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Prologue

I'm standing here with these entire different woman, Idon't
know any of them since I'm new here.

Lady: Hey are you okay?
Me: I'm fine. Lady: Are you new here?

Me: Yes I'm new. Lady: I'm Sindi by the way. Me: Okay I'm
Thandolwethu.

Sindi: You look very young Thando why are you here?
Me: It's a long story.

Sindi: Okay how old are you?

Me: You ask too many questions, I'm 18.

Sindi: I'm just trying to be friendly, how did Mam

Lorraine finds you?
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Me: She found me in town living on the streets.

Sindi: Okay.Me: Why are you here?Sindi: It's a long story
nana.Me: At least Mam Lorraine is helping us.Sindi: You know
it's not about us but her right.Me: What do you mean?Sindi:
You will understand as time goes on but it'snot a good Idea for
you to be here.Me: | don't have anywhere else to go.Sindi: Are
you still a virgin?Me: No | was raped.Sindi: I'm sorry.Me: Don't
be.Sindi: It gets tough in here you know it's not easy.Me: | don't
think it's that hard.

Sindi: Sometimes we don't get any clients and it'shard when
you are new.Me: If | don't get them it's no problem | will go
sleep.Sindi: If you don't bring money Mam Lorraine getsreally
mad and that ends up bad.Me: When did you start working for
her?Sindi: Ten years ago.Me: Why are you still here?Sindi:
When you work for someone you become theirpuppet, they
own you.

Me: When | get enough money | know | will go study.

Sindi: It's not as easy as you think love.Me: We will see about
that.

Sindi: When my client comes | can go with you soyou can see
how this job works.

Me: No it's fine | will wait for my client.

Sindi: If you say so, my client is here see you in themorning.



Me: Okay bye.She climbed into the car and left, | stood
therewaiting for any clients to come but they didn't. Thegirls
kept on leaving till | was left alone, after an hourl decided to go
back to the house where we allstayed.| got into the house and
went straight to my room, lhave my own room | don't know
maybe it's becausel'm still new because everyone else is
sharing. | don't know when | fell asleep but | felt someone
shakingme.

Lady: Wake up there's a meeting in the living room.
Me: I'm still sleeping.

Lady: | see you are new but let me give you advice,when Mam
Lorraine summons us you don't say thatotherwise you will be in
big trouble.

Me: Okay fine I'm coming. | woke up and dragged myself to the
living roomeveryone was there including Sindi.

Mam Lorraine: You can all give me whats mine.They started
giving her money which | didn't have.

Mam Lorraine: Thando where is the money?Me: | didn't get any
client yesterday.l said not even looking at her because | didn't
carebut | felt a hot slap across my face.

Mam Lorraine: No one says that here uyangizwa (doyou hear
me), everyday you go out and come backwith my money.|
nodded.Mam Lorraine: Do you hear me?



Me: Yes.Mam Lorraine: You will be moving in with Sindi shewill
teach you a thing or two and you owe me.She said that and
left.Sindi: | will help you with your things.

Me: Thank you.We took my things to her room and settled in.

My name is Thandolwethu Mdletshe and this is my journey,
stay tuned for more drama, revenge, painand love.Insert onel
didn't eat supper because | didn't bring any money, Ilwasn't
even allowed to the kitchen but Sindi hidsome food for me and
brought it in our room.

Sindi: You should eat something.

Me: I'm not hungry.Sindi: | hardly ate because | was saving for
you andnow you say you not hungry.l didn't reply | just took the
food and ate.

Me: Thank you sis Sindi | don't even know why youare helping
me but I'm grateful.

Sindi: You welcome, | had a little sister and she diedbecause |
failed to protect her.

Me: What happened to her.

Sindi: She killed herself because our step fatherused to rape
her, | should have protected herbecause | knew he was going to
do it to her too.

Me: You mean he did it to you too?



Sindi: Yes too many times to the point where Iwanted him to do
it to me everyday.

Me: I'm so sorry sis Sindi for everything.

Sindi: It's okay, the reason why | say you don't haveto be here
it's because | know you will want to livelike this for the rest of
your life.

Me: One day | will tell you my story and you willunderstand
why | say | don't have anywhere else togo.

Sindi: We just have to make sure that whathappened today
does not happen again becauseMam Lorraine can punish you in
SO many ways.

Me: Did she ever hit you?Sindi: | don't mean to scare you but
she has doneworse than hit me.l swallowed hard | didn't even
know what to says like it's going to get hard each day.

Me: How long did it take for you to get your regularclients?

Sindi: A few months once you get one client and yousatisfy your
client he will tell others so on and so on.

Me: | don't know much about this business but I'mwilling to
learn.

Sindi: You will be fine relax.

Me: Shouldn't we be getting ready for tonight?



Sindi: We don't work on Wednesdays.
Me: On Wednesdays only.

Sindi: Yes only.This is harder than | thought, | don't even think
I'mready for any of this but life is never really aboutwhat you
want. If it was the way | want it to be Iwouldn't is here today
and everything would perfect.

Sindi: | should teach you a thing or two as MamLorraine said.
Me: Okay I'm all ears.

Sindi: If you get a client, you do everything the clientwants even
if you are not comfortable with it someare considerably and do
what you want but mostlythey are not. You don't steal anything
from yourclient, you make sure the money the client gives
youis the money you agreed on. Ask the client if yousatisfied
them or not because they know MamLorraine so they complain
if you don't do what theywant.

Me: This is not going to be easy so if the client hitme what
should I do?

Sindi: Nothing you pretend like it didn't happen.l know I'm
broken on the inside but when sis Sindispeaks you can hear the
pain behind her voice evenif you don't know what pain is. | was
hoping to forgetabout everything that happened to me but it
seemslike I'm going to add more pain by being here.



Me: It's not as easy as | thought but believe me it'sbetter than
where | come from.

Sindi: Was it that bad?
Me: Sis Sindi you don't want to know.

Sindi: Tomorrow | will tell my client to bring one ofhis friends so
you can start working.

Me: Thank you, so what do you think Mam Lorrainewill do to
me since she said | owe her?

Sindi: | don't know Thando all | know is that once shegives you
one of her punishments your life will neverbe the same
again.She said that and disappeared to smoke in thebathroom.
| lie down on my bed and think about mylife.

Years back Mama: Thando | want you to run away from
thishouse and go far away.

Me: No mama | will never leave you.

Mama: This is for your own good, since your fatherdied it's not
the same in this house.

Me: But you are the who brought this man into our

lives.Mama: Thando I'm still your mother you will not talk to
me like that.



Me: But it's true and | live to see you being hiteveryday by the
man you claim to love.

Mama: Things will never change or be the sameagain that's
why | want you to leave this place.

Me: Okay where should | go?

Mama: You will go to your aunt in Joburg.We planned my
departure with my mother and wedidn't tells my stepfather
because he was not goingto agree. Later that day | heard my
motherscreaming and | went to their room, my stepfather was
hitting her as usual but today he had a gun inhis hands. |
pleaded with him to forgive my mother but he didn'tlisten
instead he raped me Infront of my mother,mind you | was still a
virgin after that he shot himself and my mother In front of me
they both diedon the scene. | called my aunt and told her
everything | was happy that she believed mebecause some
people were going to think that | wasthe one who killed
them.After the funeral | went to Joburg with my aunt andher
husband. | did my matric and passed | guess myaunt got tired of
me that's when they started to rapeme with her husband
everytime they had sex theywanted me to join them, my aunt
would use herfingers and toys on me but her husband would
penetrate me. | threatened them about going to thepolice
that's when my aunt started saying | want tokill them like |
killed my mother and stepfather soshe chased me out that's



when | lived on the streetsuntil Mam Lorraine found
me.Present day

Sindi: Thando | have been calling you for a couple ofminutes,
you are even crying what's wrong?

Me: | guess I'm just thinking about my past but it'snothing you
should worry about.

Sindi: Okay you should get some sleep and stop overthinking
you will die young.

Me: | died a long time ago. | said walking to the bathroom to
smoke, yes Ismoke weed it's something that keeps my days
going otherwise | would have lost my mind a longtime
ago.When | get out of the bathroom | find Mam Lorrainein our
room.

Mam Lorraine: I'm here for you wear this. She said giving me a
dress. Mam Lorraine: I'm giving you five minutes to getready
we are going somewhere.

Me: | thought we are not working today.She just looked at me.

Mam Lorraine: Sindi you need to tell this girl aboutme. She said
that and walked out.

Sindi: Your mouth is going to get you into trouble please learn
to respect Mam Lorraine for your owngood because you won't
like what she will do to you.



Me: Okay fine.

Sindi: Be quick | don't know how you will shut up ifyou are this
high.l laughed | was really high but | was scared becausel know
Mam Lorraine wants to teach me a lesson.

Sindi: Just keep quiet and do everything MamLorraine tells you
to do okay.

Me: Yes mam.| don't know what | would do without her.Insert
twoWhen | got to Mam Lorraine she was with a coupleof man
and woman drinking wine, it's really goodbeing her she just sits
around and enjoy money thatthe girls made. | don't think I'm
going to enjoystaying here because | don't like Mam Lorraine
but Idon't have a choice so | think it’s best | just tolerate her.

Mam Lorraine: Go to the bedroom you were usingwhen you
first came here and wait there.

Me: Wait for what exactly? | regretted asking that question.

Me: I'm sorry I'm going to go now. | said leaving them there, |
think | really need to mindmy mouth but the fact that I'm high
does not help.l stayed in the room for almost thirty
minuteswithout anyone coming in, as | was still deep in
mythoughts a group of old man came to the room.When | say
group of man | mean old man, they werealready in their under
garments | think they wantedme to know that it's going to go
down.l closed my eyes and stripped naked.



Man: Not so fast young lady we are still waiting forother
people.l wanted to talk but | decided to shut up because thisis
clear I'm being punished for my big mouth.

The door sprung open and the old ladies that weresitting with
Mam Lorraine entered followed by MamLorraine.

Mam Lorraine: Let the party begin.This brought back all the
events that happened in mypast, | didn't want to experience
this not any timeafter all that happened.There were drinks in
the room so | thought | should just take shots so that | won't
be sober for any ofthis.

Mam Lorraine: No drinks for you | want you toexperience all
this while you are sober so that youwill never mess with me
ever again.At least I'm a bit high but that's not going to help
mein any way. They started touching me and doingeverything
they wanted, there were five man andthree woman including
Mam Lorraine. | cried till my tears became dry and |
surrendered, lallowed them to do everything they wanted to do
tome.

They did all that all night long till it was the morning, | couldn't
even walk properly the pain wasunbearable. | went to our room
and got into ashower, | wanted to wash away all the events
ofyesterday but who was | kidding | can never scrubaway the
pain that has build a home inside my heart.



Sindi: Get out of the shower now you are hurtingyourself.She
picked me up and put me on my bed after dryingmy body.

Me: | just want to sleep me will lotion when | wake up.She nods
and leaves me to drown in my sorrows.

I'm sleeping and | hear them giggling coming to myroom | know
what's about to happen, | quickly wakeup and try to lock my
door but they are already insidethe room.

Them: You think you can control us in our ownhouse, Thando
that's not going to happen and youbetter get used to it you stay
here you pay.

Me: Please | don't like what you are doing to me | can do
anything besides this.

Them: You don't get to tell us what to do, so come.l try running
away but my feet are stuck on the floorSindi: Thando please
wake up its just a dream.l wake up sweating with my heart
pounding, | hate Mam Lorraine she brought back all the
nightmaresthat were buried at the back of my mind. It's
beenlong since | had them but what they did to me yesterday is
what made them come back.

Sindi: What did Mam Lorraine do to you sweetheart.Me: She
took me back into a place of darkness, intoa place | thought |
escaped.

Sindi: You know that | don't understand right?



Me: | hate her sis Sindi.
Sindi: I'm so sorry.

Me: The things they did to me even Mam Lorrainewas
there.Sindi: What do you mean Mam Lorraine was there? Did
she hurt you?

Me: Yes she did, there were three and five man.Sindi: You
mean Mam Lorraine also you know?

Me: Yes her did.l was now crying because | never thought |
would gothrough that again.

Sindi: I'm so sorry Thando.

Me: My aunt and her husband used to do that to mebut | had
convinced my mind that | had forgottenabout it; | took all those
thoughts and shoved themat the back of my mind but
yesterday theyresurfaced in high speed. | went back to
thatdarkness and now | will never bury these thoughts.

Sindi: | don't even know what to say because there'snothing
that | can say to make you feel better but I'mhere for you.l felt
safe in her arms maybe it's because | miss mymother.

Sindi: Go to the kitchen and make some food MamLorraine is
not here, I'm going to go to the mall and Iwill bring you some
ointment to apply down there okay.

Me: Okay thank you.



Sindi: Don't say anything to anyone or do somethingstrange,
the other girls report everything to

MamlLorraine.l nodded, | have found a big sister in her | just
hopeshe never change because you can never know, people
change and they change to hurt the peopleclose to them. |
woke up and wore my gown then headed to the kitchen; some
girls were watching television andsome were sniffing on some
cocaine | wonder ifMam Lorraine is the one supplying them
with drugs. | got to the kitchen and the fridge and all
thecupboards were locked.

Lady: Hey you looking for food?
Me: Yes | didn't eat breakfast.

Lady: This is the first time this happens, | don't knowwhy Mam
Lorraine locked these things because shenever locks them.

Me: Aii its fine | will eat later. Lady: Im Susan by the way.

Me: Thando.l left her there because she seemed like the
talkativetype, she will just annoy me because I'm hungry
andvery angry because | know Mam Lorraine locked allthose
things for me since she saw that | didn't eat breakfast, this is
starting to be personal | don't thinkshe has ever been this harsh
on the other girls.l got into our room and tried sleeping but |
kept onturning and tossing, and the fact that | was
hungrywasn't helping either.



Sindi: Baby I'm back.
Me: I'm hungry sis Sindi | feel like I'm going to die.

Sindi: Don't worry Susan called me and told me thatMam
Lorraine locked everything. She said giving me fried chips, steak
shops andbread.

Sindi: Slow down you are going to choke and die.Me: Did Mam
Lorraine ever locks the cupboards?

Sindi: No she has never done that we are all justshocked.
Me: | guess its part of my punishment.

Sindi: She's being extreme now but eat okay yougoing to be
fine, when you are done | will apply thisointment on your
vagina.The thought of her touching me down there sentchills
down my spine, | don't want any woman totouch me there ever
again.

Sindi: Hey | will never hurt you, if you are not comfortable with
me applying it you can use a mirrorand do it yourself. | guess
she saw that | kind of zoned out when shetold me she will do it
herself.l ate while she went to smoke.l wonder how long will |
stay here? Will | be here foryears like sis Sindi.

Sindi: We need to get you a phone.

Me: With what money?



Sindi: In this business you save for yourself, whenyou have
clients you don't give Mam Lorraine all themoney so that you
will have some pocket money.Me: Won't the client tell Mam
Lorraine?Sindi: The clients we find on the streets are oursunless
Mam Lorraine organised them herself.Me: How will | know she
organised them herself?Sindi: You ask your client they always
tell the truth.As we were speaking there was a knock at the
door.Sindi: Come in.l was surprised to see Susan in our
room.Sindi: Thando Susan is my best friend in this house,she is
the only one | trust so | need you to trust hertoo.Me:
Okay.Susan: We need to get Thando out of here.

Sindi: We can't talk about that here, you know thesewalls have
ears.Me: Do you plan on getting me out of here?l was a bit
excited | can't wait.Susan: Yes but not anytime soon because
peopleare going to be suspicious.Sindi: You don't talk to Susan
like you know herinfront of the girls and you don't talk to me
like youknow me Infront of the girls.I nodded at least | will get
out of here even if it's notnow but someday.Susan: | have to go
now before they start talking, seeyou guys later.Sindi: Okay bye
friend.Me: Do you trust her?Sindi: With my life we have been
through so muchtogether, we came here at the same time and
wehave been friends since then but no one knows weare this
close not even Mam Lorraine.



