


Ajourneythroughbrokenglassesandhotcoal.Alli

wishforisthatsighofreliefasifinallystepinto

calmwaters.Willievergettoexperiencethat

feelingorisitafarfetcheddream?Lifeisagameof

dartsallyouneedistothrowoneinthemiddleand

allwillbeover.

MynameisMayaMoeti
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AfterswitchingoffheralarmMayasatuponher

bedandturnedlookingathertwochildren

peacefullysleeping.Shesmiledandsighedputting

onhersleepersandwenttothekicthen.Asshe

openedthedooraverycoldbreezehitherfaceas

shefrownedfeelingforherchildren.Shefilledtwo

potswithwaterandputthemonthestoveandwent

tobacktothebedroomwhereshetookherdiary

andpenandsatonherdeskwithadesklampon.

Shepagedthroughthediaryuntilshereachedthe



currentdateandsighed...

"Forthesecondtimethisweekihavebeen

dreamingaboutmyauntwhoilostwheniwas14

yearsold.Thatwomanwasmyworld.Shewas

moreofmymotherthanmyownmotherwasor

shouldisay"is".Weirdenoughdreamingabouther

alwaysleavesasmileonmyfaceeverymorning

wheniwakeupbecausewealwayshave

meaningfulconversationsandheradvicesarestill

thesameasshewasstillalive.Ireallymissher.

Nowoneofthequestionsiaskedmyselfassoonas

iopenedmyeyeswaswhywouldawomanbe

createdfromapartofaman'sbodyandthenbethe

onewhocarriesalltheweightonhershoulders?

Whyaremenevenheadoffamilieswhileeverytime

theyarefacedwithhardsituationstheyrunto

womenforhelp?Yettheyaretheverysamepeople

whomistreatwomen?Whydoesthewomanhaveto

endureallthepainoftheworldwhileshewas

createdfromaman'sbody?Wearesupposedto

enjoythefruitsofourmen'slabournottosufferbut



heyguesslifewillneverbefair.Whatimhappy

aboutisthatimwithmykidsandweareatpeace.

EverydayithankGodfortheseblessingsbecausei

don'tknowwhereiwouldbeifitweren'tforthem.

(Smiled)mygems"

Shesmiledclosingthediaryandputitawaytaking

outherchildren'suniforms.Shewenttocheckon

thewateranditwaswarmenoughforhertobath

them.Shepoureditinaplastictubandmixedit

withcoldwaterthencarriedittothebedroom...

Maya:wakeywakeymykingandqueen

Herbert:again?

Maya:yesbabyagainbutluckilyforyouguysit'sa

Fridayandschoolsareclosing

April:sonoschooltomorrow?

Maya:yesma'amforawhile

Both:yippie



Maya:(laughed)schoolisveryimportantyoutwo

comeandbathbeforethewatergetscoldit'sso

coldoutside

Herbert:idon'tlikewinter

April:metoo

Maya:wellwehavenochoicebuttolivethrough

theseasonsmybabiesuntilwearerichenoughto

chasethesummerwejusthavetoendurethecold

Herbert:ican'twaitforustoberich

Theylaughedasshehelpedthemtakeofftheir

pyjamasandputthemintheplastictub.

AttheDuncan's...

AfterrunningthebathforherhusbandLornashook

herheadlookingathimsleepingsopeacefullyin

theirkingsizedbed.Shescoffedfoldingherrobe

andshookhim...



Duncan:mmmh

Lorna:timetowakeupDuncan

Duncan:imabusinessmanwhydoihavetowake

upsoearly

Lorna:businessmendon'tsleep,wakeup

Duncan:(satup)geezwomanimawake

Lorna:thetubisfullofwater.Whatwouldyoulike

tohaveforbreakfastsothaticantellPatienceto

prepareit?

Duncan:whenismywifegoingtocookforme?

Lorna:Duncanwhatwouldyouliketohavefor

breakfast?

Duncan:anything,Patienceisagreatcookanyway

LornarolledhereyesgoingdownwhileDuncan

headedtothebathroomsinging.Shecameback

aftertalkingtoPreciousandsatonachairinthe

bathroomwatchingherhusbandbath...



Duncan:mustbegoodbeingahousewifeneh?

Lorna:whydidyoucomelatelastnight?

Duncan:herewegoagainwiththesamequestion,

babeyouknowiworkverylate

Lorna:noDuncanyouneedtotalktoJoshuayou

arenotjustamereemployeeyouareashareholder

aswell

Duncan:don'tyouthinkiknowthatlove?Joshandi

dothesameamountofwork.Ifwedon'tputinthe

effortwhowill?That'sourcompanytolookoutfor

Lorna:butimissyouDuncanit'sbeenmonths

sinceyoutouchedme

Duncan:don'tworrybabeeverythingwillfallinto

placesoon

Lorna:youalwayssaythatDuncanwhenwillthat

be?

Duncan:loveit'snotlikeimnotworkinghardhere.

Areyouandthekidsnotlivingyourbestlives?



Lorna:wearebabebutmoneycan'tbuyother

needsordoyouwantmetoreplaceyouwithdildos?

Duncan:(laughed)youaresosilly.Wewillfixitmy

lovedon'tworry

Lorna:youbetterbabe.Letmegotakeyourclothes

fromtheironingroom,Patiencewasstillbusywith

thembutalmostdone

Duncan:oklove

ShesaidleavingwhileDuncanlookedatherand

scoffed...

Duncan:needsthisneedsthatigiveyoumoneyfor

cryingoutloudisn'tthatsatisfactoryenough?Urgh

womenandnotknowingwhattheywant

Hesaidcontinuingwithhisbath.

BackatMaya'shouse...



Shefinishedbathingherchildrenastheysatinthe

livingroomwiththeheaterinfrontofthem.She

switchedonthetvforthemandgavethemtheir

breadwithpeanutbutterandtea...

Herbert:blackcat(theylaughed)isthismadeoutof

catma?

Maya:nosilly

Herbert:thenwhydoesthebottlehaveablackcat

onthesticker

Maya:idon'tknow

April:Herbertjusteatandstoptalking

Maya:ThankyouApril

April:whathaveyoupackedforusmama?

Maya:breadandpeanutbutterwithjuicemylove

April:again?

Maya:yeslove



April:butmamyclassmatesarealwayslaughingat

mesayingimalwayspackingthesamethings

Maya:jusyignorethembabyitwillbemonthend

soonandmomwillbuynicemopakoforyouguys

Herbert:wellsheshouldjusttellthemtomindtheir

ownbusinessthat'swhatialwaystellthem.

Packingsomethingisbetterthanpackingnothing

atallsothankyoumamayouareourhero

Maya:awwthankyoumyboy,youaresowiseand

sweet

Herbert:that'sbecauseimgoingtobigschoolsoon

April:iwanttogotobigschoolaswell

Maya:2moreyearsbaby(shewhinedasthey

laughed)

Herbert:soareyougoingtobuymeagrasshopper

shoemama?

Maya:(puttheirbagsonthecouchandswallowed)

yesson,noweatupandwarmyourselvesupim

goingtobath.Donottouchanythingdoyouhear

me?



Both:yesmama

Shesmiledandwenttopourherselfwaterinthe

plastictubwhileHerbertandAprillaughedatthe

cartoons.Theywerereallyhappybutquestionis

wasshe.

AttheKavimba's...

Preciousranaroundthehousefixingherchildren

forschoolwhiletheyhadtheirbreakfastonthe

diningtable...

Precious:Nyashaisyourhairtied?

Nyasha:yesmahowmanytimeshaveyouasked

methatquestion?Gosh(rolledhereyes)

Precious:donotrollyoureyesatmeyounggirl.

Lucasyoubetternotgotoschoolwithyourpants

hangingbelowyourbutt



Lucas:comeonmait'scoolmyfriendsdoit

Precious:thoseuncivialisedbrats,youbetterdoasi

sayorelse,yohLord,Nyashaiforgotyourproject

Nyasha:youwillfinishitupandbringitlaterthe

lessonisthelastoneafterteabreakanyway

Precious:ohthanktheGods

Lucas:schoolsareclosingtodaymasoarewe

goingtoGogo'shouse

Precious:yessiryouare(herphonerang)speakof

thedevil,heyma,Lucasfixyourtieman

Rona:heybabyareyoustillshoutingatthosetwo

liketheyare4?

Precious:youknowhowspoiltthesekidsare

Rona:welltheyarekidsafterall.Aretheycoming

overfortheholidays?

Precious:yesma

Rona:ohokithinkishouldinviteMaya'schildren

overaswell

Precious:reallynowma?Don'truinmymood



pleaseespeciallyonafriday

Rona:what'swrong?

Precious:youknowidon'tlikeitwhenmychildren

mixwiththatgirl'schildren

Rona:comeonPreciousshe'syoursisterand"not

thatgirl"andtheyarejustkids

Precious:yeahannoyinganddirty

Rona:(laughed)youaresomethingelse.

Precious:letmefinishwithmymorningroutinei

willcallyoubackok

Rona:okmybabybye

Shehungupandsighedasherhusbandcame

downwithhistienotfixed...

Precious:ohlovewhyareyoualwayscarelesswith

your...

Lovemore:(grabbedafruit)leavemealoneimnota



child.DothattoLucasnotme,kidsbyebegoodok

Both:yesdad

Precious:(swallowed)butlovei...

Lovemore:(kissedhercheek)seeyoulaterbutdon't

waitup

Precious:theschoolsareclosingtodaysoiwillbe

takingthekidsto...(heclosedthedoorbehindhim)

mymom'shouse(shesighed)yeahright

Lucas:whyisdadalwaysinahurryhenevergives

usattentionthesedays

Nyasha:(onherphone)dadisabusymanyou

wouldn'tunderstandanyway

Precious:thankyoubabybutpleaseleaveyour

phoneforafewsecondsandfinishup

Shesaidrunningupwhilethekidslookedatone

anotherandlaughed.

AtMaya'sworkplace...



Shefinishedfixingherdeskandmadeherselfacup

ofcoffeethentookoutherlepakiwa(bun)and

legwinya(fatcake)sheboughtfromtheladyselling

outsidetheirofficesandstartedeating.Shewent

throughherfacebookprofileontheofficecomputer

andopenedtheJobvaccanciespage.Shenoted

downallthosethatmethercriteriawhileeatingas

herbosscameinandshequicklyswitchedto

companyfiles...

Jorge:(smiled)iwanttoseethisfaceeveryday

wheniwalkinhere

Maya:(smiled)goodmorningboss

Jorge:itoldyoutocallmeJorgeorJnotboss

Maya:butyouaremybossisn'tit?

Jorge:(smiled)alwaysquicktoanswer.Anywaydo

youhavemessagesforme?

Maya:nosirnotyet

Jorge:okhaveawonderfulmorningbeautiful



Maya:thankyousir,youtoo

Hewinkedatherandsmiledgoingtohisoffice

whileMayascoffedshakingherheadandwentfor

herfacebookagain.Jorgesighedputtinghisbagon

theholderandtookhisseatastheofficedoor

opened...

Jorge:ijustgotherewhatisit

Lady:morningbossthiscouldn'twait

Jorge:sitdownandtellit

Lady:asyouareawareofoursituationandthatit's

goingtogetworseaswemovethere'snothingwe

candobuttoretrenchsomeofthestaff

Jorge:negativenewsearlyinthemorning,don'tyou

gettired?

Lady:imjustdoingitforthebusinesssiroryou

wantittogodownthedrain?

Jorge:ofcoursenot



Lady:exactlythenyouwillagreewithmewhenisay

wehavetocutoffsomeemployees

Jorge:howmanyarewetalkingabout?

Lady:6

Jorge:whowillbeamongstthat6?

Lady:thelaboursandthereceptionist

Jorge:Maya?Nowecan'tgetridofMaya

Lady:butwehavenochoiceagainshe'sdoing

somethingbelowherintellectuallysirwewillfind

someonewhodidadminonlyatschool.Mayaistoo

learnedtobeareceptionistwearejustholdingher

back

Jorge:(sighed)butshe'sahardworker

Lady:iknowthatbutithinkitstimewereleasedher

sothatshecangetajobofherstandards

Jorge:okletmethinkaboutit.(Scoffed)youwant

togetridoftheroseofthecompany?

Lady:wellwhentheroseistooexpensiveyousend

itback.Getbacktomeassoonaspossible



Jorge:adecisionwillbemadebytheendoftoday

Lady:thankyou

SheleftwhileJorgesatbackandsighed.

AtKgangT&Theadquarters...

Joshuamadehiswayinhisofficeashisphone

rangandsighedanswering...

Joshua:morningma

Glidia:morningson,howareyoudoing?

Joshua:imgoodmahowareyoudoing?

Glidia:imgoodtoomyson.Ibelieveyouareatthe

officenow

Joshua:yesmaijustgothere

Glidia:wonderful.Letmenotwasteyourtimeijust

wantedtotellyouthatmybirthdayiscomingsoon



andiwanteveryonetobewithmebecauseim

throwingaparty

Joshua:ohnicemamanoproblem

Glidia:youkeepsayingnoproblemJoshbutyou

nevercomehomehowmanyyearshasitbeennow?

Joshua:youknowimabusymanmama

Glidia:yoursiblingsarebusypeopleaswellbut

theyalwaysmaketimeforme

Joshua:ipromise,imgoingtocomema

Glidia:goodandihopeyouarecomingwitha

girlfriendandoneortwograndchildren

Joshua:yohma

Glidia:youknowihavealwaysbeenwaitingonyou

mychild.Youaretheeldestbutyouryounger

siblingsallgotmarriedbeforeyou

Joshua:maaclientjustwalkedinletmetalktoyou

later

Glidia:yeahright

Joshua:loveyou(hungup)yohthiswoman



Duncan:(chuckled)what'sup?Stillpesteringyou

aboutawomanandchildren?

Joshua:yeahmanandherbirthdayiscomingsoon

andshesaysshewantstomeetmygirlfriendand

hopefullyihaveachild

Duncan:butJoshwhyareyoustillsingle?

Joshua:lookaroundDuncanyouranswerisaround

you

Duncan:nomanbutthisshouldn'tstopyoufrom

mingling

Joshua:youknowwearealwaysintheofficemani

don'thavetime

Duncan:wellyouwillhavetocomeupwithaplan

andverysoonunlessyouwantyourmothertobe

disappointedinyou

Joshua:wowD,thankyouverymuch

Theylaughedandstartedworking.



THATAFTERNOON

Atherchildren'sschool...

Mayaparkedhertoyotavitsshegotfromheraunt

andheadedinsidetocollectherchildrenasthey

camerunningtoher...

Both:mommy!

Maya:heyguys

Teacher:MsMoeti

Maya:yesma'am

Teacher:theprincipalwouldliketoseeyou

Maya:ohok.Kidsgowaitinthecar

Theyheadedoutwhileshefollowedtheteacherto

theprincipal'soffice...



Lady:MsMoetipleasehaveaseat

Maya:(smiled)thankyou

Lady:withoutwastingyourtimeijustwantedto

remindyouthatit'sbeenmonthssinceyoupaid

yourchildren'sschoolfees

Maya:iknowma'ambutimworkingonit

Lady:butMsMoetiyoualwayssaythatbutnever

deliver

Maya:imhonestlyfinanciallycrippledatthe

momentma'ambutimworkingonit

Lady:unfortunatelywecan'tkeeplookingafteryour

childrenthroughotherkidsschoolfeesthusthey

won'tbereturningtotheschoolnexttermuntilyou

payup

Maya:butma'amyouknowwheneverihave

somethingipopitout

Lady:idon'tdisputethatbutyourbalanceisjust

toomuchMsMoetiandagainyourchildrenare

alwaysmissingoutonimportanttripsandalways

hearfromotherstudentsthattherewasatrip.That



isnotgoodMsMoeti

Maya:ma'ampleasegivemeonelastchancei

promiseyouiwillsortoutthefinances

Lady:thedecisionisfinalMsMoetiHerbertand

Aprilwon'tbecomingbackherenexttermuntilyou

settlethedebtthankyou

Mayaswallowedandstoodupleaving.Herphone

vibratedasshefrownedreadingatext...

"Asyouareawareofthesituationatthecompany,

themanagementhasreachedadecision,itwasnot

aneasyonebutithadtobedone.Thatdecisionis

toletsomeworkersgoandunfortunatelyyouare

oneoftheworkerswhothemanagementhas

decidedtoletgo.Itwasapleasureworkingwith

youMsMoeti.Youarerequestedtocomeforyour

thingsonMonday."

Ahugeballoflumpgotstuckonherthroatwhile



tearsbuiltinhereyesblurringhervision.Hearing

herchildren'svoicesandlaughtermadehertoblock

thetearsandswallowtheballoflumpandgotothe

car...

Herbert:ican'twaittosleepuntilthesunisout

April:metoo(theygiggled)

Herbert:mommyareyouhappyyouwillbewithus

allthetime?

Maya:(lookedathimthroughtherearviewmirror

andpainfullysmiled)mhem

Herbert:wearegoingtowatchcartoonsallday

April:ican'twait

Theychatloudlyabouttheirfavoritecartoonswhile

theirmotherreversedoutwithherheadspinning.

^

^



^

^

^
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AtMaya'shouse...

WithHerbertandAprilsingingloudlyatthetopof

theirvoiceswiththecartoonsMayadecidedtoget

inbedsilentlycrying...

"Howimigoingtopayrent?Whoimigoingtolook

tofromhere?Thiswillconfirmtomysiblingsthat

imnothingbutafailure.Whenimigoingtocatcha

break?Godwhatdidieverdotoyoutolivethislife"



Sheaskedherselfthosequestionsasshesniffed

andwipedhertears.Herbertburstthroughthedoor

asshequicklycoveredherselfwithafleece...

Herbert:mamawearehungry

Maya:(sniffed)findsomethinginthefridgemyboy

Herbert:(frowned)areyouokmama?

Maya:yesmyboyimok(sniffedagain)

Herbert:areyousick?

Maya:(sniffedandchuckled)nobabyimnotsick

Herbert:thenwhyareyousniffinglikethat?

Maya:dustgotinmynose

Herbert:areyousureyouareokma?Youwerevery

quietonourwayhome

Maya:forgoodnesssakeHerbertcanyoupleasego

tothekitchenandfindsomethingtoeatandstop

disturbingme!

Herbert:(softly)ok,sorrymama



Hesaidleavingandclosedthedoorbehindhimas

Mayasighedsittinguponherbed.Thelastthing

shewantedwastotakeherstressoutonher

children.Shesighedagainandtookherphone

goingthroughhercontactsasaglassbrokeinthe

kitchen...

Maya:(shouted)Herbert!

Herbert:imsorrymamaitslippedoffmyhand

Maya:donottouchanything.Geezmanthesekids

urgh

Shegruntedgettingoffbedandputonherslippers

goingtothekitchen.Shetookthebroomand

carefullyswepttheglassesintoacorner...

Maya:idon'tunderstandwhyyouhavetouse

glassesitoldyouthatyoursaretheplasticones



Herbert:sorrymama

April:(cameinrunning)Herbertyouneedto...(she

bumpedintohermother)oh

Maya:itoldyounorunninginthehouseApriland

whereareyourshoes?Yourbrotherbrokeaglassin

here

April:sorryma

Maya:justgobacktothelivingroomiwillbring

yourfood.Go!

Theyaskednoquestionsandheadedtotheliving

roomassheclickedhertongueandfinishedup.

Shefoundherselfsmilingathowhersonperfectly

slicedthetomatoesandcuttheremainingcheese

inhalf.Thebutterwasnicelyandevenlyspreadon

thebreadaswell.Washepassionateaboutfood?

Shetookthefoodtothem...

Both:(softly)thankyoumommy

Maya:youarewelcome.Mommyissorryfor



shoutingatyouok

Herbert:it'sokmama

Maya:letmeknowwhenyouaredonesoicome

washthedishesok

Herbert:iwillwashthemmamait'sok

Maya:(smiled)ohokmaybeyoushouldteachApril

aswell

April:(liftedherhands)ohnonomama

ShelaughedandsniffedleavingthemwhileHerbert

frownedspottingherredeyesbutbrusheditoff.

Shesatonthebedandtookherphoneagain

sendingherbrotheracallattempt.Whilewaitingfor

himtocallhershetappedherfingersonherphone

thinkingofwhatshecoulddo.Herphonedisturbed

herthoughtsasitrang...

Maya:(clearedherthroat)heybrother

Titus:hellosisijustsawyourcallattempt



Maya:yeahidon'thaveairtime.Areyoufreetotalk?

Titus:yeahwhat'sup?

Maya:(closedthebedroomdoor)ihaveaproblem

T

Titus:what'sup?

Maya:ihaven'tbeenpayingmychildren'sschool

feeswellsonowtheytoldmethattheyshouldn't

comebacknexttermuntilipayupandwhileiwas

stillthereireceivedamessagefromworkthati

havebeenretrenched

Titus:eishthat'samessnowsis

Maya:soidon'tknowwhattodobutthought

maybeyoucanhelpmewiththelittleyouhave

Titus:youknowmybudgetistightsis,idon'tget

paidenoughasitis.Wehaveachildonthewayand

aweddingtosaveupfor

Maya:(sighed)yeahneh

Titus:yourfriendsareworkingMayawhycan'tthey

help?



Maya:imalwaysaskingforhelpfromthemTsoi

don'twanttobeaburden

Titus:imsosorrysisyouknowiwouldhelpifihad

something

Maya:iknowthankyouhey

Titus:suretrymommaybeshecanhelp

Maya:yeahright.ByeheysayhitoLesediforme

Titus:iwill

Theyhungupasshesighedfallingbackonherbed.

Herphonerangasherheartskippedabeatseeing

thenumber.Sheclearedherthroatandanswered...

Maya:hi

Lady:Mayait'sbeen4monthsnowdoyouknow

howmuchinterestitis?

Maya:iknow,imstilltryingtomakeaplan

Lady:noMayapeoplearestartingtokillmefortheir



moneynowpleasemakesureyoupayupassoon

aspossibleorwewillhavenochoicebuttosend

sheriffsyourway

Maya:comeonthere'snoneedforthat

Lady:wewantourmoneymmakantewhyareyou

workingifyouaregoingtofailtopaybackyour

loans?YouhaveuptoTuesdaytomakesureyou

payupbye

Maya:please...(thephonebeepedasshesighed

butitrangagain)yoh(answered)ma

Rona:hiMaya

Maya:himama

Rona:ihopeyouaregood

Maya:yesiam

Rona:yourchildren'sschoolsareclosedright?

Maya:yes,why?

Rona:ithoughtmaybeyoucouldbringthemover

tomorrowfortheholidays

Maya:(frowned)sincewhen?



Rona:iwanttospendtimewithmygrandkidsis

thattoomuchtoaskfor?

Maya:youhaveneveraskedforthemsincewe

movedsoimshocked

Rona:willyoubringthemornot?

Maya:iwill

Rona:good.Seeyoutomorrow

Maya:mai...

Rona:yes?

Maya:noit'soknevermind.Seeyoutomorrow

Rona:bye

TheyhungupasMayasighedanddecidedtogo

thelivingroom.

AttheDuncan's...

PatiencebroughtLorna'smimosawhowasinthe



jacuzzireadingamagazine...

Patience:yourdrinkma'am

Lorna:(smiled)ohthankyouloveyouareanangel

Patience:anythingelse?

Lorna:nosweetheartimgood.Infactareyoubusyi

wouldloveustohaveachat

Patience:noma'amidon'thaveanythingtodoat

themoment.

Lorna:goodgrabaseatmylove(shedid)kanamy

husbandisalwayscominghomelatehaveyou

noticed?

Patience:bathongmadamyouwanttotalkabout

yourhusbandwithme?

Lorna:comeonwhodoyouwantmetotalkto?You

knowwearealwaystogether

Patience:wellihavenoticedmadam

Lorna:sowhatdoyouthinkaboutit?



Patience:MrDuncanisabusymanmadamsohe's

oughttocomebackhomelate.Runningatransport

companycan'tbeeasy

Lorna:noPheknowshehastocatertomyneeds

youknowhehasn'ttouchedmeformonthsnow?

Patience:yohmadamtoomuchinformationnow

Lorna:(laughed)stopbeingsillywearetalking

womantowomanhere

Patience:wellyoushouldusetheweekendsto

coverupformissingoutduringtheweek

Lorna:thingisyouareneverhereonweekends.

He'shardlyhomeonweekends

Patience:uhu,areyoubeingserious?

Lorna:yesionlyseehimonSundaysbuthewould

insistwegotothegroundstowatchsoccerthen

whenwecomebackhomehestartscomplaining

thathe'stired.Pwhatshouldido?

Patience:youhavetotalktohimaboutitthen

Lorna:idoloveeverydaybuthealwayssays

everythingwillfallbackintoplace



Patience:yohthat'saproblemnowmadam.Maybe

youshouldvisitamarriagecounselloridon'tknow

Lorna:thatmightworkyouknow

Patience:yeahtryit

Lorna:soyouaregoinghomeagainthisweekend?

Patience:yesmadamyouknowihavetocheckmy

son

Lorna:oklove.Packwhateveryoucanforhim.

Kantewhenareishevisitingyouhere?

Patience:(chuckled)aenomadamtrustmeyou

don'twantthatrascalhere

Lorna:(sighed)iwishiknewhowitfelttohaveyour

biologicalchildyouknow

Patience:(touchedherhand)don'tworrymadam

Godworksinmysteriouswaysyouwillonewhen

thetimeisrightbutevenifyoudon'tAppleand

Saintarethere.Letmegostartpacking

Lorna:okmylove.Thankyou

Patience:for?



Lorna:alwaysbeingtherewhenicryaboutmy

husband

Patience:itsnotaproblemmadamyouarelikea

sistertomesotakethecounsellingrouteand

hopefullythingswillworkout

Lorna:yeahhey

Patiencesmiledandheadedtoherroomwhile

Lornasighedandsippedhermimosagoingthrough

hermagazine.

AttheKavimba's...

Nyashasighedthrowingherbagonthecouchand

tookoffherschoolshoesonthematandthrew

herselfonthecouchlaughingatthetik-tokvideos.

Herbrothershookhisheadandwentuptochange

andcameback...



Lucas:shouldmomfindyoustillinyouruniform

she'sgoingtokillyou

Nyasha:justmindyourownbusinessLucas

Lucas:areyounotsupposedtopackyourclothes?

Nyasha:momwilldoitforme

Lucas:wowNyashareally?Asoldasyouare?

Nyasha:don'tstartwithmeLucas

Lucas:iwasjustsaying

Nyasha:besidesitsnotlikeimlookingforwardto

gotothathouseespeciallywiththosecreepy

childrenofourauntcoming

Lucas:Nyashathat'srude

Nyasha:what?Thosekidsaredirtyandtheystink

Lucas:idon'tunderstandwhyyouandmomdon't

likethem.Thosekidsarenicejustliketheirmom.

Imstillmadatmomfornotinvitingthemtomy

birthdaypartylastweek.

Nyasha:eewLucasimaginehavingpeasants

aroundussonotmykindofscene



Lucas:peasants,NyashayouarenotGodandagain

theyarenotpeasantstheirmothertakesgoodcare

ofthem

Nyasha:whiletheyarealwayssmellinglikeold

cookingoil.Iswearsheappliescookingoilonthem

whentheydon'thavelotion(shelaughed)

Lucas:youarewicked

Nyasha:imjustbeingMsKavimbababybro

Lucas:mxxxxm

Nyasha:youcangohangyourself

Shesaiddraggingherbaguponherphoneleaving

hershoes.Lucasshookhisheadandtookhisjuice

andwenttohisroomtostartpacking.

AtKgang'sT&Theadquarters...

Joshuagruntedlooseninghistiewhilegoing

throughhisfinancials.ThedooropenedasDuncan



cameinwithafile...

Duncan:everythingok?

Joshua:mycalculationsarebeatingmebro

Duncan:whatareyoucalculatingJoshwehave

accountantsforthat

Joshua:iwantustogettwonewbusesbutialso

wanttogetmomagift.Shehasalwayswanteda

Mercedes-Benzsoiwanttogetitforherbirthday

Duncan:wellyoucangetonebusandtheBenzwe

willgetanotherbusaftermakingthemoneyyou

spentontheBenzback

Joshua:butiwantedustohitthenewroutewitha

bang

Duncan:onebusisokfornowitsnotlikethereare

nootherbuses

Joshua:dudeyouknowpeoplepreferKgangtravel

andtoursoveranyotherbuses

Duncan:thendon'tgethertheBenz



Joshua:andhaveherbeonmycaseaboutalways

gettinghersmallgifts?

Duncan:areyouandyoursiblingsinacompetition?

Joshua:ofcoursenotbutthisismymotherbro

Duncan:lookthemoneyisyoursandwhateveryou

doiaccept

Joshua:yeahiwillseetoit

Duncan:sohaveyouthoughtaboutwhatyouare

goingtodoaboutthegirlfriendandchildsituation?

Joshua:don'tremindmeplease

Duncan:ihaveanidea

Joshua:oh?Let'shearitthen

Duncan:let'ssignyouupforadatingapp

Joshua:yohahahnomyguyno

Duncan:comeondudethat'stheonlyquickestway

tofindapartnerandwelookforsomeonewhohas

achild

Joshua:Duncanandhissillyideasgetoutofmy



office

Duncan:butcomeonmyguyitsanxaidea

Joshua:(laughed)imnotgoingintoadatingapp

brobye

Duncan:mxmyouareboring

Joshua:Duncango

TheylaughedasheleftwhileJoshuasatbackand

sighed.Hethoughtabouttheideabutshookhis

headgoingbacktowork.

AtKavimbamotors...

Precioussmiledwavingattheemployeesand

headedtoherhusband'sofficeandopenedthedoor

withoutknocking...

Lovemore:Preciouswhatareyoudoinghereand



whycan'tyouknocklikeeveryoneelse?

Precious:thisismyhusband'soffice.Ibroughtyour

padyouforgotit

Lovemore:ittookyouthewholedayuptonowto

bringithere?

Precious:ihadotherthingstodo

Lovemore:likewhat?Spendmymoney?

Precious:don'tbelikethattomelove.Iwasgetting

afewthingsforthekidstriptomorrow

Lovemore:trip?

Precious:isn'tyouranoffthismorningwhenitried

totalktoyouaboutthemgoingtomymother's

house

Lovemore:ohyeahtheschoolsareclosed

Precious:yessoiwenttogetgroceriesandnew

clothesforthem

Lovemore:ohoksosinceyouhavedroppedoffthe

padyoucango

Precious:weneedtotalkaboutyourtreatment



towardsme

Lovermore:what?

Precious:youarealwaysdismissingmelikeima

childbabeandidon'tlikeit

Lovemore:whendoidothat?

Precious:everytimeLovemore

Lovermore:lovei...(thetelephonerang)dutycalls

wewilltalkaboutthiswhenigethomethat'sififind

youawake(pickedup)hello

Precious:lovei...

Heeyedherassheswallowedandleftwhile

Lovemoreturnedhischairfacingtheotherway

talkingtothephonelaughing.Preciousstoppedby

thedoorandlookedathimandsighedleaving.

THATEVENING



Atarestaurant...

BiancaandLewislaughedhighfivingastheywent

throughLewis'scrush'sprofile.Helookedupand

spottedMayacominginashescoffed...

Lewis:incomesmissbegger

Bianca:(rolledhereyes)ohgosh

Maya:(smiled)heyguyssorryforbeinglatei

wantedtomakesuremykidswereok

Bianca:(smiled)it'sokbabeweunderstand

Lewis:yesloveit'snobiggie.Youlooknice

Maya:(chuckled)theseoldragsbutthankyoulove.

Sowhatarewehaving?

Lewis:wewerewaitingforyoutoordermylove

Maya:ohokihopeyouknowthatimbrokeright?

Bianca:wejustwanttospendtimewithyoubabes

youknowit'snotaproblem(shesaidgivingLewis's



footasoftkickunderthrtable)

Lewis:yeahloveit'scool.Sohowarethetwo

rascals?

Maya:theyaregoodileftthemwithmyneighbour

butguysimstress(LewiskickedBianca'sfoot

underthetable)

Bianca:what'supmylove?

Maya:ihavebeenretrenchedatworkguys

Bianca:ohnolove

Lewis:awwimsosorrybabeswhy?

Maya:thecompanyissufferingsomefinancial

strainssotheyhadtoletgoof6ofus

Lewis:shamethat'ssadwhatareyougoingtodo

nowlove?

Maya:idon'tknowbabesandmychildrenschool

saysishouldn'tbringbackmykidstoschoolnext

termduetotheamountioweforschoolfees

Bianca:ohnobabeshowmuchisthebalance?

Maya:7K



Bianca:damnthat'salotsowhydon'tyoutalkto

yoursister?MrsKavimba?

Maya:reallyB?

Bianca:whatcanisaybabesyouhavenochoice

Maya:youknowhowthatwomanisbutiwas

hopingyouguyscanhelpmewith3.5keachiwill

repayitonceigetajobyouaremylasthope

Bianca:yohtsalayouknowmyfinancesareabit

tightshamemaybeteacherbaeherecanhelp

Lewis:yohchomiijustgotmyresidentialplotsoi

wanttoworkonitassoonaspossiblesomy

budgetisreallytightloveimsorry

Maya:(sighed)it'sokihopesomethingcomesup

soonyouknow

Lewis:don'tworryitwilllove.Wait,whydon'tyou

askthebabydaddy?Imeanitshischildrenafterall

Bianca:reallyLewisthatuselessbastard?Comeon

Maya:thankyouB,youknowhowLukeishewould

ratheraskmeformoneyinstead



Bianca:ithinkyouhaveenabledthisguyaswell

friendahno

Maya:whatcanidowhenhealwaysthreatensto

takemykidsfromme

Lewis:asifhepaysmaintenance

Maya:urghmancanwestoptalkingabouthim.Call

thewaiterandorderanythingformeimgoingtothe

restrooms

Lewis:oklove

Theywatchedhergodownandthenburstintoa

laugh...

Lewis:what?

Bianca:imaginemegivingher3.5Kjustlikethat?

Nevershame

Lewis:couldneverbemeshame



Theylaughedmorewavingforthewaitertoplace

theirorders.

Atahotel...

AknockcamethroughasDuncanwenttothedoor

andasheopenedhissonjumpedintohishands...

DuncanJr:daddy!

Duncan:(smiled)hellomyboy.Heylove

Patience:(kissedhim)hibabe

ShesighedgoinginwiththeirbagsasDuncan

closedthedoorandtickledhisson.

^

^

^

^



^
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Atahotel...

AfterfresheningupDuncan,Patienceandtheirson

decidedtogofordinneratthehotelrestaurant.

DuncanJrplayedbythekiddiesplayingsection

whilehisparentswatchedhimfromadistance...

Duncan:theygrowupfastdon'tthey

Patience:(smiled)iknowheyandtheytellmethat

he'sdoingwellatschool

Duncan:hisvocabularyhasimprovedaswellitold

youthatschoolwasthebest

Patience:(smiled)yesyoudidandthankyou



Duncan:for?

Patience:alwaysbeingthereforus

Duncan:youguysaremyfamilysoyourneedsare

mypriority

Patience:weappreciatethatbutdon'tforgetyou

aremarriedtoLorna

Duncan:(sighed)whydoyouhavetobringherup?

Patience:becauseshespoketomeearlier

Duncan:whatdidshesay?

Patience:thatyouareneglectingherwhichis

somethingihavenoticedaswell

Duncan:imabusymanloveyouknowitaswell

Patience:soonshewillbelievethatyouare

cheatingandthenstartfollowingyouaroundisthat

whatyouwant?DuncanJr'ssafetyjeopardized?

Duncan:ofcoursenot

Patience:thendotherightthing

Duncan:idon'twanttoloseyou



Patience:itoldyouimnotgoinganywherewhatim

sayingisgiveyourwifetheattentionshedeserves

ordivorceherifyoucan't

Duncan:whatwillhappentousandyouguysifi

givehertheattention?

Patience:wearealwaystogetheronweekends

Duncansousethemidweektogiveherattentionas

muchasyoucan

Duncan:howyouarecalmaboutthisshocksme

Patience:iknowmyplaceinyourlife

Duncan:andwhatisit?

Patience:imtheoneyouloveandwanttobewith

it'sjustthatyouarestuckwiththewrongpersonat

themoment

Duncan:anddivorcingherisjustgoingtobepainful

tothekids

Patience:thosekidsaren'tbiologicalyyours

Duncan:ofcourse

Patience:yesandspeakingofkidssheaskedwhen



DuncanJrisgoingtovisit

Duncan:andwhatdidyousay?

Patience:ijustdismissedher

Duncan:ok(heldherhand)iloveyouP

Patience:(smiled)iloveyoutooDaddyD

Theysmiledateachotherastheirsoncame

running.

THENEXTMORNING

Mayagruntedwakingupasherphonerang.She

checkedforherkidsasherheartskippednot

seeingthembutsighedassherememberedthey

sleptoverattheirneighbours.Shetookherphone

andanswered...

Maya:hello?



Jorge:MayaMoeti

Maya:who'sthis(frownedchecking)ohgood

morningsirimsosorryijustansweredwithout

checking

Jorge:it'sokishouldbetheoneapologisingfor

wakingyouupsoearly

Maya:it'soksir

Jorge:howareyouholdingup?

Maya:it'shonestlyhardsir.Thatjobwasallihad

Jorge:iwishiwastheonlyonewhomade

decisionsyouknowiwouldhavemadesurethat

youkeepyourjob

Maya:iunderstandsir

Jorge:soyouarecomingforyourthingson

Monday?

Maya:yessir

Jorge:ok.Areyousureeverythingisokandyou

don'tneedanything?(Thoughtaboutitandcleared

herthroat)



Maya:everythingisoksir

Jorge:okgood.IhopetoseeyouonMonday

Maya:iwillpassbyyourofficesir

Jorge:(smiled)iwouldappreciatethat.Havea

wonderfulday

Maya:thankyousiryoutoo.

HehungupasMayasighedputtingherphone

down.Whydidn'tshejusttellhimwhathappened?

Maybehecouldhavehelped.Sheaskedherselfand

sighedgettingoffbedandwenttoputwateronthe

stove.Shewentbacktothebedroomandstarted

packingherkidsclothesasherphonereporteda

message...

Maya:thatmustbeorange

Herheartskippedasshereadanewalletmessage.

Shecheckedtheinitialsandshecouldn'ttellwhoit



couldbe.Shethencheckedherairtimebalanceand

calledthenumberbutitdidn'tgothrough.She

frownedcheckingherewalletbalanceandittoldher

thatshehadP3kinheraccount.Asmilebrokeas

shetriedthenumberagainbutitwasunavailable.

Sheaskedherselfamillionquestionssittingonher

bedanddecidedtobuyaitimefromtheewalletand

itwentthrough...

Maya:Lordwhatisthis?

Shesaidsmilingandstoodupwalkingaroundtheir

bedroom...

Maya:okfirstthingisfirstwhatdoyouneedmost

nowMaya,obviouslyfoodinthehouse,butnot

muchbecauseyouaregettingpaidsoon.Youneed

petroltotakethekidstotheirgrandmother,buy

thematleastnewflopsandt-shirtsandsome

snacksforwhentheyarethereandohyouneedto

paythatmotshelowomanbecausewithheroffyour



backyouwillbeabletopayatleastaquaterofyour

children'sschoolfeesdebtwhenyoursalarycomes

through(sighedoutofrelief)thankyouLordyou

reallycamethroughforme

Shesaidchanging,tookhercarkeysandswitched

offthestoveleaving.Shebrieflyspoketoher

neighbouranddroveoffwavingatHerbertandApril

whowerealreadyplayingwiththekids.

AttheKavimba's...

PreciousknockedonceonNyasha'sbedroomdoor

andfoundherstillmindingherhair...

Precious:Nyashaareyoueverseriousthough?

Whatdiditellyouaboutbeingtimeconscious?You

arenotgoingtoabeautycontesthereyouarejust

goingtoyourgrandmother'shousefinishupplease

Nyasha:it'sasaturdaymorningmawhyareyou



shouting?Comeonloosenup

Precious:loosenupmybehind.Finishupmanwe

arewaitingonyou

Shesaidgoingbacktoherbedroomwhereher

husbandwasinbedreadingnewsonline...

Precious:yourdaughterissomethingelseifshe

keepsatthisbehaviourshewon'tdoanythingfor

herselfinlife

Lovemore:youhavealwaysenabledher

Precious:really?

Lovemore:yesimjustgladmysondidn'ttakeafter

you

Precious:soyouaregoingtoblamemefor

Nyasha'sbehaviour?

Lovemore:ifyoudon'tchangehowyoutreather

she'sgoingtoenduplikethoseslayqueenswho

havenothingtotheirnames



Precious:luckilyshehasparentswhoareworking

hardforher

Lovemore:(lookedatherabovehisglasses)you

meanafatherthat'sworkinghardforher?

Precious:reallynowLovemore?

Lovemore:iknowyouwerenotthebrightestchild

growingupPreciousbutatleasthaveabusiness

mindset.Youcan'tjustrelyonmymoneyallyour

lifewhatifwewakeuptomorrowmorningandi

decidetoleaveyou?

Precious:Lovemoreyouarehurtingmyfeelings

Lovemore:imjustbeingfrankwithyou.Whatdo

youdowiththemoneyigiveyouallthetime?Buy

expensivethingsandbragtoyoursiblingsandyour

groupofladiesofhowrichyouare?Withwho's

money?Otherhousewiveshavebeautyshopsout

there,supermarketsandsalonstheydon'tjustsit

home.Eveniftheyspendtheirhusband'smoney

theyknowtheyhavesomethingontheirnames.

Precious:butithoughtyousaidyouwilltakecare

ofme



Lovemore:idon'tdisputethatallimsayingisthatat

leasthavesomethingonyournameevenifitsa

tuckshopandstopbeingthisutterlystupid

Hesaidgettingoutofbedgoingtothebathroom

whilePreciousswallowedlookingathim.Hiswords

reallypiercedherheartbutshesighedandheaded

out.

AttheDuncan's...

Lornacamedownandfoundherkidsalready

havingbreakfastasshesighedandsatdown...

Lorna:morningkids

Apple:hima

Saint:morningma.Areyouok?

Lorna:nothingtoworryaboutiwillbefine



Apple:nomayoudon'tseemokandwhere'sdad

hiscarisnotinhisparkingspace

Lorna:yourdaddidn'tcomehomelastnight

Saint:again?

Lorna:yes.Itriedcallinghimbuthisphoneisn't

goingthroughitjustkeepssayinglinebusy

Apple:dadwasonlineafewminutesago

Lorna:iguesshejustblockedmynumber

Saint:whywoulddaddosuchathing?

Lorna:idon'tknowbabybutlikeisaidit'snothingi

can'thandle.ImusedtoiteveryFridayand

Saturdayhedoesthis

Apple:andyoucallthisahealthymarriagemom?

Comeon

Lorna:imadeavowbabyforbetterorforworse

Apple:thatiswhatkillsalotofpeople.Peopleare

stuckinsadmarriagesbecauseofthosewords.

Dadisbeingunfaironyouanditstimehegets

calledoutonhisbehaviour



Lorna:noloveidon'twantyouguystogetinvolved

Saint:butyourhappinessmatterstousma.Ifhe

can'tmakeyouhappythenheshouldjustletyougo

Lorna:ican'taffordtolosehim

Saint:whyma?

Lorna:Saintjusteatyourfoodandletmedealwith

thisthebestwayiknowhow

Apple:nomayoukeephurtingyourselfbysaying

youcan'taffordtolosehim.Ifyouarescaredof

losingallofthisyoushouldn'tbeworriedbecause

youareentitledtohalfofit

Lorna:(sighed)canwejusteatplease

Apple:ma

Lorna:whatApple,what!?Geezguysijustwantto

havemybreakfastinpeaceisthattoomuchtoask

for?Youfatherandiarenotgettingadivorceand

that'sitidon'tevenknowwhyimdiscussingthis

withthetwoofyoubecauseyouarejustkids



Sheclickedhertongueandtookherfoodgoingup

whileherchildrenlookedatoneanotherandsoftly

shooktheirheads.

THATAFTERNOON

AtRona'shouse...

ShesmiledasPreciousparkedhercarwithNyasha

andLucascomingout...

Lucas:hellogranny

Rona:hellomyson

Nyasha:(onherphone)higogo

Rona:(smiled)hiba...

Shejustpassedhergoingintothehouseleaving

hergrandmotherwithherarmsopenforahug...



Rona:Precious?

Precious:don'tmindhermashe'sjustbeinga

teenager

Rona:noPreciousshe'snotallowedtobehavelike

this.

Lucas:truethatgogoimateenageraswellbutyou

don'tseemeactinglikethis

Precious:ohpleaseLucasgetinthehouse.Where's

Moses,Moses!?

Moses:(camerunning)yesma'am?

Precious:pleaseoffloadthethingsinthecarok

Moses:okma'am

Shegavehimthekeyastheyfollowedoneanother

inthehouse.WhileMoseswasstilloffloading

thingsMaya'scardrovethroughasHerbert

excitedlyjumped...



Herbert:thatisLucas'scarmamayeay

Maya:(scoffedsmiling)yessirtheyarehere

Herbert:parkparkparkiwanttogoseehim

Maya:yohHerbertrelax

Shelaughedparkingashegotoffandranintothe

houseshoutingLucas'sname.Heburstthroughthe

kitchendoorandrantothelivingroomjumping

ontoLucaswhohuggedhimbackwiththesame

excitement.Hismotherandsistercamebehindhim

withAprilholdingontohermother'shand...

Maya:hieveryone

Rona:hibaby.(Smiled)heyApril

ApriljustwavedasNyashalookedatherwithher

lipscurved...



Precious:soyourchildcan'trespondwhenshe's

beinggreeted?

Maya:Aprilsayhi

April:(softly)hi.Maiwanttogobackwithyou

Rona:awwcomeonbabygrannyisheretotake

careofyouipromisewearegoingtohavea

wonderfultime

Precious:(annoyedofLucasandHerbert'snoise)

can'tyouhearthatyouaremakingnoiseyoungboy!?

Mayadon'tyouteachyourkidssomemanners?

Geezman

Herbert:imsorry

Lucas:noit'soklet'sgotoourroom

Herbert:(smiled)sowewillbesleepingtogether?

Lucas:ofcoursebuddyofcourse

Herbert:(shouted)yeay!Oopssorry

Maya:gositnexttoNyashamylove(Aprilheldon

toherleg)Aprilimtalkingtoyou

Nyasha:iain'tnomaidsomissmewiththat



Shesaidhummingtothemusicplayingfromher

airpodsandwentoutsidewhileMayalookedather

shocked...

Precious:whyareyoulookingatmydaughterlike

that?She'srightshe'snotamaidandshe'snothere

totakecareofanyone'schild

Maya:maybeishouldtakemykidsbackwithme

ma

Rona:ohdon'tbesillyMayathekidsarefine.

Nyashaisateenageryouknowhowtheyare.April

willbefine

Maya:butshelooksuncomfortable

Rona:don'tworryiwillmakesurethatshe's

comfortable

Precious:ihopeyoubroughtyourkidstheirown

foodbecauseimnotgoingtofeedanotherman's

childrenwithmymoney

Rona:Preciousthisismyhousesowhateveris



theretheywillshare

Precious:madoyouknowhowexpensivethings

are?

Maya:don'tworryibroughtsomethingforthem

Precious:ohgood.Somahowfarwiththewedding

preparations?Reisamafokoleng?(Whenarewe

goingtostartthelobolanegotiations)

Rona:wearejustwaitingonTitustogiveusago

aheadmychild

Precious:butTitusthoughhowlonghashebeen

engagedtothatgirlofhis.BoTitusbaitsegore

tsenyamatlhoabathowaitse(Tituscanembarrass

us)

Maya:wearenotallwellofflikeyouPrecious

Precious:thenwhydoyougetengagedknowing

thatyoudon'thavemoneyforawedding?Itoldhim

icanhelphimwithwhateverheneededbutno

Maya:that'sbecauseheknowswhathe'sdoing

Precious:engagementya5years?ComeonMaya

y'alldesperatewomencanreallyloweryour



standards.Thelongestperiodforengagementis6

monthsandthat'sit

Maya:youknowTituslosthisjobPreciouswhyare

youlikethis?Yoh

Rona:okgirlsnoneedtofight

Precious:imnotfightingwithanyoneimjuststating

facts

Maya:where'sLovemorewehardlyseehimhere

thelasttimewesawhimwasthetimeyouguysgot

married

Precious:(clearedherthroat)myhusbandisabusy

manplushiswhereaboutsgotnothingtodowith

you

Maya:oohokanywaymaletmegooffloadmy

children'sthingsandheadback

Rona:okbaby

ShewentoutsideasPreciouslookedatherwithher

lipscurved...



Precious:mxm

Rona:bathongPrecious

Precious:arethewindowsopenthehouseisfullof

poorstenchgaa

ShesaidcheckingthewindowswhileAprilchuckled

atthecartoonsplayingonthetv.Shesatonthe

carpetandmovedclosedtothetvwhileRonasat

backonthecouch.

Atacardealership...

Joshuashookhandswiththesalesrepandgotin

hiscarcallinghisfriend...

Duncan:buddy

Joshua:waboontseolekonyatsing(youarewith



yoursidewoman)

Duncan:(laughed)whydoyousaythat?

Joshua:it'sasaturday

Duncan:don'tcallmywomanasidechickmonna

thiswomanmeansalottome

Joshua:yeahright,thetimeLornafindsoutyouwill

beindeepshit

Duncan:it'sbeen3yearsnow

Joshua:everydoghasitsownday

Duncan:fortunatelyimnotadog(theylaughed)

Joshua:imjustfrommotorcentremaniputan

orderonmom'sBenz

Duncan:that'sgreatsowhataboutthebuses?

Joshua:wewillbeabletogettwo

Duncan:ohthat'sgreat

Joshua:yeahiusedmypersonalsavingsforthe

Benz

Duncan:ihopeitdidn'tkillyou



Joshua:notreallyiwillsurvive

Duncan:cool

Joshua:soaboutthedatingapphowdoigoabout

it?

Duncan:(laughed)ohnowyouwanttosignup?

Joshua:it'snotlikeihavemuchofachoicesoyeah

Duncan:let'smeetupinafewtheniwillshowyou

howit'sdone

Joshua:okimgoingtodosomethingattheofficei

willletyouknowwhereweshouldmeet

Duncan:surebuddy

Theyhungupashesighedandfocusedontheroad.

Onherwayback...

Mayahummedalongtothesongplayingfromher

radioasherphonerang.Shecheckedhermirrors



andfrownedattheunknownnumberpickingup...

Maya:hello?

Man:isthisMayaMoeti?

Maya:yes,howcanibeofhelp?

Man:youarespeakingtothepolice

Maya:ohok?

Man:wehaveamancalledLukehere

Maya:(sighed)whatdidhedonow?

Man:hehasbeenarrestedfordrunkendrivingbut

hehasbeengivenafineeitherhepaysthefineor

wetakethecarandhislicense.Hesaysthecaris

nothisandwithouthislicensehewillbeoutofhis

jobbecausehesayshe'satruckdriver

Maya:howmuchisthefine?

Man:P1.5K

Maya:whereimisupposedtogetthatkindof

money?



Man:idon'tknowma'ambutlikeitoldyouthings

arenotlookinggoodforhimandhesaysyouare

theonlyonewhocanhelp

Maya:okwhichpolicestationisthis?

Man:wearejustalongthemochudiGaboroneroad

Maya:okiwillbetherejustnowbecauseimleaving

Mochudinow

Shehungupandparkedonthesideoftheroad.

Shereachedforherpurseandcountedthemoney

thatwasleftinherwalletanditwasexactly1.5K...

Maya:butihavetobuyfoodwiththismoney.

(Grunted)Lukecanbeannoyingyouknowah

Sheclickedhertongueandjoinedtheroadagain.

^

^



^

^

^
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Alongtheroad...

Mayaspottedthepolicecarafewmetersafter

joiningthedoublecarriageroad.Sheparkedinfront

ofitandshookherheadlookingatthepolice

officerscontrolingtheroadblockandmadeherway

outtothecar...

Luke:whattookyousolong?

Maya:gooddayofficer

Man:yesma'am



Maya:imheretohelpLukebutcanipleasetalkto

himfirst?

Man:yeahsure

Maya:inprivateplease

Man:ohokletmegohelpmycolleagues

Maya:thankyou

ThemanwentoutwhileLukelookedatMayaand

scoffedlookingoutthewindow...

Luke:imnotyourkidssodon'tyoudaretrytogive

mealecture

Maya:childrenyoucan'teventakecareof.Infact

theyarewaybetterthanyou.Youareanexpense

Luke.Youhaven'tdoneanythingforthekidsbut

youalwaysmilkmoneyfromme

Luke:areyougoingtogivemethemoneyoryou

aregoingtosithereandlectureme?

Maya:iwassupposedtobuyfoodforthehouse



withthismoneyLuke.Thisismylastmoneyyet

hereiamusingittobailyou.Youaresucha

nuisanceandthisisthelasttimeimdoingthis.

Whatarethekidsgoingtoeatwhentheycomeback

fromtheirgrandmother'shouse?

Luke:eyshMayapayupandstoptalkingtoomuch.

Whydidyoutakemychildrentothatwitchmother

ofyours?Officerhereisthefine

Hesaidstickinghisheadoutthewindowwhile

Mayashookherheadtakingoutthemoneyfrom

herpurse...

Man:yes?

Maya:hereofficer

Man:thankyouma'am

Maya:soisheleavingwiththecar?

Man:nohecan'tdriveinthisstatetheownerwill

comegetitfromthestation



Maya:ohok.Let'sgoLuke

Luke:imnotgoinganywherewithyouiwillwaitfor

thebuses

Maya:nxnxnxsuityourselfmister

Shewenttohercar,putonthesafetybeltand

carefullyjoinedtheroadheadingoff.Meanwhile

Lukeandtheofficerslaughedcountingthemoney...

Luke:packthesestupidconeswearegoingtohave

thebestsaturday

Man:dipatjiiiiii

Man2:tsafeloooo

Theylaughedsingingandpackedtheirthingswhile

twodroveinthepolicecarasLukeandtheother

onedroveintheprivatecar.



AttheDuncan's...

Saintheldtwomugsofhotchoclateinhishands

andusedhiselbowtoopenhissister'sbedroom

door...

Saint:knockknockimalreadyinandbeforeyou

shoutatmeihavesomehottieforyou

Apple:(smiledbraidingherhair)youarelucky

becauseyouhavemyfavorite

Saint:howyouperfectlybraidyourhairlikethisstill

amazesme

Apple:youseeuswomennehwehavesupernatural

powers(theylaughed)sowhatdoyouwant?Iknow

youcan'tjustmakemehottie

Saint:(satdownandtookasip)iwantedustotalk

aboutmomanddad'srelationship

Apple:(tookasip)idon'tunderstandwhymomis

stillhangingonthismarriagewhileshecanseeits

notworkingforherdadisalwaysawaysoit's



obvioushehasasideoutthere

Saint:howaboutwehelpmom?

Apple:whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Saint:yougetthatguywhohasacrushonyouto

usehisskillstotapdad'sphonewhileontheother

handigetreallyclosetodadandstartinsiston

goingoutwithhimeachtimeheleavesthehouse

Apple:betheannoyinglastborn(theylaughed)but

youknowthatguyisgoingtowantmetoagreeto

gooutwithhimonadateSaintandidon'tlikehim

thatmuch

Saint:onedatewouldn'thurtsiscomeon

Apple:wellit'sforourmothersoidon'tmind

Saint:goodgirl

Apple:butwhatifdadhasanotherphone?

Saint:itwillbemytasktofindout

Apple:good.

Saint:doyouthinkhecheatsbecausemomcan't

haveherownchildren?



Apple:really?Afterbeingmarriedforsolongcome

onbroit'ssomethingdeeperthanthatmaybehe

feelslikemomislazy

Saint:totellthetruthfromamaleperspective,she

is.Yesigetshe'sahousewifebutshehastodo

something

Apple:igetyourpointandiagreewithyouthat's

whyiwanttostarthavingmomdoafewthingsin

thehouse.AuntyPatiencehastaughtmetocookso

imgoingtoteachmomsomeofherrecipes

Saint:good.Cheerstosavingourparent'smarriage

Apple:cheersbrother

Theychuckledclickingtheirmuggsandtooksips

andcontinuedtocatchup.

AtTitus'shouse...

Hewipedhisfiancee'sfeetaftermassagingthem



whileshesalivatedaftertakingabitefroma

strawberrythatwasdippedinjam...

Titus:idon'tunderstandhowyouenjoythat

Lesedi:it'ssosweetandnicebabeyohplusyour

sonlovesitsomuch

Titus:(kissedthe8monthsbelly)ican'twaitto

meetthechamp

Lesedi:Ijustwanthimoutofmeimtired

Titus:shamesorrylove.Tomorrowweshaveright

Lesedi:yessir.Mmh,iheardyouspeakingtoMaya

yesterday

Titus:yeahshewantedmoney

Lesedi:why?

Titus:shehasaschoolfeesdebtandtomake

thingsworsetheyretrenchedheratwork

Lesedi:bathongMaya,whydidn'tyougiveherbabe

wehavemoneymoss



Titus:that'smoneyforthebabyloveplusyouknow

wearestillsavingfortheweddinglovesowecan't

keepgoingbackandagainyouknowhowPrecious

wouldbeshouldsheknowwetooksomemoney

fromwhatshegaveus

Lesedi:butMayaisyoursisteraswell.Takefrom

yoursavingsloveidon'tunderstandwhyyouguys

havetotreatMayalikeanoutcast.Evenanadopted

childdoesn'tgettreatedlikethis.Youknowhow

MayastruggledwithHerbertafterPreciousmade

yourmomtomakehermoveoutwhenshewasonly

twoweeksandwithAprilshespentonlyaweekin

Mochudiyouguysaresounfair.Leavemealone

Titus:heebanna

Lesedi:firstofallyouareworkingTitusiknowyou

don'tearnalotbutMayaisyourbloodsister(got

teary)whyareyoudoingthistoher?

Titus:babedoyouwanttocrynow?

Lesedi:yesbecausethat'smychild'saunt,infact

theonlypersoniwouldtrustwithmychildinthis

family(startedcrying)youguysarebeingunfairon



Mayawhathasshedonetoy'alltodeservethiskind

oftreatment?Geez

Shesaidsniffingwipinghertearsmakingherway

tothebedroomwithherbigbellywhileTitussat

thereshocked...

Titus:pregnantwomenandtheirhormones

Lesedi:iheardyou.TreatyoursisterrightTitusah.

Legoneoyegorekalegapu(gobuyawatermelon)

Sheclickedhertonguewipinghertears.

InMochudi...

Lucasspoketothephonefacingtheotherway

whileHerbertfinishedbuyingfromthetuckshop...



Lucas:surewewillvideochatlaterbye(hehungup)

Herbet:(smiled)wasthatyourgirlfriend?

Lucas:(laughed)yousillyboy,nojustmystudy

buddy

Herbert:ok(gavehimalollipop)happybirthday

Lucas:awwthankyoubuddybutmybirthdaywas

lastweekbutimhappyyouremembered

Herbert:iwillneverforgetit.It'sjustthatimsadwe

didn'tgo

Lucas:sorryman

Herbert:whydoesyourmomhateus?

Lucas:that'sastrongwordbuddy

Herbert:okwhydoesn'tshelikeus?

Lucas:ihonestlydon'tknowanditdoesn'tsitwell

withmeHerbybecauseilovehangingoutwithyou

Herbert:andyoursisterdoesn'tlikeApril

Lucas:theyaretheonlyoneswhoknowwhythey

don'tlikeyouguys



Herbert:whydon'tyoumoveinwithusyouwill

sleeponmyspaceiwillsleeponthefloor

Lucas:(laughed)youaresosweetHerbyyourmom

isluckytohaveyou

Herbert:iloveseeingpeoplehappy

Lucas:that'sgood.Idotoothat'swhyimalways

excitedtobewithyouguys

Herbert:soyouaregoingtomovein?

Lucas:iwillthinkaboutmovinginbutiwillalways

visit

Herbert:awesomeican'twaittoshowyouallmy

toys

Lucas:butyouknowbookscomefirstright?

Herbert:mhem

HesaidnoddingsuckingonhislollipopwhileLucas

smiledsuckingonhisaswell.



AtMaya'shouse...

ShesmiledseeingBianca'scarinheryardand

parkednexttoitwhiletheyopenedthewindows...

Bianca:mmahowlongdoyoutakefromMochudi

tohere?Wewereeventhinkingofleavingyou

Maya:bathongihadtomakesuremykidswereok

Lewis:weknowyouhavekidsbuttimegirltime

Maya:sorryloveletmechangethenwego

Lewis:haaachange?Nnyammayouwillchangeat

myhouseyoucanseeimnotreadyyetaswell

Maya:whydidn'tyougetreadyakereiwouldhave

driventhere

Lewis:wearehelpingyousavepetroltogoaround

droppingapplicationsandyouthrowthehelpback

onourfaces?

Maya:(laughed)yohsorrymmaLewisletmetake

mythingsthen



Bianca:bequickpelegamagoduagolofaatlagore

udubatsa(beforethievesofthisplaceattackus)

Maya:wowB(shesaidgoinginside)

Lewis:(closedthewindows)girleratadustgoreah

Bianca:idon'tunderstandwhyshedoesn'tmove.

Howwillshefindaseriousmanwhilelivingina

houselikethisyohwhentheysaidpickfriendswe

decidedtopickexamples

Lewis:(laughed)don'tbeharsh

Bianca:aimanLewishowlonghavewebeentrying

togetthisgirltoupherstandards?Imthiscloseto

tellingheroffnna

Lewis:understandthateveryfriendshipgroup

alwayshasthat1kokoyasetswana

TheylaughedoutloudwhileMayalockedherhouse

andgotinthecar...

Maya:sowhat'sthejokeiwannalaughaswell?



Bianca:nevermindthat,todayrenwakawena

akerebaaaaabes

Maya:ahah

Lewis:yesMaya,Biancaisalwaysfindingbuyers

it'syourturntonight

Maya:ithoughtwearegoingtoababyshower

Lewis:akeregotlaabogonalebomankoo(there

willbementhereisn'tit)soyouwillhavetoscore

menfordrinksattheclub

Maya:(laughed)whatadifficultyessirihearyou

butontherealthoughwhenareyoubuyingLewis?

Lewis:imnotcheapgakerekwekaglasstsetwo

tsasexonthebitchhoneybuymeaflightticketto

andfromDubaithenwewilltalk

TheyladieslaughedoutloudwithBiancadriving

outoftheyardwhileLewisflippedhispretendhair.

Atagolfcourse...



Lovemoresmiledclickinghiswhiskeyglasswith

hisfriendafterscoring...

Morris:niceshot

Lovemore:thanksbuddy

Morris:how'sthewife?

Lovemore:busywithherexpensivepartiesyou

knowhowwomenare.Oneoftheirfriendsishaving

ababyshowersotheyhavewentallout

Morris:eatingtheirmen'shardearnedmoney

Lovemore:wellwhatdoweworkfor

Morris:(laughed)yeahnehiwouldratherspendmy

moneyonanothermanbecauseiknowhewilluse

itwisely

Lovemore:yeahrightjustliketheonewhoranaway

Morris:hewasanidiotthatoneitwashisfirsttime

seeingsomuchmoney



Lovemore:(laughed)youthink.Anywaywhenisthe

cargoarriving?

Morris:Tuesday

Lovemore:greatyouhavemadesuresecurityisset

atOkanvagoright?

Morris:yeahipaideveryonewhohastobepaidand

theirbalanceswillbepaidwhenourmerchandise

arrives

Lovemore:musictomyearsbecausethelastthing

wewantistodissapointourbuyersassoonasall

thepartsarrivetheboyswillbestartingtoputthem

together

Morris:perfectcheerstomakingmoremoney

Lovemore:cheerstomoremoneyandhopefullyyou

findingabetterboyfriend

Theylaughedandwentforanotherround.

InMochudi...



Nyashafinishedwashingthedishesandheadedto

thebedroom.Sheopenedthedoorandstoodtheir

withafrownonherfaceasshefoundAprilfiddling

withherphone...

Nyasha:(foldedherarms)kgm-kgm

Apriljumpedstartledandwentonherbedas

Nyashaclosedthedoor...

Nyasha:isthatyourproperty?

April:imsorry

Nyasha:ididnotaskyoutoapologiseisaidisthat

yourproperty

April:iwasjust...

Nyasha:comehere

April:im...



Nyasha:shutupandcomehere!(clickedhertongue)

yourmothercan'tevenaffordaphonethatcosts

halfofthepriceofthisoneandyouthinkyoucan

putyourfilthycookingoilfingersonit.Foolish!

Shesaidslappingherandstartedpinchingher

thighsasAprilcriedforhelp...

April:(crying)mama!Mama!

^

^

^

^

^
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Nyasha:whydoyoutouchthingsthatarenotyours

why!?

Shesaidpinningherheadonthepillowwithher

facedownandstrangledherfromthebag.

ScreamingwhilefailingtobreathNyashapulled

downherpantsandgrabbedherflopandstarted

smackingherlittlebutt...

Nyasha:doyouknowwhatitentailsformeto

unblockthisphoneshouldyoublockit!?

ShesaidcontinuouslybeatingherwhilelittleApril

triedtofightcallinghermother.Hearingthecry

LucasandHerbertranintothehouseandtothe

roomasLucaskickedthedooropen...

Lucas:Nyasha!Areyoucrazy?Areyoucrazy

Nyashathisisachild!



HesaidgrabbingahystericallycryingAprilwho

massagedherburningbumwhileHerbertheavily

breathed,angry...

Herbert:whyareyoubeatingmysisterlikethat?

Why!?

HesaidtryingtopushNyashabutNyashaslapped

himwiththebackofherhandashefelldownand

burstintotears...

Lucas:Nyashastopit!

Nyasha:ifoundthatpeasantgoingthroughmy

phonewhatwasshelookingforinitthatbelongsto

her?

Lucas:whycouldn'tyoureprimandherlikeachild

sheisinsteadofbeatingher?Thesearenotyour

childrenNyasha.Insteadofbeatingthemlikethis

youshouldbeprotectingthemsothattheyknow

theyaresafewithouttheirmotherwhat'swrong



withyou?ImsosorryApril,comehereHerby

HesaidsittingdownwithAprilholdingontighton

himwhileHerbertputhisheaddownonhislap...

Nyasha:imnotheretolookafteranyone'schild

theyshouldjuststayawayfrommythings(she

clickedhertongue)

Rona:what'sgoingoninhere?Icanhearyournoise

fromthegate.Ileaveforanhourandyouare

alreadyfighting.Whyarethechildrencrying?

Lucas:askyourfavoritegrandchild

Rona:don'tspeaktomelikethatLucaswhat

happened?

Nyasha:ibeatthem

Rona:whatdidtheydo?BanabagaMayakanaba

tenalebone(Maya'schildrencanbeannoyingas

well)(Lucaslookedatherinshock)

Nyasha:thisonetriedtogothroughmyphoneand



ithassecuritypasswordsimagineifsheblockedit

Rona:ahahAprilwhatgivesyoutherighttogo

throughNyasha'sphonewithoutherpermission?

Herlittleheartskippedabeatasshetightlyheldon

toLucas...

Rona:ishouldneverhearthatyoudidthesame

thingagaindoyouhearme?Aprilimtalkingtoyou!

Lucas:sheheardyouah

Rona:(clickedhertongue)comeNyasha

TheyleftclosingthedoorbehindthemasHerbert

sniffedwipinghistears...

Lucas:sorryok(henodded)

April:(softly)imscarediwanttogobacktomama

Lucas:don'tworryiwillmakesureyouaresafe



Herbert:canshesleepwithus?

Lucas:yesit'snotaproblem

Herbert:(heldhissister'sback)didyouhearthat?

Lucasisgoingtomakesurethatweareok

April:(sniffed)iwantmama

Lucas:iwillcallherinthemorningdon'tworryi

believeshe'salreadyinGaboroneandwedon't

wanthertowastepetrolright

April:ok

Lucas:doyouguyswantsomecake?

Herbert:butit'sforyouandyoursister

Lucas:don'tbesillyHerbyyouaremyyounger

siblingssowhat'smineisyourscomelet'sgohave

someanddon'tbescaredtoeatit

HetookHerbert'shandandcarriedAprilgoingto

thekitchenwheretheyfoundNyashaandtheir

grandmotherlaughingatavideosheshowedheron

tik-tok.StillcarryingAprilLucasopenedthefridge



andtookoutthecake...

Rona:issheunabletowalk?(Hedidn'trespond)

Nyasha:whatareyoudoingwiththatcake?(He

didn'trespond)Lucasthatisourcakenota

community'scake

HeeyedherandstartedcuttingwhileHerbertstood

behindhim...

Nyasha:Lucasidareyoutogivethesepeopleour

food

Rona:Lucasyoursisteristalkingtoyou

Lucas:youareseriouslygoingtocryforsome

bread?GrowupNyashaandasforyougrannyyou

shouldknowbetterthanwhatyouaredoing

Heputthecakebackinthefridgeandgavethe

childrentheirsastheywenttothelivingroom...



Nyasha:grannyareyougoingtolethimtalktoyou

likethat?

Rona:justlethimbelet'swatchthevideos

Nyashashookherheadandopenedhertik-tok

againastheylaughed.

AtBounceLand...

DuncanJrbouncedwithotherkidswhilehis

parentswatchedhimfromadistancehavingtheir

snacks...

Patience:whenareyougoinghome?Duncanandi

wanttohaveouralonetimeatthehotel(they

laughed)

Duncan:soyouarechasingmeaway?



Patience:mhemyourwifeiswaitingforyouat

home

Duncan:wow,imgoinglaterbabe

Patience:ok

Duncan:ihavebeenthinkinglove

Patience:about?

Duncan:youstartingsomethingsmallforyourself

andgetyouasecondhandcaryouknow.Ihonestly

don'tlikeseeingmywomanusingpublictransport

allthetime

Patience:whatwillwesaytoyourwife?

Duncan:weusethemoneyiputinDuncan's

accountisn'tit

Patience:nothat'sforhiseducationlovewecan't

touchit

Duncan:there'salotofmoneyinthereanda

secondhandcardoesn'tcostthatmuch.Wejust

needa100Kforthecarandanybusinessyou

wouldliketostart.Iwillhavereplacedthe100Kby

theendoftheyear



Patience:ifyousaysobutwhatcarwillibegetting

andwhichbusinesswillistart?

Duncan:iwasthinkingsinceyouarepassionate

aboutfoodwecanusethatrouteyouknowandget

youamobilekitchenandforthecaryoucangeta

vitsorsomething

Patience:okthenwhowillberunningthekitchen

whileiworkatyourhouse?

Duncan:allyouhavetodoiswriteyourrecipes

downandhiretwopeopleiwillpaythemfor3

monthsthentakeoverafteryouhaveaccumulated

theenoughcash

Patience:(smiled)okbutwhatdoisaytomadam

aboutthecar?

Duncan:howlonghaveyoubeenworkingwithus?

Patience:sinceApplewasasmallbabyso18years

Duncan:yesyoujusttellheryouhavebeenputting

awayP200everymonthforacarsinceyouhave

beenworkingthat'slike40Kplus,enoughtobuya

car



Patience:(smiled)goodthinking

Duncan:yeahandyouearnenoughtoputawaythat

200moss

Patience:yesdaddyandihaveactuallybeen

puttingitawayit'sP43200now

Duncan:thisiswhyiloveyou,youthinkahead,

comehere

TheykissedandchuckledasDuncanJrcame

running.

THATEVENING

Atagarden...

Everyonewearingwhitewiththeirallkindsof

shadesofemeraldgreengracedtheeventasthe

ladiesplayedgameswiththemothertobewhilethe

malesatatanexclusivespotwaitingfortheparty



tobegin.Biancadroveinhercarandparkedwhile

Lewistookthelastsipofhisginandtonic...

Lewis:y'allseewhywearelate?

Maya:who'sfaultisthat?

Bianca:hecouldn'tmakeuphismindonwhatto

wearsoheshouldn'tdare

Lewis:aladyisallowedtochangehermindallthe

time(theylaughed)fixmeadrinkandstoptalking

toomuch

Mayafixedhimthedrinkandfixedforherselfand

Biancaaswell...

Lewis:mmhtsalaareyousureyouwerenota

bartenderinyourpreviouslifeyourmixiologyskills

aretodiefor(theylaughed)

Maya:let'sgoandstopbeingsilly

Bianca:ithinkweshouldjustgotothemen



Lewis:nowewillseethemafterlet'sgodropthe

gifts

TheygotoutofthecarwithLewisinemeraldskinny

jeans,awhitepoloneckandwhitesneakers.He

reallyhadanicelybuiltbodywithaniceclean

germancut.Biancaworewhitejeansandagreen

topwithalongwhitefurcoatwhiteMayaworea

shortwinteremeralddressandawhitelongcoatas

wellwithblackhighkneeboots.Theymadetheir

waywhereeveryoneseatedandputtheirgiftsdown

aftertheirnamesgotconfirmintheinviteelist...

Mc:okeveryonethatwillbeallfortoday'sevents

Bianca:(whispered)yousee,weshouldhavejust

wenttothemen

Lewis:sssh

Mc:ihopeourladyofthemomentishappy(she

smilednodding)good.Nowwecangohavefood,

waitersarewaitingtoserveyouallandbehappy



andpartyyournightaway,menyoucanjoinusnow

Theylaughedaseveryonemadetheirwaytothe

servingpoint.Thetriogottheirfoodandpickeda

spottositandhadtheirfoodcatchingup.A

gentlemanwearingwhiteskinnyjeans,agreenshirt

andagreenkuanmadehiswaytothem.Wellbuilt

andbasketballtall...

Man:evening

Bianca:(flippedherhairandsmiled)ohheythere

(Mayajustwavedandcontinuedtoeat)

Man:mayihaveaseat?

Lewis:ohperfectenglishcomesitnexttome(they

laughed)

Man:ok(hesatbetweenhimandMayawhowas

focusedonthefood)

Bianca:don'tmindhimhe'sanenglishteacherso

yeahyoucanexpectthatfromhim



Lewis:wowBreally

Man:ohok.MynameisMopati

Bianca:(stretchedoutherhand)mynameisBianca

thesetwoaremyfriendsLewisandMaya

Lewis:hi,Biancaletgoofthehandiwannagreetas

well(theylaughedastheyshookhishand)

Maya:imsorryican'tshakeyourhandmyhands

areoily

Mopati:(smiled)it'sok,iseeyouloveyourfood

Maya:ohyesido

Mopati:nothingbeautifullikeawomanwholovesa

goodplateitmeansshecookswell

Maya:(chuckled)thanks,iguess

Mopati:nicenameyouhavethough(Lewis&

Biancaeyedoneanother)

Maya:ohthankyou,yousaidyoursisMopatiright?

Mopati:correct

Maya:itsniceaswell



Mopati:ihopeyouarenotjustsaying

Maya:(laughedcoveringhermouth)nocomeon

Man:ahbroihavebeenlookingforyouallover

kanteyouarebusychillingwithbosis'bhuti

Lewis:(choked)excuseme?

Man:youheardme

Bianca:Lewisholdyourself

Lewis:whatfor?Sorrypapadoyouknowusthat

youcancomehereandstartcallingusnames?

Man:sisbhutiiwasn'ttalkingtoyou,bruhwhat...

Lewis:sisbhutioraadithalatsagarragotsedisa

lekaneng(sisbhutiareyourfather'suneven

testicles)(theothersgasped)

Man:excuseme!?

Lewis:youheardme

Man:youjustdidn't

Lewis:wagodirajangjaanong?(Whatareyougoing

todoaboutit)



Man:mxm,Mopatiletsgobeforeigetmore

annoyedyouseewhyidon'tlikemixingwiththese

people

Maya:thisisourfriendsirwhatdoyoumean"these

people"putrespecttohissexualityjustasyou

wouldlikehimtorespectyouasaheterosexual

man

Bianca:exactly

Mopati:comeonbrodon'tbelikethat,apologise

(hewinkedathim)

Man:(clearedhisthroat)okokimsorryiwasoutof

linejustthatiwaslookingforhimanddidn'tknow

wherehewas.Canicomesitnexttoyou?

Bianca:yeahsurebutneverinyourlifesaysuch

thingstoanotherhumanbeingbecauseyoudon't

knowwhattheyarecapableof

Man:(smiled)yeah,whereareyoufrom?

Lewis:ithinkineedadrink,Maya

Maya:okfriend

Man:aorra



Lewis:olapisagoremonnakewenaah(youare

annoying)

HesaidleavingasMayafollowedhimwhileMopati

checkedherout.TheyremainedwithBiancaand

chatwhileMayaandLewisfixeddrinks.Theyjoined

themagainastheyfinishedeating...

Mopati:weareplanningtogotoaclubdon'tyou

guyswanttocomealong?

Lewis:it'sstillearlyforaclub

Mopati:wewanttosecureanicevipspot

Lewis:whichclubtobeprecise?

Mopati:Cigar

Lewis:doyouknowhowmuchavipspotcosts

there?

Mopati:yeswegothereallthetime

Lewis:elegoreoberekakaeherraetsho?(Whatdo

youdo)



Mopati:(chuckled)don'tworryaboutthatonejust

knowthaticanaffordit

Lewis:(curvedhislips)yeswenamrspender

Mopati:mmhsowhatdoyouladiessay?Maya?I

meaneverythingwillbeonus

Bianca:ohweareon

Mopati:perfect.Soiguesswewillgowithmycar

then

Lewis:ohhellnowecandriveourselvesthere

Mopati:comeonitwouldbeeasiertogettoknow

oneanotheronourwaythere

Lewis:nonoiwouldratherfollowyouguyswithour

carlebatlagodirangwanawagamangmmapula

(whodoyouwanttoditch)(theylaughed)

Man:youaresosilly

Lewis:andistilldon'tlikeyou.Girlsbesafethese

menshouldnotbefunnyontheway

Maya:wearebiggirlsLewisao



TheylaughedheadingtoMopati'sbenzwhileLewis

gotinBianca'sMazda.Preciousturnedfromwhere

shewasstandingashereyeslandedonMaya

gettinginthefrontseatoftheG63MercedesBenz

andscoffed...

Precious:boMayabautlwanalegoithekisashame

wagotlaaimilegape(Mayaenjoysbeinga

prostitute,she'sgoingtofallpregnantagain)

Shesaidjoiningtheotherladiesandwhiledriving

outLewisspottedafewyoungmenhavingtheir

drinks.Hestoppedandrolleddownthewindow...

Lewis:pssthey,you

Guy:me?

Lewis:yescomeletsgo

Guy:where?

Lewis:areyekeyegogothubampakabojalwajwa



sekgoaolesegobuathata.Blacklabeldoesn'tlook

goodonyou(let'sgohavesomegooddrinksand

stoptalkingtoomuch)

Guy:(smiled)secondroundmajita

Withoutaskinganymorequestionshehoppedinthe

carleavinghisfriends...

Lewis:youlooknice

Guy:youtooandsmellnicetoo

Lewis:yourfacelooksfamiliarthough

Guy:(noticedwhohewas)ahnomaybeyouare

mistakingmeforsomeone

Lewis:mmhanywayyoucanputanykindofmusic

youlike

Theguysmiledconnectinghisbluetoothwhile

Lewissmiledlookingathim.



AttheDuncan's...

LornaputthelastdishonthetablewhileAppleand

Saintsmiled...

Saint:looksgoodmama

Lorna:thankyoubabyihopeyourdadenjoysthem.

Isn'thegettinginthehousethough

AsshesaidthedooropenedasDuncanwentinand

frowned...

Duncan:evening

Lorna:hiloveimadeussomefood

Duncan:(scoffed)you?Cook?No

Apple:sheactuallydiddad,lookallofthesewere

madebyherhands



Saint:icanattesttothatdad

Duncan:ohwowoklet'stasteandseeifyoureally

didagoodjob

Lorna:great

TheytooktheirseatsasDuncansmileddiggingin.

Thetastewasveryfamiliarasheclearedhisthroat

andtookanapkin...

Duncan:ahnotoomuchsaltinthepastaLornai

willrathergobathandhaveasandwichlater

Lorna:uhu

Apple:ahdadthesaltisjustokinhere

Duncan:youandiarenotthesameagenanasomy

tastebudshavematured.Excuseme

Hesaidtakinghisthingsgoingupwhilethetrio

lookedatoneanother...



Lorna:itoldyouthiswasabadidea

Apple:idon'tunderstandcozwedideverythingasit

isonAuntyPatience'srecipebook

Lorna:ihavelostmyappetiteaswell

Saint:aomamacomeon

Shesighedandleftthemwhilethesiblingssighed

butcontinuedtoeat.

Attheclub...

MopatiandMayasatnexttoeachotherwhile

BiancasatwithMopati'sfriendandLewissatwith

thesnackhepickedfromthegarden...

Bianca:whenarethedrinkscomingbathongwe

havebeenwaiting



Mopati:justnow

Hesnappedatthewaiterandwinkedathim.The

waitercheckedhiscoastandreachedinhisback

pocketandtookoutacapsule.Heopeneditand

emptiedthepowderinoneofthecocktailsandtook

ittotheirtable.Hegavethementheirdrinks,then

BiancaandthenMayalast...

Mopati:thankyoubuddy.Pleasemakesureour

platterisonstandbyok

Waiter:yessir(hewalkedaway)

Maya:whatdrinkisthis?

Mopati:theycallitvirginmary

Maya:hmmok

Shesmiledliftingtheglasstohermouthwhile

Mopatismiledlookingathertakingasipfromhis

whiskey.



^

^

^

^

^
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Attheclub...

Mayaclearedherthroatandputthedrinkdown

withouttakingasipasMopatifrownedlookingat

her...

Mopati:iseverythingok?

Maya:mhem



Mopati:thenwhyareyounotdrinkingyourdrink?

Maya:(smiled)idon'tdrinkopendrinks

Bianca:haiboMaya?

Maya:youknowthataswellBianca

Lewis:youarestartingwithyourannoying

tendenciesright?

Maya:excusemeforhavingstandardsand

principlesthatistickto

Man:warechomelajaanong(youarespeaking

englishnow)

Mopati:aoguysdon'tbelikethat,butthisaclub

Mayatheymixdrinksforyou

Maya:icandrinkwhiskeyaswellbutimnotinthe

moodforwhiskeytodaysolethimbringme

savannas

Mopati:who'sgoingtoopenforyou?

Maya:wepaidforthisspotandtheserviceright?

Sohewillbringmeabottleopener,cleanglasswith

lemonslicesandmysavannas



Mopati:(sighed)okhowmanydoyouwant?

Maya:sixfornow

Mopati:ok(snappedhisfingers)pleasebringthe

lady6savannasok,youdon'ttakeopendrinksas

well?

Bianca:ohhellnokeepthecocktailscoming

Mopati:youheardthelady

TheguytookMaya'sdrinkawaywhileBiancakept

drinkinghers...

Mopati:sowhatdoyoudo?

Maya:imcurrentlyunemployed.Igotretrenchedon

Friday

Mopati:ohimreallysorrytohearthat.Abeautiful

ladylikeyoudoesn'tdeservetobeunemployed.Got

anykids?

Maya:yes2beautifulkids



Mopati:hmmisee.Youmustreallyadorethem

Maya:alot,theyaremyworld.Forthemidon't

mindkilling

Mopati:yeahneh.Sowhatifyougotoacocktail

partywithnosavanna?

Maya:iknowhowtomixcocktailsmyself

Mopati:whatiftheydon'tallowyou?

Maya:iwillgotoabargrabasixpack,gohome

andwatchcartoonswithmykidswhiledrinkingmy

savanna

Mopati:wowadescplinedwomanyouare

Maya:yetalotofpeopletakemeforafool.

Mopati:ihopeyoudon'tthinkitakeyouforone

Maya:notatall,notatall

Mopati:awesome.Sinceyouknowhowtomix

cocktailsandareunemployedwouldyoumindifi

hookedyouupwithafriendofminewhoownsa

restaurant?

Maya:iwouldtakeanythingthatcomesmywayas



longasitslegit

Mopati:greatiwilltalktoherandgetbacktoyou

Maya:ihopeyoumeanit

Mopati:let'swaitfortomorrowee

Maya:cool.Whatdoyoudo?

Mopati:imasoldier

Maya:(laughed)ohok

Mopati:what?

Maya:mybabydaddywaspartoftheforcesoim

notreallyenticedbythem

Mopati:(lickhislips)imdifferent

Maya:yeahright

Shesaidcarefullypouringhersavannainaglass

lookingatwhatwashappeninginitasshepoured.

Itcheckedoutasshetookasipandsighed...

Mopati:yawela?(Goingdowngood)



Maya:hittingalltherightspots

Mopati:sosincey'alldrinkingwhowillbedriving

y'allbackhome?

Maya:onceigetbehindthewheeligetsoberso

theyknowtheyaresafewithme

Mopati:oitsesavannasentle?

Maya:savannahasnoproblemthat'swhyidrinkit

unlesstherewillbeotherthingsaddedinit

Mopati:ooh

Maya:yeah.Soyouseriousyouareasoldier?

Mopati:imadoctoratthebarrackshospitalbut

yeahihavetoberegisteredasasoldierfirst

Maya:ohok

Mopati:stillnotenticed?

Maya:canwestoptheserioustalkandhavefun?

Mopati:okbutonelastquestion

Maya:yes?

Mopati:whatareyourqualifications?



Maya:imapublicrelationsandpoliticalsciences

graduate

Mopati:ohniceok.Let'shavefunlikeyousay

Maya:thankyou,ooohthat'smysong

Shestoodupholdingherdrinkandmovedherwaist

whileMopatisatbackandsniffedlookingathis

friend.HeseemedtobewinningwithBiancawhile

Lewiswasbusywithhissnack.Whatdidhehaveto

dotogetMayatowherehewantedherwasthe

questionhekeptaskinghimselfbecauseshe

seemedtobeverysmartthanheanticipated.

AttheDuncan's...

Duncancameoutoftheshowerandfrowned

seeinghiswifeinbed...

Duncan:uhuithoughtyouwouldbewiththe



childrendownstairshavingdinner

Lorna:whathaveidonetoyou?

Duncan:mma?

Lorna:whathaveidonetoyouforyoutotreatme

likethis?

Duncan:treatyouhowbabe?

Lorna:youareneverhomeonFridaysDuncanand

youcomebacklateonSaturdays

Duncan:babeitoldyouFridaysandsaturday

afternoonsareformeandJoshuatogothroughour

weeklyprogress

Lorna:soitsthathecticthatyoucan'ttalktothe

phoneforaminuteatleast?

Duncan:atleastialwayscomebackhomelove

comehere

Lorna:noDuncanareyoucheatingonme?

Duncan:wouldibelikethisifiwascheatingonyou?



Hesaidshowingherhisbonerwhilebitinghislower

lip.Lornafeltherbeanthrobinstantlybyjust

lookingattheboner.Ithadbeenquitesometime

sinceshefeltgood...

Lorna:(swallowed)but...

Duncan:butnothinglovecomehere(hekissedher

neck)

Lorna:ooohDuncan

Duncan:youlikeit?

Lorna:itfeelsgoodtobetouched

Shesaidsoftlymoaningasheputhishandinher

undiesandsoftlyrubbedherwhilesherolledher

eyesbitingherlowerlip.

AtTitus'shouse...



HegotintobedasLesedicarefullyturned...

Titus:aobabyyouarestillmadatme?

Lesedi:didyousendMayamoney?

Titus:nolovewespokeaboutthis

Lesedi:TitusiaskedyoutosendMayamoney

Titus:she'sprobablyoutitsasaturdayandyou

knowhowherfriendsare

Lesedi:okyouwillsendherinthemorninganduntil

thenimnottalkingtoyou

Titus:aobaby,okiwillsendherinthemorningisn't

thatenoughforyou?

Lesedi:youknowwhattheysayaboutactionsand

words

Titus:sincewhendon'tyoutrustthatiwould?

Lesedi:sinceyoutoldyoursisteryoucan'thelp

whileyoucan.Iwanttosleepgoodnight

Titus:butifeellikeablowjoblovecomeon



Lesedi:(scoffed)stopbeindsilly

Titus:oktlaketsenyenkofelaee(letmejustputin

thetip)

Lesedi:Titusyouareanidiot

Titus:imissbeinginyouhoney

Lesedi:youaregoingtomakemehornyandim8

monthspregnantTitus

Titus:ipromisetobegentleandcareful

Lesedi:Titusimhea...(shegaspedashetouched

hercoochie)Godofholdings

Titusgiggledbitinghislowerlipsoftlyrubbingher

asshemoanedwhilehismachineslowlybuldged.

AttheKavimba's...

Preciousfinishedapplyinghernightcreamandgot

intobedinhersilksleepingdresswhileher



husbandscrolleddownhismediaaccounts...

Precious:youwon'tbelievewhathappenedatthe

babyshowerlove(scoffed)Mayaandherfriends

literallycamelateandminuteslateraftereatingthe

foodweboughtwithourhardearnedmoney(he

lookedatherandbackonhisphone)theyleftand

MayagotinsideaG63waitseimtherelikewho

doesthisgirlthinkisgoingtohelpherraiseathird

child?Waitsepeasantscanbeannoying,allthey

knowisopentheirthighsandleteverytomanddick

finishthemoffandleavethempregnant.Maya

behaveslikesomeonewho'snotagraduate,waitse

Modimocanblessthewrongpeople?Likewhydid

hehavetogiveMayaallthebrainsifshecan'tuse

them?Galapekewhitehorse?Doesshefindjoyin

givingbirth?(Clappedonce)iwashonestlyshocked.

Legoneshockedisanunderstatementiwas

appalled.AnywayhowwasyourSaturdayafternoon,

ohthekidsaresafelyinMochudiloveiwassobusy

andforgottoinformyou

Lovemore:sothat'sallyouknowneh?



Precious:huh?

Lovemore:totalkaboutMayaandhowmuchofa

failuresheis?

Precious:aolovewearehavingaconversationhere

Lovemore:doyourealiseyouaretalkingabout

someonewhoworkshardtogetthroughaday?

Someonewithtwokidsandnobabydaddy?Butall

youseeishowmuchofafailureand

embarrassmentsheis.Yourownsister?(Scoffed

puttinghisphonedown)yeahnoireallychosea

wifewhenichoseyou

Precious:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Lovemore:goodnight

Hesaidswitchingoffthesidelamponhissideand

sighedclosinghiseyeswhilePreciouslookedat

himoutofwords.

INTHEWEEHOURSOFTHEMORNING



Alongtheroad...

WiththemusicplayingloudlyLukeandhisfriends

drovetooneofthefriend'shousewithquartsof

blacklabelalloverthecar.Twoblackedoutashe

remainedwiththedriverandtheotherguy.Helita

cigaretteandtooktwopuffsashisfriendtookit

fromhim...

Luke:(wasted)ahdawg

Man:fuckoffiknowit'syourbitch'smoneybutse

ipeebotsetsikakwae(don'tkeepthecigaretteon

you)

Luke:ahnodon'tyoudaretalktomyqueenlikethat

(chuckled)thatoneismyrideordie.Whenipick

thephoneandsaybabyimintroublecomesaveme

shekeepsrunningbecausesheknowswhy?

Withoutmeshewouldn'thavehadthosebeautiful

children.Ahnomagangmychildrenarebeautifuli



don'twannalie.MyHerbyandApril

Helaughedwhilethedrivergrabbedthecigarette

fromtheotherguy...

Man:ahnoyoushouldaskme

Driver:isthisyourcigarette?

Luke:(burped)lelwelakwae?(Sang)ohmybaby

ba(e)ndover-oooh

Man:nothat'sbesidesthepoint

Driver:ahheydon'tdie

Man:don'tdiemyfootgivemethatcigarette

Driver:dudeimdrivinghere

Man:idon'tgiveadamn,tsisakwaebruh!

Driver:monnaleavemealone

Man:isaidbringthatfuckingcigarette!



Hesaidgrabbingthesteeringwheelwhichmoved

thewheelsasthecarinstantlylostcontrol.It

startedspinningaroundwiththemandasthedriver

hitthebrakesitjumpedandoverturnedrollinginto

thebush.

Attheclub...

Itwasaround3amastheydecidedtoleave.A

heavilywastedBiancawalkedwiththehelpof

Mopati'sfriendwhileLewisandhisboyfollowed

them.MopatiandMayacamelastasMayafrowned

seeingMopati'sfriendputBiancainthebackseat

oftheBenz...

Maya:andthen?

Mopati:wearegoingtomyhouseisn'tit?

Maya:ofcoursenot.Sorryrraetshopleasetakemy

friendoutofthatcar

Mopati:aoMayacan'tyouseeyourfriendiswasted?



Maya:itoldyouiwillbeabletodriveushome.I

havebeendrinkingwatersoimok

Mopati:Mayamma

Maya:imserious.Oklet'ssaywegowithy'allwhat

aboutmyotherfriend?

Mopati:hecamewiththecarforareasonright?

Maya:youcanseehe'swastedwithhisboyfriend

Mopatiimnotthatkindoffriend.Bianca,friend

comebaby

Bianca:(inaudible)

Maya:noBiancawearegoinghome

Man:(whispered)whatdidyouseeinherman

Mopati:justshutup

Man:soimgoingtosleephorny?

Mopati:getyourselftoysorsomethingit'snotmy

problem.Mayacomeon

Maya:(draggingBiancaout)wewillbefine.Thanks

forthedrinksandagoodtimeandpleasemake

sureyoutalktomeabouttherestaurantjoborelse



wearegoingtohaveaproblem

Mopati:huh?

Maya:let'sjustsayiknowyouandjustoneword

yourbosseswillnoteventhinktwice

Mopati:youwouldn'tdare

Maya:donotcallmeforthatjobthenyouwillsee

howseriousiam

Mopati:areyouthreateningasoldier?

Maya:thisisexactlywhyimnotenticedbymenin

theforce.Goodnightandpleasedonotforgettocall

me

ShesaidputtingBiancainthefrontseatandputa

safetybeltonher...

Mopati:excusemewhatdidyoujustsay?

Maya:isaidkeepyourwordsir.Goodnightonce

more



Shewenttothedriver'ssideandgotinwhileatthe

backLewisandhisguykissed...

Lewis:wherearewegoing?

Maya:home(fixedthemirrors)

Lewis:dropusfirst

Maya:sure

TheywentbacktotheirkissingwhileMayalooked

atanoutBiancaandshookherheadstartingthe

engine...

Maya:howmanytimesdoihavetoteachyouhow

tospotaspikeddrinkBianca?Youreallyaregoing

tolandmeintotroubleoneofthesedays(she

clickedhertongue)

Lewis:mmakgweetsaao(drive)



Maya:gobacktoyourkissingandleavemealone

Shesaidcheckingforherlicense,tookasipof

waterandthrewmintsinhermouththencarefully

droveoff.Mopatishookhisheadlookingatthe

Mazdadisappearandwenttohiscar...

Man:and?

Mopati:(scoffed)shethinksshe'ssmartimnot

goingtogiveupuntiliendupbetweenherlegsmy

nameisMopatibruhandimgoingtoremindherof

thisdaykesenagomorotela(aftercumminginher)

Man:alliwantissomecoochielet'sgofind

prostitutes

Mopati:mxm

Hesaidgettinginthecaranddroveoffaswell.

LATERTHATMORNING...



AtJoshua'shouse...

Withjusthisbriefsandanaprononheslidonthe

kitchenfloorwithhissocksjammingtothesunday

morningsoundswhilemakingbreakfastforhimself.

Hisphonereceivedamessageashelickhisfingers

andopeneditsmiling...

Joshua:whatdoyousuggest?Lunchordinner?

:lunch

Joshua:ohokthenyouwilltellmewhereyouwould

likeustogo

:notaproblem

Joshua: (helockedhisphone)finallysomeoneis

goingonadatewhoop-whoop

Helaughedandfinishedandwenttositdowninthe

frontporchestillhalfnaked.



AtMaya'shouse...

Shegruntedtoherringingphoneandpickedup

withhereyesclosed...

Maya:hello?

April:mamacomegetme

Maya:(frowned)huh?

April:Nyashawasbeatingmeyesterdayplease

comeandgetmeimscared

Maya:(fullywokeupandsatup)Nyashadidwhat!?

^

^

^

^

^
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Maya:Aprilwhatdidyoujustsay?

April:(sniffed)imscaredmamapleasecomeand

getme

Lucas:auntyMayahi

Maya:Lucas?

Lucas:yesaunty

Maya:whathappened?

Lucas:Herbyandiwenttothetuckshopandwhen

wecamebackwefoundAprilcryingwithNyasha

smackingher

Maya:(swallowedasherstomachturned)whatdid

shebeatherwith?

Lucas:shepinchedher,strangledherandbeather

withherflop



Maya:(swallowed)ok.April?

April:mama

Maya:imcomingokbabygirl

April:pleasehurryup

Maya:yesmylove.Lucas?

Lucas:aunty?

Maya:donottellanyoneyoucalledmeok

Lucas:yesaunty

Maya:andplease,pleasedon'tletthekidsoutof

yoursightuntiligetthere

Lucas:yesauntyiwon't

Maya:andthankyousomuchmyboy

Lucas:it'snotaproblemaunty

Maya:bye

Lucas:bye

TheyhungupasMayascoffedputtingonher



slippersgoingtoputwateronthestove...

Maya:neverinmylifehaveieverputmyhandon

mykidsandsomespoiltbratthinksshehasthe

righttodoso?(Scoffed)Lordpleasehelpme

controlmyselfwhenigetthere.

Shewentbacktothebedroomandlookedata

snoringBiancaandshookherheadwhilechoosing

whattowear...

Maya:samegoestothisone.Sheneverlearns.Im

alwaystellingherBiancayouhavetobecareful

whenyouhangoutwithpeopleyoudon'tknowata

cluborbarbecausenoonecanbetrustedbutno

sheneverlistensandalltheyalwayssayisthati

haveannoyingtendencies.Iwouldratherhave

annoyingtendenciesbecauseihavekidstothinkof

Sheclickedhertongueandswitchedontheiron.In



MochudiRonaopenedthebedroomwhereLucas

wassleepingwiththekidsandfrowned...

Rona:didinotsayAprilwillsleepwithNyasha?

Lucas:afterhowshetreatedheryesterday?Iwas

nevergoingtoallowthattohappen

Rona:who'shouseisthisLucas?

Lucas:yours

Rona:thenwhyareyougoingagainstmyorders?

Lucas:soishouldwatchachildgetabused?

Rona:noonewasbeingabused.Nyashawas

punishingAprilfortryingtogothroughherphone

Lucas:isthathowyoupunisha3yearold?Isthat

howyoupunishedyourkidswhentheywere3years

old?

Rona:don'tinsultmeLucas

Lucas:youwouldsaythatiminsultingyoubecause

youarenotusedtobeingtoldthetruth



Rona:heebathongthischild?

Lucas:allyoudoisbelieveyourchildren'sliesand

whateverthatiswronghappensinyoureyesyou

seeitasok

Rona:Lucas!

Lucas:nochildisgoingtobetreatedlikeananimal

whileimstillaround.Whycan'tyoutreataunty

Maya'skidsthesamewayyoutreatus?Isit

becauseofthemoneyourmotherflashesbefore

younotknowingwhereitcomesfrom?

Rona:imnotgoingtostandforthis

Lucas:auntyMayamightnothaveeverythingbut

she'shumanaswellasherkids.Imgoingtobrush

myteethcomeguys

Hesaidgettingoffbedasthekidsfollowedhim

makingsuretheywalkasfarastheycouldfrom

theirgrandmother.Ronascoffedandclappedonce

goingtothelivingroom...



Rona:unbelievable,Nyashayouwon'tbelievewhat

yourbrotherjustsaidtome

AtLewis'shouse...

Theyoungboywashedhisfaceandusedthe

mouthwashtorinsehismouth.Hewentbackinto

thebedroomandlookedaroundatalltheused

condomsandlubricantssatchets.Hecheckedif

Lewiswasstillasleepandstartedgoingthroughhis

things.Hefoundanemptybag,tookhisexpensive

perfume,twoRolexwatches,hisphoneandleftthe

smallone.HeshockLewisbutheshowednosigns

offullywakingupandgrabbedhispantssearching

themwherehecameoutwithhiswallet.Hefounda

fewP200notesandsmiledtakingthemthentook

hisbigphoneagain.Itneededafingerprinttoopen

ashetookhishandandscannedit.Hewent

throughhismessagesandfound2ewallet

messagesofthemoneyamountingto2K.Hedialed

thecodetoredeemtheewalletsandfoundthatthey



werestillthereandcreatedanewpin.Hepunched

inhisphonenumberanddialedhimselfthensaved

Lewis'scontactandalsosavedtheewalletpinon

hisphone.Hewenttothesettingsandformatted

everythinginLewis'sphoneleavingitasgoodas

new.Helookedaroundtoseewhatelsehecould

getbutitwasall.HetookoutLewis'ssimcardand

left...

Guy:heyimleaving

Lewis:(inhissleep)mmh

Theguyscoffedshakinghisheadandmadehis

wayoutgrabbing3bottlesofwineand2bottlesof

whiskeyfromLewisrag.Hecheckedhiscoastand

itwasclearasheheadedtothenearestshopping

complexwithanFNBatm.

AttheDuncan's...



Lornasanginthekitchenmakingbreakfastforher

familywhileherkidscamedownintheirchurch

clothes.Theyfrownedshockedattheirmother's

goodmoodandwenttothekitchen...

Apple:andthen?

Lorna:thoughticouldwakeupandwhipsomething

formykidsbeforetheygotochurch

Saint:thisisafirsthonestlyspeaking.Youhave

neverdonethis

Lorna:(smiled)let'sjustsaythere'salwaysafirst

timeforeverything

Apple:imhappyandthefoodlooksgood

Lorna:(whispered)allthankstoPatience'srecipe

bookpleasedon'ttellonme

Apple:mylipsaresealed

Saint:soaremine

Lorna:that'smybabies

Apple:sowhatchangedimeanyouwerenotthe



samewomanwhenyouleftthediningtablelast

night

Lorna:(withahugesmileon)let'sjustsaymommy

anddaddyaredoingok

Apple:(smiled)oh?That'sgreatnews

Lorna:ohyesfromnowonyouwillneverhearme

complainingaboutdaddy

Saint:imhappywhenyouaremama

Lorna:thankyoumykids.Nowmakeyourselves

usefulandhelpmeputthefoodonthetable(they

did)

Duncan:ohgoodmorningfamilyareyou

kids...ooohlookslikeafeast

Kids:morningdad

Lorna:morningithoughticouldmakesomething

niceforusyouknow.Whyareyoudressedup?

Duncan:(kissedhercheek)thankyoulove.I

thoughtwecouldjointhekidsatchurchtoday

Kids:(gaspedshocked)what!?



Duncan:(smiledandchuckled)yeskidsdon'tbe

shocked

Lorna:andyoudidn'ttellme?Ohloveyouknowthat

ialwayswanttolookgood.

Duncan:honeyyoucangogetreadywhileweeat.

Isn'titkids?

Kids:yesdad

Apple:pluswehaveanhourandhalfuntilchurch

starts

Lorna:okthenletmegetgoing

ShechuckledgoingupwhileDuncansmiledsitting

down...

Duncan:sodotheyaskforvisitorstointroduce

themselvesatchurch?

Saint:yesdadandyouhavetotellthemwhoyou

camewith

Duncan:ohwowok.(Tookabitefromthemuffin)



niceone

Apple:youdon'tknowhowhappyiamthatyou

guysarecomingwithustochurchnomoreSunday

soccerright?

Duncan:iwokeupfeelingholytoday

Saint:it'sgoingtobeagreatweek

Apple:youcansaythatagain

Theylaughedandduginwhiletheirmothergot

ready.Duncankeptmakingfacesashecouldtell

thatthefoodtastedjustlikethatofPatience.

Atthebarracks...

InhisboxersandvestMopatisatinfrontofhis

computerwhilegoingthroughhistimeline.His

friendtookhishookupoutandgaveherafew

notesandwentbackintothehouse...



Man:yohmanthatgirlsasstaminafordaysshe

keptmegoingallnight

Mopati:yeahandyouguysweremakingnoisethe

wholenightihadtoputonmyearphones

Man:(laughed)sorrybruhbutitiswhatitisga

monateolemotsilewenawaitse(whenitstoonice

youknow)youcan'tcontrolyourexpressions

Mopati:amandoesn'tscreamlikeyouwere

screamingmanao

Man:aifuckoff.Yoursacisfullsoidon'tblame

youforbeingnegative.Anywaywhat'sup?Whatare

youlookingat

Mopati:ewwbruhatleastgobrushyourteethor

somethingfirstonkekgelakatsana(youmouth

smellslikepussy)

Man:(laughed)gotohell.Whyareyoulookingthat

girlup?

Mopati:iwantthisgirlbruh.There'snowayMopati

canbeditchedandrejectedlikethatmannoway

Man:wow



Mopati:imaladiesmanmyguy.Ladiesworshipthe

groundiwalkonsoifthisgirlthinksshe'sgoingto

comeatmelikethatthenshehasanotherthing

coming

Man:soyouaregoingtofightforapussyyounever

got?

Mopati:kegoreiwanttoshowherthatshe's

nothing.Nomatterhowgroundedandsmartshe

thinkssheisshewilllearnwhoMopatiis.Imnot

givingupuntilimbetweenthosebeautifulthighs

Man:allthebestbuddy

Mopati:idon'tneedluckiknowmygame

Man:yeahrightyetyoufailedtosecureherlast

night

Mopati:thisisjustachallengeineedtogetthrough.

Trustmeimgoingtogetthisgirlandimgoingtodo

unimaginablethingstoher

Man:okbuddy

Mopati:she'sdesperatesoI'mgoinggetherfrom

thatangle.Whichremindsmeihavetocallmy



friend

Man:desperatebutverysmart.Nnaiwantthatsis

bhutifriendofhers.Hehonestlyinsultedmesoi

wanttogethimafewboystoteachhimagood

lessonmaybethenhewillrememberthathe'sa

manandstoptryingtobeawoman.Obona

lefatshelelwalajaana(thisiswhytheworldissick)

it'sidiotlikehim.Okilewabonakaemonnaagora

sebonosamonnayomongwe(howdoesamanlick

anotherman'sass)andtheycomewithfancy

wordsbarerimmingsies

Mopati:(frowned)howdoyouknowsuchthings?

Man:itdoesn'tmatter,whatmattersisthat

someonehastosendamessagetothebewitched

guyswhowanttobewomen.(Clickedhistongue)

mygulliseventurningtalkingaboutthemfok

HesaidgoingtothekitchenwhileMopatiscoffed

andshookhisheadmakingacall.



AtTitus'shouse...

Hefinishedmakingbread,eggsandjuiceforhis

fianceeanddialedhissister...

Maya:(reversingout)bro

Titus:hiMayawhyareyoupanting?

Maya:justjumpedintomycarimgoingtogetmy

kidsfromMochudi

Titus:why?Theschoolsarenotyetopenmoss?

Maya:NyashabeatmydaughteryesterdayTitus

imagine

Titus:yohanywayiwantedtotalktoyouaboutyour

situation

Maya:ohok

Titus:Lesediandilookedthroughourfinancesand

wemanagedtofindsomethingforyou

Maya:ohok?



Titus:yes,yousaidtheschoolfeesdebtishow

muchagain?

Maya:7K

Titus:okwewillgiveyou75%ofthatibelievethey

willallowyourchildrenback

Maya:(sighedoutofrelief)thankyousomuch.Yes

5.2Kisalotofmoneyiwillbeabletocoverthe

remainingwhenigetpaid

Titus:good.Doyouhavegroceries?

Maya:(sighed)no.Ihadsomecashbutihadtouse

it

Titus:onwhatMaya?

Maya:(clenchedherteeth)Luke,hewasina

situation

Titus:againMaya?Really?

Maya:broyouknowhowLukegetswhenidon't

helphim.Healwaysthreatenstotakethekidsaway

fromme

Titus:buthe'snotworkingdoyouthinkthe



magistratewouldlethim?ComeonMayathinklike

amotheroftwo

Maya:wellhehasanablemotherwhoisableto

takecareofthekidsiontheotherhandhaveno

one.Momisnotworkingorhasnobusiness,you

haveyourownproblemsandidon'twanttotalk

aboutPrecious

Titus:weneedtosortthisissueonceandforall

Lukecan'tkeepusingthesamecardonyouallthe

time.Wheredoeshethinkyougetthemoney?

(Mayasighed)anywayimgoingtodogrocery

shoppingforussoiwillgetafewthingsforyoutoo.

ComegetthemwhenyoucomebackfromMochudi

Maya:thankyousomuchbro

Titus:noproblem.Anywaybyeanddrivesafe

Maya:bye

TheyhungupasMayasighedoutofreliefwhile

Titustookthefoodtohisfiancee...



Lesedi:finally

Titus:ijustspoketoMaya

Lesedi:okihopeyousentherthemoney

Titus:imgoingtosenditnowshealsoneeds

groceriessoimgoingtogetafewthingsforher

whenimakeours

Lesedi:(smiled)youdon'tknowhowhappythat

makesme

Titus:yeahbutthere'sLukelovehe'susingmy

sisterandit'stimetoputastoptoit

Lesedi:dowhateveryoucanbabe.Mayaisagood

womanshedeservesallthegoodthings

Hesighedtakinghisphoneandwentthroughhis

finances.

AttheKavimba's...



LovemorewhistledcomingdownasPrecious

smiledlookingonherphone...

Precious:soloveiwasthinkingthatmaybewe

could...(frowned)whereareyouofftosoearly?

Lovemore:ihaveafarmandherdmentolookafter.

Imgoingtospendthedaywiththem

Precious:drinkingandeatingourlivestock?

Lovemore:it'slikeyouknowiaskedthemto

slaughteragoat.Mylivestockifyouaremistaken

dear.

Precious:Lovemoredoyourealiseyouneverspend

timewithme?Ibookedusamassageatthisspa

andi...

Lovemore:calloneofyourhousewifefriendswho

knownothingbuttospendtheirhusband'smoney

andgotherewithher(sheswallowed)realwomen

andwivesareeitheratchurchwiththeirmanorat

thefarmwiththeirhusbands.Thosepeopleworking

forus,oopsimeanme,arehumanbeingsnot



robotssotheyalsodeservesometimeoutandto

unwind

Precious:(softly)wow

Lovemore:imgoingtocomehomelatedon'twait

up.Isuggestyoueatwhereveryouwillbesothat

youdon'twastethefoodinmyhouse

Precious:Lovemoreyouarehurtingmethisis

emotionalabuse

Lovermore:(kissedhercheek)ileftyouthe

platinumcardonthebedsideyouknowit's

unlimitedsohavefun.Ciao

HesaidtakingthekeysofhisLandCruiserand

headedoutwhilePreciousswallowedlookingat

himdriveout.

Atthefuelingstation...

Mayasighedafterputtingpressureonhertiresand



gotbackinhercar.Shetriedtostarttheengineasit

failedandfrowned...

Maya:ahahnaarekebatiyaeng?(Whatbadluckis

this)

Shesaidtryingagainbutitfailed.Shesatbackand

sighedanddecidedtotryforthelasttimebutit

failed.Sheputonthehazardsandgotoffinher

shortsandanoversizedwoolsweaterandopened

thebonnet.Shecheckedeverythingbutitwasokas

shewenttotryitagainbutfailed.Noticingthis

Joshuagotoffhiscarasheparkedbehindherand

wenttoher...

Joshua:hiareyouok?

Maya:mycarwon'tstartbuteverythingseemsok

Joshua:areyousure?

Maya:yeah



Joshua:pleaseopenthebonnetagain

Shedidwhilehefoldedhisshirtandchecked...

Maya:and?

Joshua:theterminalsarelooseyouneedtoreplace

them

Maya:heebathong

Joshua:yesma'ambutwecanfastenthemupfor

youfornowwithawirebutyouneedtoreplace

themassoonaspossibleandalsogetanew

battery

Maya:ahyahyah,batterygape?

Joshua:eemma.Wheredoyoulive?

Maya:justinBroadhurst

Joshua:here'smycard,mynameisJoshuaihavea

garageyoucanbringthecaroversothatmyguys

checkitupforyou



Maya:okthankyoubutiwillhavetotryandsource

outfundsfirst

Joshua:noproblembutwhileyoudothatletme

grabawireinmycarandhelpyou

HewenttohiscarwhileMayasighedstressfully

bitingherlowerlip.Joshuaworkedontheterminals

andwasdonewithinafewsecondsasMaya

startedthecaragainandthistimeitagreedwith

her...

Maya:(sighed)thankyousomuch

Joshua:notaproblembutdon'tforgettogetin

touch

Maya:eerra

Shesaiddrivingoffandsighed...

Maya:onethingaftertheotherwhenisawoman



goingtocatchabreak.Mxm

Shesaidcarefullyjoiningthemainroadasher

phonereportedamessage.Itwasthemoneyfrom

Titusasshesmiledandsenthimatext.Sheputthe

phonedownasitrang...

Maya:bathongimdriving.Hello?

Voice:helloimispeakingtoMmagweApril?

Maya:(frowned)yeswhoimitalkingto?

Voice:youarespeakingtoDrMuambainMarina

ma'am

Maya:(frowned)ok?

Dr:ma'amwegotyournumberfromLuke'sphone

asyouarethelastpersonhespoketo

Maya:(heartskipped)ok?

Dr:MrLukewasinvolvedinaterribleaccident

ma'amanditsnotlookinggood.Heneedsspecial

servicesthatwedon'thaveinthiscountry



Maya:(heartracing)waitwhatdoyoumeanit

doesn'tlookgood?

Dr:he'sinbetweenlifeanddeathma'amallthe

otherpeoplehewaswithpassedononthespot

he'stheonlysurvivorbutshouldwenotgethimthe

helpheneedsASAPhe'sgoingtoleaveus

Maya:(sighed)okrightnowI'mrunningforan

emergencyiwillbethereassoonasimdone

Dr:pleasehurry

Maya:bye(shehungupandgrunted)urghdammit

Luke!Dammitmanah!

Shesaidhittingthebackbumperofthecarinfront

ofherandsighed...

Maya:justgreat.Urgh!

^

^

^



^

^
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Thecarinthefrontputonthehazardsaswellas

Mayaastheybothgotout.AladydressedinanLV

tracksuit,amatchingcapwithherhumanhair

weavecameoutwhileonherfeetwereGuccifur

sandals.Mayainstantlyknewshewasinforit...

Lady:andthen?

Maya:imsosorryma'amihonestlydon'tknowhow

ilostcontrolofthecar

Lady:howwouldyouknowwhiledrivingavitz?Do

youknowhowmuchfixingaBMWbumpercosts?

Notevenyourcheapsweatercomesclose

Maya:I'msosorryma'amcanwecallthepolice



maybe?

Lady:doilooklikeihavetimetowastewithuseless

policeofficers?Justgetinyourcheapcaranddrive

offyouareluckyit'sjustasmallscratch.Becareful

nexttimeyouwon'tmeetsomeoneasniceasi

(Mayaquietlywentintohercar)whatdoesshe

thinkicanexpectfromsomeonedrivingsucha

wornoutcar.Mxm

Shesaidgettingbackinhercarandsteppedonthe

acceleratorspeedingoffwhileMayashookher

headandcontinuedwithherjourney...

Maya:therearealotofPreciouspersonalitiesin

thisworldneh(sighed)anywayyouhaveenough

problemstobefocusingonfakerichwomen.

(Scoffed)obonaLukeeneahnothismanreally

knowshowtogetonmylastnerve

Sheclickedhertongueandcontinuedtodrive.20



minuteslatersheparkedinfrontofhermother's

gateandwentinside...

Maya:knockknock

April:(shoutedexcited)mama!Herbertishereto...

Nyasha:aimanshutupcan'tyouhearyouare

makingnoise!?

Maya:(openedthedoorwithafrownonherface)

andwho'schildareyoutalkingtolikethat?

Nyasha:whydoesshehavetoshoutlikethat?

Maya:Nyashadoyouhaveachildofyourown?

Rona:Mayawhatareyou...

Maya:youshutupbecauseyouforcemetobring

mychildrenhereonlyforthemtobeabused.You

didthattomebutimnotgoingtoletyoudothatto

them.Nyashawheredoyougetoffputtingyour

handsonmychild?Aresick?

Nyasha:whatwasshelookingforinmyphone?A

phoneyoucan'tevenafford



Maya:(scoffed)imightnotafforditbutatleasti

knowwhereigetthemoneyiliveoff.I'mnothereto

exchangewordswithspoiltkidslikeyouwithno

directioninlifeimheretotakemykids.Guysgoget

yourthings(theyrantothebedroomwithLucas)

Rona:howdidyouknowaboutthis?

Maya:itdoesn'tmatterthingisyouareevilRona

andiwillnevertrustyouwithmykids

Rona:howdareyouspeaktomelikethat?

Maya:afterfailingtobeagrandmothertomykids?

Icanspeaktoyouhoweveriwant.April,Herbert!

Hurryup

Nyasha:sheowesmeanapology

Maya:(chuckled)youmustbesick.Youaretheone

whoneedstoapologisetoherbutwedon'tneedit.

Youareananimaljustlikeyourmother

Nyasha:imgoingtotellmymom

Maya:youthinkimscaredofher?Runoffnanarun

offtoherandtellheriwillbewaitingonher.You

candoallthingsbutnotonmykids.Idon'tcare



wetheryouareachildornotbutiwillalways

defendmychildren

Rona:regoutlwileMayatsayabanabagagoo

tsamaekwaah(weheardyouMayatakeyourkids

andgo)

Maya:Gu...

TheycamewiththeirbagsaswellasLucas...

Rona:andthenwena?

Lucas:imgoingwiththem

Nyasha:excuseme?

Lucas:AuntyMayaisfamilysoiwillbesafewith

them.Canicomewithaunty?

Maya:yesmyboy

Nyasha:youaregoingtohavetoexplaintomom

why...

Maya:isaidcallher,sheknowsmyhouseshe's



morethanwelcomebutwarnherthatiwillbeinmy

territorysoiwon'thesitateondoinganythingto

standupformyself.Let'sgo

Sheledthewayoutasthekidsfollowedher.

NyashaandRonalookedatthemstandingbythe

frontdoorwiththeirlipscurved...

Nyasha:Lucasreallylovesdraggingournamein

themud

Rona:don'tworryhewillbebackhereinnotime.

Come

Sheclickedhertongueastheywentbackinthe

house.Inthecar,thekidssatatthebackwhile

Lucassatinthefrontpassangerseatandsmiled

puttingaseatbelton...

Lucas:wearegoingtohavethebestholidaysguys



Both:yeay!

Maya:(smiled)areyouokApril?

April:yesmama

Maya:letmeseeyouthighs

Shecheckedherasherheartbrokeseeingthelittle

nailmarksNyashaleftonherdaughter...

Maya:don'tworryyouaresafenowok

April:yesmama

Maya:imgoingtodropyouguysoffatuncleTitus's

housethengoattendtosomethingthencomefor

youokguys

All:ok

ShereversedandjoinedtheroadwhileLucas

connectedhisphoneandplayedsomemusic.



InLewis'shouse...

Hegruntedopeninghiseyesashisheadpounded...

Lewis:booboo

Hesaidtouchingtheemptybedsideandfrowned

rubbinghiseyes...

Lewis:uhu.Boyboy?Areyouinthebathroom?

Shona?(Hesaidgettingoffbed)babes?(hegotno

responseandscoffed)pleasedon'tbeburningmy

kitchentryingtomakemebreakfast

Hesaidopeningthebedroomdoorinatowelonly

butfrownedtonosmelloffoodnorasignofa

humanbeing...



Lewis:bathongshoshowhereareyou?

Hewentbackintheroomandscoffedyawning

seeingallthecondomsandemptylubricant

satchets...

Lewis:bathongtlhekeletsekethugilwekesenatla

(ireallygotfuckedlastnight)1,2,3,4,5....hee

bathong6roundsbathongretlathujwadipopeloke

bana(thesekidswillkillus)

Hesaidpickingupeverythinganddisposedthem.

Heyawnedagainandreachedunderhispillowto

checkhisphonebuttherewasnoneashefrowned

andlookedonthebedsideonlytoseehissmallone

withasimcardonit...

Lewis:uhu



Hesaidtakinghispantsandtookouthiswalletonly

tofindhiscardsandIDwithnosignofmoney...

Lewis:ehehiknowihadabout600bucksinhere.

Okae?(Shouted)shosho?Heebathonglona

(remembered)myRolexwatches

Hesaidrunningtohisclosetonlytofindempty

casesashisheartskippedabeat.Hecheckedfor

theperfumeandtherewasnosignofit...

Lewis:ntateModimothisisnothappening,no!

Heranofftothelivingroomtocheckforhisalcohol

andnoticedthat5bottlesweremissing.3wines

and2whiskeys...

Lewis:bathongwee!



Helookedoutsidecheckingforhiscarandfoundit

ashesighedoutofrelief.Heranbacktothe

bedroomandlookedforthecarkeysandsighed

findingthem...

Lewis:lababonabasimanebadiblacklabel?Wago

nwa,gatswafoowagojaaboagoutswela,

mmagwestlhako!(Youseetheseyoungboys,you

spendinthem,theyfuckyouandstealfromyou.

Sonofabitch)

Heangrilysaidgrabbinghissmallphoneanddialed

Biancawhogruntedwakinguptoapoundinghead

aswell...

Bianca:hello?

Lewis:tsogamonnakejelwekengwanaaboa

nkutswelaantopaneenkgangpodi(wakeup.Igot

fuckedbyachildandhestolefrommewithhis

goatsmellingpenis)



Bianca:(confused)huh?

Lewis:wenaosetopowaitse.Fotsekmonna,okae?

(Youareacorpse,whereareyou)

Bianca:lookslikeMaya'sbedroom(smelledthe

blankets)yesitsMaya'shouse.

Lewis:okstaythereimcoming(heclickedhis

tonguehangingup)mogoleretjanamoketsilego

gokapa(imgoingtocatchthatsmallboy).Noone

hasmyperfumeinthistown.Bloodymoronantoto

emagwatasies

Hechanged,grabbedhiscarkeysandleftleaving

everythingasitwas.

AttheKavimba's...

Shegotoffhercarandmadeherwayinwhereshe

foundPreciousgettingready...



Nale:aommaPreciousyouarenotyetdone?

Precious:I'llbedonejustnowbabes.Grabaglass

there

Nale:andineedit

Precious:why?

Nale:somestupidgirlbumpedintomyblackbeauty

kavitzimagineawholevitz

Precious:(laughed)imsorrylove.Isitthatbad?

Nale:noijusthavetopaintthescratchthat'swhyi

lethergo

Precious:youshouldhavemadeherpayforit.

Thesetwotimingcitybitchesareannoying

Nale:idon'thavetimetoberunningupanddown

withkids.Shelookspoorsoah

Precious:(laughed)ohwow(camedown)imdone

babeslet'sgo

Nale:yourcarormine?

Precious:mine,lettheblackbeautyrestshehas

beenthroughalot



Nale:youcansaythatagain(theylaughed)where's

MrK?

Precious:busyrunningupanddownyouknowhow

muchofabusymanheis

Nale:wellhe'samansohehastoworktomake

surehiswifeandhomeareingoodshape

Precious:thankyoubabe

TheysmiledgettinginPreciousBMWconvertible.

SheopenedtheroofwhileNalepouredthem

glassesofchampagneandputinabitofjuice...

Nale:mimosasundayslove

Precious:mimosasundayhoney.Herecomesthe

realhousewivesofGabsCity

Theylaughedasshedroveoutaftertheguards

openedforher.Thescarfstheytiedontheirheads

gotblownbythewindwhiletheysangalongto



someoldsongssnappingtheirfingers.

InMarina...

AfterdroppingthekidsatTitus'shousesheshot

straighttothehospitalwheresheaskedforDr

Muambaandwasdirectedtohisoffice...

Dr:comein

Maya:hellodoctor.ItsmmagweApril

Dr:ohhelloihadalreadycalledhismotheraswell

she'sonherway

Maya:ohok.Whathappeneddoctor?

Dr:Lukewasinvolvedinacaraccidentlikeisaid

ma'amitwasaverybadaccidentthatallhisfriends

perishedonthespot

Maya:yousaidheneedsspecialservicewhatisthe

problem?



Dr:heneedsaneurologistandhastogothrougha

heartsurgeryhemightneedanartificialheart

becauseithonestlydoesn'tlookgood

Maya:yohsoallofthesecan'tbedonehere?

Dr:unfortunatelynotma'am

Maya:howmuchwillthewholeprocesscost?

Dr:arounda100K

Maya:heebathong!?

Dr:yesma'am

Maya:but...

MmaLuke:(opened)where'smysonshowmemy

sonrightnow!(Scoffed)whyiminotsurprisedto

findthewitchhere.Soyouareheretocheckifhe's

reallygoneright?

Dr:Ma'ampleasecalmdown

MmaLuke:don'ttellmetocalmdown.Thiswitch

wantsmysondead.Ifyouthinkyouandyour

bastardchildrenaregoingtobenefitanythingfrom

hisdeaththenyouhaveanotherthingcoming



Dr:ma'am

MmaLuke:iwantmychildokandiwanthimnow

Maya:Dronelastquestion

Dr:yes

MmaLuke:mosetsana(girly)isaidleave!

Maya:whoarethepeoplehewaswithDr?

Dr:iforgottheirnamesbuttheywerepoliceofficers

Maya:(frowned)oh

MmaLuke:naareyouarestillhere?Isaidleave

Maya:(frowned)heemmatlhekeatsamayanaareo

tshositswekeeng?(Imgoingwhat'swrongwith

you)firstofallyouruselessemptyheadson

swindledmoneyfrommesayinghewasintrouble

withthepolicewhilehewasgoingtobuyalcohol

withitandyouknowwhat,goodriddancehegotin

anaccident.Heknowsthatimstrugglingwithhis

kidsandhedoesn'tpaybuthehasthegutsto...

MmaLuke:aimanisaidfotsekoutofhere!(She

saidpushingherout)



Maya:iwishhediesbecauseheisofnouseinthis

world.Sonofabitch!

ShepushedMmaLukebackandclickedhertongue

leavingwhilethedoctorshookhisheadsitting

down...

MmaLuke:thisishowwitchesbehave.Drtellme

whatmysonneedsnow

Dr:he...

Voice:DrMuambaemergencyyouareneededin

ICU402,DrMuambaICU402needsyou

Dr:(grabbedhisstethoscope)imsorryineedtogo.

MmaLuke:ahahbut...

Dr:ma'amit'syoursonineedtogo

MmaLuke:what!?

Shesaidgrabbingherbagandranafterthedoctor.



AtMaya'shouse...

ShearrivedatthesametimewithLewisashe

openedthegateanddrovein...

Lewis:whereareyoufrom?

Maya:fromMochudi.Iwenttocollectmykids.Why

areyouhere?

Lewis:collectyourkids,why?

Maya:someonedecidedtoturnramboonmy

daughter

Lewis:wherearetheynow?

Maya:atmybrother'shouseicametocheckif

Biancaisawake

Bianca:yesimawakeopenforme.Ismycareven

safe?

Maya:whyareyouhere?



Lewis:mmaopensothatitellyouguys

Bianca:howcanyoulockmeupinhere?

Maya:youwantedmetoleavethedoorunlocked

whileyouwerehalfdead?

Bianca:gonemmewhathappenedlastnight?

Maya:youdrankspikeddrinksthat'swhat

happened

Bianca:reallynow?

Maya:yesBiancawhydoyouthinkioptedfor

savanna?

Bianca:whydidn'tyouwarnmeMayadidtheyrape

me?

Maya:soyouthinkiwouldbethatcruelonyou?

Howmanyyearshavewebeenfriendsfor?Bynow

youshouldbeabletotellwheniturndownadrink

andknowthatsomethingiswrong.Yourproblemis

thatyouguysalwayssayihaveannoying

tendencies

Lewis:okenoughguys.Ihavebeenrobbed



Both:what!?

Lewis:iwokeupaloneinmyhouse,myalcoholis

missing,twoexpensivewatches,mycologneand

phoneaswellasmymoney

Maya:whydidn'tyoucallthepolice?

Lewis:andsaywhattothem?Helloihavebeen

robbedbysomeoneipickedatapartyandhad6

roundsofsexwith

Both:heelang!

Bianca:tsalaammeosantseolepope?(areyou

stillwhole)

Mayaunexpectedlyburstintoaloudlaughwhile

Lewisrolledhiseyes...

Lewis:stopbeingsilly.Ilostmythingshere

Bianca:sorrychomibutyoucouldhavejust

reportedthecrimebabewhereareyougoingtosee

him?



Lewis:there'snoonewhohasthatperfumeinthis

cityyouknowthat

Maya:andhelooksyoungyouknowistill

rememberhisface

Lewis:doyouknowhowmuchallthosethingsare?

Ibetyouhehascashedallmyewalletsaswellao

Jeso

Maya:thisshouldteachyouguysalessonandto

bealert.Ihavebeenrobbedaswell

Both:uhu?

Maya:yeahbyLuke

Bianca:ija

Maya:heliedtomesayinghehasbeencharged

kantehewantedmoneytogodrinkwithhisfriends.

1.5Kthatisavedforgrocerieshedecidesto

swindleitfrommeandgetdrunkbutonethingi

knowisthatiservealivingGod.Imnotevilbutim

gladhegotinvolvedinanaccident

Bianca:heelang

Maya:andhislifeishangingonathreadandihave



neverwishedhewasdeadlikenow.Imtiredofhis

uselessasstheworldshouldjustswallowhimup

withhisevilmother(sheclickedhertongue)

Lewis:bathongMaya

Maya:yesLewisandimeanit.Thatbastardhas

usedmeitsenoughlelonagetupandgetoutofmy

yardimgoingtogetmykids

Bianca:whyareyouangrywithusnow?

Maya:guysjustgo.Thisweekendwasjustamess

wewilltalk.Here'syourcarkey

Bianca:garelesagorekoba(stopchasingusout)

Maya:eishbathongBiancacanyouguysjustgo

Bianca:ijommawearegoingahah

ShetookhercarkeysfromMayaandmadeherway

outasLewisfollowedher.Mayalockedupand

jumpedbackinhercarastheyfollowedone

anotherout.Herphonerangasshefrownedatthe

unknownnumberandsighedpickingup...



Maya:hello?

Mopati:hiyouarespeakingtoMopati

Maya:ohhi

Mopati:soyouhaven'tforgottenme?

Maya:ofcoursenot

Mopati:good.Whereareyou?

Maya:runningsomeerrands

Mopati:okletmenotkeepyou.Ijustwantedtotell

youthatihavemanagedtoscoreyouaninterview

atmyfriend'srestaurant

Maya:ohokpleasetextmeallthedetailsbecause

imdrivingnow

Mopati:okiwill

Maya:thankyou

Mopati:youwelcome.Youseeikeptmyword?

Maya:isaidimdriving,bye



ShehungupandfocusedontheroadwhileMopati

smiledandsighedsittingbackonhischair.

THATAFTERNOON

Atarestaurant...

Joshuasmiledpullingoutachairforhisdateand

tookhisseatasthewaitercamefortheirorder...

Joshua:mayipleasehaveribs,asaladandabottle

ofdrywhitewineplease

Waiter:oksir.Chilledornot?

Joshua:notchilledplease

Waiter:ok.Ma'am?

Tania:(flippedherhair)mediumrare500g

stake,fries,asaladandabottleofchampagne

please



Waiter:ok.Yourorderwillbewithyouinabit.

Shouldibringthedrinksnow?

Both:yesplease(hesmiledleaving)

Joshua:sothisisTania

Tania:(smiled)yes

Joshua:sowhatdoesTaniado?

Tania:imaninfluencer

Joshua:hmm.Ok.Influencerinwhatsense?

Tania:ijustpostvariousthingsonmysocialmedia

Joshua:anythingalignedwithbigbrands?

Tania:notatthemomentbutimworkingonit

Joshua:doyouhavemanagement?

Tania:no

Joshua:why?

Tania:peoplearecrooks

Joshua:hmmisee.Doyouaspiretoanyotherthing

thanbeinganinfluencer?



Tania:mypassionisinthatarea

Joshua:educationalbackground?

Tania:Form5

Joshua:takenanyshortcourses?

Tania:idon'tfindbooksthatinteresting

Joshua:(raisedhiseyebrow)oh?

Tania:yeswhydoyoulookshocked?

Joshua:it'sgoodtoalwayshavesomethingtofall

backonyouknow

Tania:ohsoyouareanerd?

Joshua:no

Tania:thenwhydoyouhavetojudgemydecision?

Joshua:imnotjudgingimjusttellingyouhowisee

life

Tania:weallhavedifferentviewstolifesir

Joshua:idon'tdisputethat

Tania:whatdoyoudo?



Joshua:imabusdriver

Tania:oh

Joshua:whydoyouseemthrownoff?

Tania:howareyougoingtoaffordallthis?

Joshua:soyoucameherewithnointensionstopay

forfood?

Tania:itsaman'sjobtotakecareofawoman

Joshua:butthisisourfirstdate.Youaretheone

whoswipedrightfirst

Tania:itdoesn'tmatter

Joshua:anywayimnotlookingforarelationship

Tania:(frowned)what?Thenwhyarewehere?

Joshua:iwantafriend

Tania:(scoffed)wow(tookasipandmuttered

underherbreath)whowouldwanttobeina

relationshipwithabusdriveranyway

Joshuatookasipofhiswineandscoffedacting



likehedidn'thearher.Therewasanawkward

momentasTaniawentthroughherphonewhilethe

waiterbroughttheirfood.

AttheDuncan's...

AfterchangingLornadecidedtojoinPatienceinthe

kitchenwhopreparedlunchwhileDuncanandhis

childrenplayedintheirgameroom...

Lorna:sohowwasyourweekend?Youknowyou

alwayshavethisglowonyoueverytimeyoucome

back

Patience:(chuckled)myweekendwasamazingi

guessitsbecauseI'dbeatmyhappiest.Nothing

makesmehappylikeseeingmyson

Lorna:awwthat'sgreat.Plusbeinghomemakes

onefeelatease

Patience:true.Youseembetterthanwhenileft



Lorna:(smiled)ohyesiamlove(checkedthecoast)

afteraverylongtimemyhusbandtouchedmelast

nightandishouldtellyouPitwasgoodyoooh

Patience:ohreally?

Lorna:yesloveandwasheabeast,(salivated)it

wassogoodmmaah

ShesaidgigglingcoveringherfacewhilePatience

curvedherlipslookingatherbutquicklysmiledas

Lornatookherhandsoffherface...

Lorna:ifeelaliveagain

Patience:ibetyoudo

Shesaidchucklingandturnedtothestoverolling

hereyes.

^

^



^

^

^
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Atthehospital...

MmaLukedownedaglassofwaterafterspeaking

tothephoneandsighedpacingaround.She

checkedthetimeandcheckediftherewasasignof

thedoctorcomingout...

MmaLuke:whyaretheytakingsolongtogetback

tome

Shesaidcheckingthetimeagainandsighed



movingaroundincircles.Shesawanursecoming

theotherwayandapproachedherbutquickly

turnedasthedoctorclearedhisthroat...

MmaLuke:finally.Pleasetellmethatmysonisok

sothatwecanhavehimairliftedtoSouthAfrica

rightaway

Muamba:ma'ammaywepleasesitdown

MmaLuke:Forwhat?Rraismysonok?

Muamba:ma'ampleasesitdown(sheswallowed

anddid)ma'amlikeitoldyouoverthephonethat

yourson'ssituationisbadunfortunatelyhedidnot

makeit

MmaLuke:what!?

Muamba:imsosorryma'ambutwetriedallwe

could

MmaLuke:don'tyoudarelietomelonakanamo

Marinalebolaabatho(youlotkillpeopleinthis

hospital).Iwanttoseemysonandrightnow!

Muamba:ma'ampleasewaityoucan't...ma'am!?



Hesaidpacingafterherassheheadedtowherehe

was.Shekickedthedooropenandfoundhimlying

onthatbedwithnosignoflife.Shedroppedher

bag,putherhandsonherhead,fellonherknees

andburstintoaloudcry...

MmaLuke:Lukeno!Lukewakeup!Luke!

Sheshoutedcryingwhilethenursesquietlylooked

atherwithDrMuambastandingbesidesher...

Muamba:imreallysorryma'am

Shestoodupandwenttohisbodycryingand

shookhimtryingtowakehimup...

MmaLuke:Luke!



AtLewis'shouse...

Heclickedhistonguecleaninghisbedroomwhile

Biancadrankorossittingonhisbed...

Lewis:bloodyswine.BoLewisreadidirawaitse,ke

iponafelakeselasetlatla,yethefelayamodidiyo

tshologangditete(wereallycanembarrass

ourselves,howdoipickafoolishdroolingpeasant).

Whatwasithinking,huh?Lelonayoujustsitthere

notreprimandingmenowlook

Bianca:ehehLewiswewerenotinthesamecar

withyou

Lewis:whydidyounotchasethatstraydogaway

whenwegottotheclub?

Bianca:andriskbeinginsultedbyyou?Ohplease

Lewis:mxmwhatdoiexpectfromsomeonewho

candrinkaspikeddrinkwithoutnoticing



Bianca:nonodon'tcomeatmelikethatsweetieit's

notmyproblemthatojelwegabedike

ngwananyana.(Yougotscammedtwicebyakid)

(Scoffed)howdoyouevenmanagesomany

roundsofsexLewis?Youwilldie

Lewis:imtalkingaboutmybelongingsyouare

talkingaboutsex?Myexpensiveitemsaremissing.

Doyouknowwhatihadtodotogetthosewatches?

Bianca:heweheweI'mnotboughtbytwoglasses

ofcocktailsratherbuyatickettoDubaithenwewill

talk,keeoDubaifuckedyousohardandstolefrom

you

Lewis:youaresoinsensitive

Bianca:noyouletithappen

Lewis:ohsoyouaretryingtosayimanidiot?What

ifMayawasnottheretosaveyourspikedass?You

wouldbecryingfoulwantinghelpfromusisn'tit

(sheswallowed)don'tsitthereandactasifyouare

woke,noyouareasstupidBiancaevenworse

Bianca:okiheardyougeez(rolledhereyes)so

whatareyouplanningtodo?



Lewis:idon'tknowbuthisancestorsshouldkeep

himoutofmywaybecauseshouldicrosspaths

withhim,mhemgotlathunyalerolemoseretseng

(therewillbedustinmud)

Bianca:idon'twishtobehimbutanywayletstalk

aboutMayaandherbeingsonaiveandstupidwhen

itcomestoLuke

Lewis:imnotinthemoodBianca

Bianca:imeanhowcanonebesodull?Madia

groceryLewis?Awhole1.5kahnothere's

somethingwrongwithMayaitellyou

Lewis:Biancaisaidimnotinthemoodselosantlha

youwanttogossipaboutsomeonewhosavedyour

ass

Bianca:herewegoagainshesavedmesowhat,we

shouldbowbeforeherandcallhersomandlanow?

Lewis:youaredamnungrateful

Bianca:heebanna

Lewis:legonegotoyourhousekantedon'tyou

haveaplace?



Bianca:ketshabamothoajelwe

Lewis:excuseme?

Bianca:iwassayingimleaving

Lewis:yesgo

Heclickedhistonguewhileshemadeherwayout.

Hesighedlookingaroundhisbedroomandclicked

histongueagainangrilytakingoffthebeddinghe

hadonthebed...

Lewis:fuckinghooligan!Sonofabitchkaleretele

lecurvebloodyfool!

Hesaidputtingthebeddinginablacktrashbag.

THATEVENING

AtMaya'shouse...



ShelaughedinhersmallkitchenwithLucashelping

hertocookbuttheirlaughterwascutshortby

HerbertandAprilwhoranintothekitchen...

Maya:guys,iseverythingok?(Herbertpointed

outsidecatchinghisbreath)what?What's...

ShescoffedseeingPreciousparkhercarinfrontof

thegateandroughlyopeneditandwentinside

leavingitwideopen...

Precious:witch!

Mayagotoutandstoodonthevarendawithher

handsonherwaistholdingavegetableknife...

Maya:ehehPrecious,nothisisnotyourhouse

please



Precious:bloodywitchwheredoyougetofftaking

mysonwithoutmyconsentandspeaktomy

daughterandmotherthewayyoudid?

Maya:firstlyhowoldisyoursonagain?

Precious:you...

Maya:ehehPresholisteningisaskilldearold

sister.Answermyquestion,howoldisyourson?I

willtellyou,oldenoughtocometohisaunt'shouse

andspendtimewithhiscousinswetherheasked

forpermissionornotbecausewhy?Thisishis

homeaswell

Precious:thispigsty?Youcallthispigstyahome?

Gaasies(shespitontheground)

Maya:secondquestionPresho,hasyourdaughter

givenbirthtoachildcalledApril?Hasshegone

throughthe9monthsperiodofreproducing?Idon't

recallthatsowheredoesshegetofftohitmychild

thewayshedid?

Precious:idareyoutocomeclosetomychildren

again.Lucascome!(Heswallowed)Lucas!



Maya:stopshoutinglikethisdoyouthinkthisis

yourfakedullrichwomen'sclub?

Precious:Maya!

Maya:that'smynamesisyouweresaying?

Precious:Lucaslet'sgohomenow!

Maya:Luci,doyouwanttoleave?

Lucas:(softly)noaunty

Maya:there'syouranswer

Precious:Lucas!

ShetriedtograbhimbutMayablockedherway...

Precious:moveoutofmyway

Maya:rightsofadmissionreservedyouare

trespassingsisi

Precious:(steppedbackandscoffed)youaregoing

topayforthisimgoingtomakesureLovemore

getsyoulockedupforkidnapping



Maya:obadumedisekoyangsisi,bye

Precious:Lu...

Maya:eishPreciouswatlhodiamonna,go

Shesaidgrabbingherbytheshoulderpadofher

topandpushedherout...

Maya:go,moveit,out!

Precious:youaregoingtoregretthis.Youareeven

threatningmewithaknife

Maya:goodnight

Preciousclickedhertongueleavingandkickedthe

gategettinginhercar...

Lucas:maybeishouldgoaunty

Maya:noyouarenotgoinganywhereunlessyou

wanttodisappointyourcousins



Lucas:idon'twanttobutwhatifdadgoestoreport

you

Maya:Lovemoreisnotanidiot.Let'sfinishcooking,

AprilandHerbertgowatchtvitslatetobeplaying

outside

TheywenttothelivingroomwhileMayaandLucas

continuedwiththeircookingandconversation.

InMochudi...

FromthetuckshopNyashasangalongtoher

favoritesongplayinginherairpodsunawareofher

surrounding.Shehadinherhandaplasticwitha

fewitemsasshedecidedtotakeaselfiewiththe

flashlighton.Shethenfrownedandstopped

walkingtakingoffoneairpodasshefeltasif

someonewasfollowingher.Sheturnedand

frownedseeingnooneandshrughershoulder

puttingherairpodbackon.Shecontinuedtosing



alongbutstoppedagainasthesamefeelingcame

back...

Nyasha:hello?Isanyonethere?Whateveryouare

tryingtodoknowthatyouwouldn'tsucceeditrain

karateatschool

Sheclickedhertongueandputbackherairpod

walkedadistanceagainasthefeelingcameback...

Nyasha:okthistimearoundimnotgoingtoplay

gameswithyouiwillkillyou.Ah

Sheclickedhertongueagainanddecidedtostop

hermusicandincreasedherpace.Shearrived

homewhilefromadistanceMosesstoodstroking

hismanhoodandsniffedgoingtheotherway.

AttheKavimba's...



Preciousclickedhertonguegettinginthehouse

andhungherkeysonthekeyholderwhile

Lovermoreslowlylookedupather...

Lovemore:andthen?

Precious:weneedtocallthepoliceLovemore

Lovemore:why?

Precious:oursonhasbeenkidnapped

Lovemore:what?

Precious:Mayaisholdingoursoncaptive

Lovemore:wowPreciousreally?

Precious:andshethreatenedmewithaknife

Lovemorecallthepolicenow

Lovemore:whatdidyoudotoher?

Precious:what?

Lovemore:PreciouswhatistheproblemifLucasis

atMaya'shouse?Isshenothisaunt?



Precious:LucashastobeinMochudiLovemore

Lovemore:youhonestlyknowhowtogetonmylast

nerveimtryingtopreparefortomorrowhereand

youcomewithyourstupidissues.NoPreciousno.

Justletthechildbeathisaunt'shouseinfacti

wouldtrustmykidswithMayathanyoutheir

mother.Urghman

Heclickedhistonguetakinghislaptopandwentto

thestudywhilePreciousstoodtherenobelieving

whathejustsaid.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheDuncan's...

Duncancheckedthecoastandstoleakisswith

Patiencewhoclickedhertonguepushinghim

away...



Duncan:(whispering)comeonlovedon'tbelike

that

Patience:(whisperedback)areyoucrazydoyou

seewhereweare?

Duncan:Fridayisfarmancomehere

Patience:(scoffedholdingbackherlaugh)stopit

Duncanahahplusyourwifetoldmehowgoodyou

gaveittoherSaturdaynight

Duncan:ihadtodosomethingtothrowheroffisn't

youadvicedmeto

Patience:sheshouldjuststoptalkingtomeabout

yourbedroommatters

Duncan:youletherisn'titbutithinkitsgood

becausewearecertainshetrustsyousoshewill

tellyoueverythingshegoesthroughwhichgivesus

anadvantageofalwaysbeingastepaheadofher

Patience:iknowbut...

Lorna:(sighed)gooodmorninggoodpeople



Duncanquicklyjumpedtakingaspatulawhile

Patienceopenedthetap...

Lorna:isaidgoodmorningguysahah

Patience:(nervouslychuckled)morningmadam

Duncan:hilove

Lorna:wowsoyouarecookingforusthismorning

babe(kissedhischeekwhilePatiencecurvedher

lips)

Duncan:yesloveandauntyisteachingmeafew

tricks(kissedherback)

Lorna:ohisit?That'swonderful.Pthetap

Patience:mma?

Lorna:thetapisrunningP

Patience:ohmywordimsosorryma'amidon't

knowwheremymindis

Lorna:areyouok?



Patience:yeahjustmissingmybabyyouknow

weekendblues

Lorna:shamesorrydear.Honeyiwillbedonewith

yourclothesinabitneh,finishupthengoshower

Duncan:donewithmyclothes?

Lorna:yeslovetodayyouarewearingclothes

ironedbyyourstruly,moi

Duncan:(smiled)heebanna

ShesmiledwalkingawaywhileDuncanwidenedhis

eyes...

Patience:yeahnehwifeytryingsohardtoplease

"hubby".Move,youareburningmypancakes

Hemovedshockedandscoffedgoingupwhile

Patiencefinishedup...



Patience:mxm,nywewillbedonewithnywe

clothes.Siiiies.Kanankasejesetsasaswelakwa

(ormaybeishouldjustpoisonhertodeath)

LATERTHATMORNING

Atarestaurant...

ThemanagerwelcomedMayainwholookedvery

decentinablackpencilskirt,whiteshirt,pumps

withherhairneatlytiedinabun.Shesoftlysighed

outofreliefseeingthatitwasawoman...

Manager:goodmorningMsMoeti

Maya:morningma'am

Manager:pleasetakeaseat(shedid)iamthe

managerandownerofthisrestaurant

Maya:okma'am



Manager:wouldyoubrieflytellmeaboutyourself

Maya:imaPuplicrelationsandPoliticalsciences

graduate.It'sbeenasolid5yearssinceigraduated

andinthose5yearsigainedexperienceinfront

officeadministrationandsecreterialduties.Imona

journeyofpersuingaqualificationinthefinance

field

Manager:(smiled)howlonghaveyoubeenafront

officeadmin?

Maya:4years

Manager:andinthose4yearswhathaveyou

learnedaboutcustomerorclientservice?

Maya:treateveryclientthesame,abrightand

honestsmilewillalwaysdoyougoodbecauseyou

neverknowmaybethat'swhattheclientneedsfor

theirdaytobemade.Alsowheneveraclienthasa

problemorissueassistthemwithcalmnessand

diligence.Yessomeclientsmaycomeacrossas

difficultbutyourcalmnessandkindnesswill

definitelybringthemdown

Manager:(smiled)nowthisisaliquorrestaurantso



wehavedrunkcustomershowandyouknowhow

uncontrollabletheycanbeespeciallymenarounda

beautifulladylikeyou.Whatwouldyoudotomake

surethatyoubringthemtoorderifimayputitthat

way

Maya:nomatterhowhardthesituationgets

maintainyourcalmifitescalatesthencallyour

supervisorormanagertoassist

Manager:isee.MsMoetiicanseeinyourresume

youstatedthatyouhaveaskillofmixingdrinks.

Wheredidyouacquireit?

Maya:idrewthefascinationfromtvthenstarted

watchingyoutubevideos.Iusedtostaywithmy

auntwhohadaminibaratherhousesoiwould

practiseatherhouseuntilimasteredtheart

Manager:nice.Doyoudrink?

Maya:yesma'am

Manager:wowyouarenotafraidthatmight

jeopardizeyourchancesofgettingthisjob?

Maya:thetruthsaves.Imagineifisaidnoandone



dayimbabalasedandfailtocometoworkwhichim

notsayingwouldhappenbutthenlietoyouthen

youfindoutiwasactuallydrunk

Manager:(chuckled)greatsenseofhumour,you

havefaithinyourselfhey?

Maya:let'sjustsayimconfident

Manager:henceyouwentforPRandPolitical

sciences

Maya:yesma'am

Manager:okMsMoetiyougotthejob

Maya:(widenedhereyes)what!?

Manager:yougotthejobandnonotasawaiteri

wanttotestyourmixingskillsthenwewillhireyou

asourmixerifyourskillsdon'tmeetmystandards

thenyouwillbeawaiter

Maya:ohwowimready

Manager:but,(smiled)butwheneverweareshort

onthegroundyouwillhavetojumpinasawaiter

Maya:imreadyforanythingma'am



Manager:good.Let'sgotothebarthen.Afteryou

Mayasmiledtakingherbagandledthewayoutas

themanagersmiledfollowingher.

AtKgang'sT&T...

Duncanwhistledgoinginhisfriend'sofficewho

sighedlookingup...

Joshua:ohitsyou,whyareyouinahappymood

andwhyareyouwearingahalfironedshirt?

Duncan:firstlylet'sjustsayimajackofalltrades

andsecondlyihadtowearittomakesureikeep

thesmileonmywife'sface

Joshua:(laughed)ohwow.Totellyouthetruthyour

wifeisnotthedomesticchorestype

Duncan:iknowbutijusthavetogiveherthe

benefitofthedoubt



Joshua:isee.Youseemtohavethingsunder

control

Duncan:likeasnakeslitheringthroughwetgrass

(chuckled)anywayimherefortheupdateonhow

thedatewent

Joshua:terribleterribleterriblesomepeoplearedull

Duncan:heebanna

Joshua:imtellingyou.Ifyouhaveeverheard

anythingcalledwastedbeauty,that'stheladyimet

yesterday

Duncan:factisshe'sbeautifulandagainitsnotlike

youarelookingforsomethingpermanent

Joshua:yesbutdoyouforgetthekindofwoman

mymotheris?Thatwomanhasstandardsandi

don'twanttobetheonetodropthemhenceihave

beenfocusingonpornhubandmycompany.

Womenarealotofwork

Duncan:sobacktosquare1?

Joshua:iguesssobutthepartyisin5dayswhere

willifindaperfectwomaninthatshortperiod?Le



goneiwantonewithonechildatleastyouknow

Duncan:idon'twishtobeyoubruhgoodluck

Joshua:maybeyoushouldborrowmePatience

Duncan:ohhellnobuddy,handsoffmywoman

HewhistledleavingwhileJoshuachuckledshaking

hishead...

Joshua:thefriendswekeep.Yeahneh

Hesaidgoingthroughhisfiles

AWHILELATER

AtMaya'spreviousworkplace...

Shehuggedherworkbuddyafterpackingallher



things...

Maya:atleastyouarestillhere

Lady:yeahheybutihopeyoufindsomethingsoon

Maya:iactuallyhave.Notallthatbutimgrateful

Lady:that'sgreat

Maya:okloveletmegoseethebossthendashoff

wewillmeetaround

Lady:surelove

TheypartedwaysasMayaheadedtoJorge'soffice

andknocked...

Jorge:(switchedofffromapornsitetocompany

files)comein

Maya:(stuckherheadin)gooddayboss

Jorge:ohMsMcomein

Maya:icametosaymylastgoodbyes



Jorge:ohthat'swonderfulofyou.Haveaseat(she

did)wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Maya:waterwillbefine

Jorge:ok

Hesaidgoingtowherehekeptthebottledwater

andtookone.Henoticedthedoorwasnotfully

closedashecloseditandsubtlylockeditputting

thekeyinhispocket...

Jorge:sowheretofromhere?

Maya:(smiled)thanks.Ihaveactuallyfoundajob

Jorge:ohsofast?

Maya:Godworksinmysteriouswayssir

Jorge:iconcurbutyouknowyoudon'thavetogo

Maya:hmm?

Jorge:imeanwecanworksomethingout

Maya:(swallowedherwater)idon'tunderstandsir



Jorge:ihelpyoutokeepyourwellpayingjoband

youscratchmybag

Maya:imhonestlylostboss

Jorge:(sighed)letmejogyourmemoryalittle,do

yourecallthe3kyoureceivedanonymouslyafew

dayaago?(Shechokedonthewaterashesmiled)i

cantakecareofyouonlyifyoutakecareofme

Hesaidholdingherchinliftingherfaceupasshe

swallowedahugelumpwithafrownonherface

lookingathim.

^

^

^

^

^
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Mayasoftlymovedhishandfromherchinwhile

lookingupathissmileyface...

Jorge:hmm?Whatdoyousaybeautiful?

Maya:canipleasego

Jorge:comeonMayadon'tbelikethat.Abeautiful

womanlikeyoudeservesnicethings

Maya:(softly)idon'tappreciateyourperceptionof

me

Jorge:imnotsayingyouareaprostituteor

whateverthatyouthinkimightmeanallimsaying

isimwillingtogiveyouheavenonearth

Maya:thanksbutnothanks(stoodupashepushed

herbackdownandsmiled)

Jorge:lookYa-Yaweareadultswedon'thaveto

fightaboutthis

Maya:sirareyoubeingphysicalnow?



Jorge:imnotbeingphysicalijustwanttomake

surethatweunderstandoneanother

Maya:imsorryican'tdowhatyouwantmetodosir

that'snotwhoiam

Jorge:ohsoyouwouldrathergoworkina

restaurantwhereyouearnlikewhat,2.5?Comeon

Maya,inthisdayandage

Maya:(frowned)howdoyouknowthat?

Jorge:(smiled)itdoesn'tmatterhowiknowallthat

mattersisthaticanofferyoubetter.Imeanyour

childrenareschoolkidshowwillyoubeableto

affordtheirschoolfeesandalltheotherextra

curricularsthatcomeswithbeingaschoolchild?

Youobviouslyneedmorethanthatlousy2.5.You

haveacarthatwillalwaysgiveyoutroubleon

unexpecteddayssoyouwillneedtohave

somethingonthesideforsuchrainydaysordoyou

wanttobelabelledanexpensebyyourfriends

everytime(shefrownedmore)comeonyou'rea

motherthinklikeamother

Maya:withthat2.5Kiwillbeabletothinklikea



mothersopleaseletmego

Jorge:Maya,Maya,Mayawhataboutthe3know?

Maya:(swallowed)withallduerespectinever

askedforit

Jorge:butyoucouldn'twaittospendithuh?Even

onyouruselessbabydaddygoodriddancehedied

Maya:(frownedagain)whydoifeellikeimnotsafe

aroundyou?

Jorge:let'sjustsayicarealotaboutyoutomake

surethatthingsgowellforyou

Maya:(scoffed)doyouknowthatyoucanbe

lockedupforwhatyouaredoing?

Jorge:heebannawhendidwegothatfar?

Maya:themomentyousawitfittoinvademy

privacy.(Annoyed)whothehelldoyouthinkyou

are?Iwillpaybackyour3Kifthat'swhatyouwant

Shepushedherchairbackandheadedtothedoor

onlytofindthatit'slocked.Sheswallowedand



turnedtoJorgewhowassmilingwithhisarms

folded...

Jorge:youareafiestyoneisee

Maya:howandwhendidyoulockthisdoor?

Jorge:yourdecisioniswhatwilldetermineifyou

walkoutthatdoorornot

Maya:(swallowed)pleaseopenthedoorthekids

arewaitingforme

Jorge:comegetthekeybeautifulthing(hesaid

removingitfromhispocket)

Maya:(swallowed)whydowehavetodothis?

Jorge:lovecomeforthekey.

Maya:(slowlywenttohim)siriknowyouarenot

thisperson.Maybewecanfindanotherwaytothis

thanwhatyouaresuggesting.I...

Hegrabbedherarmasshescreamedwhilehe

pulledhercloseandturnedhermakinghersiton



himandcoveredhermouthwithhishand.Mayafelt

herwholebodybecomeweakasfearconsumed

her...

Jorge:(leanedonherearandclenchedhisteeth)ok

itriedtobepatientwithyoubutnowiseethatyou

thinkyouaresmart.Imtryingtogiveyouabetter

waytolifebutyouwanttothrowitbackonmyface.

Imgoingtogiveyouonelastchancetothinkabout

itorelseyouwon'tknowwhathityou.Doyouhear

me?(Shenervouslynodded)

Jorge:(smiled)goodgirl(letgoofher)nowhere's

thekeydon'tbenervous,beagoodgirlandcome

backtomeverysoon.Youknowthatidon't

appreciatetobekeptwaiting

Shegrabbedthekeyandunlockedlookingathim

thenquicklywalkedoutandpacedwithoutlooking

backwhileJorgesmiledandsighedtakinghisseat.

Mayagrabbedherthingsbythefrontdeskand

headedtohercarwhereshegotinsideandheaved



ahugesighwithherheartpounding...

Maya:what!?

Shelookedbackatthebuildingthroughthemirrors

andswallowedstartinghercarasJorge'swords

playedinherhead...

"Imgoingtogiveyouonelastchancetothinkabout

itorelseyouwon'tknowwhathityou"

Shequicklygotridofthethoughtsandfocusedon

drivingasherphonerang.Shesighedlookingatthe

nameandanswered...

Maya:helloimdriving

Mopati:aommasoyouarealwaysgoingtobe

drivingwhenevericall?



Maya:whatdoyouwantMopati?

Mopati:comeonMayaimnotthebadguyhere

Maya:whatdoyouwantMopatiijusttoldyouthat

imdriving

Mopati:ijustwanttoknowhowtheinterviewwent

Maya:itwentokthanks

Mopati:didyougetthejob?

Maya:theysaidtheywillcallmeback

Mopati:youdon'thavetolietomeMaya

Maya:(sighed)okigotthejob.Thankyoufor

everything

Mopati:there'snoneedforyoutothankmebut

sinceyouwanttothankmeisuggestthereare

betterwaysofdoingso(bithislowerlip)

Maya:excuseme?

Mopati:nonoidon'tmeanitinthatwaywhatim

sayingismaybewecangooutfordinneror

something



Maya:imreportingtoworktomorrowandmyoffis

onSundaysonlyandiintendtoreservethatdayto

spendwithmychildren.Onceagainthankyoufor

hookingmeupwiththejob.Bye

ShehungupasMopatifrownedandscoffedputting

hisphonedown.Hisfriendlookedathimfromhis

deskandchuckled...

Man:yeahneh"imgoingtogiveupuntilimbetween

herethighs."Keeo(thereyougo)

Mopati:shutupmanandyesimnotgoingtogive

up

Man:whatcanyoupossiblydo?Itsclearthatshe's

notthatdesperatenornaive

Mopati:ihavebeeninthisgameforalongtimemy

guy(clickedhistongue)infactdon'tyouhave

patientstocheckonthantobesittingtheredoing

nothing?

Man:suityourselfbuddy



Hechuckledgivinghimhisbackandplayedonhis

phonewhileMopatithoughtfullyturnedtohis

computer.

InMochudi...

WiththecurtainofherroomopenNyashasangout

loudtothemusicfromherphonewhilefoldingher

clothes.OutsideMosesrakedbutstoppedlooking

ather.Shehadonafloralminidressthatshowed

hersmoothdarkthingsandthesecondhelanded

hiseyesonthemhisbloodrushedtohismanhood.

Heswallowedahugelumpoflustashelosthimself

ontheview.Nyashacaughtaglimpseofhimand

grabbedat-shirtthatfellandlookedathimagain

withafrownonherface...

Nyasha:sorrycanihelpyou?(Hekeptquiet)hello!?

Moses:(clearedhisthroat)oh,ohhi



Nyasha:yes,whatcanidoforyou?Doyouwantme

totellgrannythatyouarelazingaround?

Moses:no,nopleasedon't

Nyasha:thenwhatareyoudoingjuststandingthere

andnotdoingwhatyouarebeingpaidfor?

Moses:imsorryididn'tmeantodisturbyou

Nyasha:urgh,idiots

Shesaidclosingthecurtainandcontinuedsinging

whileMosessmiledandcontinuedwithhischores.

AttheKavimba's...

Preciousfinishedeatingandputherplateinthe

zinc.SheburpedandtookherphonedialingNale...

Nale:goodmorningbabe

Precious:heylovehowareyoudoing?



Nale:imgoodloveandyourself?

Precious:imnotokbabe

Nale:what'sgoingon?

Precious:itriedtokeepthisbutican'tanymore

Nale:talktomemylove

Precious:itsLovemore.

Nale:don'ttellmehe'scheatingonyou

Precious:nononoLovemorewouldneverdothat

Nale:ishesick?

Precious:nolove(sighed)he'salwayssayingharsh

thingstome

Nale:harshthingslike?

Precious:justlastnighthetoldmethathetrusts

mysisterwithhiskidsmorethanitheirmotherand

he'salwaystellingmethatimjustatrophywife

Nale:heebannaareyouseriousPrecious?

Precious:imtellingyoufriend.Imalwaysblocking

everythinghesaysawaybutwhathesaidaboutour



kidslastnightreallygottome

Nale:nomanthat'sunfair.Sowhatyouareatrophy

wife,didhenotmarryyouwithintensionstotake

careofyou?Akerehefoundyouwithnojob?

Precious:yes

Nale:sowhydoesithavetomatternow.Heshould

justmanupandsticktohispromisesandstop

makinghisproblemsyours.Ishehavingfinancial

problems?

Precious:notatall

Nale:thenstandupforyourselfaswellandstop

lettinghimwalkalloveryou.Iknowyouasa

confidentwomanPreciousdon'tlethimdimthat

light.Wetheryouaredependantonhimornot

you'restillhumanandagainhemarriedyou

knowingthatyouarejustbringingyourselfonthe

table

Precious:youarerightfriendishouldstandupfor

myselfandnotlethimthinkimawalkover

Nale:yesbabeyes



Precious:thankyouforremindingmeofwhoiam

Nale:that'smyjobasyourfriendmylove

Precious:shoppingtherapymaybe?

Nale:you'repayingright?

Precious:ofcourselove

Nale:thenwe'reon(theylaughed)

Precious:I'llbethereinanhour

TheyhungupasPrecioussighedandsmiledgoing

up.

AtTitus'sworkplace...

Hehandedinhisleaveapplicationandlaughedwith

hisbossleaving.Hegotinhiscarandreversedout

ashisphonerang...

Titus:ma



Rona:Titusyourgirlfriendispregnantbutyouare

nottalkingtous

Titus:what'stheretotalkmoreaboutmadidn'twe

paythedamages?

Rona:where'sshegoingtobeconfined?

Titus:herhome

Rona:why?Thosepeoplearegoingtofeedour

childtraditionalherbs

Titus:youknowLesedi'sfamilyarechristians

Rona:witcheshidebehindchristianityTitus

Titus:soyouaretryingtosaythatmyfianceeisa

witch?

Rona:andmyspirithasneveracceptedthatgirlyou

knowijusttoleratedherbecauseyouaremychild

Titus:whydidyoucall?

Rona:whenareyougettingmarried?It'sbeen5

yearssinceyouliedtothatgirlofyours

Titus:wearetakingthingsatourownpacedon't

rushusplease



Rona:imstayingaloneTitusiwantadaughterin

law

Titus:soyouwanttoabusemywife?(Scoffed)get

amaid

Rona:howfarisshekante?

Titus:nottoofar

Rona:keagobotsatlheTitus(imaskingyou)

Titus:maimdrivingbye

Rona:ijogosiamerra(bye)

TheyhungupasTitusscoffedshakinghishead

whileRonawentthroughhercontactsanddialeda

contact...

Lady:hello?

Rona:ineedyourservicesbutidon'twanttobe

seencomingtoyourplace

Lady:sohowimitohelpyouMmaMoeti?



Rona:idon'tknowbutthesooneryouhelpthe

better

Lady:youaretheonewhoneedsmeMmaMoeti

cometome

Rona:mmaiwanttosavemysonfromsomeone

beforeit'stoolateplease.Akereyouhelpedmewith

Mayawhilespeakingoverthephonewhycan'tyou

helpmewiththischild?

Lady:MmaMoetiifyouarethatmuchinneedofmy

servicesmydoorisalwaysopenandagainMayais

yourchildyoutoldmewhereyouburiedher

umbilicalcordandiwentforitwiththisgirlit's

differentsocometomyhouse

Rona:but...

TheladyhungupasRonasighedandtappedher

phonethinkingofwhattodo.

AttheDuncan's...



Thesiblingsplayedchesswhiletheirmothersatin

thelivingroomwatchingtvwithPatiencedoingthe

laundry...

Saint:sosincethingslookgoodbetweenmomand

dadithinkweshoulddropthatidea

Apple:no

Saint:whyareyousayingno?

Apple:youneverknowmaybetheguyisjust

throwingeveryoneoffsothatwedon'tsuspect

anythingsowearegoingaheadasplanned.My

datewiththatguyisset

Saint:comeonApplelet'sjustgiveitafewdays

andseeifanythingwouldchange

Apple:noyoucanbutimnot.Untilihaveproofthat

wewerebeingparanoidimnotgoingtostop.

Peopleareverytricky

Saint:but...

Apple:there'snothingyoucansaythat'sgoingto

persuademebrother.Checkmate.Yes!



ShejumpedupcelebratingwhileSaintsatbackand

sighed...

Saint:iwantare-match

LornaandPatiencelaughedathimwhileAppletook

hermoney.

AtMaya'shouse...

Shegotoffthephonewiththeschoolandtookher

bagandcarkeys...

Herbert:youareleavingagainmama?

Maya:yeswhatdoyouguyswant?

Lucas:whereareyouoffto?

Maya:thebank.Shouldigetsomethingforyou?



Lucas:let'sgooutforpizzaandicecream

Maya:imworkingonatightbudgetmyloveim

goingtopaytheirschoolfees

Lucas:ihaveallowanceauntydadjustcreditedmy

card

Maya:noLuciican'tdothattoyou

Lucas:idon'tmindaunty

Maya:Luci

Lucas:youarewastingtimeaunty.Guysputon

yourpropershoeswearegoingoutforpizzaand

icecream

Both:yeay!

Thewastednosecondandjumpedofftheirsmall

chairsgoingtothebedroomwhileMayashookher

headgoingtowaitfortheminthecar.Herphone

rang...

Maya:hello?



MmaLuke:youwitch!Youkilledmyson!

Maya:(frowned)who'sthis?

MmaLuke:Mayayouaregoingtopayforkillingmy

son.ThatwasmyonlychildMaya

Maya:MmaLuke?

MmaLuke:imtellingyou,youwillneverfindpeace

aslongasimstillalive

SheclickedhertonguehangingupasMayaslowly

putherphonedownwithafrownonherface.She

foundherselfburstingintoalaughandclickedher

tongue...

Maya:Mayayoureallyarelivingonehellofalife

shame.Kids!?

Theycamerunningandwentinthecarasshe

droveoff.



InLedumangSenior...

Lewiswalkedwithhisheaddownonhisphoneand

anotherhandinapocket.Astudentbumpedinto

himandjustwalkedonashescoffedshakinghis

head.Hestoppedandfrownedashecaughtascent

ofhiscologneandturned...

Lewis:bloodysananapo.Heewenayoungboystop

there!

Thaboturnedwithafrownonhisfaceandranoff

asLewisranafterhim...

Lewis:heethibangkoo.Bloodythieftshwarang

mothoyoo!(Blockhim,stopthatperson)

^

^

^



^

^
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Lewis:stlatla!(Fool)

HesaidputtinghisfootbetweenThabo'slegsashe

trippedonitandfellonhisface.Lewiswastedno

secondasheturnedhimandwentonhimbut

frownedrecallinghisface...

Lewis:what!?

Thabo:(coveredhisface)pleaseletmego.Please

Lewis:Thabo?

Thattimestudentswerealreadysurroundingthem.



Otherslaughingwhileotherstookpictures...

Lewis:Thabo!?(Hesaidgettingoffhim)Thabofela

Thabo?(Thaboswallowed)heelonale

shenametseng(whatareyoulookingat)gobackto

yourclasses!

Student:ahsiritslunchtime

Lewis:ketlagophaphamollakampamamosetsana

goreotsenemoperiodengwankutlwa?(Iwillslap

youhardthatyougetyourperiodnow)

Knowinghowunfilteredhismouthwastheyall

dispersedonebyoneuntilhewasleftwithThabo

stillholdinghimbythewaistofhispants...

Lewis:wena,come!

Thabo:ahsir

Hesaiddragginghimtohisoffice...



Lewis:sit

Thabo:whathaveidonenow?

Lewis:whathaveyoudone?Whendidyouever

smellthiskindofcologneonaStudent?Where's

mymoney?(Hekeptquiet)Thabowherethehellis

mymoney!?

Thabo:ispentit

Lewis:iwantmymoneyandiwantitnoworelseim

goingtocallyourparents

Thabo:ao?

Lewis:yesyouthinkimjoking?

Thabo:wellthenyoushouldbereadytoexplainto

them,theheadmasterandministerwhyyouwould

seduceastudentandmolesthim

Lewis:excuseme?

Thabo:(stoodup)maraontlwaelamasepa(youare

gettingoverfamiliarwithme)wenaLewiswaitse

yesesman



Lewis:heebannathischild.Firstlyyouwenttoa

partywhileknowingyouwereunderagehowwasi

supposedtoknowitwasyou?

Thabo:andyouthinktheywouldbelieveyou?

(Chuckled)yeahright

Lewis:atleastgivememyphoneandwatchesthen

becauseimnotabouttohavethesamescentasa

student

Thabo:isolditandthewatches

Lewis:what!?Doyouknowhowmuchthose

watchescost!?

Thabo:eitah,lesagonrasetsabrazenplease(stop

makingnoisemybrother)

Lewis:brazen?(Scoffed)Thaboimyour...

Thabo:listen,fromnowonyouaregoingtodoasi

say,goodmarksinEnglish,givememoneyevery

week,nothinglessthan1Kandbuymeandmy

guysalcoholeveryweekend

Lewis:youmustbecrazy

Thabo:onewordMrL,onewordandyourprecious



careerwillcomedowncrumbling

Lewis:whatkindofachildareyou?

Thabo:(smiled)onethatisabletorideyouallnight

andmakeyoushake(helaughed)

Lewis:shutit!

Thabo:(smiled)youhaveaniceassthoughyou

knowwagripaekaregaomotsadi(youaretight,it's

asifyouarenotold)youknowyourstuffreallywell

(hesaidlickinghislips)

Lewis:getoutofmyoffice!

Thabo:dowehaveadealornot?

Lewis:Thaboisaidgetout!

Thabo:I'lltakethataswehaveadeal.Seeyouon

Fridaysweetnessandipromisetogiveittoyou

betterthanbefore.Mxwaa

HelaughedbouncingoutasLewisslammedthe

doorandangrilybithislowerliptighteninghis

fists...



Lewis:dammit!ShitLewis,shit!(Sighed)whathave

youdone?Whatthehellhaveyoudone!

Hegruntedpunchinghisdeskandheavedahuge

sighshakinghishead.

AttheDuncan's...

Patiencetooksomeclothesoffthelineandwentto

theironingroomasLornajoinedherwithacocktail

inherhand...

Patience:ohhima'am

Lorna:hilove.Theyaredryalready

Patience:yeahbuttherearesomeontheline

Lorna:ohok.Wenevercaughtupkanayesterdayi

wasbusytellingyoumythings



Patience:what'stheretocatchupabout?

Lorna:yoursonbabesimeanwearecloseenough

foryoutoshareanythingabouthimwithmeisn'tit?

Patience:(chuckled)ahmadamthere'snothingto

reallytalkabout

Lorna:comeonPyounevertoldmehisname,

birthdayorevenhisfather'sname

Patience:(heartskippedassheclearedherthroat)

bathongmadam

Lorna:iwanttoknoweverything,againiwantto

knowifyouarestilltogetherwithhimandifnoti

canaskDuncantohookyouupwithhispartneryoh

bathongthatmanhasbeensinglesinceimethim

Patience:togetherwithwho?

Lorna:thefatherofthechildbathongP

Patience:oh(chuckled)yeahwearestilltogether

Lorna:oh(smiled)sothisiswheretheglowcomes

from?

Patience:madamyouaremakingme



uncomfortable

Lorna:(laughed)thatmeanshe'sgivingittoyou

goodmylove.Doyoueverseeyourselfwhenever

youcomebackfromtheweekend?Yoh

PatiencejustsmiledasLornasippedherdrink...

Lorna:sowhat'shisname?

Patience:who?

Lorna:heebathongPatiencenaaregaobatlego

tlotlalenna?(Areyounotinterestedinchattingwith

me)

Patience:nomadamit'sjustthatiwanttofocuson

theironingidon'twanttoburnApple'sclothesyou

knowhowmuchsheadoresthem

Lorna:aesokasheknowsshecanalwaysgetnew

onesanytime.Namebabeandhisbirthdayihopeit

hasn'tpassedbecauseiwouldliketothrowhimthe

biggestparty



Patience:what?

Lorna:yesasawayofsayingthankyouforletting

yourmotherbewithusduringtheweek

Patience:nomadamthatwon'tbenecessary.You

thankmeenoughwithagoodsalaryandabonus

everyquarteroftheyear

Lorna:comeonPdon'tbesilly

Patience:whatwouldyouliketohavefordinner

madam?

Lorna:aoPmma(Patiencesmiled)youknowwhat

it'sfineiseeyouarenotinterestedintalkingtome.

Bye

Patience:ahma'am?

Lorna:byePenjoyyourironing

ShesaidleavingwhilePatiencelookedatherfrom

bottomupandrolledhereyesimitatingherunder

herbreath...



Patience:mybabydaddytakescareofhisson

thankyou.Hisbiologicalsonifyouknew

Sheclickedhertongueandcontinuedtoiron.

Atthemall...

Theiricecreamscamewhiletheylaughedat

Herbert'sjokes...

Maya:youaresosillyHerbertah

Herbert:thankyouLucas

April:(smiled)thankyou

Lucas:for?

Herbert:thepizzaandicecream

Lucas:youarewelcomeguysbutyoudon'thaveto

thankme

Herbert:momhastaughtustoalwayssaythank



youwhensomeonedoessomethinggoodforus

Maya:awwguys

Lucas:iwishyouweremymotheraunty

April:ahnoimokidon'twantanotherbrother(they

laughed)

Maya:whyApril?

April:brothersareannoying.Herbertgivesme

enoughstress(theylaughed)

Maya:Aprilyouare3whatdoyouknowabout

stress?

ShemadeafacepointingatHerbertastheyall

burstintoalaughwhileHerbertsulked...

Maya:comeonHerbyyouknowshe'sjoking

Herbert:(laughed)igotyouguys(theylaughed)

Maya:soguysihavesomethingtotellyou

Herbert:ok



Maya:onFridaymommylostherjobbutshegota

newonetoday

Herbert:ohialmosthadaheartattackphew

Lucas:youaresosilly.Congradulationsaunty

Maya:thankyouLuci,anotherthingismommy

won'tbeabletoaffordyourschoolanymoresoyou

guyswillbegoingtoanewschoolwhenyouopen

Herbert:ahmamawhataboutourfriends?

Maya:youwillmakenewonesattheschoolmy

love.Mommy'sjobisnotpayingthatmuchsoshe's

tryingtocutdowntheheavycosts

Herbert:mamano

April:nomama

Maya:imsorrymybabiesbutipromiseyou,you

willlovethenewschool

Herbert:letLucashelpyoupayforourschoolhe

hasmoneyright

Maya:ahahnoHerbyLuciisstillyounghismoney

isforhimtospendonwhathewantsandit'snot



eventhatmuch

Herbert:ahnnaiwantmyoldschool

Hesaidputtinghisheadunderhisarmsonthe

tableasMayasighedandliftedhishead...

Maya:nanaificouldaffordtheschoolwewouldn't

beinthissituationordoyouwantmommytobein

alotofdebt?(Heshookhishead)yesbecauseif

mommygetsinalotofdebtthepolicearegoingto

takeherandyouwillbeleftalone

April:comeonHerbertyouwillbegoingtobig

schoolsoonmoss

Maya:exactlymygirlandbesidesthatanew

environmentisalwaysgood

Herbert:(stillsulking)ok

Maya:that'smyboy(checkedthetime)let'sget

goingguysineedtomakesureimreadyfor

tomorrowyouwillhaveyouricecreamsinthecar



Theytookthemandfollowedoneanotherout.They

quietlygotinthecarasMayatriedtostartitbutit

failed...

Maya:ohno,notagain

Lucas:whatisitaunty?

Maya:mustbetheterminalsagaincomehelpme

out

Shesaidopeningthebonnetandmadetheirway

outleavingAprilandHerbertinside.Shefiddled

withtheterminalswhileLucaswaitedonhertotell

hertostartthecar....

Lucas:aunty?

Maya:yesbaby

Lucas:abouttheschoolfees,ithinkicanspeakto

dadforyou



Maya:noLuciit'sfine.Trytostartthecar

Lucas:(did)nothing

Maya:eish

Lucas:comeonauntydoyouseehowsadHerbyis

thiswouldmakehimhappy

Maya:noLucasyouknowhowmyrelationshipwith

yourmotherisshewon'tallowit

Lucas:shedoesn'thavetoknow

Maya:noLucithat'slyingandimnotgoingtolet

youstartdoingso.Tryagain

Lucas:stillnothing.Comeonaunty,Herbyloves

thatschoolpleaseallowmetotalktodad

Maya:noLuci,thankyoumyboybutno.Iknowyou

careaboutyourcousinsbutit'sfine.Herbywillbe

overitsoon.Iguessiwillhavetojustcallthatman

Lucas:aunty

Maya:Lucasgetinthecar



ShesaidcheckingforJoshua'scardandtookher

phonewhileLucassighedgettinginthecar...

Maya:goodafternoonmayipleasespeakto

JoshuaKgang

Joshua:speaking

Maya:itstheladyyouhelpedwiththeterminalsby

thefuelingstationyesterday

Joshua:ohhelloma'amwhatcanidoforyou?

Maya:imstuckwiththekidsinthemallanditried

eveythingbutitwon'tstart

Joshua:whichmallma'am?

Maya:Sebelesir

Joshua:ohokiwillsendourtowtruckandacar

thatyouwillhopontohere

Maya:okthankyousomuchwe'rejustinfrontof

Mugg&Bean

Joshua:ok.Theywillbetherejustnow



Maya:thankyou(theyhungup)butyoudon'thave

anymoneyMayaandyouknowitcostsalot.

Shesaidgoingaroundincirclestryingtofigureout

whotocall.Herbrotherhadalreadygivenheran

armandalegfortheschoolfeesdebt,hersister

wouldnever,shewouldn'tevenexpectP10fromher

mother,LewisjustgotrobbedandBiancawas

goingtokeeptellingherendlessstories.Shewas

leftwitheitherJorgeorMopatibutthethoughtof

askingthisfavourfromthemmadeherstomach

turn...

Maya:noheseemslikeanicemansoyouwillask

himforcreditthengivehimyourIDoranitemfrom

thehousetoholdontountilyouaregoodtopayhim

Lucas:(gotoutthecar)aunty?

Maya:justgetbackinthecarLuci

Lucas:arewegoinghomeornot?

Maya:youcanseethecarisnotstartingthe



mechanicwillbeheresoon

Lucas:doyouhavemoneytopaythemaunty?

Maya:yesLucasgetinthecar

Lucas:butyouseemworriedauntyareyou...

Maya:(agitated)ohgraciousLordLucaswouldyou

justgetbackinthecarplease!

Hesquinthiseyesandsighedgettingbackin.Still

contemplatingheroptionsMayahadnochoicebut

toendupchoosingoneovertheother.Sheheaved

afewsighedanddialedJorgewithherteeth

clenched.Itrangoncebutshequicklyhungupand

quicklydialedLovemore.Seeinghermissedcall

Jorgesmiledandtriedtocallherbutherlinewas

busy.Hesighedandputhisphonedown.

MeanwhileMayafinishedspeakingtoLovemore

andbitherthumbasamessagereportedafew

secondslater...

Maya:ohthankyouLord(sighedoutofrelief)you



almostsoldyoursoulMaya,eses

Shesaidwithasmilelookingatthebank

notificationwhilethetowtruckandtheirridearrived.

Atthemall...

PreciouslaughedwithNaleasherphonerang...

Precious:sorryloveletmetakethis.Mama?

Rona:baby

Precious:what'supmaimbusy

Rona:okiwon'tbelong.Preciouswe(checkedher

coast)weneedtogetridofLesediandverysoon

kanasaleoreotladirakgangelelejaana?(Youlong

saidyouwilltakecareofthatissueevennow)

Precious:holdon,Naleiwillbewithyoujustnow

Nale:ohoklove



PrecioussteppedoutoftheshopwhileNale

continuedtolookthroughclothes...

Precious:mayouknowimstillwaitingforherto

cometometheniwillbeabletodothedeed

Rona:noPreciousihaveafeelingshe'saboutto

givebirth.ShouldthischildsurviveTituswillbe

gone.Can'tyoudoitthroughTitus?

Precious:nomayouwantmetohurtmyown

brothercomeon?

Rona:ohpleasePreciousweren'tyouhappywheni

toldyouwhatididtoMaya?

Precious:MayaandTitusarenotthesameperson

andyouknowwhyiwashappywithwhatyoudidto

Maya.Justbepatientmaiwillgettoheronewayor

theother

Rona:youshouldandverysoonorelseimgoingto

riskitandvisitthatwomanmyself

Precious:mamaommewathapelo(youarea



womanofprayerma)youcan'tbeseenentering

someplacesao.WhatkindofaChristianwoman

wouldyoube.Iwilltakecareofthistrustme.Titus

isnotgoingtomarrythatbitchnorwillheraisea

childwithher

Rona:good.Anotherthingstopallowingyoursonto

bearoundMaya

Precious:whatshouldidoma?Lucasisoldenough

tomakehisdecisions

Rona:youwanthimtodie?

Precious:ofcoursenotbona(look)iwillseeto

everythingbye

Rona:bye

Precioussighedhangingupandshookherhead.

Shewentbacktotheshopbutfrozebythedooras

shereceivedabanknotification...

Precious:"P4000paidtoaccount...(frowned)Maya

MoetifromL,Kavimba..."heebathongLovemoreo



mpontshang?(WhatisLovemoretryingtodo)4000?

ShesaidgoingtowhereNalewasfuming.

AtMmaLuke'shouse...

Theladiesthatsatwithhergotservedwith

sandwichesanddrinksasshesighedsittingback...

MmaLuke:soyeahjustlikethatmyonlychild

passedon

Woman:wearesosorrytohearthatdear.Kante

didn'tLukehaveachild?

MmaLuke:mxmhehaschildrenlemmamotse

mongwegonemo(withthisothervillagewhore

around)

Woman:didyouguyspaydamages?

MmaLuke:yesforbothkids



Woman:aothenyoushouldgotakethosekidsand

staywiththem

MmaLuke:what?

Woman2:yesMmaLuketheyaretheonesthatwill

comfortyou.Youdidalltherightthingsmmago

andtakethosekids.Theyareliterallyyours.Aoo

batlagonnafelaolenosibanabaleteng,yago

tsayabanamma(youwanttostayalonewhileyou

havekids,gotakethosekidswoman)

MmaLukesquinthereyesthinkingaboutwhatthey

justsaid.

^

^

^

^

^
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Preciousclickedhertonguethrowinghershopping

bagsinhercarandslammedthedoor...

Precious:mymoneyNale?My...(scoffed)whatdoes

Lovemoretakemefor?Howdoeshegooffandgive

thatidiotsomuchmoneyandwhy?

Nale:youneedtofindoutandyouneedtofindout

verysoon

Precious:imcallinghershebettersendbackthat

money

Nale:nonowait

Precious:waitforwhatNale?Waitforwhat?Should

iletsomeonegospendmymoneyonherfatherless

kids?It'snotmyproblemthatshechosetofallfor

anidiotthatgavehernot1but2stupidkids

Nale:thepersonyoushouldconfronthereis

Lovemore,heneedstoexplainwhyhewouldtake



outsomuchmoneyandgiveittosomeonewho

contributesnothingtothefamily

Precious:ifeellikeransackingherhouse(clicked

hertongue)stupidbitchyesesLovemorehasgotten

onmylastnervethistimearound

Nale:iknowyouareangryfriendbutbepatientand

waitforhimtocomebackhomethenyouwillgetto

askhimwhyhewoulddosuchathing

Precious:(sighed)okfriendbutimnotgoingto

leaveMayalikethatnoonegetstospendmy

children'smoneylikethat.Shemustgoaskher

children'sfatherformoneyandstayawayfrommy

home.Getinthecar

NalewentintheothersidewhilePreciousgotinthe

driver'sseatanddroveoff.

Atthegarage...

ThekidsplayedagameonLucas'sphonewhile



Mayasatalonelookingonasthemechanicworked

onhercar.ShesawJoshuacomingoutofhisoffice

andspoketoanemployeeforabitthensmiledas

theypartedways.Heseemedtohaveagood

relationshipwithhisemployeesashestoppedby

themechanicandspoketohim.Itseemedasifthey

werejokingwhileheshowedhimwhattodo.Maya

foundherselfsmilingbutstoppedasherphone

vibrated.Itwasjustteriffchainmessagesasshe

sighedandputitawaywhileJoshuacametoher...

Joshua:ihopewearenotdelayingyouma'am

Maya:wellthecarhasaproblemwhichhastobe

attendedtosothere'snohowicancomplain

Joshua:(smiled)fairenough.Theywillbedonein

justafewminutes

Maya:thankyousomuch

Joshua:butyoureallyneedtogetanewcarorelse

youaregoingtospendonthisone

Maya:(smiled)iwishicouldbutlifeseemstohave



itsownplans

Joshua:don'tworrythingswillfallbackintoplace

soon

Maya:whatwecandoistrustintheLordandkeep

prayingandworkinghard

Joshua:truethat.Youareawomanoffaithisee

Maya:yesibelievethere'saGodouttherebutim

notmuchofachurchgoer

Joshua:wellwedon'thavetogotochurchevery

Sundaytovalidatethatwehavearelationshipwith

God

Maya:iconcur

Joshua:mynameisJoshua

Maya:isawitonthecard.ImMaya,MayaMoeti

(theyshookhands)

Joshua:nicemeetingyouMsMoeti

Maya:yeah,again(theylaughed)ididn'tknowwhat

iwouldhavedoneifididn'thaveyournumber

Joshua:fatemyladyfate



Maya:yeahhey

Joshua:arethoseyourkids?

Maya:yes,theeldestismynephewhe'svisitinghis

cousinssincetheschoolsareclosed

Joshua:ohnice.Youreallyhavebeautifulkidsand

theylooklikeyou

Maya:thankyou.Igetthatalot(theychuckled)

Joshua:aretheytwins?

Maya:nopetheboyis5andthegirlis3

Joshua:ohniceiguessy'allhavegoodgenes

becausetheboyisnotagingatall(theylaughed)

Mechanic:imdonewiththecarma'am

Maya:ohokthankyousomuch.Ihavetopayatthe

frontright?

Mechanic:yesma'am

Maya:thankyousomuch.MrKgangyoureally

cameinhandymayGodblessyou

Joshua:(smiled)thankyoumyladyandenjoythe



restoftheday

Maya:(smiled)kidslet'sgo

Both:(screamed)finally!

Herbert:oh,(withhishandstogether)thankyousir

Joshua:(smiledsurprisedandputhishands

togetheraswell)youarewelcomesir

Theyhoppedinthecarwhiletheirmothersmiled

shakingherhead.Shedrovetothefrontwhile

Joshualookedatthecarwithasmileonhisface

andwentbacktotheofficewithhishandsinhis

pockets.

Atthebarracks...

Mopati'sfriendwentintotheirofficesingingbut

stoppedseeinghisfriendwholookedmilesaway...



Man:Mo?Heelaboyboywakeup

Mopati:huh?Oh,whatisit?

Man:whyareyoudaydreaming?

Mopati:imnotdaydreamingareyoucrazy

Man:ijustwalkedinonyoulookingmilesawayisit

theladyfromtheparty(laughed)youneedtoget

overthatchickbruhcomeon.Whendidyou

becomethisperson?

Mopati:whatperson?

Man:someonewhoisobsessedwithanother

person'spussy?

Mopati:whatareyoutalkingabout?Ihaven'teven

fuckedher

Man:exactlybutyouareobsessingabouther.I

don'tunderstandwhatthefussaboutheris.She's

justarandombasicchickyoushouldgetover.

Mopati:justshutupdudeah

Man:thisisgabsdudegasekoMoiyabanawhere

youcanfoolagirlwithtwobottlesofbeerandbe



certainthatyouaregoingtogetaslice,nopapain

Gabsyouworkhard.Looknowyouevenscoredher

ajobbuthaveyougottensomethinginreturn?

Dololo

Mopati:wethershelikesitornotsheandiaregoing

toenduptogether

Man:together?

Mopati:youknowwhatimean

Man:eheiwasstartingtowonderifyouhavesome

kindoffeelingsforher

Mopati:yesido,feelingstofuckher(theylaughed)

sohowfarwithyourplanforherfriend?

Man:ijustwanttocatchhimoffguard

Mopati:whydoyouhavetodothatthough?

Man:imnotgoingtobeinsultedbysomewannabe

Somiziandhavehimthinkhecangetawaywithit,

no

Mopati:ohwellisee,let'sjusthopeitdoesn'tcome

backtobiteyou



Man:imnotsayingiwanttokillthebastardijust

wanttoremindhimthathe'samanthat'sall

Mopati:isee

Hesaidlookinginhislaptopbutstoppedasa

thoughtcrossedhismind.Hesmiledandwentto

hismail.

AtBianca'shouse...

Lewis:where'sthisgirlB...

Bianca:(coveredherbreastsstartled)yoh!

Lewis:aistopitmanitsme

Bianca:youscaredmedammithowdidyougetin

here?

Lewis:thefrontdoorwasnotlocked

Bianca:ishouldhaveheardyourcarparkingmoss

Lewis:mycarisnotascrapitdoesn'tmake



unnecessarysounds

Bianca:whatareyoudoinghereareyounoton

afternoondutythisweek?

Lewis:iambutimtoostressedtobemoving

aroundcheckingifthosehooligansarestudying.I

justcan'twaitfortheschoolstoclosethisFriday

thosekidsgivemestress

Bianca:isitreallythekids?

Lewis:(sighed)ifoundthethief

Bianca:ohgoodthen,ihopeyoucalledthepolice

onhim

Lewis:he'sastudent

Bianca:what!?(Scoffed)soLewisojelweke

ngwana?(Yougotscrewedbyachild)

Lewis:eewwBiancahowcanyouputitlikethat?

Bianca:becausethat'showitis

Lewis:itoldyouaboutyourlevelofsensitiveness

girly

Bianca:howoldishe,17?



Lewis:ofcoursedoyouthinkiwouldbethis

stressedifhewas18?

Bianca:marakidsoftodayyoh(clappedonce)

Lewis:eishmmaakooapareleifimabeleagagoa

ntshirapelogore(canyoupleaseputonyourbra,

yourbreastsarejustanobstruction)

Bianca:ngngdon'tpleasedon'tstartwithme(putit

on)areyounottheonewhopickedhimatthebaby

shower?

Lewis:ididbutididn'tknowitwashim

Bianca:isheoneofyourstudents?

Lewis:yes

Bianca:tsalaobuletsemoithuti?(Youopenedfora

student)(Shelaughed)

Lewis:Biancastopitman

Bianca:oksorry,sowhereareyourthingsnow?

Lewis:hesoldmyphoneandwatchesandtellsme

hespentthemoney

Bianca:callhisparents



Lewis:ican'tboo

Bianca:why?

Lewis:becausehe'sthreateningme

Bianca:ohwow

Lewis:yepandisevendemandingmore

Bianca:youlie

Lewis:tlhaleentsholetshweukomabitleng(i

swear),hewantsmetomakesurehegetsgood

marksinenglish,hewantsmetogivehimmoney

everyweekandthat'sjustnotanyamountbut

nothinglessthan1k,hewantsmetobuyhimand

hisfriendsalcoholeveryweekendandguesswhati

willbegettinginreturn,sex

Bianca:kidsoftodaybathong,Lewisareyoubeing

forrealnow?

Lewis:seriousasdeathB,ifidon'tmeethis

demandsistandachanceofbeinghumiliatedand

losemycareerandontopofthatgotojailfor

molestation

Bianca:Jesus(inaNigerianaccent)



Lewis:youcansaythatagain

Bianca:ahnohehasyoubabeshereallyhasyou

Lewis:kejewakengwanaBianca?(Imbeing

blackmailedbyachild)Awholemanlikemebe

trickedbyachild?

Bianca:whatcanyoudo?Hehasyourightwhere

hewantsyou

Lewis:totagapebanabaLedumangkebo

diaboloso(andagainLedumangstudentsarelittle

devils)theyhavealwaysbeenlikethat(clickedhis

tongue)stupidcuntijusthavetositdownand

comeupwithaplanofhowicangethim

Bianca:allthebest,whileonworkingonthatplan

tlhemmabonafa(lookhere)

Lewis:aesiesmanBiancamaragoagagoa

shimisamonnaaparaphenti(yourbehindis

disgustingmanputonanunderwear)

HeclickedhistongueleavingwhileBiancalaughed

andfinishedgettingready.



AtKgangT&THeadquarters...

Duncanmadesurehisthingswereinperfectplace

ashetookhisphonetocallPatiencebutLorna's

callcamethroughashesighedandanswered...

Duncan:hiloveiwasabouttocallyou,what'sup?

Lorna:hibabehaveyouknockedoffyet?

Duncan:yeahjustpackedmydesknowimmaking

mywayout,youneedsomething?

Lorna:yeahthere'ssomethingineedyoutodofor

me

Duncan:ohoklovewhatisit?

Lorna:ineedyoutogetsomeinformationon

Patience'ssonforme

Duncan:(heartskippedashefrowned)whylove?

Lorna:itriedtogetitfromherearlierbutshedidn't



wanttosayanything

Duncan:howimisupposedtogetitfromherifyou

failedboo?Areyouguysnotclose?

Lorna:ithoughtwewere

Dunan:ahahloveijustcan'tinvadesomeone's

privatelifelikethatgonemmewhydoyouwant

informationaboutherson?

Lorna:alliwanttoknowiswhenhisbirthdayisso

thaticanplanasurprisepartyforhimifithasn't

passed

Duncan:whydon'tyougetthekidstodothatlove?

Applewouldbedelightedtodosoisn'tshe'sthe

onewholovessecretmissions

Lorna:she'sgoingtoknowimighthavesentthem

love.Iknowyouarenotthatclosetoherbutmaybe

thiswouldmakeherthinkyouarestartingtowarm

uptoher.Startitasabasicconversationbetween

anemployerandanemployee

Duncan:imnotsureaboutwhatyouareaskingme

butiwillseewhattodo.



Lorna:oklovethankyousomuch

Duncan:imnotpromisingthoughbutiwillsee

Lorna:iknowyouwillpullitoff.Comehomealready,

imissyou

Duncan:I'llbetherejustnow(theyhungup)hee

bannathiswoman

Hescoffedtakinghisthingsandlockedhisoffice

leaving.

AtMaya'shouse...

WithMayaironingherthingsforworkandthekids

watchingtvLucassteppedoutsideandmadea

call...

Lovemore:son

Lucas:hidaddyhowareyoudoing?



Lovemore:imgoodmyboyhowareyou?Isaunty

Mayatreatingyougood?

Lucas:youknowifitwasn'tformomiwouldbe

stayingwithauntyfulltime

Lovemore:(smiled)makesureyoumakethebest

outofthatvisitmyboy

Lucas:iintendtodad.Anywayshe'sthereason

whyicalled

Lovemore:who?

Lucas:auntyMaya

Lovemore:ishercarok?

Lucas:howdoyouknowaboutthecar?

Lovemore:shecalledmeaskingformoneytogetit

fixed

Lucas:ohok.Yeahthecarisokbutit'sherkids

Lovemore:whataboutthem?

Lucas:shecan'taffordtheirschoolfeesanymore

andnowwantstotakethemtoacheaperschool



Lovemore:ohthat'ssad

Lucas:yeahandHerbertisnotokaboutthewhole

thing.Againhe'sinhislastyearofPre-schoolso

changingschoolswilljustmesshimup

Lovemore:ohok,sowhatwereyouthinkingmyboy?

Lucas:(checkedthecoast)iwashopingmaybeyou

couldhelpherwiththefeesfortheremainingterm.

It'sjustoneterm

Lovemore:iwillhavetolookitupmyboyican'tjust

takeoutmoneywithoutknowinghowitwould

affectme

Lucas:butwillyoubeabletohelp?

Lovemore:wewillsee.Didyoutalktoheraboutthis?

Lucas:yesbutshedidn'twanttohearanything

aboutitbecauseshe'sscaredofmom

Lovemore:soyouaredoingthisbehindherback?

Nomyboythat'snotgoodthelastthingwewantto

doisoffendyouraunt

Lucas:butwearehelpingherdadhowisthat

offensive?



Lovemore:somepeoplehaveawayofdoingthings.

Justtalktoherfirstifshe'sstillnotintotheidea

thenletitbemyboy

Lucas:whataboutthekids'shappi...

Maya:Lucaswhoareyoutalkingtoonthephone?

Lucas:(hungupandclearedhisthroat)noone

aunty

Maya:(foldedherarms)Lucasdidinotaskyouto

notdothat?

Lucas:youdidauntybut...

Maya:Lucasicantakecareofmychildrenok?I

don'tneedhandouts

Lucas:ahauntyididn'tmeanto...

Maya:iknowwhatmykidsdeserveanduntilican

givethem"thebest"iwillkeepgivingthemwhati

affordsopleasemyboymindyourownbusiness

Lucas:(swallowed)imsorryauntyididn'tmeanto

overstepmyboundaries

Maya:justknowthatimeanitwhenisaynonext



time

Lucas:eemma(yesma'am)

Maya:good.Didhetellyouaboutthecar?

Lucas:yesandidon'tunderstandwhy...

Maya:Lucas?

Lucas:(lookeddown)mma?

Maya:ihadnootherchoicewehadtogethome

Lucas:butauntythis...

Maya:Lucasno,withtheschoolfeesissueihavea

choiceofdowngrading.Getbackintothehouse

HesighedgoingbackintothehousewhileMaya

shookherheadfollowinghim.

Onthewayhome...

Joshuatappedhisfingersonthesteeringwheel

listeningtomusicashisphonerang,"Mom",he



sighedandreducedthevolumepickingup...

Joshua:queenofthecastle

Glidia:hibaby

Joshua:howareyoudoingma?

Glidia:it'smybirthweekbabywhatdoyouthink?

Joshua:(smiled)ihopeyouarebeingpamperedto

themax

Glidia:yesmyboy.Thepartyisthisweekendbaby

youwillbearoundright?

Joshua:yesmaipromisedisn'tit?

Glidia:iknowyouJoshiknowyou

Joshua:ipromiseyoumamaimcomingthistime

around.Imeantheseareyearsyouneedto

celebratewithyourkidsaround.65yearsisahuge

milestone

Glidia:imgladyoumentionedthatbecauseimtired

ofreceivingmoneyasagiftfromyou



Joshua:trustmemotherimcomingwithabetter

andbiggerpresenteven

Glidia:(smiled)don'tgetmyhopesupfornothing

Josh

Joshua:let'sjustsay,waitandsee

Glidia:andihopeyouwillbecomingwitha

daughterinlawaswell

Joshua:(clenchedhisteeth)yesmama

Glidia:whydoyousoundsounsure?

Joshua:mamaimgettingataroadblockiwillcall

youwhenigethome

Glidia:Jo...(hehungup)thisboy,Stephenmyboy

what'swrongwithyourbrother?Everytimeitalkto

himaboutawomanhejustrunsoff

Stephen:maybehe'snotintowomenma

Glidia:noStephen

Stephen:youcanneverknowbecausehenever

postsanythingaboutrelationshipsonsocialmedia

notevenapicturewithagirlatleast.Imofftoget



mywifefromwork

Glidia:(frowned)ok

Heleftwhilehismothersatbackaskingherselfa

lotofquestions.

AttheKavimba's...

Lovemoresighedthrowinghisbagonthetableand

loosenedhistiegoingtothekitchen.Precious

camedownwhilehegrabbedabottleofwaterfrom

thefridge...

Lovemore:whataday

Precious:mmhwhatadayofyousplashingour

familymoneytoundeservingpeople.Thatmoneyis

reservedforareasonLovemore.

Lovemore:goodafternoonhoneyhowareyou?Im

goodandyourself?I'mgoodlove,goshoweriwill



bedonewithdinnersoon.That'showothermenare

greetedwhentheystepintotheirhousesaftera

longhecticdaybutno,notinKavimba'shouse.The

firstquestionyougetwhenyouarriveisabout

money,always

Precious:howcouldyouLovemore?

Lovemore:idon'tneedtoexplaintoyouhowiuse

mymoneyordoyouperhapshelpmemakeit?

Precious:Lovemorewhenareyougoingtoreplace

thatmoneyandhow?Tellme

Lovemore:Preciousihadalongdayokandimnot

abouttomakeitlongerbyarguingwithyouabout

themoneyigavetoyoursister.Letalonealousy

4000,ican'tbelieveyouarecryingforsuchsmall

change

Precious:Lovemorewereyounottheonetellingme

thatweshouldn'ttouchthatmoney?

Lovemore:iambecauseitsfamilymoney,forwhen

oneofushasanemergencyandMayaisfamilyand

shehadanemergency



Precious:whatemergencyLovemore?What

emergency?Keeng,doyouwanthernow?Howcan

yougivehersomuchmoney?

Lovemore:youarecrossingthelinenow.Areyou

nottheverysamepersonwho'salwaysdishingout

moneytoTitus?Notthatihaveaproblemwithit

butMayaisalsofamilysopleasejuststopit

Precious:noLovemoreimnotgoingtostopyouare

goingtogetthatmoneybackandtoday.Imtiredof

youalwaystreatingmelikeatoy.Imyourwife

Lovemoreyouhavetotalktomefirstbefore

spendingmoneyfromthishouse

Lovemore:areyoudone?

Precious:imonlystarting,Lovemoreyouare...

Lovemore:suityourself

HesaidgoingupwhilePreciousscoffedlookingat

himwithherhandsonherwaist...

Precious:Lovemoregetbackhereimtalkingtoyou!



Lovem...

Heslammedthebedroomdoorasshescoffed

shakingherhead.

InMochudi...

MosespackedhistoolsandheardNyashasinging

atthetopofhervoiceinthebathroomwiththe

waterrunning.Hecheckedhiscoastandwentto

thebathroomwindowandsteppedonthebricks

thatwerestackedbythewall.Heslowlypeekedin

andswallowedgettingafullviewofherbums.She

leaneddowntopickherexfoliatinggloveasshe

gavehimafullviewofherteenagecoochie.He

swallowedahugelumpoflustashefelthisblood

rushingdown.Nyashaturnedashequicklywent

downandtiptoedaway...

Moses:fuck,thisyounggirlhasallthegoodies.
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Maya'salarmrangasshewokeupandswitchedit

off.Shelaidonherbackrubbinghereyesand

smiledrememberingwhatdayitwas.Herfirstday

atanewjob.Shesmiledmoresittingupandsighed

puttingonhersleeperswiththekidssleepinginthe

livingroomwithLucas.Asongcameintohermind

asshesoftlysangputtingonhergown...



Maya:"HalempotsatshepoyaakaketlaarekeJeso.

Kelapetsehomonngakahaekehaetsho"

Sheunclockedandwentintoherkitchenfillingtwo

potswithwaterandputthemonthestove...

Maya:"Lerekebonenghoyenakebonephomolo

thaboelenghomonngakahaenaphetogo"

Shewentwentbacktothebedroomandpicked

whattowear.Blackskinnyjeans,awhiteperfect

fittingshirtandcomfortablesneakers.Shehadto

finishherprobationperiodtogettheuniformand

untilthenshewillhavetokeepwearingherblack

andwhiteclothes.Shewashappywithwhatshe

pickedandsatonherchairtakingoutherdiary...

Maya:"anteJesoonamponahakelelajwalea

mpitsaaretlohonnaofolematswalo"



Shehummedopeningherdiarystillwithasmileon

herface.Shestoppedsingingandhummingasshe

sighedandstartedjottingdownonherdiary...

"June2022.Deardiary...

Todayiwokeupfeelingalotlighter.Myfirstdayat

mynewjobandifeellikeimgoingtoaceit.

Honestlyihadaveryeventfulweekend.Itookmy

kidstomymotheronFridayonlytogetthemon

Saturday.Metsomemenatababyshowerand

triedtomakedrinkaspikeddrink.Myfriendgot

muggedbyaguyhepickedfromtheparty

(chuckled)Lewisandhisshenanigansthough.Ihad

abreakdownwhenihadtocollectmykidsfrom

Mochudi,ohthefatherofmykidsscammedmebut

diedinanaccident,notthatiwouldwishiton

anyonebutLukewasatickinmylife,hebrought

nothingbutstressandtheonlythingsimhappy

aboutthathebroughtinmylifearemykids.Kids



whoiwouldgototheendsoftheworldforanddie

forifihaveto.Goingbacktomybreakdown,idon't

knowwhatiwouldhavedonewithouttheamazing

manimet'shelp.Fromwirestomegoingtohis

garagetohavetheterminalsfixedandgetawhole

newbattery.Iverywonderfulmanwhoibelieve

treatshiswifegreat.Ordoeshehaveawife?Ididn't

seearingonhisfingerormaybehetakesitoff

whenhegoestoworkbecauseheseemslikea

handsonboss.Anywayithankmybrotherinlaw

andnephewforalwaysbeingthereformeeven

thoughLucascanfussalotattimesiknowhe

meanswell.Howmybrotherinlawkeepsupwith

mysisteristilldon'tunderstanduptothisdaybut

heyiswhatitis.Ireallydomissmyauntbecause

shewouldhavemadesurethatimverycomfortable

onmyfirstday.Shealwayssupportedmypassion

onmixingdrinksandibelieveshe'ssoproudofme

whereversheis.Imstilllookingforabetterjob

thoughbutwhiledoingthatiwillkeepgrindinguntil

igettowhereiwant.Again,lifeisagameofdarts

someplayersjusttakeoneshottoawinwhile

otherstakeseveralshotstoawinandibelieveima



partofthosethattakeseveralshotsbutinGodi

trust,iwillmakeitinlifeandmykidsandiwillbe

happier."

Shesmiledclosingthediaryandputitaway.She

madewaytothekitchenasherphonerang.She

scoffedseeingwhowascallingandanswered...

Maya:at5aminthemorning,really?

Mopati:ijustwantedtomakesureyouarenotlate

onyourfirstdaytowork

Maya:noimnotandyoureallydidn'thaveto.Isaid

thankyouforthejobsothatshouldbeenough.I

willgetyoua6packofyourbeerwhenigetpaid

Mopati:noidon'twanta6pack

Maya:wellthat'swhaticanoffer.Lookimnotreally

muchofatalkerinthemorningsobye

Mopati:whydoihavethisfeelingthatyouhateme?

Maya:(scoffed)Mopati,ihavenoreasontohate



someoneidonotknow

Mopati:maybeyoucangettoknowme

Maya:ithoughtyoudidn'twantmetobelatenow

youaretheverysamepersondelayingme

Mopati:canwedodinnerlater?

Maya:iwillbetiredmykidswillbewaitingforme

Mopati:youcanbringthemalong

Maya:Mopatibyeineedtobath

Mopati:but...

Maya:(hungup)thenerveofthisguy.Icanliterally

hearsomeonesnoringinthebackgroundandhe's

talkingaboutdinners.Wow

Sheshookherheadandattendedtoherwaterwhile

Mopatisighedputtinghisphonedown,gotupand

lookedattheladysnoringbesideshiminbed...

Mopati:mxm



Hesaidgoingtothebathroom.

AttheDuncan's...

Hecheckedthecoastandplantedasoftkisson

Patience'slips...

Duncan:morninglove

Patience:soisthishowitwillbeforever?Us

stealingkissesinthemorningduringtheweekdays

thenhideinahotelonFridays?

Duncan:ahahsincewhendoyouhaveaproblem

withthat?Isn'titwhatwehavebeendoingforthe

past4years?

Patience:sinceyourwifestartedmeddlingintomy

privatelife

Duncan:tellme,whyissheallofasudden

interestedinknowingourchild?



Patience:areyougoingtoaskmethat?

Duncan:kanasheliterallyaskedmetoget

informationaboutJuniorfromyou

Patience:she'shonestlystartingtobeanuisancei

hopeyouturnedherdown

Duncan:politelyyes

Patience:attherateshe'sgoingshewillendup

findingoutDuncan

Duncan:don'tworrywearesafe

Patience:forhowlongthoughimgettingtired

Duncan:soonbabesoon

Patience:howsoonissoon?

Duncan:lovecomeonnowweshouldbefocusing

onJunior'scomingbirthdayandtrycomeupwith

whatwecandoforhim

Patience:(sighed)iwilltalktomysistertohelpme

withideas

Duncan:goodwhileshe'sbusywithideasyouandi

can...



HesaidpullinghercloserbyherapronasPatience

giggledbuttheyquicklyletgoofoneanotheras

theyheardfootstepsonthestairs.Hegrabbeda

bottleofwatergoingupandgreetedhisdaughter

whilePatiencehummedstartingonbreakfast...

Patience:(smiled)morningA

AttheKavimba's...

LovemoreleftforworkwhilePreciousfoldedher

legsandsippedonhercoffee.Shereachedforher

phoneandcalledherfriend...

Nale:topofthemorningwitch(theylaughed)

Precious:morningNale

Nale:haibobabeswhydoyousoundsodry?



Precious:that'sbecauseimdry,Lovemoreand

MayaaremilkingmedryNale,emotionallyand

financially

Nale:awwbabesimsosorryforthattlhe

Precious:noNaleiwantmymoneyandiwantit

now.HeeheethismoneyisfamilymoneyandMaya

isfamily,thefuckNale?Thefuck!?DoesLovemore

knowwhatihadtogothroughtogethere?Andnow

hewantsmetosharethefruitsofmylabourwith

someonewhoknowsnothingbuttolayonherback

andgivebirthlikeit'ssomekindofcompetition

Nale:okfriendcalmdown

Precious:noloveimmadandimmadashell.Maya

hastobringbackmymoneyandmyson.Forallwe

knowshe'smakingmysonherbabysitterwhileshe

hauntsforanotherchild.Bloodyloosewhore!Sies

mansies

Nale:yeahnehtheyreallygotonyourlastnerve

sweets

Precious:andthiscoffeeisjustbitter



Nale:whatcanidotomakeyoufeelbettermylove?

Precious:getMayatobringmy4k

Nale:okletmegetmyguystohuntherdownthen

wegotowhereversheis

Precious:iknowwhereshestaysNale

Nale:nowecan'tgotherelovetherewillbe

witnesses

Precious:oktellyourboystobequickthen

Nale:yeah.Bye

Precious:bye(shehungupandclickedhertongue)

Lovemorehonestlydoesn'tknowwhoiam.Ketla

motlhakatlhakanyaleMayawagagwe(iwillmess

himupwithMaya)he'sjustluckythathe'smy

husband.Maybeit'stimeiopenedhiseyesmore

Shesaidtakinghercuptothezincandheaded

upstairs.

InMochudi...



Rona'sphonerangasshefrownedlookingatthe

unknownnumberandanswered...

Rona:hello?

MmaLuke:isthisMaya'smother?

Rona:dependsonwho'sasking

MmaLuke:iwantmygrandchildren

Rona:mma?

MmaLuke:yourdaughterkilledmysonsoiwantmy

grandchildrenrightnow.

Rona:sotheytoldyouihaveyourgrandchildren?

MmaLuke:aren'tyouhermother?Soyouhaveto

speaktoher

Rona:Mayaisagrownwomanshedoesn'tneeda

spokesperson.Socallherbecauseiwasn'tthere

whensheandyoursonwerebreathingonone

another



MmaLuke:mmaimtryingbyallmeanstodothis

therightwaysopleasemakesureyoutalktoyour

daughtersoonthengetbacktome.Thesooneryou

dothatthebetterifyoudon'ttheniwillhaveno

choicebuttotakethistothecourtandiknowasa

Christianwomanyouwouldn'twantyourname

draggedinthemudsodotherightthingMmaMoeti.

Thankyouandgoodbye(shehungup)

Rona:heebanna(scoffed)thiswoman,shehas

somenerve

Sheclickedhertonguegoingoutside.

InJorge'soffice...

Hewelcomedhisfriendinashetookhisseatina

policeuniformandsatback...

