Mzwakhe:Nizosebenzalanomanizongidakelwa

Thobani:Khonaitruckezayoiphetheimishini

engasukumiphansiintandokaziyethuiyazifuna

Mzwakhe:Nkabinde

Thobani:Nohere'swhatheisgoingtomakeand

thisiswhatwegoingtomake

Ihatebeingatoddswiththisguyican'tevensay

anythingbecauseitwilljustturnintoamess.

Mzwakhe:Doyouhaveaplan

Thobani:That'swhereyoucomein

Mzwakhe:Niyacavabekwispansamisokugcinalesi

Thobani:Youneverstopjustbecauseyouhavea



girlfriend

Mzwakhe:Watchme

Thobani:Okaycelasiyenzemasesiyavala

Mzwakhe:Ayanda

Hepullsoutthehomesecurity.

Phindile

Wehadthehousetoourselvesandwewere

drinkingaway.MveloandMjwerehavingabrawlin

theplayroom,soonwehavetopullthemout.

Nonhle:Yuuiwouldsuckthoseballstilltheymelt

Me:Eww

Welaugh.



Nonhle:IwouldbeTiffanyHaddishongirlstripwith

thoseballs

Me:Stopgrapefruit

Nonhle:Grapefruitthatshitmnganihmmbayafana

bonkeiwouldn'tknowwhotochoosefrom

Me:Theyalluglyandmeanwhoelse

Nonhle:Thabiso

Igasp.

Me:Olwethuisgoingtokillyou

Nonhle:Unobuyummymarnahhayisekholento

Me:Itdoesn'tlooklikehecanlastthatverylong

WelaughOlwethuisgoingtokillus.

Me:Iamsodrunkiwishmyasswashanging

somewhere



Nonhle:Howisit

Me:Girlifitwasuptohimhewouldlockmeinhis

roomandneverletmeout

Nonhle:Chilliwantathat,thatsecuritythatstability

Me:Youknowholdon

Theywatchingandlisteningtous.

Sakhile

Thefeedcutsoff.

Thabiso:Whatsagrapefruit

Mzwakhe:WatchpornThabisoyouwillknowwhat

isgrapefruit

Thabiso:Youknowwhatagrapefruitis

Welaugh.



Thabiso:Nowhatisagrapefruitandhowdareshe

saysidon'tlooklikeicanlastinthebedroom

Mzwakhe:Canyou

Thabiso:Iamnotadiseasecarryingbitchlikeyou

Linda:Thabiso

Welaugh.

Thabiso:Okaytellmewhatisagrapefruit

Mzwakhe:Eyawusiyekewena

Me:Skhulu..Don'tlookatmelikethatididn'tmake

youchosesidesawskhulusami.Ngizamile

ukuxolisakwashoukuthakayingeni

Igetupandgostraddlehim.

Me:Mzwakheyoh
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Phindile

Weprettymuchjustavoidedeachotherorrather

avoidedtalkingtoeachother.Welaidinbedquietly

ineachother'sarms,nothingmorebutintimacytoa

pointwherehereallyheldmelikeiwasescaping

himorsomething.

Mzwakhe:Sawubona

Me:Hi

Mzwakhe:Iamsorryfordisappearingyouguysput

meinaverydifficultposition.Yallpissedmeoff

andididn'tappreciatethat.Iknowishouldhave

stayedoutofitandididtheoppositeofit

Me:Thankyouforapologizingididn'tmeanforthis

tohappen,itsgoingtobugmeforawhiletopoint

whereiamliterallygoingendupinthehospital

again



Mzwakhe:Ngenzenjanphominangobaubrawami

Me:Thebestthingistoseparate

Iknowheisgoingtotakethisasmeusingthisas

anexcusetogohomeandthatisnotthecase.

Mzwakhe:Itsokayiwilltakeyouhomewhenever

youready

Hegetsoffandgoestothebathroom.

Sakhile

IamthebadguyformakingMzwakheandPhindile

fight.Shemustunderstandiwentthroughavery

difficulttime.Idroppedoutofschoolendedup

takingdrugs,myhomewasabridge.Iwouldgo

thereafterasmokeandjustallowthedarknessto

consumeme,therewasnothingmorethatexcited

methansniffingiwasinparadisecruisingoncloud



nine.

Hecomesdowntheboysjumponhim.

Mvelo:Malumekadesagcinaukukbona

Mzwakhe:Bengiyosebenzantwanayami

Mvelo:Utheauntieuzosiphathelaintoemnandi

Heisdefeated.

Mzwakhe:Nonhlecelaumenzeleukudlamase

uyamhambisela

Olwethu:She'snoteatingwithus

Mzwakhe:Akafuniukudalaiyinkinga

Ilookdown,theliftopensSmangeleenters.



Me:Thedevilmustbetestingme

HereyessinkdeepintoNonhlesheseemsso

shockedtoseeher.Mymindgoesbacktothedayi

showedherapictureofSmangeleandNonhle

actedweird.

Nonhle

Thismomentrighthereisbringingmesomuchjoy.

Iamfacetofacewiththiswhoreohifeellike

Mzwakheisgoingtolovethis.Shecan'tunderstand

athinggoingonhermindisperplexed,finallyigot

herwheresheissmall.

Sma:Whoarethesenewpeople

Sakhile:Ayabahlangenenawethisislovely

surprise

Mzwakhe:Canitalktoyouforasecond

Me:Sure



Igrabmyplateandfollowhimidon'twanttoreveal

allmycardsnow.Dammitdatingsomeonewhois

siblingswithadruglordisablessingandacurse.

Me:Ohareyouplanningonbendingmedownalso

Mzwakhe:Youknowverywelliwantto

Welaughhelocksthedoor.

Mzwakhe:Awusonaislimauyacavangikubizelani

Me:AngaziMzwakheuiamjusteatingmyfood

Mzwakhe:WhyuSmangeleekubukaengath

uzokukinya

Me:Idon'tknow

Mzwakhe:Nonhlengizohlukananomnganiwakho

kuzobaingenxayakho

Me:Haibo



Mzwakhe:Ngikubuzekahlekuyokusiza

ungiphenduleNonhle

Istareathim.

Me:Heabusesmesometimes,physically,

emotionallyandverbally.Smangeleishisside

pieceiamnotsurewhatisgoingon.Sabelo

Ipause.

Mzwakhe:Sabeloiswhat

Me:SabeloubhutiomncanekaAndile

Hechuckles.

Me:Alltheimcelibatethingisalieidon'tknowif

theyheretospyonyouorwhat



Mzwakhe:Youjokingright

Me:AskThobaniifyoudon'tbelieve

Mzwakhe:HeknowssabeloisAndile'sbrotherand

Smangele

Igrabmyplatethedoorautomaticallyopens,iwalk

out.

Linda:HeengithiheeweNonhlenjalo

Phindile:Whereyoucomingfrom

Mzwakhecomesbackilookatherandsmile.

Phindile:Youknowiwouldn'tevenfeelbadabout

killingyou

Me:Kanjankodwaitoldyouwesharingthese

handsomedevils



Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Ican'tnotbelievetheinformationNonhlejust

sharedwithme.

Me:SawubonaweSlindile

Sakhile:Smangele

Me:Aysmangelengempelaubekwayinila

Sakhile:Azihambezonkemawufunaahambe

Me:Okay

Theycomethroughwiththeirsuitcases.

Sakhile:AwMzwakhengiyadlalamfethu

Me:Don'twaitupforme

Phindile:Hellongiyabuyavelemanjeumemezelani.



ByeMxolisi

Me:Isthiseverything

Ayanda:Awseniyahambanjalo

Me:Bayahambabafo

Ayanda:Ohaynihambekahle

SomeweirdthingtranspiresbetweenNonhleand

Thabisotheychaseaftereachother,sheentersthe

liftjustasitsabouttoclose.Holdingabottleof

something.

Sakhile

Youmustjustignorepettinessidon'thavetimefor

nonsensewegrownassadults,letusactlikeit.

Thabiso:IamsogoingtokillNonhleyouknowshe

stolemyfavoritebottleofalltimes



Itwasfunnywatchingthemchaseeachotherfora

bottleofalcohol,sheranintothatelevatorlikeher

lifedependentonit.

Thabiso:Nxingizomthola

Linda:Whyyoulettingthemleavelikethat

Me:Idon'thavetimefornonsense

Thobani:ItsnotnonsenseifPhindilecan'trelaythe

messagetoyousheisgoodasadyingperson

Me:Thobani

Thobani:Youthinkhelovesseeingherleavehim,

heisdoingwhatsbestforhercomeonnowman

thinkaboutthis.Zamanisuedherwewerein

shambles

Me:Nowthatyouputitlikethat

Thobani:Intoazoyigulayonamanjustletherdo

whatsheneedstodo

IftheyleavethesepremisesMzwakhewillnever



forgiveme.Ilookatthem.

Linda:Hambauyabovimba

Me:YohsesofelauMzwakhenentombiyakhe

Mzwakhe

Me:Didyoustealthatfromhissecretstash

Shelaughshard.

Nonhle:Isawhimonetimeandonedayioverhead

theboyssayinghehideshisbestalcohol

somewhere

Phindile:Nonhle

Nonhle:What



Welaugh...Wereachundergroundiinstructthemto

gooutfirst.

Me:Idon'twantyoutogo

Phindile:Thandon't

Me:Yousupposedtosayidon'twanttogoeither

kantiunjanwena

Shegiggles.Somebodybangsontheothersidei

open.

Sakhile:Idon'twantyoutoleaveeither
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Mzwakhe

Finallyshewastootiredtogetupandmake

breakfastfornoreasonlikeiamherbreakfast,

lunchanddinner.HerphoneringsMxolisiletme



justannoyhim,iclearmythroatandanswerthe

phone.

Me:Awsbari

Mxolisi:Youthelongestboyfriendshe'severhad

Me:Really

Mxolisi:Yindabungijwayelakabiwena

Me:Awsbari

Mxolisi:SbariwokunukanikauPhindileifoni

Me:Sheissleepingbraandyounotgoingtowake

herupwithyourcraziness

Hechuckles.

Me:Phindile.Mama

Phindile:Hmm

Me:Mxolisiwantstotalktoyou



Phindile:Okay

Me:Aysbariengathkoyomeleumfonele

Hehungs.

Nonhle

Mxolisiisnothappyhewillbefinewestillenjoying

ourselves.Phindileisagrownwomanandshe

needssomethingconstructiveinherlife.

Me:UsitholileiskoleMxolisi

Mxo:Whyareyouguyseventhere

Me:Heyptakescareoftheboyswithherallshe

wouldneverdoanythingtohurtthem.Plusthey

lovebeinghere

Heignoresme.



Me:Thekidsneedstabilitywecan'tforevership

themfromthisplacetothattothatplace.Theygot

togotoschoolandplaywithotherkids

Mxo:Iwishyourfriendwasthatpassionateinstead

ofchasingrottenballs

Me:Okaythanwhatareyoudoingastherefather

whatareyoudoingtomakesuretheysettlein.You

triedhomeschoolingdidn'twork,whatistheplan

now

Mxo:Ishouldhavemarriedyou

Me:Findthemaschoolandasafeplaceforthemto

staysimpleungalokheuzixakangokuthuPhindile

ujolanobani

Mxo:Thatwastheonethingiwasworriedabouti

trustedherwithmykidsandnow

Me:Mxolisistopyournonsense

Mxo:Wow

IhungupSamkelocallsme.Ithinkaboutignoring

himbutthanheisgoingtobeapainintheass.



Me:Heybaby

Sam:ReallyNonhle

Me:Iamsorryihavebeensooccupiedwiththe

kids,phindileiwaspulledinmanydifferentways

Sam:Okaywhenareyoucominghome

Me:TomorrowMxolisiisbackithinksoandshe

haspeopletotakecareofher

Sam:Okaysendmeyourlocationiwillpickyouup

Me:Okaybye

Sam:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Mzwakhe

Shejustcouldn'tgetoutofbedandwasworrying

me.ButlikeNonhlealwayssaysitsnormalforher

anditsmyfirsttimeexperiencingit.Ihavetocheck

onherfromtimetotime.



Thabiso:Yadevilngakuthola

Me:Thabiso

Shesmilesandpokesherfruitsalad.

Thabiso:Wasindabastard

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Moja

Iknewtherewassomethingofaboutthisgirl,ifeltit

inmyballsandthereisnowayiamgoingtolether

playwithmyboysfeelingslikethat.

Sakhile:Mommyusangidinelwayininamanje

Me:Khohlwaindabazamommy

Sakhile:She'sstillnotgoingsoyoucando

whateveritisyouwantoriamgoingtomyhouse



Me:Okay

Nonhleheadsup.

Phindile

Nonhlewakesmeupthisistorturebutitsnotas

heavyanddeepwheniamathome.She'scoming

herewithnewsiamnotgoingtolike,shejumpson

thebedandlaughs.

Me:Pleasedon'tstart

Nonhle:Iamleavingtomorrow

Me:CanyouleavethedayafterpleasetextSamkelo

Nonhle:No

Me:Wow

IcallMxolisiioverheardalittlebitofthere

conversation.Hedeclinesthancallsmehimself.



Me:Bhutiomdala

Mxo:Uyishadileleyondoda

Me:Yaziangigulikakhulumengila

Mxo:Ohunedlozinomaubusanganiswaukuth

awunayoindoda

Ilaughandputhimonspeaker.

Me:Bengihlanyiswaukuthanginayoindoda

Mxo:Ayimpelangiyabona

Me:Youcancomehereallyhasabeautifulhouse

Mxo:Phindileiunderstandyouhavetodateand

whatnot,buthearingthatyougofordayswithout

checkingin.Imeanisthatevenokay.Heisthat

muchimportantforyounottobothercominghome

callingmomknowingthatyouarecrazy



IputhimofspeakerNonhleexcuseherself.

Nonhle

WhenitcomestoPhindileandMxolisibuttthefuck

out.Younevergoingtowindon'ttakepsideand

don'ttakeMxolisi'sside.Iexcusedmyselfbecause

thatconversationgottense,anditdidn'tneedme.I

endeduptextingSamkelotojustbarewithmeiam

cominghome.

Ayanda:Sawubonantokazi

Me:Weee

Helaughs.

"Ayandaohiamsorryididn'tmeantointerrupt"

Theylooksomuchalikehowcanyoutellwhois



who.

Ayanda:Yini

Luyanda:I'mLuyandaibarelyspendanytimewith

mybrotherssoyouwon'thaveaproblem

separatingus

Me:Icarebecause

Theylookateachother.

Mzwakhe:Whatareyouidiotsdoingarethey

harassingyou

Ayanda:Comeletsgosortoutyourproblem

Iamnotsurewhatthedealiswiththisguyandhe

isannoyingme,ilookatMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:Don'tworryyellowboneiamgoingto



dealwithit
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Mzwakhe

Iwonderhowlongiamgoingtoenjoymy

relationshipwithoutpeopleaddingtheirunsolicited

advice.Enemieswillbegunningforhertheywill

rushmetomarkher,shewillbecaughtinsomeof

mybattles.Theygoingtousehertogettome,itsa

lot.Iamgoingtotrymybestbutidon'tknowhow

fariwillget.

Phindile:Soifeellikeitsokaytomeetthefamily

now,cookanicedinnerandhavefun

Me:Aybabymaseuqulekala

Phindile:Ipromisenothingisgoingtohappenandif

somethingneedstohappen,ican'tstopitfrom

happening

Me:Whateveryoucomfortablewithiwilldoit



Phindile:Whoisonthephone

Ilockitandputitinmypocket.

Me:Iamsorry

Phindile:OhandanotherthingMxolisiiscoming

Me:OhGodtellmeaboutyouguysrelationship

Phindile:Inyovadamnnkosiyami.Iamthelast

bornatfirstwejustdidn'tlikeeachother,idon't

knowhehadthistoughexteriordon'tmesswithme.

Ohiremembermysomebodyatthattimewewere

together,withnocareintheworldohmythisis

embarrassing

Me:Awubhekeubhiziunikaotapeniiyintozaminxi

Phindile:Weneverevengottenachanceto,he

cameingunsblazingMxolisihasnochill.Dragged

meoutbeatthehelloutofme

Me:Good

Phindile:Whenwegothomeheattackedmesome



moreonsome"ngekengifikengisebenzekanzima

maseuyoqwayiza"nobodyhadmybackhisword

wasfinal.Eventuallyigotmythingstogetheri

studiedbusinessmanagementeverythingwas

goinghellagood.Istartedmyeventscompanyand

rolled

Me:ThingswithMxolisiwerenowfixed

Phindile:Nowedidn'ttalktoeachotherorididn't

talktohimforareallylongtime.Thanwhenthisgift

camehebecamemyloverandNonhle,idon'tknow

whatiwoulddoifyouhurtthemkilldoesn'teven

begintoexplainwhatiwoulddotoyou

Me:Thatsniceasfamilywenotmeanttohateeach

other,iadmirethatimyselfhavenoideawhatiwill

do.Thosearemyboysbrothersweprotecteach

othertothecore

Phindile:Whatisthethingwithlaughingthough,

youguysjustman

Ilaugh.



Me:Thatswhat'suniqueaboutusandpleasedon't

trytounderstandyouwon'twin

Phindile:Aypermissiontoleavetheroomplease

Me:Permissionnotgranted

Ipinherdownshebitsherlowerlip.

Sakhile

Nonhlelockedherselfinherroomshe'stiredof

Ayanda,shamepoorbhenguboyissmitten,

whipped.HislifehasstoppedbecauseofNonhle,if

hewantsherjustmakeamovealready.Insteadof

staringlikeheissomepsychostalker,comeon

Ayandagetittogether.

Thabiso:Ndodamawumfunamushele

seningahlulwauMzwakhe

Ayanda:Inkingayenuikephiaysuka



ningazongijwayela

Welaugh.

Me:Wowshame

Mzwakhe:Ayandaletstalk

Ayanda:Mzwakhe

Helooksathim.

Ayanda:IfthisisaboutNonhle

Mzwakhe:WhosaiditsaboutNonhlelistenyou

needtogopickupPhindile'sbrotherandphindileis

makingdinnergobuythese,lalelasendsomebody

elseandiamgoingtokillyou

Ayanda:Yebo

Heleaves.



Me:Youstillmadatme

Mzwakhe:Listenidonotcaretobemadatyou

Thisispainfulwhatareweevenfightingabout.

James

Iamhealednowbutstilltheydon'twanttoletme

go.Theseknowitalldoctorsareannoying,

Mzwakhehastotalktothemaboutdischargingme.

Me:Nisangigcinelanilangempela

Voice:Ahandheisawake

Isighandopenmyeyes.

Me:Youmusthaveadeathwish



Andile:Ain'tnobodygoingtoseemeimadesureof

that

Me:Ohreallydressingupasadoctorandsneaking

inmakesyouinvincible

Ilaugh.

Me:Youfailedtogetridofmenowyouhereto

threatenmesomemore

Andile:Istillhaveyourfamily

Mzwakheenterswithabasketonhishand.

Phindile

Andile'sdaysofthreateningJamesisoveriam

runningthisshownow.

Mzwakhe:Yohumuntmenganakilelauzokhulphala



IsentSizwetobeonthelookforAndile,because

theyarewatchingJamesunderamicroscope.I

hopehedoeskillanyonethatonehassomelose

screws.

Mzwakhe:Baby

Me:Yah

Mzwakhe:Ngiyabongayezwaukubakhonakwakho

empilweniyami

Me:Ahyouaresuchasweetheart,Nonhleyoucan

comeoutheisnothere

Iseesomesparkbetweenthem.

Mzwakhe:Ayandasaystheyontheirwayback

Iamsoexcitedtoseehimimissedhimsomuch.



Mzwakhe

DoesMxolisievenknowhowtosmile.Hehasthis

disapprovallookwatchingPhindileinthekitchen,

nobodyissayinganythinganditsawkwardashell.

Me:SoMxolisiGumede

Mxo:Whatareyourintentionswithmysister

Me:Iwanttofuckhertillforever

Mxo:Boy

Ilaugh.

Me:Ilikehermanandifwehavetofightforher

thanletsfight.Iwillhurtyou,youcomebetween

Phindileandi

Heisnotbuyingthat,iexcusemyselfigottagosee



Jamesanyways.

Phindile

Mxo:Whyamimeetingwithyouhereandnotat

home

Me:BecauseiamspendingtimewithMzwakhe

Mxo:Younotmarriedtothisguy

Me:Yourpointbeing

Mxo:Youspendaweekendmaximumthreedaysat

aboyfriendshousenotthewholebloodydamntime

Me:Youwouldunderstand

Mxo:Phindile

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Understandwhatthatyoudrivencrazybya

stupiddick

Iamnotcrazyhedoesn'tunderstandthesethings

don'tattackmewheniamhere,ifeelatpeacewhen



iamaroundMzwakhe.

Mxo:Engathizoqalaukungidinalentoyakho

Mvelo:Daddy

Mxo:Heyboysdidyoumissme

Mvelo:Comewehavetoshowyousomething

Mxo:Ungibonisani

Mvelo:Comedaddycome

Mxo:Whoaokay

Istartondinner.

James

Me:Twiceinonedayyoumustreallyloveme

Mzwakhe:Whatareyoutalkingaboutijustgothere

Me:Ohthanimusthavebeeninlalaland

Mzwakhe:Kuyacaca



OhPhindilemanhestilldoesn'tknowwhatdidido

todeservesuchluck.

Me:Imithiyaboibuyeidakwane

Mzwakhe:Youdoingwell

Me:Batshelebangikhiphephela

Mzwakhe:Forwhat

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Forgetaboutthatfocusonrecoveringwe

goteverything

Me:Theycan'tkeepmehereforeveryouknow

Mzwakhe:Iknowbutyousaferherethanoutside

Phamandla:Iwouldn'tbesosure

HeentersgivingMzwakhehisphone.



Mzwakhe:Thefuckhowdidhegetin

Phamandla:Theysaidhewasdressedupina

doctorsuniformtheydidn'tpayattentiontoit

Mzwakhe:Andileuyangijwayelayaziubanilo

sewukhulumanezipokhimanjeJames

Me:Itoldyounjeiwasnotmyself

Mzwakhe:Whatthehellareyouguysadministering

onhim,youknowwhatgetthedischargepapers

ThankyouAndileiamgoinghomeSabeloisthe

onewhoprobablyhackedintothesystem,thatidiot

isgoingtogetcaught.
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Phindile

IappreciateMxolisistayedbehindfordinner,this

willgivehimanopportunitytogettoknowthem.

Theyreallynicepeopleandtheyhavebeenniceto

me,Mzwakhewalksinjustintimealongsidehimis



James.

Sakhile:Awbhutiwezipoko

Theylaughilookatthemandtheroomgoessilent.

James:Yallweresaying

Mzwakhe:Shutupallofyougofreshenupandbe

bythetablegotit

Me:Whatsgotyousouptight

Weenterthebedroom.

Mzwakhe:Babywedon'thavetodothisifyounot

ready.Sakhilealmostkilledyouwhatifithappens

again

Me:Stopstressingoutwehavenocontrolover

whathappenswejustgottodealwithit



Hereallylooksworriedandtheonlytocalmhim

downistohavehimpumpingmycoochiehard.

Sakhile

WehavenocontroloverthingsifSmisowishesto

communicatewithme,igottoallowit.Maybethis

willbetheclosurethatineedwhoknows.

Mxo:Whyyoulookingatherlikethat

Me:AyudakiweawufuninoPhindileawufunifuth

noNonhleweeeuyanya

WelaughleaveAyandaaloneheissohangover

Nonhleihopehegetsher.Shedoesavideo,he

comesbehindandalittlecutechemistryhappens

betweenthem.Iamnotsureifheiskissingheror

whisperingliesinherear.



Thabiso:Mywishforyouguysistofindhappiness

andifthesewomanbringoutthebestinyouguys.I

willdomybesttoprotectit

Lindanicomesandinterruptsthemoment.

Olwethu:YohLindaniunomonayoh

Welaughtheliftopens.

Nhlaka:Amilate

Me:Justintime

Nhlaka:Thesearefortheladyofthehouse

That'swhatweshouldhavedonefilledthehouse

withroses.

Mzwakhe



Thedinnerisunderwaynobodyissayinganything,

theyjusteatingandnowisnotthetimetoeat.Why

didtheywanttomeetiftheygoingtokeepquiet.

Ayanda:hmmkwazekwamnandiukudlausibona

njesithukilenathiubhutiuvelewasilethelaenyinto

Okaytherewego.

Ayanda:NguAyandaminamommyngiyiwele.

Sihlezisindawonyeminangiphaphileyena

uyazithulelaakajwayeleukuhlalanathi

Luyanda:Heyithinkicanintroducemyselfvery

well

Welaugh...Theyslowlyadjustandintroduce

themselves.

Ntando:Aychaumzamilewazamekangempela



Sakhile:Haibokushoukuthinilokho

Me:Awumbuzengempela

Thabiso:IamThabisotheeldest

Phindile:Ngiyajabulaukunazinami

Thabiso:Yazi

Nonhle:Hello

Okayalittlebreather.

Nonhle:Bengishilonjeukuthngizobuyakusasa...

Whatno

Phindilebrushesmythighdoessherealizethat's

notcalmingmedown,insteaditsgettingthebigguy

heated.

Phindile:Hinoshe'swithmeionlyaskedfortoday,

youcanfacetimeipromiseyouwetogether..Okay



byeyouwanttobeintroublewithyourman

Nonhle:Nakaamadodaakholawauphumekimi

Phindile:Okayexcusemyfriendshealittletipsy

Nonhle:Ohmyawungikhuzinganiitotallyforgot

Phindile:Doyouneedhelp

Nonhle:Justfightformeandprotectmeyouand

yoursexyboyfriends

Phindile:Youknowialwaysgotyourback

Nonhle:Againstthosedruglordsidoubt

Phindile:UyamaziuMzwakhe

Nonhle:Mxm

Theylaugh.

Linda:Ayngalaphominangizomvikelauyellowbone

Sakhile:Shutup



Theylaugh.

Phindile:Excusemeiamjustgoingtogocheckon

her

Ifimakethingsobvioustheyaregoingtoknowiam

uptosomething,thisfuedbetweenSakhileandi.

Theygoingtothinkthereisbadbloodbetweenus

andtrytousethatsituationfortheirownbenefitbut

igotsomethingupmysleeve.

Sakhile

Mzwakheandihavebeenaroundeachotherlong

enough,iknowthisbastardhehassomethingup

hissleevebutwhatthoughandwhydon'tiknowit.

Sma:Ithinkiamgoingtocallitanight

Mxo:Yazeyabhoraidinneryenu



Welaugh.

Mxo:Mvelo,Mxolisi

Mvelo:SilalanoAuntiekumbhedeomkhuluangazi

kewenauzolalaph

Mxo:Ukhulumanobanikanjalo

Hejustsmilesafterstuffinghimselfwithfood.

Mj:Babasengiqedile

Mxo:Ithingibone..Awkodwamfanawamikusasele

nje

Mj:Sengisuthi

Mxo:Okayiyiphunieziwu3

Mzwakhe:Skhulu

IhavetogoputSmangeletobedohthisisone

dreadfulrelationship,oneiamnotleavinguntilitap



thatassthanleaveher.

James

IamgoodthissideAndilewon'tbeabletoreachme

andiwillsleepwithoutlookingovermyshoulder.

Mzwakheentersthisboyhejustcan'tgetenoughof

meichuckle.

Mzwakhe:Don'tflatteryourself

Me:Whatdoyouwantineedtorest

Mzwakhe:Justafewquestionsandiwillbeoutof

yourhair

Igetinthecovers.

Mzwakhe:Idon'tknowwhatisbetweenyouand

Andileihopeiwon'thavetokillyou

Me:Goon



Mzwakhe:Isthatgirlplayingmyboy

Me:Iamnotsurewhatthedynamicsarebutaw

she'sacallgirl

Mzwakhe:Sabeloheretospyonus

Me:Yes

Imustslowlyeasethisonhimidon'twanttodie.

Mzwakhe:Mmm

Me:Canisleepnow

Mzwakhe:Jamesyouareourfathernowiwould

hatetohavetodosomethingtoyou

Iwanttosaysomethingbutidon'thavethewordsi

hopeweallcanmoveonfromthis.Ihadnochoice

andiwoulddoitagain.
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Mzwakhe

Igladtheyknowherknowandiamdonetryingto

geteveryonetoknowher.Becauseitalwaysgoes

badmyfamilyknowsherthat'sallthatmatters.

Everyoneisinagoodmoodtoday,idon'tknowwho

connectedherwithmysoundsystem.The

penthousewasonblastwitholdskoolnostalgic

sounds.

Mxo:Youknowthiswasherbeforeallofthis,free

spiriteddidn'tcareaboutwhatpeoplesaidabout

her.Thanthisspiritualthingcameabout

Me:Iheardyouwereatyrantbackinthedays

Mxo:Itsmydutytoprotectherandwantwhatsbest

forher

Me:Doyoupicturemeaswhatsbestforher

Mxo:Mzwakheyoureekoffuckboytendencies,i

wouldn'tbesurprisedifyouweretobreakup.You

won'tlastmysisterisbeautifultothecoreshe

needsstability



Hesighs.

Me:Iperfectlyunderstandyourconcernsbutidon't

justletanyonemyheartandmyplace.Sheisthe

firstonetoeverenterthepenthouse

Mxo:Bethatasitmayyoustillaguy

Ilaugh.

Mxo:DlanaukudlaMxolisi

Mj:Mommyslappedgogo

Findmearocktohideunder.

Me:Rememberthatjobofferigaveyouiwas

thinking

Mj:Mommyslappedgogo



Youwouldthinkheisgoingtoletitgobecauseno

oneispayingattentiontohimbutnothequietchild

finallyhasavoice.Evensmartmouthhereismute

asamule.

Me:Childwhatiswrongwithyou

Mxo:Wozala

Hegetsup,hisfathertakeshimtohislap.

Mxo:Mvelowhatisyourbrothersaying..Mvelo

man

Me:Ahahyouscaringthekid

Mvelo:Umawashayaugogongenkathiugogo

esinqabelaukuthsihambenoma

Me:Ehmanjeuyaph

Phindile:Mxolisiwait



Mxo:Fuckyouokaygetyourhandsoffme

Mjwillbethedeathofussuchanobservantchild

no.Akidissupposedtofreeandbubblysomething

isnotokay.

Mxo:Awungitshelinganiulizekaushayeowami

umaongizalayonathulanonkeniyadakwa

emakhandaenu

Helooseshimmindandyellsscaringthekids.

Ayandaiskindenoughtoremovethemfromthe

situation.

Mxo:HeeamnandiamasendeakheheePhindile.

Solokhewaqalalomjolowakhoongasileangazi

ikhandalakholikuphi,ingqondoyakhoayithathi

kahleayVoetsekmannxiuyanginyanyisa



Phindile

Mxolisiisspittingfireonmeican'tbelievehetalked

tomeinthatwayandsayingsuchhurtfulthingsto

myfacebreaksmyheart.

Nonhle:Hey

Me:Mm

Nonhle:ItsMxolisiweallknowhowhegets

Me:UyangithukaNonhleakumelengithandwemina,

akumelengithandeumuntu

Nonhle:Heisactinglikeanybigbrotherwould

Ilookather.

Nonhle:Heishurthelovedthatandshedidhim

dirty

Me:Minamyfeelingsshouldn'tbeconsidered.I

shouldn'tdreamtohaveafamilyoneday



Thelittlebitofhappinessican'tenjoy.Nobody

knowswhatsgoingonwithme,iamlikeamad

woman.Eachdayiambeingtormentedbythings

andvoicesthatpushmeoftheledge.Idomybest

totakecareofhiskidsandprotectandthisishow

hethanksme.

Nonhle:Phindile

Me:Iwillfindsomeonetotakeyouhome

Ileaveher.

Mzwakhe

Disgustthat'salittledramaticnowcomeonimean.

Me:Yewenaikuphinkingayakho

Sakhile:Youcan'ttellyoursistershedisgustyou



Me:likecomeonman

Thobani:EspeciallyPhindileuyalwaziudabalwakhe

Mxo:Ididn'tmeantoijustgotangry

Me:Youknowtheverysamepeopleyoudoshady

thingswithkidnappedNonhleandPhindile,theone

thatdisgustyouyeahthinkaboutthatbeforeyou

goaroundtellingpeopletheydisgustyou.What

kindofbrotherareyouahshutup

AnychanceigettobebossyaroundMxolisiiwill

grabitwithbothhands.

Me:Bukalawenaslimabukaasikutshelangafuth

angaziyindabsingakutshelanga.Didengsbizodala

amaflopblind,kuyantoababeyifuna.Sebenzisa

ingqondo

Sakhile:MrAIspecialistyoudon'tattackanenemy

behindcloseddoors



Me:Youlookathimintheeyesandwatchhis

demise

Seewhatididthere.

Thobani:Andyousmileyoubloodydamnsmileand

fuckthatb*tchup

Me:Sokuyekelauyicabangisiselentoebese

uyahambauyoxolisakwiMama.Istocksiasiyifanele

ioutieesharpnjengamiangithuyangithola

Nonhle

Ifeelbadaboutleavingwithoutseeingthesiblings

resolvetheirsituation.Lookathowheacted,the

reasonwhywedidn'ttellhim.Lizekastagedallof

thisanditbackfired.Iwonderwhatwillhappento

them.

Ienterthehousethesedinosaursarestillhere,this



timeidon'tfeellikegreetingthem.Iheadstraightto

myroom...Igetthereandahotstingsendsmeto

theground.

Samkelo:Youpieceofshit...Itookoutofthegutter

andthisiswhatyoudohuh

Me:Samkelowait

Heslapsmemultipletimes...kicksmeinthe

stomachrepeatedlyican'tevendefendmyselfor

screamwhyamibeingbeatenup.

Samkelo:NgikhatheleiloPhindileuyenaokufundise

ukufebanjaloubusyunakanenaye.Ukuthandana

kwethukuyashabalalangapha.Phindile,phindile

Phindile...MxolisiMxolisiMxolisiiyinganeaywena

uyangijwayela.Ngizokufundisaukuthngiwubani

Hecontinuestobeatmeup...Tillifeelmyself

slippingaway.



Mzwakhe

Theweathersuddenlychangedanditwasraining

catsanddogs.Iwishicouldbesmashingrightnow,

butsomethingjustdoesn'tfeelright.

Me:Awkodwabafethubaminginithembekanje

nangilahla.MveloMj

Mvelo:Malume

Mxo:Ayayubaniumalume

Me:Leavetheboysalonehow

Mxo:Shutupwenamfene

Ilaugh.

Me:UyakhumbulekakeuyellowboneuphiuJames

Sakhile:Ulele

Me:Bengamelengimkhipheesbhedlelabukamanje



sengikhohliweuyenaudlilekodwa

Nothando:Sanibonani

Me:Ahhhisweetcakes

Nothando:Uzumekamanjeuqedakudlulawase

yalala

Me:Ngiyabongaswiri

Itsnoteasybeingme.
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Mzwakhe

Mybabywasnotokaytearsjustkeptfallingdown

hercheeks,shewouldn'ttellmewhatisgoingon.It

can'tbestillthelittledisagreementtheyhad,the

twinscomebacktheybetterhavegoodnews.

Sakhile:Howdiditgo

Ayanda:Weirdbutkewegotit



Phindilecollapse.

Me:Mama

She'scryinghysterically.

Me:Babywhatswrong

Phindile:Ayandahelpmeup

Shegrabsapieceofpaperandwritesdown

somethings,numbersandcodes.

Phindile:Pleasehackintothis

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Pleaseplease



Hedoeshisthingwelookatthescreen.Herewind

andrewind

Ayanda:Whatareyoulookingfor

Phindile:Stop

Nonhleenterstheroomandissentdownfastbya

slapontheface.Wewatchthismanslap,punch,

kickheralloverherbody.Thosedogsdon'tdeserve

tobealive,okayMzwakhethinkfastwhatwould

youdo.

Nonhle

Icouldn'tsleepmyfacewasbruisedmybodywas

inseriouspain.Thisfeelslikeahorriblenightmare

andiamstillinit.

Smanga:Whathappenedtoyou

Me:Don'tactlikeyoucare



Ididn'tfeellikehidingitiwantthemtoseeallthe

beautifulmessSamkelodidtome.

Andile:Letmeguessyoufelldownthestairs

Me:Whyareyouevenbuggingmeitsnotlikeyou

carejustleavemealone

Andile:Itsnotlikeidon'tcareyoujustannoyme

sometimesbutohwellifthat'swhatyouwant

Perhapsheisrightispendtoomuchofmytime

worryingaboutwhatPhindileisdoinginsteadof

focusingonourrelationship

Ileavehimfordaysiactlikeitmakesmehappybut

deepdowniwishhelovedme.Howwheniamnot

evenaroundtoreceivethatlove.

Mzwakhe

OntopofcalmingPhindiledownineedtoalsocalm



Ayandadown.Hedoesn'tthinkheactsfastand

unlesshereallywantsthisgirlheisnotgoingto

retaliate.

Phindile:Cansomeonepleasedropmeoff

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Ipromiseiamnotgoingtotalkaboutit

Me:Canyoucontrolyourself

Phindile:Idothingsbasedoffpeople'sactionsi

promiseiamnotgoingsayanythingijustwantto

checkhowsheisdoing

Thisisabadideabutifitwillputherateaseiam

okaywithit.

Ayanda:Iwilltakeyou

Iamdefeated.



Sakhile:Sanibonabafethu

Me:Moja

Sakhile:Bayaphilaba

Me:Bayobhebhana

Sakhile:AwMzwakhemfethungikwenzeni

Me:Uyangijwayelanjeakukhookunye

Sorrybudican'ttellyouyet.

Nonhle

Idon'twantanyonetopitymeistilldon't

understandwhyorhowiwasbeatentoapulp.I

paidnoattentiontotheirconversationijustwant

themtoleavemealone.

Sma:Itwasafamilydinnersomesortof

introducingitdidn'thavetoresultinyoubeatingup



thegirl

Samkelo:Doesitlooklikeicareshesaidsheis

thereforPhindilesowhythefuckisanotherman

kissingandhuggingher

Mankissingandhuggingohsothisb*tchwas

recording.Ayandawasn'tevendoinganythinghe

wasjustapologizingformakingmefeel

uncomfortable,iwasinthemooditwasahappy

vibeeverybodywashavingagreattime.Lindani

cametoshecouldn'trecordthat.

ThehousephoneringsSmangagetsuptoanswerit.

Smanga:APhindileishere

Helooksatme.

Sam:Wenotavailable



Myphonerings.

Phindile

Sheignoresmycallsthegateisnotopening.Iknow

sheisintheirwhydoesn'tshewanttoletmein,a

textmessagecomesfromherphone"Iwilltextyou

wheniamokay"

Me:Textmewheniamokaywhatthehell

Icallheragainthistimesheanswers.

Me:Nonhlewhat'swrongwhywon'tyouletmein

Nonhle:Whatyoudoinghere

Me:Iwasborediboughtsomefoodnowletme

Nonhle:Nowisnotagoodtimecanwedothis

someothertime



Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:Phindilepleasejustpleaseiwillcallyou

wheneverythingisokaybye

Me:Nonhle

Ayandastartsthecaranddrivesoff.
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Twomonthslater

Phindile

Ihavebeentryingtogetthroughthesepastfew

months.IlivewithMzwakhenowionlygohomeon

weekends,hehasbeenasweethearttreatingme

wellandaccommodatingmeasbestashecan.My

littlemunchkinsarestartingschoolinacoupleof

months,Mxolisiinhighschoolstartinggrade8and

Mveloprimarystarting7hewentballastic.



Hedidn'tfeelitwasfairseparatingthem,butwe

hadtoMxolisineedstohavehisownvoiceandbe

hisownpersonwithoutMvelobuttingin.Theywill

meeteachotherinhighschoolanyways.Nonhle

stillhaven'theardawordfromher,mostpeople

blamemefortheirshortcomingsbecauseofthis

gift.

Mzwakhe:NtombikaMzwakhe

Me:Hey

Hekissesmycheek.

Mzwakhe:Mxolisiutheuyabuyathosetwoare

drivinghimnuts

Me:Ngamtsheleukuthengahambinezinganedoes

helistennonobodylistenstome.Butwhenshithits

thefanohiamneedednow

Mzwakhe:Stillnowordfromher



Me:Itsnotthefirsttimeshehasblamedme

Mzwakhe:Caniaskforsomething

Me:Okay

Mzwakhe:Celaukukbonakuleweekend

Hesmilesshowinghisleftsidedimpleichuckle.

Me:Okay

Mzwakhe:Okayiamgoingsomewhereseeyou

later

Me:James

Theliftopenshissignatureposeleaningon

elevatorarmscrossed,anklescrossedandabored

lookyesZaddyJames.Healsorecoveredverywell

afteraneardeathsituation.

Me:Letsgoshopping



Sakhile

Missionsarejustcominginleftrightandcenter,its

gettinghecticthecrewmetupidon'tknowif

Mzwakheisgoingtoapproveanyofthis.

Mzwakhe:Okaywhatistheplan

Me:Ithinkweshouldsticktoournormalroutine,if

wechangeandaddunnecessarythingswegoingto

getbusted

Mzwakhe:ChangeisgoodSakhileforoncethey

won'tassumeohMzwakhedidit

Me:Bro

Mzwakhe:Khulumaningizwe

Me:Whyweswitchingthingsup

Mzwakhe:Callitthenewnorm

Me:Fuckthatyouchangethingsiamout

Mzwakhe:Thobani



Me:Wowokay

Itakemythingsandleaveiwillnothavethisclown

undermineme.Hecanforgetaboutmehelpingin

anygighedoes.

Thabiso:Sakhile

Me:Salaninemfeneyenu

Phindile

Ihaveneverbeentoprisonandiamnotgoingto

enterone.Weneedtotacklethempilosituation.

Me:Wellmymissionendshere

Helooksatme.

Me:Hiscaseisbeingreviewedgointhereandtalk



tohim.Theonlywayhecangetoutistoforgiveyou

andallthechargeswillbedropped,itsimportant

thatheforgivesyou

Hepopshisknucklesihopehedoesforgivehim...

Itakemyselftothemallineedchampagneand

chocolate.

Mzwakhe

Sakhilehasalwaysbeensensitiveihadtohavea

separatemeetingwiththem.

Me:AfewthingsbeforeSakhilegetshereiam

goingtoexcuseyoubecauseyouhaveshownme

yourloyalty.SabeloubhutikaAndile

Linda:What

Thobani:Yes



Me:DoesNdumisoknow

Thobani:Yes

Me:Smangele

Thobani:IthekenikaSamkelo

Me:She'snotcelibate

Thobani:Usuallyacallgirlsheahmanshesells

thatstorytotheguysshehastouse

Me:Okaywenotmentioningthistohim

Theyputmeinsuchatightspotihavetotellthem

myplans.

Linda:Isthatwhyyoulikehimsomuch

Me:Ilikeallofyou,youguysaretheoneswhohate

meiwonderwhybecauseiamthesweetestman

alive

Linda:Sweetestokay



Welaugh.

Sakhile:Whyaminotsurprised

Me:Ohstopbeingababy

Sakhile:Yakhuluma

Me:Sabeloisontousandifiamcorrecthehas

beenapartofourdownfallandmissionsgoing

wrong

Sakhile:Whywhatishegoingtogain

Me:UbhutikaAndile

Helaughshard.

Sakhile:Youjokingright

Me:Threepeopleconfirmedandincludingmybaby

Sakhile:Youstompingonmyfootandtheythinkwe

notgettingalongtheycangetme

Me:Ngekekubelulaukuktholamanje



Sakhile:Thatsthedumbestidea.Sometimesyou

needmysmarthead

Me:Whatineedistoteachthesefoolsiamnotto

bemessedwith

Sakhile:Melusiyena

Me:Oneheadacheatatime

Sakhile:itscool

Me:Canyougetyourgirlout

Sakhile:Why

Me:Skhuluangithandiukulwananipleasejust

respectthat

Sakhile:Iguess

Phindile

IseeNonhleandSamkelowalkingonthesideof

themall.Mymindstartsseeingthingsevenafter

shetoldmetobackoff,heisstillhittingher.The

crazytwinscomehippingandhopping,iholdmy

head.



Me:Notyoutwo

Ayanda:Mommywewilltaketheseforyou

Me:Wow

Ayanda:Sowheretonow

Me:Ithinkwecangohomeohthesomethingi

forgottobuyletsgo

Webumpintothemthetwinscarryonwalkinglike

theydidn'tseeher.Iseethehurtinhereyes.

Sam:Heyplongtimenosee

Iignorehimandcatchuptotheboysthat'swhat

shewantedrightandthat'sexactlywhatiamgoing

togiveher.
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James

Ihavepreparedthemotherofallbreakfast.Myson

myoneandonlysonisbackhomewithme,he

comesthroughlookingallscaryandmad.

Mpilo:Reallydadreally

Hecalledmedadhesitsdown.

Me:Ihopeyouhungryipreparedsomeofyour

favoritethings

Mpilo:Reallydoyouevenknowhowtocook

Me:Areyouangryatme

Mpilo:Ofcourseiamangrydadyouleftmetorotin

jail

Me:Mpilo

Mpilo:Nodadno



Heroars.

Mpilo:AnywayswhereismomandHlelo

Me:Ilostthem

Mpilo:Cheatedonmom

Me:NoAndilehasthemhekidnappedthem

Mysonisbackhomewithme.

Mzwakhe

Jamessaidheisgoingtobelateihavebigger

thingstoworryaboutthanhismadness.

Phindile:AyMzwakhe

Igetbackinthecovers.



Phindile:Noteventwomoreminutes

Me:Thatswhyiaskedfortheweekendbabyiam

busy

Phindile:Mxmhamba

Me:Yewenangizokubhaxabulahmm

Phindile:IsawNonhleandhermanyesterday

Me:And

Phindile:Hegreetedmeandiignoredthem

Me:AwPhindile

Phindile:Shetoldmetostayawayandthat'swhati

amdoing

Nonhle'swordsringinmyheadPhindileisthekind

ofpersonyousayf"ckyoushesaysf*ckyoutoo.

Phindile:Youknowwhatpainedherthemost

Ayandawalkingofflikehedoesn'tseeherthats

whatbrokeher



Me:Insteadofbeingab*tchmaybeyoushouldcall

herdoesn'tsheeverytimetheycallher..Shefliesto

you

Phindile:Ididthatbabyiwenttherethenextday

andshedidn'tletmein

Me:Youthinkwhenapersonsaysleavemealone

theyactuallymeanleavemealone

Phindile:IamalwaystoblameMzwakhealwaysi

didn'taskforthis,idon'tunderstandwhatisgoing

onmyself.Idon'tknowifiamdying

Me:MzwakheubaniuMzwakhe

Shecriesokaymaybeiambeingalittlebitharsh,

buttheybestfriendsandshouldhavefixedthings

bynow.

Phindile

NowthatMpiloZuluisoutmynextfocusisthe

familytrappedinthepool.Mzwakheisrightmy

friendshipwithNonhlemeanssomuchmorethan



thispettyfight.

HappymanJamesenterswithahugesmileonhis

face.

James:alittlesomethingjusttosaythankyou

Me:Ahhchocolateyoudidn'thaveto

Mzwakhe:Yewenakhehlaeligugileuyenzani

intombiyami

MzwakhemanMzwakhehasnochillinlifeatall.

Me:Wedefinitelymovingintherightdirection

HestranglesJamestheboysjumpin,itturnsintoa

funnybrawl.Heknocksinafewpunchesbutthey

overpowerhimhegoesdown,theylaugh.



Mzwakhe:Don'tworrybabywejustplaying

Me:Aychanidlalakabi

Sakhile:Youweak

James:Getofme

Linda:AyJameskantiuxolaniniyouusedtobeat

theshitoutofus

Heignoresthemandleaves.

Thobani:Mzwakhefixthis

Mzwakhe:Relaxmommy

Hegrabsmyneckandkissesme.

Mzwakhe:Ngiyakuthandayezwa

Me:Ngiyakuthandanami

Linda:Somommyuphiuyellowbone



Me:Angimazi

Linda:Manjenibonananjalo

Me:Kwesinyeiskhathingenxayesimosamimase

ngivukweiyintozamuyakwaziukungehlisaumoya

Linda:Oh

Me:Yeahangijwayeleukuhlalaengekho

Linda:Ungambizanjekodwa

Me:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutitngisukengisekhaya

naye

Mzwakhe:Awukhoyiniekhayala

Me:Youknowwhatimean

Mzwakhe:Babyminanomayinianginankinga

ngashoukuthkhululekaikwakhomanjelaungenza

nomayini

Mybrothercallsme.

Me:Hey



Mxo:Masimbakho

Me:Hawuolwaniudlame

Mxo:Usendodeniyakhofuth

Me:Ilivehere

Sakhile

Nkabindecalledustohisfortresswhatdoeshe

wantnow.

Me:Towhatdoweowethispleasure

Nkabinde:Iwanttointroduceyoutomynewfriend.

Itoldhimifanyonecandoititsyouguys

Ireceiveamessagefrompnotallislost"Getoutof

there".Unlikethemichoosetolistentoher.

Me:Eishhadegentswehavetogo

Nkabinde:Whatwhy



Me:There'stroubleathomeweneedtogetthere

fast

Thobani:Yini

Me:Imama

Iwalkoutbecausetheynotgoingtolistentome.

Lani:Goingsomewhereawsanitholakahlenonke

Nhlaka:"Couldyallbeanymoredumb"

Phindile

ItsbeenanhourwaitinghereforNonhleandshe

stillhasn'tarrived.Myphoneringsismile.

Me:Heybabe

Mzwakhe:Whathelliswrongwithyou

Me:Sorry



Mzwakhe:UsujolanoSakhilemanjewenahe

ubhebhananayemanjehewenziwayini

ungidakelwewenasfebe

Me:Ahnowthatisnowaytotalktoaperson

inkingayenuanilaleli

Mzwakhe:Buyauzekhayamanje

Hehungsup.

Waiter:Anythingelsema'am

Me:Thebillplease

Heisbeingreallyunnecessaryifisenthimthat

messagehewouldhaveignoredit.Thismanis

takinglongileavecashonthetableandgo...

Igettotheparkinglot,Nonhleisstandingnextto

thecar.Westareateachothershekeepswiping

herfaceastearsfalldownhercheeks.
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James

Everytimeihavetotellthisstoryigetsoemotional

notadaygoesby,withoutmemissingmywifeand

mybabygirl.Iamsuretheyhavegivenuponme

whyisn'tdaddycomingtofetchus,areweforever

goingtobestuckhere.

Mpilo:Wow

Me:Imagineifitelltheboys

Mpilo:Theynotgoingtodothatfromwhatyousaid

Mzwakhedoestakecareofhisown

Me:loosecannonthatonetheysneakyandvery

slippery

Mpilo:Iwanttoseethem

Me:Idon'tthinkthatsagoodidea

Mpilo:Waitforme



Me:MpilwenhleZulu

Ican'tloosehimagainjustaftergettingoutofjail

meandmybigmouth.Itswhatgotmeintotrouble

inthefirstplace.

Mzwakhe

Iamgoingthroughaphaseandiamnotsurewhat

itis.

Me:Manjeakudliwangobasixabene

Phindile:Mawukaziukuthukaintombiyakhoshuth

nokudlaungakwaziukuzenzela

Me:Mxmtsek

Iamcravingsomethingrealjuicyandgreasy.

Me:Ngekesilokhesincengananaweamafoni



sinawo

Phindile:Ukungincengaiyonantokeozoyenza

Me:Eygowanwena

Nonhleisherethisonenomatterhowmuchyou

wishtohateheryoujustcan't.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Nonhle:IcametoseePhindile

Me:Ithoughtyousaidyoudidn'tlike

Sakhile:Yiniwena

Me:Awukahle..Mamangiyaxolisa

Thobani:And

Me:Bengamelengikhulumenawengaleyondlela

ngiyaxolisa

Phindile:Uzokhalangikutshele

Me:Celaukudlake



Sakhile:Mzwakheareyouokay

TheyannoyingmewhereismkhulubaeJames,he

willbrightenupmymood.

Phindile

Ican'ttellifhewokeuponthewrongsideofthe

bedanddecidedtoinsulteverythingandeveryone

inhisway.Heisactinglikeabigandisdemanding

somuchattentionfromme,doineedtotakehimto

theloonybin.

Nothando:Howdoyoudoit

Me:Hemustknowiamnotthesubmissivetype.

Mengabeindodaizifelangaweavekulula

ukuyilawulauphindeuyihloniphefuth

Nothando:Maseingasakuhloniphi

Me:Qoqaimithwaloyakhobabesuhambe

Mzwakhe:Mommy



Maybeheiscomingdownwithaflu.

Me:Whatswrongyouokay

Mzwakhe:Ijustwantyou

Iclimbonthebedandcheckhistemperature.

Me:Ngobaawushisinjekwenzakalan

Mzwakhe:Shhh

Helayshisheadonmychestokay.Itrytoseeifi

canknowwhatisgoingon.Theancestorsarenot

showingmeanything.

Me:AhhweeNgcolosi

Mzwakhe:NgikubhebhePhindile



Ilaugh.

Me:No

Mzwakhe:Celauthuleke

Ican'tholdmyselfinasplitsecond,heturnsme

aroundandpullsmedown.

Mzwakhe

Sometimesallyouneedisagoodsteamysexual

intercorsetorelieveyoufromyourstressand

anxiety.Itsimportantikeepmyselfstressfreeto

avoidmychestbeingcutopenagain,Zamaniwill

justkillmebythan.

Me:Andthannina



Whatthehellaretheydoinghere.Theliftsopens

Jamesenterswithaweirdlookingman,ilaugh.

Linda:Haibondodazishaphi

Me:Mpilo

Mpilo:Mzwakhe

Me:Iamsorrybutyoulookuglywelcomeback

Mpilo:Seeitoldyouthere'snothingtoworryabout

Sakhileattackshimwithawhip,Thobanikickshim,

hefallsonhisknees.Ishovethebombinhismouth

quicklycoveringittypeandholdthedetonater.

Me:Notsofastboy

James:Mzwakhepleasedon't

Me:YouthinkafteralltheseyearsMzwakheisa

stupidheehisastupid.Isbindiesingaka

usithathaphi,uyangazingiwubanimina.Uzoqedela



intooyiqalilehee.Ungangilokhothiyezwa

Sakhile:Nxiyoushidi

HeroughlyremovesthetapeMpilospitsoutthe

smallbomb.

James:Areyoucrazy

Me:Ohshutup

Mpilo:Okayideservedthat

Me:Waterunderthebridge

Mpilo:Youtrulygonesoft

Me:Haven'tyouheardnginentombimanje

Mpilo:Youcrazymanhaveagirlfriend

Me:Jealousydoesn'tsuityou

Mpilo:Youwerereallygoingtoblowmeup

Me:Dynamitecomesinsmallpackages

Mpilo:Touchee



Me:OkayEverybodythisisMpilwenhleZulumost

ofyoudon'tknowhimbecausewell

Mpilo:Iwasbehindthescenes..Youworkforhim

now

Thobani:noNdu

Mpilo:Stop

Whyishebackthough.

Nonhle

Ayandaentersmyroomwhileiamnaked.

Me:Ekhandauyaphilakahlenoma

Heignoresmeandgoestothecloset,hecomes

backchanged.

"Canicomein"



Athrowsarobeatmeandwaitsformetoputiton

thanheopensthedoor.

Luyanda:Ohiamsorrymommy

Ayanda:Thathaintoyakhouphume..Mama

"Canicomein"

Me:Girlisthisnotaguestbedroom

Phindile:Noitshisroom

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Whattheydon'tlivehereunlessyouwant

tobeinfirstfloorallbyyourself

Me:Someprivacyandrespectwouldbe

appreciated

Heleavesbangingthedoortheylaugh.



Mzwakhe

Weendhavingareallygoodtimejustdrinkingand

reminiscingaboutthegoodolddays.Mywonderful

girlfrienddecidestobaptizeMpilwenhleZulu.

Me:Okay

Phindile:Younotsupposedtobehere

Me:Babewefixedthings

Phindile:Youarenotsupposedtobehere

Shewalksawaybutnotbeforesplashinghimagain

withwater.

Mpilo:Okay

Me:Heyonthebrightsideyououtandback

Mpilo:Thankyou



Welaugh.

[06/06,10:44] :72

James

Ireallythoughttheywillmurderhim.Mzwakhe

sometimesdoesholdgrudgesanditmademeso

happythattheyweregettingalong.

Me:She'sspiritualyouwouldn'tbehereifitwasn't

forher,somaybethereisareasonshedidthatand

iamprettysureiamgoingtogetit

Mpilo:Whoisshe

Me:IntombikaMzwakhe

Hepopshiseyesout.

Mpilo:Heisthatlucky

Me:Thatlucky



Mpilo:Alrightiamcomingwithyou

Me:Mpilocan'tyoujust

Mpilo:Sitaroundanddonothingnoiamoutthey

mustseetheprinceisout

Isighiforgotmykidsareasstubbornand

tenacious.Ihopeheisnotplanningontaking

revenge,wedon'tneedthat.

Phindile

IfSabeloseesthischapwhoknowswhatAndile

mightdo.

Mzwakhe:Istilldon'tlikeyou

Nonhlegiveshimteawithginger,hethrewupthis

morning,idon'tknowwhatisgoingonwithhim.



Mzwakhe:Youhurtmybabyalotyouknowthat..

Hmmthisisnotgoodthis

Hegivesthecupbackandrunsupstairs.

Me:Didheeatsomethingbad,didiprepare

somethingbadidon'tunderstand

Nonhle:Gocheckonhim

Me:Youthinkiwanttoseevomityouknowmy

phobia

Icewilldothetrick.

Me:Baby

Hecomesoutofthebathroom,hepullsmyhand

takingmewithhimtothebed.



Me:Youokay

Mzwakhe:Ifeelhorrible

Me:Trythis

Mzwakhe:Notanothertea

Me:Nohere

Hetakesthecupandgrabsonepieceofice,the

minuteheputitonhismouthitwaslikeheaven.No.

Nonhle

Phindileleftsheaskedmetoaccompanyherididn't

wanttobeseen,iratherbeindoorswiththesecrazy

boysthantheanxietyofbeingoutside.Thelift

opensnotthesetwoagain,Mzwakhecomesdown

tomyrescue.

Mzwakhe:Isthereanymoreice

Me:Yes



Mzwakhe:Please

Helooksexhaustedhesupposedtobedrinking

fluidsandeating.

Me:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat

Mzwakhe:Idon'twanttoexperiencethattorture

again

Me:Butyouhavetoeatsositiwillwhipsomething

Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

Me:Sit

Mzwakhe:OhSabzatheboysaredownstairs

Sabelo:Okay

TheliftopensthisMpiloguyentersanditslike

Sabelohasseenaghosthepaysnoattentionto

him.



Mpilo:LivaihotshilaThabiso

WehearstompingcomingfromSomeone,Mpilo

runssomewhereThabisoshowsup.

Thabiso:WeeMpilowena

Theysortofallcomebackanditshectic.

Ayanda:Celaungenzelanami

Heasksleaningnexttothestove.

Me:Yaziuzosha

Ayanda:Anginankinganokusha

Me:Okaytaketheseandheatthemupluckyforyou

thisisaburner



Myphonerings.

Me:Heybabe

Shecries.

Me:Whatswrong..Phindilewhyyoucryingwhat's

wrongwhereareyouPhindile

Mzwakhe:Whatswrong

Instantlyheisonpanicmode.

Me:Phindilewhereareyou

Phindile:Atthehospital

Me:Atthehospitalwantmetocome

Phindile:Yes



Shecontinuescrying.

Me:Okayletsgoshe'satthehospital

Mzwakhe:Whichhospital

Me:Idon'tknowlet'sgo

Phindile

Howdidthishappenisn'tcontraceptivesupposed

tobeprotectingyoufromgettingpregnant.Iwasa

messhystericallycryingiknewithadtobe

something,thewayhewasshouting,insultingus

andtheconstantthrowingup.Thisisadisasteri

justcan'tbepregnant.

TheyenterwiththedoorsMzwakhecomestomy

side.Idon'twanthimnearme.



Mzwakhe:Babywhat'swrong

Nonhle:Nono..Okaysiscalmdown

Thabiso:Youspeakwhathappened

Mzwakhe:Baby

Me:GojustgoleaveMzwakhe

Mzwakhe

Me:OkayThatothisistheonetimedoctorpatient

confidentialitygoesoutthewindow

Hesmiles.

Thato:Eishidon'twanttobeintroublewith

Mommy

Thabiso:Talkbeforeimakeyoutalk

Thato:Congratulationsyougoingtobeadad



Mywholeworldstops.
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Phindile

Theywayhewassohappyhecouldn'tcontinue

himself.Theyplaningapartytocelebratethese

wonderfulnews,icouldn'tbelieveiwascarryinghis

seed.Phamandlahadtoremovemyimplantitwas

uselessnow.Iheaddownstairstheysingingand

dancing,ilookatthem.

Sakhile:Skhulu

Mzwakhe:Iyasebenzaboy

Nonhle:Congratulationsmyfriend

Me:Ahmanmeamother

Nonhle:Girlhowfaralong

Me:Fiveweeks



Nonhle:Youbeenpregnantforamonth

Me:Andwejusthumpingandgrindingnotknowing

TheliftopensOlwethuandSindiswa.

Mzwakhe:Sisiiyasebenza

Me:Manjeuzotshelawonkeumuntleyonto

Mzwakhe:Ngiyaxolisa

Igrabmysmoothieandheadupiamnotreadyfor

this.IstillhavetodealwithMxolisishoutingatme,

myparentsandsisterweegivemeabreak.

AndileMsomi

Letmeintroducemyself.IamAndileMsomibest

knownasthehumantrafficker,druglordonedoes

whathehastosurvive.Iam30yearsofageilivein



abeautifulfancyhouselol.Dopeoplestillintroduce

themselveslikethatanyways.IhaveasonPhilani

Msomiadoptedson,hismotherandiwereina

hecticlovingrelationshipuntilmybusinessgotin

theway.

Ilosttheloveofmylifeincoldbloodedmurder,till

thisdayihavenocluewhoassassinatedher.She

lefthimbehindhewasthemostcuteadorablething

nowheisamonster.Hetakesaftermeiamas

crueltheycome,wegetalonglikeahouseonfire.

Hethanksmeeverydayfortakinghimin,ihaveno

ideawhatiwouldwithmyselfifieverlosthim.

Hehasaspiritualgiftonethatwaspasseddown

fromancestors.Abigreasonwhymydaddoesn't

wanthim,ihavegrowntoignorehimonthat.What

elseamiforgettingihavefiveothersiblingsanda

wonderfulstepmother.Iwouldkillforthatwoman

yeahthat'saboutit.



Sabelo:Andile

Me:Yiniwangenanezicabhanje

Sabelo:Mpiloisout

Me:Whoandwhatnow

Sabelo:Heisbackandheislaughingandgrinning

withthebhengu's

Me:Whydidn'tJamestellme

Sabelo:That'shissonyouhoe

Me:Ohyeahwhywouldhe

Sabelo:Nowisthetimetomoveinonthem

OricouldjustgetMpilotocomeworkformeagain.

Me:Okaywhatisyourplan

Mzwakhe

Okaycelebratorymomentoveritstimetohaveasit



downandfigureouthowwegoingtogoabout

doingthis.

Me:Doyouwanttokeepitnotsayingiamnot

goingtoletyounotkeepit

Phindile:Youdon'tplanforbabiessowhydoneed

tokeepit

Me:Phindile

Phindile:What

Me:Okaysowhatisthewayforward

Phindile:Wejusthavetofigureitout,gettheball

rollinganddotherightthing

Thiscouldn'thavecomeatahecticmomentforme.

Shewillnotbepleasedandidon'twanttoleaveher

afterhearingsuchnews,butnowmorethaneveri

gottadothis.Iamgoingtobeafather,ineedto

provideformyfamily.



Me:Phindilepleasedon'ttakethisthewrongway.I

amsettogoonmissionsitcouldtakeawhileto

wrapthingsup,amonthormonthsiamnotsure

Sakhile:"Zwakalakusasaskhuluthinasoyibamba

noufast"

Phindile:Youthinkleavingisagoodidea

Me:Youwon'tbebyyourselfthat'swhyOlwethu

andSindiswaarehere,everybodywilltaketurns

watchingyou

Phindile:Soyouwanttobebackwheniamfive

yearspregnantandyoumissscans,thefirstkick,

firsteverything

Me:Phelamamaangihambiungunaphakadeits

justfor

Icantellsheisnotinterestedinanythingihaveto

say.Iknowwegottenusedtousbeingwitheach

otherandiknowsheisthinkingiamgoingtocheat,

probablybutisignedupforthis.



Phindile:Youcango

Me:Reallymommyipromiseyoui

Phindile:Butdon'texpecttoseeababyaround

whenyoucomeback

Me:Ohyouthreateningmenow

Phindile:Juststatingfacts

Me:IdareyouPhindileandyouwillseejustwhati

ammadeoff

Phindile:Youthinkiamscaredof

Me:Nobutiknowyourespectmelistenhereno

forcewillbeabletoprotectyoufrommywrath.Not

eventhoseGoddamnancestors

Phindile:Weshallsee

Me:Okay

Andile

ItriedtofreeHlelofromthepoolshewasn'tcoming

out,thecrystalwasn'tglowingindicatingtherewas



aproblemornot.Flippenhellcouldshehavedrown,

nothatcannothappenitakeofmyclothesand

jumpinthepoolthanteleporttowhereihavekept

themhostage..IgetthereMrsZuluiscryingHlelois

layingstillonthegroundwhatthehell.

Iswimtoherandcarryherbodyup.

Me:Hlelo..Hlelo...HlelowakeupHlelodammit

wakeupyoubloodygirl..Hlelo

Shecoughsoutthewater.

Me:Areyoustupiditoldyoutokeepyourbracelet

on

Hlelo:Mama...Ma

Me:Unyokoakekho

Hlelo:Letgoofme



Idragherinsidethosetwoaregoingtoworkforme

whethertheylikeitornot.

Phindile

SizwedidsayJameswasgoingtoturnonme.I

thanktheancestorsforshowingmetheway,ihold

mystomachandsmile.

Me:Ihopenothinghappenstoyouandifitdoes

youbeagoodangelformommy.Iknowyoujusta

dotsoonyougoingtobeanactualbaby.Iwant

whateverhappensnowyouforgivemommyand

daddyokayyeah

IlaydownandgrabathrowohJamespleasemake

therightchoice.
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Phindile

Ididn'tthinkiwouldmisshimthismuch.Iamangry

athimwhywouldheleavemeatsuchavulnerable

state,ijusthateeveryoneandeverythingaround

me.ThabisoandThatoregularlycheckonme,itold

theladiestoleaveincludingNonhle.Idon'twantto

experiencethispregnancythingallbymyselfi

meanwithoutMzwakhe.Igrabmyphoneithink

aboutcallinghimthanrememberiamstillverymad

athim.

Iheadtothekitchentheremustbesomethingthat

willcheermeup.Igothroughthecabinetsluckilyi

findpopcornandsourjellybabies.Ineedarefillof

everysnackienjoy,theliftopensThabisoentersi

ignorehimandmunchonmypopcorn.

Thabiso:Mzwakhesaysdoyouwishtotalktohim

Igrabmystuffandwalkawayfromhim.Idon't



wanttotalktohim,helaughs.

Mzwakhe

Ithadjustbeenafewdayssinceileftandshe

doesn'twanttotalktome.Iamhurtsheshouldat

leastfeeltheneedtoventandshoutatme,iwatch

hereverydaytalkingtoourchildwithahugesmile

onherface.Theotherdayshewentshoppingand

cameacrosscutebabyshoes,iamdefinitely

missingoutonthat.Myboyorgirlihopeoneday

theycanforgivemedaddyhadtoworkforthem.

Sakhile:Thosehormonesarereal

Me:Shouldhaveseenheratthehospitalitsitslike

someonewashittingherorstolesomethingvery

deartoher

Sakhile:SoMzwakhejunior

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Webarelyfiveminutesintotherelationship

andalreadywepregnant



Me:Iwantagirlhmmidon'tknowmebeinghereis

definitelyputtingstrainonourrelationship

Thobanihandsmeafile.

Me:Thobaniyinile

Igetup.

Thobani:Heynamiangazi

Me:FuckingcallThabisorightnoweyngizonibulala

yezwa

IwalkoutcallingPhindile.

Me:Dammitb*tchpickupthephone

Phindile:Whatdoyouwant



Me:AwumekancaneuphiuThabiso

Phindile:Thabiso

"Yeah"

Phindile:Hewantstotalktoyou

Thabiso:Yellow

Me:Yewenasfebengizokubulalayezwa,

ngizokubulalakancane,kancaneuzeufiseukuth

ngiqedengawe

Thabiso:Yinimanje

Me:Whythehellamireceivingpicturesofphindile

Thabiso:Idon'tknowshehasn'tleftthehousei

myselfhavenoidea

Me:ClearlysomeoneiswatchingThabisoyoucan

notbeirresponsibleandnotvigilantatatimelike

this.

Thabiso:Letmeaskaroundandseewhatifind



Me:Thabiso

Thabiso:Ngekengivumelelutholwenzekeku

Mommy

Mygutistellingmetojustdropeverythingand

headhome.

Nonhle

Igetaninterestingcalliwonderwhathewantsto

ventabouttomethistime.

Me:HelloMxolisi

Mxo:YeboNonhle

Me:Yousounddownwhatiswrong

Mxo:Idon'tknowmybelovedsonoutoftheblue

justblurtsoutAuntieukhulelwe

Me:What

Mxo:Andshe'signoringmycalls



Me:Whotoldyouthat

Mxo:IsPhindilepregnantiseeyoutwohavefixed

things

Me:Idon'tknowMxolisiwhywouldyoursonsay

that

Mxo:UyamaziuMxolisiunjan

Me:Idon'tknowsweetheartevenifididitsnotmy

placetotell

Mxo:Sosheispregnant

Me:Comebackandfindoutforyourself

Ihungupihaveaproblemwithkeepingsecrets,i

justcan'twhenthemomentcomesijustblurtitall

out.Samkelocomestothekitchenwithbaby

clothes,heissnoopingaroundmythingsnow.

Sam:Wenotpregnantarewe

Me:Kanjanungibhonyaeveryfiveseconds,kwazi

banihlampeseziningiizisueziphumile



ukungibhonyakwakho

Helooksdownandfoldstheclothes.

Me:TheyforPhindile

Helooksatme.

Me:She'spregnantohiamsoexcitedforher

Sam:Nonhlengiyaxolisa

Me:Yousaidthatalready

Sam:Iknowidon'tdeserveyouandhavebeena

monstertoyoulately.Thingsshouldn'thavegotten

tothepointwherei

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeatingiam

makingtacos

Sam:Iwillgoputtheseback



Hewalksawayiturnaroundwipingmytearshow

didigethere.

Mzwakhe

Anotherthingmybabydoesissleepalot,likeright

nowsomebodyhastogocheckonher.Shehasn't

eatenyetwhydidshethrowtheladiesout,Phindile

sometimesahugepettychamp.Thescreengoesof

ilookupmyenemiesareinformation,dothese

foolsreallythinktheycantakemeoutlikethat.

Sakhile:Awnafikamadoda

Sabelo:Tookusawhiletofindit

Sakhile:Mpilouyeza

Me:IhavenobusinesswithMpilowejustcool

Sakhile:Hmm

IcallPhindile.



Phindile:Hello

Me:Mamakodwausungazeungizibeyiningempela

Phindile:Whyareyounothere

Me:Angifuniukulwanawesthandwasamngiyacela

Phindile:Imissyou

Me:Ubungekeveleungangikhumbuli

Theylookingatmeigetupandheadout.

Phindile

Thesuddenurgetopeewokemeupirolledover

andwenttothebathroom.Godblesstheperson

whocreatedensuite,whowantstowalklong

passagesinthemiddleofthenight.Idomy

business..Flushthanwashmyhandsiamhungryi

hopeOlwethu'sfruitsarestillthere.Iwalkoutand

metbysomethingonmyhead,ifreezeonthespot.



Him:Walk

Istandput.

Him:Ladyidon'thavealldaymove

Hestartlesmehegrabsmygownandthrowsitat

me,iwaswearingsilkshortsandsleevelesstop.

Me:Pleasedon'thurtmei

Him:Shutupputyourgownonandmoveit

Iputitonwithmyhandsshakingwhyaren'tthe

ancestorsdoinganything,hepushesmewiththe

gunandgentlyopensthedoor.

Thabiso:Notsofastnowdropit..Dropit



Him:Makeme

Thabiso:Okay

Beforehecandoanythinghegetswhackedatthe

backofhishead,iscreamhecoversmymouth.He

hitseverypartofhisbodywithabat,Thabisoohmy

God.

Him:Okayenoughwegotwhatweneeded

Whyisthishappeningtomeagain.

Mzwakhe

Ipullupthebalaclavadamnthisthingishot,idon't

usuallygoonmissionswithijustleadthemoutof

danger.

Thobani:Youaretheman



Me:Welldidyoufindoutwherethosepictures

camefrom

Thobani:Nobutithinkifshewasintroubleshe

wouldhavedefinitelysaidsomething

Me:Idon'tcareaboutthat

Ilookoverhisshoulderthescreenshowsahuge

blinkingreddot.

Me:Isthatacodered

Thobani:Thabiso..Thabiso

Me:Thabiso

Heshowsthehomesecurityheislayingflat

outsidemyroom.

Thobani:"Sakhile"

Sakhile:"What"



Iknewishouldhavegotteninthecarandwentto

gocheckonher.
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Phindile

Thecarstopssomewherewehavebeendrivingall

night,icouldn'tseewhereweweregoing.The

windowswerestarkdarkmyheartwasbeatingout

ofmychest.

Guy1:Thiswillbeyourhomeforacoupleofdays

Theystepoutofthecarleavingmealone.Ibreathe

outisearchforinmypocketshopingtofind

somethingthatwillleadMzwakhetome.Ifinda

distressbuttonipressitandquicklyputitbackin

pocketthedooropens.



Guy:Stepoutlady

Istepoutofthecartheyputabagovermyhead.

Voice:Hewillsurelyloseitonceweshipherof

Whatshipmeoffitrytofightthem.Theyslapsme

andinjectsomethingonmeislowlyfadeaway.

Voice:Takeherin

That'sthelastthingiheard.

Mzwakhe

TheytookPhindileandattackedmybrother,Sakhile

andThobanisitbesideme.



Thobani:Wehavealocation

Sakhile:Theareaissurroundedbutwecangether

Thatocomesthroughholdingmybrother.

Me:Bro

Thabiso:NimtholileuPhindile

Me:Theyhavealocation

Thabiso:NibhizinihlelilauPhindileakakabuyi

nikhamisile,sukumaniSakhilesukumahamba

niyomfunasukumani

Hehitseveryonemakingthemgetup.

Thabiso:Getup

Me:Thabiso

Thabiso:Mzwakhegetupbeforeiwipethefloor

withyoushe'souttherepregnantgetupandgofind



her

Heholdshishead.

Thabiso:Asambeiwantallofyoutofindherand

bringherbackhomesafeandsound

Sheismyweaknesstheyknowiampowerless

withouther,isitonthischairlookingaheadat

nothing.

James

Imadesuretheyalertedaboutacodered,shehasa

devicewheretheycanpinpointherexactlocation.I

didn'ttechnicallysendhertothelionsdenwithout

protection.

Mpilo:Dadyousurewemadetherightdecision



Me:Yoursawhimreadytosellthemihadtodo

something

Mpilo:Still

Me:Whateverhappensjustletmetakethefall

Mpilo:Dad

Me:MpilwenhleZulu

Iamreadyforanythingtheythrowatme.Iamnot

suremysoncanhemayknowthegame,hedoesn't

knowMzwakhe.Mostpeopleunderestimatethat

mannobodyispreparedtogoathimfacetoface,

that'swhytheysendpeoplein.

Me:Relaxiknowwhatiamdoinghopefullythiswill

gethertomovequicklyandgetyourmotheroutof

thatpool

Mpilo:Ifyousayso

Andile



Theypouricecoldwaterathershegasp,iremove

thebagofher.

Me:Riseandshinesweetheart

Igrabachairandsitfacingher.

Me:Iunderestimatedhimhethoughtyouwell,buti

mustsaythatwasawrongmovemydear

Shelooksatmewithnoemotionshe'sbeautifulno

lielikereallybeautiful.

Me:Andfortryingtoactsmartiamgoingtopunish

you...Bringthemachine

Theybringmetheelectrocutionmachineshestarts

beingscared,myguyspourmorewateronherand



connecthertothemachine.

Phindile:Pleaseiambeggingyoudon'tiam

Shedoesgettofinishhersenttheyzapherwitha

millionvolts,icanalmostfeelherpain.

Me:Ahbeautifulladylookwhatyoumademedo

arghmanagain

Iwonderwhatitfeelslikebeingelectrocuted.

Me:Nice

Phindile:h..Heisgoingtofindyouandkillyou

Me:Ihighlydoubtthat

Phindile:Yougoingtopayforthis



James

SabelodropsofaCD.

Sabelo:AndilesaydeliverthistoMzwakhe

tomorroworwheneveryoufeellikeitohheympilo

Mpilo:Pleaseleave

Sabelo:Besengihambavele

IgrabthelaptopandinserttheCDipressplay.He

electrocuteshermyheartbreaks.

Mpilo:Dad..James

Me:Enoughimagineifthatwasyoursisteror

mother

Mpilo:Dadthiswasnotpartofthedeal..

HetoldmetokidnapherMzwakhe'speoplewerein

histerritory,hedidn'ttellmeanythingabout



electrocution.

Mpilo:Whyisthereblooddrippingdownherthighs

Me:Where

Mpilo:Playback

Me:No

Welookateachother.
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Sakhile

Wewerelatewhenwegottherewasnosighof

anythingbeingtherenowwewillneverfindPhindile.

Thabiso:Ayandacan'tyoutriangulateevenifitsnot

theexactlocationwhichdirectiondiditgo



HeisreallysteppingitupasabigbrotherMzwakhe

haslosthisbrainbythetimehewakesupandwe

don'thavePhindile.Majorfireworks.

Ayanda:Wecantry

Thabiso:Senzo,Luyandaenzani

TheliftopensJamesandMpiloenters.

Mpilo:Wolabafethu

Me:Maybeyoucanhelpuscome

Mpilo:Whatswrong

Mzwakhe:Whatdoyouhaveinyourhand

Heaskscomingdown.

James:ItswrittenMzwakhe



HesnatchestheCDfromhimnobodyaskanything

theygivehimthelaptop.HeinsertstheCDand

pressplayswewatch.Theyelectrocuteherfrom..

NextthingheattackJamesafightbreaksout

betweenthem,surprisinglyJamesisallowing

himselftobebeatenup.

Thabiso:Mzwakheyinimanjekwenzenjan

Mzwakhe:IshonelenganeJamesngizokubulala

yezwa

Andile

Mzwakhecanstrikeanymomentbutithinkheis

stilltryingtofigureout,whichoneofhisenemies

tookhisbeloved.

Samkelo:WeAndile

Me:Yini



Samkelo:Whoisthegirllayingthere

Me:Mzwakhe'sgirlfriend

Hechuckles.

Samkelo:Tellmeyoujustkeptherthereandyou

didn'ttouchher

Me:Imayhaveelectrocutedheronceortwice

Ilaugh,hehitsmewithacushion.

Me:Whatitsnotlikeiamgoingsellheroranything

Samkelo:Yewenaslima

Me:Awukahlekancane

Samkelo:She'spregnantyouidiot

Isitupprobably,mysonshowsup.



Philani:Youcannotbemyfatheranddidwhatyou

justdid..yabonamanjeayngikushayelaizandla

Myphonebeepsilookatthem.

Me:Hewantstomeetup

Philani:Goddammitdad

Mzwakhe

Hesettlesdownoppositemehatedoesn'teven

begintoexplainwhatifeelforthisguy.

Andile:Mzwakhe

Me:Whatisitthatididtoyou

Andile:Nothingpersonaljustbusinessyourman

havebeendancingaroundmyturfandidon'tlike

that



Me:Soyoukidnaphertogainwhat

Andile:Tosendaclearmessagedonotmesswith

me

Me:Whatdidtheytake

Andile:Leonwasworkingwithmeidoubled

crossedhim,hewenttoyouguysandsetupatrap

tolureyouguys

Me:Youboringme

Andile:Iwantmydiamondsback

IcallNtobeko.

Ntobeko:Skhulu

Me:Thediamondsyouguystookwherearethey

Ntobeko:Wejustabouttodeliverthem

Me:Don'tmoveasyet

Heshowsmecoordinates.



Me:Iamsendingyoualocationdropthemoffthere

rightnow

Ntobeko:Skhulu

Ihungupandsendhimthecoordinatesandwe

wait.Iseehimtryingtoreadmyemotionsbuti

won'tgivehimthatsatisfaction...

Twohourslaterhereceivesamessagesandmakes

thecall.

Andile:Bringthegirl..Followme

HeleadsmetoablackGwagon.

Andile:Howdoiknowthisisnotasetup



Iignorehim...Heopensthedoorshestepsoutof

thecarhandcuffedandabagcoveringherhead.

Phindile:Whereyoutakingmenowoftotortureme

somemore

She'sallbloodyandshakinghegetsinthecarand

theydriveoff.Shefallstothegroundcryingihold

backmytearsandliftherup,shefightsmei

removethebag.Carspullupcirclingusibringher

tomychestandsheletsitallout.

Andile

Ipourmyselfaglassofwhiskeylisteningtothesilly

conversationmybrothersarehaving.

Siyanda:Jabulaphelayoufinallybrokehim

Me:Didi



Igulpallofitdownandpouranotherone.

Sandile:Howdidthemeetinggo

Me:Icouldn'treadthebastardsfacehelookedso

coldandempty,heshowednoemotion.Hedidn't

talknormovehiseyesfromme

Imayhavecreatedamonsteriwon'tbeableto

handle.

Siyanda:Andthanwenaudliwayini

Hiseyesarejustpiercingthroughmyskin.

Samkelo:Ngiyathembauzoyimelaintooyiqalile

Me:AngimusabiuMzwakhe

Samkelo:NgempelangobaniuAndilekay1enyinto

ukuthusaumuntukodwaukubulalainganeyengane



yedlozihee

Sandile:Wenzeni

Me:Howwouldisheispregnant

Sandile:Don'tyoutalktoJames

Siyanda:Kahleniboangithukhonauboyboyyedlozi

nayeyiniengayenzalo

Samkelo:Eyyaziuzofisaengabekuthiwauwenalo

obuchokhwangogesi

Philani:Sanibonani

Siyanda:Washowaqhamuka

Me:Canigetoutofthisone

Helooksatmewithdefeat.

Me:Philani

Philani:Eybabaumoshileyezwaaykancanefuth

khohlwailempathaebekhulelweangazingempela.

Kuzomelengikhulumenaboningenziluthfuth



Theonlythingthatcanscaremeismysontelling

meireallyfuckedup.

Mzwakhe

Ilaybesideherwithmyeyesclosediknowsheis

uptoo.Whenwegotheretherewasnosignof

pregnancymybabywasnomore.Iwasnumbto

thepainihavesomanyquestionswithnoanswers.

Iholdhertighterandbringherclosertomeshe

cries,thatsallicouldrightnowistoholdherclose

tome.Igottoremainstrongforthebothofus.

James

Andilewasscreaminginmyearicouldn'tcareless.

Ialsodidn'tknowshewaspregnantotherwise,i

wouldn'thaveagreedtohaveherkidnapped.Butno

usecryoversplitmilkweallhavetomoveon.

Mpilo:Itoldyouthiswasabadidea



Me:Shutupandopenthedoor

Mpilo:Drinkingisnotgoingtosolveanything

Me:Doyouwanttogobacktojailyeahshutthe

fuckup

Heunlocksandopensthedoorafamiliarsmellhits

mynostrils,MrsZulufamousbeefstew.

Me:Sengidakwekakhuluukuthsengizwaiphunga

lokudlaka

Mpilo:Ma

"Hellomyboy"

Idropthebottle.

Mpilo:Hlelo



Istaggerbackhittingsomethingdownigoand

blackout.

[06/06,10:46] :77

James

Ithoughtiwasdreamingbutnotheyhereandthey

makingbreakfast,isitdownandwatchthem

maneuveraroundthekitchen.

Mpilo:Mom

Boniwe:Iamsohappyyoubackhoneywhendid

thishappen

Mpilo:Beenafewdaysnowandyouiheardwhat

daddid,Andileletyougobecauseofhedid

Boniwe:Nowegotkickedoutandiwasstartingto

enjoymyselfthereohwell

Hlelo:Webeenoutfortwomonthsnow



Ichokeonmydrink.

Boniwe:Shetoldyoushewouldgetusoutwhy

didn'tyoubelieveher,nodon'ttrytotouchme.You

veryluckyallthishappenbeforeyoufoolswent

aheadandkidnappedher

Mpilo:Itoldhimthiswasabadideadidhelistenno

thewayyoulookedatmesisiknewsomethingwas

wrong

Hlelo:Howdidilookatyou

Mpilo:Likeyoudidn'tknowme

Boniwe:Ohwelleatyourbreakfast

Sakhile

Wordscannotevenexplainwhatisgoingon.

Thabiso:Ifyoubreaknowwewon'tbeabletoget

throughthis



Icovermyfacewhydoeseveryoneexpectmetobe

stronginsuchsituations,iamhumanalsoiam

allowedtobreak.

Me:KuyafanaThabisoangekeenzeluthouvesane

wakhaesinyeislwaneengekesikwaziukusimela

Thabiso:Heretheycome

Westandup.

Thabiso:Iwilltakethat

Phindilelooksatallofuswehavefailedherwe

failedtoprotecther,shewalksawayfromusthe

gentsfollowherout.

Me:Youokay



Hiseyesshowdeepcoldness,hisfaceshows

nothingbutemptiness.Apartofhimblames

himselfforwhathappenedtoPhindile,anotherpart

makesyouwanttoswallowalumpstuckinyour

throatlikeiamdoingrightnow.Hewalksaway

aftergivingmeananswer,ifeelataponmy

shoulder.

Thato:Letsgo

James

Olwethu:Idon'tknowifyoushouldbehereratheri

don'tthinktheygoingtoneedyou

Ialsofeellikeishouldn'tbehere,butidon'twantto

raisequestionsandgiveMzwakheanymorereason

toblowmeup.



Me:Iwillleaveshouldtheyfeeliamnotneeded

Olwethu:OhJamesiamsorryididn'tmeanitlike

that.YouknowwithPhindilelosingthebaby,

everythingisjustallovertheplace

Me:Itsokayiunderstand

Theliftopensmomentoftruth.

Phindile

WeenterandOlwethuattacksmewithahug.Ihold

ontohertight.

Olwethu:Itsokaysisi

Thabiso:OhJameshey

IpushOlwethuofmeandturnmyattentiontohim.

Me:Wasitworthit



Helooksdown.

Me:Iamtalkingtoyou

James:Ihad

Me:Don'ttellmeaboutchoiceseveryonehasa

choicewhyJameswhywouldyoudothistome

Ifallonmykneesandcry.

Me:Don'ttouchme

Mzwakhepusheshimandpullsmeup.Theytook

mybabywithnocareatall,weenterthebedroom

andicrymyheartout.

Theyinjectmewithsomethingtheyputtingmeto

sleep.



Andile

SamkelosaidNonhlemighthaveabetter

understandingofwhatMzwakhe'sgirlfriendmight

be,weinvitedthemoverPhilanican'tseemtofigure

outhowiamgoingtofixthis.

Ma:Nonhlesavakashelwauwenanamhlanje

Nonhle:Sawubonama

Ma:Sawubonanganeyamnamanjeusamuhle

umfanawamiukuphethekahle

Shemakesthatsarcasticlaugh.

Ma:Comejoinus

Me:Sitdownandtellmeaboutyourfriend

Nonhle:Igotmanyfriends

Me:Ifyouwasn'tSamkelo'sgirlfriendrightnowi



wouldhaveslappedyousobad

Nonhle:Butiamandyouwon'tsowhat'sup

Samkelo:Phindilebabe

Nonhle:Whatabouther

Me:Whatissheandwhatcanshepossiblydoto

me,iknowtheytoldyouwhathappened

Nonhle:Whathappened

Me:Samkeloiamgoingtokillthisgirl

Samkelo:AndangerPhindilesomemoretellher

whatyoudidrightnow,sheistheonlythingthat

canprotectyou.Soleaveyourbullshitoutthedoor

andtellher

Ilookathim.

Samkelo:Andile

Me:Fineielectrocutedherididn'tknowshewas

pregnant



Shelaughshard.

Nonhle:ThisisbetterthanSamkelopanelbeating

myass

Ma:Ini

Samkelo:NothingmaNonhle

Nonhle:Why

Me:Sorry

Nonhle:Whyshouldihelpyouguysitsnotlikeyou

likeme

Me:Ifuckinghatethatpeoplenowthinktheyare

notsuddenlyafraidofmeyewenadoyouknowwho

iam

Philani:Daddadcalmdownubabaisrightuyena

kupheleumuntuongakusizamawuxabananaye

manje

Me:Yazinvesaneuhambeutsheleloyomngani

wakhondiniangimusabikanyenendodayakhe



IamAndileMsomiidon'tbowdowntonobody.
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Sakhile

Mxolisilandedthismorningnowwasnotthetime

forhimtoactlikeanarshole.Sheneedsthesupport

andallthecomfortshecanget,forstupid

diamondsisenoughreasontoelectrocutesomeone

whoispregnantatthesametime.Andileannoys

thecrapoutofmeiwishtheyburnhisdiabolical

ass.

Jamesentersiamyettoknowhowheisconnected

inallofthis.

Mj:UbulaleinganekaAuntiewena

Wealllookathim.



Olwethu:Mxolisiwozala

HegivesJamesabaddeathstarethanrunsoffjolly

toOlwethu.

Mxolisi:Yewena

Olwethu:Mxolisileavethechildalone

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

IjointhemtheyhavingapartyMxolisicameback

ohGodpleaselethimnotannoyme.Theboysrun

tome,icrouchdownoneclimbsonmybackicarry

theotherinfront.Mindyoutheyheavyasfuckbut

anythingtotakeawaythepain.



Me:Ngiyaphila

Mvelo:Wemissedyoualot

Me:Ngempelaubungikhumbulenomaukhumbule

ukudlala

Helooksdownandlaughs.

Me:Excitedtostartschool

Mvelo:Iamgoingtomissmybrotheralot

Mxo:Nasekhayafuthnikhulumanesingisi

Mvelo:Butdaddy

Mxo:Ahshutup

Welaugh.

Mxo:Youokay

Me:Iwanttobeokaybutican't



Mxo:Iamstillgoingtopunchyouthoughso

Likemylovealwaystellmeihavenochillher

brotheristheworst.

Mxo:Issheawake

Me:Man

Mxo:Don'tworryiamstillgoingtopunchyouboth

Me:Don'tmakemehurtyouman

Mxo:Reallywenaulimazeminathatwillbetheday

Heentersmyroomandshoutswelaugh.

Thobani:Youcan'tbemadatthisguynomatter

howmuchyoutry

Sakhile:NottorubsaltonthewoundbutMxolisi

saidsomethingveryinteresting.Jamescameinhe

lookedathimverybadandsaidubulaleinganeka



auntie

Me:Yousaidthat

Mj:Hmmubulaleinganekaauntie

Me:Ngizombulalanami

Mj:Ungambulaliumushayekodwa

Hepunchestheairmakingfunnynoises.

Me:Ngimushayekanjalo

Mj:Mmmwenzekanje

Hedoeskaratemovesandsoundswelaugh.Akid

justneedsyoutopayattentionandtheywilltellyou

everythingyouneedtoknow.

Andile

Igetdownstairsandfallonthechairididnotsleep

wellinfactididn'tsleepatall.Ikepthearingbaby



criesandbabiescrying.

Ma:Whathappened

Me:Ididn'tsleepatall

Siyanda:Yindab

Ma:Doyouwantanything

Me:Nomaiamgood

Ma:Haibo

Me:Thuliplease

Ma:Whathaveyoudonenow

Isigh.Thiswillsendherstraighttotheemergency

room.

Philani:Helloeveryonemyfavoritegrandma

Ma:Youronlygrandmawhendidyouarrive

Philani:Yesterdayiamleavingalsotoday



Me:Philani

Philani:AyAndilesizamileukuksizawalwawena

Me:OkokqalaangisiyeuAndilengubabawakho

okwesibiliuzongisizangiphumekulentosyezwana

syezwanana

Hemumblessomething.

Me:Uthini

Philani:Dadireallyhavetogoican'thelpyou,you

needtoapologizetothisgirlandthat'sit

Dad:Whatsthepointofhavingagiftifyounot

goingtouseit

Heraiseshishandhisheadfallsonthetable.

Philani:Mygiftisnottobeusedinamaliciousway

apologizetoherandshewillletyougo



Me:ifyoucoulddothiswhatcanshedo

Mzwakhe

Igotivdripspreparedforheridon'tknowifbeing

electrocutedohmandrainedheroritsthe

ancestors,idon'tknowshejustdidn'tlookokay.

Thato:Ayenziluthnjelento

Phindile:Ikhipheiamfineidon'tneedyouguys

tryingtomakethepaingoawaybecauseitwon't

Me:Ijustwantyoutobeokaythatsall

Phindile:Idon'twanttobeokayijustwanttobe

alone

Shegetsupbutfallsbackdown.Thabisohelpsher

up.

Thabiso:Yinikodwaunje



Phindile:Nginjani

Thabiso:Uyazinjeindodayakho

Phindile:Khonaigazielizochitheka

Thabiso:Eyawusiyekekancane

Phindile:Manje

Helaughs.

Nonhle

Phindilehasn'tcalledmebuticanfeelsheisnot

okaywherevershe.Mxolisitextedmeheisbackat

leastshehasashouldertocryon.Iwasheavyon

thebottlewhenSamkelotoldmehisfamilywants

toseeme.IhadnoideaAndiledidthatiamsurei

mayhavementionedthingsishouldn'thave.

Samkelo:Ithoughtweagreednottosayanything

Me:Iamsorry



Samkelo:HasPhindilecalledyou

Me:No

Samkelo:Whatdoyouthinkmybrothershoulddo

Me:Letitgo

Samkelo:Heheishearingbabycries

Me:Ifyouguysattackoreventrytowhateveritis

youguysthinkofdoing

Samkelo:Heshouldcarryonwithhislife

Me:Lethermournthethebabythatwasstartingto

beababy

IfAndilevalueshislifehewillletthisgo.
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Mzwakhe

Thankstobeinginarelationshipiamabletohandle

toughsituationswithalevelmindset.Hearingmy

lovetalkandventlikethatbrokeme,"Whyareami



angry,isthatgoingtobringmyback.Mycoldness

andlifelessemotionswillitbringbackwhatwe

created,imuststopbeingmadandstrikebackhard

andthemyangernesscancausemetolayhands

onher."thatbrokemeandsortoftookmeoutof

mypityparty.

Thabiso:Youlooklightertodaydidyougetsome

goodgood

Isigh.Theylaugh.

Me:Heychamps

Mvelo:Malume

Me:Mxolisiokaywenotinthemoodtoday

Mvelo:Canwegoplay

Mxolisistopseatingandlooksatmecanhego

alreadyandleaveuswiththekids.



Me:IfyoucangetMxolisitotalkwithoutyou

shoutingathimthanwecangoplay

Mvelo:Okayiguessicantry

Theliftopensandmyboyswalkin.

Sakhile:Whatsgoingonisthereameetingiforgot

Linda:Jamessaidyouwantedtoseeus

Me:Idon'tremembercallingyouguys

Theliftopensagainwhatthehellisgoingonwhyis

everyonehere.

Phindile

Iwishedtheytoldmeorshowedmesomethinglike

thiswasgoingtohappen.Ourhappinesswasshort-

livedidon'tknowwhatmyemotionsare,ifeel



emptymyphonerings.

Me:Hey

Nonhle:Heywhatswrongyoudon'tdon'tsound

okay

Ijustcryatthesoundofhervoice.

Nonhle:Ohmylove

Me:Isthiswhatyougothrougheveryday

Nonhle:Ibreathethroughthewound

Me:Iknowitwasababybutstilliwaspregnantyou

know

Nonhle:Ohmylove

Thedooropensheseesmecrying,hepullsmein

forahugiwarpmyarmsaroundhimandcry.



James

Idecidedtotellthemthetruthiamnotafraidof

dying.Myonegoalwastohavemyfamilyback

togetherinonepiece,andnowthattheybackidon't

minddyingforthem.Icalledtheboyswhoseemed

tobeclosetoMzwakhe,mysonwasherealso.I

don'tthinkineedhimhoweverthereisafewinthe

packwhodon'tmindpullingthetrigger.

Mzwakhewalksinandsitsdownhiseyeswerered,

idon'tknowwhereiamgoingtostartapologizingto

Phindile.

Me:Igotsomethingtotellyou

Ndu:Youthemole

Sakhile:Ndu

Me:Yesiam

Ndu:Nxingazile

Sakhile:What



Ndu:Itoldallyoub*tchesheisasnakeheisthe

onlyonewhoknowseverythingwithinthecrew

Me:Allthebigdealsthatwentwrongwasbecause

ofme

Mzwakhe:Yaziuyangibhora

Me:IalongsideAndilewantedtotakeyoudown

Thabiso:Excuseme

Iamlookingatthemtheyverycalmandnot

respondingwhichscaresmetodeath.Itellthem

everythingihavedone,themoneyheiststhatwent

wrong.Themissingmoneybags,tippingofthe

police,tryingtopinMzwakhewithdrugs.

Thabiso:WowJamesonwow

Sakhile:James

Ndu:Nyamestsekkudalalesgogwanisishambela

otherwise

Mzwakhe:Shutupallofyoujustshut,thisisnotmy



wholecrewwhyyounottellingeveryone

Me:Ithoughtitellpeoplethataremostclosetoyou

Mzwakhe:Soificalleveryoneyouwon'thavea

problemwithrepeatingwhatyoujustsaid

Me:No

Henodsandgetsupeveryoneofthemtakesout

theirguns.

Mzwakhe:Ayehlisaniumoyangekengimenzeluth..

Yaboangikuzwangifunaukukbukaemehlweniz,

futhanginendabanalentooyishoyo.Iszathusokuth

uPhindileakhalekungani

Me:Ihadtomakeachoice

Mzwakhe:Phindilewasthesacrifice

Me:Ionlyhadtobringher

Mzwakhe:Inorder

Me:Tostophimorratherderailhimfromtrafficking



mydaughter

Mzwakhe:Whycouldn'tyoutellushekidnapped

yourdaughteryouknowilookoutformyown

Me:Isnotthatkindofkidnappingmywifeand

daughterweretrappedinsideapool

Thobani:Fuck

Thabiso:Youknow

Thobani:Ahbutstillyoumotherfuckercouldhave

toldus

Me:KanjanThobanibenizobakhiphakanjan

Mzwakhe:Someoneexplaintomewhatthehellis

goingon

Me:Phindileknowsshe'stheonewhoinstructed

metostealthemoneybutasalwaystheywould

messup

Mzwakhe:Yazininenhlanhlangiyajolawaaey

ukukbulalangizozuzaniheeJamesZulu

Igetupidon'twanttobeinthereceivingendof



whateverheisthinkinginthatscrupulousmind.

Mzwakhe:Ohuyabaleka..Mamamommy

"Mzwakhe"

Mzwakhe:Celauzengaphakubioskope

Phindile:"OhGod"

Phindile

IsteelOlwethu'sfruitsaladandyogurtthanheadto

thetheaterroom.Butistophalfwaythangobackto

thebedroom,iheartherumbledownstairs.Ididsay

ijustwanttobeinmyroom.

Mzwakhe:Iamsorryishouldn'thavedonethati

wanttokillhimsobad



Hescreams.

Mzwakhe:Ngiyaxolisakodwa

Me:Itsokay

Mzwakhe:Tellmeaboutthisfamilyofhistrapped

insideapool

Me:Letmeshowyou

Mzwakhe

Jamesisreachingidon'tknowhowhehadtheguts

totakemeon.Helearnedathingortwofromdadi

amsurprisedwedon'tknoworrememberwhoheis.

Iamsupposedhurtanddisappointmentwillwe

evermoveforwardfromthis.

Phindile:Itsnotjustanypoolisamagicalpoolwho

caniusetodemonstrate

Me:SukumaSakhile



Hewon'tletitgolikeiamsoimustdomybestto

easeJamespunishment.

Sakhile:Whymeyouknowwedon'tgetalong

Hegetsup.

Phindile:Okaytryingcomingtome

Hetriestomovebutheisstuck.

Sakhile:Haibomommyyinimanjele

Me:Whatswrong

Sakhile:Okayidon'tlikethisnotonebitgetmeout

ofhere

Phindile:Imaginethatbutunderwater



Sakhile:Phindile

Me:Yiniwhyyoubeingdramatic

Hesitsdownbreathingheavily.

Phindile:Youclaustrophobic

Me:Amongstotherthings

Sakhile:Thatwasnotgoodbrothatwasnotgood

Me:Sohowdowegetthemout

Phindile:Theyalreadyout

Me:What

Phindile:Kudalangabakhiphangangitsheliwe

uzongenzelaphansi

Me:Youdidn'tthinkatleasttotellme

Phindile:Itisnotthatdeepyourancestorsknew

aboutitandicouldn'triskanyoneknowingbecause,

whoknowswhatthatmonstercouldhavedone

Thabiso:Nothisdoesn'tmakeanysenseweneed



toseethisfamilyJamesistoocockyforhisown

good

Me:Anduyazingekengimenzeluthakanendaba

nokushonafuth

Thabiso:ExactlylikeSfisoistillsaywemustmeet

hisfamily

Me:Whatifhekidnapsthemagain

Phindile:Nothingofthatsortisgoingtohappen

whileiamaround

Me:Ahthulaakekhookubuzile

Shesmilesandheadsupstairs.
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Mzwakhe

Ididn'tknowwhattomakeofallthisbutthanher

words,keptringinginmyheadstrikebackhard.Out

ofnowhereSakhileandThobaniwhiptheshitoutof

James.



Sakhile:That'sforlying

Thobani:That'sformakinguslosesomuchmoney

Sakhile:Inganekamommy

Hegroans.

Thobani:Ifwedidn'tloveyouthismuchyouwould

be

Theywhiphimtilltheysatisfiedthanlaugh.

Me:Maoutienjankantingitheningamthinti

Ndu:Akazikhohliweomunyeumbengestiezenza

uMzwakhe

Me:Uthini

Ndu:Ayluth



Theylaugh.

James:Itsokaysir

Me:Thathastochangefromnowonwardsyou

addressusbyournamesifheevercallsanyoneof

yousir,permissiontoslaphimthefacegranted

Sakhile:Shhhturnthatup

ThesoundsofSjavaechoesthewaySakhileloves

Sjava,Phindilehasmadeasolidplaceinhisheart.

Sabelo:Kunejiveyindabsihlanganelala

Me:Yekalaminangizixakengalokhoasikhulume

ezisengakho,zwakalavadangedladleniwena

wedwakhonaistuffengikuphathelesona

Henods.



Phindile

Iwasplanninganothervacationafterthatiam

planningonreturningbacktowork.Livingwith

Mzwakhehasbeenverybeneficialformespirits,

headachesandtorturedon'tattackmeanymoreor

notasmuchastheydidwheniwasathome.

Olwethu:Whatyouthinkingofdoing

Me:Wouldyourhusbandhaveaproblemwithyou

leavingagainwegoingnottofar

Olwethu:Youinvitingmetoanothertrip

Me:Yes

Olwethu:Ohthancountmeingirl

NotinvitingSethu,londiewillprobablybeworking.

Itsbeenawhilesincewelasttalkedanditsshort

notice.



Me:Anyothersgirlicaninvitebesidesus

Olwethu:Thereisthisoneladyidon'thowwe

driftedapartshedecidedshewastoocooltohang

outwithus

Me:Wellitwouldbeagreatideatoinviteher

tonightandallofuscansortofstartoncleanslate

Olwethu:Wellyoucanaskyourmanhewillbeable

tomakeithappen

Me:Awesome

Mzwakhe

Linda:Umommylodlalaistaffesinswempukanje

Ibetyousheusedtogotoclubsalot,ididn'tturn

onthescreensjustlisteningtowhat'sgoingonin

thepenthouse.

Me:Thinkyoucanmakethathappen



Nka:No

Leratoidon'tknowshesuddenlydevelopedthis

hatetowardsus.Shewasasweetheartandthe

otherladiesturnedheragainstuswhyidon'tknow.

Me:Iyintombizenuziyakenyayezwa

Nka:Iguessicantry

Me:Bringthekids

Thato:Uhmwehavetogo

Theirpagesrings.

Thato:Iyobonana

Sabelo:Canileavealsoifthere'snothingmoreiwill

comebylater

Me:Skhulu



Theyleave.

Linda:Khulumaindabasilana

Me:lonkelovuchuoluqedaukuhambaisagainstme

yiboabafunaukungiqhumbaphansi

Thatocomesbackipulloutmyphoneheisbackto

bugme.Iwonderifheactslikethiswithhiswifeor

isheamonsterwithher.

Me:Yaziimamaalinzinjengawe

Thato:Ahah

Heevenhashisarmunderneathmineleaningon

myshoulder.

Thato:Imamamelelazinathisikhona

Me:WatchoutforMelusi,SabeloisAndile'sbrother



don'tworryNduimnotgoingtokillyouunlessyou

givemeareason

Helaughs.

Phindile

IamnotsureifimustinviteNonhlewillsheeven

agree.JamesfamilyentersaccompaniedbyMpilo

ZulubothherandMrZuluhaven'tagedabit.James

lookslikeacompletesnackhereallytakescareof

hisbody,livingintheriverhelpedBoniweabit.

Me:Well

Boniwe:Thankyouforinvitingus

Hlelo:Doyouneedhelpwithanything

Me:Whatyouplanondoingnowthatyouout

Hlelo:Idon'tknowithinkiwanttostudyawayfrom

thiscountry



Me:Thatsnicebutthere'snothinghecandonowto

hurtyouguys

Hlelo:Stillsfeelweird

Me:Iknowright

Nonhletextmebackshecan'tmakeitbutonthefor

thevacationhmmiambummed.Butiguessigot

tobondmorewiththebhenguwives.

Me:Wecanmakedessert

Mj:Auntie

Me:Yebokhehlalami

Mj:Celaukudla

Me:Okayufunani

Heshrugs.

Mzwakhe



MyhouselooksbreathtakingPhindilereallyhasa

neckforthesekindofthings,wefinallygettomeet

Jamesinfamousfamily.Hejoinsuslookingdapper

asever,thewifeblushes.

Thobani:Okaynow

Thabiso:Evenmyfatherwasn'tlikethis

Me:Ayayubabawayemuhlekabihowyouthinkhe

gottenchildren

Thabiso:ifyoudon'twatchityougoingtoendup

likedad

Ilookathimheisafineonetotalkespeciallyletme

leaveitthere,welaugh.

Me:SoMrsZuluuwelo

James:ThisismydaughterHlelolwenkosi

Linda:Hmmmyouarebeautiful



Me:No

Linda:Hawu

Me:No

Phindile:Hisorryiamsorry

Me:Comehere

Phindile:Awkodwabhengu

Me:Iphelaninilentoyenu

TheliftopensSabelowalksinshitiforgotwhati

calledhimfor.
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Andile

Mandisa:Damncanyougetyourphone

Me:Awukahlemandisangifunaukulala

Mandisa:Iamtryingtosleepalso



Whoeveritiswilljusthavetowaititwasawild

night,aloudbangonthedoorannoysme.

Me:Kantiyini

Voice:Vulayouswine

Sleepyigetofbedandheadtothedoor.

Me:What

HesmacksmeiclenchmyJaws.

Sabelo:Lookatthisawuyiphendulinganifoni

Ilookathimthanrunouthefollowsme.Idon't

bothertakingofmyclothes,ijumpinthepooland

teleport..Theygone...theygone..No.



Phindile

Mzwakhewasnotkeenonwakinguportakinghis

d*ckout.

Mzwakhe:Phindileyini

Me:Ngifunaukuyochama

Mzwakhe:Chamaphela

Me:Kuzonukaumbhede..Mzwakhe

Hegentlytakesitout...ican'tholditanymore...I

runtothebathroomandtakeanicelongpee.He

entersafterafewsecondshetakesapisstoo,ihad

toomuchtodrinklastnightwasamazing.Iamglad

theygoingfixthingstogether,nomorebetrayaland

nomorelies.

Hewipesmewhilekissingmeewwmorningbreath,

heflushes.Weheadtothesinkwashourhands,



thanbrushourteethandwashourfaces.Personal

hygieneisamustformeican'tbutasamanforme

yougottobeclean.

Wegetbackinthebed..Backhisd*ckgoesinohno

howamigoingsurviveanotherhourstocome,with

histhinginsideofme.

Mzwakhe:Kubuhlunguyini

Me:No

Mzwakhe:Okaythulaumsindoulale..

Ngizophendulangibhekelemaseuyakhala

Ikeepmymouthshutandclosemyeyes.

James

Myheartiscompletemywifebackinmyarms,my

childreninonepiecewhatmorecouldamanask

for.Weagreedtofixthingsandnowihavetostep



upandplaythefatherrole,icouldn'tbemore

happier.

Boniwe:ManjeMagebamasushiyaizikhalizakho

yonkeindawouyaziangizwaninalezinto

Somethingbreaksinthekitchen.

Boniwe:Mpilowenzani

Mpilo:Itwasn'tme

Boniwe:OhmyGodJames

Weheadtothekitchenandthemostdangerousand

cunninganimalislayingonwhatwasthekitchen

table.

Me:Don'tpanictheyhaveforgivenme

Boniwe:Whatisitdoinginmykitchen



Myheartmelts.Iwillforeverbegratefultothat

beautifulyounglady.

Andile

Allofmewasn'tfunctioningnobodyhasthatkindof

powertoenterinthepool,nobodyhowthehelldid...

Isigh.IgrabmyphoneandcallPhilani.

Philani:Pingoshe

Me:Ungangibangeliisdinayezwa

Philani:Whathaveidonenow

Me:Isthereanythingmorepowerfulthanyou

Philani:Thewomanyouelectrocuted

Me:Cansheenterthepool

Philani:Noonlythecrystalcanallowherin

Ikeepitonmeallthetimehowcouldshehave



gottenit.

Ma:Thiscameforyou

Iputthephonedownandopentheenvelope,the

crystaldropsdown."Stillnotscaredofme"thenote

reads.

Me:Philani

Philani:Stayawayanddon'tdoanythingstupid

Hehungsup.Ithrewtheglassinmom'sdirection

sheranbeforeitcouldhither,iclearedeverything

thatwasonthecounter.Takingmyfrustrationout

onthesinkandthecabinets.

Sandile:Andile...Andileman

Me:Theythinktheyhavewontheythinktheywon



Sandile:Stop..Stopit

Me:Nobodywinsagainstmeiamgoingtoshow

themwhothefuckAndileMsomiis

Mzwakhe

Phindile'sscreamwakesmecausingmyd*ckto

pulloutinavigorouslyinhumaneway,iamsure

thatcausedalotofpain.

Me:YinikodwafuckPhindile

Whydoesshehavetoscreamlike.

Me:Kodwajerevalenganeyoh

Ishouldn'tbeshoutingthat'sgoingtomakeher

emotional.Ilookatherdammittoolatethedamage

isalreadydone.



Me:Okayiamsorrymylove..Ngiyaxolisamama

Phindile:Iamsorry

Me:Nobabydon'tworryaboutthatnongiyaxolisa

okayphelankosazaneungakhalimommyungakhali

awnzenebakithi,inkosazaneleenkuluekhalayo

aybohmmmbaby
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Phindile

Iwaswatchingthemfromthekitchen.

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Me:Niready

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:NikulungeleyininaumalensizwayakwaMsomi

igadlanomanisanekeamasendenkosinathi



Ishout.

Me:YaphelangiyanibuzaNhlanhla

Jamesentersigottohimandpullhishand.

Me:Babukebanekeamasendeabo,bukabuka

badlaimaliyaminjekuphelaaybayayibhubhudla

shame..Azaziluthlezintoluthawshamelokhu

okuwunhlanhlakuyazamashameakufani

Nextthingifaint.

Mzwakhe

Andilecancomeatmeallhewantsiamready,ain't

noprecautionsiamgoingtotakeandtheybetter

notinvolvePhindile.



James:Sheactedlikeyourfatherhewouldpullme

andwestandbehindatintedwindow.Andscream

looklooktheybusystuffingandshittingmymoney,

Iwouldstandthereandhewouldpushmeinside

andeverythingsortofpickedup

Me:Ohthatswhyshewasscreamingheismad

aboutsomething

James:SurelySabelotoldhim

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhycan'ttheycomeatme

directly

Sakhile:Theycan'tb*tchtheycan't

Me:Aysuka

Thisismakingmeangry.

James:There'snoreasontoactnowortake

precautionsSabeloisstupidandpredictable

Me:Youatruedefinitionoflookingmeinmyface

andtakingmedown



James:Ilearnedfromthebest

Igetuphegetsupwehugandwejustallow

ourselvestobeemotional.

Sakhile:Grouphug

Phindile

IwentouttolunchwithNonhleandOlwethushe

wastellingusthatThabisorefusedhertogoout

withus.

Nonhle:Butitsnotlikewegoingtotheclubyeahwe

dogotoclubs

Olwethu:Heflatoutrefused

Me:Iwillmakehimagreenobodycansaynotome

Welaughheisgoingtolethercometothetrip.



Sindiswa:Ladies

Me:Ahyoucame

Sindiswa:Wouldn'tmissitfortheworld

Nonhle:Areyouguystwinsorsomething

Sindiswa:Youcanjoinusandwebecometriplets

Theylaugh.

Olwethu:Rato..Ratocomeon

Hmmsheisbeautifulshecomestous.

Olwethu:Kodwaratowhatdidwedotoyou

Rato:ReallyreallyMrsDonifyouguyswerenotso

persistentinsettingmymanupwestillwouldbe

friends



Olwethu:Wewouldneverdothat

Rato:Pleasedon'tpatronizeme

Sindiswa:Whyyouaccusinguswithoutfactsifi

remembercorrectly.Wendyandtheotherladies

weretryingtodothatthanblameditonus,itwas

MzwakhewhogotNkanyisooutofthatsituation

afterwetoldhimwhathappened.Honeywedon't

caretosetanyoneupaninsecureb*tchwouldfeel

that

Nonhle'sjawdrops.

Me:Yeahyoushouldn'tbehangingaroundthose

peoplesomeofthemdon'tevenlikeyou

Rato:Andyouare

Sindiswa:IntombikaMzwakhe

Rato:Whatwowyourbeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Olwethu:Girlsitdownwedidn'tdothethingsyou



areaccusingusof

Andile

Theyenterliketheybeingchasedbyaghostor

something,someofthemareinjured,someofthem

havenoclothesonthisgottobeinteresting.

Me:Whatthehellhappened

Flower:Eyboss

Me:Don'tEybossmewhatthehellhappened

Flower:Grandsharprefitleledar

Me:Iwillturnyourassintoarealflowerspeak

coherently

Flower:Okaywewerethereasperyourinstructions

wefollowedthegirlhoweverwecouldn'ttakeher

Me:Excuseme

Flower:Themostunbelievablethinghappened

Vukani:Abunchofsnakesattackedus



Ilaughtheylookatme.

Flower:Afewofourmendiednotjustanysnakes

bigblackMamba's

Myphonebeeps.

"StayawayfromtheZulu'sMsomiyoupushingmy

hand"

Themessagereadsmyson'scallcomesthrough.

Me:Fineifitswartheywantwariswhatiamgoing

togivethem

Phindile

Wejustgotbackthatwasagreatdayfilledwithjoy



andlaughter.Iextendedtheinvitetoratoshedidn't

liketheshortnoticebutagreedtocome,nowihave

toironafewthingswithThabisotheDon.

Me:Baby

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:uThabisoukhonangifunaukukhulumanaye

Helooksatme.

Mzwakhe:Whatyouwanttotalkabout

Me:CanyoubelieveherefusedOlwethutogoon

ourgirlstrip

Mzwakhe:Girlstripyanimanje

Me:Theladiesandiaregoingonlittletripagain

Mzwakhe:Arewegoingtofightaboutthis

Me:Yeapiamgoingtohateyouevenifiwas

diagnosedwiththisgiftinbetweenthatiwouldgo



onvacations

Mzwakhe:Diagnosed

Hechuckles.

Mzwakhe:Idon'tknowwhereThabisoisandplease

don'tinvolveme

Me:Don'tworryiamnotthatdumb

Mzwakhe:Manjeuyaphi

Me:I

Mzwakhe:WozalauzobuyeumboneuThabiso
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Phindile

IhavebeenlookingforThabisoallover,somehow

itsliketheuniverseknewiwantedtoseehimand

wasjustderailingthematter.



Me:Justthehumaniwanttosee

Thabiso:AreyoumarriedPhindile

Me:No

Thabiso:Okaysowhatichoosetodowithmywife

isofnoconcerntoyou

Me:Wenotevenfarfromhere

Thabiso:No

Me:Thabisoit

Thabiso:Ngithechabikantiawuzwayini

Me:Wellthanfine..Iamsureshewillbeexcitedto

learnherhusbandimpregnatedsomebodyelse

Heturnsaroundandwalksovertome.

Thabiso:Itscuteigetityouhavethismagicalgift

butlittlegirldonotmesswithme

Istepclosertohim.



Me:Musthavebeenhardhardingkillinghisbrother.

Imeantheholeyoublastedinsideofhimmust

havebrokeyourheart,ohwaityoudon'thavea

heartseeingyouresponsibleforhisdeath

Helaughs.

Thabiso:Yougoingtoratonyourboyfriendimagine

hewillhaveforyoutheywillforgiveeachotherand

youarghshame.Mywifeisn'tgoinganywhereand

thatsit

Hegoestotheliftthere'snowayinhellthatdidn't

rattlehim,iwillwaitforhismove.

Mzwakhe

Thabisotextsmehewantsmetocomeovertohis

house,reallynowihavetodriveawholehourjust



togettohishouse.

Me:Sthandwa

Phindile:Mmm

Me:Thabisotextedmeufunasihlanganeso

ngizoqalaespaninimasengiyombona

Phindile:Reallywhatdoeshewanthewasjusthere

Me:Abathathikahlelabaingqondozaboziyahamba

okwangempela

Phindile:Manjewenzanlapho

Me:Ngibhekaizintoengizoyigqoka

Phindile:Hmmm

Me:Relaxmamahawu

Phindile:Ayangisholuth..Ngobangizohambanje

iyinganengizoziyisakuma

Me:Bengahlalaayikhoinkinga

Phindile:Ubaniozobagada

Me:AwsesingahlulwauMvelonoMxolisibadala



phelavelekininibafishane

Ilaugh.

Phindile:WeMzwakhe

Me:Mommy,howdoilook

Phindile:Asexymillionaire

Ikissherandleave.

Nonhle

IwaspackingSamkeloentersandfallsonthebed.

Samkelo:Idon'twanttobedoingthisanymore

Me:Don'tworryafterthisPhindileiscomingbackto

work

Samkelo:Ngempela



Me:Hmmyoucanresignifyouwantto

Samkelo:Okaywhatdididonow

Me:Youdidn'tcomeandyoumissedthe

appointmentwiththetherapist

Hesighs.

Me:Whysuggestsomethingandthannotseeit

through

Samkelo:Iamwillingtodoanythingjust

Me:Wellthanshowittalkischeapifyouwanttokill

meSamkelogoaheadbutwhatyounotgoingtodo

Samkelo:Okayokaypleasestopshoutingwewill

stopthetherapistifyoudon'twantto

Isitdownandholdmyheadiamnotsureifiwant

togotothisstupidtrip.



Mzwakhe

Therewasnoworkfortodaysoijusttogostraight

tothepresidentshouse,iwonderwhatthisbig

thinghehastotellmeis.

Me:Thabiso

"Inthestudy"

Ilookthroughhisrefrigeratorfirstnothinglooks

appealing,igothroughthecabinetshopingtofind

somesnacks.

Me:Whatnosnacksinthishouseargh

Ienterhisstudy.

Me:Okaybhutiomdalasengikhona



Thabiso:Youwon'tbesmilinglikethatonceitell

youthis

Heleansbacksonhischair.

Me:Iamlistening

Thabiso:Yourgirlfriendisthreateningme

Me:Ngitheningangifaki

Thabiso:Everyoneknowsnottoquestionthe

decisionsimakeincludingmywife,soforyourgirl

thinkingshecandothatbecauseofhergiftreally

pissesmeoff

Me:Utheni

Thabiso:Uyayikhumbulaimfihloyami..

Yayikhumbulaimfihloyethu

Me:Wegotalotofsecrets

Theroomgoessilent.



Thabiso:Idon'tcareifshetakesvacationsand

whatnotbutmywifeismywife,idon'twanttohave

tocauseproblemsbetweenus

Ididnotseethishappening.

Thabiso:Fixthisbeforeidecidetobutin

Me:Ngazengaphoxeka

Thabiso:Ini

Me:Bengazingempelaukuthkuyobainina

eningayincwanyiithekeniyami

Thabiso:Haibosifikeninilaph

Me:Wow

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Igetupandleave.



Thabiso:Mzwakhewaititdoesn't..Mzwakhe

Thefirsttimeanyonehasseenmecry.

Phindile

Nonhletextedmeshecan'tcomeanymorethatwas

abummer.ItextratowithOlwethunotcoming

definitelySindiswawon'tcome,ratoandidon't

knoweachotherthatwellidon'twantthistobean

awkwardmomentforher.

Me:Ohwow

Shequicklytextmeback.

"Iamsosorrybabesthankyouiforgotiwasinthe

momentNkanyisoandihadplans,totallyslipped

mymind.Thankyouanyways"



Me:Wellatleastyounotlyinglikemostpeople

Iputmyphonedownandstareahead,atearfalls

downmycheek.
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Phindile

Iwaitedforhimandhedidn'tcomebackhome.I

wasfinishedbutididn'twanttoshowit,iasked

Mxolisitocomeandfetchandhesaidheisonhis

way.Myphoneringscausinganunsettlingsharp

paininmyhead,mimosasdon'tplayespecially

whenyoudrinkthemwithMoet,iamnotsurehow

manybottlesihadalliknowisthatican'tgetup.I

cansleepatanymomentbutiamnotgoingto

allowthatbynoonihavetobeoutofthishouse.

Somebodycomesandcleansupthebottlesand



whateverihadgoingon.

"Shouldimakeherbreakfast"

"Nolookslikeitwasawildnight"

"Morelikepartyforone"

"Isn'tshewithMzwakhe"

"Hedidn'tcomeback"

Iamnotsleepingandtheydoingalousyjobat

whispering.

Me:Whenyoudonefuckingeachotherdisappear

frommysight

Sakhile:That'snowaytotalktopeopleanddon'tbe

takingoutyourfrustrationsonus.Uqhubekile

wajolanayeungalingeusijwayelekabi

Nothando:Sakhile

Sakhile:Mxm



Isearchformyphoneitryopeningmyeyesthey

heavyascement,ipushandpushbutnothingat

leastmyvoiceisnottotired.

Me:Mvelo...Mvelo

Mvelo:Auntie

Me:Fonelaubabwakhoumbuzeukuthusekuphi

Mvelo:Yebo

Sakhile

Phindileisrudeanddisrespectfulbutistillloveher

though.WhereisMzwakhenowandwhatthehell

happened.

Nothando:Youshouldn'thavespokentoherlike

that

Me:Iknow



Iwaswithherinthekitchenshewasmaking

breakfast,theliftopensMxolisientershedoesn't

evengreethegoesstraighttohissister.Theyall

rudeinthisfamily.

Mxo:Gcino

Phindile:Mvelo

Mvelo:Daddy

Mxo:Heyboysreadytogohome

Mvelo:Sortofkindagottenusedtothisplacebuti

missgogo

Mxo:Mmmwellkindayourassandgofetchyour

things

Mvelo:Yesdaddy

Tobeabletolivewiththemandlovethemyouhave

tounderstandthem,butifyoudon'tyouralways

goingtotakeeverythingtheysaysosensitive.



Phindile:Fiveminutesandthanwecango,ineed

youtocarryme

Mxo:NgamfoneliuNonhle

Phindile:Hlukananabantuabangangifuni

Mxo:WenixabenefuthayMxolisi..Mvelo

Heshouts.

Mzwakhe

Iarrivehomeiaminnomoodtofight.Mxolisiis

heredammitthisguyisannoying.

Me:Mxolisi

Mxo:Sho

Me:Unjan

Mxo:Aynongigrandwena



Me:Mmm

Sakhile:Wherehaveyoubeen

Me:BengidingaukushawaumoyanotnowSakhile

Igotomyroom.

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Hi

Me:WhyisMxolisihere

Phindile:Itoldhimtocomeandfetchus

Me:UkhonanjeuJamesebenganihambisa

Phindile:Ngiceleubhutiwamikhonainkinga

Shehasseenmesoimightaswellstartexplaining

myselfandireallydon'tregretwhathappened.

Phindile:Didyoucomebackhome



Me:No

Phindile:Why

Me:Yaziimpilomayingathandiukuthujabule

Phindile:Iamstuckwithsomethingidon'tknow

Me:Uwenawedwaintoebengijabulisaandlokho

ngasekuphele

Shetriestolookatmehereyesfailher.

Phindile:Okayokay

Me:Wenotatthatpointwhereicanriskitallfor

you.Ibarelyevenknowyouandtofindoutyou

planningondoingsomethingthatmighttakeaway

thepeaceofmyfamilypissesmeofandican'tlet

youdothat

Phindile:Whatareyoutalkingabout

Me:Iknowwhatyoutryingtodoandifitslikethat

thanihavetoletyougo



Phindile:Isthatwhyyoudidn'tcomehome

Me:Itdoesn'thavetoendlikethiswecantalkabout

thislikethegrownadultsthatweare

Phindile:Didyoutalktomelikeagrownadultwhen

youdecidedtospendthenightsleepingwith

anotherwoman

Me:Idon'tregretitandyounotgoingtomakeme

feelbadaboutit

Phindile:Okayandiamsupposedtobeokaywith

thatokay

Shegetsupandopensthedoor.

Phindile:Mxolisi

Me:Phindile

Sheshutsthedoor.



Sakhile

Heholdshersisterandtheycomedown.

Mxo:Ungakhaliphelaujolewazi..Ngikutshelesisi

wamabafanaizinja

Phindile:Mxolisi

Mxo:Okayboyslet'sgo

Mvelo:Daddyisshegoingtobeokay

Mxo:Sheisgoingtobefinemyboyrememberwhat

itoldyou

Mvelo:Theevilspirits

Mzwakhecomesdown.

Mzwakhe:MawuhambaPhindileyaziukuth

yonkintoesinayoihambanawe

Shelaughs.Theyentertheliftandthat'sit,what



happeneddamn.

Phindile

Hethinksitsokaytodowhateverhewantsbecause

heisMzwakheBhengunosweetheart,lifedoesn't

worklikethat.

Mxo:Wozasikhulume

Me:Okayididsomethingishouldn'thavedone,i

wasonlytryingtomakesuremyplansworkoutand

thanthishappened

Mxo:Okaysowhyareyounotexplaininginsteadof

breakinguplikethis

Me:Hereisthetwisthedidn'tcomeback,hedidn't

givemeachancetoexplainwhyididwhatidid

Mxo:Wenzeni

Me:Thabisodidn'twantOlwethutocomeonthetrip

Mxo:Whyareyoucomingbetweenhusbandand

wife



Me:Ifeltitwasn'tfairwegoingandshestays

behind

Mxo:Obviouslyhehadhisreason

Me:Grantedheuseditagainstme

Mxo:Wouldyouhavegoneaheadwithwhatyou

planned

Me:Notmebuttheancestorswould

Mxo:Iamproudofyoustandingyourgrounddon't

letnomancontrolyouortellyouanydifferent

Me:Mmmm

Mxo:Soitsover

Me:Yeahpleasecomfortmom

Mxo:Ifyouwantmetocomebackican

Me:Youhaveagreatjobandagreatlifeleaveitat

that

Mxo:WowcheerstoZimbali

Sakhile



Mzwakhewascryinglikecryingreallybadididn't

knowwhattodo,hewasbreakingmyheart.

Thobani:Skhulu

Me:Mzwakhetelluswhatisgoingon

Mzwakhe:Hambani..Phumanimanhambani

Me:Okayokay

Weleavehelocksthedoor.

Me:Jameswhathappened

Theliftopens.

Linda:Andthanninakwenzakalannamuncunje

James:Chazankosinatbikwenzakaleni

Thabiso:Ohitsmyfaultnow



Me:Whatdidyourassdo

James:Thabiso

Thabiso:Okayididn'twantmywifeleavingsoshe

thoughtshecouldthreatenme

Me:Withwhat

Thabiso:Leyampahlaleya

Whatishetalkingaboutilaugh.

Me:Youidiot

Thabiso:Umyisaphiumfaziwamiezihlalelekwakhe

Me:Ihaveafeelingyounottellingthetruthbutits

okay

Thabiso:Hesaidheneverthoughtwewouldbethe

oneswhodonotlikeher

Thobani:Hesaidthat

Thabiso:Andleft

Me:Welltheybrokeup



Helaughs.

Thabiso:Youjokingright

Iwishiwas.
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Sakhile

IhaveexhaustedmyselfoutbecauseofMzwakhe,i

rubmyeyesyawning.

Olwethu:Youdeserveagoldmedal

ItsbeenmonthssincewelastsawPhindileithas

beenareckoningmonths.



Olwethu:Ipreparedsomethingforyouitsokayiwill

lookafterhim..Mzwakhegivemethebottle

Mzwakhe:Why

Heburps.

Olwethu:Ohmygoodness

Ayandacomestotherescue.

Ayanda:Brostopthis

Mzwakhe:Khonaenginihluphayongakhonisho

phelangizohamba

Hedownsthebottleofvodkaasitis.

Mzwakhe:Mmmyamnandiinto



Theyfightforthebottle.

Me:Ayandaitsokaymyeke

Ayanda:Whatno

Mzwakhe:Yesleavemealone

HesaysbreathlessandburpingohmyGod.

Ayanda:UyazibonaukuthunjanMzwakheuyazi

uzojabulauPhindileukukbonaunje

Mzwakhe:Unandabaniangithanimfunianimfuni

HetriestakingthebottleagainMzwakhebiteshim.

Ayanda:Haiboyewenasarn

Mzwakhe:Leavemealone..Mvarningyou



Hecanbarelyevenpronouncethewordsproperly.

Mzwakhe:Comecomeandcloseryouwillbetit

Iwishwecouldlaughireallywishwecan,heis

breakingourheartsbreakingdownlikethis.

Ayanda:Theonlythingiwillregretismybrother

dyingwemaynotbefromthesamewombbutwe

fromthesamespermstopdoingthisplease

Mzwakhe:ItsokayAyandaiamokayangithanifuni

ukungibonangijabulilengaphanifuna

ukungiqhumbaphansi.Hlampenawenje

awungifuninjeulokheusholegetlanyotchingmy

brotherdiefuckyou

Helaughs.Jamesentersmaybehecanknock

somesenseintohim.



Phindile

Sizwe:Itstimeforyoutogobacknowwegoodwe

don'twantyouanymore

Icouldn'tevenenjoymytimehereMzwakhe's

brokenheartdidn'tservemeanyjustice.Itsbeena

goodfivemonth'sformeandhellforhim,hehas

beendrowninginalcoholandcryingforme.

Sizwe:Andwegoingtobewithyoueverystepof

theway

Me:Iwon'tmissyoueither

Sizwe:Byeyourmajesty

Me:Areyouguysevergoingtotellmewhatiam

herefor

Sizwe:Wellitalllieswiththebhengu'sthoseboys

andireallyhopeyourboyfriendthistimegetshis

acttogether



Whatiamhearingismoretorture.

Sakhile

Jameswasgettingthroughtohim,hehadhishead

restingonhiskneecrying.

Mzwakhe:She

James:Forgetaboutheriamhereforyou,wehere

foryouokayletsgo

Mzwakhe:Don'ttouchmeicanwalkonmyown.

Youguyscansithereandshowmeyourfakelove..

Olwethungiyakuthandayezwalemfeneyakho

ayikufanele,sukaniphelangihambeyinimanje

James:Thatsthecouch

Mzwakhe:Okaymaybeidoneedhelpyoutheonly

onewhocaresforme



Ntandotakesmeintohisbigarmsandholdsme

tight.

Ntando:Ifyoubreakdownnowwhoishegoingto

dependon

Ishakemyhead.

Ntando:Iknowiknowthisistoomuchforyoualso

butweallknowhim.Hegetshisstrengthfromyou

andyoucan'tfallapart

Icryonhisbigchestmykneesfailmeitsbeena

longfivemonthswatchinghimcracklikethis.Ithas

hithomeandican'ttakeitanymore.

Thabiso:Sakhilewenotgoingtoletyoudothat



Hehugsfrombehinditshisfaultwehere,butthey

rightnowthatithinkaboutit.Ican'taffordtofall

apartlikethis.

Nonhle

Fivemonthslateristillfeelbadiabandonherwhen

sheneededme.Thelastthingisawofherwasthe

vacationpicturesintendedforusgirls,shedidn't

lookhappyandijustneededtobethereforher.

Samkelo:Callher

Me:Andsaywhat

Samkelo:Wellfixthings

Me:Idoubtsheisback

Mxolisicallsme.

Me:Mxolisi



Mxo:Heyhelpmeiamhavingtroublebookinga

flightidon'tknowwhatisgoingonineedtogo

homeasinnow

Me:Okaywhen

Mxo:Iamreadyrightnowican'taccessmy

accounts,ican'tpayformykidsschoolfeesican't

doanythingpleasejusthelpme

Me:Okay

Mxo:PleaseNonhlekuyaphuthuma

Hehungsup.

Samkelo:She'sback

Me:Nohewantsmetobookaflightforhim

apparentlyhecan'taccesshisaccountsidon't

know,letmejustquicklydothisforhimthanget

backtoyou

Phindile



Homesweethomeidon'twanttoscarethemsoi

knockonthedoor.Itopenstheyattackwithabig

barehugmyheartmelts.

Me:Haibosenamagiantkanjengokuhambanje

kancanesenibangaka

Ma:Usubuyile

Me:Bengasafuni

Theylaugh.

Me:BabaYoli

Dad:Awyabuyainkunzimalanga

Me:Zidlanileziyinganezakhulakangaka

Ma:Sengimdalaminamanjeukuthsengagada

iyinganewasizawabuya

Me:Nimenzeniugogo

Mvelo:Luthauntiesivukaekusenisiyeeskoleni



masebuyauthiashiwasheamakhethini

Me:YouspeakingZulunow

Hesmilesmyfamilyisusedtomedisappearingit

doesn'tbotherthemanymore.

Me:Manjeniyazihambelanoma

Mvelo:MkhuluJamesfetchesus

Me:Mxolisi

Helooksdownstillshyasever.

Me:Ngiyajabulakeukunibonaukuthnijabulile

ukuthsengibuyile

Theycarryingonasifihavebeenherethewhole

time.
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Mzwakhe

Itfeelslikeatruckfellonmeandanalcohol

brewerypukedonme.Iammetbyicecoldwater

splashedonme.

Me:Thefuck

Sakhile:Iamsickandofthispatheticexcuseofa

manthatyouare.Hereiswhatyougoingtodoright

now,getyourassuptakeabathdoyourbedand

meetmedownstairsforbreakfast

Me:Sakhileleavemealoneokay

Sakhile:Okay

Heentersmybathroomandcomesoutwithahose

pipe.

Me:Isweariamgoingto



Idon'tevenfinishmysentenceheletsoutthewater.

Igetupandstophimbutmoreofthemcomeout

withpipesandtheybaptizemewithwater.

Sakhile:Ithinkthat'senough,getyourasstogether

Iamspeechlessmywholeroomisweteverythingis

wet.

Phindile

Jameshasarrivedtopickuptheboysandiwas

readytogobacktowork.Theboysgetinthanme,

heturnsaroundandstaresatme.

Mvelo:Ubabautheuyabuya

Me:Ngempelathat'snice..Wecangonow



Hestartsthecaranddrivesofiknowhewillrun

andtellthemiamback.

Mzwakhe

Iheaddownstairstheyhadivshotswaitingforme.

Itsbeenhellformeithoughticouldhandleit,butit

hasbeenmonthsandihaven'theardanythingfrom

her.Iwouldgotoherhouseandherapartmentall

theplacesshecouldgotobutnothing.

Sakhile:Phamandla

Ilayonthecouch,helooksforaveinandinjectsa

needle.

Sakhile:Usjwayelekabiwenanxi

Myheadisheavymybodyisprobablygoingto

suckthesebadboysfast,myphonerings.



Me:Hello

Mxo:Ineedyourhelp

Me:Whereisyoursister

Mxo:Idon'tknowandidon'tcareiamstuckinan

airportpleasejustborrowmeyourjet

Me:Whatswrong

Mxo:Iamblacklistedcanyouimagine

Me:Whathappened

Mxo:Idon'tjustpleasegetmeoutofhere

Me:Okaywhereareyouat

Mxo:Dubaiicouldn'tgetnonstopflight

Me:Okayiwillsendmypeople

Mxo:Thankyou

Hehungsup.



Me:IsJamesbackokaycelaniyolandauMxolisi

eDubaihesaysheisblacklisted

Sakhile:ThabisohambauyomlandacallJames

Phindile

IaskedJamestoaccompanymeinside.Ineeded

someonearoundtoensurenothinghappenstome,

andiamcapableofworkingsofarsogood.Ihave

justbeensettlingmyselfinSamkeloandNonhle

havedoneanexceptionaljobatkeepingthis

companyafloat,everybittheyhavedoneiwill

cherishitfortherestofmylife.

James:Whowillfetchtheboys..Okayiwillsend

youanaddressafterpickinguptheboyscome

straighttothataddress,itdoesn'tmatteryoujust

dowhatitellyouokaycool

Whathasmybrotherdonenow.



James:Nkosazanemelengihambekuthiwa

ngiyolandaubhutiwakhoapparentlyheis

blacklisted

Ilaugh.

Me:Mxolisiblacklistedwowshejustdoesn'tgive

up

James:Sorry

Me:Noitsokayyoucangoiwillmanagejust

perfectlyfine

Igrabthetelephoneandcallhim.

Mzwakhe

Ifeelsomuchbettertheexhaustionandfatiguehas

beenliftedofme,damniwasamess.Oneday

aparticanbarelysurvivefivemonthsthat'sstraight

upsendingmetothegrave.



Sakhile:Atleasteatsomething

Me:IsthatgoingtobringbackPhindile

Sakhile:B*tchyoutheonewholethergo

Me:Yeahwellimadeamistake

Sakhile:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoudiditThabiso's

reasonwasnotwhyyoudid,celaudleMzwakhe

bukaukuthuzacekanjanayman

Itaketheplatefromhimandtrytoeathecannever

knowaboutthis,never.

Sakhile:Yourdemonisbacktospendingmoney

Me:Wouldyoustop

Sakhile:Shouldicloseit

Me:Letmesee

Sakhile:fiftygrandwhatkindofshoppingisthat

Me:Thesearenotpearlsaccounts



Sakhile:Whatsomebodyisstealingourmoney

Me:Awumeman

Sakhile:Awabanipho

Me:They

Ichuckle.

Me:She'sback

Sakhile:Whoisback

Igivehimbackthelaptopandcontinueeating.

Phindile

SamkeloandNonhlearescheduledtocomeinnow,

iampackingandonmywayoutican'twaitforthe

boyssoiwillubermywayhome.Igrabmythings

andmydiaryitsgoodtobeback.



Me:Goodbyeofficeseeyoutomorrow

Iwalkout..Iapproachthemlaughingandflirting

witheachother.

Nonhle:Phindile

Me:Mydiaryifthere'sanycomplaintsemailme

haveagoodday,ohandihavescheduledaphoto

shoot

Nonhle:Younotgoingtohugmeoratleastbe

excitedtoseeme

Me:Youexcitedtoseeme

Nonhle:Phindile

Me:Ihavetogo

Idon'twanttobeblamedforanythingitsallabout

meandlookingoutforme.Istepoutofthebuilding

andmybiggestnightmareisoutheresittingonthe

bonnetwithhisarmscrossed,whydidievenuse



hiscreditcard.

Hegetsoffandopensthecardoormyofficesarein

themiddleofnowhere,there'snotaxispassingbye

anduberingcostanarmandaleg.Isighandwalk

tohiscar..Istareattheseatforawhilethangetin

thisishowonemakesmistakes.
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Phindile

Nowhehasdecidedtobemypersonalchauffeur

ohwaitJamesisn'taround.Wefirstdroptheboys

offatschool,nowheistakingmetowork.

Mzwakheandidon'tcommunicateuntilafterit

worksforacertainamountoftime.Icantellhe

wantstosaysomethingbutiamnotgoingto

entertainhim.

Momcallsme.