Me: Thank you for always looking out for me.Sindi: It's okay |
will take a nap now because late it'swork time.She said that
sleeping, | watched her sleep and feltthankful to have someone
like her.l wonder if | will work tonight since I'm in painsmaybe |
will just sleep. | applied the cream and Icouldn't help myself but
cry when | saw how bruisedmy vagina was, it looked scary and
it was swollen.After | finished my food | rolled my joint | needed
asmoke inorder to forget a little about yesterday.l thought
about the cocaine that | saw earlier maybeit does take your
troubles and pain away, | fought thethoughts of craving for it
but they kept on comingback. I'm not going to be a drug addict |
said tomyself but maybe it's the only thing that will makeme do
this job without worry.l smoked my joint and it took me out of
my miseryfor a while.Sindi: You should stop smoking weed.

Me: When did you wake up?Sindi: Just now.Me: Did you ever
use cocaine.Sindi: Don't even think about it Thando.Me: I'm just
asking.Sindi: No | have never used it, you see many girlshere
have died because of that cocaine and MamLorraine just dump
their bodies in dump sites.| wonder why is Mam Lorraine this
cruel but I'm stillthinking about that cocaine.Me: Okay |
promise I'm not going to take the cocaine.Sindi: You better not,
you will not be doing it for mebut for yourself Thando.Me: Yes |
hear you sis Sindi.A message came through her phone.Sindi:
Mam Lorraine is back and she needs us.Me: Can she please
die.We both chuckled and went to the meeting, | know



she is going to say | should go to work even thoughl'm this
bruised. | need to find a coping mechanismswhich can be the
cocaine | don't know.Insert threeAt the Khoza household in the
surbuban area ofDurban.Khoza: I'm so proud of you, you have
really done wellfor yourself.Me: Thank you Baba.Khoza: Your
parents are so proud.Me: | know Baba but | wish they were still
alive.Khoza: Me too but they are looking down on you.lsipho:
It's not fair that our parents died but thatwoman is still
alive.Khoza: No revenge Isi remember every...Isipho: Every dog
has its day | know you have been

saying that ever since they died and you are startingto sound
like a broken record.Me: Isipho apologize now.She just got up
and ran to her room.Khoza: Leave her you know she is still
upset she willcool down.Me: You are too easy on Isi Baba I'm
not going to lether disrespect you like this.Khoza: Just leave her
for now.Me: If you say so but she is not off the hook.Khoza: |
know you are both stubborn just like mybrother, Sbane no
revenge and | mean it.Me: | know Baba.Khoza: When are you
leaving?Me: Friday night.Khoza: Okay you have done very well
for yourselfSbane please don't jeopardize all that.Me: | won't
Bhovungane.

Khoza: Okay I'm going out maybe | will sleep in thehotel | don't
know.Me: Are you going to catch some fish.Khoza: Phuma kimi
Sbani ( Leave me alone).We laughed and he went to the garage



to get his carthen left.l got up and went to Isipho's room.Me:
Knock knock.Isipho: Come in.Me: Why did you talk to Baba like
that?Isipho: I'm sorry bhuti | was just angry.Me: Did Baba kill
our parents?Isipho: Ofcos not.Me: | know you are hurting but
we all are even Bababut that doesn't give you a right to
disrespect elders.Isipho: I'm sorry bhuti | will apologize to
Baba.Me: Okay Angel I'm going on Friday what have
youdecided to do?

Isipho: | will stay here not at Res | can't leave the oldman
alone.Me: Okay that's good.Isipho: | heard you talking to bhuti
Siphesihle theother day are you going to kill her?Me: You
eavesdrop my conversations now?Isipho: No it's not like that
bhuti | was just passingby then | heard you guys talking.Me: |
will do what | have to do Angel, please don'tsay anything to
Baba about any of this.Isipho: Okay promise me you won't die
you will comeback to us.Me: | promise Isipho.lsipho: Can |
please sleep at a friends house today?Me: When you say
friends house you mean yourboyfriend?Isipho: Uhmm..Me:
Why are you shocked | know you have aboyfriend.

Isipho: Bhuti I'm sorry.Me: Don't apologize Angel | know you
are growing up.lsipho: So you don't have a problem that | have
aboyfriend.Me: | do but it's fine, tell him to fetch you here |
wantto meet him.Isipho: But bhuti...Me: No buts.Isipho: | hate
you sometimes.Me: We both know that's not true Angel.l left



her and went to my room called my friends tocome over to the

house, | have to leave with aperfect plan to avenge my parents

death | can't riskgetting caught or getting killed and | can't leave
mylittle sister and Khoza. After a few minutes myfriends arrived
with some beers.TJ: Hey man.Me: Sho sho gents.

Sphe: Are you alone?Me: Isi is not here | saw the way you have
beenlooking at her, you know | will kill you right?Sphe: | don't
know what you are taking about.Sims: Yeah right.Me: Okay let's
drop it for now so did you find him.Sphe: Yes we did everything
is in place.TJ: Are you sure about this man.Me: You know | am,
there's no backing back now.Sims: Good then.Sphe: Uphi
uKhoza?( Where is Khoza).TJ: Busy with some lady I'm sure.Me:
You know him, he will never change.We continued talking while
drinking some beer.Sphe: We need to go to the club man you
are leavingsoon so let's make the best of it.TJ: True man let's

go.

Me: Can we please wait a bit Isiphos boyfriend ispicking her up
so | want us to meet him and talk tohim.Sphe: I'm not going to
meet that jerk he's probablygoing to break her heart.Sims: Why
are getting worked up about this.Sphe: Just leave me alone, I'm
leaving you will allmeet me at the club.Me: If you don't like
Isipho you will stay and prove uswrong.Sphe: Mxm.He said
sitting down, | have been noticing the waythey look at each
other but no friend of mine willdate my sister.We have been



sitting here for a while now, Isiphocomes downstairs with her
overnight bag.lsipho: Hey guys.Them: Hey Angel.Me: Is your
boyfriend here.

Isipho: Yes bhuti he is outside.Me: Tell him to get in.Isipho: But
bhuti...Me: No buts Isi we talked about this.She went out
stomping her feet on the ground, she'sacting childish but she
has a boyfriend.She came back with a white guy that looked a
bit old.Isipho: Brother's meet my boyfriend Nick, Baby theseare
my brother's TJ, Sims, Sphe and Sbani.Nick: Nice to finally meet
you guys.TJ: Ave ngithukile (I'm so shocked).Nick: Sorry
what?Me: Nothing nice to meet you man, you can wait forlsi
outside.We all fist bumped him and he got out.Sims: Ngempela
Angel ( Really).Isipho: What | love him.Sphe: Please tell us when
you have found a real

boyfriend not that white man.Me: Go Isi will see you in the
morning.She left us all shocked.TJ: Well | didn't see that
coming.Me: Neither did I.Sphe: | don't trust him.We looked at
him and laughed.Sims: Even if he was black you were not going
totrust him.Me: All | know is that no friend of mine will date
mysister.Sphe: Yeah yeah let's go.We got into Sims car and
left.I'm Nkosinathi Sbanisamakhoza Khoza born andraised in
Durban, | have a little sister Isipho who llove with my whole life
and then | have Khoza who ismy father's older brother and the
only parent that we



are left with. My parents were killed three years backby a
woman who wanted to marry my father by force,| still
remember that day like it happened now eventhough she did
not pull the trigger but she was theresitting on the couch,
drinking my mother's wine whileher men were raping my
mother Infront of my fatherafter that they shot them while me
and Isi werewatching. It took some time for Isi to be okay and
forme to be okay, all | know is that | will find her andthose man
then kill them all.My friends Siphesihle, TJ, Sims have been
helpingme out with a lot of information so I'm ready to goon
my mission now.Insert fourWe got in the room a little bit later
everyone hadsettled down waiting for us.Mam Lorraine: What
took you guys so long?Sindi: Sorry Mam Lorraine.She said
looking at me | guess | was suppose to say

sorry too.Me: Yes we are sorry Mam Lorraine.l said it like |
meant it but | didn't.Mam Lorraine: Okay fine so today a few of
you aregoing on the streets and some will remain herebecause
I'm hosting some man.She said pointing at those who were
going to staybehind but | wasn't one of them. | was
angrybecause sis Sindi was staying behind, | know MamlLorraine
did it intentionally | wonder what's herproblem with me.We left
the lounge to get ready for the night.Sindi: I'm sorry you are
going on the streets tonight.Me: It's fine sis Sindi it's my
job.Sindi: Are you sure you don't have any personalvendetta



with Mam Lorraine?Me: No | don't even know her.Sindi: She
seems to really hate you.Me: | have noticed.

Sindi: Becareful on the streets tonight please.Me: | will be
careful.We continued getting ready and | left for the streets.|
hoped that | get a client today because | will notstand Mam
Lorraine's punishments they are tortureto me. | waited and
waited until | had lost all hope, Iwas about to go home when a
car stopped Infront ofme.The driver: Hey gorgeous get in.|
didn't ask anything | just got inside the car, he alsodid not say
anything he just drove to a nearby hotel.The driver: Can | get
you a drink or food?Me: Can we get this over and done with
please.He told me he only has few hours so | should makethem
count, | did everything he wanted until it wastime to leave.The
driver: That was amazing thank you, I'm Muzi bythe way.Me:
Thando.

He gave me money and told me he will drop me offat the
house.Muzi: | hope you don't mind?Me: No | don't we can
go.We left the hotel and he left me at the gate, | got inand
went to sleep Sindi was already sleeping.Sbanil don't even
know how | got home last night | was sowasted, | wake up and
all the guys are sleeping nextto me.Me: Guys wake up.TJ: How
did we get here guys?Me: | was also asking myself that
majitha.Sims: | remember requesting an Uber yesterday, weleft



the car at the parking lot.Siphe: Im hungry guys.Me: Go make
food in the kitchen.

TJ: Let's all go make food because | won't be makingfood for
anyone.We all got out of bed and went to the kitchen we
willbath later. There was a smell of food coming fromthe
kitchen, trust Khoza with food he is so good.Khoza: Boys you
are awake?Me: Yebo baba, when did you get home?Khoza:
Yesterday.Siphe: It smells nice in here.Khoza: You boys can sit
down | will serve youbacause | know you are all tired.We
looked at each other the last time he talked likewe ended being
beaten up by him.Sims: Is everything okay tayma?Khoza:
Everything is okay boy.He said that whistling, something is
wrong he can'tbeat us up because we were drunk we are old
mannow.He dished up but we were afraid to eat because you

will know with this old man, but when he ate we allate.Khoza:
Clear the dishes and come let's talk.We washed the dishes and
went to join him in thesitting room.Khoza: So when were you
going to tell that Isi has aboyfriend?Me: You were not here
when he came here yesterday.Sims: And he seems
harmless.Siphe: He is white so I'm sure he will take care of
her.Khoza: First of all Isiphos boyfriend is not white andhe
seems a bit old.TJ: But we met him yesterday, his name is
Nick.He took his tablet and showed us some pictures, Icouldn't
believe my eyes so Isi lied to me.The photos showed her kissing



her black boyfriendand some photos showed the four of them,
her andher boyfriend and her friend and Nick. So Nick is justa
friend | can't believe she fooled us like this.

Sims: We are sorry we really didn't know we will fixthis.Khoza:
Fix it | don't want Isipho near that guy he isugly and old.He said
that standing up and leaving.Me: | can't believe this!I'm so
angry right now.Siphe: Calm down.l looked at him and just
closed my mouth, we wentto freshen up. When we were done
there was aknock on my door.lIsipho: Bhuti I'm back.Me:
Okay.lsipho: Aren't you happy to see me?Sims: Let's go sit
down Angel we need to talk.We all went to sit down.TJ: Who is
your boyfriend?She looked down.

Isipho: You met him yesterday.Me: Isipho Khoza don't fuck with
me.She startled.Siphe: When did you start lying.She started
crying.Me: Isipho sula lezonyembezi(wipe those tears).lsipho:
I'm sorry bhuti.Me: Don't be sorry tell me why did you
lie.Isipho: | knew you were not going to approve
ourrelationship.Sims: Why? Because he is old?She looked down
and kept quiet.Me: Guys please give us some space.They went
outside.lsipho: I'm sorry bhuti.Me: Come sit next to me.She
came.

Me: You know | love you right?She nodded.Me: | will never hurt
you or judge you but Isipho I'mnot going to entertain these
games of yours.Isipho: | just didn't think you will like him.Me:



How old is he?lsipho:32.Me: Isipho I'm 28 years old.She started
crying again.Me: Stop crying you are pissing me off.TJ: Calm
down man.l don't even know when they got here.Me: Tell them
how old is your boyfriend.lsipho: 32.Siphe: What?Sims: Go to
your room Angel we will talk to you later.Isipho: Please don't
hurt him.

Me: Just go Isi I'm so disappointed in you.She left.Siphe: We
need to get this guy we can't let him takeadvantage of
Isipho.Us: Mmmmm.Siphe: Mxm.l don't even know what to say
and the fact that I'mleaving doesn't sit well with me, if Isipho
ismisbehaving now how will it be when I'm gonebecause | know
Baba is always busy with every ladyin this town.Insert five3
months laterl would be lying if | say these past few months
havebeen great because they have been the worst daysof my
life. | have been working really hard and tryingmy best to save
money, Sindi and Susan still have a

plan to get me out of here but it's not comingtogether.Muzi has
been paying Mam Lorraine big money tohave me anytime he
wants, | think they go way backwith her because they are pretty
close. He told MamLorraine he doesn't want to share me with
anyonebut she didn't agree because | still work on thestreets.
Today Muzi is hosting his friends at hisplace and I'm suppose to
be going there with a fewgirls.Sindi: Are you okay? you seem
deeply in thoughts.Me: I'm just tired sis Sindi.Sindi: You know



you don't have to do this if you arenot feeling well.Me: No | will
be fine.Sindi: If you are sure then it's fine, you should talk
toMuzi about our plan he seems like he cares aboutyou maybe
he will help.Me: | don't trust him have you seen how close he
iswith Mam Lorraine.

Sindi: We will never know maybe he can help.Me: No sis Sindi |
don't think so let's just leave it likethis.Sindi: You don't look
okay Thando.Me: | said I'm fine sis Sindi.l said that walking
away, sis Sindi means well | knowthat and I'm grateful but |
don't want her to be introuble because of me, she is so
desperate in savingme and | know it's because she feels
responsible forher little sister's death she wanted to save her
butshe failed.Now she feels like she is failing me too, | have
founda sister and a mother in her | don't want to lose her
Iwould rather work here than let her risk her life.Sindi: Thando
open the door.Me: I'm coming out now.l got out of the
bathroom.Sindi: I'm sorry okay.Me: You don't have to apologize
it's fine, | have to

get ready it's getting late.Sindi: Okay | will make you some
food.Yes we now cook for ourselves Mam Lorrainestopped
providing food for us, she gives us twohundred Rand a month
to buy food | don't even knowwhat can you buy with a two
hundred Rand whathelps us is that we also save for
ourselves.Muzi delivered a dress for me in the morning



that'swhat he does everyday when he wants my services, lwore
the dress | was a bit uncomfortable because itonly covered my
buttocks | know | have been herefor a long time now but I'm
still uncomfortable with alot of things.Sindi: Thando you look
stunning even though thedress is very short.Me: Thank you sis
Sindi | feel very beautiful but I'm abit uncomfortable.Sindi: Just
relax so that you won't feeluncomfortable.She said giving me
my food, | sat down and ate.