Man:thoughtishouldcomeherebeforeclockingin



Jorge:(gavehimanenvelope)yourpayment

Man:(smiled)thankyou

Jorge:youreallydidgoodbutihaveanotherjobfor

you

Man:anythingforyoumymainman

Jorge:thegirlisstillplayinghardtogetwithme

Man:ok?

Jorge:soiwantustoframeherfortheaccidentbut

wedoitinawaythatwillnotcomebacktobiteus

Man:howwillthathelpwithhercomingtoyou?

Jorge:sheknowsihavegoodlawyersinmy

contactssoshewillhavenochoicebutcometome

Man:sohowdoyouthinkweshouldgoaboutit?

Jorge:iwasthinkingyoushouldpaytheuseless

bastard'smotheravisit.Tellheryoubroughtthe

finalreportontheaccidentandtellherthatthe

breaksweretamperedwith.Makesuretoplantthe

pliersyouusedatthegirl'shousethenaskthe

motherifhersonhadpeoplethatmighthave



wantedhimdead.ShewilldefinitelymentionMaya.

Deployasearchteamwhichwillfindthepliersthen

violaiwillhaveherwhereiwanther

Man:(smiled)greatplaniwillbeonit

Jorge:andthistimearoundthepaymentwillbe

double

Man:musictomyears

HesmiledleavingwhileJorgesatbackswinging

hischair...

Jorge:youcan'trunawayfromallthissugarMaya

baby.

AtBianca'sworkplace...

Shesighedsittingdownandgrabbedafilefromher

kitandstartedfilinghercustomer'snails...



Bianca:sohowlongdidthenailstake?

Lady:amonthandahalfbabesyoureallyknow

yourjob

Lady:yesshereallyknowsherjobandthat'snot

payingherdebts,(sheswallowedasherheartraced)

Biancawhere'smymoney?

Bianca:comeonLuluwecan'tdothishereyou

wanttogetmefired?

Lulu:youmightaswellbecauseiwantmymoney

lady

Bianca:howwillibeabletopayyouwithoutajob?

Lulu:idon'tknow,findasugardaddyorsomething

alliwantismymoneyandiwantitnowbringgirl,

bring

Bianca:comeonLuyou...

Lulu:imtiredofyourstoriesBiancaandimnotyour

friendsthatyouhavebeenlyingtosayingyouhave

madeitpartnerinthisbeautyparlour



Manager:what!?

Lulu:yesdearthisonegoesaroundtellingpeople

thatsheownsapartofthisparlourkantedololo

Manager:Biancaisoneofthenailtechnicians

that'sit.Bianca?

Bianca:ma'amicanexplain

Lulu:explainwhatBianca.Drivingyouruncle'scar

andlyingtoyourfriendsthatyouboughtit.Bona

mpaamadimoseatlengbabesebileseababa.(Put

mymoneyonmyhand,itsevenitching)Haaakmy

girl.

Manager:Biancaareyougoingtosolvethisor

shouldiwriteawarningforyou?

Bianca:(swallowed)imsorryma'amiwillsolveit.

ComeLulu

Lulu:areyougoingtogivememymoney?

Bianca:Lulujustcome

Shesaidtakingheroutsidewhileeveryonelooked



onshocked.

AtKavimba'smotors...

MorrisknockedonceandwentintoLovemore's

officewhogotoffaphonecall...

Lovemore:buddy

Morris:yebo.Eveythinggoingwell?

Lovemore:yeahandonyourside?

Morris:allisgoingwellbuddy.Thecargowillbein

Kazungulathisevening

Lovemore:perfectmakesurethatourtrucksareon

standby

Morris:ohyes.Don'tworryigotthisrememberthis

isnotthefirsttimeimdoingthis

Lovemore:iknowbuddyjustthatiwantthingsto

goaccordinglylikealways



Morris:don'tworrythingswillgowell

Lovemore:awesome.Sohaveyoufoundsomeone

youwillbespendingtheprofitswithoncetheystart

rollingin?

Morris:nomanidon'tknowmaybeihavelostmy

touch

Lovemore:withsomanygaymenoutthere?Come

inMorrisstopdisappointingmeman

Morris:thingisidon'tjustwantanyone.Iwant

someoneiwillbeabletobuildalifewith.Imnot

gettinganyyoungeriwanttosettledown

Lovemore:ihaveneverseenaseriousgay

relationshipinthiscountry

Morris:wellyouwillseeitwithmebuddyandthe

personimgoingtofindimgoingtomakesurei

protecthimfromeverythingsothatwheneverhe

thinksofmessingupheremembersthathewillbe

losingsomeonegreat

Lovemore:(chuckled)allthebest

Morris:yeah.Sohowarethingswithmadam?



Lovemore:yohdon'tmentionthatone.It'sgetting

worsewithherandimhonestlyrunningoutof

patience

Morris:tellmeallaboutit

Lovemorescoffedsittingbackandtoldhisfriend

everythingthat'sbeenhappeninginhishome.

LATERTHATMORNING

AtMaya'sworkplace...

Shesmiledwaitingonthecustomers'sfeedback

aboutthenewmixshetried...

Man:wowthisisamazingwhatdidyoudotoit?

Maya:welli...

Precious:whereisshe!?Yeah...thief!



Nale:Pwaititoldyouweshould...

Precious:noNale,Maya!?

Maya:(frowned)what'sgoingonPrecious?Can't

youseeimworking?

Manager:ma'amyouarescaringmycustomers

please...

Precious:youshutitwithyourdryoldface.Maya

doyouwanttoknowwhat'sgoingon?Iwilltellyou

Nale:Pcanwe...

Precious:shutupNale!Mayaimhereforthemoney

youswindledfrommyhusbandandthechildyou

areusingtobabysityourbastardchildrenwho

happenstobemysonnow!Nochildofminewillbe

turnedintoazombie,bringMaya!

Maya'seyeswanderedaroundnotknowingwhatto

sayaseveryonelookedon.

^

^



^

^
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Precious:senthotolelematlhoMayakebatlamadi

ame(don'twidenyoureyesatmeiwantmymoney)

Manager:ma'amwithallduerespectrightsof

admissionhereisreservedyoucan'tcomeinhere...

Precious:doyouknowwhoiam?Imeandoyou

knowwhoexactlyyouaretalkingto?Obolellanna

kadi(youtellmeabout)rightsofadmission

reservedmyfootwhileyouwaitforalousysalary

everymonthend?

Manager:ohwow

Precious:yessoknowyourplace.Mayatimeis

moneyandiwantmine,bring



Manager:Mayapleasegosortthisoutsomewhere

else

Precious:imnotgoinganywherewearegoingto

sortthisouthereandnow!

Manager:iguessiwillhavetocallsecurityonyou

Nale:okPlet'sstepoutsideibelieveyoudon'twant

toembarassyourselflikethat

Precious:noimnotgoingtoembarassmyselfim

goingtoembarassthisbasicslut.

Shesaidtakingoneofthedrinksandpoureditover

Mayawhogaspedwhileeveryone'sjawdropped...

Maya:Precious!?

Precious:iwantmymoneyandsonandiwant

themtoday!Leshenametsenglona(whatyouall

lookingat),continueeatingyourcheapfood

SheclickedhertongueleavingasNalefollowedher



whileasoakingwetMayaswallowedembarassed.

Sherantothebathroomsasthemanagerfollowed

her...

Manager:bringatowelwith

Mayagotinandclosedherselfinatoiletandburst

intotears...

Manager:Mayaareyouok?

Maya:(sniffed)yesma'am

Manager:youarecryingMayabehonestwithme

Maya:idon'tknowwhatihavedonetothatwoman

Manager:whoissheandhowmuchdoyouoweher?

Maya:she'smysister.Idon'toweheranything,i

calledherhusbandandaskedhimforhelpandhe

camethroughforme

Manager:butshe'sadamantthatyouoweher



Maya:(cameoutofthetoiletsniffing)herhusband

toldeveryoneinthefamilytocometohim

whenevertheyneedhelpwithanything.Mycar

brokedowninamallandiwaswithmykidshisson

included.Ihadnochoicebuttocallhim

Manager:okbutyouneedtoseewhattodo

becauseican'taffordtohavesuchthings

happeninginmyrestaurant.Mycustomersare

rattledrightnowbutiwillseetothem.Makesure

youdryyourselfupandgobacktowork

Maya:imgoingtoneedanewshirtthisoneis

stainedforgood

Manager:iwillsendoneofthewaiterstogetyoua

shirtinPepbutthiswillbecomingoutofyour

salarymonthend

Maya:yesma'amiunderstand

Manager:good

ShegaveheratowelandleftwhileMayasighed

washingherfaceandwipedherself...



Maya:onmyfirstday,Lordwhy,whyLord?Whydo

ihavetobetheonewhogoesthroughthemost

pain?Haveyouforgottenthatiexistmaybe?I

thoughtyousaidyouwillneverleavenorforsake

yourchildrenyethereiam,hereiamsufferingday

inanddayout.Allimaskingforispeaceinmylife

Shesaidshakingherheadcheckinghowbadthe

stainwasanditwasverybad.

AtMmaLuke'shouse...

Shefrownedwithherlipscurvedlookingatthe

policecarparkinginfrontofhergateandanofficer

comingout...

MmaLuke:ireallyneedtogetascreenwallandan

automatedgateonceinsurancemoneycomesin.

Younggirltellthatmaniminthebedroomifhe's



lookingformeok

TheyounggirlnoddedasMmaLukewenttothe

bedroomandjoinedtheladieswhoweresittingwith

her...

Woman:youknowyoushouldn'tbemovingupand

downMmaLuke

MmaLuke:heemmapeoplearethievesiwantto

makesurenooneistakingmythings(aknock

camethrough)

Woman:comeinsir

Officer:(tookoffhishat)gooddayladiesimhereto

seeMmaLuke

MmaLuke:it'smemyboywhy?

Officer:mayikindlytalktoherinprivateplease?If

youdon'tmind

Woman:ohokwewillbeinthelivingroom,let'sgo

ladies



Theyfollowedoneanotheroutwhiletheofficertook

hisseat...

MmaLuke:whatisgoingonmyson?

Officer:ma'amit'saboutyourson

MmaLuke:okwhatabouthim?

Officer:asthepoliceforcewealwayscompile

reportstoseewhatcouldhavereallycausedthe

accidentandwefoundoutthatthebrakesofthe

caryoursonwasinweretemperedwith

MmaLuke:whatdoyoumeanbytemperedwith?

Officer:thatsomeonecutthem

MmaLuke:waitsoyouaretellingmethatsomeone

deliberatelycausedthataccident?

Officer:imafraidsomamasoiwanttoknowif

maybeyouknowanyonewhomighthave

threatenedhimbeforeorwantedhimdeadsothat

wecanstartinvestigating



MmaLuke:MayaMoeti

Officer:whoisthatmadam?

MmaLuke:MayaMoeti,thatgirlhatedmysonwith

everythingshehasandisweartoyoushewanted

himdeadsothatshecangetthebenefitsofhis

deathbutiwouldratherbitemyelbowthantolet

her(scoffed)thislittlewitch,soshekilledmychild?

Ohshe'sgoingtoknowmeisweartoyou,she's

goingtoknowme

Officer:okmacalmdown.Whywouldshekillhim

besideswantingtohaveashareonthebenefitsof

hisdeath?

MmaLuke:iwon'tlie,mysonwasnotapresent

fathertotheirchildrenbutialwayspushedhimto

takecareofthosekids.Youcanseethatihave

madesurethatwehaveacomfortablelifeinmy

homesoiguessthatgirlthoughtshescoreditbig

withLuke.Nowthathedidn'tgiveherwhatshe

expectedsheresortedtokillinghim.Goandarrest

hernowiwanttoseeherbehindbars.She'sgoing

topayforthis



Officer:okma'amwewillmakesuretoinvestigate

herclosely.Anyoneelse?

MmaLuke:notheonlypersoniknowthatalways

foughtwithmysonisthatMoetigirl

Officer:okma'amthankyousomuch

Hegaveheranenvelopethenleftasthewomen

camein...

Woman:and?

MmaLuke:canyouguysbelieveit?Mayakilledmy

son

All:heelang!

MmaLuke:imtellingyougatweshecutthebrakes

ofthecar

Woman:womenoftoday.Kegoreoneabatla

boswa(shewantedhisinheritance)

MmaLuke:exactlybutshewillneverseethatday.I

toldLuke,donotletthatdaughterofawitchput



yournameonthebirthcertificatesofthosechildren

butnoheletithappen

Woman:thisiswhyyouhavetotakethekids

MmaLukebecauseshewillendupkillingthemas

welltogetmoremoney

MmaLuke:mmhicalledhermotherandtoldherto

dotherightthinggaketlegojewantsomake

ngwananyanawamokgatlakesantseketshela(im

notgoingtobefooledbyalittlegirlfromMochudi

whileimstillalive).Hellno

Theyshooktheirheadsnotbelievingwhatshejust

toldthemwhileshewentthroughthereport.

AttheDuncan's...

Lornafinishedshoweringandtookherphone

callingherhusband...



Duncan:honey

Lorna:whathappenedtoyou?

Duncan:ihadtocometoworkearlylove

Lorna:ormaybeyouareavoidingme

Duncan:whywouldidothat?

Lorna:becauseyoudon'twanttogetmethe

informationiaskedyouto

Duncan:aocomeonloveihonestlyhadtocometo

workearly.PlusiaskedyoutoaskAppletodothat

foryou

Lorna:noDuncanitoldyouwhyican'thaveherdo

that

Duncan:butwhyareyousoadamanttogetthis

information?Igetthatyouwanttothrowthechilda

surprisepartybutwhatifPatiencehasadifferent

plan?

Lorna:ijustwanttodosomethingniceforour

helperandherchildthat'sall

Duncan:igetthatbabebutsometimeswehaveto



respectotherpeople'sboundaries.Whatifthis

makesPatiencemadandsheleavesus

Lorna:okDuncanitsfine

Duncan:(smiled)areyousure?

Lorna:whatcanisayidon'twanttolosePatience

she'sagreatasserttothishousehold

Duncan:that'swhyiloveyou,youlisten

Lorna:itwouldhavebeennicethoughbutitiswhat

itis

Duncan:thankyoubabe.Iloveyouok

Lorna:iloveyoumore

TheyhungupasDuncanstuckouthistonguetothe

phonewhileLornasatbackonthedressingchair

andsighed.Shethoughtforafewsecondsand

calledherdaughter...

Lorna:Apple!?



InMochudi...

Nyashasatunderthetreereadingamagazinewhile

listeningtomusic.Mosesstoodafewcentimetres

behindherwhileshewhistledtothesongssoftly

movingherhead.Shelaughedatsomethingonthe

magazinewhileMosessmiledaloneandmoved

closer.Shefrownedandstoppedfeelingthat

someonewasstandingbehindherandturned

takingoffoneairpod...

Nyasha:geezmanwhatareyoudoing?

Moses:(swallowed)imsorryididn'tmeantoscare

you

Nyasha:whyareyoustandingthere?

Moses:nothing

Nyasha:whycan'tyoufindsomethingtodoifyou

havenothingtodo?



Moses:imsorry

Nyasha:stopsayingyouaresorryanddowhatyou

arebeingpaidtodo.Youcomefromyourcountries

sayingyouarelookingforajobthenyoustart

lazingaround.Gotoworkah

ShesaidputtingbackherairpodwhileMoses

headedoff.Heturnedandcaughtaglimpseofher

thighbutquicklylookedawayasRonacalledhim...

Moses:yesmadam

Rona:lookimgoingouttoachurchmeetinglater

andwearegoingtocomebacklate.Doyoumind

sleepingoveratthebackroomtonightjusttomake

surethatmygranddaughterissafe?

Moses:idon'tmindmadam

Rona:(smiled)thankyousomuchMo,youhave

alwaysbeenamazingtome.Youaregodsent

Moses:(smiled)youhavebeengoodtomeaswell

madam



Rona:yeah,youcangobacktoworknow

Hesaidleavingwithasmileonhisface.He

checkedNyashaoutstillunderthetreeandsmiled

goingtoattendtohisotherduties.Backinthe

houseRonatookherphoneandcalledMaya.She

didn'tpickupatfirstbutshecalledheragain...

Maya:helloimatwork

Rona:thatcanwait.MmaLukesaysshewantsher

childrensoseewhattodoidon'twantdramainmy

yard

Maya:shesayswhat!?

Rona:youheardmeMaya

Maya:whosekidsarethoseagain?

Rona:lookidon'tcarejustdotherightthingand

shesaysyoukilledLuke

Maya:whywouldikillLukemom?YesLukehelped

mewithnothingbutihavenonerveinmetokilla



person

Rona:ididn'tcallforyoutotellmeaboutyour

nerveskareMmaLukewantsHerbertandApril

Maya:noshe'snotgettingmychildrenmatterof

factnooneisgoingtotakemychildrenfromme

whileimstillalivetellherthatthenexttimeshe

callsyou

Rona:soyouaredeterminedtoembarassmeneh?

Maya:embarassyou?Emba...(scoffed)areyou

listeningtoyourself?Someoneisthreateningto

takeyourgrandchildrenandallyoucanthinkofis

howembarassedyouaregoingtobe?ReallyRona?

Rona:thosechildrenareaburdenanyway.

Maya:ohwowRonawow

Rona:neelaMmaLukebanaMayabeforethelaw

dealswithyou

Maya:ohshecan...

Manager:Maya?

Maya:(hungupandswallowed)imsosorryma'am



i...

Manager:ithasn'tbeenlunchtimeyetandyouare

alreadyskatingonthinice

Maya:thatwasmymothersomeoneisthreatening

to...

Manager:lookthisisaworkplacewedon'tbring

ourproblemshere.Donotmakemeregrethiring

youplease

Maya:imsorryma'amitwon'thappenagain

Manager:gobacktoworkandpleasewatchyour

backthingsarenotlookinggoodforyou

Sheswallowedgoingbacktoherstationwhilethe

managerwenttoheroffice.Mayasighedwipinga

glassasthethoughtofherlosingherchildren

hauntedhermind.Childrenshe'sbeenworkingso

hardtoprovideforalltheiryearsofexistenceand

someonewantstotakethemawayjustlikethat?

Wasshegoingtositbackandwatchthathappen?

Sheclickedhertongueshakingherhead.



Atthebarracks...

Mopatiquietlyworkedonareportashisfriendgot

offthephoneandsighed...

Man:thesepeopleandtheirincompetence.Youtell

themtodosomethingandtheytakeyearstodoit

oncetheydoittheydoitthewrongway.Howcan

peoplebethiscareless?(Hegotnoanswer)Mopati

imtalkingtoyou

Mopati:imworkinghereincaseyoudidn'tnotice

Man:areyouokmanyouhavebeenquietsincewe

gothere

Mopati:imfine

Man:(smiled)isawawomanleavingyourhouse

earliersoyouarefinallyoverthatgirlneh?

Mopati:soyouarealwayscheckingoutwhat's

happeninginmyhouse?



Man:ahcomeondudedon'tbelikethat

Mopati:mindyourownbusinessandleaveme

alonebruh

Man:youarehonestlybecomingweak

Mopati:dudedon'tyouhavepatientstocheckon

maybe?

Man:imonabreak

Mopati:thengohangoutwithotherguysorwork

ondealingwithyourgayfriendandstoptroubling

meplease

Man:don'tcallhimmyfriendao

Mopati:yeahrightgetoffmyhairthen

Man:youareboringthesedays

HesaidleavingwhileMopatisighedsittingback.He

thoughtaboutMayaandshookhisheadgoingback

towork...



Mopati:yougottaworkhardtohavethisgirldude

youcan'tfailtosecureameregirllikeherao

AttheKavimba's...

Preciousdroveinhercarasherphonerang...

Precious:mama

Rona:pleasetalktoMayaandtellhertogive

MmaLukewhatshewants

Precious:waitsekeengmamathementionofthat

nonsense'snamereallymakesmesick

Rona:(frowned)why?

Precious:sheswindledmoneyfrommyhusband

Rona:uhu

Precious:4000mamaawhole4000

Rona:bathongwhatwasshedoingwithsomuch

money?



Precious:idon'tknowandidon'tgiveadamnalli

wantismymoneybackandiwantallofit.Sheeven

hasmychildlookingafterherchildrenwaitseLucas

canbeadisappointmentsometimesmaybewe

shoulddowhatyoudidtoMayatohimekareotla

ntapisamosimanyanayo(he'sgettingonmynerves

now)

Rona:no,nograndchildofmineisgoingtobe

bewitchedplease

Precious:whatcanidomahedoesn'twanttolisten

tome

Rona:rememberthatthischild'sancestorsare

Zimbabweansoyoudon'twanttomesswiththose

people

Precious:urghwhatever

Rona:speakingofMayaicalledherandshesaid

shewasatworkwheredoesshework?

Precious:somestupidrestaurant

Rona:no,Mayaisn'tsupposedtobeworking

anywhere,Mayashouldbestuckinoneplace



Preciousyouseewhathappenswhenyoudon'tdo

asisay?

Precious:eishmamaiwillgotothatwomantlhe.I

havealifeaswellkana

Rona:whatlife?SpendingLovemore'smoney?

Precious:don't,pleasedon't

Rona:pullupyoursocksorelsewearegoingtoend

upbeingexposedandloseeverything

Precious:(rolledhereyes)wareMmaLukeareng?

(WhatdoesMmaLukewant)

Rona:shewantsHerbertandApril

Precious:okiwillpayheravisitandassureherthat

iwillmakesurethatshegetsthem.Withthem

takenfromhershewilllosefocusandlosethat

lousyjobofhersthenwewillsinkherevendeeper

Rona:goodnowthisisthePreciousiknowand

raisedandMmaLukekeepsmentioningthatMaya

killedLuke

Precious:iwillalsolookintothatoneandmake

sureitsticksinpeople'sminds



Rona:that'smygirl.Wewilltalkthen

Precious:bye

Shehungupandtookhershoppingbagsgoinginto

thehouse.

AtKgang'sT&THeadquarters...

JoshuasatbackandfrownedwhileDuncanmade

hiswayinhisoffice...

Duncan:howarethingsatthegaragegoing?Ithink

weneedtogetanewsignboardyouknow

Joshua:yeahisawitneedstobereplaced.Things

aregoingwellthegirlsandboysarebehaving

Duncan:that'sgood.Soicameforanupdate,your

mother'spartyisin4dayshowfarwithfindingher

"daughterinlaw?"



Joshua:imnotwinningbruh(sighed)butthere's

thisladyihavemetatthegarageyesterday

Duncan:whatareyouwaitingforthen?Goforher

Joshua:shelookslikeawomanofvirtueandof

standardsandimnotsureifshewillagreetowhat

imgoingtoaskher.Rememberijustneedsomeone

tobemyactinggirlfriendforthatweekend

Duncan:youwon'tknowuntilyoutalktoher

Joshua:howdoievenstartaconversation?"Hiim

lookingforapretendgirlfriendforthecoming

weekendareyouwillingtobeone"nomanthat's

justoutofline

Duncan:isn'tthatwhatyouwantthough?

Joshua:ijusttoldyouthatwomanholdsagreat

statureherauraisheavyandshecommands

respectwithouteventrying

Duncan:(frowned)whydoigetafeelingthatyou

mightbedrawntoher?

Joshua:(frowned)what?Noimjusttellingyouhow

iseeher



Duncan:oohiseewellthenifyoucan'ttalktoher

thenfindanydesperategirlonsocialmedia.

There'splentyoffishthere

Joshua:doyouwantmetoremindyouofhowmy

motherisagain?

Duncan:thenthewomanyoujustdescribedisthe

perfectfit.GrowapairandhitherDM'sdude

HesaidleavingwhileJoshuasatbackandsighed

softlyrubbinghislips.

AtMaya'shouse...

WithHerbertandAprilplayingoutsidewiththe

neighbourschildLucassatinthelivingroomdoing

hisschoolwork.Apolicecarstoppedatthegateas

theofficercameoutandheadedtothehouse...

Officer:knockknock



Lucas:(lookedup)comeinsir

Officer:goodmorningmyboy

Lucas:morningofficerhowcanibeofhelp?

Officer:imlookingforyourmotherisshearound?

Lucas:youmeanauntyMaya?

Officer:yesmyboy

Lucas:she'satworksir

Officer:ohokiguessiwillcomebacklaterthenor

gotoherworkplace.Canipleasehaveaglassof

waterthenyoutellmewheresheworks.

Lucas:ohoksir

Hewenttothekitchenwhiletheofficerquickly

reachedforaclothandtookoutpliersinhispocket.

Heputthembetweenthecouchandputthecloth

backinhispocketandsmiledatLucaswhocame

withthewater.

^
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Lewissteppedoutoftheclassroomashisphone

rangagain..

Lewis:bathongBiancaiminclasstlhemmaaoare

younotsupposedtobeworking?

Bianca:tsalatlhemmaineedyourhelp?

Lewis:whathelpBiancayouknowihavejustbeen

robbed

Bianca:ineedtopayoffsomethingipromiseiwill

payyouassoonasigetpaid



Lewis:elegoreyoudon'thavemoneyforrainydays

Bianca?

Bianca:myaccountsaregivingmeaproblem

chomiandineedtopayoffthisthingveryquickly

Lewis:whatisitthatcan'twait?It'sjustafewdays

tomonthendBiancaao

Bianca:sometoolweneedintheparlourwithoutit

wewon'tbeabletowork

Lewis:whydon'tyouaskyourpartnerthen?

Bianca:she'snotpickingupherphonetlhemma

Lewisibegyoukanaimlosingclientsnow

Lewis:Biancaijustgotrobbedkana

Bianca:tsalakareI'mgoingtopayyouback

Lewis:howmuchdoyouneed?

Bianca:5k

Lewis:ahBianca

Bianca:Lewisiknowyouhavethemoneyakoo

nthuse(pleasehelp)



Lewis:that'salotofmoney.Themoneythatyou

knowihaveismoneyforrainydaysBianca.It'sfor

emergencies

Bianca:thisisanemergency

Lewis:andit'snotminetostartwithheebathong.

Elegorewhat'shappeningwithyouraccounts

Bianca:eyshLewisareyougoingtosendthe

moneyornot?

Lewis:idon'tevenhavesharesinthatparlour

Bianca:Lewistlherraao

Lewis:iwantmymoneybackgirlorelseweare

goingtohaveaproblem

Bianca:thankyoutsalayouwillgetitbacki

promiseyou

Lewis:mxm

HesaidhangingupandsentthemoneyasThabo

puthishandoverhisshoulders...



Thabo:mabebeza

Lewis:(removedit)whatisThaboareyoucrazy?

Youcan'tholdmelikethatinpublic

Thabo:chillwearejustteacherandstudent

Lewis:whatdoyouwant?

Thabo:it'stimetopayup

Lewis:Thaboit'sonlyTuesday

Thabo:didwesayanythingaboutwhenyouwill

sendthemoneyorwejustagreedthatitwillbe

weekly?

Lewis:idon'thavemoneyrightnow

Thabo:iheardyouspeakingonthephone

Lewis:icanonlygiveyou500now

Thabo:nothat'sunacceptable

Lewis:wellitswhatihaveinmyaccountatthe

moment,look(heshowedhimhisotheraccount)

Thabo:senditiwantanother5byThursday

Lewis:yeahwhatever



Thabo:youknowwhat'satstakeakere?

Lewis:iwillgiveyouyourmoneyThabo

Thabo:(smiled)awesome.Weareonthisweekend

right?

Lewis:justgo

HesmiledgoingtheotherwaywhileLewisshook

hisheadgettinginthestaffroomandheadedtohis

office.

AttheDuncan's...

ApplespottedPatiencesittingbythepooloutside

onherbreakasshepouredherselfsomejuiceand

joinedher...

Apple:aunty

Patience:ohhiAwhat'sup?



Apple:nothingmuchjustboredhereijustwantthe

schoolstoopen

Patience:whydon'tyouvisityourfriendsor

something?

Apple:idon'tlikebeinginotherpeople'shomes

auntyiwouldratherwegoouttothemallor

something

Patience:thendothatthen

Apple:wedidthatyesterday

Patience:pitythenyoujusthavetodealwiththe

boredom

Apple:yeahwellmaybeitwouldbelessboringifwe

hadababyintheyard

Patience:baby?Youstillwantalittlesibling?

Apple:itwouldbenice.Ormaybeyoucanbring

yourbabyoverforafewdaysuntilschoolsopen

Patience:Du...(clearedherthroat)imeanhedoesn't

likebeinginotherpeople'shomeslikeyou

Apple:ahcomeonauntyhe'sjustababy



Patience:iwanthimtobemorecomfortableyou

know

Apple:what'shisname?

Patience:Junior

Apple:ohok.Sohestayswithhisdad?

Patience:nowithmysister

Apple:ohok.Doeshegottoschoolmaybe?

Patience:noimtakinghimnextyearhe'sonly3

years

Apple:but3yearsisokforachildtostartschool

Patience:nohe'ssmartjustlikehisdadsohewon't

struggle

Apple:ohok.Whatdoeshisdaddo?

Patience:helivesinSouthAfrica

Apple:ahsowhendoyouseeoneanother?

Patience:onweekends.WhysomanyquestionsA?

Apple:(chuckled)imjustmakingconversation

aunty



Patience:ohok

Apple:(yawned)anywayletmegotakeanap

Patience:ohoknana.Immakingpiefordinner

tonight

Apple:myfavoriteright?

Patience:yesapplepie

Theylaughedasshewenttothehousewhile

Patiencecontinuedwiththemagazineshewas

reading.Shewentuptohermother'sbedroomwho

wasonherphone...

Apple:ma

Lorna:yesbaby

Apple:ihaveabetterplantothis

Lorna:ok?

Apple:ifweaskheralotaboutthechild'sbirthday

she'sgoingtosuspectsomethingbutshejusttold



methatthebabystayswithhersistersowhydon't

wepayheravisitthen

Lorna:(smiled)that'sawonderfulplanwaitsewhy

didn'tithinkofthat

Apple:youaregettingoldmama(theylaughed)so

tomorrowwearegoingtoRamotswaright?

Lorna:yeslove

ApplesmiledgoingtoherroomwhileLornasat

backandsmiledgooglingkiddiesbirthdaythemes.

AtMmaLuke'shouse...

PreciousparkedherRangeRoverandsighed

puttingonherblackhat.Shegotoffthecarand

fixedherblackdressandthescarfshehadonher

shoulders.Sheputonhersunglassesandtookher

designerbaglockinghercarandheadedinside...



Precious:ditlhakotsametsediturilengdigatammu

boMayabanalegoretsenyamatlho(myexpensive

shoessteppingonsoilMayareallyknowshowto

embarassus)(sighed)anywaykoko,(knockknock)

Lady:comein

Precious:gooddaybommamynameisPrecious

KavimbaimheretoseeMmaLuke

Lady:ohshe'sinthebedroom.It'sthat'sway

Precious:ohokthankyou

Sheheadedtothebedroomwithherlipscurved

whiletheladiesinthelivingroomadmiredheroutfit.

Sheknockedasthewomenwelcomedherin...

Precious:Dumelangbomma(tookoffher

sunglasses)MmaLukeimheretoseeyou

MmaLuke:andyouare?

Precious:PreciousKavimba,Maya'ssister

MmaLuke:ohok.Ladiespleaseexcuseus



TheyladiesleftassheofferedPreciousaseat...

MmaLuke:whatcanidoforyoumygirl,icalled

yourmotherandmadeitcleartoherwhatiwant

Precious:eemmashe'stheonewhosentmeto

comehere

MmaLuke:wherearemychildren?

Precious:unfortunatelyMayadoesn'twanttogive

upthekidsbutimheretoassureyouthat

everythingwillbegoodsoon.Mayahashonestly

embarassedusandweagreewithyouMmaLuke

thosekidsarebetteroffwithyou.Thatgirlhas

nothingtotashe'smakingthekidssufferjust

becauseofherprideandstubbornnessbutastheir

auntimgoingtomakesureidowhat'srightfor

them

MmaLuke:iwouldbehappybecausethelastthingi

wantistofightherincourt

Precious:andyouwouldwinandwhatwillshebe



leftwith?Embarrassment.Firstofallthecourtwill

seethatsheearnsnothingtosupportthekidswith,

maabanefelajaana(justyesterday)sheliedtomy

husbandsayinghercarbrokedownformyhusband

togivehermoneyandwheniwenttoherhousei

foundnothing,nofood,notoiletriesnothing

MmaLuke.Banabalebasokola(thosekidsare

struggling)

MmaLuke:nowimcertainshekilledmyson

Precious:ofcourseshewould.Justtogetmoney

fromhispassing.Akeresheknowsyouhaveput

himonpoliciesandthingsandifhediessheknows

shewillgetsomemoneythroughthechildren

MmaLuke:mmeshe'sgoingtopayforitbecause

thepoliceareafterher

Precious:(sighed)waitseboMayabaretlhabisa

ditlhong(thisissoembarassing)butdon'tworryi

supportyouallthewayimnotgoingtoallowmy

mother'snametobedraggedinthemudlikethis.

MmaLuke:iwouldbehappy.Sowhenshouldi

expectthekids?



Precious:wewillgogetthemtomorrow.Todayim

goingtomakesurethatiinformhersothatshe

packstheirthings

MmaLuke:whatifsherunsawaywiththem?

Precious:itwon'tbeofusesheknowsshewon'tget

anymoneyifshedoesthat

MmaLuke:okiwantthosekidsherebytomorrow

becauseweareburyingLukeonThursday

Precious:okmamaiwillmakesureofthat

MmaLuke:good

Precious:letmegetgoingmama.Gomotsegang(be

comforted)andonbehalfofmymotherandthe

Moeti'swearereallysorry

MmaLuke:Modimoorelebilengwanaka(Godis

watchingoverusmychild)

PrecioussmiledleavingasMmaLukesmiledsitting

back.



THATAFTERNOON

Mayajoinedthemorningshiftemployeeswhosat

atthebackhavinglunch.Shetookoutherlunch

boxandstartedeating.Shecouldtellsomewhere

talkingaboutherbutignoredthemasonegirlsat

withher...

Girl:hicanijoinyou?

Maya:yeahsure

Girl:Mayaright?

Maya:yepandyouare?

Girl:Mareledi

Maya:ohnicemeetingyouMareledi

Mareledi:nicemeetingyoutoo.

Maya:sowhatdoyoudohere?

Mareledi:imawaitress

Maya:youlookyoungthough



Mareledi:imasecondyearlawstudentatUB

Maya:ohnicesoyoujustgotthisjobaswell?

Akereiknowschoolsareclosednow

Mareledi:yeahjustsomethingtokeepmebusy

whilewaitingtoopeninAugust

Maya:that'sgood.Agirlchilddoesn'thavetosit

anddependonallowanceonly

Mareledi:(smiled)truethat.Sodidyoustudy

anything?

Maya:PRandpoliticalsciences.ImdoingAATpart

timeatthemoment

Mareledi:ohniceyoulovebooksisee

Maya:ihavealwaysbeenfascinatedaboutlearning

Mareledi:iminspirediwanttobelikeyouwhenim

older

Maya:(chuckled)noyoudon't,afterallthedrama

earlier

Mareledi:gonemmewhat'sthestorywiththat

woman?



Maya:ahshe'soneofthosesisterswhodon'twant

toseeothersiblingsmovingupinlifeyouknow

Mareledi:that'sevilman

Maya:wellihavelearnedtolivewithit.Itusedto

bothermenowitdoesn't.Ihavebeenlivingonmy

ownsincetertiary

Mareledi:yohsomepeoplearereallyheartless.

Let'sjusthopeshe'snotawitchsorrytosaythat

Maya:shemightbeforallweknowbuticould

careless(herphonerangasshesighedandcutthe

call)

Mareledi:whoareyouavoiding?

Maya:someguywhogotmethisjobnowidon't

knowifhethinksiowehimorsomething

Mareledi:menthough

Maya:theycanbejerksitellyou(theylaughed)

Mareledi:sodoyoubelieveinGod?

Maya:yeahbutimnotmuchofachurchgoer

Mareledi:don'tyouwanttostart?



Maya:don'ttellmeyouareoneofthosebiblelife

peopleplease

Mareledi:nobutijustloveinvitingpeopletomy

dad'schurch

Maya:isheaprophet?

Mareledi:he'saservantofGodthat'swhatiwillsay

Maya:ohokmaybeonedaymylove

Mareledi:wheneveryou'rereadyjusthollaatme

Maya:isurewill

Theysmiledatoneanotherandcontinuedgetting

toknowoneanother.Herphonerangagainbutshe

cutthecallandblockedMopati'snumber.

AttheKavimba's...

Preciousparkedhercarandsighedsittingback.

SherememberedLesediandtookherphonecalling



herbutshedidnotpick...

Precious:sedirangnesematlasesesenang

mosolase.Arabatlhephone(whatisthisuseless

fooldoing.Answeryourphonedammit)

Shesaiddialingheragain....

Lesedi:Lordprotectmeandmychildfromthis

witch.Amen.(Pickedupandsmiled)MmaK

Precious:(rolledhereyesandsmiled)ngwetsiya

rona(ourdaughterinlaw).Howareyoudoing?

Lesedi:imgoodthanksandyouMmaK

Precious:imgoodmylove.Tlhemmaiaskedyouto

stopcallingmeMmaKitreallymakesmefeelold

Lesedi:(laughed)sorryit'sjustthatirespectelders

youknow

Precious:areyoutryingtosaythatimold?



Lesedi:(rolledhereyes)nonono.Comeonyou

don'tageatall

Precious:ija.AnwayiwantedtoinviteyouandTT

fordinneratmyhousetomorrowtlhe

Lesedi:(curvedherlips)oh

Precious:yesloveimeanwearefamilynowwe

needtogettoknowoneanothermorebecause

soonwewillbemarryingyouintoourfamily

Lesedi:okiwilltalktohimaboutit

Precious:imsurehewouldn'thaveaproblemso

tomorrowmylove7pmsharp

Lesedi:okPtomorrowthen

Precious:wonderful.Byelove

Lesedi:bye(theyhungupasshescoffed)otlanna

okareorebone(wearenotgoingthere)dearone

thingimnevergoingtodoiswalkintoalion'sden

knowingwhatthelioniscapableof

Precious:needtogetthisbitchoffourlives.Imnot

goingtosharemybrotherwithbasicbitches.Titus

deservesbetter



Shesaidgettingoffhercarandheadedtothe

house.

Backattherestaurant...

MayaandMareledilaughedastheyfinishedeating

andwashedtheirlunchboxes.Herphonerang

againasshesighedandansweredtheunknown

number...

Maya:Mopatithefactthatiblockedyournumber

shouldtellyouthatidon'twanttotalktoyou.Iwill

soonreportyouforharassmentpleaseleaveme

aloneao

Joshua:MsMoeti

Maya:(frowned)ohmywordimsosorry

Joshua:it'sok.Youreallyareannoyedhey

Maya:imsosorryforthatthat'snothowiusually



answermyphone.Who'sthisthough?

Joshua:JoshuaKgang

Maya:(swallowed)ohhelloMrKgangimreally

sorrytlheyohimsoembarassedrightnow

Joshua:wellyoucanmakeituptomebygoingout

fordinnerwithme

Maya:(frowned)why?Andbesidesthatidon'tplan

ongoinganywherewheniknockoff.Ijustwantto

gohometomykids

Joshua:whattimedoyouknockoff?

Maya:4pm

Joshua:oktheniwillcometoyourhouseandbring

thefood

Maya:(sighed)okMrKgangiappreciateyourhelp

andallbutihavenointentionsoffightingwith

someone'swifeandagainwedon'tknowone

another

Joshua:that'sthewholepointofthedinnerinvite,to

gettoknowoneanotherandwhosaidihaveawife?



Maya:(scoffed)youmencanbeweirdattimesyou

knowbutanyway,youcancomeoverthenbutjust

knowthatthekidswillbearound

Joshua:imawareofthatmylady.Thankyouso

much

Maya:it'snotaproblem.Iwillsendyoudirections

tomyhouse

Joshua:iwillbewaiting

Maya:sure

Joshua:bye

Maya:bye

TheyhungupasMayafrownedconfusedand

scoffedgoingbacktoworkwhileJoshuasmiled

sittingback.

AtMaya'shouse...



LucascalledApril,Herbertandtheirfriendfromthe

neighboursashefinishedmakingthemlunch...

Lucas:washyourhandsandgositintheliving

roomimcomingwithyourfood

All:yeay!

Theywenttotapandwashedtheirhandsandranto

thelivingroom.Aprilandthelittleboysatonthe

matwhileHerbertjumpedonthecouchbutfrowned

ashehitsomethingwithhiship.Hefrownedgetting

offthecouchandmassagedhishipreaching

betweenthecouch.Hefrownedmorecomingout

withplierswhileLucascameinwiththeirfood...

Lucas:buddywhatareyoudoingonthecouchyou

knowyouhavetositonthemat

Herbert:lookwhatifound



Hesaiddanglingthepliersinhishands.
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Mopatiscoffedandshookhisheadashetriedto

getholdofMayabutitstillbeeped...

Mopati:thefuck

Man:whatisit?

Mopati:herphoneisnotgoingthrough

Man:canyoupleaseforgetaboutthisgirl



Mopati:no

Man:dudesheblockedyouthatmeansshewants

nothingtodowithyou.Shegotwhatshewantedso

justforgetabouther

Mopati:imnotgoingtobeusedlikethat.Never

Man:unfortunatelythistimearoundyoumeta

wisergirlbuddy,atruecitygirl

Mopati:there'snotruecitygirlwhenitcomesto

Mopati.Ifshewantstoplaydirtysowilli

Man:whatareyougoingtodo?

Mopati:imgoingtoshowherthattwocanplayat

thisgameandthaticanmakeorbreakher.Imnot

goingtotakeheroutofhermiseryandshedoes

thistome.Hellno

Man:(laughed)ojelwentwana

Mopati:justshutup.Itriedtobeniceandbea

gentlemenbutimdonenow

Man:itoldyouthatyouareobsessedwiththis

chick.Lookatyounowsweatingbulletsthatshe

hasblockedyou



Mopati:iaskedyoutoshutup

Man:it'sthetruth.Letgoofthatchickmanand

moveonagainitsnotlikethatrestaurantisyours.

Youcan'tbeoverworkedbyfindingsomeoneajob

thatpayslessthan3kcomeon

Mopati:kareimnotgoingtoletitgojustlikethat.

Aneyeforaneye

Hesaidtakinghisstethoscopeandleftwhilehis

friendshookhisheadandmadeacall.

AttheDuncan's...

Applesatonherstudydeskandsmiledasshe

managedtosolveaproblemshehadbeen

strugglingwith.Shetookherphoneandcalledher

"crusher"...

Guy:Apple



Apple:hihowareyoudoing?

Guy:imgreathowareyoudoing?

Apple:imgood

Guy:what'sup?

Apple:iwantedtocheckifyouhavereceived

anythingunsettlingyet

Guy:nopenothingatallitlookslikeyouarejust

beingparanoid.Thepeoplehetalkstomostlyare

menandyourmom

Apple:areyousure?

Guy:100percent

Apple:oklet'sgiveitafewmoredaystheniwillbe

certainthathe'snotdoinganythingfunny

Guy:noproblem

Apple:bye

Guy:bye(theyhungupasshecalledherbrother)

Saint:sis

Apple:whereareyou?



Saint:tryingtotakeanap

Apple:justgotoffthephonewiththatguy

Saint:and?

Apple:itlookslikehe'sclean

Saint:seeitoldyouthatwewerejustbeing

paranoidovernothing.Maybedadwasjustheldup

withsomethingatworkthat'swhyhewasn'tgiving

momenoughattentionimeaneversinceSunday

he'salwayshomeontime

Apple:it'sonlyTuesdaySaint

Saint:still

Apple:imnotgoingtogiveupanyway.Imgoingto

giveitafewmoredaysjusttobesure

Saint:mmhandiwillbeherewaitingtotellyouthat

itoldyouso

Apple:(scoffed)youknowimhardlyeverwrong

right?

Saint:there'salwaysafirsttimeforeverythingsis

Apple:yeahright.Tomorrowwe...(athought



crossedhermind)ahnevermind

Saint:whatareyousayingabouttomorrow?

Apple:nothingSaintjusttakeyournap.Auntysaid

she'smakingapplepietonight

Saint:ohsowearehavingyoufordinner

Apple:byeidiot

TheyhunguplaughingasApplepackedherbooks

andjumpedontoherbedaswell.

LATERTHATAFTERNOON

Mayasmiledasshechangedshiftswithher

colleague.Shecheckedthetimeanditwasexactly

4pm...

Man:greatfirstday?

Maya:(chuckled)morelikehorroritonlygotbetter



afterlunch

Man:youwillbefinehey

Maya:thanksseeyoutomorrow

Man:sure

ShetookherthingsasMareledicamebehindher...

Mareledi:sis,hey

Maya:ohhilove

Mareledi:goingtothestop?

Maya:noimdriving

Mareledi:ohokwhichsideofGabs?

Maya:Broadhurst

Mareledi:ohokimgoingtoTsholofeloeastiguessi

willdropoffalongtheroad

Maya:hoponiwilldropyouoffhome

Mareledi:ohthankyou



Theysmiledgettinginthevitzasshecarefully

reversedout...

Mareledi:howaboutweridetogetherinthemorning

andwhenweknockoffsincewearedoingthe

sameshiftthenigiveyoumoneyforpetrolevery

month?

Maya:ihavenoproblemwiththat

Mareledi:ohgoodthenstopbyanypetrolstation

youseethenfillup

Maya:ohsomeoneisBillGates'sdaughter(they

laughed)

Mareledi:aladyhastohavesomemoneyhidden

somewhere(theylaughedasherphonerang)

Maya:goodnessme,mysister.(Putheron

loudspeaker)Hello?

Precious:Mayaweedoyounotgettiredofalways

embarrassingus?



Maya:whatareyoutalkingaboutnow?

Precious:whyiseveryonesayingyoukilledLuke?

Maya:what!?Whywouldiwastemyfreedomon

suchauselessperson?

Precious:weallknowyouhavenothingandyou

woulddoanythingformoneyandsinceyouknow

thathismotherhadinsuredhislifeyouthoughtyou

wouldscoreitbigthroughthechildren

Maya:idon'tcareifhewasinsuredornot.Lukehas

neverdoneanythingformeinmylifesoiwouldn't

wastemytimetryingtogetbacktohimoranything

Precious:wellhismotherwantshergrandchildren

Maya:overmydeadbodytellherthat

Precious:Mayayoucan'tevengivethechildren

anything.Youaremakingthepoorkidssuffer.Gone

jaanayouhavemysonatyourhousesothathecan

spendhisallowanceonyouguysareyounot

ashamed?

Maya:bonaPreciousketlabusetsangwanawa

gagokoMochudiautlwa.(Iwilltakeyoursonback



toMochudiok)Imenoughwithyourinsults.Noone

istakingmykidsfrommeandthat'sit

Precious:whoisgoingtolookafterthekidswhile

yougotothatuselessjobofyours?

Maya:ihavepeoplewhocareaboutmeifyoudidn't

know.Ifyouthoughtyouandyourmotherwere

goingtomakemylifehardformethenyouare

wastingyourtimes.Ihavepeopleonmyback.Bye

Precious:obuselekoloiyagammemogolo(you

shouldreturnmyaunt'scar)

Maya:(scoffed)byePrecious

SheclickedhertonguehangingupwhileMareledi

lookedathershocked.Sheburstintoalaughand

changedlanesheadingintoapetrolstation...

Maya:welcometomyworldlove

Mareledi:yeahneh.Soshe'syourbiologicalsister?

Maya:myblooddear



Mareledi:(clappedonce)shockedisan

understatement

Atamall...

Lovemoredisinfectedashoppingcartandpushedit

insideashewentthroughalistLucassenthimand

startedpickingtheitems...

Lovemore:ifsomeonetoldmethatbeingafather

alsomeantdoingafemale'sjobiwouldhave

thoughttwiceaboutnotusingprotection

Theladyintheshoppingisleashimlaughed...

Lovemore:(smiled)noisweartoyouthisisjusttoo

muchwork.Nowihavetogoaroundtheshop

pickingthingsidon'tevenknow

Lady:(inanigerianaccent)that'sthebeautyofitall



papa

Lovemore:nomanificouldiwouldtakethemback

towheretheycomefrom

Lady:well,welcometotheworldofparenthood

Lovemore:youareshoppingforyourkidaswell?

Lady:myniece

Lovemore:teenager?

Lady:yesandyours?

Lovemore:teenageraswell.Imeanigivethisguy

allowancewhydoeshestillwantmetospendmore

moneyonhim?

Lady:(smiled)that'syourjob

Therewassomethingabouthersmilethatdrewhim

intowantingtohavealongerconversationwith

her....

Lovemore:mynameisLovemoreKavimba



Lady:(flippedherhairandstretchedherhandto

him)ChiomaAdiole

Lovemore:Niger?

Chioma:yes,Lagosandyou?Zim?

Lovemore:yes,MberengwaintheMidlands

Chioma:ohnice.Howoldisyourboy?

Lovemore:turned16aweekago

Chioma:ohokmynieceis16aswellandyohshe's

startingtobeatroublesomeyounggirlyouknow

Lovemore:ihavea17yearolddaughterturning18

soon

Chioma:wowok.Youdidn'twanttowastetimehey

(theylaughed)

Lovemore:iwantedtogetitoveranddonewith

(theylaughed)myboyhasnofriendsmaybewe

canintroducethemtooneanother

Chioma:andmynieceenjoyshangingoutwithboys

morethangirls.Shesaysgirlsarealwaysuptight

andfullofgossip



Lovemore:nooffencebutthat'sright(theylaughed)

Chioma:soyeahwecanintroducethemtoone

another.Wheredoeshegotoschool?Yourboyi

mean

Lovemore:Westwood

Chioma:myniecetoo.Youneverknowmaybethey

areinthesameclass

Lovemore:what'shername?Sothatiaskhim

Chioma:SundaeAdiole

Lovemore:ohnicename,myboyisLucasKavimba.

Iwillaskhimifheknowsher

Chioma:iwillaskSundaeifheknowshimtoo.

Lovemore:doyoumindexchangingnumbers?

Chioma:notatall.Canihaveyourphoneplease

HetookouthislatestIPhoneandgaveittoher

whileshepunchedinhernumber.Shereallylooked

likeawomanwhotookgoodcareofherselfand

waswelloff.Shehadonstilettos,formalpantsthat



satwellonherAfricanvivaciousbody,awhiteshirt

andalongblacksilkcardiganwithcleansimple

makeup.Hecheckedoutherleftfingerandshehad

noringon.Shedialedherselfandgavehimhis

phonebacktakingoutthesamekindofphonehe

had...

Chioma:Lovemoreright?

Lovemore:yesMissAdiole

Chioma:(smiledimpressed)alotofpeopletendto

forgetmynameeasilytheyendupcallingmeChi

Lovemore:ihaveagoodmemory(theychuckled)

seeyousoon

Chioma:seeyousoonMrK

Sheflashedanothersmileathimashesmiledback

andwenttheirdifferentways.

AtMaya'shouse...



Shefinishedchangingandsighedjoiningthekidsin

thelivingroom...

Lucas:areyounotgoingtomakesupperforus

aunty?

Maya:ithoughtyouwereonthekitchendutytoday

Lucas:haiboauntyyourkidsoverworkedmetoday

(theylaughed)

Maya:don'tworryafriendofmineiscomingover

sohewillbringsomefoodforus

Lucas:he?

Maya:(smiled)aiaiLucasdon'tbegettingsilly

ideas

Lucas:(laughed)imjustaskingohHerbyfound

these

Maya:(frowned)whoarethosefor?

Lucas:idon'tknowareyounotmissingpliersin

yourcar?



Maya:noimnot.

Lucas:thenidon'tknow

Maya:Herbyarethesenotyourfriend'sfather's?

Herbert:nomamahesaystheyarenot.Weasked

him

Maya:okthat'sweirdbutidon'thavepliersthat

looklikethese

Lucas:iguesstheheavensblessedusthen

Maya:justgoputtheminmycariwillaskmy

friendsaboutthem

Lucastookthemtothecarwhilebythegate

JoshuaparkedhisGD6.Hegotofftoopenthegate

butLucashelpedashesmiledanddroveinthe

yard...

Herbert:(whisperedtoApril)Mama'sboyfriend

April:(outloud)mamayouhaveanewboyfriend?

Arewefinallygettingadad?



Maya:bathongApril

JoshuagreetedLucasandtookoutbagsofNandos

asLucashelpedhimandheadedtothehouse...

Lucas:fatherchristmasishere(theylaughed)

Joshua:goodevening

Maya:hi,pleasedon'tmindthemtheyarejustbeing

naughty

Joshua:it'sok

Maya:youcanhaveaseat

Joshua:thankyou.Hellolittlechampandlittle

princess(theysmiledwavingathim)whatareyour

names?

Herbert:Herbert

April:April

Joshua:howoldisHerbertandApril?

Herbert:5andahalfand3



April:icananswerformyself(theylaughed)

Joshua:dotheylovesweets?

Both:yes!

Joshua:wellthentadah

Hesaidtakingouttwochoclatesastheyjumpedin

excitement...

Joshua:woahwoahwoah,youneedtoeatfirst.

Whofinishestheirfoodgetstheirchoclateright?

Both:okuncle

Maya:hisnameisuncleJoshua

Both:okuncleJoshua

Joshua:goodboyandgirl

Theywentbacktowhattheywerewatchingwhile

Lucasgotbusyinthekitchenfixingthefood...



Joshua:sohereiam

Maya:thanksforcomingandhonestlyyouhave

helpedalot.Iwasnotlookingforwardtocooking

afterthekindofdayihad

Joshua:wasitthathectic?

Maya:withalotofdramabutthat'satopicfor

anotherday.Tellme,whywouldyouchooseto

havesupperwithsomeoneyoumet2minutesago?

Joshua:ummmaybeilikethatperson(they

chuckled)seriouslythoughijustwanttogetto

knowyou.Youseemlikeacoolperson

Maya:mindyouimveryscepticalofthekindof

peopleiletintomyspace

Joshua:ibelieveyouhavehadyourhandsburnt

before

Maya:peopleareneverwhotheysaytheyareto

you.Onlylaterwhenyourealisethatwowihave

beenfooled

Joshua:wellnottotryandputmyselfonapedestal

butimoneofthemoststraightforwardandhonest



peopleyoucanevermeet.Ireallyhopeditcouldbe

justthetwoofussothatwecouldbemore

comfortablebutiunderstandthefactthatyouare

tiredsotherewillbeatimeforthat

Maya:ohok(scoffed)

Joshua:whythescoff?

Maya:nowewilltalkaboutsomethingswhenwe

getthechancelikeyousay

Joshua:ok

Lucas:foodisready,courtesyofuncleJoshua

Theylaughedashebroughtabowl,warmwater

andaclothtowashtheirhands.

InMochudi...

Itwasaround21:00pmasMosesopenedthefront

doorwithoutknocking.Thetvwasoffaswellasthe

lightsandheknewshewasinherbedroom.He



swallowedquietlymakinghiswaydownthe

passageandtoherbedroom.Heheardsomemusic

softlyplayingashestoppedbythedoorand

listenedon.Hethoughtforafewseconds,stroked

hismanhoodandswallowed...

Moses:(muttered)notnowMo,justgiveittime

Heswallowedagainandmadehiswayoutonlyto

bumpintoRona...

Rona:ohmyyouscaredme

Moses:imsorrymadam

Rona:whatareyoudoinginhere?

Moses:(hidinghiserection)icametocheckifshe's

okmadam

Rona:ohok.ThankyouMo.Seeyoutomorrow

Moses:seeyoutomorrowmadam



HemadehiswayoutasRonalockedandheadedto

herbedroomandthentohergranddaughter's.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

InRamotswa...

Lornaparkedhercarunderthetreenotfarfromthe

gateasshegotoffwithherdaughter.Intheyard

DuncanJuniorstormedoutofthehousenakedas

hisauntranafterhim...

Lady:Duncan!Duncanstopit!Duncancomeback

here!

DuncanJr:Catchmenowcatchmenomore

HesaidrunningaroundasLornasmiledleadingthe



wayinwhilebehindher,herdaughterfrownedat

thename...

Lorna:knockknock

^

^

^

^

^
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DuncanJuniorstoppedrunningashealmost

bumpedintoasmilingLorna...

Lady:imsosorry.Goodmorning



Lorna:he'sjustbeingakid.Morningihopeweare

notintruding

Lady:ohnonoitsnotaproblem

Lorna:doyourememberme?

Lady:yesma'amido

Lorna:butthelasttimeicameherewas18years

ago

Lady:wellPatienceisalwaystalkingaboutyouso

there'snohowicanforgetyou

Lorna:ihopeshe'ssayingthegoodthingsonly

Lady:(chuckled)ofcourseofcoursesheis(Apple

frowned)ifyoudon'tmindiwouldliketodresshim

thenjoinyoupleasegetinandmakeyourselves

comfortable

Lorna:ohokthankyou

ShecarriedDuncanJrtothebedroomwhileLorna

andherdaughtermadetheirwayinside...



Lorna:seewhereyouauntycomesfrom?

Apple:mmhbutmamadon'tyouthinkthere's

somethingaboutthischild'sname?

Lorna:whatareyoutalkingabout?It'sjustaname

tlhe

Apple:nomamaandhekindoflookslikedadman

Lorna:stopbeingsillyApple.Wellyouknow

Patienceandyourfatherwereclosewhenshewas

pregnant

Apple:andthat'snormalforyou?

Lorna:yesApple.Welltheywerenotthatclosebuti

wouldfindthemlaughingtogethersometimesand

fromthosewhohavefallenpregnantbeforethey

toldmethatit'snormalforapregnantwomantobe

comfortablearoundanotherpersonthenthatbaby

comeslookinglikethepersontheywere

comfortablearoundorevenhavetheirtraits

Apple:thatisjustsomesicksuperstition,thischild...

Lady:sorryforthateyshthisboyisaproblemyoh

Lorna:yeahhey,kids.Heremindsmeofmyboy



whenhewasstillababy.

Lady:anythingtodrink?

Lorna:ohimgoodthankyou

Apple:metoo(shesmiledandmovedhereyesto

Duncan)

Lady:ok.SoMrsDuncanwhatbringsyouherei

hopemysisterdidn'tdoanythingbad?

Lorna:ohnonolove.Imherebecauseofthisboy

Lady:(heartskipped)oh?

Lorna:yeahihavebeenaskinghismotherwhathis

nameisbutshedoesn'twanttotellmeletalonehis

birthdaybecauseimplanningtothrowhima

surpriseyouknow

Lady:(swallowed)ohthat'ssweetbutiguessyou

heardwhathisnameisasicalledhim

Lorna:yeahandiknowhisbirthdayiseitherthis

monthorthenextjustnotsureaboutthedate

Lady:(swallowed)wellit...(clearedherthroatas

Applefrowned)ithaspasseditwasthisprevious



weekend

Lorna:awwareyouserious?

Lady:yesimsosorryMrsD

Lorna:(sighed)bummertheniguessiwillhaveto

keepthedatethenthrowhimasurprisenextyear

Lady:no(chuckledasApplefrownedmore)imean

itwasinthemiddleoftheweekwejusthadacake

andsnacksontheweekendwiththeneighbours

children

Lorna:(frowned)ohisee.Sowhenisitexactly?

Lady:(swallowed)the16th

Lorna:okiwillmakesuretonotforgetinfactletme

saveitonmycalendar.Ebilethe16thwillbea

Fridaynextyearsowewillcelebrateonasaturday

Lady:mmh

ShesmiledwithherheartracingwhileApple

carefullyobservedDuncanwhowasfeeding

himself.Hewasaleftyjustlikehisfatherandhe



ateeverythingbutpickedoutgrapes.Duncansenior

didn'tlikegrapesandhealwayspicksthemout

whenevertheyforgetthathedoesn'tlikethem.This

madeherwanttoaskalotofquestionsbutshe

decidedtoholdbackasshenoticedthathermother

wasinthedark...

Lorna:sowhenishegoingtoschool?

Lady:theyearisalmostgonesonextyear

Lorna:niceitsgoodtogettheirbrainsworking

whiletheyareyoungyouknow

Lady:truethat

Apple:whereishisdad?

Lady:inSouthAfrica

Duncan:nodadiswithmom

LornaandtheladylaughedwhileApplefrowned

more...



Lorna:shamelittledoesheknow

Lady:he'ssosilly

Duncan:youknowmamaandpapaliveinabig

houseinGabo...

Lady:Duncannowhatdidisayabouttalkingwhile

eating?

Duncan:sorryaunty

Lorna:(smiled)anywayitwasniceseeingyouagain

loveihopetoseeyouagainsoon

Lady:eemmatravelsafe

Lorna:staysafetoo.Byeboy

Duncan:byeaunty

Patience'ssistertookthemoutwhileApplequietly

walkedbesideshermother.Theygotinthecaras

theladywentbackintothehouse...

Duncan:thatwomanlookslikethewomanisawin



papa'sphotos

Lady:shutupandeat

Shesaidtakingherphoneanddialedhersister

whileinthecarLornafrownedatanawkwardly

quietApple...

Lorna:Apple?

Apple:mama

Lorna:areyouok?

Apple:(wantedtosayitbutheldback)yesmama

imgoodijustrememberedthatihavealotof

Englishworktodoeish

Lorna:(smiled)okbabybutDuncanisaverycute

babyisn'tit?

Apple:mmhverycute

LornachuckledfocusingontheroadwhileApple



softlyshookherhead.It'sDuncanJunior'slast

statementabouthisparentsthatgottoherand

madeheraskherselfalotofquestions.

AtKavimba'smotors...

Hisphonerangashesmiledandsatback

answering...

Lovemore:beforeyoushoutatmeigoteverything

youaskedforyesterday

Lucas:ohokthankyoupopsbutthat'snotwhyi

called

Lovemore:ohok,whydidyoucall?

Lucas:it'saboutauntyMayaandmama

Lovemore:whathappenednow?

Lucas:whenauntyMayaarrivedfromwork

yesterdayinoticedthatshehadonadifferentshirt

andiaskedheraboutitthenshetoldmewhat



happened

Lovemore:whathappened?

Lucas:mamaattackedheratherworkplaceand

pouredadrinkoverher

Lovemore:why?

Lucas:becauseofthemoneyyougaveherforthe

car

Lovemore:goodnessme.What'swrongwithyour

motherthough?

Lucas:idon'tknowdadandthat'snotall,shetold

hertotakemebacktoMochudibutitoldauntythat

iwouldratherbedraggedtherebecauseilikeitat

herhouse.Popspleasetalktomom.AuntyMayais

justapeacefulgoodwomanidon'tunderstandwhy

shehateshersomuch

Lovemore:imhonestlytiredoftheanimosity

betweenthemmyson

Lucas:andit'sonesideddad.AuntyMayahasno

problemwithmomifshehadanyproblemwithher

shewouldn'tallowmetocomeclosetoherchildren



Lovemore:yourmotherissomethingelseand

honestlyspeakingmyboyimgettingsickandtired

Lucas:iunderstandyourpainpapa.Imsickand

tiredaswell.SamegoestoNyasha

Lovemore:shepoisonedmydaughterbutdon't

worryiwilltalktoher

Lucas:thankyoudad

Lovemore:beforeyougo,doyouknowanyoneby

thenameSundaeAdiole

Lucas:mybiggestrivalinclass

Lovemore:ohyouareclassmates?

Lucas:yesthatgirlgivesmearunformymoneyall

thetimeduringexams.Howdoyouknowher?

Lovemore:(smiled)ibumpedintohermother,i

meanauntyesterdayattheshopandwestarted

talkingaboutyouguys

Lucas:ohwowreallynow?Wasshewithher?

Lovemore:nobutshewasdoingsomeshoppingfor

her



Lucas:ohokwehavethisgroupthatwealways

sendeachotherquizzesshe'salways...

Lovemore:(chuckled)okLucasdadhasworktodo

Lucas:okwewilltalklaterandpleasedon'tforget

Lovemore:iwon'tmyboy.Bye

TheyhungupasLovemoresatbackandwentto

Chioma'scontactandcalledher...

Chioma:(smiled)MrK

Lovemore:(clearedhisthroatsittingup)Ohhello

Chi

Chioma:(softlychuckled)welcometotheclub(they

laughed)whatcanidoforyouMrK?

Lovemore:ummmiwaswonderingifwecoulddo

lunchlater?Wellthat'sifyouarenotbusy

Chioma:irespectmybreakssowewillgooutfor

lunchsir



Lovemore:wonderful.Seeyoulater

Chioma:noproblemyouwilltextmethelocation

Lovemore:definitely.Bye

Chioma:bye

TheyhungupasLovemoresmiledmoreandwent

backtoworkwhileChiomasquinthereyesalittle

andsoftlychuckledtuckingherhairbehindherear

andwentbacktoworkaswell.

AttheDuncan's...

Patiencepacedaroundthelivingroomtryingtoget

holdofDuncanwhileshekeptcheckinghercoast...

Duncan:mysweetie

Patience:mysweetiemyfootmysisterjustcalled

me



Duncan:huh?

Patience:yournosywifewenttomyhome

Duncan:heebanna,why?

Patience:whydoyouthinkshewentthereDuncan?

Didinotaskyoutostopthisstupidwifeofyours?

Duncan:don'tcallmywifestupid

Patience:ohsoyouaregoingtodefendhernow?

Duncan:noyouneedtorespecther,againyou

neverknowthosewallsmighthaveears

Patience:icouldcareless.Iwantthatwomanto

stoppokinghernoseintomybusinessinfactithink

thetimeforyoutodivorceherhasarrived.Yescall

yourlawyerand...

Duncan:woahwoahwoahbrikamosadi,what?

Patience:ohsoyoudon'tintendtodivorceher?

Duncan:isaidgivemetimePatienceourchildren

arestillinschoolidon'twantthistoaffectthem.As

soonasSaintisdonewithbasiceducationim

divorcingLorna



Patience:wherewillibeatthattime?Tellme

Duncan:wearenotgoingtohavethisconversation

again.IpromisedyouthatiwilltalktoLornaiwill.

Justcalmdownman.Whatdidyoursistersayto

her?

Patience:shemanagedtothrowheroffbutDuncan

withthesamerunnymouthasyourshealmostsaid

thewrongthingsbutshestoppedhimontime

Duncan:sowarennalengwanakeremaleme(are

yousayingmeandmysonhavebigmouths)

Patience:youknowwhatimean.Getyourwifein

orderorelseiwillhavetodoitmyself

Saint:Aunty?

Patience:(quicklyhungupandswallowed)Saint

(nervouslyscoffed)howlonghaveyoubeen

standingthere?

Saint:ijustcamedown.Who'swifeisgivingyou

trouble?

Patience:don'tworryyourselfmyboyjustsome

wifeofafriendofminewhothinksimdoingthe



nastywithherhusbandbutit'sok

Saint:ohokihopetheysortitout

Patience:yeahtheywilldon'tworry

ShechuckledgoingtothekitchenwhileSainttook

hiswalletandleft.

AttheKavimba's...

Preciouswentthroughherphonewhilehavingher

cerealasitrang...

Precious:Ronabathong.Mama?

Rona:morningmybabyhowareyou?

Precious:imgoodmaandyourself?

Rona:imgoodmylove.Howiseverythinggoing?

Precious:allisgoinggoodma.IwenttoMmaLuke's

placeandreassuredherbutproblemisyour



daughtershedoesn'twanttolistensoihaveno

choicebuttoletMmaLukedotheworst

Rona:it'sfineshewilllearntolistennexttime.Let

hergothroughwhatMmaLukehasplannedforher

Precious:yeahandohwithTitusihaveinvitedthat

stupidwomanofhisfordinnertonightidon'teven

knowifishouldcallherawoman

Rona:(laughed)don'tworryshewillbeoutofour

hairsoon

Precious:andican'tcomeintotermswiththefact

thatshewillbeputtinghercrustypoorassonmy

custommadediningchairsyohLord.Somuch

povertyinvadingmyspacenagana

Rona:wellitsforagoodcourseright

Precious:yeahwelltrue

Rona:goodijustwantedtocheckifyouaredoing

yourassignments.Imtellingyouafterthisyouand

Lovemorewillbelivingcomfortablythanbefore

Precious:speakingofhimithinkishouldremind

himofwhohiswifeis



Rona:youstillgotthatmixturethatladygaveyou?

Precious:ohyeahmxmwaitseiforgotaboutthat.

Thanksforremindmeaboutitmama

Rona:yesnanarubitonyourcoochieandmake

sureyougiveittohimgoodtonightowaihewillbe

goneagain

Precious:(laughed)youwickedwoman

Rona:(laughed)peopleshouldn'thearyousaythat

wena(theylaughed)

Precious:byemamailoveyou

Rona:iloveyoutoomybaby.Bye

TheyhungupasPrecioussmiledandcalledtheir

privatechef.

AtKgang'sT&THeadquarters...

Duncanclickedhistonguegettingintohisfriend's



officewholookedathimwonderingwhatwasthe

problem...

Joshua:andthen?

Duncan:whycan'tLornajuststayinherlane?

Joshua:whathasthepoorwomandonenow?

Duncan:shetookofftoRamotswatoaskabout

Junior'sbirthdayimeanwhatdoesshewantfrom

me?

Joshua:ngngifshecangoallthewayto

Ramotswaitmeansthattroubleisbrewingmy

friendandpleaseibetternotbeinvolved.Asfaras

imconcernediknownothingplease

Duncan:urghmanjustchill.There'snotrouble

brewingiwillmakesuretogetherinline.Let'stalk

aboutyou,thereceptionisttellsmeyougotherein

agoodmoodandofferedfreelunchtoeveryone

Joshua:(smiled)let'sjustsaytheguyhadagood

eveninglastnight

Duncan:oh?



Joshua:youwererightMayaistherightwomanto

gohomewiththisweekendandimtakingthewhole

clanwith

Duncan:that'smyboy

Joshua:ijusthavetomakesureihaveaoneon

onemomentwithhersoicanmakeeverything

cleartoher

Duncan:youhaven'ttoldher?

Joshua:ican'tjustblurteverythingouttoheronthe

firstdaycomeon.

Duncan:timeisnotonyoursideit'sWednesday

today

Joshua:wehavealunchdate

Duncan:ohgoodthen.Makesureshe'stheone

please

Joshua:lookwho'stalking,someonecaught

betweenhiswifeandababymamawho'shishouse

helperandstillsleepswith.

Duncan:soyouaregoingtobelikethat?



Joshua:yourproblemsarehigherthanthe

mountainbaba

HelaughedwhileDuncanclickedhistongueleaving.

AtMaya'shouse...

Thepolicecarcametoaquickhaultbythegateas

Lucasfrownedlookingat4officerscomingout

afterhanginghisbathingitemsoutside...

Officer:youngman

Lucas:yessirhowcanihelp?

Officer:whereisyourmother?

Lucas:she'satwork

Officer:ohok.Herewithmeisasearchwarrantit

allowsustosearchthisplace

Lucas:(frowned)whatfor?AuntyMayaisnota



criminal

Officer:holdontothis,boyslet'sturnthiswhole

placeupsidedown

TheyheadedinsidewhileLucasquicklyreachedfor

hisphonetocallMaya.MeanwhileHerbertand

Aprilranintotheyardafterseeingthepolice...

Herbert:whatisgoingon?

Lucas:theyarejustmistaken.Comeonauntypick

up(shedidn'tashegrunted)urghmancomeon.Oh

dad(hedialedhim)comeoncomeonpickupdad

pick...(itcut)nomanthisisnothappening.Uncle

Josh...ohgreatidon'thavehisnumber

Herbert:calluncleTitus

Lucas:goodboy(hesmiledcallingTitus)

Titus:Luci

Lucas:uncleTTtherearepoliceinauntyMaya's

houseandtheyaresearchingthewholehouseas



wespeak

Titus:what?Why?

Lucas:idon'tknowunclebuttheygavemea

searchwarrant

Titus:didyoucallMaya?

Lucas:she'satworkandyouknowshecan'tpick

upherphone

Titus:heebannaok.Problemisican'tleaveyour

auntalonerightnowandcometherejusttellmeif

theyfindwhatevertheyarelookingforthenwetake

itfromthere

Lucas:okuncleTTiwill

Titus:goodboy(theyhungup)

Officer:areyouguyswinning?

Officer:nosir

Officer:didyousearchinthelivingroom?

Officer:yesofficer.

Officer:didyousearchthecouch,betweenthe



couch?

Officer:yessirwedid

Officer:comeonyoushouldsearchthoroughly

betweenthatcouchputyourhandbeepinside

comeon

MeanwhileoutsideLucasfrownedatwhyhewas

mentioningthecouchalot.Herememberedashis

heartskippedabeat...

Officer:areyouwinning?

Officer:nosir

Officer:urghlet'sgoyouguyscanbeuseless.

Come.Youngboyhaveagoodday

Theymadetheirwayoutleavingthehouseamess

especiallythelivingroomwhileLucasfrownedwith

hismindabsent...



Herbert:Lucas?

Lucas:huh

Herbert:areyouok?

Lucas:guysthepliers

Herbert:what?

Lucas:thattoolyoufoundbetweenthecouch

April:mamaputitinhercar

Lucas:iknowbutithinkthepolicearelookingforit.

Anywaylet'sgofixthehouse

Hescoffedleadingthewayinwonderingwhythe

policewouldcomeandransackthehouselikethat

forapairofpliers.MeanwhileatthemallMmaLuke

gotoffhercarwithablackscarfoverherheadand

headedtotherestaurant.Herphonerang...

MmaLuke:hello?

Precious:whereareyou?



MmaLuke:atthemallwhy?

Precious:pleasedon'tdoanythingbeforeigetthere

MmaLuke:noiwantmygrandchildren

Precious:iknowandyouaregoingtogetthemjust

waitformeforafewminutesimcoming.Shemight

attackyoubecauseyouareanoldwomansowith

methereiwillbeabletodefendyou

MmaLuke:hurryupthen

Precious:good.20minutesI'llbethere

MmaLukehungupandclickedhertonguegoing

backinhercarwhilePreciousexcitedlychuckled

gettinginhercar...

Precious:thisimgoingtoenjoy

AttheDuncan's...



LornaparkedhercarwhileApplewentaheadasher

phonerang...

Lorna:honey

Duncan:howcanyoudosomethinglikethatLorna?

Lorna:whathaveidonenow?

Duncan:howdoyoutakeofftoPatience'shome

likethat?Didinotaskyoutostayaway?

Lorna:(frowned)howdoyouknowiwentto

Ramotswabecauseinevertoldyou?

Duncan'sheartdroppedtothestomachasahuge

oflumpsalivagotstuckonhisthroat.

^

^

^

^
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Lorna:Duncan?

Duncan:(clearedhisthroat)Patiencecalledme

terrifiedwonderingwhatshehaddoneforyoutogo

toherhomevillagethatyoucouldn'ttalktoher

about

Lorna:reallynowDuncan?Patienceknowsthatshe

cantalktomeaboutanythingandicantalktoher

aboutanythingwhywouldiallofasuddengotoher

homevillageifshehaddonesomethingbad?

Duncan:wellthat'swhatshethoughtbecausenow

shethinksherjobisintheline.Tellme,haveyou

seenhersinceyougotback?

Lorna:nowejustgotback

Duncan:she'sterrifiedLornaandyouknowihave

noideahowicanassureherthatshedidnothing



wrongbecausesheandiaren'tthatclose.Youneed

toapologisetoher

Lorna:iwilltalktoher

Duncan:apologisenottalk

Lorna:yesDuncaniwillapologisetoher

Duncan:andyoushoulddoitlaterwhenimhome

Lorna:iwill

Duncan:sowhydidyougothere?

Lorna:toaskaboutthechild'sbirthday

Duncan:reallyLorna?Didinotaskyoutoletthatgo?

Lorna:isitwrongtowanttodosomethingfor

someonewhohasbeenthereformeforallthese

years?

Duncan:ifshedoesn'twantjustrespectthatand

stopimposingtheideaonher.Shealoneknows

whyshedoesn'twantyoutogetinvolved.Finda

hobbyorsomethingtodoandleavePatiencealone

please

Lorna:yohDuncanimsorry



Duncan:doyouwanttoupsether?

Lorna:ofcoursenot

Duncan:thenleavethiswholethingaloneplease

Lorna:eerraiwill

Duncan:thankyou.Thisshouldbethelasttimei

hearthehelpercallingmeabouthouseholdissues

nextthingiwillbeaccusedofsleepingwiththehelp

justbecauseshefeelsmorecomfortablearound

me

Lorna:imsorryDuncaniwillfixmymess

Duncan:good.Byeseeyoulater

Lorna:bye

TheyhungupasLornascoffedandwentinthe

housewhileDuncansighedoutofrelief...

Duncan:dammityoufoolyoualmostgotyourself

caught



Heclickedhistongueandchuckled.

Atthemall...

MmaLukefrownedcheckingforPrecious'scarand

sighedseeingnosignofit.Shewenttohercalllog

andtappedhernumberandasshewasaboutto

clickcallitrang...

MmaLuke:finallywhereareyou?

Precious:ijustparkedwhereareyou?MmaLuke:

gettingoutofmycarwithablackscarfon

Precious:ummm...ohiseeyouimcomingthere

Theyhungupastheylockedtheircarsandmethalf

way...



Precious:hiMmaLuke

MmaLuke:yes

Precious:sowhat'stheplan?

MmaLuke:imleavingthisplacewiththisgirland

she'sgoingtogivememychildrenwethershelikes

itornot

Precious:goodlet'sgoin

TheyheadedinwithPrecioussmiling.Itwas

evidentthatshewasenjoyingeverysecondofthis...

MmaLuke:Maya!?Ma...

Manager:goodday...itsyouagain

Precious:yesitsmeagainandthistimearoundi

meanbusinesswhere'sshe?(Lookinginside)Maya!?

MmaLuke:mosetsanatswamoopelekegoduba

seborotho!(Younggirlgetoutoftherebeforeiwipe

thefloorwithyou)



Manager:ladiespleasecalmdown.Peoplecame

herforpeaceofmindnowyouaredisturbingthem

andtheyarepayingcustomers.Let'sgotomy

office

Precious:wearenotgoinganywherewithyouall

wewantisMayaandwewantherhere.Yourcheap

customerscangofuckthemselves

All:hee!

Manager:excuseme?

Precious:youheardme.Lonalemakatswakeeng?

(What'sshocking)Yesisaidandicansayitagain.

Maya!?

MmaLuke:imnotgoingtowastemytimeand...

Themanagerblockedherasshetriedtogoin...

Manager:youarenotgoingtodothat!

MmaLuke:bringMayahere!

Manager:MareledipleasegocallMayaattheback



Precious:andtellhertohurryuptimeismoney

(Mareledipacedtotheback)

Manager:gonemmeladieswhycan'tyoubecivil

aboutwhateverishappening?

Precious:wetriedtobecivilohtrustmewetried

butshedoesn'twanttolisten

Manager:butnowyouaretroublingmycustomers

toanextendofevenswearingatthem

Precious:doyouwantmetoinsultthemmore?

Maya:ma'amyou...(sighed)ohwow

Precious:nywewow,faMmaLukesesemo

tshwanetsengausinyana(giveMmaLukewhat

belongstoher)

Manager:Mayapleasetakethisoutofmy

restaurantplease

Maya:imsosorryma'am.Canweplease

MmaLuke:don't,don'tyoudareputyourfilthy

handsonmeyounggirliwantmygrandchildren

andiwantthennow!



Maya:soPreciousthisisokforyou?Itsokforyou

toambushmelikethisatmyworkplace?

Precious:Banammaetshobanawaredia(kidsmy

girl,kids,youaredelayingus)

MmaLuke:ihavetocollectmysonfromthemorgue

todayandiwantthosekidsthere

Maya:mykidsarenotgoinganywherewithanyone

ofyou

Precious:whathaveyoudoneforthosekidsMaya?

Huh?Whathaveyoudoneforthembesidesmaking

themstruggle?Theirablegrandmotherishere,

someonewho'sabletogivethemacomfortablelife

butyoudon'twanttodoassheasks.Mayao

sotlelangbana?(Whyareyoumakingthekids

suffer)

Maya:thosearemykidsPreciousandifthere's

anyonewho'sgoingtogivethemacomfortablelife

itsgoingtobemedoyouunderstandthat?Don't

youdareforgetthatyouknownothingaboutgiving

birthommoulofelayosatsholeng!(Youarejusta

barrenhorse)(Everyonegasped)



Precious:(slappedher)loosebitch!

Maya:Precious!?

Shesaidslappingherbackwiththebackofher

handassomemenwhoweretheretodineheld

themback...

Maya:(crying)youareevil!

Precious:youknownothingaboutmylifedoyou

understandthat!

Maya:youarealiarandcheat!

Precious:fuckyouMaya!

Maya:ittakestwo!

MmaLuke:youknowwhatimoverthis.Itriedtobe

patientwithyoubutyouleavemenochoice.Im

goingtocallthepoliceandtakethosekidswether

youlikeitornot

Maya:overmydeadbody!



MmaLuke:wewillsee

SheclickedhertongueleavingwhilePrecious

pulledherselffromthemanwhowasholdinghim...

Precious:youaregoingtoknowme

Maya:trytotakemykidsfrommeandyouwillsee

asideofmeyouneverwantedtosee

PreciousclickedhertonguefollowingMmaLukeout

whileMayapulledherselffromthemanthatwas

holdingherandrantothebacksniffing.Shequickly

reachedforherphoneandcalledTitus...

Titus:Mayaihavebeen...

Maya:pleasegotomyhouseandtakethekidsto

yourhouse.Whoeverasksyouwheretheyaretell

themyoudon'tknow

Titus:Mayayouknowi...



Maya:Titusibegyoupleasetheyaretryingtotake

mykidsawayfrommebutican'tletthathappen

pleaseibegyou.AndifPreciouscomestheremake

suretohidethemplease

Titus:Maya

Maya:nowTitus,now!

Shehungupandcoveredhermouthburstinginto

moretearsasthemanageropenedthedoor...

Manager:Maya?(Sheturnedwithtearsalloverher

face)myofficerightnow

SheheadedoutwhileMayasighedlookingupand

sniffedwipinghertearsasMarelediquicklywent

in...

Mareledi:Godiswithyoumyfriendmakesureyou

fightforyourpositionnomatterwhat.Godwill



neverputyouinasituationyouwon'tbeableto

overcome.Putonyourarmourandtakeyourbest

gunstothis.Iwillprayforyouwhileinthere

Mayaswallowedandheadedtothemanager's

officewhileMareledisighedandstartedtosilently

prayforherasshewentbacktohercustomers.

AtJorge'soffice...

Hisphonerangashesmiledpickingup...

Jorge:tellmeyouhaveher

Officer:(swallowed)unfortunatelywedon'tsir

Jorge:whatdoyoumeanyoudon't?Igaveyou

simpleandstraightforwardinstructions

Officer:wedidn'tfindtheplierswhereiputthem

theymusthavefoundthem



Jorge:areyoucrazy?Goandlookforthosepliers

andstoptellingmestories.Findthosepliersand

arrestthatwomanifyoustillwanttokeepyourjob

Officer:(swallowed)yessir(hehungup)

Jorge:yesesmanincompetentpiecesofshit

bloodyincompetentpiecesofshitman!Theyare

costingme,Fuck!

Hesaidhittingthedeskandsatbackbreathing

heavily.

Backattherestaurant...

Mayaswallowedandsatinfrontofthemanager

wholookeddispleasedandlivid...

Manager:notoncebuttwicehavethishappened

Maya:imsosorryma'am



Manager:soyouwantedmetohireyousothatyou

canbringfreedramainmyrestaurant?Shouldwe

getcamerasforyounow?

Maya:nomadam

Manager:thenwhatisgoingonMaya?Two

consecutivedaysMayaMoeti,twodaysofme

dealingandcoveringupforyourmess.Doyou

knowtheamountofmoneyiwouldloseshouldmy

customersstopcominghere?Doyouknowthe

amountofmoneyihavelostofferingfreedrinksto

customerstocalmthemdownafterthemessyou

created?

Maya:imsosorryma'amandinevermeantforthis

tohappenidon'tknowwhythesepeoplearedoing

thistome.Alliwantistolivemylifewithout

troublinganyonebuttheykeepcomingforme(she

felttearscomingbutthatwasnotimetocryasshe

blockedthem)soiwilldoanythingtomakeupfor

thismess

Manager:there'snothingyoucandoallthat'sleftof

youistotakeyourbelongingsandleavemy



restaurant

Maya:(heartskipped)nomadampleasedon'tfire

me.Ineedthisjobineedthisjobtokeepmegoing

pleasemadamipromisenoneofthiswilhappen

again

Manager:youarecostingmeMayaandyouarenot

guaranteedthatitwon'thappenagain

Maya:okma'amimwillingtogiveupmypayment

forthecomingmonthtomakeupforallthecosts

butthat'swhaticandotoshowyouthatim

determinedtokeepthisjob(themanagersatback

withafrown)iknowyouarewonderingwhatiwill

dobutimawomanmadamiwillseehowtosurvive.

Aslongasyoudon'tfiremebecauseineedthisjob.

Please

Manager:okokMayastopbegging.Iheardyoui

willgiveyouawarningbutshouldthishappen

againimnotgoingtothinktwice

Maya:trustmeitwon'tandyouwon'tregretkeeping

me

Manager:gobackandcleanyourselfup



Maya:thankyousomuch

Shestoodupandbowedherkneesshowingher

gratitudeandwalkedoutasthemanagersighed

andsatback.ShecalledMopatibuthedidn'ttake

thecallassheshookherheadattendingtoother

things.AtthebackMayasighedoutofrelief

thankingGodasMareledicamein...

Mareledi:tellmeyoufought

Maya:ihavebeengivenanotherchance

Mareledi:yes!OhthankyouthankyougoodLord

(shehuggedher)itoldyouthatthefavoroftheLord

willbewithyou.Nowwhenweknockoffweare

goingtositdownandplanonhowtostopthese

twowomenfromharassingyou.Mymomowesa

lawfirmbutwewilltalkmorelater.Letmegetback

toworkbeforeilosemine(shegiggled)

Maya:Mara

Mareledi:yeslove



Maya:thankyou

Mareledi:don'tmentionitbabes

Maya:noimeanityouhavebeentheonlyperson

whohasmademefeellikeibelongsinceigothere

sothankyouplenty

Mareledi:youaremorethanwelcome

ShesmiledandpacedoutwhileMayasighedand

finishedupgoingbacktoherstation...

Maya:iprayTitusgetstomychildrenontime

pleaseLord

AttheKavimba's...

Preciousclickedhertonguetakingoffhershoesas

Lovemorecalled...



Precious:loveyouwon'tbelievewhatMayadid.

MmaLukewantshergranchildrenandshedecides

tomakethemdisappearlikethat,whatkindof

witchcraftisthat?

Lovemore:onethatcanneverbecomparedtoyours

Precious.Howvilecanyoube?

Precious:(frowned)what?

Lovemore:howdoyougotoyoursister'swork

placeandattackhertoanextendofpouringadrink

overher?WhathasMayadonetoyou?

Precious:ohsosherantoyou?

Lovemore:noLucastoldme

Precious:doyouseewhyidon'twantLucaswith

thatgirl?She'sgoingtoteachmysonhowto

becomeawitch

Lovemore:ohlikethewayyouinitiatedmydaughter

nowimstartingtothinkthatmaybemysonshould

staywithhisauntfulltimetoprotecthimfromyou

becauseyouareasnake

Precious:ifyouwanttoseemyheartwhile



breathingdothatLovemoredothatisweartoyoui

will...

Lovemore:dowhat?Preciousdonotforgetthat

withoutmeyouarenothing.Youarenothingbuta

poorclasslesswomanwithnodignity

Precious:(swallowed)Lovemore

Lovemore:imadeyouPreciousandicanbreakyou

anytime.ShouldyoucontinuewiththisPreciousit

willbeoverforyou.StopharassingMaya

Precious:Love...

Lovemore:mywordisfinal.Onemorestoryabout

youharassingmyson'sauntyouaregoingtoknow

whoiamanddon'tyoudarethinkoftryingtoblind

mewiththetraditionalherbsyoutakefromyour

mother

Precious:(heartskipped)what!?

Lovemore:iseeyouandyourmotherthinkimafool.

DoyouforgetwhereimfromPrecious?

Precious:Lovemorewhatareyoutalkingabout?

Lovemore:yeahkeeppretendingthatyoudon't



knowandkeepupwithyourbehaviouritwilltake

onelightningtofinishyouandyourmotheroff.You

arejustluckywehavekidstogetherbutslowlyand

surelyyourluckisrunningoff.Gobacktothe

crossroadsandcollectyourself

Heclickedhistongueandhungupwhileashocked

Preciousblinkedwithherheartracingnotbelieving

whatshejustheard.Shetriedtoreachhermother

butherphonewasoff...

Precious:ohflipno,imnotgoingtoletthishappen

Shesaidthinkingofwhattodoandclickedher

tonguegoinguptotheirbedroom,tookLovemore's

vestandunderwear,Maya'spassportphotoandher

underwearthenchangedintoadressandputona

doekandmadeherwayoutcallingNale...

Nale:babe?



Precious:nyaloentswakadiatlatsala(my

marriageisfallingapart)imcomingtocollectyou

prepareablackchickenformerechekamosadi

yole(wearegoingtothatwoman)

Nale:okloveyouwillfindmeready

TheyhungupasshejumpedintoherRangeRover

anddroveout.

AttheDuncan's...

Applemovedincirclesinherroomtappingher

phoneonherhandasSaintwentinandfrowned...

Saint:areyouok?

Apple:finallySaintwherehaveyoubeen?

Saint:iwenttodosomethingatthemall.Whatisit?

Apple:ithinkdadandPatiencearehavinganaffair



andhaveachildtogether

Saint:what!?Youmeanda...

Apple:ssshkeepitdownmanao

Saint:youmeandadandPatience...comeonAhow?

Apple:momandiwenttoRamotswathismorning

atPatience'shomeneh,shewantedtothrowhima

surprisepartybutdidn'tknowthedatesosheasked

Patiencewhorefusedandsheaskedmetodigthe

informationfromPatiencebutidecidednolet'sgo

toRamotswa.Nowfirstthingwhenwegotthere.

ThechildiscalledDuncanimlikeokmaybeitsa

coincidencebutatthebackofmymindimlikeah

noitcan'tbebutiletitgo.Wegotintheladyis

actingallfunnyasmomasksherquestions.That

timeimkeepingacloseeyetoaneating"Duncan"

firstlyhe'slefthanded,secondlyhepickedgrapes

fromhisfruitsaladwhodoesn'tlikegrapeshere?

Saint:dad

Apple:exactlyandlastlythischildhassomeof

dad'sfeatures.Iaskmymomaboutitandshe

tunesmesomesicksuperstitionaboutpeople



beingcloseandallthat.Sothat'swheniconcluded

thatdadandPatiencearechowingoneanother

behindmama'sback

Saint:there'ssomethingthathappenedwhenyou

guyswerenothere

Apple:what?

Saint:icaughtthelastbitofherphonecallwhere

shewaslike"getyourwifeinorderorelseiwill

havetodoitmyself"

Apple:(sighed)it'ssealed,theyaredatingSaint.

Thatmeanshersistercalledherafterweleft

Saint:sowhatdowedoApple?Howarewegoing

tomakemomawareofthis?

Apple:allweneedtodonowisgatherconcrete

proof.Thatguysaysdadiscleansohedefinitely

hasanothernumberandphonethatheusesto

communicatewithPatiencesothatwillbeyour

assignmenttogetthenumbersothatwecantapit

Saint:ohokiwill

Apple:iontheotherhandwillhavetogobackto



Ramotswaandtalktothatlittleboy.Heseemslike

heknowsalotsoonelollipophe'sgoingtospillall

thebeans

Saint:(sighed)soyouwereright

Apple:(scoffed)trustmewhenisaythisSaint,

PatienceandDuncanaregoingtoregrettheday

theychosetobetrayanddoublecrossourmother

anddodirtythingsbehindherbackespecially

Patienceimgoingtoshowherwhatamillennium

childiscapableof.Isn'ttheylikesayinghewema

2000thisma2000thatmmmhshe'stoexperience

mywrathfirsthand.Notwhenitcomestomy

mother'shappiness.Never.Shemightnotbeour

biologicalmotherbutthatwomanworkedhardfor

ustobewhowearetoday.

SheclickedhertonguesittingwhileSaintshookhis

headstillinshock.

THATAFTERNOON



AthouseofCHI...

LovemoreandChiomahuggedashegavehera

bunchofflowersandagiftbagwhileshegavehim

agiftbagaswell...

Lovemore:ididn'tknowitwasChristmastoday

(theylaughedtakingtheirseats)

Chioma:thankyoufortheflowersandwhateveris

inthegiftbag

Lovemore:you'rewelcomeandthankyoufor

whateverisinthegiftbagaswell

Theychuckledasawaiterbroughttheirfood.

Lovemorehavinghispap,masonjaandfishwhile

Chiomahadjalofrice...

Chioma:(tothewaiter)thanksdearalsobringour



drinksok(thewaiterleft)

Lovemore:itwasagoodideatoorderthefood

beforetimeyouknow

Chioma:that'swhatidowheneverigooutihate

waitingforfoodhonestly

Lovemore:thatmeansyourespecttime

Chioma:alot.Onewastedsecondfeelslikea

lifetimetome

Lovemore:abusinesswomanofnoteyouare

Chioma:thankyou.Let'sdigin

Lovemore:sohouseofChi,tellmeaboutit

Chioma:wearebasicallyatowerwitheverything

youmightneed.Wehaveasalon,ahairshop

cateringforbothmalesandfemales

Lovemore:wait,sotherearemenwhowearwigs?

Chioma:ohyesthosethathaven'tcomeintoterms

withtheirbaldsyet(theylaughed)wehaveanail

bar,aspa,achildren'ssalon,female,maleand

childrenboutiques,coffeeshopandrestaurant



that'sstillbeingrenovatedoverthereandacinema

Lovemore:wowChisobasicallyyouareamallin

onebuilding

Chioma:basically,yeah

Lovemore:thatisamazingandyoudidallthisalone?

Chioma:allaloneMrK.Mydadaskedmewhati

wantedtodowheniturned21anditoldhimi

wantedtoownabeautyhouse.Allofthisstarted

justwiththesalon,nailandhairbarandaspathe

otherthingscameinasigrewmybusiness

Lovemore:wowimimpressedbutibelieveyouhave

shareholdersnowimeanwhowouldn'twantto

investonsuchagreatbusiness

Chioma:yeahido

Lovemore:allthat'sleftisforyoutoputagrocery

shopandyouhaveacompletemallasatower(they

laughed)tellmeabouttherestaurantbecausewow

thisfoodisamazing

Chioma:therestaurantwillbefocusedon

traditionalcousinesonly.YourNigerianstaple



foods,Tswanastaplefoods,Namibian,

Mozambiquean,Angolian,SouthAfrican,

Zimbabwean,thewholelot.Youwon'tfindany

westernfoodsinhere

Lovemore:wowthat'sagreatmove.Bringingafrica

inBotswana

Chioma:ohyes

Lovemore:iwanttoinvestwheredoisign(they

laughed)

Chioma:sowhatdoesLovemoredo?

Lovemore:imamotorgarageownerisellandmake

cars

Chioma:makecars?

Lovemore:yes,webuypartsfromoutside,ship

themintothecountrythenbuildthemtogetherto

makeacompletecarorwejustbuyacompletecar

andcomesellitthisside.Ihaveabranchhere,3in

SAbeingJohannesburg,CapetownandKwa-Zulu

Natalthen1inZimbabweaswell

Chioma:ohwowyouhavedonegoodyourself



Lovemore:(smiled)thankyoubutimhonestly

impressedbyyourhardworkanddeterminationi

betyourhusbandmustbetoo

Chioma:(laughed)whathusband?

Lovemore:don'ttellmeyouaresingle?

Chioma:let'sjustsaymenhereareintimidatedby

anindependentwomanlikei

Lovemore:iwoulddoanythingforawomanwho's

abletotakecareofme

Chioma:golddigger

Lovemore:precisely(theylaughed)

Chioma:youaresofunny

Lovemore:trustmeihaven'tlaughedlikethisina

while

Theylaughedandchatupastormwhileeating.

Atamall...



JoshuasmiledseeingMayacomingashestoodup

andpulledoutachairforher...

Joshua:hiYaya

Maya:(smiled)thankyou.HiMrKgang

Joshua:andtheseareforyou

HegaveherabunchofrosesasMaya'sfacelifted

andtookapeekinthegiftbox...

Maya:ohwowishouldhavebroughtyousomething

hadiknownweareexchanginggifts

Joshua:(chuckled)ohnonoyourpresenceisall

thatmattersandpleaseopenthatgiftonlywhen

youknockoffok

Maya:yessiriwill

Joshua:ihavealreadyorderedforus



Maya:howdoyouknowmaybeimallergicto

whateveryouordered?

Joshua:tomeyoudon'tlooklikeawomanwho

picksherfood

Maya:ohwowok(theychuckled)whatdidyou

order?

Joshua:fish,wedgesandasalad

Maya:idon'teatfish

Joshua:oh,okthenwewillchangeit

Maya:imjoking(theylaughed)youshouldseeyour

face

Joshua:whatcanisay.Sohowwasyourmorning.

Maya:ohLordidon'twanttotalkaboutitbutlet's

justsaypeoplewilldoanythingintheirpowerto

bringyoudownandimhonestlytiredJoimtiredof

fightingthesamebattleseveryday.Joshua:welli

havethetimeyoucantellmeeverything

Maya:it'salotbutiwillsaythatmysisterhatesme,

shehatesseeingmemakesomethingoutofmylife

toapointofevensidingwiththeenemytobringme



down

Joshua:whathaveyoudonetoher?

Maya:that'sthething,ihaveabsolutelydone

nothingtoher.Allihavealwaysbeentoherisan

obidientyoungersister

Joshua:wowsuchpeoplestillexistinthisdayand

age?

Maya:ohyestheydoandihaveoneasasister,

bloodsister

Joshua:butwhatdowehavetodotolive

peacefullyinthisworldwhenourownbloodare

doingalltheycantobringusdown

Maya:ireallydon'tknowandtheywanttotakemy

kidsawayfromme

Joshua:heebanna

Maya:imtellingyou.Theirfatherpassedoninan

accidentnowthegrandmotherwantstotakethem

awayfrommebecauseshe'sabletotakecareof

themandimnot

Joshua:ihopeyouarenotgoingtoletthemdo



suchathing

Maya:never.Youseewhenitcomestomychildren

iwouldmovemountains.Mychildrenaremy

everything

Joshua:(smiled)thatmeansyouarearesponsible

personyouknowwhatyouwantinlifeandyou

woulddoanythinginyourpowertogetit.

Wonderfulprinciples

Maya:(smiled)ohwowandhesaystherightthings.

Thankyousomuch

Joshua:ohreally?Youarewelcome

Maya:youdon'tknowhowmuchpowerthatgives

metohearsomeonetellmethatimactuallywhoi

thinkiam

Joshua:that'sbecauseyouauthenticallythat

personandithonestlyradiatesfromwithinand

givesyouallthisbeautyonyou(hesmiled)

Maya:(blushing)ohstopitJoshuaareyoulikethis

withallwomen?

Joshua:(smiled)smart,beautifulandhonest



womenlikeyouonlyandyoudon'tgetthatalotin

thesestreets(theysmiledatoneanother)tellme,

areyouworkingthisweekend?

Maya:iwassupposedtobutmybossdecidedto

givemetheweekendbecauseofthedramathat's

beengoingon

Joshua:ohperfectthen.Howaboutyouallowmeto

helpyouandthekidsunwind?

Maya:imlistening?

Joshua:let'straveltoMaitengwethisweekend

Maya:heebathongthatfar?Why?

Joshua:it'smymother'sbirthdayonSaturdaysoit

wouldbenicetotraveldownthelongroadwitha

beautifulsoullikeyouandyourfreespirited

children

Maya:(smiled)wellitwouldbeanicelittlevacation

forusitsbeenawhilesinceitravelledoutofGabs

soiseewhynot

Joshua:spontaneouslikethat?

Maya:ifiwasOprahiwouldtraveleveryweekend



Joshua:ohweareonthen

Maya:(smiled)Maitengweherewecome

Theylaughedastheirfoodcameandcontinuedto

gettoknowoneanother.

^

^

^

^

^
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InRanaka...

Preciousscoffedparkinghercarafewmetersaway



fromthehousewhileNaleclappedshockedfrom

whatshetoldher...

Nale:sojustlikethatyourownhusbandthreatened

you?

Precious:littledoesheknowwhatimcapableof

Nale:let'sgoinmylovethesepeoplethinkyouare

awalkoveryouknow

Precious:onelightningonelightningdoeshethink

imscaredofwitchdoctorsfromZimbabwe?Yeses

Shesaidtakingoffhershoesasshecamewiththe

thingsshehadtobringandledthewayinasNale

followedher.Theyknewtheinstructionwasnotto

lookbacknorwalkwithyourheadupwhengoingin,

yourheadhadtostaydownallthetime.Shemoved

theclothontheframeofthehutandleaneddowna

littlegoinginsidewithNalestillbehindher.Asthey

steppedinthewomanstartedchantingloudly

movinghershoulderswhilewhiskingtheflywhisk



abovethem.Theytooktheirseatsassheburped

andopenedhereyes...

Woman:youarecryingMrsKavimbaiseepainin

yourheartyouarecryingMrsKavimba

Precious:(beatingherhandstogether)yesgogo

theyaretryingmegogo

Woman:itistimetoshowthemwhotherealbossis

Precious:yesgogo

Woman:putthemhere

Shedidn'thavetobetoldtwiceassheputtheblack

chickenonthetatchedmat,Maya'ssmallpassport

photo,herunderwear,Lovemore'svestand

underwear.Thewomanthenlitblackcandles

aroundthephotoandunderwearsthengave

Preciousasmallboxandpins...

Woman:putthatgirl'sphotointhematchboxand



saywhatyouwanttohappentoherbutbeforethat

letmetellyouthatherlightiscomingbackonand

herhappydaysarecoming.Goaheadandwhile

sayingwhatyouwanttohappentoherstickthe

pinsonthebox.Continue

Precious:(putMaya'sphotointheboxandstarted

puttingthepinson)Mayamayyourlightoflife

switchoffandnevergoonagain.Withthesepinsi

callpaininyourlife.Youshallneverbehappyagain.

Everymanyoufindshallleaveyouorshalluseyou

andleaveyoufornothing.Mayyouloseeveryjob

youget.Mayyourchildrengrowuptohateyoufor

keepingthemawayfromtheirfather.Mayeveryone

whotriestogenuinelyhelpyouendupbeing

consumedbydarknessandhatredoveryouand

makeyoudounforseenthings.Isayagainmayyou

neverfindhappinessinyourlifeMayaMoetiandif

youeverthinkofexposingmydeedsmaytheangel

oflosingyourmindvisityou.PaininyourlifeMaya

Moeti.FailureinyourlifeMayaMoetiandmoreand

moresicknessuntilyougodownyourgrave.You



willliveamiserablelifeuntildeathMayaMoeti!

Shesaidputtingthelastpinontheboxandputit

backinthecircleofblackcandles...

Woman:goodnowtakethechicken,breaktheneck

byyourhandsandspillthebloodontheunderwear

andtellthebloodwhattodototheunderwear

Precious:(didasdirected)withthisbloodilock

yourwombMaya,withthisbloodicallallforcesof

darknesstostarteatingyoufrominsideuntilyou

areleftwithnothing.Whenevertheforcesof

darknessarethirstytheyshouldspillyourbloodor

yourdaughter'sblood.Withthisbloodiblockall

goodwaysofthefruitsofyourwomb.Everything

thatcameoutofyourwombwillliveamiserable

painfullifejustlikeyou

Thewomantookthechickenfromher,spilledsome

bloodinhermouthandspititonPrecious'sface...



Woman:goodnowtoyourhusband.Takethisstick

rubyourbreastsonitandthentiethevestonit

Shetookoffhertopandbrathenrubbedthestick

betweenherbreasts.Itssmallparticlescuthera

littleleavingtracesoflittlebloodonit.Shethen

tookthevestandtiediton...

Precious:LovemoreKavimba,LovemoreKavimba,

LovemoreKavimba.Youaremyhusbandandyou

willstartrespectingme.Whateveryouthinkyou

knowaboutmeiwipeitfromyourmemoryright

aboutnow.Youandibelongtogetherandnothing

willcomebetweenus(putthestickinabottle)i

lockourmarriageatthisjunctureandnothing,i

meannothingwillmakeyouthinkotherwise

Sheclosedthebottleandputitbackaroundthe

candles...



Woman:goodnowtaketheunderwearwipeyour

privateswithitandsilentlycommandwhateveryou

wantinyourmarriage.Marriageisacovenant

betweentwopeoplewearenotsupposedtohear

anythingthathappensinit.

Shetooktheunderwearandliftedherskirtthen

startedtowipeherprivatewithNaleandthe

witchdoctorlookingaway.Assoonasshewas

donesheputitinabottleandkneltbackdown...

Woman:good.Nowallyouwantedandaskedfor

willbegrantedtoyou.Youmaythankthegodsand

goburytheseinyouryardandthenthisbythegate

ofMaya'syardassoonasshestepsoverthemshe

willbelockedin.Remembertodosoatexactly

00:00am

Precious:understood



Shetookeverythingandputitinablacksmall

plasticthentookoutherpaymentandleftwithout

lookingback.Theyquietlygotinthecarasshe

usedadifferentroute...

Nale:banebakagotlwaelachomi(noonemesses

withyoulikethat)

Precious:ahnoimdonewiththemshameimso

done

Nale:sohowareyougoingtoleavethehouseat

12am?

Precious:kantewhat'smyname?Imjustgoingto

feedhimasleepingpillandhewillbegonehewon't

evenknowanythingwhenhewakesupinthe

morning

Theylaughedassheplayedsomemusicandthe

talkedaboutotherthings.

Atthebarracks...



Mopaticheckedhisphoneandfoundhisfriend's

missedcalledandcalledherback...

Mopati:hiijustgotholdofmyphoneitwasahectic

daytoday

Lady:icalledyouaboutMaya

Mopati:whatabouther?

Lady:yourfriendkeepsbringingdramainmy

restaurantMopatiandimhonestlygettingsickand

tiredofitpleasetalktoher

Mopati:whatdrama?

Lady:someladycameyesterdaysayingshewants

hermoneynowtodaythesameladycomeswith

anotherwomanasthewomansaysshewantsher

grandchildrenitwashavochereandtheyeven

fought

Mopati:(frowned)who'sthelady?

Lady:idon'tknowhernamebutshesaidit'sher



sister.

Mopati:ohiseeiwilltalktoher

Lady:pleasedobecauseiwasveryclosetofiring

herbutbecauseihaveaheartandsawhowshe

beggedforthejobigaveheranotherchancebut

thiswasthelastone

Mopati:okiwilltalktoherthanksfornotgivingup

quickly

Lady:sharpthat'swhatiwantedtotalktoyouabout

Mopati:sure

TheyhungupasMopatisatbackthinking.He

smiledswinginghischairashisfriendmadehis

wayintheiroffice...

Man:andthenwenawhyareyousmilingalone?

Mopati:iknowexactlywhatiwilldotogetthe

beautifulMayainmybed

Man:herewegoagain



Mopati:ahnothistimearoundiwillbesuccessful

wecanbetonit

Man:yeahright

Mopati:comeondudedoyouforgetwhoiam?

Man:it'salmostaweeknowsinceyouhavebeen

chasingthesameskirt.Giveitupbruhyouare

nevergoingtohitit.Wehavealotofworktodoso

stopdaydreamingandfollowme

Hechuckledtakinghisstethoscopeandfollowed

hisfriendoutwhiletryingtoconvincehimthat

indeedthistimearoundhewillsucceed?

Atthemall...

MarelediandMayalaughedgettinginhercar...

Mareledi:imsogladthatyoucanstilllaugheven

afterwhathappenedthismorning



Maya:let'sjustsaythelunchdatereallycamein

handy

Mareledi:(sawtheflowers)icantell.Nothing

makesawomanhappythanabunchofflowers

Maya:(chuckled)youcansaythatagainandalittle

giftysomething

Mareledi:ohmywordimgreenwithenvynow(they

laughed)openitup

Maya:okok

Theydidastheybothgaspedoutinshock...

Mareledi:Mayathisisbeautiful

Maya:aretheserealdiamonds?

Mareledi:ofcoursegirlwhatdoyouthink

Maya:ohwowi...(herphonerang)lookwho's

calling

Mareledi:answeranswer



Maya:sssh(clearedherthroat)hello?

Joshua:hiyoutoldmeyouareknockingoffat4

andits10past4nowsoibelieveyouhaveopened

yourgift?

Maya:(smiled)yessir

Joshua:(smiled)and?

Maya:ilikeitinfactiloveitthesearebeautiful.

Howmuchdidtheycost?

Joshua:pricedoesn'tmatterwhenitcomesto

seeingsomeoneicareabouthappy.Nowiwantyou

tosavethoseforSaturdayattheparty

Maya:ohyesiwillandiwillmakesuretheyare

safe

Joshua:pleasedoso.Youareabeautifulwoman

Yayaandyoudeserveallthegreatthingsinlife.

Godandyouwillingiwouldbedelightedtobethe

personwhogivesyouthatlife

Maya:ohmyok.Thankyouwewilltalk

Joshua:iseehowyouaredodgingtorespondto

thatbutit'sokiwillbepatientwithyou



Maya:iappreciatethat

Joshua:byeiwillcallyoulater

Maya:okbye

TheyhungupasMareledismiledholdingher

chest...

Mareledi:verysoonwewillbehearingwedding

bells

Maya:ohstopitMara.Ohthesearegorgeousgirl

Mareledi:yeswenaYaya

TheylaughedasMayaputthembackinthegiftbag

andreversedout...

Mareledi:nowonmorepressingissuesispoketo

momoverlunchaboutyoursituationandshe's

willingtohelpyouprobonoifthatoldwoman



decidesyoutotakeyoutocourt

Maya:imaginebeingtakentocourttogiveupyour

ownchildren,yourownblood?Aeshamesome

peoplehavegullsyouknow

Mareledi:it'ssosickman

Maya:butthankyoubabeyoureallyareGodsent

andapreacher'schild(theylaughed)

Mareledi:andshesaysyoushouldgetallthe

evidencethatprovesyouhavebeentakingcareof

thechildrenaloneandbringitoverwhenyouhave

time

Maya:iwilldosotonightandwetakethemtoher

whenweknockofftomorrowbecausenowihaveto

collectthekidsfrommybrother's

Mareledi:good.Tellmeaboutyourarrangement

withthisJoshuaman(Mayablushed)lookatyou

blushingyouareagonegirl

Maya:isitthatobvious?

Mareledi:it'swrittenalloveryourfacelove

Maya:wellilikehim.He'scharmingandallthatbut



istillhavemyreservationsabouthimwhichi

believewillwearoffastimegoes.There's

somethinghementionedtomethoughaboutthis

wholepartyandtravellingthing

Mareledi:ok

Maya:thingishismotherhasbeenpesteringhim

aboutbringingamakotihomesohebeggedthat

whenwegettherewewillbegirlfriendand

boyfriend

Mareledi:ohokthat'snotabadthing

Maya:thingiswearestillgettingtoknowone

anotherwhatifthingsdon'tworkoutlikewehad

hoped?

Mareledi:nolookatitthisway,youwillgettosee

howhewillbeonceyouguysareofficial

Maya:(smiledthoughtfully)yeahnehyouareright

Mareledi:soit'snotabadthing.Iwishicouldcome

alongbutmoghelwillbeworking

Maya:icanleavethecarwithyouifyoulike?

Mareledi:thatwouldbeamazingtlhemmayoh



thankyousomuch

Maya:butifyoucrashityoupay

Mareledi:ididn'tbuymylicenseMaya

Theylaughedasshetookaturnthatledherto

Mareledi'shome.

InLedumang...

Lewisjammedtomusicplayingfromhisheadsets

whilemarkinghisstudentsworknotawareof

Thabostandingbehindhim.Hisphonereporteda

messageashetookitandreadthemessagewitha

smile.Itwashismonthlysalary.Hescreamed

excitedandturnedashisexcitementgotcutshort

byThabowhomwasjustbehindhim...

Lewis:youfoolhowlonghaveyoubeenstanding

there?



Thabo:(smiled)longenoughtoknowhowmuch

youearn

Lewis:youarestartingtoannoymerightnowdo

youknowthat?Watlapelaokareotlhapiyatin(you

aretoomuchliketinfish)

Thabo:(smiled)takasketaksmylovecheemei

zaka(youhavebeenpaidbringmymoney

Lewis:excuseme?

Thabo:aesweetcakesyouknowyouowemeP500

sopayupandputanother500ontop

Lewis:naarewatlholaimgivingyouthe500iowe

you

Thabo:youhavealotofmoneyinyouraccount

babywhat'stheproblemwithpartingwithamere

gran?

Lewis:youaresickintheheadwena

Thabo:(wentclose)don'tmakemeangry

Lewis:(scoffedpushinghimback)whatareyou

tryingtodoyoungboy?



Thabo:sendmymoneyandsenditnow

Lewissquinthiseyesandsenthim1kashe

smiled...

Thabo:greatdoingbusinesswithyouhoneyandi

can'twaittotapthatbubblyassthisweekend.Mmh

yummyandjuicy

HelaughedleavingwhileLewisslowlysatonhis

deskthinking.Hescoffedandsighedcalling

Bianca...

Bianca:mmaimwithaclient

Lewis:wankolotaBianca(youoweme)

Bianca:heebathongit'snoteven5pmyet

Lewis:idon'twantstressBiancayousaidyouwill

paymemonthendandifirememberverywellwe

getpaidonthesameday.Sotransferdear



Bianca:iwilltransferyourmoneyassoonasmy

paymentreflectsao

Lewis:goodgirl(hehungup)lonakanabanyanale

tlwaetsegojabanababathonnangwanyanawa

swabaesengmomadingame.Ketlantshetsha

stresssamesamogoleretjanamomogoene(you

girlslovetakingadvantageofotherpeople's

children.Notonmymoneyiwilltakeoutmystress

onhershouldshetrytomesswithmelikethat)

HesaidclickinghistonguewhileBiancasatback

onherchair.Shethoughtforafewminutesabout

whattodoanddecidedtoswitchoffherphone...

Bianca:Lewisisnotaproblemketlammonahejust

needstorest.Mossgakesielegope

AtTitus'shouse...

MayaknockedandwentinasApriljumpedonher



excited...

Maya:heybabyhowareyou

April:goodimissedyou

Maya:imissedyoutoo.Himothertobeokaedaddy

tobe?

Lesedi:(smiled)hilove.Owaioncehesawthatthe

kidswerehereheusedtheopportunitytovisithis

friend

Maya:areotladirajanggaokannaleseemo?Men

though(theylaughed)heyLuci

Lucas:helloaunty.Kantedidyounotseemycalls?

Maya:ihadabusymorningmyboyisawthembuti

couldn'treturnthemwhat'sup?

Lucas:ievenaskeduncleTitustogetholdofyou

buthecouldn't.Thepolicecametoourhouse

earlierandsearchedthewholeplace

Maya:what!?

Lucas:yestheykeptsayingcheckthecouchcheck



thecouchandiput1and2togetherandrealised

theywerelookingfortheplierswegaveyoulast

night

Maya:heebannawhywouldtheylookforpliersin

myhouse?Sothey(scoffed)waittheyplantedthe

pliersinthehouse?

Lucas:yestheofficeritoldyoucamelookingfor

youyesterdaymusthaveputthembetweenthe

couchwhileigothimwater

Maya:(frowned)butwhy?

Lesedi:let'snotaskourselvesquestionsandgetrid

ofthemrightaway.Wherearethey?

Maya:inthecar.Oklet'sgo.Heebathongwhy

wouldsomeonedosuchathing?

Lucas:ireallydon'tknow

Lesedi:andyouowethechildrenanexplanationof

whyTitushadtorushoverandtakethem

Maya:yohbathongwaitseihadaroughdaybuti

willtellyouaboutitletme...



Shestoppedtalkingassheopenedthedoortoa

policeofficerwhowasabouttoknockasshe

swallowed...

Maya:helloofficer

Officer:areyouMayaMoeti?

Maya:eerra

Officer:(tookoutthehandcuffs)MayaMoetiyou

havebeenarrestedforrunningoffwithPrecious

Kavimba'schildLucasKavimbaanddenyingLuke

therighttoaccesstohischildren

Lucas:waitwhat!?

Maya:siryoumustbemistakenthisboyismyne...

Officer:whateveryousayordowillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw.Youhavetherighttoremain

silentandtherighttoalawyer.Ifyoucan'tafford

onethenthestateshallprovideoneforyouandoh

here'sisawarrantofsearchforyourcarma'am

Lesedi:guyswaityoucan't...



Officer:boysputherinthevanwhilewesearchher

car

Herbert:mamawhat'sgoingon?

April:(crying)mamaareyouleavingus?

Officers:andthekidsarealsocomingwithus

Maya:what!?No!Youarenottakingthosekids

anywhere!No!Lesedidosomething!

Officers:idon'twanttohurtapregnantwoman.

Kidscome

Lucas:youarenottakingthesekidsanywhere!

Officer:youngboyyoubetterbehaveandcomewith

us.Littleboylittlegirlcomewearetakingyouhome

Lucas:imnotgoinganywherewithyou

Maya:(crying)Herbert!April!no!

Thekidsburstintotearsbeingtakentoanothercar

withLucaswhileLeseditriedtogetholdofTitus...



Maya:Lesedi!Lesedi!Takemyphoneandcall

Mareledinow!Tellherwhatjusthappenedshewill

knowwhattodo!Doitnowplease!

Officer:(smiledtakingoutthepliers)wefoundthem

sir

Officer:(smiled)goodlet'sgo

TheyclosedMaya'scarasoneofficergotinthevan

withMayainitwhiletheothergotintheonewith

thekidsinitanddroveout.Withhermouthhanging

openstillshockedofwhatjusthappenedshe

quicklysnappedoutofitasshetookMaya'sphone

andlookedforMareledi'scontact.Fromadistance

Precioussmiledlookingatthepolicecarsvarnish

awayanddialedMmaLuke...

MmaLuke:hello?

Precious:let'smeetatthepolicestationyouare

goingtoleavewiththekidsthistimearoun

MmaLuke:thankyoumychild.Thecorpsejust



arrivediwillmakemywaythereonceeverythingis

settled

TheyhungupasPreciousevilsmiledanddroveoff

followingthepolicecar.
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Atthepolicestation...

Maya:ouch!Youarehurtingme!Stoppullingme

likethat!



Officer:moveit!Youdidn'tthinkaboutitwhenyou

ranoffwiththekids.Moveit!

Maya:(stopped)doyouknowthemeaningof

runningoff?Howdoirunoffwithmyownchildren?

Howisitrunningoffwheniaskmybrothertotake

thekids!?

Officer:isaidmoveit!

Hesaidpushingherasshefellonherkneesand

HerbertandAprilburstintotearstryingtoruntoher

asthepoliceblockedthem.Lucasswallowed

lookingonashowtheytreatedhisauntshattered

him...

Officer:standup!Standup!

Maya:youaregoingtopayforthisisweartoyou

Officer:youaretheonewho'sgoingtopay.Oneyou

killanotherwoman'sson,2youstealyourown

sister'schildandhidethem

Lucas:shedidn'tstealus



Officer:heewenashutup!Boystakethosechildren

toanotherroomtheirparentsarecomingforthem

Maya:youarenottakingmykidsanywhere!

Officer:isaidmoveit!

HesaidkickingMayaasTituscameinrunningwith

Lesedipacingbehindhimwithher8monthsbaby

bumpholdingherwaist...

Titus:whereisyourbossimgoingtoreportyoufor

doingwhatyouaredoingtomysister

Lesedi:Mayaareyou...

Officer:mmewamoimanasabatlegonkgolega

please(pregnantwomanpleasedon'tgetmeinto

trouble)

Maya:LesedididyoucallMareledi?

Lesedi:yesicalledhertheywillbehereanytime

from...ouch!

Titus:babewhatisit?



Lesedi:ithinki...

Shefrozeasshefeltliquidrundownherthighand

lookeddown...

Maya:ohmywordTitustakehertothehospitalher

waterjustbroke

Lesedi:ouch!Babeah!

Shescreamedholdingherwastingaspainstruck

herback...

Titus:babe

Maya:TitustakeLeseditothehospitalnowplease!

Officer:wenaisaidyoushouldstandupfromthere

idon'tunderstandwhyyouarestillkneelingthere.

Standupandgototheinterrogationroom!



Hejerkerdherupandpushedherfurtherinwhile

TitusswallowedandhelpedagruntingLesediout.

TheygotintheircaranddroveoutwhilePrecious

droveinfollowedbyMmaLuke...

Officer:wareoneoisakaebana?(Wherewereyou

planningtotakethekids)

Maya:imnotsayinganythingbeforemylawyer

getshere

Officer:(scoffed)wenaontsemosetlhajaanaoka

nnalelawyer?(Ascrustyasyouareyouhavea

lawyer)Please.Starttalkingandstopwastingmy

time(Mayajustlookedathim)oklet'stalkabout

thepliers

Maya:isaidimnot...

ShestoppedtalkingandfrownedhearingPrecious's

voiceatthefront...

Maya:thisbloodywitch!



Sheattemptedtorunoffbuttheofficerblockedher

ashegothelpfromanotherandhandcuffedherto

herchairasshescreamedandshouted...

Precious:iwantmysonandthiswomanwantsher

grandchildren.Sheissupposedtobeonamattress

rightnowbecauseshe'sburyinghersontomorrow.

Thefatherofthosetwokids

Officer:okokma'am.Officerbringthem

Precious:(smiled)yousee,itoldyou

MmaLuke:thankyousomuchmygirl

Precious:anythingforyoumama

ShesmiledmoreasLucascamewithMaya'skids...

Lucas:maareyou...

Precious:shutupandgotothecar(hejuststood



there)Lucasisaidgotothedamncar!

ShegrabbedhimandpushedhimoutasAprilburst

intotears.Hearingherdaughter'scryMayacried

shakingherhead.SheheardApril'scryfaintwith

everysecondandknewthatshetookthem.Hertwo

preciousbabiesweregone.Theofficercameback

inandsighedfixinghispants...

Officer:wherewerewe(laughed)youbetterwipe

thosetearsbecausetheyarenotgoingtohelpyou

withanything.Youhavetoanswerthesequestions

Alexander:Mayawon'tbeansweringanyquestions

Theofficerturnedwithafrownonhisfacewhile

Mayalookedupwithtearsalloverherfaceand

blinkedlookingatMarelediandhermother...

Officer:andyouare?



Alexander:MrsTaolofromTaoloLegalservices.Im

herlawyer

Officer:but...

Mareledi:butnothingopenthisbar

Officer:whoareyou?

Alexander:she'smyjuniorattorneyrraetshoopen

up

TheofficerswallowedlookingatMayaandstood

upopeningforthem.MareledihuggedMayawho

burstintomoretears...

Mareledi:sorryfortakingtoolongthecarwas

givingusproblemsbutweareherenow

Alexander:nowtellmeofficerwhyisthiswoman

arrested?

Officer:wefoundamurderweaponinhercarand

alsohidchildrenawayfromtheirparents

Alexander:namesofthechildren?



Officer:LucasKavimba,HerbertandAprilMoeti

Alexander:arethosenotherson,daughterand

nephew?

Officer:thingis...

Alexander:whileatituncuffmyclient

Officer:but...

Alexander:isaiduncuffher(hesighedanddid)Ms

MoetidoesLucas'sparentsnotknowhewasat

yourplace?

Maya:theyknowyoucancallhisfather

Alexander:Mareledi

Mareledi:givemehisnumber(shedid)

Lovemore:LovemoreKavimbahello?

Alexander:MrKavimbayouarespeakingto

attorneygeneralTaolofromTaoloLegalservices.

DoyouknowaladybythenameMayaMoeti?

Lovemore:yesshe'smysisterinlaw

Alexander:sirwherehasyoursonbeenthepast



fewdays?

Lovemore:withher

Alexander:andyouarefullyawareofthis?

Lovemore:yes.Iseverythingok?

Alexander:MrKavimbaweareatthepolicestation

rightnowandyourson'saunthasbeenarrestedfor

hidingyourson

Lovemore:what!?Whoaccusedherofsuchthings?

Maya:(sniffed)Precious

Lovemore:whyiminotsurprised.Ma'amMaya

wouldneverhideachildshe'samotherherselfiwill

makesuretosortthisout

Alexander:thankyou.(Theyhungup)scrapethose

accusationsoff.Movingontoherkids,whereare

they?

Officer:theirgrandmothertookthem

Alexander:whenwasthelasttimeshesawthese

kidsMaya?

Maya:whenmylastbornwas3daysold



Alexander:havetheybeensendingyoumoneyor

anythingtosupportthekids?

Maya:no

Alexander:soofficerhowdoyouthinksomeone

whoknowsnothingaboutthesekidsiscapableof

takingcareofthemthanthepersonwho'swith

them24/7?Wewantthosekidsrightnow

Maya:it'sokidon'twantthemtoseemelikethis

wewillgetthemtomorrow

Alexander:youpeoplearesoinhumanenowtellme

aboutthismurderweaponwhatdiditexactlydo?

Officer:cutoffbreaksofthecarthefatherofher

kidswasinandwehaveitingoodauthoritythat

shewashappythatithappenedandwishedhe

coulddie

Alexander:whichgoodauthority?

Officer:themothersaidso

Alexander:abitteroldwomanwhodidn'tteachher

sonresponbility?Yeahright.Untilwehaveconcrete

proofthatMayadidwhatyouareaccusingofheri



sayshebereleasedrightnow

Officer:MrsTaolo...

Alexander:AttorneyGeneralTaolotoyouagain,

haveyoutestedthosepliersforfingerprints?

Officer:no

Alexander:(scoffed)incompetentofficerofthelaw.

Oneotabogetsegotshwaramothooiseodiresepe

sesekafomolaong(yourushedtoarrestthis

womanwithoutfollowingprotocol).Releasethis

womannowandwhileatitwhoapprehendedher?

Officer:whowhat?

Mareledi:whoputhandcuffsonher

Officer:idid

Mareledi:that'sunlawfulandyouknowit.Afemale

suspecthastobecuffedbyafemaleofficeranddid

youaskherifshewillwalkwillinglyoryoujust

draggedher?

Maya:theydraggedme

Mareledi:anotherunlawfulact.Mayadidthey



manhandleyouinanyway?

Maya:(lookingattheofficer)ineverywaypossible

theykickedandpushedmelookatmykneesanda

policebootmarkonmywhiteshirt

Alexander:(chuckled)ohwow.Imgoingtomake

sureyoupayforthis.Youroudyofficer.

Officer:(sighed)youcango

Alexander:thisisfarfromover

ShelockedherpadasMareledihelpedMayaup.

Theyleftastheofficershookhisheadandcalled

Jorge...

Mareledi:howareyourkneeslove?

Maya:painful

Alexander:youshouldmakesureyouundergoa

medicalexaminationandnotwashthatshirt

becausewearegoingtousethemasproof.Imso

sorryyouhadtogothroughthis



Maya:it'sok.Thankyousomuchforcoming

throughformeidon'tknowwhatiwouldhavedone

withoutyouguys

Mareledi:let'sgotothehospitalthengohomeiwill

callthehousehelpertpfixheraroommom

Alexander:okloveletme...

Joshua:(ranin)hiim...ohnevermind.Maya(she

swallowedlookingathim)areyouokitriedtocall

youbutyourbrotheransweredyourphoneandtold

meyouwereherewhathappened?

Maya:it'salongstory

Joshua:areyouok?Whodidthistoyou?

Mareledi:theypushedherandshehurtherself

Joshua:thepolice?

Mareledi:yes

Joshua:where'sthestationcommanderidon't

understandwhy...

Alexander:nonoleavethemtomeiwilldealwith

themrightnowweneedtotakehertothehospital



sothatshegetsamedicalreport

Joshua:okiwilltakeher

Alexander:areyousure?

Joshua:yesthat'sifitsokwithyouYaya?

Maya:yeahimokwithit

Alexander:pleasemakesureshe'sokorelseyou

willhavemetodealwith

Mareledi:(smiled)it'sokmashe'ssafewithhim

Alexander:ohishe...

Mareledi:aemamalet'sgo.Babestalktomeok.

Godbewithyou,sirpleasetakecareofmyfriend

youseethatherlawyertakesnononsenseright?

Joshua:ipromiseiwill

MareledismiledandhuggedMayaassheleftwith

hermotherwhileJoshuahelpedMayatohiscar.He

madesureshewascomfortableandgotinhis

side...



Joshua:don'tyouneedsomethingtoeat?Maybea

sweetfortheshock?Ihavegummiesinthere

Maya:thankyou(shetookone)

Joshua:wherearethekidsifyourbrotherisatthe

hospital?

Maya:(sighed)theytookthem

Joshua:what!?

Maya:yeahbutMrsTaolosayswecangetthembut

itoldherwecangetthemtomorrowbecauseidon't

wantthemtoseemelikethis

Joshua:okbutwilltheybefine?

Maya:idarehertodoanythingtomykidsJoshua

i...(swallowedastearsfilledhereyes)idareherto

touchmychildren

Joshua:(heartbroke)imsosorrylovedon'tcry

Maya:mykidsarenervouswherevertheyare

Joshuamykids...

Joshua:(rubbedherarm)ssshdon'tcrymylove



theyaregoingtobeok.Firstthingtomorrow

morningwearegoingtogetthemwithMrsTaolo

nooneisgoingtohurtyouwhileimaround.

Whoeverhasbeentargetingyourbacktheyshould

knowthatyouhaveashieldnowandnomatter

whatiwillbethereforyouMaya.Idon'tknowyou

butyouhavebeenthroughthemostandyoudon't

deservethat.Youdeservetobehappy.Yeslifehas

it'supsanddownsbutonecangothroughsomuch.

ImhereforyouYayaimhereforyou

Hesaidsoftlyrubbingherarmwhilefocusingon

theroadaswellgoingtothehospitalasMayacried.

AttheAdiole's...

Chiomasighedputtingherbagonthecouchand

tookoffhershoes...

Chioma:heybabywhatareyouworkingon?



Sundae:mynailtestaunty

Chioma:oklove.Iwillcomeseewhatyouhave

doneinabitok

Sundae:okaunty

Shesmiledtakinghershoesandmadeherwayup

withhershoesinherhand.Shetookoffherclothes,

worearobeandputonhersleepersandopeneda

doorthatledtoheralter.Onthatalterwasabible,

whitecandlesandwateraroundit.Shesighedand

kneltdownbowingherheadsayingtheLord's

prayerinherhomelanguage,Yoruba...

Chioma:AduraOluwaBabawatimbẹliọrun;Kia

bọ̀ wọfunorukọrẹ.Kiijọbarẹde;Ifẹtirẹnikia

ṣe,bitiọrun,bẹ̃ niliaiye.Funwalionjẹõjọwa

loni.Darigbesewajìwa,biawatindarijìawọn

onigbesewa.Másifàwasinuidẹwò,ṣugbọngbàwa

lọwọbilisi.Nitoriijọbanitirẹ,atiagbara,ati

ogo,lailai.Amin.(shedranksomeofthewater)Lord

ihavemetamantodayandhisnameisLovemore



Kavimba.It'snotthefirsttimemeetingthismanbut

aftertodayifeltastrongconnectiontowardshim

butnowLordiwanttounderstandwhyyouwould

letithappen.Whywouldyouletmehavea

connectionwithamarriedman?AnotherthingLord

hehasaheavyspiritit'sasifsomethingbadis

weighinghimdown.PleaseLordmakeitcleartome

whatyourintentionsarewithmakingmypathsto

crosswiththoseofthisman.Amen

Shesaidtakingasipofthewaterandmadeherway

out.

AttheKavimba's...

PreciousparkedhercarasLucasgotoffand

slammedthedoorheadinginside.Shescoffedand

gotofffollowinghim...

Precious:Lucas(heignored)Lucasyouarenot



goingtobehavelikeaspoiltbrat,Lucas!?

Lucas:what!?Whatisitmomwhatdoyouwant

frommehuh?Whyareyouthiswoman?

Precious:imhelpingyouLucas!

Lucas:helpmefromwhatexactly!?Whatagenda

areyoutryingtopushbywhatyoujustdid!?

Precious:i...

Lovemore:(threwhisbagonthetable)don'tyou

evendaretrytojustifyyourselfwhatkindof

sauceryisthisPrecious?

Precious:ohsoyouaregoingtoganguponme?

Lovemore:gang..(scoffed)pleasePreciousplease!

Precious:thelastthingiwantisformysontobe

aroundthatwitch

Lovemore:it'sreallytruewhentheysaytheywillbe

quicktoseethestickonyoureyebuttooblindto

seethelogintheirs.Precioushowcouldyoudo

whatyoudidtoyourownsister?

Precious:shedeservesit



Lucas:youarewickedandihateyou

Precious:Lucas!?Lovemoretalktoyourchild

Lovemore:he'srightyouarewickedandiseeyou

forgetwhatisaidtoyouthelasttimeyouwentoff

toharassMaya

Precious:excuseme?

Lovemore:getoutofmyhouse

Precious:ohhellnoimnotgoinganywhere

Lovemore:shouldicallthepoliceyouonyou?

Lucas:yesdaddoit

Lovemore:Preciousisaidgetthehelloutofmy

houserightnow

Precious:Lovemoreimyourwi...

Lovemore:hey!(Shejumpedstartled)don'tyou

evendaresayit!

Precious:whataboutthedinnerihaveprepared?Im

notgoinganywhere

Lovemore:youcantakeitwithyouwhereveryou



aregoingbecauseasformeI'mdonewithyou

Precious:Lovemore...

Lovemore:okimgoingtocallthepolicenow.

Preciousgetout

Lucas:canyoujustleave!

Sheswallowedlookingatthemandtookherkeys

leaving...

Lovemore:tellmewhereyouwillbesothatican

getyourthingspostedthere

Precious:Lovemorecanyouplease...

Hegaveherasternlookassheswallowedagain

andmadeherwayoutcallingNale...

Lovemore:areyouokson?

Lucas:yesdadimokbutimworriedaboutaunty



Mayaandthekids

Lovemore:icalledherlawyerbackonmywayhere

andshetoldmethattheymanagedtogetherout

andshewenttothehospitalwithafriendofhers.

SomeonebythenameJoshuaorsomething

Lucas:(smiled)yeahthat'shim

Lovemore:youknowhim?

Lucas:yeahhebroughtusdinneryesterdayandi

thinkhimandauntyMayawouldmakeagreat

couple

Lovemore:(scoffedsmiling)whatdoyouknow

aboutcouplesLucas?

Lucas:ahdadhowoldimikante?(Theylaughed)

Lovemore:yeahright

Lucas:sowhat'stheplanwithmom?

Lovemore:honestlyspeakingsonyourmotherisa

verytoxicwomanandithinkimdonewithher

Lucas:imwithyouonthatonebutwhateverthat

happensimgoingwithyou



Lovemore:youandNyasha,iwantmydaughter

deliveredfromherdarkness.Thiswomanisvilei

don'tunderstandhowimarriedherbecausethe

onlygoodthingthatcameoutofthismarriageis

thetwoofyou

Lucas:(sighed)yeahnehandthefood?

Lovemore:throwitawaywewillgograbsomething

quickletmegochange

HesaidgoingupstairswhileLucasopenedoneof

thecasserolesandsmelleditthenscoffedtaking

themtothebin.

AtJoshua'shouse...

HeopenedthedoorandhelpedMayaintothe

couch...

Joshua:wouldyoulovesomethingtodrink?



Maya:noimokthankyou

Joshua:areyoucomfortable,shouldiputanextra

pillowonyourback?

Maya:(smiled)it'sjustscratchedkneesJorelax

Joshua:nomaniwanttomakesurethatyoureally

areok.Imgoingtomakewateranddettoltosoak

them.Makeyourselfcomfortablethere'sthetv

remote

Maya:ok

Heheadedtothekitchenandputonthekettlethen

wentuptothemainbathroomtotakeasmallbowl,

dettoldisinfectingliquid,cottonwoolandfresh

towelwhileMayalookedaroundthelivingroom.It

wassoneatandperfectlydecoratedasshesmiled

lookingatthehugeportraitthatlookedlikehis

family.Hecheckedifthewaterwasperfectlywarm

withhiselbowandheadedtothelivingroom...

Joshua:putyourbackagainstthearmrest



Shedidasheputherlegonhislapandcarefully

soakedherscratch...

Maya:thankyou

Joshua:for?

Maya:takingcareofmelikethisthoughwehardly

knowoneanother

Joshua:idon'tneedaweekormonthstoknowa

person.Imonepersonwhobelievesinfirsttime

impressionsandthefirsttimeiseeapersonandi

wasimpressedthefirsttimeisawyou

Maya:impressedbywhatwhileihadtomakeyou

tightenmyterminalswithwires

Joshua:(scoffed)thefactthatyouwerenotshyto

askforhelporbecamerudewheniofferedreally

saidalotaboutyou.Somewomencangooffatyou

whenyouofferhelpbecausetheywouldfeellike

youarelookingdownontheirabilityandthesecond

timeiwastotallysoldespeciallybyhowwell



manneredyourbabieswere.Thewaythatboyput

hishandstogetherwhenyouguysleftthegarage

reallysaidalotaboutthewayhe'sbeingraised

Maya:(smiled)thankyou.Pitysomepeopledon't

wanttoseeushappy

Joshua:welliwantto(theysmiledashetook

anotherleg)solet'stalkaboutyourcareer.Yousaid

youdidPRandpoliticalscienceright?

Maya:yes

Joshua:whatifitellyouicangiveyouajobatour

headquartersasourPRManager?

Maya:(smiled)what!?

Joshua:yeshowlonghasitbeensinceyou

graduated?5yearssoyoudeservetofinallydo

somethingyouwenttoschoolforbeforeyouforget

whatyoustudied

Maya:Joshuaareyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Joshua:yes

Maya:ohmywordthankyousomuch



Forgettingthatshewaswoundedshejumpedand

huggedhimalmostspillingthewaterinthebowlas

Joshualaughedhuggingherback...

Maya:(clearedherthroatlettinghimgo)imsosorry

Joshua:noit'sokidon'tmindbeinghuggedbyyou

Maya:wowican'tbelievethatimgoingtofinallydo

whatilove

Joshua:youaresohappythatyouevenforgotyou

arehurt

Maya:iyooheish(theylaughed)

Joshua:sotomorrowaftertakingthekidsgohand

inyourimmediateresignationthenmakesureyou

treatthesekneesbecauseyouwillbestartingon

Monday

Maya:iwilldefinitelydoso.Ohmywordican't

believethis.Thankyouthankyouthankyou

Joshua:thepleasureisallmineandiwanttosee



thatsmileonyourfacefromnowonnomore

sadnessok

Maya:trustmenomoresadfaceonme

Joshua:awsome(herphonerang)

Maya:it'sMareledishemustwanttoknowifimok

Joshua:okanswerherwhileigoprepareyourroom

SheansweredthephonewhileJoshuatookthe

bowlandlefther.

AttheDuncan's...

TheysataroundthetablewithPatiencewhileLorna

quietlywentthroughherphone...

Apple:whatarewewaitingfor,whycan'twejusteat?

Lorna:wearewaitingforyourdadbabe

Apple:wealwayseatwithouthimwhydowehave



towaitforhimtoday?

Lorna:Applejustwaitforyourdad

Apple:imstarving

Duncan:okguysimherewecancommencenow

Apple:commencewhat?

Duncan:yourmomowesauntyPatienceanapology

solovegoahead

Apple:(curvedherlipsandfrowned)eng!?(What)

^

^

^

^

^
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Lorna:nanamcalmdown

Apple:nonowaitmomwhatapologyisdadtalking

about?

Saint:Appleemapele(waitApple)

Apple:guysimnotfightingijustwantto

understandwhatapologyisit

Duncan:howwilliexplainifyouarenotgoingto

allowmetotellyoumychild?

Apple:ohokimlistening...

ThattimePatiencecurvedherlipslookingatApple

notawarethatSaintwaslookingatheraswell.She

sighedandkeptastraightfaceasLornasighed

too...

Duncan:yourmomhasbeenpesteringyouraunt

aboutherson'sbirthdayorletmesayhiswhole

identitynotawarethatPatiencewasn'tcomfortable

withit



Apple:aoaren'ttheyclosekante?

Duncan:theyare

Apple:thenwhywouldtalkingabouthersonto

mombeaproblemtoher?Doesn'tmom...

Duncan:Applecanifinish?

Apple:nodadimfailingtounderstandwhyshe

wouldhaveaproblemwiththat.Kanaaren'tyou

guysclosemom?

Lorna:weare

Apple:don'tyougossiptogether?

Lorna:wedo

Apple:don'tyouconsiderherafriendanda

shouldertocryon?

Lorna:idobabybutyouhavetounderstandthatno

matterhowcloseyouarewithsomeonethereare

thingsyouwon'tbecomfortabletosharewiththem

Apple:wellthat'sunlessyou'vegotsomethingto

hide(shesaidpickingsomepastawithherfork)

Duncan:excuseme?



PatiencethattimefrownedlookingatAppleasher

heartskipped...

Lorna:comeonbabythere'snothingthatPatience

canhidefromme.Patienceiwouldliketoapologise

foroversteppingmyboun...(Applescoffed)Apple

that'sillmanners

Apple:sorrymacontinue

Lorna:iwouldliketoapologiseforoversteppingmy

bound...

Apple:sodadyouareseriouslygoingtodothisto

thewomanyoumarried?

Duncan:Appleidon'tappreciateyourbehaviour

rightnow

Apple:andyouPatienceyouaregoingtositback

andlistentomymotherapologisewithany

conscience?

Saint:oh-oh



Patience:excuseme?

Lorna:Applebabywhy...

Apple:nomaimsosorrybutimnotgoingtosit

hereandwatchyoubeingtakenforafoollikethis

DuncanfrownedwhilePatienceswallowedlooking

atDuncan...

Apple:dad,Patience,areyougoingtotellmomor

shouldi?

Patience:Applewhatareyouonaboutmygirl?

Duncan:Appleyouaregroundedgotoyourroom

Apple:imwaytoooldforthatwenaPatience

(pointedather)don'tyoudaremygirlme.(Looking

inPatience'seyes)mamaPatienceandyour

husbandhavebeensleepingtogetherbehindyour

backandhavea3yearoldbabywho'sturning4

thiscomingweekend



LornafrownedwhileDuncanandPatience

swallowedwiththeirheartsracing...

Apple:areyounotgoingtodenyit?

Patience:madamyouknowiwouldneverdothat

Duncan:youmustbepossessedApplewhywouldi

sleepwiththehelp?

Apple:idon'tknowmaybebecauseyourwifecan't

giveyoubiologicalkids

Lorna:okApplethat'senoughnow!

Apple:noit'snot.Tellme,whywoulditbea

coincidencethatthelittleboyiscalledDuncan?

WhatdidPatiencetellyouhisnamewasmama?

Lorna:Junior

Apple:whatdoesthosetwonamesmake?

Lorna:DuncanJu...(shelookedatDuncanasher

heartskipped)

Duncan:ihopeyouarenotgoingtobelievewhat

thislittlegirlissaying.Patience?(Shekeptquiet)



Apple:whileatthatdearestmotheryousawthe

littleboyeatingright?

Lorna:yes

Apple:didyounoticeanythingfamiliar?

Duncan:Appleimnotgoingto...

Apple:ah-uhwait,ma?

Lorna:hepickedthegrapesout(sheturnedto

Patiencestillwithafrownonherface)

Apple:Saintwhodoesn'teatgrapesinthishouse?

Saint:dad

Apple:isthatacoincidence?No.Mamadidthelittle

boynotsayhismotherandfatherareliving

togetherinabighousewhilehisauntsaidhe'sin

SouthAfrica?

Lorna:hedidsaythat(sheturnedherfaceto

Duncan)

Apple:nowwhywoulda3yearoldlieabout

somethinglikethat?Whileplanningyouranswerto

thatmamaletmejogyourmemoryonelasttime



Duncan:Apple!

Apple:youcanshoutmynameallyoulikebutthis

endstoday.Mamayourememberhisaunt

reprimandinghimquicklysayingwhatdidshetell

himabouttalkingwhileeating?

Lorna:yes(sheturnedtoPatience)

Apple:idon'tknowifyoucaughtitbut...

Lorna:idid,hesaid"youknowmymotherand

fatherareinGabo..."that'swhenshequickly

stoppedhim

Apple:good.Asalogicalpersonwhatwordwould

thosefourlettersmake,G,A,B,O?

Lorna:Gaborone(herheartdroppedtothestomach)

Duncan:thisisnonsenseimnotgoingtositforthis

Apple:ohtrustmeyouare.Sainttellmamawhat

youtoldme

Saint:(clearedhisthroat)yesterdayonmywayouti

caughtthelastconversationofauntyPatienceon

thephoneandshesaid"getyourwifeinorderor

elseiwillhavetodoitmyself"iaskedheraboutit



andshesaidit'sherfriend'swifewhothinksshe's

sleepingwithherhusband

Duncan:youkidsaresickandtwisted.Saint:and

dadcanyouplease...

Lorna:waitSaint,whyareyouquietPatience?

Patience:becauseit'strue

Lornaswallowedahugeballoflumpwhichwent

downwithherwordsasshefailedtorespond...

Duncan:what?

Patience:there'snoneedtohidethetruthanymore

Duncan.Lornait'strue,Duncanandihavebeen

sleepingtogetherforfouryearsbehindyourback

Duncan:Lornaihopeyouarenotgoingtolistento

this

Lorna:Apple,Sainthaveagoodnightmychildren

Duncan:Lorna?Don'tdothat,Lorna?



Shequietlyputthenapkinonthetableandstood

up...

Lorna:iwillbesleepingintheguestbedroom.

Patiencesleepwell

Duncan:Lornapleasedon'tbelikethatinfrontof

thekidscanwepleasetalkaboutthis,letme

explain.Lornaplease

Hesighedassheslowlywentupwhilethekidsand

Patiencelookedathim...

Patience:imgoingtobedaswell

Apple:where?

Patience:whatdoyoumeanwhere?

Apple:youarenotsleepinginmymother'shouse

youwickedwitch!



Patience:excuseme?

Saint:nomamiholdyourhorsesnotonmysister

Apple:(stood)youbettermakesurethatyoupack

yourdirtyragsandgetthehelloutofthisyardyou

havenoplacehere

Duncan:(hitthetableannoyed)enough!Enough

Appledon'tyoudareforgetthatyouareachildhere!

Nooneisgoinganywhere

Apple:oh?(Squinthereyes)youknowwhat?I'm

goingtosleepaswell

Saint:thatmakesthetwoofus

Hefollowedherasshestoppedbehindherfather

andleanedonhisear...

Apple:youarenothingbutapatheticliaranda

cheatandyouaregoingtoruethedayyousawit

righttodoublecrossmymother.Samegoestoyou,

youhomewreckingslut!



Duncan:Apple!?

Sheclickedhertonguegoingupwithherbrother

behindherwhilePatiencelookedatDuncan

breathingheavily...

Patience:soimgoingtobeinsultedbykidsnow?

Im...

Sheswallowedandclickedhertongueasshewent

totheservantsquarterwhileDuncansighedand

rubbedhisfacefrustrated...

Duncan:why,why,whywhy?

Hesaidpunchingthetableandmadehiswayup.

HestoppedbytheguestbedroomdoorLornawas

behindandputhisearonthedoortryingtohearif

shewascryingbuttherewasnosound.Hesighed



andwenttothemainbedroomwhilebehindthe

guestbedroomdoorLornaclosedthebibleand

sighed...

Lorna:(kneltdown)oModimoyosafetogeng(you

areanunchangingGod).OModimoyofangmaatla

(youareaGodthatgivespower).Jehovahlefake

ralelamogogorowamoritiwalesogaokitlao

ntatlha(thoughiwalkthroughtheshadowofthe

valleyofdeathyouwillneverforsakeme).Rara

mphemaatla(Lordgivemepower),mphenonofo

(givemestrength).Saataneotsenemolelwapeng

lamemmeJehovahkekopaonthusekentshe

saataneyomolelwapenglame(thedevilhascome

intomyhomebutJehovahpleasehelpmetakethis

deviloutofmyhome).Amen

Shestoodupandgotundertheduvetwithnosingle

tearcomingfromhereyes.

ATMIDNIGHT...



Preciousparkedhercartookabottlethatcontained

Lovemore'svestandtheonethatcontainedhis

underwear.Shesearchedforhergatekeyand

smiledfindingitthenopenedthegategoinginthe

yard.Shesmiledmoreseeingallthelightoffand

headedtothebackoftheirbedroomside.Shetook

ametalrodandstarteddiggingmakingsurethat

shewasn'tmakingtoomuchnoise.Lucas'sbulldog

wenttoherandstartedlickingherasshesmiled

andrubbedit'shead.Sheputthebottlesinthehole

shedugandcovereditwithsoilstandingup.She

wipedherhandswiththewallandsighed...

Patience:youwillcomebacktomebeggingmy

love.MynameisPreciousyoudon'tgettokickme

outandiletyoubelikethat

Sherubbedthedogonelasttimeandheadedout

whileitcontinuedtowalkaroundtheyard.Shegot

inhercar,closedthegateandtookoff.15minutes



latershearrivedatMaya'srentedhouse.She

curvedherlipsandgotoffgoingtothegate.She

tookthesamemetalrodshedugwithatherhouse

andstarteddiggingjustinfrontofthegate.She

wentbackinthecarandcameoutwiththematch

boxandaplasticcontainingabloodyunderwearof

Maya's.Sheputinthematchboxwithpinsonitand

asshewasabouttoputtheplasticintheholethe

neighboursdogsstartedbarkingastheowners

quicklyswitchedontheirlights...

Precious:shit!

Shesaidquicklyrunningintohercarandstayed

thereuntiltheneighbourswentbackintothe

house...

Precious:stupiddogs

Shesaidgettingoffthecarandwenttothehole



againbutasshewasabouttoputtheplasticagain

sheheardacarcomingassheranbackintoher

car...

Precious:whatthefuck?

Shesaidwatchingthecarparkingjustbythefar

cornerofMaya'syardanddecidedtositinhercar

hopingtoseeitleave.10minutespassedwiththe

carisstilltherebutfinallyagirlcameout.Justas

shewassmilingforhopeaguycameouttooas

theystartedkissingwiththegirl...

Precious:eisheisheish

Shesaidwatchingthemastheguyturnedthegirl

anddroppedhispantsandstartedthrustingheron

thebonnet...



Precious:eeewsiesmansies

Shesaidstartinghercarasthecouplefrozewhile

shetookoffathighspeed.Thecoupleburstintoa

laughandcontinuedwithwhattheyweredoing

whilePreciousleftanopenholewithamatchboxin

it.

Atthehospital...

Dr:comeonmyladypushashardasyoucan,it's

forthelasttime

Titus:youcandoitmylove

LeseditightlyheldontoTitus'shandandbither

lowerlipgruntingandgivingitthebestshecould...

Dr:therewego.Goodwoman



Hesaidtakingoutthebabygirlwhoburstintoa

loudcry,quicklycuthercordandpexeditasthe

nursetookher.Lesedisighedoutofreliefwhile

Titussmiled.Shepushedouttheplacentaasthe

doctorcleanedherupandstitchedherwhilethe

nursesweighedthebaby,wipedherandgaveherto

hermother...

Titus:(tearfully)youdiditbabe

Lesedi:(smiledtearfully)ohmybabygirlwelcome

totheworldnana

Nurse:(smiled)doyouhaveanameforher?

Lesedi:yes

Both:MarangOratileMoeti

Nurse:ohnicename,ok(wroteitdown)

Titus:she'shonestlythelightwehavebeenhoping

foranditisbyGodgraceandwillthatshe'shere

safeandsoundhencetheOratilename



Nurse:wowyouguysthoughtaboutthisneh?

Lesedi:ohyeswedid

Theyallchuckledastheyplayedwiththelittlegirl

whowasbusythrowingherlittlefistsintheair

makingbabysounds.

LATERTHATMORNING

AtJoshua'shouse...

Mayagruntedstretchingassherubbedhereyes

wakingup.Shesawthelightthatcameinand

quicklygotupthinkingaboutwork...

Maya:oh(sighed)mxm

Shesaidrememberingshedidn'thavetogoinas



shetookherphoneandcheckedthetime.She

yawnedagainandfrownedlookingatthetablein

theroomseeingatraywithacoveredplateand

whatseemedlikeanoteonit.Shescoffedgetting

outofbedandwenttothetabletakingthenote...

Goodmorning.Youlookedsopeacefulandi

didn'twanttodisturbyou.Idecidedtomakeyou

breakfastandihopeyouarenotallergictoanyof

thethingsimade.Theywillbecoldbythetimeyou

wakeupbutpleasetakeashowerfirstthenwarm

themupandeatbecauseyouaregoingtoneedthe

strength.Therearefreshtowelsinthebathroom

andanewtoothbrushiboughtafewdaysago.Im

sorryicouldn'tbetherewhenyouwokeupbutihad

tobeearlyatworkandapologiesfornottellingyou

lastnightbeforewewenttobed.Iknowyouare

probablythinking"whysomanyapologieswhenwe

arenotevenanitem"wellthat'showmuchirespect

you.IspoketoMrsTaoloandshesaidshe'sgoing

tobethereby9becauseshedoesn'twantyouguys

tolooklikeyouaredisrespectingLuks'ssendoff.



Sowhilewaitingfor9amihaveleftmyGTIkeysfor

youbesidesthetray,(shesawthem)takethecar

andgotoyourhouseandtakewhateveryoumight

needbecauseiwantyouguystostayinwithme

untilyoufindyourownhousewellifthat'sokwith

youbutihopeitisbecauseicanonlykeepyou

guyssafewhenyouareclosetome.Ifthelandlord

givesyouproblemsjustcallmeandiwilltalktohim

orher(shesmiled)haveawonderfulmorningand

rememberlifehasnoformulaonlytheresilient

becomewinneraandyouareoneofthemost

resilientpeopleihaveevercomeacross.Your

friendJ.K

Mayasmiledputtingthenotedownandopenedthe

platetoeverythingniceinit.Wasthisadream?

(Shepinchedherself)noitwasn'tasshesmiledand

frowned.Howcanonebesosweetandcaringto

someonetheyhardlyknow?Maybethisistoogood

tobetrue?(Shewondered)butwhatifthereare

actuallypeoplelikethat,caring,sweetandloving,i

meantakeforinstanceMareledi,theyhaveknown



oneanotherfor3daysbutshehasdonesomuch

forher.Ifitweren'tforhermothershewouldbeina

prisoncellbythen.(Shesmiled)maybethisisthe

turnaroundshehasbeenprayingfor,maybefinally

Godwasansweringherprayers.Shesmiledmore

andsighedgoingtothebathroomasherphone

rang...

Maya:Lewis,whatdoeshewantsoearly.Heybabe?

Lewis:MayahaveyouseenorheardfromBianca?

Maya:goodmorningtoyoutoo.Noihaven'twhy?

Lewis:(sighed)herphoneisoffanditlookslikeshe

didn'tsleepatherhouselastnight.

Maya:uhuthat'sodd.Whenlastdidyouspeakto

her?

Lewis:yesterdaywheniaskedhertotransfermy5k

Maya:5k?

Lewis:yessheaskedforaloanfrommeandsaid

shewillreturnitassoonasshegetspaid.Wegot

paidyesterdayandyouknowwegetpaidonthe



samedaybutshehasn'tspokentome

Maya:(rememberedallthetimessheaskedmoney

fromhimbutherefused)ohisee.Wellidon'tknow

lovemaybetrygoingtoherofficeyouknowhow

sheisaftergettingpaid

Lewis:ihaveclassesuntil10iwillgoafter

Maya:okgood

Lewis:whereareyou?Iwasthinkingmaybewe

shouldgoouttonightyouknowimeanwe...

Maya:imhomeandbusylovebye

Lewis:don'tworryaboutthebillyouknowwe

alwayscoveryou

Maya:(scoffed)imoktsalabye

Lewis:Ma...(shehunguponhim)uhu

Maya:(putherphonedown)akerewenaleBiancale

kgonagoadimanamadi(sinceyouandBiancacan

lendeasmchothermoney)goouttogetherthen.

Youdon'tknowmewhenineedyourhelpbutknow

meonlywhenyouwanttogoout.Youdon'teven

knowhalfofthethingsihavebeengoingthrough



thepastfewdaysandyoucallyourselvesfriends.

(Scoffed)notthatiexpectanythingfromthebothof

youanywaysoit'sfine.Nowibelieveitwhenthey

dayrathertrustsomeoneyoudon'tknowthanthose

thatclaimtheyhaveyourback

Shesaidgoingintothebathroomandopenedthe

shower.

AttheDuncan's...

LornamadeherwaydownandfoundDuncanand

Patiencetalkingastheyquicklystopped...

Lorna:don'tstoponmyaccount

Duncan:lovecanwe...

Lorna:allineedisabottleofwaterandgobackto

startmyyogaclasses.MorningPatience(shekept

quiet)P?



Patience:morning

Duncan:loveiknow...

Lorna:areyounotgoingtoworktoday?

Duncan:noiwantusto...

Lorna:perfectthelawnneedstobemowedandthe

gardenersaidhewasgoingforadoctor's

appointmentsokindlymakeyourselfusefulldear

husband

Sheflashedasmileandheadedbackupwhile

DuncanandPatiencefrownedconfusedofher

behaviour...

Apple:(goingdown)ohheymama

Lorna:heybaby

ShecarriedonasApplecarriedondowntoobut

gruntedseeingPatienceandDuncan...



Apple:ohgreattheregoesmyday(sheheaded

backup)

Duncan:Applewait

Apple:what,whatisitDuncanDuncan?

Duncan:firstofallimyourfathersoyouarenot

goingtocallmebymyname

Apple:themanwhoraisedmeasafatherand

taughtmeaboutmoralityandprinciplesisn'tthe

samemanimlookingat.Idon'tknowwhoyouare

Duncan:App...

Apple:mxm

ShesaidgoingbackupasDuncansighedshaking

hisheadwhilePatienceshookherstoowithherlips

curved.

AtMaya'shouse...



ShesangalongtotheJoyouscelebrationsounds

blastingfromthegolf8speakersapproachingher

gate...

Hadinthotsakalehonodisakopane,esale

boshiuModimoosakopantshaskanshebawa

nnyatsanakoyakayetla,sopleasemanska

ntshebawannyatsa...

Shesangparkingandgotofftoopenthegatewhile

singingalongbutstoppedasshefrownedtoan

openholewithamatchboxthathadpinsstuckall

overit...

Maya:andthen?

Shesaidleaningdownandtookthematchbox,

openeditbutgottheshockofherlifeseeingher



passportphotoinitandthrewitbackinthehole...

Maya:RraT!RraT!?

Shecalledoutherneighbourwhilewipingher

handswithherjean.

^

^

^

^

^
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HearinghisnamebecalledoutRraTmovedthe

curtainofhisbedroomandassoonashesawit

wasMayahequicklygotoffandhurriedoutwith



thewomenfromtheotheryardscomingaswell.

Mayareducedtheradiovolumeastheyarrived...

RraT:areyouokMaya?

Maya:noiwantedtoopenmygatebutisawahole

andamatchboxinit(theylookedinastheyall

gasped)

Maya:andasyoucanseeithaspinsonitandmy

photoinside

Woman:bathongmokeboloisentle(thisistotal

witchcraft)

RraT:didyoutouchit?

Maya:eerra(yessir)

RraT:okjuststandthereandnottouchanything

furtherimcoming(hesaidrunningbacktohis

house)

Maya:butwhowouldwanttodosuchathingtome?

Inevertroubleanyone

Woman:sowehavewitchesinthecityaswell?Yoh



Women:witchesareeverywheremylove

MeanwhileinhishouseRraTputtwohandfulof

roughseasaltinabucketandmixeditwithwater

andmethalatedspiritthentookasmalltraditional

broom,abottleoffabricsoftenerthathadparaffin

andamatchboxgoingbacktoMaya'syard...

RraT:(sprinklingthesaltwateronthegate)allthe

Moetiancestorsicalluponyou.Hereisyourchild

beingtried,theyaretryingtobewitchherbutwith

thiswateriwashawayalltheytriedtodotoher.

Maywhoevertriedtodothistoherbetheonewho

suffersinsteadcomewashyourhandsinthewater

(shedid)beforewipingyourself,doyouhavea

clothinthecar?

Maya:letmecheckit(shefoundit)

RraT:dampitandwipeeveryareayoutouched

aftertouchingthisbox



ShedidasRraTinstructedwhilehesprinkledthe

wateronthecarwheelswiththetraditionalbroom...

RraT:nowdipyourshoesinthewater(shedid)

good.Imnotatraditionaldoctorbutiknowrough

seasaltmixedwithspiritisabletochaseaway

anythingbadcalleduponyourlife

Maya:okihopeitworks

Hepouredsomeofthewaterintothehole,thenthe

paraffinandthenburntthebox...

Woman:youneedtostartprayingmylove.Visita

churchwheretheyareabletoseethesethingsand

askGodfortheservantofGodtobeabletosee

throughyourlifewhenyougetthere

Maya:afriendofmineactuallysuggestedthatsoi

willdefinitelygo

Woman:good



ThefirewentdownasRraTcoveredthehole,

washedhishandswiththeremainingwaterand

poureditoutaroundthegate...

RraT:youcangoinmygirl

Maya:thankyousomuch

RraT:don'tbeafraidGodiswithyou.Thisperson

leftthingslikethisforareasonmaybetheygot

disturbedandranoff

Maya:yeahneh.Thankyousomuchguys.Iwillbe

goingawayforafewdayssopleasewatchthe

houseforme

All:yeswewill

Theywentbacktotheiryardsstillindisbeliefwhile

Mayagotinthecaranddroveintheyardtotake

whatsheandthechildrenwouldneed.



AtJorge'soffice...

Hesatbacklookingathisfriendwhowentinthe

officerubbinghishandstogetherandtookhis

seat...

Jorge:whosaidyoucanbeseated?

Officer:imsorry

Jorge:willyoursorrytakeusoutoftheshityou

haveputusin?

Officer:nosir

Jorge:whatwentwrong?Huh?Whatwentwrong

becauseallyouhadtowasdotherightthing

Officer:someladycametoreportherforabduction

sowedecidedtotakeadvantagewhenwesawher

carthere

Jorge:abduction,whileitoldyoutoarrestherfor

Luke'smurder.Isthatladypayingyou?

Officer:no



Jorge:thenwhywouldyoudothat?

Officer:imanofficerofthelawsir

Jorge:officerofthelawmyfoot.Youhavemessed

upeverything.Weneedtoactfastandweneedto

dosonow

Officer:whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Jorge:youhavetobreakintothatwoman'shouse

findtheshirtthathasyourbootmarkidon't

understandwhyyouhadtokickher.(Clickedhis

tongue)thenfindwhereMayaisstayingandsteal

thatmedicalrecorddoyouunderstandme?

Officer:yessir

Jorge:imnotgoingtogodownforyourstupidity.I

wantMayaandiwanthernow.Getthehelloutof

myoffice!

Hedidn'twanttowasteanymoretimeandtookoff

whileJorgesatbackandsighedpinchingthebridge

ofhisnose...



Jorge:incompetentpieceofshit

AtNale'shouse...

Herhusbanddroveouttoworkasshewenttothe

bedroomPreciouswasin.Shefrownedand

sneeredlookingatPreciouswhowasstillinbed

withherhandonherface...

Nale:forawomanwhohaseverythingunder

controlyouseemratherdefeated

Precious:(satup)goodmorningfriend

Nale:areyouok?

Precious:icouldn'tfinish

Nale:what?

Precious:ileftanopenholebyMaya'sgateand

forgotthematchboxinit

Nale:Preciousno



Precious:imsostressedbecausenowsomeone

mighthaveseenit

Nale:whathappened?

Precious:somestupidcouplecamebeforeicould

finishandstartedhavingsextheresoihadno

choicebuttoleave

Nale:whydidn'tyouwaitforthemtofinishorgo

backafterawhile

Precious:bothritualshadtobeperformedbefore

00:30Naleorelsetheywouldn'twork

Nale:(sighed)imsorrymyfriendbutihopeyou

managedwithLovemore?

Precious:ohyesistartedthere

Nale:that'ssomething.Nowallyouhavetodoisgo

backtoRanakaandtellthewomanwhathappened

Precious:she'sgoingtobemadbutihaveno

choice(herphonereportedamessage)what!?

Nale:whatisit?

Precious:momsaysLesedihasgivenbirth,(sighed)



ohgoshno,notthisaswell

Nale:what'swrong?

Precious:ihadtomakesurethatthisbitchandher

littlebastarddietofreemybrotherfromher.It'sall

Maya'sfuckingfaulthadshenotcreatedallthekids

dramaiwouldhavebeenabletofeedthatgirl

poisononti...waitNalepoison,imadeherchicken

specificallyandputpoisoninitwhatifLovemore

andLucasateit,whatif...

Nale:callandcheck(shedid)

Lovemore:wearestillaliveifthat'swhatyouare

checking

Precious:(closedhereyesinrelief)morninglovei

wantedto...

Lovemore:imbusyandoh,donotforgettosendme

yournewaddresssothaticanhaveyourthings

takentoyou

Precious:Lovemorecanwe...(hehunguponher)

yeahright

Nale:and?



Precious:theyarefineiguesstheythrewthefood

awaybuthe'sstillnotsecondguessinghisdecision

ofkickingmeoutofthehouse

Nale:okdon'tworrytheritualwillworkitsmagic

justgiveittimeandwhilewaitingonittowork

pleasegotoyourmom'shouse

Precious:ahahwhatwillisaytoher?

Nale:thatyoucametocheckonher.Lookit'snot

likeimkickingyououtoranythingbutidon'twant

myhusbandtostartfeelinguncomfortable

Precious:comeonNaleheknowswearefriends

Nale:yesbutwhatifyouhavetostayforafewdays

he'sgoingtostartaskingquestionswhichiwon't

beabletoanswer.

Precious:don'tworryiwillgotalktoLovemoreif

he'sstillnotseeingthelightiwillgotomochudi

Nale:okfriendyouknowimwithyouinthisright?I

wouldneverdoyoulikethatbutihavetomakesure

weguardwhatwedo

Precious:iunderstandmylove



Nale:goodnowgobathwhileiwarmupyour

breakfast

ShesaidleavingwhilePrecioussighedandmade

herwaytothebathroom.

AtKgang'sT&Theadquarters...

Hegotoffthephonewithhisbrotherandcalled

Duncan'soffice.Herememberedheaskedforaday

offashecalledhim...

Duncan:manJo

Joshua:youonlycallmemanJowhenyouareina

situationwhat'sgoingon?

Duncan:(sighed)eishmonnaimindeepshithere

Joshua:yes?

Duncan:mamdalawaxava(mywifeknows)



Joshua:what!?

Duncan:imtellingyou.ThetriptoRamotswa

revealedeverything.Iforgotihadaveryobservant

daughtershepickedthepiecesputthemtogether

anditwasallintheclearthenPatienceconfirmed

everything.

Joshua:ihonestlydon'twishtobeyourightabout

now,doyoublamePatienceforconfrimingthough?

Shehadnochoice

Duncan:yeah(sighed)eishmonnaitsallamess

butwhat'sshockingismamdalaisnotsaying

anything

Joshua:howdidshereactaftertheconfirmation?

Duncan:shequietlyleftandsleptintheguestroom.

Thismorningshefoundusinthekitchentalking

andactedasifnothinghappened.Sheevensmiled

andwhenilookedatherfacetherewerenosignsof

tears

Joshua:that'sdangerousifiwereyouiwouldpack

mybagsandleavewhileistillcan.Hearingthat

yourpartnerhasbeenmessingaroundwith



someoneyouareclosetoandforyearsisabig

shock,infactsheshouldbescreamingand

throwingthingsaroundthehousebutthefactthat

she'squietshouldbeawarningtoyouandPatience.

Ifyoudon'twantyoursontohateyouinfuturesave

hismother

Duncan:yeahiwilldoso

Joshua:anddon'tyouforceLornatotalkuntilshe

comestoyouorelseshe'llexplode

Duncan:butbeinginthedarkisn'tnice

Joshua:that'skarma

Duncan:aodude

Joshua:imtellingyoukegoreshe'smakingyou

feelthesamethingyoutwohavebeendoingtoher

soreapwhatyousowmyfriend.Notthatim

makingfunofyoursituationbutyouhaditcoming

boy

Duncan:(sighed)imconflictednow

Joshua:theballisinyourcourtmr.Iontheother

handimplanningonlivingthebestofmylifewith



Maya.Imnolongergoingforthepretendgirlfriend

imgoingtoworkonmakingsurethatwebuild

somethingsolidandstrong.Thiswomanneeds

someonewhowouldloveandnatureher.Shehas

somanywoundsthatneedfillingandimgoingto

betheonetofillthem

Duncan:atleastoneofusisdoinggood

Joshua:ijusthopesheopensherheartastime

goesandtrustsme

Duncan:yeahneh

Joshua:andsohelpmeGodidon'tenduplikeyou

infactifidon'twanttoenduplikeyouishouldstay

awayfromhousehelpers.Wewillsharechoresif

needbe

Duncan:(chuckled)ohwow

Joshua:anywayiwasjustcheckinguponyouim

offtoameeting.Tomorrowweareleavingto

Maitengweneh

Duncan:oknoproblemibelieveiwillcometothe

officetomorrow



Joshua:pleasedo.Sharp

Duncan:surebuddy

TheyhungupasJoshuashookhisheadbutsmiled

thinkingaboutMaya.Heopenedhislaptopand

checkedfemaleonlineboutiquesstartingwithone

fromHouseofChi.

Atthebarracks...

Mopatiandhisfriendquietlysatintheiroffice

typingtheirreportsasathoughtcametoMopati's

mind...

Mopati:Kitso

Kitso:yebo

Mopati:kantewhenareyougoingoffonthatguy

whoinsultedyouatthebabyshower?



Kitso:implanningtogettheboysthisweekendi

justneedtoknowhislocation

Mopati:that'seasy.He'sateacherinLedumangso

followhimfromthere

Kitso:Okthatcouldwork.Whythesuddeninterest?

Ithoughtyouwerenotintoit

Mopati:noihavejustthoughtaboutitnowandim

likenothesepeoplesometimesthinktheworld

revolvesaroundthem.Justbecausetheyare

sexuallydifferentfromuswearesupposedtowalk

oneggshellsaroundthemthat'snoton

Kitso:mypointexactly.Don'tworryimgoingto

teachhimalessonhewon'tforget

Mopati:that'sgood

Hesaidsmilinglookingbackonhislaptopwhile

Kitsocalledoneofhisboys.

AttheDuncan's...



AppleandSaintknockedontheroomtheirmother

wassleepinginandopenedwithatrayofafruit

saladandjuiceinApple'shands...

Lorna:(smiled)awwbabyit'slikeyouknewiwas

dreadingtheideaofcomingtomakemyselfone

ShesaidputtingSteveHarvey's"Thinklikeaman"

novelonthebedside...

Lorna:thankyounana

Saint:wemadeittogether

Lorna:thankyoumybabies.Youcansit

Apple:howareyouma?

Lorna:(tookaspoonfulinhermouth)ohimgood

mychildren

Apple:(frowned)reallyma?



Lorna:mmh,ihavebeenmeaningtotalkyouguys

actually

Saint:about?

Lorna:whathappenedlastnight

Apple:ok?

Lorna:iunderstandthatyouareangryaboutwhat

hasbeendiscoveredbutiwouldlikeyoutotoneit

downontheinsultsmygirl.Yesiknow,iknow

whenyouareangryit'shardtocontrolwhatcomes

outofyourmouthbutfactisthatPatienceisan

elderandnomatterwhatshehasdonedoesn't

meanyoucanthrowanyinsultather.Youcango

offatherhoweveryouwant,it'sok,youarehurtand

youhavetoreactbutinsultingherisnotagood

thing

Apple:okmaihearyouimsorry

Lorna:it'sokmylovejustdon'tdoitagain

Saint:butishouldsayyourreactiontowardsthe

wholethingisshocking

Lorna:youexpectedmetothrowfistsandrollon



thefloor?Nobabywhenyouknowwhoyouareyou

don'tdothat

Apple:butwhat'syourplanma?Youcan'tletthis

womananddadgetawaywithwhattheydidtoyou

Lorna:ijustwanttositandthinkaboutthewhole

thingsometimesreactingtooquicklytoasituation

mightcausemoreharmsoihavetothinkasa

mother,wifeandformyself,myemotionalwell

being

Apple:honestlyspeakingidon'tknowwhatiwould

havedoneifiwereyou

Lorna:lookingathowyouarereactingnowyou

wouldhavewentballasticonthem.Yeswereact

differentlybutawomanhastositbackandassess

thesituationthenstrike

Apple:soyouaregoingtodosomethingabout

themright?

Lorna:marriageisnotatoythatyoucanjustthrow

away.Alotisinvestedandfeelingsarethingsyou

can'tjustturnoff.Imarriedyourfatheroutoflove

andithoughthelovedmeasmuch



Apple:andthefactthatwearehereisproofthat

youneverliedtohimaboutyourhealth

Lorna:exactlyidon'tunderstandwhyhecouldn't

justbehonestwithme.Wewouldhavefoundother

waysforhimtohaveabiologicalchildbutheyonly

himknowswhyhedidwhathedidandasfor

Patience(sneered)letmenotsayanything

Apple:whateveryoudojustknowthatyouhaveour

supportandifanythingwearegoingwithyou

Lorna:gowhere?

Apple:whatifhewantsadivorce?

Lorna:myparentstaughtmetoalwaysfightfor

what'smine

Saint:goodbutwhileatitlet'srememberthatthe

childisinnocentinallthis

Apple:ibegtodifferSaint.Hewouldbeinnocentif

itwasaonceoffthingandtheycallitamistakebut

nowthefactthattheyarealwaystogetherwithhim

showsnomistakeinallthisimsorrybuthewill

havetoblamehismothershouldanythingthat's



goingtohappennotfavourhim.Iforonecould

carelessaboutwhathappenstohim

Lorna:haveaheartApple

Apple:imsorryma.Imnotgoingtodothat.Seeyou

laterguysimgoingout

ShemadeherwayoutwhileSaintcuddlednextto

hismothereatinghersaladastheylaughed.

AtHouseofChicoffeeshop...

Lovemorecheckedthetimeonhisnewwatchas

thewaiterbroughthistakeawayorderoftwo

muffinsandcoffee...

Lovemore:sorryhowoftendoesyourbosscome

here?

Waiter:notoftenbutsheusuallycomeson

thursdays



Lovemore:ohsoshewillbehereanytime?

Waiter:sometimesshecomesintheafternoonso

imnotsure

Lovemore:ohokiwillcallher

Hesaidgivingthewaiteratipandtookhisthings

headingoutonlytobumpintoChioma...

Both:oops(theylaughed)

Lovemore:(smiled)hi

Chioma:morninghowareyoudoing?

Lovemore:imgoodandyourself?

Chioma:imgreat(smiled)iseeyouareputtingon

yourgift

Lovemore:ohyesicouldn'twaittoputitonthis

morning

Chioma:thanksforthechocolateseventhoughmy

niecedecidedtoownthem(theylaughed)buti



enjoyedthebitsihad

Lovemore:imgladyoudid.Imhurryingbacktothe

officejustthoughtishouldcomehereformy

breakfast

Chioma:ohthat'sniceiguessimgoingtomakea

killingwithyourmoney(theylaughed)

Lovemore:welleverythinghereisgoodsowhy

wouldn'ticomeback?

Chioma:imhappythatyouarehappy

Lovemore:sincewehadlunchinyourworkplace

howaboutwehaveitatmyofficethistimearound?

Chioma:ohokiwouldbedelightedto

Lovemore:awesomeseeyoulateriwillpinyouthe

location

Chioma:iwillbewaiting

Lovemore:alrightbye

Chioma:byeMrK



TheysmiledasheleftandChiomasighed...

Chioma:yeahneh.OkguysthebossishereKatli

followmetotheofficewiththebooks

Shesaidmakingherwaytotheofficewhilethe

waitersattendedtocustomers.

AtMmaLuke'shouse...

Alexanderparkedatadistanceastheywaitedfor

thepeopletocomebackfromthegraveyardinthe

car...

Alexander:sorryforthelongcallmylovesome

clientscanbeunnecessarilydifficult

Maya:idounderstand

Alexander:sohowareyourknees?



Maya:iwillbefine

Alexander:that'sgoodandibelieveyouhadagood

nightsleep

Maya:eemmaididbutmymorninggotruined

whenigottomyhouse

Alexander:whathappened?

Maya:ifoundaholedugbythegatewithamatch

boxthathadpinsonitinthehole(Alexander

frowned)itookitonlytofindmyphotoinit

Alexander:ahah

Maya:imtellingyouicalledmyneighbourandhe

mixedroughsaltandwaterthensprinkledonthe

gateapparentlyroughsaltdoestakeawaybadluck

Alexander:ohok.DidMareleditellyouthather

fatherisaservantofGod?

Maya:eemma

Alexander:goodyoushouldvisitourchurchiwill

makesurethatyouhaveaoneononewithhim

becausethat'splainoutwitchcraft



Maya:myneighbourtellsmethathewentoutwhen

hisdogsbarkedandsawacarnotfarfromtheyard

butcouldn'ttellthemodelorplatenumber.

Alexander:whatiswrongwithpeoplethough

Maya:idon'treallyknowbutiwillvisityourchurch.

IcouldthisweekendbutihaveatriptoMaitengwe

withafriendofmine

Alexander:(smiled)enethenicesmellingand

handsomeyoungmanwesawlastnight?

Maya:(chuckled)eemma

Alexander:soyouguysareanitem?Hereally

seemslikeaniceman

Maya:wearejustfriendsandyeshe'saverynice

man.He'sbeenreallygoodtomesinceimethim

Alexander:that'sgoodbutmakesuretosafeguard

yourheartbecauseicantellfromthesmileonyour

facethatyoulikehim

Maya:(chuckled)aobathong

Alexander:imoldMayasoiknowthesethings.(The

peoplearrivedfromthegraveyards)Anywaylet's



talkaboutyourcasewhilewewaitforthemtosettle

down.Whywouldsomeoneplantpliersinyourcar?

Maya:idon'tknowhonestlyit'ssomeonewho

doesn'twanttoseemehappyandtherearetwo

peoplewhocandothat

Alexander:who?

Maya:mysisterandmybabydaddy'smother

Alexander:ohok.Sothemotherwantstogetridof

yousothatshecanhaveyourkids

Maya:yeah(athoughtcrossedhermind)wait

Alexander:yes?

Maya:myformerboss,wheniwenttotakemy

thingshelockedmeinhisofficewantingsome

sexualfavoursbecausehesentmemoneythati

neveraskedfor.Yesiusedthemoneybecausei

neededitbutididn'tknowwhoitwasfromnow

there'sonethinghesaid

Alexander:whatdidhesay?

Maya:ifirecallcorrectlyhesaid"youcouldn'twait

tospendit.Evenonyouruselessbabydaddygood



riddancehedied"firstlyhedoesn'tknowanything

aboutmyprivatelifeorsoithoughtandsecondly

howdoesheknowhediedbecauseinevertold

anyoneaboutit?

AlexanderslowlylookedatMayawhocouldn't

believewhathermindwastellingheraswell...

Alexander:(sneered)youknowwhatlet'sgoget

yourchildrenfirstwewilltalkmoreaboutthis

encounteronourwayback

ShechuckledshakingherheadwhileMayasighed

closingthedoorandtheyheadedintotheyard.

^

^

^

^

^
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Theypassedpeoplegettingtheirfoodpacksand

wentstraighttothehousewheretheyfoundafew

elderlywomen...

Alexander:goodmorning

All:dumelang

Alexander:renerekopagobonamolwetsi(maywe

pleaseseethebereaved)

Woman:youcangoin.Theyareinthatroom

Alexander:thankyou

TheyheadedtotheroomwithMayawalkingbehind

Alexa.Shelookedaroundhopingtoseeherkidsbut

therewasnosignofthem.Alexaknockedasthey



gotwelcomedin.SeeingtheirmotherHerbertand

Apriljumpedinexcitementandwenttoherasshe

squattedhuggingthem...

MmaLuke:waitsekealekwa(imhonestlybeing

tried)

Herbery:mamaimissedyousomuch

Maya:metoobaby

April:areyouheretogetus?

Mayajustsmiledandstoodupkeepingastraight

facewhileMmaLukelookedatherandAlexain

disbelief...

MmaLuke:ijustburiedmyson.Myonlychildwho

wasbrutallykilled

Alexander:ourcondolencesmmebutthiscouldn't

wait

MmaLuke:whoareyouandwhatareyoudoing



herewiththiswitch?

Alexander:mynameisAlexanderTaolofromTaolo

Legalservices.ImMsMoeti'slegalrepresentative

andweareherewiththematterconcerningherkids

MmaLuke:youmeanmychildren?Thechildreni

havealltherighttotakecareof?Myson'schildren?

Alexander:imtalkingaboutHerbertandAprilMoeti.

Arewegoingtobeofferedseatsorwearegoingto

juststandhere?(Theladiesintherejustlookedat

them)ohwell.Ma'amasyouareawareMsMoeti

wasarrestedfor"runningoff"withherkids.Idon't

knowhowsomeonerunsoffwithherownkidsand

thentheyarefoundinGaboronewheretheyhave

beenresidingallalongattheiruncle'shouse.

AnywayasyoucanseeimanagedtogetMsMoeti

releasedandhadthiscourtinterdictdeliveredthis

morning(gaveherthepapers)thiscourtinterdict

simplystatesthatthesetwochildrendeserveto

staywiththeirmotherespeciallythattheirfather

playednopartintheirlifewhilehewasstillalive

justasyoudidn'tplayanypartsincetheywereborn.

Yeswedon'tdisputethatthingsweredone



properlywhenitcomestotraditionbuthavinga

childcarryyournameisn'tenough,youhavetobe

presentintheirlife,physically,emotionallyand

mostimportantlyfinancially.Whohasbeenthere

forthesechildrenallalong?MsMoeti.Hassheever

deniedyoursonoryouaccesstothekids?No

MmaLuke:butsherefusedtobringthemwheni

asked

Alexander:whenwasthatMmaLuke?Aftershe

mysteriouslykilledyourson,thesonwhodidn't

careabouther?Afterwhenyourealisedtherewon't

beanyoneyouwillbebossingaroundanymore?

Sometimesasadultswereallycanbe

unnecessarilyselfishyouknowandlittledowe

knowthatharmsthekids.Imnotasocialworkerso

imnotgoingtodwellmuchonthatone.Soasyou

canseeitinclearblackandwhiteweareleaving

withthekidsandnow

MmaLuke:ifyouthinkthisisoverthenyouhave

anotherthingcoming

Alexander:thisinterdicthoweverdoesn'thinderyou



fromstartingtotakecareofthesechildrenuntil

theirmotheriscertainthattheycanvisityoubut

untilthenyouareonlygoingtovisitthemather

housewithheraroundandjustsoyouknow

MmaLukeshouldanythinghappentothesekidsor

theirmotheryouwillbethefirstsuspect.Thankyou.

DoyouwanttosayanythingMaya?

Maya:thankyouformakingsurethattheyget

throughthenight

Alexander:isthatall?(Shenodded)wonderfulthen

wearegoingtogonow.Onceagaincondolences

MmaLukewehopeyougethealed.Kidsyouare

goinghomewithmommy

Both:(jumped)yeay!

Theyledthewayoutwithoutevensayinggoodbye

toMmaLukeasMayaandAlexandercamebehind

them.MmaLukebreathedheavilylookingatthem

walkaway,youwouldtellthatshewasaboutto

blastanymomentasoneladyclappedonce...



Woman:banyanababakgatlabamakgakgaautlwa.

Nkaseruengwetsiyamokgatla.Gaaa(Mochudi

girlsareunscrupulousbrutesiwouldneverhave

oneasadaughterinlaw)

MmaLukeclickedhertongueandthrewtheinterdict

onthefloor.InAlexander'scarHerbertandApril

sangjoyfullyputtingontheseatbelts...

Maya:soyouguys,howdidyousleep?

Herbert:fine

April:butwesleptwithaboxinaroomandthey

saidourfatherwasinside

Maya:(frowned)whodidyousleepwith?

Herbert:theoldwoman

Maya:didtheyshowyouthepersoninthebox?

Both:yes

April:he'sdead



Maya:(swallowed)howdidthatmakeyoufeel?

Herbert:ok

April:yeah

Herbert:sowewillneverseehimagain?

Maya:imafraidyes

Herbert:ohok.

Maya:(sighed)sotheydidn'tbeatortalktoyoubad?

Both:no

Maya:ok

Alexander:imgoingtoputcartoonsonthose

screensbeforeyoukeepyourselvesbusybutdonot

touchanythingok

Both:yesma'am(shedid)solet'stalk,howdoes

thatmakeyoufeel?

Maya:idon'tknow,imjustwonderinghowhefeels

withhischildrennotcaringaboutwhathappenedto

himifatallhecanseethem

Alexander:yeah.Soyourformerbosswhatareyou



planningtodowiththeinformationyouhave?

Maya:idon'tknowithoughtmaybeyouwould

advicemebettersinceyouknowmoreaboutlaw

thanido

Alexander:firstlyiwantustogoreporthimata

differentstationbecauseithinkhe'sworkingwith

thosepeopleinthatstation

Maya:okthatcouldworkbutwhatwillisay?

Alexander:plainoutharassment

Maya:okbutisitnotgoingtobemywordagainst

his?

Alexander:itisbutthefactthathesentyoumoney

withoutyouaskingforitwillprovethathehasan

agendatopush

Maya:ok

Alexander:sowhenwegettheretellthepolice

everythinghesaidtoyouinthatofficeandhowyou

foundthosepliers

Maya:iwill



Alexandersmiledcheckingthekidsthroughtherear

viewmirrorheadingtothepolicestationwhileMaya

smiledturningtothem.

Atthehospital...

Afterfeedingherdaughtershedecidedtotakea

walkaroundtheroomtostretchherselfwhilethe

nursepushedthechildout.Shewenttheotherway

whilePreciouscametheotherwayholdingahuge

Ackermansplasticbag.Sheknockedandstuckher

headinwithasmileonherfacewhileLesedi

frownedsquatting...

Precious:himotsetsi

Lesedi:(slowlystoodup)hello

Precious:aowhere'sthelittleone?

Lesedi:thenursehasjusttakenher



Precious:isshenotsupposedtobewithyou?

Lesedi:theyarestillobservingher

Precious:oh?Issheok?

Lesedi:she'sprematurebutshe'sdoingok

Precious:ohsorrytohearthat.Howfarwereyou

again?

Lesedi:8months

Precious:aothat'snotbad.Anywayithoughti

shouldbringsomeclothesandtoiletries

Lesedi:ohthankyou

Precious:okaedaddy?(Chuckled)

Lesedi:hewenttofreshenupathomehewillbe

hereanytimefromnow

Precious:hemustbehappyneh?

Lesedi:mmh

Precious:(sighedlookingaround)ijustthoughti

shouldcomebyaftermomtoldmethatyougave

birth



Lesedi:ohokmuchappreciated

Precious:mmhnowwearewaitingforawedding

Lesedi:(fakesmiled)yeahneh

Precious:it'sbeenlongoverdue(fakelaughed)

Lesedi:ahnoeverythinghasit'sowntime

Precious:trueletmegetgoing.Congratulations

againmydearcomehere

ShetriedtohugherbutLesedisteppedbackand

clearedherthroat...

Precious:areyouok?

Lesedi:mybreastsarepainfulsoican'thugatthe

moment

Precious:oh,oksorryanywaybyelove

Lesedi:bye

ShesmiledasPreciousleftbutassoonasshe



closedthedoorsheclickedhertonguelooking

aroundherroom.MeanwhilePreciousrolledher

eyesandmadeherwayout...

Precious:otlabonaokareogonyetseTitus(you

wouldwishmybrothermarriedyou)

SheclickedhertonguewhileLesedireachedinher

bagandfoundaplastic.Sheputitonherhandasa

gloveandlookedinsidetheplasticPrecious

brought...

Lesedi:yougoingtohavetodomorethanthisto

getridofmychildandiyouwitch

Shetooktheplasticandthrewitinabinwiththe

onesheusedasagloveaswell.

ANHOURAND30MINUTESLATER



MayalaughedgettingoffthephonewithMareledi

whiledrivingthroughJoshua'sgate.Astunned

HerbertandAprilstoodagainstthewindowsatthe

backlookingoutside.Theyhadneverseensucha

beautifulbigyardwellonlyontvbuttoseesuch

withtheirtwonakedeyeswasanexperienceofa

lifetime.Therewasapoolbythefarendthathada

lawnarounditandnicepalletcouchesandsun

loungersandasmallfencearounditwithaminibar

andbraaingplacenotfarfromit.Thewholeyard

waspavedwithahugedrivewaythatledtoaquad

doorgarage...

Herbert:woooow

TwosmallpuppiesrantothecarasMayaparkedit

infrontofoneofthegaragedoorsasAprilquickly

jumpedouttothem...



April:mamapuppiesmama

ShesaidexcitedlyplayingwiththemwhileHerbert

gotoffwithhisjawontheground...

Herbert:mamaisthisadream?

Maya:(chuckled)noit'sreal

Herbert:soyougotusanewhome?

Maya:nosillythisisuncleJo'shousewewillbe

stayinghereforsometime

Herbert:iwanttostayhereforever

Maya:(laughed)comehelpmewiththebagsand

stopdaydreaming

Man:ohnonoma'amwegotthat

Maya:(startled)ohmywordyoustartledmehow

didyougetinhere?

Man:MrKgangletusinma'am

Maya:reallynow?Letmecallhim



Man:whileyoudothatletmetakethebags

ShemovedoutofhiswayanddialedJoshuawho

didn'tanswer.Asshewasabouttodialhimagaina

textreported...

Joshua:inameeting.Ibelieveyouarehomenow

don'tworryiletthemin

Maya:(responded)ohok.(Smiled)kidslet'sgoin

April:canicomewiththedogs?

Maya:yesApril

Shesaidleadingthewayinasherchildrenfollowed

her.Shefrownedsteppinginthehousefindingtwo

womenbusyfoldingclotheswhilehangingothers

onashortrag...

Maya:(confused)dumelang



Women:gooddayma'amwearesorrytodothis

herewejustthoughttheywerealotofthemsoit

wouldbequickerifwesortthemoutherethentake

themtoyourrooms

Maya:yourrooms?Youmean?

Woman:yourhusbandreallylovesyoumydeardo

youknowhowmuchallthesecost?Ireallywishi

hadamanlikehim

Maya:noidon'thave...

Woman2:evenforthekidsimeanthisisjust

amazing.Ijusthopetheyfittheboybecausehe

seemsabittaller

Women:ithinktheywill

Maya:(scoffed)waitaminutewhatareyouladies

onabout?

Woman:alltheseareforyouandthekidsma'am

Maya:(heldherchestsmiling)what!?

Woman2:youareMayaMoetiright?

Maya:yesbut...



Woman:thentheyareforyou

Maya:ohmywordladiesno

Shesaidputtingherphoneandcarkeysdown

checkingtheclothesoutwhileHerbertscannedthe

wholehousewithhissisterrunningaroundwiththe

puppies...

Maya:andtheseareperfectsizes.Bathongdoyou

knowhowmuchthisdesigner'sclothescost?

Woman1:henceisayyouarereallylovedmydear

andjustsoyouknowhedidn'tbuythemfromany

boutique,heboughtthemfromHouseofChi(she

showedherhernametag)

Maya:iknowhouseofChiit'salwaysbeenadream

togetafewitemsfromtheirboutiquenotthewhole

shopohwowguysohwow

Shesaidgoingthroughtheclothesasaman

dressedinachef'suniformcameoutofthepantry...



Man:imabouttomakesomethingtoeatforyou

andthekidsma'amdoyouguyshaveanyallergies?

Maya:what?(Chuckled)nosir(hesmiledandwent

backtothekitchen)soigetaprivatechefaswell?

Nothismustbeadreamguys.No.April,Herbertdo

notbreakanythingplease

Both:(inwhatwastheirroom)yesmama!

Maya:soguystellme,howdoesthisworkdoyou

dothiswithallyourcustomers?

Shesaidhelpingtheladiesfoldtheclothesasthey

caughtupwiththechefbusyinthekitchenanda

wallartistbusyinthekidsroomdecoratingthe

roomtotheirpreferences.Outsideataxidropped

Lucasoffbythegatewhorangthebell.

InRanaka...



Precioustookafewstepstothedoorholdinga

plasticcontainingMaya'sunderwearandstopped,

thoughtofgoingbackbutgruntedandtookanother

twoandstopped...

Woman:stopaskingyourselfquestionsandcome

doyouthinkidon'tknowthatyoufailed?

Sheswallowedwithembarrassmentwrittenallover

herfaceandwentinwithherheadbowed.Shesat

onthefloorasthewomancurvedherlipslookingat

herflyingtheflywhiskoverhershoulderswhile

clearinghersinuses...

Precious:kgosigadi(myqueen)

Woman:youdon'tlistenneh

Precious:mamaiwas...

Woman:aishutup!(Sheswallowed)youfailedto

doonesimplethingPreciousKavimbaonesimple

thing.Doyouknowthedamageyouhavedone?Do



youknowthatyouhavebeenexposedandchances

ofthiscomingbacktoyouarehighdoyouknow

that

Precious:nonopleasedosomethingforthemto

notcomebacktome

Woman:evenonyourhusband

Precious:butiwasabletoburytheminouryard

Woman:doyouthinkyouwouldbehereifyouwere

successful?Theproblemisyoudon'tlisten.You

shouldhavewentstraighthomefromhereandbe

thereuntil12ambutnoyouchosetorunaroundthe

streetfirst

Precious:eish

Woman:nyweish,bringthatplasticherewhatim

abouttodoisgoingtocostyou

Precious:moneyisnotaproblemonlyifyoucan

makesurethatthisgoeswell

Woman:(tookarazorblade)bringyourarm

Precious:why?



Woman:ineedyourbloodakereyouandMayaare

sisterssousingyourbloodtolockherlifewillbe

moreefficient

Precious:ohok

Sheswallowedgivingherherleftarmasthelady

cutheracoupleoftimeswhilesheflinchedfeeling

thepain.ShespilledthebloodalloverMaya's

underwearandgavePreciousatissue.Shethen

tookamayonnaisebottleandaskedPreciousto

urinateinitandspitintheunrinethencallMaya's

nameintothebottlethreetime.Thewomantooka

smallfemaledollandwroteM.Minitialsonthe

foreheadofthedoll,wrappeditwiththebloody

underwearandputitinthebottleclosingit.She

tookthebottleandputitinapotwithboilingwater.

Theyquietlysattherelookingatoneanotherasthe

bottlebrokeinthepot...

Woman:itisdoneyoumaygobackhome

Precious:whenwillthingsstarttakingeffect?



Woman:stopaskingmequestionsandgiveme

3000andgo.Youwillseewhenithappenshavei

everfailedyou?

Precious:no

Woman:good

Precious:(tookoutthemoney)whataboutmy

husband?

Woman:iwillhavetogotoyourhousetonight

Precious:ohok

Sheputthemoneyonthematandleftwhilethe

witchdoctorshookherhead.Feelingalotmore

positivePrecioussmiledandcalledherfriend.

AtJorge'soffice...

Hecheckedifhetookeverythingheneededand

madehiswayoutonlytobumpintotwopolice

officers...



Jorge:sorry,howcanibeofhelp?

Officer:gooddaysirwewouldliketoaskyouafew

questions

Jorge:about?Besidesihaveameetingtogetto

Officer:it'samatteroflifeanddeathsirsothe

meetingcanwait

Jorge:imrunningacompanyhere

Officer:goodthengetyourPAtopostponethe

meetingbecausewearenotgoinganywhereunti

wefinishwhatweareherefor

Hefrownedandsteppedbackastheywentinand

tooktheirseats.Hesneeredandtookhisphone

callingthereceptionist...

Jorge:sowhatarethequestionsyouhaveforme?

Officer:aladybythenameMayaMoetihaslaida

chargeofharassmentagainstyou



Jorge:what!?

Officer:yesandthereareafewthingsshehas

broughttolighttousconcerninganaccidentthat

happenedearlyhoursofSundaywhichtookthe

fatherofherchildren'slife,Luke.

Heinstantlyfelthotflushesalloverhisbodyashe

startedfeelinguncomfortableonhisseatwiththe

lookonthoseofficersfacesnotmakingitany

easier.

^

^

^

^

^
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Officer:Jorgeright?

Jorge:(swallowed)yes

Officer:howlonghaveyouknownMsMoeti?

Jorge:3years

Officer:howwouldyoudescribeyourrelationship?

Jorge:employer/employee

Officer:that'showitis?

Jorge:yessir

Officer:dousuallysendyouremployeesmoney

anonymously?(Hekeptquiet)

Jorge:thoseinneed

Officer:whyanonymously?

Jorge:becauseiwanttokeepmyprivacy

Officer:howmanyemployeeshaveyousentmoney

recentlyorshouldisayinthepast3months?

Jorge:imnotsuremaybe3/4



Officer:oknoted.Doyouevertellthemthatyou

sentthemmoneywhentimegoes?

Jorge:Someyes

Officer:inexpectationsofwhat?

Jorge:idon'tunderstand

Officer:astandard3wouldunderstandwhat

expectationsmeansir

Jorge:(clearedhisthroat)nothing.Idon't

understandwhatyouaretryingtoinsinuate

Officer:whydidyouthenlockyourselfintheoffice

withMsMoeti?

Jorge:shesaidso?Ineverdidsuchathingihavea

lottodothantolockmyselfintheofficewith

employees

Officer:whenwasthelasttimeyousawher?

Jorge:thedayshewasletgofromwork

Officer:ohok.Noted.Sirdoyouremembersaying

anythingtoMsMoetiaboutherfather'skids?

Jorge:imnotthatclosetohertotalktoherabout



herprivatelife

Officer:hassheeversharedanythingofherlife

withyou?

Jorge:ijusttoldyouwehadanemployerand

employeerelationitendedthere

Officer:oksirnoted.Herewithmeisasearch

warranttosearchyourcarsir

Jorge:why?

Officer:whereisit?

Jorge:youcan'tsearchmycarwithoutgivingmean

explanationofwhyyouhavetosearchit

Officer:soyouaregoingtogoagainsttheordersof

thewarrant?(Hekeptquiet)ithoughtasmuch.May

wepleasehavethekeys

Jorgelookedatthemandslowlyreachedinhis

pockettakingoutthecarkeys...

Officer:officerpleasegosearchthecar



Jorge:whyareyoupeoplesoabusive?You

honestlylikeabusingpower.Idon'tknowwhatyou

aretryingtoaccusemeofbuticanpromiseyou

onethingimgoingtosueyou.Youaregoingto

knowthatpeople'sprivatethingshavetobe

respected.Youbringapieceofpaperandforceme

toletyougothroughmycar.Heylonadoipayyou

tostareatpeople?Gobacktowork!

Heclickedhistonguefollowingtheofficersasone

stoppedatthereception...

Jorge:whyareyoustopping?

Officer:pleasegoaheadwiththeofficerandmake

surehedoesn'ttakeanythingfromyourcar

Jorge:whyareyoustayingbehind?

Officer:ineedtotalktooneofyouremployees

Jorge:why?

Officer:Jorgeyouarewastingtime



Hesquinthiseyesandsniffedleadingthewayto

thecarwhiletheotherofficershookhisheadgoing

totheHRoffice...

Officer:knockknock

Lady:it'sopen

Officer:gooddayma'amiwouldliketoaskyoua

fewquestionsifyoudon'tmind?

Lady:noproblemsir.Youmaysit

Officer:noimokonmyfeet.Howlonghaveyou

beenanemployeehere?

Lady:over7years

Officer:haveyoueverreceivedanonymouscash

fromyourboss

Lady:(frowned)no

Officer:okwhichemployeehasservedthelongest

here?



Lady:myselfistartedwiththecompany

Officer:andyouneverreceivedcashfromyour

boss?

Lady:yessir

Officer:howclosewasyourbossandMsMoeti?

Lady:theywerejustfinebutthewayhewouldgreet

hereverymorningwasdifferentfromthewayhe

greetedotheremployees

Officer:isit?Howso?

Lady:hewouldhavethebiggestsmileonhisface

andhewouldoffereveryonelunchonherbirthday

butwhenitcomestootheremployeeshewouldbuy

maybesconesforbreakfastorjustsnacks

Officer:butforMsMoetihewouldbuylunchfor

everyone?

Lady:yessir

Officer:whenwasthelasttimeyousawMsMoeti?

Lady:onMondaywhenshecameforherthings.We

spokeforabitthenpartedwaysasshewentto



Jorge'soffice

Officer:(noted)ohisee.Haveyoueverseenyour

bosswithanyonethatlookssuspicious.Couldbe

dangerousmaybe

Lady:ummnobutthere'sthispoliceofficerwho

alwayscomeshere

Officer:ohok.Doyouhavehisnames?

Lady:noidon'tbuticanorganisethecctvfootage

foryoumaybeyouwillknowhim

Officer:(smiled)ohthankyouiwouldappreciate

that.PleasegetittogetherandmailittoGwest

station.MynameisConstableKereng

Lady:oksiriwill

Kereng:thankyou

Hesmiledwalkingoutashiscolleaguecameback

inholdingaservicekitwithJorgecomingbehind

himstillcomplaining...



Jorge:justsayitifyouwantanewservicekitican

organizeoneforyou

Kereng:(scoffed)iseeyounevergettiredoftalking.

Officerwhatdoyouhave?

Officer:siraservicekitthat'smissingapairof

pliersandifyoucanlookattheendofthetoolsin

heretheyhavethesamedesignastheoneonthe

pliershandles

Jorge:(chuckled)ohwow

Kereng:(tookouthiscuffs)JorgeMadibayouhave

beenarrestedforthemurderofLukeand

harassmentofMayaMoeti.

Jorge:what!?

Kereng:(grabbedhimandputthecuffsonhim)you

havetherighttoremainsilentandwhateveryou

sayordowillbeusedagainstyouinthecourtof

law.Youhavetherighttoalawyerbutifyoucan't

affordonethestateshallprovide

Jorge:youaremakingamistakeandyouaregoing

toregretthis!



Kereng:let'smoveitsir.Thankyoueveryone

Hegrabbedhimbythewaistofhispantsand

draggedhimoutwhiletheemployeeslookedon

shocked.TheHRladyclappedonceandcalledthe

surveillanceoffice.

AtNale'shouse...

Preciousparkedhercarandheadedinsidesinging

whileNalesmiledlookingather...

Nale:andthenwena?

Precious: thingsareworkingformy

good (laughed)fromnowoncallmebosslady

Nale:ibelieveeverythingwentaccordingly

Precious:evenbetteriwassoworriedthatiwas

goingtodisappointmombutyohfriendthatwoman

aishamethatwomanknowsherstaff1212it's



doneandiwaslikeheebanna

Nale:soyoumanagedtocastthespell

Precious:hamonatejwangtsala(theylaughed)

nowshesaysimustwatchandseeeverything

workingout.

Nale:evenonLovemore?

Precious:welltheoneicastwon'tworkbutshe

assuredmethatshewillgotothehousetonight

andmakethethingshappen

Nale:tsenawenagirl.I'mgladthingsaregoingwell

foryoumylove.Forasecondiwasstressed

wonderingifyouweregoingtoloseitalljustlike

that

Precious:who?Me?NotPreciousKavimbamylove.

Imdestinedforgreatnessshame

Nale:icantell.Sowhat'sthestorywithLesedi?

Precious:(scoffed)thatone,youseethatone,the

dayimgoingtocatchherwillbeoneandshewill

begformercyimtellingyou.Shethinksshe'sclever

butshedoesn'tknowwhoshe'sdealingwith



Nale:didyougettheclotheslikeisuggested

Precious:yesloveimjustwaitingonTitus'scall

cryinghistearsoutandibeingthelovingbigsister

willbetheretocomforthimthoroughitall

Nale:goodgirl.Onethingimdyingforistosee

Mayacomingtoyouaskingforhelp

Precious:(laughed)yeahoneofthesedaysshewill

realisethatimheronlysavinggrace.Oncethat

happensiwillknowthatahnoihaveherright

whereiwanther(theylaughed)

Nale:sohaveyoutriedreachingouttoLovemore?

Precious:imightbedependentonhimbutimnot

goingtogrovel.Preciousnevergrovelshe'sgoing

tocomebackrunningitellyou

Nale:butchomiyouknowitoldyouaboutmy

husbandright

Precious:yesjustgiveitonemoredayakereitold

youthatwomanispayinghimavisittonight

Nale:ihopeitallworksoutbecauseidon'twantto

beforcedtoanswerquestionsidon'thaveanswers



to

Precious:comeonNale

Nale:yesfriendmyhusbandcanaskquestionsthat

youwillenduptellingthetruth

Precious:kantehaveyounotlearnedathingfrom

meNale?

Nale:it'snotaboutthatfriend...(sighed)anywayi

willgiveitonemoresay

Precious:great.Haveyoumadesomethingtoeati

wanttonibbleonsomethingfastthengotothe

garage

Nale:ididn'tthinkyouwouldbebackthisquicksoi

madeformyself.Youcanhelpyourselfdear

Precious:urghNalemma

Nale:aeyouarenotavisitorheremmasosee

yourselfoutheebathong

ShelaughedgoingoutsidewhilePreciouswentto

thekitchen.



AtJoshua'shouse...

Heparkedhiscarunderoneoftheshadesand

smiledwavingatHerbert,AprilandLucaswhowere

playingballwiththepuppiesbythepool...

Joshua:howareyoudoingguys?

Herbert:wearegooduncleJo

Joshua:nice

Hesaidgoinginsidewherehefoundthechefbusy

withlunchwhiletheladiesfinishedpackingtheir

things...

Joshua:ladies

Woman:helloMrKgangwearedoneyourwifeis

busytryinghernewclotheson



Joshua:(smiled)she'sjustafriendladiesbutthank

yousomuch

Woman:thepleasureisourssir.Thoughyousay

she'sjustafriendishouldsayshe'sawonderful

woman

Joshua:(smiled)ohok

TheysmiledmakingtheirwayoutwhileJoshua

greetedtheartistwhowasfinishingupinthekids

roomandwenttoMaya's...

Joshua:knockknock

Maya:justasecond

Shezippedhercrimsonjumpsuitthatsatwellon

hervoluptuousandpetitebody...

Maya:comein



Shesaidcheckingherselfoutinthemirrorwhile

Joshuacameinsmiling...

Maya:ohhiyouarehomeearly

Joshua:idecidedtocomehomeassoonasi

finishedwithmymeetings.Youlookbreathtaking

Maya:(smiled)thankyousomuch.Imustsayall

theseclothesareperfectsizesiwonderhowyou

gotthesizesright

Joshua:icheckedthesizeofyourjeansandtop

whenibroughtyourbreakfastinthemorningsorry

toinvadeyourprivacylikethatyoumustthinkim

weird

Maya:ohnonoit'sokthisisyourhouseafterall

(theychuckled)whydidyouaskmetogogetmy

thingsifmykidsandiweregoingtogetawhole

newmakeover?

Joshua:Iwantedittobeasurprise.Areallthe

clothesfittingthem?



Maya:nothereareafewthatneedtobealtered

Joshua:ohokwewillgosortthatoutafterhaving

lunchtheChefiscookingupastormthere

Maya:iknow.Haveyouseenthekids?

Joshua:yeahtheyareplayingwiththeircousinby

thepool

Maya:speakingofhimhewasaskingifhecould

comealongwithustoMaitengwetomorrow

Joshua:noproblemhewillbehelpingwiththekids

soiseewhynot,butdidhetalktohisparents,i

don'twanttobeaccusedoftakingsomeone'schild

Maya:yeahhisdadisokwithitweactuallycalled

himwhenhegothere.

Joshua:hismother?

Maya:apparentlythehusbandkickedheroutofthe

houseafterhelearnedaboutwhatshedid.He's

planningtodivorceher

Joshua:yoursisterishonestlysomethingelse.Soi

wasthinkingafterlunchweshouldgodoourhairs

thenmakedinnerplans.IsLucassleepingover?



Maya:hewantsto

Joshua:imtotallyokwithit

Maya:howabouticookdinner?

Joshua:youwould?Aren'tyousupposedtodoyour

nails?

Maya:nailshaveneverstoppedmefromcooking

Joshua:ohithoughtyouguysneverwanttotouch

anythingafterdoingyournails(theylaughed)

Maya:thosewhosaythatarelazypeople.Instead

ofspendingmoremoneyatarestaurantiwillcook

dinner.Wehavealotofcostsaheadofus.Goingto

Maitengweandcomingbackhereneedsalotof

petrolandyouknowhowexpensivepetrolis.Again

youaresupposedtocontributesomethingforyour

mother'spartysowehavetobecarefulonhowwe

spendthemoney(hejustsmiledwhileshespoke

asshefrowned)what?

Joshua:imlisteningtohowyoukeepsayingwe,we

weandimpressedabouthowfinanciallydisciplined

youare



Maya:(smiled)ididn'tmeantooverstepmy

boundaries

Joshua:nonoitsok.Atleastnowiknowihave

someonewhowillalwaysgetmeinlinewhenit

comestomoney.Soiguesswewillgodoourhairs

thencomebackhomeforthedinneryouhave

promised

Maya:deal.(Clearedherthroat)butwhyJoshua?

Joshua:whywhat?

Maya:whyareyoudoingallthis?Imeanweonly

haveafewdaysknowingoneanotherandyouhave

alreadydonesomuch.Notsayingit'sabadthing

butijustwanttounderstand

Joshua:ihaven'tfeltsodrawntosomeoneinalong

timeandonethingmymomtaughtmeisalways

makesureimakethatspecialpersoninmylifefeel

appreciatednotonlybygiftsandmoneybutbeing

emotionallyavailableforthem

Maya:sowhatareyousaying?

Joshua:whathaveyoutakenfromthatstatement?



Maya:youareattractedtome?

Joshua:yes

Maya:buticomewithalotofbaggageJoshua

Joshua:welliwanttohelpyoucarrythatbaggage

andthrowawaytheunwantedthingsfromthat

baggage(tookherhand)youareaspecialwoman

Maya,veryspecialthatyouhavemademerethink

myideaofjusthavingyouasapretendgirlfriend

thisweekend.Yourscarshonestlymakeyoueven

moreattractivenotsayingyoudeservethemand

goshwhatabeautifulmotheryouareMaya.Most

kidsyourchildren'sagearespoiltandsomeill

manneredbutyourchildrenappreciateeverylittle

thingtheyreceive.There'snothinggorgeouslikea

womanwhoisawonderfulparentandwoulddo

anythingforherchildren.Youareagraduatebut

youneversatbackandsaidiwouldneverdoodd

jobs.Withorwithoutchildrenibelieveyouwould

stillnotchoosejobsandyourrewardisgoingtobe

greaterthanyouexpecttrustme



Hesaidsoftlyrubbingherhandassheswallowed

andmovedclosertohim.Noonehasevermadeher

thewayshefeltthatmoment.Itfeltlikeaplaybutit

wasallreal.Shelickherlowerandwentcloserto

hisfaceandasshewasabouttoplantakissonhis

lipsheheldherfaceandkissedherforeheadthen

huggedher...

Joshua:(softly)wearenotthereyet.Irespectyou

somuchtonotrushintoanythingandjustbecause

ididallthesethingsforyoudoesn'tmeaniwant

anyfavoursfromyou.Iwantourfirstkissand

physicalencounterbemeaningfulandnotseemas

ifimtakingadvantageofyou.(Letgoofher)finish

upfittingyourclothesimgoingtochangeandjoin

thekidswhilewewaitforlunch

Hesmiledandkissedherhandgoingoutwhilea

speechlessMayastoodthere...

Maya:(softly)bathong.SoGodyoustillmakemen



likeJoshua?(Shescoffed)wowjustwow

Shechuckledblockinghertearsandcontinuedwith

hernewclothes.

THATAFTERNOON

AtBianca'sworkplace...

Shesulkedbythereceptionsortingoutsomefiles

afterdirectingaclientwheretogo...

Bianca:idon'tunderstandwhythiswomanhadto...

ShestoppedtalkingasshesawLewis'scarpark

outsideandquicklywenttooneofthenail

technicianssittingcloseby...



Bianca:lovewhentheguycomingfromthatcar

getsinheretellhimthatimoutonameetingok

Lady:(frowned)whatmeeting?

Bianca:justdoit(lookedout)he'scoming(sheran

tothebathrooms)

Lady:whoareyouleavingthefrontdeskwith...yeah

right

ShesaidgoingtothefrontdeskwhileLewismade

hiswayinswinginghiskeysonhisfinger...

Lady:welcometoyournailDoctorbarsirhowmayi

beofhelp

Lewis:hinanaisyourbossin?

Lady:yessirshe'sin

Lewis:ohreallyokcaniseeher?

Lady:she'sstillbusywithaclientsir

Lewis:noBiancaisalwaysfreeatlunchnomatter



what

Lady:ohyoumeanBiancaohshesteppedoutsir

Lewis:wheredidshego?

Lady:toameeting.

Lewis:whenwillshebeback?