Me:Ma

Ma:Sewufikileemsebenzini

Me:Ngiyelangakhonayindab

Ma:Khonaintoengicelaungiphathelayona

sengivelengashodelwaimalingisendleleniebuyayo

Ilaugh.

Me:Makodwaokayngizozama

Ma:uMxolisiuthusengaphi

Me:Hlampeusandizaemoyeninomauyafikamanje

Ma:Okaykeungiphathelabye

Shehungsupshedidn'teventellmewhattobring

wow.



Mzwakhe:Uzongizibakuzekubeinini

Me:Bengazingiyakuziba

Mzwakhe:FiveyearsPhindilefiveyears

Me:Yeahwellitiswhatitis

Mzwakhe:Maybeishouldhavecomebackhome

andgaveyouachancetoexplain,maybeifyouhad

talkedtomeiwouldhaveknownhowtogetthrough

mybrother

Me:OhwhichbrotherThabisoormarriedThabiso

Mzwakhe:Letsnotfightaboutthis

Me:Maybeiwaswrongtothreatenyouandyour

brotherijustwantedafungetawayandthancome

backtoreality

Mzwakhe:Wouldyouhavetoldhim

Me:IamnotstupidMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Younotansweringmyquestions

Me:No

Mzwakhe:Goodbecauseiwon'thesitatedoingthe



samethingtoyou

Hisphoneringshedeclinesthecallandswitchesof

hisphone,myphonerings.

Me:Hello

Caller:MissPhindileGumede

Me:Yesthisher

Caller:Iamcallingwithregardstoyournephew

Mkholisi

Me:Whatswrongwhathappened

Caller:Heisexperiencinganintensepanicattack

wejustcalledanambulancewejustwantedto

informyou

Me:Okayiamonmyway

Ihungup.



Mzwakhe:Whatiswrong

Me:Mxolisiugqulekileangazibabizeiambulance

Hemakesaswiftuturnthecarshootheputshis

handout.

Mzwakhe:Yeahwhoisatthehouseidon'thave

timetojustrushtoMj'sschool,don'tworryabout

whereiamsomethinghappenedtohim.Quickly

OhGodwhatiswrongwithmybabypleasedon'tlet

anythinghappentohim.

Nonhle

OkaythathappenedbetweenPhindileandi.Allis

welliamgoingtogetherback.

Me:Guesswhocalledme



Samkelo:Phindile

Me:WhatnoNdumisotheannualwhiteparty

Samkelo:Noways

Me:Mmmhesaidimusttellyouandyoutellyour

family

IamgoingtoinvitePhindileasmybackup,iknow

theMsomi'swillganguponmeandtreatmelikean

outside.Withphindilebymysidetheywon'tdare

meespeciallysincetheyhavewrongedher.

Samkelo:Nice

Me:Onemustgoshopforawhiteoutfitnow

Samkelo:Don'tyouhaveclothes

Me:Oldandoutdated

Samkelo:Okaywhereisbossladychickenedout

again

Me:Awukahle



Myphonebeeps.

Me:Shejusttextedme"GonetohospitalMxolisi

hadaseizure"what

Immediatelyicallher.

Me:Heyiseverythingokay

Phindile:Theysayassoonashewalkedthrough

thegatehefellandhadaseizure

Me:OhmyGodpoorboywhatsgoingonnow

Phindile:Hehasbeenrushedtothehospital,iam

freakingoutiamprobablynotgoingtomakeitto

work

Me:Okaykeepmeposted

Phindile:Thankyouforcalling

Me:Anytime



Ihungup.

Samkelo:Everythingokay

Me:IthinkMxolisiisfinallyspeakingout

Samkelo:What

Me:Yeah

Mzwakhe

Mxolisifaintingthat'sratherunusualunless

somethingtriggeredit,igothroughthefootage

fromthemomentidroppedhimoff.Amanappears

fromnowhere,hefreezesonthespottheman

crossestheroadandgetsonhiscar.Afterthecar

drivesoffthanMxolisiexperiencesaheartattack.

Ididsaysomethingwasn'tokaywiththisboyand

nowitsshowing,imustgetonwithpureprecaution.

Idon'twanttostartsomethingandihavenoproof



of,ideletethefootageandmakemywaytohis

ward.

Phamandla:Bhutiomdala

Me:Whatisgoingon

Phamandla:Healmostwentintocardiacarrest,

bloodcompletelystoppedpumpingintohisheart

Me:Canyoudosomethingformeprivately

Phamandla:Okay

Me:Iwantyoutotestforanysignsofabuse

Phamandla:Whatthechildisnotyoumeanviolated

Me:Andifhehasaproblemwithyoutouchinghim

getsihletodothetest

Phamandla:Mzwakhethat's

Me:Aseriouslifeordeathsituation

Phamandla:Okay

Sakhile



Mxolisican'tlivewithhimcan'tlivewithouthim.

Thabiso:Iamneverfetchingthishoeeveragain

Jameslaughsmusthavebeenonehellofajoyful

ridebackhome.

Mxolisi:Yeahwellidon'tlikeyoueithercome

Sakhileineedyourhelpgetyourgadgets

Me:Haibo

Mxolisi:Noidon'thaveallday..Mayasengibuyile

chakhonalaengidlulekona..Ini

Hegetsuprunningtothelift.

Mxolisi:Gcinoyanikuphiokayngiyezamanje

Welookateachother.



Me:GcinouPhindilephelaloyaingabe

"she'sback"hiswordsringinmyheadwowokay.

Me:Anywaysannualwhitepartyiscomingupand

youknowwegottoleaveamarkthistime

Thobani:NdumisoKheswa

Me:Thisoneisgoingtobebiggerandbetterthan

thelastoneicanfeelit

Theliftopens.

Mxolisi:Somebodypleasetakemetothehospital

mysonisnotokay

Jamesfollowshimhelookeddisturbed.



Mzwakhe

Ienterthewordheisrestingpeacefullylikean

angelohiamgoingtokillthatsonofab*tch.Kids

andfemalesidon'tplay,itookdownAndile'sentire

cartelofhumantrafficking.Ifanyoneismessing

withmyboylikethat,theygoingtowishtheywere

neverborn.

IstandbehindPhindileholdinghershoulder.She

putsherhandontopofmine.Iamnotsureifshe

hasseenitornot,sheseeseverything.Iam

surprisedonhowshemissedsuchtragicthing.

ThedooropensYellowboneenters.

Nonhle:Iwouldn'tbeatrueannoyingfriendnow

wouldiifididn'tshowup.

Phindile:Mylittlebabyhedoesn'tdeservethis,ijust

can'timaginethelifehewillhave



Theyshouldlethimresttodayandconductthetest

tomorrow.

Nonhle:Mxolisiitsyourfavoriteauntieiknowyou

wanttowakeup..Okay

Ichuckle.
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Mzwakhe

Phamandlacallsmeihopeitsnotbadnews.

Mxolisiwashererantingifhewastolearnabout

this.

Phamandla:Areyoualone

Me:Nobutyoucantalk

Phamandla:Okaysoicapturedsomeofit,itdoesn't

looklikeheisbeingabusedwellsexuallythatis.If



beingyourbrothertaughtmeonething

Me:Youaremybrother

Phamandla:Idon'tknowMzwakheitlookedasifhe

waspreparinghimselfforsomething.Istoppedwe

boughtsihlein,

Me:Holdplease

Phamandla:Yeah

Me:Okayokayihavetogobye

IcallPhindile.

Phindile:Hey

Me:Whenyoucomingbackhome

Phindile:Arewenotbrokenup

Me:Celaungangibhoritu

Phindile:Westickontheagreementweekendsi

comebackhome

Me:Whateverwhatyoudoingnow



Phindile:Wearegoingbackhomebuthesayshe

wantstogotoschoolhedoesn'twanttobe

depressedathome

Me:Okaybye

Phindile:Bye

Phindile

IwillletMzwakhehandlethisoneijusthavetobe

strongforMj.Mzwakheisgreatwithkidsthey

absolutelyadorehim,ihopehebreaksthisbarrier

andgetMxolisitotalkaboutbeingabused.

Nonhle:Heynowecomingbackwejustgoingto

dropoffMxolisi..Havealittlefaithyoushouldsee

herinfullgearworkmode

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Okaybye



Me:Thankyouforbeinghere

Nonhle:Wefamily,sistersandbestfriends

Me:Butisaidiamcomingbacktowork

Nonhle:Whyyouneedaphotoshoot

Me:Rebrandingthewebsite

Nonhle:Wowokaysohbeforeiforgetcaniinvite

youtosomewhiteparty

Me:Okaywhen

Nonhle:Ithinkthisweekend

Me:MrBhenguisnotgoinglikethat

Nonhle:Youguysbacktogether

Me:Technically

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Ayanda:Wellthispersonisnotsmartwhaticando



isretrieveeverythingbackandlockthepersonout

Mxo:Okaywhatyouwaitingfordoit

Ayanda:Iain'tdoingthisforfreephela

Mxo:Doesitlooklikeicare

Sakhile:Whyyoubeingrudewearehelpingyouthe

leastyoucandoisbegrateful

Mxo:Iain'tagangsterbutiworkformymoneyand

rightnowsomeoneisstealingit

ItakethelaptopfromAyandaanddoitmyself.

Me:Youneedtocreateanewpasswordandpin.

Changeyouremailandupdateyouraccountwhen

youthatside

Mxo:Okay

Me:Icanonlyholditfortwentyfourhours

Mxo:Okaywaitmysonnomyson

Me:threedaysandthatsit



Mxo:Thankyou

Me:Ononecondition

Mxo:Yabonakeusuyangibhora

Ilaugh.

Me:Younotgoingtoshoutatmypeoplelikethat

andiamnotgoingtodothisforfree

Mxo:Mxm

Ilaugh.

Me:Itsonlyfair

Mxo:Notthisweek

Me:Nambengashomanjedowehaveadeal

Mxo:Wedon'thaveadealungalingeuzijwayeze

namyouwon'tlikeit



Me:Wowbutitsokay

Mxo:Whatyouplanondoingaboutaynevermind

Ourunderstandingwillgoaverylongway,his

phonerings.

Mxo:Mommy

Ilaugh.

Mxo:Ngempelawhatdidthedoctorsayokayiam

goinghomeandweneedtotalkokaybyemommy..

Wenangizokunqumaamasendelawa

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hegetsupandleaves..theystaringatme.

Me:Kwenzakalannangihlahlelaamehlonje



Sakhile:Phindileubuyile

Ayanda:Ngabeushilonjeukuthngenzesimple

Me:Okaycelaningihambelasimple

Theylaugh.

Thobani:Udakiweasiyindawo

Phindile

FoodwasdeliveredcourtesyofMrBhengu,shame

heistryingiatleastneedtomeethimhalfway.

Nonhle:Letsseewhatbaeboughtwee

Me:Yindab

Nonhle:Itsfish

Ilaugh.



Me:Nowonderitsmellssobad

Nonhle:Thinakeesingawonaamabhincisodla

Me:Mefakeubhekaminangedwa

Nonhle:Anginankingaayphelayinhlephelaindoda

yakhohaangiyababonabonkekodwayenaaysuka

man

Ilaugh.

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Buyaphela

Me:Iwillmaybenextweeknextmonth

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Thankyouforlunch

Mzwakhe:Ididn'tsendyouanylunch

Me:Youdidn't



Mzwakhe:Nousuyangifebelanjalo

Samkelo:Bosslady

Me:Didyoubuyanylunchforher

Samkelo:Noijustgothere

Me:OhmyGodNonhle

Idropthephoneandrunout.

Me:Nonhle

Mzwakhe

Iwishitwasoneofmyenemiesbecausethey

predictable,thisoneisplayingmindgamesandi

amgettingannoyed.Heabusesthelittleboyand

attackingthefamilynow,ifididn'thaveeyesonher

whoknowswhatwouldbehappeningrightnow.

Sakhile:Iamgoingtotellyouagainifyougoafter



thischapiwillleaveyouandyourgoingtoregretit,

letMxolisidealwiththistalktohimiswear

Mzwakhe

Me:Okayhowwouldyoufeelifitwasoneofyour

kidoranybodyelse'skidbeingsexuallyviolated..

Howwouldyoufeel

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:Don'tMzwakhemeattheendofthedayheisa

kidSakhileakidandiwillbedamn.Idon'tcare

Ileave.Ihopeyellowboneisokay.
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Mzwakhe

Hewaslateandihadalotonmyplate.Ieven

missedtheopportunitytotakePhindiletowork,

doesMxolisitakeanythingseriousinhislife.He

sitsdownnexttomewithnocareintheworld.



Me:Mytimeisverypreciousandyouwastingit

Mxo:Iamherenowwhatisthisabout

Igivehimthefileheopensithepullsouttheone

pictureiknowisgoingtosendhimtothegrave.He

putsthepicturebackinsideandlooksaway.

Me:Ifidothisiwillbestartingawaryewena.Iwill

begoingagainstmycrewandfightingthisbattleon

myown

Helayshisheadonthetableshakingit.Hecomes

backwithtearsinhiseyes,iain'tlettingthisgoi

don'tcarewhatSakhilesays.Somebodyneedsto

pay.

Sakhile

Whatweneedtodoiscallthepolicearrestlizeka.

Mxolisihavefullcustodyofthekidsandwemove



onfromthiswholething,yesitsgoingtoleavea

scaronthekid.Butitsbetterthananongoingwar.

Thobani:Sakhilekodwayouthefirstpersonwho

putabulletthroughhisskull

Me:Lentoidingauyingenelengobucophelele

Thobani:Yeahbutimaginethewholetimesheisn't

noticingthis,thekideverydayhastosuckagrown

man'sdick..Comeonnowskhuluwakewezwaphi

Sakhile

Me:Nhlakaniphoandeverypoliceintownwillmake

surethisisdealtwithcorrectly

Thobani:Okayletsseefatherhalfwayacrossthe

world,auntiehasagiftandcouldn'tseewhatwas

happening.Mothertoobusytryingtogether

husbandbackforwhateverandfailingtotakecare

ofherchildren,inyourcapableworkingmindhowis

thisgoingtofavorhisfamily..Yeahyouthinkabout

thatandletmeknew



Mzwakhe

Icalledmygentstheyneedtoseethismanheart

broken,theyneedtofeelhispain.

Me:Okayyousitdownhere

Linda:Andthanwhatisupwithhim

Me:Viewerdiscretionisadvisednginenkinga

enkulukabiiyangisindaemahlombe

Thabiso:Yiniinkinga

Me:Itsnotanenemyofminebutitisslowly

creepingin.Lonaubhutiwethekeniyamicela

ningahlekiiseriouslendaba,ifyoucouldjustpay

attentiontothescreen

Linda:Cishacishayinimanjelemanyalamanilawa

Me:ThatboyislittleMxolisi

Thabiso:What

Me:Icouldfeelitinmygutsomethingwaswrong

withhim.Ididalittlediggingbecauseofwhatever

messhedidresultedinthisidon'tknow.That'snot



thepointnowiwanttodealwiththismotherfucker

sobadsobad,Sakhileuyanginqabela

Alleyesturntohim.

Me:Akafuninjenokuyingenanjeleyo

Linda:Ungakhulumauthininomuntuongazithandi

iyingane,osabangishoukuyibambaleinganemxm

Thabiso:Arehisreasonsvalid

Me:Iwentagainstadruglordandstartedawar

whoisthispersontome

Thabiso:Andlookwherethatgotyou,youlosta

baby

Theylaugh.

Me:Finebutwhatifthatweretohappentoyour

kidsoneday



Sakhile:HaveyouaskedyourselfhowwouldMjfeel

aboutyoukillinghisabuser,doeshewanthimtobe

killedordoeshewanttheuniversetotakeits

courseanddealwithhim.Whatareyougoingto

saywhenheisallgrownupandsaythatwasnot

yourbusinessandnotyourdecisiontomake

Thabiso:Ayphelaifheisrefusingthanthereis

nothingwecando

Me:Youknowwhatgetfuckoutofmyhouseallof

you

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:Now

Theliftopens.

Phindile

Iplacemybagonthecounterandheadovertomy

brotherikneeldownandhughimandthebeastin

meawakens.Hecriesistrokehisback,heholdsmy

waistandcrieshisheartout.Everythingwithmy



brotherandiissodeepandintense,whenhe

breaksihavetobestrongviceversa.Thiswas

killingmeandihadtobestrong.

Ihavetobetheoldoneandshowhimcomfort.If

therewaseveratimeMxolisineededmeitwasat

thisverymoment.OfcourseiboughtNonhlewea

teamwetroubleeachotheralot,lookoutforeach

otherandjustloveoneanothertotheveryend.

Icanonlyimaginewhatmybabyisgoingthrough,

heisshowingsomuchcourageanditslottodeal

withasanadulthowmuchmoreathirteenyearold

tryingtofindhimselfinthiswickedworld.

Mzwakhe

Linda:Sakhileunenhliziyoembikodwa

Theylaugh.



Ndu:BengayenauNonhleloya

Linda:Heebasobha

Iwasn'tinterestedintherestupidconversation.My

heartwaswiththatlittleboyandhisbrokenfather.

Thobani:Bekuyena

Ndu:UskhuluukhiyananoNonhle

Me:Uxakweyiniwenaukuthngijolanobani

Ndu:Awskhuluuyazinjeminangafanawe

Theylaugh.

Ndu:UngasifakithinakwinxabanoyakhonoSakhile

Sakhile:Butwenotfighting

Ndu:Nobutyouverywrong



Sakhile:Iamnotgoingtogetinthissongand

danceandifyouguysdogoaheadcountmeout

andiamout

Ndu:AsibuyelekuNonhlelomunyeangikwazi

ukumbonakahle

Sakhile:Manjenizophindenihlukanefuthngoba

nginqabili

Me:Ukuthsiyahlukaniasihlukani,siyajola,asijoli

anixhumianixhasilapho

Sakhile:Okay

Iwanttohearwhattheytalkingabout.

"Younotthinkingofdriving"

Phindile:"Imeanwecancrashinhereorjustask

oneofthedriverswaitnowecanuberourwayback

home"

Nonhle:"Phelaawuxabanilenendodayakho"



Phindile:"Mzwakhe"

Shelaughs.

Phindile:"Esebonileukuthngilaneverletmego"

Nonhle:"Whatwedoingabouthim"

Phindile:"Wegoingtofixitourselvesyazingane

yamiangizwisisilomfanalo.Ngangilanabafana

bamiekhalauNhlanhlaekhala,umnganiwakhe

bayamhlukumeza.Minaloawonetimekwaphela

konke"

Nonhle:"Isthereaspirithere...Phindile"

Aglassshattersigetupandtakethestairs.

Phindile

Ihadamomentandjustsmashedthecoffeetable

withmybarehands,bothmywristwerebloody.



Mzwakhewascleaningmywounds.Isigh

wheneveriactoutofcharacter,itbethesevoicesin

myheaddrivingmecrazyandidotheimpossible.

Me:Iamsorry

Mzwakhe:Thetablewecanbuyanotherone

Me:Forbeingapartofthismess

Mzwakhe:Ichosetobepartofitandidon'tregret

anything

Me:Ihavetodosomethingigot

Mzwakhe:Don'texplainwhateveryouneedandifi

cangetforyouiwillgetit

Isigh.

Mzwakhe:Youleaving

Me:Ihavetogoweleftthekidswithmomandi

don'twantthemtothinkweabandonedthem,you



don'twantmetogo

Heshakeshishead.Hefinisheswrappingupthe

bandagesandkissesbothmywrist,hegoesallthe

wayupkissingbothmyarms.Myneckandfinally

endinguponmylips,hegrabsmyneckandkiss

getsdeeperandpassionate.Heisgoingtofinish

myass.
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Sakhile

Iguessicouldseereasondaddypouredhisheart

andsoulintoprotectingme.Wewereingradeeight

iwastheboybymyselfhecameandstoodbeside

me,ourfriendshipblossomedintothisformidable

forcetoday.WecanhelpMxolisioutbutmyway,

Mzwakhe'swayisbloweverybodyupliterally.

Ndu:Webafethuaningitholeleloyamuntuowenza

ichisanyamaibabekanjeya



Theylaugh.

Me:Ipartyingeweekendikhaniubonamanjeukuth

meleutholeumuntu

Ndu:Iknowlookatwhattheyinamatteroftwo

days

Thobani:Ayuqinisilelaphomekukhonaongayenza

lentoiloyasisi

Ndu:Ongitholelayena

Thobani:Khulumanewakhe

Ndu:Mxmkombenifunaukuncengwanina

Thabiso:NjengobaechazakhulumanoMzwakhe

asikwaziukumanesenzeinto,singadlulangakule

outie

Ilaugh.



Ndu:WenaSakhileawumazi

Me:Bayakutshelanjeukuthtshunaniyindab

ubhayiza

Mxolisiwalksbyputtingonahoodiewhereishe

going,theliftopens.

Mzwakhe

Iarrivejustintimewhereishegoing.

Me:Whereyougoing..iamtalkingtoyou

Mxo:Idon'tneedtoexplainmyselftoyou

Me:OkayMridon'thavetoexplainmyselfthe

minuteyoudosomethingstupidthepolicewillbe

righttherewaitingforyouandarrestyou.Sonow

letmeaskyouagainwherethefuckareyougoing

Mxo:Manjeumemezelaninxiaysuka



Heremovesmyhandandentersthelift.

Me:Iamwatchingyou

Thobani:Skhulu

Me:Mmmm

Idrinkhisjuice.

Thobani:Ungekenjeususeuchuku

Me:Ungekeuthuleforonceempilweniyakhohmm

yamnandilejuice..UphuzaijuicekaPhindile

Thobani:No...Yes

Ipunchhiminhisarm.

Thobani:OuchMzwakheyinihawu

Me:Udlaningilambemanjezikhiphabomawhat



Sakhile:Beforewetouchonthatiguessigrewa

consciouswecanhelpMxolisi,butwedothingsmy

way

Me:Ayngisharpskhuluhlalanonembezawakho

ngokungafuniukusizaingane

Theylaugh.

Me:Utheawufunianganayidumekanjalo

Thobani:Yinimanjekugcweleukudlahawu

Me:Angithsidlandawonyehawuyinimanje

Welaugh

Me:Uhlekani

Thobani:Wenauhlekani

Me:AhThobanidladla

Hewhisperssomethingtome.



Me:Akekhoyiniomunyeengamuthola

Thobani:Usthandilephelaistuffsakhe

Me:Eyyazimaningekhoseriousngempilo

ngizonishiyanikhamisile.Angazihlampenichathi

ngiyadlalayini

Thobani:Soicancallher

Me:Yeahsure

Hetakesouthisphone.

Me:Manjeyinipho

Thobani:Idon'twanttoloseyourhappymoment

Itringsforawhilewebustamove.

Phindile:Hello



Thobani:Mommyngidingausizolwakhophela

sthandwasam.Iamhavingapartythisweekend

andineedyoutoworkyourmagic..Phindile

Phindile:Usuqedileyini

Thobani:Ohokaysoitsanallwhitepartyarounda

thousand,millionguestswewantsomethingthat

canaccommodatebothmaleandfemale

Phindile:Isitdecoronlyordoyou

Thobani:Iamgoingtogowithalloftheabove

"WeThobaniwena"

Thobani:Awkodwaslavithi

Nonhle:Awazikuyicalaukuzijwayezanentombiya

bafo

Theylaugh.



Nonhle:Iamjokingnjalodowehaveavenueifyes

wewouldliketoseeit

Phindile:Damnwhiteisexpensivewhothehell

goingtocleanmychairswhentheystained

Thobani:Yeswedohaveavenue

Phindile:Okaywhydon'tyouemailususingthe

company'semailaddressandwewillgetbackto

thankyouforcallingusbye

Phindile

Wetouchdownatbigbeautifulhugevenue.Already

icanseemyvisionandhowigoingtotransform

thisplaceintoawhitepartyexplosion.

Me:Thisislikeablankcanvasformeitscallingon

metodotheunthinkable.Theentranceisaplus

thisspaceishugeandbecauseofitwehavetodo

Nonhle:Aloungesetup

Me:Youcatchmyvibelovey,bothendswesetupa



barareainthemiddleweputthedjsomewhere

aroundhimmustbeastageandthanwestart

Nonhle:Food

Me:Somewherebetween

Wegotalotofworkcutoutforus.

Me:YouthinkishouldinviteMxolisiwhileheis

feelinglikethis

Nonhle:Hewon'thewouldjustfeellikeiamout

herepartyingwhilemychildisinpain

Me:Iwonderifheisokayheneedstobearound

menifheisathome.Hewouldsnapateverything

andeverybody

Nonhle:Westillneedtodoshopping

Me:Whatifthisisthesamewhitepartyyouare

invitedin

Nonhle:Wellthere'sapossibility



Me:Wellgivethemapartytoremember,measuring

Nonhle:Ohboy

Me:Yeshoneyyes

IcallMzwakheitsendsmestraighttovoicemail

ahhwhydoesitdothateverytimeicallhim.

Mzwakhe

Sakhilecankeephisapologiesreallyidon'twant

themijustneedmybabyhere,orcareaboutthis

stupidheist.Igrabmyphoneiseeihaveamissed

callfromher,icallherback.

Phindile:Wowbra

Me:Ubaniubra

Phindile:Whyallthetimewhenicalligetthe

voicemail

Me:Isignalmamasisukesiyijamileluthoolutheni



wenzanlapho

Phindile:Iamatthisbigvenuelikebigbigalready

planning

Me:Phokwangathiniyajaivanje

Phindile:Weare

Me:Ohokay

Phindile:HowisMxolisi

Igetup.

Me:Hewentjoggingmorelikecomrademarathon

hisassoutofhere

Ilaugh.

Phindile:Eatingorlockedhimselfup

Me:Idon'tknowihardlyseehim



Phindile:Pleasedocheckonhimiknowheislot

butokwamanje

Me:Igotyoubaby

Phindile:Awusakwaziukulindalikethreedays

Me:No

Phindile:NgithengiyabuyanjeShongololo

Me:Notsexyatall

Shelaughs.

Me:Yinileekuvimbaukuthungabuyi

Phindile:IhaveplanswithNonhlethisweekendso

wheniamwithyouobviouslythoseplansaregoing

tofallthrough

Me:Savumelenenjeaymanjeusuyangijikela

engathmanjengekeusaphindeubabone

Phindile:Umjoloyoh

Me:Ngizokukhahlela



Phindile:Howfarawayamifromthepenthouse

Me:hourthirtyminutes

Phindile:Okay

Me:Ipickyouup

Phindile:Nonhleandiaregoingshoppingsowewill

beatthemallorhouseofKZ

Me:YouknowwhatPhindileokay

Ihungup.

Me:Okayiamlisteningwhathaveyougot.

Ndumisoimaliunayoyokukhokha

Helooksatmeconfused.

Ndu:Kantiakenzimahala

Me:Edakwaumuntu



TheylaughforfreeonwhosegirlfriendNdumisois

crazy.

Phindile

Hewon'tstoptilliambackatthepenthouse,ijust

needtotalktomom.Iamgoingtoneedmyfamily

forthisone.Wejustgotbacktotheofficeigotalot

ofworkcutoutforme.

Myphonerings.

Me:Awmkhuluujehova

Mxolisi:Hey

Me:OwakithiwenaQwabe..Yeyeye

Mxolisi:Shutup

Me:Howyoudoingmylove

Mxolisi:Ijustneedtotalktoyou



Me:Howisthepenthousehavingfuniwillstopby

laterisitokayifibringthekids.Momwillcomplain

tillforever

Mxolisi:Idon'tmindandshewilljustseeright

throughme

Me:Okaybigbrotheriamhereforyouanytimeof

thedaynoMxolisidon'tcry

Icryto.
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Mzwakhe

Thisiswhereshebelongsandiamgladshecame

back,butiwastiredandshewastakingforeverto

getready.

Me:SheshisaphelaPhindile

Phindile:UkhonanjeuJames



Me:UjolanoJames

Phindile:Nobutitoldyouthiswouldhappenbutno

Me:Shutupandgrayyourthingsletsgo

Shelaughsandkissesme,wegetdownstairs

MxolisiisreadyMvelostillsingingintheshower.

Mxolisi:Mvelo

"Comingdaddy"

Theyalsoveryexcitedtobeback.

Mxolisi:Sobigboyapparentlydoyouwantmoney

orlunchbox

Helooksatmethanhisdaddyandthinksabouthis

decisionforaminute.



Mj:Iwilltakethelunchbox

Mxolisi:Goodverygood

Me:YoureadyMvelotakehisthingsandletsalljust

go

Nonhle

SamkeloboughthisfriendoverNgcebothings

haven'tbeenworkingoutforhim.Athomethey

treathimlikeanoutcast,idon'tknowwhathewill

doherebutanyjobisablessing.Weweretaking

outthecouchestheyfilledwithdustatleastthey

coveredinplastic.

Samkelo:Yourfriendcomingtowork

Me:Whywouldn'tshe

Samkelo:Youthinkshecanhookmyguyup

Me:She'salotofthingsbutananimalshe'snot



Samkelo:Okayiwilltakeyourword

Me:Mmm

Samkelo:Youafterthisweneedtodostocktaking

wemaysometimesdon'tpayattentiontothefiner

detailsPhindiledoes

Me:OkaySamkelowewill

Samkelo:Areyouokay

Me:Iamfineexhaustedthat'sall

Idon'twanttoassumewhatithinkitisidon'twant

tohaveababywithSamkelo.Iwouldkillmyself

literallythisguyistheworstidon'tthinkababywill

solveanything.

Me:IamfineSamkelokugcweleidustnjekuphela

ngathiiyonaengixakayo

Samkelo:Rightokay



Mzwakhe

Idecidedtostickaroundandwatchherwork,when

wearrivedtheywerebusypullingout,tableand

chairsandwhatnot.Ilovethatsheisindependent

howeverwhenitcomestospendingmymoney,

honeyshedon'tplay.Inawaysheisteachingmei

amthemanandialwaysneedtoprovideforher.

Me:Youlookgoodbehindthatdesk

Phindile:IamworkingMrBhengu

Me:Youwouldlookevenbetterontopofit

Ipullthechairback.

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:Screamingmynameoutofbreath

Ipickherupandplaceheronthetable.



Phindile:Someonemightenter

Me:So

Ikissher.

Phindile:Babyplease

Me:Don'ttellmewhattodo

Shemoansandunzipmypants.

Me:Usuyayifunelamanje

Phindile:Iamtryingtogetyoutofinishfast

Me:B*tchidon'tdoquickiesgetdownandtake

yourpantsoffbeforeiripthemoff

Phindile:Areyouserious

Me:NtombiyaMzwakhesheshisa



Themoreshemakesslowthelongeriamgoingto

take,shetakesherpantsoff.

Me:Turnaround

Sheturnsarounditakeoffmypants,ipressdown

thetableandspankherassandthanslowlyinsert

my...

Phindile:Mmmm

Someonebetterpraytheydon'twalkinbecausei

amgoingtof*ckher.

Phindile

Ifallonmykneesholdingontothetablewhatthis

manjustdidn'ttomewaswronginsomanyways.



Mzwakhe:Andthefunpartofitallangikaqedi

ngawe

Hegoesandlocksthedoorlaughing.

Mzwakhe:Iloveitwhenthathappens..Here

Igrabthetowelfromhimandslowlygetup.

Me:Niceone

Hechucklesandwegetdressed.

Mzwakhe:Sowannagoagain

Me:Noiamhungry

Mzwakhe:Yougoodnowicanunlock



Me:Stoplaughing

Isitdownandopenmylaptop.

Mzwakhe:Youcanjustorderanythingyouwant

Me:Youhavefoodappsonyourphone

Mzwakhe:TheyforThatosometimeshethinksiam

hisman,hewouldcometomeandshowmehis

puppydogeyeseverythinghastostopbecausehe

ishungry

Me:Youlikethem

Mzwakhe:Toobadtheydon'tlikeme

Me:Ilikeyou

Hesmilesthatdimple.

Nonhle

Iopenthedoorandclosemyeyes.



Me:Isitsafetoenter

"Openyoureyesandseeforyourself"

Me:Wellthisjustcameandiboughtgoodieshey

handsome

Helaughs.

Phindile:Isthisall

Me:Itskindofshortnotice

Phindile:Ihavecushionslikethesethisishorrible

Me:Okaywhatdoyousuggestwedo

Phindile:Ihaven'tbeenpaidandThobanihasn't

emailedme

Me:Wingslovely



Phindile:Doyouwantsome

Mzwakhe:Ialreadyate

CanheleavealreadyiwantPhindiletoseeifiam

pregnantornot.

Phindile:Idon'tknowanythingaboutthisparty

exceptforitswhite

Me:Qwabeeventssawubona

Caller:GiveMzwakhethephone

Ilookathimandhandhimthephone,phindile

writessomething,coveringitwithherhandi

chuckleshetearsthepaperokaythatsarelief.

Mzwakhe:Immatryandfinishthisearlythancome

pickyouifnotthaniwillseeyouathome



Hekissesher.

Mzwakhe:Byehandsome

Heimitatesmyvoicewelaugh.
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Phindile

Mzwakhedoesn'tforgethemusttakemetoworkin

facthelovesit,butfromnowiamgoingtoworking

athomeandpopinshoulditbenecessary.The

doorsopensjustasisettledown.

Me:BabauMsomi

Samkelo:Wowokay

Theysitandthismansaurajustengulfsme,not



anothercryingsoulohmyGod.

Samkelo:ThisismyfriendNgcebokhumaloi

Me:Uhlalanobanikini

Ngcebo:Myauntsandsisters

Me:Khonaulungazwaniphakathikwenu

Ngcebo:Anginasoisiqinisekisobayangithanda

ekhayangazike

Me:Samkelocouldyouexcuseus

Heiswrappedaroundayellowishbrownlikesnake

withblackspotsallover.

Mzwakhe

IamcallingPhindileandmycallsarenotgoing

through.Theseidiotsareoverworkingmywoman

andidon'tlikethat.



Theliftopens.

Mpilo:Skhulu

Me:Moja

Mpilo:Icamewithher

Me:Wefamilyifyoueverneedtocomejustcome

Mpilo:Ungiqhathanobabamanje

Me:Whothatoldmandon'tworryabouthimineed

you.Youresponsiblefordrivingthetruckswith

Ntando,headstraighttothewarehousetakethe

moneyandleave

Mpilo:Noteasyasitsounds

Me:Yeahwellthat'sariskiamwillingtotake

Mpilo:OkayMrbhengu

Everythingseemstohavesettleddownwithoutme

knowing,maybemyenemiesareplottingand

recruitingmorepeopletotakemedown.Ijusthave



tomoveonwithlife.

Sakhile:Nomabengenzaniangekebesiqhumbe

phansi

Mxo:Sanibonani

Me:Youlookbettertoday

Mxo:Iamtrying

Me:Comepartywithusthisweekenditwillbefine

andagreatstressreliever.Iamnotsayingbecause

Mxo:Ismysistergoingtobethere

Me:Ayaziminamfanaka

Hechuckles.

Mxo:We'llsee

Nonhle



Whatiwaswitnessingwasamatteroflifeand

deathforme.Shesinksherhandsdeepinto

Ngcebo'sshoulderhescreamsandcomesoutwith

afiftyfootsnakewithblackspots.Shedrawsouta

tridentfromherhand,herlowerturnsintosnake.

Shestabsthattridentdeepwithintheothersnakei

feltitinmygut.

Thisisadreamrightiamdreamingicovermy

mouthisthisthegiftthatwasgiventoher.She

looksupandthanfullytransformintoasnake,my

heartburstthisisreal,iclosemyeyes.Onlytoopen

withthemandsheitisinfrontofme.Iamshaking

inmybootsfeardoesn'tevenbegintoexplainwhat

iamexperiencing,myfriendisasnake.

Me:Phindile..Buthow

Itlooksoverthanslithersbacktransformingback

toherself.Iamblownawayiamstuckfrozentothe

ground,thisisunbelievable.



Phindile

Onceiamseenthatpersonwillforeverseemefor

whoiam.Nonhlejusthappenedtobethereand

therewasnothingicouldhavedone,Ngcebowas

willingtoletmehelpnowheneedstoprotect

himselffromtheotherside.Theevilauntisbyfar

donewithhim.

Me:Gezangalamanzikabilingosukuuwaphohloze

kwamanziogezangawo,uthandazeucela

unkulunkuluakukhanyisele.Izingelosizezuluzibe

kanyenawe

HeisgobsmackedjustasmuchasNonhleis

unfortunatelyforthem,theynowknowiturnintoa

snake.

Voice:Don'tworryyoudidagoodthing



Awhitelightshinesbrightonhim.Igrabmyphone

andcallMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe

"Mzwakhe,Mzwakhe"

Me:Hmmm

Sakhile:Yourphoneisringing

Iyawnifellasleeponthecouch.

Me:Mama

Phindile:Amidisturbingyou

Me:No

Phindile:Mayyoupleasecomeandfetchme

Me:Okay



Shehungsupigobacktosleeping.Igetup

vigorouslyfromthecouchandheadupstairs,why

amigoingbacktosleep.

Nonhle

Iwasintotalshockshetookmebysurprise.I

couldn'tdoanythingafterthat,immediatelyitold

Samkelototakemehomebutthanwentagainstthe

idea.Thismighthurtherfeelingsshehassome

explainingtodoasnake.

Samkelo:Iboughtyoufoodmaybethismightmake

youfeelbetter

Igrabthetakeawaybagmaybethisisalljusta

dreamtomorrowwillbeokay.

Me:Wemustloadthethingsinthetruck

Samkelo:Don'tworryaboutthatfocusonyourself



rightnow

Shewalksoutandiseeitonher,westareateach

othershecomesover.

Me:Nostaywhereyouare

Mzwakheentersheiswiththetwinsoneofthem,

definitelynotAyandabecausehewouldbestaring

atme.

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Phindile:Yeahletsgo

Theyleavebutsheturnsbackaroundcomingtome.

Phindile:Nonhleiamreallynotthatharmless

Me:Don'tcomeanycloserplease



Phindile:Ijust

Me:Phindilepleaseyouscaring

Phindile:Howyouthinkifelt

Me:How

Phindile:Idon'tknowhowtrustmeitstillscaresthe

lifeoutofme

Me:Noimalapho

Phindile:Nonhle

Shecomescloserandclosermyhandsare

sweatingamitheonlyoneseeingthis.

Me:AhahPhindiledon'ttouchme

Phindile:Ipromiseiwon'thurtyou

Me:Phindile

Phindile:LookatmeNonhlelookatmethisisitthis

isthegift.Thisisthewholethingthewholetime

thathasbeendrivingmecrazy,iwon'thurtyou



Iswallowhardandslowlytouchher,itslidesdowni

retrievemyhandbackandrunawayfromher.Oh

helltotheno.
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Mzwakhe

Iammorerelaxedwhensheisaround,thatcomfort

feelingofyoupartnerbeingaroundyouisthebest.

TheliftopensLindokuhleandSindiswaenter,itried

protectinghimheisin,heisin.

Sindiswa:Nkosazane

Phindile:Phakathikwaminaweangaziubani

onyamalalakakhulu

Sindiswa:Stop

Me:So

Lindo:Wewasn'tgoingtomissthewhitepartynow



Me:Youverybadyouknowthat

Lindo:Plusihavesomethingsineedtotellyou

guysafterthewhiteparty

TheliftopensJamesenterswithabigbox.

Phindile:Isthatforme

James:Injalonkosazane

Shescreamsandgrabsaknifeandopensthebox.

Phindile:Youknowwhenyouordersomethingand

itcomesinthewrongcolor

Sheyells.

Phindile:Isaidwhitewhatthefisthis



Igrabherwrist.

Me:Whendidyoufindatimetodoatattoomy

girlfriendsdon'thavetattoos

Phindile:Iwilltellyouaboutthissomeothertime

sometimeitmayappearsometimeitmaynot

Me:Ohyourgift

Phindile:Exactlyungakwaziukungihambisa

somewherealinenfactory

Me:Okaysthandwasam

Weheartheatonguebeingclickedwelookits

Mxolisigivingusabadlook,welaugh.

Phindile

Ngcebocalledmeearlierandsaidhisaunt'shut

burneddown.Itoldhimtojustcontinueprayingand



bathingwiththeriverwater,nobodyisgoingto

knowhehasit.Ialsowentaheadandgavehima

jobuntilhefindswhateverhewantstodo.

Mzwakhe:Avengishayanjaloumuntu

ongibhedelayo

Me:Sekwenzenjanmanje

Mzwakhe:UbaniuNgcebo

Me:Whyyougoingthroughmystuff

Mzwakhe:IamyourmanhoneyubaniuNgcebo

Me:Thereasonwhyyoucan'tsmashme

Heexhaleilaugh.

Me:Mygiftwasworkingshamepoorguyhisaunt

aybyhimnotsucceeding,shegetsalltheworth

Mzwakhe:Thatshitisreal

Me:Babeyouwillbesurprisedbypeopleandthe



lengthstheywillingtogojusttoobtainwealth

Mzwakhe:Iain'texactlyaSaintmyselfbutevilay

Me:Kunjalonje

Mzwakhe:Stilldoesn'texplainwhoisNgcebo

Me:Doyouhaveplansfortonight

Mzwakhe:Otherthanbeinginyourgutno

Me:Canwehavethehousetoourselves

Mzwakhe:Ihaveabetteridea

IcallNonhle.

Nonhle:Hey

Me:Stillavoidingme

Nonhle:Youknowwhat

Me:Westillgoingoutthisweekend

Nonhle:ofcourseutsheleindodayakhofuthukuth

ngithe



Me:Okayletsbedonewiththisdecorohbabeis

thatplacesecuretoleavemythingsbecausewe

startsettinguptomorrow

Mzwakhe:Nothatplaceislikeinthemiddleof

nowhereyoucan'tcomeonthedayof

Nonhle:HaiboPhindile

Me:Itsfinewecanhavethedayofftomorrow,

whichmeansihavetocometoworkandthanwe

canstartsetuplikeoneinthemorning

Mzwakhe:Niyabonakeninazinjaintoeseniyenzile

eyamiintombimeleivukengeyintathamanje.

Ndumisouzohambayenaeyogadalaphaya

Nonhle:DidhesayNdumisoohmyGodgirlaskif

hissurnameiskheswa

Mzwakhe:UyezwaNdumisokheswa

Welaugh.

Nonhle:Donotmentionthatwegoingtothesame



partybye

Mzwakhe:Don'tstressiamnotgoingtotellyou

don'tgoorwhat,iknowNdumisoandthemare

friends

Iforgotthishousehaslisteningdevicesand

whatnot.

Mzwakhe

Didshereallythinkidon'tknowwegoingtothe

sameparty,thisisgoodbecausenoweveryoneis

goingtoseeiamdating.

Ndu:"SofakaamacameraMzwakheyinimanje"

Me:Maseumuntuwamielahlekelwaintozakho

Iamworriedthatplaceisinafieldthatswhyits

goingtobeeasytodoourjob.



Ndu:"Hawuigotalotgoingonthantobeworrying

aboutyourgirlfriend"

Me:Ngizokuyekantwanayamiinkingaawumazi

maseumbonahmmm,ngizokuyeka

"Ujabulisainhliziyoyami

Uthokozisaumphefumulowami

Umanginawekonkekupheleleyoucompleteme"

Me:WeNdungithiweNdumiso

Welaugh.

Me:Intombiyamile

Phindile:"Youmydesireyoumyheartngithanda

wenakonkekupheleleyoucompleteme"



Me:Okaysoasenzeso

Mxolisi:Uyozeashoneumuntuindodayakho

inqabanawe

Me:AwMxolisiawukhulumikahle

Mxo:Shutup

Ilaugh.

Phindile

Mxolisiandimeetupwithmyguysatthevenue,

theywereputtingupdrapingstocovertheceiling

andthatgoingtotakehoursbecauseofhowbigthe

venueis.

Me:Ngiyanibongazithandwazamingabengikuphi

nje

Nonhle:P

Me:Yeah



Nonhle:Didyouknow

Shepressessomebuttonandthesideskindof

openup.

Me:No

Nonhle:Cabanga

Me:Doesthetopopenuplikethattoo

Nonhle:Idon'tknowheybigbrother

Hewavesather.

Nonhle:No

Me:Okaystopyouknowinsteadofdoingafull

drape,doithalfwayandthen

"Itwouldstillneedtobeafulldrapingandthanwe

candecorations,wealsomuststartwithitfirst"



Me:Thatsextraworkokaycontinueifidon'tlikeit

wechangingthewholething

"Yesma'am"

Me:OkayNonhleiamgoingnow

IcantellMxolisijustneedsaminutewithme,letme

justgivehimmyundividedattentionanddothe

thingswebothenjoy.

Mzwakhe

Mjcalledmeandsaidschoolcameoutearly.I

arrive,heseesthecarandrunsnowwhyishe

running.

Me:WhyyourunningMj



Mj:Ngiyaxolisa

Me:SonowwhatdowedoMveloisstillinschool

Mj:Wecanhaveahugefundayandcomebackto

fetchhim

Me:Okay

Istartthecaranddriveoff...Whatdokidslovejunk

foodlotsandlotsofjunkfood.

Wearriveatthemalltwentyminuteslater.

Me:Okaywhatdoyouwant

Waiter:Goodday

Me:MmmkhulumaphelaMjsivimbeulineokayone

ofeverythingplease

Helooksatmelikedoihaveanideaofwhatiam

sayingcaniafforditall.



Me:Istheresomethingwrong

Waiter:Nosircashorcard

Itakeoutmywallethiseyespopoutwhenhesees

theblackcard.Idon'tknowwhatitiswithpeople

beingjudgemental.

Me:Takeaway

Mj:Youknowthat'swasting

Me:Wellthanyoushouldhavesaidsomethingmy

man

Wewaitanhourtwohourspersonallythatswrong,

wegetourorderandleave.Wegosomewherequiet

andchill.

Mj:Thisisgoodmalume



Me:Itsallyours

Mj:Mvelowon'tlikethat

Welaugh.

Mj:Hewouldtakemetothegarageoutsideand

openhispantshisthingwouldspringout.Hewould

pointagunatmeandtellmeifidon'tdoitheis

goingtokillmomanddad,soididitbecauseilove

mommyanddaddy,ilovedaddythemostandyou.I

woulddoitwheneverhecamebyhouse,mommy

wasthereikepthearingsoundfromherroom

Heistellingmethisstoryinsuchahappytone.

Whatkindofdogwoulddosomethinglikethis.

Mj:Soididithewentontosayifidon'tmakeit

niceforhimhewillgotoMvelo.Mveloiscrazyhe

willbelikeewwwhatisthat,youwantmetotouch

that



Ichuckleastearsfalldownmyface.

Me:Tellyouwhatmalumeisnotgoingtoallowthat

tohappen

Mj:Butifidon'tdoitmommyanddaddyaregoing

die

Me:Listentomethatisnevergoingtohappen

daddyandiwillprotectyou.Daddyisnotgoingto

diemommyisnotgoingtodie,youwillneverever

everhavetodothateveragain

Mj:Whatguaranteecanyougivemeitwon't

happenagain,hecomestoschooleveryday

Me:Iamgoingtokillhim
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Sakhile

Unnecessarywarwasreallynotonmyplate,why

createmoreenemiesontopoftheoneswehave.



Butthanthatconversationohiwasnotprepared

andthiswasnot.Itotallymisunderstoodthegravity

ofthiswholething,becauseihadrefusednobodyis

goingtoevendoathing.Weweretryingtoget

Mxolisionarollagain,hearinghissonspeaklike

thatwithsomuchjoyinvoicecrippledhim.Imyself

wasshakeninmyballs.

Linda:Whywepartyingwhenallofthisisintheair

Mzwakhe:Heytherechampuptop

Mvelo:Thatsnotfairhowarewegoingtoreach

there

Mzwakhe:Finishyourfoodwena

Hewipeshishandonhisschoolshirtthischildwill

bethedeathofus.

Mxolisi:Reallydudereally

Mvelo:Sorrydaddyitwasamistake



Mxolisi:Ilokphaphakwakhoubhiziukhuluma

nesingisiekusenikanje,phuthumauyolandaelinye

ishirt

Mvelo:Yebo

NtandoenterswithAyanda.

Ayanda:Icomebearinggiftsandyouaregoingto

lovewhaticameupwith

Mxolisi:Mveloboiamgoingtobanyouguysfrom

cominghere

Mzwakhe:Mxolisi'sphonesawubona,iamhis

boyfriend..Whydoyoucare

Me:Ayanda

Ayanda:Iknowright..Ialsoupgradedthelistening

devices,igotthevenuesecuredifyouclickhere

thisisoutside,inside,topandsidesain'tnobody

evengoingtotryus

Mzwakhe:ThekidsarefinereallymyboyMjwas



tellingmehelovessoccerthelittleguylovesvideo

games..Ofcourseyouwouldn'tbecauseyoudon't

payattentiongoodbye

Mzwakhe

Hesaidhewantedtotakehiskidstoschooland

pickthemupcool.Isenthimwithabunchof

undercoverbodyguards,myprincessissleeping,

herdecorisarrivingimustmakesureeverythingis

intip-topcondition.

Ayanda:Nowiwantustotrythefiveminutething

Sakhile:Ngazodakwa

Ayanda:Nojustlistenihavecalculatedeverything

fiveminutesisactuallygoodforuswemakethe

impactmoreless

Thabiso:Youcan'tstealcarsinfiveminutesthat

crazy

Me:Areyougoingsomewherewiththis



Ayanda:Letsgotothetheater

Me:Okayigetyounow

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Me:Everwonderwhywebarelygetcaughtand

makeout

Thobani:Wegoodatwhatwedo

Me:Evenbetterwhenmysteriousforcesworkwith

us

Sakhile:Phindile

Me:Nodummyleavemygirlfriendoutofthisdad

wasinandoutlike

Sakhile:Allhandsondeck

Me:Allhandsondeckbut

Thobani:IwilltaketheothertruckyougetMpilo

inside

Thabiso:Howdoyoudisabletrackersinthattime

Ayanda:Withthisonepressdisableseverythingbut

alsoiwillkeepthattomyself



Shecomesdownsneezingandgruntingareher

thingsstarting.

Me:Yinikwenzenjan

Phindile:Ayluthnihlebaninibadalakangaka

Ikisshercheek.

Me:Whyyouup

Phindile:Ngivusweilenkulumoyenuengasilemm

thisissoannoying

Ibrushhershoulder,shekicksthecouchitopens

out.Shealsopullsoutastringinsidethecouch,

throwitonthetablethanleaves.Sosomebodyhas

beenlisteningtomealltime.



Me:James

Itaughtiwassmartatthisbutno.

Phindile

IcanhearMzwakhefaintlytalkingtosomeone.

Physicallyiamherebutmymindissofaraway,he

getsclosertomeandicanhearhimproperly.

Mzwakhe:Baby..Baby..Mamasheisnot

respondingokaybyehandsome

Helaughs.

Me:Mzwakheno

Mzwakhe:Awsthandwasamngenzenjanikemina

Me:Ifigetupnowiamleavingandiwillcomeback

lateinthemorning



Mzwakhe:Udakiweungalingeuzongidakelwa

ngikukhahlelamina

Wheniamlikethisitisverydifficultformetowake

up,beingasmymindisstilloccupiedbythe

ancestors.Ifeelhislipsonmy,hiscoldhandgoes

insidemytopandsqueezemyboob.

Me:Mzwakhengiyakucela

Wownowihavegrindmyass.

Sakhile

WhyisMzwakhelikethismaraandnoweveryone

hastobesubjectedtothisbull.

Me:Ngelinyeilangasofundaukuthmelesibe

nezindluzethusihlaleemakithi



Thobani:Lethimbehawuheishappyshemakes

himhappy

Me:Shereallydoeshecan'tspendtwoseconds

withouther

Ihopeonedayiamblessedwiththatunconditional

love.TheliftopensNonhleandJamesenterwith

suitcovers.

Nonhle:Thankyousomuch

James:Noproblemnkosazane

Nonhle:Sanibonani

Us:Heygirl

Welaugh.

Thabiso:Usiphathelenilapho

Nonhle:ThisisforPhindileandi



Thabiso:Anothervacation

Nonhle:WellwewillbesurenottoinviteMrs

Bhengu

Sindiswa:Yellowbone

Nonhle:Anisashomasenikhona

Thethreeofthemjuststartlookingliketriplets.

Linda:Kantithinavelekwakwenzenjan

Welaugh.

Nonhle

Iamatthepenthousetodayhaven'tbeenhereina

while,ibroughtafewthingswecanwearfor

tomorrowandanupdate.

Sakhile:NgempelaNonhleseniyahambafuth



Me:Noevenifsohambasohambasobabilimanje

yiniinkingayakho

Olwethu:KodwaphelauSindiswaakanayoinkabi

yendoda

Me:Sihambasonkenomasihlalaphansi

Thekingandqueencomeafterbracinguswiththeir

intenselovemaking.

Phindile:Nonhle

Them:Heygirl

Me:Iwillneverheartheendofthis

Phindile:Whatyoudoinghere

Me:Bengisashawaumoyanje

Phindile:Youstaying

Me:No

Phindile:Aw

Me:Yeah



Shelaughs.

Me:OkaysorealquicktheboyssaidnowayinhellI

aretheygoingtobeworkingonaweekend,they

goingtodoeverythingandwecangointhe

morningforfinalcheckup

Phindile:Okaythat'sreasonableingenileimali

Me:Happydoesn'tevenbegintoexplainwhatthey

feeling

Phindile:Iwillaskificanjustpopinidon'twantto

leavethemandthanngibanenkinga,butitrustmy

team

Olwethu:Isthatforus

Phindile:Unlessyouwanttositaroundwithyour

mansWhereisMxolisi

Theystopeatingandlookateachother.
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Andile

Itsbeenawhilesinceeverythinghappened,ijust

haven'tbeenmyselfatall.Iamhopingtodaythings

willsortoflookoutforme.Phindilehasbeenstuck

onmymindsincethatdayielectrocutedher.

Smanga:Reallyyoucouldjustfindahoeorcall

Mandisainsteadofmasturbating

Me:Shutupyoufool

Helaughs.

Me:Whatyougotforme

Smanga:Iheardtheyplanningondoingaheistin

Ndumiso'sparty

Me:Theyhaven'tnoticedthelisteningdevices

Smanga:Idon'tthinkso



Me:Okayand

Smanga:Alahlaumlenzeoeiscomingoutofprison

Me:What

Smanga:Yeap

Me:Thingsjustgotinteresting

Therestofmybrotherswalkin.

Sandile:Shouldn'tthisonebeatschool

Me:Continuetalkinglikethatandeveryonewill

thinkiamtheeldest

Sandile:Butyounotsowhatisgoingonhere

Me:Thosemonkeysareuptosomethingandiwant

it

Samkelo:Youamafiasincewhendoyoudealwith

cars

Me:Welldearbrotherifitmeansnotseeingthose

monkeysanymoreheyiwilltakeit



Samkelo:Enlightenme

Me:ItsgoingdowntodaySabeloisgoingbackin

andwewillfindoutmore

Samkelo:Thereisfiveofusandhundredsofthem

howarewegoingtodothatwithoutsuspicion

Me:Likeisaid

Samkelo:Andilestopbeingadumbman

Smanga:IfSiyandawasherehewouldroastyou

rightnowstopbeingacoward

Samkelo:Youknowwhatallofyouaredumbiam

living

Hestormsout

Sakhile

Weneededadiversionandthrowoffanyone

lookingtobustusforthismission.Wecalled

everyonein,Sabelowasn'thereandheistheone

wewanthere.Phindileleftthekidsaregoingtobe



watchedbyMrsZulunotbecausetheir

grandparentsarenotcapableofwatchingthem,but

forsafetypurposesLizekaandherpedophilegang

willnotbeabletoreachthem.

Mzwakhe:Engathanginiboninjeniphelele

TheliftopensMxolisientersthisBuffalohmm,he

lookslostinlife.Heleansonthekitchenisland

fixinghisjacketsomeoflaugh.Mzwakhegetsup

hegoesaroundtotheothersideofthecounter.

Mzwakhe:Phakaudlemaseuyogezaulale

Mxo:Aremy

Mzwakhe:Forgetaboutthat

Mxo:Manjeumelani

Hechaseafterhim,herunsoutthebalcony



Hisphonerings.

Mxo:Yeah..Uyangihlukumezaungikhiyelala

ngaphandle

Welaugh.Hecomesbackinsideandstartsdishing

out.

Thabiso:UzoshadakanjanMzwakheusabisausbari

Mzwakhe:Everychanceigetoverpoweringthis

b*tchiwilltakeit

Hisphoneringsheignoresitandcomestositdown.

Mzwakhe:Madodangitheanipheleleikuphiinkinga

Me:Youokay

Mxo:Iamfine

Me:Wedon'thavetoadmityou



Helooksatmethaneveryoneelse.

Me:Nexttimeyouthinkaboutdisappearingiam

goingtolockyouup.Driveyoucrazyandyouwill

nevergetout

Hestaresatme.

Me:Mmm

Phindile

Nonhlewantedustogetreadyatherhouseikindof

understandwhy,thedooropensSamkelowalksin

helooksshockedseeingus.Butlateronsmiles.

Me:Yabonanjeweneedtocallamakeupartist,

sifoneleuMandlamanje



Nonhle:uMandlauzofunaukuhambanathikodwa

Samkelo:Ladies

Me:Samohheywedidn'tseeyouthere

Myphoneringsigrabmyglassandwalkout.

Me:Bhenguwami

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Ismilelikealittlehighschool.

Mzwakhe:Uziphethekahleudalilapho

Me:Iamgoodwejustchillingwestoppedbythe

venueohmyGod

Mzwakhe:Kuyanyiwa

Me:Yobaby

Mzwakhe:Sohecameliedheissleepingnow,iam



wonderingifweshouldleaveor

Me:Wakehimandaskthanyouknowdecidingon

ownandthanhewillbelikengasalakengedwayou

know

Mzwakhe:Okaymamaihavetogo

Me:Thankyouforcalling

Hehungsup,igobackinsidethanihearmoans

andgroans.Nonhlehowcouldyou.

Mzwakhe

Everyoneistenseandquiet.

Me:Yininathukakangaka

Thobani:Silindewenausitsheleukuthkwenziwani

Me:Okayhere'swhat'sgoingon,weusinganew

warehouse



Theliftopens.

Sakhile:Youlate

Me:Sitdownasiwassayinganewwarehouse.

Sabelo,Sakhilewillgiveyouthedetails,therestof

yallwillheadtotheparty.Senzoyouresponsiblefor

allthingstech,Nkanyiso,melusiyouguysare

responsibleforthetrucks.Anyproblemswiththat

Theykeepquiet.

Lindo:Iprobablyshouldhavesaidthis

Theyimitatehisvoice.

Them:Ifisomuchsmellyouhavebeenwitha

womaniwillstopthiswholething



Welaugh.

Lindo:Musaniukungiphaphela

Thobani:Ungadakwikakhuluboy

Me:Cabangangobangizobengidakwanaye

Sakhile:Youinvitedher

Me:Nobutshewillbethereimeanitwillbegood

webarelydoanythingtogetherwealways

smashingsoyeah

Sakhile:Nice

Me:Okaymadodaakubenjalo

Andile

Sabelocalledaquickmeetingwemetupatour

usualspot,iguesshehasmoreinformationabout

thisheist.

Me:Thisbetterbegood



Sabelo:Heisusinganewwarehouse,hehas

switchedupteams

Me:Meaning

Sabelo:Tryingtothrowofsomebodywhoisonto

them

Me:OntothemSabelo

Sabelo:Whichmeanstheyknowthereisamole

Me:Howdidthishappenwaityoudon'tthinkJames

Sabelo:Idon'tthinkheknowsitsmeNdumisoand

Thobanicouldhaverattedmeoutalongtimeago

Me:Jamesknowsnothingaboutnocode

Sabelo:Himusingtheotherguyshewantstofind

outwhothemoleisoralreadyknowsandthey

creatingadiversionbutatrap

Me:Ofwhichwecan'tletthathappen

Sabelo:Ifiamtooclosetheygoingtosmellme

Me:Fuck

Sabelo:Ihavetogobeforetheynoticeiamnot



therekeepyourphoneson

Me:MzwakheBhenguyougood

Igrabmyphoneandcallmyguy.

Me:Yeahwedoingitagain

Mzwakhe

Iwaswatchingthemobservingeachandevery

onesmoves,ontopofthesediversionsihadmy

ownplans.Iknowalotisgoingtogowrongsoiam

steppingin,Sabeloandeverybodyelsewon'tknow

whathitthem.

Phindilecallsme.

Me:Heymylove

Phindile:Uhmiamfeelingveryoverwhelmedand



anxious

Me:Itoldyounottogetinvolved

Phindile:Iamnotso

Me:Okayletstexteachotherandyoucanoffload

theheavyweightonyourshoulder

Phindile:Okay

Ihungup,igrabmyotherphoneandtexther.

Phindile:"Theyknowyoutryingtocreatea

diversion"

Me:"Igotaplanofmyownsoyouandthe

ancestorscanrelax"

Phindile:"Ican'trelax"

Me:"Forgetaboutthatyoufocusonbeingmy

girlfriend"

Sakhile:Izinjamadoda

Mxo:Yabonakeubufebebuqalakanjeawani



amafoniamabili

Me:Yafunaukuzikhiphanamhlanje

Mxo:Ziphiiyinganezami

Sakhile:AwukahleMxolisi

Mxo:Iguessican

Me:Okayuzohambanamingobaangikutholjkahle,

Sakhile

Ihandhimmyotherphone.

Sakhile:Noways

Me:Ngizobakhombisaukuthngiwubani..Siyageza

Mxolisimasihamba

Mxo:Thankyou

Me:Forwhat

Mxo:Mysister,myboysyouguysiknowyouowe

menothingbutthefactthat

Me:Don'tsweatitman



Mxo:Noletmesaythisifitwasn'tforyouwe

wouldn'tknowandiunderstandwhymysister

couldn'tseeit.Theywereprotectingusfromthis

disgustingtruthbutwhatiamtryingtosayyou

havebeenthebestandmysonsloveyou

Idon'twanttogetemotionalonsuchanight.
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Phindile

Wearriveatthevenueanditisdropdeadgorgeous.

Ican'tbelievemyteamtheamountofworkand

timetheyputinhereisexceptional,fromthewhite

carpetentrancetothebeautifulwhitefloralwallour

partiesalwaysstandout.Whenyouenteritsheaven

onearthfourbarstations,plentyofseatingfor

everyone.Waitersaregearingupforthenightwe

arealittlebitearlybecause,ihavegothroughone

morefinalcheck.



Nonhle:Soyouhappy

Me:Ilikewhatyoudidwithflowerscascadinglike

that,mayberemovethosebigonesandplacethem

ontheseemptytables

Voice:Samkelo

Samkelo:Sho

Him:Naearlykwenzenjan

Samkelo:Solungisaokuncanengobaubonanje

Hestaresatme.

Nonhle:NdumisothisisPhindile,pthisisNdumiso

Ndu:Wazewamuhle

Me:Ngiyabonga

HeissmilingfromeartoearisendMzwakheatext

ihopeheseesit.



Mzwakhe

Ihadeyesonthemfromabuildingnottofarfrom

thevenue.Everyonewasinpositionandwaitingfor

themissionathand.Myphonebeepsitsamessage

frommylove,"Pleasebringmesomethingformy

earsthank".Ireplyokay.

Me:Ayanda

Hegivesmeanearpiece.

Me:Didisayiwantthis

Ayanda:Ufunanikanti

Me:Getmeearplugsyoudummyforloudnoise

Ayanda:Awushonganpho

Ilookathimhelaughsandgetsup.



James:ThisbetterworkMzwakhe

Me:Itwillhavefaithinme

James:Finecallmewhenallofthisisover..You

cancomeoutMpilo

Ilaugh.

Mpilo:Okusalayongibizweuyena

James:Don'tactlikeyounotecstatictobeback

Heleaves.

Me:Tymalakhomfethu

Mpilo:Savage

Me:Heisamonstertheonlypeoplehelovesare

theladies,butiwouldn'ttradehimforanything

Mpilo:Mom,Hleloandiback.Youguysallowing

himtobeaparentinyourlives,whatmorecanhe



askfor

Guestsstarttoarrive.

Phindile

Guestswerearrivingdressedtokill,admiringand

takingpictures.Thestarofthedayisthatfloralwall

Nonhleandispentawhiletherejusttakingpictures.

SomeguyscometousNonhlestartsfidgeting,i

lookatherdownthatdrinklikeherdependsonit.

Samkelo:Youhere

Them:Yeah

Samkelo:ThesearemybrothersSmangaand

SandilegentsthisisPhindile

Theylookathim,theyweredefinitelytherewhen

Andilezappedme,inodmyheadandsmile.



Nonhle:Wantsomefood

Me:Yesplease

Nonhle:Wewillbebackpleaseexcuseus

Weheadtothebar.ItlooksliketheMsomi'sare

arguing.

Me:Lookweareheretohaveagoodtimedon'tlet

themgettoyou.Nothingisgoingtohappenokay

Shenods.

"Ladies"

Nonhlesmilesandlooksdownitstheothertwin.



Luyanda:Don'tbesmilingatmenow

Welaugh.

Luyanda:Theseareforyou

Me:Theearplugsthankyousomuch

Luyanda:Uthenauzewenanedlozilakhocela

ningamjwayelikabi

Me:Didhealsosaypointatme

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe

Theplacewasnowjampackedwiththemusic

flowingandeverybodyhavingagoodtime.Ifeel

likeweshouldwaitanhourorsoandnotmake

thingssoobvious.



"Kantisilindenimadoda"

Mpilo:"Relaxboy"

Thetrucksarriveoutside,iseePhindileraisingher

glassup.

Ayanda:Youknowthebeautyofthisthingyoucan

pressitanywhereanditwilldisablecartrackers

withinitsmileradiu.

Me:"Okayboysitsshowtime"

Thecarsblinkinsanethanstop,theyenterthecars

andonebyonetheydriveout.Mpilosetsthetimer

thisisamakeaorbreakmoment.

Mpilo:Someofthemareawareofwhatyoudoing

Me:Buttheynotstrikingtheywanttopressmeinto



atightspot

Mpilo:HowdidyougetThobaniwithNdumiso,

thoseareAndile'sbestguys

Me:Projectcupcake

Mpilo:Stop

Hewhistles.

Thobaniisthefirstonetoarrive,followedbyThato

theydriveinthetruckandremovethetrackers.This

timerisrunninglikewildfireamigoingtomakeit.

Phindile

BythetimeMzwakhegetshereiwouldalreadybe

inbedsleeping.Nonhleandiweredancingaway.

Me:Girlbythetimehegetshereitwouldbetimefor

metoleave



Nonhle:Can'tyouhaveagoodtimewithout

worryingaboutancestorsorMzwakhelikelivea

little.Webarelyevengotoclubsnow

Me:Okay

Sheisgoingheavyonthatalcoholiknowitsnot

easyleavingapersonyoulove.IloveMzwakheand

webreakupallthetime.

Me:Ifthisscenedoesn'tchangeweareleaving

Nonhle:InthemeantimeZuko,Zukomylove

anotherone

Mzwakhe

Withjusttwominutesleftitiscrunchtime.Thefirst

truckisfinallyfull,Mpilogetsinanddrivesout.

Soonlatertherestofthemarriveandfillupthe

trucks.Thereisnotimeoneortwoofthemhaveto

getinthebackofthetruckandremovethose

trackers.



Itakemythingsandheadtomycar,myphone

rings.

Senzo:Wellthereisdefinitelyacarfollowingus

Me:YouknowwhattodoLindokuhlewillbewaiting

foryouguys

Senzo:Skhulu

Hehungsupigetinmycar.

Mxo:Sothisiswhatmysisterlovesacriminal

Me:Lookwho'stalking

Mxo:Don'tbecomparingyourselftome

Iignorehimistartthecaranddriveoff.This

depressionandisolationpartyhethrowsfor

himselfisnotgood.Heneedstostepupandgethis



ishtogether,MjandMveloneedapresentfather

notthisguy.

Sakhile

Thabisoandiwerestandingnottofarfromthe

partyvenueandjustlaughingourassesof.Ican't

believeMzwakheactuallypulleditof,withinthose

fiveminutestheparkinglotswerelookinglikea

ghosttown.

Thabiso:Ayay

Me:Yougottolovetheboy

"Eyo"

Thegentswalkuptous.

Me:Yeahyeah



Thabiso:Unjanufiveminutes

Welaughthebothofusdidnotwanttobeapartof

thisbutnowthatiseethem,Imissedoutonalotof

adrenalinefun.

Linda:uMzwakheebengenweyiningempela

Me:Uyishayilekodwaubastard

Thabiso:AhZamanimylittleputsununu

Welaugh.

Linda:Uzwainhliziyoixukuzalaphougijimango

120

Melusi:Sowhatnow

Me:WewaitforMzwakhe'sinstructions

Henods.



Mzwakhe

Myselfandthetrucksarriveatthesametime.The

trucksgoiniparkoutsideandstepout.Nkabinde

approachessmirking,lethimjustgivememy

moneyandwegoourseparateways.

Nkabinde:MzwakheMzwakhemymanasalways

lovelydoingbusinesswithyou.

Hismenbringforwardthreebigblackbags.

Me:Likewise

Theycarrythebagsweleave.

Me:Gostashthebagsandmeetmeattheparty



IknowSabeloisnotgoingtofallformytricksoi

askThobaniandThatoinsteadtogowiththe

money,whileiheadtotheparty.
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Mzwakhe

Theyhappyandannoyedwhyaretheycomplaining

becausewedidit.Theirpocketsaregoingtobe

lovelyinacoupleofdays,mybabySindiswastruts

herwaytouscarryingaboxinthosesuperhigh

heels.

Lindo:UkeuweSindiswangiyakutshelauzongazi

kahle

Sindi:Itssuchavibeintherebeautifulladiesyenina

hlampenizobanenhlanhlanyanaandscoreafew

Welaugh.



Sindi:Okayorderofthedaytakeoffyourclothes

puttheminsidehere,changegrababottleanddrink

Me:Lindokuhle

Lindo:Thisisadifferentkindofinvolvementandi

amsorrywecan'tescapeit

Wetakeofourclothesandtosstheminthewaste

bagsprovided.

"Sanibonani"

Shecomesovertomeandwekiss,shewrapsher

armsaroundmyneckiamturnedon.

Me:Mommy

Phindile:Everythinggoodnodon'tlookatmelike

that



Ikissheragainitsgoodthingiamnotdrunkmy

nervesarejuststartingtocalmdown.

Phindile:Iwillseeyouinside

Me:Iwillseeyouinsidealright

Shewalksawaythangrabsthetwosmallbottles,

shegivesNonhleabottleandtheywalkaway.

AlongthewaytheymeetMxolisiamenhewas

goingtomakemycarstartsmellingfunny.Noiam

jokingichuckle.

Senzo:Uyenaloskhulu

Theywilljusthavetofigureitoutthemselves,

becauseeverytimeitrytointroducehersomething

badhappens.

Linda:Ehhmiyonantombiyakheningalokhe



nimbuzakeheheskhuluujolanobanisenimbonile

Sakhile:Mmhm

Theylaughigrabmybottledrinkitthanleavethem.

Sakhile

WemakeourwayinsideNdumisoseesusand

makeshiswaytous.

Ndu:Guys

Lindo:Drinkthis

Ndu:Yinimanjeleiwasbeginningtothinkyallgot

caught

Mzwakhe:WetheBhengu'swedon'tgetcaughtnoi

amjoking

Ndu:Okayiwillbewithyouguysjustnow

Hecutsthroughusrushingtosomebodywelookat



him.

Me:Hedoesn'tknow

Mzwakhe:Itshisnightlethimhaveit,letsnotburst

hisbubble

Hechuckles.

Me:Whatiftheykiss

Mzwakhe:Iwillblowthebothofthemupandifhe

doesn'tbehavearoundherheisgoingtogetit

Wesitdownthetableisalreadyfilledwithalcohol

itsabouttogodown.

Mzwakhe

Mla:Miccheckonetwohelloeverybodyhello.Good

eveningladiesandgentlemen,tonightwearehere



onaveryspecialoccasion.Wecelebratingthe

birthdayofMrNdumisoKheswa,helpmewelcome

onstageMrbirthdayboyhimselfehNdu

Themusicstarts.

"Nabalababantu

Ilaba"

Theydancetheirwaytothestagetearingupthe

danceandthecrowdcheeringthem.Ipulloutmy

phoneandrecordthem,thewayherbodyismoving

itsdrivingmecrazy.

Linda:Ishayeboy

Idoubthecanhearthat.Sherequestforthemic

andasksforustostartthingsoffwithaprayer.



Ndu:Wowokayididnotexpectthatthankyou

everyoneforcoming.Iamayearolderyayidon't

knowwhatelsetosayexceptforthankyou,pretty

ladyngiyabonga

Sakhile:Mommy

Ndu:Pleasehavefunenjoythenightiloveyouall

Phindile:Nowthepartycanstart

Theygetdownhecomestous.

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Youdidgood

Ndu:Itried

Sakhile:Yinhlelendawo

Me:Njengalomommyobudansanaye

Ndu:Aykuyafiwalaphaya

Me:Uyazishayangaye



Ndu:Wouldn'tyouhaveyouseenher

Yeseverydayinmybedbutimmakeepthatto

myself.

Sakhile:Uyaziukhiyananobani

Ndu:YindabthoseMsomifreaks

Thisguyanywaysiamstillkeepingmycool.

Sakhile:Ngekekuthakajolihlampenjeumuntu

wakhenjeengakubulala

Notonlywillikillhimiwillmassacrehisass,

slaughtereverythingandeveryoneconnectedto

him.

Nonhle



ClearlyNdumisohasnoideaPhindileisdating

Mzwakhe.Heisactinglikealovesickpuppyand

can'tgetenoughofher.Shamebytheendofthis

nightheisgoingtogethisheartbroken,Andile

arrivesholymotheriseePhindile'sthing.Myheart

explodessheholdsmyhandiwasreadytojump

thef*ckoutofthere,whydidshehavetobeasnake

thelastthingiwantisherchanging.

Me:YouwantmetocallMzwakhe

Sheshakesherhead.

Me:Wanttoheadout

Shenodsigrabherthingsandwewalkaway.Step

asideeveryonesnakecomingthrough.Ndumiso

andiamguessingthisisAyandabecause,every

timeiamaroundhimigetbutterflies.Ihad

mistakenhimearlierontheylooksomuchalike.



Ndu:Whatswrongleavingalready

Ayanda:Peverythingokay

Ndu:UyamaziyiniSkhulu

Ayanda:IntombikaMzwakhe

HelooksathimthanPhindilehelooksfor

somebodyelseilookover.Mzwakheraiseshis

glasstheylaugh,ididsayhisheartwasgoingtobe

broken.

Ndu:Fuck

Me:Excuseusplease

Mzwakhe

Ifigoafterheritsnotgoingtobeniceiamgoingto

turnthisplaceup.Nonhlecanhandleit,Ndumiso

sitsdownwithaheavyheart.Ayandadefinitelysaid



somethinghestaresatme,theidiotsnexttomeare

laughing.Hetriestospeakbutheremains

speechless.

Ndu:AyMzwakheunamahlayayezwa

Wecrackinlaughter.

Ndu:Sungazeunqambeamangangentoenje

nihlekanininaumuntuekhulumaamanga

Me:Dudeiamwithherallthetimesheliveswith

mewesmasheachothereveryday

Linda:Correctioneverytimeoftheday

Ndu:Eykahleniukuqambaamanganina

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Ufunaiproofnayi



TheysitontheotherendNonhlegoessomewhere.I

lookathersheshakesherhead,inod.Andileis

lookingatusthatbastardtookawayherpregnancy,

thereisnothingmorethrillingthanshowingyour

enemyyouarestillstanding.

Me:WeNonhlewena

Nonhle:Ohsorry

Sheisblockingmyview,shehandsheraplateof

meat,iwonderwhatisthesecretwithherand

eatingalotofmeat.

Phindile

Mlawasplayingmyjamswheneverweareinthe

sameplace.Heneverletstheopportunityofputting

meinthespotlightpasshimby,thearrivalofAndile

mademyskincrawlthereandthaniwantedtorip

hisheart.Theladiesherejoinusitsweturnthis



placeup.NonhleandAyandaweregettingtheir

freakon,Sakhiledanceswithme.Ihavebeen

avoidinghimidon'twanttocauseanyproblems.

Sakhile:Angithandikemasuwenzakanjeengath

manjesixabane

Me:Youtriedtostrangleme

Sakhile:Iknowiknowbutthatdoesn'tmeanwe

shouldactlikeahcomeonmommyhuh

Hesmilesiseehisbrother...Wehugheisnotready

tomoveon,eventhoughhehasacceptedthathis

momandbrotherarenolongerhere.Hisheartis

stillfilledwithpain.

Mzwakhe

Listentheyfixedwhatevermisunderstandingthey

hadiamhappy.Ican'tchoosebetweenthetwoof

themihonestlycan't,theyveryimportantpeoplein

mylife.Thematoddswitheachotherconstantly



meantfightingallthetimebetweenthethreeofus.

Thabiso:LookatAyandahavingthebesttimeofhis

life

PhindileandNonhlehavedonesomethingtothe

peopleitwaslit.Thedancingdroveeveryone

insane

Me:LetmecallJames

Thabiso:Haibothepartyjuststarted

Me:Yeahwellmybabyisgoingtoleaveatmidnight

mightaswellprepare

Thabiso:Ohkombe

Phindile

Itsbeenfunbutitstimeformetogetoutofher.I

can'tbelingeringwhendarkforcesawaken,we



headoutsideaccompaniedbyAyandaBhengu.I

don'tknowthenightisstillyoungweneedtotalk

aboutwhereisNonhlegoing.

Ayanda:OkayuthiuMzwakhesimlindelaimoto

iyeza

Iwanttogettoabednow,helooksatNonhlethan

meandmimesiwanther.Nonhleisabeautiful

womananddeservesallthelove,affectionand

happinessSamkelodeprivesherof.Butseeingas

howmyrelationshipiswithMzwakheidon'tknow

notsayingeverymanislikethat.

Me:Youcomingwithme

Shelooksatme.

Me:Texthimandtellhimyouleavingwithme



Iwanttogohome.
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Phindile

Igetupandheadtothebathroom.Myheadis

spinningitakeashowerandletthehotwaterdrip

allovermybody,thisfeelsgood..Ifinishupand

headout,somethingmovesinthebedigetthe

biggestfrightofmylife.Itturnsaroundits

Mzwakheshitnowirememberwhathappened.

Whenweleftthepartytherewasboozeinthecar

wedranksomemore,whenwearrivedatthisplace

thepartycontinued.Wedrankanddrankuntilwe

couldn'tandtherestastheysayishistory.

Mzwakhe:Phindilebuyaembhedeni

Me:No



Idon'tthinkicanhandleanymoreofhispounding.

Mzwakhe:Umuntungekeesatholangishoimorning

glory

Hegetsupnakedandstandsinfrontofme.

Me:Mzwakheno

Mzwakhe:Mmmm

Nonhle

Iamsleepinginthisbigbedlastnightwaswild.I

don'tknowifiimaginedsomeofthethingsor

hallucinating.Ihaveneverdranklikethisinmylife

ever.

Ayanda:Anyregrets

Me:No



Ayanda:Good

Me:Youanyregrets

Ayanda:Yes

Okaythat'snottheansweriwasexpecting.

Ayanda:Ofnotdoingthisearlierintimeiguesslast

nightwasamakeorbreakforme

Myheartsmileshearingthat,hekissesmeandwe

continuewereweleftoff.

Sakhile

Thebeautifulcouplefinallydecidestojoinus.Ipull

Mzwakhetosideheprotestlikealittlebaby.

Mzwakhe:OngiyekaSakhile..MommySakhile

Me:Whatthehellhappened



Mzwakhe:Wepulleditoffnje

Idraghimoutside.

Mzwakhe:Sakhile

Me:Talk

Mzwakhe:Arghfinefollowme

WeenterAyanda'sgarage.Heunlockshiscarthan

openstheboot,hepullstwobagsforwardand

opensone.

Me:Yousneakymotherf*****

Mzwakhe:Ihadnootherchoice

Me:Sowhat'sintheotherbags

Mzwakhe:Asurprisetheywillneverforget

Me:Haibowakhe



Mzwakhe:Wegoingtodropthisofffastandhave

Carsoncashitin

Me:Welldone

Mzwakhe:Thankyou

Me:Infutureiwill

Mzwakhe:Ijusthadtotestitoutbutdon'tworryi

willgiveyoufullplansgoingforward

Likehewilldothat,ichuckle.

Phindile

Ihonestlythoughtthiswasahotelwhenwegot

here,everybodywasjustinthemooddrinking.I

didn'tpicturethisbeingahouse.Ayanda'shouse

forthatmatter,hewasplacingfoodonthetable.I

cansmellNonhlealloverhim.

Mzwakhe:Whatswrongwithyou



Hekissesmycheek.

Me:Ayluthobaby

Nonhle:Helloeveryoneihopeididn'tmissanything

Me:SoAyandathisisnotahotel

Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe:Whywouldyouthinkthat

Me:Itwasjustreallyniceandnice

Ayanda:Chamommyumuziwakhe

Me:Hmmumuziwakhe

Mzwakhe:Everythingokay

Me:Everythingisfinemylove

Istartdishingup.



Andile

Thatwasatotalbustnothingisworkingout.Ifeel

likeiamnotincontrolofthings,iamannoyedand

exhausted.

Siyanda:Angiyizwalentoyenunithikwenzakaleni

Sabelo:Sifikilelaphayasabonabazibekaph

izikhwama.Wetookthemwhenweopenedthema

bunchofsnakespoppedouttheywerealloverus

Siyanda:ItstheliesMzwakhetellsthathasrubbed

ofonyou

Sabelo:Hewasthere

Myphonerings.

Me:Philani

Philani:Readytoletthisgothisisonefightyou



nevergoingtowin

Wewillshallseeaboutthat.

Nonhle

Iwasn'tgoingtoplayallmycardsifAyandais

seriousaboutmethanthiswillbehisfinaltest.I

tookajourneybackhome,whenilefthomemy

motherandfatherwerenothappylikeanyparent

would.

Mybrothersdisownedmemydadwas

disappointedthemost,theygotdraggedintosome

ofthemostmessiestsituationswithAndile.

Ihadtodohisdirtyworkdelivercokepackages,

scoutfemalestobetraffickedortakethemto

partiesformantodohorrificthingsonthem.



IthankthedayMzwakhecameandbustedhis

entireoperation.Hecan'tbreathanygirlthat

disappears,hisdooristhefirstdoortheauthorities

knockon.Projectcupcakehispurehatredfor

Mzwakhestartedthereandeverydayhehasbeen

tryingtotakehimdown

Iknockonthedoorihopetheyopenforme,the

onlytimetheyweregoingtoacceptmebackwasto

leaveeverythingbehindandcomebackhome.

That'sexactlywhatiamgoingtodo.

Vumileopensthedoor.
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Aweeklater

Mzwakhe

IjustgotbackfromdroppingoffPhindileatwork



andimissheralready.

Me:Whyareyouguysalwayshere

Idon'tevenhavetheenergyforthemeversince

theyfoundoutiamdating,everydaythesehoes

arehere.

Ndu:Ngebhadiasizelewena

Me:Boybye

Theylaugh.

Me:Haibonalibhadilamiyazi

Thobani:Don'tworrybrohealsofoughtme

Lindo:Icalledthem

Me:Why



Lindo:Ihavesomethingtotellyouguys

Myphonerings.

Me:Mama

Phindile:SengikhohliweuNonhle

Me:Okayletmeherewhattheygottosayandthan

iamcomingbacktofetchyou

Phindile:Okaymylovethankyou

Ismile.

Lindo:Inkosazaneisifikile

Me:What

Lindo:Let'sjustironoutafewthings.Itisvery

importantandcrucialatalltimesyoushowherlove,

anyoneofuscanbethechosenone

Thabiso:Wasn'titnotmeanttobejustus



Lindo:Nothat'swhyeveryoneisifyoudating

anyonepleasetreatherrightiambeggingyou

Me:IsitPhindile

Sakhile:Iwasjustgoingtosaythat,thethingsshe

sometimesdo

Lindo:Icannotconfirmnordenyshewillonlyshow

herselfonceshefeelslovedandthis

Me:Thefamilybirthmark

Herwristsomewhileagowasblack.

Lindo:Shecandothingsnohumancanhowever

thereareconsequences.Ifyoudon'ttreatherright

alotofbadthingscanhappen,shecarriesthemost

powerfulgiftever.Shecanturndarkcreatemore

creatures,oneswewillneverbeabletodefeat.

Whatevergoesdownbetweenyouandher

unfortunately,Sindiswaandiwillalwayssidewith

herbecauseweareherprotectorsalongwithgifted

people



Me:Shecangoaheadandchosesomebodyelsei

alreadygotmyqueenokay

Welaugh.

Lindo:Ngiyanicelabafethunibaphathekahle

umkhuluumonakoloongenzeka,umalentokazi

singayiphethekahle

Me:Doesthatmeanihavetoletherknown

Lindo:Notheancestorswillmostlybetheonetodo

theexplaining.Shealreadyisawareofhalftheshit

wedo,andsavingyoursorryasses

IjustfearedlosingPhindilethisqueenbetternot

chooseme.



Lindo:Mayelananalespaniesosishayayonkinto

imojaihleliweukuthsibangene

Me:Niceisthatwhyyouback

Lindo:Menicabanganizibukenjeningayiphatha

kanjaninyokangothando,Thabisohismarriedhe

knowsathingortwo.Nina,nina

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Ihopeitsnotyou

Me:Aw

Sakhile:Thatwillbetheendofus

Iamnotthatbadiactuallytoneditdown.

Phindile

Nonhleimisshersomuchiamhappyaboutthe



decisionshemade,eventhoughsheleftmeagain.

Itscoolialwaysgotherback.

Nonhle:Ngathubuyeubenezintozakho

uzozinakekelakanjaniyinganezaMxolisi(Youhave

yourweirdthingsgoingonhowareyougoingto

takecareofyourbrotherskids)

Me:NgiyezwaNonhlekodwanjengamanje

uyangidingaebesefunanokuyekaumsebenzi(I

understandbutrightnowheneedsme,heeven

wantedtoquithisjob)

Nonhle:Kodwamasekuwenaodingayenahaa(but

whenitsyouwhoneedshim)

Ilaugh.

Nonhle:Wellhecancountonuswewilltakecareof



themnoquestionsasked,haveyouatleasttalked

tohim

Me:Yeahwetalkalotthosemanarghtheloveand

supporttheyshowedhim

Shewasgivingmetheeyeilaugh,Ayandaprobably

thinksshewentbacktoSamkelo.Iwishicouldtell

himnobraeverythingisgoodbutyeah.

Me:Wewillcomeandpickyouup

Nonhle:Okaybyegirl

Shehungsup.

Me:Comein

Samkeloentersisigh.



Mzwakhe

There'snowaywecangetmattblackcars.We

havetospraypaintthem.

Me:Doanyofyouknowhowtospend

Thabiso:Thisisasetupitsmellslikeoneandlooks

likeone

Me:Jokesonthemidon'tgetsetup

Thabiso:Mmm

Me:Ayandayouokay

Ayanda:Askmethatquestiononemoretime

Hebreathesout.

Me:Youcouldjustcallherinsteadofassuming

rememberwhathappenedtome.IaccusedPhindile

withfactsandturnedouttobeherbrother



Helooksatme.

Me:Listenokayweneedtogetittogetherbeforewe

loseitallanddon'tlookatmelikeyougoingkillme

Hegrabshisphoneandmakesaphonecallputting

itonspeaker.

"Hello"

Helooksatmecarryon.

Nonhle:Whyyouansweringmyphone

Him:AyubaniuAyanda

Helaughs.



"Vumile"

Nonhle:Givemebackmyphonewhyyoucallingme

ohwaitdon'tanswerthat

"Nonhle"

Nonhle:Baba

"Ohyouonthephoneiwillcomebacklater"

Nonhle:Noitsnotimportant

Thecallcuts.

Linda:Notimportant



Helaughsinhisfacewelaugh.

Phindile

IampackingupandreadytogofetchNonhle.

Samkelodidn'tcaretoaskmeabouther,inhismind

iamsureheisthinkingoncesheisback.The

beatingsheisgoinggetisoutofthisworld,itsthe

firsttimeNonhlehastakenabreatherwithoutbeing

inthecrossfire.

Myphonerings.

Me:Yeahiamleavingnow

Nonhle:Idon'tfeeltowell

Me:What

Nonhle:Ithinkiamgoingtostayalittlelonger

Me:Nonhle



Nonhle:Iknowmyloveiamsorry

Isitdownshewassoeagertocomebackwhat

happened.

Nonhle:Ihavetogowequitebusyhereiwillcall

youlater

Me:Wowkantikwenzakalan

Mzwakhe

Ipassedbythemallfirstiwanttogetherafew

thingstosnackontheroad.Ibumpintosomebody

therethingsfalldown,shegoesdownpickingthem

uplikeamadperson,ihelpher.

Her:Iamsosorry

Me:Nahitsokay



Theoldmewouldhaveinsultedheriamdifferent

now.

Her:Thankyou

Me:Calmdown

Her:Iamrushingtoameetingagainiamsorrybye

thankyou

Me:Okay

Ilaughsheisstillbumpingintopeopleand

apologizing.Ipayformyparkingticketthanleave.

Whyamithinkingaboutthisladynowdammit

Mzwakhe...

Afteranhouriarriveatherworkplace,sheis

standingoutsidelookingdown,ihootshewalks

lookingdownwhatisgoingon.

Me:Yiniinkinga



Phindile:uNonhleuthiakasabuyi

Oopsmybad.
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Nonhle

Iworkedsohardlastnightwhocouldbebangingat

mydoorsoearlyinthemorning.Itrytoignoreit,

butthispersonisjustbangingandbangingthatcan

onlybeVumile.Whatiswrongnowigetupandput

onarobe.

Me:Whyyoubangingonmydoorlikeamadman

Vumile:There'speopleheretoseeyou

Me:Ngilele

"Yellowbone"



Irunouttheroomistophalfwayandcompose

myself,thanenterthelivingroomandheishere

sittingnexttohisbrothers.

Dad:Nonhleuyabazilabantu

IcouldsaynobutMzwakheisgivingmeastinkeye.

Me:Yebobaba

Dad:Ubazelaphikanjan,nini,ngobani

Me:BazwananoPhindile

Dad:Ukhonaozwananawe

Iamgoingtokillthem.

Me:Yebo

Dad:Ohokay



Hewalksawayilookatthemheignoresmeand

thanambushmelikethis.Dadcomesbackwitha

whip,theyoutthedoorbeforehecanwhipthem.

Dad:Nizongidelelakwami

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe

Iwoulddoanythingformybrothersanything,if

Ayandawantsustogetonaplaneanddiveunder

water.Iamgettingontheplaneandweswimming

withthefishes.Nonhlelivesfarmaninthebundus,

thereisnoreceptionican'tevencheckonPhindile.

Shemakesherwaytousandlaughs.

Me:Mommy

Nonhle:Areyouforrealrightnow



Me:Khulumauwenaosilethela(Talkyoutheone

whobroughtushere)

Nonhle:NaweThabisongikuthembile(Evenyou

Thabisoihadfaithinyou)

Thabiso:Indlelaibuzwakwabaphambili

Nonhle:Thisisinsanewhydidyounotcallme,was

itnotyouwhosaidihavebeendreamingaboutthis

Ayanda:Nonhleiamsosorryihonestlythought

youwentbacktohim

Nonhle:I

Shesighsdamnsheisbeautifulgotmethinking

aboutthatladyibumpedinto.Mzwakhemanwhy

amithinkingaboutanotherfemalewhenigota

girlfriend.

Me:Ubanilosgora(Whoismuscleman)

Nonhle:Usuyahamba

Him:Mmm



Nonhle:Uhambekahle

Him:Mmm

Nonhle:HawuVumile..Vumile

Heignoresherandcontinuewithhisjourney,

anotherguywalksuphetakesonelookatus.She

wavesathim,hecarriesonwalking.

Me:Wedidn'truinanything

Nonhle:Notheyhaven'tquitforgivenme.They

mustprobablythinkyouthatyou

Me:Wedon'tmeananydisrespect

Nonhle:Itsokayletmegograbmythingsandwe

cango

Thabiso:YoubettertreatherlikeaqueenAyanda

Phindile

Mxolisibeingawayhereliesonmeforalotof



things.MymindisjustpetrifiediaskedLindokuhle

togooverthecaseforme.

Me:Okayhewantsfullcustodyofhiskidsandone

weekendvisitationright

Lindo:Youknowcourtsusuallysidewiththe

mother

Me:Itsaloselosesituationforbothofthemfor

negligence

Lindo:Watertightbuticandoit

Me:IfthisproceedstothecourtsMxolisihastowin

Lindo:Iwilldomybest

Ithinkoncethismessissortediwillbeableto

breatheagain.

Me:Doyouknowyoucarryingyourfathersspirit

Lindo:What



Me:Heisrestingbehindyouwithhiseyesclosed

Lindo:Dadistheone

Me:YourhisfavoritechildafterNhlanhla,butyour

myfavoriteson.Ukuzeakwaziukulawulekakumele

wenzelweumsebenzi(Inorderforhimtotameda

ritualhastobedoneforyou)

Lindo:Seewhyyouthechosenone

Me:WhyamihereLindokuhle

Lindo:Unlockingyourgiftandfindingoutwhatyou

havetodolieswithMzwakhe.Heistakingtolong

andiamafraidtheevilforcesareawaken

Thisisnerve-wrackingiamstuckinlimboandits

frustrating.

Mzwakhe

Weatthemallnowchillingiwasn'tgoingtodrive

anotherfourhoursohno.Wearrivedinstyleihired

helicopterstoflyusbackhome.Nonhleand



Ayandawereheadedbacktohishouseandwe

camehere.Thegirlfromyesterdaywalksthroughin

acuteworkoutfit,myheartbeatsacertainkindof

way.

Me:What..What

Thabiso:UnentombiMzwakhe

Me:Ngiyakwazilokho

Thabiso:Foryoursakeihopeyoudo

Thiscan'tbeacoincidencetheuniverseistryingto

tellmesomething.

Thabiso:Soyouhaveplansforthismission

Me:Nohealreadygotthemessage,theonlythingi

amgoingtodoismakeithardforthemtotakeme

down.Iamnotscaredofanybodytheycancomeat

mealltheywant,idon'tcare

Thabiso:Youalwaysdon'tcare



Ourordercomeshmmthislooksyummy.

Nonhle

IwasinmyelementPhindilecametocheckonme.

Hewasintheloungewatchingmemakefoodinhis

kitchen.

Ayanda:Yougoinghardonthatbottle

Phindile:Anythingtotakethepainaway

Me:Whatpain

Phindile:Everythingsorrytobethebarrierofbad

newsbuthaveyoutalkedtoSamkelo

Ayanda:Shedoesn'tneedtotalktohim

Me:Itsokayihavetotalktohim

Phindile:Youknowthathissonisspiritualalmost

strongasiam

Me:Ngizokhulumanaye



Phindile:Good

Ishouldhavethedecencytotalktohimandlethim

go,thisshouldn'tturnintoafight.

Phindile:Isthatanorange

Me:Grapefruit

Ayandasmiles.

Phindile:No

Me:Yes

Shelaughs.Thatsexactlyhowilaughedwhenisaw

thegrapefruit,iwassosurprisedtheynotevenin

seasonandyesididanditwasgood.

Phindile:Ohwelliwishyouallthebest..Ihavetogo



Me:Youjustgothere

Phindile:Igotkidsandamanhoney

Me:Ayandaarethereanylunchboxes

Ayanda:Mengaphosisialaphayaishalofulokuqala

(Ifiamcorrectthefirsttopshelf)

Me:Okay
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Phindile

Iwasstandinginthemiddleoftheroaddead

bodieseverywhere.Myhandswerebloodymyheart

wasracing...Iwakeupgasping.

Mzwakhe:Yini

Me:Celaungipheamanzi

Hegetsoffthebed,hewalksoutandscreamsat

somebody.



Mzwakhe:Thereyougo

Me:Thankyou

Igulpdownthewater.

Mzwakhe:Wathukanjemamakwenzenjandidyou

seesomething

Me:Blood

Mzwakhe:What

Me:Iseealotofbloodshediseedeadbodiesandi

seebloodonmyhands

Mzwakhe:Amidying

Me:Somethingbigiscominganditsgoingtocost

usourlives

Mzwakhe:Can'tyoustopit

Helaughs.



Mzwakhe:Ngiyadlalamommy

Me:Letmegetreadyforwork

Myphonerings.

Me:MrsDlomo

Rato:Heyhopethisisnotabadtime

Me:Noeverythingisfinewhatsup

Rato:Ineednoiamthrowingmyhusbanda

surprisepartyandineedyourhelp

Me:Idon'tcomecheap

Rato:Ibetterrecognize

Welaugh.

Nonhle



Ayandawasnervousaboutthiswholemeetup.I

amnervousmyself,butidon'tthinkanythingwill

happentome.

Me:IamleavingnowAyandastopsulkingiamwith

younow

Ayanda:Iamnotsulking

Me:Nothingisgoingtohappentome

Ayanda:Thatsnotwhatiamafraidof

Ican'treadmindsbuticantellheisnotworried

aboutmysafety.

Me:Canyouatleastgivemethebenefitofthe

doubt,theleastyoucandoistrustthatiwillmake

therightdecisionandchoice

Ayanda:Okaywaithere



Hedisappearssomewhereandcomesbackwitha

box.

Ayanda:Youpressthisincaseofanemergency,

wearthisearringssoiknowwhereyouareshould

youbeunabletocallforhelpthesewilltellmeif

youinadangerzone

Me:ReallyAyandaallthis..Okay

Ayanda:Mpiloiswaitingforyououtsideifyou

decidetodosomeshoppingletmeknow.Ifyou

goingtoseePhindileletmeknow

Me:Okay

Hekissesmenothingisgoingtohappen.

Phindile

Leratoandherhusbandcamebywithherkids.

Mzwakhecomesout.



Mzwakhe:Yiso

Nka:Skhulu

Rato:Youmykindofgirl

Ipreparedacheeseboard,somemeatplattersand

champagneforher.Sheisbeautifulandclearly

lovesherself,ithinkiamgoingtolikeheraswell.

Mzwakhewantsmetolookacertainkindofway

andshewillhelpmeinthelongrun.

Rato:ThesearemybeautifulkidsKwaneleand

esihle

Mzwakhe:ThankGodsheissleeping

Hewhisperstheychuckle.

Mzwakhe:Wegoingtoloveandleaveyoubeautiful

ladies



Hekissesmycheekandtheyleave.

Rato:Thankyouforagreeingpeopletellmeyoua

beastatwhatyoudo

Me:Thankyouthankyouthesecouchesopenup

youcanjustplaceherhere

Rato:Thankyousogirlfirstcongratulations,

Mzwakhethealpha

Me:Stop

Welaugh.

Nonhle

HecamewithSmangelethismeetingisstrictly

betweenus.Shefixesherselfandpullsherhair

back,igag.Awaitermakestheirwaytomesmiling.



Waiter:Tableforone

Me:Nothankiammeetingsomeoneoverthere

Hewalkswithmewegettothetable,heopensthe

chairformeandasksmewhatiwould.Iwantwater

onlytocoolmeoff,theirlooksarenolonger

intimidating.Igotakillersquadbackingme.

Me:Ithoughtthiswassupposedtojustyouandme

Samkelo:Ididn'twanttolosemycool

Me:Okay

Samkelo:WhereyoubeenNonhle

Me:Home

Samkelo:Home

Me:Yesiwenthomeandtheywerehappyto

welcomemeback

Hismindisaskingquestionshecan'tanswerletme



justputhimoutofhismisery.

Me:Thisshouldn'tbedifficultandpleasedon't

makeitdifficultitisoverbetweenus

Helaughs.

Samkelo:Ahmanthankyouineededthat

Me:Isleptwithanothermanwhenweleftthewhite

partyanditwasgood.Itwassogoodthatitopened

thedoorsforme

Myphonebeepsilookatit.

Samkelo:Here'swhat'sgoingtohappen.Ithinkyou

don'twantanythingtohappentoyourlovedones

right,sinceyoualreadyinyouareperfectforthis

job.Youwillgatherinformationforusinformation

wecanusetotakethemdown



Sma:Mawungakwenzilokhoigazilomndeniwakho

lizobaezandlenizakho

Me:YouthreateningmeSamkelo

Samkelo:Youshouldhavethoughtaboutthat

beforeyouwentandopenedyourlegs.Don'tyou

darebreathawordaboutSmangele,yourmine

rememberthat

Theybothgetupandwalkaway.Idrinkmywater

Sakhilestandsbeforememyheartstartsracing.Oh

noheputshishandsinhispocketsandlooksatme,

itakemythingsandwalkouthefollowsme.Ipull

myphoneoutwithouthimseeingit,hecomesin

frontofmeandsnatchesmybagilaugh.

Phindile

Chillingwithratoandgettingtoknowherwaslovely.

Sheiscoolandbubbly,warmheartediseewhat

attractedNkanyiso.Shehasthatthingtheywere

nowbackmakingsomuchnoiseicouldn'tdeal.



ThelittlegirlwassoecstatichoggingMzwakhe,the

liftopensSakhileandNonhleentershewasplaying

withherfingersandSakhilewasangry,icouldfeel

it.

Ratotakesherkidandwalksaway.

Mzwakhe:Whatswrong

Hethrowsthatbagathimwithsomuchforce,it

hitshimonhisfacehecloseshiseyesandclench

hisjaws.Hegoestothemandkicksthecoffeetable,

theygetupandstandfarawayaretheyfighting.

Sakhile:Eyyaziwenaungijwayelakabi

Hesaysthatchuckling.



Sakhile:Ungijwayelakabi

Hesmackshimrightacrossthefacesomething

movesinmeiclosemyeyesandleanback.

Sakhile:Wenaungenzakanjemybestfriend,my

brotherthisiswhatyoudotome.Uyabhebha

manjekumnandi

Hetriestosmackhimagain,Mzwakhekickshimhe

falls.HegetsupquicklyMzwakhesendshimto

floortheyfight.Mymindzonesoutiheadtothe

balcony,igrabachairanduseittoclimbup.

"Phindile"
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Nonhle



WhywasSakhileevenfollowingme,that'sifhewas

andthantheyfight.Phindilealmostjumpingoffthe

balconyjusttostopthefight,hecticnobodywas

talkingandineededtosaywhatihavetosay.She

comesdowndressedup,whereisshegoing.

Me:Uyaph

Phindile:Work

Me:Theytriedtokillyourman

Phindile:Hisnotdead

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Itistakingmyallnottogoandkillthe

livinghelloutofhim

Me:Okaycalmdownwedon'twantyousnapping,

whydidyouwanttokillyourself

Phindile:Iamnotgoingtositandwatchhimbeing

attackeditwaseitherorofwithhishead

Theylookather.



Me:Sityourassdown

ShethrowsherselfonthecouchnexttoMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe

Thisiswhyididn'ttellhimhehitsmeinfrontof

everyone.Wefightandmygirlfriendwastojump

overthebalcony.Sakhileissensitivetothecore,

whenhebreakshebreakswhetheritwasmyplace

ornotidon'tcare.

Me:Youcancalmdownnowitsnotgoodforyou

Phindile:Couldn'tyouhavetalkedliketwogrown

men

Thabiso:Sakhile

Sakhile:Iamsorryheliedtomehedidn'ttellme

whatwasgoingon



Thabiso:Iamsureitwaswithgoodreasonitdidn't

havetoturnwithyoualmosttakingyoureyeballs

out

Me:Ididn'ttellyoubecausethisisexactlyhowi

knewthingsweregoingtobelikeyouslapme

Sakhile,youmightaswellpissonme

Sakhile:Yeahwellyoudeservedit

Me:Okay

Sakhile:Andyousowillinglytrustherhowsureare

yousheisnotgoingtobetrayuslikeJames

Me:UngenaphiuJameskulento

Thabiso:Mzwakhewhatisgoingon

Me:SomewhileagoNonhletoldmeSmangelewas

datingsomeoneelseherboyfriend,shetoldmethat.

ShetoldmethatSabeloisAndile'sbrother

Thabiso:What

Sakhile:Nonhleithoughtwecool

Nonhle:Haibowhoareyoutotellmeiowedyou

thatkindofloyalty,alotofpeoplenoabout



Smangeledidtheytellyouno

Me:MamaPhindile

Phindile:Mmm

Me:Wefixedthingsnowdon'tbemad

Iknowiwillbethelaughingstockidon'tcareand

thewayLindaniislookingathim.Hesobadly

wantstolaugh.

Sakhile

Ican'tbelieveMzwakheiamsohurtand

disappointment,yeahyesterdaywasn'tsupposedto

turnoutlikethat.Heshouldhavetoldmeiatleast

deservedthat,thedooropensandcloses.He

climbsonthebedandhugme.

Me:Don'ttouchme



Wefightbutheholdsmetight.

Me:Whywouldyoudothistome

Mzwakhe:Ihadtobrolookatyouright

Me:Mzwakheyouknow

Hebringsmeclosertohimmyvoiceisbreaking

andnowiamcrying.

Me:Ihateyou

Mzwakhe:Iloveyouihadtodothis,iwasshocked

myselfthere'snothingmoreiwantedthantogetrid

ofher

Me:Ineedaminutetomyself

Mzwakhe:Nowegoingtostayherelikethisand

youcanhaveaminutetoyourself

Isighhewon'tbackdownhegetsofmeandgetsin



thecovers,mytearsarejustpouring.

Nonhle

Thatwashecticbutithinktheygotoveritihopeso.

MyheadwasrestingonAyanda'schesthewas

brushingmyback,whilekissingmyforehead.

Ayanda:Musthavebeenhardforyou

Me:Notreallythiswasmyescapeplan

Ayanda:Sweetrevenge

Me:Noextraspicy

Welaugh.

Me:ButGodhadanotherplanformeamuchmore

betterplan

Ayanda:Howmanysiblingsdoyouhave

Me:Four



Ayanda:Ubaniomdala

Me:IwishitwasmebutVumileistheoldestthan

Lethu,Thami,Sfundoandme

Ayanda:Wellihavenine

Me:Yourfathermusthavebeenreallybusy

Ayanda:Youhavenoideawhathappenedwasafter

thefourfirstboys.Thabiso,Mzwakhe,Nhlakanipho

andSbusisoyouhaven'tmethim.Thancame

Ntando,PhamandlaandusLuyandaandithanwe

thoughtokayhewasdone,nopethancamealong

LindokuhleafterLindo.Keacamehaibo

Me:Samemother

Ayanda:NohewascheatingonMzwakhe'smom

withourmommayherbelovedsoulcontinue

restinginpeace

Me:Doesthatmeaniamgoingtohavetwins

Ayanda:Idon'tknowmaybebecausegrandmaisa

twin,wehavenoideawherethosepeopleare

Me:Thatsinteresting



Ayanda:Weaninterestingbunch

Wekissandaknockonthedoordisturbus.

Ayanda:Yinikodwangena

Theyenter.

Me:Howdidiknowitsyou

Phindile:Youcomingbacktowork

Me:Iwillthinkaboutitorwecanjustworkhere

Phindile:Mzwakhedoesn'twantmeworkinghere

wereallygetintoit,ohwellokay

Sheleaves.

Phindile



Inmidstofitallthesnakehadtoshoweup.I

haven'tseenhiminawhile.

Me:Heytherebigboy

Ibrushthetopofitsheadheshootshistongueout.

Me:Youmissmeimissyoutoomybigbadscarry

baby

Hegoesdownandcoilshimselfiamnotgoing

home,ifhewantssomethinghewilljusthavetodo

ithere.Heslowlywrapshisbodyallthewayupand

disappearsinme,ileavetheroomandheadto

Sakhile'sienter.Theylooksocutetogether,i

transformtoasnake...iclimbonthebedandcoil

myselfihopetheydon'tshootme.
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Sakhile

Iwasawakebutstillkeptmyeyesclosed.

Mzwakhe'slegwascausingstrainonmine,i

removeitofmeitdoesn'tmove.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Mmmm

Me:Susaunyawolwakhophezukwami

Mzwakhe:Unyawolanimanje

Iopenmyeyesialmostpeeonmyself.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Sakhilecanijustsleepinpeace

Me:Youhoeyouwon'tbesleepinginpeace

Mzwakhe:What



Hevigorouslygetsupbutcan'tmovehislegs.

Me:Don'tyoudaremove

Mzwakhe:Thefuck

Itslayingtherebyourlegsonewrongmovefromus

wedead.

Me:Whatdowedo

Mzwakhe:Idon'tknowitsnoteverydaywewakeup

withasnakechillingonthebed

Me:Stopscreamingyougoingtowakeitup

Mzwakhe:Youalsoscreaming

Me:Okayokay

Wegentlyandquicklyremoveourlegsunderthe

snakethangetofthe,igrabmygun.



Mzwakhe:ReallySakhile

BeforeicanpullthetriggerLindokuhleenters,

smackingthegunoutofmyhand.Ishootthe

ceiling,wewakeitup.ItSlidesdownthebedLindo

opensthedoor,sheslitherout.

Lindo:Niyasangaemakhanda

Mzwakhe:Ithinkijustpeedonmyself

Welaugh.

Me:Yiniwenaawubonicishesashona

Lindo:Youidiotsthatisthequeen

Us:What

Lindo:Yourealizeyoucouldhavekilledherandyou

wereaimingforthehead.Pleasedon'teverfight

becauseyougoingtokillher



Mzwakhe

Thatwashellascaryandembarrassing.Lindokuhle

iscrazyhowdoesoneactcalminfrontofsucha

dangerous,cunninganimal.Ihaven'tseenPhindile

sinceyesterdayiwonderwhatsheisupto.

Ientermyroomifindhersleeping,ifsheisnot

sleepingsheiszoningout.Isthiswhatitslikebeing

spiritualhavingnolife,justservingtheancestors

shelooksupithoughtshewassleeping.

Me:Ithoughtyouwereasleep

Phindile:Nojustresting

Isitnexttoherandkissher.

Phindile:Imissedyou



Me:Ngempela

Shekissesmeagainandagainandallovermyface.

Phindile:Youokayyoulookedpuzzled

Ilookathershehasthatsamestrongscaryaura

thesnakehad.Itisweirdshetheseamazing

powers,similartowhatwebeentoldgrowingup.

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:AyubaniuMzwakhemanje

Phindile:Whatswrongbabe

Maybeiamreadingtoomuchintoit,igetontopof

herandsuckherboobs.

Phindile



IscaredthelifeoutofMzwakheheisfreakedout

understandably,solongtheydon'tfighttheywon't

seeme.

Hegrabbedmythighandwenthardhittingitfrom

thesideilosemyselfinthemoment.

Me:Aaaaah

Hechangeshispositionandgetsinbetweenmyleg,

heputstheotheroverhisshoulderandpounds

harder.

Me:Aaaah...Yesbaby...Rightthere

Sakhile

Ifeelloveintheair,theatmosphereisdifferentthey

playingmusicwhatsgoingon.Nonhlewasinthe

kitcheneverybodyelsewaslounging.



Me:Mommyiamsorryifiscaredyouorquestioned

youiknowyoudon'towemeanyloyalty

Nonhle:Itsokayreallyalthoughiwanteddramabut

wecool

Ichuckle.

Me:Howlongtheybeentogether

Nonhle:Don'tdothistoyourself

Me:Pleaseijustwanttoknow

Nonhle:Iamnotreallysureifshebeforethebaby

mamaorafterbutitsbeenalongtimeclosetofive

years

Me:Wow

Nonhle:Iamreallysorryboonowtheythreatening

myfamily

Me:Canitrustyou



Nonhle:Idon'tknowiamgullible

WelaughohSmangeleiwishyouburninhell.
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Mzwakhe

Iwasn'tfeelingthisheistyouknowyourgutnever

lies,butiamalsonotonetobackawayfroma

challengeandthiswasarealchallenge.

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Gatsheni

Hehasn'tforgivenmethatmuchiknowbutwenot

fightinganytimesoon.

Sakhile:Idon'twanttobewiththatgirlanymore

andiamhappythetruthcameout



Me:Okaywhatdoyouproposewedo

Sakhile:Wecan'tsendNonhletoaburningfire

Ayandawillkillus

Me:Herfamily

Sakhile:Shehastogobackhomeforawhileand

showthemsheisnotscared

Me:Whatwereyouevendoingthere

Sakhile:Ijusthappenedtobethere

Me:Youwasn'tfollowingher

Sakhile:No

Me:Okay

IhavesomethingplannedforSmangeleitstimeigo

backtotodisinfectingsomeroaches.

Phindile

Thisthingofdroppingofftheboysfirstthanthey

takemetoworkisstrenuous.Itstenhoursof



drivingforJames,buthedoesn'tmindiwasfeeling

veryoverwhelmedandanxious.Whenthathappens

somethingbadoccurs.

Me:YouknowJames

James:Wenotarguingaboutthis

Me:Butlookyougoingtodrivebackanotherten

yearsandthen

James:Iknowhowtomanagemytimewhenits

overitsover

Me:Okaynousearguing

Isigh.

James:Khululekankosazaneayikhointo

Hedoesn'tfinishhissentenceatruckcomes

smashingintothecar,myearsring.



Mzwakhe

WewerebriefingNonhle.Nonhlesheisasmart

cheekjustthatahmanherbrainworksonitsown

time.

Ayanda:Nenzaninentombiyami

Me:Hellotoyoutoo

Nonhle:Ahyousawthemkissingwowthisisgold

Sakhile:Ayandaawukahleyinimanje

Ayanda:Ican'tkissmygirl

Sakhile:Noyoucan'tmove

Ayanda:Haibo

Welaugh.

Me:SoAyanda



Ayanda:Nothappening

Me:Bro

Ayanda:That'sstupidtheyhaveVumilenothingis

goingtohappen

Myphonerings.

Me:Bafo

Phamandla:PhindileandJameshavebeenhit

Me:What

Phamandla:Theyherenow

Sakhiletakesthephonefrommemymindshuts

down,theyrushoutandleavemegluedtothe

couch.

Sakhile

Allthecarspullupatthehospital,Thabisois



shoutingateveryone.Howdideveryonenotsee

thiswhydidn'tthealarmsring.

Thabiso:Nikhamisile...ShutupuphiuMzwakhe

Hisminddoesn'tworkthatoneeverytime

somethingbadhappenstoPhindile,hedoesn't

jumpittakesawhileforhismindtojumpstartand

comebacktolife.

Me:ForgetaboutMzwakheletsgo

Nickitellsustheyinthewaitingroom,wegetthere

theylaughinganddrinkingcoffee.Phindilehasa

bandagearoundherwrist,theirclothesaretorn

whatthehellhappened.

Me:Mommy

Phindile:Ohheyguys



Thabiso:Nihlekakanjankodwanisengoziniyemoto

Phindile:Sizikhulumelaumsanganonjeweleaving

now

Wehelpthemuptheygroaninpainnowiknow

whatMzwakheisfeeling.Seeingherhurtparalyzes

you,shelimps.

Phindile:Okayiamgoingtoneedsomebodytohold

me

Mzwakhe

Mymindcanseewhatsheisgoingtodobutmy

bodyisunabletoact,shesplashesthebucketof

coldwateronme.

Nonhle:Heysnapoutofityiniinkingayakho

Me:Uyahlanyayiniwena



Nonhle:Undwazeleni

Me:Wangithelangamanzi

Nonhle:Thisishowyoushouldhaveactedwhen

youweretoldPhindilegotintoanaccident.You

wanttohitmenowidareyou

Me:Valaumlomowakho

Iheadupstairsshelaughs,ichangethiscan'tbe

myenemiesthispersonwasclearlysendinga

message.Itextmycrewtocheckinoneofthem

willshow,whoisontothem.

Me:Yellowbone

Nonhle:Yeshandsome

Me:Canyoupleaseordersomefoodanddrinksand

somethingforPhindile

TheliftopensOlwethuenters.



Olwethu:Iheardwhathappenedhowisshearethey

okay

Nonhle:NotmuchhappenedSakhilesaidtheyon

theirway

Olwethu:OhmyGodhowareyoudoing

Me:Iamdoingjustfine

Ileavethem.

Olwethu:Hisnottakingitwell

Nonhle:Atall

Theylaugh.

Sakhile

Wearrivehomehecalledeveryonetheyinagood

mood.



Me:Mzwakhe

Ndu:Haiboandthanubanikodwaloobefuna

ukubulalaumuntuwami

Mzwakhe:Umuntuwakhohaibo

Ndu:Mommy

Me:Yiniwena

Ndu:Awukahle

MelusipopshisknucklesMzwakheandistareat

eachother.

Mzwakhe:Takeherupstairs

Hewatcheshershetakesthefirststepandholds

ontoNdumiso.

Ndu:Iwillcarryyou



Linda:WeNdumisoufunaukufa

Ndu:Awlaskhuluzingathathana

Thato:Don'tdothatyougoingtohurther

Mzwakhe:Weelaskhulukifkifkif

Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe:Ngimnikaumuntuuyathithizalahawu

hambauyovulaumnyangoyoushidi

Welaugh.Hecarrieshershewincealittlebit,they

headup.

Me:Nibekwayinila

Linda:Sibizweuyena

Me:Ohsenitholileukuthkwenzakalen



Nonhlecomesthroughlookingfly.

Me:Hmhmhmhm

Thabiso:Uwelo

Linda:Ithangaelifreshkanje

Me:Dammgirlgoingsomewhere

Ayanda:Iamwow

Nonhle:Takeapicturehowdoyoustopthedoors

fromclosing

Me:Landaicameralapho

Ayanda:Camerayaniasambe

Nonhle:HawuAyandaBhenguphela

Ayanda:Ayay

Theyleave.
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Mzwakhe

Jameswasexplainingwhathappened,ithinkthe

medicationhasdruggedhim.Heisnotmakingany

senseidon'tknowwhatkindofmedicationthe

hospitaluses.

Sakhile:James

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Uyazizwaukuthuthini

James:Ngiyanitshelabafana

Me:Idon'twanttowakePhindileupbutifwhatyou

sayistruesomebodyismessingwithme.Ineed

youtofindoutanythingandeverythingabout

Melusi

James:Heisshadythatone

Me:Yazimajitaiskhathisokuzilungiselamanje

imamalethekhonaimpiezayo.Melesibashaye



kuqala

Sakhile:Andile

Me:Hegotthemessagethatonebutheain'tresting

soupdateeverythingandbeonthelow

Sakhile:Ispani

Me:Youknowineverbackdownfromachallenge

Sakhile:Uyakhulumakemanje

Phindile

Allofthishasnothingtodowithmebutahectic

warhasstarted.Iamgratefulwesurvivedandthe

ladiesbeingheretocheckonme.

Rato:Uphilomunyeusis

Me:Weakajoliakajolisekhohliwenayimi

Welaugh.



Rato:Okayiwanttoinviteyoutomyhomedon't

bringyourboyfriendsthankyouverymuch

MzwakhewalksinwithSakhilehelooksatus.

Me:Icanhelpyou

Mzwakhe:Uhlanganaphezindabenizami

Me:Angikhuluminaweangihlangenefuth

Mzwakhe:Ukhulumanamikanjalo

Me:Ngiyaxolisa

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Nganikodwamommy

Me:Icanhookyouupwithsomeonereallyfinebut

youcan'tsleepwiththembuticanalsohookyou

upinthatdepartment

Mzwakhe:Haibousunebhizinisilomaqhwayiza(You



runningaprostitutioncompanynow)

Me:ItwillhelpkeepSmangeleawayninetypercent

youwon'tbeabletoescapeher

Mzwakhe:Why

Me:Bamnikaintoyokuthiamadodaazifelengaye

aphendukeizilima(Theygivehersomepotionthat

attractsmalesanddrivethemcrazy)

Voice:Yoyourgirlfriendishere

Me:Thinkaboutwhatisaid

Olwethu:Wegoingtoheaddownourselvesweleft

somemeatontheoven

Mzwakhe:AwOlwethuanginixoshi

Olwethu:Relaxhoney

Welaugh.



Mzwakhe:Iwasnotchasingthemoutnjalo

Me:Theyunderstoodtheassignment

Mzwakhe:Howyoufeeling

Me:Painhereandthereiamexhausted

Mzwakhe:Rememberanything

Me:Notreallyiremembermyearsringingbecause

theystillringing

Mzwakhe:Didn'tseeanythingnopressure

Me:Youknowifiamnotmeanttoknowaboutiti

forgetaboutthisoneisonyouandiamthetarget

Hesighs.

Sakhile

Isobadlywanttoslapherfacethesightofherjust

annoysme.

Sma:Youokay



Me:Idon'tknowyoutellme

Sma:Sorry

Me:Mawubonaminaubonaislimakubhaliwela

ukuthSakhileislimasomfanangizosikhohlisanje

kungabiindabazalutho(Doilooklikeafooltoyou,

whenyouseemeitswrittenSakhileisafoolamere

manwhodoesn'tknowanything.Hecanbeeasily

fooledwithnorepercussions)

Sma:Sakhilebabewhatsgoingon

Me:Yewenantombazaneungalingeungisanganele

yezwaugcinilenamhlanjengicelauthathe

ongokwakhouhambeyezwa

Sma:Sakhile

Me:Njengamanje

Myshoutingstartlesheriamholdingmyselffrom

breakinginfrontofher.

Me:Smangelejustgetyourthingsandleaveinever



wanttoseeyouagainitisoverbetweenus

Thobani:Hewon'taskyouagain

Sma:Thobaniididn'tdoanythingwhatishe

accusingmeoff

Thobani:GoodbyeSmangele

Sma:Sakhile

Ifididn'tknowthethingsiknowaboutherand

actuallydidn'tseehermakingoutwiththatguy.Her

crocodiletearswouldreallybeworking,butihavea

strongteambehindmeandtheynotgoingtolet

anythinghappentome.Smangeleyourdaysof

makingmeafoolareover.

Andile

Smangelewasspeakinggibberishandcryingover

thephone,ilookatSamkelowhatdidhedothis

monkey.



Me:Smangelecalmdown

Sma:Andile

Me:Stopcryingandtelluswhathappened

Sma:Hebrokeupwithme

Me:Who

Sma:Sakhile

Me:What

Sma:Iknewthathafferwasgoingtoratmeoutand

guesswhatshedid.Theykickedmeoutofthe

penthouseandbarredmefromentering

Samkelo:Yeahbringherin

Me:OkaySmangelewecomingtogetyoustayput

ForsuchasmartladyNonhlecanbereallydumb.

Me:Sendtheteamdown



Mzwakhe

Alrightletthegamesbeginwewerelisteningto

theirconversation.Sheknewthoseearringsand

deviceswouldgetherintotrouble,soleftthemin

thecarbutweinstalledalistendevicetoherphone.

"Youthinkyoucanleavemybrothernow"

Wedon'tknowwhoiswhowejustknowsheis

captured.

"Itoldyoushewasgoingtopimpmeoutitoldyall"

ThatmustbeSmangele

"Meeewhatdidido"

"Cutthecrap"



Shescreams.

Sma:"OkaySamkelothere'sisnoneedtobe

physical"

"WhatdidyousayNonhle"

Nonhle:"YouslappedmeSamkelo"

"Getthisfooloutofhereallofyou...youtalk"

Hecockshisgun.

Nonhle:"Hesawyou"

"What"



Nonhle:"Hesawthemfromthetimewewenttothe

restaurantandwhentheylefttherestaurantand

decidedtokiss"

"Youknowthathow"

Nonhle:"Takealookatthis"

"Ahmaranidomahnidomokwangempela,yini

nibeiziphukuphukukanje.UbuyaphSmangele

ubuyaph"

Ayanda:Iamin

Wealsohackinghislaptopwhateverhedoes,will

alsohappenonourside.Weshallknoweverything

abouthisdealing,theminutehestrikesiamtaking

himdown.



Sakhile:Sowhatnow

Me:WedealwithMelusi

Sakhile:Youokay

Ayanda:Iamfine

Sakhile:Do

Ayanda:Isaidiamfinewhatistheissue

Heshoutsathim.

Sakhile:Okayphelaungangidli

NonhlewillbelookingforAyandatodosomething

aboutthis,ourassesneedtowatchhimveryvery

veryveryclosely.

[06/06,15:14] :106



Mzwakhe

Theboyssaidtheywanttohaveapartyoftheir

separatefromtheoneRatoisplanning.Iwaslike

dotheywanttodie,becausethat'swhat'sgoingto

happen.Theywanttopartywhilemybabyisbeing

attacked.MyphoneringsahMxolisiwhatdoeshe

want.

Me:Yebo

Mxolisi:Mzwakhewhatareyoudoingtomyfamily

Me:YinimanjeMxolisi

Mxolisi:WhyismysontellingmePhindilewasinan

accidentyeahMzwakhewhatisgoingon

Me:Yaziuyanqamukaangikuzwa

Irubthephonefacedownonthecouch.

Me:Huhuthiniangizwaubuyeufonebye



Ihungup.

Phindile:Hey

Me:Mamawhyareyouup

Phindile:Igottiredofsleeping

Me:Ohnanguubhutiwakhoefona

Phindile:Heisprobablyonhiswaybackheislike

that,doesn'ttellyouwhenheisleavingorcoming

back

Me:UthiMjtoldhimthatyougotintoanaccident,

whatisgoingonwiththelittleguy

Shesighs.

Phindile:Eishbabe

Me:Heisyou

Phindile:Iguessbyexperiencingchildabuseopen



uphis3rdeye

Me:Usazobaworse(Ishegoingtogetworse)

Phindile:Ineedtoknowwhyihavethisgiftafter

that.Ithinkicanhelphimchannelitproperly

insteadofjustblurtingitout,buthetrustyouand

openlyacknowledgesyouhowgreatyouhavebeen

tohim

Me:Thosearemykidsnowidon'tcareifwebreak

uporMxolisidoeswhat,theymyboys

Phindile:Ngiyabonga

Ismileperfectmomenttobringuptheseparate

party.

Andile

Ididnotseethisonecomingineverexpectedit.

ThewaitSmakelo'sroomwasfilledwithbulletsall

over,whenialloverimeanalloverwecan'tevengo

insidebecausetheygoingtopokeus.



Smanga:Dammsniperbullet

Hesayspickingoneup.

Me:UyalungayaziubuyaphinoSmangele

umshayelaniuNonhle.Isthisbroadeliminated

Sabelo:Youneedahitmanjustlikehimgoodas

him

Me:Lookatthemessyoucreated

Ishakemyhead.

Sandile:Lelooliphethe

Samkelo:Ithasmynameengravedonit

Me:Niceoneihopehedoeskillyoubecauseyouan

idiottogetherwithyourgirlfriend

Sabelo:Thatsnotnice



Me:Shutupyoufool

Mzwakhe

Thegentspulledupwewereallchillinginthe

theaterroom.NonhleenterswithAyandacarryinga

laptopthegentswhistle.

Phindile:Ayphelaselokhesajolaasaziwanokuth

sobani

Nonhle:Shame

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Heysexyladies

Them:Mommy

Nonhle:Okaywhyamihere

Phindile:Rememberthatshowweoncewatched

Nonhle:Wewatchalotofshows



Phindile:Nakedsnctm

Nonhle:No

Phindile:Hewasblabberingtometheboyswanta

separatepartyblahblahblah

Shelaughshard.

Nonhle:Thef***youlettingmymandothat

Phindile:Itsonenightoffunandthatsit,connect

metothescreen

Sakhile:EngabeyiniloNakedheemommyNaked

Welaugh.Sheplaysavideoporncomesonthe

gentsturnandlookather,shelaughsandpress

pause.

Phindile:Ahyoushouldhaveseenyourfaces

Sakhile:Kadengabonaukuthugangilewena



mommy

Sheplaysanothervideo.

Phindile:Itssortofadocumentaryaboutaman.He

ownsoneofthemosterroticclubforpeople,who

wishtoexpresstheirsexualdesiresonanother

levelwithoutbeingjudged

Nonhle:Wecandoitinthemostclassiestwayever

Phindile:Todothatweneedaprivateplaceand

money

Theylookateachother.

Me:Yougoingtobeokaywithmedoingthat

Phindile:Areyounottheonewhocametome

Me:Okayokayokaywedonotneedtogothere

Phindile:Okayweneedtogowhenwegetback



Phindile

WeonourwaytoNkanyiso'shouse.Iamsureitis

asbeautifulasthebothofthem,ialsoneeda

breather.

Olwethu:Idon'trememberwhenwasthelasttime

wecamehere

Sindi:Wasizondawasizondaumuntungento

engekho

Theylaugh,wepullupinsomeestate.

Nonhle:Wow

Sindi:Ialmostforgothowbeautifulthishouseis

WearewelcomebythelovelyMrsDlomo.



Rato:Wozaniphela

Wefollowher.

Olwethu:Ratoyourhousestilllooksbreathtaking

howdoyoudo

Me:Itsjustsopeaceful

Rato:Thankyouladiessowelcomeagainigot,

champagne,juice,water,wineandsomesiders

Nonhle:Girldon'tbeexposingourghettosidenow

Me:Juiceformethankyou

Rato:Thankyouforcoming

Sindi:Thisisgood

Rato:Onlythebesthoney

Nonhlesnapsherfingers.



Rato:Okayladiesigotsuckedupinthatworld,i

knewthatwasn'tthecaseandtheyfedmelies.

Howtheboyspaidsomuchattentiontoyou

Me:Youknowbecomesopassionateinhatingon

otherwomen

Nonhle:Whichispettyandstupid

Me:Andwesimplydon'thavetimeforit

Olwethu:Wereallyloveyouandreallysorryforany

badblood

Mzwakhe

Me:Nkanyisomybru

Weclearlydidn'tanticipateitwouldbeonthislevel.

Nka:Guysratoiscrazyifshesawmedoingthis.I

meanofcourseiwantitbutdamnyourgirlfriends

Me:Aykeimamamelibuyalizofunaimpendulo



meningenayobyebyeorgyparty

Them:No

Welaugh.

Me:Wedoingit..Okayseniyoshiyaamakhadienu

bafethu

Imisshernowitexther.

Phindile

WeweredancingandtwerkingtoMarieCarry

classicsandtheboysdecidetoshowunannounced.

Hesaysnothingandjustpullsmyhand,wewalk

throughthislongpassagerighttilltheend.He

opensthedoorweenterandhelocks.

Heislookingatmedamnheissosexy,hekisses



me.Iamalittlebittipsyandicantellitsgoingtobe

longnight.

Me:Whatwasthatfor

Mzwakhe:NgiyakuthandaPhindileangisoze

ngiphindengikuyeke,nomasingaxabanakodwa

angikudedeli(Iloveyouandiamneverlettingyou

goevenifwefightingyouain'tgoingnowhere)

Me:Weebatata

Welaugh,igodownonmykneesandpullshis

pantsdown.Hebiteshislipandlooksup.
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Sakhile

Isleptpeacefulknowingthatiain'tnevergoingto

seethatwomaneveragain.Ratowelcomeduswith

lovinghands,theywerepreparingfoodforeveryone

iamfamished.



Rato:Whoiswiththatbeautifulvoice

Olwethu:Phindile

Rato:Haibo

WecouldhearhersingingandMzwakheplayingthe

piano.Heplaysthepianowhenheisstressedout

orgoingthroughthemost,myphoneringsdammiti

forgottoblockher.Ideclinehercallthanblockher

immediately.

Thabiso:Iwishtheyremainlikethis

Me:Youandibothskhulu

Thabiso:Asprinkleofhergoesalongway

Thobani:Maseeyadakwakeumnganiwakho

Me:HeyMzwakhemaybealotofthingsbutdeep

down,deepdeepdownheisalovingmanyoujust

havetobreakthebarriers



Thobani:Ain'tnobodygottimeforthat

Welaugh.

Nka:Hi

Rato:Heyhusband

Hedishesoutforhimselfmanofthehouse,the

doorbellringsheattendstoit.Sometimesitsgood

togetsomefreshairratodidn'tlikeusthatmuch

andlookatusnow.

Nka:Didsomeoneordermeat

Olwethu:ItmustbeforPhindile

Nka:Sheeatsmeatinthemornings

Shecaneatawholecowifitwasuptoher.



Me:Youwouldn'tunderstand

Phindile

Somethingwashappeningtomeicouldn't

understandit.Thesnakewashereonlyicouldsee

it,ithoughtsingingwouldcalmmymindbutits

aggravatingmeevenmore.IcallSindiswaherand

Lindokuhlewillbeabletohelpme.

Mzwakhe:Youcoming

Me:Justgivemeaminutepleasengiyakucela

HeopensthedoorLindoandSindiarebythedoor.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatshappeningtomemybodyis

burningandmyskincravingtobreakout

Lindo:Youhavetochange

Me:What



Lindo:Youhavetochangeinto

Me:Noiamfarfromhome

Lindo:Itwillonlybeafewminutes

Me:Sindiswa

Sindi:Yougoingtobeokayjustlockthedoor

Theywalkoutthiscannotbehappening.

Mzwakhe

Ican'thelpbutworryaboutherihopeitsnothing

serious.

Thobani:Youokay

Me:IamfineweNkanyiso

Nka:Helltotheno

Me:Yourwithme



Shejoinsuslookingmuchmorecalmer.Shekisses

mycheek.

Phindile:Iamokaynowijustneedtogohome

please

Me:AwPhindilewetalkedaboutthis

Phindile:Exactlykantingihlalaphwhereismyhome

Me:Thefoodisfinishedbutyourmeatishere

Phindile:Thankyoubutiamnothungry

Sakhile:WenaPhindileunqabainyama

Phindile:Isthereaproblemwiththatiwanttogo

homeplease

Sheleavesthetable.

Me:Don'tworryRatopleasedon'tfeelbadshe'slike

thatwithallofus.

Sakhile:Unedlozithizeniyabodon'tstress



Me:Excuseme

Phindile

Ijustwantedtogohomeimeannodisrespectto

Lerato,herhusbandandherhome.Myskinwas

burningineededtobeinsyncwiththeancestors.

Me:Canyoudrivelittlefaster

Mzwakhe:Mamakantikwenzakalan

Me:Pleaseijustneedtogethomeplease

Mzwakhe:Okayokay

Iwaslayingonthebackseatquiveringmystomach

wasinknotsandiwascrying.

Mzwakhe:P

Me:Mzwakhejustdriveplease

Mzwakhe:Ngekephelamase



Me:Mzwakhengiyakucela

Icrylouderhestepsonit.

Nonhle

Phindilescaresthelifeoutofmeisawheranimal

thistime,itwasslitheringifeltlikeiwasgoingto

dieandihadtokeepmycool.Itcan'tbeeasytelling

peopleiamasnake.

Ayanda:Babe

Me:Yesmylove

Ayanda:Youokayyoulookoutofit

Wewenttothemallonlybecauseifearedformy

life.

Me:IamokayyouknowjustworriedaboutPhindile



Ayanda:Everythingokay

Me:Thatshernewnormalshehatesputting

pressureonanyoneorbringingthemhardship

Ayanda:Amiputtinganypressureonyouand

bringingyouhardship

Me:Ilikewherethisisgoing

Hekissesme.

"Nonhle"

Weturnaround.

Me:Rose

Rose:Hey

Me:Hi

Rose:Fancyseeingyouhere



Me:Mylovedecidedtotakemeout

Rose:Samkelo

Me:NoAyanda

Rose:Wowokayitwasniceseeingyou

Me:Mmm

Ayanda:Whoisthat

Me:Oneofmybrothersgirls

Ayanda:Youdon'tknowyourbrothersgirlfriend

Me:Theychangethemeverydayican'tkeepup

Helaughs.
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Mzwakhe

Itmakesmehappytoknowhergiftdoesn'ttrouble

herasmuch,whensheishereatthepenthouse.

Untilweknowwhatitisnosleepoveratother

places,mysoulisatpeace.Weareblessedwith



Thobani'sbabymama,whatisshedoinghereshe

hadanissuewithmygirl.Ahugecrushonmenow

she'sbackwhy.

Thobani:Whatareyoudoinghere

Sethu:Idon'twanttocauseanyproblemsshejust

missesyouandaskedtoseeherdaddy

Myfavoriterunstome,shestandsbymykneesand

tiltsherheadsmiling.Ilaughiwinkathershesits

down.

Sethu:Nonhlecomeonwefriends

Nonhle:Friendschilliain'tyourfriendthankyou

verymuch

Sethu:Okay

Nonhle:Whatiamnotherfriend



Welaughherphonerings.

Nonhle:Againwhat'swrongwiththemaniam

dating.She'sjealousimeanhaveyouseenAyanda

haveyouseenMrBhenguokaybye

Sethu:YoudatingAyanda

Nonhle:Thebothofthem

Sethu:Youdribblingbothman

Nonhle:Andtheyloveit

"Nonhle"

Nonhle:Okaywelaugh

Phindile

Wehadthehousetoourselvestheboyswereaway.

Sheisheretocausestirsometroubleandiamnot

hereforit.



Sethu:HelloPhindile

Me:Hi

Sethu:Iseeyousettlingverynicelyhere

Me:Iamthisismyhomenowigohomeon

weekends

Sethu:Mmmm

Leratoasfabulousassheiswillwantsomething

bigandextraordinary,yetsimpleandclassy.Iwas

lookingthroughmycatalogthemirrortableswould

benumberone.

Sethu:Howwouldyoufeelifyourmanwas

cheatingonyou

Mzwakhecheatsallthetime.



Me:Iwouldkillhimandfeedhimtothedogs

Sethu:Ifitoldyouiknewsomethingthatwouldtear

friendshipsapart

Me:Yourwillingtotearfriendshipsapart

Sethu:Notunlessyoudowhatitellyou

Shetakesoutagunandplacesitonthecoffee

table.

Mzwakhe

Thobani:Whatisshedoing

Thobani,SakhileandiweinPhindile'sapartment,if

anyonewillknowthetruthaboutwhathappened

thatdayisPhindile.

Phindile:"WowsweetSethu"

Sethu:"Shutupandlisten..Iknowthishouseis



crawlingwithlisteningdevicesandcameras.After

thisconversationyouaregoingtogetridofthem

gotit"

Phindile:"Indulgemesweetheart"

Sethu:"Lahleumlenzeiscomingout"

Welookateachother.

Phindile:"Whatkindofnameisthat"

Sethu:"Ifyoudon'twantmetotellLindani,

Mzwakhesleptwithhisgirlfriend,youwillworkwith

meintakinghimdown"

Me:Facemegirlfacemeyoudon'tneedtousemy

girl

Phindile:"MzwakhesleptwithLindani'sgirlfriend..

Hmminterestingyousureyounottheoneheslept

withandthanyoumadeitlooklikeitwasLindani's



girlfriend.NowaysyousleptwithMzwakheand

blameditonanotherwoman"

Shelaughs.Thobaniisnotfazedbythishepours

anothershotofwhiskey,hesitsbackandrelax.

Sethu:"That'snothowLindaniisgoingtotakeit

seeingasMzwakheisawhoreofaman"

Phindile:"Idon'tcareMzwakhecansleepwith

whomeverhewantstoiknowaboutit,butyou.You

imaginewhatThobaniwillfeelgirlheisgoingto

slaughteryou"

Sethu:"Nowthatwehadthisconversationitstime

toputthemotioninact"

Iclosethelaptop.

Sakhile:How

Me:Shemusthavedruggedme



Sakhile:Withwho

Me:Thatsthemilliondollarquestion

Sakhile:HowdoessheknowVukani

Thobani:Nowthat'sthemilliondollarquestion

Vukaniandiwenotenemieswewereonamission

hegotcaughtandthatwasit.Ididn'tknowwehave

turnedintoenemiesnow.

Me:Whyamistillalive

Sakhile:Youknewaboutthisandyoudidnothing

Thobani:Sethuwasamistakeokaythereyouhave

it

Phindile

Andtheybackwiththeirnoiseihavetostop

working.Nothingcanbedonewiththesecrazy

peoplearound,theydemandyourfullattention.



Linda:Ungayivaliphelangobasekukhonathina

Mzwakhe:Mamakancanenje

Linda:Awnjaloniyabhebhananinakantiyini

Mzwakhe:Ngizokukhahlelaungijwayelakabi

Helaughs.Igetupandfollowhimiknowwhathe

wantstoaskanditisnotaboutSethu.

Me:Ungiphatheleniemnandi

Mzwakhe:Mymagicwand

Me:Nothankyou

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe:Usangibonanamanje

Me:Justbecauseidon'ttellyouorthrowafit



doesn'tmeanihavestoppedseeingyou

Hecloseshiseyesandmakessounds.

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Don'tmamameyounotworthit

Ilearnedthebestkeptsecretdieinsidetillthevery

end.

Sakhile

Idon'tknowifMzwakhewantstotellthem,ifheis

comingoutandisworkingwithsomeonefromthe

crew.Whoknowsthedamagehecoulddoweat

leasthavetothefamily.

Thabiso:Youokayyoulookspooked

Me:NoMzwakhewilltellyou



Theycomedown.

Me:Yougoingtotellthem

Mzwakhe:TellthemwhatohayiwilltellThabiso.

Listen

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Shestillseesme

Me:Who

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Hewhispers.