Sindi: You have five minutes the other girls arewaiting for
you.Me: | just wish you were coming too.Sindi: You have to
learn to go with other girlsbecause | won't be always here.She
loves saying that, everyday she tells me shewon't be always
here it's like she's dying orsomething.Me: | have to go now, see
you in the morning.Sindi: Be careful and don't do anything you
don'twant.Me: Got you.l said kissing her cheeks.| went to the
other girls and told them our driver isoutside.Muzi has a lot of
money he says he is a businessman but | don't trust him, he
also said that he is notmarried because what he does is
dangerous so hedoesn't want trouble for his family.

| believe there is more to him than being a businessman, the
girls respect me now because the mightyMuzi likes me. When |
asked them what's so specialabout him they just laughed and
thought | was jokingbut | wasn't because | don't know anything



about theguy.Me: Girls we are here let's go inside.They got out
of the car excitedly | wish | could bethem they seem to really
enjoy this.Joburg guys are handsome they are really hot butthe
problem is that they are cruel, | wonder what it'slike to fall in
love | don't think | will ever have thatbecause | hate man and
woman.Muzi: You seem to be far away you have beenstanding
there for a while now.Me: | was waiting for you to come get me
but youwere still busy | suppose.Muzi: You know I'm always
busy come inside theparty is not outside.We both got inside,
there were few people inside the

house very hot gentlemen but they all look shady.Muzi: Can
you tell your girls to entertain my friendsand stop drinking my
alcohol because that's not whythey are here.He said in a deep
scary tone | always knew he wasnot as sweet as he portrays
himself and | knew thata day will come where he will show his
true colours.| told the girls to do what they came here for
andthey did.Things were going well and Muzi was
happybecause his business partners were also happy.Muzi: |
want us to try something new tonightbecause you are starting
to bore me.My jaw dropped | didn't expect him to say that.Me:
Anything you want you are paying after all.Muzi: Have you had
sex with other girls?l swallowed hard.Me: Uhmmm |..

Muzi: A simple yes or no would do.Me: No.Muzi: | guess this
will be your first time.Me: The problem is that I'm not really



comfortablewith that.Muzi: Do | look like | care.Okay whatever
Muzi smoked today it's messing withhis mind, we discussed this
a long time ago.Me: We agreed that | will never sleep with any
girls.Muzi: | make the rules here have you forgotten.Me: Okay
fine can we get down to it.Muzi: Go to my room we will find
you there.l walked to his room and waited as much as | hatethis
but | prefer sleeping with every men thansleeping with girls.He
walked in with a lady | didn't know which meansshe is not
working for Mam Lorraine.Muzi: I'm going to sit down and
watch while you

guys do your thing.l didn't say anything | just stripped
naked.Lady: She looks fresh | think I'm going to enjoy this.Muzi:
| told you to trust me.When she touched me | let my tears
flow.Lady: She doesn't like this Muzi | can't do it.Muzi: She
doesn't have to like it just do anything youwant to her.Lady: No
I'm not traumatising the poor girl I'm donehere.She got off the
bed while she was getting dressedMuzi slapped her so hard
that she fell.Me: Muzi you are hurting her please.Muzi: Shut the
fuck up Thando I'm still coming toyou.He dragged her outside
and locked the door.Muzi: Lie down.l did as instructed and |
have never been hurt like

that Muzi was realising all his stress and anger onme.Muzi:
Don't you ever disrespect me like that you hearme.Me: Yes I'm
sorry.Muzi: Now get up and leave | want to sleep.Me: And the



money.Muzi: Money for what don't fuck with me Thando,get
out.He roared, | always thought Mam Lorraine was cruelbut
Muzi seems just like her that's why they getalong so well.l went
to freshen up in the bathroom and wore mydress, Muzi was
already sleeping | thought aboutstealing his money because he
didn't pay me but Idecided against it | don't want to be in
trouble.Guy: HeyMe: You scared me man what the heck.Guy:
Hey calm down.

Me: Don't touch me.Guy: Are you okay?Me: Yes I'm fine.Guy:
But you are crying.l touched my eyes | didn't even notice that |
wascrying.Guy: Boss told me to drop you off.Me: Okay we can
go.We went outside and got into the car.Guy: So what's your
name?Me: Thandolwethu.Guy: The lady that the boss kicked
out told me whathappened there.Me: It doesn't matter.Guy: It
does, he doesn't have to abuse you like that.Me: It's my
job.Guy: Your job is to do something you don't want?

Me: Just shut the fuck up you don't know anythingabout me or
about my job either.He shrugged his shoulders.Guy: Fine.l know
this guy is new because Muzi had anotherright hand man but
now it's this one.His very hot, dark skinned with a great body
and bigbrown eyes.Guy: You can look at me directly | don't bite
youknow.Me: Mxm, can you please drive a little bit faster.Guy: |
don't want to die im still young.l remembered that Muzi did not



give me any money.Me: Uhmmm.Guy: What?Me: | need money
since your boss didn't pay me.Guy: How much?Me:R2000.

Guy: Okay.Me: Just like that.Guy: Yes not everyone is cruel.Me:
Uhmmm thank you.Guy: We are here.Me: Thank you for
dropping me off, | didn't get yourname.Guy: Some other time
bye.l got off the car and watched him drive, | counted
themoney and there was a note written " WenaUngowam" and
then " | also hate him".Okay maybe he gave it to me by mistake
because itwas in between the money, | will have to give it
backto him when | see him again.l got inside the house and sis
Sindi was still awake.Sindi: You home early?Me: Yes the party
was over early.Sindi: Are you okay?

Me: Yes I'm fine.Sindi: Okay let's sleep then.Me: Goodnight.|
read the note again and slept.Insert sixSindil know you all can
think I'm crazy or what but | reallywant to help Thando, | have
been here long enoughto know that this job can damage you
while you actlike everything is okay. Thando is still young to
behere | want her to do better than me, she can stillheal and go
on with her life.l woke up got ready and wrote Thando a note
thenleft, yesterday night | stole Muzi's number fromThando's
phone | want to talk to him about helpingThando escape this
hole hell.l sent him a message and he agreed that we meet at

a close by cafe but | opted for his house because thecafe was
close to where we stay, Mam Lorraine maysee me or one of the



girls may see me.l took an Uber to his house and it dropped me
offoutside, he is got a really beautiful big house.Muzi: You must
be Sindi let's go inside.Me: Thank you.There was another guy
inside the house a veryhandsome guy.Muzi: | will be back this
guy will keep you company.Me: Okay.The other guy got up and
went to the kitchen.Guy: Here is something to drink.Me: Thank
you.After drinking the drink | felt a bit funny.Me: What did you
do to me?Guy: You are messing up everything.He then lifted
me up then lights out.

Sbanil'm the guy who works for Muzi he doesn't know whol am
but | know everything about him and he trustsme with
everything. When | first came here he hadanother right hand
who betrayed him, he told me tokill him but | did not | told him
to skip the country fora while.He started trusting me after
believing that | killedthat guy.I still remember his face, Muzi is
the one who shotmy parents he was busy laughing and
enjoying everymoment of it. I'm here to get my revenge,
thenthere's Thando my love at first sight yesterday wasnot the
first | was seeing her | have been to theirhouse before. That
woman doesn't remember me atall, the reason why | just
drugged Sindi is becauseshe trusted a wrong guy.Muzi: Where
is Sindi?



Me: She rushed out saying she had to attend tosomething
important.Muzi: Okay maybe she will come back some
othertime, I'm leaving now will see you when | come back.Me:
Should man.l escorted him till he was outside then got back
tothe house, | went to my room then woke Sindi up.Sindi: You
bastard what did you do to me.Me: Hayi kahle idrama
Sindi(Stop being dramatic).Sindi: | need to talk to Muzi it's
important.Me: Are you sure you want to discuss your
businesswith Muzi.Sindi: Yes | trust him and this is not about
me butabout Thando.Me: Does Thando support your idea of
being here?She looked down.Me: She doesn't know you are
here?Sindi: Look she doesn't know but I'm doing all this

for her.Me: Whatever you are doing don't involve Muzi, he
isworking with woman.Sindi: Why should | trust you?Me:
Angishongo ukuthi ngethembe mina (I didn't saytrust me).Sindi:
Okay what should | do now.Me: Tell me why you were
here.Sindi: What if you the who is working for that woman.Me:
Then it's fine you can wait for Muzi he will beback later.| said
attempting to get up.Sindi: Okay please sit down, I'm trying to
helpThando get out of that place and quit that job. Shehas been
here for a short time than | have but shehas been through
things that | haven't experiencedsince | came here. Muzi
seemed to really care for her,she told me she doesn't trust him
but | wanted tohelp her so much that | ignored all that she said.
Ireally want to save her she is still young to be doing



this.Me: | hear you | will try my best to help you, I'm alsohere
on my own terms.Sindi: Thank you so much.Me: You have to go
now and please be careful, know you mean well but don't trust
easily.She called an Uber and went back to the house | justhope
Muzi will not ask that woman about Sindibecause they will hurt
her | know.l miss home so much, uKhoza still doesn't know
whyl'm here he thinks I'm working | know he will find
outeventually but till then I'm not saying anything.Sindil don't
even know the name of the guy who helpedme, | almost
sabotaged everything by talking to Muzi.So this Muzi guy is
working with Mam Lorraine Iwonder what they do together, |
get into the houseand the girls are watching television and
some are

sniffing on some cocaine it's what they do everyday.l don't see
Thando anywhere, when | open my doorshe jumps on me.Me:
Hey I'm back now.Thando: | thought something happened to
you, whydid you talk to Muzi?Me: | didn't some guy there
helped me he told menot to talk to Muzi because he is working
with MamLorraine.Thando: I'm glad | was so worried | thought
you werewith Susan since she is dead | thought you also
died.My mind stopped working for a while.Me: Woaw Thando
slow down what do you meanSusan is dead?Thando: Mam
Lorraine must have found out aboutour plan | don't know sis
Sindi but she is dead,someone pushed her down the stairs.Me:



We are fucked if that woman knows about ourplan then we are
fucked.

Thando: The other girls say that Mam Lorraine triedsleeping
with her but Susan didn't want to so theyfought until she
shoved her down the stairs.Me: Do you believe any of
that?Thando: No | don't.Me: Let's just calm down I'm sure she
doesn't knowanything.Thando: | hope so sis Sindi.Me: Where is
Susan's body?Thando: Some man took her | don't know
where.Me: | hate it here.Thando: Will we be safe sis Sindi?Me:
We will baby.l was saying it to make her feel better but | know
thisis a beginning of trouble, you may never know whatMam
Lorraine knows or don't know.l can't believe Susan is dead, |
don't even know howto feel this is just sad very sad. Susan had
no oneexcept for me now her body is going to be dumped

somewhere.As | was still deep in my thoughts a message
camethrough from Mam Lorraine it said she needs to seeme
soon.My heart skipped a bit.Thando: Are you okay sis Sindi?Me:
Mam Lorraine wants to see me.Thando: God she knows |
swear.Me: Don't worry | will be okay.Insert sevenlsiphoMe:
Baby I'm sorry okay but | didn't do it.Sthe: Don't fuck with me
Isipho.Sthe is my boyfriend he is very manipulative andabusive,
when he started hitting me | wanted to tellmy brother but |
didn't. The fact that I lied and



introduced Nick as my boyfriend is hard because if Ididn't
maybe they would have seen that he isabusive.l have been
tolerating his behaviour for long I'm tirednow.Me: I'm not your
punching bag Sthe.Sthe: What are you going to do? Hit me?Me:
No but I'm ending this relationship.l have been ending iy
everyday but | go back to himKhoza is away on some business,
he would haveseen that I'm not okay by now because | have
lostweight.Sthe: You have been saying that everyday but
I'myour addiction.Me: | mean it Sthe it's over.l half shouted, he
slapped me.Sthe: You don't get to shout at me, uyangizwa
(doyou hear me).Me: | don't want to be in this relationship
anymore.

He looked at me and took off his belt, he beat me upso bad he
was even kicking me after he forcedhimself on me and left
leaving me to die.l crawled to my phone and dialled bhuti
Simsnumber.Sims: Angel.Me: Bhuti help me.Sims: What's going
on and where are you?l dropped the phone and sent him my
location afterthat lights out for me.l woke up and I'm in hospital
| can feel someonepacing up and down.Sims: Sphe can you sit
down.Sphe: How can he hurt her like that?l cleared my throat
and they jumped looking my way.TJ: How are you feeling?Me:
In pain but | will live.Sphe: When did he start hitting you Isipho?

Me: It was the first time today.l lied because | know they will be
pissed.Sphe: Isipho.He has that strong and demanding voice.l



kept quiet.TJ: Talk before we make you talk.Still | kept quiet and
cried.Sims: The doctor told us that it was not the firstbecause
you have so many bruises in your body,Isipho why didn't you
tell us?Me: | thought maybe | was the one who was wrongand
that maybe he was going to change.TJ: Do you know that
woman die in the hands of aman who they thought will change,
do you know thatthey tolerate abuse because their man
manipulatethem into thinking that they hit them because
it'stheir fault. Do you want to fall under that statistic?l nodded
my head no.Sims: We are your brother's we love you and it's
our

job to protect you Angel, Sbani left you in our care.When did
you start lying first you didn't want us tomeet him now you
keep quiet about his abuse.Me: I'm sorry please don't tell
Sbani.Sphe: Okay we won't tell him but you need to tellwhere
to find your boyfriend?Me: | don't know maybe he is at Nick's
house.TJ: Do you know that he raped you? Was it the
firsttime?Me: No it was not.Sims: | thought you were still a
virgin Isipho did hebreak your virginity in your own will?Me: No
he forced himself on me.Sphe: Wathula Isipho (and you kept
quiet)are you outof your mind.He was so angry veins were
popping in his forehead.l just cried | didn't even know what to



say my brotheris going to be do disappointed.Sphe: I'm sorry |
shouted but you should have told us

earlier you know Khoza is going to punish us for allthis and we
have to tell Sbani.Sims: We will come check you later.They left
after few minutes my brother called.Me: Bhuti.Sbani: Are you
okay Angel.Me: I'm fine just a few bruises.Sbani: Why didn't
you tell me?Me: | didn't want to worry you.Sbani: Have |
complained before?l don't like the way he is calm.Me: No Bhuti
I'm sorry.Sbani: Okay speed recovery | love you okay.Me: | love
you too Bhuti.l don't know how to feel after this phone
callbecause | know my brother can come back becauseof this.

Sbanilsipho is kind but not stupid | don't know what
thisboyfriend of hers did to her but for her to hide thiskind of
thing from me says a lot about her. All | knowis that this
boyfriend of hers is going to pay, | can'tleave because I'm still
busy this side but | know myfriends will do something about
this.My phone rings and it's TJ.Me: Found anything yet?TJ: We
found a lot of information about him but theproblem is we
can't find him.Me: What do you mean you can't find him?TJ: It's
like he has disappeared and there are lot ofcases about his
abuse and rape.Me: Keep looking bafo you need to find him
beforehe does this to someone else.TJ: Yeah will do, how are
things that side?Me: There are complications but it's fine.



TJ: Be safe bro we still have to deal with Khoza youknow it's
going to be bad.Me: I'm sorry bros.TJ: Talk later man.Me: Sho
bafo.l wonder what business trip did Khoza go to | don'ttrust
him maybe he knows why I'm here.lI'm worried about Thando |
know Muzi doesn't careabout her he is just using her, | hope |
get to save hersome day.Muzi: Hey man.Me: Sho.Muzi:
Ogrend?Me: Just a headache but | will be fine.Muzi: | need to
go that woman needs to know whySindi was here.Me: Why do
you always do everything she says, youare practically her

puppet.

Muzi: Do you think so.Me: | know so why don't you just sit
down and relax.Muzi: She is my boss but you are right.Me: So
when did you start working for her?Muzi: It's been years we
have done scary thingstogether.l fake chuckled.Me: What kind
of things man | love scary things.Muzi: I'm telling you because
it's you we once wentto Durban and killed people there, there
werechildren and we killed their parents right in front ofthem.|
felt my palms sweating.Me: Don't you feel sorry for those
children?Muzi: No | never feel sorry as long as | get paid.Me:
Yeah that's what a man do.l lied | wanted to shoot him right
away but | have tothread carefully.