Lady:totaitssomekindofworkshopsoitwillbefor

thewholeday

Lewis:ohok.Nowonderherphonehasbeenoff

Lady:yessir

Lewis:alrightthenpleasetellheriwashereand

thatsheshouldcallmeneh

Lady:iwillsir

Lewis:(lookedathishands)ishouldbooka

manicureappointmentwithyouguyschalkkanae

kgonagontshamagotsane(theylaughed)ciao

nana

Lady:bye



Hewalkedoutwhiletheyoungladyshookherhead.

Biancacameoutofthebathroomsandsighedwhile

Lewisdroveoff...

Bianca:thankyousomuchlove

Lady:thankyoumyfootBianca.Aftertheotherday

dramayouarestillcontinuingwithyournonsense?

Whyiseveryonecallingyoubosswhentheyget

here?

Bianca:justgobacktoyourstationandmindyour

ownbusiness.Move,moveausinyana(shejust

stoodthere)heelammasutaao

Theyoungladysneeredandwentbacktoher

stationwhileBiancasatdownandcontinuedwith

whatshewasdoing.

AtKavimba'smotorgarage...



Chiomathankedtheladywhoshowedhertheoffice

andknockedontheglassdoorasLovemore

signalledhertocomein.Sheputthetakeawayson

thetableashefinishedhisphonecall...

Lovemore:hi.Sosorryforthat,howareyou?Isee

youbroughtfood

Chioma:imgood.Yeahithoughtishouldbring

something

Lovemore:ihadalreadyorderedbutitsokthe

workerswillhavethem

Chioma:ahnoletthemhavetheonesibrought

Lovemore:noit'sokimeanwhowouldsaynotoa

richwoman'sfood(theylaughed)

Chioma:whydoigetafeelingthatoneofthese

daysyouaregoingtorobme

Lovemore:ha!Iwouldn'teventrytoiswearyou

havehighsecuritysystem

Chioma:let'sjustsayyouwouldbethemostfeared

thugintheworldtobeabletostealfromme(they



laughed)howareyou?

Lovemore:imgoodwasstillonthephonewithmy

son.He'sgoingtoMaitengwewithhisauntand

cousinstomorrowsoiwantedtomakesurehehas

everythinghemightneed

Chioma:ohok.He'ssoluckytohaveadadlikeyou.

Youalwaystalkabouthimbutnotyourdaughter

why?

Lovemore:it'snotthatidon'ttalkabouthershe'sat

hergrandmother'shousefortheholidays

Chioma:ohthat'snice.(Theydugin)caniaskyoua

personalquestion?

Lovemore:yeahgoahead

AshesaidPreciousmadeherwayin.Shespoketo

oneoftheemployeesbutfrownedasshesawthe

backofawomanintheoffice...

Chioma:areyouaprayerfulman?



Precious:isthatacustomer?

Lady:noma'amitsMrKavimba'svisitor

Lovemore:interestingquestion.Immoreofa

traditionalman

Chioma:ohsoyouaremoreofanAfricanreligion

believer?

Lovemore:yes,whydoyouask?

Precious:naare...(scoffedsquintinghereyes)are

theyeating?

Sheclickedhertongue...

Chioma:(lickherfinger)imaspirituallygifted

woman.Icanseewhathappensinthespiritual

realmbutimnotpractisingbutonceimeeta

personandiseesomethingbotheringaboutthemi

tellthemandadvicethemonhowtofixthings

Lovemore:soyouhaveseensomethingaboutme?

Chioma:notinclearviewbutithasbeenrevealedto



methatyou...

Precious:(opened)ohsothisiswhyyoukickedme

outofthehouse?Tohavelunchwithfakehair

womeninyouroffice?

Lovemore:notnowPrecious

Precious:sorryausiheelaimtalkingtoyou

ShesaidtappingChioma'sshoulderasshefrowned

lookingatherdarkhand...

Precious:thismanismarrieddoyouhearme?So

stayawayandjustsoyouknowimthewifeandyou

don'twanttomesswithme

Lovemore:Preciousisaidnotnow.Chiomaimso

sorryidon'tunderstandwhy...

Precious:(foldedherarmsandcurvedherlips)

gatweChiomareallyLovemoreyouarecheatingon

mewithanigerianslut?(Chiscoffedstandingup)

yeah,go,out.Hamba!



Lovemore:Precious,Chi...

Chioma:it'sokMrKavimba

SheturnedtoPrecious,squinthereyesandflipped

herhairgoingout...

Chioma:(inYoruba)ọlẹAje(lazywitch)SeeyouMr

K

ShegracefullywalkedoutwhilePreciouslookedat

herfromdownupandclickedhertonguewhileher

husbandshookhisheadsittingdown.

AttheDuncan's...

LornacamedownthestairsasDuncanquicklygot

offthecouch...



Duncan:okloveihavegivenyoumorethanenough

spacecanwepleasetalkaboutwhathappenedlast

night

Lorna:Patience?P?

Patience:yes?

Lorna:(frownedatherresponseandsneered)

anywaycanyoupleasepackyourthingsandleave

myhome

Duncan:babecan...(shegavehimalookashekept

quiet)

Patience:comeagain?

Lorna:idon'twanttofightwithanyonesoplease

takeyourthingsandgo

Patience:imsorrybutimnotgoinganywhere.In

factiaskedmysistertobringDuncanJrwithallhis

thingsbecausehe'smovinginwithus

Duncan:wait,what!?

Patience:yesandwearehostinghisbirthdayparty

heretomorrow



ShesaidwithapoutlookingatLornawhoquietly

lookedatherwithherheartracingasherbreathing

paceincreasedbyeachmillisecond...

Apple:(walkedinsingingbutstoppednoticingthe

tensemoment)everythingok?

^

^

^

^

^
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Duncan:Patiencewhatdidyoujustsay?

Apple:Patience?Saysomething?Inwho'shouse?



Lorna:nanakindlystayoutofthis

Patience:shebetterbecausethishasnothingtodo

withher.YouheardmeDuncan

Lorna:youarenotgoingtotalktomydaughterlike

that

Patience:orutengwanawagagomaitseoee,kana

kegonegoregaoitsegoregotsholagontsejang

(teachhersomemannersthenorisitbecauseyou

don'tknowwhatgivingbirthislike)

LornaswallowedwhileApple'sheartskippedabeat

asshedroppedtheshoppingbagsshehadonher

hand...

Duncan:Patiencethat'senough!

AshesaidApplewasalreadyonPatience'sface

whileLornaslowlysatdownwithherheart

shattered...



Duncan:Apple!Patiencestop!(Hesaidtryingbreak

themoff)

Apple:youknownothingaboutmymother!

Patience:youlittlespoiltbrat!

Saint:(camedownrunning)what'sgoingonhey!

HesaidpullinghissisterawaywhileDuncanheld

Patienceback...

Patience:ketlagotrapamosetsana!(Iwillbeatyou)

Apple:youthinkimafraidofyou?Saintletmeshow

thisbitchwhatimmadeofletgoofme!

Saint:Applestop!

Duncan:Patiencestopit!

Patience:doyouseewhatyourdaughterhasdone

tomyface!

Duncanjr:mama,papa



EveryonefrozelookingatthedoorasLornaslowly

turnedtoitaswell.Duncanjrrantohisfatheras

Patiencetriedtotouchhimbutheblockedher...

Patience:canihavemyson

Duncan:getoutofmyhousePatience

Patience:(frowned)excuseme?

Duncan:isaidgetthehelloutofmyhouse.How

dareyouspeaktomywifelikethat!?

Patience:Duncanyouarenotgoingtodothattome

Duncan:ijustdid.Patienceout,now!

Patience:imnotgoinganywherethisismyhomeas

well

Duncan:thisismyson'shomenotyours.Takeyour

thingsandleavethishouseyouarefired!

Lady:canwe...

Apple:aeyoubettershutupyouliar



Patience:watchyourmouthyounggirl

Duncan:Patiencewhyareyoustillstandingtherei

saidleavethisyardordoyouwantmetocallthe

policeonyou?

Patience:Duncanyouloveme(Appleburstintoa

laugh)

Duncan:butimnotgoingtostandhereandlistento

youinsultthemotherofmychildrenlikethat.Saint

takeDuncanupstairs

Patience:youarenotgoingtotouchmychild.Bring

himhere...

ShetriedtogethimfromDuncanasshepushedher

backgivinghimtoSaint.ShetriedtograbSaintby

theshirtbutApplegrabbedherarmandtwistedit

pushingherfurtherbackwhileDuncanJrcriedin

Saint'sarmsashewenttohisroomwithhim...

Duncan:out!

Patience:(burstintotears)youallaregoingtoknow



me!

Apple:aesokagetoutofhere

SheclickedhertongueasPatiencefollowedher

sisteroutcrying.Duncanswallowedandlookedat

Lornawhowasveryquietonthecouch...

Duncan:(rubbedhishandsonhispants)love,

(swallowed)imhonestlysorryaboutwhatjust

happenedididn'tmeanforitto...

Lorna:takethatchildofyoursandfollowitsmother

out

Duncan:love...

Lorna:idon'twanttorepeatmyselfDuncan

Duncan:babecanwe...

Shewentupwhilehesighedsittingdown

scratchinghishead...



Duncan:Appledosomething

Apple:really?Whatshouldido?Pleasetellme.You

havebroughtallthisonyourselfdad.Themoment

yousawitoktogointobedwiththatwomanyou

knewitwouldleadtothissopleasedon'ttryand

actlikeyoudidn'tmeanforittohappenwhileyou

havebeendoingitfor4years.Yearinyearoutlying

tothewomanwhogaveherselftoyou.Regardless

ofhershortcomingsshestillrespectedand

remainedobedienttoyoubutwhatdidyoudo?You

spatitbackonherfaceandyouthinkiwouldstand

forthat?(Scoffed)iwillalwaysstandwithmy

mothersogotakethatlittlethingofyoursandget

outofhere.

Duncan:Appleistillloveyourmother

Apple:tellthattosomeonewhocares.Ifyouthink

weareworriedaboutwhatwouldhappentous

whenyouguysdivorcethenyoushouldthinkagain.

Wedon'tminddowngradingaslongasourmother's

dignityissafeguarded



SheclickedhertonguegoingupwhileDuncan

sighedmore.Hisphonerangasheclickedhis

tonguecuttingPatience'scall.

AtKavimba'smotorgarage...

Precious:Lovemoreiaskedyouaquestion

Lovemore:Preciouswhatareyoustilldoinghere?

Precious:areyousleepingwiththatfakewoman

Lovemore?

Lovemore:Preciousiaskedyoutogetoutofmy

officeandifyouknewthatwomanismorethana

womanyoucaneverbe

Precious:excuseme?

Lovemore:imhonestlysickandtiredofyour

shenanigansandbehaviourPrecious.Youarebusy

draggingmyfather'snameinthemud.Ifyouare

notactinglikeavillagechampioninpeople's



restaurantsyouarebusytroublingmypeaceihave

hadenoughofyou

Precious:(squinthereyes)whatareyousaying?

Lovemore:thisistheendofus

Precious:(Chuckled)ohwowwhatajoke

Lovemore:imseriousPreciouswearegettinga

divorce

Precious:notthateasilymylove.Youshouldsit

backandrethinkwhatyoujustsaidimnotdivorcing

you(shechuckled)aredivorceohplease

Lovemore:thismarriagehasreacheditscourse.I

havebeenwaytoopatientwithyouonlybecauseof

thekidsbutnowifikeepdoingthattomyselfim

goingtolosemysanityoversomethingthat'snot

evenworthit

Precious:Areyousayingimnotworthy?

Lovemore:youareauselesswomanwhoknows

nothingbuttospendmymoneyandpretendto

otherpeople.Youhavenorespecttopeoplewhile

atthattimeyouhavenothingtoyournameand



besidesthatwhenwasthelasttimeiwasintimate

withyou?Thataloneshouldtellyouthatyouare

justashadowinthismarriageandit'stimeigotrid

oftheshadow.Getout

Precious:imnotgoinganywhere

Lovemore:(tookthephone)ihavenotimetoplay

withagrownwomanlikeyou.Securitypleasecome

takesomeoneoutofmyoffice

Precious:(sneered)soyouarecallingsecurityon

me?

Lovemore:that'showunwantedyouareinmylife.

Leave

Precious:iwillleavebutyouarenevergoingto

leaveme.Youandibelongtogether!

Man:siryoucalledus

Lovemore:takeherout

Precious:hey!Don'tyoudareputyourfilthyhands

onme(sheclickedhertongue)thisisnotover

Lovemorenotbyalongshot.Nooneisgoingto

takeyouawayfromme.Noone!



ShesaidleavingwhileLovemoreshookhishead

andtookhisphoneandcalledhisbanker...

Man:MrK?

Lovemore:ineedyoutomakesurethatPrecious's

accountsgetfrozenafterlunch

Man:ohoksir

Hehungupandsatbackclickinghistongue.

AthouseofChisaloon...

Mayasmiledastheladyplaitedherhairintothin

conrowlines.Herphonerangasshesmiledmore

andanswered...

Maya:hilove



Mareledi:hiit'ssoquietherewithoutyou.Howare

you?

Maya:(chuckled)shamesorrylove.Imgoodbabe

atthesaloongettingreadyformytriptomorrow

Mareledi:sbwltobeyourightnow(theylaughed)

Maya:don'tworryloveyouwillgetyourselfa

Joshuaoneday

Mareledi:idon'tthinkGodmakesalotofthemyou

know(theylaughed)

Maya:yesbutyouneverknowmaybehehas

reservedoneforyououtthereaswell.Mightnotbe

Joshua-Joshuabuthewillbeclose(theylaughed)

Mareledi:momtellsmethatJorgehasbeen

arrested

Maya:thatbastard,hegotwhathedeservesican't

believehekilledLukeinorderformetosleepwith

himwhat'swrongwithsomementhough?

Mareledi:somemenaresicklovebuthe'sgoingto

getwhathedeservewaituntilmomdealswithhim

incourt



Maya:iwanthertomakealivingexampleoutof

him

Mareledi:don'tworryshewilltsala

Maya:ohaboutthecaryoucangogetitfrommy

brother'shouseokiwillcallhimandlethimknow

Mareledi:okloveiwillgogetitafterlunch.Canyou

believeit,imsittingalonepleasecomeback(they

laughed)

Maya:imgoingtoworkonMondaybabesfinallyim

goingtodowhatiwenttoschoolfor

Mareledi:andyoushouldnotforgettothankthe

Lordforthatlove

Maya:ohneverbabes.It'sbyhisgracethatim

whereiamrightnow.Finallysomelightattheend

ofthetunnel

Mareledi:gloryhallelujahandlet'sprayandbelieve

thatitwillstaylikethisforgood

Maya:yeahheyiprayaboutthateachchanceiget.

Anywayletmefinishupwithmyhairihaveawhole

bunchofpeopletocookfortonight



Mareledi:dropsomeleftoversformeatworkwhen

youleavetomorrow

Maya:sheegaoswabe(theylaughed)iwillmylove

howcaninotseeyoubeforeigoanyway

Mareledi:imyouroxygenafterall.Bye

Maya:byebabe

TheylaughedhangingupasMayasighedandsat

upasthehairdressercarefullyinstalledher

peruvian15inchweave...

Maya:howmuchisthishairagain?

Lady:5.6

Maya:bathongmadiotlhealefatshe(allthemoney

intheworld)

TheylaughedasshestartedtostyleittoMaya's

preference.



InChioma'soffice...

Lovemoreknockedastheladywhotookhimtoit

wentbacktoherstation...

Chioma:comein

Lovemore:(smiledwithabunchofflowersinhis

hand)hi

Chioma:(smiled)ohhicomeonin.Haveaseat

Lovemore:thankyou.Theseareforyou

Chioma:flowerstwotimesaweekimonelucky

womanhey

Lovemore:wellitsjusttosaysorryforwhat

happenedearlieron

Chioma:thankyou.It'sokeverywomanisexpected

tothinklikethat

Lovemore:ibegtodiffer



Chioma:okletmesaysome

Lovemore:onlyinsecurewomenlikePrecious

would

Chioma:doyoublameherimeanlookatme.Not

sayingimperfectbuthello(theylaughed)

Lovemore:youaresofunnybutdon'tworryitold

herthatimdonewithher

Chioma:oh?

Lovemore:yesthisisnotthefirsttimeshedoes

somethinglikethisandit'snottheonlythingthat

makesmewanttodivorceher

Chioma:ohimsosorryforthat

Lovemore:nodon'tbe.Actuallyyoushouldbe

happyformethatimfinallygoingtogetsome

peaceofmind(Chiomasighedsittingback)what's

wrong?

Chioma:idon'tmeantodimyourlightofhopebut

that'safarfetcheddreamthisisonlythebeginning

Lovemore:what?Wait,beforesheinterruptedus

youwereabouttotellmesomethingthathasbeen



revealedtoyou

Chioma:youhaveadarkcloudoveryouandifyou

thinkdivorcingyourwifeisgoingtobringyoupeace

thenyouhavealottodo.

Lovemore:idon'tunderstand,whatdarkcloud?

Chioma:it'snotclearaboutwhatitisbutallim

seeingareinitialssosomethinglikethatis

sometimesaboutidentity

Lovemore:who'sidentity?

Chioma:likeisaidit'snotclearbutyoushould

prepareyourselffortheworst.Idon'tmeantoscare

youbutijusthavetoconveythemessage

Lovemore:wellimstartingtoaskmyselfalotof

questionsnow

Chioma:it'soktoandagainyouaretiedtosome

sortcovenantwithyourwife

Lovemore:ihavealwaysknownshewasusing

herbsonmebutit'sbeensohardtoleaveher

Chioma:youwillleaveherbuttrustmeit'snot

goingtobethateasythatyoumightenduplosing



somuchalongtheway

Lovemore:oknowyouarescaringmemore

Chioma:ithinkyoushouldvisityourreligionleader

forthemtoclarifythingsforyouandhelpyou

Lovemore:idefinitelywill

ChiomarubbedherchinwhileaworriedLovemore

satbackwithalotofquestionsinhismind.

AtNale'shouse...

Preciousclickedhertonguethrowingherselfonthe

couchasNalefrownedlookingather...

Nale:andthenwena?

Precious:Lovemoreishonestlytryingmypatience

Nale

Nale:whathappened?



Precious:didinotfindhimwithsomenigerianbitch

inhisoffice

Nale:(closedhermagazine)what!?

Precious:imtellingyou.Busyhavingsomeoily

foodintakeawayslikereally?Mxm

Nale:ihopeyoutoldthatbitchwheretogetoff

Precious:ohtrustmeididbutwehaveaproblem

Nale:whatproblem?

Precious:Lovemorethreatenedmewithdivorce

Nale:what!?

Precious:ahnoimnotevenworriedhe'snoteven

goingtogetthroughwithit

Nale:howsureareyou?

Precious:he'sgoingtobedealtwithtonight

Nale:thatwomanbetterbequick

Precious:immadthathecanthinklikethatbutim

certainthingswillbebacktonormalaftertonight

Nale:good.Wedon'tgetdivorcedmylovethose



thingsareforlazywomen

Precious:(laughed)youcansaythatagain

Nale:anythingonMaya?

Precious:nothingyetbuyimverypatientwhenit

comestothatoneshame

Theylaughed.

Backatthesaloon...

Mayasmiledwaitingonherdaughter'shairdresser

tofinishputtingonthecolourfulbeadsonher

braidsasherphonerang...

Maya:Lewi

Lewis:hibabehowareyoudoing?

Maya:imgoodandyourself?

Lewis:imoklove.HaveyoutriedtogetholdofB?



Maya:no,why?

Lewis:likeitoldyouthismorningicouldn'tgethold

ofher.Soiwenttoherworkplaceandtheysaidshe

wenttoameeting.Nowlunchisoverbutshestill

hasn'tgottenbacktome

Maya:iguessshewilllove

Lewis:whencozthebankwillsoonbeonmyneck

aboutthemoneyitookoutforher

Maya:whywoulditbeonyourneck?Isn'tityour

money?

Lewis:wearetalkingaboutanaccountthatinever

touchMaya

Maya:ohokdon'tworryloveshewilltalktoyou

she'sprobablytoobusy

Lewis:sheshoulddososoon.Anywaydrinkslater

tonight?

Maya:raincheckbooimbusy

Lewis:kantewhatareyoubusywithMaya?

Maya:(flippedherhair)ihavekidstolookafter



Lewis

Lewis:youalwaysleavethemwiththeneighbour

isn'tit?

Maya:wemoved

Lewis:oh?When?Ngwanyanatlheosephiri(you

aresecretive)

Maya:justafterigotreleasedfromjail

Lewis:jail?OkilewatlhatlhelwaMaya?(Youwere

arrested)

Maya:yeahafterthedramaihadatwork

Lewis:work?HeebathongMayagasegoreyou

wereretrenchedlastFridaykante?

Maya:whenlastdidyoutalktome?

Lewis:SundayorMondayidon'tknow

Maya:andyousayyouareafriend(Chuckled)

anywaybutialsoleftthejob

Lewis:uhutshelekeyaengjaanong?(Whyareyou

beingpetty)



Maya:it'snotbeingpettymyloveimjusttellingit

likeitisandhonestlyidon'tthinkiwillbehanging

outwithyouguysanymore

Lewis:heebanna

Lady:wearedonema'am

Maya:holdon,ishouldpayatthefrontright?

Lady:yesma'am

Maya:ok.Hi,asiwassayingidon'tthinkiwillbe

hangingoutwithyouguysanymorebecauseihave

honestlyseenthekindofpeopleyouaretome

Lewis:ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhatyouareon

about

Maya:youguyscallyourselvesmyfriendsbuti

havebeenthroughthemostthisweekandy'all

knownothing

Lewis:didyoutellus?

Maya:idon'tneedtotellyoueverythingallthetime.

Sometimesasafriendallyouhavetodoissenda

simple"areyouok"texttheniwilltellyouwhat's

happeningbutnotwithyouguys.It'seitheryoutalk



tomewhenthetwoofyouarefightingorwhenyou

wanttogooutsoidon'tthinkthat'sthekindof

friendshipiwouldwantwhereiamnow.Iloveand

careforyouguysbutthefriendshipisjustnot

workingforme.Sometimesimmadetofeellikeim

aburden...justasecond,howmuch?

Lady:250

Maya:okiwillswipe.Asiwassayingsometimes

immadetofeellikeaburdensoimsorryloveican't

anymore

Lewis:yohkeagoutlwamma(ihearyou)

Maya:thankyouandihopeyouandBiancasortout

themoneyissue

Lewis:sure

Theyhungupasshepaidforherdaughterand

madetheirwayout...

April:areyouokmama?



Maya:onethingyoushouldlearnandholdclosein

lifemygirlistoneverallowyourselftostayina

toxicenvironment.Ratherstruggleandstrivetowin

onyourownthantobeaburdentoanyone.If

someonecaresaboutyoutheywillshowit.

April:okmama

Shesaidrunningtowheretheguysweresitting

waitingonthem...

Herbert:(withafreshhaircut)whydowomentake

longineverything?

Theylaughedmakingtheirwaytothecar.

LATERTHATAFTERNOON

Preciousyawnedinherbedroomasherphone

rang...



Precious:ohhimama

Rona:youaretooquietPreciousandwhyhaven'ti

heardanythingonLesediandthechild?

Precious:imstillonitma

Rona:Preciouswhat'stakingyousolong?

Precious:mamaihavebeenbusyao

Rona:andthenMaya?

Precious:icouldn'tfinishtheprocessatfirstbuti

wentbacktoRanakaandshediditforme?

Rona:waitseyouareslackingandidon'tlikeit.

Whatdidshedo?

Precious:weusedmybloodonherunderwearand

putitinabottle,mixeditwithmyurineandputthe

bottleinaboilingmixtureanditbroke

Rona:(stoodup)youdidwhat!?

Precious:isaidwe...(shehunguponher)hee

banna



Rona:Precious,Precious,Preciouswhathaveyou

done?Whathaveyou...yohbathongyoh

Shesaidmovingaroundincircleswithherhands

onherhead.

^

^

^

^

^
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InRamotswa...

Patienceclickedhertonguetryingtogetintouch

withDuncanwhowasunavailable.Hersistercame



outofthekitchenandjoinedherinthelivingroom

puttingabottleofbeerinfrontofher...

Patience:reallynow?Alcohol?Whilemychildisout

therenotknowingwhatthosepeoplearedoingto

him

Lady:wemightaswelldrinkatleastweknowhe's

withhisfather

Patience:pleasedon'ttalkaboutthatone.Likehow

darehe?

Lady:onethingaboutmarriedmenisthattheywill

choosetheirwivesanygivendaysis

Patience:wellifhethoughtimoneofthosenaive

womenwhowouldsettleforlessthenhehas

anotherthingcomingandonethingiknowforsure

isthatDuncandoesn'tlovethatwomanhejustdid

ittothrowheroff

Lady:hashecalledyou?No,sothatshouldspeak

volumesmylove.Hedoesn'tgiveadamnaboutyou

Patience:youknownothingaboutmyrelationship



withthatmanwehavebeentogetherforfouryears

Lady:togetherbehindthescenesrememberthat

Patience:he'sgoingtodivorceher

Lady:yeahhe'sbeensayingthatforthepast4

years

Patience:whatareyoutryingtoinsinuate?

Lady:siswakeupfromyourslumberDuncan

doesn'tloveyouhe'susingyou,heusedyou

Patience:noyouarewrong

Lady:ifDuncanlovedyouhewouldhavelong

divorcedLornajustafewmonthsintoyour

relationship.Hepromisedyouamobilekitchenand

carwherearethey?Nowheretobefound

Patience:nooneisgoingtoplayPatiencelikethat

Lady:wellyouhavebeenplayedmyloveallhe

wantedwasabiologicalchildfromyou

Patience:howcanyousaythattome?

Lady:imjuststatingoutthefactsforyousis.

RememberwhateveryoudoLornahastheupper



handhereshewillsueyouandwinandthenapply

fordivorcethengetawaywithalmosteverything

DuncanownsanddoyouthinkDuncanwouldwant

toloseallhehasworkedhardfor?Nosis,mencan

cheatbuttheyarenotstupidthestupidonesare

thosethatletthemcheatwiththemandinthiscase

sisyouarethestupidone.Nottobreakyourheart

inanywayyoumightevenenduplosingDuncanJr

tothem

Patience:overmydeadbody.

Lady:betweenyouandDuncanwho'seligibleto

giveJuniorabetterlife?(Sheswallowed)exactlyso

likeisaidsisyouhavebeenusedandarethestupid

oneinthiscase

Patience:mxmyouaredrunkandspewing

nonsense

Shesaidgoingtothebedroomwhilehersister

scoffedandcontinuedtodrinkherbeer.



AttheDuncan's...

Lornablewhernoseandscoffedreading"Actlikea

ladyandthinklikeaman"writtenbySteveHarvey.

Thebedroomopenedasherdaughterandson

madetheirwayin...

Apple:mama

Lorna:(withreddisheyes)awwheybabies

Saint:wethoughtweshouldcomeandsitwithyou

Lorna:whereisyourdad?

Apple:heleft

Lorna:(sighed)youknowimreadingthisbookandi

can'tstopponderingonthesetwoquotes,"Mencan

cheatbecausetherearesomanywomenwillingto

givethemselvestoamanwhodoesn'tbelongto

them.”andinthiscaseibelievePatiencegave

herselftomyhusbandhopingthathewillbethe

samemantoherasmethussheusedmy

weaknessasherstrengthintheirrelationshipand



thesecondonesays,"Butifhelovesyou,hewill

professit,hewillprovideforyou,andhewillprotect

you."Hasheprofessedhislovetome?Notinso

manyways,doesheprovideforme?Yes,doeshe

orhasheprotectedme?Idon'tthinksobecausehe

continuedtoshamemetoourhousehelperfor4

fullyearssowiththesetwoquotesnychildrenim

conflictedofwhattodo

Apple:(sighed)imightbeonly18mamabuti

believeimwiserthanthat.Thismanhashonestly

betrayedandshamedyoumama.Yesyoucouldn't

givehimbiologicalchildrenbutthereweremany

optionstohavingchildrenthusweareheretoday.If

hewantedabiologicalchildthatbadheshould

havebeenmoreopenandhonestwithyouaboutit

sothatyouseewhatyoucancompromisetomake

himhappy.Aren'trelationshipsallabout

compromising?

Lorna:theyare,wellkindofbutyes

Apple:andyoulovehimright?

Lorna:deeply



Apple:andibelieveyouwantnothingforhimbut

happinessright?

Lorna:ohyes

Apple:soyesifhewasmanenoughhewouldhave

seenthatandsatyoudowntotellyouthathewants

abiologicalchildandashislovingwifeyouwould

havecameupwithwaystoachievingthatbutnohe

chosetosleepwiththehelper.Outofallthepeople

hechosethehelpermomsoidon'tthinkneitherof

themdeserveyourmercy

Saint:imwithAppleonthisonemama

Lorna:butilovehimmykids

Saint:doesheloveyouenoughtorespectyou?

Apple:no

Lorna:butwhataboutyouguys?

Saint:mamawedon'tminddowngradingifneedbe

foryoutohavepeace.Youdeservebetterthanthis.

Appleandiarebrilliantkidswewildefinitelymake

itinlifeoneday

Lorna:it'snotaseasyasyouputitmykids



Apple:wegetthatmomhencewesaythedecision

isyoursbutmakesureit'sgoingtobenefityouat

theendoftheday

Saint:whateverdecisionyoumakeyouhaveour

supportbutdon'tletyourselfbeafooltwice.

Lornaheavedahugesighrealisingthattheywere

makingsense.Questionwas,wasshegoingtolet

hermarriageofsomanyyearsgodownthedrain

likethatorwasshegoingtoteachthewomenwho

havenoshameingettinginvolvedwithmarried

menandsayitsthementhatapproachedthema

lesson?

InMochudi...

Ronaparkedhercarafewmetresawayfromthe

houseandputascarfoverherhead,ahugehatand

sunglassesmakingherwaytothehugeyardwith

threehousesinit.Oneatthefarendrightcorner,



oneattheleftandtheotherinthemiddle.She

sighedandwentintothehutinthemiddleasa

womaninitburstintoalaugh...

Woman:whatapleasantsurprise

Rona:youknowicannotriskbeingseeninthisyard

Woman:justacceptthatyouareaheartlesswoman

hidingbehindachuchuniformRona.ReBatswana

relebalakabonako

Rona:Precioushasmessedup

Woman:imlistening

Rona:shewentandtiedherlifeupthinkingshe's

tyingMaya'slife

Woman:whatdidshedo?

Rona:sheusedherbloodwithherwitchdoctorin

Ranaka

Woman:(shookherhead)whycan'tyoujusttellthe

kidsthetruthRona?

Rona:youknowwhy



Woman:butyoukeepblockingherlifehowwillshe

beabletodoanythingforyouwhileyouare

stoppingherfrombeingsuccessful?

Rona:youknowwhy.Imblockingherlifesothat

Preciouscanaccumulateallweneed

Woman:butthingsarenotlookinggoodforyour

beloveddaughterRona

Rona:thatiswhyimhere.Iwantyoutoreversethe

curse

Woman:imgoingtoneedyoursister'sitemtobe

abletodothat

Rona:that'swhyibroughtoneofherfavourite

scarfs

Woman:okgood.Listenwhenacursehasbeen

castthroughblooditwon'tbethateasytoreverseit

butiwilltrymywholebest

Rona:pleasemakeithappen.Precioussuffering

meanstheendofmeandican'taffordtogo

throughsuch

Woman:tellyourdaughtertostopgoingto



scammersofwitchdoctors

Rona:sohowareyougoingtogoaboutit?

Woman:ifihaveMaya'sbloodparent'sscentiwill

beabletoreverseeverythingthatstupidwitch

doctorlocked

Rona:(sighedoutofrelief)pleasedothat

Shesaidtakingoutarollofmoneyfromherbraand

gaveittothewomanwhoburntsomeincenseand

startedcallingherpowersofdarkness.

Atthehospital...

LesedismiledmakingsureherlittleMarangwas

fuzzyenoughasTituscameinwithtwo

sandwichesandaboxofjuice...

Titus:ohtheybroughther



Lesedi:yeahshecheckedoutallthemedicaltests

sowecantakeherhometoday

Titus:ohwowthat'sgoodnewslove

Lesedi:yeahsomymomisonherway

Titus:ao?Already?

Lesedi:yeah

Titus:whydoifeellikeyouarerunningawaywith

mychildbabe

Lesedi:youknowwhyimrunningawaybabe

Titus:butbabeyouknowiassuredyouthatno

matterwhatPreciouswon'thaveaccesstothis

child

Lesedi:wedon'tknowmaybeshehasalreadywent

tothehouseanddidherblackmagictherewhilewe

areheresoidon'twanttotakeanyrisks

Titus:butimgoingtomissyou

Lesedi:comeonloveyoucanalwaysdrivetous

Titus:(sighed)oklovebutwhatifsheusesmeto

gettoyouguys?



Lesedi:doeverythingtoavoidherandwhenyou

knowyouarevisitingusyoushouldputsome

coursesaltinthewater

Titus:butwhatkindofawomanisPrecious,imean

whichsiblingintheirrightmindwouldnotwant

theirsiblingtonotbehappy?

Lesedi:letmetellyousomethingaboutsomeifnot

mostmothersmylove.Somemotherswhohave

morethan1childwillalwayshaveafavouriteandif

thatfavouritedoesnotmeetthestandardsyou

expectedfromthemyoucanendupblockingyour

otherchildren'ssuccessestofavouryourfavourite

Titus:butwhybabe?Imeantheyareallyour

childrensotheyaregoingtotakecareofyouno

matterwhatwhydoyouhavetoblocktheirwaysto

successandhappiness?

Lesedi:becauseyourfavouritewon'tbeoneof

them

Titus:itstilldoesn'tmakesense

Lesedi:haveyoueverlovedsomethingthatyou

don'twanttoloseitsoyouwanttoguarditalltimes



andmakesureit'ssafeandrespected?

Titus:yes

Lesedi:exactly,that'showamotherfeelsabouther

favoritechild.Onlyawickedmother

Titus:canweelopebecauseidon'twantmychildto

growupinthatkindofenvironment.

Lesedi:whodoyouwantMayatohaveonherback

withyouaway?

Titus:soyouthinkMayaistheleastfavorite?

Lesedi:(sighed)it'seitherMayaistheleast

favouriteorshe'snotyourbloodsibling

Titus:haibolove

Lesedi:youcanneverknowbabe.MaybeMayais

thatrelativewhoyourmomwishesyoursisterwas

likesosheblockedherlifeinfavourofPrecious

Titus:youarescaringmebecauseigrewupwith

MayacallingRonamomandRonacallingherher

daughter

Lesedi:somemotherscangobeyondextrato



securealifefortheirchildren.

Titus:andyoubelievetheseclothesarebewitched?

(Hesaidopeningthebin)

Lesedi:withoutadoubt.Imeanbabelookathow

PreciousisalwaysafterMayadon'tyouthinkshe

wouldwantyourlifetobestagnantaswell?How

longhaveyoubeenasupervisoratthatshop?Each

timewereceivedmoneyfromPreciousiwouldhave

complicationswiththepregnancytoanextendof

megivingbirthprematurelywhiletryingtodealwith

hermess.Soloveitshowsthatthiswomancan'tbe

trustedandifyoucareaboutyourchildandiyou

willdoasisay

Titus:(sighed)igetyouloveiguessihaveto

undergomyownprivateinvestigationtotryandfind

outwhatcouldbethereasonbehindPrecious's

animositytowardsMaya

Lesedi:dothatbuticanassureyouallisaidistrue.

Eithershe'snotyourbloodsiblingorshe'stheleast

favouritechild.



Asshesaidhermotherknockedandopenedas

theysmiledather.

Atthepolicestation...

Jorge'sfriendmadehiswayinwherebewasheld

ashesighedandwenttothebars...

Jorge:whattookyousolong

Officer:ihadtomakesureicomeherewhen

Kerengisnotaroundshouldheseemeiminforit

Jorge:thatmeansyouhavetoactfast

Officer:(checkedthecoast)myboyswillbehitting

thestupidlawyer'shousetomorrowevening

becausetheywillbeatchurchsodonotworry

Jorge:good.Can'tyouatleastmakethedocket

disappear?

Officer:thisisnotmystationremember



Jorge:whydon'tyouhavefriendsinallthese

stations?

Officer:astationledbyKerengisunlikelytohave

peoplelikeithismanisapaininthebutt

Jorge:(sighed)atleastwiththe...(checkedthe

coast)withevidencemissingistandachanceto

getoutofhere.Pleasemakesurethatthoseboys

carryouttheassignmentsuccessfully

Officer:iwillmakesureofthat.Ijustwantedto

comeandseeifitwastruesoletmegetgoi...

Kereng:justthemanimlookingfor(Jorge'sheart

skippedabeat)

Officer:aosir.(Saluted)goodday

Kereng:iseeyouhavecometocheckuponyour

friend

Officer:ahnohe'sjustadistantcousin

Kereng:ohreallyihopeyouarenotgivinghimfalse

hopesofficer

Officer:nosirijustcametoinformhimthatthere's

nowayhecandefeattheendsofjustice



Kereng:ok.Wellspeakingofjusticedoyoumind

comingwithmetomyoffice?

Officer:eishsirtimeisnotonmysideineedtogo

backtothestation

Kereng:ohdon'tworryiwilltalktoyourboss

Officer:ohok

HeswallowedlookingatJorgeashispalmssweat.

HewipedthesweatandfollowedconstableKereng

whileJorgepunchedtheairannoyed...

Jorge:shit!Pleaselethimbesmart.Please(he

sighed)

Kereng:soyourdistantcousin

Officer:yesconstable

Kereng:youvisithimalotactually

Officer:wellwearefamily

Kereng:hmminterestingbuthowwouldyouexplain



thisofficer

Heshowedhimaclipofhimtakingpliersfrom

Jorgeintheparkinglotwearingglovesashe

swallowedwithhisheartdroppingtothestomach...

Kereng:andbeforeyousayanythingthesearethe

exactpliersthatwerefoundinMayaMoeti'scarthe

samepliersmissingfromyour"distantcousin's"

servicekitandthesamepliersthatwereplantedat

MissMayaMoeti'shousewhichwerefoundbyher

sonandnephew.Thesamepliersthattempered

withthecarLukewasinwhichendedinafatal

accident.

Officer:(chuckled)siri...

Kereng:officeryouhavebeenofficiallyplaced

underarrestforconspiracytomurderandfalse

accusationsofMissMayaMoeti.Youhavetheright

to...ohnoyouknowthedrillsogivemeyourbadge,

gunandleadthewaytoyournewhome



Officer:aoMrKerengcan'twemaybe...

Kereng:noofficermoveit

Hesaidpushinghimoutashesniffedandwalked

outtryingtotalkhimselfoutofthesituation.

THATEVENING

AtJoshua'shouse...

AprilcheeredLucaswhileHerbertcheeredJoshua

astheyplayedaracinggamewithJoshua's

PlayStation...

Joshua:comeonHerbyineedmoreofthat

Herbert:uncleJosteponitmore

April:Lucas!Lucas!Lucas!

Joshua:Herberttheyarewinningpleaseshout



louder.Gosh!(LucasandAprillaughed)it'sbeena

whilesinceiplayedthegame

Herbert:showhimwho'sbossuncleJo

April:comeonLucicomeon!

ShesaidstandindinfrontofLucascheeringhim

evenlouderashegotdistractedandburstintoa

laugh.ThattimeJoshuatooktheadvantageand

passedhimwhileinthekitchenMayalaughedout

soloud.Shewenttothefryingpanandchecked

howfarherchickenwas...

April:Lucasno!

Joshua&Herbert:yeay!Yeay!Yeay!

TheyjumpedcelebratingasJoshualiftedHerbert

upswinginghimupintheairbuttheircelebration

wascutshortbyascreamingMayawhojumped

backasthefryerplugburstalmostelectrocuting

her.Thewholehouselightstrippedastheywent



quiet...

April:mama!

Joshua:stayputkidsit'sjustanelectricalfault

Hesaidtakinghisphoneandwenttothemain

switchputtingeverythingbackon...

Joshua:areyouokYaya?

Maya:yeahbutialmostgothurt

Joshua:whathappened?

Maya:iwasjustturningthechickenandtheplug

burstoutofnowhere

Joshua:sorryforthat.Usethestoveinsteadiwill

takethefryertomyelectriciantomorrowbefore

leavingtoseeifthere'sanyfaultwithit

Maya:yohguysigottheshockofmylifethere

Lucas:sorryaunty



Herbert:sorrymama

Maya:it'sokguysdinnerwillbereadyinafewok

Lucas:awesome.UncleJohowaboutround2while

wewaitforthedinner

Maya:Aprilcomehelpmesetthetable

April:butmauncleJoneedsmysupport

Joshua:yesplease

Maya:youguysaregoingtopayforthis

Theylaughedgoingforround2whileMayashook

herheadlookingatthealmostburntplugwhile

warminguptheoilonthestove.

LATERONINTHENIGHT

InMochudi...

WithRonaandNyashaasleepMosesjumped



throughthewallandwenttothebackdoor.Hetook

thekeyshecutforhimselfandunlockedthebutler

thenthekitchendoor.Hetiptoedinsideandwent

forthealarmbutRonaseemedtohaveforgottento

armit.Hesmiledandputonhisglovesthentook

outanewcleanknifegoingtoNyasha'sroom.He

strokedhismanhooduntilitwashardenoughfor

himtoputonacondomthenslowlyopened

Nyasha'sdoor.Apeacefullyasleep17yearoldgirl

ashesmiledgoingtoher.Heslowlyandcarefully

movedtheblanketsasNyashaturnedsleepingon

herback.HesmiledmoreasNyashatriedtopull

theblanketsbutquicklywokeupasshefelt

somethingpullingthemback.Comingfacetoface

withMosesshetriedtoscream butitwastoolate

asheputaclothonhermouthandnosewithhis

handonthecloth.Shetriedtofighthimbuthewas

toostrongashemovedherlegandforcedhimselin

her.Notgivingupshetriedbutitwastoolateashe

penetratedthroughherhymen.Tearsrolleddown

hereyesasthewilltofightdiedoff.Hesatisfied

himselfandashewasabouttoejaculatehe

stabbedheronthechest.Hefinishedandremoved



theknifeandstabbedhertwotimesmoreonher

chestthengotoffher.Hezippedhispantsand

madehiswayoutwithhisknifeleavingableeding

Nyashalyinginthepoolofherownblood.

^

^

^

^

^
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AtNale'shouse...

Herhusbandcameoutofthebathroomandfound

heronherphone...



Man:ithoughtyouwereasleep

Nale:ijustwokeup

Man:ok.Caniaskyousomething?

Nale:yeah

Man:iseverythingokbetweenPreciousandher

husband?

Nale:yeahwhydoyouask?

Man:Precioushasneverspentanighthere

Nale:isitaproblem?

Man:ididn'tsayit'saproblemjustthatiwantto

understandthereasonbehindit

Nale:wearefriendsandfriendssometimesdo

sleepovers

Man:idon'tdisputethatbutwhatimsayingisyou

guysneverdosleepovers

Nale:there'salwaysafirsttimeforeverythinglove

Man:ohwellbutwho'stakingcareofthehusbandif

she'sspendingthenighthere?



Nale:Lovemoreisnotcrippled

Man:ohokihearyoubutthisisjustodd

Nale:wellit'sexactlywhatimtellingyou

Man:okgoodnight

Nale:night

HegotinbedwhileNalelookedathimandshook

herhead.

AttheKavimba's...

Thewomandrewacirclejustbythegateand

coveredherselfwithablackclothandputherpoint

fingerinthemiddleoftheyardandmadeitin.

Lucas'sdogstartedbarkinginit'scageasshe

frownedlookingatit...

Lady:calmdowndoggydoggy



Shesaidtakingoutapieceofrawstakeandthrew

atthedogasitstartedeating.Shesmiledand

walkedaroundthehousedroppingsomeliquid

dropletsonallcornersofthehouse.Shewent

straighttowherePrecioustoldhersheburiedthe

thingsandstarteddigging.BackinChioma'shouse

shequicklywokeupasshefeltsomethingweighon

herchest.Shetriedtoswallowsalivabutitwastoo

hardforhertodoso.Sheshookherheadandgot

offbedgoingtoheralterandstartedpraying...

Chioma:Lordwhoeverisintroublerightnowi

speakyourpowerandprotectionoverthem.

Whoeveristryingtoharmtheirlifeisaytheyhave

nopower.Maytheynotsucceed.Maytheirplans

fail

ShecontinuedtopraywhileattheKavimba'sthe

ladysmiledtakingoutthebottle...



Lady:Preciousreallyneedstolearnalot.Sheneeds

tostartfocusing

ShesaidtakingoutLovemore'sitemsandputthem

inafreshbottlewhichhadagreenmixture.Sheput

thebottleintheholeandasshewasabouttocover

thewholeLovemoreputonthebedroomlightas

somethingbrokedonwstairs...

Lady:shit!

Shequicklydrewacircleonthegroundandputher

pointingfingerinthemiddleasshedisappeared.In

thehouseLovemorefrownedgoingoutofhisroom

tocheckwhatwasgoingon...

Lovemore:what'sgoingon?

Hesaidlookingaroundwithafrownandscoffed



goingbacktohisbedroom.

InMochudi...

Ronawokeupandheadedtothekitchentoget

water.Onherwaybacktothebedroomshe

frownedseeinghergranddaughter'sdooropen...

Rona:thisgirl,howdoesshesleepwithadooropen

likethis

Shesighedandheadedtothebedroomonlytoget

theshockofherlifeseeingNyashasoakedinthe

blood...

Rona:heebathongwhathappenedhere?Nyasha!?

Nyasha!Thusang!Thusang!(Help)



ShesaidshakinganunresponsiveNyashatryingto

wakeherup...

Rona:bathongwhathappenedhereohngwanake

bathong.Bathongtlhethusang!Thusang!

(Somebodyhelp)

Shesaidcryingrunningtotherroomforherphone

andpressedtheemergencybutton.Shewipedher

tearsandcalledPrecious...

Precious:(inhersleep)mama

Rona:Precious,Nyasha,hurryupplease

Precious:(satup)whataboutNyasha?

Rona:she'sbleedingPreciouspleasehurryup

Precious:whatdoyoumeanshe'sbleeding?

Rona:itlookslikesomenehasstabbedher

Precious:(heartskipped)what!?



Rona:ihavecalledthesecuritycompanyweare

goingtotakehertotheclinicmakesurewefindyou

inMarina

Precious:whatthehell!?Nochildofmineisgoing

toMarinatellthemtotakehertoGPH(Shehungup)

Nale!

Sheshoutedhernamechangingintohertracksuit

whileRonarushedbacktothebedroomafter

openingthegateandcheckedNyasha'spulse...

Rona:aoModimowame(ohLord)

Shesaidnotfeelingathingwhileoutsidethe

securitycompanydrovein...

Rona:comeinthedoorisnotlocked

Man:good...heebannamagrizawhathappened

here?Gogettheglovesinthecar.



Rona:whatdoesitlooklike?Stopaskingme

questionsandhelpmetakehertotheclinic

Man:yoh

Hesaidputtingonglovesandcarefullylifted

NyashaupgoingtothecarwhileRonacamewitha

towel,laiditoutonthebackseatastheylaidher

downandputherheadonRona'slaps.Oneman

lockedthehouseandtookthecarkeysasthey

spedofftotheclinic.OnherwayoutwithNale

PreciouscalledLovemoreagainwhofinally

answered...

Lovemore:whatdoyouwantPreciousimsleeping

Precious:yourdaughterisinjuredwenayouhave

timetobesleeping

Lovemore:excuseme?

Precious:mymotherjustcalledmenowitlookslike

someonebrokeinthehouseandstabbedNyasha

Lovemore:(jumpedoutofbed)what!?



Precious:yeshurryuptheywillfindusinGPH

mamasaidshecalledthesecuritytocomeandhelp

takehertotheclinic.Theclinicwillbringherthis

side

Lovemore:(sighedhangingup)whywhywhy?

Hesaidchangingintotracksuitsandquickly

grabbedhiscarkeysrushingout.

45MINUTESLATER...

Lovemoredroveinthehospitalsametimeasthe

ambulanceandheadedinsidefindingPreciousand

Nalebythereception...

Lovemore:whereismydaughter?

Precious:theyarenothereyet



AsshesaidthemedicscameinpushingNyashaon

astretcher...

Dr:whathappened?

Medic:17yearoldfemaleteenagerwith3stab

woundsonthechest.Hadlostalotofbloodand

unconscious

Precious:Nyasha!

Dr:ma'ampleasestepback

Precious:don'ttellmetostepbackthisismy...

Lovemore:Preciousplease!

Dr:findoutwhichtypesheisandcallthelabfor

blood.Ibelieveyouarefamily?

Lovemore:yesweareherparents.She'stypeB

Dr:wewillupdateyouoncewehavemanagedto

resuscitateher.Nurseshe'stypeB

SherushedofftowheretheytookNyashawhile



Preciousswallowedsittingdown...

Precious:imgoingtolosemydaughter.Ican't

affordtolosemy...

Nale:don'tworryfriendtheyaregoingtosaveher

Precious:didyouseehowshelookedNale?She

hasbloodalloverher,mydaughterisgoingtodie

(sheburstintotears)

Lovemore:(sighed)mamawhathappened?

Rona:(sniffed)iwokeuptogogetwaterandwheni

wenttomybedroomirealisedthatherbedroom

doorwasopen.Iwentthereandfoundherinalotof

bloodthencalledforhelp

Lovemore:didsomeonebreakin?

Rona:notherewasnosignofbreakingin

Lovemore:soit'ssomeonewhohaskeys?

Rona:noonehasmyhousekeysbesidesPrecious

Lovemore:butit'sdefinitelysomeonewhohasyour

keys.Whataboutyourgardener?



Rona:hedoesn'thavekeys

Precious:(sniffed)andhe'sjustaveryquietand

wellmanneredpersonhewouldn'tdosomething

likethis

Lovemore:howsureareyouaboutthat?

Precious:reallynowLovemore?Ourchildisfighting

forherlifeandyouarehereworriedaboutMoses?

Lovemore:imtryingtofigureoutwhathappened

here

Precious:Moseswouldneverdosuchathing.He

hasbeenworkingformamafor4yearsnowand

everyholidaysNyashaisalwaysvisitingmama.If

hewasaheartlesspersonhewouldhavelongdone

whathappened

Lovemore:ifit'snothimthenwhoisit?

Precious:wedon'tknowLovemoregeez.Wewere

nottherewhenallthishappened!

Rona:don'tshoutatyourhusbandlikethat

Precious:he'sbusyaskingthesamequestionwhile

imtellinghimthatMosescanneverdosomething



likethisandit'sannoying

Lovemore:youbelievewhatyouwantbutimnot

goingtorestuntilifindthepersonwhodidthisto

mydaughter.Didyoucallthepolice

Rona:no

Lovemore:whynot?

Rona:everythinghappenedtoofast

Lovemore:whatifthatpersongoesbacktothe

houseandgetsridoftheevidence?

Rona:(sighed)ididn'thavetimetothinkaboutalot

ofthingsalliwantedwastosavemydaughter

Precious:whodidyouleaveLucaswith?

Lovemore:LucasiswithMaya

Precious:what!?

Lady:ma'ampleasekeepitdown

Precious:whatisLucasdoingatthatwoman's

house?Lovemoredoyouwanttoloseallyour

children?Gotakemysonfromthatwomanbefore

wehaveaproblem



Lovemore:LucasisfinewithMayaactuallyhe'sa

lotsafer

Rona:whatareyoutryingtosay?

Lovemore:selfishpeoplearehardlygoodparents

Precious:Lovemore!?

Nale:Preciouscalmdownyouhaveyourdaughter's

healthtofocuson

SheswallowedlookingatNaleandquietlysatback.

BackinMochudiMosesmadewaybacktoRona's

houseandwentintothehouse.Withglovesonand

plasticsonhisshoes,hetookatrashbagandputin

Nyasha'sstainedsheetsandpillow.Heturnedthe

baseandputfreshsheetsthencleanedthewhole

room,wipingeverycornerforfingerprintsorany

formofDNAandlefttakingthetrashbagwith

sheetsinside.BackatthehospitalLovemore

checkedthetimeanditwasafewminutesafter

2amasthedoctorfinallycame...



Precious:Drpleasetellmethatmydaughterisok

Dr:ma'amyourdaughterhasslippedintoacomma

butwehavemanagedtogivehersomebloodas

shelostalotofit.Theknifemissedhervitalorgans

thatiswhywearecertainshewillwakeup

Lovemore:whencanweseeher?

Dr:iwouldadviceyoutocomelaterthismorningso

thatwekeepacloseeyeonherfromnowuntil

visitinghours

Lovemore:ok

Dr:there'ssomethingelsesir

Lovemore:ok?

Dr:yourdaughterwasraped

All:what!?

Dr:yes.WehavemanagedtocollecttheDNA

samplesoftheperpetratorsowewillneedallthe

suspectsnamessothatwetesttheirsagainstthe

onewegotfromyourdaughter

Lovemore:okdrthankyouwillgetbacktoyouon



thatone

Dr:thanks

ShesaidleavingwhileLovemorescratchedhis

headwhilehiswifecriedinNale'shandswithRona

speechless...

Rona:butididn'tevenhearascreamormovement

Lovemore:thisiswhyyouhavetocallthepolice

let'sgotothestationrightnow

Rona:Pmybabyimsosorry

Lovemoreclickedhistongueandwenttohiscaras

NalefollowedhimwithPreciousandRonaridingin

hercar.

LATERTHATMORNING



AtJoshua'shouse...

Hegotoutoftheshowerashisphonerangand

answeredwhilechoosingwhattowear...

Joshua:Duncan

Duncan:aoithoughtyoumightstillbeinbed

Joshua:Maitengweisnotnearbysowehaveto

leaveearlyforustoarriveearly

Duncan:ohok.Eishmonnannaithinkimgoingto

getdivorced.MywifeaskedPatiencetoleave

yesterdayandshesaidshe'snotgoinganywhere

andthatourchildwasmovingin.ThatthrewLorna

offandshekickedallofusout

Joshua:whatdidyouexpect?

Duncan:comeonJoshuadon'tbelikethat

Joshua:likewhat?Whatdidisaytoyouthefirst

timeyoutoldmeaboutPatience?(Hekeptquiet)

andwhatwasyourresponse?(Hekeptquiet)you



knowineveracknowledgedyourbehaviourbutwho

imitojudgeyou?That'swhyijustletyoube.Idon't

havetimetoberunningbehindagrownman

advicinghimagainstsomethingthathecanseeis

notrighttodo

Duncan:idon'twanttolosemywifenormychild

Joshua:thenapplyforfullcustody

Duncan:whatifLornadoesn'tacceptthechild?

Joshua:thechancesofherdoingsoareveryhigh

andwouldyoublameherifshewantedadivorce?

Duncan:iknowLornaisn'tadomesticatedwoman

butshemeetsotherqualitiesofawifehencei

marriedher

Joshua:butsti2lyouchosetodisrespecther

Duncan:whatdoido?

Joshua:there'snothingyoucando.Thesurvivalof

yourmarriageliesinherhandsandshouldshe

forgiveyouyoushouldmakesureyoudorightby

herinordertobuildthetrustagain

Duncan:let'shopeso.Anywaytravelsafebuddy



Joshua:thanks.Youaregoingtotheofficeright?

Duncan:yeahimgoingwiththisyounglad

Joshua:youarenottakinghimtohismother?

Duncan:no,notuntilthismatterhasbeenresolved

Joshua:oksirbutmakesureyoufindaschoolfor

himinGabsduringtheweekend

Duncan:isurewill

Joshua:cheers

Duncan:cheersbuddy

TheyhungupasDuncansighedsittingback.His

phonerangandhecutthecall.Patiencecalledhim

againbuthecutitandputitonflightmode.

MeanwhileJoshuafinishedgettingreadyand

headeddownstairswherehefoundeveryone

waitingforhim...

Joshua:arewereadytohittheroad?



Herbert&April:yes!

Joshua:wonderful.Lucasyouareokright?

Lucas:yeahdadsaysicangotheywillmakesure

mysisterpullsthrough

Joshua:good.Kindlymakesureyouhaveallyour

bagswhileigowarmupthecar

Maya:letmefollowyouwithmyhandbagfirst

Shechuckledfollowinghimoutwhilethekids

doublecheckedtheirluggage.Hewenttothe

driver'ssidewhileMayaopenedthefrontpassenger

side.HeputtheykeyintheignitionwhileMaya

openedherhandbagcheckingheritems.Joshua

turnedthekeyandassoonastheengineran

somethingburstintheengineasthebonnetdoor

flewopenwiththewholefrontcatchingaflame

whiletheybothranback.Hequicklygrabbedthe

fireextinguisherasthekidscamerunningafter

hearingMaya'sscream.

^
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Mayafinishedtheglassofwaterasshesighed

givingLucastheglass...

Lucas:areyouokaunty?

Maya:yeahiwillbefineit'sjustshock

Lucas:okanysignsofwhatcouldhavehappened

uncleJo?

Joshua:idon'tseeanythingbutmymechanicsays

hewillbehereanymomentfromnow

Maya:maybethisisasignthatweshouldn'tgo



anywhere

Joshua:idon'tthinkso

Maya:imagineifthishappenswhileinthemiddleof

theroad

Joshua:don'tspeaklikethat

Maya:nosomeonewantsmedead

Lucas:aunty

Maya:firstitwastheplugandnowthecar?Nothis

isnotacoincidence

Joshua:Lucastakethekidsinsideplease

Lucas:comeguys(theyleft)

Joshua:Maya

Maya:noJoshuaihavealotofbadluckonmy

backandican'tgetyouinvolvedaswellsoyoucan

goalonewewillstaybehind

Joshua:imnotgoinganywherealoneMayaweare

goingtogetherasagreed.Myfamilyisexpecting

youguys



Maya:youcantellthemwehadanemergencyi

can'taffordtoputyourlifeatrisk

Joshua:youknowifyoustartfearingnowthat's

whenallthosethingswillstarttomanifestinyour

life?

Maya:ihaven'tfoundpeaceeversinceifoundthat

matchboxJoshua.

Joshua:butimnotgoingtoletyoudrownyourself

andallowwhateverishappeninggettoyou.

Nothingisgoingtohappentoyouaslongasim

withyouthaticanassureyouof

Maya:howdoyouknowthat?

Joshua:trustmeMaya.Ifyouweretodie,the

electricshockfromlastnightcouldhavedonethat

andlookyouhavejustsurvivedanotherincident

Maya:whatifidon'tsurvivethenext?

Joshua:youbelievetherewillbeanother?

Maya:Joshuathingis...

Joshua:Mayastartthinkingpositively.Yesboloibo

tengboatshela(yesthere'switchcraft)butittakes



onetoprotectthemselvesfromitbykeepingtheir

headupandspeakingpositivityinyourlife.One

thingthat'sgoingtokillyourenemiesisseeingyou

flourishwhiletheythinktheyaretakingyoudown

andifyoustartdraggingyourselfandbenegative

abouteverythingthat'swhenyougivethempower

tofinishyouoff.Nowtrustmewhenisaywhenyou

arewithmeyouaresafe.Notjustfromphysical

harmbutfromspiritualharmaswell(shesighed)

doyoubelievethat?

Maya:mmh

Joshua:imgoingtoneedastrongerresponse.

Maya:yesidobelievethatwhenimwithyouim

safe

Joshua:(smiled)nowgivemeahug

Shesmiledstandingandhuggedhimasshefelt

calmnessoverherandwasassuredthatindeedshe

wassafeinhisarms.ThegatebellrangasJoshua

openedforthemechanicwhodroveinandstarted

attendingthecar...



Man:it'sgoingtoneedmetolookatitoverthe

weekendMrKgang

Joshua:it'snoproblemihaveorderedanother

biggercaritwillbearrivinginnotime.Weare

travellingsoidon'twantustouseasmallcar

Man:oksirletmecallthetowtruckwhileyouare

waitingonthecar

Joshua:sure.Lucas!?

Lucas:yesuncleJo?

Joshua:askyourdadifthecarhasleftthegarage

yet

Lucas:okuncleJo

HecalledhimwhileJoshuaandMayalookedatthe

mechanicgivingthecaraquicklookwithJoshua's

handoverMaya'sshouldersandhersaroundhis

waist.



AtNale'shouse...

Preciouspacedupanddownthediningareawhile

NaleandRonaquietlylookedather.Shescoffed

shakingherheadasRonasighed...

Rona:okenoughnowPreciousyouaregoingto

makeyourselfdizzy

Precious:isityourchildlyingonthathospitalbed?

Nosopleasedon'ttellmewhattodo

Nale:Pcalmdown

Precious:calmdownforwhat?Huh?Mydaughter

hasbeenrapedbysomemaniacwhowentbackto

cleanafterhismessNale,myoneandonly

daughterisfightingforherlife,atonly...(swallowed

astearsfilledhereyes)she'sonly17Nale,only

seven...ohlord(sheburstintotearssittingdown)

Nale:it'sgoingtobeokmylove.AllthatNyasha

needsisforustobestrongforhersothatshepulls

through



Precious:howisshegoingtogetthroughthisNale?

How!?

Rona:(swallowed)babywewillbehereforher

Precious:don'tyoudarewenamamadon'tyoudare!

Nale:(softly)P

Precious:noNale,ientrustedherwithmy

daughter'slifeandwhatdoesshedo?Sheputsher

lifeindanger

Rona:Precious

Precious:(sniffedwipinghertearsandstoodup)

yesisn'titwhatyoualwaysdowithyourdaughters?

Huh?

Rona:okPreciousigetthatyouare...

Precious:imnotangryRonaimlivid!

Nale:Precious...

Precious:shutupNale!Youshutit!WenaRonaim

nevergoingtoforgiveyouforwhatyouhavedone

tomydaughterhowcanyousacrifiseyourown

bloodlikethathuh?



Rona:Preciouswhatareyoutalkingabout?

Precious:ohpleaseRonadon'tactlikeyouareholy.

Youarenothingbutacrookedwitchhidingbehinda

churchuniform.Imeanexplainhowdoesallofthis

happeninyourpresenceandyoupretendyoudidn't

hearathing?Howdoesonegoinandoutofyour

housethateasilywithyounothearingathingand

whydidyounotcallthepolicefirsthand?Huh?Why?

Answerme!?

Rona:(swallowed)ithinkishouldgetgoing

Nale:nomayouarenotgoinganywherePreciousis

justoverlyemotionalshewillbefine.Pplease...

Precious:overlyemotional?Sheshouldgobecause

shehasnoplacehere.Ifyouthinkmychild'slifeis

adiceandcanbegambledwiththenyouhave

anotherthingcoming.Formychildreniwillleave

nostoneunturnedyouwoman

Nale:Precioustlhemma...

Precious:NyashaisnotyournaiveMaya!



Sheclickedhertonguegoingtothebedroomwhile

Ronashookherhead...

Nale:letmemakeyouanothercupofteatohelp

youcalmdownmamaPreciousjustdoesn'tknow

howtodealwiththeshock

Rona:whyimigettingblamed?

Nale:shejustneedssomeonetotakeoutherpain

onunfortunatelyithadtobeyoubutiwillsurely

calmherdown

Rona:pleasedosobecauseattherateshe'sgoing

shemightendupsayingandexposingthingsshe

shouldn't

Nalesighedgoingtothekitchenwhileupstairs

Nale'shusbandquietlywentbacktothebedroom.

Helookedinthemirrorwithalotofquestionsinhis

mind.

AtKavimba'shouse...



Hisphonerangashegotoffhiscarandanswered...

Lovemore:Chi

Chioma:hiigotyourmessagesorryforgetting

backtoyousolatemymorninghasbeencrazy

busy

Lovemore:it'sokyouareabusywomansoi

understand

Chioma:howareyouholdingup,howisthegirl?

Lovemore:ijustgothomefromthehospitaland

there'sstillnochange.She'sstillinacomma

Chioma:ohimsosorry.Iwilldefinitelyputherin

myprayers

Lovemore:soisthisthedarkcloudyouaretalking

about?

Chioma:maybebutlikeisaidit'stimeyoupaidyour

healeravisit

Lovemore:whenwillifindtimetogotoZimwhile



mydaughterisfightingforherlife?

Chioma:youshouldmaketimethoughorelseyou

willbeputtingyourlifeatrisk

Lovemore:iwillseewhattodo

Chioma:where'syourson?

Lovemore:theywillbemakingtheirwayto

Maitengweanytimefromnow.Thecartheyplanned

touseseemedtohaveanelectricalfaultsoirented

theguyonefromthegarage.

Chioma:ohok

Lovemore:doyoumindaccompanyingmetothe

hospitallatertocheckonNyasha?Maybeprayfor

herorsomething

Chioma:(sneered)imnotamiracleperforming

personMrKimjustsomeonewhoseesandreveals

thingstopeople

Lovemore:iunderstandthatbutyouneverknow

maybeyourprayersmightdowonders

Chioma:(chuckled)iwillgowithyoutothehospital

butdon'texpectanythingfromme



Lovemore:that'sallineed(theychuckled)

Chioma:whatdidthepolicesay?

Lovemore:theculpritwentbacktothehouseto

cleansoit'sdefinitelysomeonewhoknowstheold

womanandhasbeeneyeingmydaughter

Chioma:doyouknowanyone?

Lovemore:ihonestlythinkthegardenermightknow

something

Chioma:onethingaboutagutfeelingisthatit

neverliestoyousodon'tallowyourselftobemade

tothinkotherwisealwaysfollowyourgutuntilthe

lastblow

Lovemore:iwilldoso.Anywayseeyoulaterneh

Chioma:noproblem.Ciao

Lovemore:bye

Hesaidopeningthedoorandrememberedhe

hasn'tgiventhedogit'sbreakfastandhasn'teven

hearditbarking.Heputsomedogbitesinajarand



headedouttothecageashesawitsleeping.The

closerhegotthemoreherealisedthatsomething

wasnotonwithit...

Lovemore:Lucas?Lu...ah

Hesaidquicklyopeningthecageashesawblood

comingoutofitsnoseandit'sgumsallswollen...

Lovemore:noLucaswhathappenedtoyoudoggy?

Hefrownedseeingaboneofsteakandtookhis

phonecallingthevet.Hemadehiswaytothehouse

butstoppedashesawahipofsoiljustbythefar

endofthehouse.Hewenttoitstilltalkingtothe

animaldoctorandstoppedlookingintheholeand

sawabottlewithagreenmixture.Hefrowned

lookingupanditwasjustbelowthemainbedroom

ashescoffedandlookedintheholeagain...



Lovemore:oksirseeyoujustnow(hehungup)

whatinthelivinghellisgoingonhere?

Hesaidtakingpicturesandexaminedthehole

noticingthatitwasdugnotoncebuttwice.He

scoffedandwenttothehousecallinghisauntback

inZimbabwe.

AttheDuncan's...

LornasatonthecouchafteropeningforPatience

whowentstraighttothehouseandopenedthedoor

withoutknocking...

Patience:whereismychild!?Duncan!?Duncan!?

Junior!?Duncancomeoutwithmychildnow!Lorna

where'smychild?(Shequietlylookedather)don't

stareatmelikethatandgivememychild!Ifyoudid

somethingtomychildisweartoyouaregoingto

regretit!Imgoingtocallthepoliceandhaveyou...



Lornagrabbedonherneckandclosedherairpipes

asshegaggeddroppingherphone...

Lorna:youhavethenerveofcomingintomyhouse

andshoutlikeyouareatsomefreedomsquare

Patience:(gagging)youare...you...youare...

Lorna:imwhat?Blockingyourairpipes?Yesthat's

exactlyhowimfeelingrightnowPatienceafter...

Sheletgoofherneckandslappedherwiththe

backofherhandasshefellonthecouchcoughing

holdingherneck...

Lorna:afterallthatihavedoneforyouandthisis

thethanksiget?Ihavebeennothingbutgoodto

youPatience,itrustedyouwithmylifePatiencei

toldyoueverythingiwasgoingthroughwithmy

husbandkantewenaallthistimeyouarelaughing

behindmybackhuh?SoimafoolPatience



Patience:Lorna...

Shewentontopofherandclosedherpipeswith

bothofherhandsthistimearoundasPatience

gaggedtryingtogetheroffofher...

Lorna:imafoolPatience?Wellletmetellyou

something,youhavemessedwiththewrongfool

(sheletgoofherasshegaspedandcoughedforair)

imgoingtoteachyoualessonyouarenevergoing

toforget.Ifyouthinklosingyourbreathforafew

secondsispainfulthenyoubetterbraceyourself

becauseit'sabouttogetevenmessierforyounow

getthehelloutofmyhouseandneversetfoothere!

Patience:youaregoingtopayforthis

Lorna:isaidgetoutbeforeidosomethingimight

regret!Outslut!

Shesaidjerkingheroffthecouchandpushedher

out.Shepickedherphoneandthrewitather...



Lorna:iftheyaskyouwhathappenedtoyoutell

themthatyoufuckedthewrongwoman'shusband.

Bloodyshit!

Sheslammedthedoorandclickedhertongue.She

breathedheavilypacingaroundthelivingroomas

emotionsgotthebetterofher.Forhowlongwas

shegoingtoblockhertears?Shesatdownputher

faceinherhandsandfinallybrokedown.

InLedumang...

Lewiswhistledalongtothemusicplayingfromhis

phonewhilemarkinghisstudentsexampapers.A

knockcamethroughashewelcomedthepersonin...

Thabo:(smiled)ifitsnotmyfavouriteteacher

Lewis:(sighed)whatdoyouwantThabo?



Thabo:comeonloveloosenup,it'saFridayand

schoolsareclosingtodaywhyareyouuptight?

Lewis:pleasesaywhatyouwanttosayandleave

myofficeihavealotofworktodo

Thabo:eventoobusyforaquickybeforethe

weekendfestivitiescommence...

Knowinghowgoodhemadehimfeelthelasttime,

hegottemptedbutit'sthefactthathestolefrom

himandwasusingitagainsthimthatturnedhim

off...

Thabo:yes?No?

Lewis:Thabogetoutofmyface

Thabo:comeonhoneyyouknowican...

Lewis:isaidgetthehelloutofmyfaceyoungboy!

Thabo:yoh,chillbruhimnotheretofightdon'tbe

takingoutyourclawsonme(hegavehimastare)

oklook,it'sfridaysomyboysandiaredefinitely



hittingthestreetssoibelieveyouknowthedrill

right?

Lewis:youdon'thavetoremindme

Thabo:goodiseehowmuchyouloveyourwork

seeyoulaterboobooandjustsoyouknowidon't

likewaiting

Lewis:yeahwhatever

HewinkedathimandleftwhileLewissighedsitting

back.Anideapoppedupinhisheadashechuckled

packingthepapersaway...

Lewis:imgoingtoteachthislittlebastardalesson

hewillneverforget.Etlaarealebagayjaanaaboae

shemalabofelo(hewon'tevenlooktwiceatagay

manthenexttime)(clickedhistongue)nkatlago

tallwakengwanakelekana,yeses(imnotgoingto

bewalkedoverbyachildwhenimthisold)

Hesaidtakinghisvaluablesandmadewaytohis



house.

Atthebarracks...

Mopatilaughedgoingintotheirofficeashefound

hisfriendonaphonecall.Heputhisstethoscope

onthedeskandswunghischairwaitingforhimto

finish...

Kitso:good.Iwantnomistakesyouhear?Good(he

hungup)boy

Mopati:ssuppapi

Kitso:youareinagoodmood?

Mopati:it'saFridaymyguytimetoletloose

Kitso:mmhfinddowntoearthladiesnotthat

uptightthingofyours

Mopati:yeahwhatever.Whowereyouonthephone

with?



Kitso:oneofmyboys

Mopati:plan?

Kitso:letmejustsaythatsisbhutinonsensewillbe

remindedofhistruesexualitybytheendofthe

night

Mopati:ohyeah?

Kitso:imtellingyou.NobodymesseswithKitsoand

getsawaywithit.Goodthingaboutitisthathe

won'tknowwhoitwas

Mopati:yeahnehanywayimdoneforthedaysoi

willbegoingtomyhouse

Kitso:ohokiwillbeoutbylunchiwilltalktoyou

Mopati:surepa

Kitsotookacardandmadehiswayoutwhile

Mopatismiledlookingathim.Hescoffedandtook

histhingsmakinghiswayout.

InMochudi...



LovemoremadehiswayintoRona'syardandfound

Mosesrakingoutside...

Lovemore:goodday

Moses:gooddaysirhowareyou?

Lovemore:fineandyourself?

Moses:(sighed)whatcanwesaysir,madamcalled

me

Lovemore:ohisee.Soit'sjustyouhere?

Moses:yessir

Lovemore:tellmehowoldareyou?

Moses:33

Lovemore:howlonghaveyoubeeninBotswana?

Moses:5yearsnow

Lovemore:andhowlonghaveyoubeenworkingfor

MmaMoeti?

Moses:4years



Lovemore:wherewouldyoubewhenevericome

here?

Moses:idon'tworkonSaturdaysandSundayssir

Lovemore:ok.Doyouknowanyothermalewho

knowsMmaMoeti?

Moses:no,notreallysir

Lovemore:soyouaretheonlymanthatgoesinand

outofthisyard?

Moses:yessir

Lovemore:doyouhaveawifeandkids?

Moses:nosir

Lovemore:ohsowhoareyouheretomakemoney

for?

Moses:myself

Lovemore:alright.SohowoftendoesMmaMoeti

leaveyoualonewiththehouse?

Moses:acoupleoftimesinamonth

Lovemore:whenwasthelasttime?



Moses:twodaysago,shewentforameetingat

church

Lovemore:soitwasjustyouandNyasha?

Moses:yessir

Lovemore:ok.Doyouknowanyoneherebesides

thisfamily?

Moses:notreallysir

Lovemore:ohthankyousomuchweshallmeet

againsomeothertime

Moses:oksirnoproblemtravelsafeandmayyour

daughterbewell

Lovemore:ohtrustmeshewillandthepersonwho

didthisisgoingtoregreteverputtingtheirfilthy

handsonher

HesaidgoingtohiscarwhileMosesswallowedas

hisheartskippedabeat.Itwasthetonein

Lovemore'svoicethatgottohimbuthejustscoffed

andbrusheditoff.InhiscarLovemoresquinthis

eyesandclickedhistonguestartingtheengine.



AtBianca'shood...

Sheparkedhercarafewmetersawayfromher

houseandcheckedthecoastgoingtoheryard

leavingthecarunlocked.InhiscarLewisshookhis

headlookingather...

Lewis:mmonejaakaaseselajaakamoloiyomeno

mantshosies(justlookathertip-toeinglikeawitch

sheis)

Hewaitedforhertogetinthehouseasheclicked

histongueandgotoffhiscargoingtohers.He

checkedifitwaslockedashewentinandlaidon

onthebackseat.Biancagotwhatshewantedand

wentbacktohercarasshesighedgettingin...

Bianca:yohbathongretsilegoitshokodisabo

Bianca(wearegoingtomakeourlivesalivinghell)



Lewis:(satup)mmhkemokgwawamoloi,bantse

felajalo(that'sawitchforyou,that'showtheyare)

Shefrozewithhereyeswidenedandhandsonthe

steeringwheelwhileherheartraced.
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Lewis:gaonagorotolamatlhojaloBianca(youare

notgoingtowidenyoureyeslikethat)

Bianca:(chuckled)friend

Lewis:don'tfriendBiancawherehaveyoubeen



hiding?

Bianca:hiding?(Chuckled)whatareyoutalking

about?

Lewis:imnotheretoplaygameswithyouBiancai

wantmymoney

Bianca:whyareyouactingasifisaidiwasgoingto

runawaywithyourmoneyLewis?

Lewis:whatdoyoucallwhatyouhavebeendoing

Bianca?Iwantmymoneyandiwantitnow.It's2

daysafterpaydaymmaetsho

Bianca:likeisaidihaveproblemswithmyaccounts

Lewis:Biancaomaakaomaakafelaamantsho

Bianca(youarealiar).Abankwillnevertakeso

longtofixanyproblemwithyouraccounts.Please

paymebeforewehaveaproblem.Ihaveplansfor

thatmoneykanagaontibileobonaBillGatesmma?

(OrdoyouseeBillGateswhenyoulookatme)

Bianca:isthedramahonestlynecessary?

Lewis:mma!?(Chuckled)Biancasebatlegonteka

tlhemma,keagokopaBianca(don'ttrymeplease,i



begyouBianca)

Bianca:gonemmehowdidyouevengetintomycar?

Lewis:that'sbesidesthepointimwaitingforthe

transfer

Bianca:Lewiswhatisitthatyoudon'tunderstand

whenitellyouthatidon'thavemoneyrightnow?

Lewis:whydidyouparkhereifyouwantedtogoto

yourhouse?Isthatnotasignofyoutryingtohide

fromsomething?

Bianca:youarejustreadingtoomuchintothis

Lewishonestly

Lewis:givemeyourphone

Bianca:why?

Lewis:Biancajustbringyourphone

Bianca:noLewisimnotgoingtogiveyoumyphone

beforeyoutellmewhatyouwanttodowithit

Lewis:(clickedhistongue)waitsewantlwaela

Bianca(youaregettingwaytoooverfamiliarwith

me)



Hesaidgettingoffthecarandopenedthedriver's

side...

Bianca:whatareyoudoingLewis?

Lewis:youthinkimheretoplaygameswithyouneh?

(Tookthekeyoutoftheignition)imgoingtoteach

youagoodlesson

Bianca:Lewis!?

Lewis:(tookherhandbag)youaregoingtoget

theseonceyougivememymoney

Bianca:Lewiswhathasgottenintoyou!?

Lewis:getoutofthecarBianca

Bianca:noareyoucrazy

Lewis:iseeyouthinkI'mheretogigglewithyou

Heclickedhistongueandpulledheroutandwent

inside...



Bianca:Lewis!

Helockedthedoors,startedthecaranddroveto

thegatewhileBiancaclickedhertonguegoingto

hiscar.Whileshecheckedifhiswaslockedhe

drovehersinheryard,wentthroughherbagand

checkedthehousekeysandtheywerethere,he

checkedifalldoorsandwindowswereclosedand

lockedandwalkedoutwhileBiancapacedhisway

clickinghertonguenonestop...

Bianca:Lewisgivememybelongings

Lewis:areyougoingtogivememymoney

Bianca:Lew...

Lewis:eh!Zipit,untilyougivememymoneyyou

willgetyourthingsback

Bianca:wheredoyouexpectmetosleepLewis?

Howdoyouexpectmetogettowork?



Lewis:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbeforeo

simololagoseselaokareophokojweesiakanama

ebodileng.(Beforeyoustartedtiptoingaroundlike

ajackalgettingawaywithrottenmeat)(ThrewP20

noteather)seehowyougettoworkmydear

Bianca:imgoingtoreportyou

Lewis:gorightaheadnana.Awenawareketsilego

lopelabotsalakamadiame?(Doyouthinkimgoing

tobuyfriendshipwithmymoney)Iworkhardfor

thatmoneyBianca.Imnotabusinessownerlike

you(scoffed)that'sifyouareevenone

Bianca:Lewis!

Lewis:youknowhowtogetholdofmebooboo.

Ciao

Hesaidgettinginhiscaranddroveoffwhilea

shockedBiancastoodthereandclappedonce...

Bianca:didhejust...



Shechucklednotbelievingwhatjusthappenedand

headedtothebustoptocatchacombi.

BackinMochudi...

Lovemoreslowlydrovearoundthehoodand

stoppedatthe5thhouseafterRona's.Hemadehis

wayintheyardwherehefoundanelderlywoman

sortingoutherbeans...

Lovemore:dumelamama

Woman:(smiled)hellomysonicanspeakenglish

Lovemore:(chuckled)yohiwaswonderinghowwe

weregoingtobeablecommunicate.Anywaydoyou

knowthewomanstayinginthe5thhousefromhere

thisside?

Woman:RonaMoeti,yesidoknowherwegoto

churchtogether

Lovemore:ohnice.Doyouknowthemanwho



cleansforher?

Woman:Moses?Yeshecleansformetooon

Saturdays.Why?

Lovemore:iheardhe'sgoodatcuttingtreessoi

needsomeonewhocandothatformeatmyyard

wheredoeshestay?

Woman:notfarfromherebutithinkhe'satRona's

yardnow

Lovemore:ohiwenttherebutthere'snoone

Woman:howdidyouknowhewasthere?

Lovemore:iaskedpeoplearound

Woman:ok.Letmeshowyouhowtogettohis

house.

Shestoodupanddirectedhimasheputhishands

togetherthankingherandmadehiswayout.He

followedtheinstructionsandstoppedattheexact

yardandfoundawomanandachildseatedoutside

withthewomanfeedingthechild...



Lovemore:gooddaymama

Lady:gooddaysir

Lovemore:isthisMoses'shouse?

Lady:yessirbuthe'snotin

Lovemore:ohok.Youare?

Lady:hiswifesir

Lovemore:ohok.Howoftenishehome

Lady:sometimeshesleepsathisboss'shouselike

yesterday

Lovemore:ohoksohedidn'tcomehomeafterwork?

Lady:nosir.Whyareyouaskingsir?

Lovemore:iheardhe'sagoodgardenersoiwant

hisservices

Lady:okletmegiveyouhisnumber

Lovemore:noproblem



Shesaiditouttohimashesmiledandwentbackto

hiscar.Hesniffedandsneeredshakinghishead...

Lovemore:thisbastardrapedmydaughterandhe's

goingtoknowwhoiam

Heclickedhistongueandchuckleddrivingoff.

AtKgang'sT&Toffices...

Duncansatbackandlookedathissonwhowas

playingonthekiddieslaptop.Hisphonerangashe

lookedatthescreenandsighed.Heshookhishead

andcutthecallasthedooropened...

Patience:ompatlang?(Whatdoyouwantfromme)

Junior:mommy!(Heranandjumpedonher)

Duncan:Patience,whatareyoudoinghere?



Patience:howcouldyouDuncan?Ithoughtyou

caredaboutmegonejaanayourwifeassaultedme

Duncan:(frowned)whatdidyoudo?

Patience:excuseme?

Duncan:yesPatiencewhatdidyoudoandwhileat

thatpleaseputmychilddown

Patience:ishouldhaveknownthatyouarenothing

butacoward.Youareanexcuseforamanyou

havenospine!

Duncan:Patiencestopit!

Junior:(burstintotears)mama!

Patience:youseewhatyouaredoingtomychild?

Duncan:it'sallyourfaulthowcanyoujustthrow

yourselfinherewithouttellingmeandstartafight?

Patienceputmychilddown

Patience:yongwanawarennaweeotlammonao

senagoikakanyagoreobatlangmobotshelong

(thischildismineyouwillonlyclaimhimonceyou

decideonwhatyoureallywant).Imnotgoingtobe

playedlikethat.Ifyouthoughtthatiwasyourbasic



househelperthenyouhaveanotherthingcoming.I

seeyouforgetwhereicomefromandtrustmeyou

don'twanttomesswithmelikethat.Tellyourwife

thatthisisnotthelasttimeshehearsfromme.

Untilyoumanupandgrowapairimgoingtobreath

downyournecklikeanancientdinosaur

Sheclickedhertongueandtookthelaptopwithher

soninherhandsandmadeherwayoutwhile

Duncangruntedrubbinghisface.Hetookhisphone

andcalledLorna...

Duncan:Lornawhat...

Lorna:ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,youwill

makeyourwayhomerightnow

Duncan:loveimatwork.Joshuaistravellingsoi

can'tleavetheofficealone

Lorna:thenmakesureyouarehereatexactly5pm

Duncan:eemma



ShehungupasDuncanheavedasighstandingup...

Duncan:Duncan,Duncan,Duncanwhathaveyou

done?Yoh

AtNale'shouse...

Precioussniffedgettingoffherbedandputonher

sleepersdraggingherfeetout.Shepressedher

phonegoingtothekitchenwhereRonawasseated

readingamagazine.Preciousliftedherheadand

lockedeyeswithher...

Precious:mxm

Shesaidturningheadingbacktothebedroombut

bumpedintoNale...



Nale:nope,youarenotgoinganywherefriend

Precious:ican'tbeinthesamespacewithsome

peoplehere

Nale:thisisyourmothernotsomepeople

UpstairsNale'shusbandgotoffbedasheheard

voicesdownsstairsandmadehiswayoutstanding

behindapillarupstairs...

Precious:ohreally?Ilostmymotherthedayshe

thoughtitwasoktoendangermydaughter'slife

Rona:Precioushowmanytimesshoulditellyou

thatI'masinthedarkaboutthisjustlikeyou?

Precious:idon'twanttobuythat.Didinotaskyou

toleavethishouse?

Rona:imnotgoinganywhereuntilyoubelievethati

havenothingtodowiththis.Whywouldiwantto

hurtNyasha?

Precious:whyareyouafterMa...



Nale:(clearedherthroatlookingup)okPrecious

that'senoughdoyouforgetmyhusbandisinthe

house?Doyoureallywanttodothathere?

Precious:imightaswellbecauseimdonewiththis

woman

Nale:Preciousyouarejustbeingtoodramaticright

now

Precious:dramatic?KantebetweenmeandRona

who'syourfriend?

Nale:it'snotevenaboutthatPrecious.Iknowyou

arehurtingbutyoucan'tblameyourmother

Precious:howcaninotwhileshewastheonlyone

withNyasha?Ronawhodidyouwanttosacrifise

mydaughterto?

Nale:Precious

Precious:imnottalkingtoyouNalepleasestayout

ofthis

Rona:soisacrifisepeoplePrecious?

Precious:isn'tthat'swhatyoudidwithyourown

sisterandMaya!?



Nale'shusbandalmostchokedupstairsand

blockedthecoughrushingbacktothebedroom

whilethetriofrozelookingup.Preciousswallowed

asherheartracedasNalemadeherwayup...

Rona:(whispered)youseewhatyouhavedone?

Precious:(whisperedback)it'sallyourfault

Nale:(opened)honey?Babe?Areyoustillasleep?

Shegotnoresponseandwentclosertocheckifhe

reallywasasleep.Shesniffedandwentbackdown

whileherhusbandslowlyturnedwithafrownonhis

faceandalotinhismind...

Precious:and?

Nale:he'sinbedsomethingmusthavefellinoneof

therooms

Precious:(sighed)thankGod



Nale:thankGod?Preciousyouneedtogetover

yourselfnow

Precious:imgoingtogogetreadytogocheckon

mydaughterduringlunch

ShesaidgoingbacktothebedroomasRonashook

herhead...

Rona:ithinkishouldgobacktomyhousethere'sa

lottoriskandican'taffordthat

Nale:oknoproblem.Iunderstand

THATAFTERNOON

Atthehospital...

LovemoreopenedthedoorforChiomaasthey

madetheirwayinside.Thenursetookthemto



whereNyashawassleeping...

Lovemore:isshewakeyet?

Nurse:nosirifshewasawakethedoctorwould

havetoldyou

Lovemore:ok(theyarrived)

Chioma:shamepoorlittlegirlonlyifsheknewwhat

hashappenedtoher(shefrownedseeingaweird

scarlikemarkonherarm)

Lovemore:thethoughtofhavingherrelivethe

wholeordealwhenshewakesupmakesmesick

Chioma:yousaidyouwerefromMochudi?

Lovemore:yeahiwenttheretotrackthegardener

downandgathersomeinformationandimcertain

thathe'stheonewhodidthistomydaughter.He

liedtomesayinghedoesn'thaveawifenorkids

onlytofindawomanwhoidentifiesashiswifeand

asmallgirlchild

Chioma:youshouldgotothepolice



Lovemore:yeahiplanongoingfromhere.Icouldn't

goearlierbecausetheycalledmeforanemergency

attheofficeandbythetimeifinisheditwasalready

timetocomehere

Chioma:thequickeryoudealwiththisthebetter.

Haveyouspokentoyourhealer?

Lovemore:notyetbutispoketomyaunttheywill

bearrivingthisevening

Chioma:ohok,whyaretheycomingalltheway

here?

Lovemore:ididn'ttellyou?Whenigothomefrom

herethismorningirememberedinevergavemy

son'sdogfood.Idecidedtodosoonlytofindit

dead.Icalledthevetandonmywaybacktothe

houseisawaholedugbythewalliwentthereand

thisiswhatifound(heshowedherapicture)

Chioma:eh

Lovemore:andtheVetsaysthedoghasbeen

poisoned,how,bywho,when?Whenihavea

securedyard



Chioma:thisexplainswhyiwasfeelingthewayi

feltlastnight

Lovemore:howdidyoufeel?

Chioma:thatiwasbeingchokedandrunningoutof

breath.Itusuallyhappenswhensomeoneiknow

hasbeen...(sheswallowedlookingathim)idon't

wanttoscareyouratherwaitforyourhealer

Lovemore:nojustsayitChi,hasbeenwhat?

Chioma:hasbeenvisitedbyawitchwhowantsto

tietheirsoulandcastaspellontheirlife

Lovemore:what!?

Chioma:yeahbutiwokeupandprayed

Lovemore:didyouseethetime?

Chioma:itwasjustafter12am

Lovemore:(swallowed)iwokeuparoundthattime

hearingsomethingbreakdownstairsbutwheni

wenttochecktherewasnothingthatbroke

Chioma:therewasdefinitelyawitchinyouryard

Lovemoreandthatsoundyouheardwasawakeup



callfromyourguardianangeltodistructthewitch

Lovemore:(scoffed)wow

Chioma:youdidgoodbycallingyouraunt.Your

healerwillhavetotakeyoutothatwitchsothat

theyexplainthemselves

Lovemore:imgettinganxiousnow

Chioma:don'tworryeverythingwillberevealedvery

soonandbyeverythingimalsotalkingaboutthis

markonyour...(thedooropened)

Precious:waitseidon'tunderstandwhy...(chuckled)

ohLord,noJesus,no,thisisnothappening.Sonow

youaregoingtofornicateinfrontofmydaughter

Lovemore?Likereallynow?

Lovemore:youneedtocalmdownthisis...

Precious:shutup!(Chiomafrowned)shutup

Lovemore.Icantolerateyoudoingyourdirtythings

withyourcheapslutsanywherebutnotinfrontof

mychildrenLovemorenotinfrontofmychildren

Lovemore:youarenotgoingtoinsultsomeoneyou

don'tknowlikethatPrecious



Chioma:(sighed)youknowwhatletmetrycatcha

taxispecialbacktotheofficeihonestlydon'twant

tocausetrouble

Precious:yesgo,ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhat

youwantfrommyhusbanddidinottellyoutostay

awayfromhimthelasttime?

ChiomamadeherwayoutbutPreciousgrabbedher

bythearmassheturnedwithafrownonherface...

Precious:iaskedyouaquestion

Chioma:kindlyletgoofme

Lovemore:reallynowPrecious?

Chioma:(withherheartracing)isaidkindlyletgoof

me

Precious:shouldiseeyouonemoretimewithmy

hus...

Lovemore:okenough,letgoofChioma

Precious:(frownedlettinggoofher)Chioma?



Chioma:(flippedherhair)yes,ChiomaAdiole.MrK

seeyousoon

Lovemore:imsosorryaboutwhatjusthappenedlet

mewalkyouout

HesaidfollowingheroutasPreciousslowlyputher

bagontopofNyasha'sbedstillshocked...

Precious:ChiomaAdioleasintheinfamousHouse

ofChiowner?(Lookedbackatthedoor)what?What

doesLovemorewantwithawealthywomanlikeher?

Ormaybe...may...ohhellnothisisnothappening,i

amsonotgoingtoallowthistohappen.Noone

buystheirplaceinPrecious'sterritory

Shesaidtakingherphoneandcheckedthecoast

thensecuredthedooranddialledhermother's

number.

^

^



^

^

^
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Rona:(inabus)wenagape?(Youagain)

Precious:ijustcaughtLovemoreandhislittle

floozyinmydaughter'shospitalroom

Rona:floozy?

Precious:yesithinkshe'sthewomanhewantsto

leavemefor

Rona:Lovemorewantsto...(clearedherthroat)why

imionlyhearingaboutthisnow?Isthatwhyyou

arestayingatNale'shouse?

Precious:that'snotimportant.Thatwomanfixed

thesituationwhat'simportantnowisformeto



makesureitakethiswomanoutofthepicture

Rona:shefixedthesituationyeahrightjustlikeshe

didwithyoursister

Precious:akereitoldyouthatshesaidishouldjust

waitforthingstoworkthemselvesout

Rona:yeah.Sowhoisthiswoman?

Precious:hernameisChiomaAdioleshehasa

businesshouseinthecity.She'soneofthose

wannabeitwomen

Rona:whatdidyoucatchthemdoing?

Precious:nothingbutit'snotthefirsttimeifound

themtogether

Rona:Precioushowcanyoukeepsuchathingfrom

me?

Precious:howwoulditellyouwhenwehada

situation(shecheckedthecoast)rightnowhetook

heroutrightinmypresencewaitseLovemorega

mponemamaandkebatlagomoitlwaolla

(Lovemoredoesn'trespectmeiwanttoteachhima

goodlesson)



Rona:itoldyouthisthingofsayingiwillgettoiti

willgettoitwillhaveyoumakemistakesletme

arriveinMochuditheniwilltellyouonhowwecan

goaboutit

Precious:ineedasolutionandineeditnow.From

hereimgoingtoRanaka

Rona:no!(Clearedherthroat)imeanwhydon'twe

trysomeoneelseimeanyouneverknowmaybeher

thingsaren'treallyworking

Precious:soyouaredoubtingmywitchdoctor?You

wantustogotoyourssoyoucantieuseven

harder?

Rona:reallynowPrecious?Imtryingtohelpyou

here

Precious:wellicanhelpmyselfanddon'tthinki

forgotwhatmydaughterisgoingthrough.Just

becauseicalledyoudoesn'tmeanihaveforgotten

Rona:youknowwhatPreciousjustdowhatyou

wanttodoiwillalwaysbethereasyourmother.

Bye(shehunguponher)



Precious:heebanna

Lovemore:(knocked)whyisthedoorlocked

Preciousopenup

Precious:(opened)ohyouaredonewithyourfloozy

Lovemore:Preciousimhonestlyenoughwithyou

andthisthingofyoudisrespectingmyfriend

wheneveryoufindmewithhershouldstop.Itold

youthatimdonewithyouthatmeansiwanta

divorce

Precious:itoldyouthatwearenevergoingto

divorce

Lovemore:nomatterhowhardyoutrytofightityou

arestillgoingtolose

Precious:it'sacrimetosleepwithamarriedman

justremindyourlittlefriendofthat

Lovemore:justsoyouknowsomewomenrespect

themselves.Theydon'tjustthrowthemselvesat

menbecauseofhowdeeptheirpocketsareand

suchwomenaredrivenwomen,goalorientated

women,independentandfocusedwomen,women



ofclassandwhostrivetowin.Acriteriayoucan't

relatetoandwillneverbeapartof.Youwillalways

bethatdumpbloodsuckingteeth.

HeclickedhistongueleavingwhilePrecious

swallowedlookingathim.Shescoffedandsniffed

tryingtoregainherconfidence...

Precious:legaokaitlatlarietsajang(nomatterhow

hardyouhityourheadagainstthewalls)youandi

belongtogether(sheclickedhertongue)heynana

mamaishere

ShesaidmovingclosertoNyasha'shead.

AlongtheA1...

Joshua,HerbertandAprilsangalongtoKaty

Perry'sRoarwhileMayaandLucaslaughedat



them...

Herbert:comeonmamayourfavoritepartis

comingsingalong

Joshua:youknowthesong?

Maya:Herbertisjustbeingsilly

Herbert&April:Mama!Mama!Mama!

Maya:ok(Clearedherthroat) igottheeyeofthe

tiger,fighter,dancingthroughthefirecoziama

champion...

AstunnedJoshua'sjawdroppedshockedofhow

Mayaperfectlyhitallthecorrectnotes...

Maya:comeonguysjoinin

All: andyou'regonnahearmeroar (they

laughed)

Joshua:wowsoyoucansing?



Maya:comeonJo

Lucas:yesshecanjustthatshe'sshyaboutit

Joshua:wowhonestlyyouhavethemostbeautiful

voiceihaveeverheardyouneedtonaturethatgift

Maya:urghguysstopbeingsilly

Shesaidreachingforherphonethatreporteda

message.Shefrownedatthemessengermessage

requestfromafacethatlookedfamiliarandopened

it...

Tshepo:helloMayathisisTshepo,Nale'shusband.

Ihopeyourememberme

Maya:hello.Yesido.NaleasinPrecious'sfriend?

Tshepo:yes

Maya:ohok.Whatcanidoforyou?

Tshepo:whereareyou.Ineedtoseeyou

Maya:imonmywayto...(shethoughtanddeleted



whatshewantedtotype)imoutoftownwhy?

Tshepo:weneedtotalk

Maya:about?

Tshepo:whenwillyoubebackintown?

Maya:onlycomingbackonSunday

Tshepo:aretherechancesofusmeeting?

Maya:idon'tknowwhattimeimgoingtoarrivein

Gabsbuttheniwillhavetogetreadyforworkand

restbecauseit'salongtrip

Tshepo:eishokthenlet'sdothis,Youwillletme

knowwhenyouarriveinGabssoicomewhereyou

are

Maya:iseverythingok?

Tshepo:yeahdon'tworryyourselftoomuch.Just

makesureyoutalktomeassoonasyouareback

Maya:okbutwhydoesitsoundlikeit'surgent?

Tshepo: besafeMayaandenjoyyourweekend

(sentherhisnumber)justcallmeonSunday



Maya: ok(sheputherphonedown)

Joshua:(reducedthevolumeabit)areyouok?You

seemalittletakenaback

Maya:thatwasNale'shusband,Naleismysister's

friend

Joshua:okwhatdoeshewant?

Maya:apparentlyhewantsustomeetonSunday

becausehewantsustotalk

Joshua:ohoksowhatshookyoulikethis?

Maya:itsoundskindofurgentbuthesaysit'snot

Joshua:thenyouwillseehimonSundayYaya

Maya:whatifsomethingbadhashappened

Joshua:nonodon'tstartyouaregoingtoruinyour

wholetripnow

Maya:(tookadeepbreath)okokletmenotthink

muchaboutit.Nextsongpleasedj

TheylaughedasJoshuaincreasedthevolumeand



steppedontheacceleratorastheysang.Shetried

byallmeanstogettheconversationoutofhermind

butitjustwouldn'tgoaway.

Atthepolicestation...

LovemoresatinconstableKereng'sofficeashe

camein...

Kereng:sosorryforthedelayMrKavimba

Lovemore:it'sokconstableyouareabusyman

Kereng:whatcanidoforyousir?

Lovemore:likeitoldyouthatisuspectthegardener

idecidedtogodowntoMochudiandtrackhim

downandwhatihavediscovereddefinitelyputs

himastheculprit

Kereng:whatexactlydidyoudiscoverMrKavimba?

Lovemore:iaskedhimifhehadawifeandkidsand

hesaidnoandthathestaysalone.Healsosaidhe



wasathishousethewholenight.Idecidedtogo

downthehousesandaskedoneladyifsheknows

himandshegavemedirectionstohishouse.Only

tofindawomanandachildwhoconfirmedthatshe

isMoses'swifeandthechildshewaswithistheirs.

ShealsotoldmethatMosessometimessleepsat

hisboss'shousethatismymotherinlaw'shouse

andthatheslepttherelastnight

Kereng:thoughhetoldyouhesleptathishouse

Lovemore:exactly

Kereng:okihopeyoudidn'tdoanythingthatmight

countagainstyou?

Lovemore:nosirikeptmycool

Kereng:good.WewilldefinitelygotoMosesand

askhimafewquestions.Ifhisanswersarestillthe

sameanswersastheone'shegaveyouthenwewill

searchthebackroomandshouldwefindanything

incriminatingintherewewillsurelyarresthim

Lovemore:thankyousomuchconstable

Kereng:ishouldsayyoudidgoodMrKavimbawe



needmorefatherslikeyou

Lovemore:anythingtogetmydaughterthejustice

shedeserves

KerengsmiledasKavimbamadehiswayout.In

MochudiMosesmadeaheapofthedryleavesby

thefarcornerofRona'syardandburiedthetrash

bagwiththesheets,clothesandshoesheworethat

nightandtheglovesheusedbetweenthedry

leaves.Hepouredabitofparaffinontopofthethe

leavesandthrewalitmatchstickonthemasthey

caughtfire.Hewatchedeverythingburntono

recognitionandheadedtotheroomhesleepsin

andtookdownaphotoframe.Heopenedtheback

oftheframeandkissedthehousekeyshecutfor

himself...

Moses:untilwemeetagain

Hesmiledputtingtheminthebackoftheframeand



hungitbackonthewallgoingoutwhileRona

openedthegate.

AtBianca'sworkplace...

Sheclickedhertongueafterfinishingwithaclient

andtookherphonedialingMayawhoscoffedand

answered...

Maya:Bianca

Bianca:waebonaakeretsalayagagoMaya?Wae

bonaakere?(Youseeyourfriend)

Maya:woahwoahcalmdownwhat'sgoingon?

Bianca:Maya,Lewistookmycarkeysandbagnow

ihavenocarandnohousekeyswheredoeshe

expectmetogo?

Maya:(sighed)why?

Bianca:NoMaya,Lewisisjustbeingimpossible

overnothing



Maya:soyoucallaskingforyour5kback

impossibleovernothing?

Bianca:ohsoyouguysspokeaboutthis?Didyou

advicehimtodothenonsensehedid?

Maya:ah-uhdon'tsay"youguys"wasitherewhen

youguysdecidedtoborrowoneanothersomuch

money?Nosopleasedon'tgetmeinvolved

Bianca:wellyouarealreadyinvolvedbecausehe

spoketoyouaboutit

Maya:gobacktohimandaskhimwhatisaidto

him.Imhonestlysickandtiredofthetwoofyou.

Youaresoselfishthatyoudon'tevenhideit.You

alwaysgetmeinvolvedinyourfightswhenthings

gosouthforthetwoofyoubutwhenimgoing

througharoughpatchnoneofyoupitchesup.So

imgoingtotellyoutheexactsamethingitold

Lewis,idon'tthinkicancarryonwiththis

friendship.Ihavealotinmyplatetobedealingwith

twoadultswhodon'twanttogrowup.Whyareyou

evenaskingformoneyfromLewislegonesomuch

moneywhenyouareaco-ownerofabeautybar?I



hopeyouguyssortoutyourissueandiwishyou

twothebestofluckinyourfutureendeavours.It

wasniceknowingyouguysbutmyjourneywith

y'allendshereandnow.Bye(shehungup)

Bianca:heebanna?Ijo,banyana

Joshua:ok

Maya:let'sjustsayyoudon'twanttoknowanything

aboutit.Thesetwoarehonestlyannoyingandimat

apointinlifewhereidon'tneedanymoreadditional

stressbecauseimdealingwithalot(Joshuasmiled)

whyareyousmiling?

Joshua:(checkedthesleepingtrioattheback

throughthemirror)onethingilikeaboutyouisthat

youcantaketoxicenergyoutofyourlifewithout

thinkingtwice

Maya:thankmymotherandsisterforthat.Theday

they...(turnedcheckingiftheywerereallyasleep)

thedaytheydecidedtosendmetoUBandnever

checkuponmewasthedayirealisedthatiwas

aloneinthisworld.Imadesomemistakesalongthe

way.Yessomeiregretbutsomeidon'tbutatthe



endofthedayimadeittothefinalyearwithtwo

children

Joshua:youareaforcedoyouhearmeandnever

letanyonedimthatlight

Maya:(smiled)thanks

Joshua:(tookherhandandkissedit)areyouready

tomeetyourpossiblefutureinlaws?

Maya:heebathongJoshua

Joshua:(laughed)comeonloosenupalittle(they

laughed)

Maya:howfararewe?

Joshua:afewmorehoursandwewillbethere.Can

youhelpmedrive?

Maya:yeahnoproblemyouhaven'teatenebile

Joshua:yeahicanfeelthehungerstrike(hesaid

pullingover)

Herbert:(wokeup)arewethereyet?(Theylaughed)

Joshua:nobuddy.Iwanttorestsomomistaking

overthedrivingseat



TheyswappedwhileHerbertandLucasgotoffto

pee.Joshuatookhisfoodcheckingifthecarwith

hismother'sgiftwasstillbehindthemasMaya

quietlysaidashortprayerandcarefullyjoinedthe

road.

AttheDuncan's...

DuncanmadehiswayinthehousewhileLorna

camedownapplyinglotiononherarms...

Duncan:hello

Lorna:hi.Canwesitinthelivingroom?

Duncan:noproblem(hefollowedher)

Lorna:ibelieveyourbabymamahasreachedyou

Duncan:sheactuallycametotheofficeandtook

thechild



Lorna:okandyesididchokeheralittleand

slappedher

Duncan:iunderstandwhyyoudidit?

Lorna:ohreally?Haveyoubeencheatedonbythe

help?(Heswallowedembarrassed)youdon'teven

knowhalfofwhatimgoingthroughDuncanso

don'tyoudaresayyouunderstand

Duncan:imsorry

Lorna:don'tevenplease,don't.Patiencehasthe

gutstowaltzintomyhouseasifthisissomebasic

bitchesparadise.Shehasthegutstospewthecrap

shesaidtellingmethatshe'smovinginmyhouse,

kegoreDuncanonnyaditsemogokalo?(Isthat

howlowyouseeme)(Hekeptquietlookingdown)

imhurtingDuncan,iminsomuchpainthatoutof

allthepeopleintheworldyouchosethehelp.Do

youknowwhatthatdoestoawoman?Alotof

womenouttherefearthethoughtofhavinghouse

helpersbecauseofthisexactreasonbutdeepdown

theyarestrugglingtokeepupwiththeirdaily

schedules.Duncanwhy,whymydearhusband?



Duncan:itwashonestlyamomentofwea...

Lorna:don'tpatronizemeDuncanamomentof

weaknessfor48months?(Heswallowed)doyou

havefeelingsforher?

Duncan:iusedto

Lorna:ohokandwhathappenedtothem?

Duncan:igrewoutofthem

Lorna:yetyoucouldn'tstopmessingaroundwith

her

Duncan:ijustdidn'twanttodisappointher

Lorna:(laughed)youareamarriedmanDuncan

whatcanasinglewomanexpectfromyou

Duncan:idon'tknow

Lorna:kegoreyousawanopportunitytocheatand

grabbedit.InsteadofshamingmelikethatDuncan

youshouldhavespokentomeandsaid."Lornai

havenoticedthattheseareyourweaknesseswhat

canidotohelpyouworkonthem"butnoyou

chosetototaketheroadeverystupidmanwould.

DoyouknowhowmuchiloveyouDuncan?



Duncan:yes

Lorna:noyoudon'tbecauseifyouknewhowmuch

iloveyou,youwouldhavethoughttwiceabout

whatyoudidbeforedoingit

Lorna:didyouevenmeanyourvows?

Duncan:idid

Lorna:that'syoutryingtomakeyourselffeelbetter

rightbecausethat'snothowifeelwhereimsitting

Duncan:whatcanidotofixmymess

Lorna:it'syourmessyoufindawaytofix

Duncan:doyouwanttoleaveme(shekeptquiet)

babe

Lorna:mynameisLornaandihaven'tdecidedon

whatiwanttodohenceisayit'sallinyourhands

Duncan:okiwillstopallcontactwithPatiencethat

doesnotinvolvethechild,iwillalsoapplyforsole

custodyofthechildandmakesureibecomea

betterman

Lorna:doyou...



Apple:mamayouhavevisitors.OhhiMrDuncan

(shewenttothekitchenwithherbrotherbehindher)

Lorna:(frowned)gooddayofficer

Lady:areyouLornaDuncan?

Lorna:yesthat'sme

Lady:ma'amacaseofassaulthasbeenopen

againstyou...

Allexcepther:what!?

Lady:sowewouldlikeyoutocomewithustothe

station

Apple:areyouarrestingmymother?

Lady:yes.MrsDuncanyouhavebeenarrestedfor

theassaultofPatienceKgosimpe

Duncan:comeonofficercanwetalkaboutthis

Lady:imafraidnotsir.Ma'amareyougoingto

comewillinglyorshouldweputcuffsonyou?

Lorna:noneedforcuffsofficer.

Lady:okma'amafteryou(sheledthewayout)



Duncan:iwillgetthelawyeronthephonemylove

Lorna:noneedforthat.

Shesaidgoingtothecarwithofficersbehindher

whileAppleandSaintlookedatDuncan...

Apple:reallyDuncan?Ourmotherisgoingtospend

theweekendinjailbecauseofyourmistress?Wow,

husbandoftheyearawardgoestoyou

ShesaidgoingupstairswithSaintcomingbehind

herwhileDuncansighedsittingdown.Hescratched

hisheadandgruntedpunchingthecouch..

Duncan:damnyouPatience

THATEVENING



AttheKavimba's...

Lovemoreopenedthegateasataxidroveinwith

hisauntandamanwithaclothwrappedaroundhis

waist,beadsacrosshischestandonlyaveston

gettingoff.Hetookoutasmallbriefcaseandhis

bonebagandheadedtothedoor.Thecloserhegot

thehardertheurgetosneezecameashefinallylet

itoutwithhisdropletsfallingonLovemorewho

closedhiseyes...

Man:beenlongsinceisawyou

Lovemore:welcomebaba

HewentinshakinghisheadwhileKuzivacame

behindhim...

Kuziva:waitaseinhaimwanangu(whathaveyou

donetoyourselfmyson)



Lovemore:maivevanavanguinhunzihusiku

mainini(Themotherofmychildrenisaflybynight

aunty)

Kuziva:ndakatikudiinenyayayemukadziuyu

pawakatiudzakutiurikuchatanaye(whatdidisay

aboutthiswomanwhenyoutoldusyouaregetting

marriedtoher)

Lovemore:wakaedzakundidzivisa(youtriedtostop

me)

Kuziva:uyewakaitei?(Andwhatdidyoudo?)

Lovemore:ndakaendereramberindokumuroora(i

wentonandmarriedher)

Kuziva:manjemavekutambanetuneyakeasi

musazvinetsetetepano.(calledher)muroora(and

nowyouaredancingtohertune.Daughterinlaw)

Lovemore:she'snothereaunty

Kuziva:ohisee.

Man:(tookoutapieceofpaperandpen)wehaveto

gotothisplacetomorrow(wroteit)R.A.NA.K.A

that'swherewewillgetouranswersimgoingto



bed

Lovemoretookthepieceofpaperandreadthe

namewhilehisauntlookedaroundsmiling...

Kuziva:yeahthetrueKavimba'sareherenow

InMaitengwe...

Joshuasoundedthehornofhiscardrivinginthe

hugeyardashismothercameoutofthehouse

ululating.HegotoffthecarlaughingwhileMaya

andthechildrenfollowedhimsmiling...

Joshua:happybirthdaymama

Glidia:thankyoumyson

Herbert:happybirthdaygranny

April:happybirthdaygranny



Theysaidgivinghergiftbagsasshesmiledtaking

themandliftedashyAprilup...

Glidia:thankyousomuchmybeautifulchildren

Joshua:mamathisisMayaMoeti,hersonHerbert,

daughterAprilandnephewLucas.Guysthisisthe

ladyofthemoment,mymomGlidiaKgang

Glidia:(smiled)helloguys,hello,hello

Shesaidhuggingandkissedthem...

Glidia:youhavebeautifulchildrenmylove

Maya:thankyouma

Glidia:andabeautifulsmileaswellJoshmyson

youpickedwellhere

Shewinkedandlaughedwithheruglylaughleading



thewayinstillcarryingAprilasthecrewfollowed

herin...

Glidia:everyoneleitibololamelegorogile.(Myfirst

bornishome)Halala!

Thereweresoundsofjoyaseveryonegreetedthem

whileGlidiakissedAprilwhogiggled.

^

^

^

^

^
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Joshua:bathongmawhyareyoubeingsoextra?



Glidia:excusemeforbeingexcitedthatmysonhas

finallycomehome

Joshua:mamawhatareyoutryingtosaytomy

visitors?

Glidia:iwantthemtoknowthatallyouknowis

sendmoneybutyouhardlycomehere

Lydia:tellhimmama

Mara:mmmhtheboymustknow

Stephen:imeanwhenwasthelasttimeyouset

foothere(everyonelaughed)

Joshua:soyouguysaregoingtoganguponme

neh?Thattimeallofyoustayclosebywhileim

kilometresandkilometresaway

Mara:that'sjustasillyexcuse

Joshua:Yayapleasetellthemhowmuchwespent

forpetrol

Glidia:nnyarraleavemybeautifuldaughteroutof

yourproblems(theylaughed)

Maya:thankyouma



Lydia:soareyounotgoingtointroduceustoour

beautifulvisitorsicanseethekidsareeagertogo

andplaywiththeothers

Joshua:youguyscangoplaywiththem

HerbertandAprilwastedtotimeastheyjoined

Joshua'syoungersiblings'schildren...

Joshua:soguysthisisMayaMoeti,hernephew

LucasKavimbaandhersonHerbertwithhis

youngersisterApril

All:(smiled)hiMaya

Maya:(smiled)hi

Mara:iheardhimsayYayaisthatyourpetname?

Maya:(chuckled)iguess

Joshua:Marannaoitshwara(Marapleasehold

yourself)(theylaughed)Maya,Lucasthisismy

crazyfamily,youhavealreadymetmymom,thisis

Stephenthelastbornofthefamilywithhiswifeand



thosetwoboysarehistwins,beforeStephencame

Marathebeautiful3rdbornofthefamilywithher

husband.Theyoungmanwhoisyourageisher

sonandshe'sexpectinganotherchild

Mara:bathongJoshuawhyareyouexposingmy

secrets

Joshua:oimileMara(you'repregnantMara)

TheyalllaughedasLucasandtheteenageboyfist

bumped...

Joshua:movingrightalongbeforeMaracame

Lydiawhocomesaftermeandthat'sherhusband

andthosetwogirlsareherdaughter'soneisApril's

ageandtheotheris9.Soyeahthat'smyfamily

guys

Maya:nicemeetingyouguys

Mara:nicemeetingyoutoomylovethisisthecrazy

Kganghouseholdandweareheretocelebratethis

beautifulwomanwhobirthedthiswholeclan



Maya:nice.Sothisiseveryone?Wherearethe

auntsandeveryone?

Mara:theyarecomingtomorrowmylove.Lydia

let'sgositinthekitchenlovewehaveafewthings

totakecareofihopeyoudon'tmindjoiningYaya?

Joshua:imtheonlyonewhocallsherlikethatMara.

Stopit

Maya:comeonJoletthegirlhavesomeloveao

whyareyoubeingjealous?

Theylaughedasshetuckedherhairbehindherear

andfollowedMaraandLydiatothekitchenwhile

Glidiaremainedwithhersonsandsonsinlaw.

LucasandMara'steenagesonwenttothelounge

whereallthetoddlerswereplaying...

Mara:mmawanwaakere?(Youdrinkright)

Maya:yesbutdon'ttellmeyouaredrinkingwhile

pregnant

Mara:nosillymineisnonalcoholic



Maya:mosolakeenglove?(What'stheuse)

Lydia:botsagapeMayabotsagapetlhemma(you

canaskthatagain)(theylaughed)

Mara:youguysknowhowitiswatchingpeople

drinkwhileyouarenotdrinkinganything

Maya:tipisstayawayfromthedrinkers

Mara:andwhatifthedrinkersaretheonlyfriendsi

havejustsoyouknowLydiaandStephenandtheir

spouseswillmakesuretorubitoffonyourface?

Nnyabetshogivemeabreak.Wineorchampagne?

Maya:doyouhavewhitewine?

Mara:thishomeisahomeofdrinkersdearsowe

haveallsorts

Lydia:akagoutlwamamawagogobotsagorea

kanterentshitsejaratayagagwesepoto(should

shehearyoumomshe'sgoingtoaskyouifyou

haveturnedherhouseintoatarven)

TheylaughedasMarapouredwineforhersister

andMayaandcalledthekidstocomeandtake



juices...

Herbert:(bendedhisknees)thankyouaunty

April:(bendedherkneesaswell)thankyouaunty

Mara:ohwow

TheotherkidsfollowedsuitofwhatHerbertand

Aprildidastheytooktheirjuicesandwentbackto

thelounge...

Mara:howoldareyourkidsagain?

Maya:(tookasip)5and3.(Sighed)it'shittingall

therightspotsshameyohsomuchneededaftera

longtrip

Mara:(smiled)wowdearyouhavereallytaught

themwell.

Lydia:andtheyrubbeditoffontheothers.Socute

youdidgoodlovekeepitup



Maya:thankyousomuch

Mara:soMayatellusaboutyourself

Maya:waitarewenotsupposedtopeelbutternuts

andallthelikesfortomorrow?

MaraandLydialookedatoneanotherandlaughed

asMarasippedonhernonalcoholicdrinkand

Lydiaonherwine...

Maya:whatisit?

Lydia:honeyyoumightbeinMaitengwebutwe

don'tdothathere.Youaresoluckyourmotherisa

modernwomansoshouldyougetmarriedtoour

brotheryouwillbeoneoftheluckiestdaughterin

lawinthisworld

Maya:ohwowok.Ohwelllet'sdrinkthenightaway

then

Lydia:obonawenaimgoingtoloveyou

Mara:thatmakesthebothofusnowtellusabout



yourselfotswemomaphutsingmogirl(andleave

thebutternutsalone)

Theylaughedtakingasipoftheirdrinksand

continuedtocatchupwhileinthediningroom

Glidiasmiledhearingthelaughscomingfromthe

kitchen...

Joshua:mmhyatshethawine(it'sgoingdowngood)

(theylaughed)

Glidia:ilovehermysonshe'ssobeautifulandwell

manneredandherkidsareverysweetandwell

raised

Joshua:thankyoumama

Glidia:isthefatherstillalivebecauseicanseethey

arenotyours

Joshua:hewasburiedlastweekendmamabuteish

hewasn'tagoodman

Glidia:thenit'syourresponsibilitytotakeoverand

givethemwhathecouldn'tgivethem



Joshua:that'stheaimmama.Where'sdad?

Glidia:hedecidedtogotothefarmtogetthe

herdboystocomeovertomorrow

Joshua:ohokiguesshewillmeetthemtomorrow

then

Glidia:yeahandimcertainhe'sgoingtolovethem

Stephen:jaanongJoshbeseriousaboutgetting

marriedimeanweareallmarriedhereandit'sjust

youthoughyouarethefirstborn

Joshua:youseethewomanlaughingoutinthat

kitchen?

Stephen:yes?

Joshua:imgoingtomakethatwomanthehappiest

womanonthisplanetlet'sbetonthatone

Glidia:(smiled)onethingididrightwastoraiseall

ofyouintolovingspouses.Imofftobed,kids

All:granny?

Glidia:comewithgrannytothebedroomweare

goingtoplaygamesandmaybeyoumightwin



somesweets

Sheranastheycamerunningbehindherlaughing.

Thegentlementooktheirdrinksandjoinedthe

ladiesinthekitchenwhiletheteenagersconnected

theplaystation.

OnherwaytoMochudi...

FromthehospitalPreciousdecidedtogoto

MochudiasNaleasked.Shefrownedasherfuel

guagereportedthatitwasempty...

Precious:mxm

Shesaidcheckingforcarsandchangedlanes

goingtothefuelingstation...



Precious:howdoiforgettofuelmycar

Attendant:goodeveningma'amwhatshouldipour

foryou?

Precious:93unleadedfulltank

Attendant:ohokma'am.Swiping?

Precious:yesmyboy

Heputthepumpinthetankandsetforfulltankas

hewenttocollecttheswipingmachine.Precious

hummedtakingouthercardfromherpurseand

watchedasthemachinecounted.Itstoppedat

900.00asshesmiledgivingtheboythecard...

Boy:pin(sheputitin)it'snotgoingthroughma'am

Precious:whatdoyoumeanitsnotgoingthrough?

Boy:itdeclinedthetransaction

Precious:omupelasekgoasapreschooldoyousee

thecolourofthatcard?Tryitagain



Boy:(hedid)it'sstilldeclining

Precious:changethemachineitmustbethe

network(hewenttotakeanothermachine)that

cardhasalotofmoneyimnotsayingyoushould

callyourfriendsandtellthemihavemoney(she

putthepin)

Boy:it'sstilldecliningma'am

Precious:naarewatlhola(areyoucrazy)letmego

andcashfromtheatm

Shegotoffthecarandwenttotheatmwhilethe

boytookoutthekeysfromtheignition.Sheputthe

cardintheatmandasshewasabouttopunchin

thepinthemachineshowedanerrorsign...

Precious:heebathong

Guard:everythingokma'am?

Precious:themachinehasswallowedmycard

Guard:imsorrybutyouwillhavetovisitthebank



tomorrow

Precious:butihavetopayforpetrol

Sheclickedhertonguegoingbacktothecar...

Precious:letmeshowyoumybalanceinmy

bankingapp.Isweartoyouihavemoney

Shesaidgoingintheappandafterpunchinginher

pinitdeniedherfurtheraccess...

Precious:heelang(scoffed)letmecallmyhusband

(shedialedLovemore)

Lovemore:Precious

Precious:whatiswrongwithmyaccountLovemore?

Lovemore:ihadthemblocked

Precious:what!?That'smymoneyareyoucrazy?

Lovemore:whatmoney?Haveyouevermadeany



moneyinyourlifewena?Skamphaphela(don'tget

cheekywithme)

Precious:Lovemoreijustpouredfulltanknowthey

wanttheirmoneyorihavetoleavemycarhereand

imonmywaytoMochudi

Lovemore:howisthatmyproblem?Youarea

grownwomanseewhattodoandpleasestop

disturbingmeimbusy

Precious:Lovemore!Love...(hehunguponher)shit!

Boy:sowhatarewegoingtodo?

Precious:justshutup!(ShecalledNale)

Nale:friend?

Precious:thatsicksonofabitchblockedmybank

accountandijustpoured900bucksfulltankpetrol

pleasehelpme

Nale:whywouldhedothat?

Precious:idon'tknowbutimnotgoingtoletitgo.

He'sgoingtoknowme

Nale:okloveiwillaskhubbytoewalletyoujust



now

Precious:thanksbabe.(Shehungup)

Nale:love?

Tshepo:yes

Nale:canyoupleaseewalletPrecious1kshe's

havingproblemswithheraccountandshejust

pouredpetrol

Tshepo:idon'thavemoney

Nale:uhusincewhen?

Tshepo:themoneyihaveimgoingtouseitatthe

farmtomorrow

Nale:butlovemyfriendisstuck

Tshepo:ican'taffordtonotdowhatihavetodo

withthismoneyNale

Nale:soyouaregoingtorefusewithamere1k?

Tshepo:moneydoesn'tgrowontrees

Nale:youknowwhatit'sfineiwillseewhattodo



Shesaidcallingtheirmotshelotreasurewhile

Tshepolookedatherandscoffed...

Tshepo:neverwillievergiveawitchmymoney.

UpstairsNalesighedandcalledPreciousback...

Precious:tsala?

Nale:friend,hubbysayshehasreachedhislimitfor

thedayitriedtoreachourmotshelotreasurebut

herphoneisoff.It'sFridaysoshe'sprobablyout

Precious:whatimigoingtodonow.Whydoesn't

Tshepohaveanunlimitedcard?

Nale:idon'tknow.Justleavethecarandcallyour

mothertocomegetyou

Precious:mxmiguessihavenochoice

Nale:sorrylove

Precious:(hungup)rraitlookslikeyouwillhaveto



keepthecarforthenightiwillsortoutmythings

tomorrow

Boy:canipleasehaveitsregistry?

Precious:reallyyouthinkiwouldrunoffandleave

thiskindofcar?Imnotstupid

Boy:kekopabluebookmma(canihavetheblue

bookma'am)

Precious:mxm

Shesaidtakingitoutundertheseatandgaveitto

himashedrovethecaroutofthetankswhile

Preciouscalledhermother.

AttheDuncan's...

DuncanclickedhistongueandcalledPatience...

Patience:iknewyouwouldcall



Duncan:whyareyoubeinglikethis?

Patience:sheaskedforit

Duncan:Patiencepleasestop,goanddropthose

charges

Patience:untilyougivemewhatyoupromisedme

youarenevergoingtohavepeace

Duncan:whywouldyouputallyourhopesina

marriedman?Someonewhowillalwayschoose

theirwifeoveryou?

Patience:thesamewomanwhocan'tgiveyou

children?Shedoesn'tevendeservetobecalleda

woman

Duncan:wowPatiencewhendidyoubecomeso

vile?

Patience:thetimeyoutookmeforafool

Duncan:there'snoneedforallofthisPatience

Patience:yesthere'snoneedforallofthisbecause

allyouhavetodoisleavethatwomanandcome

whereyoubelong



Duncan:ibelongwiththewomanimarried

Patience:ohokthenaskhertogiveyouachild

becausemychildisnevergoingtosetfootthere

Duncan:areyougoingtouseaninnocentpersonto

fightyourbattles?

Patience:imnotfightinganybattleimonlylooking

outformychildandi

Duncan:youaresogoingtoregretthis

Patience:bringyourbestshots(shehungupand

clickedhertongue)siesman

Lady:gareheewathusaPatience(bewarned)

Patience:wenaosekaautlwa,oseka(pleasedon't

dare,don'tyoudare)

Lady:kaclokoeogaonalegaelemadialawyer

(thattimeyoucan'tevenaffordalawyer

Patience:ohreally?Imnotabasicruralgirldearke

ngwanyanawamoletennadeargaketliwejalo

Lady:mothoikelebiringotswemogotsamalapaa

batho(letmegodrinkmybeerandleaveyoualone)



arendajolanoPeterndajolaTomndajolano

Duncanzwintozwamzwomjolozwoghanama

Shesangherwayoutwhilehersisterclickedher

tonguesittingback.

Onthewaytogroove...

LewisrolledhiseyessippinghisbeerasThabosat

inthefrontseatwhilehisfriendssatintheback.A

carpassedhimbutquicklystoppedinfrontofhim

ashehitthebrakes...

Lewis:whatisthisidiotdoing?

Hesoundedhishornasagunfiredhittinghis

windscreenastheyallwentdown.5menfromthe

carquicklymadetheirwayoutandopenedthe

doorspointingthemwithguns...



Man:yessisbhuti

Lewis:sisbhutikemmaagoyosenanglebelele

lengwe(sisbhutiisyourmotherwithonebreast)

Man:bloodyfool!(Hesaidlandingahotslapacross

Lewis'sface

Thabo:aobrazensorrytlhedon'tdothataobrazen

Man:eitahvayangbannavayang!(Goboys,go)

Thabo:brazenre...

HepulledthetriggeragainasThaboandhisfriends

askednoquestionsandranfortheirlives...

Man:getoutofthecar

Lewis:okasebonaokanonaoshotangmeno(you

wouldbeluckywithmissingteeth)

Man:(slappedhimagain)isaidgetout!

Lewis:rragostlhakobloodyshit!(Bastardchild)



Hesaidkickingtheguyonhisballsasheflinched

goingback.Theother4cametohisrescueand

heldLewisback...

Lewis:ntlogelengbanababaloi!Bommaalonaba

goswabaparaletseyou(leavemealoneyouson's

ofwitches!Yourmothersaregoingtodiewiththeir

legsapart)fuckingcunts!

Man:youpieceofshitandyourconfusedsexuality!

(HepunchedLewiswhogrunted)imgoingto

remindyouthatyouareaman!(Hepunchedhim

again)youarethereasonwhytheworldisthissick

today(hepunchedhimagain)whydoyouwantto

beawomanwhileGodmadeyouaman(he

punchedhim)ordoyouwanttobeawoman?

HesaidliftingLewis'sbloodyfaceasLewisspat

bloodonhisface...



Lewis:msunukanyokoyoushit!

Man:masendeakhoyouswine!

Helandedanotherstrongpunchastheylotletgo

offhimandstartedkickinghim.Seeingfroma

distancewhatlookedlikeanattackMorrisfrowned

andsearchedforhisgun.Hecheckedforbullets

anddroveclosethenstartedshooting.Themen

quicklygotintheircaranddroveoffashedrove

closetowhereLewiswasfightingforhislife.There

wasbloodalloverhimwithhisgruntsgetting

lighterbythesecond...

Morris:whatthehelliswrongwithpeople?

HesaidcallingforhelpwhiletryingtospareLewis

hislife.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



AttheKavimba's...

Lovemorecamedownstairsandfoundhisauntand

healerhavingtea...

Lovemore:wewillbeleavinginabit

Baba:Kavimba

Lovemore:yebobaba

Baba:pleasesitdown

Lovemore:(frowned)ok.Auntyiseverythingok?

Baba:myson

Lovemore:yebobaba

Baba:there'ssomethingineedtotellyoubeforewe

go

Lovemore:ok?

Baba:oneofyourseedsfellindeadsoil



Lovemore:(frownedconfused)what?Idon't

understand

Kuziva:whathe'stryingtotellyouisthatoneof

yourchildrenisnotaKavimba

Lovemore:what!?

^

^

^

^

^
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Lovemore:auntypleasebeserious

Kuziva:soyouthinkBabaisheretoplaygamesand

jokewithyou

Lovemore:buthowaunty?



Kuziva:there'sonlyonepersonwhocananswer

thatquestionmyboy

Lovemore:noauntyiwastherebothpregnancies

andourchildrenwereplannedwedidn'tjustdoit.I

knowwhenPreciousovulateshenceimshockedof

whatBabaissaying

Kuziva:butit'sthetruthmysonyourwifecheated

onyou

Lovemore:howdoesPreciouscheatonmewhen

she'sdependentonme?

Kuziva:youneverknow.Youmightevenfindout

thatsheliedaboutherovulation

Lovemore:ifsheliedwewouldn'thavehadthekids

thetimewehadthem.Whoistheonethatisnot

mineBaba?

Baba:weareyettofindthatout

Lovemore:noidon'twanttobelievethisaunty,noi

lovethosekidsican'taffordtobreaktheirhearts

Kuziva:butthetruthhastocomeout

Lovemore:aunty



Kuziva:yesmysonoryouarejustgoingtositand

acceptyourwife'spromiscuity?

Lovemore:ofcoursenotforthatshe'sgoingtopay

trustme

Kuziva:goodnowfinishupsothatwecango

Lovemoresighedandshookhisheadmaking

himselfacupofteawhileBabaandKuzivaquietly

satdown.

InMochudi...

Ronamadewaytothelivingroomwhereshefound

Preciousonherphonedressedlikesomeonegoing

out...

Rona:whereareyougoing?

Precious:ineedtotalktoLovemorehehasnoright

tokeepmefrommymoney



Rona:canyoupleaseleaveLovemorealonedidwe

notagreeondealingwithhimquietly?Themore

youtalktohimthemoreyouaregoingtomake

thingshard.

Precious:butineedmycarmomican'tuseyour

carallday

Rona:thenwaitformetogetreadythenwegotake

yourcar

Precious:weneedmoneytogetit

Rona:iwillhelpyou.GonemmePreciouswhydidn't

youputsomecashaway?

Precious:whatfor?

Rona:fortimeslikethis

Precious:timeslikewhat?Thisisonlytemporary

thingswillbebacktonormalverysoon

Rona:andoncetheydoyoushouldmakesureyou

keepmoneyontheside

Precious:whydoyouhavetokeepcashawaywhen

youhavealotofmoney?



Rona:youhonestlysoundstupidrightnownever

saysuchathinginthemiddleofpeopleorelsethey

willlaughatyou

Precious:nomapoorpeoplearetheonesthatput

moneyaway

Rona:yoh.Soaftergettingthecarwherewillyoube

going?

Precious:imgoingtocheckonNyashathengoto

Ranaka

Rona:idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea

Precious:why?

Rona:isuggestedyouvisitthewitchdoctorhere

Precious:imnotgoingtoyourwitchdoctorand

that'sit.

Rona:Preciousifwewanttobesuccessfulwehave

tobeunited

Precious:factistheyaredoingthesamethingright?

Yes,soletmegotomywitchdoctorandyougoto

yours



Rona:Preciousdoyou...(sighed)youknowwhat

finedowhatyouwant

Precious:goodnowwherearethecarkeys?

Rona:imcomingwithyou

Precious:notimeisnotonmyside

Rona:howwilligetmycarthen?

Precious:youwillridecombistothefuelingstation

mphamadiledikeyketsamae(givemethemoney

andkeyssothaticango)

Rona:whyareyoulikethis?

Precious:ma,moneypleaseheebanna

Ronashookherheadgoingtothebedroomwhile

Precioushummedwaitingonher.

InMaitengwe...

Mayaputthelastrolleronherhairandputanet



overthemandstarteddoinghereyebrowsasher

phonerang...

Maya:(smiled)heylove

Mareledi:morningsunshine.Howdidyousleep?

Maya:likeababysweetheartareyounotsupposed

tobeatwork?

Mareledi:ijusthoppedinthecarrightnow

Maya:ohokpleasetakecareofmybabytlhe

Mareledi:don'tworryshe'ssafewithme.Kanawe

didn'tgetachancetocatchupproperlylastnight

becauseyouwerebusywithyournewfamilyandall

(theylaughed)

Maya:yeahheymmathesepeoplearehonestly

warmpeopleifoundmyselfwonderingwhywe

can'tbelikethisathome.Thesiblingshaveasolid

andgoodrelationshipandthemotherjustreminds

meofmyaunt.She'ssofulloflifeandfun

Mareledi:awwapersonhardlygetsthat,youare

favouredfriend



Maya:wecanbetonthat

Mareledi:sothesistersdidn'tgiveyouattitude?

Maya:notatall

Mareledi:notevenone?

Maya:babeswhenyoutalkaboutapeacefuland

harmonioushomeyouaretalkingabouttheKgang

clan

Mareledi:wowthat'sgood.Aretheyrich?

Maya:idon'tevenwanttotalkaboutthatithought

richpeoplewerearrogantandselfcentredbecause

ofmysisterbutnorichpeoplearethemostsweet

peopleever

Mareledi:totawhenyouarenotforcingarichlifeon

yourselfyouwoulddefinitelybeliketheKgang

family(theylaughed)

Maya:youareright.Guesswhatididafterwegot

here,iaskedifwewerenotgoingtopeelveggies

forthepartytodaymmatheylaughedatme(they

laughed)

Mareledi:Mayahowdoembarrassyourselflikethat?



Maya:ididn'twanttoseemlikeacitygirlwithno

moralsakere

Mareledi:(laughed)ihopeyouarewellawareof

theirlifestylenow

Maya:yeahim busywithmymakeupnowthere'sa

morningphotoshootandthenwehavebreakfast

thengetreadyforthemaineventwhichwillbeheld

atagarden

Mareledi:ihopeyoupickedthebestoutfit

Maya:iwillWhatsAppyouafewoptionssothat

youhelpmechoose

Mareledi:oklove.Dosobeforeistartmyshift.

Anywayfuturehubbyokae?

Maya:(chuckled)theyareoutsidebusywithafew

things

Mareledi:ohokinthemidstofitalldon'tforgetto

praylove.ThankGodforgivingyousuchaloving

secondfamilythoughyouareindenialofthefact

thatyouandJoshuaareamatchmadeinheaven

(theylaughed)thankGodforeverythinggood



happeningnowandaskhimtoprotectitandshield

itfromtheenemies

Maya:thanksforthereminderiwilldefinitelydoso

love

Mareledi:you'rewelcome.Anywayletmefocuson

theroadyouwillsendthoseoutfitoptions

Maya:noproblemseeyouonSunday

Mareledi:let'ssayMondayforlunchcozimoff

MondayandTuesday

Maya:noproblem.Bye

TheyhungsmilingasMayacontinuedwithher

eyebrows.LydiaandMarawentintotheroomshe

wassleepinginholdingtheirmakeupbagsasshe

frowned...

Maya:and?

Mara:justlookatwhatLydiadidonmyeyebrows

Lydia:asifyoudidanythingbetteronmine



Maya:(laughed)iswearmydaughterwoulddoa

muchbetterjob.Grabseatsletmeteachyouhow

todoyourownbrows

Theylaughedtakingtheextradressingchairsand

satbesidesherasshedemonstratedtothemhow

toperfectlydrawtheireyebrows.

Atthehospital...

ThenursefinisheddressingLewis'swoundsashe

gruntedlyingbackdown...

Nurse:thedoctorsaysyoucangohometoday

Lewis:howwilligohomelookinglikethis?Ihave

noonetocomepickmeuporevenanyonetotake

careofme

Nurse:whydon'tyoucallafamilymember?

Lewis:dearmymedicalaidispayingthehospital



billright?

Nurse:yessir

Lewis:theniwillstayuntilifeelbettertogohome

Nurse:oksir.Seeyoulater

SheleftalmostbumpingintoMorriswhocamein

withafruitbasket...

Morris:morning

Lewis:(frowned)hi

Morris:iseeyouaredoingsomuchbetter

Lewis:yesandyouare?

Morris:oh,mynameisMorrisimtheonewhofound

youbytheroadandbroughtyouhere

Lewisfrownedslowlystretchingouthishandto

greethim.Adarktallfinelybuiltmanhewas.He

lookedlikehewasfromthenorthernsideofthe



countrybutalsohadabitofaforeignaccent...

Lewis:thankyou,iguess

Morris:(smiled)it'sok.Sohasthepolicecontacted

youyet?

Lewis:nobutyouknowhowslowtheirservicesare

Morris:yeahheybutibelievetheywill.Didyousee

anyoftheattackersthough?

Lewis:noididn'ttheywerewearingbalaclavas

Morris:ohok.Sowhenaretheydischargingyou

fromhere?

Lewis:theywantedtodischargemetodaybutitold

themican'tbecauseimallaloneatmyhouse

Morris:anyrelativecloseby?

Lewis:no.Imgaysoimdefinitelynotingoodterms

withmyfamily

Morris:butthere'salwaysthatonerelativewhowill

acceptyouforwhoyouare



Lewis:youdon'tknowmyfamilyshame.Ithought

mymotherwouldbetheonetostandwithmebut

nopeshewastheloudestwhentheytoldmehow

satanicandadisgraceiam

Morris:imsosorryyouhadtogothroughthat

Lewis:wellthere'snopeaceinlivingaliesoichose

tolivemytruthforthesakeofmyownpeaceandi

haveactuallyaccumulatedalot.

Morris:choosingpeaceisthebestthingonecan

everdoforthemselvesicanrelatealittletowhat

youaregoingthroughbutformemymother,sisters

andfriendacceptedmewhenicameouttothem.

Theonlypeoplewhohaveaproblemaremydad,

uncles,auntsandcousins(Lewislookedathimin

shock)what?

Lewis:soyouare...

Morris:yesiplayforthehometeamaswell

Lewis:heebathongbutonewouldnevertell.

Anyway,therearestraightactinggaymensowhy

imievensurprised



Morris:exactly.Sowhydon'tyoucallyourboyfriend

atleast?

Lewis:mboregapeplease

Morris:whatisthat?

Lewis:justasillyphrase.Imsingle

Morris:yeahright(hechuckled)

Lewis:isweartoyou

Morris:ohwellit'snotlikegoodlookingmenare

immunetobeingsingle.

Lewis:(chuckled)thankyou.

Morris:let'sgetyoudischargediwilltakecareof

you

Lewis:butwedon'tknoweachother

Morris:thenwecangettoknoweachotherduring

thehealingprocess

Lewis:youwannahitandrun?(Theylaughed)

Morris:youaresosilly.Imtoooldforthat.Imnot

sayingimanoldmanthough



Lewis:iwasabouttoaskyouhowonearthcanan

oldmanbeasbangingasyouare

Morris:whatdoyousay?

Lewis:itwillhavetobeatmyhousethoughcoz

gakereadyforditsitsiritsamothoyomongwe(im

notreadyforanotherperson'sticks)(theylaughed)

ohyougotthat?

Morris:kemotswanaLewis

Lewis:buthowdoyouhaveanaccent?

Morris:wewilltalkaboutthatonourwayhomelet

megogetthedischargeformfromthedoctor

HesmiledleavingwhileLewisscoffedandfrowned.

Anicelookingandcharmingmanhewas.You

couldtellfromhiswalkthathewasasuccessful

mannottomentionhismesmerizingscent.

Atthestation...



Applewastakentotheholdingcellswhereher

motherwasasshestoodupfromherbedandwent

toher...

Lorna:babywhatareyoudoinghere?Idon'twant

youtoseemelikethis

Apple:imnot7momsocalmdown

Lorna:butyouknowyouwillalwaysbemybaby

Apple:yeahyeah.Howdidyousleep?

Lorna:thebedissouncomfortablebutisurelycan

spendtwomorenightsonit

Apple:wasitworthitthoughma?

Lorna:youwantthetruth?(Shenodded)idon't

regrethalfofitmylove.Yesviolenceisnottheway

butsheaskedforit

Apple:what'stheplan?

Lorna:Duncanisgoingtofixherfirst

Apple:howsureareyouaboutthat?



Lorna:ihadalengthyconversationwithhimbefore

youarrivedwiththepolicesoiservedhimafew

hardtruths

Apple:butifeellikeyouhavetoteachheralesson

aswell.Youcan'tlethergetawaywith

disrespectingyoulikethis

Lorna:andiamgoingtojustafterDuncanfinishes

withher.Minewillbethelastnailonthecoffin.So

fornowlethersoakinhermomentofglory.I

contactedmylawyerwhenwegottothepolice

stationandshetoldmethatshewilldefinitelymake

sureimoutbyMonday

Apple:good.Areyougoingtosueher?

Lorna:notonlysueherbutskinheralivebythetime

imdonewithhershewillbebeggingformercy

Apple:nothingdangerousright?

Lorna:imnotaviolentpersonbaby,ilovepeace

andmyretaliationisalwayspeaceful

Apple:ithinkineedafewlessonsbecausewowi

thinkiwouldhaveburntherhousedown



Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchuponother

things.

BackinMaitengwe...

Theadultssataroundthebigdiningtablewiththe

teenagerswhilethetoddlerssatontheirkiddiesone

astheygotservedwithbreakfast.Joshuasoftly

kickedMaya'slegunderthetableasshelookedat

himwithafrownonherfacewhilehemuttered...

Joshua:youlookbeautiful

Maya:(withherteethclenched)wearewiththe

adultsstopit

MrKgang:soMsMoetihowoldareyou?Mywife

couldn'tstoptalkingaboutyoueversinceigothere

Maya:28sir

MrKgang:ohokwhatdoyoudo?



Maya:imaPRManager

MrKgang:where?

Maya:KgangTravelandTours

MrKgang:oh(lookedatJoshuaandsmiled)ojamo

stockongmyboy(youaremixingbusinesswith

pleasure)

ThewholetablebrokeintolaughterwhileMaya

shookherheadnotbelievinghesaidsuchathing...

Joshua:butwhydad?

MrKgang:isn'titthetruth?

Joshua:nodad,no

MrKgang:don'tbeshyaboutitson.Anyway

welcometoourhumblehomemygirlasyoumay

havenoticedwearejustacrazybunchandwait

untiltheytakeinsomepercentageyouwillseehow

crazytheycanget

Maya:ohthatimlookingforwardto



Theylaughedbutthelaughwascutshortasafight

ensuedatthekiddiestable.Theyallquietlylooked

atthemasLydiaandMayafrowned.Aprilandher

daughterseemedtobefightingforatoyasLydia's

daughterslappedApril.MayaswallowedasHerbert

lookedatherthenAprilreturnedtheslapand

slappedLydia'sdaughterback...

Lydia:guys!No!

Theybothcriedrunningtotheirmotherswhile

Glidiaquietlylookedon...

Maya:whatistheissue?

April:shewantedtotakethetoyfromme

Lydia:whywouldyoudothatZuri?

Zuri:thetoyisminemama

Lydia:noZuridon'tyouknowhowtoshare?Huh?



Whatdiditellyouaboutbeatingotherchildren?

Herhusband:comeonlove...

Lydia:nobabeZurineedstorespectotherpeople

andunderstandthatsharingisimportant

Maya:(clearedherthroat)Zuricomeherebaby(she

wenttoher)whofoundthetoyfirst?

Zuri:Aprildid

Maya:Aprildidsheasktosharethetoywithyou?

April:yes

Maya:andwhodoesitbelongto?

Zuri:me

Maya:okwhenthere'sonetoyweshareokbaby

(Zurinodded)andAprildidinotteachyouthatbaby?

April:youdidmama

Maya:inthiscasehowwouldyouhavesharedthe

toy?

April:icould...icould(sniffed)icouldchangeher

clotheswhileshedoesherhairorshechangesthe



clothesandidothehair

Maya:good.Nexttimewhenyouhaveonetoyto

playwithalwaysfindwaysofdoingsopeacefully

okZuri?(shenodded)rightApril?(Shenodded)now

ZuriapologisetoAprilforhittingher

Zuri:imsorryforhittingyou

Maya:April

April:imsorryforhittingyoutooiwillneverdoit

again

Maya:good.Zurimylovewhenyouhaveaproblem

withsomeoneyoudon'trushtofightwiththemok?

Zuri:yesaunty

Maya:youtalkpeacefullyandifyoucan'tagreeyou

talktoaneldertohelpyousolvetheproblemokmy

girl?

Zuri:yesaunty

Maya:goodgirlsnowhugitoutmybabiesladies

don'tfight



Shesmiledastheyhugged...

Maya:gobacktoyourtable

Theyhoppedbackwithsmilesontheirfacesand

peacefullyplayedwiththedollwhileMayafrowned

lookingateveryoneastheyquietlylookedather...

Maya:everythingok?

Lydia:pleasetakemychildrenbackwithyouon

Sundayibelieveaweekwithyoutheywillcome

betterkids

Stephen:mytwinsaswell

Hiswife:pleaseyouwouldhavehelped

Joshua:woahwoahwoahrebusykoGaborone

guysgarebatlemerwalo(wearebusyinGaborone

wedon'twantanymoretrouble)



Theylaughedandchatloudlyhavingtheirfood.

InRanaka...

Lovemore'scarcametheotherwaywhile

Precious'scamefromtheothersideastheyboth

frownedrecognizingoneanother's...

Precious:(swallowed)Lovemore?

Lovemore:(frowned)Precious?

Meanwhileinherhousethewomanfeltaheavy

spiritfallonherasshegruntedoutloudwhileBaba

gruntedfeelingthewoman'sspiritaswell.That

momentPreciousswallowedagainwithherheart

racingthinkingofdrivingoffbuttherewasnouse

assheknewLovemoresawher.Herheartrate

increasedasLovemoregotoutofhiscar,followed

byhisauntandBaba...



Precious:what!?

Kuziva:don'tgotohershewillbringherselfinside

LovemoreshookhisheadfollowingagruntingBaba

intotheyardashesprinkledliquidaroundwhilethe

womancontinuedtoloundlygruntinthehut.A

shakingPrecioustookherphoneandwenttoNale's

numberbutasshewasabouttocallherthebattery

died.

^

^

^

^

^
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Precious:heebathongbamodimokantejaanong

godiragalang(what'shappening)

Backinthehousethewomamgruntedhittingher

flywhiskontheground...

Woman:idareyoutocomeinhere

Baba:whatcanyoupossiblydo?

Woman:doyouthinkimscaredofyou?

Baba:wouldibehereifyouwerethatpowerful?

Woman:donotunderestimatemypoweroldman!

Shesaidgruntinglouderaswindstartedblowing.

Lovemorefrownedlookingbackfightingtheurgeof

goingtogetPrecious...

Baba:areyoureallygoingtoscaremeawaywith



suchasmallwind

Woman:leavethisyard

Baba:notuntilwegetwhatwecameherefor

MeanwhileinthecarPrecioustriedtostartitbutit

wouldn't...

Precious:heelangwhywon'tit...

Shestoppedtalkingasshefeltsomethingmoveon

herlegs.Herheartskippedhopingitwasnotwhat

shewasthinkingitwas.Sheslowlylookeddown

andlockedeyeswithasnakeasshejumpedoutof

thecarandranoffscreaming.ThatmomentBaba

smiledasheshookasmallbottlewhilethewind

gotstrongerbythesecond...

Lovemore:she'srunningoff!

Baba:Kavimba!Don't



Kaviza:youshouldlistentoBaba

Lovemore:butshe's...

Beforegoinganyfurthereverythingwentdarkas

shetrippedongrassandfelldownscreaming...

Precious:bathongthusang!(Help)Ican'tsee!

Thusang!

ShescreamedforhelpasBabaturnedtothe

directionofhervoiceashedidn'tseeathing

becauseofthestrongwind...

Woman:leaveheralone!

Baba:notuntilshefacesme!

ThattimeKuzivaandLovemorecoveredtheirnoses

andmouthswiththeireyesclosed.Acrying



Preciousinthemiddleofthestrongwindswithno

visionstoodupandtriedtofindherwaybacktothe

caronlytoendupinherwitchdoctor'syard.Baba

movedforherasshemadeherwayinsidewhilethe

womanswallowed.Hemadehiswayinaswellas

hisentourageandclosedthedoor...

Woman:didinotaskyoutonotcomeinhere?What

haveyoudonetoher?

Precious:(screaming)helpme!Ican'tsee!

Baba:ihavecastaspellonherthatwillonlybe

reversedaftershetellsthetruth

Woman:she'snotgoingtotellyouanything

Baba:ohsoyouwanthertoliveherwholelifewith

novision?

Precious:canyoudosomething

Baba:theonlythingthatcanhelpyouisifyoutell

thetruth



Hestoodupandkickedthewoman'sboilingpot

spillingallthemixturesinitonthefloor...

Woman:imgoingtopayyouforthis!

Baba:iwouldlovetoseeyoutry.Womanstart

talking!Whatdidyoudotothisman?

Precious:(sniffed)imnotgoingtosayanything

Lovemore:Preciousit'soverjusttellmeeverything

youhavedonethere'snoneedforyoutofightit

now

Precious:kareimnotgoingtosayanything!Idid

nothing!

Baba:lies!

AshesaidPreciousfeltsomethingstrangleheras

shefellbackgaggingholdingherneck...

Baba:areyounotgoingtohelpyourclient?



Shetriedtogetabottlefromhershelfastheshelf

felloffthewallwitheverybottleonitbreakingon

thefloor...

Baba:itoldyouthatyoudon'twanttomesswith

meinthatway.Womanstarttalking

Woman:(tookoutapanga)youareallgoingto

leavethisplaceonyourbacks

SheattemptedtoattackLovemoreasshetripped

onhermatandfellasBabatookaropefromhis

bagandtiedherhandstoherback...

Woman:leavemealone!(Preciouscoughed)

Baba:Preciousdoyouseehowweakyourinyanga

is?Nowstarttalking

Precious:ididn'twanttolosehim!Ihadhimtiedto

me!(Shecoughed)



Baba:howdidyoudoit!?

Precious:(crying)itookhisvestandunderwearand

gavethemtoher!(Crying)iloveyouLovemorei

woulddoanythingforyou

Baba:evenlockinghislife?Whatifthemutiyou

usedwasgoingtomakehimloseallhisthings?

Precious:alliwantedwasforhimtoseemeandme

only(Lovemoreshookhishead)

Baba:nowtellhimabouthischildren(Precious

swallowedasherheartraced)wearewaitingon

you!

Precious:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Baba:doyouwanttoloseyourbreathagain?Start

talking!

Lovemore:whichoneofthekidsisnotmine

Precious?(sheburstintotears)

Precious:wheredoyougetthatnonsense!

Lovemore:justtellmedammit!

Precious:itwasamistake!



Lovemore:(angrily)whichoneofthekidsisnot

mine!

Precious:youwerenothomeandiwasgoing

throughalotandwantedadistraction

Lovemore:Preciousanswermedammit!

Precious:Nyasha!(Burstintotears)Nyashaisnot

yourdaughter!Imsosorry

Lovemore'sheartshatteredasheswallowed

blinking...

Precious:itwasn'tmeanttobelikethatLovemore

alliwantedwastohaveagoodtimeandthatman

wasavailablesoweendedupdoingit

Lovemore:whereishe?(Shekeptquiet)wherethe

hellishe!?

Precious:(crying)around

Lovemore:doesheknowaboutthis?

Precious:yeshedoesbutwecametoan



agreementthatthisbecomesoursecret(Kuziva

shookherhead)

Lovemore:youareawickedwomanPrecious

Precious:(crying)NyashaisyourchildLovemore

andiknowyouloveher!Iknowyoudopleasedon't

abandonher!

Lovemore:youmakemesickandicursethedayi

fellinlovewithyou

Precious:(sniffed)whatareyougoingtodo?

Lovemore:youhavethenervetoaskmesucha

dumpquestion.Youwon'tevenknowwhoyouare

bythetimeimdonewithyou.Wickeddog!Sies!

Hespatonherandmadehiswayoutwithhisaunt

comingbehindhimwhilePreciouscriedoutloud

callinghim.Babalookedatthefightingwomanwho

wastryingtofreeherself.Hesquattedandscoffed...

Baba:youmessedwiththewrongfamily



Woman:youarenevergoingtofindpeace!

Hetookahandfulofpowderfromhisbagandblew

itonthewoman'sfaceasshestartedshakingwith

foamcomingoutofhermouthandnostrils.He

stoodupandlookedatPreciousthenmadehisway

out.HegotinthecarasLovemoreroughlydroveoff

whilebackinthehousePreciousregainedher

vision...

Precious:ohno!Ohno!Ohno!

Shesaidscreaminglookingatherdeadwitchdoctor

andranouttohercar.

AtLewis'shouse...

Morrisputonanapronandgotbusyinthekitchen

whileLewiscomfortablysatintheloungewatching



tvwithafleeceoverhim.Anopenhouseplanhouse

itwasashesmiledlookingatMorriscutting

vegetables.Helookedupandsmiledtooasthey

lockedeyes...

Morris:iseverythingok?

Lewis:imjustinawe

Morris:of?

Lewis:howmuchofawonderfulstrangeryouare

Morris:let'sjustsayiwasraisedwell

Lewis:itisevident.Younevertoldmewhatyoudo

Morris:imaco-ownerofacardealership/garage.

EverheardofKavimbaMotors?

Lewis:yeahiknowthegarageandthesurname.A

friendofmine'ssisterismarriedtotheownerofthe

garage

HisfacewentpaleashethoughtofMaya...



Morris:areyouok?

Lewis:(sighed)justasillythought

Morris:tellmeaboutit

Lewis:ahit'snotimportantjustsomefriendship

mishapsnothingmuch

Morris:thesamefriendwho'sKavimba'sinlaw?

Lewis:yeah.Ithinkimissher

Morris:whathappened?

Lewis:shejustdecidedtoendthefriendshipbut

nowthatithinkofitiwasunfairtoher

Morris:thenifyoucareaboutherthatmuchyou

shouldtalktoher

Lewis:ahnoshemadeitclearthatshewants

nothingtodowithmesoit'sok.Ifweweremeantto

befriendswewillfindourwaybacktoeachother

andifnotstillfine

Morris:imsorryforthat.Whatcanidotomakeyou

feelbetter?



Lewis:takeoffyourclothesandcooknaked(they

laughed)

Morris:youarenasty

Lewis:imserious

Morris:ohno,imightbeabitcomfortablebutim

notthereyet

Theylaughedasaknockcamethroughandthe

dooropened...

Bianca:okae!?(Whereareyou)Bringmything...oh

Lewis:kegoreBiancaogaisiwalekesephinya.O

itatlhelafelamomatlongabatho(evenafartis

betterthanyouBianca.Youjustthrowyourselfin

otherpeople'shouses)

Bianca:whathappenedtoyou?Hellosir

Morris:hi

Lewis:nothingyoushouldbeconcernedabout



Bianca:nofriendyoudon'tlookgoodsoI'mtrying

to...

Lewis:leavemealoneBiancaandgivememy

moneynow

Bianca:ohwowLewisreally?

Lewis:evenifidiediwouldhavemadesureto

demandmymoneybackeveryday.Paymemosadi

Bianca:canwepleasetalkaboutthis

Lewis:ihavenothingtotalktoyouaboutalliwant

ismymoney

Bianca:evenwhenyouarelikethisyouarestillrude,

what'swrongwithyouLewis?

Lewis:what'srudeaboutaskingformymoneyback?

Gaobatlabonagoremetlhologasedilotsabo1880

BCtswelelakagobatlagontshelekajalomosetsana.

Kekopamadiame(ifyouwanttoseethatmiracles

didn'tstopyearsagocontinueannoyingmelikethat.

Canihavemymoney)

Bianca:idon'thaveyourmoneynowLewis

Lewis:whereisit?Areyounotpaid?



Bianca:(swallowed)thingisihavebeenlyingtoyou

Lewis:aboutwhat?Biancadon'tcomewithcooked

liestomeplease

Bianca:noimseriousLewis.Imjustanail

technicianandnotapartner

Lewis:mma?

Bianca:iliedtoyouguysbecauseiwantedtofitin.

Youareeducated,Mayaiseducatedsoiwanted

y'alltorespectmetoo

Lewis:whosaidwewerenotgoingtorespectyou

evenifyouarenoteducatedorsuccessful?

Jaanongwhataboutallthemoneyyouhavebeen

spending?

Bianca:iborrowedmoneyfrompeople

Lewis:sooneofthemcamedemandingtheir5k

backandyoufoundawaytoscammeinstead?

Bianca:it'snotlikethatLewisiwasinatightcorner

Lewis:whatisitlikethenBiancapleaseexplainthat

becausefromwhereimsittingyouliedtousand

continuedtolietometoanextendofstealingfrom



mewithfalsepretenceBiancaketlagotshwarisa

kana(iwillhaveyouarrested)

Bianca:(tearfully)imsorryLewis

Lewis:nnammaiwantmymoneyandimhonestly

donewithyou.Thereisyourbagandcarkeys.Get

outofmyhousebutmakesureyouhavemymoney

intwoweeksorelseimsendingsheriff'syourway

Bianca:Lewisdon'tdothatplease

Lewis:imeanit.Nowifyoudon'tmindiwouldlike

tomindthepainiminrightnow.Leave

ShelookedathimandlookedatMorristhentook

herthingsandstoppedbythedoor...

Bianca:Lewis

Lewis:tsamaaBiancatsamaagakepinagake

boelediwegantsi(justgoBianca,imnotgoingto

repeatmyself)justgo



Hesaidclickinghistongueandincreasedthetv

volumewhileshemadeherwayout.

InMaitengwe...

Inalimesilkhighwaisttrouserthatwentwellwith

herskintone,Mayacheckedherselfoutinthe

mirrorasitsatwellonhervoluptuousbody.She

smiledandfixedthematchingcroptopthat

showedabitofhercleavageassheputonher

diamondearringsshegotfromJoshuaontheirfirst

date.Shefixedherlipstickandsprayedherperfume

onherneckandwriststhenputonherwatch.She

satonthedressingchairandputonherstilettos

thentookthenecklace.Shetriedtoputitonbut

failedasthedooropened...

Joshua:sorryfornotknockingbuti...

Wordsvanishedfromhismouthashisjawdropped



tothefloorseeingallthebeautythatwasMayain

themirror.Shesmiledlookingathimandsneered...

Maya:Joshua,Jo?

Joshua:(clearedhisthroatandchuckled)ohim

sorryididn'tmeantostare

Maya:it'sokcanyoupleasehelpmewiththis

necklace

Joshua:ohok

Shestoodupandstoodinfrontofhimgivinghim

herbackthenmovedherhairtothesideabitwhile

hetriedtoputitonwithhispalmssweating...

Maya:areyouwinning?

Joshua:yeahjustasecond(hefinallymanaged)

yeahdone

Maya:(turned)thankyousomuch.Doilookok?

(Shesaidcheckingherselfout)



Joshua:noyoudon't

Maya:(frowned)what?Soshouldichangeor...

Joshua:youlookbreathtaking

Maya:(chuckled)ohthankyou.Younearlygaveme

aheartatta...

Shefrozeashegrabbedonherfaceandsoftly

kissedher.Hestoppedandsteppedbackwhile

Mayaheldherlips...

Joshua:imsosorryididn'tmeantodothatit'sjust

thati...i...

Maya:don'tbe

Joshua:noiknowisaidiwantedourfirstphysical

contacttobespecialandmemorablebuttheni...

Maya:thisisspecialandmemorable

Joshua:huh?

Maya:youareagoodmanJoshuaandthere's



nothingthatwouldpleasemethantogiveusa

chance

Joshua:(heartskippedashesmiled)saythatagain?

Maya:iwouldloveustotrythisdatingthingand

seewhereitwillgo

Joshua:ohwowidon'tknowwhattodoorsay.I

promiseyou,youarenotgoingtoregretitiwill

makesuretomakeyouthehappiestwomanon...

Maya:(putherfingeronhislips)stoptalkingand

kissmeagain

Sheflashedherbeautifulsmileathimashe

swallowedandlickhislipsgoingforhismouth...

Mara:(opened)yohbathongikatlengkagosunana

(pleasewaitonthekissing)wearerunningoutof

time

Theylaughedasshefinishedupandtookher



thingsmakingtheirwayout.

InMochudi...

AcryingPrecioussoundedherhornsoloudas

Ronafrownedopeningthegate.Shegotoutas

Preciousparkedthecaronthegateandgotoff

runningtoher...

Rona:what'swrongPrecious?

Precious:(crying)mamagosenyegile,sengwele

sengwesesenyegile(everythingisruinedma,it's

allamess)

Rona:whatareyoutalkingabout?Whyareyou

crying?

Precious:Lovemoreknowsthetruthmama,

Lovemoreknowsthe...yoh

Shecriedmorewithherhandsonherheadgoing



insidethehousewhileRonaswallowedandblinked

followingherin.
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Ronaturnedbythedoorandwenttodriveher

daughter'scarfurtherinparkingitunderashade.

ShesighedandwenttothehousewherePrecious

wouldn'tstopcrying...

Rona:whathappenedPrecious?

Precious:(sniffed)igottoRanakaonlytofind



Lovemoreandhispeoplethere.Hewaswithhisevil

auntmama

Rona:whydidn'tyoudriveback?

Precious:therewasnousebecausehehadalready

seenme.ItriedtocallNalebutmyphonejustwent

off.Idecidedtojustdriveoffbutthecarwouldn't

startthenisawasnakeinmycarandthenranoff

onlytogoblindandfall.Justlookatmyclothes

Rona:iwasabouttoaskwhathappenedtothem

Precious:somehowifoundmyselfinthatuseless

woman'shousewhereeverythinghappened.They

mademeconfessmamatheymademe...yoh(she

burstintoanothercry)

Rona:(frowned)whatexactlydidtheymakeyou

confess?

Precious:thatihavetiedLovemoretomyselfand

that...that...yohbathong

Rona:whatPrecious

Precious:thatNyashaisnotLovemore'schild

Rona:what!?



Precious:yesNyashaisnotLovemore'sdaughter

Rona:howPreciousandhowcanyoukeepsucha

thingfromme?

Precious:itwasamistakema.Iwaslonelyand

becameweak

Rona:doyourealisewhatyouhavedone?

Precious:stopjudgingmeandhelpme

Rona:youneedmyhelpnowneh?Afteritoldyouto

notgotoRanaka.ItoldyoualotoftimesPrecious

that,thatwomanisofnousetoyoubutnowith

yourprideyoudecidedtogoagainstmywordand

doasyoupleaselooknow,looknowPrecious

everythingwehaveworkedhardforhasgonedown

thedrainallbecauseofyouruselesswitchdoctor

Precious:mmawillyouhelpornot

Rona:youaremydaughterandiwon'tletpeople

walkalloveryoulikethatbutfromhereonyou

shouldlistentomeanddoasisayunderstood?

Precious:yes

Rona:fixyourselfweareleavingin20minutes



(clickedhertongue)idon'tunderstandwhypeople

wouldn'tjustmindtheirownbusiness.Theyare

goingtoregretevermessingwithyou.Ifit'swar

theywantthenit'swartheywillget

Sheclickedhertongueagaingoingtoherbedroom

whilePreciouswenttoherstochange.

AthouseofChi...

AfterbeingcleansedLovemorecontactedChioma

anddecidedtogotogotoheroffice.Shesatback

andtriedtohideherfacialexpressionwithasmile

ashetookhisseat...

Chioma:youlooklikeyouaregoingthroughalot

Lovemore:whatiswrongwithsomewomen?

Chioma:whathappened?

Lovemore:thiswomanbewitchedmeandcheated



onmeandnotonlydidshecheatshealsohada

childwiththatnonsenseofaman

Chioma:areyoubeingserious?

Lovemore:yes.Thedaughterihavebeenthinkingis

mineisnotmine(sheswallowed)areyouok?

Chioma:rememberwhenshegottothehospitali

wasstillsayingsomething?

Lovemore:yes

Chioma:isawamarkonyourdaughter'sarmandi

wasabouttoaskifyouguysmarkyourchildrenor

it'safamilytrait

Lovemore:areyouserious?

Chioma:yeah

Lovemore:theKavimba'sfamilytraitsareournails.

Wehavedarkercuticlesandtocomethinkof

Nyasha'scuticlesaredifferentfromours.Ijust

decidedtonotpaymuchattentiontoit

Chioma:imsosorry

Lovemore:imhonestlyhurt



Chioma:itshouldhurt.Whathaveyoudecidedon

doing?

Lovemore:imgoingthroughwiththedivorceand

makesurethatiskinheralive.Iwanttoteachhera

lessonshewillneverforgetbythetimeimdone

withhershewillbeabeggerinthestreetsitelling

you

Chioma:whataboutNyasha?

Lovemore:Nyashawillalwaysbemydaughterthat

willneverchange.Ilovethatgirl

Chioma:areyougoingtotellher?

Lovemore:imhonestlyconfusedpoorgirlisgoing

throughalotalreadyimaginewakingtothetrauma

ofbeingabusedandthatyouarenotthedaughter

tothemanyouhaveknownforlong

Chioma:iknowit'sapainfulthingbutshedeserves

toknowthetruth

Lovemore:iknowbutit'salotChi,alsothatshe's

supposedtowriteherexamssoon

Chioma:let'swaitforhertowakeupthenshe



decidesonwhattodo.Hermentalhealthisvery

importantbeforeshesitsforthatexambecauseif

shesitsinthatexamroomchancesofhernot

makingitarehigh

Lovemore:yeahiguesswewillhavetowaitforher

towakeup

Chioma:haveyoufoundatherapistforher?

Lovemore:notyet

Chioma:okidon'tmindhelping

Lovemore:areyouaprofessional?

Chioma:ihaveahighdegreeinsocialworkMrK

Lovemore:(smiled)whatisitthatyoudon'tdo?

Chioma:(laughed)ipracticallydoeverything

Lovemore:imeanyoualsohaveaspiritualgift

Chioma:whentheytalkofajackofalltradesthey

meanme

Lovemore:literally(theylaughed)thankyouforthe

kindgestureiwilldefinitelybringhertoyou.(His

phonerang)Kavimbahello



Dr:gooddaysiryouarespeakingtoNyasha's

doctor

Lovemore:okwhatcanidoforyouDoctor?

Dr:yourdaughterisawakesir.Itriedtogetholdof

hermotherbutherphoneisoff

Lovemore:okiwillbetherejustnow(hehungup)

she'sawake

Chioma:ohokallthebestheyiwouldgowithyou

butistillhavealotofcatchinguptodowiththe

othershops

Lovemore:noproblembutimnotgoingtotalkto

hertoday

Chioma:okbutyouaregoingtotalktoherright?

Lovemore:yeah(shegavehimastare)ipromise

andiwantyoutobethere

Chioma:good.Iwillmaketime

Lovemore:thanks.Seeyousoon

Chioma:bye



HerushedoutwhileChiomasatbackandsighed...

Chioma:thingswillstartlookinggoodforyouMrK

justhanginthereandkeepthefaith

Shesaidgoingbacktowork.

IntheoutskirtsofMochudi...

DressedindisguisesRonaledthewayintoher

witchdoctor'syardwithPreciouscomingbehindher.

Theysatnexttooneanotheronthematwhilethe

womanlaughedshakingherhead...

Rona:iknow

Precious:whatareyoulaughingat?

Rona:Preciousbehave

Precious:noshecan'tjustlookatusandlaugh



Woman:iseeyourdaughterhasn'tchangedabit

Precious:itwilltakea...

Rona:Preciousmanao.Ithinkshehaslearnther

lessonhenceshe'sheretoday

Woman:dearalwayslistentoyourmotherbecause

sheknowsbest.Stopthinkingthatshe'sthereason

behindyourdaughtermisfortune.Onethingabout

Ronaisthatshewouldneverhurtyou.Youareher

preciousgifthenceshenamedyouPreciousso

trustyourmothermygirl

Precious:sinceyouthinkyouarethatpowerfultell

mewhohurtmydaughter

Woman:youwillhavetobringherhereformetotell

youorbringapieceofherclothing

Rona:ishouldhavethoughtaboutthatwaitsebuti

willdosoverysoon

Woman:good(turnedtoPrecious)thingsarenot

lookinggoodforyoumygirlyourhusbandisoutfor

bloodbutdon'tworryyouhavecometotheright

place



Precious:soyouarenotgoingtodieonme?

Woman:tellherwhereiwentfortrainingRona

Rona:shewasmarriedtoanAngolianman.Hewas

aleaderofthemostpowerfulcultinAngolasohe

passedonthepowerstoherwhenhepassedon

(Preciouscurvedherlips)

Woman:yessoimnotyourweakwitcheswheni

strikeistrikehardandleavenostonesunturned.

Takeoffyourclothes

Precious:what?

Woman:takeoffyourclothesimgoingtocleanse

youandwashawayallthebadluckthatwoman

bestowedonyouthenstartfromscratch

Precious:idon'twantscratchiwantmyhusband

back

Woman:andyouaregoingtogethimback.Ican

smellanotherwoman'sscentthough

Precious:yesthere'sthiswomanhe'salwayswith

Woman:don'tworryfromherewearegoingtodeal

withherniceandgood.Getinthatroomiwillbe



withyoujustnow

Precioussmiledfeelingveryhopefulwhilethe

womanlookedatRona...

Rona:what?

Woman:whenareyougoingtotellherwhatshedid

toherself?

Rona:youknowican'tdothat

Woman:butyouhavetoRona

Rona:canwepleasefocusonthenow

Woman:Lovemore'shealerisverydangerous

Rona:whatareyouthinking?

Woman:forustooverpowerhimwehavetotake

outthebigguns

Rona:soyouaretellingmethatit'stimetogoto

Molepolole?

Woman:yes



Precious:imwaiting

Woman:imcoming(toRona)youknowwhattodo

Rona:youdon'thavetotellmetwice.

AtMoses'shouse...

Kerengparkedhiscarinfrontofhisgateandwent

intheyardwherehefoundhimwithhiswifeand

child...

Kereng:goodday

Moses:gooddaysirhowcanibeofhelp?

Kereng:areyouMoses?

Moses:yessir

Kereng:imconstableKereng,mayipleasehavea

wordwithyou?

Moses:noproblemsir

Kereng:doyouknowRonaMoeti?



Moses:(swallowed)yessirshe'smyboss

Kereng:howlonghaveyouknownher?

Moses:4years

Kereng:ok.Ibelieveyouareawareofwhat

happenedtohergrandaughterright?

Moses:yessirit'saverypainfulthingforachildto

evergothrough

Kereng:isthatlittlegirlyourdaughter?

Moses:yessir

Kereng:imaginethesamedonetoyourdaughter

Godforbidbutjustimagineandtellmehowyou

wouldfeel

Moses:(clearedhisthroat)iwouldneverbeokuntil

iseetheculpritpaying

Kereng:nowimaginewhatherfatherisgoing

throughatthemoment

Moses:(sighed)yeahneh

Kereng:andibelievethat'syourwiferight?



Moses:yessir

Kereng:thenwhydidyoutellMrKavimbathatyou

don'thaveawifenorachild?(Heswallowed)i

askedyouaquestionMoses

Moses:thingis...

Kereng:Mosesyouhavebeenarrestedforrapeand

attemptedmurderofNyashaKavimba

Moses:what!?Sirwhywouldidosomethinglike

that?

Kereng:canwenotmakethingshardforone

another.Let'sgo

Woman:gowhere?

Kereng:yourhusbandhasbeenarrestedfor

abusinghisboss'schild

Woman:what!?Moseswouldneverdosuchathing

Moses:honeytellhim,tellhimthat...

HetookoffasKerengquicklyreachedforhisgun

aimingforhislegandpulledthetrigger.Thewife



screamedasherhusbandfellonthegroundwhile

Kerengclickedhistonguetakingoutthecuffs...

Kereng:youhavejustdonethingsworsefor

yourselfmyman

Hesaidcuffinghimandjerkedhimupdragginghim

tothecarwhilehegrunted.Onherkneeshiswife

criedoutforhelpwiththesmallgirlcryingaswell

pullingherdress.

AttheDuncan's...

DuncangaveAlexanderaglassofjuiceasshetook

asipandopenedhertab...

Alexander:youknowidon'tworkonweekendsMr

Duncanbutyouweretalkingaboutachildsoihad

torun



Duncan:thankyouformakingtime.Iwillput

somethingextrawheniforwardthepayment

Alexander:(smiled)thatwouldbeappreciated.Your

wifecontactedmeafterbeingarrested

Duncan:ohshedid?

Alexander:yesbutsheinsteadtoratherspendthe

weekendthereimeanwhodoesthat?

Duncan:(sighed)ihavedoneherbadMrsTaolo

Alexander:whatdidyoudoDuncan?

Duncan:icheatedonherandhadababyoutside

ourmarriage

Alexander:(satback)heebathongDuncan

Duncan:iknowMrsTiknow

Alexander:youguysarenowputtingmeinatight

cornershouldshewanttodivorcewhowillihaveto

standfor?

Duncan:imnotgoingtoletthathappen

Alexander:youmenthoughwhycan'tyouremain

faithfultoyourwives?Anywaysoiguessthechild



youmentionedistheoneyouhavewiththisother

woman?

Duncan:yesiwanttoapplyforsolecustody

Alexander:ohok.Isthemotherworking?

Duncan:noshewasourhousehelper

Alexander:what'swrongwithmenandcheating

withhousehelpers?Whycan'tyouacceptyour

wivesthewaytheyare?Imeanyouknewwho

Lornawasbeforeyoumarriedherright?

Duncan:yes

Alexander:whydidyoucheat?

Duncan:ijustwantedtohavemyownbiological

childbutiendedupfallinginlovewithPatience

Alexander:youaregoingtodoalottoconvince

Lornatostayinthismarriagebecauseshouldshe

decideotherwiseimgoingtorepresentherincourt

andibelieveyouknowwhatimcapableofright?

Duncan:yesMrsTiwillworkhardtomakethe

marriagework



Alexander:ihopeyouprayalivingGodbecausei

wouldhatetoreapyouapart.Anywaysosole

custodyisallyouwant?

Duncan:yes

Alexander:imgoingtoneedmorereasonstowhy

youwantsolecustodybesidesthefactthatshe's

notworking

Duncan:shedrinksandhersisterisaheavydrinker

Alexander:ohok.Isthesisterworking?

Duncan:noimtheonewhoboughtthemfoodand

toiletriesatthathouse

Alexander:doesshehaveanyqualifications?

Duncan:noshedoesn't

Alexander:evenPatience?

Duncan:evenPatience.Allsheknowsistobea

househelper

Alexander:(scoffed)ok.Ihatedoingthistomothers

becauseeverymotherdeservestoraisetheirchild

butit'sgoingtobenefitthechildafterallandagain



shebetrayedanotherwomansowhyshouldispare

her?IwillgotocourtonMondayandmakesure

shegetsservedbeforetheendofthebusinessday

onMonday

Duncan:thankyou

Alexander:noproblem(downedherjuiceand

checkedthetime)letmegetgoing.Wearehaving

allnightservicetonightmaybeyoushouldcome

andaskforforgivenessfromGod

Hejustchuckledasshetookherthingsleaving

whileDuncansighedsittingback...

Apple:(upstairs)factisiwillneverforgiveyoufor

whatyoudidtothewomanyouclaimedtolove.No

matterwhatyoudo,howeveryoutrytoclearyour

consciencetomeyouwillalwaysremainthatman

whocausedthewomanwhogaveheralltohimthe

greatestpainofthemall



Shesaidgoingbacktoherbedroomashesighed

rubbinghisforehead.

THATEVENING

InMaitengwe...

Withtheformalactivitiesoutofthewayeveryone

wasintheircasualandcomfortableclothesasthey

partiedthenightaway.Therewasafamilycircle

withafewfriendsastheydidadancechallenge

withJoshuatryinghisbestwithhistwoleftfeet.

FromtheirtableMrandMrsKgangsmiledlooking

on...

MrKgang:happybirthdayonceagainmylove

Glidia:thankyouhoney.It'ssogoodseeingmy

familyunitedandhappylikethis

MrKgang:(heldherhand)wedidgoodbyraising



thesekids

Glidia:indeedihopetheycarrytheteachingsto

theirkidsandchildrenbecausealliwantisa

peacefulhome

MrKgang:ibelievetheywillandimsojealousof

yourgift

Glidia:(smiledlookingatthebrandnewBenz)my

sonreallyoutdidhimself.Improudofhim

MrKgang:soimi.Sowhatwouldyousaytothe

ideaofmovingabroadfortheremainingperiodof

theyear?

Glidia:what!?

MrKgang:icouldn'tletJoshuasurpassmeasyour

husbandwhenitcomestogiftingsoiboughtusa

houseinFloridaandwecangetgoingassoonas

possible

Glidia:bathongdaddythankyousomuch(she

kissedhim)

MrKgang:youarewelcomemylovebutdon'ttell

thekidsnowwewilltellthemtomorrow



Glidia:areyouseriouslove?

MrKgang:iwillshowyouallthedetailsofthesale

whenwegethome

Glidia:thankyousososomuchmylove

MrKgang:thepleasureisallminebabe.Nowletme

goshowJoshuahowit'sdone

Theylaughedashewenttothedancefloorwhile

Glidialookedonemotional.Shelockedeyeswith

Mayaandcalledher...

Maya:heyma

Glidia:howareyoudoingmygirl?

Maya:imhavingalotoffun

Glidia:that'sgood.Areyouenjoyingyourstayhere?

Maya:morethananythingmaebileiwishwecould

movehere(theychuckled)

Glidia:thatwouldmakemehappybutyouknow



whatmusthappenforyouguystomovehereright

Maya:yesmawhichissomethinghewouldbe

scepticalabout

Glidia:whowouldbescepticalaboutmarryinga

wonderfulyoungwomanlikeyou?

Maya:ohyouaretalkingaboutthat

Glidia:yes.Joshuabetterhurryandsnatchyou

beforetheseboystrytomesswithyou

Maya:(chuckled)ourrelationshipisnew

Glidia:sowhat?Areyouguysnotinlovewithone

another?

Maya:wearestilldiscoveringthatbutthereare

feelings

Glidia:butyoulovehimright?

Maya:yesma

Glidia:thenmakesureyoukeephimmylove.Yes

youcan'tkeepamanbutibelieveyouarecapable

ofdoingsobecauseyouareanallroundamazing

youngwoman.Iknowwehaveknowneachfor2



daysbuticanseemyselfinyou.Yourlevelof

respect,yourmotheringskillsandsenseofhumour

arewhatcanbuildapeacefulandwarmhome.You

arefertileright?

Maya:(laughed)yesmaiam

Glidia:goodbecauseMrKandiwanttonesand

tonesofgrandkids

Maya:butyouknowthewhitehorseain'tjokes

Glidia:(laughed)thepainisunbearablebutonce

youholdyourlittlebabyitallgoesaway

Maya:truethat

Glidia:butmostimportantlymylove,loveand

respectyourmanandhewilldothesame.Iraised

Joshuaandiknowthekindofmanheis.Hegrewin

awarmandpeacefulhomesoheknowshowto

treatawomanbecausehisfathertaughthimwell

(Mayasmiled)nowmostimportantlyhowkinkyare

you?

Maya:(shocked)bathongma

Glidia:babymonnawajewa(youmustsatisfya



man)(Mayalaughedoutloud)imseriousibetyou

imtheonlywomaninourgenerationwhoknows

womanontop

Maya:(laughing)bathomaGlostop

Glidia:(laughing)yesnanaobonale(yousee)plain

yoghurtmygirlitwilldowondersforyou

Maya:waitsekeengididn'texpectthis

Glidia:trustmeihavetaughtmydaughtershow

to...(checkediftherewerekidsaround)howto

pleaseamansotheywilltellyouexactlywhatim

tellingyounow

Maya:(sighedstilllaughing)ohwowbutI'vegot

gameaswelljustthatit'sbeenlongsinceigot

intimatewithaman

Glidia:yohyohyohbathongnanatlhwaafallago

ntshadirusiao(workongettingofthatrustmy

baby)(theylaughed)

Maya:okimgoingtodienow

Glidia:(salivated)istillwearlingerieformy

husbandeventoday(theylaughed)yes



Maya:iguessgotsofalayobatlang(ageisjusta

number)

Glidia:ohyesmyloveohyes

Maya:youarethebestmotherawomancouldever

askfor

Glidia:justmakesurethatyourrelationshipwith

Joshblossomsandleadstothealterthenyouwill

gettoenjoythebenefitsofhavingmeasamom.A

homeoflaughterisahomefulloflove

Mayachuckledastheycontinuedtochatwhile

everyonedancedthenightaway.

AthouseofChi...

Yourloveiskind

Yourloveispatient

Youfillmyheart



Withsomuchpeaceandjoy

You'reamazing

Youmakemylifefeelbrandnew

You'reamazing

Youmakemylifefeelbrandnew

Jesusyoulovemetoomuch(Oh)

Toomuch(Oh)

Toomuch(Oh)

Excesslove(Oh)...

Chiomasangmakingherwaytohercarwhilefrom

adistancePreciouslookedonsmilinginhercar....

Precious:youaregoingtoregretevermessingwith

mebitch



Chiomafrownedandstoppedasshefeltahotwind

hitherfaceassheapproachedhercar.Shequickly

gotavisionofacarexplodingasshedroppedher

bagswithherheartskipping.Preciousfrowned

wonderingwhatwashappeningasChioma

unbottonedhershirtfeelinghot.Sheleaneddown

inherbagandtookoutherphone...

Sundae:aunty?

Chioma:askthedrivertocomecollectmefromthe

office

Sundae:butyoualwaysdriveyourselfaunty

Chioma:justdoitSundaeican'tusemycarnowit

hasaproblem

Sundae:ohok

Shehungup,lookedaroundandtookherbags

goingbacktoheroffice...



Chioma:Jesushelpwhoeveristryingtoharmmeto

abortmissionnow

MeanwhileinhercarPreciouslookedathergoing

backtotheofficewithafrownonherface...

Precious:whatisshedoing?Justgetinthecar

dammit!

^

^

^

^

^
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AfterwaitingforafewminutesPrecioussighedand



decidedtostartherenginebutquicklyswitchedit

offseeinganothercarcomein...

Precious:whoareyou?

Shewaitedtoseewhoitwasbutthepersonnever

gotoutonlyforChiomatocomeoutaminutelater.

Preciousfrownedasshewatchedhergetinthe

backseatandthecartookoff...

Precious:(hitthesteeringwheel)shit!

Shedialedhermotherdrivingoutoftheparking...

Rona:Preciouswhereareyou?Ihopeyouarenot

disobeyingthewitchdoctor'sorders

Precious:noiwantedtomakesurethatthisbitch

getsinthecarbutnosomeonecametocollecther



Rona:(frowned)buthow?

Precious:idon'tknow.Shecamesingingandwhen

shewassupposedtogetinthecarshestoppedand

droppedherbagsthenspoketothephoneandwent

backintotheoffice

Rona:that'sweirdareyousureshedidn'tseeyou?

Precious:notatall

Rona:(sighed)don'tworrywewillgetherandwe

havetofindoutwhyshedidn'tgetinthatcar.We

needahandfulofthesoilshesteppedon

Precious:iwillworkonfindingoutwhereshestays.

Naleknows...

Rona:no!

Precious:butmaNalehascontactsthatcouldbe

quickinfindingtheinformationforus

Rona:youheardthatwomansayingthatfromnow

onwearenotinvolvingalotofpeopleinour

matters.Ourplanshavefailedbecauseyouchose

toopenyourmouthtoyourfriend

Precious:butit'snotlikeshewouldtellanyone



Rona:youdonotknowthethingsshetellsher

husbandwhentheyareinbed

Precious:ohcomeon,Tshepoisjustaweakman

Rona:stillwearenotgettinganyoneelseinvolved.

Wearefightingforyourmarriageandlifehereor

youwanttostruggle?

Precious:okokbosslady

Rona:nowbequickandgethome.Hasthehospital

calledyet?

Precious:no

Rona:ohokibelievethere'sstillnochangewewill

goandcheckonhertomorrow

Precious:sohowarewegoingtobeabletofindher

place?

Rona:wewilltalkaboutthatwhenyougethome

Precious:okshe'saluckybitch

Sheclickedhertongueandhungupfocusingonthe

road.



AtMopati'shouse...

Hecameoutofthetoiletwhilehisfriendsangalong

tosomeAfricansoundsdrinkingbeer...

Mopati:isitnottimeforustogoyet?

Kitso:wewillleaveinabitiwanttooffloadfirst

Mopati:youshouldstopeatingtoomuchsies

Kitso:ahheywhatever(theylaughed)

Mopati:younevertoldmehowyourplanwentkana

Kitso:ohyeahmyboysmanagedtoteachhima

lesson

Mopati:ohnicethat'sgoodihopehehaslearnta

goodone

Kitso:theyneverdisappoint.Letmegoimpressed

HesaidgoingtothetoiletwhileMopatisneeredand



tookhisotherphone.HedialedMayawithitbutit

justrangunanswered...

Mopati:comeonmanholdyourphone

Hesaidcallingheragainbutitstillrang

unansweredashesighed...

Mopati:mxm,hopefullyiwillbumpintoyouout

there

Hesaiddowninghisbeerandtook4condomsfrom

hisstashgoingtoputtheminthecarandwaitedfor

Kitsotofinish.

AtNale'shouse...

Shecamedownthestairsapplyinglotiononher



handswhileTshepolookedatherandlookedback

athislaptop.Shemassagedhisshouldersashe

clearedhisthroatremovingherhandsoffhim...

Nale:it'stimeforbedloveandifeellikeshowing

yousomethingyouhaveneverseentoday(she

kissedhisneck)

Tshepo:imbusyNale

Nale:comeonloveit'saSaturdaynightsowork

canwait(shekissedhimagainashestoodup)

Tshepo:geezNalecan'tyouhearthatimsayingI'm

busy!

Nale:aolovesincewhenareyoubusyona

Saturdaynight?

Tshepo:sincetodaysopleaseexcuseme

Nale:butloveyouknowit'sadayforustohavefun

Tshepo:youcanhavefunalone

Nale:whileihaveaman?Ohnolovethatwon't

happen(bitherlowerlippullinghimwithhisshirt)



comeduzebaby

Tshepo:iyobathongNaleidon'twantyou,imbusy

whatisthatyoudon'tunderstand!?Justleaveme

alonegosh!

Nale:heebanna,areyouok?

Tshepo:imfrustratedbecause...youknowwhat

nevermind

Nale:(touchedhishand)babewhat'sgoingon

Tshepo:Stop!(Sighed)stoptouchingmeplease

Nale

Nale:ahah

Tshepo:juststopittakeamagazineandgotoyour

roomandfindsomethingtodo,watchporn,play

withyourselforsomethingbutjustleavemealone.

Keagokopamosadiwamodimoaobathong(im

beggingyouwoman)

Nale:whyareyoubeinglikethis?

Tshepo:likewhat?Idon'twantyounow,idon't

wantyoutodaynordoiwantyoutomorrow.Infact

i...(Sighed)nevermindiwillbesleepingintheguest



bedroom

Nale:ahah(hetookhislaptopandwentup)Tshepo?

Tshepocomebackhere!Tshe...

Heslammedthebedroomdoorandlockeditwhile

Nalewidenedhereyesinshock.Shechuckledin

disbeliefandwenttothemainbedroom.Inthe

guestbedroomTsheporanashowerandtookoff

hisclothestakingascrubandashowergelmixed

withsomesalts...

Tshepo:youtellsomeonetonottouchyouandthey

justdoit.Idon'tevenknowwhattheirwitchdoctor

gaveher.Ifshethinksshe'sgoingtobewitchme

thenshehasanotherthingcoming.Lordplease

havemercyonme,iknowidon'tusuallycometo

youbuttodayineedyourmercyandprotection.I

fellinloveandmarriedawitchGodpleaseprotect

me,pleaseGod



Hesaidgruntingwhilescrubbinghiswholebody

andfacewiththewaterfallingonhim.

AttheKgangmansion...

AftermakingsurethatHerbert,Aprilandtheother

kidswereasleepintheotherroom,Mayadecidedto

takeherlastglassofchampagneandwenttostand

ontheroombalconygazingatthesky.Therewasa

slightcoldwindthatblewandsoftlyblewherhair

asshetuckitbehindherear.Joshuapassedthe

roomfromthekitchenandfrownedseeingthelight

comingfromunderneaththedoor.Hetookasipof

hiswhiskeyandslowlyopenedthedoor.Henoticed

thattherewasnooneinbedonlytoseeheratthe

balcony.Sheheardthedooropenandturned...

Maya:(smiled)ohheycomein

Joshua:ithoughtyouwouldbeasleepbynowwe

havealongtriptomorrow



Maya:icouldn'tsleepsoithoughtishouldcomesit

here.Whyareyounotasleep?

Joshua:wearestillplayingagameofpoolinthe

bar

Maya:ohoksoaretheynotgoingtowonderwhere

youendedup?

Joshua:nah,theyknowihavealongtriptomorrow

sotheywillthinkihavegonetobed.

Maya:ohok

Joshua:andhonestlyspeakingiwouldratherbe

herewithyou(shesmiled)soyouarefascinated

aboutthegalaxy?

Maya:(lookedupandsighed)imactuallyinaweof

howcreativeGodcanbe.Imeanhowdidheput

thosethingsupthere?

Joshua:youcanneverknowuntilyouaskhim(they

softlylaughed)isawyouandmomhavinga

momentearlieratthegarden

Maya:yourmomisabreathoffreshairitellyou.

Wetalkedaboutalot



Joshua:ihopeshewasnotfillingyouupwithcrazy

thingsmomcanhonestlybenaughty

Maya:iwouldkillforamotherlikeher(sighed)pity

minedoesn'tevenlikeme(shetookasip)ijust

wishihadthesamerelationshipwithherasyour

momandallofyouguys

Joshua:(jumpedonthewall)wellconsideryourself

apartofthefamilyandyoucangotoherwith

whateveryouwant.Godorshouldisaytheuniverse

worksinmysteriousways.Youwouldyernfor

somethingfromsomeoneyouadoreonlytogetit

fromatotalstranger

Maya:iknowrightbutinallthosefunandgoofy

momentsilearnedsomething

Joshua:teachmeaswell

Maya:"ahomeoflaughterisahomefulloflove"

Joshua:aaahhergreatestteaching.Weliterally

livedthatphrasewhenwegrewup.Myparents,not

toboastoranythingbutmyparentsareagreat

epitomeofselflessnessandwarmth.Allmyfriends

knowthatwhentheyareheretheygettreatedlike



veryveryveryveeeeryimportantpeople

Maya:vvvvip's(theylaughed)that'showifeel

Joshua:comehere

Heopenedhisthighsasshestoodbetweenthem

whileheputhisdrinkdownandsoftlymassaged

hershouldersandneck...

Maya:oohthatfeelsgood

Joshua:that'sexactlyhowiwantyoutofeel

everydayofyourlifefromhereon

Maya:caniaskyousomething?

Joshua:mhem

Maya:what'syourdealbreakerinarelationship?

Joshua:honestlyspeakingilikeawomanwholikes

thingsbecauseilikethings.Iunderstandthatthere

arepeoplewhoaren'treally...whatcanisay,"soft

lifeexplorer's"ifyougetwhatimean



Maya:mhem

Joshua:yeah,butyouhavetolikethingstoa

certainextendman.Liveasoftliferesponsibly

Maya:igetyoubutidon'tknowifyouhavenoticed

imonepersonwhodoesn'treallylikespendingtoo

much.Yesidolikethingsimeanwhichwoman

wouldn't(theychuckled)buttherehastobewhere

youstopandsayahnottodayratherletmedothis

Joshua:inoticedtheotherdaywhenyouchoseto

makedinnerthangoingout

Maya:yesbecausethereshouldbeatimetablefor

suchactivities.Sometimesit'sjustgoodtostay

indoorsandbondoverahomecookedmeal

Joshua:iunderstandthatbutihopeyouwon't

complainwhenispoilyou

Maya:(lookedupathimwithasmile)doyouwant

tomakemeakeptwomanJo?

Joshua:(smiledback)isitwrongwhenyoudoitfor

therightreasons?

Maya:hmm



Theylookedatoneanotherforamomentasshe

facedhim.Hesmiledtuckingabitofherhair

behindherearandsoftlykissedherforehead.

Everytimeheheldhershewishedtheworldcould

juststopsothatshetakesitallin.Shehadnever

feltsosafeinaman'sarmsbefore.Shelickedher

lipandmovedabitcloserstandingonhertoesas

heslowlyleaneddown.Hesoftlykissedherlipsas

sheclosedhereyestakingitinwhilehestopped

andlookedathersmiling...

Maya:(whispered)what?

Joshua:(whisperedback)ihaveneverfeltlikethis

before

Maya:willyouallowmetomakeyoufeelmoreofit?

Joshua:yourwishismycommand

Maya:notinyourparent'shousethough

Joshua:whyareyoupunishingme?

Maya:becauseienjoytheview



Theysoftlygiggledandkissedagainandstoppeda

minutelater...

Joshua:(kissedherhand)iloveyouMayaMoeti

Maya:iloveyoutooJoshephKgang

Joshua:(babykissedher)haveagoodnight

Maya:youtoo

Hegotoffthewallkissedhercheekandwalkedout

smilingasMayasmiledback.Heclosedthedoor

behindhimasshebitherlowerlipstillsmiling.She

tookthelastgulpandsighedlookingupatthesky...

Maya:"isitreallywrongwhenyoudoitfortheright

reasons?"Lordifthisisadreammayineverwake

upfromitplease



BehindthedoorJoshuabithislowerlipmovinghis

fingeronitandsighedopeningitagain...

Joshua:idon'twanttosleepalonethough

Maya:neitherdoibutpromisemetherewon'tbe

anyinappropriateactivities

Joshua:ipromise

Shesmiledtakingtheglassandwentinclosingthe

balconydoorastheywentintobed.

Intheweehoursofthemorning...

Itwasaround04:45amasRonadroveintothe

cavesofMolepolole.WearingaUCCSAwoman's

leagueattireshegotoffhercarandtookasmall

sealedcontainer.Shelockedhercarandwalked

intooneofthecaveswiththedryleavesbreaking

whileshewalkedoverthem.Sheputthecontainer



downandswallowedherlipsmovingoneofthe

rockswhilebehindtherockawomansatinacage

atafarcorner...

Rona:(smiled)youarestillalive

Shechuckledgoingfurtherinwhilethewomansat

downwithherkneesunderherchinasshemoved

backandforth...

Rona:comeonlittlesischeerupshowthatyouare

happythatyourbigsisterisfinallyhere(shejust

lookedather)iknowyouarehungrysoibrought

yousomethingtoeat

Hearingthewordeatthewomanquicklygotoff

fromhercornerandwentcloser...

Rona:that'smygirl



Ronasaidgivingherthecontainerbutthewoman

gotdisappointedfindingrawliverinthecontainer...

Rona:yesbabythat'syourfoodnoweatit

Keneilwe:whathaveieverdonetoyouforyoutodo

thistome?Ronawearesisters,weareblood

pleaseletmego

Rona:(scoffed)whatfor?Youhaven'tevenstarted

doingwhatyouaresupposedtodoKeneilwe.Eat

upandstoptalking

Keneilwe:pleaseletmegoipromisetonottell

anyone,iwillmakesuretodisappearfromtheface

ofearth

Rona:(tookoutaphotoofMaya)isaideatbefore

youmakemeangry

Herlipstrembledastearsfilledhereyeslookingat

herdaughter'spicture.Thethoughtofthem

sacrifisingherlifekilledher.Shecouldbearwith



thefactthattheyweremakingherliveamiserable

lifebutforthemtotakehersouloutofherbody

wassomethingshewouldneverlivewith.She

swallowedandtookapieceoftheliverandbitonit.

Therawnessandbloodfilledhermouthasshefelt

likevomitingbutRonagrabbedherheadandclosed

hermouth...

Rona:swallow!

KeneilweclosedhereyesandswallowedasRona

smiledlettinggoofher...

Rona:takeanotherpiece(shedid)nowasyoueat

thatliveryouaregoingtolistentomeveryclearly

becausemyvoicewillbelivinginsideyourhead.

YouaredeadKeneilwethere'snolifeinyou,you

belongtomenowandfromhereonyouaregoing

todoasisay.Iliveinyourheadandiliveinyour

soul.Nowsitdownandfinishthatliver



Keneilwequicklysatdownandateitfasterthana

humanbeingwould...

Rona:(smiled)that'smygirl.Youshallcommence

yourdutiessoon.HaveagreatSundaylittlesis

Shekissedherforeheadandevillaughedheading

outasKeneilwequicklywentbacktohercornerand

satinthesamepositionshewasin.

^

^

^

^

^
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Ronamovedtherockintoplaceasdarknessfilled

thewholespaceshewasin.Foryearsshehasbeen

intherewitheveryonethinkingshewasdead.For

yearsshehasbeenawayfromherdaughterwho

didn'tevenknowshewasherbiologicalmotherall

becauseofherselfishevilsister.Wassheever

goingtomakeitoutandfinallygettotellher

daughterthetruthshediscoveredpriortoher

"suddendeath"orwasshegoingtodieintherefor

realwhileherdaughtersuffered?Sheaskedherself

alotofquestionsasanurgetovomitcame.She

triedtosplashitoutasnothingcameoutbutair.

Shecouldfeelherliverandinsidesturning,she

couldfeelthevomitonherthroatbuteachtimeshe

triedtosplashitoutitwouldn't.Herheadstartedto

becomelightassheslowlyblinkedinthedarkness.

Shereachedforthejarofwaterandtriedtotakea

siponlytocollapse.OutsideahummingRonagotin

hercarandreversedoutasherphonerang.She

frownedtotheunknownnumberandlookedatthe

timeanditwasjustafewminutesafter5am...



Rona:whowouldcallmesoearlyinthemorning.

Hello?

Woman:MsMoeti,MsMoetipleasehelp,please

help

Rona:pleasehelpwhat?Whoareyou?

Woman:theytookhimawaypleasehelp

Rona:theytookwhoaway?

Woman:Mosesmadam

Rona:whotookMosesaway?

Woman:thepolicetheytookhimaway

Rona:whendidthishappen?

Woman:yesterday

Rona:whyareyouonlytellingmenow?

Woman:(crying)ididn'thaveyournumbermadam

soi...

Rona:youidiot.Iwillseewhattodo,whatdidthey

saywaswrong?Isitbecauseofhisnationality?



Woman:theysaidheabusedyourgranddaughter

madam

Rona:what!?

Woman:youknowMoseswouldneverdosucha

thing

Rona:thanksforlettingmeknowbye

Shehungupandcheckedforcarsparkingonthe

sideoftheroad...

Rona:Moses?Abusemygrandaughter?No,Moses

wouldneverdosuchathingtomeortomyfamily

(scoffed)Lovemore,thisyoungboyishonestly

startingtogetundermynerves.He'shonestly

startingtoannoyme

Sheclickedhertongueanddialedhim...

Lovemore:hello?



Rona:Lovemorewhyareyoudoingthis?Firstit

wasmydaughternowit'smygardenerwhatdoyou

wantfromme?

Lovemore:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Rona:itriedtorespectyoubutnowiseeyouare

gettingwaytoofamiliarwithme

Lovemore:youandyourpeoplehavehurtmeso

muchandletmetellyouthisMsMoeti.Thisisonly

thebeginningmoreisyettocome

Rona:soyouthinkimscaredofyou?Bringyour

bestshotsmyboyiwillshowyouwhotheelderis

betweenyouandi

Lovemore:iguessthisismoreofalikemotherlike

daughtersituationbecauseyouarebusyturninga

blindeyetoadiresituationallbecauseofhavinga

darkheart.Awholechurchwoman,youshouldbe

ashamedofyourselfbecauseyoulivedwitha

perpetratorimyourhomebutweretooblindtosee

itbutwhatcanisayyougavebirthtoafarworse

child.It'struewhentheysaybirdsofthesame

feathersflocktogetherbutimyettoteachyoutwoa



hardlesson.Watchyourbacks

HeclickedhistonguehangingupwhileRona

sneeredthrowingthephoneonthepassengerseat...

Rona:noman,no,itcan'tbe,itcan'tbeMoses.

Moseswouldnever...nomanhewouldn'tdothat.

Lovemorejusthasabonetopickwithmebuthe

doesn'tknowwhathe'sgettinghimselfinto

Sheclickedhertongueagainandjoinedtheroad

headingbacktoMochudi.

InMaitengwe...

Mayahummedasshefinishedmakingtheeggs

whileGlidiaandherhusbandcamefromthe

bedroomwithGlidiadressedinadress,amatching

jacketandhatwithhighheelsonandherhusband



inasuit...

Maya:ohgoodmorning.Ianticipatedthatyouwere

theone'swhoweregoingtogetupfirst

Glidia:morningmylovewhatisallthis?

Maya:ithoughtishouldgiveeveryoneatasteofmy

handsbeforeheadingtoGaborone

Glidia:ohwowmylovethisisbeautifulbutareyou

nottired?

Maya:notatallihadenoughsleep

MrKgang:wethankyouforthekindgesturedear

Maya:thepleasureisallmineMrKgang

Mara:goodmorningfamily,oooohthetablelooks

appetizing

Maya:morningM,thoughtishouldcook

Lydia:waityoumadeallthis?

Maya:yes

Mara:whattimedidyouwakeup?



Maya:that'sbesidesthepointwhatmattersisthat

thosewhowillbegoingtochurchwillbesatisfied

Stephen:ohyesindeed

Hiswife:yousavedusfrombreadandpeanut

butterlovethankyousomuch

Theylaughedtakingtheirseatsasthekidsjoined

themandlastlyJoshuawhokissedhercheek...

Joshua:morninglove.Nowy'allbetternotthinkmy

womanisapersonalchefofsomesort.Ifyouwant

herservicesyouhavetogothroughmefirstsoi

caninvoiceyou(theyalllaughed)

Glidia:sitdownandstoptalkingnonsense.You

havealwayslovedmoneywena.Mayathankyou

forallofthismylove

Maya:you'rewelcome

MrKgang:let'spray,kidsbowyourheadsgranddad

ispraying(theyalldid)Goodmorningohholyspirit

goodmorningohholyone.Wecomebeforeyouon



thisblesseddaytodeclareanddecreeyour

unendingmerciesandgraceuponourlives.Jesus

Christyoukeepblessingusandwecanneverthank

youenough.BlessthisfamilyGod,blessour

childrenandtheirchildrenGodandblessournew

friendsMayaandherchildrenaswell.Fatherthey

willbetakingatripbacktoGaboroneLordprotect

themandshieldthemfromanyharmorbadomen

ohGoduntiltheyarriveandstaywithuswhowillbe

leftbehind.Fathermaytheirlovegrowandnever

end.Noweaponsfashionedagainsttheirlivesshall

prosperdearJesus.God,blessthisfoodandthe

handsthatpreparedthemtoblessus.Foritissaid

inyourword,blessedisthehandthatgivesthanthe

onethatreceives.InJesusmightynameipray,

Amen

All:amen

Maya:diginplease

Lydia:it'safeast

Herhusband:weshouldsendthefirstrequestfor

cookingserviceslove(theyalllaughed)



Glidia:anywayguysiwanttosayafewwords.I

wouldliketothankeachoneofyouformakingmy

birthdayspecialandforallthebeautifulgifts.My

son,Joshuayouevenmadeitextraspecialby

bringingmeabeautifulpossiblefuturedaughterin

law.MykidsmaytheLordblessandblessand

blessyouguysnotforgetingyourwonderfulwell

manneredkidsandnephewmygirl.Herbert,April?

Both:yesgranny

Glidia:thankyoumykids

Both:you'rewelcomegranny

Glidia:andlastlyletmethankmyhusbandofmore

than40yearswhohasbeenwithmethroughallthe

upsanddownshoney

MrKgang:yesmabebeza(theylaughed)

Glidia:kegoratakaleratolabakorintamogatsaka(i

loveyoutothemoonandback)

MrKgang:kegoratagofetaselekanyomy

pontsonono(iloveyoumoresweetheart)(they

kissedastheylaughed)



Glidia:soifyouguysthoughtJoshuawastheone

withthebiggiftthenyougotitallwrong.Myloving

husbandhasboughtusahouseinFloridaandwe

willbemovingthereafterwinter

All:(surprised)what!?

Glidia:thegirlisgoinginternational

Theylaughedcongratulatingherandcontinuedto

havetheirfoodwhilechattingoutloud.

Atthehospital...

LovemorewaitedforChiomatofinishregisteringas

theyfollowedoneanothertoNyasha'sroom...

Lovemore:imeanthenerveofthatwomanChihow

dareshecallmethatearlytotellmethatim

disrespectingherandtrystandforsomeonewho

hurthergrandaughter?



Chioma:thatmeansshe'sfondofhim

Lovemore:icouldcareless.Nooneisgoingtohurt

mydaughterandgetawaywithit.Noone

Chioma:Lovemore?

Lovemore:(sighed)iknowbutyouhaveto

understandthatihavebeenaroundthischildallher

life.Sheknowsmeasherfatherandiknowheras

mydaughter

Chioma:haveyoutoldthemthatshe'sawake?

Lovemore:no

Chioma:why?

Lovemore:sothattheycantakemydaughteraway

fromme?Hellnoimeventhinkingofmovingherto

anotherhospital

Chioma:noLovemoredon'tevendareplease

Lovemore:whynot?Iwoulddoanythingtoprotect

mychildren

Chioma:(sighed)doyouwanttogetintotrouble?

Theywillusethatagsinstyouandhaveyouthrown



inthenearestcell

Lovemore:but...

Chioma:look,iknoweverythingisallgloomyand

blurryatthemoment.Iknowyouarescaredof

hurtingyourdaughterbutthetruthhastobetold

becauseyoumightendupmessingthingsupfor

theworstnow

Lovemore:(sighed)okihearyou.Let'sgoin

HeledthewayinandsmiledasNyashasmiledat

himbutstoppedseeingChioma...

Lovemore:hellomyangel.ThisismyfriendMiss

Adiole

Nyasha:where'smymom?

Lovemore:youmomisstilltiedupsomewherebut

myfriendhereisgoingtohelpyou

Nyasha:noiwantmymother.Idon'twantstrangers

nearme



Lovemore:babyshe'snotastrangershe's...

Chioma:imheretohelpyougetthroughthis

Nyasha:areyouamother?(Chiomafrowned)i

askedyouaquestion

Lovemore:okNyashaiunderstandthatthingsarea

bit...

Nyasha:abitwhatdad!?Huh?Haveyoueverbeen

inasituationiaminrightnow?Haveyoueverbeen

rapedinyourlife?Leavewiththiswomanofyours

andbringmymotheriwantmymother(sheburst

intoacry)

Lovemore:(swallowed)babyi...

Nyasha:iwantmymother

Lovemore:(sighed)okiwillgether

Hetriedtotouchherarmbutshemoveditand

continuedtocryasChiomatookhimout...

Lovemore:ican'tleaveherlikethat.Mydaughteris



hurtingChi

Chioma:it'sok,lethergothroughit,thiswillhelp

hertoheal.Itmighttakesometimewithher

snappingoutlikethisbutyouhavetobepatient

withher.Imnotsayingenableherbutimsaying

giveherthespacetoprocessallthiswhilekeeping

acloseeyeonheratthesametime

Lovemore:soshouldicallhermother?

Chioma:yesdothat

Hesighedtakingouthisphoneandpunchedher

number...

Lovemore:ican'tbelieveihavetotalktothis

womanandbeinthesamespaceasher

Chioma:don'tworryaslongasimhereshewon'tdo

anythingtoyou

Lovemore:whatifthetiedidn't...hello?

Precious:what?Youwanttohumiliatemeagain?



Lovemore:Nyashaisawake

Precious:(satup)what!?

Lovemore:andshe'saskingforyousogethereas

soonasyoucan

Precious:ohmywordmybaby.(Hungup)Mama!

Mama!

Rona:whatisitPreciousimlateforchurch

Precious:Nyashaisawake.Lovemorejustcalled

me(stopped)ohwaitLovemorejustcalledmemom

(shesmiled)

Rona:thisisthebeginningofthingsmyloveitold

youtotrustme.Takethiswithyou(shegavehera

smallpurse)

Precious:whatisthis?

Rona:donotopenituntilyouarriveatthehospital.

Makesureyouputonsomethinglongsleevedthen

putthebangleonyourwristonceyougetoffyour

carwhenyouarriveatthehospital.Onceagaindo

notopenthispursebeforearrivingatthehospital

Precious:igotthat



Rona:good.Letmegotochurch

Shehummedahymnwalkingoutwithasmileon

herfacewhilePreciouswenttoherroomandtook

herbagleavingmakingsurethepursewaswithher.

Ontheirwaytochurch...

MrTaolochangedgearsashiswifefixedhereye

lashandsatback...

Alexander:youhavebeenawkwardlyquietsince

morningloveareyouok?

MrT:iforseeaverystormyweekahead

Alexander:whatexactlydoyousee?

MrT:Mareledi'sfriend

Alexander:whataboutherdaddy?

MrT:ineedtoseeherassoonaspossible



Alexander:okiwillmakesureyouseeherverysoon

MrT:ihadavisionaboutherfamilylastnight

Alexander:ok?

MrT:youknowidon'tusuallydothisbutit'stoo

heavytocarryalone

Alexander:it'sokloveyoucantellme

MrT:imanagedtoconnecttohermotherthrough

hercarinfactherwholefamily

Alexander:ok

MrT:hermotherisnotthewomanshethinksitis

Alexander:ok?

MrT:hermotherisstuckinadarkplace.Aplacei

can'tseeproperlybecausethespiritthathas

capturedherhadmadeitdifficultforhertobe

locatedthateasilyhenceisayineedtomeetup

withMayaformetobeabletolocatehermother.

HernameisMayaright?

Alexander:yeslove

MrT:herauntishonestlyanevilwomannotto



mentionhercousinbutthestormcomingtheirway

makesmewanttoaskforforgivenessfromGodon

theirbehalf

Alexander:imsorrytosaythisbutmylovewecan't

spareheartlesspeople.Thewickedmustpaysoi

suggestthatweprayforallpeoplewhomightbe

tiedorcursedbytheirrelatives,friendsor

colleagues.Itshouldbethefirstprayeritemonthe

listtoday

MrT:okloveihearyou.Mayaisdestinedfor

greatness.Thatchildwouldbefarbynow.Herlove

forpoliticalscienceissupposedtotakeherplaces

(sighed)ohLordwhydidyouletthishappentoyour

child.LoveMayaisahighlyfavouredyoungwoman

butbecauseofherevilauntshedimedherhalojust

becauseMayawasgoingtobebetterthanher

daughterandMayais...(heavedahugesigh)

graciousLordng-nglovegetMayatomeassoon

aspossibleplease

Shegaveherhusbandwaterasshesawthespirit



takingoverhisphysicalbeing...

Alexander:letmedrivehoney

Heparkedonthesideoftheroadasshejumpedto

thedriver'sseatwhileheshookhisheadgoingto

thepassengerside.

BackinMaitengwe...

WiththecarwarmingMayamadesurealltheirbags

wereloadedasherphonereportedamessage...

+267:yourfriendhasbeenhurtandiknowwhohurt

him.Pleaseseemeassoonaspossiblebecause

hisjusticeliesinyourhands

Maya:(frowned)who'sthis?

+267:Mopati



Maya:(putthephoneaway)mxm(amessage

reported)canthis...

Tshepo:ihopeyouhaven'tforgottenaboutour

meeting.Weneedtomeetassoonasyougethere

(shesighed)

Joshua:areyouok?

Maya:wehaven'tevenleftyetbutthestressfrom

thesouthisalreadyfindingit'swaytomeah.When

willonehavepeacethough?

^
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AtNale'shouse...

Shecamedownstairsandfoundherhusband

havingfoodalone...

Nale:goodmorning.Whydidyounotcallmedown

aftermakingfood?

Tshepo:there'sthekitchenandfoodinthepantry

youcanhelpyourselfout

Nale:soyoudidn'tmakeforme?(Hejustlookedat

her)whathaveidonesomuchforyoutobeangry

withmelikethis?

Tshepo:canyoupleasegoandmakesomethingfor

yourselfandstoptalking

Nale:noiwanttounderstandwhatitisitthatihave

donesothaticanapologise

Tshepo:areyounothungry?

Nale:Tshepo

Tshepo:Nale



Nale:don'tdothatpleasewhendidyoubecomethis

person?

Tshepo:whatperson?

Nale:cold

Tshepo:imnotcold

Nale:thenwhatisit?

Tshepo:Naleisaidgoandmakeyourself

somethingtoeat.Youshouldgetreadyweare

goingsomewhereintheevening.

Nale:where?

Tshepo:youwillseewhenwegetthere

Nale:idon'tlikesurprises

Tshepo:youaregoingtolovethisone.(Sighed)

infactletmeapologiseforactinguplastnightwork

isjuststressingme

Nale:(squinthereyes)areyouok?

Tshepo:yesimfinebutimstillnotmakingyoufood

Nale:ithinkwhateveritisisdeeperthanthatbut



anywayiwillgetready.Shouldidressup?

Tshepo:youcan.Putonyourbestdress

Nale:maybeishouldbuyone

Tshepo:thechoiceisyours

Helickhisfingersandreachedforhisphonethen

madeheratransferasshesmiledgoingtothe

kitchen.