Me:What

Mzwakhe:Mfethungavelengaphathekakabi



Me:Uzoyiyekaukufebanawe

Mzwakhe:Dudeimdisappointed

Me:Youshouldbe

Sethu:SoPhindilehaveyouthoughtaboutwhati

said

HeregoesSethuwiththebullshitPhindilealmost

hitsher,Thobanipullsherback.

Mzwakhe:Thobani

Heletsgoofher.

Phindile:Ngizokushayawenayezwaangisehi

umnganiwakhoungalingeungibhedele.Nxinansi

intombazane

Mzwakhe:Sethuyousaidyounotheretocause

troublewhatareyoudoingnow



EvenifPhindilewasn'thereLindokuhlewouldhave

stillwarnedus,notinsomanywaysorbedirectas

her.Butwestillwouldknowwehavesomeenemies

lurking.
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Mzwakhe

Mxolisiisbackandmybabyisinahappyhappy

mood.

Mxolisi:Dammitithoughtiwasgoingtoseemy

kidsbeforetheyleave

Me:Itwouldbeagreatsurprisewhentheycome

back

Mxolisi:Mmm

Ayanda:Haibokantinenzani



Ifikeeponhidinghertheygoingtokeepon

attacking.Ifiletherroomaroundtheystillgoingto

attack,ineedtoshowthemiamreadyforanything

theythrowatme.

Nonhle:Okaywecangonow

Phindile:Youdon'thavetogoifyoudon'twantto

Nonhle:Yeahwelliwon'tbeahousewifewithout

thering.Hemustmarryme,provideformeand

thanwecantalkaboutbeingahousewife

Mxolisi:Wherewegoing

Me:Wetakingthemtowork

Mxolisi:Iamcomingwith

Nowaysthisisgoingtobealongday.

Phindile

Mybrotherfitperfectlyintheylovehimeventhough



heiscrazy.Theyallcrazysotheygoodforeach

other,wearriveatworkmypowersawaken.

Nonhleopensandturnsonthelights,igetthe

biggestshockofmylife.

Nonhle:OhmyGod

Everythingisruinedanddestroyedallmylife'shard

workflusheddownthetoilet.Everythingisibroken

andsmashed,mywholewarehousewasin

shambles.

Mylegsfailmeistaggerbackheholdsme,idon't

wanttobeheld.Ifighthimheholdsmetight,tears

streamdownmycheeks.Iamunabletobreathe,my

heartclosesinonme.Mybodystiffensupifeelmy

soulbeingsuckedoutofme.



Mzwakhe

Mymindusuallystopswheneversomething

happenstoPhindile,butthiswasdifferentweatthe

hospitalnow.Iwasholdingherandiliterallyfelther

soulleavingherbody,iwasn'tscaredoflosingher

anymore.

Sakhile:Phamandla

Phamandla:Sheisokayshewentintocomplete

shock,weluckyshesurvived

Me:Canitakeherhome

Phamandla:Yes

Me:Thankyou

Theycomethroughigetupandhugher.

Me:Youokay

Phindile:Ijustwanttogohome



Me:OkayPhamandlaisthereanything

Phamandla:Keepacloseeyonher

Me:Gotit

Weleaveican'timaginewhatshemustbegoing

through.Thisbetternotbeoneofmyenemies,they

don'tevenknowiamwithsomeoneexceptfor

Andileandheisnotdumbenoughtodosomething

likethis.

IpullSakhiletotheside.

Me:Tholalebhariakunanjaezokeilinge

ingijwayelekabi.Ungangitsheliukuthngehlise

umoyangifunalenjaitholakenamhlanje,eya

Mzwakheayithintwainomaikanjan

Whoeveritisbetterprayidon'tfindthem.



Sakhile

WhenMzwakhestartswhisperingandyoucan't

hearwhatheissaying,that'swhenheismost

dangerousalltheanswersweneedarehereatthis

warehouse.

Thobani:Yolookwhatifound

Hecomesthroughholdingsomethingyellow.

Me:No

Thobani:Eitheritwaslefthereonpurposetobe

foundoritfellof

Me:Eyabani

Thobani:Melusi

Me:MelusiumazelaphuPhindile

Thobani:Thatswhatwehavetofigureout

Me:Youthinkingwhatiamthinking



Hetakesoutanotheryellowandblackbandana.

Me:Yoineedyoutodoabackgroundcheckon

somebodylowkey

Thobani:Letsgetthismotherf****

WeleaveicallSbusiso.

Sbu:Skhulu

Me:Ineedsomelockschanged

Hechuckles.

Me:Iwilltextyouthelocation

Thobani:Wolalapho

Zamani:Hereiamthinkingiamgoingonabreak



Thobani:ListenineedMelusi'shospitalrecords

everythingandanythingconnectedtohim

Zamani:Whyme

Thobani:Justdoitoriamgoingtosendyour

brotheryourway

Zamani:Whatever

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Normallysheisaquietpersonbutthisisscaring

me.Shehasgonemuteidon'tknowwhattodo,i

headdownSakhilebetterhavesomethingconcrete.

Mxolisi:Anychange

Me:Nonenzenjanmasekunje

Mxolisi:Uzeazibuyeleyena

Me:Niyamyekanjekanjalo



Istopmyselffromsayingsomethingthatwillhurt

hisfeelingsandsomethingiwillregretlater.

Me:Iamnothavingthatidon'tcareiwillfixit

Hisphonerings.

Mxolisi:Mayazikubukekaengathasibuyiyazi

unono,unonoangazinokuthngithini.Angith

unendodahaibo,angikhiphiluthoyaziinemali

kanjanindodayakhekuyafiwa.Aymaay

simugadilemaokay

Helooksatmeandlaughswhatkindofbrotheris

this.

Mxolisi:NgiyadlalangazeungicebekuMommy



Me:Eyawukahle

Helaughs.
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Phindile

Igotupearlyhadabaththanwentbacktoliedown.

Ithinkiamokaythatwasalottotakein,seeingmy

thingsdestroyedlikethatafterthehardworkidid

intomakingmybusinessasuccess.

Mzwakhe:Aveingidinalentoyakhoyokungakhali(I

hateitwhenyoudon'tshowanyemotion)

Me:Ngithiulele

Mzwakhe:NgilalekanjanPhindile,ulalilewena

Iturnaroundandlayonhischest.



Me:Theybrothers

Mzwakhe:Howaboutyoujustfocusonbeinga

girlfriendandleaveallthatformeandmypeople

Me:Yourpeopleareslowendthiswarbeforeit

evenbegins.Iwillbackoffdon'ttakeyourtime

becauseiwillkillhim

Igetoffhimandoutthebedmysoulisbayingfor

blood.

Sakhile

Mzwakhewillbeshockedwiththeinformationwe

got,whichisstrangebecausehegothimselfcaught

whyareweatoddsnow.Mommycomesdownshe

doesn'tlookokay.

Thobani:Mommy

Phindile:Hey

Me:Ukahlekodwasthandwasami



Phindile:Iamokayiamokay

Nonhlehugsher.

Mxolisi:Nono

Theyhugandshecries.

Mxolisi:Ahgcino

Thabiso:Kantikwenzekeniangithandimasekhala

kanjekungiphathakabi

Mzwakhecan'tbemadatthisheisnotthetypeof

personwhowillcomfortyou,ifyoudon'ttellhim

whatisgoingon.

Phindile:Allmyhardwork

Mxolisi:Iknowbabyiknow



Me:Iwillfillyouinlater

Mxolisi:Wiyboinkosazanenzenaweemagcinoka

ma

Heishushingherlikeheistryingtocalmdowna

littlebabycryingandscreaming.Theliftopensshe

getsoffMxolisiandturnstothesidewhippingher

tears.ShecovershermouthandlooksatMelusi.

Mzwakhe

Nowhowamigoingtododealwiththismess.

Vukaniicandealwithhimheisoffnousetome,

Melusiifikillhimthaniwilldefinitelybestartinga

war.Phindileislookingathimrealbad,idon'tknow

howmuchlongershecancontainherself.

Ndu:Yinimanjeoh

Lindowascollectingthebandanasiamrevamping



them.Eventheydon'twearittheycarrythem

everywheretheygo.

Lindo:Eyngikhumbulaipartyyakho

Ndu:Ungangikhumbuziwaphunyukaomunye

umuntuinhliziyoyamiyabuhlungu

Lindo:Twentyfouryellowbandanas

Me:Twentyfour

Lindo:AyikhoeyaMelusi

Melusi:Ididn'tknowwemustbringthebandanas

Sakhile:Didn'tknowyoumustbringkantiayihlayi

yinikuwena

Melusi:No

Me:Nosincewhen

Melusi:Idon'tcarryitwithmeallthetime

Me:Whereisit

Melusi:Athome

Me:OkayLindokuhlegowithhimandfetchthe



bandana

Melusi:Wecangetsomeothertime

Thabiso:Whatswrongwithgettingitnow

Melusi:Fineilostit

Sakhile:HaiboMelusi

Me:Itsfinethisbetternotgetmearrestedbecausei

amgoingtokillyourass

Igivethembackiwantedtoinstalltrackingchips

onallofthem,Sakhilestaresatme.Ihaven'tseen

theinformationtheygotandPhindilesayingtheir

brothersman.

Phindile

Ineedtogetoutofheremyheadisgoingto

explode.Thesnakewantstocomeoutthevoicein

myheadarescaringme,iamshakingigetupand

calloutforMzwakhe.



Me:Mzwakhe..Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Iclimbbackonthebedhecomesinafewminutes

later.

Mzwakhe:Yindabwhyyoushaking

Me:Gettheseoutofhereican'tMzwakheican'tmy

soulwantstotakethatman'sheartout

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Awoveramerethingcomeonisaidiwill

fixit

Me:Ohmoneyissupposedtomakethepainiam

feelinggoawaybecauseeverythingisreplaceable

Mzwakhe:Phindilecalmdownthereisnoneedto

goaggro



Me:Celaungiphumela

Mzwakhe:Okay

Hegetsupandleavestheroom,igetupandlock

thedoorthanheadbackinsideandcry.

Sakhile

Hecomesbackdownitoldthemtoleaveididn't

givethemthefullstoryijustsaid,something

happenedtoPhindileandletsjustgivethemspace.

Melusionehundredpercentisgoingbacktolook

forhisbandanaandhewillfindoutthathemessed

up.

Thobani:Yougood

Mzwakhe:Mmmso

Me:Dammtheybrotherswhenhewentin,he

broughtinMelusi

Thobani:Yesheiscomingoutonparolegood



behavior

Mzwakhe:Isthereanywaytostophimfromgetting

out

Me:Thereis

Mzwakhe:Whydoeshewanttocomeaftermeheis

theonewhogotcaught

Me:Thatswhatbeatsme

Mzwakhe:Hmm

Thobani:Areyoulisteningtous

Mzwakhe:Ihavetogokeepmeupdated

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:OkaySakhileokay

Hewalksawaywhyishelikethismanaysuka.

VukaniMhlongo

Anenemyofmyenemyrequestedmypresence.I

sitontopofhistableandcrossmylegslookingat



him,hebringsmeaglassofwhiskeyilookatit

thanhim.

Andile:Okayphelayoudon'thavetoberude

Me:Ufunani

Andile:Ngifunasisebenzisaneukuqhumbaleya

mfeneyakwaBhengu

Ilaugh.

Me:No

Andile:Excuseme

Me:Angisebenzinezimfundamakhwela(Idon't

workwithamateurs)

Andile:Doyouknowwhoiam

Me:Iknowexactlywhoyouare

Andile:Andyouknowwhatiamcapableof

Me:Whatsasmalltimemafialikeyouisgoingtodo



tome

Andile:Carefulnowicansendyoubacktoprison

Me:Youthesayinglooktheenemyintheeyeand

takehimdownistrue.Iknowwhatyoubeenupto,

tryingtotakeMzwakhedownusingpeopleandit

failed.SeeMzwakheisalotthingsbutstupidisn't

oneofthem,dowhateveryouwantiamnotscared

ofyou

Idrinkhiswhiskeyanddroptheglass,heclenched

hisjaw.Mzwakhe'sweaknessislookinghiminthe

face,andtakinghimdownwithasmile.Myphone

ringsithadn'tbeentwosecondssinceigotoutand

icantellhemessedup.

Me:Melusi

Melusi:Ithinkimessedup

Me:Sokhulumamasengifikeendlini



HeyeveryonemynameisVukaniMhlongo34years

old.Ancientyearsagoiwasinvolvedinaheist,and

myasswascaughtandsentencedtotwentyfive

yearsforrobberyandmurder.Ihavereasonto

believemybeingcaughtwasasetup.Iamoutnow

andiamcomingforeverythingMzwakhehas.
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Phindile

Ihadtotellratoicannolongerdoherparty,my

wholeplacewastrashed.Iwasreallylooking

forwardondoingthisforherbuteverythingisjust

destroyed,ihadtoletSamkeloknowourworkis

goneitsgoingtotakesometimetorecover.I

closedmywebsitetookdownmysocialpages,my

dreamwastakenaway.

Thabiso:Ntombikabafo

Me:Hi

Thabiso:Uphiyenavele



Me:Angimazi

Thabiso:Usehambilenjalo

Me:Ngigcineukumbonaizolo

Hechuckles.

Thabiso:Uxolokodwamommyngentoeyenzekile

umsebenziwakhoonzima.Neskhathiosifakile

ukuzekubeimpumelelo,masekufikaigundwanenje

limosheyonkinto

Heistheonlyonefromthemthatunderstandswhat

iamgoingthrough.

Thabiso:Yebokubuhlungukodwaungakhali

kakhulusoyilungisayonkelentowenamommy

thulaubheke

Me:Iwasn'tbeingdramatic



Thabiso:Chawenasthandwasamuvumelekile

ukuphathekakabiuMzwakheimfeneungamnaki

Ichuckle.

Me:Canyoumayyouhelpmewithsomething

Thabiso:Nomayinisweetheart

Istandbeforehimandtakeofmyclothes.

Thabiso:Waitaminutenowwhatareyoudoing

holdon

Helooksatmywristandjumpsup,holdinghis

cheeks.

Thabiso:No

Me:IamrunningoutoftimeMzwakheistakingto



longineedtoknowwhatisgoingon

Thabiso:Nononowhydidyouhavetochoosehim,

yougoingtokillusallyougoingtokillusall.Oh

kodwaBhenguniyenzelaniintoenje

Hesitsdownandlooksatmeindisbelief.

Vukani

Islaphimhefallsipickhimupandslaphimagain.

Ipunchhisguthegroansislaphimagain.

Me:UcelweubaniMelusiucelweubani

Melusi:Bhuti

Islaphimagain.

Me:Yininibeiziphukuphukayinileenenza

nicabangeuMzwakheuyislimanxi.Liphimanjelelo



duku

Melusi:Iguessimusthavedroppedittheir

Me:Youidiotidon'tcareaboutbreakingMzwakhe's

stupidgirlfriendyoufool.Takehimonyesesayikho

njenezeintooyifundilekulabafana

Melusi:Jameswas

Me:AtJameshadtheballstolookhimintheface

andtakehimdown.Melusiiwantthoseboysto

sufferthesamewayidid

Melusi:Theywill

Me:Nobecauseyouruiningeverything,findme

somethingaboutthatgirlanddon'tdoanything

stupid.IamwarningyouMelusi

Imustsendhimawildgoosechasehecannotfind

outiamoutalready.

Sakhile

WequicklycamebackafterMzwakhecalledusin



theweehoursofthemorning,whatisPhindile

doingshowingThabisoherbreasteslikehello.He

looksdisturbedandthinkingwaytoohard,iwould

toodamnthosearesomegorgeousroundsmall

boobs.

Lindo:Crazyright

Helooksathimunabletocan.

Lindo:Don'tworryalliswell

Thabiso:Ihavetoworryihavebenicabangani

ngempela

Lindokuhlelaughs.

Thabiso:Couldn'titbePhamandla,Ntandonoheis

alsocrazyorme.AhLindokuhleniyawubonakodwa

umonakaloeniwenzile



Mzwakhe:Yindabintombiyamiikuvezelaamabele

Thabiso:Ohuseyintombiyakhomanjeusujulile

enhlizweniyakhokumnandiulalanoSihle,

uzoqhamukausuthiintombiyakho

Me:Mzwakhe

Thobani:Awumeyindabkadeekuvezelaamabele

Thabiso:KhohlwaileyontouVukanikadeephumile

kwimanjenjeuyaphithizela.Aningitshelingani

ulahlaumlenzeuphumile

Me:YouleftandwenttogoshagSihlecanitget

anymoreworsethanthat

Thobani:Thabisowhywassheshowingyouher

tities

Iamdisappointedwow.

Thobani:Thabiso

Thabiso:Nxieygowanwena



Hesnapsathim.

Thabiso:Olwethusthandwasammengabeethi

uPhindileniyahambamanjeniyakwivacation.Qoqa

imithwaloyakhoungihambele,awudinginokuthuze

ubuzeukuthkwenzakalan(ShouldPhindilesuggest

anothervacationmylove,justpackyourthingsand

go.Don'taskquestions)

Me:Thabisoyinikanti

Thabiso:Hawesazesashahaibo

Lindo:Thabisokeepyourmouthshutyougoingto

blurtitout

Ishecrying.

Me:Areyoucrying

Thabiso:SifileSakhilesifananabantuabafile

oJehovaolungileyo



Welaughheisdramaticnow.

Thabiso:Can'tidivorcemywifeandthantakeheri

promiseiwilldoanexceptionaljob

Lindo:Unfortunately

Thobani:Haibondodazishaph

Thabiso:Sukumawenasukumahambauyolungisa

izinto..Hambahamba

Phindile

Okaysothewholefamilyisawareofwhatiam,but

notwhoiam.IunderstandThabisoalittlebitand

thefactthatMzwakheistakinghistime,idon't

knowhowmuchlongericanholdonheisbreaking

myheart.

Hewalksinandlooksatme,ilookathimthango

backtomyphone.Iwassupposedtogohomethis



weekend,butemotionally,physicallyandmentallyi

amexhausted.Idon'thavethestrengthinfacti

thinkbeinginarelationshipwithMzwakheweakens

me.

Iknowhehassomethingbutiamgoingtoignore

him.Hedoesn'tcareoristryingtoteachme

something,myheadontheotherhandisonfinding

outwhatitisexactlyiammeanttodo.Ithinki

shouldtryandcommunicatewiththem.Nonhleisin

lovevileshefinallyfoundherhappinessandiam

notabouttocomeinbetweenthat.

IgetavisionofthismanandSethu...IgaspNoziis

notThobani'schildbuthow.

Vukani

Iputmyhandsdeepinmypocketsandcrossmy

ankles.Shestepsoutofthecarandsighs,she

makesherwaytome.TheBhengumoneyis



treatingherwell,sheisevenmorebeautifulthan

thelasttimeisawher.

Me:Mommy

Sheblushesandshakesherhead.

Sethu:BetweenyouandSakhileidon'tknowwho

saysitthebest

Me:Meobviouslybecauseiamtheonewhotaught

them

Sethu:Mmm

Me:Youdon'tcometovisitmeanymore

Sethu:Njomaneplease

Me:Itsokay

Whereisthebabywhydidn'tshebringher.



Sethu:Whatsgoingtohappennow

Me:Alot

Ican'ttakeherbackshesleptwithanotherman.

YouknowMelusiisadumbkopp,imadeamistake

trustinghim.Ababywasnotpartoftheplanbut

nevertrustanyonetodoyourdirtywork.

Me:Shallwe

Sethu:Idon'tlikethatlookonyouitscaringme

Youshouldbescaredhoneyigotanicesurprisefor

you.
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Vukani

Iwaslookingatherpicturesandmyeyescouldn't

believeit.ThereisnowayMzwakhewasableto



bagsuchachick,ilookatMxolisithanherpictures

again.

Me:Ubanilo

Melusi:HerbestfriendNonhle

Okayididn'taskfornobestfrienditearthepicture

inhalfandgivehimtheotherhalf.

Melusi:Notyoutoo

Me:Yini

Melusi:Mesmerizedbyherbeauty

Me:Yeahyoualwaysweretheweirdonethatswhy

nobodylikesyou.Shutup

Mymymythisdarkbeautyheputsthetornhalfof

thepicture,ontopoftheoneiamlookingat.



Melusi:SheisdatingAyanda

Me:Unamangaumfaziwenkabi

Melusi:IheardhefilledoneofAndile'sbrothers

roomwithsniperbulletandoneengravedwithhis

name

Me:Interesting

Myeyeisonthisdarkbeautyrighthere.

Sakhile

Phindilewokeuponadancingmood,theydancing

andshakingtheirassets.Nonhleistheonewhowill

danceandpwilljustbelikeachoreography,but

todaysheisshowingusshecanreallymovemaybe

alittletoomuch.

Mzwakhe,Mzwakhewaslookinglikehisfavorite

dogjustdiedonshutdownmode.



Thobani:Sakhilekhulumanayephela

Me:Ayumuntumebhedeuyatshelwandoda

uyaphambukamanje

Thobani:Butlookathim

Me:UyaziuMzwakheintoayenzayosingenaph

thina

Olwethu:Youokaytodaydoweneedtocheckyou

in

Hehugsherfromthebackidon'twhatinthe

BhenguwasgoingonwithThabiso.

Thabiso:Iamnotokayinfactiamsomadbecause

Heshakeshishead.

Thabiso:Wearedoomed

Olwethu:Theysaidyouwerelookingathergirls



Thabiso:Dammrightiwasandhuh

Welaugh.

Me:KantiyiniThabiso

Thabiso:Awamahlekanjengathungawabamba

uwabambe

Me:Doyouwanttodie

Thabiso:PleaseiamnotscaredofMzwakhe

Me:Whathappened

Thabiso:Ican'ttellyouasbigbrotherineedtostep

uporthingsaregoingtoturnbadrealquickreal

fast

HelooksatPhindile,hepullsoutascissorsfrom

thecabinet.Hedisappearssomewherethancomes

backwithaflowerinhishand,hepinsitonPhindile

whilesheisstilldancing.Hestandsbackandlooks

ather.



Thobani:Olwethuisyourmanokay

Shecovershermouthshakingherhead.

Vukani

Ifhewasn'twhitehewouldlookexactlylikeme.He

haschangedsomuchihavemissedoutonso

much,heprobablystilldoesn'tlikemeistilldon't

care.

Me:Hi

Helooksatme.

Me:Iamyourbrotheryoufoolyoucan'tbehating

onmewemaybeblackandwhite.Butwecome

fromthesamewomb



Carson:WhatdoyouVukani

Me:MtanomlunguokayiseeMzwakhetaughtyou

well.Itssimpleiwanthisfortunetransferredinto

myname

Helaughs.

Me:Crazyright

Carson:Yathink

Me:Notimpossiblethoughrightyoujustuseyour

magicandvoila

Carson:Voilauyaphilakahleekhanda

Me:YouspeakZulunow

Carson:Whycan'tyougoandapologizethan

Me:TheyputmeinjailCarsonwhywasitheonly

one,onlyonearrested.Itookthatroutewhilethey

escapedfreely

Carson:Youdon'tknowthat



Me:Tellmeifthisisgoingtobeaproblemforyou

Heholdshishead.

Me:Don'tfuckingannoyme

Carson:Vukani

Me:Hewon'tkillyouhecan'tkillyou.Seeyounot

stupidlikeMelusi

Idon'tevenhavetoliftafingerortrysohardand

breakmyballs,hegetsup.

Me:UkhumbulekemfokaOwensiyigazi

Hewalksoutihearhimscreamingwhyishe

fightingwiththefurniturenow,itdidnothingtohim.

Phindile



Whenidanceidon'tstopicangoonforhoursuntil

somethinginmeissatisfied.Iwasn'tgoingto

consolMzwakhethereismuchmorebiggerthings

toworryabout.

Me:Andyouare

Her:Thandeka

Me:MmmThandekabutiaskedforasingletonand

younot

Thandeka:Youneedsomethingbelieveiamyour

girl

Me:Yourbeautifulbeyond

Shesmiles.

Me:Sakhileasizwaneminanawe

Helaughs.



Me:Ineedyoutodosomethingdrasticformehey

eyesuphere

Sakhile:Awumekancanesawubona

Shetakesthebowloffruitsaladthanheads

upstairsandentershisroom.

Me:Notsofast

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Youthinkyougoingtohaveherforfree

HelooksathisroomthanMzwakhehegoesand

sitsdown.

Thabiso:Kodwankosiyamilabafana

Inod.



Thabiso:Ufunaniminangizoyenza

Olwethu:Youcanevensendmeiwilldoit

Me:Nopeitsfineitsnotmybusinessinfactiwant

toseeyouonyourknees

Thabiso:Phindiledon'tsaythat

Me:Ohandifyouthinkaboutopeningyourmouth

Thabiso:Angeke

Iheadupstairs.

Vukani

Myguystellmeprettyladyisoutandaboutwiththe

bestfriend.Iarriveatthemallwhatdoiknowabout

malls,myphonerings.

Me:Talktome



"Sheisinoneoftherestaurantsoutside"

Me:Cool

Iheadatextcomesthroughitsapictureofher.

Waiter:Gooddaysirtableforone

Ilookathimhestepsaside.

Me:Ladies

Theylookatme,somethingveryintimidatingabout

Mzwakhe'schick,andthehitmansgirlfriendisjust

breathtaking.

Me:Vukaniigamabengekengikwaziukudlula

ngasencomangaoMommyabahlekanje



Theylookateachotherandlaugh.

Them:YoumustbeworkingwithMzwakheright

Me:Yeahngabeniyamazi

Nonhle:She'sdatinghim

Me:Whatunamangaaysiyahalaliselauskhulu

ngiyajabulaukunaziboMommynihlalenibebahle

kanje

Iwalkfuckihaveneverseenthisintimidatedbya

chickbefore.Myphonebeepsnicetheperfectshot.
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Mzwakhe

Ihavenoideahowtostopthis,itsbeyondmy

control.IheaddownJamesischillingontheisland

withafilenexttohim.



Me:Sanibonani

James:Youmightwanttoseethis

Itakeitandopenit.

Me:Phindilegetyourassdownhererightnow

Phindile:Yes

Me:Yinile

Phindile:Apicture

Me:Phindileungangicasuliyezwa

Phindile:HawuiminauNonhlenalobhuti

James:Nkosazanethisisveryimportant

Phindile:Wasisupposedtosaysomethingay

ngobayini.Kuthiwangibeintombiangan

Me:Asintombiyamiawushonganikhonaumlisa

ongamaziovesanewavumbuka



Phindile:Ngiyaxolisa

James:Aymanjewenzan

Shedidn'tevenflinchwheniraisedmyhand.

James:Mzwakhewenzan

Me:NgiyaxolisaPhindiledoyourealizehow

dangerousthisis

Phindile:Ngathkuwenaqedalempiingakaqali

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Youseerightnowyouguyswon'teven

knowwhathityou

Thabiso:Ungasitshelahlampeyinisikwazi

ukuzilungisela

Phindile:UnfortunatelyThabisoican'tgoagainst

hiswordanythingelse

Me:No

Nonhle:Whyyoubeingmean



Phindile:Iamnotbeingmeaniamrespecthis

wishesyouunderstand

Nonhle:Soyouknowwhatsgoingtohappen

Phindile:Kuningiesengikubonileitsweighingheavy

onmyshouldersbutiamgirlfriendandihavetoact

likeit

Vukani

IsMzwakhesweatingno.Mzwakheisnotthetype

tosweatno.Helooksatyou,setsatrapandyou

hangyourself.Thisiswhyihavetoexecutemy

planwithpureintelligence,ican'tpressureCarson

hewillbreakshamemypoorbrother.

"Vukani"

Me:Inheremntanomlungu

Carson:Shutup

Me:Iamolderthanyou



Carson:Ohreallyididn'tnotice

Me:Whatcanihelpyouwith

Carson:Iwilldoit

Me:But

Carson:Iwanthalfifiamgoingtodothisishould

atleastbenefitfromit

Me:30

Carson:Forty

Me:No

Iratherfindsomeoneelsetodoit,itsnotlikeiam

goingtoleavehimhighanddry.Wecanboth

controlit,whyishebeinglikethis.

Melusi:Carson

Carson:Hey

Melusi:Whatareyoudoinghere

Carson:Hecalledme



Helooksatme.

Mzwakhe

Ipickuptheroseandheadtoherihopewecanget

throughthislikeadults.

Me:Foryou

Phindile:Thankyou

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Stopyoujustgoingtomakeitworse

Me:Iknowikeepmessingupandiwanttomakeit

uptoyou

Phindile:Regardlessofwhathappensiamalways

goingtobehere

Sherocksmyworldiaminallthewrongplacesbut

ineedherandiknowshewon'tturnherbackonme.



Me:Okaysopleasetellmeaboutyesterdaywas

thereanythingoutoftheordinary

Phindile:Noithinkiambeingfollowednot

aggressivethough

Me:Whatdidhedoorsay

Phindile:NothingMzwakhe

Me:Hedidn'tthreatenyou

Phindile:Whatisthatyouwant

Me:HelpmePhindile

Phindile:Okay

Me:Thatsit

Phindile:Wereyouexpectingsomethingelse

Me:Yeahlikescreamingatmeandtellingmeiama

b*tchandwhatnot

Shekissesme.



Sakhile

Mzwakhecalledmeandsaidhewantstomeetup.I

orderdrinksforusheistenminutesaway,idon't

getwhyheislate.

Waitress:Yourdrinksir

Me:Thankyoumommy

Heshowsupjustintimehelookscrazy,ilaugh.

Me:Wowyoulookcrazy

Mzwakhe:Ifeelcrazy

Me:Skhulu

Mzwakhe:Manjenjengomfethuwamengimcanywa

blindngenzenjan

Me:Wenzeniwena

Mzwakhe:Imessedup

Me:Whatsnew



Mzwakhe:Man

Me:Thisissimplewhatyoushoulddoisrespect

her,don'tforcethisdon'tallowyourhoesto

disrespecther.Yaziseindawoyakheempilweni

yakho,ungambekiisandlayenzanomangabeyini

ayicelakuwena.HlalaumhloniphanjaloMzwakhe,

ungalenziiphuthalokumvumelaakuzonde

uyayizwalentoengiyishiyo

Mzwakhe:Skhulu

Ihaven'tseenhimlikethisnotevenwith

Samkelisiwe.Ihopehegetsitrightbecausethey

notbreakingup,iwillmakesureofitevenifitsthe

lastthingido.

Phindile

Iwenthomeihadtoseethemandtellthemwhat

happened.Iknowmomisworriedsickaboutme,i

letMzwakheknowwhereiamandimightnotcome

back.Hetextsmebackhewillcomeforagood



nightkiss,ismile.

Ma:Kuhambakanjan

Ishowthemthepicturesofmywarehouse.

Ma:Awkodwankosiyamismakade

Mxolisi:Gcino

Me:Heybro

Ma:Batholakelelabantu

Me:Angazikahlekhonanjeimpiezayo

Ma:Niyabonaukuqomaiyigebengu

Mxo:Mtshelemamtshele

Ilaugh.

Me:Umsebenziwamiwonkegoneyonkinto



engiyisebenzelekanzima

Mxo:Whatdidhesay

Me:Bazoyilungisakuzothatjaiskhathingobainkulu

Ma:Impiloyakhonjeebalulekilenganeyami

Me:Youtolddad

Ma:UdonseisagilasakheMxolisingiyisekhona

manje

Mxolisi:Angazinamibahlalaphingibonangoba

sesiyongenakwilift

Ma:Uphiunonongazengamkhumbula

Mxolisi:Sebeyajolaphelawema

Hewalksawayilaugh.
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Mzwakhe

Ishouldhaveknowshewasgoingtousethisasan

escapeplan.Idon'tminditwouldkindofgiveme



timetogetmyselftogether,myphonerings.

Me:Hey

Mxolisi:Neednotworryshehasn'twokenungenwe

iyintozakhe

Me:Youbetternotsayevilnow

Mxolisi:Iamsureshewillbeflyingthereassoonas

shewakesup

Me:Anddon'tyoudarethinkaboutleavingistop

yourassandhaveyouadmitted

Helaughsandhungsup.

Sakhile:Wegood

Me:Yeahngimcelileangisizeangazikeuzowenza

kanjan

Sakhile:Shewon'tsaymuchthaticanguarantee

Me:Iamhopingshejustleadsmetointheright



direction

Isigh.

Me:Skhuluyiniengangiqhumbaphansi

Sakhile:Besidesbeingarrested

Me:Mymoney

Ilaugh.

Phindile

Iknewtheminuteisleepinmybedtheancestors

weregoingtocallme.Iwakeupbreathing

franticallywhereami.

Me:Helloisthereanybodyhere



Iseeafigureapproachingmeitsawoman.She

reachesmeandsmilewowshe'sbeautiful.

Me:Whereami?Whoareyou?

Shesmiles.

Her:IamQueenZobuhleBhenguofthetheBhengu

tribe

Me:Amideaddidifailmyduties

Zobuhle:Nomychildinfactyouhaven'tbegun.

Sorryitooksolongtoreachyouiamanoldbusy

woman,comefollowme

Ifollowherassheleadsmethroughthisbeautiful

gardenandstartstalking.

Zobuhle:Wheniwasbornmyparentsweretoldi



havesomespecialpowers.Growingupiwouldsee

thingsandpeopleforwhotheyare,iwouldpredict

thefutureandshowyouwhatisawbeyondthe

humaneye.Roughlyputtingitnowiamgoingtobe

asshortaspossibleyoucan'tbehere.

Thisfeelslikethejourneyitakebutnotasscaryas

itisinmydreams.

Zobuhle:FastforwardimetthislovelymanMamba

XuluThembinkosiMambaXulu,ohthesexiestman

ihaveeverseen.Westartedsomething

unfortunatelyitdidn'tendwell.Ifellpregnantwith

twoofhisbabies,herejectedmeandtossedmeout

liketrash.Istartedhatingmyselfandmygiftturned

intohate

Thisisinteresting.

Mzwakhe



Mymoneyiswhatmostpeopleareafter.Idon't

wanttoputanydoubtonmyteam,ialsodon'twant

tosweatifVukaniisaftermethanheisafterthe

money.

Me:Thabisokhonaintoeyenzeka,engenzaefuna

ukungibonangiwile

Thabiso:Idon'trememberwhatexactlyhappenedi

don'tknowwhogavehimthatroute,yousweating

Me:IamMzwakheBhenguidon'tsweattheonly

thinghewantsisthemoney

Peoplejustwanttohatemefornoreasoniamthe

bestatwhatidoandtheycan'thandlethat.

Thabiso:Sayisebenzelakanzimalempiloangekenje

kufikeushlamaezothathakonke,okungokwethu

aneverngabuyauSdisoimbala

Me:Yazinngifunayonkintoiwelengakuphindile

ngaphandlekokuthikwaziinomaubani



Thabiso:Yabonakemanjeuyakhuluma

Me:Ngenkathiesegadlasiwudlalelomdlalowakhe

eselaphezuluengichomela

Thabiso:Wakhe

Me:IshayenoLindokuhlenitholezonkeizinto

zemama

Wecheers.

Phindile

Zobuhle:Imetthispowerfulevilhealerhetookme

inandtrainedmetodotheunthinkable.Ilearned

howtobondandcontrolanimals,createthings.I

bondedwithasnakeandaleopardijustloved

thoseanimals

Excusemebutwhointheirrightmindwouldlove

dangerousanimals.



Zobuhle:Idon'tknowwhytillthisdayistilldon't

know.OnedayMambaandibumpedintoeach

other,heactedlikehedidn'tknowme.Igotso

angryicametothisplace

Me:Thefields

Zobuhle:Thisiswheredeepevilexist

Itwasnotsofoggyandcoldlikeitisinmydreams.

Zobuhle:Myhealerandistayedhereicreatedten

creatures,andcursedthemanilovedwithallmy

heartintoasnake.AbigblackMamba

Me:Likehisname

Zobuhle:That'swheniknewiwasdangerousto



humanexistence,itgotworseididalotofthings.I

cursedthemenofthisfamilytobeunfaithful,to

theirlovedones.Iwantedeverywifethatcomesto

sufferfromthepainandmiseryiwentthrough,but

youcanchangeallofthat.Youcanmakethings

rightandpreventallofthatfromhappening,every

secretofmineishiddenineachandeveryoneof

thoseboys

Thiswasalltoomuchformetotakein.Thisqueen

istellingme,itwillgetworsebeforeitevengets

better.

Mzwakhe

IamnotsureifishouldtellSakhileaboutthis,but

thanagainhemightgetmadandwefightallover

again.Icalledthemoverjusttochillimustmake

theenemythinkiamplanningsomething.

Ndu:Imamaelikho



Me:Liyekubo

Hepoutstheylaugh.

Nka:Khulumasnawane

Me:Eyskhulu

Nka:Mmm

Me:Ihaveajobforyouanditpays

Nka:Makunemalicountmein

TheopensNonhleenterswiththeworld'slargest

shoppingbagsever.IseeAyandarubbinghis

forehead,shemusthavespentafortune.

Me:Andthan

Nonhle:Ithoughtishouldcomfortmyselfwitha

littleshopping



Shesoundsemotional.

Me:Wozakuminawenzeni

Nonhle:Hejustshoutedatmefornoreasoniwas

goingtodoitbuthewentallrahhhonme

Hegetsupandcomestothekitchen.

Ayanda:Ididn'tmeantosnapitwasuncalledfor.

Ngiyaxolisangempelasthandwasam

Nonhle:Youwerereallymean

Ayanda:Iknowmyloveiknowandiamsorry

Nonhle:Canyouhelpmewiththebags

Ayanda:Ofcoursekhonaongiphathelekona..

Obufisaukungiphathelakona

Welaughahmantheygoingtogoalongway.

Sakhilelooksatmeidon'tnecessarilyneedhis



approval,butineedhimtotrustthatthiswillwork.

Henodsiguessthatishiswayofagreeing.

Phindile

Wenowintheblackriver,iwasdressedupina

whiteflowyshortskirtandawhitecroptop.Myhair

wasdoingthemostilookedlikeapuregoddess.

Zobuhle:Yourbiggestnightmareispearlthequeen

ofthecreatures,youcan'tkilleachothernomatter

whatyouguysdo.Youalsocan'tcoexistinthe

sameplacetogether,howyoudieishiddeninone

oftheboysandhowshediesisalsohiddeninone

oftheboys

Imakemywayintotheriver.

Zobuhle:Yourloveforhimistheonlythingthat

protectshimandtheotherladiesfromdying.He

needstoconfesshisloveforyouandwecanfully



connectyouwiththesnake.

Igetinthewater.

Zobuhle:Iamsorrymychildforputtingyouthrough

this.Iknowyouwilldoagreatjobastimegoeson

thepeoplefromtheriverwillbeyourguides,they

willexplaineverydetailwatchoutfortheMsomi's

theirprideandpossessionisthatboy.Yourfuture

withhisfatherwillbeshowntoyou,andyoucan

decidefromtherewhatyourdesires.Rememberto

alwayspray

Shesmilesandwavesgoodbye,isinkindeep

underneaththeriver.Iseethesnakecoming

towardsme.

Iwakeupgasping.
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Phindile

Iwasstandingoutsidedrinkingcoffeestaring

ahead.Ihadalotonmymindeverythingthathas

beenhappeninginmylife,hadbeenpreparationfor

whatiamyettodo.Isighhowwasievenworthyof

this.

Mxolisi:Beautifulneh

Me:Thebesttrulyamagnificentview

Mxolisi:Tellmeaboutit

Me:Rememberwheniwentblindthanlostmy

hearingaidandmymobility

Mxolisi:Pleasedon'tremindme

Acoupleofyearsagoonedayiwokeupandiwas

blind,thatlastedforquitesometime.Afterthati

lostmyhearingaid,formonthsicouldn'ttalkor

hearanythingandfinallyilostmylegs.Igotupand



downiwent.

ItwasatryingtimeformyfamilyandNonhle.Mom

thoughtnomansomethingwaswrong,itcan'tbe

everytimeihealsomethingelseattacksme.We

wenttochurchtheygavemeabath,nothings

powerfulandstronglikeblessedholywater.

Abafundisi(Pastor)confirmediamcarryinga

blessingandacurseofagift.

Ididn'tunderstandanythingidecidedtoacceptthe

gift.Icouldn'ttakethepainandsufferinganymore,

nowihavetofightandundoalltheevilthingsgreat

grandmadid.

Mzwakhe

Iturntoanemptybedsideisigh.Ivigorouslyget

upandheadtothebathroom,imissherterriblyand

itisdrivingmecrazy.Shewouldhavetakenover

thewholebedwithhersmallbody,theotherlegthat



sideandtheotheronanotherside.Ismileoh

Phindilemyphoneringsthathadbetterbeher.

Me:Whatdoyouwant

Siwe:Hihowareyoudoingiamgoodthanks..Iwas

wonderingifwecouldmeet

Me:Iwillseewhaticando

Siwe:Okaybye

Thesecondiputitdownitringsagain.

Me:Yo

Sihle:Youbeenscarce

Me:Canihelpyou

Sihle:Canwemeet

Me:Sure

Sihle:Willyouori



Me:Iwilltextyou

Sihle:Okaybye

Whydoievenhaveaphoneifsheisnotgoingto

callme,iputitdowntakemyclothesoff.Anice

coldshowerwillhelpmerelax.

Phindile

Ihavetogobackbeforehecomesgunsblazing,

beingmaddisrespectfulandcauseproblems.

Me:Iknow

Mxo:What

Me:Iknowwhatihavetodowiththisgiftandwhyi

hadtofallinlovewithMzwakhe

Mxolisi:Yourinlovehee

Helaughs.



Me:Umndeniwakheiwonaonginikelesipho,mele

ngiyolungisaumonakaloowenziwauKhokhowabo

(Hisfamilyistheonewhoblessedmewiththisgift,

ihavetoundoallthedamagetheirgreat

grandmotherdid)

Mxolisi:Nowyougoingbacktohim

Me:Wehaveanagreement

Mxolisi:Iwonderwhatlovepotionhefedyou

Me:Whyyoubeingmean

Isendthematextmessagetheyneedtofetchme.

Me:Howareyoudoinghowaretheboys

Mxolisi:Youknowiamproudofmyboyidon't

knowwhosestrengthheinherited,heishappyand

verymuchawareofwhathappenedtohim



Me:Andthecustodybattle

Mxolisi:IammeetingupwithLindokuhlehefor

suresaidthatwomanisgoingtolose

Me:Thatwoman

Ilaugh.

Mxolisi:MykidsPhindileayungafa

AllMjneededwassomeloveandsupport.

Mzwakhe

Myphonehasbeenringingnonstopthemhoesare

calling.

Me:Whydidyouboysskipschool

Mvelo:Wedidn't



Heshouts.

Me:Yabongobaumemezakanjewenakhanda

khulu

Mvelo:Ngempelamalume

Mj:Iykolebeziphumaearly

Me:Youicanbelieveyourbrother

Mvelo:That'snotfair

Ilaugh.

Thabiso:HelloboysMxolisi

Mj:Yebo

Me:Wemuststartfixingherplaceofworkitsour

faultshegotcaughtinit



Mjlooksatme.

Thabiso:Okaywhatyougoingtodoaboutm

Icuthimoff.

Me:Whatdowehavehere

Thabiso:Theboysarecomingoverithinkitstime

theymeether

Me:YouknowthatneverworksoutuPhindile

engabashayabonkelabafana

Welaughhehasgonebacktowhathewasdoing,

thankGodforthislovelygift,ithasfallenuponthe

littleguyandhejustwarnedmeimaginethisiswhy

idon'twantPhindileusingit.

Phindile



Iambackanditisabrawlupinhere.

Ndu:Ohnkosiyaminanguloyomuntu

Mzwakhe:Haibondodazithini

Theyfightonwhoisgoingtogettomefirst.

Mzwakhe:Ndumisomfethuyini

Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe:Hambauyekuyena

IlookovertothekitchenandMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:Icanexplainitsnotwhatitlookslikei

promise



Me:Hawuididn'tsayanything

Sakhile:Mommy

Iwaveatthemandheadupstairs.

Me:AyMzwakhe

Hekissesmeallover.

Me:Imaphela

Mzwakhe:Awusabuyinganihehe

Wekiss.

Sakhile

Ndu:Ayangikholwanamanje

Me:Kholwaskhuluakayindawo



Lindokuhleenters.

Thabiso:Awungiphakeli

Nonhle:Ngobani

Thabiso:Awnjengemamalalayikhaya

Shegrabsaplateanddishesoutforhim,helooks

atAyandawelaugh.

Ayanda:Ayngobaubhutiomdalasothini

Sihle:Soguysninjanangisanaziubaniloya

Thabiso:NgiyabongamommyintombikaMzwakhe

Shelooksshockedthanlaughs.

Sihle:Wowineededthat



Me:Justbecauseyousleepwithhimdoesnot

meanhedoesn'thaveagirlfriendokayyeahdon't

thinkbecauseweknow

Thobani:Sakhile

Me:Noshemustn'tthinkshe'sallthatjustbecause

Thobani:Ouch

Theycomedownshehaschanged.

Nonhle:Mommy

Thisbeautifulchocolatedarkbeautycomesdown

arethosemysweatsshe'swearing.

Phindile:Youlookexhausted

Mzwakhe:Ubanikewenaangikwazi

Thandeka:Yousawmeandyoudeniedhimaonce

inalifetimeopportunity



Helaughs,myheartbreaks.

Mzwakhe:OkaymamauBusilosheispartofwhati

havegoingon

Phindile:Nicemeetingyou

Busi:Yourbeautiful

Phindile:Thankyouyoutoo

Mzwakhe:BusithisismygirlfriendPhindile

Busi:Ahshe'ssobeautifuliwishicouldjusteather

Mzwakhe:Carefulnow

Theylaugh.Theytaketheirdrinksandfoodand

headouttothebalcony.

Linda:Younotgoingtointroduceher

Mzwakhe:Ngizengimazisenjeuwubani



Olwethu:Sihletheladiesareoutside

Thabiso:Ayangifuni

Olwethu:HawuNgcolosi

Thabiso:Ayay

Olwethu:Thabiso..Thankyou

Shegetsupandtakesherwalkofshame.Nobody

isgoingtocomebetweenMzwakheandPhindile,

nobody.
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Sakhile

Phindilechasedeveryoneout.Mzwakhewasover

themoon,itwasgreatbuttheyareahandful.I

understandMzwakhewantingtotransfer

everythingtoPhindile,butidon'tthinkCarson

woulddoobviouslywehavetokeepthisunder

wraps.Ihopeheknowswhatheisdoing.



Me:Somommy

Phindile:Mmm

Me:Awungibikeleudabamayelananalelibesigheid

Phindile:Uhmokayholdonletmegetmylaptop

Shegoesup...Thancomesbackdownwithher

laptop.

Phindile:Okaysothisismycatalogihadalotof

things.Thesearemysuppliersandthisiswhatthey

chargeme,overhereiswhateverythingcostso

basically.Iwouldneedamillortwoorthree,

becauseidon'tknowtoextentofdamagedone

Mzwakhe:Nxi

Phindile:SoIdon'tknowifyourgoingtobeableto

gettheexactsamethings.Changeisgoodbuti

workedsodamnhardtobuildmyempire



Me:Don'tworrywenamommygivemetwoweeks

andeverythingwillbesorted

Phindile:Forreal

Me:Kantiujolanobani

Phindile:Mmmiwouldappreciatethatalot

Nonhle:Heybabes

Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

Them:Heyhandsome

Theylaugh.

Nonhle:Domindifwegoouttoday

Phindile:Youwanttodosomething

Nonhle:Imeankinda

Phindile:Okay

Mzwakhe:Izangaph



Okaytheygoingtobangeachother.

Phindile

Thatquickiedidnotturnintoaquickiehegroans.

Hepullsoutleavingthetipin,hestrokeshisd*ck

vigorously.Itfeelssogoodhepushesbackinand

comestomylips.Pleasurehassurpassedidon't

knowwhatthisfeelingis,hedoesn'twanttostopi

don'twanthimtostop.Hepoundsharderandfaster

Me:AaahhMzwakhe

Ourmoansandgroansfilluptheroom,heholdson

tightmywaistandadeepgroanescapefromhis

mouth.

Hefallsonmeandgentlypullsout.Hepicksmeup

weheadtothebathroom.Wehittheshower.



Me:Wejusthadsex

Mzwakhe:Soiwantyouagain

Hepinsmeagainstthecoldtillwall,heliftsmyleg

upputtingitoverhisshoulder.Wekiss,hebrushes

histipupanddownigasp.Heslowlyenters.

Me:Aaahh...Baby

Sakhile

Theycomedownlookingratherdapperthe

beautifulcouple.

Me:Heretakethis.Ifyoupressthisitwillringon

me,ifyoupressthisoneizokhalakuThobaniifyou

everintrouble

Nonhle:Everythingokay



Phindile:Idon'tknow

Me:Wegoingtothegentsnow

Nonhle:Shouldwestillgoout

Phindile:Letmesitdownalittlebit

Nonhle:Youguysbettergobeforeshestopsyou

Mzwakhegivesherakissandweleave.Soonafter

wearriveatthewarehouse,itwasamistake

recruitingsomanypeoplelooknow.Theytryingto

takehimdown.

Me:Thobaniwatchyourphone

Thobani:Moja

Me:Iamsureyouwonderwhyyouguyshere

Ndu:Nizosbhedela

Mzwakhe:Iamtakingoverthewholeoperationnow

Me:Eyniyabonaninaniyizinjayezwaniyangicasula



IseeareddotonMelusi,Mzwakhejumpsupthey

godown.

Me:Getdowngetdown

Manjeshotsarebeingfired,wefiringtheyfiringtoo.

Ihearsoundsofhissingiamcrawling,idon'tsee

themican'tseeanything.

Me:Fuck

Afterawhiletheshootingstops.

"Sakhile"

Ohthankgoodnessheisalive.

Mzwakhe:Nikephiseveryoneokay



Theyallrespond.

Mzwakhe:Thobani...Thobani

Me:Thobani

Mzwakhe:Thobanimfethudon'tdothis

"Overhereguyshelpme"

Vukani

Iwasdoingyogaifiguredithelpscalmmynerves

andanger.Soonihavetoputallmyenergyin

crashingMzwakhe,iamgoingtoneedtoremain

calmitseemsthosepicturesdidn'trattlehim.Heis

planningsomethingbigihavetohaveabackup

planforwhatever.

Myphonerings.



Me:Njomane

Melusi:Areyoucrazyareyou.Youcouldhaveat

leastwaitedformetoleavebeforeyoublew

everyonetosmithereens

Me:Whateverdoyoumean

Melusi:Areyouhighyoualmostkilledme

Me:Melusiukhulumangani

Melusi:Thehityouorderhejumpedinfrontofmei

almostdied

Andile.

Me:Iwillcallyouback

Melusi:Vukani

Ihungupipullmygunoutandcockit.



Me:Looknowthisfooljustmademeangry

Phindile

ThisthingofMzwakhetakingtoolonglookwhat

happenednow.TheyenterwithawoundedThobani

andplacehimonthecouch,istraddlehim.

Me:Youidiot

Thobani:Phindile

Isprinkletheriverwateronmyhand.

Me:Pleaseholdhimiamgoingtotouchyouand

yourbodywillgoinsane

Iplacemyhandonthewoundedparthescreamsin

agony.



Thobani:Mzwakhemsuse

Theypinhimdownmyhandcomesbackwith

somethingslimy,igetofhim.Thatoworksonhim

fast.

Me:Phuzala

Thobani:Yinile

Thabiso:PhuzaThobani

Mzwakhe'sveinhaspoppedonhisside.

Thabiso:Whathappened

Me:Asnakebithimhetriedtoactgangsterandgot

it

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Hegoesupstairs.



Vukani

Ithoughtaboutgoinggunsblazingandall,however

nahiamnotworried.Thebestwaytoannoyyour

enemyistojustlethimthinkheiswinning.

Melusi:ReallyVukanireally

Me:Ohcalmdownyouain'tdead

Melusi:Why

Me:Youdon'tdeadsoenough

Melusi:Whathappened

Me:Don'tworryaboutit

Melusi:Mzwakhedidit

Me:Nothisstyle

Melusi:Thanwho

Me:Themafia

Melusi:Andile



Me:HewantedtoworkwithmeintakingMzwakhe

down

Melusi:Letmeguessyourefused

Me:Idon'tworkwithamateursokayifyougoingto

takeMzwakhedownlookhimintheface

Melusi:Ijustwantallofthistobeoveranddone

with

Itwilllittlebrotheritwillsoon.
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Sakhile

Theyaccidentallypressedthesoundsystembutton

andweheard,howmyboywasreallygivingto

Phindile.Mzwakheisgoingtomurderusall,

Thobanicomesthroughihelphimsitdown.

Thobani:Skhulu



Me:Don'tdon'tdothatmanever

Thabiso:Howyoufeelingnow

Thobani:Iwilllive

Ihaveneverseenhiminpainlikethatialmostfeltit.

Thobani:Yininenzeni

Me:Theypressedthewrongbuttonandsounds

fromupstairsblastedthroughthewholehouse

Thobani:Stopithoughtyallwerewatching

Me:No

Thobani:Heisgoingtokillyou

Me:Manwhathappenedtoyou

Thobani:Idon'tknowitrippedithoughttheywere

insidenextthingiambeingbittenbyasnake

Iwhistle.



Mzwakhe

Iamsoangryrightnowican'tbelievethey

disrespectedmelikethisandmygirlfriend.

Invasionofmyprivacylikethatpissedthefuckof.It

justwentdownandwestopped,webeenlayingin

bedquietly.

Me:Canyoutellmewhathappenedyesterday

Phindile:Ionlysaywhatiamsupposedtosayother

thingsisreallynotmybusiness

Inod.

Phindile:Whaticansayisyoudon'treallyneedme

Igetupandopenthebedsidedrawertakingoutthe

transferpapers.



Me:Ineedyoutosignthisplease

Phindile:Whatisthis

Me:Iammovingeverythingiowntoyourname

Phindile:Mmmimpressive

Me:Ialsoneedyourdocuments

Phindile:Howareyougoingtomakesuretheydon't

seeyoutransferredeverythingintomyname

Me:Thatswhyineedyoutosignthesepapers

Phindile:Iwouldhavetogothroughthemfirst

Me:Don'tyoutrustme

Phindile:Youcouldbetrappingortyingmeinto

something

Me:Sojustsignthedamnpapersandgiveitto

Lindokuhle

Phindile:Whyareyoubeinglikethis

Me:Phindilejustsignthedamnthing

Phindile:Iwillhavemylawyercheckitthansignit



Me:Youknowwhatfinewhatever

Itakethepapersawayfromherandtearthem,i

grabmyphoneandleave.

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Notnow

Sakhile

Yeahheispissedoffandhewenttooffloadon

someoneelse.PhindilewascleaningThobani's

wouldinthecloseeyeofThato.

Thobani:Ungangibulalifuth

Phindile:Iammakingsureallthevenomcomesout

sothatyoudon'tdie

Shegrabsthecupthandunksitinthebasinand



comesoutwithwater.Shepoursonthewoundpart,

hecloseshiseyesandtightlyholdsherhand.

Me:Staystrongbroitsalmostover

Thobani:Mmmdamngirl

Phindile:Youcanletgonow

Thobani:Ohsorry

Thabiso:Youokaywantmetogetyouanything,

whateveritisyounameitiwilldoit

Phindile:Idon'tneedyoutodoanything

Thabiso:Butiinsist

Phindile:IamfineThabiso

Noshe'snotsheleansbackonthecouchand

closeshereyes.

Thabiso:NgconokubeiminayaboOlwethunoma

singahlukana



Olwethu:Usahlulwayimihowmuchmoreyena

Thabiso:AngifuniukufaminaOlwethu

Shelooksathim.

Thabiso:Ngiyaxolisasengithule

Shegoesbacktosleep.

Me:Kantiskhuluyinilengaka

Thabiso:Celanazingihlulekengizamile

Me:Awnkabzin..Bathiniohayikhoiflopsharp

Thobani:Lithinileloqola

Me:Ilahlebaba(Stolencars)mommysiyahambake

manjeuberightneh



Idancetoabeatonlyicanhear.

Me:Younotcoming

Thabiso:Yallgoiamgoingtostayhere

Okaythat'sstrangeheneverstaysbehind,hegets

evenangryifwehavenoplan.

Vukani

Carsoncametoseemecaneveryonejustwaitand

seemybigfinalewhatiswrongnow.

Carson:Doesmomknowyouout

Me:Noiwanttosurpriseheronceigotthemoney

Carson:Whenyouplanondoingthings

Itakeofmyglassesandlookathim.



Me:Thatsgoingtobeaverydangerousmoveon

yourend

Carson:Idon'tcarethere'snotmuchyoucandoto

methatihaven'tseen

Me:WowmtanomlunguMzwakhetaughtyouwell

Carson:Shutupyouhoeheismovingthemoney

youdumbbratinhisgirlfriendsname

Me:What

Carson:Yeahcarryonwithyourzenvukshere

Hegetsupandleavebuthowdammit.

Me:Iknewishouldhavebeentwelvestepsahead

ofhim

IlookatmyphoneithinkaboutcallingAndile,but

thatfoolwilljustdragthingsout.



Me:Yeahletsmeetupwegotsomeimportant

thingstodo

Phindile

Ipreparingdinnerlasagnaandsomewings,whilei

seeMzwakheenjoyingthemoment.Idon'twantto

bedisturbedsoeveryonehereisdoingtheirown

thing

"Arghmansweetheart"

"AwukahleSizwe"

Dotheynotgetthememoijustwanttobeleftalone.

Thabisocomestocheckonmeiignorehim.

Thabiso:Phindilereallyifthereisanything



Ipointtheknifeathim.

Me:Justleavemealoneokayplease

Thabiso:Youknowwehaveto

Lindo:Thabisoifthisisgoingtobeaproblemwe

canmakeyouforget

Ijustwanttobeleftaloneisthattoomuchtoask

for.
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Phindile

Iwakeupfromwhatfeelslikeadeepdeepsleep.I

getupfromthecouchandsteponsomething,ilook

downhesleepingonthefloorwithanemptybottle

onhishand.

Me:Mzwakhe..Mzwakhegetup



Heshootshiseyesopenandgroans.

Me:Getupwhyyousleepingonthefloor

Mzwakhe:Idid...Ididn'twanttowakeyouupand

thanyoukillmeformessingup.Iamunderalotof

pressure,thisidiotgothimselflockedupandthan

blamingmeforsomethingididn'tdo.Idon'tknow

whathappened

Ishecrying.

Mzwakhe:Inevermyfamilyneverputsanyonein

harmsway

Me:NoziisnotThobani'schild

Mzwakhe:Iwanttounderstandreallywhythisman

isafterme



Helooksatme.

Me:Carsonishishalfbrother

Hekissesmeifididn'tknowthetruthiprobably

wouldhavewalkedout.Butthatgreatgrandmother

needsme.

Sakhile

IwentovertoLindani'splaceofbusinesssince

Mzwakhesaidheistakingover,moreworkforme.

Linda:Awizinjamadoda

Me:MfethuyaziuMzwakhe

Linda:Well

Welaugh.



Linda:Anishongoukuthumommyuzosiza

Me:Loshlamalouflopilefuth

Linda:Yenzaniiwakhemanjesowenzanipho

Me:Wejusthavetodoitourselves

Linda:Wedon'thavethatkindofmanpowerthey

staringathimandtakinghimdown

WithPhindilewehavesomekindofadvantageour

enemieswon'tevenseeuscoming.Iknowits

wrongbutshe'sproventobeonoursideand

makingsurewedodgesomanybullets.

Me:Mzwakhedoesn'twantanywherenearthiswe

willfindawayoutbelieveme

Idon'tsoundconvincinghelaughs.

Phindile



Thabisocomestomewithflowersandchocolate,i

laugh.

Me:Forme

Thabiso:There'smorewherethatcamefrom

Me:Withoutadoubt

Hehandsmesomepapers.

Thabiso:Don'tmindthishoehehasneverbeenin

lovebeforeorbeinarelationshipokay

Me:Ohhubbytheseareuselessnow

Mzwakhe:Mamangixolisilenjenamanje

ngisaxolisa

Me:Whatiamsayingyouhaditandyouletitslip

awayheknowswhatyourtryingtodo

Mzwakhe:How



SethuandThobanimaketheirway,thelittlegirl

runstoMzwakhehepicksherupandswingsher.I

lookathim.

Mzwakhe:Heypumpkinhowareyoudoing

Iwonderwhatitiskidsjustadorehim.

Mzwakhe

Myheartisheavyican'timaginewhatthiswilldoto

myboy.Inorderformetobelievethisineedtodoa

DNAtest,notsayingidon'tbelievePhindile.But

thesearesomeserioushecticaccusationsnowi

seewhySethuwasamistakeandthebaby.

Thobani:Mzwakhedon'tbegivingmychild

chocolatenow

IshowhimmyhandandlaughwithNozi.Myphone



rings.

Me:Hi

Sakhile:Soeverythingheresofarisgoodnowiam

headingoverto

Me:Ineedyoutostopwhatyoudoingandcome

back

Sakhile:What

Me:Weneedtofigureoutawayoutofthis

Sakhile:Wee

Me:Buyaskhulu

Sakhile:YoufixedthingswithPhindile

Me:Notentirelybutyeahwetalking

Sakhile:Okayiamonmyway

Me:Moja

IlookatThobani.



Phindile:Hibabeohthat'sagreatideaahwhyay

ratodoyouknowwhatshesaidtome

Shelaughs.

Phindile:Itsfinewecanmeetupidon'tknow

Nonhledoesn'thavetimeformeitsallabout

Ayandathesedays..Okaymylovenowedon't,

alrightiwilltelltheladiesbye

Ineedmyexterminators.

Phindile

Ineededthiswhileiampartiallyunemployed.I

literallynothingtodo,betweensatisfyingMzwakhe,

theancestorsandmyselfitsgoingtobemadhectic

forme.Idon'tknowhowiamgoingtobeableto

handlethis,butiamnotweakandiwillaccomplish



this.

Nonhle:SiyabongaweRatophelasekuthiwa

anginaskhatbisamuntu

Olwethu:Nonhleuhleziungekho

Me:Webarelyseeyouwhatyoumean

Sheblushes.

Sihle:SontombiyaMzwakheyaziangikholwa

namanje

Rato:YouknowicalledusherebecauseThobani's

birthdayiscominguprightithoughtwhynot

combineitwithmyhusband'sbirthdayandhavethe

timeofourlives.Sethumaybeyouandicanplanit

Sethu:That'sagreatideaactually



Sihle:Whendidyoustartdating

Me:Yougettingsomewherewiththis

Sihle:Noijustwanttoknowareyoupassingbyor

Rato:Thoseweremythoughtsinthebeginningbut

movingonwhatdoyouthinkaboutthisweekend

Me:OkaySihlespititoutsaywhatyouhavetosay

layitonthetable,youwanttobespicyright

Sihle:Aychaangidaliimpi

Shebitesherlowerlip.

Nonhle:Youshouldwipethatsmirkofyourface

Olwethu:Whyyouaskingabouttheirrelationship

Sihle:ItsfascinatingtheMzwakheiknowis

TheMzwakhesheknowsitsbeenawhilesincei

slappedsomeone,bringitSihle.

[06/06,15:17] :119



Mzwakhe

Iwasgivinghimthedownlowineedtobelevel

mindedanddrunk,okaymaybenotdrunkbuthe

musthaveaglassofsomethinginhishand.After

breakfastwechilledinmyroomlateronihavea

meeting.

Sakhile:Ohmyican'tbelieveiaminabedyoudo

nastythingsin

Me:Shutup

Helaughs.

Sakhile:Areyougoingtof***me

Me:Niceandslowyourwilldisappear

Sakhile:Don'thurtmenow

Me:Okayalreadyweknowlahlaumlenzeand



Melusiarebrothers,mybabyconfirmedthat.Okay

hereistheahamomentCarsonistheirhalfbrother

Sakhile:Shutthefrontdoor

Me:Iamenteringandiamdoingthethusophala

Sakhile:Hedoesn'thaveliftafinger

Me:Onebutton

Sakhile:Themoneyishis

Me:Okaynowiamgoingtofuckyouforandhurt

yousobad

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:NozibusisoisnotThobani'schild

HegetsupandleavesifPhindilesaysititsgottobe

true.

Sakhile

IamblownallthewaytothegraveMzwakhedid

notjusttellmethisno,ilookatthemplayinghappy



familydotheyrealizethesearesomedamaging

accusations.

Me:UhmThobani

Thobani:Skhulu

Me:Willyoubeabletocomeungathisikushiya

ngaphandle

Thobani:Iamactuallyinpain

Mzwakhe:Doweneedtotakeyoutothehospital

Thobani:Idon'tknow

Phindile:Stophavingsexandyouwillhealjust

perfectly

Helaughs.

Me:Wenaayuyingozingiyakusaba

Phindile:Angithngangifunaukungisizewena

wabukauMzwakhe



Me:AyngekeuyingozimtakaGumedeuyingozi

Phindile:Whatyouplanondoing

Me:Hlampesingazwanaminanawe

Phindile:Puthimonaleashforthreedaysthanwe

cantalk

Me:Awkhululekamommy

Mzwakhe:Ngicelaululamengiyakudingakulespani

Thisisgoingtoriphisheartout.

Mzwakhe

Ithinkicanbehaveformorethanthreedays.I

honestlydon'tknowwhatiamgoingtodoCarson

holdsallthecards,hecaneitherbetrayhisbrother

ormeihavetotalktomyboys.

Busi:Lindanistop

Linda:Awmommy



Ikeeptheladiesoutofthisasmuchasicanbut

todayineededtotalktothem.

Me:WeSihleyinileobuyenzanomaobuzama

ukuyenzangeskhathininedhililenu(Sihlewhatdid

youdoorwastryingtodowhenyouwereoutwith

theladies)

Sihle:Iwasjustaskingher

Me:Ubuzaubuzaninoyaziungaphenduli.Lalela

mamaintombiyamimaseikushayangeke

ngiyivimbe,ngizobengiseduzekwayongenze

isiqinisekisosokuthuyakubhaxa.Uyakubhaxisisa

futh,ucabangiuzogijimauvuleumlomowakho

unekeizindabazamiucabangeukuthkhonainto

ezowenzeka

Sakhile:Uzonya



Me:Howdumbcanyoube

Theylaugh.

Me:Noseriouslyareyouthatstupid

Sakhile:Okaysettledownletsgetbacktobusiness

Me:Carsonineedyoutoholdonalittlebitthere's

onemoreandthatyoucan

Henodsdammitheissowhiteyoucan'ttellifhe

looksexactlylikeMelusiorVukani.Myphonerings.

Me:Youmissmealready

"Itsmeweatthehospital"



Me:Iniokayiamcoming..Letsgo

Sakhile:What

Me:AsambeSakhile

Phindile

Idon'tknowwhathappeneditsasifmystomach

wasexploding,itwasinknotsandiwas

experiencingexcruciatingpaininmylower

abdomen.

"Tsekungijwayelakabiuthikwenzekeni"

Hevigorouslyentersandrunstomyside.

Mzwakhe:Mama

Iholdhishand.



Mzwakhe:Itsokayiamhere...Phamandla

Phamandla:Sorryitooksolongitsbusythesedays

Mzwakhehelpsmetositup.

Phamandla:Didyouorderanythingatakeawayor

something

Me:YeahNonhleandiorderafewtakeaways,iate

aburgerandthenthishappen

Phamandla:Okaythere'sisnowaytosaythisyou

werepregnant

Mzwakhelooksatme.

Phamandla:Weneedtogetyoutosurgerynowand

flushoutsomemoreofwhatyouconsumed

Pregnanthowwasipregnantandididn't



experienceitatall.

Mzwakhe:Phamandla

Phamandla:NotnowMzwakhehereisa

prescriptiongofetchitandwait

Iclosemyeyesandateardropsdown.
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Mzwakhe

Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyorhowthishappened,

thatshitisdangerous.Apowderthatslowlyeats

yourorgans,weputatrackingchipinitthatchip

showseveryoneyourwhereabouts.Ifyourpartner

doesn'tmarkyouthebesthitmanwithtakeherout.

Sakhile:She'sokaybro

Me:Man



Sakhile:Diehardumommy

Me:Iyasebenzabafoiyasebenza

Sakhile:Lalelalalela

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Kuyochithekaigazimchana

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Asambesiyomlandake

Phindile

Howamigettingpregnantandthenextdayiam

havingamiscarriage.Thabisowasbesideme,

Mzwakhewasonhiswaytofetchme.

Thabiso:Don'tworryyouwillbefine

Me:Ihadadreamlastnightisawmybabyhesaid

mommyitwasn'ttimeformeyet



Thabiso:Isitbecauseofwhatyouare

Me:Idon'tknowidon'twanttocryyallmustalso

cleansemethesearetwomiscarriagesnow

Heholdsmyhand.

"Stopholdingmygirlfriendshand"

Helet'sgo.

Mzwakhe:Andiwasdoubtingmyselfthebig

actuallyworks

Hehugsmeiholdontohimalittlelonger.

Mzwakhe:Phindileyougoingtomakemecry

Me:Iamsorry



Mzwakhe:Don'tapologize

Hekissesme.

Mzwakhe:Youready

Hehelpsmeupandhelpsmesitonthewheelchair,

ohmybaby.

Vukani

Ireceiveatestmessageiopenitwhywassheat

thehospital,icallMelusihetakeshissweettime

answering.

Melusi:Vukani

Me:Whyisthegirlfriendfromthehospital

Melusi:Whatgirlfriendnow

Me:Mzwakhe'sgirlfriend



Melusi:Oh

Me:Nkokhulumawena

Melusi:Itookituponmyselftogiveherther

Ipinchmynose.

Me:Yougaveherther

Melusi:Yes

Me:AshonelomuntungizoqedangaweMelusi

uyangizwa

Melusi:Hawu

Me:Ngizokubulalanxiucelweubaniyiniubeisdomi.

YiniungacabangiyaziuzokubulalauMzwakhe

Ihungup.

Me:NumzanOwen



Carson:Hesayshegotonemorejobtodothani

cancashin

Me:Okayso

Carson:Yousaidyouwantthemoney

Iwantmorethanjustthemoney.

Mzwakhe

WearrivehomePhindiledoesn'tcryman.She

doesn'tshowanyemotionshejustactssostrong,

evenmyhoe-ishwaysdon'taffecther.Shealways

hasherb*tchrestingfaceallthetimeyoucan'tread

her.

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:Yeah

Thabiso:Wemustgohome

Me:Yinimanje



Thabiso:Sheneedstobecleanseditshersecond

miscarriage

Ilookathimandmymindstartstrailingback.

Thabiso:Nonodon'teventhinklikethatsheate

somethingsaphuma

Me:Bhuti

Thabiso:ChaMzwakhe

Me:She'snotdyingwhatifthesepregnanciesare

Thabiso:Nookayandyoudaregosleepout

uzongitholakahle,awusukeeduzekwamihamba,

hambaMzwakheungangicasuli

Isitnexttohershecuddlesme.

Phindile:OhyeahMzwakheBhengu

Me:Mommy



Ikissherforehead.

Sakhile:Somommy

Phindile:Canwegetsomeprivacy

Sakhile

Whydoweneedsomeprivacy.

Phindile:Yousureyouwanttodothis

Me:Mommy

Phindile:Okay

Me:Waithowfirst

Sheshowsmeherwristshereyeschange,wind

blowsthroughherhair.



Me:Phindileno

Phindile:HiSakhile

Me:IsthiswhyThabisoissoandyouknowohmy

God.OhmanMzwakheofallpeopleno

Thisisadisaster.

Phindile:Hehadtheperfectopportunityandheletit

slipforsleepingwithSihle

Me:Okaysowhatamigoingtodo

Awhitesnakeslitherstoherandcoilsupnextto

her,iholdmyhead.Itcomestomeandslowly

wrapsuparoundme.

Phindile:Spreadyourarmsout

Me:No

Phindile:Sakhile



Me:Mommynowhatisthisfor

Phindile:Youbondingwiththesnake

Me:Ohhellnoareyoubondingmewithsome

snakeokayokay

Phindile:Relax

Me:Kodwamommy

Phindile:Sakhile

Me:Canitakeashotfirst

Ispreadmyarmsoutitwrapsallovermybodyand

restontopofmyhead.

Phindile:Openyoureyes

Idosheturnsintoabigbadblacksnake,she

comesandwrapsaroundmeandthesnake

coveringus.



Iopenmyeyesandbeautifuldoesnotevenexplain

whatsbeforeme.

Phindile:Allyouhavetodoisacceptwhateveryou

seeandiwilltellyoutherest
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Phindile

OfcourseMzwakhefailedtokeephiswordheleft,

afterarestlessnightheneededtogocoolofin

someone'svagina.Whydidthismandenyhis

children,looknowheisasnakeandhisgreat

grandchildrenareworsethenhim.Leratofacetime

megirlisfire.

Me:Wenzangani

Rato:Goodd*ck,listening,keepingquietand

spendingthatmoney



Welaugh.

Me:IfwasamaniwouldstealyoufromNkanyiso

"Thankgoodnessyounot"

Nonhle:Hmmkodwarato

Rato:Igotsomewine,champagneeverythingcome

onoverandchillbringyourbikinis

Nonhle:Can'tsaynotothat

Me:IwillspeaktoMzwakhefirst

Theyalllookatme.

Rato:Okayletmeknowwhathesays

Me:Okaybyeboo..Nangibukakwenzenjanhave

yallforgottensomeoneouttherewantingtokillme



Sakhile

Icannotbelieveorexplainwhatjusthappenedto

me,alliknowigotthissickasstattooonmywrist.

Thabiso:Skhulukonkekulungile

Me:Ngiyathembaangekekufikeekutheni

siphunyukelweilentole(Ihopeitdoesn'tgettoa

pointofloosingher)

Thabiso:Mxmukuphimanjeakabonwa(Whereis

henow,nowheretobefound)

Phindileisgemandtofindoutsheisthequeen

takesittoanotherlevel.Mzwakhewillregretthis

sincewecan'tknowwhosheisuntilshefeelsin

love.

Me:Mamaningalungangizonihambisamina

Phindile:Yousure



Me:Mommy

Thabiso:Okaygiveittome

Me:Iwasatthisbeautifulplacewiththemost

beautifulblackshinyriveryohThabiso.Thepeace

andharmonyofthatplaceunbelievable

Thabiso:Andthatithingibonenice..Haibomana

that'sthefamilybirthmark

Me:Iamthequeenyoiamthequeen

Welaugh.

Thabiso:AwwenakadewabaowakwaBhenguaylo

Ndlovuongamazinokumazi

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe

Iarrivehomeandheadstraighttomyroom.I



haven'tenteredthishouseeversince,thewomani

wassupposedtomarrydiedSamkelisiwe.Myfirst

trueloveilovedthatgirlwithmywholeheart,thani

messedthingsupwithPearl.

Samkelisiwe'sdeathwasunbelievablenoone

knowswhathappened,herfamilyblamedmeandi

wasleftheartbroken.Fastforwardeverygirli

attemptedbeinginarelationshipwithdiedonmy

birthdate.

Ivowedtoneverloveagainandjustbeapure

f*ckboy.Theycalledmethevaginaslayertoprotect

them,noonediedaftermakingthatdecision.Than

Phindilecamearoundohiwasgraspedbyher

beautyindoniyamanzi.Ican'tloveherbecause

whatifshediesandiamleftwithasadbroken

heart.

Ifeelbadfortreatingherthiswayiwishicanopen

up,butigottensoscaredthatanythingisaymight



workagainstme.

"Helloisthereanybodyhere"

Iheaddownstairs.

Her:Thisyourhouse

Me:Mybrothersandfamilylivehereitsthefirst

timeiamcominghere

Shesmilessoonihavetoendthingsandprotect

her,thangoandbreaksomebodyelse'sheart.

Me:Come

Phindile

Wearriveatleratohouseaboutahundredcars

accompanyingus,withabunchofbigbuffangry



man.

Rato:Haiboandthanwhatswiththemilitarybasein

myhouse

Welaugh,shehugsus.

Me:Inkanankanababes

Rato:Notedcomeinsidewegoingtochangeand

headtothepool..Ohokay

Wecamewellprepared.

Me:Idon'trememberyouswimming

Nonhle:WhenyouhaveamanlikeAyanda,you

shouldknowhowtoswimotherwiseyouwilldrown

Shesaysdivingin.



Olwethu:Youguysarerough

Me:KahleOlwethuwenanendodayakho

ngiyathandaukuzigugisa

Olwethu:Ineverhadthisluxuryitwastakecareof

Thabiso,takecareoftheboys

Me:Understandablysobutyougottostoplivingin

thegoldendaysandfocusonthenow.Wewant

babies

Shelaughs.

Rato:Youladieshungry

Me:Ngathungangiphainyamakuphele

Sakhile

Ikeptcallinghimandhisphonegoesstraightto

voicemail.Mzwakhemanyouhavedisappointed



me,phindileiseverythingandmorewhyishedoing

this.TheliftopensSindiswaandLindokuhleenter.

Sindi:Helloeveryone

Me:Wifey

Thabiso:Howdiditgo

Lindo:Iwonthecase

Wewhistle.

Thabiso:OwakwaBhenguwenahuh

Lindo:Mxolisihasfullcustodyofhissons.Lizeka

getsonceaweekendeverymonthvisitationrights,

untiltheyoldenoughtomaketheirowndecisions

Me:Whataboutschoolandwhat

Lindo:PhindileandMzwakhearetheirguardians,

thedivorceprocesswillbefinalizedafterthree

months.Yeahwehadtousethosesensitivephotos



Thabiso:Iamproudofyou

Lindo:Ngiyabongabhutiandcongratulationstoyou

tooihearyouasnakenow

What.

Phindile

Myfacewasonfirewewerereallyhavingagood

time,igetupandheadtothekitchen.Igraba

kitchentowelleratowilljusthavetoforgiveme.I

wetitthanringitoutandplaceitonmyface,thani

feelhandsonmyass.

Me:Excuseyouwhatyouthinkyoudoing

Him:Comeoniknowyouwantto

Me:Noidon't

Itrytopasshimheblocksme,iturnaroundhe



grabsmyhairiscream.Hethanbangsmyheadon

thecounter.

"Whatthefuck"

Thatsthelastthingihearbeforeipassout.
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Vukani

Idon'tknowwhatweedmybrotherissmokingright

now.Heisallovertheplacemakingmistakesover

someuselessgrudge.

Melusi:Iwasonlyhelping

Me:UcelweubaniMelusiufunangempela

intombazaneyabantuengahlangeneibulawe

ungajabulawenayonkeleyontoife



Helooksdown.

Me:Nodon'tlookdownshewaspregnantandyou

fedherthepowder,thankGodtheyhavedoctors

whoarefastontheirfeet.Youclearlydon'tknow

anythingabouttakingthatmanon

Hegetsupandleavesisighihopehemarksher.

Mzwakhe

Ihadtorushbackhomeandshehadtogotowork.

Ican'tbelievethesepeopletheyknowsheisin

danger,yettheystillsendherout.

Me:BenikuphiyenzekalentoNkanyisouvumela

kanjanabantubangenekwakho,eskhaleni

bazohlasela

Theykeepquiet.



Me:Nathulangikhulumanani

Nonhle:Itsnotthatbadcome

Ilookup,idon'tknowwhatcrackthoseMhlongo

boysaresmoking,butthiswartheyhavestarted

won'tendwell.

Phindile:Ikhandaelingiphethekodwa

Nonhle:Whydidyoufightback

Shelaughs.

Phindile:Iwalkedawaywhenicouldhavedone

somethingrealbad

Me:WhymustyoualwaysdefymePhindile

Phindile:Iwasgoingtoaskyou,theylookedatme



Sakhile

Me:UjolanoSakhilewenauyenaokutshelaukuth

wenzeni

Phindile:TheylookedatmeSakhilesaidwecango

Me:Bukaukuthunjanmanje

Myphonerings.

Me:Heyyeahcanicallyoulateriaminthemiddle

ofsomethingnoyeahthankyou...Ningijwayelakabi

ninaaningazikahle,Nonhlefakaiycathulosambe

Sakhile

Wearriveinthemiddleofnowhereheisnotgoing

tobullshitusandthinkwescaredofhim,although

somethingdifferentabouthim.Themenwere

hangingtiedtothebranches.



Mzwakhe:Yellowbone

AhNonhleisgoingtoexperienceajawdropping

moment.Igiveheraphone.

Mzwakhe:DVDiyalaphosweetheartngifuna,

unganyakaziibonakalekahleangithiuyangithola

Heturnsaroundshenodsandholdsthephoneup.

Ayandastandsbehindher,holdinghertight.

Mzwakhe:Whosentyou

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Iforgotyoucan'ttalk

Hepressesthedetonaterbuttonpoofhisbody



explodes.Nonhleflinchandalmostdropsthe

phone,theotheronefaintedwhilestillhanging.

Mzwakhe:Eyyazininesbindisenikhohliwe

ngempelaukuthngiwubani.Nkanyisoobanilaba

Nka:SomedudesMelusibroughtaroundtheypart

ofateam

Mzwakhe:Angihambingisebenzanezihlamamina.

Hmmyouthoughtyouweretoughhuhyoubanging

peopleyoudon'tknowontables

Hisbodyexplodesokayithoughtiwastoughbut

thisisdisgusting,Nonhleisshakinghedancesand

dancesandblowsupthelastguy.Ayandatakesthe

phone,savesthevideoandhandsitbacktome.

Mzwakhe:Welcometothefamilymarkher

Phindile



Thatwasahardknockitimpairedmyvisionalittle

bit.Ihadnoideathatwasgoingtohappen,myhead

isbangingirunoutofmywatersupply.Ihavetogo

totheriverorLindoorSindiswahavetofetchme

some.

Thabiso:Thereyougo

Me:Thankyou

Hehandsmeaglassofwaterandsomepainkillers.

Thabiso:Doyouwantanything

Me:Ineedtogo

Thabiso:Okay

Me:Home

Thabiso:IthinkweshouldwaitforMzwakheto

comeback

Me:Myheadiskillingme



Thabiso:Waithomeasin

Me:Ithinkiamgoingtoliedown

Ilaydownitdoesn'ttakesecondsformetopass

out.

Mzwakhe

WehadtostopafewtimesNonhlegotsickand

threwupacoupleoftimes.Wepassedbythemall

andgrabbedsomelemonandsalt,webackhome

nowbabyissleepingonthecouchlikeadead

person.Thabisonexttoheriamfailingto

understandthissuddenheisteamPhindileallthe

way.

Icrouchdownandstareather.Lindokuhlecomes

withSakhile,iheardhewonthecaseiamsoproud

ofhim.Herunshiswristdownherface,shewakes

upgasping.



Lindo:Thereyougo

Phindile:Thankyou

Shegulpsdowntheentireglassofwater.

Lindo:Howdoyoufeelnow

Phindile:Itsnotgoingaway

Okaynotcomingbackmayhavebeenamistake

andalsonotlettingherknowwhereiamat.

Sakhile:Wemommybathilabaminangiyinyoka

ShelaughswhendidSakhilegetatattoo.Igetup

andheadup.

Phindile



Whyamibeingpunishedforsomethinghedid,ami

notallowedtobeangry.Iamsupposedtomake

sureidon'trepeatthesamemistakesgreat

grandmotherdid,beingangryisoneofthem.

Me:Noletmetellyouhowitsgoingtowork.You

notasnakehoweverhedoesliveinyouandyou

liveinhim.Whateveryoudohefeelsitand

whateverhedoesyoufeelit

Sakhile:Everything

Me:Everythingsoifyoubumpingandgrindinghe

willfeelitto

Sakhile:Wow

Me:OkaySakhilewhoeverisloyalyouaregoingto

seethatbirthmarkonthem

Sakhile:Exactlylikethis

Me:Youseethesnakeiswrappedaround

umkhonto(spear/trident)andifnot



Sakhile:Ngekeivele(Itwon'tshow)

Me:Izovelakodwaizohlukana

Thabiso:Yindabizohlukana

Me:Izohlukanangobaabathembekileizobonwa

uwenakuphelaonce.Kodwakenayoleisingabuye

ihlukanekulabaabathembekile(Itsgoingto

separatebecausetheynottrustworthy,youarethe

onlyonewhoisgoingtoseeonce.Butitcanstill

separateonthosewhoaretrustworthy)

Sakhile:Yowowthisshitiscrazy,atleastwewill

knowwhatwedealingwith

Thabiso:Ithinkwewouldn'tfunctionwithouther

Sakhile:Butforhowlongpcaniaskwhatisgoing

tohappenifthingsdon'tworkout

Me:Wellyoudon'tneedtoknowthat

Igetupandheadupstairs.
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Phindile

Idosedofreallygooditryopeningmyeyesthey

hurt.Ihavetopeeluckilyiknowmywayaroundthis

room,igetupheholdsme.

Mzwakhe:Uyaphi

Me:Sorrymyeyeshurtijustwantedtousethe

bathroom

Hepicksmeupbridalstyleiwrapmyhandsaround

hisneck.Hepullsmynightdressupthanmypanty

down.

Mzwakhe:Chamake

Isitdown,iletgoofthelongestpeeofmylife.After



thelastdropifeelmyselfbeingwipedisn'thejust.

Afterwashingmyhandsheliftsmeupagainand

gentlyplacesontopofthebed.

Mzwakhe:Iamsorryiamsorryyougothurtandi

wasn'ttheretoprotectyou

Me:Thankyou

Mzwakhe:Iamsorryiwasn't

Me:Stop

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:YaziMzwakhemaseungasangifunicela

ungitshele,ungangenziislimaungadlalingami.

Ungangibukiemehlweniungikhohlise

Hesighs.

Mzwakhe:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat

Me:Yesplease



Nonhle

Aftersufferingfromyesterdaytrauma.Ayanda

decidedtotakemeout,haveyouwitnessedabody

blowingupalltheirinsidesandorgansblowingup.

Whodoesthatineededtobefarawayfrom

Mzwakhe.

Me:Wherewegoing

Ayanda:Somewherepeaceful

Okay:Yousurethisisagoodidea

Ayanda:Babyrelax

Me:Okay

Hepullsupatsomeparkandstepsoutofthecar.

Ayanda:YaziwenanoPhindilenamabhinciwaitfor

aniggertoopenthedoor



Me:Iamsorry

Hetakesmyhandweheadtoapicnicsetup.

Me:Ayandaisthisforme

Ayanda:Yeah

Me:Ncooohsothereisasoftmushyperson

underneathallthis,youjusthavetodigitout.Don't

ruinthemoment

Helaughsandsitsdownisitinbetweenhislegs.

Ayanda:Shouldwetalkthaneatoreatwhiletalking

Me:Let'stalkfirst

Ayanda:Youknowiloveyourightandiamcrazy

aboutyou,thefirsttimeisawyouiknewihadto

makeyoumine

Me:Iamgladyoudidthere'splentyoffishinthe



sea

Ayanda:Canyouletmefinishplease

Me:Sorry

Iblush.

Ayanda:Iwantyoutoknownomatterwhat

happenstous,meoryou.Westaytruetoourselves

letsnotstartactingbetterthantheother,iwantyou

tocelebratemejustasmuchasido.Knowyour

worthcheckmewhenistartactingafool,ngifuna

ukhululekeukuthuphethemina

Me:Idon'thavetorespondtothatright

Ayanda:Nowwhoisruiningthemoment

Igiggle.



Ayanda:Forgivemeforwhatiamabouttodo

Heinjectssomethingsopainfulonmyarmi

scream.

Me:Whatthehellwasthat

Ayanda:Relaxnowitdoneiamsorry

Heblowsaironmyarmandkissesit.Thatwasnot

cool.

Ayanda:Ngiyakuthandayezwa

Sakhile

Iknowheiscomingtomewithsomebullshitandi

amgoingtolikeit.

Mzwakhe:Skhulu



Me:Bathini

Mzwakhe:IthinkiwanttoendthingswithPhindile

Lordhavemercyuponus.

Mzwakhe:Maniamjustnotfeelingitanymore

Me:How

Mzwakhe:Ibeenmessingwiththischick

Me:MzwakheBhengumanwhy

Mzwakhe:AymanPhindileufunaukuncengwayo

uhleziulokheumnakile

Me:Okaytellherthat

Mzwakhe:Nahbroiamtiredactually

Ican'ttellhimsheisthequeen.

Me:Mzwakhedon'tmakeamistakebasedonwhat



youfeelingrightnowwhatiftwomonthsfrom,you

regretit

Mzwakhe:Iwon't

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Iwillwaitfortherightmoment

Me:Skhulumfethudon'tdothisngiyakucela

Mzwakhe:Yeah

Hegetsupmyphonerings.

Me:Yeah

Thato:Yourresultsarehere

Me:Okaykeepthemforme

Voice:LetitgoyesiaminyourheadSizweismy

name

Me:Ican'tjustletitgo



Voice:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere,

ifyouhechoosestoletitgothanitseveryone's

fault.Youcannotforceloveandwecertainlycan

notforcethis

Isigh.

Vukani

Thedarkbeautywasoutonherownidoubtit,

somewherethere'smultiplebodyguardshidingin

planesite.

Me:Sawubona

Shelooksup.

Me:Cani

Phindile:Unlessyouwantmetodie



Me:Awnkosazaneenhlenjengawekanjenjekodwa

Iwon'tliesheismakingithardformetotalktoher.

Me:Sowhatisagirllikeyouallbyherself

Phindile:Youknowthetermukushawaumoya

Me:Yazingajabulakanjanukutholaumuntuofana

nawe

Phindile:Kwazibanihlampeungabanenhlanhla

Shesaysgettingupiknewtherewassomebody

watchingher,iwatchthemwalkoff.

Phindile

ItsnotonlythefortuneVukaniisafteriamalsothe

price.Jameswasdrivingmebackhome,iwas

enjoyingmymeatinthebackseat.Myphoneringsi

lookatitandletitring.Jamesphonesrings.



James:Yeahsheiswithmewecomingbackhome

nowokaybye.UthiuMzwakhengekeakuncenge

mawungafuniukuphendulaifoni

Inod.Iamnotgoingtogivehimthatsatisfaction,if

hewantstoleavemehemustbreakupwithmeand

kickmeout.

James:Yiniungaveleumtshele

Me:Imustshowmyselfnotannouncemyself

James:Whatwillhappenifthingsdon'tworkout

betweenyouto

Me:Ifyouaskingwhatwillhappentoyourfamily

youcanrelax.Andileisnotgoingtotakethem

nothingisgoingtohappentothem

James:Idon'twanttosoundlikeiambeing

inconsiderate

Me:Nothingwillhappentothemigiveyoumylife



onthat

Hesighs.

Sakhile

YoThobaniisgoingtodiesothatmeansSethuhad

conjugalvisits,fellpregnantandpinnediton

Thobanimyheartdrops.Butthoseareforlegally

marriedpeople,igrabmyphoneandmakeacall.

Me:Yeahlisteniwantyoutofindoutinformation,

aboutSiphosethukhozaandVukaniMhlongo.I

needthisinformationnownowokayiwillawait

yourcall

Howdidwenotseethisoneeyweinforaride.

Mzwakhe:Skhulu



Myphonerings.

Me:Yeahmarriedohmyokaynothankyou

Mzwakhe:Everythingokay

Me:EyaVukani

Hewhistles.

Me:She'sMrsMhlongo

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Waa

Me:Wildmyniggerwildareyouexpectingaphone

call

Mzwakhe:NoJamesandPhindilearesupposedto



beback

Iwonderwhatwillhappen.

Mzwakhe:Haiboisthat

Me:Thefamilybirthmark

Mzwakhe:Haiboyouthequeen

Ihughim.

Me:Finallyweunitedmyheartiscomplete

Welaugh.

Me:Iwish

Mzwakhe:Anyluckseeingthequeen

Me:YouwilldieMzwakheyouwilldie



Mzwakhe:Ighost

Me:Weeshealsosaidthatthiswillhelpusseethe

enemywhoeverisfaithful,itwillbelikethisthose

whoaren't

Mzwakhe:Won'thaveit

Me:Theywillhoweveritsgoingtobeseparatedof

whichonlyiamgoingtobetheonewho

Mzwakhe:Wedon'tneedPhindilethequeenisthere

tohelpus

Sheisthequeenyoudummy.
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Vukani

Melusi:Whatdoyouhaveinmindthatbighead

alwaysgotsomething

Ilookathim.



Me:Findguysandturnthatwholeplaceintoablaze

Melusi:but

Me:Idon'tcarewhogetshurtleavethedarkone

out

Melusi:Youwantthatgirl

Iremainquiet.

Melusi:Andthetestresults

Me:OfcourseSethuandthebaby

WhenisawbabyNozishekindoflookedabitlike

mtanomlungu.Carsonlooksalotlikemomeven

thoughheiswhiteandNozidefinitelylookslike

mom,butican'tbesureuntiliknowtheDNAtest

results.



Melusi:Imali

Me:Uyasabenzanjeuwudokotelakhiphawena

imalihawuungangicasuli

Helaughs.

Me:Nanguumuntubo

Phindile

Ourintimatesidehascometoapointwhereiam

theonlyonesatisfied.Heenjoysitbuthisbody

mindandsoulisnotinit,myheartbreaks.My

phonerings.

Me:Hey

Rato:Didicatchyouatabadtime

Shelaughs.



Me:Nobabewhatsup

Rato:Ihavebookedoutthewholerestaurant,since

youclosertoitcanyoujustgoandoverseeafew

things

Me:Noproblemdowehavetowearsomething

fancy

Rato:Onthepartyyouhavetocomeone

Me:Okaybye

Mzwakhe:Whoisthat

Me:LeratoohwehavingaluncheonforThobani

andNkanyiso

Mzwakhe:Ngolastminute

Me:Weplannedthisdaysagoandtheparty

tomorrow

Mzwakhe:Wowokay

Me:Iamgoingtogetready



Igetup.

Mzwakhe

Theywouldneverforgivemeformissingtheir

birthdaysandshewillbedisappointedificancelon

her.

Her:Hey

Me:Hey

Her:Whatswrongyoudon'tsoundokay

Me:Ourplans

Her:Youcanceling

Me:Ihaven'tbeenhomesoididn'tknowtheywere

planningsomething

Her:Wellsinceyouhaven'tgivenmeanyreasonnot

totrustyouiwilltakearaincheck

Ilaugh.



Me:Iwilltrytomakeitthoughandseeyou

Her:Okayihavetogo

Ihungup,Phindilecomesoutofthebathroomthat

wasquick.

Phindile

Iarriveattherestaurantitlookstheystilljust

preparing.Awaiterapproachesmewithasmile.

Waiter:Apologiesma'amweareclosed

Me:Iknow

Themanagercomes.

Manager:YoumustbePhindile



Me:Yes

Manager:Pleasecome

Waiter:Forgivemema'am

Me:Itsokay

Wehaveasit.

Manager:Soidon'tknowhowweshoulddothings

Me:Justgivethemthemenuandtheycanorder

fromitdon'tcrackyourself.Justmakesurethe

alcoholkeepscoming

Shesmiles.Theygivemeamenuandilook

throughitasiwaitforallofthem.

Sakhile

WhereishegoingnowMzwakhewillbethedeath

ofus.



Nonhle:Babepleasebringthepresents

Me:Uphiumommy

Nonhle:Ratoaskedhertogoearlyandcheckout

theplace

Inod.

Voice:Wouldyouliketoseewherehewent

Iwillnevergetusedtothis.Iinvoluntarilywalkout

tothebalcony,ibowmyhead.

"Ithoughtyousaidyouwon'tbecoming"

"Ihadtopassbyyoufirst"

Theykisswhoisthisladynow.



Voice:Wecan'ttrustyouguystolookafterher

becausewellyallwillalwaysstandbyMzwakhe

Me:Whatwillhappenwhentheyseparate

Voice:Expectbadthingsandidefinitelywillnotlet

yallgetawaywiththis

"Getoutofhismindyoulittleprick"

Me:Lindo

Lindo:Youshouldnotbetalkingtothatvoice

Me:HesaidhewasSizwe

Lindo:Ohthanyoudefinitelyshouldn'tbetalkingto

him

Me:Yourbrotherhasmovedon

Lindo:Sesizozwangenkosazaneindlelaeya

phambili



Ishakemyhead.

Phindile

Finallytheyfilluptherestaurantiatewithoutthem

andiamfull,theygoingtokillmeratoalwayslooks

dropdeadgorgeous.

Rato:Aveuphoxa

Me:Howaretheygoingtogethere

Rato:Sethutheywouldknowsomethingisupifi

waswiththem

Sakhile:Mommy

Hehugsme.

Me:Hey

Rato:Senilaokayokay..Everybodymyhusband

andThobaniareonhisway



Welaugh.

Sakhile:Don'tleavehim

Heentersinthenickoftime,hewavesateveryone

andcomestous.

Mzwakhe:Whatareyoudoingwithmygirlfriend

Sakhile:Ayluthoskhulu

SethuwalksinwithThobaniandNkanyiso.Nozi

runstoMzwakhe,shoulditellthemabunchofman

aregoingtoenterandstartshootingeverything.

Beforeicanevensayanythingiheargunshots.

Mzwakheshovesmetothefloor,bulletscome

flyinginfromeverydirectionpeoplescreaming.I



seebloodalloverMzwakhewelookateach.
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Vukani

IopenthebrownenvelopeokayNozibusisoareyou

mybabyornot.Ireadthrougheverythingtilligetto

thebottom.

Me:99.9percent

Istandonmyfeet,igrabmyphone.

Me:Melusipickup

Itringsandringsandringstillheanswersina

happymood.

Me:CallitofMelusi



Melusi:Todaymybrotherwehavemadehistory,

waitwhat

Me:Callitoff

Melusi:Ayusuyangixakakemanje

Me:ArghMelusi

Igrabthecarkeysandrunoutidon'tevenhavemy

shoeson.

Phindile

Throughalltheattacksthishasbeentheworst,fire

hasseizedandwearenowdealingwiththe

aftermath.IgetupiseeSethulayinginherown

poolofblood,Mzwakhegetsupidon'tknowifheis

bleedingoritsNozibusiso'sblood.IhearNonhle

screamsthanpolicesirens,somewaitersaredead.

Thobanislowlycomeshefallsonhisknees,sheis

layingflattheredeadeverybodyelseisfine.



Voice:Somethingsarewaybeyondourcontrol,we

can'tstopwhathasalreadybeenwritten

Hesobs,hebringsherclosetohischestandcries

rockingbackandforward.Ifeelweakandsickto

mystomach.

Vukani

Iarriveatthesceneimadesuretohidemyself

reallywell,twobodybagscomeout.Aladyina

stretchereveryonehascometoseewhatis

happening.MyheartisracingtheBhengu'sandthe

crewmaketheirwayoutonebyone,ifeel

somethingbeingplacedonmyback.

"Youwongetbacktoyourcarandgosufferthe

consequencesofkillingyourownwifeandchild"

Mywholeworldshatters,iturnarounditsSakhile.



Sakhile:HambaVukani

Iwalkawaywithtearsinmyeyeshowdareshe

hidethisfromme.Howdaresheletanotherman

takecareofmychild.

Mzwakhe

Wefindhergulpingdownaglassofwhiskey,

Sakhileopensthebottomcabinetandpullsouta

bottleofvodka.WhatjusthappenedNozidyingin

myarms,Sethugone.Nonhlewoundedonthethigh.

Howcouldiletitgettothispoint,theystand

againstthecabinetsandlookatThobani.Thisisa

tragedythankGodwemadeoutalive,ohmyboyi

sitdownandbringhimtomychest.Hegrabsmy

shirtandcrieshowdoyoutakerevengeon

someonewhokilledhisfamily,that'srevenge

enoughforhim.



"Mommy"

Rato:Comemybabieseverythingisokaycome

Idon'twanthimtobeinjectedhemustfeelthepain

andhealfromit.

Me:Phindileuyaph

Phindile:Igottogosomewhere

Me:AkuyonaimpiyakholenaPhindilemawuhamba

yaziukuthyonkintoebesinayoiphumanawe

Phindile:Ahmxmubuveleungasangifuningabe

uyashonje

Shegetsinthelift.

Phindile

Thiswasaperfectmomentforhimbloodybastard,



iwenttogotofetchwaterfromtheriver.Ienter

Sakhile'sroomileavetheboxonhisbedandanote.

Sizwe:Canitrustonyoutomakeaninformed

decision

Me:Whatfor

Sizwe:Wefoundyouandwecan'tloseagain

Me:Wellthanyouhaveplentyoftimetofind

anotherqueen

IfMzwakhefailstolovemeorheendsthingswith

me.Ihavetopassonthegifttotheonehisheart

desires,andiwillbegonefromtheirlives.They

won'tevenknowiexistednoremembranceofme

whatsoever.

Sizwe:Youknowheistakingthemoney

Me:Lethim

Sizwe:Andhefanciesyou



Me:Lethimatleasteventhoughheisscaredofme,

hisonegoalisgetmeunlikesomeotherpeople

Weteleportbacktotheriver.
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Aweeklater

Sakhile

WithnoideaastohowwegoingtoburySethuand

Nozibusiso.LegallytheMhlongohavetoburythem,

butthatwouldraisesomanyquestions.

James:Ithiniinto(whatsthewayforward)

Vukanitooktheempirehesparedusnotimeand

kickedeveryoneout.Wegotnomoney,nocarsno

nothing,luckilyMzwakhehadthekeystoPhindile's



apartment.MostofusareheresomeareinJames

house.

James:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:WhatdoyouwantmetodoCarson

betrayedushegaveeverythingtohisbrother

Thabiso:Ifyoujustusedyourbrainsalittlebitand

gotPhindiletosignthosepapersnoneofthiswould

behappening

Mzwakhe:OngiyekengoPhindile,uqaleninifuth

ukumthanda.Ebengakusongelezololokhu(Youcan

missmewithPhindile,andsincewhendoyoulove

her.Wasn'tshethreateningyounotsolongago)

Ifeelitinmyheartthatsheisgoingtocome

throughforus.

James:Gowanmannobabilingizonishayanihlelila

anazinozowenzenjan.AkuyonaindlukaPhindilele

ngobaukhulumakakhuluwenakhandakhulu,wena



angaziingqondoyakhoibuyeisebenzekanjan

ShecomesthroughlimpingAyandawantstodie

rightnow.

Me:Mommy

Nonhle:Iamfineguysthemostimportantthingi

madeitoutalive

Mzwakhe:Uphiumnganiwakho

Nonhle:Ula

Me:Whatdoyoumean

Nonhle:She'shereallyouneedtodoiscallher

name

Mzwakhe:Phindile..Whatshesaidcallhername

Me:Reallyman

Vukani

NowthatihavecontrolovereverythingMzwakhe



owns,noteverything.Idon'tknowwherethegirlis,

butitstimetheyknowwhoiam.

Melusi:Vukani

Me:Itsprobablygoodshe'sdeaduyifihlakanjan

inganeyami

Melusi:Idon'tknowhowididn'tsee

Me:Uyagulaekhandauyislimaubuzobonakanjan

Melusishutup

Hesighs.

Me:Hambauyofunaleyantombazaneungalokhe

ungibangelaiscefe

Whereisthisdamngirlwhatgoodisthisparadiseif

ican'tenjoyitwithher.Iflipthetable.



Melusi:Itsokayitsokay

Me:Ikilledmychild

Melusi:Itsokay

Phindile

Iaskedthemtoshowmethegirlthathastakenhis

heartbecausewellicouldn'tseeher.Alliknowis

thathewashappyandverymuchalive,ofcourse

theyrefused.

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhyihavetofixthings

Sizwe:Listenifhedoesn'tappreciateyourefforts

andfeelslikeitstoolatethanyoucanleave.Don't

actlikeyoudon'tlovehimyoulovehim,infactyou

crazyabouthim

Twosnakescomeoutofthewaterandtransform

intohuman.



Sizwe:HaveyoumetmybrothersthisisLungelo

andLungani

Iforseealotoftwinsinthisfamily.

Them:Nkosazane

Sizwe:Gobackintheirandtakebackthemoney

Idon'twanttodothat,hepullsmetowardstheriver.

Idon'twanttogoitrygettinghishandofmine,he

useshispowerstotrickme.

Iopenmyeyesiaminmybedroom.

Sakhile

Wearriveatsomehillabunchofmanaretiedand

bagged.



Me:Mommy

Sheturnsaround.

Linda:Wenaufanelweukubhejwastrong

Welookathimhelaughs.

Linda:Ngigcwelengawe

Mzwakhestandsbesideherandcarryonwalking.

Hegoesandremovesthebagsovertheirheadsone

byone.

Linda:Mtanomlungu

Thato:Melusiwee



Theylaugh.Iknewshewasgoingtocomethrough

forus.

Vukani:Whatyougoingtokillusnow

Mzwakheslapshimhelaughs.

Vukani:Isthatthebestyougot

Mzwakhe:Youdon'tevenknowhalfofitseeyour

planmighthaveworkedbeautifullybuttherewas

onemistake,one

Vukani:Youcankillmeidon'tcarebutthemhuh

youwillhaveanotherthingcoming

Mzwakhe:Yourightican'tkillthem

Phindile:Butican

Agungoesof.



Mzwakhe

Shelaughs.

Melusi:Youmissed

Phindile:Didi

Vukani:Melusi

Hegoesdown.Sakhilegoesandpickshimuphe

wakesupgasping.

Sakhile:Phindile

Phindile:Whathetoredownmyworkshopand

causedmetomiscarry

Sakhile:Okay

Shehandsmeabrownenvelope.



Phindile:Thobanicanneverknowthatwasnothis

childandyoucanneverknowthatwasyourchild

Everythingisinhernamemyphonebeeps."You

thinkwegoingtoletsomewannabecomeandtake

itallway"amessagefromLindokuhle,everythingis

inhernameilaugh.

Me:Ohyougoingtowishyoudidn'ttakemeon
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Phindile

Ididn'tgiveupmylifefornothing.Ithought

Mzwakhewasgoingtospendsometimewithme,

afteryesterdaythatwasn'tthecase.Thabiso

comestohugme,ipushhimawayfromme.He

doesn'tcarehehugsmeanyways,theliftopens.

Mzwakhe:Whatareyoudoinghere



Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:YeahuhmThankyou

Inod.

Mzwakhe:LookPhindileimayhavemeantwhati

saidalittlebit,butididn'tmeantobeharsh.You

havebeenthebestthingthat'severhappenedto

mefacts,ngiyaxolisamommy

Voice:Ididnothinghealsowantstogiveitatry,its

yourjobnowtomakesurewegettowhereweneed

toget

Weshallsee.

Mzwakhe

IamdoingthisforSakhileandhermaybealittlebit



ofmyself.Ifiamgoingtoendthingsimustdeal

withitamicably,herancestorsseemprettyhectic

andthingscangoworseforme.

Me:Heymama

Her:Heyhowarethingsgoing

Me:Iamsorryitsgoingtogetabithecticmyboy

neededandnowweplanningthefuneralheisgoing

todependonmealot

Her:Dowhatyouhavetodoandwillberighthere

Ismile.

Me:Iwillcallyoulater

Sakhile

WewenttoSethu'shousethatswherethefuneral

willbeat.ThobaniissolelymourningforNozithats



all,helovedthatgirlwithhiswholeheart.

Me:Skhulu

Thobani:Mmmm

Me:Yonkintoisihleliwesidingausukunje

Thobani:Phelecelausibizelaumanobaba

Whyishesittingonthemattress.Herfatherenters.

Mrkhoza:Sanibonamadoda

Me:Yebobabahmmyonkeintoisilungilebesicela

usuku

Mrkhoza:Awkonkekugcinekulungile

Me:Yebobaba

Mrkhoza:Makubeulwesinikadeveleesehlalile

ikonzoizobeisesontweni



Hecovershisfaceandcries.

Mrkhoza:Angazihlampenomaoyedwawenu

engasalanomanimushayisengomoya

MzwakheandPhindileknocksandenter.

Phindile:Sanibonani

ShegoestothemattressMzwakheandistep

outside.

Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Ithinkyoushouldstaybehindandforget

aboutmessingaround

Me:Iamgoingtobethereformyboyhawu

Sakhile:HesaidThursdayandthefuneralisgoing

totakeplaceatchurch



Me:Itsbetterthannothingwegoingtogiveherthat

dignifiedfuneralandmoveon

Sakhile:Yeah

Phindilecomesoutflirtingwithsomeguy,hold

please.

Me:Myguyzwakala

Him:Sure

Me:Manjemfethukhambaniwazihlekisanemama

ngiyazimuhleimpelainjayegame.Anginendaba

kushoniwelayikhayakodwaleyokuthiuzofika

ushelananomuntuwaminomyguy

Sakhile:Aydumikanjalo

Thobani:Ngazilenifikanjesenisabisaabantu

Thisiswhattheywantedandiamgivingittothem.



Phindile

Iwastalkingtomomshetoldmetosendher

condolences.Itoldherwhenisthefuneralandall

ofthemwillattend,Thobanineedseveryoneithurts

evenmorebecauseNoziwasnothis.

Voice:Thankyou

Me:Whatdoyouwant

Voice:Forhimtovisitusandnotforgetaboutus

Me:Hewillneverforgetaboutyou

Voice:Idon'tknowhowlongtillNoziknowsthe

truth

Me:Youcanrelaxandknowwearenevergoingto

speakaboutthis

Iamwokenupbyaknockonthewindow,myheart

isracing.



Mzwakhe:Yini

Me:Anunwantedspiritcameby

Mzwakhe:Unwantedokayiamgoingtostaybehind

isthatokay

Me:Yes

Hesmilesandkissesme.
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Phindile

DayshaspassedbySethuandNoziweregivena

verydignifiedfuneral.Idon'tknowhowithappened

andwhy,butiendedupbeinginchargeofthe

program.Thobaniwasdistraught,helefttwodays

afterthefuneralnobodyknows.Mzwakheisyetto

findouttheyhavebeentrackinghim,oncethey

thinktheygothim.Hedisappearsspeakingof

Mzwakheyomanthingsareterrible.



Apictureofhimandiwaspostediguessthelady

sawitandgotmad.Hehasbeennursingher

feelings,there'sjustvoicesinmyheadtellingme

nottogiveup.Buthowwhenthemandoesn'teven

wanttobehere.

LeratoFaceTimeme.

Me:MrsDlomo

Rato:Ahahwhatdoyouhaveon

Me:Iambymyself

Rato:Probablythat'swhyyoucan'tkeepaman

Me:Shady

Shelaughs.

Rato:Howdoyoufeelabouttakingalittletrip

Me:Youmykindofgirl



Rato:That'sayes

Me:Iwouldloveto

Rato:Gobathputonaweavedoyourmake-upand

lookbeautifulbecausethisisnotworking

Me:Byerato

Rato:Byemylove

Iheadtothekitchenandwashmydishes.

Mzwakhe

Sheapproachedthismannerinaverycalmway.

Whenthatpicturegotoutifeltmyworldcrushing,i

didn'tknowwhattodoorwhattosay.Ifiwasto

comeandtellthetruththatwouldhavebrokenher

heart,soilied.Wehavebeentogethersinceafter

thefuneral,backhomeiknowisaidiamgoingto

try.Butwhatgoodwouldthatdo,shedeservesthat

littlebitofrespectandiowetohermyphonerings.



Me:Hey

Nka:AngisenayoinumberkaPeterungakwazi

ukunginikayona

Me:Uzoyenzani

Nka:Theladiesaregoingonavacationineed

helicopters

Me:Whydotheyneedhelicopters

Nka:Siyakubuzathinamawulapho

Me:MxmFuckyou

Welaugh.

Nka:LethainumberkaPeter

Me:Fineiwillsendittoyou

Ihungupandcalllerato.



Rato:Weeufunani

Me:Niyaphi

Rato:Phindilecan'tkeepasecret

Me:Shedidn'ttellmeyourhusbanddid

Rato:TraitorwegoingtoMpumalanga

Me:Forhowlong

Rato:Theweekend

Me:Okayletmeknowifyouneedanything

Rato:Byeboo

Shehungsup.Okayletsintroducethewoman,

rememberthatfemaleibumpedinto,andsaw

walking.ThabisoscoldedmehernameisCynthia

Mthembu.

Cynthia:Doyoutalklikethatingeneralorto

specificpeople

Me:Specificpeople



Cynthia:Icantell

Welaugh.

Me:Ihavetogohome

Cynthia:Iamsorryiaccusedyou

Me:Don'tsweatit

Wekiss.

Phindile

MxolisiwasheadingbacktoSingapore.Thobani

wassoappreciativeofthemcoming,wewentfor

lunch.Idon'twanttoanswerhisneverending

questionsandiknowheabouttocookmewith

them.

Mxolisi:Iamspendingtimewithmysisternothear



foranything

Me:Wenaidoubt

Welaugh.

Me:Ifitdoesn'tihavetopassonthegifttotheone

heloves

Mxolisi:Whathappenstoyou

Me:Theywillforgetaboutmetherewouldbe

nothingthatconnectsmetothemandme.Iam

goingtodie

Mxolisi:What

Me:Ihaveseentoomuchandknowtoomuch

Mxolisi:Haibogcinouyivumelakanjanlento

Me:NgangigulaMxolisingangiziwenzaniwhatif

ngashonangempela

Heshakeshisheadmyphonerings.



Me:Hello

Mzwakhe:Ngisekhayaukuphi

Me:NginoMxolisisisemall

Mzwakhe:Alrightungithintemaseubuya

Ihungup.

Mxolisi:WhataboutmyboysPhindilewetoldthe

judgeyouguysaregoingtobethere

Mzwakhemadeanoathepromisedhewouldnever

turnhisbackonthem.

Mzwakhe

Shedroppedthatcalllikeitisnevertobeanswered

again.



Me:Helloboys

Mvelo:Malume

Me:Mj

Heignoresme.

Me:Okayiwillwaitforyoutonostressjustsoyou

knowyoushouldn'tinvolveyourselfinadult

problems

Mj:Onewasfeedingmehissausagehowdeepcan

adultproblemsget

Iwishicanhithim.

Mj:Areyougoingtochaseoutnowthatyouhave

endedthingswithyourgirlfriend

Me:Takeyourthingsandgotoyourroombloody

hell.IamgoingtosmackyouMjyoudon'thaveto



bedisrespectful,that'snothowyouwereraised

Thischildanexactreplicaofwhatidon'tlikeargh

lookhejustmademeangry.

Phindile

WecomebackhomeMjtextshisdaduncle

Mzwakhethreatentohithim,iplacethepacketson

thecounter.Iwillusethisfortonight.

Mzwakhe:Awbengitheungithintenjemaseubuya

Me:Myfingerswereshakingicouldn'ttext

Hechuckles.

Mxolisi:Whyyouhadtothreatenmychild

Mzwakhe:uMxolisingizomshayayezwa

ngizomshayaangekeuzeukholwe



Mxolisi:Haibo

Mzwakhe:Heisupinbusinessontopofthathe

saysihadanadultfeedmehissausage,iwanted

topunchhimsobadafterallthehardworkweput

intohim.Helashesoutlikethisngizomshayawe

Mxo

Mxolisi:Goeasyonhimpleaseificouldiwould

comebackandtakecareofthem

Mzwakhe:Don'tsweatit

Ipreparefordinnerwithasmile.

[06/06,15:18] :129

Mzwakhe

Iwakeuptappingtheothersideofthebed,its

emptywheredidshegonow.Igetupandheadto

thebathroom,iamexhaustedibrushmyteeththan

washmyface.Whenyoudon'thaveagirlfriendyou

don'texercisethispartofyourlife.



Phindilehasalwaystoldmecleanlinessisnextto

godliness,iwouldn'tbathasmuchasdonow.That

girlyointhemorning,ifshehasgonesomewhere

shecomesbackandbaths,inthenight.Ifitwasup

tohershebathatleasttenminutesaday.

Iheaddownstairs.

Sakhile:Whyyounotready

Me:Whatsgoingonwhyyoualldressedinblack

Thabiso:Ican'twiththisguy

Me:UphiuPhindile

Sakhile:She'sdead

Iwakeupbreathingfrantically.Ilooktomyside

she'snothereirunouttheroom.Sheisdownstairs

asighofrelief.Igobacktobedmyphoneilookatit

andletitring,thatwasnotnice.



Phindile

Nonhlewantedmetohelpherwithpacking,why

doesthinkineedtotalkoroffload.Iamfineigotno

controloverthis,butalsoiwanthimtosayPhindile

nothisisnotworkingforme.

Nonhle:Ratogaveyouanydescriptionaboutthe

vacation

Me:Idon'twanttotalkNonhle

Nonhle:Butbabesthistensionbetweenyouguys

everyonecanfeelit,yourmindisgoingtopop

Igetupandshestopsme.

Nonhle:Okayiwon'tbringitup

Me:Thankyou

Nonhle:Youalwaysweretheworst



Me:Iknowright

Welaugh.

Me:Shesaidmpumalangabutwithratoidon't

knowsheisuptosomething

Nonhle:Obviously

Me:Yeah

Myphoneringsilookatitthanturnupsidedown.

Me:Maybepackafewbikinistakesomepictures

andsendittoAyanda

Nonhle:Ohthatmanissomethingelse

Greatatleastshewillgloattomeabouthowmuch

ofaloveydoveypersonAyandais.



Mzwakhe

Iseewhatsheisdoinganditisworking,thisdream

disturbmewhywouldidreamofherdead.Iact

denialwhensomethingiswrongwithherandthis

justmadeitworse.

Phindile:LalakemamBhengu

Theylaugh.

Nonhle:NgizokuphoxaPhindile

AyandagetsuprunningtoNonhle,theyrepeatedly

kissandkiss,shewrapsherarmsaroundhisneck.

IlookatPhindilesheisleaningonthecounter

scrollingthroughherphone.

Thabiso:Mommymanjekhonaintoozosishiyela

yona



Phindile:Likewhat

Thabiso:Foodidon'tknowlikeyourmealwhat

what

Phindile:Mealplans

Sakhile:Mommy

Phindile:Noyouthirtyyearsoldyallcanmakeyour

ownfood

Iclosemyeyes.Myphoneringsigetup.

Phindile

Hisphoneringinghascertainlybeenanightmare.

Hemustpickasidecan'tbedribblingtwowoman,

althoughitkindoflookslikeiamtheside.Isittoo

latetoturnbacktheclock.

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Me:Haiboandthan



Mzwakhe:Iamhungry

Me:There'sfoodintheoven

Mzwakhe:Iamhungry

IlaughandgetupMambaslitherandcoilsupnext

tome,Sakhilecomesdownandgetsthebiggest

frightofhislife.

Sakhile:Celaungithathelaamanzi

Me:Mengabeuzobaigwalashuthuzofa

Sakhile:Angicelangaminaukubakwilentocela

ungithathelaamanzi

Sizwebeingthemostpowerfulhasbondedwith

Sakhile,ifheisweakatthishimandSizweare

goingtobeinforaride.

Mzwakhe



Itextedherihopeshewillbackofforsometime.

Myphonebeeps.

Me:Hi

Caller:MayipleasespeaktoMzwakheBhengu

Me:Speaking

Caller:IamcallingwithregardstoMxolisiGumede

gettinginafightthisverymoment

Iamgoingtogivehimawhippingheshallnever

forget.

Caller:Canpleasereporttoschoolitsurgent

Me:Yesofcoursethankyouforcalling

Ihungup.

Me:AvengizombhaxauMxolisigogetreadyhegot



intoafight

Phindile:What

Me:Makefastsowecango

Hisproblemiswithmeandheislashingoutforno

validreason.
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Phindile

ItwastimeforusleaveandThabisopulledafit.He

ismadbecausethereisnofood,whichisalie.He

doesn'twantOlwethutoleavenowwesittingon

thisbedstaringatthedoor.

Me:Whywesittingonthisbed

Nonhle:Thabisokodwawecouldn'tgolasttime

becauseofthis

Me:Let'sgoeverythingisdownstairs



Thedooropens.

Sindi:Hawuandthan

Nonhle:Ifitisn'tyourboyfriends

Sindi:Yinimanje

Me:Letsgo

Wegetupandheaddownstairs.

Mzwakhe:Seniyahambanjaloningavalelisanga

Nonhle:Sakhilewozala

Sakhile:Minaididn'tdoanything

Nonhle:Whatiswrittenhere

Sakhile:Foodintheovenwarmitup

Nonhle:Okayandwhatiswrittenhere



Helaughs.

Nonhle:Nodon'tlaugh

Sakhile:HaibouThabisoodaleyonkelento

Olwethu:Youknowwhatyouguysjustgoandenjoy

donotmisstheopportunityofhavingfun

Mzwakhe:Ahahmpumalangaiswhereyouare

going,gentsletsgoloadtheluggagesodlala

uThabiso

Theylaughhowaretheygoingtogoagainsthim,

withThabisonomeansno.

Mzwakhe

WhenThabisosaysnoitsanotheygonenow.On

thelastdayoftheirtripwegoingtogodown.

Sakhile:Udiniweubhutiwakho



Me:Uzobastrongifweallowthistohappenthese

ladiesarenevergoingtogoontrips,theywillend

uphatingus

Sakhile:Thatsmywifeandiwilldowhateveriwant

todowithher

Welaugh.

Sakhile:SoMzwakhe

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Manje

Me:Ay

Sakhile:Youaregoingtoregretthis

Me:Probablybutidon'twanttoplayhermanshe's

justtoogoodforthat

Sakhile:Noyouaregoingtoregretthisandthe

heavypriceyougoingtopay

Me:Doyouknowsomethingthatidon't



Sakhile:Nobutkeiwishyouallthebest

Heleaves.

Me:Sakhile

Ichuckle.

Phindile

MoghelareMpumalanga,Mpumalangaherewe

comekantinoremoWesterncapegardenroute.

Rato:Iknowiknowwhatisaidbuttheywill

seriouslyruinourtripandididn'twantthat

Welaugh.



Rato:Letsswitchofourphonestheyprobably

trackingusaswespeak

Shegotusanicefittingaccommodation,shehas

thebiggestroomwhichislame.Whoeverputthe

ruleofwhoeverplannedthetrip,mustgetabigger

roomwaslame.Butletmenotbehypocriticali

wouldalsodothesame.

Olwethu:Iboughthikinggearthinkingwegoingto

seeGod'seyeorwindow,Krugernationalpark

Nonhle:Skydiving

Me:Sheknewwhatshewasdoingandiamglad

shedidseeingasmylifeisatstake

Olwethu:Thisisrefreshingthough

Me:ThankyouRato

Rato:Youwelcomeb*tchs

Welaugh.



Mzwakhe

NiggersaidMpumalangatheynotinMpumalanga.

Me:AychauRatoisgebenguyezwausdayisela

iMpumalanganjengezilimasakholwanathi(Lerato

isacrookshesoldadreamlikethefoolswearewe

believedher)

Sakhile:Sheliedwithobviousreasons

Thabiso:Masebebuyilengifunasiyowenza

umsebenziekhayaelikhulu

Ilookathim.

Thabiso:uPhindilemeleagezwe

Mythroatdriesupthatcan'thappen.



Sakhile:Yindab

OhmyGod.

Me:Can'twedoitherewelivingherealready

Thabiso:Angazinomausukukhohliweyiniindluka

manobaba

Me:Yesbut

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:Okay

Theygoingtokillmethat'swhereCynthiaandi

spendmostofourtime.

Phindile

Firststopwasthegamereserveiamexcitedtosee

someanimals,maybesomeofthemwillbondwith



me.Theygoingtogetaheartattackmyphonerings.

Rato:Kantiwhatarewewaitingforwhyarewenot

leaving,iwishJameswasherewithus.Phindile

closethedoor

Me:Ehlisaumoyaphela

Hesendsmeamessage"Mamapleaseanswerthe

phone"

Thisdriverisgivingusthesilenttreatmentheisnot

botheredbyourwhining.Jamesiswaybetterthan

thisguy.

Wearriveatthegamereservethatwasalongass

boringride.

Ranger:WelcomeLadiesmynameisTimothyandi

wouldbeyourrangerfortoday



Nonhle:HiTimothy

Tim:Howwouldyouguysliketoworkanormal

gamedrive

Me:Yesasmanyanimalsaswecansee

Rato:Lionstheworksyounameit

Iamsoexcited.Wegetonthetruckandrideaway,

itsquiteabumpyandwindyride.

Rato:Mylashesaregoingtocomeoff

Shescreams.

Rato:Myeyelashesarenotgoingtofalloffinthe

middleofnowhereandpeoplebewitchme

Welaughsheisbeingdramaticrightnowwhosaid

shemustputoneyelashes.Olwethugasps.



Olwethu:OhmyGodguysithinkiseethethem

Me:Seewhatanimals

Olwethu:WecomingtothembukauMzwakheno

Sakhilebebaleka

Wecrackinlaughter.

Rato:That'sThabiso

Olwethu:Sosweetlookathimhewantstojumpon

thetruck

Me:Whatanimalisthis

Nonhle:IsthataspringbokTim

Me:Nonhlespringboksareacaramel-ishcolor

Nonhle:Angaziphela

Tim:Thatmyladiesisroedeer



Wewanttoseetheexoticcatsnotdeers.
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Phindile

Wevisitingtheharbortodayithinkthiswasjust

meanttobearelaxinggetaway.There'snotmuch

activity,wewerehavingbreakfastwithaview

lookingoverthemountains.

MyphoneringsohGod.

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:YindabPhindilengiyakufonela

awulibambiyinikodwa

Me:Icouldn'ttalkforawhilealittlebitemotional

Mzwakhe:Mytexts

Me:Yousentonetext

Mzwakhe:Nihambekahle



Me:Hmmjustourdriverthatguyshameifitwasup

tohim,hewouldslap

Mzwakhe:Ubaniloyoongijwayelakabi

Me:Yeahandyouhowareyoudoing

Mzwakhe:Iamgreatthankyouforthemeals

Me:Youatethemall

Mzwakhe:No..Yes

Helaughs.

Me:Excuseme

Mzwakhe

WejustlandedinCapeTownitsmyfirsttimebeing

here,westillgoingdriveoutbutfirstwegoingto

haveourownguystrip.

Linda:AnywordonThobani



Sakhile:Ithinkhejustdoesn'twanttobefound

Me:Letsgivehimspaceyallsawthewayhecried

reallybrokeme

Iwon'tstoplookingforhimandmakingsureheis

safeatalltimes.

Thabiso:Whathappened

Me:Wahambangemotoyamingangazimina

uAndilewayefunaukungibophisa.Ingakhoazitshele

lokho(Vukaniwasdrivingmycar,ididn'tknow

Andilewantedmearrestedandthat'swhyhethinks

wesethimup)

Thabiso:LempiyakhonoAndile(Thiswarbetween

youandAndile)

Me:Hewantstobemeandunfortunatelyiamone



ofakind

Linda:Oneofakind

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Weonaspeedboatcruisingaroundtheknysna

harbor.

Rato:Aren'tyougladtoloosenupalittlebit

Shewhispers.

Me:Thankyouthisisreallybeautiful

Rato:Veryonenevergetstimetoadmirenature's

beauty

Me:True



Theladiesareenjoyingthemselvessingingand

dancing,everytimetheboatspeedswescream.

Nonhle:Iamhungry

Olwethu:Thankyouratofordefeatingtheendsof

justiceanddisobeyingtherules

Welaugh.

Phindile:Iamstarvingletsgoeat

Nonhle:Yeahallpassengerswearejumpingoffthe

boatnow

Shelaughs.

Mzwakhe

Wewereseeingfromthepicturesthattheywere



havingagoodtime,butPhindileyoucantellgirljust

doesnotknowhowtoletloose.Cynthiashecalm,

gentle,understanding.Idon'thavetotrysohardwe

meeteachotherhalfway,Phindileisamonstera

sexybeautifulmonster.Idon'twantthatiamtorn.

Sakhile:Letssitandtalktohim

Me:Areyoudrunk

Sakhile:Alittlemanjeskhuluyabo

Me:Thabisowhatdidyoudotohim

Thabiso:Meehaibonalibhadilami

Theylaugh.

Me:Youdisturbingmeiamtryingtorest

Thabiso:Mzwakheidon'tthinkyoushouldbreakup

with

Me:B*tchthatwasaconversationbetweenyouand



i

Sakhile:Ihavetoprotectyoumyguy

Me:WhatstheworstPhindilecandocomeonyou

givingherwaytoomuchcredit

Theylookateachother.

Me:Idon'twanttohurther

Them:Youwill

Thabiso:Byhurtingheryouaregoingtokillus

Me:Doyouknowsomethingidon't

Sakhile:Nowejustdon'twantyoumakingthesame

mistakesyoudid,webeenthroughthisbefore



Thabiso:Uwubhutiwamingiyakuthandaimpela

kodwalaayMzwakheuyafunangempela

ukumshiyalosisi.Inhliziyoyakhoiyakutshela

leyontonomakhonaiqhingaophezukwalo(Youmy

brotherandiloveyouverymuch,butthisMzwakhe

doyoureallywanttoleaveher.Doesyourheart

allowyoutodothatoristhissomethingyou

planned)

Idon'tknowhowtoanswerthat.

Sakhile:WhatLindaniyoucallmeholdon

Hegetsupandleaves.

Me:Thabisokanti

Thabiso:Ican'thelpyoubroyouneedtobesureof



yourdecisiononehundredpercent.Whatisthat

Sakhileiamcoming

Herunsoutwhatisupwiththesetwo.

Phindile

ThedoorbellringsihopeitsnotstrippersRatowill

definitelygetuskilled,iattendtothedoorandmy

mooddrops.

Sakhile:Mommy

Imakewayforthem.

Rato:Howdidyoufindus

Mzwakhe:Mpumalanganeh

Nonhle:Olwethuushilokodwaukuthubabonile



Welaugh.

Olwethu:Iknowmyboys

Mzwakhepullsmyhandandweheadtomyroom,

hechuckles.

Me:Wow

Heshutsmeupwithakiss.
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Phindile

Itsourlastdayitwasgoodwhileitlasted.Wewere

havingbreakfast,Mzwakhewasalloverme.You

knowweshouldjustendthisheisjustforcing

thingsnow,idon'tknowforwhoandwhy.



Nonhle:Youreadytotakethefall

Irollmyeyesidon'tknowwhobetweenthem

thoughtitwasafabulousidea,tohavemego

bungeejumping.

Me:Niyagulanina

Olwethu:Iwilldoit

Me:Nothankyou

Mzwakhe:Dowhatialsowanttodoit

Me:Bungeejumping

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Okayno

Me:Seeyouwantmetogojumpofaclick

Sakhile:Iwilldoitifyoualsogoingtodoit



Me:No

Myheartwillexplodeiamscaredofheightsand

thatisthehighestbridgeintheworld,peoplegokill

themselvesthere.

Mzwakhe

ThisisPhindilewetalkingaboutshemaywantto

doitbutsomethingwillholdherback.Wearriveat

Bloukranseveryoneishappyexcepther.

Me:Mamabehappy

Phindile:Iamhappy

Me:Youdon'tlookhappybutokay

Theysignuporwhatevertheyheadtothebridge,

wegowatch.Phindilebetterjump.



Rato:She'snotgoingtodoit

Me:Iwouldn'twanttomyself

LindaniandSakhilearehypingthemselvesup,this

istoomuchtortureforoneperson.

Me:Shhtheydoingit

Iamfeelingtheanxietyforthem,Lindanilooks

downandstepsbackabitwelaugh.Hebreathesin

andjumps,iwishwecouldhearthemscreaming.

Me:Sakhileisdrunkthatjumpingisnotgoingtobe

goodforhim

Myphonerings.

Me:Hellosweetheartiambusypleasecanicall



youwheniamokay

Cynthia:Okay

ItsSakhile'sturntojumplightscameraaction.

Phindile

Okaythesetwoidiotsjumpedfirstnowitsmyturn

andiamshittinginmypants.Iamsoscaredit'snot

funny.

Lindani:Thereisnoturningbacknow,yougotthis

mommy

Thisisnotaniceexperienceformeeveryonehere

isencouragingme.Idon'twanttodothistheywalk

withmetotheedgeofthebridge,theinstructors

aretellingmetobecalm,relax,don'tlookdown.



Sakhile:Youcandothismommy

Thansomethinginmetriggersitaketheleapof

faithandjump.

Myheartisracing,mybodyisinknotsigottearsin

myeyes.Iswingforacoupleminutesbeforeiam

pulledbackup.

Sakhile:Youdiditmama

Hehugsme.

Sakhile:Musaukukhalaphela

Instructor:Youdidwell

Theyclaptheirhandsandsingmyname.



Instructor:Letsdoanotherone

Me:No

Mzwakhe

Ididnotthinkthatwaspossiblebutmybabygirldid

itiknowiknow,theyreactusandikissher.

Me:Thatwasremindingyou,yourstillalive

Shehugsme.

Nonhle:Thesmileonhisfacewhenyoujumped

priceless

Phindile:Iamstillshakenbutthatwasgood,iam

sureilookedhorriblecryingandall

Me:Wellfunnybutitookavideo

Ishowittoher.



Phindile:IwassoterrifiedLindaniandSakhilekept

annoyingme,iwantedtokillthem

Me:Iamsuperproudofyou

Olwethu:Letsgo

Weleave.

Phindile

Ineededtimetomyselfthatwasunbelievable.I

can'tbelieveijumpedinthehighestbungeejumpin

theworld,thedooropens.

Mzwakhe:Ohthisiswhereyouhiding

Hejumpsonthebedandcuddlesme.

Mzwakhe:Youokay



Me:Iamgreatican'tbelieveididit

Mzwakhe:Youfeelliberated

Hegrabsmyboobs,kissingmyneck.

Me:Stopit

Hechuckles.

Me:Youstilllikewhatwedoing

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Iamjustasking

Mzwakhe:Canwetalkwhenwegethomeplease

Idon'twanttopushfurtherhewilljustgetangry.

Me:Youshouldhavejumpedwithme



Mzwakhe:Ohnoidon'tthinkso

Welaugh.
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Phindile

Iamexcitedtobebackhomeinadifferenthome.

Thisbeautifulmansionifeellikeihavebeenhere

beforeorisitdejavu,tworitualsweredoneonefor

meandoneforLindokuhle.Heneededtobeableto

controlhisfather'sspiritandnotthespirit

controllinghim.

Thabiso:Soleliikhayaelikhululababakwakuthree

room.Azangeawuextendngenxayomsebenzi

ebewenza

Somethingpushesme.



Voice:Heisabouttolieonme

Thabiso:Youokay

Me:Nevermind

Thabiso:Whenheleft,heleftsomeofhiscoins,we

demolishedthewholethingandstartedfromthe

bottom.Addedmoreroomsbecausethereismany

ofus,thepoolafewgameareas.Basketballcourt

becauseMzwakhelovestoplaybasketball,my

wife'sbeautifulgarden

Me:Thisistrulybeautiful

Thabiso:Thankyou

Me:Haveyouguysbeenhere



Thabiso:Wecomeandgo

Me:Thepenthouse

Thabiso:Wasabusinessventurebutthansome

thingshappenedandMzwakhepermanentlymoved

there

Me:Wasanyoneherelately

Thabiso:Whyyouseeingsomething

Me:Iamjustasking

Iwalkawayfromhim.



Mzwakhe

Ifallbackonthebedtryingtocatchmybreath.

Cynthia:Thatwas

Me:Amazing

Wekeepquietthanlaugh,ibringhertomychest.

Me:Youbeautifulyouknowthat

Cynthia:Ngizwangawe

Ichuckleohmanohman.

Me:Whywereyoucallingsomuchlikereally

Cynthia:Iguessigotalittlecarriedawayiamsorry



Me:Nomanitscutebutyoumakemelooklike

someunfaithfulman.Ineedtimetosetthetonefor

myfamily,youwon'tevensurviveaminutewith

them

Cynthia:Westaying

Me:Iamnotevensupposedtobeherewejustdid

someritualsandiamdisrespectingtheancestors

Cynthia:Oh

Shitineedtotakecareofafewthingsandthisis

goingtodelaythingsevenmore.

Me:Iguessicanstay

Cynthia:Ididn'tsaystayhawu



Shelaughshersweetgigglesfilljoyinmyheart.I

hopeiammakingtherightdecision

Phindile

Iwentjoggingtoclearmymindsomuchangerwas

brewinginsideofme,tearswhereburninginmy

eyes.Icouldn'tseewhereiwasgoing,iwas

runningandrunningandrunninguntilacarbumped

intomeoribumpedintoit.

Voice:Nkosazaneyinikodwaufunaukufa

Me:Maybe

Hehelpsmeupiscreaminagony.

Me:Don'tyouseewhereyoudriving



Him:Awuboniwenaukuthugijimelaph

Ilookathimhisfaceglows.

Vukani:Comeletmetakeyoutothehospital

Me:No

Vukani:Okaygetiniwilltakeyouwhereveryou

wanttogo

Me:Vukanipleasestop

Vukani:Okaypleaseletmehelpyou

IreachformyphoneandcallSakhile.



Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Canyoupleasefetchme

Sakhile:Whatswrongwhathappened

Me:Sakhile

Ihungup.Vukanigoesdownandgentlymassages

myknee,iholdontohisshouldercringinginpain.

Sakhile

Iarriveatherlocationreadyandarmed,thereisa

blackcarontheoppositeside.Thedooropens

Vukanistepsoutandopensthebackdoor,thisfool

istepout.

Me:Andthanwhathappenedtoyou



Ipushhimoffher.

Phindile:Okayokayenough

Me:Yindabmommy

Phindile:Iwasrunningandididn'tseehiscar

coming.Imayhavepurposefullybumpedmyself

intohiscar

Vukani:Purposefullyyouliterallycameintothecar

wantingtokillyourself

Phindile:GoodbyeVukani

Vukani:Nkosazane



Iholdherandshelimps.

Me:Shouldwegotothehospital

Phindile:Notakemehome

Myphonerings.

Me:What

Mzwakhe:Canyoucoverformeubanilokhalayo

Me:Whydoyoucare

Phindile:Sakhile

Me:Okayokay



Ihungup.

Mzwakhe

Myheartraceswhatiswrongwhyiscrying.

Cynthia:Youokay

Me:Yeahidon'tknow

Cynthia:Home

Me:Somethinglikethat

Cynthia:Wegohomeif

Me:Ifsomethingiswrongtheywillletmeknow



Cynthia:Yousureidon'twantyoutobeintrouble

andthanyoublamemeandtakeitoutonme

Me:Whyyourollingyourheadnow

Welaugh.
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Phindile

Mzwakhecalledafamilymeetingokay.Hedidn't

comehomelastnightandiwasacompletemess,

thedooropensandcloses.Ipullmyselftogether

mykneeisstillhurting,canhejustgetthisoverand

donewith.

Mzwakhe:Youokay



Me:Iamfine

Mzwakhe:Okayiamsureyouallwonderingwhyi

calledthismeeting

Hetakesmyhand,ipullitback.Herubshis

forehead.

Mzwakhe:Iwasafraidthatwewerealoneyouwere

goingtokillme.Ihavebeenseeingsomeoneelse

andithasbeenabliss.Phindileyouhavebecome

soboringandreserved

Ishakemyhead.

Mzwakhe:Ican'ttakethisanymoreyouhaven't

beenfulfillingmyheart.Ifeelthisconnectionwith

you,butitsjustconnection.Idon'tknowifitisreal

ornotbutiamjustnothappy



Me:Doyouwanttofixit

Hesighs.

Mzwakhe:Iwouldlikeitifperhapswetakeabreak

Me:Okay

Igetup.

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Me:What,what..Whatdoyouwantmetosay

Mzwakhe:Phindileiamsorryididn'tmeantoitjust

happened



Me:Sorry..SorryhuhyourSorryawholeMzwakhe

sorryhownobleofyou

Mzwakhe:Iwasafraidofhurtingyou

Me:Jamepleasehelpmewithmythings

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Itransformintoasnakeandbacktoahuman.

Me:Stayawayfromme

Iheadout.

James:Nkosazane



Me:Takemesomewherewherenobodywillknow

whereiam

Igetinthebackseatandlaydown.

Mzwakhe

Isitdownandlookatthem.

Me:Didshejustturnintoasnake

Thabiso:Ihopeshekillsyouihavetheancestors

takeouttheirangeronyourmiserablelousylife

Olwethu:Thabiso

Thabiso:Thabisowani



Me:She'snotthequeen

Lindo:Whatyoudidhastakenusahundredsteps

backwards

Me:Howcanyounottellmeitsher

Lindo:Youweresupposedtoloveheritoldyou

guys,treataladywithloveandcareuntilshefeels

lovedshewillshowherself

Me:Guysididn'tknow

Sakhile:Doyouregretwhatyoujustdid

Thabiso:Wow



Soshewasthequeenallalongandtheywere

beggingmethewholetime.Phindilelovesmeshe

wouldn'tdoanythingtome,shewilldefinitelyact

likeiamnotevenathingaroundher.Antagonizing

herewillbemesigningmydeathwarrant.

Me:Wemeetingupinafew

Nonhle

Yobeingdumpedinfrontofphambikwabantu.

Mzwakheisheartlessman,theirrelationshipdidn't

needacrowd.Ihavenosympathyforhim

regardlessofPhindilebeingasnakeornot,ifeelfor

hershehasn'thadagrandlifeandthanthis

happenstoher.