Me: Excuse me | will be back.He nodded | went to the toilet and
cried, | was tryingto calm myself down or | will explode from
anger. Ican't believe he feels no remorse for killing ourparents, |



know I'm not a bad person but | feel likekilling his family
too.After | was calm | got back to the lounge.Muzi: Sure you
okay man.Me: Shocase bafo.My phone beeped a message from
Khoza."Get here tomorrow or I'm fetching you myself."Insert
eightAs sis Sindi closes the door I'm left pacing up anddown, I'm
so worried about her what if this womanknows everything. I'm
more scared because Susanis already dead we may never know
why she diedexactly, sis Sindi may also be in danger and she
canbe killed just like that. Mam Lorraine didn't even tellus that
Susan is dead she kept quiet and expected

us to continue working like nothing happened givena chance |
will kill her with my bare hands.| hear the door handle which
means someone iscoming in, | see sis Sindi and run to hug
her.Sindi: Woaw you going to break my bones.Me: I'm sorry I'm
just happy to see you.Sindi: It's been five minutes since |
left.Me: | was just worried that's all so what did she say.Sindi:
Nothing because Muzi didn't come.Me: That's a good thing
right?Sindi:l don't know baby maybe he will come by later.Me: |
just hope he doesn't come.Sindi: Me too but we need to act
fast.Me: No sis Sindi we should drop this before any ofus die,
Susan is dead already and we don't know whymaybe Mam
Lorraine knows everything.Sindi: We will be careful.Me: No |
know you mean well and I'm grateful trust



me | am but this is not good, you have become soobsessed with
saving me that you have forgottenthat Mam Lorraine is
dangerous. | know you feelresponsible for your sister's death
but...Sindi: Leave my sister out of this.Me: It's true sis Sindi it
was not your fault that shedied and it's definitely not your fault
that | am here,stop risking your life for me if | will die then so
be it.Sindi: You are so ungrateful and it's your fault thatSusan
died.Me: Yes you are right it's my fault and I'm sorry thatyour
friend died because of me.Sindi: Thando that came out wrong |
didn't mean it.Me: It's fine | know that's exactly how you
feel.Sindi: Uhmmm Thando...Me: | need some air.Sindi:
Thando.l left her there and walked outside | didn't even
knowwhere | was going. When | was outside | ran, | didn't

know where | was running to but | kept on runninghoping to
escape all my troubles.l heard a loud sound like a car
hooting.Guy: Are you crazy? Are you trying to kill yourself.Me:
I'm sorry | didn't notice | was in the middle of theroad.Guy:
Ofcos you didn't.Me: I'm sorry.Guy: Thando.l looked at him and
it was him the guy that works forMuzi.Guy: Were you really
trying to kill yourself?Me: No but | would be glad if | did.Guy:
Get in let me take you somewhere | see youhave been crying.|
kept quiet and got inside the car, | didn't even askwhere we are
going | just needed to be away fromeverything.



Soft music was playing inside his car, | know | havesaid this
before but this guy is handsome God reallytook his time with
him.Guy: You know staring at a person is rude especiallyif you
have big eyes Thandolwami.Me: It's Thandolwethu and my eyes
are not as big asyours.Guy: You wish, how old are you?Me: I'm
22.Guy: Oh.Seems like he knows that I'm lying because I'm
notreally 22.Guy: And we are here.He says after parking in front
of a hotel.Me: I'm not on duty why didn't you tell me that
youneed my services.Guy: Mxm are you coming or not.Me:
Uhmm Ofcos.

| got out of the car and we went inside, these hotelsare fancy
and always clean.Guy: You can go in and wait for me inside |
will beback.Me: Why?Guy: Just trust me.He left and | sat on the
bed and waited, | wonderhow it's like to be in a relationship
with someonewho loves you dearly and cares for you.Guy: I'm
back.He was carrying food and drinks.Me: You never told me
your name.Guy: Just call me hubby.Me: I'm sure that's not your
name.Guy: It is to you only Thandolwami.l rolled my eyes and
he laughed.Guy: Let's sit down and eat so that you can tell
mewhy you were running.

We ate while laughing and talking, | ended up crying.Guy: Why
are you crying.Me: I'm just not used to being this happy you
know, | just feel free and safe.Guy: I'm glad | make you feel that
way now stopcrying and enjoy the moment.He wiped my tears



with his thumb, his hands aresoft | know what you all think.We
continued talking more and more.Me: You know | had dreams
big dreams | wanted tobe something great, help people who
were raped likel was.l continued telling him everything about
my life fromthe past till now.Guy: I'm so sorry Thandolwami,
come here.l layed on his chest and he comforted me, we
weredisturbed by his phone ringing.Me: Your phone is
ringing.Guy: | know I'm ignoring it, it's my father he wants

me to go home.Me: Just go maybe he needs you, | also wish |
had ahome | wouldn't be here.Guy: Come with me, | know it's
crazy but come withme. | will leave you home then come back
here tofinish my mission.Me: What mission?Guy: It's something
that has to do with your bosslady and Muzi but | can't go into
details right now... lhave to go so are you coming with me.Me:
No | can't leave sis Sindi there but thank you forcarrying.Guy:
Are you sure?Me: Yes | am let's go.We took the snacks and left,
he dropped me off andleft.Sbani

| dropped Thando off and left | had already bookedmy flight
home, | don't feel good about leavingThando here | don't know
why but | have a badfeeling about something. | love her and I'm
going toget her out of there, | can't believe my future wife is
ahooker.My flight departured and after a few hours I'm
inDurban, | told my friends to come get me.Me: Gents.Sphe:
Are you okay?Me: I'm fine.Sims: Why are you back?Me: Don't



tell me you also don't know why I'm here.TJ: No we don't.Me: |
wonder why.We got into the car and then left.Khoza: Boys you
are here.Me: Yes baba.

Khoza: Good how's work Sbani?Me: Great Baba.Khoza: Okay
that's good, | told you to come back soyou can also help us in
finding your sisters boyfriend.Me: | still can't believe Isi didn't
tell us that she wasbeing abused.Khoza: All woman stay hoping
and praying for theirman to change everyday but they end up
dead, | feelresponsible you know, you trusted me to take care
ofyour sister and | failed.Sims: It's not your fault taima, don't
worry we willfind him.Me: Yes somthola Baba( we will find
him).Sphe: We have been searching for him but he
justdisappeared this is frustrating.Khoza: Especially for you
since you like Isi.We all looked at him.Khoza: What?TJ: Nothing
baba.

We all laughed.Khoza: It's the hospital.He said answering a
phone call.Khoza: They are saying Isipho is missing, she
waskidnapped.Me: What? Let's go.We all took our keys and
left.Insert nineWhen | arrived at the house | went straight to
ourroom and sis Sindi was not there, | felt my heartbeating

fast | don't know why. | went to thebathroom and rolled up a
joint then smoked when itwas half way through | heard a knock
at the door.Me: Come in.Lady: Someone is here to fetch



you.Me: Fetch me to where?Lady: Hayi Thando | don't know
just come.

She gave me some attitude then left, | brushed myteeth then
followed her.There was a man waiting for me by the gate.The
man: Are you Thando?Me: Yes | am.The man: Get in the car we
need to go.Me: We need to go where | can't just leave
withsomeone | don't know.The man: You are a hooker you
leave with differentman everyday.Me: Mxm I'm going back
inside.He told me to wait while he took out his phone andmade
a phone call.The man: Here take.Me: Hello.Mam Lorraine: |
sent that man to fetch you | don'thave enough time.Me: okay.

| got in the car then he drove till we got into anabondoned
area.The man: We are here.Me: Why are we in a place like
this?The man: Hey | don't know | just follow orders nowcome
let's go.We walked to the building which looked old and
dirty,when we got inside Mam Lorraine was sitting on acouch
that was situated at the centre of a roomsipping on her
favourite wine.Mam Lorraine: So Thando you think you are
clever?Me: | don't follow.Mam Lorraine: Oh you will dear, come
this side.We went to another room and | couldn't believe
myeyes.Me: Sis Sindi no no.Mam Lorraine: Hold her.She said to
her man, sis Sindi was tied up in chainsand she was beaten up.

Sindi: I'm sorry Thando.Mam Lorraine: So you and Susan tried
to make plansfor her to leave, you out of all people know Sindi



thatonce | take you in you leave in a body bag.Sindi: She
doesn't belong here, she is still young.Mam Lorraine: Well you
are going to die forbetraying me.Me: No please | can do
anything you want don't killher please | beg you.Sindi: Thando
I'm sorry for what | said earlier | didn'tmean it, you are a great
person I'm happy and gladthat | met you. | love you so much
not because youremind me of my little sister but because you
havebecome my sister, take care of yourself and don'tever stop
trying to free yourself from this hell hole.Mam Lorraine laughed
out loud even Muzi was herebehaving like a big boss.Me: |
forgive you and | love you too.Mam Lorraine: Kill Sindi and Muzi
take her to theother room we will keep her there until | find
people

to traffic her.Me: No please don't kill her you can kill me
insteadplease.Mam Lorraine nodded her head then another
guysliced sis Sindi's neck while | watched, her head flewacross
the room. | don't think | will ever be sane afterseeing this, |
screamed while Muzi dragged meoutside.Me: How could you
let her do that | thought youcared for me.Muzi: Care? | don't
care about anyone else besidemyself just stay here you will be
fine.There was a little bed | threw myself on it and criedmy
lungs out, | regretted not leaving with hubby.SbaniWe got to
the hospital running everyone was quite.Me: Nurse nurse.



Nurse: You are miss Khoza's family?Sims: Yes we are.Nurse:
Come this side.We all walked to a ward | guess it was Isipho's
wardthere was a doctor and some securities there.Khoza:
Doctor what's going on.Doctor: We don't know but we found
this note.l took the note and read it."She belongs to me and |
will do whatever | wantwith her".Sphe: What does it say man?I
gave it to him and then it kept on circulating aroundthe
room.TJ: What the heck is this?Khoza: Thanks doctor we will
take care of this.Doctor: We will also help we have contacted
thepolice they are searching for her.Me: Okay doc thanks.

Khoza: Let's go boys.We all left and went back to the house.Me:
What are we going to do?Sims: We need to calm down so that
we can focus.We all settled down and drank some beers.Khoza:
We need to find that white guy he may knowwhere to find this
Psycho.TJ: | need a laptop.Me: | will get it.] went to my room
and got the laptop then went backto the others.Khoza: | need
to contact my old friends.Sims: This is not war tayma.Khoza was
in the military so he is skilled and gotsome resources.Sphe: This
is war.He shouted.Khoza: Are you crying?

We all laughed Sphe was so frustrated, while wewere laughing
my phone rang and it was Muzi.Me: Hey man.Muzi: Are you
okay?Me: Yeah I'm fine how are things there?Muzi: Hectic man
Sindi is dead and that girl Thandois locked up somewhere
waiting to be shipped.Me: Listen man | will call you later | need



to go.Muzi: Sho man.l sighed out loud, how can this happen the
people Icare about are both in trouble.Khoza: Sbani are you
okay.Me: No I'm not.l sat down and burried my head in my
hands andactually cried, for the first time in years | cried.Insert
tenSbani

Khoza: Son talk whats going on?Everyone looked worried
maybe they thought | hadbad news about Isipho.Sphe: Is it
about Isipho?Me: Yes... No eish.TJ: Yini inkinga (what's the
problem).Me: | can't get into deep details right now but
inJoburg | met this girl, | like her a lot the problem isthat she is a
prostitute and now she's in deep trouble.Khoza: Haibo
Sbanisamakhoza were there no othergirls in Joburg.Me: You
don't understand it's not her choice to livethe life she is
living.Sims: So what's the problem exactly maybe we canhelp.l
looked at Khoza because if | explain about how Imet her then
he will know why I'm in Joburg.Khoza: | know everything don't
look at me like that

because angiyi ndawo (I'm not going anywhere).Me: Tayma |
can explain.Khoza: There's no time for that so what happened
tothis girl of yours.| told them everything that has happened
since lwent to Joburg.Khoza: So now you want to risk your life
becauseyou like some girl.Me: Yes baba | do but | can't do that
with Isiphomissing we first need to find her.Sphe: Okay let's go
talk to Nick.Khoza: You boys go | need to go somewhere.We all



left the house and went to that white guy'shouse, when we got
there they were in the sittingroom with Isipho's friend. She is
busy enjoying herlife while her friend is missing.Sims: Nick can
we have a word.Nick: How did you guys get here.TJ: That's not
important right now we need to know

where to find your friend.Nick: Am | his keeper?l punched him
and his girlfriend jumped.Me: You! you are busy licking your
boyfriend whileyour friend is out there missing.Isipho's friend:
Isipho is missing oh my God.She looked shocked for real maybe
she was actingyou can never trust these girls.Sims: So Nick are
you telling us where your friend isor we have to force
you.UMlungu had turned red from being nervous
bloodycoward.Nick: You can all sit down so we can talk.We sat
down and explained what happened.Nick: Look guys | didn't
know he was sick like thatwe are not really best friends but we
hang outtogether there and there only because our
girlfriendsare friends.Me: Do you perhaps know where we can
find him.

Nick: Not really.Sphe: Are you sure man please think
carefully.Nick: | really don't know but maybe if we can go tohis
house we will find something.Isipho's friend: Yes we are willing
to help Bhuti Sbani.TJ: Okay let's go.We all left and went to his
house which was not farfrom Nick's house.When we got there
we searched everything andfound nothing when we were



about to give up Simstold us to come and see.There was a door
which led to a basement.Me: Isipho are you there?l shouted
while entering the room but she was notthere.Sphe: Guys
check this out.There were photos of different girls on the
wallsome looked tortured and some looked dead.

TJ: How sick is this guy.Nick: | think | found something.Me:
What is it?Nick: All these girls in these photos look like
theywere tortured in the same place look at these wallsand the
furniture inside.Sims: Yes and this is not the place.Me: | think if
we find out where this place is then wewill find where he is
keeping Isipho.Isipho's friend: This guy is sick look at this.There
was a photo of Isipho and her friend, herfriend was the next
target after he is done withlsipho.TJ: Look at that bird in the
window.He was pointing at a photo.Nick: Those are rare.TJ: Yes
if we can find where they are found then wecan find the place.

We took the photo then left, when we arrivedhome Khoza was
still not back TJ took his laptopand did his thing.Me: What's
taking so long bafo.TJ: Guys book flights we are going to
Mpumalanga.Me: Can't we drive?Khoza: No you can't Sbani you
are in Durban andMpumalanga is far.Me: When did you get
here.Khoza: Just now | will organise a private jet so wecan
leave, ufunani umlungu lana (What is this whiteman doing
here).Nick: Ngizosiza nam(I'm here to help).We all looked at



him.Khoza: Oh so you speak Zulu.Nick: Yebo Baba.Khoza: | will
make a few calls in the meantime getready.

| can't wait to see my little Angel | hope we find her.Isiphol
don't even know what | saw in this guy why did leven decide to
have a boyfriend, | don't know whybad things happen to us.This
lunatic came to the hospital and kidnapped mel haven't ate
since he says he is not punishing mebecause he likes but
because his mother did it tohim too.Nathi: Hey wake up.Me: |
want to go home.Nathi: And leave me with no one you will
never gohome until I'm done with you.Me: Are you going to kill
me?Nathi: Yes I'm going to kill you | have killed so manywomen
because of what my mother did to me, youare all paying for
her.

Me: What did your mother do exactly?Nathi: You see my
mother resented me soon aftermy father left her, she would
touch me ininappropriate and force me to touch her back.
Shewould make lick her pussy even if she was onperiods, she
hated me with every fibre in her bone.After she was tired of
doing all those things shepimped me out to different man and
they all rapedwhile she was getting money from all my pain,
Ihated her so much and | vowed to make her pay butone day
we woke up and she was dead just like that,she died peacefully
in her sleep without paying forwhat she did to me. How can
God be so unfair shewas not suppose to die peacefully, |



wanted to inflictthe same pain she inflicted on me.l didn't even
know what to say | felt sorry for him Iknow you can think I'm
crazy but it's not his faultthat he turned out this way. I'm not
saying what he isdoing is right but his mother should have
donethings differently for him not to turn out like this.Me: I'm
so sorry you don't deserve anything thathappened to you but
why are you turning out like her.