AtLewis'shouse...

HefinishedhisbreakfastinbedasMorristookthe

trayandputitdown...

Morris:satisfied?

Lewis:yeahthoughmyjawsstillhurt

Morris:sorryforputtinginhardfruits

Lewis:it'sok.Sowhenareyouplanningtogoback



home?

Morris:untilyoufullyrecover.Whyareyoutryingto

getridofme?Imiabadvisitor(Theylaughed)

Lewis:noitsjustthatmaybetherearepeoplewho

needyoubackhome

Morris:istayalonesothere'snoonewaitingforme

athome

Lewis:ohokbutifyouwantyouanditobeokwith

eachyoushouldstartdoingasisay

Morris:whatdidinotdo?

Lewis:iaskedyoutotakeoffyourclothesinthe

kitchenbutyourefused(theylaughed)

Morris:youaresosilly.Soanythingyourecall

abouttheincident?Imeanpeoplecan'tjustattack

youlikethatwithnomotive.

Lewis:theyarejusthomophobicpunks

Morris:wereyounotrudetooneofthemmaybe?

Lewis:wehadjustlefthomegoingtotheclub

Morris:we?



Lewis:yeahiwaswiththisstupidyoungboywho's

milkingmoneyfromme

Morris:(frowned)howso?

Lewis:don'tjudgemebutitookhimfromababy

showerlastweekendnotrealisinghe'soneofmy

students.Wecamehomedidthenastyandhestole

fromme.Isawhimthefollowingdayinschooland

heblackmailedmesayinghewillmakemelosemy

jobshouldinotdoashesays

Morris:kidsoftoday.Sohe'snot18yet?

Lewis:yeah

Morris:okthat'strickybutdoyouhavereceiptsof

thethingshestole?

Lewis:yes

Morris:goodthatwillbeproofthatindeedyouhad

them.Ihaveapolicefriendofmineiwillmakesure

thathedealswithhim

Lewis:whataboutme?

Morris:youwillhavetocomecleantothe

headmaster.Ifhe'sahumanbeinghewillseehow



tohelpyou.Yesyouwerewrongforwhatyoudid

butitwaslate,y'allweredrunkandonethingledto

another

Lewis:whatifhisparentsstandwithhimshouldthe

headmastershieldme?Becauseithinkhe'saspoilt

bratsotheywouldstandwithhim

Morris:thentheheadmasterwillhavetodomore

thanshieldingtoatleastgetyoususpension

Lewis:(sighed)wereallycangetourselvesinstiky

situations

Morris:stayawayfromgroovehookups(they

laughed)goingbacktotheincident.Haveyouever

hadabrowlwithsomeonebefore?

Lewis:(thinking)nowthatyoumentionitthereis

thisothermanwhowasrudetomeatthesame

babyshower.Hisfriendwantsmyfriend,imean

Mayasomaybeifispoketohimtheniwouldcome

outwithsomething

Morris:chancesarehe'snotgoingtobehonest

withyouevenifheknowsbutanywayjusttryyour

luck.Bereadyiwillberunningabathforyou



Lewis:yesdoctor

Theylaughedashetookthetraytothekitchen

whileLewisslowlygotoffbed.

Atthehospital...

Preciousparkedhercarandtookoutthebangle

fromthesmallpouchandputiton.Shesmiled

goinginandregistered.Shekeptastraightface

headingtotheroomandscoffedseeingLovemore

andChiomaseatedoutside.Chiomafrowned

lookingatherandspokewithherteethclenched...

Chioma:youbetteravoidphysicalcontactwithher

Lovemore:(frowned)ok

Precious:soyouarestillfornicatinginfrontofmy

daughter?

Lovemore:ihavenothingtosaytoyou.Your



daughterwantstoseeyou.Goin

Precious:Lovemoreweneedtotalkaboutwhat

happenedthisisnotgoingtobe...(stoppedlooking

atChioma)weshouldmeetupfromhere.Letme

getsomethingoffyourhead

ShemovedherhandtohisheadasChiomaquickly

grabbedhimbeforeshecouldtouchhim...

Chioma:let'sgogetsomethingtoeat

TheywalkedawaywhilePreciouscurvedherlips

andwentintheroom...

Precious:hibaby

Nyasha:idon'twanttogobacktoMochudiwhydid

ittakeyousolongtocome?

Precious:iwasstillbusywithsomething.Mochudi

issafemyloveyouwillbewithmeandgranny



Nyasha:noitsnotiwanttostaywithdad

Precious:(clearedherthroat)dadishavingvisitors

atthehousemylovedon'tworrymamaisputting

onanelectricfencetomorrow

Nyasha:it'snotabouttheelectricfence

Precious:gonemmedidyouseethepersonwho

didthistoyou?

Nyasha:itwasdarkandiwascryingbuthehad

Moses'sscent

Precious:what!?

Nyasha:yessoithinkitshimbecausetheotherday

icaughthimlookingatmeweird

Precious:noloveMoseswouldneverdosucha

thing

Nyasha:butimtellingyoumom

Precious:nolovenotMoses.Mosesisthemost

respectful,shyandquietman

Nyasha:justaskthepolicetoaskhimafew

questions



Precious:(sighed)ok

Nyasha:sowhatarethevisitorsatourhousedoing?

Ihavemyownroomsoiwon'tdisturbthem

Precious:Nyashayouarenotgoingthere.From

herewearegoingtoMochudiplusimvisitingmom

forsometime

Nyasha:soyouleftdadwithhisvisitorswhy?

Precious:ijoNyashawhat'swiththemillion

questions?Letmegogetmyselfsomethingto

snackon

ShewalkedoutwhileNyashasneered.Asshe

closedthedoorChiomagrabbedherarmasshe

turnedwithafrownonherface...

Precious:naarewatlhola(areyoucrazy)whatare

youdoing?Letgoofme

Chioma:youmightdoallthethingsyouaredoing

butimnotgoingtoletyouhurthimanymore



Shesaidpullingthebangleoffherwristasthe

beadsscatteredonthefloor...

Precious:whatthehell!

Chioma:òmùgọòmùgọ̀ (stupididiot)mxm(she

saidwalkingaway)

Precious:hey!Comebackhere!

Nurse:ma'amthisisahospitalkeepitdown

Precious:butthatwoman...thatwom...uhu

ShesaidwonderingwhereChiomahaddisappeared

to.Sheclickedhertongueandpickedupthebeads

puttingtheminherpocket.

THATAFTERNOON

IntheoutskirtsofMochudi...



Ronacheckedhercoastandheadedintothe

witchdoctor'syardinherusualdisguise.Shesat

downasthewomansmiled...

Woman:icansmellheralloveryou

Rona:yeahiwenttoseeherthismorning

Woman:good.Didyoufeedhertheliverigaveyou

andsaidtheexactthingsitoldyouto?

Rona:yes

Woman:good.(Gaveherasmallcontainer)each

timeyouneedhertodosomethingforyou.Open

thiscontainerandspeakintoit.Whateveritisshe

willdo

Rona:awesome

Woman:noone,notevenPreciousshouldknow

aboutthis

Rona:youknowicankeepsecretshenceihave

beenabletomakeeveryonebelieveKeneilweis



dead

Woman:(smiled)itrustyouto.

Rona:ibroughtmygranddaughter'sitem.Ireceived

newsthatmygardeneristheonewhoabused

Nyasha

Woman:(holdingtheshirt)yeshedid

Rona:what!?Sohewasright?

Woman:yes.

Rona:howcanMosesdothistome?

Woman:wouldliketodealwithhim?

Rona:ofcourse.Nooneisgoingtohurtmychild

andlivetotellthetale

Woman:thenit'stimetoputKeneilwetowork

Rona:okiwilldojustthat

Woman:makesurewhateveritisshedoesitat

midnight

Rona:igotthat.

Woman:nowtellmeRonawhenareyougoingto



tellPreciousthatsheandMayaarenotsisters

Rona:wasimololaakere(youarestarting)

Woman:whatificouldn'tmanagetobreakthe

cursesheputonherselfwhiletryingtolockMayain?

Rona:speakingofMayawhenarewestriking?

Woman:dealwithMosesfirst.Onethingatatime.

Plusweshouldwaitforhertoachievesomething

firstthenwewillgether.Ineedyoutotryandpull

herinbyfixingyourrelationshipwithher

Rona:ok.Let'shopePreciousdoesn'tgetimpatient

andstartsrunningofftootherwitchdoctors

Woman:theywon'tbeabletohelpher.Shebelongs

tomenow

Rona:ohokgood.Anywayletmegetgoing

Woman:andpleasetalktoyourdaughterforthe

sakeofhersafety

Rona:goodbye

Shesaidgivingherarollofmoneyandleft.



Alongtheway...

AquietMayasatinthepassengerseatwhilethe

triosleptattheback...

Joshua:youaresoquiettoday,why?

Maya:imsoanxious

Joshua:about?

Maya:whatNale'shusbandwantstotalktome

about.Whycan'thejusttellmeoverthephone?

Joshua:maybeit'ssomethingthatdoesn'tneedto

bespokenaboutoveraphonecall

Maya:butit'seatingmenow(shesighed)

Joshua:(tookherhand)justtrytostaycalmlove.

WewillbeinGabsinafewhours(herphonerang)

Maya:Lewis?

Lewis:hiMayaihopeimnotdisturbing



Maya:nonotatall.

Lewis:mayipleasehaveMopati'snumber

Maya:uhu,why?

Lewis:ineedtotalktohimaboutsomething.

Maya:whatexactly?Ideleteditbutiwillsendyou

theotheronehesentmeamessagewithearlier

Lewis:ohok.IwasattackedonFridaynightandi

thinkmaybehisfriendmightknowsomething

Maya:soyouarethefriendhewastalkingabout?

Lewis:(frowned)what?

Maya:hesentmeamessagesayingafriendof

minewasattackedsoheknowswhoitisandimust

cometohimassoonaspossible

Lewis:bloodyidiotistheonewhoattackedme.

Esesthatgoodfornothingdouchebagisgoingto

knowwhoiam

Maya:howbadisitthough?

Lewis:let'sjustsayialmostlostmylife.Whydidhe

tellyouthough?



Maya:iguesshewantstotryandtrickmeinto

sleepingwithhimforinformation

Lewis:stupiddoctor.Theyaregoingtoknowme

Maya:pleasedoublethepainformebecause

Mopatihonestlyhasnorespectforme

Lewis:ohtrustmeiwillbabe

Maya:good.Who'stakingcareofyouthough,do

youneedanything?

Lewis:(smiledlookingatMorrismakinglunch)an

angelfromheavenbabes.

Maya:(laughed)imseriousLewis

Lewis:metoo.He'ssogoodatthis

Maya:monna(aman)Lewis

Lewis:youknowimamagnetforthose

Maya:ohwelllet'shopehedoesagoodjob

Lewis:ohtrustmeheis.Whenwillyoucomeover?

Maya:youknowwhereistandwithuslove

Lewis:(sighed)imsorryfornotbeingagoodfriend



love.Imissyousomuch.Pleasetakemebackiwill

surelydobetterthistimearound.Totaafteryou

spoketometheotherdayirealisedthatindeedwe

werenotgoodonyou.Wewereselfishandonly

checkeduponyouwhenwewantedagoodtime.

Sotsalaimreallysorry

Maya:(smiled)imissyoutooplusihavealotto

sharewithyou(shesaidlookingatJoshua)

Lewis:otshwerespokosakaeMaya?(Whichghost

didyoucatch)

Maya:(laughed)doyoueverstopthough?Noit's

notaghost.WewilltalkLewis,apologyaccepted

bye

Lewis:Mayalesagontimadatatlhemma(stop

keepingthingsfromme)

Maya:Lewisbye

ShehunguplaughingwhileJoshuasmiled...

Joshua:atleastheputasmileonyourface



Maya:asannoyinghecanbeheknowshowto

brightenupmymood

ShetookherjuiceandtookasipwhileJoshua

steppedontheacceleratoralittle.

AtChioma'shouse...

ThehelperbroughttheirdrinksasLovemoresighed

sittingback...

Lovemore:youknowafriendtellsmehehasturned

anursetosomeoneandhethinkshelikestheguy

Chioma:yourfriendisgay?

Lovemore:yeswhydoyouseemshocked?

Chioma:ihaveneverseenastraightmanbefriends

withagaymanbefore.Areyoubi?

Lovemore:no.Wouldn'tyouhavepickedthat?(They



laughed)Morrisisacoolguyandhealwaysknew

hewasgayandwheneveryonestigmatizedand

discriminatedhimimadesuretostandforhim

Chioma:that'sgood.Onethingaboutyouisthat

youhaveabigheart

Lovemore:thankyou

Chioma:isyourauntandhealernotcomplaining

thatyouarealwaysout?

Lovemore:myhealerhasgonebacktoZimhehad

otherpeopletoattendtoandmainini(aunty)loves

heralonetime

Chioma:ohnice.Iwouldlovetomeether

Lovemore:iwilltakeheroutforlunchatyourcoffee

shoptomorrow

Chioma:awesome.

Lovemore:whydidyousayishouldn'tletPrecious

touchme?

Chioma:shehadmutiwithher

Lovemore:ohwow



Chioma:yeahshouldshehavetouchedyou,you

weregoingtostarttofeelpityforher

Lovemore:ohhellnoimahighlyfavouredand

protectedpersonshenolongerhaspoweroverme

Chioma:amentothat

Theylaughedanddranktheirdrinkswhilecatching

up.

THATEVENING

AtJoshua'shouse...

Mayafinisheddividingthepizzaanddishedthe

saladasthegatebellrang...

Joshua:Kgangresidencehello?

Tshepo:hellosirwearebythegate



Joshua:okjustasecond(heopened)

Nale:(inaglitteringdress)who'splaceisthisagain?

Tshepo:(drovein)doyouknowJoshuaKgangof

Kgangtravelandtours?

Nale:yes.Wowwhataniceyard

Tshepo:weareheretotalkbusinessiwanttobuy

intothebusbusiness

Nale:ohnicelovewearegoingtomakemoney

Tshepo:ihopeheacceptsmyoffer

Nale:don'tworryyougotthis.Plusyougotmad

negotiatingskills

Shesaidtouchinghimashesniffedgettingoffthe

car.TheyheadedinsideasJoshuaopenedforthem

onlyforNaleandMayatofrownlookingatone

another...

Joshua:welcometomyabode



Tshepo:thankyousir.

Joshua:youmaysit

Nale:helloMaya

Maya:hi

Nale:soyoustayhere?

Maya:yes

Nale:how?Imeansincewhen?

Maya:sinceyourfrienddecidedtothrowmeinjail.

Anywayyouaskedtoseeme

Tshepo:yesidid

Nale:uhuithoughtwearehereto...

Tshepo:love

Nale:yes?

Tshepo:kindlytellMayawhathersisterandmother

didtoher

Nale&Maya:what!?

Tshepo:iheardyourconversationstheotherday

whentheywereatthehousesoNaletellherbefore



ido

Nale:(shocked)Tshepo!?

MayafrownedwithherheartracingwhileJoshua

andthekidssatbackconfused.

^
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Nale:Tshepowhatareyoutalkingabout?

Tshepo:don'twastetimepleasethesepeoplehada

longtriptheywanttorestsospeakup



Maya:what'sgoingonNale?

Nale:idon'tunderstandwhatconversationdidmy

husbandhear,Tshepoareyoubeingseriousright

now?

Tshepo:don'tplaydumpwithme.Nalestarttalking

Nale:idon'thaveanythingtosay.Ican'tbelieveyou

wouldlietomelikethisTshepohowcouldyou?

Whyareyoulikethis?Youhavechangedandidon't

thinkilikethepersonyouhaveturnedinto

Tshepo:ohpleaseNalecanyoustopit

Joshua:ok,kidscanyoupleasegotoyourroom

Tshepo:notheyhavetohearthisaswell.Nalewe

arewaitingonyou

Nale:isaidim...

Tshepo:Mayayoursisterandmotherhavebeen

bewitchingyou

Maya&Lucas:what!?

Nale:(widenedhereyeswithherheartracing)

Tshepo!?



Tshepo:yesiheardthemtalkingaboutlockingyour

lifewhenPreciouscametomyhouse.Iknewit,i

knewtherewasareasonthatwomanwasatour

house

Nale:Tshepohowcouldyou!?

Tshepo:noNalehowcouldyou?Howdoyoufind

joyinmakingotherpeople'slivesmiserable?How

doyousleepatnightknowingthatanotherhuman

beingissufferingbecauseofyou?

Lucas:soyouaresayingmymotherand

grandmotherarewitches

Tshepo:unfortunatelyyes

Nale:wowTshepo

Tshepo:imsosorryMayabutihadtodosomething

icouldn'tjustsitbackanddonothing.Youarea

verylovingandkindwomanidon'tunderstandwhy

peoplewoulddothistoyou

Maya:(lookingatNale)whythough?

Nale:donotbelieveanythinghesaysMaya.Imean

whywouldyoursisterwanttomakeyourlife



miserable?Letaloneyourmother

Maya:soyouarecallingyourhusbandaliar?(She

swallowed)

Tshepo:answerthequestionNale

Nale:hejustmisinterpretedthewholeconversation

Maya:sothisiswhyihaven'tbeenabletofinda

decentjob?Thisiswhyallthemenicomeacross

wanttousemeandthrowmeawaylikeapieceof

trash?ThishonestlyexplainswhyPreciousfinds

joyinalwayshumiliatingme,thisexplainswhyi

foundamatchboxwithmyphotoinsideaholeat

myoldhouse.YouknowwhatNalegoandtellyour

friendandhermotherthattheyhasmessedwith

thewrongwoman.ImsorryLucasbutimnotgoing

tositbackandletPreciousandRonawalkallover

menow.Tellthemthattheyarestillgoingtorun

aroundlookingforstrongandpowerful

witchdoctorstotryandlockmylifebuttheywill

neversucceed.IservealivingGodandthefactthat

theynevermanagedtogothroughwithitshouldtell

themsomething.Kindlygetout.



Nale:Mayai...

Maya:isaidgetoutNale.Tshepothankyouso

muchandhonestlyspeakingyoudeservebetter

thanthis

Tshepo:henceihavefiledfordivorce

Nale:what!?

Tshepo:andgotarestrainingorderagainstyou.

Younotallowedanywherenearmyhomeor

propertiesrightfromthissecond

Nale:Tshepoyoucan'tdothis.Please...

Tshepo:don'tyoudaretouchme!(Thekidswidened

theireyes)wearedoneimnotgoingtokeepawitch

asawife.Mayapleasemakesureyoufindhelpso

thatallthecursestheyputonyourlifegetbroken.

ThankyouMrKgang

Joshua:notaproblem

Nale:Tshepoyouarenotgoingtoleavemehere

Tshepo:whichpartofigotarestrainingorder

againstyoudoyounotget?Youwillfindawayto

gettowhereveryouwillbegoing



HesaidleavingwhileNalecamebehindhim.Hegot

inthecar,lockedthedoorsanddroveoutasNale

ranbehindthecar...

Nale:Tshepo!?Tshepopleasedon'tdothis!Tshepo!

ShestoppedrunningwhileJoshuaclosedthegate...

Nale:shit!(Shesaidgoingtothebusstop)

Joshua:areyouok?

Mayastormedoffandwenttothebedroomas

Lucascamebehindher...

Lucas:aunty,au...(sheslammedthedooronhis

face)

Joshua:letmetrytotalktoher



April:whyismamasad?

Joshua:shewillbefinebabyjustmakesureyou

finisheatingthengettobedyouguysmustbe

exhausted

HewenttothebedroomandknockedwhileLucas

swallowedsittingbackdown.Joshuaopenedthe

doorandfoundMayacryingsittingonthebed.He

satdownandheldherhand...

Joshua:love

Maya:whyJoshua?Whydothesepeoplehateme

somuchtoanextendofgoingsofartomakeme

sufferlikethis?Whathaveieverdonetothem?

Whatdoiowethemsothaticanpayitupsothat

theycanleavemealone?

Joshua:imsosorrymylove.Atleastnowyouknow

thetruthallyouhavetodoisprayforstrengthand

avoidthembyallmeans.

Maya:myownmotherJoshuamyownmother



Sheburstintotearsashetightlyhuggedher.

InMochudi...

PreciousgotoffthephonewithNaleandclicked

hertonguegoingtoRona'sbedroom...

Precious:mom

Rona:yes

Precious:wehaveaproblem

Rona:whatisit?

Precious:imjustfromaphonecallwithNaleand

shetellsmeTshepoheardustalking

Rona:what?

Precious:yesnowhetookhertoMayaandtoldher

everything

Rona:whatdoyoumeaneverythingandwhat



exactlydidhehear?

Precious:everythingaboutusholdingMaya'slife

back

Rona:what!?

Precious:yesmaweneedtodosomethingandnow

Rona:(sighed)andwho'sfaultisitagain?

Precious:seriouslyma?Imtellingyouwehavea

problemandyouwanttoblameme?

Rona:noPreciousifitwasn'tforyouandyourbig

mouthwewouldn'tbeheretoday!Nowlook,now

lookPrecious!

Precious:ma!

Rona:aishutup!Justshutthehellup!Weareina

messrightnowallbecauseofyou!

Precious:Ronayouspirallingnowwon'thelpus

withanything

Rona:excuseme?

Precious:there'snoneedforyoutoshoutlikethat

andnotcomeupwithasolution



Rona:(slappedher)shutup!

Precious:ah!

Rona:getoutofmyroom!

Precious:mahowcouldyou...

Rona:isaidgetthehelloutofmyroom!

Precious:Ro...

Rona:isaidgetout!

PreciousswallowedgettingoutasRonaangrily

screamedandhitthecloset...

Rona:dammit!Dammit!Dammit!Urgh!

Shesaidsittingonherbedandsighedrubbingher

face.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING



AtJoshua'shouse...

Maya'salarmrangasshewokeupandsighed.She

wishedwhatsheheardthepreviousnightwasnot

truebutitwas.Shegotoffherbedandtookher

diarysittingdown...

Deardiary...

Whatissupposedtobeagreatdayasiwillbe

startingoffatmynewjobasaPRManagerhas

turnedintopain.Myheartisbleedingbecausemy

ownmotherandsisterdon'twanttoseemehappy.

Theydon'twanttoseememakingsomethingoutof

mylifewhy,idon'tknow.Howdoesonehatetheir

ownchildtosuchanextend?Howdoesonehate

theirsistertosuchheights?Imievenherchild?Imi

evenhersister?Becauseidon'tbelieveonewould

hatetheirchildlikethis.Eveniftheyareyourleast



favoriteamongstyourkids.Whatmorehavethese

peopledone?Wasievensupposedtohavekids

wheniwasyoungorisittheirblackmagicthat

mademehavekidssothaticouldfailatschool?

Auntywhereareyou?Whyareyounotfightingfor

me?Howcanyouletthishappen?Ithoughtyou

lovedmeaunty,whereareyou?Iftheythinkim

goingtobeamiserablewomanbecauseoftheir

witchcraftthentheyhaveanotherthingcoming.

Fromnowonimgoingtostandupformylife.The

Godiservewillneverleavenoforsakeme.Even

thoughifeelliketheworldisswallowingmeatthe

momentimstillgoingtocarryon.Noonehas

powerovermylifebutGod.Ifyouarelisteningto

myheartGoddon'tletthesepeoplego,iwantthem

tosufferforalltheseyearstheyhavemademe

suffer.Iwanttheirlivestobenothingbutpain.I

wantthemtofeelexactlywhatifelt.Forgivemefor

thisLordbutidon'tdeservethiskindofpainandif

youareindeedalovingGodyouwilllistentome

thisonce.



Shesighedandsatbackreadingwhatshewrote

andputthediarybackwheresheputsit.Shefelt

tearsbuildinginhereyesbutsheswallowedand

blockedthem...

Maya:nomorecryingMayait'stimetobeawoman

andfight.Thetimetobecryingandlettingpeople

takeadvantageofyouisoveritstimetostandup

foryourlifeandyourchildren's.Fetchyourlifeback

Maya,fetchyourlifeback

Sheheavedahugesighandwentintothebathroom

andranabathhumming.

BackinMochudi...

NalecameoutofthebathroomasPrecioussatup

onthebed...



Precious:soyouaregoingtolethimgolikethat?

Nale:whatcanidoPrecious?

Precious:Naleasawomanyouhavetoworkand

fighttokeepyourmarriage

Nale:TshepohatesmePrecioushehatesmeand

honestlyspeakingitsallyourfault

Precious:excuseme?

Nale:yesPreciousshouldyouhavekeptyour

mouthshutnoneofthiswouldbehappening

Precious:wowNalewow

Rona:(opened)yesNaleisrightit'sallyourfault

Precious:okiknowihadtokeepquietbutiwas

angry

Rona:Naledidyoumarryincommunityofproperty?

Nale:yes

Rona:goodbecauseTshepohastodie

Nale:what!?Nooneisgoingtotouchmyhusband

Rona:youcallthatexcuseforamanahusband?



Nale:but...

Rona:butnothing.It'seitheryoufighttogetitallor

riskbeinghumiliatedandimnotwillingtogodown

withyouyounglady

Nale:MmaMoetiican't

Rona:youdon'thavetodoanythingiwilltakecare

ofit.Bereadytoputonyourbestmourningshow

(sheswallowed)

Precious:whataboutMayasheknowsnow

Rona:whydon'tyoujustshutupbecauseyouare

thereasonweareinthesituationwearenow.You

knowverywellthatshecan'tdienowbeforeyoufix

thingswithLovemoreiwillhavetofigure

somethingoutevenifitmeansmakinghergocrazy

Nale:soyouareseriouslygoingtokillTshepo?

Rona:whothehelldoeshethinkheistotryand

takemylifeawayfromme?Thisshouldbealesson

toyouthatshouldyoutryandbackstabmeiwon't

holdback

Nale:howareyougoingtodoit?



Rona:thelessyouknowthebetter.

Precious:andLovemore'snewwoman?Akereitold

youshebrokethebangle?

Rona:obonawenaPreciousyouarehonestlygoing

tocostmealotbutimgoingtomakesurethatshe

knowswhoiam

Precious:istillwonderhowsheevenknewaboutit

Rona:maybeshehasaspiritualgiftthat'swhyim

goingtohavetodomorethanjusthurther.Im

goingtoriphersoulapart.Ineedtogetgoing

Precious:whereareyougoing?

Rona:it'snoneofyourconcern

ShesaidwalkingoutwhileNalelookedatPrecious...

Precious:what?

Nale:imnotokwiththis

Precious:whatdoyouwanttobedone?Wehaveno



choiceNaleunlessyouwanttofollowsuit

Nale:whowantstodie?

Precious:thenputyourbiggirlpantiesonbecause

onceRonamakesuphermindthere'snogoing

back.

ShesaidgoingtothebathroomwhileNalesighed

sittingback.Athoughtcrossedhermindasshe

clearedherthroat...

Nale:whatareyoudoing?

Precious:iwanttobath

Nale:okletmegomakebreakfastsolong

Precious:ok

Sheputonhershoesandtookherbagtakingout

herphone...



Nale:yourlifeisindangerdon'tgoanywhereibeg

you.Icareaboutyousomuchtonotletanyonehurt

you.

ShetookPrecious'sbagandtookP100fromher

purseandmadeherwayout.

AttheTaolo's...

Marelediclearedthetableasherfatherdrankhis

juiceandsatback...

MrT:sowhatareyourplansfortheday?

Mareledi:imgoingoutforlunchwithMayadoyou

wantmetogetsomethingforyou?

MrT:yes

Mareledi:what?

MrT:Maya'sattention



Mareledi:ok?

MrT:cancelthelunchplansandratherinviteher

overfordinnertonight

Mareledi:ohokdadiwilldoso.Whydoyouwantto

seehersobad?

MrT:youknowidon'tsharedetailsofwhyiwantto

meetupwithanyonemygirl

Mareledi:okdadsorry

MrT:it'snotaproblemwenajustdoasiasked

Mareledi:noproblemletmegetonitrightaway

ShetookherphoneandsentMayaatextwhileher

fathersighedandheadedtohisoffice.

Atthehospital...

LovemoremadehiswayintoNyasha'sroomwith

ChiomabehindhimasNyashagroanedandrolled



hereyes...

Nyasha:reallydad?

Lovemore:there'ssomethingineedtotellyou

Nyasha:whatisit?

Lovemore:(tookherhand)youknowthatiloveyou

right?

Nyasha:yesdad

Lovemore:andnomatterwhatyouwillalwaysbe

myangelright?

Nyasha:yesdad.What'sgoingon?

Lovemore:(swallowedlookingatChiomawho

nodded)Nyashai...I'm...

Nyasha:youarewhatpapa?

Lovemore:imnotyourbiologicalfather

Nyasha'sheartskippedabeatasshefrowned

lookingatLovemoreandletgoofhishand.



^

^

^

^
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Lovemore:iknowthisiscomingasashockbuti

havenochoicebuttotellyoubecauseyoudeserve

toknowthetruth

Nyasha:how?

Lovemore:yourmothercheatedonme

Nyasha:no,there'snohowthat'strue.Youaremy

dad

Lovemore:henceimsayingthisdoesn'tchange

anything



Nyasha:(tearfully)whatisgoingtohappentome?

WhydoesGodhatemesomuch

Chioma:Goddoesn'thateyoumygirl.Godnever

hates

Nyasha:(sniffed)whatareyoudoinghere?

Chioma:imheretohelpyougetthroughthis.You

aregoingthroughalotsoyouneedtotalktoa

professional

Nyasha:idon'tneedaprofessional.Mydadisthis

manandnooneelse.Dadpleasedon'tdothisto

me(shecried)

Lovemore:(swallowed)imsosorrymygirlbutit's

thetruth

Precious:(opened)goodmor...ohno,ohhellno.

Lovemore,whatthehellisthis(frowned)babywhy

areyoucrying?Moveoutofmyway

ShesaidpushingChiomaoutofthewayandheld

Nyasha'shand...



Precious:babyareyouok?Lovemorewhatdidyou

dotomychild

Nyasha:(tearfully)ihateyou

Precious:huh?

Nyasha:letgoofmeyouevilwoman(shesaid

pullingherhandaway)

Precious:Nyashawhatareyousaying?

Nyasha:iregretthedayGodletmedevelopinyour

wombbecauseyouhaveadarksoul.Youare

poisonPreciousandihateyou

Precious:Nyasha!

Lovemore:donotshoutatmydaughterlikethat

Precious:whatdidyousaytomychild

Nyasha:youhavenorighttocallmeyourchildafter

whatyoudid.Howcanyoudothistothemanyou

claimtolove?Youareevil

Precious:Nya...reallyLovemore?Wow

Lovemore:Nyashadeservestoknowthetruth



Precious:soyouenjoydoingthistomeright?

Nyashamylovethis...

Nyasha:getout

Precious:nowthat'sabsurd

Nyasha:getoutPreciousandnevercomebackhere

youaredeadtome

Precious:(swallowed)doyouseewhatyouhave

doneLovemore?

Lovemore:youbroughtitallonyourself.Donot

involvemeinyourthingsplease

Nyasha:Preciousisaidgetout!

SheswallowedlookingatNyashaandsquinther

eyeslookingatLovemore...

Precious:youaregoingtopayforthis.Imgoingto

makesurethat...

Chioma:ahstoptheremydear



Precious:andyouare?

Chioma:youknowexactlywhoiamandtrustme

youdon'twanttomesswithme.Tellthattoyour

motheraswell

Precious:(scoffed)patheticbitch

Chioma:Godhavemercyonyoursoul

Precious:mxm

ShesaidleavingasChiomalookedatherfrom

downupwhileNyashaburstintoacry.Lovemore

comfortedherwhileChiomagavehertissues.His

phonerangashesteppedoutsideleavingNyasha

withChioma...

Lovemore:son?

Lucas:dadidon'twanttostaywithPreciousany

more.InfactiwanttomoveinwithauntyMaya

Lovemore:why?

Lucas:becausePreciousisawitchdad



Lovemore:whydoyousaysoLucas?

Lucas:herfriend'shusbandcameherelastnight

andtoldusPreciousandRonahavebewitched

auntyMaya

Lovemore:saywhatnow?

Lucas:yesdadtheyhavelockedherlifeforherto

notbeabletogetanywhereinlife

Lovemore:wow.What'swrongwiththesewomen?

Fortunatelyyoudon'thavetoworryaboutstaying

witheitherofthembecauseihavekickedyour

motheroutofourhouse

Lucas:why?

Lovemore:let'sdothis,comevisityoursisterat

lunchtimeiwillsendoneofthedriversfromthe

officetofetchyou.

Lucas:ohok.

Lovemore:seeyoulater

Lucas:byedad



TheyhungupasLovemoreshookhisheadand

wentbacktotheroom.

AtKgangT&T...

MayasatintheHRofficer'sofficeasJoshuajoined

them...

Lady:GoodmorningMsMoeti

Maya:morning

Lady:imawarethatyouhavebeenhiredasourPR

Managerthisisjustaformalitytocheckifwehave

hiredtherightpersonbeforeyoucouldsignthe

contract

Maya:okma'am

Joshua:soMsMoetiwhatareyoubringingtothe

company?

Maya:firstofallmycontributiontothegrowthof

thecompanyandipromisetocarryoutallmy



dutieswithduediligenceasthenewPRManager.I

willmakesurethatthiscompanyisknownforit's

greatthingsandgreatthingsonly

Joshua:ok.Wearegoingtogiveyouyourfirst

assignemt

Maya:oksir

Joshua:goandresearchwaysinwhichwecan

improveourservicesasacompany

Maya:oksiriwilldothat

Lady:(smiled)okMsMoetihere'syourcontractif

youhavealawyeryoucangetthemtocheckitout

foryouandexplaintoyouwereyoudon't

understandbeforesigningit

Maya:(smiled)okthankyousomuch

Lady:whaticantellyouasyourprivileges,youget

tohaveyourownoffice1,yougettoattendall

meetingswiththeboard.Youtravelfreeinour

busestoanywhereyouwouldliketogo.Youalso

gettoenjoybenefitsofapermanentand

pensionableemployeeonceyouputyoursignature



onthedottedline

Maya:ohthankyousomuch

Lady:thatwillbeallMsMoeti

Maya:ok

Shesaidtakingthecontractandsmiledgoingout

asJoshuafollowedher...

Joshua:careforacupoftea?

Maya:yesplease

Joshua:youstilllookabitstressedbutyou

managedtokeepittogether

Maya:wellihavemasteredthe"nevercarryyour

problemswithyoutowork"phrase

Joshua:butdonotcloseintoomuch.Myoffice

doorisalwaysopenifyouwanttotalk

Maya:(smiled)thankyou.Marainvitedmefor

dinner



Joshua:ithoughtyouguysplannedlunch

Maya:yeahbutapparentlyherfatherwantstomeet

upwith

Joshua:thepastor?

Maya:yessowillyoubeabletomanagewiththe

kids?

Joshua:yeahit'snotaproblemmylovebutyouare

notgoingtodriveyourselfatnightiwillaskoneof

thedriverstotakeanovertime

Maya:thatwouldbenice(amessagereportedon

herphoneasshesmiled)

Joshua:and?

Maya:JorgehasbeendeniedbailMrsTaolojust

toldme

Joshua:ohthatiswonderful.Imsorryyoudidn'tget

toattendthebailhearingbutwehadtodothis

ASAP

Maya:it'sokiwillattendtrials

Joshua:there'stotallynoproblemwiththat



Maya:thankyou

ShesmiledasJoshuamadethemacupoftea.

InMochudi...

Ronasighedsittingdownasthewomanscoffed

lookingather...

Woman:forsomeonewhodoesn'twanttoriskher

identitybeingseenyoucomealotoflate

Rona:whatcanidowhenpeoplearetryingme

Woman:whatbringsyouherenowithoughtyou

hadpowerstodoanythingyourselfnow

Rona:someoneoverheardustalkingaboutlocking

Maya'slifeandwenttotellher.

Woman:what!?Ihopeyoudealtwiththatpersonas

soonasyoufoundoutthatheknows



Rona:ihadtowarnhiswifefirstbutnowPrecious

tellsmethatshedisappeared

Woman:Ronawhenasituationlikethisarisesyou

actrightthereandthennowshe'sgonetotellher

husbandyourplansforhim

Rona:theyleavemenochoicebuttotakethemout

Woman:youthough.WhataboutMayanow?

Rona:idon'twanttoharmherijustwanthertogo

crazy

Woman:okiwillmixsomethingforyoumakesure

youpouritwhereshesteps.Onceherfootcomes

intocontactwiththemixtureshewillgocrazy

Rona:good.Iknewyouwouldcomeforme.Now,

there'sPrecious'shusband'smistress

Woman:whatabouther?

Rona:shesomehowsawthebangleigavePrecious

andshebrokeit

Woman:whatishernameandwhatdoesshedo?

Rona:ChiomaAdioleshehasa...



Shefrownedasthewomangruntedfeelingasharp

painonherhead...

Rona:areyouok?

Woman:(shakingherheadinpain)youarepokinga

honnetnest

Rona:whatdoyoumean?

Woman:(grunted)thatwomanisanogozonearea

whateverwetryonherwon'twork

Rona:whatareyousaying?Ithoughtyouwerethe

mostpowerfulwitchinthisarea

Woman:sheholdspowerfromthe...(swallowed)

from...ahshehasgreaterpowerRona

Rona:no,youcan'tsaythat,notherehastobea

way

Woman:tryandsendKeneilweafterherniece

Rona:good



Woman:butit'snotaguaranteethatitwillwork.

Thiswomanishighlyprotected

Rona:whatareyousayingnow?

Woman:tryinghisbetterthannothing.

Rona:nnyamma.Youshouldfindastronger

solutionshouldKeneilwefail

Woman:wouldyoufireyourboss?

Rona:no

Woman:thenthat'sthesituationwiththiswoman.

Sheholdspowerfromthecreatoroflifebuttonight

makesureyouhaveKeneilweonerrands

Rona:okbutyohyouaregivingmestressnow

Woman:eishwhydidyouhavetosaythatwoman's

namenowimnotfeelingwell.Iwanttorestwewill

talk

Rona:(frowned)areyougettingweak

Woman:reallynowRona?



Shesaiddraggingherselftothebedroominalotof

painwhileRonasneeredandmadeherwayoutas

herphonerang...

Precious:Mama

Rona:whathappenedthistimearound?

Precious:LovemoretoldNyashathathe'snother

biologicalfather.MamawhatdoesLovemorewant

fromme?

Rona:akeremmethat'sthetruth

Precious:mychildsaysshehatesme

Rona:erileobulelamonnayomongwediropeole

mosadiyonyetswengoneoakantseeng?(When

yousawyourselfopeningyourthighsforanother

manasamarriedwoman?whatwereyouthinking)

Precious:reallynow?

Rona:yesreallynow.Nowimbusyrunningupand

downtryingtofixyourmess.Akereyoudecidedto

keepitfrommesoseeyourselfoutonthatonemy

girlidon'twanttobeaccusedofbewitchingmy



granddaughter

Precious:wowmathankyousomuch

Rona:noPreciousshouldyouhavetoldmethisi

wouldhavelongseenwhattodo.Nowyouare

gettingusinvolvedwithdangerousNigerianwomen

doyouknowwhathappenedtoMmaditaolawheni

mentionedhername?

Precious:(frowned)whathappened?

Rona:shefellsickandtoldmesheholdsgreat

power

Precious:greatpowermyfootsheneedstobedealt

with

Rona:It'snoteasytodealwithapersonwitha3rd

eyeyoufool

Precious:noMmadiTsaysshe'spowerfulsoshe

mustcallallherdarkpowerstogettowork

Rona:thisnaivegirl.Bona(look)makesurethatyou

fixthingswithNyashaassoonaspossibleando

dire(do)damagecontrolwithLucas

Precious:thatoneisnottakingmycalls.Whatis



theplanforMaya?

Rona:don'tworryeverythingwillbesortedoutshe

won'tfindpeacenorhappinessaslongasimalive.

Iwanttodrive,bye

Precious:byewewillmeetathome(theyhungup)

Rona:Tsheporeallythinksimsomeoneyoucan

messwith.Hadhestayedinhisplacenoneofthe

thingsgoingtohappenwouldn'tbehappening.

Sheclickedhertongueanddroveoff.

Fromherbailhearing...

LornagotinthebackseatofthecarasDuncansat

behindthewheel...

Duncan:whyaresittingattheback?

Lorna:idon'twanttositnextyou.Youshouldn't



evenhavecameAlexanderwouldhavetakenme

home

Duncan:iwantedtosupportyou

Lorna:somethingyoufailedtodowhenyouwere

supposedto.

Duncan:Lornaimsorry

Lorna:youcansaysorryamilliontimesDuncanbut

itwon'tchangeathing.Untiliseeyoudoing

somethingaboutthissituationiwantnothingtodo

withyou

Duncan:iwilltryandgethertodropthecharges

againstyou

Lorna:onceagainactionspeakslouderthanwords

Duncan:(swallowed)ok

Lorna:(scoffed)ihonestlycan'tbelievethepersoni

trustedwithmyalldidthistomeandlivedunder

myroofwithnoguilt.Sowheredidyoumakethe

child?Inmyhouse?

Duncan:noihaveneverhadsexwithPatiencein

ourhouse



Lorna:soyouspentmoneyonhotelrooms,mustbe

nicetobemrspender.Thattimeyouleftawifeand

kidsbackhome.(Clickedhertongue)stopthecar

Duncan:isaidstopthecar

Hesighedanddidasshegotoffandopenedhis

door...

Lorna:getout

Duncan:what?

Lorna:getoutofthecarDuncanyouarewasting

mytime

Duncan:Lornadon'tdothis.Youknowihavetogo

towork

Lorna:youwillseetothatonyourownmydear.Out

Helookedatherandshemeantitashetookoffthe

beltandgotoff...



Lorna:mpha(givemeyour)wallet

Duncan:what?

Lorna:(gotinthecar)isaidgivemeyourwallet

Duncan

Heswallowedandgaveittoherasshegavehima

P20note...

Lorna:seehowtogettowork.It'spaybacktime

Duncan:Lorna

Lorna:ijo

Shethrewthemoneyathimandclosedthedoor,

joinedtheroadagainandsteppedonthe

acceleratorleavingacloudofdustbehindthough

drivingonatarroad.



AlongthewayfromMaunandFrancistown...

KgangTravelandToursbuseswereontheroadto

Gaboroneasthedriverdrivingtheonefrom

Francistowncoughed.Hegrabbedabottleofwater

onlytoseeacowoutofnowhereontheroad.He

triedtododgeitbutlostcontrolofthebusasit

overturnedwithpassengersinside.Theonefrom

Mauntriedtododgeapotholebuthititwithatipof

thebacktyreasitburstandthebusswervedinto

thebushwithallpassengersinitscreaming.The

drivertriedtocontrolitbutitwentstraightintoa

treeandinstantlycaughtfireaspassengersjumped

outofthewindow.Asfastandstrongasthefire

wasitcaughtupwithpassengerswhowerestill

tryingtojumpoffthewindowsandthesmallkids

^

^

^

^
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AtKgangT&T...

WithalotgoingoninhermindMayasatinher

officesoftlyswingingherchair.Shecouldn'tbelieve

whatsheheardabouthersisterandmother.Allthat

Tsheposaidwasstillplayinginhermindnomatter

howhardshetriedtoselfdestruct.Shesighedand

tookherphonecallingMareledi...

Mareledi:heybabe

Maya:hilove.Whereareyou?

Mareledi:imhomelovewhat'sup?

Maya:iwasthinkingmaybeishouldcomeseeyour



dadnow

Mareledi:unfortunatelyhe'sstillbusywithother

congregantslove.Areyouok?

Maya:rememberwhatitoldyoulastnight?

Mareledi:isitstillbotheringyou?

Maya:yeslovethat'swhyiwasthinkingishould

cometherenow

Mareledi:sorrylovethereasonwhyheaskedmeto

inviteyouoverfordinnerisbecauseheknewhe

hadalotofclientstoday.DidyoupraythoughMaya?

Maya:ididMareledi.Iprayeverytime

Mareledi:areyoulettinggoofyourselfandletthe

holyspirittakeover?Kanathere'sprayinginspirit

andjustprayingforthesakeofit

Maya:iprayinspirit

Mareledi:noloveidon'tthinkyouare.Whenpraying

inspirityoulockeverythingoftheworldoutand

focusonyourconversationwithGod.Youneedto

praywithfaithmyfriend



Maya:(sighed)iguessihaven'tbeenpraying

enoughthen.Youwillhavetoteachmebecauseim

scaredformychildren

Mareledi:nowthat'swhereyoushouldtapinwhen

talkingtoGod.Thinkaboutyourchildrenandhow

youdon'twantanythingtoharmthem,howyou

wantthemtobesuccessfulandsafefrompeople's

darksouls.IsweartoyouMayayouwillseethings

changinginyourlife

Maya:iwilldoso.Anywayseeyoulaterheyletme

tryandstartonmyfirstassignment

Mareledi:oklove.Later

Maya:bye

TheyhungupasMayaheavedanothersighand

tookhernotepad.Shegrabbedapenfromthebox

astheofficedooropened.Shelookedupand

frownedatJoshuawhoseemedtonotbeok...

Joshua:Maya



Maya:areyouok?

Heblinkedlookingallovertheofficeand

unbottonedhisshirt.Heswallowedandheaveda

sighasshequicklygrabbedabottleofwaterfor

himwhilehesatdown...

Joshua:Maya

Maya:what'sgoingonJoshuayouarescaringme

AsshesaidDuncanranintotheofficeandsighed

findinghim...

Duncan:Joshua

Maya:iseverythingok?

Joshua:Duncanpleasenotnow

Duncan:iknowhowthisfeelsbuddybutyouknow

wehavenocontroloverthesethings



Maya:isanyonegoingtotellmewhat'sgoingon?

Duncan:(swallowed)twoofourbusesgotinvolved

inaccidents

Maya:what!?

SheheldhermouthinshockwhileJoshua

scratchedandshookhisheadnotbelievingit...

Maya:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Duncan:yesonefromMaunandtheotherfrom

Francistown.TheonefromMaunburntwithsome

passengersinsideandtheonefromFrancistown

overturnedwithpassengersinside

Maya:ohmyword.Imsosorryguys.Thisisbad

Duncan:verybad.Wehaven'tgottentheexact

numberofcasualtiesbutitseemslikethere'sa

quitenumberofthem

Maya:asinthosewhopassedon?

Duncan:yeah.SomejumpedofftheonefromMaun



andtheyareobviouslyhurt

Joshua:whyDuncan,whywhywhy!

HesaidhittingMaya'sdeskasshejumpedstartled...

Duncan:likeisaidbuddythesearethingswehave

nocontrolover

Joshua:doyouknowhowmuch1buscosts?

Duncan:iknowbuddy

Joshua:andforgettingaboutthevalueofabusdo

youknowthatyoucan'tputapriceonahuman's

life?Doyouknowthebadpublicitythat'sgoingto

comeouthere?Doyouknowthatpeoplearegoing

tostartthinkingthatwearecarelessbecausewe

aremakingmoneynow?AlotDuncan,alotisgoing

tobeaffectedandyouknowthatidon'tknowhow

todealwellwithbacklash.Thelastthingiwantisto

sinkbackinto(swallowedasemotionsgotthe

better)thelastthingiwantistosinkbackinto

depressionDuncanthat'saverydarkplacetobe



andittookalotfrommetogetoutofthere.Thisis

justmess.Whataboutthefamlliesthathavelost

theirlovedone's?NoDuncanno

Hesaidputtinghishandsonhisfaceshakinghis

headwhileMayaswallowedasguiltateherup.She

couldn'thelpbutblameherselfbecausenowit

lookedlikeeverywhereshegoesshebringsbad

omentopeople'sbusinesses...

Duncan:MsMoeti!

Maya:(clearedherthroat)imsorry

Duncan:thisiswhereyoucomein.Makesureyou

takecareofgettingoutastatement,thereception

willbeforwardingcallstoyouroffice.Pleasemake

sureyouassurethemthatKgangT&Tisstilla

realiabletransportcompany.Youwenttoschoolfor

thisibelieveyouwillbeabletohandleeverything.

ImgoingtomakesureJoshisok.Joshcome

Maya:oksir



JoshuasniffedasDuncantookhimaway.The

secondheclosedthedoorMayapinchedthebridge

ofhernosenotbelievingthenews.Aphonecall

disruptedherassheclearedherthroatandsniffed...

Maya:herewegoMaya.Yougotthismygirlifthe

devilandhisdescendantsthinktheyaregoingto

takethisoneawayfromyouthentheyshouldtry

harderbecauseimdonetakingthingslightitstimei

foughtbackandfoughtbackhard.(Pickedup)

KgangTravelandToursPublicRelationsofficer

howmayibeofhelp?

AtNale'shouse...

TshepofinallyopenedforNaleasshemadeher

wayinside.Helockedthedoorandopenedthe

windowasshefrowned...



Nale:reallynowTshepo?

Tshepo:idon'tknowwhattheyputonyoulastnight

soimnotgoingtotakesuchariskandletyouinmy

houseandjustsoyouknowyoubridgingthecourt

order

Nale:theywanttokillyouTshepoandtheywanted

metobeapartoftheirschemebutimarriedyou

Tshepoandiloveyou.Iwouldneverletanyonehurt

younordoanythingtoourmarriage

Tshepo:themoreyoukeepcomingbackherethe

moreyouarebringingyourbadlucktome

Nale:Tshepoimbeingseriousherethatwomanis

dangerous.Iknowwhatimtalkingaboutweneedto

getoutofthisplace

Tshepo:howdoiknowyouarenotgoingtofinish

mewhereverwewillbegoingandagainwheredo

youexpectustogorightnow?

Nale:Let'sbookaflighttoSouthAfricanowwewill

seetoeverythingwhenwegettherepleaseTshepo

ibegyou



Tshepo:ican'tjustupandleavewhataboutthe

business?

Nale:wewilltalktothemanagerwhenwearethere

pleaselistentomeTshepo:Naleihopeyouarenot

tryingtotrickmebecauseyouknowwhatyoustand

togainshouldidie

Nale:ifiwantedtokillyouorcaredaboutmaterial

thingswouldibeheretoday?

Tshepo:shouldanythinghappentomeNaleiwill

neverforgiveyouevenindeathiwilltormentyouto

thedayyoutakeyourlastbreath

Nale:isweartoyouTshepoiwouldneverhurtyou.

Rathertheyhurtmenotyouthat'showmuchilove

you

Hethoughtforafewsecondsandopenedthedoor

forher...

Tshepo:donottouchanythingbeforebathingand

youaregoingtobathwiththeseasaltthelastthing



iwantismyhousetohavebadspiritshovering

aroundit

Nale:okwhileimatityoubookourflight

ShewenttotheguestbedroomwhileTsheposhook

hisheadandtookthelaptop...

Tshepo:itwasnicewhenyouguyswerebusy

bewitchingpeoplenowthatthetableshaveturned

youwanttorunaway.

AtLewis'shouse...

Morrisfinishedhelpinghimbathandputonfresh

clothesashesatonhisbedandtookhisphone...

Morris:whoareyoucalling?

Lewis:theguyiaskedhisnumberfromMaya



Morris:ohokfromtherecalltheyoungboywhoyou

sayisblackmailingyouneh

Lewis:oh,ok(hedialledMopati)

Mopati:DrMopatispeaking

Lewis:DrMopatimybehind

Mopati:excuseme?

Lewis:howdidyoubecomeadoctorwhileyouare

sostupid?

Mopati:whoimispeakingto?

Lewis:yourworstnightmareandtrustmeimgoing

tomakeyourlivesalivinghell.Noonemesseswith

Lewis

Mopati:(swallowed)Lewis?

Lewis:yesdidyoureallythinkmyfriendandiwere

dumplikeyou?Legonegaoswabefelaodirela

tsalayagagobonoga(areyounotashamedof

betrayingyourfriend)justforpussy?Siesshame

onyoustupiddoctor.Areyoureallythatstarvedor

youareoneofthosepervertsthatalwayssaythey

won'tgiveupuntiltheysleepwithacertaingirl?



(Scoffed)wearenotasdumpasyouaremyguy.

Youhavemessedwiththewrongpeople

Mopati:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutand

idon'tunderstandwhyyouhavetoinsultmelike

that

Lewis:ohtrustmeihaven'tevenstartedinsulting

youmyguy.Whatareyougoingtosaywhenistart?

Gagotweokgotlhiledimomomaragonggotewa

Lewisautlwa.Otlogosantseoitshenyamyboy.O

bolelleletsalaeoyagagoemagotsanea2002ore

gagotshamekelwejalomogonna.(Whentheytell

youthatyouhavemessedwiththewrongperson

theymeanLewisdoyouhearme.Youarestillgoing

tomessyourselfmyboy.Youshouldtellyourfriend

withanoldlookingpaleskinthatimnota

playground)Bewarnedmyboy

HeclickedhistongueandhungupwhileMopati

clenchedhisteethrubbinghisface...

Mopati:shit!shit!shit!



Kitso:(camein)areyouok?

Mopati:yeah

Kitso:areyousure?

Mopati:ijaisaidimokao

HetookthestethoscopeandleftwhileKitso

frownedconfused...

Morris:tellmetonevermesswithyou

Lewis:youshouldtakehid.Trustmeimnotgoing

torestuntiltheybegmeformercyiftheythink

beingamedicalpractitionerforforceissomethingi

willshowthemthatit'snothing(heclickedhis

tongue)whatshouldisaytothislittlebastard?

Morris:askhimtocomeovertomorrow

Lewis:ok(hecalled)

Thabo:ohheybaby

Lewis:soitwasokforyoutorunoffonmelikethat?



Thabo:yousawhowthesituationwas

Lewis:sowhodoyouthinkwasgoingtosponsor

yourlifeshouldihavedied?

Thabo:ahiknewyouweregoingtosurvive

Lewis:mxm.Whatareyoudoingtomorrow?

Thabo:nothing

Lewis:okcometomyhousetogetyourmoneyfor

thisweek

Thabo:ohokwhattime?

Lewis:lunchtime

Thabo:okseeyouthen

Lewis:sure(hehungup)bloodyfool

Morris:youareangrytodayeh

Lewis:(smiled)iwanttoshowthesepeoplethatim

notanidiot

Morris:okwhatshouldiorderbetweenPizzaand

Nandosforlunch?

Lewis:iwantfoodfromthebraaiplace



Morris:(laughed)whyareyouputtingyouroption

whileigaveyoutwo?

Lewis:who'sthesickonebetweenus?

Morris:ohwow(theylaughed)letmegoorderand

jointhevisualmeetingLovemorehascalled

Lewis:noproblemimjustgoingtoliehereandbe

onmyphone

Morris:cool

HeleftlookingforTheBraaiPlacenumberwhile

Lewissmiledlookingathim...

Lewis:thisonedeservestobekept

THATAFTERNOON

Atthehospital...



Lucaswentinsideafterregisteringashisdad

wavedathim...

Lovemore:youhavegrown

Lucas:ahdadit'sbeenafewdaysonly

Lovemore:andimissyouwhenareyoucoming

backhome?

Lucas:sinceyousaidPreciousisnolongerstaying

atthathouseidecidedtobringmybagswith

Lovemore:who'swithAprilandHerbert?

Lucas:uncleJoshua'slaundrylady.Itoldauntythat

imleavingsotheyaskedhertostayoveruntilthey

getbackfromwork

Lovemore:ohokbutwhydon'ttheyjustgetahouse

helper?

Lucas:uncleJoshuaisnotafanofthem

Lovemore:ohok.Thenwherewillthekidsgo

tomorrow?

Lucas:itoldauntyMayathattheycandropthem



offatourhouseandpickthemwhentheyknockoff

untiltheschoolsopen

Lovemore:ohok.Theyshouldpayyouforbaby

sitting

Lucas:ahdadyouknowilovespendingtimewith

themjustthatimissourhouseandagainididn't

takeenoughclothes(theylaughed)

Lovemore:youknowimjoking.Anywaylet'sgoand

seeyoursister

HeledthewaytoNyasha'sroomwhileLucascame

behindhim...

Chioma:youcanlashoutatmeordowhateveryou

wantaslongasyouletoutthepaininyou

Lucas:goodday

Chioma:(smiled)ohhithere

NyashaswallowedlookingatLucasastearsbuiltin



hereyes...

Lovemore:ChithisisLucasmyson,andLucasthis

isMsChiomaAdiole,She'safriendofmineand

Nyasha'stherapist

Lucas:nicemeetingyouma'am

Chioma:nicemeetingyoutoo

Theysmiledatoneanothershakinghandswhile

Nyashalookedawayasateardroppedfromher

eye...

Lucas:areyouokNyasha?

Lovemore:pleasesitdownLucidaddyhas

somethingtotellyou

Lucas:ok

Lovemore:asihavealreadytoldyou,momisno

longerstayingwithus



Lucas:Precious

Chioma:iknowyouaresomehowangrywithher

withthelatestdiscoverybutshe'sstillyourmom

myboy

Lucas:nomymotherwouldneverbewitchherown

sister(Chiomasighed)

Nyasha:what!?

Lucas:yes,Naleandherhusbandcameover

yesterdayandtoldauntyMayathatPreciousand

Ronahavebewitchedher.UncleTshepoheard

themtalkingaboutitwhileathishouse

Nyasha:no.Imightbeangryatherforwhatshedid

tomebutmymotherwouldneverdothat

Lucas:whydoyouthinkshehatesauntyMayaso

much?Ohwaityouaretooblindtoseeitbecause

shehastaughtyouhowtobeonehenceyouare

abletotreatyourcousinsthewayyouare

Lovemore:Luci

Lucas:nodadimnotgoingtosithereandlick

Nyasha'swoundsbecauseshe'sjustlikeher



mother

Chioma:soncalmdown

Lucas:ohimcalmauntyimverycalm

Lovemore:he'stellingthetruthNyasha,ihavealso

discoveredthatyourmotherbewitchedmeforme

tonotbeabletoleaveher

Nyasha:noyouguysarelying

Lucas:yousee,igiveup.Thatwomandoesn't

deservemetocallhermymother.Icursethedayi

developedinherwomb

Chioma:don'tsaythatson.Youarecursing

yourself

Lucas:imalreadycursedauntyimalreadycursed

Chioma:noyouarenotLucas.Youareawonderful

child.Fromallthethingsyourdadtoldmeabouti

pickedthatyouarehistreasure.Samegoestoyou

Nyasha.Thismanlovesthebothofyoualot.Y'all

shouldneverdoubtthat

Nyasha:butitdoesn'ttakeawaythefactthathe's

notmyfather



Lucas:what!?

Nyasha:yesisn'tthat'swhyhecalledyouhere?To

tellyouthatyouandiarenotbrotherandsister

Lucas:dad...

Chioma:beforeyousayanythingMrKavimbalet

metellthemonething.Wetheryouarebloodornot

factisyoutwogrewupasbrotherandsisterand

thatshouldnotstopbecauseofthelatestdiscovery

Lucas:dadisshebeingserious?

Lovemore:(sighed)yesson.Preciousconfirmedit

Lucas:(sneered)andyoustillbelievethatyour

motherisnotawitch.Wowthisisunbelievable

HestormedoffasLovemoreranafterhimwhile

Nyashasilentlycriedshakingherhead...

Lovemore:Lucaswait.Sonplease

Lucas:leavemealone(hesaidcallingPrecious)



Lovemore:canwetalkaboutthisfirstson.Ibeg

you

Precious:hisonhoware...

Lucas:youareanevildarkheartedwitchandihope

thedevileatsyoualive

Precious:Lucas!

Lucas:howcouldyouPrecious?

Precious:Lucasimyourmother

Lucas:mymotherlongdiedthedayshesawit

fittingtomakeeveryone'slifemiserable.Whatkind

ofahumanbeingareyou?(Lovemorescratchedhis

headdefeated)

Precious:ican'tbelieveLovem...

Lucas:don'tyouevenblamedadforyourlying,

conninvingandadulterousways.Youarerotten

Preciousandican'twaitforyoutodie.Sies!

Heclickedhistongueandhungupwhileahuge

lumpgotstuckonPrecious'sthroat.Shesatupon



herbedwithtearsblurringhervision.Shemoved

aroundincirclestryingtoholdbackhertearsbut

themoreLucas'swordsplayedinherheadthe

moreherheartshatteredandburstintoacry...

Lovemore:Lucascalmdown

Lucas:(tearfully)whatiswrongwiththatwoman

dadwhatiswrongwithher!Ihateher!

HesniffedbitinghislowerlipasLovemoregrabbed

himintoatighthugasheburstintoacry

THATEVENING

AttheTaolo's...

MayaparkedtheGTInexttoherVitzandheaded

insidewhereMarelediwelcomedher.Thesecond

helaidhiseyesonher.Everythingaboutherfamily



andevenherbecameclearerasheswallowedand

tookasipofwater...

Mareledi:welcometoourhumblehomefriend

Maya:(smiled)thankyousomuch.Goodevening

Alexander:hinana.Yougood?

Maya:hadaroughfirstdayatworkbuteverything

shallfallintoplace

Mareledi:iheardabouttheaccidentstlhemmahow

isMrKgangdoing?

Maya:hewassobrokenbuthe'sdoingoknow.I

lefthimwiththekids

MrT:andit'sallthankstoyouraunt

Maya:(frowned)what?

MrT:mynameisPastorTaolo,youcancallmeMr

T

Maya:imgladtomeetyousir



Sheshookhishandashefeltalofofpowerfall

uponhim...

MrT:lovecanirequestonething?

Alexander:yesdaddy?

MrT:maywedothisbeforeeatingbecauseican't

holditinanymore

Alexander:noproblemdaddy.Mareledilet'sexcuse

themmylove

Mareledi:okma.Relaxfriendyouaregoingtoleave

hereabrandnewperson

MayanoddedwithherheartthrustingwhileMrT

pulledoutachairforher...

Maya:thankyousir

MrT:youmovearoundwithalotofgraceonyou

butitsallhiddenawaybecauseofthepeopleyou

thoughtwereyourfamily.Let'sprayfirst(they



closedtheireyes)Heavenlyfatherithankyoufor

thismomentandforthishour.GreatLordyoualone

knowwhyweareheretoday.UsemeLordasyour

servant,usemetohelpbringoutthegraceyour

childMayaMoetiwalkswith.GuidemeLordtohelp

herbringbacklifeintoherforshe'sadeadwoman

walkingJesus(Mayafrowned)helpmehelpher

JesusbecauseyouaretheonlymightyGodwe

knowandyoucanneverbringapersonintothis

worldandhavethemdepartitwithoutcompleting

theirpurpose.Godletallthatwillberevealedhere

todaybuildandhealthischild.FatherGod

(groaned)...ohJesusyourmotheriscryingforyou

mychild.Yourmotherisinaverydarkplace,ican

hearhercrybutican'tseeher

Maya:(openedhereyes)rra?

MrT:andyouareholdingabigsecretinyourheart

butscaredtotellthetruth(sheswallowed)your

cousinandauntarenotthepeopleyouthinkthey

areandyouknowverywellthatyourcousin'slast

bornchildisnotbiologicalyhers

Maya:noit'smysister



MrT:(openedhiseyes)she'syourcousin

Maya:idon'tunderstand

MrT:thepersonyouthinkisyourmotherisnot

yourmother

Maya:(heartskipped)what?

MrT:yourmotherhasbeenturnedintoazombie

andyouandeveryoneweremadetobelievethat

she'sdead

Maya:(heartracing)areyousayingauntyKeneilwe

ismybiologicalmother?

MrT:yesmychildyesoohholyspiritspeaktome

speaktomeohholyone

Mayajumpedoffherchairinshockandheldher

mouthastearsbuiltinhereyeswithherheart

racing.Youcouldhearandseeitfromherchest.

MeanwhileintheoutskirtsofMochudiMmaditaola

draggedherselfoutofbedasherintestinescoiled

themselves.Shegruntedcrawlingtoher

consultationroom...



MmadiT:legadiradikantlhoyagagonaopeyoka

nkgonang(nomatterwhathappenstheyarenot

goingtodefeatme).Whoeveristryingmeisnot

goingtosucceedwithwhattheyaretryingtodo.

Theywilldothemallbuttheywillneverfind

Keneilwe.Never!

Shesaidgruntingpullingoutallthestrengthshe

couldtogettoherconsultationroom.

^
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Maya:(blinked)nothiscan'tbetrue.How?

MrT:iknowyouarescaredbutpleasetakeaseat

Maya:MrTigrewupknowingRonaismymother

andKeneilweismyaunthowiswhatyouaretelling

menowpossible?

MrT:onlyRonahastheanswertothat

Maya:whywouldshewanttodothistome?Toher

sister?

MrT:jealousy

Maya:butwhyMrTaolowhy?(Sheblinkedblocking

hertears)whywouldRonabejealousofmyaunt?I

don'tevenknowifishouldcallhermyauntorwhat

MrT:sheisyourmothermychild.Ronawantsthe

goodthingstobeseenonherthatiswhyshe's

fightingsohardtokeephersonfrommarryinghis

fiancee.Sheknowsifhemarrieshershewilllose

onallthathecouldbedoingforher

Maya:butit'snotlikeTitushasawellpayingjob



MrT:shelockedhisblessingsawaysothathis

fianceecanleavehimbecausehehasnomoney

butbecauseofherbeingafirmbelieverinChrist

andprayerworriertheirrelationshiphasbeen

protected.Theonlythingthat'sneededtobedone

forTitustobesuccesfulisifthepersonwhoputthe

curseonhimconfesses.

Maya:bathongRona.MrTareyousureaboutwhat

youaresaying?

MrT:isitnotmakingsense?

Maya:wellLesedihasneverbeeningoodterms

withPrecious

MrT:that'sbecausesheseesthroughher.You

losingthatjobandthedramayouhavehadatyour

lastjobwasallyourauntandcousin'sdoing.The

lastritualshetriedtoperformwastobringendless

paininyourlifeandcloseyourwombsothatyou

don'thavechildrenanymorebutshefailedbecause

ofthemanyoumet(Mayafrowned)thatmanis

yoursavinggrace.He'sbroughtintoyourlifeby

Godhimselfandtheaccidentofhisbuseswas



causedbyyouraunt.

Maya:idon'tknowwhattosay

MrT:it'stimeyouprayedandprayedhardbecause

nowallthesehavebeenrevealedtoyoutheyare

goingtotrybyallmeanstofinishyouoff

Maya:imscared

MrT:don'tbe.Youaregoingtogointofastingso

thatweareabletolocateyourmother.Ithoughtthe

spiritwouldrevealherexactlocationbutiguessi

willhavetopraymoreaboutitsodoesyou.Noone

shouldknowthatyouarefastingandwhiledoingso

donotengageinanysexualactivitiesnorgoout

withfriendsbecausethemoreyoudothatthe

furtheryouwillgobackandriskneverfindingyour

mother

Maya:thisisunbelievable(scoffed)buthowdoi

keepmyfastingasecretfromJoshuaandthekids?

Theyaregoingtostartaskingquestions

MrT:tellthemyouareonadietandasforsexual

activitiesjusttellhimyouarenotyetreadybecause

iknowyouguyshaven'tdoneanything



Maya:bathonghowisitpossibleforyoutoseeall

thesethings

MrT:youwon'tunderstandifyoudon'thavethe

samegiftasi.Makesureyousleepindifferent

roomsandbuildanalterintheroomyouwillbe

sleepingin.FromhereonMayaMoetiyouaregoing

toprayinthisorder.12midnight,beforegetting

readyforwork,atlunchand6pm.Alsoteachyour

childrentheimportanceofprayerandengagethe

wholefamilybeforegoingtobed.Wehavetofind

yourmotherverysoonbeforethespellcastonher

makesherdotheunthinkable.Imscareditmight

havealreadymadeherdoafewthingsifnotyetbut

yourintenseandfaithfulprayerswillprotecther

untilwefindher.NodevilisgreaterthanGod.God

longdefeatedthedevilthetimethedeviltriedto

makeJesusthrowhimselfoffabuildingtoprove

thatheindeedwasJesusthesaviour.Thedevil

showedJesusallthebeautyoftheworldandthat's

whathappenedtoyouraunt.Unfortunatelyforyour

auntsheallowedherselftobefooledasforJesus

heknewthatnothingisgreaterthanGod



Maya:soKeneilweisafullhumanbeing?

MrT:yesverymuchaliveallsheneedsisyouto

helpsaveher

Maya:Ronahasalotofexplainingtodo

MrT:domeonefavour,donotconfrontheruntilwe

findyourmotherbecauseshouldyoudothatthey

mightkillherandhideherbody.Iknowit'sgoingto

behardbutshiftyourfocusintoprayerandthe

fastingisuggested.Yesherwitchdoctormightbe

awareofwhat'shappeningnowbutonethingi

knowforsureisthatGodwouldneverallowthemto

hearwhatwearetalkingabout

Maya:imscaredtoevendrive

MrT:stopsayingyouarescared.Themoreyou

doubtGod'spowerthemorethespiritwilldriftfrom

you.BelievethatyouareachildofGodandthatyou

arehighlyfavoured.PleaseMayaplease

Maya:(sighed)okPastorTaoloibelieveimhighly

favoured

MrT:goodmakesureyoucomeforourevening



survicetomorrowandbringyourpartnerand

children

Maya:eerraiwill

MrT:nowlet'stalkaboutthesecretyouareholding.

Youneedtotellthetruth

Maya:butthisisgoingtohurtthepoorchild

MrT:bettertohurtapersonwiththetruththan

makethemsmilewithalie.Onceyoutellthetruth

maybeeverythingwillopenupsodon'tletthis

secretholdbackgoodthings.

Maya:(sighed)ihearpastor.Imnotreadyfor

seeingLucashurtbutasyousaythetruthsaves

MrT:indeed(chuckled)youraunt'sdaughteris

honestlysomethingelsebutit'sallhermother's

faultthatiswhyshecouldn'thavekidsafterher

firstbornandbecauseherhusbandwantedason

sobadsheresortedtowhatshedid

Maya:ialsowonderedwhywouldsheallofa

suddennotbeabletohavekidsaftershehadher

daughter



MrT:hermotherhasalotofansweringtodo

Maya:howdoiexplainthistoLucas?

MrT:youdon'thavetoexplainanythingyouraunt's

daughteristheonewhowillhavetoexplain

everything

Maya:howdoitellhimwhilewehaven'tfoundmy

mother?

MrT:justtellhimbecausethishasnothingtodo

withyourmotherbeingakeptwoman.Herbeinga

keptwomanisbecauseofyou

Maya:andican'tstopaskingmyselfhowshe

managedtodothis

MrT:prayerandfastingwillhelpforallthosetobe

revealed.FromheremakesureyoutalktoLucas

Maya:iwillpastoriwill

MrT:(smiled)andyouhaveawonderfulgiftof

ministryMaya.Godwantsyoutouseittoheal

people

Maya:what?



MrT:yourgiftofsinging.Otherpeopleneedtobe

sungtoonlytobehealedsoit'shightimeyoualso

tappedintothat

Maya:(smiled)okiguessimsupposedtobea

praiseandworshippernow

MrT:yougotthatright.Imgoingtogiveyouwhite

candlesandwater.Alwayskeepthecandlesonon

youralteranddrinkthewaterwheneveryoufeel

hungry,beforeandafterpraying.Putabitofitinthe

bathwhilebathingonceaday

Maya:okiwilldoso

MrT:letuspray(theyheldhands)heavenlyfather

wethankyouforthismomentforitwouldn'thave

beenpossibleifitwasn'tforyou.Fatherhere'syour

childsheneedsyourprotectionasshe'sembarking

onajourneyoffindinghermother.Wecanhearher

crybutwestillcan'tfindherLordsopleaseLord

mayyoubringlightonthisjourneyandletusfind

herinonepiece.Fatheripraythatyoublockthe

earsofthosetryingtolisteninonourplans,may

theynothearnorseeanythinguntilwefind



KeneilweMoetiLord.Protectherwherevershe's

keptandmaytheirplanswithherfailLord.Lordi

saymaytheirplanswithherfailinthemightyname

ofJesus!ProtectyourchildLord,herchildrenand

allthepeopleshecomesacross.Webreakallthe

cursesbroughtuponherlifeatthishourLord

Maya:yesJesus

MrT:webreakallthechainsinthemightynameof

Jesus.Amen

Maya:Amen(shesniffedwipinghertears)

MrT:itiswellmychilditiswelltheLordiswithyou

Maya:thankyouMrTaolo

MrT:ratherthankGodbecauseimjustaservant

Maya:(lookedup)thankyouGod

MrT:(smiled)good.Love?

Alexander:yesdaddy

MrT:wecannoweat



TheycamefromwheretheywerewhileMayashook

herheadandsighed.Shestillcouldn'tbelieveall

shehadbeentoldbutfromthereonitwasuptoher

tomakesurethedeviliskickeddownforgood.

MeanwhileinMochudiMmaditaolacriedasthe

paininherstomachgotworse.Sheheardallsorts

ofsoundsbutcouldn'thearwhatthespiritof

darknesswantedtotellher.ShecouldseeMayain

herbowlbutherfacebecamedimeachsecond.

ShegruntedreachingforKeneilwe'sscarfthatRona

camewiththeotherdayandputitinthebowl...

MmadiT:imnotgoingdownwithoutafight

Shefoughthardtositupandwhenshefinallydid.

Shestartedtowashthescarfwithherwater...

MmadiT:whatevertheyaretryingtodotheywon't

succeed.Icallonallspiritsofdarknesstogoand

causeconfusionintheirmindsrightnow.Letthem

bedistractedfromtheirplans.Maythepowerof



darknessattackthemnow

Shegruntedasthepaininherstomachworsened.

Shetriedtofightitbutitgotmorepainfulasshe

screamedfallingonherfacespillingallthewaterin

thebowl.Sheheldthescarfandstartedmuttering

onit...

MmadiT:pain,pain,pain...

Shescreamedasmorepainstruckher.Meanwhile

atJoshua'shouse.HerbertgaggedasJoshuaand

Aprilfrownedlookingathim...

Joshua:Herbertareyouok?

Herbert:i...i...(hesplashedoutgreenvomitonthe

dinnertable)

April:eewwHerbert

Joshua:youarenotokmyboycome



Herbert:i...(hesplashedanother)

Joshua:okletmetakeyoutothebathroom

Herbert:uncleJo...

HesplashedvomitagainasJoshuatookhishand...

Herbert:mylegsareheavy

Hevomitedagainashestartedtorunoutofbreath

whileAprillookedonworried...

Joshua:okithinkishouldtakeyoutothehospital

(checkedhistemperature)ohLordnoyouareeven

hot.Aprilputonyourshoeswearetakinghimtothe

hospital

April:whereismommy?

Joshua:iwillcallheronourwaythere.Herbert

keepyoureyesopenformemyboyok



Herbert:imtirediwanttosleep

Joshua:nonoboyyouarenot(hevomitedagain)

eish

Helaidhimonhissideonthecarpetintheliving

roomandrushedforatowelinthebathroomwhile

Aprilrantotakehisfavoritetoyandblanket...

Joshua:Aprilcome,come!

Heliftedhimupwhilehecontinuedtovomiton

him...

Joshua:openthedoorformenana

ShedidandjumpedinthebackwhileJoshualaida

continuouslyvomitingHerbertonthefront

passengerseatafterdroppingit.Heputatowel

overhisheadsothathecouldvomitonitontheir



waytothehospital...

Joshua:youwillbeokmyboy.Pleasehanginthere

forme(hejumpedinthedriversideanddroveoff)

April:willhebeokuncleJoshua?

Joshua:yesnana.Doyouknowhowtopray?

April:theLord'sprayer

Joshua:prayitthenmyloveimcallingmommyok

April:ok(closedhereyesandputherlittlehands

together)"ourFather,whoartinheaven..."

JoshuaswallowedlookingatherandatHerbert

whowouldn'tstopvomiting.Heseemedtobe

alreadyrunningoutofstrengthashesteppedon

theacceleratormorecallingMaya...

April:"giveusthisdayourdailybreadandforgive

usourtrespassesasweforgivethosewho..."



Maya:Jo?

Joshua:weareonourwaytoSidilegahospital

makeyourwaytherenow!

Maya:(widenedhereyes)whathappened?

Joshua:Herbertwon'tstopvomitingpleasehurry

uppleaseMaya

Maya:okokimcoming.(Hungup)somethingis

wrongwithHeberttheysayhecan'tstopvomiting

imgoingtothehospitalnow

Mareledi:imcomingwithyoulove

MrT:noweareallcomingwithyou.Theyare

fightingbackweneedtoprayforhim

Maya:oklet'sgo

TheyallthrewtheirforksdownasMrTtookhiscar

keysandtheyfollowedhimtothedoor.Hehearda

loudbangandshouted...

MrT:Duck!



All:what?

Astheysaidabullethitthewindowwhileonehit

thedoorastheyfelldown...

Maya:what'sgoingon?

MrT:mommycrawltotheofficenow!

Alexander:comegirlscome!

Theycrawledtotheofficebutitwasalittletoolate

asthedoorgotkickedopen...

Man:yes!Stopwhereyouare!Everyoneonyour

stomachs,now!

MrT:sirjusttakewhatyouwantandletusbe

Man:shutupyouidiot!

HesaidkickingMrTontheheadashecollapsed



whileAlexanderscreamed...

Man:itisnicewhenyoutakepeopletojailneh

come

Mareledi:noleavemymotheralone

Man:awwwmommy'slittlegirl.Boystiethemupas

foryoumagrizayouaregoingtoshowmewhere

youkeepyourevidence

Alexander:what!?

Man:comeidiot!

HejerkedherupanddraggedheronlyforMaya's

phonetoringagain...

Man:whoseisthis?(Theyswallowedasheputa

gunonAlexander'shead)isaidwho...

Maya:(withhereyesclosed)mine!It'smine!

Man:whoiscalling?



Man2:Joshua

Maya:mysonissickandthey...

Man:shutit!

HeletgoofAlexanderandgrabbedthephone

hangingupwhileAlexanderranforherlife.Oneof

theguysshotatherasshefellwhileMayaand

Marelediscreamedintears...

Mareledi:mama!

Man:behave!

Hearingthegunshotandscreamingtheoldman

whowastheirneighbourpressedtheemergency

securitybuttonanddialedthepolice.Meanwhileat

thehospitalthemedicsrolledanunconscious

HerberttoattendtohimwhileJoshuasighedtrying

tocallMayaagainwhosephonewasnolonger

goingthrough...



Joshua:eish

April:uncleJoshua

Joshua:yesbaby?

April:imscared(sheburstintotears)

Joshua:don'tbemylove.Inhereok.Yourbrotheris

goingtobeok

Hetightlyhuggedandsushedherwhileseatedon

thewaitingbenchwithanxietygettingthebetterof

him.
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Man:shit!Weshouldgetgoingorelsethepeople

aregoingtofindushere

Man2:isthatonedead

Man:(checkedAlexander)noshewillsurvivethe

bulletwentthrough

Man2:goodlet'sgo

Man:weareleavingwithouttheevidencesowewill

needsomethingtomakethembackdown

Man2:whatcanwetake?

Man:her(hesaidpointingatMareledi)

Mareledi:nonopleasedon'ttakemeratherlet's

giveyoumoneyandwewon't...

Man:shutup!Untieher

Maya:guyspleasetakeourcarsorsomethingbut

leaveheralone

Man:isaidshutit!



HeslappedMayawhoburstintotearswhilethey

untiedMarelediandliftedherup.Shekickedand

screamedtryingtofightthembuttheyweretoo

strongastheytookheraway...

Maya:(crying)help!Somebodyhelp!Mareledi!(She

criedmore)Lordhowcanyouletthishappen!Why!

Why!WhyLordwhy!?

Shescreamedandcriedevenlouderwhileoutside

thesecuritycompanyarrived.Theystoppedatthe

oldman'shousebuthearingMaya'sscreamandcry

withthegateoutoftherailtwoheadedtothe

Taolo'swhiletheothertwoheadedintotheold

man'syard...

Maya:somebodypleasehelp!

Sheshoutedtryingtountieherselfasthetwo



securityofficerswentin...

Man:whathappenedhere?(Thepolicesirencould

beheardinadistance)

Maya:thereweregunshotsandallofasudden

theywerealreadyinthehouseeverythinghappened

sofastandtheytookmyfriend!(Crying)please

helpus

Man2:(checkingMr&MrsTaolo)theyhurttheman

hardontheheadandtheladyseemstohavelosta

lotofbloodsotheyaregoingtoneedmedical

attention

Maya:theambulanceisgoingtotakeforevertoget

herepleasetakethemtothehospitalyoucanuse

mycarifyouareworriedofthebloodstains

Man:(untyingher)wehavetowaitforthepolice

firstmylady

Maya:thepolicearegoingtotakeforevertoget

here

Officer:goodeveningwejustgotdirectedhereby



theneighbourwhathappened?

Maya:(sniffed)theyshotherandkickedhimonthe

headthentooktheirdaughter

Officer:didyoucalltheambulance?

Man2:imcallingit

Maya:theambulanceisgoingtotakelongcan'tyou

seethatwomanisbleedingalot!

Officer:ma'amcalmdownyouaregoingtocollapse

becauseofstress

Maya:(annoyed)peoplearedyingandyoutelling

meaboutcollapsing!?Tohellwithcollapsinghelp

thedamnpeople!

ShesaidgoingtoMrsTaoloandgotintocontact

withherbloodasoneofficerheldherback...

Maya:letgoofme!

Officer:ma'ampleasecalmdown



Maya:(cryingandfightingtheofficer)sheneedsto

betakentothehospital,hisbrainisrunningoutof

oxygenwecantakethemourselvestoavoidany

furtherharmandyoushouldstartlookingfortheir

daughter!

Officer:theambulancewilltakethesepeopletothe

hospitaltellmeaboutthepeoplewhocameinhere

Maya:wowthatissotypicalofyouofficers.People

arehangingbetweenlifeanddeathandyouwantto

askquestionsnow?

Officer:(gettingannoyed)ladydidyounotsaythey

tooktheirdaughter?

Maya:theybut...

Officer:butnothingwewanttodeployasearch

teamnow!

Maya:asifyoursearchteamsarealwayseffective

(shesniffed)

Officer:stopbeingspicyandtellmeanythingyou

rememberabouttheperpetrators

Maya:theyworebalaclavasbutoneheadbrown



eyesandtheotherhadlikeawhitestainonhisiris

andtheyworeboots

Officer:whatwasyourfriendwearing?

Maya:(sniffed)purpletracksuitwithpinkslippers

andwhitesocks

Officer:what'shername?

Maya:MarelediTaologuysthesepeoplearegoing

todieonus

Officer:officerimgoingtocalltheofficetodeploy

thesearchdogheresothatitcollectsallthescents

hereandstartthesearchandthentheforensic

teamtocomeandcollectfingerprintsandDNAif

thereareany

Maya:theyworegloves

Officer:DNAcanbesweatorsalivadropletsonthe

surfacesevenhairyouneverknow

Officer:oksir

Theambulancewailedoutsideasfourmedicsran



inwithtwostretchers.TheycarefullystrappedMrT

ononeandhiswifeonanother...

Maya:pleasetakethemtoSidilegahospitaliwillbe

rightbehindyou

Medic:areyouinanyconditiontodrive?Wedon't

wanttotakesuchriskspleasejumpin

Maya:ok

Shetookherphoneandgotthenamesofthe

officersandthestationtheyworkatthenjumped

intotheambulance.Sheswitchedonherphoneand

dialledJoshua...

Medic:straightenyourarmsoicancheckyour

bloodpressure(shedid)

Joshua:pleasetellmeyouarehereMayawhattook

yousolong?

Maya:(tearfully)peoplebrokeinthehouseandthey



shotMrsTaolo

Joshua:what!?Areyouoklove?

Maya:imokjustalittleshakenbuttheytook

MarelediJoshua,they(shesniffedcrying)

Joshua:okokcalmdownlovehowdidyouescape?

Maya:iminanambulancelooksliketheneighbours

calledforhelporsomething.MrsTaoloisbleeding

somuchandimafraidshe...she...

Joshua:nonolovedon'tthinklikethatshe'sgoing

tobeok.WhataboutMrTaolo?

Maya:(sniffed)theykickedhimhardonthehead

andhejustwentout

Joshua:eishthat'ssadwhatdidthepolicesay?

Maya:theyaregoingtodeployasearchteamfor

Mareledirightawayiheardhimtalkingaboutthe

dog

Joshua:don'tworrywiththehelpofthedogthey

willbeabletofindher.Areyouokthough?

Medic:yourbloodpressureissohighma'amplease



trytocalmdownorelsewearegoingtobeforced

tosedateyou

Maya:weareonourwaytoSidilegahowismyson

doing?

Medic:ma'amimtalkingtoyou

Maya:canyoujustleavemealone...ouch!

Asharppainstruckherchestasshegrunted

droppingthephone.Themedicquicklyreachedfor

asedativewhilebehindthelineJoshuaswallowed

andcalledher...

Joshua:Maya?Maya?

Medic:sirwehavejustsedatedher

Joshua:issheokiheardshespokeofSidilega

Medic:yesweareonourwaytheregoodbye.

ThemedichungupasJoshuaheavedahugesigh



andlookedatasleepingAprilwhousedhisjacket

asapillowandputHerbert'sfavoriteblanketover

her.Heswallowedfeelingforherashesquatted

movingabraidoffherfacethenkissedher

forehead...

Joshua:ihopenothinghappenstoyoulittleangel

Hestoodupasthedoctorcame...

Joshua:tellmetheboyisokplease

Dr:isheyourson?

Joshua:yesdoctor

Dr:helostalotofwatersowearestillputtinghim

onadripthereforehe'sgoingtohavetospendthe

nighthere

Joshua:(sighed)okbutisheok?

Dr:yeshe'sconsciousbuthisvisionandbrainis

stillalittlefuzzyhencewewanthimtorestas



muchashecan.Whatdidheeatmaybethisisan

allergy

Joshua:wehadhakeandfries

Dr:nosaladoranything?

Joshua:nodoctor

Dr:okwedrewsomebloodtotestifthere'san

allergysofornowpleasemakesurehedoesn'ttake

anykindoffish,oil,salt,vinegar,spicesand

potatoesoranythingwithstarchuntilwefindout

whatcouldbewrong

Joshua:bathongwhatishesupposedtoeatnow?

Dr:anythingwithoutstarch,withnosalt,spicesand

allthoseihavementioned

Joshua:thisistorturetothepoorchildbutiwill

makesureofit

Dr:thankyousir.Haveagoodnight,wewillmeet

tomorrow.Pleasetakethelittlegirlhomesoshe

couldbecomfortable

Joshua:yeahimstill...



Medic:emergency!Emergency!

Dr:whathappenedhere?(Joshuaswallowed

lookingonasAprilwokeuptothenoise)

Medic:oneladywholookstobeinhermid40'swith

ashotwound.Haslostalotofblood,amaninthe

sameagerangeandsaidtohavebeenhitorrather

kickedhardontheheadandaladysuspectedtobe

inherlate20'ssufferingaminiheartattackdueto

highbloodpressure

Joshua:didyoujustsayheartattack?

Dr:sirgohome

Joshua:she'smywife

Dr:okstayputwewillgetbacktoyou.Guyshurry,

hurryup!Onecallthebloodlab,theothercalla

neurologistforthismanandtaketheladyto

surgerynow!Now!

SheshoutedrunningafterthemwhileJoshua

swallowedahugelumpwithhishandsonhishead.

Aprilsoftlytappedhislegasheturned...



April:(softly)isthatmommy?

Joshua:let'sgogetyousomethingtonibbleonmy

girl

Heliftedherupandheadedtothevendingmachine

whileAprillookedatallthenursesanddoctors

runningforassistance.

InMochudi...

PrecioustriedtocallLucasbuthisphonestill

wouldn'tgothroughasshegruntedhittingherbed...

Rona:(opened)andthenwena?

Precious:LovemoretoldLucasaboutNyasha

Rona:jaanongotshwanetsewaitlentlereganyajalo?

(Sothatmeansyoushouldhityourselfagainstthe



walllikethat)Thosepeopleareyourkidsandno

oneisgoingtotakethemawayfromyou

Precious:myownsoncalledmeawitchRonahe

wishedicoulddie

Rona:areyounotawitch?

Precious:excuseme?

Rona:gatheryourselfandstopbehavinglikea

stupidchicken.

Precious:howcanyoubesoheartlessRona?

Rona:imnotheartlessimgrabbingabullbyits

horns.ImsendingKeneilweoffforanerrandat

midnight.She'sgoingtogetridofeverythingthat

triedtostepinourwayincludingMoses

Precious:whatdoyoumeanbygetrid?

Rona:killPrecious.KeneilweisgoingtokillTshepo,

NaleandLovemoreandthatstupidChiomawoman

aswellasMoses

Precious:areyousureaboutthat?

Rona:yes



Precious:whatifitallleadstous?

Rona:whatkindofanidiotareyou?Wherehave

youeverseenawitchbebustedformurder?Collect

yourselfandstartpractisinghowyouaregoingto

mournthatstupidhusbandofyoursbecauseifyou

can'thavehimnoonewillandwithhimoutofthe

pictureyourchildrenwillbeforcedtowelcomeyou

backintheirlives.Goodnight

SheclosedthedoorasPreciousswallowedand

shookherhead.MeanwhileinherbathtubChioma

slowlyopenedhereyesasshefeltthetextureof

waterchanging.Shejumpedupseeingthewater

changingintobloodandcheckedifshewas

bleedingbutshewasnot.Sheswallowedlookingat

itbutfellonherkneescoveringherearsasaloud

soundofthunderfilledthewholeroom.Withher

heartracingshequicklyputonatowelandrushed

outofthebathroomandwenttocheckonherniece

andshewashummingdownstairsstudyingwhile

theloudbangsofthunderstillfillingherears.She

swallowedgoingbackintoherbedroomandwent



toheralter...

Chioma:Godifthere'sanysheddingofbloodright

nowispeaklifeintothevictims.Anyonewho's

beingthreatenedbythunderortheirlivesbeing

threatenedispeakprotectionoverthem.Cover

themwithyourwingsandletnoweaponfashioned

againstthemprosperGod.YouareaGodthathears

andanswersandiknowyouarelisteningtome

now.Youwouldn'thaveshownmethisifwhoever

thevictimisdidn'tneedmyhelp.Ifit'sanyonei

knoworanyoneknownbysomeoneiknowvery

wellletthembeshieldedLordandevenifit'sa

strangerLordprotectthem.Coverthemandmayall

theweaponshitthesenderLord.Mayallthe

weapondhitthesenderLord!Mayalltheweapons

hitthesenderLord!

Hearingherauntshoutwordsofprayerfromher

roomSundaequicklyclosedherbooksandwent

onherkneesaswell...



Sundae:Lordwhoevermyauntisfightingagainst

maytheynotwinLord

Chioma:mayalltheweaponshitthesenderLord!

Sundae:protectwhoevershe'stryingtoprotect

Lord

Chioma:isayletyourunquenchablefirehitthe

senderLord!Maytheyburn!Maythenburnwith

theirweaponsLord!OoohLord!

Sheshoutedatthetopofhervoicewhileherniece

continuedtoprayaswell...

...butididn'tmeanforthingstoendlikethis...

Mmaditaolafoughtsohardtokeepherstrengthbut

therewasnoneanymoreasshelaidonherback

holdingherbagofditaola(bones)andflywhisk.

Sheslowlyblinkedasherbreathwentshorteach



second.Thepensheheldintheotherhandslipped

offherhandandfellontopofthepapershewrote

on.Shestartedtogruntandheldtightlyonherbag

andflywhisk.Afterafewsecondsofgruntingshe

finallyclosedhereyesandletoutherbreath.Her

statuefelloffthedoorwhiletheowlontopofher

housefelldeadinfrontofherdoor.Outofnowhere

thewholeofMochudiwasfilledwithstrongwinds

asthunderstrikedwithraincloudsgathering.

Atthehospital...

ThedoctorcameasJoshuastoodupwhileApril

playedagameonhisphone...

Joshua:and?

Dr:siryourwifeisoutofthewoodsbutwewould

liketokeepherovernight

Joshua:(sighedoutofrelief)whencanweseeher?

Dr:it'salreadylatesoyoucancomefirstthing



tomorrowmorning

Joshua:okwhatabouttheothertwo?

Dr:wearebusytransfutingbloodintoherbodybut

shewillbeokbecausethebulletdidnothitanyvital

organs

Joshua:oktheman?

Dr:hisheadwashonestlyhithardbuthewillbeok.

Theywillallbeuptomorrowicanassureyouof

that

Joshua:okdoctorseeyoutomorrowthen

ShesmiledandwentherwaywhileJoshuaturned

toApril...

Joshua:comelet'sgohomemyangel

April:withoutmamaandHerby?

Joshua:thedoctorsaystheyaresleepingsowewill

seethemtomorrow



April:ok(heliftedherup)

Joshua:don'tdropthephoneok

April:mhem.(pausedthegame)uncleJoshua

Joshua:yesbaby

April:whendidyouandmamagetmarried?

Joshua:(smiled)wearenotmarriedbutwewillbe

verysoon

April:(frowned)buthowcomeyoutoldthedoctor

thatshe'syourwife?

Joshua:whatisawifeApril?(Heputherintheback

seatandputtheseatbeltoverher)

April:awifeisawomanwhogetsaringfromher

manandtheysleeptogetherinoneroomandmake

babiesbutmamadoesn'thavearingandshe

doesn'tsleepwithyouandyouguysdidn'tmakeus

Joshua:(laughed)Aprilwheredoyougetsuch

things?

April:imnotachilduncleJoshua



ShechuckledgoingbacktohergamewhileJoshua

laugheddrivingaway...

April:youbettermarrymymother

Joshua:yesma'amiwill

Hesmiledlookingatherthroughtherearview

mirror.AspittingimageofMayashewasashe

sighedwithherwordsplayinginhishead.The

senseofhumourinallshesaidevenmadehim

forgetaboutthebusesstressandallthathappened

toMayaandHerbert.Indeedchildrenarelittle

angelsinhumanform.

AT03:03AM...

Thesearchdogwiththeteamranintoabushasit

discoveredMareledi'stracksuitsandsleeperswhile

Ronaquicklywokeup.Shecheckedthetimeand

gruntedholdingherforehead...



Rona:ShitI'mlate.(Shouted)Precious!

^
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PreciousgotupstartledasRonakickedherdoor

open...

Rona:Precious!

Precious:whydoyouhavetoshoutlikethat?

Rona:iwokeuplatePrecious



Precious:why?

Rona:howcanyouaskmethat?Whydidn'tyou

wakemeup

Precious:youaretheonecarryingouteverything

whydidn'tyousetanalarm

Rona:youknewihadtowakeupat12Precious

whydidn'tyousetyourstoo?Isetminebutmissed

it

Precious:waitsekeengRonaihavealotgoingon

tobestressingaboutyou

Rona:excuseme?

Precious:yes

Rona:ohsoimafooltryingtogetyourlifeinorder

asoldasyouare?

Precious:nobodyaskedyouto

Rona:what!?

Precious:mychildrenareslippingawayfromme

Ronaandican'taffordtolosethem

Rona:sowhatimidoing?Iminotfightingtomake



surethattheydon't?

Precious:ifyouwerereallyfightingyouwouldhave

madesureyouwokeupontimebutnoyoudecided

tojustsleepbecausetheyarenotyours

Rona:(scoffed)ohwowPreciousareyouseriously

goingtobethatkindofperson?

Precious:isitnotthetruth?

Rona:youknowwhatPrecioustheyareyour

childrensofightforthemhoweveryouseefit.Im

donewithyou

Precious:yesimtheirmotherafterall

Rona:andwhileyouareatitmakesureyoupack

yourclothesandleavemyhousebecauseachildi

raisedwon'tbehavelikeyouarenow

Precious:wheredoyouexpectmetogo?

Rona:omosadionalebanabaobalwelang(you

areagrownwomanandyouhavekidstofightfor)i

believeyouwillfigurethatoutalliwantisforyouto

leavemyhouseandiinpeace.Assoonasthesun

risesishouldhearyourcarrunningoutside(she



walkedout)

Precious:Ronayoucan'tdothat.Rona?Rona?Ro...

Ronaslammedherbedroomdoorandsighed

movingaroundincircles.Sheshookherheadand

gruntedsittingonherbed...

Rona:whyRona,whydidyouhavetomissan

importantactivitylikethis(sighed)anywayiwill

havetogotoMmaditaolalater.

Inthebush...

TheytookMareledi'sclothesandcontinuedto

followthedogastheystartedtoseebloodtrails...

Man:imseeingblooddrops

Man:let'sfollowthem



Withthedogaheadofthemtheycontinuedtowalk

whiletheothermaninformedpoliceofficers.That

timethepolicehelicopteralsohoveredinthesky

helpingthesearchteam...

Mareledi:(crying)pleaseletgoofme

Man:canyoujustshutup?

Mareledi:youhavealreadybeatenmewhatdoyou

stillwanttodowithme?

Man:untilyourmothermakessurethatherstupid

clientdropsthosestupidchargesyouarenever

goingtoseethemagain

Mareledi:whyareyoulettinghimdothistoyou

guys?Youallseemtobenicepeoplewho...

Aslaplandedacrossherfaceasshehitherhead

againstthedoor...



Man:itoldyoutoshutup.Dudestopthecar

Man2:why?

Man:juststopthedamncarwearegoingtowalk

Man2:bruhitsdarkandweareinthemiddleofa

veld

Man:so?

Man2:whatiftherearedangerousanimalshere?

Man:iknowthisbushtherearenoanimalshere.

Girlgirl,come

Mareledi:itscoldican'twalkoutsidewhilenaked

Man:(scoffed)doilooklikeicare?(Sheswallowed)

Man2:ijustfeellikeweareriskingthings.

Man:betterwewalkthandrivebecausethe

helicopterwillsoonspotthecar

HegotoffandpulledasilentlycryingMarelediout

whohadaswollenmouthandeyesandacutnose.

Herwholefacewasinalotofpainfromallthe



beating...

Man:youbettermakesureyou...shitlet'shide

behindthatrock

Hesaidasthehelicopterapproachedandthey

squattedbehindthebigrock...

Officer:(upintheair)wejustspottedacarrighton

thesamedirectionyouarein,over

Man:soweshouldkeepourstraight?Over

Officer:justfollowthedog.Over

Man:okofficer(heswitchedoffthewalkietalkie)

weontherightdirection

Theyincreasedtheirpaceasthedogstartedtorun

withthescentitpickedgettingstrongerbythe

second...



Man:shitmanshit!Theyhavefoundus

Man2:let'sleaveherhereican'taffordtogotojail

Man:youarealuckybitch

Heclickedhistongueashetriedtorunoffbut

Mareledigrabbedasmallrockandhithimonthe

headashecollapsedthengrabbedtheotherone's

arm...

Man2:areyoucrazywhatareyoudoing,letgoof

me!

Mareledi:youarenotgoinganywhere

Shesunkherteethonhisarmashescreamedin

pain.Thedoglifteditsearshearinghisvoiceasit

increasedit'spacewhiletheteamalsoincreased

theirpacebehindit...



Man:youidiotyouarehurtingme!Letgoofme!

Shesunkherteethevendeeperintohisskinashe

screamedlouder...

Man2:fuckyou!

Hesaidtryingtopushherawaybutthemorehedid

themoretheskinonhisarmpulled.Thedogstarted

barkingastheyarrivedwheretheywere...

Man:surrendernow!

Mareledigruntedandpulledoutachunkofhisskin

withherteethashegruntedinpainandfellonhis

knees...

Mareledi:(spatouttheskin)mayGodforgiveyou



Theteamquicklyputcuffsonhimasthehelicopter

landed.TheytookMarelediandthecollapsedman

whiletheteamtooktheotheroneandwalkedback

totheircaranddroveoff.

LATERTHATMORNING

Atthehospital...

Mayasatuponherbedafterspeakingtothephone.

HerdooropenedasJoshuaandAprilstucktheir

headsin.Seeinghermotherawakeherfacelitup

assherantoher...

April:mommy!(Shejumpedonher)

Maya:(smiledandkissedher)heybaby.Hmmyou

smellnice

April:uncleJoshuabathedmeandputthisnice



dressonme

Maya:(smiled)anditlooksnice(lookedupat

Joshua)hi

Joshua:(smiled)hilovehowareyoufeeling?

Maya:imstillalittletakenabackbutiwillbeok.A

lothashappenedyesterdaysoimstilltryingto

wrapmyheadaroundeverything

Joshua:don'tworrythedoctorsayswecantake

youhomesoiwillmakesurethatyouareok

Maya:whataboutwork?

Joshua:yourwellbeingisfarmoreimportantYaya

Maya:whathaveyoudecidedonthebuses?

Joshua:theonethatoverturnedwillbetakenfor

repairingandtheburntonewillbereplacedina

week

Maya:ok

Joshua:wehavealsodecidedtogivefoodhampers

tothefamiliesofthedeceased

Maya:all65families?



Joshua:yeah

Maya:ihopeitwon'tcripplethebusinessremember

youhaveemployeestotakecareof

Joshua:noitwon'ttheaccountantsayswecan

affordathousandforeachfamily

Maya:ohokthat'snotbadiguess

Joshua:notatall

Maya:iguessishouldworkonanotherpress

statementjustsothepublicknowswecareabout

them.Notonlyareweworriedaboutoursourcesof

incomebuttheirlivesaswell.Imeanwithoutthem

therewouldn'tbeKgangTravelandtours

Joshua:(smiled)that'sasmartmove.Imgladwe

haveyouonourteam.Youwillsendthe

receptionistanemailwhenwegethomesothatshe

contactsallmediahousesonyourbehalf

Maya:yeah.AnynewsonMareledi?

Joshua:she'sinthehospitalaswell

Maya:(smiled)theyfoundher?



Joshua:yeahistoppedbyherroomwespokefora

fewsecondsbecauseshewasstilldizzyfromthe

medication

Maya:thankGodshe'ssafe.Didtheyharmherin

anyway?

Joshua:yeahtheybeatherupbutshewillbeok

Maya:okiguessiwillhavetogoandseeher

parentsfromhere.Where'smyson?

Joshua:thedoctorwasstillfinishingwithhimshe

said...

Dr:(smiledopening)helloeveryone

Maya:awwmyboycometomama

Herbertsmiledandwalkedtoherastheyhugged...

Maya:areyouok?(Henodded)howareyoufeeling?

(Hegaveherathumbsup)

Dr:hestillabittiredthat'swhyhe'sjustusing

gestures.Pleasemakesureherestswellwhenyou



gethomebutheshallbebacktohisnormalselfin

theafternoon

Maya:thankyousomuchdoctor(shekissedhis

forehead)

Joshua:thankyoudoc.Arethebloodresultsback

yet?

Dr:ohyesanditwasn'tanallergysowebelieveit

wasjustastomachbug

Joshua:ohokthat'sarelief

Dr:okfamilyletmeleaveyoutoit(smiled)you

reallymakeaperfectfamily.Ma'amyouhavea

wonderfulhusband

Maya:huh?Ohyeah(chuckled)thankyoudoc

April:thankyouforsavingmybrotherandmother.

Godblessyou

Shesaidgettingtwochocolatesweetsfromher

dresspocketandgavethedoctorwhosmiled

takingthemandkissedApril'shandsthenleft...



Joshua:Mayajunior

April:(coveredhereyes)mhem

Joshua:wheredoyougetthosesweets?

April:fromthekitchen

Joshua:youaresonaughtyAprilnexttimeyouask

okbaby

April:yesuncleJoijustwantedtothankthedoctor

Joshua:it'sokmylove.Okguyslet'sgo

HeliftedHerbertupwhileMayaheldApril'shand

andwalkedout...

Maya:whyMayaJunior?

Joshua:thischildlookslikeyousolastnightwe

decidedicallherMayaJunior(theylaughed)

Maya:youaresosillyandwhydoesthedoctorsay

youaremyhusband?



April:becausehe'sgoingtomarryyou

Maya:(laughed)ohreallynow?

Joshua:iwasgivenawholelecturewhenweleft

thehospitallastnight

Maya:youtwoaresomethingelseletmegoseeMr

Taolobeforewegoiwillcatchupwithyouguysin

thecar

Joshua:ok(heheldApril'shandasshehopped

besideshim)whatwouldyouliketoeatmychamp

justnameanythingyouwantanddaddywillprovide.

April:(shouted)Pizza?

Joshua:isit?(Herbertnodded)

April:Nandos!

Joshua:really?(Herbertcrackedasmilenodding)

Joshua:nowthat'sasmileiwantedtosee.Don't

worrydaddyisgoingtomakesureyouarewelland

fitok

HerbertnoddedasJoshuakissedhischeekwhile



hewrappedhissmallarmsaroundhimandhugged

him.MayaopenedthedoorasMrTaoloturnedand

smiled...

Maya:helloMrT

MrT:hellomychildtheytellmeyouendeduphere

too

Maya:yeahiguessthestresswasjusttoomuch.

Howisyourhead?

MrT:justalittleheadachebutit'snothingGodcan't

handle

Maya:Amen.HavetheyupdatedyouonMmaT?

MrT:yeahshewillbefinetheyhavedecidedto

keepherforafewdaysjusttomakesureshe'sok

anddoesn'thaveanyothercomplications

Maya:okwethankGod.Joshuajusttoldmeabout

Mareledi

MrT:wethankGodtheyfoundheraliveiwillbe

waitingforhertowakeupthenwegohome



Maya:whowillbelookingafteryouguysbecause

youneedtorest

MrT:icalledmysistershewillcomegetusand

staywithusforafewdays

Maya:ok.Anywayletmegetgoingmyfamilyis

waitinginthecar

MrT:good.(Heldherhand)don'tforgetwhatwe

agreedon

Maya:iwon'tpastor.

MrT:good.MaythegoodLordbewithyoumychild

Maya:Amenandmayhebewithyouandfamilyas

well.Iguesstheeveningprayerswon'tbe

happeningtodaylikeyousaid?

MrT:yeahwejustwanttorestsoibelievewewill

seetoeverythingonSundaybutthatdoesn'tmean

theworkoftheLordwillstop.Wearestillgoingto

fighttofindyourmother

Maya:amentothat.GreetMmaTformewhenshe

wakesup

MrT:iwill



Sherubbedhisarmandsmiledwalkingoutwhile

MrTsighedandmassagedhishead.

AtKgangT&T...

DuncangotoffthephonewithJoshuaashisoffice

linerang...

Duncan:KgangT&TDuncanspeakinghello?

Patience:sothisiswhatyouandyourwifeare

playingat?

Duncan:Patience

Patience:youdeliberatelysendpeopletoattack

yourlawyersothatthecasecanbeputonholdtell

herthatisaidnomatterwhatshetriesshe'sgoing

tojailforwhatshedid

Duncan:honestlyspeakingPatienceihavealotto

dealwiththanyourdramasopleaseletmebe



Patience:mmmhaslongasyoukeeptreatingyour

sonlikethiskarmawilldealwithyou

Duncan:what?

Patience:youthinkthoseaccidentsarea

coincidence?Hellnopapakarmanevermissesan

addressandihopeJoshuafiresyoubecauseof

negligence

Duncan:areyouevenlisteningtoyourself?How

canyousaysuchvilethingsaboutthefatherof

yourchild?Whatifthathappensandthenthechild

startssufferingyouwomensometimesspeaklike

youarefallingfromatreenotthinkingaboutthe

repercussions

Patience:insultmeallyoulikebutthisisjustthe

beginningandifyouthinkimgoingtogodown

withoutafightthenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Duncan:youhaveanythingelsetosay?

Patience:wehaveranoutofgroceriesandtoiletry

Duncan:whatifitellyoutoaskyourkarmatoget

yougroceries?(Clickedhistongue)iwillsend



someonetobuyforyouguysanddropthemoff

Patience:sendmoneywewillbuyourselves

Duncan:(pressedrecordcalloption)isaidiwillbuy

thosegroceriesandhavesomeonebringthem

Patience:lookDuncanifyoudon'twanttobuy

groceriesjustsayso

Duncan:doyouwantmoneyorgroceries?

Patience:isaidsendthemoney

Duncan:howwilliknowyouwillbuygroceries?

Patience:rraetshosendthemoneywhywouldi

starvemychild

Duncan:okiwill.Sharp

Patience:good.Now,imgivingyou2minutesand

themoneyshouldreflectonmyphone

Duncanhungupashescoffedwhilethecall

recordingsaved.Hewentintohisbankingappand

sentherP3000...



Duncan:ihopeforyoursakeyoubuythethingsyou

sayyouwanttobuy

Hesaidsendingthemoneyandscreengrabbed

everythingsavingitinhisphone.Patiencesmiled

seeingthenotificationandcalledhersister...

Lady:imhungoverPatiencewhatdoyouwant?

Patience:letusgogetyouacaseofyourbeer

Lady:mma?

Patience:doyouwanttodrinkornot?

Lady:ofcourseido

Patience:(laughed)andyouknowwhatifeellike

spoilingustodaywhydon'twecalltheneighbours

buysomemeatandalcoholandhaveagreatday?

Lady:onatuesday?

Patience:ihaveasuccessfulbabydaddydear



Lady:soyoustillwanttobestrangled?

Patience:ohthatonewillhavetolivewiththefact

thatshe'snotwomanenough.Barrendonkeymxm

Duncanismymansoonhewillbeeatingfromthe

palmofmyhand(calledherson)Duncan!Come

changewearegoingtotheshops.Thi-li-li-li-lipam-

pam

Shesanggoingtothebedroomwhilehersister

shookherheadandclappedonce...

Lady:atleastiwillbegettingsomedrinks

Patience:(fromtheroom)goinvitetheneigbours

whileichangeDuncan

MeanwhileattheDuncan'sAppleshookherhead

seeingthenotificationthatherfathersentPatience

money.Shewenttohercontactsanddialedthe

numberofthegirlwholivedclosertoPatience's

house...



Girl:hi

Apple:hiit'sApple

Girl:ohhi

Apple:rememberisaidiwillcallyouonedayfora

favour?

Girl:yes?

Apple:ineedyoutospyonPatienceforme.She

justgotsentmoneymaybeit'sforgroceriesor

somethingconcerningthebabysopleasecheckif

theywillreallybuygroceries

Girl:willdo.Iwillgetbacktoyouassoonasisee

something

Apple:oklovethankyou

Girl:noprobsbabes

TheyhungupasApplescoffedgettingoffbed...



Apple:iknowbabymommasverywellPatienceand

ihopeyouarenotthatkind.SoGodhelpyou.

IntheoutskirtsofMochudi...

InherdisguiseRonagotoffhercarandheadedinto

theyard.Shefrownedseeingthedeadowlbythe

frontandpushedthedooropen...

Rona:mma...heelang!

ShesaidshockedtoseeMmadiTlyingonherback

holdingherbagofbonesandtheflywhisk...

Rona:Mmaditaola,mmadi...(shetriedtowakeher

up)Mmaditaolannyayoucan'tdothistomeyou

havetowakeupMmadiT?



Shesaidsoftlyslappinghercheekbutgotno

responseassheswallowedandsighedlookingup

withherhandsonherhead...

Rona:mmaditaolayoucan'tdienowyouneed

to...(shefrownedseeingthenoteandtookit

standingup)

Eversinceyoumentionedthatwoman'snamei

nevergotbetter,igotworse.Tomakethingsworse

Mayawenttoseeanotherpersonofgreatpower

andmykingdomwasunderattack.Itriedtofight

butifailedasyoucanseemenow(sheswallowed

lookingather)itriedsohardandtheforcesof

darknesstriedsohardtotellmewhatMayaand

thatpersonweretalkingaboutbutitwasn'tclear.

Nowthere'ssomethingiwanttoletyouknowabout.

Byjoiningthiskingdomofdarknessyouknowyou

alwayshavetosacrifisesomethingright?(Rona

frowned)youhavetosacrifisesomethingthatwill

giveyoupowerandhowyouhavebeensopowerful



isbecauseofwhatyousacrifised...

Rona:butidon'tremembergivingyouasacrifise

MmadiT(shecontinuedtoread)

....iknowishouldihavetoldyoubutthewayyou

wereeagertohavethesepowersihadtokeepyour

sacrifisefromyou.(Ronafrowned)itookawayyour

daughter'sfertilityaftershehadthefirstchildas

sacrifise....

Rona:(heartskipped)what!?

....ithadtobesomethingbigsoidecidedtotakeit

insteadthetimeyoubroughtherunderweartome

tostrengthenherhome.Ithadtobedoneihadno

choicebutididn'tmeanforthingstoendlike

this...



Rona:nononoMmaditaolayoucan'tdothistome,

whywouldyoudosomethinglikethistome?How

doireversethecursehowMmadiT!?Youcan'tdie

beforetellingmehowimgoingtofixyourmess.

MmadiTplease...(frowned)wait,(lookedatthenote

again)ifyoutookherfertilityaftershehadherfirst

childhowdidshecarryLucas?

Herheartracedasthequestionmadehergoeven

morecrazy...

Rona:Ronawhathaveyoudone,whathaveyou

doneRona.OhJeso

Shesaidtakingherthingsandthenoterunningout.

MeanwhileatJoshua'shouse,JoshuaandApril

playedwiththepuppyoutsidewhileHerbertsaton

thesunloungersoftlygigglingatthem.Maya

heavedahugesighjoiningLovemoreandLucason

thediningtable...



Lucas:iseverythingokaunty?

Lovemore:ihadtoleaveworktocomeandhear

whatyouneed.Areyouok?Youknowyoucanask

anythingfrommeMayayoudon'thavetobescared

Maya:(swallowed)there'ssomethingineedtotell

youguys.It'saboutLucas'sidentity

LucasandLovemorefrownedlookingatone

anotherandturnedtoMayawhostartedtotwitch

hernailswhiletappingherfootunderthetablewith

herheartbeatingfast.

^

^

^

^

^
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Mayadownedaglassofwaterandsighedpouring

anotherone...

Lucas:(anxious)whataboutmyidentityaunty?

ThattimeLovemoresatbacklookingatMaya

hopingshedoesn'tsaywhathismindwastelling

him...

Maya:letmestartoffbysayinglikeyouknowi

wenttoMrTaoloknownasPastorTaolo'shouse

afterhecalledmeover.HeisaservantofGodand

canseethroughthespiritualrealmandallwecan't

see.Igotthereandheconfirmedtomethatindeed

PreciousandRonahavemylifewrappedin

darknesshenceeverythingthathasbeen



happeninghappened.EvenKgangTravelandtours

busaccidentswerecausedbythem.SinceMr

Taoloseesbeyondhumaneyeandcanseethrough

oursoulshespottedthatthere'ssomethingihave

beenkeepinginmeforalongtimenow.Heasked

metoopenaboutthisthingandthatthingconcerns

thebothofyou.Youmustbewonderingwhyi

decidedtokeepsuchathingforsolong,that's

becauseicouldn'tbarethefactofseeingthepeople

icareabouthurtbutheadvicedmethatratherhurt

someonewiththetruththanmakethemsmilewith

alieandthatthetruthsavesandifitellthetruth

maybethingswillopenupandwewillfindmy

mother

Lucas:yourmother?IsyourmothernotRonaaunty?

Maya:nomymotherisauntyKeneilweandaunty

Keneilweisstillalive

Both:what!?

Maya:yestheyarekeepingherinadarkplace

Lovemore:wait,buthow?WesawKeneilweinthat

coffinMaya



Maya:wellRonahastheanswersforthat

Lucas:(scoffed)wowsotheyturnedgranny

Keneilweintoazombie?

Maya:precisely

Lucas:forwhatreason?

Maya:againRonaistheonlyonewhocananswer

thatbutibelieveitsbecausetheywantedtokeep

mylifestagnant

Lovemore:whywouldtheywanttodothattoyou?

(Scoffed)RonaandPreciousarehonestly

somethingelsetheyhavealottoanswerto

Lucas:howdoesthatmakeyoufeelthoughaunty?

Maya:ican'tstopaskingmyselfalotofquestions

butPastorTaoloaskedmetonotconfrontthem

untilwefindKeneilwe

Lucas:(sighed)thisisshocking

Maya:notlikewhatimabouttotellyou(theykept

quietasshelookeddown)backin2006when

PreciouswasconfinedwithyouLucasiwasasked

tocleanherroom,iwasabout12years.Imoved



thebedandsawsomedocumentsunderthebed

mattress.Ascuriousandsnoopyasiwasidecided

totakethemandoneofthedocumentswere

Precious'sclinicalcard.Idecidedtogothroughit

andsawadoctor'snotesayingPreciousisinfertile.

(Lovemore'sheartskippedwhileLucasfrowned)i

researchedwhatinfertilitywasandfoundout.I

wenttomyscienceteacherandaskedherwhat

youdotofindoutifachildisyoursornot.Shetold

meandonedaywhenPreciouswasbathingicuta

strandofyourhairandtookonefromPrecious's

comb.Iwenttomyteacherandtoldhereverything.

Wewerethatclosewithmyteacherbecauseshe

knewiwasabusedathomesowewenttothe

hospitaltogetherandtheyhadtheDNAtestdone.

NowwhywasieagertohaveyourDNAand

Precious'stestedagainstoneanother?It'sbecause

onthecarditwasshownthatPreciouswas

declaredinfertiletowardstheendof2005thatwas

whenNyashawasayearandaboutahalfold

Lucas:(breathingheavily)auntywaitareyou

saying...



Maya:(lookedathim)Preciousisnotyourmother

Lucas

Hisjawinstantlydroppedashistemperaturerose

rightthatsecondwhileLovemore'sheartbeatgot

louder...

Lovemore:Maya

Maya:(tearsbuiltinhereyes)imsosorryfor

keepingthisfromyouguys.Iwasyoungandscared.

Ididn'twanttobehomeless.

Lucas:(blinkedasateardropped)aunty...

Maya:Luci

Lucas:papa(Lovemoreswallowedgrabbinghis

hand)papahow...who...daddy...who...

Hecoveredhismouthandburstintotearsas

Lovemoretightlyhuggedhim.Mayalookeddown

shakingherhead...



Maya:imsosorryLucasiwouldunderstandifyou

hatemerightnow.Youtrustedmewithyourlife

and...

Lucas:ofcourseitrustedyouaunty!Ofcourse

i...(hecried)

Lovemore:calmdownson

Lucas:she'ssupposedtoloveandcareformepapa

she's...(swallowed)howcouldyoudothistome

auntyknowinghowmuchiloveyou?

Maya:(crying)iloveyoutooLucasi...

Lucas:ifyoulovedmeyouwouldhavetoldmydad

aboutthis.Isheevenmydad

Lovemore:youareaKavimbaLucasihavethat

provenyouhaveourfamilytrait

Lucas:(sniffed)thenhowisitpossiblethatimnot

Precious'ssonwhileimyours?

Lovemore:onlyshecananswerthat

Lucas:callherhere.Iwantherandiwanthernow!



Lovemore:iunderstandthatyouwantthetruthmy

boybutpleasecalmdownfirstletustalktoyour

auntbeforecallinginPrecious

Maya:(sniffed)imsosorryLucas

Lucas:(swallowed)it'sokauntyyesimangrythat

youkeptsuchathingfrommebutatthesametime

iunderstandthatyouwerestillyounganddidn't

knowwhattodo

Maya:eventoyouLovemore

Lovemore:idon'thaveaproblemwithyouMaya.

JustlikeLucasiunderstandwhyyoucouldn'tdoit.

Itdoesn'tmakeyouabadpersonyoujust

happenedtostumbleintoshockinginformationand

becauseyouwereachildyouwerehinderedto

exposethetruth.SoireallyunderstandMayaandi

shouldsayirespectyouforwhatyoujustdid.

Whetheritmightbelateornotbutyoudiditandit's

notthatlate.Allweneedtodonowisfindtherest

ofthetruthfromPrecious.Howshediditandwho

carriedLucas

Lucas:(scoffedwipinghisface)Godhelpmeto



controlmyselfwheniseethatwoman

Lovemore:thatiswhyiwantyoutobesurethatyou

arecalmbeforewecallherhere.Iloveyousonit

doesn'tmatterwhocarriedyouwhatmattersisthat

youaremyseed

Lucas:iloveyoutoodad

Maya:andiwillalwaysloveyouLucasnomatter

what

Lucas:thankyouforbeingawonderfulepitomeofa

mothertomeauntyMaya.Infactyouarenotan

epitomeyouhavebeenanactualmothertome

morethanthepersonithoughtwasmymother

Maya:imhonoured.Hug?

Lucas:whynot(theyhugged)thanksforthetruth

Maya:youarewelcome

Lucas:sodadwhenarewecallingPrecious?

Lovemore:ihaveaveryimportantmeetingican't

affordtomisssolet'ssaythisafternoon.Iwill

makesuretocomebackhere



Maya:nolet'srathermeetatyourhouseiwilldrive

therewithLucas.PreciousandRonahavemademy

lifesouncomfortablesoidon'twantthemtoknow

whereiresideuntilifindmymotherandhavethem

explainwhatreallyhappened

Lovemore:ohokiunderstand,noproblem

Maya:andanotherthingwhenweconfrontthemwe

shouldmakesurethatwedon'tmentionanything

aboutKeneilwe

Lovemore:gotthat

Lucas:yesauntywewon't

Maya:thankyou

Lovemore:cool.Seeyouguyslater.Sondon'tworry

nomatterwhat,wearegoingtofindyourmotherok

Lucas:iwouldloveto

LovemoreleftasMayaandLucassmiledatone

anotherandjoinedthecrewoutside.



InMochudi...

RonadroveinandsighedfindingPrecious'scarstill

around.Sheheadedinsideandfoundherwatching

tv...

Precious:and?

Rona:Mmaditaolaisdead

Precious:(stoodup)hee!?

Rona:ifoundherdeadPrecious

Precious:how?Ithoughtshewasthemost

powerfulwitcharound

Rona:forgetthat.Istheresomethingyouhavebeen

keepingfrommePrecious?

Precious:(heartskipped)mma?

Rona:don'tsaymmatomePreciousanswerme

Precious:idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Rona:who'sLucas'smother?



Shefeltherheartdroptoherstomachasalumpof

salivagotstuckonherthroat.Sheslowlysatback

downfeelingdizzyandlookedupatRona...

Precious:where...(swallowed)where...

Rona:(threwthenoteatPrecious)that

Precioustookitandslowlyopeneditandstarted

reading.Shegottothefertilitypartasherworld

spunevenmorewhileshelookedupatRona...

Precious:it'sallyourfault

Rona:myfault?(Chuckled)reallyPrecious?Howis

itmyfaultwhileyoukeptthatfromme?Youshould

have...

Preciousangrilywentforherneckandpushedher

againstthewallasRonastrangledherbackasthey



bothgagged...

Precious:itsallyourfaultthatyoubrought

darknessintoourlivesRona!

Rona:iwaslookingoutforyou!

Precious:butyouruinedmylife!Howisthatlooking

outforme(hardenedthegrip)

Rona:(hardenedthegripaswell)you...you...

Shefelthersoulleavingherbodyassheletgoof

PreciousasPreciousletgoofheraswell...

Rona:(coughed)youareevil!

Precious:(coughed)immymother'sdaughter

Rona:youshouldhavespokentomeandtoldme

thetruthPreciouswecouldhavegottenyour

fertilitybackandsacrifisesomethingelse

Precious:youruinedmylife!Whatkindofamother



doesthat?

Rona:iwantedthebestforyouPrecious

Precious:whatwillhappenifLovemorefindsout?

Huh,howdoyouthinkthiswillaffectLucas?

Rona:theydon'thavetofindout

Precious:reallynow?

Rona:yesbecausewearegoingtokilloneofthem

Precious:excuseme?

Rona:what'smoreimportantPrecious,your

husbandwhocangiveyouagoodlifeorabastard

childyoudidn'tevencarry?(Sneered)ihavealways

knownhewasn'tyours

Precious:idareyoutotouchmysonandhusbandi

dareyou

Rona:whatwillyoudo?Thisisforyou

Precious:stopsayingthisisformewhileyou

ruinedeverythingformedammit!

Rona:(slappedher)shutup!



Precious:youjustdidn't

Rona:whoisthemother?(Shekeptquiet)forcrying

outloudPreciouswhoisLucas's...

Precious:Nale,it'sNaleRona!

Rona:what!?

Precious:yesiaskedhertosleepwithLovemore

Rona:howwereyouevenabletodothat?

Precious:wedruggedLovemoreandhethoughtit

wasme

Rona:soyouhaveknownNaleforthatlong?

Precious:yesshehadnooneandneededmoneyso

iwashersavinggrace

Rona:(chuckled)youaresomethingelsePrecious.

SoNaleknowsmorethansheshouldaboutthis

family?Weneedtofindherandweneedtofindher

now.HowdoessheevenlookatLucasandpretend

shedoesn'tknowhim?

Precious:idon'tknowandidon'tcareall

i...(recalledsomething)waitRona,yesterdayyou



saidyouweregoingtosendKeneilweonanerrand

tokillthesepeople,whatdidyoumeanbythat?

Rona:ineedtoworkonfindingNale

Precious:(grabbedherarm)noRonaimstilltalking

toyouareyouusingKeneilwe'sspiritasazombie?

Rona:Preciousletgoofme

Precious:answermeRona

Rona:isaidletgoofmefool!

Shepulledherarmoffherhandassheclickedher

tonguewalkingawayleavingPreciousthereasking

herselfquestions...

Precious:Ronaineedanswers

Rona:fromwho?

Precious:you

Rona:goaskyouruselessfatherwholeftmealone

withonekidandnothingelse,ihadtofendfor



myselfandseewhattodotomakeourlives

be...(stoppedrealisinghertongueslipped)

Precious:onekid?

Rona:getoutofmyfacePrecious

Precious:RonaareyousayingthatMayaandTitus

arenotyourkids?Ro...

Ronaslammedthedooronherfaceandlocked...

Rona:goawayPrecious!

Precious:(bangedonthedoor)Ronaopenup!Rona!

(Hervoicestartedtobreak)Ronaiusedmyown

bloodthinkingiwastyingMaya'slifewhileiwas

tyingmine!?Ronaopenup!Rona!

Rona:Preciousisaidgoaway!

Precious:howcanyoubesovileRonahowcanyou

besoevil!



Shesliddownthedoorandburstintomoretears

whileinsidetheroomRonablinkedlookingup

tryingtoblockhers.

Atthebarracks...

Mopatiwhistledcheckinghiswatchandputthe

stethoscopearoundhisneck...

Mopati:seeyounownow

Kitso:sure

Hecontinuedtowhistletothedoorandashe

openedhelockedeyeswithtwopoliceofficers...

Mopati:aoofficerswhatcanwedoforyou?(Kitso

frowned)

Officer:areyouMopati?



Mopati:yes

Officer:where'sKitso?

Mopati:there,whydoyouaskofficer?

Officer:officergocuffhim

Both:what!?

Kitso:whyarewebeingcuffed?

Lewis:(wentin)soyouareseriouslygoingtoask

thatquestion?Officersmakesurethesetwostray

dogarethrownintothedarkestcellever

Mopati:Lewiswhatisthis,whyareyou...

Officer:Kitsoyouhavebeenarrestedforthe

gruesomeattackofLewis.Whateveryousayordo

willbeusedagainstyouinthecourtoflaw.You

havetherighttoalawyerifyoucan'taffordonethe

stateshallprovideforyou

Lewis:nje

Officer:Mopatiyouhavealsobeenarrestedfor

beinganaccompliceonthismatter.Come

Mopati:buti...



Lewis:handstothebackpapanowyouaregoingto

knowthatyoudon'tmesswithagayguylikethat.

Therightpeoplearewaitingforyouinthosecells

mygirls(helaughed)bowifeyekarebakalegagola

dibonotsegore(iwishthetearyourassesapart)

Kitso:waitbuthow?

Lewis:nywathow?Askyourfriend,wasn'thebusy

tryingtouseyoutogetundermyfriend'sskirtnow

lookwhothejokeison.Ohwhatapatheticpairof

soldierssiesman.Siestlhengyoh.Comelove.Iwill

seeyoutwosoonincourt.Doyouneedvaseline

maybe?

HelaughedholdingontoMorrisastheywentto

theircarwhileKitsobreathedheavilylookingat

Mopatiwhoavoidedhiseyes.Thepoliceshoved

themintothevanwhiletheircolleagueslookedon

shocked.

BackinMochudi...



CryinglikeagoatgivingbirthPreciousblewher

noseasherphonerang.Sheswallowedseeing

Lovemore'snameonthescreenasherheart

skipped...

Precious:(stoodup)he'scalling

Rona:(frowned)who?

Precious:Lovemore

Rona:answerhimwhatareyouwaitingfor(she

openedthedoor)

Precious:hello?

Lovemore:canwemeetaroundlunchatmyhouse?

Precious:why?

Lovemore:justcometomyhousePreciousand

bringyourmotheraswell

Hehungupastheyswallowedlookingatone



another...

Precious:heknowsRona,heknows.Doyousee

whatyouhavedone?Doyou...ohModimo(shesaid

withherhandsonhishead)

Rona:wait,MmaditaolasaidMayametwith

someoneofgreatpowerwhatif...ohnoKeneilwe,

Precious,Keneilwe

Precious:what!?

Rona:weneedtogettoKeneilwebeforetheyfind

her

Precious:soKeneilweisalive?

Rona:ofcoursesheisPreciousstopaskingme

stupidquestionsandgrabyourcarkeys.Now

Precious,now!

Shequicklyputonahatandtookascarf,lookedin

adrawerandcameoutwitharopecheckingit's

strength...



Rona:areyoustillstandingthere,keysPrecious!

Precious:ok

SherushedtothebedroomasRonaranoutwith

Preciouscomingbehindher.Meanwhileontheir

wayfromthehospitalMrTaolofrownedinthe

passengerseatwithhissisterdriving.Hesawabig

caveandthenafamoustraditionaldancegroup

knownasDipelatsagakobokwe

MrT:legagalagakobokwe,stopthecar

Lady:what?

MrT:stopthecarweneedtogotoMolepolole

Mareledi:dad?

MrT:thatiswheretheyarekeepingMaya'smother,

sheinthatcave.DrivetoMolepololenow,now!

Lady:okok



Shecheckedforcarsandtookau-turnasMrTaolo

calledMaya...

Maya:pastor

MrT:thespiritjustshowedmewhereyourmother

is.Theyarekeepingherinkobokwe'scave

Maya:what!?

MrT:makesureyoudrivetoMolepololenow

Maya:ok(hungup)Joshua!Joshuaweneedtogo!

Jo...

Joshua:imhere

Maya:MrTjustcallmeweshoulddriveto

Molepololenowtheyarekeepingmymotherin

Kobokwe'scave

Lucas:what!?

Maya:Lucasstaywiththekids

Joshua:let'sgo



HegrabbedthekeysoftheGTIastheyrushedout,

whileMrT'ssistersteppedonherMercedesBenz

asPrecioussteppedonherBMW.Itwasaraceto

gettoMolepolole.
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MrTaolo'ssistercheckedtheoncomingtrafficand

steppedontheacceleratormoreovertaking4cars

atago.Marelediheldontoherseatbelt

swallowing...



Mareledi:dowereallyhavetodrivelikethis?This

roadisdangerous

MrT:sorrymygirlbutwehavetogetthereontime

whileatitpleasecallMaya

Lady:heebathongwhyarepeopledrivinglike

headlesschickensonthisroad(shesaidasared

GTIpassedher)

Mareledi:reallyaunty

Lady:weareonanemergencyhere

MrT:Mareledicall

Mareledi:iamdad

Maya:pleasebecarefulJo

Joshua:don'tworryigotitlove(herphonerang)

Maya:it'sMareledi.Heylove

Mareledi:holdonfordadhewantstotalktoyou

Maya:ok

MrT:howfarareyouguys?

Maya:wejustpassedGamodubu



MrT:wejustdidaswell.AredrivingtheredGolf?

Maya:yes

MrT:okbutbecautiouswehavetogetthereinone

piece

Maya:eerrawewill.Anyonewhogetstherefirst

shouldwaitfortheothers

Maya:noproblem

MrT:anotherthingonceyouarriveinMolepolole

callthepolicewhileonthewaytothecave

Maya:gotthat

MrT:goodseeyoujustnow

Theyhungupwhilehissistercheckedtherearview

mirror,therightmirrorandherfrontthenswervedto

theoncomingtrafficlaneandpassedtwomore

carsandgotbehindthegolf.Sheflickedherlights

asJoshuaputonthehazards,checkedtheright

mirror,hisfrontandswervedtotheoncoming

trafficlanepassingtwotruckswiththeBenz

comingbehinghim.Thetruckdriverssoundedtheir



hornsatthemwhiletheircarsdisappearedintothe

road.5carsbehindcametheBMWasPrecious

fixedthesafetybelt...

Precious:ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhyyou

wouldtothistomeRona.Weshouldbeopenwith

oneanothernotkeepthingsfromoneanotherifwe

wantthingstogowellforus

Rona:(checkedthespeedometer)Precioudcanyou

pleasereduceyourspeed

Precious:andriskanyonegettingtherebeforeus

that'sifthere'sanyonegoingthere.Let'sjusthope

theyhaven'tgottentoherbecauseallthishappened

lastnight

Rona:stopsayingsuchthings

Precious:whatdoyouwantmetosay.Soallthese

yearsyouknewwhereKeneilwewas?

Rona:yesandstopactinglikeyouareasaint

Preciousyoukeptsomanythingsfromme

Precious:andtheydon'tevencomeclosetothe



thingsyoukeptfromme.Imagineifthatwomanof

yourscouldn'treseversethecurse,whatifitdidn't

evengetreversedmaybethisiswhyallofmy

thingsarecrumblingdownlikethis

Sheattemptedtoovertakebeforecheckingbut

quicklyswervedbacktoherlaneascarscame...

Precious:canthisstupidpersonsteponthe

accelerator(sheflickedherlightsbutthedriver

didn'tbother)mxm

Rona:Mmaditaolaiseverythingbutnotafailure

Precious:ohreallynow?Arewetalkingaboutthe

samepersonyoufounddeadinherhouse?A

personofgreatpowerapersonofgreatpowerto

hellwiththatman.Weneedtofindaverypowerful

witchdoctorfromhereon.Awitchdoctorthatwill

makethingshappenrightthereandthen(she

checkedhercoastandpassed3cars)iwantmylife

backican'taffordtoliveinfearofwhatmightbe

revealed



Rona:Preciouscanyouslowdownaomma.Wewill

havetocrosstheboadersforthatandyouknow

therehastobesacrifise

Precious:wewillsacrifiseKeneilweoroneof

Maya'skidsiknowwitchdoctorslovechildren's

bloodalot

Rona:Maya'skidswouldwork.Atleastthere'sstill

aheadscrewedbetweenthoseshoulders

Precious:fromnowonnomoresecrets

Rona:nomoresecrets

Preciouscheckedhermirrorsandswervedtotheon

comingtrafficlane.Aminibuscameasshe

pressedtheoverdrivebuttonwhileRonaheldher

breath.ShesighedoutofreliefafterPrecioussafely

wentbacktoherlane...

Precious:(chuckled)youneedtostartdrivingwith

mesothatyougetusedtothisspeed



Shesaidsteppingmoreontheaccelerator.

AtKavimbamotors...

Lovemore'smeetingfinishedashisphonerangand

smiledanswering...

Lovemore:whatifthemeetingoverlapped?

Chioma:iknowitwouldn't.(Theychuckled)isaw

yourmessage

Lovemore:yeah.MayatoldusthatLucasisnot

Precious'schild

Chioma:thiswoman,howdidshedoit?

Lovemore:weareyettofindout.Wearemeetingat

myhousearoundlunch

Chioma:let'sjusthopeshetellsyouthewholetruth

Lovemore:ohtrustmeshehasnochoice

Chioma:youreallymarriedonehellofacharacter



Lovemore

Lovemore:tellmeaboutityoh.Anywaywhatare

youdoingtonight?

Chioma:justspendingtimewithmyniecewhy?

Lovemore:pleasecomeoverfordinner.Nyashais

comingoutofthehospitallaterandiwillinvite

Mayaandherfamilyaswell

Chioma:(smiled)ohthatwouldbewonderful.Ican't

waittomeetthisMayawoman

Lovemore:trustmeyouaregoingtoloveher

Chioma:justbyyoumentioninghernameicanfeel

heraura

Lovemore:iforgetyouhaveasixthsenseattimes

(theylaughed)

Chioma:shouldibringanything?

Lovemore:justyourcharmingself

Chioma:(smiled)don'tletthatwomanhearyou

Lovemore:ohmeandherareoveralliwantis

closureandtohelpmysonfindhismother



Chioma:(chuckled)seeyoulaterMrK

Lovemore:laterChi

TheychuckledhangingupasChiomasmiledsitting

backandcalledtheboutique...

Lady:bosslady

Chioma:findanamazingdressimattendinga

familydinnertonight

Lady:okma'amishalldoso

Chiomasmiledandhungupthencalledthebeauty

bar.

IntheoutskirtsofMolepolole....

BoththeBenzandGTIarrivedatthecavesatthe

sametimeastheywastednotimeandgotoff...



MrT:wait...

Joshua:weneedtogethernowMrT

MrT:nosomeoneismakingtheirwayhere.

Mareledi,sisterspleasehidethecarswearegoing

in

Lady:youwanttoleaveusouthere?

MrT:Marelediishurtidon'twanthertoinfecther

woundscomeguys

HeledthewayinsideasJoshuathrewthekeysof

theGTIatMareledi.Mayawalkedbetweenhimand

MrTastheymadetheirwayinsidelightingtheir

phonetorches.Marelediandherauntdrovethe

carsjustbehindthecaveandwaitedinside...

Maya:auntyKeneilwe!?

Joshua:auntyKeneilwe!?

MrT:Keneilwe!?



Hearingtheirvoicesherheartskippedbutshe

couldn'tshout...

Maya:auntyKeneilwe!?Whereareyou!?

Joshua:auntyKeneilwe

Keneilwetooktherockshewasalwaysusingto

drawandhittherailsofthecageshewasin...

MrT:waitcanyouhearthat?

Maya:what?

MrT:ssssh

Joshua:she'sbehindthatrock.Mayahold

Shetooktheirphonesasanxietygotthebetterof

herwhilethemenbittheirlowerlipmovingtherock.

HowRonawasabletomoveitalonewasashock



butitmovedandthereshewas,dryandpaleskin,

crackedheelsandhands,longnailsonbothher

handsandfeetwithalotofdirtyhair.Seeingher,

Maya'seyesgotfilledwithtearsaswellas

Keneilwe's.Atleastshewasbeinggivenwaterand

somefruitsastherewereorangeandbananapeels

andapplepits.Joshuatookarockandhitthe

padlockthatlockedthecageasitfinallyopened.

TheBMWparkedoutsideastheyswallowed...

MrT:bequickMayagetin

Maya:what?

Joshua:come

Shewentinasthemenrolledtherockbackinto

placeclosingthemselvesin.MrTtookhisphone

anddialedhissisterwhilePreciousfollowedher

motherintothecave...

Precious:idon'tunderstandhowyoumanagedto



pullthisoff

Rona:stoptalkingandhelpmemovethisrock

Precious:howdidyoumoveitallthistime?

Rona:mxm

Shebitherlowerlipandslowlymoveditastheygot

theshockoftheirlivesfindingthetriowithKeneilwe

inside...

Rona:iyo!

Lady:aewheredoyouthinkyouaregoing

ShesaidblockingtheentrancewithMareledias

RonaandPreciousswallowed...

Rona:howdidyou...

Maya:howcouldyouRona?

Rona:imnotgoingtosayanything.Ifyouknow



what'sgoodforyou,youaregoingto...

Asshesaidthepolicecarwailedoutsideasthey

swallowedagain...

Maya:youlookexactlylikebustedwitches.Your

timeisupandtrustmethisisonlythebeginning

Rona:Mayayouaregoingtoregretthis

MrT:becarefulofwhatyouwishfor

Officer:everyonehandsup.

Precious:(whispered)ihateyouRonaihateyoufor

allofthis

Maya:youhaven'tstartedhatinghermydear

cousin

Rona:what?

Maya:whatwouldibedoinghereifididn'tknow?

Officer:whichoneofyouisMaya?

Maya:iamsir



Officer:RonaandPrecious?

Maya:it'sthesetwo

Rona:officerwearetheoneswhofoundthemhere

wewerejust...

Officer:shutup.Officersputcuffsonthosetwo

women

Precious:ohhellnoimnotgoingtoprison.Idare

youtoputyourhandsonme

Officer:wedon'twanttoberoughonyoumylady

Thefemaleofficerscuffedthemastheytriedto

fightthem...

Officer:RonaandPreciousMoetiyouhavebeen

arrestedforkeepingKeneilweMoetiagainstherwill.

Moveitofficers(theydraggedthemout)issheok?

MrT:shelookslikesheneedstoseethedoctor.At

leasttheyhavebeenkeepingherhydratedbutshe

seemstonotbeabletospeak



Officer:okwewilltakehertothehospital.Thank

youforthewonderfulwork.Let'stakethosewomen

wheretheybelong

Heledthewayoutwiththecrewcomingbehind

himwhileMayaandJoshuaheldKeneilweand

helpedhertowalk.Shewasoverwhelmedwith

emotionsbutshecouldn'tcryordoanything.What

hadtheliverdonetoher?Theysteppedoutsideand

aftersomanyyearsshefinallyfeltthesunrayson

herdryskinandcouldsmelladifferentair.She

meltedinMayaandJoshua'sarmsasJoshuaand

onemaleofficertookhertothecar.Inthebackof

thevanPreciousandRonalookedonasMaya

turnedtothem...

Maya:whathappensinthedarkwillfinallybe

revealedtothelight.Yourchickenshaven'tstarted

roostingyetyouareyettolearnthehardway

Sheclickedhertongueandgotinthefrontseatof



theGTIwhileJoshuagotinthedriver'sside.

PreciousandRonacurvedtheirlipsasthevan

madeit'swayoutfollowedbyanotherpolicecar

withKeneilweinside,Precious'sBMWdrivenbyone

officer,Joshua'sGTIandtheTaoloBenz.

InRasesa...

Makisighedmakingherwayinthehouseand

headedtothebedroomwhereshefoundher

husbandonthewheelchair.Shecurvedherlipsand

clickedhertonguethrowingherbagonthebed...

Maki:whenareyougoingtodie?Youarehonestlya

burden

Victor:(coughed)imyearningformydaughter

Maki:whatdaughter?Didinottellyouthatshould

youmentionthatbastard'schild'snameinmy

houseimgoingtoslityourthroatopen?Yourchild

needsmoneyforherfeesinSouthAfricanandyou



arebusytellingaboutuselesspeople?Yearningmy

daughtermyfootVictor

Victor:butMayais...

Maki:eyMayamyfoot!

Shesaidslappinghimhardwiththebackofher

handasthewheelchairrolledandhitthedoorframe

thentippedoverashefelloffitwhilesheclicked

hertongue...

Maki:youmustgetupfromthere.Uselessman

Sheclickedhertongueagaingoingtothebathroom

whileVictorcoughedwithhisfaceonthefloor.A

teardroppedfromhiseyeasMakiwalkedoverhim

goingtothekitchen...

Maki:kerileoemogefoomonnakewenaija(itold

youtogetupfromthere).
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VictorgruntedstrugglingtostandwhileMaki

packedthethingsshebought...

Maki:monnawaModimogareemafooija(manof

Godgetupfromthere)

Shechuckledandcontinuedtopackhermini

grocerywhileintropicalshorts,avestandflipflops

Vusiwalkedinwithhishandunderhisvest...



Vusi:ohyouareback

Maki:(smiled)yeahimback.Comegivemommy

somesugar

Vusi:(chuckled)ijustsmokedlove

Maki:comeonreallywhenhasthateverbeena

problemcomehere

Hewentbehindthecounterandheldherchintilting

herheadupalittleandleanedinkissingher.She

strokedhismanhoodashechuckledstoppingher...

Vusi:youdon'twanttodothatplease

Maki:youknowimalwaysupforit(Victorcoughed)

mxm

Vusi:aooldman.Ididn'tseeyouthere

Maki:goandhelphimonthewheelchairandtake

himinsidetheroom



Vusi:howdidhefall

Maki:youknowhimandalwaystryingtoplay

hardcore

Vusi:madalayoushouldstopmovingaroundyou

knowyoushouldstayinthebedroomallthetime

Heputhimbackontothewheelchairandrolledhim

tothebedroomclosingthedoorasheshookhis

headandsighedsniffing...

Vusi:areyousurehefellonhisownlove?

Maki:heannoyedmeandisnappedandslapped

himthenthewheelchairrolled.

Vusi:youarenotscaredhewillhurthimself?

Maki:hecanhurthimselfallhewantsidon'tcare.

He'sjustauselessmanhonestlyspeakingVusiand

againtheaccountisrunningoutweneedtodo

somethingaboutthat

Vusi:(grabbedanapple)sowhatareyouthinking?



Maki:it'seitherhediesorwefindhisdaughter

Vusi:theMayahe'salwaystalkingabout?

Maki:(rolledhereyes)yesthatone

Vusi:youthinkwecouldgetsomethingfromher?

Maki:ibelievesoshe'sagirlchildandgirlchildren

arebornhustlerssoibelieveifwecanfindherand

gethertotakecareofhisfatherknowingwhatwe

willbegainingfromitcouldworkforus

Vusi:okiwillstartlookingforher.What'sher

namesagainmaybeicanfindheronsocialmedia

Maki:MayaMoeti

Vusi:ok.Mxmiforgotiranoutofdatacanihave

moneytogogetairtime

Maki:howmuch?

Vusi:ioweorangeP23

Maki:ok(gavehim150)gosubscribeandget

yourselfsomebeers

Vusi:(smiled)thisiswhyiloveyou



Maki:youaretakinggoodcareofmemyloveso

whynotspoilyou

Theychuckledasheleftwhileshesmiledmore

checkinghimout.Hewasallthingsbutwhenit

cametothebedroomdeedhetookthecupandas

theysayasexuallysatisfiedwomanisahappy

womanandthatwasthecasewithamarriedMaki.

Atthepolicestation...

Preciousscreamedtryingtofighttheofficeroff

whileRonasilentlywalked...

Precious:letgoofme!Idonotknowanythingabout

whathappened!

Officer:mmayouaremakingnoiseandyouare

goingtohurtyourself

Precious:imgoingtoteachallofyoualesson.Im



goingtosuethiswholestation

Officer:peoplearefightingtogettheirlivesmoving

lonayouarebusypullingthembackandkeeping

peoplehostage.Moveit!

Sheclickedhertongueandpushedherinas

Preciousstaggeredforwardandstoppedturning...

Precious:odirang?Wankitsegorekemang?(What

areyoudoing?Doyouknowwhoiam)

Rona:Preciouscanyoupleaseshutup

Precious:shutup?Youofallpeoplearethelastto

tellmetoshutupbecauseallofthisisyourfault!

Rona:(satdown)mxm

Officer:canyoupleasesitdown

Precious:takethecuffsoffofme

Officer:Preciouspleasesitdownandimnotgoing

toaskyouagain



Precious:imnotgoingtositdownnorimigoingto

answeranystupidquestions

Officer:andwhyisthat?

Precious:becauseidon'tknowanythingaboutthis

Officers:it'seitheryousitdownorwetakeyouto

yourcell

Precious:karetakeme...

Rona:(hitthetableangry)Precious!(Silencehitthe

wholeroom)sitdown,sitdownPrecious!

Sheswallowedlookingattheofficerandlookedat

hermotherthentookherseat...

Rona:whydoyouliketobereprimandedlikeakid?

Youarehonestlyannoying

Precious:thesepeopleshouldletusgo.Weknow

thepeoplewefoundthere

Officer:ifthat'ssowhatwereyougoingtodothere

then?



Rona:wejustwantedtoviewtheplace

Officer:(scoffed)youreallythinkimthatstupid

right?Howdoyouviewaplaceandgetinitnot

knowingwhatisinside?Tryagain.Whatwereyou

doingthereRonaMoeti?

Rona:ok(sighed)we...

Precious:that'swhereshe'skeepingtheashesof

ourgrandmother

Officer:soweshouldgoandchecktheashes?

(Theyswallowed)imasking

Rona:it'sdisrespectfultotouchtheashesofa

personyouarenotrelatedto

Officer:wewillbegoingwithyou.Lookwomenyou

betterbeseriousidon'thavetimetoplayandthisis

thelasttimeimgoingtoaskyouthisquestion.

Whatwereyoudoingatthecaves

Rona:thingisyou...

Officer:officertakethemtotheircell.Youwillcall

mewhenyouarereadytotellthetruth

Precious:imnotgoingintoacell



Officer:butthat'swhereyouareheaded.Getyour

storystraightandjustsoyouknowweare

conductingourowninvestigationssoifyouare

planningtocookmoreliesyoubetterthinkagain.

Officers

Shetookherpadandheadedoutwhiletheofficers

tookRonaandPreciousasPreciousfought

refusingtogo...

Officer:youshouldalsostatethatshewasrefusing

toberemandedonherchargesheet.Whatiswrong

withthiswoman(sheclickedhertongue)

Rona:otlhabisaditlhonggorePrecious.Sies.(You

areanembarrassmentPrecious)

Atthehospital...

Joshuabroughteveryoneasandwichandjuiceas

theyateup...



Joshua:ithoughtweshouldeatsomethingwhile

waitingonthedoctors.Especiallythosewhojust

gotdischarged

All:thankyou.

Maya:butwhyaretheytakingsolong?Weare

supposedtogotothestationwithLovemoreand

Lucas

MrT:youspoketothem?

Maya:yesjustbeforeyoucalled

MrT:sowhatareyougoingtodoatthepolice

station?

Maya:theywantanswers

MrT:oklet'shopetheywillgetthem

Maya:whatotherchoicedoesshehave?Shehasto

justtellthetruth

MrT:thatwomanandthetrutharelikeoilandwater

trustmeshe'sgoingtogiveyouguysarunaround

buttellthemtonotgiveupshewilleventuallybreak



down

Maya:yeah

Thedoctorcameastheyallstoodup...

Maya:whatisgoingondoctorismymotherok?

Dr:yourmotherneedsapsychevaluationsoshe

hastobetakentoSabranahospital

Maya:areyoutellingmethatshe'sgonecrazy?

Dr:noshehasn'tgonemadthingisshecan'tspeak

norevenwriteanythingbutshecanhearus

Maya:what?

Dr:weaskedhertowritehernamebutshecouldn't.

Wealsoaskedhertowritethefirstfourlettersof

thealphabetandfirstfournumbersbutshecouldn't

aswell

Maya:areyousureshecanhearyou?

Dr:yes.Wedidhearingtestsandtheywerea



success

Joshua:soshe'smute?

Dr:yes(Mayasighedsittingdown)wearegoingto

doeverythingwecantomakesurethatsheregains

hermemory.Wehaveranbloodtestssotheresults

willtelluswhatexactlyhappenedbutinthemean

timeshewillbeinSabrana

Joshua:herbloodpressure,heartstrengthandallis

ok?

Dr:allhervitalsareintheclear

Joshua:okthankyoudomuch.Whenwillshebe

takentoSabrana?

Dr:weareorganisingthetripaswespeaksoshe

willbeleavinginnotime

Joshua:canweseeher?

Dr:yeahyoucangorightaheadbutjustthreeata

timeanddon'ttakelong

Joshua:okthanksDr(thedoctorleftthem)iguessi

shouldgoinwithMayaandMrTaolo



Mareledi:okwewillwaitforyouguyshere

Joshua:love,come

MayasniffedwipinghertearsasJoshuahelpedher

up.Heputhishandoverhershouldersastheywent

in.Keneilweslowlyturnedhearingthedooropen

whileMayaputherheadonJoshua'sshoulderand

coveredhereyeswithonehandcrying...

MrT:(inSetswana)hellomama.Thedoctorsays

youareabletohearus.MynameisPastorTaolo

andthisisMayaMoetiandJoshuaMoeti.

(Keneilwe'sheartskippedabeathearingthename

Maya)weareheretoletyouknowthatyouare...

SheslowlyopenedherarmstowardsMayaasMaya

sniffedandwenttoherastheyhugged.Mayacried

outasKeneilwesoftlyrubbedherback...

Maya:mama



ShecriedmorewhileJoshuabithisfistholding

backhistears...

MrT:(lookedup)LordJesuswethankyouforthis

moment.Itisbyyourgraceandlovethatweare

heretoday.Onceagainyouhaveshownyour

greatnessasGodandiknowyouareyettoshow

howgreatyouare.YouareaGodofmiraclesanda

Godofpower.YouareaGodthatmakesthe

impossiblepossibleandbythatiknowyouwillheal

KeneilweMoeti.Fathericommandyourangelof

goodhealthtohugthiswowannow.Lordi

commandtheangelofgoodhealthtogivethis

womanthehealthsheneedsforGodyouareaGod

thatneverfailsiknowandbelievethatyouhave

healedKeneilweMoetiLord(shegagged)

Maya:(sniffed)ma?

MrT:icommandhealingineverypartofherbodyin

themightynameofJesusChristourLordand

saviour(Keneilwegaggedagain)Lordicommand



goodhealth,rightnow,rightthissecondLord.Get

herabucketmystomachisturning(Joshuaquickly

gotthesmallmetalbin)FatherGodletwhatshe

wasfedcomeoutofherbodynowinthemight

nameofJesus.Godbringbackhermemorynowin

Jesusname(Keneilwevomitedintothebin)yes

Lord,yesLordletyourwillbedoneChristJesus,let

yourwillbedonemightyGod(shevomitedagain)

she'shealedJesusshe'shealedinthemightyname

ofJesus.OoohmightyGodooooh...

HestartedtoprayintongueswhileKeneilwe

splashedvomitaftervomitasadoctorwalkedin...

Dr:what's...(shestopped)

MrT:thankyoumightyGod.ThankyougoodJesus

Heheavedahugesighandopenedhiseyesas

Keneilwestoppedvomiting.Heheldherchinand

liftedherfaceup...



MrT:whatisyourname?

Keneilwe:KeneilweMoeti

Maya:(coveredhermouthshocked)ohLord

MrT:whoisthisyoungwoman?

SheslowlylookedatMayaandblinkedastears

builtinhereyes...

Keneilwe:imsosorryMayaimsosorryitwasnever

myintentiontoleaveyouinalionsdenalli...

Maya:itsokmamaitsok

Keneilwe:noitsnotok(burstintotears)it'snotok

ShecriedcoveringherfaceasMayahuggedher

cryingaswellwhileJoshuarubbedherback...

Dr:whatjusthappened?



MrT:areyouaChristian?

Dr:yes

MrT:thenyouwillunderstandwhatjusthappened

Dr:whydon'tyoujustgoaroundthehospitalanddo

thesametoallthepatients?(Theylaughed)

MrT:ihavetobeguidedbythespirit

Dr:iknowiwasjustpullingyourlegbutiwilljust

havetodomyjobfirstandconfirmifshe'sreallyok

MrT:noproblem

Dr:MsMoeticanyoupleasesaythefirstfour

lettersofthealphabetforme?

Keneilwe:ABCD

Dr:firstfournumbersplease

Keneilwe:1234

Dr:whatisthetime?(Sheshowedheronherphone)

Keneilwe:12:13intheafternoon

Dr:goodpeopleyoucantakeherhomeshehas

beenclearedoff



Maya:sonoSabrana?

Dr:(smiled)noSabrana

Maya:ohthankyouJesus.Thankyousomuchdoc.

Mayouarecominghomewithme

ThedoctorsmiledandwalkedoutwhileMayaand

Joshuahelpedheroffthebed.Stillinhertorndirty

clothestheytookhertothecarwiththeTaolo's

comingbehindthem...

Mareledi:thehospitalcalledpapaweshouldgoand

getmama

MrT:ohok.Guyslet'smeetupsoon.Mayadonot

forgetwhotheporterofyourlifeis

Maya:iwillneverforgetthatpastorwewillbeat

churchonSunday

MrT:great.ItwasgreatmeetingyouMrKgangand

donotworryyouaregoingtogetyourbusesback

andmore



Joshua:praisebetotheLord

Theysmiledgettingintheircars...

Keneilwe:gasegorelealesengwepelekegata

koloiyalonaephatsimagore(whydon'tyoulay

somethingbeforeisityourcaristooclean)

Joshua:nomajustsit

Keneilwe:okmyson

Joshua:letmemakeaquickcallbeforewego

Maya:okiwanttocallLovemoreaswell.Ijustwant

tomakesurethatmymotheriscomfortablethey

willhavetomeetupwithPreciousalone(Joshua

steppedoutofthecar)

Lady:houseofChibeautybarhowmayibeofhelp?

Joshua:helloyouarespeakingtoJoshuaKgang

Lady:okMrKgangwhatcanwedoforyou?



Joshua:youdohousecallsformassagesand

manicuresright?

Lady:yessir

Joshua:goodiwouldlovetohavethatservicefor

mymotherinlawandwomanplease

Lady:oksir.Timeandplace?

Joshua:let'ssayinanhour.Ourhouseisinblock

10(hetoldhertheplotnumber)

Lady:oksirwewillcallyouifourteamgetslost

Joshua:noproblem.Thanks

Lady:thankyousir

Hehungupandwentintothecar...

Maya:stillnoproblemMrK.Bye

Joshua:and?

Maya:theywilljustcallmeincaseshetriestoget

smartwiththem.Theysaytheyareontheirwayto



thestationalready

Joshua:andthekids?

Maya:theysaywewillgetthemfromhishouse

theyleftthemwithKuzivathat'sKavimba'saunt

Joshua:ohokgamakhirikhiriakere?(She'snotfull

oftricksright)

Maya:(laughed)ofcoursenot

Joshua:justcheckingyouneverknow

Maya:noshe'sagoodwomanbutseemslikeano

nonsensetaker

Joshua:ok

Maya:ohandhesayshe'shostingafamilydinner

tonightsoweareinvited

Joshua:perfecttiming

Maya:iknowright

Shesmiledandlookedbackathermotherand

chuckledassherealisedthatshewasasleep...



Maya:let'sgohome

Joshuasmiledandtookherhand,kisseditand

droveaway.

20MINUTESLATER...

LucasandLovemoremadewayintoMolepolole

policestationandbrieflyspoketoanofficerwho

tookthemtoaninterrogationroomandwenttotake

Precious...

Precious:soyouareseriouslygoingtokeepgoing

upanddownwithmeright?

Officer:doyoueverkeepquiet?

Precious:untilthedayyoureleasemeyouare

goingtoalwaysheremy...



Shefrozebythedoorwithherheartskippingabeat

asLovemoreandLucaslookedather...

Officer:whatareyouwaitingfor?Goin

Precious:noican'tgoini...

Lucas:youaregoingtocomeinandyouaregoing

totellmewhomymotherisandwhyyouwoulddo

suchathing

Shelostcontrolofherbladderassheswalloweda

hugelumpwithurinerunningdownherlegs.

^

^

^

^

^
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TheofficerunexpectedlylaughedwhileLucasand

Lovemorecurvedtheirlips.Shetriedtorunoffbut

theofficergrabbedherandpushedherbackinside...

Officer:getin

Lovemore:youcanurinateallyoulikePreciousbut

wearenotleavingthisplacewithoutthetruth

Precious:(blinked)soyouareenjoyingthis

Lovemore?Youenjoyembarrassingthewomanyou

marriedlikethis?

Lucas:ohpleasesaveitPreciousiwantthetruth

andiwantitnow

Precious:Lucaswhattruth?

Lucas:iwanttoknowwhomymotherisandhowi

wasconcieved

Precious:Lovemoreisthiswhatyouareraisingour



kidsinto?

Lovemore:kids?(Scoffed)asfarasimconcerned

youandidon'thaveachildtogetherPreciousso

pleasedon'tyoudare

Office:mmacanyoupleasegivethesegentlemen

whattheywantsothatyoucancleanyourmess

Precious:(sniffed)shutupwenayouknownothing!

Lucas:wetheryoucryariver,shoutatthetopof

yourvoice,goupanddownacliff,peeorpooon

yourselfyouaregoingtotellmethetruthandyou

aregoingtodosonow

Precious:Lucasimyourmotherpleasebelieveme

(shewentclosertohimashemovedback)

Lucas:don'ttouchmewithyourfilthyhands

Precious:mysonwhoevertoldyouwhattheytold

youliedtoyou.Thatpersonhatesme

Lucas:onethingauntyMayawillneverdoislieto

me

Precious:(frowned)excuseme?



Lovemore:yesshecalledusandtoldusthetruth

Precious:thatpatheticslutshe'sgoingtoknowme

Lucas:whatdoyoumeanknowyou?Youaregoing

tobewitchherlikeyouhavebeendoing?

Precious:Lucas!

Lovemore:ah-uhladydon'tshoutatmysonwhen

talkingtohim

Lucas:andyouhavetheaudacitytoinsultmyaunt.

WhathasauntyMayadonetoyouPrecious?

Precious:stopcallingmePreciousimyourmother

Lucas:(agitated)forgoodnesssakePreciousjust

tellthedamntruth!

Officersintheotherroompaidmoreattention...

Lucas:thetimeforyourliesisoverpleasejusttell

thetruththatisallimaskingfromyou(tearsbuiltin

hiseyes)whydoyouhatemesomuch?Huh?What

didieverdotoyou



Precious:(curvedherlips)soni...

Lucas:don'ttouchme!Don'tyoudareputyourfilthy

handsonmeandtellmewhomymotheris(he

sniffedastearsrolleddownhischeeks)

Lovemore:okimgoingtocallMayaimdoneplaying

gameswithyouimnotgoingtohavemysonbe

torturedlikethis

Precious:okok...(swallowed)iwilltellyouthetruth

(swallowed)youarerightimnotyourmotherLucas

Lucassatdownandburstintoacryasshecriedas

well...

Precious:yourfatherwantedanotherchildbutthe

doctorshadtoldmethaticouldn'thaveanymore

kidsafterNyasha.I...(swallowed)icouldn'thandle

losinghimasmyhusbandsoihadtodosomething.

Ihadtodosomethingtokeepmyfamilytogether

Lovemore:(rubbingacryingLucas'sback)what

familyPreciousknowingyouliedwiththefirstchild?



Precious:ilovedyouLovemoreistilldodespite

whathappenedwithNyashasoiwantedtokeep

youhappy

Lovemore:withmorelies!?

Precious:(crying)imsosorry

Lovemore:youarenotsorryPreciousifyouwere

sorryyouwouldhaverealisedyourmistakewith

Nyashaanddosomethingaboutitbutnoyou

continuedtolie,lie,lieandliePreciousyouarea

patheticexcuseforawomanandyoudisgustme

Precious:(crying)noLovemorenoyoudon'tmean

that

Lovemore:ohimeanitPreciousireallydo.Now

howisLucasmysonandwhoishismother?(She

swallowedkeepingquietashehitthetable)answer

me!

ShegaspedstartledwhileLucasshookhishead

stillcrying...



Precious:istoleyoursemen

Lovemore:(gruntedbitinghislowerlipwithhis

handsonhisface)urghPreciousurghman!How

wouldyoudosomethinglikethat!?

Precious:(crying)ihadnootherchoice

Lucas:(lookedupatherwithtearyandredeyes)

Preciouswhoismymother?

Precious:she'snomore

Lucas:(stoodup)soyoukilledher?

Precious:noLucas...ah!

Shescreamedashewentforherneckpushingher

againstthewallwhileLovemoreandthepolice

officerfoughttogethimoffher...

Lucas:youkilledmymother!

Precious:(cryingandgagging)Lucasno...

Officer:boyno,stopit(theypulledhimawayas



Preciouscoughed)

Lucas:letmekillher!Youdon'tdeservetolive

Preciousyouarerottenandiprayyoudieavery

painfuldeath!

Hegruntedpullinghimselffromthepoliceand

stormedoutcrying...

Lovemore:thisisfarfromoverPrecious.Lucas!?

HeranbehindhissonasPreciousleaneddown

cryingandshakingherhead...

Precious:imsorryLucasimsosorry!Iyo!

Shefellonherkneesandputherhandsonherhead

cryinghersouloutshakingherhead...



Officer:skalebalamorotomydear.Ikgotsofatse

mmeoitsegoreoitshentse(don'tforgetyourpee.

Satisfyallyoulikebutrememberyoumessed

yourself)

Precious:(crying)fotsek!

Theofficerlaughedgoingoutwhileshekneltthere

crying.OutsideLucaspunchedhisfather'scar

cryingasheheldhim...

Lovemore:sonnoyouarehurtingyourself

Lucas:sheruinedmepapasheruinedme!

Lovemore:nomyboyyouaremysonandmyson

willneverberuinedbyanotherperson

Lucas:howdoesonehavesuchadarksoulthat

womandisgustsmepapashe...

HesighedcryingmoreasLovemoretightlyhugged

himwithtearsbuildinginhiseyes...



Lovemore:daddyisheremyboydaddyis...(his

voicebrokeasheswallowed)daddyishereandwe

aregoingtogetthroughthistogether

Heknewhissonwasanemotionalwreckbuttosee

himinthatsitiuationbrokehisheartashesilently

lethistearsrolldownwhiletheragetowards

Preciousworsened...

Lovemore:(silently)she'sgoingtoregrethurtingmy

son

AtJoshua'shouse...

Afteralonghotshowertheygotintowhiterobes

andtookdrinksasMayasmiledwhileKeneilwe

tookasipofherjuiceandtookadeepbreathinand

exhaledafterswallowing...



Keneilwe:lefatshelamashiledinotshi(theworldof

milkandhoney)

Theburstintolaughterwhileoneladyscrubbed

Maya'sheelswhiletheothercarefullycut

Keneilwe'stoes...

Maya:thisistheauntyKeneilweiknow.Hilarous

andwitty

Keneilwe:(sighed)iwon'tliebutigaveupmychildi

losthope

Maya:wellweservealivingGodauntyihopeyou

don'tmindmecallingyouauntybecauseimstill

wrappingmyheadaroundthewholething

Keneilwe:idon'tmindmychildyouwillsoongetthe

hangofitafterallyouknowmeasyouraunt

Maya:thisexplainswhyyoulovedmesomuch

Keneilwe:notjustyoubutyourolderbrotheraswell



Maya:mybrother?

Keneilwe:Titusisalsomychild(Mayachokedon

herdrink)

Maya:areyouserious?

Keneilwe:yes

Maya:whathappenedauntyhowcomedidallthis

happen?

Keneilwe:(sighed)Ronastoleyouguysfromme

Maya:how

Keneilwe:asyouknowiworkedinMaunsoiwas

onlyallowedafewweeksofmymaternityleave.I

hadTituswentbackwhenhewasamontholdandi

hadyouthenwentbackwhenyouwerejusttwo

monthsold.Youguyswerebeingtakencareof

Ronaandyoucalledhermom.Thatwasfitting

becausesheraisedyouguysbutallhellbrokeloose

wheniheardTitustalkingtoherandaddressedme

asauntyKeneilwe.Idecidedtoconfrontherand

shewentcrazytellingmethatsheraisedthekids

aloneandallthatandit'sonlybefittingforyouguys



tocallmeaunty.Ithensaidtoher,okRonamy

lovelysistersinceitlookslikemychildrenarea

burdentoyouwhydon'titakethemandgostay

withtheminMaun.Karogwakesenatla(didshe

notinsultme)Mayaandendedupgivinginsaying

okRonatheycancallyoumotherandcallmeaunty.

(Mayashookherhead)yougrewupknowingthati

wasapeacefulwomanYaya

Maya:yesverysweetandkindhearted

Keneilwe:iwentbacktoMaunanditdauntedinme

whyRonawassoadamantinhavingyouguysgrow

upknowingherasyourmotherandmeasyouraunt.

IdecidedtovisitatraditionaldoctorinMaunandhe

toldmeeverything,thatRonahasbeengoingto

witchdoctorsandtheytoldherthatyouguyswere

brightkidsandyourfuturesweregoodlookingbut

asforherchildbeingPreciousitwasalldarkand

gloomysoifshewantsherdaughtertohaveagood

lifesheshouldblockyourblessingsanddirectthem

toPrecious.YouandTituscouldbemarriedand

happynow.IwassofuriousMaya,ihadneverbeen

asfuriousasiwasthensoidecidedtoconfronther



littledidiknowiwasgoingtowakeupinacageina

cave

Maya:bathongandwhoisthewomanweburied?

Keneilwe:thatonecanonlybeansweredbyRona

mygirl

Maya:Ronaisvileyohallforherchildtohavefiner

thingsoflife?

Keneilwe:imtellingyou

Maya:andyourpolicypayoutsandpropertieshow

wassheabletogetthemfromtheinsurance?

Keneilwe:iguesssheliedtothemaswell

Maya:yohbathongthiswoman.Ihavebeendriving

yourcarthinkingitsmyaunt'ssheleftme

somethingtorememberherwithkanteit'smy

mother'swhoisbeingkeptinadarkhole.Yoh

Keneilwe:andthehouseinMochudi,it'sminemyex

boyfriend,yourfatherbuiltitformewhenhewas

stillworkinginthemines

Maya:whathappenedtohim?



Keneilwe:webrokeupwhilehewasstillbuildingit

andifinisheditoff.Iwas3monthspregnantwith

youwhenheleftme.Hesaidicheatedonhim

becausehewasalwaysinSAandiinMaunand

onlymetonceinawhile

Maya:areyousureimhis?

Keneilwe:hundredpercentinevercheatedonthat

mannomatterhowtemptediwasistayedfaithful

tohim

Maya:soheneverbotheredevenafteryougave

birthtome?

Keneilwe:haveyouseenhiminyourlife?(She

shookherhead)thatshouldtellyouthathenever

botheredbutaftergivingbirthtoyouisenthima

messageandtoldhimthatinamedyouMaya

Maya:whatarehisnames?

Keneilwe:VictorLetswalohe'sprobablydeadby

now

Maya:itwouldn'thurttolook.Wherewashefrom?

Keneilwe:Hukuntsi



Maya:nowonderimthisyellow(theylaughed)we

shalllookforhimaftergettingalltheanswerswe

needfromRona

Keneilwe:iwon'tstopyoumychild

Maya:sohowcomeibecameabrightstudentand

managedtogetmydegreewhiletheyblockedmy

ways?

Keneilwe:onethingaboutGodmychildisthathe

willneverforsakeyou.Theywoulddothemallbut

hewillmakesurethatatleastyouholdontoone

thinguntilyoufindyourlightagainbutwasitan

easyroad?

Maya:ofcoursenot.Iusedtosuffermigraines

duringexamsandhadtwokidswhileinvarsity

Keneilwe:exactlybutGodbeingGodhestillshone

hislightonyou

Maya:(sighed)weshouldaskTitustocomeoverso

thatwetellhimallthis.He'sbeensoscarcesince

hehadachild

Keneilwe:mysonhasababy?



Maya:yepshe'sliterallyanewbornandwhenyou

sayourliveswerelockedibelieveyoubecausehe

couldn'tpassatschool,hetriedrewritingbutstill

failedbutlikeyousayGodbeingGodhemanaged

tofindajobbuthehasbeenengagedfor5years

now

Keneilwe:mommyisbackandallmychildren's

livesaregoingtoopenup

Maya:amentothat.(Amessagerequestreported

assheblockedthecontact)mxm

Keneilwe:whatisit?

Maya:somestupidboykanagatweVusitryingto

besmartwithme

Keneilwe:(smiled)speakingofboystellmeabout

thisyoungman,let'sgossipabouthimwhilethey

arestilloutandpleaseleavenodetails.(They

laughed)youaresogrownmybaby.Howmany

yearshasitbeenagain?

Maya:16fullyears

Keneilwe:andapersonhasbeenlivinginacageall



thoseyearsyoh

Maya:don'tworrywearegoingtomakeitupfor

thoseyears

Keneilwe:ohyesmylove.Nowtellmeabout

Joshua

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchupwhilebeing

pampered.

Attheholdingcells...

Ronafoldedherarmsandcurvedherlipslookingat

asobbingPrecious...

Rona:youareseriouslygoingtocryforachild

that'snotyours?Moelenggorewaithotela?

(Laughed)otlhabisaditlhongeleruriPrecious.

Whosechildareyou?

Precious:canyoupleaseleavemealone



Rona:mothoyotlagoutlwangonkgapotsanesies.

Anywayihopeyoudidn'ttellthemwhothemother

is

Precious:imnotanidiotandidon'twanttotalk

aboutthisplease.Alliwantistohearwhatyour

planforusgettingoutofhereisandhowweare

goingtodealwiththatwitchMaya

Rona:(sighed)ohtrustmeMayawon'tknowwhat

hither.Assoonaswearereleasedimcrossingthe

boardersheandherwholeclanaregoingtoknow

whoRonais.OnethingimsureofisKeneilwecan't

sayanythingwhereversheissowearestillsafe

Precious:youbetterbesure

ShesaidfacingthewallwhileRonalookedather

andlaughed...

Rona:imagineawomanyouragebemadetomess

herselfbyasmallchild?Yeerrrmanyoh



AttheTaolo's...

MrTaolohelpedhiswifeontothebedasthesister

putafleeceoverher...

Mareledi:doyouneedanythingmama?

Alexander:noimstillokbabyalliwanttodoisget

enoughrestandstartdealingwiththoseculprits

MrT:butyouknowyoudon'thavetorushitright?

Alexander:assoonigetmystrengthbackimgoing

behindthemtrustme

Lady:youknowhowskwizaisbrothersoletherbe

Alexander:(smiled)thankyoulove.Guys,

All:yes?

Alexander:youaresurenoonecameintocontact

withmybloodright?

MrT:thedoctorsdidn'tsayanythingbutJoshua

saysyouwerebroughtinbythemedicalteam



Mareledi:butyouhavetoaskMayabecauseiwas

alreadytakenwhenhelpcame

Alexander:let'shopeshedidn'tbutiwilltalktoher

MrT:good.Okguysyoucanleaveourbedroom

nowiwanttospendsometimewithmywife

TheylaughedleavingwhileMrTsnuggleduptohis

wife.

AtLewis'shouse...

Thabowhistledandopenedthedoorwithout

knockingasLewisturnedtohim...

Lewis:ohsothisisyourhousenow

Thabo:aobabycomeon.Iseeyouaregetting

betterbytheday

Lewis:mmhsitdown



Thabo:imnotstayingforlongipromisedmyboys

thatthebillwillbeonmetodaysomakethethings

thatmadethepocketstohappen

Morris:(leanedagainstthepassagedoorframe)

youngman

Thabo:(frowned)hello

Morris:sothisiswhatyoukidsgetuptoneh?

Thabo:idon'tunderstand(hestoodup)

Lewis:nnafaatsheosenanglerago(sityourflat

buttdown)

Thabo:what'sgoingonhere?Lewisyouknow

what'satstakesoihopeyouarenot...

HekeptquietasLewispressedplayonhislaptop

asthecctvfootagefromthebabyshowerplayed.

Heswallowedandsniffed...

Lewis:mmhcatgotyourtonguenana.Comeon

withitmyboywhere'stheconfidence?



Thabo:thisisnotright

Morris:nowimaginetheschoolandyourparents

gettingtheirhandsonthisandiknowyourfatheris

awellknowncitizenofthiscountry.Oneleakhis

precioussonwouldhaveruinedhisamazing

reputation

Thabo:reallyLewis?

Lewis:ohyesThaboyoureallythoughtiwasgoing

tositbackandletachildyourageblackmailme?

Thabo:stillitwillbeyourwordagainstmine

Lewis:thefirstquestiontheyaregoingtoaskyour

fatheriswhywouldhenotpractisesomethinghe

alwayspreachesandagainwhere'sproofthati

havebeensexuallyattractedtoyouallalong?Do

youhavemessagesmaybe?Haveisaidsomething

toyoubeforeorhaveibeeninappropriatewithyou

beforethatencounter?Dololoiontheotherhand

haveproofthatyoustolefrommebecauseihave

receiptsofallthethingsyoutookwhileyouonthe

otherhandwillnotbeabletoprovidesuchproofso

myboypickyourcrustyassoffmyfloorandfuck



outofmyhouse

Thabo:mxmit'snotevenlike...

Lewis:Karegetthefuckout

Hetookaslipperandthrewitathimasheranout...

Lewis:(clickedhistongue)idiot

Morris:thatshouldbealessontoyoutoo(hegave

himastare)okoksorry

Theylaughedashejoinedhimonthecouch.

THATEVENING

AttheDuncan's...

AfterreceivingavideoofPatience,hersisterand



neigbourspartyingastormApplewenttoher

mother'sroom...

Apple:mama

Lorna:yes?

Apple:ihavesomethingtoshowbutfirstletme

explainsomething.Sincewesuspectedthatdad

couldbemessingaroundwedecidedtogethis

phonetapped

Lorna:Apple

Apple:itwasforagoodcoursemamabecausenow

DuncansentPatience3000earlier

Lorna:what?

Apple:yeahsoidecidedtoaskafriendofmine

stayingclosetoPatience'shousetospyonthem

formeandthisiswhatshejustsentme(sheplayed

thevideo)

Lorna:bathong

Apple:Patiencehavingatimeofherlifewith



Duncan'smoneyibetyoushetrickedhimtogetit

Lorna:youshouldsendmethatvideoimgoingto

talkhimwhenhegetshere

Apple:withpleasuremommy

ShesmiledsendingherthevideowhileLorna

scoffedshakingherhead.

AttheKavimba's...

Thebigtablewassetandeveryonesatdown

chattingupastorm.Keneilwetellingastunned

Kuzivaabouthershock,LovemoreandJoshua

catchingupasMayalaughedwithLucasandher

childrenwhileNyashaquietlysatonherphone

lookingbored...

Maya:bathongwhatarewewaitingforimstarving

(theylaughed)



Lovemore:there's...(hisphonerang)theymustbe

here.Chi?

Chioma:pleaseopen

Lovemore:ok

HeopenedthegateasshedroveherG-wagon

inside.Sheparkedandgotoffwithherniecegoing

tothehouse.Inagreenandblacksparklingshort

dress,heelsand24inchhairsheknockedas

Lovemoreopenedthedooronlytogettheshockof

hislifeasherbeautydazzledhim.Shewastall,

smoothlegswithatoptiersmilepartneredbyher

everwhiteteeth...

Lovemore:wow

Chioma:goodeveningMrK

Lovemore:goodeveningChi

Chioma:arewegoingtogoinor...

Lovemore:ohyeahyeahcomeinpleasecomein



Lucas'sheartskippedabeatseeingSundae.She

alsolookedelegantandthefactthathehadalways

hadasecretcrushonhermadeheevenmore

beautiful...

Chioma:goodeveningeveryone

All:hello

Lovemore:guysthisismyfriendChiomaAdioleand

hernieceSundaeAdiole(theysmiled)herewehave

myauntKuzivaKavimba,mysonLucas,daughter

Nyasha,sisterMaya,herfriendJoshuaKgang,her

kidsHerbertandAprilandhermotherKeneilwe

Chioma:nicemeetingyoueveryone(theyallsmiled)

Maya:nicemeetingyoutooChiihaveaseat

availablenexttomeyoucansitimeanwho

wouldn'twanttositnexttoaphenomenalwoman

likeyou?

Chioma:(chuckled)thankyou



TheytooktheirseatsandassoonasChiomasat

downshesawabighole,aspadeandsmallstones

thatlookedlikegold.Sheclearedherthroatasshe

sawawheelchairrollingaloneandsuddenlyfelta

hereyesgettingwetwithherchestgettingheavy...

Chioma:(flippedherhair)okimsorrytodothis

guysbutineedtodoitorelseiwon'tbe

comfortable

Lovemore:feelfree

Chioma:thankyou(sighed)doesanyoneofyou

knowanyonewhoworkedinagoldmine(they

quietlylookedatoneanother)

Keneilwe:it'sMaya'sfather

Chioma:isheonawheelchair?

Keneilwe:(frowned)idon'tknowwelongseparated

wheniwas3monthspregnantwithMaya

Chioma:ok(sighed)imaspirituallygiftedperson

andijustsawagoldminethenarollingwheelchair

withnooneontopofitandwhileimsayingthismy



eyeswon'tstopgettingwetandmychestisheavy

thatmeansthispersonisinpain,hasachest

problemandisnothappywherevertheyare.They

needsaving

SilencehitthewholeroomasMayaswallowed

lookingathermotherwholookedbackather.

^

^

^

^

^
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Maya:sohe'salive

Chioma:yes



Maya:wewereliterallytalkingabouthimearlier

Chioma:soyoushouldworkhardonfindinghim.

Keneilwe:whatifhehasanotherfamily?

Chioma:iftheyweretakinggoodcareofhimi

wouldn'thavehadthevision

Keneilwe:yoh

Maya:thankyousomuchforthisimdefinitely

goinggoembarkonthisjourneyoffindinghim

Chioma:iknowheleftapainfulmarkonyoumabut

pleaseopenyourhearttohimwhenyoufindhim.

Imnotsayingfallbackinlovewithhimbut

welcomehimintoyourhomebecausehemightnot

haveanyonetoturnto

Keneilwe:butwhatifhe'smarried?Ican'ttakeina

marriedman

Chioma:he'soldenoughandstillhasawell

functioningbraintomakeadecisiononwhichroute

totakejustbethereheneedsyou,thebothofyou

(Mayasmiled)

Kuziva:canyoudothistoallofus,imeantellus



whatthefutureholdsforus?

Chioma:(smiled)unfortunatelyidon'tjustdoit.It's

thespiritthatguidesme(theyalllaughed)

Lovemore:auntyknowsthisshe'sjustpullingyour

leg

Chioma:aunty

Kuziva:don'tfretmybaby(theylaughed)so

Chiomawhatdoyoudo?

Chioma:iownabeautyhouse

Kuziva:imanoldwomanmygirlpleaseexplain

Chioma:it'sonebuildingwitheverythingyouneed

init.Beityourhairsalon,spa,boutiquesforall

gendersandages,restaurant,coffeeshop,

everythingexceptagrocerystore

Kuziva:anditsallyours?

Chioma:yesma'am

Kuziva:howmuchdoyoumake?That'sallim

interestedin



Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchovertheir

lovelymeal.

AttheDuncan's...

Duncangreetedhiswifewhowasinbedonher

phoneandtookoffhisclothes...

Duncan:Joshuaneedstocomebacktowork,today

wasjustamesswithhisabsencethat'swhyi

knockedoffsolate.Didyougetmytext?

Lorna:yeahidid

Duncan:ok.OhPatiencecalledmeearlier(she

frownedthatheinitiatedtheconversation)shesaid

shewasoutofgroceriesandtoiletrysoisenther

somemoney.3k

Lorna:ohokbutcouldn'tyouhaveboughtthemand

havesomeonetakethemthere?

Duncan:iofferedtodosoandsheinsistedthati



sendthecash

Lorna:that'sbecauseshewantedtodothis(she

gavehimherphone)

Duncan:whatisthis?

Lorna:justpressplay

Hefrownedandpressedplay.Hisheartracedashe

watchedonPatience,hersisterandneigbours

partyingupastorm...

Duncan:howcouldthiswomandothistome?Does

shethinkmoneygrowsontrees?Whileshe's

drinkinganddancinglikethiswhereismychild?

She'sgoingtoknowme

Lorna:donotsayanythingtoher

Duncan:noLornaican'tletthisslidelikethis.3Kis

alotofmoney

Lorna:iknowbutthisgivesyouanupperhandon

makingsurethatyoudealwithherniceandgood.



Withthiskindofevidencethecourtwon'teventhink

twiceongivingyousolecustody

Duncan:youareontosomething

Lorna:yesandifsheasksformoremoneyjustgive

ittoher.Whatyoushoulddoismakesureyoudon't

snap

Duncan:iwon'tlieifeellikegoingtherenowand

confrontherbutihearyouiwilldomyalltokeep

mycalm

Lorna:good

Heclickedhistonguegoingintothebathroomwhile

Lornasmiledandsighed...

Lorna:PatiencePatiencePatienceyouthoughtyou

wereasmartoneneh.That'swhatkarmadoesmy

loveshehitsyouwhereithurtsthemostican'twait

toseeyoucryforyourchild.Neverinyourlifemess

withawomanscornedbecauseyouwillgetburnt,

severely



AtPatience'shouse...

Thesmallchillsessionturnedintoahugeapartyas

thewholestreetcame.Onatuesdaynightone

wouldwonderifothersdidnothaveworkthe

followingmorning...

Patience:fromnowonyoushouldcallmeMsVibes

(theyalllaughed)everyonehaseatenright?

All:yes

Patience:yeslet'spartythenightaway

ShewhistledasaMakhadzisongplayedwith

everyonegoingcrazyandsingingalong.Wearing

shortsandashortsleevedt-shirtJuniorwalked

througheveryonelookingforhismotherandaunt.A

bitchillyitwasbuthehadnojersyonandnoshoes

on...



Junior:(softly)mama?Mama?Aunty?

Lady:nanagosleepit'slateforyouchildrentobe

outhere

Shewhistledastheyopenedacirclewithadrunk

Patiencedancinginthemiddle.Juniortriedtogo

throughthemtothecentreofthecirclebutfailedas

tearsfilledhiseyesgoingback.Hesniffedsilently

cryingandbumpedintoaman...

Man:(smiled)helloboy

Junior:hello

Man:areyoulookingformama?(Henodded)ok

comeletmetakeyoutomamaok

Junior:ok

Heliftedthe4yearoldupandheadedouttheyard...



Junior:mamaisthere(hepointedatthecrowd)

Man:imgoingtogetyouasweetinthecarfirst

Junior:ok

Man:youareagoodboyok

Junior:ok

Heopenedthecarandputhiminthebackseatthen

wentintothedriver'ssidelockingthedoors...

Junior:areyougoingtotakemetomama?

Man:yesmyboyiam.Irememberedileftthe

sweetsatmyhouse

Junior:ok

Heswallowedlookingoutsidethewindowseeing

everyoneinagoodmooddancingthenightaway

whilethemansmiledlookingathimthroughthe



rearviewmirroranddroveoff...

Man:itoldhershe'sgoingtopayforcheatingon

me

Hesteppedontheacceleratordrivingoffwith

DuncanJunior.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Itwasaround05:00amasMayajustwokeup

withoutthealarmringing.Shecheckedthetimeand

sighedsmiling.Shegotoffherbedandwenttothe

bathroomthenreachedforherdiary...

Deardiary...

Whatmorecaniaskfor?(Smiled)Godhasshown



methatheisaGodthatdoesn'tfail.Honestly

speakingihaven'tbeenthatstrongwhenitcomes

tomyfaithbuteversinceMondayihavefeltalot

growthinme.Iknowwhattheyaretalkingabout

whentheyspeakofthemosthighpowerbecause

theverysamepowermanifestedinmylife.Imagine

living16yearsknowingthatyourauntisdeadonly

tofindoutthatshe'saliveandisactuallynotyour

auntbutyourmother.Myheartalmoststopped.In

thespacethatiamrightnowifearnoevilbecausei

knowimhighlyfavouredandhighlyprotected.The

devilhasnoplaceinmylifeandwillneverhaveone.

Imgladifoundmymotherwhoimstillgettingused

tocallmymotherandpraytoGodthathekeepsher

longerforustocontinuewhereweleftoff.Now

anotherjourneyihavetoembarkonisfindingmy

father.Ihopeandpraythatifindhimontimeso

thatwecangettoknowoneanotherwell.Ina

nutshellimatahappyplaceinmylifeandim

gratefulforalltheservantsofGodicrossedpaths

with,ipraymyrelationshipwiththemgrows

strongereachdayandthatGodkeepsthemand

theirfamiliesforme.Ican'twaittoputmythanks



intoworshipbecauseGodhasbeengreatandi

believetheroadfromhereleadstomoregreener

pasturesandcalmwater.

Shesmiledandclosedherdiaryputtingitaway.

Shethentookawhitecandleandtookasipofwater

thenpouredtherestintoabowl.Sheopenedher

bibleandputaclothoverherheadandshoulders

andbegantopray.

Attheholdingcells...

MopatisighedsittingonacornerasKitsostoodup

fromthebed...

Kitso:Mopati

Mopati:ithoughtyousaidyoudidn'twanttotalkto

me

Kitso:iwantanexplanationofwhathappened.



WhatdidLewismeanbyallthethingshesaid?

Mopati:wehavealottoworryaboutandyouwant

toaskmethat?

Kitso:ifitwasn'tforyourobsessionwiththatstupid

girlwewouldn'tbehere

Mopati:ohreallynow?Ifitwasn'tforyourstupid

decisionswewouldn'tbehere

Kitso:nowiseewhyyouweresoeagertoknow

aboutmyplans

Mopati:aheyfotsekKitso

Kitso:rra?

Mopati:karefotsekmonnaKitso

Kitso:bloodyshit!

Hesaidkickinghimashestoodupandlandeda

punchonhisface.Kitsopunchedhimbackasthey

grabbedeachother'sthroats.Mopatipinnedhim

againstthewallasKitsohithistestieswithhisknee

andheflinchedback.Helandedahotslapas



Mopatistaggeredbackbutreturnedtheslapas

theygrabbedeachother'sthroatsagain...

Mopati:otlannyelaKitso(youwollmessyourself)

Kitso:lewenaMopati(youtoo)

Theysaidhittingoneanotheragainstthewalls

whilestranglingeachother.Kitsoslippedandfell

asMopatiwentontopofhimandcontinuously

punchedhimwhileanofficerstoodoutside...

Officer:hey!Stopit!

MopatigotoffKitsowipinghismouthwhileKitso

gruntedstandingupwithhisfacebleeding.

Onhiswaytowork,Lovemorewhistledtoasong

playingfromtheradioanddecidedtocallChioma...



Chioma:goodmorningMrK

Lovemore:morningChihowdidyousleep?

Chioma:goodandyourself?

Lovemore:ihaveneverbeensohappyaround

peoplelikeiwaslastnight.Theconversationsand

atmospherewerejusteverythingimabout

Chioma:iknowrightitwashonestlyanamazing

nightandiwouldn'tminddoingitagainyouhavea

wonderfulandintelligentcircle

Lovemore:thankyou.Wellwecanmakeitathing

rotateamongthehomesweekly

Chioma:imupforityouwilltalktoJoshuaaboutit

Lovemore:yeahwearemeetinglaterhewantsusto

talkbusiness

Chioma:ohthat'swonderful.Allthebestheyand

littledidiknowhewasoneofmybiggest

customers

Lovemore:smallworlddear



Chioma:indeed

Lovemore:sodoyoumindgoingfordinnerjustas

thetwoofustonight?

Chioma:youlikemerightMrK?

Lovemore:(clenchedhisteeth)guiltyascharged

Chioma:(chuckled)youneedtofinalizeyour

divorcefirstbeforemovingonwithanyoneandpray

toGodtogiveyoualovingandhonestpartnerand

alsotaketimeforyourself

Lovemore:wowwhatasoothingwayofturninga

guydown

Chioma:(laughed)imgladididnothurtyour

feelings.Ilikeyoualotbutyoursonlikesmyniece

soyouandican'thappen

Lovemore:hewhat?

Chioma:isawhowtheylookedatoneanotherlast

nightandhowhewasgentlewithher.Hereally

likeshersoimthinkinglet'sallowthechildrenthat

chanceofexploringthisthingofdating

Lovemore:wheredoesthatputus?Bathonghow



canLucasdothistome?

Chioma:(chuckled)youknowyoucan'tcontrol

feelings.YouandiareperfectasfriendsMrK

Lovemore:ashardasit'sgoingtobejustfriends

withyouiwilldomylevelbestthelastthingiwant

istoloseyou

Chioma:youandiwerebroughttogetherfora

reasonandnothingwillevercomebetweenus.We

candothatdinnertonightasfriends

Lovemore:aslongasigettospendtimewithyou

(theylaughed)

Chioma:letmedrivesir

Lovemore:alrighthaveagreatdayheystaywinning

Chioma:youtoo

TheyhungupasChiomasmiledhummingwhile

Lovemoresighed...

Lovemore:yeahnehbutLucasthoughwhydidhe



havetolikeSundaeithoughttheywererivalsat

school.Ormaybeherintelligenceiswhatattracted

him.(Scoffed)somysonlikessomeoneit'sabout

timewesatdownandhadaconversationabout

this

Helaughedalonenotbelievingit.

InRasesa...

VusigaveVictorhisporridgeinthebedroomand

closedhiminsideasheslowlyateupwithhishand

shaking.Hehadnochoicebuttofighttofeed

himselfbecausetherewasnoonewhowasgoing

tofeedhim.Notadaypassedwithouthimwishing

toseehisdaughter.How?Hedidn'tknowaswell.

OutinthekitchenVusijoinedMakiastheyhadtheir

englishbreakfast...

Maki:areyounothungover?



Vusi:ahcomeonmommythosebeersweren'talot

(theylaughed)

Maki:isheeating?

Vusi:ibelieveheis

Maki:it'snotlikehehasachoiceanyway.(Sipped

herjuiceandwipedhermouthwithanapkin)how

farareyouwithfindingMaya?(Sighedrollingher

eyes)justmesayinghernamemakesmystomach

turn

Vusi:(laughed)comeonmommyyouhavetomake

surethatyoubuildsomesortoflikingtowardsher

becauseshe'sournextmealticket

Maki:yeahwelliguessyouareright

Vusi:ofcourseiammommybutimstilltryingto

reachouttoher.Isentheramessagerequeston

facebookbutsheignoreditandblockedme

Maki:mxmaboorekeratemothoadiraone

matlakalaao?Waiponawaitse(andyousayi

shouldtoleratesomeonedoingsuchnonsense?

Whodoesshethinksheis)



Vusi:aomommyaotlhemoitshwarele.Iwent

throughherprofileshe'sagoodlookingwoman

Maki:excuseme?

Vusi:nnyanotinthatway

Maki:soyoucansayanotherwomanisbeautifulin

frontofme?

Vusi:sorrymommyao(hesaidkissingherhand)

Maki:letmeseeher

Vusi:likeisaidsheblockedmeunlesswesearch

herwithyouraccountandtrytotalktoherthrough

it

Maki:stillnoproblemandagainimawomansoshe

willdefinitelyrespond

Vusi:mypointexactly

Maki:gettoitthenwhatareyouwaitingfor?

Vusi:(lickhisfingers)bringyourphone

ShegaveittohimandsearchedMaya'saccount



andshowedMakiherprofilepicture...

Maki:ebileshehaschildrenshedefinitelyhassome

money.WaitshesaysshestudiedPRandPolitical

sciences.(Smiled)Ohwehavehitajackpotbaby

let'sgoforit

Vusi:wearewithin

Hechuckledsendingheramessagerequestwhile

Makismiled.MeanwhileatMolepololepolice

stationMaya'sphonereportedthenotificationas

shecheckedanddraggedthemessageheaddown...

Keneilwe:yourphoneisalwaysbusy

Maya:iwillseetothemessagelaternowwehave

somebusinesstotakecareof

Titus:istillcan'tbelievewhatyoujusttoldme

Maya:waituntilyouhearitfromthehorse'smouth



TheyheadedinwithKeneilwewalkingbehindthem

withanicekeptGermancutbleachedwithacream

whitecolour,Mayadidsomesimplefacebeaton

herassheworeblueskinnyjeans,afloralblouse,

sandalswithacutenailartonherfingerandtoe

nails.Theyspoketothestationcommanderashe

tookthemtooneoftheinterrogationrooms.They

tooktheirseatswhileanofficercamewithRona...

Rona:whereareyoutakingme?Youguyshonestly

likemovingusupanddownwithout...

Shefrozeasherheartskippedabeatseeing

Keneilwewithherchildren...

Keneilwe:(smiled)hellosis

JusthervoicemadeRona'sbreathcutasshe

staggeredbackandfellonherbums...

^



^

^

^

^
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Officer:nnyankukuemafelakamaoto(nooldlady

standup)

Rona:ketsewakesedidiketlhokababongaka(im

feelingdizzyineedadoctor)

Officer:iwillaskthemtobringyouwaterplease

standupandgotakeyourseat

ThatmomentMayaandTitusquietlysatback

lookingatherwhileKeneilwesmiled...



Keneilwe:there'snoneedfortheatricsRonamy

childrenandiwantthetruth

Hearingthosewordsmadeherheartraceeven

moreassheheldhercheststillonthefloor

massagingherchest...

Rona:ithinkimgoingtohaveaheartattack(she

startedtobreathheavily)

Maya:okRonanomatterwhatyoudoyouwill

neverrunfromthissopleasesavetheshowfor

someonewhocares

Rona:obualennajaloMaya(areyoutalkingtome

likethatMaya)

Maya:yesandhonestlyspeakingyouarestartingto

annoymeandyouaregoingtomakemesaythings

idon'twanttosaysopleaseRonawearenothere

foryourfreeshow

Titus:andthetimeshedidallthethingsshedidshe

wasn'tactinglikethisinfactshewassooverjoyed



withnocarewhatsoever.Nowthatthetableshave

turnedshewantstoputupanactnowomanstand

up

Rona:banakelonakelegodisitse(iraisedyoukids)

Maya:wenaRona?Ogodisabomang?(You?Raise

who)Youabusedusandtookawayourlivesnow

standupandanswerforyourdoings

Officer:RonaMoetistandup

Rona:(sighed)ithinkimparalysed

Maya:howiwishthatwasthetruth.Ronashouldi

comehelpyouup?

Rona:whatdoyoupeoplewantfromme?Canyou

pleaseleavemealone

Keneilwe:whodidyouburyasmeRona?(Shekept

quiet)Ronaiaskedyouaquestion(shestillkept

quiet)

Titus:Ronaareyougoingtoanswerthequestionor

not?

Rona:idon'toweanyoneofyouanyanswersyou

arewastingyourtime



Maya:mmekanayouarejustwastingyourtime

becausewetheryoulikeitornotyouaregoingto

revealwhoyoumadeusmournmakingusthink

thatshewasourauntanauntwhohappenstobe

ourmother.Ronahowvilecanyoube?Tosteal

yourownsister'schildrenforyourownselfish

reasonsallforyouruselessdaughter?Whereisshe

now?Inthesamecellasyou.Doyouseewhat

havingadarkheartdoesandtrustyoumethisis

onlythebeginning.Ronayoualmostkilledmeand

mychildren.Youhavemademehurtpeoplewho

caredaboutme!(Stoodup)ilostjobsafterjobsall

becauseofyouRona.Myfuturewashangingona

threadallbecauseofyou.Why?(Shesaidgoingto

her)

Keneilwe:babywait

Maya:nomamahonestlyspeakingimangrywith

thiswitchimmadatherandiwishshecouldburn

inhellbutwhatusewillitbewhenshe'scapableof

sharingabedwiththedevil(Ronalookeddown

embarassed)youareyettosoakinembarassment

RonabecausetheGodiswerveneverleavesno



stoneunturnedandtrustyoumeRonahe'sgoingto

unleashtheworstonyouandyourdaughter.Akere

lonayouenjoygamblingwithpeople'slivesyouwill

learntheconsequencesofthatmydear.Speakup!

Officer:ma'ampleasecalmdown.Ronacanyou

pleasestandupandtalktoyourfamilywhyareyou

insistingoncausingascene?(Shejustkeptquiet)

Titus:reallyRonaisthatwhatyouaregoingtodo

now?Keepquiet?(Shedidn'trespond)

Keneilwe:Ronaallweneedisanswersandwewill

beoutofyourway(shekeptquiet)

Officer:okgoodpeoplewearenotgoingspendthe

wholedayherewhilesomeonedoesn'twanttotalk

Maya:whywon'tyousayanythingRona?Youhad

somuchtosayespeciallytomealltheseyearsand

nowthatthetruthhascomeoutyouhavesuddenly

gonemute?Wow

Officer:Ronastandup(shejustsatthere)

Maya:(scoffed)youknowwhatguyslet'sgoifyou

thinkyouaregoingtokeepquietforeverthenyou



shouldthinkagain.Therewillbeatimewhenyou

willhavenochoicebuttospeakup

SheclickedhertongueleadingthewayoutasTitus

andtheirmotherfollowedher...

Officer:MsMoetiareyougoingtostandupor

shouldwehelpyou?

Rona:imabletothatonmyown

Officer:ohsoyoucantalk?

Rona:mxm

Shesaidstandingupastheofficershookhishead

escortingherbacktotheircell.Meanwhileinthecar

Keneilweandherchildrencouldnotbelieveitas

Mayadroveout...

Maya:Ronaishonestlyunbelievable



Titus:forsomeonewitharunnymouthlikehersim

shockedshecouldn'tevensayoneword

Keneilwe:wellikindofexpectedit.Shenowknows

thewholetruthisoutbecauseicantalk

Maya:andtothinkthisisfarfromover.Herlittle

tricksofnotsayinganythingaregoingtoendas

soonasshestandsinfrontofthejudge.Iwantto

gototheofficewhenwegettoGaboronekanaim

supposedtobeenjoyingmyfirstweekasaPR

Managerbutnoimbusyrunningbehindwitches

(scoffedshakingherhead)Ronahasalwaysmade

mylifealivinghell

Titus:butithasallcometoanendnowit'stimefor

hertogetthetasteofherownmedicine.Lesediis

goingtodiehearingthis.Nowiseewhyshenever

likedthosetwo

Maya:shehasalwaysseenthroughthemshame

butweweretooblindedtoseeit.It'snotlikewe

didn'tseeitidon'tknowhowtodescribewhatwas

happeningtous.Haveyoueverseensomething

knowingthatit'snotgoodforyoubutyoukeep



goingbacktoit,that'showitwaswithusandthose

witches.

Keneilwe:andiwantallthat'smineback

Maya:thecaraswell?

Keneilwe:nosilly(theylaughed)butiwantanew

car

Maya:don'tworrymawearetakingourlivesback.

TitusiwouldlovetoinviteyoutochurchonSunday.

TheamazingmanofGoditoldyouaboutisthe

leaderofthechurchmaybeyouwillgetyour

deliverancethen

Titus:andimbringingmywomanandchild

Keneilwe:iwanttoseemygrandchild

Maya:doyoustillrememberhowtodrive?

Keneilwe:ithasbeen16yearsMayaandalothas

changedyesicanstillsitbehindthewheelbut

thesenewroadsareconfusingandagainistillhave

toworkonmylicenseagain

Maya:ohyeah.NoyouwilldrivewithTitusandthe

kidsiwillcomegetyouguysafterwork



Keneilwe:whereisshefromagain?

Titus:Moshupatheyaretherenow

Keneilwe:okbutyouknowwecan'tgothereempty

handedright?

Maya:youwanttospoilthebabyalready?

Keneilwe:shemustknowshehasanamazing

grandmotherinme

TheylaughedandcontinuedtocatchupwhileMaya

steppedontheacceleratoralittle.Backatthe

policestationRonaclickedhertonguesittingup

whilePreciouscurvedherlipsfoldingherarms...

Precious:yetyouwerebusylaughingatme.Lookat

younow

Rona:wearedoomedPrecious

Precious:whereisyourmightypowerRonahuh?

Hewe-hewemamaknowsbestmamaknowsbest

likewhatthefuck



Rona:wouldyoujustshutup!

Precious:noRonayoufailed,youfailedus,you

failedme,youfailedyourgranddaughter.Youarea

damnfailure

Rona:sayonemorewordPreciousonemoreword

andiwillmixyouwiththesewalls.Howissheable

tospeak?

Precious:becauseyourstupiddoctorhadno

powersRonathat'swhy!

Rona:don'tyoudareinsultMmaditaolalikethat.

Thatwomanfoughtforus

Precious:ifshefoughtenoughwewouldn'tbehere

today

Rona:ifshedidn'tfightyouwouldhaveneverhad

thelifeyouhadPrecious

Precious:weneedtotellthetruth

Rona:excuseme?

Precious:iwanttobewithLovemore

Rona:youneedtoforgetaboutthatfoolishman.



Weneedtothinkofwhatwearegoingtosayin

courtaboutKeneilwe

Precious:whatwillyousayRona?Youwerecaught

redhanded

Rona:therehastobeawayPrecious,RonaMoeti

won'tgodownwithoutafight,hellnoirefuse,i

refusePrecious

Sheheavedahugesighandstooduppacing

aroundtheircellwhilePreciousleanedonthebunk

andshookherheadlookingatherwithherlips

curved...

Precious:youarewastingyourtime

Rona:justshutit

Sheclickedhertongueandcontinuedtopaceup

anddown.



InRamotswa...

Assoonashermindwentbacktoit'ssoberstate

Patiencerememberedthatshehadachildasshe

quicklywokeupandlookedonhersidetonoone...

Patience:Duncan?(Clearedhersinuses)Duncan?

(Shecheckedthetimeanditwasjustafter9am)

Duncan?(Shesaidgettingoutofbed)lastnight

wasjustamessyou(yawned)Duncanman!?

Sheputonhersleppersandstretchedclearingher

sinusesagaingoingtothelivingroomwhilecalling

herson.Hewasnotthereasshewenttothe

kitchenbuthewasnottheireither.Shecheckedthe

bathroomandhewasnottheirasshesighedgoing

tohersister'sroom...

Patience:Kgomotso?Kgomotso!?

Kgomotso:hmm



Patience:whereisDuncan?

Kgomotso:(inaudible)....

Patience:Kgomotsowakeupman(sheshookher)

Kgomotso:eishPatiencewhyareyoubeinglikethis?

Canyoupleaseleavemealone

Patience:where'sDuncan

Kgomotso:idon'tknowdoesn'thesleepwithyou?

Patience:he'snotinbed

Kgomotso:maybehe'splayingoutside

Patience:mxmyoumustwakeupsothatweclean

thehouseandyard

Shesaiddraggingherselfoutandfrownedtothe

unlockeddoor...

Patience:imagineifthievescameinhereorDuncan

openedforhimself(wentout)Duncy?Junior?



Shesaidgoingaroundthehousecallinghimbut

therewasnosignofhimbutalotofbeertinsand

bottlesastheneighbourstoodbythefence...

Woman:finallyyouareawake

Patience:(chuckled)morningmahaveyouseen

Duncan?

Woman:nomyloveihaven't

Patience:aowhere'sthischildkante

Woman:maybeheleftwiththatwoman'skidsto

thetuckshop

Patience:heneverplayswiththem

Woman:youneverknowkidswhentheyarebored

Patience:Duncanwouldratherwatchtv.Areyou

sureyouhaven'tseenhimaroundtheyard?

Woman:nomydearandyouknowimalwaysthe

firsttowakeup

Patience:heebanna.Okormaybehe'shidinginthe

housekanaDuncancanbedramaticsometimes



Woman:yeahgocheckhim

Shesighedgoingbacktothehousecallinghim...

Patience:idon'thavetimetoplaywithyouDuncan

getoutfromwhereveryouare

Kgomotso:doyoureallyhavetoshoutlikethis?

Patience:ithinkDuncanisnotaroundKgomotso.

Duncan!?

Kgomotso:maybehewenttoplay.Youknowhe

likestheboysfromthe3rdyardafterours

Patience:ijaletmegocheckhimthere

Realitywasstartingtokickinassherushedtothe

yardwhilehersisterwenttothekitchentolookfor

leftoversclearinghersinusesaswell.Patience

arrivedattheyardandfoundtheoldmanand

womanhavingteawiththeirgrandkidsplaying...



Patience:goodmorning

Woman:hellodear

Patience:haveyouseeDuncan?

Woman:nomychild.Mychildrenevenwenttocall

himtoinvitehimtocomeplaywiththembutthey

saidnooneopenedforthemsotheycameback

Patience:(heartskipped)bathongwhere'sthischild

Man:youwerehavingfunlastnightneh

Patience:(chuckled)eerra.Maareyousureyou

haven'tseenhim?

Woman:yesmygirl.Iseverythingok?

Patience:(swallowedasherheartraced)ithinkmy

sonismissing

Woman:noPatienceitcan'tbe.Maybehe'shiding

inthehouse

Patience:icheckedbeforecominghereandhe'snot

Woman:ngwanakadoyouknowtherateatwhich

childrengomissinginthiscountrythesedays



Patience:nomysoncan'tgomissing

Man:youneedtogotothepolicerightnowmy

child.Wewillaskaroundtheneighbourhoodforyou

whileyougothere

Patience:aoModimo(ohLord)thiscan'tbe

happening(sheranoffbacktotheiryard)

Man:botagwa(excessivedrinking)

Woman:andit'ssaidthatthischildisherboss's

child

Man:areyouserious?

Woman:yes,shesleptwithherbosswellit's

rumoursidon'tknowhowtrueitis

Man:maybethewifetookhimsinceitlookslike

she'snolongerworking.Maybethewifefoundout

andfiredherthenusedyesterday'sopportunityto

takethechild

Woman:wewomenthoughattimes.Wetendtodo

foolishthings.Howdoyousleepwithyourboss?

Man:menarealsopervertsmywifehowdoyougo

afteranotherwomanknowingyouaremarried?



Let'sjusthopeit'snottrue

Woman:yeahneh.Let'sfinishupandhelpher

spreadtheword

TheysippedtheirteawhileattheroadPatienceran

tothepolicestationwhilehersisterstoodbythe

frontdoorlookingon...

Kgomotso:whereareyouDuncan?Yoh

InKgangT&T...

Maya:soyeahwelefthertherewithoutevensaying

asingleword

Joshua:atleastyouguysknowthetruth.Imagineif

yourmothercouldn'tspeak

Maya:yeahheybutwewanttoknowwhothe

personweburiedwas.Kanathatwomanlooked

exactlylikemama



Joshua:ormaybeyourmotherhadatwin

Maya:idoubtthat.Wherewouldthetwinbeallthe

time?

Joshua:yeahnehbutifyousayshelookedexactly

likeyourmotherthatcouldbetheonlyexplanation

Maya:youaregoingtomakemethinkalotnow

Joshua:wellthinkaboutitloveit'stheonlything

thatmakessensebutwewillneverknowuntilRona

speaksup

Maya:andthefactthatshekeptquietraisesafew

hairs(thoughtfullysatback)whatifyouareright

babe?Whatifshereallyhadatwin

Joshua:butthenhowcomeyouknownothing

aboutthetwin?

Maya:whatifRonaisaversionofhermother?

Joshua:wearegoingtoburstourheadsopenwith

thisletmegetbacktowork

Maya:noRonahastocomeoutwiththetruth

Joshua:iagreewithyou(someoneknocked)



Maya:comein

Alexander:goodmorning

MrT:hello

Maya:ohhiwhatapleasantsurprisepleasesit

Joshua:youarewelcome.

Both:thankyou

Maya:whatcanidoforyou?

Alexander:ineedtotalktoyoumygirl

Maya:ohok

Joshua:letmeexcuseyouguys.Seeyoulater

Maya:noproblem(heleft)what'sgoingonma?

Whydidn'tyoujustcall?Thedoctorsaidyoumust

rest

Alexander:whatiwanttotalktoyouaboutcan'tbe

saidoveracall

Maya:o-kay.Youarescaringmenow

Alexander:thedayoftheattack

Maya:yes?



Alexander:didyoutouchmemaybe?

Maya:myemotionswereallovertheplacebuti

thinkididbecausetheblouseihadonhadsome

bloodonit

Alexander:(sighed)youneedtogotothehospital

mychild

Maya:(frowned)why?

Alexander:ihaveHIV

Maya:what!?

Alexander:yesimsosorrythatyouhavebeen

exposedtothatbutthesooneryougototheclinic

thebetter

Maya:(blinked)soimightgetinfected?

Alexander:notiftheyputyouonPre-Exposure

ProphylaxiscommonlyknownasPrEp.Itwillhelpin

loweringthechancesofyougettinginfected.You

knowitcan'tbedetectedrightthereandthen.You

havetowaitforaboutamonthtothree

Maya:ohokletmegetgoingrightaway



Alexander:onceagainimsosorrymychild

Maya:nonoitsokmayoudon'thavetoapologise.

Weneverknewthiswouldhappenandagainwe

werestillgettingtoknowoneanothersoyou

wouldn'thavedisclosedsuchinformationfirsthand

asifwearepartnerssoit'soklet'sjustpraythati

don'tgetinfectedandevenifidoiwouldn'tblame

you.Yesit'sgoingtobeheartwrenchingbutHIVis

notadeathsentence

Alexander:thankyouforunderstanding

Maya:notaproblemletmegotalktomybossand

leave

Sheledthewayoutastheyfollowedher.

InRamotswa...

AshakingPatiencetookasipofwaterandpunched

inDuncan'snumber.Sheswallowedandsighed

lookingup...



Police:mmacanyoumakethecall(shedid)

Duncan:Patience?

Patience:ithinkDuncanismissing

Duncan:(stoodup)what!?

Patience:wewokeuptohimnotaroundinthe

house(burstintotears)ilookedeverywhere

Duncanbutdidn'tfindhim

Duncan:whereareyounowPatience?

Patience:atthepolicestationDuncanpleasehelp

Duncan:staythereimcomingnow

HehungupwhilePatienceshookherheadcrying...

Officer:butmyladywhodoyouthinkcouldbe

behindthiswholething?

Patience:(thoughtaboutitandstoppedcrying)

Lorna,thatwomanknowswheremychildis.Officer



Lornaistheonewhotookmychildgoandarrest

hernow!

^

^

^

^

^
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Duncangrabbedhiscarkeys,phoneandwallet

runningoutandbumpedintoJoshua...

Joshua:woahwhat'stherushfor?

Duncan:Patiencejustcalledme

Joshua:Patience,really?



Duncan:yesJoshuaourchildismissing

Joshua:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Duncan:yesshesaidshewokeuptohimnot

aroundiguessshewastoodrunktomindhimlast

nightsoimgoingtherenowshe'satthepolice

station

Joshua:drunk?OnaTuesday?

Duncan:it'salongstorysoallmycallswillbe

divertedtoyou

Joshua:noproblem

HerushedoutwhileJoshuascoffedlookingathim

andwentbacktohisoffice.

AtthePolicestation...

Officer:whoisLorna?