Ayanda:Youokay

Me:Youalsogoingtodumpmewhenyoufindthe

nextbestthing



Ayanda:Youarethenextbestthing

Heshoutsilaugh.

Ayanda:AngiyenauMzwakheweNonhlecela

sihloniphane

Me:YoMzwakheuspicyman

Ayanda:Haveyoucalledher

Me:Herphoneisnotgoingthroughwhereversheis,

shemustbecryinghereyeballsoutorthinkingofa

millionwaystokillMzwakhe

Helaughs.



Ayanda:Didyouknowshewasthequeen

Me:Idon'tknowthatijustknowshecouldturninto

asnake

Ayanda:Sheisourmostpowerfulandstrong

ancestor

Me:Iamyettoknow

Ayanda:Youthinkshewouldkillhimorbitehim

Welaugh.

Ayanda:Babydon'tlaugh

Me:Youlaughinghawu



Mzwakhe

Iamgoingtobequickandsimpleiliketothink

everymemberofthecrewishere,ifnotidon'tcare

adamn.

Me:Okaysettledown

Linda:Soskhuluubusikhumbulayinisalaekhaya

elikhulu

Me:Sonkeleskhathibengizitshelaukuth

ngisebenzisanakahlenaninjengabafethubami.

Kodwaphambiliniakusekhonjalo,niyangijikela

nisebenzanabanyeabantu.Nifunaukungiqhumba

phansingingazikungani(Allthistimeithoughti

hadagoodworkrelationshipwithyouguys,likemy

brothers.Howeverrecentlythatsnotthecase,yall

betrayingmeworkingwithotherpeopletotakeme

down.Withoutmeknowwhy)



Linda:Ubaniloyosimchishemanjeagcwale

Me:Akekhoengimbukelaphansikuninanonke,

ninamandlaahlukeneanisebenzingokufana.

Kunezintoezenzakalilenikhombisilelebhari

ewuminaaniyithandi,madodaningenzelephansi(I

don'tlookdownatyouguys,youallhavedifferent

strengthsandworkdifferently.Somethings

happenedthatshowed,youguysdon'treallylikeme.

Youhavedisappointedme)

Itssosilentyoucanhearapindrop.

Me:Ngalokhongiyazikhiphakulelithimba

Linda:What

Me:Iamleavingtheravensandiamdismantling



thegroup.Everyoneisfreetogowhereverthey

wishtogo

Ndu:Wakawaka

Linda:Donwenauthin

Thabiso:Iamstandingwithmybrotherifhefeels

heneedstodismantlethecrewthanwedone

Linda:Fuckyounobabiliukhonaubeerlaykhaya

Ndu:Eylaykhaya

Somegetupsomeremainseatediamsurprised,

Sabeloisoneofthemremainingbehind.

Ndu:WozaphelaLindanilentwanaiyangistress



useqalilenomsanganowakhe

Theylaugh.

Ndu:Hawuuphiumuntuwamiangimboninje

Me:Youguysdon'thavetostayifyoudon'tlikeme

iwon'thaveanissue

Linda:Wedon'tlikeyouvele

Ndu:Nangizibamanjeuphiumommy

Me:Ebesikuhlangansilesekuphelile,uzungaphinde

ubuzengaye,nikhulumengayenomangegama

lakhe.Syezwana(Whatwehaveisnomore,youare

toneverutterhername,askaboutnortalkabout

her.Doyouhearme)



Theylookateachother,igetupandleave.

Phindile

Iwenttoabarinsteadjustdrinkingawaymy

sorrows.Iliftuptheglasssomeoneholdsmyhand,

ilookathim.

Me:Ingakhokadeuboshiweunesdina(Thatswhy

youwasinjail,youannoying)

Helaughsandsitsnexttome.

Me:Akekhoomunyeumuntuongambangelaisdina

(Isn'tthereanybodyelseyoucanannoy)

Vukani:Whywhenigotyou



Me:Ifyouheretostopmeisweariamgoingtokill

you

Vukani:Idon'tdoubtthatatall

Me:Pleasejustletmedrinkinpeace

Myphoneflashes.

Me:Hicanyoupleasegivelikeabigbigglassof

beernotthosetallglassnoabigglass

Vukani:Nkosazanekodwa

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Okayokay



Hefillsthecupwithbeeriburpmyphoneflashes

again.Thebartendergivesmetheglass,youmister

cantalktothedrink,idunkmyphoneinthereand

laughalmostfallingoffthestool.

Mzwakhe

Herphonejustdiediknowimessedupbutcani

justknowsheissafeandsound,icallJames.

James:Youdistractingme

Me:WhereisPhindilewheredidyoudropheroff

James:Sheisatthebar

Me:What



James:Ihavetogosorry

Me:Don'tyoudarehungup...James

Amessagecomesthroughiopenit.Iclosethe

phoneandputbesideme,italkmyselfoutofgoing

onarampage.
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Phindile

Iwassleepingpeacefullynextthingmybodygets

shovedontheotherside.Iwakeupgasping,i

squintmyeyesandlookatwhoispushingme.Iam

unabletoseeiturnaroundandlaysideways,they

pushmeagainicryhelaughs.

Ican'trememberwhenlastihadsuchanice

peacefulsleep,howdidievenendupinVukani's

house.



Me:Vukaniyiniungihlukumeze

Vukani:Haibonkosazaneumbhedewamilokanti

wenaulalakanjan(Princessthisismybed,andhow

doyousleeplikethat)

Igetupandscanmysurroundingsiamliterally

sleepinginthemiddleofthebed,withmylegs

everywhere.Iscootup,hepushesmylegs.

Me:Vukani

Vukani:Ngilokhengithiinkosazaneizolalakahle

lutho(Ikeepthinkingyourgoingtosleepprobably

butno)

Aringingphoneblastthroughtheroom,myhead

painsheanswers.



Vukani:Jameswantstotalktoyou

Me:Ngihambeayikhoinkingangahambangiye

kwaminomaekhaya(Shouldileaveidon'thavea

problem,icangotomyplaceorhome)

Vukani:Nawuumnyangodado(Thereisthedoor)

Igetupneverbeggedamanwon'tstartnow.Iam

surehelockedallthedoors,buticantransformno

waitthat'sgoingtoscarehim.

Me:Sizwe

Mzwakhe

Ikeepkissingherwakingupsheopenshereyes

thansmilesandigetaproperkiss.



Cynthia:Whatwasthatfor

Me:Awuboningikuvusangestayela(Can'tyouseei

amwakingyouupwithstyle)

Cynthia:Hmmilikeit

Me:Ulalekahle

Cynthia:Ididthankyouverymuchwena

Me:Likeababy

Cynthia:Letshaveabathandthanyoucanshow

yourgorgeouspenthouse



Me:Iwillbewithyoujustnow

Shesmiles.

Me:Boys

Mvelo:Malume

Thedemonchildignoresme.

Me:Mjcanyoutellmewhereyourauntisatleast

Mj:MalumeVukani'shouse

Ohnoshedidn't.

Phindile



Wefightingforthekeysimeandidhereallythinki

wasgoingtobeghim.Heticklesmeilaughandlet

goofthekey,hepicksitupandruns.Ichaseafter

himheputsitinhisbriefs.

Me:Ohsmartmovemistersmartmove

Isitdown.

Vukani:Ubuzohambangempelankosazane

ungishiye

Me:Whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappencan

youborrowmeyourphone

Vukani:Whereisyours

Me:Iputitinaglassofbeer



Vukani:Ohwowyouremember

Iputmyhandouthegivesittome,icallmybrother.

Mxolisi:Uwubanikemanjewena

Me:Hey

Mxolisi:Gcinoeyabanilenumbermanje

Hesighswelaugh.

Me:Idamagedmyphone

Mxolisi:Yinisenihlukenefuth



Me:Yangilahlaindoda

Helaughs.

Me:Yangilahlaingqondoyahamba

Mxolisi:Butyouguysalwaysgetbacktogether

Me:Notthistime

Mxolisi:Doineedtocomeback

Me:Iamfineimightcomethere,hesayshehas

beenseeingsomeoneelse.Iamboringhim

Helaughs.



Mxolisi:Iwanttobethereandpunchthelifeoutof

himnxi

Me:Yeahsoiamjusttryingtoprocessthiswhole

thing

Mxolisi:ByyourselfuphiuNonhle

Me:Idon'twanttotroubleiamgoingtotakesome

timeoffmyheartayshame.Iamnotgoingtoturn

mybackontheboys,ialsodon'twanttodisrupt

themfromtheirroutine.Theylikeitthereheloves

themeveryonelovesthem

Mxolisi:Uzeujolenjewawucelweubani,wazini

ngomjolo

Me:Canyoutalktomomialsowantsomethingbut

Mzwakheandthatfamilycannotknow



Mxolisi:Youknowigotyourbackanythingmybaby

iwilldoit

Me:Andexpectavisit

Mxolisi:Lethimcomeakezengizomnikaamaqupha

ngimlindeleulwabishi(lethimcomeiwillgivehima

fewpunches)

Me:Okayiwillsoonfindwaystocommunicatewith

youagain

Mxolisi:Byemylove

Sakhile

Iamgoodatmindingmyownbusiness.Weenter

thepenthouse,theonlyreasonweherearetheboys



wepromisedMxolisiweweregoingtotakecareof

them.Theymuchmoregroundednownotlikehow

wefirstmetthem.MvelotalkedtomuchMjwellnot

muchhaschanged,waithecommunicatesmore

whenhewantsto.

AwomancomesdownThabisoandilookateach

other.

Her:Sanibonani

Sheissmilingwelookatherafterawhileher

cheeksfalldown,sheclearsherthroatandheadsto

thekitchenwelaugh.

Thabiso:Masenithiiamthecrazyone

Me:WowMvelo,Mxolisi



Theycomerunning.

Mj:Siyahambanamhlanje

Thabiso:Yesboy

Mzwakhe:Awsenilanabengizobahambisa

Me:Weallpromisedtotakecareofthem

Mzwakhe:Noproblemheywhatwaspcryingabout

Me:Wazishayisangemoto

Mzwakhe:Ini

Me:HmmboomemotweniyaVukani



Hisfacialexpressionchanges.

Thabiso:Wawuthikuyobanjan

Me:Shindindi

Welaugh.

Phindile

Vukanihasbeenagreathostbutitstimeformeto

go.Iwasdressedinhisclothingandhewasnot

readytoformetoleave.

Me:Wecangonow

Vukani:Afteryou



Weheadoutandabunchofcarsawaitus.Iwalk

backinside,itrustVukanitohandlethisone.

Vukani

Heshouldhavekilledmewhenhehadthechance,

nowtheyliningupinmyhouselikesomebigbad

boys.

Lindani:Justsoyouknowihadnopartinthis

Me:Nihlulekileukungibulalamanjesenisemzini

wamingobanimadoda(Youfailedtokillmenow

yallinmyhousegentlemenwhy)

Mzwakhe:Youdatingher

Me:Mengabekunjalowenaungenaph



Hegetsupfromthecarbonnet.

Mzwakhe:Holdoniamnotgoingtodoanything

Sakhile:LetstalkVukaniwhyisshehere

Me:IcamehomewithhersheshotJamesordid

sheandthanranof.Iwascomingbackhomethats

whenisawherwithabottleonherhandandi

broughtherhere

Sakhile:Iamgoingtotalkheryallholdhimback

Beforehecanenteristophimandpushhimback.

Me:Anginendabaukuthuzwananayekangakanan

awuzoveleugulukudeleemziniwami(Idon'tcare



howcloseyouarewithher,whatyounotgoingto

doisentermyhouse)

Linda:Word

Me:Thathaubrawakhoningiphumele.Ningathi

nivunyiwengaphandlemasenizozidalela,

abangibiziulahlaumlenzemahalafuseganinonke

(Takeyourbroandgetthehellout.Don'tthinkjust

becauseyallthebaddestinthegame,yallcan

intimidatemetheydon'tcallmelahleumlenzefor

nothing.Fuckoffmyhouse)

Theylaughtheseidiots,igobackinside.
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Phindile

Heplacesthisbeautifulplatebeforeme,mymindis

sofaraway.



Vukani:Youokay

Me:Yes

Vukani:Ungaqambiamangalamachwane

owabalayolapho(Donotliethosechickensyou

counting)

Me:Youthinkyoureallycharmingneh

Vukani:Yousleepinginmybed

Me:Oh

Welaugh.



Vukani:Sowhatis

Me:Istillhavetogoiwasn'tplanningonstaying

here

Vukani:Ifyoufeelyoureadyforthaticantakeyou

home

Me:Iwon'tbegoinghome

Vukani:Okay

Me:Whathappenedidon'tneedithappeningagain

Vukani:IknowverywellwhatMzwakheiscapable

of

Me:Andthat'swhyihavetogo



Vukani:Whyrunaway

Me:Ihaveaspiritualgiftanditsdeeplyconnected

totheBhengu'sican'tescapethem.Untiligiveitup

andthatisn'taguarantee,icaneitherdieor

disappearforever.Ifyoustillfeelthesameway

aboutmewhenicomeback,thanwecanpursue

thisfurther

Igetupandkisshisforehead.

Mzwakhe

Idon'tunderstandwhatisfunnytheylaughinglikea

bunchofmadhyenas.

Linda:Waaayshameusuwabanje



Me:Ngihlekwauwenaskhulu

Thabiso:IneverseenthissideofVukani

Me:Thereisnosideeveryonewantsapieceofthe

pieandihappentojusttastewhatitslike

Thabiso:Youdon'tthinksomethinggoingon

Me:Iftherewasanythingyouwouldhaveseenit.

Phindileisjustmad

Linda:Youmessedupadmitit

Me:Havei

Ithoughtiwouldfeelbad,iwaskindofwaitingto

feelsomethingbutidon't.Idofeelbadaboutwhati



didandicanpossiblypayahugepriceforit,buti

amnotheartbroken.

Thabiso:Sowhatisthewayforwardnowhowdo

weapologize,howdowemoveon

Me:Idon'tmindapologizeordoingwhateverthat

needstobedone

Thabiso:Lindokuhle

Lindokuhle:Noamountofsorrycanfixormendthe

damagethathasalreadybeendone.Youfuckedup

andthatsit

Evenmybrothersdon'tlikeme.

Vukani



Evenifiweretopursuearelationshipwithherican

justseeitfromhereyes.ShelovesMzwakheand

thisbreakwilldestroyher,idon'tknowwhatitis

thatmakefemalesjustloseitallwhenitcomesto

thatguy

Ilookoutthewindowwithaglassofwhiskeyinmy

hand.

"Ohiknowthatlook"

Ihidemyglassandsmile.

Me:Heyma

Shegivesmeahugebigwarmheart.

Ma:Welcomehomemychild



Myheartmelts.

Ma:AlreadyoutandthereisaMrsMhlongoonthe

way

Me:Luthogogo

ShestilspeaksEnglish.

Ma:Letmepreparethemotherofalldinnersand

youcantellmeallaboutit

Me:Kodwama

Carson:Vukani



Me:Mtanomlungu

Carson:Idon'tlikeyou

Me:Aw

Twoboyscomerunninginandcatchingthere

breath.Idon'tknowmom'sfamilythatwell,

becausewellhalfofmylifeispentlockedup.

Phindile

Igethomeandthrowmyselfonthebedandcry.

Firsthesaididon'tfitinnotinsomanywords,i

dresshorribleifixedthat.Thanhesaidhedoesn't

likethewayisometimesactitoneddown,nowhe

saysiamboringwow.

Voice:"Queensdon'tcry,don'tloweryourdignityfor

amanwhoknowsnothingaboutlove"



Voice:"Youwaytoobeautifulforthat"

Igetupthesearenotthenormalvoicesihearinmy

head.

Voice:"Youareagorgeousyoungladyican't

believeyouarecrying"

Me:Amidreaming

Voice:"Drowninginsorrowwon'tbringhimback"

Me:Whatisgoingongogo...Mamba

Voice:"Iamhopingthiswillmakeupforallthe

troubleihaveputyouthrough..Ican'tloseyoumy

childwecan'tloseyou"



Amidying.

Vukani

Thedinnerstartedonagreatplatemomstillcooks

eversodeliciously.Herhusbandhaswelcomedme,

hemaybewhitebuthiskidsdamnthesearesome

finemotherfuckers.MomsDNAistheshit.

Me:Soyoustayedandhadfivemorechildren

MrOwen:Whatcanisayyourmotherstillgot

Teyana:TMITMI

Welaugh.

Emily:Itslovelytofinallyputafaceontheeverso



charmingVukani

Brandon:Sotellusaboutthisgirl

Ilookdown.

Emily:Ooyoublushing

Me:Sheissomethingelsebutherheartis

somewhereelse

Zach:Married

Me:No

Zach:Children



Me:No

Zach:Than..Isherheartreallyonsomeoneelseor

isityoualreadyconcludingherheartiswith

someoneelse

Me:Yolezingamula(Thesewhitepeople)

Whatdoyouguysthinkishoulddo.Ireallylikeher

andthetwodayswespenttogetherwerejust

magical,teasingeachothergivingeachotherspace

intimacywithoutanyphysicaltouching.Noishould

forgetaboutherandmoveon,wouldhavebeen

nicethough.
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Twoyearslater

Phindile



Iwasmixingsomeherbswhilehummingatune,i

fillthecupwiththeriverwaterandpouritintothe

bowlandmix.

Sizwe:Aywahlalake

Helaughs.

Sizwe:Thisisthelongestyouhavebeenhereiam

sureyoucan'tevengobacktotherealworld

Iignorehimandcontinuewithmyconcoction,the

waterstartsbubblingilookathim.

Sizwe:ThankyouMambawehadenoughofher

Ipourmymixtureintoatube,closingthetubeand

shakeitreallywell.Igetupmakingmywayintothe



riverthandivein.

Mzwakhe

Whatawowwheredoievenbegin.ImissPhindile,i

triedtosuppressmyfeelingsanddownplaymy

emotions.Butithasbeensohard,itsbeentwo

yearsandnothingfromher.Notraceor

whereaboutsofher.Itslikeshedisappearedfrom

thefaceoftheearth,myheartwasshattered.I

madethedecisionandnowihavetolivewithit.

Shekissesmycheek.

Me:Hey

Cynthia:Whatiswrong

Me:Nothingwhy



Cynthia:Thesedaysyoujustidon'tknowoutof

touchwithreality

Ichuckle.

Me:Iamsorry

Cynthia:Noitsokayiamgoingtoworkiwillsee

youlater

Me:Iloveyou

Cynthia:Iloveyoutoomybaby

IgrabmyphoneandcallSakhile.



Sakhile:Whatupthough

Me:Anywordonher

Sakhile:Mzwakhewesearchedeverywhereforher.

WeevenwenttoSingaporeshewasn'tthere,we

wenttoVukani'sshewasn'tthere.Whatelsedoyou

possiblywantfromme,mustisellmysoultofind

her

Me:Yes

Sakhile:Okaygoodbye

Hehungsup.Ipourmyselfsomewhiskey,iclose

theblindsandswitchonthelightsthandimthem.I

sitonthecouchandlookup,thiswasmeanttobea

surprise.Apictureofherontheceiling,butigot

carriedawayfarfaraway.



Me:Mamakantiukuphi

Idownthewhiskeyinonego.

Phindile

IarriveatthenewhouseMxolisiboughtforme.I

mustapplaudhimhedidagreatjob,upinhills.This

isexactlymykindofstylesimple,yetoverthetop.I

makemywayintothekitchenthereisanoteonthe

island.

"Welcomehome"

Nexttoitisaboxiopenit.Heboughtmeaphone

andalaptop,whataboutacarMxolisiacarnoiam

joking.



"Beenwonderingwhenyoucomingbackhome"

Hisdeepyetsubtlevoicedoesthingstomybody.I

lookupohmyGodheisleaningagainstthewall

withhisanklescrossed.

Me:Itoldgoiamfineiamhandlingit

Him:Rightdisappearingfortwoyearsisyou

handlingit

Whyishecomingclosetome,istepbackwardshe

biteshislowerlip.Ibumpintosomebodybehindme,

whoarethesedropdeadgorgeousblackmen.

Him:IamThapeloBhengu

Him:AndiamNqobizithaBhengu



Ifaint.

Mzwakhe

Iputtheglassdownwhenfeeladeepsharppain

comingfrommychest,that'snotgood.Icall

Thabiso.

Thabiso:Wakhe

Me:Canyoucomeonover

Iwinceinpain.

Thabiso:Yinikwenzenjan

Me:Idon'tThabisobutiamfeelingaverybadknife

stabbingpaininmychest



Thabiso:OhmyGodiamcoming

Ihungupthesharppainhitsmehard,igodown

holdingmychest.What'sgoingonwhyisthis

happeningtome,thepainshowsnomercyonme.I

sufferinagonyican'tevensayanything,nextthing

isufferfromaseizure.

Sakhile

Thatocomestouswestandup.

Thato:Imanagedtostabilizehimbutheisstillina

verymuchcriticalsituation

Ifallbackonthechair.

Thato:Hehasslippedintoacomathenextcouple



ofhourscanbeamakeorbreak...Excuseme

Mzwakheallhislifeifheisn'tmessingup,heis

dying.Hedoesn'thavethecorrectheartwejust

borroweditforthetimebeing,itdidn'tshowany

signsofresistingornotresponding.

Thabiso:UzobarightSakhile

Me:Didn'tyouhearwhatThatosaidheisinacoma

Linda:Skhulucalmdown

Me:Aningiyeka

Thabiso:Hewillbefinerelax
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Sakhile

Iwassittingneartheblackriver,thisplaceisjustso

peaceful.Icouldliveheremyentirelifeawoman

approachesme.

Me:"Mommykodwa"

Phindile:"Takethisandmakehimdrinkitheshould

befine"

Shegivesatubehowamigoingtogetthispassthe

doctors,ilookupshe'sgone.

"Sakhile...Sakhile"

Me:Mmmm...Yellowbone

Nonhle:Gohometakeashowerandrest



Me:IneedtogivethistohimPhindilegaveittome

Nonhle:She'sback?

Me:Isawherattheriveridon'tknow

Nonhle:Ifyousawherthatmeansshe'sback

Me:Iamgoingtojamthecamerasyouwatchout

forThato

Phindile

Ifaintedandidon'trememberwhathappenedafter

that.Thesemenareallupinface,ifeeltinglesinall

therightplaces.

Guy1:Whyyoublinkingalot



Guy2:She'scryingarewemakingyoucry

Me:Whatsgoingonwhoareyoupeople

Thapelo:Thesearemybrothers

"Kagiso"

"Mthokozisi"

"Sibongakonke"

"Langelihle"

Thapelo:WearetheBhengu's



Me:Youguysarereal,iamnotinanother

dimension

Thapelo:Weinyourhouseright

Langa:Thapelo

Me:Yallareheartstoppersareyouheretostayor

Thapelo:Iamheartomakesureyouareokayand

thatyoustaycanyouguyspleaseexcuseus

Welookateachotherwhyamifeelingthisway.I

amdroolingandheislikingeveryminuteofit.

Mzwakhe

Iwokeupfromthegatesofdeath.Iwasinawar

betweenmyselfanddarknessandahandcamejust



intimeandpulledmeup.

Me:Cynthiastopiamokay

Myfamilyenters.

Olwethu:Ohmysweetiepiemyangel

Me:Mommy

Olwethu:Whatboughtyoufoodwhatisthis

Shetakesitandthrowsitinthebin,Cynthialooks

downsheboughtmefoodandicouldn'teatit.It

wasn'tbecauseididn'twantto,ijustcouldn'teat.

Ayandacomestomyside,Nonhleisstandingfar

awaywithherarmscrossed.



Ayanda:Yougood

Me:Iamgoodbro

Ayanda:Nonhle

Me:Don'tshoutathernow

Thatoentersandchoosesviolencehaibo.

Thato:Youeverpullthatstuntagainiamgoingto

fuckyourballs

Sakhile:Ouch!Heisalivenje

Thato:Idon'tcare



Heshouts

Thato:Nonhleiamgoingtokillyouidon'tcarewho

yourmanis..Anigudluke

Me:Sakhilewhatdidyoudo

Sakhile:Uyaphilaangan..Valaumlomowakho

Phindile

Idon'tknowwhattomakeofthisacceptforjust

acceptingit.Gogodoesherownthingsandihave

toacceptthem.IhavetoacceptthatMzwakheand

theboysarecursed,ihavetoacceptiamalso

cursedbecausenobodyintherightmindwould

acceptthis.Ancestorshaveawayofforcingyour

hand.

Iwasdoingsomeshoppingthathousehad



absolutelynothing.Thecuteguyslefttheywillbe

comingbacksoon,ineedtofocusandfighttheevil

thatawaitsme.

Iaccidentallybumpintosomeguy,hedropshis

phone.

Him:Reallyb

Iswallowineverthoughtiwouldseehimagain,my

heartisracingwhatdoidowalkawayorsay

something.Iwalkawayheshoutsmyname.

Andile:Phindile

Me:Ngiyaxolisangizoyikhokhaifoniyakho,

ngiyacelaungangilimazi(Iamsorrypleasedon't

hurtme,iamgotoreplaceyourphone)



Ileavemyshoppingcartandwalkout.

Andile

AfterthataltercationPhindilemademelosemy

sense.Ipaidforherthingsanddrovedowntoher

apartment,ibuzzeinandwaitbythegatethegate

opensidrivein.

Me:Hi

Security:Gooddaysir

Me:IamlookingforPhindileGumedeihave

groceries,wellshereceivedacallandlefther

things.Pleasesiriamnotamadmanorapsycho

Security:Wedon'thaveaPhindile



Itakeoutcashandgiveithim.Helooksatthestack

ofmoneythanme.

Security:Shedoesn'tlivehereanymoreitskindof

sadeveryonemissesher,shesoldherapartment

Me:Doyouperhapsknowwhereicanfindher

Security:Herbrothermightbeabletohelpyou

Mxolisi

Me:Thankyou

Idriveoutwherecouldshebe.
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Andile

IseePhindileandmyadorablesonshowsupthat



cannotbeacoincidence.

Philani:Wouldyoustop

Me:Rememberyouusedtolovethis

Philani:WellAndileidon't..Dadwouldyoustop

Me:Yourmeanyoudon'tlikemeanymore

Helaughs.

Me:Youstillmyfavorite

Philani:Youhavetobefast

Seeisaidit.



Me:Whereisshe

Philani:Sheisrightinfrontofyou

Me:Wow

Philani:Youhavetobefastifyouwanther

Rightinfrontofmeitextmyguysineedsome

information.

Phindile

Iattendtothedoorwhocoulditbethatpossibly

foundmesosoon.Iopenthedoorandmyheart

melts.

Me:Vukani



Hekissesmedeepandpassionatetakingofmy

clothesandhis.

Me:Vukani

Wefallonthecouch,henibblesonmyneckigasp.

Heputshisfingeronmyalreadywetcoochie.

Igaspwakingup.Iwouldn'tmindbeingwithhim,

Vukaniisasnackandismanwhoknowshis

business.

Nonhle:Hello

Me:Hi

Shehungsupichuckle.



Mzwakhe

Ican'tnotstandthehospitaliamgladtobeback

home,allofthemfussaboutmecomeon.Ihave

beatenthisbeforeiwillagain.

Me:Aniyekelentoeniyenzayohawu.Isesbhedlela

bayangixinangaphaininiaygowanmarn

Ifiamdyingthanmytimehascome,whatthey

shouldbedoingisfindingoutwherethehellis

Phindile.

Cynthia:Doyouwantanythingtoeat

Me:Nomylove

Mvelo:Malume



Me:Hey..Heytherelittleguy

Heisinhighschoolnow.Theysotallidon'tknow

wheretheygoing,Mjismrcoolguynowtheyoung

femalesadorehim.

Mj:Mpintshi

Me:Ntwana

Wefistbump.

Me:Whereisyouraunt

Mj:Nottofaraway



Iseemtohavelosthisloyaltyhedoesn'topenupas

much,butiamlookingtochangethat.Heisgoing

totellmewherehisauntisat.

Mj:Baba..Usebuyileayakanaluth,uqaleimpi

namadloziayaziphindiselela(Dad...Heisbackno

hehasnothing,hestartedawarwiththeancestors

andtheytakingrevengeonhim)

Helaughs.

Mj:Yebookay

Me:IstartedwarwiththeancestorsohmyGodhow

Phindile

Ifanybodybothersmeisweariwon'tbe

responsibleforwhatiwoulddotothem.Ikept

thinkingaboutVukaniandwhatwoulditmeanfor



me,ifiweretogiveupeverything.Ipassbythe

restaurantsmyheartbeatsfast,welookateach

otherheiswithanotherwoman.Welltheregoesmy

dream,ifixmycapandcontinuewalking.

Vukani

Igotuptoseewhereshewasheaded,she

disappearedintothinair.Emilyhitsmewiththe

napkin,smilinglikearetard.

Me:Awukahle

Emily:Isthather

Teyanashowsupfiveyearslater.

Teyana:Iknowiknow



Iturnaroundmyhandsareshaking.

Teyana:Whatswrongwithhim

Emily:Youmissedoutonseeingsisterinlaw

Me:Excusemejustforonesecond

Irunoutcallingmyguy.

Me:Yeahyeahlistensheisinthemallrightnow..

Tellmewhereshe'satfast

Parkingshemust,nodropoffzoneshucks.Isee

mysistersdramaticallyrunningtowardsme.

Me:Whatswrong



Emily:Wecomingtohelpyou

Myphonerings.

Me:Yeahokaythankyou..Letsgo

Phindile

Iamdoneshoppingiamgoinghomenow.Ileave

theclothingstore,Vukaniandthetwoladiesstop

mycart.Justlikemydreambutdifferenthekisses

meandsparksfly.

Vukani:Yesistillverymuchwanttobewithyou

Ilookdownandsmile.

Vukani:OsisibamilabahalfsisterEmilyand



TeyanaOwen

Ohtheywhitethat'swhyicouldn'treadher,aspirit

wantstoenterandilookattheladieswithdisgust.
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Andile

Flowerhassomethingformethatwasfast.

Me:Whatdoyouhave

Flower:Idon'tknowifwillbegoodnewsforyou

Me:Youonedayiamgoingtoturnyouintoan

actualflower

Flower:Wellsheisupinhills



Me:Heythisisnottofarfrommyhouse

Flower:Idon'tknowwhoisthisguy,shewasseen

kissinghim

Ilookathimandthepicture.

Flower:Ifoundoutmoreherefavoritechocolate,

flowers

Iamgoingthererightnow.

Phindile

Nonhlecallsme.

Nonhle:Wherehaveyoubeen



Me:Somewhere

Nonhle:Sorryidroppedyourcalltheywereinthe

roomandithoughtyouwouldn'twantyourprivacy

invadelikethat

Thatisalie.

Nonhle:Okayyoujustvanishedanddidsayaword.

Phindilehowcouldyoudothattome

Me:Haveyoueverbeendumpedandtoldyouare

boring

Nonhle:Thanyoushouldhavefought

Me:Forwhat



Nonhle:Can'tyouseewhatheisdoing..Anyways

youokay

Me:Noiamfine

Thedoorbellrings.

Me:Ihavetogosomeone'satthedoortellmewhen

youwantustomeet

Ihungupandgodown.

Me:Okayokay

Ihipandhoptothedooronlytobedisappointed.I

makewayforhim.



Vukani

Mysisterwhereshockedatherreactionimyself

wasalsoshocked,thanrememberedsheisspiritual.

Sheprobablysawsomethingandshedidn'tlikeitor

thatspiritdidn'tlikeit,iamnotsure.

Melusi:YoureallygoingafterMzwakhe'sgirlfriend

Me:EngikwenzayoMelusiMhlongoakuhlangene

nawe

Melusi:Sheisdating

Me:Was..Was

Melusi:Thatdoesn'tmattershewasstillfuckedby

thatman



Me:Yiniozamaukuyisho

Melusi:She'sdamagedgoods

Me:Hambauyahluphaomunyeumuntuungalokhe

ungibangelaisdina

Myphonerings.

Me:Ma

Ma:Whathaveyoudonetomygirlsyouknow

Owenisreadytokillyou

Me:Nomalistensheisspiritualunesipho.

Mhlawumbekhonaokwenzekile,nomaumoya

omngenile



Ma:Iamcomingthereandyougoingtoexplainto

mewhatthehellisgoingon

IlookatMelusi.

Phindile

Hebroughtmechocolateiamachocoholic.Ican

neversaynotochocolate.

Me:WhatareyoudoinghereAndile

Andile:Uhmiknowididyouwrong

Me:Youterminatedmypregnancyandsmackedme

Andile:I



Myphonerings.

Me:Excuseme..Hey

Vukani:Mommymamelaneiknowtechnicallyyabo

kodwamaolediucelaukukbona

Me:Alreadyohaboutyesterday

Vukani:Nopressure

Me:Okay

Vukani:Soshouldicomeandpickyouupnow

Ilaughandhungup.Itakeouttwomugsiamvery

intriguedonwhathehastosay.



Mzwakhe

IcallMxolisiiamhopinghewon'tscreamatme

thistime,likehealwaysdoes.

Mxolisi:Awizinja

Me:Uphiusiswakho

Mxolisi:Theonlyreasonipickedupyourcallis

becauseofmyson,forsomeweirdreasonmyson

adoresyou.Mvelohimselfsmartmouthobsessed

malume,malumemalume

Ilaugh.

Mxolisi:UnemaliMzwakhe,unenkunzimalanga

yochwepheseuseitandyouwillfindher.Sheisnot



veryfar

Hehungsupwhatdoesthatmean.Sheisnotvery

far.

Me:Namanjengempelaanimtholi

Thabiso:AwunayointombiMzwakhe

Me:AwumetuThabisoNonhlegirltellmewhereis

she

Nonhle:Formetotellyouwhatisitthatyoudidfor

me

Me:Igaveyouaboyfriendyouhoe,thatsmy

brotheryoudating.SoonyougoingtobeaBhengu



Us:Youshidi

Welaugh.

Me:NoseriouslyNonhle

Nonhle:Idon'tknowwheresheisionlyheardfrom

herafewdaysago

Thabisosnatchesherphoneandrunsifollowhim.

Nonhle:Thabisoiswear

Thephoneringsiholdherback.

"YaThabiso"



Herunsout,iamholdingNonhleiheartheengine

startingwelaugh.
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Phindile

Iheardhisapologyandiamchoosingtomoveon.I

arriveatVukani'shouseandsomebodyiswaiting

forme,heentersmybodyVukaniattemptstohug

me.Ipushhimawayandmakemywayinside,this

shouldbeinteresting.

Isitontheendandstareathismom.

Vukani:Uhmeverybodythisis

Me:"Hlalaphansinjomane"

Igetupandheadoutsideineedasmoke.Idon't



smokeohthisishorrible.Vukanimusthave

somethinginhiscar.

Vukani:Mommykwenzenjan

Me:"MommywokunukawozalaVukanimanje,

awunayoinkawuzalapho"

Vukani:Haibonkosazane

Me:"Nomahambauyongithengela"

Vukani:Kantiwhatsgoingon

Me:"IyinganeeziwufiveVukanifiveakuphelanga

ngishoisonto,umawakhomanjespeakingbelungu"

(fivechildrenVukanifivenotevenaweekaftermy

death,youralreadymarriedtoawhiteman)



Helaughs.

Me:"Ungabiislimanjengamiuyambonalosisibuka

isinqa)

Ispankmyass.

Me:"Amahipsfullpackage"

Mzwakhe

IamwaitingforThabisoandheistakingforeverto

comeback.Wherehasshebeenallthistime.

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:Yeah



Sakhile:Whynotsayyouwanttogiveher,her

workshopback

Afteritwasdamageditdidn'ttakemuchtimefor

metofixandrepairit.Iforgotitwasmeanttobea

surprisethanCynthiaandihappened.

Me:Ilokhonjeengikufunayo

Sakhile:Manje

Me:Angimaziukuthukephnje

Sakhile:Youhave

Me:Iamgoingtopunchyourgroinsobadyou

won'tbeabletohandleit



Sakhile:Youknowshesavedyourlifethatiswhy

Thatosmackedmeiamgoingtogethimforthat.

Shegavemesomeweirdlookingconcoction,i

madeyoudrinkitandyouwokeup

Me:Justlikethat

Sakhile:Justlikethat

Shestillcares.

Sakhile:Whenyoudogettoseeherhumble

yourself

Vukani

Iamnotsurewhatisgoingonmydadhadaraspy

voice.Howdoessheevenknowmomhasfiveother



children,wewalkbackinsideshedoesn'twantto.I

dragherwestruggleforawhile,luckilysheisa

womaniplaceherovermyshoulder.

Ma:Vukani

Imakehersiteventhatisastruggle.

Me:Stopit

Phindile:"Ngiletheleugwayiwamingibheme

ngihambe"

Me:Noyounotgettinganycigarettes

Shegaspandcoughsiletgoofher.Shetriestoget

upiholdher.



Me:Phindilestopyouembarrassingyourself

Phindile:"She'stheonewhohadfivebabieswitha

whiteman,minaiwasenoughforyourmother"

Sheburiesherheadonmyshoulderandcries.

Phindile:Wowokaydidiruinmymake-up

Me:Youlookbeautiful

Phindile:Iamokaynow

Me:Yousure

Phindile:Washealwayslikethis



Me:Trickyyouneverknewwhatyouweregoingto

getthenextday...Noitsfinesit

Okaywecanstillhaveagoodnight.

Me:Okayeveryonethisis

Phindile:"WeJoyceiyinganeeziwufivengempela"

Ilaymyheadonthetable.

Phindile

Thisguyisnotoverthefivechildrensaga.Ihadto

chasehimoutbecausehewasn'tsayinganything.

Vukaniisholdingmyhand.

Me:Uhmletmeapologize



MrsOwen:Howdoyouevenknowihavefive

children

Me:Idon'tbutyouhusbanddoes

MrsOwen:What

Me:"Ungayenzakanjankodwaintoenjanjoyyazi

uyiphulileinhliziyoyami"thatshimagainheisvery

hurtyoudidn'tatleastallowyourselftomournand

heal

Vukani:Canwemoveonfromthis

Me:Ican'theneedstosaywhathewantstosay

otherwiseheisgoingtokeeptroublingme,iam

sorryforlookingatyoulikethatitwasn'tme.

"Singahlanganangaphansikwesihlahlauphathe

leyangutshanayakhoewayuthiuyayindlala



zumekiyaneumuntu"

Shelooksatmeismile.

Me:Doyouunderstandwhatiamsaying

MrsOwen:Ithinkido

IlookatVukani.

Mzwakhe

Hefinallyarrives.

Me:Whattookyousolong

Thabiso:Shelivesveryfarawayupinthehillsyoh

thathouseissick



Me:Didyouseeher

Thabiso:Nothere'swasnobodytheresoyouknow

Hehandsmehisphone.

Me:Whatifshesensesyouinstalledcamerasthere

Thabiso:Nevermindaboutthat,thatsherhouse

andthisisheraddress

Me:Thankyoubro

Thabiso:Anytimenowdon'taggravateherafterall

sheisasnakeanddangerous



Me:Okay
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Phindile

Idon'trememberwhenlastigotblessedwitha

d*ck.Heliftsmylegupandrubshistiponmy

entrance,asourlipsmoveinperfectrhythm.He

slowlypushesinimoanthroughkiss.

Vukani:Fuck

Hepushandpushesthecondomismakingthingsa

littlebituncomfortablebutsafetyfirst.Ifeelallof

himin,thatblackMambaisgoingtodestroyme.

Vukani:Phindile

Me:Mmm



Hepullsout.

Me:What

Vukani:Itwentdown

Me:Huh!

Vukani:Itwentdown

Me:Oh

Vukani:Youthinkaboutsomething

Me:Yeahhowyougoingtofinishme



Hechuckles.

Me:Comehere

Wekiss.

Me:Don'tworryiamafterallagoddessgiveittime

Myphonerings.

Me:Heylovey

Mxolisi:Mtase

Me:Whatisgoingon

Mxolisi:WhereareyouMzwakhefiguredoutyour



location.Hewasinstallingcamerasontopofthe

onesiput

Me:Didn'thebreakupwithme

Mxolisi:Bottomlineis

Me:Ayidon'tneedthisinmylifengizohamba

ngiyekhayamekunjaloweeaveleangithole

Welaugh.

Vukani

Wellthatwasembarrassingbutthanagain,we

rushingintothings.Noiwaitedforherandi

deservesomepussy,ishakemyhead.Shewas

chillingonthecouchandiwasslavingawayinthe

kitchen.Idon'tmindiamusedtodoingthingsfor

myselfitsmyhouseandsheismyguest.



Me:Whatwouldyouliketodrink

Phindile:Water

Ipulloutawaterbottlefromtherefrigerator.

Phindile:Thankyou

Me:Whatareyoudoingthere

Phindile:Iamtryingtogetmypagebackdoyou

needanyhelp

Me:Luthonkosazane

Phindile:Okay..Helloiambusyyoudorealizeyou



brokeupwithme.Okaythansowhyyoucallingme,

iwantnothingtodowithyousopleaseleaveme

alone

Shegetsupandheadoutside,shethrowsher

phoneinsidethepool.Iaminforawildroller-

coasterride.

Mzwakhe

Whydoesshekeepsayingthat,itryingcallingher

againvoicemailohmyGod.

Me:Yellowbonepleasetryandgetherhere,the

thingisready

Theylaugh.

Me:Ngiyakucelamommy



Shetakesherphoneandmakesacall.

Nonhle:Voicemailholdonmaybethisisher..Hello

"WhywhyNonhle"

Nonhle:Hesayshehassomethingforyou

ungakwaziukuzalaekhayaelikhulu

Phindile:LalelalawenaMzwakheungalinge

unginyanyiseyezwaangekenithandemase

ngicasukile,anganunentombiwena

Me:Aw

Phindile

Ihandhimbackhisphonebothmywristwere



coveredwiththebirthmark.

Vukani:Ungacabangiukuthuzohlukananami

Me:Kuyomeleubeinjayegame

Helaughs.

Me:Youbetterbepreparedtofight

Vukani:Whileyousitandenjoythemovie

Me:Exactlyalotofthingsaregoingtestyour

patience

Vukani:Iwasinjailmyentirelifehowmuchmore

canmypatiencebetest



Me:Jailthatsit

Vukani:What

Me:Youcan'tsleepwithmebecauseyoudirty

Vukani:Imustbecleansednowwhoisgoingtodo

that

Me:Idon'tknowandyoucan'tgotoanyhealer

unlesstheyspiritual

Vukani:Youareverydemandingandour

relationshiphasn'tevenbegun

Welaugh.



Vukani:Kulungilenkosazanemengabemele

ngigezwengizogezwa

Mzwakhe

Cynthiacomesbackfromworklookingexhausted,

sheplacesherthingsonthebedandstarttakingoff

herclothes.

Me:Roughday

Cynthia:Youdon'tknowhalfofitifeellikeihadthat

presentationinthebagandguesswhat

Me:Didn'tgoyourway

Cynthia:Ohitwentmywaybuttobegivento

someoneelsetomakeitbetter



Me:Comesitoverhere

Shesitsonthecouchnexttome,iputherlegson

topofmythighsandtakeofhershoes.

Me:Whoarethesepeopledotheyknowyouhavea

manthatkills

Shechucklesigiveheramassage.

Cynthia:Hmmtheyreallyquestionyoursanity

thosepeople

Ikissher.
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Mzwakhe

Shedidn'tcomehomeandAndileshowedupather



house.Howdoesheknowwhereshestaysandi

knewnothingaboutit.

"Celaningiphakelanami"

Igetupandhughimhewrapshisarmsaroundmy

waist.

Thobani:Iamback

Ilookathimandhughimagainhelaughs.After

SethuandNoziwerelaidtorestheleft,itriedbyall

meansfindinghimandhealwaysmanagedtoget

awayfromme.Imustapplaudhimbecauseheis

lookingfreakishlyhandsomeandheiswith

someoneelse.

Sakhile:Skhulu



Theyhug,Thabisocomesandpuncheshiminthe

back.

Thobani:Ouch

Thabiso:Youdon'tjustdisappearlikethatwhatis

wrongwithyou

Thobani:Mommybayangihlukumeza

Iknowwhichmommyheiscallingand

unfortunatelysheisnothere.

Sakhile:Howdidyouknowwehere

Thobani:Ihadafeelingmommy

Cynthiacomesdownsheisreadytogo.



Thobani:Haibodidyoubleachyourskinyinito

impressthisguy

Me:ThobanithisisCynthiamygirlfriend

Phindile

Hedroppedmeoffathomemyfamilyisusedto

thisotherpeoplemaynotsomuch.Iknockonthe

doorandenter,momasusualturningthehouse

upsidedown.

Me:Iminanjaloningazenithuke

Ma:Ohsaleusungikhiphelaiwashingmase

uyanginekel

Iheadtothebathroomandtakeouttheclothes



fromthewashingmachine.Myphoneringswell

Vukani'sphonerings.

Me:NjomanekaMgabhi

Vukani:Vukaniorbabysoundsbetter

Ilaugh.

Me:Wow

Vukani:Youokay

Me:Awesomeijustgotmyownchoreandiam

lovingeveryminuteofitwena

Vukani:Imissingthisgirlthiscrazygirldamnsheis

crazy



Me:Iamnotcrazy

Vukani:Noyounotthegirliamtalkingaboutthis

onethrewherphoneinsidethepool.Imean

Me:Ohthanitsdefinitelynotme

Vukani:Ingabeinkosazaneiyabuyanamuhla

Me:Iwanttobutiamgoingtospendsometime

withmyfamily

Vukani:Okay

Me:Andthatwillgiveyoutimetogetcleansed



Vukani:Nkosazane

Me:Letmefinishuphereanditextyouwheniam

done

Vukani:Celaukuzwalawomazwi

Me:Goodbyesthandwasam

Vukani:Kwavelekwathicosololohmm

IsmileohVukani.

Mzwakhe

Hedidn'tfindamusementtomybreakupwith

phindile,liketheyalwaysdo.Helooked

disappointedbutdidn'tshowitandjustlaughed

withthem.



Linda:Okaykeserioustalknowhowdoyoufeel

Thobani:AyLindanianginandabailostmychild,he

brokeupwithhisgirlfriendireallydon'tcare

Linda:Haaa

Welaugh.Iamsohappyheisback,wechilling

havingafewdrinks.

Me:Neverdothatagainbronever

Thobani:Ineededtimetoheal

Sakhile:Wanttoknowasecret



Thobani:Whyyoudrunk

Sakhile:IamsickandtiredofMzwakhebutthats

notit,iamtryingtokeepupso

Heshowshimhiswrist.

Thobani:Dammbrothatissick

Sakhile:Mommyiyonankosazane

Thobani:Noandyoubrokeupwithher

Me:Idon'tknowshewasthequeenandicouldn't

continuestringingheralong.Iknowimadethe

biggestmistake

Thobani:Doyouregretit,wowwakhewow



Idon'tregretitihavenoregrets,nowitsjustanger.

Shedidn'tevenfightshegaveinjustlikethatand

acceptedit.

Vukani

Momcalledmeintoherhomeireallyjustwanted

somepeaceandquiet,Emilyopensthedoorforme.

Sheseemsdisappointedalotofpeoplearehere,

whatisgoingon.

Ma:Ahmyfavoriteson

Me:Whoisyourleastfavorite

Carson:Melusi

Ma:Hey



Welaugh.

Ma:Iloveallofmykids

Shelooksbehindme.

Me:Whatisgoingon

Ma:Isshecoming

Me:Who

Ma:Yourgirlfriendithoughtyouwerecomingwith

her

MrOwen:Isshehere



Hepullsmeoutsidehaiboilookatmom.

Me:Ma

Whatisgoingon.

Phindile

"Isaidyestoyournumber

Andyestoyoudatingme

Yeswecanbetogether

Butyougottowaitforme

Thefirsttimeisayno

It'slikeineversaidyes"

Yesbybeyoncewasonrepeat,ihadthespeakers



onblast.Vukaniandiweretextingbackandforth,

hewastellingmetocomeandrescuehim.Iwas

laughingathim,ilookupandThobaniisstanding

bythedoor.Igetupandjumponhim.

Me:Thobani

Thobani:Mommy

Iscream.

Me:Isthisreallyyou

Ma:Haibowamemezakangakayindab

Ipullhiminside.

Ma:AwThobanindodana



Thobani:Mawami

Theyhugmyphonerings.

Me:Makhedama

Vukani:Avengibulalananjalo

Me:Baby

Vukani:Theycallingforyou

Me:Ihavetodecliningbabysomebodyjustcamei

willmakeituptoyouyezwabye

IhungupandhugThobani.
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Phindile

Thehardestthingaboutthisgift,istillsee

everythingheisdoingsexually.Iwassittingonthe

couchwithmykneesupwaitingforeverythingtobe

over,andithasbeengoingonforawhile.Myphone

rings.

Me:Hello

Vukani:Nko...Haibokwenzakalan

Me:Canyoupleasefetchme

Vukani:Whatsgoingonokaywhereareyou

Me:Home



Vukani:Okayiamcomingtofetchyou

Ihungupandcryinsilenceidon'twantthisgift

anymore.

Mzwakhe

Iheaddownstairsiamhungry,Cynthiaisinthe

shower.Sheisnotgoingtoworktoday,therewasa

newladyonthediningtable.

Thobani:OkayeveryoneumommywamloZethu,

shortofNtombizethu

Me:She'sbeautiful

Thobani:BabyuMzwakheloifyouseehimrunhe

willtrytoopenyourskirt



Me:Ahh

Welaugh.

Thobani:Ireallywantedyoutomeetsomeonebut

sheisnothere,thisismyfamilymybrothers

Me:AwDladlawena

Nonhle:NicemeetingyouZethu

Zethu:Thankyou

Iamhungryijustcan'twaitanymore.

Me:Yellowboneumnganiwakhouthini



Cynthia:Goodmorning

Nonhle:Idon'tknowmy

Me:Okay

Thobani:Youknowhowwedothingsitsgoing

downyouguysbetterpullupholdon

Hemakesacall.

Phindile

Vukanifetchedmeiwasamess,iwillseemy

familysomeothertime.Myphoneringsilookat

Vukanithananswer.

Me:Hello



Thobani:Mommyhaibouyakhalayini

Me:Nothingican'thandle

Thobani:Itisthatman

Me:Whatman

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Me:Ifyouwantustoremainfriendsnevereverin

yourlifementionthatname

Thobani:Thatmeansyounotgoingtocometomy

welcomehomeparty



Me:Ontheconditionthatibringsomeonemaybe

Icountinmyhead.

Me:KonjenibangakiFive,sixsomeones

Thobani:Okaymommy

Me:Andstoptrackingme

Ihungup.

Vukani:Gladyoufeelingbetter

Me:Withyoueverythingfeelsbetter

Vukani:Whowasthat



Me:Thobanieishishouldhaveaskedifyouokay

withgoing

Vukani:Phindile

Me:IknowiknowbutheiscoolwithAndile

Vukani:Theywereoncefriends

Me:Evenyounje

Vukani:Whoarethosefivesixpeople

Me:You,Brandon,Zach,TeyanaandEmilynotyour

othertwosiblings.MaybeCarson



Hechuckles.

Me:Oocanwepassbythemallitstimeforyouto

spoilme

Vukani:Ajailbirdlikemengiyithathaphiimali

Welaugh,ilovethefactthatheisopenand

comfortable,speakingabouthisexperienceinjail.

Henevermissestheopportunitytotellme

nkosazanengiphumaejele.(Princessiamfromjail)

Vukani:Wasumoyizelakangaka

Ilookoutthewindowandcontinuesmiling.He

takesmyhandandkissesit.

Mzwakhe



Whatissheevenangryaboutsheistheonewho

saidifidon'twantheranymore.Imustbreakup

withher,ididthatwhyissheactinglikethis.

Me:Yellowbonemaybeungangitsheliyini

engiyenzile

Nonhle:Ubulindelenibeabanganiyini

Me:Wenotswornenemieswhyisshemakingme

thebadguysheisthequeenofthisfamily

Nonhle:Asfarasiknowifyouhereexyohshe

literallydespisesyou.Youcanaskanyofthemshe

hatesthem

Isighiamtryingtomakeamends,whatisitgoing

totakereally.



Me:Angifuniniphindenithiphuthalami

Sakhile:Mzwakheletitgoyoumakingthingsworse

Me:Fineherearethekeystoyourworkplace.Iam

donetrying

ShecanmissmewiththebeggingiamMzwakhe

Bhengu,idon'tbeg.

Phindile

Maybeijustneededabreather,iambackhome.

(myplace)SpendingtimewithVukaniwassplendid,

ihopehedoescomethereisalotofbadblood

betweeneveryone.Iwantedtocommunicatewith

gogo,ihadtogetherpeoplehere.

"Yebonkosazanesengifikile"



Igetupfrommybed.

Me:Iwanttodoit

Hesighs.

Thapelo:Yousure

Mycoochietingles.

Me:Iamsure

Thapelo:Therearemanyconsequencesthatcome

withyourrequest

Me:Idon'tminddying,idon'tmindbeingpunished.



Alliwantisthisgiftoutofme

Thapelo:ThobaniwouldhavetoknowthatNozi

wasnothischildandalltheotherthingsyoudid

wouldhavetobereversed

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Thapelo:Sakhilewon'tbebondedwiththewhite

snake

Me:Holdonyoumeantimewillreset

Thapelo:Nkosazane

Me:Iampreparedforallofthat

Thapelo:Uyaziugogoengasanganelwaikhanda



(Gogowillloseit)

Me:Yourmajestygetmeoutofthis

Hesmirks.

Thobani:Asyouwishnkosazane

Hedisappears.Willallofthemstillobsessoverme

oncethegiftisgone,orwilltheyfindme

unattractive?
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Mzwakhe

Ithinkijustneededtoletitgo,thingsaresomewhat

normalnow.Icanfocusmyattentiononother

things,theymustbeborediampositivelysurethey

missbeinginthegame.Ineedtofindawayto



makeeverythingwork,myrelationship,thequeen,

myfamilyandtheboys.

Me:Ntwana

Lindo:Mmm

Me:Whatsgoingon

Lindo:Idon'tevenwanttosaydoyourealizethe

messyouputusthrough,becauseyoudidn'tknow

Me:Lindokuhlengiyazama

Lindo:Nganicelangabuyanginzelaizintozibelula

ngathiiwaphathenikahleamantombazane(I

pleadedwithyouguys,icamebacktomakethings

easierforyou.Isaidtreateveryladyyoumeetwell)



Isigh.

Sakhile:Udliwayini

Lindo:Sitdown

Sindiswa:Sanibonani

Sakhile:Wifey

ShehugsLindokuhle.

Lindo:WeworkedsohardSindiswasodamnhard

Sindi:Iknowiknow



Sakhile:Whatdidyoudonow

Phindile

Iwassurprisedthismorningwithabeautifultreat

courtesyofVukani.Heorganizedafewbeauticians

tocomeandpamperme,arghmyhandsomejailbird.

Ihopehewillunderstandwhenitellhimwhatiam

abouttodo.

Theladiesweretalkingandadmiring,idon'tknow

myselfhowiamlucky.Whenguysseeme,theyjust

wanttospend.Mzwakheonmybirthdayfilledthe

wholeyardwithmyfavoriteflowers,nowVukani

organizingthisspadayforme.

Girl1:Sowhatcolordoyouwant

Me:Idon'tknowheyiamveryundecided,ihave

doneblueandwhitemostlywhite.Letsdoayellow



Girl1:Greatchoiceandyouhaveabeautiful

chocolateskin

Me:Thankyou

Myphonerings.

Vukani:Don'tsayanythingjustenjoy

Me:Ohthankyoubaby

Vukani:Dohaveanythingplannedafterthat

Me:IwantedtodomyhairMandlaidon'tknowifhe

isavailable



Vukani:AndwhoisthisMandla

Me:Mygayhairstylistextraordinaire

Vukani:Okay"Vukani"

Myheartbeatsacertainway.

"Whydidyoulock"

Vukani:There'smonkeyshereyohthatotherday

myrefrigeratorwasopenandtheywerehavinga

brawl

Theylaugh.Ican'tmakeoutwhothispersonis.

Vukani:OkaynkosazaneEmilyishereiwillcallyou

later



Me:Okaybye

Hehungsupismile,theladieslaugh.

Mzwakhe

Lindo:OkayinacoupleofdaysPhindileiscoming

andsheisnotcomingwithgoodnews

Idon'tsomethingaboutthiswholesituationis

makingmeangryreallyangry.

Me:Whichiswhat

Lindo:Youwillhavetofindoutfromher.Whatican

saytheancestorstrustedyouwiththis,youknow

thesayingeverythinghappensforareason.We

thoughtyouwerecapableofhandlingit,withthat



saidifwefailtoconvincehernottogiveupgift

Sakhile:What

Me:Whatdomeangiveitup

Lindo:Yourgirlfriendwillhavetotakeit

Ilaugh.

Me:NingangicasuliLindokuhle

Lindo:Passingthegiftwouldmean,youwon't

rememberevermeetingher.Thingsthathappened

willbereversed

Me:Iamnotunderstandingyou



Lindo:Inlayman'sterm

Hesighs.

Lindo:Timewillreset,Cynthiawillbegone.Nonhle

andAyandatherewillbenoNonhleandAyanda

Me:Okaystop,stopitsheshouldn'tmakeother

peoplesufferjustbecauseofwhatidid.That

doesn'tneedtohappen,yaziningiyahambawena

Lindokuhleyoubettermakesurethatdoesn't

happen

Whatiswrongwiththisgirlshewaschosenand

shewantstogiveitallup,iwillbedamned.

Vukani



Mysiblingsvisitedmeiamtemptedtogo,buti

don'twanttocauseanydrama.Iamstayingvery

clearofdrama,imayjokeaboutbeinginjail.Iam

notpreparedtogobackinthere.

Emily:Sowegoing

Me:Youguys

Teyana:Heywemaybewhitebutmomsstrong

geneisstrong

Me:Thatmeansihavetowatchyouandherontop

ofeverythinggoingon

Teyana:Whatstheworstthatcouldhappen

Me:Kidnapyou,robyouwegoingtotheghetto,the



ghettoandthatsnotevenhalfofit.Theweird

beautyyouguyshave,blackwithblueandgreen

eyes.Healerswouldkidnapyouforriches

Theylaugh.

Teyana:Youbeingdramaticnownothingisgoingto

happentous

Whattheydon'tunderstandihavebadbloodwith

thesepeople,ican'triskthat.Thobanimaybeafter

myblood.

Phindile

Iofferedtomakefoodforthemtheyhumbly

declined,myboyfriendhasdoneenoughforthem

already.Theywerepackingupmyphonerings.

Me:Hello



Nonhle:Somebodyisinagoodmood

Me:Whatcanisaywhatsup

Nonhle:Idon'tmeanuhmsotheysaythatuhmif

yougivethegiftup,everythingwillgobacktothe

wayitwas

Me:Isthatallyoucareaboutyourrelationshipwith

Ayanda

Nonhle:Phindileihavebeenridingwithyousince

dayone,andthisishowyougoingtodome.Iwas

therewhenyouwereblind,iwastherewhenyou

couldn'ttalk,iwastherewhenyoucouldn'twalk.

Yougoingtosnatchawaythelittlebitofhappiness

ihavebecauseofMzwakhe,whofuckishehuhwe

mustsufferbecausehebrokeyoursoulfuckthat

you.Fuckyouforthinkinglikethat



Me:Nonhle

Nonhle:NoPhindileithasalwaysbeenaboutyou,

you,you.Anotherpersonisdeadtoyou,iam

gratefulyougotmeoutofthatsituationbutyou

goingtoputmebackinit.MzwakhePhindile

MzwakheyouthrowingitawayforMzwakhe

Shehungsup.

Me:Thapelo

Ihearhimlaughingcomingdownthestairs.

Thapelo:Youchangingyourmindagain

Me:Nonothinghastochangeiatleastdeservethat



much

Thapelo:Verywellnkosazane...Hiladies

Theyscream,ishakemyheadandchuckle.

[06/06,15:21] :146

Phindile

IaskedVukanitopleasecomeover.Hegavemex,

yandzexplanationabouthowunattractiveisitfor

amantovisithisgirlfriendplace,heannoyedme

becauseireallyneededhim.Iwenttothesalonto

getmyhairdone.

Mandla:Whyyoucuttingitafterweworkedsohard

tomaintainyourhair

Me:Mandlajustdoit



Mandla:Sheeshokay

Iclosemyeyes.

"Wedisrespectingeachothernow"

Heleansonthechairandwelookateachotherin

themirror.

Me:No

Vukani:Lokutefakwakhophokuchazaukuthini

(Thistantrumofyourswhatdoesitmean)

Ifailtoanswerhim.



Vukani:Mmmangikuzwankosazane

Hekissesmycheekmyheartdrops.

Vukani:Kulungileawungazi.Angazifuthuzitshela

ukuthngiwubani,ugcinilenamhlanjeukungidelela

syezwana(Itsfineyoudon'tknowme.Idon'tknow

whoyouthinkiambutthisthelasttimeyourgoing

todisrespectme,understood)

Me:Yebo

Hewalksaway.Ibreatheouthedidn'traisehis

voicenoruseasterntone,damnialmostpeedmy

pants.

Mzwakhe

Thereisnothingmoremyfamilylovesthandrinking.

Wegoallthewayoutandtonightithinktillthesun



rises,ijustgotbackfromdroppingCynthiaoff.

Me:Heycanibringher

Thobani:Ifyouwantto

Me:Noungathiifiwanttocanibringherornot

Thobani:No

Ilookathim.

Thobani:No

Me:Okay

Thobani:Whoamanalaphowhenarewekilling



MelusiandHisbrothers

Me:Wenotkillingthem

Thobani:Mzwakhethatwasmybaby

Me:Cynthiaisalsomybaby

Heshowsmethemiddlefinger.

Me:Howaboutthiswegoingtocomeandthanyou

pointmewithagunandaskmethatquestion

Thobani:Ihateyou

Me:Iyobonanaskhulu



Ijointhemonthecouches.Nonhlewaslayingon

Ayanda'sthighs,thiswillbedevastating.Thesetwo

loveeachothertothemoonandback,therehasto

beawaytoconvincePhindile.Idon'twishtobe

hatedbyAyandaoranyofthem.

Me:Thabisoyiniesingayenzakuyonakalamanje

(Whatcanwedotofixthis,thingsarenotlooking

good)

Thabiso:Yaziwenaunjaloufikewonewonewone

masekubhedaufunathinasilungise(You,youruin

andruinandruineverything,whenshithitsthefan

youwantustofixthingsforyou)

Me:Ngizokusakazangempamaungijwayelakabi

Welaugh.



Vukani

Shecanthrowasmanytantrumsasshewantsiwill

betheretotakethem,butihadtomakeitknowni

amthemanhere.Shemusttreadcareful,idon't

thinkimadeherangryenoughforhertocutherhair.

Shelooksbombthoughandtheohmytheblack

Mambaasshecallit,isactingup.

Me:Tshelaminakenkosazaneyindabungidinelwe

Phindile:Becauseineededyou

Me:Uyakhalayini

Phindile:Yes

Igetupandhugher.



Me:Musaukukhalaphelayinitshelaminakwenze

njan

She'scryingreallybadlikeshelostsomethingor

someone.

Me:Nkosazaneangithandikemaseunje

Phindile:Iamsorryiamjustalittleemotional

Me:Ungaxolisinkosazane

Mzwakhe

IamseeingsomemajordestructfromSakhile.He

isdrinkinganddrinkingnonstop,tonightheis

goingtodrinksomemoreican'thavethat.Ibeen

textingCynthiaseeingifshe'sgametogoingout,it

willbethefirsttimegoingoninpublicandpeople

seeingmewithadifferentperson.



Me:Sakhilekwenzakalanwalokheuphuzanje

Sakhile:Akuphuzimina

Helaughs,myphonerings.

Me:Heybabe

Cynthia:Yousureyoualwayspullafitwheniwant

ustogoout

Me:Iampositive

Cynthia:Whynow

Me:Itseitheryouwanttoornot,ididn'taskfora



discussion

Cynthia:We'llsee

Shehungsup.

Me:Idon'tseeyouthesedays

Sakhile:HowwhenyouallupThobani'sass

Thobani:Arewejealous

Hesayscomingin.

Thobani:Whatiswrongwithourmommy

Me:AngithuPhindileufunaukuncengwa..Nxi



useqalaukunginyanyisanje(IsnotPhindilewanting

tobebegged.Sheisstartingtodisgustme

Theylaugh.

Me:Noseriouslyihavenoideawhatiswrongwith

thatgirlnow

Thobani:Haveyoutriedcallingher

Me:Forwhat

Thobani:Sakhilewathulakangakauthini

Sakhile:Theonlytimeicanhelphim,isifPhindile

decidestonotgiveupthegift.Webeggedhim

Thobaninottobreakwithher



Me:Thisisdifferentshe'scalmandnaturingshe

doesstuffforme,thoselittlethingsthatexciteme

Sakhile:Phindilehasn't

Me:Asfarasiknowshehasn't

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Leavehim

Thobani:Noweinthismessbecausewestayoutof

people'sbusiness,iamnot..Yohyesiamback,can

yougivemeallthefootagefromthepenthouse.

WhateveryoucanretrievefromwhenMzwakheand

phindiledatedokaythankyou,yahsendittohim

skhulu.Youhavefunwatchingiwillseeyouguys

later



Phindile

HissisterandiweregettingreadyTeyanawas

doingmymakeup.Vukanistillwasn'tkeenon

coming,buticanassurehimnothingwillhappen.

Allofthemarejustwaitingfortheothertostrike.

Teyana:Iamsurenowyougoingtoconvincehim

Me:Becauseofmysituationican'tpartytillthesun

comesout,bymidnightorbeforemidnightigotta

beinbedsleeping

Emily:Icouldn'timaginehowdoesitfeel

Me:Hecticidon'thavealifedarling

Vukaniwalksin,hestandsbehind.Ithrowmyhead

backandpoutmylips.



Me:AhVukanidon'tleavemehanging

Hesmilesandkissesmeiputmyhandonhis

cheek,hegrabsmyneck.

Emily:Youguys

Teyana:Youturningmeon

Vukani:Whatareyouwearing

Me:Ilaiditoutonthebed

Teyana:Soyoureallynotcoming

Vukani:Nojusttextmeandiwillcomefetchyou



Hewalksaway.

[06/06,15:21] :147

Mzwakhe

Ifeelbadafterwatchingthefootage.Ididn'tknow

shedidallthosethingsandiwasn'ttheretoengage,

howeveritiswhatitis.

Me:Youwearingheels

Cynthia:Yesofcoursebaby

Me:Sojaivalaphayanotmodeling

Cynthia:Iwillputflatsinthecarorsneakers



Me:Okayuhmletstalk

Cynthia:Ohthatcan'tbegood

Me:Listensomethingsmighthappentonighti

haven'tbeentotallyhonestwithyou.Whatever

happensdon'tallowittocomebetweenus

Cynthia:Youscaringme

Me:Idon'twanttobutpleasebeunderstanding

Cynthia:Okay

Me:Okayready

Cynthia:Yeswaitletmefindsomeflats



Phindile

Wesettleddownoutsidedrinkingwineandgetting

toknoweachother.TeyanaayayiamsureJoyce

istiredofreprimandingher,sheisawildcat.Emily

isafabulousoverthetopbookworm,shecanbe

bestfriendswithMvelo.

Emily:Ahmenwemaydrivehercrazybutsheloves

ustodeath

Vukani:Haibonkosazaneareyouguysnotlate

Me:Wenotgoing

Vukani:Whatwhy

Me:Youdidn'tlookcomfortablewiththesituation



sowedecidedidecidedwechillhere

Vukani:Nocomeoncome

Hepullsmyhandweheadtohisroom.Hetakesoff

myrobe.

Vukani:Fakaibhulukweelihlefakaiskhibhana

sakho.Asiwaveziamabeleangan(Putyourcute

pantson,putyourbarelyputtogethertop.Itdoesn't

showtheboobsright)

Me:Noonlymyback

Vukani:KulungilefakakeTeyana,Emilygetready

sheshisankosazane

Me:Yousureidon't



Vukani:Hambauyozijabulisa,ukhohlwaumina

ngiyodumisaimoto(Gohavefun,forgetaboutmei

willgostartthecar)

Hekissesmeandrunsout.

Mzwakhe

Whenlastdidwecomehereitisjampacked.Iwant

everyonetojusthavefunandenjoy,forgetabout

Phindileandherstankattitude.Okaydon'ttellher

thatsheisgoingtokillme,iwonderwhosheis

comingwith.Andileisheresoitsnothim,maybe

sheiscomingbehindornotcomingatall.

Cynthia:Wowthisissomething

Me:Tellmeaboutit



MlaandBafanaonthedecksdoingtherethingokay

now.

Me:Bukanededelaigaziujabuleunjalovele

umnganiwakho.Ngiyakuthembisangizokwenza

ngakhokonkeokusemandleniami,angekeuze

uhlukananoAyanda(Listenrelaxhavefunyour

friendislikethat.Ipromiseiwilldomybest,iwill

doeverythinginmypower.Younotgoingtobreak

upwithAyanda)

Shehugsme.

Me:Ohyellowboneipromiseokayipromise

Shepointsherfingerinodalrightletsgodance.

Me:Havefunguys



Sakhile:Atoast

Me:Towhat

Sakhile:ToPhindile

Welaugh.

Sakhile:Tofamily,tolove,tous

Us:Tous

Me:Bottomsup

Asongcomeson.

"Isaidyestoyournumber



Andyestoyoudatingme

Yeswecanbetogether

Butyougottawaitforme

Thefirstisaidnoitslikeineversaid"

Andthatbeautifulvoiceechoesmyheartdrops.

"Youwasonthewall

Iwaswithmycrew

Youwaswatchingmebaby

Iwaswatchingyouslowly

Youwalkedoverimaintained

Mycoolyousaidhellotome

Isaidhellotoyou"

Phindile

NowwhydidThobaniambushmelikethat.



Anywaysididmythings,withthehelpofThapelo

andhisbrotherswhostoletheshow.

Me:Goodeveningeveryonewelcome

Theygocrazyandwhistle.

Me:Thatguyovertherelikesambushingme

Thobani:Mommy

Me:Iseeyouguysarelookingfabulousand

gorgeous.Okaynottotakeuptoomuchofyour

time,havefun

"Anotherone"

Ilaugh.



Thobani:Iphindemommy

Idon'twanttosingijustwanttohaveagoodtime.

Vukani

Itooktheleapoffaithandcame,EmilyandTeyana

seeus.Theycallustotheirtable,ilookatthestage

isthatPhindile.

Brandon:Isthatyourgirl

Ididn'tknowshecouldsinglikethat.

Emily:Heyyoucame

Ipullmyphoneoutandtakeavideo,arghiamlate.



Phindile:Thankyouthankyouenjoyeveryonehave

alovelyevening

Sheturnsarounditapmyselfdoihaveanymoney

onme.Shecomesoverandwehug,sheisdoing

themostwiththisoutfitbutwehavetocoverup.I

pullmywalletoutandthemoneyihaveinthere.I

pinsomearoundherwaistandinthechainsofthis

ridiculoustop.

Teyana:That'swhatamandoes

Phindile:Thankyouforcomingipromisewewon't

staylong

Me:Greatbecauseyourmanisgivingmethedeath

stare



Ilaugh.

Phindile:Brandon,Zach

Zach:Heyma

Phindile:Iamgoingtotryandgetussomedrinks

andfood.Youknowthestory

Watchthefireworks.

Mzwakhe

VukanioutofallpeopleVukaniyesesthisgirliam

goingtokillher,Thobanipullsmetotheside.

Thobani:Toldyouweshouldhavekilledthem



Me:Yeahwelligetitnow

Welaugh.

Thobani:Sowhatdowedo

Me:forgetaboutittheygoingtothinkweafterthem

andsheisgoingtoletthemknow

Thobani:Ayibambelapho

Me:CorrectNtwana

OkayPhindile.

Sakhile:Ungabakhohlisabonkekodwamina



Helaughsinmyear.

Sakhile:There'syouboringgirlfriendweemommy

Me:Awyinimanje

Sakhile:Aysukamommy

IseeThabisoandLindanionthefarendofthe

chisanyama.theylookatmethaneachotherand

crackinlaughter.

....

Theremovingofthegiftstarts.
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Phindile

Ifeellightheadedandmyvisionwasblurry.I

watchedthemfromafar,everyoneisjustenjoying

themselves.Myearsmakealoudbuzzthanstops.I

can'thearasinglethingsooniwon'tfeelmylegs

andiwon'tseeathing.Andileisnotpaying

attentiontome,wellhehasn'tsinceiarrived.

Mzwakheisalloverhisgirl,ithoughtnoshewas

goingtosendmetotheER.Butnosheisjustagirl

moneywashedher,anywayshelookshappythat's

allthatmattersright.

Iquicklyrushoutiwanttobeinmybedbefore

everythinghappens.Bythetimetheyrealize

everythingwouldhavegonebacktonormal.Itriedi

reallytriedwithnodirectionorknowledgeasto

whatiamdoing.Ican'ttakethehurtandseeinghim

everytimehegetshisfreakon.Mysanitymeansa

lottomethantobegoingthroughthis.

"Phindile"



Istop.

Vukani

Whereisshegoingwithoutme,howissheleaving

withoutme.Iamsodrunkandallicanthinkofis

smashingher,sheturnsaroundlookingconfused.

Me:Yinileengalapho(Whatisoverthere)

Phindile:Youcanseeme

Me:Akumelengikuboneyini(Aminotsupposedto

seeyou)

Shecovershermouth.

Me:Wathandaukukhalakangakamanjeyindab,



uyaphPhindileuyakulendodayakhoembi(Whyare

youcryingthismuch.WhereyougoingPhindile,

uyakulendodayakhoembi)

Phindile:Youloveme

Me:Ilovedyouthemomentisawyouanswermy

questionwhereareyougoing

Shehugsme.

Me:Stopcryingnowiwillusehimtostopyoufrom

crying,bythewayistilldon'tknowwhoisgoingto

cleanseme

Wekissandsomesparkignitesinmethatihave

neverfeltbefore.Igrabherassthanpickherup,

lookslikethepartyjuststartedandiknowwherei

parked.



Mzwakhe

Lindokuhlegrabsabeerbottleandgulpsthewhole

thingdownlikehislifedependsonit.IseeSindiswa

runningtowardsourtable,theymeateachother

halfwayandhug.Thatmustbesomethinggoodthe

tensionaroundsortofeased.Idon'tseePhindile

andidon'tseeVukani.

Cynthia:Youokay

Me:Iamokaywhatiswrong

Cynthia:Youlookabithurttheladywithherback

outtoplayisnothereandyoubeenstaringather

Me:Okayyourintuitionistellingyouexactlywhat

youthinking.Sheismyexgirlfriendrememberthat

picture,thatwaspostedandwefoughtaboutit



Cynthia:Iremember

Me:Thatwasherandwewasinarelationship

Cynthia:Soyoubroughtmeheretoembarrassedor

humiliated

Me:Noiwantedustohavefunipromiseijust

wantedtohavefunwithyou

Ipromiseicameheretohavefun,nottoworry

aboutPhindile.Ialsoknowshewon'tletthisgo.

Me:Iamcommittedtoyouokaymyheartwants

you.Iadmitibrokeherheartandshecankillme,

butyouhereandthat'sallthatmatters



Ihopeisoundconvincing.

Sakhile

Iputtheglassdownfinallyiamrelievedfrommy

punishment.Thetortureiexperiencedwasenough

tokillme,thankstoVukaniyohifhedidn'tloveher

itwouldhavebeenasuccess.Mzwakhewasthis

closetolosingitall.

Thobani:Youokay

Me:Iamfine

Ijustwanttogohomeandrest.

Voice:Itsnotoveryetwegotovertheworstpart

Whatican'thandleanothersetback.



Voice:Justbecauseitdidn'thappendoesn'tmean

weoutofthewoodsyet

IlookatMzwakheandCynthia,heishappylikea

kidwiththemostexpensivenobodycanafford

candy.OureyesmeethekissesCynthiaandgetsup.

Phindile

Hebreathesheavilynexttomyearthankissesmy

cheek.

Vukani:Ukahle..Nkosazane

Me:Mmm

Hechuckles.



Me:Waitwaitdon'ttakeitout

Wekissandheslowlypullsout,hemovesfrommy

lipstomyneckthansuckonmyboobs.Sliding

backinigasp.

Vukani:Asambesiyekhaya

Iwilltellyouallabouthisdingdonglater.

Vukani:Iamgoingtogograbthemandwegohome

okay

Inodhewalksawayafterafewminutes.Ifind

strengthtogetupandmovetothefrontseat,idon't

thinkthefourofthemaregoingtofitintheback.

Earlierhedroppedusoffandwenttogofetchhis

brothers.



"Vukaniwemustcomebackhereagain"

"Nowenevercomingbacknowgetinside"

"TheMrsshouldcomeatthebacksothereisno

collusion"

"No"

"Carson"

"Itsokayiwilltakeallofthem"

Iamalreadysleepinginthecar.
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Vukani



Ithoughtiwasdreamingbutthatsnotthecase.All

thatihavedreamedofandwaitedforhappenedi

amahappyhappyman.

Phindile:Ain'tyoujust

Ikissherandplacethetrayonherlap.

Phindile:Thankyou

Me:Tshelaminakekwenzakalanubuyaphizolo

Phindile:ReallyVukaniafteragreatnightof

humpingandgrinding

Me:Chankosazanengibekeesthombeni

Phindile:Ihaveaspiritualgiftrightandiwantedto



giveitbacktothefamilythatgaveittome

Me:Youwasn'tbornwithit

Phindile:Noitwasgiventomebyaroyalqueen.

Shefeltihadthebestcapabilitiesofacquiringher

gift,shetrustedmeandgavemeajob.Iam

supposedtoundothewrongsshedid

Me:Sowhywegivingitup

Phindile:Mzwakhe

Ichuckle.

Phindile:Althoughhedidn'tknowitwasme,hewas

stillsupposedtoshowmelove



Me:Whatdoesthegifthavetodowithhim

Phindile:Hisgreatgrandmothergaveittome

Me:Mzwakheisroyalty

Phindile:Imagine

Me:Okayevensonkosazanetheygaveyou,they

blessedyoubecausetherewasnootherpersonfor

thejob.Nomatterwhatobstaclesyoumayhave

endured,youweretheresaviorandtogiveit

becauseofhimisaslapintheface.Itcan'tbeyou

didn'tfeelaboutgivingitup

Phindile:Ididn'tcare,ididn'tminddying,ididn't

mindsacrificeeverythingihaveaccomplished



Me:Damnididn'tknowyouwereinlovewiththis

guy

Phindile:Neitherdidi

Me:Ifididn'tstopyouornoticeyouwereleaving

whatwasgoingtohappen

Phindile:Youwouldn'tknowwhoiam

Me:Thatwouldhavebeensadshuthnjeinkomo

emnandikanjebengekengiyazi

Wekiss.

Iputthetrayasideherbodyisalreadyquiveringto

mytouch.



CynthiaMthembu

Hebrusheshisd*ckaroundmyentrance,teasing

me.Iwaitinfrustration.

Me:Givemethed*ckplease

Ibegathismercy.Hepositionshisd*ckproperly

andslowlyslidesinmybreathhitches.Heliftsmy

legupandstartsmovinghehasbeenrelentlessall

night.Iamyettofindoutwhatisgoingonbetween

himandthatlady,butletmeenjoythis.

Hepicksuphispaceandlooksdownsomethingis

impressinghimdownthere.Hefucksmehard.

Me:Ohmy...Yesbaby

Hegoesharderandharderlosinghismind,my

boobsbouncingupanddownblowhismind.He



spreadmylegswider.

Me:Aahhhhfuckyes...Don'tstop

Sakhile

Lindokuhlehandsmeaglassofwater,idrinkup.

Me:Mmmthat'srefreshing

Lindo:Calmdownrelaxtheworstpartisover

Me:Whatwillhappennowican'tgothroughthat

againandwhatthehellwasthat

Lindo:Ifshegaveupthegiftwewouldhavetaken

yourlife



Me:Haasengifelaamacalaengawazimanje

Lindo:Youthinkthisisagameweheretobounce

hertoeveryguyoutthere.Wegoingtokeepmaking

sacrificesuntilthatmanuptherelearnsthehard

way

Me:Youmakinghimseemevil

Lindo:Youdon'tknowtheproblemswearefacing,

sheisbeingdelayedandthewholeprocessisgoing

totakeforever.Whatyouwentyouwentthrough

imagineifitwasanevilentityhmmya

Me:Isittoolatetogobackintime,wakeMambaup

andhavehimaccepthischildren

Imeanidon'twanttodieandicertainlydon'twant

tobeinnocurse.Mzwakheisapighedidthis,



becausehethoughtPhindilewouldbeoneofthose

girlsthatfightalosingbattle.Theone'sthatstayin

alovelessrelationship,shesawthroughhis

foolishnessandthat'swhyweinthismess.

Mzwakhe

IMzwakheneverknewicouldfeelthisway.Its

somethingdifferentfromtheordinary,thisiswhyi

amnolongerwithPhindile.Butsomethingis

worryingmethisgiftthing,whatifiwantherback

andineverknewsheexisted.

Cynthia:Pennyforyourthoughts

Ispankherassitwobbles,itsdifferentfrom

Phindile'sshehasafirmass.Whenyouspankhers

orgrabholdofit,youfeelwhatyougrabbing.

Me:AyluthomaMthembu



Cynthia:Ifeellikeyourfamilydoesn'tlikeme

Me:Theydon'tknowyou

Cynthia:Mmmso

Me:AymaMthembu

Shelaughs.Ihurtherthatbadforhertobesucking

faceswithVukani.Thatjailbirddoesn'tdeserveto

haveher,whatisshethinkingreallyicallThobani.

Me:YeahletsmeetangizujwayelauPhindilekanje

nalebhari

Helaughs.



Me:Stoplaughing

Ihungup.

Phindile

Shitthesebackshotsaresomethingelse.Iwas

shakingmyasslikemylifedependsonit,hekept

pressingmedown.

Me:Aaaaaah...Vukani

Iliftmybodyupandtitlemyheadwekiss,hisone

handgrabsmytitspinchingmynipple.Theother

goesdownandvigorouslyrubsonmyclit.Heholds

meinthatpositionandworkhismagicilosemy

selfinthemoment.

Myorgasmbuildsup.



Vukani:Idedelemommy

IletgoalloverhisblackMamba,hedoesn'tgiveme

timetocatchmybreath,hedoestheworkhimself.

Fuckthisfeelssogoodirubmyclitwhilehe

poundsmehard

Me:Aaah...Aaaah...Aaaaaaaaah
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Phindile

Ididn'twanttogetoffbed,Vukanicomesand

removestheduvetofme.

Me:Vukaniyinikodwa

Vukani:Gogetready



Me:Idon'twantto

Vukani:Haiboufunalamadloziakhoangibulale.

Ibhantintieliwuminalikuthathilekanjalonje,mase

beyaziphindiselakumina(Youwantyourancestors

tokillme.Ajailbirdlikemejusttook,andtheytake

revengeonme)

Ilaugh.

Me:Justalittlebit

Vukani:Ifyoudon'tgoiamgoingtocallallofthem

tocomeisthatwhatyouwant

Idon'tknowhowhedoesitiamalwaysscared

aroundhim,andhenevershoutsatme.Hetalks

likeanormalpersonandiwouldbescaredinmy



pants.

Igetupandheadtothebathroom.

Mzwakhe

LindokuhletellsusPhindileiscomingover.Ihave

beenwaitingforthismomenttojustlookherinthe

eye,andtellheriamsorry.

Me:Doesshehavetobehereidon'twantanyone

fighting

Lindo:She'syourgirlfriendright

Me:Kombeninjalophelanina

Thedooropensmyboyswalkinmyheartmelts.



Mvelo:Malume

Me:Comegivemeahug

Bothofthemhugme.

Me:Besenginikhumbuleyindabnithatheiskhathi

esidekangaka

Theyheadtokitchenifollowthem.

Mvelo:Weknowourcustodysituationbutitwas

justsofunspendingtimewithmom

Me:Mxolisi

Mj:Ionlydiditbecauseofhim



Itwilltakealifetimetohealhim,turnsouthis

motheractuallyknewabouttheabuseandsaid

nothing.

Me:Okaykodwaukahlewena

Mj:Ngiyaphilamalume

Malumeokaywhathaveidonenowoh.

Me:Mjiamsorrymaniforgot

Iwassupposedtocometohisschoolgigandi

forgot.Shityounotallowedtomakemistakeswith

Mj,hewillneverforgiveyou.

Phindile



Wearriveatmydestinationmynervesshoot.Istare

longandhardatthegate,whyamiherereally

seeinghimwillbringnothingbutpainandmisery.

ThelittlegateopensLindokuhlestepsout,he

comestothecar.

Heopensthedoor.

Me:Idon'twanttodothis

Lindo:Iknowbuttheyhavetoknowandyouhave

tobestrongtofight

IlookatVukaniandheisstartingoutthewindow,i

stepoutofthecar.

Vukani:Ngikulindenoma



Me:Please

Vukani:Okaynkosazane

Lindoandiwalkinside.

Mzwakhe

Everythingwastensethequeenwasentertaining

andmybodywasinamood,topinherdownand

sexualintercourseherass.

Me:Mama

Phindile:Hi

Shesitsdown.



Me:Khonaengakutholelakonainyama

Nowweknowwhysheatealotofmeatandnotget

sick.

Phindile:Iwouldn'tmindsomemeat

Shesaysthatinalowsexytone,iraisemyeyebrow.

ShelooksatCynthiaiflookscouldkillmybaby

wouldbedead.

Thabiso:Ngobausivakashelankosazane

usiphatheleni

Phindile:TheBhengucurseihopeallofyouwill

haveabetterunderstandingofwhatisgoingonand

what'sabouttohappen.Pleasecallyourbrothersi

needallfamilymemberspresent



IcallSbusiso.

Ntando:Youlookbeautiful

Phindile:Thankyou

Sbu:Wakhe

Me:Wozaekhayamanje

IhungupandcallNhlakanipho.

Nhlaka:Nanguumuntuefunaukungixoshisa

emsebenziniyini

Me:Canyoucomeitsanemergency



Nhlaka:Can'ticomeafterwork

Me:Canhecomeafterwork

Phindile:Yes

Me:YeahitsimportantyoucomeNhlakanipho

Ihungup.

Vukani

Ithoughtaboutstayingbutthatwouldhavebeena

mission.Whensheisreadyformetofetch,iwill

gladlycome.

Me:Yeahwhyisthereacarfollowingme



Thiscarbeenfollowingme,everywhereiturnits

there.Ipulluponthesideoftheroad...Itdrives

passmeican'tseeitsnumberplate.Amanentersi

pullmygun.

Him:Easygangster

Me:Whothefuckareyou

Him:Thapelo

Me:What

Somethingattacksmefromtheback,downigo.
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Phindile

Me:Ngokomthethobekufaneleengabengisholento,



wonkeumuntuesetholeamakhosikaziakhe

akhethiwe.Kodwangobaizintoazihambanga

ngendlelamelenginitshelemanje.Kudalaukhokho

wenuwayetholakalaenemandlaukudlulaumunt

ayisphiwo,wayekwaziukwenzaizinto

ezimangazayo.Ekwazinokuzilawulaazisebenzise

ngendlelaefanele.(Iwassupposedtosaythis

wheneachofyouhasgottenyourchosenwives.

Butbecausethingsdidn'tgothewaytheywere

supposedto,ihavetotellyounow.Longtimeago

yourgreatgrandmotherhadgreatpowers,shedid

theunthinkablecontrolledthingsandknewhowto

doitinaproperway)

KwasekwaqhamukainsizwaababeyibizauMamba,

ugogowayesethathekileiyona.Bagcinebathole

izinganeezimbiliamawele,intombazanenomfana.

Intombazaneyazalaumfanaubabawenu,umfana

akaziwaukuthukephi.uMambaloakabafunanga

labantwanayaqalalaphoukonakalaindaba.(Than

camealongthismantheycalledhimMamba,gogo

wastakenbythismantheyhadkidstogether.



Twinsaboyandagirl,thegirlbirthedaboyyour

father.TheboyisnowheretofoundMambadidn't

wantthesekidsandthatswhereeverythingtooka

turnfortheworst)

Lensizwaleyamulimazakakhuluinhliziyougogo,

wathukaugogokanjanumuntuamuthandakanje

amphathisekwadoti.Wayekwazinokulawula

izilwane,ayezithandakakhuluzimbiliinyoka

nengweemabalabala.Wahlangananenyanga

thizeniyashintshainhliziyokagogoyabayimbi

yagcwalaintukuthelo(Thismanbrokeherheartina

waygogocouldn'tbelieveit.Amanshelovedso

muchcouldtreatherlikedirt,sheknewhowto

controlanimalsherfavoritetwoanimalswerethe

snakeandaleopard.Shemetsomecrookedhealer

itchangedherheartandfilleditwithanger)

InyangayasiqalaukumfundisaimkhubaKwase

kuqhamukelezilwaneazenzazabaningi.Inhliziyo

yaqhubekayabayimbiwaqalekisauMambawaba



igamalakha,wathiuyokhululwamhlazanezonke

izilwanezinqotshiwe.Waqhubekawathiyonke

imbewuyakwaBhengukanyenabafazibayo

ayizukutholaukuthula.(Thishealerstartedteaching

herbad,evilthings.Thancamealongthecreatures

shecreatedlotsofthem,herheartcontinuedbeing

evilshecursedthemanshelovedintoasnake.The

onlywaytoliftthecurseofiswhenallofthese

creaturesaredefeated,shewentoncursingthe

Bhenguseedwiththeirwives.Thatnoneofthem

shallfindpeace)

Olwethu:YoumeantosayasoldasThabisois,he

willcheatonme

Me:NgiyezalaphomamBhengu...Kuzozonkeizinto

azenzawatholaindlelayokulungisaumonakalo

wakhe.Izintoeziningiwazifihlakuninanonke

bafanakonkeakwenzakulelekunina,wayesethi

ngobaimvelaphiyenueyasebukhosini.Kudingeka

inkosazaneezokwaziukumelananalento(Iam



comingtothatMrsBhengu.Througheverythingshe

did,shefoundawaytofixhermess.Allofitis

embeddedinyouboys,becauseyourbloodisoff

royaltyaqueenwasneededtofacethiscurse)

IthingenzeisboneleNonhlewayengasiwoumfazi

okhethiwa.KodwangobanakhuinhliziyokaAyanda

yaveleyamthanda,amadloziakwaBhengu

nawakwasibiyaahlalaphansiakhuluma.

Ngokwabosenishadilengokomoyanangamadlozi

angazinomaniyayizwayinilentoengiyishoyo(let

memakeanexample.Nonhlewasneverthechosen

wife,butbecauseshehadalreadystolenAyanda's

heart.TheBhenguandSibiyaancestorssatdown

andhadthetalk,tothemyallarealreadymarriedin

spiritandwiththeancestors.Idon'tknowifyouare

understandingwhatiamsaying)

Nonhle:Soyouheretotakeallofthataway

Mzwakhe:Nonhle



Me:Thedecisionwasyourstomakewhetheryou

wantedtobewithhimornot

Nonhle:Butyouwerewillingtosacrificeitforwhat

forwho,whyPhindilewhy

Thabiso:MaSibiyamengabeuzohluleka

ukuzibambacelausidedeleimpilozethu

zisencupheni

Mzwakhe:Okayithinkwejustbreakawayandthan

comeback

Me:Noihavetofinishtellingyouguysaboutthis

Mzwakhe:Iwasn'taskingyou



Me:Neitherwasi

Lindo:Everyoneletsletherfinishnkosazanecalm

down

Thabiso:Whydoyousayamakhosikazilikemany

Me:AsibuyelekumaSibiyaisinqumosasikuyena

ukuthuyafunaukubanaye,nanokuth

uzothembakalayini.Yasivelalaphoindaba

yokuhlukumezaabafazi,ukugwemaukuth

ningabalimazikakhulungakushintshaokungenani

nithatheumfaziwesibili.Kodwafuthukuth

niqalekisiwe,akuninikiivumelokulalananoma

uwubanikephaangihlangenenalokhoanginendaba

ukuthubaniofebayo(letsgobacktoNonhlethe

decisionwasherstomake,whethershewantsto

bewithAyandaornot.Thatiswheretheitwas

shownthatyouguysweremeanttomistreatyour

spouses.Ichangedthatratheryouguystakea

secondwife,howeverthatdoesn'tgiveyoutheright



tocheatorsleepwithjustanybodybecauseyouare

cursed.Idon'tcarethough,that'snotmybusiness

whetheryouwhorearound)

SesizakuMambamanjeukuzeamandlaami

aphelelengokufanele.Kudingekangihlanganiswe

negazilakwaBhengu,oyedwawenuunento

engiyidingaukuzengikwaziukulungisalomonakalo.

Kephaakusenzekangakanjalo.(Withregardsto

Mambaformypowerstobeabletowork.Ineeded

tobeinsyncwiththeBhengublood,oneofyouhas

whatineedunfortunatelythingsdidn'thappenthat

way)

Theysigh.

Me:Mzwakheyousleepingaroundwasgoingto

happen,regardlessofwhetheriamboringornot.

Itssomethingicannotstopnorcanyouuntilevery

creatureisgone,nowidon'tcaretoknowwhatis

happeninginyourguy'slife.Butidobecauseihave



tomakesureyouareprotectedatalltimesfrom

thesecreatures.Howcanidothatwhenthingsare

likethis

Mzwakhe:Surelywecanworksomethingout

Me:Wellthatshiphassailedalongtimeago,idon't

wanttodothat.Idon'twanttohelpiwanttoforgeti

evermetyou.Idon'twanttoexperiencethetorture

everydayofseeingyousleepingwithsomeone.I

can'tevenbreathebutican'trightipromisedgogo

andipromisedmyself,thatihavetodoit

Igetup.

Me:OkunyenokunyesenizobuzauLindokuhleno

Sindiswa.CelaningibizelauLindaninoThobani.I

amsorrywedidn'tworkout,iamsorryiwasboring



Iblinkthetearsaway.

Me:Ithoughtyouhadacceptedmeflawsandall.

Nonhleiamsorryfortryingtobreakyourheart,you

havebeennothingbutgoodtoandyoudidn't

deservethat

Thobani:Mommy

Me:Comeletsgo

Weheadouttothepool.

Me:Pleasetakeyourclothesoff

Linda:Asiboneukuthubaniuphetheni

Thobani:Everythingwithyouisajoke



Linda:Duh

Me:Pleasetakeeverythingoff

Heturnsaroundandtheylaugh,iampartiallyblind

thatmeanstheytakenoftheirunderwear.

Me:Goinsidepleasedon'tbeafraidaccept

whateveryouseeandyouwillcomeback

IhopetheydoSakhilewasadisasterbutquickly

gotoverit.Theycomebackoutthatwasfast,

Thobanihadthebirthmarkonthewholeofhisback.

Lindanionhisthigh.

Me:Thankyou



Iheadbackinsidewhiletheydressup.Igrabmy

thingsandleave.

Mzwakhe:Phindilewaitdon'tgo

Me:GoodbyeMzwakhe

James:Getinnkosazaneiwilltakeyou

Igetinthecarwithoutlookingbackithinkeveryone

hasaclearvisionaswhattoisgoingon.

PhakamaniboBhenguinkosazaneisifikile.
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Thapelo(King)Bhengu

Dammthismanisheavywedrophimonthefloor.



Nqobi:Doyoureallythinkthisisagoodidea

Me:Ihaveneverbeenquestionedinmylifeandi

amnotabouttostartnow

Nqobi:WedealingwithMambahereandheisnota

verytrustworthyperson,sincehewasahuman

Ilovemybrotherigetalongwithhimthemost,but

rightnowhewasannoyingme.

Me:Nqobivalaumlomowakhoandhelpmepick

himupyouhoe

Welaugh.

Me:Mzwakhemanisacharacter



Nqobi:Akanendabanempiloloya

Weplacehimonthecouchandleavehiswhatthe

hellisthisonthetable.

Nqobi:ReallythoughThapeloweknownothing

aboutthisworld

Me:Thatswhyiamheretoconquerit

Nqobi:Weheretohelpher

Me:OhNqobistopit..Stopitwhydoyoucare,she

wantstogiveitanyways

Nqobi:Bhenguomuhle



IneedthisVukaniofapersontodisappear,iam

goingtorileMzwakheupsomuchthathetakeshim

out.Nkosazanemyfootifanythingishouldbe

Mamba,noiamgoodwithmyeishican'ttellyou

thatyet.

Mzwakhe

Ifeltpaininmyheartthatihaveneverfeltbefore.

Thewayshewasspeaking,shespeakslikethator

apologizesthiswholethingwasjustscaringme.

Sakhile:IngakhoninjeumkhuluMambawayeyisoka

(NowonderyouguysarelikethisgrandpaMamba

wasawomanizer)

Theylaugh.

Cynthia:Alcoholinthemorning



Me:Itsfiveoclocksomewhere

Thobani:Comeonnow

Nonhle:Wouldyouliketopreparesomething

SheaskslookingatCynthia.

Cynthia:Idon'twanttoimpose

Me:Itsyourhouseaswellyoucandowhateveryou

wanttodo

Ipourmyselfanotherglass.

Cynthia:Ididn'tthinkyallwantedmeto



Me:Ayfuseggowaneduzekwami

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:OngiyekaThabiso(leavemealoneThabiso)

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Lindokuhledowefallunderthecurse

Lindo:Unfortunately

Sakhile:Tellhimwhatwouldhavehappened

Lindo:YourlifeforPhindile's

Ilookathim.



Sakhile:IwasgoingtodieMzwakheyouheardthat

Me:Shutupokaydoyouseemedoinganythingor

amipeacefullydrinking

Sakhile:Iamlettingyouknowdonotmessthisup

againwhoknowswhomightbesacrificednext

Lindo:ThobaniandLindani

Linda:Iniudakwe

Hemanagestomakemelaugh.

Phindile

IarriveatVukani'shousewhydidtheyleavethe

dooropen.Igetinsideandthereismonkeysinside,



ilookatthemtheyputwhatevertheyhaveonthe

floorandrunoutmakingnoise.

Me:Vukani

Hewakesupgroaningwhileicleanthismess.

Vukani:Nkosazaneuweloyo

Me:Yebo

Vukani:Fuckhowdidigethere,whendidyouarrive

Me:Doyourememberwhathappened

Vukani:Kunemotoebingilandelangamaeceleniko

mgwaqoangaziemvakwalokhokwenzeken



Me:Wowayshutububhlabaokwangempela,buka

kadesekukhonanezinkawu

Vukani:Nxilabodotimelengithengeumuziomusha..

Hmmwozalana

Hepullsmetohischestwekisswithhimholding

thebackofhishead,hepicksmeupiwrapmylegs

aroundhiswaistandarmsaroundhisneck.

Hethrowsmeonthebed..Hepullsmydressup

andgoesdownonhisknees,heslidesmypanty

asideandflickershistongueonmyclit.

Me:Ohhhh...Vukani

Heinsertshismiddlefingerinandslowlyfingers

me,whilestimulatingmyclitwithhiswarmtongue.



Me:Aaaah

Hecomesupandkissesmeipullmydressdress

downexposingmytits,hepinchesmynipples.He

increasehispacevigorouslyfingerf*cksme.

Me:Vukani

Mzwakhe

Iretiredtomyroomicouldn'tstandthem.Ijust

wantedtobealone,thedooropensandcloses.

Whoeveritisbetternotannoyme.

Me:Pleasedon'tboreme

"Ngizokubhekaskhulu"



Iturnaroundandlayonhischest.

Sakhile:Really

Helaughs.

Me:Didyouseeher

Sakhile:Isawherbro

Me:Nxiwhatkindofnonsensewasshesaying.She

shouldhavefoughtformeandkilledbloodydamn

Cynthia

Sakhile:Youcrazyyouknowthat

Me:Sheissleepingwiththatjailbirdwhoknows,

whatkindofdiseasesheisinfectingherwith.She



isourqueennobodyshouldtouchherexceptforme

Sakhile:HaiboMzwakhe

Me:Ilostherbroilosthershouldhaveseenher

eyes,theyweresocold.Phindilehadasparknyana

whenshesawme,nowican'tevenimaginewhat

shethinksofme

Sakhile:Thanwhyyounotgettingherback

Me:Iwillijustneedtosortoutafewthings

Sakhile:Wellyouhavemyblessingsifyouwishto

takehimout.Heisathreattousinwayswenever

thoughthewould

Me:WhatshouldwedotoCarsonhowamigoingto



cleanmymoneynow

Sakhile:Wewillfigureouttogetherlikewealways

do

Me:Justholdmelikethis

Iamnotcoping.

Vukani

Me:ThankyouTeyana

ShebroughtoverabasketforPhindilethathas

somelovelytreats.Ileftitinthekitchenandcame

tomystudy.Ineedtobeinmyzenmode

somethingistryingtogetariseoutofme,guess

whatihaverisen.



Me:WhyyouinmyhouseMelusi

Melusi:Youactuallydatingthatgirl

Me:MelusiMhlongoyouknowshedoesn'tlikeyou,

whatareyoudoinginmyhouse

Melusi:Igotleadsonwhoisfollowingyou

Ilookathim.

Melusi:Theravens
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Mzwakhe

Nonhleandiwerehavingaoneonone.Dowehave

tolikeiknowwherethisisgoing,butshe'smy

brothersgirlfriendandihavetorespecther.



Nonhle:Soiamthinkingabouthavingalittlegirls

thingoveratmyhouse.IwanttogivePhindileher

keys

Shesighs.

Nonhle:Iaminvitingyourgirleventhoughi

shouldn't.MyloyaltyiswithPhindileand

Me:Yenalokadefisaubudlwelanebakhono

Ayandabuphele(ThesamePhindilewhowanted

yourrelationshipwithAyandatoend)

Nonhle:EjJoeungangifakikwintoeyenzeke

phakathikwakhonoPhindile.Infactidon'teven

likeyourgirlfriendoutofrespectiamdoing,

whetheryouapproveornotidon'tcare



Me:Nonhlepleaseleavemealone

Nonhle:Withpleasure

Idrinkmywhiskey.

Thabiso:Sakhilewhyain'tyousayinganything

everydayheiswakingupwithalcohol

Sakhile:Thabisouzokhala

Ipullmyphoneoutithinkaboutcallingherbutthan

shemightkillmethroughthephone,ilaugh.

Vukani

Todaywasastruggleforhertogetup,she

complainedaboutaheadacheandnotfeelingher

legs.Itriedbymassageherithelpedalittlebit,buti



cantellsheisinpain.

Me:Tellmewhatishoulddoandiwoulddoit

Phindile:Idon'twantyougoingthroughthat

Me:Nkosazane

Thedoorbellringsigetupandattendtoit.

Him:Yououtandyoudon'tevencallme

Me:Myman

Him:Noiamnotyourman

Hesayswalkinginside.



Me:Awmpintshi

Him:Youdon'tcallme

Me:Okaykeepitdown

Him:Keep

Phindile:Hello...Ican'twhydoyouwanttoseeme

okayiwon'tstay,iwillhearwhatyouhavetosay

bye

Helooksatme.Shegetsupbutfallsbacktothe

couch.

Me:Doweneedtogotothehospital



Phindile:No

Me:Phindilemanjemaseunqabayonkintongenze

njanminangihlalengikubuke

Phindile:Uzovumayiningiyohlalalaphayakukhona

uMzwakhenabobonke.Ngobaphelaiyonanto

abayifunayo

Me:Holdon...TTgirlineedtotalktoyoucanyou

comeoverokaythankyou..What

Him:Mzwakhe

Me:Awumekancane

Mzwakhe

Ijustwanttodrinkinpeaceisthattomuchtoask



for,cantheynotseeiwanttobealoneidon'twant

tobebugged.Theonlypersonihavetimeforis

Cynthiaandmytwochildren.

Me:Lindokuhleyini

Lindo:Sispneedstocomeover

Me:Okaysoyoudon'tneedtotellmethat

Lindo:Uzodingaindawoyokulala

Me:There'smanyroomsinthishouseawhole

mansionandyoucan'tfindaroomforhertosleep

Lindo:Issheallowedtocomenotthatineedyour

permissionoranything



Me:Thanwhyyouaskingme

Lindo:Okaybabepleasehelpmecleanthatroom

Sindi:Sheisgoingtoneedonethatsoutside

Lindo:Forthetimebeingwewillpreparethatone,

weneedtoregularlykeepthepoolcleanalso

Sindi:Gotit

Me:AwuweMzwakhe

Isayyawning.

Vukani

Teyanaagreedtoaccompanyherandstaywithher



forafewdays,shewashelpingherpack.Vusiandi

wereoutsidehavingalittlechat.

Vusi:Youbelievethat

Me:Imeaniwasdrivinghiscar

Vusi:Thatfamilyiscunningtheythinktheytheshit

Me:Theyworsenowtheybiggerandbetter

Vusi:Mxm..Sowhoisthatbabe

Me:Mzwakhe'sexgirlfriend

Welaugh.



Vusi:VukaniMhlongohee

Me:Yeahitisgoingtobeverytrickyandhard

becausesheissortofspiritualandcanseealmost

everything.Ihadtomakemyselfinvincibleandfool

theancestors

Vusi:Man

Me:Igavethematasteofwhoiamnowineedto

finishthem

Vusi:Mommyyena

Me:Ihaveotherplansforthatonewon'tplayallmy

cards

Helaughs.



"Hereiwasthinkingnoilostmybrother"

Vusi:Youforeveracrybabylikeyouowed

something

Melusi:Wellitsgoodtoknowmanideserveadrink

Thapelo

Sneakythingdoeshehaveanyideawhathegotten

himselfinto,nowmorethaneverhehastodie.

Messingaroundwithacreaturewowwhowould

havethunk.

Me:Shameshedeservesbetterthanthiseveryguy

isjustplayingher

Welaugh.



Nqobi:Isitbecausetheynottogetherandsheis

actuallybeingpunished

Me:Couldbegogowilldoanythingjustabout

anythingnottolosethatgirl.Ifshecanmanipulate

peoplearoundherwhoknowswhatshecandoto

Mzwakhe

Nqobi:You

Me:Gogolovesmeplease

OkayVukaniletsdance.

Nqobi:Wenotsparinghim

Me:Heconsultedandunfortunatelyhehastodie,



youknowtheyreallythinkthisisajoke.Theyhave

noideawhatisgoingon

Nqobi:Andthequeenofcreaturesrightwiththem

Me:Pearlshe'snotdumbshecanseesomethingis

wrongandwhenshestrikes

Nqobi:Youenjoyingthis

Me:Iwillfightthesecreaturesonetimetheyno

matchforme

Mzwakhe

She'sfinallyherewithsomeoneelsewhoisthisand

whyissheinmyhouse.Iwalkoutandlockthe

doors,imeetthemhalfway.



Phindile:Pleasewenotheretofight

Me:She'snotcominginmyhousesoisuggestyou

putherbackorbothofyallgetthefuckout

Phindile:Whyareyoubeinglikethis

Me:Idon'tcaresheisnotenteringmyhousefinish

Phindile:Teyanaitsokay

Teyana:Yousure

Phindile:Positive

Teyana:Okaytextmeifthere'sanyproblemmy

brother



Phindile:Iknowhewillcomeflyinginthankyou

though

Idragherinsidethehouseshe'snotgoingto

disrespectmelikethat.

Vukani

Ican'tbelievehowmuchimissedthisguy,my

phonerings.

Me:Yeah

Teyana:Itwentexactlylikeyousaiditwouldhe

didn'tletusin

Me:Thankyousis



Teyana:Anytime

Vusi:Sothatphoneistrapped

Me:Assoonassheentersiwillhaveinstantaccess

toeverythingoftheirs

Vusi:Didyoustealfromthem

Me:Youthinkwewouldworkwiththemandnot

knowathingortwo

Vusi:HowisThabisothatmaggotiamsurehehas

abiggutbynow

Me:ThabisoisstilltheDonitsjustthathelethis

crazybrothertakeover



Vusi:StillwithOlwethu

Me:StillwithOlwethu

Vusi:Dotheyhavekids

Me:Oneivezandlebe(illegitimate)shedon'tknow

Vusi:Nobringsomepopcorn,meatandalcohol.

Thismovieisgoodhowdoknowsomuchfreshout

ofjail

Ilaugh.
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Phindile

IbeencallingVukaniandhisphonegoesstraightto

voicemail.ThatsafirstVukani'sphoneisneveroff,



andthatfriendwhovisitedhim.Myinstinctsstart

kickinginandiwanttoknowmoreabouthim.

Mzwakheisdrinkingsoearlyinthemorning.Istill

lovehimjustthathehurtmesomuch,anddoesn't

evencare.IsqueezemyselfintoThabisoandsiton

hislaptheylaugh.

Olwethu:Yohcishemmm

Thabiso:Mommywenzan

Ishowhimapicturehelooksatitthanme,thanthe

pictureagain.

Thabiso:Well

Iputmyfingeronhislip.



Me:Youmindjustgivingmeabriefsomething

aboutthis

Lindokuhletakesmyphoneandlookatthepicture.

Lindo(Sfiso):"Nihambaniqomalonkeulwabhishi

lolu"

Me:Ohshutup

Lindo(Sfiso):"Mommyyaziminaangikaze

ngihlanganenalenkingaleziyingane.

Ngangibathandakabiabafazibami"(Ineverhad

thistypeofproblemsbefore.Ilovedbothofmy

partners)

Olwethu:Okaythat'senoughnow



Me:Ohiamsorry

IgetoffThabisoandheadbacktomyroom.

Vukani

Ican'tanswerthephonebecauseitwilltriggertheir

securitysystemandican'triskthat.Whenshe

comesbackiwon'tbearound.

Vusi:Thisisahugerock

Me:Iamgoingtoknockthemoffthepark

Vusi:Okayholdondoyoulovethisgirlor

Me:Idon'tknowalliknowisthatsheisthekeyin

gettingin



Vusi:BecarefulnowVukaniyoudon'twanttobit

offmorethanyoucanchew

Me:Heywedeservehalfofeverythingtheyownif

notmore.Whydidyoufakeyourowndeathifyou

weregoingtobescarednow

Vusi:Wowjailbird

Me:Youmakingmeangry

Vusi:ManjeuyaphiVukani

Helaughs.

Phindile

Thedooropensilookup.Hehasthebottleof



whiskeyunderneathhisarm,aglassontheother

handhelocksthedoor.Mzwakhelikesstirringup

thepot,hejumpsonthebed.

Mzwakhe:SujolanoVukanimanje(Youdating

Vukaninow

Me:Yes

Mzwakhe:Ngathengakuphulainhliziyongoba

angaziwenzan(Ihopehebreaksyourheart

becauseidon'tknowwhatyoudoing)

Me:Ngiyabongangokungithemba(Thankyoufor

thevoteofconfidence

Hisphoneringshesmilesandanswers.



Mzwakhe:Heymylovenoiamaroundthehouse

okayiamcoming

Me:Whatisthepointofbreakingupifyougoingto

bedoing

Mzwakhe:Ngizokukhombisanamhlanjeuzobona

Me:Mzwakhestopit

Mzwakhe:Lastnightyouhadnoproblem

Me:Wellthanwaslastnightnowgetoffme...

Mzwakhegetoffme..Stopitokaystopit

Hegetsofme.

Me:Pleaseleave



Iopenthedooritslocked.

Mzwakhe:Iain'tgoingnowheresoitsyourdecision.

Weeitherstayheretilltheendoftimeorwequickly

dothisandwell,youknowiain'tquick

Me:Wellquickonthis

Hisbreathgetssuckedouthetriestoactstrongfor

acoupleofseconds,andikeepmyeyesfocusedon

him.Hecan'tbreatheheishyperventilatingiletgo

ofhim,hegasp.

Nonhle

Ayandascoldedmeforthefirsttimeididn'tdo

anything.IamcaughtinthemiddlebothPhindile

andMzwakhewillbelookingforloyalty,whatami

supposedtodo.



Olwethu:Nonhleyousureyoutoldher

Me:SheissmashingMzwakhe

Olwethu:What

Sindi:Evenablindpersoncanseethat

Olwethu:Buttheybrokeup

MzwakheandPhindileneverreallybreakup,itsjust

thatshedisappearedfortwoyears.Thereis

certainlynolovelostthere,prideisintheway.One

personwantstheothertofight,theothercansee

whattheotheristryingtodoandnotbuyingit.

Olwethu:Mzwakhethatchildican'twithhim



Me:Wecanrelaxshewillcome

Olwethu:Thisplacelooksgood

Ilovewhattheydid,theyaddedmoreofficesandi

thinktheyboughtextrawhichisgreat.

Me:Ilovethatthereismoreofficespace.Everyone

hastheirprivateofficenow,weneedtobringback

thebusiness

Olwethu:Speakingofbusinessineedyourhelpbut

wegoingtotalkathome

Me:Okay

Sindi:Youknownowyoutheladyotherladiesneed



toimpress

Ilaugh.

Me:Thatsridiculous

Sindi:Olwethuandihavekepttheboatafloatnow

itstimeforyoutosail

Me:Izonazintoeziqhathaabantunowigottalike

thisgirlay

Sindi:Idon'tlikeher

Olwethu:Sindiswa

Welaugh.



Phindile

Iwantedtogoiwasfeelingbetternow.

Mzwakhe:Wantmetotakeyoutoyourboyfriends

Me:Iwantyoutoleavemealone

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Mamelanehhlukananalomfana

Me:AreyougoingtobreakupwithCynthia

Mzwakhe:Mamadon'ttestme...Breakupwiththis

boyorelseiamgoingtomakeyourlifealivinghell



Me:Areyoukiddingmerightnow

Mzwakhe:NgizokubulalaPhindilemasengiqedile

ngibulalelenja.Ngizamengizokubonisaamabele

enyokayakho(IwillkillyouPhindileandwheniam

doneiwillkillhim,tryme)

ItextNonhle,igrabmythingsandleave.

Vukani

Thiswasasurpriseandididn'texpectit,ithought

shewouldbebacktomorrow.Vusieyesme.

Me:Ithoughtyoucomingbacktomorroworthe

nextday

Phindile:Iseverythingcomplete



Me:Sorry

Phindile:Whateverthingyouneededtodowiththis

phoneisitdone

Iscratchmyhead.

Phindile:Youcouldhaveeasilydonethatwithout

usingme.Iamnotatoythatallofyoucanplaywith

Sheshovesthephoneonmychest.

Phindile:Wedone

Me:Phindile..Phindilewait

Iamstuckandican'tmovemylegs.



Me:Phindile
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Nonhle

Olwethucameintomyroomiwonderwhatshe

wants.

Me:Andthanwenaufunanila

Olwethu:Excuseyou

Shelaughs.

Olwethu:HelpmeThabiso'sbirthdayiscomingup

andidon'tknowwhattodo



Me:Haiboawaziukuthindodayakhouzoyenzelani

Olwethu:Yes

Ilaugh.

Me:Wow

Ayanda:Yoyazicishengaphumanginqunu(I

almostwalkedoutnaked)

Olwethu:Thankgoodnessyoudidn't

Me:OkayMrsBhenguletsseewhaticandoforyou

Iamreadytogobacktowork.



Phindile

Iwenttoworktodayihaven'tsetfootheresinceit

wasdestroyed.Ilovewhattheydidwiththeplace

moreofficespace,theyactuallyopenedupthe

space.Thereismorespaceformyequipment,i

needtogettheballrollingonthisone.

IcallSamkeloiwonderwhatisthestatusofour

relationship.

Samkelo:Webackinthegame

Me:Doyoustillwanttoworkwithme

Samkelo:Heywhatever'sgoingongotnothingtodo

withourworkingrelationship

Me:Iamgladwehadthistalk



Helaughs.

Samkelo:Seeyoutomorrowiwilllettheother

peepsknow

Me:Iwouldappreciatethatthankyou

Ihungup.IlookforLindokuhle'snumberonthenet

andcallhim.

Lindo:LindokuhleBhengulonashiyaumlayezo

Me:Dammitpickupyourphone

Heprobablyignoringitbecauseitsalandlime

number,icallhimagain.



Lindo:Bhengusawubona

Me:Mrlawyerbae

Lindo:Mommyuwenaloongifonelayo

Me:Duhanginayophelaifoni

Lindo:Sorryithoughtitwassomeoneelsewhat

canidoforyou

Me:IneedhelpwithITineedmymyworkpagesup

andmywebsiterunning,canyoudoitforme

Lindo:Okaymommyiwillsendsomeonetofixitfor

you

Me:Bye



Afterworkimustgobuyanewphone.

Nonhle

Ilovepartyplanningifoundcomfortinjust

engulfingmyselfintohecticwork,that'showiwas

abletothegetthroughthepainandabuseof

Samkeloandhisfamily.

Me:Okayheismoreofacigarexpensivewhiskey,

scotch,cognac

Olwethu:Thatsdefinitelymyhusbandhehidesit

verywell

Me:Soiamthinkingoutsidethepool,wecancover

it.Oldschoolretrovibe



Olwethu:Ilikethatalotareyougoingtoask

Phindile

Me:Wegoodatwhatwedoandyourhusband

deservesthebest

Olwethu:OhGodihavetokeepthisasurprise

"Olwethu"

"MaShengeuphikantilomfazi"

Olwethu:Waithewillgoaway

Thedoorbangswelaugh.

Olwethu:Ohwellitwasgoodwhileitlasted



Thewebsiteautomaticallyshowsuplookslikeiam

goingtoworksoon.Mzwakhebetternottrymeiwill

puthiminhisplace,ifihaveto.

Phindile

Thetelephonerings.

Me:Qeventssawubona

Caller:CanispeaktoaPhindileg

Me:Speaking

Caller:MynameisAphiwecanyoudomywedding

Ismile.



Me:Youcometotherightplacewhatcanidofor

you

Aphiwe:Somethingamazingandbreathtaking

Me:Okaydetailsquick.Venue,location,guest,when,

time

Aphiwe:CapeTown

Ilaughontheinside.

Aphiwe:Twoweeksfromnowiknowifanyonecan

doit,itsyou.TheSmithswouldn'tlietomethat

weddingwasohmyandiknowitsshortnotice

Me:Okaycanyoupleasejustemailmeadetailed



versionofwhatandiwillhookyouup

Aphiwe:Alrightthankyousomuchgoodday

Me:CapeTownwowokay..Comein

"Nkosazane"

Mzwakhe

Istoppeddrinkingineededmymindtocalmdown,

beforeididsomethingstupidwithoutcarefully

thinkingaboutit.Iamsobernowandtheonething

onmymindgettingridoftheroaches.

Thabiso:Awizinjamadoda

Me:BenikhulumangannoPhindile



Thabiso:Ifshewantedyoutoknowshewouldhave

toldyou

Igrabmyphoneandcallherthealarmgoesoff.

Me:Whatthehell

Ihungupandcallheragain.

Me:Iknowthisb*tchain'ttryingmesenzotalkto

mewhatisgoingon

Senzo:"Somebodyistryingtogainaccessintothe

mainframe"

Me:Findthathoeandbringherherenow..Thobani

Phindile



Vukani:Nkosazanengiyaxolisa

Me:Icansaveyoufromthedarkshadowyou

consultedbutican'tprotectyoufromMzwakhe

Vukani:Youreallygoingtodothisrightnow

Me:Ialsodidn'tknowyouwasusingme

Vukani:Okaymaybeishouldn'thavedonethat,but

thatfamilyhasputmethroughsomuch.Ideserve

halfofeverythingtheyown

Me:Ithinkyoushouldgo

Me:Minangingenaphithatsyourproblemwith

them



Heplacesasmallboxbeforeme.

Vukani:Ifwehavetogotowarletthegamesbegin

Heleavesiopentheboxanditsaring.
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Phindile

Iamnotgoingtodowhattheseancestorswantme

todo.Ifihavetodateathousandguysfor

Mzwakhetogethistogether,thanathousandguys

iswhatiamgoingtodate.Ireceivedaemailfrom

AphiweandMrsbhengu,whatiswrongwiththese

people.

Me:Comein..Samkelo

Samkelo:Bosslady



Heisnotbyhimselftheysitdown.

Me:Whoyouwith

Samkelo:MybrotherAndilehesaysitstakea

siblingtoworkday

Me:OkayhiAndile

Heignoresmeilookathim.

Me:Mxmohakulonaphelaiphuthalamiwasala

ngemuva

Hechuckles.



Me:Okaywegotaweddingandaparty,imagine

capeTown

Samkelo:Senzaimaliphelalapho

Me:Exactlyiknowwhatiwanttodowiththeparty

wecanhaveameeting

Samkelo:Wehaveaboardroomnow

Me:WehaveabedroomnowyouknowMrandMrs

Smithihavetothankthem.Youknowwheniget

thesecallsthefirstthingtheysaytheSmith

wedding.Ohihavesomethingforyou,you

electrocutedmeforit

IhandhimtheringVukanigavemeifanyonecan

tellmeitsfakeortherealdealitsAndile.



Mzwakhe

Idon'tknowwhattomakeofallthis,idon'tknowif

weshouldseekhelpfromtheancestorsorjust

allowVukanitotakeeverything.Vusiithoughthe

diedwhatisthebeef,theyworkedsowellwerewe

supposedtothebossesofsomethingidon't

understand.

Me:ThabisokantiakashonangauVusi

Thabiso:Nanguuyaphila

Me:LindocanweaskPhindileforhelp

Lindo(Sfiso):Inkosazaneyamayihlangene

nezizintoenizenzayo.Yakutshelaanganqedale

mpiingakaqaliwenawenzan,akungadlalwangayo

(Myprincesshasnothingtodowithwhatyouguys

aredoing.Shetoldyoutostopthiswarbeforeit

evenbegun,whatdidyoudopleasedon'tplaywith



her)

Thabiso:UyigwalaMzwakhe(Areyouacoward)

Me:What

Thobani:Uyasabayinina(Areyouscared)

Thabiso:Uyajolasekubuhlunguukubulalaumuntu

(Youdatingnowitshardtokillsomeone)

Me:Heeisniepapandvleishaibo.Animenje

yellowboneuyaph

Nonhle:Work

Me:Whatwork



Nonhle:Iworkremember

Me:Nonhlewegaveherbackherwarehousewhy

doessheneedyou

Nonhle:Idon'tthinkiunderstandyou

Me:Iamsayingyoudon'tneedtoworkweherewe

canprovideforyou.Hecanverymuchprovidefor

you

Nonhle:OrwhatMzwakhe

Me:Youcankissyourrelationshipgoodbye

Nonhle:Youknowwhatgoaheadsinceyougoodat

ruiningeverything.Doitiwanttoactuallyseeyou



breakusup,ifyouthinkPhindileisasnake.Youdo

notwanttoknowwhatiamgoaheadwakheidare

you

Me:OkayiaskedyounicelyAyanda

Ayanda:Fuckyou

Theylaugh.

Ayanda:UngalingeudakelweweMzwakhe.Ungath

mawungakwaziukuthandaumuntu,maseufuna

nathisonkesibenjalochaungangijwayelikabi.

Thabisocelaukukhulumanawengazengidinwe

masengibuyile(Don'tyoudareshitme.Don'tthink

becauseyoucan'tloveaperson,nowyouwantall

ofustobelikethatdonottestme)

Nonhle:Hello..Noproblemwhyyougoingthere.



Whatholdonshepostponed,waittellmeallabout.

Youalwayschoosethewrongones,youwon't

believewhathappenedyaziloungijwayelakabi

angimaziucathiuyini

Ayanda:Ongiphelezela

Thabiso:Siyaphimanje

Ayanda:Asambe

Theyleave.

Phindile

Isawthefirebeinglitandquicklyextinguishitout.

Nonhlefightingwiththefamilymajordestruction,

soVukanithoughtitbebesttoproposenotpropose

withafakeringwoworisitbugged.



Andile:Canitakeyouout

Me:When

Andile:Whenever'scomfortableforyou,youcan

justtakemynumbersandletmeknowwhen

Me:Idon'thaveaphone

Andile:Really

Me:Mmmthefirstoneiputitinsideahugeglassof

beer,theotherithrewitinsideapool.Theotherwell

youdonotwanttoknow

Heliftshishandsupandgetsup.



Me:Tuesdayyouknowwhereilive

Heleaves.Thetelephonerings.

Me:Qeventssawubona

Caller:Tuesdayitis

Ilaugh.

Me:Itismeorbadboysarejustattractedtome

wow

Iamtirediwanttogohome.

Vukani

Imessedupigaveherthewrongringnowsheis



goingtothinkiamusingheragain.DammitVukani

howcanyoubesoirresponsible.

Vusi:Ithoughtthatyousaidyoudon'treallylikeher

Me:Vusiawumeman

Vusi:AyVukanigetyourmindoutofthegutterdid

youforgetaboutourgoalhere

Me:Thedifferencebetweenmeandeveryoneis

thatiamnotscared,icantakeonMzwakhe

wheneveriwantstookay

Vusi:Youwatchtoomanyrealityshows

Me:Phindilelovesthemshewouldsitherthewhole

dayandbingewatcheverything



Vusi:ThatGoddamnPhindileisnotheresostrap

upandgetittogetherman

Me:Fineletsgoahead

Vusi:Nowyoutalkinginitiatingphaseone

Me:Gettingridoftheteam

Igrabmyphoneandcallheritringsonthetable,i

cry.

Phindile

ThelovelyhandsomeBhengu'scametoseeme,i

hugthembothandsmile.

Me:Wowsowhatcanidoforyougentlemen



Ayandapullssomethingoutofhisjacketand

placesitbeforeme.

Me:Usuyihambisileincwadi

Ayanda:Ingakhongizekuwenakuqaleungibonise,

nangunobhutiomdalaukhona

Me:CanitouchitohmyGodthisisgorgeous,how

doyouknowitwillfither

Ayanda:Imeasuredherringfinger

Me:Ayandabhenguman

Iputitonandimmediatelyigetavisionofpeople

attackingthem,ismile.



Me:Kunamadodaazonihlasela,ohicanjusthear

herscreamyaziasiphuthumesiyendlini.Uyindoda

manje

Itaketheringoffandputitbackonthebox,ipack

mythingsasharppainshootsthroughmystomach.

Ifallholdingmystomachokayihavenever

experiencedthisbefore.

Thabiso:Nkosazane

Me:Gohomeiwillmeetyoutherenow

IfVukaniwantsafightheneedstofightalonenot

withevil.

Iappearinhiscomeout,heisgatheringupmani

needtoactfast.Somethinghitsmehardonmy



backdownigo.
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Nonhle

WesupposedtomeettodayandAyandatellsus.

Phindilesaidtheymustpackherthingsandcome

home,shewillmeetthemherebutsheisnothere.

Mzwakhe:Whatelsedidshesay

Thabiso:Whensheputthe...Imeanshesaida

bunchofmanarecomingtoattackus

Me:Youdon'tsoundconvincing

HelooksatAyanda,heignoresourstaresand

shovesasausageinhismouth,igrabmyphone

andcallwork.Hereisavoiceineverthoughti



wouldhearagain.

Me:ItsmehasPhindilecheckedin

Samkelo:Helloitsmeiamfinethankyou

Idon'thavetimeforgamesihungup.Icallher

cellphoneanalarmgoesoff.

Sakhile:Somethingiswrong

Wherecouldshebe.Didshedisappearagain.

Mzwakhe

Sheisusedtodisappearingandiamusedtoher

disappearing,nothingnewhere.Cynthiastepsout

inherbirthdaysuitokaynow,ismile.Thatsstrange

thebigisn'treacting.



Me:Whereyougoing

Cynthia:Theladiesaregoingout

Eventhoughicantelltheydon'tlikeheratleast

theytryingtoaccommodateher.Oncetheyknow

hertheywillbeeatingoutofherhands.

Me:Thatsniceonceyougotthemtheboysare

prettyeasy.Justengageinwhattheydoaskto

assistandeverythingwillbeokay

Cynthia:Noted

Myphonerings.

Me:Hello...ohreallyokay...Noidon'tcaretoknow



Ihungupiwarnedhershedidn'tlisten.

Thapelo

Thisisnotgoodthisisnotgoodwhatarepeople

calledonthisearth.Whokidnappedsomebodyand

holdingthemhostage.Vukanihaslosthismindand

phindilecan'tdoanythingtohelpherself,because

thereisathornfloatingintheair.Onewrongmove

itwillprickherandshewillinstantlydie.

Nqobi:Howdowefixthis

Me:Idon'tknowifweshowourselves,hewillknow

Nqobi:Andilewhatabouthim

Me:Hissonisalsospiritualhewillknow



Noneofthiswouldhavehappenediftheydidthe

bloodritualandhejustlovedher.

Nqobi:Thapelo

Me:Ican'triskNqobiijustcan'tshewillhaveto

forgiveme

Whatarewegoingtodo.

Vukani

Iarrivehomewithsomesnacksididn'tthinkitwas

actuallygoingtowork,butitdidfinallywearegoing

tobetogetherandnobodyisgoingtoseparateus.

Me:Greatyouawake



Shemovestrytofreeherselfthethornmoves

closertoherbody.

Me:Relaxmybabyifyoustaystillitsnotgoingto

prickyou,butifyoumoveayayeish

Ismile.

Me:Ibroughtussomesnacksyourfavoritesoonto

beourfavoriteright

Shelooksatmewithcoldeyesthatswhatidid

whenisawtheBhengu's.Sheunderstandsmeand

that'swhywehavetobetogetherforever.

Me:Ohsorry

Itakeoutthering.



Me:"Youaremybabylove,mybabylove,youmake

suncomeoutoh".Youknowthatsongright,"you

myeverythingthaticoulddream".Ican'tsinglike

youthatbeautifulangelicvoiceyouknowbutitried

Aforeffort.Wouldyoudomethehonorsandmake

meyourhusband

Sheisbreathingheavilyshemustbedyingwith

enjoyment.

Me:Igaveyouthewrongonebutokayitsthiswill

makeup

Iputitinherringfingerperfectfit.

Me:Lookathowbeautifulitssittingncooh

Igrabherphoneandsnapit.



Me:Whatwouldthecaptionbe,somethingthatwill

makepeoplebelieveyousaidyes.Withthetattoo

theywillknowitsyouobviouslyohwaitiknowwait

letmetakeanother

Ilockmyhandswithhers.

Me:Mzwakheisgoingtodie

Nonhle

Somethingweirdisgoingonandican'tputmy

fingeronit.Ayandaisactingweirdthereisavery

awfulvibenjegoingon.HisphoneringsKhetho

flashesonthescreen,whyiskhethocallingmy

man.Ianswerit.

Khetho:Darlingtimeismoneymytimeisvery

expensive



Me:Yaaaashoney

Khetho:WhereisAyanda

Me:Whyyoucallingmyman

Khetho:Businesshoneywedoingbusinesstellhim

tocallmeimmediatelyNonhlebye

Hewalksinandsnatcheshisphone.

Ayanda:Whatareyoudoing

Me:Whyiskhethocallingyou

Ayanda:Youdon'tneedtoknowthat



Hestormsout.

Me:Haibo
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Nonhle

"Ifitswartheywantletthegamesbegin"the

captionreads.Whatthehellisgoingshe

disappears,worryingusandsheisbusyaccepting

proposals.

Mzwakhe:Nilokhenizixakangomuntuubusy

uyabhejwalaphaya

Me:NothisisnotPhindileshewouldn'tdothislet

alonenottellmesheisengaged



Mzwakhe:Isthatnotherinstagram

Me:Yesbut

Mzwakhe:Nobutssheismarryinganotherman

Me:Wellcongratulationstoherifsheishappyand

lovedwhynot

Sakhile:Right

Me:Exactly

Sakhile:Somethingiswrongthough

Mzwakhe:Nothingswronghereisthere

punishmentforthis



Welookathimheisbacktodrinking,somethingis

definitelywrong.

Vukani

Ihadtobathherfromthechairwhenshewas

sleeping,nowitstimetofeedher.Ibringthespoon

tohermouthshedoesn'twanttoeat.

Me:Babyyouhavetoeat

Itryagainshemovesthethornalmostpricksher.

Me:Ifyoudon'teathowareyougoingtogetthe

energytogetmarried

Iopenhermouthandfeedhershespitsitout.



Me:Uyagulauyazikubizakanjanukudla

Ithrowthewholeplateather.

Me:Iamleavingiamgoingtoletyouthinkabout

thisokay

Itapehermouth,igrabthethornandprickher.She

dosesof.

Me:Youstayhereandwatchguardifanything

happensstraighttoherheart

Iletgoit,myphonerings.

Vusi:Soshesaidyes

Me:OhVusiwhatsmynameohVusiwhat'smy



name

Helaughs.

Me:Howiseverything

Vusi:Weallset

Me:Awuzwekeiamonmywaycan'tstaylongMrs

Njomanetobeisverystrictain'tthatrightmybaby

Vusi:Wowokay

Hehungsup.

Me:Beagoodgirlokay



Igrabmystuffandleave.

Mzwakhe

WhywouldPhindiledothistomeofallpeople.That

man,thatjailbirdohshemakemesomad.Thobani

getsinthecarandwedriveout,ican'tbedrinking

anddriving.

Me:Igavehereverything,everything

Thobani:Exceptforlove

Me:Fucklovewhatthehellisthat

Thobani:She'sthequeennje

Me:Queenwokunukawhataretheancestors

sayingaboutthis



Thobani:Youloveher

Me:Mymind,bodyandsoul

Thobani:Sowhatiswrong

Me:Iknowwhat'swronguntilshefixesitwegoing

toremainbrokenup

Thobani:Ay

Me:Nodon'tparkheregoaroundiwanttolookat

themfromthetop

Thobani:Youguysarehurtingeachother



Me:She'shurtingme

Thobani:Yourdrunk

Me:Shedidn'tlistennowshewillhavetolearnthe

hardway

Thobani:Mzwakheletherbe

Me:Noshe'smineifican'thavehernoonewilland

iwillmakesureofthat

Helaughs.HeparksatthebackofVukani'shouse,

wegetout.

Thobani:Tso(here)

Hehandsmedigitalbinoculars.



Thobani:Calmdownnowokay

Me:Yeahwhatever

WelookatathishouseiamgoingtokillPhindile.

Hegotsomebodytiedtoachairwithwiresand

thingsaroundthem.

Me:Lelibhantinti

Thobani:Engabeubanilo

Theirheadwashanging.

Me:Nowhowwegoingtoseewhothatis



Ikeepzoomingandzoomingandzooming.Iseea

ringontheirhand,theheadmovesup.Thobaniand

ilookateachother,hegetsuprunningifollowhim.

Sakhile

Thebuzzersandsirensgooff,everyonecomes

throughwiththeirguns,myphoneringsMzwakhe

iscallingme.

Me:Whatswrong

Mzwakhe:ThatbastardkidnappedPhindile

Me:What

Mzwakhe:Getherenow

Hehungsup.



Thabiso:Whatsgoingonwhoissendingcodered

Me:VukanigotPhindile

Linda:What

Me:Hekidnapher

Isayrunningtomyroom...Ikickthebedtheshelfs

springup,iopenthebottomshelfandpullthebag

outicloseitandkickitbackdown.Ikeptsaying

somethingiswrongnobodylistenedtome.

Mzwakhe

Me:Gowiththemandtakeouthismaniamgoing

todealwiththissonofab*tchmyself



Thobani:HowdidwemissthisMzwakhe

Me:Idon'tknow

Thobani:Yeahwhatdoesitlooklike

Iseethedroneflyinghighup.

Thobani:Awhat..Fuckyeahiamseeingitnow

okay

Heshowsmeapicturecapturedbythedrone.

Me:YinileThobani

Thobani:Angazinamikuthiwaintantaemoyeni(I

don'tknowtheysayingitsfloatingintheair)whatif

heisalertthatwehereorwaitingforus



Me:Lethimcomeidon'tcareeyngizoyibulalalenja

nxiayingazi

Sakhile

Wepullupathislocationhedoesn'tevenwaitfor

thecartostop.Heopensthedoorandpullsthebag

out,igethereandiseehertiedtoachairwitha

thorn.

Voice:YouhavetogetouthereMzwakheneedsto

dothisbyhimself.Thatthornonewrongmoveits

goingtokillher,iwillleadyoutowheretheother

guysareat.TakeThobaniandLindaniwithyou

Mzwakheislonggone.

Me:Thobanigetinthecar,Lindaniasambe



Thobani:Yini

Me:Ican'tsayletsgowewillmeethimhere

Theygetinthecaridriveoff.

Mzwakhe

Isetupthesniperrifleiamgoingtoblowhisbrains

out.

"Mindifijoinin"

Me:Idon'tneedinstructions

Ayanda:Obviouslybut

Hemovestheguninanotherdirection.



Ayanda:Iamthebestatwhatido

Me:Itaughtyouthat

Ayanda:Youalittlebitroughontheedgeswiththat

directionPhindileisgone.Ngithembebhutiomdala

Ipushhimasidehelaughs.

Phindile

Ashotcomesthroughpenetratingthroughhis

chest,anotherblastingthroughhishead.Helooks

atmeandfallsdown,ican'tmoveorelsethisthorn

isgoingtoprickme.ItsbeentwodaysofVukani

torturingme,idon'tevenhavethewordstoexplain.

MzwakheandAyandamaketheirwayin,hetakes



ofthetapearoundmymouthandstartuntyingme.

Me:Stop

Mzwakhe:Phindilethisisnotimetobemourning

yourpastlover

Me:Ifyoumovemethisthornisgoingtokillme

Mzwakhe:What

Me:Lifthimupheistheonlyonewhocantouchit

Mzwakhe:Youcrazy

Me:Mzwakheidon'thavetime



Mzwakhe:Okayokay

Theypickhimup.

Me:Positionhishandcloseenoughandgrabit

Theydothat.Thapeloshowsupwithatubethe

thorngetssuckedin,thetubecloses.

Thapelo:Iamsorrynkosazane

IunitymyselfwiththehelpofAyanda.

Me:Comekneelplease

Ifightbackthetearsinmyeyes,Mzwakhekneels

downiplaceabasinbeforehim.Thapelorubshis

backhevomitsoutweirdlookingballs.He



vigorouslygetsupThapelosplashestheriverwater

ontheballsandtube,blacksmokecomesout.

Mzwakhe:Aymanyinilewhodidthis

Me:Cynthia

Mzwakhe:What
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Phindile

Whenwearrivediquicklycleansedhim,heshould

beokaybutheisnowmadeavesseleasyto

possess.Cynthiawasfanningherselftheb*tchwas

burningup,shepoursherselfaglassofwaterand

gulpsitdown.Thapeloandsomeofhisbrothers

showup.



Thapelo:Foraminutethereithoughtweweregoing

toloseyou

Me:Justlikethebigbadsnakeiambad

Mzwakhecomesdown,heisbacktohisoldself.I

amnotsurethoughsomethingsdon'tchangefor

him.

Sakhile:Mommydon'tworrywetookcareofit

Inod.

Me:Youokay

Mzwakhe:Iwillbefine

Ididn'tknowVukaniwasbipolarorwasit



somethinghecreatedwhileinjail,togetthroughit

allorasasurvivingmechanism.Iamhurtand

disappointed,ithoughtthingsweregoingtowork

outbutthatwasnotthecase.

Thabiso:Ohmybeautifulqueeniamsorryyouhad

togothroughthis,hedidn'tdoanythingtoyou

Mzwakhelooksatme.

Me:Iwanttoforgetaboutallofthis

Mzwakhe:DidhetouchyouPhindile

Hebangsthetable.

Me:Idon'tknow



Thapelo:Hedidn't

IamwaitingforhimtotouchontheCynthiamatter,

butheisnotsayinganything.

Me:Areyounotgoingtosayanything

Mzwakhe:Aboutohthatsnotyourbusinessyoulet

meworryaboutthat

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Haibontombazaneangizutshelwauwena

ukuthngenzenjan(Iwillnotbetoldwhattodoby

you)

Me:Wow



Mzwakhe:Wowwhat

Thapelo:Phindile

Iamout.

Mzwakhe

IwilldealwithCynthiasomeothertime,itskindof

cutethatshewouldgototheselengthsjustto

makesureistaywithher.Butwitchcraftthats

pushingitalittlebit,perhapsiwastheonewho

madeherfeellikeshehadtodothis.Iaminnoway

shapeorformcondoningthisbehavior,shemustbe

punishedandshemustknoweveryactionhasa

consequence.

Myinterestareonthesegentlemeninmyhouse,

whoaretheyandwhyaretheyhere.



Him:Uthibayaziyiniababhekanenayo(dothey

evenknowwhattheyfacing)

Lindo:LetsjustfocusonPhindileandforgetthe

rest

Me:Kombewenabhutisothiuwubani

Him:Awudingiukwazilokho

Me:Youinmyhouseidon'tknowwhoyouareor

whatyouevendoinghere

Phindile:Wecangonow

Him:Seniqedile

Phindile:Iwishhimallthebestandthathe



continuescomingto

Him:Congratulationsmyman

Ayanda:Thankyou,youcomingright

Phindile:Ifeverythingworksoutimightjust

Nonhle:Whyallthesecrecy

Ayanda:Ahahnakaiyindabazakho(mindyour

business)

Phindile:Letsgo

Theyleave.