Nathi: I'm not like that woman.Me: Yes you are, you are exactly
your mother's son.l felt a hot slap across my face.Me: Does that
make you feel better? Just let me go lwill say it was someone
else who kidnapped me andl can help you, you need help not
to go to prisonbecause | know my brother will find me.Nathi: |
don't need help I'm fine and we are leaving infew hours before
your brother finds you.Me: Please don't do this don't let what
your motherdid to you control you.Nathi: You know nothing
about what that woman didto me so shut up.He said leaving
the room | saw it in his eyes the hatehe has for his mother and |
don't blame him | wouldalso feel the same if | experienced
what he wentthrough. He needs help serious help, | hope and
praythat my brother finds me before we leave this place Idon't
even know where we are.Insert eleven

When the sun is out | know it's a new day and whenit gets dark
| know it's night time, no one has cameto check out on me or to
give me food.| feel like I'm losing my mind | can't get



whathappened to sis Sindi out of my mind, for the firsttime
today | get out of this tiny bed and go to thedoor hoping it's not
locked. Lucky for me it's notlocked, | opened it but it only led
me to where sisSindi was killed when | get inside her body is
stillthere. | know there are traumatic things out there butthis,
this takes the cup a body without the head llook across the
room and | don't see sis Sindi's head.| continue checking around
but it's not there wherecould it be, | sit next to her body and
look at her.Me: | don't even know how we got to a point
whereyou die just like that, | have felt lonely and unlovedfor a
long time since my parents died but you, youmade me feel
loved again. I'm sorry sis Sindi youdidn't deserve to die like
that, | brought death in yourlife and | will always blame myself
for what

happened to you.Muzi: It's not your fault you know.I looked at
him, | think he is a bit crazy he likesacting like a good guy but he
is @ monster himself.Muzi: | didn't want any of this to happen
but anythingthat gets me paid | do it.Me: How do you sleep at
night?Muzi: | sleep just fine honey.Me: Why are you
here?Muzi: Just to check up on you, we can never know
Ilthought maybe you escaped.Me: | don't even know where | am
how can | escape,you are such a fool.Muzi: You can call me
whatever you like but nextweek you are going away.l looked at
him and he was smiling seems like he isenjoying this.Me: Can |
ask for a favour?



Muzi: Sure.Me: Can | atleast bury sis Sindi's body.Muzi: And
where are you planning to do that?Me: Even here | don't mind
but her body is becomingvery bad.Muzi: My boys are going to
help you with that.Me: And I'm hungry.Muzi: You also smell
really bad for a cute girl like you.Every time when | want to cry
my tears are not there,ever since sis Sindi died | have not been
crying Iwant to cry but my tears are not there.Muzi: | need to
go now.He took out his phone and called one of his boys.Guy:
Boss.Muzi: Where is that bread.Guy: Here boss.Muzi threw the
bread on me and | catched it fastbecause | was hungry.

Me: This bread is rotten how do you expect me toeat it.Muzi: |
don't know make a plan sweetheart.He turned to his guy and
said...Muzi: Help her bury that body then call me when youare
done | will come get you.He then left me with the guy.Me:
Please help me get out of here.He just looked at me and
dragged sis Sindi's bodyoutside.Guy: Are you coming or not?I
followed him outside and watched him digging

sisSindi's grave.He then threw her body inside the grave.Guy: Is
there anything you want to say.There's so much that | wanted
to say but | had nowords.Me: No.

He finished then we got inside.Me: Don't you have a
conscience?He looked at me.Me: Im not saying feel sorry for
me but please helpme I'm begging you, | have been working
here eventhough | didn't like the job but it is way better



thanbeing shipped away to some country you don't know.Guy:
Okay | don't want any trouble but come let meshow you
something.We walked around and there was a room in the
back.Guy: No one has ever noticed this door so I'm goingto
open it and when the boss comes to fetch you willleave.Me:
Thank you so much.Guy: | wish you the best of luck because
this place isin the middle of nowhere even if you get out, |
don'tknow where you will go because the road is very farfrom
this place but when you get out of here keeprunning.Me: Thank
you, | think your boss is here.

| can't thank this man enough but he helped me a lotl don't
know where | will get the energy to do all thisbut | will do
it.Muzi: Did you bury the body?Me: Yes we did.Muzi: Sure let's
go man and you | want to do somethings to you but you stink.|
looked at him.Muzi: Bye now see you on Monday.l looked
through the window and saw them leaving, Itook the rotten
bread and ate. No matter how bad itis | need the strength to do
this.SbaniOur private jet just took off | feel like it's not movingat
all I just want to hold Isipho in my arms right now.Sphe: Hey
man we going to find her.

| just nodded my head and decided to call Muzi, lknow I'm just
adding my stress but | need to knowhow is Thando.Muzi: Bafo
how's home?Me: All good my man how are things there?Muzi:
Pretty good man, | can't wait for this girl to goshe is going to



bring us so much money.Me: How much did the buyer
offer.Muzi: 3million man.Me: 3 million?l kind of shouted that
part, TJ signalled me to dropthe call.Muzi: Yes man look we will
talk later | need to go.He helped me because | was about to
drop the call.Me:Why did you tell me to drop the call.TJ: | think
| have a plan on how to get your girl back.Me: Okay shoot.TJ:
They want to traffic the girl right?

| nodded.TJ: So just talk to this Muzi guy, tell him that youfound
a buyer who is willing to pay atleast 8 million.Sims: And then
what will happen if they want themoney.TJ: Any of us can
pretend to be the buyer but hewould have to fly overseas so
they won't hesitate toship her. 3 million is a lot but 8 million is a
lot lot ofmoney so they will consider it then we will get yourgirl
back.Sphe: That's a good plan man.Me: It is really but let's first
get Isipho home.Khoza: We are here boys let's go.lsiphol heard
an aeroplane and | hoped those were mybrother's.Me: | told
you to let me go because | knew they

would find me.Nathi: I'm not going to jail.Me: Looks like you
are.He paced up and down then took out his gun.Nathi: I'm not
going to jail for my mother's sins.Me: Nathi you need help.He
pointed the gun in his head.Me: Please no don't shoot yourself
please I'm notgoing to open a case against you, I'm going to
helpyou | promise I'm going to support you because llove you



please Nathi.Nathi: You know Isipho | really loved you, you
werethe first girl that | loved take care of yourself.Me: Nathi
please | love you too we can conquer thisme and you baby
please drop the gun.Nathi: | can never live with what my
mother did tome and what | have to all these other girls also
toyou, I'm sorry | really am.He then pulled the trigger and | saw
his brain fly

across the room, | have never screamed like that.Sbani: Isipho
Isipho!.Me: This side bhuti.l shouted, they got in running.Sbani:
We heard the gun shots oh Angel | thought heshot you.He
hugged me.Me: Please untie me.Sbani: Oh sorry I'm just happy
to see you.Sphe: We are really happy to see you.Me: He killed
himself.Khoza: Good for him because | was going to shoothim
myself.l ran to him and threw myself on him.Khoza: You are
safe now don't cry.Me: It was not his fault you know.He
removed me from his chest.

Khoza: Isipho.Me: | know | sound crazy but it was not his
fault.Sbani: First you don't tell us you are being abusednow you
telling us it was not his fault, what is wrongwith you
Isipho?Sims: Calm down man.Sbani: Don't tell me to calm down
we were worriedsick about you and now you tell us this crap.TJ:
Let's get out of here and burn this place up.Me: Please don't
burn his body can we please buryhim, | know you think I'm
crazy but I'm not he doesn'tdeserve a proper burial | know but |



want to give it tohim. He died feeling unloved so | want to show
himthat what he went through was not his fault.Sbani: That's
not going to happen we are leaving himhere come let's go.l
looked at khoza.Me: Please Baba.Khoza: This is crazy Isipho.

Me: | know Baba but please.He looked at Sbani.Sbani: Don't
look at me I'm not involving myself withthis madness, you
shouldn't have called me to comeand look for her. | left
important things in Joburg tocome and help you now you say
this crap, you will allfind me in the jet.He walked out, | love my
brother so much but | alsoneed to this for my own closure |
can't just let themburn him.Khoza: Let's look for something to
put him in thenwe take him with us.TJ:Really? I'm with Sbani on
this one this is madness.He said leaving, the others helped and
we left.Insert twelveSbanil don't understand Isipho sometimes
it seems like

she is getting out of hand, | wish she was still youngbut now
that she is growing up and doing all thesethings | don't
understand her.She almost died today that boyfriend of hers
couldhave killed her but now he wants us to bury him, Idon't
understand any of this and | don't want tounderstand it then
there's Baba who agrees witheverything that she says.We are
now in the jet with everyone including thisguy's body, seing
that Isipho is safe all | can thinkabout is Thando, | have to do
everything in my powerto save her | can never forgive myself if



anythinghappens to her.Sims: Hey man we are here.I'm even
angry at them how can they allow this tohappen atleast TJ was
on my side.Khoza: | got people to dig a grave in the
cemeteryand | organized a coffin so we can go.lsipho: Can |
clean him up.Khoza: No | got people who are going to do that.

Isipho: Bhuti please come with us.Me: If you don't want us to
have trouble you willleave me alone, gents if you are done with
thismadness please come home | need to go back toJoburg
ASAP.Sims: Sho man.They left me with TJ.TJ: Let's do this call
this guy.l took out my phone and called Muzi.Me: Can we
talk.Muzi: Sho.Me: About that girl | found us a new buyer who
iswilling to pay atleast 8 million.Muzi: What? Are you
serious?Me: Yes man I'm serious and you need to convincethat
woman that this is the best deal.Muzi: Don't worry about that
it's up to me, just makesure that the deal does not go away.

Me: Is the girl ready?Muzi: | will call you after a few minutes
man let mego check the girl out and get her ready.Me: Okay |
will be waiting for your call.TJ: Let's hope this works out for the
best man.Me: | hope so too, | will be back | need to
getsomething.l went to get some weed from my room and
checkedup some cigarettes from Khoza's room.| noticed the
closet was open, | got closer and saw asilver suitcase in the
closet.l got curious and opened the case and | couldn'tbelieve
my eyes.Me: TJ come check this out man.TJ: What man | was



making food I'm hungry.Me: Look at this.TJ: Are those
guns?Me: Yep looks like it.

TJ: Maybe it's nothing, tayma was in the militaryafter all.Me: |
have a bad feeling about this.TJ: You know all these years we
have been friends lhave learnt to trust your gut because it's
always rightso don't worry | will look into it just focus on
gettingyour girl back.Me: Okay if you say so let's go smoke.I
love weed and | believe it's healthy | don't seemyself quitting
it.TJ got the food while | rolled a joint.TJ: You should talk to
Isipho you know find outwhat's going on with her.Me: No man |
don't want to talk to her, Isipho is justdisrespectful and
spoilt.My phone rang.Me: Is she ready?Muzi: No we can't find
her, we have searchedeverywhere for her man she escaped.

| got up and stood by the window Thando fucked up,why didn't
she wait a little longer where will | find hernow.Me: What do
you mean you can't find her.Muzi: My man are still searching
for her but she isgone.Me: Find her.l shouted and TJ whispered
for me to calm down.Me: | mean we can't lose so much money
manplease do your best.Muzi: We will man will call you later.I
threw my phone across the room.TJ: Sbani calm down man we
will find her | promise, just calm down you will get in trouble
with thesepeople. You need to control your emotions
becausethey will get suspicious please.Me: | will try TJ but she



jeopardised everything Idon't think we will ever find her.Khoza:
Find who?

TJ: His girl escaped so our plan will not work unlessthey find
her.Khoza: Stop worrying about someone you don'tknow and
fix things with your sister, you can't bebusy worrying about
some prostitute.Me: What did you just say?Sims: Sbani calm
down.Me: So I'm the one who is suppose to fix things
withlsipho even though she was in the wrong,are you outof
your mind?Khoza: Heey watch your mouth.Me: No you watch
your mouth, | have doneeverything to make you happy and
proud but nowthat | want to do me I'm being labelled as the
badguy.Khoza: | didn't mean it like that.Me: So tell me Khoza
the guns in your room, whatare they for?Khoza: You searched
my things.

Me: Yes | searched your things.Khoza: | can explain.Me: Don't! |
need to go, TJ did you book my flight.TJ: Yes bafo you are
leaving in an hour.Sphe: Why are you angry at us?Khoza left |
don't know where he went | hope hedoesn't bring any danger
in our lives.Me: I'm not angry.l went to my room and took a
shower then packed afew things.Isipho: Can | come in.Me:
Sure.lsipho: I'm sorry Bhuti | don't like it when you areangry at
me, you are my brother and | love you morethan anything in
this world. I'm sorry | didn't tell youthat | was being abused and
I'm sorry about thewhole burial thing but I'm happy I did it



believe me lam at peace. | promise to focus on school from
nowon and | wish you the best of luck on finding your girl.

Me: | love you too Angel but please don't be afraid totalk to me
about anything | will always be here if youneed me.lsipho: |
know Bhuti.We hugged and she left leaving me to get
ready.Me: What's up with the bags guys.Sims: We are also
going with you so we can end this.Me: Are you guys sure about
this?Sphe: Yes we are sure, we are brothers and we helpeach
other out.Me: We can't leave Isipho here and | don't trustKhoza
what if he is into some shady dealings.Sims: We can drop her
off in my house, my mom isthere.Me: And they get along pretty
well.We all agreed then left, we dropped Isipho off thenwe
went to the airport.l got a call from Muzi.

Me: Talk to me.Muzi: We still can't find the girl.Me: I'm in a
flight | will call you when | get there.l drop the call.Me: So guys
what's the plan.Sphe: You must really love this girlMe: | like her
but | also feel sorry for her she'sbeen through a lot.Sims: You
also deserve the best man, so when weget there you will meet
with Muzi while we searcharound the place.TJ: | think it's best if
we don't hide you will say weare your trusted man and that we
are the best whenit comes to searching people, he will believe
youbecause he trusts you.Sphe: Where do you get these great
ideas?T) has always been the smartest one even when wewere
still in school.



Sims: He gets the ideas kulelikhanda lakhe elikhulu( in his big
head).TJ: Yeah right.We continued talking and planning
everything.Me: Sphe you have been smiling on your phone
whoare you chatting with?Sphe: No one hawu.Me: | hope it's
not Isipho because | will kill you.The guys laughed.Sphe:
Mxm.TJ: And we are here tell your friend to send you
thelocation.Me: He sent it a while ago.Sims: Today Muzi dies
we will take care of thewoman later.Sphe: | also agree what
about you Sbani.Me: I'm with you guys let's go.

We arrived at this place it is so far | don't even knowhow they
find it, as soon as we get out of the carMuzi's man point us with
guns.Muzi: Who are these people?Me: These are my men |
trust them and they aregood at what they do, start searching
people.Muzi instruct his men to stand down and startsearching
following my friends.Me: So tell me what happened?Muzi: |
don't know we left Thando here yesterday butthe back door
was not locked so | guess sheescaped.Me: I'm sure she is not
far and where could she gobecause this place is far from the
road and the otherside is just a forest.Muzi: All | know is that
we have to find her, she hadnot eaten for days | mean she can
not run with anempty stomach.He is saying all this without any
sympathy in his face.Me: Can you stay for days without eating?