Patience:mybabydaddy'swiferrayoubettergo



andarrestthatwomanrightnow(clickedher

tongue)didshereallythinkiwasnotgoingtothink

thatsheistheonewhotookher.Gonowandarrest

her

Officer:ican'tarrestsomeonewithnofulldetails

thatprovethatshe'stheonebehindthewholething.

Patience:shejustfoundoutthatisleptwithher

husbandandthatwehadababy

Officer:soyoumessedaroundinsomeone'shome?

Patience:thisisnotaboutmemysonismissing

hereandthedamnculpritisroamingthestreets

(satback)she'sgoingtoknowwhoiamnotwhenit

comestomychild

Officer:whatifyouarewrong?

Patience:really?Reallynowofficer?Ijustgaveyou

someonewhohasenoughmotiveonasilverplatter

andyouarestillaskingmequestions?

Officer:ineedyoutothinkoftherepercussionsyou

mightfaceifyouarewrong

Patience:thatwomanisscaredoflosinghermeal



ticketsoshewoulddoanythingtogetridof

anythingthatstandsinherway

Officer:(sighed)ihearyoubutcan'tyouthinkof

anyoneelseapartfromher?

Patience:noshe'stheonlyonewithabonetopick

withme

Officer:ohok.Noheartbrokenboyfriendmaybe?

Patience:whatareyoutryingtoimply?

Officer:imnottryingtoimplyanythingimjust

statingpossiblefactors

Patience:there'snoheartbrokenboyfriendherei

saidit'sLornaDuncanwhotookmysonthat'sit

Officer:ohokthenlet'swaitforthefathermaybe

thereareotherpossibleabductorsheknows

Patiencesatbackdialinghersister.

AttheKavimba's...



LucasgreetedNyashawhoignoredhimgoing

upstairsashelookedbackatherandshookhis

headproceedingdown...

Lucas:hellogranny

Kuziva:hellomyson

Lucas:what'sforbreakfast

Kuziva:imadeourtraditionalsoftporridge

Lucas:ooohnicebeenlongsinceihadthat

Kuziva:whenwasthelasttimeyouhadit?

Lucas:wheniwasinstandard4ithink

Kuziva:that'slongbutwecan'tsaythesameabout

yoursister.Themomentimentionedporridgeshe

carriedhernosebackupstairs

Lucas:(burstintolaughter)comeongrannybenice

KuzivalaughedgoingtothelivingroomwhileLucas



satonthekitchenstoolandputsugarand

margarineintheporridge.Hisphonereportedatext

ashesmiledresponding...

Lucas:don'ttellmeyoujustwokeup?

Sundae: noihavebeendoingmychores.Inever

touchmyphonebeforedoinganything

Lucas:pleaseteachmethatprinciplebecausethe

firstthingiholdwheniwakeismyphone.Ijustgot

outoftheshowernow ♂

Sundae:haveyouseenthetime? youneedto

changethat

Lucas:maybeyoucanmotivateme

Sundae:agrownmanlikeyou? everymanfor

himselfplease

Lucas:ouch

Sundae:butyouseriouslyneedtochangethat.My

routineeverytimeiwakeupisreadthebible,pray,

shower,cleanmyroom,thelivingroomandthe



kitchenthenmakefoodthenholdmyphoneafter

washingthedishesiusedforbreakfast

Lucas:somuchdisciplineandorder ♂ you

needtobemessyalittle

Sundae:wellhaveyouseenmyaunt?

Lucas:yeahhey.Anywayimaguyandyouarea

ladysoibelieveyouknowtheequationsnever

balance

Sundae: youaresosilly

Lucas:whatareyoudoinglater?

Sundae:whattimeislater?

Lucas:let'ssayaroundlunch?

Sundae:nothing

Lucas:okwannagrabsomethingtoeatmaybe?

♂

Sundae:yeahiseenoproblemwiththat

Lucas:cooliwilltextyoutheplaceinafewminutes

Sundae:cool imgoingtostudyalittlenow



Lucas:okimonlyabletostudyproperlyatnight

Sundae:ok.Seeyouinabitdon'tforgettotextthe

location

Lucas:sure

Shereactedtothemessageandheadedtoher

bedroomwhileLucassmiledgoingthroughsome

coolplacesfortheirlunchdate.Meanwhileinhis

roomSaintscrolledthroughhistimelineon

FacebookandstoppedbyPeopleyoumayknow

profiles.Heslidthroughthemandfrownedseeing

Sundae'sprofile...

Saint:wheredidiseethischick(hethoughtfora

fewseconds)ohyeahtheregionaldebate

competitionwhenshewipedthefloorwitheveryone

(heopenedherprofile)ohwowshe'sgoodlooking

Hesaidsmilinggoingthroughherphotosandthen

decidedtosendherafriendrequest...



Apple:(opened)stoplookingatgirlsandcomehelp

mewithsomething

Saint:learntoknockgeez

Hegruntedfollowingheroutwhileshelaughedat

him.

Atthehospital...

Dr:asyoucanseeyourresultsarenegativebutyou

willcomebackafter20daysforanothertest

Maya:ok

Dr:donotforgettotakethesepillseverydayok

Maya:yesdoc

Dr:andinthat20daysmakesureyouarecautious

anddonotengageinunprotectedsex

Maya:igotthat



Dr:andpleaseifyouhaveapartnertellhimorher

aboutthis

Maya:iwill.Thankyousomuch

Dr:noproblemyoumaygo

Shetookhercardandbottleofpillsleavingasa

messagereportedonherphone...

Maya:thiswomanthough(responded)goodday

mylady

Maki:Vusi!Vusiamessagejustcamein

Vusi:ohok.Himylady.(Responded)howareyou

doingmylady?

Maya:goodthanksandyourself?

Vusi:imgood.Icanseeyouarealadywhoreally

lovesandtakesgoodcareofherself

Maya:ohthankyou

Vusi:doyoumindsharingyourbeautytips?



Maya:it'snothingfancyoroutoftheordinary

honestly

Vusi:ohisee.Sorrytobotheryoulikethisbutisell

organicbeautyproductssoithoughtmaybeyou

wouldbeintrestedintryingafewout

Maya:thankyouforthekindofferbutihavealready

metupwithsomeonewhoalsodealswithorganic

productsimgoingtostarttheprocessoftesting

themsoon

Vusi:mxm.(Responded)ohok

Maya:butthankyoumylady.Letmedrivebutyou

cansendmephotosofyourproductsmaybethere's

somethingiwouldlikefromyouandnottheother

person

Vusi:ohiwilldothat.Thankyou

Maya:bye.Iwillbeintouch

Shethrewherphoneonthepassengerseatand

droveoffwhileVusismiled...



Maki:arewein?

Vusi:almost

Maki:whatdoyoumeanbyalmost?Iwantaction

Vusitimeisnotonourside

Vusi:itoldheryouaresellingorganicbeauty

productssoyoushouldaskyourfriendtosendyou

afewpicturesofherproductssothatwesendthem

toMaya

Victor:(bythebedroomdoor)didyoujustsayMaya

Maki:heywenawhatareyoudoingthere?Areyou

notsupposedtobeinthebedroom?

Victor:iwanttousethetoilet.Youngmanwhatdid

youjustsayaboutmydaughter?Isshecoming

here?

Maki:Vusitakethisuselessthingtothetoilet

beforeheannoysme

Vusi:aomommy...

Maki:nowVusi!

Vusi:yohok



HetookVictortothebathroomwhileMakitookher

phoneandwentthroughtheconversationwith

Maya.Shesmiledandcalledherfriend.

AtthePolicestation...

Duncanpacedbehindanofficerleadinghimtotheir

boss'sofficewherehefoundhimandPatience.

Patiencejumpedinhisarmsashefrownedwhile

theofficersatbackshocked...

Patience:shetookhimDuncan,shetookourson

Duncan:(frowned)who?Andpleaseletgoofme

(theofficerheldbackhislaugh)

Patience:reallyDuncan?Oursonismissingand

youarebeingcoldtowardsme?

Duncan:imamarriedmanPatience.Whodidyou

saytookJunior?



Patience:Lorna,yourwifetookmychildandiwant

himnow

Duncan:reallynow?Wherewouldshegetthe

chancetodothat?Lornamightbeangryabout

whathappenedbetweenusbutshewouldnever

stoopthatlow

Patience:ohsoyouaregoingtospeakforhernow?

Duncan:yesbecauseiwaswithherallnightwhile

youpartiedallnightPatience

Patience:how...mxm,Duncanshecouldhavesent

peopletotakehim

Officer:waitdidyoujustsayparty?

Patience:officerhe'sjust...

Duncan:yesofficerimagineonaTuesday

Officer:ma'amdoyouknowthatyoucanbe

arrestedfornegligence?Yourparentingrightswill

betakenawayfromyouwithinablinkofaneye

Patience:peoplemychildismissinghere!

Duncan:hewouldn'tbeifyouwereagoodmother



andyoubetterpraywefindhimwithnoscratch

becauseyouwouldknowwhoiam.Officerwhat's

thelead?

Officer:theonlyleadwehaveisyourwifeMr

Duncan.Iknow,iknowit'shardtobelievebutwe

can'tignorethatshe'stheonlyonewithmotivehere

Patience:exactly

Duncan:wouldyoushutup!?Officeriunderstand

whatyouaresayingbutmywifewouldneverdo

suchathingtoachild.

Patience:shewouldbecauseshedoesn'tknowthe

painofpregnancyandbirth

Duncan:wowPatience

Patience:what?It'sthetruth.Yourbarrenhorse

tookmychildandshe'sgoingtopay

Officer:oklet'sallcalmdown.MrDuncanwehave

nochoicebuttobringherinforquestioning

Duncan:(sighed)okofficerbutimtellingyouLorna

wouldneverdosomethinglikethis

Patience:youhavebeenfedalovepotionwena



that'swhyyoucan'tthinkstraight.Officergoand

takethatwomanin.Iwantmysonandiwanthim

now

Officer:wearenotgoingtotakeanyoneinweare

goingtointerrogateherinherownhouseandyou

arebothcomingwithme

Duncan:doesshereallyhavetocome?

Officer:yessir.Come

HetookhiskeysasPatiencefollowedhimtothe

carwhileDuncansighedgoingtohis.Hewantedto

warnLornasobadbuthedidn'twanttogivethe

policeanymorereasontothinkshecouldbe

involved.

AtTania'shouse...

Shesangalongtothemusicplayingfromher

earphoneswhilelayingonherbackinherroomwith

herfeetintheair.Shescrolledonhertimelineand



cameacrossapostaboutthebusaccidents.She

frownedseeingJoshua'snameandtookoffher

earphonessittingup...

Tania:whatthefuck?Wait,(sneered)"...andthe

ownerofKgangTravelandtours,MrJoshuaKgang

confirmedthatallfamiliesofthe65deceasedare

goingtobegivenfoodhamperscostingupto

P1000eachfamily..."waitthat's(wenttoher

calculator)awhole65K?(Sneered)thisguy,how

darehesaytomethathe'sabusdriverwhilehe

ownsawholetravelandtourscompany?Noman

no

Shesaidgoingtoherwhatsappandsearchedfor

herchatwithJoshuaandfoundit.Sheopenedit

andcontemplatedthethoughtofsendinghima

message.Sheexhaledanddecidedtojustsendthe

message...

Tania:hi



Shesatbackonherbedandwaitedforaresponse

whileinhisofficeJoshuafrownedtothemessage

andwentbacktohiscall...

MrKgang:Joshua?

Joshua:sorrydadamessagejustreportedonmy

phoneiwillseetoitlaterit'snotthatimportant

MrKgang:oklikeiwassayingyourmotherandi

willbeleavingtotheUSsoon

Joshua:nodadyoucan'tgonow

MrKgang:butwehavetocheckonthehouseijust

boughther

Joshua:nodadwait

MrKgang:waitforwhatJoshua?

Joshua:papawho'sgoingtolookafteryour

livestock?YouknowStephenandiarealwaysbusy

wehavenotimetobecheckingonitfromtimeto

time



MrKgang:ihaveherdmenwhohavebeenworking

withmesinceyouboyswereyoungitrustthemto

doagoodjob

Joshua:whatiftheystealfromyou?

MrKgang:theywouldneverdothat.Itakegood

careofthemforthemtoeventhinkofstealingfrom

mesowearegoingmyboy

Joshua:(sighed)okokpapaletmejustsayit

MrKgang:saywhat?

Joshua:thereasonwhyidon'twantyouguystogo

nowisbecauseiwantyouguystosendarequest

ofmarriagetotheMoeti's

MrKgang:(smiled)that'smyboy.Nowyouare

talking

Joshua:sowillyoudothat?

MrKgang:withoutadoubtmyboybutareyousure?

Joshua:ihaveneverbeensosureaboutawoman

inmylifelikeiamwithMayadad.Thiswomanis

theperfectwomanformeandiwouldhateitifihad

tolosehertosomeoneelse.Thesooneriputaring



onitthebetter

MrKgang:okthenifyouarecertainthatshe'sthe

womanforyouthenweshalldoasyousay.Your

motherisgoingtobeoverthemoon

Joshua:(laughed)itrustherto

MrKgang:whenshouldwedoit?

Joshua:iwillletyouknowonceshehasaccepted

myproposal

MrKgang:okmyboy.Allthebestok

Joshua:thankyoudadbutiknowtheKgang'sare

behindmesoshe'sgoingtoacceptit

TheylaughedhangingupwhileJoshuawent

throughhispictureswithMayaandthekids.He

choseoneandposteditonhiswhatsappstatus

captioningit...

"Mysmileisalwayswiderthattheoceaneveryday

wheniknockoffbecauseiknowiwillbegoingtoa



warmhome .Godkeepthemforme"

Taniasawthestatusandcurvedherlipssending

himamessageagain...

Tania:hi.(Shewaitedforaresponsebutnevergot

any)youandibelongtogethernomatterhowmany

timesyouaregoingtoignoreme.Youaremineand

imyours

AttheDuncan's...

ThepoliceandDuncandroveinandwentinside

whileinthekitchenLornafrowned...

Patience:mmhtheresheistakeherebileiwantmy

recipebook.Youthief.Whereismy...

Officer:yohmmacanyoupleasecalmdown



Lorna:officerwhatcanidoforyou?Duncan?

Officer:ma'amthiswoman'ssonhasgonemissing

andshebelievesyouknowwherehecouldbesoi

wouldliketoaskyouafewquestions

Lorna'smoodinstantlydampenedasshelookedat

PatienceandthenDuncanshakingherheadnot

believingwhatshejustheard...

^

^

^

^

^
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Lorna:questionsaboutthemissingchild?



Patience:yesLornawhendidyoubecomedeaf?

Lorna:deariwasn'ttalkingtoyou

Patience:wellimtalkingtoyou

Officer:areyougoingtoletmedomyjobornot?

Patience:officerstopwastingtimewithtalkingand

tellthiswomantobringbackmychild.(Pointedat

her)iseeyouarenotsatisfiedwiththetimeyou

spentinjailwena

Lorna:areyougoingtothreatenandpointyour

fingersatme,inmyhouse?Wow,officerplease

takeaseat

Officer:thankyou.Patienceiknowandunderstand

thatyouareworriedaboutyourchildbutplease

allowustodoourjob.Ifyouarenotcarefulyour

actionsaregoingtojeopardisethechancesof

findingyourson

Duncan:firstofallshe'snothingbutan

irresponsiblemotherwhodrinksonatuesday

Patience:let'sstartthereofficerhowdidyouknowi

wasdrinkingbecauseididn'tsayathingtoyou?



Didyouguysplanthis?Areyoutryingtobuilda

perfectfamilywithmyson?

Lorna:officerwillyouaskawaybecauseihavealot

todoinmyhouse

Officer:Patienceiaskedyoutocalmdown

Patience:nothesepeopleknowwheremychildis

andtheyaregoingtobringhimout.Nochildof

mineisgoingtobeusedforsomeritualshellno.Do

youknowthepainofgivingbirth?(Theofficer

sighedgivingup)imtalkingtoyou!Ofcourseyou

don'tknowthat'swhyyouseenoprobleminkilling

asmallchild.WenaDuncanhowstupidcanyoube?

Yourownchildandyouletthiswomanfoolyou?

Sies

Lorna:imightnotknowthepainofgivingbirthbut

atleastiknowwhatitmeanstotreasurethethings

youknowyoucanneverreplace.Imighthavebeen

hinderedthechancetohavebiologicalkidsbutim

certainimabettermotherthanyouwilleverbe.

Officerlastnightiwasinmyhomewithmy

husband.Hecameandtoldmethatthiswoman



asked3kfromhimsayingtheyareoutofgroceries

andtoiletries.Knowingthathehasasonwithher

hehadnochoicebuttosendthemoneybecausea

childcan'tstayhungryanddirtywhilethefather

looksgoodeverydayandsleepswithafullstomach.

Itoodidn'thaveaproblembecauseiknowhehasa

childtofendforandagain3kisnotthekindof

moneyonewouldjumpovercliffsfor,nottoinsult

peoplewhovaluesuchanamount.Iwasshocked

whenmydaughtertoldmethatoneofher

schoolmateswholiveclosertoPatiencecalledher

andtoldherthatPatiencewashavingaparty.I

eventoldmyhusbandofficer

Patience:youseetheyareevensendingpeopleto

spyonme

Lorna:itwasjustaninnocentcallinfactmy

daughter'sfriendcalledtoaskherifPatienceisno

longerworkingforusandthentoldmydaughter

abouttheparty.YesPatiencedidwhatshedidwith

myhusbandandofcourseimangrybutwhywould

takemyangeroutonaninfant?Whywouldiputa

childinsuchtrauma?Patienceyoubetterlookat



meandlookatyourselfmydearweareondifferent

levelsiwouldneverstooponalowerleveljustto

proveapointhellno.Ifthere'sanyoneiwould

unleashmywrathonisthesetwoofficernotachild.

Achildthatdoesn'tevenknowmyname,imnot

desperate.Idon'tcausepaintopeopleforfunmy

dearthat'syourkindofmealnotmine(shesaid

sittingback)

Officer:thankyouforyourhonestyMrsDuncanwe

willdefinitelygettothebottomofthis

Patience:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Officer:wearescrapingMrsDuncanoffthe

suspectlist

Patience:excuseme?Monnawalepodisithis

womantookmychild

Officer:youshouldsitdownandthinkaboutthis.

Let'sgobackhome

Patience:gobackhome?Officer...

Lorna:imhonestlygoingtocallthepoliceandhave

youarrestedfortrespassingPatience



Patience:(clicked)obonawenathisisfarfromover.

Iwantmyson

Sheledthewayoutastheofficershookhishead

followingher.LornalookedatDuncanwhosighed

rubbinghisface...

Lorna:areyoubeingseriousrightnowDuncan?

Duncan:imsosorry.Iwantedtowarnyoubuti

didn'twanttojinxthings

Lorna:nexttimewhenyoudecidetocheatonme

bringalistsothaticanhelpyouchoosebecause

wowyouhavehonestlydegradedthiswholehouse.

Youbetterhaveherarrestedfornegligence.Call

Alexanderandaskhertoaskherprivate

investigatorstostartlookingforthechild.

Duncan:eemma(yesma'am)

Lorna:youcallyourselfamotherbutyoucandrink

onaTuesdayforgettingthatyouhaveafouryear

old.Mxm



Shesaidgoingtothekitchenandcontinuedwith

whatshewasdoingwhileDuncancalledMrsTaolo.

AtKgangTravelandtours...

Joshuathrewafewraisinsinhismouthand

hummedlookingthroughrecreationalplaces.A

messagereportedonhisphoneashefrowned

takingit...

Joshua:who'sthispersonbusysendingmehi's

(responded)gooddayhowmayibeofhelp?

Tania: heyJowouldyouliketograbsomething

toeat?

Joshua:whoimitalkingtoagain?

Tania:wowJoshuareally,youdon'trememberme?

Joshua:that'swhyiaskedwhoyouare ♂



Tania:men ♂ it'sTania

Joshua:Tania? idon'trememberaTania

Tania:soyouaregoingtoactlikeyoudon'tknow

me?Wemeetonadatingappandwentout

Joshua:(laughedoutloud) ohyou.Hello

howzit

Tania:sheewhat'swrongwithyou?

Joshua:dudewemetlikeamonthagosoyou

shouldn'tbesurprised

Tania:dude?Aorra

Joshua:ifyoudon'tmindiwasstillheldupsoi

can'tchatforlong

Tania:soareyouwillingtogooutforlunchwithme?

Joshua:no

Tania:ouch

Joshua:whatisit?Youwantmetolietoyou?

Tania:youdon'tdothattoalady

Joshua:butyoucandothattoaman.LookTanzia



orTaniaimbusy.We'lltalksomeothertime.Maybe

Hescoffedputtinghisphoneawayasthedoor

opened...

Joshua:sowedon'tknocknow?

Maya:whatareyoutryingtohideinhere?(She

lookedaroundastheylaughed)

Joshua:comeinbabe.Howdiditgo?

Maya:theygavemethesepillsandsaidishould

comebackin20days

Joshua:okhowdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Maya:imabitanxiousbutiwilltrygetitoffmy

mindbykeepingmyselfbusy

Joshua:alrightlovemaybethisisjustalessonfor

youtolearnmoreabouttrustingtheprocess

Maya:whydoyoualwayssaytherightthings?



Joshua:welliwasbornthiswaybaby(theylaughed)

ihavearequestforyou

Maya:yes?

Joshua:ithinkit'stimewetookthingsupanotcha

bit(Maya'sheartskipped)pleasemoveintothe

mainbedroomwithme?

Maya:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?Guyimhere

thinkingyouareabouttotakeoutasmallbox

Joshua:ahwomen(theylaughed)butimserious

babe

Maya:youknowwhatthismeansright?

Joshua:iknowlovebutiwantustogrowour

chemistryandnowewon'tbedoingthenasty

especiallynowthatyouarewaitingtotest

Maya:wellwecanstilldothenastybutwemore

caution

Joshua:iwanttogettotallynakedwithyouMaya

(hesmiled)

Maya:bathongJoshuathesethingsstartoffslowly

first



Joshua:ilovemymeatraw(theylaughed)imjoking.

Igetyourpointlovebutiminnorushtothatlikei

saidijustwantustogrowthechemistrybetween

usandgetmorecomfortablewithoneanotherthat

onewillhappenwhenithappensandithinki

shouldtakethepillsaswell

Maya:iwasabouttosaythesamethingbutyeahi

wouldbegladtomoveinthemainbedroomwith

you(shesmiled)

Joshua:youknowyoursmileismyweaknessMaya

Maya:(laughed)letmegetbacktoworkihavean

assignmenttofinishup

Joshua:imgoingtoreportyouforseducingthe

boss

Maya:(unbottonedthetopofhershirtrevealingher

cleavageandsmiled)isthisenoughtogiveyou

morereasontoreportme

Joshua:(swallowed)Maya

Shelaughedbuttoningtheshirtupagainandleft



whileJoshuasatbackbitinghislowerlipwitha

smileonhisface...

Joshua:damnthiswoman

AtLewis'shouse...

Hedrankhispillsandreachedforhisphonecalling

Bianca...

Bianca:eish(answered)heychoma

Lewis:Chomaorayaengokareoraasebokosese

gopangkampajaana

Bianca:aorra

Lewis:youknowhowmuchihatebeingcalledthat.

Anywaythisisnotasocialcall.It'sacalltoremind

youthatwearejustafewdaysto2weeksdear

Bianca:Lewis...



Lewis:idon'twantstoriesBianca.Igaveyoumore

thanenoughtime

Bianca:rraiknowioweyousoimgoingtopay

Lewis:ontimeatthatorelseimsendingdebt

collectorsyourway

Bianca:whathasgottenintoyou?

Lewis:notwhenitcomestomyhardearnedmoney

Biancaespeciallythatyouevenliedtome.You

shouldhavetoldmethetruthsothatwesitdown

andcomeupwithapaymentplanbutnoyou

decidedtomakeafooloutofLewis

Bianca:iwillpayyourra

Lewis:ohyouaregoingtolove.Imgoingtofaxa

documenttoyourofficetomorrowsignitandfaxit

back

Bianca:whatdocumentisit?

Lewis:youwillseewhenitarrives

Bianca:soyoudon'ttrustmethatiwillpayyou

back?



Lewis:kafoonengonyonyobakatengmaloba(the

wayyouwerebeingsneakytheotherday)ino

longertrustyoudear

Bianca:ijogosiamerra(bye)

Lewis:sure

HehungupwhileBiancathrewherphoneonthe

tableandshookherheadoutofoptions.She

contemplatedonthethoughtofcallingMayabut

decidednotto.

InRamotswa...

Patiencescreamedasshecutherfingerwitha

knifeandputitinhermouthsuckingtheblood...

Patience:yesesman

Kgomotso:areyouok?



Patience:ijustcutmyselfwithaknife

Kgomotso:letmesee

Patience:imfineKgomotsojustleavemealone

Kgomotso:butimtryingtohelp

Patience:atleastdosomethingtofindmyson.

Akereyouwerebusydrinkingthemoneylastnight

notgivingashitabouthim

Kgomotso:that'sunfairandyouknowit

Patience:mxm

Kgomotso:haveyoueverthoughtthatmaybe

Onkabetsehassomethingtodowiththis?

Patience:reallynowKgomotso?Outofallpeople

andyouthinkofthatuselesspieceoftrash?

Kgomotso:comeonPatienceOnkabetsewasnever

okwiththefactthatyoulefthimforDuncanand

youknowthethingshesaidaboutyouwhenyou

werepregnantwithJunior

Patience:it'sbeenwaytoolongKgomotso.

Onkabetsehasmovedonthepeoplewhoknow



wheremysonisarethosetwosnakesinGaborone

Kgomotso:justtellthepoliceabouthimsothatwe

arecertainit'snothim

Patience:ineedaplaster

Kgomotso:Patienceimtalkingtoyou

Patience:Kgomotsolesagogowanagaplease

(stopspewingnonsense)

ShesaidgoingtoherbedroomwhileKgomotso

shookherhead.Meanwhileathisgrandmother's

houseOnkabetsesatbackasacryingDuncan

refusedtoeat...

Duncan:iwantmymother

Onkabetse:eatfirsttheniwilltakeyouhome(he

shookcrying)soyouwanttostayhungry?

Duncan:iwantmydad

Onkabetse:nywanywanynywaynywanya(iwant

mydad)youaregoingtoannoymenowdadwa



selomangka(dadmyfoot)

Duncan:theyaregoingtofindmeand...

Onkabetse:hey,shutup!

Heswallowedashisheartskippedwhilehistears

rolleddown.

BackatKgangT&T...

HecopiedLewis'snumberfromhisprofileand

dialedhimhopingitwastheworkingoneandit

was...

Lewis:gakenamadipapa(idon'thavemoneysir)if

youareascammerknowthatyouhavehitadead

endwithme

Joshua:LewisyouarespeakingtoJoshua

Lewis:yohbathongyourvoice



Joshua:(laughed)nowigetwhyyouarefriends

withMaya

Lewis:Maya?

Joshua:likeisaidimJoshuaandiwouldliketo

meetupwithyou

Lewis:why?

Joshua:ican'tsayoverthephone

Lewis:whydoifeellikeican'ttrustyou?

Joshua:howwouldyounottrustJoshuaKgang?

Lewis:JoshuaKgang,asinKgangTravelandtours?

Joshua:ididn'tknowiftherewasanother

Lewis:bathonghowdoesMayaknowsuchpeople

fromhighplaces

Joshua:sheactuallyknowpeoplewhoareevenin

higherplaces

Lewis:andthatgirlowesmeaplatefullofdata

anyway,whydoyouwanttomeetagain?

Joshua:(shookhishead)Lewisiwilltextyouthe



placeandtimeanddon'tworryit'snothingillegal

Lewis:willtherebemen?

Joshua:ahLewissharpiwilltextyou

Lewis:nowait,Joi...

Joshuahunguponhimandlaugheddialing

Mareledi.

THATEVENING

InSouthAfrica...

TshepogotstartledbyNale'sscreamfromthetoilet

asherantoheraid...

Tshepo:iseverythingok?

Nale:imburning



Tshepo:what?

Nale:mypeeisburningmeandican'tpeeproperly

Tshepo:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Nale:yesandimpressedTshepo(screamedinpain)

pleasedosomething

Tshepo:oklet'sgotothehospital

Hesaidgoinginandhelpedherupfromthetoilet

seatashefrownedseeingbitsofbloodinthe

toilet...

Tshepo:youwillbefinedon'tworry

Nale:butit'ssopainful

Tshepo:sorrythedoctorswillknowwhattodo

Hetooktheirvaluablesastheymadetheirwayout

whileNale'speeburnthermore.



InMolepololepolicestation...

Precioussawapoliceofficepassasshejumped

offthebedandcheckedifRonawasasleep...

Precious:Rona?Ronawakeup,Rona?

Shegotnoresponseandwenttothebars...

Precious:psst!Psstofficer(Ronaopenedhereyes)

Officer:whatareyoudoingupatthistime?

Precious:ineedsomethingfromyou

Officer:what?

Precious:pleasemakesurethat...(turnedtoRona

whoquicklyclosedhereyes)makesurethatimeet

upwiththestationcommandertomorrow

Officer:why?(Ronaopenedhereyes)

Precious:there'ssomethingineedtotalktohim



aboutmakesureit'sbeforewegotocourtforour

hearing

Officer:ohokiwilltry

Precious:sure

Theofficerfrownedlookingatherandwalkedaway

whilePreciousturnedwithRonaclosinghereyes.

PreciouswenttoRonaandstoodbesidesherbed...

Precious:imsorrymabutihavetodothisyouhave

livedyourlifeistillneedtolivemine.It'snothing

personal

ShesaidgoinguponherbedwhileRonaslowly

openedhereyesagainthistimewithafrownonher

face.Washerdaughterabouttosignadealwiththe

devil?Sheaskedherself.

^

^



^

^

^
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AnhourafterPreciousspoketotheofficerRona

quietlysatuponherbedandlookedatPrecious

whowasfastasleepandsnoring...

Rona:(quietly)ican'tbelievethisyounggirlwants

todothistomeaftersomuchihavedoneforher

andthisisthethanksiget?Ihaveriskedmy

reputationforhertogetaproperlife.Alifeithought

shedeserveslittledidiknowthisiswhatimgoing

togetinreturn(softlyscoffed)imgoingtoshowher

whohermotheris



Shegotoffherbedandtiptoedtothebars

checkingthecoastanditwasveryquiet.She

waitedforanother5minitestomakesurethatthe

coastwasclearthenwenttoPrecious'sbed.Inthe

darknesswiththelittlelightcomingfromthewalk

wayshelookeddownonherdaughterandshook

herhead...

Rona:youleavemenochoice

ShesaidquicklygrabbingPreciousbytheneckas

Preciouswokeupandgaggedlookingather...

Precious:ma...

Ronausedherotherhandtocoverhermouthand

noseasPreciouskickedtryingtofightheroff.Rona

pressedherkneehardonPreciousstomachmaking

itevenharderforhertobreath.Shebitherlowerlip

andhardenedthegriponherdaughter'sneckas



shekickedandscratchedherhandstryingtoget

heroffofherbutforthelittlereputationshehadleft,

Ronawasnotgoingtoriskanything...

Rona:youleftmenochoice

ShehardenedthegriponemoretimeasPrecious

lostallstrengthtofightassheslowlystopped

moving.SheclosedhereyesasRonaletgooffher...

Rona:iwouldratherhaveyouinacommathanto

letyoudowhatyouwantedtodo(shouted)help!

Help!Somebodyhelp!

TwoofficerscamerunningasRonaburstinto

tears...

Rona:pleasehelpmydaughter

Officer:whathappenedhere?



Rona:iheardsomemovementsinmysleepand

wheniopenedmyeyesisawherkickingand

strugglingtobreath.Pleasehelpmeican'taffordto

losemyoneandonlydaughter

Theofficersquicklyopenedastheywentto

Preciousandcheckedherpulse...

Officer:callformedicalhelp

Officer:canyoufeelanything?

Officer:it'sfaint,hurryup.Mmawarewhat

happened

Rona:(cryingwithherhandsonherhead)iwokeup

andshewasfightingtobreathyoucanseeherbed

isamess

Officer:(pressedherchest)elegoredoesthis

usuallyeverhappen?

Rona:nothisisthefirsttime

Officer:themedicsarehere



Fourmedicalpractitionersraninandtriedto

resuscitatePreciousbutfailedthentookheraway...

Rona:ismydaughterok?

Medic:wewillbeincontact

Theyranoutastheofficersfollowedthemout

lockingRonainthecell.Assoonasthey

disappearedshestoppedcryingandwipedher

face...

Rona:iseeyouwantedtoexperiencewhatRonais

capableof.Youbetterthinkagainbeforemessing

withmenana.Itwouldn'tbehardtotakeyourlife

justasitwaseasytotakemysister's

Sheclickedhertongueandwentbackintobed

sighing.



InSouthAfrica...

AfterfinallybeingabletopeeNalesighedsittingin

frontofthedoctor...

Nale:drwhatiswrongwithme?

Dr:wearegoingtotestyoururineandbloodtosee

whattheproblemcouldbe.Mostofthetimethis

comesasasymptomofkidneyfailure

Nale:what?

Dr:yesma'ambutlikeisaidweshallconfirm

throughthetestwearegoingtocarryout

Nale:nothiscan'tbeican'thaveakidneyfailure

Dr:justdon'toverthinkaboutthewholethingevenif

theresultscomebackpositivethereareotherways

youcangethelplikegettingadonorthat'sifboth

kidneysareaffectedbutifit'sjustonethenyou

wouldbeabletofunctionwithit



Nale:ijusthopeit'snotthat

Dr:butprepareyourselfforanything.

Nale:soicangoright?

Dr:yesma'ammakesuretotakeyourmedication

ontime

NalemadeherwayoutasTshepostoodupfrom

thebenches.Shetoldhimwhatthedoctorsaidas

theymadetheirwaybacktotheirhotel.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

OnhiswaytoworkDuncan'sphonerangashe

changedlanesandanswered...

Duncan:MrsTaolo

Alexander:ihopeimnotdisturbing

Duncan:notatall.Doyouhaveanythingforme?



Alexander:ido.Myguysjustcalledmeandthey

foundsomeinformationonwhomighthavetaken

yourson

Duncan:who?

Alexander:Patience'sexboyfriendhisnameis

Onkabetse

Duncan:really?

Alexander:theyarenotyetcertainbutihaveiton

goodauthoritythatthisguyhadamouthfultosay

toPatiencethetimeshelefthimforyouandwhen

shefellpregnant.Itissaidthathesaid,iquote"you

willneverfindpeaceaslongasimalive""imgoing

tomakeyourlifealivinghellandyouwillalways

remembermeallthewaytoyourgrave""ifyouthink

youaregoingtokeepthatmanwithachildthen

youhaveanotherthingcoming.Ihopeitcoulddie

sothatyoulearnyourlesson"closequote.Please

underlinethathewishedthechildcoulddie

Duncan:heebanna.Sohowdidhesayallthisto

her?

Alexander:throughphonetextmessagesand



Facebookmessages.AlsoonFacebookhewould

reactwithangryemojiswheneverPatienceposted

apictureofherselfwiththebabybump

Duncan:youknowwhatletmecallthepoliceright

away

Alexander:theyarestilltryingtogethislocation

becauseitlookslikehe'ssomeonewhomoves

aroundalotsooncetheygethislocationyoucan

callthepolicesothattheydon'thaveahardtime

tryingtotracehim

Duncan:ohokonceyougetthelocationletme

know

Alexander:definitelyiwillaskthemtospeedupthe

process

Duncan:thankyou

Hehungupandscoffedshakinghishead...

Duncan:shewasaskedPatienceareyousure

there'snobitterexaboarwaladitsebeareno(and



shesaidno).Whatdidiseeinthiswoman?Ihave

nevermetsuchanirresponsibleandstupidwoman

inmylife.Sies

AttheKavimba's...

Lucaswokeuptohisphonereceivingatext

message.Heyawnedandrubbedhiseyestakingit...

Lucas:goodmorning

Sundae: don'ttellmeyoujustwokeup

Lucas:literally

Sundae: tothinkthatimdonewithmychores

Lucas:Sundaewhattimedoyougetup?

Sundae:assoonasmyauntleavesat6imup

Lucas:nomananormalperson'sdayshouldstart

at11am

Sundae:aaahthat'shalfofthedaygone



Lucas:likeisaiddifferentviewstolifedear

Sundae:butanywayijustwantedtosaythankyou

againforyesterdayitwashonestlyfun

Lucas:youarewelcome.Makesuretostickwith

meandiwilltakeyouplaces

Sundae: yeahright.Weshoulddoitagainand

thistimearoundthebillwillbeonme

Lucas:watchmeorderingeverythingihavenever

hadinmylife

Sundae:youwillpaythatbillmisteryoh

Lucas:butyouladieswanttogetawaywith

everything

Sundae:blameitonnaturelove

Lucas:didshejustcallmelove? themost

seriousladyihaveevermetinmyentirelifeshe

addressedmeaslove?Wowthefutureisindeed

bright

Sundae: whatiswrongwithyouLucasthat

isjustasincereword



Lucas:mboregapeSontagamboregape

(boremeagain)

Sundae: didihitanerve?

Lucas:youknowSetswana?

Sundae:comeondude

Lucas:(sentavoicenoteinaNigerianaccent)ok

madamihearyou'o

Sundae: youaresosilly.Youhaveanice

morningvoicethough

Lucas:(hesmiled)isit

Sundae:pleasegetoffbedandstartyourdaywe

willtalklater

Lucas:sure

HeyawnedandputhisphonedownwhileSundae

wenttoherfacebookandnoticedshehadafriend

request.ShewentthroughSaint'sprofileand

acceptedhiswhileinhisroomSaintpunchedthe

aircelebratingafterhegotthenotification.



DownstairsattheKavimba'sKuzivablocked

Nyasha'swaywhowasmakingherwayup...

Nyasha:excuseme

Kuziva:let'ssitdown

Nyasha:ineedtodosomethinginmyroom

Kuziva:thatthingcanwait,come

Nyasha:idon'twanttositdownwithyou

Kuziva:excuseme?

Nyasha:youheardme

Kuziva:(blinked)iwhat?

Nyasha:lookoldladyidon'thavetimetowaste

withyousopleasegetoutofmywayiwanttogo

uptomyroomand...

Aslaplandedacrossherfaceassheswallowed

lookingatherwhileholdinghercheek...



Kuziva:comeagain.(Shekeptquiet)isaidcome

againyounggirl(sheswallowed)youaregoingto

sitdownandyouaregoingtodosonow.Moveit

(shejuststoodthereasKuzivaclappedherhands)i

saidmoveityounggirl

Nyashasniffedandmadeherwaytothelounge

whileKuzivascoffedcomingbehindher...

Kuziva:doyouknowthemoneythatbuiltthishouse?

Busyscreamingmyroommyroomwhileyoudon't

evenknowwherethecentofthismoneycomes

from.Ineedyoutostartlearningsomemannersif

youwanttpbeapartofthisfamily

Nyasha:ohsoyouguysthinkyouaredoingmea

favourbykeepingmehere?

Kuziva:whatotherchoicedoyouhave?Please

enlightenbecauseimwillingtosupportthatchoice.

Imonlytoleratingyoubecauseofmynephewifit

weren'tforthatyouwouldbeinthestreetsright

aboutnow



Nyasha:ohsodoyouthinkhe'sgoingtosupport

youtreatingmethisway

Kuziva:ohtrustmeiwouldn'tmindslappingyouin

frontofhimnorsayalltheseinfrontofhim.Instead

ofbeinganungratefulspoiltbratyoushouldbe

thankfulthatLovemorestillcaresaboutyoueven

afterwhatyourevilmotherdidtohim.Youareso

luckymysonhasaheartandirespecthim.You

couldbeinthesameprisonasyourmotherright

now.Fromnowonyouaregoingtotakepartin

householdchoresimnotgoingtohaveachildwho

sitsaroundanddoesnothing.Imnotgoingtoraise

agirlchildwhothinksliferevolvesaroundthe

phone.Honestlyspeakingifitwasn'tforthefact

thatyouarenotLovemore'schildiwouldbemoving

toZimbabwewithyourightnowtoteachyoua

thingaboutbeingayounggirl.Nowgochangeyour

beddingputtheminthemachineandwashthem

fromthereonwewillbemovingfrombedroomto

bedroomdoingspringcleaningareweclear?

Nyasha:what!?I...

Kuziva:areweclearyounggirl?



Nyasha:butimstill...

Kuziva:icouldcarelessaboutwhatyouarestill

doing.Getmoving

Nyasha:isLucas...

Lucas:(camedown)whataboutme?

Kuziva:youbettereatfastbecausethelawnand

poolarewaitingforyoutoclean

Lucas:grannyi...

Kuziva:youknowbetterthantotalkwhileimtalking.

Imnotgoingtohavespoiltkids.Nyashamoveit,

Lucasbequickwitheatingandthisthingofyou

wakingupsolateendstoday.Nyasha!

Nyashajumpedupstartledandheadedtoher

bedroomwhileLucassighedtakinghisfood.

THATAFTERNOON



Atarestaurant...

JoshuaandMareledilaughedafterorderingas

Lewiswentinandlookedaround...

Joshua:thatmustbehim

HewavedasLewissmiledandlimpedtotheir

table...

Lewis:goodday,oohchildyougotsofthands

Joshua:canwetoneitdownabitonmakingone

anotheruncomfortable

Lewis:ohplease.Heydarlingobonagakegolebile

jaanamphadivibestsaboMmamoruti(ijustgeta

feelingthatyoumustbeapastor'swifebylooking

atyou)(Joshualaughed)

Mareledi:ohwow,hibutyesimafirmbelieverin

Christ.Imapastor'schild



Lewis:iyoapastor'schildibetmysinsarebetter

thanyours.Letmetellyousomethingabout

pastor'skidsJoshuatheyare...

Joshua:okokLewisyouhaveintroducedyourself

enoughpleasesitdownandorder(theylaughed)

MareledithisisLewis,Maya'soldfriend,Lewisthis

isMarelediMaya'sfriend.Sherecentlymether

whileworkinginthisverysamerestaurant

Lewis:ohoknicemeetingyouhoney

Mareledi:likewisedear

Lewis:atleastyouarenothomophobickanalona

bakrestelealapisa(Christianscanbedraining)

Mareledi:ohwow(theylaughed)theLordsays

comeasyouareandhimaloneisthejudge.Who

imitojudgeyou?

Lewis:amentothatyesgirl(theylaughed)weneed

preachersatourpridemonthmarchessomeoneto

showtheseothernarrowmindedpreachersand

"menofGod"thatwealsodeservetobetreatedas

people



Joshua:okokyouguyswilltalkaboutthatsome

othertimelet'sfocusonwhyicalledyouguyshere.

(ThewaitertookLewis'sorder)

Lewis:sorryaboutthatimlistening

Joshua:ihaveknownyourfriendforafewweeks

nowandwehavealreadywenttomyhomevillage

together.Ilikedherthefirsttimeimetherandfellin

lovewithheraswecontinuedtospendtime

together.

Lewis:sowhatyouarebasicallysayingisthatyou

guysaredating?

Joshua:yeswemadethingsofficialthispast

weekendwhileinMaitengwe

Lewis:bathongboMayabaralaladinaga(Maya

reallymovesaround)anyway(theylaughed)

Joshua:youareanidiotLewismxmbutanywayyes

wearedatingandtheyarestayingwithme.Before

anythingletmesayyouguysknowwhatMayahas

beenthroughsoifeellikeshetoodeservesashot

tohappinessandastressfreelifehenceimhere

todayaskingyouguystohelpmeplanour



engagementnight

Mareledi:(smiled)what!?(Lewischokedonhis

drink)

Joshua:yesiwanttoaskforherhandinmarriage.I

spoketomydadandhegavemeagoaheadand

justsoyouknowimnotmarryingheroutofpityi

feeldeeplyforthatwoman

Lewis:soyouwanttomarryMaya?

Joshua:yesLewis

Lewis:okMayaneedstotakemetoherwitch

doctorbecausewow(theylaughed)

Mareledi:youhavecometotherightpeoplewelllet

mespeakformyself.Imwillingtohelpwith

anything

Lewis:onethingiloveaboutyouisthatyouknow

thatitwouldn'tbeperfectwithoutatouchofagay

guysoofcoursedearimmorethandelightedto

helpyoumakethenightthemostmemorablenight

ever

Joshua:(smiled)ohperfect



Lewis:andguesswhatit'sherbirthdaythiscoming

weekendsolet'spulloutallthestops

Joshua:iwasabouttomentionthatimplanningto

doitthisweekendsinceit'sherbirthday

Mareledi:canwegetonwiththebrainstorming

already.Goshimsoexcited

Joshua:andrememberwhateverthathappensshe

shouldn'tfindoutaboutthis

Lewis:mylipsaresealed

Mareledi:mineaswell

Lewis:mygirlwillbeamrssoonohwowcanwe

toasttothat?

Joshua:cheers

Mareledi:cheers

Theyclickedtheirglassesandlaughedasthey

startedcomingupwithideas.



InRasesa...

AfewminutesafterMakiandVusileftVictortook

thekeyhehidunderhisbumsandunlockedthe

bedroomdoor.Hewheeledhimselfoutofthe

bedroomandwenttothekitchentakingtheknife

sharpener.Heopenedthefrontdoorandsighedto

thelockedburglardoor.Hestartedtohitthe

burglarswithallthelittleenergyhehadwhileoutin

thehoodanelderlymanfrownedlookingon.Victor

triedtoshoutbuthisvoicedeniedhimtowhilethe

elderlymanlookedaround...

^

^

^
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SeeingthattheelderlymanstoppedVictordecided

tohittheburglarevenharder.Evenifitmeanthim

usinghislastenergyaslongasthemancameto

hisrescuehewasfine.Theelderlymanwentinthe

yardandheadedtothefrontdoor...

Man:ahMrLetswalowhatisgoingondidyoulose

yourkeys?

Victor:(withashakyvoice)pleasehelpme

Man:whathappened?Wherearethekeys?

Victor:theylockedmeinsidethehouse

Man:What?

Victor:mywifeandherboyfriendlockedmeinthe

housepleasesavemebeforetheycome

Man:MrLetswaloareyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Yourwifehasaboyfriend?

Victor:yescanyoustoptalkingandhelpmebreak



thispadlock

Man:MrLetswalodoyouwanttolandmeinto

trouble?

Victor:whattrouble?Iwanttogotomydaughter

please

Man:isyourdaughternotinSouthAfrica?

Victor:ihaveadaughterinMochudicanyouplease

breakthepadlock

Man:imgoingtoneedsomethingstrongerthanthe

knifesharpener

Victor:(remembered)thetoolboxisbehindthe

housepleasehurrythereandgetwhateveryou

thinkmightbeofhelp

Theelderlymanwenttothebackofthehousewhile

amiddleagedmanfrownedseeinghimgothere.

KnowingthatVictorwaswheelchairboundhe

wonderedifitwasathieveorwhat.Hemadehis

wayintheyardastheelderlymancamewithabig

wrench...



Man:MrLetswaloareyouok?

Victor:myboyineedtogetoutofhereandthis

manisgoingtohelpme

Man:aomadalaithoughtyoustayedwithyourwife

here

Victor:imjustaparcelhereineedmydaughter

pleasegotakeyourcarsothatyoucantakemeto

mydaughter

Man:ok.Sirwillyoubeabletobreakit?

Man:yesjustcomewiththecar.Victorsaysthese

peoplehavebeenabusinghim

Theyoungmanranbacktohishousewhilethe

elderlymanbithislowerlipandbrokethepadlock

open...

Man:doyouneedanything?

Victor:ihaveeverythingineed.Closethedoorand



makeitlooklikeit'slocked

TheelderlymandidsoandpushedVictoroutwhere

theymetwiththeyoungmanalongthedirtroad.

TheygruntedliftingVictorintotheyoungman'scar

anddroveoff...

Man:wherearewegoing?

Victor:imlookingfortheMoeti'sinMochudi

Man:Moeti?AsinRonaMoeti?

Victor:youknowher?

Man:yesthatwomanhasbeenarrestedfor

abductingherownsisterandturningherintoa

zombie.It'salloverMochudi

Victor:wellmydaughterisfromthere

Man:ahyouaretakingustowitches?

Victor:Mayawouldneverbeawitch.Hermother

wasthesweetest



Man:whoishermothermadala?

Victor:KeneilweMoeti

Man:yonezombiekasebele?(Thezombie)Ah

madalaifitwasnotforthefactthatyouareoldand

unableiwouldbeaskingyoutogetoffmycarnow

Victor:mysonalliwantismydaughterplease

TheyoungmanlookedatVictorthroughtherear

viewmirrorandshookhisheadsteppingonthe

accelerator.

InKavimbamotors...

Morrisbroughtadrinkforhisfriendashetookhis

seatinhisoffice...

Lovemore:longtime

Morris:beendoingmysecondjob



Lovemore:ineverknewyouwereanurse(they

laughed)

Morris:ithinkihavefoundmysoulmate

Lovemore:luckyyoubruhasformethepersoni

likeandwantsaysshewantsustobefriendsand

becauseidon'twanttoloseheriagreedtoit

Morris:ahwhy?

Lovemore:mysonlikesherniece

Morris:(laughed)soyoursoniskeepingyouaway

fromhavingthewomanyouwant?Talkabouta

slickmoveyohhereallyblockedyourways

Lovemore:imeanMorrishowcanLucasdosucha

thingtome?Ihadaconversationwithhimabout

thegirlandheseriouslylikesher.Ievenhadtolie

whenheaskedmeifilikedChioma

Morris:yoursonisteachingyouagoodlesson.

Maybeyouaredestinedtostaysingle

Lovemore:whileyouarehooked?Ohhellno

Morris:understandthatihavebeensinglefora

longtime.Thoughihaven'ttoldhimthatilikehim



Lovemore:oh?

Morris:yeah.Ididn'twanttoseemlikeimtaking

advantage.Ijustwanthimtobelievethatim

genuine.

Lovemore:ohwowyoureallyareinlove.Sotellme,

how'she?

Morris:Yellowbone,veryopinionated,outspoken,

strongwilled,independentandwhatattractsme

mostabouthimishowsillyhecanget.Imagine

datingsomeonewhocan'tmakeyoulaugh

Lovemore:ifyoulovehimsomuchwhydon'tyou

makethingsofficial?

Morris:idon'twanttooverwhelmhimhe'sstill

healingfromtheattack

Lovemore:ohyeahigetyounowwhatyoucando

issendthemessagesubtlyuntilhegetsit.Pay

attentiontothelittlethingshelikesthencapitalise

onthem

Morris:lookatyougivingmeadvicewhileyouare

notgettingany



Lovemore:don'tmentionitbroyoh

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.

InSouthAfrica...

NalefinishedanotherglassofwaterasTshepo

frownedlookingatherfanningherself...

Tshepo:isyourfoodhot?

Nale:noit'shotinhere

Tshepo:noit'snot

Nale:lookatmeTshepoimsweatingbullets

Tshepo:maybeyouarereachingmenopause

Nale:ohreallynow?

Tshepo:whatcanisay

Nale:letmegogetmyselfsomewaterthejaris



empty

Tsheposhookhisheadandfocusedonhisfood

whileNalestoodup.2,3,4stepsshetookasshe

felttheworldspinningandstopped...

Nale:Tshepoithinkimdizzy

Tshepo:Nalecome...(shecollapsed)Nale!

HejumpedoffhischairandattendedtoNalewho

laidonthefloorunconscious...

Tshepo:(softlyslappedher)Nalewakeup,Nale?

What'swrongwithyouwoman

Hesaidtakingthehotelphoneandcalledfor

medicalhelpwhiletryingtowakeherup...



Tshepo:don'tdieonmepleaseNalecomeon

Hesaidsoftlyslappingherbutsheneverresponded

untilthemedicscameandtookher.Hetookhiscar

keysandfollowedthemout.

AtKgangT&T...

Duncanclickedhistongueanddecidedtocall

Patience...

Patience:didshefinallycometohersenseandtell

youwhereshe'skeepingourson?

Duncan:howstupidandcanonebereally?Patience

leavemywifealonemaybeit'stimeyoulookedinto

yourexboyfriend.

Patience:reallynow?Onkabetsewouldneverdo

suchathingLornaistheonewhoiscapableofit

Duncan:soOnkabetseisasaint?



Patience:OnkabetsemovedonDuncan.It'sbeen

years

Duncan:butwecan'tignorethefactthathewas

abusivetowardsyouduringyourpregnancymore

thatheoncewishedJuniorwasdead

Patience:howdidyouknowaboutthat?

Ducan:iwentthroughyourprofileandnoticedthat

hesaidnastythingsbythetimeyouwerepregnant

Patience:soyoustillbelievethatthingofyoursis

innocent

Duncan:pleaserespectmywifePatience.Mywife

wouldneverdosuchathingandagaintheofficers

scrappedheroffthesuspectlist

Patience:butshehasmyson

Duncan:Patiencecanyoupleasetryandtalkto

Onkabetse

Patience:nowebothknowwhohasourchildand

youarerefusingtobelieveit

Duncan:Patience



Patience:yesDuncan

Duncan:imtryingtohelpyouhere,tohelpourson

Patience:ijaDuncaniwilltalktoOnkabetseit'sfine.

Kegoreyouwantmetotalktopeopleihaveno

intentionsoftalkingtowhilewebothknowthat...

Duncan:talktoOnkabetseandstopturningablind

tosomethingthatmightbethetruth

HehungupwhilePatiencesighedshakingher

head...

Kgomotso:and?

Patience:kantewhydoyoupeoplethinkOnkabetse

hasmyson?YesOnkabetsewashurtbut

Onkabetsewouldneverdothiskindofthing

Kgomotso:thefactthatthere'ssomeonewhoalso

thinkshemightbeinvolvedshouldbeaneye

opener

Patience:youknowwhatyouguysareannoyinglet



mecallOnkabetsenow(shedid)

Onkabetse:(coveredJunior'smouthwithhishand)

honey

Patience:honeymyfootwhere'smychild?

Onkabetse:yourchild?Whereandwhywoulditake

yourchildPatience?Ihavemovedonidon'thave

timetowastewithyounoranythingthathastodo

withyou

Patience:thankyou(hungup)didyouhearthat?

Nowyoupeopleshouldstopmakingmetalkto

peopleidon'twanttotalkto.Lornamustbringmy

sonfinishandklaar

ShesaidgoingoutsidewhileKgomotsoshookher

head,clappedonceandsatback.

Atthecells...

AnofficeropenedforPreciouswhoslowlymade



herwayinandgavehermotheralook.Theofficer

lockedupandleftwhilePreciousquietlylaiddown

withaneckbraceon...

Rona:resultsofbeingasnake

Precious:ihavenothingtosaytoyouRona

Rona:wellihavesomethingtosaytoyoumydear

child.Nexttimeiwon'tstophalfwaybutiwillmake

sureyoudie.ImeanPrecioushowdareyouhuh?

Whothehelldoyouthinkyouarethinkingthatyou

canplotagsinstmePreciousyouhavesomenerve

mychild.Youreallyaremychildandlookingoutfor

myselfwillalwayscomebeforeanything

Precious:soyoualmostkilledmeforwantingtodo

what'sright?

Rona:rightmyfoot.Sellingoutyourmotherisright

toyou?(shekeptquiet)ididn'tthinkso.Fromnow

onyouaregoingtobethechildanditheadultbutif

youwantbeanadulttellmenowsothaticanstart

invitingyourenemiestoyourfuneral



Precious:youareevil

Rona:(chuckled)youofallpeopleknowthatbetter

andifyoudon'tbehaveiwillshowyouasideofme

youwouldneverwanttoseeagaininyourmylife

ShelaidbackdownasPreciouslookedatherand

sighed.

InRasesa...

VusiparkedthecarunderthetreeshadeasMaki

hummedgettingoffandtooktheshoppingbags.

SheledwaytothehousewithVusicomingbehind

herbutfrownedandstoppedseeingwhatlooked

likewheelchairwheeltraces...

Maki:whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Vusi:whatisit?

Maki:arethesenotwheelchairtraces?



Vusi:ohhellno

Hesaidrushingtotheburglaronlyforittoopenas

hepulledit...

Maki:what!?

Shedroppedhershoppingbagsastheyopenedthe

frontdoor...

Maki:Victor!?

Vusi:madala?Madala?(Theyrantothebedroom)

Maki:howdidheleavethisplaceVusi,how!?Didi

notaskyoutolockthebedroom?

Vusi:idid,ilockedit

Maki:thenhowcomeVictorwentout?

Vusi:idon'tknow

Maki:doyouknowwhatthismeansVusi?Doyou



reallyknowwhatthismeans?

Vusi:nohewillcomebacktrustme

Maki:reallynowarethoseyourwordsofassurance?

Vusi:whatcanisay?Youcanseethathe'snothere

Maki:whoevertookVictorisgoingtoknowwhoi

am

Sheclickedhertongueandtookherphonedialing

thepolicewhileVusisearchedaroundthehouse.

AttheTaolo's...

Alexandergotoffthephonewithherguysand

calledDuncan...

Duncan:youdon'tknowhowanxiouslyihavebeen

waitingforthiscall

Alexander:wehavefinallymanagedtolocatehim.



HisrecentlocationsaysMolapowabojangrightnow.

Hisgrandmotherhasahousethere

Duncan:okletmecallthepolicerightaway

Hequicklyhungupanddialedthepolicewhilein

hisgrandmother'shouseOnkabetsetiedacloth

aroundacryingDuncanJr'smouth,tiedhishands

andlittlelegs.Heopenedthedoorandcheckedthe

coastoutsidethencarriedhim.Duncantriedtofight

butfailedhashisbabystrengthhelpedhimwith

nothing...

Onkabetse:yourmotherwillfeelthepainifeltwhen

shedumpedmelikeshit

Heclickedhistongueheadingtothepitlatrineat

thecorneroftheyardwhichwasafewmetresaway

fromtheotheryards.Heopeneditandlookedata

cryingandhelpless4yearoldDuncanJuniorand

heldhislegswithhisheadfacingdowninthehole...
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LittleDuncancriedhiseyesoutasthesmellof

feacesandurinegottohimwhileOnkabetse

swallowedandpulledhimbackup.Duncantriedto

fighthimbutitdidn'thelpashisstrengthdidn't

allowhim...

Onkabetse:thiswouldbeaneasywayoutforyour

mothermyboy.Yourmotherdeservestosufferfor

whatshedidtome.Idideverythingforthatwoman

myboy.Idideverythingforyourmotherbutshe



sawitfittoleavemefornextbigthing.Whatthe

hellisthat?Killingyouwillbemakingthingseasier

forher.Shewilllearntolivewiththepainbutnot

knowingifyouarestillaliveorhaveeatenoreven

warmwillslowlyeatherupuntilshedies.She'swill

learntonevermesswithanyonewhogenuinely

lovesher.Imeanlooknow,whatissheleftwith?

Nothing,hernextbigthingchosehiswifeinsteadof

her(laughed)whothehelldoesshethinksheis?

Hetookabigboxandputitinthebootthenthrew

Duncaninit...

Onkabetse:wearegoingforaverylongdrivemy

boy(hisphonerangashelaughed)speakofthe

devil.Yessfebe

Patience:Onkabetse,Onkabetseiwantmychild

please

Onkabetse:oh?Soyouknowhowtosayplease?

Patience:Onkabetsehowcanyoudothistome?



Onkabetse:soyouknowhowitfeelsnowneh?

Patience:excuseme?

Onkabetse:ilovedyouPatience.Iwaswillingto

giveyoumyworldbutnoyoudecidedtobeaharlot

andsleeparound.SiesPatiencewhosleepswith

theirboss?

Patience:sothisiswhatit'sabout?

Onkabetse:ofcoursebabyofcourse(chuckled)im

goingtoenjoyseeingyouslowlyloseyourlifeand

let'sjusthopethatyoursonisn'tbeingburntbyshit

inapitlatrinenow(helaughed)

Patience:Onkabetseno!Onka...(hehunguponher)

Duncan!

Shecriedoutloudasanofficersteppedonthe

accelerator.MeanwhilealaughingOnkabetse

decidedtoleavehiscarandtookDuncanoutofthe

box...

Onkabetse:comewearegoing



Duncan:(sniffed)iwantmymother

Onkabetse:ohyesmyboyimtakingyoutomama

Heuntiedhimandwentintothehouseandchecked

theoldsuitcasesforsomeoldbabyclothes.He

foundapairoftracksuitsandahatandchanged

littleDuncanintothem...

Onkabetse:nice.Youdonotsayaworduntilweget

homeok(Duncannodded)goodboy

Hetookhisphonewentthroughhistimelineand

putthephoneonthetable.Hetookabreadknife

andputsometomatosauceonitandputitonthe

tableaswell.Patiencecalledagainbuthejust

ignoreditandheadedoutwithlittleDuncan...

Onkabetse:rememberyoudon'tsayathing



BabyDuncannoddedasataxistoppedforthem.

Theyhoppedinasitheadedoffwhileontheirway

toMolapowabojangPatiencewouldn'tstopcrying...

Duncan:canyoupleasestopcryingPatience

Patience:youwouldsaythatbecauseyounever

caredaboutDuncan

Duncan:excuseme?

Patience:yesDuncanyounevercaredabout

Duncanyoupretendedtojusttousemeforsex

Duncan:wowPatienceifididn'tcareaboutDuncan

iwouldn'thavesentthemoneythatmadeyou

neglecthimand...

Officer:okcanwepleasecalmdownimtryingto

concentratehere.Youbickeringwillendupmaking

uslosehislocation.Justkeepquiet

Theyquietlylookedatoneanotherwhiletheofficer

steppedontheacceleratorcheckingifthebackup

teamwasbehindthem.MeanwhileattheDuncan's



mansionLornapacedaroundherroominthoughts...

Lorna:shehadnoremorseandtoldmeplentyof

timesofhowuselessiamandhowiwouldnever

experiencewhatbeingamotherfeelslike(scoffed)

likewhothehelldoesshethinksheis

SheclickedhertongueandcalledConstable

Kereng...

Kereng:ConstableKerenghello?

Lorna:goodafternoonsiryouarespeakingtoLorna

Duncan

Kereng:howmayibeofhelp?

Lorna:iwouldliketolayachargeoffalse

accusation,defamationofcharacterandchild

negligence

Kereng:againstwhoma'am?

Lorna:Patience,myformerhousehelper



Kereng:okmayyoupleasemakewaytothestation

sothatwedothisproperly?

Lorna:yessiriwill.Thankyou(shehungupand

calledAlexander)

Alexander:MrsDuncan?

Lorna:MrsTit'stimetotakeoutthebiggunsnow.I

wanttosuePatienceforsleepingwithmyhusband

Alexander:ohihavebeenwaitingforthis

Lorna:yeahihaveletherhavehermomentits

enoughsoit'stimeishowedherwhoisbetterat

playingthisgame.

Alexander:goodiwillbeonitrightaway

Lorna:great.Immakingwaytothestationnowto

layachargeonherforfalseaccusationsonher

son'sabduction,defamationofcharacterandchild

negligence

Alexander:wowyouarereallyouttogetheraren't

you

Lorna:shemessedwiththewrongwoman.She

thoughtiwasanidiotjustwatchinghershineinher



momentofglorylittledidsheknowiwasbrewing

thestormcomingherway.Letmegetgoing

Alexander:youwillletmeknowhowitwent

Lorna:yeahbye(theyhungup)Apple!?Apple!?

Apple:yesma?

Lorna:putonyourshoesweareleaving

Apple:wherearewegoing?

Lorna:therearesomeratsthatneedtobe

fumigatedinthesestreets

Shesaidputtingonhersunglassesandtookher

purseleadingthewayoutwhileApplesmiled

rushingtoherbedroomtochangehershoes.

InRasesa...

AworriedMakiwouldn'tstoppacingaroundwhile

Vusijustlookedathersittingdown...



Maki:whyarethesepoliceofficerstakingsolong

Vusi:sitdownmommy

Maku:sitdownVusi?Doyouknowtheseriouness

ofwhatjusthappened?Notonlyisourmealticket

missingbutshouldhefallinthewronghandswe

willbeindeepshit

Vusi:we?Rememberyouhavebeendoingthisall

aloneiontheotherhandhasbeen...

Maki:excuseme!?(Aknockcamethrough)about

damntime

Officer:goodafternoonma'amimofficer...

Maki:awheelchairboundoldmanismissingidon't

careaboutwhoyouare

Officer:wheelchairbound,howdoesthateven

happen?Howdoesapersonwhocan'tmoveon

theirowngomissing?

Maki:sodiwheelchairtsakogalonatsonegadi

tsamaeakere?(Wheelchairsfromwhereyouare

fromdon'tworkright)



Officer:excuseme?

Maki:imnotgoingtodothiswithyou.Isteppedout

totheshopsandleftthisyoungboyinthehouse

(Vusifrowned).Hedecidedtogobathandleave

himinthelivingroomonlytonotfindhiminthe

housewhenhefinished

Officer:whydidn'thecallthepolice?

Maki:hepanickedandcalledme

Officer:whyareyouansweringforhim?

Maki:can'tyouseethathe'sinshockandstressed

thathemighthavelostanunableperson?

TheofficersquinthiseyeslookingatMakiandVusi

whoswallowedlookingawayandhelookedbackat

Maki...

Officer:whatwashewearing?

Maki:greypantsandablackpoloneckwithblack

sneakers



Officer:whyareyouansweringallthequestions?

Maki:heebathongiminothiswife?

Officer:youtellme

Maki:ibathethatmanbeforeleavingsoobvuiously

imgoingtoknowwhathewaswearing

Officer:okwewillputawordoutthereandstartthe

search

Maki:youbetterfindhim.Hecan'tgofar

Officer:iwillbeintouch

Heleftbutstoppedatthedoorandturnedtothem

thenleft...

Vusi:nexttimewarnmeplease

Maki:ihadtoquicklycomeupwithabelievable

storyordoyouwanttogotojailfornegligenceand

mistreatingacripple?(Hekeptquiet)ididn'tthink

so.Helpmeunpackthesethings



Vusi:kantewhydoyoualwayshavetobuy

groceriesinbits?Whycan'tyoubuyeverythingall

atonce?

Maki:asfarasimconcernedthepeopleofRasesa

knowthatwearelivingofVictor'spansionmoney.

Nowthesepoliceofficersbetterfindhimandthey

betterdosofast(scoffed)he'ssogoingtoknowme

whenhecomesback

Sheclickedhertongueastheypackedthegroceries

intotheshelves.

InMolapowabojang...

TheyarrivedinMolapowabojangandassoonas

theoldwomanheardthecarsstopoutsideshe

rushedtothebedroomandliedonthebedwith

sunglasseson...

Officers:thecarisheresohemustbeinhere



Duncan:ormaybeheleftit

Officer:canyoupleasecallhimagain

Withtheteamgoingtothepitlatrine,Patiencetook

herphoneandcalledhimagainasitranginside...

Officer:he'sdefinitelyinhere.Onkabetseit'sthe

policewhateveryouweretryingtodokindly

surrender.(Therewasnoresponse)Onkabetse?We

aregoingtokickthedoorinacountofthree.3...2...

Duncandecidedtokickthedooropenonlytofind

noone...

Officer:hello?

Patience:howstupidcanyoube?Can'tyouseethat

he'sgone

Officer:nolet'scheckalltherooms



Theywentthroughtheroomsuntiltheytheold

woman'sroom...

Officer:mama?Mme?Ma?(Shejustlaidthere)

mmecanyouhearme?

Patience:canyoustopactingupiknowyoucan...

Sheremovedthesunglasseswhiletheoldwoman

juststarredintospace.Duncanmovedhishand

overherfacebutshedidn'tmovehereyeballsnor

blink...

Duncan:uhu,mama?Canyouhearus?Whereis

Onkabetse?

Theoldwomanjustlaidtherewithnoresponse...



Officer:iguessshe'smuteanddeafthat'swhythis

boyisabletodothesekindofthingsinherhouse.

Guyscallthehospitalweare...

Patience:no!

Shescreamedreadingamessagethatjustreported

inherphone...

Officer:whatisit?(Shetrembledshowinghim)"you

haven'tstartedlooking.Youareyettolook.Letthe

gamesbegin.Laughingemojis"shitindeedhe's

gone

Patience:mychildDuncanmychild!

SheburstintotearswhileDuncansighedand

gruntedrubbinghishead.Hekickedthedoor

annoyedwhileinaveldOnkabetserolledataxi

driver'sdeadbodydeepintothebushandthrewhis

phoneathim.Hewhistledgoingtothetaxiand

droveawaywithbabyDuncan.



InMochudi...

AfterdrivingforawhilelookingfortheMoeti's

compoundtheyfinallyfoundit...

Victor:yesthat'sittherestopthecar

Man:oldmanrememberyoucan'twalkstayinthe

car

HegotoffandwenttoknockwhileVictorsatthere

hopingforthebest.Theyoungmanknockedand

knockedbutgotnoresponseuntilaneighbour

openedtheirgate...

Lady:sorrysirhowcanihelpyou?

Man:wearelookingforMayaMoeti

Lady:shestaysinGaborone



Man:ohreally?Youknowheraddress?

Lady:nobutmyniecesayssheworksforthebus

companyshe'saconductorat

Man:ohthat'sgreatcanwepleasehavethename

ofthecompany?

Lady:Kgangtravelandtours

Man:ohokthankyoumama

Lady:youarewelcomebutwaithowtrueisitthat

Ronawasbewitchingher?

Man:ahthatidon'tknowallweknowisthatshe

kepthersisterhostagefor16years

Hesaidgoingbacktothecarwhilethewoman

clappedonceandwentbackintoheryard...

Victor:and?

Man:let'stakeyoutoyourdaughtersir.Shejust

gavemeanaddressofwheresheis.She'sin

Gaborone



Victor:goodlet'sgo

Theyoungmansteppedontheacceleratorheading

toGaboronewhileinSouthAfricaTshepostopped

pacingaroundasthedoctorcametohim...

Tshepo:Doccanyou...

Dr:pleasesitdown

Tshepo:doctorismywifeok?

Dr:sirimafraidyouguyshavetogobackhomeas

soonaspossible

Tshepo:(frowned)why?

Dr:yourwife'sconditionisdeterioratingeach

second

Tshepo:whatiswrongwithmywomandoctor?

Dr:bothherkidneysaredeadsheneedsadonor

andverysoon

Tshepo:what!?



Dr:henceimsuggestingyougobackhomeASAP

sothatyouhaveallthepossiblematchestested

againsther

Tshepo:okwhatdoweneed?

Dr:wejustneedtoorganiseforhertobeairlifted

Tshepo:isitpossiblewedoittonightsothatby

tomorrowwetakeoffthetestingprocess

Dr:yeahitsnotaproblem

Tshepo:thankyouDoctor.Caniseeher?

Dr:justforafewseconds.She'sconnectedtoalot

ofmachines

Tshepo:isshebreathingonherownthough?

Dr:yes

Tshepo:okthat'spromising

Dr:butthelongeryoutaketomakesureshe's

helpedthemorechancesofhernotmakingitgo

high

Tshepo:okibelievewewillfindadonorforher

soonletmegoseeher



Dr:noproblem

Hefollowedthedoctorintotheroom.

ANHOURLATER

InRamotswa...

AfterspeakingtothepolicePatienceandDuncan

followedoneanotheroutwithPatience'squietand

hereyesredandpuffy.Apolicecarstoppedoutside

thestationasKerengandafemaleofficercame

out...

Kereng:justthepersonwearelookingfor

Patience:(frowned)areyoutalkingtome?

Kereng:ofcourse,Patienceyouhavebeenarrested

forfalseaccusationofMrsLornaDuncanaboutthe



whereaboutsofyourson,defamationofcharacter

andchildnegligenceofDuncanJuniorDuncan

Patience:what!?Du...

Kereng:whateveryousayordowillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw.Youhavetherighttoremain

silentandifyoucan'taffordalawyerthestateshall

provideyouwithone.Officerarresther

Patience:nothismustbeamistake!Duncando

somethingdon'tjuststandthere!Ouch!Mysonis

missingforcryingoutloudimeanwhothehellis

shetoreportmefornegligencewhileshe...Duncan

man!Ow!

Sheshoutedandscreamedasthefemaleofficer

tookhertothevanwhileDuncanlookedonshaking

hishead...

Duncan:wow

MeanwhileinKgangT&T,theelderlymanandthe



youngmanpushedVictorintothebuildingasthe

receptionistsmiledatthem.Mayacamedown

tuckingherhairbehindherearandgavethe

receptionistafile...

Maya:punchtheseinforme

Lady:okma'am

Maya:(smiled)gooddaygentlemen

SheheadedbacktoherofficewhileVictor'sheart

racedlookingatherdisappearintotheelevator...

Lady:sorryaboutthatgentlemen.Howmayibeof

helpagain?

^

^

^

^



^
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Man:wearelookingforMayaMoeti

Lady:aobutshe'stheladywhojustgreetedyou

guys.Whoareyouandwhatwouldyoulikefrom

her?

Man:weareallthewayfromRasesawiththisman.

HisnameisVictorLentsweandhe'sherfatherand

hasbeenlookingforherforthelongestoftimenow

Lady:(frowned)ohokletmecallheroffice.You

maybeseated

TheytooktheirseatswhileVictoranxiouslywaited

asshecalledMaya'soffice.Therewasnoanswer

asshecalledagain...



Lady:she'snotansweringherofficelineletme

checkifthebossknowswhereshecouldbe(she

dialedJoshua'sline)

Joshua:(laughed)youaresosilly.It'syourbirthday

weekendhowareplanningtospendit?

Maya:honestlyijustwanttobeinchurchtothank

Godfortheamazingthingshehasdoneformethus

farthesepasttwoweeks

Joshua:ohokandsaturday?

Maya:answeryourphonetlherraihavenoplans

butimplanningtogomeetwiththepraiseand

worshipteamofMrTaolo'schurchinthemorning

fortheirrehearsal

Joshua:isee.(Pickedbeforeitcut)Jojo

Jojo:sirdoyoubyanychanceknowwhereMs

Moeticouldbe?

Joshua:she'swithmewhat'sup?

Jojo:therearemenherelookingforher

Joshua:(putheronloudspeaker)men?



Jojo:yessirtheysaytheyarefromRasesaandone

ofthemisVictorLentswe

Maya:(heartskippedasshesatup)who!?

Jojo:VictorLentswema'amthemenyoujust

greeteddownherearelookingforyou

Maya:ohmyword.Bringthemupplease

Jojo:ok

Joshua:andfixrefreshmentsforuswhileatitok

Jojo:yessir

TheyhungupasMayastoodupandexhaled

holdingherforehead...

Joshua:areyouoklove?

Maya:imabouttomeetmydad,im...(smiled)

Joshuaimabouttomeetmyfather

Joshua:justtrytorelax

Maya:howdidhefindmelikehow...ohgoshim



nervous.Iliterallysawhimdownstairs(frowned)

buthewasn'treallyinagoodstate.Wherehashe

been...

Joshua:(chuckled)okokloveyouaregoingto

burstyourheadnowjustbreathand...(aknock

camethroughasshewidenedhereyes)relaxlove

relax

HewenttothedoorwhileMayaswallowedwithher

heartracing...

Joshua:thankyouJojo.Befastwiththe

refreshmentsok

Jojo:yessir

Joshua:(smiled)pleasecomeingentlemen

TheywentinpushingVictorwholookedaroundthe

nicelyandwarmdecoratedofficewhileMaya

quietlylookedathim...



Joshua:welcometoKgangTravelandtoursplease

haveaseat.(Theydid)ihearyouareheretoseeMs

Moetisoiwillexcusemyselfthereceptionistwill...

Maya:pleasestay

Joshua:butidon'twanttoimpose

Maya:it'sokyouwon'tbeimposing

Joshua:okthen(hesatdown)

Man:gooddayMsMoeti

Maya:(swallowed)gooddaysir

Man:thisisVictorLentswewearecomingwithhim

fromRasesaasheaskedustobringhimhere.

Madalayoucantakeover

Victor:(withhisshakyvoice)ngwanaka(mychild)

HearingthatwordmadeMaya'sheartskipabeat

withgoosebumpsemergingasshescoffed

coveringhermouthandtearsrolleddownhereyes.

Joshuasoftlysmiledashelookedatherfeeding



fromheremotions...

Victoria:Imsososorrymygirl.Iamreallysorryfor

whatididtoyou.Iknowitmayseemkindofselfish

ofmetocomelookingforyouinthesituationand

ageiminrightnow.It'stypicaloffatherswho

adandontheirchildrenbutpleasebelievemewheni

sayihavelongyearnedforyoumygirl.Ioweyou

andyourmotherapologiesandevenifyoudon't

acceptthemiwouldtotalyunderstandbecause

whatididisnotrightatall.Ileftyouguyswhenyou

neededmethemost.(Mayasniffed)ibelieveyou

arewonderinghowiknowyourname,yourmom

toldmeaftershegavebirthtoyouthatshenamed

youMayawhichmeansagoodcourageouswoman

withalotofloveandbylookingatyouyou

epitomizethat

Maya:(tearfullysmiled)thankyousomuch(sniffed)

shetoldmethatshetoldyouwhoshenamedme

aftergivingbirth

Victor:isshealive?



Maya:yes.She'sathomenow.Whereareyou

staying?

Victor:ihavenohome

Maya:(frowned)What?

Victor:thewomanimarriedhasbroughther

boyfriendinourhouse.

Man:pleasetellherthatshe'salsomistreatingyou.

Mygirlifididn'thearthismanhittingtheburglar

doorwewouldn'tbeheretoday.Yourfatherhas

beenkeptaprisoner

Maya:What!?(JoshuashookhisheadasJojo

broughttherefreshments)thankyouJojo(sheleft)

Man:imtellingyou

Maya:whywouldshedosomethinglikethat?

Victor:idon'tknowitlookslikeiwasthefinance

ministerofthathousewhilewearetalkingnowim

notevensureifihavemoneyonmynameornot

Maya:nothisisnotright.Dotheygiveyouyour

medicationatleast?



Victor:yes

Maya:andfood?

Victor:ihavebeeneatingsoftporridge3timesa

dayeversinceicameoutofthehospitalaftermy

accidentatthemine.Whenimluckyigettoeatrice

andsoup.Mybonesareinpainbecausewhenever

she'sangryshehitsmeandifalloffthewheelchair

Joshua:thisissowrongwehavetodosomething

aboutthisMaya

Maya:ohdefinitelyweare.Imgoingtocallthe

policeandwearegoingtohavethatwoman

arrestedforill-treatinganunableperson.

Joshua:iwillalsogettoseeifwecan'tfinda

chiropractorspecialistforhim.Thatisabone

doctorMrLentswe,forhimtotakealookatyour

bones

Maya:anyotherillnesses?

Victor:(coughed)ihaveTB

Maya:ohokwewillmakesureyougetallthehelp

youmayneed.Asforthatwomanshe'sgoingto



regretevertakingadvantageofyou.What'sher

nameagain?

Victor:Maki

Maya:ok.Forustobeabletocarryoutalltheseim

goingtoneedyoutostayclosertome.Woulditbe

possibletogethimahomenurselove?

Joshua:anythingyouwantjustsayitlove

Maya:thankyou

Victor:imsosorryonceagain

Maya:that'sallinthepast.Lifeonit'sownisa

lesson.Youlearnasyoulive.Whatmattersnowis

forustolookintothefutureandmakeupforlost

time

Victor:canihugyou?

Maya:(smiled)it'snotaproblem

Sheleaneddownandhuggedhimwhilehishands

shookashehuggedherback...



Maya:letmecallthepolice

ShetookherphoneandcalledwhileJoshuaandthe

mencaughtuphavingtheirrefreshments.

InRasesa...

VusicameoutofthebathroomwhileMakiwent

throughherphone...

Maki:waitsethisMayagirlhasn'tgottenbacktome

yet.Maybeishouldsendheramessage

Vusi:speakingofherwhatifVictorwenttoher?

Maki:huh?

Vusi:imeanthinkaboutitmommythisguyhas

beencryingaboutfindingthischildofhisandthe

onechancehegetsbeingaloneheescapes

Maki:youcouldberightVusibuthowdidhegetout



ofherewhotookhim?

Vusi:rememberwedidn'tlockthefrontdoor

Maki:butwelockedtheburglarandhisroom

Vusi:maybehehasasparekey

Maki:whenandhowdidhemakethesparekey?

Vusi:alockcomeswith2keysdoyouknowwhere

theotherkeyis?

Maki:no

Vusi:thereyouhaveit.Hewasjustwaitingforthe

dayweleavehimaloneandthenheescapes

Maki:thatgoodfornothingrubbernecksiesman!

Vusi:weneedtorunbecauseshouldhefindthis

Mayaofhiswewillbeindeepshit

Maki:saywerunawaywhowilltakecareofhis

daughter'sschoolfees?Imnotgoingtoletmychild

sufferlikethat

Vusi:whatotherchoicedowehave?Otherkids

worktwojobstopayfortheirtuitionwhycan'tshe?



Maki:mychildhasafathershe'snotgoingto

labourwhileshehasafather

Vusi:butchancesarehe'sgoneandwecouldbe

goingtojailsoon

Maki:(scoffed)Makigotojail?Youdon'tknowme

myboyVictorisgoingtocomebackherewhether

hehasfoundthatgoodfornothingdaughterofhis

ornot

Vusi:whatareyouthinkingofdoing?Makiidon't

wanttotakerisks

Maki:lookit'seitheryoustickupwithmeandgrow

apairorleave.Iforoneamnotgoingtoturnintoa

cowardjustbecauseamanhasfoundadaughter

heneglected.Hellnomyboylethimfindherthey

willfindmehere.Waiting

ShechuckeldmutteringwhileVusisighedand

shookhishead.

AttheAdiole's...



Sundaetookabreakfromherstudyingand

switchedonherwifiasmessagesreported.There

wasnomessagefromLucasyetasshesighed

goingtoherfacebookmessengerandrespondedto

Saint...

Sundae:hello?

Saint:imsorrytobotheryoubutijustwantedtosay

youareafighter

Sundae:sorry?

Saint:iwasatthesamedebatecompetitionyou

wereapartofamonthandsomeweeksagosoi

sawyouthereandtobehonestwithyou,theway

youtackledallthequestionswasgreat.Your

counterattacksaswellwerejustfire

Sundae:ohthankyou.Whichschoolwereyou

representing?

Saint:Rainbow

Sundae:ohokyouguysfoughtagoodfighttoo



though

Saint:yeahbutyourepresentedWestwoodreally

well

Sundae: iguesswecansayarguingismything.

Meaningfularguingatthat

Saint: youaresofunny.Sowheredoyou

reside?

Sundae:phase4

Saint:ohokiminBlock8

Sundae:ohok

Saint:wouldyoumindifiaskedforameetup?

Sundae:(frowned)imabusypersonheybutifimay,

whywouldyouwanttomeetupwithme?

Saint:justtogettoknowyouonabetterlevel

Sundae:imonebusyperson.

Saint:butweonschoolholidays

Sundae:wedon'thaveahousehelperheresoido

mostofthechores.Theladywhohelpsonlycomes



onceaweektodothoroughcleaningandlaundry

onSaturdays.Sointhemiddleoftheweekitsmy

turn

Saint:ohisee.Don'tyouhavesiblings?

Sundae:noit'sjustmeandmyaunt.Myaunt

spendsmostofherdayatwork

Saint:okthenmaybeicancomeovertoyourhouse

Sundae:no

Saint: ahjustlikethat?

Sundae:yes.Imagirlchildandiwouldn'tbe

comfortablebeingwithaguyjustasthetwoofus

inanenclosedarea

Saint:youthinkiwoulddosomethingtoyou?

Sundae:nottoberudebutyoucan'ttrustanyone

thesedays.Plusmyauntdoesn'tlikehaving

strangersinherhouse.

Saint:ohisee.Ohwellthenihopetoseeyouwhen

youarelessbusy?

Sundae:wewillseeaboutit



Saint:whatsappnumber?

Sundae:ipreferwesticktochattingthrough

facebookmessengeronly

Saint:

Sundae:ihaveenoughcontactsandunlessidelete

onethere'snospaceforyou

Saint:whathaveidonetoyou?

Sundae:y'allgetweirdwhenwegettothegreen

appsoiwillpassfornow

Saint:whyareyousodifficult?

Sundae:imnotandactuallyihavetogo.We'lltalk

Saint:sure.Mxm

Hethrewhisphoneonhisdeskandgrunted

rubbinghisphonewhileSundaechuckledgoing

downstairsandcalledLucas.

Atthepolicestation...



LornasatbehindtheglassasPatiencecame

throughthedoorandstopped...

Patience:really?Youcallthisavisitor?Im

expectingalaywerandyoucallmeforthis?

Officer:Patiencetakeyourseatplease

Patience:thisisajoketakemebacktomycell

Officer:sitdown

Shesquinthereyesattheofficerandsniffed

sitting...

Patience:yeahiguessyouareheretogloat

Lorna:evenbehindbarsyouarestillvile

Patience:ifyouthinkimgoingtoletyougetaway

withthisthenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Lorna:ohisit?(Chuckled)yourlevelofself-



confidencereallyamazesmeyouknow.Ienvyyou

Patience:mxm

Lorna:didyoureallythinkiwasthatstupidPatience?

Youmighthavemanagedtogetinbedwithmy

husbandforfouryearsbutlookatwhereyouare

now.Patheticbehindbarsexactlywhereidiotslike

youbelong.Ohtrustmeimgoingtoenjoyskinning

youalivemylove.Youseeyourfewsecondsof

gloryyouenjoyedthepastfewdayswillbeavery

distantmemoryyouwishtovividlyrecall.Imgoing

toripyoursoulapartandhaveyoubegformercy

Patience:yeahright

Lorna:yeahrightandthatchildyouthoughtyou

couldusetobreakmymarriageisthesamechild

that'sgoingtosolidifymymarriage

Patience:idareyouto....

Lorna:ah-uhah-uhbabygirlrelax,calmdown.Im

goingtofindDuncanandimgoingtomakesure

thatallhismemoriesofyouandhimareblurry

Patience:Lornaimwarningyou



Lorna:nexttimeyouwanttogetintobedwiththe

devilstudythemfirst.Seeyouinhellbitch

SheclickedhertongueandleftasPatience

swallowed...

Patience:Lorna!Lornacomebackhere!Lorna!

Lo....shit!

Officer:backtoyourcellmydearcome

Sheclickedhertongueandledthewaybacktoher

cell.

THATEVENING

InRasesa...

MakiquietlycookedinthekitchenwhileVusi



watchedtvsmokinghisweed.Acarstopped

outsideastheybothfrownedlookingatoneanother.

OutsidetwopoliceofficersandconstableKereng

cameoutfollowedbyMaya,JoshuaandVictorwith

thetwomen...

Kereng:knockknock

Maki:whoisit?

Kereng:thepolicepleaseopenup(theyquietly

lookedatoneanotherasVusi'sheartraced)knock

knock!?

Vusi:(whispered)whatdidisaytoyou?

Maki:canyoupleaserelax.Ohimcomingsirplease

tellmethatyoufoundmyhusband(sheopenedand

frownedtoawholecrew)uhu.Victor

Kereng:goodeveningma'am

Maki:evening.Victorwherehaveyoubeen?Where

doyougetallthesepeople?

Maya:waitareyounotthesamewomanwho

contactedmeaboutorganicproductstheotherday?



Maki:it'sme

Maya:whatwereintensionsreally?

Maki:idon'thavetoexplainmyselftoyouwhati

wanttoknowiswheremyhusbandisfrom

Kereng:wouldn'tyouknowifyoureallycaredabout

him?

Maki:excuseme?

Kereng:MrsMakiLentsweyouhavebeenarrested

formistreatingandneglectinganunableman

Maki:what!?

Kereng:youhavetherighttoremainsilentandtoa

lawyerbutifyoucan'taffordonethestateshall

provideyouwithoneandwhateveryousayordo

willbeusedagainstyouinthecourtoflaw

Maki:(scoffedgoingbackinside)youmustbe

kiddingme.Neglectmyhusband?Didhetellyou

thatheescapedwhilethisyoungmanwasbathing?

Man:Makidon'tlieplease.Wefoundthismanalone

Maki:ohsoyouarethemenwhotookmyhusband



outofhishouse?Officerthesearethepeopleyou

shouldbearrestingnotme,theytookawayan

unableman

Man:tosafety

Maki:excuseme?Ifhewasnotsafeinthishouse

wouldn'thehavelongreportedthatorescaped?

Man:howwouldhereportwhenhehadnophone?

Maki:areyousureaboutthat?Vusipleasebringmy

husband'sphoneforme

Victor:Makistoplyingyouknowhowyouhave

beentreatingme

Maki:yesihavebeentreatingyouwithloveand

care.

Maya:constablecanyouarrestthiswomanalready

Maki:eh-ehnananotinmyhouseok?Youbettersit

back.Officerifididn'tcareaboutthismanwould

hisroomlooklikethewayitdoesnow?Youcango

inandcheckforyourself



KerengsquinthiseyesandwentinwhileMayaand

Joshualookedatoneanother...

Maki:andagainifididn'tcareaboutmyhusband

wouldibesleepingwithhim?

Victor:Makiyouarelying

Maki:(tearsbuiltinhereyes)Victorwhydon'tyou

justtellmeifyouwanttodivorceme?Ihavebeen

nothingbutagoodwifetoyouVictorallthethingsi

havebeendoingwerebecauseiloveyou

Victor:Makicanyoupleasestopit.Youarealways

abusingme

Maki:me?Abuseyou?(Burstintotears)Victor!?

Man:Maki...

Maki:youshutupbecauseyoudon'tknowanything

igothroughmakingsurethatthismanis

comfortable.Rightnowimbusyinthekitchen

makingawarmmealforustoeat

Maya:whileyoudon'tknowwhereheis?Wow



Maki:wecangotothepoliceandaskthemifi

didn'treporthimmissingwhenwenoticedthathe's

nothere.(Sniffed)Victorifyouwanttoleavemedo

sobutdonottryandtaintmynamelikethatplease.

Legonewhere'sproofthatimabusingyou?Huh

Victor:Makiyouarealwaysbeatingmeup

Maki:whereistheproofVictorfirstofalllookatthe

clothesyouarewearing.Didinotbathyoubefore

leavingfortheshops?(Hekeptquiet)didinot

Victor?

Kereng:(sighed)imsorrybutican'tarrestherthe

houseiscleanandthere'snoproofthatshehas

beenabusinghim

Man:butwearetellingyoudetective

Kereng:yesyouaretellingmebutineedproofi

can'tgotoacourtoflawwithjustawordofmouth

Maki:(crying)exactly

Maya:whatabouttheyoungboyfriendyouhavein

yourmaritalhome?

Maki:ican'tbelieveihavetoexplainmyselftoa



younggirllikeyou.Victordoyouseewhatyouare

doing?(Crying)onthogisakabanaVictoristhisyou

showingmehowyouloveme?Vusiismycousin's

son

Victor:ohpleaseMakiwouldyoustopit.Constable

gothroughtheirphonesnow

Maki:nooneisgoingtogothroughmyphone

withoutanofficialorderfromthecourt

Kereng:she'sright(Victorbreathedheavilylooking

ather)thiswashonestlyatotalwasteofmytime.

MrsLentswepleaseforgiveus

Maya:butdetectivewe...

Kereng:noMsMoeti

Joshua:it'sokloveit'sok

Kereng:goodbye(heleftwiththeotherofficers)

Maya:getyourthingsdad

Maki:Victorisnotgoinganywhere

Maya:ohoktheniwillgetthemforhim

Maki:shouldicalltheofficerbacksothathe



arrestsyoufortrespassing?(Shekeptquiet)ididn't

thinksonowpleasegetoutofmyhouse

Joshua:itsoklove.MrLentsweareyoucoming

withusoryouarestaying?

Victor:imcomingwithyou

Maki:Victoryou...

Joshua:sinceyouknowsomuchaboutrightsi

believeyouwouldknowthatwetherhe'smarriedto

youornothestillhastherighttochoosewherehe

wantstostayandagainitwillbewithhisdaughter.

Comelet'sgo

Maki:iseeyouwantafightandtrustmethat's

exactlywhatyouaregoingtoget

Maya:(turned)iwouldlovetoseeyoutry

ShefollowedJoshuaoutwhileMakibreathed

heavilylookingatthemleavewithhim.She

slammedthedoorandclickedhertongue...



Vusi:(sighedoutofrelief)yohyouareawonderful

actress

Maki:(wipingherface)itoldyouimnotgoingtogo

toprison.Nowwehavetoworkonmakingsure

Victorcomesbackhome

Vusi:ahnoirespectyousowhateveryouthinkis

bestyouhavemyfullsupport

Maki:thisgirlisyettolearnwhoshe'sdealingwith.

Sheclickedhertonguegoingbacktothekitchen.

AttheDuncan's...

Duncan'sphonereceivedamessageasthey

watchedtvinthelivingroom.Hesighedtakingit

butjumpedashehiseyeslandedonapictureofa

cryingDuncan...

Duncan:what!?



Lorna:whatisit?

Duncan:look(heshowedher)

Lorna:atleasthe'salive

Duncan:weneedtofindmychildLorna.Mychildis

insomuchpainwhileimhere...(anothermessage

reported).

+267:P350Kandhe'sbackinyourhands

Duncan:what!?

Lorna:whatisit?

Duncan:thisguyisdemanding350Kforhisreturn

Lorna:ishecrazy!?WeneedtotellAlexanderabout

thismaybetheycantracethisnumber

+267:youhave48hrsorelsehewillstartlosinga

bodyparteachhourafterthat(Duncanswallowed)

Lorna:whatisit?(Hegaveherthephone)nothis

guyisalunaticletmecallMrsTaolo

Apple:whatyoucandofornowdadistokeepthe

chatgoingibelievethere'sawaywecantriangulate

hislocationthroughthetexts



Duncan:whatdoisay?

Saint:justkeepthechatgoing.Trytonegotiateor

something

MeanwhileApplerantoherroomwhileLornacalled

Alexander...

Guy:hello?

Apple:mydadiscommunicatingwithanumberon

hisphonerightnowistherenowayyoucangetthe

locationofwherethemessagesarebeingsentfrom

Guy:ithinkthere'sawayletmegetonit

Apple:beasquickaspossibleplease

Guy:sure

Alexander:okiwillgetmyguyonitimmediately

let'sjusthopehekeepsthenumberon

Lorna:thanks

Duncan:guyshe'snolongerresponding



Lorna:trycallinghim

HedidasitjustrangwhileinahouseOnkabetse

smiledlookingatDuncan'sendlessphonecalls.He

chuckledandstartedsingingcaressingacrying

DuncanJunior'shead...

Onkabetse:twinkletwinklelittlestarhoware

wonderwhatyouareupabovetheworldsohigh

likeadiamondinthesky....

Heburstintoaloudlaughwhileatraumatized

Duncancriedoutloud.

^

^

^

^

^
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Duncantriedtosendhimamessageagainbuthe

neverrespondedashecalledonemoretime...

Lorna:stillnothing?

Duncan:nothing(heavedahugesigh)imhonestly

lostforideasidon'tknowanymore

Apple:don'tworrydadwearegoingtofindhimand

wearegoingtofindhiminonepiece

Duncan:wherewilliget350Kin2daysApple?

Unlessicashoutthefamilysavingsbutyouknowit

wouldtakesometimeforthebanktoauthorizesuch

atransaction.Ihavefailedmysoni...

Lorna:noimnotgoingtoletyousaythatnordo

thattoyourselfwearegoingtofindDuncanandas

Applesaysinonepiece



Duncan:let'sfacerealityguystheroadtothatis

blurredandthin

Lorna:ifitmeansusgettingthinnerthenweshall.I

wouldneverallowachildofthisfamilygothrough

suchandnotcomeoutvictorious.Wewillhaveto

negotiatewiththisguyandtellhimwecanget40%

oftheamounthe'saskingwhilewewaitonthebank

toauthorizetheremainingbalance

Duncan:wherewillweget140k?

Lorna:imawomanandawomanalwayskeeps

somethingontheside.Ihaveabout200Kinmy

hiddenstashsowecantakeitandgiveittohim

Saint:ma?

Lorna:don'taskalotofquestions.Iputthatmoney

awayforsituationslikethis.Let'stryandcontact

him

Duncan:whyareyoudoingthis?Whyareyoubeing

sonice?

Lorna:Duncanisachildandnomatterhowmuch

imangryathisparentshedoesn'tdeservetosuffer



becauseoftheirsins.Nowcalltheguy

Apple:(phonerang)nowait

All:huh?

Apple:hello?

Guy:ihavemanagedtogethislocationhe'sin

someplaceinKanyecalled....Gasita

Apple:ohoksendmethelocationnow

Guy:it'sgoingtotaketimeformetobeabletosend

it.Icanjustgowithyouguysifyouareplanningto

gonow

Apple:Ofcourseweare

Guy:coolletmetalktomydadsothathecandrive

me.Wewillcommunicatewhileontheway

Apple:okcool.(Hungup)okguysitlookslikewe

mighthavetodrivetoGasitainKanye

Lorna:Ga-what?

Apple:let'sgoandnotwastetime

Duncan:weneedtocallthepolicefirst



Apple:papathosearejustgoingtowasteourtime

andagainthefatherofthepersonwhojustcalledis

ahighrankingpoliceofficer

Duncan:whoishe?

Saint:stopaskingquestionsdadlet'sgo,let'smove

it

Duncan:ok

Theyquicklyputtheirshoesonandleftwhilein

KanyeOnkabetsesmiledgivingDuncansome

water...

Onkabetse:goodboy

Duncan:ke...ke...(swallowed)kebatlamama(iwant

mymother)(heburstintomoretears)

Onkabetse:yourcryingiswhat'sgoingtogetinto

mynerves.Youaregoingtomakemekillyou

beforetime(heclickedhistongue)idon't

understandwhythisoldwomanistakingsolongto

talktomesheshouldbeoutofthathospitalbynow



HesaidgoingthroughhisphonewhileDuncanfell

onhisbackandcriedrollingonthefloor...

Onkabetse:shutup!

Duncan:(crying)mama!Mama!

Onkabetse:isaidshutup!

Hesaidkickinghimhardonhisheadandhe

instantlywentquietandlaidthereasOnkabetse

clickedhistongue...

Onkabetse:howmanytimesshoulditellyouto

keepquiet?Sonofabitch,bloodylittlepieceofshit!

(Hemadeacall)boy

Guy:dudeimstillwaitingformagrizakanashe

hasn'tmadeherwayoutyet

Onkabetse:whatistakinghersolong?



Guy:idon'tknowandthemoretimeshe...ohwaiti

thinkiseesomeonecoming

Onkabetse:let'shopeit'sher

Guy:ithinkit'sher

Awomanwhistledasheputthephonedownand

startedthecarslowlyreversingout.Dressedina

nursesuniformtheoldwomanjumpedintothecar

andsighed...

Woman:let'sgo

Onkabetse:isthatyou?

Woman:yesimanagedtogetoutweareonour

wayok

Onkabetse:youhaveonehour40minutestobe

here

Woman:don'tworry.Istheyoungboystillwithyou?

Onkabetse:ofcourse



Woman:goodletmecallthatmanandtellhimwe

willbebyhishouseatmidnight

Onkabetse:cool(theyhungup)

Woman:thatnursethoughtshecouldfightme

clearlyshedidn'tknowwhoiam

Theguychuckleddrivingpastthesecuritywhile

insideanalarmrang...

Dr:apatientjustescapedapatientjustescaped!

Thattimethecarwasflyingofftheroadwhilethey

rushedaseverelybleedingnursetohelp...

Dr:callthepolicerightaway

Thefrontdesknursedid.



AtJoshua'shouse...

Mayasighedcomingoutofthebathroomwhile

Joshuaputhisbookdownandtookoffhis

glasses...

Maya:whatiswrongwiththatwomanthough?

Joshua:youcanaskyourselfthatquestionagain

Maya:anddadneedshismedication

Joshua:don'tworrywewilltakehimtothehospital

firstthinginthemorning

Maya:butweneedtofindawaytoprovethat

indeedshehasbeenabusinghim.Shecan'tjust

walkscotfreelikethat

Joshua:ohnoshewon'tibelievethedoctorsare

goingtofindsomething

Maya:ihopetheydobecausethatMakiwomanhas

topayforwhatshehasbeendoingtomyfatherand

speakingofpayingit'sRonaandherdaughter'sbail



hearingtomorrowsoimthinkingweshouldgothere

afterthehospitaltrip

Joshua:whattimeisit?

Maya:MrsTaolosays10:00am

Joshua:okwewillbedoneatthehospitalbecause

thedoctorsayswewillbethefirstclients

Maya:good.Letmegoandpray

Joshua:imcomingwith

Shesmiledtakinghercandle,waterandacloth

goingtoherprayingroom.Meanwhiledownstairs

KeneilwemadewayintoVictor'sroomandfound

himstillseateduponhisbed.Shestoodbythe

doorasheswallowedlookingather...

Victor:imsosorryidon'tmeantomakeyouguys

uncomfortableit'sjustthatimindesperateneedof

help

Keneilwe:29yearsVictor.29yearsandyoucome



touslikethis(heswallowed)doyouknowwhati

hadtogothroughwiththatkidalone?Itwastough

Victorwhileyouwerebusylivingitupwhereveryou

were.Ihadtolosemychildrentoawickedwomani

thoughtwasasistertomewhileyouwerethere.

Victor:imsorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou

Keneilwe:noneofitwouldhavehappenedifyou

werethereVictor.Ifitweren'tforMayaihonestly

wouldhaveletyoustaywiththatwomanbecause

afterthepainyouputmethroughapartofmefeels

likeyoudeserveit(Victorswallowed)whyVictor,

whywouldyoudosuchathing?Youcan'tsayit's

becauseyouwereunemployedno,youhadawell

payingjobbutlookatyounow?Itlookslikeyou

haven'tworkedasingledayinyourlife

Victor:idon'tknowwhattosay

Keneilwe:sometimesyoumenletthedeviluseyou.

Imnotsayingyoushouldhavemarriedmeor

anythingallineededfromyouwastotakecareof

yourchildandinsurehersafety.Howdoyoufeel

hearingallthethingsshetoldyou?



Victor:ifeellikeifailedher

Keneilwe:yesyoudid.YoudidVictorandyou

deservetobepunished.Youcan'tplantaseedand

neglectitnowthesameseedyouneglectedisthe

verysameoneyouneedsomuch.YouseeGod?

Victor:iwillspendtheremainingtimeofmylife

apologisingifihaveto

Keneilwe:youdon'towemeanyapologytheperson

youneedtomakeuptoisMayaandyouareso

luckyMayaisaniceyoungwoman.Haveagood

sleep

ShemadeherwayoutasVictorsighedlookingup.

Heswallowedandsliddownintotheblankets

closinghiseyes.

InKanye...

Guy:okguysthereasonwhyisayweshouldstop

hereisbecausethehouseisjust100metresaway



now.Soithinkweshouldwalktheresothatwe

don'talarmhiminanyway.Dadpleasetellyour

colleaguestonotmakeanynoise.Let'sgo

Duncan:soyouaresurehe'sstillinthere?

Guy:mycomputerneverlies

Heledthewayastheothersfollowedhimwithhis

fathertalkingtohisco-workers.Lornamadesure

hergunwassafebehindherjeansasSaintfrowned

seeingapieceofit.Hewantedtoaskaboutitso

muchbutdecidedtomindhisownbusiness...

Guy:(whispered)ithinkthegateisgoingtomake

noiselet'sjumpoverthefence

Duncan:isitstrongenough?

Guy:(checked)yeah.Let'sgoladiesyouwillcome

inlast

ThemenjumpedinthenfollowedAppleandher



mother.HequietlyshowedDuncanandLucas

wheretostandwhilehisfathertookouthisgun.A

fewmetresawaytwopolicecarsstoppedashis

fathersmiledandknocked.Startledfromhissleep

Onkabetsewokeup...

Onkabetse:whyareyouguysknockingitoldyou

thatthedoorwillbeopen.(theguy'sfathertriedthe

door)ohilockedmxm.Imcoming.Youguys

honestlydidn'ttakelongtogetherebutthat'sgood

becauseitwillgiveustimeto...woah(raisedhis

hands)

Man:onyourkneesboyboy

Duncan:whereismyson.Duncan!?Junior!?

Onkabetse:howdidyou...

Man:shutupyouhavebeenarrestedforchild

abductionyoungman.Officerscome!

Theywastednotimeandwenttocuffhimwhile

Duncancalledforhisson...



Duncan:DuncandaddyishereDun...no!

Hescreamedsoloudthateveryoneraninsidewhile

babyDuncanlaidthere...

Apple:heneedstobetakentothehospitalnowdad

Man:nonowecan'triskanything

Apple:checkforhispulseatleast.Dad?

Duncan:(blinking)okok

Lorna:iwilldoit(shewentcloserbutswallowedto

howcoldhewasasshetouchedhim)

Duncan:and?

Onkabetse:(laughed)tellPatiencethat,that'swhat

happenstochildrenofwhoreslikeher.Eventhe

biblesaysit'schildrenthatwillpayforthesinsof

theirparents(heevillaughed)

Duncan:whathaveyoudonetomychildyoupiece



ofshit!

Man:woahwoahMrDuncan.Officerstakethat

lunaticaway

Duncan:iwantmychild!

Lorna:honeywait,honey

Duncan:(sniffed)Lornahekilledmychild

he...(sniffedastearsbuiltinhiseyes)Duncan!

Duncan!

Hefellonhiskneesandcriedoutloudshakingan

unresponsiveDuncanwhileLornaandherkids

swallowedlookingon...

Duncan:Duncanwakeup!Duncan!

Hecriedmorewhileoutsidetheoldwomanandher

driverdrovepasttheyard...



Woman:shit!Shit!Shit!Shit!Howdidtheyevenfind

thisplace!How...fuck!

Guy:wheretonow?

Woman:justdrivedamnit!

Shegruntedscratchingherheadastheydrove

away.Onkabetsegotthrowninthebackofthevan

astheydroveoffwithhimwhilethemedicsarrived

andcheckedDuncanJunior...

Man:imsosorryhe'sindeednomore

Duncan:(crying)no!No!No!No!

Lorna:Duncanplease

Shesaidtightlyhugginghimashecriedhissoul

outwhileAppleputherheadonherbrother's

shoulder.Moreofficerscameastheyinvestigated

theplacewhiletheotherswentbackhome.



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtJoshua'shouse...

Itwasaround5:30amasMayapackedthemsome

foodwhileJoshuacamewithVictor...

Joshua:yougoteverything?

Maya:yeah

Joshua:okpleasetakemyphonesformeaswell

whileiputhiminthecar

Maya:ok

Shewrotehermotheranoteandputitonthefridge

asshetookthephonesfollowingthemout.

Joshua'sphonereportedamessageasshelooked

onitandfrownedasherheartskippedabeat...



+267:goodmorningbabei....

Sheswallowedashermindwentberserk...

Joshua:good.Let'sgo.

Heclosedthedoorandgotinthedriver'sseatwhile

Mayaquietlygotinthepassengerside...

Joshua:sodadwasthebedcomfortable?

HeaskedhimdrivingoutwhileMayaontheother

handboiledinsidebutkepttellingherselftostay

calm.

^

^

^

^



^
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Withascarfwrappedonherhead,longskirtanda

cardiganLornamadewayupandstoppedbythe

bedroomdoor.Shehadneverseenherhusbandthe

wayhewas.Shesighedandblinkedblockingher

tearsputtingthetrayononehandandopenedthe

door.Sheputitdownonthebedsideandsatnext

tohim...

Lorna:babe?Honey

Duncan:(sniffed)hmm

Lorna:ihavemadeyousoftporridgeandacupof

coffee

Duncan:imok

Lorna:noloveyouhavetoeatsomething



Duncan:why?PleasetellmewhyLorna

Lorna:youneedtohavesomestrengthDuncanyou

can'tgoonlikethis

Duncan:Lornaidon'twanttoeatsopleaseletme

be

Lorna:soishouldwatchmyhusbandkillhimself

likethat?

Duncan:imightaswell

Lorna:ohsoyourotherchildrendon'tmattertoyou?

(Heexhaledandlookedtheotherway)ihave

spokentoJoshuahesayshewillpassbylateron

ashehassomefamilyemergencies.Ialsocalled

auntyMarthaandherhusbandtheywillbehere

latertoday.WehavetogotoRamotswaandbreak

thenewstoPatiencebecauseimcertainthey

haven'ttoldheryet

Duncan:soyouareenjoyingthisneh?

Lorna:what?

Duncan:yesLornayoulongwantedthistohappen

thatiswhyyoucan'twaittotelleveryone



Lorna:ohwowDuncanwhatdoyoutakemefor?

Duncan:tellmeifimlying

Lorna:ofcourseyouareDuncanhowcanirejoice

overachild'sdeath?KegorewenalePatiencewa

gago(youarePatience)arealwaysouttopaintme

asthisbadwomanfirstitwashertellingmethati

abductedherchildnowit'syousayingimrejoicing

overaninfant'sdeath.Whatdoyoutakemefor

Duncan?Justbecauseyouguyscansitbackand

becomfortablewithhurtingpeopledoesn'tmean

weallare.Imjustinpainasyouarebutyouknow

whatimnotgoingtobothermyselfanymoreakere

nnaiknownothingabouthavingachildofmyown.

Iwillletyouguysburyyourchildinpeaceand

pleaseforgivemeforbeingawifeithoughtyou

deserve

ShestoodupleavingwhileDuncanswallowed

sittingup.Whywouldhesaysuchathingtoa

womanwhowasevenwillingtogivehimherlast

savingstosavethesamesonhe'ssayingshe's



rejoicingoverhisdeath?Hesighedwhileoutside

bythestaircaseLornashookherheadandtooka

deepbreathinfightinghertearsback.

Atthehospital...

Mayaquietlysatonthewaitingbenchonhertab

pushingherassignmentwhileJoshuarespondedto

emailsonhislaptop.Helookedatherandshewas

zonedin.Abeautifulviewitwasashesmiledand

tookouthisphoneandstoleapictureofher.He

smiledandputhisphonebackinhispocket...

Joshua:Yaya?

Maya:hmm

Joshua:whatareyoudoing?

Maya:myassignment

Joshua:ok.Howisitgoing?

Maya:sofarsogoodibelieve



Joshua:that'sgood

Maya:mmh

Joshua:Yaya

Maya:mhem?

Joshua:whathaveyoualwaysdreamttogeton

yourbirthday?

Maya:(sighedandlookedathim)really?Imtrying

tofocushereandyouwanttotalkaboutmy

birthday?

Joshua:sorry

Maya:(lookedbackonhertab)ihavealways

wantedtotraveltoParisthat'sonmybucketliston

my30thbirthday

Joshua:okso...

Maya:Joshuanoimtryingtoworkherecanyou

pleaseleavemealone

Joshua:idon'tlikeseeingyouquiet

Maya:wellimworkinghere



Joshua:eemmaihearyou.Sorryneh?

Maya:it'sfine

Joshua:Yaya

Maya:Joshuacanyoupleasestop

Helaughedasshesatbackandsighedlaughingas

well...

Maya:kantedon'tyouhaveworktodo?

Joshua:youaretooquietformylikingman

Maya:(rememberedthemessage)imjustbusy

Joshua:don'tyouknowhowtomultitask?

Maya:soyouwantmetomessmyworkup?

Dr:(opened)youmaycomein

Maya:ohthankyousomuchdoctoryoujustsaved

me



ShesighedleadingthewayinwhileJoshua

chuckledfollowingherin...

Dr:youmaybeseated

Joshua:thankyou

Dr:ihavespokentoMrLentswema'amandwe

haveranallthenecessarytestsasyouknowand

theyhavejustbeensenttomenow

Maya:thatwasfast

Dr:yesitoldthelabthatitwasanemergency

becauseduringtheheadandchestscanihave

pickedsomedisturbingthings

Maya:(frowned)ok?

Dr:theresultswithmeherestatethatnotonlydoes

yourfatherhaveTBbuthealsohascancer.Lung

cancer

Maya:Doctorareyousure?

Dr:yesma'amandit'shonestlyspreadingwaytoo

fastbecausehislungsarehonestlyalmostfinished



Maya:whatcanwedo?

Dr:wecanstartchemotherapybutitwouldjustbe

tiringhimhonestly.Thechemowon'thelpatthis

stage

Maya:(blinked)doctorwhatareyousaying?

Dr:that'showitisma'amimreallysorry.Wehave

alsospottedacrackonhisskullwhichhasbeen

causinghissevereheadacheshejusttoldmeabout

Maya:dadisthistrue?(Victornodded)sowhat

couldhavecausedthiscrack?

Dr:bythelookofthingshehithisheadhardon

somethingandtheskullcracked

Maya:itsthatwoman.Thatwomanisthereason

whymyfatherhasacrackedskull.Weneedtotake

thistothepolicesothattheycanarresther

Joshua:yeahwewill.Doctorsowhat'stheway

forwardfromhere?

Dr:sincechemotherapywon'treallyhelpyouwill

justhavetogethimanoxygentankbecausehe

sayshesometimesfinditdifficulttobreathatnight



Maya:bathongpapawhydidn'tyoutellmethis?

Dr:maybehedidn'twanttostressyouthatmuch.

Joshua:howmuchisanoxygentankdoctorand

howsoonwillwebeabletogetit?

Dr:beforethat,MrLentswewherewouldyouliketo

die?Inthehospitalorathome?

Maya:dochowcanyousaysomethinglikethat?

Victor:it'sokmychildihaveacceptedmysituation

Maya:(blinked)noit'snotok.Imnotgoingto

acceptthat

Victor:it'stherealitymygirlwejusthave...

Maya:(tearsrolleddown)buti...

Emotionsgotthebetterofherassheburstintoa

crywithJoshuahuggingher.MeanwhileVictor

lookedatherandsoftlyshookhishead.Intheother

hospitalTshepomadehiswayintoNale'sroomand

foundherwakingup...



Tshepo:(frowned)honey?Areyouwakingup?(She

coughed)okjustcalmdown.Doctor!Nurse!Doctor!

Hecalledforthemashequicklypouredsomewater

inaglassandtookoffheroxygenmask...

Tshepo:sshsshtakeasipmylovejustalittle

Shetookitandcoughedagainasthedoctorcame

in...

Dr:what'sgoingonhere?

Tshepo:ijustgotinandfoundheropeninghereyes

Dr:okpleasestepbacknursecheckhervitals.Nale

youareinahospitalok.Youhavebeeninacomma

andhowyouarefeelingrightnowisnormal.Are

youinanypain?(Sheshookherhead)good.Nurse?

Nurse:alltheothersbesidesthemainproblemare

ingoodshape



Dr:good.Pleasetakeiteasydon'tstresstoomuch

youwillbe...(shegagged)Nale?(Shegaggedagain)

quicknursegetabowl

Thenurseranwithabowlandassheleanedinit

shesplashedvomit...

Dr:youwillbeokMissyouwillbeok(shevomited

again)justkeepitcoming(hecheckedthedripas

shevomitedagain)

Tshepo:docvomitingisexhautingisnotgoingto

affecther(shesplashedanothervomit)

Dr:oknursepleasegetme50gofPepto-Bismoland

50gKaopectate

Nurse:okdoctor(sheranout)

Dr:howareyou...(shevomitedagain)oknowthisis

acallforconcern.

Tshepo:howareyougoingtomakeitstop?

Dr:themedicationwillhelpbutthisisnormalfora



personinherstate(Nalesighedlayingbackdown)

feelingalittlebetter?(Shenodded)okbutimgoing

togiveyoumedicationsothatitdoesn'thappenfor

next12hours.Thankyounurse.Pleasemakesure

toswallowthese

Hegaveherthemedicationassheswalloweditand

closedhereyes...

Dr:imgoingtocheckonotherpatientspleasepress

thisbuttonifanythinghappens

Tshepo:okdoc(theyleft)loveyouwillbeokneh

Nale:(clearedherthroatwithherlipsdry)what's

goingon?Whatstateisthedoctortalkingabout?

(Heswallowedandkeptquiet)Tshepo?

Tshepo:(sighed)yourkidneysaredead

Nale:what!?

Tshepo:yesbutwearebusylookingforadonor

Nale:noTshepothatcan'tbeican't(shesniffedas



tearsbuiltinhereyes)

Tshepo:weareworkingaroundtheclocktofind

youadonor.Ihavetestedandsohavetheother

familymemberssowewillknowlateronwho's

eligibletogiveyouakidney

Nale:imigoingtodie?

Tshepo:ofcoursenotloveyouaregoingtobeok.

Imnotgoingtoletanythingofthatsorthappento

you

Nale:youpromise?

Tshepo:ipromisebabe

Hetookherhandandkisseditassheexhaled

closinghereyes.

AttheKavimba's...

LucassmiledathisphonewhileKuzivasippedher

teaandlookedatthetime...



Kuziva:whereisNyasha?

Lucas:probablystillsleeping

Kuziva:nogirlchildisallowedtosleepuntilthis

time

Lucas:grannyyouguysturnedthewholehouse

upsidedownyesterdaysoshe'stired

Kuziva:andiguessimnot?Asoldasiami

managedtogetup

Lucas:sorryaunty.Whataremychorestoday?Im

planningtogotothemallintheafternoon

Kuziva:don'tyouwanttogetanewdog?

Lucas:ihavebeentalkingtodadaboutthatandhe

seemstobepreoccupied

Kuziva:gotothebackandfixit'splaceimgoingto

askyourfathertocallthemanwhoalwaysdrives

youguystoschooltotakeyoutothepethouse

Lucas:thankyousomuchyouarethebestgranny

ever



Kuziva:(smiled)that'sourduty

HesmiledsendingSundaeatextandwenttothe

back.Kuzivacheckedthetimeagainandheaded

upstairswheresheroughlyopenedNyasha's

bedroom...

Kuziva:wakeup!

Nyasha:geez,areweinacamporsomethinghere

Kuziva:haveyouseenthetimeNyasha?

Nyasha:imtiredjustletmebe

Kuziva:aren'tweall?

Nyasha:wellit'snotmyproblemthatyourbodies

arestiff

Kuziva:excuseme?Nyashayoubettergetupthat

bedand...

Nyasha:okoldwomanimhonestlysickandtiredof

you.Yesyoursonisnotmyfatherigetthatbutyou

havenorighttoabusemelikeyouare.Don'tyou



haveahome?Gotoyourkidsandtreatthemlike

thisandleavemealone.Wewerenotraisedlike

labourerssoexcusemeforhavingfeelingsbutI'm

notgoingtopunishmyselfmorejustbecausei

wantyoutoacceptme.Firstofallthisisnoteven

yourhousebutyouthinkyouhavetherightto

screamaroundlikeyouowntheplace.Mymotheris

stillverymuchaliveifyouforgot.Leavemealone

imtired,iworkedlikeaslavewhileI'mnot

Kuziva:soididnotworkaswell?

Nyasha:wellyouareusedtobeingaslavearen't

you?Soleavemealoneah

Shesaidcoveringherselfwithherbedcoverwhile

Kuzivascoffedshakingherheadwithherhandson

herwaist...

Kuziva:imnotgoingtoleavehereuntilyouknow

howtospellmannersandthemeaning.



Shesaidclosingthedoorandlockedherinsideas

shequicklygotoutofbedhearingthekeyturn...

Nyasha:openthedoor!Oldwoman!

Kuziva:ineedyoutospend24to72hrsandthink

ofwhatyousaidtome

Nyasha:youareevil

KuzivalaughedgoingdownstairswhileNyasha

tookherphoneandcalledherfatherbuthedidn't

answer...

Nyasha:mxm

Incourt...

Theyalltooktheirseatsasthejudgelooked

throughthefile...



Judge:bailhearingforMsRonaMoetiandMrs

PreciousKavimbamaythedefencestand(theydid)

soyoudonothavealegalrepresentative?

Rona:yes

Judge:why?

Rona:wearefinewithoutone

Judge:thenhowareyougoingtoargueyourplea?

Rona:wewillanswerallquestionsaskedbythe

state

Judge:thisisnotatrialbutabailhearinganyway

wearegoingtocontinuenonetheless.State

Alexander:thankyouyourhonour.Yourhonour

thesetwowomenhonestlydon'tdeservetobe

grantedbailreasonbeing1theywerefoundatthe

crimesceneand...

Rona:wesaidweweresightseeingthere

Judge:MsMoetiyouonlyspeakwhenspokento

eitherthanthatshutyourmouth.ContinueTaolo



Alexander:thankyouyourhonour.Iftheywere

reallysightseeingwhatweretheydoinginacave

theydidnotknowwhatwasinside?Theynewwhat

wasinthatcaveandtheyweretryingtogetridofit.

Soyourhonourisaytheygetdeniedbailbecause

MsKeneilweMoetiherewhoisavictimoftheir

brutalitywon'tbesafe.Imaginebeingkeptinadark

placeforover16years.It'sonlyamiraclethatshe

cameoutingoodhealth.Nottospeakilloranything

butobviouslyitsonlyamatteroftimeuntilshe's

caughtwithsomething.Theycausedemotional

traumatothiswomanandrippedheroffallher

rightsasahumanbeingsotheydonotdeserveto

beinthestreets.Thankyou

Judge:thankyouTaolo.MsMoeti,MrsKavimba

whatdoyouhavetosayforyourself?

Precious:i...

Rona:weknownothing

Judge:MrsKavimbayouwantedtosaysomething?

(Ronaslowlyturnedtoher)

Precious:noyourhonour



Judge:ok.Thefactthatyouarefailingtoproofwith

noreasonabledoubtthatyouweresightseeingin

thosecavesisthereasonwhyyourbailhasbeen

denied.

Rona:but...

Judge:youaregoingtowaityourtrialbehindbars.

Courtisadjourned(hehitthegavel)

Rona:nothisistotalyunfair.Thepeoplewhoare

guiltyarebusyroamingthestreetswhile

Officer:quietMsMoeti!

ThejudgeclosedthedoorbehindhimwhileRona

clickedhertongue.Twoprisonofficialstookthem

whiletheMoeti'sshooktheirheads...

Keneilwe:she'snotevenashamed

Maya:don'tworrytheywillgetwhattheydeserve.

Preciouswasawkwardlyquietthough

Keneilwe:youcanseethatRonaisincontrolof



everything

Maya:maybejustmaybeweshouldusethis

againstthem.IthinkishouldpayPreciousavisit

Keneilwe:Mayano

Maya:comeonmajusttomakesurewehavethe

upperhand

Keneilwe:Maya

Alexander:iknowwhereyouarecomingfromMs

Moetibutlet'sgiveMayaachanceyouneverknow

whatmightcomeoutofthatvisit

Keneilwe:ialmostlostmychildrenMrsTaoloidon't

wanttogothroughthatagain

Alexander:iknowmaiknowbutlet'sjusttakea

chance.Justthisonce

Keneilwe:atleastletmecomewithyou

Maya:shewouldfeelambushedma

Keneilwe:eishMaya

Maya:ourlawyerjustgavemeagoaheadsolet's

behopeful



Keneilwe:(sighed)okbutimstilluncomfortable

Maya:ipromiseyouiwillbesafema

Keneilwe:safetywiththosetwoarelikeoiland

waterbutit'sok

MayaturnedtoaquietJoshuaandfrownedashe

smiledwithhisphonetexting...

Joshua:it'stooearlyforyourdramaLewis

Lewis:butimseriousanywayihavefinalisedthings

withthephotographerofthenightsowhat'sleftis

foryoutopaythedeposit

Joshua:oksendtheinvoice

Mareledi:ihavealsomanagedtogetMaya'sfinger

sizesoyeahwearegoodtogoandgetthering

Joshua:great.Thedecor?

Lewis:ihavefoundsomeoneandtheyaregood.I

gaveherapictureofwhatwewouldlikeandshe

hasaskedmetocomeseeafewoptionssoiwilllet



youguysknowlater

Joshua:alrightdon'tforgettotellmetheircharges

Lewis:noproblem

Joshua:thevenueiswhatweagreedon.Therugby

fieldattouchdown.Ihavespokentotheownerand

hehasagreedtorentthewholeplacetousforthe

day

Lewis:kegoreJoshuatellme,howmuchdoyou

have?

Joshua:(chuckledasMayasquinthereyes)eyes

ontheballLewis

Lewis:nomandon'tyouhaveabrotheror

something

Joshua:(laughed) ♂ Lewisfocusplease.

Ohanotherthing(gotinthecar)Mayawillbeat

churchforthepraiseandworshiprehearsalfrom

midmorningtoafternoon.Sothatwillgiveus

enoughtimetoprepareaftertherehearsalyou

knowyourtaskrightMareledi?

Mareledi:yeahitwillbemucheasierbecauseiwill



beattherehearsalaswellsoshewon'tsuspecta

thing.IwillgivethecakeandflowerladiesLewis's

numbersotheytalktohim

Joshua:good

Lewis:yohbommamosebeletsi(churchwomen)

Joshualaughedputtinghisphonedownandstarted

thecar...

Joshua:yeahneh

Maya:thatlookedlikeaninterestingchat

Joshua:ahnojustsomefriendsbeingsilly

Maya:friends?

Joshua:yeah.Areyougood?

Maya:mmh.Wehavebeentalkingaboutthe

hearingoutcomesbutyouwerequiet

Joshua:babeiwasonthephonesorry



Maya:mmhwithfriends.Ok

Joshua:(frowned)Mayaareyouok?

Maya:hundreds(hisphonereportedamessage

again)yourfriendswanttostilltalk

Joshua:imdrivingiwillrespondattheoffice

Maya:ok

ShesighedlookingoutthewindowwhileJoshua

frownedwonderingwhatwasgoingonwithherbut

decidedtonotask.

AttheDuncan's...

WithDuncanoutandLornaandApplebusywitha

fewladiesoutsideSaintdecidedtogoupstairs.He

lookedbackandheadedtohisparent'sroomand

closedhimselfinside.Hestartedwiththedressing

mirrordrawersandfoundnothingthenmovedto

theclosetwherehesearchedallthedrawersand



stillfoundnothingandheadedforthefolded

clothes.Hefoundnothingstillandsighedlooking

aroundthecloset.Hedecidedtogoforherbags

andsearchedthemonebyone.The5thonehada

bitifweightasheputhishandinsideandfeltacold

metal.Hesmiledbitinghislowerlippullingitout

andthereitwas,the9mmgoldgun.Helookedatit

andsmiledmore...

Saint:wow,thisissonice

Heputthebagdownandclosedoneeyeaimingfor

amirror...

Saint:pow,pow

Hechuckledandmovedhisfingerarounditandput

itbackwhereitwas...



Saint:thisishonestlysocool.Wait...(hethought

aboutit)shewon'tnoticebecauseit'snotlikewe

areinsituationsallthetimesoletmeholdontothis

babyandenjoysometimewithher

Hesaidputtinginonhiswaistandputthebags

backinplaceandlefttheroom.Hewenttohis,put

thegununderhisbedandheadedout.

Atthestation...

PatiencesighedseeingDuncanwaitingforhimand

shookherhead...

Patience:firstitwasyourwifenowit'syou

Duncan:pleasesitdownidon'thaveallday

Patience:whatdoyouwantDuncan?Yoursonis

missingandyouareherewhileyoushouldbebusy

lookingforhim



Duncan:thatiswhyimhere

Patience:hehasbeenfound?

Duncan:yesbut...

Patience:whatareyouwaitingforthen?Gobring

himin.Ihopetheyhavelockedthat...

Duncan:(swallowedandclosedhiseyes)Junioris

nomorePatience

Herworldinstantlygothitbyaverycoldbreezeas

hermouthhungopenwithherheartdroppingtothe

stomachandpalmsgettingsweaty...

^
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Patience:(blinked)Duncan?

Duncan:wemanagedtogetyourex'slocationand

wefoundhimdead

Patience:DuncannonotmyDuncanmychildcan't

die(hekeptquiet)Duncangoandgetmysonnow,

goand...

Sheswallowedahardlumpandcoveredhermouth

andburstintotearswhileDuncanlookeddownand

shookhisheadastearsfelldown...

Patience:goandgetmychildplease

Duncan:(sniffed)imsorryPatiencehe'sgone

Patience:(crying)it'sallyourfaultDuncanandthat

evilwifeofyours.(Duncanlookedup)yesDuncan

it'sthetwoofyou.Yourwifeisthereasonmysonis

nomoreandiwanthim,now!



Duncan:reallynowPatience?Really?Lornawas

evenwillingtotakeoutherlastmoneytohelp

rescueDuncanbecauseyourexboyfriend,(angrily)

yourexboyfrienddemandedmoneyfromme.Did

youhearisaidyour?WhatwouldLornagainfrom

killingachild?Pleaseenlightenme(Patiencejust

cried)it'sallyourfaultPatienceeverythingthathas

happenedisbecauseofyouandiprayandhope

thattheworlddealswithyougoodbecauseyou

tookawaytheonlythingthatmatteredtome.

(Stoodup)andtrustmeimgoingtomakesureyou

don'tsetfootatmychild'sfuneralbecausehenever

deservedyouasamother.Hadyoubeenhonest

withyourselfnoneofthiswouldhavehappened

HestormedoffasPatiencecriedevenlouder...

Patience:Duncan!Duncan!No!No!

Shehystericallycriedastheofficerjustlookedat

her.



InKgangT&T...

Mayasatbackonherofficechairandsighed

puttinghertabaway.Shetriedsohardtodistract

herselffrom thinkingalotbutitdidn'tworkasshe

tookherphoneandcheckedthetime.Shesighed

againandcalledMareledi...

Mareledi:heybabe

Maya:hilovehowareyou?

Mareledi:imgoodloveandyourself?

Maya:imok

Mareledi:justok?

Maya:mmh.Youfreeforaquickchat?

Mareledi:yeahimdrivingtoworknow.What'sup?

Maya:oklove.(Exhaled)friendistumbledinto

somethingdisturbingonJoshua'sphoneandi



haven'tbeenokeversince

Mareledi:(frowned)ididn'tknowyouguys

relationshiphasalreadyreachedthatlevel.The

levelofgoingthroughoneanother'sphones

Maya:nonoiwasn'tgoingthroughit.Wewere

goingtothehospitalthismorningasitoldyoulast

nightandheaskedmetobringhisphonesforhim

ashewasbusywithmydad.Soamessagecamein

andithappenedilooked

Mareledi:ohisee.Whatdidthemessagesay?

Maya:"goodmorningbabei..."ididn'tseetherest

ofit

Mareledi:heebanna

Maya:yeahsoimhonestlyconfusedbecause

Joshuaisactingasifeverythingisnormal

Mareledi:haveyouaskedhimaboutit?

Maya:notyet

Mareledi:youshouldhaveassoonasyougota

chance



Maya:iwasafraidofhowhewasgoingtoreact

Mareledi:thatiswhythere'sathingcalled

communicationmylove.Ifyoustumbleinto

somethingthatdoesn'tsitwellwithyouyoushould

justsayitoutrightthereandthenandifyouseethe

environmentdoesn'tallowforyoutohavesucha

conversationmakesureyouwaituntilyouare

whereyouarecomfortabletotalk.Whereareyou

now?

Maya:theoffice

Mareledi:youshouldhavespokentohimthere

Maya:(sighed)yeahbutwhatdoyouthink?

Mareledi:ihighlybelievethatJoshuawouldnever

cheatonyou.ThisguylovesyousomuchMaya.

Joshuaisawellknownmenandofcoursehis

statuswillhavepeoplesendhimsuchmessages

especiallywomen.Wasthenumbersaved?

Maya:no

Mareledi:thereyougolovethatisprobablysome

ladytryingtogethisattention.Peopledosome



weirdthingsouttheresoiwouldadviceyoutotalk

toJoshbabes.Joshuaisaverymaturemanidon't

thinkhewouldoverreactifyouexplaintohimhow

youcameabouttoseethatmessageandifhe's

doingnothingwhichistronglybelievethenhewill

becalmwithhisresponsebutoncehestarts

gettingdefensiveknowthathe'sdefinitelydoing

somethingbutimsurehe'snot

Maya:(smiled)whatmakesyousosure?

Mareledi:comeonMayathisguyhasbeenwithyou

throughyourworstandit'snoteveryonewhowould

dothat.Onlythosewhogenuinelyloveyou

Maya:Mareledidoyouknowsomethingidon't?The

otherdayyouwerebusyaskingmefingersizesand

all

Mareledi:ahahMayaakereitoldyouiwas

planningtogetyouajewelrysetforyourbirthday

Maya:ooohisee

Mareledi:yesYayaanywaybabeletmedrivehey.

WewillmeetonSaturdayatchurch



Maya:alrightlovethanksheyandihopeyouare

stilltakingcareofmybaby

Mareledi:youarewelcomefriend.Yourbabyissafe

inmyhandsbutiwillbereturninghersoonmom

saysshe'splanningtogetmeacar

Maya:ohthat'swonderfullove

Mareledi:yeahfinallywomancanseethatineed

myowncar(theylaughed)byelove

Maya:bye

TheyhungupasMayathoughtaboutwhatMareledi

said.ShestooduptogotoJoshua'sofficeasher

officelinerang.MeanwhileinhisofficeJoshua

whistledgoingdownhismessagesandfrownedto

thesamemessage...

Joshua:uhu(heopenedit)andthen?

Tania:whyareyoualwaystakingsolongto

respondtomymessages?



Joshua:firstlyyouandiarenotinanykindof

relationandsecondlyyouarenotapriorityinmy

life

Tania:ouchJoshuahowcanyousaysuchathing

tome?

Joshua:wellimjustbeinghonestwithyoumydear

andjusttomakeeverythingcleariminvolvedwith

someoneandiwouldhateitforthemtoseethis

kindofmessagesinmyphone.Irespectandlove

hertonothurtherinanywaysopleaserespectthat

andleavemealone.

Tania:butithoughtyoulikedmeJoshua

Joshua:notuntilimetyou.Youareaverybeautiful

womanTaniathat'swithoutadoubtbut

unfortunatelyyourbrainsaren'tinthesameleague

asyourbeauty.Imnotonetojudgebutiwould

neversettleforsomeonewho'snotreallywise.Both

bookandstreetwisehenceineverspoketoyou

again.

Tania:wowyousayyouarenot...



ShefrownedasJoshua'sprofilepicture

disappearedandshecouldn'ttypehimamessage

anymore...

Tania:uhu(scoffed)mxmnywenyweyourbeauty

isnotinthesamelevelasyourbrain.Whothehell

doeshethinkheis?

Sheclickedhertongueputtingherphoneawayand

continuedwithgettingreadyfortheday.Maya

knockedonJoshua'sofficeashewelcomedherin...

Joshua:ohheyyou

Maya:hi.Gotaminute?

Joshua:yepwhat'sup?

Maya:(satdown)there'ssomethingiwantusto

talkabout

Joshua:ok

Maya:thismorningwhenyouaskedmetogetyour



phonesforyouatextreportedonyourphoneandi

happenedtoseethebeginningofit

Joshua:ok.Whatdiditsay?

Maya:goodmorningbabe

Joshua:okwhatdidyoudrawfromthatlove?

Maya:icouldn'thelpbuttothinkifthere's

somethingyouaredoingbehindmyback

Joshua:oklovejustasecond(openedhisphone

andwenttothemessages)luckilyihaven'tdeleted

thechatbutiblockedher.Youcanreadthrough

Maya:noitsok

Joshua:iwantyoutoseethatthere'snothinggoing

onbetweenmeandthisperson.Ihavejustliterally

toldherwheretogetoff.Imetheronadatingapp

beforeyouandimet.Wewentonadateandi

realisedshe'ssomeoneicouldn'tbuildafuturewith.

Totainallhonestyiwaslookingforsomeonetobe

mypretendgirlfriendwheniwenttoMaitengwe.I

toldyouthatbutthenshedidn'tmeetthequalitiesi

wantinawomanwetherapretendgirlfriendoran



officialpartner

Maya:okiunderstand

Joshua:iloveyousomuchMayaiwouldnever

wanttohurtyoulikethat.Iforoneknowhowyou

havebeentoandfromhellandiwouldhatetoadd

onthatpain.Itoldyouimgoingtomakeyouthe

happiestwomanandtrustmewhenisayistilland

willforeverstandbythat

Maya:(smiled)thankyouandyouractionsspeak

foryouandiwillalwaysappreciatethem.You

didn'thavetodowhatyouhavedoneformyfamily

andibutyoustilldidwithoutcomplaining.Ilove

you

Joshua:iloveyoumorehoney.Comehere

Shechuckledandwenttohimasherolledhischair

back...

Joshua:sit

Maya:ahJoshuaweareatwork



Joshua:who'sthebossagain?

Maya:yourparentstoldustonotmixbusinesswith

pleasure

Joshua:arewe?

Maya:whatdidyoujustaskmetodo?

Joshua:justsitandstoptalking

Hepulledherdownonhislapsandputhisarms

aroundherasshelaughed...

Joshua:wearegoingtoDuncan'shouseafterwork

right?

Maya:noproblembutiwasthinkingwecouldhave

anicefamilydinner.Asmuchasidon'twantto

believethatihavelimitedtimewithmyfatheritsan

undeniablefactsothemoretimeispendwithhim

thebetter

Joshua:iunderstandloveandwhowouldsaynoto

yourcooking.(Theychuckled)wewon'tbelong



Maya:good

Joshua:comehere

Hepulledherinforakissasshesoftlycaressedhis

bearedkissinghimback.

AttheDuncan's...

Duncanparkedhiscarundertheshadeandsatin

therelookingatallthepeoplemovingupanddown

hisyard.Wasitreallyhappening,washis4yearold

boygone?Heaskedhimselfandsighed.Hesaw

LornalaughingwithauntyMarthaandtookhis

phonecallingher...

Lorna:hello?

Duncan:canyoupleasecometothecar

Lorna:ok(shehungup)letmegotoDuncanaunty



Martha:okmylove

Shefixedherheadscarfgoingtohimandwentin

thecar...

Lorna:hi

Duncan:imfromthepolicestation

Lorna:ohok.Howdidshetakeit?

Duncan:she'sdevastated

Lorna:ohok

Duncan:iwanttoapologiseforwhatisaidtoyou

thismorning.YouareawonderfulwomanLorna

andihavehurtyouinsomanyways.Yesiminpain

butthatdoesn'tgivemetherighttosaywhatisaid

toyou.Youarealovingwomanandihaven'tbeen

appreciatingthatforthelongestoftimenow.Even

afterallthehurtfulthingsisaidtoyouearlieryou

arestillmakingsurethingsaregoinggoodandfor

thatimgrateful.Idon'tknowwhereiwouldhave

beenwithoutyou



Lorna:it'sokDuncanlet'sfocusongivingJunior

thesendoffhedeservesthat'sallthatmattersat

themoment.Everythingelsewillbeseentoafter

Duncan:ok.Thankyouonceagain

Lorna:youdon'thavetomentionit.Iwanttogoand

finishupthegrocerylistwithauntyMarthaifyou

don'tmind

Duncan:it'sokandpleasetellherthatiwillseeheri

justwanttobealonefornow

Lorna:noproblem

Duncan:(tookouthiscard)thisforanythingyou

mightneed

Lorna:ok.Youknowthatchildrenaren'talwayskept

forlongatthemortuarysoit'seitherwesendhim

offtomorroworonSaturday

Duncan:wecandoitonSaturday

Lorna:okthenwehavetogoandchooseacoffin

forhim.Maybehavehisfavoritecartoonsengraved

onit

Duncan:helovedpawpatrol



Lorna:okiwillgetonitthenbecausethesooner

theystartworkingonitthebetter

Duncan:ok.Letmegorest

Lorna:ok

Shegotoffandputthecardinherphonepouchon

herwaistandwentbacktoMarthawhilehequietly

headedintothehouse.

Atthefemaleprison...

Arekokotaotsenekanaodumeletswe.Bagolo

baretsenelakakwanokanaodumeletswe...

Theinmatessangatthetopoftheirvoiceswiththe

otherswhistlingastheprisonguardsescorted

PreciousandRonatotheircells.Ronacurvedher

lipslookingateachofthemwhilePreciousavoided

eyecontactatallcost...



Lady:theyoungladyismine

Rona:oraammago(youmeanyourmother)you

shit(allinmateslaughed)

Lady:wozawenabatista

Rona:idareanyoneofy'alltogetfunnywithmy

daughteryouwillknowwhoiam(theothers

whistledlouder)

Lady:ohthisisgoingtobefun.Welcomehome

ladies(theylaughed)

Rona:mxm

Guard:yourcellMsMoeti

Rona:iwanttobeinthesamecellasmydaughter

Guard:whatdoyouthinkthisis?Ahotelmaybe?

Rona:noyou...

Guard:justgetin

ShepushedherinasRonaclickedhertongue



lookingatPreciouswhoswallowedfollowingthe

guards.ThesongcontinuedasRonasighedand

turnedonlytobegreetedbyhotslapthatthrewher

againstthewallwhiletheladylaughed...

Rona:whatthehell!?

Lady:welcomehomepeaches.Yeahthat'sher

nameokladies

TheotherladieslaughedwhileRonafrowned

massaginghercheek...

Rona:peachesoraammagoyosenangmosola

(peachesisyouruselessmother)

Lady:excuseme?

Rona:youheardmeandidareyoutoputyourhand

onmeiwillteachyoualessonyouwouldnever

forget

Lady:thisbloody...



Guard:hey!Rockyno

RockystoppedandlookedatRonawhoheadedto

thebunk...

Rona:whoeverissleepinghereshouldtaketheir

blanketstothetopbunk

Lady:ohno

Rocky:whatdidyousayagain?

Rona:doyoureallythinkimscaredofyou?Isaid

movetheseblanketstothetopbunk.Wherehave

youseenawomanmyagesleepingonatopbunk?

Moveitandstopwastingmytimeiwanttoliedown

TheotherthreeladieslookedatRonashockedand

thenatRockywhoscoffed.Themostfeared

womaninthewholefemaleprisonbutRonahadthe

gutstostanduptoherlikethat...



Rona:rraetsho(sir)willyoumoveitorshouldihelp

you?

Rocky:iwouldlovetoseeyoutrybabygirl

Rona:kootengyouthinkimheretoplaywithkids

likeyou

SheclickedhertongueandmovedRocky'sthings

upandstartedputtinghers.Rockygrabbedherarm

asshepulledherselffromherandlandedahotslap

acrossherface...

Rona:don'ttryme

Rocky:thisoldhag

SheattemptedtopunchherbutRonadodgedand

spearheadedheragainstthewallasRocky's

womenwatchedwiththeireyeswidened...

Rona:igrewupinthestreetslittlegirl



Guard:(hitthebars)RonaMoeti!Rocky!Breakitoff

now!

Ronaletgoofherandclickedhertonguegoing

backtomakingherbed...

Guard:idon'twanttocomebackhereladiesimi

clear?

Sheclickedhertongueandleftwhileinhercell

Preciousgreetedtheladyshefoundinthere.She

justsmiledasPreciousfixedherbed.She

wonderedwhyshewastheonlyoneinthecellbut

gotoveritcontinuingwithmakingherbed.Shefelt

thatsomeonewasstandingbehindherasshe

quicklyturnedonlyfortheladytosniffherand

smiled...

Precious:whatareyoudoing?(Shelickherface)

whatthehell,areyoucrazy!?



Lady:andyoutastelikeanapricot

ShegrabbedPrecioussohardasherheartskipped

abeattryingtopushheroffofherbutshewasso

toughastheladylickheragain...

Precious:canyoupleasestopit!

Theladychuckledandquicklygrabbedherhand

andputPrecious'sfingerinhermouthsuckingit...

Precious:hel...

TheladycoveredhermouthasaterrifiedPrecious

widenedhereyesbreathingheavily...

Lady:youshouldmakesureyousleepwithoneeye

openbecauseifeedonhumanbeings



SheletgoofPreciousassheburstintoaloudugly

laughwhilePrecioussatonherbedwonderingif

thatwasreallyhappening.

IntheMalePrison...

TheyallwhistledsingingasMopatiandKitso

walkedin.Oneoftheguyswhoknewthemfrom

outsidelaughedandshouted...

Man:divirgintsamasoleketseo(herecomes

soldiervirgins)

TheyallbrokeintogreatlaughterasMopati

swallowedlookingatKitsowhowalkedwithhis

headdown.

Atthehospital...



Tshepocamebackwithasandwichandjuicefor

himselfwhileNalelaidthereslowlyblinking...

Nale:youdon'thavetobeherealldayyouknow

Tshepo:noimok

Dr:(opened)Mrs...ohsiryouarestillhere

Tshepo:yesdoctor

Dr:okthenimightaswelltellyoutheresults

Tshepo:(clearedhisthroatsittingup)okdoc

Dr:nomatchwasfoundfromallthepeoplethat

havetestedsir

Tshepo:what!?

HefrownedlookingatthedoctorasNale'sheart

skippedabeatasshegaspedandclosedhereyes

slowlyexhalingthroughhernose...

^
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Tshepo:doctorareyousurethere'snothingwecan

do?

Dr:theonlythingwecandoiskeeptryingtofinda

donororjustwaitforherturnonthewaitinglistbut

howlongwillthatbe?Withthestateshe'sinshe

won'tevenmakeittothesecondmonth

AteardroppedoutofNale'sclosedeyeasshe

softlysighedwhileherhusbandheldherhand...



Tshepo:babe.Loveopenyoureyes

Nale:whyisthishappeningtomeTshepo?(The

doctorfocusedoncheckingherup)whydoesGod

hatemesomuch?

Tshepo:Goddoesn'thateyoumyloveyouare

goingtocomeoutofthisawinnerthatican

promiseyou

Nale:didn'tyouhearthedoctorTshepo?Thedoctor

justsaid...he...(sheswallowedandsilentlycried)

Tshepo:iheardwhatthedoctorsaidbutimnot

goingtostopuntilwefindyouadonor

Nale:wehavetriedeverythingwecanTshepoand

failed

Tshepo:there'snowayyoucannotfindamatchin

allthepeopleyouknow.Ifitmeansgoingto

Preciousaswelliwill

Nale:(heartskipped)no

Tshepo:lovewehavetotryalloptions.Iknowwe...

Nale:Tshepoisaidnoyouarenotgoingtothat

woman.Iwouldratherdiethanhaveherkidney



Tshepo:soyouwanttodieandleavemealone?

Nale:youknowwhathappenedbetweenusand

thosepeople.Theyaregoingtousethischanceto

getridofus.SonoTshepoyouarenotgoingtogo

toPreciousaboutthis

Tshepo:soyouwantmetofailyoulikethis?

Nale:trylooksomewhereTshepobutnotfrom

Preciousoranyofherfamilymembers.Kegore

everythingthatscreamsPreciousyoushouldn't

darecomeclosetoit.That'sit.Ifihavetodie

waitingsobeit

SheletgoofTshepo'shandandwipedhertearsas

Tsheposatbackandsighed...

Tshepo:ineedsomeair

HesniffedleavingwhileNalepressedhereyes

exhalingafterthedoorclosed...



Nale:nonononono,(sighedagain)thisisnot

happening.Thiscan'tbehappening.Whydoes

thingshavetocometothis?Iwouldratherdiethan

tohavethiscomeout.(Tshepostoppedbythedoor

andfrowned)Myhusbandcanneverknowthati

haveachildwithPrecious

BythedoorTshepo'sheartskippedabeatashe

heardeverythingshesaid.Hewantedtoopenand

goaskherwhatshejustsaidbutdecidednottoand

walkedaway.Thefurtherhewentthemorehegot

anxioustogetclarityfromwhatheheard.He

checkedthetimeandprisonvisitinghourstimehad

passedashesighedandlookedback...

Tshepo:noshe'sgoingtolietoyouratherwaitto

hearfromPreciousfirst.

Heputsomemoneyintothevendingmachineand



grabbedhiscokeandleft.

AthouseofChi...

Shesmiledgettingoffthephonewithherbanker

andthrewinafewnutsinhermouth.Shetookasip

ofwateranddecidedtocallLovemore...

Lovemore:(smiled)MsAdi

Chioma:gooddayMrK.Howareyoudoing?

Lovemore:imwonderfulandyou?

Chioma:imgreat.Youaresoquietthesedaysheh

Lovemore:it'sbeenbusyintheofficeandthingsat

thehousearechaotic.AuntyKisalwaysfighting

withthekids.Shesaysshe'sgettingtheminorder.

It'sonlywithNyashatobepreciseandihave

decidedahletmejustletitbe.NowNyashacalled

mesayingshe'slockedinthebedroom.Iaskedher

whyandshedoesn'twanttosay



Chioma:adisciplinariansheisisee.Doyouthink

maybeNyashasaidsomethingtoherimeanwe

can'tdenythefactthattheyoungladyhasavery

sharptongue.

Lovemore:ibelievesoandevenifshecallsthe

policeauntyKuzivawillhaveherwayaroundthem

Chioma:remindmetonevergetonherbadside

(theylaughed)ihadadreamaboutyoursonlast

nightthough

Lovemore:ok?

Chioma:hewasababyandherefusedtosuckhis

mother'sbreastandshewasinalotofpain

Lovemore:okthat'sabitconfusing

Chioma:asanewmotheryouhavetopumpout

colostrumfirstanditsaidtobeabitofapainful

process.SoinLucas'scasehedidn'twanttoeven

puthismother'stitinhismouthbutshewascrying

andinalotofpain.What'sshockingisthatthere

wasnohowshecouldjustpumpitoutwithout

Lucassuckingherbreast.Thismeansthatforher

togetoutofthatpainsheneededLucaswhowas



refusingtohelp

Lovemore:sowhatexactlydoesthedreammean?

Chioma:exactlythat,whereeverLucas'smotheris

sheneedshishelpandchancesofhimrefusingto

helpherarehigh

Lovemore:whywouldherefuse?Lucasisagood

childChiyouknowthataswell

Chioma:idon'tknowwhyhewouldrefuse.Wejust

havetopushhardinfindingwhohismotheris.

Maybethat'swhenwewillknowwhyhewould

refuse

Lovemore:soyoudidn'tseeherface?

Chioma:nopeididn't

Lovemore:(sighed)ok.Iguesswehavetotalkto

Preciousonemoretimeandhopefullythistimewe

willhaveanswers

Chioma:hopefully

Lovemore:yeah.Anywaydidyoureceiveyourinvite

toMaya'sbirthdayonSaturday?



Chioma:ohyesididimjusthavingadressmade

theysayit'saneveningeventandthere'saspecial

surprise

Lovemore:iwonderwhatitcouldbehasn'tthespirit

shownyouanything?(Theylaughed)

Chioma:thespiritdoesn'talwaysshowme

everythingstopbeingsilly(theylaughedmore)

Lovemore:ineedanicesuitformyselfandLucas

anddressesformyauntandNyashawillyoube

abletohelp?

Chioma:ohdefinitelyjustsendmetheirsizesandi

willhavemygirlssortyouguysout.Thebestfor

thebest

Lovemore:youneverdisappoint

Chioma:(chuckled)mysisterislandingtonightso

youwillgettomeetherattheparty

Lovemore:Sundae'smom?

Chioma:yes

Lovemore:ohthat'sgreatcan'twait.(Officeline

rang)anywayitwasgreatchattingletmeanswer



thephone

Chioma:ciaodon'tforgetthesizes

Lovemore:yebo

Shesmiledhangingupandcalledtheboutique

stores.

AttheKavimba's...

LucastriedthedoorwhileNyashaspokebehindit.

HetookoutthescrewdriverandcheckedifKuziva

wasnotanywherenearby...

Nyasha:comeonLucaswhat'stakingyousolong?

Lucas:ican'tbelieveyouaremakingmedothis

Nyasha.Youshouldlearn...ah!

Hescreamedjumpingawayasahardbeltstroke



landedonhisback...

Kuziva:whatareyoudoing?

Lucas:granny...

Kuziva:grannymyfoot.Lucaswhyareyou

disobeyingmyorders?

Lucas:grannyi...

Kuziva:shutup!(Heswallowedhislipsmassaging

hisback)arenotsupposedtogotothepethouse?

Lucas:iamgranny

Kuziva:thenwhatareyoustilldoinghere?Or

shouldicancelthetrip

Lucas:nogrannyno

Kuziva:noitseemslikeyouareanungratefulchild

Lucassoimightaswell

Lucas:imsorrygrannyiwon'tdoitagainipromise

you,i...

Kuziva:getoutofmyfaceyoustupidboy



Herandownthestairswhilesheclickedhertongue

andtookoutthebedroomkeyoutofherbra.She

openedasNyashatriedtorunoffbutshepushed

herbackinsideasshefellonthefloor...

Kuziva:whatareyoutryingtodo?Younggirldoyou

forgetihavebeenyouragebefore?Yourfather

calledmeandsaidyoutoldhimwhatishappening.

Doyoureallythinkmyownchildcanmakeme

tremble?Huh?Givemeyourphone

Nyasha:no!Youleavemealone

Kuziva:Nyashandipefoniyako(givemeyour

phone)

Nyasha:aiwandinoramba(noirefuse)

Kuziva:(chuckled)eehndirikuonawafungakuti

ndiripanokuzotambanewe(iseeyouthinkimhere

toplaywithyou)ndatindipefoniyakokasikana(i

saidgivemeyourphonelittlegirl)



Shesaidgrabbingherarmsandjerkedherup

throwingheronthebedasNyashascreamed

insultsather...

Kuziva:ndakareravanavakanakahandisi

kuzokutenderakutiufungekutiuripamusoro(ihave

raisedgreatkidsimnotgoingtoallowyouthinkyou

areanysuperior)comehere

Nyashatriedtorunoffbutshegrabbedheragain

andreachedinherbreaststakingthephone...

Nyasha:youareanevilwoman!

Kuziva:youareyettoknowwhoiammygirl.72hrs

andifyoudon'tdosomeselfintrospectionduring

thattimeyouwillberiskingyourownfreedom(she

lockedherinside)

Nyasha:imnotaprisoner!Openthisdoor!(Kuziva

whistledaway)ihateyou!Ihateyouoldwitch!

Kuziva:iloveyoumygirl



Nyashascreamedandsliddownthedoorcrying.

HearinghercryKuzivalookedbackupandsmiled...

Kuziva:yeahnowyouarelearning.Thatcrywill

remindyouthatyouareindeedachild.(Sighed)i

needmesomewater.JesusChristthatwasone

hellofaworkout.Pheew!

AttheDuncan's...

Aftercheckingifthegunwasstillwhereheputit

Saintrandownstairslookingforhissister...

Saint:App...ohsis

Apple:yesbro

Saint:busy?

Apple:yeahimhelpingmomwithputtuingtogether



ashortclipofDuncan'smemories.Iwon'tsayi

don'tgetangrylookingateachpictureofhim,dad

andPatiencebutheyattheendofthedayhewas

theirchild

Saint:isee.Ineedyouradviceonsomething

Apple:ok?

Saint:howdoigetachicktofallforme?(Apple

laughed)imseriousApplecomeon

Apple:sothere'ssomeoneyoulike?

Saint:yeahmanthisotherdarkbeautydudeshe's

gorgeous

Apple:ohwowok.Wellitvaries,somegirlslove

flowersandchocolates,someareenticedbyshoes

andniceclothes.Waitdoyouknowthekindof

personsheis?

Saint:shecomesacrossasanerd

Apple:thenfindwhoherfavoriteauthorisandget

heroneofthebooksfromtheauthor

Saint:thatcouldworkbecauseshe'ssogoodwith

Englishsoanovelwoulddo



Apple:great.Atleastyouarefallingforsomeone

intelligent

Saint:andwena,whenareyoufindingaguy?

Apple:(scoffed)ihaveinvitedTonytogowithmeto

mydad'scolleague'sfuctiononSaturday.

Apparentlyhecan'tgonormombecauseweare

buryingJunioronSaturdaysohewillstillbe

mourning

Saint:whywasn'tiaskedtogo?

Apple:becauseyouare16Sainthello

Saint:ohwowbutyouarestillaschoolgoingchild

Apple:who's18atthatplusmomanddadtrustme

tonotdoanythingmischievous

Saint:thisisnotfairimagoodchildtoo

Apple:thingisyouareaboyandboyswillalways

beboysidon'twanttobabysitallnight

Saint:ohidon'tlikeTonyohTonythisTonythat

lookatyounow?

Apple:(smiled)agirlisallowedtochangehermind



nowleavemealoneihavealotofworktodo.Go

findyourgirlagiftorsomething

Saint:ohimgoingto.Letmegotalktodadand

dashoff

HewentupwhileApplerolledhereyesand

continuedwithwhatshewasdoing.

InRasesa...

VusicameoutofthebedroomandfrownedatMaki

whowasquietlylayingonthecouchwithhereyes

closed...

Vusi:youhavebeentooquietofrecent

Maki:mmh

Vusi:whyisthat?

Maki:iminotallowedtobequietnowVusi?



Vusi:noidon'tmeanitthatwaybutyouknowwe

haveasituation

Maki:(satup)thingisimwonderingwhythey

haven'tcomeforhisthingsandmedication

Vusi:maybetheyboughthimnewclothesandtook

himtothehospital

Maki:nothehospitalwon'tjustgivethem

medicationwithoutcheckingifhefinishedhislast

dosage

Vusi:thentheytoldthedoctorswhat'shappening

Maki:mxmyouknowihaveneverlikedthisgirlVusi?

FromthetimeVictortoldmehehasadaughter

somewhereintheworldineverlikedher.Didyou

seehowproudshewaswhentheywerehere?

(ImitatingMaya)"iwouldlovetoseeyoutry"

(laughed)doessheknowwhoiam?

Vusi:wellmaybeyoushouldschoolher

Maki:ohiwill.Iwantherdead

Vusi:(widenedhiseyes)hmm?

Maki:yesiwantherbodysixfeetundertheground.



Withoutherourlifewillbesomucheasier.Victor

willcomebackhomethenwecontinuewherewe

leftoff.Ihavecometorealisethatthere'ssomepay

-outhe'syettoreceivefromtheminesowecan't

havehimdiebeforethemoneycomes

Vusi:howmuchdoyouthinkitmightbe?

Maki:it'shundredsofthousandsofPulasmyboy

Vusi:sowewillbeswimminginmoney?

Maki:(smiled)ofcoursebabyandwiththisonei

wantustodosomethingthatwillsustainusfor

goodthengetridofhimrightaway

Vusi:justtellmewhatyouneedmetodoandiwill

doit

Maki:firstlyiwantyoutostudyhermoves.Where

shespendsmostofhertime,wheresheshopsand

allthelittledetailsfromthenwewillmovetothe

nextstep

Vusi:yourwishismycommandmama.Comehere

Hekissedherasshechuckledwhilehereachedfor



hisphone.

2HOURSLATER...

Atthemall...

AftergettinghisnewdogwiththehelpofSundae,

theydecidedtogowatchamovie.Itendedasthey

leftthecinemahandinhand...

Lucas:thatwasagreatmovieright?

Sundae:iwouldwatchitoverahundredtimes.You

havegoodtaste(shehithiselbowwithhersasthey

chuckled)

Lucas:thankyousomuch.I'mgladyouenjoyedit

Sundae:trustmeidid.Anywayineedtogethome

beforemyaunt.Sheaskedmetopreparesome

heartytraditionalmeal.Shedoesn'twanttotellme

whybutiknowthere'ssomethinggoingonorshe



hassomethingspecialtotellmetonight

Lucas:ohsoyouknowhertactics?

Sundae:likethebackofmyhand.Whenevershe

asksmetocooksomethingtraditionaliknow

there'ssomethinggoingonandshethinksihaven't

noticed(theylaughed)

Lucas:yeahnehelders.Anywayletmenotkeep

youforlonghey

Sundae:sure.Canigetahug?

Lucas:youdon'thavetoask

TheyhuggedbytheparkingwhileSaintcameoutof

thebookshop.Hewhistledputtingthebookinside

agiftbackbutstoppedseeingthematadistance.

LucaskissedSundae'sforheadastheygotintheir

carswiththeirdriversdrivingoff...

Saint:(frowned)whatthehell?Who'sthisboytrying

tomesswithmelikethis?



Heclickedhistongueandscoffedshakinghishead

gettinginthecaraswell...

Saint:imdonewecangohome

Hisdriveralsotookoff.

THATEVENING

Inprison...

Allinmatessatinthedininghallhavingtheirsupper.

Preciouscurvedherlipspickingthefoodwiththe

plasticforkwhileRonalookedathereatinghers...

Rona:youbettereatup

Precious:thisnonsense?Imighthavegrownup



poorbutimanagedtogetmyselfoutofthat

situationsoplease

Rona:youmeanihelpedyougetout

Precious:mxm

Rona:howisitinyourcell?

Precious:ohlordnoidon'twanttotalkaboutthat.I

don'tknowifthatwomaniscrazyorwhat.Shewas

busylickingmyfaceandfingersandsaiditaste

good

Rona:(frowned)what?

Lady:andthat'sbecauseyoutastegood

ShelaughedasPreciousclosedhereyesstartled

whileRonalookedatherwithherlipscurved...

Rona:andthenwena?Whatiswrongwithyou?

Lady:imsohappythatthistimearoundthey

broughtmesomeonewhotastessogreat.Ilove

apricots(shelickedPrecious)



Rona:hey!

Lady:hmmmyummy

Shelaughedgoingbacktohertablewhilea

disgustedPreciouswipedhercheek...

Rona:whatthehellisthis?

Rocky:exactlywhatyouthinkitis.Doit

Rona:wha...

Sheclosedhereyesgaspingasoneinmatepoured

herjuiceoverherhead...

Rona:bloodypieceof...

ShetriedtojumponRockybutshethrewthewhole

samponRona'sfaceandchokedherasshe

gagged...



Rocky:thisisnotearlierwhenyou...

Guard:Rockystopit!Stopitnow!

Rocky:youhavemessedwiththewrongmanbaby

girl

Guard:Rocky!

SheclickedhertonguelettinggoofRonawho

coughedwipingherface.MeanwhilePrecioussat

backandfrownedlookingatRockywhowalked

awayandwinkedatherthenlickherlips.She

slowlysuckedhermiddlefingerasadisgusted

Preciouslookedaway...

Precious:sies.Areyouokma?

Rona:doilookoktoyou?

Shesaidwithawetandslimyface.



AtJoshua'shouse...

FromtheDuncan'stheyheadedbackhomewith

Mayadriving.Shefeltthefrontwheelonhersidego

oversomethingasthefrownedlookingatone

another...

Joshua:whatwasthat?

Maya:letmecheckmaybeabrickfromthe

pavementcameout

ShestoppedthecarwhileJoshuaopenedthegate

andchecked...

Maya:yeahit'sabrick

Joshua:okwewillhavetoaskthegardenertogetit

fixedinthemorning



Mayadustedherhandsandflippedherhairthen

gotbackinthecar.FromadistanceTanialookedin

hercarwithherlipscurvedaftertakingafew

photosofMaya...

Tania:sothisisthebloodybitch.

AttheAdiole's...

Sundaefrownedhearingacarstopoutsideasshe

tookherseat...

Sundae:youdidn'ttellmewehavevisitorsaunty

Chioma:whydoyouthinkisaidyoushouldmake

anextraplate

Sundae:ithoughtmaybeyouwantedtopackthe

foodtoworktomorroworsomething.Anywaywho

isitiminmypj'sandyouknowidon'tlike...



Abiola:(opened)gboenitiowaniile!(guesswho's

home)

Sundae:(turned)ma!nigbawoniode(ma!When

didyouarrive)(shejumpedinherarmshuggingher)

Chioma:(smiled)heysis

Abiola:youdidnottellmydaughterwewere

coming?

Chioma:iwantedtosurpriseher.Wait,didyoujust

saywe?

Kelechi:(pullingherbagin)what'sthepointof

beingrichwhenyoudon'thavebutlers?Nowwe

havetocarryourownbagsmxxxxxxm

Sundae:auntyKelechi(shetriedtohugherbutshe

stoppedher)

Kelechi:watchitnanathisisrealfurnotthesame

oneauntyChisellsok(smiledchewinghergum)

heysis,wooahyourhouselooksamazingbutyou

needtogetridofthatpotraithoneyyournoseonit

mh-mhnotenticingthat'swhyyouaresinglemen

runawayoncetheyseeit(shelaughedgoingtothe



diningarea)what'scoo...ohwowsometraditional

cousine

Chioma:reallyAbi?

Abiola:imsorrybutsheinsistedtocomewith

Chioma:youshouldhave...(sighed)youknowwhat,

fine.(Fakesmiled)Welcomehomeguys.

SheledthewaytothediningareawhileSundaeand

hermotherfollowedherchucklingandcatchingup.

^

^

^

^

^
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Kelechisangwhiledishingupforherselfasthe

otherstooktheirseats.Shelickherfingersand

burstintoalaugh...

Kelechi:yoursisterthoughChioma.Sowegotinto

aplanefromLondonandshewasseatednextto

thisbeautifulsexyandscrumptious...

Abiola:Lechinowearewithachildhere

Kelechi:howoldareyouagainmybaby?

Sundae:16

Kelechi:oldenoughtounderstandthesethings.So

Chi(scoffed)thisguyisbusytryingtomake

conversationwithyoursisterbutAbibeingAbishe

gavethepoorguyacoldshoulderimthereonthe

otherseattryingtogethertoopenupguesswhat

shedid,sheputonherearphones.Imagine

Abiola:whosaidiwantedtochatwithhimLechi?

Kelechi:Godgivesyouamanonasilverplatterbut

noyoudecidedtoturnablindeyeandbelikethose

5stupidbeautifulwomenfromthebible



Chioma:Kele

Kelechi:noChi,Abineedstogetamanoryoudon't

wantadadmygirl?(Sundaejustlookedather)

don'ttellmeauntyChihasturnedyouintonun

Abiola:okenoughKelechi.Chihowhavethings

beenlove?

Chioma:ohthingsaregreatlovebusinessisdoing

sogood.

Sundae:imjusthappythatyoufinallydecidedto

comethissidemom

Abiola:imissedyoutoobaby

TheyhuggedchucklingwhileKelechirolledher

eyes...

Kelechi:wheredoy'allpartyhereimnotgoingto

boremyselfwiththetwoofyouimheretohavefun

Chioma:whenareyougoingtotonedownthough

Lechi?



Kelechi:whenareyougoingtotonedownonthe

bible?

Chioma:ohwow

Kelechi:exactly

Chioma:afriendisthrowinghiswomanasurprise

partytomorrowsowewillbegoingthere

Kelechi:nowyouaretalkingmaybeiwillscore

myselfasexyTswanianguy(shewinkedand

laughed)orwhatdotheycallthemhere?Tswanians?

Sundae:TswanaauntyTswananotTswanians

(ChiomaandAbiolalaughed)

Chioma:ihopeyoubehavebecauseidon'twantto

beputtingoutfirestherethelastthingiwantisto

beembarassed

Kelechi:soimanembarrassment

Abiola:youknowhowyoucangetKele

Kelechi:youofallpeopleknowmebetterAbicome

onnow

Abiola:honestlythoughshemightstillbeacrazy



partyanimalbutshehastoneddownonthedrama

Chioma:ohatleastthere'ssomelightinthere(they

laughed)

Kelechi:mxxxm.Anywaydresscode?

Chioma:elegance

Kelechi:ooohyesmykindofvibes.Wait,it'snot

thosebringyourownpoorvibesright?Africanscan

befunnyattimes

Chioma:reallynow?

Kelechi:wonderful

ChiomasighedandshookherheadwhileSundae

andhermothercaughtup.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Inprison...



TheladysharingacellwithPreciousopenedher

eyesandlookedatPreciouswhowasfastasleep.

Shesmiledandslowlysatupstilllookingather.

Shegotoffherbedandtiptoedtothebars

checkingiftherewasanyonenearbyandthere

wasn't.ShesmiledgoingtothebunkPreciouswas

sleepingonandsmiledmorelookingdownonher.

Shesquattedandsoftlycaressedherhairwhile

Precioussoftlygroanedinhersleep.Thelady

smiledandlickherlipslookingatPrecious'sear.

Sheswallowedandwentforitwithherteethas

Preciousquicklywokeupandscreamed...

Precious:whatareyoudoing!Stop!Help!Help!Ah!

Thattimethelady'steethweredeepinherearwith

bloodcomingoutasguardscamerunning...

Guard:Latoya!Stopit!Latoya!



ShepulledoutapartofitasPreciousscreamed

terrifiedandinpain.Latoyalaughedchewingonit

astheguardopenedthecell...

Guard:areyoucrazy!Lookatwhatyouhavedone

Latoya:(swallowedandlickedthebloodonherlips)

yummy

Precious:(crying)thisisbullshit!Whatkindofa

humanbeingareyou

Guard:weneedmedicalassistancethisside!

Latoya:myapricot(shelaughed)

Guard:youaregoingbacktosolitaryLatoyawe

havehadenoughofyou!

Latoya:what!?No!Youcan'tdothattome.(The

guardgrabbedher)youarecomingwithmenow!

Latoya:no!No!

Theguardsdraggedheroutwhiletheotherguards

assistedableedingPreciouswithapartofherear



gone.Thesirenrangaseveryonequicklygotupand

preparedtogototheshowers.Theystoodinaline

whileRockyandhercrewwalkedpastallofthem.

RonawasfourthinthelineasRockyandherladies

wenttothefront...

Rona:soyouguysarejustgoingtowatchthese

peopledothis?Nowecameherefirstsoyoubetter

gojointhelinefromtheback.(Theyignoredher)

Evenifyoucanignoremeisaidgojoin...

Rocky:youmusthavebeenanuisancegrowingup

wouldkeepquiet

Rona:aslongasyouthinkyouareaboveeveryone

inhereimnotgoingtokeepquiet

Rocky:ohokthencontinueblabberingweshallsee

wherethattakesyou

Rona:ihonestlydon'tunderstandpeoplewhothink

it'sokforthemtojustbullyus.Weareallequalls

herewedidnotcomeheretobecomechildrento

anyone.Imagineayounggirlorshouldisayboy

likeyouthinktheycanwalkoverawomanmyage.



Sorryfoopapawearenotyourchildrenhere

understood?(Rockyscoffedshakingherhead)if

youthinkimgoingtoletyougetawaywiththisthen

youshouldthinkagain

Guards:thefirst7cangoin

AsRockyandhercrewwereabouttomaketheir

wayinRonaranpastthemastheystoppedand

lookedather...

Rocky:andthen?

Rona:itoldyou

ShelaughedgoingintoashowerasRockyand5

otherswentinaswell...

Rona:nkasetlegotallwakengwanakelekana(im

notgoingtobedisrepectedbyachildatmyage)



Otherinmateswaitingshooktheirheadswhile

Rockyopenedwaterintoabucket.Shegotoutof

hershowerandopenedRona'sassheturned...

Rona:whatthe...

Rockysplashedhotwateroverherbodyasshe

screamedslippingdownwhileeveryonelaughed...

Rona:youshit!

Rocky:untilyoulearnwhoiamimnotgoingtostop

teachingyoualesson

Sheclickedhertonguegoingbacktohershower

whileRonasattherebreathingheavily.Inthemale

prisonKitsogotintheshowerandquietlyscrubbed

hisbody.Hereachedforthesoapasitslippedoff

hishandashefrozeclosinghiseyes...



Man:goonbabypickitup

Kitso:imok

Man:soyouarenotgoinglistentoinstructionsnow?

Kitso:isaidimok

Man:boys

Twootherguysgotholdofhimashefoughttoget

themtoletgoofhim...

Man:whathappenstoachildwhodoesn'tlistento

instructionsboys?

Men:theygetpunished(heslappedKitso)

Man:whathappenstoachildwhonevergets

punishedboys?

Men:theygetrotten(heslappedKitsoagain)

Man:anddaddydoesn'tlikekidswhoare?

Men:illmannered



Heslappedhimagainastheyletgoofhim...

Man:nowpickupthatsoap(Kitsoswallowed

lookingathim)isaidpickthesoapup!(He

strangledhimashegagged)

Kitso:okok

Guard:what'sgoingoninhere?

Man:(chuckled)ahbozawearejusthelpinghim

pickuphissoap

Guard:leavehimalone

Man:seeyoulaterbaby

Hesmiledandwinkedathimastheywalkedout

laughing.Kitsoswallowedandsighedoutofrelief

astheguardscoffedleavingaswell.

AttheDuncan's...



AfterwashinghisfaceSaintheadedtohissister's

roomwhowassittinginfrontofherdressingmirror

fixingherheadscarf...

Apple:youknowidon'tappreciateapersonwho

justthrowsthemselvesinmyroomwithout

knocking

Saint:sorryit'sjustthaticouldn'tsleepsis

Apple:(frowned)why?

Saint:isawthegirlilikewithanotherguy

Apple:youlie

Saint:isweartoyou

Apple:andwhatdidyousay?

Saint:nothing.Theygotintheircarsanddroveoff

afterhekissedherforehead

Apple:soyournerdisalittlebitch?

Saint:ahAppledon'tcallherthat

Apple:buttheresheisbeingkissedbyotherguys



whileshe'swithyou

Saint:wearenotofficialyetandihaven'ttoldher

thatilikeher

Apple:soyoudon'tevenknowifshehasa

boyfriendornot?

Saint:yeah.

Apple:yohyourissueiscomplicatednow

Saint:butilikehersis.Ireallyreallylikeher

Apple:butthenitlookslikeshe'soccupieddear

brother

Saint:butiwantherApple

Apple:wagodirajangjaanongpapa?(Whatareyou

goingtodoaboutit)

Saint:imgoingtofightforher

Apple:whatifshe'sloyal?

Saint:iwantherApple

Apple:(frowned)idon'tthinkilikethesoundofthat

Saint:haveyoueverlovedsomeonethatyoudon't



wanttolosethemtoanyone?

Apple:imnotahopelessromanticdearbrothersoi

can'trelate.ImeanSaintyoudon'tevenknowthis

girlthatmuch.Whatifsomewheredowntheline

youdecideshe'snottherightgirlforyou?Justletit

go

Saint:iwantSundaeandimgoingtowinher

HeleftwhileApplefrownedandscoffed...

Apple:neversayididn'tstopyouoncetheybeatthe

lifeoutofyoumybrother.(Laughed)menandtheir

egos

Shesaidgoingoutinaskirt,cardiganand

headscarf.

AttheKavimba's...



LovemoresighedcomingdownwhileKuzivasmiled

finishingwiththebreakfast...

Lovemore:morning

Lucas:morningdad

Kuziva:morningson

Lovemore:where'sNyasha?(Lucasscoffed)

Kuziva:inherbedroom

Lovemore:ahauntyyouarestillkeepingherin

there?

Kuziva:yessheshouldlearnsomemanners

Lovemore:noauntythat'snotgood.Theharderyou

areonherthemoresheclosesupandturnsinto

somethingwewon'tbeabletocontrol

Kuziva:Nyashaneedstolearnthatlifeisnotawalk

inapark

Lovemore:igetthatauntybuttherearesomany

waysofteachingachildrespect.IknowNyasha

hasasharptonguebutwedon'thavetotreather



likeananimal.Thischildisgoingthroughalot

auntyandweshouldn'tturnablindeyetothat.I

understandthatyouareatraditionalistauntybut

timeshavechangedyoucan'tdesciplineachildlike

youdisciplinedusbackintheday.Childrenoftoday

arefragile

Kuziva:that'swheretheproblemiswithyounew

ageparentsyouwanttotreatthesekidslikeeggs.

Thereasonwhyyouaregoodkidsisbecauseof

howweraisedyouandit'sthesamemethodthat

shouldtobeusedonothercominggenerations

Lovemore:butauntylikeisaidNyashaisgoing

throughalot.Thischildwasraped,stabbedand

foundoutshe'snotaKavimbaandthelastnailon

thecoffinisthathermotherisinprison.Imnot

sayingweshouldwalkoneggshellsaroundherbut

let'ssupportherwhileteachingheronhowtobea

greatyoungwoman.She'sonahealingpath

(Kuzivasighedsittingback)canipleasehavethe

keytoherroom?



Shesquinthereyesathimandgavethemtohim

thenheadeduptoNyasha'sbedroomwhileLucas

quietlyatehisfood...

Lovemore:Nyasha?

Nyasha:areyouheretotellmehowillmanneredi

amaswell?

Lovemore:nobabyimnot.Pleasegetreadyweare

goingtotheofficetogethertoday

Nyasha:why?

Lovemore:iwantustospendthedaytogether

Nyasha:ok

HesmiledleavingasNyashasighedgettingoutof

bedandwenttothebathroom...

Lovemore:iwillgowithhertotheofficetodayi

wantustohaveachat



Kuziva:welldon'tsayinevertried

Lovemore:iknowyoumeanwellauntybutletme

takecareofitnow.Lucasimgoingtotryandtalkto

Preciouslateronok

Lucas:doyouthinkshewillgiveyouananswer?

Lovemore:shewon'thaveachoice

Lucas:goodluckimdonewiththatwoman.Ieven

lostmyappetite

Hepushedtheplateawayandheadedupstairsas

KuzivalookedatLovemorewhosighed.

InTania'shouse...

ShecurvedherlipsgoingthroughMaya'sphotos

andscoffedshakingherhead...

Tania:thisgirlreallythinksshegoingtogo



anywherewithJoshuanotifihaveanythingtodo

withit.Thatmanisminewetherheorshelikesitor

not(shemadeacall)

Rony:Tania

Tania:uncleRonyhi

Rony:howareyoudoing?

Tania:imgooduncleRonyimgoingtosendyoua

fewphotosiwantyoutolookintothemandtryfind

thenameoftheperson

Rony:ohok.Why?

Tania:someonetryingtomessaroundinmy

territory

Rony:(laughed)doesitinvolveaman?

Tania:factishe'smine

Rony:Taniadon'tdothattoyourselfmychild

Tania:uncleRonyimtellingyouthatthismanis

mine

Rony:ifhewasyourshewouldn'tbemessing

aroundnowwouldhe?



Tania:areyougoingtohelpmeorshouldifind

someonewhowilldoitforme?

Rony:iwillhelpyou

Tania:thankyou.Whenshouldiexpectfeedback?

Rony:beforetheendoftheday

Tania:(smiled)iknewicouldcountonyoumalome.

Bye

TheyhungupasTaniasmiledsittingbackandsent

herunclethephotos.

InPrison...

WithabandageonherearPreciousmadewayinto

thevisitingareaandfrownedseeingTshepo.

Tshepofrownedaswellseeingthebandageonher

ear.Sheprobablygotintoafight.Hesaidtohimself

asPrecioussatdown...



Precious:ohsonowyouthinkyoucancometome

afterallthemessyoucaused?Tshepodoyouknow

thathadyoumindedyourownbusinesswe

wouldn'tbeheretoday?Imeanhowdoyougooff

and...

Tshepo:Nalesaysshehasachildwithyou

Preciousheartskippedabeatasahugelumpgot

stuckonherthroat.Sheswalloweditwithhereyes

widenedwhileTshepolookedatherwithaserious

faceon.

^

^

^

^
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Precioussneeredwithherlipscurvedandsatback...

Precious:Nalesaidwhat?

Tshepo:youheardwhatisaid

Precious:sowhatareyoudoinghere?Whydon't

youtalktoheraboutitthen?

Tshepo:becauseiknowshe'sgoingtotryandtrick

herwayoutofwhatshesaid.Samethingyouare

goingtotrytodobutimnotgoingtositforthat.

Whatdidshemeanbythat?

Precious:unfortunatelyyouwastedyourlittletime

andenergybycominghere.Askherthatquestion

notme(sheclickedhertonguestanding)

Tshepo:(satback)ohokthenibelieveyouwouldn't

mindmegoingtoaskyourchildrenwhichoneof

themisnotyours

Preciousfrozefacingtheotherwayandclosedher



eyesswallowing.Sheexhaledandturned...

Precious:youknowwhatimtired.Imgettingsick

andtiredofthesecatandmousegames

Tshepo:goodthenstarttalking

Precious:(putherhandsonherdeskandleanedon

him)yourpreciouswifecarriedmy16yearoldson

forme(Tshepofrownedashisheartskippedabeat)

yesthereyouhaveit.

Tshepo:how?

Precious:shesleptwithmyhusband.(Tshepo

swallowed)Thesameyearyouwenttoschoolover

seasisthesameyearshecarriedLucasforme

Tshepo:soNalecheatedonme?

Precious:hamonatejwang

Tshepo:youwomenareevilandihopeyouboth

burninhellwithyourmother.Ican'tbelievei

marriedawomanwhosawitfittobetraymelike

that.Ican'tbelieveisharedabedwithawoman

who'scapableofsuchthings.Hereiwaswillingto



overlookthefactthatshewasinvolvedinwitchcraft

plotswithyoubecausesheendedupchoosingme

butnoiwasfoolingmyself.Icursethedayifellin

lovewiththatwomanandihopeshediesfromthe

kidneyfailure

HeclickedhistongueleavingwhilePrecious

frowned...

Precious:didyoujustsaykidneyfailure?(Tshepo

continuedout)Tshepocomebackhere,Tshe...

Shesighedandslowlystoodupstraightdigesting

whatshejustheard.Asmileslowlybrokeasshe

madeherwaybacktothecell...

Precious:karmanervermissesanaddress.Ihope

Tshepodoesn'tgotothekidsorevenifhedoes

Lovemoreshouldhaveherarrestedforrapebut

whatusewillitbebecauseLucasisgoingtorefuse



withhiskidneyand...(sheburstintoaloudlaugh)

ohthisissogood(turnedtotheguard)ifyoudidn't

believeinkarmastarttodaymylovebitchnever

restsuntilshegetsyou

Sheheavedahugesighwithabigsmileonherface.

Attheholdingcells...

Kgomotsoquietlysatwaitingforhersisterwho

camewithasadfaceon.Hereyeswereswollen

andredfromallthecrying...

Kgomotso:ohsisterbathong(Patiencefoughtto

blockhertears)imsosorrymothowame

Patience:(curvedherlips)whyKgomotsowhy

wouldshedothistome?It'snotmyproblemthat

shecan'thavekids.WhywouldLornahurtmychild

likethis?



Kgomotso:(confused)Lornaagain?

Patience:ofcourseKgomotsothatwitchused

Onkabetsetopushherwickedagenda

Kgomotso:thesamewomanrunningupanddown

preparingforJunior'ssendoff?

Patience:she'sdoingsotoputaweboveryou

idiot'sfaces.She'shappynowshegotridofthe

threattoherdeadmarriage

Kgomotso:comeonPatienceiknowyouareangry

butno,LornaisagoodwomanPatienceyouarethe

oneinthewronghere.Thefactthatsheaskedme

tobeapartofthefuneralarrangementsshouldsay

alot

Patience:waitseosesoKgomotsooeyethefelae

tsiediwangkemosadiyomongwe.(Youareanidiot,

youaresodumpthatyoucanwatchawomanfool

youlikethis)Can'tyouseewhatshe'sdoing?She

wantsyoutothinkshe'sgoodbut....(swallowed)

youknowwhat,idon'twanttotalkaboutthatwitch

butthesecondimoutofhereimgoingtogoafter

herwholefamilyshewillknowwhoiam.Kemolete



nnayoudon'tplaylikethatwithme.

Kgomotso:(sighed)talkingtoyouisastalkingtoa

brickwall.Whyaretheystillkeepingyouhere?

Wereyounotsupposedtobeoutonbail?

Patience:imstillwaitingonalawyer.

Kgomotso:whatlawyer,thestatelawyer?

Patience:yes

Kgomotso:owaiforgetaboutthosedear.Kante

wenadidn'tyouputsomemoneyaway?

Patience:mymoneyisfixedican'taccessitnow

Kgomotso:ijo(checkedthetime)imgoingto

Gaborone.Todayisthecollectionofthebody

Patience:(scoffed)soimnotgoingtoburymyown

childKgomotso?

Kgomotso:youbroughtitonyourselfmylove.How

longhaveitoldyoutostayawayfromtheDuncan's?

Butyouneverwantedtolisten.It'ssopainfulthat

littleJuniorhadtohecaughtupinallthismess.

Salasentlemma(staywell)



Shepushedthechairbackandsighedleavingwhile

Patiencesatback.Thethoughtofhernotburying

herchildpiercedherheartlikeasharpnailasshe

putherhandsonherfaceandburstintotearsagain.

InJoshua'shouse...

WiththehelpofthehomenurseKeneilwefinished

dressingVictorwholookedverycleanandwellkept.

Hewasalwaysbathedbutthebathhejusthadfelt

different.WasitbecauseofKeneilwe'sgentleness?

ThenurseleftasKeneilwebuttoneduphisshirtand

brushedhiseyebrows...

Keneilwe:done

Victor:thankyou

Keneilwe:youdon'thavetomentionit

Victor:nothankyoulikereallythankyou



Keneilwe:for?

Victor:whatyouaredoingforme.Youshouldbe

throwingstonesandchairsatmenowbutyouare

not.Idon'tdeserveanyofthisespeciallyafterthe

wayihavetreatedyouthat'swhyifeellikeim

obligedtothankyoueachsecondiget

Keneilwe:wellihadachatwithMayaandsheput

somelightintome.Focusingonthepastdoes

nothingbutdeepenthewoundbutmovingonheals

thewoundcompletely

Victor:(smiled)awiseyoungwomanthatoneneh?

Keneilwe:(smiled)shetakesafterhermotherof

course

Victor:whofertilizedwhoagain?(Theylaughed)

Keneilwe:thatdoesn'tmatterimeaneventhelooks

Victor:butshehasmynose.Thesharppointywhite

nose(theylaughed)andmyeyes

Keneilwe:justthetwoofthoseohcomeon

Victor:hello,skincolourserengmongwaneng

(theylaughedoutloud)



Keneilwe:bathongVictorwhenwillyoustopwith

thissillybehaviourofyoursgatweskincolourse

rengmo...

Theylaughedsoharduntiltheirbodieshurtas

Victorstartedtocoughbadly...

Keneilwe:areyouok?

Hejustbeathischestcoughingasshequickly

grabbedhisoxygentankandputthemaskonhim

asthecoughingsubsided...

Keneilwe:therewego.Youwilllandmeintrouble

ija(hefoughtsohardnottolaugh)Victorstop

it...Vic...

TheylaughednonethelessasHerbertandApril

wentin...



Herbert:wewanttoknowthejokeaswell

Keneilwe:yourgrandfatherisjustbeingsilly.He's

busyteasingmydaughter

April:whatdidhesayaboutmymother?(Shesaid

holdingherwaistastheylaughed)

Victor:guysstopityouwanttokillme

Herbert:ohnonoidon'twantyoutogowithout

teachingmeallthecardgametricksfirst

April:rememberyoupromisedyouwillteachme

howtosingbeautifylikemama

Victor:ohlove,shealsogotthesingingfromme

Keneilwe:ohpleaseVictorstopgivingyourself

undeservingcreditjustlistentothisguysandtell

mewho'sabettersinger

ShedidafewchoralpentatonicnotesasVictortook

offthemaskanddidsomeaswell.Herbertand

Aprilwidenedtheireyeslookingatthemaswhat



wassupposedtobeajoketurnedintoaserious

singoffuntilthecoughingcamebackagain...

Keneilwe:andiwon

Herbert:noit'sgrandad

April:buthecoughed

Herbert:stillhewasgooddidyouhearthat...

Heimitatedhisgrandfatherastheylaughed.

Keneilweshookherheadandputthetankunderhis

newwheelchairrollinghimout.Thekidsimitated

themwhiletheylaughed.

InRasesa...

Makitookherglassesoffandclosedthebookshe

wasreadingasVusisatdownsmilingandfinished

talkingtothephone...



Maki:and?

Vusi:ahnowegother

Maki:imlistening

Vusi:she'sworkinginKgangTravelandtours

company.Staysinblock10(toldhertheplot

number)drivesthelatestGTI(toldhertheplate

number)

Maki:(smiled)ohmythisissogood

Vusi:sowhat'sthenextstep?

Maki:hijackandkill

Vusi:okwhatcanihelpwith?

Maki:makesuretofind7fitboystofollowher.

Theymustbearmedandbeabletoshoottokill.I

wantnomistakesunderstood?

Vusi:trustmeiwon'tfailyou

Maki:goodandmakesuretheybutcherher.Cuther

intostewinghumanfleshifpossible



Vusi:gotthat.Whenshouldwedoitbecauseshe's

alwaystravellingwithwhatseemstobeher

boyfriendenathesameguyshecameherewith

Maki:eveniftheykillthemtogetheridon'tcare.He

lookswelloffsohemusttheoneearningalot.With

himdeadtheywon'tbeabletokeepupwithVictor's

needs

Vusi:ok(athoughtcrossedhismind)wait,how

aboutwelaylowabitandwaitforhertoputhimon

lifeinsurancepoliciesthenwekillthematonce?

Maki:(smiled)ohsoyoucanbesmarthey

Vusi:(smiled)afterallimsharingabedwiththe

smartestwoman

Maki:moremoneyforusbaby

Theylaughedasaknockcamethrough...

Maki:(frowned)whoisit?

Vusi:idon'tknow



Maki:(clearedherthroat)whoisit?

Kereng:thepolicepleaseopenup

TheyfrownedlookingatoneanotherasMakiwent

toopen...

Maki:oh,sir

Kereng:youremembermeright?

Maki:ofcourseyoucameherewiththatyounggirl

andaccusedmeofabusingmyhusband

Kereng:andthat'swhywearehereagain.Ithas

beenproventhatMrLentswehassufferedsome

bonefracturesfromfalling

Maki:excuseme?

Kereng:yesma'am.SoMakiLentsweandyour

nepheworwhateveritisweareheretoarrestyou

formistreatinganunableperson

Both:what!?



Kereng:officerscuffthem

Maki:aewearenot...

Kereng:nomamalet'snotwasteoneanother'stime

please

SheandVusitriedtofighttheofficersbutfailedas

theydraggedthemout.Kerengscoffedshakinghis

headandlockedthehousewhiletheduogot

thrownintoavan.

InPrison...

RonafrownedseeingPreciouswhohadabandage

onherear...

Rona:andthenwena?

Precious:thatcrazywomanishareacellwithbit

myearoffbutthatisn'timportantwhat'simportant

is...



Rona:wait,shedidwhat?Nothat'snotright

Preciousweshouldreportthesepeople.Howdare

theytakeyouinacellwithacrazywoman?That's

unlawfulandwecansuethem.Weneedtogeta

lawyerand...

Precious:okokihearyouwewillgettothatonebut

canyoupleaselistentome

Rona:whatisit?

Precious:(smiled)itoldthetruth

Rona:whattruth?

Precious:aboutNale

Rona:waitwhat!?Preciousareyoucrazyhowcan

you...

Precious:yohRonacanyoupleasetoneitdown

withtheshouting

Rona:noPreciousareyouawareofwhatthiswould

dotoyourrelationshipwithyourkids?

Precious:itdoesn'tmatterwhatmattersisthe

effectsit'sgoingtohaveonthatunscrupulous

witch(Ronafrowned)she'ssufferingfromkidney



failureandneedsadonor.Nooneisamatchandi

believeLucasis.KnowingwhoNaleisLucasis

goingtorefusetogiveherakidneyandguesswhat,

shewilldie.But,let'ssayshe'sluckytofindadonor

besidesLucas,Tshepoisgoingtodivorceherand

whenshehealsLovemoreisgoingtoslapherwith

rapecharges.Imeanhowsweetiskarma(she

laughedasasmilebrokeonRona'sface)getit?

Shehasnowayout

Rona:ican'tbelieveimgoingtosaythisbutim

proudofyoufortellingthetruth.Nowtheuniverse

isgoingtodealwithherforus

Precious:iwishicouldshakethisbitchcalled

karma'shandyouknow(theylaughed)

Rona:good,withheroutofthewaylet'stalkabout

theadvantagesofyoursituationforusbut

first...(scoffed)ogongathiletsebekannete?(Did

shereallybiteoffyourear)

RonalaughedwhilePreciouspoutedannoyed.



AtKavimbamotors...

LovemorewentintohisofficewhileNyashaplayed

onherphone...

Lovemore:howareyoudoing?

Nyasha:imboredbutitsbetterthanstayinghome

Lovemore:okiwillfindyousomethingtodobut

firstiwantustotalkmygirl

Nyasha:mhem

Lovemore:youareaveryopinionatedyounggirl

andiunderstandthatbutiwantyoutounderstand

thateventhemostopinionatedpeopleneedhelpat

timesandbeingopinionateddoesn'tgivethemthe

righttospeaktotheiradultshowevertheywant.

There'sathinlinebetweenbeingopinionatedand

beingacompletebruteandatyourageyoushould

beabletodifferentiatethose.Youhavebeen

throughalotmychildandapartofmefeelslike

youaresuppressingthefeelingwhichthenforces



youtobethisangryyounggirl.Youareangryright?

(Shenodded)that'swhyineedyoutostart

counsellingagain

Nyasha:butdadi...

Lovemore:trustmetalkingaboutyourfeelingswill

helpyoudealwithallyouhavebeenthrough.This

processwillhelpyoubeabetterpersonmychild.I

don'tlikeseeingyoufightwithyourgrandmother.

Shestillbelievestheoldmethodofdisciplinestill

applyinthiserabutthat'snothowitis.Times

changeandsodoescultureevolvepeoplehave

rightsnowandshecanbearrestedforwhatshedid.

Youwouldhavecalledthepoliceshouldshehad

nottakenyourphoneright?(Shenodded)andthey

weregoingtotakeheraway.Evenyoumychild

werenotrighttosayallthethingsyousaidtoher

that'sdisrespectfulanddemeaningsoiwantyouto

apologisetoherandshewillapologisetoyou.

NyashayouandLucasarestillkidsandaskidsyou

areoughttocarryoutsomeresponsibilitiesinthe

house.ThathouseisnotminenorgrannyKuziva's

butyours,thetwoofyou.Whoseresponsibilityisit



tomakesureit'singoodshape?

Nyasha:ours

Lovemore:goodsoinsteadofbeingonyourphone

allthetime.Havearoutinethatyoudoeveryday

especiallywhenschoolsareclosedlikethis.That's

allgrannywantsfromthetwoofyou.Asayoung

womanyouhavetoknowhowtocookusethetime

youarespendingonyourphonetowatchcooking

classesandtryoutnewthingsatthehouse

Nyasha:okdad

Lovemore:(tookherhand)andlastlydespiteyou

findingoutthatyouarenotmydaughteryoushould

knowthatimyourfatherandiwillalwaysloveyou.

Bloodornotyouaremine

Nyasha:(smiled)thankyoudad

Lovemore:andagainiheardwhatyoudidtoMaya's

daughtersoiwantyoutoapologisetoher

Nyasha:ok

Lovemore:good.Soweagreethatyouwillstart

counsellingsessionsforyoutobeabetterwoman?



(Shenodded)perfectiwillcallMsAdioleandbook

anappointmentwithherforyou.Comehere(they

hugged)iloveyouok

Nyasha:iloveyoumore

Lovemore:let'sgofindyousomethingtodo

Hesmiledtakingherhandassheleftherphoneon

hisdeskandfollowedhimout.

THATAFTERNOON...

AtTshepo'shouse...

Hetookasipofhisdoubletotcognacandgrunted

swallowingit.Hestillcouldn'tbelievewhatNaledid

tohimandallhewantedrightthatsecondwasfor

hertobepunished.Wasitgoingtobebydeathor

hewantedtoseeherloseherwilltolivedayinand

dayout?Heaskedhimselfashestoodonhisfeet



andexhaled.Hepacedaroundwiththetwooptions

runningonhismind.Hesatonthedeskandheaved

anothersightakinghisphone.Hewentintogoogle

andsearchedKavimbamotors.Thenumber

displayedashetappedonitandpressedcall...

Lady:Kavimbamotorshowmayibeofhelp?

Tshepo:youarespeakingtoTshepofromTS

HoldingsmayispeaktoMrKavimba?

Lady:okjustasecondasiputyouthrough(shedid)

Lovemore:KavimbamotorsthisisMrKavimba

speaking

Tshepo:(clearedhisthroat)youarespeakingto

Tsheposir,Nale'shusband

Lovemore:ohTshepowhatcanihelpwith?

Tshepo:doyouhavetimethiseveningthere's

somethingiwouldlikeustotalkabout

Lovemore:ohok.Yessiricanmakesometime

what'sthisabout?



Tshepo:ourwives

Lovemore:ohokiwilldefinitelymaketimeforyou

then

Tshepo:thankyousomuch.Pleasepassyour

privatenumbersothaticansendyoulocation

Lovemore:noproblem

HedidastheyhungupwhileatthehospitalNale

swallowedasanursewalkedin...

Nale:sister,whattimeisit?

Nurse:15:50

Nale:okthankyou

ShefrownedwonderingwhyTshepodidn'tcome

checkonherthatafternoonbutthensighedasshe

thoughthewasheldupandwillcomeinthe

evening.



AttheDuncan's...

Crowd: Yawayawale'mbewu,yawayawaoh

yawayawalembewuyawayawel'mhlabeni...

Theysangas4mentookbabyDuncan'scoffinout

ofthehearseandmadewayintothehousewiththe

familyfollowingthem.Duncanwalkedwithhishead

downsilentlycryingwhileLornatightlyheldhis

handrubbinghisarm.

^

^

^

^

^
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Theyputthecoffinonthestandinthemain

bedroomasthecrowdstoppedsinging...

Pastor:mayweallbowourheadsandpray.Father

hereweareagainwithourrestinglittleangelforthe

lasttimeinthisworld.Fatherbewiththefamily

tonightastheywillbepreparingtosendhimoffto

hisfinalrestingplace.Maytheangelsofheavenbe

withhimandtherestofthefamilyfromhereon

ChristLord.HealtheirshutteredheartsJesus

remindthemthatcomfortisfoundinyouourLord

andsaviour.InJesus'smightynameLordwepray.

Amen

All:amen

Pastor:thankyoueveryonemaywehave

announcementsifthereareany

Man:thankyoupastor.Thankyoutoeveryonewho

hasbeenwithusthepastfewdays.Asthepastor



saidinhisprayerwewillbelayingoursontorest

tomorrowandtheprogramshallcommenceat5:30

inthemorning.Itwillbeashortserviceasthisisa

childsoyouareadvicedtobeontime.Onyourway

outtherearesomepackstosnackonpleasegrab

someforyourselvesasyoumakeyourwayout.

Thankyou

Theymadetheirwayoutgrabbingonthesnack

packswhileApplecalledKgomotso...

Kgomotso:hi

Apple:sohisschoolmateswillbeabletocome

right?

Kgomotso:yesiconfirmedwiththeheadteacher

whilewewereatthemortuaryshesaidtheschool

buswilltransportthem

Apple:good.Wantsomethingtodrink?

Kgomotso:eishmmakenyorilwebirigore(im

thirstyforalcohol)



Apple:nnyammathatidon'thaveaccessto.You

stillwannadrinkafterwhathappened?

Kgomotso:imsorrymynephewisnomorebut

that'snotgoingtostopmefromdrinking

Apple:oh,ok

Kgomotso:butiwillholdmyselfuntiltomorrow

Applescoffedshakingherheadandmadeherway

outtoTonywhileMayaandJoshuamadewayto

themainbedroomaftertakingtheirsnacks...

Joshua:bagolo(adults)

All:eerra

Joshua:Duncanweareleavingwewillcomeforthe

burialtomorrow

Duncan:noproblemthanksforcoming

Joshua:noproblem.Everyoneelsewillcome

tomorrow



Duncan:it'snotaproblem

Maya:becomfortedMrDuncan

Duncan:thankyouMsMoeti

TheysmiledleavingwhileoutsideApplesaid

goodbyetoTonywholeftandfrownedseeingSaint

sittingalonewithhismindmilesaway.Shewentto

himandpokedhisshoulderashejumpedstartled...

Saint:youscaredmeman

Apple:areyouok?

Saint:yeswhy?

Apple:youareawfullyquietandjumpySaint.Isit

thegirl?

Saint:ijustcan'tstopwonderingwhothatboyis

youknow

Apple:haveyouspokentoyourgirl?

Saint:yesbutshehasn'trespondedmymessages



Apple:justletitgomanahyouwillfindanothergirl

Saint:whycan'tyouunderstandthatilikethisgirl

andiwantheronly?

Apple:okthatsoundslikeanobsessionandan

obsessionwilldonothingbutputyouinsituations

youwon'tbeabletocontrol

Saint:justleavemealoneApple

Apple:Saintdon'tbethatpersonplease

Saint:eishdoyouevermindyourownbusiness

though?

Apple:ohwow

Saint:leavemealonethat'sallimaskingfromyou

nothingmuchbuttomindyourownbusiness

HestoodupleavingwhileApplefrownedasking

herselfalotofquestions.

AttheKavimba's...



Nyashamadeherwayintothehouseandfound

Kuzivainthekitchen...

Nyasha:gooddaygranny

Kuziva:hello

Nyasha:whereisLucas?

Kuziva:hewenttoMaya'shouse

Nyasha:ohok.Doyouneedsomehelpthere?

(Kuzivafrowned)yes,no?

Kuziva:youcanhelp

Nyasha:ok

Shesmiledputtinghersmallbagonthecouchand

wenttothekitchenwhereshewashedherhands

andtookthechoppingboardfromKuziva...

Nyasha:dadsayshe'sgoingtocomehomelate.



He'smeetingafriendfordrinksandfoodsowe

shouldn'twaitonhim

Kuziva:ohok.Lucasisalsogoingtosleepat

Maya'shousesoit'sjustthetwoofus

Nyasha:ohokmaybethenthisisourchancefor

youtoteachmehowtoknit

Kuziva:oh

Nyasha:yeah.Ihaveseenthebeautifulthingsyou

madefromwoolsoiwanttolearn.Youneverknow

maybeiwillbeperfectasyouandwecanstartour

ownbusiness(shechuckled)

Kuziva:ohoktheniwillteachyou.

Nyasha:andijustwanttosayimsorryforallthe

thingsisaidtoyou.Thatwassoillmanneredofme

anduncalledforsoimreallysorry

Kuziva:o-kay

Nyasha:andfromnowoniwillstartbeingthechild

youwantinme.Imgratefulforallthethings

everyonedoformeanditstimeishowingthe

gratitudebyrespectingyouguysandbewell



behaved.Beingangrywon'tdoanygoodforme.I

wanttobeabetterwomanthanmymotherissothe

sooneristartpracticingthatthebetter

ShesmiledpeelingcarrotswhileKuzivasmiledwith

afrownonherfacelookingather.Herspendingthe

daywithLovemoreseemedtohavebroughtsome

lightintoherandshewaslovingeverythingaboutit.

THATEVENING

Atarestaurant...

Tshepolookeddownonhisphoneafterorderingas

Lovemorejoinedhim...

Tshepo:MrKavimba

Lovemore:goodevening.Sorryforbeinglatetraffic

wasbad



Tshepo:yeahit'saFridaypeopleareoutandabout

(theychuckled)ijustorderedsomefoodformyself

youcancallthewaitertoplaceyours

Lovemore:ohok

Hesnappedasthewaiterwenttohimandtookhis

order...

Lovemore:sowhat'sgoingonitwassohardto

avoidbeinganxiousthewholeday

Tshepo:(sighed)ihavediscoveredsomething

aboutourwivesandidon'tknowifyouknowabout

this.(Clearedhisthroat)apparentlymywifecarried

achildforyou

Lovemore:what!?

Tshepo:yesioverheardherspeakingtoherselfand

wenttoPreciousandaskedheraboutthis

Lovemore:whatdidyoujustsay?

Tshepo:imtellingyouMrKavimbaandfromyour



reactionigetthatyouknownothing

Lovemore:ofcourseidon't(scoffed)Naleis

Lucas'smother

Tshepo:youknowoneofyourchildrenarenot

Precious's?

Lovemore:yeswejustdiscoveredthatafewdays

ago.Shesaidtousthemotherisnomore(scoffed

again)what?

Tshepo:yeah

Lovemore:nowayTsheponoway.Didshetellyou

howithappened?

Tshepo:yousleptwithNale

Lovemore:no

Tshepo:that'swhatPrecioustoldme

Lovemore:Tshepoareyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Howdoisleepwithanotherwomanwhilemarried?

How?

Tshepo:idon'tknowaswellmaybeyouwere

druggedwhoknows



Lovemore:(laughed)thisisunbelievable

Tshepo:unbelievableisanunderstatement

Lovemore:noPreciousneedstobepunishedfor

thishowcanshedosomethinglikethistomyson

andi?Sheliedtohimtellinghimhismotherisno

morewhilesheknowsitsherbestfriend.Wow

Tshepo:ihaveneverbeendefeatedlikethis.Ifit

weren'tforNalehavingakidneyproblemwe

wouldn'thaveneverknown

Lovemore:what'swrongwithherkidneys?

Tshepo:theyaredeadsheneedsadonorandnone

ofusinthefamilyareamatchsoibelieveyourson

isherlasthope

Lovemore:sonotonlydotheydothistomyson

nowhehastohelpher?(RememberedChioma's

dream)yoh

Tshepo:sotheballisinyourcourt.Youwillchoose

wethertohelpherornotbecauseimdonewithher

Lovemore:that'sLucas'schoicebutknowingLucas

he'snotgoingtotakeanyofitlyingdown.Neither



imitobehonest,imgoingtohaveherarrested,

thosewomensexuallyassaultedme

Tshepo:dowhatyoucansiralliwantedtodowas

toletyouknowofhowwickedyour,ourwivesare

Lovemore:iknowPreciousiswickedbutthisisone

helllevelofwickednesswhatcanthatwomannot

do?Anywaycanwevisityourwifetomorrow

morning?

Tshepo:noproblem

Lovemore:goodbecauseiwanthertotellLucas

andithetruthtoourfaces.Ineedittobeher

breakingthenewstohim.Imnotgoingtosay

anythingtohim

Tshepo:okwewillgothen

Lovemorelaughedshakinghisheadindisbeliefas

theirfoodcame.

AtTania'shouse...



Shewhistledfixingherweaveasherphonerang...

Tania:(smiled)uncleRony

Rony:ihaveyourinformation

Tania:ohwonderful.What'sup?

Rony:hernameisMaya.APRandpoliticalscience

graduate.28yearsoldturning29tomorrow.Works

atKgangTravelandToursasaPRmanager

Tania:ohaleanerdwhoreok.Anythingmore

excitingabouther?

Rony:ahshe'sjustasimpleyoungladywithtwo

kids

Tania:twokidshowoldarethey?

Rony:5and3

Tania:ohok.Yousayshe'sturning29tomorrow?

Rony:yes

Tania:anythingaboutherplans?



Rony:nothing

Tania:eish.Ok.ThankyouuncleRonza

Rony:sowhatareyouplanningtodo?

Tania:donotworryyourselfaboutthatoneuncle.

Seeyousoonhey

Rony:Tania...Ta(shehunguponhimashesighed)

Tania:nowletthedancingbeginmylove.Maythe

bestbitchwinandjustforyourowninformationits

goingtobeme

Shelaughedtakingherbagandcarkeysleaving.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING.

AtJoshua'shouse...

Itwasaround4:00amasJoshuacameoutofthe

bathroomandsatnexttoasleepingMaya.He



smiledandkissedherforheadasshesoftlygrunted

wakingup...

Joshua: happybirthdaytoyou.Happybirthdayto

you.HappybirthdaydearYaya.Happybirthdayto

you

Maya:(chuckledrubbinghereyes)awwthankyou

Joshua:iwishyounothingbutthebestok

Maya:thankyou.Whattimeisit?

Joshua:4amijustpouredwaterforyouinabathso

gobathsothatwemakeittothefuneralontime

Maya:ohok.Whatawaytostartmybirthday.

Attendinganinfant'sfuneralyoh

Joshua:thatiswhywearealwaystoldtoliveeach

daylikeit'sourlast

Maya:yeahhey

Joshua:imgoingtoironmyshirtareyougoingto

wearanythingthatneedsironing?

Maya:noimwearingmyblackwooldressit'sabit



chillytoday

Joshua:ok.Bequickhey

Maya:eerra

Shechuckledheadingtothebathroomwhile

Joshuasmiled...

Maya:(openedthebathroom)awwJo

Sheturnedtohimsmilingasshesawcandles

aroundthebathtubwithbiginflatedballoonsanda

bunchofroses...

Maya:whendidyoudothis?

Joshua:whydoyouthinkLucasishere

Maya:thatlittlerascalsoyouguyswereplotting

behindmyback(theylaughed)thissobeautiful

Joshua:imgladyouloveit.Youmightbegoingtoa



funeralbutyouaregoingtoenjoyyourbirthday

countonthat

Maya:whathaveyouplanned?

Joshua:Mayabath

HelaughedgoingtotheironingroomwhileMaya

wentinthebathroomandsmelledtheroses.She

tookoffhersleepingclothesandwentintothe

waterandstartedtopray.

LATERTHATMORNING

Atthehospital...

TshepomadehiswayintotheroomwhileLucas

camebehindhisfather...

Lucas:whycan'tyoutellmewhyweareheredad?



Lovemore:youwillfindoutjustnow

Tshepo:morningNale

Nale:(clearedherthroat)morning.Whydidn'tyou

cometocheckuponmelastnight?

Tshepo:iwascaughtupwithsomething.Icame

withsomeonetheywanttotalktoyou

Nale:(frowned)who?

Tshepo:(openedthedoor)youcancomein

Shefrownedmorelookingatthedoorandassoon

asLovemoreandLucasmadetheirwayinherheart

skippedabeatasshechokedonhersaliva...

^
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Nale:what'sgoingonhere?IsPreciousok?

Lucas:seriouslynowdadwhyarewehere?

Tshepo:Nalehassomethingtosaytoyoumyboy

(hefrowned)

Nale:what?

Tshepo:orimilying?

Nale:idon'tknowwhatyouareonabout

Lovemore:there'snoneedforthebackandforth

mysister.Yourhusbandoverheardyouyesterday

Nale:what?

Tshepo:yesandiwenttoPreciousandshe

confirmedeverything

Lucas:bathongwhatisgoingonhere?

MeanwhileNaleswallowedasherheartraced.She



lookedatTshepoasshefeltherarmpitssweating...

Tshepo:theyoungmaniswaitingonyou

Nale:Tshepohowcanyoudothistome?

Lucas:youknowwhatihavebetterthingstodoi

can'tbehereallday

Lovomore:Nale

Nale:youarenotgoingto...

Tshepo:Lucas,Naleisyourmother

Lucas'seyeswidenedashisheartdropped.Nale

closedhereyessoftlyshakingherheadwhile

LovemoreandTshepolookedatherwiththeirarms

folded...

Lucas:(chuckled)nothatcan'tbe

Tshepo:itismyboylikeisaidPreciousconfirmedit

(Lucasscoffed)Naleisinthehospitalnowbecause



herkidneysarefailing.Sheneedsadonorandnone

ofusinthefamilyareamatch.Isuggestedwego

toPreciousforhelpandNalerefused.Ileftand

wheniclosedthedooriheardherspeakingand

decidedtolistenon.That'swheniheardthatshe

hasachildwithPrecious.Iwantedtoconfronther

thereandthenbutdecidednoratherletmego

confrontPreciouswhoconfirmedthewholething

Lucas:(breathingheavily)how?Dadtellmethat

thisisajoke.Precioustoldusthatmymotheris

dead

Lovemore:(touchedhisshoulder)sheliedtousmy

boy.Naleisyourmother

Lucas:howdidallofthissauceryhappen?Soima

productofsaucery?

Lovemore:don'tsaythataboutyourselfmyboyyou

aremorethanthat

Lucas:nodad,no(tookhisdad'shandoffhim)all

ofthishereispurewitchcraft.Howdoyougoand

dosomethinglikethis?Nalehowwasiconceived?

(Shekeptquietashegotagitated)iaskedyoua



question!(Naleclosedhereyesstartled)

Lovemore:soncalmdown

Lucas:imnotgoingtocalmdownshehasto

answerme(wentclosertoher)isaidhowdidyou

doitNale?

Nale:isleptwithyourfather(Lucasslowlyturnedto

Lovemore)

Lovemore:tellthechildthetruth

Nale:that'swhathappenedLovemore

Lucas:dad?

Lovemore:doyouthinkiwouldn'thavetoldyoua

longtimeagoLucas?Iwouldn'tberunningupand

downlikethisifiknewaboutthis

Lucas:thenwhathappeneddad?

Lovemore:sherapedme

Nale:ohwowreally?

Tshepo:Precioussaystheydruggedyourfather

andNalesleptwithhim



Lucas:youhavebeentogetherforover17years

withNalehowcomedidyounotknowaboutthis?

Tshepo:theyconceivedyouwhileiwasatschool

overseas(LucasturnedtoNalewithhislipscurved)

Nale:howdoirapeaman?Thatdoesn'tmake

sense

Lucas:canyou...(exhaled)canyoupleasetellthe

truthimbeggingyou

Nale:imtellingyouthe...

Lucas:(withhisteethclenched)isaidtellmethe

damntruth(Lovemoreheldhim)letgoofme!(He

swallowedsteppingback)didyoudrugmyfather

Nale?

Nale:(exhaled)yes

Lucas:youwatchedmegrowupinfrontofyou

knowingthatimyourchild?Youpretendedtolove

mewhileyouactuallyhateme.Whatiswrongwith

youwomen?Youarevileandevilandihopeyou

burninhell.Imleavingandasfarasimconcernedi

don'thaveamotherandifyouthinkyouaregoing



togetanythingfrommeyoushouldforgetit.You

don'tdeserveanythingfrommebecauseyounever

lovedmesowhyshouldigiveyoumykidney?I'd

ratherdonateittoamonkeythatgiveittoanevil

womanlikeyou

HeclickedhistongueleavingwhileNale'sheart

brokeasatearfelldown...

Lovemore:Beforeigoiwasgoingtohaveyou

arrestedforrapebuthonestlyspeakingyoudon't

deservemytimeandenergyimgoingtoleaveyou

totheworld.Itwillpunishyouforme

HefollowedhissonoutasshelookedatTshepo

whosoftlyshookhisheadwithhislipscurved...