Linda:Yougoingtoletherleavelikethat

Me:Weenakaniiyindabazenu(mindyourown

business)

Iheadupstairs.

Phindile

Wedidn'thavetodriveThapeloteleportedusoutof

there.Iwasrelaxinginmybathtubidon'tknow

whatsmorehurting.Mzwakheignoringthefactthat

hisgirlfriendbewitchedhimorVukanibeinga

psycho.Isighwhyamitheonlyonebeing

punished,ididn'tbreakupbymyself.Mzwakhedidi

don'tknowifgogothinksbeggingwillchange

thingsorthisiswhatsheshouldhavedone,when

Mambalefther.

Timeshavechangedyoucan'tforceloveif

Mzwakheandiaremeanttobethanweshallbe.



Theseancestorsinvolvingthemselveswillonly

makethingsworse.Strengthandpoweriswhati

needatthismoment,thefactthaticouldn'thelp

myselfbecauseonewrongmovewouldhavebeen

theendofme.

Ifeltsohelpless,whenhetoucheditnothing

happened.Itjustputmeintodeepsleep,amere

humanbeingcannotthatmuchpowerovermeand

gogoisallowingthat.Sheistheonewhocursed

them,howcanigoonifsheisfightingforMzwakhe

allthetime.

Thedoorbellringswhocouldbedisturbingme

frommyrelaxingbath,igetupanddrymyself.Ipull

outthestopperandletthewaterout,igrabthe

handshowerrinsingthefoam.Thepersonondoor

isplayingmusicwithmybellbetternotbethatman.

Andile



Justwheniwasabouttowalkawaythedooropens,

tookherlongenough.

Phindile:Andile

Me:Hi

Phindile:Whatareyoudoinghere

Me:Intheneighborhoodpassingby

Phindile:Youlivedownthehill

Me:Cani..Imeanmayicomeinplease

Shemakeswayforme.



Phindile:Sorryitooksolongiwasinthebathtub

Wesitdown.

Me:Mybadihopeididn'tdisturbyou

Phindile:Younervouswhy

Me:Iamnot

Phindile:Icanshowyoumyboobsnothingisgoing

tohappen

Me:Okayicametoseeifyouwereokay

Phindile:Wellacrazyexboyfriendheldmehostage



Me:Whathow

Phindile:Canwenottalkaboutthisijustwantto

forget

Me:CareforaNetflixandchill

Phindile:Whatawhiteboylikeyou

Ichuckle.

Me:Whatcanisay

Myphonerings.

Me:AndileMsomisawubonayoulostmyshipment.

Whatawholemesomeballsyougot,itsokaynoits

okay



Ihungup.

Phindile:Itbytheharborunderneaththeshipifyou

gettherenow,youmightbelucky

Shegetsup....Igetinmycarandsteponit.

.........

Mambariver.

Sizwe

Onlynowthedarknessthatwasblockingmehas

beenremoved,nowicanseeclearly.Allofthishas

beenThapelo'sillusion.Thequeenhasbeenlong

putintoadeepsleep,whathasbeengoingonare

illusionsandeventscreatedbyThapelo.Mzwakhe



islivinghisbestlife,Vukaniisnotevenrealbutwhy

though.Whyishedoingthis.

Lungelo:Thatwasunexpected

Me:Totallybutwhy

Lungelo:Brotherdon'tinvolveyourself

Me:Whatifheisafterthemoney

Lunganilaughs.

Lungani:IamsorrybutdoesThapeloevenknow

whatmoneyis.Heisfromaworldnooneknows

existsexceptforspiritualpeople

Me:Hispowersarestronganddangeroushow



muchlongercanwekeeptheportalclosed

Lungelo:Wedoingourbesttwoescaped,ifpearl

comesoutthebarrierbreaks

Me:Whoknowswhatkindofcreaturethatdamn

gogocreatedisthesonawareofallthis

Lungelo:Thefuturesofbothofthemhadtobe

shown

ShehasbeenasleepfortoolongThapelo'splanis

soongoingtobitehimintheass.

Thapelo

Thecatsoutofthebagnowishouldhavekilled

Cynthiathemomentshewentlookingforvudu.

Whatbusinessdidhavegoingtoahealer,Sizweis

rightthoughPhindileisnotwakingupandiam



afraidshewillbestuckandlostinspiritualworld.

Howeveriknowwhatiamdoinganditisgoingto

workithasto.

Nqobi:Toldyouthiswasabadidea

Me:Badideaisyourface

Nqobi:Evenyourcomebacksarebad

Me:Ididn'tmeantodragitoutsomuch.Mzwakhe

shouldn'thavebrokenupwithher

Nqobi:Thapelojuststopthisandwakeherup

Me:Ican't



Nqobi:Thapelo

Me:Ijustcan'tokayijustcan'tialreadydiditandi

don'tregretitnotonebit,Shemustchoosewhats

importantthethroneorsweetpreciousMzwakhe

Ihatethatmanwithmyall.
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Andile

Ididnotwanttogiveherachancetoescapeme

again.Icheckmyoutfitithinkilookgood,ihead

downstairswhatisthisnow.

Me:Tellmeyoudidnotgetcheapassflowers

Siyanda:Whoyoutalkingtolikethat



Me:Siyanda

Siyanda:Okaytheydidn'thaveyourrangers

What.

Me:Hydrangea

Siyanda:Whatevertheyweren'tthere

Me:Iaskedyoutwoweeksagotoorder

Siyanda:Youokayaskedmeyesterday,butlistento

this.Asymbolofhumilitythewhiterosealsosays,i

amloyalandworthyforyou



Hesmiles.

Me:Wellfuckyouandyourroseiwanted

hydrangeas

Iheadoutsidemomsgardenmightcometothe

rescue,whatdoesitevenlooklike.Googleworks

likeacharm,iwalkaroundandluckilyifindthem.

Me:Forgivememother

Iripoutabunchnowwhereamigoingtofindpaper

towrapthisup.

Siyanda:Iamgoingtotellmom

Me:Shutyourpiewhole



Helaughs.

Phindile

IwaswaitingforAndiletoarrive,ourdatetoday,not

reallylookingforwardtoitbutiwilltakeit.Iwas

wearingashortivoryknittedskirtaccentuatingmy

curves,withamatchinglongsleeveknittedtopand

clearstraponheels.Myhairjustsimplewetlook,

MrMsomiwillsurelydie.

Iseehiscarenteringmydrivewaythroughthe

smallglassdoor,whydon'tihaveagate.Hesteps

outofthecarwithflowersandaredbox,nohe

didn't.Iopenthedoorforhim,hewhistles.

Andile:Wow

Me:Younottobadlookingyourself



Hechuckles.

Andile:Foryou

Me:OhmyGodwheredidyougetthesecomein

Igrabavaseandfillitwithwaterthanputthe

flowersin.

Me:Ohthesearegorgeous

Andile:Iamgladyoulikethemshallwe

Igrabmysmallbagandtheboxofchocolatehe

laughs.

Me:Waitcanyousnapmebeforewego



Hegetslostinmeisnapmyfingers.

Me:Heyeyesuphere

Hetakesouthisphonedoesheevenknowhowto

takeapicture.Iposeforthecameraforafew

minutesthanwalktowardshim.

Me:Okaystopthatsenoughnow

Hesmilesandgoestoopenthedoorforme.Igetin,

hewalksovertotheothersideandgetsin.

Andile:Okaydarkbeautywalenzausukulwami

Andile

Itookhertoacoolrestaurantnotmanycanspot.It



looksexpensiveandonlytherichandwelloffcome

here.Weorderourdrinksandjustlookingatthe

menunow.

Me:Uhmthankyouforbeinghere

Phindile:Itsapleasuredotheyhavemeathereiam

starving

Me:Andalsoformyshipment

Phindile:Youwelcomestopbeingnervousandjust

losenup

Me:Itfeelsweird

Phindile:Awkward



Me:Right

Welaugh.

Waiter:Yourdrinks

Me:Keepthemcomingboy

Waiter:Yessir

Shetakesasipofhercocktaillikesheisdoingthe

nasty,shenoticeiamlookingatherandsmile.

Phindile:Refreshing

Me:Ibet



Welaughandjustcarryonwithsillyconversations.

Sheisnotthatbad,intimidatingyes,howevershe's

justalovelypersonatheart.

Phindile

Thisdateisgoingsupergreatiamdistractedmy

focusisonAndilehelookshandsomeandcan't

stopblushing.Whywouldiwanttobreakhisheart.

Mzwakhestilllayinglow,thesecondhehearsabout

this,iwon'thaveanypeaceinmylife.

Idon'twanttoaskhimanythingabouthis

occupationandwhatnot,becauseitistoxic,

dangerousandjustunfathomable.Ihavebeen

talkingaboutmyselfthoughandmyvisionforlife

nje.Ineverbeeninacalmpeacefulsettinglikethis,

notevenVukaniwasthisharmonious.

Me:Icansing,danceandsinganddance



Ilaugh.

Andile:Canyousingsomethingunlessyoushyand

notcomfortable

Ibeenhearingthissoundinmyheadandifinally

gotthewordsforit,iclearmythroat.

Me:"Marydidyouknow

thatyourbabyboy

Wouldonedaywalkonwater

Marydidyouknow

Thatyourbabyboy

Wouldsaveoursonsanddaughters"

Isingthissongwithmysoulseewhatimean.

Andileismylight.



Thapelo

Me:NonoMzwakheisyourlight..Girlyoubetter

wakeup

Idipthetowelinthewaterthanringitoutanddabit

onherface.

Me:Thatsnottherealworldyouhavetowakeup.

Youinspiritualworldtimedoesgoslowwhenyou

there,wakeupmyangel

Ifshedoesn'twakeupicankissthethrone

goodbyeandgogowillchopmyheadof.She

doesn'tknowandwhatshedoesn'tknowwon'thurt

her.

Me:Nqobi...Nqobi

Nqobi:Yeah



Me:Fetchmesomenewwater

Nqobi:Whateverhappenedtoplease

Me:Yeahyeahgo

Idon'thavemuchtimeihopeshecanbreak

throughspiritualworld,beforethecreaturesnotice

andconvincehertoturnevil.

Me:DamnThapeloididn'tthinkthiswouldtaketoo

long
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..........

Phindile

Iwakeupinthearmsofanotherman,ohmyGod



whathaveidone.

Andile:Don'tfeelguiltyaboutwhatwediditwas

boundtohappen

Isitup.

Me:Allofthisjustweirddidweatleastuse

protection

Hekeepsquiet.

Me:Andile

Andile:Idon'tknowmaybe,maybenot

Me:Haibo



Andile:Ohcomeonwhatdifferencedoesitmake

Me:Youknowwhatiamand

Hekissesme.

Andile:Idon'tcareadamnaboutwhatyouare...All

thatmattersisthatihadagoodtime

Heremovestheduvetandgrabmyboobs.He

movesfrommylipsanddowntomyboobs,he

takesoneintohismouthandgoesincircular

motionwiththeother.

Me:Mmmm....Andile

Hepullsmedownandturnsmearound.Islept



naked,hespanksmyassifeelhismisteragainst

myentrance.Hegrabsmywaistandslowlyslides

in,igrabontothesheetsbittingmylips.

Hegroans,helaysontopofmeandholdsmyarm

outandstartsmoving.Hisd*ckdoesthingstomei

can'texplain.

Andile:Shityousogood

Hewhispersinmysendingshiversdownmyspine.

Hepicksuphispacegoinginandoutharder.His

onemanagestofindboobsandsqueezethem,i

can'thelpbutfeeltheurgetomeetthrusttothrust.

Hechucklesgettingup,islowlypushmyassuphe

spanksmyass

Me:Aaaah....Yesss..Justlikethat



Hegrabsmywaistandpoundsthef*ckoutofme,

hegoesforthekill.

Me:Aahhhh

..........

Mzwakhe

Thechestpainsarereallygoinghardoneme.We

sawPhindilebrieflyandshedisappearedagain,

afterthatguycameandmademevomitsome

nastydisgustingballs.Ihaven'tbeenokayandto

learnCynthiawasresponsibleforit,hurtmealot.

Me:Ifiknewiwouldn'thavedatedher.Sindiswa

talktothempleaseiamdying

Sindi:Ohmyloveiwishicandosomethingreally

butican't



Me:Yougoingtoleavemetodie

Shelaughs.

Me:Isthisgoingtoaffectmyheartbecausealready

itsaproblem

Sindiswa:Itsalotiknowbutifyouhaddonewhat

wasneededofyou.Youwouldn'tbesufferingright

now

Me:Iseethatnowididn'tmeantohurther

Sindiswa:Iknowbutyoudidandtheancestors

werenothappy

Thabiso:Akukhoesingakwenzahlampe



Me:Anythingiwilldoit

Sindi:ItstrickynowMzwakhesomeoneelsehas

takenoverandyouwillwishyoudidn'tbreakup

withher

Me:Whatwasneededofme

Sindiswa:Foryoutoopenupanddothebloodritual

Me:Ifidothatnowwillibeokay

Sindiswa:Toolateforthat

Nothingiseverlatewemaybebrokenupbutwe

stillloveeachotherandwegoingtofindawayto

fixthings.



......

Andile

Iknewiwasgoingtogetherijustdidn'tthinkit

wouldbethissoon.Sheremovesmyhandunder

herlegandsinkdown,ilaugh.Iclosethewaterand

crouchdown.

Me:Wanttogoagain

Phindile:Aingeke..Ngeke

Shesaysbreathlessichuckle.Iplaceoutsidethe

showertostepon,thanpickherupandwalkoutof

thebathroom.Iplaceheronthebedandgraba

toweltowipe.

Me:Really...B*tchreally



Sheisfastasleep.

Me:Whatamigoingtolotionyourbodywith

Vaselineworkslikeacharm,ilotionheralloverher

bodythanlookforsomethingshecanwear.

Me:Iguessyouwillhavetowearitwithoutpanties

Idressherthanmyself...Ituckherinandhead

downstairs.

Me:Hellofam

Ma:Ithoughtyounevercomingdown

Me:Kanjannjekodwa



Isitanddishout.

Siyanda:Imamaliyeza

Me:Noshe'ssleepingiwillmakehersomething

later,don'tworryiwillpreparesomethingforher

Ma:Mmmm

Ismilelookingdown.

.......

Thapelo

Ifeelmypowersawakendeepwithin,sheisfinally

noticingintheresomethingiswrong.



Nqobi:Arewefallinginlove

Me:Don'tyouhavepowers

Nqobi:Whatsthatgottodowithmyquestion

Me:Gototheriverandgoseehowthingsare

beforeyoustartaskingmestupidquestions

Nqobi:Youreyesareturning

Me:Iknow

Ismile.

........



Phindile

Iwakeupscanningmysurroundings,thedoor

openshewalksinwithatray.

Andile:Youawake

Me:Hmm

Heplacesitonthebedandgivesmeakiss.We

lookateachotherandkissagain.

Andile:Yougood

Me:Iamidon'tknow,ifeelfoggy

Andile:Herehavesomefoodtobringyourstrength

back



Me:Thankyou

Idigin.

Me:Thisisgoodthankyou

Andile:Iamgladyoulikeit...Whatiswithblack

peopleanddancingwhentheyeat

Me:Youknowit'sgoodwhenwestartdancing

Hechuckles.

Me:Thankyou

Andile:Youwantanotherone



Me:Noiamgoodthankyousomuchcaniplease

brushmyteeth

Andile:Onthetopleftsidedrawerinthebathroom

youshouldfindsomething

Igetupihavetogohomeisometimesenable

myselftogethurtbutwhocares,wejusthavingfun.

Heenterswrappinghisarmsaroundmeleaving

sweetkissesonmyneck.

Me:Andile

Hisputshishandinmypantsandrubsmyclit

goingincircularmotion.Itiltmyheadourlipsmeet

andmoveinperfectrhythm,ifeelhisfingergoingin.

........



Thapelo

Whydidithavetogotheresheisstartingtoannoy

menow.

Me:ShutupNqobi

Nqobi:Ididn'tsayanything

Helaughs.

Nqobi:Looksheisshivering

Herbodyarches.

Nqobi:Wowheisreallydoingitinthere

Me:ShutupNqobi



Nqobi:Sheisnotgoingtoappreciatewhatyoudid

Me:Iwouldn'thavetodothisifhermandidn'tbreak

upwithher.Wewouldn'tbehereiftheyhaddone

whattheyneededtodo

Heshakeshishead.

Me:Goprepareabathforherandstoptalking

nonsense

Hechucklesandheadstothebathroom.

Me:Whyareyousleepingwithhim
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Sakhile



WehavetakenMzwakhetothehospital.

Unfortunatelyhecannolongerbreathonhisown.I

watchCynthiafromtheoutsideholdingontohis

handfordearlife,howdidweevengettothispoint.

Ifeelataponmyshoulderiplacemycheekonit.

Me:Mommy

Olwethu:Itsgoingtobeokay

Iexhale.

Olwethu:Itsnobody'sfaultandweshouldn'tblame

ourselvesforwhatshappening.Shemaynotknow

theypunishinghim,likethis.

Me:EyOlwethuasazibythelooksofit,itdoes



seemsheispunishinghim

Olwethu:Thanyouafooltobelievethat,remember

whathappenedtodadwhenhehurtmom.Youi

thinkallofyoushouldsitdownandtalk.History

repeatingitself

Shegoesinilookather.

......

Phindile

Iwassohellbentongoinghomebutthed*ck

spokeandistayed.Somethingfeelsreallyweird

aboutthiswholething.

Andile:NguAndilekayi1nobodygoesagainstmy

word



Me:OkayAndilekay1

Helaughs.

Me:Canigetsomefreshairidon'twanttohideout

here

Andile:Whatwouldyouliketodo

Me:Isawaverybeautifulgarden

Andile:Afteryou

Weheadout.

.......



Thapelo

Iamfastforwardingthingsnowsheistaking

forevertogetup.

Nqobi:Theguyisinhospital

Me:Goodserveshimright

Nqobi:Thapelo

Me:What.Iamdoingthisforeveryonethequicker

wefinish,thequickershecandefeatthecreatures

andeveryonegetsonwiththeirlives

Nqobi:Buttohurthim

Me:Hehurthertoosotheyeven



Nqobi:ThapeloBhengu

Me:Theoneandonly

Letspushthisfurther.Letsseehowshewillbeable

tohandlethis.

......

Andile

Ihaven'tfeltthiscompleteinaverylongtime,its

weird.Thedoorbellringswhocouldthatbe,she

getsupandopensthedoor.

Phindile:Hi

Voice:Whoareyou



Mandisawhatthehellisshedoinghere.

Mandisa:Canyoustepasideplease..Thereyouare

heybaby.Ohsothisiswhatyoubeendoing

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere

Mandisa:Ngizobonawena

Sheputsherbagdownandopenstherefrigerator.

Phindile:Andilewhoisthis

Mandisa:Hisgirlfriend

Phindile:What



Me:NoMandisapleaseleave

Mandisa:Angiyindawokengifunalomuntu

ongifebelanayeyiniyonale

Phindile:FixthisAndile

SheheadsupstairsMandisafollowsher.

Me:Mandisa

Theyfight.Shepullsagunout.

Mandisa:NgiyislimaminahuhAndilengiyislima

Me:Putthegundown



Phindile:Letgoofmeyoustupidb*tch

Mandisa:Stupidb*tchiwillshowyouwhatastupid

b*tchis

Me:Mandisa

.......

Thapelo

Nqobi:OkayThapeloenoughnow

Me:Iamtryingto

Hecutsmeoff.



Nqobi:Can'tyouseeshedoesn'tknowwhosheis

Me:Sheneedstobreakthroughspiritualworldthe

minutethathappens

Isigh.

Me:Lookiknowwhatiamdoingtrustmeonthis

one

Iknowwhatiamdoing.

........

Phindile

Whywasn'tifightingbackhowcouldiletherattack

melikethat.Ican'tbelieveAndileallowedthatto

happen,mynosehurtsreallybadshehitmewith



thegun.Idon'tknowhowisurvivedthis.

Me:Andile

Andile:Calmdownitookcareofit

Me:Fuckthatyouallowedhertoputherhandson

me

Andile:Sorrywhatwasthat

Me:Iamgettingthehelloutofhere

Andile:Thehellyouare

Hepullsmebymyarmandsendsmedown

screaming.Iclosemyeyesandopenthemagain.

Whatjusthappenedwhatamidoinghere,istart



coughingitfeelslikeiambeingrippedapart.The

roomgoesstarkdark,breathescapemybodyilook

up.

.....

Mambariver

Thapelo

Herewegothat'sit,theriverturnsbacktoits

originalblackglisteningcolorandstartsbubbling

up.Weallgetdownonourkneesthepraisesstart.

Sherisesupfromthewaterwowshelooks

gorgeous.Everseenahalfhuman,halfsnakelook

thisdevineidon'tthinkso.Shefullytransformand

divesbackinthewater.

Hernakedselfcomesoutofthewater.Ihopeidid



therightthing,shewillbemadbutitsforthegreater

good.Theywrapherupinashallandheadtothe

huts.

Voice:Wellwellwell

Me:Sizweright

Sizwe:Imustapplaudyou

Me:Iamnotheretostartsomethingssowecan

eithergetalongornot

Sizwe:Idon'treallycareforustogetalong

Me:Youdon'tlooklikeaBhengu

Sizwe:Sorry



Me:Bhengumenaredarkyouwhite

Sizwe:That'sbecauseyallareuglytheyprobably

leftyouinthesuntoburn,andbathushandsome

guysinmilksowebetheprettyonesinthefamily

Ilaugh.

Me:IamThapelo

Sizwe:Andidon'tcareyoumightwanttogoinside

thequeeniswaiting,andohstoptryingtoreadmy

mind.Youwon'tgetanywhere

Waithowdidhe.Hewalksaway.

"Leavethegifttopeoplewhoknowit"



Me:Areinmyhead

Sizwe:"Iameverywherebaby"

Helaughsmyearshurt.
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Aweeklater

Mzwakhe

Ineverwanttofindmyselfinahospitalbedever

again.Idon'twanttobeontheancestorsbadside

everagain,whatevertheywantwedoingitwhatever

Phindilewantsiamgoingtodoitnoquestions

asked.Ican'tpromiseiwillbehaveyouknowican't

dothat.



Cynthia:Doyouneedanything

Me:Iamfinethankyou

Cynthia:Okay

Me:Youdoknowwhatyoudidwaswrong

Shelooksdown.

Me:Uyokeuphindewenzelentoheeayasazi

Cynthia:Ngiyaxolisa

Iclosemyeyesiamjustexhausted.

Phindile



Thatwasthelongesttimeihavebeenasleepinmy

entirelife.Thapelotrappingmeinspiritworldfor

what,couldn'thehavedonethisinanotherway.

Mxolisi:WePhindilelamadodaohleziuwalethala

emzinikababayinikangaka,ayeyisafuthenjalo

"Besingaziukuthuwubhutiwakhe"

Mxolisi:Fokof

Theylaugh.

Mxolisi:Bazowenzanila

Idon'tknowmyselfwhattheydoinghere,ihave

beensoemotionallyuseditsnotevenfunny.Fine

hedidittoprotecteveryone,andnothavehistory



repeatitself.

Me:BazongilekelelakuzintouMzwakheahluleke

kuzona(Theyheretoassistmewiththings

Mzwakhefailedtodo)

Mxolisi:Awujolinabo

Me:Cha

Mxolisi:Ohnaninigulanjengalabafana

Ihavetogotomyhouse,there'senoughspaceto

accommodateusall.

Me:Singayaekhaya

Mxolisi:Ngifunaukuyobonaiyinganezami



Langa:Singayaukuthengainyamakuqala

Mxolisi:Naninithandainyama

Ihavetosortmylifeout.

Mzwakhe

Iknowitroubleandworrythemalot.Justweeks

agoicouldn'tbreatheonmyown.Iwashookedon

machinesbutheariamsmiling,breathingand

eatingonmyown.

Linda:Angikazengihlanganenomuntuonesdina

njengoMzwakheyeses

Ismile.



Linda:Aymanlentwanaiyasikhawathisasterek,

umuntuusengcononextthing.I...ca...Ican't

breathe

Hesaysitdramaticallytheylaugh.

Cynthia:Heyleavemybabyalone

Me:Thankyou

Mvelo:Malume

Me:Thereyouaremybeautifulchildrenmase

nibahlekanje

Mj:Ubabauyeza

Me:Oheeuzongishayaubabawenuokay



TheygothereseparatewaysMvelohassomekind

ofseparationanxiety.MjisgrowingupandMvelo

feelsleftout,notmybaby.Oneofthesedaysihave

tospendtimewithhim,justtomakehimfeel

special.

Linda:Atleastsomethinggoodcameoutofyour

relationship

Me:Ilovemyboyssomuchiwouldkillyou

Cynthia:Don'tyouthinkitstimetheyknowmeand

respectme.Theyjustpassmelikeidon'texist

Voice:Andwhywouldhedothat

Phindile



Introducehertowhosekids.

Cynthia:Iamhisgirlfriendladyofthehousethose

bratsneedtoknowthatandrespectme

Mxolisi:Didshejustcallmychildrenbrats

Me:Myekewenabhutilaengiyimtholakhona

kuyobabaamasende

Mxolisi:Chaungijwayelakabilohawuuyazi

ukuzalawena,uyakwaziukwenzaingane

Mzwakhe'seyesarefixatedonme.Thapeloshows

upfromtheslidingdoor,letsjustgetthisoverand

donewith.

Thapelo:Youcan'tbemadphelawhenidothis,



pleasestand

Hedoes.Westandfacingeachotheriknowhe

thinksiwanttomurderhim,yesidoilookathim

andsmile.

Thapelo:Okayyougoingtofeelalittlepinch

Mzwakhe:Ouch

Thapelo:Siqinisaamandlaenkosazanekuphele

Me:Idon'thavetokisshimright

Thapelo:No

Hejoinsourfingers,theblooddripsonthecup

filledwiththeriverwater.Idrinkhalfofitandgiveit



toMzwakhe,helooksatus.

Thapelo:Youneedtodrink

Hedrinksup.

Me:Thatsdifferent

Thapelo:Yeahthatsthekindofstrengthyouhave.

Wewillhavetodothisfromtimetotimebecause

youguysarenottogether,tosafeguardherpowers

Me:Iamgoingtogocheckontheboysandiwill

meetyouguysbackhomeoryouwanttookay

come

Hewrapshisstrongarmsaroundmeassoonaswe

disappeartheylaugh.



Mzwakhe

Sakhileandiweretalking,everyonewentabout

theirownlife.Irestmyheadonhischest.

Sakhile:Mmmaveuthandaukungilimaza

ngalesgqemezasekhanda(Youlikehurtingmewith

thisbigheadofyours)

Ilaugh.

Me:Yeahsoayngimoshileskhuluayngimoshile(I

ruinedthings,ireallyruinedthings)

Sakhile:Bathini

Me:Apparentlysheisgoingtoendupwiththat

bastardAndile



Sakhile:What

Me:NgimkhawathileuPhindileblindayisajayivi,

ayisavayinjayam(IhurtPhindilereallybad,things

arenotthesame)

Sakhile:Aynawezithizidumanjewenausuyela

iclatchngokuphapha

Me:Sengihambango220

Sakhile:Aynoayingadumikanjalo,bambaigiyauthi

clutchmaseuyayidedela

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Noentlekubaniloengiringanayefede



Me:Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Sayitlikeyoumeanphela

Ismile.

Sakhile:Uyinjayamampelanomasingakhawatheka

grandsharp,leyacherryizothiBhengu

Me:Idon'tknowithinkiamintodeep

Sakhile:Khohlwaintodeepsobuyesimbone,

uyafunayininaukubuyelananaye

Ikeepquiet.



Sakhile:Fuckyou

Hegetsupandleavesmebymyself.
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Phindile

Ihadafullhousetodaythenoisetheyweremaking

wasenoughtowakeme.Thapelonoticeme,the

wayhelooksatmelikeiamtheonlythingthatexist.

Hissmilepiercingthroughmyheartgivingme

assuranceandcomfort,hesmiles.

Thapelo:Didwewakeyouup

Me:No

Thapelo:Thiscameforyou



Iopenthebox.

Thapelo:Whydidyoubuysuchanexpensivegift

Me:Youbhengupeopledon'tknowwhattodowith

themoney

Thapelo:Thatmeanswastemoney

Me:Heisgoingtowearitforever

YeahididkindofspentalotihopeThabisoloves

mygift.

Thapelo:Sohowareyou

Me:Iamdoingalrightdespitethefact.Idon'tknow

ifishouldfeelhurtornot



Thapelo:Everythinghasreasonsyoumaynotfeelit

now,butatsomepointyouwillandiwillberight

herebesideyou

Me:Youboyshungry

Langa:Nowyoutalking

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe

Idon'tknowiamfeelinglikethisbecauseiam

committedtoCynthia,howeverseeingPhindile

rejoicesmysoul.Iwanttoinvitehertothis

barbecueijustdecidedtohave,theladieswent

shopping.Ihopeshecomesandwecanhavea

goodtime.



Me:Mvelo

Heslowlywalksdownlikewhatdoiwantnow.

Me:Boy

Herushesdownandsitsnexttome.

Mvelo:Whatamidoingwiththis

Me:Wegoingtoplaycanyouplay

Mvelo:Ofcourseican,canyou

Me:Iamlegendbaby

Mvelo:Gameon



HisfatherMxolisi.Hedidn'tsparemehegavemea

whippingiwillneverforget.Itookitlikeaman

becausewellididwhatidid.Hewantstomove

backhome,idon'tthinkheshouldtakesucha

drasticstep.Whatjobishegoingtogethere

workingasinITspecialist,limitinghisbudgetand

resources.IgavemyinputhopefullyPhindilecan

alsoknocksomeintohim.

Mj:Iwanttoplay

Greatthiswillbeagreatbondingsessionforthem.I

smellherperfumeengulfingmynostrils,shegives

meakissonthecheek.Iamnotgoingtointroduce

hertotheboysnorwillconvincethemtolikeher.

Cynthia:Hi

Me:Hey



Cynthia:Boys..Okay

ShelooksatmeforgetitiamnotfightingwithMj

again.

Me:Yesdidn'titellyoulegend

Mvelo:Thatwaspureluck

Ilaugh.

Phindile

Iwantthemtoleavemealoneandnotbeinvitedto

somestupidbarbecue.ThishasMzwakhewritten

alloverit,hesawmeandwaslikeokaygirllets

dancepumpkin.



Me:Samkelo

Sam:Heydoyouwantustomovethethingsnowor

tomorrow

Me:Iforgotaboutthateish

Sam:Butitsnotlikeheavystuffexceptforyour

ridiculousrequest

Iscream.

Me:Isitready

Sam:Itwillbeasurpriseohwehaven'tbeenpaidso

Me:Iwillprocessittonightthankyousomuch



Sam:Isitstillthesameguestamount

Me:Mightchangebutwehaveseatingenoughfor

theguest

Sam:Okay

Me:Areyougoingtobefine

Sam:Iwillbefine

Me:Okaybye

Whatamigoingtoweardefinitelysomethingshort,

thatwouldrileMzwakheandCynthiaandeverybody

else.



Mzwakhe

Olwethuinvadesourprivacywhyarepeople

disturbingmewithmyboys,andhowfastthey

cameback.Thehouseisbusyandwehavebeen

gamingsince.

Me:Yebomommy

Olwethu:YouknowitsThabiso'sbirthdaytomorrow

Ipausethegame.

Them:Malume

Me:Youruglyhusbandisbeingbirthtomorrow

Olwethu:Icantellnoneofyouknowlisteniasked

Phindiletohelpme.Iwanttokeepthisasasurprise,



howeveriamlettingyouknowpleasedon'truinit

forhim

Me:Welliinvitedhertodayitshouldn'tbeaproblem

Olwethu:Iwouldlikeyoutojustkeephimbusy

tomorrowyouknow

Me:Nowhydon'tyoutellhimiamsurehewillbe

surprised.Phindileisabeastatwhatshedoes

Olwethu:Youdon'thaveaproblemwiththat

Ishakemyheadcontinuingwiththegameiam

goingtoannihilatethreeboys.

Phindile

Wearriveatthemansionareweaearlyorlate,



anywaywearegoingtohaveagoodtimehere.

Me:Haiboisn'tthereapartyinthishouse

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Sanibonaninjan

Thisisboringiwanttogohomenow.Mzwakhe

comeslookingalright,helooksatmeanddownmy

legsthanbackup.

Mzwakhe:Whoistheynowyourboyfriends

Me:Theynoneofyourbusiness

Mzwakhe:Thapelo



Langa:Ismellmeatoutside

Kagiso:Yeahmetoo

Theywalkout.Mzwakheandistareateachother,i

walkpasshimhegrabsmyarmandpullsmeaway.

Mzwakhe

Everyoneishavingagreattimeenjoying

themselves,beenawhilesincewesmiledalittle

andgottodrinkasafamily.

Linda:IngakhouMzwakheekushiyile

Phindile:Ungazongidakelwa

Welaugh.



Linda:Yindabikhandalenje

Ithinkshelookshotanddiditonpurposereally.

Cynthiacomesbackwheredidshedisappearto.

Thato:Sesfikilesesifikile

Shekissesme.

Me:Okayeveryonesettleddownuhmididthis

becauseijustwantedustohavefunandrelaxabit

youknow

Cynthia:Dootherpeopleneedtobehere

Mvelo:Auntie



Phindile:Himyloviesahwhatisunclefeedingyou

guys.Youwanttobetallerthanhimimissedyou

guyssomuch,come

ShepullsthemoutsideilookatCynthia.

Phindile

Situationshavechangedweusedtobeatightass

clique.Nonhledoesn'tsayhitome,someofthem

arereserved,whydidievencome.

Thapelo:Youhavesomethingtosaymiss

Sihle:No

Thapelo:Youlookingatherlikeyouwanttochoke

her



Sihle:Morelikelaugh

Shelaughs,mybreakupwithMzwakheisclearly

amusingher.

Sihle:Youwereflyinghighnowlookwhereyouare

ikushiyileindoda

Iignoreher.

Sihle:Howdoesitfeelgirlyoumadeitknowyou

weregoingtokillme.Iamab*tchandwhatnot

Igetup.

Me:Thapeloletgoofme,letgoofmeplease

Igrabmybagandleave,theyfollowme.Iam



leavingbecauseiknowwherethisisgoing,they

canstaybehindandhavefunwithoutme.
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Phindile

Idrinkmycoffeeiamnotmuchofacoffeeperson,

butthesituationisagreeingandiamgoingtoneed

moreformydayahead.Thapeloandtheboyswere

helpingmeloadthingsinthecar,iwillstartmyset

upveryearlywhileiwaitforSamkelo.

Langa:Ithinkwedonenow

Me:Iwouldtipyoubutyouguysarefamily

Mthoko:Tipuswithwhat,whatisatip

Me:Nomanatleastactlikeyoufromthisworld



comeon

Thapelo:Younotteachingusanythingsohow

wouldweknow

Me:Yeahbigmistakeatiphandsomeislikegratuity

youknowwhatgratuityisright.Whensomeone

helpsyououtofthegoodnessoftheirheart.You

givethematipmoneyjusttothankthem

Mthoko:Ohwellyoucankeepyourmoney

Me:Damm

Thapelo:Phelatoyourworldwedon'texist

Me:Areallofyousnakes



Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe

Iopenmyeyestheyburn,ishutthemagain.

Cynthia:Goodmorningsleepingbeauty

Me:Hmmnxiyewenangizokushaya

Shelaughs.

Me:Whatareyoudoingsoearlyinthemorning

Cynthia:Itstenitookthedayofftotakecareofyou

Me:Andyoustilldoubtwhyiloveyou



Cynthia:Boyplease

Me:Didyouhaveagoodtime

Cynthia:Yeahafterwhathappenediwasokaybut

than,what'shernamemadeitapointtodisrespect

me

She'sreferringtoratoilaugh.

Cynthia:Iamgladyoufindthisfunny

Me:Don'tmindherallofthemwillbelikethat

Cynthia:Theymustknowyoudatingmenowand

stopactinglikethat.Whatyouandidodoesnot

concernthem



Me:Cynthiaitstoearlytobefightingwithyouits

Thabiso'sbirthdaytodaypleasedon'truinit

Cynthia:Iamjustsaying

"Mzwakhe"

Whatdoeshewant.

Me:Nodon'topenweweretoldtoactlikewedon't

knowanything

Hebangsthedoormyphonevibrates.

Me:Yeah...Heisbangingonmydoor

Ilaugh.



Phindile

Idon'twanttofightwithanybodyiamenteringthis

housewithagoodmood.Idon'tcarewhathappens

solongikeepasmileonmyface,andsatisfymy

client.Thabisoopensthedoorwhyisheup,ah

theseguysaredoingabadjob.

Thabiso:Mommy

Me:Happybirthday

Hesmilesandhugsme.

Me:Canyouopenthedoorforme

James:Nkosazane



Istaggerback.

James:Stop

Ohheissnatchedupinalltherightplaces,looking

yummy.Ifanmyselfhelaughs.

Thabiso:Youheretodomybirthday

Ihandhimtheinvoicehewastenotimeandpullhis

phoneout.

Me:Pleaseborrowmeyourkitchenortableorlittle

cornerforme

Thabiso:Nomayinioyifunayo

MzwakheandNonhlestepout.



Mzwakhe:Sanibonani

Me:Yebosanibona

Nonhle:Mnagnidoyouneedhelpwithanything

Me:Canyouicecakes

Nonhle:That'syourthinggirl

MxolisilooksatmethanNonhleandshakeshis

head.Itsnotmyfaultthingsarethis,everyone

headsinside.Igrabmyplasticwithallmygoodies,i

canfeelhisheavypresencebehindme.

Mzwakhe:Youstayingright



Me:Iwasn'tinvited

Hetriestotouchmeisnap.

Me:Leavemealoneplease

Mzwakhe

IcouldkillSihlerightnowsheruinedeverythingfor

meandwewerejustgettingonthesame

understandingpage.

Mxolisi:MzwakheongibizelauAyanda

Iamabouttoreceiveanotherbeatdown.

Me:Ayanda



Weheadoutside.

Mxolisi:Iamnottryingtobeinyourbusinessbut

whatisthereasonforyoutoseparatePhindileand

Nonhlelikethis

Ayanda:Minabhutiomdalacelaungangifaki

kulento.AbantuekumeleukhulumenabouNonhle

noMzwakhe(Bigpleaseleavemeoutofthis,the

peopleyoushouldbetalkingtoaboutthisis

MzwakheandNonhle)

Hegetsup.

Ayanda:Ungangifakikwintoengahlangenenayo.

uMzwakhenoNonhleyiboabathatheisnqumo

sokuzixabanisanoPhindile,kungonakeleluthso

ungangifaki.(Don'tputmeinsomethingihave

nothingtodowith.MzwakheandNonhleboth

decidetofightwithherfornoreason,pleaseleave



meoutofthis)

Hegoesbackinside.

Mxolisi:Okay

Hewalksawayaswell.

Phindile

Samkelohasarrivedican'twaittoseethesign.I

madeamessinthere,itwasn'tsupposedtotake

thislongicingthecupcakes.Thereistoomany

peopleiamonedgeCynthiaispissingmeoff.

Samkelo:Whenyousaidmadeoutofalcohol

bottlesiwaslikeokayyouarecrazy.Thaniseeit

yeahyouarecrazy



Ilaugh.

Samkelo:Phindile

Heshowsmethedigitalversion.

Samkelo:Youonanotherlevel

Me:Youmakingmenervouswhyyouspeakinglike

that

Samkelo:Whereshouldweputit

Thabiso:Mommyyouneedhelp

Me:Noiwantyoutogoinsideanddon'tcomeout,

holdonSamkeloiwillhelpyourightnow



Ipushhimbackinside.Thatmanagestocheerme

up,hecannotseethesignitsasurprise.

Mzwakhe

Toavoidanyfrictionorfightingiretiredtomyroom.

Shewasn'tokayicantellshewishesshewasn't

here.Cynthiaentersslammingthedoorandthisis

whyiaminmybedroom.

Cynthia:Whatareyouthinkingabout

Me:Mmmm

Cynthia:Yourmilesaway

Phindilebutiamnotgoingtomentionthat.



Me:Nothingiamjustrestingidrankalot

Cynthia:Doineedtobeworried

Me:About

Cynthia:Mzwakheeverytimethisgirlisaround

yourworldstops

Iclosemyeyes.

Me:Idon'tlikeinsecuritiesifyoudon'thavefaithin

methanyougoingtohaveatoughtime

Cynthia:Whatdoesthatmean

Me:Cynthiahowlonghavewebeendating,havei

givenyouareasontodoubtme.Icanhaveasmany



b*tchsasiwantandyouwon'tevenknowaboutit

Cynthia:Wasyourexab*tch

Me:Thebest

Phindile

Ayanda:Thereyouareihavebeenlookingallover

foryou...Phindile

Me:Yessorryhowcanihelp

Ayanda:Youstayingrightican'tdothiswithoutyou

Me:Dowhat

Heshowsmearingwowthatshuge.



Me:Come

Weentermyprivatespaceigrabagrassmatand

layitout.Ireachforthecandleandanunderplate.

Me:"Youallgrownupiamproudofyou"wereyou

yourdad'sfavorite

Ayanda:YeahthanLindocame

Me:Pleaseacknowledgethatheisstepping

forwardandblessingthisunion,pleaselightthe

candleandtalktothem.Iamgoingtofetchwater

Ayanda:Mommy

Me:Introduceyourselfandtalktothem



Ayanda:Okay

Istepoutoftheroom.
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Sakhile

GivePhindileherflowersman.Shetransformedthe

outsideintoaidon'tevenhavewordstoexplainto

it,everyoneisleftstunned.

Me:Webafethuniyibonilekodwalentoengaphandle

(Didyouwhat'soutside)

Nonhle:Everythingshetouchesturnstogold

Me:Ey



Nonhle:Iamsadiwasn'tapartofthisplaning,

there'smoreilovethanworking

Thobani:OkayyeswenaMzwakhe

Thesetwothinkwestupidlikewedon'tseethem

sneakingofsomewhere,togosmasheachother.

Dotheyreallythinkwewerebornyesterday,iclear

mythroathebiteshislipandlooksather.

Me:Yaziwena

Mzwakhe:Ungangiphani

Thobani:Skhulu

Me:Ayshutupwena



Welaugh.Howdoyouclaimtohaveagirlfriend

thanbesmashingyouexsideinthesameroof.

Mzwakheihavenowordsforhim,ipullhimtothe

side.

Me:Skhulumanjeyinileoyenzayo

Mzwakhe:Stayoutofthisoneiknowwhatiam

doing

Hewalksawayisigh.

Thabiso

Itsgoingdowndownstairsandiamlockedinmy

roomlikeaprisoner.Ihearthekeysturningmywife

walksin.

Me:Wow



Olwethu:Didyourest,hadabathbecauseziyawa

ezansihereisyoursuit.ThiswassentbyPhindile

Me:Whatdididotodeservesuch

Olwethu:Youknowweneverreallycelebrated

anythinginthisfamilyuntilcamePhindile,things

changed.Ijustwantedtodosomethingforyouand

makeyoufeelspecialhusband

Me:Idofeelspecialwifeywithyoubymyside

Wekiss.

Olwethu:Okayshealsomadethesecufflinks

Igetdressed.



Me:Ngiyabonga

Olwethu:Anythingforyoumylove

Sheblindfoldsme.

Me:Ohokay

Sheholdsmyhandandweleave.

Me:Don'tletmefalldownthestairsnow

Olwethu:Really

Me:Whoknowswhenyouangryyouwishtothrow

metothewolves,wouldn'tyoulikethat



Welaugh.

Olwethu:Okay

Sheunfoldsmeandtheyscreamsurprise,iwhistle.

Nonhle:Amazingright

Me:Haibohaibothisismindblowing

Thepoolissurroundedbycandles,thetreeshave

lightsonthem.Phindilewalkstothefarendofthe

pool,mywifeholdsme.Sheremovesthedrape

coveringsomething,itshinesbright.

Me:OhmyGod



Thobani:Mommy

Theygocrazy.

Me:Isthatmynamemadeoutofbottles

Nonhle:Correctionalcohol

Me:Phindileallthisforme

Olwethu:Happybirthdaymylove

Myheartdrops.

Phindile

Idon'tstayaftersettingupbutbecauseAyandais

proposingIhadtostay.Drinkswereflowing



birthdaymanisoverthemoon.

Voice:Yougooddoineedtocomeover

IsmileandhappentolookatMzwakhe,hehasa

straightfaceon.Cynthiatoucheshishandhe

smilesandkissesit,ilaughasifiamsmilingathim

myphonerings.

Me:Wowdudeyoubeencallingme

Caller:Canwemeet

Igetbutterfliesinmystomach,icontinuesmiling

andhungup.Isavehisnumberandtexthim.He

callsilaughandexcusemyself.

Me:Whyyouruiningthings



Him:Whosaidiwantedtotextyou

Me:Iamatapartyandiamdrinking

Him:Idon'tcarecanwemeet

Me:Withthatattitudeidon'tthinkso

Him:Okay

Hehungsupyohnotanotherdramaqueen.Cani

notattractbadboysanymoreiamgood,theybring

menothingbutstressandheartbreakiamgood

now.Phamandlaenterswithaladywhoshe's

beautiful.

Phamandla:Awesomecomequickintroduction



mommythisisAneleceleAnelethismommy

Me:Wowshe'sbeautiful

Shesmilesweshakehands,hersburnshequickly

retrievesitback.

Anele:Nicemeetingyou

Theycontinuewalkingifollowbehindthem,wind

passesbymyentirebody.

Mzwakhe

Theladiesareenjoyingthemselvestakingpictures

withThabiso'sname.Cynthiaissulkingherebeside

meican'tbreathe.Phamandlajoinsuswhoisthis

babe.Sakhile,ThobaniandLindanistandup.



Phamandla:Heyfamily

Me:Whoisshe

Phamandla:Iwasgoingtobringhersomeother

timebutthisistheperfectmoment

She'sblushing.

Phamandla:FamilymeetAneleceleAnelethisis

myfamily

Anele:Sanibonaniforthebirthdayboy

Phindilesnatchesthegiftfromher,herhairisnow

flowingandblowingallkindsofsexy.

Phamandla:Somethingwrong



Phindile:Noiamresponsibleforthegifts

Phamandla:Youdidn'thavetosnatchitlikesome

uptightbitch

Haibo.

Phindile

Dealingwiththisisonlygoingtocausesomuch

drama.Icantellitsnotawareofmypresence,shit

Phamandlaisintheshacklesofthiscreature.I

can'tgohomeineedtostopdrinkingnow,idon't

havetrainingwhenitcomestothis.Thapelowas

supposedtohelpme,sincemystrengthisalittlebit

weak.

Ayandagetsupthegentsleanback.



Ayanda:Nonhleawungilandelelapho

Themomentoftruththeyfolloweachotherlikea

littlecoupleinlove.Nonhlelooksbreathtakingin

thatdress.

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Me:Iamnotsleepingwithyou

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Whoisonthatphonemakingyousmile

Me:Andile

Mzwakhe:NgizokubulalaPhindileungangilingi



Iwouldliketokillyoualso.

Mzwakhe:Qhubeka

Hewalksaway.Ayandagoesdownonhisoneknee

theladiesscream.

Olwethu:Bhengu,Dlabazane

Theyululateandstartdancing.Nonhleisbeside

herself,heshowsherthering.Sheputsherhand

out,heslidestheringineverybodygoescrazy.

Mzwakhe

IlookforPhindileinthemidstofallthiscelebration,

shewasrightnexttoThobanididshegoinside.



Me:Thobaniimamaliphikadeeladuzekwakho

Thobani:Calmdownshewillbeback

Hewalksawayfromme.

Cynthia:Theylooksobeautiful

Me:Excuseme

Iheadinsideandlookforher.

Me:Phindile..Mama

Whereissheienterthecontrolroomthere'snosign

ofher.



Me:Awmanjeushonephilomuntu

Iseefromthescreensheappearsfrombehindme

withherarmsfolded.Letshavesomelittlefun.
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Nonhle

Iamoverwhelmedwithemotionssooniamgoing

tobeabhengu.Awholebhengucanitgetany

better,itallstillfeelssosurrealjusttheothertimei

thoughtiwaslosinghimnowiammarryingtheguy.

Ayanda:Alreadyperformingwifeduties

Hehugsmefrombehind.

Me:Honeyi'vebeenperforming



Hechuckles.

Ayanda:YoubetterbereadynowtobeMrsAyanda

Bhengu

Me:Yebobaba

Welaugh.

Thabiso:Awusukamadodakwazekwakufanela

ukubalayikhaya

Mzwakhe:Smellsniceto

Me:Stopityoumakingmeblush

Mzwakhe:SiyabongaMrstobeakazenimbona

uPhindile



Everyonelooksathimandlaughs.

Mzwakhe:Hawunihlekani

Thabiso:Ngilambilekeminangifunaukudlamase

ngivulaamapresentami

Whereisshebythewayshedidn'teven

congratulateme,orallowustocelebrate.

Phindile

Thethingihadtodowastogetawayfrom

Mzwakhe.Ilockedmyselfinthetheaterroom,iwas

watchingcartoons.Iimmediatelyfeelherbadspirit,

ihavetoapproachherwithcautionandnotshow

anysignofweakness.Thesecreaturesareableto

smellmyweaknessanduseittotheiradvantage,

mynumberonepriorityismakingsurePhamandla



issafe.

WhyisThapelobeingsilent.Istepoutofthetheater,

Cynthiaandmxmwillbemybiggestdistraction.

ThisbetternotbeThapelo'sillusionagain,thistime

iwon'thaveaproblemkillinghim.

Linda:Awimama

Me:Whatyouguyseating

Linda:Ziyangichazaiynwelezakhongath

ngakubhebha

Thabiso:Lindani

Helaughs.



Phamandla:SoThabisodidyouloveyourgiftmy

babywassothoughtful

Thabiso:Somanypresentswaitingformewhat's

sospecialabouther's

Anele:Okayboocalmdownitwasanepicnight

Phamandla:Mommywhatdoyouthink

Me:Youcareaboutwhatithinkwasn'tib*tchto

youdoctorbae

Phamandla:Kubeukushelelakolimingiyaxolisa

kakhulu

Igrabasausageandwalkawayiwanttomakeit

feelwelcomedasthiswillbeitslastday,inAnele's



body.

Nonhle

Shedidn'tevenacknowledgemeandthatbrokemy

heart,butanywaysthisbigrockinmyfingeris

doingthemost.Igetitnowwhyhewasactingall

weird,hewastakingabigstepinhislifeandiso

happyhechosemetodothislifethingwithhim.

Cynthia:Nonhleright

Isigh.

Me:Yeshowcanihelp

Cynthia:Wellifyoufreesomedayicansetupaspa

datejustthetwoofus



Me:Why?

Cynthia:Justtogettoknowmealittlemore

Me:Noiamgood

Cynthia:Youneedtounderstandheiswithmenow

Me:Andthatsexactlywhyiamnotgoingtotryand

evenworkthingsoutwithyou.Youthetypeofb*tch

fewmonthsdowntheline,youandyourmanwill

alienateyourselfbecauseohwedon'tlikeyou

Cynthia:BalaamagamaakhoNonhle

mawukhulumanami

Me:Noyouwatchyourwordsb*tch,ifMzwakhe

wantstohecanleaveyouhighanddrylikethat



Cynthia:Youdon'tknowmeyoudon'tknowmy

relationshipwithMzwakhe.Younotgoingtocall

menob*tch,there'snoneedtodisrespectme.Stop

actinglikewefuckingthesamethesameman

Ihavenocomebacks.

Phindile

Iclearmythroatandinterrupttheresmooch

session.

Me:Iwasn'tquitemyselfthismorningyouknowbut

ifyouwillallowme.Iwillmakeituptoyou

Anele:Whocansaynotogoodchampagne

Phamandla:Whydon'tigiveyouladiesspacetoget



toknoweachother.Mommyipromiseyougoingto

likeher.

We'llsee.

Me:Youenjoyingyourselfaren'tyou

Anele:Ifyoumeanimtakingadvantageof

Phamandlayouwrong.Ilovehimandiwanttobe

withhim

Itouchherhanditburnssheretractsherhandback.

Itrytotouchitagainshekicksmehardonmygut,i

landhardonthepiller.Sheisunawarebutthe

creatureis,igetupandchargeather.Shegrabs

twopansandswingsthem,iduckdownshedents

therefrigerator.

Anele:Doyouknowwhoiam



Me:Nodoyouknowwhoiam

Sheputsthepansdown.

Anele:Mymaniswaitingformeiamgoingtotell

himwehadagreatconversation

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Igrabherhairintoafistthanherlegandthrowher

acrosstheroom.Shegoesflyingthroughthe

slidingdoor,theglassshatters.Myjobisto

eliminateallofthecreaturescreated.

Phamandla:Anele

Herushestoher.



Phamandla:Babywhatdidyoudotoheryouanimal

Anele:Sh....Sh....Shehitme

Hegetsupwithsomuchrageandslapsme.Ican't

worryaboutthat,ineedtogetthiscreatureoutof

Anele'sbody.Shegetsupandlaughs.

Anele:Nowiknowwhoyouareiwaswondering

whymyhandkeptburning

ShelooksatPhamandlawhohasfainted.

Anele:Thisisawasteoftime,bythetimeiamdone

withthisfamily.Youwon'tbeabletorecognize

them



Me:Thatwillneverhappenwhileiamstillalive,

Fightmeshowmewhoyouare

Anele:Likeiamgoingtofallforthat

ItransformintoMamba

Me:Ifiwinyoudie

Anele:IfiwiniamtakingMambaright

Me:Fairenough

Anele:Andhoneywedon'tdiewemultiplethisis

goingtobefun

Shehopsaway.



Me:Tonight

Shecomesbackflyinginmyface.

Me:Tonightornodeal

Anele:Youbetterhaveinsurancebecauseiam

takingyouout

Shedisappears.IdragPhamandla'sbodyintothe

poolwithme.

Nonhle

Myasswastakentocourtsheranandwentto

complainaboutmetoMzwakheandhewas

roastingmyass.



Mzwakhe:Datingmybrotherandbeingaskedyour

handinmarriage,doesn'tgiveyoutherightto

disrespectherortalktoheranyhow.Don'tyoudare

fuckwithmeNonhleiamnotyourfriend

Hewalksawaybreathingfire,mykneesfailmeifall

onthecouch.

Me:Didhejusttalktomelikethat

IreceivedamessagefromVumileyeahideservea

breakfromthishouse.

Me:WhereisPhindilewhenyouneedherwow
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Phindile

Itwasatensenightthewindwasblowingcrazy,the



oceanwasgushingveryvulgar.Ifeltveryconfident

thatiwasgoingtodefeatthiscreature,shecomes

flyingintheairmakeabigloudlandingsound.

Anele(Creature):Ithoughtiwasstrongerthanthan

guessnotprincess

Me:Showmeyourtrueself

Anele(Creature):Younotreadyforthat

Iwalkaway.

Anele(Creature):Okay

Itreleasesitselffromherbody.Mambaawakens,

theyquicklyremoveAnele'sbodynowitsjustme

andthisshadow.



Voice:Listentoyourstrength

Sakhile

Ayandacalledmesofastpanickingthehousewas

inshambles,brokenglasseverywhere.Who

damagedtherefrigeratornow,ihopeMzwakheand

phindilewerenotfighting.

Mzwakhe:Idon'tunderstandthisdoorisshatter

proof

Ayanda:Uhmyouguysmightwanttoseethis

Helooksatmeithinkhemeanttocallmeonlyandi

tookmysweettime.Weturnourattentiontothe

screenheplaysthevideo,wewatcheverything

unfold.Myeyesarebeyondshocked.



Cynthia:She'sfightinginnocentpeoplenow

Mzwakhe:ThulawenawherethefuckisPhamandla

Me:Ithinkweneedtocalmdownsomethingbig

andbeyondusisgoingon

Mzwakhe:UmshayengempamaSakhile

Me:Iknowwegoingtokillhimletsallsettledown

anddon'ttouchanything

Phindile

Itwaslosinganditdidn'tlikethatitcreatedmultiple

fireballsandshotthematme.Iraisedmyhandup

andformedthemintooneballthanthrewitbackat

it.Itwentdowninsize,itgotmadthegroundstarts

shaking,ithrowasmanyfireballasicanatit.



Me:Mamba

Ithrewmytridentupintheairandtransformed.The

wind,waterandsandstarttoformatornado,ican't

see.Iclosemyeyesandusemysenses,itfeel

comingtowardsmewithfirejustwhenitsaboutto

releasethefireball.Iwrapmysnakebodytightly

arounditsbody.

Itsoundstheonlymelodythatcankillme,ifeelmy

griploosening.Myskincrawls,mybodyweakens.I

falldown.

Voice:Nkosazane

Voice:Giveitupprincessyoudonefor

Voice:Fightmyqueen



Ifullytransformthethreesnakesappear,wewrap

ourselvesaroundtheshadow.

Me:Idon'tthinksogotohellandtakeyourfriends

withyou

Ilodgemyspearstraightintoitsglowingpart,

twistingandpushingdeepintoitssourceoflife.

Theshadowburnsigodownonmykneesandpray.

Sakhile

MikeTysonoverheremiraculouslydecidedtoshow

up,whatwashethinkingandwhatwasseriously

goingoninhishead.SizweenterscarryingPhindile

andanothercarryingMikeTysonsgirlfriend.

Sizwe:Comequickgetonyourkneesandwhisper

tellthemtocomeback,quicklywedon'thavemuch



time

Theydothatandtheybothwakeupgasping.

Sizwe:Youdidit

Theyholdhandsisshecrying.

Me:OhmyGodshewas

Sizwe:Possessedhadwewaitedanylongerhe

wouldhavebeendead

Me:Ohmygoodness

Sizwe:Youwillhearfromafterthreedays.Thapelo

willcomeback,makesureyouthreearebyherside

atalltimes.Untileitherofuscomeback



Me:Mommy

Lindokuhlekneelsbeforeherhelooksather,like

sheistheonlythingthatmatters.

Mzwakhe

Soshefoughtacreatureandnoneofuswere

awareofthat.Ipourmyselfashotofvodkaand

downit,igrabthebottleandmakemywayoutside.

Irollmypantsupthandipmyfeetintothepool,

pouringanothershot.

NumberoneAyandaisgoingtomurderme,idon't

careCynthiaaskedpolitelyiftheycouldhangout.

Nonhledidn'tneedtobenasty.Secondthisthing

withPhindileihavetostopit,iambeing

disrespectfultowardsthebothofthemandthey

don'tdeservethat.Lastbutnotleastiamgoingto

sithereandfinishthisbottle.



Thobanijoinsmebutsitsontheotherside.Lindani

joinsto,andlastlymybestfriendhesitsnexttome.

Me:Bottomsup
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Fewdayslater

Phindile

Wegrabourplatesandheadtothelounge.

Mxolisi:Sokegcino

Me:Thisissogood

Mxolisi:HowareyoudoingyouandMzwakhewhat



isgoingon

Me:Heiswithsomeoneelsewhatyoumeanwhat

isgoingon

Mxolisi:Gcino

Me:NoMxolisiiamnotgoingtobegforamanifhe

doesn'twantmethansobe

Mxolisi:Thatmanlovesyoueveryonecanseeitso

whyyoulettingthingsgettothispointgcinocome

on

Mzwakhethinkspeoplearedisposableheisdoing

things,thinkingheisgoingtogetmebackoriwill

runtohim.Mzwakheishighmaintenance,his

ancestorsarehighmaintenancewhichonedoi

choose.



Mxolisi:Itsbecauseyounotcrying,youbottling

thingsupthatiswhyheisgoingtocontinuebeing

withthatgirl.Idon'tlikehersheisnothistype

Me:Welltheytogethersoyeah

Cynthia

Thehouseisquiettodayforthefirsttimesincei

havebeenhere.Finallyigettobreathicouldn't

evenheremyownthoughts,ifitsnottheirstupid

mommy,itstheseladiesdisrespectingand

Mzwakhesayingnothing.

Me:Whereiseveryone

Mzwakhe:Theyleft



Me:Finallywehavesomealonetimeandthehouse

toourselves

Mzwakhe:Theyleftbecauseofyou

Me:Whatdidido

Mzwakhe:YoumademefightwithNonhle

Me:Shewasbeingmeananddisrespectfulcome

onwhyiseveryonemakingsuchabigdealoutof

this

Mzwakhe:Wenotdoingthisifyoudon'twanttoget

toknowmyfamily.Fineputyourfocusonour

relationship,butdon'tyoudarewhentheystart

doingtheirownthingandyoufeelleftoutthanyou

complain



Me:IsthisbecauseofPhindile

Mzwakhe:DoyouseePhindilehereitoldyou

impressthemandeveryoneelseisgo

Me:Fineifthat'swhatyouwant.Iwilltrytomend

relationshipwiththem

Heshakeshishead,theboyscomerunningin.He

isalreadyupwithhisgun.

Mzwakhe:Whatsgoingon

Mvelo:Wedon'tknowacarwaschasingus

Hisphoneringsamamaflashesthroughhisscreen.

Nonhle



Whenicamehereithoughtiwasn'tgoingtobe

welcomedwithopenarms.Ididmyfamilypretty

wrongandtheyalittlehesitantonbuildinga

relationshipwithme.ButafterAyandaohmanwe

inagoodplace.

Me:Heisjustamazingmaipromisenothinglike

whatiwentthrough

Ma:Ngiyabonaindlelaamuthandangayoubaba

wakho(Icantellthewayheloveshim)

Me:Ngiyabongama(Thankyoumom)

Anotherpersonwhowishedformetohappysince

thedaywemetisPhindile,herandiareatoddsand

imissher.

Vumile:Nono



Me:Heyboo

Vumile:Uyashada

Ismile.

Vumile:Mustbeagoodmanfordadtolikehim

Welaugh.

Lethu:Yiningezimotoeziwuthousand(Whatswith

themillioncars)

Vumile:Aphelezeleinkosazane

Lethu:WhoNono



Helaughs.Istepoutiamhopingsheanswersmy

call.

Phindile

Icouldbarelykeepmyeyesopenafterthe

conversationwithMxolisi,somethinghappened.He

rushedovertogocheckonhisboys,youknowi

thinkheshouldwaittilltheyfinishschoolandhe

comesbackwhentheystartvarsitylife.

Myphonerings.

Me:Hi

Nonhle:Hi

Me:Iheardthroughthegrapevinesthatyougetting



married

Nonhle:Youknowthisguyheproposedtomeand

myheartcouldn'thandleit

Me:Congratulations

Nonhle:Imissyou

Me:Whereyouat

Nonhle:HomeMzwakhewentoffonme

Me:What

Nonhle:Hetoldmeifieverwanttoliveimust

watchwhatisay



Me:Hesaidthat

Nonhle:Andmoresoidecidedtogetfreshair

Me:Mmmigotanotherincomingcall

IhunguponNonhle.

Me:Hi

Mzwakhe:Whyyounotansweringyourphone

Me:IwasonthephonewithNonhle

Mzwakhe:Okayiamcomingover



Me:Thehellyouare

Ihungupineedtoleavebeforehefindsme.

Thapelo

Iwaslookingatherthroughthemirror,shedid

good.Iunderstandtheritualwillstrengthenher

powers,butweheretoassistandshewilldojust

fine.

Kedi:Youcan'tstayawayfromthemirrorevenfor

onesecond

Ismileatherandwatchhermakeherwaytowards

me.

Kedi:Whatistroublingyou



Me:Iamgoingtoawayforaverylongtimeandi

amnotsureiwanttodoit

Kedi:Thapelothewarriorbackingdownfroma

challenge

Ichuckle.

Kedi:Yougoingbyyourself

Me:Nomybrothersareaccompanyingme

Kedi:Wowmustbeseriousifallofyouaregoing

Iamstartingtothinkmaybetheymadeabad

decision.

Kedi:Takeagoodlookatyourself.Areyougoingto



behappyknowingthatyoubackedoutofa

situationthatneededyouknowingverywell,that

youdon'thavetodoitbutbecausesomewherein

yourheart.Youbelievethatitwillworkoutjustgot

togiveitthatpush,thatThapelopush

Iexhale.

Kedi:Thereisareasonwhyyouareaking,thereis

areasonwhyyouwerechosentohelp.Don'tignore

itbecauseyoudoubtit,trustandbelieveitwillwork

outintheend

Sheisrightineverbackdownfromachallenge,

thatthroneismine.
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Nonhle

Irunoutsideandjumponher.Weholdhandsand



jumpgoingincircleslikelittlechildren,withoutheri

feltemptyandlonely.Shecompletesmewego

insidesheululates.

Phindile:Haibokuyashadwalayikhaya(Itsa

wedding)sanibonani

Dad:Sawubonantokazi

Me:MababauPhindilelo,phindileumamanobaba

Phindile:Ngiyajabulaukunazi(Nicetomeetyou)

Ma:HaiboSibiya

Welaugh.Heisstaringathersmilingandblushing.

Dad:Awkodwankosikaziubuhleobungaka(Ohmy



lovelywife,somuchbeauty)

Ma:Muhleyenaimpela

MyphonebeepsitsamessagefromMzwakhe

"Lalelakekubekhonaintoezosixabanisaelapho

hmm"(Listentherebetternotbeanythingthatwill

makeusfight,whileshe'sthere)

Ishetiredofthreateningmeireplyback."okay"

Mybrothersaregoneanywayandwegoingback

hometomorrow.

Mzwakhe

Ikeeptellingherwhatsheneedstodoandshe

doesn'twanttolisten.Myfamilyisbrutalevenin

crazysituationstheylaugh,soifshecomeswithan

attitudetheywillendupnotlikingherandthatis



goingtohurtme.Shedecidednottotalktomenow

ihavetoapologize.Ihatedatingatleastwith

phindileshedidn'tcare.

Ilaugh,theylookatme.

Me:Guyscanyoujustforsakeofpeacecomeback

andplease,pleasepleaseiwilldoanythingyou

wantmetodo

Agungoesof.

Me:Okunyebafethuno

Itgoesofagain.

Me:Iwillreconsider...Ayayiamnotreconsidering

thatsheknowswhatshehastodo



Zethu:Sawubona

Me:Heysweetiepie

Zethu:Wouldyoulikeanything

Me:Okwamiokwezandlamommy

WhatdoesCynthialoveanyways.

Nonhle

KnowingPhindileshedoesn'tbreakshewillkeepit

moving,wewererestingandcatchingup.Myphone

ringsahthefianceiscallingme.

Me:Heyfiance



Ayanda:Heyfiance

Me:Mmm

Ayanda:Whenyoucomingback

Me:Inaweekorso

Hecries.

Me:GobondwithLuyandaiamsurehehatesme

Heshoutsinthebackgroundidoandtheylaugh.

Me:Imissyoutoomylovebutiamcomingback

soon



Ayanda:Okaymommy..Mama

Phindile:Eyongiyekewena

Welaugh.

Me:Youwanttogopreparefoodwhilewegooverit

withaglassofwine

Phindile:Idon'tdrinkandidon'twanttostartnow

becauseiwon'tstop.IwouldbewantingMzwakhe

topleasuremealldaylong

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Ifhegivesmeareasonworthyenough

than,thanmaybewecandowhathewants



WhatsareasonworthyenoughforPhindile

Mzwakhe

Ifshewantsareasoniwillgiveheroneandiam

goingtomakeitmemorable.

Her:WelcometoEvensjewelryhowmayibeof

assistance

Me:Heygirliamlookingforsomethinggorgeous

andsomethingthatsays.Iamagolddiggerandi

gotarichman

Shelaughs.

Her:Youcometotherightplacebeforewecarryon

wouldyoulikeitdesignedorchoosefromthe



display

Me:Letschoosefromthedisplay

Her:Ifyoucomethissidethisisthegoodstuff

Shepullsoutafewcasesiseeonethatamazesme.

Her:Doyouknowhersize

Ilookatherandsigh.

Me:Wowthisisalot

Her:Willmyhandsworkoryoushowmeapicture

andwecanworkwiththat



Me:Ilikeyou

Phindile

Mybodyfeelsweirdmyheartstartsbeatingfast,all

ofasuddeniamfeelinganxiouslikesomethingbad

isgoinghappenandiamnotgoingtolikeit.

Nonhle:Youokay

Me:Idon'tknowigotthisweirdfeelinginmyheart

Nonhle:MzwakhesleepingwithCynthiaagain

Me:Mzwakhesleepswitheveryonebutthisisa

differentkindoffeeling,likeitsgoingbreakmy

heart

Nonhle:Whatisthatboyuptonow



Welaugh.

Me:Ihonestlydon'tfeelokaylikesomebodybroke

myheart

Nonhle:Haibouyakhalayini

Me:Nonhleidon'tknowwhatisgoingon

Welaugh.

Me:Givemeasecondiwillberightback

Iexitoutthebackican'tusemypowers,whatis

goingonthisisnotgood.
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Phindile

Iarrivehomeandsomebodyiswaitingformeby

thedoor.Whatishedoinghereidon'twantany

trouble,ishakemyheadandstepoutofthecar.I

needtofindawaytonewhousesomewhere

nobodywilleverknow.

Me:WhyareyouhereAndile

Andile:Weneedtotalksoopenthedoor

Hecomesclosetomybody.

Me:Andile

Iunlockthedoorweenter,hespanksmyass.



Me:Boy

Helaughs.

Me:Areyouforrealrightnow

Icallmybrother.

Nonhle

WehadtoleaveearlyPhindile'sthingswerestarting

andididn'twanttostressmyfamilyout.Sheis

hecticandthingscangethectic,theyseemeand

ululate.

Me:Stop

IknowAyandaisdyingtofindouthoweverything

went.Momanddaddefinitelywanttoseehim,



especiallymom.Dadishookedandalreadyblinded

withthebhengucoins.

Ayanda:Hambekahle

Hekissesmycheek.

Thabiso:Ahhlookatthesetwo

Thanhischeeksfalliknowwhatheisthinking

about.

Thabiso:Akusenan

Me:Wellitdefinitelywasawelldeservedtrip.I

talkedtobothofthemandapologized,they

welcomedmebackhome



Ayanda:Thatsgood

Me:Andmotherwouldlovetomeetyou

Hesmileshowinghisgorgeousdimple.

Me:Thatshowthingswent

Ayanda:Iamgladatleastwehaveadirection

Me:Sowhatdidyoudowithoutme

Hechuckles.

Mzwakhe:Yewenayindabamacamera

engasebenzila



Heshovesaphoneonhischest,iexcusemyself.I

amgoingtokeepmydistancefromMzwakheand

hislady,hecomesorshecomesigotheotherway.

Phindile

Webothhavebeenshownwhatourfuturewould

liketogether,butitisuptousifwewishtostart

something.Mendon'tdeservemehowever

charmingtheycanbe,iwantthemtostayaway

fromme.

Andile:Manjeithiniintokazi

Me:Idon'twanttobewithyou

Andile:Ouch

Me:Yeahidon'tknowwhatyousaw,butformeay

noyoutoomuchican't



Andile:Younotevengivingmeachance

Me:Idon'twanttowenevergoingtoworkAndile.

Wetotallyoilandwater

Andile:Phindileyoureallygoingtogiveadamn

aboutwhatMzwakhesays.Icanguaranteeyouhe

doesn'tcareaboutyoutohimyoujustanother

b*tchforgivemeifcomingsideways

Idon'texpectanyonetounderstandtheythink,they

knoweverythingbutthismuchdeeperthantheir

wildestimagination.

Hecomesovertheislandwelookateachother.

Hekissesme.



Thapelo'sworld

Thapelo

Ifiamgoingtobedoingthisiamdoingitmyway.

Ifmeansdestroyingthewholeclanthansobeit,i

willtrymybesttohelpthequeensheisnotgoingto

likeme.Iundressasgogosaysthepraisescalling

alltheBhengu's,iwalktowardstheriver.

Gogo:PhakamaniboBhengunansiinkosanaiza

kunina.Yikhanyiselenikuloluhambohlalaningayo

boBhengu...Bhengu,Ngcolosi,Shongololo,

kaDlabazane,kaNgwane,kaNephu,kaLamula...

MambayiminaundlunkuluBhengu,ngisabelakuwe

ngicelakuweibekeleleinkosana(Risehereisyour

kingcomingbeforeyou.Shinelightuponhis

journeyleadhim,guidehim.Mambaitsmeyour

queeniamcallingonyou,protecthim)



Ireachthemiddleoftheriverandgounder...

Mambariver

Sizwe

MawastalkingtotheBhengu'sitakemyclothesof

andmakemywayintotheriver.

Masthole:SabelaniboBhengunanguumvikeli

wethuezakuni.Mkhayiseleni,vulaniindlela.

Siyavumakukhokonkeenikushoyo.Bhengu,

Ngcolosi,Shongololo,Mambaumkhuluwena.

YiminaindodakaziyoBhengu,ngisabelakuwe

ngicelakuwemuvikele(Comeforthhereisour

protector.Shinelightuponhim,guidehim)

Ireachthemiddleoftheriverandgounder.



Mzwakhe

Theatmospherehascompletelychanged.The

camerasatherhousewerenotworking,something

wasjustuneasyhereandihavetogocheckitout.

"Sitdown"

Ilookathim.

Lindo:Uhlukanilenayeaganiuyaphpho,mawusuka

langiyoyenzaibenzimaimpiloyakhoMzwakhe

(Youbrokeupwithher,whereyougoingnow.Ifyou

leaveiamgoingtomakeyourlifeveryimpossible)

Isthisdadtalkingorhim.

Lindo:Trymengekesilungiselamasewenaufuna

ukumoshayonkinto,hlalaphansiMzwakhe(We

can'tbefixingandthanyouwanttodestroy



everything,sitdown)

Alwaystrustyourgutfeeling,theseancestorscan

comeatmehowevertheywantbringit.Iwalkout

andgetinmycar,pleaseletmenotkillanyone.
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Phindile

IjustgotcrushingnewsAndilegotintoacar

accident.Mybodyisshakenmymindisdisturb

whowoulddothis,idon'tknowifishouldgosee

himorwillthatcauseproblems.

Langa:Ihopewemadeitright

Hehandsmeacupofcoffeeitakeasipand

immediatelyspitthethingout.



Langa:Iguessnot

Ilaughiappreciatethemfortryingtocheermeup

butthisisnasty.Icantastealittlebitofsalta

chunkofsugar,whataretheydoinginmykitchen.

Thapelo:Younotgoingtothathospital

Me:JustfortwominutesLangaandKGcancome

withme

Kagiso:Isthatacutenameforme

Thapelo:Cutenamewaniyounotgoingtothe

hospital

Ipout.



Cynthia

Ifiguredishouldtrythisbuildingarelationshipwith

theladiesonelasttime.Nonhlewasmakingfood,i

exhaleoutandapproachher.

Me:Nonhle

Shelooksatme.

Me:Waitpleasedon'tgoplease.Iunderstandi

cameacrossasaggressiveandusedtheiam

datingthebigbrothercard,butyouladiesarejust

notgivingmeachance

Nonhle:Sowetheoneswhohavetogettoknow

you

Me:Ithoughteveryonewasagainstme



Nonhle:Thatfoolalreadybroughtyouintothe

housethefamilyandyoudon'tthinkthatsenough

Me:Adooverplease

Nonhle:Iamnotgoingtolikejustthrowingitout

therebutintermsofgoingforward.Wecanwork

somethingout,tellyourmantoallowmetogoto

work.ConvincehimtoletPhindilehangoutwithus

Me:Onethingatatime

Shehasthatintimidatinglookbutiamnotgoingto

crack,hergoingtoworkfinethatgirlcominghere

farfromhappening.Ismileandwalkaway.

Phindile



HejustneededalittlebitofapushofcourseLanga

andKGcamewithmetothehospital.Weenterhis

wardandheisseeminglyfine,heseesmeand

smilesandfrownsagain.

Me:Youjustgoingtohavetoacceptit

Andile:Sayswho

Ihughimhishandgoesdownandsqueezemybutt.

Me:Andile

Andile:Nowwhyisthatmonkeytryingtokillme

Me:Hehadnobusinesscomingovertomyhouse

somethingsweregoingonwhichican'ttellyou.He

sawsomethingsandyeah,butiamgladyouokay



notmuchhappened

Andile:Ismyfacestillcute

Me:Veryhandsomedarling

WhatshouldhavebeendonebyMzwakheandi

wasdonebyotherpeople.Thisisgoingtobealong

journey.

Voice:Phindile

Me:Okayihavetogonow

Hesmiles.

Cynthia



Hisangerseemstohavecalmdownhedidn'tspare

meatall,andiamprettysureithadeverythingto

dowiththatPhindile.Idon'tunderstandreallywhy

iseveryonesoconcernedandconsumedbyher.

Me:SoitalkedtoNonhle

Mzwakhe:And

Me:Canyouallowhertogotoworksowecanwork

onthisrelationship

Mzwakhe:Youokaywiththatbecausetheonly

thingtheygoingtobetalkingaboutisyou,andhow

muchtheydislikeyou

Me:WehavetostartsomewhereMzwakheyou

can'tkeepprotectingmeandican'tkeeponacting

uptight



Helooksatme.

Me:Pleasepleaseplease

Igetupandkisshimallhisface.

Mzwakhe:Okayokayshecangoback

Me:Thankyoubaby

Nonhleiamcomingforyou.

Mzwakhe

Theidiotsurvivedgotofwithoutascratchonhis

face.



Sakhile:Okaythat'senoughdrinkingforyoukanti

yini

Me:Heshouldhavedied

Sakhile:WhyyougoingafterAndile,Mzwakhe

Me:Wouldyoukeepquietwhenidecidetofuck

Nothandowouldyoukeepquiet

Sakhile:Whatdoesitmatteryouguysarenot

together

Me:Ishouldhavemadesurehewasdeadwhy

wouldshedothistome

Sakhile:Stopdoingthistoyourselfandmoveon



Me:Everyonecandowhatevertheywantnowi

don'tcare

Myhearthasneverbeenthisbroken.

Sakhile:Lindopleasetalktoyourbrother

Lindo:Iwarnedhimnottogoanywhere

Me:Fuckyou

Phindileshe'sdeadtome.
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Phindile

Theroudynoisegoingoninmyhouseisannoying

me.Igetupandmakethebedandheadtothe

bathroom,ibrushmyteeththanhittheshower.I



feellikeiamnotgoingtolikethisday...

Ifinishupandheaddownstairs,theykeepquiet.

Me:Ohpleasedon'tstoponmyaccount

Thapelo:Ohsorrydidwewakeyouupiapologize

Me:Sarcasmdoesn'tsuityou

Thapelo:Idon'tknowwhatthatisbutthankyou

Me:Andhowareyouguysdoing

Them:Wealright

Me:Iamgoodcomeletslearnthehuman



experience

Myphonerings,ilookatandletitring.

Thapelo:Langawhatiswrongwithyou

Me:Aretheregymsinyourworld

Theygivemeblankstaresdammittheseguysare

fine,theywellbuiltnottallliketheotherbhengu's.

Theyhavegorgeousnaughtyeyes,justabunchof

darkchocolatedeliciousness.

Me:Workingout,youknowyouhaveeverygirls

dreambody

Thapelo:Don'tyoumeanyou



Iliveforabsilikeamanwithasixpack,strong

arms,notamanwithabiggut.IliftLanga'stopand

runmyhanddownhisstomach,mykneesgoweak.

Thapelo:Okay

Hepullsmeawayfromhimwelaugh.

Mzwakhe

Wewerehavingalovelymorningallbecausei

snappedoutofmymoodiness.Idon'tknowwho

wasifoolingthinking,Phindileisgoingtochange

withoutmetellingherto.IlookatCynthiaieither

amgoingtomakethebiggestmistakeofmylifeor

thestartofagreatfuture.

Nonhle:SoCynthiadidyouhavetimetotalkabout

whatwediscuss



Cynthia:Ididn'tsayitwasgoingtohappen

overnight

Linda:Aywena

Cynthia:Imayhavementioneditinpassingthats

uptohim

Okayshe'sslowlylearning.

Nonhle:Weedon'tbotheryourselfiamgood,iwon't

die

Herphonerings.

Nonhle:Wowwhoisthat

"Sawubonamakoti"



"Sowhatamidoing"

Nonhle:Goaheadfindareplacementvele

nginendodaenemaliizonginakekela

Shelaughsandgetsup.

Nonhle:Theythinkiamgoingtokeepbeggingthem

Me:Don'tworryyouhandledthisverygood

Shesmilesiholdherhand.

Thapelo

PhindileandLangahavebeengoneforeverwhatis

takingthemsolong.Iamstartingtogetworried,

Nqobicomesandsitsnexttome.



Nqobi:Iknowthatlookwhatareyouuptonow

Me:Whydoyoualwaysassumethat

Nqobi:BecauseyourThapeloandiknowyou

Ilaugh.

Me:No

Nqobi:Thapelopleasedon'tdoanythingstupid

Me:Youhaveanideaofwhatiamdoingsowhatis

theproblem

Nqobi:Nojustbecarefulmanidon'twantanything



tohappentoyou

Me:NcooohgoopenthedoorandhelpPhindile

Nqobi:Yaziwena

Myheartisagainstmywholeplanandithinkiam

fallingforher,comeonThapelofocus.Sheenters

andleavessomethingonthetable.

Me:Ithoughtyourunawayiwasgettingworried

Phindile:Idon'tfeelokayifeellikemyheartis

detaching

Me:Idon'tseeanything

Shegetsclosertomybodyandlaysherheadon



mychest.Icanhearherheartbeatingsofast,what

couldthismean.

Mzwakhe

Iclosetheboxandhideitinoneofthedrawer

aroundthebed.Mzwakhewhatareyoudoing,this

isgoingtohurtthefamilyman.Isighokayokay

holdon.

Me:Lindokuhle

Heappearsoutsidemybalcony.

Me:Pleasetellmewhatisawisnottrue

Lindo:Itsnottrue

Me:Lindokuhle



Lindo:AmadloziebebusyMzwakhengakutshela

ngathungayindawowenawenzan.(theancestors

wereatworkitoldyounottogoanywhere,whatdid

youdo)yeshemayhavebeentherebutshethrew

himout

Isigh.

Lindo:Mzwakhepleasedon'tiambeggingyoudo

notproposetoher

Hekneelsdown.

Phindile

Idon'tunderstandwhatthatanxietywasabout.I

amfeelingmuchbetternow,myphonerings.



Me:Hello

Mzwakhe:Iamcomingover

Hehungsup.

Me:Thedarkcloudismakingitswaypeople

Ireceiveaworkemailawesome.

Nonhle

MyfirstLadycalledtocheckonme.Ayanda

alreadypaidlobolaforme,idon'thaveaproblem

withthatthesoonerwegetmarriedthebetter.I

don'twanttoenduplikePhindile,ilaugh.

Ayanda:Yinisudliwaamafufunyane



Ilaugh.

Me:Iamjustthinkingidon'twantyoutoenduplike

Mzwakheiamsorry

Ayanda:Iwon'tbelikehimifitevercomestothat

point.Iwilltrytobeasrespectfulanddowhat

Mzwakhedoes

Me:Yougottogiveittohimheisthebestatwhat

hedoes

Ayanda:Youwonderwhysimbizauhlanyo

Me:Iwouldlovetohearabouthichildhoodandhow

Welaugh.



Me:Weshouldn'tbelaughinglikethis

Ayanda:Thisissimplehewilldrivehercrazytothe

pointofnoreturn.Allshehastodoiskneelbefore

thedudeandeverythingwillgobacktonormal

Me:Iamhappysheisnotfallingforthatcrap

Ayanda:Canyoubehappyandkneelbeforemy

dudeandeverythingwillbeokay

Me:Ithoughtyouwouldneverasked

Hesmirks.
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Phindile

AsmuchasiloveandadoreMzwakhe,wehaveto



keepourdistance.Ifheisnotwillingorpreparedto

letgoofCynthia,thanmyhandsaretiedalso.I

won'tbemadeafoolandidefinitelywon'tbe

treatedlikethis,thefactthatiamnotchasingafter

himgivesmesomuchstrength.Thapelocomes

closetomyfaceandperksmylips.

Thapelo:Whatareyoustaringat

Iclearmythroat.

Me:Whydidn'tyouhaveaproblemwithMzwakhe

cominghere,likeyoudowhenAndiledoes

Thapelo:Theendgoalhereistohaveyoubackin

thathouseandwecannotaffordtoloseyou

Me:Thapelo



Thapelo:Nkosazane

Me:Finefoodisready

Thapelo:Relaxyougoingtobefine

Welookateachotherandsmile.

Sakhile

Mzwakheisgoingthroughthemostheneedsallof

usrightnow,butwhy?Wemustnursehisbruised

egoandtheonlypersonwhocandoit,wellisnot

here.Phindileshouldkillusallandnotworryabout

thecurse,noiamjoking.

Cynthia:SanibonanikhonaokewabonauMzwakhe

Theyignoreher.Shelooksatmeshedoesn'tthinki



amgoingtotellhernow.Nonhlecomessingingina

happymood.

Cynthia:NonhlehaveyouseenMzwakhe

Nonhle:HewenttogofuckPhindile

"Ngizokubulalawesfebemmm"

Nonhle:Nexttimecallhimyouneverknowwhen

theywillbebangingeachother

SheslapsherbutNonhleisthatb*tchtheyfight.A

manappearsandpullsNonhleoffher,whatjust

happened.

Mzwakhe

WhatisthisnowwhereverCynthiagoesshecauses



problemsforme.

Me:Whyareyoufighting,whydidyouslapher

Ayandahasleftthebuildingandiamadeadman.I

don'tevenwanttolookathim.

Me:ReallyCynthiawhatisyourproblem,you

thoughtshe'sawhimpandsheisgoingtoallow

youtohither.Nonhlecouldn'tyouhavesaidyou

don'tknowwhereiamandkeepitmoving,youhad

toprovokeher

Nonhle:IapologizeCynthiaforspeakingoutofturn.

Iamsorryiputmyhandsonyou,itshouldn'thave

gottentothatpoint

Me:Youdon'thaveanythingtosay



Cynthia:Iamsorry

Me:Ican'thearyou

Cynthia:Iamsorry

LindanigoestoNonhleandlaughs.

Sakhile:Lindaniuzofa

Helaughsevenharder.

Me:Ayungehlule(Iamshocked)

Phindileshowsupfromnowheregreatjustgreat.

Phindile:Girl



Theylaugh.

Phindile:Thiswouldneverhavehappenedifiwas

around,butthanagainthesepeopleonlystickup

forthemselves

Me:WhyyouherePhindile

Phindile:Youdon'tthinkiwasgoingtofoldmy

arms,andwatchmyfriendgetattackedbya

nobody

Me:HernameisCynthiaMthembuandwecan

handlethisbyourselves.Younotfamilysostayout

ofit,takeyouruglyassboyfriendandgetthefuck

outmyhouse

Shesmiles.



Linda:Yomamayo

Heactsdramatic.Didtheyjustdisappearinfrontof

oureyes.

Sakhile

Ayandatookhisfianceandleft,theladieswentout

withoutCynthia.Ican'tunderstandwhyMzwakheis

subjectingustothisbull.

Me:Entlekwenausijwayelakabinjalokwamele

sikhuzanenawe.Yiniloyenzayohuhuyasixabanisa

Mzwakhesiwumndeni.Ufunasiyithandengenkani

lecherryandungalingeungicasule,aywena

uyasixhaphelastraight(Allthetimewehaveto

scoldyou.Whatareyoudoingyoumakingusfight

asafamily,youwantustoforceourselvestoloving

thisgirl.Pleasedon'tannoyme)



Thobani:Sakhile

Me:Sakhilewaniusijwayelakabiloukewasicela

siyazilethekeni,nomauvelewazithulele.Ngcono

noPhindileakazeeyenzelento(Didyouaskusto

bondwiththisgirloryoujustkeptquiet.Phindile

wasbetterthanthis)

Ittrillshimwhenfemalesactafoolandfightfor

him.Hepretendsitannoyshim,butinsideheis

rejoicing.Iamsohappypisnotfallingforthis.

Me:Yabonawenauzovuthwangobauzitshelaukuth

usile.UzoguqaphambikwaPhindile(Youaregoing

toregretthisbecauseyouthinkyousmart.Youwill

kneelbeforePhindile)

Thabiso:Sakhiledon'tgo



Theylaugh.

Me:Fusegwenafuthngathengalalanamadoda

awuhundredyoushidi(Ihopeshesleepswitha

thousandman)

Thobani:Sakhilecomeback

Theystilllaughing.Igobackinsideiseethis

humanbeingandmyinsidesburn,iclickmytongue

andwalkoutslammingthedoor.

James:SakhilenostopitSakhile

Idon'tknowwhathappenedijustlostit.

Phindile

Iwishiwastherewewouldhaveknockedherout.I



lookup,heisleaningonthedoorframewithhis

anklescrossedandhandsinhispockets.Igetup

andstandbeforehim.Istandonmytoesand

slowlytouchhislips,herespondsimmediately

grabbingmywaist.

Islidmyhandinhissweatsheholdsmyhand.

Thapelo:Wecan't

Me:Whynot

Thapelo:I..Iwillgetintotrouble

Me:Thanletsbothgetintotrouble

Ipullhispantsdown.Hepinsmeagainstthewall.



Thapelo:Youusingthistomakeyourselffeelbetter

Ilookathimwithpleadingeyes,hepullshispants

upandheadstothebed,hesitsdown.Igather

myselfandexhaleout....Beforeicanevenwalkout

theroom.Iamroughlypulledandthrownonthe

bed.

Thapelo:Youwantitfineiwillgiveittoyou

Astheysaytherestishistory.
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Thapelo

Nowthatiamherefullyletmeintroducemyself.I

amkingThapelobhenguofisizwesakwaBhengu.I

ammarriedwiththreechildrenapparentlyyoucan't

rulewithoutacompanion,don'tknowwhy.Through

myentirelifeihavelearnedtolovemywife



kedibone,butsometimesitisalot.Ifeellikethisis

notwhereiamsupposedtobe,butitiswhatitis.

Iwassenthertoassistthequeenthroughher

journey,ofwhichMzwakheandhissiblingsfailed

todo.Ithasshowntobeprettytough,iseethem

gettingbacktogether.Howeveriamgoingtokeep

thattomyself,alsowhatsbrewingbetweenPhindile

andiisgoingtohurtalotofpeople.Ihelditinfora

whilebutshecrackedmeandicouldn'tresist.

Nqobi:Ayikhulumeinkosikwenzenjan

Me:Isleptwithher

Nqobi:What

Me:Whyyoushoutingnow



Nqobi:Wasitgood

Me:Manthebestihadinforever

Nqobi:Didn'titellyou,didn'titellyouThapelo

Me:Shewasbeggingforman

Thisisgoingtoputmeinalotoftroubleandiam

goingtoreceiveaheavypunishment.Ionlyneedto

haveoneagendaandthatistohelpher,other

thingsishallbeunavailableunlessshetemptme.I

amverygoodatresistingtemptation,butdamn

thereisjustsomethingaboutherthatdrivesme

crazy.

Nqobi:Areyoudoingthistofeedyoursexual

hungeroritsallpartofyourplanfortakingMamba



Me:Idon'tsaythisalotyoualwayswerethesmart

oneamongstus

Heshakeshishead.

Cynthia

Thetensionisthickupinhere,inmymindiblacked

outshewasannoyingmeandilashedout.Ididn't

thinkshewasgoingtofightbackihonestlydidnot,

iunderestimatedher.

Me:Idon'tthinkicanhandlethis

Athandwa:Ohcomeonyouhaven'tdatedtheguy

forthatlong

Me:Twoyearsisprettyclose



Athandwa:Quitgoofingarounditsstilltoearlytobe

panicking

Me:Idon'tknowhey

Athandwa:Wellhowaboutweroughyouupand

blameitontheex

Me:Areyoucrazy

Athandwa:Listenjusttotesthimifhereallyloves

you

Me:Butthisextreme

Athandwa:Doyouwanttobecompetingwithsome

b*tchoryouwantthatmantobeonlyyours



Me:Ofcourseiwanthimallbymyself,ihatethat

girlshame

Athandwa:Soletsdoitiamnotsayingkillthegirl

youalreadysaidheputherinherplace

Thatboughtjoytomyheart.Ithinklongandhard

aboutthis.

Me:Fineletsdoit

Athandwa:Yousurebecauseonceistart

somethingiamnotbackingdown

Me:Yes

Athandwa:Awuzwekecatchyoulater



Me:Byesis

Phindile

Thapelowasavoidingmeandthatpainedme.Igot

myselfreadyforwork,there'senoughfoodand

meatforthem.Myphoneringsideclinethecall,

somethingsthathappenedwheniwastrappedin

spiritworldweretrue.Acoupleindeedisgetting

marriedinCapeTown,atleasticanshiftmyfocus

onthat.

Thapelo:Yougoingtoleavewithoutsaying

goodbye

Myheartstops.

Me:Ididn'tthinkyouwouldwantmetosay

goodbye



Heliftsmeupandplacemeontopofthecounter.

Hekissesmynecksqueezingmyboob.

Thapelo:Wearenotmeanttobedoingthisicould

beheavilypunished

Me:Letsbothbepunishedifihavetogiveupthe

giftthansobeit

Thapelo:Youwoulddotheforme

Me:Withoutadoubt

Heliftsmeupwekiss.

Mzwakhe

Sakhileismadatmeidon'tblamehimidecideto

givehimspace.Thobani,Lindaniandiwereout,we



wenttoatattooshopourfriendKhululekaniisin

town.

Khule:UbaniuPhindile

Me:Wowbra

Thobani:YourAmericanaccent

Welaugh.

Me:Theloveofmylife,thisisheriwantyoutodoit

inawaynobodyisgoingtonoticeit.Alsohereon

mychestandneck

Khule:Cool

Linda:Youokayyouseemgone



Me:Iamfine

Linda:Mzwakhe

Me:Iamcool

Thobani:DidPdosomething

Myphonerings.

Cynthia:Heybabe

Me:Heymylove

Cynthia:Canyoupleasefetchmeiamfeelingwell

mynervesareontheedgeplease



Me:Okayiamcoming..Brolookslikewewillhave

todothissomeothertime

Khule:IamleavingMzwakhe

Me:Itsfinelet'sgo

Phindile

Cynthiahasthetimeandenergy,shetaggedmeon

apost.Acutevideoofher,MzwakheThobaniand

Lindanigroovingtoanice.Firstlyhowdidshefind

me,howdoinotknowshe'sfollowingme.Ontopof

thatAndilepostedapictureofhisnewboothang,i

don'tknowwhichonebreaksmyheartohmanthey

tryingtheirbesttobreakohPhindiledon'tfallforit.

Me:Okaysotheylikethemodernwinter

wonderland,whenloadingthoseglasstables



pleasebecareful.Thebirthdaydoyouwantusto

dotheballoonsnow,icandothemathomedon't

mind

Ngcebo:Everythingisreadymphathi

Me:Wellthanthatsitwecango

Samkelo:Howaboutwegooutforafewdrinks

Me:Iwouldlikethat

Myphoneringsidecline.IwonderifThapelowould

liketojoinus.

Me:Sthandwasam

Mxolisi:Senibuyeleni



Me:Thesoonerpeopleregisteritthanhimandiare

nottogetherandnevergettingbacktogether,the

betterforeveryone

Mxolisi:Itshimnowhee

Helaughs.

Mxolisi:Gcinookaylistenithoughtyouwereat

home.Iamleavingtodayiwillbebackthoughin

twodaysthatmeansfourdays

Me:Okayhoneydon'tworryiamingoodhands,

travelsafely

Mxolisi:Thankyouiloveyounehstaystrong



Iloveyoutoobigbrother.

[06/06,15:24] :174

Twoweekslater

Thapelo

Iamleavingtodayiwonderhowsheisgoingto

takeit.Shewon'tmissmerightbecauseshehas

beenplayingthiswomanwithabassvoice,thatfeel

goodmusicright.

Mtho:Ithinkshecansenseweareleaving

Me:Ithinksotoo

Kagiso:Whywewhispering

Me:Shutup



Phindile:"Nowcanyoutellmehowyoucansay

yourinloveandthantreatmesobad.Boyyou

knowitjustain'tfair,nowicannotbelievetheway

youhandleyouwouldn'tlie.Ifyouweremanjustbe

amanaboutit"

Mtho:Iknowletsprepareherfavoritemeals

Me:Sometimesiwonderifmomreallygavebirthto

youguys

Mtho:Idon'tseeyoucomingupwithanything

genius

Me:Shutupyoudummy

Kagisocracksinlaughter.Iwalkuptoherandhug

herfrombehind.



Me:Beautifulladywithabeautifulvoice

Phindile:Doyouhavetogo

Me:Iknowbutitsamust

Phindile:Whenareyoureturning

Me:Iamnotsure

Phindile:Inthemeantimewhatdoido

Me:Youwaitformyreturn

Icantellsheisnothappyaboutthis,butthereis

nothingicando.



Mzwakhe

Ibeenoutofthegameforsolongidon't

understandwhowoulddothis.Cynthiasaidsheis

notfeelingokay,shefeelslikesomeoneisfollowing

her.Whocoulditbeiknowmyenemiesverywell,

theydon'tstrikeunlessidosomething.

Linda:Cynthiayousureaboutthis

Me:Broyoucantellsheisshakenidon't

understandwhocoulditbe

Linda:Hmmminteresting

Me:Areyouguysnotdoingyourjobidon'twantto

fucksomeonebecauseofsomebull



Linda:We'lllookintoit

Me:Moja

Linda:Ihavetogo

Iamgoingtohurtthispersonsobad.Igrabmy

phoneandviewtheCCTV,allroomsareempty

exceptforthebathroom.She'salonehmm

interesting.

Phindile

Iwasveryemotionalidon'tknowwhy.Myclients

wereverymuchhappywithmywork,thecouple

tippedSamkelowithtwograndoverhislovely3D

drawingofhow,theirreceptionlookedlike.The

groomwasjustblownaway,ithanktheSmithsfor

comingmyway.



NonhleFaceTimeme.

Me:Heygirl

Nonhle:Nono

Me:Youstillathisplace

Nonhle:Hethinkswealwaysgoingtobutheads

becauseofyou

Me:YouguysNonhletakeyourmanandgoback

home.Ifyoudon'twanttogetalongwithher,its

okayifshewantsthefamilytobeatoddswitheach

otherthanthatsonher

Nonhle:Hmmbesoyishayaleyantombazane



Me:Obviouslyhowdaresheputherhandsonyou

Nonhle:Ayandaisnotgoingtolistentome

Me:Givehimsomeorbetteryetgetdressed,getin

thecarandleave

Shelaughs.

Me:AyandagobackhomepleaseSakhileismad

yallsawwhathedid

Hetrashedeverycarthatwasonthedriveway,he

brokesomewindows.Amonstercameoutofhim,

everybodyhasjustbeenafraidtoapproachhim.

Nonhlegoingbackhomewillmakehimcalmdown

alittlebit.



Me:Pleasengiyanicela

Ayanda:Mommy

Sheendsthecall.

Cynthia

Ican'tbelieveiamactuallydoingthisMzwakheis

soworriedaboutme.Hebeefedupthesecurity,one

ofthemisfriendswithmysistersoitwon'tbeas

suspiciousasmuchwhenweexecuteourplan.

Mzwakheisgoingtoforgetaboutthatgirlandwe

canmoveonwithourlives.

Me:Goingsomewhere

Mzwakhe:Yeah



Me:Wantmetoaccompanyyou

Mzwakhe:No

Hisphonerings.

Mzwakhe:Yeah...ubaniehbabaidon'tpayyouto

thinkfindthishoebeforeifindyou.Youhoenxa

suka

Hegrabshisstuffandleavesslammingthedoor,he

comesbackandkissesmycheekthanwalksout.

IgrabmyphoneandtextAthandwaweontheright

track.

Sakhile

AyandaandNonhlearebackicompletelylostit.



MzwakheandthisCynthiareallyannoyedme,she

urkedmeevenmorewhenshedecidedtofight

Nonhle.Ithinkinhermindshethoughtifshe

slappedher,shemadeitinlife.Nonhleisfromthe

ghettoandyougoingtorespecther.

Idon'twantanyonetobugmeaboutthis.

Nonhle:Whydidyoudestroythecarslikecomeon

Shelaughsmyheartisnotyetcontentbutshecan

doanythingtome.

Nonhle:Andthewindows

Olwethu:Heburntmygardenlikewhatdidittohim

Theylaugh.



Cynthia:Sanibonani

Igetupandwalkaway.

Olwethu:Hisweetheart

Sweetheartilaugh.

Them:Skhulu

Mzwakhe

Iwaitedtillitwaslateenoughiparkedmycarfar

awaysothatshewouldn'tseemecomingandthink

aboutdisappearing.

Me:Openthedoor



Ibangonthedoorfordearlife.

Me:Openthedoorope

Phindile:Whatareyoudoinghere

Iwelcomemyselfinsheclosesthedoor.

Phindile:Mzwakhewhatareyoudoinghere

Ipulloutmyguncockitandthanplaceitonthe

island,itakemyjacketout.

Me:Kumnandiheuyasebenzauhambaunikawonke

umuntuiyintozami(Itsnice,youbusygivingpeople

mythings)



Phindile:Please

Me:Pleasewhatisthathowyoubegtobefucked,

pleasewhatmylove

Shesighs.

Me:YabonanamhlanjengizokubulalaeyaMzwakhe

ayitintwainomaikanjan,uyangijwayelawena(Nowi

amgoingtoteachyouwhatsmine,youdon'ttouch

itanyhow)

Iwatchedherfortoolongandnowshewillknow

whoiam.
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Phindile

Ihadmyheadagainsthisbody,igotcutsonboth



mywristandankles.Myvaginaisthrobbingican't

feelmylegs,hewaslikeiamgoingtof*ckyoufor

givinghisp*ssytosomeoneelse.Hewillf*ckme

fordisrespectinghim,whatgavemetherightto

datesomeoneandgivehimwhatshis.Itwashectic,

wedidthemostandidon'tevenhaveanounceof

regret.

Me:Canyouhelpmetothebathroom

Mzwakhe:Angithandi

Isigh.

Mzwakhe:WhyPhindile

Me:Whywhat



Mzwakhe:Yindabungijwayelakabiithasn'teven

beenthatlongandalreadyuyangijwayela

Me:Itsbeentwoandahalfyearsofusbeing

brokenboybye

Hegetsontopofme.

Mzwakhe:Bukanamanjeuyaqhubeka

nokungijwayela(Youcontinuingbeingdisrespectful)

Herunshishandupanddownmypainfulvagina.

Mzwakhe:Whenyougoingtostopdisrespecting

me

Me:Whenareyougoingtostophurtingme



Ifeelitgoingin.

Mzwakhe:Shit

Hepushesinandgroansifeelitclenchingonhis

d*ck.Heholdsmylegsupandstartsmoving.

Me:OhmyGod...

Sakhile

Everyonewastoldtoremainindoors,littlemiss

thangwassittinginacornerworking.Tellmeagain

whatattractedMzwakhetothisgirl.Something

heavyfallsonthetableilookup,myheartsmiles.

Nonhle:Wowlookatyoudoctoroftheyear

Nothando:Youguysboughtanewhouse



sanibonanininjan

Nonhle:Youquit

Nothando:No

Olwethu:Nothando

Nothando:SawubonasisOlwethu

Olwethu:Ahmycupcakeyouquit

Me:Haiboanimyeke

Theylaugh.

Nothando:Nonobodyknowswhathappened.A



sectionburneditwilltake4monthstoayeartofix

it,iwillbestudyingfromhome

Nonhle:Weelanahowareyougoingtofocusgirl

Shelooksexhausted,shehasbeendoingverywell.

Shedoesn'tmissabeatatsendingmeherpass

results,imeaniampayingnoiamjoking.She

shouldn'tfeeltheneedtosendmeherresults,buti

amhappyshedoes.Canmydaygetbetterthanthis.

Mzwakhe

Weenterthehouseanditisapartyupinhere.They

keepquietwhentheyseeusNothandoisbackdid

shequit,theycontinuewiththeirconversation.I

hugSakhilehefightsme.

Sakhile:Ongiyekahawu(leavemealone)



IheadovertoNothandoandteaseher,shegiggles

andgiggles.

Me:Halomypokolinaipokoipokoipokolina

Nothando:Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Mommy

Theyhugeachotheriknowwhateveryoneis

thinkingnowenotbacktogether.

Me:Didyouquit

Nothando:Guyscomeonhawusengilahlwauwena

Lindokuhlegrabsmyfingerandpricksit,canthey

atleastbegentlewhentheydothis.Theblooddrips



inthecup,hedoesthesamethingtoPhindile.She

drinkshalfofthewaterandgivestheresttome.It

doesn'ttastelikeblooditsjustwater.

Iheadupstairs.

Cynthia:UphumaphiMzwakhe(wherewereyou)

Me:Itstooearlytobefightingrightnow,yousaid

someonewasfollowingyouiwastakingcareof

business

Ichangemyclothes...Igetinthebedkissher

cheekandsleep,icanfeelhereyesonme.Icover

myselfandturntheotherway.

Phindile

Imissedthemsomuchandtheyforbiddenfrom

spendingtimewithme,wechillingoutsidethis



lovelyporch.Idon'tknowthishousealliknowis

that,theancestorsarehere.

Nonhle:Girlwhathappenedtoyourwristsand

Rato:Andankles

Welaugh.

Me:Asknoquestionshearnolies

Rato:Yousneakybiatch

Nonhle:Tookthewordsrightoutofmymouth

Ilookdownandlaugh.



Rato:Idon'tbelievewemet

Nonhle:RatothisisNothandoNzuzo

Rato:Nzuzowowyourbeautiful

Nothando:Thankyou

Me:Whyyounotatschool

Nothando:Asectionburneddownnobodyknows

whatstartedthefire,soiamgoingtobehomefora

littlewhile

Me:Youshouldhavegonetothepenthouse.You

won'tbeabletofocuswithbullshitthatsgoing

Nothando:Awkodwamommy



WelookathershesaiditexactlythewaySakhile

saysit.

Nothando:Ngiphoxekilenihlukenewhy(Iamso

hurtyouguysbrokeup)

Younottheonlyoneismileather.Ithinkiwantto

gonow,everytimesomeoneasksmeabout

Mzwakheigetemotional.

Mzwakhe

Justwhenthatnicedeepsleepiskickinginmy

phoneringsiamgoingtokillthisperson.

Me:Mmmmmmyini

"Iwanttogoshouldileaveoryouwilltakeme"



Me:Ungivuselaumsangano

Phindile:Mzwakheiwanttogo

Me:Hambaphelamawufunaukuhambanxiayman

(Goifyouwanttoleave)

Ihungupmyphone,ilookovermyshoulder

Cynthiahasfallenasleep.Isitupandtidyupher

work,atleastthebedisbigenoughshewon'ttip

overfall.Ilookatherandsmilethankissherlips,

shewakesupandgasp.

Cynthia:Shit

Me:Relaxedyouworkedhardeverythingwillbe

okayitsokaycome



Shelaysonmychestikissherforehead.

Me:Iamsorryfordisappearinglikethat

Cynthia:Justdon'tdoitagain

ItextPhindile.

Thapelo

Thekeysturnandthedooropensshefreezeson

thespot.

Me:Igiveyouclearinstructionswhatdoyoudo

Phindile:Youback



Me:Answermyquestion

Phindile:Youlikeplayingthisconfusinggame,one

minuteyouhotthenextyoucold

Me:Ihandlethingsadifferentwayandsometimesi

getangrywheni'mbeingdisobeyed,notfollowedor

questioned

Phindile:Controlfreak

Me:Arulerthatswhatiamiruleandyouobey

Phindile:Youcameheretorule

Me:Icameheretohelpyoudon'tthinkjustbecause

hesleptwithyouhelovesyou.Hedoesn'tloveyou,

heisjustusingyouandlettingyoutastewhatyou



justlost.Isn'tthishousefilledwithcamerasweall

knowhowamangets,whenhisgirlf*ckanother

man

Phindile:Sowhatiknowexactlythetypeofman

Mzwakheis,youwhatdoiknowaboutyouforalli

knowyoumaybehertokillme.Yeah

Shewalksaway,itakemyfrustrationoutonthe

counterandpunchit,itcracks.Ittimetoampthings

up,iwillnotbedisobeyedlikethis.
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Thapelo

Ifirevealmyselfiamafraidnobodyisgoingtolike

me.Iamstillfiguringouthowtoconquerthese

fools,mybrothertalkedmeoutofcausingmajor

destruction.Imustalsoapologizeforthewayi

talkedtoPhindile.



Me:Nkosazane

Phindile:Hi

Me:Idon'tknowwhatcameovermeangergotthe

bestofme.Iamsorryforthewayispoketoyou

Phindile:Youwererighthedoesn'tlovemeandi

knowheisusingme

Me:Sowhyyouallowingitdon'tgetmewrong.You

areaverybeautifulwomansuccessful,whygo

throughthis

Phindile:Ifnotmethenwho,inyourminddoyou

thinkanotherwomanwouldaccepttogothrough

this



Me:Don'ttellmeabout

Phindile:Pleaseifyouwantustobecooldon'task

meaboutthatone

HehasgonefromMzwakhetohimtothatone.This

isgoingtobeeasy.

Mzwakhe

Theycheckedouteveryonenobodyseemstobea

threat,isCynthialettinghermindrunwild

somethingisn'taddingup.

Me:Justkeeplooking

Linda:AyMzwakheno



Ilookathim.

Linda:Lookatmelikethatallyouwantidon'tcare.

There'snothingthatsaysweunderattacked

Me:Whoknowsmaybeyoubetrayingmeagain

Linda:Sakhiletalktoyourfriend

Sakhile:Iwillcheckitout

Me:Thankyou.DidPhindileleave

Sakhile:Yes

Ineedadrinkwhydidievensendthatstupidtext.



Nonhle

Weddingplanning.Ayandawantstogetmarried

rightaway,buthowwhenPhindileandMzwakhe

arestillfighting.Icallherineedhertocomeoverto

themansionandhelpmewiththis.

Me:Fanekubeininaenibekausukulwayonkinto

(Youaretheonesthatmustsetadatefor

everything)

Phindile:Hello

Me:Heyhowareyou

Phindile:Askpermissionfromthatoneandthanwe

cantakeitfromthere

Ayandalaughs,shehungsup.



Ayanda:Thatone

Me:Idramakuletwosoumembesothanumbondo

finallythewedding

Ayanda:Youdon'tneedtodoanymemuloorwhat

thatcanstopusfromgettingmarried

Me:Luckyforyouubabawavelewangisheshisafor

my21stitwasbirthdaytogetherwithumemulo

Ayanda:Whatisumemulokahlekahle

Me:Youknowpeoplehavemanyversionsofthat,

somesayitsforstillkeepingyourvirginity.Some

sayitsaceremonytogiveyoutoyourinlaws



Ayanda:Ukwemulaohseethatonemakessense

Me:Peoplehavemodernizedittoapointwhere,no

onereallyunderstandswhattheworldumemulo

means

Ayanda:Iunderstandyoumylovewhatsthisother

thingumhlo

Me:Umhlonyanealsothatpeopledon'tunderstand.

Itissaidthatwhenagirlgetsherfirstperiodthat's

whenyoushoulddoit,nowyoufind30yearolds

withchildrensayingtheydoingUmhlonyanefor

ukugcinausikolikewhat

Ayanda:Howdoyouknowsuchthings

Me:P'smomthatwomanhasknowledgefordays.

ShewouldhavetoldPhindileherbusiness,butshe



keepsrunningawayfromherandMxolisiprotecting

her.P'smomisnotafraidorcaresaboutyour

feelingsshewilltelllikeitis

Ayanda:Shesoundslikeagoodperson

Me:Mmletmegotalktoyourbrother

Ayanda:Wait

Hegetsontopofme.

Mzwakhe

IknowNonhleisnotgoingtoaskmeanything,and

thatsfinesoiamjustgoingtogowiththeflow.

Cynthiawakesupgaspingnowiamreallyworried,

maybeoncepishereicanaskherwhatisgoingon.

WhatareyousayingMzwakhePhindileisgoingto

dothat.



Me:Whatswrong

Cynthia:Ihadabaddream

Me:Itsokaynobodyisgoingtotouchyouipromise

youthat

Cynthia:Mzwakheiamscared

Me:Nobabydon'tbeiwon'tletanythinghappento

you

Ihughertheseidiotsbetterfindsomething

concretebeforeilosemymind.ItextThato.

Sakhile

Lindaniknowssomethingthewayheislooksat



Cynthiasomethingisup.Itookhimoutiknowhe

foundsomething.

Me:Smoko

Linda:Listentothis

Hehandsmeaphonewithearphones,iplaythe

recording.

Me:Whoisthis

Linda:Cynthia

Me:Noways

Linda:Mzwakhealwayschoosethecrazyones.She

isplanningsomethingwithsomebodyandthey



goingtopinitonPhindile

Me:Noweneedtofollow-uponthisiamgoingto

f*ckthisgirl,butletswaitandseeifsheactually

goesthroughwithit

Linda:Thanwhat

Me:Thanwefuckherup

Linda:WeemfokaNdlovuaveungiqedamase

ukhulumakanje(youkillingmewithlaughter)

Me:ThisgirlPhindileiscomingtothemansion

todayweneedtokeepoureyesonCynthia

Linda:Whatarewewaitingfor



Wepayandleave.

Phindile

Itwasatotalmissioncomingherethingswereokay

nowheissendingaveryvulgartext.Donottryto

figureoutMzwakheheisgoingtoshockyouinso

manyways.

Me:Aneleright

Shesmiles.

Anele:Hey

Me:Ihaven'thadtimetotalktoandkindofmake

youunderstandwhatwasgoingon

Phamandlawalksbyandhesitantlyjoinus.



Me:Okayiknowitsalot

Anele:Didhereallyslapyou

Me:Thatsnotimportantineededtogetthatdemon

outofyoubeforeyoucausedmajorhavoc

Theotherdemonmakeshisappearance.

Mzwakhe:YawenaMikeTysonhuhusushaya

amantombazanemanjewena,sawubonamommy

Phamandla:Mzwakheiamsorry

Mzwakhe:Fuckyou,youhoe



Me:Anywaysthatthinghadalreadymanifested

itselfontohim

Anele:Whatwouldhavehappenedifyoudidn'ttake

itout

Me:Unfortunatelyhewasgoingtodie

Mzwakhe:What

Me:Itshouldn'thavegottentothatpoint,icanonly

dosomuchfromprotectingyouguysandmyself

Phamandla:Mommyiamreallysorry

Me:Itsokaymylovealliswelljustmakesureto

prayanddrinkthewater.Withoutmystrength,you

stillavesseltothesecreatures



Anele:Thawashecticidon'twanttoliesomeofthe

thingsidid.Ithinkimayhavekilledsomebodyi

didn'tlikeandthisthingmadeitworse

Me:Iamhappyyoutwoareokay

Phamandla:Syabongamommy

Mzwakhe:Canitalktoyoupleasengiyakucela

Phindilebuka

Hegoesdownonhiskneesidon'thavetimeforthis.

Icoulddisappearbutidon'twanttoscareAnele

evenmore.
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Cynthia



Whyisthiswomaninmyspace,whyisMzwakhe

allowingherhere.Thesepeoplearedisrespecting

meandiamnotgoingtohave,shewalkspassme

wearingnothingbutabaggytop.Igrabherarmand

pullhertowardsme,shelooksatmyhandthanme.

Me:Thisisnotyourhouseoryourgrandmothers

fostercarehouse

Phindile:Excuseme

Me:Yourexcusedlistenherelittlegirliamrunning

thingsnow,andidon'tappreciateyoushowingyour

uselesspatheticassalloverthishouse

Phindile:Idon'thavetimeforthis

Igrabheragain.



Me:Iamstilltalkingtoyou

Shewigglesherarmoffmeilosemybalanceand

fall.IseeMzwakheokaygameon.

Me:Pleaseiambeggingyoudon'thurtmeplease,i

amsorryididn'tmeantopleaseforgiveme

Phindile:What

Me:Iamsorryokay

Mzwakhe:Phindilewhatareyoudoing

Hehelpsmeupmybodyisshaking.

Mzwakhe:WenzanPhindile



Phindile:I

Hepushesher.

Phindile

Whatthehelljusthappenedsheusedtheoldest

trickinthebook.Mzwakhecomesbackdown

breathingfire.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Justbecauseiamfuckingwithyou

doesn'tmeanngijwayelekabiwhatthehellwasthat

Phindile

Me:Yazinletmego



Mzwakhe:Yahhambaveledon'ttestmePhindilei

swear

Iwalkawayfromhimwhydidievencomehere.

Sakhile

Whatanawardwinningshowsheputon.Wewere

watchingeverythingunfoldfromthecontrolroom.

James:Manjenithulenenzanibafana

Thobani:Don'tshowittohim

Me:Itshisfaultthingsarelikethis,heisbusy

playingboth,welloneofthem

Linda:Andshedoesn'tevenseeit



Me:Senzenjanbaba

James:Ubaniubabawakho

Me:Kombeunjalo

Heenterswhistling.

Me:Skhulu

Mpilo:Mojamomsaidshe'sgoing

James:Where

Mpilo:Usuzomfonelaphelawena

Phindiletakesofherclothesanddivesintothepool.



Linda:Sakhilengiyahambangekengiyimelemina

lento(Iamleavingiwon'tstandforthis)

Isigh.

Thapelo

Theweatherhaschangedanditsrainingcatsand

dogs.Whathavethoseidiotsdonenow.

Nqobi:Thequeenstears

Me:Iwouldn'tcryforthatidiotbutkewhatcanwe

say

Ilaugh.

Nqobi:Doyouhaveanideawhatsheisupto



Me:Yes

Nqobi:Whyyounotdoinganything

Me:IcanonlyactbasedonwhatMzwakhewilldo

afterfindingout

Nqobi:PleaseThapelodon'tmakemattersworse

andthanyoucan'tfixit

Me:Theirrelationshipiswhatsgoingtomakeher

handoverMambatome

Avehicleentersthedriveway,thedrivergetsout

runningtotheotherside.Heopensthedoor

Phindilestepsout,wegetupandopenthedoor

theywalkindrippingwet.Shewalksonanddoesn't

lookback,hecallshername.Shepretendsshe



can'thearher.

Nqobi:Andyouare

Him:Andile

Nqobi:Andwhathappened

Andile:Whoareyouagain

Nqobi:Uzozitshelaukuthkwenzekeninoma

usishayisengomoya

Andile:Shewaswalkingintherainnotdressed,i

broughtheroverwhatisgoingon

Iopenthedoor.



Cynthia

Ihadtoputonashow,heentersiamstillrocking

backandforthhuggingmyknees.Hesitsnextto

meandbringmetohischest.

Me:Whatdididonow

Mzwakhe:Itsokay

Me:Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifitwasherafterme

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Sheisalotofthingsbutthatsnother

Me:ComeonMzwakheyoucanseeitinhereyes.

Theloveandpassionshehasforyou



Helooksatme.

Me:Shecan'tstandyoubeingwithsomeoneelse

Mzwakhe:NoCynthiashewouldneverdoit

Me:Okaybutjustthinkaboutit

Iknowheisthinkinglongandhardaboutthis,its

timetogostraightforthejugular.
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Phindile

Iamdefinitelymissingsomething.Iamsaidtobe

themostpowerspiritualperson,nothingsurpass

mehowcanthingslikethisbehappeningtome.I

can'tconnecttotheriver.Icompletelylost



communicationwiththevoicesinmyhead,couldit

betheyturnedtheirbacksonmebecauseiain't

withtheirgoodfornothingson.Whyisthis

happeninghowishappening.

Me:Uhmjustaminute

Igrabatissueandwipemytears,iexhaleoutand

fanmyself.

Me:Comein

Samkelo:Ibroughtgoodiesareyoucrying

Me:Nosomethinginmyeye

Samkelo:Greatihavesomegoodnewsforyou



Iopentheboxofdonuts.

Samkelo:Andilewantstohavesomethingforhis

son,asmallbeautifulintimatedinner.Hewas

wonderingifyoucoulddoit

Me:Doesn'thehaveOnikatodothatforhim

Helaughs.

Me:Itsokaywhatevertheclient'swantstheclient

willget

Samkelo:Anotherahayouwasaapproachedbya

magazine

Me:Shutthefrontdoor



Samkelo:Aspreadaboutyou

Me:Samkelodon'tyoulietome

Samkelo:Theywaitingforyourresponse

Iwilldefinitelybeconsideringthis.Ineedtogo

home.

Sakhile

WehaveenoughtopleadforPhindile'scase,should

thisratofapersondecidestogoaheadwithher

stupidplan.Lindaniandialsocameupwithaplan

toseeifshewouldtakethebait.Mzwakhedare

doesanythingcrazytop,iwillnotbeheld

responsibleforwhatido.

"She'scomingyourway"



Me:Yeahinjaloyabo

Linda:Ilovehowshedealswithpeoplewhoshe

doesn't

Me:Iwasscaredformylife,rememberwhenshe

tattooedournamesonsomeguyschestandlater

sealedwithaheart

Linda:Thatwerethedaysimissthem

Me:Justbecausetheynotinthesamespace

doesn'tmeantheynotgettingiton

Linda:Skhulu

Yeahtheymisstheopportunitytosmasheach



whenevertheyarearoundeachother.

Me:uMzwakheloya

Linda:Theystillfucking

Me:TheybeinandoutofeachotheronThabiso's

birthday,fromthemomentshearrived

Sheentersthekitchen.Shegrabsawaterbottleand

anapplethanleaves.

Me:Activecarlisteningdevice

Theduplicatephonebeeps.

Linda:"Changedofplanswedoingthistoday"



Me:Azisheintshizaemtaneni

Linda:Skhulu

Thapelo

Iknowimayactgoodbutalliwantisthatpowerful

snake,ifshesomuchcameclosetohowtheyher.I

wouldn'tbehereshefailedtodoherjob,andthe

onlywayicangetthosepowersisifibreak.

Nqobi:Idon'tthinkthisislikeanythingyouhave

encounteredbefore

Langa:Youtwoarealwayswhisperingbehind

closeddoors

Me:Hellodearbrother



Langa:Nottobeinyourbusinessoranything,ifeel

likethiswilltakeadifferentturn

Me:Shutup

Ileavethemlaughingtheyannoyingme.Ientermy

roomandlookatmyselfinthemirror,suddenlyi

feellightheaded.

Voice:Youdon'thavewhatittakestobeMamba

Me:Who'sthere

Voice:Youdon'thavewhatittakestobeMamba

Thanihearmanyvoicesshoutingthesamewords.

Theygetlouderandlouderandlouder,mybody



flushes,myheadspinsaround.

Me:Stopstopstopit

Mylegsfailmeifall.

Me:Nqobi

Igroanandgruntinagony.

Voice:Youdon'thavewhatittakestobeMamba

Nqobi:Thapelo

That'sthelastthingihearbeforeiblackout.

Mzwakhe



Shetoldmeshe'sjustgoingtostoresandwillbe

rightback.Ihopeeverythingisokay.Ayandawas

discussingweddingstuffwithus,iamproudand

happyformylittlebrother.

Me:Whatdidyouthinkweshoulddo

Ayanda:Firstlythankyouforhandlingthose

negotiations

Iwoulddieforthemifihaveto.

Ayanda:Wekindofwaitingonpshewasn'tableto

talktouswhenshewashere

Helooksatmeilookdownandchuckle.

Ayanda:Butwemustsetadateaswhenwethinkof



ukuyombesa(giftingceremony)

Me:Canitbeafterisortthissituationoutfirst

please

Ayanda:Noproblem

Icallher.

"HithisisCynthiapleaseamessageandiwillcall

youback"

Phindile

Icallhomeiwanttocheckonhowtheydoing.

Therewasnotmuchtodoatwork,iaskedSamkelo

todropmeoffhomeandiamfeelingmuchbetter.

Me:Pickupthephone



Itringsandringsandringsuntilsomeonepicksup,

buttheyhanguparghhowdumbcantheybe.

Ma:Gcino

Me:Ngiyeza...Maawkodwama

IcryshegivesmeachoreMxolisimustfindanew

wifeandbringherhere.

Ma:kunjanikenkosazaneangikwazi

Theyknowinevertalkijustbottlethingsupand

keepitmoving.Momcanseeiamnotokay,what

canisaytoherwheredoistart.Myphoneringsoh

savedbythebell.



Me:Hello

Lindo:Didn'tyouteachthemhowtoanswerphones

Me:Iamsorrymybaby

Atleastsomepeopleareonmysideandnot

workingovertimeagainstme.

Sakhile

Wewatchfromthecontrolroom,acarpasses

throwingheroutit,ialertJamestocheckitout.I

can'tbelievethisgirlLindaniandistareateach

other.Jamescarriesherinsideweleavethecontrol

room.

sheiscryinghysterically,herdressisrippedoff.

Mzwakheboyfriendoftheyearactingsoworried

andhurtbullshit.



Mzwakhe:Firstaidkitnow

Cynthia:Please...Don'thurtme

Mzwakhe:Babyitsmerelax

Cynthia:I'msorry

Shehystericallycries.

Linda:Cynthiawhathappened

Mzwakhe:Khulumaphela

Cynthia:Theygrab...Theygrabbedmefrombehind

baggedmeandtookmetosomedodgyplace.I'm



sorryfortakingyouawayfromher,pleaseididn't

doanything

Mzwakhe:Takemefromwho

Cynthia:Shesaidyougoingtoleavemejustlike

youleftherwhenanotheronecomes.Mzwakhei

amsorry

Shepullsdownherdressrevealingherchest.

Lindanilooksdownandlaughssilently.

Cynthia:Shesaidremembermebitch.Mzwakhei

Mzwakhe:Shhitsokay

Linda:Ayseniyosalakahle(goodbye)



Iwalkawayaswelliamnotwiththebull.
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Phindile

IriseupfromtheriverSizweisawaitingme.I

cringeinpain,ifatdownonthegroundandcatch

mybreath.Herunshishanddownmyface,iam

abletobreathe.

Me:Sizwewhatisgoingon

Sizwe:UntilMzwakheconfesseswhyhecan't

commityourpowersareverylimited.Thapelois

heretotakethemawayfromyouandyoucan't

allowthattohappen

Me:Sizwe



Sizwe:YesyoucandoityourMambanobodycan

takethatawayfromyou.Takebackyourpowers,he

hasshutusoutwecan'tcommunicatewithyouand

youcan'tseeanything

Iknewsomethingwaswrong.

Sizwe:Andrememberalwayschoosingthesnake

Iwakeupgasping.

Mzwakhe

Ican'tbelieveCynthiawouldstoopsolow,hadi

actedoutforsurebadthingsweregoingtohappen.

IfSakhilehadn'tshownmeherplotagainstPhindile,

iwouldhavedefinitelybelievedit.Phindileonce

uponatimedidtattoosomeoneusingpliersanda

knife.



Theylaugh.

Thabiso:WowyouseeifyouhadattackedPhindilei

wouldhavedisownedyou

Me:Iamlikewhydidievengetinvolvedwith

females

Sakhile:Sizwemanwherehaveyoubeennothank

Godhedidn't

Lindaniwalkshislittledownplayofalaughtermade

menotbelievethewholething.

Linda:Thefactthatyoudidn'tdoanythingmeans

something

Me:Ifiguredeveryonewasgoingtohatemeah



MzwakheputhishandsonpreciousPhindile

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Heissoexcitedtoseemeigotmystrengthback,

becauseiwasabletoseethesnakeinhim.I

wonderwhatwouldhappenifi....

Astrongforcesendshimdownonhisknees,he

looksangry.Isitdownfacinghimcaressinghis

face.

Me:Itoldgrandmotherthatineedanybody,what

didshedothrewmeinthelionsden

Iliftmyhanduphismouthopens.



Me:YouwanttotakeMambafrommehuhThapelo

Bhengu

Asnakeappearsthanslowlystartgoinginhis

mouth,hegagsandgagstearsstartstreaming

downhisface.Heswallowsandfallsonmythighs

outofbreath.

Me:Enjoymykingyoubeenlongwaitingforthis

Igethimoffmeandstandup.Ilookathisbrothers,

theykneeldownandbowtheirheads.

Mzwakhe

Iswitchthephoneoffwhatthehelldidijust

witnessed.Cynthiaentersisighmaybeitsmyfault

thingsgotthisfar,thisismyonelastchanceof

escapingthis.



Me:Comesithere

Cynthia:Everythingokay

Me:WhyCynthiawhywouldyoudothisandthan

blameitonsomeoneelse

Cynthia:Howcouldihavedonethistomyself

Igiveherthepicturesandeverythingsheplanned.

Me:Youknowiprobablywouldhavebrokenupwith

youafterfindingoutallthiswasalie,hadattacked

Phindile

Cynthia:Mzwakhe

Me:Idon'twantyourexplanationiadmitihave



beenactingafool.Yesihavebeensleepingwith

Phindileeverychanceiget,Yougottounderstand

shewasbuildingsomethingwithme.Thosekindof

feelingsdon'tjustdisappearlikethat,iamsorry

thatihurtyoubutyoualsonotunderstandingthe

curse.Ihavebeenfaithfultoyouuntilisawher

Sheiscrying.

Me:Youdon'tgettodothingsbehindcloseddoors

Cynthia,youwillalwaysbecaught

Cynthia:Mzwakheiamsorry

Me:Itsokayiprobablyenabledyouintodoingit

Igetonmykneesandpullouttheboxopeningit.



Me:Iamdefinitelyafuckedupman.Youcaneither

choosetoworkonitandtrustyouwillbegetting

thebest,oryoucanwalkoutthedoorandnever

comeback.Thisistheclosestthingtoseriousican

be,withthatsaidwillyoumarryme

Cynthia:Yousureimeanyes

Me:Yes

Phindile

Ifeelasharppainattackingmethroughmychest,

mykneesgoweek.Aloudbangeruptsfollowedby

lightning,anotheronehitswithadeafeningsound.

Myearsexplodethananotheronehitsifeelitinmy

heartanditrains.

Whyamicrying.



Mybodytransformislithertothecornerofthe

houseandcoilupinthere,whatisgoingon.
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Sakhile

Shockedisanunderstatement.Allofusare

gobsmacked.Ican'tevenbegintounderstandwhat

thehellisgoingon,iamtheonedrinkingnow.

Theylaugh.

Thobani:Wakhe

Me:Angazinihlekaniumuntuegulaekhanda(Idon't

knowwhyyalllaughingatthiscrazyperson)

Cynthia:Nonhlemaybewecanplanourweddings

together



Nonhle:Thefuckweareseeletmetellyou

somethingfree.Iknowmylastnameisgoingtobe

MrsAyandaBhengu,youontheotherhandyeah

Cynthia:Whyyousaythat

Nonhle:Justnjejustyouwaitandsee

Ayanda:AndyoudareandyoudaremeMzwakhei

willshowyouwhyPhindileleftyou

Me:Mzwakhewozala

Wegetupandheadoutside.

Phindile

Ijustcamebackfrommymorningjog.Ithoughti



wasdyingorreceivingsomeheavypunishment,

fromtheancestorsnoitsMzwakhe.Acarpullsup

inmydrivewayigoandopenthedoorforthem.

Weshareahug.

Me:Doyouwantanythingtoeat

Lindo:Nomommyiamgood

Lindo:Sowhatyouplanondoing

Me:Heisnotgettingmarriedtoheroranyoneelse.

Letmegoshowerquicklyandthanwecanleave

Mzwakhe

Everybodyshouldmindtheirbusinessandleaveme

alone.Idon'toweanyoneanyexplanationsothey



shouldmoveon,ihaveanditfeelsgood.Iwas

listeningtotheirconversationbutwasn'tinterested,

ihearthesoundofheelscluckingenteringthe

mansion.

Ilookupandgobacktomyphone.

Sakhile:Phindileareyousuresheisnotacreature,

comeonthisisinsanity

Phindile:Ifyougoingtokeepworryingaboutwhat

thisonedoes,thanshamelockyourselfintoa

mentalinstitution

Me:I'mthisonehee

MyfiancecomesthroughshelooksatPhindilethan

meismile.



Cynthia:Welcomeyouheretostopthis

Phindile:Nobhabhaiamheretoshareitwithyou

Cynthia:Excuseme

Shehandsherasomething.

Phindile:SobonaukuthubaniozobauMrsMzwakhe

Shewalksawaysmilingwithherhandsinher

pocket.Cynthialooksatmelikeshewantstokillme,

shedropsthepaperandrunsupstairs.Igetupand

pickitup.Sakhilesnatchesthepaperfromme,no

shemustbeplayingwithourminds.

Phindile

Heenterstheroomwhileiamstillnaked,hegets



lostinmybodyandthancomesback.Helooksat

meunabletocan,iamnotpregnantafriendof

mineispregnantandiaskedhertoborrowmeher

scan.Butiamnotgoingtotellthemthat.

Mzwakhe:Nxiishouldhaveknowwhatiswrong

with

Me:YouseewhatididtoThapelowillbesmall

waters.QhubekaMzwakhenalentooyenzayo

qhubeka(ContinuewiththisMzwakhecontinue)

Igetdressed.

Me:Pleaseleaveiwouldliketosleep...Getout

HeleavesjustthanNonhlewalksin.



Me:Iamgoingtoshowthisonehedoesn'tknow

Helaughs.

Me:Ishouldhaveaddedsomespicetoitandsaid

itsnothis

Nonhle:Andhekillsyou

Me:Iwon'tletamereproposalshakemeinmy

boots,iamhereforsomethingelse

Nonhle:Manjesenzenjan(Sowhatarewedoing)

Me:Ineedadateandthanistartsettingthingsfor

youfornowmyfocusisonthegift

Nonhle:OkayiamgoingtotalktoAyandaandsee



whathisbrothersaresaying

Me:Iwanttosleepnow

Nonhle:Yoandyouback

Assoonassheleavesidriftoftoadeepdeepsleep.

Mzwakhe

Sakhile:Aphiamangaamiaphi(wherearemylies,

where)

Me:Shutup

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Iamsohappyshe'sback



Me:She'smadatmenowhowdoisayitsnotreal

Thobani:EyawusiyekengoloCynthiawakho(We

aretiredofyourCynthia)

Ayanda:Onothernewsngicelausuku

Me:Howaboutyousetitsinceyouaresoeager

Ayanda:Saturday

Phindileman.

Me:Twomonthsfromnow

Ayanda:AyMzwakheiamnotwaitingfortwo



months.Phindileishereshewillhelpinthe

meantime,wecanstartbuyingthingsandoncewe

everythingisreadywecansetthedate

Me:OkayAyanda

Ileavethemihavetogofixmymess.
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Phindile

Iwakeupgasping,thatsweird.Mybodyfeelsstiff

andverydrained,ilookoverMzwakheisnexttome.

Ihithimwithapillowheshootshiseyesopenand

goesbacktosleep.

Mzwakhe:UngishayelaniPhindile(whydidyouhit

me)



Me:Whatareyoudoinghereandhowdidyougetin

Mzwakhe:Thisismyhouseandicangoin

whereveriwant.Plusispendthenightwithmy

babymama

Me:Yousoannoying

Mzwakhe:Whydidyouhit

Me:Shutup

Igetup.

Me:Hasthatalwaysbeenthere



Mzwakhe:Iamsleeping

Me:Sakhilehasthatalwaysbeenthere

Sakhile:"Inimommy"

Ifeellightheaded,ifainthittingmyheadhard.

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Mzwakhe

Myheartstoppedwhenshefellifeltthehouse

shaking.Pickingherupwasamissionthewayshe

wassoheavyourbacksbroke.

Thabiso:Everythingokaywhathappened



Me:Shefellandhitthefloorhardthehouseshook

Thabiso:Isshedead

Nono.

Me:WhereisNonhle,Nonhle,Nonhle

Nonhle:"Ican'tcome"

Me:Nonhle

Thedooropens.

Nonhle:Iamafraidshemighthurtallofus

Me:Wakeherup



Shestandsbehindme.

Nonhle:Nono

Thabiso:Ithinkshe'sbreathing

Nonhle:Nonookayithinkthisiswhatweonly

getting

Iputmytwofingersagainstherneck,she's

breathing.Ithinkweshouldexcuseherbutidon't

wanttoleaveheralone.

Cynthia

Itsalwaysgoodseeingmysisterineededtooffload.

Mzwakhedidn'tonlyhurtmehecrushedmysoul.



Athandwa:Waitshe'spregnant

Me:Eylentombazaneaveingidinangath

ngayibulala(Thisgirlthewaysheannoysmeiwish

icankill)

Athandwa:Soheisstillsleepingwithherevenafter

whatwedid

Me:Aboutthatourplanwasanepicfail

Athandwa:Idon'tfailatanything

Me:Yeahwellthistimeitdid

Athandwa:AyPhindeumshayengobhekamina

ngedwa(Hithimagainwiththelovepotion)



Me:Iwon'tgetanywhereinfactiwouldbedigging

myowngrave.Heisprotectedbyherandthe

ancestors

Athandwa:Wellfindanotherstrongerpowerful

healer

Me:Likeisaid

Athandwa:Doeshedoitraw

Me:No

Athandwa:Andstilldon'twanttodoitthehotbox

mustbegoodforittolandababy.Girl

Me:Nosisigotthisijustgottaactliketheydo



Athandwa:Yourmandoesn'tsoundlikeapersonto

introducetoyourparents

Me:Heisnotlikethatitsjustthatwhensheis

aroundheloseshimself

Shepopshereyesout.

Mzwakhe

Lindo:Herdrinkthis

Ikeepquietanddoasiamtoldhmmthats

refreshing.

Me:Youokayyoulooktired

Lindo:Yeahthatwhathappenswhenyoudoing

yourbesttoprotectthequeen



Heyawnskantiwhatdothesepeoplewantfromme.

IwilldoitifitwillhelpPhindile.

Me:Lindopleasetellmewhattodoiwilldoit

pleasemtase

Lindo:IfyoureallylovedPhindilethanyouwould

havedoneitbynow

Me:Butidoloveher

Lindo:Notenoughtoleaveyourfiance...Welland

thereyouhaveit.Fromnowonpleaseleaveher

alone,ifyounotgoingtocommittoherpleaseleave

heralone.Wecannotsufferbecauseofyou,nowin

termsofmovingforwardwegoingtorespectyour

relationship.Pleaserespectours



Hewalksaway.

Cynthia

Iarrivehomeaguardopensthedoorforme.Thats

strange,iwalkinthehouseisquiet.Heentersand

westareateachother.

Me:Canwetalk

Mzwakhe:Howwasyourday

Me:Itwasfineandyours

Mzwakhe:Sameold

Me:Sowhatisthewayforward,howarewegoing

todealwiththesituationathand.Phindilebeing

pregnant



Mzwakhe:Herbeingpregnantdoesn'tchanges

anything,ifyoulookatthingshaveimadeitfeel

likewebreakingup

Me:No

Mzwakhe:Igaveyouaringevenafteryouplotted

againsther.She'sexpectingandyoustillhere

Me:Willshebestayinghere

Mzwakhe:Doyouwantherto

Me:Notnecessarilybutdoihaveachoice

Mzwakhe:She'shereonotherthings



Me:Okaysowhatdowedo

Mzwakhe:Werelaxandtakeadeepbreath,she's

notpregnant

Myheartdropshecomesoverandhugsme.

Mzwakhe:Wearegoingtosetboundariesandallis

well

Nothingiswellwiththisfamily.
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Phindile

Hereweareinthedeepdarkwoods.Thisiswere

thecreaturekeepschasingmeinmydreams.Ihave

tofinditbeforeitfindsmeandtrapallofushere.



Lungelo:Whatisthat

Sizwe:Wehavetokeepgoinganddon'tletanything

throwusofourtracks.Rememberthesecreatures

feedonourweaknessandfear

Wereachadeadend.Thewindstartsblowingthe

treesstartsinging.Icanfeelitsstrongpresence.

Anicecrystalcomesflyinginfullforce.Lungelo

usehispowersandcoveruswithashield.

Atornadowithlightningcomesbreakingthe

protectiveshield,sendingusflyingthroughthe

woods.Mybacklandsonthetreeihittheground

hard.

Ican'taffordtoshowweaknessweintheirterritory.

IgetupaspainfulasitisiknowSizweandthe

twinsareokay.



Me:Showyourself

Mzwakhe

Everyonewasindoorsyoucanfeeltheatmosphere

isverytense.IamguessingPhindileisoutthere

fightingGodknowswhat,hecticevilcreaturegreat

grandmothercreated.

Icanunderstandtheirfrustrationthethoughtof

losingherthroughthis,won'tonlyaffectmebutthe

wholeclan.Howdidsheeventhinkofpassingsuch

agreatgift.

Cynthiacomesdownwithabagdoeshavetobe

likethisreally.

Olwethu:Whereyougoing

Cynthia:Ihaveafewthingstodo



Olwethu:Sitdown

Cynthia:Excuseme

Olwethu:Sitdown

Shelooksatme.

Olwethu:Youthinkwejustchillingnjebecausewe

wantto

Cynthia:Okayyoumaybeaglorifiedhousewifebut

iamnot.Iworkformymoney,itdoesn'tjustcome

fallingfromthesky

Nonhle:YouarguingwiththeDon'swife



Cynthia:Ofcourseyouwouldsaythat

Beforeshecanleaveispeak.