Muzi: Ofcos not how can you even ask me that.Me: Okay.We
sat down waiting for them to come back.After an hour my



phone rang.Me: Helo.Sphe: We found her but she is
unconscious.Muzi: Put the phone on loud speaker.Me: I'm
putting you on loud speaker.l wanted him to know that Muzi
was also listening.Sphe: We can't find the girl, we have
lookedeverywhere but we can't find her.Me: Okay man
sure.Muzi: What do we do now?| looked at him | want to shoot
him but | don't wantany blood in my hands, | think | need
another planbecause atleast now | have got Thando.Me: We go
I'm sure we will get another girl, | came tohelp | still need to go
home.

Muzi: Thanks man for coming.Muzi left first with his men.Sims:
Why did you change your mind about killingthe guy?Me: I'm
not a killer but he will die one way or another.TJ came with
Thando, he was carrying her.Sphe: We need to get her to the
hospital.Me: Let's go.Thando looked pale with cracked lips and
she smeltreally bad, we rushed her to the hospital.Insert
thirteenSbaniWe decided not to take Thando to the hospital
inJoburg and took a flight back to Durban becausethey may
decide to search for her in hospitalsaround Joburg. We just
landed in Durban and we are

now going to the hospital, | carry her inside theyattend to her
immediately.Sphe: She is going to be fine man don't worry
atleastnow we are out of Joburg.TJ: Yeah atleast but we need
to go back there andfinish the mission soon.Me: I'm just glad



she is safe and guys thank you.Sims: We got your back that's
what brothers are for.We waited for a few minutes then the
nurse calledus.TJ: You can go man we will wait for you here.l
left and went to Thando's ward.Me: Doc how is she?Doc: She's
fine just a bit dehydrated and she's needsto eat seems like it's
been a while since she ate, asyou can see she is still sleeping
but will wake upanytime.Me: Thanks doc.The doctor left and |
sat down looking at Thando,

she is beautiful | can't believe she went through somuch pain at
such a young age.Thando: Someone once said "staring is
rudeespecially if you have big eyes".Me: Thando you are
awake.Thando: Yes where am I.Me: You are in hospital in
Durban.Thando: How did | get here all | remember is tryingto
run away, how did you find me?Me: That's not important right
now what's importantis that you are safe.Thando: | don't even
know how to thank you, thankyou so much.Me: It's only a
pleasure Thandolwam.Thando: So are you going to tell me your
name now.Me: Not yet just keep calling me hubby.Thando:
Okay hubby I'm hungry.Me: | bet you are | will send one of my
friends to buy

you something to eat while | go talk to the doctor.Thando:
Thank you.l walked out and told my friends to go get some
food.Me: Doc do you have a minute.Doc: Ofcos you can come
in.Me: So when will you discharge her.Doc: | will keep her



overnight you can come fetch hertomorrow around 10.Me:
Okay thank you doc so there are no otherdamages right?Doc:
No damages.Me: Uhmm no STls or any other diseases.Doc: No
she is totally clean.Me: Okay doc thanks once again.Doc: Just
doing my job.l walked out of the doctors office and went
toThando's ward, the guys were already in the wardlaughing
and talking.

Me: | see you have met these monkeys.Thando: Yes |
have.Sims: So you are also agreeing that we are
monkeys.Thando: Me Uhmm no.TJ: What are you saying
beautiful?Me: Beautiful? Hayi hayi TJ.Sphe: Are you jealous.Me:
Mxm just leave guys.Thando: No guys stay you are cool.Sims:
Did you hear that we are cool.We continued talking while
eating seems like wewere all hungry and Thando is getting
along wellwith my friends.Me: I'm afraid we have to love and
leave you now Iwill come fetch you tomorrow.Thando: Okay
goodnight guys.We all left we were all just tired so we decided
to justgo home and sleep, | will fetch Isipho tomorrow.

TJ: Sbani vuka hawu(wake up).Me: Don't tell me it's morning
already.TJ: Yes it's 8 o'clock.Me: No man it can't be let me sleep
for a fewminutes | will be up just now.Sims: You know if we let
you sleep you can wake uptomorrow.Me: Okay I'm up.l woke
up and took a shower then went downstairs.Me: Guys you are
eating cereal.Sphe: Well we were lazy to make breakfast.Me:



I'm not eating cereal | will grab something onour way to Sims
house.TJ and Sphe have no family it's only us and Sims hasa
mother only, his father died when he was stillyoung, so his
mother is our mother as Khoza is theonly father we all have.
We have become one bigfamily and I'm glad | have them.

Sims: | tried calling Isipho | wanted to tell her to getready we
will come fetch her but she is not pickingup.Sphe: You seem like
you are panicking why?Sims: | tried calling mom yesterday she
did not pickup something is not right.Me: Let's go.l didn't want
to overthink anything because I'm goingto lose my mind, seems
like we won't find peaceanytime soon.In a few minutes we
were there we all got out of thecar and ran inside.Me: Isipho,
mamzo.Sims: They are not in here.Sphe: | have checked
everywhere they are not here.TJ: And their phones are here so |
can't trace them.Me: Guys there's a note here and it's
addressed toKhoza.Sims: Why? What the heck is going on?

Sphe: Let's all calm down, we first need to findKkhoza and find
out what's going on.TJ: Yeah | will contact him in the meantime
Sbani goto the hospital and fetch Thando.Me: Okay | will find
you guys here.If you can ask me whats going on through my
mindright now | don't know, | can't imagine how Isipho isfeeling
right now after all that she went through andthen this happens.
| wonder what Khoza got himselfinto because now it's affecting
all of us, | just hopeit's not about those guns and he must pray



that wefind Isipho alive because if not | don't know what Iwill
do to him.l passed by the mall and got Thando some clothesI'm
now in hospital.Me: | see you are waiting for me.Thando: Yes
the doctor told me to wait.Me: You can change | will wait for
you outside.l gave her clothes and got out, I'm really not in
themood for chitchats today.

She came out | can't lie she was looking so beautiful.Thando:
I'm ready we can go the doctor gave me thisand told me to pass
by the pharmacy and get these.Me: Okay let's go.Thando: Are
you okay?Me: Yes I'm fine.We passed by the pharmacy and
went to the car, Iplayed music because | didn't want to
talk.Thando: Are you sure you okay?Me: Thando
please.Thando: Okay | will keep quiet.l drove to Sims house and
Khoza's car was outside.Me: And we are here we can go
inside.Thando: Hey guys.Sphe: Hey Thando you good?Thando:
I'm okay.No one was in the mood and Thando saw that soshe
kept quiet.

Me: So any news.Sims: Khoza is still making some calls in the
otherroom.Me: Does he know anything about this.Sphe: He
knows everything about this.Sims: Sorry Thando our mother
and sister aremissing so our minds are all over the
place.Thando: What? Hubby why didn't you tell me?Sims:
Hubby?Thando: He told me to call him that because |



don'tknow his name.Me: TJ what's going on?TJ: I'm trying to
find them with the informationKhoza gave me.Khoza came back
to the room.Khoza: Son | know you are angry but | don't how
thishappened.Me: What's going on tayma?

Khoza: So | once smuggled guns to Brazil it was justa once of
thing so some high profile people foundout, they told me to
smuggle guns for them if notthey will report me so I did. | was
in the military I'mrespected and | respect the law so | didn't
want to goto jail hence | agreed, | told them | wanted out
butthey refused the guns you saw in my closet | wasgoing to
return them back to those people but theysaid | must smuggle
them or give them the moneythey were going to get from the
guns.Me: So you refused?Khoza: Yes | refused and they took
your sister andmamzo.Me: | don't understand | mean you have
all themoney and | take care of you, why did you
becomegreedy?Khoza: | don't know I'm sorry son.TJ: Guys
come check this out these people sent avideo.There was a
video showing Isipho and mamzo tiedup in chairs.

Khoza: | think | know where this place is.Sims: Let's go
them.Me: We can't leave Thando here.Sphe: Then let's go with
her.We all ran to our cars and left.Insert fourteenFew days
laterWe found hubby's sister and their mother and theyare
back home safe, | have been getting along verywell with
everyone even though | feel like I'm aburden. | don't know how



long | will stay here maybethey are tired or they will get tired of
me one day.lsipho doesn't like me that much | don't know
maybel'm quick to judge, it's still awkward in the housebecause
hubby is upset.lsipho: Do you want to share what's on your
mind.

Me: | would rather not.lsipho: Im a good listener you know.Me:
I'm fine | just wonder how my life will turn outfrom now
on.lsipho: My brother loves you so I'm sure you will stayhere
for a little while.Me: It's not like | have anywhere else to
go.lsipho: Did you finish matric?Me: Yes | did.Isipho: You know
what | will try and apply for you inUKZN because | study there
then you can study nextyear.Okay why is she being nice.lsipho:
Maybe you are wondering why I'm being nice,l don't hate you
Thando it's just that everyone hasbeen in a bad space recently.
| was kidnapped twotimes in a row and it's been very bad, |
disappointedmy brother and he feels betrayed by Khoza so
it'sbeen really bad.

Me: I'm sorry babe your brother will come around heis a good
person.lsipho: He is indeed his birthday is coming up | needyour
help.Me: Okay | will help you.Hubby entered the room.lIsipho:
Let me excuse myself will see you laterThando.Me: Hey are you
okay?Sbani: | guess.Me: How do you really feel talking
helps.Sbani: So many things happened within a smallperiod of



time, my sister was abused and she buriedthe guy who almost
killed her. And then Khoza Idon't know what his problem is
because he haseverything he needs, | feel like I'm the eldest
hereand it's weighing me down.Me: I'm sorry | don't even know
what to say but beglad your sister is back and Khoza wants to
makethings right, don't shut them out especially your

sister she loves you and it seems like she learnt
herlesson.Sbani: Thank you | will try, | wanted to talk to
youabout something.Me: Sho.Sbani: | have organised therapy
for you and Isipho,you need to talk about what happened to
you so youcan move on.Me: | don't know.Sbani: It's not up for
debate you will go and | willmonitor your every move.Me: Okay
uhmmm what about Joburg?Sbani: What about it?Me: When
are we getting our revenge?Sbani: We? Who is we?This guy is
kind of scary.Me: Please don't do that.Sbani: Do what?

Me: That scary face.He laughed, gosh he's handsome.Sbani:
You think I'm handsome?Me: Did | say that out loud?Sbani:Yes
you did.l was so embarrassed.Sbani: Don't be embarrassed it's
not a crime to sayyour hubby is handsome.Me: Mxm you are so
full of yourself.Sbani: Get ready we are going out the guys
arealready here.Me: Is TJ here?His eyes popped out.Sbani:
Don't start with me Thandolwam.Me: I'm joking.Sbani: It's not
funny Thando.Haibo this guy he was actually pissed he left
thenlsipho entered.



Isipho: | brought you something to wear, why is heso angry.Me:
He told me the guys are here then | asked him ifTJ was here or
not.Isipho laughed.lIsipho: | see you want to kill my brother but
| don'tblame you have you seen how hot they are.Me: They are
extra hot .We continued talking while | got ready Isipho
wasalready dressed up, I'm trying by all means to feelsafe and
forget about a lot of things but it's hard. Ithink about sis Sindi
everyday | may act like I'm finebut | want to go back to Joburg
and kill mamLorraine.lsipho: You look beautiful Thando.Me:
Thank you, you also look great.Sbani: Girls lets go.We went
downstairs and the guys whistled.Sims: Damn Thando is that
you?

Me: Yes it's me.l said turning around.Sphe: You look good
Isipho.Isipho: Thank you atleast someone noticed.You can not
miss the spark between Isipho andSphe | wonder how wiill
hubby react if they date, theywould look really cute together
but | doubt hubby willallow that he seems really strict.Sbani:
Are we going or not?TJ: Hay man you are really grumpy these
days why?He just kept quiet we all followed him to the
car.SbaniThando looks really good and the guys are allenjoying
her company | just don't want them aroundher especially TJ
since Thando asked about him I'muncomfortable.

And then there's Sphe and Isipho | don't know whythey keep
looking at each other like that becausethey will never be an



item.Thando: Come on cheer up you are really killing
ourspirit.Me: | don't feel fine to be honest | don't know
maybel'm coming down with flue.l have been feeling very
weird these past few days Idon't know what's wrong with
me.Thando: Maybe you should see a doctor.Me: Yeah maybe |
should, you look beautiful by theway.Thando: Thank you hubby
you don't look badyourself.Me: Thank you wifey.Sims: Enough
you two let's go eat I'm famished.Sphe: Let's try out the
shisanyama down the road.Isipho: Let's go already.We all left
and got to the place.

Me: This place looks | don't know dirty.TJ: Yoh we are going to
die of hunger because ofyou and being a neat freak.Thando:
Let's go eat somewhere else then.lsipho: Spur then.Sphe: Yes
let's go.We all followed each other | wanted to laugh at
thembecause they were so hungry.We settled down and
ordered.Thando: It's him.Me: Who?Thando: It's him.Me:
Thando calm down who are you seing?She got up from her seat
and jumped at a man thatwas also in the restaurant.Thando:
You?lsipho: Thando please calm down.Man: Do | know you?

Thando: Is this some kind of a joke after all thethings you did to
me.Me: Excuse me sir I'm sorry she must be
mistaken,Thandolwam come let's get some air.We went
outside and went to the car.Me: Are you calm now.Thando: Yes
| am.Me: Who was that?Thando: My uncle you know the one



who used toabuse me that was him.Me: | think he didn't
recognise you but please nexttime try to calm down and handle
things differentlyokay.Thando: Okay.Me: Let's go
inside.Thando: No | don't want go back in there but you cango
back I will wait in the car.Me: | will go get our food then call an
Uber so we canleave.

She nodded it seems like there are many demonsshe still needs
to face.Insert fifteenSbaniOur Uber arrived and we went home,
when we gotthere Khoza was not in the house so we
settleddown.Me: Are you okay now?Thando: Yes I'm fine I'm
sorry about what happenedearlier.Me: No it's fine but you need
to control yourselfThando because your past is still going to
haunt youuntil you confront it and move on.Thando: | know it's
just that | never thought | wouldsee him again | had this hope
that maybe they died.Me: Now that you know what do you
want to doabout it.

Thando: | want to pay them a visit but not nowatleast when |
feel ready.Me: That's fine therapy is the first step.Thando:
Thank you, are you okay? You have beenflinching like you are in
pains.To say the truth | have been in pains and | alwaysfeel an
urge to pee all the time, my urine is a bitdarker than usual.Me: |
have been feeling some pains in my lowerabdomen but | will be
fine.Thando: Let me get you some water maybe yourkidneys



are dehydrated.She got up and went to the kitchen | can't lie
the painis really there it can't be that my kidneys have
aproblem or can it?Thando: Here drink you will feel better.l
drank the water and Thando finished her food thatwe bought
at spur.Thando: Are you not hungry?

Me: No | have no appetite.Thando: But hubby you didn't
eat.Me: I'm fine | will eat later okay.Thando: Okay.Me: Come
give me a kiss.l thought she was going to hesitate but she
didn't.Me: Ouchh.Thando: You are in pain why are you
groaning?Me: I'm going to be fine.We continued kissing when it
started heating up Ipulled out.Me: | love you but | want you to
completely heal firstbefore we persuade anything serious but if
you feellike you are ready or maybe if you want to talk to mein
order to heal it's fine | will always be here.Thando: Thank you |
love you too.Me: | need to go to Joburg this week.Thando:
Don't you think it's dangerous maybe they

have figured out who you are.Me: | don't care | need to do this
for my parents andfor my sister.Thando: | also hate them
especially Mam Lorraineand given a chance maybe | would kill
her but babedo you really want their blood in your hands.Me:
Let's not talk about this Thandolwam please.She lifted my t-
shirt up.Thando: Where is your pain exactly?Me: Just around
here.She looked at me for a longest time and keptrounding her



fingers around my birth mark.Me: Thando.She jumped.Thando:
Sorry uhmmm this birth mark | think | haveseen it before.Me:
That's not possible because my father told methat only males
around my family have this birthmark. My grandfather and his
sons, which means it's

only Khoza and | who are left with it.Thando: | don't know but
I'm sure | have seen itbefore | just don't remember where.l
thought about what Thando was saying andwondered where
she has seen this birth mark,maybe Khoza once went to Joburg
and they had sex.| know Khoza sometimes sleeps with hookers
no,nol hope it's not true.Me: Maybe you will remember one
day so what areyour plans since you are now free to do
whateveryou want.Thando: Isipho said she will apply for me in
herschool then | go back next year, the problem is thatmy
documents are still in Joburg.Me: Eish | will see what | do about
that.Thando: Okay but please don't put your life in danger.l
pulled her close to me and kissed her I'm becomingaddicted to
her lips they are soft.Isipho: Get a room guys.Me: Mxm why are
you guys back?