Tshepo:youaredisgusting(sheswallowedastears

rolleddown)16yearslyingtomyface.Watchinga

childgrowupthinkinghehasamotherinPrecious.



Howdoyoulivewithyourself?Imgoingtotellyour

family

Nale:Tsheponoplease

Tshepo:ineedtotellthemwhywearedivorcing(a

lumpgotstuckonherthroat)theyneedtoknowthe

kindofchildtheirdaughteris.Thisiswhywe

couldn'thaveachild.Godwaspunishingyoufor

whatyouandPreciousdidtothepoormanandim

sogladthatheopenedmyeyesbeforeyoudie.You

areadarkhearted,doubleheadedpoisonoussnake.

Thedevilcantakeafewpointersfromyouiswear.

Nale:Tshepoplease

Tshepo:don'tyoudareputyourfilthyfingersonme

youwitch.YouwillbeservedbyMondayimso

donewithyou(heclickedhistongueleaving)

Nale:Tshepowait,Tshepo?Tshepono,Tshepo

pleasecomeback(heclosedthedoorbehindhim)

Tshe...oh(sheburstintoacry)ihateyouPreciousi

hateyou.



Shewept.

AttheDuncan's...

Afterasadsendoffeveryonetooktheirfood

packagesandleftwhileLorna,theelders,

Kgomotsoandthekidssatinthelounge...

Kgomotso:thankyouMrandMrsDuncanforgiving

mynephewagreatsendoff.Despitetheongoing

issuesMrsDuncanyousawitfittostandwithyour

husbandduringthistryingtimeandmayGodkeep

onblessingyouforthat.Alsoforopeningyour

houseandyardtomeyouareaphenomenal

woman

Lorna:thankyouKgomotso.Despiteallthat's

happenedyouguysdeservedtobeapartofthis

becausehegrewupwithyou

Kgomotso:thankyou.Imgoingtobemakingmy

waybackhomenow.Asquietasitwillbewithout



himiwilltrytocope

Lorna:youcanstayforafewdaysifyouwant

(Applefrownedlookingathermother)

Kgomotso:ohnonoiwillbefineMrsDuncandon't

worry

Lorna:areyousure?

Kgomotso:eemma.StaywellandbecomfortedMr

Duncan

Duncannoddedasshemadeherwayout...

Apple:reallynowmama?

Lorna:notnowAppleareyounotsupposedtobe

goingtodoyourhairfortheeventlater?

Apple:imabouttogobutyounearlygavemea

heartattackmma.

Shestooduptomakeherwaytothebedroomwhile



azonedoutSaintputhisfeetonherway...

Apple:wakeupSaintiwanttopass.(Hejustsat

there)Saint?

Saint:whatisitApple?Canyoupleaseleaveme

alone

Apple:iwanttopassahah

Saint:whydidn'tyoujustwalkoverme?Istherea

wallbuilthere?Mxm(hemovedthem)

Lorna:noSaintthat'snothowyoutalktoyoursister

Saint:nomashelikestroublingmeandit'shonestly

annoying

Apple:bathongSaintwhendidievertroubleyou

again?

Saint:urgh

HesaidgoinguptohisroomwhileLornaandApple

lookedatoneanother...



Lorna:isheok?

Apple:Saintisjustangrythesedaysidon't

understandwhy

Lorna:noheneedstoworkonhisbehaviour

becauseimnotgoingtotolerateit

Apple:pleasetalktohim.(Hecamebackdown)

whereareyougoing?

Saint:it'snoneofyourbusinessApple.Ma,dadim

coming

Lorna:Saintwhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Saint:eishmacanigoinpeace?

Duncan:Saint,no

Saint:notowhat?Yououtofallthesepeopledon't

deservetosayanythingtome

All:heebanna

Martha:Saintthat'snowayof...

Saint:youknownothinggrannyMarthasoplease



stayoutofit

Lorna:Saint!

Saint:haveagoodday.Imout

Heleftleavingeveryoneintotalshock.Apple

clappedonceasTonycalledandsheanswered

makingherwayuptoherroom.

AtTouchdown...

Lewisranupanddownmakingsurethedeco

peopleweredoingexactlywhattheyrequested...

Lewis:(caressedoneguy'sbeard)omontlenyane

gorepapa(youarecutemyboy)(theylaughed)i

loveyourworkguysican'twaittoseethefinal

results

Morris:whydoyouliketroublingpeople?



Lewis:imjustlightininguphismoodcomeonit's

notthatdeepbooboo

HekissedhischeekwhileMorrischuckledshaking

hishead.Oneofthechefscametowheretheywere

standing...

Chef:youaskedformesir

Lewis:yes.Howiseverythinggoinginthere?

Chef:alliscomingupwell

Lewis:yousawthelistofpeoplewhodon'teat

certainthingsright?

Chef:yessir

Lewis:good.Idon'tunderstandwhypeopleinsist

attendingeventswhentheyknowtheyhavea

certaindietanywaymakesurethatallwaitersare

niceandneatandtheyshouldmakesurethat

everythinggoesaccordinglylater

Chef:iwillmakesureofthatsir.



Lewis:goodnowgoworkyourmagicinthekitchen

sweetheart

ThechefsmiledheadingbackwhileLewissighed

lookingaroundwitheveryoneupontheirfeet...

Lewis:it'sgoingtobeabeautifuleveningiswearto

you

Morris:indeeditis

Lewis:ican'twaittoseemygirl.She'sgoingtodie

(hisphonerangashescoffedanswering)it'slike

youknewiwasabouttocallyou

Bianca:soyouareseriouslyoutofmylife?

Lewis:sogaontibilekemaakanna?(Doilooklikea

liartoyou)Noimnotandidon'thangoutwithliers.

Youknowmyaccountnumbertwoweekshas

passed

Bianca:ihaven'tfoundyourmoney

Lewis:okthenyouleavemenochoicebuttosend



sheriffsyourwaymylove

Bianca:comeonLewiscanyoupleasegiveme

sometimetogetthemoneytogether

Lewis:igaveyouplentyofthat.Alliwantrightnow

iswhat'sowedtomesomyloveMondaymorning

theywillserveyou

Bianca:wowLewis

Lewis:andimnotevengoingtothinktwiceaboutit

mylove.I'vegottogociao

Bianca:gosiamerra(bye)

Lewis:ibelieveyouevenforgotit'sMaya'sbirthday

today

Bianca:ohsoy'allaretalking?

Lewis:Mayaisafriendofmineandonepersoni

wanttobearoundfortherestofmylife.Yourkind

ofpeoplearehonestlydraggerssonotmykindof

thinghoney

Bianca:ijorrakenekesareonthoge.(Ididn'tsay

insultme)Bye



Lewis:mmh

Hehungupandclickedhistongueshakinghis

head...

Morris:imgoingtocollectoursuits

Lewis:oklove.Bye(hekissedhimasheleft)ok

peoplelet'skeepworking,comecomecome,where

arethecandles?

Lady:theyaregettingtheminthecar

Lewis:ok.Mrlightsareyouwinning

Man:yessir

Lewis:good.Dj?(heputhisthumbupasthedj

nodded)goodgood.Tonight'sgonnabeagood

nighticanfeelit

Hesangwhilegoingarounddoublechecking

everything.



Attheholdingcells...

VusipacedaroundwhileMakilookedathimand

sighed...

Maki:canyoustopdoingthat

Vusi:ican'tbelieveiminaprisoncell.Makiyou...

Maki:heyshutup.ImMakinow?

Vusi:yes.Doyouknowwhatthisisdoingtomy

reputation?

Maki:reputation?Wena(shelaughed)don'tmake

melaughplease

Vusi:iaskedyoualotoftimestostopdoingwhat

youweredoingtoVictornowlook.Weareclosed

uplikedogs.Wherearethelawyers?Weneedtoget

outofhere

Maki:weareonlygoingtogetoutonMondaysoit

willhelpyoutocalmyourassdown



Vusi:Mon-what?

Maki:that'showitis.Youarebusyscreaming

reputationwhileyoudon'tknowhowitworks

Vusi:thisiswrongthisissowrong

Maki:canyoupleasestopactinglikeabitchandsit

down

Vusi:theirblanketsareitchyanditsmellsinhereso

forgivemeforactinglikeabitch

Maki:mxmyouaregoingtoannoyme.Ineedto

thinkofwhatwearegoingtodo

Vusi:imnotgoingtogotoprisonforyou.You

abusedVictoralone

Maki:canyoujustshutupifyouhavenothing

usefultosay

Vusi:isaidwhatisaidi...

Maki:yohbathongVusishutupman!Ah!

HesniffedstillpacingaroundwhileMakiclickedher

tongueclosinghereyes.



AtJoshua'shouse...

TheyshooktheirheadsnotbelievingwhatLucas

andLovemorejusttoldthem...

Maya:iwon'tsayimsurprisedthisisexactlywhat

Preciouswoulddo.Bathongthiswomaniswicked

ah

Keneilwe:youcansaythatagain

Maya:anywayimgoingtogoforthereahersaliwill

seeyouguyslaterhey.Mait'smybirthdaytodayso

pleasecooksomethingniceformeplease

Keneilwe:(smiled)eemmaiwill

Maya:thankyoumama(shesmiledasherphone

reportedamessage)awwwhowsweetofher.

ForgetthecookingyouwilldoittomorrowMareledi

saysshe'stakingmeout

Joshua:ohisit?Iwasplanningtotakeyououttoo



Maya:wecanmakeitadatethenlovethemorethe

merrier

Joshua:ohok.Whattime?

Maya:ummit'sthespaaftertherehersalandthen

dinnerat8pm.Ohshesaysshe'scomingtopickme

upsowedriveinonecar

Joshua:ohniceoktheniwillmakesureimreadyby

7

Maya:goodletmegochange

Shewentupstairsastheyalllookedatherand

smiled...

Keneilwe:goshkeepingthisfromherhasbeenso

hard

Joshua:(smiled)justafewhoursmaandyouwill

besecretfree(theylaughed)butiwanttosayApril

andHerbertdidagoodjobwithkeepingthesecret

Herbert:youcancountonusanydayaslongasit's



goodthough

April:thankyou(theyalllaughed)

Lovemore:letmegotakecareofafewthings

beforegoingoutlater.SeeyoulaterguysLucasi

willhaveyoursuitdroppedoffok

Lucas:okdad

Joshua:seeyoulaterMrKavimba

HesmiledleavingwhiletheyallchatasJoshua

steppedoutsideandcalledLewis.

THATEVENING

InTouchdown...

Therugbyfieldwasturnedintoabreathtakingparty

setting.Threelongtablesweresetandthecolours

weregoldandblackwiththebackdropdecorated



withalotofblackandgoldballoonsinflatedin

differentsizes.Thewritingontheboardread

"HappybirthdayqueenYaya"andbesidesitwasa

nicecomfortablewhitechairwithagoldcrownand

thebirthdaysachonit.Theblackandgoldtwotier

cakewasplacedonthesmalltablewiththenumber

29onitandbesidesitwasabucketwithtwo

champagnebottlesinside.Colleaguesandother

inviteesarrivedandstartedtotaketheirseats

familiarizingthemselveswiththemenu.The

Adiole'smadetheirwayinasKelechismiledtaking

aglassofchampagne...

Kelechi:nowthisiswhatwearetalkingofwhenwe

speakofclass.Imeanlookatallthisgorgeousness

andthepartyladyisgoodlookingaswell(shesaid

lookingatahugeportaitofMaya)

Chioma:mmhihopeyouaregoingtobehavesince

youcantellthisisaneventofclass

Kelechi:calmdownsister.Iseealotofgood

lookingmenhereyoushouldscoreyourselvesone



eachmygirls(theylaughed)

Abiola:reallynowLechi

Kelechi:orwhatdoyouthinkSundae?

Sundae:imnotgettinginvolved

Abiola:that'smybaby

TheylaughedastheKavimba'smadetheirwayin.

DressedtotheTeetheywereasLovemorepoked

Chioma'sshoulder...

Chioma:(smiledturning)ohhi.Goodeveningma

Kuziva:(smiled)hellomygirl

KelechitookasipofherdrinkcheckingLovemore

out...

Chioma:ihopeyouhavebeengood?

Kuziva:ohyesmylove.Thisplacelooksamazing.



Chioma:itindeeddoes.AbiandKelethesearethe

Kavimba's.MrLovemoreKavimbaandhistwokids,

NyashaandLucasandhisauntMsKuzivaKavimba.

GuysthesearemysistersAbiolaandKelechiAdiole

Abiola:nicemeetingyouguys

Lovemore:likewise.Maywesit?

Chioma:yesplease

TheymadetheirwaytotheirseatswhileKelechi

smiledlookingatLovemorefromtheback.Hereally

dressedwellandsmelledamazingastoo.Keneilwe

andhercrewalsomadetheirwayinwhileApril

jumpedexcitedoftheglamourousset...

Keneilwe:wowthislooksnice

Victor:yeahnehyououtdidyourselfmyboy.

Joshua:(smiled)thankyou

Victor:don'teverstopmakingmybabygirlfeellike

aqueensheisandifyouareplanningtomarryher



anytimefromnowyouhavemyblessing

Joshua:(smiled)thankyouMrLentswe

TheyheadedtothetableasAppleandTonymade

theirwayin.Shehookherarmonhiswhileholding

herclutchbagwithherotherhand...

Apple:thislooksamazing.Theladyisgoingtodie

seeingthis

TheKgang'sandTaolo'salsoarrivedasLewis

checkedhisphoneandtookthemicrophone...

Lewis:checkingonetwocheckingonetwogood

eveningladiesandgentlemen

All:goodevening

Lewis:youalllookamazinghonestlygive

yourselvesaroundofapplauseimproudofyouall

forputtingintheeffort(theyalllaughedclapping)



mynameisLewisandiwillbeyourhostforthe

night.Youallcanseethisisaneventofclassso

everythingwillbeservedtoyouwedon'tquefor

foodhere(theylaughed)ummwiththatsaidiwould

likeeachofyoutobeassilentasachildmessing

upthehouse.Putyourphonesonsilentaswell

becausetheladyofthemomentishere.She's

goingtobeblindfoldedandthesecondtheblind

foldistakenoffweareallgoingtoshout"happy

birthdayYaya"areweclear?

All:yessir

Lewis:goodboysandgirls.(Theylaughed)now

let'sdoso

Theyallkeptquietputtingtheirphonesonsilent

whileoutsideMareledilaughedblindfoldingMaya...

Maya:friendyouaregoingtoruinmymakeup.

What'sgoingonhereandwhyisitsoquiet?

Mareledi:yourmakeupwillbefinelovecomehold



myhand

Maya:tsalawhat'sgoingon?

Mareledi:justcomeMaya,bathong

Maya:imgettingnervous

Mareledi:whynow?

Maya:ithoughtwewerecomingfordinnernowim

beingblindfolded

TheylaughedasMarelediwalkedwithher.Shehad

onafigurehuggingblackdresstrimmedwithgold

andgoldhighheels.Hermakeupandnailsalso

matchedheroutfitassheputonthejewelryset

Marelediboughther.Theymadewayintothefield

aseveryonesmiledlookingather...

Maya:Marelediarewenotgettingthere?Imgoing

topeeonmyselfnow

Mareledi:(putherinplace)youcantakeoffthe

blindfold



Mayachuckledtakingitoffaseveryoneshoutedat

thetopoftheirvoices...

All:HappybirthdayYaya!

Startledhermouthdroppedoutofshockasshe

covereditwithherhands...

Maya:what!?

Joshua:Happybirthdaybaby

Maya:guysno

Shegottearyandstartedfanninghereyesand

squatted.Everyonelaughedclappingasthe

orchestraplayedthebirthdaysongwiththecrowd

singingalong...



Joshua:(laughed)comebaby

Maya:bathongMareledihowdoyouguys...(saw

Joshua'sfamily)ohmywordyouguyscame?

Mara:wouldn'tmissitfortheworldbabes

Maya:awwma,MrKgang

Glidia:(smiled)happybirthdaymylove

Maya:guysthisismakingmeemotional.Mamadid

youknowabout...

EveryonegaspedinshockasJoshuawentonone

kneeasMayafrownedandturned...

Maya:(curvedherlips)Joshuano

Joshua:(smiledopeningthesmallbox)MayaMoeti

canyoupleasedomeanhonourofbeingmywife?

Pleasemarryme

Hesmiledmorelookingupatherwhiletearsfellof



hereyeslookingateveryone...
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Herbert:comeonmamasaysomething

EveryonelaughedasMayasniffedsmilinglooking

downatJoshua...

Maya:(nodded)mmh,yes

Joshua:isthatayes?



Maya:(chuckled)yesbabeiwillmarryyou

EveryoneshoutedinjoyandclappedasJoshuaput

the18caratringonMaya'sfingerwithherhand

shaking.ShechuckledasJoshuagotupandkissed

herwhilethecheeringgotlouder...

Joshua:iloveyouYaya

Maya:iloveyoumore

TheylaughedandhuggedasLewiscamewiththe

sachandcrown...

Lewis:nowtheeveningcancontinue.Happy

birthdaybabeandcongradulationsonthe

engagement

Maya:thankyoulove(shesmiledasheputthe

sachandcrownonher)isanyonegoingtofixmy

makeupican'ttakephotoslookinglikethis



Everyonelaughedasshetookherseatwhilethe

makeupartistre-touchedherface...

MrKgang:congradulationsmyboythat'showyou

doit

Lydia:youhavemadeusproudbrotherwecan't

waittobeapartofthisjourney

Stephen:finallyyouaregoingtoreducethenumber

ofcowsfromthisman'skraal(theylaughed)

Joshua:thankyouguys

Keneilwe:(wipinghertears)iwishedtoseemy

daughtergettingmarriedandhereweareGodis

good

Lesedi:Godisindeedgoodma

Titus:andibelieveshe'sgoingtomakeabeautiful

wife

Victor:indeedsheis.Theyarehappyandim

thankfultoGodthatiwasapartofthisimportant



momentinherlife

KeneilwerubbedhisarmsmilingasLewistookthe

microphone...

Lewis:okourbeautifulqueenisallniceandgood

sowecancontinue.Wearegoingtohavespeeches

fromdifferentpeople.Herfriends,parentsandkids,

herfutureinlaws,herhusbandtobethenlastly

fromher.WiththatsaidiwouldliketocallMareledi

tothefronttojoinmetogiveourspeeches.Imean

it'sobviousthatimherfriendaswell.Youcan'tlook

thisbeautifulandnothavemeasafriend(everyone

laughedasMareledimadeherwaytothefront)i

haveknownMayaforquietsometimenow.Mayais

honestlyoneofthestrongestandresilientwomeni

know.She'sfunandveryintelligent.Wewere

actuallythreeinthisfriendshipbuttheotherone

decidedtobetoxicandwecuttieswithher.Iwasn't

perfecteitherbutsomegreatsoul(smiledlooking

atMorris)advicedmetobeabiggirlandapologise



toMaya(everyonegiggled)wewerenotgreat

friendstoyoubabebutimgladwearehereforyou

andicanpromiseyouthatiwillbethefriendyou

havealwayswantedfromhereon.Beingapartof

thishasshowedmeofhowimportantour

relationshipis.Wehavecomefarfriendandwestill

havealongwaytogo.Happybirthdaymyloveand

maythegoodLordblessyouoverandabovethank

you(everyoneclappedasMayablewakissat

Lewis)

Mareledi:wehaveonlyknownoneanotherforwhat

now,amonth?Yesandishouldsayithasbeena

rollercoasterofamonthmyfriend.Thefactthati

metyouatyourlowestiswhatmakesmebelieve

thatthere'sareasonGodcrossedourpathsandi

believeyouknowwhatimtalkingabout(Maya

smilednodding)youareawomanofsubstance

Mayaandibelievethat'swhatdrewMrKgangto

you.ThismanlovesyouYaya

All:ohyes(theygiggled)

Mareledi:thismanwouldmoveheavenandearth

justforyoubabeandiwantyoutoholdontohim



andneverlethimgo.Youwillbemetbychallenges

alongthewaybutasyouknowafirmbelieverin

Christ'spathisneveraneasyonebutholdingonto

theLordwillhelpgetthroughallthechallengesof

life.Theyhavetriedtobringyoudownsomany

timebutlikesandyoustillrose.Happybirthdaymy

yoyoza(theylaughed)iloveyousomuchandiwish

youcouldshowthesepeopleofhowmuchofa

vocalgoddessyouare.Guysthiswomancansing

yoh.(Theylaughed)Iloveyoubabe(theyblewone

anotherkisses)

Lewis:wehaveaspecialgiftforyoumylove

(MarelediopeneditasMayagottearywhile

everyonegaspedinawe)wecontactedoneofthe

bestartistsinthiscountrytomakeyouthispicture.

ThissymbolizesyourstrengthasawomanMaya.

Yourstoryishonestlyabeautifulonesowewant

youtorememberhowfaryouhavecomeeverytime

youlookatthispicture

Maya:thankyousomuchguys



Shehuggedthemwhileeveryoneapplauded...

Lewis:woohguyswhatanemotionalmoment(they

allchuckled)anywaymayinowcallMsKeneilwe

Moetiandourqueen'stwobeautifulkids

ThedjplayedsomemusicasKeneilwe,Victor,

HerbertandAprilmadetheirwaytothefront.April

tookMaya'scrownandputitonherselfaseveryone

laughed...

Keneilwe:onethingihavenoticedaboutmy

granddaughteristhatshealwayswantstobelike

hermother(theyalllaughed)happybirthdaymy

sweetangel.Asyourfriendshavesaidyourlife

storyishonestlyabeautifulone.Youhavewalked

thislifepathmygirlandimhonestlyproudofthe

youngwomanyoubecame.Awonderfulmotherto

yourkids.Guysthesearethemostwellbehaved

kidsihaveeverseeninmylife



Glidia:andiwanttotakethemwithme(everyone

laughed)

Keneilwe:youknowyouhavetopayupright(they

alllaughedagain)buttrustmeiwouldnevertrade

mykidsforanythinginthisworld

Glidia:truethatmylove

Keneilwe:Godreallyworksinmysteriousways

guys.Thelasttimeisawthisbeautifulyounggirlof

minewaswhenshewas11yearsold.Nowiknowa

lotofy'allareaskingyourselvesashowisthateven

possible.Somemighthavereaditonthe

newspapersandit'strue.Myownsistertookmy

kidsawayfrommeandlockedmeuplikeananimal

for16years.Inthose16yearsmykidsbelievedthat

their"aunt"wasnomore.Imsayingauntbecause

theygrewupknowingmeastheirauntandmy

sisterastheirmother.Imnotgoingtodwellmuch

intothatonebutalliwanttosayisthatMaya,ilove

youbabyandimgoingtomakesurewemakeup

forlosttime.Beingapartofthisjourneyofyourlife

meanstheworldtome.Iloveyouhoney



Maya:(tearfully)iloveyoumoremama(they

huggedasVictortookthemic)

Victor:i...

Heswallowedashegotoverwhelmedwith

emotions.Hepressedhiseyesandcriedshaking

hisheadasMayawenttosquatinfrontofhim...

Chioma:awwguys

Abiola:thisissoemo

Shesaidtakingatissueandwipedhertearswhile

Mayagaveherfatherwater...

Maya:it'sokpapaiunderstand

Victor:(withhisvoiceshaking)iloveyouMayaand

im...im...(heburstintoanothercry)imsosorrymy

childimreallysorry



Maya:it'sokpapait'sok

Theyhuggedwiththeorchestraplayingsomesoft

soundswhileeveryonesobbed...

Victor:(stillcrying)ichosetoabandonyouandyour

motherbutiwillforeverbegratefultoGodforwhat

hehasdoneinyourlife.Nottojustifymyactions

butibelieveeverythinghappensforareason

(sniffed)thestrongestpeoplearethosethatrise

abovetheturbulencemychild.Aqueenisnever

madeinaday,ittakesyearsandyearstomakea

queenandthatmydaughteriswhatyouembody.

Youdeserveallthesweetthingsoflifeandimso

happythatGodgavemeachancetocelebrateone

ofyourbirthdayswithyou.Happybirthdaymygirl.I

loveyousomuch

HecriedsomemoreasMayahuggedhim.Oneof

thepraiseandworshipteammembersbrokeintoa

songasthecrowdjoinedinstandingupandsang



along...

Lady: gayoyatshwanangleyena,gayo...

(there'snoonelikehim)

All:gayoyatshwanangleyena(there'snoonelike

him)

Lady:gayo...(there'snone)

All:gayoyatshwanangleyena(there'snoonelike

him)

Lady:ohModimowarona(ourLord)

All:Modimowarona(ourLord)

Lady:reyamoleboga... (wethankyouLord)

Theysangatthetopoftheirvoicesontheirfeet

withtheorchestrajoininginwhilethemakeup

artistattendedtoMayaagain.

AttheDuncan's...



WithDuncanintheshowerLornadecidedtogoto

herson'sroom.Sheknockedonceandslowly

openedashelookedatthedoor...

Lorna:Saint

Saint:ma

Lorna:canwetalk?

Saint:iwanttosleep

Lorna:itwon'ttakelong

Saint:whatisitabout?

Lorna:imseeingsomechangeinyourbehaviour

mysonandiwantustotalkaboutit

Saint:iknewitbutthere'snothingwrongwithmeso

let'ssaveoneanothertimeandnotdothis

Lorna:mysonbeingincontrolofyouremotionsis

hardespeciallyasayoungteenagerlikeyou.Alot

ofpeoplehavelandedthemselvesintotrouble

becausetheyfailedtobeincontroloftheir



emotions,especiallymenbecausetheyaremadeto

believethatamanisnotallowedtobeintouchwith

hisemotionalside.Talkingisveryimportantandi

believeyouareveryclosetoyoursistertotellher

everythingthat'sgoingoninyourlife.Theyway

youspoketoyourfatherearlierwashonestly

disrespectfulofyouandyouowehimanapology.

YesDuncanisnotaperfectmanbutyoucan'tkeep

throwingstonesandrocksatapersonwho'strying

torebuildagain.Whateveritisthatisbotheringyou

don'tletitturnyouintosomeoneunrecognizable.

Talktowhoeveryouseefitwouldhelpandagain

sometimeswalkingawayhelpsmyboyyoudon't

havetofighteveryoneoreverythingthatstandsin

yourwayofgettingsomething.Ifit'snotyoursthen

letitbeifit'syoursthenitwillcometoyouwhenthe

timeisright.Allyouhavetodoisbepatientwith

yourselfandtrusttheprocess.Sometimeswewin

sometimeswelosethat'slifeandit'sok.Iloveyou

somuchtoseeyouletyourselfbeswallowedinto

thisdarkpathiseeyouembarkingon.Youknow

bettermyboysodobetter.Haveagoodnight



Shesaidrubbinghishandandmadeherwayout.

Heswallowedlookingatherandexhaledgettingoff

bedandliftedthemattress.Hetookhergunand

lookedatit,lookedatthegiftbagwiththebookhe

boughtforSundaeinsideandclickedhistongue

puttingthegunbackunderthemattress...

Saint:thegreatestmanoflifesaid"alwaysfightfor

whatyoubelieveisyours"

Hesaidgoingintobedandlookedinhisphone.In

themainbedroomLornasighedgoingtothebag

sheputshergunin...

Duncan:everythingok?

Lorna:yeahiwanttolocktheguninthesafe

becauseithinkit'snotsafeintheseba...(she

frowned)huh?

Duncan:what?



Lorna:(shookthebag)thegunisnotinhere

Duncan:areyousurethat'sthebagyouputitin?

Lorna:yesimsure.Ialwaysputitinthisbagbutit's

notinhere

Duncan:didyouputitinthere?

Lorna:yesthelasttimeihaditonmewaswhenwe

wenttolookforJuniorandiputitinthisbagwhen

wecameback

Duncan:maybesomeonegotholdofit.Wehave

hadalotofpeopleinthishouse

Lorna:doyouthinktheywouldcomeintoourcloset?

Duncan:youneverknow

Lorna:(sighed)LordSaintbetternothavetakenit

Duncan:thekidsdon'tknowthatyouownagun

Lorna:thenwherewoulditgoDuncan?

Duncan:let'swaitforthemorningthenyouwill

searchtheirroomsaftertheyleaveforchurch

Lorna:eish



Shesighedputtingthebagawayastheywentto

bed.

Backattheparty...

AfterpresentingtheirgiftstoMayatheytooktheir

seatsasLewisdrankwater...

Lewis:wewenttochurchthereforabit(they

laughed)isweary'allcanmakeawonderfulteamof

JoyousCelebrationBotswana(theyalllaughed)

withthatsaidmayikindlycallthequeen'sfuturein

laws.

EveryoneapplaudedasMaraandLydiamadetheir

waytothefront...

Mara:happybirthdayMaya(shesmiled)ihave



neverseenmybrother,actuallywehaveneverseen

ourbrotherthishappymylove.Youhavebrought

outthebestinhimandwecan'tthankyouenough.

Onethingaboutthisguyisthatheneverstops

talkingaboutyouandthiswholeweekwasabout

himremindingusthatshouldwemissthisdayhe's

goingtosendthebaddestkarmaourway(everyone

laughed)thankyouformakingourbrotherhappy,

thankyouforbeingthelightinhislifeandmayall

thisendintearsofjoy.Weloveyougirlandhappy

happyhappybirthday(everyoneapplauded)

Lydia:happybirthdaymylove.Youknowwelove

yousomuchandyourlittlemunchkins.Wemiss

youguysalotandwecan'twaittowalkthisjourney

withy'all.

Maya:thankyousis

Lydia:nowwithusherearetwogifts.Fromour

parentsandfromusyourfuturesiblingsinlaw

(Mayasmiled)fromuswehavegottenyouanall

paidspaandbeautytreatmentvoucherforawhole

90days



All:(applauded)ohwow

Maya:thankyousomuchguys

Lydia:youarewelcomeloveaqueenissupposedto

lookandfeelgoodallthetime.FromMrandMrs

Kgang(sighed)thisahugeoneguysanditreallyis

whattheytalkaboutwhentheysay"don'tprayfor

marriageonlybutalsoprayforwonderfulinlaws."

Maya,Joshuaspoketodadabouthimengaging

youweonlyfoundoutnowwhenwewereaskedto

presentthisgifttoyou.Hetoldmomandtheykept

itfromusforthislong.Letrickywaitse(everyone

laughed)babesinhereisanallexpensespaidtrip

foryourhoneymoonwithyourhusbandtobe

(everyonegasped)andit'snotjusttoany1

destinationbut3beingParis,

Kelechi:ohmyword(everyonelaughed)

Lydia:NewYorkandlastlyDubai.Allthesehave

beenpaidfor

Maya:(tearfully)thankyousomuchma



SheburstintoacryasGlidiawenttohugher.A

shockedJoshualookedathisfatherwhosmiled

andwinkedathim...

Lewis:ohwowguysohwow.Suchhugegiftson

herbirthdaywhataboutherweddingday?Iwantto

beMayaaswellGodhearmyprayersplease

(everyonelaughed)oknowwearegoingtohavea

speechfromMrJoshuaKgang(everyone

applaudedashetookthemicrophone)

Joshua:iwishihadasingingvoicelikemywifeto

bebutheyGodisgood(theylaughed)babe(she

lookedupathimasheheldherhand)youaremy

lightandarmour.Idrawmystrengthfromyou

becauseyouarethestrongestpersonihaveever

known.Smart,funny,familyorientated,levelheaded,

strictandspontaneous.Everythinginoneplateyou

arehonestlymy7coloursSundaydish(everyone

laughed)everythingineedfromyouistherehencei

sawitfittingtomakethisdayasspecialasitisnow.

Toeveryonewhohelpedmeputthisideaintoplace

thankyousomuch.LewisandMarelediyouguys



havebeenofgreathelp,bylittletwobabies,Herbert

andAprilthankyouforbeingmywonderfulsecret

keepersnowiknowwheretoconfideinwhen

mommyisnotthere(everyonelaughed)thankyou

somuchforallofyoutomakingithereand

honouringthethemey'alllookamazingbutnoneof

youcanbeattheloveofmylife(theyalllaughed)

happybirthdaybabeiloveyousomuchandmay

thisbethestartofwonderfulthingsinourlives.We

havebeenthroughsomuchfromthetimewefirst

mettonow.Iwon'ttellthemhowwemettodayy'all

willhavetowaituntiltheweddingday(theyall

laughed)happybirthdayYayailoveyousomuch.

Maya:iloveyoutoohoneythankyousomuch

Theykissedandhuggedwhileeveryoneclappedon

theirfeet...

Joshua:iseey'allhavebeengiftingherwithall

theseamazingthingsbutbabehereismygiftfor

you.Bringitout!



EveryoneturnedasanAMGL45gotdrivenin...

Everyone:ohmyword

Mayasquattedandcoveredherfacewithherhands

shakingherhead...

Maya:guysno,noguys

Joshua:happybirthdaymylove.Itoldyousomany

timesthatyourhappinessismypriority.Iknow

happinesscan'tbeboughtbutit'sthelittlefiner

thingsoflifethatcompletesthatandyoudeserve

thatandmoremylove(tookthekeys)hereareyour

fourwheelstoagreaterlifebabe.Iloveyou

Maya:Joshuano(everyonelaughed)

Joshua:(smiled)yesbabyyes.ThankyouKavimba

motorsformakingthispossible.Comelove



Hetookherhandgoingtothecarwhileeveryone

lookedonshocked...

Lucas:thelatestAMG.GoshuncleJoishonestlyan

inspiration.Iwanttotreatmywomanjustashe

treatsauntyMaya

Sundaesmiledasthephotographertookpicturesof

Mayaassheadmiredhernewsetofwheels...

Joshua:there'smoreinside

Maya:what?

Kelechi:ahnothishastobethemostgiftedperson

everah

Sheopenedthedoorandfoundabunchofroses

withanenvelopeonthemandagiftbag...



Joshua:inthatenvelopeisyourfirsttomanyfull

tanksmoneymylovenowifeofmineisgoingto

driveacarwithpetrolbelowfull(everyonelaughed)

youcancheckthegiftbag

Shelookedinsideashereyeslandedonaniphone

14promax...

Maya:Joshua

Joshua:happybirthdayonceagainmylove

Maya:thankyousomuch

Theyhuggedandkissedagainastheymadeway

backtothecrowd.Mayatookthemicrophoneas

Joshuatookhisseat.Sheheavedahugesigh

shakingherheadlookingateveryone.Shefelther

emotionsoverwhelmingherassheinhaledand

slowlyexhaledsippingonsomewater.Shecleared

herthroatandputthemicrophoneonhermouthas

everyonelookedonwithsmilesontheirfaces.Her



worldfrozeassheclosedhereyeswith

goosebumpsemergingfromherskin...

Maya: hekeepsondoinggreatthings(everyone's

jawdropped)hekeepsondoinggreatthings.

JehovahjairahtheLordmyprovideryeshekeeps

ondoinggreatthings (theyallapplaudedastears

rolleddownhereyes)thankyouGod,thankyou

mightysaviour.Weaskforlessbutyoualwaysgive

usmore(theorchestrasoftlyplayedthesongshe

sang)youaloneknowourpathsandJesusnoman

wouldeverstandinourway.Youcanneverputus

insituationswehavenocontrolover.Youarethe

providerandthesaviour.LordJesusicannever

thankyouenoughforwhatyoukeepdoinginmy

life.BlessallthesoulshereLord.Letthemknow

thatyouarethewaythetruthandthelife.Amen

All:amen!

Maya:honestlyspeakingihavenothingtosay.

Eachandeveryoneofyouhaveshownmewhat

loveis.Imgratefulforallofyouandthankyouso



muchformakingmyday(shelookedatherring)

babe,MrKgang,myJoman(everyonechuckled)

thankyouthankyouthankyou.MaythegoodLord

keepyouandblessyouforme.Mayhegrantme

thestrengthtobecomeabetterwifetoyouandan

amazingmothertoourchildrenaswellasasister

anddaughtertoallourfamilies.Thankyousomuch

mylove.Iloveyoumorethanthemeaningofthe

worditself(shekissedhimaseveryoneapplauded)

trustmeassoonasourmarriageisofficiatedwe

aremakingAprilandHerberttheirlittlesiblings.

Soccerteamvibes

EveryonelaughedasLewistookthemicrophone...

Lewis:Godblessyoumyfriend.Totayouare

alreadyblessedsosoakandbuskinthismoment

mylove.Youdeserveitallandneverletanyonetell

youotherwise.Withthatsaidladiesandgentlemen

wehavecometoanendofphase1ofourparty

nowit'stimetomingleandgettoknowoneanother.



FindyourJoshuaandMayaibelievetherealotof

singletonshere(everyonelaughed)PastorTaolo

mayyoukindlycomeandblessourqueenandallof

ushereandthefoodweareabouttopartakein.(He

madehiswaytothefront)afterthatmakesureyou

areseatedasthewaiterswillbeservingyouall.

Theytookallyourordersright?

All:yes

Lewis:good.Pastorblessusplease

MrT:thankyousir.Mayweallkindlybowour

headsandpray

Theydidasheprayedwiththeorchestrasoftly

playing.BackattheDuncan'sSaintwentthrough

hisfacebooktimelineandsawapictureSundaejust

uploaded.ItwasofherandLucasatthepartyand

shecaptioneditwithaheart,dancingpeopleand

fireemojisandtaggedLucas...

Saint:sothisisthedouchebag



HesaidclickingonLucas'snameandopenedhis

profilegoingthroughit.Hescoffedandclickedhis

tongueputtinghisphonedown.Backattheparty

everyonestartedminglingandchattingasLewis

wentaroundmakingsuretheywereallgood.

Someonetappedhisshoulderandasheturnedhe

lockedeyeswithMikeashisheartskippedabeat

withhisglassofchampagneslippingoffhishand...

Mike:(smiled)heybabe.Areyouhappytoseeme?
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Mike:comeonlovewhydoyoulooklikeyouhave

seenaghost?(Lewisswallowedashetouchedhis

shoulder)givemeasmileorsomethingtoshow

thatyouarehappytoseeme

Lewislookedathishandandslowlymovedhis

shoulder...

Lewis:howdidyougetinhere?

Mike:youknowihavemyways

Lewis:whendidyougetout?

Mike:it'sbeen6daysnow

Lewis:andyousawitfittocomehere?

Mike:imissedyoubabe

Lewis:stopcallingmebabe.Howdidyouevenfind

outiwouldbehere?

Mike:ihavebeenfollowingyourmovessinceigot



out

Lewis:canyoupleaseleaveandleavemealone.

Youandiarenolongertogether.Younearlykilled

meMikesopleaseleave

Mike:comeonloveiapologisedforwhatididand

imstillapologising.Iwillapologisefortherestof

mylifeifneedbe.Iloveyouandonlyyou

Lewis:(steppedback)noMikeno.Youdon'tdo

whatyoudidtometosomeoneyouclaimtoloveso

pleaseleavemealone

Mike:ithoughtwecouldcontinuewherewe...

Morris:honeyihavebeenlookingforyou.Areyou

ok?Youseemstartled(hekissedhischeekas

Lewisswallowed)

Lewis:imoklove

Morris:sir

Mike:soyoucan'ttellwhoiam?(Lewisfrowned)

Morris:areyoutalkingtome?

Mike:yesMorris(Lewis'sheartskippedabeat)



Morris:whoareyouagain?

Mike:dudewewenttojuniorschooltogether

Morris:imsorrybutidon'tremember

Lewis:loveithinkweshould...

Mike:ourclasseswerenexttooneanother.You

wereintheBandiwasintheD

Lewis:love...

Morris:babewait,what'syournameagain?

Mike:MikeBlackie

Morris:wait,MikeBlackietheschoolrebel?

Mike:(smiled)iknewyouwouldrememberthat

aboutme.YesthatverysameMike

Morris:ohthat'snicedude.It'sgoodtoseeyouhey.

Whodoyouknowhere?

Mike:imamechanicatKgangTravelandtours

company.IworkforJoshua(Lewisfrowned)

Morris:ohthat'swonderfulit'sgreattomeetyou

buddyihopewewillseemoreofeachother



Mike:mostdefinitely

Morris:honeylet'sgoeat

Lewis:imrightbehindyou

Morris:ok(heheadedon)

Lewis:soyouhaven'tstoppedlying?

Mike:Imtellingyouthetruth.Istudiedtobea

mechanicinprisonsoilookedforajobassoonasi

gotout

Lewis:yeahrightstayawayfromme

Mike:iseeyouhavemovedonwithyourlife

Lewis:andisuggestyoudothesame

HetriedtowalkawayasMikegrabbedhisarm.It

washowhardhisgripwasonhisarmthat

remindedhimofthelastdayhesawhim...

Lewis:letgoofmeMike

Mike:imbackandimheretotakewhat'smine.You



bettertellthatstupidboyofyoursthatnoone

messeswithmyterritory

Lewis:isaidletgoofme

Hepulledhisarmfromhimandleftwhileatthe

tableMorrisfrownedlookingatMikewhosmiled

andliftedhiswhiskeyglassathim.Hetookasip

andmindedhisbusinesswhileLewistookhisseat...

Morris:areyouokbabe?

Lewis:mhem

HesighedandtookMorris'swhiskeyglassdowning

itashefrownedlookingathim.Bytheothertable

TonywipedasauceoffthecornerofApple'slipas

shesmiled...

Apple:thankyou

Tony:youarewelcome.Areyouenjoyingyourself?



Apple:alot.Everythingaboutthiseveningis

beautiful

Tony:iknowrightandiwouldn'ttradetonightfor

anything

Apple:ohreally?

Tony:yeah.Imeanigottospendtimewithyouand

witnessthestartofagreatlovestory.Ifallthemen

herearen'tinspiredtobelikethismanidon'tknow

anymore

Apple:ibelieveyouareinspired?

Tony:alotiwanttoworkhardtobeabletodosuch

athingtothepersonilove

Apple:that'sgreat.Everyonedeserveshappiness

afterall

Tony:truethat.Sowhat'syourcurfewiknowyour

parentsallowedyoutocomebutibelievethey

expectyoutobehomeatacertaintime

Apple:idon'thaveacurfewbutiwanttogohome

bymidnightlatestbecauseiwanttogotochurchin

themorning.



Tony:ohokthenwewillleavearound23:45

Apple:noproblem.AreyouaChristian?

Tony:imnotreallyareligiouspersonbutmy

parentsaresoiknowthere'saGodoutthere

Apple:ohok.Ifyouhavetimeonedaycomeforone

serviceatmychurchandseeifyoucan'tchange

yourmindaboutthat

Tony:nottooffendyoubutisyourchurchthatkind

ofchurchthatpastorsbrainwashpeople?

Apple:(chuckled)wellourpastorisaservantof

God.Hehashealedandsavedpeoplefromalotof

things.He'snotreallyintomoney.Theoffering

alwaysgotocharityandusedfordevelopmentof

thechurch.Hehasasalarybecausehe'shumanhe

hastoliveaswellbuthealsohasabusinessthat

putsfoodonhistable.Hedoesn'tchargefor

consultationandprayerslikeotherpastorswould

becausehesaysJesusneverchargedpeoplefor

healingandprayingforthemwhywouldhe?

Tony:ohokmaybethenicancomeoversomeday



Apple:iwouldbehappy

Tony:youknowthatilikeyourightApple?

Apple:(smiled)yesido

Tony:(tookherhand)doyoumindbeingmy

girlfriend?Iknowyouarebusypreparingforyour

finalexamsandallandipromisetonotbeinyour

wayofthat.Itooambusywithvarsitybutwhat's

lifewithoutabitofleisure?

Apple:truethat.Whaticansayislet'sjusttake

thingsastheycomeandnotrushintoanything.As

yousayiwillbespendingmostofmytimestudying

andyoucanactuallyhelpmestudyisn'ty'allare

closedandonlyopeninginAugust?

Tony:yeahwhateveryouneedhelponyouknow

youcanalwayshollaatme

Apple:sure.

Tony:sofornowwearefriends?

Apple:yeahfriendsbuildingtoarelationship

Tony:gotthatsonomessingaround



Apple:exactly

Theylaughedandcontinuedtochatwhileeating.

BytheKavimba'sandAdiole'ssideKelechi'sphone

fellasLovemorepickeditupforher...

Lovemore:hereyougo

Kelechi:(smiled)thankyou

Despiteheroutwardpersonalityshereallywasa

beautifullady.Herroundgreeneyes,sharpnose,

thicklipsandnicewhitesetofteethreallyfinished

offhernigerianbeauty...

Lovemore:Kelechiright?

Kelechi:yes(smiled)youremembered

Lovemore:howcaniforgetthenameofabeautiful

womanlikeyou(theychuckled)



Kelechi:ohhesaysimbeautiful.Thankyou(she

saidflippingherhair)

Lovemore:you'rewelcome.Sowhodoyoucome

after?

Kelechi:imthelastborn

Lovemore:ohok.Whatdoyoudo?

Kelechi:impartneratmysister'scompanyin

Londonbutweareopeningabranchherein

Botswanawhichiwillberunning

Lovemore:soyouaremovinghere?

Kelechi:yes

Lovemore:whatkindofbusinessisit?

Kelechi:privateinvestigationandalsoatrading

company

Lovemore:ohyouaretraders?

Kelechi:yep.Abiisaguruinthatareashehas

taughtmeandimslowlycomingupherlevelaswell.

Weareopeningatradingschoolherewherewewill

beeducatingpeopleonhowtobetradersofnote



Lovemore:ibelieveit'salucrativebusinesssince

youareabletoopenanotherbranch

Kelechi:very

Lovemore:nice.Beingaprivateinvestigator

requiresyoutohavesomeexperienceinforce

Kelechi:iactuallydoimaformerCISofficerand

spyagent

Lovemore:ohwowthat'sgreatandyoursister?

Kelechi:she'saformermilitaryofficeroftheUnited

StatesofAmerica

Lovemore:theAdiole'sareaforcehey

Kelechi:onethingyoushouldn'tdoismesswithus

Lovemore:igotthatloudandclear

Kelechi:ohyes.Whatdoyoudo?

Lovemore:iownamotorcompany.Weselland

makecars

Kelechi:ohthat'snice.TheKavimbamotorstheguy

mentionedonhisspeechisyours?



Lovemore:yesma'am

Kelechi:ohthat'samazing

Lucas:dadcomeseesomething

Lovemore:ok.Iwillbeback

Kelechi:noproblem

HefollowedLucaswhileKelechisatbackandtook

herdrink.Sheflippedherhairandtookasip

checkingLovemoreoutwhileChiomafrowned

lookingatherfromherseat.Bytheothersidethe

familylaughedoutloudasKeneilweandGlidiatold

themsomejokesfromtheoldtimes.MrKgang

helpedVictorwithhisnapkinandgavehimhis

drink...

Victor:thankyoubrother

MrK:noproblem.Kidscanmakeustravelthe

worldhey.Imeanwhowouldhavethoughtthati

wouldbemarryingmysonofftosomeonefromthe

south



Victor:(chuckled)yeahtheseonesare

unpredictable

MrK:sowhatdoyoudo?

Victor:imaretiredminer

MrK:ohtheolddaysrichgang(theylaughed)isee

youhavearingonyourfinger

Victor:yeahimmarriedtothisotherwomanwho

hasbeenabusingmesincemyaccident

MrK:somewomencanbeheartless

Victor:yeahbutiwasalreadyusedtoitionly

prayedtoGodtokeepmeuntilimeetmydaughter

MrK:andindeedhedid

Victor:he'safaithfulGod.Ihopehekeepsmeuntil

imabletowalkmybabydowntheislebutlooking

atmyhealthchancesareslimbutimhappyigotto

spendoneofherbirthdayswithhersoiwouldrest

inpeace

MrK:don'tworrymanGodisaverymysterious

spirityouwillbesurprisedthatyouwillliveforlong

evenifthedoctorstellyouotherwise



Victor:thecancerhashonestlyspreadonthelungs

soanydayisdeeday

MrK:(laughed)yourhumourthroughitalliswhat

willkeepyougoing.Hangintheremybrother

Victor:(smiled)thankyou

TheycontinuedtochatwhilebytheDjNyasha

pokedApril'sshoulderwhoturnedandswallowed.

Nyashasmiledandwavedatherasshewaved

backandlookedaway...

Nyasha:April

April:huh?

Nyasha:canwetalk?(Shekeptquiet)trustmei

won'tdoanythingtoyou

April:ok

TheysteppedawayasHerbertdancedkeepingan

eyeonthem...



Nyasha:ijustwanttosayimsorryforwhatididto

youtheotherdayinMochudi.Ishouldn'thave

reactedthewayidid.Youdidn'tdeserveitatallso

imreallysorry

April:it'sok

Nyasha:soyoupromisefromhereonwewillget

along?(Shenodded)awesomeandiwillalwayslet

youplayonmyphoneallyouhavetodoisask

April:it'sokuncleJoshuagotusbigtabletssoi

won'thavetotouchanyone'sphone

Nyasha:ohthat'snice

April:Nyasha

Nyasha:yes

April:onethingmymomalwaystellsmeisthat.

Beingnicetopeopletakesnothingfromyourather

ithelpsyoubecomeabetterwomanbutbeingnice

doesn'tmeanyoushouldbeanidiot.Thankyoufor

apologising



ShehuggedherandranbacktothedjwhileNyasha

stoodtheretakingherwordsin...

Nyasha:wow

ByherseatMayatookpictureswitheveryonewho

askedforapictureastheycongratulatedheronthe

engagement.Shesmiledtakingapicturewiththe

receptionistandthentookherseatasherphone

reportedamessage.Shesmiledreadingitand

responded...

Maya:sosweetofher

Joshua:who?

Maya:it'sBiancashesentmeamessagewishing

meahappybirthdayandcreditedmewithP50

airtime

Joshua:ohthat'sniceofher

Maya:ithinksheandishouldsitdownandtalki



reallydon'tlikehavingfrictionwithpeopleyouknow.

Thefactthatshesentmeamessagesaysalot

Joshua:it'snotaproblemmyloveaslongasshe

turnsagoodleaflikeLewisbecausethelastthingi

wantisformywomantobesurroundedbytoxicity

Maya:thankyoulove(shekissedhimasthey

chuckled)

Joshua:youloveeverything?

Maya:loveisanunderstatementbabeidon'tthink

anythingwouldsurpassthismoment

Joshua:areyousureaboutthat?

Maya:okimdonecryingJoshuaidon'twantany

surprises

Joshua:justallowmethisonelastchancethen

Maya:ok

Joshua:meetmeherewhenyouleave(gaveher

hotelroomkeys)

Maya:bathongJoshua

Joshua:(kissedhercheek)seeyouinabitok



Maya:(smiled)ok.Areyouleavingnow?

Joshua:inafewminutes

Maya:ok

Joshua:iloveyouok

Maya:iloveyoumore

Hepulledherinforanotherkissaseveryone

cheered.TheylaughedandstoppedwhileMareledi

shookherhead...

Man:hello

Mareledi:(tuckherhairbehindherearturning)hi

Man:mynameisAjax

Mareledi:(smiled)imMareledi

Ajax:it'snicetomeetyouMareledi(theyshook

hands)

Mareledi:likewise

Ajax:doyouneedarefill?



Mareledi:yesplease

Ajax:let'sgogetyouone

Heputhishandaroundherwaistastheywentto

thebarwhileherparentslookedatthemand

smiled...

Ajax:whatareyouhaving?

Mareledi:avirgincocktail

Ajax:okonevirgincocktailplease(thebartender

fixedit)sowhoisMareledi?

Mareledi:a22yearoldlawstudentwhoisa

preacher'skid

Ajax:don'ttellmethemanwhowasprayingealier

isyourfather

Mareledi:heindeediswhatmakesyouthinkso?

Ajax:y'alllookalike

Mareledi:everyonesaysthatiguessmydadisa



beautifulmanbecauseimbeautiful(theychuckled

ashesippedhisdrink)

Ajax:aconfidentlady.Ilike

Mareledi:ohyesandyou,whoareyou?

Ajax:a27yearoldaccountantatKgangTraveland

tours

Mareledi:ohniceonebighappyfamilyisee

Ajax:ohyes.Soibelieveyoudon'tdrink

Mareledi:yeahidon't.It'snotthatican'tbutichose

notto.Icanpartyhardthough(theylaughed)one

thingmyparentstoldmewastoneverletwhothey

arelimitordefinethepersoniturnouttobe

Ajax:ohwowwonderfulparentstheyare

Mareledi:(tothebartender)thankyousomuch

(theyheadedback)soyeahimafreebirdthe

choicesimakearesolelymineandnotinfluenced

bymyparents

Ajax:that'sgreat.That'showyouraisea

phenomenalchild



Mareledi:(blushing)ohsoimphenomenal?

Ajax:fromthe2minutesihavespentwithyou,

withoutadoubt

Mareledi:ok.Sowhere'sbaewhileyouarebusy

roamingthestreetsatnight(theylaughed)

Ajax:imsingle.Beensinglefortwomonthsnow

Mareledi:ohok.

Ajax:whataboutyou.Anybrother'nyanafrom

church?(Theylaughed)

Mareledi:heithoseonesareseniorhurdistsiswear

toyou(theylaughed)theywillminceupyourheart

intothefinestpiecesever

Ajax:yoh

Mareledi:soihonestlydon'twanttodateachurch

brother.Ihavebeentalkingtothispersonbutahit's

notfunanymore.He'sadrunksoweonlytalkfrom

MondaynighttoWednesdaynight.FromThursday

untilMondayafternoonhe'snowheretobefound.I

don'tmindadrinkingpersonbutyouneedtobe

responsibleaboutit



Ajax:ohwowhe'salosershame.Howdoyoutreat

adimelikeyouthatway?

Mareledi:ohwellpeoplearedifferent

Ajax:yeahhey.Canihaveyournumber?

Mareledi:yeahsurenoproblem

Theyexchangednumbersandheadedtothedance

floorwhereeveryonewasdoingthemost.

LATERTHATNIGHT

Atahotel...

Mayasighedparkinghernewcarandsatback...

Maya:whatanight.



Shesmiledlookingatallthegiftsthatmanagedto

fitinthecarandgotoff.Shelockeditandmade

sureitwassafeandheadedinsidewavingatthe

receptionist.Shewentintotheelevatorasittook

hertothethirdfloor.Shegotoutandheadedtothe

roomnumberthatwaswrittenonthekey.She

sighedunlockingandsmiledtoasemidarkroom

withlitscentedcandles,rosepetalsalloverthe

floorandonthebed...

Maya:Joshua?

Asshecalledhimsomesoftromanticmusicplayed

fromthespeakersasheopenedthebathroomdoor

andleanedontheframewitharoseinhismouth.

Shesmiledlookingathiminpantsandcrossbelts

only.Aniceleanbodyhehadashetooktheroseof

hismouthandstretchedhishandtoMaya.She

smiledmorethrowingherbagonthecouchand

tookoffherheelsgoingtohimastheykissed...



Joshua:heybabe

Maya:(smiled)hi

Joshua:let'ssealthenight

Maya:let's

Joshua:come

Theysmiledashetookherinthebathroom.There

wererosepetalseverywhereeveninthewaterashe

unzippedherdress.Sheheldherhairinonesideas

hesoftlykissedherbackwhileshesmiledandhe

droppedthedress.OnethingaboutMayaisthat

shehadanexquisitebody.Herskinwasflawless

andshesmelledsogood.Shehadallthemeatin

therightplacesasJoshuacontinuedtokissher

andundidherbra.Sheturnedtohimwithasmile

onherfaceashesoftlyexhaled.Itwashisfirsttime

seeinghercompletelynaked.Movingtothebeatof

thesongplayinginthespeakerssheslowlytookoff

herthongwhileJoshuasmiledlookingather.He

fellinloveoverandoveragain.Shestoodonher

toesandputherarmsaroundhisneckkissinghim.



Theystoppedashewipedherlipswhileshewiped

thelipstickoffhis...

Joshua:let'sgetinthewater

Maya:ok

ShewentinfirstasJoshuatookoffhispants.She

smiledlookingupathimandwentdownwithhis

body.Hewasindeedakalangaman.Shefelther

coochiethrobashewentintothewater.Hesat

behindherastheyhadstrawberriesandmelted

chocolatewhilebathingoneanother.Withkissing

breaksinbetweenthebathingtheyfinallygotout

10minuteslater...

Joshua:there'ssomethingforyouontopofthebed

iwillfindyouthere

Shesmiledleavinghimandsmiledseeingthered

lingerie.Sheputitonandputonherfavorite



perfumethatwasonthebedsideandseductively

satonthebed.Joshuacameoutofthebathroomin

atowelandsmiledlookingather.Shebitherlower

lipsmilingandcalledhimwithherfingerashe

changedthesongtoTeeks'sFirsttime

Finally,weareherenow

I'vebeenwaitingallmylife,whoa

Everydayyou'reallIthinkabout,yeah

Mymind,it'slikeariverandyoualwaysbatheinthe

water

Oh,Iprayedforyou

Oh,Icriedforyou

Ican'tbelievewe'rehereatlast

Oh,Iprayedforyou

Oh,Icriedforyou

Ican'tbelievewe'rehereatlast



Canyoutakemethrough?Oh

Touchmeonmyface

Kissmeonmyhand

Takemetoaplacewherewefindlove

Showmewhatitmeans

Andhowit'ssupposedtofeel

YougotallIneed

Canwemakelove

Likeit'sourfirsttime?

Firsttime...

Hewentontopofthebedandsoftlykissedheras

shekissedhimback.Shetouchedhisfaceslowly

openingherlegsashewentbetweenthem

and...#REMOVED

MeanwhileatherhouseTaniafinishedherlast



glassofherdrinkandsighed...

Tania:timetoshakeupthisbitch'sworld

ShesaidsendingMayaafacebookfriendrequest

andputherphoneawaygoingtothebathroom.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

^

^

^

^

^
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#REMOVED



Hewentontopofthebedandsoftlykissedheras

shekissedhimback.Shetouchedhisfaceslowly

openingherlegsashewentbetweenthemand

wentdowntoherneck..

Joshua:yousmellamazing

Hekissedherasthesoftnessandwetnessofhis

lipsturnedheronasshesoftlymoaned.Hewent

downhercleavageandkisseditthenwentbackto

herlips.Theypassionatelykissedasshemoved

hernailsonhisbackmakinghimsoftlymoanashe

kissedher.Sheflippedhimoverandwentontopof

himashegiggled.Shebitherlowerlipwithasmile

onlookingathimseductivelywithherhaironher

face.Sheloosenedthetowelashesmiledlooking

atherwhilesheflippedherhairandkissedhim

againwhileontheplaylistplayedDestiny'schild's

catertoyou...



BabyIseeyouworkinghard

IwanttoletyouknowI'mproud

LetyouknowthatIadmirewhatyoudo

ThemoreifIneedtoreassureyou

Mylifewouldbepurposelesswithoutyou(Yeah)

IfIwantit(Gotit)

WhenIaskyou(Youprovideit)

Youinspiremetobebetter

Youchallengemeforthebetter

Sitbackandletmepouroutmyloveletter

Letmehelpyou

Takeoffyourshoes

Untieyourshoestrings

Takeoffyourcufflinks(Yeah)

Whatyouwannaeat,boo?(Yeah)



Letmefeedyou

Letmerunyourbathwater

Whateveryoudesire,I'llsupplyya

Singyouasong

Turnmygameon

I'llbrushyourhair

Helpyouputyourdo-ragon

Wantafootrub(Yeah)

Wantamanicure

BabyI'myoursIwannacatertoyou,boy

Letmecatertoyou

'Causebabythisisyourday

Doanythingformyman

Babyyoublowmeaway

Igotyourslippers

Yourdinner



Yourdessertandsomuchmore

Anythingyouwant

Letmecatertoyou

Inspiremefromtheheart

Can'tnothingtearusapart

YouallIwantinaman

Iputmylifeinyourhands

Igotyourslippers

Yourdinner

Yourdessertandsomuchmore

Anythingyouwant,Iwannacatertoyou

BabyI'mhappyyou'rehome

Letmeholdyouinmyarms

Ijustwanttotakethestressawayfromyou

MakingsurethatI'mdoingmypart(Oh)



Istheresomethingyouneedmetodo?(Oh)

Ifyouwantit,(Igotit)

SaythewordI(Iwilltryit)

IknowwhateverI'mnotfulfilling(Oh)

Nootherwomaniswilling(Oh)

I'mgon'fulfillyourmind,bodyandspirit

Ipromiseyou(Promiseyou)

I'llkeepmyselfup(Oh)

Remainthesamechick(Yeah)

Youfellinlovewith(Yeah)

I'llkeepittight

I'llkeepmyfigureright

I'llkeepmyhairfixed

Keeprockin'thehottestoutfits

Whenyoucomehomelate,tapme...



Shewentdownwithhisbodykissingeveryfibreof

itashesmiledlookingather.Shegottothe

machineandflippedherhairtothesidelickinghis

ballswhileheexhaledclosinghiseyes.Shesoftly

strokedthemachinewithherhandwhilesuckingon

theballs.Sheswallowedandlickhisperineumasit

sentwavesofpleasurealloverhisbodyand

gasped...

Joshua:Maya...

Hesoftlysaidasshesmiledandslowlylickthe

machine.Sheslowlyputitinhermouthandtook

hisstraighttoherthroatashegruntedbitinghis

lowerliptakinginallthepleasure...

Joshua:flip

Sheslowlytookitbackupbreathingoutandputit

backinslowlysuckingonit.Themoreshesucked



onittheharderitbecameashercoochiethrobbed

moredyingtofeelitinher.Shestoppedsuckingon

itandwenttohisfaceashesighedoutof

satisfaction.Theykissedagainasheflippedher

overputtingheronherback.Hekissedher

stomachwhileshesoftlymoanedthroughthe

pleasure.Heslowlytookoffherunderwearwhile

sheliftedherwaistalittle.Hethrewitonthecarpet

ashekissedhercrawlingbacktoherinnerthighs.

Hekissedthemasherbreathingincreasedwith

everykissherthighsreceived.Hewentinforthe

coochieandgaveitonesoftlickasMayagasped

grabbingonthesheetswhiledigginghertoesinthe

duvet.Hesmiledlookingathercontinuedtosoftly

lickher.Everylicksentamassiveloadsofpleasure

throughherbodyashermoaninggotalittlelouder.

Hermoaningandsignofpleasureiswhataroused

Joshuaashesoftlyputhisfingerinheropening

whilelickingherasMayaliftedherheadlookingat

Joshua...

Maya:baby



Joshua:mmh

Maya:iwantyou

Joshua:metoo

Hestoppedlickingherandwentforherlipsagain

assheflippedhimoverandwentontopofhim

rubbinghismachineoverhercoochie...

Joshua:wannauseprotection?(Sheshookher

headashegiggled)ok

Shetookoffthebraandwentdowntohisface

kissinghimsomemorewhilehismachinesoftlyhit

herbumcheeks.Sheslowlydirectedittoher

openingasheheldherwaistintoplace.Shetooka

deepbreathinandslowlysliditin...

Joshua:shit!



Hesaidclosinghiseyesasherwallsgrabbedon

hismachine.Thewarmthofitsentalotof

excitementdownhisspineweakeningitandasshe

exhaledittookhimstraighttocloud9asthe

pleasureintensifiedwithallhermusclesrelaxed...

Joshua:damnitMaya.Fuck

Shesmiledputtingherhandsonhischestand

slowlythrustedherwaistonit.Everystrokeshe

gavehimmadehimfeellikehecouldscreambut

decidedtokeepthepleasureinsoftlymoaning...

Joshua:shitbabyyou'resogood

Sheincreasedherpacewiththeirmoaninggetting

loudereachsecond.Foragood3minutessherode

himlikehehasneverbeenbefore.Herskillwas

whatmadehimwantmoreofher.Hepulledher

downandgrabbedonherneckandtookoverwhile



shewasstillontophim.Hethrustedherforanother

good3minuteswiththeirgruntingandmoaning

loud.Hepulledoutandlaidheronherstomachand

sliditbackinfromtheback.Justasheputitinhe

hitherg-spotasMayabitonthepillowgrabbingon

theduvet...

Maya:ohyesJorightthere.Fuck

Shegruntedashebithislowerlipthrustingher.He

feltherwallsgrabonhimharderwhilehernipples

gotharder.Themorehethrustedherinthat

positionthemorepleasureshefeltasshelost

controlofherbody...

Maya:imgoingtocumJo

Joshua:cumformebaby

Hepinnedherwaistfurtherdeeponthemattressas

herlegsstartedtoshakewhileshegruntedwith



sweatalloverherface.Shecreamedhismachine

ashebithislowerlipthrustingherharder.He

closedhiseyesandlookedupstillbitinghislower

lipreleasinghisjuicesinher...

Joshua:ohMaya

Maya:yesdaddy

Hecontinuedtothrustherasanotherwaveof

orgasmhither.Bothherthighsandbuttcheeks

shookasshekickedJoshuaoffhimandturned

aroundsplashinghersquirtalloverwhileJoshua

smiledstrokinghimself.Assoonasshefinishedhe

gotbackontopofherandsliditbackasshe

gasped.Hedroppedhisbodyonherandthrusted

hermissionarywhileMayamoanedlouderwithno

controloverherbody...

Joshua:youaresogoodMaya



Hesaidslowingdownonthethrustingasthey

softlyexhaled...

Joshua:iloveyou

Maya:iloveyoumoreJoshuaandiwantmoreof

thisgoodness

Joshua:wecangoallnightifyoulike

Maya:ididn'tknowhowmuchimissedfeelingthis

wayuntilnow.Itfeelsgood

Joshua:ididn'tknowyouwouldbesuchafreak.It

feelsamazing

Maya:wellsurprise

Theylaughedashebabykissedherandsighed

slidingitoutsatisfied...

Maya:wannatakeittotheshower?

Joshua:iwouldn'tsaynobooboo



Theylaughedassherantothebathroomwhilehe

camebehindher.Hepinnedheragainsttheshower

wallandopenedthewaterthenkissedasthewater

fellonthem.Heliftedherupalittleasshewrapped

herlegsonhiswaist.Theneedformorecameback

asheputitinwhileshegasped.Hethrustedher

harderthanthefirsttimeasherbreathingcutin

betweenthethrusts.Heputherdownandturned

herassheputherfaceagainsttheshowerwalland

putitbackin.Withonehandonherwaistandthe

otheronherneckhegaveitalltoherbitinghis

lowerlipgruntingwhileshemoanedwithhereyes

closedbitingonherlowerlipaswell...

Maya:ohyesdaddyharder

Joshua:anythingforyoumylove

Hewentharderonhisstrokeshittingherpleasure

spotasshemoanedevenlouder.
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Man:(knocked)roomservice

Mayasmiledgoingtothedoorandopenedasshe

pulledthetrolleyin.Thewaiterheadedbackafter

shetippedhimandrolledthetabletothebalcony.

Sheseteverythingonthetableinthebalconyand

smiledtakingapicturewithhernewphone...

Maya:suchgreatpicturequality



Shechuckledgoingbackintheroomandsatnext

toasleepingJoshua.Helookedsopeacefulasshe

tookafewphotosofhimandsoftlyshookhim...

Maya:love

Joshua:hmm

Maya:wakeup

Joshua:imupbabecomehere

Hepulledherinandbabykissedherasthey

smiled...

Maya:iwasthinkingweshouldhavesome

breakfastbeforegettingreadyforchurch

Joshua:(satup)oh?

Maya:yeahsoicalledinsomeroomservice

Shesaidshowinghimatthebalconyashesmiled...



Joshua:awwbabethat'ssosweetofyou

Maya:come

Shetookhishandashegotupinshortsonlywhile

sheworeawhiterobe...

Joshua:thislooksnice

Maya:iknowright(theytooktheirseats)howdid

yousleep?

Joshua:ihadanamazingsleepandyourself?

Maya:ihaveneversleptlikeididlastnight

Joshua:(smiled)wellyouwereboundto

Maya:gobatla1'nyanabeforechurch(theylaughed)

Joshua:areyoualittleaddictMaya?

Maya:wellwhenit'sgooditsgood

Joshua:wellwehavetherestofourlivestoexplore

everything.Here(hefedheragrape)



Maya:yeahhey.

Joshua:sowhendoyouthinkwecanhaveour

wedding?

Maya:anytimeimready

Joshua:sothatmeanswecanhaveourparentsto

starttalking?

Maya:yeahandidon'tthinkitshouldbeanything

longsinceyourparentsstayfaraway.Wecanuse

thischancewhiletheyarestillhereforthemtostart

withthenegotiations

Joshua:theyaregoingbacktodaylovebutibelieve

theycandoeverythingonline.Iwantustodo

everythingproperly

Maya:okifyousaysoit'sstillfine.Youtalktoyour

parentstheneverythingtakesoffmeontheother

handwillstarttalkingtoMsAdiole.Iwanthertobe

myplanner

Joshua:hercompanyhasgreatreputationsoi

believeshewilldoanexquisitejob

Maya:sowhat'sthebudget?



Joshua:whateveryouwantyouwillgetmylove

Maya:there'slifeaftertheweddingdaymylovesoi

don'twantustomisusefunds

Joshua:don'tstressbabeihavebeensavingfor

thisdaysinceiwas20

Maya:(laughed)soyouhavebeenputtingmoney

awaysayingit'sforthetimeyougetmarried?

Joshua:yeslove

Maya:that'sgreatfinancialdisciplinemylove

Joshua:thankyoulove.Whodoyouwantaspartof

thebridalparty?

Maya:mysquadbabes.LewisandMareledi.You

willtalktoMrDuncantobeyourbestman

Joshua:sowho'sgoingtobeyourmaidofhonour?

Maya:Mareledi

Joshua:isLewisnotgoingtofight?

Maya:idon'tdisputethefactthatwehavebeen

friendsforlongbutbeingmymaidofhonourisn't

abouttheperiodwehavebeenfriendsfor.



Joshua:ok.Youguyswilltakecareofeverything

youwilltalktomewhenyouneedmyinput

Maya:yesloveespeciallyoncolours

Joshua:yesma'am.Let'seatupandgogetready

forchurchmaybewecanhavetimeforyour

1'nyana

Theylaughedandcontinuedtoeat.

InPrison...

Ronahummedhanginghervestsandbra'sas

Preciousjoinedher...

Precious:mmhiseeyouarehomeandvery

comfortable(shestarredather)

Rona:homemyfootiwanttogetoutofhere

Precious:gonemmeRonacan'tyouseethewalls



haveclosedinonus?

Rona:therearenowallsthathaveclosedinonus.

Preciousihopeyouarenotplanningtodo

somethingstupidbecauseiwouldkillyouforreal

thistimearound

Precious:there'snouseofustokeeplyingRona.

Evenifwecomeupwithbelievablelieswewere

caughtredhanded

Rona:imgoingtosticktomystory.Iwentsight

seeing.Ifyouwannagodowndosoalonedon't

dragmewithplease

Precious:butyouknowKeneilweisalsogoingto

testifyrightandherstatementwillbethefinalnail

onthecoffin

Rona:RonaMoetiisnotgoingdownwithoutafight

Precious:whyareyousodeterminedtofightdoyou

perhapshavesomethingtofallbackon?

Rona:weallhaveskeletonsinourclosetsPrecious

Precious:(frowned)what?

Rona:anywayihavemanagedtofindalawyerto



comeandhelpwithdealingwithyourilltreatment

case.Thatwillbeanotheradvantageforus

Precious:Ronawhichotherskeletonsareyou

talkingaboutthatidonotknowof?

Rona:PreciouswhatdidMmadiTalwayssaytoyou?

Amotherknowsbestsoleaveeverythingtomeand

stoptryingtoturnintoanidiot.RonaMoetiwasnot

borntofail.Thiswasjustmyrestingperiod.(Smiled

lookingintospace)theywon'tknowwhathitthem

onceistarttalking

Shesmiledmorewhileherdaughterlookedather

confused.Hermomentofjoywascutshortby

Rockyandhercrewwhothrewatinfullofsoilon

herwetclothesandlaughed...

Rona:whatthehellareyoudoing?

Rocky:youwanttofightme?Comelovecome

Rona:imsickandtiredofyou(shesaidfoldingher

jacket)youaregoingto...



Precious:mapleasedon'ttheyarenotworthit

Rona:nothisyounggirlneedstolearnafew

lessonsimnotgoingtobedisrespectedbyher.Hell

no

ShepulledherhandfromPreciousasthecrew

splashedabucketfullofwateronherandthen

sandontopasshestoppedclosinghereyesand

coughedassomeofthesoilgotinhermouth.Other

inmateslaughedassheremovedthesandonher

eyes...

Rona:bitch!

Guard:what'sgoingonhere?

TheinmatesranawaywhiletheguardhelpedRona

whowascoveredinmud.

AtMorris'shouse...



Hewentintothebedroomwithtwocupsofcoffee

inhishand...

Morris:honeyi...

HefrownedlookingatLewisstandinginthe

balconylookingmilesaway.Hewenttohimand

stoodbehindhimleaningoverhisshoulderashe

jumpedstartledmakingMorrisspillthecoffee...

Morris:Lewis

Lewis:goshMorriswhywouldyoudothatfor?

Morris:areyouok?

Lewis:imfine

Morris:noyouarenotLewis.Youweredistantthe

wholenightlastnightandnowyoulooklikeyou

havealotgoingoninyourmind



Lewis:Morrisimok.Infactineedtogo

Morris:go?Ithoughtmaybewecouldgooutfor

breakfastandhelpmedoabitofgroceryshopping

Lewis:imnotinthemood

Morris:okLewiswhat'sgoingon?

Lewis:nothingMorriswhycan'tyougetthat?Imok

nowpleaseletmebe

Morris:isitbecauseofMike(Lewis'sheartskipped

abeat)

Lewis:excuseme?

Morris:isawhowheheldyoulastnightLewis

Lewis:what?

Morris:yes.Onemomentyouwerefineandjolly

andthenextyouweredownandgrumpyandall

thathappenedafteryoumetMike.Doyouknowhim?

Lewis:idon't

Morris:thenwhywouldhetouchyoulikethat?

Lewis:hejustwantedtoknowsomethingandi



almosttrippedonthegrasssohesavedme

Morris:Lewis

Lewis:yes

Morris:stoplyingtome

Lewis:ohnowyouaregoingtoaccusemeoflying?

Morris:iknowwhatisaw

Lewis:ahthenbelievewhatyouwantthen.Imnot

goingtogobackandforthaboutthis.Imgoing

home

Morris:Lewis

Hewentintothebedroomandtookhisphone...

Morris:Lewis

Lewis:youknowwheretofindmeifyouwantme

andpleasedon'tcometomyhouseifyouaregoing

toaccusemeofthingsiknownothingabout

Morris:okLewisimsorrypleasedon'tgo



Lewis:noimgoing

Morris:comeon

Lewis:whatareyoutryingtoinsinuateMorris?How

wouldiknowsucharebellookingguy?

Morris:ijustwantedtoknowwhathappenedtoyou

Lewis:imhumananditsokformymoodsto

fluctuate

Morris:okigetthatpleasedon'tgo(Lewissighed)I

willgomakeanothercupofcoffee

Lewis:fine

HesatonthebedasMorriswentdowntothe

kitchen.Lewisgruntedandrubbedhisface...

Lewis:damnitLewisdamnitman(hesighed)but

howcomeisthisidiotoutandwhywouldhe...(his

phonerang)Lewishello?

Mike:(smiled)goodmorningbabe



Lewis:(frowned)excuseme?

Mike:youlookedradiantlastnightandiwishedi

couldripthoseclothesoffofyou

Lewis:Mi...(hewenttocheckthecoastandwentto

thebalcony)didinottellyoutostayawayfromme

Mike?

Mike:youandiaremeanttobetogetherbabeso

there'snohowicanbeabletodothat

Lewis:youaresickyouknowthat.Youhaveno

placeinmylife

Mike:comeandtellmethattomyface

Lewis:idon'twanttomeetupwithyou

Mike:areyousureaboutthat

Lewis:yesMikeyouandilongpartedwaysand

i...(thebedroomdooropened)ohyeslovelastnight

wasamazing.TrustmeMayawillneverforgetit.If

herbirthdaywaslikethatimagineherweddingdayi

can'twait.(Chuckled)oklovelater.Ciao(hehung

upsmiling)

Morris:here



Lewis:thankyou.ThatwasMareledishecan'tstop

talkingaboutthebirthdayparty

Morris:itwasgreat

Lewis:mmh(tookasip)hmmyummysothe

groceryshopping,bringapadandapensowedoa

list

Morris:yeah

HewentinthebedroomtogetthemwhileLewis

receivedaWhatsApptext.Heopenedasthepicture

loadedandhisheartracedasheswallowedtoa

dickpicture...

:iknowyoumissittoo.Youknowtheaddress.

Thedoorwillnotbelocked.Ihopeyouwon'tkeep

mewaiting

Heswallowedandquicklydeletedthemessage...



Morris:everythingok

Lewis:(chuckledtakinganothersip)yeslovejust

somescammer.Solet'sstartwiththekitchenstuff

first

Hepoppedthepenandstartedjottingdownwhile

Morristoldhimeverythingheusuallybuys.

AttheDuncan's...

AppleleftasLornacamedownandfrownedfinding

Saintwatchingtv...

Lorna:areyounotgoingtochurch?

Saint:no

Lorna:why?

Saint:idon'tfeellikeit

Lorna:areyousick?



Saint:noimnotsickLornawouldyoustopfussing

Lorna:(frowned)excuseme?Whoareyoutalkingto

likethat?

Saint:imgoingtositoutside

Lorna:noSaintyouarenotgoingtositoutsideyou

aregoingtositinhereandapologiseforhowyou

justspoketome

Saint:canyoupleaseleavemealone(hestoodup

asshestoodinhisway)macanyoupleasemove

Lorna:whatisgoingonwithyou?

Saint:youknowwhatthisiswhyyourhusband

cheatedonyou,youdon'tknowhowtomindyour

ownbusinessand...

Hewassilencedbyahotslapacrosshisfacethat

lefthimseeingnothingbutstars...

Lorna:howdareyouSaint

Duncan:guyswhat'sgoingonhere?



Saint:mxm

HesaidpushingLornaoutofhiswayandwalked

outwhileashockedLornascoffedwithherhands

onherwaist...

Lorna:thischild

Duncan:whathappened?

Lorna:it'stheteenagestagebutimnotgoingto

allowthiskindofbehaviourinmyhouse

Duncan:whyishenotgoingtochurch?

Lorna:youcanaskthatagain.Saintischanging

andidon'tthinkhimandiaregoingtogetalong.

He'sbehavinglikeaspoiltbrat

Sheclickedhertonguegoinguptohisbedroomas

Duncansighedfollowingher...



Duncan:loveihonestlydon'twantto...

Lorna:(scoffed)ohwow,Duncanjustwow

Shesaidtakingthegununderhismattress...

Duncan:how?

Lorna:Saintishonestlygoingtogetinmylast

nerve.Saint!(Sheangrilycalledhim)

Duncan:lovecalmdown

Lorna:noimnotgoingtocalmdown.Notonlyishis

behaviourchanginghenowcangothroughmy

thingswithoutourpermission?(Chuckled)hellno,

Saint!Sai...

Saint:canyoustopshoutinglikeamadwo...

Hefrozeasshepoutedshowinghimthegun...

Lorna:mmhnowcatgotyourtongue.Shouldi



shootyouwiththisgun?

Saint:didyougothroughmythings?

Lorna:youhavethenervetoevenaskmethat

Duncan:Saintwhyareyou...

Saint:sonowmyprivacyisgoingtobeinvaded?Oh

wow

Duncan:Saintcanwepleasetalkaboutthis

Saint:ihavenothingtosaytothebothofy'all

Lorna:y'all?Saintyouarenowaddressingusas

ya'all

Saint:urghLordcanyoupleasestop!Geezwoman

yoh!Focusonfixingyourmarriageandleaveme

thehellalone

HesaidgoingupwhileDuncanandLornafrozeout

ofshock.Theirmouthshungopenastheyranout

ofwordstosay...



Lorna:wow

Duncan:havekidstheysaid

Hescoffedandclappedoncegoingtothekitchen.

AtChurch...

Mareledifinishedwithhersongaseveryone

clappedasshetookasipofwaterandsighed...

Mareledi:canigetanAmenbrethren

All:amen!

Mareledi:comeonpeopleofGodyoucandobetter

thanthat.IsaidcanigetanAmen!

All:Amen!

Theyshoutedatthetopoftheirvoiceswhilethe

instrumentalistsmadesomejoyfulsoundsaswell...



Mareledi:(smiled)wonderful.Godisgood?

All:allthetime

Mareledi:allthetime?

All:Godisgood

Mareledi:wearegettingintothenextphaseofour

intercessionandthatisworship.Ifyouarenota

prayerfulpersontodayyouaregoingtobeprayerful

amen!?

All:amen

Mareledi:nowpleasehelpmewelcomeournewest

additiontotheteamMsMayaMoeti

EveryonewithJoshuaandthekidscheeredasshe

smiledtakingthemicrophonefromMareledi.She

movedherlongblackdressandsmiledmore

lookingateveryone...

Maya:glorybetoGod



All:amen

Shelookedatthekeyboardistashestartedplaying

somekeys...

Maya:wehavebeensavedbythebloodofJesus

amen

All:amen

Maya:thewordofGodsaysthere'sno

condemnationforthemthatareinChristJesus(the

congregationcheered)withoutGodwearenothing.

WesayJesuswethankyou,weblessandworship

youfatherforwearenothingwithouthim,weare

theworkoftheblood,thankyouJesusforthework

oftheblood(otherinstrumentalistsjoinedthe

keyboardistasthespiritcamedown)thankyou

Jesusfortheworkoftheblood,thankyouJesusfor

theworkoftheblood,thankyouJesushallelujah...

Theyspirittookoverthewholeplaceasshestarted



toministerintongueswhileeveryonestartedtosay

theirprayers...

Maya:goodLord.Amen(shedirectedthemtotone

itdown)thisnextsongwearegoingtosingisvery

closetomyheart.Ihavebeenthroughhell,ihave

seenturmoilbutJesusbeingJesushewalkedme

throughthewalksoflife.Ithasn'tbeenaneasy

journeytogetwhereiamnowbutwithGodiwas

abletopullthrough.Amen

All:amen

Shedirectedthekeyboardistashebegan...

Asyouseemetoday

MrT:Yes!

Alexander:hallelujah!



Oncewaslosttosin

Iwasasgoodasdead

WhentheLordfoundme

Hesaidcomethepricehasbeenpaid

Yoursinsareforgiventhroughmyblood

GaveyouanewnameasIsetyoufree

(Theteamjoinedin)

ThebloodofJesusChrist

Thebloodoftheblamelesslamb

Theblooditcleanseme

Theblooditrescuedme

Whatyouseetodayistheworkoftheblood

Withoutthesheddingoftheblood

Thereisnoforgiveness



Ofsinthat'sGodstandard

SowhenthedevilstoodbeforeGod'sthrone

Toaccusemeforallmysins

IttookChristtostandinmyplace

Hetorehisrobetoshowstripesonhisback

Hewasbruisedonhishandsandhisfeet

AndopenedmywaybacktoGod

ThebloodofJesusChrist

Thebloodoftheblamelesslamb

Theblooditcleanseme

Theblooditrescuedme

Whatyouseetodayistheworkoftheblood

Becauseofyourgreatworklord

Wewannasay,thankyouohthankyou

Youcamedown,thankyou



Justtoliftmeup,soIthankyoulord

Youleftyourthrone,Thankyou

Youhadmeinmind,thankyou

Whatyouseetodayiswork

Nothingbuttheworkoftheblood...

Itwashervoicethatsenteveryoneintoaplacethat

theyhaveneverbeen.Somefellonthefloorasall

spiritsstartedtomanifest.MrTcaughtaquick

visionoftwoyoungboyscoveredinbloodwitha

womancrying.Theotherboy'sspiritstartedleaving

hisbodyashefollowedawomaninwhatlooked

likeheavenandinallofthishekeptseeingL.Kand

S.Dinitials.Hestartedprayingsohardwhileinthe

crowdChiomastoppedprayingseeingacoffinand

bloodonherstomachwearingaweddinggown.

ShelookedupatasingingMayaandsawvultures

surroundingherandtheneverythingwentdark.She

quicklysatdownclosinghereyesandstartedto

prayashardasshecould.



InMokatako...

Theoldwomansatonablackplasticchairgiving

herchickenssomecornastheysurroundedher.

Holdingherphone,herdaughtercameoutofthe

houserunning...

Matshidiso:Dips

Dipuo:Tshidi

Matshidiso:aekibiman(shechasedthechickens

away)youwon'tbelievewhatDoreenjustsentme

Dipuo:whatisitanditoldyoutostopcallingme

Dipsimyourmotherkana

Matshidiso:forgetaboutthat.Doreenjustsentme

photosofyourneice'sdaughter,gaseKeneilwe,her

daughterwascelebratingherbirthdaylastnight

andshegotengaged.

Dipuo:herdaughterwho?



Matshidiso:Mayayourememberher?

Dipuo:Mayawanyalwa?(Mayaisgettingmarried)

Matshidiso:imtellingyou

Dupuo:banabaSeikanyengabobabonagorego

tswanetsegorebasekabampolellakele

mmaabone?Gagonaopeyotsilenggonyalwake

isekeitsisiwe(andSeikanyeng'schildrensawit

fittingtonottellmewhileimtheirmother?Noone

isgoingtogetmarriedbeforeimtold)

Matshidiso:gapeakanyaMayaanywalapelegaga

ngwanakeDoreen(laughed)keraa(imagineMaya

gettingmarriedbeforemydaughterDoreen.Never)

Dipuo:wehavetogotoMochudi.LeletsaDoreen

foo(callDoreen)

Matshidiso:idon'thaveairtimeletmerushtothe

tuckshop

Shewentintothehouse,tooksomecashheadedto

thetuckshopwhileDipuoscoffedshakingher

head...



Dipuo:gagonangwanawangwanawaga

Seikanyengopeyotsilenggonyalwapelega

ngwanakelengwanawangwanake.Keikanakaba

binatshwene(nograndchildorchildofSeikanyeng

isgoingtogetmarriedbeforemydaughterandmy

granddaughter.Iswearonmyancestors)

AtJoshua'shouse...

Keneilwehummedwithatubofpretroleumjellyon

herhandgoingtothelivingroom...

Keneilwe:ifoundit.Itsgoingtohealyourheelsin

no...

ShefrownedlookingatVictorwholaidonthecouch

onhisbackwithhiseyesclosedandhandsonhis

stomach...



Keneilwe:Victor?(Herheartskipped)Victor?

Shedroppedthetubandkneltbesideshimshaking

him...

Keneilwe:Victor?

Putherfaceonhisnoseandshefeltnobreath

comingoutofhisnoseandjumpedupwithher

heartracing...

Keneilwe:aoBadimobagaMoetigorenglekadira

jaana.AoJesoMorena.Ao(ohMoetiancestors,

whywouldyoudothis.OhJesusLord)nurse!?

ShegrabbedherphoneanddialedJoshuawithher

heartracingandhandsshaking...
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Nurse:(cameinrunning)yesma,iseverythingok?

Keneilwe:ithinkhe'snotbreathingandJoshuais

notansweringhisphone

Shegruntedcallinghimagainwhilethenurse

checkedhispulseandeyes.Sheswallowedand

checkedhishandsandtheyweresocold...

Nurse:letmecalltheambulance



Keneilwe:whyisJoshuanotpickinguphisphone

gosh.

ThenursecalledtheambulancewhileKeneilwe

triedJoshuaagain.Hesawitandsteppedoutside

pickingup...

Joshua:ma?

Keneilwe:finally,there'saproblemhereJoshua

Joshua:What'sgoingon?

Keneilwe:Victorisnotresponsive

Joshua:(heartskipped)what?

Keneilwe:yeshe'sjustlyingonthecouchandnot

moving.Itriedtofeelhisbreathbutnothing

Joshua:(swallowed)didyoucallforhelp?

Keneilwe:yesthenurseisspeakingtothemedical

rescueteamnow

Joshua:ohok.Weareinchurchandidon'twantto



alarmMaya

Keneilwe:justwaitforittocomeout.Iwillkeepyou

posted

Joshua:ok.Let'shopeit'sjustafalsealarm

Keneilwe:ihopesotoo.Bye

Joshua:bye(hesighedshakinghisheadandcalled

hisfather)

MrK:son?

Joshua:whereareyouguys?

MrK:stillatourhouseakerewearegoingtohave

lunchwithyouguys

Joshua:ok.PleasegotomyhouseandhelpMaya's

mothershejustcalledmeapparentlyMrLentsweis

notresponsive

MrK:what!?(Glidiafrowned)

Joshua:yesdad.Shesaystheyjustcalledthe

medicalrescueteamnow.Iwillsendyouher

numbersothatyougoandbewithherwhilewaiting

tohearfromthedoctor.Mayaisbusyinchurchand



idon'twanttospoilhermorning

MrK:okdosonow.Sharp(theyhungup)love

Glidia:What'sgoingondaddy?

MrK:apparentlyMaya'sfatherisnotresponsive.

Glidia:ohno

MrK:let'snotpanicyet.HermothercalledJoshua

andtheyaretakinghimtothehospital.Imwaiting

forhernumbersothatwecheckwhichhospital

theywillbegoingto

Glidia:ok.PleasedearGodletthisjustbeafalse

alarm.Thismanneedstoseehisdaughterwalk

downtheislepleasegraciousLord

MrK:hejustsentitlet'sgo

HesaidgrabbingthecarkeysandcalledKeneilwe

asGlidiacamebehindhim.InchurchPastorTaolo

tookthemicrophoneandexhaledshakinghishead.

Hewantedtosaysomethingbutthevisioncame

backagainasheexhaledagainshakinghishead...



MrT:yesLord.YesLord.YesLord.Thespiritis

showingmesomething.Idon'tknowthesepeople

butibelievewhoevertheyaretheyarehereorat

leasttheirrelativesbecauseiwouldn'tbeableto

connectwiththeirspiritsiftheyweren'there.I'm

seeingtwoyoungboyswithbloodintheirhands.It

looksliketheywerefightingorsomethingbutthey

arebadlyinjured.Oneoftheboy'sspiritiseven

leavinghisbodyandhe'sbeingtakenintothe

kingdombyawoman.Iaskedthespirittoreveal

whotheyaretomeandisawL.KandS.Dinitialsso

isthereanyoneherewhoknowsanyonewiththese

initials?(Theykeptquietlookingaround)comeon

peopleit'seithertheseboysarehereortheir

relativesorsomeonethatknowsthem.L.KandS.D

Apple:mybrotherisanS.D

Maya:andmynephewisanL.K(everyonelistened

on)

MrT:dotheseboysknowoneanother?

Apple:idoubt



Maya:iwouldn'tknow

MrT:okhavetheyshownsignsofbeingbothered

bysomething?

Apple:mybrotheractuallyhas

MrT:weneedtoprayagainstthisbecauseshould

weletitgotheseboysmightkilloneanother.One

seemstohavebeenoffendedbysomethingthe

otheronedidwhiletheotheriscluelessandas

boystheiregosclashedandadeadlyfightensued.

FatherGodicomebeforethismoment...

HestartedprayingasMayaandApplejoinedinon

theprayerandthenthewholecongregationwhile

theinstrumentalistssoftlyplayedtheirinstruments.

InMokatako...

Matshidisocamebackfromthetuckshopandtook

achairjoininghermotherunderatreethendialled

Doreen...



Doreen:mama

Matshidiso:imwithyourgrandmotherhereiwant

youtopaintheraperfectpictureofwhatyoujust

toldme

Doreen:(laughed)metlholomama.Anywaybefore

wegoindeepdoyouguysknowthatKeneilweis

alive

Both:what!?

Dipuo:weburiedthatperson16yearsagoDoreen

whatareyousaying?

Doreen:Keneilweisverymuchalivegranny.

ApparentlyshehasbeenkepthostagebyRona

Matshidiso:naareotlhwaafetseDoreen?(areyou

serious)

Doreen:imseriousma.Itisalloverthenews.She's

inprisonwithPreciousaswespeak

Matshidiso:heebathong

Dipuo:jaanongwhodidwebury?



Doreen:idon'tknowaswell.IguessonlyRonahas

ananswertothat

Dipuo:kanaSeikanengoneabelegeditwin

bathong?Kanamosadiyoremofitlhelengonea

tshwanaleKeneilwe.OsureDoreen?(Or

Seikanyenghadtwins?Thewomanweburied

lookedexactlylikeKeneilwe)

Doreen:verysuregranny.ApparentlyMayaisnot

evenRona'schild.SheandTitus

Matshidiso:thatweknow

Doreen:haibomamaandyoudidn'ttellmewhy?

Dipuo:wedidn'thavetimetobeexplainingthingsof

Seikanyeng'schildrentoyou.Sohowdidthatgirl

getengaged?

Doreen:mmakeipotsagoreojisitsemonnawa

bathoeng.Golebegaeletycoonfelayamabonoka

goreomoreketselekoloi.(Iwonderwhatshefed

thepoorman.Itlookslikehe'sawelloffman

becauseheboughtheracar)

Dipuo:wafosaDoreen(youlie)



Doreen:imtellingyougrannyisentmamathe

photos.Oraagorelefagotwemothowagorataaka

gorekelakoloiaboagodirelapartyfelayamabono

jaana?Omojesitsesengwe(youmeanevenif

someonelovesyouthatmuchtheywouldbuyyou

suchanexpensivecar?Shefedhimsomething)

Dipuo:banabagaSeikanyengkaboloibatshwana

felalemmaabone.(Seikanyeng'schildrenand

witchcraftarebestfriendstheyarejustliketheir

mother)Weneedtofindwhereshe'sstayingsothat

sheexplainshowshe'splanningtogetmarried

withouttellingme.Nooneisgoingtogetmarried

heretrustme

Doreen:imagineMayafelammamaminaanyalwa

(laughed)waitsenkabonagoreboloiboberekela

batho(imagineMayagettingmarriediwould

believethatwitchcraftiseffective)

Matshidiso:mamaisrightmakesureyoufindout

whereshestaysandtelluswehavetogothere.Or

maybeweshouldpayRonaavisitfirstmama

Doreen:ohyesthatcouldworkma



Dipuo:yeahfirstthingtomorrowweareheading

Gaboroneprison

Doreen:anywaybyeletmedosomethinghere

Both:byenana(theyhungup)

Matshidiso:imagineMayagettingmarriedbefore

me

Dipuo:boloiTshidiSeikanyengkanaeneelemoloi

wapopotaimnotsurprisedmmefela(saucery

Tshidi,Seikanyengwasawellknowwhichin

Mochudi)there'snoweddingthat'sgoingtohappen.

Nkampakaitomasekgono(overmydeadbody)

Matshidisolaughedandheadedinsidewhileher

motherclickedhertonguesittingbackonherchair.

AttheDuncan's...

AftercalmingdownLornawentbacktoSaint's

roomandknocked.Hequietlylookedatthedoor



andsighedgoingbacktohisphone.Lornaknocked

againbuthestilldidn'trespondasshesighedand

triedtoopenbutitwaslocked...

Lorna:Saintcanyoupleaseopenup(Duncancame

outoftheirroom)Saint?Iknowyouareinthere

pleaseopenupsothatwetalk

Saint:idon'twanttotalktoanyone

Lorna:buthowdoyouexpectustoknowwhat's

botheringyouwhenyoudon'twanttotalktous?

Saint:whosaidiwanttotalk

Duncan:okSaintthatdoesitimnotgoingtoallow

thisbehaviourtogoonanymoreopenthisdoor

Saint:isaidiwanttobeleftalone

Lorna:Saintwhathasgottenintoyou?Whydidyou

takemygun?(Hekeptquiet)doyouknowhow

dangerousthatthingis?Doyouwantmetogoto

jail?(Hestillkeptquiet)allwewanttoknowiswhat

isgoingonwithyou

Saint:kindlystepawayfrommydoorway



Duncan:Sainthaveweevergivenyouareasonto

doubtourcareforyou?

Saint:thisishonestlyannoyingmxm

Hesaidgoingintohisbathroomandclosedhimself

in.LornaandDuncanlookedatoneanotherand

sighed...

Lorna:wheredidwegowrong?Whatchanged?Our

sonwasnotthiskindofpersonaweekagoDuncan

Duncan:imasshockedaswell.IknowSainttobe

oneofthewellbehavedboychildenbutnowthis?I

don'tknow

Lorna:let'swaitforApplemaybeshewillbeableto

getthroughhim

Duncan:wecanonlyhope

Theysighedfollowingoneanotherdownstairs.



AttheAdiole's...

Kelechichuckledcomingdownstairswhiletexting

asAbiolalookedatherandscoffed...

Kelechi:ohyoudidnotgotochurch

Abiola:iwokeuptiredsoidecidednotto

Kelechi:ohok(shelaughed)youaresosilly

Abiola:whoareyoutalkingtothisearly?

Kelechi:where'smybreakfast?

Abiola:intheoven(shelaughedagain)whois

makingyoulaughthishard?

Kelechi:whycan'tyougetthemessagethatidon't

wanttotellyou?

Abiola:doilooklikeicareaboutthat?Iwantto

know

Kelechi:wellidon'twanttotellyou.Mindyourown

businessdearsister



Abiola:sincewhen?

Kelechi:(tookherfood)okAbiimtalkingto

Lovemoreareyouhappynow?

Abiola:theLovemorewhowewerewithyesterday?

Kelechi:yes

Abiola:didn'tChiomasayhissonisdatingSundae?

Kelechi:so?

Abiola:howdoyouchattothefatherofyourniece's

boyfriend?(Kelechistarredatherandlaughed)no

imbeingseriousKelethatisjustnoton

Kelechi:sayswho?

Abiola:comeonKelechiwearetalkingaboutyour

niecehere

Kelechi:yesniecenotdaughteranditsnotlikeim

doinganythingwiththisguy.Wearejusttalkingcan

yougirlsstopbeingsouptightforoncegosh.No

wondery'allaresingle.

Abiola:it'snotaboutbeinguptightthisismorally

wrongyoucan't...



Kelechi:youdon'twanttodothiswithmeandim

honestlynotinthemoodtogobackandforthwith

youonthismatter.Lovemoreandiarejusttwo

adultswhoaretalkingnothingmore.

Abiola:Chiomaisnotgoingtolikethisonebit.She

introducesustoapersonandyougoaheadanddo

this?

Kelechi:dowhatAbiola?Whydoyoumakeitsound

likeimexchangingnudeswiththisguywhichi

wouldn'tmind(shelaughed)

Abiola:thisisexactlywhatimtalkingabout.You

wanthim

Kelechi:againwhereistheproblem?Yousoworked

upbecauseimjusttalkingtothisguywhichmakes

mewonderhowyouaregoingtofeelifitoldyoui

haveadatewithhimlater

Abiola:Kelechino

Kelechi:areyougoingtostopme?No,sosisstay

outofitplease.

Abiola:Kelechiyou...



Kelechi:canipleasehavemyfoodinpeace?

Abiolasighedsquintinghereyesandfocusedon

thetvwhileKelechiburstintoaloudlaugh

respondingtohermessage.

THATAFTERNOON

Atthehospital...

JoshuaquietlyparkedwhileMayasmiled

respondingtooneofthepraiseteammembers...

Maya:babewhyarewehereagain?Kanayou

haven'tansweredme

Joshua:ijustwanttogetsomethingmylovelet's

go

Maya:wewillwaitinthecargoahead



Joshua:nolovecomewithme

Maya:ahbabewhataboutthekids?

Joshua:lovejustcomewiththemplease.

Maya:isthethingheavy?

Joshua:babecanwegoinandstoptalkingalot

Maya:oklovesorry.Comeguys

TheyhoppedoutwhileJoshuasoftlysighed.His

motherhadalreadytoldhimandhewasfightingso

hardtonotsayanythingtoMayayet.Theyheaded

insideasheledthemtothedoctor'sofficewhere

Mayafrownedfindingeveryone...

Maya:what'sgoingonhere?Iseverythingok?Ma?

Keneilwetriedtoholdthembackbutfailedasshe

lookedawaywhileGlidiahuggedher...



Maya:(heartracing)mama?

Dr:MsMoetipleasesitdown

Maya:noyouarescaringmewhat'sgoingon?

Joshua:babeyourdadhaspassedon

Maya:wha..wha...

Sheblinkedasahugepainfullumpgotstuckonher

throatwithtearsblurringhervision...

Herbert:whatisthatsupposedtomeanuncleJo?

Joshua:grandadhasgonetoGodhe'sanangel

now

Mayacoveredhermouthandburstintotearsas

Joshuahuggedher.Herbertalsoburstintotearsas

MrKganghuggedhim.Seeinghermotherand

brothercryingAprilcriedaswellasMrKgang

huggedthebothofthem...



Maya:why,why?

Joshua:imsosorryhoney.Imsosorry

Maya:iwasjustgettingtoknowhimwhywould

Goddothistome?

Joshua:imsorrylove

BackattheDuncan's...

Applesighedgettinginthehousefindingher

parentshavinglunchinthediningroom....

Apple:goodafternoon

Both:hello

Apple:whyareyouguyshavinglunchasthetwoof

youonly,where'sSaint?(Theylookedatone

another)iseverythingok?

Lorna:Saintisinhisroom



Apple:why?

Duncan:wehavebeentryingtogetthroughhimall

daybuthedoesn'twanttobudgesowehave

decidedtolethimbe

Lorna:wefoundmygununderhisbed.

Apple:yourwhat!?

Lorna:yeah

Apple:howdidhegetholdofitandhowdoyou

haveagunandwedonotknowanythingaboutit

ma?

Lorna:forthisexactreasonmylove.Iknewthat

shoulditellyouguysoneofyoumightbetempted

togetholdofit.Nowiwonderhowhefoundout

aboutit

Apple:(sighed)it'sagoodthingyoudidbecause

PastorTaolohadavisionaboutSaintbeing

involvedinadeadlybloodyfightwithMayaMoeti's

nephew

Both:what!?

Apple:yesma.IthinkSaintlikesthesamegirlthat's



involvedwithMaya'snephew

Lorna:soSaintwasplanningtousethisgunon

anotherwoman'schilddoesSai...(sneered)Saint!

Duncan:babeleavehim

Lorna:noloveimhonestlytired.Saintcomedown

here!Saint!?

Duncan:babe

LornaclickedhertongueandheadedupasDuncan

andApplefollowedher...

Lorna:(bangedonthedoor)SaintDuncanopenthis

flippingdoor!

Saint:Lornaleavemealone!

Apple:bathongSaintwhendidwestartcallingour

parentswiththeirnamesagain?

Saint:ohsotheycalledyou?

Lorna:thisboyisreallygettingonmylastnerve



(sheclickedhertonguegoingtotheirbedroom)

Duncan:Saintallwewanttodoistalktoyoumy

boy.Applejusttoldusthat...noLornapleasedon't

Lorna:(withtheguninherhand)moveoutofthe

way

Apple:mompleasenowhatifyou...

ShepulledthetriggerasAppleandDuncancovered

theirearswithApplescreaming.Thedooropened

asastartledSaintstooduponthebed...

Saint:whatareyoudoing?

Lorna:doyouwanttoseehowfaricangoSaint?

Duncan:babecalmdown

Lorna:I'mtalkingtoyouSaintDuncandoyouwant

toseehowfaricangoyoungboy?Comehere

Apple:maplease

Lorna:isaidcomehere!



Shegrabbedhislegashefelldownandshe

draggedhimdownonthefloor...

Duncan:honeyno

Saint:mamaplease

Lorna:(pointingthegunathim)soyouwantedto

killanotherwoman'schildwithmygun?

Saint:what?

Lorna:evenyourpastorhadavisionaboutyou

killingsomeoneSaintareyoucrazy?Huh!?

Saint:mai...(shekickedhim)ma!

Lorna:areyoucrazySaint!?Doyouwanttogetme

intotrouble!?(Shekickedhimagain)

Apple:mastop!

Duncan:Lornaplease!

Lorna:youtwoleavemealone!Getoutofthisroom

Apple:mayouare...



Lorna:isaidgetout!

Shethrewtheguninhiswashingbasketandfolded

hershirtjerkinghimupwiththecolorofhisshirt...

Duncan:babeyou...

Lorna:Duncanisaidgetout!Wenasithere

ShethrewhimonthebedasDuncanandApple

swallowedleaving.Sheclosedthedoorandopened

Saint'sclosettakingouthisbelt...

Saint:mamaimsorryi...

Lorna:imnotgoingtobedisrespectedbymyown

kiddoyouhearme?(Shesaidfoldingthebeltinher

hand)imtheadulthereandyouarethechildifit

meansmeremindingyouofthatsobeit



Shesaidlandingahardstrokeonhimashe

screamedatthetopofhisvoice.Hetriedtorunbut

shegrabbedhimasheslippedandfellonthefloor.

Shemercilesslybeathimashescreamedand

shouted...

Saint:mamaplease!

MeanwhiledownstairsDuncanandAppleshook

theirheadslisteningon...

Saint:mamaimsorry!

Lorna:(wipedhermouth)ketlagobolaa

mosimanyana(iwillkillyouyoungboy)

Sheclickedhertongueandthrewthebeltonhim

whilehecriedhissouloutwithhiswholebody

burning.



AtJoshua'shouse...

Theyquietlymadetheirwayintothehouseas

Joshua'sphonereportedamessage...

Chioma:helloMrKgang.Ifyouarefreepleasecall

methere'ssomethingiwanttotalktoyouabout.It's

aboutyourfianceesowhenyoucallmakesureyou

arealone.It'surgent

HeswallowedlookingatMayawhodownedaglass

ofwaterandsteppedoutsidewhileshetookher

phoneandwentintoherfacebook.ShesawTania's

friendrequestandaccepteditthenwentupstairsto

changewhiletheadultssatintheloungewithApril

andHerbertcuddlinguponGlidia'slap.

^

^

^



^

^
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Joshuaclearedhisthroattakingaseatunderoneof

theshadescallingChioma...

Chioma:hello?

Joshua:ijustsawyourmessage

Chioma:ok.Ihadavisionatchurchearlierabout

Maya

Joshua:ok?

Chioma:andhonestlyididn'twanttotalkaboutit

withherasisawhowatpeaceshewas.Ididn't

wanttoruinherSundaysoithoughtishouldtalkto

youfirstthenyoutellher



Joshua:iunderstand

Chioma:iwaswearingaweddingdressandihad

bloodcomingoutofmystomach.Iinstantlylooked

atMayaandisawvulturessurroundingher.While

stilltryingtofigureoutwhatwasthatithensawa

coffinthat'swheneverythingwentdarkbuti

continuedtopray

Joshua:whatdoesitmean?

Chioma:imighthavebeentheonewearingthe

whitedressbutthefactthatthespiritmademelook

atMayaitmeansthevisionwasforher.She'sthe

onlypersonwhoiknowwillbewearingawedding

gownsoonandthebloodpartmeansshe'singreat

danger.Therearepossibilitiesthatdangermightbe

loomingforheronherweddingday.It'salsonot

physicalbloodbutmoneytoo.Thosevultures

symbolisesallthepeoplewhoareafterherpeace

andeverythingthaybelongstoher.Peoplewho

don'twanttoseehersucceedinlife

Joshua:(closedhiseyesandsighed)whycan't

peopleleavemywifealoneMsA?Whathasmy



wifedonetodeservesuchgreatpain?Thisisunfair

Chioma:weneedtostartprayingandweneedto

prayhard.Thecoffinsymboliseddeath

Joshua:herfatherhaspassedon

Chioma:ohmy,areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Joshua:yeahhepassedonwhilewewereatchurch.

Hermothercalledmewhileshewasstillbusy

worshipingandtoldmehewasnotresponsivei

guessthat'swhenheleftthisworld

Chioma:andihadthevisionthatverysame

moment.Mayaisananointedsoul.Hervoiceopens

theheavensit'sonlythatshedoesn'thavethegift

ofseeingwhathappensinthespiritualrealm.I

needtotakeherinandstartteachingheronhowto

usehervoicetospeakpowerinherlife

Joshua:anythingtohelpmywifeMsA.Ithonestly

hurtstoseeherinsomuchpain.Oneminuteshe's

happyandthenextshe'sdown(sighed)it'spainful

Chioma:luckilyforhershehasacaringman.

Anywaypassmycondolencesandpleasetalkto



herandassureherthatwhateverhappensimgoing

tostandbyher.Noonedeservestolivethiskindof

life

Joshua:thankyouMsA.Iwill

Theyhungupashesighedputtinghisphonedown.

Hepinchedhiseyesasemotionsgotthebetterof

himandsniffed...

Joshua:whathasMayadonetotheworldthatit

hateshersomuch?Godhowcanyouletonego

throughsomuch?ThisistoomuchGod,Maya

doesn'tdeserveanyofthisMa...(hegaspedashis

voicebroke)MayadeservestobehappyGod.What

dopeoplewantfromher?Whatdoessheowethe

world?Pleaserevealittoussothatwecanpayit

upandhaveherbeatpeace.Iwantahappywife

Godiwouldn'tbeokwithmyself...(sniffed)ithurts

somuchtryingeverythingicantomakesureshe's

happybutthenwegobacktosquareone.Weare

supposedtobeplanningour...ohGod



Hegotoverwhelmedwithemotionsandsoftlycried

rubbinghiseyes.Foragood5minuteshesatthere

cryinghiseyesoutandfinished.Hewipedhisface,

sniffedandwentbacktothehousewhereMaya

andGlidiafinishedmakingsandwichesfor

everyone...

Joshua:haveyouspokentoMaraandtheothers

dad?

MrK:yessontheyjustpassedTonota

Joshua:ohok

Glidiafrownednoticingtheredeyes.Mayadidas

wellbuttheyjustletitgo...

Maya:herewegoguys.Iknowweplannedtohave

aproperlunchbutimnotinthemoodtocook

MrK:it'sokmydaughterweunderstand.



Glidia:wehavedecidedtopostponegoingback

homeuntiltheburialJoshua.IfeellikeMmaMo

andYayaneedoursupportsowewillbestayingat

ourhousehere

Joshua:ohokmom

Maya:thankyousomuchMamaGbutit'sok

MrK:nomychildweinsist.Youguysneedour

supportsowearegoingtogiveittoyou.Lydiawill

havesomeourclothescourieredtomorrow.

Joshua:okdad.

Glidia:icancomestaywithMmaMoifshefeels

lonely

Maya:madoyoumindthat?Imeansinceiwillbe

busyrunningaroundgettingeverythinginorderyou

willneedsomeonetokeepyoucompany(shejust

keptquiet)mama?

Mayatouchedhershoulderassheslowlyturnedto

herandateardropped.ThisbrokeMaya'sheartas

sheswallowedandblinkedlookingatJoshua.



GlidiaputherfooddownandtookKeneilwe...

Glidia:comemylove.Let'sgogetyousomerest

Shehelpedherupastheywenttoherbedroom

whileshesilentlycried.Mayasniffedshakingher

headandwipedhertearsasJoshuasoftlyrubbed

herthighemotionalaswell...

MrK:shewillbeok.Everythingwillbeokmy

children

AttheDuncan's...

Lornaclickedhertongueasshelockedhergunina

briefcaseandlockeditinasafe...

Lorna:youraiseachildandtheytalktoyoulikeyou



arenothing.Youknowihavebeenwaytoosofton

peopleofthishouse.Whenyoutreatpeoplethe

wayyoufeeltheydeservetobetreatedtheystart

walkingalloveryoubutthatendstoday.Imgoing

toshowthemwhothewomanofthishouseis

Sheclickedhertongueagainandheadedout.She

passedbySaint'sbedroomdoorandsawhim

packinghisbag...

Lorna:whereareyougoing?

Saint:(sniffed)farawayfromyou

Lorna:ohreallynow?Soyouareagrownmannow?

Saint:imnotgoingtostaywhereimabused.

Lorna:Duncan,Apple?(Theycameup)look

Duncan:son

Saint:don'tsonme(Lornascoffed)

Apple:brocomeonthisisnowaytogoaboutthis.

Mamighthavewentoverboardaboutpunishing



youbut...

Lorna:wentover...(scoffed)wentoverboardApple

areyoulisteningtoyourself?Doyouknowthe

thingsthatthisboysaidtome?Toyourfather?Do

youknowthekindofdangerSaintwouldhaveput

himselfandiin?Saintwasgoingtokillanother

man'ssonAppleforwhat?Agirl!?NoApple,no

Saint:justbecauseyouhaveneverbeenfoughtfor

doesn'tmeanothersdon'tdeservetobefoughtfor

Silencehitthewholeroomastheylookedathimin

shock...

Saint:excusemeforbeingdifferentandloving

someone.Excusemeforwantingtofightforwhat's

mine.Wenadadlookatwhathappenedtoyourson.

Hediedbecauseyoudidn'tfightforhim

Duncan:okthat'senoughSaintyouarenotgoingto

bringJuniorintothis

Saint:asforyouAppledoyouthinkbeingmom's



lapdogwoulddoyouanygood?Hellnodearsister

youarewastingyourtime.Thiswomanisnothing

butagreatsourceofpain.Everythingshetouches

turnsintorustthatiswhyGoddecidedtotakeaway

herfertilitybecauseherealisedthatshewasgoing

toruinherchildrenlikesheruinedthiswholefamily

Lorna'sheartshatteredassheswallowedapainful

lumpwithtearsbuildinginhereyes...

Apple:Saintwhathasgottenintoyou?Whyareyou

lettingthisdemon...

Saint:(sniffed)don'ttouchme!Imgoingwherei

belongandthat'smymother'shouse.Ifyouwantto

stillbethesebrokenpeople'schildsobeit.Imgone

Duncan:Saint

HetookhisbagandwalkedoutasDuncanwent

afterhim...



Duncan:Saintcomeonthisdoesn'thavetobelike

this.Canwesitdownandtalkaboutthis,Saint!?

MeanwhileLornaslowlysatonhisbedastearsfell

offhereyeswhileAppleputherhandoverher

shoulders...

Apple:don'tworrymahewillcomearound.Hewill

realisethatwhathehasdoneiswrong

Lorna:Applewheredidigowrong?

Apple:there'snothingwrongthatyoudidmamaall

weneedtodoisprayforSaintandforthedemon

that'sgottenintohimtoleave.

Lornaheavedahugesighwipinghertearswhile

Duncancameback...

Duncan:he'sgone.Anotherchildofmineisgone.

Noman,nothisisnoton



HesaidgoingtotheirbedroomwhileApple

comfortedhermother.

AttheAdiole's...

ChiomacamedownandfoundAbiundoing

Sundae'shair...

Chioma:AbiapparentlyMaya'sfatherhaspassed

on

Abiola&Sundae:what!?

Chioma:yeahhepassedonwhilewewereat

church

Sundae:buthewasokyesterdayaunty.Laughing

andcrackingjokes

Abiola:lifeishonestlyunpredictable

Chioma:poorwomanissupposedtobecelebrating



herengagementbutthishadtohappen

Sundae:andshejustmethim

Chioma:that'sthemostpainfulpartmylove.This

goestoshowthatweshouldspendeverychance

wehavewithourlovedones.Speakingofthat

where'sKele?

Abiola:she'sgoneout

Chioma:out?Whodoessheknowhere?(Shekept

quiet)Abi?

Abiola:Lovemore

Chioma:excuseme?

Abiola:yeahshesaidshehasalunchdatewith

Lovemore

Chioma:thesameLovemorethatiknow?

Abiola:yep

Chioma:Abididinot...(sighed)youknowwhatfine.

Whatiswrongwithyoursister?



Abiolashruggedhershouldersasanannoyed

Chiomascoffedandwenttothekitchen.Sundae

lookedupathermotherasAbilookeddownonher

withboththeireyeswidened.

Atarestaurant...

Kelechiswallowedherfoodandraisedherwine

glass...

Kelechi:let'stoast

Lovemore:to?

Kelechi:goodlife

Lovemore:o-kay,cheers

Kelechi:cheerstogoodlife(shetookasipand

inhaled)sowhatdoyoudoforfun?

Lovemore:ihonestlyspendmostofmytimeatthe

officebuyigoforgolfwithmybusinesspartner

onceinawhile



Kelechi:youneedsomeKelechimagicinyourlife

youknow.Aman'slifedoesn'thavetobeboring

likethat

Lovemore:(chuckled)butimusedtoit

Kelechi:ohnonsenseLovemoreorareyounot

happywithyourlife?Asinyourachievements?

Lovemore:iam

Kelechi:thenyouhavetolivealittle.Goclubbing,

goforadventuroustrips.Africahasalotofnice

placestovisit.Bespontaneoussleepinthebush

withlionsandhyenashmmgetyourbloodrushing

abit

Lovemore:okallthosearedangerous

Kelechi:what'sthepointoflivingasimplelifewith

noadrenalinerusheverynowandthen?Comeon

man

Lovemore:(laughed)youleadadangerouspath

Kelechi:(smiled)dangerismymiddlenamehoney

(shewinkedathimastheylaughed)youare

spontaneousright?



Lovemore:ibelieveso

Kelechi:comeonyoucandobetter

Lovemore:yesiam

Kelechi:goodwearegoingtoKasanethisweekend.

Everythingonmeandwearegoingtodoeverything

youneverthoughtyouwoulddo

Lovemore:areyounotsupposedtobefocusingon

thebranchopening?

Kelechi:wehaveMondaytoFridayforthat.Awhole

fivedays.Weekendsarehonestlymymetime.I

lovemyworkanditakemyworkseriouslybuti

can'ttakemyworkseriouslyandneglectmylifehell

no

Lovemore:(laughed)youareonecrazywoman

Kelechi:andyoulikeitdon'tyou?

Lovemore:noyouaredangerouslycrazy

Kelechi:urghplease(sherolledhereyes)youare

justbeingdramatic.Yourmanlyegowon'tletyou

confesstoit.AnywayKasanethisweekend?



Lovemore:youpayingright?

Kelechi:ofcourselove

Lovemore:whynot

Kelechi:yeay!Cheers

Theylaughedandclickedtheirglassesagain.She

wascrazybutwhataballofpositiveenergyshe

was.Wasittheonlythingthathehasbeenmissing

inhislife?Imeanhehadneverlaughedlikethatin

awhile.YesChiomawasfunandallbutKelechi

tookittoanotherlevelandthemorehespenttime

withherthemoreherenergykindofrubbedoffon

himastheirlaughterfilledthewholerestaurant.

THATEVENING

AtJoshua'shouse...

JoshuagotintobedwhileMayalaiddownwithher



eyesopened.Hetooktheremoteandswitchedoff

thelightsasthesidelampsremainedlit...

Joshua:honey?

Maya:hmm

Joshua:come

Maya:iwanttosleep

Joshua:nobeforeyousleepcomeherebabe

Sheturnedashepulledhercloserandlaidherhead

onhischest.Sheputherarmaroundhisstomach

whilehesoftlyrubbedthearm...

Joshua:what'sgoingoninyourmindlove?

Maya:idon'tknow.There'salotgoingonandim

confused.Idon'tknowwhetherimcomingorgoing.

Justwhenithoughteverythingwascoming

togetherthenboomthebitoflightisawwentoff

andimbackinthisdarktunnel.Imsuppsedtobe



celebratingmyengagementJoshua.Weare

supposedtobehappyplanningourweddingnot

this.Howdoyougoofffromhavingthebest

birthdayofyourlifetoplanningyourfather'sfuneral?

Likehowisthatevenlife?ImtiredJoshuaim

honestlytired.Maybeiwasn'tbornforthis

happinessthing

Joshua:nolove

Maya:yesJoshuamaybewearejustwastingour

time.Imeaneverythingthatitouchdies.Literally.

Imcursedandthecursewillnevergoaway

Joshua:babestopsayingsuchthings

Maya:it'sthetruthJoshua.Whatifyouaregoingto

dieafterourweddingday?Imeanlookatwhat

happenedtoyourcompanythefirstdayisteppedin.

Yourbusesgotinvolvedinaccidents.Wealmost

gotburntinacar.Inearlylostmyson.Mydaughter

wasabusedbysomeonewhowassupposedtobe

hersafespacewhenimnotarround.Mymother

wascagedlikeananimalsoasmyfatherina

lovelessandabusivemarriage.Inearlyhadapoor



womanlosehercustomersbecauseofmydrama.I

almostlostmychildrenbecauseofamanigot

involvedwith.Mareledialmostlostherlifebecause

ofme.Bothherparentsalmostlosttheirlives

becauseofme.ImacurseJoshuaandimgoingto

dieacursedsoul.Ishouldjustacceptmyfait

ShesatupandfacedtheotherwayasJoshua

swallowedstandingonhiskneesbehindher.He

sighedandrubbedherarmswhileshecried...

Maya:whydoesGodhatemesomuchJoshua?

Whatdididotohimforhimtomakemylifealiving

hell?IthoughthelovedmeJoshua

Joshua:(softly)hedoesmylove.Helovesyouand

youshouldn'tdoubtthatabit

Maya:thenwhy?Whydoeseverythingthatitouch

crumbledown?Evenifit'ssaidaChristian'spathis

neveraneasyonethisistoomuch.Mypathisnot

narrowit'scompletelyclosed



Joshua:(huggedherfrombehind)babeyouare

betterthanthis

Maya:(crying)imtiredJoshuaimhonestlytiredof

crying.Imtiredofpain(sniffedstandingup)imtired

ofgoingbackandforth.Whenwillcatchabreak

huh?Whenwillihavepeaceinmylife?Alliwishfor

istojumpintocalmwatersandbreathisthattoo

muchtoaskfor

Joshua:(gotoffbed)babelistentome...

Maya:noJoshuano

Joshua:babycomeon

Maya:ijustwanttobehappyJoshuaiwanttobeat

peaceiwanttowakeupandnotworryabout

anything.Iwantto...

SheswallowedandbrokeintoacryasJoshua

huggedher...

Joshua:sshit'sallgoingtobeokmyloveipromise

youthat



Maya:imtired!

Shecriedinhisarmsasthecryshatteredhim.She

wasright,poorwomanhadbeenthroughitall.She

hasdoneeverythingthatshewasaskedtodobut

nothingseemedtobeworkingout.WasGodreally

watchingoverherorwasitafarfetcheddream?

Howlonghasshekeptonwishingforpeace?How

longhasshekeptprayingforjoy?Howlonghas

shekeptwishingforthatoneshottothebestlife

shealwaysdreamtof?

EARLIERTHATMORNING

Stillfeelingheavyataround2:00amMayagotoff

bedandlookedatJoshua.Sheswallowedasatear

droppedandwenttothebathroom.Shewipedthe

tearandlookedintothemirror.Allshesawwasa

womanwithshatteredhopesanddreams.Allshe

sawwasawomanwithnohopetoseeingthelight

attheendofthetunnel.Allshesawwasawoman



keptinonespotwithnosignofmovingfromthe

darkspaceshewasin.Shewasconsumedin

darknessandthatmomentshebelievedshewas

notworthit.Shesniffedandopenedthecupboard

andfoundsomebrownpills.Shereadontheplastic

anditwaswrittenamatripline.Shelookedbackin

themirrorandshestillsawthesamewomanwith

nohopeforabetterlife.Shetook5ofthepillsand

tookabottleofwatergoingtobed.Sheswallowed

lookingatthepillsinherhandthenlookedata

sleepingJoshua.Herheartracedasanothertear

dropped.Shethrewall5pillsinhermouthand

downedthemwiththewater.Shetookoffherring

andwroteashortnote...

iloveyouJoshua.Pleasetakecareofmy

childrenforme.Itriedtobestrongbutfailed.Im

betteroffdead.Takecare.

Sheputtheringonthenoteandkissedherfingers

thenplaceditonJoshua'sforehead.Shethen



sighedandsliddownintotheblankets.Closingher

eyes.

^

^

^

^

^
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Joshuafrownedinhissleephearingsoftmuttering.

HeopenedoneeyeandsawMayatossingashe

quicklysatup…

Maya:(inhersleep)no…no…no

Joshua:honey?Babe?



Herpantingandtossinggotheavierashe

swallowedworriedandshookher…

Joshua:lovewakeup

Maya:no!

Shesaidquicklysittingupandopenedhereyesas

shebreathedheavilylookingaround…

Joshua:don’tworryhoneyit’sjustabaddream

Maya:what’sgoingon?

Shesaidcheckingherfingerandtheringwasstill

on.Shelookedonthebedsideandtherewas

nothingbutthesidelamp…

Joshua:youwantsomewaterlove?

Maya:yes



Sheswallowedagainashegotherabottleof

water…

Joshua:here

Maya:(tookagulpandexhaled)thatfeltreal

Joshua

Joshua:whatdidyoudreamof?

Maya:Icommittedsuicide.Igotoffbed,wenttothe

bathroom,tooksomepillsandwaterandwrotea

note.InthatnoteIaskedyoutotakecareofmy

childrenformeandsaidIwasbetteroffdead.I

drankthepillsandslidintotheblankets.Itfeltreal

Joshua:I’msosorrymylovethatwillneverhappen

doyouhearme?AslongasI’mwithyouI’mnever

goingtoletthathappen.Thingsmaybehardright

nowbutit’snotgoingtostaylikethisforgood.I

thinkyoushouldscheduleameetingwithMsAdiole

latertodayandtalktoher.Idon’twantyoutofall

intodepression.Ihavebeentherebeforeandit’s

notagoodplacetobeinsothesoonerwedealwith

thesymptomsthebetter

Maya:okloveIwill



Joshua:nowlet’skneeldownandprayagainstthe

spiritofdeath

Mayatookanothergulpastheygotoffbedand

kneltdownpraying.

AttheAdiole’s…

InthekitchenChiomasoftlyhummedfixingher

morningsmoothie.Kelechicamedownhummingas

welltyinghersilkgownandgreetedhersister

gettingabottleofwaterfromthefridge…

Kelechi:howdidyousleepsis?

Chioma:fine

Kelechi:Ithoughtyou’dbeatworkbynow

Chioma:I’mnotacork

Kelechi:oopsIdidn’tmeantosteponyourtoeslet

megetbacktobed



Chioma:whatareyourintentionsKelechi?

Kelechi:(frownedandturnedconfused)excuseme?

Chioma:Iknowyou

Kelechi:myintentionsaretokeepthereputationof

mysister’scompanygoingandmakesurethatwe

succeedwithourplans.IbelieveIhaveanswered

you

Chioma:youknowwhatI’mnottalkingaboutthat

Kelechi

Kelechi:thenstopspeakinginparablesI’mnot

Jesus.Beclearwithme

Chioma:Lovemore

Kelechi:(scoffed)oh

Chioma:yesoh

Kelechi:whataboutMrKdearsister?

Chioma:MrK?(chuckled)ohwow

Kelechi:don’ttellmeyouareabouttogivemea

lectureaboutaman



Chioma:youdon’tknowhimKelechi

Kelechi:whatmakesyousosure?Justbecause

youhaveathirdeyeyouthinkyouaretheonlyone

thatknowspeople?

Chioma:KelechiItoldyouguysthatthisman’sson

isinarelationshipwithSundae

Kelechi:so?(sighed)whatmakesyoupeoplethinkI

wantthismantobeginwith?WhatifIjustwantto

befriendswithhim?

Chioma:youcanfooleveryonebutnotme

Kelechi:yeahbecausethegreatChiomasees

everything.Don’tyouthinkIknowwhatyouare

tryingtodo?

Chioma:whatI’mtryingtodo?

Kelechi:youlikethismanbutyouhaveletyour

“morals”deteryoufrombeingwithhim.Lucasand

Sundaearestillkids.Theyarestillfinding

themselvesandthatdoesn’thavetostopyoufrom

livingyourlife.YouarenotSundae’smotherto

beginwithandhonestlyspeakingChiomathisthing



ofyouofputtingpeoplefirstbeforeyourhappiness

willbetheendofyou.Foroncebeselfishbut

unfortunatelyyouaregoingtohavetolook

elsewheretopracticethatbecauseI’vegot

Lovemoreunderlockdown.(tookasipofwater)we

aregoingawaythisweekend(smiledandwinkedat

her)haveasuperdaysis

SheheadedbacktoherbedroomwhileChioma

swallowedlookingather.Shesquinthereyesand

scoffedshakingherheadthensippedonher

smoothie.Shefeltitwasbitteranddumpeditinthe

dustbin…

Chioma:mxxxm

Sheroughlyclosedthebinandheavedahuge

sigh…

Chioma:youarenotgoingtoallowKelechigetto



youChi.

Sheinhaledandexhaledfixingherhairandtookher

thingsleaving.Shegotinhercar,tookherphone

andcontemplatedthethoughtofcallingLovemore.

Shedecidednottothenputthephoneontheholder

anddroveout.

Atthehospital…

Withanenvelopeinhishandsthedoctorwalkedin

onaterriblycoughingNale.Herlipsweredryand

herfacewassopalewithhereyesyellow…

Dr:Nale

Nale:doctorpleasecallmyhusbandandson

Dr:thatviswhyimhere

Nale:huh?



Shesaidlookingathimwithhereyeshalfopenas

theywereheavyforhertoopenthemwide…

Dr:yourhusbandbroughttheseforyou

Nale:whatarethey?

Dr:Ihaven’topenedthem

Nale:whatareyouwaitingfor?

Heputhisboarddownandopenedtheenvelope

thenlookedatNalewhoswallowedadrypainful

lump…

Nale:and?

Dr:yourhusbandisaskingforadivorce

Nale:(heartsank)areyoubeingseriousdoctor?

Dr:yesma’amanditissaidthatthesooneryou…



Themachinesbeepedashethrewtheenvelopeon

thebedsideandhurriedtothedoorcallinganurse…

Dr:Nalestaywithme,Nale

Heputonthestethoscopecheckingherheartrate

andlookedatthevitalorganmonitor.Itwasn’t

lookinggoodasthenursecameinrunning…

Dr:she’ssufferingaheartattack.Weneedto

performfibrinolytictherapysogetmesometissue

plasminogenactivator

Thenurseranoutwhilethedoctorpaidattentionto

thevitalmonitorincreasingNale’soxygenintake.

AttheDuncan’s…



LornafixedherheadwrapwhileDuncancameout

oftheshowerinatowel…

Duncan:sothisisit?

Lorna:whatareyoutalkingaboutlove?

Duncan:arewegoingtoletyoursonbeinthe

streetslikethat?

Lorna:agrownmanwhoisabletotellmethatthis

iswhyGodtookmyfertility?ForgivemeDuncanbut

I’mnotgoingtoletmyselfgothroughthat.His

motherisalivelethimgobacktoher.(turned)

maybeheisright,maybemyinfertilitytodestroy

meareright<maybeI’mnotdestinedtobea

mother

Duncan:nolovedon’tsaythataboutyourselfyou

areagreatmother.Imeanlookwhatyouhavedone

withAppleandSaint

Lorna:yeahtheverysameSaintwhohasnow

turnedagainstme.Whatifit’sonlyamatteroftime

untilAppleflipssidestoo?

Duncan:Applewouldneverdothatespeciallyto



you.Youmeantheworldtohermorethananyone

inthishouse.ApplewasmadatmeforthethingsI

didtoyoubutlooknowweareok.Allthethingsshe

saidtomewerethetruth

Lorna:andwhatSaintsaidtomewasnotthetruth?

Duncan:noitwasn’t.Youarenotatoxicwoman

andnotabadmotherandno,Goddidnottakeyour

fertilitybecauseyouwouldbeanunfitmother.

Everywomaninthisworlddeservestobeamother

yourfertilityisjustamisfortune.Saintwaswrong

andtheonlythingwearewrongofislettinghimgo

likethat.

Lorna:honestlyspeakingDuncanIdon’twanttobe

insultedbyachild.Thatchildhasinsultedme.Yes

PatiencesaidthesamethingstomebutInever

expectedhimtodothat.I’mnotgoingtostopyou

fromtryingtoreachouttohimbutasformelove

I’mdone.Finishupgettingreadywehavetobein

courtinanhour

Shesighedleavingwhilehesighedsittingdown…



Duncan:it’stimetomanupDuncanyoucan’tlet

yourfamilygodownadarkalleylikethis

AtLewis’shouse…

Hetookhisstudentsreportbookandtookaseatin

thelivingroomwithaglassofwineonthetable.His

phonerangashefrownedlookingatwhowas

callingandscoffedanswering…

Lewis:Bianca

Bianca:hiLewishowareyoudoing?

Lewis:I’mgoodandyourself

Bianca:I’mok.Areyoufreetotalk?

Lewis:yeah

Bianca:Iwouldlikeustotalkaboutwhathappened

betweenus.IhavewrongedyouandIhonestly



don’tdisputethat.Ishouldhavebeenhonestwith

youasafriendbutfailedsopleaseforgivemefor

that.IwanttoguaranteeyouthatI’mgoingtoreturn

yourmoneyinfullbutrightnowkindlyunderstand

thatIhavenothingonme.I’mstillraisingthe

moneyandsoonerIhavereachedabetteramountI

willgiveyou(Lewissippedhiswine)I’mreallysorry

forwhatIdidtoyouLewispleaseforgiveme

Lewis:IhearyouBiancaandIappreciateyour

honesty.Itdoesn’thurttobehonestwiththepeople

youconsiderfriends.Whywouldwejudgeyou

becauseyouearnlessthanus?It’snotlikeweare

earningalotaswell.Youknowverywellthatmost

governmentemployeessurviveonloanafterloan

soaesekayareketsereloanBiancaabooreo

itepatepanyalennamylove.(don’tcompetewith

mewhenIhavetakenaloan)Factthatyoucanpay

rentandputfoodonyourtableisvalidationenough

thatyouaredoingsomethingright.Onceyouhave

managedtoraise3ksenditwewillseetherestas

timegoes.AllIneedfromyouishonestyBianca

andIthinkwebothoweMayaanapologybecause



youknowthethingswesaidaboutherbehindher

back.Wewerenevergoodfriendstothepoorgirl

andwedidn’tevenrealiseshewasfightingpainful

battles

Bianca:yeahsheaskedmetomeetupwithher

sometimesoon

Lewis:pleasedotherightthingi…(frozeasa

messagecamein)what!?

Bianca:whatisit?

Lewis:justreceivedamessagefromMaya’sfiancé

herfatherhaspassedon

Bianca:(confused)what?

Lewis:Iwilltalktoyouinabit(hehungup)bathong

whenwillMayacatchabreak?Poorwomanis

supposedtobecelebratingherengagementand

planningherweddingthenthis?No

HecalledJoshuawhileBiancascoffedandsat

backinhercar…



Bianca:Maya?Fiancé?

Shechuckledandclickedhertonguegoinginto

theiroffice.

InPrison

AfterbeingscannedDipuoandMatshidisowerelet

inastheypulledtheirchairsoutandtooktheir

seats.Dipuolookedaroundwithherlipscurved

whileMatshidisocheckedfordustonthedeskand

blewherfinger.Shedustedherhandswhilethe

doorsopenedandRonawasletthrough.Shefroze

asherheartskippedabeatseeingthemwhilethey

lookedather,atoneanotherandburstintoa

laugh…

Matshidiso:andhereIwasthinkingtheywerelying

Dipuo:Seikanyeng’sfirstdaughterwow.Youand

yoursisterhavemadeityourgoaltodragmy



parent’snamesinthemudneh?Imagine

nmosadimogoloyokanawenainaprisoncell.

ItlhabelwekeditlhongRonasies(imagineawoman

yourageinaprisoncell.Haveshameonyourself)

Rona:whatcanIhelpyouwithyoupeasants?

Matshidiso:pridefulasevernxnxnx.Wemightbe

peasantsbutatleastwearenotwitches

Rona:(scoffed)keeptellingyourselvesthat.

Witchescomeindifferentform

Dipuo:youwouldknowthatverywellbecauseyou

areoneisn’tit

Rona:Dipuowhatareyoudoinghere?

Dipuo:thetruth

Rona:whoevertoldyouthatI’matruthfilekeeper

askthemtotellyouthetruthyouarehereforIdon’t

havetimetoentertainoldwomenlikethetwoofyou

Dipuo:whodidweburyasKeneilwe?

Rona:Idon’thavetimeforthisnonsense.Please

takemebacktomycell



ShestoodupleavingasMatshidisoscoffed…

Matshidiso:itissaidthatMayaisgettingmarried

Shefrozewithafrownonherface…

Rona:excuseme?

Dipuo:untilyouarereadytotellusthetruthweare

notgoingtogiveyouanymoredetails.Mybaby

let’sgo

Rona:nowait(theyleft)Dipuoyou

can’t…Matshidi…wouldyoufuckingcomebackhere

Theylaughedleavingnonethelesswhileshe

swallowedandbreathedheavilygoingbacktoher

cell…

Rona:nothiscan’tbehappening.HowisMaya

gettingmarried?



AtSaint’smother’shouse...

Helaidonthecouchonhisphonetryingtoreachto

Sundaewhowasnotgivinghimattention.He

decidedtosendLucasamessageashismother

walkedin…

Lady:that’snothowwesitonthecouchyoungman.

Situpstraight

Saint:imcomfortableinthisposition

Lady:Iseeyouthinkthisisyourmother’shouse.I

don’twanttorepeatmyselfinfactyoushouldbe

takingyourthingsgoingbackhome

Saint:what?

Lady:youheardme.BecauseIletyousleepover

doesn’tmeanIwantyouhere.Thereisareason

whyIgaveyouupforadoption.Whoiswrittenon

yourbirthcertificateasyourparent?(hekeptquiet)

exactlysopleasetakeyourbagsandleavebefore



myhusbandcomesbackhome

Saint:soyouaregoingtodothistome?

Lady:papaI’mnotyourmother.Ijustpushedyou

outsopleaseleave

Saint:(heartsank)wow

Lady:doyouperhapsneedhelpwithtakingyour

bagsout?

Heswallowedandstooduptakinghisbagsbythe

corner.Helookedathismotherandshookhishead

whileshegavehimastraightfacewithnosignof

feeling.Hedraggedthemoutassheclosedthe

doorbehindhimandsanggoingbacktowhatshe

wasdoing.Saintcheckedhowmuchhehadandhe

stillhadenoughmoneytotakehimwhereverhe

wantedtogo,locally.Hisphonereceiveda

messageanditwasLucas’sresponse…

Saint:goodboy(responded)what’supbuddycan

wemeetifpossible?



Lucas:whoareyouandwhydowehavetomeet?

Saint:youwillfindoutwhenwearetogether.Can

wemeetatthemall

Lucas:Idon’tusuallymeetwithstrangerssorry

Saint:I’mnotastranger

Lucas:dudewedon’tknowoneanothersotome

westrangerstooneanother

Saint:weneedtotalkaboutSundae

Lucas:(frowned)whatabouther?

Saint:Ican’tsayoverthephone

Lucas:ohokthensendmethelocation

Saint:(smiled)sure

LucasscoffedandashewasabouttosendSundae

amessagehisphonerang…

Lucas:dad?

Lovemore:Ineedyouintheofficepleasecomeover



Lucas:butIhavetobesomewheredad

Lovemore:postponethemeetingit’sanemergency

Lucas:(grunted)okdad

Hetookhiswalletandmadehiswayout.

AtJoshua’shouse…

Hestoppedthecarinfrontofthegateasthey

waitedforitopen.Mayalaidbackwithhereyes

closedasJoshuafrownedseeingacarstopbehind

himthroughtherearviewmirror.Matshidisogotoff

andwenttohiswindowasMayaopenedhereyes…

Maya:honeywill…what!?

Matshidiso:openthewindowyoungman

Joshua:whoareyou?Honeyyouknowthem?

MayaswallowedahugelumplookingatMatshidiso



andthenlookedbackseeingasmilingDipuointhe

car…

Joshua:honey?

Maya:younotgoingtoletthesepeopleindoyou

hearme.I’msickandtiredofalwaysbeingwalked

alloverlikeI’msometrash.FirstitwasRonaand

herdaughternowit’s…

ShetriedtoopenthedoorasJoshualockedthem…

Maya:babeopenthedoor

Matshidiso:youngboyopenthiswindow

ThattimeDipuocameoutofthecaraswellwhilea

confusedJoshualookedatthethreeofthembut

didn’topen…

^

^

^

^



^
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Maya:babeopenthisdoor

Matshidiso:youngmanisaidopenthisdoor.

There'snoonewho'sgoingtodriveinthisyard

beforewetalk

Maya:(chuckled)excuseme!?Whoseyardisit

again?

Dipuo:kantegatwegodiragalang?(What'sgoingon)

Joshua:babecalmdownplease

Matshidiso:(knockedonthewindow)youngman

Joshua:knockonemoretimeonthatwindowand

youwillknowwhoiam

Matshidiso:(laughed)reallynow!?

Maya:soyouarenotgoingtodowhatiaskyouto



doJoshua?Canyou...(sighedandhitthehooter)

Joshua:Maya

Maya:youdon'twanttolistentomeakeresoi

mightaswellcallthem

ShehitthehooteragainasGlidia,Keneilweandthe

kidswentout...

Dipuo:(laughed)ohsoallleechesarestayinginthis

houseohwow

Keneilwe:whatisgoingonhere?Whatareyou

doinghere?

Matshidiso:indeedshe'salive

Glidia:okwhat'sgoingonhere?Shouldwecallthe

police?

Maya:Joshuacanyoupleaseopenthedoor

Joshua:promisemeyouwillhandlethiswith

calmness



Maya:imdonebeingcalm

Joshua:thenimnotgoingtoopen

Matshidiso:(toGlidia)andyouare?

Glidia:nomydearyoudon'twanttodothatwithme

ok

Maya:soyouaregoingtowatchtheminsultyour

mother?

Joshua:imtryingtoprotectyouhereloveplease

Maya:Joshuajustopenthecarplease!

Hefrownedlookingather.Itwashisfirsttime

seeingherthatthrownoffashesighedand

unlockedasMayamadeherwayout...

Maya:(fixedherdress)what'sgoingonhere?What

areyoupeopledoinghere?

Keneilwe:youhavesomenerveyouknowDipuo?

Dipuo:noyouhavesomenerveKeneilwehowdo



yougiveyourdaughterawayformarriagewithout

tellingme?

Maya:(laughed)iknewit.Iknewit!Pleaseleave

Dipuo:Keneilweimyourmother

Maya:ohreallynow?

Keneilwe:nowaitMaya,youaremymother?Wena

Dipuo?Afterabandoningmeforsolong?Assoon

asourmotherpassedawayyouturnedyourback

onus.Howareyouevenmymotherwhenyouused

tocallusbanabamoloi?Andyouhavethenerveto

comehereandclaimthatyouaremymother?Oh

please

Matshidiso:don'tyoudaretalktomymotherlike

that

Maya:andyouthinkimgoingtoletyoudoitaswell?

Areyounotevenashamedofyourself?Now

becausethere'ssomethinghappeninginourlives

youwanttocomeandclaimthatwearerelated.

Masikaalona(yourrelatives)areinprisongoto

themwearenotyourrelativesandyesyoucango

tellthemthattheMayatheythoughttheywere



goingtoputdownisnomore.Imawomannowim

nolongerthatnaivegirl

Matshidiso:otlhantshiwakeringyaP5sies(that

cheapringisdrivingyoucrazy)

Glidia:don'tyouinsultmysonlikethat.Iknow

relativeslikeyou.Allyouaregoodatisruining

otherpeople'slivesbutwhenitcomestomyson

andthepeoplehelovesidon'tholdbackmylove.If

youthinkyouaregoingtohurtMayajustknowthat

youwillhavetogetthroughmefirst

Dipuo:nxnxnxonlyifyouknewtheamountofbad

luckyouareinvintingintoyourhome

Maya:wowDipuoyoucan'tevenhideitneh?

Glidia:thebadluckcreatedbyallofyou.Please

leave.Joshuacallthepolice

Joshua:canyoupleaseleave

Dipuo:wearegoingtoleavebutthere'snowedding

that'sgoingtohappenwhileiknownothing

Keneilwe:omangwenaDipuo?Omang?(Whoare

you)



Dipuo:Keneilwe...

Matshidiso:mamalet'sgo

Maya:yeahgo!Go!

ShetriedtoattackthemasJoshuaheldherback

whilesheclickedhertongue.Theygotintheircar

anddroveawaywhileJoshuagotinhisanddrove

inwhileMayabreathedheavilygoingtothehouse...

Keneilwe:areyouoknana?

Maya:(angrily)imbusygettingthingsformy

father'sburialinorderandsomepeoplethinkthey

cancomehereandharassme!?Kantennadon'ti

deservetobehappy!?Mamawhathaveidoneto

yourrelativestodeservethis!?Legonetheyarenot

evenashamedtosayittomyfacethatthere'sno

weddingthat'sgoingtohappen.Imtiredmamaim

tired!

SheshoutedgoingupstairsasJoshuasighedgoing



afterherwhileGlidiaandKeneilweswallowed

lookingup.KeneilwelookedatGlidiaandshookher

headsittingdown...

Keneilwe:butwhyMrsK?Why?

Glidia:peoplearehonestlyshocking.Whodoesthat?

Keneilwe:mydaughterdoesn'tdeserveanyofthis

atall.She'snotthispersonandtheyareturningher

intoananimal

Glidia:iagreewithyou.Let'sprayshedoesn'tlet

them.Tea?

Keneilwe:yeahicouldusesome

Herbert:grannymamasaidschoolsareopening

tomorrowbutshehasn'tgonetocollectour

uniforms

Keneilwe:iwilltalktouncleJoshuaaboutitmyboy.

Herbert:ok

Theywentoutsidewiththepuppieswhilethe



mothersdranktheirtea.

Incourt...

Thejudgetookherseatandlookedatthefile...

Judge:maytheplaintiffpleasepleadtheircase

Alexanderstoodupandfixedhergownlookingat

Patience...

Alexander:yourworshipmayistartoffbysaying

maythelittleboycontinuetorestinpeace.Ababy's

lifehasbeencutshortallbecauseofan

irresponsiblemother,anirresponsiblemotherwho

hasabonetopickwiththewifeofthehusbandshe

hadthatchildwith.Firstandforemostthiswoman

hadnorighttogetinbedwithamarriedman.Even

ifthemancameontohersheshouldhaveturned



himdownbecausethiswoman(pointedatLorna)

sawherasasisterandsomeoneshecouldconfide

inherbut4fullyearsyourhonour,fourfullyears

shelookedinhereyesandlaughedinherface

knowingwhatshewasdoingwithherhusband

behindherback.It'swomenlikeherwhoreally

paintabadpictureabouttherestofus.This

womanshouldbetaughtalessonandbemadean

exampleoftoalltheirresponsiblemothersand

womenoutthere.It'stimetheyalllearntthat

marriageisnotsomethingtoplayonandachild

shouldcomefirstbeforeanythingandwith

everythingthiswomanhaddoneshedoesn't

deservebail.Alsothiswomanknowswheremy

clientstayssochancesareshemightgoandattack

herthereforeshedoesn'tdeservebail.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyouMrsTaolo.Defence

Man:thankyoumyLady.MyLadyweallknowwhat

thiswomanhasdone,yesshewasn'tagood

motherforwhat?LastfewWeeks,days?What

aboutalltheothertimes?Wasshestillan

irresponsiblemother?Didshenotspendtimewith



herson?Didshenottakecareofherson?Weare

allallowedtodrink,awomanheragecan'tbetold

whattoandnotdo.Let'snotjudgeherbasedon

whatshehasdoneafewdaysagobutgodown

withhercharacterfromalltheseyears.Patienceis

agrievingmothermyLadyshedeservestosee

wherehersonhasbeenlaidtorestandmournhim

thereforeisayshebegrantedbailandawaither

trialinherhome.Ithankyou

Judge:thankyoucouncils.Courtwillgofora30

minutesrecess

Shehitthegavelandmadeherwayoutaseveryone

stoodup.LornalookedatPatiencewholookedat

heraswellandmadeherwayout.

AttheAdiole's...

Abiola:(sippedherjuice)sothat'swhatineedyou

todo.Everyonehasalreadypaidtheirregistration



fee

Kelechi:alright.Iwanttogoandseethebuilding

latertoday

Abiola:yeahispoketotheownersotheysaid

aroundlunchtime

Kelechi:goodallthepaperworkhasbeendone

right?Therewon'tbeanyhiccups?

Abiola:ourlawyerisgoingthroughthemaswe

speakbutallisdoneit'sjustforustogettheball

rolling

Kelechi:great

Abiola:Chiomaspoketome

Kelechi:findamanAbi

Abiola:excuseme?

Kelechi:canyouandyoursisterkindlyleaveme

alone?

Abiola:Kelechiijustwantyouguystonotfight

please

Kelechi:fightforwhat?Aman?Imbetterthanthat



Abiolayouknowthattoo

Abiola:butwiththewaythingsaregoingyouguys

aregoingtoendupfighting

Kelechi:Chiomahadachancetobewiththisman

right?Whatdidshedo?Shedecidedtoputachild's

needsfirst,achild?ComeonAbithere'splentyof

fishintheseaSundaecangetanyguyshewants

Abiola:butshelikesLucasKelechi

Kelechi:andwhereistheproblemifilikehisfather?

Youknowwhatimdonewiththisconversation.Im

goingtobewithLovemorewetheryouguyslikeitor

not.Imnotgoingtoletsomeoneilikegobecausea

childlikestheirson.Thesepeoplearestill...(sighed)

isaidimdone.Forwardmethebuildingowner's

numberiwillcallthem

Shetookheripadandmadeherwaytoher

bedroomwhileAbisighedshakingherhead.

InPrison...



Ronaclickedhertongueandthrewherwateringcan

down...

Precious:andthen?

Rona:youwon'tbelievewhathappenedearlier

Precious:whathappened?

Rona:DipuoandMatshidisocametoseeme

Precious:(widenedhereyesshocked)who?

Rona:imagine

Precious:thosepeoplearestillalive?

Rona:youwon'tevenbelievewhattheysaid

Precious:whatdidtheysay?

Rona:Mayaisgettingmarried

Precious:what!?

Rona:ihaveneverfeltsolittleofmyselflikeidid

todayPrecious.Mayagettingmarried?



Precious:likehow?Howisthatevenpossible?

Rona:ifeelliketearingmyselfapart

Precious:yoh.Youneedtogetonwithyourplanas

soonaspossiblebecausethatweddingcannot

happen

Rona:ohyesiwill.Allineedtoknowiswhohe's

gettingmarriedtobutthosetwowouldn'ttellme

Precious:why?

Rona:theywanttoknowwhoweburiedas

Keneilwe

Precious:gonemmewhodidweburyRona?That

woman...

Rona:mxm(shewalkedaway)

Precious:Ronawearestilltalking,Ro...

Sheshowedherherhandwalkingawaywhile

Precioussquinthereyes...



Precious:nomanineedtodigdeepintothismatter.

Ihavetofindawaytofindthetruth.Thiswoman

can'tgiveusarunaroundwithananswerforthis

long

Shefinishedwateringtheplantsandleftthegarden.

AtDoreen'shouse...

Matshidisobroughthermothersometeaasthey

satoutside...

Matshidiso:didyouseethathouse?

Dipuo:wheredoesMayagetofffindingarichman

likethatone?

Matshidiso:nomawehavetodosomethingabout

this.Seikanyeng'sgrandchildcan'tbericherthan

yourgranchildhellno.Wehavetodosomething

Dipuo:whatiwantisforthisweddingtonothappen



Matshidiso:andforittonothappenweshouldkill

theyoungman

Dipuo:areyousure?

Matshidiso:ormakehisbusinessgodownthe

drain.Thatwayhewon'thavemoneyandMayawill

seehimasuseless

Dipuo:themotherlooksrichaswell

Matshidiso:itmustbethechild'smoney

Dipuo:orwemakethemotherhateMayaifshe

hatesMaya,shewillgethersontoseenovaluein

herandboychildrenalwayslistentotheirmothers

Matshidiso:perfect.Wehavesomanyoptionsto

makesurethatthisfacadedoesn'tcometopass

Dipuo:nochildofSeikanyengisgoingtoliveagood

lifewhentheirmothermademinealivinghell.Itold

Seikanyengthatimgoingtogetmyrevengenowis

thetime

Matshidiso:halalatothatmamahalala



Dipuosmiledsippingherteaandaccidentallytook

ahugegulpasitburnthertongue.Shescreamed

burninganddroppedthecupasitallspilledonher

thighburningher...

Matshidiso:bathongmama

Dipuo:yesesmaniburntmyselfhurryupwitha

cloth

MatshidisoranintothehousewhileDipuosighed

wipingherself.

AttheDuncan's...

Lornaclickedhertonguethrowingherheadwrapon

thecouchasDuncansighed...

Lorna:howdotheygiveherbailDuncan?How?



Duncan:don'tworrywecangetarestrainingorder

againsthermylove

Lorna:weburiedhersoninouryardshe'sgoingto

usethattocomeintoourspace

Duncan:imsorrylove.Calmdown

Lorna:NoDuncan,no,Patienceshouldbeinprison

bynow

Apple:whathappened?

Lorna:shegotbail

Apple:ohwow

Duncan:hasSainttriedtogetholdofyou?

Apple:no

Duncan:ok.Ineedtotalktoyouguys

Lorna:ineedtoliedownfirst

Duncan:norightnowLorna(thegateopened)

who'sthat?

Apple:idon'tknow(hechecked)maineedanew

schoolbagtomorrowit'sbacktoschool



Lorna:iwillsendyouthecashmylove.Whoisit

Dun...ohgreat

Saint:dumelang(goodday)

Duncan:comein

Saint:thankyou

Lorna:soyouareback?

Duncan:lovenotnow.ComeinSaintyouarrived

wellontimeiwanttotalktoyouguys

Lorna:ifitsaboutSaintimnotgoingtobeapartof

theconversationimsorry

Duncan:lovethemorewepushthechildawaythe

moreheturnsintosomethingwewon'tbeproudof

sopleaselet'ssitdownandsolvethismatter

Lorna:Saintareyousorryaboutwhatyousaidto

me?

Saint:yesma

Lorna:areyousorrybecauseyourbiologicalmother

wantsnothingtodowithyouandyouhavenowhere

elsetogoor...



Apple:comeonma

Lorna:noApple,oryouarereallysorry(he

swallowedlookingdown)imnotgoingtositaround

andwalkovershellsforahypocrite.Ihavebeen

nothingbutgoodtothischildorshouldisayman

butnoheseesnothinggoodaboutthat.Iwantyou

outofmyhouseSaint

Duncan&Apple:ma!Love!

Lorna:andifanyoneofyouhasaproblemwithit

youmightaswellfollowhim.Imsickandtired

beingafool.Imnowalkoverandimsurelyno

pushover.Saintgetout(helookedatDuncanwith

tearsinhiseyes)wetheryoucryariveroranocean

idon'tcareSaint.Youinsultedmewhileidid

nothingbutgiveyoulove.Getoutyouungrateful

littlebratandwhileatitgivebackthephoneand

everythingthatisofthemoneyfromthishome.You

areamansoseetoyourself

Sheclickedhertonguegoingupstairswhilea

shockedApplelookedather.Saintburstintotears



asDuncanhuggedhim...

Duncan:don'tworrysonyouarenotgoing

anywhere

Saint:(crying)shehatesmedad

Duncan:nonoshedoesn't.She'sjustangrybuti

willmakesuretocalmherdown

Apple:yeahSaintshe'sjustangrywewilldo

everythinginourpowertocalmherdown

Theyhuggedhimwhilehecriedandsmiledrolling

hiseyesintheirarms.

AtLewis'shouse...

Focusedonthereportbookhisphonerangashe

answeredwithoutcheckingwhoitwas...



Lewis:hello?

Mike:soyoudecidedtokeepmewaiting?

Lewis:(sighed)excuseme?

Mike:yougoforgroceryshoppingwithyourlittle

boyfriendanddecidetokeepmewaiting?

Lewis:Mikeareyoustalkingme?

Mike:whyLewis?

Lewis:itoldyoutostayswayfromme

Mike:why?

Lewis:wearedoneMike.Leavemealonebeforei

reportyou

Mike:babeihavedonemytimeihavelearntfrom

mymistakesandiwouldlikeustocontinuewhere

weleftoff

Lewis:noMikethere'snocontinuing

Mike:areyousureaboutthat?

Lewis:yesMikeimsure.Imoveryou

Mike:proveit



Lewis:idon'thavetoproveanythingtoanyone

Mike:welliwantclosure

Lewis:whatclosureMike?

Mike:thatyouaredonewithme

Lewis:gotohell

Mike:withyoubymysidesweetheart

Lewis:youarehonestlyboring

Mike:really?Ithoughtyoulikedthemspontaneous

andweird

Lewis:what?

Mike:it'seitheryouletmeinorimgoingtosound

thehooteruntilyouseehowseriousiam

Lewis:what!?(Herantothewindow)Mikegoaway

please

Mike:notbeforeigetmyclosure

Lewis:Mike...

Mike:thehooterlove

Lewis:youarehonestlyannoying(hehungup)



mxm

Hepulleddownhisshortsandputonhissleepers

goingout.MeanwhileinhiscarMikesmiledbiting

hislowerliplookingathim...

Mike:justlookatthosefreshthighs(hewinkedat

him)

Lewis:justdriveinandstopbeinganidiot

MikelaugheddrivinginasLewisclosedthegate.

Heledthewayinthehousewhileattheoffice

Morrissmiledgettingoffthephone...

Lovemore:iseeyouareinlovemyman

Morris:yepiwanttosurprisehim.Letmegogetthe

surpriseandcheckonhimneh

Lovemore:surebuddy



Attheholdingcells...

Maki:ihopeyouhavecometotellmethatourbail

hearingdateisout.Imtiredofbeinginhere

Lady:ihavefarmuchbetternews

Maki:oh?

Lady:ihavejustlearntthatVictorLentswepassed

onyesterdaylatemorning

Maki:what?

Lady:yes

Maki:(asmilebroke)areyoubeingseriousright

now?

Lady:ashisdeath

Maki:yeahneh,whentheythoughttheyhavegotrid

ofMakiLentswe,kantenolikesandimgoingtorise

Shesoftlychuckledsittingbackwhileherlawyer



smiled.

^

^

^
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AtJoshua'shouse...

Mayatookherseatinthebedroomafterwrapping

hersilkheadwraponherheadandcheckedifher

lipswereok.SheopenedthelaptopasJoshua

walkedin...

Joshua:doyouneedanythingimsteppingout



Maya:noloveimok.Justaskyourmomiheardshe

saidshewantedtomakedinnertonightaskherif

shehaseverythingsheneeds

Joshua:okiwill.Allthebestwithyourmeetinghey

Maya:thanksbabe.Kissy?

Hesmiledandsoftlykissedherthenmadehisway

outwhileshecalledChiomawhosmiled

answering...

Chioma:MrsKgangtobe

Maya:(sighed)iwishihadthesamesmileyouhave

Chioma:don'tworryeverythingisgoingtofallin

placesoon

Maya:whenissoon?

Chioma:tellme,howareyoufeeling?

Maya:tired.ImtiredMsA.Howdoesonego

throughsomuch?



Chioma:weneverknowwhatlifewillthrowatus

mylove.Youmighthaveyourplansbutattheend

ofthedaytheuniverseknowsbest

Maya:butitissaidspeakandyoushallreceiveMs

Ahowlonghaveibeenspeakingbutimstillinone

place?It'sonethingafteranotherMsAandim

honestlytired.Justlastnightidreamtcommitting

suicideandithonestlyfeltreal

Chioma:imsosorrytohearthatmylove.Yesitis

saidthatyoushouldspeakandyoushallreceive

butyouknowhowGodworks.Everythinghappens

inhistimeallwehavetodoistoremainfaithfuland

patient.ImeanifhewasaninstantGodhowwould

webefaithfultohim?Youknowittakestimeto

trustandhavefaithinsomeoneright?

Maya:yeah

Chioma:yessoaswithGodmylove.That'swhyitis

alsosaidpraywithoutcease.Beingfaithfuland

constantinyourprayerswilltakeyouwhereyou

wanttobe.

Maya:iunderstand.



Chioma:good.Themomentyoufeeltirediswhen

thedevilstartscreepingin.That'swherehewants

youbecauseheknowsthat'swherehewillbeable

tocaptureyoubutmyloveeverytimeyoufeel

opressedgoonyourkneesifyoufeeloverwhelmed

askyourmotherorhusbandtobetopraywithand

foryou.YouarehonestlyablessedwomanMaya.

Youaresurroundedbyallthesespirituallygifted

peoplewhoareabletoseedangerfromafar.That's

Godshowingyouhowprotectedyouare.Some

peoplearenotasblessedasyouaremylovethey

onlyseedangerwhenit'salreadytherebutforyou

it'sdifferent.YouhavemeandPastorTaoloinyour

corneruseusmylovewearehereforyouwhatever

youneedtellusandweshallavailourselves.Has

Joshuatoldyouaboutthevisionihadaboutyouat

churchyesterday?

Maya:nonotyet.Wehavebeenoverwhelmedandi

havebeenanemotionalwrecksoiguessthat'swhy

hehasn'ttoldmeaboutit

Chioma:ok.Iwasinaweddingdressandthen

startedbleeding.Ilookedupatyouwhileyouwere



singingandinstantlyknewitwasaboutyou.While

lookingupatyouisawacoffinandvultures

surroundingyou.Thecoffiniguesssymbolized

yourdad'spassingnowweneedtoprayagainstthe

vulturesandthebleedinginawhitedress

Maya:(sighed)iguessthevultureswouldbemy

relatives.Grandauntandaunt

Chioma:oh?

Maya:yestheycamehereearlierandcouldn'thide

thefactthattheywereagainstmegettingmarried.

Mygrandauntevenwentofftosaythere'sno

weddingthat'sgoingtohappenwhileshehasn't

beentoldanything

Chioma:wowsuchvilewordsbutdon'tworrythey

won'tgetawaywithwhatevertheyaretryingtodo.

Youaregoingtogetmarriedandlivehappilyever

after.Allweneedtodoisprayagainsttheirplans

andalsoyouneedtofightphysicallyaswellmy

love.AsmuchaswegiveeverythingtoGod

sometimesweneedtoremindpeoplethatweare

notpushovers.Ialsoneedyoutobeverycarefulof



thepeopleyouinteractwithmylove.Therearealot

ofwolvesinsheepskinoutthere

Maya:iwilltakeyouonthatone.Justbecauseim

niceandwelcomingpeoplehavecometothinkthey

candoastheypleasewithmebutitendstoday

Chioma:that'stheMayaiwantfromyou.Imnot

sayingchangewhoyouarebutawakenthat

fightingMayafromyou.Weallhavethat

personalityinus.Itoohaveletalotofpeople'sjoy

beforeminebutthismorningidecidedyouknow

what,it'stimetogoforwhatyoubelieveisyours

regardless.There'snothingimportantthanpeace.

Withoutitweareasgoodasdeadsoweshould

makeitahabittofightandprayforitafterallthe

Lordcomesthroughforthosethathelpthemselves,

inagoodwaythough

Maya:(smiled)amentothat

Chioma:yeah.Imnotsayinggoaroundkilling

peopleforyoutobeatpeace,no,therearesomany

waysofkillingacatwithoutactuallykillingit

Maya:igotyouMsA



Chioma:wonderful.Howareyoufeelingnow?

Maya:alotbetter

Chioma:good.Yourprayerpointstonightshouldbe

againstthespiritofdeath,forpeace,againstyour

enemies,protection,loveandforGodtokeepusing

thepeoplehe'susingtolookoutforyourlife

Maya:alrightigotthat

Chioma:haveagooddaylove

Maya:youtooMsA.Ciao

Chioma:ciao

TheywavedatoneanotherandhungupasMaya

sighedclosingthelaptop...

Maya:"awakenthatfightingMayainyou"(scoffed)i

havebeenwaytoonaive.Lordwarnmyenemies

andanyoneplottingagainstme



Shesaidgoingdownstairs.

AtLewis'shouse...

HecurvedhislipslookingatMikewhosmiled

lookingaround...

Mike:areyounotgoingtooffermeaseat?

Lewis:Mikewhatareyoudoinghere?Saywhatyou

wantandleave

Mike:comeonbabei...

Lewis:(movedback)don'tyoudaretouchme

Mike:mmhstillfiestyasever

Lewis:isaidwhatdoyouwantMikeasyoucansee

ihavealotofworktodo

Mike:isitwrongtovisityouroldbooboo?Huh?

Hechuckledthrowinghimselfonthecouch...



Lewis:firstandforemostyouareheavywhatifyou

breakmycouch?

Mike:iwillreplaceit

Lewis:yeah.LookMikejustgoplease

Mike:comehere

Lewis:no

Mike:ipromiseiwon'tbite

Lewis:Mikeidon'twantto...(hepulledhimclose)

Mike

Mike:isaidcomehere

Lewis:letgoofme

Mike:no

Lewis:Mikecanyouplease...

Hepulledhiminforakissashepunchedhischest...



Lewis:mmh!Mike!

Mike:babestopfighting

Lewis:nothisiswrongMikecanyou

Heclosedhismouthwithanotherkissashesighed.

MikesoftlycaressedhisthighasLewis'sheartbeat

faster.Hegotlostinthekissforamomentbutgot

backtohissensesandpulledaway...

Lewis:damnyouMike

Mike:iloveyouLewis

Lewis:noMikeleave

Mike:Lewis

Lewis:isaidleave!GetoutofmyhouseMike!

Mike:justgivemethisonemorechanceibegyou

(hestoodup)

Lewis:youhadyourchanceandyou...(hepulled

himinandlockedhiminhisarms)Miketlherraim



beggingyoustop

Mike:(lookingdownonhim)iloveyouandyouonly

Lewis

Hesoftlysaidslowlyleaningdownforanotherkiss

asLewisswallowedlookingathim...

Mike:andiknowyoulovemetoobabe.Ifyoudidn't

youwouldn'tallowmetodothis

HekissedhimagainasLewisgaveinandkissed

himback.ForafewsecondstheykissedasMike

thenliftedhimup...

Lewis:iminvolvedwithsome...

Mike:sssh,stoptalkingandkissme

Lewiswentforhislipswhileheheadedtothe



bedroom.Hecarefullylaidhimonthebedasthey

lookedatoneanotherand....#REMOVED

MeanwhileonhiswaytoLewis'shouseMorrisgota

callfromaclient...

Morris:eish,eish(sighedandanswered)hello?

Lady:ineedyourassistancepleaseit'san

emergency

Morris:okwhereareyou?

Lady:iwilltextyouthelocationrightnow

Morris:ok(hungup)urghman

Hesaidhittingthesteeringwheelandcheckedhis

coastthenmadeau-turn.Helookedatthegifthe

hadforLewisandsighedshakinghishead...

Morris:letmegohelpthiswomanibelieveitwon't



takelong.

AttheDuncan's...

LornacamedownstairsandscoffedseeingDuncan

andthekidsonthediningtable...

Lorna:naarelesantselekokometse?(Youarestill

sittingthere)Ithoughtimademyselfclear.Whatis

thisungratefulbratstilldoinginmyhouse?

Duncan:Lornaiunderstandthatyouarehurtbut

canwetalkaboutthisinacivilizedmannerplease?

Lorna:youwanttobecivilized?Startbyaskinghim

togetadictionaryandcheckupthatwordthenwe

willtalk

Apple:momplease,Saintiswillingtoworkoverhis

mistakes

Lorna:mistakes?There'snomistakeheknew

exactlywhathewasdoing.Mydearboytheonly



thingiprayforisforthedemoninyoutofindits

wayoutnothingelse

Duncan:honeyiunderstandthatyouarehurt.We

allarebutlet'stalkpleasemylovelet'ssitdown

andresolvethismatterwecan'tletourfamilybreak

likethis.Wearebetterthanthis

Lorna:wearenotbroken.Saintisthebrokenone

anduntilhemendshimselfidon'twanttobenear

him.Ifhewantedtoknowaboutmygunwhydidn't

heaskme?Wheredoeshegetofffightingovergirls?

WetoldSaintwhenheturned12Duncanthathe's

gettinginastageofdevelopingfeelingsandgoing

throughdifferentstagesofchangewheneverhe

feelsoverwhelmedheshouldcometoyoufor

advicewhatdidhesay?Yes.Wealwaysgivethem

exampleswithtelenovelastorylineswhenweteach

themaboutsomethingforthingstobeeasierbutno

at16hedecideshehasgrownapair.Nnana,heela

littleboylookatme(heswallowedlookingather)

gawankgolelaautlwamyboy?Ihavebeenyour

ageandgrown

Apple:mamatlhemoitshwarele(momforgivehim)



Lorna:iknowhowconnivingandcunningteenagers

canbebecauseihavebeenateenageraswell.You

mightbesincereaboutyourapologyorthereare

chancesyoumightbetryingtoputaweboverour

faces.Youcanstayinthishousebutunderstand

onethingmyboyimnotgoingtoentertainyour

crapuntilimsatisfiedwithyoursincerity.Imdone

Duncan:Love...

Lorna:ehehDuncanompatlangjaanong?(Whatdo

youwantfrommenow)Didinotsayhecanstay?

Apple:it'sokpapa

Duncan:butthisisnotahealthyenvironmentfora

childtogrowupinwearekillinghimmore

Lorna:whocreatedtheenvironment?Hedidthat

himselfsoit'sinhismighttobreakitdownand

buildaconduciveone.Imdone

Shewentintothekitchen,tookoutthemeatand

headedbackupstairshumming.



InPrison...

AftergettinghercontactstofindKeneilwe'snumber,

Ronamadewaytothephoneboothandpunchedit

inasitrang...

Keneilwe:Keneilwehello?

Rona:yessatan

Keneilwe:excuseme?

Rona:youaretalkingtoRona

Keneilwe:(heartskipped)wheredoyougetmy

number?

Rona:thatdoesn'tmatterwhatmattersiswhati

wanttotalktoyouabout

Keneilwe:idon'twanttotalktoyouRona(everyone

turnedtoher)

Rona:wellyouhavenochoicemydearsister

Keneilwe:pleaseleavemealoneyouandihave



nothingtotalkabout

Rona:ohreally?

Keneilwe:yesimgoingtohangup

Rona:ifyouwanttoloseyourdaughterforgood

thistimedothat

Keneilwe:(frowned)excuseme?

Rona:ineedtoseeyouassoonaspossible

Keneilwe:thatwon'thappen

Rona:itwillbecauseifyoudon'tcomehereim

goingtoruinthatlittlerelationshipofyourswith

yourstupiddaughterinaflash

Keneilwe:Ronajustgiveitupplease

Rona:lookidon'thavemuchtime.Makesureyou

areheretomorrowfirstthinginthemorningorelse

thatidiotofyourswillknowwhathappenedin1992

whenyouwerejustamonthpregnantwithher

Keneilwe'sheartdroppedtothestomachasshe

swallowedahugelumpwhileRonahungupand



chuckledgoingbacktohercell...

Maya:maareyouok?

Glidia:iseverythingokMsM?

Keneilwe:(clearedherthroat)ineedthebathroom

Maya:mawhatdid...(shewalkedaway)ma...mama

Gwhatiswrongwithher?

Glidia:Ronamusthavesaidsomethingtoher

Maya:shehastotellusthen,maplease(sheclosed

thedoorasMayasighed)ohLord

Glidia:don'tworryiwillmakehertellme

Maya:nowisnotthetimetobekeepingthingsfrom

oneanotheratall

Glidia:truethatmychildbutdon'tworryimnot

goingtobedwithoutknowingwhatRonasaidtoher

Maya:pleasemaiwouldappreciatethat.Anyway

wewerestilltalkingaboutthetombstoneswecan

putfordadithink...(herphonerang)unknown

number?(Answered)Mayaspeaking?Maki:yes



prodigaldaughter

Maya:(frowned)what?

Maki:youthoughtiwouldn'tfindoutthatyoukilled

myhusband

Maya:(scoffedandputheronloudspeaker)Maki

Lentswe

Maki:imgladyouknowme.Younggirlifyouthink

youaregoingtoburymyhusbandwithoutmy

permissionthenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Maya:idon'thavetheenergytofightwithold

womenplease

Maki:callmeoldallyoulikemychildbutasformy

husband'shardearnedmoneyyoumustforget

Maya:oohnowiseewhatit'sallabout.Youare

afraidthatmaybeimafterhismoney.Wellguess

whatmagogoimnottlhe.Imnotadesperate

womanwholeechesoffmen'shardwork.Iwork

hardforwhatideservemydearelder.Idon't

dependonamanformynextbigmealoksodon't

youdareinanydayofyourlifethinkimlikeyou.



Wetheryoulikeitornot,wetheryouarehereornot

imgoingtoburymyfatherandyesiwilllgiveyou

everythingthatyouthinkyouareworth.Imnot

goingtofightoverthingsthatarenotminewithyou.

Alliwantedfromthismanwasforhimtoloveand

careforme.Don'tyouevercallmeagainorelsei

willhaveyouchargedforharassment(sheclicked

hertongueandhungup)what'swrongwithpeople?

Glidia:shockingisanunderstatement.Insteadof

askinghowthepreparationsaregoingshe'sbusy

cryingformaterialthings(scoffed)sies

Maya:(laughed)yohanywayihaveinvitedafriend

overfordinnertonightsopleaseputanextraplate.

Weplannedtomeetthisafternoonbutiminno

moodofgoingout

Glidia:noproblemmyloveiwill

Maya:thankyouma.

Theysmiledatoneanotherandcontinuedwiththe

preparations.



TWOHOURSLATER

MorrisfinallymadewaytoLewis'shouse.He

frownedseeingasecondcarinhisyardand

decidedtoparkoutside.Hetookthegiftbagand

lockedthecarheadinginside.Heknockedandgot

noansweranddecidedtotrythedoor.Itopenedas

heslowlymadehiswayinsideandsawaglassof

winewiththereportbookonthetable.Ashewas

abouttocallhimheheardtwolaughscomingfrom

thebedroomasheswallowedslowlymakingway

there.Withhisheartracinghestoodbythedooras

helistenedinonthemteasingoneanothergiggling.

Hewantedtoleavebutanothersideofhimtoldhim

notto...

Lewis:letmegolockthefrontdooryoucan'ttrust

peopleofthisneighbourhood

Mike:comeonlovewhy



Lewis:imnotgoingtotakelong(gotoffbednaked)

plusweneedadrinkbeforecontinuing

Mike:waitformethen,wemightaswellcarrythe

actiontothatside

Lewis:youaresosilly

TheylaughedgoingtothedoorwithMikehugging

himfrombehindandkissedhisneckashegiggled...

Lewis:Mikepleasesto...yoh!

Hisheartalmoststoppedashelockedeyeswith

Morrisafteropeningthedoor.Morrisswallowed

lookingatthemwithnoclothesonashishands

shookwiththegiftbagfallingofftothefloorwhile

Mikesecretlysmiled...

^

^
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Lewis:(withhislipstrembling)Morris

Morrisblinkedblockinghistearsaswordsfailedto

comeoutofhismouth.Lewistriedtotouchhimas

hequicklysteppedback...

Lewis:Mo...

Morris:don'tyoudareLewis(swallowedapainful

lump)don'tyoudareplease(heexhaled)

Mike:look,dude...

Lewis:shutup!

Mike:oops



Hesaidsteppingbackintothebedroomwhile

Morrisslowlywalkedbackwards...

Lewis:Morriscanwepleasetalkaboutthis

Morris:i...i...shit

HeranoutwhileLewisbithislowerlipandpunched

theairasMikelookedathimfromthebedroom...

Lewis:doyouseewhatyouhavedone?

Mike:me?Pleasedon'ttryandblamemeLewis

Lewis:noMikeitoldyouthatiminvolvedwith

someonebutwhatdidyoudo?

Mike:youshouldhavestoodyourground(puton

hisclothes)ihavetogetgoing

Lewis:getgoing?Afterwhatyouhavedone?Ohhell

noMike



Mike:(putonhisjean)yesyouheardmeclearly

Lewis:Mikeyoujust...youknowwhatfuckoutof

here

Mike:withpleasuremylove(smiled).Thoughti

couldsayitwasworthitbutnahotswapogilemy

love(youarenolongerthatgood)(winkedathim)

takecare

Hewhistledhiswayoutwhileanoutofwords

Lewisstoodthereinshock.Helookedatthegift

bagandslowlyreachedforit.Hisheartdroppedas

hesawwhatwasinside.AnewRolexwatchandthe

colognethatlookedexactlyliketheoneshelostto

Thabo.Hesatdownandcoveredhisface

screaming...

Lewis:dammitLewis!Dammit!Howcanyoudothis

toyourself!Howcanyoubesostupid!

Hescreamedsomemorewhileonhiswaybackto



theofficeMorriscouldn'tseeclearlyanymoreas

tearsblurredhisvision.Heswervedoutoftheroad

andsniffedtakinghisphone.Ashepressedthe

unlockbuttonhesawhispicturewithLewisonthe

wallpaper.Hisheartbrokeagainashethrewhis

headbackontheheadrestandsilentlylethistears

out.Hesniffedandwipedthemthencalled

Lovemore...

Lovemore:buddy?

Morris:pleasecome...(swallowedashisvoice

broke)

Lovemore:dudeareyouok?

Morris:noimnotLovemoreifoundthemnaked

Lovemore

Lovemore:what!?

Hecouldn'tsayanythinganymoreandburstinto

tearsasLovemoregrabbedhiscarkeysrunning

out...



Lovemore:tellmewhereyouarenowimcoming

there

Atarestaurant...

OnherbreakMareledismiledasAjaxsmiledback

ather...

Mareledi:ididn'tthinkyouwouldmakeit

Ajax:ohwellsurprisesurprise

Mareledi:howdidyoumakeitoutoftheofficeit's

pastlunchtime

Ajax:ihavemyownwaysplusanythingtoseeyou

(theysmiled)

Mareledi:ihopeyouwon'tgetintotrouble

Ajax:evenifidoyouareafriendtomybosssoyou

canputinagoodwordforme(theylaughed)



Mareledi:heebathongnowyouwanttodragme

intoyourmess

Ajax:whoimihereforagain?

Mareledi:ahnoidon'twanttobeinvolvedrra(they

laughedmore)

Ajax:youhaveabeautifullaughyouknow

Mareledi:thankyou

Ajax:howareyouholdingup?

Mareledi:imgoodhey.Can'tcomplainbutimalittle

worriedaboutMayayouknow

Ajax:MsMoetitome

Mareledi:(laughed)afriendofmineisafriendof

hers

Ajax:iknowbutichoosetorespectherlikethat

darling

Mareledi:awwthat'ssocuteofyou

Ajax:ihopethesepeoplearenotoverworkingyou

Mareledi:ohnonotheyarenot



Ajax:sinceyouarestudyinglawwhydoesn'tyour

momfindyouapiecejobatthefirm?

Mareledi:nonotnow

Ajax:why?

Mareledi:idon'twanttoliveonhandoutsiwantto

besurethaticanbeabletobemyownperson

withoutmyparents

Ajax:butyouaregoingtoinheritthefirm

nonethelesssothesooneryouknowtheropesthe

better

Mareledi:iknowthatanditsnotlikemomisnot

mentoringmeforthat.Justthatwechoosetodoit

behindthescenes

Ajax:ohokiunderstand.Soarewegoingtoorder?

Mareledi:ohyes(shesnappedherfingersasthe

waitercametothem)mmmhtimetoservemebaby

boy(theylaughedandplacedtheirorders)

Ajax:youaresosilly

Mareledi:that'showwearehere.Wearealways

teasingoneanother



Ajax:apositiveworkingenvironment.Ilikethat.

So...(Mareledi'sphonerang)

Mareledi:justasecond.Letme...noplease

Ajax:whatisit?(Showedhim)justansweritmotho

wame

Mareledi:areyousure?

Ajax:yes

Mareledi:ok(clearedherthroat)hello?

Brandon:Babewhereareyouat?

Mareledi:workwhy?

Brandon:imissyou

Mareledi:ohreallynow?OnaMondaylate

afternoon,wherehaveyoubeenallalongBrandon?

Whenwasthelasttimewespoke?

Brandon:babeyouknowthati...

Mareledi:justsaveitBrandon.Youknowwhatim

actuallydonewiththisbackandforth

Brandon:whatareyousaying?



Mareledi:whateverwehavebeentryingtogeton

won'tworksopleasestopcallingortextingme.

Brandon:Marelediyouknowicareaboutyou

Mareledi:isaidwhatisaidBrandonimdonewith

you

Brandon:(clickedhistongues)keagobonaobatla

gontlwaelaoreyebariegotseisangsedidieoore

ketsilegoekgaoladithala(iseeyouwantyouare

gettingoverfamiliarwithme.Tellthatidiotthat's

makingyoudizzythatimgoingtocutit'stesticles)

Mareledi:bye

Shehunguponhimandsighedshakingherhead

whileAjaxlookedatherwithastraightfaceon...

Mareledi:wherewerewe?

Ajax:iwastellingyouhowbeautifulyouarewhen

yougetridofrubbish



Theylaughedastheirfoodcame.

THATEVENING

Onherwayfromwork...

Chiomasighedandcheckedhermirrorsthenasked

SiritocallLovemore.Itrangasshewaitedforhim

toanswer...

Lovemore:MsA

Chioma:goodeveningMrKhowareyoudoing?

Lovemore:imgoodthanksandyou?

Chioma:imgood.Howwasyourday?

Lovemore:okandyours?

Chioma:ok.Areyouinaspacetotalkmaybeim

disruptingyou

Lovemore:it'sokwecantalk



Chioma:ohok(clearedherthroat)ibelieveyou

knowhowifeelaboutyouMrK

Lovemore:(frowned)okwheredoesthiscomefrom?

Chioma:ihaverealisedthatimadeamistake

Lovemore:oh?

Chioma:yes.LucasandSundaearekidsandagain

it'snotlikeSundaeismychildsoiwasthinkingwe

shouldtrythingsout

Lovemore:huh?

Chioma:yeah

Lovemore:(scoffed)okimstunned

Chioma:iunderstandthatyouarenowbutihave

neverstoppedlovingyouMrK

Lovemore:Love?

Chioma:yes

Lovemore:Chiomawhatareyousaying?

Chioma:iwantyouandiwanttobewithyou

Lovemore:(sighed)idon'tknowwhattosay



Chioma:iknowyoudidn'texpectthatsoiwillgive

youtimetoprocessallofitbutknowthatiloveyou

andiwoulddoanythingtobewithyouandmake

surethisworks.Idon'tonlyloveyoubutideeply

careforyou

Lovemore:ihearyouChiyouknowhowifeelabout

youbut...

Chioma:nobuts,pleasesleeponit.Youcancome

tomyofficetomorrowthenwetalkaboutitover

breakfast

Lovemore:iwouldlovethat

Chioma:thankyou.Haveawonderfulnight

Lovemore:youtoo

TheyhungupasChiomasighedshakingherhead...

Chioma:okChithismightbeselfishofyoubutyou

can'tavoidyourfeelingsforthismanforever.You

hadtodoit.Itsapitynowthere'sanotherperson

involvedbutLordihopeheseesthatimserious



abouthimandwantnothingbutthebestforhim.As

amatteroffactletmedothis(shedialedherPA)

Lady:ma'am

Chioma:sorrytobotheryouthislatemyloveineed

youtodosomethingforme

Lady:okma'am?

Chioma:kindlybooktwoflightticketstoCapeTown

thisFridayfortwopeopleneh.Firstclassplease

andalsomakesuretofindthebesthotelincape

townandspontaneousactivitiesmeandthis

personcandowhilethere

Lady:okma'amillbeonit

Chioma:goodiwillsendyouthedetailsoftheother

persontomorrowsothatyoubookthetickets

Lady:ok.Willthatbeall?

Chioma:fornowyesbutiwillletyouknow

tomorrowifthere'sanythingelse

Lady:okgoodnight

Chioma:nightbabe



Theyhungupasshesmiledincreasingtheradio

volumeheadinghomewhilesingingalong.

AtJoshua'shouse...

TheyfinishedeatingasBiancasmiledcheckingher

phone...

Bianca:okguysishouldgetgoingthankyouso

muchforawonderfuleveningandonceagain

congradulationsmyfriendyoudeserveitshame

Maya:thankyoubabe

Joshua:(smiled)thankyou

Bianca:ihopeyouscoremeabetterjobatyour

husband'scompanylove(shechuckledwhileGlidia

frowned)

Maya:wearenotacorruptcompanymyloveyou

havetoworkyourwayinit(shelaughed)



Bianca:ohwow.Ihearyouloveihearyou

Maya:yeslove.Babeletmetakeherout

Bianca:itwasnicemeetingyoubomama

Glidia&Keneilwe:likewisenana(theymadetheir

wayout)

Keneilwe:imgoingtobath

Glidia:oklove(sheleft)idon'tlikethisgirlyouknow

Joshua:bathongma

MrK:neitherdoisonihaveafeelingsheisgoing

tohurtMayaagain.Hercommentsonthe

engagementandeverythingwererathersubliminal

Glidia:thankyouloveitwasasifshewascovering

upsomething

Joshua:okokiwilltellMayatobecareful

Glidia:goodnnatotaiwoulddoanythingformy

daughterinlaw(theylaughed)

Maya:thankyouforcomingmylove



Bianca:youarewelcomebabe

Maya:hopetoseeyousoon

Bianca:yeahwillcomeformerapelotomorrow

whenistheburialagain?

Maya:thursdaymylove

Bianca:ohok.Iwillaskforadayoffontime

Maya:thankyoulovebutiftheyrefuseitwon'tbea

problemiunderstand

Bianca:heymmakanaronareberekadiphologolo

esengbannabarona(weworkforanimalsnotour

men)

Maya:bathongBianca

Bianca:(laughed)youknowimjoking

Maya:iknowboo.Drivesafeok

Bianca:surebabe

ShegotinhercaranddroveoutwhileMayasmiled

wavingatherandstopped...



Maya:boBiancaletsilegobolawakejealous.Kea

bonaotsaagoregakekgonagolemogagameya

gagwe(chuckled)shame(jealousyisgoingtokill

you.Iseeyouthinkican'tseewhatyouareplaying

at)

ShesighedgoingbackinthehousewhileBianca

joinedtheroad...

Bianca:imagineawholeMayagettingmarried.

(Laughed)wowModimotlheokgonagotshameka

kamanyaloreletengao(Godyoucanreallyplay

withmarriageblessingwhilewearethere)

Anhourlater...

GlidiamadewayintoherroomwithKeneilweasshe

foundherreadingthebible...



Keneilwe:aretheyaresleep?

Glidia:yeahtheyaresoexcitedabouttheirnew

schooltheycan'twaitforittobetomorrow

Keneilwe:yeahneh

Glidia:iwantustotalkmylove

Keneilwe:ok?

Glidia:aboutthecallyoureceivedearlier,ngngwait,

wehavebeenavoidingtotalkaboutitalldaymy

lovebecauseitoldMayathatiwilltalkyou.Mylove

nowishonestlynotthetimetobekeepingsecrets

fromoneanotherespeciallyMaya.Youhavebeen

throughalotwiththischilddoyouwanttoloseher

forgoodnow?

Keneilwe:no

Glidia:goodnowtellme,whatdidRonasaytoyou?

Keneilwe:thisisnoteasytotalkaboutGlidia

Glidia:iknowmylovebutwhoimitojudgeyou?It's

notlikeimperfectbutonethingiwillneverdoislet



youruinarelationshipwithyouronlydaughter.You

spent16yearsawayfromthischildmylovesoyou

can'taffordtoloseher

Keneilwe:ithinkRonawantstoblackmailmeshe

wantsmetogoseehertomorrow

Glidia:blackmailyouhow?

Keneilwe:iwantedtoabortMayawhenifoundouti

waspregnantwithher.Totaidrankthepillsbut

theyneverworked

Glidia:howdidsheknowaboutthis?

Keneilwe:shesawapacketofthepillsandasked

me

Glidia:ohokisee.BeforetalkingtoMayaaboutthis

imgoingtoseeRonatomorrow

Keneilwe:what?

Glidia:yesyouhavealottodealwithKeneilweso

leaveRonatome.It'stimeitaughtherathingor

twoaboutlifeyouguyscan'tallowawomanthink

shecandragyourlivesallovertheplace.Imgoing

toputastoptoallofthissodon'tworry



Keneilwe:ok

Glidia:let'spray

KeneilwegotoffbedastheykneltdownwithGlidia

praying.Keneilweopenedhereyesandlookedat

her.DidsheknowwhatRonawascapableof?That

womanwasabletostealherchildrenfromher

whileshewasstillalive.Anywayyoushouldnever

judgeabookbyit'scover.Sheclosedhereyes

againandprayedaswell.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheDuncan's...

InhisschooluniformSaintmadehiswayupstairs

withapotofteaandcuponatrayandopenedhis

parent'sbedroom.HefoundLornacomingoutof

thebathroomasshefrownedlookingathim...



Lorna:youguysarestillhere?

Saint:weareonourwayoutijustwantedtogive

youthistokickstartyourday

Lorna:ohokthankyou

Saint:momimreallysorryandihopemyactions

willeventuallyshowhowsorryiam

Lorna:mmh

Saint:haveagoodday

Lorna:thanks,youtoo

Hemadehiswayoutandsmiledassoonashe

closedthedoor.Helookedbackatitandscoffed

makinghiswayoutasthedriverhitthehooter.

Lornasatdownlookingattheteapotandpoured

herselfacup.Sheputtwosugarsandstirredit.She

tookthecuptohermouthbutstoppedasathought

crossedhermind.Shetooktheteaandwentto

Apple'sroomwhereshefoundApple'smouse

playinginitscage.Shetookasmallblockof



cheeseandpouredtheteaonit.Shegavethe

mousethecheeseasitateonitwhileshewatched.

Afewsecondafterfinishingthecheese,themouse

shookanddroppeddeadasLornalaughedshaking

herhead...

Lorna:wow.SaintDuncan.Nowlet'sseehowyou

explaintoyoursisterwhathappenedtoherfavorite

pet.Lordwhatdididotothischildtohavehimwant

toharmme?

InPrison...

Ronamadeherwayintothevisitingareaandsat

therehummingwhileinjeans,ashirt,longtrench

coatandbootsGlidiamadeherwayin.They

showedherwhereRonawassittingasshesmiled

andmadeherwaytothetable.Ronaslowlylooked

upatherandfrowned...



Rona:excuseme?Areyoulost?

Glidia:(tookoffhershades)somewitchesknow

whentostopwhilesomedon'tandiguessyouare

oneofthosethatneverknowwhentostop.

Rona:excuseme?

Glidia:(smiled)mynameisGlidiaKgang,Joshua

Kgang'smotherwhohappenstobeMaya'sfiancee.

ThesameMayawhomyouhavemadeherlifea

livinghell.ThesameMayawhosemotheryouhave

heldhostagefor16yearsandthesamemotheryou

arenowtryingtoblackmailbecauseshewantedto

abortthesameMayayougivenodamnabout.Hello

witch

Ronaswallowedlookingupatherwhileshe

smiled...

Glidia:canihaveaseat?(Sheswallowedagain)i

willtakethatasayes



ShesighedsittingdownwhileRonacurvedherlips

withherbreathinggettingheaviereachsecond.
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Rona:(clearedherthroat)whoareyou?

Glidia:(sneered)whoimi?Ijusttoldyouwhoiam.

Whatkindofawitchareyouthatdoesn'tpay

attention?Ijustgaveyouawholeparagraphabout

myselfdear

Rona:whatareyoudoinghere?

Glidia:whatshouldhavebeendonealongtimeago.



(Ronablinked)doyouneedsomewaterperhaps?

(Shecurvedherlips)ohokiwilltakethatasano

andbesidesyoudon'tdeservewater.Anywayim

awarethatyouwereexpectingKeneilwe

Rona:iseeshesentsometoothlessdog

Glidia:(smiled)ireallyloveitwhenonethinksthat

way.Whatareyourintentionswithher?

Rona:tellthatpatheticcowardwomantocomehere

andfaceme

Glidia:noloveyouwillbedealingwithmefromhere

on.Mantoman(Ronafrowned)mhemisaidman

tomanbecauseiseeyouhaveapairyourself.I

knowyouaretryingtoblackmailKeneilweaboutthe

pasthowpatheticcanyoube.Areyoureallythat

desperatetocomeout?Isittoohotinthekitchen

now?Youmadeyourbedlovenowit'stimeforyou

tolieonit.

Rona:youknowwhatidon'thavetimeforthis

nonsense



ShestoodupleavingwhileGlidiascoffedsitting

back...

Glidia:February1976

Ronafrozeasherheartskippedabeatandslowly

turnedwhileGlidiasmiledandstoodup...

Glidia:nothinggetsburiedforeverandifyouare

goingtoplaythesecretrevealgameyoubetter

makesureyourclosetissqueakyclean

Rona:yougotohell

Glidia:ivacationtheremydearsister.Youhave

messedwiththewrongwoman'schildmylove.For

myson'shappinessiwillmovetheentireglobe.

SleepknowingthatGlidiaKgangknowswhat

transpiredinFebruary1976.Seeyouincourtsoon

love.Ciao



Shewinkedatherandsmiledputtinghershades

backonwhistlingherwayout.Ronaswalloweda

hugelumpblinkingasshefelttheearthmovingin

circles...

Rona:no,how...howdoessheknowwhathappened

in...how...ohgoshno

Sheranoutofbreathasherairpipesgotlockedand

fellonherbums.Theguardsquicklyattendedtoher

asonecamewithwater.OutsideinoneofJoshua's

carsGlidiamadeacall...

Man:mamaG

Glidia:myboymakesureyoufindeveryinformation

youcanaboutthatwomandoyouhearme.Ihave

managedtoraffleherfeathersalittleaboutthe

secretshe'skeepingfromeveryonenowiwantyou

todigevendeeperiwanttoteachthiswomana

lessonshewillneverforget.Iwanthertoliterally



dieonthatstand

Man:consideritdonemamaG

Glidia:goodboyimstillshockedbyhowquicklyyou

foundthatinformationabouthermothernowi

knowyouareworthmymoney

Man:ihavebeenanundergroundinvestigatorfor

15yearsmamasothisiseasywater

Glidia:good.It'stimetogetridofRonaMoetiand

forgoodthiswomanhasmadealotoflivesaliving

hell.Mothooitirilekgofamatshelongababangwe

(she'satick)(sheclickedhertongue)anywaywe

shalltalksoon

Man:suremamaG

Theyhungupasshefixedthemirroranddrove

out...

Glidia:wearetiredofwitcheswhothinktheworld

revolvesaroundthemman.It'stimeKeneilweand

herdaughterinfactthewholeMoeticlanknew



whatRonaandhermotherdid

AtKavimbamotors...

Lewis:mmaetshoisaidiwantedtoseeyourboss

Lady:MrTlotlosaidhedoesn'twanttobedisturbed

sopleaseleaveamessage

Lewis:imnotgoinganywherewithoutseeinghim

Lady:youaregoingtoforcemetocallsecurityon

yousir

Lewis:lookyoungladyi...

Morris:(stoodagainstthedoor)thatwon'tbe

necessarylethimin

Lewisgaveheralookwhilesheshookherhead

sittingdown.Heclearedhisthroatcollecting

himselfandmadewayintotheoffice...



Morris:whatmakesyouthinkiwanttoseeyou?Let

alonelistentoanythingthatcomesoutofyour

mouth?

Lewis:iknowsayingsorrydoesn'tevencutitMorris

butiloveyou

Morris:wena?Loveme?(Laughed)don'tpatronize

me

Lewis:imtellingyouthetruthMorrisireallylove

you

Morris:soifyoulovesomeoneyoudowhatyoudid?

Lewis:no

Morris:ihopeyouenjoyyourgiftsLewis.Getoutof

myoffice

Lewis:imnotgoinganywherebeforeiknowthat

youandiareok

Morris:excuseme?

Lewis:wehaveagoodthinggoingMorriscanwe

please...

Morris:(punchedthedesk)bullLewisbull!Iwalked



inonyouafterhavingsexwiththatgoodfor

nothingbastardandyoucomeheretotellmewe

haveagoodthinggoingon?WehadLewispast

tenseyouareanEnglishteachersoyoushould

knowthatbetter.Wehadagoodthinggoingon

untilyousawitfittosleepwiththatpatheticexof

yours.WhatisitLewis,iminotbigenoughhuh?

Aremystrokestoolight?Doyouwantmetochoke

youduringsex?Whatisitthatyouwantfromme,

doyouwanttoputmyarminyou?TellmeLewis!

Lewis:(burstintotears)imsorry

Morris:savethosetearsforsomeonewhocares

becauseidon't

Lewis:noyoudon'tmeanthatMorris,youarejust

angry

Morris:Lewisi...

Hesniffedbitinghisknucklesashisemotionsgot

thebetterofhim...



Morris:yousleptwithanothermaninthesamebed

thatisleepwithyouin.Howcouldyoudothat!?

Lewis:(crying)imsorry

Morris:noman(wantedtoshoutbutheldhimself)

pleasegetoutofmyoffice

Lewis:Morriscanyouplease

Morris:Lewisidon'twantto...urghfuckitLewisi

shouldnotfindyouinhere

Hekickedachairandwalkedoutslammingthe

doorasLewisjumpedstartled...

Lewis:whathaveyoudoneLewiswhathaveyou

done

HecriedintherewhileMorristhrewhimselfin

Lovemore'sofficeandsatonhischairrubbinghis

face...



Morris:damnitman.Damnit!

InRamotswa...

Patiencefinishedbathingandheadedtotheliving

roomwhereKgomotsowashavingherbreakfastof

fatcakesandmangoarcher...

Kgomotso:(withfoodinhermouth)mmh,hi

Patience:(curvedherlips)doyoueverstop?

Kgomotso:whatareyoutalkingabout?Youknow

howgreattheseareforahangover

Patience:mysonisbarelycoldinhisgraveandyou

arebusygoingupanddownthestreets

Kgomotso:heebannasowearesupposedtostop

ourlivesbecauseyoufailedtobeamother

Patience:don'ttrymeKgomotso

Kgomotso:lewenadon'tstartwithme.Whenare



yougoingtoseehisgrave?

Patience:implanningtogothisafternoon

Kgomotso:youknowLornawillbealoneright

Patience:yesso?

Kgomotso:doyouwantmetocomewithbecausei

don'ttrustyou

Patience:alliwantistoseemyson'sgravethen

comebackhomeidon'thavetheenergytofight

withthathalfwoman

Kgomotso:yousee,thesearethethingsimafraid

youmightsaytoher

Patience:it'sthetruth

Kgomotso:imcomingwithyou

Patience:idon'tneedabodyguard

Kgomotso:it'snotevenupfordebate

Patience:waitsegoreyouaregoingtopayyour

owntransportfare

Kgomotso:howcanihavemoneyforaquartand



notfortransport?(Burped)ebilegobatlatse3tla

keyekogammamaretekeetla

ShetookherfatcakeandrushedoutwhilePatience

shookherheadlookingather.Shesighedreaching

forherphoneandcheckedherfixedaccount

balance.Allhermoneywasstillthereasshesmiled

andwenttothekitchen.

AtKgangT&T...

AftergettingwhathewantedJoshuadecidedto

stopbyhisfriend'sofficeandfoundhimonacall.

Hetookhisseatandwaitedforhimtofinish...

Duncan:thankyousomuch.Iwillmakesurethey

aredeliveredtoyourightaway.(Hungup)buddy

Joshua:yesmanbeenaminutesincewespoke

Duncan:yeahhey.Everythingisjusttoomuchim



honestlyoverwhelmed

Joshua:workorhome?

Duncan:homeman

Joshua:what'sgoingonnowithoughtyouguys

wereonahealingprocess

Duncan:Patiencegotbailandnowoursonhas

changedintosomethingwedonotknowall

becauseofagirl

Joshua:heebanna.What'sgoingonwithhim?

Duncan:he'salwaysfightingwithhismotherand

Lornawantsnothingtodowithhim.

Joshua:fightinghow?

Duncan:let'ssayheusedLorna'smisfortunes

againsther

Joshua:areyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Duncan:yesbutnowhe'ssorrybutLornaisnot

havingit

Joshua:doyoublameher?Dudeyouraiseachildin

everygoodwaypossibleandtheycomesaysuch



vilethingstoyou?Iwouldn'tbeforgivingtoo

Duncan:buttheyareyourchild

Joshua:idon'tdisputethat.Mychildornotiwould

notwanttohearathingfromtheirmouthbecause

ofallpeopletheyaretheoneswhoaresupposedto

protectmeandnotusemymisfortunesagainstme.

Sometimesasparentswemakeamistakeofletting

thingsgobecausetheyaredonebyourchildren.

Lornahastherighttobeangrybecauseshe's

humanbeforebeingamothersoidon'tblameher

notacceptinghissorryinaninstant.Thisisa

painfulthingtogothroughDuncanandtobe

constantlyremindedaboutitisnotnice.Talkto

Saintandtellhimthatifhe'ssorryhewillbepatient

withhismotherbecausewhathedidwasavery

painfulthing

Duncan:(sighed)yeahiwill

Joshua:good.Anywaywearehavingtheburialon

Thursdayneh

Duncan:okbuddypassmygreetingtotheladyof

thehouse



Joshua:she'sinherofficeaswell.Shesaidshe

wantedtopushsomeworktodaybutwewillbe

goingbackhomeinanhourorso.Ijustwanttogo

doafewthingsatthegarage

Duncan:ohokbuddyiwillpassbyherofficethen

Joshua:cool.Ihopethisisthelasttimeiseeher

tearsbroalliwanttoseeonherfacearehertears

ofjoyeventhoughherfamilyisnotmakingthings

easier

Duncan:eishmonnafamilycanbeaproblem

sometimesbutimjustgladshehassomeonelike

youinhercorner(smiled)ifsomeonetoldmeyou

wouldbesoinloveamonthagoiwouldsaythey

werelying

Joshua:(laughed)womenareaveryspecialbreed

myguytheywillchangeyouinaninstant

Duncan:iknowthat

TheylaughedoutloudwhileinherofficeMaya

spoketothephoneasaknockcamethrough...



Maya:justasecond.Comein.Soasiwassaying...

ShesmiledlookingatTaniawhomadeherwayin

smilingtoo.Shedirectedhertotakeaseatasshe

finishedwiththephonecall...

Maya:thankyousomuch.Iwillbefullybackinthe

officebynextweekMonday.Thankyou,bye(she

hungup)sorryaboutthatmylady.Goodmorning

Tania:morning

Maya:howcanibeofhelpma'am?

Tania:aommasoyoucan'trecognizeme?

Maya:(frowned)uhm,no

Tania:Taniafromfacebook?Isentyouafriend

requestawhileagobutyouhaven'trepliedmy

message

Maya:(satback)okwhyareyouhere?



Tania:iwanttobeyourfriend

Maya:why?

Tania:bathongwhensomeonesaystheywanttobe

yourfrienditmeanstheylikeyouright?

Maya:okigetyoubutithinkthewayyouaregoing

aboutallofthisissoweird

Tania:howso?

Maya:youcan'tcomeallthewayhereforsuch

thingsandagainhowdidyouknowiworkhere?

Tania:comeonyouputitonyourprofile

Maya:(scoffed)ohreallynow?

Tania:orimimistaken?

Maya:ihaven'tupdatedmyprofileinawhiledear.

Howdidyouknowiworkhere?

Tania:aommawhyareyougettingworkedup?

Maya:becauseyouarebeingcreepy.Areyou

followingme?

Tania:what?Noimnot...



Joshua:(opened)lovei...(frowned)whatthehell?

Maya:what'swronglove?

Tania:ohheyyou

Joshua:whatareyoudoinghere?

Tania:checkinguponmyfriend

Joshua:getoutofmybuildingTania

Maya:ohyouknowher?

Joshua:rememberthemessageyousawonmy

phonetheotherday?

Maya:(frowned)itwasfromher?

Joshua:yes

Tania:youwere...

Maya:excusemeyoungladywhatareyoutryingto

playat?

Tania:playat?Imnotplayingatanything

Maya:nowitmakessensewhyyouarebeingall

thiscreepy.Whyareyouaftersomeonewho

doesn'twantyou?



Tania:ifhedidn'twantmehewouldn'thaveasked

metogoonadatewithhim

Maya:yeahrightthroughadatingapp.Youknow

whatleavebeforeidosomethingimightregret

Tania:(laughed)whatcanyoupossiblydo?

Maya:ohyouwanttosee?(Shesaidstandingup)

Joshua:loveshe'snotworthit

Maya:nobabeimsickintiredofthesepeopleyou

know.Whydoesitseemlikeeveryoneisafterour

heads?Whathavewedonetoyoupeople?Idare

youtotryanddoanythingfunnyyouwillseeaside

ofmeyouneverwishedtoseedoweunderstand

eachother?

Tania:imnotgoingtobescaredoffbysomewanna

bemrswhoknowsnothingbuttolayonherbackto

getaman.Honeyi...

Joshua:heywenagetthehelloutofhere!

Hegrabbedherandpushedheroutthenclosedthe

officedoor...



Tania:youandibelongtogetherJoshuawetheryou

likeitornot!

Mayascoffedshakingherheadandsatdown...

Joshua:areyouoklove?

Maya:waitseidon'tknowifmydemonsare

physicallymanifestingorwhat.Whyimibeingtried

likethis?

Joshua:don'tworryloveshewon'tcomebackagain

Maya:areyousurebabe?Thisgirlfoundwherei

work

Joshua:didyouaskherhow?

Maya:yesbutshedidn'tanswer.Ithinkweneed

moresecuritybabe.Ican'tlivelikethis.

Joshua:okiwillorganiseyouandthekids

bodyguardswhowillalwaysdriveyou



Maya:whataboutyou?

Joshua:imamanlove

Maya:noidon'twanttotakechances.Ourlivesare

notsafe.Beefupsecurityatthehouse.Upgradeour

cctvsystemandgetallofusbodyguards.It'sgoing

tocostalotofmoneybutoursafetycomesfirst.I

don'tmindcuttingdownourweddingbudgetto

makesurewearesafe

Joshua:truethatlove.Iwillgetonitrightaway.Let

megotothegaragethencomebackforyouneh

Maya:ok

Hekissedherandleftwhileshesatbackand

sighed...

Maya:kegoreifit'snotspiritualattacksit'sphysical

attacks.Nnatlhebathongkealekiwayoh(im

honestlybeingtested)



Sheclappedonceandattendedbacktoheremails.

Atthehospital...

ThedoctormadehiswayintoNale'sroomand

foundherawake...

Dr:goodthingifoundyouawake.Yourhusband

calledtoaskifyouhavealreadysignedthepapers

(shejustlookedathim)andagainwehaveitin

goodauthoritythatyoushouldbeabletotakecare

ofyourhospitalbill(shefrownedathim)wouldyou

liketoseeit?(Shejustlookedathim)iwillshowit

toyouanyway.(Openedit)NaleyouoweaboutP80

430.00sinceyourstayinthehospital(gaveherthe

sheet)thisbillhastobepaidwithin48hrsorelse

wewillbeforcedtotakeyoutocourt

Nale:excuseme?

Dr:yesma'amit'seitheryoupayitinfulloryoupay

atleast75%ofit



Nale:ihavemedicalaiddoctor

Dr:yourhusbandlongterminatedit

Nale:what!?

Dr:yesma'am

Nale:thenhisshouldbeabletopayformewearea

marriedcouple

Dr:youmightbeamarriedcouplebuthe'snot

forcedtopayforyourmedicalbillwhenyouarenot

marriedincommunityofproperty

Nale:howcanTshepodothistome?

Dr:soyouhave48hrsNaleorelsewewillbetaking

thematterforward

Nale:imdyinghere

Dr:shouldiaskyourhusbandtocomemaybe?

Nale:yesdothat

Dr:iwilltrytobutiwon'tforcehimifherefuses.

Don'tforgetthedivorcepapers



HeleftwhileNalelookedatthebillandputthe

paperonthebedside.Sheclosedhereyesandlet

outasoftsigh...

Nale:iruethedayisharedalaughwithPrecious

Kavimba.Thiswomanhasruinedmylife.This

woman...

Sheswallowedapainfullumpasateardropped.

InRainbowEnglishMediumSchool...

WiththepolicebehindthemLornaandtheschool

principalmadetheirwaytoSaint'sclass.They

knockedastheteacherwelcomedthemin...

Teacher:hey!Settledownstudents!Gooddaysir

howcanibeofhelp?

Principal:ma'amimherewithSaintDuncan's



mother

Helookedupwithafrownonashisheartskippeda

beatseeingthepolice...

Teacher:ohoksir.WhatcanwedoforyouMrs

Duncan?

Lorna:officers?

Officers:(tookoutthecuffs)SaintDuncanyouhave

beenarrestedforattemptedmurderofyourmother

Saint:what!?

Officer:pleasecomewithus

Saint:noyouaremistakenyoucan'tdothistome

Lorna:ohimnotmyson.Youreallythoughti

wouldn'tthinkyouhavepoisonedtheteayougave

me?

Saint:youhateme!Youhaveneverlovedme!

Lorna:officerstakethislunaticaway.Youwillnow



dealwithyouragemateswhothinktheyareabove

lifeimdoneshieldingyou

Saint:youareevil!

Hetriedtofighttheofficersastheydraggedhim

outwhileLornasighedlookingattheteacher...

Lorna:forgivemeforthetrouble.Haveagoodday

Shemadeherwayoutastheprincipalfollowedher

outwhileSaint'sclassmatesquietlysattherein

shock.

^

^

^

^

^
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AthouseofChi...

Thewaitressservedthemtheirbreakfastas

Chiomasmiledputtinghernapkinonherchest...

Chioma:howdidyousleep?

Lovemore:didievensleep

Chioma:oh?

Lovemore:youdroppedabombonme

Chioma:isitreallyabomb?Wehadalreadyspoken

aboutthis

Lovemore:welliwasstartingtogetonwiththefact

thatyousaidwecan'tbeanythingmorethan

friends

Chioma:ohwellbutdidthefeelingsvanish?



Lovemore:notheyarestillthere(clearedhisthroat)

andthere'ssomethingiwanttotellyou

Chioma:ok

Lovemore:ihavebeentalkingtoyoursister

Chioma:ok

Lovemore:talkingasinithoughtmaybeicanbuild

somethingwithher

Chioma:ohisee.Soyouweredevelopingfeelings

forher?

Lovemore:nonotyetbutibelievedwithtimei

wouldhavebecauseshe'sacoolperson.Loudand

forwardbutshehasgreatqualities

Chioma:shouldibeworried?

Lovemore:about?

Chioma:thatmaybeifwegetinarelationshipthere

arechancesthatyoumightfindherattractivealong

theway?

Lovemore:ionlyhavetwoeyesandoneheartthat

canaccomodateonepersonatatime



Chioma:ohok.Soishouldn'tworryabouther?

Lovemore:iloveyouChiomaandihavealways

lovedyou.Youknowthataswell.Justbecauseim

talkingtoyoursisterdoesn'thavetomakeyouthink

ihavefallenoutoflovewithyou.No

Chioma:sowhat'sthewayforward?

Lovemore:iwanttobewithyou

Chioma:itoowanttobewithyoubutyouneedto

cleartheairwithKelechifirst

Lovemore:whichiintendondoing

Chioma:great.Ihavebookedusaweekendawayin

CapetownsoineedyourdetailsformyPAtobook

usflighttickets

Lovemore:ohnice.SeemslikeAdiolewomenare

bigspendersbecauseKelechialsowantedustogo

awaythisweekend(theylaughed)

Chioma:mendeservenicethingsoflifeaswell

Lovemore:it'snoteverymansoishouldcount

myselfblessed



Chioma:(laughed)indeed.Anywayiwantyouto

understandthatimnotdoingthistospiteKelechior

anythingimjustbeingselfishandfollowingmy

heart

Lovemore:youareallowedtobeselfishwhenit

comestomattersofyourheart

Chioma:thankyou

Lovemore:(smiled)iloveyouMsA

Chioma:iloveyoutooMrK

TheysmiledatoneanotherasLovemoresoftly

rubbedherhand.

InPrison...

Rona:yohbathongyoh

Shesaidwalkingaroundthegroundheavingout



sighsaftersighswhilePreciousfrownedlookingat

her...

Precious:areyouokRona?Youlooklikeyouare

abouttoexplode

Rona:idon'tknowwhatthiswomanistryingtoget

frommebutshewillgetitPreciousohtrustmeshe

willgetit

Precious:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Rona:icalledKeneilweandaskedhertocomehere

formetopavewayforourreleasethencomesthis

beautifuloldstranger.Ohshameeneshe's

beautifulshameiwillgiveherthat

Precious:idon'tunderstand

Rona:shesayshernameisGlidiaapparentlyshe's

themothertothemanwho'smarryingthatstupid

littlebitch

Precious:whatdidshewant?

Rona:Keneilwemusthavetoldherthaticalledher

andtoldherwhatiwanted.Allicansayisthat



womanisdangerousandidon'tlikeit

Precious:whatdidshesay?

Rona:sheknowstoomuchPreciousanditscares

me

Precious:whatdoessheknow?

Rona:bathongPreciouswhydoesitmatter?

Precious:ineedtoknowwhat'sgoingonRona.You

can'tkeepmeinthedark

Rona:thelessyouknowthebetterwhatineedtodo

iscallDipuoandtrypullhertomyside.Wecanend

uphavingacommonenemythenworktogetherto

finishthemoff

Precious:reallynow?Youwanttoworkwiththose

uselesspeople?

Rona:wellatthisjuncturetheyareusefulPrecious.

Theyareoutthereandweareinheresotheyhave

accesstoalotofthingswedon'thaveaccessto

Precious:youarehonestlyscaringme

Rona:shemaybeallmightyasshethinksbutim



RonaMoetiimnotgoingtotrembleoverher.Ineed

tomakeacall

Guard:thephoneisstillundermaintenanceMma

Moetiyoucanonlygetittomorrow

Rona:butineedtomakeacall

Guard:youlotareangry.Oneinmatebrokeitafter

makingacall

Rona:shitthisisnoton

TheguardwalkedawaywhilePrecioussquinther

eyeslookingatastressedoutRona.

Ontheirwaybackhome...

Maya'sphonerangasshereducedtheradio

volumeandanswered...

Maya:honey?