Me:Ifyouleavedon'tbothercomingback

Cynthia:What

Mw:Youwouldbedoingeveryoneafavoricanalso

fixthingswithPhindile

Cynthia:Wouldn'tyoulikethat

Me:Mmhmandwewillpickupwhereweleftoff

Sakhile:RememberhesaidthattoPhindileandshe

left



Theylaugh.Iwonderwhycan'tiscarePhindilelike

thatnotevenalittlebitdoesittouchherinanyway,

herphonerings.

Cynthia:Yeahican'tcomecanwesetupanother

onesomeothertime

Thabiso:Anddon'tyoueverspeaktomywifelike

thateveragainokaygirl

Me:Ahah

Theylaugh.

Phindile

There'sthreeofthemfloatingintheair.Itakemy

snakeformandquicklychangeback,that'swhat



theywantmetodo.Whatdoidonow.oneofthem

sendsablackballwithlightningmyway,itbounce

offandstraighttoitfromtheprotectionshield

provided.Ilookaroundtheyokay.

Itsawarzonenow...Theymutateintoonestill

admiringit.Itunleashesitslonghairtowraparound

mylegsandwrists,itrywigglingoutbutitsgripis

strongitpullsme.Mambaawakens,iswitchmy

handsoveritshairandpulltowardsme,itstomps

causingthegroundtoshakeandcrack,ohnoitis

notescapeme.

Iletgoandtransformwrappingarounditsbody

crushingit,wecomefacetofaceandiloseall

sense.Whyisthathappeningmygriploosens

arounditsbody,iamatitscommand.Itformsan

icecrystalandstabsitrightthroughmybody.I

changeandgodownscreaming.

Ican'tfeelmybodyiamshaking,butican'tgiveup.



Ithasmytrident.

Ilookatitunabletobreatheitholdsitup,justwhen

itsabouttostabmewithit.Itransformandwrap

arounditsbody,theothersnakesjoinin.Itakemy

spearandstabitthroughitsglowingstomach,

blacksmokecomesoutidon'tknowwhat

happenedafterthat.

Mzwakhe

Threemanriseupfromthepoolandcomerunning

inside,everybodygetsuprunningtowardsthem.

Mykneesfailmeifallbackonthecouch,myheart

startsclosinginonme.

Thabiso:CallThatonowwhathappened

Him:Shewasstabbedwithanicecrystal,sheis

goingtobeokay.Shecan'tleavethehousejust

makesureyoutakecareofthiswound,wedoneour



job

Me:Phindile

Ikneeldownnexttoherandholdherhand.

Me:Mama..PhindilewakeupPhindile

Shewakesupcoughingoutblood.

Phindile:Amidead

Shefaints.

Him:Worrynoteverythingisokay

Theybowandwalkout.



Sakhile

Ifeltsomestrongconnectionwiththatguyidon't

knowwhoheis.Hehadgreyweirdlookingeyeslike

awhiteboy,wecouldn'tseetheothertwo.

Voice:Don'tworryyouallwouldhaveforgotten

aboutmethenextmorning..Yesitsmebutyou

can'tknowwhoiam,wellyoucanjustnotnow

Iwishicouldtellittoshutupbecauseonceits

startsitgoes.

Thato:Sakhile

Greatadistraction.

Thato:Sheneedstogotothehospital



Me:Thatoletitbeplease

Thato:Wedon'tknowhowdeeporifthere'sany

piecesremaininginside

Me:Itsfineiwilltalktothem

Thato:Pleasehandlethatwoundwithserious

caution

Me:Ifthingsgetworsewebringingherinitsokay

HetakesThabiso'sglassanddownsthewhiskey.

Thabiso:Hayouwanttobeintroublewith

Mzwakhe



Thato:Shutup

Welaughwhathadthewifedonenowohboy.Ibet

everyoneisfeelinghiswrathinthehospital.

Thabiso:Howisshe

Me:Attheendofthedayifwehavetogoagainst

ordersthansobeit.Sheisnotgoingtodiebecause

theytookcareofit

Thabiso:Andthecrazyman

Me:Wellyousawforyourself

Thabiso:Theygettingbacktogether

Me:Thatsfarfromhappening
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Phindile

Somebodygetthismanawayfromme.Idon'tneed

himiamgood,ihaveacceptedwenotgettingback

togetherandwehavedriftedapartandiamokay.I

getupmybodyhurtssobad,igotdistractedtherea

coupleoftimes.Iwonderwhatthenextonewillbe

like.

Mzwakhe:Whereyougoing

Me:Ayleavemealone

Iwalkoutsomethingwronginthishouse.

Olwethu:Awmama



Me:Hey

Olwethu:Whatyoudoingoutofbedyoushouldbe

resting

Me:Iwouldbutthere'ssomethingdirtyinmybed

Shelaughsandhelpsmesitdown.

Olwethu:Youwantanything

Me:Waterplease

Thedarkcloudpassesandheadsuptohisroom.

Looknowicouldberestingcomfortably.Mzwakhe

bhengu.

Phamandla:Cani



Ilaysidewaysandheliftsmytopof.

Phamandla:Wereallyneedtobegettingyouintoa

hospital

Me:Yousendmethereidie

Phamandla:Butyouinpainandihaven'teven

touchedyouppleasedon'tdothis

Me:Twodays

Phamandla:Three

Me:Oneorelseiamgoingtodisappearandgo

recoversomewhere



Phamandla:Twodaysitis

Iaminpain.

Nonhle

IgotthelistfromthefamilyandigiveittoOlwethu.

Olwethu:OhweMrsBhenguiamsohappyyou

camealong.Iwasreallygoingthroughthemost

withthislot

Me:Soidon'twantustodoanythingwithout

Phindile,howeverlikethelittlesmallthingsyoucan

buy.Momsthings

Olwethu:Whyyougivingthistomeukhonanje

uCynthia



Me:Angizwanga(Excuseme)

Shelaughs.

Me:Haiboyoutheeldestwifegetratotohelpyou

whilepisinthehospital

Olwethu:Dowehaveadate

Me:NoAyandasuggestedwebuyeverythingfirst

andthensetadate

Olwethu:Okayasiphuthumeingazeinkabiyakho

isibulalesonke(letsgettheballrollingbeforeyour

killerboyfriendkillsusall)

Me:Olwethu



Welaugh.

Phindile

TheonlypersonicanstressismybrotherMj

probablycalledhim,andtoldhimsomething

happenedtome.Hewasalreadyonhiswayback

home,iwastoldhecanenteranyminute.

Mybodyhasstartedthehealingprocess,itwouldn't

hurtsomuchortakethismuchtimeformeto

recoverhadwedonetheritualwithMzwakhe.

Ipromiseiseehimanywhereneariamgoingto

pluckhiseyeballsout.Noiamjokingikindofmiss

himthoughhedefinitelyisn'tthesameperson.

Mzwakheoozedalltypesofsexiness,hehadthis

strongauraeveryonefearedhim.Heblewupbodies

left,rightandcenternow,heisjustaguynje.

Thedooropens.



Mxolisi:Gcinokodwayinyini(Whywhywhy)

Helookshandsome.

Me:Youlookhandsome

Mxolisi:Stoptellingmeabouthandsomewhyyou

here

Me:Thingsgothecticiwasstabbedandherewe

are

Mxolisi:Whatwasigoingtotellyourparents

Me:Theyyourparentstoo



Thedooropensilethimbe.Hewon'tsnapoutofit

untiliamokay.

Nonhle

Icalledourfavoritedesignerextraordinairekhetho.

Hedidthedressiwaswearingthenight,Ayanda

proposedsonowiwanthimtodoitagain.

Cynthia:Doyouneedhelpwithanything

Idon'twantyourevilassanywherenearmy

wedding,butiwillrespecther.

Me:AtthemomentnojustavailyourselfKhethois

takingeveryone'smeasurements

Cynthia:Heismakingyouroutfits



Me:Everyone'ssoyoucangivehimhowyouwantit

tobedesigned

Cynthia:Whatyourcolorscheme

Me:Yellowandblue

Ijustlovethosecolors.

Cynthia:Okayshoutifyouneedanything

Whyisshebeingnice.

Mzwakhe

Afterthehospitalvisitshechasedusout.Mxolisi

wantedtotalkthisguyalwayswants,whycan'the

beatmeupafewpuncheshereandthereandwe

moveon.



Mxolisi:Iamdisappointedinbothofyou,can'twe

justgettoanamicablepointyoudrivingusmad

crazy

Me:Youtellherthat

Mxolisi:Youknowshewon't,doesitmatterwho

betweenyoutwowhoextendtheolivebranch

Me:Whyyousopersistentaboutthisyoudon'teven

likeme

Mxolisi:Idon'tlikeyou,youright.Butyouguysare

goodtogether,apartyoudestroyeachothernothing

isgoingokaybecauseyoutwoareapart.Whycan't

youseethatMzwakhe

Me:Canweeat...letseat



Hethrowsthenapkininmyface.

Mxolisi:Igiveup

Me:Youwishtheyallsaythatbuttheycan'tlive

withoutme

Mxolisi:Mysisterislivingjustfinewithoutyou

Me:Reallybecauseithinksheisdyinginside

Welaugh.
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Mzwakhe

Phindilecouldnotwaittocomebackhome.When



shearrivedshedidasmallcleansingceremony.I

thinkispeakforeveryone,whenisaytheaurain

thehousehaschanged.Thishouseisalotcalmer

now.

Phindile:Whyyoubeingnicetome

Cynthia:Ifigurediamgoingtoseeyoualotsowhy

notstartbehavingaroundyou

Phindile:Rightteawouldbenice

Cynthia:Comingrightup

Phindile:Tellyourgirlfriendtostayawayfromme

Me:Awsheisshowingyousomecourtesy



Phindile:Iwillleaveandnoneofyouwillbeableto

findme

Me:P

Thabiso:Mzwakhe

Me:Okayhowareyoufeeling

Shelooksatmeididn'tanything.Shecomesback

withatrayteapotandbiscuits,istealone,

Cynthia:Mzwakhe

Shegiggles.

Nonhle:Okayletstalkweddings



Phindile:Whatyoubuyputitintheroomiuse

Nonhle:Luckyforyouwetenstepsahead

Myphoneringsichuckle.

Me:Hello

Iexcusemyself.

Phindile

AdarkcloudishangingoverCynthiaiamnotsure

whatitmeans.Couldbeshe'sinterestedinusing

muthiagain,oracreaturecansenseheremotions.I

needtogettothebottomofthisfast.

Me:Youtoldyourfamily



Nonhle:Momyesandsheisalsojustwaitingfora

date

Me:Istherealistofwhowestartingwithwhothey

dressing

Nonhle:YouandOlwethuwillhandletheropesright

Me:Cynthiaishere

Cynthia:Doihearmyname

Weeyeeachotherandlaughontheinside.

Me:Sinceyoudatingthebigbrotheryou

responsibleformakingsure.Everythingisbought

andhowyougoingtogoaboutgiftingthem



Nonhlechuckles.

Me:Doyouhaveanideaorunderstandingofwhat

umembesois

Cynthia:Doyouwantmetoruineverythingand

haveeveryonehatemeevenmore

Nonhle:Girl

Mzwakhe:Iagreemissweaveandnailsheresorry

babenooffense

Cynthia:Nonetaken

Theyflirtinfrontofme.



Nonhle:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Ohsorryiamsorry

Nonhlehitshimwithacushion.Nqobiappears

Nonhleandthemwilljusttextme,iftheyneed

anything.

Mzwakhe

Thatswhathappenswhenyouwithyourperson,

automaticallyyouwillbetouchyfeely.Iamvery

affectionate,iwanttoholdyoukissyouinfrontof

everyonethatismynature.Doingitinfrontof

Phindilemayhavebeenatinytinyinvincible

mistake,butthefactthatshegotmadspoke

volumes.

Linda:Akasajabulikeomunyeumbengesti(Aren't

youhappy)



Me:Wouldn'tyoubehappyyourgirlgotmadseeing

youentertainingsomeoneelse

Linda:Ngobauyadakwaekhanda(Itsbecauseyou

crazyinthehead)

Sakhile:Whenyouendingthings

Me:Maybeishould

Sakhile:Youpushitandyougoingtoloseher

forever.Mzwakheendthisclearlyyoulost

Me:No

Sakhile:Ihateyou



Me:Pistheonewhoisgoingtobeggingforme

Ithinkmyplanisworkingjustfineinnotime

Phindilewillbebackinmyarms.

Cynthia

Ipopmyknucklesandlookatthemirror.Ishould

haveknowallthiswastoogoodtobetrue.

"Boo"

Hervoicesendsacoldshiverdownmyspin.

Her:DidyoureallythinkMzwakheawhole

Mzwakheisintoyouayay

Ilookbehindmethere'snoone,iturntothemirror

sheisstandingbehindme.



Her:Mzwakhedoesn'tloveyoutohimyoujusta

pawnabaittoreelinthequeen.Mzwakheloves

thatgirl,sheisthefirstheeverlovedwithtrue

genuinefeelings.Iwascomingtokillherbutshe's

protected

Me:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwantfromme

Her:IamPearlandibelievewecanhelpeachother

Me:Helpeachotherhow

Pearl:Letmegiveyouashortversionofwhatis

goingon.Yesthecreaturesarereal,yestheboys

arecursed.Mzwakheisusingyoutomakethe

queenfightforhim,butwecanendthatifyou

choosetoworkwithme



Ilookather.

Pearl:Usethisitwon'tstopfromhimgoingafterher,

butitwillmakeyoumoreattractivetohim.Alsoyou

needtogetmarriedtohimfast,iwillcomeback

aftertheceremony

Shedisappearsilookatthelittlebottlenexttome.

Ifican'thaveMzwakhethannoonewill.

Phindile

Thecloudsturngreythunderstrucks,mybody

cringes.IrelievethesnakefromThapelo,hegoes

downgroaningandvomitsitout.

Thapelo:Didyoureallyhavetoshoveasnakedown

mythroat

Me:Wegotbiggerthingstoworryabout



Langa:Whatdowedo

Me:There'snothingyoucandounfortunatelyhe

invitedawitchintohishouse.Theonlypersonyou

needtoprotectisme

Maybeishouldhavefoughtforhimnoweveryone

isindanger.

KG:Whatstheworstcasescenario

Me:Themkillingmeourbestwayoutofthisisto

notaggravateeachother

Thapelo:Nothebestwayoutofthisismakehim

fallinlovewithyou



Nqobi:Youokay

Thapelo:IamnowthankyouPhindilegobackto

themansionandfightforhim.Shewelcomeda

demonyourdoom,fineimayhavewenttherebut

withgoodintentions.Youneedtofocusandtake

everythingtheythrowatyou,oncetheritualisdone

thanmaybeyoucandecidetogoyourseparate

ways

Me:Isthatevenpossible

Thapelo:No

Welaugh.

Thapelo:Itsyourdecisionanyways



Isigh.

Me:DammitMzwakhebhengu
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Mzwakhe

IamoverthemoonPhindilecamebackseeitold

youmyplanwouldwork,althoughweareatodds

shecamebackwithhermillionboyfriends,but

that'sokaysheisback.Myloveisback.

Cynthia:Mzwakhe

Me:Mommy

Cynthia:Canileavetoday

Ilookupsomethingdifferentabouther.No



Mzwakhe,Phindileisback.

Me:Wantmetogowithyou

Cynthia:Please

Phindile:Perfectyouhere,ineedthesenowthank

youbye

Me:Raincheck

Cynthia:Itsokay

Me:Iwillaskoneofthedriverstotakeyou

Cynthia:Notaproblembaby



Phindile

Nonhleisgoingtobemadbutratherthatthan

everyonebeingpossessedordying.Ayandaandi

weregoingthroughsomeofthethingstheybought.

ImustsayOlwethuandratohavebeendoinga

goodjob.

Ayanda:Izonazonkelezintomommynomakhona

okunye

Me:Haiboyoustillhavetobuymorewhatareyou

goingtogiveyourmotherinlaw

Ayanda:Isn'tthisall

Me:HaiboAyanda

Ayanda:Ingakhoula



Me:Securityweneedtotraveldownwealsoneed

totalktothemagain.Haveyoutalkedtoyourtwin

Hesmiles.

Me:Involvehiminsomeofthethingsyouaredoing

becausehedefinitelyfeelsleftout.Heisveryhappy

foryou

Ayanda:Iwilltalktohim

Me:Thankyou

Nonhle

Itakealookatthepregnancytestonemoretime.

OhmyGoddidhehavetoknockmesosoon.What

aboutourweddingheisgoingtobesohappy.I



havetogotothedoctorsandfindouthowfaralong

iam,thedoorhandleturnsiquicklyruntothe

bathroomandwrapthepregnancytestwithtissue.

Ayanda:Yewenadotiwenzanlapho

Ilaughihopesomebodyerasethisfootageiwant

tosurprisehim.Ifixmyselfandexhaleout.

Ayanda:Youfuckingyourself

Me:Maybe

Ayanda:Sincewhendowelockthedoors

Me:IamsorryAyanda

Thedooropens.



Luyanda:YoucalledmesisNonhle

Iexcusemyselfwherecanihidthis,iknow

Olwethu'sgarden.

Phindile

Mzwakhecomesbackwithmythingsthe

yellowboneispregnant.Whowouldhavethought

thingscouldgetthisbetterforher.Iwishherallthe

bestandcongratulationstobothofthem.

Mzwakhe:Ihopeigoteverything

Me:Thanksbutiwillusethemforlater

Mzwakhe:Yousentmeoutofthehousesoicanbe

awayfromCynthia



Me:Noiwasgoingtousethisbutsomethings

cameupandican't

Hechuckles,itakethemandmyprivateroom.I

needtotalktotheseancestors,theycannotallow

thesetwotoruleuslikethis.

Ilitacandleandplaceasmallbasinofwaternext

toit.

Me:PhakamaniboBhenguiminainkosazaneyenu.

Anikwaziukuphoqaizintosengikhonangibuyile

kantiyini,ngiboniseniindlelabantuabadala(Itsme

myancestorsyourqueen.Youcan'tforcethingsi

ambacknowwhatiswrongnow,pleaseshowme

theway)

Thecandleblowsoutandthewaterleaks

underneaththesmallbasin.



Mzwakhe

Igottotalktomyboysidon'twanttodothis.I

ratherwenotgobackinthegame,buttheywantto

soihavetorespectthem.

Me:Okayasiringemadodanikhalangan

Ndu:Asinamali

Sakhile:Asiyishayebeforeumshado

Me:AynifunaukungixabanisnoNonhlecha.Mina

ngokwamiangisathandibafethuangisayizwalento,

kodwasingaxoxabengithminaakudlulelemcimbi

ezayoebesesiyabuya(Noyouwantmetofightwith

Nonhle,idon'tthinksoquitfranklyidon'twantto

doitanymore.Butwecantalkmysuggestionislets

waitforallceremoniestobeoverandthangetback)



Sakhile:Doesthatincludeyourwedding

Ndu:WeddingyoubackwithP

Thobani:CynthiaNdumisoCynthia

Helaughs.

Me:Momentoverkhonaonenkinga(Doesanyone

appose)

Them:Skhulu

Me:Kulungile

Theysmileilookover.



Me:WhyyounotdressedPhindile

Phindile:Kuyashisa

Igetup,sherunsaway.

Me:Idareyouhoestotryme

Phindile

Iguessiamonmyownwiththisoneihavetowork

hardtomakesureeveryoneissafe.IenterNonhle's

room,isthebabyshowingherflamesalready.

Me:Wakeup

Nonhle:Iamgoingtokillyou



Me:LittleAyandashowingyouflamesalready

Nonhle:Soireallyampregnant

Me:Congratulations

Nonhle:Wowman

Me:Sodoyouhavethefamilybirthmark

Sheliftshertopupiscream.

Me:Ohmybaby

Nonhle:Canyouaccompanymetothehospital



Me:Doesheknow

Nonhle:No

Me:Yourgoingtobeagreatmomandagreatwife

Iwishimyselfcanexperienceandenjoythis

beautifulmoment.
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Phindile

TheonlyprotectionMzwakhehasismeandican't

doanythingaboutit.Iwillshowhimhowmuchi

needhim,hewilltakeitasifhisstupidplanis

working.Iknowwhyhecan'tcommitandwhyheis

likethis,butiwilllethimexplainithimself.Cynthia

maythinkpearlishelpinghertogetridofme,butin

actualfactPearlispreparingforherdeath.

MzwakheislikethisbecauseofPearl.



Pearlisademoniamnotsurewhethershewas

createdorborn.Inshortifsheissuccessfulin

killingher,thanshebecomesmorepowerfulthan

me.WebothneedMzwakhehehasthepowerof

theleopard,iftheypossesshimgainingmypowers

wouldbeliketakingcandyfromababyandevil

takesover.

Icannotallowthemtogetmarried,pearlislurking

around.IfiusemypowersonMzwakhe,iwouldbe

diggingmyowngrave.

Helooksatmeitsveryhothereidon'tunderstand

myself.Iamstillwearingabaggytop,iam

accompanyingNonhletothehospital.

Ayanda:Uyaphinomfaziwamingobaungaqokile

nje,yinileoyidlayo(Whereyougoingwithmywife

notdressed.Whatareyoueating)



Hehasanastylookonhisface.Shealsoshowsup

withabaggytop,hepullsouthisgunandpointsit

ather.Sheisnotbotheredsheelegantlyputsonher

earings.

Sakhile:Niyaphi(whereyougoing)

Nonhle:Soqwayizasusalesbhamuphambikwami

(Wegoingtogowhorearound,removethatgun

frommyface)

Ayanda:Nonhleuyaph(Whereyougoing)

Nonhle:Doyouwanttoeator

Me:Letsgo



Finallysomealonetimewithher.

Sakhile

TherewasasuddenchangeinMzwakhe.Phindile

doessomethingtohimandhegoesandmess

everything.Iwillonlybelievethiswhenheends

thingswithCynthia,thatgirlisnotrightinthehead.

Itsallshedoesisfindonethousandwaystofeed

Mzwakhe,witchcraftkantiisn'tshesupposedtobe

buildingsomethingnotdestroyingit.

MyphoneringswhyisNothando'smomcallingme.

Me:Hello

Ma:SawubonandodanangamtholauSakhile(Himy

soncanpleasegetSakhile)

Me:Yimimaingabekonkekuhambekahle(Yesits



mema,iseverythingokay)

Ma:Wathimengabesingamtholiocingweni

asothintalenumber(Shesaidifwecan'treachher,

weshouldcallthisnumber)

Myheartmelts.

Me:Oh

Ichuckle.

Me:Yebomawafikaeskolenisakhekhonaindawo

eyashamanjebafundelaemakhaya(Shecamepart

ofherschoolwasburneddown,sotheystudyingat

home)

Ma:Unjankodwayena



Me:Ukahlemauyafundanjeezokuxhumanaucele

simunqamulelezona,kodwauyaphilasingaya

kuyenasimtsheleakithinte(She'sokaymastudying,

shehasaskedustocutcommunication.Butshe's

okaywecangotoherandinformhertomakeacall)

Ma:Singabongakakhulundodana(Wewould

appreciatethatalot)

Me:Yeboma

Shehungsup.

Mzwakhe:Youblushing

Me:ThatwasNothando'smom



Mzwakhe:She'smakingyoublush

Me:Obviouslybutyouwouldn'tknowanything

aboutthatright

Mzwakhe:OkaySakhileNdlovu

Me:Nje

Welaugh.

Me:Dothespeakersworkthereortheywerealso

disabled

Mzwakhe:Wedisabledeverythingsoyouwould

havetogobacktothepenthouse

Me:Wanttocome



Mzwakhe:No

Phindile

Idon'tlikethisSihlegirlbutshe'sanObgynand

goodatwhatshedoes.EverygirlMzwakhehas

smashedfeelentitledtohim,idon'tknowwhy.

Nonhle:WhatisyoursurnameSihle

Sihle:Magwaza

Nonhle:Ohokay

Sihle:ifyouwilljumponthebedandliftyourtopup

Shecoversherthighsshesmearsthecoldgelon

herbelly,itakeavideowithmyphone.



Sihle:Okaythingsarelookinggood

Nonhle:WhatisthatSihleandwhyistheretwo

Sihle:Thoseareyourbabies

Welookateach.

Me:Ahyoucarryingtwins

Shegetsemotionalcoveringhermouth.

Me:Howfaralongisshe

Sihle:Twomonthspregnantwhatwereyourhome

testsresults



Nonhle:Twolinessoihavebeenpregnantthis

wholetime

Me:Howdidyouknowyoushouldtest

Nonhle:Ayandakeptcomplainingismellreallybad,

hesleepsduringthedaywhichheneverdoes

Ithinkthisbabywashiddenbytheancestors.

Sakhile

NevercomebacktoadancingMzwakhethehouse

isonblastandheisjustkillingit.Everybodybetter

getthereshittogether,startingwiththosetwowho

leftshowingtheirthighs.

Ayanda:Theynotpickingup



IpulloutmyphoneandcallPhindile.

Me:Itsringing

Phindile:Hello

Me:Buyaniendlinimanjeengazeindodayakho

isanganelweikhanda(Comebackhomenowbefore

yourmangoescrazy)

Shelaughsandhangsup.

Ayanda:Howisshe

Me:Ifoundhersleepingbookseverywhere



Ayanda:Wowonlyafewgettotrapyou

Me:Excuseme

Ayanda:Iamjustsaying

ThecrazytwoLindaniandThobanijoinhim,Lindani

kickshisleginairscreaming,theydosillymoves.

Hekeepsondancingwelookateachotherandjoin

them,hesurlyslapallofus.

Phindile

Wearrivehomeandthehouseisonfire,ican

alreadyfeelheisannoyed.Weenterandthey

dancing,Olwethulaughingherassoff.Weplacethe

packetsontheisland,yeahthisisacrazybunch

butthisloudnessiscausinganexcruciatingpainto

myhead.Iheadtotheloungeandswitchitoff.



Theylaugh.

Linda:Awmommykantiunjan(Whyareyoulike

this)

Theylaugh

Me:Sengibuyile(Iamback)

Cynthiawalkspassmeifaint.
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Sakhile

Itsbadifican'tcommunicatewiththeunderground

gang.Thevoiceinmyheadthatone,nevermisses

theopportunitytoshoutinmyear.Ourjobnowis

protectbothPhindileandMzwakhefromwhatever.



Thapelo:Youcanaskmewhateveryouwanttoask

Me:Whosaysiwanttoaskyouanything

Thapelo:Whyyoulookingatmethan

Me:Whereyoufrom

Thapelo:Aworldthatdoesn'texist

Me:Youraghost

Thapelo:Iamnotaghostwefromanotherworld

Me:Areyougoingtodisappearwhenallofthisis

over



Thapelo:Ifwewanttocomeback

Me:Youkindofcool

Thapelo:Thankyou

Nonhlecomesandstandsbeforehimfoldingher

arms.

Thapelo:Iwon'tsayanything

Nonhle:Foryourowngoodyoubetternot

Myphonegoesbonkers.Theywhistleokaybaby

steps.

Cynthia



IwokeuptoanemptybedsidewhyisMzwakhe

doingthistome.Heshoutsatthetopofhislungs,

shedoesn'tmatterhelovesmewhereisthelove

here.Igetupandstandinfrontofthemirror.

Me:EspejoespejoenlaparedteinvocoPerla

EspejoespejoenlaparedteinvocoPerla

EepejoespejoenlaparedteinvocoPerla

Themirrorswishesandswirlssheappearssmiling.

Pearl:Convocandomeya

Me:Iwanttodoitnow

Pearl:What

Me:Letskillhernow



Pearl:Yousure

Me:Iamnotspendinganothernightalone

Pearl:Heisnotwithher

Me:What

Pearl:Thisiswhereheis

Me:Sihle

Pearl:Ican'tdoanythingifthequeendoesn'tdo

anything.Sheneedstoactfirst

Me:Whatdoidointhemeantime



Pearl:There'satreeaveryancientdarktree,you

canfetchmesomeofitsleafs

Me:Okayicandothat

Pearl:Itsnoteasythough.Iwillleadyoutowhere

thistreeis,youhavetobeverycarefulitbleeds

blood.Itdrawsyouinbycryinglikeagoatonceit

grabsholdofyou,itdoesn'tletgo.Youwouldhave

tocarryafewanimalsandyouonlyhaveseconds

tograbwhatyouneedandrunbeforeitcatchesyou

Ibreatheout.

Pearl:Butyouhavetodothisaftertheceremonyor

thequeenwon'thesitatetokillyou.Nobodywould

knowyoueverexisted



Shedisappears.

Phindile

Idecidedtocallhimheanswers.

Mzwakhe:Wowthequeeniscallingayitsgoingto

thundertoday

Me:Celaubuye

Mzwakhe:Iamonmywayvele

Me:Okayiwillseeyouthan

Thapeloentersandjumpsonthebed.

Me:Ohman



Thapelo:Youalsohaveprotecther

Me:Howdoessheevenknowthesestuffsheis

puttingeveryoneinharmsway

Thapelo:Youhavedonegreatsofarnowyouthat

strongqueengogocouldn'tkeepquietabout

Me:Thankyou

Ourhandstouchacertainkindofheatrushesall

overmybody.

Mzwakhe

Iambackhomeandiboughtthemsomegoodies.

Cynthia:Youback



Me:Yeah

Cynthia:Isthatforme

Me:Nopaskedmetobuyitforher

Ilie.

Me:Butiboughtsomethingforeveryoneinhere

Shesaysnothingandstareunpacking,Olwethuand

Ayandaenterthatoneisonamission.

Olwethu:Phindile

Me:Ayiyenzekangempelalento(Thisisreally



happening)

Olwethu:IyenzekaSkhulu(Ohitshappening)

IheadtoPhindile.

Phindile

Mzwakhe:Foryou

Me:Thankyou

Myphonerings.

Me:Hello

Mxolisi:IninilentokaNonhleihavetogobackto

work



Me:NextweekMxolisi

Mxolisi:Okayiamleavingnowiloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Mzwakhelooksatme.

"Wehaveadate"

Mzwakhe:Aveujabulamaseutshelaenyeindoda

ukuthuyayithanda(Yougetsohappytellinganother

manyoulovethem)

Me:Heismybrotherofcourseilovehimhawu



Mzwakhe:Areyoupregnantandhidingit

Me:Whatno

Mzwakhe:Whatwereyoudoingatthehospital

Me:Iwantedtogodoanotherincisionbutthey

didn'thaveany

Mzwakhe:Youlyingtomenow

Me:Nonhleispregnant

Helooksatme.
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Phindile



IwillbejoiningNonhlelaterintheafternoon.Iam

sohappyforheratleastoneofusishappy,

everyonewasgatheredaroundthetable.Ineeded

towalkthemthroughhowthingsaredone.

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Me:Iamfine

Henods.

Me:Cynthiaiamnotgoingtowaitforyouwhole

dayigotthingstodo

Cynthia:Sorryididn'tknowyouwerewaitingforme

Me:Itoldyouwhatyouresponsibleforsohowcan

younotknow



Mzwakhe:Calmdown

Me:Don'ttellmetocalmdown

Cynthia:Itsokaycalmdown

Ileave.

Linda:Awmommykodwa

Ishowhimthemiddlefinger.

Mzwakhe

Toavoidanotheroutburstweremovedthetable

andchairs.Cynthianeedstopracticehowitsdone

andwenotgoingtobeannoyingPhindile.The

ancestorshaveawakenthebirthmarkisvisibleon



bothherwrist,sowemustgetittogetherbeforei

getannoyedandAyandakillsme.

Luyanda:Comedownbrowenotgoingto

disappointyou

Ayanda:Luyandadon'ttouchme

"Ashabalalawonalamathembama"

Theyentersinging.

Rato:"Ashabalalawonalamathembama"

Thobani:Ayman

Them:"Ashabalalawonkelamathemba"



Phindile:"Bamthathileozosimali"

Them:"Bamthathileozosimali"

Phindile:"Veleuxolewenamizwayami"

Me:Yiyoyiyohlehlamzulu

Ineverseenthissideofher,theycheeringthemon.

Shedoingextranowbutthatsokayletherhaveit.I

amfeelinginthemoodsoijointhem,beingtalliam

limitedtosomethingshowevericanmovemybody.

Phindile

Ntando:Slwaneunje

Theylaugh.



Me:NiyawazikhonaamaculonomanamaSlay

queens(Doyallknowanytraditionalsongsorare

yallslayqueens)

Olwethu:EkhonauRatosohlulwayini(WithRato

herewhatcouldbeimpossible)

Me:OkayCynthiahere'swhattowelcomeeveryone

docomewithyourisingisi(English)here.There's

goingtobeoldpeopleandtheygoingtocryand

thaneishuhmokayiwilldealwiththatlater,

welcomethemyadayadathanyoucallthefirst

persononthelist

Mzwakhe:Phindilethatstoomuchadminforher

Me:Shewillmanageifweweretogetheriwoulddo

itbutwenotsohush,goforityoucanusethemas

anexample



ShelooksatMzwakhe.

Me:Don'tlookatMzwakhe

Thabiso:Phindile

Me:Don'tPhindilemewhenshestartssayingwhy

doidohaveto,isn'tfamilysupposedtobetheone

doingthis.Whyisshenotincludedwhoisgoingto

killme

Mzwakhe:Teachherthandon'tshoutatherwhat

areyougoingtoachieveifyouarecomingwiththat

mentality

Me:Ngizengimfundiseuwubani



Mzwakhe:She'smyfiance

Me:Exactlysoidon'thaveanypartinthis,soiam

goingtomyfriend.Youguyscanremainbehind

andfigureitoutyourselves

Igathermythingsandleave.

Nonhle

Finallymyboothangarrivesmyemotionshave

beenallovertheplace.Mommeetsherhalfway

withaphiniforwelaugh.Theywereliterallywaiting

forhertocome.

Phindile:Haibo

Ma:Yathiukuphumulainhliziyoyami(Iamnowat

ease)



Phindile:Kodwama

Dad:Nkosikaziaw

HesmileswhenheseesPhindile,momhitshim

withakitchentowel.

Dad:Bathiabafanabezakusasa(Yourson'sare

comingtomorrow)

Ma:OkaySibiya

Dad:Nganeyamisingakhulumangasese

Ihopedaddoesn'truinanythingtheceremonyis

aroundthecorner.Alsoitoldthemiampregnant

andtheywerehappyAyandaissteppingup.



Me:Mom

Ma:Calmdownhecanseehowhappyyouareso

hewon'truinanything

Phindile

Weentertheloungeisitonthefloorandlookdown.

Dad:Angiphathekilekahlenezemntanamumfana

lowonileemagcekeniami(Iamnothappymychild,

thisboyhastaintedmyyard)

DammitAyandadoesn'tknowNonhleispregnant.I

amguessinghewantsdamagestobepaid.

Dad:Kodwausefunaukushadaintombiyami

iyodwavo(Nowhewantstomarrymyoneandonly



daughter)

Ichuckle.

Dad:Kanjankodwankosazane(Howdoesthateven

work)

Me:Ehiyonankosazaneyakhoengakasholekhabo

Bhenguukuthizithwele.Abanaloulwazingabe

sebesilungisileiskhalosakho

Dad:Chandodakazikuyomelezihlehleizibizo(The

ceremonyhastobepostponed)

Me:AwkodwaSibiya

Dad:Gadakeunkosikaziengakubambingenqini

(Watchoutnowbeforemywifehitsyou)



Me:kunganjanibafikeemvakweyinsukuezimbili,

sikwaziukulilungisaloludaba(Howaboutthey

comeaftertwodaystosortoutthesituation)

Dad:Kulungilemntanamsengiyozwangawe

Ibowandgetupjustwhenithoughtiamgettinga

breather.Ineedtoreturnhome,iseeasnake

slithering.

[06/06,15:27] :189

Phindile

Nonhlewasinshamblesevenifshedidtellthem,

theywouldn'tknowtheyhavetopaydamages

becausetheyaredumb.Jamesanditooka

helicopterout,iamgoingtobedoingalotofback

andforth.Iamtiredasitisandiamgoingto

dealingwiththatlot.



Cynthia:Phindile

Me:Pleasegetawayfromme

Cynthia:Idon'twanttofighttheotherdayithink

everyone'semotionswerehigh

Ayanda:Cynthiastepawayfromher

Mzwakhe:Mylovesitdown

Ayanda:Iapologizemommythings

Me:Youdon'thavetoapologizeforanythingyou

guysdon'tcareaboutotherpeople'sfeelings



Helooksdowniunlockmyphoneandplayhimthe

video.IplacethetwopairsoflittleshoesNonhle

wantedtosurprisehimwithbeforehim.

Me:Congratulations

Ayanda:Waityoupregnant

Thobani:Noyoufool

Olwethuululates.Myphonerings.

Me:Yohejustfrozeonthespotandaskedmewait

youpregnant

Nonhle:What

Hesnatchesthephone.



Ayanda:Youpregnant

Onlythanhislipscurveintoasmile.Ihavetotalkto

ThabisoandMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe

Donotgetmewrongiwasn'ttryingtostickupfor

Cynthia.Iwasonlytryingtoextinguishouttherage

Phindilewasbuilding,shecan'texpectusor

Cynthiatoknoweverything.Webyourselves,the

onlyelderwehaveisJamesandhiswife.Insteadof

guidingusshechosetobeangryandiain'twiththe

bull.

Wehereatthebanktowithdrawmoneyiam

guessingthat'swhyshe'sback.Nonhle'sfather

wantstobepaiddamages.



Thabiso:Whoareyou

Me:Where'sCarson

Carson:Itsokayiamhereiwasonbreak

Me:Youonbreak

Carson:OkayBhengu'saminotsupposedtoeat

Me:Ngizokuhlabangempama

Thabiso:Okayrelaxwewantsomecash

Carson:Ohyahhowmuch

Ayanda:Hundredk



Me:Angizwanga

Thabiso:Hundredthousandareserious

Ayanda:Isthereaproblem

Me:Hundredsgodo(thousand)itis

Carson:Whatisyoudoingwithsomuchmoney

Me:Youarelookingatfathertobehusbandtobe

Carson:Forrealnophelayouhoesareknownfor

beingkingsofthewhoringgang

Welaugh.



Carson:Ithoughtitsaprankohwell

congratulations

Ayanda:Thankyou

MyphoneringsigiveittoAyanda.

Ayanda:Mommynookayalrightsharp

Me:Whatdoesshewant

Ayanda:Wemustbuyananimal

Me:Carsoncomenowweverybusypeople

Phindile



Theypracticingagainhelpinghermajestyonhow

togoaboutwiththegifting.Iamonlywaitingfor

Ayandatoreturn,wetalktotheancestorsandi

headbacktoNonhle.

Olwethu:Okaysoyouwillstartbygreetingthem

thanaskforprayer,afterthatthatyoucallforthe

firstpersononthelistexample.CelausisCynthia

ezengaphambili

Iwalkawayfromthemandheadoutside.Myjobis

tojustmakesurenoevilislurkingaroundother

things,theycanmissmewithit.

Me:Hey

Nonhle:Howiseverything

Me:Itsbeingsorteddon'tworry



Nonhle:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoucan'tdoit

Me:Ican'tbelievehowevilthisgirlis

Nonhle:Andyouwanthertobeapartofthiscome

onfriend

Me:Thisiamsureofmyfriendshewillhavea

problemwhywasn'tsheincluded

Nonhle:Thanagainyourightthatsomethingshe

wouldsay

Me:Letsavoiditandmakesureeverythinggoes

smoothly

Nonhle:Thankyoubabeswhenyoureturning



Me:Todayitsgoingtobealongdrivebecausethey

wanttospiteme

Shelaughs.

Nonhle:Youalsodoingthesamething

Ihungup.

Mzwakhe

IhavepromisedAyandaheisgoingtohaveagood

ceremonyandiintendtokeepmyworldunless

somewantmetotakeitthere.AtleastOlwethuwas

tryingandhelping,wearrivehometheystillat.She

wasnowgettingthehangofitandicouldn'tbe

moreproud.



Missmoodyisstillmoody.

Me:Ifyoudon'twanttobehereyoucangoand

saveusallthetrouble

Phindile:Welliamnothereandyoucanleaveme

thefuckalone

Me:Yewena

Igrabherarmandshesmacksmetheentirehouse

goesmute.Idon'tknowwhathappenedwefight.

Thapelo

Thisiswhathappenswhenyouusewitchcraft,

thesetwoarenotsupposedtobreak.Phindileison

thereceivingendandnobodyseemstocare.It

takesforeverseparatingthem.



Me:Whatareyoudoing

Mzwakhe:Ngidedeleungijwayelakabiwenasfebe

Cynthiaisrejoicingoverthisithinkihadenough

now.Iamgoingtoteachthemalesson,youdonot

messwithasnakelikethat.

Shewipeshertears.

Me:Langatakeherawayiwillfinishuphere

Sakhile:Mzwakhewenzan

Mzwakhe:Uyangijwayelalongizomphihliza

engijwayelaamasimbanxingiyekewena(Iwillkill

herdisrespectfulpieceofshit,youletgoofme)



Theyletgoofhimheheadsupstairs.

Me:Youaregoingtoregretthisiamgoingtomake

sureofit.Youtellthatstupidpearliamcomingfor

you,yougoingtowishyouneverstartedthis

Sakhile:Thapswhatthehellman

Heislostlikeeveryonebutmostlydisappointed.

Me:Ayandamandon'tcrycome,Sakhilegotothe

riverfetchwaterforeveryonetodrinkexcept

Mzwakheandher.Thabisogoaroundthehouse

talkthemaskthemformercy.Olwethuyouguysget

startedonthenametags,whogetswhattomake

thingseasier.Wozandodaamadodaawakhaliqina

Ngcolosi(Comemendon'tcrybestrong)



Phindile

Ididn'tthinkitwouldgettoapointwherewenow

physicalwitheachother,itbreaksmyheartwe

fought.Heisalotofthingsbutlayinghishandson

awomantotallywayoutofcharacterforhim.Ican

confidentlysayilostthisbattle.

WeappearatNonhle'sandibreakdown.Isuffered

withtheseancestorsandnowiamsufferingeven

more,howmuchmorecanitake.

Langa:ShouldwecallNonhle

Me:Noidon'twanttotrouble

KG:Iwillseeifican'tsneakinandseeifican'tfind

abottleortwo

Langa:Itsokay



Me:Itsnotican'tprotecthimandhehatesme

Langa:Hedoesn'thateyouheisjustnothimself,

wewillgetthroughthis.Ipromiseyoudon'tgiveup

nowyoucan'tgiveupnow.Nobodysaiditwas

goingtobeeasyinfactnobodysaidanything

Ichuckle.

Langa:Yesintheendgoodalwaystriumphs,weare

goingtowinthis.Whetherpearliswatchingor

wantsyoutoactfast,donotgiveup.Lethimtake

himselfoutofthissituation,nowstandup

Ido.

Langa:Shouldersbackbreathout



KG:Iguessiwillhavethesebymyself

Weheadinside.
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Thabiso

Ihaven'tbeenadultlikelatelybecausetheseare

grownman,theycantakecareofthemselves.But

nowtheseatisheatingineedtotakechargewhat

happenedbrokemysoul.MzwakheandPhindile

shouldn'thavefought,idon'tknowwhatthisgirlis

doingbutitstearingusapartandwewillbefoolish

enoughtoallowthattohappen.

Me:Iamnothappywithhowwehaveconducted

ourselves,idon'tknowwhetheracreatureis

amongstusoryouguysarejustplainrightcrazy



Theywerealllookingdown.

Me:Youallgrownmanican'ttellyouwhattodo

andhowtodoit,butitsmyjobtoteachyouhowto

doit.Mzwakhehowdidwegettothispointbro,you

actwaytooirrational,youtakethingstohear,you

breakpeopleandyouwanttocontrolus

IlookatCynthia.

Me:Youmyladyitslikeyoudon'twantustoget

along.Everychanceyougetyoucausefriction

betweenus,isthatwhatyoucameheretodo.You

don'tlistenyoudoyourownthing,yetwhenyouare

calledohitsaganguponpoorCynthia.Ifanyof

youopenyourdamnmouthsiswear

Dadwouldbelividthere'snothingmorehe

cherishedthanawoman.



Me:Ifyougoingtobeapartofthisfamily,know

onethingandputitinyourhead.Phindilewillcome

here,wheneverandhowevershewantsto.Shewill

whateverandhowevershewantsinthishouse,

whileiamstillhere.Youkeepfightingherthings

aregoingtogetworseforyou.Youguyshave

irritatedmeenough.Idon'twanttobetheold

Thabiso,don'tbringbacktheoldThabisoheisnot

goodforyouandmyself.Mashengeisthere

anythingyouwanttoadd

ShekeepsquietandsipsherwineOlwethudoesn't

drinkonlywhensheisangry.Iamangrytoobuti

willletherbe.

Me:Youladiespleaseexcuseus

Theygetupineedtohaveamantomantalkwith

them.



Nonhle

IamblownawaythatisnotourMzwakheirefuseto

believeheputhishandsonPhindile.Heloves,loves

Phindilehemaynotadmitit,showorsaybuthe

adoresher.Theymakingmymancrynowohthisis

badatleastthingsareokayhere,ihopetheysortit

outthisisjustcrazy.Mydooropensdon'tthese

peopleknock.

Thami:Whoisthatbabelayingoutside

Isigh.Theyprobablymakingnoiseandsheissleep

walking.

Me:Noneofyourbusiness

Wewalkout.

Ma:Awngisathingizokubheka(Iwasjustcomingto



getyou)

Me:Ingqondoisihambileiamsurenibanga

umsindo(Herisgoneanditsallbecauseyouare

makingnoise)

Mybrotherswerejustarrivingiwantallofthemto

seehowgoodiamtreated,andiwillneverever

troublethemagain.Wewalkoutandtheresheis

sleepingoutinthecold,farmweatherisnotthe

sameascityweather.Whenitshotitshot,whenits

colditscold.Weneedtogetherinside.

Me:Carryherandtakehertomyroom

Thami:Ohkodwathisbeautifuldarkprincess

owakuphiwena(Whereareyoufrom)

Ma:Thulawenaumphakamise(Shutupandcarry



her)

Ican'tstressaboutanythingiampregnant.

Cynthia

Iambeingblamedididn'ttellanyonetofightwith

anyone.Ihavetotellpearlontherecenteventsor

maybesheknows.

Me:Espejoespejoenlaparedteinvocoperla

Espejoespejoenlaparedteinvocoperla

Espejoespejoenlaparedteinvocoperla(Mirror

mirroronthewallisummonyoupearl)

Mzwakhewalksinthemirrorbreaksandshattersall

around.

Voice:Whatisthat



Hetakeshisphoneoffthechargerandwalksout.

"Boo"

Igasp.

Me:Doyouhavetoscaremelikethatallthetime

Pearl:Onlywheniwanttoyouknowyouareone

dumbstupidgirl

Me:Excuseme

Pearl:Innowaydidisayusethebottleonhimyou

foolishgirl.Itwasmeantforyou



Me:Wellthanyoushouldhavetoldmethat

Ilostmybreathingability.

Pearl:Iamnotyourfriendicankilljustlikethat,but

insteadhereiamhelpingyouuselessself.Maybe

itsforthebestyoudon'tmesswithaBhenguand

getawaywithyouruselessanyway

Shedisappearsivomitoutablackweirdlooking,

slimything.Itcrawlsinthemirrorallthebroken

piecesdisappear.

Iwakeupgasping...

Mzwakhe

Thabisogaveusamouthfulihaveneverbeenthis

shitscaredofthisniggerlikethisbefore,tookme

backtohighschoolwhenheruledandwas



merciless.AftermyfightwithPhindile,isaw

everythingunfoldingandwhatCynthiahasbeenup

to.

Ithoughtshewasachangedpersonandsheletthis

shitgoiguessnot.Hasanyoneseenmedoing

nastythings,okaymaybethatonetime.Ihavebeen

behavingwhatwouldmakegotosuchlengths,shit

imessedthisup.

Linda:Itsyourfaultyouuglything

Sakhile:Lindani

Linda:Okay

Theylaugh.



Thobani:YoucallingpeopleMikeTysonkanti

sihlezinoMuhammedAli

Linda:Gosmasheachotherandcallitaday

Isigh.

Linda:Yohthisonetakesthecup.Firstitwas

psychoSamkelisiwe,seconddemonPearl,third

snakeywakeyPhindilenowitswitchgirlCynthia

Helaughs.Snakeywakeyichuckle.

Linda:Skhulu

Me:Ngiyaxolisabafethu(Iamsorryguys)

Linda:Ungaxolisikuthinakunosisiokadeekulindele



(Don'tapologizetous,there'saladywhohasbeen

waitingforyoutoapologize)

Notyet.

Sakhile:Don'tkillhernow

NoiamgoingtoshowherwhoMzwakheis.

*

*

*

*

*

Theboysdon'tknowPearlisademon,sheiskept

lockedupmostofthetime.butMzwakhe's

foolishnesssometimesbringsheroutandshe



causesmajordestruction.
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Twoweekslater

Phindile

Whatabeautifulceremonythattookplace.

Everyonegotoverthebullshitanddiditforthe

lovelycouple,myfriendisonanotherlevel.Your

majestyCynthiadidagoodjobwithgifting,there's

nohardfeelingswemovingon.

Me:ThapeloBhengu

Hestopshalfwayandturnsaround.

Me:Comehere



Hesmiles.

Me:Whatdidyoudo

Thapelo:Nothing

Me:Thapelo

Thapelo:Comeonbothofthemdeserveit

Me:Pleasedon'tbringmetroubleiaminmyzen

okay.Idon'tneedtobedealingwiththattoxicness

Thapelo:Looktheotherwaybabyandkeepit

moving

Hewalksawayigathermythingsandheadtowork.



Cynthia

Itsbeentwoweeksofhelligotsleepparalysis.Iam

visitedbysnakestheybitmetilltheendoftimeand

ican'tevenwakeupfromthisnightmare.Mzwakhe

ontheotherhandwheneverweintimatehecallsme

Phindile,anddoesn'trememberdoingthat.Pearli

keephearingthatnamebutihavenoideawhatis

goingon.

Olwethu:Youokay

Nonhle:Youbeenkindalookingcrazynjewellyou

cangoaheadandplanyourwedding.Iwon'tget

marriedanytimesoon

Me:ItMzwakhe

Nonhle:Ncooohfeelingtheheatalready



Me:HecallsmePhindileeverytimeweintimate

Theylaugh.

Olwethu:Ohmyloveiamsorry

Shehugssheistheonlysweetoneamongstthese

vultures.Whatdididotodeservesuchitsnotmy

faultshedoesn'tknowhowtokeepaman.

Nonhle:That'sMzwakheforyoubegratefulhe

coulddofarworse

Whatsworsethanbeingcalledbyyourexlovers

namewhenbeingintimate.Theydon'treallycare

aboutmesoidon'texpectthemtohavesympathy

forme.



Phindile

Thapeloiscruelmanthethingsheputsyouthrough

isenoughtoquestionyourself.Twowrongsdon't

makearight,notwiththisfamily.Youwrongthem,

theymakewishyouwasn'tborn.

Me:Comein...Awwakhehowdidyougetthat

nickname

Mzwakhe:Babyesihle

Me:Ohsit

Ilaughheisnotlookingokay.

Me:Whatcanidoforyoubeautifulman



Mzwakhe:Amigoingtodie

Me:Ifyoucontinuebeingstupidyes

Mzwakhe:Phindilealliwantedwastoforyouto

andwhyareyoufighting

Me:Youcan'thavethatpower

Mzwakhe:Whynot

Me:Trustmeidobutwhat'sthepoint

Mzwakhe:Don'tyouloveme

Me:Withallmyheartyoutouchmysoulwhere

nobodycouldever.Butwhywouldigiveyoumy

bestifyoucan'tacceptmyworst.Ihavefeelingsi



won'tkeeponplayingthisupanddownwithyou,

thismarrygoroundwithyou.Iknowmyworthand

ifyoucan'tbemyworththanwebetteroflikethis.I

loveyouMzwakheiloveyousomuchbutwhatyou

askingofmenohadeskhulu(Sorryboss)

Thereisnowayyoucanhatethisbugger,that

mesmerizingsomethingabouthimisslowly

comingback.

Mzwakhe

Ihaveneverbeenthisdisgustedwithafemale

before.Iprobablydeserveitafteralltheshitiput

thisfamilythrough,whatannoysmeevenmoreshe

pretendslikeshe'sthevictimhere.

Ndu:Waitsaythatagain

Theylaugh.



Me:Idon'tknowmyselfimbangingandbanging

kantiiamscreamingPhindile'sname

Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Thaps

Me:Everyonemeetthecrazyfam,familythismy

crew

Sakhile:Youstillshaggingmommy

Thapelo:Shewasaskingforitsoigaveittoher

Thabiso:HowdowegetridofCynthiawithouti

don'tknowcausingdrama



Thapelo:Killher

Me:Wenotkillinganyone

Thapelo:Wellkeenjoy

Me:Youaretheonewhoputmethroughthis

Thapelo:Iamlovingeveryminuteofit

Me:Whatstheworstyoucando

Thapelo:Youdon'twanttoknowthat

Me:Canyoudoit

Thapelo:Trickybeforesheisbeingprotectedbya



demononlyPhindilecanbreakthroughthat

Me:How

Thapelo:Confesstoeachotheronthehardships

youbothwentthroughandeverythingwillbeokay

Me:Justlikethat

Thapelo:Shewillhateyouandtheancestorsmay

punishyouhereandtherebutyouwouldbedoing

everyoneahugefavor.Buticandoitifyouwant

metoifidiethanforsureyouaregoingtodie

Everyonestaresatme.

Phindile

IaskedJamestotakemetothemansionandyour



majestywasnothappyaboutmypresence.

Olwethu:Youback

Me:Ifiguredheisgoingtopopofsoletsnotpush

him

Idon'twanthimgettingangryandturningintoa

animalthanonlywillPearlandCynthiawin.Iwon't

givethemthatsatisfaction.
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Mzwakhe

Iwakeupgaspingfuckmyheadispounding.Ineed

aweektorecover,wedrankanddrankanddrank

anddranktillithurt.Idon'tevenunderstandhowi

amup.Phindileisalreadyupdressedtokill.The

drinkswereflowinglikeawaterfall.



Me:Ihopeyounotgoingtowhorearound

Phindile:Whatisittoyouifiam

Me:Angizwanga

Phindile:Okayokayiamgoingtowork

Me:Ithoughtsoyoubettercomecorrect

Phindile:Letgoofme

Me:Canyoubuymeafewclothesdon'targuewith

mepleaseyoustillhavetheblackcardright

Phindile:Youhaveamillionclothesupstairs



Me:Iwantnewones

Phindile:GoodbyeMzwakhe

Me:ByeMommy

.....

Cynthia

Iamalreadysolateitooksomuchtimeofffrom

work,becauseofthegiftingceremonyandthe

bullshit.

Mzwakhe:Whereyougoing

Me:Toworkbaby



Mzwakhe:Ihaven'tf*ckedyou

Me:Youshouldhavewokenupearlyandhowf*ck

melookinglikethatyoucan'tevenopenyoureyes

Hehasneverdranklikethisandihaveneverseen

himlikethis.

Mzwakhe:Thiadon'tleaveyourmanlikethis

Me:Ialreadytooksomuchtimeoffihavetogo

backtowork

Mzwakhe:Thiaplease

Me:Ididn'tsaygodrinknowdoyouwantmetoget

fired



Mzwakhe:Iwilltakecareofyou

Me:Nothankyouidon'twanttoendupbeingleftin

thecoldandyouleaveme

Mzwakhe:Iwon'tleaveyou

Me:Bye

Ikisshischeek.

Me:Ciao

.......

Mzwakhe

Me:Thiareallyman



Thapelo:Shehastobelievethatitstherealthing

Imayhavetakenhugeriskbutshedeservestobe

punishedandiamgoingmakeherwishshelearns

averysweetlesson.

Me:Fine

Thapelo:Stayawayfromyourroomandactnormal

Me:Iknowhowtoactnormalsohowwillthispan

out

Thapelo:Ifshecan'tseethatsomethingiswrong

shewillbestuckinspiritualworld.Itwilltakea

whilebeforeherbodydisappears,andshewillbe

stuckinlimbo



Me:Whatwillhappenifsheisstuckthere

Thapelo:Youdon'twanttoknowthat

Me:Okayletsgetonethingstraight...Youeverin

yourlifethinkaboutinsertingyournastydickinmy

girlsvagina,iamgoingtoblowyouupyougotthat

Iremovethetapehespitsthebombout.

Me:Okayyoucan'tescapefromabombnowcan

you

Heshakeshisheadandchuckles.

Phindile

Theyhavetobeverycarefulaboutthisialsoneed



tokeepmyemotionsincheck,besweetand

submissiveforwhateverthosetwoareupto.

Samkelo:Rememberthemagazinethatapproached

you

Me:Didn'ttheysaythattheyalreadydidtheissue

Samkelo:Wenevergavethemananswerandthey

stillwanttodofrontcoverpage

Me:Yesyesyesalltheway

Samkelo:AmissShoziwedding

Me:Giveittomehoney

Samkelo:Burgundy



Me:Sexy

Samkelo:Iknowright

Me:OkaySamkeloMsomidowehaveanythingelse

Samkelo:Stocktaking

Iscream.

Me:DamngirlineedanassistantnowthatNonhle

Ilookathim.

Samkelo:WhatswrongwithNonhle



Me:Nowthatshehasapartnershehasnotimefor

me

Heplayswiththepenwhydidievenopenmybig

mouth.

Mzwakhe

Sometimesonebarelypaysattentiontothelittlest,

importantthingsandfacts.Irememberedadreami

don'tknowifitwasavisionoriwasmeanttoknow

it.Wemustalwaystreatthequeenwithloveand

respect.Ihavebeencaughtupinjustmakingher

realizethatsheneedsme.Butpridegotthebetter

ofhershewasn'thavingit.Ihopeiamnottolateat

fixingthings.

Me:Thankyou

Sakhile:Forwhat



Me:Notgivinguponmeipromiseiwillbehaveand

makeyouguystrustmeagain

Sakhile:BringbackPhindile

Me:Yothatonewillmurderme

Sakhile:Good

Welaugh.
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Phindile

Myheadhurtsicouldn'topenmyeyesandithinki

amcrying.



Mzwakhe:Mamayinimanje

Me:Idon'tknow

Mzwakhe:Whyyoucrying

Me:Idon'tknow

Mzwakhe:Okayisitmedoineedtoleave

Me:No

ThedooropensLindokuhleenters,hehelpsmeup.

Me:Itsnotworking

Mzwakhe:Inimama



Me:Lentoeniyenzayoitsnotworkingicanholdon,

ifyoureallygoingtoendthingswithCynthia.Iam

notputtingyouinacornerbut

Mzwakhe:Whyyoumassagingherfeet

Lindo:Angithuyantantauyafeba(Youbusywhoring)

Hepuncheshim.

Lindo:AwMzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Phindalentooyishoyo(Saythatagain)

Lindo:Chuckthatwitchoutandyouwillbeone

doingthis



Nonhlewasresponsibleforthisbutsheispregnant

andiamkeepingherasfarawayfrommeasbest

asican.

Mzwakhe

Shewasawakeparadinginmyhouseshecan'tget

offscottfree.Thapelodidwarnmewemightbe

successful,wemightalsocrumbleandfaildismally.

Phindilecomesthroughsneezingandsnorting,i

lookatherandsmile.

Nonhle:B*tchyouback

Phindile:B*tchi'mbackyousafebecauseyou

pregnantotherwiseiwouldreallybreakdown,but

theseareguyshowcanibeababy

Ayanda:Shouldyoubesneezingnexttoheridon't

wantwhateveryouhaveinfectherandmybabies



Theygivehimacolddeathstare.

Ayanda:Okay

Theylaugh.

Phindile:Wowthisistheworst

Thapeloburnssomethingacrosshernose.

Phindile:Wowdoyouhaveanythingforthe

headache.Mxmboybye

Linda:SoCynthianowthatNonhleisn'tgetting

marriedwhenisthewedding



Ilovemypeopletheyalwaysunderstandthe

assignment.

Phindile

Khethoishavingafashionshowshowcasinghis

latestlineandaskedmetowalkdowntherunway,

ofcourseisaidyes.Ialsohavethismagazine

shootcomingthingsarelookingup.

Khetho:Thankyousomuchforagreeingwhyisn't

Nonhlehere.Whoisthishunkhmmunobuyummy

man,heyyummywhatisyourname

Ilaugh.

Me:Khethothisishunk,hunkthisishaibo

Thapelo:IamThapelonicemeetingyou



Khetho:Nicemeetingyoutoorrrrr

Me:Stop

Khetho:Okayladiescomethisismysister

Luthando,LuthisPhindile

Ilookather.

Khetho:Idon'tknowwhobetweenyoutwoisgoing

toopenandend

Me:Idon'tmindbeingtheopenerandsheends,

she'syourfamilyso

Cynthia

Ihadtogohomeandtellthemiamgettingmarried,



momwassuperexcitedican'tsaythesameabout

mydad.Ithoughttheyweretryingtothrowmeoff,

butpearlsaidthiswasouronlyopportunityof

gettingMzwakhe.Icouldn'trememberherbutafter

thismorningmymemorycameback.

Dad:Howareyougettingmarriedwhenthisboy

hasn'tshownhimselforaskforyourhandin

marriage

Me:Theydothingsdifferentlytheyhugebelievers

ofancestors,sodon'tworryyouwillgetyourlobola

Dad:Howdoyouknowheisseriousaboutyou

Me:Helefthisgirlfriendandproposedtome

Dad:Howdoyouknowhewon'tleaveyouor

changeonyou



Me:Babauyangithandalomfanabengekeanginike

indandathomengabeengazimiselengami(Dadhe

lovesmehewouldn'thaveproposedtome,ifhe

wasn'tserious)

Dad:Mamthembu

Mom:Comeonhoneystopbeingahothead

Greatmomispleadingmycase.

Dad:Don'tlookatmelikethat.Fineiwillagreebut

hemustdotherightthing

Ihughim.

Dad:Haibo



Me:Ipromiseyoudadhewill

Mom:Mybabyisgettingmarried

Ifshewasblacktheywouldhavegangeduponme.

Notsayinganythingaboutmymomimissher,after

herdeathnothingwasnormal.Dadremarrieda

whitewoman,mybrotherleftthehouseitwasa

mess.Ihopemyweddingwillbringeveryone

together.

Phindile

Wedidasmallwalkthroughandthatboostedmy

happinesstoanotherlevel.

Thapelo:That'ssounlikeyouwow



Me:Whatdoyoumean

Thapelo:Younotboringatall

Welaugh.

Thapelo:Whatmoredoesamanneedtoknowthat

thisistheone.Youcook,youclean,youworkhard.

Yougivetimeforpleasure,youmodel,youdon'ttalk

alothowareyouboringiamconfused

Me:Ithoughteverythingwasokaythanboomits

overlikeitneverbegun

Thapelo:Yougoingtoforgivehimormoveon

Ilookathim.
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Sixweekslater

Daybeforethewedding.

Mzwakhe

Tomorrowismyweddingdaytosayiamhappyor

overthemoonwouldbealie.Ifeelnothingatall

andiamafraidiamgoingtocausealotof

heartbreak.

Me:Soletmegetthisstraightyouwantmetosteal

carsforyoujustbeforemywedding

Nkabinde:Yes

Me:Awunyihlampe

Nkabinde:Comeonearnafewbucksandtake



wifeyonahoneymoontoParis,Greece.Iwantthem

tonightyouletmeknowifineedtofindsomeone

elsetodothejob

Hegetsupfixinghiscoat.

Nkabinde:Butiknowyouwon'tdisappoint

Ichucklehewalksaway,myphonebeepsitswifey

tobe.IsighandletitringfuckMzwakhewhatdid

yougetyourselfinto.

Me:Excusemecanihaveanotherextralargeslice

ofcakeandcoffee

Imakeacallandshedoesn'tpickup.

Me:Heyitsagainwhyyounotansweringyour



phone

Roxy:Thereyougosir

Me:CallmeMzwakheplease

Roxy:Ifistillwantthisjobsirwilldojustfine

Ichuckleandtakeabigbiteofthiscakehmm,

remindsmeofPhindile'scookie.Itssoft,chocolaty,

velvetyandjustmeltsinyourmouth.Ihavebeen

tryingtomakeamendswithher,wedon'tsleep

withoutyouknowallthetime.Iamannoyed

becauseican'treachheridon'twanttoseeherhurt

again.Somehowiamjustaddictedtoher,i

continueeatingmycake.

Cynthia

Myweddingistomorrowiamsoexcited.Satan



triedtostopmywedding,butJesussaidnomy

childheisyours.Ourengagementpartywasafew

daysago,thegiftingandumbondo(welcomingof

thebride)wasdone.Everythingwasablissitwas

themostbeautifulthingieverexperienced,and

tomorrowwesayingido.Icannotcontainmy

excitement.

TT:Mtase

Theybroughtbackmybrothertheseancestors.A

fightbetweenhim,ourmomanddad'swiferesulted

inourmomdyingbecauseofdad'swife.Allmen

cheatnobodyisasaintthesedays.Iamdelighted

hewillgettobeapartofmywedding.

Me:Yesmylove

TT:Bigdayfinallyhere



Me:Iknowright

TT:Justknowwhateverhappensiamalwaysgoing

tobethereforyou.Thankstothatladyiwillforever

begrateful,todayihavearelationshipwithmy

fatherandslowlyadjustingtohiswife

Me:Letsnotgetemotionalitsaweddingday

Hesmilesihearululatingthedressesmustbehere.

Mzwakhe

Thobani:Youwantustohitonyourweddingnight

Linda:Whatifyougetarrested

Me:Thatswhywehere,wedoingthisornot



Zamani:Ivotenot

Me:Iamnotgoingtoincludeyouanyways

Thato:Youshouldmakehimleadoneday

Me:Iain'ttryingtogetarrestedagainsonothank

you.WhereisSakhile

Linda:Wedon'tknow

Icallhim.

Sakhile:What

Me:Haibo



Sakhile:Youinterruptingmewhatisit

Me:Whyyouwhispering

Sakhile:Iamhangingupnow

Me:Wedoingthisornot

Sakhile:Uwenaomeleeshosiyancinzayebonoma

chabye(Youaretheonewhowilltelluswedoing

thisornot)

Hehunguponme.

Me:WowThobanisocanwedothis

Thobani:Heisaskingmenowimeanwecanwe

haven'tbeeninthegameforalongtime



Myphonebeeps.

"Invitationtotheevent"

"Takeeverycar"

"Cashondelivery"

Thobani:AlrightNtandoandPhamandlayouon

guns.AyandaandLuyandabringyourgadgets,

everybodyelseweontheground.Zamaniyouwith

Mzwakhe,letsrockandrollpeople.

IcallPhindilevoicemailagainamessagecomes

through"Findme"itsablackdress

Igetupandleave.



Me:Zamani

Zamani:Iknewyouguysneverlovedme

Me:Stopbeingap***y

Sakhile

IbeenhelpingPhindilesetupandtryingto

convinceher.Sheatemealivereallybad,butslowly

calmeddown.Everythingisdonejustafewtouches

hereathereasalwaysshedoesanamazingjob.

Phindile:Wherearemyflowers

Me:Theywillarrivefirstthinginthemorning.Ihave

peopleon



Sheputsafingeronherlipikeepquiet.

Phindile:Iamleavingiwillbebacktomorrowfinish

upwhatsleftandtakeabreak

Weleave.

Mzwakhe

WhenSakhilesaidheisbringingaplusone.Iwas

whatinthehellishedoing,howdoeshebring

someonetoagig.Heisannoyingmeandihate

beingcrankyonsuchnights.Nkabindemakeshis

waytowardsuswavingandsmiling.Iwishicould

punchhimbecausehelookscrazy,withthatfur

scarfonhisshoulder.

Nkabinde:Ididn'tsaybringpeopletosing,isaid

takecarswhatareyoudoing



Hewavesatsomebody..

"Caneveryonehearme"

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen

Sakhile:"Notimportantwehavefiveminutestopull

thisoff"

Heshoutsthroughtheearpiece,thecrowdcheers

andclaps.

"Ladiesandgentlemen"

Theguyswhistlenohedidnot.

Phindile:Welcometothetenthannualpartyof

AnonymousHope



Sakhile:"Okaypositionseveryone"

Phindile:"Ifyoudidn'tnotice

Idon'tliketoshare

Withoutit,younotice

Istillneedyouthere"

Shesingsshemaynotbeperfectbutformesheis.

Me:"Iwillseeyouwhenwedone"

Nkabinde:Whyareyoustanding

Thabiso:Relaxhaveadrink

Sakhile



Wehavefiveminutesbetweeneachsongshe's

singing.Everyonewillbedistractedshewill

mesmerizeallofthem,whilewework.

Sbu:"Iamcompromised"

Me:"Keepdrivingandthanturnleft"

Thefirsttruckisloadedandlocked.

Me:"Okaymoveitwho'snext"

Sbu:"Allclear"

Mzwakhe:"Azishemadodaiyaphelaingoma(Make

fastthesongisabouttofinish)

Okayimayhavebittenofmorethanicanchewbut



itsfine.

Mzwakhe

Whilethecrowdisstillobsessingoverp,isneakout.

Me:Howisitgoing

Sakhile:YeahMzwakhe

Ihelphimwithdeactivatingthetrackers,somemay

nothavebutitsalwaysthere.

Ndu:"WozanayoSkhulu"

Theadrenalineandfirethisbringstomysoulis

exceptionallyoutofthisworld.
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Sakhile

Thobani:"Ohoo"

Me:"OhoowhatThobani"

Thobani:"Mylicensesure"

Phindile:"Mzwakhepickupyourphone,Thapelo.

Whateveryoudo,donotgetoutofthetruck.We

goingtoacharityevent"

Thobani:"Wegoingtoacharityevent,thetruckuhm

yes..Pdosomething...Nothing"

Iamsittingbuttflatonthefloor,tryingtocalm

down.Myhandsareshakingthiscannotbe

happening.



Thobani:"Yeahnoithinkmaybewelost,wegoing

tothisplace.Itsacharityeventduh,okayofficer

thankyoujustturnrightokay"

Mzwakhe:"Arewestillgood,wegood"

Phindile:"Okayiamgoingbackinfinishupthere"

Mzwakhe:Standup

Me:"OkayAyandaclearusout"

Ayanda:"Rogerthat...Yamommyyouwantto

cuddle,ohthebabieswanttocuddleokayholdon

babiesdaddyjustneedfiveminutes"

Helaughs.



Ayanda:"Ehbafokuthiwaubuyenamawingsnoice

-creamotherwisengekeushadekusasa"(Youbetter

comebackwithsomewingsandice-cream

otherwiseyounotgettingmarriedtomorrow)

Mzwakhe:Wherethefuckamigoingtofindwings

andice-creamatthistime

Ayanda:"Alrightweclear"

Mzwakhe

Iamgoingtogogetmywomanandgetthehellout

ofhere.Iwanttogosleeptheboyisgettingmarried

orami,weshallsee.

Phindile:Thankyouladiesandgentlemenenjoythe

night



Thabiso:"IwillgetNkabinde"

Itakeherhandandweleave....Afewminuteslater

wearriveatNkabinde'swarehouse,waitingonhis

arrival.

Linda:Siyaziusexykodwaitsfreezingcoldinhere

Me:Iamnotinthemoodforyourbullshit

Linda:Iknowwhois

Heentersmycariamgoingtopunchhisfaceifhe

aggravatesherinanykindofway.

Me:Whatshappeningwiththeflowers

Sakhile:Whenwefinishheretheywillarrive



Wewaitforeverwhatistakingthemso.Afteran

hourthedoorsopenThabisodrivesinlikeamad

man.

Me:Whatthefuckweworkingonlimitedtime

Nkabinde:Myapologies

Me:Canwewrapthisupineedtotakemywoman

home

Nkabinde:Wo

Me:NowNkabinde

Phindilestepsout.



Phindile:Youwastingmytimesweetheart,igot

placesineedtobeat

Thobanistandsinfrontofher.

Sakhile:Isthisall

Lindo:"NyakazamfanagetPhindileoutofthere,her

jobisdone"

Phindile

Lindanihelpsmeoutofmyshoes,weheadtowards

thequantum.Heopenswegetiniamfinished,i

hopeSamkeloandeveryonegoteverything.

Me:Aretheseformeandyouguyswonderwhyi

loveyou



ThedooropensMzwakhejumpsin.

Mzwakhe:Nimenzeniumfaziwami(Whatareyou

doingwithmygirl)

Linda:Siyamudlasishintshisanangaye(Weare

feastingonhertakingturns)

HepullshislegsandpresseshiskneeonLindani.

Linda:Ngiyadlalangiyadlala(Iamjoking,iam

joking)

Me:Peopleineedtogo

Sakhile:Uhmmommy

Me:Iwillcrashinathomeitslatenow



Mzwakhe:Youcansleepatthemansion

Linda:Younotcomingtothewedding

Theypunchhimhelaughs.

Me:Iamtired

Mzwakhe

Itsreallyhappeningiamreallygettingmarried.She

stepsoutofthebathroom,shelooksatmeand

sighs.Shedropsthetowelandputsonatop.

Me:Younotgoingtolotionyourbody

Phindile:ItshotMzwakheandijustwanttosleep



Me:Okay

Iundressheadingtobathroom...Igetintheshower

andletthehotwaterdripallovermybody....

Me:Nothinglikeanicehotshowertoendagood

job

Ijumponthebed.

Phindile:Yougettingmarriedtomorrowyoushould

behavingabachelorparty

Me:Mybachelorpartyisrightnexttome

Shesighsibringhertomychest.



Me:Mamaiamnotusedtothisokaycertainthings

thathappenedinmylife,putmeinthisposition.

Varsitylifeihadthisbabehmmshewasatopshot,

iinstantlyfellinlovewithher.Fastforwardwegot

marriednoweweregoingtogetmarried,thanisaw

Pearlmyheadwentinsane.

Phindile:Sheisbeautifulnolie

Me:Icheatedonmygirlfriendwithher,she

threatenedtoleaveme.Icouldn'tacceptthatsoi

leftPearl,gotmarriedbutthenshedied.Somehow

herdeathdidn'taffectmethatmuch,Pearlwas

aroundiquicklygotoverit.Okaythanimetother

ladiesilostinterestinPearl,butthantheykept

dyingeverytimeigottoapointoffallinginlove.I

waslikefuckthislovethingisnotworking,wewent

totraditionalhealerstheysaidtheycan'thelpme.I

wasconfusedthanyoucamealongohmanwheni

sawyoumyheartwasexploding.Youliterallystole

myheartbutthanigotscaredwhatifiloveyouand



die,ithoughtaboutallthoseladieswhodied

becauseofme.Icouldn'tputyouthroughthatmy

headwentcrazy

Isigh.

Me:ImetCynthiaididn'tevenlikeher,butilearned

toshewasjustsomeoneibumpedinto.Ididn't

understandPhindilebutbecausemymindisnot

wellthingsturnedoutlikethis.Mamaididn'tmean

tohurtyounowidon'tknowif,iammakingthe

biggestmistakeofmylifeoriamgoingtobelosing

theoneitrulylove

Phindile:Doyourealizewhatyouhavejustdone

........

Mambariver



TheonethingMzwakheneededtodohedidit,now

theritualcanbegin.Hewakesupfromtheground

dustinghimself,awhiteclothwascoveringhis

privateparts.Helooksaroundtryingtofigureout

whereheis,headmiresthebreathtakingbeautyof

theriver.Howcanablackriverbethisbeautiful,he

askshimself.

Theriverstartsbubblinghestepsbackalittlebit.

Thequeenemergesfromdeepwithintheriver.

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Phindile:Come

Mzwakhe:Thiswateriscoldwhatarewedoinghere

Phindile:Thisiswheredestinybegins



Afigureapproachesthem.

"Mybeautifulchildren"

Phindile:Gogo

Gogo:Nkosazaneahyoulookjustlikehim

Shebowsdown.

Gogo:Asingenengaphakathi(letsgoinside)

Theyfollowhertothehuts.

Gogo:PhakamaniboBhenguinkosazaneisifikile

yithilabasizakini



Shelightsthecandles.

Phindile:Youhaven'tagedathing

Gogo:Mawungaphaubuhlebuphakade(Beauty

hereistimeless)

Shesmiles.

Gogo:Mzukuluungiphoxilebengithuzomthatha

umboniseimfudumalo.Kodwakeakekhoumuntu

oyilungiswa,uyashadakephainhliziyoyakhoisele

ngapha.Ngiyathembamzukuluuzothathaisnqumo

ekuyisonasona(Mychildrenyouhavedisappointed

me.Ithoughtyougoingtotakeherandgiveherthe

world,butnobodyisperfectyougettingmarried

yourheartisstillwithsomeoneelse.Iyouwillmake

therightdecision)



Theyhearthesoundsofswishingandmelodies

comingfromtheriver.

Gogo:Itstime

Phindilecallsuponallthebhengu'saskingfor

guidance,forgiveness,lightandmostlylove.They

stepinandstandinthemiddleoftheriver,the

snakewrapsaroundthem underneaththewater.

Shesmiles.

Phindile:Relax

Grandmothercutsboththeirwrists,theirblood

dripsinthewater.Shedunksacupinthewater

thanplacesitagainsttheirblooddrippingsand

recitestheirclannames.



Phindile:Ineedtoknowmyloveforistrue,iamno

longerfightingnow.Igotrightanditsrighthere

withyou,whateveryoudecideknowiloveyou

Theykiss.

Theydiveintheriverwiththesnakewrapped

aroundtheirbodies.Theysinkdowndeepbeneath

theriver....Shewakesupgasping.

Phindile

Ilookatmywristthanhis,theybothwrappedina

bandaged.Ifeelstrongandpowerfuligrabmy

phoneandlookatthetime,itsalreadymorning.I

hearasoftknockonthedoor,islowlygetuptrying

nottowakehimup.

Me:Listenimgoingtograbmythingsandweleave



Sakhile:Haibosisihambogezaimomozi(Gowash

yourhoneypot)

Itiptoetothebathroomandtakeaquickshower.I

getdressednotimetobelookingcute,ileaveasoft

perkonlips.

Sakhile:Whathappenedtoyourwrist

Me:Iwilltellyoulater

Weleave.

*

*

*

*

*



Apparentlysomethingshappenedontheriverthat

weresacred,iamsadiwasn'tpreviewedtothem.

Itsaweddingday.
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Weddingday

Cynthia

Themostanticipateddayhascomeitsmywedding

day.Mybodyisinknotsiamsuperexcitediam

marryingtheloveofmylife.Ican'tbelievethiswe

havebeenthroughitall,intheendwemadeitand

todayiwillbeMrsMzwakheBhengu.

Matrimonialstartsatnineyouknowblackpeople

andtimedon'treallygotogether.Ican'tthinkof

anythingelse,ijustwantmymanalready.Mpumi

walksinshestandsbythedoor.



Me:Nonoyounotruiningmymakeup

Mpumi:Mnganiyoulookhot

Me:Stop,stopitnocryinghereokay

Welaugh.

Sakhile

Wegettingreadyandthegroomisnowheretobe

seen.Iamgoingtoholdmyselftillallofthisisover.

Olwethucomesululatinglookingmadfine.

Olwethu:Hawuakushadwayininamuncunje(Itsa

weddingtodaywhyareyallsosour)

Me:Aysilindeumkhwenyane(Wewaitingforthe



groom)

Olwethu:Heranaway

Shelaughs.

Me:Mommyawukahle

Thobani:Shelookshappyherboyfriendisgetting

marriedtosomeoneelse

Thedooropenshewalksinwithabandagedonhis

wrist.

Olwethu:Mzwakheyougoingtobelateforyour

ownwedding

Mzwakhe:Ijustwentforarun



Olwethu:Quickgohaveabath

Mzwakhe:Yeah

Linda:Whathappenedtoyourwrist

Helooksatit.

Mzwakhe:Sakhilecanwetalk

Me:Nogohaveabath

Helookslikeheislostsomewhere,herunsupstairs.

TheylaughMzwakhewillshockyou.

Me:Lindanipleasemakesurethere'salcoholall



overthishouse

Olwethu:No

Isitdownican'tthisman'sbs.

Cynthia

Soiarrivedfirstbeforethegroomandhis

groomsmen,howidon'tunderstand.Abunchof

carsstartshowingup,trusttheBhengu'stobeover

thetop.Theystepoutlookingdapperintheirsuits.

Mpumi:Whoisthatpregnantladyshelooksbomb

Me:Fianceofoneofthetwins

Lindsay:Howdoesshedoit



Herstomachwasnowveryvisibleandshelooked

notonebitofugly.

Mpumi:Isthathim

Ilookaround.

Me:Noitstheonecarryinghersleepers

Mpumi:Okaytheywalkingin

Theyhavebeenkeepingmynervesdownandmind

offthings.

Mpumi:Damnhoneyyourmanisfinecapitalletter

fine

Hestopsandlooksatthecar,hewavesMpumi



pressesthehooterreallongismile.

Me:Okayiamready

Mzwakhe

Idonotwanttobehereidon'tevenhaveabest

mantheyjuststandingherebesidemebecause.I

pinchmynoseSakhileputshishandonmyback.

Me:Sakhileican'tdothis

Sakhile:Toolatenow

Everyonestandsupmyheartbeatsoutofitschest.

Mypalmsaresweatingohshitherewego,she

walksdowntheaislewithherfatherbyhersidealli

seeistheexit.Sakhilestompsmyfootiforcea

smile.



Pastor:Whogivesthisladyaway

Herfamilyshoutswedo.

Pastor:Pleasefaceeachother

Wedoiseesheistryingtoreadmyfacebutshe

smiles.

Pastor:Dearlybelovedwearegatheredhereto

witnessthesetwojoinhandstodayandforeveras

husbandandwife.Beforewecontinueimustaskis

thereanyoneherewhofeelsthesetwoshouldn'tget

marriedtodayspeaknoworforeverholdyour

peace...Okay

Me:Waitwaitwait



Pastor:Isthereaproblemyoungman

Me:Iamsorrybutican'tdothisiaminlovewith

someoneelse

Iwalkoffwitheveryonegaspingandrecordingand

don'tlook.Iwalkasfastasicantomycar,igetin

anddriveoff.

Sakhile

Stupidniggerwaitedtilltheweddingdaytodothis.

Linda:Ladiesandgentlemenpleaseenjoyour

refreshments,lotsandlotsofdrinkstherewillbeno

weddingtodayyeah

HewalksofohmyGodthisisadisaster.Cynthia



looksatmeandrunsoff,iamnumbfrozentothe

ground.Idon'tknowwhattodo,iseeThabisoand

Lindanicrackingbytheentrance.Itsnotfunnythe

poorgirlisheartbroken.

Herecomesthebeastshoutinginmyfaceexcuse

me.Iamnottheonewhowasinherguyswhyishe

screamingatme.

Me:Ehmadalawhatyounotgoingtodoisthis.

Ungangifakilaengahlangenekhona(Don'tinvolve

meinsomething,iwasn'tinvolvedwith)

Lindo:"Walkaway"

Idoheisdirectinghisangertothewrongperson.

Wedecidedtojustleavethevenueandgostraight

home.



Phindile

Mzwakhemustbeofftohishoneymoon.Some

geniusishavingmefollowed,whoeveritisgotme

ontheedge.There'sagaragenearbyMpilodrives

inandparksontheside.

Mpilo:Yeahsomebodyisfollowingus.Iknowdad

whatamisupposedtodo,noweparkedatagarage

LangaandKagisostepout,thatcarfollowedusin.

Theyknockonitswindow.

Mpilo:Whataretheydoingdadihavetogobye

Iwanttogohomenow.

Mzwakhe

Itakeofmyclothesandstepintheshower,iturn



thetaponandletthewaterrunallovermybody.I

closemyeyesandleanback,ineedPhindileback

inmylifeandiknowitwon'tbeeasygettingher

back.Shewon'tmakeitanyeasierformetogether

back.Ifinishshoweringandstepout.

Jamesisinmyroom.

Me:WhereisPhindile

James:Shewillcomebacklater

Me:Whyyouherethan

James:Comesitdown

Me:Baba



James:Mzwakhe

Ivigorouslythrowmyselfonthebed.

James:Why?Mzwakhewhy?Gothroughthisroute

whenyouknowverywell,inthebackofyourhead

thisisnotforyou

Me:Iwascaughtupinthemomentiwantedtosee

ifshewilldiesincePhindiledidn't

James:Mzwakheyoudon'tplaywithpeople's

feelingslikethat

Me:Iknowiknowbutshewasawitchandwitches

deservestobedestroyed.She'sluckysheonlygot

awaywithembarrassment,butilovePhindilewith

mywholelifeandeverythingigot



James:Nodoubtaboutthat

Me:Iamsorrybutnotsorry

Iheaddownstairs.Theylaugh.

Ndu:Eyuyisdididiyezwa(Yourcrazyman)

Thato:Wewouldn'ttradeyoufortheworld

Theylaugh.

Phindile

Icalmdownonceiseethecargoingupthecorner,

thegateslidesopen,hedrivesin.Westepoutofthe

carandheadinside.Themoodisverystaledidn't

theyhaveawedding.



KG:Webackhomesafe

Me:Haibowhatisgoingonletmesee

Itakehishandandthere'snoring.

Me:Okaywhereisthebride

Thobani:Youdon'tknow

Me:Knowwhatiwasbusy

Thobani:Hedidn'tgetmarried

IlookathimthanMzwakheandlaughmyassoff.

Me:Yousomeanwhydidn'tyoujustendthings



withheryouhadtobewakheayokay

Linda:Whathappenedtoyourwristsbothofyou

Me:Youboyopenedupandigotwhatineeded

Thabiso:Youcomingbackhome

Me:No

Sakhile:Youbacktogether

Me:Idon'tcareiamhungry

Hepullsmyhandifallonhislap,hegrabsmyneck.

Mzwakhe:Batsheleukuthngowakhobatshel(Tell



themiamyourstellthem)

Icovermymouthlaughinghishandtrailsdownto

mycoochie,hepressesharder.

Me:Okayokayheismineandwenotlettingeach

go

Mzwakhe:Louder

Me:Heismymanpeople

Hesmilesandlet'sgoofme.

Me:Younotmymanandyouwillneverbe

Irunaway.Hechasesmealloverthehouse,he

pushesmeinsomedarkclosetwhateverthisis.



Wekiss.
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Phindile

Standingbeforemewasathreeheadedcreature

withmultiplehands.Itlookedveryangryeachhand

hadadangerousweapons,whichcaneithercutme

intohalf.Poisonmeorkillmeinaninstant,howcan

ifightthisbadboy.

Voice:Neverunderestimatethepowerofthesnake

ItswingsitsAxeacrossmeiduck.Anotherhand

swingscomingfromthebackwithwhatlookslikea

hammer,iclosemyeyesanddisappear.Iopen

themiambehinditsotherhead,inoticesomething

interestingitcannotsee.Theheadsstarttorotate,

itswingsaswordanditcutsmeigroaninagony.I



needtokeepmyselfontheheadthatcan'tseethat

wayiwillbeabletodefeatit.

Ineedtofinditslifesourcefirstsomethingglowing.

Theheadsrotateagain,ilookattheground.

Mzwakhe

Ithoughtiwasgoingtospendsomequalitytime

withpbutshe'snot.She'ssomewhereoftosave

theworldandiwastrending.

"Millionaireboyfriendleaveshisfianceforacall

girl"

"lowlifelowselfestimatetypeofman"

Iamanythingbutlowlifeokaymaybeiamalittlebit,

butiamcursed.



Sakhile:Theycallingyouadisgustinghumanbeing

Theylaugh.

Me:Iwishyallcanstopreadingthat

Sakhile:Yoursidesarecommenting

Thobani:Listentothisone"Heislikethatjustfucks

youandleavesyoudestitute"

Thabiso:Eygowan

Heswearsatthemtheylaugh.

Nonhle:Yourbleeding



Me:What

Sheliftsmytopof.

Nonhle:Yourbleeding

Phindile

Ilookatthegroundstillnothingishappening.Iam

tryingtoopenupabigholesothaticantrapit

underground,itwillfindawaytocomebackupand

thatswheniwillstrike.Lookslikeihaveto

transform.

Ifullytransformandwrapmyselfarounditslegs

pullingit.Itlandshardthegroundshakes,i

maintainmygrip,itsstrugglestomove.



Me:Sizwe

Theywraparounditlegs,itransformandrunupits

body.Theheadrotatesiseethelightimustget

therebeforeitfullyrotatesandgainitsstrength

back.

Iholdmyspearupandstabitrightthroughits

glowingface.

Me:Nottodayyouuglydemon

Itgetsupthrowingusoffitsbodyithinkipissedit

off.

Me:Whatsgoingonwhyisn'titdying

Sizwe:Youhavetogoinsideit



Me:What

Sizwe:Itstheonlywaytodefeat

Lungelo:Iwillgocheckontheboys

Sizwe:Wewillcoveryourememberbefearlessyou

gotthis

Mzwakhe

Iwasn'tinpainoranythingsohowamibleeding.A

manappearsbeforeme,hehasacup.Herunsiton

myback.

Him:Drinkthis

Ido.



Him:Everyoneremaincalm...forthebabiesand

babymama

Ihopeeverythingisokay.Ican'tlosePhindilenow,

sheneedstofightandbestrong.

Phindile

Wewerefightingtoothandnailhalfofitsweapons

weredown.Holdonicancommandittoswallow

meandicandefeatitfromtheinside.Itrotates,this

rotatingiswhat'sgivingitstrength.Butitopensits

mouthitransform,iliftmybodyupandslitherinits

mouth.

Mzwakhe

Thepoolbubblesthreepeopleriseupandrun

inside,theylayherfacedown.Theyliftuphertop

andsheistheoneonecut,howdiditreflectonme.



Him:Pleaseleanandtellhertocomeback

Iasknoquestionandwhisperinherear.Shegasps

andthancries,theypressherdown.Ihavetohave

atleastonedoctoronstandbyandiknowjustwho,

becausehedoesn'tnotlikegoingtowork.Yethe

prideshimselfonbeingthebestdoctorever.

Me:Isshegoingtobeokay

Him:Nowthatshehasherstrengthyes

Me:Whatisyourname

Him:SizwethesearemybrothersLungeloand

Lungani



Me:Sohowdowehelphernow

Sizwe:Wewillstayforacoupleofdaysjustto

monitorherandkeeptheevilaway

Inod.

Sakhile:Whereyouat

Thedooropenswelaugh.

Thabiso:Youshouldbefired

Thato:Yalllovemehowcanyoufireboybyeokay

whatwedealingwithoookay.Gloves,needle.Will

shehurtme

Sizwe:Idon'tknowwanttotry



Thato:Okaythanyoudoit

Itaketheneedleandinjecther,hestartscleaning

upherwound.
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Mzwakhe

Shewasinalotofpainandshewastryingtomask

itoff.Ihavetomakeherstayhereascomfortable

aspossible,afightbreaksoutside.

Phindile:Mzwakhepleasedealwiththat

Ishake,igetupandheadoutsidetheyboth

transform.Oneintoamultipleheadsnake,theother

intoawhitesnake.Thecowardsoutsiderunwhy

aminotscaredofthiswholesituation.Istandin

themiddleandfoldmyarms.



Sizwe:Youshouldgobacktoyourworld

Thapelo:Ohyeahmakeme

Me:ifanyofyoutouchmeiswear,iswear

Thapelo:Hestartedit

Me:Andiamfinishingitinkosazaneyenu

ayiphathekilekahleninaniziphathisaokwemdlwane

(Thequeenisnotokayandyouhereactlikedogs)

disappearfrommyfaceyouhoes

Theylookateachotherverybad.

Me:Now



Sizweclickshistongueanddivesinthepool.

Thapelodisappearswhataretheyfightingabout.

Phindile

Theyshouldbehappyiamdoinggood,nothey

wanttobefighting.Thatowascleaningmywound,i

criedinsilencethepainisjustonanotherlevel.

Thato:Nodon'tdothatyougoingtohurtherand

interruptme

Mzwakhe:Doweneedtotakehertothehospital

Thato:Nopeshewillbejustfineangithmommy.

OuchMzwakhewhyyouabusingme

Mzwakhe:Mamaukahlekodwa



Ican'ttalkiamjustinpainiamwaitingforThatoto

finish.

Mzwakhe:Okaymyyougoingtobefine

HeliftsmeupandsmilesMzwakhepuncheshim.

Thato:Mzwakhehawu

Me:Ican'tputabandagewithout

Thato:Notyetmylovejusttakeiteasydon'tlift

anythingandyouwillbejustfine

Me:Somethingiswrong

Andile



IwonderhowpisdoingafterallthebullMzwakhe

putherthrough.Yesesthatguywillamazeyou

onceyouthinkyouhavehimfiguredout,theshit

showheisgoingtoshowwillquestionyoursanity.

Onika:Yousawthis

Me:Theheartwantswhatitwantsandhisdidn't

wanthers

Onika:Iwouldkillyouifyouleftmeatthealter

Inibbleonherm&midon'tlikethisstuffbutonce

youhaveone,yougoonandon.

Siyanda:Lookwhatthecatdraggedin

Nkabinde:Helloeveryoneineedtospeaktoyou



Me:Letsgo

Weenterthestudyroom.

Me:Thisbetterbegoodforyoutointerruptmychill

day

Nkabinde:Gorgeousdarkbeautifulgood

Hehandsmeafileiopenit.

Me:Ohwii

Nkabinde:Iknewyouwouldloveit

Me:Howdidyougetthese



Nkabinde:Ihavebeenfollowingher

Myheartstartsbeatingoutofitschest

Nkabinde:Imeanigatheredinformationabouther,

sowhatdosayletskillhimwhereithurtsthemost.

Paybackforbustingouroperationofcourse,hecan

notknowiamyourbusinesspartner

Ilaugh.

Nkabinde:Whatsfunny

Me:She'shot

Nkabinde:Andwouldsellafortune



Me:No

Nkabinde:Imaginewhatwecandowiththismoney

Idon'tthinkheheardme.

Nkabinde:Waitwhat

Me:No

Nkabinde:Amihearingyourcorrectly

Me:Younotgoingtokidnapher,younotgoingto

sendpeopletokidnapher.Sheisnotforsale

Nkabinde:Andile



Me:IwilltellMzwakhewhatyouupifyoudon'tlet

thisgo

Nkabinde:Younotgoingtodothat

Me:TrymeNkabinde

Nkabinde:Yousignedanagreement.Iamgoingto

sendthistohighplacesandtheywilldecidewhatto

do

Me:IamwarningyouNkabindeyoudonotwantto

gothere

Nkabinde:Andiamsayingthisisalotofmoney

Heleavesshitigrabmyphoneandtextthemonkey.



Mzwakhe

Myphonebeeps"Weneedtotalk"whatdoeshe

want,thedooropensSakhilewalksin.

Sakhile:Myoneandonly

Me:Whereyouguysat

Sakhile:Drinking...Mommy

Shesmiles.

Sakhile:Avengikuthandayezwangithandaukuth

unobrawami.Celaumphathekahleyezwamommy

ungamkhawathi,ungathathiiskhathieside

ukumxolela.Uyakuthandangiyazinaweugcwele

ngaye,ngiyanicelabafethu(Iloveyouman,ilove

thefactthatyouarewithmyboy.Pleasetreathim

welldon'thurthim,don'ttaketolongtoforgivehim.



Helovesyouandyoualsolovehim,ibegofyou

guys)

Hisphonebeeps.

Sakhile:Uhmyeahningathathiiskhathieside

asishademanjesenzeizingane.Ubalulekilekuthina

sonkeyizenjeuskhuluengakuhloniphi,uyahlanya

velekodwauncanyiweblindsthandwasam.

Asenzangakahlesikuzwiseubuhlungukaningi

kodwa,uhlaleuwuwenaunakekelalomndeni.

Ngalokhominangiyababongela(Don'ttakeforever

fixingthings,letsgetmarriedandmakebabies.You

areveryimportanttous,eventhoughhetreatedyou

likethat.Heiscrazyanywaysbutyouareloved

dearly,dearly.Wealsodidn'ttreatyouwell,we

causedyoupainbutyoustayedbehindand

protectedthisfamily.Forthatonbehalfofeveryone

iamsayingthankyou)

Shewasnowcrying.



Sakhile:Ungakhalintomboangizamiukuvusa

amanxeba,ngiyawapholisa(Don'tcryiamnot

tryingtorubsaltinthewound.Iamhealingthem)

Iamdefinitelygoingtobespendingtherestofmy

lifemakingituptoher.

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Andilewantstoseeme

Sakhile:Ihaven'tpunchedanyoneinawhile.Eyo

weheadingtothewarehouse

Heleaves,igrabherneckandkissher.

Me:Iain'tgoingnowhere



Phindile:Bringsomegoodies

Ikissher.

Andile

Iamaddictedtothesechocolatethings,they

keepingmecalm.Ienterthewarehousetheyfrisk

meandrunametaldetector.

Me:Isthisreallynecessary

Ndu:Wegoingtoholdontothis

Irollmyeyeswewalkin,assoonasigettothem

theyshovemedownachair.

Me:Yalldon'tscaremeiamgoingtogouzokhala



Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Guys

TheylowertheirgunsitakemygunfromNdumiso.

Me:Iamnotheretostartawar

Mzwakhe:Whyyouherethan

Me:Levelwithmebecauseiamnotgoingtotake

yourbullshit

Ihandhimafilehesighs.Hissidekicktakesitfrom

him.

Me:Asyouallknowirunasyndicate



Mzwakhe:Holdplease

Sakhile:Youwanttotrafficourmommy

Me:Shutthefuckupandletmespeak

Mzwakhe:Whyareyouyelling

Me:Sothatnoneofyouarsholeinterruptme

Mzwakhe:Guysguys

Me:Nkabindecametomewiththatfilehegathered

someinformationabouther

Mzwakhe:WhichNkabinde



Me:There'sonlyoneNkabindeinourlineofwork

Sakhile:Heisahumantrafficker

Me:Ididn'ttellyouthat.Hesaidhewouldmakea

lotofmoneyandpaybackforbustingtheoperation

Helaughs.

Sakhile:Whatdidyoutellme

Me:IwilltellMzwakheandiampreparedtogo

throughtheconsequencesofcoursethatdidn't

scarehim,hesaidhewilltakeittothebigbosses

nowwhathedoesn'tknow

Mzwakhe:Youpartofthebigbosses



Me:Ifhedoesn'tstoppursuingthisalotcould

happen.Myfamily,youguys.Yourfamily

Mzwakhe:Youstillgoingtoriskitwhy

Me:Youdon'tneedtoknowthatnowicanprotect

heruntilyoufigureoutwhattodo

Helaughs.

Thabiso:Whyareyoulaughing

Mzwakhe:Phola

Hemaybelaughingbutinsideheisatickingtime

bombandwhenheexplodes,callthepolice,S.W.A.

T,FBI,soldiers.Heknowsmymovesiknowhis.



Phindile

IwasfeelingabitbetternowSizweandthetwins

joinme.

Me:Whyareyoufightingnow

Sizwe:Hemustgoback

Me:Can'tyoujustcoexist

Sizwe:Wecan'tbeinthesameplace

Me:Mzwakhelikeshimsoyoujusthavetostuckit

Lungelo:WhatarewegoingtodoaboutCynthiaor

ratherwhatdoesthequeenthinkofdoing



Me:Thebesticandoishidehershefailedto

completehertask,thatdemonwilluseherasa

sacrificetocomeback

Sizwe:Youshouldkillher

Me:Idon'tkillihelpandhealyou

Theylaugh.

Me:Thatstheonlythingthatwillhelpher.Helpme

tomyroombeforeMzwakhekillsme

Mzwakhe

Theytookhisgirlandwewereabletogetherback.

Hehasbeenhuggingherfordearlife,makesme

thinkaboutPhindile.Ifieverlostheragainiwould



losemyself.

Sakhile:Khambani

Me:Helooksvulnerablehewouldn'tlieabout

somethinglikethis

Andile:Youokaytheydidn'ttouchyou

Sheshakesherhead.

Andile:Onikaareyousureiswear

Onika:Idon'tknowAndileabunchofsnakes

showedup

Me:Thereyouhaveit



Hisphoneringshelooksatme,weturnonour

devicethatdisablelocationtracking.

Caller:Wetakingthegirlandthereisnothingyou

candoaboutit

Andile:Bringitonyoustupidmotherfucker

Nkabindeiamgoingtokillthisman.

Nkabinde:Whydoyoucaresheisjustanother

b*tchheisfucking,comeon.Getagripandprepare

forher,ithinkiwanttotasteherbeforeweshipher

off

Andile:Udakiwe



Hehungsupandmakeanothercall.

Andile:Listentakemomtothesafehouse,find

Samkelo'skidandbabymama.HowdoesNkabinde

knowaboutPhindile

Me:Hemayhaveseenhershit

Andile:Uyinkawungempelawena(Youreallyarea

monkey)

Myphonebeeps"Don'tloseme"Isigh.
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Andile

Thesituationgotworseandwearetryingourbest

todefuseit,thesepeoplewerewastingtime.Its

onlyamatteroftimebeforesendsthosepicturesto



thedarkweb,ahonceitsthereherauctionwillstart

andwecan'tletthatthathappen.

Me:Howfarareyou

Ayanda:Thetimeittakesforyoutoaskthat

question,themoretimeittakesawayfromme

doingmyjob

Me:Fuckyouiwillgladlyleaveandletmetellyou

Phindilewillbeshippedofffasterthanyoucan

blink.Takethatpicturedown,lockhimoutand

blockhimfrompostingit.Yousaidtobethebest

techgeekoutthere,hitmanextraordinaireandyou

can'tevencrashasite.Ahhshutyourmouth

Thobani:Ehlisaumoyaphela

Me:Youchosethelosingteam



Thobani:Youbetrayedmeandiwillnevergetover

that

Me:Whatever

Sakhile:Younotgoingtofindanything

Me:Whosaysiwanttofindsomething

Sakhile:Whateverthingyoudoingthereyouwon't

findanything

Me:WhereisMzwakhe

Thobani:Andile



Itakeofmyglassesandsigh.

Ayanda:Youwelcome

Ialsoneedtolockhimoutanddon'tcause

suspicion.IcallIvan.

Ivan:Mifavorito(Myfavorite)

Me:Yahnosotrostenemosunproblema(Wegota

problem)

Ivan:Notratobienlosproblemas(Idon'tdealwell

withproblems)

Me:Puedesvenirasudafrica?(Canyoucometo

SouthAfrica)



Hesighs.

Me:Goaheadlaugh

Theycrack.Ihavenevermetsuchidiotsinmy

entirelife.

Mzwakhe

Shewassingingfixingwhateverintheroom.Ilean

onthedoorframeadmiringher.Iamgladtosee

shehasrecoveredalittlebit,ihopeshetakesit

easybecausemoghelcangocrazy.Shelooksup

andseesmeismile.

Me:Rememberyouwouldsingthatsongandi

wouldinstantlyfallasleep

Phindile:Aplaceiusedtocallhomemysanctuary



Me:Thisisstillyourhomeevenidestroyedit.Iwill

doeverythinginmypoweraskingforforgiveness,

evenifittakesmeahundredyears.Iwillalwaysbe

remorseful

Shebreathesheavily.

Me:NgiyaxolisaPhindile

Phindile:IlovedyouMzwakhewithallmyheartand

youtookthatawayfromme.Yesimaynotbeen

perfect,ihadthingsgoingoninmylife.Since

foreveribeenfighting.Ifoughtwheniwentblind,i

foughtwhenicouldn'thearathing.Ifoughtwhen

mylegsdidn'twork.Allineededwasjustloveand

younevergavemeachancetoloveyou

Me:Whatyoumeanmama



Phindile:Ididn'tknowihadthesepowersandi

didn'tknowihadtoacceptthem,soyourancestors

theypunishedme.Iwatchedyouparadewiththis

person,iunderstandyoudidn'tlovemeandiwasn't

enoughforyou

Me:Mamayoumorethanenough

Phindile:Butthat'snothowyoufelt

Me:Iguessigotscarednotbecauseyouasnake,

butbecauseofthewomanthatyourare.Iwasn't

readyforallofthat,iwasn'treadytobefaithfulor

bethisvulnerabletoyou

IfeellikeifiexplainitinEnglishitwon'thurtheras

much.



Me:Iwasn'treadyforthatyouweretoomuchofan

alfafemalethaniwas

Phindile:Thisain'tnofastandthefuriousDomand

lettie

Ichuckle.

Me:Butirealizeyoujustwhatineedandwant.

Ngiyakuncanywamommyangifisiukuphinde

ngikuhluphe,ngiyafungangempiloyami(Iloveyou

andidon'twishtohurtyoulikethisagain,iswear

onmylife)

Shelooksatme.

Phindile:Atleastrespectmeenoughtoletmeknow

okaythingsarelikethisanddon'tjustblameonthe

curse



Me:Whateveryouwantyougotit

Phindile:We'llsee

Phindile

Iremovethebandagedthescrutinyiamgoingto

receivefromthisayshame.Mywoundhashealed

andclosedup,igetdressedandheaddownstairs.

IgrabathrowandputoverNonhleshewakesup.

Me:Turnupthetemperature

Nonhle:Mommy

Ayanda:Nonhle...Baby



Nonhle:Umemezelani(Whyyouscreaming)

Sakhile:Iwillneedanewbestfriendnowwhereis

yourmanicametofetchhim

Me:Mzwakheohthereheis

Hekissesme.

Sakhile:Ndodaasambe

Mzwakhe:Iamsick

Sakhile:Sick

Mzwakhe:Hmmm



Sakhile:Sickwithwhat

Mzwakhe:Outofhouseofphobia

Sakhile:Outofhouseofphobia

Mzwakhe:Yeahitsfearofbeingoutthehouse

Sakhile:Welloutofhouseofphobiayourassoutnow

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe:Idon'twanttogomommy

Hedragshimouttheyleave,outofhouseofphobia

ohMzwakhe.



Mzwakhe

Iwouldn'tbehereiftheygotthisundercontrol.

Theywastingmytimeandidon'ttakekindlytothat.

Me:Umthethowenuniyayaziintoeniyenzayonoma,

nijatshuliswaukubonaubusobam,ngiyazi

ngimuhle(Doyouknowwhatyourdoingoryour

justhappytobeabletostareatmyface)

Myphonerings.

Me:Mmm

Nkabinde:Mylovelypartnerokayrealquickmywife

ishavingadinnerpartyandiwouldloveitifyou

couldjoinme,withyourbeautifuldarkgorgeous

family



Whatdoisaytohim.

Me:Yeahsurewewouldbedelighted

Nkabinde:Awesomeiwilltextyouallthedetails

Andile:Hello...Ncwaneyiniinkingayakhoini.Sheis

notforsalewhatdoyoumeanhefleweveryonein.

Bandilelistenthatgirlisnotforsale,okaythanks

fortheheadsup

Sakhile:EvenBandileNcwaneisahumantrafficker

Nowonderidon'tlikethemitwon'tbeeasytaking

downthewholecartelnow.

Andile:Idareyoumotherfuckeridareyou



Ismirk.

Phindile

Sbusisoboughtaroundhisboothangwewalked

therunwaytogether.Iamhappyiwasthefirst

persontomeether,shewentintotheriverandthe

ancestorsloveher.

Me:LadiesicomebaringgiftsthisisLuthandothe

model

Sindiswa:Iknewyoulookedfamiliar,youthatgirl

everytimeyoustrutdownacertainkindofsmiled

poppedupinSbu

Me:LuthandothisisOlwethufirstlady,Nonhle,

Sindiswa,Leratooneismissingshe'satworkand

me



Lu:Lovelymeetingyou

Olwethu:Wedon'twanttopunchyounowgirlyou

bettertreathimrightnoiamjoking

Welaugh.

Rato:Pregnancyain'tneverlookedthisgood

Sheissobeautifulandsuperyellowboneits

unbelievable.

Rato:Itsthatd*ckrightwenaOlwethuwhenyou

gettingpregnant

Olwethu:Mepregnantohno

Me:Thetimeiscoming



Rato:Youshouldlonghavehadkids

Olwethu:Youknowtherewasatimewheremytits

didn'thangdowntomywaist.Myasswasn'tcloser

tomyknees,whereihadplentyoftimegetting

married

Welaugh.

Olwethu:Nowiamnotsosure

Ohwellallofthemgettobepregnantihopethey

don'tloseme.
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Andile

Thisfamilyanddramatheyactingasifiamgoing

tostageanattackonthem.Iwasbaggedandmy

handsweretied,idon'tknowwhereweareorwhere

wegoing.Foralliknowtheycouldbetheones

planningmyattack.

Theyremovethebaganduntieme.

Me:Reallyisthisevennecessary

James:Haveaseatmolonkosazane

Her:Sawubonababa

Jamesisanythingbutubabaheisazaddyheages

likefinewine,shelooksatme.



Her:Wouldyoulikesomecoffee

Me:Yesplease

Myphonerings.

Me:Ivanjustgivemeafewminutesiamcoming

now

Awholelotofthementerwhointheirrightmind

makessomuchnoiseinthemorning.Myheadis

goingtoexplodeandiamgoingtohaveaserious

malfunction.Isiponthiscoffeeanditisdevine.

Sakhile:YaAndile

Me:Sho



Sakhile:Youstillnotgoingtofindanything

Yeahwhateveriknowthatnow,helaughs.Thani

hearabeautifulvoiceandimmediatelycalmdown.

Me:Whosepenthouseisthis

Mzwakhe:Mines

Me:Nice

Mzwakhe:OkayAndilewhatisitthatyouwantme

todo,becauseicanseeyoudon'twantmeto

obliterateyourpartner

Me:Heismymiddlemanlistenigotmypartner

comingin,youasmartmaniamsureyouandyour

teamcanfindwaystomakethisgoaway



Thatangelicvoicecomescloser.

Phindile:Helloeveryone

Mzwakhe:Mama

Theykisseachotherarghyuck.

Me:Siestoyviniendo(Yaiamcoming)

Mzwakhe:HaiboyouspeakSpanish

Ishowhimthemiddlefingerandleave.

Mzwakhe

Shewasdancingifidokillhimasquadof



traffickersanddruglordswouldbeonmytail.I

don'thavethatkindofmanpower,exceptmybaby

ofcourse.Wecantakethatwholeoperationdown

butwedon'twanttoriskthat.

Sakhile:Yougood

Me:Wegood

IlookatSbu.

Sbu:Luthandocanyoucomehereforasecond

Theylaugh.

Sbu:MylovemeettheBhengu's

Me:Ohsothisistheladyyoubeenhiding



Linda:Youlookfamiliar

Thobani:Sbusisowatchout

Welaugh.

Sbu:Youguyssawheratkhetho'sfashionshow,

theysiblings

Linda:Yeahyouwerewalkingalongsideour

mommy

Me:Welcometothefamily

Lu:Thankyou



Me:Theladieshavetheymetyoutheladyofthe

house

Lu:Theywerearguingaboutwhoiswho

Me:Don'tbelieveeverythingPhindileissayingokay

Myphonebeeps"Canweriskitalittlebit"

Me:Asambeni...Phindile

Andile

IknowMzwakheandheisslowlylosinghis

patienceifnobodycomesupwithaplan.The

bastardisgoingtoexplodeandidefinitelydonot

needhisdrama.

Ivan:Queestamoshaciendoaqui(Whatarewe



doinghere)

Me:You'llsee

TheyarriveIvanlooksatme.

Mzwakhe:Youbetternotpissmeoff

Me:Itsyourfaultweinthismess

Ivan:Whatisgoing

Me:Miparejaquierevenderaestasenorita(My

partnerwantstosellher)

Hesmiles.



Me:Nopuedodejarqueesosuceda(Icannotlet

thathappen

Ivan:Porqueesmuyhermosayganariamucho

dinero?(Whyshe'sverybeautifulandwouldmake

lotsofmoney)

Me:Phindile

Shecomesandtoucheshishand,ishakemyhead.

ManyyearsagoIvanandistartedthisthing,along

thewaythingsgotmessy.HekilledSantana's

brotherMike,hesoldusoutandwetookhimout.

SincethanSantanahasbeenlookingforhis

brothersmurderers,hepullshishand.

Mzwakhe:Wemaynotbeabletotakeawhole

carteldown,butfromwithinwecandestroyyou



Ivan:Quetienesenmente(Whatdoyouhavein

mind)

Me:Youguysareupnowwewillstopthisfrom

happeningonourside.YoudealwithNkabinde

Ivan:Mooler.Esosiemprecausaproblemas(That

onealwayscausesproblems)

Me:Cuentamesobreeso(Tellmeaboutit)

Ivan:Misenoraesmuyhermosa(Myladyisvery

beautiful)

Me:Muy(Very)ohandremember

Mzwakhe:Yeahwhateverd*ckhead



Mzwakhe

OkaynowwegettingsomewhereevenifAndileand

hisSpanishguythreatenNkabinde,hewon'tletthis

go.Hewon'tstopuntilPhindileissoldtothe

highestbidder.

Thobani:Hisdaughterlovestodanceinfactitsher

life

Me:Okay

Thobani:Secondthoseguysareloadmadrich,with

glamorousmachines

Me:WouldAndileallowustothat

Thobani:ForyoumaybenotbutPhindilehecan

compromise



Sakhile:Weneedtogetintheirhousesandsecurity

systems

Me:FindoutfromAndilewhoNkabindeisinviting

Sakhile:Ifhedoesn'tdropthis

Me:WegoingforthekilluphiuThapelo.Thaps

comeoutfromwhereveryouhiding

Heappearswithhisarmsfolded.

Me:Canialsohavethatpower

Thapelo:Youhavethemyoujustcan'tusethem

becauseyouangeredyourancestors.Whyami

here



Me:Ineedyourhelp

Thapelo:Iamleaving

Them:What

Me:Why

Linda:Justwheniwasstartingtolikeyou

Thapelo:Idon'tlikeyoueither

Me:DidwedosomethingwrongThapsyoucan'tgo

man.Ineedyouatleasthelpmegetoutofthisand

youcanthinkaboutleaving



Linda:Youmadtheygotbacktogether

Helaughs.

Thapelo:Madaboutwhattheyweregoingtoget

backtogether

Me:Thapelo

Thapelo:Okay

Ineedthesesnakes.

Phindile

Helooksatme.

Sizwe:Phindile



Me:YounotabouttomakemefightwithMzwakhe

Sizwe:Youwon'tneedtofightwithhimtalktohim

withrespect,don'tuseyouralfamaleonhim.Talk

tohimashisgirlfriend

Me:Itoldyouhelikeshim

Sizwe:Wemorethancapableofdoingthejob

Thapelodoesn'tneedtobehere

Me:Okayiwilltalktohim

Idon'tknowwhatistheproblemwiththem

Mzwakhewillscreamatme.
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Mzwakhe

AnotherfightbetweenThapeloandSizwe

happened,aretheygoingtoattackeachotherevery

timetheyseeeachother.Whatistheirissuereally.

Me:Kantiwhywefacingabigdilemmayouguys

wanttomurdereachother

Sakhile:Whatisgoingon

Thaps:Askhimwhatishisproblem

Me:Phindileexplainthisnonsense

Phindile:Thapelocameherebecauseofyouwe

fixednowhehastogobacktohisworld

Me:Thatstilldoesn'texplainwhyeverytimethey



seeeachother,theywanttokilleachother

Phindile:Ionlyknowwhatiamsupposedtoknow

Ilookathersheknowssomething.

Me:Wellyouhavetotalktoyourguysotherwisewe

notgoingtogetalong

Sakhile:Mzwakheno

Me:Theyfightingwhatamisupposedtodo

Sakhile:Itsafightbetweensnakesmawuyingena

lentoyougoingtofightPhindileandwhenyoufight

Phindile

Them:Yallbreakup



Theliftopensheentersandmodels.

Me:Yaaashoneyyaashoneyworkit

Linda:Darlingteachmehowtowalk

Khetho:Leftoutstandstraightleftright

Welaugh.

Andile

Mzwakhesayshewantsustomeetwhynowidon't

know,wegotthrougheverything.Nkabindeis

pullingoutallthestops,heinvitedthetopdogsthe

dooropensPhilaniwalksin.

Me:Son



Philani:Heydad

Me:ItakeityouherebecauseofPhindile

Philani:Ican'tstressenoughhowimportantitisnot

toloseher

Me:Wellwenotiwillmakesureofit

Philani:Ifhedoesn'tletitgo

Me:Wegoforthekill

Philani:Iamhavingababy

Ilookathim.



Mzwakhe

IamtheonlyonewhocanprotectPhindileandthe

reasonwhynobodyissayinganything.Thisismy

fightanditstimeiputmyfootinit.

Khetho:Iwassurprisedwhenyoucalled

Me:Ifanybodycandoit,itsyou

Khetho:Alrightiamlistening

Me:Ifyouhaveanysuitspleasehookusup,alsoi

needtomakeadressforher

Hetakesouthistapeandstartsmeasuringher.

Khetho:Areyoudying



Phindile:Whatno

Khetho:Honeyyougotafigurefordays

Andanassfordaysaymanmygirlfriendis

beautiful.

Me:Iwantherlookingsnatchedfordaysandalso

makeasuit

Khetho:Foryou

Me:No

Theliftopens.



Me:Him

Andile:Whyamihereithoughtwefinalized

everything

Me:Iamrunningtheshownowgomeasurehim

Hesighs.

Phindile

Icandefinitelyfeelthestressandheavinessheis

carryingandsexisnotgoingtodoanything.He

getsontopofme.

Me:Mzwakheno

Mzwakhe:Awmommyngiyacela



Me:Thisain'tgonnahelp,itwilljustsendyououtof

control

Mzwakhe:Comewiththebullshitonlybecauseiam

inagoodmood

Me:Iain'ttryingtocauseanything,howeversince

Sizweandthetwinsaretheprotectorsofthesnake.

Theymylovearetheoneswhostepupandprotect

youguys,whateveritmaybe

Mzwakhe:Idon'tknowthisSizweguyheisgiving

mebadvibes,andchillssomethingdodgyandcold

abouthim.Thosegreyeyesablackokayheisnot

blackbut

Me:Wouldyourathertheybewhiteandreflect

snakeeyesbecause



Iblinkmyeyes.

Mzwakhe:Dammyoulooksexy

Iblinkmyeyesagain.

Me:Alliamsayingheismebutverydangerous

Mzwakhe:See

Me:Please

Mzwakhe:Canyouhearthat

Me:What

Mzwakhe:P*ssythatwantstobelicked



Hepullsmedowntotheedgeofthebed,heripsmy

pantsoff.Helovesrippingmystuffthisone,

expensivestuff.
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Mzwakhe

Thingssortofwentleft,wenotsureifwegoingto

makeNkabinde'sfakedinnerparty.Phindileisofto

fightademonthelifeopensJamesenterswith

Andileandsomesuitcovers.

James:Whatarehispronouncebeforeisaythe

wrongthing

Welaugh.

Me:He



Khethoisnotyouraveragegaypersonhehashis

momentsthoughandwenothomophobic,theonly

personwhodoesn'tunderstandthisisThapelo.We

hadtoteachhimnothingwrongwithamanhaving

relationswithanotherman.

James:Anywayshewillcomelateryeahtheseare

thedressesthisisyoursuit.

Andile:Itsnotmybirthday

Me:YougoingtoarrivewithPhindilesotrythaton

Andile:Istherearoomicanuse

Me:Weallmen



Thabiso:Waitaminute

TheyallholdAndileandpulldownhispants.

Andile:Whatthehell

Hetriestofightthembuttheyholdhimputhis.

Thabiso:Haaunesagilaesingaka

Welaughboyswillbeboystheyletgoofhim.

Andile:Thatisnotverymanlylikeiamgoingtoget

youfools

Welaughyeahitsblack,long,thickandtheright

size.



Me:Listenwemaynotbeabletomakethedinner

Andile:Why

Me:Phindileisnothere

Andile:Youletheroutbyherself

Me:Relaxshejustgonesomewherespiritual

Andile:Oh

Me:Youwillwaitforherifshedoesn'tshowupthan

keshedoesn'tshowup

Phindile



Today'sdemonwasdifferentanddifficultiwas

fightingashadowofallmyfears.

Sizwe:Heywhyareyouattackingme

Iseeitappearinginfrontofhim.

Me:Whyyoukeepharassingme

Ipushhimawayandrun.

Voice:Whatswrongprincess.Faceityounomatch

forme

Lungelo:Nkosazane

Me:Stopfollowingme



Myanxietygetsthebestofmeamidstoffog

appears.Thisfoglooksfamiliar,acoldchillpasses

throughmybody.Ilookaroundiaminthecold

forestmygatewaytotheriver.Ifearedthisplacea

lot.

Voice:Yourfriendscan'tseemeonlyyoucan

Me:Iwillfindyouthat'sforsure

Voice:Youwouldhavetofightmealoneifyoudon't

wanttoputyourfriendsindanger

Mzwakhe

Wewerejustchillingwecouldn'tdoanything.

Andilewasmunchingonm&m,hesaysithelpshim

calmdown.



Sakhile:ThemightyAndileshakinginhisboots

Andile:Itsbecauseiknowonceshe'sinthere,there

isnogettingoutnomatterhowpowerfulonecanbe

WenotgoingtoletanythinghappentoPhindile.

Me:Youanyideawhatisgoingtohappen

Andile:Nopicturesofhershouldbetakenwhatever

happensdonotletheroutofyoursight.Thereisa

tubedonotlethergetinthethe,Yourguysmust

getofridoforhackintohissecuritysystem.

Whateverangleshe'singetridofit

Me:Wellthanwilldependonwhetherwegoingor

not.Wegottoseehowthedaypansoutinthe

meantime,youcangoandcomeorchill.Iwillbe

backdoyouwanttocomewithme.Idon'tneedyou



judgingme

Sakhile:Iwillstaybehindbecauseveleiamgoing

tojudgeyou

Me:Whatever

Ileave.

Sizwe

Thequeenwasinafullmentalconfusion.She

keepsattackingusandrunningaway.Sheneedsto

findawaytobreakfreefromthis.

Me:Nkosazanestoprunningitsme

Phindile:Youthinkiamgoingtobelieveibelieve

you



Lungani:Wehavetostopthispower

Lungelo:Howdowefightsomethingwecan'tsee

Me:Somethingisconfusingherwithus.Onlyshe

candoit,shecan'tfightit

Shehasdonegreatsofarwecan'tlethergiveup

now.

Phindile

Theyallappearbeforemeigetangryreallyangry.I

formfireballsonbothmyhands,ineverknewihad

thismuchgreatpower.

Theylaughcausinganevenmore,irritableand

defeaningsoundtomyears.



"Don'tyourecognizeus"

Voice:Savemeandyouwillsaveyourselffromthis

nightmareprincess

"Weareworriedaboutyou,can'twaityouseeit"

"Trustus"

Voice:Attackthembeforetheysurroundyou

otherwiseitsoverforyou

"Nkosazanefight"

Voice:Stabthemnowdestroythemnow



Myheadstartspoundinginaverybadway.

Voice:Yestherewegodestroythemprincessandi

willgettheultimatepower

"Nkosazanedon'ttrustwhatyouseerememberbe

fearless"

Iclosemyeyes.

Voice:Attackthemnow

Me:No

Iopenmyeyestheshadowinfrontofthemfades

away.Iamnotscaredthisisapartofmynightmare,

mydemise,myfearstheonlywaytodefeatitisto

acceptit.



Voice:Youcan'tacceptmeyouwouldbeputting

everyoneindanger

Me:Icanyoujustaprojectionofmyfears

Wetransformintosnakesigoaroundtheother

snake.Ican'tbelieveiamabouttoswallowasnake.

Sakhile

Theancestorsletmeinonhisplanandiamvery

happyistayedbehind.Mzwakhewilldietryingto

protectanyofus,hewouldratherbeinareally

fuckedupsituationthantoletanythinghappento

hisfamily.

Theguysweresloshediain'tdrinkinganything,i

havenoideawhereitcamefrom.Iampositivethe

drinksarespikedandallthefoodispoisoned.



Ivan:Miparejanoinvitada(Mypartnernotinvited)

Whatmessthesepeoplehavegottenusinto.

Nkabinde:PatienceMontenegropatience

Helookssidewaysandlooksatme.

Ayanda:"Iamindamnthesemotherfuckersare

loaded"

Ofcoursetheyaretheyselldrugsandhumansfora

living.Moneytheydon'tdeserve.

Nkabinde:Ithoughtyouwouldbebringingyour

wholefamily



Mzwakhe:Thisismywholefamily

Ayanda:"WedowestartwithMrSpanishguy,okay

mommyjustenteredthebuildingsheisgetting

ready"

Mzwakhe

Shelooksamazingidon'tknowwhatthesedresses

arecalled,butitsacutelongofftheshoulderblack

dress.Withasheersomethingunderneathcovered

indiamomds,shelookssnatched.

Ntando:"Onewrongmoveboomshe'sgone"

Idon'tneedanyone'snegativethoughts.

Andile:Sorryiamlatehadtogopickthisgorgeous

thang



Theykissheythatwasnotsupposedtohappen.

Themaniskissingmygirlwow,sheactsalongiam

goingtopunchthisfool.

Andile:"Toldyouiwasgoingtogetyoufools"

Nkabindelooksgobsmacked,theothersaresmiling.

Ivan:Puedemisenorasentarseamilado?(Canmy

ladysitnexttome)

Andile:No

Ayanda:"YoMontenegroisthebaddestb*tch

Nonhlehasbeennaggingmeaboutthose

expensivestrollers,andnowsheisgoingtoget

one"



Theyserveusfood.

Phindile:Sorryiamallergictoseafood

Thewife:Letmegocheckinthekitchen

Nkabinde:Iwilldoit

Man1:Relaxmoolerlasciaandarelamogile(Let

thewifedoit)

Myphonebeeps"Whateveryouhavegoingondoit

now,thesepeoplearesmilingbecausetheythinki

boughtherin"

Ayanda:"Andwetakeof"



Andile

Heisgrinningandlaughingdoesthisfoolreally

thinkinhisrightmind.Iwasgoingtoallowthisto

happenwellhehasanotherthingcoming,allof

theirphonebeepstheycan'thearitbutican

becauseofMzwakhe'shightech.Hemustsome

dayborrowmehislovelyexpensivegadgets.

"Wowihaven'tseensomuchmoneyinmylife"

Cecil:Questavoltatiseisuperato(Thistimeyou

haveoutdoneyourself)

Ivan:Muyhermosa(Verybeautiful)

Me:Lamentablementenoestaalaventa

(Unfortunatelysheisnotforsale)

Them:What



Me:Whydon'teverybodychecktheirphones

Mzwakhe:SeeNkabindewetoldyoutoletthisgo

youdidn'twantto,nowthisisjustsmallwaters.I

won'tonlykillyouiwillhurteverythingand

everyoneconnectedtoallofyou.Sheisnotforsale

andsuredamnain'tnorevengegetback.Such

audacitythinkingyoucanpullthisshitwithme,me

Nkabindeyousillyfool

Me:Here'swhatsgoingtohappentheygoingto

leavenowwithher.Ifanyofyoutrysomething

funnyiamtakingallofyoudown

Nkabinde:Isthissomekindofajoke

Me:Iwarnedyoudidn'tiyouthoughtiwasjoking.

Nokeepyoureyeshereonme



Mzwakhe:Iamreallysorryyourdaddydidn'tgive

meanychoice,continueusingthecreamand

everythingwillheal

Atleastthisisovernow.
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Andile

Igatheredmyassociatesandcloseddowna

restaurant,ain'tnowayiambringingthese

crackheadsanywherenearmyhouseormyfamily.

Me:Gentlemencalmdown

Cecil:Ourmoneyisgone

Me:Wellthatwouldn'thavehappenedhadthisfool



letitgolikeitoldhimto

Ivan:Mooler

Sinceyesterdayhehasn'tbeenokayhelooksreally

puzzled.Mzwakhemusthavekeptmeoutofhis

that'sfinesolongPhindilewasn'tkidnapped.

Alberto:Whataboutourmoney

Me:Sorrygentlemenyoupissedofthewrongone

Ivanlooksatmeidownmydrinkhesmilesalittle

bit.

Me:Ifandwhentheyfeellikereturningyourmoney

iwillletyouknowuntilthansafetravelsgentleman



Mzwakhe

Allthebullshitisbehindusnowicutalltieswith

Nkabinde.Everyonecontinuedwiththeirlivespand

istayedbehind,inoursafespacewhereitall

startedandiamahappyhappyman.Whatididto

Nkabinde'sdaughteriamnotamonsterbutidid

whatihadtodotoprotectmyfamily.

Thaps:Ididwhatihadtodonowiamleaving

Me:Thankyou

Thaps:Anytime

Ilookatthewomaniloveandsmile.

Me:Can'tyoustay



Thaps:Nobutiwillalwayslookoutforyouinmy

world

Me:Okaythanbye

Theliftopens.

Me:Yodosantosididn'tsaycomeinanoutofmy

penthousewhatthehellareyoudoinghere

Andile:Iwantmymoney

Me:50/50

Andile:Whatuyadakwa

Me:50/50oriamsendingthatshitbacktoits

owners



Theylookateachother.

Me:Whyyoubetrayingyourpartners

Andile:Ineedtobefearedineedpeopletothink

twiceaboutnotmessingwithme

Me:Rightohwell

Theirphonebeeps.

Me:Takeescevicheandgetthefuckoutofmy

house

Andile:Hewantstoaskyousomething



Ivan:Withyourexpensivetechtogetherwithour

moneywecanmakeaformidableteam

Me:Wellidon'tdealwellwithbullshitsobyebye

Ivan:Ifeveryouhaveachangeofheartplease

contactme.Wecoulduseyourexpertise

Asif.Andileandiwillbebacktohatingeachother

thenextday

Phindile

Theydidgoodbutahugemessisonthehorizon.

Myheadispoundingoutofcontrol,ifeellikemy

heartisabouttoexplode.Ineedtospendafew

dayshomeinmybed.

Mzwakhe:Mama



Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Youstillnotokay

Me:Noiamfeelingthisexcruciatinganditwon't

stop

Mzwakhe:Whatcanido

Me:Canyouputyourhandsonmyforehead

Igetupandsitinbetweenhislegs,restingmyhead

onhischest.Heputshishandsonmyforeheadand

immediatelyifallasleep.

Sakhile

IletMzwakheandPhindilehavetheirprivacy,idon't



likethirdwheeling.Icouldbeinmyhousebutthey

won'tallowmetobebymyselfandMzwakhewill

calltofindoutwhereiam.

"Icouldhookyouupwithahotbabefortwenty

grand"

Istoplookingatmyphoneandlookather.

Me:Sbuakakunikiimali

Lu:Thatsnotthepoint

Me:Haibosbusisocomegetyourgirlfriend

Lu:Noyoulooksadandwishedtobewrapped

aroundawoman'shand



Me:Idon'tneedawomanshewillcomewhenshe

wantstocome

Lu:Ormaybeyouplayfortheotherside

Ilaugh.Shedoesn'tlooklikesheisgoingtoletitgo,

soiamgoingtojustentertainher.Myphonerings.

Mzwakhe:Hellomylove

Me:Ufunani

Mzwakhe:Awngithingiyambhekaumuntuuthi

ngifunanisalamasimbako(Hereiamcheckingup

onyouandyoublowingmeoff,byeyouarshole)

SizweJali

Nowthatweouthereletmetellyoualittlestory



aboutmyself.Attheageof15mybrothersandi

disappeared,wefoundourselvesinanopenfield

lostforwords.Abunchofsnakesstartedshowing

up,wewereteleportedtoanotherdimension.

Spiritualworldwewerespecialchildrenandathreat

tohumanexistence,whateverthatmeant.We

stayedonancestralgroundsforourwholeentire

existence.Wemissedoutonlife,priortothatwe

sufferedalotalbecauseofamanwhocouldn't

acceptthathiswifewasleavinghim.

Thiswassupposedtobeourlivesthemoney,the

extravagantlifestyle.Itwassupposedtobeours

buttheancestorstookitallawayfromusandiam

takingallofitback.Ivowedtomybrothersthati

willavengeourpainandsuffering.Startingwith

thatdumbuselessqueenandwhoreofaman,once

thatisbrokeneverythingelsewillfallinplace.

Lungelo:Whatistheplan



Me:Wegoingtostudyeachandoneofthemmore

especially,thequeenandMzwakhe.Weneedto

findoutthedynamicsofeveryone'srelationships

Lungelo:Breakingthemup

Me:Iknowrighteishitstimetoadjustnow

Mzwakhe:Adjusttowhat

Me:Wehavetoadjustwelivingwithhumansnow.

Wemustknownottoeatyouguys

Mzwakhe:Youeathumans

Me:Allthoseyoukilled



Hechokes.

Me:Iwouldadviseyoukeepagoodrelationship

withus,there'salotofgoodcleaningupwecando

HelooksatusMzwakheisdefinitelynotstupidhe

willhavehiseyesonme.Sorryprincessbutthis

hasnothingtodowithyou,theywon'tseeme

coming.

[06/06,15:29] :204

Aweeklater

Mzwakhe

Ibeenagoodboylatelybutmygoodboynessis

startingtoannoymeorratherthefamily.Phindile

hasbeenlovingeveryminuteofit,myboysare

backtolovingmeagain.Everyonenjehasbeen

loveydoveyandthere'sthisprickThobani,yesesi



havenoideawhatishappeningwiththatboy.

Zethu:Doyouneedhelpwithanything

Shedropsthecasseroledishandcovershermouth.

Me:Haibomama

Thobani:Whatareyoumonkeysdoing

Zethu:Goodmorning

Thobani:Sho

Sakhile:Excusemewhoyoutalkingtolikethat

Me:Thobaniyinimanje



Thobani:Entlekniyangibhorayazi(Yallboringme)

Hetakeshisstuffandleaves.

Phindile:Zethuwaitcomebacksisi

She'scryingPhindilepullsherbacktothekitchen.

Whatisgoingonthisidiotbetternotbeuptono

good.

Phindile

Anotherbabyain'teveryoneblessed.Thisiswhat

happenswhenyoutreatmegood.Noiamjoking

butseriously,goodthingsdohappenwhentreatme

good.Nowonderhehasbeensnappingateveryone

andbeingmeanZethuispregnant.



Anele:Ihavecometotherealizationthatthese

boysoneminutetheyloveyou,thenexttheycan't

standyou.Whenyouthinkaboutleavingitsendof

theworldforthem

Lu:Don'tcrypleasebeautifulpeopledon'tcry

Zethu:Idon'tunderstandwhatdididowrong

Iamtryingsohardnotsayanythingiwantherto

enjoyhermoment.Olwethulooksatmeismileand

looktheway,whereisMzwakhewhenyouneed

him.Myphoneringsamen.

Me:Papi

Mzwakhe:Sthandwasam



Me:Yesmylove

Mzwakhe:Whatisgoingwhataretheyfighting

Me:Babyyouknowyourphonesaretaped

Mzwakhe:Youhidingthingsfromme

Me:Iambusywewilltalklater

Mzwakhe:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thobani

Iwanttoopenupmybusinessesagain.Ipassedby

SethuandNozi'sgraves,becausethatswhatthey



wantedofme.Whenilostthemlifetookahuge

knockonme.Ileftisinkedintoadeepdarkhole.

Mylifewasonshutdown,itookabreaktoput

myselftogether.IstayedinMozambiqueforquite

sometime.

Mzwakhewatchingmyeverymoveitriedescaping

himafewtimes,buthealwaysmanagedtofindme.

Iwasannoyedbutgratefuliprobablywouldhave

beendead,thanimetthishoneywiththemlong

chocolatelegs.Iwasgraspedbyhermelaninshe

wasonvacationwithhergirls,thingshappenedand

herewearetodayexpecting.

Shedoesn'tknowandiamafraidoftellingher,

thesehormoneshavebeendrivingmecrazy.

Exactlylikeapregnantwoman.

Mzwakhe:Broyouknowyoucantellmeanything



Me:Andwhatareyougoingtodoaboutit

Mzwakhe:Boyiwillsmackyouintheface

Me:Mzwakheyouannoyingmewhatareyalleven

doinghere

Mzwakhe:Ishouldhaveleftyoutokillyouruseless

self

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Letsgo

Me:FineZethuispregnant

Mzwakheslapsmetheylaugh.



Me:Whatyoudothatfor

WhenMzwakheslapsyou,youloseyourmarbles.I

blinkacoupleoftimesidon'tknowwhatheputsin

thosehandsbuttheyaredeadly.

Phindile

Hormonesandtempertantrumsaregoingtodrive

himcrazy.Itstheleastwecandoforthetrouble

theseboysarebringing,istepoutthebalconyand

checkonZethu.

Me:Heygirl

Zethu:Hey

She'snotsupposedtobedrinking.



Zethu:Idon'tunderstandwhatswrongwithhim

Youpregnantmylove.

Me:Hashetoldyou

Zethu:ItwasadrunknightinMozambique,wewere

gettingourfreakonohman.Hecriedsobad

Somethingsthathappenedwheniwasunder

Thapelo'sillusionwerereal.Hecanseethefuture,

whathappenedintheremightstillhappen.

Me:Thatshowallofthemarehoney..Holdonfor

onesecond,heywhenokayiamonmyway.Iwill

takethatifhesnapsatyoucansmackacrossthe

face,shouldmakeyoufeelbetter



ItextMzwakheandheadupstairstochange.

Mzwakhe

Me:Sorrytokeepyouwaiting

Phindile:Itsokay

Me:Iwillbeyouchauffeurfortoday

Phindile:Really

Me:Yeap

Phindile:Ohwow

Me:Don'truinitPhindileialwaystakeyouwherever



youwanttogoitsjustthatsometimesyoudon't

wantto

Phindile:Arghididn'tknowyouwantedtodriveme

everywhere

Me:Nowyouknow.Whatareyouthinkingabout

Phindile:Isyourloveformestrongenough

Me:Areyouserious

Phindile:Alotistocomeatushard,alotisaboutto

questioneveryone'sloyalty.Isyourlovestronge

enoughforeveryone

Wecan'thandleanotherdownfallwhatisshe

sayingme.



Phindile:Iknowyousaidletsnotoverthinkthings.

Butthefactismoreisgoingtobreakus,andidon't

thinkicanhandleit

Me:Icannotimaginelifewithoutyouidon'twantto

andididn'twantto.Iknowihurtyouandiamsorry

Phindile:Iusuallyhateyouwhenyoubreakmy

heartbutwithyouitsdifferent

Me:How

Phindile:Firstofallyougorgeoushowcaniletthat

go,butyoucamewhenileastexpected.The

dreamsihadaboutyouwerefascinating,icouldn't

seeyourfacebuteverythingelsejustmademelove

youevenharder.Ihateadmittingthisbutyoumy

worldbecausewell



Me:Tellmesomethingwhatmakesyouthinkilove

you

Phindile:Allyouthinkofisme

Me:Areyousureitsnottheancestorsyouknow

Phindile:Mzwakheancestorsdon'tcontrolfeelings,

theymightpunishyouforrefusingtobewiththe

persontheychoose.Butthoseareyourfeelings

Me:Ohsothatswhyyoudidn'tdoanything,youhad

faithorsomethingthatwhateverhappens.Iwill

alwayscomebacktoyou

Phindile:Somemaysaytoxic,somemaysayoh

Mzwakhejustusingyou



Me:ButinactualfactMzwakhelovesyoujustcrazy

inthehead

Phindile:Youbettermakesureyoutrustme,you

trustyourfamily,yourboysbecauseican'tsave

youfromthat

She'sscaringmewhatstheworstthatcanhappen.

Phindile

Imadeittomymeetingintimeafterasteamy

session.Heaccompaniedmeandissittingfarfrom

ourtable,theybringhimasliceofcakeandcoffee

orwhateverinthatcup.Wheredoesitsaywaiters

havetoflirtatiouswithcustomers.Myskinaches

sheturnsaroundandlooksatmethanMzwakhe,

hercheeksfalldown.Yeahb*tchheismine.



Samkelo:Whatisitwiththatguyeveryfemalelose

theirsenses

Me:Idon'tknowthatmustbeourclients

Anotherwhitecouplewearegoingtoberich.

Her:Sorrywelatei'mbreeCortezandthisismy

soontobehusbandNickfoster

Me:ItsapleasuretomeetyouimPhindileandthis

ismypartnerSamkelo

Bree:Iheardyouareabeastgirl

Me:Youdon'tsay

Samkelo:Howmaywebeofassistance



Bree:Wegettingmarriedinacoupleofmonths

month,weeksnotsureyet.Forthetimebeingyou

aregoingtocommunicatewithmymotherKimberly

anddaddMitchellCortez

Me:Okaydoyouguyshaveavenue

Bree:Yes

Me:Perfectguests

Bree:Fivetosixhundred

IlookatSamkelo.

Bree:Iknowiknowwehaveabigfamilyweflying

themfromItalyandGermany



Me:Color

Bree:Blueandwhite

Me:Anythingspecificyouwant

Bree:Orchids

Ohyeahiamdefinitelygoingtomakesomegood

money.