Sphe: Aibo were we suppose to stay at the mall forthe rest of
the day.Me: Whatever man, are you guys okay because lwant
us to go somewhere.Sims: Let's go so Isipho are you going to

fetchmamzo she said she's sleeping this side today.lIsipho: Yes
Bhuti | will. Me: See you guys later.l wanted to tell the guys to



accompany me to thedoctor I'm really in pain.TJ: So where do
you want us to go muntu kaThando.Me: The doctor.They all
looked at me.Them: Why? Ogrend ntwana?Me: Woaw I'm
fine.Sims: You can't tell us to drive to the doctor and tellus you
are fine at the same time.Me: Can we just go.

Sphe: You are worrying us.l kept quiet and TJ drove very fast,
we got to thedoctor.Doc: Majitha how can | help you?Shawn is
our doctor and we are friends.Sphe: This moron here is sick and
he doesn't want totell us what's going on.Doc: You know Sbani
and being stubborn but for thefact that he came here means he
is really in pain,talk to me.l explained everything to him.Doc: So
do you feel pains on the both sides of yourkidneys or just
one.Me: Both sides and as you can see it's a bit swollen.I said
lifting my t-shirt up.Doc: This can't be good you should have
camesooner Sbhani, this means you may have kidneyinfections
or kidney disease | will have to do sometests today and see
what's wrong.

He did his thing the way the guys were looking at mel know
they will attack me for being quite.Doc: | will take these to the
lab and | will give yousome medication to take for now, excuse
me for asecond.He left.Sims: When did you start experience
pain.Me: Guys that's not important.TJ: That's not important to
who Sbanisamakhoza?Okay when he calls me that it means he
is pissed.Sphe: How many times have we told you to stopacting



tough but no you still do it.Doc: I'm back.You he actually saved
me from all the lecture.Doc: Take this don't drink it everyday
only when youexperience pain, come back Friday for your
testresults.Me: Okay thanks Shawn my man.

Doc: If you experience severe pain before Fridayplease rush
here.lf only he knew that I'm in deep pain even now but Idon't
like feeling helpless.Sphe: We will make sure we monitor him,
manthanks once againDoc: Alright see you guys on Friday.We
went to the car.TJ: Are you sure you not in deep pain because
youcan't even walk properly Sbani.Me: I'm sorry | didn't tell you
guys but | thought thepain would go away and I'm fine right
now trust me.Sims: Okay let's go then.l nodded and TJ drove.l
can't be sick right now [ still need to fix a lot ofthings | pray and
hope that | won't be diagnosed withany disease | hate being
sick.Muzi

You guys know me already even though you don'tknow me at a
personal level but you know | lovemoney more than anything
else in this world.l don't have any family atleast not that | know
off, mymother died a long time ago without even telling
mewho my father is. | have done so many bad things inmy life
but trust me I'm a good person sometimes lamaze myself when
| feel sorry for a person, | gotinvolved with Mam Lorraine a long
time ago | oncekilled a family | know you guys already know
aboutthat.I'm now on my way to Mam Lorraine's house | got



acall that there was a shooting there, we tried lookingfor
Thando but it's like she vanished into thin air. Ireally liked her if
only I didn't listen to that womanshe would still be here, I'm
not a person who lovesquickly but there was something about
Thando thatattracted me to her. | hope one day maybe when
Ihave changed my ways | will find her if she is stillalive and try
to fix things.

| arrive at Mam Lorraine's house and rush to herroom jumping
bodies all the way up, | hope whoeverdid this won't come for
me.Me: What happened here.Mam Lorraine: Muzi come
closer.Me: What's going on are you shot? We need to rushyou
to the hospital.Mam Lorraine: No.Me: What do you mean no?
You are shot.Mam Lorraine: Just shut up and listen.l nodded my
head and sat next to her as she washolding my hand.Mam
Lorraine: Your mother was my younger sistershe fell in love
with your father but when she gotpregnant your father had
already returned to worksince he was in the military, they loved
each andyour father wanted to marry her but he was
alwaysbusy. Your mother did not get the chance to tell
yourfather about her pregnancy because | advised hernot to, |
did that because | was jealous of their love.

Your father never came back till your mother gavebirth, when
he came back | told your mother not totell him that she was
pregnant and she gave birth toyou. | liked your father's brother



but he rejected meso many times, when you were still young |
poisonedyour mother and she died, then you grew up
andbecame the man you are today. The people | madeyou
shoot in Durban were your family I'm so sorryMuzi please one
day find it in your heart to forgiveme, your father is still alive he
was here he is the onewho shot me and | told him
everything.My head was spinning | didn't even know what to
say,if it was you what were you going to say? What doyou say
when someone says things like this, how doyou react.My hands
were trembling.Mam Lorraine: They will forgive you | told your
fatherthe truth that | have been using muti on you in orderto
do all the things you were doing, you are a goodguy just like all
the Khoza men I'm sorry son.l took out my gun and shot her, |
shot her until my

bullets were finished. | hate her so much why didntshe just die
without telling me all these things,maybe | should just kill
myself. | have a father whonever knew about me, this woman
was controlingme using umuti this means | was like a zombie or
lam a zombie.l don't cry | didn't even know | had tears till
today, Icried so much and screamed. | went to my car tookout
petrol and burned the whole house down with allthe people
inside. | felt like | was out of breath, | gotinto my car and drove
away to my mother's grave.Insert sixteenNarratedMuzi kept
driving around until he was at his mother'sgrave, he parked his



car and got out tears streamingdown his face.He kneeled
down.Muzi: Mama.

That's the only thing that came out of his mouth, hesat down
and layed his face on the grave there's somuch he wanted to
say but words failed him. Hismother was everything to him she
was the only thingthat mattered he felt like Mam Lorraine
loved himbut after what she told him, he realised she never
didand the fact that she was the one who killed hismother was
killing him inside.Muzi: I'm so sorry mama.He got up and got
back to his car and went to hishouse, he didn't know Sbani is a
Khoza so he tookout his phone and called him.Muzi: Hey
man.Sbani: Howzit.Muzi: Good man listen | need a
favour.Sbani: Shoot.Muzi: | need to come to Durban and sort
somethings out.Sbani: Okay it's fine, are things good
there?Muzi: No Mam Lorraine died today things are a mess

man.Sbani: That sounds hectic man | will hear from youwhen
you are this side.Muzi: Sho man thanks.Sbani: Correct.Muzi
wasn't sure on how to feel about wanting tomeet his family and
the fact that he was the onewho killed some of the family
members killed himbut he was hoping that they forgive him,
what hedidn't know is that Sbani is the child of those peoplehe
killed and that they are cousins.On the other side Isipho and
Thando went to see atherapist today.lsipho: | don't know how
you want us to do it maybeyou go first or what?They were now



in the doctors building.Thando: If you don't mind it's fine we
can get insidetogether.

They agreed and they got inside the doctors office.Dr Williams:
You can all sit down and be comfortable,you can sit on the
couch or the floor wherever youare comfortable.lsipho sat on
the couch and Thando sat downbetween Isipho's legs.Dr
Williams: I'm Dr Williams and | will be yourtherapist from now
on, are you guys sure that youare comfortable with each other
on the same room.They both agreed.Dr Williams: Okay so let's
begin, whoever wants tostart can start.Isipho: | will start if
that's fine.Thando and the doctor nodded.Isipho: | think the
problem started when | datedNathi he was loving and
handsome what attractedme to him is the fact that he made
me laugh, | reallyloved the fact that | was always happy and
freearound him.Dr Williams: Why did he change.

Isipho: | don't know really at first | thought | wasdoing
something wrong but then | realized it hadnothing to do with
me, when he first hit me lapologized because | thought it was
my faultbecause he told me | made him do it.Dr Williams: What
contributed to him hitting you.lsipho: | hugged my high school
friend who was aguy in the mall then when we got to his house
hetold me to never disrespect him like that then he hitme, then
everything | did that he didn't like he wouldhit me and tell me it
was my fault. | actually believedhim because | let him control



me, | was no longerinlove with him because | was afraid of
him.Dr Williams: Why didn't you leave?Isipho: Because every
time | tried to leave heconvinced me not to, he actually
convinced me that Istill loved him and | believed him even
though therewas something inside me that told me he
wasmanipulating me but | stayed anyway.Dr Williams: Did you
tell anyone about this?Isipho: No | didn't and the reason is that
| believed it

was all my fault so | thought if | told anyone else thatperson
would blame me too.Isipho was now crying and Thando was
also crying.Dr Williams: | think we will have to
continuetomorrow that's enough for today but | want toassure
you Isi that it was never your fault, mostabusive man are
manipulative and they make you dowhatever they want. Most
women stay hoping thingswill eventually get better some stay
because theybelieve it's their fault. That's why we have
womanwho die everyday in the hands of man who onceclaimed
to love them.They nodded and prepared to leave.Sbani
received a call from his doctor and rushedthere alone because
he didn't want his family toknow what was wrong.Dr: Sbani my
man.Sbani: Shawn what's up.Dr: | see you came alone today.

Sbani nodded but Shawn knew that he came alonebecause he
was afraid of the results and didn't wanthis family to know.Dr:
Okay let's go to my office.They followed each other to Shawn's



office.Sbani: So what do you have for me?Dr: I'm afraid it's bad
news Sbani.Sbani: Just tell me already.Dr: You have a kidney
disease your kidneys arefailing and the bad thing about it is that
both of themare failing.Sbani: What does that mean.Dr: It
means we have to get a donor for you as soonas possible
because your kidneys are failing and it'sbad man, | will transfer
you to the hospital and wetake it from there.Sbani: | must go to
the hospital now?Dr: | can give you two days to maybe get a
secondopinion and tell your family.

Sbani: Thanks man | need to go.Dr: Sbani.He got up and left,
Shawn took out his phone andcalled Sphe to tell him everything
because he knewSbani was not going to say anything to
them.Insert seventeenWe were all just chilling in the house
only hubby andSphe were not here even Khoza was here, |
neverthought that one day | would be part of a big lovingfamily
like this one. They have their problems but Ithink every family
experience problems there andthere.We going back to a
therapist tomorrow and | can'twait after hearing Isipho talking
like that pouring herheart out made me want to tell my
story.Khoza was discussing something with the guys andit
looked serious, | was just missing hubby he left awhile ago and
he hasn't returned home. Sims motheris a great person and she
is trying so hard to be there for all of us, she is just great.Sphe
came to the house running he closed the doorbehind him and
looked around then ran to hubby'sroom.Mamzo: Hayi Sphesihle



what's wrong?Sphe: Where is Sbani?Everyone stopped
everything they were doing andlooked at him.TJ: What's going
on? Sbani is not here he left a whileago and we thought he was
with you.Sphe: No we need to find him.He was in the verge of
crying | have realised that heis the emotional one.Khoza: Okay
son calm down and tell us whathappened.He looked at TJ and
Sims and they panicked.Them: The test results.They said at the
same time.

Sphe: Shawn called me apparently Sbani went to himand he
told him the results and he left his office Ithought he came
home.Mamzo: Mfana wami we don't know what you aretalking
about so calm down and tell us everything.Sims: Sbani told us
to take him to the doctorbecause he wasn't feeling well so we
went to Shawnand he suspected that maybe he has some
seriouskidney problems.Khoza: And you didn't tell us this
because?TJ: We were going to tell everyone after getting
thetest results today.lsipho was already crying.Me: | think the
best thing is for us to go to the doctorand let him explain what's
wrong with hubby andthen we take it from there.Mamzo: Let's
go.We all got into a family car and left then we arrivedat the
doctors.Dr: Family you can come this side.

We all got inside and sat down.Dr: Sphe did you find
Sbani.Sphe: No man we decided to come here first then wewill
go look for him.Khoza: Shawn tell us what's wrong my son.Dr:



The results show that Sbani has a stage 4 severekidney disease
which is CKD and this means hiskidneys are failing.Mamzo: Tell
us more about kidney failure.Dr: If your kidneys stop working
completely, yourbody fills with extra water and waste products,
youwill feel tired and weak because your body needsclean
blood to function properly. Untreated uremiamay lead to
seizures or coma and will ultimatelyresult in death.l looked
around and everyone looked scared | didn'twant to think about
the worst thing that can happenbecause | will not cope if
something happens tohubby.Khoza: So Uhmm Doc what is the
next step now.

Dr: Sbani has to be admitted to the hospital | havesorted
everything out so all he needs to do is to goto the hospital and
then we start looking for donors.Isipho: Doc | thought a person
lives well with onlyone kidney.Dr: Yes Isi that's true but your
brother has a problemwith both of them so he needs a donor
as inyesterday.lIsipho: Is he going to die?Mamzo: Isi baby no
let's get some fresh air.Sims: So what do we do now?Dr: Just
find him if some of you want to do sometests to see if maybe
you can donate it's fine we cango to the hospital.Khoza: Boys
do you know where we can find Sbani?TJ: | think | know.Khoza:
Take Thando with you and you will find us atthe hospital.So
hubby's name is Sbani | wonder why he didn't



want to tell me.TJ: Let's go.We took an Uber to the house first
to take a car thenhe drove the cemetery.Me: Do you think he is
here.TJ: | know he is here it's where he finds his peace.Me:
Okay let's go then.We walked around | don't know if I'm the
only onewho is afraid of graves but | am terrified of them
lalways feel like there are ghosts around.TJ: Stop looking
around you will fall.Me: Aren't you afraid?He laughed.TJ: No I'm
not, there is your man.He was sleeping on top of the grave |
have neverseen this before.Me: Is he really sleeping?TJ: I'm
sure he is.

Me: Yoh | can never.TJ: Go talk to him | will wait here.l went to
stand in front of him and he was fastasleep hayi I'm unable to
can mina guys.Me: Hubby.He didn't respond and | felt my heart
jumping fast hecan not die.Me: Sbani vuka.l said shaking
him.Sbani: Uhmm hey how long have | been sleepinghere.Me:
For hours | guess.Sbani: How did you find me?Me: I'm with T)J
but he is waiting outside.Sbani: Shawn called them didn't
he?Me: Yes he did how are you feeling?Sbani: | don't know
Thandolwam.His voice was so low he didn't sound like himself.

Me: You will be fine let's go to the hospital everyoneis waiting
there.Sbani: Am | going to die?l felt my tears falling.Me: No you
will not die, you will not do that to me sodon't even think about
it.He nodded and held my hand.Sbani: This is my mother and



that's my father.The graves were joined together.Me: You are
introducing me now.He chuckled, God | miss his laugh | swear
ifsomething happens to him | will die.Sbani: Yes | am, let's
go.He couldn't even walk properly.Me: TJ please come
help.Sbani: Hayi Thando | can walk.TJ: Stop being stubborn
please.We helped him walk until we got to the car.

Sbanil went to the cemetery to talk to my parents | don'twant
to die I'm still young and I still have a lot to livefor. I'm the only
one who is strongly connected to myparents so | always talk to
them because | feel likethey can hear me. TJ is now driving to
the hospital Igot a call from Muzi earlier he said he will be
heretonight.When we got to the hospital | told Thando to
goinside | wanted to talk to TJ.TJ: Don't tell me you want to
convince me to runaway with you.Me: Haa haa that's funny,
Muzi wants to come thisside | don't know to sort out what, |
want you toprotect Thando from him. Make sure he doesn't
seeher.TJ: Uhmm Sbani.Me: What's going on.