Lewis:(sniffed)ineedyourhelpMaya

Maya:(frowned)areyouokLewis?

Lewis:(sniffed)iruinedeverythingMaya.He'smad

atmeandhe'stheonlygoodthingthat'sever

happenedtome.Ican'taffordtolosehim.Ican't

HeburstintotearsasMayaswallowedlookingat

Joshuawhoshrughisshoulders...

Lewis:helpmeMaya.HelpMaya

Maya:okfriendslowdownandtellmewhatexactly

happened

Lewis:(swallowedandsniffed)hecaughtmeinbed

withanotherguy(Joshuawindenedhiseyes)

Maya:what!?

Lewis:andwewerenakedMaya

Maya:yohtsala.

Lewis:idon'tknowwhattodobutiregret



everythingatthemomentrightnow

Maya:youknowhowifeelaboutcheatingfriend

andyouknowthatimnotgoingtosugarcoatthings

right?Youdidwhatyoudidwithaclearandsound

mindrightLewis?

Lewis:yesbutitwasamomentofweakness

Maya:noLewisthere'snothingcalledamomentof

weakness.Nomatterhowpushyapersoncanbe

youhavetostandyourgroundandrespectthe

personyouareinarelationshipwith.IfatallMorris

wasnotsatisfyingyouinanywayyoushouldhave

sathimdownandtoldhimaboutitsothatheworks

onit.Arelationshipisatwowaystreetmylove.A

giveandtakeyouhavenotimetobeselfishwhen

youareinvolvedwithsomeone.Whaticansayat

themomentisgiveMorrisallthespaceheneeds

andwhateverdecisionhemakesrespectitbecause

notonlydoescheatingbreakyourheartitbreaks

yourconfidencebecauseyoustartthinkingthatyou

aretheproblem.Iwouldbelyingifisaidimnot

disappointedinyoufriendbutwhateverhappens

knowthatMorrishadnochoicebuttolookoutfor



himself

Lewis:butithurtsMayaidon'twanttolosehim

Maya:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

youwelcomedanothermaninyourbed.Who'sthis

manifimayask?

Lewis:Mike

Maya:what!?ThesameMikeiknow?

Lewis:yesMayaandimsodisgustedinmyself

rightnow

Maya:youshouldbebecausethat'sthelastperson

youshouldbeinvolvedwith.MikehurtyouLewishe

ruinedyou.Imsoappalledthatyouhavethegutsto

lethiminyourbedagain.Notsalanothisisnoton

Lewis:whatdoido?

Maya:nothing,youhavehurtapersonhereLewis

andyouhavetodealwithitandirepeatdonot

troubleMorrisifhewantstotalkhewillcometo

youandifhedoesn'tstillfinebecauseiforone

wouldn'tevenlooktwiceinacheatingpartner'sway

Lewis:it'shardbutiwilltry



Maya:good.Forgiveyourselfalongthewayandtell

yourselfthatyouwilldobetterfromhereon

Lewis:thankyou

Maya:sure(theyhungup)heebanna

Joshua:yoh

Maya:howcanLewisdosomethinglikethis?

Joshua:imjustgladyouwerefrankwithhim

Maya:heknowsitaswellthat'swhyhecalledme

heknewiwasnotgoingtolietohim

Theysighedassheshookherheadandincreased

thevolumeagain.

Atthehospital...

Tshepostoppedbythedoorandsighedbefore

opening.HeopenedasNaleturnedandcrackeda

smilewhilehekeptaseriousfaceon...



Tshepo:iwasaskedtocomeseeyou

Nale:thankyouforcoming

Tshepo:yeahsure.Aremypapersready?

Nale:Tshepolookatme

Tshepo:iminot?

Nale:Tshepoimdyingwhyareyoudoingthistome?

Tshepo:seriouslynowNale?

Nale:justlookatmyface,it'spale,ihavelostalot

ofweightandmylipsare...

Tshepo:savethoseforsomeonewhoactuallycares

Nalebecauseidon't.GodforgivemebutNaleyou

don'tdeserveanyempathyfromme

Nale:(tearfully)Tshepoit'sme,Nale,theloveof

yourli...

Shetriedtotouchhimashemovedback...



Tshepo:pleasedon't.Allineedfromyouistosign

thedivorcepapersandleavemebe

Nale:Tshepoyouarehurtingme

Tshepo:youlongdidthattoyourselfbygetting

involvedwithPreciousandpractisingwitchcraft.Do

youseewherethatlandedyou?Youevenrapeda

grownmantogivePreciousachildNalewhatkind

ofsauceryisthat?Whatkindoffriendshipisthat?

ThankGodihavenofriendsandidon'thavetodo

suchstupidthings

Nale:Tshepo...

Tshepo:noNalesignthepapersplease

Nale:ihavenoone

Tshepo:so?

Nale:aorraTshepowhy...(burstintotears)

Tshepo:cryallyouwantbutimnotleavingwithout

thesepaperssigned

Nale:ihaveahospitalbillof80K

Tshepo:ketsenafokaenna?(Howisitanyofmy



concern)

Herheartsankdeepassheswallowedwhilehe

tooktheenvelopeandtookoutthepapers.Hegave

themtoherandtookoutapen...

Tshepo:sign

Nale:Tshe...

Tshepo:mosadiwaModimoihaveplacestobe

pleasesignthesepapers

Sheswallowedagainandslowlysignedashetook

themback..

Tshepo:thankyou.Ihopetheyfindhelpforyou

soonandiftheydon'tyoushouldrestknowingthat

youhavehurtmesomuchandnotonlymebutMr

Kavimbaandhisson.Goodbye



HeleftwhileNalecurvedherlipsandclosedher

eyescrying...

Nale:Lordforgiveme!Lordhavemercyonme!I

can'tgoonlikethisLordpleaseforgiveme.Iknowi

didwhatididknowingwhatiwasdoingbutGod

pleasegrantmeanotherchancetofixmymistakes.

Lordifyougrantmeanotherchanceiwillsurelybe

agoodperson.Lordwhereveryouarepleasehear

meout!

Shecriedoutloud.

AtKavimbamotors...

AssoonashearrivedfromhouseofChi,Lovemore

madehiswaytohisfriend'sofficewherehefound

himsoftlyswingingthechairwithhisfeetonthe

desk...



Morris:youareback

Lovemore:yeah.What'supbuddy,howareyou

holdingup?

Morris:itshardLovemore.It'shonestlyhard.Ilove

thisguybuthehashurtme

Lovemore:beingcheatedonisaveryexcruciating

paintodealwithmyfriend

Morris:imcaughtbetweenarockandahardplace.

IloveLewisLovemore

Lovemore:iunderstandthatbuddybutquestionis,

isheworthit?Willhenotdoitagainshouldyou

forgivehim?Won'tyoustarttobetoxicshouldyou

gobacktohim?Youneedtolookintothatbefore

makinganydecision.Anotherthingiswecansay

allour50centopinionsbutdecisionisallyoursmy

friend.Iforonefeellikeyoudeservebetterandis

Lewisthebetteryoudeserve?Idon'tthinkso

becausecheatingishonestlyadealbreaker.It

breaksyoutothecore

Morris:iwouldn'tgoasfarashe'snotthebetteri

thinkideservebuthehashurtme



Lovemore:everythingthathurtsyouasapersonis

wayfarfrombeingseenasbetter.Ihearyoumaybe

thisisthefirsttimehe'sdoingit,maybeheregretsit

butthisiswhereyoubecomeselfishmyfriendthink

abouttomorrow.Idon'twanttosaythere'salotof

fishintheseabecausefallinginloveisnot

somethingyoucan'tdoovernight.Youhaveto

knowapersonanddeeplyatthatandit'sashardto

detachaswellbutmyfriendyoudeservebetter.

That'sallimgoingtosay

Morrisheavedahugesighlookingathimwhile

rubbinghislowerlip.

THATEVENING

AttheDuncan's...

LornasangsettingthetableasDuncanmadehis

wayin...



Duncan:ohheythere

Lorna:goodeveninghubbyhowwasyourday?

Duncan:goodandyours?

Lorna:itwasfantasticmylove

Duncan:isAppleandSainthome?

Lorna:nopeAppleshouldhomeanyminutefrom

nowshehadextrastudylessonsandSaint,

(scoffedandlickherfinger)Saintisinprison

Duncan:what!?

Apple:(wentin)Mahowdoyou...ohhidad

Lorna:hellotoyoutooApple

Duncan:Appleyourmothertellsmeherethatyour

brotherisinprison.Lornawhywouldyoudo

somethinglikethat?

Lorna:okguyspleasesitdownsothatitellyou

whathappened

Duncan:that'sexactlywhatiwanttoknow



Apple:thatmakesthetwoofus.Saintisachildma

howwillhesurviveprison?

Lorna:achildwhoisabletopoisontheirown

mother?Idon'tthinksoApple

Both:what!?

Lorna:yesSaintgavemeteabeforeyouguyswent

toschoolthismorning.Somethingtoldmethati

shouldcheckiftheteaiscleansoidecidedtopour

abitofitonablockofcheese,gavethecheeseto

yourmouseandboomthemousedroppeddead

Apple:waitwhat!?Milaisdead?

Lorna:yes

Apple:momno!

ShestormedofftoherroomwhileDuncanshook

hisheadinshock.Shecamebackdownwiththe

deadmouseinherhands...

Apple:mahowcanyoudothistomyMila?



Lorna:itsnotmemyloveit'syourbrother

Apple:butyouknowhowmuchilovethismouse

mamawhere...mamamma

Lorna:imsorrymylovebutihadtodosomething.I

willtakethefallforMila'sdeathbutitwouldhave

beenmeandtellmesomething,wouldyouhave

preferredittobemeorMila?

Apple:mai...(sighed)whatiswrongwithSaint?

Duncan:butprisonLorna?

Lorna:yesDuncanimnotgoingtoraiseamurderer.

Thatchildisdangerousmylifewasindangerihad

todosomething

Apple:(sighed)ican'tbelieveimabouttosaythis

butmomisrightdad.Ineverthoughtthingswould

gothisfarandagainhesaidhewassorryonlyto

trickus

Lorna:exactly

Duncan:don'tyouthinkthismightruinhim?

Lorna:attemptedmurderisaseriouscrimeDuncan

thejuvenilewillteachhimalesson.Hehonestly



needsit

Duncan:yoh

HesighedgoingupstairswhileApplecurvedher

lipslookingatMila...

Apple:butMilama

Lorna:imsorrymylove.Wewillgetyouanewpet.

Gochangeandcomedownfordinner.Duncanyou

bettercomedownaswellwearegoingtoeat

together.Ohihadaveryinterestingvisitorearlier

oniwilltellyouguysaboutitoverfood

ShewhistledgoingtogetthejuicewhileApple

sighedgoingbacktoherbedroom.

InJoshua'shouse...



TheyalllaughedatHerbert'sjokeswhileMayaand

Glidiafinishedputtingfoodonthetable...

Glidia:Aprilpleasesaygraceforus

April:Godblessthefoodweareabouttoeat.Bless

myfamilyandmaywebehappynowandforever

more.Amen

All:Amen

Glidia:soguysiwenttoseeRonathismorning

Maya:oh?

Glidia:yesandbeforeigoonKeneilwemayyoutell

Mayawhatyoutoldme

Keneilwe:(sighed)Mayayouknowiloveyouright?

Maya:yesmama

Keneilwe:andiwoulddoanythingtolookoutfor

youright?

Maya:yesma

Keneilwe:whenRonacalledmeyesterdayshe



wantedmetogoseeherandsaidifidon'tshewas

goingtomakesurethatourrelationshipgoesdown

thedrainsoinotherwordsshewantedmetogo

thereforhertoblackmailmewithwhatialmostdid

toyouwhileyouwereinmywomb

Maya:youwantedtoabortme?

Keneilwe:(sighed)yesmylove.It'saninhumane

thingtodobutitwastoughthen,yourfather

wantednothingtodowithus.Igotoverwhelmed

andtookthepillsbuttheyneverworked

Maya:it'sokmomiwouldhaveactuallylaughedin

Rona'sfacebecauseofhowpatheticanddesperate

sheis.Youwereoverwhelmedlikeyousayandit

happensmamasodon'tthinkiwouldholditagainst

youimeanlookatwhatcameoutofyou.A

voluptuousbeautifulandsmartwoman(theyall

laughed)sothejokeisonRonama

Keneilwe:thankyouforunderstandingmylove

Maya:youdon'thavetomentionit

Glidia:nowwiththatoutofthewaythere's

somethingiwanttotellyouguys



All:ok

Glidia:itsaboutthepersonwhowasburiedas

Keneilwe

Maya:(frowned)ok?

Glidia:Keneilweyouhadatwin

Keneilwe:(choked)what!?

Silencehitthewholeroomastheyallquietlylooked

atGlidia.

AtAjax'shouse...

HesmiledgettingoffthephonewithMarelediand

wentbacktohispots.Hewhistledturningthemeat

ashisphonereportedamessage.Hetookasipof

hiswaterandwipedhishandstakingitagain.He

openedthemessagewithafrownonhisfaceashe

recognisedthenumber.Itwasaphotoashewaited

forittoload.Theseconditfinishedloadinghis



heartskippedabeatashiseyeslandedona

positivepregnancytestingstick...

Ajax:whatinthehell!?

Hesaidtypingaresponse...

^

^

^

^

^
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Ajax:Ameyoucan'tsendmethiskindofpicture

whenwehaven'tbeentalkingfor2months



Ame:wellthat'sjusthowitis.Im2months

pregnant

Ajax:buthow?

Ame:reallynowAjaxdon'tyouknowhowachildis

made?

Ajax:ialwayspulledoutAme

Ame:howsureareyouaboutthat?Againyouarea

wellleanerdpersonyouknowthepossibilitiesof

fallingpregnantfrompre-cumverywell

Ajax:butchancesarelowAme

Ame:whatareyousaying?Youthinkimmaking

thisup?

Ajax:youmighthaveaskedsomeonetosendyou

thispicture

Ame:ohwow

Shewenttothephotoandscreengrabbedthe

detailsofthephotowhichshowedshetookitafew

minutesbeforesendingit...



Ame:areyousatisfied?

Ajax:wellyoumighthaveaskedsomeoneforthe

stick

Ame:ihavethereceiptonmeandiwenttothe

clinicearlierAjaxihaveacard

Ajax:there'snowaythatchildismineAmeirefuse

tobelieveit

Ame:ohwowAjaxreally?(Shetookapicofher

cardanddetailsinside)seeit'sconfirmedthatim2

monthspregnant

Ajax:noyouneedtogetanabortionican'thavea

child,notnow

Ame:excuseme?

Ajax:yesAmeihavemovedonwithmylife

Ame:unfortunatelyyouhaveachildandagaini

don'twanttorisklosingmyfertilityorlife

Ajax:thenyouwilltakecareofthechildimnot

gettinginvolved



Ame:what!?

Ajax:yougotthatrightAme.Imhappywhereiam

andiwouldn'twanttoruinmychancesto

happiness

Ame:ohsoimustsuffer?

Ajax:didn'tijustgiveyouanoptionofwhattodoto

avoidsuffering?Icangiveyouthemoneyrightnow

Ame.Imnotreadytohaveachildandthat'sthat

Ame:wow

Ajax:shouldisendthemoneynoworwhat?

Ame:youreallythinklightofmeyouknow.Gofuck

yourselfAjax

Ajax:shouldyoukeepthatchilditwillbeallonyou

imnotgettinginvolved.

Heclickedhistongueandblockedherasshe

chukledshakingherhead...

Ame:bloodytrash



ShethrewherphoneawaywhileinhiskitchenAjax

switchedoffthestoveandsighedrubbinghisface...

Ajax:damnitman.Damnit!

Hepunchedthekitchencounterandtookabottleof

waterswitchingoffhisphoneandwenttothe

bedroom.

AtJoshua'shouse...

Joshua:momwhatdidyoujustsay?

Glidia:yesmyson.Yourmotherinlawhadatwin

Keneilwe:butmymothernevertoldme

Glidia:becauseinyourfather'sculturetheybelieve

havingtwinsisbadomen

Maya:(frowned)buthow?



Glidia:doyouguysevenknowyouroriginKeneilwe

asinyourpaternalancestors?

Keneilwe:no

Glidia:nowonder.YourfatherisaNigerian

Keneilwe&Maya:What!?

Glidia:yesRonaandyourmotherknowsthis

Keneilwe:buthow?Whydidwegrowuphere?

Glidia:becausehewasbasedherebeforehegot

sickandwentbackhome.Letmegiveyouguysa

littlehistorylesson

MrK:waitlove,howdidyougetthisinformation

andhowsureareyouaboutit?

Glidia:fromKeneilwe'smother'sfriendthroughmy

contactsdaddyandyouknowthatmycontacts

neverlie

MrK:true

Glidia:soasiwassayingyouguysareNigerians

fromyourfather'sgenes.Yourfatherhadawifeand

kidsinNigeriabeforehemovedtoBotswana.He



neverdivorcedthembuthelivedherefulltime.

DuringhistimeherehemetSeikanyengwhoisyour

motherright?

Keneilwe:yes

Glidia:theyfellinloveandbirthedyou,Reneilwe

whowasyourtwinandRona.Yourfather

Emmanuel,usedtovisitbackhomeandweknow

howNigeriansarewhenitcomestothesethingsof

spirituality.It'seithertheyareChristiansorthey

practiseblackmagicandunfortunatelyyourfather

wasamemberofacultgroup.Theleaderthen

pickedthathehadawomanandachildhereand

thiswomanwaspregnantthatwasyouandyour

twinKeneilwe.TheGodsrealisedthatitweretwins

andfortheIgbotribethisisseenasbadomen.His

wholeNigerianfamilywasgoingtoperishsohe

hadtosacrifiseonechild.Okfineheagreedtothat

andthencamebackthisside,spoketoSeikanyeng

aboutthisandtheyagreedtheyweregoingto

sacrifiseonetwin.BirthtimecameSeikanyeng

decidedtoswapReneilwewithadeadchildatthe

hospital.Theytookthisdeadchildandsacrifised



herinstead.ThattimeSeikanyengaskedthefriend

wegottheinformationfromtoraiseyourtwin

Keneilweinanothervillage.Nowremember

Seikanyengknewthathermanwasacultmember

andshegotintroducedtothecult.Timecamefor

hermantopassonandbeforehediedhewas

askedwherehispowersshouldbetakenandsaid

Seikanyeng.HewantedtoprotecthisNigerian

familyatallcosts.Seikanyenglovingpowershe

agreedtothisandtookoverherman'sspot

Keneilwe:nowthisexplainswhyshehadtotravel

somuch

Glidia:yesshewasvisitinghercultgroupallthe

time.NowSeikanyengstartedhavingsometrouble

withtravellingsoshestartedtogetpowerlessthis

timeyouandRonawereolderandyouwerealready

workingandexpectingMaya.Yoursonwasstilla

youngboy.Shekeptincontactwiththecultleader

butunfortunatelypassedduetoshortillnessbefore

shecouldphysicallypassonherpowershenceshe

wrotealettertoherfriendwithalldetailsofherpast

andthatshewantsRonatotakeherspotbecause



shetrustshertodoabetterjob.Thefriendbeing

thefriendgaveRonathisletterandtakingafterher

mothertheloveforpowershedidn'trefuserather

shedecidedtofindawitchdoctorthisside.This

witchdoctortoldherthatforhertobepowerfulshe

needstogetridofherfather'sshadowandthather

sistersaretheonesblockingherway.Ifyouboth

dieditwouldhavebeenbetter.Thewitchdoctor

wentintosayaswellthatyouhadbirthedallthe

goldsheneedsthatisyourchildrensoitwouldbe

betteriftheykeptyouasazombieforextra

strengthbutoneofyouhadtodie.Ronabeinga

cunningwitchsheisshemanagedtotakeyourkids

fromyou,killyourtwinsisterandkeepyouasa

zombie.That'showshemanagedtodestroyyour

lives.Shedidn'twanttokillyoubecausesheknew

shemightneedyoutomakeMaya'slifeevenmore

difficultandherdaughter'smoreeasier

Maya:wow

Glidia:iamasshocked

Joshua:(sighed)thiswoman



Keneilwe:(clappedonce)yoh

MrK:solovewhereisthisfriendofSeikanyeng's?

Glidia:Topisiandshe'sreadytoconfirmthatalli

saidistrue

Maya:bathongRonaandSeikanyeng

Keneilwe:idon'tknowifishouldevencallhermy

mother.SoDipuowasrightSeikanyengwasawitch?

Maya:kanathismeanswearefightinga

generationaldemonbutimgladmychildrenare

safefromthis

Keneilwe:sodoesthiswomanknowthesurnameof

thisNigerianfamily?

Maya:whatdoyouwantfromthemma?

Keneilwe:toknowmyrootsbetter

Maya:mamaijustsaidwearefightinga

generationaldemonwenayouwanttogothereand

getthedemon?YouheardmamaGsaythisman

wasacultmember.Youarenotgoingtherema

never



Glidia:MayaisrightKeneilwethefurtheryouplay

fromthemthebetter.

Keneilwe:yohbathongthisissobeyondme.Rona

andhermother?(Clappedonce)yeses

Glidia:butimnotdonewithRonaiaskedmyguys

tokeepdiggingdeeperihaveafeelingRonahas

moreskeletons

MrK:butlovebecarefulnowweknowwhoweare

dealingwithhere.Thiswomanisdangerous

Glidia:iammylove

Maya:yeah.Notonlyissheawitchbutacold

bloodedmurderer.Weneedtotakethistothepolice

infactthatwomanhastocomeandbeoneofthe

testifiersagainstRona

Glidia:(smiled)nowyouarethinkinglikeawoman

mygirl.That'sexactlywhatithoughtaswell.We

needtotalktoyourlawyeraboutthis

Maya:firstthinginthemorningimcallingMrs

Taolo

Glidia:good.Whateverthatcomesupiwilllety'all



know

Keneilwe:thankyouG.Youreallyshedsomelight

forus

Joshua:(smiled)seewhyisaidthere'sareason

whyGodcrossedourpathslove?

Maya:nowibelieveitlove.Wereallyappreciate

youreffortsMamaGandireallythinkimgoingto

learnalotfromyou

Glidia:trustmeyouwill

April:oknowguysenoughwiththeseriousand

longconversationsanyoneupforagame?

TheylaughedwhileJoshuaandhisfathercleared

thetableastheotherswenttotheloungeforthe

game.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheJuvenileprison...



Duncansatbacklookingathissonwhocame

walkingwithhislegsapartandoneeyeclosed.He

shookhisheadashisheartsankwhileSainttook

hisseat...

Saint:doyouseewhatkindofwomanyourwifeis?

Thiswomandoesn'tdeservetobeamother

(flinchedashehurthisbutthole)

Duncan:whathappenedtoyouSaint?

Saint:theyrapedandbeatmeupandthesestupid

guardsdon't...

Duncan:noSaintimeanyouwereagoodchildmy

sonwhatchanged?

Saint:youknowwhatyoumightaswellleaveifyou

arenotheretohelpme.Weneedtohaveher

arrestedforthis.Thisisnotrightinanyway

Duncan:Saintallthisforagirl?Youknowyou

wouldn'tbehereifyouacceptedthatthegirlisn't

yours?



Saint:canyoupleasetakemebacktomycell.It's

clearthatyouguysneverlovedmenorwantedme.

Imbetteroffrapedandbeatenlikethis.Itsoklove

andcareforyourfavoritechildAppleidon'tcareifi

dieinhere.Isaidtakemebacktomycell!

Guard:heyyoungboybehaveinhere.Come

Hejerkedhimuphurtinghimasheflinchedagain.

Heturnedtohisfatherwhopinnedhiselbowson

thetableandputhishandsunderhischinsighing

andshakinghishead...

Duncan:weneedtocallthepastorforthischild.No

manthere'snochildwhowouldturnintoademon

outofnowherelikethis

Hesighedandheadedout.

InPrison...



RonapunchedinDipuo'snumberasshewaitedfor

hertoanswer...

Dipuo:yes?

Rona:helloit'smeRona

Dipuo:whatdoyouwant?

Rona:weneedtotalk

Dipuo:ohnowyouwanttotalk?

Rona:lookDipuoimnotgoingtobeataroundthe

bushok.Yesidon'tlikeyouandineverwillbutwe

haveacommonenemyherewhichwecan'tletwin

Dipuo:soyouwantmetoworkwithyou?(Laughed)

jokeoftheyear

Rona:ordon'tyouwanttofinallygetyourrevenge

onSeikanyengDipuo?

Dipuo:you?Goagainstyourmother?Imnofool

Rona:she'sofnouseDipuoandyouknowthat



Dipuo:let'ssayiagreetothismadnessofyours

whatwillyouwantmetodoforyou?

Rona:thisishowit'sgoingtowork(checkedthe

coast)youknowhowimportantbloodisinthis

gameofdarknessneh?Yes,wearegoingtoneed

oneofSeikanyeng'sdescendentsbloodfortheboth

ofustogetwhatwewant.Iwanttogetridof

KeneilweandyouwanttodealwithSeikanyeng

fromhergravethereforeKeneilweistheonlybait

butKeneilweandherchildrenarealreadyoldtheir

bloodisreallyofnousethatmuchsoinsteadof

themwegetoneofhergrandchildrenandyouknow

howpowerfulgirlchildrenaresothatlittlebratof

Maya'swillbeourticket

Dipuo:hhmm,interesting

Rona:yessoareyouinorwhat?

Dipuo:wellifitmeansmakingsurethatnoneof

Seikanyeng'schildrendoesn'tgetahappyending

wellexceptyoubecauseyouareuselessiwilldoit

Rona:(smiled)perfectthatmeansyouwillhaveto

workongettingthatchildfromtheniwilldirectyou



onwhattodo

Dipuo:good.Iwilltalktoyouonceeverythingis

sorted

Rona:perfect

Matshidiso:(screamedinthekitchen)ah!

Dipuo:(hungup)whatisit?

Matshidiso:icutmyfingerandit'sdeep

Dipuo:(frownedseeingthecut)that'sdeepmychild.

Doreen!Doreen!

Doreen:yesgranny?

Dipuo:weneedtotakeyourmothertothehospital

shecutherfinger

Doreen:yohbathongmatheymightendupcutting

apartofthatfingerthat'sadeepcut

Matshidiso:stoptalkingnonsenseandgetmy

things

Doreenrantothebedroomwhileawhining



Matshidisowenttothecarinpain.Inprisona

confidentRonamadewaybacktothecellswitha

hugesmileonherface...

Rona:therecanonlybeoneRonaMoetiandshe

willforeverrule

Shesmiledmore.

AthouseofChi...

Chiomafrownedonacallasherofficedoorroughly

openedwithKelechithrowingherselfinside...

Kelechi:iwoAje!(youwitch)

Chioma:I'llgetbacktoyoujustnow,letmeattend

tosomething(hungup)excuseme?

Kelechi:hidingbehindthebiblewhileyou'reatwo



timing,doubleheadedsnakewithfourtongues!

Chioma:okyouneedtocalmdownandlookat

who'sterritoryyouareinhere

Kelechi:ohthereshegoesthinkingshe'saGodof

somesort.Chiomawhothehelldoyouthinkyou

are?Hhm?

Chioma:youknowwhatidon'tknowwhatyouhave

smokedordrankbutitseitheryoutoneitdownor

im...

Kelechi:youwillwhat?Throwmeout?Iwouldlove

toseeyoutry(clapped)Chiomaiwouldlovetosee

youtry-oh

Chioma:Youaremakingaspectacleofyourself

dearsistercalmdown.Chai

Kelechi:welliwantthiswholeofficetoknowwhat

kindofanarcissisticbitchyouare!(Sheflippedher

hair)

Chioma:okyouaregoingwaytoofar.Comeback

momo

Kelechi:momomyfootChioma,howdareyou?Huh?



Howdareyougobehindmybackknowinghowi

feelaboutLovemore?

Chioma:(scoffed)ifyouthinkimgoingtofightover

amanwithyouthenyoubetterthinkagaindear

sister.Imnotfromthegutter

Kelechi:ohsoimfromthegutterChioma?

Chioma:clearly

Kelechi:Chiomayouaresayingyourownsisteris

fromthegutter!?

Chioma:givenyourratchetbehaviouryouclearly

arefromthegutter

Kelechi:omanye-oh,hee!GodofNigeria,oh

mercifulGodhearyourchild,Godyourchildsays

imfromthegutter(chuckled)e-na-wooChioma,

what!?

Chioma:okenoughwithyourdramawearenotin

nollywoodheregetoutofmyoffice

Kelechi:ifyouthinkimgoingtoletthisgolikethat

thenyouhaveanotherthingcoming.Trymemy

sister-oh,tryme(scoffed)chineke,hee!



ShesnappedherfingersleavingwhileChioma

shookherheadandsighedtakingherphone...

Chioma:nollywoodcoulduseyourskillsmysister

maybeyoushouldconsiderthem

Shemadeacall.

AtKgang'sGarage...

MayagotoutoftheofficeandnoticedthatMike

wastheoneservicingherbrandnewBenz.She

exhaledandwenttohimashesmiledseeingher...

Mike:MrsKtobe

Maya:hiMike

Mike:ahnoiwillbedonewithyourcarinafew



Maya:ohokthankyou.Doyouhaveaminute

though?

Mike:anythingformyboss

Maya:ok.Imnotonetoinvolvemyselfinother

people'sbusinessesbutwhatyoudidishonestly

notcoolandit'sbelowthebelt

Mike:(frowned)idon'tfollow

Maya:Lewis

Mike:oh(chuckled)ok

Maya:ok?Mikedoyourealisewhatyouhavedone?

YesLewisshouldhavestoodhisgroundbutyou

shouldhavebackedoffthemomenthetoldyouhe

doesn'twanttodoanythingwithyou

Mike:ithoughtyousaidyouarenotonetoget

involvedinotherpeople's...

Maya:iknowwhatisaidandyoudon'thaveto

remindme.YouwerewrongandyouknowitMike

whydoyoualwaysinsistonhurtingLewis?

Mike:ohsoheshouldgetawaywithhurtingme?



Maya:youknowyouarethereasonwhywesee

menastrash?Mikeyoualmostkilledmyfrienddo

youunderstandthat?Myfriendwasinacommafor

amonthandwaswheelchairboundfor3monthsdo

youknowhowpainfulthatwasandyouhavethe

gutstostandthereandtryplayvictim.Youshould

honestlybeashamedofyourselfMike.Lewisdid

nothingbutloveyouandwhatdidyoudo?You

cheatedonhimandthenbeathimintoapulpafter

hecaughtyou.Youarepatheticandhonestly

speakingyouwouldn'tbeworkinghereifitwereup

tome,asamatteroffactleavemycariwillget

anothermechanic.Jo!?

Jo:yesma'am

Maya:kindlytakeoveronmycarMikehas

somethingtodoforme

Jo:ohok

ShelookedatMikewhoslowlygaveJohistools...



Maya:good.

ShelookedatMikeagainandscoffedgoingbackto

theofficewhileMikeslowlyexhaledlickinghis

lowerlip.Hescoffedandsmiledshakinghishead

goingtotheothercars...

Mike:yeahneh

BackinPrison...

Ronapickedsomereedswithherhandswhile

singingahymn...

Rona:"obalemasegoagago,oabalehumakaone

o..."

Shestoppedlookingupataguardwhohadan



envelopeonherhands...

Rona:yes?

Guard:thisisforyou

Rona:o-kay

Shewipedherhandsandtookitwhiletheguard

walkedaway.Sheturneditandfrownedreadingthe

wordsonit...

"Nothingishiddenforgood"

Herheartstartedtoraceassheclearedherthroat

lookingaround.Sheswallowedandopenedthe

envelopeandslowlytookoutthedocuments.Boom,

herbankstatements...

Rona:what!?



Sheclearedherthroatagainlookingaroundasa

notefell.Shepickeditupandopenedit...

"Onethingaboutyouisthatyouknowyourgame

verywellbutlikeialwayssayeverythingthat

happensinthedarkalwayscomestolight.Didyou

thinkthatnoonewouldeverfindoutthatyouhave

beenkeepingthechurch'smoneyforyourself?(Her

heartraced)ohsweetRona.Ihatetosaythisbut

mydearlovieimcomingforyouwitheverythingi

have.Nowontopofwhathappenedin1976,you

willbechargedwiththeftandobtainingbyfalse

pretence.Haveagooddaymyloveandohihadan

amazinghistorymomentwithyourfamilylastnight.

Takecare.XO"

Withherhandsshakingandbreathingheavyshe

puteverythingbackintheenvelope.Sheblinkedas

shestartedseeingstarsandpinchedhereyes...



Rona:nothisisnothappening,thisisnot...nohuh-

uhthisisnot...thisis...

Shetriedtoswallowalumpbutitwastoohugefor

herassheleaneddownholdingherkneestryingso

hardtobreathnormally...

Rona:damnthis...(breathedoutagain)damnthis

woman...yoh...damn...fuck!

Shefellonherkneesasbreathingbecamehardfor

hereachpassingsecond.

^

^

^

^

^
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InCourt...

AsaskedKitsomadehiswaytothestandandtook

hisseatwhilehisfriendsatnexttotheirlawyer.On

theothersideofthehousewasLewisand

AlexandrawhiletheofficertookthebibletoKitso...

Officer:doyousweartotellthetruth,thewhole

truthandnothingbutthetruthsohelpyouGod?

Kitso:ido

Judge:thankyouofficer.Justtoremindyouagain

Kitsoyouareunderoaththereforeyouareadviced

toaddressallthequestionsasked(henodded)

counsil

Man:thankyouyourworship.Kitsoyouarea

soldierright?



Kitso:yes

Man:whoalsohappenstobeanurse?

Kitso:yes

Man:whatisthefirstthingtaughtduringthe

recruitingperiod?

Kitso:obedienceandgoodmanners

Man:exactlyandthere'snowayyoucanservea

nationwithoutacingthoseimiright?

Kitso:yes

Man:andalsoKitsoasanationalservantyourduty

istoprotectimicorrect?

Kitso:yes

Man:andthatmeansprotectingfromanysortof

harmright?

Kitso:yes

Man:nowyourworshiptellmehowamanwhoisa

graduatedandswornsoldier,aprotectorand

serviceproviderofthenationcanbeabletosend

peopletoattackanotherhumanbeing?Thesame



personhesworetoprotect?Ihavenofurther

questionsyourworship

Judge:thankyou.MrsTaolo

Alexander:thankyouyourworship.Kitsoright?

Kitso:yes

Alexander:haveyoumetmyclientbeforethe

incident?

Kitso:yesataparty

Alexander:didyoutalktohim?

Kitso:noionlyspoketomyfriendwhowaswith

himandhisfriends

Alexander:Kitsowhatexactlydidyousaytoyour

friendandkindlyrememberthatyouareunderoath

Kitso:(swallowed)isaidtohimihadbeenlooking

forhimwhileallthetimehewaswithbosis'bhuti

Alexander:yourworship"sis'bhuti"isaphraseor

wordusedtodemeanhomosexualpeople.Gaymen

tobeprecise.Kitsohowdidmyclienttakethis?

Kitso:(clearedhisthroat)hewasnothappyashe



wentontoinsultme

Alexander:wouldyoubehappyifsomeonelooked

downonyouandcalledyousuchaname?(Hekept

quiet)Kitso?

Kitso:no,iwouldn'tbe

Alexander:yourworshipimnottryingtojustifymy

client'sresponsebuthehadtostandupforhimself

becauseweallknowhowpeopleofhiscommunity

aretreatedinthisworld.Theyhavetofightfortheir

placeeverydayoftheirlivesastheyarealways

madetofeeltheydon'tbelong.Kitsowasmyclient

everphysicalonyou?

Kitso:no

Alexander:whathappenedafterthealtercation?

Kitso:wesattogetherandeventuallylefttoaclub

Alexander:andyouguyswerestillok?

Kitso:yesyourworshipnotreallyokokbutwe

toleratedoneanotheraswewereinterestedinhis

friends

Alexander:ok.Didmyclientevergiveyoutrouble



afterthatday?

Kitso:no

Alexander:nowwhywouldyourfriendand

colleaguesendmyclient'sfriendamessageright

afterhegotattackedsayingheknowswhowas

behindthewholething?

Kitso:(clearedhisthroat)idon'tknow

Alexander:ohisit?Okthenhowlonghaveyoubeen

friendswithMopati?

Kitso:over10yearsnow

Alexander:doyoutalkabouteverything?

Kitso:yes

Alexander:asinyouknowoneanother'ssecrets?

Kitso:yes

Alexander:soifyoueverhadtodosomethinglike

thiswouldyoutellhim?

Man:objectionyourworshipshe'sleadingmyclient

Judge:sustainedMrsTaolorephraseyourquestion



Alexander:(sighed)Kitsodoyouconfideeverything

inyourfriend?

Kitso:yes

Alexander:thankyouyourworshipnofurther

questions

Judge:thankyouMrsTaolo.Youmaystepdown

Kitso.CourtwillresumeonFriday.10am

Hehitthegavelandmadehiswayoutwhile

everyonestoodontheirfeet...

Lewis:so?

Alexander:itwasthefirstdaybutsofarsogood.

Honestlyspeakingthesepeoplehavenocasebut

heyitiswhatitis

Lewis:ithoughtasmuchlikethemessagethis

MopatiguysentMayathrewthemunderthebusi

don'tunderstandwhattheyarehopingfor

Alexander:theyjustwanttohumiliatethemselves



morebutanywayitiswhatitislikeisay

TheysighedheadingoutwhileKitsoandMopatigot

escortedtothevan.

AtA.Aagency...

Abiolalaughedwiththeinteriordesignerwhilean

angryKelechithrewherbagonthetablebreathing

heavily...

Abiola:lovegocheckupontheotheroffices(she

left)andthen?

Kelechi:whydoesshethinktheworldrevolves

aroundher?

Abiola:what'sgoingonnow?

Kelechi:yoursisterwhohasturnedherselfintoour

mother



Abiola:(sighed)reallynow?

Kelechi:didshenotsayLovemorewasofflimits

Abiola:notthisagain

Kelechi:noAbiiwanttoshowyouofhowmucha

hypocriteandnarcistyoursisteris

Abiola:oh?

Kelechi:shewentoffandtoldLovemoreofhow

muchsheloveshimnowLovemoresayshecan't

keepseeingmeanymore.Iaskedhimwhyhesays

he'sinarelationship.WithwhoLovemore?Guess

what,ChiomabloodyAdiole

Abiola:okchilloutontheinsults,soLovemoresays

helovesher?

Kelechi:clearly

Abiola:thenwhat'syourproblemlove?Didwenot

findthesepeoplehere?

Kelechi:wedidbutwhydidn'tshetrythingsout

withhimwhileiwasnothere?Whydidshehaveto

waitformetocomehere?



Abiola:Lechi,Chiomadidn'tevenknowthatiwas

comingwithyou

Kelechi:stillAbiolashedidn'thavetobethis

spitefulandvilethenshegoestocallherselfa

womanofGod.Bull!BullAbi

Abiola:calmdownKelechi.Areyouseriouslygoing

tocryforamanwhomyoumetwhat,6seconds

agocomeonyouarebetterthanthat

Kelechi:ilovehimAbiwhycan'tyougetthat

Abiola:wellfactistheylongfellinlovebeforewe

camehereKelechi.Therearealotofmeninthis

citymyloveyouwilldefinitelyfindone

Kelechi:butiwantedsomeZimmagic

Abiola:(laughed)didyoureallylovehimorthe

reptilebetweenhislegs?

Kelechi:(scoffed)bothheseemstohaveagood

one(theylaughed)iwasreadytofeastonitthis

weekendAbithisisnotfair

Abiola:there'satribecalledKalangashereihear

theyarewellgifteddowntheremaybefindyourself



one

Kelechi:whydoesChiomahavetohaveallthegood

stuffAbi?

Abiola:idon'tseeitthatwaybesidesyouhavea

companytolookaftermygirlpullyourselftogether

iwillbereturningtoLondonsoonsoiwanttoknow

ifmypropertyissafewithyou

Kelechi:soy'allreallythinkthatlowofme?

Abiola:don'tputwordsinmymouth.Comeand

stopwhiningyoh

Shepulledherhandastheywentaroundthe

building.MeanwhileinherofficeChiomasmiled

aftersigningforherflowersandcalledLovemore...

Lovemore:ibelieveyoureceivedyourgift

Chioma:yestheyarebeautifulandrefreshing.

Thankyou

Lovemore:you'rewelcome.Ithoughtishouldmake



yourday

Chioma:ohineededitafterthedramaearlieron

Lovemore:ohyeah?

Chioma:Kelechicamegunsblazing

Lovemore:didshehurtyou?

Chioma:ohnoevenifshetriedshewasn'tgoingto

succeed

Lovemore:ohsoyoucanputinagoodfight?

Chioma:igrewuparoundboyssoofcourseiwould

knowhowtothrowinapunchortwo

Lovemore:oknowicanrelaxknowingihavemy

ownAliinmypocket(theylaughed)

Chioma:youaresosilly.Areyoureadyforthe

weekend?MyPAmanagedtobookeverything

Lovemore:ohtrustmethisisamuchneededbreak

Chioma:wonderfulbutthere'saveryimportant

factorweneedtoclearbeforegoingthere.Your

divorce



Lovemore:yeahiknewyouwouldwanttomake

sureitssortedbutdon'tworrymylawyersare

workingonit

Chioma:wonderfulbecausethelastthingiwantis

tobeaccusedofhangingaroundwithamarried

man

Lovemore:iunderstandbutwhatidon'tunderstand

iswhyihaven'tbeenworkingonityouknow

Chioma:wellwehavebeenquietbusysoi

understand

Lovemore:truebutdon'tworryeverythingis

workingitselfout

Chioma:good.SeeyoulateratJoshua'shouse?

Lovemore:alrightlove.Later

Theysmiledhangingup.

AtKgangT&T...



DuncanblewhislipsgoingintoJoshua'soffice...

Duncan:areyounotsupposedtobemakingsure

everythingrunssmoothlyatyourhouse?

Joshua:mybrotheranddadarethereandiwillbe

goingtheresoon.What'supyoulookstoned

Duncan:yohbroitsonethingaftertheother.Saint

isbehindbars

Joshua:heebanna

Duncan:hetriedtokillhismother

Joshua:what!?

Duncan:imtellingyou.Hepoisonedhertea

Joshua:Duncan?

Duncan:imlostforwordsJoshua.Sainthasreally

switcheduponusandit'shonestlynotgood

Joshua:sowhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Duncan:asmuchashe'smysonandilovehimi

havetoagreewithhismother.Heneedstobe



punished

Joshua:butyouknowwhattheysayaboutprison

right?

Duncan:withtimeibelievehewillturnanewleafif

notwewillhavetogethispastortoprayforhim

Joshua:butSaintwasagoodchildD

Duncan:exactlymypointbuddywhateverthingis

eatingmychildisnotgoodatall

Joshua:shockingbutheyifit'swhatittakesto

teachhimalessonthensobeitsometimesweare

toosoftonthesekidsnotknowingweareruining

themI'mjustgladminewereraisedbyafair

womansoeveniftheychangeiknowtheirmother

willalwaysmakesuretoputthemintoplace

Duncan:Lornawasgoodwiththemijustdon't

understandwhatgotintothisboy

Joshua:otlhokanalekoshababa(heneedsanight

vigil)

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.



InPrison...

PreciousfrownedlookingatRonawhowaspacing

upanddownthewashingline...

Precious:ithinklandboardshoulduseyouto

measureplotsbecausewowyoucanpacethese

daysRona

Rona:(gaveherastare)mxm

Precious:noseriouslynowRonawhat'seatingyou?

Rona:GlidiaKgangPreciousthisbeautifulbitch

won'tstopatnothingtoseemegroveling

Precious:ireallyneedtoseethiswomanbecausei

thoughtthere'snoonewhocanshakeupyour

worldlikethis

Rona:nomansheneedstobetaughtalessonand

averygoodonenowimsickandtiredofher.Can

youimagineiwastoldmybloodpressurewashigh



earlier

Precious:whatdidshefindoutthistimearound?

Rona:shehasdiscoveredthatihavebeenlivingoff

thechurchmoney

Precious:what!?Ronathatalsoputsmeinthehot

seat

Rona:don'tyouthinkiknowthat?IknowPrecious

Precious:thendosomethingRonaican'tgodown

fortheft,hellno

Rona:ohsoiwantto?

Precious:youneedtodosomethingandveryfast

Rona:ihavemanagedtogetDipuoonboardshe's

workingontheplanwhatineedyoutodoisgetin

touchwithMmaLuke

Precious:(curvedherlips)whonow?

Rona:yessheneedstoknowthatthemotherofher

grandchildrenisgettingmarriedtoanothermanthe

samechildrenshepaiddamagesfor

Precious:andhowisthatgoingtoworkforus?



Rona:hello?Wearestoppingtheweddinghere

Precious:forgetthestupidweddingRonawehave

biggerproblems

Rona:Preciousdoasisayandleavethisbeautiful

oldbitchtomeiwilldealwithheronmyown

Precious:Rona?

Rona:sorryausinyanaMayaisgettingmarriedand

youknowwhatherhappinessmeanstousthatgirl

isnotsupposedtosmileforlong

Precious:yoohRonawee

Rona:areyougoingtodoitorshouldifind

someone

Precious:iwillcallMmaLukebutRonatheshipis

sinking

Rona:notwhileimthecaptainmygirltheseidiots

areyettolearnaverypainfullesson

Sheclickedhertonguebitingherlowerlipwhile

Preciousclappedonceshakingherhead.



AtLewis'shouse...

Heironedtheclotheshewasgoingtowearlateron

thedayashisphonerang.Seeingthenameonthe

screenhequicklywentforthephonealmost

droppingtheiron...

Lewis:hello?

Morris:hi,Lewis

Lewis:hiMorris

Morris:howwascourt?

Lewis:itwasokthankyou.Howisyourday?

Morris:justfine.MrsTaolocalledmesayingI'm

goingonthestandonMonday

Lewis:ohokandhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Morris:ihavenochoicebuttogivemytestimony

Lewis:okthankyou



Morris:imnotdoingitforyouimdoingitforallthe

LGBTQI+communitymemberswhonevergottheir

justice

Lewis:(swallowed)iunderstand

Morris:areyougoingtoMaya'sfather'sarrivallater?

Lewis:yesimactuallyironingmy...

Morris:okseeyouthen

Lewis:ok.(Clearedhisthroat)doyou...(hehungup

onhim)oh

Heswallowedanotherlumpandexhaledgoingback

tohisironingwhileinhisofficeMorristhoughtfora

fewsecondsandexhaledaswellgoingbackto

work.

AtKgang'sGarage...

Mikesighedsittingagainstoneoftheoldestcars

andopenedhislunch.Hetookabiteoffhischicken



andbreathedoutthroughhisnosewithhiseyes

closedtakingitin...

Mike:perfectlycooked.Justhowilikeit

Hetookanotherbiteandashewasabouttotakea

spoonfulofhispaptothemouthhisphonerang...

Mike:yaboelemangjaanong(whoisitnow)

Hesaidputtingthespoondown,lickhisfingersand

tookouthisphone...

Mike:(smiled)ahmyboyDanger(answered)boy

Danger:ihearyouareoutmonna

Mike:yesmyboyimout

Danger:goodkegotshwaretsespane(igotajobfor

you)



Mike:youknowimalwaysreadytogetmyblood

rushing

Danger:that'smyboy.Remembermygirlfriend

Doreen?

Mike:yebothebeautifulonewithvampireteeth

Danger:eywatchit(theylaughed)yesher,she

needsourhelpmyboy

Mike:imlisteningbuddah

Danger:wehavetogetsomeyoungfreshlittlegirl

forhergrandmother

Mike:what'shername?

Danger:AprilMoeti

Mike:(frowned)Moeti?Isitnotsurnameyamediya

gago(isnotyourgirlfriend'ssurname)

Danger:itis.It'shercousin'schild

Mike:oh(athoughtcrossedhismind)waitwhatis

thecousin'sname?

Danger:Mayashe'sdatingsomeguycalledJoshua

Kgang(Mikecoughedchoking)areyouok?



Mike:dudethosearemybosses

Danger:ohsoyouaregoingtochoose2kover15K?

Mike:15what?

Danger:youheardmeboy

Mike:letmethinkaboutitmyguyijustcameoutof

prisonsoyouknowthedrill

Danger:wedon'thavetimeMike.Let'smeetlater

tonightbecauseitlooksliketheyhaveafuneral

tomorrowsowecanstrikethen

Mike:(sighedclosinghiseyes)okokseeyoulater

Danger:sureboy(theyhung)

Mike:Dangerman,Dangereish(sighed)but15kis

notbadandagainthatstupidMayathoughtshe

couldtellmewheretogetoffearliermxm.Ahno15

skotoinside

Hesaidgoingbacktohisfood.



THATEVENING

AtJoshua'shouse...

Motlhakephahamang,haramaru

Kesialefatshe,lamatlhoko

Ketlanekebinekebekefinyelle

KebekefinyellehoMorena,hoMorena...

Theysangas8mencarriedthebrowncasketinto

thehousewhileMayasoftlyrubbedhercrying

mother'sarm.

^

^

^

^

^
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Pastor:weliftoureyestoyouLordwhereourhelp

cometh.Lordblessandbewiththisfamilytonight

astheywillbepreparingtolaytheirlovedoneto

resttomorrowinJesusmightynamewepray.

Amen

All:amen

Pastors:announcementsplease

MrK:therearen'tmuchannouncementsbutonly

thatourprogramwillstartat06:00amasyoucan

seeontheprogramsyouhave.Thedeceased's

childalsorequeststhatyoukindlyrespectthe

theme.MrLentswewasonemanwhodidn'tjoke

aroundwhenitcametofashion.Hewasaverywell

dressedmaninhisyouthdayssopleaselet'sall

respectthatandcomeontime.Thankyou.Im

awarethatrefreshmentsarewaitingforyououtside



kindlygrabwhat'syoursthenweshallmeetagain

tomorrowat06:00sharp.Thankyouoncemore

Theyalldispersedwhilethefamilyremainedinthe

roomastheyputavailaroundthecasket.They

madetheirwayoutasMaraandLydiacornered

Maya...

Maya:bathongguys.Ohbeforeanythingyoumet

mybrother'sfianceeright?

Lydia:yesattheparty

Maya:iwasoverwhelmedthenidon'tknowwhogot

toknowwho(theylaughed)

Mara:noweweresayingYaya,haveyouplanneda

littlesomethingaftertheburial?

Maya:Maradoyouforgetyouarepregnant?(They

laughed)

Mara:noYayaweneedtoletlooseandunwind

Lydia:MaraisrightYayait'svitalafteramorning



liketomorrow

Maya:soyouguysalreadyknowhowtomorrowis

goingtogo?

Lydia:it'sagivenfact(theylaughed)

Maya:speaktoyourbrother

Mara:noyouaretheladyofthehousenowsowe

areobservingprotocol

Maya:(smiled)aslongasit'ssmallandintimate

Mara:that'smygirl.Thisiswhyiloveyou.Weare

theproswhenitcomestosmallandintimate.Just

tellmewhoyourfriendsareandiwilltakecareof

therest

Maya:y'allwillnevermissanopportunitytoparty

neh?

Both:never

TheylaughedwithLesediputtingMayainthe

middlegoingoutsidewhilefromadistanceBianca

watchedthemandrolledhereyes.Bythecars



outsideMorriscalledLewiswhowenttohimafter

gettinghischargerinthecar...

Lewis:hi

Morris:yeah.Itlookslikeit'sgoingtobeagreat

sendoffneh

Lewis:indeed.Apityhislifewascutshortafterhe

justmethisdaughter

Morris:Godalwayshashisownplans

Lewis:truethat

Morris:howareyouholdingup?

Lewis:iwillbefineandyourself?

Morris:takingeachdayasitcomes

Lewis:(sighed)itotallyunderstand

Morris:Lewiswhathappenedbetweenusisvery

painfulyouhonestlybrokemyheartbutican'tshy

awayfromthefactthatiloveyou(henodded)ilove

youenoughtoworkonforgivingyouonlyifyou

helpmeto



Lewis:areyoubeingserious?Youdon'thavetoask

ofcourseiwouldbewillingtobeapartofthat

journey

Morris:it'snotgoingtobeeasybutimwillingto

giveyouasecondchance

Lewis:iknowandunderstandthat.Thankyouso

much

Morris:thingshappenLewisbutastheysaylove

conquersallandihopeourlovewillconquerthis

andiwon'tregretmydecision

Lewis:trustmeyouwon'tandforyoutonotregretit

youshouldstartthinkingpositively

Morris:(smiled)sobacktosquareone?

Lewis:ifitmeansbuildingsomethingstrongeryes

(hesmiled)

Morris:(clearedhisthroat)hi,mynameisMorris

Tlotloandiwouldlovetogettoknowyoubetter

Lewis:(smiled)himynamehisLewisMachanai

wouldbedelightedtowelcomeyouintomyworld

andbeapartofyourstoo



Morris:ohthat'ssweet,dinnertomorrow?

Lewis:justtellmethetimeandplace

Morris:wonderful.Haveagoodevening

Lewis:youtoo

HegrabbedLewis'sarmandsoftlyrubbeditsmiling

asLewissmiledbackathim.Hegotinhiscarand

droveoffwhileLewissmiledgoingbackintothe

yard.BytheothercornerJoshuastoodwith10well

builtmenwhoworeblacksuits...

Joshua:whatwillbehappeningtomorrowisvery

simplemyguysallineedfromyouistobealertof

everyoneespeciallythekids.Beawareof

everythingaroundusok

All:yessir

Joshua:wewillbegrievingsochancesoflosing

focusarehighthat'swhereyoucomein.Anychild

relatedtomeormywifeshouldbeyourpriority

understood?



All:understood

Joshua:thankyou.Wewillseeoneanother

tomorrow

TheyleftasheturnedtoTitusstandingbehindhim...

Joshua:ohswarrididn'tseeyouthere

Titus:ididn'twanttodisturb

Joshua:yeahjustwantedtomakesuresecurityis

tighttomorrowbecauseafterwhatmymomtoldus

wecannotbesureofwhatthatwomanisplanning

Titus:Ronaisaproblemneh

Joshua:averyhugeone

Titus:yeahbuthopefullyshewillbegoneforgood

thistime

Joshua:yeahwecanonlyhope.What'supyoulook

disturbedalittle

Titus:(sighed)idon'tevenknowifishouldbedoing



thisbutiamgoingtoanyway

Joshua:wearefamilymansodon'tbeafraidtoask

anythingfromme

Titus:thewayyouhavebeenlookingoutformy

sisterhashonestlyinspiredmetobeabetterman

butican'thelpandthinkimfailingmywoman

Joshua:haveyouspokentoheraboutthis?

Titus:yeahandshesaysshelovesmeandnotmy

things

Joshua:thenbelievehermyguy.Wewillneverbe

onthesamelevelashumanbeingsandjust

becauseimgivingMayaeverythingintheworld

mightnotmeanwearehappy,whatifimabusing

herbehindcloseddoors?Whatifimdoingitto

provetomyfriendsofhowrichiamortosatisfymy

ego?Notsayingimdoingallthoseorwhatimdoing

forherisnotgenuinebutwhatiwanttosaynever

envywhathappensinanotherman'shomeorelse

youwillloseyourselfalongtheway.Yestakingcare

ofourwomenisourpriorityasmenbutit'snot

goingtobethesamewhatcanbethesameiswhat



comesfromtheheart.YouandLesediloveone

anotherbruhandyourlovestoryhonestlyinspires

metobeabettermanandhusbandtoyoursister

becausesheknowswhatloveisandwhatitlooks

likefromyouandLesedi

Titus:thanksmanbutiwanttodobetter.It'sbeen5

yearssinceiengagedherandyouknowwhatthe

streetsalwayssayaboutthis

Joshua:let'sstartoffbyaskingifyouarefinancially

ready

Titus:almostthere

Joshua:goodyoushouldfocusonthatand

communicatewithherandagainabigandfancy

weddingisnotmarriage.Marriageiswhathappens

aftertheweddingday.Doyouwanttobeleftwith

debtsafteryourweddingday?Ofcoursenotso

savingisveryimportant.Ifyoubadlywanttomake

heryourwife,sitherdownandintroducetheideaof

goingtothecustomarycourtandsignthenyouwill

throwahugecelebrationaftersometimelet'ssay

maybeonyour5thanniversary



Titus:(smiled)that'sagreatidea

Joshua:yesbutrememberdon'tforceitonher.

Maybeshe'swillingtowaitforthefinancestobe

goodyouneverknowthat'swhyisaysitherdown

Titus:igotyou

Joshua:oneotherthingareyousatisfiedwithyour

job?

Titus:notreally

Joshua:what'syourpassionwhatwasyourdream

jobgrowingup?

Titus:iwantedtobeeverything(theychuckled)

Joshua:wouldyoubewillingtobroadenyour

Businessknowledge?

Titus:yeah

Joshua:iheardMayasayyouareaverybrightman

sohowaboutifixyouascholarshipthenenrolona

businesscoursestartingwithcertificatethenmove

ontodegree?

Titus:(smiled)areyoubeingseriousrightnow?



Joshua:yesiamwhiledoingallthisiwillalso

mentoryouintoanykindofbusinessyouwantto

do.Thatmeansyouwillbeworkingsidetosidewith

me

Titus:ahJoshuamyman

Joshua:that'swhatbrother'sdoforoneanother

isn'tit?

Titus:true

Joshua:butyouhavetomakesureyoutakeyour

studiesveryseriousbecauseiloveinvestingon

goodideas

Titus:trustmeyouwon'tregretitmyman.Thank

yousomuch.Thisisgoingtomakemywomanso

happy

Joshua:afterallwealldeservetowinandbehappy

Theyhuggedandlaughedjoiningtheothers.

AtDoreen'shouse...



Miketookoffhishatashemadehiswayinthe

housewherehefoundDangerandtheladiesinthe

sittingroom...

Mike:goodevening

All:evening

Danger:mamathisistheguyiwastalkingabout

Dipuo:(withherlipscurved)notsobadhelookslike

someonewhowoulddoagoodjobatthis

Danger:trustmehewon'tdisappoint

Dipuo:soyoubriefedhimright?

Danger:yesmamaheknowswhattodo

Dipuo:good.Youngboyidon'ttakewellto

disappointmentsdoweunderstandeachother?

Mike:eemma

Dipuo:doyouhaveanyadvantagetopullthisoff?

Mike:imactuallyanemployeeattheircompanyso



itwillbeeasytotakeherasiwillbeatthefuneral

service

Dipuo:ohperfectthenwehaveawinningplanhere

Mike:yes.IbelieveDangertoldyouhowioperate

Dipuo:yes(tookoutanenvelope)hereissomething

tomotivateyou.P7.5Kinthere.Youwillgetthe

balanceoncethechildhishere

Mike:wonderful.(Tooktheenvelope)let'smeet

againtomorrow

Hecheckedinsideandtheblueandpurplenotes

wereinthere.Heputitinhisjacketandmadehis

wayout...

Dipuo:nowwearegoodtogo.Menwanaphezulu

howisyourfingermygirl(theylaughed)

Doreen:stopmakingfunofmymothergrannyao

Matshidiso:youarehappyilostapartofmyfinger

neh?



Dipuo:aocomeonmyloveimjustteasingyou

Matshidiso:mxm

Theylaughed.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtJoshua'shouse...

Thepraiseandworshipteamtooktheirseatswhile

inafigurehuggingandglitteringlongdressMaya

exhaledstandinginfrontofeveryonewhilethe

pianistplayedsomesoftnotes.Helookedather

father'scoffinasemotionsgotthebetterofher.

SheturnedawayasJoshuarushedtoherwhilethe

pianistcontinuedtoplay...

Joshua:areyouoklove?(Shenodded)willbeyou

beabletocarryon?



Maya:yeah

Joshua:ok.Itwillbeokneh.Iloveyoubaby.Be

strong.

Hesoftlywipedhertearandkissedhercheekand

wentbacktohisseatassheturnedandsniffed...

Maya:firstlyletmesaythankyoutoeveryonewho

madeithere.Yourpresenceishighlyappreciated.

(Sheexhaled)oknowtothemanlyinginfrontofus

today,(swallowed)papaihadafewdayswithyou

butigrewfondofyou.Youwerereallyacharming

manandiseewhymamafellinlovewithyou(they

smiled)youhadawarmheartandwerethe

grandfathermychildrenneededintheirlivesin

thosefewdays.Iwish...(swallowedandexhaled)i

wishGodwouldhave...(exhaledastearscame)i

wishhewouldhavegivenusmoretimepapa

becauseiwantedtogettoknowyoumore(they

rolleddown)youdidn'tdeservetolivethelifeyou

liveddadandibelieveifwasn'tforityouwouldstill



beheretoday.Yourlaughfilledthewholehouse

followedbyyourstrongcoughandwakingupto

thateverydaygavemehopepapa.Imeanyouwere

supposedtowalkmedowntheisledad.You...

Sheheldhermouthshakingherheadastearsrolled

downwhileKeneilwerushedtoher...

Maya:(sighed)youweresupposedtoseeyour

daughterinthatwhitedressimeanit'severy

father'sdreamtoseetheirchildtakethathugebut

thenagainGodhadotherplans.ResteasyVictor

Lentswemychildrenandiwillwithourentirefamily

willalwaystreasurethemomentswehadwithyou.

Thankyouforteachingmyboythosecardtricks

nowhe'sschoolingeveryone.Iloveyoudad

Shesniffedgoingtoherseatwhilethepraiseteam

stooduptosinganothersongwhilePastorTaolo

madehiswaytothepodium.



InPrison...

Makiquietlysatinacornerashercellmatewentto

her...

Lady:areyouok?

Maki:theyareburyinghimtoday

Lady:who?

Maki:myhusband

Lady:ohok

Maki:butiftheythinktheyaregoingtoeasilytake

meoutlikethatthentheyhaveanotherthing

coming.Imgoingtohaveallhisassetsfrozen

Lady:alady'sgottodowhatshecan

Maki:theywon'tknowwhathitthem.Theyforget

thatVictorhasachildwithmeandimstilllegally

hiswifesoeverythingbelongstomydaughterandi



Lady:lwamosadi,mosadikentwamydear(fight

woman)

Makiclickedhertongueandwipedatearwhileat

thephoneboothPreciouspunchedinMmaLuke's

number...

MmaLuke:Hello?

Precious:Cynthiait'sPrecious

MmaLuke:wheredoyougetoffcallingmebymy

firstname?

Precious:ihavesomethingforyou

MmaLuke:afteryoufailedmetheothertimeyou

thinkI'mgoingtobelieveyounow?

Precious:butthisismuchbetterthanwhat

happenedthelasttime

MmaLuke:I'mlistening

Precious:youpaiddamagesforthesechildrenright?



MmaLuke:yes

Precious:wordonthestreetsays.Mayaisgetting

marriedandthismanistakinginthekidsaswell

MmaLuke:mma?Who'skids?

Precious:yourkidsmylove,yourkids

MmaLuke:overmydeadbody.Notafteripaid

damagesforthosekids.

Precious:exactlymypointsoifiwereyouiwould

makesureidoeverythinginmypowertostopthis

facadeofaweddingfromhappening

MmaLuke:whodoesthisMayagirlthinksheis?

(Scoffed)she'sgoingtoknowme

Precious:gogetwhat'syoursMmaLuke

MmaLuke:yesesmanthischild

SheclickedhertonguehangingupwhilePrecious

smiledputtingthephoneonthehook...



Precious:checkmateMaya

Shelaughedleavingthephoneboothwhileinthe

visitingareaDipuotookherseat...

Rona:and?

Dipuo:everythinghastakenshape

Rona:goodaftergettingthatchildtakehertothis

man

ShelookedaroundandsubtlyslidapapertoDipuo

whosubtlytookitandopenedit...

Rona:alltheinformationyouneedisinthere.He

willknowwhattodoandafterhedoesiteverything

thatscreamsSeikanyengwillcomecrumblingdown

Dipuo:whataboutyou?

Rona:imabigwomanilongcutmytieswithMoeti



ancestorssothiswon'taffectme

Dipuo:ohisee

Rona:makesureallthishappenstoday

Dipuo:yesRonaanythingtostopallthisnonsense

fromhappening

Rona:good

Dipuoputthepieceofpaperinherbreastsand

walkedoutwhileRonasatbacksmiling...

Rona:tick-tocktick-tock.It'soverforyouMaya

Moeti

Shesoftlylaughedmakingherwayoutwhileone

manfromanothertablestoodupandfollowed

Dipuoout.Hewaitedforhertodriveoutandsubtly

followedher.



Atthegraveyards...

AfterputtingthecasketontheloweringbeltsMaya

tookagulpofwaterandstoodinfrontofthemicas

thekeyboardstartedplaying...

Keithegilekawenamolopolli

OModimo(repeat)

Keithegile

Team:keithegilekawenamolopolli

OModimo

Theypressedtheloweringbuttonasthecoffin

startedtogodownslowly.Keneilwebowedher

headandsilentlycriedasGlidiasoftlyrubbedher

handgivingheratissue...



Maya: Kewenatselannetelebophelo

Keithegile..

Team:keithegile(kawenaRamasedi)kawena

Maya:kewenatselayannetelebophelobosa

felengyeah

Team:keithegilekawena

Maya:tsalefatshe

Team:tsalefatshe(tsonadintatlhile)dintatlhile

(Moyawakayeah)Moyawaka(onyoretswewena)

onyoretswewena

Maya:matlhokoalefatshelena(tearsrolleddown)

Team:tsalefatshe

Maya:ampheditseholekaneMorenaJeso

Team:dintatlhile

Maya:moyawakaobatlawena

Team:moyawaka(obatlawena)onyoretswewena

Maya:(hitthehighnotecrying)tsalefatshe!(Tsa

lefatshe)tsonadintatlhile(dintatlhile)moyawaka



olabalabelawena(moyawaka)tauyalelokolajuta

wenafela(onyoretswewena)jwalokakgamae

labalabelametsi(tsalefatshe)moyawaakao

labalabelawena(dintatlhile)wenafelaMorena

Jeso(moyawakaonyoretswewena)(theteam

stoppedsingingasshecarriedon)tsalefatshedi

ntatlhileMoyawakaonyoretswewena,tsalefatshe,

tsalefatshelotlhetsonadintatlhile,moyawakao

nyoretswewena

Shesquattedcryinghereyesoutshakingherhead

whilethekeyboardcontinuedtoplayasJoshua

attendedtoher.Thattimeeveryonefeltallthe

emotionsshewasfeelingandembarkedonthe

journeywithherexceptforafewpeople.Itwastrue,

Mayahadanangelicvoiceandeachtimeshehita

noteonewouldfeeltheheavensopenonthem.

Aprilcheckedherwaterbottleanditwasempty.

Shelookedaroundtheeldersthatweresurrounding

herandtheywerecrying.Shedecidedtolook

aroundwhereextrawatercanbeashereyeslocked

withthoseofasmilingMike.Heusedhisfingersto



callherasshefrownedlookingathergrandmother.

ShelookedbackatMikeandhestillcalledherand

showedherabottleofwaterasshestoodup.

^

^

^

^

^
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Man:(touchedhisearandspokewithhisteeth

clenched)3'oclock

Man2:I'mwithhim

Man3:areyousure?

Man2:yesiwanttoseewhathisintentionsare,I've

beenwatchinghim.9'oclocksoftlyturnto2o'clock



Man4:ok

HeturnedandsawAprilgoingstraighttoMike's

direction...

Man2:6o'clockblockhimnow

Man5:excusemesir

Miketurnedwithafrownonhisfacetoamanhe

didn'tknowwherehecamefrom...

April:canipleasehavewater?

Mike:yes.

Man5:iwilltakecareofher

Man2:youcomewithme

Mike:(frowned)what?

Man2:ihaveafewquestionsforyou



Mike:whatdididonow?

Man2:justcomewithme.Youseethatpeopleare

mourningheresolet'snotcauseascene

Mike:noidon'tunderstandwhy...

Themanmovedhisjacketandshowedhimhisgun

asheswallowedwithhisheartbeatingfast...

Man2:thechoiceisyours

Mikelookedathimandhereallylookedlikeone

whodoesn'tmisswhenheputshisfingeronthe

trigger.Hadtheybeenwatchinghim?Howdidthey

evenknowhewasplanningsomething?Washe

goingbacktojail?Thosearethequestionshe

askedhimselfastheymadetheirwaytothevan.

MeanwhileAprilsighedafterdrinkingherwaterand

madewaybacktothegazebo...



April:whydopeoplecrywhenapersonhasgoneto

heaven?

Man5:it'sbecausetheywerenotreadyforthe

persontogoandthefactthattheywillonlysee

themwhentheygotoheavenhurtsthemmore

April:butshouldn'twebehappy?Isheavennota

goodplacetobe?

Man5:itisagoodplacetobe.It'sjustthatweare

neverreadytosaygoodbyetothepeoplewelove

April:okbutidon'tlikeseeingmymomcry

Man5:shewillbefinedon'tworry.Whatiwantyou

todoformeisbecarefulofpeopleoknevergotoa

personyoudon'tknowwhentheycallyouok

April:ok.Whoareyou?

Man5:(smiled)yournewbestfriend

April:(stoppedandturnedwithafrown)huh?

Man5:yes

April:butyouareoldwhywouldibecomefriends

withanoldperson?



Man5:becausetheyaregoingtoprotectyou

whereveryouare

April:ohok

Man5:yesma'am

ShewenttoherseatandsoftlychatwithHerbert

whiletheyfinishedcoveringVictor'sgrave.Joshua

wenttohismotherandwhisperedinherearasshe

madeherwayoutwithMrKgang...

Maya:wherearetheygoing?

Joshua:iaskedthemtoattendtosomethingforme

Maya:ok

Joshua:don'tyouwantwater?

Maya:noimok

OutsidethegraveyardGlidiaandhusbandmade

wayintotheSUVwhereMikewaswith3guards...



Glidia:what'sgoingonhere?

Man2:ma'amasMrKganginstructedustowatch

overeveryoneinoticedsomethingoffaboutthis

man.HecalledAprilwithhisfingersandthoughtno

onewaswatching

Mike:shelookedlikesheneededmyhelp

MrK:whathelp?Doessheknowyou?

Mike:noshedoesn't.Inoticedthatherwaterwas

finishedasshelookedatherbottle.Ithencalledher

tocomegetwater

Glidia:doyouworkforthefuneralparlour?

Mike:no

Glidia:nowhat?

Mike:(swallowed)noma'am

Glidia:whosentyou?

Mike:mma?

MrK:youheardthequestion



Mike:imnotsentbyanyone

MrK:myboyweknowaliarwhenweseeoneso

don'tyoudaretryuslikethat

Glidia:nonoleavehimhewilltalk.Boysmakesure

hedoesn'tgoanywhere

All:yesma'am

TheymadetheirwaybackwhileMikesighedand

shookhishead.MeanwhileontheroadDipuo

frownedandstoppedforaladywholookedheavily

pregnantandinpain...

Dipuo:sorrydearareyouok?

Lady:iminlabourandpeopledon'twanttostopfor

me

Dipuo:Batswanaruri.Comeinletmetakeyouto

thenearesthospital

Lady:thankyousomuchihopeimnot

inconveniencingyou



Dipuo:noyoudon'tlookok

Theladywentinthebackandsighedsittingback...

Dipuo:howlonghaveyoubeenilabour?

Lady:(texting)theyjuststarted

Dipuo:ohokyouarestillfarfromgivingbirth.Isit

yourfirstchild?

Lady:(corkedhergun)pullover

Dipuo:(heatskipped)heebathong!?

Lady:isaidpullover

Stillconfusedwithherheartracingacarcut

throughhersandstoppedinfrontofherasshe

quicklyhitthebrakeswhileamancameoutofthe

othercarshowingagununderhisjacket...

Dipuo:bathonggodiragalaeng(what'sgoingon)



Lady:getoutofthecar

Dipuo:what?

Man:youheardher.Out

Dipuo:bongwanakathisisnotthewayto...

Man:stoptalkingandgetout

Hesaidopeningthedoorforherassheswallowed...

Dipuo:imoldenoughtobeyourmother.Please

don'tdothis

Man:yetyouhavethegutstowanttomakeanother

person'slifealivinghell.Out!

Hepulledheroutwhiletheladygotoutaswell...

Dipuo:butithought...

Lady:thoughtwhat?



Shelaughedtakingoutapillowfromherdress

whileDipuoswallowedterrified.Shehopedfora

savinggracebutthatwasafarfetcheddreamas

themanledhertohiscarwhereshefound2other

meninside.Themangotinthedriver'sseatand

tookoffwhiletheladyfollowedtheminDoreen's

carandcalledGlidia.

AttheAdiole's...

Kelechiquietlymadewaytothekitchenwhileher

niecelookedathersittingonthediningtable...

Sundae:goodmorningtoyoutoo

Kelechi:ohhi

Sundae:whyareyouupsolateandwhydidyounot

gotothefuneral?

Kelechi:idon'tlikefunerals.Ilongwokeupjustthat



iwaspacking

Sundae:(frowned)packing?Areyougoingbackto

London?

Kelechi:ofcoursenotbutimgoingtomyhouse

Sundae:oh?

Kelechi:yesimanagedtofindanapartmentherein

thecitysoimmovingtoday

Sundae:butyoudon'thavefurnitureaunty

Kekechi:it'safullyfurnishedapartmentandagain

it'sjusttemporarywhileilookforaproperhouse

Sundae:whydoyouhavetostayinanapartment

whileyoursisterhasahugehouse?

Kelechi:idon'twanttobeinanyone'sspace

Sundae:butthemoneyyouareusingonrentyou

couldheputtingittowardsthehouseyouwantto

get

Kelechi:andwhendidyoubecomeafinancial

advisor?

Sundae:justmyopinionaunty



Kelechi:didiaskforit?

Sundae:sorry

Kelechi:mindyourownbusinessyounggirl(the

gatebellrang)thatmustbethemovingvan.Open

Sundae:ithoughtyouwouldwaitformomand

auntyChitocomeback

Kelechi:Sundaestoptalkingandopenthegate

Shesaidgoingtothebedroomwhileashocked

Sundaeshookherheadopening.

AtJoshua'shouse...

Everyonesataroundthetablesastheygotserved

uncludingthefamily...

Glidia:ineedtogetgoing

Joshua:whereareyougoingmayouknowwehave



somethingtotakecareof

Maya:ihonestlycan'tbelievemydaughteralmost

gottakenwhatiswrongwithpeople?Ineedthemto

pay

Glidia:ohtrustmeimgoingtomakesureofthat.

Joshuaimgoingtogettothebottomofthis.Ifeel

likeihaven'tbeendoingenough.Allofthishas

Ronawrittenalloverit

Maya:thiswomanwon'trestuntilsheseesme6

feetright?(Joshuarubbedherthigh)

MrK:don'tworrymychildwehavegotyourback

wearegoingtomakesurewegetridofherforgood

Mara:it'ssosickeningthatsomefamilymembers

canbelikethis

Lydia:andweallknowwhotoblameforallofthis.

ImsorrymamaKbutyourmotherruinedyourlives

Keneilwe:don'tbesorrymychildit'sthetruth.She

indeedwasavilewomanandthesoonericutties

withthosepeoplethehappierandpeacefuliwillbe

Lesedi:yeahsometimesit'sgoodtodosoinorder



toprotectyourownpeaceandsanity.Thefirstday

TitusintroducedmetoRonaandherdaughteri

didn'tlikethemieventoldhimthatsamenightthat

yourmotherandsisterarenotgoodpeople.Wehad

averybigfightaboutitforweeks.Weevenbroke

upbutiguesswelovedoneanothertoomuchtolet

peopledictateourrelationship

Mara:loveconquersallmyloveandMayathatwas

goodofyoutosuggestmoresecurityimagineifwe

didn'thavethekidswatched

Maya:wewouldbecryingfoulrightnow.Honestly

speakingthoughimkindofscaredthatwhatif

somethinghappensandtheylosesightastime

goes?

Joshua:ihavegotthebestpeopleintownmylove

sodon'tworry.Ihavealsomadesurethatthe

trackingdevicesonourcarsareuptodate

Maya:butthisisnotahealthywayofliving.

Lookingoveryourshouldereverytimeisnotnice

Glidia:itwillsoonbeover.Letmegetgoingguys

MrK:besafemylove



Glidia:thankshoney.Seeyouguyslaterdonothave

toomuchfunbeforeigetbackok

Theylaughedasshemadeherwayoutwithoneof

theguardsfollowingher.

AtDoreen'shouse...

Shesighedshakingherheadtryingher

grandmotheragainbutherphonewasstillnot

goingthrough...

Doreen:noweneedtocallthepolicemawecan't

sitlikethis.It'sbeenhoursnow

Matshidiso:maybeshewentintoamallandher

batterydiedDoreen

Doreen:still,sheshouldbebackbynow

Matshidiso:didyounotsuggestthatyougowith

her?



Doreen:ididbutyouknowhowdifficultyour

mothercanbe.

Matshidiso:sheknowswhyshedidn'twantyouto

gowithher.Let'sjustwaituntil1pmthenwewill

callthepolice

Doreen:ihaveabadfeelingaboutthis(Danger

camein)and?

Danger:hisphoneisnotgoingthrough

Doreen:nothisisnotright.Somethinghas

happened.Imsurethosepeoplelonggotbackfrom

thegravesidetheyshouldhavespreadtheword

aboutamissingchildbynow

Danger:maybehewantstolaylowabit

Doreen:whylaylow?Wehavetoogetitmoving

Danger:whydon'tyoucalloneofthepeoplethere

andcheckifthere'sanythinghappening?

Matshidiso:wearenotingoodtermswiththose

peoplesoit'sgoingtogiveusaway.Wedidn'teven

knowVictorthatwellwhywouldweallofsudden

checkuponthemafterthechildgoesmissing?



Doreen:momisrightwewillbethrowingourselves

underthebus

Danger:thenwehavenochoicebuttowait

Doreen:eish

Shesighedthrowingherselfonthecouchwhilea

notbotheredMatshidisocheckedherbandaged

fingerout.

BackatJoshua'shouse...

WiththegateopenMmaLukeparkedhercarin

frontofthegateandgotoffboiling...

MmaLuke:baloi!(Witches)

Everyoneturnedastheguardsblockedherway...



MmaLuke:moveoutofmyway!MayaMoetiiwant

mychildrenandiwantthemnow!

IntheshadeMayaslowlylookedatJoshuawho

askedhertotryandstaycalm...

Guard:youcan'tcomeinhere

MmaLuke:imnothereforyouimhereforthatchild

thief.Iwantmychildrenyoulittlewitch!

Maya:youknowwhatthatdoesit!

Sheclickedhertongueandstormedofftothegate

whileLydiastoppedJoshuawhowantedtofollow

her...

Maya:whatisyourproblem?Doyouthinkthisa

freedomsquare?Can'tyouhearthesemensaying

youcan'tcomeinhere?

MmaLuke:iwantmychildren



Maya:whichchildren?Thelasttimeicheckedyou

hadonechildandifirememberverywellhe's6feet

undersoidon'tknowwhichotherchildrenyouare

talkingabout

MmaLuke:areyoualllisteningtoher?Areyouall

listeningtothiswitchinsultme!?

Mareledi:friendcalmdown

Maya:noMarelediimnotgoingtocalmdown.Im

sosickofpeoplethinkingtheycandowhatever

theywantwithmylife.Youbetterleavethisyard

beforeicallthepoliceonyouCynthia

MmaLuke:idon'tknowwhatmysonsawinyou.

Youarenothingbutanexcuseforahumanbeing

Mara:excuseme?Areyouseriouslygoingtoinsult

anotherwomaninherownhome?Don'tyouhave

somebeansorcorntosievebecauseyouare

honestlyembarassingyourselfrightnow

MmaLuke:iseeyouhavespokespersonsnow.

Whatisit?Isitthatcheapring?

Joshua:oknowthat'swhereidrawtheline(hesaid



holdingMaya'swaist)

MmaLuke:(scoffed)iguessyouarethehusbandto

be.Letmetellyoumyboyshe'sgoingtofinishyou

offandkillyou

Lesedi:don'tyoudarecomparemysister'shusband

withthatpatheticandexcuseforahumansonof

yours

MmaLuke:omangwena?(Whoareyou)

Titus:someoneyoudon'twanttoevenexchange

bitterwordswithbecauseyouwillleavethisplace

withyour2secondsoffameinshambles

MmaLuke:MayaMoetiiwantmychildren

Keneilwe:younotgoingtotakeanychildrenmy

lovedealwiththat

MmaLuke:andyouare?

Keneilwe:thegrandmothertheyhavealways

deserved.Leave

MmaLuke:ifyouthinkimgoingtoletyoumarryoff

yourpatheticdaughterwithmyson'schildrenthen

youhaveanotherthingcoming



Alexander:andthat'swhereiwillcomein.Idon't

mindgettingitdownwithyouincourtsweetlady.

MmaLuke:ipaiddamagesforthosekidstheyare

mine

MrKgang:wewillthenreturnthosedamages5

timesfoldeven

MmaLuke:(chuckled)awholeclanisee.Watchme

showyouwhatimcapableof

Alexander:noyouneedtogetgoing.Mayawhohas

fullcustodyofthesechildren?

Maya:it'sme

Alexander:thereforemamaitmeansthatevenif

shegetsmarriedshegetstodecidewetherher

childrentakeherhusband'snameornot.Weare

gratefulfordoingtherightthingwhenyourson

impregnatedherbutshe'sthemotherandshehas

thefinalsay

MmaLuke:soMayayouaregoingtobuyawedding

withmyson'schildren?

Maya:guardstakeheroutwehavegivenyou



enoughattention

Guard:ma'amLet'sgo

MmaLuke:don'ttouchme!(Clickedhertongue)this

isfarfromover!

ShewenttohercarwhileMayasmiledandwaved

ather...

Lydia:talkaboutbeingdramatic

Maya:imtiredoffightingmeaninglessfights

honestlycanpeopleleavemeinpeace?Urghman.

Nowanotherpersonweshouldbelookingoutfor,

imtired

Mareledi:don'tworryfriendwegotyourbackno

matterwhat

Theyheadedbacktotheshade.



InPrison...

GlidiapulledoutachairforDipuowholookedather

andtookherseat...

Glidia:(smiled)that'smygirl

Shewhisperedtotheguardashemadehiswayout

whileshesighedandtookherseat...

Glidia:what'stakingthemsolongwehaveplacesto

be

Dipuo:doyouknowyoucangetarrestedforthis?

Glidialookedatherandscoffedshakingherhead

whilethedoorsopend.Ronamadeherwaythrough

thembutfrozeseeingherauntseatedwithhernew

enemywhowassmiling...



Glidia:comeonnowdearwedon'thaveallday

Rona:(heldherwaist)kegoremosadikewenao

mpatlang?(Whatdoyouwantfrommewoman)

Guard:sitdown(shedid)

Rona:whatdoyouwantfromme?Dipuoreallynow?

Glidia:youareoneofthemostconnivingcunti

haveevercomeacrossmylove.Toevengoasfar

asdisrespectingyourevilmotherfromhergrave

justtoblockanotherperson'slife?Apersonwho

hasneverdoneyouwrong?Ronaisyourlifeboring

thatmuch?

Rona:soyousoldmeoutDipuo?

Glidia:ohnodearshedidn'tyoubothsold

yourselves.Youwantedtokillyourowngrandniece

Rona?Whatiswrongwithyou?

Rona:youknowwhatimnotgoingtositforthis.

Dipuoyouhavehonestlydisappointedme.Inever

thoughtyouwouldbesuchaweakling.Itrustedyou

Glidia:youarenotgoingtoevendenyit



Rona:mxm

Shesaidpushingherchairoutandturnedwalking

away...

Man:Rona

Herheartskippedabeatasshefrowned

recognizingthevoice.Dipuoturnedasherjaw

droppedtothefamiliarfacewhileRonaslowly

turned.Herheartdroppedtothestomachandfelt

dizzyasshelockedeyeswithherblastfromthe

past.Theguardscaughtherasshestaggeredback

almostfalling...

Dipuo:(shocked)Patrick?

Patrick:youthoughtiwasdeadright?

Dipuo:Ronawhatisgoingon?

Rona:(breathingheavily)ican't...ican't



brea...breath...

Patrick:iwanttoseethedaughteryousaidyou

aborted.Iwanthertoknowwhatkindofamother

hermotherisandtrustmewhenisayimgoingto

tellhereverything

ThosewordssentRona'sbloodpressuresky

rocketingasshemeltedintheguard'sarms.They

calledformedicalattentionwhileashockedDipuo

lookedatasmilingGlidia...

Dipuo:whoareyou?

Glidia:yourworstnightmareandifyouhaveany

skeletonsinyourclosetyoubettertakethemout

becauseimstillcomingforeachoneofyou.Youlot

havemessedwiththewrongperson.Kindlymake

sureshewakesupbecauseshehasalotof

answeringtodo

ShesmiledmoreasDipuoshookherheadoutof



wordswhilePatricktookhisseat.Justbylookingat

himyouwouldtellthathewaswelloff.Notrichbut

filthyrich.ThemedicsattendedtoRonawhilethe

doorsopenedagainwithConstableKerenggoingin.

HelookedaroundandsawGlidiathenwenttoher...

Kereng:mamaGimhere

Glidia:rightabouttime.Thereistheculprit(she

pointedatDipuo)

Dipuo:what!?

Kereng:idon'twanttofightwithyoumamaplease

comewithmetothestation

Dipuo:why?

Kereng:abductingahumanbeingisaseriouscrime

punishablebythelawevenwhenunsuccessfulbut

youarenowconsideredadangertothecommunity

Dipuo:wait,youcan't...

Glidia:isaidiamcomingforeachofyou.Takeher

awaymyson



Kereng:come

Dipuoswallowedandstoodupleadingthewayout

whileRonagainedherconsciousness.

^
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^
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^
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Nurse:herbloodpressureistoohighwearegoing

tohavetohospitaliseher

Glidia:nosheneedstoanswersomeimportant

questions.Ronamydearyouaresonotgoingto

escapethis



Nurse:imsosorrybutifyoureallywantthose

answersyouaregoingtohavetowaituntilshe's

better

Glidia:ohtrustmeiwill.

Nurse:pleasehelpustakehertothehospital

Fourguardscarriedheronthestretcherand

headedoutwhileGlidiasighedsittingback...

Glidia:she'ssoluckybutshewon'tbethenexttime

Patrick:sowhathappensnow?

Glidia:youaregoingtomeetupwithyourdaughter

andthisistheperfectchancewhileshe'sstill

hospitalised

Patrick:ican'tdotwovisitsinadaysoiwillhaveto

waitfortomorrow

Glidia:it'sstillnotaproblembecausethehospitalis

goingtodischargeheronlywhenherblood

pressuregoesdownanditmighttakeupto24to



48hrsifnot72

Patrick:okiwillseePrecioustomorrow.Ican't

believeilivedsolongthinkingihavenochild.

Thankyousomuchforfindingmeihopethisgoes

thewayiwantitto

Glidia:aslongasyoutellPreciouseverythingyou

toldmeimgood.Remembershe'saminiversionof

Ronabutistronglybelievethatafterhearingwhat

youhaveforhershe'sgoingtoviewlifeina

differentway

Patrick:that'salliwant

Glidia:wondeful.Let'sgetgoing

Sheledthewayoutsmiling.

Ontheirwayhome...

Lornatappedherfingersonthestirringwheel

singingalongtosomesoftgospelsounds...



Lorna:youknowMayacanmakeapersongoback

tochurch.Thatyoungwomancansingyoh.She

honestlymademeshedatearatthegraveyard

SheturnedtoDuncanwhoseemedtobemiles

away...

Lorna:imialoneinthiscar?Duncan?

Duncan:huh?Ohyeahsheisagoodsinger

Lorna:what'sgoingonwithyou?Whyareyouso

quiet?

Duncan:imthinkingaboutourson

Lorna:ohok

Duncan:whydoesitlooklikeyoudon'tcare?

Lorna:iactuallycare.Hadinotdonewhatididwe

wouldn'tbeheretoday.Youwouldprobablybe

buryingmetodayaswell



Duncan:(sighed)butSaintthoughwheredidhe

evengetthepoison?

Lorna:onlyhimcananswerthat.Idon'thateSaint

notatallijustwanthimtogobacktotheSaintthat

weknow.Iwanthimtoknowthatlifedoesnot

revolvearoundhim.Iwanthimtolearnsome

responsibility.Ifwekeeptip-toeingaroundhimwe

wouldnotbedoinghimanyjusticebecausehe

wouldthinkwhathedoesisright.IbelieveSaintis

stillagoodchildhejustneedstherightpunishment

forhimtogobacktotheSaintweknowandthis,is

therightpunishmentforthat

Duncan:butsometimeslove,prisonchanges

peoplefortheworst

Lorna:thejuvenilehasalotofservicesincluding

counselling

Duncan:fromwhatisawyesterdayidon'tsee

someonewhowouldgoforcounselling

Lorna:whatexactlydidyousaytohim?

Duncan:nothingmuchiwasstilltakenabackby

howbruisedandinpainhelooked



Lorna:(sighed)ihavetogoseehim.Iwilltrytotalk

tohimbutthisisthelasttimeDuncan.Ifthisboy

doesn'tshowanyinterestinchangingtheniwillbe

throwinginthetowel

Duncan:soyouaregoingtolethimrotinjail?Don't

youthinkthatwouldruinhisfuture?

Lorna:heshouldhavethoughtabouthisfuture

beforetryingtokillme.Imgoingtogivehimtimeto

convincemethathewantstochangeifimnot

convincedtheniwillbeleftwithnochoicebutlet

himservehispunishement.Iwilltalktothepolice

onthecasetodelaytheprocessjusttoseeifhe

willshowsomechange

Duncan:ijustwanttoliveinpeace.Imtiredofthis

backandforth

Lorna:mondayweareincourtwithPatienceare

youreadyforthat?

Duncan:(grunted)andthenthere'sthatone.Im

shockedshedidn'tcauseanydramawhenshe

cametoseeJunior'sgrave

Lorna:welliguesssherealisedthatit's



unnecessarybutimnotgoingtolethergo.Shehas

hurtmeinfactthetwoofyouhavehurtme

Heswallowedlookingoutthewindowwhileshe

increasedtheradiovolumestoppingbythetraffic

lights.Anothercarstoppednexttohersastheman

rolleddownhiswindow.Hehithishooterasshe

rolleddownherssmiling...

Man:hi

Lorna:hihowcanibeofhelp?

Man:nahijustwantedtosayyouareabeautiful

lady

Lorna:(smiled)ohthankyou(Duncanfrowned

sittingback)

Man:doyoumindgivingmeyournumber?

Lorna:(chuckled)justtakemyplatenumberandgo

totransporttheywillgiveyoumynumber(they

laughed)



Man:youknowthat'snotpossible.Pleasegiveme

yournumberi...(Duncanshowedhisface)ohsorry

Lorna:what?(Turnedandlaughed)oh

Man:sorrytobotheryouhey

Lorna:ohnonodon'tworry.(Checkedthe

remainingtimeforthelightstoopen)mynumberis

72......(shegaveittohim)andmynameisLorna

Man:ohnicenamemynameisHerold.Iwillcall

you.Nicemeetingyoubrother

HesteppedontheacceleratoraswellasLorna

whileDuncanlookedatherwithafrownon...

Lorna:(smiled)what?

Duncan:youaregoingtogiveyournumberto

anothermanjustlikethatinmypresence?

Lorna:ahahwhatifthismanismykeytothe

businessiwanttostart?

Duncan:whichbusinessthatidonotknowof?



Lorna:hadyouspenttimewithyourwifesometime

agoyouwouldknowthatihavebeenworkingona

proposalforabusinessbutnoyouchosetorun

aroundwiththehelpandno,unlikeyouirespectmy

marriage

Shesangalongtothesongplayingintheradio

whileanembarrassedDuncanswallowedand

sighedlookingoutside.

AtDoreen'shouse...

Doreen:noguysit'sbeenwaytoolongnowim

callingthepoliceandyourfriendisnotsaying

anythingeither

Matshidiso:callthemwhatareyouwaitingfor

Shetookherphoneanddialledthetoll-freepolice

lineasaknockcamethroughatthedoor.Danger

wenttoopenonlytobumpinto2femaleand1



policeofficers...

Danger:(swallowed)gooddayofficers

Doreen:(hungup)ohthankGod.Officersmy

grandmother...

Officer:(openedthedoorwide)weneedyouallto

comewithus

All:what?

Officer:yes.Youallhavebeenarrestedforbeing

accomplicesinplanstokidnapaminor

Matshidiso:wareacco-what?Rraetshoweknow

nothing

Officer:ma'amwewouldhatetouseanykindof

forceonyoupleaseworkwithus.Come

Matshidiso:guysican't...

Officer:eish(tookoutthecuffsandarrestedDanger)

Ladies:hey!

Officer:anythingyousayordowillbeusedagainst



youinthecourtoflaw

Doreen:youarehurtingme!

Officer:youhavetherighttoremainsilentandthe

righttoalawyer

Matshidiso:myfinger!Ouch!

Officer:ifyoucan'taffordalawyerthestateshall

provideyouwithone.Come!

HepushedDangeroutwhilethefemaleofficers

camewithDoreenandhermother.Theylockedthe

houseanddroveoutwiththemwhilethe

neighbourslookedon.

AtJoshua'shouse...

Lucasplayedsomemusicfromyoutubethrough

thehometheaterandplayedwiththekidswhilethe

eldershadagoodtime.Theylaughedoutloudas

Lewistoldthemwhattheyusedtogetupto...



Maya:honeyiwasstillyoungthensopleasedon't

mindhim

Joshua:butipickedityouknow.Ifeellikeyou

wouldthrowinafewgoodpunchesgivenachance

Maya:bathongidon'tknowhowtofight.Imean

whofightswithnailslikemineipaidalotforthese

youknow

TheylaughedsomemorewhileMarelediturnedto

Ajaxandnoticedthathewasmilesaway...

Mareledi:Ajax?Hey

Ajax:hmm?Oh(chuckled)sorry

Mareledi:what'sonyourmind?

Ajax:nothing

Mareledi:areyousure?

Ajax:yesimsure



Mareledi:pleasebehonestwithmebecauseyou

haven'tbeenyourselfthepastfewdays

Ajax:imfineit'sjustthatworkisstressingmeabit

Mareledi:andyousayyouarefine

Ajax:yeahidon'twantyoutoworry

Mareledi:howcaninotworrywhenicanpickit

fromyourtexts

Ajax:imsorrydarlingitwon'thappenagain

Mareledi:ihopeso.Isitanythingicanhelpyou

withandevenifican'tyoucanjusttellme.Talking

helpsyouknow

Ajax:it'sjustthatimworkingonareportandthere

arefewthingsmissingsothat'sgoingtomakeme

looklikeidon'tpayattentiontomywork

Mareledi:anythingtodowiththeconductors?

Ajax:idon'tdealwiththemidealwiththeperson

whodealswiththem

Mareledi:thentheproblemmustbefromthat

personwhatyoucandoiscontactthemandfind



outwhat'shappening

Ajax:yeahimplanningtodosotomorrow

Mareledi:good.Don'tbetoosadmanyoudon'tlook

goodwhenyouaresad

TheylaughedwhileMayacamewith30seconds

gameastheydividedthemselvesintotwoteams...

Lewis:tomakethismoreinterestinglet'smakeit

HometeamversusAwayteam

Lydia:wearegoingtowipethefloorwithy'all

Lewis:honeyihavemybeautifulNigeriansanda

Zimbabweaninmyteamy'allbetterknow.Youguys

havetositonepersondownthoughbecauseyou

are9andweare8

Mara:iwillsitoutandbethetimekeeper

Lewis:good.TeamLewisareyouready!?

All:yes!



Maya:teamMayaniyabasabana!

All:hayiasibasabisiyabafuna!

TheyallburstintolaughterasMaratookthetimer

whilethecaptainsrolledtheirdicesandtookoff.

Thechildrenandtheeldersdividedthemselvesas

teamscheerleadersaswell.

LATERTHATNIGHT

AttheAdiole's...

AbiolaandChiomawentinthehouselaughingand

foundSundaewatchingtv...

Abiola:heybaby

Sundae:heymayouguysarebacklate

Abiola:wedecidedtochillabitforafewdrinksand



games

Chioma:weshowedthemdustshame

Abiola:5gamesto4theyfoughtagoodfightas

wellbecausewewereonestepaheadinallrounds

Chioma:yeahandtheyknewallthehardquestions

(theylaughed)whydoesitlooklikeyouarealone

where'syouraunt?

Abiola:iwasabouttoaskthesamequestion

Sundae:shehasn'tspokentoyouguys?

Abiola:no

Sundae:sheleft

Chioma:whatdoyoumeanleft?

Sundae:shesaidshefoundherselfanapartment

Chioma:(scoffed)ohwowreally?Didshehaveto

dothat?

Sundae:iseverythingokaunty?

Chioma:yesmyloveeverythingisfinedon'tworry

yourself



Sundae:butitsasifshe'sangryaboutsomething

Abiola:likeauntyChisaysdon'tworrymylove.You

needtogotobedyouknowtomorrowisschool

right?

Sundae:yesmaiwasjustwaitingonyouguys.

Goodnight.

Both:nightlove

Chioma:don'tforgettopray

Sundae:iwon'taunty

ShesmiledgoingupwhileChiomaandAbiola

lookedatoneanotherandsighed.

AtJoshua'shouse...

MayafinishedshoweringandfoundJoshua

sleeping.Withjustatowelonsheswitchedoffthe

mainlightsandtookthetoweloffgettingintobed.

Joshuamovedclosertoherwhileshesmiledand



heopenedoneeyefeelingherbreastonhishand...

Joshua:honey?

Maya:(smiling)areyounotsleeping?

Joshua:iwasbutitsthissoftnessthatwokemeup

(hesaidsoftlycaressingherbreast)

Maya:babeyouarearousingmekana

Joshua:(kissedherneck)that'stheintention

Maya:(giggled)babestop

Joshua:mh-mh

HesaidmovingcloserasMayawidenedhereyes

andlaughedfeelinghismachine...

Maya:babekeengorobalakalepona?(Whydoyou

sleepnaked)

Joshua:arewenotinthegardenofEden?



TheyburstintolaughterasMayaturnedandthey

kissed.Shewentontopofhimandwentdownwith

hisbodykissinghimashesoftlymoanedwithhis

eyesclosed.Shesoftlystrokedhismachineandput

itinhermouthashesoflyexhaledtakinginthe

pleasure.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

WithJoshuaintheshowerMayasatdownandtook

outherdiarysmiling....

Deardiary...

Lifehasbeenadefiniterollercoasterbutimso

gratefulfortheamazingmomentsihavebeen

throughandalsothepainihavegonethrough

becauseittaughtmetwothings,tobestrongand

firminprayer.Ihavebeenblessedwiththemost

amazingandlovingman.(Smiled)after



experiencingwhatiexperiencedwithLukethisisa

stepup.Asifthatwasnotenoughialsogot

blessedwithlovinginlaws.Iwisheverymarried

personcouldexperiencewhatimexperiencing.Im

notmarriedyetbuttheloveihavebeenreceiving

fromtheKgangclanhasbeennothingshortof

amazing.Isitbecauseinevergottoexperience

whatfamilylovewaswhengrowingup?Wellimnot

complainingandimgoingbuskandenjoythis

feelingforaslongasGodallowsmeto.Backtomy

husbandtobe,(smiled)thismanexcitesme.He

knowswhatilikeandwhatidon't.Hisattentionto

smallthingsiswhatmakesmefalldeeplyinlove

withhimeveryday.Heknowswheretotouchand

nottouchme.Heknowsallmyweakpointsandthe

amazingthingisthathealwaysgooutofhiswayto

strengthenthem.Godkeepandblessthismanfor

me.Thenthere'sthispairthatinspiresmesomuch,

mymotherandmotherinlaw.Ihonetlywanttobe

thesewomenwhenigrowold.Mymotherlived

undergroundfor16years.Herstrengthand

resiliencereallyinspiresmetodothesameformy

childrenandthosearoundme.Notliveunderground



butbestrongandresilient.Asformymotherinlaw

(smiled)mymamaG,herabilitytodigupthingsstill

beatsmeandisowanttoacquirethatskill(smiled)

herstrengthtodowhateverittakestofightforher

familyiswhatinspiresme.Lotsoflovetothese

womenandalltheotherhumanbeingsfightingthis

lifethingwithme.It'shonestlyablessing,ifeel

blessedandpraytoGodthathekeepsblessing

themmore.Toallthosewhowanttoseemedown

andstruggling,myredeemerlivesandgreaterishe

thatisinmethantheoneintheworld.

Shesmiledclosingthediaryandputitbackasshe

finishedgettingreadyfortheday.

LATERTHATMORNING

AtKgangT&T...

AfterbeingshownwhereAjax'sofficewasAme



madewaytoitandwentinwithoutknocking...

Ajax:canyou...Ame?Whatareyoudoinghere?This

isaworkplace

Ame:imheretoseeyou

Ajax:wholetyouin?

Ame:thereceptionistofcourse.Shewantedto

refusebutitoldherit'sanemergency

Ajax:pleaseleaveyoucan'tbehere

Ame:whynot?

Ajax:reallynowAme?Youaregoingtoaskmethat

question?

Mayapassedtheofficebutstoppedhearingtheir

voicesandlistenedon...

Ame:whatdoyouexpectmetodowhenyoudon't

wanttotakeresponsibility?(Mayafrowned)



Ajax:imnotgoingtodothiswithyouAme.Itold

youtoabortthatbabybecauseiwantnothingtodo

withit.Imnotreadytobeafather

AshockedMayacoveredhermouthwithhereyes

widened.
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Ame:noAjaximnotgoingtoabortthischild

Mayaquicklytookherphoneandstartedtorecord...



Ame:doyouknowthechallengesimightface

shouldigoforabortion?

Ajax:wellidon'twantachildAme.Idon'twanta

childnowandletalonewithyou

Ame:ohwowAjaxunfortunatelyithappenedand

youhavetostepup

Ajax:youcan'tforcemetohaveachildwithyou.

Ame:unplannedpregnancieshappenallthetime

Ajax:andthere'sanoptionofabortionwhenyou

don'twanttokeepthebaby.Yougototheclinicand

tellthemyourreasonsforstartersyouarestilla

studentAmeorareyoureadytotakeabreakfrom

yourlawstudies?(Mayafrowned)

Ame:ofcoursenotbutihavenochoice

Ajax:youhaveachoice.Eitheryoukeepthatbaby

andleavemeoutofit'slifeoryougetanabortion

Ame:youareheartless

Ajax:imjuststandingbymyprioritiesandthis



pregnancyisnotoneofthem

Ame:ohwow.Thisiswhyyoumenaretrash

Ajax:ifyouthinkyouweregoingtotamemewitha

childthenyouhaveanotherthingcoming

Ame:youareapatheticexcuseforamanandi

cursethedayifeltsomethingforyou

Ajax:that'sallyouknow.Insults,butgoahead

insultmeallyoulikeistandbymydecision.Idon't

wantachildnowandmostcertainlynotwithyou

Ame:sies!

SheclickedhertongueheadingtothedoorasMaya

quicklyhidbetweentwopillarsdividingtheoffices.

Shestoppedtherecordingandwatchedherleave

andassoonasshegotintotheelevatorshesighed

andheadedtoAjax'sofficeblockingthedoorwith

herfootashewasabouttocloseit...

Ajax:MmaMoeti



Maya:doyouhaveaminute?

Ajax:iwasbusywiththereport

Maya:iwon'ttakelong

Ajax:ohok

Hewentbacktohisdeskassheclosedthedoor...

Maya:AjaxMarelediisaverygoodfriendofmine

andwehavebeengoodtooneanothersincethe

firstdaywemet.

Ajax:ok

Maya:andiwouldhatetoseehergethurttobe

honestwithyou

Ajax:ohok

Maya:yes.Wouldyoudoanythingtohurther?

Ajax:(chuckled)where'sthiscomingfrom?

Maya:umm,consideritasafriendlookingoutfor

another



Ajax:ok.Iwouldn'thurther

Maya:good(movedclosertothetable)thenyou

shouldtellheraboutwhatjusthappened

Ajax:(heartskipped)huh?

Maya:don'tactsurprised.Theyoungladywhojust

left?Ame?

Ajax:(swallowed)oh

Maya:wereyouplanningtotellmyfriendaboutthis

ornot?Andbeforeyoudoanythingdon'tthinkof

lyingtome

Ajax:MmaMoetiwithallduerespectidon'tknow

whatyouheardbutyougotthewrongendofthe

stick

Maya:imgoingtosayitagainMrDihutsodon't

thinkoflyingtome

Ajax:(sighedrubbinghisforehead)iwasn't

planningto,tobehonestwithyou

Maya:why?

Ajax:becauseidon'twantthatchildtobehonest.I



feellikeihaveagoodthinggoingonwithMareledi

soidon'twantanythingtoruinthat

Maya:Ajaxdictatingwhatapersonshoulddowith

theirbodyissowronginsomanylevelsandatthis

juctureyouarebeingselfishandnotthinkingof

whatthismightdotothepooryoungwoman.Isshe

Mareledi'sage?

Ajax:yes

Maya:becauseithoughtasmuchwhenyou

mentionedlawstudent.Ihadmychildrenwhilei

wasstillastudentyesit'sstrainingbutyouhaveto

sorethroughlookingatthedangersyoumightface

ifyoucutthroughcorners.Iknowyoudon'twantto

haveachildnowbutthechildishereAjaxan

innocentsoulthatdoesn'tdeservetobepunished

forthisandyousayyiuhaveagoodthinggoing

withMareledidoyouwantruinallthatwithliesand

secrets?

Ajax:ofcoursenotbutwhatifimnotfinancially

readytohaveachildnow?

Maya:iknowwhereyouarecomingfrombutyou



workforaveryunderstandingpersonnotsaying

youshouldtakeadvantageofhimbuttalktohim

andaskforaraise.IfherefusesgotoAmeandtell

heraboutyourfinancialsituationthenthat'swhen

youcanconsiderthesedrasticmeasures.(he

sighed)nowgoingtoMarelediwhateverdecision

Ameisgoingtomakeatthismomentyoustillhave

totellMareledi

Ajax:whatifshedecidestoleaveme?

Maya:soyouwanttoriskherfindingoutinfuture

thatyouarearunawaydadshouldAmekeepthe

child?Oryouwanthertofindoutthatyouareone

ofthosetoxicmenwhoruntoabortionwhena

knockofresponsibilitycomesin?(Heswallowed)

rightnow,atthisjunctureithinkyoudon'tdeserve

myfriendbutimwillingtogiveyouachanceshould

youdotherightthing

Ajax:butachildMmaMoeti?

Maya:that'swhytherearecondomsandother

preventionmethods.Lesanggojabolotolesaitse

goreleikantseengboAjax(stophaving



unprotectedsexwhenyouarenotreadyforthe

results)(heunexpectedlylaughed)

Ajax:ican'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat

Maya:(chuckled)butontherealthoughthisshould

openyoureyes.Imightnotbeperfectbutiwould

neverwatchapersondragtheirdignity.Mareledi

respectsyouMrDihutsosobuildthatrespectand

trustbybeingopenandhonestwithher

Ajax:okiwilltalktoher

Maya:youhave24hrsorelseimgoingtotalktoher

andihavebackup(shesaidswingingherphone)

Ajax:MmaMoetiyouareputtingpressureonme

now

Maya:thesooneryoudoitthebetterbecausethis

willshowherthatshecantrustyou

Ajax:okiwill

Maya:good.Remember24hrsAjax

Ajax:yesma'am(shesmiledleaving)onemore

thing



Maya:yes?

Ajax:canyoubepresentwhileitellher?

Maya:heebathongyouwanttousemenow?

Ajax:idon'twanttoloseherandifeellikeyouwill

beabletotalksomesenseintoherlikeyoujustdid

tome.Ifitwassomeoneelsetheywouldhave

insultedmebutyouchosetoreprimandmeina

nicerway

Maya:(chuckled)okiwillcomethroughjustsend

methetimeandplacesothatiseeifiwillbefree.

Onethingimnotgoingtodoistoforcehertostay.I

willgiveherpointersbutthedecisionwillbehersat

theendoftheday

Ajax:itotallyunderstand.ThankyousomuchMma

Moeti

Maya:notaproblem

Shesmiledleavingashesighedsittingback...



Ajax:thankGodwewereheardbysomeonelevel

headedijusthopeMareledidoesn'tleaveme

AttheJuvenile...

Lornaputherbagonherthighsandpressedher

phonewhileSaintcamethrough...

Saint:notyou.Pleasetakemebacktomycell

Guard:youbettersitdownyoungboy

Seeinghimwithallthosebruisesbrokeherheart

butsherememberedwhyshehadtodowhatshe

did...

Saint:whatdoyouwanthere?

Lorna:tocheckuponyou

Saint:afterwhatyouputmethrough?Lookatme



Lornaim...

Lorna:firstofallyouareneverevergoingtocallme

Lornaagaindoyouhearme?

Saint:butit'syour...

Lorna:(gavehimasternlook)Saint(heswallowed)

goodandsecondlydoiregretbringingyouhere?

Noidon't.Afterwhatyoudidihadtodowhati

couldtosavemyself

Saint:andputmeindanger

Lorna:kindlygodownmemorylaneandrecallthe

realreasonwhyweareheretoday(hekeptquiet)

it'sallbecauseofyou.Allofthisisyourfaultmy

son

Saint:aparentdoesn'tdothistotheirchildunless

theyhatethem

Lorna:ohsoachildhasalltherightstowanttokill

theirparent?Saintwhatisthatihavenotgivenyou?

Don'tiloveyouenough?Don'titakecareofyou

enough?Pleaseenlightenmeonwhatihavenever

doneforyouthatmadeyoutothinkofkillingme.



Firstofallyouknowhowyourfatheris,notonly

himbutmostmen,theymoveonwithtimeafter

theirspousesdeparttheworldandtheworstthing

tohappenisthatmostofthemalwaysgofor

womenwhoabusetheirchildren.1,thatwoman

wasgoingtopoisonhimagainstyouguysbytelling

himthatyouarenothisblood,doyouwantthat?

SecondlySaintinyourrightmindwouldyoulive

peacefullyknowingthatyoukilledtheonlywoman

whoevershowedandgivenyoulove?

Saint:(lookingdown)no

Lorna:thenwhatgotintoyoumyson?

Saint:(sniffed)ithoughtyoudidn'tloveme

Lorna:bywhat?Beatingyoufortakingmygun

withouttalkingtomeletaloneplantouseiton

someone'schild?Orforbeatingyoufor

disrespectingme?Saintyousaidhurtfulthingsto

memyboy(heburstintotears)

Saint:imsorry

Lorna:(tearsbuiltinhereyes)iwaslikehowcan

thischildofallpeoplehebetheonewhosaysthe



kindofthingsyousaidtome

Saint:idon'tknowwhatgotintomeimsorrymama

Lorna:iloveyoumyboybutyouwillhavetoearn

myforgiveness

Saint:iwanttogetoutofhere

Lorna:youhavetoworkyourwayoutofthis

punishmentmyboyandyouhavetomeanit.Not

whatyoudidpriorgettinghere

Saint:(crying)imeanitmama

Lorna:iknowyoudobutiwanttoseeit.Iloveyou

myboyandiwillneverdoanythingtohurtyouonly

toteachyouaboutbeingaresponsibleyoungadult

(shestoodupleaving)

Saint:mamaplease!

Sheswallowedandcontinuedtowalkawayashe

criedoutloudwithhisfaceunderhishands...

Saint:mama!



Lornaletgoofthedoorasitslammedandstartled

herassheclosedhereyeswithatearrollingdown.

Sheexhaledandwenttohercarhearinghersoncry

fromtheinside...

Lorna:it'sforyourowngoodmyboy

ShedroveoffwhiletheguardhelpedacryingSaint

backtohiscell...

Saint:canipleasebealone?

Guard:oklet'sgotothecounsellingroom

Hesniffedfollowingtheguardsandlookedback

hopingforhismothertocomebackforhim.

InCourt...



MayasworninasKitsoandMopati'slawyerstood

up...

Man:MayaMoeti

Maya:yesyourworship

Man:howdoyouknowtheaccused?

Maya:wemetatababyshoweraboutamonthago

Man:doyouknowanythingabouthim?

Maya:notreally.Theywerejustmenbeingmen.

Youknowhowthingsgetataparty

Man:didyounoticethatMopatihadsomekindof

interestonyou?

Maya:yesidid

Man:how?

Maya:thewayhespoketome

Man:oklet'stalkaboutKitsomeetingyouguyshow

wasit?



Maya:unpleasanttosaytheleast.Hereally

offendedmyfriendandhimbeinghimhehadto

standupforhimself

Man:yousupportedhim?

Maya:yesbutididn'tsayanything.He'smyfriendi

hadtostandwithhimnotonlybecauseofthatalso

thatKitsowasnotrighttoaddresshiminthat

manner.Sodemeaninganddisrespectful

Man:let'stalkaboutthemoodattheclubfromthe

party

Maya:itwasokuntilinoticedthatmydrinkwas

spiked(KitsoandMopatifrownedlookingatone

another)

Man:oh?

Maya:yes

Man:youknowthishow?

Maya:ihaveacertificateinmixiolgyofdrinksandi

knowhowaspikeddrinklookslikebutanyway

that'snotwhywearehere,weareheretoget

justiceformyfriendwhowasassaultedforbeing



himself

Man:whatdidthattellyou?Imeanthespiking

Maya:thattheyweremenonamissionandcouldn't

betrusted

Man:yetcontinuedtodemandMopatitofindajob

foryou

Kitso:yes,selfishopportunist!

Judge:settledownKitso

Maya:(scoffed)ididn'tdemand.Itoldhimthatigot

firedthatfridayandhesaidhewilltalktohisfriend

whoownedarestauranttogetmeajob

Man:ifimnotmistakenMissMoetiyousaidthese

exactwords"youbettermakesureyougetmethat

jobifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou"

Alexander:objectionyourhonourwhereiscounsil

goingwiththis?

Man:yourworshipimtryingtopaintapictureof

thiswoman'scharacter

Judge:overruled.ContinueCounsil



Man:thankyou.MissMoetipleaseanswermy

question

Maya:ididsaythosewords

Man:whywouldyouthreatenhim?

Maya:ihavechildrenihadtodowhatihadto

Man:soyougetthingsbythreateningpeople?

Maya:ofcoursenot

Man:ifhedidn'tgetyouthejobwhatweregoingto

do?

Maya:nothing

Man:soyouthreatenedhimfornothing?

Maya:yes

Man:whyareyoulyingunderoath?Youweregoing

toreporthimforallegedlyspikingyourdrinkweren't

you?

Maya:no

Man:whyareyoulying?

Maya:imnot



Man:youare

Maya:(sighed)whydon'tyoubringaliedetectorif

youaredoubtingmyanswers?

Man:nofurtherquestionsyourhonour

Judge:thankyou.MrsTaolo

Alexander:thankyouyourworship.MsMoeti

pleasetellusaboutthetextyoureceivedfrom

Mopati

Maya:hesaidmyfriendwasattackedandifi

wantedtoknowwhoitisishouldcometohim

Alexander:whywouldhewantyoutocometohim

andnottellyouoverthephone?

Maya:becausehewantedtosleepwithme

Makoti:ah!

Judge:settledownMopati

Alexander:usingyourfriendtotryandgetbetween

anotherwoman'sthighs.Patheticdoesn'teven

comeclosetodescribingyouMopati.Awhole

officerofthelawwhoissupposedtoprotectpeople



butinsteadpreysonthem.Yourworshipwe

honestlydon'thaveacasehere.Iseenoreasonof

continuingwithit.Thiswilldonothingbutwaste

governmentresources.It'sclearthatKitsoplanned

toattackmyclientinordertoboosthisbruisedego

andhisfriendconfirmeditbysendingMsMoeti

thattext.Soyourworshipirequestforthiscaseto

bethrownoutandhavethesemenfacethe

punishmenttheydeserve.IthankyouJudge:thank

youMrsTaolo.CourtshallresumeonMonday

HehitthegavelandmadehiswayoutwhileKitso's

lawyershookhishead...

Man:she'srightgentlementhere'shonestlynocase

here.Shouldyouhavenotsentthattextwewould

befightingagoodfightbutnowallislost.Imsorry

butweshallseewhatthejudgedecidesonMonday

Kitso:doyouseewhatyouhavedone?Whatfor?A

pussyyounevergot?

Mopati:whycouldn'tyoustayawayfromLewisas



well?Justbecausehehurledafewinsultsatyou

youthoughtitwasoktopunishhim?Theonlything

iregretinthiswholematteristhatiallowedmyself

tobeafool

Kitso:fuckoff

Mopati:youtoo

Theyclickedtheirtonguesfollowingoneanotherto

thevan.

InPrison...

GlidiasoftlyhummedwhilePreciousmadeitinto

thevisitingarea.Shestoppedwithafrownonher

facenotseeinganyfamiliarfacebutfrownedmore

astheguardledhertoGlidia...

Guard:sitdown

Precious:(sitdown)excuseme?Whoareyou?



Glidia:(smiledstretchingoutherhand)MrsGlidia

Kgang.Joshua'smotherandsoontobeMaya's

motherinlaw(Preciousswallowed)withthatlooki

believeyourmothertoldyouaboutme

Precious:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Glidia:ihavebeendyingtomeetthemighty

Preciousandishouldsayimnotreallyhappyabout

whatimseeingandjustbylookingatyouyoureally

looklikeyouractions

Precious:whyareyouhere?

Glidia:didshetellyouaboutthelittlescamyou

wereapartof?(Shefrowned)imtalkingaboutthe

moneythetwoofyoustolefromherchurch(she

swallowed)ofcourseshetoldyou.Imaginestealing

fromaholyplace(smiledshakingherhead)your

poorbabygirldoesn'tdeservetohaveamotherlike

you

Precious:youneedtoleaveusalone.Whothehell

doyouthinkyouare?

Glidia:idon'tthink,iknowwhoiam.Anywayimnot

heretofightwithyouimheretogiveyouaninsight



onsomething

Precious:(frowned)what?

Glidia:hhmunlikeyourmotheryouarewillingto

listeniguessanapplesometimesfallsfarfromthe

tree.Anywayihaveapleasantsupriseforyoua

littlelaterandifyoucooperateimightgoeasyon

you.Underlineandboldtheword"MIGHT"

Precious:whatsurpriseisthat?

Glidia:iwouldruinitforyouifitoldyoubuttrust

meyouaregoingtoloveit,isn'tyouloveagoodlife

Precious:okthisisawasteoftime.Guardplease

takemebacktomycell

Glidia:ohnonodarlingit'snottrustme.Ibelieve

youhaveaclearpictureofwhatimcapableofand

afterthatvisityouaregoingtoseeyourmotherina

differentlight

Shesmiledandwinkedatherleavingwhilea

confusedPrecioussatback...



Precious:whatisthiswomanonabout?

MeanwhileatthehospitalPatrickmadewayinto

Rona'sroomassheclosedhereyesandexhaled...

Rona:whatdoyouwantfrommePatrick?

Patrick:ithoughtishouldcomeandseethefaceof

awomanwhothoughtsheruinedmylife

Rona:Patrickstayawayfrommeplease

Patrick:orwhat?Youaregoingtokillme?

Rona:andiwillmakesureyoudiethistimearound

Patrick:ohwowyoudon'tevenregretitRona?

Rona:whyshouldi?Youwereauselesscunt

anyway

Patrick:butlookathowthecuntturnedouttobe,

youcouldbelivingthemostcomfortablelifeand

notbechainedtobedrailslikesomekindofdemon

Rona:pleaseleave



Patrick:toeventakeawaymyfertilityRonayouare

honestlyaheartlesswoman.Whatdidieverdoto

you?

Rona:Patrickisaidleaveandidareyoutogotomy

daughteryouwillknowme

Patrick:noshedeservestoknowthetruthandwho

exactlyhermotheris.Aselfishwitchthatonly

thinksforherself.YouknewthatPreciouswas

goingtogetyouthroughlifeatsomepointandyou

soldhersoulandusedherwhileshewasunaware

ofit.Themarriageshe'sinwasallforyourown

benefitRonayouareselfish.Youknewiwasgoing

tosaveherfromyourclawshenceyouliedandsaid

youhadamiscarriage

Rona:shutupPatrick

Patrick:youdeniedmydaughterachancetoliving

anhonestlifeallbecauseofyourselfishness.You

aregoingtorotinhellandalone

Rona:Patrickgetout!

Patrick:(tookouthisphoneandstoppedthe

recording)nowthiswillbethelastnailonthecoffin



andconfirmationtoherthatyouarenothingbuta

possessivewitchwhocaresfornoonebutherself.

Yourjourneytohellstartsnow

Rona:(swallowed)Patrickwhatareyougoingtodo?

(Heleft)PatrickcomebackherePat...(screamed)

iyohbathongthusang!Patrick!

Sheburstintotearsasanursecamerunning.

OnherwayhomeGlidiamadeacall...

Glidia:goeasyonherforwhatandwhy?Theydidn't

eventhinktwicewhilemakingMaya'slifealiving

hellsowhyshouldispareanyofthem?Yeses(it

cutasshecalledagain)

Albert:Alberthello

Glidia:gooddaysiryouarespeakingtoformer

policecommissionerGlidiaKgang

Albert:ohokwhatcanidoforyouma'am?



Glidia:ihavemadeadiscoverythatyoumightbe

interestedin

Albert:ohok?

Glidia:yessir.DoyouknowPreciousKavimba?

Albert:don'tyouevermentionthatwomanwhen

talkingtomedoyouhearme?

Glidia:(rolledhereyes)didshetellyouthatthetruth

behindyourdaughter'sidentityhasbeenrevealed?

Albert:(satupwithhiseyeswidened)what!?
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Glidia:ohyes

Albert:waithowdoyouevenknowaboutthis?

Glidia:mysonisgettingmarriedtoPrecious's

cousin

Albert:soshetellspeoplethetruthanddoesn'ttell

me?(Scoffed)ohwow

Glidia:ibelieveyouaregoingtodosomething

aboutit

Albert:ofcourseiam.Ihavelongwantedtobea

partofmydaughter'slife

Glidia:(smiled)wonderfulthenit'shightimeyou

paidPreciousavisit

Albert:ohtrustmeiam.(Chuckled)ican'tbelieve

this.Soshetoldherbelovedhusbandthetruth?

Glidia:shehadnochoicebutto

Albert:wowthisissogoodandimabouttoleave

thecountrythismeansicantakemydaughterwith

andstartanew

Glidia:(smiled)iguessyoudon'tevenknowthat



shewasraped.

Albert:what!?

Glidia:themotherofyourchildreallyendangered

yourchild'slifesoit'shightimeyousteppedupasa

father

Albert:I'vealwayspushedPrecioustotellourchild

thetruthbutnoallshewantedwastobeaglorified

wifewhocheatedonherhusband.Onethingi

regretislettinghergetawaywithit

Glidia:nowisthetimetorightyourwrongssiridid

myjoballthat'sleftisforyoutosaveyourdaughter.

Albert:thankyousomuch

Glidia:thepleasureisallmine.Haveagoodday

Shehungupandsmiledjoiningtheroadagain.

AttheJuvenileprison...



ThecounsellormadewayintoherofficeasSaint

turnedtoher...

Saint:imsorryforbeinginyourofficeijustwanted

tobealoneandtheybroughtmethisside.Iwas

toldyouwerestilloutanddecidedtowaitforyou

Lady:ohok.It'snotaproblem.Yournames?

Saint:SaintDuncan

Lady:okSaint.Howoldareyou?

Saint:16

Lady:wheredoyougotoschool?

Saint:Rainbow

Lady:onethingyoushouldunderstandisthatthis

isasafespaceok.Whateverwearegoingtotalk

aboutherestaysbetweenusunlesstherewillbe

otherthingsyouwouldliketosharewithanyother

person

Saint:ok.Soyouarenotgoingtojudgeme?

Lady:notatall



Saint:ok

Lady:sowhyareyouhere?(Hesighedandlooked

down)

Saint:itriedtokillmymother

Lady:(softly)why?

Saint:iwasangry.Ithoughtshedidn'tloveme

Lady:whatmadeyoufeelthatwaytowardsher?

(Sighed)rememberthisisasafespacemyboy

Saint:ilikedthisgirlandwasreadytomakehermy

girlfriendbutonedayisawherwiththisotherguy

atamallandtheyhuggedandthenhekissedher.I

gotangryandwentbackhomeandstartedplotting

onhowtogetridofhimthatmomentihadstolen

mymother'sgun

Lady:soyouwantedtokillhim?

Saint:yes

Lady:didyouaskthisgirlifshewasinvolvedwhen

youapproachedher?

Saint:no



Lady:didyoutellherthatyouhadfeelingsforher?

Saint:notdirectly

Lady:that'swhythere'sathingcalled"gettingto

knowaperson"andwhenyoulikesomeonethefirst

thingyouneedtofindoutisiftheyareinvolvedwith

anotherpersonok(henodded).Don'tyouever

makeamistakeofassumingthatapersonisnot

involved.Somepeoplekeeptheiroptionsopenuntil

theyfindtheirperfectmatch.Sowhenyouaskthem

thatquestiontheywilltellyouthat"imtalkingto

otherpeople"iftheyarehonestpeopleortellyou

thattheyaretakenandwhensomeoneturnsyou

downitdoesn'tmeanit'stheendoftheworld.As

peopleweneedtounderstandthatthere'sathing

calledrejection.Justbecauseilikeyouitdoesn't

meanyouwilllikemetoo.Chancesofyounotbeing

interestedinmeinthatmannerareashigh.This

doesn'tapplyonlyonmattersoftheheartitapplies

inallaspectsoflife.Rejectionisthereandallyou

needtodoisknowhowtodealwithitandviolence

noranythingagainstthelawisnotthewaytogodo

youunderstand?(Henodded)soafterthatwhat



happened?

Saint:mymotherfoundthegunbeforeicoulduseit.

Sheconfrontedmeandisnappedatherandsaid

thingsishouldn'thavesaid(tearsbuiltinhiseyes)

Lady:(gavehimatissue)don'tusehandstowipe

youreyesyouaregoingtoinfectthosebruises.

Whatexactlyarethosethings?

Saint:she'scan'thavekidsandmysisterandiwere

adoptedsoisaidtoherthat'swhyGodtookher

fertility(heburstintoacry)

Lady:(softly)Saint

Saint:iknowbutididn'tmeananyofit.Iwasangry

Lady:myboythebestthingtodowhenyouare

angryistostepback.Thatonewillsurelysaveyou

fromfindingyouinsituationslikethisone.Ashard

asitistostepbackyouhavetofighttodoit.Do

youknowyourbiologicalmother?(Henodded

crying)howdoyouknowher?

Saint:(swallowed)theytookmetoherplaceonmy

11thbirthday



Lady:why?

Saint:becausetheywantedmetoknowmyroots

Lady:howdidthatgo?

Saint:shewasn'twelcoming

Lady:didtheytellyouaboutherbeforetakingyou

toher?

Saint:yestheytoldmethatsheneverwantedme

buttheywantmetoknowwhomyrealmotheris

Lady:nowrightthereareparentswholoveyoumy

boy.Thatwasselflessofthemtodosuchathing

andyouhavetobegratefulforthem.Itshowsthat

theywoulddoanythingforyouandthatyoucan

trustthemwithyourownlife.Hasyourmotherever

givenyouareasontothinkshedoesn'tloveyou?

Saint:no

Lady:exactly,soSaintyouhavetositdownandtalk

toyourparentsandapologisetothemespecially

yourmother(hesniffednodding)howarethingsat

yourcell?

Saint:igetabusedeverynight



Lady:how?

Saint:sexuallyandwhenitrytorefusetheybeatme

up

Lady:ok.Wewillgetadoctortocomeandlookinto

yourphysicalwellbeingtomakesureyouhaveno

infectionstheniwillbesuretotakecareofyour

emotionalwellbeing.Thefirststeptobeingabetter

personisrealisingwhenyouarewrongandworkon

fixingallthat,forgiveyourselfbeforeanyoneelse

canthentherestshallfollow

Saint:willibetakenbacktothatcell?

Lady:iwillrequestanisolatedcellforyou

Saint:okthankyou

Lady:letmecalladoctor

ShereachedforherphonewhileSaintsatbackand

sighed.

AtKavimbamotors...



Lewissmiledatthereceptionistandgavehera

chocolate...

Lewis:thisistosaysorryforthelasttimelove

Lady:awwapologyaccepted.MrTlotloisreadyfor

you

Lewis:thankyou

WithagiftbaginhishandhemadewaytoMorris's

officewherehefoundhimonacall.Hewavedat

himtocomeinashefinishedwiththecall...

Morris:morning

Lewis:howareyoudoing?

Morris:imgood.Whatalovelysurprise

Lewis:(smiled)yeah.Ibroughtyousomethingjust

tosaythankyouforthedinneryesterday



Morris:ohthankyousomuch

Lewis:you'rewelcome.Youwillopenitafterileave

Morris:ok

Lewis:how'swork?

Morris:workisfine.What'sup?

Lewis:iwouldhaveaskedyouthisoverthephone

butijustfeltlikeitwouldbebetterifididitin

person

Morris:ohok.Imlistening

Lewis:doyouhaveanyplansthisweekend?

Morris:noidon't

Lewis:okdoyoumindcomingovertomyplace?

Morris:oh

Lewis:yesplease.Iwouldappreciatethatandi

believeitwouldhelpuswithmovingforward

Morris:unfortunatelyimstilluncomfortablewith

beinginyourhouse

Lewis:(disappointed)ohyeahiunderstand



Morris:imgladyoudobutdon'tlooksad,youcan

rathercometomine

Lewis:(smiled)areyousure?

Morris:hundredpercent

Lewis:ohidefinitelywilljustletmeknowwhenyou

knockofftheniwillcome

Morris:whatifimcravingforsomeheartyhome

cookedmealtonight?

Lewis:oh?

Morris:(gavehimthekeys)gothereandprove

yourself

Lewis:(chuckled)ohwow

Morris:yes,youhavetoearnmyforgiveness

Lewis:challengeaccepted

Morris:(smiled)great.Youaredonewiththe

reports?

Lewis:yeahican'tbelieveimgoingbacktothose

littledevilsonMonday.Gosh



Morris:yeahnehbeingateacherissomethingelse

Lewis:youhavetobestrongforthatprofession

(theylaughed)letmegetgoing

Morris:onething,iloveitwhenmymancooks

nakedinthekitchen

Lewis'sjawdroppedashesmiledwhileMorrissat

backandwinkedathimsmilingaswell.

AtAdiole'sAgency...

Chiomaparkedhercarandmadeherwayinsidethe

officeslookingforKelechi...

Chioma:theseareniceoffices.Lechi?Kele?

Shecalledherlookinginofficeandfoundherin

one...



Chioma:didn'tyouhearmecallyou?Theseoffices

arehonestlyamazing

Kelechi:whatareyoudoinghereChioma?

Chioma:andwhyareyoubeingsohostile?

Kelechi:imbusy

Chioma:ohokiwon'tbelongthen.Idon't

appreciatewhatyoudidKelechi

Kelechi:whatdididonow?

Chioma:youcan'tjustcomeintomyplaceand

leavewithouttellingme

Kelechi:ididn'tknowihadtoputinanotice

Chioma:it'snotaboutputtinginanoticeit'scalled

respectandagainwearesistersandsecondlyyou

don'tknowthiscountry.Whatifsomething

happenedtoyou?

Kelechi:imherearen'ti?Andbesidesyouhavea

thirdeyesoyouwillbeabletosensetroublefrom

far



Chioma:getoveryourselfmydearsisterpridehas

nobenefits

Kelechi:areyoudone?

Chioma:wewerenotraisedtobethesekindof

peopleKelechi

Kelechi:(scoffed)youshouldhavethoughtabout

thatbeforedoublecrossingme

Chioma:soidoublecrossedyou?

Kelechi:that'sthethingaboutyouChiomayouhave

alwayswantedeverythingtobeseenonyou

Chioma:excuseme?

Kelechi:yesChiomayouneverwanttoseeme

succeedonanything.Whateverigetyoualways

want

Chioma:soinotherwordsyouaresayingim

copyingyouandjealousofyou?

Kelechi:imgladyouseeitnow

Chioma:(laughed)thismustbeajoke.Ifiwantedto

beyouwouldibewhereiaminliferightnow?



Kelechi:ohsoyouareinsinuatingthatimnothing?

Chioma:yourwordsnotmineandwhywouldisay

suchvilethingstomyownblood?Kelechiilove

Lovemore,ihavealwayslovedhimandimnot

goingtoapologisefortellinghimhowifeel

Kelechi:didyouhavetowaituntilishowedinterest

inhim?

Chioma:wellmaybeitsacoincidencebutnoneof

thisisoutofspite.Iwouldneverdosuchathingto

you

Kelechi:butyoudidChioma!

Chioma:(flippedherhair)stopscreamingatme

Kelechi:allofthisisspiteful.Youdiditbecauseyou

couldn'tstandseeingyoursisterwiththemanyou

like!

Chioma:idon'tlikeLovemoreilovehim.Big

difference!Youknowwhat,idon'tunderstandwhyi

havetoexplainmyselftoyou.Lovemoreandiarein

arelationshipandthat'sthat.Alliwanttodoisbe

civilwithyoubutiguessthat'sanimpossible



dream.Haveagoodday(sheturnedwalkingaway)

Kelechi:youcangotohellChioma

Chioma:(Turned)Kelechi?Foraman?Amanwho

nevertoldyouthathelovesyou?

Kelechi:justgoChiomaleavemealone

Chioma:wow,wowKelechiAdioleibetourparents

areturningintheirgrave

Kelechi:(pointedather)don'tyoudarebringour

parentsintothis

Chioma:itoldyoutoneverpointyourfingeratme

Kelechi

Kelechi:whatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Chiomasquinthereyesandsneeredleavingwhile

shakingherhead...

Kelechi:yeahgo,gobewiththatpatheticcowardof

amanwhowouldrathersettleforasecondbest

thing.Y'allarepatheticanddeserveoneanother.



Mxm!

Shesaidsittingdownandslappedthedesk...

Kelechi:fuckit!

InOtse...

Biancamadewayintoathatchedhutaftertaking

hershoesoffwithaclothwrappedaroundherhead.

Assoonasshesteppedinthewomansneezedand

gruntedwhileshefrownedandsatdown...

Woman:gobacktowhereyouarefrom

Bianca:(frowned)excuseme?

Woman:idon'twanttogetmyselfintotroubleso

pleasegobacktowhereyouarefromandleavethe

poorwomanalone



Bianca:youdon'tevenknowwhoiamandwhyim

here

Woman:imatraditionaldoctorihavelongsensed

whyyouareherethemomentyouopenedmygate

Bianca:comeonineedyourhelphere

Woman:younggirldidn'tyouhearwhatijustsaid?

Gobacktowhereyouarefromandleavethepoor

womanalone.Imnotabouttothrowmyselfinapit

offire

Bianca:ipromiseyouiwon'ttellanyoneandiwill

payyougood?

Woman:youarejustasillybrokelittlegirlmydear

insteadofbringingdarknessintoyourlifesave

yourselfmaybeyourdoorswillopenforyou.It

won'thurttobeagoodpersontoyourfriend

Bianca:whatawasteofmytime

Woman:thepersonyouaretryingtohurtisahighly

favouredchildoftheheavens.There'salotoflight

andfirearoundherandiforonedon'twanttoget

burntsomygirldoyourselfafavourandstopwhat



youaretryingtodo

Bianca:butwhydoesshehavetohaveeverything?

Woman:youcanhaveeverythingaswellonceyou

openupyourheartandstopwishingbadonothers

especiallypeoplelikethisyounglady.Isn'tshe

supposedtobeyourfriend?

Bianca:(rolledhereyes)mxm

Woman:(sneered)youhonestlyhavealongwayto

goifyouwantsomelightinyourlife.Beinggoodto

otherstakesnothingfromyou.Imeanwhatdidshe

everdotoyoutowanttokillheronherweddingday?

(Biancaswallowed)youknowaverseinthebible

thatsays,"touchnotmyanointed"youngladyyou

willsuffershouldyougothroughwithwhateveryou

areplanning.Ifnotgoandaskallthepeoplewho

havetriedtohurtandendherlifeandcomeback

here.Theyareyettosuffermoreandtheirlittlealter

willbebroughtdowntocrumbswithoneofthem

losingtheirlife.Saveyourselfnana.Gobackhome

Biancacurvedherlipsandmadeherwayout.The



womansighedandshookherheadandcontinued

togrindhermedicines.Biancagotinthecar,sat

backandthoughtaboutwhatthewomansaid.She

turnedthekeybutitwouldn'tstartasshefrowned...

Bianca:uhu

Sheturneditagainbutitstillfailed.Shewaitedfora

fewsecondsandturneditagainbutstillnothing.

Sheopenedthebonnetandgotoutlookinginitbut

everythingseemedfine.Shesighedandturnedthe

keyagainanditstarted...

Bianca:ija

Sheputonhersafetybeltanddroveoff.

AttheDuncan's...



BusyinthekitchenmakingmuffinsLornasang

alongtosomeoldschoolsongsplayingfromthetv

whilesippingonhermimosa.Shechecked

Patience'srecipebookandsneered...

Lorna:onethingaboutheristhatshehadamazing

recipesshameiwillgiveherthat.(Herphonerang)

hello?

Herold:gooddaymissLola

Lorna:what?

Herold:youarespeakingtoHerold

Lorna:Herold?

Herold:yourknightinshiningarmourbythetraffic

lights(theylaughed)

Lorna:youaresosilly.What'sup?

Herold:justintheofficeandyou?

Lorna:busyinthekitchenmakingsomemuffins

Herold:ohniceimigoingtogetsome?



Lorna:whywouldyouthinkyouwouldgetsome?

Herold:becauseiwanttoseeyoulatertodayandi

havenothingtoeatforbreakfasttomorrow

Lorna:straightshootermuch

Herold:ohwell

Lorna:whywouldyouthinkiwanttomeetupwith

you?

Herold:it'snotaboutyoumeetingupwithmebut

youhavinglettinglooseandhaveagoodtimeplus

it'saFriday

Lorna:(chuckled)youneedtoworkonyour

approachskillsHerry

Herold:ohimHerrynow?

Lorna:don'treadmuchintoit,Heroldisjustwaytoo

longtosay(theylaughed)

Herold:youaresofunny

Lorna:iworkwithTrevorNoahdidn'ttheytellyou?

Herold:morereasonwhyweshouldhangoutlater.

Togettoknowyou



Lorna:takingadvantageisee

Herold:idon'tlikeburntmuffins

Lorna:wellifyoukeepmeonthephoneyouare

goingtohavethemburnt

Herold:sothat'sayestohangingoutlater?

Lorna:tellmethetimeandplace

Herold:(smiledandpunchedtheair)iwilltextyou

Lorna:surebuddy

Herold:bye

TheyhungupasLornathoughtaboutitandsmiled.

Ithadbeenlongsinceshelookedgoodandwent

outmaybeitwastimeshebroughtoutthelifeinher

life.

THATAFTERNOON

Atarestaurant...



Mareledifinishedwithhercustomersandwentfor

herbreakjoiningAjaxandMaya.Seeinghercome

Ajax'sheartskippedabeatasheexhaledlookingat

Maya...

Maya:juststaycalm

Ajax:I'mscared

Maya:asyoushouldbutbehopeful

Mareledi:(smiled)heyguys

Maya:heybabe

Ajax:(nervouslysmiled)hey

Mareledi:whatalovelysurprise

Ajax:(smiled)howwasyourmorning?

Mareledi:itwasamazingandyours?

Ajax:itwasgreat

Mareledi:friendcanyoubelieveitihavealready

madeP500oftipssinceistartedmyshift



Maya:icanseethatyouguysarebusytodayplus

youaregoodatwhatyoudo

Mareledi:maybeishouldquitlawandfocuson

hospitality(theylaughed)

Maya:pitsokepitsomylove(acallingisacalling)

(theylaughedmore)

Ajax:ihavesomethingtotellyou

Mareledi:ohok

Ajax:rememberitoldit'sbeen2monthssinceiwas

inarelationship?

Mareledi:yes

Ajax:thepersoniwasinvolvedwithcontactedmea

dayagoandtoldmethatsheispregnantbutitold

heridon'twantachild(Mareledifrowned)itoldher

ican'thaveachildnow

Mareledi:why?

Ajax:imnotfinanciallyreadytohaveachild

Mareledi:didyouuseprotectionwiththisperson?

Ajax:(swallowed)no



Mareledi:thenwhatdidyouexpect?Amiracle?

Ajax:ialwaysusedwithdrawalmethod

Mareledi:reallynowAjax?Youknowverywellthat's

notaguranteedpreventionmethod.(Heswallowed)

imhonestlydisappointedinyoutosaytheleast.

Howdoyounotwantachildwhenyouwerenot

usingprotection?Unprotectedsexisforpeoplewho

arereadytohaveachild.DoyouknowyourHIV

status?

Ajax:yesitesteveryyear

Mareledi:ok.Whatdidshesaywhenyousaidyou

don'twantachild?

Ajax:shedoesn'twanttoriskanything

Mareledi:yesabortionisveryriskysowhatwas

yourresponse?(HelookedatMaya)doyouknow

aboutthisfriend?

Maya:ijustfoundoutearliertoday.Ioverheardhim

andthegirltalkinginhisoffice.Ajaxjustbehonest

withher

Ajax:(closedhiseyes)itoldherthatidon'twantthe



baby

Mareledi:evenaftershetoldyoushedoesn'twant

toendangerherlife?

Ajax:eemma

Mareledisighedandsatbacklookingathim.Hefelt

liketheworldcouldjustopenupandswallowhim

ashereyespiercedthroughhisskin...

Mareledi:wow.Areyoureallyfinanciallyunstableor

isitbecauseyouwanttomoveonwithme?(Maya

waitedfortheanswer)

Ajax:idon'twanttohaveachildwithher

Mareledi:ifyoudidn'twanttohaveachildwithher

Ajaxyoushouldhaveusedprotectionandknow

whenshe'sovulatingifyouwantedtohave

unprotectedsex.Againidon'tthinkyouarebeing

entirelyhonestwithme.Youworkforawell

establishedcompanythere'snohowyoucanbe

underpaidpleasebehonestwithme



Ajax:(sighed)Marelediiloveyou

Mareledi:youwantedtoendagersomeone'slifeand

killaninnocentsoultobewithme?(Mayashook

herhead)howimisupposedtolookatyouafter

this?

Ajax:imnotthatkindofpersonMarelediplease

believeme

Mareledi:whatifsomethingsimilarhappenstome?

Areyougoingtoforcemetodowhatbenefitsyou?

Ajax:ofcoursenot

Mareledi:thishonestlysaysalotaboutyouand

unfortunatelyican'tcontinuewiththis.Yesican

standforbabymamadramabutforyoutowant

someonetodosomethingforyourownselfish

reasons?Noshameican't?Ican'tstandforitsoim

sorrywearegoingtohavetostopwhateverwe

weretryingtodo

Ajax:trustmewhenisayiwanttobewithyouand

myintentionsarepure

Mareledi:yourintentionsmightbepurebutweare



talkingaboutcharacterheresomethingyoucan't

justchangeinablinkofaneye

Ajax:Maya

Maya:unfortunatelyiagreewithMareledii

overlookedthefactthatthere'snowayyoucanbe

financiallyunstable.Youaredefinitelywellpaidto

haveanyfinancialstrugglesoraretheystraining

youbackhome?

Mareledi:theyarenothe'sfromawellofffamily.

Hisparentsarewellknownfarmersandhisyounger

siblingsarestillatschool

Maya:yeahsoiagreewithMareledi.

Ajax:doyouhateme?

Mareledi:idon'thateyoubutimgoingtoaskyou

onething,pleasegotoyourexandapologisetoher

forthethingsyousaidandtakeresponsibilityfor

yourchild.

Ajax:sothisisit?

Mareledi:imafraidso.Ihavenothingagainstyou

rememberthat



Ajax:Mareledi...(hesighed)okiunderstand

Mareledi:thank

Ajax:thankyouMmaMoeti

Maya:notaproblem

Heaskedforadoggybagforhisfoodandheaded

totherestroomswhileMareledisighedlookingat

Maya...

Maya:howareyoufeeling?

Mareledi:imdisappointedfriendutterly

disappointedbutheyitiswhatitismyfriend

Maya:yeahneh.Imsorryloveireallyrootedforyou

guys

Mareledi:youcanneverknowwhattoexpectfrom

peoplelove.It'sokiwillfindmyknightoneday

Maya:that'smygirl



MayasmiledrubbingMareledi'shandasthey

continuedtoeat...

Maya:tocheeryouupabit.Thetimetositdown

andplanmyweddinghasarrived

Mareledi:(smiled)finally.Yes!Heyeveryoneexcuse

me!?

Maya:bathongwhatareyoudoing?

Mareledi:sssh,myfriendisgettingmarriedsojust

tocelebrateeachoneofyouwillbegettingadrink

(theyallclappedandcheered)thankyouandshe's

paying

Maya:(smiled)what!?

Mareledi:tsalaakereyoucanafford

Maya:youaresomethingelse

TheylaughedwhileAjaxleft.



InPrison...

ThedoorstothevisitingareaopenedasPrecious

madeherwayin.Shelookedaroundandsawno

onesheknew...

Precious:whoisheretoseeme?

Guard:thatgentleman

Precious:(frowned)who'sthat?

Guard:iguessyoujusthavetofindout

ShemadeherwaytowherePatrickwasseatedand

satdown...

Precious:(withafrownon)goodafternoonsir.How

canibeofhelp?

Patrick:helloPrecious.MynameisPatrickandim

yourfather



PreciousburstintoaloudlaughwhilePatrickkepta

seriousfaceon.Sheslowlystoppedlaughing

seeingthathewasseriousandfrownedasher

heartraced...

Precious:youarewhat?

^

^

^
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Patrick:yourfather

Precious:buthow?Thatmanlongdiedbeforeiwas



bornandhedidn'twantmesoifyoucomehere

thinkingyoucanplayyourdirtytricksonmethen

youarerunningalostcourse

Patrick:amanmyageandhavetimeforplaying

dirtytrickswithaladyyourage?Comeon

Precious:idon'thaveafatherandifhedidn'tdie

theniwantnothingtodowithhimbecausehenever

wantedme

Patrick:thatiswhatyouweretold

Precious:anditwastrue

Patrick:noitwasn't.Ihavealwayswantedtobea

partofyourlifePreciousbutRonakeptpushingme

awayuntilshetriedtokillme(shefrowned)yesshe

triedtokillme.Notonce,nottwice,notthreetimes

but6timesPrecious6timesescapingRona'sclaws

allforwantingtohavearelationshipwithyou

Precious:mymotherwouldneverdosuchathingto

me.Shelovesme

Patrick:ifshelovedyoushewouldn'thaveletyou

sufferwhenyourfatherhadeverythingheneededin



life.Youwouldn'thavegivenyourselftoamanjust

togetoutofpoverty

Precious:stoplying

Patrick:imnotlying.Justlikeeveryoneelseyour

motherusedyouforherownselfishreasons.You

wereoneofherpawnsinherlittlegame.Sheused

youtogetthelifeshewanted

Precious:liesPatrick,lies!Ifyouhadeverythingyou

neededwhywouldshenotwantanythingtodowith

you?

Patrick:becauseiwantedustoseparatebuthavea

relationshipwithyouhenceshetookmyfertilityso

thaticouldnotkeepawoman

Precious:youareonepatheticliardon'tyouever

comebackhere(shestoodup)

Patrick:ifyoudon'tbelievethenlistentothisbefore

yougo

Shefrownedwhilehetookouthisphoneandplayed

therecordingofhimandRonaearlier.Precious's



frowngotfirmereachsecondassheslowlysat

down.Herheartstartedtoracewithherjaw

droppinghearingeverything...

Precious:nothiscan'tbe,mymotherwould

never...my...(swallowed)howcanRonadothisto

me!Howcan...

Shegaspedasherlungsclosedinandswalloweda

painfullumpholdingherchest...

Patrick:imreallysorry

Precious:pleasetakemebacktomycell

Patrick:weneedto...

Precious:isaidtakemebacktomycellguard!

Sheangrilysaidhittingthetableastheguard

escortedherbackwhilePatricksatbackandsmiled

puttinghisphonebackintohispocket...



Patrick:it'stimetoshithotpepperRona.Youare

goingtofeelexactlywhatifeltwhenyoutookmy

childawayfromme(chuckledleaving)revengeisa

dishbestservedcold.

AtTitus'shouse...

WithLesedifeedingtheirbabyTitusbroughthera

snackonatrayasshesmiledthrowingonebiscuit

inhermouth...

Lesedi:icouldgetusedtothis

Titus:(chuckled)waituntilimaprominentbusiness

man

Lesedi:yes?

Titus:yesloveyouarelookingatthenextbigthing

Lesedi:imlistening



Titus:soihadachatwithJoshuaandtoldhimhow

iwanttoimprovemylifeandheofferedmea

scholarshipandmentorship

Lesedi:(smiled)babeareyoubeingseriousright

now?

Titus:yesmylove.Hesuggestedienrolfora

businesscoursesothatilearnwhatisreally

neededtohaveasuccessfulbusiness

Lesedi:thisiswonderfulnewsmyloveimhappyfor

you.Doyouhaveanyideasofwhichbusinessyou

wanttogofor?

Titus:notyetandiwantyoutobeinvolvedinthis

aswellbecauseit'sgoingtobenefitusandour

children

Lesedi:don'tworrymylovewewillstart

brainstorming.Imsoproudofyoumyloveittakesa

lottoapproachsomeoneandtellthemthatyou

needtheirhelp

Titus:iknowrightiwashavingsecondthoughts

thinkingthatmaybehe'sgoingtosaywearetaking

advantageofhim



Lesedi:nomanJoshuaisawonderfulmanthefact

thathegaveyoualongtermsolutionsaysalot

abouthim.Weshoulddosomethingforhimjustto

saythankyou

Titus:allingoodtimelove

Lesedi:wow,comeherelove

Shepulledhiminforakissasthebabygroaned

andtheylaughed...

Titus:don'tyoudaretrytocomebetweenuswena

(theylaughedmore)

Lesedi:ihavesomegoodnewsaswellmylove

Titus:ohreallynow?

Lesedi:yesbabe.Ireceivedanofferforajobearlier

today

Titus:(hisjawdroppedsmiling)what!?

Lesedi:(smiled)yesmyloveiwasstilltakinginthe

newshenceimtellingyounow



Titus:thisisamazingnewsmylove.Theheavens

arefinallyopeningup

Lesedi:yesbabe.Mondayimreportingtowork

Titus:youlie

Lesedi:imtellingyoubabe.Mondayiwillbethe

newSetswanateacherinLedumangSenior

Titus:thisisamazingbabe

Hekissedheralloverastheylaughedwhilethe

babycomplained...

Titus:waitweneedtogoshoppingforyournew

outfits.Nowomanofmineisgoingtorockupat

workwitholdclothes

Lesedi:butwehavenomoneylyingaroundbabe

Titus:(smiled)amanalwayshasabackupplanfor

rainydaysmylove

Lesedi:awwbabethankyou



Titus:tomorrowwearegoingout,doshoppingand

enjoyourlastfreedays

Lesedi:wait,babysitting?

Titus:mamaisalwaysboredinthatbighouseso

shewouldn'tmind

Lesedi:perfectandmaybesometimeswecaninvite

hertocomeoverforaweekortwojustforMaya

andJoshuatohavesoprivacyyouknow

Titus:notaproblemmylove.

Lesedi:thismeansthatbytheendoftheyearwe

canhaveoursmallintimateweddingmylove

Titus:(smiled)youtookthewordsstraightoutof

mymouthbutfirstthingisfirstwehavetothank

Godforfinallybringinglightintoourhome

Lesedi:true

Hesmiledtakingabiscuitfromhersassheslapped

hishandandtheylaughedwithbabyMarang

joiningin.



AtKgangT&T...

JoshuawhistledpassingDuncan'sofficebut

stoppedandfrownedseeinghimlookingmiles

awaythroughthewindow.Heheadedinsideandhe

wasstillzonedoutasheslammedthedoorandhe

jumpedstartled...

Duncan:yesesman!

Joshua:wakeupandwhyareyouhavingyour

blindswideopenlikethis?

Duncan:arethey?Ohyestheyareiguessthe

cleanerforgottoclosethem

Joshua:everyonewhopassedherehasbeen

seeinghowmiserableyoulook

Duncan:what?

Joshua:(satdown)what'sonyourmind?

Duncan:(sighed)don'tworryaboutitimjust



readingmuchintothings

Joshua:whatthings?

Duncan:Lorna

Joshua:youaddressyourwifeasthings?Ihope

youarenotstartingDuncan?

Duncan:ohnonomanimdonewiththatlifeiwant

tobeaperfecthusbandbutiwonderifLornaisstill

onthesamepageasi

Joshua:whatareyousaying?

Duncan:herbehaviourischangingandidon'tthink

ilikeit

Joshua:howso?

Duncan:yesterdaywhenwecamefromthefuneral

acarstoppednexttousbythetrafficlightsandthis

guyrolleddownhiswindowandhitthehooter.

Lornadidthesameandhetoldherhowbeautiful

sheis

Joshua:whileyouwerethere?

Duncan:yesandtomakethingsworseshegave



himhernumber

Joshua:what?

Duncan:shesayssheneedsfriends

Joshua:oh

Duncan:butthisguytoldhershelooksbeautiful

man

Joshua:doyouthinkLornawouldstoopthatlow?

Duncan:youcanneverknowdudeandagainshe

saysshe'sonapathofstartingabusinessandi

onlyfoundoutyesterday

Joshua:iwonderwhy

Duncan:(sighed)becauseihaven'tbeenspending

timewithherandtalkaboutheraspirations

Joshua:whyiminotsurprised

Duncan:dudeican'taffordtoloseLornawhatifshe

startsmakingmoneyandseesmeasworthless?

(Joshuafrowned)ican'tlosemymarriage

Joshua:youknowyoupavedthewayforallofthis

right?Andneverinyourlifethinkyoucankeepa



womanwithmoneyareyouinsane?That'daninsult

toyourwifeandyoushouldtakeitback

Duncan:comeondudethat'sunfair

Joshua:tellme,ifyouwerenotexposedwouldyou

havestoppedseeingPatience?(Hekeptquiet)you

see?Sometimesiwonderifyoureallylovethis

womanornotbecausewhatimgettingfromyou

nowisthatyouaresorrybecauseyougotcaught

andimgoingtobefrankwithyou.ShouldLorna

decidetogetbackatyouiwouldsupporther

Duncan:ahdude

Joshua:(stoodup)noDuncanitsmenlikeyouwho

paintabadpicturetowomenaboutusijusthope

whenshedoesitshegetssmartaboutitand

doesn'tcomeacrossasabitterwife

Duncan:soyouaresayingmywifeshouldcheaton

meandideserveit

Joshua:myfriendafterwhatyoudidtoawoman

whogaveyouherall,youdeservemorethanbeing

cheatedon



Duncan:iforgethowyoucanbeattimes

Joshua:youknowineverlietoyoumyboy.Lornais

worthmorethanwhatyouaregivingher.It'seither

youpullupyoursocksorwatchherslipoutofyour

hands.Goodluckboyza.HaveawonderfulFriday

boy

HewinkedathimandheadedoutwhileDuncan

sighedsittingback...

Duncan:yeahhe'ssomehowrightineedtopullup

mysocks.

AtLewis'shouse...

HefrownedlookingoutthewindowasBianca

madeherwayin...

Lewis:waboabatlangyoo(whatdoesshewant



now)(sheknocked)comein

Bianca:heylove

Lewis:heynanaareyounotworking?

Bianca:noimoff.Whereareyoupackingto?

Lewis:kesialematebelesweety(goingaway)

Bianca:huh?

Lewis:imjustvisitingsomeone

Bianca:obonemonnaLewis?(Haveyoufounda

man)

Lewis:giantyaMosobeyanunuakoosekawa

ntowatlhekanalonabanyanaletletsemonagore

(don'tbewitchmepleaseyougirlsarefullof

jealousy)

Bianca:andyoudidn'ttellme?

Lewis:imiobligedtotellyoueverything?

Bianca:arewenotsupposedtobefriends?

Lewis:ehehdarlyyouaretheverysamepeople

whogobehindourbacksandblockourblessings.



Friendsornotimnotobligedtotellyoueverything

happeninginmylife

Bianca:yetMayaknows

Lewis:yesbecauseherhusbandtobeworkswith

myman'sfriend.(Smiled)sogoodtoknowpeople

ofhighcalibresooniwon'tbeteachinganymore

butowningaschool.ImagineStLewishigh,great

soundtoitneh(hechuckledwhilesherolledher

eyes)

Bianca:anywaysoMayaisreallygettingmarried?

Lewis:ohyesmyloveisn'tthatamazing?

Bianca:mmh

Lewis:(frowned)Bianca?

Bianca:nonoit'sjustthatididn'texpectityou

know.Legoneisthismanofhersalegitbusiness

owner?Imeanhowcanonebesorich?Isuspecthe

sacrifiseschildrentobethissuccessful.Noman

canbethisrich

Lewis:otherpeopleworktheirassesoffBiancaand

theymindtheirownbusinessthat'swhytheyare



thissuccessful.GaoswabeBianca?(Aren'tyou

ashamedofyourself)Tlhemmaakooitshwabele

(shameonyou)

Bianca:noimstatingpossiblefactsherewhatif

he'sacultleader

Lewis:(heldhiswaistshakinghishead)nxnxnx

youwillneverchangeneh?Youwillforeverbethis

miserablejealousBianca

Bianca:me?Jealous?OhcomeonLewis

Lewis:itdoesn'ttakeanythingtobehappyfor

anotherpersonBianca.Thisiswhyyouwillnever

moveupinlifeyouarebusylookingintoother

people'slives.Growupman

Bianca:ithinkMayaneedstobecareful.Heeor

maybeshefedhimsomethingimeannoonecan

beinlovelikethis

Lewis:(laughed)otlhabisaditlhonggoreBiancaah

mma?(Youarehonestlyembarassing)shefedhim

something,leratolekukueboruma(loveandgood

pussy)somethingidoubtyouhave



Bianca:wanthogaLewis(you'reinsultingme)

Lewis:Mayaisaveryrespectfulanddowntoearth

womanwhodeservesnothingbutpurehappiness.I

can'tbelieveimhonestlylisteningtoyouspewso

muchnonsenseaboutmyfriend.Pleaseleave.You

canlearnalotfromMayamaybejustmaybeyou

willfindamanyou'reworthbutyoustillhavealong

waytogomylove

Bianca:yohgosiamerra.(Bye)

Lewis:byenana.ImwatchingyoulonaboBiancale

ditypetsagojesetsamotho(youarecapableof

poisoningaperson)

Bianca:mxm

ShesaidleavingwhileLewislaughedshakinghis

headnotbelievingher.Shegotinhercaranddrove

alittlethenreachedforherphonedialingMaya...

Maya:Bianca

Bianca:heybabehowareyoudoing?



Maya:imgoodandyourself?

Bianca:imfantastic.Howarethewedding

preparationsgoing?

Maya:wearestillmourning

Bianca:ohoklovegonemmewhendoyouplanto

havethewedding?

Maya:wedon'tknowyet

Bianca:(rolledhereyes)sheetlhemmabuakante

bagoreetsebareketlagolowa(justtellmeordid

theysayiwillbewitchyou)

Maya:(frowned)andwheredoesthatcomefrom?

Bianca:ifeellikeyouarejustwithholding

informationfromme.Gapeasthebestladyineed

tobeuptodatewitheverything

Maya:bestlady?

Bianca:yeslove.Oriminotyourfemalefriend?I

meanyoucan'tmakeLewisyourmaidofhonour

andthatgirlwhat'shername,Moraediorwhatever,

shejustcameintoyourliferecently



Maya:it'sMareledi,andit'snotaboutwhohasbeen

inmylifeforlongdear.She'sactuallythemaidof

honour

Bianca:uhu?WhataboutmeMaya?

Maya:whataboutyou?

Bianca:imjustgoingtobeamerebride'smaid?Ao

mmaMaya?

Maya:bride'smaid?Noyouarenot

Bianca:heebanna

Maya:yeswehaveenoughpeople.Mareledi,Lewis,

hubby'sfriendandhisbrother

Bianca:sojustlikethatimsidelined?

Maya:nottobeoffensivebutiratherhavepeoplei

cantrustinmycircle

Bianca:ohwow

Maya:yes

Bianca:soyoudon'ttrustme?

Maya:notevenonebitbabes



Bianca:why?

Maya:yourcommentswhenyoucameherefor

dinnerweresomewhatsubliminalsoitmademe

thinkofafewthingsaboutyou

Bianca:ijobanyana

Maya:it'snothingpersonalmylove.Wewillsend

youapatternthenyougotoyourtailorhey.Byei

havetogoaclientjustwalkedin

Bianca:butMayai...(shehunguponher)sies

(clickedhertonguethrowingherphoneontheother

seat)seloseseipoleletsewaitsemmewaakaga

anagosebona.Ngwanyanafelayotshodisitsweng

banabababedikemosimanewaletlakalaaboatla

gonnyallwapele?Keraa(thisthingisreallyover

confidentbutshe'snevergoingtosucceed.How

cansomeoneimpregnatedtwicebyanexcuseofa

mangetmarriedbeforeme?Never)ey!

Shesaidquicklyhittingthebreaksasshealmosthit

acowthatcameoutofnowhere...



Bianca:bloodyfoolwheredoesitcomefrom!?Nxla!

InhouseofChiboutique...

Lornasangalongtothesongplayingfromthestore

speakerswhilepickingafewnewitems.Herphone

rangasshebitherlowerlipreachingforitinher

bag...

Lorna:unknownnumber(flippedherhairand

answered)MrsDuncanhello?

Lady:goodafternoonMrsDuncanyouarespeaking

toacounsellorfromtheJuvinileprison

Lorna:ohokhidearwhatcanidoforyou?

Lady:ijusthadalengthyconversationwithyour

son

Lorna:ohreally?



Lady:yesandhereallyopeneduptome

Lorna:didhe?

Lady:yesma'amhetoldmethereasonwhyhe's

hereandwhatledtohimbeinghere

Lorna:ohok.Imgladhespoketoyoubutihopehe

didn'tputyouuptothismylady

Lady:ohnonohedidn't.Iactuallyfoundhiminmy

officeandhebrokedown

Lorna:thelasttimeheaskedforforgivenesshe

criedandwhatdidhedoafterfoolinghisfatherand

sister?Hetriedtokillmesoit'shonestlygoingto

takealotformetobelievethathistearsare

genuine

Lady:ireallygetwhereyouarecomingfromthatis

whyiwanttomeetupwithyouguysandhim.He

hasdefinitelyburntsomebridgeswhichwilltake

timetorebuildbutI'mhopefulthateverythingwill

fallintoplaceifhestandsbyhisword

Lorna:imupforworkingthingsoutwithhimand

likeyousayit'sgoingtotakesometimeandalotof



work.Whenwouldyouliketomeetupwithus?

Lady:kindlycheckyourschedulefromMondayto

Wednesdaythenletmeknow

Lorna:ohok.Iwilldefinitelytalktoyouonthis

numberright?

Lady:yesma'ammynameisResego

Lorna:okiwillsaveyournumber.Thankyouhey

Resego:thepleasureisallminemylady

TheyhungupasLornaraisedhereyebrowand

scoffedfinishingwithhershopping.Sheheadedto

thecashregisterandpassedbyamirrorchecking

herselfout...

Lorna:hmmithinkwearedueforanewhairstyle

Lonza.Timeforsomethingfreshandnew

Shesmiledgreetingtheteller.



THATEVENING...

AtJoshua'shouse...

WithLucasandNyashavisitingthefamilysat

aroundthetablehavingdinnerwithMrandMrs

Kgangintheirmidst...

Joshua:mamawhenareyouguysgoingbackhome

andareyouguysnotsupposedtobegoingto

Florida?

MrK:areyouchasingusawayJoshua?(Theyall

laughed)

Glidia:wearenotgoinganywhereuntilthelastday

ofthewedding

Keneilwe:thankyou

Joshua:ahmamaKwenayouaresayingthat

becauseyoudon'twantyourfriendtoleaveyou



alone(theylaughed)

Keneilwe:caughtredhandedimgoingtobebored

aloneespeciallywiththekidsgoingtoschool

Maya:akereLesedisaystheyaregoingtostart

bringingthebabyforyoutobabysit

Keneilwe:whatimigoingtodowithsomeonewho

doesn'ttalkMaya?(Theylaughed)

Glidia:don'tworrymylovewearenotgoing

anywhereok

Keneilwe:wonderful

Maya:anywayspeakingoftheweddingdear

parentswebelievethetimehascomeforthingsto

takeoff(Glidiaululated)

Keneilwe:thatiswondefulnewsmylove

Joshua:whichmeanspapait'stimetotalktothe

Moetielders

Keneilwe:iguessiwillhavetogetintouchwithmy

uncleandlethimknow

Maya:dothatmama



Glidia:ihopey'alldon'tkilluswiththebrideprice

(theylaughed)

Keneilwe:mydaughter'sworthdoesn'tevencome

closetoallthemoneyintheworld

MrK:ijajaresule(wearedead)misteryoubetterbe

ready(theyalllaughed)

Joshua:iknowMayawillputinagoodwordforme

tomamaK

Maya:ijoimnotgettinginvolved

Joshua:ahlove?Youareturningonmenow?

Maya:mamaknowsbestbabeandimmaleaveitat

that

Keneilwe:that'smygirl(theyalllaughed)

Maya:whiletheeldersaresortingtheirthingsouti

wantustomeetwithourteamassoonastomorrow

myloveandstartbrainstormingiwantyoutoalso

behandsonintheplanningimnotgoingtomarrya

manwhowantsmetodoeverythingmyself

Joshua:yourwishismycommandma'am



Maya:goodiwillcallMarelediandLewisfromhere

thenyoucallDuncanwewilltalktoStephen

throughthephoneiwantahandsonteam

Glidia:nowthat'swhatabrideshoulddo

Maya'sphonevibratedasshereadthemessage

andscoffed...

Joshua:everythingok?

Maya:it'sMrsTaolo.ShesaysRona,Preciousand

Jorge'scasesarestartingonMonday

Glidia:(smiled)didyoujustsayRona?

Maya:eemma

Glidia:thisisgoingtobegood.

Joshua:finallyJorgewillfacethewrathofthelaw

MrK:who'sJorge?

Maya:myexbosswhothoughtcouldsleepwithme

afterkillingthefatherofmychildrenandtrytopin



themurderonme

Glidia:passmehisdetailsplease

Maya:iwill.

MrK:(chuckled)honeywhydon'tyoujustrequest

tobereinstatedbecauseifeellikeyoumissyour

job

Glidia:imighttakeyouuponthatyouknow

Joshua:aemamayouareoldheebathong

Theylaughed.

AttheDuncan's...

Inashimmeringgoldandblackjumpsuitthatsat

wellonherfigure,highheels,afullfacebeatonand

afreshbleachedwithgoldgermanladiescutLorna

madeherwaydownstairs...



Apple:MmemmaDuncankasebele(MrsDuncanin

theflesh)

Lorna:(smiled)youlovethelook?

Apple:ohyesmylove,tick,tick,tick(Duncan

frownedlookingatherfromdownup)

Lorna:whatdoyouthinklove?(Hekeptquietwith

hisjawonthefloor)Duncan?

Duncan:huh?Ohyoulookamazingididn'tknowwe

weregoingout

Lorna:no,iamgoingout

Apple:youaregoingtowipethefloorwiththem

shamemama.

Lorna:that'stheintention.Wherearethosemuffins,

ohyeah(shetookthem)

Duncan:whoareyougoingoutwith?

Lorna:mynewfriend

Duncan:(choked)who?

Lorna:eerra.Babemakesureyourdadhasdinner

ok.



Apple:okmamahavefun

Lorna:iintendtomybaby.Pleasedon'twaituphey

iwillbebackverylate.Toodles

ShesmiledleavingasApplesmiledcheckingher

outwhileDuncanswallowedandsniffedgoingup...

Apple:aodadithoughtweweregoingtowatcha

movie

Duncan:ihaveaheadache

Applewidenedhereyesandcoveredhermouth

smiling.

^

^

^

^

^
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Atarestaurant...

Lornagiggledwipingthecornersofhermouthwith

anapkinwhileHeroldtookasipfromhisdrink...

Herold:buthonestlyspeakingwhydoyouhaveto

dothat?

Lorna:mymuffinsareworthtoomuchshame

Herold:butweneverspokeaboutthat

Lorna:imallowedtochangemymindanytimeright?

Herold:ohwowokiwillmakesuretobeonmybest

behaviourbecauseidon'tintendongoinghome

withoutthem

Lorna:weshallsee.



Herold:sothatmanisawinthecarwithyou?

Lorna:whatabouthim?

Herold:isheyourhusband

Lorna:wearemarriedyes(Heroldfrowned)whatis

it?

Herold:thatanswerlacksweight

Lorna:becauseidon'twanttotalkaboutit

Herold:areyouhappy?

Lorna:sowearegoingtotalkaboutdeeppersonal

thingsnow?Ithoughtwewereheretohangoutand

havefun

Herold:youdon'twantthat?

Lorna:yesplease

Herold:ohokthenhavingfunandlettinglooseis

whatwewilldo.Sorryforthathey

Lorna:it'sokdon'tworry

Theychuckledasherphonerang.Shesighedand



switcheditoffputtingitinherbagwhileinbed

DuncansighedturningtotheothersideasLorna's

phonedidn'tgothrough.Hewantedtogoback

downtowatchamoviewithApplebuthis

emotionalstatewouldn'tallowhim.Hiswifewas

outwithanotherman,definitelysomethingnottobe

comfortablewith.

InRamotswa...

Kgomotsofinishedwashingthedishesandjoined

hersisterinthelivingroomwhofrownedlookingat

her...

Patience:areyounotgoingouttoday?

Kgomotso:noimnot

Patience:why?

Kgomotso:idon'twantto

Patience:stoplying



Kgomotso:mmaidon'twanttogoout.Ihave

realisedthatihavemadepeopleseemeasa

nobody.Someonewhoknowsnothingbutalcohol

Patience:ohwow

Kgomotso:yesimtakingchargeofmylifenow

Patience:whodoyouowe?

Kgomotso:excuseme?

Patience:youcan'tjuststopdrinkingalcoholwho

doyouoweKgomotso?

Kgomotso:onnyaditsegoresiesnomatterwhat

youknowiwouldnevertakebeeroncredit.

Patience:ijo.AnywaycourtisstartingonMonday

areyouready?

Kgomotso:readyforwhat?

Patience:youaremycharacterwitnessakere

Kgomotso

Kgomotso:nottobeinsensitiveoranything,Jrisno

morewhyaretheystilltakingyoutocourt?

Patience:idon'tknow,ijustdon'tknow



Kgomotso:youguysarehonestlyexhausting.

DuncanshouldgetLornatodropthecharges

Patience:idon'tevenwanttotalktothatpieceshit.

Iwilljustgothroughwiththecaseandseewhereit

takesme

Kgomotso:goodluckdearimofftobed

Patience:alright.Goodnightijustwanttofinishthis

movie.

Atapublichospital...

Adoctorand2nurseswalkedinNale'sroomand

shewassoweak.Shelookedlikeshewasgoingto

dieatanygiventimen.Herlipswereverydry,you

couldevenseehernervesonherbody.Allthatwas

leftwasskinandbonesshehadnofleshatall.Her

eyesweretooyellowandhadsomedarkdots.It

wasallthankstothedialysisthatshewasstill

hangingon...



Dr:Naleit'sthedoctor.Wearegoingtotakeyouto

surgery

Nale:(softly)huh?

Dr:yesma'amoneofourpatientswhojustpassed

onaskedfortheirorganstobedonated.Weknow

there'sawaitinglistbutwedon'twantyoutolose

yourlife.Youhavealottostilldoibelieve

Nale:justletmedieihavenopurposeinthisworld

Dr:wearenotgoingtodothat.Nurseslet'sget

moving

Hesmiledleadingthewayoutwhilethenurses

pushedNaleoutasateardroppedfromhereye.

LATERTHATNIGHT

AttheDuncan's...



Itwasaround11:45asatipsyLornamadeherway

intothehousewithhershoesonherhand.She

checkedifhercarkeysandeverythingwasonher

andmadeherwaytothekitchen,tookabottleof

waterandheadedup.Shesighedaftersteppingon

thelaststairandshookherheadgoingforthe

bedroom.SheopenedandfrownedatDuncanwho

wasstilluponhisphone...

Lorna:youareup

Duncan:yes.Ididn'thearyoudriveinwhere'syour

car?

Lorna:ileftitattheclubiwasnotgoingtodrive

whileundertheinfluence.

Duncan:howdidyougethere?

Lorna:itookacab

Duncan:soyourfriendmadeyoutakeacabwhile

hedrovehome?

Lorna:Heroldisaveryresponsibleman.Wedrove

inthecabtogether.Weleftourcarsattheparking



lotandyeswespoketothesecuritytolookoutfor

themandbeforeyousayanythingihavemykeys

onme.Canigoshowernow?

Duncan:Herold(sneered)whyareyoushowering?

Lorna:ican'tsleeponwhitebeddingwithmakeup

onDuncan(scoffed)youthinkisleptwithHerold?

Imnotacitywhoreimaresponsiblemarried

womanwhorespectshermarriagehenceimade

suretobehomebeforemidnight

Shechuckledshakingherheadandmadewayto

thebathroomwhereshetookanasprinwiththe

waterandopenedtheshowerwhilesoftlysinging.

Duncansighedandputhisphonedownsliding

downintothebed.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

InPrison...



Precioussatonthetablealonehavingbreakfastas

Ronamadeherwayin.ShesmiledseeingPrecious

andwenttoher...

Rona:idon'tknowwhatthisstupidwoman's

missionisbutimnotgoingtoletherwin.Hinana

(shekeptquiet)Preciousimtalkingtoyou

Shejustlookedatherandbackdownonherplate...

Rona:imnotgoingtotoleratethisbehaviour

Preciousnotnow

Precious:excuseme?

Rona:what'sgoingonwithyou?

Precious:youhavesomenervetoaskmethat

stupidquestion

Rona:watchyourtongueyoungwoman

Precious:orwhat?TellmeRonadoyoufindjoyin

takingotherpeople'sfertility?



Rona:areyoucrazyPreciousnotsoloud

Precious:(spokeevenlouder)iwillscreamifihave

to!Youareanevilwomanandyoudon'tdeserveto

live.Idon'tknowwhytheydidn'tjustletyoudie!

Guard:heyyoushouldkeepitdown!

Rona:youbetterlisten

Precious:imnotgoingtokeepitdownwhenthis

womanliedtomeandsaidmyfatherwasdead!

(Rona'sheartskippedabeat)whatkindofawoman

keepsachildfromtheirfatherjustbecausetheman

doesn'twantheranymore!?Youneverlovedme

Ronayoujustkeptmeforyourownselfishreasons!

Guard:MrsKavimba!

Precious:itoldyoutoleavemealone

Rona:Preciousdon'tdothis

Precious:icouldn'tbelivingthelifeimlivingnow

butnoyouwantedmetodiealoneandmiserable

likeyou.Ronayouareevilyouarethedevilhimself!



Ronaslappedherasallinmatesgaspedlooking

on...

Guard:okladiesbreakitoff!

Precious:(swallowedholdinghercheek)letmetell

yousomethingmydearestmotherifyouthinkim

goingtoletmyselfbedraggeddownbyyou,you

haveanotherthingcoming

SheclickedhertongueandleftwhileRonacleared

herthroatandsatdown...

Rona:whatareyoualllookingat?Focusonyour

tastelessfood(sheclickedgertongue)

Rocky:troubleinparadiseandimhereforit

Sheburstintoaloudlaugh.



AtJoshua'shouse...

Glidia,Keneilweandthekidsdecidedtogoto

Glidia'shousewhileMayaandJoshuabrought

togethertheirteam.MayaandMareledicamewith

thesnacksfindingLewisandthemenlaughing...

Joshua:Lewisishonestlyasportimtiredofhim

already(theylaughedmore)

Lewis:imeanit'ssuchagreatanduniqueidea.Get

marriedinthesky

Maya:bathongLewishow?

Lewis:hotairballoonsMaya

Maya:howmanywillweneed?

Lewis:foryouguysandthepastor,forusthe

weddingpartyandfortheeldersonly.Therestwill

justcomeforthereception

Maya:that'saniceidea...

Joshua:babenoahah



Maya:butidon'twanttomissanopportunityof

walkingdowntheislebabes

Joshua:thankyouthebossladyhasspoken

Lewis:comeonYayawalkingdowntheisleis

ancient

Maya:iwantmymantowatchmewalkdownfor

him.Iwantpeopletoseemydressandagainihave

somethingplannedforthatmoment

Joshua:surprisesalready?

Maya:(chuckled)focus.Wearedonewithcolours

sonowlet'sgetintocateringweneedtocomeup

withamouthwateringandsatisfyingmenu

Lewis:andpleasemakesurethebridalpartyfoodis

safeguardedbecausenoteveryoneishappythat

youguysaregettingmarried

Maya:doyouknowsomethingwedon't?

Lewis:yepBiancacametomyhouseyesterdayand

shewasbusyaskingmeifyouarereallygetting

marriedandimlikeyesBiancaisthereaproblem

andshewaslike,Mayaprobablyfedthatguy



somethingandagainhowcanapersonbethatrich

he'sobviouslyacultmember

Maya:uhu

Joshua:wow

Lewis:andididn'tlietoheritoldherthatshe's

capableofpoisoningsomeone

Maya:ithinkweshoulddisinviteher

Mareledi:thankyoubutshemightstillmakeit

eitherway

Maya:notunlesswehaveasystemofmakingsure

thepeoplewehaveinvitedaretheoneswhowill

onlyattend

Mareledi:whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Maya:iwasthinkingweshouldsendinvitesonline

andgetpeopletoRSVPwhohaveRSVP'dwillbe

allowedinbecausetheywillprovideinformationof

theirrsvpattheentrance.Theguardswillalsohave

alistofeveryonewhorsvp'd.

Duncan:okigettheideabutwhataboutthosewho

wanttocomewiththeirplusone'sorthree's?



Maya:wewillmakesurethersvpformhasthatpart

theytellusthedetailsoftheextrapeopletheyare

comingwiththentheguardswillhavethat

information

Joshua:wondefulideamyloveStephenknows

thesethingssoibelievehewillworkonit,rightbro?

Stephen:(overthevideocall)yesbroit'snota

problemiwillalsomakesurethatthersvplinkis

guardedanddoesnotgetleaked.

Joshua:perfectwiththatoutofthewaylet'sgeton

withthemenuideas

Maya:butBiancathough?Yoh

Sheclappedonceastheycontinuedwiththeir

meeting.

BackinPrison...

Precious:imbusywithmylaundryidon'thavetime



forvisitors

Guard:canyoujustmoveitandstoptalking

Precious:idon'tevenknowwhyyoupeople...

Shefrozeasherheartskippedabeatafterthe

guardopenedthedoorandshelockedeyeswith

Albertwhowasaloneinthevisitingarea...

Albert:(smiled)PreciousKavimba

Sheswallowedwithherheartracingandslowly

turnedtotheguardwhoaskedhertogotakeher

seat...

Albert:comeonhoneydon'tbescaredyouknowi

don'tbite

Hesmiledmoreandwinkedatherassheslowly



madewaytothetable...

Albert:that'smygirl
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Precious:whatareyoudoinghereAlbert?

Albert:whatdoyouthink?

Precious:Albertyouneedtogobacktowhereyou

camefrom

Albert:Preciousimhereformydaughter



Precious:youwish.Youhavenochildwithme

Albert:Preciousihavetherighttobewithmychild.

Ihavemissedon18yearsofmydaughter'slifeit's

timeimadeupforit

Precious:youthinkshe'sgoingtowantthat?She's

finewheresheissoforgetitandleaveheralone

Albert:noonewouldmissachanceofrelocatingto

theUnitedstatesofAmerica

Precious:excuseme?

Albert:yesimtakingmychildandimgoingtostay

withherinAmerica.Youhavebeennothingbuta

badexampletomychild.

Precious:Lovemorewouldneverallowthatheloves

her

Albert:attheendofthedaythechoiceisNyasha's

mylove.She's18soshe'soldenoughtomakeher

owndecisions

Precious:idareyoutotakemychildyousonofa

bitch

Albert:youkeptmychildawayfrommewheni



wantedtobeapartofherlifebutbecauseyouwere

busycryingsayingyoudon'twanttoloseyour

marriageibecameafoolandputyoufirst.That's

thethingwithyouPreciousyouareselfish.Hadyou

leftLovemoreyouwouldn'tbeinthismessyou

wouldbegoingtoAmericawithusbutnoyou

chosethedarkpath

Precious:Albertyouarenotgoinganywherewith

mydaughter

Albert:watchme(hestoodupandleft)

Precious:Albert!?Albertcomebackhere!Al...shit

man!Shit!Shit!Shit!

Sheroughlyrubbedherfacegruntingandscratched

herheadthenpunchedthetableleaving...

Precious:damnit!

Inaparkinglot...



Inwhiteshorts,ashirtandsandalsLornamadeit

outofthecabwhileApplecameouttheotherside

inashortdenimdungareeandawhiteshirtwith

sandals.TheywenttotheguardsasLornaspoke

withthemforabitandwenttohercar.Heroldcame

withcoffeewearingshortsandagolfshirtaswell...

Herold:ohheyMrsD

Lorna:ohhi,soyoucameforyourcarwithout

tellingme?

Herold:ithoughtyouwerestilloutsoididn'twant

todisturb

Lorna:idodrinkHerryitwasn'tmyfirsttime

Herold:sorryMrsD(theylaughed)

Lorna:babycomemeetmyfriend

Applegotoutofthecarandwenttotheirside...



Apple:goodday

Herold:helloyounggirl.YoumustbeAppleright?

Apple:yessir

Herold:imHeroldyourmom'snewbestfriend

Apple:ohthat'snice.Nicetomeetyouihopeshe

toldyoushehasnofriendsidon'tunderstandwhy

Herold:andtothinkshe'saballoffun(theylaughed)

Lorna:okmaybeishouldleaveyouguysalone

(theylaughed)

Apple:imgladyouguyshadfunlastnight

Herold:ohwedidshame.MrsDwhatareyoudoing

tomorrow?

Lorna:iwanttogotochurchwithmydaughterwhy?

Herold:youknowwhatimcomingalong

Apple:thatwouldbegreat

Herold:thendolunchafterwards?

Apple:iseenoproblemwiththat

Herold:awesome.WillMrDbethere?



Apple:icantalktohim

Herold:good.Themorethemerrier

Lorna:soiguessmyopinionisnotneeded

Apple:youhavebeenoutnumberedmommy(they

laughed)

Lorna:andthecoffee?

Herold:imgoingtohavemymuffins.Irealisedihad

ranoutofcoffeebeansthismorningsoidecidedto

comegetonehereipreferfreshlymadecoffeeyou

know

Apple:youandiboth

Herold:wehavesomethingincommonisee

Apple:ican'twaittohangoutwithyou,youseemto

beabreathoffreshair

Herold:andweclicksowell.Iloveyourdaughter

MrsD

Lorna:(smiled)wellshe'sloveableagreatsoul.We

needtogetgoingA

Apple:yesma.Seeyoutomorrowsir



Herold:yesnanaMrsDdon'tforgettotextmethe

detailsneh

Lorna:iwillbuddy.Seeya

Herold:byeguys

Hejumpedinhiscarandtheygotintheirsdriving

off...

Apple:awwwmamahe'sagoodlookingman

Lorna:(smiled)youhaveacrushonhim?

Apple:ahnomahe'soldplusTonyseemstobethe

kindofguyiwanttobewith

Lorna:youshouldinvitehimfordinnersomedayi

wanttosusshimup

Apple:(laughed)don'tscarehimoffplease.MrH

wouldbeperfectforyoubutyouareamarried

woman

Lorna:(scoffed)yeah.Wemakegoodfriends.He's

abreathoffreshairlikeyousaidplushe's



spontaneousandalwaysreadyforanything

Apple:ilikehim

Lorna:hmmishouldwarnTony(theylaughed)

Apple:ittakesalotformetolikeapersonyouknow

Lorna:iknowthatheshouldconsiderhimself

blessed

Apple:hallelujah

Theylaughedheadingtoashoppingmall.

InCapetown...

Afterbuyingcandyflossinthestreetthey

continuedwiththeirwalkbothinshorts,whiteshirts

andmatchinghats...

Chioma:hicanyoupleasetakeusaphoto?

Lady:ok



ShegaveherherphoneasshewentonLovemore's

backwhiletheladycapturedthemafewphotosin

differentposes.Somekissingandsometeasing

oneanother...

Chioma:thankyou

Lady:you'rewelcome

Lovemore:here(hegaveherR200asshesmiled

walkingoff)

Chioma:ohtheseareniceshameshe'ssuchagreat

photographer

Lovemore:yeahneh.Nowlet'stalkaboutthisthing

youmadeusbuy

Chioma:it'safluffycandyLovemorejusttakeabite

Lovemore:hmm

Helookedatherwhileshelaughedandtookabite.

Hisfacechangedashetastedit...



Lovemore:ohoknotsobad

Chioma:youseeitoldyou

Lovemore:soma'amwhatarewedoingtonight?

Chioma:it'sasurpriseallyouhavetodoisdressup

Lovemore:ohokI'mupforthat

Chioma:ihopeyouareenjoyingyourself

Lovemore:ohtrustmeineededthis(theylaughed)

Chioma:let'sgointhatshopiwanttogetus

something

Lovemore:ok

Theyheadedtotheshopassheupdatedher

whatsappstatuswiththephotoofherselfon

Lovemore'sback...

" mymostcomfortableride Capetownisn'tso

badyouknow maybeoneshouldgetherselfan



apartmenthere.Thankyoutomytravelbuddyfor

thebestminivacationofmylife "

Shesentitandputherphoneaway.Backin

BotswanaKelechisawthestatusandgotthrown

off...

Kelechi:mxm,stupididiot.Ineverthoughtyoudo

thistomebutanyway

Shesaidputtingherphoneawayandchangedthe

tvchannel.

Atamall...

InashortdressandsneakersAbiolagotoutofher

carwithSundaeinjeansasportsbraandanover

sizedshirt.Theyheadedintothemallchatting

loudlyasAbiola'sphonereportedamessageand



reachedforit.Thesecondshelookedinherbag

shebumpedintoTshepowhowasalsoonhis

phone...

Tshepo:imsosorry

Abiola:ohnonoimsorryiwasbusylookinginmy

bagandnotwhereimgoing

Tshepo:iwaslookingonmyphone.

Abiola:(smiled)it'sok

Tshepo:mynameisTshepobytheway

Abiola:oh,nicemeetingyouTshepo"bytheway"

(theylaughed)mynameisAbiolaandthisismy

daughterSundae(Sundaesmiledwaving)

Tshepo:nicemeetingyouSundae

Sundae:likewisesir

Tshepo:sowhereareyouheadedoff?

Abiola:weareheretodosomeshoppingandhave

food.Justabondingsessionbetweemmotherand

daughter



Tshepo:ohokiwasgoingtoaskificanbuyyoua

soothingdrinkbutletmenotgetbetweenyour

specialdate

Abiola:(laughed)youaresofunny.Ohwellmaybe

I'dbeupforthedrinksomeotherdaybecausei

wouldusesomesoothing.Youhavesomestrong

bodythere

Tshepo:(smiled)perfectthengivemeyournumber

Hegaveherhisphoneasshesmiledsavingher

numberwhilehecheckedherout...

Tshepo:iwillcallyou

Abiola:ifyoudon'timgoingtohaveyouarrested

forassault(theylaughed)

Tshepo:prisonisthelastplaceiwannabe.(They

laughedmore)enjoyyourdayhey

Both:thankyou



HesmiledwalkingawayasAbiolaturned.Hereally

hadanicebody,smelledgreatandhadagreat

senseoffashion...

Sundae:ma,wakeuphe'sgone

Abiola:don'tbesilly

Sundae:ohcomeonevenablindmancanseethat

y'alllikeoneanother

Abiola:heain'tthatbadneh?

Sundae:amanwhorespectsmytimewithmy

motherimcoolwiththat

Abiola:(sighed)pityimgoingbacktoLondonsoon

Sundae:youwouldbesurprisedthathewouldn't

mindtravellingacrosstheglobeforyou

Abiola:(laughed)youwantmetogethookedneh?

Sundae:icannothaveaboyfriendwhilemymother

issinglecomeonnow



Theylaughedgoingintotheirfirstshop.

AtJoshua'shouse...

Maya,MarelediandLewisdecidedtohaveamini

sessioninthejacuzziwhileJoshuaandDuncansat

outsidehavingsomedrinks...

Joshua:irealisedyoutriedsohardtobefully

presentduringourmeetingbutitwashard.What's

eatingyoumyguy?

Duncan:howdoyouconcentratewhenyourwoman

camehomeat23:50fromanightoutwithanother

man?Tomakethingsworsesheheadedtothe

showerassoonasshegothomebutclaimsshe

didn'tsleepwithhim

Joshua:youreallythinkLornawouldstoopthatlow

togetbackatyou?

Duncan:youneverknowJoshuaandifshedid

somethingwiththisHeroldguyiwoulddieJoshua



Joshua:whyareyoubeinganarcissistDuncan?

Yousleptwiththehelpforfouryearsdidyounot

thinkofhowshewouldfeelshouldshefindout?

Duncan:Joshuathere'snothingaspainfulasbeing

cheatedonandseeingithappeningrightinfrontof

you

Joshua:thewisesay,iftheheatistoomuchto

handlegetoutofthekitchen

Duncan:iloveLorna

Joshua:Lornaisawomanofintegrityshewouldn't

degradeherselflikethat

Duncan:it'snotevenadegradethebastardisgood

lookinganddrivesanexpensivecar

Joshua:(laughed)yeahnehit'struethatwhena

womandecidestoretaliateshegoesallout.Fact

thatyoucancomplementtheguy'slooksmeans

he'sindeedgoodlooking.Idon'twishtobeyoumy

friend

Duncan:stoplaughingyouneverknowsomedayit

wouldbeyou



Joshua:atleastitwon'tbebecauseofmebecause

iknowhowmuchilovemywifetobeandiwould

neverdoanythingtohurther

Duncan:soyoudon'ttrusther?

Joshua:idobutasyearsgopeoplechangebutmy

everydayprayeristhatwhenwechangeitshould

begoodchangethatwilldousgood

Duncan:sowhatdoyouthinkimustdo?

Joshua:giveyourwifewhatsheneeds.Loveand

affection.Takeitbacktowhenyouwantedher.Do

allthosenicethingsforher,showinterestinherlife,

goalsandaspirationsandmostimportantlydon't

showherthatyouarejealous.Imjealousmostof

thetimeimwithMayainamallandinoticeguys

lookingather.Imeanmosadiwameopakile(my

womanisvoluptuous)andshe'sbeautifulthat'sa

factandmostguyswannahitthatbutinevershow

thatimjealous.Evenherchoiceofclothes

sometimes,I'dquietlybelikehoneyyouaregoingto

showpeoplemyassertsbutthenifshe's

comfortableimhappy



Duncan:haveyouseenhowbeautifulLornalooks

now?Shegotanewhaircutandbleachedherhair

dudeshelooksravishing

Joshua:thenworkhardtokeepthatbeautyinyour

housemyboy

Duncan:iguessishouldtakeyouuponthatone

Joshua:youshould.Neverinyourlifehurtawoman

becauseeyyouwilldieyoung

Theylaughed.

THATEVENING

AttheDuncan's...

SippingonsomecognacDuncansangalongtothe

softsoundsplayingfromthetvandcheckedonthe

roastingchickenintheoven.Heheardthecarstop

outsideandsmiledstartingtosetthetableinan



apron.LornaandApplewentinlaughingashe

smiledmore...

Duncan:mytwofavoritewomenintheworld

Apple:ohsomeoneisfeelingalittlebougee

Duncan:wellithoughtishouldmakesomethingfor

youguys.Familydinner

Apple:ohwow,youcook?Mom,shockingright?

Lorna:youcansaythatagain.Itdoessmellnice

though

Duncan:andtrustmetheyalsotastegreat.Imade

freshgarlicbread,roastedwedges,butternut,some

freshsaladfrommybeautifulwife'sgardenandthe

chicken

Apple:mymouthiswatering

Lorna:minetooican'twaittostuffmyself(they

laughed)

Duncan:youguysgofreshenupwhileifinishhere

Apple:okdad.Ihavesomethingtotellyou.Imet



mama'sfriendearlier

Duncan:(fakechuckled)ohyoudid?

Apple:yeahandhe'ssuchacoolman.Weinstantly

clicked

Duncan:imgladyoulikehim

Apple:trustmeyouwilltoo.He'scomingtochurch

tomorrowandinvitedusforlunchthatmeansyou

included

Duncan:oh?

Apple:yes.Letmegofreshenupwewilltalkmore

aboutitoverdinner

Duncan:mmh,wewill

TheywentupwhileDuncanwenttothekitchenand

downedhiswhiskeyandsighed...

Duncan:rememberJoshua'swordsDuncan,don't

showherthatyouarejealousandagainmaybehe's

gaywhoknowssokeepcalmbutyohwhatifhe's



notgay?Whatifhewants...ahnostopthinkingtoo

muchModancofocusonmakingyourwifehappy.

Hesaidcontinuingwithsettingthetablewhilethe

chickenfinishedcooking.

InPrison...

Lyingonherbunkwithherheadrunningwild

Precioussighedagainandturnedtotheotherside.

Theguardhitthebarsastheysatup...

Guard:deliveryforPreciousMoeti

Precious:forme?

Guard:yestake

Hethrewtheenvelopeinsideasshegotoffbedand

tookit.Sheanxiouslyopeneditandtookoutthe



documentinsidereadingit...

Precious:what!?(Herheartraced)asubpoenafor

metotestifyagainstRona?Arethesepeoplecrazy?

Howdoitestifyagainst...damnit!

Sheclickedhertonguethrowingthedocumentson

herbunk...

Lady:maybethisisyourchancetofixyour

mistakesandagainyousaidityourselfthatshehas

hurtyousowhynot

Preciousfrownedlookingatherasthethoughtran

wildinherhead.Theguardcamebackwitha

phone...

Guard:youhaveacall

Precious:oh?



Guard:bequickwedon'thaveallday(shetookthe

phone)

Precious:hello?

Glidia:ibelieveyougotyourlittlegift

Precious:whoimispeakingto?

Glidia:GlidiaKgang

Precious:soit'syou?

Glidia:andagaindonotforgetwhathappenedto

yourmother'suncle'swifewhichevenyourmother

doesn'tknow.YourtripstoRanakaareaboutto

hauntyoumylove.SeeyouincourtonMonday

ShehungupasPreciousswallowedgivingthe

guardherphoneback.Sheheavedahugesighand

stoodagainstthewallthenslowlysliddownonit...

Precious:whothehellisthisGlidiaKgangwoman?

Yesesmanwhycan'tshejustmindherowndamn

business



Sheheavedanothersighrubbingherfacewhileher

cellmateshookherheadlookingather.

^

^

^

^

^

Like.React.Comment&Share

[09/03,15:22] :AKEPTWOMAN

85

AttheDuncan's...

Theyquietlycutintotheirpiecesofchickenand

tookthemtothemouthandbothturnedtoDuncan

withsmilesontheirfaces...



Lorna:ohwow

Apple:thisisamazingdad

Duncan:thankyoumyladies

Lorna:youneedtoteachmehowtomakeitlikethis

icanfeelalltheflavoursburstinginmymouth

Apple:sodadknowshowtocook?Wow,shocking

Lorna:ohyeshedoes.Heusedtocookforme

whenwewerestilldating

Apple:ohokthatmeansyoushouldcookmore

oftenpapa

Duncan:youthink?

Apple:yes

Duncan:oktheniwill

Lorna:ithinkweshouldpacksomeforSaintwhen

wegoseehimtomorrowaftercourt

Duncan:ohoknoproblem.SoAppletellmeabout

mommy'sfriend

Apple:he'shonestlyanamazingmandad.Avery



welcomingspirit

Duncan:ok.Ishemarried?

Apple:nopeidon'tthinksobecauseididn'tseeany

ringonhisfinger

Lorna:he'snotmarried

Duncan:ohok.Iguessiwillgettoknowhimmore

tomorrow

Apple:yeah

Duncan:solove.Youspokeaboutabusinessthe

otherday.Doyoumindtellingmeaboutit?

Lorna:itneedstimebutimworkingonopeninga

caféwherewewillserveallsortsofbread,coffee

andteawellexceptforloaves.Ifoundanicespotin

thecentralbusinessdistrictarea.

Duncan:that'samazinghaveyoufoundstaffyet?

Lorna:yesihavehired6waiters,twobakersand2

cashiers

Duncan:thatmeansallthepaperworkhasbeen

done?



Lorna:longfinishedwiththatprocess.There'seven

twoexclusivespotsbythecaféwherebusiness

peoplecanholdtheirmeetingswhilehavingcoffee.

Duncan:whateveryouneedjustletmeknowhey

Lorna:justmakesurethatallKgangTraveland

Toursmeetingsarehostedbyus(theylaughed)

Duncan:thatiwill.

Apple:it'ssogoodtoseeuslikethisonlyofSaint

wasaround

Duncan:yeahheyireallymisshim

Apple:what'syourplanwithhimmom?Kanahe's

goingtobeforcedtorepeatshouldhestayany

longer

Lorna:hewillsurvive.Ifhehaslearnedhislesson

hewillknowthatit'stheoutcomesofhisactions.

Myplanforhimwillbeontheoutcomesofour

meetingtomorrow.Ifistilldon'tbelievehissincerity

thenwearecontinuingwithjailtime

Duncan:comeonlovewhynotgivehimthebenefit

ofthedoubt



Apple:plusibelievethatplacehasopenedhiseyes

Lorna:weshallsee.Iwanttherecipeofthischicken

Duncanitisamazing

Theychuckledandcontinuedtoeat.

InCapetown...

Fromtheircandlelitdinnertheywentbacktotheir

townhousewhereLovemorefixedthebedwhile

Chiomagotthebathready.Shepouredsome

scentedbathsaltsinthewaterandsomefoam

liquid,putabottleofchampagneinabucketand

twoglassesthenthrewinsomerosepetals.She

linedscentedcandlesaroundthebathtubandby

thebasinsthenstuffedherhairinashowercap.

ShechangedintoatowelasLovemoreknocked...

Chioma:justasecond



Shesmiledcheckingifeverythingwasgoodand

thenswitchedoffthelightandseductivelysaton

thebathtubwithherlegscrossedandherthighs

showingunderthetowelholdingaglassof

champagne...

Chioma:comein

InshortsandnothingontopLovemoreopenedthe

doortoaveryintimateandwarmroomashesmiled

lookingather...

Chioma:don'tbeshycomeonin

Lovemore:(smiling)okma'am.Thisisnice

Chioma:(movingherhandinthewater)thewateris

readyforyousir

Lovemore:thankyou



Hesmiledturningaroundandtookoffhispants

whileChiomaputherglassdownandstoodup...

Chioma:nicebuttcheeks(theylaughed)

Lovemore:youaresosilly

Shedroppedhertowelwenttohimandsoftly

rubbedhisbackandwrappedherarmsaroundhis

neckwhisperinginhisearwhileheswallowed

feelingherbreastsonhisback...

Chioma:don'tbeshyit'sjustyouandi

Shesaidlettinggoofhimasheswallowedwithhis

heartbeatingfasterandslowlyturned.Hisblood

rushedseeingallthebeautyChiomawas.Shereally

hadanicebodyandherhipsweremorewider

withoutclotheson...



Lovemore:wow

Chioma:(smiled)come

Shebitherlowerlipsmilingandtookhishandas

theygotinthebath.Hesatwithhisbackagainst

thebathtubwhileChiomaputherbackagainsthis

body...

Lovemore:noonehaseverdonethisforme

Chioma:(softlychuckled)wellthisisthefirstof

many,consideredyoustickwithme

Lovemore:attheratethingsaregoingidon'tmind

beingahousehusband(theylaughed)

Chioma:wellidon'tmindbeingyourcougarbaby

TheylaughedmoreasChiomatooktheirglasses

andputthemdownfacinghim...



Chioma:iloveyouLovemore

Lovemore:(smiled)iloveyoumoreChi

Chioma:andimreadytogivemyselftoyou

Lovemore:soimi

Shesmiledandslowlyleanedinforakisswhile

Lovemorerubbedherwaist.Onethingabout

Lovemorewasthathewasagreatkisserthe

secondyoulockyourlipswithhisyouwouldfeel

yourbloodrushalloveryourbodyandChiomahad

thehardesttimecontrollingherneedforhimsince

thefirsttimetheykissed...

Chioma:youarehonestlyagoodkisser

Lovemore:(smiled)butihopeimmorethanthat

Hesaidmovinghishandtohercoochieandgaveit

asoftrubasChiomaclosedhereyes

and...#REMOVED



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtJoshua'shouse...

Witheveryonedressedupforchurchtheyallsat

aroundthetablehavingbreakfastwhileGlidiaand

MrKwalkedin...

Glidia:goodmorningbeautifulpeople

Joshua:rightontime.Morningma.Youguysgood?

MrK:wearegoodson

Keneilwe:youditchedmewenaGlidiayesterday

Glidia:imissedmyhusbandlove

Joshua:ohLord(theylaughed)

Glidia:whatisitJoshua?Youbetternotbehaving

some...(clearedherthroatastheyalllaughed)there

arekidsaround.AnywayKiwantedtosaymaybe



itstimewehookedyouupyouknow(Mayaburst

intoaloudlaugh)

Keneilwe:ohnonothankyouimnotinterestedin

mentobehonestwithyouijustwanttoraisemy

grandkids(theylaughed)

Glidia:yooohyoudon'tknowwhatyouaremissing

outonmygirl.Anywayguysihavenews

Joshua:always,breakingnews

Glidia:youknowhowitismyboy,pleasepassme

thecoffee(Nyashadid)sinceyouallknowthatim

busydiggingupsomeskeletonsandgettingthings

inorderihavecometoknowwhatreallyhappened

toyouruncle'swifeKeneilwe

Keneilwe:(frowned)oh?

Glidia:yeah.Butbeforeisayanythingdoyouknow

howshepassedon?

Keneilwe:shewassufferingfromasthmasoshe

gotanattackanddied

Maya:(frowned)wherewasmalome?

Glidia:goodquestionMaya.Hewasatthelands.



Why?

Keneilwe:3ofhiscowsdroppeddead

Glidia:whatwassaidtohavekilledthem?

Keneilwe:theyateapoisonousplant

Glidia:notheyateapoisonedplant

Keneilwe:ok?

Glidia:youruncle'swifedidn'tdieanaturaldeath

either.Beforeigetintofurtherdetails.Youraunt

wasfromRanakaright?

Keneilwe:yes

Glidia:thatiswhyPreciouskilledher

All:bathong!

Nyasha:what!?

Glidia:yesmygirl.Yourmotherkilledherownaunt.

Nyasha:why?

Glidia:becauseshesawhergointoawitch'shouse.

SheconfrontedPreciousaboutitandsheendedup

killingher.



Maya:soPreciousorderedahitonourauntandto

makesureitwasasuccessshehadmalome's

cowskilledsohewouldn'tbetherewhenouraunt

getskilled?

Glidia:that'sexactlyhowitis.Yourauntwas

smoothered.

Keneilwe:allbecausesheaskedPreciouswhatshe

wasdoingatthewitch'shouse?

Glidia:yesbecausesheknewshewasgoingtobe

exposed

Lucas:howmanypeoplehasPreciousandher

motherkill?

Maya:thewholefamily

Glidia:youcansaythatagain

Joshua:sohowdidyougetthisinformationma?

Glidia:doyouforgetmyprofessionJoshua?Istill

havecontactssotheyfoundthehitmanhe's

behindbarsaswespeak

Joshua:youreallyknowyourjob



Glidia:whydoyouthinkiwascommissionerof

police?Whenidigidig.Imjustleftwithonemore

personandiwillbedonewithRonaandher

daughter

Maya:thesepeoplearegoingawayforlife

Glidia:theythoughttheworldwastheirs.Hellno

Nyasha:imhonestlyappalledbywhatmyown

motheriscapableof.Imevenashamedofbeing

aroundyouguys

Maya:nolovedonotbeashamed.Justtellyourself

thatyouwon'tbeanythinglikeher

Nyasha:ifitwerepossibleiwouldrelocate

Keneilwe:unfortunatelywedon'tgettochoose

familymygirl.Youarestuckwithus.

Glidia:wellyouneverknowNyashamaybeyour

wishmightcometrue

Nyasha:iwouldbethehappiest.Iwanttobeasfar

aspossiblefromPrecious.Iloveandappreciate

youguysbutyohiwouldgrabtheopportunitywith

bothhandswithnohesitation



Theylaughedandfinishedeatingthengotreadyto

leave.

InPrison...

RonatookherfoodandheadedtowherePrecious

wassitting.Preciouslookedupandsighed

standingup...

Rona:Preciouspleaselistentome

Precious:iwantnothingtodowithyou

Rona:Preciousweonlyhaveoneanother

Precious:noRonaifwehadoneanotheryouwould

haveprotectedme

Rona:that'swhatihavebeendoingalltheseyears

Precious

Precious:youcallintroducingyourownchildto



witchcraftprotection?

Rona:sometimeswehavetodowhatwecan

Precious:noRonahadyouacceptedmyfather's

decisionnoneofthiswouldn'thavehappenedbut

likealwaysyouhadtobeselfish.Idespiseyou

Rona:noPreciousyoudon'tmeanthat

Precious:trustmeido

Rona:weneedtofocusonthefuture

Precious:whatfuture?Ronathisisourdestinyand

youbetteracceptthatandyouarealltoblameyou

andyourevilmother

Rona:Preciousplease

Precious:noRonanowthere'sawomanbusy

makingsurethatweareburiedforgood.Ronado

youknowthathaditnotbeenforyouteachingme

alltheseevilthingsiwouldn'thavekilledouruncle's

wife?

Rona:(widenedhereyes)youdidwhat!?

Precious:shesawmeinRanakaandicouldn'trisk



itsoihadtogetridofher

Rona:andyoudecidedtonottellme?

Precious:likeyoutoldmealltheothersecretsyou

keptfromme?Yeahright

Rona:how...(sighed)nevermind

Precious:nowibelievethewholefamilyalready

knowsthatitwasme

Rona:howwouldtheyknow?

Precious:becauseyournewfriend,GlidiaKgang

foundout

Rona:thatwoman,youseethatwoman...

Precious:ohpleaseRonasavethedramafor

someonewhocaresasformeimdonewithyou

(shetookherplate)

Rona:Preciouscourtisstartingtomorrow

Precious:iknow(shewalkedaway)

Rona:Precious?Preciousdon't...Pre...

Rocky:hmmseemslikeyouarestressedoflate



mothers

Rona:leavemealone

Rocky:justacceptyourfateoldladyyouarehereto

stayandverysoonyouwillbedoingmylaundry

Rona:inyourdreams

Rocky:weshallseeaboutthat.Ihavebeenvery

softonyoubutnowit'stimetotightenupthebolts

andmakeyouunderstandwho'sthebossinhere.

Seeyoubabes

Sheblewakissandwinkedatherleavingwhile

Ronasighedsittingbackafterpushingherfood

away.

AtChurch...

Thepraiseandworshipteamsanginsideushering

thecongregationinwhileDuncanparkedthecar...



Apple:macallMrHandaskhimwhereheis

Lorna:yesma'am

Shetookherphoneandasshewasabouttocall

himhiscarparkedbesidestheirs...

Lorna:hereheis

Apple:amanwhokeepshispromises

Lorna:(laughed)Herryshouldbecarefularound

you

Apple:nomaimacknowledginganinspirationto

othermenhere

TheylaughedgettingoffwhileDuncansoftlysighed

andshookhishead...

Apple:MrHyoucame

Herold:ofcourseidid.Iwouldn'twanttobreakthe



promiseimadetoyouguys

Apple:that'sgood

Herold:howareyouMrsD?

Lorna:imgreat.LovethisisHerold,Heroldthisis

myhusbandDuncan

Herold:nicemeetingyouMrDuncan

Duncan:(fakesmiled)likewisesir

Herold:what'syourfirstnameifyoudon'tmindme

asking?

Duncan:Duncan

Herold:ohyouarethelastborninyourfamily?

Duncan:imtheonlychild

Herold:ohok

Apple:okwewillgettoknowoneanothermore

afterchurchfornowlet'sgoinplease

Herold:(smiled)afteryouma'am

ShesmiledleadingthewayinwithHeroldand



LornafollowingherandDuncanwalkingbehind

them.HelookedatHerold'sshoesandslowlywent

upwithhisbodywithhislipscurved.

BackinPrison...

Ronamadewaytothephoneboothandpunchedin

Patrick'snumber...

Patrick:Pathello

Rona:Patmyfoothowcouldyou?

Patrick:soyouthoughtiwaskidding?NoRona,no

Rona:doyouknowwhatyouhavedone?

Patrick:letmeguess,shehatesyou

Rona:youareacuntyouknowthat?

Patrick:that'sexactlyhowifeltwhenyoutook

everythingfrommemylady

Rona:ishouldhavekilledyoumyself



Patrick:allyouhadtodowasletmebeafatherto

mydaughterthat'sitbutheyeveryactionhas

resultsandthosearetheresultsofyouractions

Rona:gotohell

Patrick:afteryou

HeclickedhistonguehangingupasRonaclicked

herstooputtingthephonebackonthehook.

THATAFTERNOON

Inarestaurant...

LornawenttotherestroomswhileAppleexcused

herselftalkingtothephoneleavingHeroldand

Duncanontheirtable...

Duncan:sinceit'sjustusletmetellyousomething



forfree(Heroldlookedathim)Lornaisamarried

womanandshe'smarriedtome.Wearehappily

marriedatthatsoifyouhaveanysinisterplansyou

betterbackoffonthembecauseyouarenever

goingtogetluckywithher

Heroldfrownedlookingathimoutofwordswhile

Lornalookedonfromthecounterandscoffed

shakingherhead.

^

^

^

^

^

Like.React.Comment&Share

[09/03,15:22] :AKEPTWOMAN

86



Herold:(confused)o-kay?

Duncan:yeahihopeyouheardmeproperlyandi

won'thavetorepeatmyself

Herold:(scoffed)whatmakesyouthinkiwantyour

wife?

Duncan:youtellhershe'sbeautifulandaskherout.

What'sthat?Areyoublindtoseetheringonher

finger?

Herold:whenwasitacrimetocomplement

someone?Itwasjustaninnocentcomplementandi

askedheroutbecauseiwantedtogettoknowher

asafriend

Duncan:imamantoomyguy

Herold:asawelleducatedmanyoushouldknow

thatamanandwomancanbefriendswithnothing

happening.Nexttimedon'tshowyourinsecurities

toanothermanbecausetheywillusethemagainst

you.Youaresoluckythatimnotthatkindofman

andfranklyspeakingmenlikeyoudon'trespect

theirwives,it'seitheryouhavecheatedonheror

youarecheatingon...



Duncan:don'tyou...

Lorna:(sighedsmiling)gentlemeniseeyouare

havinganintenseconversationwhat'sup?

Herold:wewerejustgettingtoknowoneanother,

rightMrD?

Duncan:(sniffed)yeahyeah

Herold:andithinkwearegettingalongverywell

Lorna:isit?

Duncan:mmh,yeah

Apple:sorryforthat,wherewerewe

Herold:youweretellingmeabouttheDesignand

technologyprojectyouarebusywith

Apple:(chuckled)ohyeah(hetoldhimaboutit)

Lorna:areyouokDuncan?

Duncan:ithinkimgoingtogetsick

Lorna:oh?

Duncan:yeahijustwannagethomeandrest

Apple:ahdad?



Duncan:thesoundfromchurchreallygottome

Herold:ifeellikethatchurchhasthebestsound

thananyotherchurch.

Duncan:wearedifferent

Herold:truethat

Duncan:areyouguyscomingwith?

Apple:istillwanttohangoutwithMrHplusheis

givingmeveryimportantpointersaboutmyproject

andweallknowhowimportantthatisformyfinal

mark

Duncan:icanhelpyouathomeApple

Apple:nottoberudebutwebothknowthatyou

knownothingaboutDesignandTechnologydad(he

swallowedwhileApplechuckled)hethinksit'sjust

aboutbeatingwoodtogether

Lorna:okApplethat'senough.Heroldwilldropus

offlove.Justmakesureyoutakeasprinsandrest.

Sorryhey

Duncan:soyou...(sighed)youknowwhatit'sfine.

Seeyouguyslater(heleft)



Herold:itwasnicemeetingyouMrD

HesmiledathimwhileDuncanfakesmiledback

andcontinuedtowalkoff.Lornasquinthereyes

lookingathimandscoffed.

AttheAdiole's...

Abiolaandherdaughterfinishedhavinglunchas

Sundaetookthedishestothekitchen...

Sundae:whenisauntycoming?

Abiola:tomorrowmylove

Sundae:ohiguessshe'senjoyinghervacation

Abiola:yeah.SotellmeSundaehowoftendoyou

seeLucas?

Sundae:wemetatchurchandwespend5daysof

theweektogetheratschool.SpeakingofLucashas



thatmanfromthemallcontactedyouyet?

Abiola:nopehehasn't

Sundae:andyouareokwithit?