[06/06,15:29] :205

Phindile

Thingsarealittlebitcluttereddownatwarehouse

fromthelastweddingidid.Everyonewaskindof

tiredandMzwakhewasgettingmarried,something

aboutthisweddingdoesn'tmakesense.Shewas



talkingalotitlikeshewantedtosaysomething

thanquicklychanged,butweshallsee.

Samkelo:Sopcaniaskyousomething

Me:Okay

Samkelo:Nonhleispregnant

Ilaugh.

Me:Samkelowhyyouwanttohurtyourself

Samkelo:Sosheispregnant

Me:Samkelono



Samkelo:Wow

Nonhleishappyhemustjustmoveheusedand

abusedher,andnowheisrealizingthatheactually

lovesher.

Me:Isthereanythingbrokenorneedstofixed

Heignoresmeandanswershiscallshamehewill

bestrong.

Mzwakhe

WeleftforsomefreshairThobaniisbuggingthe

fuckoutofeveryoneandidon'twanttobeapartof

hisnonsense.Wemaybeoutofthegamebutsome

traditionswekept,imissedhangingoutwithmy

boys.

Ndu:Igottotellyousomethingokaysoawhileago



iwasatapartyyouknowenjoyingmyself.There

wasthisbabethatkeptcheckingmeout,fast

forwardnyanawebookintoahotelayziyakhipha

okaywegettotheintimatepart.Mrisreallyfeeling

himselfohmyGod

Welaugh.

Ndu:Soshehadtakenofherhairwegroaningand

moaningreallyinthemood,shedoesn'thavehair

rightsoinsteadof

Me:NdumisoKheswa

Ndu:Idon'tknowifiwasmeanttospankherassor

grabsomething,iendedupsmackingherboldhead

Thobani:Waaa



Ndu:Iamlikedidijustdothat,theb*tchslowly

turnsaround,thereandthaniwantedtorunthe

fuckoutofthere

Welaughmyphonerings.

Me:Mama

Phindile:Whereyouat

Me:Chillingwiththeboyswhy

Phindile:Okay

Me:Whyyouwantmebackhome

Phindile:Nojustwonderingokaybyeiloveyou



Me:HaibonanguuPhindileengisanganela(Here

sheiswiththebull)

Amanapproachesuswithflowers.

Him:SakhileandMzwakhe

Idownandsmileohnoshedidn't.

Him:Theseareforyou

Sakhile:Wowthesearebeautiful

Me:"Imaynotbewithyouatalltimesbutyouwill

alwaysbeinmyheart.Iloveyou,yourboring

girlfriend"



Sakhile:"Thebestfeelingintheworldiswhenyou

lookathimandheisalreadystaring"

Westareateachotherandsmile.

Phindile

Afterthatgruesomeworkoutiwantedtogohome

andseemyfamily.Imissthemallthetime,wordis

Mxolisigothimselfanewboothang.Theyin

Singaporetogethercouldshebethereasonwhymy

brotherwantstocomeback.Inoticemultiplecars

parkeddownatthechisanyama,theystillthere.

Me:Niyaphilakodwaangisanazi

Ma:Asakwazinathintokazi

Ilaugh.



Ma:Injanimpilo

Me:Kuyalenalekodwakuyaphilekaakufani

(manageable)

Ma:KadesabagcinanoMvelo

Thosetwoarewildcats.

Me:IyimbhodlazaMxolisiwe(Mxolisi'skids)

AmessagecomesthroughfromMzwakhe.Ifi

spendthenighthemightno,letmejusttrusthe

won'ttakeitthere.Itexthimback"Mayi"

Sakhile

Iamnotthatlonelyiamtakingabreakafter



Smangele,anythingthattodowithfemalesisigned

out.Butthereisjustoneinparticularmyheart

wants,sheismywifebutshedoesn'tknowthat.

Olwethu:Yougotagirlfriend

Me:Nowhy

Olwethu:Theflowers

Ismellmyflowersthatmommygaveme.

Me:Maybe

Iheadtomyroomandmywifeishereohman.

Nothando:Ohsorryididn'tknowyouwerecoming

backearly



Me:Doyouwantspacewecango

Nothando:Idon'thavethatkindofpowereven

thoughthatwouldhelpmealot.Schoolisaboutto

closeandiamwriting

Me:Yebonomacha(Yesorno)

Mzwakhe:"Ungamqomiyezwabalekangenyawo

zombile"(Don'tdatehimrunaway)

Me:Shutup

Mzwakhe:"Ungathathiiskhathiesideuwumfana

omuhlekabi,alreadynjeomommybamfunela

intombi.Uzosalakanjalo"(Don'ttaketolongnow,

heisaveryhandsomeguy.Asitistheladiesare

searchingforagirlfriendandyouwillbeleftout)



Me:Mzwakhethulamanyiniinkingayakho(Shutup

whatisyourproblem)

Iwishididn'tcomebackhome.

Mzwakhe

Wassheforrealhowcansheleaveallofmeby

myself.Shegetsinthecarikissher,icanfeelher

heartmeltingaway.

Phindile:Canwegethome

Me:Ayaycaptainyohthisphonehasbeenringing

nonstop.What

Luyanda:Everybodycomedownnow



Me:Okayguyspleasedon'tdothisiamwithmygirl

andidon'twanttobeannoyed

Luyanda:Duggcameout

Me:What

Luyanda:Hehascomeoutofhiding

NotDuggCortezmyenemiesbereallywantingme

tocomeback.Ileftahugegapandnowtheythink

theyarethebigboys.

Me:Fuckokayiwilldropoffpthancome.Babythey

wantmetobegangsteragainmama

She'ssleeping.



Me:Iamgoingtokillallofyou
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Thobani

Iwenttogocheckonmydad.ThabisoandLindani

hadaccompaniedme,ihopeheissoberbecauseor

iwilldefinitelyflip.Ipunchinthecodeitdeniesme

access,thealarmgoesoff.Itryitagainitdeniesme

access.

Me:Haibo

Luckythesecurityguardcomesoutandputsinthe

code.Thealarmstopsyougottobekiddingme.

Thabiso:Luckywhatisgoingon

Me:Whyissecuritycodechanged



Lucky:Iamgoingtoopenthegate

Me:Yewenalucky

Herunsawaythegateopens.Idriveinandparkon

thedriveway.Idon'tknowwhatisgoingonbuti

knowiamnotgoingtolikeit.

Me:Luckywhyisthedoorlocked

Hetalksonthewalkietalkieiseesomeone

approachingthedoor,iamgoingtokillthisoldman.

Sheopensthedoorienter.

Me:Daddad

Her:Excusemebutwhatareyoudoinginmyhouse



Voice:Honeywhoisatthedoor

Ichuckle.

Me:Thisisaprankrightwhereismyfather

Her:Idon'tknowwhereyourfatheris

Ilookathershestepsbackwards.

Man:Andthanobanilaba(Whoarethesepeople)

whatareyoudoinginmyhouse

Me:Whosehouse

Man:Nikiwewhoarethesefools



Linda:Ehbabawhoyoucallingfools

Theytakeouttheirguns.

Me:Thisismyhouseiownthishousehowthefuck

didyoutwoenduphere

Phindile

Wecomeupwithgoodideasandincorporated

differenttypesoftheflowerstheywanted,now

reachingthemwasanotherthing.Icanfeelthisis

nothoweverican'tseeanything,maybeiamletting

myimaginationrunwild.Mzwakheentersandkiss

me.

Me:Babyiambusy



Hestartstakingofmyclotheswesharedalong

kissanditturnedmeon,ilaydown.Hestops

kissingmeandtakesoffhisclothes.

Aknockonthedoordisturbsus,hevigorouslygets

upandstepsoutthansmackssomebody.

Mzwakhe:Didn'titellyoumotherfuckersidon't

wanttobedisturb.Knockonmydooragainiwill

giveallofyouareasontohate,nxiyoushidi

Hewalksbackinslammingthedoorhiserection

wasnowhardandvisible.Istareatitbittingmylip.

Mzwakhe:Getup

Ido.Hesearchesforsomethingunderthebed,he

pressesit.Theceilingopenswhoisthisfoolthat

angeredhim.



Thobani

Theylookateachother.

Me:Yougoingtohavetotalkhehasagunandiam

veryhormonal

Nikiwe:AladybythenameofZandiistheonewho

soldusthishouse

ZandiwhothehellisZandinow.

Nikiwe:Shewaswithamantheyweretheoneswho

soldus

Linda:UvarloyoZandinyanawakhona

Nikiwe:Wedon'tknowthesearehercontacts



Me:Ibuyhimahouseandsellsithowmuch

Nikwe:Twohundredandfiftythousand

Welaugh.

Me:Luckyyoukeepquietasthatmansells.My

housefortwofiftyk,youguysactuallybuyit

withoutdoingchecks.Ngikhulumanawewenasarn.

Thisisnotyourhousepackupandbeout

Mazwi:Whataboutthemoneywepaid

Me:Shutthefuckupwenataketomyfather

Ican'tbelievethismanibuildhimahouseandthis

iswhathedoes.Hebetterprayidon'tfindhimand



whothehellisZandi.

Phindile

Despitethediscomfortfromholdingontothe

strapsitwasnice.Thebesthehasgivenme,ican

feelallofhisemotionsandhisbodydisappearing

onmine.

Heheldmywaistandpumpedmedigginghis

handsdeeponmysides.

Me:AhhhMzwakhe

Hearingmescreamhisnametookittoanother

level.Hepickeduphispace,hisgroanandheavy

breathingparalyzedme.Icouldfeelitdeepinside

ofme,iwasathismercy.

Andile



Anoldfriendofminecametovisitme.Peoplejust

keeppoppingup,ididfoolmypartnersandtookall

theirmoney.

Me:MrCortez

Dugg:Andile

Me:Whyyoucameoutofhiding

Dugg:Thatdoesn'tmatterineedyourhelp

Me:Iamlistening

Dugg:Idon'tunderstandyourreasonwhyyoudon't

wanttogetbackatMzwakhe

Me:There'salotofbetterthingsicandowithmy



timethantobeboredwithMzwakhe

Dugg:Finewhydidyourefusewetakethegirl

Me:Dugggetthehelloutofmyhouse

Dugg:Moolerwasrightyouhavegonesoft,teaming

upwiththatidiotwhotookoutouroperation

Me:Ourtherewasnoour

Dugg:Noicametotellyoustayoutofmyway

Moolerandthoseotherladiesmaybescaredofyou.

Iain'tgetinmywayAndilelittleonikaandyour

grandchildaregoingtogetit,isityourgrandchild

becauseyounotrelatedtothatboy

Me:Youthreateningme



Heleavesmespeechless.Mzwakhewillsquash

thishoe,ihavebetterthingstoworryaboutreally.
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Phindile

Ijustreceivedconfirmationwegotameetingwith

theCortez'sattwo.Itisveryannoyingworkingwith

peoplewhoareunreachable,theyhavethousands

ofdemandsandcountlesschangeofthings.This

familyisgoingpushmeovertheedge,butwhatever

theclientwants.Theclientgets.Zethucomesdown

cryingagain,whyisThobaniactinglikethis.

Mzwakhe:Whatdidhedo

Zethu:Heissomeanican'ttakeitanymore,ibring

himbreakfastandhegotsayinghewantedyogurt.

Heneversaidthat



Hejoinsusinthekitchenandpushesmeaside,

openingthefreezerandstealingNonhle'sice-cream.

Ayandagoingtomurderthisfool.

Me:Didyoujustpushme

Thobani:Noididnot

Me:Tellher

Thobani:What

Me:Tellherbeforeismacktheshitoutofyoutell

her

Hesighs.



Thobani:FineZethuyouarepregnant

Zethu:What

Thobani:Ididn'twantyoublamingmeforstopping

yourcareer.Iwantedyoutofindout

Hedoesn'tfinishthatsentencehegetsasmackin

theface,thisfamilyandlaughing.

Zethu:Soyouactlikeajerkandinsultme

Thobani:Angith

Shesmackshimagainileavethem.Ihavetogo

prepareforameeting.

Mzwakhe



ThecatisoutofthebagThobaniisgoingtobea

father.Ineverpicturedhimtobeafatheruntilhe

showedwithbabynoziyoh,mayhersoulcontinue

restinginpeaceandnowheisababymaking

machine.

Weseparatethemandlaugh.

Me:Okaymommyokay

Zethu:Soiampregnantandyoudidn'ttellme

Thobani:Itwassupposedtobeyourmomentmy

loveyourhappiness

Zethu:Howdidyoufindoutdon'tanswerthat.Oh

mygoodnessiamhavingababy



Sheburiesherheadonchestandcries.

Zethu:Hemademepregnant

Theladiestakeherandleave.

Me:Wepayingherdowry,damagesandgetmarried

Thobani:Nakanjan

Me:Howdiditgowithyourfather

Thobani:Hesoldmyhousetosomepeoplefortwo

fiftythousand,withsomeZandiperson

Me:Anddoug



Ayanda:Hewasseenenteringthemafia'shouse

Me:Whydidhecomeoutofhidingagainanyways

whoeverismacked.Iamsorryyoureallyannoyed

me

NtombiZethuLanga

IamNtombiZethuknownasZethu27.Thobaniis

twoyearsolderthanme,butyouwouldswearhehe

wasahundredyearsold.Wheredoistartiamfun

bubbleperson,myfriendwastheonewhotaught

metheimportanceoffun.

Ilovethismanwithmyallithoughtihadgivenup

onlove,butheshowedmewhatitreallymeansto

lovesomebody.Inanotsoperfectworldwherelove

isplayedonandusedbypeoplewhosimplydon't

knowwhatloveis.

WemetinMozambiqueiwasonvacationwithmy



girls.Wewhereinaclubandhewassittingby

himself,lookinglikealostsoul.Immediatelyi

thoughthewasgoingthroughabreakupand

neededsomecomfort,beingthepersoniam.

Iaskedtodancewithhim,atfirsthejustlookedat

melikeb*tchgetawayfromme.Icouldn'tgetup

andbeembarrassed,ikeptstillwaitingonhim.He

didnotbudge.Ileftwithatailstuckbetweenmy

legs,nextthingwegroovingandaninstant

connectionbetweenusdeveloped.

Itwasoutofthisworldonethingledtoanotherand

herewearetoday,pregnantwithhischild.Iwentto

thedoctorsandtheytoldmeadifferentstory.

Me:Phamandlaareyousure

Phamandla:Theonlyreasonisbecauseyoudidn't

knowandyoubeenneglectingyourchild



Me:Butidon'thaveanypregnancysymptoms

vomitingandallthosethings

Phamandla:Thobanihasthem

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Phamandla:YeahwellwhenyouwiththeBhengu's

anythingcongratulationslittleDladlaneedssome

attention

Me:Fourmonthsay

Mzwakhe

Hehasgoodexpensivetasteinwhiskey,ilook

aroundhisstudyhehasahugeportraitofsomeone

onthewall.Thedooropenswestareateachother,i



finishthedrinkandpourmyselfanotherone.

Andile:Whatifitspoisoned

Me:Quietagoodthingyouhavegoingon

Andile:Canyouleaveiamseriouslynotbored

tryingtotakeyououtisexhausting

Me:Andyouneverwill

Andile:Ialsogotspiritualbacking

Me:Seeandthatswhyyouwillnevergetme

Andile:Whatdoyouwant



Me:Youknowwhatiwant

Andile:Letsworktogetherandiwillgethimtoback

of

Ichuckle.

Me:Idon'tworkwithloser

Andile:Whydowehateeachotheragain

Me:Ohwecanhaveateapartyortwo

Andile:Ifitgotnothingtodowithmyshitiain't

doingjack.Wetheonlybaddestinthegame

Me:Youcancomeatmealldayidon'tcare,butmy

familyAndile



Andile:Whydon'tyouandDouggobebored

somewhereelseandjustleavemealone

Heisgoodatpretendingiknowsomethings

cookingwiththisone.

Me:Ohthatscutenobutseriously

Andile:Byewakhe

Igrabthebottleandrunouthechasesafterme.

Phindile

Theyseemedimpressedortheylookedlikethey

impressed.Icouldn'treadtheirfacialexpressions,

Mzwakhepullsupigetinthecarslammingthe

door.



Mzwakhe:Haibo

Me:Youdrinkinganddriving

Mzwakhe:Iamhereattheback

Ilookoverhegotaglassandabottleofwhiskey,he

poursandhandsittome.Igulpthewholething

down.

James:Nkosazane

Mzwakhe:Okaygirl

Me:Idon'tknowiftheywerehappyorididn't

impressthem



Mzwakhe:Youdidagreatjobmyloveitwouldbe

uptothem

Me:Idon'tknowsomethingdoesn'tfeelrightabout

this,ormaybeiamthinkingtomuchaboutit

Hewhisperssomethingnastyinmyearilaugh.

James:Excusemeweknowyoutwoareporno

freaksbutnotinfrontofme

Mzwakhe:Youjealousbecauseyouoldandyou

can'tdothethingswedo

James:Boyiwillhaveyouknowifanythingigotit

goingon

Mzwakhe:AhJames



Welaugh.
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Phindile

IammakingacupofcoffeewhenSizweandthe

twinsshowup.Alreadytheyscreamofbadnews,i

grabmorecupsandmakesomeforthem.Myheart

isbeatingoutiknewsomethingwaswrong,atleast

theancestorsarelookingoutforme.

Mzwakhe:Phindilewhyyoualwaysgottobelike

this,thispartoflifeisnotimportantiam

Hecomesdownstillsleepyiwasonlymaking

coffee.

Mzwakhe:Youinvitedyourwhiteboyfriendsnow



Me:Pleasejustlistentowhattheysaying

Mzwakhe:No

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Isaidnonowgobackupstairsbeforewe

reallyhaveitgoingon

Isigh.

Mzwakhe:IamwaitingPhindile

Iheadupstairs.

Sizwe:"Youneedtoletthisgo,thatfamilyisafter



Mzwakheandtheyusingyoutogettohim"

Heentersthebedroomshouting.

Mzwakhe:Don'tpissmeoffPhindile

Me:Ionlywentdowntomakecoffee

Mzwakhe:Ngiyalibekauyalibekanawe

Sizwe:"Ifyouwantustodealwiththisjustsaythe

word"

Hespeaksinmyhead,ilaysideways.Heholdsmei

laytherenotmoving,heremoveshishand.

Voice:Youguysjustgotbacktogethertherewillbe

nobreaking



Mzwakhe:Shedoesn'tknowhowtoseparatebeing

agirlfriendanddoingancestralwork

Sakhile:Itsearlytobefighting

Mzwakhe:Idon'tcareandthoseidiotsbetterget

outofmyhouseuyangizwaPhindile

Me:Yebo

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:UngalingewePhindilengikengiphenduke

ungekhoembhedeni,ngizokulimazahmmngizame

(Idareturnaroundandyounotlayingbesideme,i



willhityousobadtryme)

Heisbeingunreasonablenow.

Mzwakhe:Nonkefuthhambanilakwami(Infactall

ofyougetoutofmyhouse)

Hisphonerings.

Mzwakhe:Yiniufunani(What,whatdoyouwant)

Isheserious.

Zethu

Wewereoftofindhisfather,heaskedmeto

accompanyhimtomakesurehedoesn'tgoofas

muchonhisfather.Weatthisplaceparked

oppositethehouse,hisfatherissettobeat.Itsnot



adumpbutcomparedtothehouse,hesoldyeahits

lookinghorrible.Igottagiveittohimthats

dedication.

Thobani:Bukanjengimenzelayonkintoyena

uzongibongakanje(Lookidoeverythingforhim

andthisishowhethanksme)

Westepoutthecar.

Weenterthistinyonebedroomhouse,thedooris

opened.Itsmellslikeanalcoholbreweryvomited

allover,emptybeerbottleseverywhere.Ilookat

Thobaniandheismadiamsogladicame.He

grabsajugandwalksout,thancomesback

splashingthewaterathisfather,hewakesup

gasping.

Theylookateachotherandtheylooksomuchalike,

whyisheactinglikethishewipeshisface.



Dad:Ndodana

Hethrowsthejugathim.

Me:HaiboThobaniwenzan

Thobani:Unjanmawunjezibekeukuthunjan.Yinle

ohlalakuyoubonaislimamawubonaminahuh.

Ngikuthengelaumuziiyonandlelaongibongangayo

le(Lookatyourselfwhatisthis.Youseeafool

whenyouseemeisthatit,ibuyyouahouseand

thisishowyouthankme)

Dad:Tho...

Thobani:Awuthuleyaziuyanginyanyisa

uyanginyanyisakhehlandini(Bequietyoudisgust

me,youdisgustmeoldman)



Heattemptstohithimiholdhim.

Me:Stopitokaystop

HewalksoutclickinghistonguealrightZethutime

toputyourmakotiskillsinaction.

Thobani

Idon'tknowwhysheisbotheringherselfwith

someonewhoisveryungrateful.Iwatchthemexit

thispatheticexcuseofahousehelivesinandwalk

uptothecar.Irollmyeyestheybothjumpinand

suddenlythecarbecomestoosmallforme.

Zethu:Thereyougo

Dad:Ngiyabonga



Zethu:Youtakingusbacktothepenthouseoryour

house

Me:Uswho

Zethu:Yourdadandi

Me:Iniudakiweiamnottakingthismananywhere

nearmyhouse

Zethu:Thanwhereishegoingtostay

Me:Iboughthimahousethatwhereheshouldgo

Zethu:Hesolditnje



Me:Akaphindelekulomjondolowakhe(Thanhe

mustgobacktohisshack)

Zethu:Okaythaniguesswebothgoingbacktothe

shack

Me:Whyyoutakinghisside

Zethu:Shutyourmouthandtakeusbackhome

Ilookathimhelooksdown.Wowistartthecarand

driveofshakingmyhead,iseehimsmilingfromthe

rearviewmirror.

Me:Usinekani(Whatyousmilingfor)

Hestopssmilingandlooksoutthewindow.



Me:Udayisaindluyami

Zethu:Thobani

Me:Ahshutup

Phindile

Shehandlethatverywellhisancestorsaregoingto

guideher.Herandthebabywillstartthejourneyof

forgivenessandreconciliationbetweenhisfamily.I

amproudofheryourmajestynexttomeissnoring

away,andihavebeenboundtothisbed.Theonly

timeigetupiswhenineedtousethebathroom

andhealwayswakesupwhenimove.

Voice:Lethimbemychildbuthemustnotgetin

thewayofourthings

Iturnaroundandfacehimheopenshiseyesand



looksatme,hethanpullsmetohischestwhosays

iwanttocuddle.

Mzwakhe:Ngizokushayayezwa

Ilaugh.Helocksmewithhislegs.

Mzwakhe:Trygettingoutofthis

Heyawnsandgrabsmyass,ilookathisperfectly

pinklips,thetattooonhisneckdamnMzwakheisa

fineassblackman.Igettingturnedonbythisandit

lookslikehereadthesituationperfectly.

Heinsertshisfingerinandkissesmewhilegently

goinginandout,imoanthroughthekiss.Hepicks

uphispaceigrabhisneckandgetlostinthe

moment



Me:Aahhh

Heremovesmypantyandputsmylegoverhis

shoulderandgentlyrubsmyclit.Ipullmytopup

andsqueezemyboobs,hisfingergoesbackand

vigorouslyfingersme.Mytoescurljustwheniam

abouttorelease,ifeelhisd*ckgoingin.

Me:AhhhMzwakhe

Mzwakhe

Shewilllearnthatiamthemaninthisrelationship.

Idon'tneedanyonehavingtheirunsolicitedadvice

andopinionsabouthowidothingsinthis

relationship.Icertainlydonotneedtobetoldhow

toprotectmygirlfriend,iknowallaboutDougand

himsendinghisalreadymarrieddaughterandson

inlaw.Whatidon'tunderstandisAndileletthisshit

go.Whydothesenonfactors,suddenlythinkthey

haveaproblem.



Me:IknowPhindilesodon'tdisrespectmelikethat

Phindile:Iamsorry

Me:Sohowisthisgoingtoaffectyourbusiness

Phindile:Idon'tknowbuteitherwayitsaloselose

situation

Me:Idon'tloseimayhavesetbacksbutidon'tlose

Phindile:Theymightputmeonblasticouldlose

workoverthis.Ifitshastodowithyouwhyami

beinginvolved

Me:Gangstersalwaystargetsyourfamily,theone

thingyoucherishthemost.Ithoughontheother



handthinktheycowards,facemeandbringme

downdon'tdocutthroughthecorners

Shegetsontopofmewekiss.

Me:Iamthemanhereokayyoucalmdownandi

willfindawaytogetyououtofthismessokay,

thinkyoucandothat

Phindile:Iftheancestorsfeellikeihavetointervene

Me:Mamano

Phindile:Okayihavetogetmyselfcleansedthan

andtalktothem

Me:Thatsalliamasking
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Mzwakhe

Idon'twanttobeamonsterpeople.Iwanttojust

focusonmyrelationship,andbeabettermanfor

Phindileandmyself.Mymindwasmillionmiles

away,Thobaniwasbusyshoutingathisdad.Igrab

acrossiantandthrowitathim.

Me:Awuzameukubalaamagamaakho

mawukhuluma(Havesomerespectwhentalking)

Sakhile:Youokay

Me:Iamfine

Sakhile:Mommy

Me:Wegoodidon'tknowisortofactedatinybit



dramatic

Sakhile:Tinybitidon'tknowaboutthat

Me:Yeahyeah

Sakhile:Sowhatdowedo

Me:Hedoesn'tknowthatiknow

Sakhile:Andile

Me:Thathoehegotsomethingplannedformei

don'tcarebuthedoesn'tcarewhathappens.Now

everyoneispregnantican'tjustupandleave

Sakhile:Itsyourdecisionanyways



Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:Mommyokayngiyeza.Babamephinda

ekuthethisafuthumbambengenqini(Dadifhe

shoutsatyouagaindon'tbeafraidtopunchhim)

Iheadupstairs.

Me:Youcalledforme

Phindile:Samkelosaystheyrequestedanother

meetingwhatdoido

Me:Agreebutdon'tgo

Phindile:Won'thebespitefulandgo



Me:Yoay

Zethu

IwasworriedaboutThobaniandhisdad,ishe

treatinghimokayhavetheykilledeachother.I

couldn'ttakeitthestreetswasn'tgoodformeand

mybaby.Itookhalfdayandwenttothedoctor.

Phamandla:Igotyourtestresultbackeverythingis

okay,yourbabyisokay.Youjustneedtotakeit

easy

Me:Thankyouiwasworriedijustcouldn'thandleit

Thedooropenshisbeautifulgirlfriendenters,he

smiles.

Anele:Iamsorryithoughtyouwerealone



Phamandla:Noyoudid,youheardiwaswitha

womenandyourmindleftthebuilding

Shelooksdown.

Me:Iwasleavinganywaysthankyou

Myphonerings.

Me:Hello

Thobani:Whereyouwhoringaroundwithmybaby

Phamandla:Whenyougethometrytorelaxandeat

Thobani:Youatthehospitalwhydidn'tyousayso



Me:Whyareyoubeinglikethis

Thobani:Becauseiaminlovewithyoudummy

Hescreams.

Me:Comeonbabyletsgoyourdaddyisacting

delusional,Bhengungiyabonga

Sakhile

HowwouldiknowwhatisgoingonwithMzwakhe.

Heisangryidon'tknowwhyheisbeingthis

dramaticandverysneakyaboutthings.Igotmy

ownthingstoworryaboutlike,howamigoingto

NothandoNzuza.

Linda:Sakhilekwenzakalanngobestfriendwakho



Me:Youdon'tknowwhatthismeans

Thabiso:Sitsheleniphela(Tellusalready)

Me:Getyourpassportsreadybecause

Thobani:WegoingtoAfricab*tches

Sizwe:YoudoknowthisisalsoAfrica

Thabiso:NanguomunyeuLindani

Welaugh.

Thabiso:Angiyilaphonidakiwe(Iamnotgoingthere

yallcrazy)



Thapeloandhisbrothersshowup.

Linda:Yeninayiniinkingayenunjalosahlezi

sinilamula(Youtwowhywealwaysgottoplay

referee)

Whatarethesetwofightingaboutreally,because

theyreallyturnup.

Sizwe:Whyareyouhere

Me:Sizwewhat'sgoingon

Thapeloishandsomelylaughing,theybreakfree

andattackeachother.Ahugesnakewrapsaround

theirbodieswetakeastepback,ipopmyeyesout.



Linda:Holymotherofchrist

Lindokuhleandthemkneelbeforeher.

Phindile:Thapelowhatareyoudoinghere

Thapelo:Mzwakhecalledme

Me:Mzwakhecomeexplainyourselfrightnow

Whyishecausingproblemsforuswithsnakes.

Mzwakhe

Thisthingofthemalwaysfightingiswhatmadecall

Thapelo.Idonottrustthesethreepeople,theycan

dowhateverwithphindilebutme.Iamseriously

gettingbadvibesfromthem.



Phindile:Youcalledhim

Me:Yes

Phindile:Why

Me:Ineedhelp

Phindile:Butthat'swhatSizweLungeloand

Lunganiareherefor

Me:Eyangibazilabantubakhoangibathembifuth

(Idon'tknowthesepeopleandidon'ttrustthem)

Phindile:You

Me:Okayibambelaphoangikutsheliukuthwenzeni

kanjan,nini,keph,nobani.Naweungayenzileyonto



(Holditrightthereidon'ttellyouwhattodo,how,

when,where,withwho.Sodon'ttellmewhattodo)

Sizwe:Itsokaywewillgo

Theywalkoutthebalcony,shelooksatmeand

headsupstairs.

Sakhile:Mzwakhemanwhatareyoudoing

Me:Idon'ttrusttheseguys

Sakhile:Ohbutyoudotrusttheonewhosleptwith

yourgirlfriend

Ilookathimhedidnotjustsaythat,okaymaybei

didn'tthinkthisthrough.



Phindile

Idon'tevenwanttobeapartofthis,heaskedmeto

beagirlfriendandthatisexactlywhatiplantodo.

Heentersiamnotevengoingtofighthim,igeton

withmyworkiwanttotransformthisbedroomand

putitawalkincloset.

Mzwakhe:Youmad

Me:Whatdoyouthink

Mzwakhe:Babe

Me:Whywouldyounotcommunicatewithme

aboutthis.Iwouldhaveappreciatedityoutelling

meokayiamdoingsoandso

Mzwakhe:Ihadtoactfastican'talwaysberunning

toyou,whenthingsgobadfrommyside.Igotto



dealwiththingsmywaynobodyisgoingtolikeit,

howeveratsomepointoneneedstobetolistento

thatuncomfortablemusic

Me:Youstartedawarwithdangeroussnakes.

Sizweisevilhewillshowyouflames

Mzwakhe:Younotmad

Me:Iain'ttakinganysidesangiyingenieyakho

angiyingenieyabo.Ifyoukilleachotheriwillbe

here,waitingtodefeatanothercreature

Helookssurprisedhewassosureiwouldpicka

fightwithhimandthatswhyhewascalmly

addressingthesituation.

Sizwe

Iwasstartingtolikethembutnowhejustpissed



meoffandiamtakingthemdown.

Lungelo:Whatnow

Me:Lethimdealwiththiswhitemanissueandthen

westrike.Wecan'tdoanythingifthere'senemies

outtogetthem

Lungani:Maybethiswasatestilearnedheputs

youintesttoproveyourloyalty

Me:Maybebutitwasn'tineedhimtotrustme

Phindilemustfindawaytoblockhim

Lungelo:Can'tyougetintohermind

Me:Icouldbutthansomethingisblockingme,

everybodyelseiseasytocontrol.Worrynotitwill



soonbeover

Lungani:Won'tthequeenseeit

Me:Howwhenithasnothingtodowithher

SorrySakhileyourboyjustpissedmeoff.
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Mzwakhe

IjustlovewatchingPhindilegetreadyinthe

mornings.Itbringsjoytomyheartshejustfinished

showering,andismovingtonostalgicsoundsof

luloCafekeepthelevellowclassic.Ialsolovehow

comfortablesheiswithhernakednessaroundme,

shehasthisweirdhabitaftershowering.Shewillbe

wrappedintowelandchilluntilshefallsasleep.

Shetiesherhairintobarbiegirls.



Me:AhPhindile

Shelaughs.

Phindile:Mzwakheyouknowaboutmyproblem

Me:Khonanjeamawiuhmweavestheonethats

wetilikeyouinthose

Shelooksatme.

Me:Youjustamazemeandturnmeonespecially

theshortoneyousometimeswear

Sheundoesherhairandheadstothebathroom,

shecomesbackwiththatweavestraighteningitout.

Shethanspraysitandscrunch,scrunch.



Me:Ayichmommy

Shepicksupoutfitsforthebothofus.

Phindile:Yougoingouttoday

Me:Nobutletstalk

Zethu

Mylifehascometoacompletehaulteverything

nowisrevolvingaroundthisrichgangsterman.I

havetotakecareofhisneedsandheshowersme

withmoney,howdidmylifeenduplikethis.

Me:Whoaholdon

Sindi:Somethingwrong



Me:WhereisThobani'sfather

Dad:Ngilamakoti

Me:Sekenakhulumanikuphinempilo(Haveyall

talked,whereareyouinlife)

Theyignoreme.

Me:Akukwaziphelaukuthngikhulumananimase

niyangiziba(Ican'tbetalkingandyouguysare

ignoringme)

Dad:Doyouwanttotalk

Me:Itdoesn'tmatterwhathappenedinthepast,

whatmattersnowisthati'mpregnant.Yougoingto

beamkhuluandheisgoingtobeafather,iamnot



bringingmychildintothis

Thabiso:Iwanttoeatsogetyouruglyselfupand

outofthisplaceanddon'tcomebackuntilyoufix

things

Me:Mgabadeli

Theladiesululate.Hegetsupmumblingsomething.

Me:Followhim

Sindi:Girlweneedwomanlikeyou

Thobani

Idon'twanttotalktothismanbutheismydaddy,i

amgoingtoneedbothhimandmomtogetit

together.



Me:Iwillhaveacuppochinoandthosegorgeous

muffinsdad

Dad:Idon'tknowwhatdoyourecommend

Page:Ourfamouscarrotcakeandjuiceourbest

seller

Dad:Iwillhavethat

Page:Comingrightup

Welooksomuchalikewhyisheactingcrazy.

Me:Whydadwhyyoudoingthisimeanthere's

nothingidon'tdoforyou



Dad:Haveyoucheckeduponmeoryoujustsend

memoney,okay

Me:Dadidon'tunderstand

Dad:Losingmomswashardonmeilovedthat

womanwithmyallandididnotrecover,icouldn't

getoveritandididn'twantto

Me:Youactingasifshe'sdeadyalljustdivorced

dadseriously

Dad:YesseriouslyuyalaziuthandoThobani

umthandeumuntu,uyavukaakasekhookayididn't

meantosoundinsensitive.ButThobaniilovedyour

motherandunfortunatelyiwasneverokay,ithurts

okayithurts

That'showifeelwhenimakeZethuangryandshe



threatenstoleaveme.

Me:Youbeingridiculousyougottastopandsnap

outofit.Okayiamgoingtobeafathernowmy

hormonesareinsane.Iseriouslywon'thave

patienceforyou,yousoannoying

Helaughsourordercomeswechillandgointo

detailsabouthismadness.

Mzwakhe

Explainingthatiwouldbegoneforawhiledidn'tsit

wellwithher,andnowshe'sgivingmethesilent

treatment.Ihavetomakesuremyfamilyremains

safethewholetimeandunfortunatelysheisno

exception.

Me:Phindilepleasedon'tdothis



Phindile:She'snotignoringyouwebusyatthe

momentwithher

Me:Sorry

Phindile:Yousaidweshouldstayoutofyour

businessandthat'swhatwedoing

Shewalksaway.Atleastwecommunicatinglike

adultsandsheisnotspittingfire.

Me:Thapelo

Thaps:Whatupthough

Me:Imayhavebeenwrongbybringingyoubuti

don'ttrustthoseboysmygutfeelingisneverwrong



Thaps:Theymorethancapableofhandling

whateversituationyouputthemthrough,eythose

threearemorepowerfulthanus

Me:Isn'tpthemostpowerful

Helaughs.

Me:WhyareallofyouscaredofSizwe

HechangesfromThapelotoSizweitrygettingupi

can'tmoveiamstuckonthecouch.

Sizwe:SeeMzwakheiamgoingtomakeyouwish

youwereneverborn

Asnakestandsinfrontofmemymouth

involuntarilyopensanditgoesthrough.



Iwakeupgasping.

Me:PhindilePhindile

Phindile:What

Me:Canyouchecktheyshovedasnakedownmy

throat

Phindile:What

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Calmdownlookatmewhathappened

Me:Idon'tknowidon'tremember



Phindile:Yousaidsomeoneshovedasnakedown

yourthroat

Me:Ithinktheywereabouttoidon'tknowPhindile

Phindile:Itsokaynobodycanhurtyoudoyou

remembertellingmeyouleaving

Me:YesPhindile

Phindile:Lindokuhle

Iambesidemyselfmybodyiscringing,iam

freakingout.

Phindile

Hewentintocompleteshock.



Thapelo:Yougoingtoshoveasnakedownhis

throatlikeyoudidwithme

Me:YouweresmallwatersSizweeish

Thapelo:Theancestorsaregoingtopunishhim

Me:Whycan'tyoujustsayno

Thapelo:Maybeiamatroublemakerwhereverigo

ihavetoleavemymark

Mzwakhe:Howaboutyoumakeyourmark

somewhereelse

Ilaughhehasagunoverhishead.



Mzwakhe:Hereyourofficiallycitizensnow.You

exist

Me:Ncooohthankyou.Youpeoplenowiwasgoing

toaskyoubutthan,youwouldhavekilledme

Mzwakhe:Youhaveclothesokayletsgoshopping

Jameslockitdown

IamgoingtogosleepwhatisSizweplanning,why

can'thesitdownandtalktome.Ican'trisk

confrontinghim,becausehewilljustcontrolmy

mind.Willtherebeapointwherewearehappyin

thisfamily.
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Phindile

Mzwakheleftandisoffthegrid.Imisshimandhis

craziness,wemovedbacktothepenthouseandi



don'tthinkiwillbeabletohandlealltheseladies.

Thepregnantbunniesaregoingtobeaheadache.

Olwethu:Finallysomepeaceandquiet

Rato:Nilambilenoma

Kwanele:Sawubonama

Me:Youwanttobetallasyourfather

Helooksdownandsmiles.

Zethu:Pyouthinkmyfriendcancomeover

Me:Nonhlehascommunicationwiththemsince

bothofyouarebunnies,talktoeachotherandsee

whattheysay.Ifshe'shotshecancomenoiam



joking

Welaugh.

Me:YeahbutNonhleistheoneidon'thavea

problem,justmakesureshecomeswithdrinksand

snacks

TheliftopensJamesenterswithMjandMvelo.Mj

isnotokayhescurriesoff,howcanMzwakhego

andleavemybabylikethat.

Mvelo:kwanz

Kwanele:Whoiskwanz

Theylaughandexcusethemselves.



Me:Excuseme

Mzwakhe

WearriveatAkoyo'shouseiwonderwhathehasin

storeforus.

Me:AkoyoAkoyoAkoyo

Akoyo:Wakawaka

Itsreallynotthathardpronouncingmyname.Heis

drinkingwhiskyandsmokingacigar,withhis

multipleringsidon'tunderstandthattrend.

Akoyo:Whatkindofahfriendahyou.Youhaveah

weddingyounoinviteme

Me:Iain'tmarriedoh



Akoyo:AhnawawookaywhereisthatMelusiand

sweetThando

Me:Theybetrayedmeicutthemloose

Akoyo:IneverreallylikedhimbutsweetThando

isokaynow,anynewbabies

Lasttimesomeoneinthebusinessknewabout

Phindile,theytriedtosellher.Iain'trevealinga

thing.

Me:Noijuststilltatatatappingthatass

Akoyo:Youoldnowbutisokayalrightlet'sgetinto

business



IstepoutforaminutethisboyyohMxolisiwill

comerainingonme.

Zethu

Theyagreedtoletmybestfriendcomevisitme,i

havesomuchtotellhersheisgoingtobevery

excitedijustknowit.Beforeigettointroduceher

letsjustagirlmomenttoourselves.

Babalwa:Somyfriend

Me:Idon'thavemoney

Babalwa:Hawuubaniothesengifunaimaliyakho

kahleukungijwayelakabintombazane

Ilaugh.



Me:Youalwayswantmoneyeverytimeyousayso

myfriend

Babalwa:Idon'twantyourmoney

Me:Ufunanipho

SheshowsmeapictureofMzwakheilookather.

Babalwa:Howdoyouknowhimandishethe

reasonwhyyouglowing

Me:Ohiwish

Babalwa:Iwoulddietobeinhisarms

Ilaughyeahthislaughingthingiscontagious.



Me:Imagineweinhispenthouse

Shescreams.

Babalwa:Youlyingtome

Me:Anywaysiampregnant

Babalwa:Myfriend

Me:RememberthatguyfromMozambique

Babalwa:Thetallhandsomefreak

Me:Hisnotafreakbutyeah



Babalwa:Shutthefrontdoorcongratulationsfriend

ishetreatingyouwell

Me:Morethanyoucanimaginebutlately

Babalwa:Hischeatingalready

Me:Nohehascouvadesyndrome

Babalwa:Waitletmenotembarrassmyselfinsuch

afancyplace

Me:Heismeanerthanapregnantwoman

Babalwa:Wowwhowouldhavethoughtlittleshy

Zethuisgoingtobeamother

Me:Right



Babalwa:Okaybacktothisone

Mzwakhe

Sakhilehandsmeadrinkiopenandtakeasip,

refreshing.

Sakhile:Theysayliftislikeagreatleaderalways

looksoutfortheirown

Me:Dotheynow

Sakhile:Angazikanjankodwa(Idon'tknowhow)

Ilaugh.

Sakhile:"Sowhydon'tyoulikeme"



Me:Excuseme

Hiseyeschangestosnakeeyes.

Sakhile:"Iamaskingbecauseyounevergaveme

thetimeofdayandinaminute,youcalledThapelo

knowingverywellheisnotsupposedtobehere"

Me:Haveyoueverkilledanyone

Sakhile:"Iwouldloveto"

Me:Doyouhaveenemies

Sakhile:"Yourpointis"



Me:Iamthemostwantedcriminaloutthere.Allthe

timeenemiesfindawaytoworminandattack,now

theydon'tjustattackanyonetheycomeforyour

family.Becausetheyknowthatsyourweakness

Sakhile:"Butyoudon'thaveaweakness"finally

somethingweagreeon"Shutup"quiet"Sakhile"

enoughyousaidwhatyouneededtosay.Quitlying

toyourselftheMzwakheweknowwouldn'tdothis,

youkeeptryingtoconvinceyourselfthatifyou

causemassdestructionpeoplewillyougo.You

convincedyourselfsomuchofthatlieitsstartingto

cloudyourjudgment.Youdon'tdon'tneedThapelo

hereandyoumostcertainlydon'tneedthewhole

crewhere,maybemebutnoteveryone

Theykeepsayingihavechangedihavechanged,

wherehaveichanged.Iwalkawayfromhim

becauseiamgettingannoyed.

Me:Ayandagivemeyourphonenow



Phindile

Iwasjustabouttotakeanafternoonnapwhenmy

phonerings.

Me:Hello.Whathavetheydonetoyounow,okayi

wasjustabouttosleep.Ihadnothingbettertodo,

thebedfeelsemptyandweak

Mzwakhe:Theysayiamweakilostmytouchand

thatiamnolongerthesameMzwakhe,ngiyibhari

nje

Me:Noyounot

Mzwakhe:Obviouslyyouwouldsaythatbecause

wedating



Me:Haveyouaskedyourselfwhytheythinkthat

Mzwakhe:Icametoyouforadvice

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouwanttosaymyloveonly

youknowwhotherealMzwakheis.Thatmother

fuckerthatdoesn'tgiveadamn

Mzwakhe:Yallnotgoingtolikeme

Me:Wellilikeityoudidchangesince

Mzwakhe:Sinceialmostgotmarried

Me:MyMzwakhethearrogantbastard,thefeared

one.Theonewhoforcedmetobeinarelationship

withhim



Mzwakhe:Haiboididn'tforceyou.Thatguyislong

dead,whycan'tyouallowmetobethischanged

person

Me:Changeisgoodyouneedtoforgiveyourself

andletgo.Youdidn'tallowyourselftoheal

Mzwakhe:Yourmyhealing"Mzwakhe"

yeninozavologowan.IloveyouPhindile

Me:Iloveyoutoo

"Mzwakhe"

Hehungsupismileourrelationshipisprobablynot

goingtobethebest,butilovehimnonetheless.

Zethu



Me:Iamsorrymyfriendbutno

Babalwa:Don'tunderminemelikethat,don'tbelike

that

Me:Sweetyiamnotjudgingyou

Babalwa:So

Me:No

Me:Ngazileukuthawungithandiwena(Ialways

knewyouneverlikedme)

IgrabherphoneandsearchforPhindileonher

Instagramthanshowittoher.

Babalwa:Whatamidoingwithher



Me:Thatshisgirlfriend

Babalwa:Whattheyprobablyjustsmashing

Me:Thewomanisupstairssleepinginhisroomon

hisbed

Babalwa:Yousure

Me:Letmegointroduceyoutoherandshewillkill

you

Babalwa:HaiboZethungiyadlala(Iamjoking)

Igrabherhandandpullherout,protestingandall.

ThebeautifulPhindilecomesdown,shegetsthe

biggestfrightofherlife.Iletgoandlaughather.



Phindile:Sorrybabalwamaybeonceiamdeadyou

cantakehim

Voice:Thehellsheis

Welaughohmyfriend.
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Phindile

Sometimesiwonderwhatwasgogothinking

creatingthesecreatures.Howcanonemanamere

manhurtherthismuch,forhertocreatesuch

beasts.Iwasstaringatthedemonhimself,itwas

floatingintheairflappingitswingswithasharp

pointylongtail.Itseyeslookedliketerror,adeep

holewasinthemiddleofusonepersonisgetting

buriedintheiranditwon'tbeme.



Voice:Whateverhappensnkosazanedonotget

buriedinthereotherwisewegoingtoloseyou

forever

Iclosemyeyesandlevitate,itseyesglow.Thetail

swingsacrossme.Igrabholdofitandcutitstip

usingmyspear,themonstergroans.Itkicksmei

flyoftheairandlandhardontheground.Itappears

ontopofmeitattemptstopunchme,iduckforitto

punchtheground.Itcracksandweslidedown.

Thewhitesnakewrapsaroundmywaistandpulls

meout.Sandwentintomyeyesican'tseeandthey

hurtsobad.Icansenseitsinfrontofme,howare

thesecreaturessopowerful.Didgogomakethem

thispowerful,ortheylearnedhowtobepowerfulon

theirown.

Mzwakhe

Idecidedwenotgoingtostayherethatlong,



everyonejustwantstogohome.Theyborediwish

wedidn'tflyout,itwasoneofthosedays.Those

trickydayswerePhindilemightnotmakeitback,

fightingsomemonster.Iamworriedsickbutiknow

shewillwin.

Akoyo:Ogapayattentionplease

Me:Yeahsorry

Somethinginmymindistellingmetogoprayor

justhaveaquietmomenttomyself.

Thabiso:Youbroughtushere

Sakhile:Guyspleaseitsokayyoucanexcuse

yourself



Wedefinitelynotsupposedtobehere.Iheadmy

designatedroom...Ireachunderthebedandgrab

thatbottleofwater,iprickmyselfandletmyblood

dripinsidethebottle.Isayalittleprayeranddrink.I

placethebottleagainstmychestandlaydown.

Phindile

Thismonsterisgivingmearunformymoney.

Sizweandthetwinshavebeendoingtheirbestto

makesure,idon'tentertheholeorelsemylifeis

over.Itwasincontrolofnatureeverytimeitryto

fightit,itwouldjustshineitseyesandrockswill

popoutslammingmeeverywhere.

Ihavetoeliminateitssourceofpowerthattail,i

can'thitanywhere.Itmustbeintherightplaceat

therightmoment.

Idrawoutmyspearihavehaditwiththismonster,

itlevitatesandflapitswingsvigorously.Thewind



startsblowingcoulditbeallthesecreaturesknowi

havetodefeatthemandtheyarealwaysreadyfor

me.

Sizwe:"Itsnotthetailcutofthewingsitwillweaken

someofitspowers"

Me:Comedon'tbeshyyouprettyboyyesyouare.

Comeyesthat'srightkneelbeforemeain'tyoua

cutey

Ifeelmyheartbeatingoutofitschestheiseven

scarierupclose.Don'tbescaredPhindileyoucan

dothis,butitseyeswerepetrifyingmeilookaway.I

feelasharppainingut,islipandfallintothehole.

Sizwe:Phindile!!!!

Sizwe



Thegroundjustswallowedherwelookateach

other.

Lungelo:Whatdowedonow

Lungani:She'strappedinthatgraveforforever

Me:Wehavetogetoutofhere

Lungelo:Sizwe

Me:Letsgo

Weteleportbacktotheriver,everysnakeis

kneelingbeforetheriver.Shitthisisdisaster.

Me:Ma



Masthole:Notimeforfearmyboysitsagoodthing

youcameback

Lungelo:Butmawefailedher

Masthole:Notheriverwilltellusifwelostheror

not

Phindilecomeonyoucandothis.

Mzwakhe

Iwassweating,shakingreallybadandoutofbreath.

Igrabontothecovers,mybodywasheatingup.I

wasfreakingouticouldn'topenmyeyes,could

somethingmayhavehappenedtomyPhindile.I

hearthedooropeningandclosing.



"Mzwakhe..OhmyGodwhatisgoingon"

Icouldn'tspeakiwasbeyondfreakedout,icould

hearmyheartbeatingsoloud.

Thabiso:Mzwakhebhutiehlisaumoya

Iamtryingtobutmyheartjustbeatsevenfaster.

Thabiso:Kodwankosiyamiungenzanilomfana

Mzwakhe,Sakhilebrocalmdown

Whatisgoingon.

Phindile

Iriseupfromtheashandlodgemyspearstraight

intothemonstersneck,twistingitandstabbingit

deepintotheneck.Thantwistitagain.



Me:Gotohellandstaythere

Igrabittailandstabitonitsglowingchestandstep

back.Itexpandsandexpandsandexpands,black

smokecomesanditexplodes.

Ifalldowncatchingmybreath.

[06/06,15:30] :213

Mzwakhe

IamgoingtokillPhindilewhotoldhertocomeback

tothemansion,afterthoseforeignfeelingsitook

thefirstflightoutbackhome.Thehouseisonblast

she'sdancing,ifallonthechairandsigh.

Sizwe:Uhmwe'llleave



Me:Sitdownnow

Thobani:Whatdowedo

Me:Takethemtothetree

Sheentersandsitsdowniturnthechairaround

andlookather.Thismightbetheonlytimeshewill

everbesubmissive.

Me:YazingizokushayaPhindile.Uyazikunomuntu

okuzungelayowenauzonikelakuye(Dammiam

goingtohityou,youknowsomeone'souttokidnap

youandwillinglyhandingyourselfover)

Idarehertoopenhermouthandtalkrubbish.

Phindile:Ngiyaxolisangekekuphindekwenzeka(I



amsorryitwon'thappenagain)

Me:Yeahwellidoubtityesescomeletsgodoyou

wantsomethingbeforeidoanything

Phindile:Fornowiamokaythankyou

Sizwe:Mzwakhe

Me:Ahahdon'tboreme

Sizwe:Canwetalktoyouguys

Isigh.

Sizwe

Ihopeiammakingtherightdecisionhere.



Lungelo:Yousureaboutthisanythingyouwantto

doweokaywithit

Me:Igotsomethingtosay

Mzwakhe:HoldonThapscanyougiveusaminute

Me:Okaysothereisnoeasywaytosaythissoiam

justgoingtotalk.Okayithinkaboutnineorten

yearsold,idon'tquitremember.Ineverexperienced

peaceinmylifeinfactilivedmostofmylifein

agony.Ourmotherhadthismanwhowasher

boyfriendidon'tknow,inhismindhehadthisweird

fantasy.Hesexuallyfeastedonme

Theysitproperlyandlookatme.

Me:Itwasn'tafantasyanymoreitbecameanorm.



hewouldlockmeupandhavehiswaywithme,and

makemedothemostunbearablethingsachild

shouldn'tgothrough.Forthelongesttimeiwas

fuckedinmybuttandforcefullymadetosuckit

Ichuckle.

Lungelo:Fastforwardwecamealongandhealso

didthesamethingtous.Itbecametoomuchfor

Sizweheprotectedusandtookitforus,wewould

askhimwhyisthisgoingonwhyyousufferingby

yourself.Hewouldsayitstoprotectyouguys,it

wentonandonandonthinkingitwouldendbutno

itgotworse.Eachdaydifferentmen...Eachday

Me:Eachdaydifferentmenwouldforcethemselves

onus.Whentheyweredoneandsatisfiedthey

wouldtakeapissonus,theywouldleaveusfor

dayssmellingwithoutfoodandwater.Iwould

regainmystrengthandcleanedthemup,ididn't

careaboutmyself.Wewouldgoaroundseeking



whateverjusttoputinourstomachs,sometimes

stealandgetintomorebiggertrouble

Myvoiceisbreakingthetearskeptstreamingdown.

Me:Therewasthisonemanwhokeptcoming

checkingonus.Hewouldcarrynicethingsforus,

wethoughthewasourfatherthewaymomjust

glowedwhenevertheyweretogether.Wecouldn't

bringourselvestotellmomwhatwasgoingon,

becauseshehasbeensobrainwashedbythisman.

Anythingwesaidordidwouldbeusedagainstus

andwewouldgetintoalotoftrouble.Butthisone

manwehonestlybelievedhewasourfather,

becausehedidwhatanynormalfatherwoulddo.

Wecouldn'tunderstandwhyheleftallthetime,left

uswiththismonsterofaman.Welongedforhis

arrivalbuthenevercameback

Mzwakhe:Whowasthisman



Me:Yourfatherusbeingherewecametotake

revengeonyouguysovertheyears.Thiscreated

littlemonsterinusandwevowedtotakerevenge

onyou

Mzwakhe:Whatchanged

Me:WhenPhindileinstantlygotburiedunderground

Them:What

Me:Idon'tknowhowshegotoutwedidourbest

makingsureshedoesn'tfallinthatgrave

Mzwakhe:Hadshenotfallenwouldyoustillhave

doneit



Me:Yourbehaviornazi,wouldhavedefinitely

pushedme

Mzwakhe:Stilldoesn'texplainhowwefitinthis

mess

Me:YallknowanomceboJali

Sakhile:Nowaysitoldyoufoolstheylookfamiliar

Me:Ibelieveyouhaveatattooofourmother

Mzwakhe:KeatheylooklikeKeamandaddywas

hoe

Theylaugh.

Mzwakhe:Youdon'ttakerevengeonfamilyyoufool



iamgladyouspoketous

Lindo:"Iamnotyourfatheridohavekidswithyour

mother,butthatmanthroughandthroughisyour

father.Ifoughtwithhereverydayletmetakeyou

guysandunfortunatelyiwasn'tgoingtoleavemy

wife"

Sakhile:Thisisalottotakeinletsjusttakeafive

minutebreatherandcomeback

EveryonegetsupMzwakhecomestome,igetup

andwehugeachother.Hecries.

Mzwakhe:Iprobablywouldhavemurderedyour

uglyass

Me:Uglyyoushouldtakealookinthemirrorand

youwillseethedefinitionofugly



Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Iwouldhavesearchedforonethousand

waystokillasnake.Ifyoudon'twanttotalkabout

thiswewon't,ifyouneedhelpiamhere.Wefamilyi

don'tlikehalfofthembuttheymybrothers,they

mustneverhearmesaythat

Phindile

ThedestructionSizwewouldhavecausedwould

havebeenenoughtodestroyeverything,everyone

hasworkedsohardfor.Idon'tknowifweshould

thankthebeastorwhat.Iamsorelievedtheyminds

cameback,theywillsortthingsoutthemselvesand

talkasboys.

Lungelo:Nkosazane



Me:Somethingsdon'tneedareactionyouwould

haveruinedwhatweallworkedsohardfor

Lungani:Youshouldn'tfearuswetheleastofyour

problems

Me:Shapeshiftersthere'salotofdamageyouguys

cando

Lungani:Fivedownfivemoretogo

Me:Thesecreatures

Lungelo:Theyknowwhatyourweaknessesareif

yougiveintothemtheywillconqueryou.Youhave

tolookpasstherefearsandthatwayyouwillof

withtheirheads



Me:Okaypleaseletsworkwitheachotherthe

soonerwefinish,thesooneryougetyourlifeback.

Thebetterforeveryone

Theysmile.

Mzwakhe

Nooneissafefromabusemostofyoumaythinki

amalsoabusingPhindileemotionally.Butiwould

neverdosomethingnobodyiscomfortablewith,its

whoiamifidon'tactthiswaythantheygoingto

thinkidon'tlikethemorihavefavorites.Yesido

havefavoritesbutdon'ttellthemthat.

Me:Iwanttoknowthiselaborateplanofyoursthat

everyonewassoafraidof

ThetwinscomedownisitaBhenguthingtobethis

handsomelikenoman.



Sizwe:Soiamamindcontroller.Icangetintoyour

mindandmakeyoudothingsiwantyoutodo,and

saythingsiwantyoutosay

Me:Okayhowdoweknowwhosewhohere

L1:IamLungeloihaveahorsevoicelike

Me:Luyandaokaygotit

Lungelo:Wecanalsodothis

Theychangeintome,Sakhile,Thobaniandtherest

ofthem.

Lungelo:Youwouldneverknowwhoweare



Lungani:Orseeuscoming

Me:Wowcanyoualsoputpeopleinillusions

Sizwe:WenotthatstrongThapeloandinkosazane

aretheonlyoneswhocandothat

Me:Sowhydidn'tPhindiletellus

Sizwe:Youhavetolduscountlesstimeslet

inkosazanebeagirlfriendandtobackoff.Ithad

nothingtodowithher

Me:OhhaiboThobanidon'ttakeanyonetothetree

njalo

Ilaugh.



Me:Holdoniamindestructiblehowwouldyour

stupidplanhaveworked

Sizwe:Itdoesn'tmatternow

Me:Thehellitdoesineedtobereadyincaseyou

feeltheneedtowanttoattacknow

Sizwe:Doesn'tthatdefeatthepurposeofan

attack

Me:Notwhenyoufamily

Sizwe:Noasiyekelentosingazesigwazane

Welaugh.



Me:Doineedtointroducemyself

Sizwe:Wegoodwewouldn'tlikeeachother

Me:Doyouguyshaveanidentity

Sizwe:Ithinksowedisappearedattheageof

fifteen

Me:Okayexcuseme

Ineedtocheckuponmybabywowthatwasa

mouthful.

Phindile

Theladiescomebackfromshoppingfirstwhy

wasn'tiinvitedtothis.Iknowitoldthemnotto

bothermebut,idoliketohavesomefun.



Nonhle:Weboughtyousomethingbecausewe

knewshamewewouldn'theartheendofit

Theylaugh.

Zethu:Everyonethisismyfriendbabalwaihope

youdon'tmindher

ShelooksatMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:Ahahntombazaneusufunangixabane

nomuntuwamino

Somethinghappenstomeican'tfeelmylegs,than

suddenlyifeelpainonmycheekitblockingmyeye.

Iscream.



Mzwakhe:Yinimanjeyouokay

Ifeelanothersharppaininmyabdomen.

Me:Mybaby

Mzwakhe:What

Ilookatbabalwathatwasthelastthingshesaid.
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Mzwakhe

Herfacewasswollensobad,nowpeoplearegoing

tothinkiattackedher.Idon'twantanysecrets

betweenus.

Me:Mama



Phindile:Idon'tunderstandwhynami

Me:Whathappened

Phindile:Somethingthathappenedtobabalwa

Me:Howareyouexperiencingit

Phindile:Idon'tknowbaby

Me:Theygoingtosayihityou

Phindile:Maybeyouwillhitme

Ilookathershelaughs.



Phindile:Iguessherboyfriendwasabusingheror

stillabusingher.Ithinkiamgoingtostayhere,

becauseifwemeetiwilldefinitelytellherbusiness

Me:Okayshouldigetyouanything

Phindile:Meatmylove

Ikissher.

Me:Heyfam

Thabiso:Wakhe

Me:Bafo

Thabiso:Unjanumamwakwethu(Howisourlady)



Me:Muhle(Beautiful)

Helooksupandsmiles.

Thabiso:Akuhlalekubenjalo(Anditshallremain

likethat)

Zethu

Iamshockedandlostforwordshowcaninotsee

whatmybestfriendhasbeengoingthroughthe

most.

Me:Babalwawhydidn'tyousayanything

Babalwa:Iwasscaredididn'tknowhowtotell

anyone



Me:Ican'tican't

Iwalkouttheroomthisistoomuchforme,withmy

hormonesallovertheplace.

Sakhile:Heymylovewhyyoucrying

Hehugsmeandijustcry.

Sakhile:Whatdidhedo

Thobani:AhMzwakheuyangilimaza(Yourhurting

me)

Mzwakhe:Mommyjustsaytheword

Thobani:Getofmeb*tchididn'tdoanything



Mzwakhe:Shutup

Thobani:Mzwakhe

Me:He...Hedidn'tdoanything

Thobani:Getofme

Mzwakhe:Yousure

Iwipemytears.

Me:Yes

Sakhile:Yindabphowakhalakangakakwabuhlungu

inhliziyoyami(Whyyoucrying.Yourcriesjust



piercedthroughmyheart)

Me:Ifmyfriendwishestoshareitandcomfortablei

willtellyouwhyiamcrying

Mzwakhe:YoutoldheraboutPhindile

Me:Noexcuseme

Beforeicanevenaskabouthimherunsinsidethe

house,theylaughiheadbacktoherroom.

Me:Iamsorryiampregnantandyeah

Babalwa:Pleaseihavenowheretogohewillfind

mepleasedon'tjudgeme

Me:Youcanstayhereaslongasyouwantbuti



havetowarnyou.Mzwakhe'sgirlfriendshemay

haveseenwhatyouwentthrough,ormaytellyou

whatyouwentthrough.Sheisveryspiritual,so

avoidherasbestasyoucan

Ihugher.

Phindile

HoldonthisisMzwakhe'shouseandBabalwaisa

guestsheistheonewhoneedstodothehiding,no

iamjokingiamnotthatkindofperson.Istepoutof

thebedroomandmyheadaches.

Me:Mzwakhe

Imissastepandrolldownthestairs.

Mzwakhe



Iheardhercallingmynameandisawherbutshe

wasalreadyrollingdown.Wequicklyrushedherto

thehospital,whydidsheevenleavethebed.

Me:Phamandla

Phamandla:HoldonMzwakhe

Me:KhumulaSizwekwenzakalan

Sizwe:Ifshestaysbeefupthehospitalsecuritywe

atwar

Me:Canyouprotecther

Sizwe:Yeahbutidon'twantto

Sakhile:Sizwe



Sizwe:Youherenjeminaionlyprotecther

spirituallythispartitsonyouguys

Thabiso:Usufunaukuncengwanawe

Sizwe:Angizonaizinqaminamelengincengwe(I

amnotabumidon'tneedtobebegged)

Linda:HaaThabisoukubizangezinqa

Welaugh.

Me:Stop

Thato:Okayshe'sinacomaorasyouguysputit

"spiritualworld"didguysyoubreakup



Me:Whywouldyouthinkthat

Thato:Thewayshegoesintoshockisshocking

Me:Idon'tknowThatosherolleddownthestairs

Thato:Iwouldliketokeepherovernight

Me:Okay

Igetupbutsomethingslowsmymind,Sizweandi

stareateachother.Mymindgetsreallyconfused

andhazyeverythingisinslowmotion.

Sizwe:Quitwhiletryingyounomatchforme

Hearinghimsaythatangeredmeipunchhim.



Me:Nob*tchyounomatchforme

Heislaughingcoveringhisbleedingnose.

Me:AnythinghappenstoPhindileyougoingtoget

itgotit

Sizwe:Skhulu

"Wakhe"

Sakhile

Weweresecondslatenobodyinthishousetroubles

uslikeMzwakheandPhindile,nomatterwhat

anyonesaysthesetwowillbethedeathofus.

Thobani:Intoengixakayosonkesimbonileay



waseginqikileumunt(Whatconfusesmeweall

sawherbutthan,shewasalreadyrollingdown)

Me:Abathakathi

Welaugh.IseeNothandowalkinginmyworld

stops,igazeuponhergorgeousface.Shetucksher

hairbehindherear,isigh.Howmuchmorewooing

doesoneneedtodo.

Andthemostscariestthinghappensabigfiftyfoot

snakefallsdownthroughtheceilingandlandson

thetable.Everyonerunsoutexceptbadboy

Mzwakhe,holdon.Lindaniholdsmewelaugh.

Mzwakhe

Ididflinchidon'twanttoliebutsomehowthisbad

boydoesn'tscaremethatmuch.Iamgluedtothis

chair,ifimoveiwouldbesigningmydeathwarrant.

Itlooksconfusedilookouttheylaughing.



Linda:Touchit

Theylaugh.

Itrytogetupitmoves.

Me:Okayokaygetmeoutofthis

Theycrackingoutsideiamshakinginmyballsnow.

Nonhleappearsitjumpsuplandingonme,iclose

myeyesandmyskincrawls.

Me:Phindilewhoeveryouaregetofme

Iopenmyeyesitsgonef*ckguysihaveagirlfriend

thatturnsintoasnake,canitgetanybetterthan

that.



Phindile

Iriseupfromthepoolandlayonthegroundfacing

up.HowcanigettheancestorstoforgiveMzwakhe,

howcanigetthatleopardtocommunicatewithhim.

Igetupandheadinside.

Ifeelthedarkenergylurkingaround,isigh.

Sizwe:Ithinkitsdangerousforhimtocommunicate

withtheleopard

Me:Youwouldthinkwedoneitallbutnopeitsthat

onething,thatone.Icannowconfidentialitysayi

hatethatb*tch.IcursethedayMzwakhemetwith

her

Sizwe:Letsgobacktothehospitalbeforethey

noticeyougone.Iwilldealwiththeboys



Maybeishouldjustallowthedemontotakeher,but

iamnotevil.Iwasbroughtheretodefeatthem,not

toallowthemtohavetheirway.
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Phindile

Istayedupthewholenighttryingtodigestallof

this.Whatdoyoudowhenyourlovedonis

knockingondeathsdoor,howdoyouprotectthem

whentheyinvitedthedeviltodineandgroovewith

them.Thestakesarehighnowhemaybeabullshit,

butiamnotgoingtoallowanyonetomesswith

himlikethat.

Thato:Ohweareawake

Iignorehim.



Thato:IamadoctorPhindileandwedealwithfacts

Hegoesdownonhiskneeshyperventilating,iget

upandchange.

Me:Youknowwhatkhabazelaidon'thavetimefor

chitchat,youcancomecheckmeinthemansion

Iwalkout...

Ineverthoughtiwouldseemyselfhereagain.Even

mentioninghernamegivesmethehibirijibbiies,

shecallsforthedemonallthetime,itwantsto

communicatewithher.

Sizwe:Phindileyouplayingwithfire

Me:Theylitthematchandnowiamstartingthefire



Sizwe:Youplayingrightintotheirtrap

Me:Whatotherchoicedoihave

Sizwe:YousendCynthiatotheriveriguaranteeyou,

shewillbethegateopenerforthosecreatures.The

riverisoursacredplacedon'tdothis

Iwalkawaymyheadwasspinningandpounding

reallybad.

Sizwe:Nkosazane

Downigo.

Mzwakhe

Me:Sizwewhatwereyoudoinginthatwoman's



property

Sizwe:Besiyomdlisainyoka(Wewerepreparingto

makeherswallowthesnake)

Me:Yaziuchathingiyadlala(Youthinkthisisajoke)

Sizwe:Udlalanobaniumnganiwakho(Whoyou

playinggameswith)

Iamgoingtopunchthisb*tchonhisface.

Sizwe:WefightingMzwakhewefightingtoprotect

yourdumbass.Shemadeadealwithacreaturein

exchangeforhersoul,youhadtogetmarriedand

bepossessedbyashadow.Thisshadowwouldend

thewarandtakeover,thepalacewasgoingtorise

anddarknesstakeover



Ilookdownscratchingmyhead.

Sizwe:Allowustodoourjobandyoufocusonthe

evilamongstyourcrew

Ilookathim.

Me:Whatdomean

Sizwe:Youhavetoprotectinkosazane

Isigh.

Me:Amigoingtodie

Sizwe:Yoursoulmaybebutyourbodywouldbe

ownedbythedevil



Me:Isawyouwereagainstwhatshewantedtodo

whatisyoursuggestion

Sizwe:Youeliminateher

Me:Idon'tkillwoman

Sizwe:Womanmansamethingitactscrazychuck

itout

Me:Idon'tkillwoman

Sizwe:Thanshutthef*ckup

WWPDwhatwouldPhindiledo.



Sakhile:"Wedon'tkillfemalesokaydonotletSizwe

influenceyou"

Sizwe:Angaziwenauphawulaniuhlulwaukushela

intombi(HereyouareMropinionsbutyoucan't

evencourtagirl)

Sakhile:"Okusalayowedon'tkillfemales"

IhateCynthiaihatemyselfforbringingsucha

person,whiletheydoingtheirbesttogetridofsuch

evilness.

Sakhile

Lordhavemercyuponusiain'tkillingnowoman

andbringingbadluck,nothankyou.Ispeakto

Thabisoastheeldesthewouldknowwhattodo.

Thabiso:YoushouldhavebeenaBhengu



Me:Andturnintoasnakeidon'tthinkso

Thabiso:Whatcanidoforyou

Me:Maybeyoucanfindawaytomakeeverything

happyagain,okayhelpMzwakheashiselder

brother

Thabiso:Youthepersonhelovesthemost

Me:Youarehisbrother

Thabiso:Whathashedonenow

Me:Notwhathehasdone,whatheisgoingtodo



Thabiso:Fine

Isummonthecrewheisgoingtoneedusall.

Phindile

Iwentinwithmyfeelingsandnotlogic.Iwould

stopatnothingtoprotectthem,butSizweisright.

Me:Idon'tliketheseinjectionshowmuchmoredo

youneedtoadminister

Nurse:Justone

Hisboldvoiceawakensthesnakebeforeicando

anything.Hestabsthatneedlestraightintomyneck,

myentirebodyisparalyzed.Istareathimbrushing

myhairwithasmileonhisface.



Istareattheceilingunabletobreatheormove,he

shutsmyeyesandthatsit.

Sizwe

Himslidingintootherpeople'svaginasiswhat

alwaysgetshimintrouble.Looknowthey

kidnappedPhindilerightundertheirnose,being

curseddoesn'tmeanactthiswayandtake

advantageofthesituation.Eachactionhasa

consequence.

Heentersrunninglikeheisbeingchasedbya

ghost.

Sakhile:Andthanwena

Nka:Youdon'twanttoknow

Sakhile:WhydoyouidiotsfollowinMzwakhe's



footstepsayman

Nka:Welearnedfromthebest

Ichuckle.

Lungelo:Youwouldthinktheylikehimbutnothey

destroyinghim

Me:Hereallydoeslikethemandalwayslooksout

forthemthisissadreally

Lungani:"Waitwhichbuttondoipressbeforei

pressthewrongbutton"

Whilehefiguresthatoutitakemysnakeformand

slitherout.
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Sakhile

Ientertheirlittlegadgetroomtofindouthowfar

theguysare.Icannotbelievethatthisishappening

andwherethehellisMzwakhe.

Me:Anyluck

Ayanda:Iamtryingtoseeificanlocatewhereher

chipwasdeactivatedwecanstartlookingfrom

therebutitsverytricky

Me:Ifanybodycandoititsyou

Ayanda:Right

Me:Youworkonthatokay



Ayanda:Mzwakhe

Me:ForgetaboutMzwakheoncehecomesbackhe

ishismindisgoingtogetlost

Luyanda:Guys

Me:Youfoundsomething

Luyanda:Thisiswhatthesatelliteispickingup

Me:Thatcouldbeanywhere

Ayanda:Weneedmorethanwhatwehave

Me:Sizwecheckhimout



Ihopehehassomekindoftrackeronhimandthe

twins.

Mzwakhe

IwanttoshowerfirstandthengocheckonPhindile.

Sizweiscrazyican'tkillawomanjustbecause

she'sevil,letherevilnessbetheonetotakeher.I

entermybedroomanalarmisgoingof,icheckmy

phonecodewhoissendingacodered.

Me:Whatthehellisgoingon

Sakhile:Howniceofyoutojoinuswhereyoubeen

Mzwakhe

Me:Sakhile

Sakhile:Phindilewastakenfromthehospital



Me:Bywho

Sakhile:That'swhatwetryingtofigureout

Iscratchmyheadandchuckle.

Sakhile:Whyyoulaughing

Me:Yalldiditagainyalldiditagain

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:Sakhileitbeepsonwhatevermovementsheis

doingitbeeps,youguysdiditagain

Sakhile:Mzwakhewait



Thabiso

ThisisthelastthingweneedohMambawhyhave

youforsakenus,weneedtofindthisgirlbefore

Mzwakheloseshismind.Myphonerings.

Me:Skhulu

Sakhile:Thiswasaninsidejob

Me:What

Hehungsup.

Me:Tellmeyallhavesomething

Ntando:No



Me:No

Ntando:Don'tshoutokaywedoingthebestwecan

Me:Nyuingweweyewenaungangitshelilamasimba

ongitshelawona.Ngifunakuchithekaigazimanje

Ntando,ngifunaleshlamaesinesbindisokuthintala

engathintwakhona.Ngimbulalengezamiizandlaay

f*ckmanningazongicasula,lingaphelilolusuku

uPhindilengambonanga(Doingthebestwecan

don'ttellmethatbullshit.Iwantbloodtobespilled

now.Iwanttokillthisdogwhodaremesswithus,

withmybarehands.Donotannoydonotletthis

dayendwithoutmeseeingPhindile)

Theyleave.

Me:KodwaPhindileukephi(Phindilewhereareyou)



Sakhile

Ayanda:Trevor

"Trevor"

"Hmmm"

Ayanda:Trevoryoupuss

Her:"Trevorwakeupthere'ssomeonehere"

Trevor:"Huh!Where"

Her:"Youhaveagun"

Trevor:"Ofcourseihaveagunwhatyouthinkthis

is"



Ayanda:Putthegundown

Trevor:"Yousaidthere'speoplehere"

Her:"Iheardthemtalkingwaitwhydoyouhavea

gun"

Me:Trevor

Her:"Whatkindofaphotographercarriesagun

whataretheygoingtostealyourpictures"

Welaugh.

Trevor:"Babywhyyouembarrassingmeinfrontof

myboys"



Me:Canyoutracebackthelocationwesentyou

Trevor:"okayicantryifyoulockedoutthatmeansi

amalsolockedout"

Me:Trymanwecanletthisdayendwithgettingher

back

Mzwakheopensupthechairandsitsdown.

Ayanda:YouandyourfriendsSakhile

Me:Excusemewhatyoutrynasayiwouldneverhe

mightbutiwouldnever.Wegrewupwitheach

other,hehasbeenobsessedwithmesincehigh

schoolHaiboAyanda

Welaugh.



Mzwakhe

Theyallgatheraroundthetable.

Thabiso:Bhutiwamingiyathembisasomthola

(Brotheripromiseyouwegoingtofindher)

IseeSizwestandingbehindNkanyiso.

Sizwe:Shameidon'tevenlikeandialmost

destroyedthefamily

Me:Whywasn'tyoutherewhentheytookher

Sizwe:Don'tblamemeforyourstupidity

Me:Iaskedyouaquestion



Sizwe:WhydidyousleepwithSihle

Me:Ohbecauseofthatyouallowedthesefoolsto

takeher

Thabiso:Bhuti

Me:Thabisoawukahlewenangikhulumanawe

Nka:Me

Sizwe:YesMzwakheididoutofspiteiletithappen

becauseiamstronglikethat

Me:Whereareyou



Sizwe:Idon'tknowsomedisgustingsmelling

abandonedbuilding.Itsnottofarfromthewhite

man'shouse,haaphelaican'ttellyoueverything

Me:Whydidyoudoit

Thabiso:NevermindhimNkanyiso

Sizwe:Itshisplacetotellyoumakefastkewedon't

havetime

Sakhile

Mzwakhe:Wenotgoingtodoanything

Me:Youwon'tbutiwill

IgrabmygunsandwalkoutSizweisstanding

outside.



Mzwakhe:Wheredidyougetthose

Heiscarryingtwosniperguns.

Sizwe:Istolethem

Mzwakhe:Sakhilewaitokayokayfine

Wegetinthecarandidriveoff.

Me:Sizweyouabadinfluence

Sizwe:Wetiredofyourweakass

Me:Thankyouwhywelookoutforeachotherwhy

wouldhedothistothecrew...waitpullup



Welaugh,hepullsuponthesideoftheroad.

Mzwakhe:Youidiotswellitsgoodtoknowsomeof

youhavemyback

Sizwe:Eishihavetogoyourmachinesthankyou,

youmakesureyoudon'tsleepwithanyoneokay

Me:Letsgokicksomeass
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Mzwakhe

ProjectcupcakeishouldhavekilledDougwheni

hadthechanceto,butistillcan'tthatbastardbuti

knowwhowhowill.

Sakhile:Tazz



Tazz:Skhulu

Sakhile:IfLindaniwasherehewouldsaywhata

wasteofgoodp*ssy

Tazz:Yeahwellifthere'sguyslikeyallouttherei

amgoodwiththeladies

Me:Whatdoyouhaveforme

Tazz:Notgoodyoumightwanttohandcuffyourself

Me:Idon'thitladiesbutyou,you

Tazz:Awskhulu



SakhileplugstheUSBinabunchoffoldersappears.

Sakhile:Wow

Tazz:Quitanexquisiteladyyougotthere

Ilookather.

Me:Mywomanisnotprojectcupcake.

Shegetsshovedintosomedodgyroom.

Phindile:"Younotgoingtogetawaywiththis,heis

goingtofindyouandkillyou"

Shereceivesasmacksendinghertothefloor.She

sitsdowncrying.



Phindile:"Theynevergoingtofindmeandiwillbe

stuckinthishellhole"

Hefastforward.Threeguysentertheroom

touchingtheirprivatepartsshowingtheiruglysmile,

ipreparemyselfforthismoment.Theyinstructher

totouchcrotches,sherefuses.Theyroughlygrab

herupwantingtokissher,shepushesthem.

Phindile:"Youtouchmeiswearyougoingtodie"

Theypunchhershefallsoneofthempinsdownher

arms,oneseparateherlegs.Theotheropenshis

pants,herscreamingandpleadingfallintodeaf

ears.Iclosemyeyesatearfallsdownmycheek,i

failedher.Ifailedtoprotecther.

Thabiso



Igodownonmykneesshakingmyhead.Ican'tfeel

mybody,myheartiszeropointtwosecondsfrom

dropping.Ilookupatthescreenandwipemytears,

thesebastardsaregoingtopayforthis.

Ayanda:Yo

Me:Ican'timaginewhatMzwakhemustbefeeling

Theydidn'ttouchhersomepowerfulforcethrew

themagainstthewallandkilledthem.Shesits

huggingherkneesrockingbackandforth.Ilookat

theotherscreenSakhileistryingtoconsole

Mzwakhe.

Me:Khulumanimadoda

Ayanda:Itsanabandonedbuildingbutfirstweneed

totakeoutDoug'speoplewhichisnottofarfrom



thebuilding

Me:Isshethere

Ayanda:Ispywithmyonelittleeye

Luyanda:Ayanda

Thevideofeedcutsof.

Me:Yiniwhatisgoingon

Ayanda:Wehavetogo

Me:Okayeveryonelet'sgettowork

Ayanda:Notgettoworkstayhereanddon'tmove



Sakhile

Afterafewsleeplessnightswefinallyfoundher,

nowwewaitingonthetwinstocomebackwith

theirfindings.Mzwakheidon'tthinkheisokay,to

himithasn'tregisteredthattheydidn'ttouch.Allhe

seesisthosemangearingupandhimpreparinghis

braintowitnessdisaster.

Zethu'sfriendbabalwababscomesdown.Shehas

completedturnedintoanotherdifferentperson,

everydayshelightsacandleandpraysforPhindile.

WhatagemNdumiso'sheadturns.

Thobani:Shehasaboyfriend

Ndu:Manje

WelaughMzwakheisgoingtohitus.



Olwethu:Youokayhavesomefood

Babs:Itstheleasticoulddoyoupeopleofferedme

yourhome,andwelcomedmewithopenarms

Mzwakhe:Yewenaintombiyamiidukile

uzoqhanyelwala(Mygirlfriendismissingandyou

herebusymakinggooglyeyes)

Me:Brostopit

Helooksdown.

Mzwakhe:Ngizokushayawena

Welaugh.



Mzwakhe

Iamboilinginsidethisismoreheartbreakingthana

breakup.Suchbetrayalineverexpecteditandibet

youithassomethingtodowithhisfamily,what

makesthemanexception.Whatmakesitokayfor

themtodomelikethis,iamsodisappointedin

Nkanyiso.

Iguessalltheshitihavedoneiscatchinguponme.

Lifeishumblingmerightnow.Ayandacomesback.

Thabiso:Whatdidyoufind

Ayanda:Nothing

Helooksatme.

Thabiso:Whatyoumeannothing



Ayanda:ThatThabisonothing

Hecontinueslookingatmewhyishelookingatme.

Igetupandleavetheythoughtigoneweak,iwill

showthemjusthowweakiam.

Sakhile

IknockonPhamandla'sroomthedooropens.

Anele:Sakhile

Me:Heyboolistenpleasedressupitcoldoutside

Anele:Everythingokay

Me:Iwasgiveninstructionstotakeyou



Anele:Phamandla

Me:OhPhamandlastopaskingquestionsandput

onsomethingwarm

Sheputsonherbootsshegrabsherphoneand

coat.Iopenthedoorshewalksoutifollowher,we

meetThobani.

Thobani:Nohelikesherwellcomeonthanpretty

missthang

Me:Babalwababs

Babs:Holdoniamcoming...Yes

Me:Iwantyoutodosomethingforme,everyhour



onthehour.Cometothisroomrighthereandpray,

amadlozioBhenguanawesisi.Usiceleleindlela

nokuthyonkintoihambekahle,siyahambamanje

siyobuyanaye(Theancestorsarewithyouplease

prayforus,thateverythinggoeswellandwereturn

safelywithher)

Babs:Okay

Phindile

Allthepainihaveendureistoomuchthehardest

partisnobodyhasfoundme.Theyfailedto

sexuallyfeastonme,buttheydidn'tfailatbeating

metoapulpeverychancetheyget.

Idon'tknowwhocamerecentlyandtookoutallof

theirfrustrationonme,hekickedmystomachtothe

pits.Icouldn'tseewhatobjecthewasusingtobash

myheadandsomehowthroughitallisurvived.I

canbarelymoveandihavebecomenumbtothe



pain.

Me:Mzwakhe

Imanagetowhisperhisnameandcry.

"Wegottomoveher"

"Wenotmovingher"

"Youreallywanttounderestimatethatguyareyou

cowardnowlikeAndile.Yeahshutupthisisexactly

whatiwant.Heprobablykilledallmymensoiam

waitingforhim"

"Gentlemen"

Myheartstops.
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Mzwakhe

Doug:Andwemeetagain

Me:Wemeetnothingandwenadidn'tAndilewarn

youyoudidn'tlearnanythinganyways

Theytrytomovetheycan'tidon'twanttolookat

Phindile,becauseifibreakhereitsoverforme.

"Needahand"

Sizwe:No,noiamjoking

Thapeloshowsupheturnsintohissnakeform.



Me:Sizweyouannoyinggetthemoutofhere

Themedicswalkin.

Phamandla:Shestillhasapulsebutbeatingvery

low

Zamani:Okaynow

Phamandla:Waitwehavetobeverycareful.We

needtoseeifwecanmoveher,withoutcausing

anydamage

Whycouldn'ttheytakemeinsteadwhydidithave

tobeher.

Phamandla:Okayonthreeeasy...One,two,three



Theyliftherupandshecryscreams.

Phamandla:Phindilecanyouhearme

Zamani:WelosingherPstaywithus

Iheadoutside.Theyfollowsoonafterwithherina

stretcher,ijumpintheambulanceandhelpthem

putherinside.Phamandlajumpsinwithme,stay

strongMzwakhestaystrong.

Sakhile

Everyoneishereatthehospitalwaitingforthemto

arrive.Thedoctorsarereadyandwaiting,i'm

standingagainstthewallwithmyleguplookingup.

Wehearcommotionandeverythingjustgets

emotional.



Phamandla:Mzwakheletusdoourjob

Theydisappearhesitsdownandlooksatme.Do

westayordowego.Lindanigetsupanddropping

theyellowandblackbandana.Ipickitupandfollow

him,whilststandingthereThabiso'scarpullsup.

Thabiso:Haazinjenamhlanjeayziyasha(Itsgoing

tobeagreatday)

Wegetinthecarandhedrivesoff.

Mzwakhe

Theemotiontofeelhasleftme.Mybodyisliterally

shaking.Iknowiamashittypersonitsnoteven

funny,butpleasedonothurtanyoneicareabout.I

willhurtyousobadthemonsterinmehasawaken.

Iwrapthebandanaaroundmyforehead,thantieit

aroundbothmywrist.Ileaveandenterthelift.I

reachundergroundandacoupleofcarsarewaiting



forme.Igetinmycarandspeedoff.

Sakhile

Thabisoisfocusedreadyandwaiting.Serious

situationsinthisfamilyareturnedintoajoke.Anele

wasveryconfusedaboutwhatwashappening.

Ratowellshe'sbeenherebeforeandshecantell

somethingiswrong.Thestinkeyeshe'sbusygiving

Nkanyiso.

Mzwakheshowsuphehasn'tsaidanything,heis

justkeepingtohimselfandthatisdangerous.

Thabiso:Let'shavesomefunheyDougremember

us

Heputsonhisknucklesallthesemenweretiedup

onbranches,hangingfromthisbigtree.



Thabiso:Haven'tyouheardoftheDonyoupieceof

shit

Heisinhiselementhelovestopunchitbringshim

somuchjoy.Heactslikeheisinaboxingring,

Lindanibehindmeisdying.Hestopsandlooksat

me,Lindanistopslaughing.

Linda:Hadebafo(Sorrybro)

Everyonelaughs.Hecomestothetableandgrabsa

chainsaw,hegivesLindaniadeathstareandgoes

backtothem.

Me:Uzoshawa

Helaughs.



Thabiso:Thisismybelovednunushedoesalotof

thingsmyfavoriteis

Man:Pleasepleasewedidn'tknowwhosheiswe

beggingyou

Hejumpstartthechainsawandrunstheblade

acrosshiskneechoppingitoff.

Thabiso:Shealsodoesn'tlikeitwhenyouinterrupt

her.Areyougoingtoannoyher

Theyshaketheirheads.

Thabiso:Wherewasisoyeah

Hechopsoftheotherlegyesesbetweeneveryone.I

don'tknowwhoismoredangerousthantheother.



MzwakhestartsmovingandstandsbeforeDoug.

Mzwakhe:NotevenAndileisthisdumbenoughto

takerevenge

Doug:Enjoyherthere'snothingyoucandotohurt

meshe'sdamagedgoods

Mzwakhe:Mzwakhedamagedgoodsiwillshow

youdamagedgoods

HimandPhamandlagetinthecarsstationbehind

andinfrontofDoug.Theystartthecarsand

reversebackthandrivestraightintoDoug'slegs,

eishhegroans.Theyreverseagainandslamback

intohislegs.NormallyMzwakheblowsyouup,but

nowheissohurtblowinghimupwouldbeeasy.

Theydothatforacoupleofminutesuntilhislegs

startbleeding.



Thabiso:Ephumandodaasikhoiskhathisokukhala

sosebenzalaninaesbhedlelamanje(Getoutofthe

carthere'snotimefortears,weheretowork.Yall

returntothehospital)

Sizweshowsupwheelingsomethingweareinfora

ridewiththisone.

Mzwakhe:Soyouguysweresupposedtorapemy

girlfriend

Them:Pleaseforgiveuswedidn'tmeanto

Sizwe:Tsekmanamadodaawakhaliningabiizinqa

(Shutupmendon'tcry,don'tbebums)

Mzwakhe:Lindani



Lindani:Inihaibokhohlwangekenjeuzeungibone

(Whatforgetaboutitiamnotgoingtodothat)

Sizwe:Uthembenivelekwizinqa(Whatwereyou

expectingfromabum)

Linda:Ngconongibeizinqanokuthngenzeleyonto

(Letmebeabumthantobedoingthat)

Welaugh.Theyundresshalfofthemandputon

gloves,thandunkthecupsinthatpot.

Sizwe:Isaywestarthere

Linda:Isthathotoil

Themangroansinagonyhisthingfallsof.Theygo

insaneandvigorouslystartpouringhotoilonthese



gentleman.Theygrabthewholepotandsplashit

alloverthem,everyonetakesastepback.

Sizwe:Noiiiice(nice)

Mzwakhe:Youtrustinghimshame

Sizwe:Iwonderhowitfeelsliketobeknockwitha

plankboard

MzwakhetakesthefirsthitthanSizwe.Aneleis

goingtohaveahardtimesleeping.Hegoesbackto

DougandSizweisjustenjoyinghimselfwith

Nkabinde.

Mzwakhe:Itstakingmyallnottokillyourightnow

Sizwecomesoverhandingeveryonewhips,thisi



amgoingtoenjoy.Wewhipandwhipandwhip

Dougtooursatisfaction,eachwhipleavingbruises

onhisbody.Sizwemusthaveusedhispowersto

givethesewhipssomefire.

Thabiso:Iamlettingyoufourgoheretakemykeys

becauseiamnicelikethat

WeherethebladerunningandDouggroaning.

Sizwe:Iamsorryiamsorryithoughtwestillhaving

somefun

Welaugh.Hecutstheotherleg.

Me:Sizwe

Wowwhatanightwegetinourcarsandleave.....



Five,four,three,two,one.BoomThabiso'scar

explodesandgoesupinflames.

Mzwakhe

Iarriveatmyotherapartmentihavetomakesure

myguestisstayingcomfortably.

Me:Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat

Onika:Whyami

Igrabajuiceanddrinkit.

Me:Comeletssit

Onika:Yougoingtokillme



Me:Noiamgoingtoscareyourboyfriendalittlebit

Shesitsdown.

Me:Yourboyfriendsbrotherteamedupwithan

enemytokidnapmygirlfriend.Youhaveeverything

atyourdisposal,iwillreturnyoubacktohimonce

hedoeswhatiamhopinghewill

Onika:Phi

Me:Iknowhissonisspiritualhewillknow

somethingiswrong,butyourmanwoulddothe

samethingifthetableswereturned.Iamnotgoing

tokillyou.Iamleavingnowigottoheadbackto

thehospitalyesluckilywefoundherbutnotina

goodshape

Dougisdeadjustnotonme.
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Fewdayslater

Mzwakhe

Phindile'skidnappinghasbeenatraumatic

experience.Idon'trememberwhenlastigotthis

scaredandfearful,iamangrybutthaniamhurt,

brokenwhywasn'titheretoprotecther.Whywasn't

itherewhensheneededmethemost,howcouldi

haveletthishappen.

Killingthoseguysdidnothingservednopurpose,

exceptsendingaclearmessageiamnottobe

messedwith.Ifinishupdressingthanheadout.I

needhertocomehomealreadyandthosestupid

doctors,iwishicanpunchallofthembutthey

doingtheirjob.



Sakhile:Wait

Thewhitesnakestopsme.

Sizwe:Atleasthavesomethingtoeat

Iamsounbotheredbywhatheissaying,theystop

me.

Me:EyVoetsekidon'twantyourstupidfood,now

moveoutoftheway.Iamwarning

Andile

IwassupposedtobemeetingwithOnikatoday,she

sentmeatextandidon'tknowwhereitis.Iwill

smackherwhenevershereturnsfromwherevershe

disappearedto.ThedooropensSamkelowheelsin

amanwearingahoodie.



Me:Ivanyeahletmecallyoulater

Heliftsuphisheadandilaughmyassoff.

Me:Waitgoback

Hepusheshimbackwardsigetupandpourmyself

adrink.

Me:Whydidn'thefinishyouoff

Ilaugh.

Doug:Youwouldn'tbelaughingifyouknewwhathe

did



Me:Idon'tcareaboutwhathedidwhatareyou

doinghere

Doug:YouknowThobaniandNdumisoareproject

cupcake

Ilookathim.

Doug:HekilledNkabindeandeveryonethatwas

hangingonsometree.Hepouredoilandsome

weirdocutoffmylegs

Me:Whatsthatgottodowithme.Inyourdreams.

Samkelocometakeyourtrashout

Doug:Andile

Samkeloenters.



Doug:Letgoofmeiwillleave

Helooksatme.

Doug:Iamnotdonewithyou,bothofyouaregoing

topay

Heturnsaroundigrabmygunandpullthetrigger,

hisheadfalls.

Me:Idon'tthinkso....cleanthismessup

Mzwakhemessedwiththewrongone.

Mzwakhe

Iarriveatthehospitalidon'tcareifitsvisiting

hoursornotiamgoingtoseePhindile.



ShelooksdifferentiknowPhamandlaandThato

aregoodatwhattheydo,butididn'tknowthey

weremiracleworkers.

Phamandla:Fascinatingright

Ipulldownthecoverthere'snotonesignof

bruising,swellingoranything.

Thato:Wecametocheckherthismorningandsaw

this

Me:She'sspiritualmaybetheyhealedherbut

everythingisokayinsideoutright

Thato:Nothingmajorbutherheaddidreceivea

hardknock,iamscaredifcheckimightcauseeven

moredamage



Me:Haiboawholeneurologistscaredkanti

uwubaniwena

Thato:Somethingsarenotworthitbutiamwaiting

ontestresults.Ifineedtooperateiwillifnot,there

arewayswecanreduceherswelling

Me:Okay

Thato:Nowthere'snosignofforcemommyisokay

theonlyDNAwehaveisyours

Me:Thato

Thato:Iampositiveicandoitinfrontofyou

Me:Whatyounotstickingyourfingersinmy



girlfriendsvaginauyahlanyayini.Phindilemama

Phindile:Youfoundme

Shespeakssoftlymyheartbreaksevenmore.

Thato:Mommyiwantyoutosqueezehishandif

youfeelinganypain.Inyourbrain.Legs

Shedoesn'tsqueezemyhand.Thedooropenshe

comesingunsblazing.

Andile

Iputmygunawayshestartscrying.

Thato:Okayyouupsettingmypatiencepleaseget

out,outPhindilecalmdown



Istepouthefollowsmeoutididn'tknowshewas

hospitalized.

"Guysweatthehospitalpleasekeepitrespectful"

Me:Where'sOnika

Mzwakhe:Whatsmakeyouthinkihaveher

Me:Mzwakhetheonlyreasonwenotfuckingeach

otherisbecauseofPhindile,nowwhereisOnika

Helooksatme.

Me:WhydidyoukillNkabinde

Mzwakhe:Hegottobigforhisboots



Me:Youknowwhatthismeansright

Mzwakhe:Iamnotscaredofyou

Me:Neitheramibythetimeireachhomeiwant

Onikaback.Idareseeanythingwrongwithher,i

willmakeyourlifeverydifficult

Mzwakhe:Bringiton

Thisdudejustannoysthehelloutofmeandthe

factthathecan'tbetakenout,pushesmeoffthe

ledge.Hisonlyweaknessican'tevendoanything

aboutitbecause,ialsowouldbeputtingmyselfin

danger.

Mzwakhe



ThetestresultscamebackandThatodoesneedto

operate.

Sakhile:Didhedoit

Me:Iwillreturnhisstupidfamilyback

Sakhile:Whatisthereasonforhimnotwantingto

revenge

Me:Idon'tknowotherwisehewouldhavedoneita

longtimeago

Sakhile:Wegettingbackinthegame

Me:Aywhyyouwantmetoworkwiththese

disastersofhumans



Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:Phindilefirstthanthosehoes

Sakhile:Okay

Thesepeopledonotdeservetoworkwithme.I

haveseriouslygivenuponmycrew.Idon'tthinki

caneventrustmybrothersokaymaybeiam

exaggeratingwiththem,butriskitallforwhatfor

who.Idon'tfeelcomfortableworkingwiththem,

everyonegotenoughmoneytolastthem.

Me:SohowarethingswithNothandonzuzaaw

ispawupete(yellowbone)

Sakhile:She'sdifficultandiamtired



Me:Youjustgoingtogiveuplikethat

Sakhile:EnoughaboutmeNdumisoandBabalwa

Me:TheBabseishihopetheirthingworksoutman

theylookcutetogetherdamn

Sakhile:She'seasygoingandilikeher

Me:Andprayingformommyimustgiveher

something

Sakhile:Youthinkheknows

Me:TheymaytwopeesinapotbutNdumiso

knowsathingortwoaboutloyalty.Theykepttheir

mouthshutaboutSabelo,knowingverywellheis

Andile'sbrother



Sakhile:Tellmeaboutit

Ihopeeverythingisokayinthereandmybabywill

comeoutanewperson.

Andile

IwasimpatientlywaitingforOnika'sreturn.Ivan

MontenegroflewinfromMexico,afteritoldhim

whatMzwakhehaddone.Ithoughteveryonetalked

aboutthiswhyhehadtointerfereidon'tknowandi

don'tunderstand.

Ivan:Somoolerisdead

Me:Lookslikeit

Ivan:Isthismandangerousareyouafraidofhim



Me:Allbetsareoffnow

Siyanda:Theyhere

Me:Letthemin

Onikawalksinfirstwearingacoat.Sheunwraps

thebelt,Mzwakhewalksichargeathim.

Me:Yousonofab*tch

Ivan:Andileno

Mzwakhe:Ahahifitakemythumbofthisdetonater.

Youwon'tonlybekillingher,butyourson's

pregnantgirlfriend.Samkelo'sboyandhisbaby

mama



Me:Youpieceofshit

Onika:Pingosheplease

Ivan:Andilecomebackcome

IlookatOnikamybodyisshaking.

Mzwakhe:Bengithiminanawesiyazwanayindab

phowenzeloshidilo

Me:Don'tboremeplease

Mzwakhe:OkaySamkeloyinileoyibanga

noPhindileengaka,engenzauhlanganenezitha

zaminihleleukudayisauPhindile.Ngobaphela

nisebenzekahlenenzaimicimbiyanokusho



engasukumiphansi(Tellmewhatisyourproblem

withPhindile,thatwouldmakeyouconspireagainst

mewithmyenemiestosellPhindile.Frommy

understandingyouguyshavealovelyworking

relationship)

Me:Whatishesaying

Mzwakhe:Iwillshowyouwhatiamtalkingabout.

YoumadbecauseNonhleleftyouandsheisvery

muchhappy,oryoumadPhindiledidn'tdoanything.

Whatisitreally

Onikahandsmeaphonewithbuds.Iwatchthe

video.

Mzwakhe:WhatdoAndilewesquashedthisbut

yourpeoplearestillhellbentontakingmedown.

Fineiwouldunderstandifitwasyouandi,butlook

attheshityoumakingmedo.Howwouldyoufeelif



itookthemandsoldthemhuhhowwouldyoufeel

ifi

HeliftshisthumbupandiruntoOnika.

Mzwakhe:So

Me:Getthefuckoutofmyhouse

Mzwakhe:Gladwehadthisconversation

F**kinggiveMzwakhesomerespect

Mzwakhe:Waitbeforeileavethisoneisstillactive

HecutssomeredwiredonabombaroundPhilani's

babymama.Iknowthisforafactafterthisilostmy

son,hewillneverforgivemeforthis.



Mzwakhe:Ohhereisyourrubbish

SomeguyentersdumpingNkabindeonthefloor,

waitdidn'tDougsayhekilledhim.

Mzwakhe:Idon'twantacartelupinmyass

Theywalkout.
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Mzwakhe

Mymindwasnotfunctioningthehousehasbeen

toofullformyliking.Nkanyisocametomelast

nightandwetalked,thisboyhasanotherfamily

outsideofhismarriageyo.

Doesitgetanyworsethanthat,Sakhiledidn'tlet



himgotheyfoughtreallyandijustdidn'tcare.

AnotheronewhogotintoaheatedargumentSizwe

andi.

Itwassobadwealmosttookoureyeballsoutand

wedidn'tevenknowwhatthehellwewasfighting

about.Wegoodnow,wegoodhewasjustannoying

me.

Myphonerings.

Me:Yeah

"Canyoupleasefetchme"

Me:Mamawhyyoucrying

Phindile:Mzwakhe



Me:Okayngiyeza(Iamcoming)yeninaokokqala

wenaBabalwaufikanjeusulalanalomfana(You

twoithasn'tbeenfivesecondsyoubeinghereand

yousmashingtheguy)

Sheblushes.

Me:Ayyougogirl

Herphoneringsshelooksatitandsheisunableto

breath,isnatchitfromhershelooksatme.

Caller:Babalwa

Me:Yebosawubona

Caller:Yabonakeuseyafebalaekhonaawunike



lesosfebeugcingolwasonjengamanje(Youseeshe

iswhoringaround,givethatb*tchherphoneright

now)

Me:Angifuni(Idon'twantto)

Caller:Angizwayewenauyangazingiwubaniey

wenangizokubulala(Excusemedoyouknowwhoi

am,iwillkillyou)

Me:Wenauyangazingiwubanilalelamawusafuna,

ukuphilagcinaukuthintalenombolo(Doyouknow

whoiam.Listenhereifyouwanttostayalive,stop

callingthishouse)

Ihungup.

Me:Don'tworrynobodyisgoingtotouchyounow



Babs:Ithinkiamgoingtoworkfromhome

Ndu:Okayiamgoingiwillseeyoutonight

Theykiss.

"Love"

Thewholehouseshoutswelaugh.

Phindile

Iwanttoleaveandthesedoctorsarelikeican't

leave,iamnotingoodshape.FirstThatoshould

havelongeddonesurgeryonme,secondifi

continuestayingheretheancestorswilltakeme

andicanpeacefullyrecoverfromtheriver.

Thato:PrettyladycallingMzwakhewillnotdo



anythingforyou

Me:Youheretodischargeme

Thato:No

Me:Okaythanpleasleave...Now

Thato:Hewon'tappreciateyourbehaviorweonly

doingourjob

Me:AndwhatdoyouknowaboutwhatMzwakhe

appreciateanddoesn'tappreciate,getoutThato

Sizwe:Wetellhimor

Me:Noheisavoidingmebecauseheknowsiam

stubbornandthisissomethinghecan'twin



Sizwe:Don'tgoallMambaonhimnowokay

Me:Shitthesepregnanciesareweakenmypowers

whenaretheygivingbirth

Sizwe:Thisonehasbeenalongtimecoming

Me:Wearegoingtosufferatyourhands

Sizwe:Excuseme

Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe

Iwon'teventrytoconvincePhamandlaandthem.

Theydon'tletyougountiltheyaresatisfiedwith

yourrecovery,shewillkillmebuttellingthem



otherwisewouldjustbeadisaster.Iaminanokay

moodidon'twanttogetallangryagainforno

reason.

Lindo:Letstalkforasec

Me:Ihaven'tsleptwithanyone

Lindo:Idon'tcare

Me:Wemad

Lindo:YouhavetogodischargePhindile

Me:Uyazinje

Lindo:Idon'tcareifyoukeepPhindilethereandshe

crieseverytime.Theancestorswilltakeherand



shewillrecoverfromtheriver,andcomebackonce

sheishealed.Whichcantakeuptothreetofive

months

Me:Whatareyoujokingshesentyouright

Lindo:MzwakhelenyokaayifuniluthongoPhindile

(ThissnakelovesPhindile).Youthinkyoujust

killingpeoplemahalaey

Hevanishes.

Me:Wowokayhowthehellamisupposedtodo

that

Canifighttheurgeorwillimakemattersworse.

Andile



Icouldn'tevenspeakformyselfiwasalittleboyon

timeout,sittinginthecornerbymyself.

Ivan:Youstillmoping

Me:Montenegrodejameenpaz(Leavemealone)

Ivan:Tudebilucho(Youweakling)

Me:There'snobusinessbackinMexico

Ivan:Quieroaesehombre(Iwantthatman)

Me:Areyougoingtostophumantrafficking

Ivan:Haymuchasmanerasdeconvencerauna

persona(There'smanywaystoconvinceaperson)



Me:Elesunmonoyyonotrabajoconmonos(Heis

amonkeyandidon'tworkwithmonkeys)

Thedooropens.

Me:Onika

Onika:Heisstayingbutaskedtobegivenspace

Iclosemyeyesandsigh.Iwassosurethatmyson

wasleavingandnevertalkingtomeagain.

Onika:Excuseme

Ivan:Nodijistequeestabasmuerto(Youdidn'tthey

sayyouweredead)



Nkabinde:Bywho

Me:DougtoldmethatMzwakhekilledyou

Nkabinde:Hemayhavehitmewithsomeweirdo

buthedidn'tkillme

Whoisthisweirdo

Me:Nkabindesomethingsarenotworthitokay.We

havemoneywehaveouroperationsolid,youkeep

provokingMzwakhehewilldiganddiganddiguntil

hefindswhathe'slookingfor

Ivan:Esporesoqueteasustaste(Isthatwhyyou

scared)

Me:Shouldwegetbustedagainbecauseofyour



stupidbehavior.Yourdaughterswouldbethefirst

peopleiauctionofandsendthemtohell,yougot

thatmooler

Ivan:Yeahyougotthat.nowcanwespeakabout

him

Whydidievenmakethemmetherthreatswon't

meananything.WecanjustkillSantanabutiam

nottryingtodothat,ifeellikePhindilehasbeen

throughalot.

Phindile

HechecksmyBPthemachinestartsbeeping.He

unwrapsthebeltandputsitonaroundmyarm

again.

Phamandla:Trytorelax



Me:Iamrelaxed

Phamandla:Heyyoudatedtheguyknowingvery

wellthekindofpersonheis.Yousawitandstill

wentahead,Mzwakhedoesn'tshockusanymore

Me:Canyoudoyourthingandgetout

Thedooropens.

Sihle:Ohiamsorryithoughtbecauseitsayshere

Phamandla:Itsokaycanyoutakethelasttwo

Sihle:Noproblemdoc...Phindile

Phamandla:Okaynowyourelaxed



Me:Canihavemeatbeforeyougo

Phamandla:Youknowwhatyesma'amiwillgobuy

andhanddeliveritmyself

Ismile,igrabthejellyandopenit.Lasttimeitook

everythingandthrewitatthem,theirbeautiful

heartsmadethemlookpassthat.
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Mzwakhe

Iamnotgoingtosayanythinganybodyhasa

problemabulletthroughhishead.Phamandla

finishescheckinghervitalsandwhatnot.

Thato:Mzwakhe



Me:Idon'tcare

Herheadwasbandagednothingisgoingtohappen

toher.Sheliterallyhealswhenshe'sathome.Sihle

enterswithabrownpaperbag,shemusttrynadie

likegirl.

Phamandla:Sihleinkingayakhomanjeyiniwhat

youheretogloatnowisthatwhatthisis.You

alwayschoosethedumbones

Ilaugh.

Phamandla:Willyoubeabletowalk

Phindile:No

Phamandla:Whatareyoudoing



Me:Iamtryingtohelp

HepushesmeasideandhelpsPhindilesitonthe

wheelchairthanwheelsherout.

Sihle:Wellonemorebeforetheroad

Me:Don'tboreme

Igrabthepaperbagfromherandwalkout.

Phindile

Idon'twantpeoplecryingwheniarrivehome.Iam

safeandsound.Hekeepsgivingmelittlejabs,he

wantstosaysomethingbutiamnotgoingtosay

anything.



Mzwakhe:Youokay

Me:Iamfine

Mzwakhe:Doyouwantsomethingtoeachorsnack

on

Me:Yespleaseiwouldappreciatethat

Mzwakhe:Okay

Hisphoneringshedeclinesandswitchesitoff.He

takesmyhandandholdsit.

Me:Howareyoudoing

Mzwakhe:Crazymymindisnotfunctioning.What

thoseidiotsdidiwillneverforgivemyself,or



recoverfromit

Me:Iamherenow

Mzwakhe:AymamaintombiyaMzwakheyonke,

sengawangempela(NomanawholeMzwakhe's

girlfriend.Haveireallylostmytouch)

Me:Youhaven'tlostyourtouchyoufacedthemafia

Mzwakhe:Weethatoneisgoingbringmealotof

trouble

Welaugh.

Mzwakhe:HeydidyouknowBabalwaandNdumiso

aredating,wellsmashing



OhBabalwamanbabsiheardherprayerseveryone

ofthem,thisisgoingtobeatrickysituation.Ineed

tositthemdownifNdumisoseesthisasjusta

bootycall,thanwhatevertheyhavegoingonwill

havetoend.

Mzwakhe

Wearrivehomeinterestinglyshehasn'tbroughtup

myrecentescapades.Ialsoamnotweinaloving

relationshipnow,movingforward.Myphonerings.

Me:Whatupthough..Noiswitcheditoffdamn

thesehoesbenotgivingmepeace..Noijustcame

backfromfetchingmywoman.Iain'tsurebutsetit

upiwillseehowhermoodisokaybye

Sheheadsinsideigrabherthingsandfollowher.I

getinifindthemdancing,singingtraditionalsongs.

Sheliftherleguphaibowejustfromthehospital,

wheredidshegetallthisenergy.



Thobani:Khuphukamzulukhuphuka

She'sdancingaroundOlwethusheisshakingher

headcrying.

Thabiso:Phindilewhatareyoudoingtomywife

Phindile:Ngiyamsinela

Lindokuhlejoinsherwhistlingshepushesthem

theylaugh.Okaywhatisgoingon.

Me:Olwethuwhyyoucrying

Shesobsevenlouder.



Thabiso:MashengeyinikantiPhindilewhatdidyou

do.Mzwakhe

Sheislikesomeonehitherorsomethingvaluablein

herlifedied.Ihaveneverseenourqueencryingthis

badly.

Phindile

Ilightupacandleandspeaktothem.Theydon't

evenwait,afewsecondsandiwasout.

Iopenmyeyesiamintheriverswimmingwiththe

snake.Whydidtheyturnherintoasnake,ican't

feelherconnection.

Igetupgasping.

Me:Comedon'tjuststandthere



Babs:Dididosomethingwrong

Ndu:Wasisupposedtointroduceher

Me:No.Youknowthankyouiheardyourprayers,

butnowhereweareNdumisodoyouseethisgoing

furtherthanthisorwejustcruising

Babs:Isn'titabittoearlyforustobeknowingthat

Me:Okaylet'sletthingsplayoutletmetellyou

somethingthesemenarehoes

Babs:Whoisn't

Me:Theygoingtodriveyoucrazyandwhenyou

finallyhadit.Iamgoingtoaskyouthisquestion



again

Ndu:Iseverythingokay

Me:Anganinithikuearlyukuthsingakhuluma

manjengiyanivumelanenzelentoeniyenzayo,mase

siyabuyakulenxoxo(Yousaiditsabitearlyforus

totalkaboutthissituation,soiamgoingtoletyou

doyourthingandwerevisitthisconversationagain)

Theylookconfused.

Me:Ayningakhululeka(Youcango)

Mzwakhe

Ihopethiswillcheerherupihearthedooropening

andclosing.



Phindile:Mzwakhe

Me:Iaminhere

Shestepsoutthebalconyandcoverhermouth.

Phindile:Mzwakhebhengu

Ifilledthebalconywithrosesandalittlepicnicset

up.She'sfromherroomsogoingoutwouldn'thave

beenagoodidea.

Me:Itried

Shesmilesandtakesasit.

Me:Whatareyoutryingtodoinmyroom



Shelaughs.

Phindile:Ifitellyou,youwilljusthatemeevenif

youknowiwon'ttellyouanything

Me:Whateverokaywozanazo

Phindile:OlwethuispregnantandBabalwaisa

snake

Me:iDonlizobeubabaisthatwhyyouweredancing

andhercryinglikethat.She'splayingmyboy

Phindile:Noasnakeywakey

Imissedseeinghersmilesometimesmymindjust

reallydoesstupidthings.
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Phindile

Ireallyneedtogobutthismanishoveringoverme.

Hegrabsmyboobsandsqueezethem,nobuddy

nottoday.

Mzwakhe:Whatisthepointofhavingagirlfriendif

younotgoingtosmashthem

Me:Unfortunatelysheisspiritualandyoujustgoing

tohavetodeal

Hepushesmeilaugh.

Sizwe:Nkosazane

Me:Heyyouguysgood



Lungelo:Weawesome

Me:Okayletshaveaconversationnowthree

femalespregnant

Sizwe:Don'tyoumeanfour

Me:Iamnotpregnant

Sizwe:Mmhm

Me:Shutupnowwhatisgoingtohappenwithwhat

iamsupposedtodo

Lungelo:Itdefinitelysetsusbackwards.Wedon't

wanttogivethesnakeanopportunitytosacrifice

allthesechildren,justtoshowhimself



Me:Yocouldn'ttheyhavegottenpregnantafteri

amfinished

Sizwe:Wenotthatcoldeveryonedeservesalittle

bitofhappiness

Me:Justnotme

Sizwe:Youknowthat'snotwemeant

Mzwakhe

Shemorethananybodydeservesallthehappiness

intheworld.Idon'twanttoevermakeherfeel

unwanted,soiamplanningsomethingspecialfor

theladiesandiknowjustwhotobug.Iknockon

theirdoorSbusisoopensthedoor.



Sbu:Bafo

Me:Sbuda

Sbu:Zishap

Me:Ngizekumommy

Lu:MeohmyGodSbusisoiamsorryiwillalways

loveyouokay.Thankyouforbeingawonderful

boyfriend,yourtimeisovernow

Shefixesherself.

Lu:Iamready

Sbu:Haibo



Welaugh.

Me:Don'tbetrynagettingmekillednow

Lu:Whatcanido

Me:Youlooklikethetypethatyouknowlovesto

spendmoney

Lu:Asishouldimeanlookatme

Me:Iwanttodosomethingforpbutidon'tknowi

justwanthertorelaxandhavefun

Lu:Doesyourfunincludetakingaprivatejetand

landingonanisland



Sbu:WeMzwakhe

Ilaugh.

Sbu:Ifyoustartthisshit

Me:Yazinwenamtasesobayekela,lamasebeqala

ukuqinakhonasiyagadla(Letsleavethemwhen

theystartactinghighandmighty,thanweputthem

intheirplace)

Shescreamsleavingtheroomokaymaybeimadea

mistakewiththis.

Phindile

Luthandoispullingoutallthestops,sheistreating

ustoaspaday.Ithinkthewholespawillbooked

justforus.Ineedalittlebitofrelaxing,butimust

alwaysremainvigilantincaseofacreatureor



shadowlurkingaround.

Amassageigetmanicureandpedicuresi

understand.Butnowwhatidon'tunderstand,why

isthisourfirsttask.

Me:Okayluwhymustwestartwithvaginal

steaming.Imeanareyougettingthemsteamed

becausetheyhavebeenusedup,yougettingthem

steamedbecausetheyneedtobefreshenedup.Are

yougettingthemsteamedbecausetheyraw

Lu:B*tchyoutriedit

Welaugh.Whateverhappenedtojustwashingyour

cookiewithjustsoapandabathtowel,myphone

ringsitsthebaby.

Me:Hibaby



Mzwakhe:Seniyabuya(Youcomingback)

Me:Wehaven'tarrivedyet

Mzwakhe:Wenzanlapho(Whatyoudoingthere)

Me:Youbetternotbeuptonogood.Iamgoingto

smackyourface

Helaughs.

Mzwakhe:Pleaseenjoyyourselfneh

Me:Iwillmylove

Hehungsup.



Lu:Itsteenageloveaffair

Wesing.

Us:"Nothingreallymattersidon'treallycare,what

nobodytellsme.Iamgonnabehere,itsamatterof

extremeimportance.Myfirstteenageloveaffair"

Rato:Youtheonewhoneedstorejuvenation.Hebe

bangingthatcoochieehard

Me:Hedon'tplayeverydayallthetime

Lu:TellmeaboutitSbuisamaniac

Ilookatthemtheyallsobeautifulandgorgeous.I

don'twantanyofthemtosufferlikeido,theseboys



wehavetohaveaoneononewiththem.

Mzwakhe

Ifeellikeitsmyresponsibilitytotalktothesefools.

Ifanythingtheleastwecandoisnotcausemuch

moreheadache,thesameappliestome.Althoughi

knowtheywillcrucifyme,Thepregnantbunny

walksbyawdidshenotgoforsomepampering.

Me:Awyoudidn'tgopampering

Nonhle:Iampregnant

Me:Sodon'tpregnantwomendeservepampering

okaysengithule

Shelookedlikeshewasabouttopunchme.



Nonhle:Ifyouwaskindenoughtohaveonein

doorsmaybeiwouldhavedonesomething.Isthat

myice-cream

Thobani:No..Yes

Welaugh.

Ayanda:Don'tworrybabyigotalltheice-creamyou

canlickfordays

Thabiso:Damn

Shesmilesandwalksaway.

Me:Okaygentsletstalkasyallcanseeme.Iam

anythingbutaman.Througheverythingiput

Phindilethroughshestilllovesme



Thabiso:Akuhlalekunjalobafo(Anditshallbe)

Me:Soihumblycomebeforeyouguysandplead

withyou.Havethatlittlebitofrespectforyourfirst

wife,ifyouchoosetohavemorethanone.Wenot

perfectbutthelesstroublewecause,thebetterfor

Phindile.Shewon'thavetostressaboutourbull.

Yaboexplaintothemaboutthecurseandwhatit

entails.Ifyouguysgottroubleinyourrelationships,

letssitdownasmenandtalkaboutit.Avoiding

makinghastydecisionsasmuchaswecan,angith

niyangathola

Them:Skhulu

Me:Ndumisobrawamiuyazimfethunomainini

kodwamengabelentoyakhonemamaingekho

serious,ishiyekusemanje(Myguyyouknow

anytime.ButifyourthingwithBabalwaisn'tserious,



letitgonow)

Ndu:Kantiyiniwhyyouputtingtitlesonsomething

wedon'tknowwhatitis

Me:Idon'twantyoumakingthesamemistakesi

did

Ndu:Ngiyakuzwaskhulu(Ihearyou)

Me:OkaySizwewhatisthethingwiththem

introducingtheirgirlfriends

Sakhile:"Itsnotnecessarilyintroducingthemtoher

butthemtothesnake"dudeyouknowthere's

speakerstherewhyyoutroublingme

Me:Okayguyslet'sjusttryandmakethisas



smoothaspossible

Thabiso:Thankyou

Phindile

Wecomebackandthehouseisalivethere'snot

muchwecando,itlooksliketheyorganizedsome

foodanddrinks.

Mzwakhe:Theretheyare

Hehugsandkissesme.

Mzwakhe:Igotasurpriseforyouupstairsplease

putiton

OkayMrBhenguiwalkawayhespanksmyass.



Me:OkayMzwakhewhatdoyouhaveforme

Whatisheseriouswow.Ichangeintoadressand

putthempantieson,misterwantsawildnight.

Me:Himylittlebungalowohmysweetheartdoyou

wantmetopayattentiontoyou

Nonhle:Yes

Me:Okaymybabywhatahwhateveryouwant

Nonhle:Whatswrong

Me:Nooo

Ibringmythighstogether.



Me:Let'splayagameguys

Linda:Bringiton

Me:Whowouldyousmash,whowouldyoumarry

andwhowouldkillamongstus

Linda:AhPhindileokaywozanazo

Olwethu:IwillstartMzwakhe,Sakhile,Thabiso

Me:MarrySakhilebecauseheissuchasweetheart,

smashThabisojusttotastehowoldd*ckfeelslike

killMzwakhe

Welaugh.



Thabiso:Chilemyd*ckisanythingbutoldhmm

okay

Welaugh.

Sakhile

Mzwakheislovingthisgameeveryonewantsto

smashhim.Butigotanothergameiwanttoplay.

Nothandoisleavingtomorrow,iamgoingtotryone

lasttime.Ican'tevengetupiamsodrunk.

Mzwakhe:Needhelp

Me:No

ItakemystridesupSizwemusthavespiked

somethinginourdrinks.Mylegsfeelheavyican

barelykeepmyeyesopen.



Mzwakhe:Sakhilewhatareyoudoing

Me:Tryingtogetinmyroom

Hegrabsmyarmsoviciouslyandturnsmethe

otherway,ilaugh

Mzwakhe:Putyoursoulintoit

Ishrugandentermyroom.

Nothando:Iamjustfinishingup

Iwalkuptoherandkissher.

Nothando:Sakhilewhatareyoudoing



Icontinuekissingherandgentlygrabbingherwaist,

sheresistbutfinallygivesin.Weturnaroundand

fallonthebed.Themomentisgettingreallyheated

iamtiredofthisgirl.

Ilifthertopupandsqueezehmmthoseroundfirm

tits,istopandcomebackup.Ipullthetopup.

Me:Youavirgin

Shepullshertopdownandgoesupthebed

huggingherknees.

Nothando:Yes

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme



Nothando:Ididn'twanttoembarrassmyself

Me:Soyoumakeupexcusesandblowmeoffand

actallfunny,becauseyouavirgin.Wowokayiam

goingtogotakeashower,youknowthesecurity

systemthisroomislocked.

Itakeaquickshower...iwanttostrangleher.

Me:Younotgoingtoshower

Shelooksatmewithtearsinhereyes.

Me:WeeeMzwakheopenthisdoor

Thedoorbeeps.

Me:Thedoorisopenmylady



Iputmyjoggersonandjumponthebed.Iwill

neverforgetthismoment.
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Sakhile

Iwakeupwithmyarmswrappedaroundthis

beautifulgorgeouswoman.Howdidigethere.I

thoughtsheleftbecauseshewassoemotional,i

didn'twanttobeaccusedoftakingadvantageof

herorkeepingheragainstherwill.Butthanwheni

wokeupinthemiddleofthenight,thereshewas

sleepingcomfortablyinmybed.WowSakhilehow

didyougethere.

Nothando:Goodmorning

"Ayman"



Mzwakhewhyisheupsoearly.

Mzwakhe:"Wakeywakeysleepingbeauty"

Me:Mzwakhemfethu

Mzwakhe:"Youdoalsoheymommy"

Sheblushes.Iswitchofthespeakerswhatiswrong

withthisguy.

Nothando:Mayyoupleasetakemehome

Me:Weofficialnow

Nothando:Irealizeimayhaveoffendedyou



Youdid.

Me:Nookaymaybejustalittlebit.Iamnotthat

typeofguynoneofusare

Thisonewasmadeforme.

Me:Okaykeletmeletyoudoyourthing.Youdon't

wantmetogookay

Phindile

Iwastryingtofigureoutwhattypeofsnake

Babalwaisandwhydidtheyturnherintoone.Iam

dishingoutforThabiso,andmymindissomewhere

else.ThisisnotmyfortebutifMzwakhewantsme

tobethisbarbiedollhousewife,thatswhatiwillbe.

Iamtiredfightingthismanheexhaustme.

Mzwakhe:Ihopeitsmeyouthinkingaboutin



betweenthoselegs

Thabiso:Awkodwaskhulusamingiyabonga

mommy

IlaughmyvaginatinglesigrabThato'sshoulder.I

amgoingtokillMzwakheforthis,helooksatme

andsmirks.

Ndu:Manjemommy

Linda:Yinikwenzakalaningawe(Whatiswrong

withyou)

Me:Uyazi...Mmm...Mawujabulileumzimbauvela

uqhaqhazele(Youknowwhenlifeisgoodandyour

bodyjustreacts)



Itmustbeaswimmingpooldownthere.Iwalk

awayhetinglesmeagain.

Mzwakhe:Howyoufeelingmommy

Me:Ravenous

Iamgoingtogethimforthis.

Mzwakhe

Ihavethisoverwhelmingfeelingthatinever

experiencedbefore.Myboyfinallygettingthelove

andhappinesshedeserves,thisisjustthebest

feelingintheworld.Sakhileandigowayback.

Istillrememberitlikeitwasyesterday,firstdayat

schoolhewasthisquietchap.Hewaschillingon

hisownandidecidedtostandnexttohim.Of

coursehewasrudetomenxithislittlehoe,



anywaysiinstantlyfeltthisauthenticconnection

between.

Fewyearslaterourfriendshipwasindestructible,

somethingshappenedalongtheway.Whenhis

motherdiedthingsgotrocky,butwhenhisbrother

diedthatswhenhisworldcamecrashingdown.He

turnedintoajunkieaseriousjunkie,helivedunder

abridge.Itwashardtrackinghimdownbecausehe

knewiwaslookingandhejustdidn'twanttobe

found.

Ididluckilyandtodayheisthehandsomemanever.

Ilovethatmantothemoonandback,ihavealways

beenacrybabyandtheywouldn'thaveitanyother

way.

Me:Wozala

Sakhile:Yougoingtorapeme



Me:Finally

Welaugh.

Weenterthehiddenvoltthisiswheremywhole

fortuneis.Findthisandyouwillbesetforeternity,

eternity.

Sakhile:Whoyoustolethesefrom

Me:Iboughtthem

Helaughs.

Me:Sothisisemerald,rose,diamondandyellow.I

purchasedthemnosolongago



Sakhile:Thesearegorgeous

Me:IwanttoaskPhindileforherhandinmarriage

Sakhile:Thismusthavecoastafort

Helooksatme.

Me:Onlyafteryougetmarriedfirst

Helaughs.

Sakhile:Youserious

Me:Youhavesixmonths

Sakhile:Wowquietacorneryouputmein



Ihavetogetthemmarriedbeforeweneversee

Nothandoeveragain.

Phindile

Idon'twantanyonefeelingpityforme,iftheywant

tocelebrategoaheadtheydeserveit.Thabisohas

beenrunningaroundthehousesinginganddancing,

heissuperecstaticaboutbeingafather.Iholdmy

stomachandgetalittlebitemotional.

Sizwe:CongratulationsMrsThabiso

Olwethu:ThankyoumyAngel

TheylaughOlwethucallseveryoneangel.Shemay

appearcluelessbutdonotcomewiththebullshit.

Sizwelaughsitwasverydifficultformebeinginthe

moment.IlookupMzwakheisstaringatme



leaningagainstthewall,ilookathimthanlook

down.

Thisishardformeitslikeiamsupposedtohave

anotherone.Okayiamnotfeelingwell.
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Mzwakhe

Phindilecryingtorturedme.Iunderstandherpain

wehadtomanypregnancyloss.Idon'twantthem

tostopcelebrating,OlwethuandThabisodeserve

thismorethananything.Phindilewillbefine,she

neverbreaksorallowyoutoseeherbreakdown.

Thabiso:Youokay

Phindile:Whyyougrabbingmyassnow



Theylaugh.

Sakhile:Skhulu

Me:Bafonihambekahlehawungitshelaphela

Hesmilesandpourshimselfjuice.

Me:Aykulungile

Mywomanfaints.

Thabiso:HaiboPhindile

Irushtoherside.

Me:Phindilemommy



Sizwe:Okaygivehersomespaceitsokayshe's

usedtothisrightMrsAyandaitsokay

Noitsnotokayhowdoessomeonejustdroplike

thatandtheysayitsnormal.

Sizwe:Nono

Shewakesupgasping.

Sizwe:Okayeveryonestepbackwhateveryoudo

donotirepeatdonotrun

Shestartscrawlingstrugglingtobreath,herlegs

startchanging.Sheisstillcringinginagony,she

fallsflatonherstomach.Herbodytransformintoa

snake.Sheliftshersnakebodyupandthandrop

hardtotheground,shechangesback.



Lungelo:Nkosazane

Theyliftherupandplaceheronthechair.She

looksatallofus.

Phindile

Mambaisverycheekyhappinessican'thaveit.I

don'tknowhowtodothisnow,idon'twanttoriskit.

Idon'twantthesegentlemenhatingmeandkilling

me,imusttalktoMzwakhe.

Istrugglewithbreathing.

Voice:Pleasenkosazaneevenifhedoesn'twant

metotalktohim.Evenifthiswillmakeyoufight

please



Igetupholdingmyheart.

Voice:Itsokaywecandothisiknowican'tstay

long

Mzwakhe:Phindilekodwa

Me:"Ahsukakuminawenambulali"

Voice:Okayokay

IkneelinforSakhile.

Me:"Bambino"

Heshiftsuncomfortablyandlooksaway.



Me:"Bambinopleaselookatmeican'tholditfor

muchlongeroriwillkillher"

Atearfallsfromhisface.

Me:"Younotaloneiwillalwaysbethereforyou,

lookingafteryouevenfromtheotherside.Youwill

alwaysbemybambino"

Iwipehistearandhughim.

Me:"Lookatyoustillthemostcharmingand

handsomeboy.Itsokaydon'tcry,ididn'tleaveyou

byyourself.Ihavebeensearchingforanyfamily

membersandifoundsomeoneshe'sourauntand

she'sallalone,shehasbeenlongingtoseeus.She

knowswheresheisandwilltakeyoutoher,sucha

sweetheartwhyyoualwaysgottobelikethis"



Igetup.

Me:Yourfatherwantstotalktoyou.."Iwould

understandifyoudon'twantto,iwasn'texactlythe

fatherlytype"

Ifallonmykneesagain.

Me:"Bambino"

Hegetsupandrunsupstairs.

Mzwakhe:Mama

Me:Iamokaygo

Linda:Haibomamaiseriouslentoyakho



Me:Andhard

Whatevericandotohealbrokenwoundsiwilldoit.

Iwonderwhattypeofweaponwasusedtokillhis

brother,heliterallyhasawholeinhisheart.

Thobani:Iwantice-cream

Mzwakhe

Whymamawhy.

Me:Skhulu

Heiscryingreallybadandnothingisconsolinghim.

ThedooropensNothandoenters,shelooksatme

thisisgoingtohurtme.Wereallyhavechanged.



Nothando:Sakhileitsokayiamhere

Isighandtakemyselfout.

Me:Babykodwayiniungenzenjekodwa

Ikissher.

Me:Ungibizangombulalimanje

Phindile:IfiboughtSamuforwardyouwouldreact

thesameway

Me:Nobutyoumaybe

Phindile:Ithadtobedoneanywaysineedyourhelp.

Youseenowthesepregnantwomen,theyneedto

gomeetthesnake.Problemis,itsahugeriskalose



losesituationandidon'twanttheirbabydaddyto

killme

Me:Howareyoufeelingyouneverreallytalkabout

howyoufeel

Phindile:Ifeelfine

Me:Phindile

Phindile:Babyiamfine

Iwanttosmackhersoshecancryandtellmewhat

isgoingon,whoamikiddingshewillprobablycry

insilenceandjustlookatme.

Me:Iwilltalktothem



Shekissesme.

Me:Hmmbambino

Phindile

Iwonderifmysurprisewillbereadyontime.Ihead

downstairsiseeSizweneartheedgeofthepool,

whatishedoinghepullsoutsomethingshiny.I

gaspandrunouthegetsupsmiling,iam

screamingandjumpinglikealittlegirlshocked.

Itakeitfromhimandholditupicovermymouth.

Me:Thesnakegemdidwedosomething

Hesnatchesitfrommeandheadsinsideifollow

him.



Me:Sizwe

Sizwe:Wouldyoustop

Ican'tholdmyselfthisisgold.

Sizwe:Iamstilltryingtofigureoutwhyhegaveitto

me

Me:Youdidn'tcontinuewithyourstupidplans

Sizwe:Couldbeorsomethingiswronganda

creatureisafterthesnakegem

Me:There'sonlyonepersonwhocanbeafterthis

allhertrickshaverunoutthenextbestthing

Sizwe:IstoopossesMzwakhe



Me:Howdidthishappen

Sizwe:Youneednotstophimfromwhateverhe

wantstodo,andtheladiesbeingpregnantopens

upthegatewayforher

Ilookathim.

Sizwe:AreyouMambathegreat

Lungelo:Areyouourqueen

Lungani:Ordoweneedtolookforsomeoneelse

Me:Gosealtheportalsandmakesurenothing

comesinorgoesout



Them:Nkosazane

Ipickupthesnakegemanditdisappearonmy

hand.

Sakhile

Thisisthehardestandemotionalihaveeverbeen.I

knowshewasn'ttryingtoupsetmeormakemecry.

Thatpartofmylifeidon'tliketalkingaboutit,

loosingmybrotherwastheworstfeelingever.We

hadatoughtimegrowingupourdadmistreatedus.

Heabusedmomalotandinstilledfearonus,when

hediedwewerefreefromhisshackles.Ireally

don'tliketalkingaboutthis.

Nothando:Youheretocausemoreproblems

Isitupstraight.



Phindile:B*tchyoubeenagirlfriendforfive

secondsandyouthinkyoucancomeforme

Nothando:Iwill

SheraisesherhandtosmackherPhindileducks.I

laugh

Phindile:Okaygirl

Shejumpsonthebed.

Phindile:Don'tkillmenowyoustoppedhimfrom

comingthroughnowthingshavechanged.You

needtofreeyourselftheystillwanttotalktoyou,

howeverithinkthiswasenoughfortoday

Isighidon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis.Ialso



don'twanttotalktoher,becauseifiopenmy

mouthmybrothermayjustcreepin.Mzwakhe

enters.

Mzwakhe:Firstofallyoudon'tknowSakhilelike

that,secondNothandomommywherehaveyou

beenallmylife

Igetupandleave,theylaugh.

Mzwakhe:Sakhilewaityoubetternotbegoingto

thatbridgeagain,oriwillzapyouwithamillion

volts.Trymemotherf****

Iwalkoutthedoorandigetelectrocuted.
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Mzwakhe



Thobani:Mzwakhemfethu

Theylaughiwoulddoitagain.Hedoesn'tneedto

gotothatbridgewearehisbridge,iamhisbridge.

Linda:Mzwakhehasnochillman

Me:Yallforgetheisarecoveringdrugaddict

Linda:Thatwasmillionyearsago

Me:Idon'tcareiwillzaphimagainifieverseehim

anywherenearsomewhereheshouldn'tbe,his

bodyisgoingtogetit

Linda:Didyouseehowhewas

Welaughpeoplemaynotlikeitbutiprotectmyown



likemylifedependsonit.Babsstepsoutofp's

privateroom,itwasoneofthosedaysPhindile

fighting.Iholdherhandsonkissthemwithpeople

likeher,Phindileisgoingtowinthis.

Me:Ifhedoesn'twantyouiwilltakeyou

Shesmiles.Hecomesthroughandkissesheron

thecheek.Heiswhippediftheybreakupiamgoing

punchBabalwaintheface,shelooksatme.Ilaugh.

Phindile

Okayoneeyedmonsterwaswinning.Ithadawhip,

eachtimeitlashesmeitswhipleavesastinging

electrifyingpain.Idon'thaveallmystrength,buti

won'tletmeovercomeme.

Voice:Couragemyqueen



Voice:Donotdespairnkosazane

Itlashesatmeagainigrabthewhipmyhandburns.

Ican'tletgonowbe,anotherobjecthitsmefrom

behind.Iletgoofthewhipitlashesatmeagaina

forcefieldprotectsme.

Me:Ithoughtitoldyouguystoclosetheportals

Sizwe:Wedidlookyouhavesomethinginyouokay

butdon'tletitgettoyou.Ittwoofthemyoucan

defeatthem

Helifthisfistupokayletsbattlewhatdoeshe

meanihavesomethinginme.

Mzwakhe

Sakhilefinallycomesdownishegoingtoattackme.

Everyoneiswaitingforhimtostrike,idon'tcare.



Sakhile:Sanibonani

Linda:Youdon'twanttopunchhim

Sakhile:Ongiyekengalesfebe

Ilaughhepunchesmeinmyarmouch.

Sakhile:WhereisPhindile

Me:Ofsomewhere

Sakhile:Iwanttofindher

Me:Firstthinginthemorningwewillgo



Sakhile:Whathaveyouguysbeenupto

Me:Nothingjust

Awhitesnakecomesflyinginfromthefront

breakingtheglassdoor,aymankantihowstrong

arethesepeople.Thisglassisindestructible,he

turnsintoahumanthetwinscomerunningin.They

helphimuphelaughs,Phindileappearsheruns

away.Iguessthatwasaneasycreaturetheyback

sosoon.

Shewalksoutanddivesinthepool.

Sizwe:Isshegone

Me:Iseverythingokay



Sizwe:Sevendownthreemoretogosoonthecurse

willbeover,andeveryonecanhaveanormallife

Lungelo:Wedon'tknowthatthembreakingupyou

don'tknowwhatdamagethatcaused.Whatifthese

thingsmultiplied

Sizwe:Yeahwe'llsee

Theydisappear.

Me:Haiboningibhekeni(Whatareyoulookingat)

Phindile

Islitmyfingerandlettheblooddripintotheriver.

Masthole:Congratulationsmylove



Isighwhowouldhavethunkthatmanandiwould

createsuch.

Me:Canihidit

Masthole:Itsalluptoyounkosazanethoselosses

hadtohappen,fortheseonestolive.Itsnotall

scaryihadthemandtheystilldrivemecrazy

Ilaugh.

Masthola:Youheretochangethingsandbringjoy.

Wedon'tknowwhatescapedandmultiplied.She

canseethatshewillnotwinthis,andremember

shehasthepowertocreateanddestroy.Butshe

won'tgetveryfarloveistheonlythingthatprotects

us.Gomychild

Whyamievencryingigetupanddiveintheriver....



Iappearinourroom,thesnakeisallcoiledupinthe

corner.

Me:OhMamba

Mzwakhe

Ientryroomandgetshockedbywhatiam

witnessing.Phindileplayingwithasnake.

Me:Mama

Shelooksup.

Me:Youokay

Phindile:Iamstilldistractedfromreality



Me:Sakhilewantsustogofindhisaunt

Phindile:Okay

Me:Whyyouplayingwiththesnake

Phindile:Heissad

Snakesalsogetsadokaythat'safirst.

Me:Whyishesad

Phindile:Idon'tknowdidyoumanagetotalkto

them

Me:Notyetbutdon'tworrymylove



Shesmilesandcontinuesplayingwiththesnake

okayletmegetoutofhere,clearlyiaminterrupting

somesnackhumanromance.Aloudbangerupts,i

laugh.
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Sakhile

Wetookthejourneyinseekingmyaunt.Idon'teven

knowwhatshelookslike,whosheiswillistill

rememberher.Myhandsaresweating,weleftin

theweehoursofthemorning.Idon'tknowwhatto

makeofthismyheartisracing.

Me:Thankyoubro

Mzwakhe:Youknowigotyourback

Me:Nawemommyngiyabonga



Ifitwasn'tforheriwouldn'tevenknowihavefamily.

Mzwakhe:Mamawebeencirclingthisplace

James:Impelaokwesibilisidlulala,iloyamuzi

omncane(Iagreeitsthesecondtimewepassing

hereandthatsmallhouse)

Phindile:Thanthismustbetheplace

Thecarstopsandshegetsout.

Me:Ican'tbelievethis

Phindile:"Bambino"

Westepoutofthecarandshecan'tbreathe.



Phindile:"Overthere"

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Phindile:Letsgo

Nothiscan'tbewhereshelivesmysoulbreaks.

NothandoNzuza

MynameisNothandoNzuza24yearsofage.Iam

lightskinnedandfulloflife,iamfromruralKZN.I

havethreeothersiblingsmybrothers,icome

secondthingsbackhomearen'tsogood.Whensis

nokubongaofferedmethisjob.Ithoughtabunchof

boystheyweregoingtousemeandtaketurnsin

sleepingwithme.Butthatwasn'tthecaseiwill

foreverbegratefultothemforgivingmethis

opportunity.



Sakhileandiwellialwayssawtherewas

somethingthefirstdayicamehere,hewasso

protectiveofme.Eachtimesomeonemadeamove,

hewouldgivemeareallybadstinkeyelikeaminot

supposedtotalktopeoplenow.Anywayswhenhe

finallyaskedmeoutitotallyrefusedhimandisaw

itbrokehisheart.

Fastforwardhekeptpushingandpushingicouldn't

tellhimiwasavirgin,andiattendthereeddance.I

don'tknowwhatiwasafraidbecausesincethanhe

hasbeenatotalgentleman,hedoesn'ttouchmeor

playwithmythingandilovehimevenmoreforthat.

Theyleftveryearlyinthemorningiwasnervousfor

me.Ihopetheydofindherhehastoldmealot

abouthispastandhisdrugaddiction,howhe

thoughthisgirlfriendatthattimewasgenuine.His

mesmerizingfriendshipwithMzwakheandhowthis

familylaughsatjustanything.



Basicallyeverythingineededtoknowifiseriously

wantedtopursuearelationshipwithhim.Itsquitea

darkpastbuttheymanagedtokeepitmoving.I

thinkishouldgoprayyeahmynervesarejust

gettingthebestofme.

Sakhile

Wegettothehousethedoorisopenmyheart

breaks.Thelivingconditionstheylivingin,they

haveacurtainseparatingthebedroomandthe

livingroom.Mzwakheknocksonthedooraboy

showsup.

Him:Sanibona

Helooksatme.

Mzwakhe:Wow



Heisanexactreplicaofme.

Mzwakhe:Singamtholauma(Welookingforyour

mother)

Him:Ma

Oureyesaregluedtoeachotherihadsomeoneout

herelookinglikemeandididn'tevenknowthat.

Voice:Ubanimanjeloyo

Oureyesmeet.Shedropsthebucket.

Aunt:Sakhile



Myfeetarestucktothegroundsheattacksmewith

ahugandcries.Mylegsfeelwobblyifeltsoalone

onthisearth,whilemyfamilywasrighthere.

Aunt:Ohmybabylookatyou.Yousogrownand

handsome,nonodon'tcry

Shehugsmeagain.

Mzwakhe

Icriedwhydidn'ttheancestorsshowusthissooner.

Westeppedbackandallowedthemtoreminisce

andcomforteachother,itwashardonme,justasit

wasforPhindile,Sakhileandhisaunt.Jameswas

takingitlikeaman,theyfinallycontrolthemselves

andheadinside.

Phindile:Iwillberightback



Inodandwegoin.

James:Ewusazesajabulaimpelaukuthsinitholile,

kuvelekwaqhamukanjesasheshasangenaindlela

(Weareveryhappywefoundyou,itcameasa

surpriseandwewastednotime)

Aunt:YoumustbeMzwakheright

Me:Yeboma

Idon'trememberherorknowher.

Aunt:Healwaysusedtotalkaboutyou.Mybest

friendtodayisignoringme,mybestfriendismad.It

wasalwaysmybestfriendthismybestfriendthat

Welaugh.



Sakhile:Whathappened

Aunt:Yourfatherhappenedthatmanhadacruel

heart.Hebanishedmeanddumpedmeonthisland.

Ihadtofendformyself,hetookmeoutof

everythingandeveryone.Iwasn'tallowedtobe

aroundhiskids,iwasn'tallowedtobeanywhere

nearhisfamily

Sakhile:Why

Aunt:Iwashisfather'sillegitimatechild,wheniwas

showntotheNdlovu'sdadgavealotofhis

attentiontome.Iwasthegoldenchildandyour

fatherdidn'tlikethat.Whenfatherdiedhebecame

soulownerofeverything,becauseofhishate

towards.Iendedupinthisplacethingswererough

man.IamsohappyGugudiedtheamountofpain

shewentthrough



Sakhile:Tellmeaboutit

Aunt:Sohethrewmeoutandyallneverknewi

existed

Sakhile:Iamcomingherewithnohopeatalland

thaniseeyou.Iamherenownomoresuffering,

letspackupandgoorleaveeverythingbehind

Phindilewalksinherattiresheloosesherbreath.

Shegoesdowngroaningandscreaming,myphone

rings.

Me:Yeah

Caller:Don'ttouchhershe'sfinesmisodoesn't

wanthisfathercommunicatingwiththem



Me:Youhaveaphonenow

Sizwe:Ezinyeizinqazakhozingitshelelekeugcingo

(Oneofyourbumfriendsborrowedmetheirphone)

Me:Ohwowokay

Ihungup.

Phindile:"Bambinoiamleavingnowicanrestin

peace.Younolongeraloneandyouneverwillbe"

Shesighs.

Me:Youokay



Phindile:Mmm

Ilookatherandiamamazed.

Nothando

Iamanervouswreck.Iamburninginthekitchen

exercisingmymakotiduties,ialsolearnedthathe

hadsixmonthstomakethingsofficialwithme.

Otherwisewemightaswellcallitquits,inawayi

understandhimbutwhatistherush.Outofallthe

boysheisthesweetestofthemall.

Olwethu:Needhelpanyhelp

Me:Shouldyouareyouallowedtobeinhere

Thabiso:Noshe'snot



Igrabaspoonanddipitandmakehimtasteit.He

grabsabowlanddishesup,ifhewasn'tthebig

brothertotallysomeoneididn'tknow.Iwouldhave

knockedhimout.

Me:Sawotimanjeawushonganaycha(Saltwhy

didn'tyoujustsayso)

Olwethu:Thatdoessmellyummycanihavesome

Me:Yourhusband

Youneversaynotoapregnantwoman.

Mzwakhe

Wemadeitbacksafeandsoundsomehowthe

drivebackhomeseemedalittlebitshorter.They

arealittlebitreservedtheynotusedtosuch

situationsunderstandablyso.Butallisgoodoh



waitweflewbackhomethat'swhy.Weenterthe

kitchenandsomethingsmellsyummy,Nothando

slavingaway.

Me:Mommysesibuyile(Weareback)

Sakhile:MameetNothandomysoontobewife

Aunt:Ohreallywowiamhappyatleastsomeoneis

takingcareofyou

Nothando:Sawubonama

Aunt:Muhle(Beautiful)thankyouforlovinghim

Sakhile:Comeletsgomeettherestofthem

IgrabPhindileandpullherinforahug.



Me:Wegood

Phindile:Thishasbeenemotionallyexhaustingbuti

amhappywefoundthem

Ikissher.Asandascreamsandrunsouttheback,

herecomesSizweplayingwiththisfiftyfootbig

blacksnakelikeit'sagoodboy.

Sizwe:Comeonboy

Me:Oneofushastobethesaneonelikecomeon

bra

Sizwe:Hedoesn'twanttogo

Me:Thanleaveitalone



YesterdayPhindilewasallloveydoveywithit,now

heisplayingcatchwithasnake.Itslithersoutwhen

Olwethuappears.Thesepeoplearesocreepyican't.

Phindile:Canwegoshopping

Me:Yesma'am

AweddingiswhatiamplanningnextforSakhile.
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Mzwakhe

Iwasenjoyingmysleepandthebigguywasacting

up,anintensebloodrushrunsthroughmybody.I

putmyhandonmygroinbutmetwithahead,I

openmyeyesandphindileisbusyonmyd***.



Me:Mmm

Shelocksherhandswithminesanddeepthroat

sendingmetoanothergalaxy.Thewarmthofher

mouthandtonguesuckingandlickingmycock,

feelslikesomeonepullingtheliftforceoutofme.

Thisjustmademefeeldesired,Ilaybackandenjoy

thiswonderfulmoment.

Sakhile

Icametocheckonmycousinsohmanthisisthe

bestfeelingintheworld.Ifinallyhaveafamily,not

thattheboysandtheBhengu'sarenotfamilybut

bloodrelatives.

Me:Soyouguyssettlingin

Nhleko:Asiwujwayelenezeumbhedeomkhulu



bekumnandi(Wenotusedtosuchbigbeds,butit

wasnice)

Me:Okaywena

Asanda:Iamokay

Me:Ngiyazihlampenisathukileanikholwakodwa

sekuyimpiloyenule,nomangabeyinieniyifunayo

ngingasabiukusho(Iknowthatmaybethisisa

shocktoyouguysunbelievable,butthisisyourlife

now.Whateveryouguyswantdon'thesitatetoask)

Idon'twanttooverwhelmthemtoomuch.Buti

hopetheywillfinditeasytoadjust,Ileavethem.I

knockonmomsroomshetakesawhilebefore

openingthedoor.

Me:Ma



Ma:Ohmysweetheart

Wehug.

Me:Yousettlinginwellijustcamefromtheboys

Ma:Thisisabighouseimustsay

Me:Ifthisistoomuchidohavemyownhouse

Ma:Noiamgoodmyboythankyouverymuch

Me:Nothankyou,youdon'tunderstandhowbig

thisisforme.Ithoughtiwasallonmyown,you

guysjustmanandAsanda



Mzwakhe

Givemeloveandloveandloveandsomemorelove

andIamallyours.Iwatchhergettingready,Iwant

hertoblessmeagainandtakemybreathaway.

Me:Whereyougoing

Phindile:Nowhere

Me:Whyyoudressingupithoughtwelayinginbed

cuddlingandsmashingallday

Phindile:Iamtired

Me:What

Phindile:IamtiredMzwakhe



Ilaugh.

Me:Wowokay

Ikissherthanheaddownstairs.Iarriveintimethe

foodlooksdeliciousandiamhungry.

Me:Sanibonani

Nothando:Whatdoyouwant

Me:Isyourmanfedbeforeyougetmeintrouble

Sheputsbeforemeaplatesomethingsmells

horriblehere.

Me:AyNothandokunukakabiukudlakwakho



Sakhile:Excuseme

Me:Smellitayman

Sakhile:Mzwakhenothingwr...Youknowwhatyes

somethingdoessmellbad

Nothando:HaiboSakhile

Me:Takethatshitawayfromme

Phindile

Iwaswatchingthemfromthetop,Mzwakhe

alreadyhatesthesmellofeggs.Ihatethesmellof

eggsandIdon'teveneatthem,whyamiscaredof

tellinghim.Ishouldtellhimprivately,isighand

headdown.



Linda:Youknowicecausesstoneinyourbody

Thabiso:Youknowwhatelsecausesiceinyour

body

Linda:What

Thabiso:Beingdeadsoshutthef***up

Welaugh.

Me:Heyfamily

Thobani:Mommy

Mzwakhe:Phindilengilambile(Iamhungry)



Me:Whyyounoteating

Nothando:Hesaidmyfoodisrottencanyou

believethat

Ichuckle.

James:Nkosazanethiscameforyou

Me:Maypleaseleaveitupstairs

Mzwakhe:Whatisthat

Me:Alittlesurprise

Mzwakhe:Yougoodwithsurprisestoday



Ismile.

Me:Ohmysweetbabyyoudon'tlikemeanymore

Mxolisi:Kanjankodwasiswami

Me:Isomethingtotellyou

Mxolisi:Amigoingtolikeit

Me:Idon'tknowbutitsverygoodnewswhenyou

comingback

Mxolisi:IamlandingtomorrowMzwakhesentthe

jet,Idon'tunderstandwhyhecouldn'tjustsendit

straighttoSingapore



Me:Okaybehappybeinagoodbecauseiknow

youwillhitme

Helaughsandthenhungsup.

Mzwakhe

Theywanttobebackinthegamesobadlysoi

mustallowthemandfulfilltheirwisheseven

thoughIdon'twantto.Ientermyroomanother

thingIdon'tunderstandthissuddentiredness,I

grabtheboxonthebedandputitaside,Ilookatit

andiamtemptedtoopenit.Shesaiditsasurprise

maybeforme.

Igrabitandunwrapthepresentcover,Iopenthe

boxitstwopairofbabyshoes.Thedooropens

Phindilewalksin.

Me:OhmyGod



Icovermyface.

Phindile:Congratulationsiampregnant

NowonderIamtired,Nothando'ssmellyfood.I

lookatherandmytearsjustfalldown.

*

*

*

*

Oneyearlater

WelcomebabykwenzoandOnelaBhengu

SthabisoDladla



BaneleBhengu

ZithuleleandZakheleBhengu
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Phindile

Whatawonderfulyearithasbeen.AfterNonhle

gavebirthtohertwins,theytiedtheknotofficially

sheisMrsAyandaBhengu.Zethugavebirthtoa

beautifulbabyboyandThobanifoundhimselfa

thing,Olwethuawelldeservedbabyboy.Mzwakhe

andIwellIdeliveredsomeverybadnewstohim.I

gavehimoneofthemostcutest,adorableand

savagetwinboys.

Theysupposedtohavebeengonebuttheystillhere

whichmeans,someoneispregnant.

Mzwakhe:AyPhindileangiyizwalentoyakho

akaphelingishofiveseconds,uzongitshelaiyindaba



zokuthmelengihlukanenezinganezami.Ay

ntombazane(Nomanithasbeenthatlongandyou

tellingmeihavetogiveupmychildren,noPhindile)

Thembeinghereisverydangeroustheyareatrisk

ofbeingpossessedbythesecreatures.Iamstill

notfinishedandPearlifsheknowsaboutthese

kids,shecouldraiseanarmy.

Me:Idon'twanttomakeanenemyoutofyou

Mzwakhe:Butyouare

Me:Whatgoodisthembeinghereifihavetokill

them.Waityougotitonbackwards

Hewaschangingtheirdiapers.



Mzwakhe:Ihavetosufferforsomeoneidon'teven

know.Youaskingalotmama

Me:Theywillcomebackwhensomeoneis

pregnant.LookMzwakheiamalmostfinished,

what'smoreimportantyourkidslife.Iknowitshard

enoughonmeaswell

IgrabZakhelehedoesn'tlikeanybodythisoneand

breastfeed.Myboobsarejustsosore,itcan'tbe

methat'spregnantagain.

Sakhile

Isoldmyprevioushouseandgotsomethingbigger

andbetter.Theboysloveittheystartedschooling

notsolongagoandtheyloveit.Nothandois

obsessedwithit,momisjustlazingaroundand

shoppingbaby.Alothashappened,alot.

Ibeenspendingmostofmytimewiththem.We



haveabetterunderstandingourrelationship,she

wasalsotoldaboutthecurseandwhoshewillbe

sharingmewith.Imustsaythatpersonisfarfrom

causingtrouble,becauseshedon'twantme.The

famheethefamily.Mzwakhe,Thobani,Thabisoand

Ayandaarenowfatherswhowouldhavethunk.

Wedidrightbymommywepaidforherdamages

anddowryallthat'sleftisforthemtowalkdownthe

aisle.IontheotherhandwhenMzwakhegetsa

holdofme,heisstraightupsendingmyassto

homeaffairsandgettingmemarried.Iunderstand

thedangertheboysarein,there'snoguarantee

whenPhindilegoestofight.Shewillreturnsafeand

sound,howmuchmorelosingtheirkidsatthe

handsofthesecreatures.

Hemustbegoingthroughalotandwithmenot

there,hedoesn'thavehisvoiceofreasonandon

thevergeofmakinganotherbigmistake.



Nothando:Sakhilephelakhulumanaye

Me:Youwanthertoeatmealive

Nothando:Whatwasitreally

Me:YouknowthethingwithSmangele,Phindile

broughtherbecause,theyknewiwouldfallintoher

trapagain.Sosomethingshappenedandherewe

are

Nothando:Idon'tcareifsheisasnakeorwhatIam

goingtosmackhersobadayngizomshayaSakhile

Ichuckle.

Phindile

Ihopehethinksaboutthisbecauseiwouldrather



sacrificeourhappiness,tokeepthemsafeandalive.

Thecrimelifehelivesalsoisafactor.

Me:Ihopeyourdaddydoesmaketherightdecision

Theysuchcutebabiesuntilyoumesswiththem.

Zakheledoesn'tsleepwhileZithuleleiscruising

awayinlalaland.

Heentersandgrabsbothofhischildrenandwalks

out.Isighandheadoutaswell,Icallzethu.

Zethu:Mommy

Me:Whereareyou

Zethu:Areyoutrackingme



Me:Ifyoudon'twantmesendinglightningyourway

comebackhome

Shesighs.

Sakhile

Iarrivebackatthemansionsomuchhashappened

Imissedthesefools.IfindThobaniandKamointhe

kitchen,Iseriouslydon'tunderstandhowtheir

brainsworknoman.

Thobani:Skhulu

Me:F***you

Helaughs.

Me:Wenangekeuzeuhlalelagcwala



Thobani:Awskhulu

Me:Ongayenaumakotinomaumawenganenoma

kadeafike,fokof(Ifsheisnotawife,babymama,

oryourthinghasbeengoingonforalong.She

mustgetthehellout)

Nomoredisrespectingourladies.

Me:Wenaawenzeengathuyanyakaza(Moveit)

Mzwakhe:Skhulu

Me:Moja....Thobani

Thobani:Okayphela



Me:Yougood

Mzwakhe:Eyleziyinyokamfethuzangibulala

zangiqeda(Thesesnakesdidnotjustdropabomb

onme)

Me:Ngiyakuzwaskhulu

Mzwakhe:Mykidsmanmykidstheywantmeto

giveupmykids

Me:ItstokeepthemsafeMzwakhewedon'tknow

whatthesecreaturesare,hasPhindileeverreturned

andnothinghappenedtoher.Itain'teasybutyou

doeverythingforyourchildandtheirwelbeing.All

thesepregnantladieshadtofacethebigbadsnake

Hecries.



Me:Noskhuluthinkaboutitweknowitstoobigof

anask,butyoucandoitahwakhedon'tcry

Phindile

Shedidn'twanttocomeinsteadshecalledmeout

forlunch.Igettoherandshelookssobeautiful,I

hatewhatishappeningbetweenherandThobani.

Me:Zethukodwa

Zethu:ThelessiseeofThobanithebetter

Me:Wellgirlineedyoubackhomeandfixyour

marriage

Sherollshereyes.

Me:Sheokayhowdoisaythis.Something



possessedkamo'sbody

Zethu:What

Me:Andyouneedtodriveitoutofher

Zethu:Isn'tthatyourjob

Me:ItsnotacreaturegotalktotheDladla's,talkto

hisfather,butfirstineedyoutocomebackhome

please.

Theseladieshavetounderstandtheygoingto

sharethesemen,howeverKamocamewithsome

agenda.
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Phindile



Acreatureisonthehorizonitslookingfor

something,gogo'sancientgem.Usedtoopenup

darkmagicportals.Awhiffofitshadowpoisoncan

beverydetrimentaltome.

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Me:Iamindanger

Mzwakhe:What,whatkindofdanger

Me:Thistypeofcreaturecanfeedmeitspoison

andcontrolme.Itcanturnmeintoadarksoul,have

meopenupitssourceofpower.Itcanusemeto

openaportalfordarknesstoscatterallover

Mzwakhe:Mmm



Lungelo:Wehavetotakeyourformsfromtimeto

timewhenevershegoesout

Sizwe:Andthisisgreatnewsshewasabletopickit

upfastwithoutworryingaboutyou

Mzwakhe:Andwhatsthatsupposedtomean

Me:Iamnottheonlyonewhoisindangerso

KG:Supbra

Me:Ineedthemherejustforprotection

Sizwe:Nowthisdoesn'tmeanjustbecauseshe

didn'tconsultthiswithyoufirst,yougoingtobe

yourpettyassandignoreher.Thanshestops

focusingonherjobandnurseyourstupidfeelings



Whatishedoing.

Mzwakhe

WhodoesSizwethinkheis,heshouldbedirecting

thatenergytowardsmakingsurePhindileissafe.

Everyonejustneedstostayoutofmybusiness.

James:Canitalk

Me:Itsafreecountryspeakyourmind

James:Andileisoutsidethegate.Openthegate

Whatdoesthisfoolwantnow.

Andile:Soliveyourlifeehyeahokaywemad



Sakhile:Ourdealingswithyouareoverwhatdoyou

want

Andile:Ihaveaspecialjobforyou

Me:Whatisthecatch

Andile:Ofcourseitsatrapforyouguysbutagood

trapeverheardofEvansjewelry.Hiswifehasthe

mostpreciousstonesknowntohuman,Iwantthem

andyouallaregoingtohelpmegetit

Me:Howmucharewetalking

Andile:I

Sakhile:Youconsideringworkingwiththisfool



Me:Nobuthisoffersoundsjuicyandenticing

Sakhile:Iknowyouangrybutthisoneistrouble

lookathimsmiling

Idon'tknowwhatshappeningbutiamseeinga

visionofhim,inanurseryhushingababy.

Me:Andileihaveninetynineproblemsandiain't

trynaaddyoutothemix

Andile:Comeonpleaseweworkwelltogether.I

knowwenotbestfriendsbutiwillsendyouthefile,

Iamhopingitwillchangeyourmind

Me:Getout



Phindile

AnangryMzwakhechargersatSizweandsmack

theshitoutofhim.Theyholdtheircheeks,I

voluntarilyholdminetheyfight.Mzwakheseemsto

bestrongerheoverpowershim.

Mzwakhe:Fightlikeamanyoupuss

Heknockshimonhisneckwithhisalbowknocking

himout.Hekickshimonhisstomach.

Mzwakhe:Youwanttotakemeonhuh,Itoldyou

guysstayoutofmybusiness.Lookwhatyourbig

mouthcaused,imgoingtomakeanexampleoutof

you

Hedisappearsandcomesbackwithabucket,

somethingsmokinginside.HepoursitatSizwe,

Thobanisplasheswateronhimhewakesup

gasping.Hepuncheshimagaintheythrowmore



dryiceandwaterathim,thetwinsgetemotional.

Lungelo:OkayokaystoppleaseSizwe

Mzwakhe:Stayoutofmybusinessanyoneofyou

everquestionmyloveforPhindile,thisiswhat's

goingtohappen.Idon'tcarewhoandwhatyouare

Hewalksaway.

Mzwakhe:Ningijwayelaamasimbaninaaningazi

Lungani:Bhuti

Ididn'tknowthekidssituationwasgoingtorilehim

up.

Sakhile



Mzwakhedamnheispissedoftothecore.Whathe

justdidtoSizwe,wasn'ttohurthimbutasimple

messagedonotmesswithme.

Theylaugh.

Me:Guyscomeon

Thobani:Don'tf***aroundboss

Me:Hehaschanged

Thabiso:ChangeMzwakhedoesn'tchangehe

showsyouwhohereallyis

Thaps:Youguysarenotnormal

Theylaugh.



Me:StayoutofhisbusinessandfocusonPhindile

Thaps:Areyallscaredofhimorisitsomethingelse

Me:Wegoingtodryiceyourassrightnow

Heshakeshisheadwelaugh.

Phindile

Hewaslookingatmeidon'tknowifitwasangeror

hishadenough.Thisisnothowiwouldhavegotten

thepointacross,butwhateverworksforhim.

Howeverthatwasveryunpleasantforthem,it

broughtbackcertaindisturbingmemoriesforthem.

Mzwakhe:Fineiwillallowmykidstogoonone

condition



Me:Whichis

Mzwakhe:Iwillcomecollectingwhenitstimeforit

That'snotgood,hewalksoutslammingthedoor.

Theseancestorsdonotwanttoseemehappy.
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Mzwakhe

IhadtotalktoSizweandapologize.Idon'twant

peoplethinkingtheycantalktomeanyhow,and

walkovermyhead.Whatididtriggeredsome

painfulmemoryandforthatIamsorry.

Sizwe:Wejustwantwhatsisbestforherandfor

hertofocusonthecreatures.Onewrongmovecan

ruineverythingweworkedsohardfor,Ikeeptelling

youguysthis.Wenotawareofwhattheycapable



of,wealmostattheveryend.Thapelodoesn'tneed

tobehere,butbecausesomanybullhashappened.

Heneedstobehere

Me:Iamsorrythough

Sizwe:Waterunderthebridge

Me:Youdon'tlikeThapelodoyou

Sizwe:Youjustdon'thaveanideaofwhatisgoing

on

Me:Howarewesupposedtoknowifyouguysare

hidingthingsfromus

Sizwe:Wenothidinganythingitsyallactionsthat

determinehowwemove.Whatyoudoshowshow



Phindileshouldact,ifyouguysf***upwhatisthe

pointofhelping

Me:Yallhavetomanyrulesandregulations

Phindile:Haveyallkilledeachotheryet

Ilookatherandsmile.

Phindile

Iseeablackshadowarrowmakingitswayinside

thehouse.Irunandgrabitjustintimebeforeit

couldstabsomebody,butIgetalittleprickfromit

andscreaminagony.Theshadowdisappears.

Mzwakhe

Thesnakeswereshoutingathershewasshaking

andunabletobreathe.



Sizwe:Whydidyouhavetotouchit

Phindile:I...Wa..Iwasdoingmyjob

Sizwe:Onethatcouldcostyouyourlife

Me:Welldon'tjuststandtheredosomething

Shescreams.

Me:Mama

Sizwe:Nodon'ttouchherkodwanawePhindile

Phindile:Ididwhatihadtodo



Me:Thapelo

Thaps:Sorrybrowecan'thelpher

Me:What

Shestopsshakingandshutsdown.Jamesenters

withKhulewhatishedoinghere.

Khule:Didicomeatabadtime

Thapelodrawssomethingoutofhim.

Thapelo:Thecodex

Sizwe:Thapelo



Thapelo:Sheismuchstrongerthanwhatyougive

hercreditfor.Ourjobistoprotecther,heplacesit

onherpalm.Sherisesup.

Phindile:FinallyIhaveitthecodex,Iwon'tkillher

asyet.Iwanthertoopenupafewthings

Thapelo:That'snotgoingtohappen

Phindile:Andwhoareyoutostopme.Iwasactually

aimingatthatuselessboyfriendofhers,butshe

wasquickandsharpawholequeen

Sizwe:Phindile

Astrongforcesendshimtotheground.

Phindile:Thisisthethirdtimeyoufailedherwhere



areyourscarypowers,whitesnake

Sheevillaughshaibowheredidthatdeepvoice

comefrom.

Phindile:Ohwell

Shedisappears.Whatjusthappened.

Sizwe

Iwasworriediwasreallyworried.Darknesshas

consumedherandsheiswithin.

Sakhile:Youguysmindtellinguswhatisgoingon

Thapelo:Somethingevilnowiscontrollingher



Allthestrengthhasleftmeigetupandpourmyself

adrink.

Thapelo:Sizweyoucan'tgiveupnow

Iholdtheglassagainstmyforehead.

Thapelo:Youtheonewhoalwaystellsher,she

mustbefearless.Shegotthisusethattobringher

back

Me:Howyouidiothow,youplacedthatgemand

shewasgone

Lungelo:Sizweheisrightwecan'tgiveupnow

Shecomesback.



Mzwakhe:Mama

Phindile:Sizwe

Mambahidesbehindme.

Phindile:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat,whydoes

myhandhurtsobad

Me:Whereyoufrom

Phindile:Somedarkplacelikereallydarkholdon

whyamiexplainingmyselftoyou

Mzwakhe:Phindile

Hisloveisonlythingthatcantametheevilbutonly

forseconds.Shegoestothekitchenandopensthe



refrigerator,thewholedoorcomesout.Iholdmy

head.

Thapelo:Youcan'teatthatyouallergictofish

Phindile:Whoisgoingtostopme

Mzwakhegrabsherwristreleasingthefishoutof

hergrip.

Mzwakhe:Mamastopthis

Phindile:Mzwakheyouhurtingme

Heletsgoofher.

Phindile:"Shameyoureallyloveherbutyoutoo

muchofawhore,thisisgoingtobesoeasy"



Mzwakhe:Ma

Phindile:"Move"

Hestepsaside.

Phindile:"Toodles"

Shebounceherwayout.Shestopsandscreams,I

kneebeforeher.

Phindile:Sizwewhywon'tyouhelpme

Me:Ican'tmamayouhavetofightit

Phindile:"Mxmpathetic"



Shewalksoutanddisappears.

Thapelo

Thispoisonisverypowerfulshecan'tbreak

throughit.SizweandthetwinsleftandMzwakheis

leftdistraught.

Thabiso:Kantivelewhycan'tyouguyshelpher

Me:Imagineifallofuswerelikeherandshegot

thatmuchpower.Firstoffallshecannotbe

anywhereneartheriver,secondaynoguysthisis

hectic.Idon'tknowifyallthoughtwejokingorwhat

Sizwe:Iwilldoit

Me:Areyoucrazy



Sizwe:Iamwillingtotakethatrisk

Me:You

Sizwe:Wenotsnakesbecausewecowardsorwho

ourfamilyis.Snakesdon'tbegtheykill

Me:Yourealizeyougivingthecreaturespower.I

needyoutothinkaboutthis

Sizwe:Nkosazane

Sheappears.

Phindile:"Ireallythoughtihadtoworkextrahard

forthis"



Sheextendsherhandout.

Sizwe:Letmespeaktoher

Me:Sizwe

Phindile:"No"

Me:Lungelonathulanje(Whyareyouguysquiet)

Dotheynotunderstandthedangerofthisorthey

justdumb.

Phindile:"Therewego"

Iwillnotstandforthis.



Sizwe:Thapelono

Shescreams.

Sizwe:Thapelo

Me:Iwillnotletyouanywherenearthesacredriver

anditspeople

Sheslapsmeifall.

Phindile:"Youshallpayforthis"

Shegrabsmeandtossesmeupintheair.Icome

backdownmeetingherkneeonmyabdomen,I

groaninpain.Ilaugh,shedisappears.
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Mzwakhe

IwasworriedaboutPhindile,whenshelookedat

me.Isawpurehatredandcoldnessitscaredme.

Sizwe:ThapeloIhaveeverythingundercontrol

Thapelo:Idon'tcareokayIdon'tcare,can'tyousee

that'snotPhindile.Shewantsyoutodothat,she

wantsyoutoobeyher.Itsyourjobtoprotecther

andtheriver,whatgoodwillitdogivingherthe

snakegem.Mzwakhepleasehelpmeout

Ididn'tcareaboutthisstupidargument,mymind

wasfaraway.

Me:Weallwanttohelpasmuchaswecan,buthe

isrightthatwasnotPhindile

Mebeingclosetoherdidn'taffectherinanyway.



Shelookedatmewithcoldeyes,

Me:Sizwethat'snother

Thapelo:AllthemorereasonIhadtostopyour

stupidplan

Sheappears.

Phindile:BoohoowhatasadstorycanIeatthisor

youwillstopmeagain

Ihavetoapproachthissituationwithoutany

emotions,thisdamncreatureisnotgoingtowin.

Shecaressmyfacethankissesme.

Phindile:No



Sheholdsherhead.

Phindile:Stopit..."NoIamnotgoingtoletyoudo

that"

Ilockherinbetweenmylegssothatshedoesn't

escape.Ileanbackandfoldmyarmssoshe

doesn'tescape.Shetriestoslapmebutstops.

Phindile:Letgo..."Mzwakhepleasedon'tdothis"

Theyfightingnow,oneistryingtooverpowerthe

other.IfIamherweaknessthanshewillhaveto

fightforme,andthiscreatureisnotgoingtolikeit.

Shestopsandlaughs.

Phindile:Yousmartreallysmartbutthisisnot

goingtowork.IfIcontinuewiththissheisgoingto

fightmeandoverpowermeandifshedoesthat,



whoisgoingtosetmefree.NonoIhavethat,I

can'tthinkwhatwouldPhindiledo

Shemumblesandmumblesandmumbles.

Phindile:Letgoofme

Thapelo:Younotgoingtowin

Shesendshimtofloorbreathless.Igetupand

standinfrontofhim.

Phindile:IshouldhavekilledhimwhenIhadthe

chance.Thismanofyourswillbeagreatreward

Shewalksoutanddisappears.

Thapelo:SeeSizwethat'showyoudoitthanksbro



Abeautifulladyshowsupandkneelsbeforehim.

Thapelo:IamokayIamokay

Thapelo

IhadtostopSizwefrommakingthebiggest

mistakeofhislife.Yestheycompelledtoprotect

her,butthisisstrongerthanwethought.Ican't

haveitclaimingtheriverohhellno.

Linda:Ubanimanjelo(Whoisthis)

Sakhile:Aveuyithandaiyintombizabantu(Youlove

people'sgirlfriends)

Linda:So



Theylaugh.ItsthefirsttimeIamhearingthem

laugh.Abunchofweirdosthesepeopleare,who

laughatserioussituations.Whodoesthatreally.

Mzwakhe:Ubanivele

Heistryingtokeepittogetherbutyoucantell,this

wastakingahugetollonhim.Itseatinghiminside

seeingthewomanhelovesinthatstate.

Voice:Whatdoesheknowaboutlove

Hespeaksinmyhead.Wellintheendhehasher

andthatsallthatmatters.

Sizwe:"Mxmheauthorizeshislove"

Me:Getoutofmyhead



Linda:Whoareyou

Lelo:Lelo

Me:Heynobodyaskedyoutospeak

Sakhile:Uyininalomubiza(Whatishetoyou)

Lelo:Iamhiswoman

Mzwakhe:Ahyoucheatingonkedi

Me:Yabonaukuphaphakwakho

Theylaugh.Ihadnoideawhatwasgoingthetime,I

wasplanningtotakemamba.Kediontheother



handwasplanningtoremovemefrommythrown,I

letthingsslipandshenowrulesmykingdom.

Phindile:Icanhelpwiththat,Ineedasacrifice

Me:YoursacrificeMzwakheyoukillher,Ikillhim.

Thistimeyouwouldhavemadeanenemyoutthe

queen

Phindile:Iwillmakemoreofme

Me:Okay

ShedisappearsandappearsonMzwakhe'slap,

thanshegetstosseddown.Theylaugh.

Phindile

Iwassurroundedbypuredarknesswithavoicethat



kepttellingmetogiveup.Iknew,Imadeamistake

butratherthatthansomeone'slifebeingtaken,

becauseofthesecreatures.

Voice:Giveitupprincessitsonlyamatteroftime

beforeyoufallintodeepsleepandnotevenMamba

cansaveyou

Iwasreallyfailingtostaystrongeachsecondin

thisplace,themoreandmoremylifegetssucked

out.

Voice:Creaturesofthedarkawaken

Itsvoiceechoesthegroundshakes.Itsitsdown

andsaysachant.NoIcan'tletthat,Ihavetostop

thembuthowtheytookmypowersaway.

Voice:Phindile



Voice:Youhaven'tlostyourpowers

Voice:Nobodycantakeawayyourpower

Voice:Comeprincesslookoverthere

Voice:Youholdthecrownofthesnakesyouarea

princess

NoIletacreaturetrickmeandtakemypowers

away.

Voice:NobodycanstealMambafromyou.Youjust

needtodigdeepandbelieveinyourself

Iwakeupfromadeepsleepasasnake.



Mzwakhe

Thapelo:Mzwakhe

Sizwe:Phindile

Iheadoutavoicespeaksinmyhead"Donotfear

her"

Herauraseemspleasantenoughtomakeme

approachher.Istandbeforehershelooksupand

hereyessparkle.Asighofreliefshesmilesand

jumpsinthepool.

Thapelo:Sizwealthoughhisintentionsweregood.

Wealmostmadethebiggestmistakeofourlives,

itsimportantwealwaysloveherevenifsheisa

totalbiatch.Beturnedonbythatokay,bearrogant

andcrazylikeher.Ipromiseallofthiswillsoonbe

over



Iexhale.

Thapelo:Thesomewhatworstisover

Me:Haveyoueverhadtogiveupyourkids

Thapelo:ThehardestthingIeverhadtoaccept.If

theycandothattoher,imaginewhatwillhappenif

theyhaveyourchildren.Theyalsospecial

rememberthat

Istaredeepatthebottomofthepool.
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Phindile

Iwasprettymuchexhausted.Iamtired,Ilookedat

thefamilytheywereinagoodmoodcarryingon.I



totallywouldhavedisappointedmyselfandawhole

bunchofotherpeople,hadIgivenup.

Mzwakhe:Youokay

Ismile.

Mzwakhe:Youwantanything,anythingIwillgetit

foryou

Aplateofmeatisplacedbeforeme,Ismile.

Nonhle:Doyouknowabouttoday'svisit

Inod.

Nonhle:Andyouapprove



Ipointather,shesighs.Itsuptotheboysreallyif

theywanttotakeasecondwife,ornot.Theymust

gospeaktothatwickedsnakefirst.Zethuenters

carryingbabySthabiso,shelooksatme.Ismile.

Zethu:YiniPhindileyinikodwaseningazeningenze

nje

Mzwakhe:Sawubonakhela,sawubonawenze

nzena

IlookatMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:OkayPhindileIwillfixit

Ifinishmyplatesomebodybetterbringanotherone

becauseImightjusteatoneofthem.



Sizwe:Startwithyourman

Ilaugh,Ihavemyvoiceback.

Mzwakhe

Shelookedatusconfused,sheispartofthe

problemandeveryoneislookingatmetofixthis.

Kamo:WhyamIhere

Me:Whosentyou

Kamo:Sorry

Me:Ain'tnowaymyboycanbecrazyover

someonelikeyou



Kamo:AmIbeinginitiatedorsomething

Sakhilecockshisgun.

Me:Youknowthesoonerwethisoveranddone

withthebetterwecanmoveonwithourlives

Kamo:Iseriouslydon'thaveanideaofwhatyou

talkingabout

Sakhilestepscloser,shelooksverycomposed.I

can'tifshe'shidingsomething.Thispersontrained

hergood.Ishegoingtopullthetrigger.

Me:Okaywegoingfornow

Weleavethedoorautomaticallylocks,there'sno



escaping.

Sakhile:Yousureanenemysenther

Me:Thisisouronlywaytofindout

Phindile

NonhleIlaideverythingoutonthetablefor

everyone.Iexplainedeverythingtothemwhen

MzwakheandIbrokeup,howtheychoosetogo

aboutitistheirbusiness.Phindiledon'tenterthere,

Nothandowassettingupthetable.Nonhleisgoing

together,Sakhileappearsbehindherandkissher

neck.Sheclearsthetableandthehouselaughs.

Me:GirldonotmakeanenemyoutofNonhle

Nothando:Howdon'tyoueatlikethisvele



Me:Notthisfancy

Nothando:Thissituationatschoolmustquicklyget

fixed.Ican'tdealwithsuchayay

Hecomesdownwithmyboys,theyarenotinthe

mood.

Mzwakhe:Angisazike

Itakethem.

Me:Theyfineyoudidsomething

Mzwakhe:HaiboIbeenherethewholetime



Me:Itsprobablyhim,thatismadandoursweetie

piecanfeelit

Mzwakhe:YabonakePhindile

Ilaugh,hecriesZithuleleisjustanangel.Isingand

heslowlystartscalmingdown.

Nonhle

Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis,butIamgoing

todoitforPhindile.Shehassufferedsomuchand

worryingaboutunfaithfulmenistotallygoingto

derailher.Hehadmentionedittome,Ididn'thavea

problem.Ayandahasprovenhisloveformeover

andover.

Heenterswithherwowshelooksbeautiful.

Lu:Ihopeyouascrazyashiswifedamnyou



beautiful

Her:Thankyou

Ayanda:EveryonethisisPalesa,Palesameetmy

family

Palesa:Dumelang

Ayanda:Sit

Palesa:Thankyou

Ayanda:Uhm

Ilookathimhekeepsquiet.



Me:Don'tthinkyouaregoingtocomeinherecall

theshotsandtakeman.Ifanybodyinfluenceyou

ondoingthat,youwillbeoutofherefasterthanyou

canblink.OtherthanthatwelcometothefamilyI'm

Nonhlebhenguhiswife

Palesa:PalesaMoeketsithankyouforwelcoming

me.Youdon'tgetthatinsuchabigfamily,Iwon't

evendaretrytodothat

Mzwakhe:She'sbeautiful

Ayanda:Thankyou

Linda:Whosayswewelcomedyou

Theylookathim.



Ayanda:Wenotwelcomingher

Linda:Idon'tremembertalkingtoyou

Mzwakhe:WelcomeIamhiselderbrother

HerecomesLindanistaringupthepot.

Palesa:Isthereaproblem

Linda:Whyyouactingdumb

Olwethu:I'mOlwethubhengulovelymeetingyou

Linda:Anotherpersonopenstheirmouthisgoingto

getit



Mzwakhe:Lindaniwhatareyoudoing

Sakhile:Didyousmash

Linda:Maybe

Us:What

Linda:Whyyouactinglikeyoudon'tknowme

Palesa:OhIseewhatshappening

Ayanda:Oh

Jamesenterswithsomeonewholooksexactlylike

her.



Her:Hemustbef****gorgeousformetocomeall

thewayhere

Palesa:Forgetaboutthatlook

Her:Lindani

Palesa:Smallworld

Her:Smallworldindeed

Linda:Yalltwins

Everybodycracksup.

Mzwakhe

TheonetimeLindanimakesafooloutofhimself.



Theyidenticaltwinswelaugh,Lindaniisthetype

thatdoesn'tgetcheckednordoesitgettohimthat

heisthejokeoftheday.IlookathimThobani

laughs.

Linda:Thobaniyoudon'twanttogothere

Thabiso:Uhleziuhlekawonkeumuntuziyasha

manje(Youalwayslaughingateveryone,itsyour

turnnow)

Linda:Ididn'tknowshewasatwinandthatswhy

sheactedlikeshedidn'tknowme

Me:Comewithmewehavesomethingtodo

Kamo:Youheretoletmego



Me:Iwillaskyouafewquestions,youranswer

simpleandclear

TheygetinSakhilehasabucketoficehesplashes

itonher,Lindaniwiththewater.Shegasp.

Kamo:Thehell

Me:Whyyouhere

Kamo:Areyouforreal

Theysplashheragain.

Me:Whosentyou

Kamo:StopthisnowyouwanttofightwithThobani



Shegetsanothersplash.

Me:Everytimeyougivewronganswersthat'sgoing

tohappen

Linda:Whoyouworkingfor

Me:Yougoingtoendupgettinghyperthermiaso

talklookatyourselfyoushivering

ShestartscryingokayIdidn'twanttodothisbut

sheleavesmenochoice.Theysplashheragain,her

mouthisquicklyIshoveabombinhermouthand

coverwithtape.

Me:Youmakingmeangrynowwhosentyou



Ipullofthetape,shespitsitout.

Kamo:Okayokayiwilltellyou.Andile

Me:Andilewho

Kamo:AndileMsomiI'moneofhisgirls.Itissaid

youtrustyourwomanwithinformation.Anything

youguyshadplannedIhadtoreportbacktohimso

thathecouldbustyou

Me:WhatsspecialaboutyouwhyThobani

Kamo:IdidhaveacrushonThobanibutAndile

wouldn'tletmeanywherenearthegents.Things

changedandIfellinlovewithhim

Linda:HeeIfellinloveshesays



Me:YeahIwilldoit

Ihungup.Thobaniwalksin.

Me:Youtouchherinanykindofway,Iwillshow

what,Iammadeof

Phindile

Weweregettingtoknowthebeautifultwins,the

familywaschilling,eatingmeatanddrinking.

MzwakhecomestomeassoonastheyseeLindani

theylaugh.

Linda:Okaythemomentisover

Heshouts.



Heliftsmeup,Isitonhislap.

Mzwakhe:Whoiswhoherebecauseyouguysare

soidentical

Nthati:KenaNthatikeNthabisengbecausewelook

thesame,shehasasecondnamePalesa

Palesa:Itsnotthatharddifferentiatingusandshe

doesn'tlivehere

Mzwakhe:Ayandawhoisyours

Ayanda:Nthabiofcourse

Theyalldisagreewithhimandthisoneoverhereis

drooling.



Ademonappearsoutside,shecrossesherarmsso

farIhavebeendefeatingthecreaturessheis

creating.Sheistryingtodrainoutallmystrengthin

thehopesthat,whenwefaceeachothershewins.

Iwishicanjuststabherwiththespearandallof

thiswouldbeover.ButIcan'ttheonlywaytokill

herishiddeninoneoftheseboys,sameasme.The

secrettokillingmeisalsohiddeninoneoftheboys.

Mzwakhe:Everythingokay

Pearl:Youthinkyouwon

Me:Youjustmadyouknowifyoustopdelayingme

wecouldendthiswaronceandforall

Pearl:Idon'twanttoendnowar,youwerenot

supposedtobefound.Wemadesureofthat



Me:Andyoubrokeusup

Pearl:Hedidthatallbyhimselfyouknowthese

ancestorsknewwhattheyweredoingwithyou.

WhereisCynthia

Me:Didn'tyoukillheralready

Pearl:IamgoingtokillyouifitsthelastthingIdo

Me:Bringiton

Shedisappearsleavingacoldchill,Ibreatheout.

Mzwakhe:Isthereacreatureinhere



Iexcusemyself.
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Phindile

Iwasmakingbreakfastforthefamily,nowmore

thaneverIneedtobealert.Ican'tsaynoto

Mzwakhe,Ialsocan'tsayyes.Ijustneedtothread

carefullyfromnowonwards.Sizwehandsmea

rose.

Me:AmIgoingtodiefromtouchingit

Sizwe:Tryandseeforyourself

Me:Whatsgottenyouinthemood

Sizwe:NothingsometimesIfeellikenoyoudon't

gotthis,yougoingtoletthismandistractyouand



weloseyouagain

Me:Didn'tMzwakhesaystayoutofhisbusiness

Sizwe:Youhavekidstogether

Me:Sizwepleasekidsdon'tkeepaman

Sizwe:Youwon'tstopitfromhappening

Idon'tknowwhattheywantfrommenow.Ihave

givenmyall,dotheywantmydeadbodyalso.They

canhaveit.

Sizwe:Nkosazane

Iwalkawayfromhim.Itakemyseatonthedining

table,Idon'tevencareaboutbreakfastmaking



breakfastanymore.

Mzwakhe

Igrabmykidsandheaddownstairs,theywere

feelingmuchbettertodayandlikedme.Eventhe

savageZakhelelikesme.

Me:Youwillbreastfeedorgivethemthebottle

Shetakesone,theotherwakesupandstarts

sobbing.

Phindile:Wowwecarryyouforninemonthsand

youwantisyourdaddy

Me:Don'tlistentoher,she'sjustjealousisn'tthat

right.Ohyousmiling,yousmilingfordaddy.

Bazokhalamasebelambileangithwenankehla



Arghmanmyboysaresocute,theylookexactly

likeme.

Me:Thankyou...SoSizwedoIneedtoblowyouup

Sizwe:Youblowmeupshameyouwish

Thabiso:Ifanyofyoumonkeysfight,argument

whateveritissohelpme

Me:Okayqhubekanokungichukuluzakwakho

(Continueprovokingme)

Linda:Kwamnandiukudlasyabongamommy

Nothando:Ican'ttakeallthecredit,itwasactually

Phindilewhomadethis



Ilookathershesmiles.

Nthati:Hmmespeciallytheseblueberrymuffins

Me:Soareyougoodinthishouse

Nthati:Iamfabulousalthoughsomebodywiththeir

stankattitudedoesn'twantmetobe

Heturnsaroundandlooksatherlikeb*tchwhatdid

youjustsay.

Me:Don'tmindthemsolongyourstayispeaceful

Lu:Mzwakhethinaawukazeusibuziukuthsihleli

kahleyini.Aykulungilekodwa(Youneveraskedme

ifIwascomfortableornot,anywaysnoproblem)



Sakhile:Ithinkweshouldgototheclubbingright

Himandphindilecheers.Iknowallofthemare

expectingmetodowhatInormallydo,Idon'twant

tobutIamnotsurehowlongIcanholdittogether.

Nonhle

IseedangerandIgottonipthisinthebudright

now.IknowPhindile'sanger,Iknowmytemper.

WhenshegoesIamgoingtopopof.Mzwakheay

shametheboyisgone.

Me:Baby

Ayanda:Idon'twanttotalktoyou

Me:Toobadwegonnatalk



Ayanda:Doyouwanticebeingsplashedallover

you

Me:Babakakwenzo

Ayanda:MrsbhenguIdon'twanttogetinvolved

Me:Youknowhowyourbrotheris,weshouldavoid

thisasmuchaswecan

Ayanda:Mfaziwami(Mywife)letthemdealwithit,

ShouldPalesafeelhersisterisactinginappropriate

shewillreprimandher

Irollmyeyes.

Ayanda:RollyoureyesagainandseewhatIwilldo



toyou.UyingenelendabaNonhlengizokubulala

yezwa(Youinterferewiththis,Iwillkillyou)

Me:WhateverifPhindilefightsthisgirl,Iamintheir

Ayanda:AndIamgoingtothrowmyarmsout

sayingNonhleno

Welaugh,hekissesme.

Phindile

Idon'tunderstandwhyhehastousesomeoneto

getmetodothings.IsheafraidofmeorImadeit

seemlikeitwashardapproachingme.Luthando

nevermissesthechancetospendsomebhengu

money,moghelisextravagantthatitiscrazy.

Lu:LadieslistenupIwasgiventhisblackcard.He

saidgowilddon'tworryaboutit,sincewegotnew



memberswelcomeladies.Hereweshoptillwe

dropp

WelaughokayIseewhyhedoes,Iamnotinthe

moodtobegoinginandoutofstores.Iwanttogo

hometomybedandmybabies.

Olwethu:Youokayyoulookoffish

Me:Icanonlykeepmymouthshutforasecond

Olwethu:Nomanay

Sheisthereasonourboysarestillaround.Weenter

thefirstclothingstoreandtheygocrazy,aspirit

letsmeknowtheyhere.Myphonebeeps,Icallher.

Nonhle:Youshoppingwiththemnow



Me:Youwerebusysoweleft

Nonhle:IspoketoAyandahesaidgirltryme

Iappreciateitthemtryingtolookoutforme,but

theymustjustletthingsbe.

Me:Good

Nonhle:Mama

Me:Everyoneletthisgookay,NonhleIamgood

thankyoumyfriend

Ihungup.



Mzwakhe

WhatIdoreallyisnoone'sbusiness.Idecidedto

chillbymyselfwithmyboys.

Me:Canyouguyscrawl,canyousaydaddyokay

wenotthereyet

Voice:IthinkitstimeIletyouknowwhoIam,come

come.Itsokaycome

Phindile

IgothomeinsucharushIhadtocomeseeitfor

myself.

Sakhile:Hellobigboy

Ittapshisthighswithitspaws,itturnsaroundand

rushestome.



Me:Youshouldstaylikethis,youlookwaytoocute

andhandsome.Yesyouare,yesyouare

Itlicksmeeww.

Me:Mzwakhestopit

Hepullsdownmytopalittle,tappingmybreast.

Sizwe:Thismancannothavesomuchpower

Hechangesbacktohishumanform,hegrabsmy

handandpullsmeaway.Igotafeelingweare

goingtobebusyforawhile.
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Mzwakhe



Shewasmakingafruitsalad.Iheardbabygirlison

astrictdiet,sheeatscertainthingsoncertaindays

andtodayisfruitday.

Me:GettingcomfortableIsee

Nthati:WellhellothereMrhandsome

Me:Hellotoyoutoogorgeous

Shesmiles.

Me:Letsgoout

Nthati:Sorry

Me:Iwanttotakeyououtonadate



Nthati:Why

Me:BecauseIthinkyourprettyandIamlikingyou

verymuch

Nthati:Don'tyouhaveagirlfriend

Me:Asimpleyesornowoulddo

Nthati:No

Me:No

Nthati:No

Me:Okay



Nthati:Wait..YesIwillgooutwithyou

Me:Bereadybysix

Phindile

Andsoitbegins.

Sizwe:Yourmanisabum

Me:ForgetaboutMzwakhewegotbiggerthingsto

worryabout

Sizwe:Youthinkthisisit

Me:Icanfeelitinmygutweendingthisshitonce

andforall



Sizwe:Ihopeyourightaboutthis

Me:Iwantyoualltocloseallportals,makeithard

forhertocreateanything.Sealeverythingthatis

opened,Thapelocan'tgoasyetOlwethuis

expecting

Sizwe:Again

Me:Yeahbutifyoucanfindawayforthemtogo

perfect

Sizwe:Hisqueencandoit

Me:Babalwawhydidyouguysevenchangeheray

suka



Sizwe:IamsohappyIdonotwanttoliveinthat

rivereveragain.Finishthisandeveryonecanget

theirlivesback,isn'tthatrightmyboy

Hecries.

Sizwe:Whydoesthisbabyalwayscrywhenyou

pickhimaymanZakhelezishaphmfethu,hee

Mzwakhewalksin,hetakeshimfromhimandhush

himup.

Mzwakhe:Whyyoumakingmybabycry

Sizwe:Andthanwehavethissweetangelthese

babiesaresocuteyoucanjusteatthem

Mzwakhe:Leave



HegiveshimZakheleandheleaves.Igrabmy

breastpump,myboobsaresoreshame.Idon't

haveanymilkandthesetwodrinkgallonsofmilk.

Mzwakhe

Idon'tknowifIamseeingproperlyormymindis

playinggameswithme.

Phindile:Howmuchmilkleftinthefreezer

Me:Iamnotsurewhybreastmilkrunningout

Sheremovesthepumpandmilkdripsdownmy

d***hurts.

Me:Iamsurewecanaskthedoctorsandlookfor

remediestobringoutthemilk.Iwantedtotalkto



youaboutsomething

Shewipeshertitstheylookingmightydelicious,I

chuckle.

Me:Iamgoingouttonight,soIdon'twanttobea

dickheadandcauseanymoredrama.RememberI

saidsomethingsaboutconditions,wellIam

cashingin.Celaungitshelaukuthngenzenjan

beforenjesixabana(PleasetellmewhatImustdo)

Phindile:That'sonyouhowyouchoosetogoabout

thissituationgotnothingonme

Me:Phindile

Phindile:MzwakheBhengu



Me:Seethatsthethingaboutyou,Icometoyou.

YoushutmedownandthenyouwonderwhyIleft

yoursorryass.ButitscoolItoldyouandyoudidn't

wanttoadvisemesocontinue

Ileave.

Sakhile

Hehadn'tbeenpayingattentionsoweleftandwent

tothechisanyama,somepeaceandquietfora

change.

Me:HeeLindaniwamtholaphloya

Linda:Doesn'tmatternowyourboyissmittenby

her

AnotherreasonwhyIdecidedtogetsomefreshair.



Linda:NoruleappliestoMzwakhe,heisGodand

weallshouldacceptit

Me:Ngconouthulebrawami(Itsbesttojustkeep

quietbro)

Twoguysentertheygreetusandheadtothe

counter.

"Ayikhoinyamahaibokanjanwena"(Nomeathow

isthatpossible)

"Stopshouting"

Sipho:Ngiyadlalangisayilungisaningahlalaphansi

niyilinde(Iamjokingitsstillbeingprepared)



Guy1:Uphiumphathiwakhoangiphathekilekahle

neze(WhereisyourbossIamnotokayatall)

Sipho:Yindabwenaubenedramaengakaayhlala

phansi(Whyareyouthisdramatic)

TheycomeandsitwithusSiphobringsthemdrinks.

Guy2:Ghettopleaseshutupokay

Ghetto:ButangishongoluthonjenganguuMlu(but

Ididn'tsayanything)

Theylaugh,theylooklikecoolgentsmyphone

rings.

Me:Ya



"Uthiyakubaniwena"

Ilookatmyphone.

Me:Awkodwasthandwasambengaboniukuth

uwenangiyaxolisa,besengilindeleuMzwakhe

ngiyaxolisa(OhIamsosorryIdidn'trealizeitwas

you,IwaswaitingforMzwakhe'scall.Iamsorry)

Ichuckle.

Me:Okaymommy

Mlu:Yayikhiphalendawoobanilamathekeniaye

dansala(Thisplacewasthebomb,wherearethose

ladiesthatusedtokillthedancefloor)

Ghetto:UsisikaMxo



Welookatthem.

Mlu:Usathiuyayishelaleyantombazaneafike

ubastard(Youcouldn'tevencourther,hewas

alwaysaround)

Theylaugh.

Mlu:Uphiveleyena(Whereishe)

Ghetto:Ngimbonilelaphakwesakhengenkathisiza

la(Isawhim,whenwewerecominghere)

Welaughwowtheguyisbackanddoesn'tletus

know.Speakofthedevil,helooksatusandlaughs.

Mxo:Maoutie(Gents)



Thobani:Usuyathulamaseusubuyile(Youdon'tsay

whenyouareback)

Mxo:Haibongisukengibuyeleninayini(Idon't

comebackforyouguys)

Themusicdropsweendupchillingtogetherand

havingablast.

Mzwakhe

Shesummonedmetoherroom,okayhoneywent

shopping.

Me:Iamhere

Nthati:Greatthisisforyou



Shegotasuitcoverlayingonthebed,Izipitdown

itsagreensuit.

Me:Whatisthis

Nthati:Forourdate

Ismile.

Me:Matchingoutfitsalready

Nthati:Itsjustasuitain'tnonetoit

Me:Thankyou

Iwillbehonestwithherandifherfeelingschange.I

willgladlybackoff,Ileave,Ineedtodosome

grooming.



Phindile

Todaywasdifferentthegentswerebythemselves,

usladieswerebyourselves.Mzwakhewasby

himselfohmaneverythingwasjustsplendid.

Sizwe:Nkosazane

Lu:Heyhandsome

Sizwe:PleaseneIdon'twanttodie

Westepaside.

Sizwe:Isthisaplanofyours

Me:Nolistenwecan'tbediscussinganything

creature.Pearlisverycalculatedwecan'taffordto



slipup

Sizwe:Ihaveafeelingshewantsyoutofindthe

waytokillherandthansheusesitagainstyou

Notallcanberevealedwhatshappeningnowisme

endingthiswar.
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Phindile

Ihaven'theardanythingfromMzwakheinthree

days.Ididn'tknowitwasthatdeepanywayswe

goodandkeeponmoving,Iexpectedmyselfto

breakbutIamdoingjustfine.

Sizwe:Areyouguysgoingtoallowmetotakeyou

Me:Heyheistalkingtoyou



Sizwe:AhsuchcutebabiescometouncleSizwe

Ipreparefood.Thehairsatthebackofmyneck

stand,mybabiescry.Idropthepotandruntothem.

Asharpobjectlungesthroughmychest.

Iwakeupgasping.

Mzwakhe

WhatawonderfultimeIspentwithNthati,thishas

beenagreatexperienceforme.Iamreturningnow

tothedarkclouds,thegateopensIdrivein.Itlooks

liketheyhavingablast,weheadinside.

Me:Iwillcheckonyoulater

Nthati:Okay



Ikisshercheek,Idon'tseePhindilemaybesheis

upstairscrying.Ientermyroomandsheislaying

onthebed.

Me:Sawubona

Phindile:Hi

Me:Wherearemyboys

Phindile:Theyaregone

Me:Sorry

Phindile:Theyleft



Me:Phindilewherearemykids

Phindile:Zihambile

Me:Yousendmykidsawaywithouttellingme

Phindile:Ifyouhadcalledortextedme,Iwould

havetoldyou.Mzwakheyourkidsareindanger,oh

ufunaukungishaya.Ufunaukungishaya(Youwant

tohitmenow)

Me:Alingapheliusukuizinganezamingazibonanga

(Letthisdaynotendwithoutmeseeingmykids)

Iwalkout.

Sakhile

Thabiso:Sakhile



Me:Aningiyeka(Leavemealone)

Thabiso:Khulumanaye(Talktohim)

Me:IfPhindilewantstogoIampackinghershit,we

takingthebabiesandIamtakingherhome

Thobani:Arghshameman

Sizwe:Here

Me:Wanikaminapho(Whyyougivingittome)

Sizwe:Sakhiletakehisbabies

Me:Idon'twantto



Heplacesthemonthetableanddisappears.Iam

nottakingthesebabies,hemustcomeandtakehis

children.

Linda:ThobaniThobanihlalaphansi(Sitdown)

Thobani:Don'tmindtheseuglymen,theydon'thave

kidssawubonawena.Whyarethesebabiessocute

Hecomesthroughtopless.

Mzwakhe:Thankyoubro

Hetakeshiskidsandwalksaway.

Thabiso:Olwethu



Olwethu:Thisisnotthetimetoturnourbacks

Me:Surenikuphi,okayngiyaqhamukamanje....You

guysatschoolorhomeokay,Iamgoingtotextyou

mylocationmeetmethere

ImakemywayoutcallingNothando.

Mzwakhe

Iknockonherdooracoupleoftimesbeforeshe

let'smein.

Me:Hi

Nthati:Comein

Ijumponthebedandsigh.



Nthati:WhyyouhereIthoughtyouwouldbewith

yourbabymama

Me:Sheupsetme

Nthati:Hobanengulemonahofapanaleholokisa

lintho(Whyareyouhereinsteadoffixingthings)

Idon'twhatshesaidbutIwillventtoher.

Me:Shesentmykidsawaybecausesomethingis

threateningourfamily

Nthati:Seoseofatokeloyahosebetsatjena(That

givesyoutherighttoactlike)

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoujustsaidbutIamhurting.



Nthati:MzwakheIdon'tthis

Me:PleaseIlikeyouokay

Ineedtoconvincehertostay,Iliftherupandpin

heragainstthewall.

Nthati:Mzwa...

Me:Please

Shegaspandwrapsherarmsaroundmyneck.

Phindile

Iheaddownstairs.

Voice:Nkosazanengiyacela



Voice:Ungasithusankosazane

Nothando:Smoothie

Me:Thankyou

Itakeasipandclosemyeyes.

Nothando:Foodsready

Ifinishthewholethingshefillsuptheglassagain.

Nthati:Dumelang

Me:DumelaousieNthati



Nthati:MayIalsopleasehavesomeofthatitlooks

delicious

Igrabaglassandpoursomeofthesmoothiefor

her.

Nthati:Thankyou...Ohthisisgood

Mzwakhe

Idon'tknowhowIamgoingtoexplainmybehavior,

sometimesyouneverknowwithphindile.Shecan

dothingsoutofspiteandinthisinstancethatwas

notthecase,thereisnotellingwhatIwoulddoif

anythingweretohappentomykids.

Me:Therewego

Iplacethemontopofher.



Phindile:Hellocutiesyesyouare

Me:IamsorryImisreadthesituation

Phindile:Thep*ssywasthatgood

Me:Thatsnotyourbusuhm.Phindileokaythekids

cangoback

Phindile:Where

Me:Whereyouhidthem

Phindile:Aw

Shelaughs.



Phindile:Yousaidyouwantedyourkidsbackwell

thanheretheyare,crysothathecantakeyou.Okay

itsfineletssleephere.Iamtiredanyways

Ilookatherdefeated.
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Phindile

Everythingisgoingaccordingly.Ihopeitdoesn't

takethatlongtofindthedagger,createdtokillpearl.

Withonesingletapitwillincinerateallthecreatures

remaining,butIhavetostabitstraightintopearls

heartandeverythingends.

Thekitchendooropens,twoguysentercarryinga

drunkSakhile.

Sakhile:Mommy



Me:Ghetto,mlungisikwenzakalan

Ghetto:Sidakwe,sadakwa,saphindesadakwafuth

(Wegotdrunk,anddrunkandgotsomemoredrunk)

Sakhile:Shhhuphi(Hushwhereisshe)

Nothando:Emvakwakho(Behindyou)

Hehidesbehindthesetwo.

Sakhile:Okayboysthisisthequeensheisvery

abusiveokay,sheisnotafraidtocheckyourass.

Heybaby

Sizwe:Ithoughtyouweresotough



Ghettorunsoutofthehouse.

Mlu:Ghettoyinimanje

Ghetto:Inyoka(Snake)

Mlu:Inyoka

Sizwe:Youcanseeme

Herunsaroundtheyardandaccidentallybumpon

pillergoingdown.

Mzwakhe:Ngisacelaukukhulumanawe

Theycarryhiminside.



Mzwakhe

OkayIamprettysureIleftthemonthebedhowdid

theyenduponthefloor.

Phindile:Hibabies,himysweetiepie,himyangels

ohyousocute

Me:Wozaphela

Sheclimbsonthebed.

Me:Letmehaveit

Phindile:Iwon'tallowyoutodisrespectmeokay,I

saidthisbackthanIamstillsayingitnow.Ifyou

don'twantmeletgoofme

Me:Iamafraidthatsnotpossible



Phindile:Youcan'tbemadatmeforsomethingthat

istotallyoutofmyhands.Iamsorryfortakingyour

kids,butIdon'tunderstandwhyyoucan't

understandthegravityofthissituation.Itslikeyou

wantmetokillthem

Me:Idon'twantyounordoIwantittogettothat

point.Thispainsmeinside

Phindile:Idon'tfeelpain

Me:Yes.YoualwaysthisbaddyIdon'tknow,each

dayyouradifferentperson.Ithinkifyouwerebreak

now,allofusnaziwedonefor

Ibringhertomychest.

Me:Iamverysorrymommy,IknowImakealotof



mistakes

Phindile:StopwantingmetobesomethingIamnot

Me:IwishIhaddonethatearlier

Phindile:Whatelse

Ichuckle.

Me:Idon'twanttopushit.IfitsokaywithyoucanI

bewithher

Phindile:ItsnotokaylikeIsaidyouareresponsible

forhowthiswholethingturnsout

Me:Ihearyou



Ilookdownmybabiesaregone.

Me:Theyleftalready

Phindile:Theywerenever

Me:B*tch

Welaugh.

Sizwe

Somethingiswrongnohumancanseeusunless

weshowourselves.Hewakesupafterbeing

unconsciousforawhile,andhehasthebirthmark.

Sakhilehassoberedupdrinkingdoesn'tdo

anythingjustcreatesmoreproblems.



Ghetto:KodwaJesusngenziwani

Mlu:Whatiswrongwithyou

Ghetto:Don'ttellmeyounotseeingthis,looklookit

isstaringatmeandmovingsidetoside

Hedoessomecrazysnakehandgesture,they

laugh.

Me:ThatsnotwhatIamdoing

Thobani:Sakhilewheredidyoufindthesepeople

Ghetto:Getmeoutofthisplacerightnow

Me:Calmyourtitsdown



Sakhile:Isthereanexplanationforwhatisgoingon

Me:P...Inkosazanecantellus

Ilookatthetwinstheyshrug.

Phindile

Iheadout,Ihavetofindoutwhatisthesituation

withghettonow.Helooksatmeandpopshiseyes

out.

Me:"FinallyIgothim,yahcleverkuniningithiya

ezintabeni,kuniniziyashangikutholile(Foralong

timenowIbeentellingyou,gotothemountains.

LooknowIgotyou)

Voice:Ihavebeentryingandtryingandcallinghim



Sakhile:Khonakiniowayenesiphosabaphansi(Was

someonespirituallygiftedinyourfamily)

Ghetto:IsthatwhyIamseeingsnakesandnot

actuallygoingthroughamidlifecrisis

Me:"Kuhleimpelaemvakokzalakwenkosazane

usuzoyaemfuleni"(Perfectafterherbirth,yougoing

straighttotheriver)

Mzwakhe:Youpregnant

Me:Iamnotpregnant

Mzwakhe:Uwenainkosazanelayikhaya(Yourthe

queeninthishouse)



Me:There'smanyofusOlwethuistheonepregnant

Herjawdrops.

Thabiso:Youpregnant

Shesighs.

Lu:Nowonderyoulookingextrabeautiful

Me:Unqabelani(Whyyourefusing)

Ghetto:Awsthandwasamiimagineaguylikeme

nowheeeeyyyy

Welaugh.



Ghetto:Noseriously,SakhileIhateyou

Sakhile:Hawu

Ghetto:Yoninukanamagundawefuthyo(Andyall

smelllikeratsohmyGod)

Hegetsupandleaves.

Mzwakhe

Ihavetobuypregnancytest.Congratulationstomy

bigbrothertheytrulydeserveit.Baneleain'teven

thatoldandalready,shehasanotherbunbaking.

Nthati:Whereyoutakingme

Me:TheoneplaceIfearthemost



Nthati:AhMzwakhe

Me:Come

Nthati:Mzwakhe

Sheprotestbalancingherbodyontheground.

Nthati:Mzwakhepleasedon't

Me:Youhavetodothis

Nthati:NoIdon't

Me:Nthati

WeheadovertoPhindile,shealreadyhasa



disapprovinglook.

Me:Canwebotheryouforasec...Uhmmylovethis

isNthati,Nthatithisismygirlfriend

ActuallyPhindileismywifejustalittleformalities

thatneedtobedone.Aftershegavebirth,Ipaidfull

bridepriceanddamagesbeforeanyoneopenstheir

mouth.Iamdonewithher.

Me:Ngajabulamengasenazaneakudingiukuth

nibeabangani.(Iwouldappreciateitifyouknow

eachother,youdon'thavetofriends)butIreallylike

whatisgoingonrightnow

Phindile:Didyousleepwithhim

Shelooksatme.



Me:MamaIknowthatishard...Okay

Nthati:Yesandhejustdidn'twanttostop

Phindile:ThatsinterestingusuallyIseehimdoing

thedeed,butIdidn'tseeyouguys

Ilookather,myphonerings.

Me:Idon'tworkforyouokayyouhoe,okay.Ladies

pleaseexcuseme

Iheadinside,Ilookforapenandpaper.

Sakhile:WhatamItodothis

Me:NgithingibuyaSakhileleyongcwadiayibe

ithelekaemagcekenioNzuza,uyangizwaukuth



ngithinishonakhonambhemu(WhenIcomeback

Sakhile,thislettermustalreadybedeliveredtothe

Nzuza's.Doyouhearme,gettowork)
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Phindile

Iamwokenupbysweetbabysounds,Ilookover

andMzwakheisbathinghisboys.

Mzwakhe:YesIlovemommyverymuchbutdon't

tellherthat.Ohuyakhahlelaumfanakababawhoa

okay

Theykickthewaterevenmore.

Mzwakhe:Thatsitnomorewatertimeforyouguys

Hetakesthemouttheycry.



Mzwakhe:IknowboysIfeelthesamewaytoo

HesingsalullabywhiledressingthemupIgrabmy

phoneandrecordhim.

Mzwakhe:Awubonikeseningayakumommycome

letsgosawubona

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Thewaytheylookingatyoulikewhois

thishoe

Me:Yeyiwena

Welaugh.



Me:Namaxoki(Hypocrites)

Mzwakhe:Don'tlistentohershe'sjustjealous,why

aretheyhere

Me:Somethingiswrong

Mzwakhe:Withus

Me:Noattheriversomecreatureescaped.I

thought,Itoldthosepeoplenottoletanythingout

Mzwakhe:Okayboysmommyisactingabit

strangeletsgetoutofhere

Theroomgoespitchblack.

Mzwakhe



Sakhileismadatmeforsomereasonallofthem

aremadatme.Theymustknowbynowthekindof

personIam,nothingshocksmyfamilyaboutme

anymore.Ihavetotreadcarefullythoughone

wrongmovetheywillkillme.

Andile:Mfanawezimanga(Amanwithmanytricks)

whoarethesecutiesyouwantmetokidnapthem

Me:Theymycutelittleboys

Andile:Arghtheystillcutethough

Me:Letstalk

Andile:OkayEvensjeweleryinafewdays,they

goingtobeshowcasingtheirlatestdesignsandto

showyouwhatIamtalkingabout



Ababycries.

Andile:YinimanjeIjustputhertosleepwhats

wrongprincess

Me:CanIholdher

Andile:Heysayhellotounclemonkey

Itakehermyheartmelts.

Me:Sawubonankosazaneheygirl

Andile:Yeahshehasthataffectonpeople

Thisisabittersweetmomentformehowdoesone

notgettoraisetheirchildren.Heopensthecasing

anddiamondshinesbright.



Me:Wow

Andile:There'savoltahiddenvoltthathasallthe

diamonds

Me:Howmuch

Andile:Ifmyboysgettoitfirst60/40,ifyouboys

getityoutake60Itake40

Me:50/50

Hefrowns.

Me:Wesplititinhalforwegoourseparateways



Andile:Mxmgivemebackmybaby

Ilaugh.Ourrelationshiphasalwaysbeenlikethis,

wehavethisloveandhatethinggoingon.

Sometimesitsgood,sometimesitsbad.Sometimes

wekilleachother.

Phindile

Sizwe:Wedon'tknowwhathappenedwegot

everythingclosed

Me:She'shere

Sizwe:What

Me:She'shere

Sizwe:That'snotpossibleweimmediatelyfeelher



presence

Me:Shepossessedsomeone

Us:Mzwakhe

Myheartbeatsout.IpromisedmyselfAnelewould

bethefirstandlastpersontobepossessed.

Sizwe:Youshouldhavetoldusyourplan

Me:There'sisnoplanhere,Shefoundoutmy

secret

Sizwe:Whatisthat

Me:TheheartofamanIbrokethatstheonlything

thatcankillme



Helaughsandsighs.

Sizwe:Ohmygoodnessthankgoodnesstheybroke

yourswaitwhataboutThapelo

Me:ThapelowantedMambahedidn'tknowhe

lovedme

Sizwe:Maybesheranaway

Me:Ihavetogo

Sizwe:Whatareyougoingtosaytoyourman

Me:HehasNthati,shewillkeephimcompany



Sizwe:Ifyouthinkpearlishereitsbestyoustay

andprotectyourfamily.Swimmingintheriverwith

Mambawon'terasethedamage,sheisabouttodo.

Wegotthisanditsgoodyouactfastnow,continue

tryingtoseekwhohasthedagger

IfIhavetodieprotectingeveryonethansobeit.

Mzwakhe

IarrivebackhomewithgoodiesPhindiletaughtme

that.Everytimeshecameovertothepenthouse

shewouldalwayshaveagrocerypacket,inthose

packetsonehadtohavechocolate,chipsand

biscuit.Hecomesdownandgrabsachocolateslab.

Iheardhemadenewfriends,whydoesheneed

anotherfriend?

Me:Yousenttheletter

Sakhile:Manqobasaidherfatherreceivedit



Me:Okayandwhenyouplaningonproposing

Helooksatme.

Me:Phelawehavetogetyoumarriedaykulungile.

Youhavenewfriendsnow

Sakhile:Idon'thavenewfriendstheyjustsome

guyswechilledwithandgotalongwith.Donot

makeamountainoutofamolehill.

Me:Aykulungileboysletusgo

Iputthemontheirbabycribsincetheywere

sleeping.Ihopetheydon'twakeupbecauseyoit

cangetwild.



Me:Youguysarethebestthingthat'sever

happenedtome

Ikisstheirhandsthanleave.

"Holdon"

Thedooropens,shesmilesandjumpsonme.

Me:Hey

Nthati:Hakeaobonahosengketshwenyehile(I

didn'tseeyouthismorningIgotworried)sorryI

wassayingIdidn'tseeyouandIgotworried

Me:Ihadsomebusinesstotakecareof

Nthati:Okayeverythinggood



Me:Whyyousohappy

Nthati:YouherewhyyouthinkIamhappyandhe

smiles

IamsettledwhatmorecouldIaskfor.

NthatiMoeketsi

HowdidIevenenduphere,mysisterisdoingit.A

sexytallmanwithdeadlyeyesapproachedmeand

Iwasblownaway.Polygamywasthelastonmy

mind,arelationshipwasthelastthingonmymind.

AftermypreviousexperienceIwasdiagnosedwith

ptsd.Ihaveepisodicmoments,Igocrazy

sometimesithasbeentreatedandIamdoingmy

besttomaintainmysanity.IgotnoideahowamI

goingtohandlethisrelationship.



Me:Ifyouheretojudgemethanpleasegoback

Palesa:Shockedreallyyouare

Areyoureadyforallofthis

Me:Idon'tknowbutallthisfeelssoright

Palesa:YoucameheretomeetAyandanotf**khis

bigbrotherandparadeyourrelationshipinfrontof

hisgirlfriend,babymamaNthati

Welaugh.

Palesa:Anywaysaslongasyouhappywegood.

Youtoldthemaboutyourcondition

Me:Idon'tknowifIshould,Idon'twanttoscare

anyone



Palesa:WellIamleavingAyandaisspoilinguswith

avacation,soyougoingtostaywithyourboyfriend

orgohome

Isigh.Thiswasabadidea.

*

*

*

*

*

IfmysothoiswrongforgivemeIusegoogle

translation.
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Nthati

IopenmyeyesandIwassubmergedunderdeep



waters.ItwassodarkbutIcouldseethroughit,I

trytodiveupbutIcan'tseemtomovemybody.A

snakeslithersmyway,Ifighttogetoutbutitis

impossible.Itcomesinfastmotion,Iamscreaming

andsuffocatingfightingalosingbattle.Suddenlya

strongforcepullsmeout,Igaspandcough.

Ilookatthepeoplestandingbeforeme,amongst

themisSizweandthetwins.Awomanandman.

Woman:Welcomemychild

Man:Yallthinkthisisgoingtowork

Woman:Yesithasto

Theyhelpmeup.



Sizwe:Don'tbeshocked

Me:AmIdeadwhatamIdoinghere

Sizwe:Noyounot

Woman:IamMzwakhe'smotherandthisishis

father

Sizwe:Nthatiyounotdeadandyounotinheaven

Me:WhatamIdoinghere

Sizwe:Weneedyourhelpandfinallywemayhavea

breakthrough

Ma:Mysonhastakenahugelikingtoyouandthat

hastakenusbackwards.Wewantthingsbetween



thethreeofyoutoremainasis,mysongetsvery

boredquicklyandmovesontothenextbestthing.

Hesleepswiththatwomanandthatwoman,there's

notaskirtthatpasseshimbybutwithyouits

different

Me:How

Sizwe:Phindilelikesyou.Youthefirstgirlshetrust

aroundMzwakhe,wedon'tknowhowbutwe

gratefulforthat

Me:But

Sizwe:WefeellikewegoingtolosePhindile

Ma:Themorehegivesintoyou,themorehe

detachesfromher.Shewillfeellikethisman

doesn'tloveher,knowingthatshemightgiveyou



guyssomespaceandwewillneverbeableto

recoverfromthat

Sizwe:Thisiswhereourancestorsare,the

Bhengu'sresidinghere.Overthereistheblackriver,

wherethefamilyanimallives

Itsspectacularblackisusuallydepressingbutthis

riverisglisteningandjustabreathoffreshair.It

splashesoutoftheriver,Ifallbackinshockthats

notananimal.

Sizwe:Wealmostthereandyouarethekeytous

succeeding

Me:Butyoucan'tblamemeforhimbeingwithme

orwantmetoleavehim

Dad:Itoldyouguysthiswasawasteoftime



Iwakeupgasping.

Phindile

HowamIsupposedtocopewithoutNonhle,

nobodyhasmybackinthishouseeveryoneis

obsessedoverMzwakheandhisfoolishness.I

headout,aspiritshowsupuninvited.Iholdonto

rail.

Voice:Yougoingthroughthemosthowismy

pumpkinsupposedtomarrythisman

Me:Heisagoodguywhatishappeningtomewill

nothappentoher.Igiveyoumyword

Voice:Ilikehimonlyacommittedmanbuildsa

homeforthebridesfamily



Me:SocanItakeher

Voice:OnewrongmoveIwillcomedownheavyon

thisboy

Me:Oldmanyourthreatsdon'tmeananythingto

me

Heleaves,Iheaddownbutmissastepandroll

downthestairs.Shegetsontopofmeand

stranglesme,Itrygettingherhandsoffme.Buther

gripissotightaroundmyneck.Istrugglewith

wantingtogetheroffme,ablackshadowappears

overher.Shegrinstheshadowgetssuckedinme,I

stopbreathing.

Mzwakhe

Me:Mama..Phindile,phindilevukaokay.Phindile



Iplaceheronmylegsandlightlyslapshercheek.

Me:Phindilewakeupyoucan'tdie.Mama,Sizwe,

hereisSizweIknowyoulovehisgrayeyes

Thabiso:Sizwenivesanenimeninanxa(Yalljust

standthereanddonothing)

Sizwe:Wecan'tfightwithwhatweuseonother

people,weknowtheoutcome

Me:Phindile

Iwipemytears.Shewakesupcoughingandcrawls

away,groaning.

Phindile:Shit



Shelaysonthecoldfloor.

Sizwe:Nkosazane

Phindile:IfIdietellMzwakheIlovehim,iftheydon't

leavemethefortune.TheymustgiveNonhle

everything

Me:Phindile

Shechuckles.

Phindile:Nomatterwhatyoudoyounevergoingto

gethim.Iwon'tletyou,Ikilledeverycreaturenow

there'syouandtheone'syourprotecting.Idon't

carewhetherhelovesmeornot,younotgoingto

gethim



Shewakesupgasping,crawlsawaythanfallsback

downagain.Nthaticomesthrough,shesitsdown

andputsheronherthighs.

Nthati:Nkosazane

Shewakesupgasping.Theyhelpherupandgoout,

theydiveintothepool.

Sakhile

Cansomeonesayhectic,Iambesidemyself.

Mzwakhecan'tcomprehendwhatjusthappened.I

getatextmessagefromManqobaNothando'selder

brother,Isigh.

Mzwakhe:Yiniinkinga

Me:Ihaveadate



Nothandocomesscreamingwithapaper,she

shovesitinmyface.

Nothando:IpassedlookIpassed

Me:Okaywhoa

Iseealotofpassedwithdistinction,some

seventies.

Me:Wowcongratulations

HerphoneringssheissoexcitedIdon'twantto

takeitawayfromher.

Nothando:Nzuzayebobaba.Ngiyabongamauhm

yebobaba,ungiphethekahleangihlalinokuhlala



naye.Ngikhonangenxayokuthiskolesishile(Thank

youmom,yesfather.Heistreatingmeverywell,I

don'tevenlivehere.Iamhereonlybecauseapart

oftheschoolgotburned)

Mynervesstartkickingin,IlookatMzwakhe.

Mzwakhe:JamescallThobani'sfather,gofetchhis

momandhiscousin.Thabisowegoingtokwa

Maphumulo

Thobani:Cheerupbabe

Hehugsmelaughing.

Thobani:Phuthumanimadoda,nanguesebaleka

(Hurryupgentlemen,heisgettingcoldfeet)



Nthati

Mzwakhecametocheckonme,Iseewhatthey

meanthekissesme.

Mzwakhe:Whatswrong

Me:NothingIamokay

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Me:TellmeaboutPhindilewhatisshelike

Mzwakhe:She'sverysensitiveandfragileshe

doesn'texpressherfeelings.Shekeepsstuff

bottledinandsometimesplaysthevictim

Hedidn'tevenquestionwhyIamaskingabout

Phindile.



Me:Whywouldyousaythat

Mzwakhe:ThatshowIseeit

Me:Ofcourseyouwould,youamanyoudon'tsee

beyondthat.Haveyoueverjusttooktimeforher,

foryouguys.Doyouconsiderthefactthat

physicallyshemaybehere,butmentallythis

relationshipisoverforher.

Helooksatme.

Me:Iwillseeyouwhenyougetback
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Nothando

Itwasthedayofthenegotiations.Phindilewas



goingaroundthehousepraying,callingonallthe

Ndlovu's,theBhengu'sandNzuza'saskingthemfor

lightandthatthisdaygoassmoothaspossible.

Ma:Kodwanganeyamiusuzobaumakotimanje

(Ohmybaby,yougoingtobeawifenow)

Ismile.Iwasinmyroomlikeusual,theyarrived

veryearlyandtheystillwaitingoutside.Iwas

freakingoutwhatifdadchangedhismind.

Me:Makodwabafikeearlyngesikhathkungani

nisabahlalisengaphandle(Momwhyaretheystill

outside)

Ma:Akukhonaethekwinilanangosixbengangena

(Thisisnotthecityeven6oclocktheycancomein)

Me:Hawuma(Butma)



Iamsurethesunhasburnedthemtilltheybecame

ashes.

Ma:Kodwaubukekaungathukile,ngiyakhumbula

kuzofikaubabawakhouvaloelalungishaya.Ubaba

eziphuzelaitiyeengenaskhathi,wazewageza

kwabaintambama(Youdon'tlookscaredthough.I

rememberwhenyourfatherwascoming,Iwaswas

sonervousontheotherhandmydadwasjustnot

bothered.Hewasdrinkinghisteamindinghis

business,heeventookabath)

Me:Manjewenzalentoeyenziwaumkhulu(Nowhe

isdoingtheexactsamethingasgrandpa)

ThedooropensPhindileenterssinging.

Phindile:"Ngiyintombiwemakhululekamawami"



Momululates.

Phindile:BabakaZakhele...Bengisabusyayikho

inkingangizotholaukuthkwenzakalan.Okaylalelan

ngiyazisizeningalindele,umemulonomembeso

kusasalokhuokusayaziyasha(Iwasbusy

Mzwakhe,noproblemIwillfindoutwhatisgoing

on.OkaylistenIknowwecameunexpectedly,but

thecomingofageandgiftingceremonywilltake

placetomorrow)

Issheforreal.

Mzwakhe

Itwasabeautifuldayoutsidewecamehereearly

andstillwaiting.Babymamatextmethatwegot

thegreenlight,beforeIrecitetheclannamesagain

wemustsortoutthisissue.



Me:HoldonNdlovuorBhengu

Thabiso:Ndlovuobviouslyhawukantiunjan

James:Awushayelaphomfana

Me:Okay

IsighandtakeadeepbreathandcallthemNzuza

bastard.Mythroatisonfire,Ihavebeenshouting

sincefourinthemorning.Iseemovementtwomale

figuresapproachingus,Iamready.Theystand

beforeusquietly,IplacedownR200

Baba:Avekunzimakabimfanaukudilikaeshlahleni

IplaceR300yeahSakhilehasmoneybutIamnot

goingtoallowanyonetotakeusforaride.The



otheronepicksitupandtheyheadinside,they

comebackwithiamguessingherfather.Iplace

andR500andabottleofwhiskeythananother

R500.Theystartwhispering,IplaceanotherR500,

thesemadalasbetterletusin.

Thabiso

IamseeingadifferenttypeofMzwakhe.James

andIarejustinawe,heishandlingthese

negotiationslikeapieceofcake.Heplacessome

moneyonthecoffeetable,theseoldmaneyeeach

other.

Mzwakhe:Ngokukhuluukuzithobasyanibingelela,

besithisocelaubuhloboobuhle.Umfanawethu

uboneimbalienhlelaykhayaenhlekunazozonke

(Withallduerespect,wegreetyou.Wehere

becauseoursonsawaflower,abeautifulflower

andwouldliketopickitout)



Baba:EhSyanamukelamadodanisithusile,nifike

singalindele.Umkamingaphaebesenzaamatiye,

asazinokuthkhonaiyinsizwaezizayo(Wewelcome

yougentlemen,weweresurprisedbyyourvisit.We

didnotexpectit,mywifewasstillmakingtea)

Uncle:Engabeiyinsizwaezakwabani(Whoareyou

gentlemen)

Mzwakhe:SingabakwaNdlovubaba

Uncle:SyanamukelaboGatsheniawboyabenyathi

(Wewelcomeyou)

Theyrequestelevencows,twelvethousandeach

thatsareasonableamount.AlthoughSakhilewould

saysheisworthmorethanthat,theycallthegirls

out.Theywrappedinblankets,Mzwakhebetter

chooserighthere.



Uncle:Engabeniyambonaenizengayemadoda

Mzwakhe:Longasemnyangobaba(Theoneclose

tothedoor)

Uncle:Mantombazane

Howdidheknowitwasher.

Baba:Nothando

Nothando:Yebobaba

Baba:Ingabeuyawazilamadodanokuthazengani

(Doyouknowthesegentlemenandwhattheyhere

for)

Nothando:Yebobaba



Baba:Uyasivumaiscelosabo(Doyouagree)

Nothando:Yebo

Baba:Kulungileningakhululeka(Yourexcused)

Mzwakhelaysoutstacksofcashonthetable.

Mzwakhe:Esalayosekuyisiphosenunomakoti

(Therestisyoursandthebride)

Theybringoutthatmoneycountingmachine.It

goesalittlemorethanwhattheyaskedfor.

Uncle:Haibobhutiamehloamiyininoma(Isitme

oraremyeyesdeceivingme)



Baba:Haibonkosikazikikizaniphelaumshado

laykhaya(Pleaseululateitsawedding)

IhaveneverbeenthisproudofMzwakheorwitness

thissideofhim.

Sakhile

WhiletheyholditdownformethatsidemaZandi

andmomwerehelpingandbuyingthingsfor

tomorrow,evenOlwethuwhoshouldn'tisout

helpingme.Nthatiletsnotforgether.

Nthati:WhatdoIdo

Me:Youseeanamewriteitdown

Nthati:OkayIgotit



Myphonerings.

Me:Hey

Mzwakhe:Lookeverythingwentwell,theyhappy

she'shappy.Everyoneishappylisten

Ihearthenoiseandthewomanululating.

Mzwakhe:EhlisaumoyakeIgotyouboy

Izoneoutforawhile.

Nthati:Sakhile

Me:Mmmyeah



Phindile

Ican'tthefatherofmykidsheldthosenegotiations

liketheywerenothing.Wherehasthismanbeen

hiding,babaNzuzapullsmetotheside.

Baba:Nkosazane

Ismile.

Baba:Ngiyabonainkosazaneyamiizobeihlelikahle.

Kukodwanjeengikucelayoumvikelenjalo,

ungamnikiithubalomfanaintombazaneyami

yodwa(Iseemyprincessiswelltakencareof,

there'sonlyonethingIaskfromyou.Pleaseprotect

mychild,don'tgivethisboyanyopportunity.Sheis

myonlybabygirl)

Ican'tpromisehewon'thurtherbutIcanpromise,I

willtakeverygoodcareofherandprotectheratall

times.



Me:Yebobaba

Baba:Ngiyabongankosazane

Aunt:MakaZakhele

Me:Okaymangiyezamanje

Igosayhightheboys.Wegotalongdayaheadof

us,wealsomustgivethemspacetoprepare.

Thabiso:WenaRatongobaushadilenjewhyyou

here(Leratoyourmarriedhowareyouhere)

Theylaugh,MzwakheandIsharealongwarmhug.
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Mzwakhe

Itsacelebrationabigmomentforthefamily.

Sakhilesilentbutdeadlygettingmarried.Iamso

happyforhim,Ican'thelpit.

Nthati:Babearewenotlate

Me:Weverylatemavery

Thegroomenterswelookateachother,bloodyfool

hewenttothatbridge.Iamgoingtokillhim.

Nthati:Sakhile

Sakhile:Iknow,Iknow.Ihadafewthingstosort

outbutIamherenow,letmesplashfastandwe

canleave



Nthati:Doeshenotwanttogetmarried

Thefamilyfinallycomesout,theyululate.

Me:Eynonsensewelateaniboni(can'tyousee)

Lu:SukaungathmawucasulweuSakhileukhiphele

kuthina(Don'ttakeyourfrustrationoutonus)

Theylaugh.

Olwethu:NthatiingubokaPhindile

Sherunsupstairs,Imustsayeveryoneislooking

verygorgeousalittletoogorgeous.



Me:Wesupposedtobewearingtraditionalnot

lookingthisglamorous.Guyswelateeveryone

pleasejustgetout,wegoingveryfar

Hesendsmeatext"Iamsorry"Ireplyback,"Just

getdressedsothatwecanleave"

Phindile

Sakhileyoucantakethemanoutofthebridge,but

youcan'ttakethebridgeoutoftheman.Ienterthe

houseululatemomsandauntscelebrating.

Nothandowasbeingtested,sheisstillavirginand

thecelebrationbegins.Idon'tknowwhysomeof

themdoubtedher.

Nothando:Angaziningisolaningempela

Me:Gqokanikeiskhathiasinaso(Getdressedwe

don'thaveanytimeleft.



Iamtryingtobecalm,Ijustgotbackfrompraying

wheretheceremonywillbeheld.Thedecorpeople

evenifyouhavemoneytheseguyswillstill

disappoint,butitslookingverybeautifulbythetime

wefinisheverythingwillbedone.Iamtakenout

yohthisoldgrandpaisvurivyingme.

Nothando:PhindileIsaidIdon'twantthatMrand

Mrstable

Me:OkaygogetreadyIwillsortitout

"MakaZakhele"

Iamexhaustednow.

Mzwakhe



Hecomesdownandallthatangerdisappear.They

ululateyeshappinessandjoyiswhatwesupposed

tobefeeling.

Sakhile:Ngiyaxolisaukunilindisa

Lu:Papi

Me:Letsgo

IgrabuMqheleandputonhishead.

Me:Ayman

Phindile

Theladieswerelookinggorgeous,somebody

borrowedmeatraditionaloutfitIcanwear.We

headtoesgcawiniwheretheceremonywilltake



place.Nothandohasonthecowskinprovingsheis

verymuchsealed,Icouldn'tbemorehappier.Its

intactandnotripping,thevirginshavetheir

lusciousboobsout.Theboysaregoingtogocrazy.

Me:Manqobaongepheimali

Theyeveninvitedaking,ahugegustofwind

passesby.WhyisthisMkhululikethisman,she

goesovertothekingandkneels.HepinsherR10

thenstaresatme.

Me:Manqobaumkhuluwakhowayenedramavele

Manqoba:UbaniuKhwelaweethatguyshame,

whereverhewent.Weluckywegottospendsome

timewithhim

Ishakemyhead.



Mzwakhe

Theceremonyisalreadyunderway,welookover

themfromtheskies.Itoldthesefoolswelate,the

helicoptersland.

Weapproachthem,Iseemybabywhoisthatnow.

BetternotbesomeoneIamgoingtokill.Sheturns

aroundthanrunstous,shereachesmeandjumps

onme.Igrabherandspinheraround,wekiss.

Me:Youmissedme

Phindile:OfcourseIdidbutyoualwaysmeantome

andIdon'tlikethat,theydon'tlikethat

Ikissher.



Phindile:Comeletsgogiveawaysomemoney

Thabiso:Awawngifikanje

Welaugh,OlwethupinsherR100sinceshe's

pregnant,becausetheseladiesarelazywhen

pregnant.Theygobacktosinginganddancing.

Phindile:Whyareyouguyslate

Me:Don'task

Phindile

Iwasoverwhelmedbyanunexpectedballof

happiness.Theceremonyisalmostover,onemore

personthanweheaddownforgifting.

Nothando:"Ngiyamethembaangekeadlalengami"



"Angekeadlalengami"

Nothando:"Angeke"

"Angekeadlalengamingowamingiyamethemba"

Nothando:"SengishouNdlovuangekeadlalengami"

Mzwakhe:Ayman

Theboyswhistle.Shedancesswayingherhips,

Mzwakheholdsme.Thenervousnessandjoywe

arefeelingisoutofthisworld.Shepokesthespear

ontheground,hewaitsforhertoreachtheladies.

Mzwakhe:Youneedhelp



Sakhile:NoIgotthis

Hetakesthespearandheadstowardsthem.Itslike

akingiswalkingthrough,hisaurashouts

confidence.HisposturesaysIamherelookatme,

theladieshelphimpinthestackofmoneyhegot.I

grabhismomandheadtothem.

Sakhile

EverythingwentperfectIwasnervousandexcited

atthesametime.Sakhileawholehusband,afamily

mannotjusttotheboysbutIhavesomeone.Iam

goingtospendtherestofmylifewith.Thisis

pleasantmomentforme,thegiftingalsoisgoing

verywell.

Phindile:Sacelaobhutibamakoti(Thebrothersof

thebride)

IwonderhowtheygoingtoreactwithwhatIgotfor



them.

Phindile:Nkosanasishiwaiskhathibo

Welaughtheysitonthegrassmat.

Phindile:Asinakhookwenu

Nonhlehandsthemeachsmallboxes.

Nonhle:Iwavuleni

Theydo.Manqobaisthefirstonetorunout,they

followhim.Theyscreamandjumplikelittlechildren,

theycomerunningandhugme.

Manqoba:AwkodwawenaweNdlovu,Gatsheni,

Boyabenyathi,MpongokaZingelwayo.Khala



amafluitlaphonithitjovitjo

Everyonewhistles.

Them:Skhulu

Nonhle:Sesicelaumakamakoti

Iwaveforher.

Me:Maseniqedilesonyukasiyekuloyamuzi

Shenods.Theyquicklydresshergivingher,her

sugarsoilandwhatnot.

Ma:"Ungijayivelakamnandieyintakusa"



Mzwakhe:Haibo

Ma:"Ungijayivelakamnandieyintakusa"

Linda:Yeswenamommy

Theycheerheronshedoesalittledance,welaugh.

Phindile:OkaysesicelaumakotiweMakoti

umkhwenyaneunesiphoekumeleaniphesona,

sacelasimlandele

OkayhowdoIevenbegintoexplainthisohlord.

Me:Wamuhlemkami

Shesmiles.



Me:Angazinokuthngizoqalaphkodwa

ngizokhulumaokusenhlizweni(Idon'tdon'tknow

wheretostart,butIwillspeakfromtheheart).Ma,

babananiNkosanasondelani.Ngiqalaukumbona,

ngamthandaumuntu.Ngavelengezwainhliziyo

yamiincibilikangenyeindlela,ngababazakodwa

oNdlovubangenzani(Mom,dad,Nkosanaplease

stepforward.ThefirsttimeIsawher,Iinstantlyfeel

inlove.Ifeltmyheartmeltingaway,howcansuch

happentome)

ThisisharderthanIanticipated.

Me:Ngacelaumfethuwamilaphayaubafo,

angitholeleukuthisukaphlentokazieyakwabani.(I

askedmybrotherovertheretofindinformation

abouther,whoisshewhereisshefrom)

Wangilethelaubafoimfomation,okwakungithinta

kakhuluisimosalaykhaya.Ngikhulangalahlekwe

umanobhutiwami.(hebroughtmetheinformation,



whattouchedwasthesituationhereathome.

GrowingupIlostmymomandbrother).Impiloyami

ayiphindangayafanangabeintoyasemgwaqeni,

ipharakahlekahle.Ngisandaukumtholauaunty

usewumawamimanjekanyenomzalabami.(My

lifewasneverthesame,Iturnedintoastreetkid,I

recentlyfoundmyauntwhoisnowmymomand

mycousins)

Idon'twanttobelong.

Me:Angifuniukubamudengobangizogcine

ngikhaliseabantu.Manjengithengisibonaisimo

ingqondoyamiyashonalenaleyazeyafikala,ma

umuziwakholo(Idon'twanttobelongandmake

peoplecry,whenIsawthesituationmymindwent

crazyuntilitgothere.Momthisisyourhouse)

Nothando:What



Me:Owamiumkhwekazingimembesakanje.

Sekupheleiyinyangangakhalomuzi,ngingazinami

ngizowuthini.Kwavesanekwavelaleskhathiesihle

(ThisishowIgiftmymotherinlaw.Itsbeen

monthsofmebuildingthishouse,withnowayof

howIamgoingtogiveittoyouthanthisperfect

momentcame)

Nothando:Sakhile

Me:Mommy

Thobani:Gatsheni

Me:Anginithengingifunanazinginemali,ngifuna

naziusisiwenuinganeyakhomaihlelikahle

inethezikele.(Iamnotbuyingyou,Iwantyouto

knowyourdaughterisreallytakencareof)



Thobani:Yayayaya

Me:Nginikaabantuintoabazokhulumangayonithi

yeyibasobhaakumalikuyafiwe.(Iamgivingpeople

somethingtotalkabout)

Me:Seningashoenikushoyomababaowenulomuzi.

Niyawudayisanomaniangisekholapho,

sengizibonisengizobaumkhwenyaneonjan.

Ngalokhoke.(Yallcansaywhatyallwantmomdad

thisisyourhouse,yousellitornot.Idonemyjob,I

shownmyselfwhattypeofhusbandIamgoingto

be.Withthatsaid)

Lu:Papi

Igetdownoneknee.
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Sakhile

IamverysadIcouldn'tcomebackhomewithmy

wife.ItwasalljustsobeautifulandIdon'teven

havethewordstoexplain,whatabeautiful

ceremonyitwas.Everyonewasprettymuch

hangoverexceptforPhindile,shewastiredbut

somethinginherwasup.

Me:Mommykodwagobacktosleepbecause

obviouslyyoutired

Phindile:AnemptybedIdon'tthinkso

Me:Ithoughtyallwouldbegettingyourfreakon

Phindile:Youshouldknowyourbestfriendbynow

Me:Whatistheissuekantiwedon'twantyouguys

breakingupagain



Phindile:Haiboawuboniwena

Me:Hambile

Shechuckles.

Nthati

Idon'tknowwhythismanisbesideme,youthink

youhavehimfiguredouthegoesandsurprisesyou.

Mzwakhehasamindofhisown,afterdrinkingso

hardIthought,Iwillhaveahangoverbutnothis

guyayman.

Me:Goodmorning

Sakhile:Youupaswell



Me:Iamthirstymama

Phindile:Hey

Igraborangejuiceandabottleofchampagne.

Phindile:IsitmimosaMonday

Me:NobutIneedthatkick,thathmmthisisgood.

AyphelaIwonderwhattheweddingwillbelike

afteryesterday

Phindile:Fireworks

Sakhile:Thebombbabyanexplosion

Me:Iwasreadytoexplode,Icouldn't



Phindile:Thegirls

Me:IkeptchasingthemawayIalmosthitone,like

everyonecouldseewhatwashappening

Phindile:WhenMzwakhedancehebecomesagirl

magnet

Me:Dirototsenasuka(Thoserats,getoutofhere)

Sakhile:Isawyou

Hewalksinonuslaughingandjokingwekeepquiet.

Mzwakhe

Iwalkintheroomandtheykeepquiet.



Phindile:IhavethatthingIneedtodo

Sakhile:Igottagocallmywife

Nthati:Palesawhatwasthatokaycoming

Theyallgetupandleave.Iamtoohangoverto

apologize,soIamgoingbacktosleepmyphone

rings.

Me:Andile

Andile:Igotanicehangoverremedy

Isigh.



Me:Iamtiredmanlikewhatisyourproblem

Andile:Icandothisonmyownifyoudon'twantto

Me:Youknowwhat

Andile:WozababakaZakhele

Howdoyousaynowhensomeonepraisesyoulike

this.

Phindile

IneededtotalktoSizweandfindoutwhats

happeningintheworldofdarkness,howisitIdon't

seeMzwakheandNthati.Whentheydothedeed.

Me:Sizwe



Sizwe:Nkosazane

Me:Canwetalk

Sizwe:Doyouneedthetwinsaswell

Me:Notellmesomethingwhydon'tIseeMzwakhe

andNthati

Sizwe:Ithinkyouknowwhy

Me:Iwouldn'tbeaskingifIdid

Sizwe:Youlikeher

Me:Whatthat'sthedumbestthingyoueversaid



Sizwe:Yesyoulikeher

Me:Idon'tlikeher

Sizwe:Youdon'tlikeher

Me:She'severythingIamnot.Thehappysideof

MzwakheandIhaveturnedintothedarkside

Sizwe:Youarethedarkside

Me:Herbodyistodiefor,she'stallandprettylike

youcanjustkissher

IlookathimwhyamIgettingturnedon.

Sizwe:Thatswhyyoucan'tseeanything,you

comfortablewithher.Youcomfortablewiththem



beinginarelationshipalmostlikeyouwantthemto

worksoyoucanexcuseyourself

Me:Nowthat'sjustanexaggeration

Sizwe:WewatchingyouPhindile,youcan'tgiveup

thesnakebadthingswillfalluponyou

Me:Shutyourdumbmouth,whereisthedemon

Sizwe:Ithinksheranaway,youverydangerousgirl.

Iamscaredtoknowwhatyouwouldtosomeone

whohurtsyou,Ithinksheisscaredofyou

Ismile.

Mzwakhe

Bothmyladiesarenottomeorsomewhatangryat



me.IswearIdidn'tdoanything,Phindilewasup,

shestrugglessleepingafterahecticday.Iquickly

wenttocheckonNthatithanfellasleep,ohshucks

yeahIseewhatIdidwrongnow.

Andile:Overhereistheroomthenewdesignwillbe

showcased,behindthesecloseddoorsthereisa

passageandmanydoors.Yourpeopleneedto

figureoutwheretherestofthemarekeptbehind

thesedoors.Mzwakhe

Hebangsthetable.

Me:Iamdoingalltheworkhere

Andile:AndIamgettingallofusinvitedintheevent

Me:Whydon'tyouandIjustdoitbyourselves,your

idiotswon'tworkwithmeandmyboyswon'twork



withyou

Andile:Theywillknowsomethingisupsuddenlywe

bestfriendsnow

Me:Whynotletsmakealoudbuzz

Andile:Monkiesarenotthisdumbyouknow.Yeah

lookslikeyouwereright.Iwillokaybye,take

yourselfoutofmyhouseandmakesureyouhave

somethingconcrete

Me:Yougotitboss

Itextmycrew.AmessagefromPhindilecomes

through.

Andile:Anyonediesbecauseofthisheist,donotlet



mefindyou.Haibo

Wegotthegreenlight.
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Nothando

LetmetellyouaboutSakhileNdlovuthatman.Isee

whyMzwakheloseshismarblesforhim,Igetthat

obsessionhehaswithSakhile.Theirbromanceis

onanotherlevel.Formonthswewatchedthat

housebeingbuiltlittledidweknowitwasforus.

Mommyanddadweresospooked,theycouldn't

believeit.HeboughtthreeMercedesBenzcarsfor

mybrother's,Iwaswonderingwheretheyrunning

oftoheeSakhileisgoingtobethedeathofme.A

truckfullofalcoholwassent,Manqobahadthe

keysandhewasthegiftthatkeptongiving.My

auntsandcousinsgotblanketsandiPhone's,and

hestillkeptmeavirgin.Igetwhyeveryoneloves

anddependsonhim.



Ma:AyNothandowavelewasibulala(Youhave

killedus)awawmntanamangiphuphinjekodwa

owamingempelaloyamuzi(AmIdreaming,isthat

reallymyhouse)

Me:Kholwamaimpiloyakhomanjele(Believeit

momthisisyourlifenow)

Ma:Celaningixolele(Excuseme)

SheisstillinshockandIthinksheiscrying,Iam

goingtocryto.

Manqoba:Wowyourhotboxisawap

Me:Manqoba



Manqoba:Nolikeyousureyoustillavirginno

freakingway.AMercedesBenziBenzNothando

Me:Whereisdad

Nkosana:Atthenewhouse

Welaugh.

Me:Heleftmom

Mncedisi:Usibongelekubafohaibouseyizwileyini

impahlaenkulu(GiveourthankstoSakhile,hashe

tasteditalready)

Me:Guysyallsawmewearingumhlwehlwe(Cow

skin)



Manqoba:Whoknowsmaybeyalltrickedthe

ancestors

Me:Stopitandhelpmepreparefortomorrownow

donotdisappointhimandruinthosecars,likehe

saidheisnotbuyingyouguys

Nkosana:IamsoldwheneverIwantsomething.I

willpickupthephoneandcallsbariwuukunini

Itsbeentoughwesurvivedontheirbursarymoney

andnowthingsarefinallycomingtogether.

Mzwakhe

Theannoyingcellphoneechoesallovertheroom.I

ignoreit,butthispersonispersistentoncalling.

Me:Yinimanje



Andile:Youalivegoodweneedtomeet

Me:Don'tyouhaveababy,Onika,listenhereyou

hoeIdon'tworkforyou.Stopcallingmelikeyoumy

b*tch,gotohell

Ihungup,Phindileturnsaroundthisfoolis

disturbingme.Shelooksmeandisshocked,she

buriesherheadandrelaxesherbody.

Me:Heisannoyingnow

Sakhile:Coulditbeheissettingatrap

Me:Ifeellikesomepeopleshouldsitthisoneout,I

seelotsofangeronhim



Sakhile:Wellyoutheonewhoagreed

Me:YouguysknowIlookoutforyallheknows

aboutprojectcupcake

Sakhile:NduandThobaniareindanger

Shelooksatme.

Me:Ayaygobacktosleep.Iamsayingheknows

aboutprojectcupcake,hemaynotbeabletodo

anythingbuthispartners.Wewillmeetinthe

afternoon,Ayandabetterhavesomethingbythen

anddon'tbloodydisturbme

Ihavealifeanditdoesn'trevolvearoundhim,he

willgethisdiamonds.Thisiswhatlandsoneinjail

beingirrationalwithnoplanwhatsoever.Ipull

Phindilecloseandrestmyheadonhers.



Sakhile

Nthatijoinsmeonthecouch,sheisintobuilding

andwhatnot.Sheistheperfectpersonwhocan

helpme.

Nthati:Whyyoulookingatmelikethatyouwantme

toshakemyassforyou

Me:Girlbye

Welaugh.

Me:OkaysoIwantyoutobuildahouseforme.I

gotveryverybiglandandweneedahousefor

getaway

Nthati:Okay



Me:Iwantitbigitmusthaveplus30roomswith

ensuits,Idon'twantittohighortoolow.Itmustbe

afamilyhome,ahomewherewhenyousittingon

thecouchyouinstantlyfallasleep.Iknowyoustill

onthe30rooms,weareaverybigfamily.Includea

poolthepatiooutside,theladiesloveit.Anoutside

roomforPhindile,aliftcanaliftgosideways

Weallsometimesjustneedtogetawayfromthe

cityandvisitthefarmandwheremomusedtostay

isperfectforthat.

Me:Idon'twantanakedhouseoranythingflashy,

ohalsoagameroomismust,theaterisamust.

Maybetrytomakeitlikeatheaterandnotahome

theater

Nthati:Onewouldquestionthat,yousayyoudon't

wantflashyyetyoutheflashiestone



"Thankyou"

Me:Ohshutup

Shelaughs.

Me:Iwilltakeyousitevisitingsomeotherday

Nthati:YesMrNdlovusir

Mzwakhe

Idon'tgetwherethisexhaustioniscomingfrom.I

amverymoodyandthisAndileofapersonhadto

bethisannoying.

Luyanda:Securityishectic



Ayanda:Madhectic,thatwholepassagehas

cameras.Ourvoltissituatedontheleft,yougotto

punchinacodetoopenit

Luyanda:Ifyoustayintherefortoolong,youwill

activatethecensor.Thevoltwillshut,coldairwill

bereleasedandyoumayormaynotmakeit

Ayanda:PieceofcakebutIhavetobeinsideto

controlthesystemanditscameras,wealsocan't

loopanything

Linda:BabakaZakheleIamnotdoingthisshit

Ayanda:Inthiscasethefiveminuteruleapplies

Linda:Nidakiwe,wedon'tevenknowifthisoneis

planingatrapornot



Isigh.

Me:AndileandIwilltakethediamondsyouguys

arebackup.Adiversion,backupandamasterplan,

ifthingsgowrongeitherofushastotakethefall

Samkelo:Yousureyoucantrustthem

Andile:Thisain'tabouttrustweareaboutmake

history

Myphonevibrates,Ipullitout.

Me:Whatisitnow

Linda:Hawemamommykodwa



Phindile

Ican'tbelievethistheyputmeinablondewig,and

itwasdoingnojusticeatall.NthatiwhydidIlether

trickme.AlleyeswereonmeandIwasfeeling

slightlyuncomfortable,weladieswentoutshopping.

Thisgrouplovestoshop,Ilikedgoingonvacation,

Luthandowastheonewhoseemedlikeshewas

cominggoodwiththatbutIthinkshegottired.

Idon'tknowifIamhallucinatingorseeingthings,

myheadhurtsaflashbackmemoryhitsme.Iam

seeingtheguywhotorturedme,whenIwas

kidnapped.Howispossibleghettoappears.

Ghetto:Idon'tknowwhyIdidn'tacceptthissooner,

Icanjustappearanddisappearonpeoplelikethat

Nthati:Youokay

Irunaway.



Nthati:Phindile,phindilewaitPhindile

IamnothearinganythingIjustwanttogetoutof

here.
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Mzwakhe

Shehascalmeddownbutsomethingdefinitely

scaredher.

Me:Babywhathappened

Phindile:Idon'tknowIsawhimandeverything

cameback,howhelookedatmewhenhethought

aboutfeastingonme

Shestartshyperventilatingandthencries.



Me:Itsokay,calmdownmama

Thatoinjectsher.

Phindile:Fi...Fixitbef

Ilayherdown.

Sakhile:ImagineifIdidn'tanswerthecall.

Thobani:Whathappened

Nthati:Idon'tknowshefrozeonthegroundand

thanstaredrunning

Me:Youokay



Nthati:NoIamfinejustworriedabouther

Me:Shewillbefine

Sakhile:Youokayyouraveled

Idon'twanttocommunicateanythinginfrontofthe

ladies.Iamalwayspreparedforwar,Istayready

thatway.Ineverneedtogetready,Iamreadyright

now.

Nthati

SinceIcan'tgoanywhereImightaswelldo

somethinguseful.ThankGodIbroughtmydrawing

equipment,thisismycopingmechanism.Ihaveto

figureouthowIamgoingtobuildthisgiganticnot

sogigantichouse,myphonerings.



Me:Shandu

Dad:Myfavorite

Me:Whatdoyouwant

Dad:Areyounotsupposedtobeback

Me:WellMrIwillhaveyouknow,Igotajoba

massivejob

Dad:Designingamallagain

Me:Ahousewithliftmovingsideways

Dad:What



Me:ExactlyIcan'tlivecouldyouaccompanyme

whenwegositeseeing

Dad:Okaytextmethedetails

Hehungsup.Whenourbiologicalfatherpassed

awaymomremarriedazulumanandhelovesusto

themoonandback.Hehaschildrenofhisown

threeboy,PalesaandIcompletethepack.

Mzwakhe:Mommy

Me:Heyhowareyoudoing

Mzwakhe:Betternowthatyouhavecalledmewhat

youdoing

Me:Gettingmypencilon



Mzwakhe:Doyouwantanything

Me:Justyou

Ismile.

Mzwakhe

IarrivejustintimeJameswastiedtoachairand

beatentothecore.Hechuckles.

James:I

Me:Shutup,howdoyougetyourselfkidnapped

Agungetscocked.



"MzwakheMzwakheMzwakhe"

Him:YouknowIdon'tknowwhatIwasdoingbutit

suredidbringyouhereandnowIamgoingtofinish

you

Ifeelthegunatthebackofmyneck,Istillhavethe

pocketknifeonmyhand.Istomphisfeethegraons,

Istabhimintheneck.

Me:Nottodayman.Listenupwhateverhappens

shootanythingandanyonewhothreatensmy

family,Iamonmyway

Icutofftheropesandhelphimup,hegroansold

ageisgetting.Busyactingallzaddyherefor

nothing,helaughs.

Me:Shutup



Andile

Ivanwasintown.

Ivan:Youattackingthem,butyouwanttoworkwith

them

Me:Allisfairinthislife

Ivan:Noyouchooseyourbattles

Me:Theyhadnobusinessconspiringwiththat

monkey

Ivan:Themonkeyissmart

Heshouts.Mzwakhe,there'snothingsmartthere.



Me:Likeyousaidwechooseourbattlesandthisis

oneofthem

Ivan:Herearetheinviteswhenyoudead,Iwillbe

thefirstpersontospeak.Andilewasabraveman

theonlythinghedidn'thavewasabrain,ohmyhis

soulrestinpeace

Me:F**koff

Welaugh,IlikeThobanibutwhatbusinessdidhe

havetotakedownmyoperation.Ilostbillions,Iam

anddisappointed.

Me:Yeahcallitofftheynotworthit

Thabiso



Thebabieswererestlesssomethingwasoff.

Me:Yinikhehlalababakwenzenjan(What'swrong

myboy)

IseeareddotonThobani,beforeIcanevenshout

hisnameashotisfired.

Me:Thobani

Thobani:F***

Andmoreshotsarebeingfired.

Me:Gogo

IsendacoderedweruntoAyanda'sroom.



Thobani:Shit

Me:Itsjustafleshwould

Thobani:Iamshot

Ileavehim,thehouseisunderattackweareunder

attack.Imoveoutside,ihearsomethingmovingin

thebushes.

Voice:Don'tshootdon'tshot

Igrabher,shescreams.

Me:Nthatiwhatthehell



Nthati:IsawguysandIstartedrunning,they

startedshooting

Shotsarebeingfiredatus,Ipushherdownwhat

wasshedoingoutside.Asnakeappearsand

createssomekindofbarrier.

Me:Followthesnake

Nthati:SureThabisohavemefollowasnake

Me:Ifyouwanttolivefollowthedamnsnake

WherehasMzwakhegonetonow.
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Phindile

Iwokeupfromadeepdeapdeepsleep,myheadis



spinning.Theroomisupsidedown,Isneezegetting

up.There'sholeseverywhere.Feathersfloatingin

theair,whatinthehellishappeninghere.

Iheadout.

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Iamheremama

Hehelpsmedownthestairs.

Me:Whathappened

Ifeelmydloziawakening.

Mzwakhe:Calmdowneverybodyissafe



Me:No

Mzwakhe:Mamaheisaliveandbreathing

Sakhile

Howdoyourevengeonsomeoneyoukidnapped,it

doesn'tmakesense.Dougisdeadallhismanare

dead,whowouldthinkabouttakingrevenge.

Me:Iseveryoneokay

Ndumisowasshotandisinacriticalcondition.

Thobanijustgotawaywithafleshwound,thiswas

atargetedmission.Wetakentheladiesandkidsto

thepenthouse,wenolongerthatsafeeverywhere

webeingattacked.



Thabiso:Howcomeyouguysdidn'tseethis

happening

Sizwe:Itsnotourfight

Thabiso:Nobodyisasuselessasyou,prettyboy

fornothing

Me:Thabiso

Thabiso:Aymanweafamilyofsnakescomeon

mancomeon

Welaugh.

Phindile

IarriveatthehospitalBabalwaisgoingtokill

somebody.Ienterhiswardsheissittingbesidehim,



holdinghishandrockingbackandforth.Four

bulletswentintohisbody,Iholdhishandhegasp

wakingup.

Me:Calmdown

HelooksatBabalwaandshetransformintoa

multipleheadedsnake.

Me:Iamgoingtoaskyouthisquestionagainare

youplayinggamesorareyouseriousabouther

Helooksatme.

Me:Rememberwhentheykidnappedmeandshe

wasthereprayingformetoreturnsafely,andalso

herboyfriendwasjustnotwillingtoletgoofher.

Theyturnedherintoasnakedon'tlookather,you

willmakeherangry.Iamnotforcinganythingupon



you,itsokayshewon'thurtyou

Whyisshestilldanglingontopofus.

Mzwakhe

Idon'tgetwhywhenpeoplearerunning,sheis

stuckinthebushesoutside.Doessherealizeshe

couldhavebeenshot.

Lungani:Howmuchisthisone

Me:Idon'tknowbutitmustcostafortune.Sizwe

Sizwe:YoustillabumsoIdon'tcarebutthiswill

giveyousomerespect

Ichuckle.



Sizwe:Whatyougoingtodo

Me:Handtohim

Hechokesonhisdrink.

Sizwe:Thisisworthmillionsifnotbillions.NoIam

takingsomepieceswhetheryoulikeitornot,haibo

Theywelaidoutacrossthelongtable,Ipourmyself

anotherglassofwhiskey.Iwassupposedtohave

endedhislifewhenIhadthechance,andthatsthe

thingaboutus.Wejustcan'tseemtokilleachother.

Ihatethatguy.

Lungelo:Sizwecomeongiveittohimcomeon

Sizwe:Fineyourarethemanthatyouthinkyouare



Nthati

Theliftopensshestrutsinlookinglikeamillion

dollars,shelooksatmeandlaughs.

Me:Youwantsome

Phindile:Whatwereyoudoinginthebushes

Me:Ihadenoughtraumaforoneday,Idon'tneed

youandMzwakheaddinglayersandlayers.Youthe

onewhoissickwhywouldyourunofflikethat

Phindile:AllIsawwastheexit,Igotintosomuch

shock.Icouldn'thandleithaveyoubeenhere

before

Me:Yes



Phindile:Iseeyouverycomfortableanddidyou

sleepinthatbedroom

Me:Yes

Forasecondthereitlookedlikeshewasaboutto

ripmyeyeballsout.Shesmilesandheadstothe

lounge,shethrowsherselfonthecouch.Igrabmy

coffeeandjoinher.

Me:Wherewereyouwhenallofthiswashappening

Phindile:Theyinjectedmewithsomeanesthetic

thatthingcanknockyououtfordays

Me:Youweresleepingwhilesomeofuswerebeing

shot,talkaboutlivingthesoftlife



Phindile:Girl

Herphonerings.

Phindile:Isn'tthereotherroomsit'sokayyouused

toputtingmesecondanddisrespectingme,yeah

wellbye

Myphonebeeps."Beforewecametothemansion

weusedtolivedthere,justtryshitIamintrouble

here"

Ilaugh.

Me:AykehoneyIamgoingtosleepyoumorethan

welcometocome,butIain'tgoingnowhereifwe

havetofightPhindileweshallfight



Shegivesmeaboredlook,Ilaugh.

Mzwakhe

Iwasflyingontheroadpanickinghavetheykilled

eachotheryet.Phindilemaynothaveaproblem

withNthati,butthatdoesn'tmeanweshouldhave

ourwaywithher.Theliftsopens,Irunupstairs,I

entermyroomandtheybothsleepingsobeautiful

andpeaceful.PhindilefacingupandNthatifacing

down,Isigh.

Thabiso:"YouhurtPhindileeveragaininyourlife.I

amgoingtokillyou"

Linda:"Weshallhaveaseriousproblem"

Me:"Iain'tscaredofyou"



IknowIdon'tdeservethiswomanbutsheismy

world.
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Phindile

Myadrenalineispumping,Iwasreadytofightand

Pearldecidedtodisappearandtaketheremaining

creatureswithher.Idon'tknowifsheisdelaying

meonpurposeorshe'swatchingmymovesand

willstrikeonceIfindthedagger.Idon'tknow,Ican

notholdonanymore.Ihavegivenmyalltothis

familyandalltheydoisjusttake,take,take.

AfterprayingIheaddownstairs.

"Surprise"

Igetthebiggestfrightofmylifeandturnintoa

snake.



Mzwakhe:Okaymaybeweshouldn'thavedone

Linda:Phindileisgoingtoeatusalive

Mzwakhe:Hey

Theylaugh.

Me:Whatisthisfor

Mzwakhe:Wethoughtitwasbesttoshowyouhow

appreciativeweareoftheamazingstrongwoman

youare

Me:Why



Thabiso:Phindilesityourassdown

Me:Okay

Ismileandsitdown,onetakesmylegsuntohis

thighs.Theothermassagemyshoulder,these

peopledoknow.Idon'tliketobetouched,butoh

well.

Thobani:Relaxandenjoymommy

Mzwakhe:Wegotyousomegoodies,everyone

boughtwhattheyfeltlikeyouwouldlove.Since

nothingimpressesyou,alittlebitofeverything

Heopensupthefirstpresentanditsabunchofred

boxLindtchocolates,theylaugh.



Linda:IamsorrybutmakaZakheleshameayikho

njeintoekujabulisayo(Nothingmakesyouhappy)

HeopensanotherboxIgasp.

Me:Whoboughtmethesethankyou

Heopenseveryboxallmygiftsarecuteandhave

somesortofsentimentalvalue.

Mzwakhe:Idon'thaveagiftforyouorIthinkIdo,

youjusthavetowaitandfindoutlater

Mzwakhe

Weatthewarehousegoingovertheplanforthe

heist,somemiraclehappenedNdumisohas

recoveredandhelookssodamnhandsome.



Me:Anikhulumenimadodakuningiokusangilindile

(TalkgentlemenIhavealongdayahead)

Everyoneremainsquietandlooksateachother.

Ivan:Sinceyoubroughtusherehowaboutyoudo

thetalking

Me:Howaboutyoushutthef***up,ifnobody

speaks.Iamgettingupandleaving

Andile:Youknowtheplantelleveryonewhatthey

needtodoandwewilltakeitfromthere

Me:Okay

Igetupandleave.



Ivan:MrBhenguholdonasecond

Hechasesafterme,Igetinmycarhestandsin

frontofit.

Ivan:Runmeoverandyouwon'tlivetoseetheday.

Listenstopbeingcocky,gobackinsideandlets

workthingsoutplease.Please,please

Phindile

Don'tpeoplejustlovemetoday,firstitwasthegifts

nowIamgettingmyhairandnailsdone.Something

isupandIcan'tseeit.

Lu:Idon'tevenwanttoknowwhenlastyoudidyour

nails

Me:Luthandoifitsnotyouitsrato



Rato:Haibomanjeminangingenaphi

Me:Arewegoingtosomefancyeventyini

Rato:Livealittlebabesandjustenjoy

Allofthemareactingstrange,whatifIam

dreamingandtheancestorsareshowingme.Iam

indangerohGod.

Sakhile

Theycomeback,Ichuckleandlookdown.

Ivan:Okayifnoonetalks,Iamshootingsomebody

theeventistonight.Whatistheplan,Andile

Ayanda:There'stwotrucksthataregoingtobe



stationedoneithersideofthevenue.Onewillbe

carryingthediamondsandonewillbeadiversion

Andile:Whytrucksandnotcars

Me:Carsdrawattention,trucksareinvincible

Ayanda:Aftertheshowcase,thediamondsare

goingtoberemovedandtakenbacktotheVolt.

MzwakheandAndilewillhavetounlockandenter

theVolt,nowtheyalsoneedadistraction.Whilethe

partyisgoingondistractthecrowd,youtwosneak

outbehindthesetwoglassdoors

Sandile:Whataboutthecameras

Ayanda:GetmybrotherandIinsideandwecontrol

them



Ivan:Seemseasyright

Ayanda:Fiveminuteseveryonehasfiveminutesto

doeverythingandgetourassesbackhere

Andile:Excuseme

Me:Takeitorleaveit

Andile:Thisisridiculousandamockery

Ayanda:Rememberyoucametousnottheother

wayaround

Hisbrotherslookathim.

Mzwakhe



Andilemustnotthinkherunsthestreets,IdoandI

willshowhimwhoseboss.

Me:SingfromtheheartSakhile

Sakhile:Mythroatisgoingtoburnbeforeweeven

getthroughtotonight

Me:Alotisridingonthis,itcouldbethestartofa

newjourneyorasnowballeffectofthisheaviness

Sakhile:Plovesyouokayyoujustneededtovalue

yourrelationshipthatsall

Me:Ican'thelpbutwonder

Sakhile:LookMzwakheyouadadnow,timefor

playinggamesisover.Beamanmaanleaduslike



youalwayshave,youknowbreakingupwithher

andalmostmarryingsomeoneelsemessedupwith

youhead

Isigh.

Sakhile:Likenobodygetsyoulikewedonobody

understandsyoulikeus,butherfromdayoneall

shetriedtodowasloveyouandyouweretripping.

EvennowyouputNthatifirstyoubarelyknowher,

she'sschizophreniaandmaybethat'swhyyou

obsessedwithher.Yallbothcrazyinthehead

Me:She'snotschizophreniahaibo

Sakhile:IfIsaidthataboutpwouldyoubethis

defensive

Me:Iwasn'tbeingdefensiveIthoughtwejoking,



Sakhilejustplaythepiano

Sakhile:ChangeMzwakhechange

Heplaysthepianoandcontinuepracticing.

Andile

Fiveminutemyass,acarpullsupjustafterIstep

outiup.Thedooropensandthemonkeygetsout,

hmmhecleanedupnice.

"Caneveryonehereme"

"Loudandclear"

Me:Hmmlookatyoumonkeyboyshowsometeeth

youdon'twanttodrawanyattentiontous



Heclickshistongueandwalksaway,I.Theway

theyjustlaughateverythingiscontagious.Ifollow

him.Theycheckournamesontheguestandletus

through,theyshiningallthewaytotheentrance.I

wonderhowtheyfindtheirdiamonds,theyhave

quiteafewpreciousgemsandIamtakingthemall.
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Mzwakhe

Weheadtothebararea.Andileissmilingfromear

toear,thebartenderservesuswhiskey.Ilookatthe

Tattooonhiswrist,helooksupandsmilesince

whenishemixologist.

Ayanda:"Okaywehaveaslightishissue"

Helooksatme.

Ayanda:"Thevoltisheavilyprotected,ithasmotion



sensors.Acameraaboveandoneonthesideofthe

volt,there'sakeycardholderyouhavetoinserta

specialcardforthedoortoopen.Intherethese

heatsensorsaswellanothercameraandalight

sensoraswell"

Ilaugh.

Ayanda:"Idroppedoffadufflebagbehindtheglass

door.Withallthethingsyouwillneedtousetoget

throughthevolt,withouttriggeringanyalarm.Do

thiscorrectlyokay,youflopthatthingwilllockyou

insideandyougoingtodie"

Andsoitbegins.

Phindile

AfterthatKhethocamewithdresses,evening

dresses.Igettochoosefirst,butwhatamI

dressingupforwhatistheoccasion.



Me:GuysifyoutellmewhatIamdressingupfor

thanmaybeIcanpickanoutfit

Rato:Tryonallthedressesandwewillpickout

whatlooksbangingonyou

Igothroughthehangerslseeasilkdresswithan

openback.

Me:Iwilltrythisone

Khetho:Perfectchoice

Lu:There'snotasignthatshejustgavebirth

Rato:Zethuyena



Zethu:Didsomebodysaymyname

Iputonthedressandithugsmebutmybackistoo

exposed.

Me:There'smoredressestochoosefromanyways

Iamhungry.

Mzwakhe

Thesepeoplearegoodheartedtheybeentreating

theirguestwithfivestartreatment,toobadAndile

isgoingtoripthemoff.Thepartywasunderway,

thecrowdgasp.

Ayanda:"Whatishedoing"

ThemightyIvantripsonthefloorwithhispants



comingoff,everyoneturnstheirattentiontohim.

AndileandIusethisopportunitytosneakout,he

grabstheduffelbag.

Ayanda:"Okaythecodeis****"

Iopenthebaghepunchesinthecodethedoor

opens.

Me:Whyisitsodarkinhere

Ayanda:"Youhavetodothisinthedark"

Andile:WhatIthoughtyouguyswerethebestwhat

isallthisnow

Ayanda:"Onyourrightthere'salittle"



Hepointsagunatmewhyisherushing.

Andile:OpenthisdamnvoltbeforeIpopyourbrains

out

Ilaugh,IwantedhimtosweatalittleanywaysI

haveimportantthingstodo.Hetwistthelockand

opensthevolt.

Andile:Nxiangazinomanichathingineskhathi

sokudlalawenainside.Khiphakonkeufake

eskhwameni(Idon'tknowifyouthinkIhavetime

forgames.Youinsideputeverythinginthebags)

Hestandsbythedooranklescrossedpointingthe

gunatme.

Andile

Ididn'tthinkeveryonewasgoingtopullitoff.



Mzwakheandhisteamwerebeingallovertheplace,

butwedidandgotawaywithit.Thediamondswere

laidoutonthetable,Ivangrabsaloupe.Helooksat

methanthediamond,helooksatmeagain.Hethan

putsitdownandpullsouttwoguns.Thobaniand

Ndumisoarerighttherewithhim.

Ivan:Okaywhatbullshitisthisareyoutryingtorip

usoff

Me:Mzwakhewhatisgoingon

Mzwakhe:WhydidyouputouthitsonThobaniand

Ndumiso

Me:Icalleditofftheyhadnobusinesshelpingyou

takemedown

Mzwakhe:Younotagoodperson,youdidthesame



thingwithMpilo.Youthrewhimunderthebusand

lethimrotinjail

Hehitsthetableitflipsover,theyshinebright.

Mzwakhe:Ineverwanttoseeyourfaceeveragain.

Stayawayfrommyfamily,stayawayfromThobani

andNdumiso.Idon'twantnostupidcutkeepyour

stupiddiamonds

Me:Mzwakhe

Mzwakhe:Ithoughtwegoodbutyoujusthadto

takeitthere

Theyleave.

Ivan:ItoldyouItoldyousomebattleswechoose



Me:Ohshutup

Phindile

Iwonderwhatisgoingon.WhyisJamestakingme

tothehood.

Me:Magebangempelangekeungitsheleukuth

kwenzakalan(Jamesyouwon'ttellmewherewe

going)

James:Angazinaminkosazaneindodayakhoivele

yangibokelangafisaukukhala(Idon'tknow

princess,thewayyourmanshoutedatme.Iwanted

tocry)

Welaugh.



Me:AnothersurprisewowMzwakheispullingout

allthestops

Wearriveatthechisanyama,hestepsoutofthecar

andthancomestoopenthedoorforme.Iendedup

wearingthedresswithanopenbackandmyhair

laidbacktiedintoalowponytail.

James:Youlookbeautiful

Me:AwkodwaMageba

Ienterthechisanyamathere'sapianoplaying,on

eithersidethere'smirrorsandaredcarpetonthe

floor.

Me:Jameswhe



Ilookoverhehasdisappeared.

"Ifoundloveinyou

AndIlearnedtolovemetoo

NeverhaveIfeltthatIcould

Beallthatyousee"

ThemirrorsdisplaythefirstdayMzwakheandImet,

Icovermymouth.Iwalkthroughwatchingevery

momentofourlivestogether,thegoodandthebad

whatisgoingon.

"ThisiswhyIloveyou

ThisiswhyIloveyou

Becauseyouloveme"

Thelightshines.Thereheisstandingwearingasuit,

thelightshinesonthepersonsingingandplaying



thepianoHaiboSakhile,hecansing.

Sakhile:"Thestarshaveallalignedandrightnowis

theperfecttimetosayIloveyou,Iloveyou,Ilove

you.Iloveyou,IloveyouIdo"

HehitsahighnoteMzwakheturnsaroundand

looksathim.

Sakhile:"Ifoundloveinyou"

Hegoesdownoneknee,Istaggerholdingmychest.

Sakhile:"Andnootherlovewilldo"

Mzwakhe:IknowIhaven'tbeentheperfectman,I

allowedmyselflosethebestthingthatsever

happenedtome.Iwanttoapologizeformaking



falsepromises,nottreatingyouwell.Iamnot

perfectbutIambetterwithyou.AllIcanhopeis

thatonedayyouforgivemeandfinditinyourheart

body,mindandsoultoacceptmeforIamnobody

withoutyou.Withthatsaidinfrontofeveryone,

PhindilemakaZakhele.NkosazaneyakwaBhengu

celaungenzeindodaemododeni

Me:Yes...YesIwillmarryyou

Heslidestheringin,hegetsup.Wekiss,thelights

comeon.Iseemyfamilybehindthemirrors,I

screamshowingthemmyring.

Sakhile:"That'swhyIloveyou"
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Finale



Mzwakhe

Aslongassheishappymylifeiscontent.Iamon

cloudnine,everywheresheturnedsheflashedher

ringandthatbroughtmelotsofjoy.Iwenttogo

checkonNthati,sheopensthedoorformeand

smiles.

Me:Hey

Nthati:Congratulations

Me:Thankyou,youokay

Nthati:Iamfabuloushoney

Me:Isthisgoingtocausefights

Nthati:Doyouwantitto



Me:OkayfromnowIshalldorightbythebothof

you.Iamfarfrombeingperfect,butwithyoutwo

bymysideIamcomplete

Nthati:Therewillbesomebickeringhereandthere,

wejustneedtoberespectfulandacknowledgewho

sheis.Icanthequestioniscanyou

Me:OkayNthati

Shelaughs.

Phindile

IwasenjoyingmyengagementtotheMzwakhe

Bhengu,abastardthatdoesn'tgiveadamn.He

doeshaveaheart,hedoescaresforsomeoneonly

onhistermsandconditions.Idon'tcareabout

otherthingsallthatmattersisthatheisstepping,



sinceNthaticamehehasbeenagoodboy.

AlthoughIwasfeelingveryoverwhelmedand

anxious,somethingaboutthisparticulardaywas

verywrong.Icallmybrother,Iamveryappreciative

hewasabletowitnessmyproposal,maybethiswill

makehimchangehismindaboutMzwakhe.

Mxolisi:Gcino

Icovermyfacewithmylefthand,helaughs.

Me:Bhutiwam

Mxolisi:Congratulations

Me:Thankyoulikemanhecamethrough,whatis

thewayforwardnowdoIcomebackhome



Mxolisi:Alreadyyouhiswifewhenyougavebirth

hedidn'twasteanytime,theycameandpaid

damagesandlobola

Me:What

Mxolisi:Yeahallthatsleftisthegiftingceremony

andwedding

Me:WowokayIamgoingtocomeinacoupleof

days

Mxolisi:Okaygcino

Me:Iwonderwhothatis

Mxolisi:Bye



MzwakheandNthaticomethrough,theybreakfree

oncetheyseeme.Ichuckle,Iseesomething

glowingonhischest.Igetupandfollowhim,Ipush

Nthatioutofthewayandpullitout.

Mzwakhe:Awmama

Iheadouttheweatherchanges,beforeIcanreach

outaheavyobjectbangsmefrombehind.Ifall

downlettinggoofthesmallspear,Pearlgrabsit

andsticksitrightthroughmystomach.Mybody

getsacoldshiverandaches,sheholdsthespear

upitburnsandturnsintoashno.

Mzwakhe

Astrongforcecameandblewusaway,ittakesa

whilecollectingmystrength.



Me:Pearl

Pearl:Ohheymylove

Me:What...Whatareyoudoing

Pearl:WhatIshouldhavedonealongtimeago

don'tworryitwon'tbepainful

Me:Phindilewakeup

Shelooksatmestrugglingtobreathe.

Me:Phindiledon'tcloseyoureyes

Shestrugglesandstruggles.



Me:NkosazanevukaPhakamaniboBhengu

inkosazaneisifikile

Mybodylevitateandcomesbacksmashingdown

onthetable.

Pearl:Shewasnevermeanttobefound,Iwas

supposedtofindMambaandrule.Butshe

immersedheruglyselfwaydeep

Wekeeptheeyecontact,shetriesholdingonbut

shegaspandstopsmoving.

Phindile

Shesentmyspiritstraighttothedarkunderworld.I

amsurroundedbythecreatures,Ihavetodefeat

andsomeshecreated.Ifitsabattletheywanta

battletheyshallget.



Voice:Ohnoboysthisoneismine

Me:Ifyougoingtodefeatmeyouhavetogetoutof

thatbody

Pearl:NoyouthinkIamgoingtofallforyourstupid

trick

Me:Okay

Iraisemyhandoneofthecreaturegearsupto

attackme,shelooksatit.Itstandsdownohnoit

doesnotworklikethat.

Pearl:Okay

Whateverthatisinsideofherextractsitselfoutof

herbody,itfallsdown.Ilookatherthanthe



creature,thatsnotacreatureitsaman.

Him:Anymorethanthis,Imightnotletyouliveto

seethenextday

Howcanahumanpossesanotherhumanorthis

creatureappearstobehuman.Hedisappearsand

appearsinfrontofmethumpingmyhead.

Him:Comeprincessshowmewhatyougot

Thathurt.

Sakhile

MzwakhewashuggingalifelessPhindilecrying,I

don'tknowwhathappened.AllIsawwaseveryone

flyingeverywhere.



Mzwakhe:Mamavuka

Hewasbreakingmyheartandwedidn'tknowhow

tohelp.

Me:Sizwewhatisgoingon

Sizwe:Todayisthedayourprincesssurvivesornot

Me:Whathowcanwehelp

Thabiso:Ubuzaumuntowrongakazenjeamsize

uPhindilelo(Youaskingthewrongperson,hehas

neverhelpedPhindile)

Thapelo:Sizwecanwegethertothehospital

Sizwe:Howisthatgoingtohelphersituation,the



longershe'sstuckintheir.Themoreherlife

deteriorates,shewon'thavethestrengthtocome

back

Thapelo:Atleastifshe'sinahospital,thewestern

sidecanhelpgiveherthestrengthsheneeds

Thabiso:Thapsjustdowhatyouhavetodoand

stopaskinghim

Thapelo:Itsnotthathecan't,yeshecan'thowever

ifshegetsassistancefromthem.Weatriskof

losingher

Sizwe:Nexttimegetyourfactsstraightbeforeyou

openyourbigmouth,startthecars

Me:HeyPhindilewouldn'twantusfighting,weneed

toholdingeachother'shandsrightnow



Phindile

IwasloosingandIdidn'thavethestrengthtocarry

on,Icrawlaway.Shekicksme,Ifalldown.Ipick

myselfupandcrawlaway,hedidn'tfeel

comfortablebattlingmesohewentbacktoPearl's

body.

Pearl:Yougivingupalreadyjustwhenwehaving

wefun

Shegrabsmeandturnsmearound.

Pearl:Timetofinishyou

Shebecomeshalfbeasthalfhuman,herfingernails

turnintosharpnails.Shelaughs,Iusethelittlebit

ofstrengthIhaveandlodgethespearstraightinto

herglowingheart.Shechangesbacktoherhuman



selfandfallsbackdown.

Sakhile

Shewasbreathingatleastthatswhatthedoctors

say.Mzwakhedidn'twanttoleaveherside,wealso

optedtostayshecan'tdiewhatwillwebewithout

her.Ourmommy,thewomanwhocamewhenwe

leastexpectedit.

Phindile

IopenmyeyesandgaspwhereamI,amIdead.

Fourfiguresstandbeforeoneofthemhelpsmeup.

Him:WelcomenkosazaneIamkingBhenguthe4th

nexttomearepreviouskings

King1:Thejourneyendshereyouhavefoughtwith

greatcourageandhonor.Aleaderworthyofour

power



King4:Ididn'trealizetheamountofdamagemy

princesshadcaused.Myfellowkingswantedto

destroyeverything,butyoucamealongandthey

steppedback.Whatmyprincessdidn'tknowwe

werebornsnakes,Imayhavemadeamistakein

chasingherout

Abigmistakeyourhighness.

King1:Youhavesacrificedyourlife,wehavebeen

watchingyouforaverylonglongtime.Thepower

ofMambacannotbefound,itisearned

King4:Returnnowtakebackyourlife,takeback

yourpower.Foritisandhasalwaysbeenyour

destiny

Whydoesitfeellikethisisnotagoodbye,butawe

shallmeetagainsoon.Idon'tthink,Iwanttoreturn.



Mzwakhe

Thelinegoesstraightandthemachinebeeps.

Me:PhindilePhindilePhindile

Theyholdmebacknoshecannotleaveme.Iam

crying,Idon'tunderstandwhytheyholdingme.

Me:Phindileyoucan'tleavememybabies

Phamandlafeelsherneck.

Me:NoPhindileletmego

Phamandla:Timeofdeath



Me:NoPhindilewakeup,Phamandladosomething

Thato.Phindilewakeup

Sakhile:Mzwakhe

Me:NoPhindilepleasedon'tdothistome,Phindile

Iholdherhandandcry.

Me:Phindile

Thabiso:Bhuti

Me:Phindile

Themachinestartsbeeping,shesqueezemyhand.



Me:Mama

Phindile:I'mpregnant

What.

*******Theend*******