Abiola:yeahimfinewithitit'snotlikeiexpecthim

to.Maybehediditbecausehewasfeelingbadof

bumpingintome...(herphonerang)unknown

number.Hello?

Tshepo:himayipleasespeaktoAbiAdiole?

Abiola:(mutteredsmiling)ithinkit'shim(cleared

herthroat)speaking

Tshepo:remembertheguywhoalmostbrokeyour

bonesyesterdayatthemall?

Abiola:(smiledmore)it'shim...

Sundae:(whispered)puthimonspeaker

Abiola:(shedid)yesido

Tshepo:yeahit'shim.Howareyoufeeling?I

bookedyouaspatreatmentforthebodyachesi

mighthavecausedyou

Abiola:stopplayinglikethat



Tshepo:imseriousyourappointmentisat10am

tomorrowiwillforwardyouthedetails

Abiola:whatifimworking?

Tshepo:thefactthatyousaywhatifmeansyouare

probablyyourownbossso10amitisright?

Abiola:wellicouldusesomerelaxation

Tshepo:thatiswhatiwouldliketohear.Didyou

enjoyyourdatethough?

Abiola:ohyesidid.Itwasrefreshing

Tshepo:that'snice.Sayhitotheminiyouhey

Abiola:(smiled)iwill

Tshepo:seeyoutomorrow

Abiola:soyouwillbeatthespaaswell?

Tshepo:(smiled)maybemaybenot

Abiola:ohiseeokthen

Tshepo:haveawonderfulafternoon

Abiola:youtoo

Tshepo:bye



Abiola:bye(theyhungupasshesmiled)what!?

Sundae:awholespatreatmentjustlikethat?

Abiola:waitwhatshouldiwear?

Sundae:it'snotlikeyouaregoingonadatemaso

justthrowonadressandsomesandals

Abiola:mightnotbeadatebutthishotmanwillbe

there

Sundae:hesaidmaybemaybenot

Abiola:butatfirsthesaid"seeyoutomorrow"so

he'sdefinitelycoming.Ismyhairok?

Sundae:(laughed)machillyouareokgeezyouare

evenblushing

Abiola:ohno(theylaughed)whatifilikehim?No

noican'tihavetorememberthatimgoingbackto

LAsoon

Sundae:don'tletdistancegetinthewayofyou

gettingyourmangirlcomeonnow

Abiola:(giggledexcited)ohmywordimgoingto

lookforwhattowearrightnow



Sundae:ma?

Abiola:there'snotimeSundae

SheranupstairswhileSundaelaughedshakingher

headandfollowedher.

InCapetown...

WalkinghandinhandinRobinislandLovemoreand

Chiomasmiledfollowingothertouristsinwhatwas

Madiba'sprison.Thetourguidetoldthemabout

whatusedtotranspireinthereastheyfollowedhim

outwiththemcomingbehindeveryoneelse.

LovemoretappedChioma'sbumasshe

unexpectedlyscreamedandcoveredhermouth...

Chioma:imsorryguys.(Chuckled)Areyoucrazy?

Lovemore:let'ssneakout

Chioma:haveyoufoundagoodspotthatnoone



willcatchus?

Lovemore:eveniftheydowewillbedoinganatural

thing

Chioma:(laughed)stopitman

Lovemore:orimilying?

Chioma:thatactivityisfortwopeopleonly

Lovemore:wellweareonanadventureheresowe

mightaswellusethechance

Chioma:noI'dratherwedoitatthehousewherewe

knowwewillbeinourterritory

Lovemore:theoutsideshower?

Chioma:youreadmymind

Lovemore:youaresodirtyandilikeit(hegrabbed

herbehindagainasshejumpedgiggling)

Chioma:imsosorryguys.Wearedisturbingpeople

Lovemorestopit

Lovemore:let'sditchthemwhatdoyouthink?

Chioma:plusyouhavegottenmeinthemood



Lovemore:(chuckled)musictomyears

Chioma:iwasalsothinkingwecouldusethosesun

loungerstogooduseyouknowimeanit'sourlast

dayheresowhynotexploretheplace

Lovemore:wherehaveyoubeenallmylife?

Theylaughedgoingbacktotheircarwhiletherest

ofthecrewcontinuedwiththetour.

AttheDuncan's...

Hethrewhimselfonthecouchandexhaledrubbing

hisface.Helaiddownandcouldn'tstopthinking

aboutHeroldandhiswife.Tomakethingsworse

nowhewasgettingclosetoApple...

Duncan:mxm(hetookhisphoneandcalledJoshua)

Joshua:Duncy



Duncan:that'ssofeminine

Joshua:(laughed)ohDuncy,ohyesDuncyright

thereooohmywordDuncy

Duncan:(laughed)youaresoweirdandsick

Joshua:what'supbuddy

Duncan:iwishiwasinalightmoodasyouareright

nowman

Joshua:what'sgoingon?Youwerefineatchurch

Duncan:iwaspretendingtobefine.Yousaw

Herold?

Joshua:yeahhelookslikeamanwhotakesgood

careofhimself

Duncan:ileftthemattherestaurant

Joshua:why?

Duncan:icouldn'thandleitanymoresoisnapped

athim

Joshua:infrontofLorna?

Duncan:ofcoursenot



Joshua:what'swrongwithyou?Didinottellyouto

notdothat?Nowyouhavegivenhimmorereason

totryitonwithLornaevenifhewasn'taboutthat

Duncan:dudeyoushouldseethosepeopletogether

Joshua:Duncanitoldyoutofocusonyouandyour

wifeandforgetaboutHerold.Wetherhe'sthereor

notyourmainfocusshouldbeshowingyourwifeof

whatshegetstoloseshouldshegettempted

Duncan:eishmanandtheidiotsawthroughme,he

waslikemenlikemeareeithercheatingorhave

cheated

Joshua:whichwasrightandibetyouwishedthe

worldcouldswallowyou

Duncan:henceidecidedtoleave.WhydoesLorna

havetochoosetobefriendswithaman?

Joshua:weareallallowedtobefriendswith

whoeverourspiritaccepts.Thisisthelasttimeim

sayingthis,takethoseinsecuritiesandlockthem

away.Focusonyouandyourwomannowcani

pleasegobacktowhatiwasdoing?



Duncan:yeahsuremanletmeseewhaticando

herewhilewaitingforthem

Joshua:orderherflowersandagoodluckcardfor

courttomorroworgogetheranewpairofshoes

thestoresarestillopen.OmonnaDuncan(youare

aman)whyshouldialwaysteachyouhowtobe

romantic?Ahnomanpullupyoursocks

Duncan:yeahyeah.Wewilltalk

Joshua:sure

TheyhungupasDuncansighedthinkingabout

whatJoshuasaidandgotuptakinghiscarkeys.

AtAjax'shouse...

HeopenedthedoorforAmeandledthewaytothe

lounge...

Ajax:haveaseat



Ame:thanks

Ajax:thankyouforcoming.Wouldyoulikejuiceor

water?

Ame:imok

Ajax:ok.Howareyoudoing?

Ame:finethanksandyou?

Ajax:imokandthebaby?

Ame:thebabyisdoingfine

Ajax:ok.Icalledyouheresothaticouldapologise

Ame:ok?

Ajax:yeahimreallysorryforthewayireactedwhen

youbrokethenewstome.Itwassouncivilizedof

meanduncalledfor.Iknowisoundlikeajerkright

nowbutimreallysorry.Imembarassedofmyself

thatimcapableofsuchathing

Ame:whyareyousorryifimayask?

Ajax:irealisedthatwhatididwasinhumane

Ame:orsomeonemadeyourealisethatandletme



guessthatsomeoneisyourgirlfriendright?And

shewantsnothingtodowithyou

Ajax:(sighed)yeah

Ame:soyouarenotreallysorry?

Ajax:iam.Trustmeireallyamandgivenachancei

wouldliketoprovetoyouhowsorryiam

Ame:how?

Ajax:bybeingwithyoueverystepoftheway

Ame:areyousureaboutwhatyouaresaying?

Ajax:hundredpercentsure

Ame:youhurtmeAjax

Ajax:iknowandimnotproudofit

Ame:butiacknowledgethatatleastsomeone

showedyouthelightandyouacknowledgedyour

mistakeandsawtheneedtoaskforforgiveness.

Soapologyaccepted

Ajax:thankyousomuch.

Ame:iwillletyouknowwhenmynextappointment



is

Ajax:okiwouldappreciatethat

Ame:andjustforyourownclaritywewilldoa

paternitytestsothatyouarecertainthatit'sindeed

yourchildbecauseihavebeenseeingsomeonefor

afewweeksnow

Ajax:ohsoyouareinarelationship?

Ame:yeahbeen3weeksnow

Ajax:ohokandheknows?

Ame:yeahit'sthefirstthingitoldhim

Ajax:okwellifit'sbeen3weeksthatmeansthe

childisundoubtedlyminebecauseyouare2

monthspregnant

Ame:yeah.Youshouldgobacktothatladyand

apologisetoherandbehonestwithhermaybeshe

willtakeyouback

Ajax:iplanto

Ame:allthebest

Ajax:thankyou



Ame:ifthat'salliwouldliketogobackhome

please

Ajax:noproblem.Whateveryouneedjustcallme

butnocallsaftet9pm

Ame:noproblemihaveaboyfriendforthatbuti

willtalktoyou.

Ajax:sure

Heledthewaytothedoorandopenedforheras

shesmiledleaving.Heclosedthedoorandsighed

leaningagainstit...

Ajax:Lordimadeamistakebutpleasehelpmewin

Marelediback.Igenuinelylovethatyounglady

pleaseLord.

Hesighedagaingoingbacktothelounge.

LATERON...



AttheDuncan's...

Appleheadedintoherbedroomandtookoffher

dressthenjumpedonherbedtakingherphone.

Shesearchedforthejuvinileprisonnumberand

calledit...

Lady:Juvinileprisongoodafternoon

Apple:gooddayma'amyouarespeakingtoApple

DuncanisthereachanceicangetSaintDuncanon

thephone?He'smylittlebrother

Lady:okma'ampleaseholdon

Sheputherphonedownandputonshortsanda

vestasSaintgottothephoneafewminuteslater...

Saint:hello?



Apple:heyyoudumphead

Saint:sis

Apple:imissyouman

Saint:imissyoutoo

Apple:butyouknowyouowemeright?

Saint:iknowbutipromisetomakeituptoyou

Apple:it'sokdon'tworry.Howareyouholdingup?

Saint:imtryingsisimtrying.Thefirstdayswerenot

easybuttheymanagedtomovemetoanisolated

cell

Apple:didtheyabuseyou?

Saint:yeah

Apple:imsosorrybuddy.Let'shopetheydidn'tgive

youanydiseases

Saint:yeahhey.Thedoctortooksomeblood

samplestogotest

Apple:that'sgood.Hasthecounsellorspokento

you?



Saint:yeahshetoldmemamaanddadarecoming

tomorrow

Apple:ok.ImbeggingyouSaintpleasebehonest

thistimearound.Youhavehonestlybrokenthe

trustwehadonyouandit'suptoyoutorebuildit

Saint:iintendto

Apple:ihopeyoumeanitbecauseoneslightwrong

movemamaisnotgoingtohesitatetakingyou

backtoprisonandthistimeitwillbeforgood.Do

youwanttobeajailbird?

Saint:ofcoursenot

Apple:goodthenactrightanddorightnotonlyfor

usbutforyourselftoo.Youareawonderfulguy

Saintdon'tletagirlchangethat

Saint:iwillrememberthat

Apple:sure.Ijustwantedtosayhitoyou.Iwant

youtocomebackhomebecausewehavealotto

talkabout

Saint:ipromiseyouonceI'mletfreewearegoing

tospendthewholenightcatchingup



Apple:immaholdyoutothat.Peaches

Saint:cream

TheylaughedhangingupasApplewentdownstairs

whilehesighedputtingthephonedown.Hethought

aboutwhatApplesaidandsighedgoingbacktohis

cell.

AtJoshua'shouse...

Nyashawenttothebackaftersearchingforthe

prisonnumberandcalledit.Theyputheronholdas

theywenttoPreciouswhoansweredthephone

smiling...

Precious:mybabygirl

Nyasha:whatkindofananimalareyou?

Precious:Nyasha?



Nyasha:howdoyougoaroundkillingpeoplelike

theyareflies?

Precious:whatevertheysaidtoyouisaliemybaby

Nyasha:ohpleasePreciousimnota5yearold

naivelittlegirlanymoreim18.Youarepoisonyou

knowthat?Youalmostalienatedmefromgood

people.Youmademethinktheyarenotgoodwhile

youwerenotthegoodone.Youareevil

Precious:babylistentomeplease...

Nyasha:imdonelisteningtoyou.Fromnowonjust

knowthatyouhavenodaughter

Precious:Nyashano

Nyasha:andyouhavenorighttocallmynamewith

yourfilthymouth.Ihateyou

Precious:babyyoudon'tmeanthat

Nyasha:imeanitPrecious,youaredeadtome.

Goodbye

Precious:Nyasha...(shehunguponher)Nyasha?

Hello?Nya...ohno!



Sheputthephonedownandburiedherheadinher

armscrying.

Atthehospital...

Nalelaidwithhereyesclosedasthedooropened

andsheopenedthemfrowningtoafaceshedoes

notknow...

Nale:hello?

Glidia:(smiled)Nale

Nale:whoareyou?

Glidia:yournewbestfriend

Nale:excuseme?

Glidia:icanseeyouarehealing.MynameisGlidia

Kgang

Nale:idonotknowanyGlidia



Glidia:iknowbutyouareabouttoknowher.You

seetheoperationyoujustgonethrough?It's

becauseofme

Nale:idon'tfollow

Glidia:therewasnohowiwasgoingtoletyoudie

whileyouhavealottodealwithsoiaskedforafew

favours.Seehowimportantiam?(Smiled)more

reasonforustobebestfriendsthanyouand

Precious(sighed)thatwitch(Nalefrowned)anyway,

ihaveonemorethingforyou(shegaveheran

envelope)

Nale:whatisthis?

Glidia:justopenitsweetheart

ShesmiledlookingatherwhileNaleslowlyopened

itandtookoutadocument...

Nale:what?

Glidia:talkaboutsweetrevenge



Nale:noican't,ican'tdowhatyouareaskingmeto

do

Glidia:ohsoyouaregoingtostandforsomeone

whodoesn'tcareaboutyou?Howmuchofyourself

haveyougiventothiswoman?Youevengavehera

childsacrifisingyourownmarriagetosavehers

eventhoughitsoveraswell(sherolledhereyes)

anywayit'snotmeit'sthelawmylovewetheryou

likeitornotyouaregoingtotakethatstandand

testifyagainstPreciousMoetiandhermother.

(Heldhershoulder)trustmethiswillhelpinbuilding

arelationshipwithyoursonbecausehe'snotavile

person.Seeyousoonmylove.Staywell

Shesoftlytappedhershoulderandwinkedather

thenwhistledleavingwhileNalelookedatherand

backonthedocumentstilltakenaback...

Nale:what?



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

^

^

^

^

^

Like.React.Comment&Share

[09/03,15:23] :AKEPTWOMAN

87

Deardiary...

Todayiwokeupfeelingkindoflowidon'tknow

why,isitbecausetodaymarksthebeginningofthe

endforourenemies?(Scoffed)ican'tbelieveim

callingpeoplewhoaresupposedtobefamily,

enemies.It'struewhentheysaythoseclosetoyou

aretheone'scapableofkillingyou.Ronaandher



daughterareagreatepitomeofbloodisnotalways

thickerthanwater.Writingtheirnamesinmy

journalhonestlycreepsmeout.Alsoithinkim

feelingthewayiambecausetodayalsoreminds

meofwhatmymotherwentthroughandthatigrew

upthinkingmyownmotherismyaunt.16fullyears

shewaskeptinacave,cagedlikeananimalbutby

thegraceofGodshesurvived.Mydailyprayeris

thatGodshowshispowerandmightthroughour

enemies.Heshouldshowthemwhattouchnotmy

anointedmeansandinthemidstofitallipraythat

hehelpsmestaythishumble,loving,caring,not

boastful,gratefuluntiltheendoftime.Letnothing

changethepersoniam.Iwanttobethesame

Mayaiwas5yearsagountilidie.Nomatterhow

greatmylifebecomesmaythese5valuesstick

withme.Mayineverforgetthem.Ihopetodaygoes

well.

Shesmiledclosingthediaryandputitawayas

Joshuacameoutoftheshowerinatoweland

kissedhercheek...



Joshua:goodmorninglove

Maya:morninghoney

Joshua:donewithyourjournal?

Maya:yessir

Joshua:goodthewaterisready

Maya:thankyoulove.Pleasechoosewhatishould

wearok

Joshua:what'syourmood?

Maya:courageous

Joshua:okma'amiwillbeonit(theysmiled)so

what'syourplanwiththisjournalbabe?

Maya:iwanttoprintitwhenifeellikeihave

reachedthepeakofitthensellit.Ibelieveitwill

givesomeonehopeoutthere

Joshua:okmylovesoishouldfindapublisherfor

you?

Maya:thatwouldbegreatbuttellthemimstill



workingonit

Joshua:yourmangotyouhoney

Hewinkedatherwhilesheputitawayandwent

intothebathroomasJoshuawentintotheircloset

andtriedtofindanoutfitforher.

AttheDuncan's...

Duncanstretchedandyawnedwakingupwhile

Lornalookedathimandputherbookdown...

Lorna:youanddramawhenwakingup

Duncan:goodmorning

Lorna:hi.Howdidyousleep?

Duncan:fine.Ifoundyouguysasleepwhenicame

backhome

Lorna:yeahwedecidedtocrashearlyakereyou



decidedtogoout

Duncan:yeahbutigotyousomething

Lorna:ohok

Hegotoffbedandreachedforagiftbagunderthe

bed...

Duncan:surprise

Lorna:(smiled)o-kaythisisquiteasurprise

Shesaidtakingthebagandtookoutaboxof

expensivedesignershoesasshegaspedlookingat

him...

Lorna:Duncan

Duncan:openbabe

Lorna:(shedid)ohmywordDuncanihavealways

wantedthese



Duncan:seeyourmansometimeslistens

Lorna:awwthisissosweetofyouDuncanthank

yousomuch(shehuggedhim)

Duncan:anythingformylovelywife.Ithoughtyou

shouldlookravishingonthefirstdayofcourtmy

love

Lorna:youaresuchanangelthankyouhey

Duncan:ihopeyourememberthat

Lorna:ohyesiwill.Nowthishasgottenmeinthe

moodtokickstartmyday.Whatdoyoufeellike

eating?

Duncan:pancakeswithraspberriesandjam

Lorna:yourwishismycommand.Gogetready

Duncan:yesma'am.

Hesmiledgettingoffbedandwenttothebathroom

whileLornalookedattheshoesandsighed...



Lorna:thisissosweetofyoubutimnotchanging

mymind.Sorry

Sheputtheshoesbackintheboxandheaded

downstairsafterknockingonApple'sdoor...

Apple:I'llbedoneinafewmommymakesure

breakfastisready

LATERTHATMORNING

InCourt...

AfullhouseitwasasMaya,Keneilwe,Joshua,

GlidiaandMrKgangsatontheleftsideofthejudge

withAlexander,ConstableKerengandtheirteamin

thefrontbenchcaucusingaboutwhatwasgoingto

happen.Ontherightsidewasanemptybench

waitingforRonaandPreciouswhocamein



escortedbytwoprisonofficials.Theytooktheir

seatsasthehandcuffsgottakenoff...

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasthejudgemadeherwayinsideand

tookherseat.Veryintimidatingshelooked...

Judge:youmaybeseated

Bailiff:yourworshipacasebetweenRonaMoeti

andPreciousMoetivsKeneilweMoetiandthe

community.YourworshipRonaandPrecioushave

beenchargedwiththefollowing,abduction,Theft,

oneaccountofmurderforRonaMoetiandone

accountofmurderforPreciousMoeti

Judge:thankyou.Councilthiscourtcallsforthe

firstcharacterwitness

Alexander:(stoodup)thankyoumylady.Ifthe

courtpleasesmyladythecouncilwouldliketocall

tothestandMsKeneilweMoeti



Ronacurvedherlipslookingatherasshemadeher

wayupinamatchingskirtandjacketandawhite

vest...

Baillif:MsMoetidoyousweartotellthetruth,the

wholetruthandnothingbutthetruth.Sohelpyou

God

Keneilwe:ido

Judge:thankyou.MrsTaoloyoumayproceed

Alexander:ithankyouyourworship.MsMoeti

pleasetellthecourtyourfullinitials

Keneilwe:KeneilweMoeti

Alexander:howareyourelatedtothesetwowomen?

Keneilwe:RonaismysisterandPreciousismy

niece

Alexander:howwasyourrelationshipwithyour

sisterwhengrowingupMsMoeti?

Keneilwe:notgood



Alexander:wereyoutheonlyoneworkingbetween

thetwoofyou?

Keneilwe:yesiwasactuallytheonlyonewhodid

wellinschool

Alexander:wouldyousayMsMoetiwassomewhat

maybejealousofyou?

Keneilwe:yesyourhonour(Ronarolledhereyes)

Alexander:brieflytellustowhatledtoyoubeing

cagedMsMoeti

Keneilwe:iworkedawayfromhomeandihadtwo

kids.MayaandTitussotheystayedwithRona.I

wouldgohomeandhavemykidscallmeauntyand

callRonamama.Firstlyitookitlightlyandsaidno

maybeit'sbecausetheyhearPreciouscallher

mamaandagainmightbebecauseistayaway

fromthem.Itcontinuedandidecidedtospeakto

Ronaaboutwhichshegotangry.Imnotatalkative

personsoidecidedtostepback.Ithenvisiteda

traditionaldoctoronedayinMaunandhetoldme

thatthereasonwhymykidsarecallingRonamom

isbecauseshewantsthemtoknowthatshe'stheir



momasshehadfoundoutthattheycouldbeof

goodusetoher.Blackmagicwise.Sheknewshe

wouldgetthelifeshehad"alwayswanted"through

theirpainandsuffering.IconfrontedRonaabout

thisandthenextdayiwokeupinadarkplace

caged.

Alexander:wowsowhilecagedlikethatwerethere

anyotherthingsdonetoyou?

Keneilwe:yes.Somedaysshewouldcomedraw

bloodfromme,somedaysshewouldplugmyhair

andsomeshewouldcutsomeofmynails

Alexander:andyoudidn'tknowwherethesewent?

Keneilwe:yes

Alexander:wemightnotbelieveinthishereyour

worshipbutasafricanswedefinitelyknowwhere

thoseweregoing.MsMoetiwhatwastheonething

shedidpriortoyoubeingreleased?

Keneilwe:shemademewearoneofmyscarfsfora

dayandmademeeatrawliver

Alexander:isthisthescarf?



ShesaidliftingitupinanevidencebagasRona

widenedhereyesswallowing...

Keneilwe:yesyourworship

Alexander:yourworshipthisscarfwasfoundina

houseofawomancommonlyknownas

MmaditaolainMochudi.Shehaspassedonbutshe

wasawellknownwitchdoctor.

GlidiaturnedtoRonaandsmiledwinkingather

whilesheshookherheadbreathingheavily...

Judge:evidencewillbeaccepted

Alexander:thankyoumyladyandherewithme

againareMsMoeti'sbloodtestsaftershewas

found.TheyproofthatMsMoetiindeedtookinraw

liver

Judge:evidencewillbeaccepted



Alexander:MsMoetionelastquestion.Who'sface

didyouseeeverytimeinthatcavebetweenthese

seven

ShesaidplayingaslideshowofMaya,Joshua,Mr

Kgang,hissister,Mareledi,PreciousandRona's

pictures...

Keneilwe:thelastone,RonaMoeti's

Alexander:andtherest?

Keneilwe:isawthemthedayiwasfound

Alexander:thankyouyourworshipnofurther

questions.

Judge:thankyouMrsTaolo.Courtwillresumeat

14:00pmaswewillhaveanothercharacterwitness

onthestand(hitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasshemadeherwayouttheneveryone



elsefollowedwithGlidiagoingtoRona...

Glidia:weareyettodancemylovethisisjustthe

beginning.Tightenyourdancingshoesok.Goodgirl

ShesaidtappinghershoulderandleftwhileRona

lookedatherwithherlipscurved...

Rona:bloodyshit

InLedumang...

Theendofteabreakbellrangasthestudentsmade

theirwaytotheirclasses.Inafigurehuggingpencil

skirtandshirttuckedinLesedigracefullywalkedin

herheelsandsmiledatoneofhercolleagues.She

madewaytohersecondclassofthedayfindingthe

studentsmakingnoise.Seeinghertheboysinthe

classwhistledasshechuckledputtingherthings



down...

Thabo:chillibaba.Peri-Perihotsaucemymymy

Lesedi:youbettertakebackthosewordsbeforei

makeyouswallowthem(theclasslaughedathim)

whatareyoualllaughingat?Isthereanything

funnyinwhatisaid?(Silencehitthewholeroom)

Thabo:andhereiwasthinkingyouarecool

Lesedi:whatisyourname?Notthatit'sgoingtobe

usefulformebutanyway(hekeptquiet)andhe

goesmute.Takeoutyournovels

Thabo:butma'amarewenotsupposedtogetto

knowoneano...(shegavehimastare)iguessnot

Lesedi:oleferetlhowaitsemosimanekewenao

menookareanealatlhelwa.(Youaretroublesome

youknowyoungboy.Withteethliketheywere

throwninyourmouth)What'shisname?

Girl:Thabo

Lesedi:good.Thabointhisnovelyouwillbeumm

Diratsagae



Boy:ma'amhestummerswhenhereads

Lesedi:ididnotaskforyouropinion(Thabo

laughed)

Lesedi:Thabogetoutofmyclassyouwillreadyour

characterlinesoutsideandloudlyatthat.Keabona

obelwakepeanutbutter.(Iseethepeanutbutter

hasgotyoucrazy)Getout

Thabo:ahma'am

Lesedi:idon'twanttorepeatmyself.Out

HesighedandtookhisnovelsteppingoutasLesedi

openedthedoorwide...

Lesedi:Imgivingyouall2minutestochoose

characters.Wearereading2chaptersthenwritea

quiz

Theydidwhileshewrotehernameontheboard

andtookherseatastheystartedreading.She



indeedwasoneofthoseSetswanateacherstonot

daremesswith.

AttheSpa...

AbiolasippedonhercocktailcheckingTshepoout

ashebuttoneduphisshirtaftertheirmassage...

Tshepo:ineverknewthisfeltsogood(hegotno

responseandlookedup)Abi?

Abiola:(snappedoutofit)oh,yes?

Tshepo:(laughed)youwanttogetarrested?

Abiola:whatfornow?

Tshepo:starringthatmuch

Abiola:imi?(Chuckledandcoveredhereyes

embarassed)ohmyword

Tshepo:areyouok?

Abiola:canisaysomethingthoughit'sgoingto



comeasabitforward

Tshepo:yeahgorightahead

Abiola:youhaveabeautifulbody

Tshepo:(laughed)imfeelingsexuallyassaulted

Abiola:(laughed)imbeingseriousthough

Tshepo:withthisstomach?Comeoniwanttoshed

offafewkilos

Abiola:ilovemymenplussizednottooplussized

butyourplussize

Tshepo:what'sthatsupposedtomean(she

clenchedherteeth)youlikeme?

Abiola:ohLordimbusysayingthewrongthings

what'swrongwithme

Tshepo:nothingiswrongwithyou.It'snotwrongto

likesomeone

Abiola:imnotsupposedtobedoingthis

Tshepo:trustmeimenjoyingeverysecondofit

Abiola:awomanofmyagemakingafoolofherself?



Comeonyoumustbethinkingimawhore

Tshepo:notevenimthinkingyouareawomanwho

alwaysgoesforwhatshewants

Abiola:(smiled)trueormaybethecocktailis

kickingin

Tshepo:letitkickinmorethen(theylaughed)

wannadobrunch?

Abiola:yeahnoproblem

Tshepo:okthenlet'sgetgoing

Abiola:canipaythistimearound?

Tshepo:allowmetospoilyou

Abiola:ijustdon'twantyoutopayforeverything

Tshepo:imtheonewhoinvitedyououtsoit'son

metomakesureeverythingiscovered

Abiola:oknexttimeimpaying

Tshepo:sotheregoingtobeanexttime?

Abiola:listentomecontinuingtoembarrassmyself

(theylaughed)



Tshepo:imjustasking

Abiola:welliwouldn'tmindanexttime

Tshepo:metoo

Abiola:justtoclearthingsoffimnothereforgood

Tshepo:theniwillalwayscomewhereyouare

Abiola:LA?

Tshepo:adayflight?What'sthatcomeon

Abiola:butthemoney

Tshepo:moneycomesandgoessowhynotspend

itwhenit'sthere?

Abiola:ihopeyouarenotarecklessspender

Tshepo:imoneofthestingiestpeopleyoucould

evercomeacrossit'sjustthatidon'tmindspending

onthingsthatareworthit

Abiola:(smiled)sohowoftenwouldyoucometoLA?

Tshepo:everymonth

Abiola:ah

Tshepo:yes



Abiola:forhowlong?

Tshepo:twoweeks

Abiola:nowewillhavetoalternate

Tshepo:wellifindnoprobleminthat.

Abiola:listentousplanningthingsoutasifweare

dating

Tshepo:youaregoodcompanyandiwouldn'tmind

makingyoumywoman

Abiola:(chocked)what!?

Tshepo:(laughed)thankyouma'amweshallcome

backagainsoon(theysmiledleaving)yeahimean

it

Abiola:don'tyouthinkyouneedtodealwithyour

divorcefirst?

Tshepo:andletagoodthingpassmethateasily?

HellnoAbiiwouldratherkeepyoucloseuntilwe

arebothcomfortablewithtakingthenextstep

Abiola:sowhatimgettingfromthisisthatweare

buildingtowardsarelationship?



Tshepo:hopefullyyes

Abiola:(smiled)ohok

Tshepo:ihopeimnotoversteppingboundariesim

onepersonwholikestoputmyintentionsabout

somethingforwardbeforeanything

Abiola:noyouarenot.Bettertohavesomeone

who'sclearabouttheirintentionsthansomeone

whostringsyoualongfornothing.Maybeyouwant

someoneyoucanuseasapilljustgivingan

example

Tshepo:imgladyougetwhereimcomingfrom

Theygottotherestaurantandtooktheirseatsas

thewaitercametothem.

Backincourt...

ThejudgetookherseatasAlexanderstoodup.On

onesidewasLornaandDuncanandthenonthe



otherwasPatienceandKgomotso...

Alexander:thankyoumyLord.MyLordthereason

whyweareheretodayisbecauseMrsLorna

DuncanissuingMsPatienceforsleepingwithher

husbandknowingthathewasamarriedman

Judge:Patiencepleasestandonyourfeet(shedid)

didyoudoit?

Patience:yessirbut...

Judge:that'sallineededfromyou.Didyouknow

MrDuncanwasmarried?

Patience:(swallowed)yessir

Judge:okMrsTaolocontinuewithotherquestions

please

Alexander:thankyoumyLord.Patiencewhatis

yourrelationshipwiththetwoasinhowdoyou

knowthem?

Patience:iworkedforthemasthehousehelper

Alexander:howwasyourrelationshipwithMrs



Duncan?

Patience:wewereclose

Alexander:isthistrueMrsDuncan?

Lorna:yes

Alexander:andyousawitoktosleepwithMrs

Duncan'shusband?

Patience:hetoldmehedidn'tloveherandlovedme

Alexander:howlongdidthishappenfor?

Patience:fouryears.Iwouldliketosueherfor

assaultingmeaswell

Judge:youshouldputinanapplicationfirst.Mrs

Duncandidyouassaulther?

Lorna:yesyourworship

Judge:ifyoureallywannagothroughwithitthen

dotherightthingPatience.ContinueMrsTaolo

Alexander:andinthosefouryearsyouhadachild?

Patience:yes

Alexander:whoisrestingnow



Patience:yes.

Alexander:Whatwasthecauseofdeath?

Patience:theysayineglectedhim

Alexander:theysay?Didyounot?

Patience:Juniorwas...

Alexander:don'tbotherit'snotrelevantinthiscase.

NofurtherquestionsmyLord

Judge:howmuchistheplaintiffsuingthe

defendantfor?

Alexander:miniumamountofP100000.00

Patience:what!?

Judge:sleepingwithamarriedmanisaserious

offenceinthiscountry

Patience:butiwasnotaloneinthismatter

Judge:thatiswhythecourtrulesyoupay60

percentofthatmoneyandthehusbandpaysthe

rest.(Duncanlookedupwithafrown)youare

expectedtohavepaidthatamountbytheendof

thismonthorelseyouwillbetakentoprison.Court



isadjourned

Hehitthegavelastheyallstoodupandmadeway

out...

Patience:howmuchis60%ofthatmoney?

Kgomotso:naareoseso?(Areyoudump)P60000

Patience:ionlyhave40KDuncanwillhavetoseeto

therest.Hefuckedmenottheotherwayround

Kgomotso:yeahright

TheyleftwhileDuncanwaitedforLornainthecar

asshespoketoAlexander...

Lorna:thankyousomuchonceagain

Alexander:it'snoproblem

Lorna:pleasecontactthepoliceanddropthe

negligencechargesagainstherhey



Alexander:ohokareyousurethough?

Lorna:yeahiam.Thelessiseeherfacethebetter

andagainfixthedivorcepapersforme

Alexander:(shocked)what?Ithoughtyouguysare

workingthingsout

Lorna:imnotgoingtopunishmyselfandstaywith

someoneimnolongerinlovewith.Duncanreally

brokemyheartMrsT.Fourfullyearsdoingthis

dirtythingwithourhousehelperandhewasokwith

it.Yeshe'stryingtogethimselftogetherbutican't,i

can'tbewithhimanymore.Ihavethoughtabout

thisforlongandimgoingtostickwiththat

Alexander:wow,okiwilldoasyousay.Haveyou

toldhimthough?

Lorna:nobutiwill

Alexander:becauseit'sonlyfairforhimtoknow

wherehestandsinyourlife

Lorna:iunderstandthat.Anywayletusrushforour

meetingattheJuvinileprison

Alexander:alrightiwishyouallthebest



Lorna:thankslove

Theyhuggedandwenttothecars.

InKavimbamotors...

Assoonastheylandedtheydecidedtogostraight

totheirofficesastheyhadmeetings.Aknockcame

throughonLovemore'sofficeashewelcomedthe

personin...

Lovemore:gooddaysirpleasecomein

Albert:thankyousomuch

Lovemore:haveaseat.(Hedid)welcometo

KavimbamotorsimLovemoreKavimbatheowner

Albert:nicemeetingyousirmynameisAlbert

Lovemore:oksirwhatcanidoforyou?

Albert:imactuallyhereonamorepersonalmatter



Lovemore:(satback)ok?

Albert:imNyasha'sfather

Lovemoreinstantlystartedhearingscreeching

soundsinhisearsashefrownedlookingathim.
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Lovemore:yousaidyouarewhoagain?

Albert:Albert

Lovemore:soyouarebraveenoughtocometomy



territoryandtellmethatyousleptwithmyexwife?

Albert:imsosorrybutithappenedMrKavimba.I

don'tmeantodisrespectyou

Lovemore:youhavealreadydonethatbutit'snot

likeicarebecauseimnolongerwiththatexample

ofawomanofyours

Albert:ohnonoshe'snotmywoman

Lovemore:sowhatdoyousuggestidowiththe

informationyoujusttoldme?

Albert:ithoughtmaybewecouldsitdownwith

Nyashaandtellherthetruth

Lovemore:soyouthinkmydaughterwouldwanta

relationshipwithyou?Afterwhatyouandher

motherdidtoher?

Albert:Preciousdidn'twanttolosehermarriageso

ihadtorespectthat

Lovemore:noyouhadtobeamanandtake

responsibilityforyourchild.Howdidyousleepat

nightknowingthatanothermanisraisingyourchild?

Albert:notwell



Lovemore:didyoudosomethingaboutit?Noyou

didn't.Ifyoulovedthischildyouwouldhavedone

therightthingwetherPreciouswasmarriedornot

Albert:igetyourpointsirbutwhat'simportantis

thatimherenow

Lovemore:afterhowlong?18years?

Albert:iknowbutlikeisaidiwasputinacorner

Lovemore:youdecidedtobeinthatcorner.How

wouldibesurethatyouareevenherfather?

Albert:callPreciousandaskher

Lovemore:Nyashaismydaughter

Albert:iunderstandthatyouraisedherandloveher

asyourown.Iwillforeverbeindebtedtoyoubuti

wouldliketotakeovernow.Iwanttostartanew

lifewithher

Lovemore:wow(scoffed)wowAlbertandjustlike

thatishouldhandherovertoyou

Albert:(sighed)truthisshe'smyblood

Lovemore:thebloodyoudidn'tclaim.Doyouknow



thethingsthatPrecioushasputthischildthrough?

Youseemlikeadecentmanandibelieveyouwould

havegivenherabetterlifebutyoufailed

Albert:andimwillingtomakeupforthat

Lovemore:it'snotgoingtobeeasy.Nyashaisan

adultnow.Yesyouareherbiologicalfatherbutwe

haveabondaswell

Albert:sowhatdoyousay?

Lovemore:letmehaveaconversationwithher

beforeyoucancomeover

Albert:canitrustyou?

Lovemore:iraisedyourchildforyouthat'senough

foryoutotrustmeevenwhenifoundoutthatshe

wasnotmineistilllookedoutforherbecauseilove

her

AlbertswallowedembarassedasLovemorequietly

lookedathim...



Lovemore:iwillbeintouchgivemeyournumber

(hegavehimhiscard)andonemorethingdonot

harassmebecausethisisgoingtobeavery

emotionaljourneyespeciallyforme.

Albert:iunderstandMrKavimba

Lovemore:thankyou

AlbertmadehiswayoutwhileLovemoresatback

andexhaledwithhiseyesclosed...

Lovemore:nonononomanno.

AttheJuvenilePrison...

TheDuncan'ssatinfrontofthecounsellorwho

smiledlookingatthem...

Resego:thankyouMrandMrsDuncanformaking



timesosoon

Duncan:notaproblem

Resego:howareyoufeelingtodaySaint?

Saint:iwillbefinewithtime

Resego:that'sallthatmatters.MrsDuncanyour

sontoldmewhathappenedsoiwanttoknowhow

thatmadeyoufeel

Lorna:ithonestlyscaredmeidon'twanttolie.I

wonderedhowandwhywouldmyownchildwant

medead(Saintlookeddown)despitebeingscaredi

washonestlydisappointednotonlyinhimbut

myselfashisparent.Ikeptaskingmyselfwhat

wentwrongbecauseSaintwasawonderfulchild

Resego:okMrsDuncan.Sainthowdoesthatmake

youfeel?

Saint:(stilllookingdown)imhonestlyashamedof

myselfthatiwantedtodosuchathing.Imone

personwhoisoverprotectiveofmymotheror

shouldisaywasbecauseibrokethattrustshehad

inme



Resego:youarestilloverprotectiveofhermyboy

allyouhavetodoisbuildthetrustagain.Mr

Duncanwhatdoyouhavetosay?

Duncan:hismothersaiditall.Whaticanonlysayis

thatthisyoungmanfooledussayinghehad

changedonlyforhimtowanttokillhismother.We

don'thatehimbutwearehurtanddisappointed

Resego:Saint,lookatme(hedid)didyouhearthat?

(Henodded)youhavereallybrokenyourparent's

hearts.Doyoubelievethattheyloveyou?

Saint:yes

Resego:why?

Saint:theywouldn'tbehereiftheydidn't

Resego:goodboy.Anythingyouwanttosayto

mommy?

Saint:(sniffedlookingather)maimreallysorryfor

whatididtoyou.Ican'tbelieveittookmethis

muchtorealisethatiwaswrong.Iletasmall

situationturnmeintoanunrecognizablemonster

andimreallysorryforthat.Iknowit'sgoingtotake



awhileforyoutofeelsafearoundmeandtrustme

againbutmaicanpromiseyouthisfromhereim

goingtobetheSaintthatyouknowandthankyou

somuchfordoingwhatyoudiditmademerealise

mymistakeandlearnfromit.Youreallyarea

wondefulparentandanallroundamazingwoman.

Imnotsayingallthesetobuyfacebutimeanthem

andimissyou,imissus(Lornasoftlywipedatear)

iloveyoumomandimsososorryforeverything

Hesniffedpinchinghiseyesasthecounsellorgave

himatissue...

Resego:thereyouhaveitdearparentswhatdoyou

say?

Duncan:iforgiveyoumysonandiwouldlikeusto

startoveragain.Youmeantheworldtome

Resego:MrsDuncan

Lorna:rebuildingtrustisajourneybutyouwill

foreverbemyson.Imnotsayingiforgiveyouright



nowbutimwillingtogodowntheroadof

forgivenessandtrustwithyou.Iloveyou,alotandi

wouldneverdoanythingtohurtyou.Itreallybroke

myheartseeingyourbruisestheotherdaybuti

saidtomyselfthisiswhatbeingaparentmeans,

sometimesyouhavetogiveyourchildrensome

toughloveforthemtolearn.Wecan'texpectyou

guystogrowintoresponsibleadultsifyoudon't

learnfromyourmistakes

Resego:sowhat'syourdecisionMrsDuncan?

Lorna:imgoingtosuspendthechargesagainsthim

untilibelievehehasearnedmytrust

Resego:veryunderstandable(smiled)didyouhear

that?Youaregoinghome

Saint:(smiled)yesma'am

Resego:nowimgoingtosuggestwecontinuewith

thesesessionsuntilwehaverebuildthetrust.Iwill

meetwitheachofyouseparatelyonedayinaweek

thenthebothofyouonceeverytwoweeksok

Lorna:noproblem



Resego:great.Iwilllookatmycalenderandletyou

guysknowyourdates.Firstexerciseiwantyou

guystodoformewhenyougethome,Saintmake

mommythatcupofteaagainiwilltellyouthe

reasonwhyimgivingyouthisexercisewhenwe

meetagain

Saint:ok

Resego:letmegogethisreleaseformsready

ShesmiledleavingthemwhileDuncansmiled

lookingathim...

Duncan:wemissedyounuthead

TheychuckledwithSaintlookingdownwhileLorna

squinthereyeslookingathim.Thefactthathe

couldn'tlookstraightinhereyessaidalotasshe

knowshimassomeonewhoisgoodwitheye

contact.Questionwasishebeinggenuineorhe

wasafraidthatshewouldspotthathecouldbe



planningsomething.

InLedumang...

Lewis'slessonendedashisphonerang...

Lewis:waboabatlangyo.(Whatdoesshewant)

(Answered)Bianca?

Bianca:omoloikanaoithutaboloi?(Areyoua

witchoryouarestillpractisingtobeone)

Lewis:excuseme?

Bianca:didyouhavetoruntoMayaandbuy

friendshipwithmyname?

Lewis:omangkanagapemysister?(Whoareyou

again)

Bianca:Lewishowcouldyou?

Lewis:(scoffed)sowhatdidyouexpect?Didyou

expectmetositbackandwatchyouwanttokillmy



friend?HellnoBiancaimnotahypocrite

Bianca:(laughed)myfriendhesays.That'sthe

thingwithyougaypeopleyouarebootlickersand

alwaysallowyourselvestobeusedbytheseso

calledrichfriends

Lewis:gaobatlagorekegorogebotshelojwagago

jotlheaboobuamafokooneaorautlwana?(Say

suchthingsifyouwantmetoinsultyoufortherest

ofyourlife)Biancaotlaikotlhaelagonkitsemy

sister.(Youwillregretcrossingpathswithme)I

knowmyworthandihavegrowndoyouhearme?I

don'tneedanyonetomoveupinlifeiworkmyass

off.Yesimightnotbeperfectbutonethingiknow

isthatiwouldneverinanygivendayletsomeone

thinktheyareabovemeorletanyoneuseme.

UnlikeyouBiancaicanrealisewhenimwrongand

ownuptomymistakesbutanywaywhatdoi

expectfromyouohuhumelamagagamasigo(when

yousneakintocavesatnight)

Bianca:youknowwhatyoucankeepthatfrienship

ofyoursidon'tneedyouanyway



Lewis:ihaveneverneededyoumydearandyou

knowwhatdon'tbotherpayingmebackbecausei

don'twanttodieforP5000.Mylifeisworthmore

thanthat.Takethat5000andgobuyyourselfsome

dignity

Bianca:pissoff

Lewis:yougofuckyourself.Bloodypeasant.Gao

sepeBiancaandwiththatmentalityofyoursyou

aregoingtodienothing.Ifyouthinkimgoingtobe

thebiggerpersonthenyouhaveanotherthing

comingiwillstooplowerthanihavenow.Ketlago

tswatswailamosetsana(iwilldragyouyounglady)

don'tcomeatmelikethat.Fuckingloosebitch

Heclickedhistonguehangingupandblockedher

thendeletedhernumber...

Lesedi:bathongLewiwhyareyousoangry?

Lewis:(turnedandchuckled)somepeoplecan

honestlygetunderyournerves



Lesedi:remindmetoneverrubyouoffthewrong

way

Lewis:(laughed)butthisisjustthebaseicandrag

awhoreforlifeifiwantjustthatichoosetobe

civilisedattimes.Anywayhowisyourfirstdayso

far?

Lesedi:it'sfine.Ihavemetafewroughonesbuti

gotthemintotheirplaces

Lewis:(smiled)ohreally?

Lesedi:mmhthere'sthisonecalledThabointheL

classhetriedtogetfunnywithmeichasedhimout

andmadehimreadwhileoutside

Lewis:(scoffed)iknowthatone,imteachingthem

englishhe'saheadache

Lesedi:buthe'sjustachildyoujusthavetogive

himexactlywhathewantsandhewillbehumbled

Lewis:gotthat.Lunchatmyhouse?

Lesedi:ihadpackedsomethingbutwhynot

Lewis:goodseeyouinajiffy



Lesedi:oklover

Theychuckledgoingtheirseparateways.

THATAFTERNOON

InCourt...

Everyonetooktheirseatafterthejudgeordered

themto...

Judge:counsil

Alexander:thankyouyourworship.Ifthecourt

pleaseswewouldliketocallMsMayaMoetitothe

standmylady

Judge:youmay

Mayafixedherblouseandheadedtothewitness



standandtookherseatthensworein...

Judge:youmayproceedMrsTaolo

Alexander:thankyoumylady.MsMoetiwhatis

yourrelationshipwiththosetwowomen?

Maya:(lookedatthem)firstlyiknewthemasmy

motherandsisterbutihaverecentlylearnedthat

oneismyauntandtheotherismycousin

Alexander:howwasyourrelationshipwiththemthe

timeyoulivedtogether?

Maya:iwasneverhappyfrom5yearsistarted

doinghousechoresandPreciousreallyhatedmeto

anextendofonedaypouringthewatershebathe

withoverallmyschoolbookswheniwasdoing

standard7.Theyfoundjoyinembarassingme

Alexander:imsosorryyouhadtogothroughthat

MsMoeti.Pleasetellusaboutthedayyoufound

outaboutthe"death"ofyourauntwhoisnowyour

mother

Maya:iwasdevastedbecausethiswomanloved



mybrotherandilikeherownchildren.Ihopeyou

understandwhyimsaying"ownchildren"

Alexander:yescarryonplease.

Maya:ihonestlyfeltlikeilostahugepartofme

becauseionlysmiledwhenshewasaroundso

havingmysmilekeepertakenawayfrommereally

brokemelittledidiknowthatwasmymother'stwin

sisterbutimanagedtomoveonwithlifethoughit

wasnoteasy

Alexander:soyouguyscalledRona"mama"

Maya:yes

Alexander:why?

Maya:becauseshetoldusthatshewasourmother

Rona:lies

Judge:don'tevertrythatagaininmycourt.

ContinueMrsTaolo

Alexander:thankyouyourworship.MsMoetihow

didlifebecomewhenyougrewolder?

Maya:honestlyitwasdifficultbutikepttelling



myselfthatGodwouldneverputmeinasituationi

wouldn'tbeabletohandle.Iwaskickedoutofmy

ownhomeandyeahihadtogrowuprealquick

Alexander:butyougotacarasyour"inheritance"

howdidthatmakeyoufeel?

Maya:tomeitwaslikewowmyauntreallyloved

methatmuch

Alexander:whichbringsmetothisquestionmy

lady.WhywouldMsRonaMoetigiveMayaher

"aunt'scar".Iguessshewillansweritwhenit'sher

timetotakethestand.Nofurtherquestionsmylady

Judge:thankyouMrsTaolo.Courtshallresume

tomorrowat9am.

Shehitthegavelastheyallstoodup.Shemadeher

wayoutasMayamadeitoutofthestand...

Rona:nywenywethisnywenywethatbullmanbull

(Preciousignoredher)Precious?

Precious:idon'twanttotalktoyou.Leavemealone



TheygotescortedoutwhilebytheparkinglotMaya

laughedreachingforhervibratingphone.She

openedthetextmessageandfrowned...

Joshua:areyouoklove?

Maya:it'sdad'slawyerhesaysweshouldheat

prisonin30minutes

Joshua:why?

Maya:hedidn'tsaybuthesaysishouldbethere

withmom

Glidia:whatareyouguyswaitingforthen?Goand

findoutwhat'sgoingon

Maya:babeyouwillgowithyourparentsright?

Joshua:yeslovenoproblem

Shekissedhischeekandgotinhiscarwithher

motherdrivingoutwhiletheKgangclangotinthe

othercardrivinghome.



AttheDuncan's

Laughterfilledthewholediningareaasthey

finishedtheirteamadebySaint...

Apple:ateapotfinishedandwearestillalive(they

laughedmore)

Saint:youcanneverknow

Lorna:anywayguysihavesomenews

All:ok

Lorna:firstlyletmesayiloveyousomuchmy

babiesandiwilldoanythingtomakesureyouare

satisfiedinallaspectsofyourlivesandiwill

protectyouwitheverythingihavebutican'tfullydo

thatwhenineglectmyselfhenceihavedecided

thatdadandiaregettingadivorce(thekidschoked)

Duncan:(choked)what!?

Lorna:yesDuncanitwasnotaneasydecisionto



makebutiendedupmakingitanyway

Duncan:(scoffed)loveAprilfoolwasmonthsago

Lorna:thisisnotajoke

Duncan:noLornayoucan'tdothattomeiloveyou,

weloveoneanother

Lorna:youdon'thurtthepersonyouloveDuncan.If

itwasaonceoffthingyesbutithappenedforfour

yearsDuncan,48months

Duncan:babeithoughtweworkedthingsout,ihave

beendoingeverythingicanto...kidspleaseexcuse

us(theyleftthem)Lornapleasemyloveihavebeen

doingeverythingicantoshowyouthatima

changedman

Lorna:andiappreciatethat.Youreffortsdon'tgo

unnoticedthingisidon'twanttolivealie

Duncan:honeywehaveahome,wehavekids

Lorna:didyouthinkaboutthatwhenyoudecidedto

sleepwithPatiencebehindmyback?Duncanyou

watchedmegetclosetothiswomanwhileyou

sleptwithher



Duncan:honeyimsorry

Lorna:youhaveapologisedenoughandihave

heardyoubutimnotgoingtostaywhereimnot

acknowledged.Idon'twanttoturnintoatoxicwife.

Youmightbestartingtoshowthe

acknowledgementnowbutit'sbecauseyougot

caught.Wouldyouhavestoppedhadyounotbe

exposed?Idon'tbelievesopleaseDuncanaccept

mydecision.Ourmarriageisover

Duncan:babelook...(hekneltdown)whatdoyou

wantmetodo?Justnameitandiwilldoit

Lorna:(sighedstandingup)justsignthepapers

whenyoureceivethem.Imgoingtomoveintothe

sparebedroom

Duncan:Lorna?Love?(Shewalkedaway)babe

pleasehearmeout.Babecanyoucome...

Shejustkeptgoingashebithislowerlipwithhis

faceturningblue.Tearsbuiltinhiseyesashe

roughlyscratchedhishead...



Duncan:Lornailoveyou!

InApple'sroomSaintandApplewidenedtheireyes

lookingatoneanother.

InPrison...

MayaandKeneilwewalkedinandfrownedfinding

Makiwiththelawyer...

Maki:whataretheydoinghere?

Man:thankyouforbeingontime.Pleasetakeyour

seats

Maki:iaskedyouaquestion

Man:theyhavetobehere

Shecurvedherlipslookingatthemwhilethelawyer



openedhisbagandtookoutthedocuments...

Man:thisrighthereisthelastwillandtestamentof

MrVictorLentsweandicanassureyouthathe

wroteitinasoundstateofmind.Itreads...

"IVictorLentswewouldliketoexpressmysincere

apoligiestomydaughterMayaMoetiandher

motherKeneilweMoeti.Ichosetorunawaywheni

wassupposedtostaywithyouandnatureyou.Had

ibeeninyourlivesyouwouldn'thavegonethrough

thethingsyouwentthroughbutwiththefollowingi

hopeimakeituptoyouguysandonceagainim

reallysorry.ToKeneilweMoetiileaveyouatotal

amoutofP400000.00whichisinmysavings

accountatthemoment...

Maki:what!?Whichsavingsaccount?

"Ihopeyouwillputthemoneytogooduseandget



yourselfaniceportablehousebecauseyoudeserve

it.ToMayaMoetimydaughter,ihavesomemoney

thatshouldpayoutfromtheminethatmoneyis

yoursmychildandit'saboutaP600000.00...

Maya:what!?

Maki:overmydeadbody

"IalsoleaveyoumyhouseinRasesaandallmy

livestockshouldbegiventomygrandkids.Toyou

Makiandyourdaughterthatyouliedsayingshe's

mineyougetnothing.Beatpeaceforimrestingin

peace.YoursinheavenVictorLentswe"

Maki:no,thiscan'tbehappening.HowcanVictor

dothistome!?

^

^

^



^

^

Like.React.Comment&Share

[09/03,15:23] :AKEPTWOMAN

89

Maki:howisthisevenpossible?Thisisalie,atotal

lie.Didyoutwohirethislawyer?Whatdoeshe

meanheleavesmewithnothingimhiswifedamnit

Keneilwe:"was"pasttense

Maki:youshutup!Stupidincubator

Maya:otlesentlemogolo(treadcarefully)

Maki:whendidthisevenhappen?Whatdoeshe

evenmeanbyachildilieditwashis?Thatchildis

his

Man:wehavetheDNAresultsthatprovethat

indeedshe'snothisdaughter

Maki:lies!Allofthisisfabricatedimnotgoingto



allowthisnonsense.Iwantwhat'sowedtome!

Keneilwe:whichis?Youabusedthefatherofmy

childandkepthimfromseeinghisdaughter.Did

youreallythinkhewasthatmuchofafool?

(Scoffed)youdidn'tknowyourhusbandmylove

Maki:youbettershutupbecauseyouarenothing

henceheleftyouforme

Maya:andthatissomethingyoushouldbeproudof

ohwowaroundofapplausetoyou

Maki:ifyouthinkimgoingtotakethislyingdown

thenyouhaveanotherthingcoming.Victor's

assertsaremineandthat'saboutit

Keneilwe:theonlythingthat'syourshereisthe

prisoncellyouarein

Man:truebecauseyouguyssignedaprenup

Maki:(heartraced)what!?

Man:(tookoutthedocuments)isthisnotyour

signature?



Shegrabbedthepapersfromhimandswallowed

lookingonthem...

Maki:howisthisevenpossibleidon'tremember

signingthese

Man:youarealwaysadvicedtoreadthingsbefore

signingthem.Ihaveanotherletterexplaininghow

allthathappenedshouldireaditforyou?

Maki:bull!Imnotgoingtoacceptthisimgoingto

contestthiswill

Man:onwhatgroundsmylady?

Maki:iwasmarriedtoVictorimMrsLentswe

Man:butyousignedaprenup.Myworkhereis

doneladies.Thankyouforyourtime.(ToMayaand

Keneilwe)Youwillcometomyofficesothatwe

finishoffthepaperwork

Hesaidpackinghisbelongingsandwalkedoutwith

Mayaandhermotherfollowinghimout.Abreathing

heavilyMakisatbackandswallowed.Anger



consumedherasshegruntedandpunchedthe

desk...

Maki:shit!

Guard:timetogobacktoyourcell.

AttheDuncan's...

Lornamovedherclothestothesparebedroom

whileDuncanstoodagainstoneofthepillarswith

hisarmsfoldedandtearsonhisface...

Duncan:areyouseriouslydoingthistomeLorna?

ShequietlywentintotheroomwhileinApple's

roomsheandherbrotherstoodagainstthedoor

listeningfrominside...



Saint:(whispered)let'sdosomething

Apple:(whisperedback)whatcanwedoSai?

Saint:wecan'tletourparentsseparatelikethisA

Apple:wellmomhasmadeherdecision

Saint:igetthatbutdadmadeamistakeA

Apple:amistakefor4years?ComeonSai

Saint:whatarewegoingtodo?

Apple:whatimgoingtodoisthatimgoingwith

momwherevershe'sgoing.Ilovemydadyesbuti

wanttobearoundmymotherbecausesheisgoing

toteachmehowtobeawomanofsubstance

Saint:igetthatbutwecan'tneglectourfatherlike

that.

Apple:thismightsoundabitharshbuthemadehis

bedheshouldlieonit.Istilllovehimregardlessi

hopehelearnshislesson

Saint:sowearegoingwithmom?

Apple:that'swhatimsaying



Saint:ok

Apple:gapestoptalkingiwanttohearwhat'sgoing

on

Adoorclosedastheyfrownedlookingatone

anotheranditwasDuncanclosingthemain

bedroomdoorwithLornainside.Shesighedand

putabagdownlookingathim...

Duncan:Lornaimsorry.Iknowsorrydoesn'tcount

foranythingbutimsorry.Atleastlet'sdothisfor

thekidsplease

Lorna:imactuallydoingthisformyselfandthekids.

Duncan:howLorna?How?

Lorna:imteachingthemthatnomatterhowmuch

youlovesomeoneneverloseyourselfinthe

process.Idon'thateyouDuncaniloveyouandi

willalwaysdo.Ihaveactuallyforgivenyoubutim

chosingmerightnow.Idon'twanttobewherei

havebeenhurt.Imstartinganewchaptersoplease



kindlymoveoutofmyway

Duncan:isitHerold?Isheabettermanthani?You

thinkyou...

Lorna:okimnotgoingtoletyoucontinuebecause

youaregoingtoendupinsultingmeanditmight

makemetakebackmywords.Whatdoyoutakeme

for?ImnotafloozieDuncanidon'tgetcontrolled

byamanorwhathehasandthis...readmy

lips...thishasnothingtodowithHeroldidon'teven

havefeelingsforhim,idon'tevenlookathiminthat

mannersopleasedon'ttrytoinsultme.

Duncan:(swallowed)imsorry

Lorna:pleasemoveihavealotofotherthingsto

takecareoff

Shemovedhimoutofthewayandopenedthedoor

asAppleandSaintranbackintoApple'sroom.She

sighedseeingthedoorclosingwhileDuncanwent

totheirbathroomandsilentlycriedsittingonthe

toilet.Afterputtingherbaginthespareroomshe

headedtoApple'sroom...



Lorna:wewillgoeatouttonightineedtotalktothe

bothofyou.Iknowyouhavebeeneavesdropping

sobereadyby6pmimstillgoingsomewhere

Sheheadedoffwhilethekidslookedatoneanother

withtheireyeswidenedandteethclenched.

InPrison...

Preciousdraggedherfeettothephoneboothand

tookherseatastheguardexcusedher...

Precious:Precioushello?

Lovemore:hi

Precious:(frowned)Lovemore?

Lovemore:yesit'sme

Precious:ohwowthisisamazing.Howareyou



doing?Iseverythingok?Ihonestly...

Lovemore:pleasewait,thisisnotasocialcall

Precious:(swallowed)oh

Lovemore:Albertcametoseeme

Precious:(heartskipped)what!?

Lovemore:yesPreciousAlbertcametoseemeand

hewantstogettoknowhisdaughter

Precious:overmydeadbodyLovemorethat'snot

goingtohappen

Lovemore:ijustwantedtoletyouknowthatim

goingtodorightbyNyasha

Precious:Lovemoreidareyouto...

Lovemore:youdaremetowhat?Don'teverthink

youcanthreatenmeokay?Youknownothingabout

beingaparent.Allyouhaveeverdoneisruinthese

children'slivesandifihavetoletgoofNyashafor

hertohaveagoodlifethat'swhatiwilldo

Precious:Lovemorethatmandoesn'tdeservetobe

inNyasha'slifepleaseyouareNyasha'sfather



Lovemore:that'salliwantedtosaytoyou.Havea

goodlife

Precious:Lovemore,Love....(thephonebeeped)

damnit!Damnit!HowcanAlbertdothistome,how

doesLovemoreeven...youknowwhatfuck!

Shegroanedhittingthedeskandgruntedwithher

handsonherfaceasaguardwentin.

BackattheDuncan's...

SittinginthebalconyofthemainbedroomDuncan

downedanotherglassofwhiskeywithhisteeth

clenched.Hesniffedandpinchedhisnose

breathingoutandtookhisphone.Hewenttohis

calllogandtappedonJoshua'snumberandcalled

him...

Joshua:ManD



Duncan:imiabadperson?

Joshua:ohokaywheredoesthatcomefromnow?

Duncan:mywifejustslappedmewithdivorce

papersimlookingatthemrightnow

Joshua:what!?Ithoughtyouguyswereheadedon

thehealingpath

Duncan:that'swhatithoughtaswellbutclearlyi

waswrongJosh.Mywifeisleavingme,Lorna

is...(heswallowedandsighed)

Joshua:(sighed)maybeit'sforthebettermyguy

Duncan:reallyJosh?Whosesideareyouon?

Joshua:youknowimonetonevertakesidesunless

it'ssomethingthatconcernsmyfamilybut

regardlessimalwaysonthesideofthetruth.Look

manyouhurtthiswoman,idon'thavetomention

whatyoudidbutyouknowthat'ssomepainfulthing

togothrough.Ifitsheseesthatroadasabetter

decisionforallofyouthenwhoimitoeventrystop

her?Sheknowsherselfmorethani,sheknows

what'sgoodforherfamilymorethani.Beaman



andownuptotherepercussionsofyourmistakes

myguy.It'snotagoodthingtolosesomeoneyou

lovebutifyoureallylovethatpersonyouwill

understandwhytheymakethedecisionstheymake.

Iwillalwaysbehereforyou.Beamanandshow

yourchildrenthatmistakesdon'tdefineaperson

butyourreactiontowardstheconsequencesof

thosemistakes.It'sgoingtobealongroadbutim

willingtoholdyourhandifyouwantmeto.

Duncan:(sighed)iguessyouareright.Aspainful

asitisishouldjustsuckitupandownuptoitafter

allibroughtthispaininmyhome.Thewisesaythe

firststeptohealingisacceptingthatyouarethe

problemthenafterthatfindsolutionstothat

problem

Joshua:spokelikeatrueman.Imsorrymyguy

Duncan:it'sokiwillbeok.Thanksforalwaysbeing

straightforwardwithmehadilistenedtoyounone

ofthiswouldbehappeningnow

Joshua:that'sinthepastnowfocusonbeinga

bettermanandfathertoyourkidsandshowSaint



whatbeingarealmanis.

Duncan:sure

Joshua:sureman

Duncanhungupandsighedsittingback.Emotions

gotthebetterofhimasheclosedhiseyeswhile

tearsrolleddown.

THATEVENING

AtAjax'shouse...

HeledthewayintothehousewithMareledicoming

behindhim...

Ajax:welcometomycave

Mareledi:(smiled)notbadatall(theychuckled)

Ajax:pleasehaveaseat(shedid)whatwouldyou



liketodrink?

Mareledi:justwaterthanksidon'twanttoruinmy

appetitemomiscookingupastorm

Ajax:ok

Hewenttogetheraglassofwaterandtookhis

seatasshedrankit...

Ajax:thankyousomuchforpullingthrough

Mareledi:yeah

Ajax:ihavehadachatwithAmeandwecametoan

understanding.Firstlyineedyoutoknowand

understandthatno,ididn'tdoitbecauseyousaidi

shoulddoit,infactithadnothingtodowithyou.I

diditbecauseitwasahumanthingtodo.Ihave

apologisedtoherforthewayitreatedherandour

babyandsheacceptedtheapology.Honestlywhati

didwasnotanicethingtodo.Wecan'tbedenying

ourkidsatthistimeoflife.Responsibilityisavery

importantaspectinmyage.Imnolongeraboyima



mansoyeahispoketoherandwecametoan

understanding.Shewaswillingtoevendothe

paternitytest.

Mareledi:okthat'swonderfulimgladyoudidthat

andihopeyoustandbyyourword

Ajax:whydoisenseabut?

Mareledi:butlikeyousaidithasnothingtodowith

mesowhyimihere?

Ajax:iwanttoapologisetoyoutooagainforsucha

behaviourthat'snotthekindofpersoniam

Mareledi:ohokiforgiveyou

Ajax:arewecoolnow?

Mareledi:ofcourse?

Ajax:canwestartoverbecauseihonestlyloveyou

andiwanttohaveafuturewithyou.Iknowyou

don'twantbabymamadramabutAmehasgiven

meherwordthatshewouldneverharassany

womanigetintoarelationshipwith

Mareledi:(breathedout)ihearyouAjaxwellcani

thinkaboutit?



Ajax:yourwishismycommandbutwhilethinking

aboutitimiallowedtotalktoyouliketextsandall?

Mareledi:yeahsure

Ajax:(smiled)great.Yeahthat'saboutit

Mareledi:okthenithinkishouldgetgoingthough

imlazytodrive,imtired

Ajax:letmedriveyouiwillcallacabtobringme

backhome

Mareledi:nomanthat'salotoftrouble

Ajax:wellaslongitmeansmakingsureyouget

homesafe

Mareledi:(smiled)youarenotgoingtotakenofor

ananswerareyou?

Ajax:youreadmymind

TheylaughedstandingupasMarelediledtheway

out.



AtHerold'shouse...

Theoventimerrangashewhistledputtingonthe

muttonglovesandopenedit.Aperfectgolden

brownlasagneitwasasheproudlysmiledputtingit

onthekitchencounter...

Herold:yummy

Hisphonereportedatextmessagewhilehetookoff

thegloves...

Herold:goodnessmewhoareyou?Imstillsoaking

inmyproudmoment

Hetookthephoneandopenedthemessageand

frownedreadingit...



+267:it'swithgreatdispleasuretoletyouknowthat

Maikanohaspassedonbutsheaskedustodeliver

thismessagetoyouafterherdeparture...

Herold:(heartsank)Maikanoisgone?Yoh

anyway...(hecontinuedtoread)

+267:sheaskedustoletyouknowthatyouguys

hadadaughtertogetherandshe's18yearsoldat

themoment

Herold:(heartdropped)what!?

^

^

^

^
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Herold:awhat!?

Hesaidreadingthemessageagainandputthe

phonebackonthecounter...

Herold:whywouldMaikanokeepthisfromme?

Whywouldshenottellmethatshewaspregnant?

Heaskedhimselfpacingaroundthekitchen

rubbinghisbeard.Hebreathedoutandtookhis

phoneanddialedthenumber...

Sheila:Herold

Herold:Sheilaijustgotyourmessage

Sheila:ohok

Herold:whathappened?

Sheila:shehadcancer

Herold:mycondolences



Sheila:thankyou.Imsorryfordroppingthenews

likethatviaatextbutihadnootherchoice

Herold:iunderstandbuttheonethingidon't

understandisthedaughterpart

Sheila:okay?

Herold:likehow?Whywouldshenottellmeabout

thechild?Whereisthechildnow?

Sheila:wedon'tknoweither

Herold:(frownedconfused)what?

Sheila:yesbecauseshegaveherupforadoption

Herold:what?

Sheila:yesthat'swhatshetoldme

Herold:didshetellyouwhy?

Sheila:youknowoursituationhereathomeshe

couldn'taffordtohaveachildsoshedecidedto

giveherupforadoption

Herold:whywouldn'tshetellmeiwouldhavetaken

careofmychild



Sheila:shesaidshedidn'ttellyoubecauseshe

didn'twanttoinconvenienceyou

Herold:howSheila?

Sheila:thetimeyouguysbrokeupwasthetime

yourcareerwastakingshapeandshefoundout

shewaspregnanttwomonthsdowntheline.She

knewhowpassionateyouwereaboutyourcareer

soshedidn'twantanythingtomessthatup

Herold:noSheilawearetalkingaboutachildhere.

AchildisagiftfromGodlikewhereimisupposed

tolooknow?

Sheila:shesaidshetookhertoSOSyoucango

thereandaskthemaboutagirlchildwhowas

adopted18yearsago

Herold:whatifalotofgirlchildrenwhereadopted

18yearsago?Didshenameheratleast?

Sheila:no

Herold:youseethat'sgoingtobemoredifficult.

Sheila:wellyoucantellthemherbirthdate

Herold:okwhenisit?(Shetoldhim)okihopethat



helps

Sheila:allthebest

Herold:wouldyouguyslovetogettoknowher

shouldifindher?

Sheila:ifshe'swillingto

Herold:oklet'shopeshe'snotadoptedbypeople

livingoutofthecountry

Sheila:yeah

Herold:haveyouguysburiedMaikanoyet?

Sheila:yesshewasburiedthispastweekend

Herold:ohok

Sheila:icangowithyoutohergravewhenyou

havetime

Herold:iwouldappreciatethatsomuch.Iwill

contactyouassoonasimavailable

Sheila:noproblem

Herold:cool.Thanksforeverything.Goodnight

Sheila:you'rewelcome



TheyhungupasHeroldsighedandshookhis

head...

Herold:soihaveachild?Whatdoesshelooklike?

Doesshehavehermother'sbeautifuleyes?Does

shehavemysoftcurlyhairornose?What'sherskin

colour?Isshesmart?Wait,

HestoppedasApple'sfacecameintohismind.She

reallyhadallthefeaturesMaikanohad.Wasas

smartandpassionateashimandtheykindofliked

thesamethings...

Herold:noitcan'tbe.Letmenotjumpinto

conclusionsletmejustgotoSOStomorrowand

findout.Itcan'tbeApple

Hesaidcuttingsomeofthelasagneintoaplateand

putsomesaladinandwenttoeatwithaglassof



winebesidestheplate.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AttheKavimba's...

Lovemorefinishedsettingthebreakfasttableas

NyashaandLucasfrownedlookingonintheir

schooluniform...

Both:andthen?

Lovemore:(smiled)ohyouguysaredone.Please

sitdowndaddyisspoilingyouthismorning

Lucas:thisisafirst

Nyasha:nonowait,what'sthecatchdad?Imean

thelasttimeyoucookedforuswaswhenwewere

stillsmallbabies

Lovemore:wellit'sjustthethreeofussoihaveto



stepup

Lucas:comeondadweareoldwecanmakeour

ownfood

Lovemore:iknowbutyouguysdeservesomeTLC

everynowandthen

Nyasha:nopeithinkthere'sacatch.Ormaybeyou

areapologisingforcominghomelatelastnight?

Lovemore:(chuckled)sitdownguysthefoodis

gettingcold

Theychuckledtakingtheirseatsanddugin...

Lucas:atleastyouareagoodcook(theylaughed)

Lovemore:thankyouboy.Kidsiwouldliketotalkto

you

Nyasha:mmhiknewit

Lovemore:youbothknowthatilovethebothyou

right?Equally.



Lucas:yesdad

Lovemore:anddespitealltherecentdiscoveriesi

stillloveyouguys

Nyasha:yesdadweknowthatandthat'swhyim

stillheretoday

Lovemore:yes.Youknowthatiwoulddoanything

foryouright?

Both:yes

Lovemore:andiwouldneverletanythinghappento

you

Lucas:dadareyoudying?

Lovemore:what?Nosonimnot

Lucas:thenwhydoesthissoundlikesomekindof

goodbye?

Lovemore:(sighed)itmightbe(theyfrowned)ihad

averyinterestingvisitoryesterdayatwork.His

nameisAlbert

Nyasha:areyoumovingoutofthecountry?

Lovemore:nomygirl.He...(sighed)he...(sighed



again)

Lucas:comeondadhewhat?

Lovemore:heisyourfatherNyasha

Therewastotalsilenceastheybothlookedat

Lovemorewithfrownsontheirfaces.Nyasha's

heartstartedtoraceasthespoonshewasholding

fellinherplate...

Nyasha:(swallowed)mywhat?

Lovemore:yourfathermygirl

Nyasha:areyousureaboutthis?

Lovemore:yesmygirlievencalledPreciousand

sheconfirmedit

Nyasha:(blinked)really?

Lovemore:yesmychildthat'swhyicamehomelate

lastnightiwasstillprocessingthewholething

Nyasha:(softly)wow



Lovemore:wouldyouliketomeetupwithhim?

Nyasha:idon'tknow,iguess

Lovemore:okiwillcomegetyouatschoolduring

lunchsowemeetupwithhim

Nyasha:ok(sighed)wow

Lovemore:howdoyoufeelaboutthisLuci?

Lucas:(shrughisshoulders)okiguess.Wedeserve

toknowourparentsafterall.IloveNyashaasmy

sisterandwhatevershedecidesiwillalwayslove

herasmysister

LovemoresmiledwhileastillshockedNyasha

sneeredshakingherheadandtookasipofjuice.

AtJoshua'shouse...

WithKeneilwegettingthekidsreadyforschool

downstairsMayaandJoshuafinishedgettingready

forworkasJoshuafixedMaya'seyebrow...



Joshua:ithinkishouldenrollforabeautytherapy

courseyouknow

Maya:noiwillteachyoulet'stalkaboutpayments

(theyburstintoalaugh)

Joshua:butimtheonefixingyoureyebrownow

whatkindofteacherwillyoube?

Maya:teachersmakemistakestooandagaini

taughtyouhowtodothemforthisveryreason

(theylaughedsomemore)

Joshua:yeahright.

Maya:doyouknowwhatpeoplewouldsayshould

theyknowyoucandomyeyebrows?

Joshua:thatyouhavefedmealovepotion(scoffed)

idon'tcareloveaslongasmywomanlooks

amazing(theylaughedagain)sobabehowdoyou

feelabouteverythingthathappenedyesterday?

Maya:imstillinshockbutimproudofdadforwhat

hedid.Yesiwouldhavelovedtogettoknowhim

moreandhavearelationshipwithhimbutnowi



knowthatheneverforgotmymotherandi

Joshua:yeahhey.Sowhatareyourplans?

Maya:600Kisalotofmoneyishouldsaysoiwant

todosomethingthatwouldbenefitourchildrenand

thecomingKganggeneration.

Joshua:oklovehaveyouthoughtaboutanything

yet?

Maya:iwasthinkingweshouldsitdownafterthe

weddingandtalkaboutit

Joshua:stillfinewithme

Maya:momsaysshe'sgoingtostartlookingfor

housestoday(theylaughed)

Joshua:nomatterhowfarsherunsshe'sstillthe

grandmotherofherkidssotheywillalwaysbeafter

her

Theylaughedwrappingupandheadeddownstairs

asthedoorbellrang...



Maya:whoisit?

Keneilwe:it'sLesedishe'sbringingmygrand

daughter.Comeinbaby

Maya:ohyeah

Lesedi:goodmorningeveryone

Maya:goodmorningma'am

Theyalllaughedandtooktheirseatsaroundthe

tablehavingtheirbreakfast.

Atthemall...

Theytooktheircoffeeandcroissantstakeawayand

gotinthecarheadingofftoSaint'sschool...

Saint:whycouldn'twehavebreakfastwithmom

andAppledad?

Duncan:becauseiwanttotalktoyoumyboy



Saint:about?

Duncan:everything

Saint:ohok

Duncan:ihavemademistakesmyboyandidon't

wantyoutogothroughthesamepathasi.Your

motherdidagoodjobraisingyouintoagoodman

butwhatdidido?Ididtheopposite.

Saint:butthegoodthingisthatyourealisethe

mistakeyoumade

Duncan:whileit'stoolateSaintwhydidn'tirealise

themistakethefirsttimeistartedlookingat

Patiencethewayidid?

Saint:wemakemistakesdadandwelearnfrom

themdon'tbeatyourselfupforit

Duncan:thisisnotevenamistakeSaintwedid

whatwedidforfouryears.Cheatingonit'sownis

notamistake

Saint:ok

Duncan:yesandiwantyoutoknowthatbythetime

yougetinarelationshiptreatthatyoungladylike



she'syourworld.Leteverythingyoudorevolve

aroundher.Nomatterhershortcomingsifyoulove

hermakesurethatshefeelsitandneverdoubtsit

inanyway.Thisappliestolifeingeneralwhatever

thingyouputyourmindonmakesurethatyoutreat

itwithrespectandcare.Youareawonderfulboy

myboyandiwouldhatetoseeyoudothesame

thingsthatidid.Whatyoudidshouldbealessonto

youandyoushouldneverthinklikethatagain

Saint:yesdad.Soyouandmomareseparating?

Duncan:yesmyboyasamanihavetofacethe

musiciproduced

Saint:ihopeyouwillbefinethough.Youknowthat

Aandiwillalwaysloveyou

Duncan:andiwillalwayslovethebothofyouandi

promiseyouourrelationshipwon'tbeaffectedok

Saint:okdad

Duncan:sooutofcuriositywhoareyouguysgoing

togowith?

Saint:(sighed)iwishedyoudidn'taskmethatbut



wehavedecidedthatwearegoingtogowithmom

Duncan:okiunderstandandigetwhy.Yourmother

isperfectepitomeofagreatparent.Imnotsaying

imbadbutshehashonestlydoneverywellwithyou

guysandagainlikeisaidthisdoesn'tchange

anythingbetweenmeandyouguys

Saint:thankyouforunderstandingdad

Duncan:iloveyouson

Saint:iloveyoutoodad

DuncansoftlysmiledpullingSaint'schinasthey

chuckled...

Saint:it'sApple'sbirthdayinafewdaysdadithink

weshoulddosomethingniceforher

Duncan:ohyeah.Youarerightwhatdoyouhavein

mind?

Theyexchangedideasofhowtheycansurpriseher



whilehavingtheirtakeawaybreakfast.

AttheAdiole's...

Abiolawentdownstairsasherphonereporteda

message...

Tshepo:morningbeautiful.Howdidyousleep?

Abiola:(smiled)morninghandsome.Isleptgood

andyou?

Tshepo:ican'tcomplain.Ohihavesomethingfor

you

Abiola:ohokwhatisit?

Tshepo:abeautifulladylikeyoudeservesome

flowersandapairofshoessosurprise

Abiola:(laughedout) youaresosweetthank

yousomuch

Tshepo: lunchlater?



Abiola:noproblem

Tshepo:greatiwillcomepickyouupfromthe

office

Abiola:sure (shesighedandgiggled)

Chioma:mustbenice

Abiola:ohmywordyouscaredme(theylaughed)

Chioma:iwantallthedetails

Abiola:noiwantallthedetailsabouttheCapetown

trip.Youcamebackandstuffedyourselfwithwork

sonowisthetimetotellitallcomeonhoneybrag

asmuchasyoucan

Chioma:noyoustartfirstiwanttohearallabout

Tshepo

Abiola:inevertoldyouhisnameChihowdidyou

findout?

Chioma:I'mChiomaAdiolesis

Abiola:sowilloneeverhaveasecretaroundyou?

(Theylaughed)

Chioma:that'simpossiblebabes



Abiola:onlyifyoupromisetotellmeeverythingthat

wentdownintheCape

Chioma:trustmeloveiwillevenshowyouphotos

Abiola:perfect

Shetookherfoodandsatonthekitchenstool

tellinghersistereverythingshemissedoutonwhile

outofthecountry.

LATERTHATMORNING

Incourt...

Judge:youmayallbeseated

EveryonetooktheirseatasRonalookedatMaya

andeveryoneelsewithherlipscurved...



Judge:MrsTaoloyoumayproceed

Alexander:thankyoumyLady(fixedhergown)this

courtwouldliketocalltothestandasathird

characterwitness,PreciousMoeti

Rona:(stoodupasherheartskipped)what!?

^

^

^

^

^
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Judge:youaregoingtositdownMsMoeti

Rona:thisisunacceptablehowdoesshebecomea

characterwitnesswhenwearebothononeside

Judge:MsMoetisitdown



Rona:imnotgoingtositdownuntiligetan

explanation

Judge:doyouwanttoberemanded?

Rona:youmightaswellbecauseimnotgoingtosit

forthis

Judge:PreciousMoetimakeyourwaytothe

witnessstandimnotgoingtostandforthis.Asfor

youRonatakeyourseat

Rona:areyouseriouslygoingtodothisPrecious?

Afterallwe...

Judge:justshutupandtakeyourseat!

ThejudgeangrilysaidasRonaswallowedsitting

down.ShelookedatPreciousshakingherhead

whilePreciousbreathedouttakingherseat...

Judge:good.Bailiff

Man:MsMoetikindlyputyourhandonthebible

andraisetheother(shedid)PreciousMoetidoyou



sweartotellthetruth,onlythetruthandnothing

elsebutthetruthsohelpyouGod?(Shekeptquiet)

MsMoeti

Precious:(swallowed)ido

Ronaheavedahugesighshakingherhead...

Judge:thankyousir.MrsTaoloyoumayproceed

Alexander:thankyoumylady.Goodmorning

Precious

Precious:morning

Alexander:howareyourelatedtoRonaMoeti?

Precious:she'smymother

Alexander:howdoyouknowthatshe'syourmother?

Precious:(frowned)shegavebirthtome

Alexander:letmerephrasemyquestion,besides

givingbirthtoyouwhathasshedonetoshowyou

thatshe'syourmother?



Precious:likeeverymotherwould,sheprotected

meandmadesureihadabetterlife

Alexander:bydoingwhatexactly?

Precious:idon'tunderstand

Alexander:howdidshemakesureyouhadabetter

lifeMsMoeti?

Precious:sheprovidedforme

Alexander:wassheworking?

Precious:no

Alexander:sohowdidsheprovideforyouifshe

wasn'tworking?(Preciousquietlyswallowed)Ms

Moetiimgoingtoneedyoutoanswermyquestions

Precious:sheusedthemoneyshegotfromher

sisterKeneilwe

Alexander:andthatmoneywasfor?

Precious:(sighed)MayaandTitus

Alexander:hasRonaeverusedthemoneyonthe

intendedpeople?



Precious:onlywhensheknewKeneilwewas

cominghome

Alexander:andthatwasto?

Precious:coverupforheractions

Alexander:soyoucanattestthatyourmothernever

lovednorcaredforhernephewandniece?(She

keptquiet)mayiremindyouthatyouareunder

oathMsMoeti

Precious:yes

Alexander:whywasthat?

Precious:theyhadabrighterfuturethani

Alexander:ohreally?ButhowisthatMayaonlygot

ajobnow...ohwaitbeforethatonelet'sgooverthis

onefirst.Wasthereanotherrouteyourmotherwas

usingtofendforyou?

Precious:(swallowed)yes

Alexander:enlightenthecourtplease

Precious:shewaselectedasthechurch'streasurer

sosheusedthemoneyfromthechurchtotakecare



ofus

Rona:(softly)wowPrecious

Alexander:whois"us"

Precious:meandhersometimesMayaandTitus

Alexander:yourhonourifthecourtpermits,iwould

lovetopresenttoyouproofthatindeedwhat

Preciousissayingisnothingbutthetruth.Here

withmearebankstatementsshowingthatMsRona

Moetimadedepositstoherbankaccountevery

Mondayandtoldthebankthatitwasweeklyprofits

fromher"tuckshopsales"

Judge:thecourtwillacceptthisproof.Youmay

proceed

Thebailifftookthedocumentsandcheckedthem

thenpunchedtheminwhileAlexandertookasipof

waterandfixedhergown...

Alexander:(playingwithherpen)backtowhati

wantedtoaskyoubeforethisbankthing,ifMaya



andTitushadabrightfuturehowisitpossiblethat

Mayaonlyfoundajobshestudiedforandhaskept

thejobthusfar?Imeanshehasatrackrecordof

notlastingonjobsandagainhowisitthatTitus

didn'tgettodowellinschoolthoughhewasagood

student?Andpleasetellushowyourmotherknew

thesekidshadbrightfutures.Again,youareunder

oath

Preciousheavedahugeasighandshookherhead

whileRonasquinthereyeslookingather...

Precious:RonaMoetivisitedawitchdoctor

Rona:lies!

Judge:(hitthegavel)orderRona,order!(She

swallowedsittingdown)

Alexander:andyouknowthishowPrecious?

Precious:shetoldme

Alexander:yourmothertoldyouthatshewenttoa

witchdoctorwhatexactlydidshedothere?



Precious:shewenttofindouthowmyfuturelooks

butinsteadfoundoutthathernieceandnepheware

theone'swithabrighterfuturesbut...

Rona:Preciousshutup!

Alexander:(turnedannoyed)noyoushutupRona

beforeislapyouwithanotherchargeofobstruction

ofcourtproceedings(shekeptquietbreathing

heavily)youweresayingPrecious?

Precious:(swallowed)buttherewassomethingshe

coulddotomakesurethatmyfuturewasbright

instead

Alexander:andthatwas?

Precious:confuseMayaandTitusthattheywere

herkidsandkeeptheirmotherasazombie

Alexander:isthathowyourauntwaskilled?

Precious:yes

Alexander:didyouknowaboutthis?

Precious:noirecentlyfoundout

Alexander:doyoubelievethatyourmotheris



capableofdoingsuchathing?

Precious:(lookedatRona)ifshe'sabletokeepme

awayfrommyownfatherandusemeasapawnin

herlittleschemethenyesyourworshipshe's

capableofdoingthis(Ronashookherhead)

Alexander:Preciousareyousayingyourown

motherkilledherownsisterandkeptherother

sisterinacave?

Precious:yesyourworship

Alexander:thankyoumyLadyihavenofurther

questionsforPreciousMoeti

Judge:thankyouMrsTaolo.Iseeherethatthereis

yetanothercharacterwitness?

Alexander:yesmyLady

Judge:ok.Courtshallresumeat14:00pm

Shehitthegavelastheyallstoodup.Precious

madeherwaydownwhileRonashookherhead...



Rona:youareasnake

Precious:ihavelearntfromthebest

Rona:ifyouthinkyouaretheonlyonewho'sableto

playtricksthenwatchme

Precious:youhavealreadyruinedmylifesoiwould

lovetoseeyoubringoutyourbestshot.Ihaveno

childandhusbandnowallbecauseofyou,igrew

upwithoutafatherallbecauseofyou,imawitch

nowallbecauseofyou,myonlychildispossibly

goingtobetakenawayallbecauseofyousoplease

bestbelievethatthiswasmyrevengeandfrom

hereonidon'twanttoseeyounexttome.You

madeyourbednowlieonit

SheclickedhertongueandledthewayoutasRona

followedherbreathingheavilywiththeguards

behindthem.Shethoughtofpushingherdownthe

stairsbutswallowedanddecidednotto.

Inhercar...



Lorna'sphonerangasshesmiledanswering...

Lorna:iwasjustabouttocallyou

Herold:ohsoyouhavebeenthinkingaboutme?

Lorna:don'tflatteryourselfHerold(theychuckled)

howareyoudoing?

Herold:imgoodandyourself?

Lorna:okgiventhecircumstances

Herold:wannatalkaboutit?

Lorna:igaveDuncanthedivorcepapers

Herold:oh?

Lorna:yeah,oh

Herold:howdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Lorna:ithurtsthatimleavingamanihavelovedfor

somanyyearsyouknowbutmyhappinessand

peacecomesfirstidon'twanttoendupbeingthe

toxicone



Herold:okiunderstand.Sometimesonehasgotto

beselfish

Lorna:trueinagoodwaythough

Herold:couldn'tagreemore.Howdidhetakeit

though?

Lorna:notgoodobviouslybuthe'scomingaround

Herold:okandthekids?

Lorna:ihavespokentothemandtheyareok.No

onewantstoseetheirparentsseparatebuttheyare

awareofthereasonswhyandyouknowthesenew

agekidsare"woke"astheyalwayssay(they

chuckled)

Herold:truethat.Imgladtheyaredoinggoodbut

justforpetesakemakesuretheygofortherapy

especiallyyourson

Lorna:mostdefinitely.Sowhydidyoucall?Ibelieve

youdidn'tjustcalltoaskmehowiwas

Herold:yeah.Youaremyonlyfriendsoijust

wantedsomeoneicouldtalktoaboutthissituation

ihave



Lorna:okay?

Herold:ireceivedamessageaboutmyexof18

yearsago'spassing

Lorna:(frowned)that'sweirdbutsorry.Wastherea

reasonwhytheytoldyouthis?

Herold:yeahapparentlywehadadaughter

Lorna:areyouserious?Andtheyareonlytelling

younow?

Herold:yepshedidn'twantanythingtogetinthe

wayofmycareerbecausewebrokeuppriortoit's

takeoffyouknowandsheknewhowpassionatei

wasaboutmythings

Lorna:okbutthatdoesn'tmakeitokforhertokeep

yourchildawayfromyou

Herold:sheactuallygaveherupforadoption

Lorna:oh

Herold:yeah,shecouldn'taffordtohaveachild

thensotheysay

Lorna:shamemanimsosorry.Sowhatareyou



planningtodo?

Herold:thesistertoldmewhereshetookthechild

andihopeshehasn'tbeenadoptedyetorifshe's

adoptedshe'ssomewhereinthecountry

Lorna:soyouwanttofindher?

Herold:ofcourseidothat'smyblood

Lorna:trueheyandifyoudowhatareyougoingto

do?

Herold:tryandmakeupforlosttime.Iwon'tforce

hertoleaveherfamilybuthavingsomekindof

relationshipwithherwouldmeanalot

Lorna:ok.Ifeellikeyouwouldhavemadeagreat

dadyouknow

Herold:istillcanwhatdoyoumean(theylaughed)

Lorna:yousilly.Sowhenareyouplanningtogoto

theadoptioncentre?

Herold:theycanonlyseemethisafternoonandi

wouldlikeyoutocomealongifyouhavethetime

Lorna:yeahiwouldbehappytocomewith



Herold:cooljustcometomyofficethenwewill

drivetogether

Lorna:notaproblem

Herold:ciao

Lorna:byeHerry

TheychuckledhangingupasLornasmileddriving

intoamallwhileHeroldsighedsittingback.The

morehethoughtabouthisdaughter'sfeaturesthe

moreAppleandMaikanolookedalike.Hesighed

againandshookhisheadtryingtogetridofthe

picture...

Herold:stopitHeroldstopdoingthattoyourself.

AtKgangT&T...

JoshuaknockedandopenedDuncan'sofficedoor...



Joshua:Dun...

Hefrownedlookingathimstandingbythewindow

withhishandsinhispocketsandmindmilesaway...

Joshua:ifyoujumpoutthatwindowyouaregoing

todieandyouaregoingtomissoutonalotyou

knowthatright?

Duncan:huh?

Joshua:what'supDuncan?

Duncan:(sighed)eyshmanimjustthinkingabout

myproblemsyouknow

Joshua:isee.Sohowiseverythinggoing?

Duncan:doyouhavetoask?

Joshua:yeahyeahsorryaboutthat

Duncan:it'sokman.Ijustsignedthedivorce

papers



Joshua:ok

Duncan:imeanifireallyloveherishouldlethergo

sothatshecanbehappy

Joshua:iknowitwasatoughdecisiontomakebut

youaregoingtobeokmyguy

Duncan:easiersaidthandonebutitiswhatitis.

Howarethingsgoingwithyouguys?

Joshua:yousureyouwanttotalkaboutmylife?

Duncan:atleastoneofusishappysowecan't

spendthewholetimetalkingaboutmysorrylife

Joshua:ahmandon'tputitlikethat

Duncan:areyougoingtoanswerme?

Joshua:welleverythingisgoinggood.Preparations

arecomingalongjustfineandspeakingof

preparationswehavetogoandseethetailorlater

today

Duncan:ohnicewhataboutStephen?

Joshua:hewillsendhismeasurements

Duncan:awesomelet'sdothatthenandplease



Joshuadon'tbeadoutchebaglikeme.Youshould

takecareofMaya,thatwomanisatreasureso

makesurethatyouloveherforever.Nomatterwhat

happensputyourloveforherfirstandalwaysfight

forit

Joshua:yessiridefinitelywilldothatandiwill

keepthosewordsinmyheartbecauseibelievethey

arefromagoodplace

Duncan:goodandithinkyoushouldgetherbaking

youknow(theylaughed)

Joshua:iactuallythinkihaveyouknow

Duncan:ohreally?

Joshua:yepihavenoticedsomechangeinher

appetite

Duncan:Joshua

Joshua:imeanihaveastrongseedDuncanandwe

haven'tbeenusingprotectionunlessifshe'son

somecontraceptivewhichidoubtbecauseshe

wouldhavetoldme

Duncan:welllet'swaitandsee



Joshua:yeahneh

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.

InPrison...

Precioussataloneagainstthewallwithhereyes

closedbutslowlyopenedthemwithafrownonher

faceasshefeltsomeonestandingbeforeher...

Rona:yesJudas

Precious:didn'tiaskyoutostayawayfromme

Rona?

Rona:howcouldyouPrecious?

Precious:ihonestlydon'thavetimeforyouRona

pleaseleavemealone

Rona:everythingihavedonewasforyouPrecious.

Allihaveeverdonewasloveandpro...



Precious:(stoodup)ohsaveitRonasavethat

bullshitforsomeonewhocares

Rona:don'tinsultmeimyourmother

Precious:doilooklikeicare?Youareanexcusefor

amotherRonathat'swhatyouare.Youarenothing

butaselfishcuntwholovesnoonebutherself.You

neverlovedme,younevercaredformeyouwitch,

youusedme

Rona:Preciouswatchyourtongue

Precious:orwhatRona?Youaregoingtocutit?

Wellcutitmylove(shestuckitout)cutitoutat

leastihavetoldthetruth

Rona:youungratefullittlebra...

SheattemptedtoslapherbutPreciousblockedit

andgrabbedherhand...

Precious:imdonebeingwalkedalloverbyyou.You

havedoneenoughdamageinmylifeRonasogo

andsoakinthemomentasformeimdonewithyou.



Mymotherlongdiedthetimeshesawitfittingto

usemeanddenymeachanceoflivingaproperlife

withmyfather(Ronapulledherselffromher)you

aredeadtome

ShespitonthegroundandwalkedawaywhileRona

breathedheavilyandswallowedholdingherwaist...

Rona:damnitRonadamnit!Whathaveyoudone!?

(Clenchedherteeth)shit!Hadyoustayedaway

from...shitman,shit!

Shepunchedtheairwithherteethstillclenched

andwalkedoffaswell.

THATAFTERNOON

InKavimbamotors...



Lovemoreparkedhiscarandmadewayoutwithhis

daughter...

Lovemore:howareyoufeeling?

Nyasha:nervousithink

Lovemore:it'sallowed

Nyasha:sohe'shere?

Lovemore:yeahhesentmeatextonourwayhere

sayinghealreadyinmyoffice

Nyasha:ohwow.Ok

ShesighedandfollowedLovemoreinherschool

uniform.Theyreachedtheofficeasheheldthe

doorhandleandturnedtoher...

Lovemore:sure?

Shenoddedandheavedanothersighwhile



Lovemoreopenedthedoor.Albertturnedand

smiledasLovemoredirectedNyashatowalkin.

Sheswallowedherlipsandtookastepinasher

heartskippedabeat...

Nyasha:goodafternoon

Albert:(nervouslysmiled)hello

Lovemore:AlbertthisisNyasha,Nyashathisis

Albert

Albert:nicemeetingyouNyasha

Hesaidstretchinghishandouttogreetherandshe

lookeddownatitandslowlyupathim...

^

^

^

^

^
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Albertstretchedhishandouttogreetherandshe

lookeddownonitthenslowlylookedupathimand

huggedhiminstead...

Albert:(chuckled)o-kay

Lovemore:(sighed)maywetakeourseats

HesatonhischairwhileNyashaandAlbertsaton

theothertwo...

Lovemore:goodafternoonAlbert

Albert:MrKavimbathankyouforcontactingme

Lovemore:yeah.IhavespokentoNyashaandshe

didn'thaveaproblemwithmeetingupwithyou



(Nyashasmiled)

Albert:(smiled)icansee

Lovemore:icangiveyouguysprivacyifyoumind

mebeingaround

Nyasha:nodadit'sokstay

Lovemore:ohokthen.

Nyasha:goodafternoonsir

Albert:helloyounggirl

Nyasha:imgoingtobestraightforwardwithyou

Albert:youhavealltheright

Nyasha:whywouldyouagreetosomethinglikethat?

Albert:shewasamarriedwoman.Wewereboth

intoxicatedandonethingledtoanother

Nyasha:soyousawitfittingtoabandonyourchild?

Albert:itwasnevermyintentionto

Nyasha:thenwhydidyoudoitbecausethereason

youaregivingmenowisnotgoodenough

Albert:honestlyspeakingialwaysthoughtabout



youbutthatwasthereasonwhyihadtodoit.To

respectyourmother'smarriage

Nyasha:soyouchoseyouronenightstandover

yourblood?(Heswallowedlookingdown)ifthe

truthnevercameoutwereyounotgoingtocome

forme?

Lovemoresoftlyrubbedhislipssecretlysmiling...

Albert:iwouldhave

Nyasha:when?Whenyouwereabouttodie?

Albert:ofcoursenot

Nyasha:stoplyingtome

Albert:trustmeiwasgoingtocomeforyou

becauserightnowiminaprocessofmovingtothe

unitedstatesofAmericatostartanewlifethere

andtrustmewhenisayyouarethefirstinmylist

ofthingsiwasgoingtomakesureileavewitheven

nowyoustillare



Nyasha:soyouthinkicanpackandgojustlikethat?

Howaboutthemanwhohasbeenmyfathermy

entirelife?Thismanknowsthedayigotmyfirst

period,heknowswheremyscarfromfallingafter

takingmyfirststepis,heknowswhatilikeand

don'tlike.Heknowseverythingaboutmeandyou

wouldexpectmetodrophimlikethat?

Albert:iknowandirespecthimforthatbutiwould

lovetogettoknowyouaswell.Iwouldlovetoget

toknowallthoseandotherthingsinthecoming

future

Nyasha:areyoumarriedorhaveanyotherkids?

Albert:imnotmarriedandidon'thaveanyother

children

Nyasha:areyoudyingmaybe?

Albert:ofcoursenot

Nyasha:mehuggingyouwasmeappreciatingthe

factthatyoufoundyourwaybackintomylifeasfor

ushavingarelationshipwearegoingtohaveto

takeitslow.Ilovemydadandhewillalwaysbemy

dadbutiwouldlovetogettoknowmyblood



Lovemore:iunderstandmychild.It'sveryimportant

toknowyourrootsasahumanbeingbecauseas

africanswebelievethatyourutmostprotectionis

fromyourparternalancestorssowhywouldideny

youthat

Nyasha:thankyoudad.Sowhenareyouleavingto

theUS?

Albert:endoftheyear

Nyasha:okatleastiwillbedonewithmy

Cambridgesoicanfurthermystudiesthere

Albert:doesthatmeanwearedoingthis?

Nyasha:(smiled)yeswearebutatthemomenti

willbestayingwithmydadandbrotherbecause

theymattertome

Albert:idon'thaveaproblemwiththataslongas

imallowedtovisitanytime

Lovemore:(sighed)youaremorethanwelcome

Albert:thankyousomuch(checkedthetime)with

thatsaidmayidriveyoubacktoschool?

Nyasha:surenoproblem.Byedad



Lovemore:byebaby(theyhugged)

Albert:thankyousomuchMrKavimba

Lovemore:thepleasureisallminesir

TheyshookhandsasAlberttookNyasha'sschool

bagandfollowedherout.Lovemoresighedand

pinnedhiselbowsonhisdeskputtinghishands

underhischinandexhaled...

Lovemore:wow,yeahneh

Ateardroppeddownhisoneeyeashequickly

wipeditandsniffedexhalingagain...

Lovemore:it'sokLovemoreitwasboundtohappen

anyway.Youdidyourpartandyoushouldbeproud

ofyourself.Likeshesaidshewillalwaysloveyou

andagainyoustillhaveLucas.(Sighed)ohmy

preciousNyasha



HesaidlookingatthephotoofhimandNyasha

withLucasonhislapswhiletheywerestilllittle.

Tearsblurredhisvisionashegruntedstandingup

andpinchedhiseyes.Hetookthephotoandwent

tolockthedoorthensliddownsittingonhisbum

silentlycryingwhilehuggingthepicture...

Lovemore:iwillalwaysloveyoumybabies.

Onadrivethroughline...

MayaandMareledilaughedonaphonecallas

Mayamovedclosertothecollectionpot...

Mareledi:areyouinadrivethrough?

Maya:yeslovegrabbingmylunch

Mareledi:ohokbabesimwaitingforAjax



Maya:ohok

Assistant:order120onelargecheeseburger,12

hotwings,largechips,raspberryjuiceandice-

cream

Maya:(smiled)thankyousomuchbabes(gaveher

P20)thisisforyou

Assistant:thankyou

Maya:(lickhericecreamdrivingoff)youwere

saying?

Mareledi:okMayathat'stoomuchfoodwhoare

yougoingtoeatwith?

Maya:bathongmyself

Mareledi:honeyyougottamindyourweightyou

know.Howareyougoingtofitinyourwedding

dress?

Maya:butthisiswhatiwanttoeattodaybabes

Mareledi:sincewhenareyouahugefanofjunkand

thelasttimeicheckedyouhatedraspberry

Maya:imnotallergictoitthoughandbesidesihave



noticedthatihaveahugeappetitethepasttwo

days

Mareledi:oh

Maya:yeahiguessit'shappinessmylove(she

chuckledlickingmoreoftheicecream)

Mareledi:ohreallynow?

Maya:ofcourse

Mareledi:butthat'stoomuchappetitemylove

maybeit'ssomethingelse

Maya:what?

Mareledi:youcouldbaking(Mayaburstintoaloud

laugh)imserious

Maya:ohcomeonloveit'simpossible

Mareledi:areyouoncontraceptives?

Maya:nopeistoppedthemamonthago

(remembered)ohno

Mareledi:what?

Maya:ijustrememberedthatihaven'tgottenmy



period.It'sbeen3daysnow

Mareledi:(smiled)oh-oh

Maya:doyoureallythinkicouldbe...nonoidon't

wanttojumpintoconclusionsmaybeit'sjust

hormonalimbalance

Mareledi:hasyourperiodeverbeenlatebefore?

Maya:notatall

Mareledi:wellithinkit'stimeyouvisitedthedoctor

mygirl

Maya:ohtrustmeimgoingtoimmediatelyafter

court.

Mareledi:let'ssayyouarepregnanthowwouldyou

feel?

Maya:ecstaticofcourseilovechildrenbutlet'snot

overthinkthingsuntiligettheresults

Mareledi:alrightlove.ByeAjaxjustwalkedin

Maya:byelove



TheyhungupasMayafinishedhericecreamand

quicklylookeddownonherstomach.Hugeappetite,

period3dayslatemaybethere'sahumanbeing

growinginsideofherormaybeit'sjusthormonal

imbalanceshesighedwithasmileonherface

openingherburgerwhileturningtotheoffice.

ANHOURLATER

InSOS...

LornaandHeroldmadewayintothebuildingasthe

receptionistdirectedthemtothemanagement

office...

Lady:helloma'amthisisthemanispoketoyou

about

Lady:ohok.Goodafternoonsir

Herold:goodafternoonma'am



Lady:youmaybeseated(theysat)isthisyourwife?

Herold:noshe'safriend

Lady:ohok.Nicemeetingyouma'am

Lorna:(lookingaround)nicemeetingyouaswell

Lady:butyourfacelooksfamiliar

Lorna:iactuallyadoptedmy18yearolddaughter

here18yearsago(Heroldsniffed)

Lady:ohreally?Yourname?

Lorna:LornaDuncan

Lady:ohwownowirememberyou.IbelieveApple

mustbeabiggirlnow

Lorna:andverysmart

Lady:wowthat'samazing.SoMrHeroldwhatcan

wedoforyou?

Herold:ireceivedamessagethatmyexgirlfriendof

18yearsagopassedonandwehadadaughter

whichshebroughthereafterbirth.Soimlookingfor

thechild



Lady:ohok.Doyouknowwhenthechildwasborn

becausethatwouldmakethingseasier

Herold:yes

HetoldherasLorna'sheartskippedabeatand

quicklyturnedtohimwithhereyeswidened...

Lorna:(swallowed)what!?

Herold:yeah

Lady:(clearedherthroat)MrHerold

Herold:iseverythingok?

Lorna:(stoodup)areyoutryingtosaythatAppleis

yourdaughter?

Herold:huh?

Lady:okokmaywepleasecalmdown.MrsDuncan

pleasehaveaseat

Lornaswallowedanotherlumpbreathingheavily



andpressedherlipstogetherbreathingthroughher

nose...

Lady:pleasesitdownMrsDuncan(gavehera

bottleofwater)

Lorna:thankyou

Herold:so...

Lady:yessirnowyouknowwhereyourdaughteris

Lorna:ithinkishouldgetgoing

Herold:Lornawait.Whatareyougoingtodrive

backwith(shepacedout)Lorna!?

Lady:MrsDuncan!?

Theypacedbehindherasshestartedrunning...

Herold:Lornapleasewait!Lorna!

Heranbehindherastheladystoppedandshook



herheadwithherhandsonherwaist.Herold

caughtupwithLornaandturnedher...

Herold:Lornawait

Lorna:letgoofmeHerold

Herold:noLornaimnotgoingtoletyoudothisto

yourself

Lorna:AppleismybabyHeroldican'taffordtolose

her

Herold:noonesaidyouweregoingtoloseher

Lorna.Iknowandunderstandthatshe'syourbaby

Lorna:(tearsbuiltinhereyes)but

you...but...but...(sheburstintoacry)mybaby

Heroldmy...

Herold:sssh...sssh...sssh

Hesaidtightlyhuggingherasshecriedoutloud.



InCourt...

Judge:youmaybeseated(theytooktheirseats)let

mestartoffbyapologisingforcominglateiwas

stillheldupbysomeofmydutiesbutwemay

proceedMrsTaolo

Alexander:(stoodup)thankyoumyLady.Mylady

wewouldliketobringtothestandMsNaleKamodi

(Preciousfrowned)

Rona:whatisthis,ganguponRonaday?

Judge:RonaMoetithistimearoundimnotgoingto

playgameswithyou.Iwillclosethiscaseand

concludethatyouareguilty

Maya:(muttered)she'sguiltyanyway(Joshua

softlychuckled)

Naleslowlymadewaytothewitnessstandand

pressedherlipstogethertakingherseat...



Alexander:gooddayMsKamodi

Nale:goodday

Alexander:iamawarethatyouarerecoveringfrom

anoperationsowearenotgoingtobelong

Nale:ok

Alexander:howdoyouknowRonaMoetiand

PreciousMoeti?

Nale:Preciousis...(Sighed)wasafriendofmine

andiknowRonathroughherthatshe'shermother

Alexander:howlonghaveyoubeenfriendswith

Precious?

Nale:sincewewereinhighschool

Alexander:soyouwouldsayyouknowalotabout

her?

Nale:(lookedattheduo)notalotbuteverything

Alexander:(smiled)oh,ok.SoNaleyousaid

Precious"was"yourfrienddoyoumindsharing

whathappenedwiththecourt?

Nale:notatall.IhavebeenthinkingthatPrecious



lovedmeonlytorealisethatshehasbeenusingme

alltheseyears.Ihavecarriedachildforthiswoman,

ihavekeptsecretsofhertryingtoendhercousin's

lifesomanytimes,ihavekeptsecretsofher

chainingherhusbandusingdarkmagic.Ihavekept

secretsofherandhermotherstealingfromher

churchforwhat?Tobetossedoutlikesome

garbagewhenineededthemthemost?Forthemto

wanttokillmyhusbandwell,exhusbandforfinding

outthetruthaboutwhotheywere?Ihavenothing

rightnowbecauseofthesewomenonewouldsay

imhereforrevengebutnoimherebecauseallthe

peopletheyhavehurtdeservejustice

Alexander:soMsKamodiareyousayingthatallthe

thingssaidaboutRonaandPreciousMoetiaretrue?

Nale:withoutadoubt.Ihavetextmessagestoeven

proveeverything

PreciousnoddedwhileRonashookherhead

pinchinghereyes...



Alexander:myladyasyouhaveheard,MsNale

Kamodihasalsoconfirmedwithnoanyreasonable

doubtthatMsRonaandPreciousMoetihavedone

thethingstheyareaccusedof.Nofurtherquestions

forthiswitness

Judge:thankyouMrsTaolo.Courtshallresume

tomorrowmorningat10am(shehitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidasthejudgemadeherwayout...

Rona:sies

Precious:youareyettosaysies.Youthoughtyou

willgetawaywithhurtingeveryone?

SheclickedhertongueleadingthewayoutasRona

cursedherunderherbreath...

Alexander:thankyou



Nale:imgladicouldhelp.Imigoingtobecharged

forbeinganaccomplice?

Alexander:iwillmakesurethatyoudon'tgettobe

charged.Thatwasouragreement

Nale:ok.Thankyousomuch

Maya:babeineedtorushsomewherecanyou

pleasedrivewithmamaG?

Joshua:whereareyougoing?

Maya:ihaveameetingintown

Joshua:ohokseeyoulater

Maya:iloveyouguysbye

ShegotinthecaranddroveoffwhileGlidiaand

KeneilwedroveJoshuabacktotheoffice.

LATERTHATAFTERNOON

AttheDuncan's...



Duncanputthelastofhisbagsinthebootand

headedbacktothehousewhereLornawasseated

onthediningtable...

Duncan:that'sabouteverything

Lorna:ok

Duncan:areyouok?

Lorna:mhem

Duncan:really?

Lorna:yeah

Duncan:oktellthekidsthatilovethemsomuchi

willcomegetthemonFridayforavisit

Lorna:youarealwayswelcometohavedinnerwith

usthisisyourhomeaswell

Duncan:iwillalwayskeepthatinmind.(Therewas

silence)canigetahug?

Lorna:yeah



Theyhuggedforafewsecondsandexhaledletting

goofoneanotherasDuncanmadehiswayout.

Lornastoodbythedoorandputherheadagainst

theframelookingathim.Heopenedhiscarand

lookedupatherassheblewakissathim.He

caughtitandputhishandonhisheartandsmiled

gettinginthecardrivingout.Lornawentback

insidethehouseandcloseddoorsoftlyhittingher

headagainstitthinkingaboutwhatshediscovered

earlier...

Lorna:(sighed)Lordgivemestrength

Shesighedagainwithhereyesclosedbutquickly

openedthemasthegateopened.Itwasthekids.

Herheartracedassheswallowedandwenttothe

kitchen.

AttheKavimba's...



Lovemore,ChiomaandthekidslaughedasNyasha

andChiomafinishedsettingthetablefordinner...

Lucas:whydidn'tyoucomewithSundae?

Chioma:shewentoutwithhermotherandhernew

friend

Lucas:ohyeahshetoldmeabouthermother's

"newfriend"(hechuckled)

Lovemore:soyouguystalkaboutusoutthereneh?

(Theylaughed)

Lucas:ofcoursedadwhynot

Theylaughedmoreasthegatebellrang.Nyasha

wentforit...

Nyasha:hello?

Nale:isMrKavimbahome?



Nyasha:yes,youare?

Nale:(clearedherthroat)NaleKamodiandiwould

liketoseehimplease

Nyasha:oh(clearedherthroat)pleasehangon

Lovemore:whoisitnana?

Nyasha:Nale

Lucas:(frownedblinkingandstoodup)who!?

^

^

^

^

^
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Nyasha:Naleisatthegate



Lucas:youbetterletgoofthatphoneandcomesit

down

Lovemore:Lucaswait,Nyashaareyousure?

Nyasha:yesdad

Lucas:imnotgoingtowaitforanything.Iwilllose

allrespectihaveforyoushouldyouletthatwoman

inhere

Chioma:Luci

Lucas:noauntyChiomano

Chioma:let'sjusthearheroutmyboyplease

Lucas:noauntyChioma

Chioma:don'tyouwanttoletgoofthepaininyour

heart?

Lucas:ofcourseidobuthowwillibeabletowhen

shekeepsresurfacing?

Chioma:maybethat'sGodtryingtohelpyoutolet

goofthepaininyou

Lucas:(scoffed)thenGodhasafunnywayofdoing

thingsidon'twanttoseethatwoman



Lovemore:(sighed)Nyashaopen

Lucas:what!?Reallydad?Youaregoingtoletyet

anotherwitchinyourhouse?Afterwhatsheand

Preciousdidtoyou?

Lovemore:ChiisrightLucasmaybeit'stimewe

settledthisonceandforall

Nyasha:soshouldiopen?

Lovemore:yes

Sheputthephonebackonthehookandpressed

theopeningbuttonwhileLucassatdownand

foldedhisarmsshakinghishead.Naleslowly

walkedinandheadedtothehousethenswallowed

beforeknocking.Ittookherafewsecondstofinally

doit...

Nyasha:(opened)comein

Sheshowedherthewayinasherheartracedmore



lockingeyeswithLucaswhoquicklylookedaway

stillshakinghishead...

Nale:(softly)imsosorryforthrowingmyselfat

yourdoorsteplikethisbutihadnowhereelsetogo

Lucas:soyousawa"guesthouse"boardoutside?

Lovemore:Lucas

Lucas:nodadthiswomanhasnoplaceinthis

house

Lovemore:Lucaspleasecalmdown.Pleasehavea

seatwewerejustabouttoeat.Nyashagraban

extraplate

Lucas:excuseme?Soyouaregoingtoofferhera

seatonthistable?Wowdad,justwow

Lovemore:Lucasiknowthisishardforyoubutcan

youpleasecalmdown

Lucas:(stoodup)imhonestlydisappointedinyou

dad.Thiswitchwatchedyoubeliedtoforyearsand

youofferheraseatonyourtablejustbecauseshe

comescrawlingback?Ohpleaseohplease(he



stormedofftothebedroom)

Lovemore:Lucascanyoulistentome(hesaid

followinghim)

Lucas:leavemealone

Lovemore:timeandlifewaitsfornomanLucas

Lucas:(turned)sothatmeansishouldlookpast

everythingandforgivethatwoman!?Thatwitch!?

Lovemore:iknowitshardLucasbutatleasttry

listentoher

Lucas:justlikeherconnivingfriendshe'shereto

milkus

Lovemore:(annoyed)she'syourmotherdammit!

Lucas:idon'thaveamother!

Hesaidgoingintohisbedroomandslammedthe

doorlockingitwhiletheladiesdownstairsjumped

startled.Lovemoresighedandwentbackdown

shakinghishead...



Lovemore:imsosorryforthat

Nale:(swallowedlookingdown)it'sokiguessi

shouldgetgoing

Lovemore:whereareyougoingtogo?

Lucas:(cameout)tothegutterwhereshebelongs.

Wheredidsheevengetakidney?Huh?Didshe

stealit?Whodidshekilltogetthatkidney!?

Lovemore:Lucasjustshutup!(Hewentbackinthe

roomandslammedthedooragain)idareyouto...

Chioma:okLovemorecalmdown

Lovemore:noChiomathisboyneedstobehave

whatkindofbehaviouristhis?

Nale:that'swhyithinkit'sbestifileft

Lovemore:youarenotgoinganywhereNale.We

haveenoughroominhere.Nyashashowhertoa

sparebedroomandrunherabath.Areyoutaking

anypills?

Nale:yesiam

Lovemore:wewillkeepyourfoodwarmforyou.



Youwilleatafterfresheningup.Nyasha

Nyasha:yesdad.Pleasefollowme

Shepressedherlipstogetherandstoodup

followingNyashatothesparebedroomwhile

Chiomasatbackandsquinthereyeslookingat

her...

Lovemore:areyouok?

Chioma:yeahbutimworriedaboutyou.Whendid

youbecomethisangryperson?

Lovemore:iunderstandLucas'sangerbuthe

shouldn'tbedisrespectfullikethisChiomahe'sstill

achildheneedstolearntolisten

Chioma:areyousureaboutwhatyouaredoing?

Lovemore:whatareyoutryingtosay?

Chioma:whatifyouarepushingyoursonaway?

Lovemore:LucasisjustangryChiomahewillcome

around.ImeanNaleisdoingallshecantoturnher



lifearoundshetestifiedagainstPreciousandRona

earlier

Chioma:ohsothatmakesherasaintallofa

sudden?

Lovemore:ineversaidthat

Chioma:whatareyou...(sighed)youknowwhat

nevermindlet'stalkaboutsomethingelse

Lovemore:nolet'stalkaboutthis,soyouthinkim

wrongforaccommodatingthemotherofmychild?

Chioma:(squinthereyes)youknowwhatithinki

shouldgetgoing

Lovemore:what?

Chioma:youremotionsareallovertheplaceidon't

wantyoutostartsayingthewrongthingsandmost

impotantlyidon'twanttogetbetweenyouandthe

motherofyourchild(shesaidstandingup)

Lovemore:(sighed)Chiomaimsorry

Chioma:goodnightLovemore

Lovemore:comeonChii...



Nyasha:youareleavingalready?

Chioma:(smiled)yesbabyihaveanemergency

backhomeoneofthetapsisleaking

Nyasha:ohsorryaboutthataunty

Chioma:itsok.Seeyousoonmylove.Goodnight

Lovemore

Lovemore:letmewalkyouout

Chioma:thankyoubutimok.WarmNale'sfood

ShesmiledrubbinghisarmandleftwhileNyasha

squinthereyeswonderingwhatwasgoingon...

Nyasha:iseverythingokdad?

Lovemore:yesNyashajustsitdownandeat

Nyasha:o-kay

Shepulledoutherchairandcontinuedtoeatwhile

Naletookabathinthesparebedroom.



AtJoshua'shouse...

Mayasighedswitchingofftheengineofthecarin

thegarage.Shecouldheareveryone'slaughinthe

houseasshesmiledandtookherbags.Herphone

rangasshefrownedlookingatthedoctor'snumber

andpickedup...

Maya:goodeveningdocithoughtthebloodresults

weregoingtobereadytomorrow

Dr:iaskedthemtomakethemapriority

Maya:ohoksowhat'sgoingonwithme?

Dr:welleverythingisingoodshapeMsMoeti.You

arepregnant

Maya:(smiledshocked)what!?(Clearedherthroat)

areyousuredoctor?

Dr:hundredpercentsureMsMoetievenyoururine

testshowsthataswell.Youaretwoweeks



pregnant

Maya:ohokthankyousomuch

Dr:you'rewelcome.Pleasemakesuretocomefora

scantomorrowanytimeafterlunchiknockoffat

20:00pm

Maya:noproblemdoctor

Dr:seeyoutomorrowMsMoeti

Maya:haveagoodeveningdoc(shesmiled

hangingup)what?Impregnant?

Shesaidtouchingherbellyandlaughedalone

coveringhermouth...

Maya:ohwow

LATERTHATEVENING

AttheDuncan's...



Applefinisheddoingherhomeworkandputher

booksawaygoingtothebathroom.Shecouldn't

stopthinkingofhowawfullyquiethermotherwas

duringdinneranddecidedtogotoherroom.She

stoppedbythedoorbeforeknockingassheheard

somesniffing.Shesighedanddecidedtoknock...

Apple:maareyouok?

Lorna:huh?Ohyesimokmylovewhat'sgoingon?

ShequicklysaidputtingdownApple'spictureand

wipedherface...

Apple:canicomein?

Lorna:(checkedherfaceagain)yeahsure

Apple:what'sgoingon?

Lorna:(smiled)whatareyoutalkingaboutnana?



Apple:youhavebeencryingmama.Comeontalkto

me

Lorna:imokAppledon'tstressaboutmeimjust

tryingtodealwithourseparation

Apple:areyousuremom?

Lorna:yesloveiam

Apple:imyourdaughtermomiknowyouhavelong

dealtwiththis.What'sgoingonandpleasedon'tlie

tomebecauserightnowyouaredoingexactlythat

Lorna:(sighedblinking)isitthatobvious?(Apple

noddedasshestoodupandexhaled)Appleilove

youandiloveyousomuch

Apple:iknowmom

Lorna:andiwouldnevertradeyouforanythingin

thisworld

Apple:momyouarescaringme

Lorna:(sniffedpinchinghereyes)Heroldisyour

fatherApple

Apple:(sneered)what?Ithoughtyoudidn'tknow



whomyparentswere

Lorna:yesthatwasuntilHeroldreceivedatextfrom

hisex'ssisterof18yearsagotellinghimthatthey

haveadaughter

Apple:oh?

Lorna:yesapparentlythat'swhattheextoldthe

sisterpriortoherdeath

Apple:oh

Lorna:yessoHerolddecidedtogototheSOSandi

askedmetogowithhimandthat'swhenwe

discoveredthatthechildisactuallyyou

Apple:(putherhandsonthebedandslightlyleaned

back)how?

Lorna:yourbirthdate

Apple:(sneered)reallymom?

Lorna:yesApplereally

Apple:whatifishareabirthdatewiththechildwho

thatwomantookthere?Haveyoueverthought

aboutthatpossibilityatleast?



Lorna:(frowned)oh

Apple:exactly

Lorna:butstillthesamedaythatchildwasadopted

isthesamedayyouwereadopted

Apple:(frowned)oh

Lorna:yessothat'safarfetchedpossibility

Apple:hmm(chuckled)nomomimgoingtoneed

morethanthat

Lorna:whatmoredoyouneed?

Apple:DNAtestsmaybe,meetthefamilyandseeif

ihavethesamefeaturesasthemoratleastmy

"supposed"mother

Lorna:stopbeingindenialApple

Apple:noyouneedtostopworryingyourselfmama

(chuckled)ican'tbelieveyouarecryingoverthis

andagainsowhathe'smydad?

Lorna:bathongApple

Apple:notmeaningitinabadwaybutihavea

familynow.Waithaveyoueverthoughtthatmaybe



thismanhasbeenfollowingyouaroundandthis

wholemessagesthingisjustacoverup?

Lorna:comeonAppleHeroldisnotthatkindofman

Apple:ohreally?Howlonghaveyouknownhim?A

fewdays?Imeanyoubumpintosomeonebythe

trafficlightsandboomhehasachildwhowas

adopted18yearsagocomeonma.Mybirthdayis

comingupsoonthat'swhatyoushouldworryabout

goodnight

Shesaidleavingandlaughedshakingherhead

whileLornafrownedconfused...

Lorna:thischild?Didsheevenhearme?

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtJoshua'shouse...



MayahummeddoinghermakeupwhileJoshuasat

onthebedapplyinglotiononhislegs...

Joshua:someoneisinagoodmoodtoday

Maya:(smiled)whenyouareGod'sfavoritechild

youareboundtoalwaysbeinagoodmood

Joshua:ohreallynow?Doyoumindsharing?

Maya:(smiledlookingathimthroughthemirror)so

whatwouldyoudoifonedayyouwokeandfound

outthatiwaspregnant?

Joshua:(stoppedwhathewasdoingandsmiled)

what!?

Maya:(laughed)youshouldseeyourface,just

answerthequestionlove

Joshua:areyoukiddingmeiwouldbethehappiest

manintheentireworld

Maya:wellthenyoushouldbe

Joshua:(frownedconfused)what?

Maya:(turnedsmiling)wearebakingmylove



Joshua:what!?

Maya:yesbabeimpreg...

Joshua:ohwow!Yes!

Hejumpedinjoyandliftedherupscreamingyesat

thetopofhisvoicewhileMayalaughed...

Maya:putmedownyouaresqueezingme

Joshua:ohmywordsorrysorrylove.Areyoubeing

seriousrightnow?

Maya:yesbabethedoctortoldmelastnight

Joshua:likeishesure?

Maya:lovethetestssaysoimgoingforascanlater

today

Joshua:ohimcomingwithyou

Hewentonhiskneesandkissedherstomach...



Joshua:ohheytherelittlechamp

Maya:(laughed)ohnoitsagirl

Joshua:ohwhateveraslongasit'sahumanbeing.

Heytherelittleprincessorwhateveryouare(Maya

laughed)daddycan'twaittomeetyou,youneedto

bequick,waitwhatifit'sfourofthemimeanishoot

strongbulletsbaby

Maya:ohmygodstopbeingsilly

Theylaughedashestoodupandkissedher...

Joshua:thankyousomuchlove

Maya:wearenottellinganyoneuntilimdonewith

thefirsttrimester

Joshua:butbabe...

Maya:nonohoneythisshouldbeourlittlesecret

Joshua:okoklovemylipsaresealed

Keneilwe:(knocked)iseverythingokweheard



somescreaming

Joshua:ohyesmacanyoubelieveitMayais...

Maya:goingforanimportantmeetingtodaythat

willpavemywayintopolitics

Joshua:oh,ohyesma

Keneilwe:ohthat'samazing.Ihopeyoudowellmy

lovefoodisreadyhurryupandfinish

Both:okma(sheleftasMayaslappedJoshua)

Joshua:ouch

Maya:mylipsaresealedmylipsaresealed

Joshua:sorrybabeimjustoverexcitedbutiwill

holdmyself

Maya:youbetteryousillyboy

Theylaughedandfinishedupthenjoinedeveryone

downstairs.

AttheKavimba's...



Lucasmadehiswaydownstairsandfrownedtothe

smelloffoodcomingfromthekitchen...

Lucas:ifyouthinkyoucookingisgoingtomakeme

forgiveyouforbringingthatwomanintoourhome

thenyoubetterthinkaga...oh(hestoppedseeing

Nale)

Nale:(smiled)goodmorning

Lucas:whatareyoudoinginourkitchen?

Nale:ithoughtmaybeicould...

Lucas:couldwhat?Killus?Didyourwitchfriend

sendyoutokillus?(Shouted)Dad!

Nale:nonoLucasthat'snotwhati...

Lucas:Lovemore!

Lovemore:whatisitLucas...ohgoodmorning

Nale:goodmorningMrKavimbaimsorryfor...

Lucas:justsaveit.Doyouseewhatyouhavedone?



Nowsheisgoingtopoisonus

Lovemore:(sighed)reallyLucas?

Lucas:andhe'sgoingtotakemeforabluffit'sok

goahead,goaheadandnestyetanothersnakeim

notgoingtocalldeathwhileit'smilesaway

Lovemore:Lucascanyoupleasestopit

Lucas:(checkedhiswallet)goodenoughforataxi

Lovemore:what?

Lucas:imofftoschoolimnotgoingtodinewith

thissnake.Ifyouarereadytodiegoaheadandeat

herfood

Lovemore:comeonnowLucasthat'snotfair

Lucas:youwannatalkfair?Unfairiswhenyou

knowthatimyourchildandyoustillmademe

believeiwasPrecious'schild.Unfairiswhenyou

cometosomeoneyouraped'shouseandpretend

asifnothinghappened.That'sevenbeyond

unfairnessit'stotalsaucery.ShameonyouNale

shameonyou!



HeclickedhistongueleavingwhileLovemore

shookhishead...

Lovemore:atleasttakeyourlunchboxthen

Lucas:shedefinitelyhastemperedwithitihave

enoughmoneytobuysomethingatthetuckshop!

Hesaidslammingthedooronhiswayoutwhile

Lovemoresighed.Naleturnedandsniffedpinching

hereyes...

Lovemore:heyheycomeonnowdon'tcry

Nale:(sniffed)imsosorry

Lovemore:hisemotionsarestillhighnowhewill

comearoundipromiseyou

Nale:alliwanttodoismakeupforthewrongidid

(burstintotears)imsosorryLovemore

Lovemore:ssshit'sokiwillmakesuretotalktohim

justknowthatyouarewelcometostayhereforas



longasyouwant

Hesaidhuggingherandrubbedherbackwhile

Nyashafrownedandlookedonwithherlips

curved...

Nyasha:what'sgoingon?

Lovemore:(letgoofher)goodmorningangel

Nale:excuseme(shesniffedgoingtothebedroom)

Nyasha:whatareyoudoingdad?

Lovemore:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nyasha:whyareyouhugginganotherwoman?

Lovemore:Lucaswasshoutingatherandshecried

soiwascalmingherdown.Waityoudon'tthinki

was...(scoffed)comeonNyashareally?

Nyasha:yesdadreally,howaboutgivinghera

bottleofwaterinsteadofahugatleast?

Lovemore:okimgoingtofinishgettingreadyimnot



upforanotherlecture

HesaidgoingbackupwhileNyashascoffed

shakingherhead.Shesmelledthefoodwithher

lipscurvedandlookedbackatwheretheywere

standing.

InCourt...

Judge:youallmaybeseated(theydid)MrsTaolo

Alexander:(stoodup)thankyoumylady.Asstated

onthewitnesslistwearesupposedtohaveanother

onetodaybutunfortunatelysheisrunninglateso

myladyiwasrequestingweputMsRonaMoetion

thestandnow

Judge:MrsTaolothisisacourtroomnotafreedom

squarewhereyoudoasyoulike

Rona:exactlyandagainwho'sthatwitness?

Judge:hasanyoneaskedyouforyouropinion?



(Shekeptquiet)youneedtokeepyourtongueona

leash.MrsTaolothisshouldbethelasttimethis

happens.Forthesakeoftimeandeveryone's

scheduleiwillallowit

Alexander:(smiled)thankyousomuchmylady.

TheoutcomesfromMsMoeti'scrossexaminewill

alsodeterminewetherweshouldhavethatwitness

onthestandornot

Judge:youmayproceed

Alexander:thankyou.MsRonaMoetikindlymake

yourwaytothestandplease

ShesaidwithasmilewhileRonastoodupand

swallowedfixingherskirt...

Rona:(muttered)bloodywitch

ShesaidlookingatGlidiawhosmiledandwinkedat

her.Glidiatookoutherphoneandsentatext...



Glidia:thejudgehasgiventhelawyerthegreenlight

makesureyouguysarehereinafewminutesthen

waitformysignal.

^

^

^

^

^
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Atschool...

SaintwalkedwithhisfriendandsawApplesitting

ononeofthebenchesalone...



Saint:iwillfindyouinclassbuddyletmetalktomy

sisterforabit

Thefriendcontinuedofftotheirclassroomwhilehe

wenttoApple.Hesatinfrontofherbutshedidn't

evenblinkwithherfoodboxinfrontofher...

Saint:soyouaregoingtoletflieshaveyourfood

instead?

Apple:(snappedoutofit)what?

Saint:areyouok?

Apple:yeswhy?

Saint:nomanyouseemabitbothered.Youwere

alsoquietonourwaytoschool

Apple:imokSaintit'sjustoneofthosedays.You

knowweareabouttowriteourexamssoit'sabit

hectic

Saint:youareneverbotheredaboutexamsApple

Apple:wellthistimearoundiam



Saint:iknowyouApplewhat'sgoingon?

Apple:Saintisaidimfinecanyoujustleaveme

alone?Youwantthefood?

Saint:ofcoursenotijusthadmineao

Apple:thenstopbotheringme

Saint:sowearegoingtokeepthingsfromone

anothernow?

Apple:Saintisaidleavemealone

Saint:noAppleisitaboutmomanddad?(She

sighed)isitaboutme?ComeonAppletalktome,

mytherapistsaidthatthebestmedicationto

mentalhealthistalkingyourissuesoutsoplease

talktomesisidon'tlikeseeingyoulikethis

Apple:(sighed)okSaintyoh

Saint:good

Apple:ihadachatwithmomlastnightafterdinner

Saint:ok?

Apple:itlookslikeHeroldismyfather



Saint:(slouched)oh

Apple:yeah

Saint:howdidyouortheygettofindthatout?

Apple:apparentlybeforemy"mother"passedon

shetoldhersistertotellHeroldaboutthedaughter

theyhadwhoshehadgivenupforadoption.Mom

andHeroldwentuptotheadoptioncentreand

foundoutthatthechildwhowasadoptedbymom

anddadwasHerold's

Saint:howsurearethey?

Apple:samebirthdate

Saint:ohokandhowdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Apple:ihonestlydon'tknow.Itriedsohardtobe

indenialandbringupalotofexcusestowhythere

arechancesitcouldn'tbemebutdeepdowniknow

it'smebecausetherewasininstantconnection

withthismanthefirstdayimethim

Saint:whywouldyoudothat?

Apple:whatifHeroldwantstotakemeawayfrom

myparents?



Saint:youareoldenoughtodecidewhoyouwant

tobewith?

Apple:whatifhe'sagoodparentandifallinlove

withhim?Idon'twanttobreakmyparent'shearts

Saint,idon'twantto...

Sheswallowedasemotionsgotthebetterofheras

shetookherbooksandfoodleavingSaintthere...

Saint:(sighed)atleastyouhaveaparentwho

wantstobeinyourlifesomeofusourbiological

parentswantnothingtodowithus

Hesaidheadingtohisclassaswell.

Incourt...

Ronatookherseatinthewitnessboxasthebaillif

broughtthebible...



Keneilwe:(muttered)iwishthatbiblecouldburnher

Man:pleaseputyourrighthandonthebibleand

raiseyourleft(sheswallowedanddid)iRonaMoeti

sweartotellthetruth,thewholetruthandnothing

butthetruth,sohelpyouGod"

Rona:(softly)ido

Judge:wedidn'thearthat

Rona:thenhowdidyouhearthatiwassaying

something?

Thejudgegaveherasternlookassheclearedher

throat...

Rona:(loudly)ido!

Sherolledhereyesafterwhileeveryoneshooktheir

heads...



Judge:youmayproceedMrsTaoloasforyouRona

yourmelodramaticanticswon'thelpyou

Alexander:thankyoumylady.GoodmorningMs

Moeti

Rona:mhem

Alexander:canyoukindlyrespondlikeahuman

being

Rona:whatareyoutryingtosay?Thatimananimal?

Alexander:MsMoetithisisacourtroomnotatv

showset.Theremightbecamerasbutwearenot

shootingatelenovelasceneheresopleasebe

seriousorelseyouwillfacethelaw

Rona:aren'tialready?

Judge:MsMoeti

Rona:yohbathongmadumegajeweaobutanyway

goodmorningtoyoutoo(sherolledhereyes)

Alexander:(scoffed)MsMoetihowwasyourlife

whengrowingup?



Rona:areweinahistorylessonnow?

Judge:MsMoetiyoubetteranswerthequestions

asked

Rona:mylifewasok

Alexander:pleaseexplain"ok"tothecourt

Rona:ihadwhatineeded

Alexander:wereyouclosetoyourparents?

Rona:mymotheryes

Alexander:didsheteachyoueverythingabout

womanhood?

Rona:ofcourseisn'tthataresponsibilityforevery

parent?

Alexander:isthereanythingelseshetaughtyou

besidestheordinary?

Rona:whatareyoutryingtosay?

Alexander:MsMoetianswerthequestionplease

Rona:imnotgoingtosithereandallowyouinsult

mymother'sparentingskills.Justlikeanymother



shegavemethelifeideservedwhatdoyoumean

isthereanyotherthingshetaughtme?Youare

gettingwaytoofamiliarwithmenow

Alexander:(muttered)thisisgoingtobeaverylong

morning.(Sighed)AnywayMsMoetihowwasyour

relationshipwithyoursiblings

Rona:itwasasiblingsrelationship

Alexander:andwhat'sthat?

Rona:soiguessyoudon'thavesiblings

Judge:Ronaanswerthequestion

Rona:noisthissomekindofakidsplayorwhat?

Oursiblingrelationshipwasasiblingrelationship

finishandklaar(Keneilweshookherhead)

Alexander:(sighedcalmingherself)didyouever

fightwiththem?

Rona:mmacanyougetseriouswithyourjoband

askproperquestionsstopwastingourtimeplease.

Wheredidyougetyourdegree?Atrainingcollege

maybe?

Alexander:(chuckled)ohwow.OkMsMoetisince



youwantmetoaskyouproperquestions(saton

theedgeofthedesk)kindlyenlightenuswhyand

howyoustolethemoneyfromchurch

Rona:(clearedherthroatpouting)canipleasehave

somewater

AtChioma'shouse...

Abiolacamedownstairsandfrownedseeing

Chiomaandheadedtothekitchen...

Abiola:you'restillhere?(Shegotnoresponseand

bangedthekitchencounter)hey!

Chioma:(startled)Abi!Gosh,noman

Abiola:what'sgoingonwithyou?Whyareyoustill

homeareyounotsupposedtobeattheoffice?

Chioma:imworkingfromhomeareyounot

supposedtobeatwork?

Abiola:noimgettingreadytogobacktoLondon



Chioma:ohsosoon?Whataboutyournew

friendship?

Abiola:yessosoonloveihaveacompanytorun

thererememberandhe'sgoingwithme

Chioma:ohokyouwillbecomingforthewedding

right?

Abiola:ofcourse

Chioma:awesome.YouaresureKelechiisready?

Abiola:ihavebeentrainingherforyearssoshe's

ready

Chioma:ok

Abiola:sowhat'sbotheringyou?

Chioma:whatareyouonabout?

Abiola:youweremilesawaywhenicamedown

Chioma:(exhaled)idon'tknowwhattocallitbut

Lovemoreandihadalittledriftyesterday

Abiola:about?

Chioma:hisbabymamacamelastnight



Abiola:asinTshepo'sexwife?

Chioma:yeah

Abiola:ohand?

Chioma:LucaswasnothavingitandLovemorewas

madathimitriedtointervenebutweendedupkind

ofarguing

Abiola:ohhewasprotectingher?

Chioma:notreallybuthewastryingtogetLucasto

showsomecompassion

Abiola:wouldyouafterlearningthatapersonwho

wassupposedtoprotectyouliedtoyouforso

manyyears?

Chioma:that'swhyitriedtogetLovemoreto

understandwhereLucaswascomingfrom

Abiola:okbuthowdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Chioma:whatdoyoumean?

Abiola:doyoufeelthreatenedaboutherpresence?

Chioma:(sighed)kindof.Imeanthesepeopleshare

achildandwhatifLucascalmsdownandwantsto



gettoknowher?ThatmeansLovemorewillhaveto

beinthepictureaswellandwherewouldChioma

bethen?Thereinthebackground

Abiola:(laughed)areyoubeingseriousrightnow

Chi?

Chioma:yesAbiimscared

Abiola:doyoureallythinkLovemorewoulddothat

toyou?(Shesighed)thismanlovesyouChioma

andsowhattheyhaveachildtogether?Themore

youbecomejealoustheclosertheywillget.Again

wearetalkingaboutsomeonewhodidLovemore

badwhywouldhefallforsuchaperson?Comeon

Chiyouarebetterthanthat

Chioma:soyouthingimoverthinkingthings?

Abiola:yougotyouranswer.Loosenupmanyoh

themanisyourshowdoesthedestiny'schildsong

goagain?"Theboyismiiiiine"

Theylaughed.



Backincourt...

Sheslowlydrankherwaterwhileeveryonewatched

her...

Judge:Ronawedon'thavealldayhere

Rona:youreallyaregoingtodectatehowishould

drinkmywater?

Thejudgesighedshakingherheadandwaitedas

shefinished...

Rona:done,areyouhappynow?

Alexander:goodnowpleaseenlightenthecourt

Rona:ididn'tstealthemoneyiborrowedit

Alexander:ohreallydidyoureturnit?

Rona:iwasgoingto

Alexander:when?



Rona:assoonasihadmoney

Alexander:youhadadaughterwhowasmarriedto

asuccessfulmanwhydidyounotaskhertohelp

youreturnit?Ohwaitwasitbecauseshewasinon

theschemeaswell?

Rona:look,allofusleaddifferentlivesok,just

becauseyouareabletomilkyourchildofftheir

moneydoesn'tmeanimcapableofsuch

Alexander:MsMoetiwhatdidyoudowiththe

money?

Rona:ihadbillstotakecareof

Alexander:didyoutellanyoneatchurchthatyou

borrowedthemoney?

Rona:no

Alexander:why?

Rona:becauseiwasgoingtoreturnit

Alexander:becauseyoustoleit

Rona:ididn'tstealthatmoneyAlexander

Alexander:yourworshiptoyou.Movingrightalong,



RonaMoetipleasetelluswhyyouwerearrested

Herheartskippedabeatasshefelthotflushes

comingdownonherwholebody.Sheswalloweda

hugelumpandlickherlipslookingatthejudge...

Rona:canipleasehaveanotherglassofwater

Judge:notanymoreRona.RespondtoMrsTaolo

please

AttheDuncan's...

LornaopenedforHeroldandofferedhimaseat...

Herold:howareyoudoing?

Lorna:whatdoyouthink?(Therewassilence)okim

sorry.Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?

Herold:noimgoodijusthadcoffee



Lorna:ok(exhaled)ihavespokentoApple

Herold:ok,and?

Lorna:idon'tknow,herreactionconfusedme

Herold:how?

Lorna:idon'tknowifshewasindenialorwhatbut

shekeptbringingupexcusestobelievethatitcan't

beher

Herold:soshedoesn'tbelievethatit'sher

Lorna:ibelieveso.Shesaysshewantssomething

moreconcretethanabirthdate

Herold:whatdoesshewant?

Lorna:DNAtestsortomeetupwiththefamilyof

thiswoman

Herold:wecandoboth

Lorna:butweknowthatit'sher

Herold:yesbutsheneedsmoreproof

Lorna:(sighed)imhonestlyscaredHerold

Herold:don'tbeLornanooneisgoingtotakeApple



fromyou.Youarehermotherandirespectthat

(tookherhand)alliwantistogettoknowherbetter

onceshebelievesthatimherfather

Lorna:imnotworriedaboutAppleonly,Saintalso

worriesme

Herold:whatabouthim?

Lorna:hisbiologicalmotherwantsnothingtodo

withhim.Sheliterallydumpedhimsowhatifthis

makeshimjealousandhegoesbacktohisways

andtriestohurtApple?

Herold:thenwearenotgoingtoexcludehimLorna,

wearenotgoingtomakehimfeellikeanoutsider.

Lorna:butgettingtoknowApplerequiresyou

spendingtimewithher

Herold:iwillspendtimewiththebothofthem

Lorna.Stopworryingyourself

Lorna:butHerold...

Herold:nomanjustcomehereandcalmdown



Hehuggedherasshesighedshakingherhead...

Lorna:thelastthingiwantisformykidstohurt

eachother

Herold:trustmetheywon't

Backincourt...

Alexander:wearewaitingMsMoeti

Rona:iwasfoundinacave

Alexander:where?

Rona:Molepolole

Alexander:whatwereyoudoinginthatcave?

Rona:sightseeing

Alexander:inacave?

Rona:isaidatacave

Alexander:yousaid"in"acaveMsMoetithewhole



courtcapturedthatorimiwrongclerk?

Lady:noyouarenot

Alexander:exactly.SoMsMoetihowareyousight

seeinginacavewhichisdarkinside?

Rona:mmawhenyouaresightseeingyoumake

sureyouseeeverythingthat'sthere

Alexander:oh?Okthenhowdidyouknowthatthe

rockyoumovedcouldmove?(Shekeptquiet)Rona

answerthequestion

Rona:itookmychances

Alexander:ormaybewasbecauseyouactually

knewitcouldmoveandthattherewasahuman

beingyoukeptthere

Rona:no

Alexander:whydidyoukillyoursisterRona?

Rona:(heartracing)imnotfeelingokcaniplease

haveaglassofwater

Judge:RonaMoetianswerthequestion

Alexander:youkilledhertomakesureyougetaway



withthehostageright?Youkilledhertomakesure

thatyougainfromherdeathimiwrong?MsMoeti

youkilledyoursister'stwinsistertobeableto

confuseMayaandTitusmoreforyoutogetaway

withyourdarkwaysimiwrongRonaMoeti?

(Loudly)imiwrong!?

Rona:(breathingheavily)imnotokpleasecallfor

medicalhelp(Glidiasmiledandmadeherwayout)

Alexander:wearenotgoingtositforyourtactics

thistimearoundRonaMoeti.YouknewKeneilwe

wasinthatcaveyoukepthertheretouseherfor

yourwitchcraftandwhenyourealisedthatthey

mighthavefoundoutwhereshewasyoutriedtogo

andmoveherbutguesswhatitwastoolatehence

youfoundeveryonebehindthatrockthetimeyou

movedit.ImiwrongRonaMoeti!?

Rona:(breathingheavilyholdingherchest)imnot

feelingok

Alexander:RonaMoetididyouordidyounotsteal

themoneyfromyourchurch?

Rona:(stillbreathingheavily)isaidno!



Alexander:lies!Youstolethatmoneytofendfor

yourselfandyourdaughterwehavealltheproof

andyourdaughterconfessedit.TellthetruthRona!

Rona:imnotokplease!

Alexander:savethatforsomeonewhocares.Rona

Moetididyouordidyounotkillyoursisterandheld

anotherhostageinacavefeedingherrawliver!

Woman:yesshedid

EveryoneturnedtothedooranditwasRona'sold

friendwithGlidiapushingherinonherwheelchair...

Woman:everythingthatRonahasdoneican

confirm.Ievenhavealetterhermotherleftherwith

mewhichconfirmseverythinghere

Ronashookherheadandtookadeepbreaththen

meltedontheseataseveryonegaspedinshock...



Judge:don'tjuststandtherecallformedicalhelp!

Alexander:noshe'sjustbeingdramatic.Rona?

Shesaidgoingtoherwhilethebaillifcalledfor

medicalhelp.Shekneltdownandcheckedher

pulsethenfrowned...

Judge:and?

Alexander:let'swaitformedicalhelp

Sheclearedherthroatandmovedaway.

^

^

^

^

^
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Everyonekeptcheckingifshewasgoingtogetup

butshejustlaidthereunresponsive...

Joshua:whyarethemedicstakingsolong?

Maya:whydoyoucare?

Joshua:babe

Maya:thiswomanhasmademylifealivinghell

Joshua:iknowbutyoudon'tsaysuchthings

Maya:imsorrybutRonadoesn'tdeserveanypity

mylove

Joshua:(sighed)ma?

Glidia:yesson?

Joshua:whathaveyoudone?

Glidia:whathadtobedone



Joshua:didyougetthewatertamperedwith?

Glidia:excuseme?WhatdoyoutakemeforJoshua?

Imnotawitchandmostcertainlyiwouldneverhurt

anotherhumanbeinginthatmanner

Joshua:MrsTaolo

Alexander:MrKgang?

Joshua:wereyouinonthis?

Alexander:inonwhat?Ihavebeendoingmyjob

Maya:Joshuawhyareyousobothered?

Joshua:ijustwanttoknowwhatishappening

Maya:Ronafaintedthat'sall.Shecouldn'ttakethe

heatsoshefainted

Asshesaidthemedicalteamcamerunninginwith

astretcheraspeoplemadewayforthem.Reporters

kepttakingphotoswhiletheteamattendedto

Rona...



Medic:stethoscope

Theygaveittohimashecheckedthepulseratebut

therewasnone.Hecheckedtheheartbeatand

therewasnone.Heclearedhisthroatandtookan

ophthalmoscopeandcheckedtheeyes...

Judge:areyouwinning?

Medic:(checkedthetime)timeofdeath11:45

All:what!?

Medic:imsorrysheisnomorewearegoingtohave

totakehertothehospitaltohavethedoctor'sfinal

sayandhaveanautopsydone

Joshua:areyouguyssure?

Medic:yessirwehavenopulsenorheartbeatand

hereyesshownolife.Pleasemakeway

Theyputherbodyonthestretcherandmadetheir

wayoutwhileotherpeoplelookedonshocked...



Lady:thishasneverhappened

Precious:wellthisiswhathappenswhenyouhave

putalotofinnocentsoulsthroughpainandmisery.

Shedeservesit

Judge:ordereveryone,order!(Shesaidhittingthe

gavel)

Alexander:myladywhathappensnowthatoneof

theaccusedhasdiedonthestand?

Judge:wearegoingtowaittohearfromthedoctor

firstthenwewillknowwhathappensmoving

forward.Allnecessaryinformationwillbe

communicatedoncethehospitalhascontactedthe

court(shehitthegavel)

Officer:allrise!

Theyalldidandassoonassheclosedthedoor

behindhertheystartedtalkingagain...



Joshua:what!?

Maya:thisishonestlyashocker

Glidia:whenGodpunisheshemakessurethis

shouldbealessontoallofyou.Nomatterhowhard

lifegetsneverthinkoftakingshortcutsbecause

thatleadstowhatjusthappensyouwilldiean

unexpecteddeath.ThankyousomuchMrsTaolo

Alexander:iwouldn'thavebeenabletodoallthis

withoutyourhelpMrsKgangthankyousomuch

Glidia:thepleasureisallmine

Keneilwe:iknowthismightbeabitinsensitivebuti

feelliketherightjusticehasbeenserved

Maya:insensitiveforwho?Thiswomanhadno

mercyonusmomnoneofusisimmortal

Joshua:(scoffedshakinghishead)let'sgetgoing

butwho'sgoingtoburyher?

Maya:isureknowit'snotme

Keneilwe:idon'tknowhereither

Glidia:she'sgovernmentpropertyletthemtakecare



ofher

Joshua:youguysareruthless

TheylaughedmakingtheirwayoutwhilePrecious

scoffedfollowingtheguardout...

Precious:yeahRonaMoeti,ihopeyouarereally

deadandarealreadyburninginhell.Ipraythedevil

cutsyoursoulintotinypieceseverydayandfeeds

hisangels.

Sheclickedhertonguewhiletheofficerescorting

hershookhishead.

AttheKavimba's...

Chiomastoppedhercarinfrontofthegateand

sighedsittingback.Shesatthereforafewseconds

anddecidedtoringthebell...



Nale:Kavimbahouseholdhello?

Chioma:goodday.ThisisMrKavimba'sfriendcan

youkindlyopenup

Nale:unfortunatelyMrKavimbaisnotaround

Chioma:imawareofthatimactuallyheretosee

you.Itstheladyyoufoundwhenyoucamelast

night

Nale:ohok.Justasecond

SheputtheearpiecedownandopenedasChioma

drovein.Inalongdressandsandalsshegotoffher

carasNalecurvedherlipslookingather.Shewas

abeautifulwoman...

Nale:comein

Chioma:thankyou.Maywehaveaseat?

Nale:noproblem



Chioma:howareyoufeeling?

Nale:iwillbefine

Chioma:that'sgood.Howwasyournight?

Nale:okthanks

Chioma:howwerethingswithLucasthismorning

Nale:idon'tthinkit'sanyofyourconcern

Chioma:wellitkindofis.Lucasislikeasontome

Nale:nohe'smineandLovemore's

Chioma:correctionMrKavimbatoyou

Nale:lookidon'tmeantoberudebutwhyareyou

here?

Chioma:ihonestlyhatedoingthisbuticansee

rightthroughyouandifyouthinkyouaregoingto

succeedthenyouhavegotitallwrong

Nale:idon'tunderstand

Chioma:youarenotbeinggenuineNaleKamodi

Nale:(clearedherthroat)idon'tunderstandwhat

youaretryingtoinsinuate



Chioma:youarejustherebecauseyouhaveno

whereelsetogoandistryingtouseLucasasyour

nextbigmealticket

Nale:whydoisensethatyouarejealous?

Chioma:jealousofwhatexactly?

Nale:thatmaybeiwanttotakeyourboyfriendfrom

you.LookheremyladyLovemoreisthefatherof

mychildandLucasismychildandimheretodo

everythingicantomakesurethatifixallmy

wrongs

Chioma:let'sstartoffbyyouactuallymeaning

thosewords.Youhaven'tchangedNalestopwith

themindgames

Nale:ithinkyoushouldgo

Chioma:ohiwillbutjustknowthatiwilldo

anythingandeverythingtoprotectthosethatilove.

IfyouthinkthoselittletricksthatPrecioustaught

youaregoingtoworkthenyoubetterthinkagain

becauseChiomaAdioleneverfightsalosingbattle

anditwouldreallybeashameforyoutothinkyou

haveanychanceatwinningunlessyouturnanew



leaf.Thinkaboutthat

ShesaidwaltzingherwayoutasNaleswallowed

blinking.Chiomaopenedthegateforherselfand

droveoutasNalecloseditandwalkedaround

thinking...

Nale:ibelonghereandimgoingtomakesurethati

fightformyspotinthishouse.Iwillshowyouwhat

imcapableof

Sheclickedhertongue.

AttheDuncan's...

ThegateopenedasLornafrownedcheckingwhoit

was...



Lorna:thekidsdriver

Herold:oh?

Lorna:whattimeisit?Isn'tittooearlyforthemto

behome?

Herold:itsjustaminuteafter12

Lorna:thenwhy...ohApple

Herold:really?(Helookedout)

Lorna:what'swrongwithmybabyHerold

Shesaidrunningtothedoorandopenedforher...

Lorna:Aareyouok?

Apple:ihaveaheadac...ohwowwhatishedoing

here?

Lorna:comeonlovebenice

Apple:nowbecausehethinkshehasadaughter

herehethinkshecancomeinandoutashe

pleases



Lorna:Ahecametocheckuponme

Apple:(putherbagdown)tellmeHeroldareyou

tryingtotakemeawayfrommymother?

Herold:ofcoursenotbabyiwouldneverdosucha

thing

Apple:firstofalldon'tcallmeyourbaby.Whyare

youherethen?

Herold:ijustwanttogettoknowyou

Apple:whatifimnotinterested?

Lorna:comeonlovecanyoujustgivehimachance?

Apple:mayoubarelyknowthisman

Lorna:iknowthatbabybuthedidn'tknowabout

you

Apple:howcertainareyouaboutthatmom?

Lorna:A

Apple:forallweknowhecouldbelyingmamahe

couldbefabricatingallthosemessages

Herold:comeonApplewhywouldidosuchathing



Apple:idon'tknow,tomakeusthinkyouare

genuine.YouprobablyneverwantedmeHeroldwell

that'sifimyourdaughter.Soyouleftthepoor

womanallaloneandmiserableandshehadno

choicebuttogivemeupforadoption

Lorna:Ayouaregoingtoburstyourheadwithall

this.Heroldisyourfather.Okthenhowaboutwego

tothisfamilyandhearwhattheyhavetosay?

Apple:hehadprobablypaidthemorthreatened

themtolie

Lorna:what?NoApplecomeonwhyareyoubeing

likethis

Apple:becausemomidon'twanttoendupwith

someoneidon'tknow

Lorna:likehesaidnooneisgoingtotakeyouaway

baby

Apple:howsureareyouma?He'sthebiological

parenthehasalltherighttowanttotakemeaway

fromyou(tearsbuiltinhereyes)idon'twanttobe

awayfromyoumomidon't



Lorna:nomybabyyouarelookingintothisall

wrong.Youareanadultnowmybaby,youhavethe

righttomakethatdecisionnoonehastherightto

forceyouintoanythinganymore.AllHeroldwants

istogettoknowthechildheneverknew

Apple:(sniffed)really?

Herold:yesApplethat'salliwant

Apple:areyousureyoudidn'tknowaboutme?

Herold:yesApplewhatwouldigainfromlyingto

you?

Apple:butstilliwantproof

Herold:whateveryouwantdone

Apple:DNAtests

Herold:wecangonow

Apple:okthenletmegochangeandtakeapillall

thisgavemeaheadache

Lorna:iloveyoubaby

Apple:iloveyoumoremom



ShesniffedandheadedupwhileLornasighed

lookingather...

Lorna:she'sdefinitelyconfused

Herold:(puthisarmaroundhershoulders)she

lovesyouthatmuch

Lorna:sheneedstolearnthatimagrownwomani

cantakecareofmyself

Theychuckledandsatdownwaitingforher.

AtLucas'sschool...

Hetriedtoopenhisjuicebutitwouldn'tashe

tosseditawayfromhim...

Lucas:mxm



Sundae:(satdown)areyouokLucas?

Lucas:imfine

Sundae:noyouarenot

Lucas:Sundaeijustsaidthatimfine

Sundae:youareangryandyouaregoingtotellme

why

Lucas:haveyoueverloathedsomeoneandthey

alwaysfindtheirwaybackintoyourspace?

Sundae:okitseemstobedeep

Lucas:Preciouscan'tjustletmego,nowshehas

comeintheformofmy"biologicalmother"

Sundae:whathappened?

Lucas:sherockedupatourdoorsteplastnightand

putanallholyactandguesswhatmydadfellforit

Nyasha:andithinkyouarerightLucasbecausei

foundhercryingindad'sarmsthismorning.Mayi

sit?

Sundae:yeahsure



Lucas:yousee?There'snothinggoodaboutthat

womanshejustwantstouseustostartoverand

dadistooblindtoseeit

Nyasha:weneedtodosomethingabouther

Lucas:theonlythingweneedtodoismakesure

thatsheleavesthathouse

Sundae:butwhatifyouguysgotitallwrong?

Nyasha:ithoughtsoatfirstbutafterwhatisaw

thismorningihadtothinkagain.Ifthiswomanwas

amotherenoughshewouldhaveneverletPrecious

takeLucas,ifshelovedLucasshewouldhave

madesurethathestayedwithher.It'snotlikethere

wasartificialinseminationshesleptwithourfather,

Lucasisherblood

Lucas:exactly.She'sjustheretoexploitusandim

sonotgoingtohaveit.Dadbetterknowwhat's

comingbecauseifpushcomestoshovehe'sgoing

tohavetochoose.Iforonewantnothingtodowith

thatwoman.Sheneverwantedmewhyclaimto

wantmenow?Screwherman

Sundae:okigetthatyouareangrybutwatchyour



tongue

Lucas:sorry

Sundae:ihearyouguysandifyoudon'twant

anythingtodowithherthenfinenoonehasto

forceyoutohaveherinyourlife.Talktoyourdad

aboutitandmakeitcleartohimandNalewhatyour

decisioniswhichihopeyouwon'tregretinfuture

Lucas:regretwhat?IhaveauntyMayainmylife

Sundaethatwomanhasbeentheonlywomanwho

haslovedmelikeherown.Idon'tcareaboutNale

sheneedstogo

Nyasha:shereallyneedstogo

Sundaeopenedhisjuiceforhimandgaveittohim.

AtKavimbamotors...

Chioma:(openedthedoor)youarehonestlymaking

thebiggestmistakeofyourlifeLovemore



Lovemore:(onthephone)letmecallyouback.(He

hungup)gooddaytoyoutoolove

Chioma:thatwomanneedstoleaveyourhouseor

elseyouaregoingtoloseallyourchildren

Lovemore:what?

Chioma:there'snowayLucasisgoingtowelcome

Naleinhislifeafterwhatshedidtohim

Lovemore:isthisreallyaboutLucas?

Chioma:yeswhoelsewoulditbeabout?

Lovemore:wellwhatifithinkyoumightbejealous?

Chioma:(scoffed)excuseme?Mejealous?Over

anotherwoman?Youhavenofeelingstowardsthis

womantobeginwith.Theonlyconnectionyouhave

withherisLucaswhichshe'sstillfailingto

acknowledge

Lovemore:okhowaboutwesettlethisonceandfor

alloverdinnerlater

Chioma:finebymebutyouhavetoconvinceLucas

andohiwenttoseeherjustincaseshedecidesto

runtoyouandtrytoactallholy



Lovemore:why?

Chioma:imtiredofsnakesLovemoreandimnot

goingtoletyounestoneyetagain

Lovemore:(sighed)ok(atextreported)it'sher

Chioma:and?

Lovemore:she'saskingifwecanhaveafamily

meetingtonight

Chioma:good.YouhavetomakesurethatLucasis

there

Lovemore:pleasetalktohimforme(shegavehim

alook)he'smadatmeChihewon'tevenhearme

outsoifeellikeifit'syouaskinghimtocalmabit

downhewouldlisten

Chioma:iwilltry

Lovemore:thankyouandonceagainsorryabout

lastnight

Chioma:itsokdon'teverdoitagainandyesima

littlebitjealousbecausesomemenhaveweak

spotsfortheirbabymama's



Lovemore:comeonlovethatwomanwas

Precious'sfriendwhywouldievenfallforher.

SpeakingofPreciousdidyouhearthelatest?

Chioma:yesijustheardonthenewsthather

mothercollapsedincourtandshehasbeen

confirmeddead

Lovemore:shockingright?

Chioma:let'sjustsaywhenGodsaidtouchnotmy

anointedhemeantit

Lovemore:lunch?

Chioma:sure

Theysmiledashetookhisthingsandfollowedone

anotherout.

Atthehospital...

LornasteppedoutleavingAppleandHeroldwith

thedoctorinsideandcalledDuncan...



Duncan:hello?

Lorna:areyouupfordinnertonight?

Duncan:yeahsurewhy?

Lorna:thereareafewthingsiwouldlikeustoiron

out

Duncan:ohokwhattime?

Lorna:7pm

Duncan:okshouldibringanything?

Lorna:nojustyourself

Duncan:okthenseeyouthen

Lorna:bye(theyhungupasshesighed)ihopethis

goeswellLord

Shewentbackinside.

Attheclinic...



JoshuasmiledholdingMaya'shandwhosmiled

backathimandgiggledasthedoctorappliedthe

coldgelonherlowerabdomen...

Dr:(smiled)sorryforthat

Hetookthetransducerandmoveditaroundasa

soundstartedtocomeout...

Joshua:waitwhat'sthat?

Dr:(smiled)that'stheheartbeatsir.MsMoetiyou

areindeedpregnant

Maya:ohwow.Babe

Joshua:(tearfully)isthisreallyhappening?

Dr:yessiritsreallyhappening.Congradulationsto

thebothofyou.Youare14dayspregnant

Maya:thankyoudoctor



Joshua:thankyoudoc.(Smiled)babe?

Maya:yeslove?

Joshua:thankyousomuch(sniffedastearsbuiltin

hiseyes)

Maya:awwbabedon'tcrynow

Joshua:nolovethingisihavealwaysdreamtof

thisdayandit'shereandfeelsrightsothankyouso

much.Icouldn'thavelovedittobeanyoneelsebut

you

Maya:(tearfully)youaregoingtomakecryaswell

now.You'rewelcomemylove

Joshua:andtrustmeimeanitmylovethankyou

somuchfromthebottomofmyheart

Maya:comehereloveandwemustthankGodfor

makingitpossible(theyhugged)

Dr:(smiled)ibelievethisisastartofthesoccer

team

Joshua:ohwealreadyhavetwo

Dr:thatislikewhat,8moretogo



TheyallburstintoalaughasJoshuakissedMaya's

foreheadandmutteredtearfully...

Joshua:iloveyou

Maya:(mutteredback)iloveyoumore

Thedoctorfinishedwipingherstomachasthey

tooktheirseats.

^

^

^

^

^
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THATEVENING

AttheKavimba's...

AfteraverylongshowerLucasfinallycamedown

andfoundeveryonewaiting.Hecurvedhislipsand

scoffedsittingbetweenNyashaandChioma...

Lucas:imhere

Lovemore:thankyouforagreeingtothismychild.I

knowitwasn'teasybutwehavetodothis

Lucas:ohtrustmedaditsurewasn't.Youhave

auntyChiomatothankformakingmeseereason

Nale:(muttered)iwonderwhatshesaid

Chioma:pleasesaythatoutloud

Nale:what?

Chioma:whatyoujustsaidkindlysayitoutloud



Nale:ididn'tsayanything

Lucas:thisisthelastwomanyoucanthinkoflying

tosohelpyourself

Nale:notmeaningtobedisrespectfulLovemore

whatisshedoinghere?Thisisafamilymatter

Lucas:(scoffed)familyshesays

Nyasha:MrKavimbatoyou

Lovemore:okguyspleasecalmdown.Nale,Chioma

isthewomaniminarelationshipwithandit'snota

secret.Shedeservestobehereasmuchasyou

thinkyoudeservetobehereaswell.Implanningto

spendtherestofmylifewithherandimnotgoing

tokeepanythingfromher

Nale:butimnotcomfortablearoundher

Lucas:youbeingherealoneshouldmakeyou

uncomfortableandyouknowwhatdad,imnot

goingtobeataroundthebushiwantthiswoman

outofourhousebecauseshe'sevil.Wehavehad

enoughofthatwithPreciousandwearenotgoing

togobackthereagain



Nyasha:imwithLucasonthatoneespeciallyafter

whatisawthismorning

Lovemore:Nyashathatwasaninnocenthug

Lucas:howdoyouhugyourrapistdad

Lovemore:watchyourtongueLucas

Lucas:it'sthetruthdadthiswomanrapedyoufor

herfriend'sbenefialhowdark.Ifiwereyouiwould

beashamedofmyself

Nale:Lucasimsorryiwasinadarkspacethen

Lucas:ohandnowyouclaimtohaveseenthelight?

Youthinkyourlittlemoveoftestifyingagainst

Preciousisgoingtoputinsomescoresforyou?

(Scoffed)youhavegottenitallwrongmyladyim

notoneofthoseweakblindmenandistandbymy

wordihateyouandidon'twantyouinmylife(she

sniffedpinchinghereyes)savethetearsfor

someonewhocares.Youhavehurtme,noactually

youkilledmeNaleyouatemealive.16yearsofmy

lifeandyoulookedandsmiledatmeasifyoudidn't

knowthetruth.Iabhoreyou



Chioma:(rubbinghisback)iknowyouareangrymy

boyandiunderstandverywellwhybutforyourown

goodhealthyouneedtoletgoofthehate.Imnot

sayingwelcomeherinyourlife,imnotsaying...

Nale:whyisshetalkingtomychild?

Chioma:excuseme?

Lovemore:Chiwait...

Chioma:noLovemoreimnotgoingtowait,look

ladyimtryingtohelpthischildmoveonfromthe

painyouhaveputhimthrough.Howrichofyouto

evencallhimyourchild?Yeshemightbeyourchild

becauseyoucarriedhimbuthaveyouactuallydone

yourdutiesasamother?Hellno.Sopleasedon't

comeupinherewithyourfaketearsandthinkyou

canmanipulatethesetwogentlemenintobelieving

thatyouhavechanged

Lovemore:Chicalmdown

Chioma:(hitthecouchstandingup)noLovemore,

no!Imhonestlysickandtiredofpeoplelikethis

snake



Lovemore:Chi!

Chioma:yesLovemoreshe'sasnakeandshe

knows.Sheisnotheretomendfencesshe'shereto

ruinyourlives

Nale:youknownothingaboutme!

Chioma:ohiactuallyknowalotmissyandtrustme

youdon'twantmetosaythethingsyouhavebeen

plottingsinceyougotthatkidney

All:what!?

Chioma:Naletakethelittledignityyouhaveleftand

leave

Lovemore:nonoChiomawait,soNaleyouhave

beenplanningthisallalong?

Nale:Lovemorealliwantistohavea...

Lovemore:getoutNale

Nale:Love...

Lovemore:(angrily)isaidgetout!Getthehelloutof

myyardyouwitch!Out!

Nale:(crying)Lucasplease



Lucas:thisshouldbethelasttimeyousaymy

namewithyourfilthymouth

Nale:Lucas...

Nyasha:youwereaskedtoleave

Nale:ihavenowheretogo

Lovemore:andwho'sproblemisthat?Getoutofmy

house,out!

Heshoutedasshejumpedstartledandheadedto

thebedroomcrying.Shetookherthingsandlooked

atthemastheyshowednoremorse...

Nale:Lucasimyourmother

All:out!

Sheswallowedahugelumpandmadeherwayout

asNyashaopenedthegateforher.Sheleftandit

wasclosedastheyallsatdown.Sniffingwithtears

alloverherfaceshewalkeddowntheroadtryingto



getaridebuttowhereshehadnoidea.Shetook

herphoneandcheckedifshehadairtimebutthere

wasnone.ShesentTshepoacallmebacktextand

waitedforhiscallbutdidn'tgetany.Sheswallowed

asataxistoppedforher...

Man:whereareyougoingma'am?

Nale:policestation

Man:okhopin

BackinthehouseChiomabroughtapotofteaas

theypouredforthemselves...

Lovemore:ican'tbelieveialmostfellforher

scheme

Lucas:andiwasseriousdaditwaseithergoingto

bemeorher

Chioma:iwasseriousthoughLucasyouneedtolet

goofthehatred.Iunderstandthatyouareangry



andhurtingbutkeepingthatinforalongtimeisnot

goodforyoursoulmyboy.Youaregoingtobare

thisyourwholelifeandgainwhat?Nothingsodoit

foryourself.Nooneelsebutyourself.Nextthing

youwillbetakingitoutonthewrongpeople.You

aredatingmynieceandiwouldhateforyoutolose

herbecauseofthis.YesNaleandPrecioushurtyou

butyouaregrowingintoayoungmanthatmeans

youaretheporterofyourowndestiny.Doyouwant

yourdestinytobedefinedbythem?

Lucas:ofcoursenot

Chioma:thentakethefirststepofmakingsurethat

neverhappensandthatislettinggoandalways

rememberthatit'snotforanyoneelsebutyou

Lucas:(sighed)okauntyihearplusthere'smoreto

lifethanthis

Chioma:mypointexactly.Iwillkeepyouinmy

prayersthatGodhelpyouthroughthisjourney

Lucas:whatifGodpunishesmefornotwelcoming

herinmylife?

Chioma:Godwouldneverletyousitonan



uncomfortableseatmyboy.Aslongasyouknowin

yourheartthatyouhaveletgo,that'sallthat

matters.TheonlythingthatGodwantsiswhat'sin

ourhearts.Forgivingapersondoesn'tmean

forgettingwhattheyhavedoneitismakingsure

thatthegreateronethatisinyousitsinaclean

throne.Ihopeimmakingsense

Lucas:youareauntyyoureallyareandiappreciate

thatandpromiseyouthatiwilltalktoGodandask

forguidancebutwhatiknowisiwantnothingtodo

withthatwoman

Chioma:totallyunderstoodmyboy

Lovemore:soyoucangetangrylove?

Chioma:don'ttestme

Theyburstintoalaugh.

AttheDuncan's...



DuncanfrownedseeingHerold'scarwhileparking

his...

Duncan:whatisthisonedoinghere?

Hescoffedandgotoffmakinghiswaytothehouse

whereLornaclearedherthroatandopenedthe

door...

Lorna:hi

Duncan:goodevening(hewentin)ibroughtsome

wine

Lorna:thankyoupleasegrabaseat

Duncan:thanks.Heyguys

Kids:hellodad

Duncan:ihopeyouguysaregood

Saint:can'tcomplain

Duncan:that'sgood.HowareyouA?



Apple:imokpopsandyou?

Duncan:takingeachdayasitcomes.MrHerold

Herold:goodeveningsir

Duncan:(withhisteethclenched)iseeyoucouldn't

waitformetoleave

Herold:pardon?

Duncan:youhaveaniceshirton

Herold:oh,thankyou

Lorna:thanksforcomingonceagainDuncan

Duncan:iwouldn'ttradespendingtimewithmy

familyforanything

Lorna:howaretheweddingpreparationsgoing?

Duncan:fantasticeverythingisgoinggoodthusfar

Lorna:that'sgreatibetitsgoingtobeamarvellous

event

Duncan:justmakesureyouarethere

Lorna:wouldn'tmissitfortheworld.(Clearedher

throat)beforewecouldeatiwantedustogetto



whyiaskedyoutocomeoverfirst

Duncan:ohoknoproblem

Lorna:Duncanyouhavemadeyourmistakesand

youhaveyourshortcomingsbutthatdoesn'tmake

youabadfathertothesekids.Idon'tthinkiwould

havebeenabletoraisethemifyouweren'tbesides

me

Duncan:thankyou

Lorna:ibelievetheybelievethatdespiteeverything

youareagooddadisn'titkids?

Both:itismom

Lorna:butsinceyouknowthatwewereunfortunate

tohavebiologicalchildrenwehadtoadoptandthat

meanstheyhavetheirbiologicalparents

Duncan:yeah

Lorna:whatimtryingtosayisthatApple'sparents

havereachedoutandwouldliketogettoknowher

Duncan:ithoughttheydidn'twanttobeknown

Lorna:yesbutnowwhenhermotherpassedshe



askedhersistertotellApple'sfatherthatthey

actuallyhadachildtogetherwhoisApple

Duncan:(slowlyturnedtoHerold)andwho'sthis

father?

Lorna:(sighed)youarelookingathim

Duncan:(satback)oh

Lorna:yes,HeroldisApple'sfather

Duncan:ok

Lorna:(frowned)ok?

Duncan:yeahok

Lorna:areyounotgoingtosayanythingbeyond

that?

Duncan:howdoesthismakeyoufeelApple?

Apple:itreallyscaredmebutmomassuredmethat

nooneistakingmeaway.Lookiappreciateyou

wantingmetobeapartofmylifeMrHeroldbuti

knowthesetwoasmyparents.Imnotsayingidon't

wanttogettoknowyoubutiwantyoutoknowand

understandthatiwillalwaysputDuncanandLorna



firstnomatterwhatbecausethesetwogavemea

life

Herold:iunderstandandrespectthat

Duncan:didyouknowyouhadsomeonepregnant?

Herold:nosirimtoldthatshediscoveredthatshe

waspregnanttwomonthsafterourbreakupbut

decidedtokeepittoherselfbecauseshedidn't

wantanythingtogetbetweenmycareerandi

Duncan:andhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Herold:imactuallyappalledthatshethoughti

wouldputmycareerbeforemyownbloodbutitis

inthepastnow

Duncan:isee.Saintmyboy

Saint:yesdad

Duncan:howdoyoufeel?Andpleasebehonest

withus

Saint:imhappyforAbutatthesametimeim

hurtingandwishmybiologicalparentwoulddothe

sameforme.Itsnotniceknowingthataperson

whobroughtyouintothisworldwantsnothingtodo



withyoubutlikeAsaidyouguysgaveusalifeand

that'sallthatmatters.Youareourparents(Lorna

smiled)

Duncan:improudofyouson

Saint:thanksdad

Duncan:andnomatterwhatiwillalwaysbethere

foryouguysandhopeMrHeroldyouarenotgoing

tomakemysonfeelleftoutthisishissister.They

grewupdoingeverythingtogether

Herold:imnotheretoruinanyrelationshipstrust

meMrD

Duncan:imglad.Thankyouforlettingmeknow

aboutthisLorna

Lorna:youareApple'sfatherDyoudeservetoknow

Duncan:caniasksomething?

Lorna:ok?

Duncan:justforclarityisthereanythinggoingon

betweenyouguys?

Lorna:nonotatall



Herold:nosirwearejustgoodfriends

Duncan:okbutjustknowthatshouldyouguys

somewheredownthelinefeellikeyoufeel

somethingforoneanotherdon'tbeafraidtotryit

outwhatiwantyoutoknowHeroldisthatthis

womandeservestobehappy.Ihavemissedouton

achancetodothatbutiwantanymanwhohasthe

chancetodothatgrabthechancewithbothhands

Apple:awwthat'ssosweetofyoudad

Lorna:(smiled)wowthankyouD

Duncan:andimeanitshouldanymantrytomess

withyoutheywillhavemetodealwithbecause

yourhappinessmeansourkidsbeinghappyandi

don'twanttotakechancesonthat

Apple:ilovethisnewDuncan

Lorna:iknowright?He'sagoodman(theylaughed)

Duncan:nowcanweeatimdying

Lorna:ohyeslet'seatplease



TheyallduginchattingloudlywhileApplelookedat

Heroldwholookedatherandtheybothsmiled.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

AtChioma'shouse...

Abiola:canyoubelieveitChishesentTshepocall

backsandwhenhedidn'trespondtothemshegot

thepolicetocallhim

Chioma:whatdidhesay?

Abiola:hetoldthemthattheyarenolongertogether

butiaskedhimtosendhersomecashtogobooka

guesthouseandforthefirstbusbackhomethis

morning

Chioma:whatifsheusesthattotryandgetmoney

fromhim?

Abiola:Tshepoisnotanidiotlove.Hedidn'twantto

sendthemoneyihadtobeghim



Chioma:sheruinedherlifeit'stimeshefacedthe

music

Kelechi:knockknockgoodmorningladies

Abiola:ohhiKele.Whatalovelysurprise

Chioma:howdidyougetin?

Kelechi:atleastpretendthatyouarehappytosee

meChi,comeonbutanywayistillhadthekeyson

meandthat'swhyimhere.Ibroughtthemback

Chioma:o-kay...

Kelechi:loosenuploveimnotheretofightyou,

whatdidyouguyshaveforbreakfast?

Chioma:therearenoleftoversbutyoucanhelp

yourselfwithanythinginthekitchen

Kelechi:perfect

ShesanggoingtothekitchenasChiomawidened

hereyesandshrughershoulderslookingatAbiola

whoshrughersaswell...



Kelechi:(suckherfinger)sohowdoesitfeelto

finallygetlaidsis

Chioma:huh?

Kelechi:weknowyouareridingthatblackmachine

sweetsoutwithallthenastydetails

Chioma:ewwKelechino

Kelechi:ohpleaseChiomastopactinglikeachild.

Isitgood?Doyouneedsometips?Girlihopeyour

arcskillsareperfectyouarerepresentingusinthat

bedroom(theylaughed)

Chioma:siesman

Kelechi:iknowyoumissedme

Chioma:whatdoesthismean?

Kelechi:youknowimnotonetobeemotionaland

allbutiwantedtoletyouknowthatimover

Lovemorebabes.Oursisterhoodismoreimportant

toletamangetbetweenus

Chioma:oh?

Kelechi:yesandimeanit.Despitethat,my



apartmentishonestlyboringtheonlygoodthing

aboutitismytwoboyfriends

Abiola:what!?

Chioma:two?

Kelechi:honeymynameisKelechiAbiolaandwhat

Kelechiwantsshegets,ihavethosetwoyummy

chocolateseatingfromthepalmofmyhand(they

laughed)

Abiola:imcuriousthough,howdoyouguysdoit?

Chioma:(slappedherhand)Abi

Abiola:noChiineedtoknowimeantwomen,one

woman,equationisalittlebitshakyormaybeyou

aredoingthematdifferenttimes?

Kelechi:sametimeboobooandwhathappensin

Kele'sbedroomstaysinherbedroom(shewinked

andlaughed)

Chioma:thankyousomuchiforonedon'teven

wanttoknow

Kelechi:afterKaraboMorokait'sme,polyandry

vibesmygirls



Chioma:youaresodirty

Theylaughedandcontinuedtocatchup.

InCourt...

Everyonetooktheirseatasthejudgeputonher

glasses...

Judge:ithasbeenconfirmedthatindeedMsRona

Moetihaspassedonduetoheartfailurecausedby

alotofstress.Nonethelessimgoingtopassonmy

judgementandsentencingbecausewestillhave

oneoftheaccusedwithus.MsPreciousMoeti

pleasestandonyourfeet.(Shedid)watchingthings

andnotdoanythingaboutthemortomakethings

rightisconsideredbeinganaccomplice.MsMoeti

youhavewatchedyourmotherhurtalotoflives

andevenstealfromachurchbutyoudidnothing

aboutthoseinsteadyouhelpedherdoallthose



things.Evensoyourealisedthatyouwerenotonly

beinganaccomplicebutwerealsousedinthe

processhenceyoudecidedtoturnanewleaf.Too

littletoolateMsMoetibecausethiscourtfindsyou

guiltyofbeinganaccomplicetoeverythingthathas

happened.ThereforeMsMoeti,youhavebeen

sentencedto2yearsofimprisonmentforstealing

fromyourmother'schurchand5yearsofbeingan

accomplicetoyouraunt'sabduction.Thatmakesit

atotalof7yearsofimprisonmentbutshouldyou

behavewellforhalfofthatsentenceyouwillbe

legibletoapplyforparole.Shouldyougetthat

paroleandnotbehavewhenyouareoutyouwillbe

sentbacktoprisonwithnohesitationandan

additionalsentence.Courtisadjourned(shehitthe

gavel)

Officer:allrise

Theydidasshemadeherwayout...

Maya:iwishRonahadn'tdiedyouknow



Keneilwe:imgladshedid.Earthcandowithouther

Maya:sheneededtosufferma

Keneilwe:prisonissuffering?Thosepeoplehavea

shelterabovetheirheadsandeateverydaythat's

notsufferingtome

Maya:youreallydon'twantherneh

Keneilwe:whoarewetalkingaboutagain?

TheylaughedandmadetheirwayoutasGlidia's

phonerang...

Glidia:MrsKganghello?

Nale:whydidn'tyouletmedie?

Glidia:who'sthis?

Nale:iwasreadytodiebutyougavemea

stranger'skidneynowihavetogrovel

Glidia:ohit'syou(scoffed)mybabythereare

peoplewhodeservetodieandtherearethosewho



deservepunishmentfromtheearth.Youreally

thoughticaredaboutyou?Nomylovenotevena

bitijustwantedtomakesurethatyoudon'tescape

facingtheconsequencesofyouractionsandsee

howstupidyouhavebeen.Nexttimeyouwillknow

tonevergiveyourlifetosomeone.Haveagoodlife

mygirl.Allthebest(shehungupandclickedher

tongue)theseyounggirls

Shechuckledgettinginthecar...

Glidia:sotellmeKeneilwewhenareyouplanningto

getyourselfaman?

Theylaughedasshedroveoff.

InMolepolole...

Biancasighedandfixedherheadscarfandringon



herringfingermakingherwayinsidethe1room

house...

Bianca:gooddaysir

Man:sitdown

Bianca:(smiled)sirineedyourhelp.Ineedtoget

ridofmyhusbandhe'snottreatingmewellandi

needtoteachhimalesson

Man:idon'tentertainlies

Bianca:what!?

Man:who'sMaya?

Bianca:heebathongimtalkingaboutahusband

andyouareaskingmeaboutaMaya?

Man:youarenotmarriedandyouarenoteven

goingtogetmarried.Whyareyoutryingtomessup

yourlifebyhurtinganinnocentwoman?

Bianca:youknowwhatidon'thavetimefor

nonsensebye

Man:yeahgoidon'thelppeoplekillothersihelp



peoplewhoneedhelpwithseriousissues.Otla

gobalannananyana(youwillgethurtbabygirl)

Bianca:mxm

Shesaidleavingandtookofftheheadscarfaswell

asthering...

Bianca:nywenyweinnocentthere'snoMayawho's

goingtogetmarried.Whothehelldoesshethink

sheisthatshecanhaveeverythinginlife?Agood

job,kids,andmarriage?Notificanhelpitandif

thesepeoplearenotgoingtohelpmethenimgoing

todoitmyself

Sheclickedhertongueanddroveoff.

InPrison...

WitheveryoneoutsidePreciousdecidedtoliedown



deepinthoughts.Sheswallowedandgotoffbed

goingtothedoor.Shecheckedthecoastanditwas

justguardsmovingaround.Shesighedandlooked

aroundwithherhandsonherwaist...

Precious:(scoffed)wowPreciousfromthehighand

mightcitydivatoamereprisoner.Yeahnehlifecan

reallyshowyouthatyouarelivingitnottheother

wayround.ImeanPreciousyouhadeverything,

youhaditallbutnoyouletyoursocalledmother

ruinitallforyou(clickedhertongue)ihopeshe

burnsinhell.Thedevilshouldnotshowherany

mercy.

Shesighedandsatonherbunk.Herkidscameinto

hermind,thewaysheandhermothertreatedMaya

andTitusalsohitherthoughts.Allthetroubleshe

wentthroughtomakesuretoblockMaya'sways

cametoher.ThelatenighttripstoRanaka,her

feedingNyashaonhowabadpersonMayawasall

cametoherasshesighedagainrubbingherface.



Sheclosedhereyesandslowlyshookherhead

thinkingofhowlifecouldhavebeenhadRonanot

keptherawayfromherfather...

Precious:yeahneh

Shesaidgettingonherkneesandputherhands

togethertheclosedhereyesafterbowingherhead...

Precious:dear...dear...(sheswallowed)dear

heav...(shesighed)dearheaven...(shesighedagain)

wow(shesniffed)dearheavenlyFathericome

beforeyouthisdayasyourchild.Iknowinever

cometoyoubutlikeyousayinyourwordyouwill

neverforsakeus.Fatherintheheavensi...

3MONTHSLATER
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Clearblueskies,nosignofwhitecloudanywhere

youlooked.Freshcoolairwithbirdschirpingall

overnotforgettingthegreentreesandgrass.A

perfectDecembersummermorningasMaya

openedhereyeswithasmileonherface.She

rememberedwhatdayitwasandsmiledmore.

Beforeanythingshewouldholdherbellyand

quietlysayaprayerthenstartedwithherday.She

sighedandgotupopeningthecurtain.It'sthebusy

bakgatlawomenandmenwhowererunningaround

gettingeverythingready.Finallythedayshedreamt

ofasalittlegirlwashere.Itwasherweddingday.

Shesatdownandtookoutherjournalandpen...



Deardiary...

"Alifefullofupsanddownsithasbeenformy20's.

Howironicitisthatimachievingallthethingsi

havedreamtofinthelastyearofmy20's?Icouldn't

behappier.Ihavehonestlylivedafulllifeandim

nowreadytoembarkonanewjourneyandthatis

havingafamilyofmyownandmakingsurethatwe

wintogether.Ihavelearntalotfromlifeandim

walkingwiththoselessonsintomymarriage.Gosh

Godhadblessedmewithalovingandwonderful

man.(Smiled)icouldn'taskforabetterhusband.

Carryingthislittlegiftinsideofmeforhimisthe

cherryontopbecausehe'sagreatdad,thisman

lovesmytwokidslikehisownbutkeepingthis

pregnancyfromeveryonehasbeenhard.Apart

frommakingsurethathedoesn'ttellanyoneabouti

hadtoexplainmyflactuatingmoods,weirdeating

patterns,cravings,slightweightgain,morning

sicknessesandeverythingthatcomeswithitgladly

imgoodatcoveringthingsupthat'swhyima



professionalPRofficer(chuckled)andican'twait

tofinallybreakthenewstoeveryonebutmost

importantlyican'twaittosayidotothemanofmy

dreams.Myansweredprayer(smiled).Thepastfew

monthshavebeennothingbutfullofpeaceand

happiness,allthepeoplewhotriedtobringme

downhavegottenwhattheydeserveespecially

Jorge,Preciousandhermotherwitheveryonethat

helpedthem.Thehighlightofmyyeariswheni

discoveredthatmymotherisactuallyKeneilwei

wouldhaveneverwishedforabettermotherand

grandmothertomykids.Toallthosewhohave

beenthereformykidsandithankyouverymuch.

TheKgang's,myfriendsandeveryoneelsethank

yousomuchforthewarmwelcomeintoyourlives.

Youallhaveaspecialplaceinmyheartandiwill

carryy'alltoeternity.Asmylastdaywritingonthis

journaliwouldliketosignit"ALifeOfAKept

Woman."

Keneilwe:(ululatedandsang)"tsatsikelelebale

beilekgakala..."



Mayachuckledclosingherjournalandputitaway

asKeneilweputtheteaandsconesonthetable...

Maya:morningmama

Keneilwe:morningbabyohdon'tyoulookbeautiful

Maya:ohgoshmaijustwokeup

Keneilwe:whatever(theylaughed)ithoughtyou

couldhavesomethingtoeat

Maya:thankyouma.(Checkedthetime)ialsoneed

tobathbecausethemakeupartistwillbehereinno

time

Keneilwe:good.Pleasedon'tworryeverythingis

goinggood.Youknowwehavethebestcooksin

thisvillagesotheyaredoingagoodjoboutthere

Maya:wonderful.Myteamsaidishouldn'tworry

aboutanythingtheywilltakecareofeverything

Keneilwe:theyaretellingthetruthmybabyyouare

ablessedchildandithanktheLordthathehaskept



metowitnessthisday.Mybabythisisastartofa

newlifenotonlyforyoubutallofus.Iwantyouto

knowonethingandkeepitinyourheart.Loveand

respectyourmanmybaby.Nomatterwhat

happensloveandrespecthim.Whenthegoinggets

toughgoonyourkneesthepowerofawomanisin

prayer

Maya:igotthatmama

Keneilwe:goodgirlyouwillalwaysbemylittle

princess

Maya:(laughed)iknowmommy

Lewis: Mmamosetsana...

Mareledi&Mara: salaodibonatsalapalagago

siilesphonono...

Theylaughedandsanggoinginthebedroom...

Lewis:mamaKihopeyouheardthesongplease

excuseus(theylaughedmore)



Keneilwe:okokguysletmeexcusey'allbutplease

doeverythingontime

Mareledi:wewillmama(sheleftastheyululated)

Maya:awwguyscomeonnow

Lewis:girlyouneedtobejumpingalloverwithjoy

Maya:trustmeiamidon'tknowhowtoholdmyself

Mara:imgoingtorunabathforyoumakesurethat

youeatfast

Maya:oklove.Howisthebaby?

Mara:he'sgoodandsobig

Maya:ican'twaittoseehim(theychuckled)

Lewis:solovethisisreallyhappening?

Maya:it'sreallyhappeningbabesbytheendofthe

dayGodwillingiwillbeMrsKgang

Mareledi:halalatothat(theylaughed)

Maya:iknowyouguyssaidishouldn'tworryabout

anythingbutineedtoknowifthingsaregood

Lewis:yesbabyijustreceivedthedecorpictures



fromthegardeneverythinglooksjustthewaywe

requestedandmore

Mareledi:icheckedonthepeoplecookingoutside

andalllooksperfect

Lewis:thecakeisthereandthecarsareready

Mareledi:themakeupartistis10minutesawayand

ouroutfitsarewonderful

Lewis:theweatherisperfectandthepianisthas

alreadysetup

Mareledi:thesoundsystemisperfectsoyesMrs

Kgangtobeeverythingisgood

Maya:(smiledrelieved)thankyouLordthat'sa

relief.Thankyousomuchguysiwouldn'thave

chosenabetterteam

Lewis:wegotyougirl

Theylaughedasshefinishedeatingandwentto

bath.OutsideGlidiaandKeneilwestoodbythedoor

withmegagolwaneontheirshoulderssippingtheir

tea...



Glidia:soweareofficiatingourrelationtoday

Keneilwe:ohyesma'amandishouldsaythankyou

forwhatyouandyourfamilyhavedoneformine

Glidia:it'salllovemylove.Icanfinallysayforthe

firsttimeinmylifeihaveafriend(theylaughed)

Keneilwe:soyouhaveneverhadafriend?

Glidia:peoplehavealwaysbeenintimidatedbyme

sayingimalwaysseriousandstuckup

Keneilwe:butyouarethecoolestwomanever

Glidia:pleasesaythatlouder(theylaughed)ilove

whatyouhavedonewiththisplaceyouknowit's

reallybeautiful

Keneilwe:thankyoulovetherewassomemoney

leftfromwhatVictorleftmeafterbuyingmyhouse

inGaboronesoithoughtwhynotuseittorenovate

ourhomehere

Glidia:yeahneh.VictorLentswemayhecontinueto

restinpeace



Keneilwe:amen

Glidia:toagreatstartofawonderfulunion?

Keneilwe:herehere

Theyclickedtheirmugsandchuckledcontinuing

withtheirconversation.Atbackthewaiteringteam

wasbusycleaningtheirutensilsandpackingallthe

foodthatwasalreadydonebythecooks.Inacap

andsunglassesBiancaspottedherfriendandwent

toher...

Bianca:imhere

Lady:imnotsureaboutthis

Bianca:comeonallyouhavetodoisgivemeyour

uniformandtagthat'sit

Lady:whatiftheynoticesomething?

Bianca:everyoneistoobusytonoticeanythingand

themorewedelaythehigherchancesofthe

noticingsomething.Come



Lady:okeish.(Clearedherthroat)buddyimgoing

togetsomethingfromthecar

Man:okbequickwearegoingtothevenuesoonto

dropoffthefirstloadandmakesurethatweare

registeredin

Lady:sure.

ShefollowedasmilingBiancaouttohercarasthey

changedclothes...

Bianca:thankyoubabesioweyouplenty

Lady:goodluck

Biancasmiledgoingbackintotheyardinthe

waiteringuniformwhileherfrienddroveoffwithher

car.Shefixedhercleavage,capandsunglasses

andsmiledjoiningtheotherstakingoffwhereher

friendleftoff.



Ataguestlodge...

Joshuaandhispartylaughedoutloudhavingtheir

breakfastinthegarden...

Duncan:somanthedayisfinallyhere

Joshua:thedayisfinallyheremyfriendandi

couldn'tbeanyhappier

Stephen:imaginethefirstbornofthefamilybeing

thelasttogethitched(theylaughed)

Joshua:ididn'tknowtherewasanorder

Stephen:youhadtopavethewayforus(they

laughed)

Joshua:that'stoomuchresponsibility

Duncan:anywaymanistillstandbymywordsfight

foryourmarriage

Joshua:yessir

Stephen:andtakeitfromme.Marriageisnice



thosepeoplewhoalwayssayit'snoteasyjustwant

toconfuseyou.Theyaretheoneswhomakeit

seemit'snoteasybycomplicatingthings.Allyou

justhavetodoisbethesameJoshuayouwere

whenyouguyswerestillboyfriendandgirlfriendi

meanifyouweren'tmeantforeachotherwe

wouldn'tbeheretodayandagainonethingabout

usKgangmenwehaveagoodeyewhenitcomes

towomen.Wealwayschoosethemwell

Joshua:truethatlittlebrotruethat.Thankyoufor

thosewords.

Duncan:alrightguysithinkweshouldgogetready

Stephen:let's

Theyheadedinsidelaughingandteasingone

another.

AtLorna'shouse...

ShelaughedwithAppleastheydidtheirmakeup



whileSaintfinishedironinghisshirtdownstairs...

Saint:youguysaregoingtobelateforthe

matrimonialserviceifyoukeeplaughinglikethat

Apple:tellyourmothertostopmakingfunofpeople

Theylaughedmoreasthedooropened...

Saint:who...(smiled)ohgoodmorninguncleH

Herold:hellosonicanheartheladiesarehavinga

goodtimeupthere

Saint:andwearegoingtobelateallbecauseof

them

Herold:youknowhowwomenareright

Saint:mhem.GuysuncleHishereweareleaving

Lorna:what!?Whattimeisit?

Herold:thematrimonialwillbestartingintwohours

loveandyouknowweweretoldaboutbeingthere



ontime

Lorna:goodnessmeSaintwhydidn'tyoutellus

thatwearerunningbehind

Saint:don'tsayinevertried

Lorna:thesemen,comeA,helpmegetintomy

dress

Herold&Saint:(lookedatoneanother)women

(theylaughed)

Apple:stoplaughingandpackussnacks

Herold:yesma'am.Isyourboyfriendcomingwith

us?

Apple:yesdadheshouldbehereanyminute

Herold:okhurryupyouguys(thegatebellrang)

Apple:iguessthat'shim

HeroldopenedforTonywhileSaintwenttofinish

puttingonhisclothes.



InPrison...

Preciousmadewaytothephoneboothandsighed

withhereyesclosedthenstartedpunchingin

Lovemore'snumber.Shestoppedbeforeshecould

punchthelastdigitandexhaledagainpressingitas

itrang...

Nyasha:auntyChipleasehelpmewithzippingthis

dress.Dadyourphone!

Lovemore:whereisit?

Nyasha:downhere

Chioma:youaresureyoupackedeverythingright?

Nyasha:yesauntyihave

Chioma:wearegoingtomissyousomuchmy

angel

Nyasha:metooguysbutiwillbeaphonecallaway

andagaincanwefocusonmakingthebestoutof

thisday?



Chioma:(chuckled)ohyesma'am(tothemakeup

artist)lovepleasefixherlefteyebrow

Lovemore:(steppedoutside)Lovemorehello?

Precious:pleasedon'thangup

Lovemore:whatdoyouwant?

Precious:ijustwanttosayimsorryforeverythingi

haveputyouandthekidsthrough.Iknowit'salittle

toolateandthatsorrydoesn'tcountforanything

butijustwanttosayireallyamsorryandiregret

everythingihavedone

Lovemore:Preciouswehavemovedonandi

suggestthatyoudothesamewetherweforgive

youornotitdoesn'tmatterwhatmattersisifyou

aregoingtouseyourtimeinprisontobecomea

newpersonorgetworse.Asforuswearedoing

goodandimgladthatyouhaverealisedthatwhat

youdidwaswrongbutlikeyousayit'sabittoolate

butwithGodit'sneverlate.Usethistimetorebuild

yourlifePreciousMoetibeingclosertoGodand

honesttoyourselfisfoundationforallabudance.

Goodbye



Precious:thankyou

Lovemore:andoh,NyashaandAlbertareleavingto

theUSthisevening

Precious:(swallowed)oksendmyregards

Lovemore:iwill.Bye

Precious:bye

HehungupasPreciousslowlyputthephoneback

onthehook.Sheclosedhereyesasemotions

overwhelmedherwithmemoriesofherlifewithher

childrenwhentheywerestillyoungplayinginher

mind...

Precious:ohLord,why!?

Shesaidslidingdownthewallandburstintotears

shakingherhead...



Precious:why!?Why!?Why!?

2HOURSLATER

InPatlogardens...

Softmusicplaying,coolbreezallroundthewhole

areaandeverythingjustastheyrequested,itreally

feltlikeagoodday.Withtheglassmarqueeonthe

farsideofthegardencoveredwithcurtainsfor

peopletonotseehowitwasinsidethematrimony

stretchtentwasplacedontheotherside.Colours

ofthedaywerewhite,goldandblushpink.Oneby

oneguestsstartedtoarriveandtooktheirseatsin

thetentadmiringthescenery.Liketheyrequested

securitywasonhighalertorwasit?Anyway,they

didjustastheteamrequested.Beforegetting

insideyournamewascheckedinthesystemfirst

andwasgivenatagaftertheconfirmation...



Herbert:Lucas!

InhiswhiteandgoldsuitherantohimasLucas

smiledliftinghimup...

Lucas:whatareyoudoingouthereareyounot

supposedtobewaitingwiththeothersthere?

Herbert:ijustwantedtosayhi

Lucas:where'sApril?

Herbert:she'swithmom

Lucas:ohok.Wewillseeoneanotherwhenyouare

donewithyourdutiessayhitouncleJoforme

Herbert:iwill

Heputhimdownasheranoffwhiletheytooktheir

seats.BehindthemcameTshepoandAbiolain

matchingwhiteandgoldoutfitsthenKelechiand

hertwoboyfriends...



Kelechi:sis

Abiola:(turned)oh,heylove.Youlookamazinghi

guys

Both:MissA

Kelechi:thankyoubabesyouguyslookamazingas

well.HelloT

Tshepo:(smiled)Kelechi

Kelechi:where'sthebigsis?

Abiola:theyjustgothereaswell

Kelechi:ohnice.Thisplacelooksamazing.Ican't

waittoseeinsidethemarqueeyouknow

Abiola:itmustbebreathtakingitellyou

TheychuckledheadingfortheirseatswhileLorna,

Heroldandthekidsmadetheirwayin...

Apple:(holdingintoTony)ohwowthislooks



amazing

Lorna:iknowright.Mayaisawomanofgoodtaste

soiexpectedthis

Apple:iknewshewasnotgoingtodisappointbut

imdyingtogetinsidetheglassmarqueeididn't

knowwehadthatinBots

Lorna:werollwiththetimesbabesweroll

Theylaughedheadingfortheirseatsaswell.The

lastgroupoftheguestsmadetheirwayinas

Lydia'shusbandtookthemicrophone...

Don:Goodmorningeveryoneandthankyoufor

makingitontime.Thewaiterswillbegoingaround

duringtheservicetogetallofyou'sorders.Ibelieve

youallsawthemenuonyourseats

All:yes

Don:good.Pleasechoosewhatyouwanttoeat

todayfromthestartertoyourdrinksanddon'tworry

everythinghasbeenpaidforsoyoucanorderas



muchasyouwant(theyallchuckled)mynameis

DonandiwillbeyourMCfortheday.Theman

gettingmarriedtodayismybrotherinlaw.

(Checkedthewatch)withnofurtherordowemay

commence

ThedjplayedasongasPastorTaolostoodonhis

feetwhilethegroom'smenmadetheirwayinside.

Withtheirslimfittingwhiteandgoldtrimmedsuits

theyheadedtothealter.Herbertfollowedthem

throwingflowerpetalsalloverwithMaya'sringin

thebasketasJoshuacamebehindhim.Hisheart

racedashesmiledlookingateveryoneasthey

smiledandclappedforhim.Hereallylookeddapper

andlookedlikethemanoftheday.Heshookhands

withhisfatherandkissedhismotherbeforetaking

hisspot.ThedjchangedthesongasMarelediand

Lewiswalkeddown.Shehadonawhiteandgold

gownwhileLewishadonawhitetuxjacketand

goldshimmeringformalpantsasalwayshehadto

makeastatement.Theytooktheirspotsaswellas

thedjstoppedthemusic.Everyoneknewwhattime



itwasitbutallfrownedastheyheardthepiano

playingwithacurtaindroppingbesidesthepastor

asthepianistsmiled...

Kelechi:waitisshegoingtosing?

Apple:ohmywordmomshe'sgoingtosing

Lorna:andaperfectsongfortheday

Maya: There'ssomuchlifeI'velefttolive

Andthisfire'sburningstill

WhenIwatchyoulookatme

IthinkIcouldfindthewill

ShesangmakingherwayoutwithAprilinfrontof

herandTitusholdingherarm.Joshua'sheart

skippedabeatlookingatthebeautyshewas.Ina

whiteprincessballgownsheshonelikeanangelas

everyonestoodontheirfeet...



Maya: Tostandforeverydream

Andforsakethesolidground

Andgiveupthisfearwithin

Ofwhatwouldhappeniftheyeverknew

I'minlovewithyou...

Joshua:(softlymuttered)awwbabe

Maya:(smiled) 'CauseI'dsurrendereverything

Tofeelthechancetoliveagain

Ireachtoyou

Iknowyoucanfeelittoo

We'dmakeitthrough

AthousanddreamsIstillbelieve

I'dmakeyougivethemalltome

I'dholdyouinmyarmsandneverletgo



Isurrender

TheystartedwalkingdowntheisleasAprilthrew

rosepetalseverywhereinfrontofthemwith

Joshua'sringinthebasketwhileshesangherheart

outtoherman.Everyonewasalreadyintheirfeels

atthatmomentassheserenadedthemwithher

angelicvoice.Mostwomencriedwhiletheirmen

smiled...

Maya: IknowIcan'tsurvive

Anothernightawayfromyou

You'rethereasonIgoon

AndnowIneedtolivethetruth

Rightnow,there'snobettertime

FromthisfearIwillbreakfree

AndI'llliveagainwithlove



Andno,theycan'ttakethatawayfromme

Andtheywillsee,yeah

I'dsurrendereverything

Tofeelthechancetoliveagain

Ireachtoyou

Iknowyoucanfeelittoo

We'dmakeitthrough

AthousanddreamsIstillbelieve

I'dmakeyougivethemalltome

I'dholdyouinmyarmsandneverletgo

Isurrender

Everynight'sgettinglonger

Andthisfireisgettingstronger,baby

I'llswallowmypride

AndI'llbealive



Can'tyouhearmycall?

Shestoppedhalfwayandhitthehighestnotewith

hereyesclosedandfeelingeacheveryinchofit...

Maya: Isurrenderall

JoshuaburstintotearsandsquattedasDuncan

gavehimahandkerchiefsqueezinghisshoulder

whileGlidiaputherheadonherhusband's

shoulder...

Maya: I'dsurrendereverything

Tofeelthechancetoliveagain

Ireachtoyou

Iknowyoucanfeelittoo

We'llmakeitthrough

AthousanddreamsIstillbelieve



I'llmakeyougivethemalltome

I'llholdyouinmyarmsandneverletgo

Isurrender

Righthere,rightnow

Igivemylifetoliveagain

I'llbreakfree,takeme

MyeverythingIsurrenderalltoyou

Rightnow(rightnow)

Igivemylifetoliveagain(Igivemylife)

I'llbreakfree,takeme(takeme)

Myeverything,Isurrenderalltoyou

Rightnow(rightnow)

Igivemylifetoliveagain(Igivemylife

Shefinallyreachedthealterasthepianistfinished

playingwhileJoshuasniffedstandingup...



Joshua:reallynowbabeyougoingtoshowpeople

mycryingface?

EveryonelaughedasDuncancleanedhimup...

PastorT:whoisgivingawayourbelovedbrideto

ourgroom?

Titus:ido

PastorT:thankyouyoumayallbeseated.(They

did)letmestartoffbysayingwhosoeverisagainst

thisuniontodaystandnoworforeverholdyour

peace(everyonelookedaround)anyone?Good

(everyoneclapped)maywestartoffbypraying.

(Everyonebowedtheirhead)Dearheavinlyfather...

MeanwhileatthekitchenBiancasippedherjuice

leaningagainstthewalllookingon...



Bianca:yeahneh,weshallseeifthiswillendwell

Shechuckledjoiningtheteambackinsidewhilein

thetentChiomafrownedseeingthesamevisionof

Mayableedinginherweddingdress.Shepressed

hereyesandclenchedherjawsquietlysayinga

prayeraswellwhilePastorTprayed.

InMoshupa...

Dressedinanoldgermandressandaheadscarf

Nalefinishedfeedinghermother'schickensand

tookaseatunderatreeastheycametoher...

Nale:(chasedthemaway)aikibimangakeadi

neeladijokante.Ao

Sheclickedhertongueandturnedtothegateasa

MercedesBenzstopped.Shesquinthereyesasa



ladycameoffitandtookoutsomeplasticsfrom

theback...

Lady:sorrymygirlpleasecomehelpmewiththe

plastics

Nale:gatwemygirlmxm

Shesaidputtingthecontainershehadonthe

groundandheadedtothegatewhiletheladyleaned

inthecarformoreplasticswhileNalelookedinside

withherlipscurved...

Lady:it'sbeenlongsinceisawmymothersoi

thoughtishould...

Nale:(frowned)yourmother?

Lady:yesmy...(turnedtoher)ohmyword(chuckled)

youmustbekiddingme?Nale?Asinthehighand

mightycitydivaNale?(Sheburstintoalaugh)oh

wow,whathappenedtoyou?Ohnonopleasedon't

tellme,sothecitylifecanshowagrownwoman



likeyoudust?ThankGodineverletitgettome

thankGodialwaysrememberedmyroots.Girlhave

youtakenalookatyourselfinthemirror?Oolepoo

(laughed)mommy!?Mama!

Woman:(cameout)ohmygirlishome

Lady:(laughing)whydidn'tyoutellmethatNale

wasbackhome(laughedmore)waitselefatshele

kgonagosotlamotho

ShelaughedharderheadingtothehousewhileNale

tooktherestofthebagsfollowingin...

Nale:mxm

TWOHOURSAND30MINUTESLATER

Afterthephotoshooteveryonegatheredaroundthe

entranceofthemarqueeastheHouseofChievents

managerstoodinfrontofthem...



Lady:ladiesandgentlemenigiveyouheavenon

earth

Asshesaidallthecurtainsaroundtheglassfelloff

aseveryonegaspedinawe.Itreallylookedlike

heavenastheladyopenedthedoorswithMayaand

Joshuamakingtheirwayinsidefirst...

Maya:thisisbeautifulbabe

Joshua:butnotasbeautifulasyouaremylove(he

kissedheragain)

Lady:everyonepleasemakeyourwayin

Theydidtakingthesceneryinwhilesittingdown...

Kelechi:ihaveseenitallbutthis,thisistopclass.

Chiyourcompanyknowswhatit'sdoing



Abiola:imtellingyouthislooksamazing

Lorna:theyhaveoutdonethemselves

Herold:ihopeyouaretakingnotes

Lorna:(smiled)ohyesiam

Lovemore:inamonthwewillbeherebabe

Chioma:(smiledfixingherring)andican'twait

TheytooktheirseatsasDontookthemicrophone...

Don:helloonceagainladiesandgentlemenandlet

mekickofftheceremonybysaying

congradulationsMrandMrsKgang(thewomen

ululatedasthemenwhistled)onbehalfofeveryone

maythegoodLordblessandkeepyourunion

foreverandeveramen

All:amen

Don:thebrideandgroomhaveaskedtodothingsa

littlebitdifferent.Ifyoumayseeinfrontofyouall

thereareenvelopes.Inthoseenvelopesthereisa



paperandpenforyoutowriteyourmessageon.

Afterwritingyourmessageorwellwishesyou

comeandputitinthisboxbesidesme.Theyare

goingtoreadthosemessagesontheirhoneymoon

periodandthentheywillbeputonthefinalwedding

videowhichwillbesenttoeachoneofyou.Sowhat

imsayingistherewon'tbeanyspeechesapartfrom

thetwoofthem.Withthatbeingsaidyoucanstart

writingwhilewegetthefirstspeechfromthegroom

TheyallclappedasJoshuatookthemicrophone...

Joshua:thankyousomuchbro(sighed)letme

startoffbythankingtheallmightyforgettingus

thisfar(thewaitersbroughtinthestarter)forifit

weren'tforhimwewouldn'tbeheretoday.Itwasa

longjourneybutworthitandthankyouguysfor

takingtimeoffyourschedulestocomeand

celebrateourunionwithus(theyapplauded)tomy

beautifulwifeishouldsayyoumakeabeautiful

bridebutmostimportantlyyoumakeanamazing



wife

Maya:thankyoubabe

Joshua:iwouldn'thavelovedtodothislifething

withanyoneelsebutyou.MayaKgangyoubring

thebestoutofmesweetheartandforthatiloveyou

beyondalllimits(hekissedheraseveryone

applauded)nowtohowwemet(chuckled)ibelieve

youallhavebeenwaitingforthisone

All:ohyes(theylaughed)

Joshua:mywifeandi...(smiled)Stephenyounever

toldmehowamazingitfeelstosaythewords"my

wifeandi"(everyonelaughed)anywaymywifeand

imetatafuelingstation.Iwasbehindherandshe

triedtomoveafterputtingfuelbuthercarwouldn't

start.ThankGod(theylaughed)sheopenedthe

bonnetandfiddledwithwhatevershefiddledwith

butitwouldn'tstart.Beingagentlemaniamigot

offmycarandofferedmyhelpandguesswhatit

wasterminals(everyonelaughed)guysifitweren't

forthoseterminalsithinkiwouldstillbesingleby

now.Anywayimanagedtohelpherandgaveher



mycardforhertocomeandservicehercaratmy

garagelittledidiknowthatwasthestartofagreat

journeyandtherestishistoryherewearetodayas

husbandandwife.Iloveyoubaby

Maya:iloveyoumore

TheykissedwhileeveryoneclappedasMayatook

themicrophonestanding...

Maya: whatevermylotthouhastaughtmetosay

itiswellitiswellwithmysoul (theyallclapped)

thankyougraciousLordthankyoumightywarrior

Chiomasighedandmadeherwayoutasthesmell

ofbloodgotheavier

Maya:(smiled)thankyoueveryone.Itisnotby

mightnorbypowerbutbythespiritoftheLordthat

imstillstandingheretoday.Ihavehonestlylived



mylife.Ihavebeenthroughitallbuthereiamstill

standingstrongandbeautifulasever(everyone

chuckled)thegraceofGodissufficientforalland

imatestimonyofthat.Youallknowwhatihave

beenthroughallmylife.Frombeingliedtobythe

peopleicalledfamilytothemwantingtofinishme

offyethereiamandit'sallGod.Ialsowanttosay

thankyoutothosepeoplebecauseifitweren'tfor

themidon'tthinkiwouldbethewomaniamtoday.

Myhusband,belovedhandsomehusbandiloveyou

somuchhoneyyoubringthebestoutofmeandi

can'twaittostartanewlifewithyouandrestofthe

family.Guysit'struewhentheysayprayforgood

inlawswhileprayingformarriagebecausemy

inlawsarehonestlyeverywomanandman'sdream

inlaws.Ihaveneverfeltthatibelonglikeidowith

theKgangfamily.Thankyousomuchyouallforthe

warmwelcomeandMamaGthosetipsyougave

arereallyworking(shewinkedatheraseveryone

laughed)tomyfriendsandfamilythankyouso

muchguys.Youallaremypillarsandiwillcarry

y'alleverywhereigo.Lastbutnotleastmyhusband

andiwouldliketoannouncesomething.Babe



Joshua:(stoodup)finally.Keepingthishasbeen

killingme

Everyonelaughedlookingoneagertofindoutwhat

theannouncementwas...

Maya:ladiesandgentlemen,myhusbandandi

wouldliketoannounceournewadditiontoourclan.

Weare3monthsandtwoweekspregnant

Joshuadisconnectedthebottomofherdressas

her3monthssmallbabybumpshowedwith

everyonegaspinginshockandapplauded...

Keneilwe:ohmyword!

Glidia:reallyguys!?

Mareledi:wowfriendandyoukeptthisfromus?

Congradulations

Duncan:iknewitmaniknewit



Maya:(smiled)thankyousomuchguys

ShegaveDonthemicrophoneaseveryone

congradulatedthem.OutsideChiomabumpedinto

Biancawhohadtwoglassesonatrayanddropped

them...

Bianca:damnit!Canyouwatchwhereyouare

going!

Chioma:sorryi...(stoppedasshesawbloodfrom

wherethedrinkspilled)wait

Bianca:waitwhat,youspilledthebrideandgrooms

drinks

Chioma:(grabbedherarm)whatthehelldoyou

thinkyouaredoing?

Bianca:excuseme?

Chioma:youdon'twanttogodownthatroutewith

thesepeople.

Bianca:(swallowed)what?



Chioma:youwanttokillMayadon'tyou?

Bianca:areyouinsane?Letgoofme

Chioma:(heldhertightlyandclenchedherteeth)

manytriedmydearbutlookwheretheyendedup.

Doyouwanttofollowsuit?Iguessnot?Sorunmy

girl,runandneverlookbackbecauseifyoudon't

youwillhavemetodealwithandit'snotgoingto

endwellforyou

Bianca:crazywoman

Shepulledherselfoffandpacedoutandkept

checkingifChiomawaslookingather.Aftershe

wassurethatsheleftthegardenChiomashookher

headandheadedbacktothemarquee.

THEEND
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