TJ: I don't think | should tell you this.Me:Just tell me what if |
die.TJ: Don't play like that man so Khoza told us that hefound
out that he has a son and Khoza killed thatwoman.Me: Don't
tell me Muzi is his son.l asked laughing but he did not
laugh.Me: No it can't be no.TJ: Please Sbani let's focus on you
getting betterright now.I felt my chest tightening up | couldn't
breathe.TJ: Sbani no breath, Nurse help.l heard him shouting



the nurses came and they tookme inside.l was now laying on
the hospital bed with drips.Dr: We have tested everyone
besides Thando and TJand they are all not a match.lIsipho:
What's going to happen to my brother.

Dr: I can't tell right now but we need a donor fast.He said
getting out, my family was looking at me likel'm already
dead.Me: Come on guys have some faith I'm not going todie.l
faked chuckled.lsipho: Bhuti please promise me you won't
die.Me: Hey Angel come here.It broke my heart to see my
Angel this sad.Me: | promise to fight for you ngane kaMah |
won'tleave you alone in this world | promise, now don't cry.l
wiped her tears.Khoza: We are all here for you son we will be
rightnext to you everyday and I'm sorry about everything.Me:
You will still have a chance to make it up to metayma don't
worry.Mamzo: | know you are strong I'm not even worried.She
was lying she was scared but she was being

strong for me and for everyone else.My boys were just quite |
know they are afraid morethan anyone.Me: Guys smile a bit
you all look ugly.Sims: Mxm.Sphe: Can you get better
already.We all laughed, | don't know what happened but Iheard
the machines beeping and the doctor tellingthem to get out
then lights out for me.Insert eighteenMuziMy plane landed in
Durban and a guy was waiting inthe airport with a board



written my name | didn'tknow him but | approached him
slowly.Sphe: You are Muzi?Me: Yes | am and you are?

Sphe: I'm Sphe, Sbani's friend.Me: Who's Sbani?l asked because
| don't know any Sbani, he showedme a picture of the guy that |
didn't know was Sbani.Sphe: Things are going to make sense
very soon getin the car.l hesitated but another guy came out of
the car witha gun.Sims: Get in.l got in without asking anything,
there was an old guyinside the car and another one that was
driving.Me: Where are you taking me?They just looked at me
and kept quiet.Khoza: Drop us at the house.The old guy said,
it's like I have seen him beforemaybe on a photo | don't
remember.They drove to the house.Khoza: Go back to the
hospital | will catch up with

you guys later.They nodded and left.Khoza: You can sit down.|
sat down and looked at him | swear | have seen
himsomewhere.Khoza: Why are you looking at me like that.Me:
| think | have seen you somewhere | just can'trecall
where.Khoza: Something to drink?Me: No I'm fine.Khoza: Do
you know Sbani?Me: Yes | do even though | didn't know his
name wasSbani.Khoza: Did you speak to your sisters
mother?Me: Yes | did, wait you are the one who killed her
thatmeans you are...Khoza: Your father yes | am.l can't believe
this if he is my father then how does



he know Sbani.Me: I..I don't know what to say.Khoza: Sbani is
my son his father was my brother.l got up and stood by the
window, | killed someone'sfather.Khoza: It was not your fault
your aunt told me thatshe was using muti on you.l looked at
him and he was so chilled, too chilled formy liking | think he is
supposed to be angry | killedhis family after all.Me: Sbani knew
who | was?Khoza: He went to Joburg to avenge his
parentsdeath because he saw you shooting them but a
lothappened so | decided to take matters into my ownhands, |
don't want to lie | was going to kill you if shedidn't tell me you
were my son.Me: Does Sbani know that | am your son?Khoza:
No he doesn't know.Me: What's going to happen from now on?

Khoza: I'm going to get you some help to remove allthe muti
you were fed.Me: | need to talk to Sbani.Khoza: Sbani is dying
he is in hospital.l don't know whether I'm seing things or what
but helooks like he doesn't care about Sbani.Me: What's wrong
with him?Khoza: His kidneys are failing and we can't
finddonors.Me: Maybe because I'm family | can donate.Khoza:
No you can't do that, what if somethinghappens to you?Me: |
don't care | have done enough damage alreadythis is the least |
can do.Khoza: No you won't do that, I'm going to thehospital
now when | come back we have to gosomewhere.l nodded, |
don't care if he is my father or not but Idon't like him. He left
me in the house and went to



the hospital, | waited a few minutes then took out myphone
and called Sbani's phone. His friend picked itup | told him to
come to the house and to comealone, he arrived to the
house.Sphe: What's up man.Me: | want to help Sbani maybe |
am a match | don'tknow.Sphe: Where is Khoza?Me: He left he
said he was going to the hospital.Sphe: | didn't see his car on
my way here.Me: | don't know but he told me not to help
Sbani.The guy was shocked.Sphe: Why?Me: He said he doesn't
want anything to happen tome.Sphe: So what do you want to
do?Me: Let's go.He asked me to go to the car while he made a
phone

call, I was really happy | was doing this.Sphe: Let's go man.He
drove to the hospital.NarratedSphe called TJ and told him to
take Thando andlsipho home because he was on his way to
thehospital with Muzi. They drove to the hospital andwent to
the doctor.Sphe: Shawn please run some tests on this guy.Doc:
Okay let's do it now.The doctor started the tests while Sphe
went to theothers, TJ was also there .Sphe: Why are you
here?TJ: They drove themselves.Sphe: Is Mamzo here?Sims: No
they all left.

TJ: So is Shawn testing Muzi?Sphe: Yes man lets hope it's a
match I'm loosing mymind.Sims: Where is Khoza?Sphe: He said
he was coming here and he also toldMuzi not to help Sbani.TJ:
Something is off with Khoza we need to look intoit.Sims: He is



greedy | don't even understand why he just accepted

Muzi just like that.TJ: Let's worry about Sbani then we will
worry aboutother things when we know he is fine.They all
agreed while they waited for the doctor.On the other side two
men were talking.Manl: We had a deal man.Man2: Don't worry
about that it's coming down soon.Manl: Don't tell me that, you
have been saying that

for weeks now.Man2: | know but I'm still getting things
together Idon't want to be caught.Manl: You told me that they
don't know that theirfather left them that money and those
businesses.Man2: Yes they don't know but everytime | try to
getthese things their signatures are needed.Man1: Just forge
them.Man2: I'm going to get it done don't worry.Man1: If you
are failing to do that I'm going to tellthem everything about
you.Man2: You know what I'm capable of, if you don'tback off |
will kill you before you talk.He said that and took off.Insert
nineteenWe had to go home because we needed some torest,
we haven't slept since Sbani went to thehospital | don't
remember the last time | asked God

to do something for me but these days | have beenbegging him
to give Sbani another chance.Mamzo: We came here to rest but
you are stressingyourself.Me: | can't help myself I'm worried
about him.Mamzo: | know you are baby but don't worry Sbani
isgoing to pull through believe me he is a fighter.Me: But



Mamzo it will be better if he already got adonor we wouldn't be
worried like this have you seenhow Isipho is, this whole thing is
breaking her up.Mamzo: Sbani is a very special kid you will
neverunderstand but trust me when | say he will survive
allthis.She hugged me and | cried while she comforted
me.Mamzo: Go sleep baby | will be back later okay.| nodded
and went to Sbani's bedroom but Isiphowas sleeping there so |
didn't want to disturb her, Itook a throw and went to sit on the
couch, | couldn'tsleep so | decided to clean around the house
andcook.

Sphe: What's that smell?Me: Sphe ungithusile (You scared
me).Sphe: Sorry T are you cooking I'm hungry.Me: Yes I'm
cooking.Sphe: | thought you came here to rest and now?Me: |
couldn't sleep so | decided to keep myself busy.Sphe: Is Mamzo
around?Me: No she went out.Sphe: Okay can | dish up for
myself.Me: Sure you can, let me finish up here.l finished
dusting around and went to sit down withhim.Sphe: Let me
dish up for you.Me: No I'm fine.Sphe: It's not up for
discussion.lt's no use arguing with him even | didn't feel
likeeating, he went to the kitchen and came back withmy food.

Sphe: So how's Isipho?Me: She's not good Sphe I'm worried
about her, shedoesn't speak nor eat.Sphe: I'm also worried
about her | don't even knowwhat to say to her.Me: You like her
don't you?He smiled.Sphe: Is it that obvious?Me: Ofcos it is the



spark between you two cannot bemissed.Sphe: It's more than
just liking her Thando | love herbut she's like my little sister.Me:
She's not your little sister though.Sphe: You don't
understand.Me: Have you told her how you feel?Sphe: No and
uSbani will bury me alive if | do that.Me: He will understand
because he can see that youlove her.

Sphe: Eyy | don't know Thando | just hope Sbanisurvive all
this.Me: How is he?Sphe: No change we still don't have a
donor.Me: Do you think he will pull through please just
behonest.Sphe: | don't know but | hope so.We heard footsteps
and it was Isipho.Isipho: Hey guys.Sphe: Angel come here.She
ran to him and cried in his arms.Sphe: Shhh don't cry try to be
strong for your brotheryou know that you are his
strength.lsipho: Will he die?Sphe looked at me.Me: No Sbani
won't die never.lsipho: | just wish he can wake up now.Sphe:
He will don't worry.

They looked at each other | think they wanted to kissbut |
cleared my throat.Sphe: Hayi marn Thando.Me: What did | do? |
just want to be sure that youguys really want to do that.Isipho
looked at Sphe.Them: Yesss.We all laughed.lIsipho: You will talk
to bhuti Sbani for us rightThando.Me: No I'm not getting
involved.Sphe: Why must Thando talk to Sbani.lsipho: | thought
you like me.Sphe: Me like who? No I'm your brother
Isipho.Isipho looked down | think she wanted to cry shewas so



embarrassed.Sphe: I'm just joking Angel | love you a lot but
youknow how your brother is.

Me: Don't play like that Sphe you almost killed thekid.lsipho: |
was so embarrassed | thought maybe Imisunderstood
you.Sphe: No | really want us to be in a relationshiplsipho but |
don't want us to focus on that right now.Isipho: | love you
too.They kissed.Me: Ewuuu get a room guys.Them: Shiya
umona daar.Me: Mxm I'm going to the room.Sphe: No don't go
Thando I'm going back to thehospital now, Mamzo just texted
me to fetch her.Isipho: Are we not going to the hospital?Sphe:
No love just rest | will fetch you tomorrowmorning.Me: Love
huh?He threw a pillow on me.

Sphe: Kahle Thando, Isi walk me out.They walked out | really
hope Sbani will accept theirrelationship they look good
together and | think Spheloves Isipho for real.lsipho came back
all smiles.Isipho: Ngiyajola(l'm dating).Me: Ugirl ugomile.l got
up and we danced.Isipho: I'm glad you are here with me
Thando | don'tknow what | would do if you were not here.Me:
I'm glad I'm here also babe.Isipho: I'm hungry.Me: | cooked go
dish up.She went to the kitchen while | went to take ashower.|
went to Sbani's room and striped naked then took ashower
after | was done | lotioned and wore Sbani'sNike tracksuit
bottoms and top.



| went to the sitting room humming a song | wasfeeling positive
about everything.Isipho was still eating | sat down.lsipho: That
was fast.Me: Come on | was taking a quick shower.She raised
her eyebrows.Me: Hayi suka.There was a knock on the door, |
got up and went toopen up.Man: Are you Thando?Me:
Yes.Man: Is Isipho with you?lsipho: Yes I'm here.Man: Your
father said | should come fetch you guysand take you to the
hospital.Me: And you are?Man: | work for him.Isipho: We are
not going anywhere until | speak to

him and confirm what you are saying.He took out his phone
and made a call.Man: Here.He said giving Isi the phone but
something didn'tfeel right, | have seen shady people all my life
andthis one is one of them.Isipho talked with Khoza.lsipho:
Okay we are coming.Me: We need to get some things inside
please waitfor us here.lsipho: Something doesn't feel right.Me:
| was about to say the same thing.Isipho: Here take my phone
and send a message toSphe | will be back.She said running to
her room, | sent the messageand hid the phone in my track
bottom, Isipho cameback with a gun.lsipho: Let's go.

Me: Can you use a gun?Isipho: | think so let's go.We went
outside and the man was still waiting for us.We got inside his
car and left, halfway through thedriver Isipho spoke.lsipho: This
road will not lead us to the hospitalthough why are you taking
it.I didn't even notice because | still don't know theplace that



much.Man: Shut up.We looked at each other and
panicked.SpheWhen | left the hospital to the house the doctor
wasstill busy with the tests | don't know what's taking solong
because even now they are not back.I'm glad Isipho gave me a
chance | swear | will never

hurt her, Shawn gets inside the ward running withnurses
following him.We all get up.TJ: What's going on?Doc: We need
to take him to the theatre right now.He says while nurses take
him away.Me: What's going on?Doc: Just wait | will get back to
you guys.He says running away.Sims: What do you think is the
problem guys?TJ: | don't even want to think.Mamzo: Let's
pray.She always says Sbani is connected to prayer morethan we
know we don't understand why even

Sbanidoesn't understand.Mamzo: Lord your word says you are
closer to thebroken hearted here we come before you and we
askyou to please touch Sbani with your healing hand,

nothing is bigger than you oh Lord wake him up andlet him
come back to us. | have never seen all thesechildren broken like
this please don't take theirbrother away from them Amen.Us:
Amen.We all looked side ways because we wanted to
cry.Mamzo: Oh ngane zam come here.We all became
vulnerable in her arms | don't knowwhat we would do without
her.After that we all calm down and waited for thedoctor.Sims:
Sphe can | use your phone | need to call Isiphoto bring my



charge.l looked for it but it was not in my pockets.Me: Eish |
think | left it in the car go look for it.I gave him the keys, he
went out and came back.He gave me the keys, when he
unlocked my phonehis face changed.TJ: You look like you just
saw a ghost.

He looked at Mamzo but she was reading the Biblenot minding
us.Sims: Guys come see.He whispered.There was a message
from Isipho telling us about aman who came to fetch them and
how they felt likesomething was wrong.TJ took his laptop.TJ:
Let me try tracking the number.He did his thing.TJ: This phone
is outside Durban.Sims: What's going on now I'm tired | don't
want anydrama.Me: Who could be behind this.TJ: Maybe it's
Khoza | have been tracking hismovements he seems shady.We
were still talking when the doctor came to us.Sims: Talk to us.

Doc: Uhmm Eish.Me: Shawn please.He smiled.Doc: The
operation was successful, the guy whodonated gave us both his
kidneys so that means hedied after giving it to us, he left a
letter to be given toSbani.Mamzo: How is Sbani?Doc: He is still
not awake but he is responding wellto the organs | don't know
when he will wake up.Me: Thank you so much man.We all kept
shaking his hands, | can't believe Sbani isnow out of
danger.Doc: He is a fighter excuse me.He left us all
excited.Mamzo: | need to call Isipho and Thando.We looked at
each other.Mamzo: Talk before | make you all talk.



Me: Uhmm | think someone kidnapped them.l said showing her
the message.She slapped us one by one.Sims: Hayi
Mamzo.Mamzo: Find them make sure you find them
beforeSbani wakes up, don't come back here without them.We
all ran outside and got into the car we will worryabout Muzi's
body when we come back.Insert twentySbanil didn't know
where | was but all | know is that | wasat peace | didn't want to
leave this place, all theblooming flowers and the green grass
the birdssinging around and people in their white clothes.
Iclosed my eyes and enjoyed the air that wasbreezing around
when | opened them | saw myparents.

Me: Mama, Baba.They both came to me each one of them
holding myhand.Mama: Oh Sbani ngane yami (my child).She
said a tear escaping her eye.Me: Am | dreaming? Is it really
you?Baba: Sbanisamakhoza you are not suppose to behere
your sister needs you.Me: | enjoy being here.Mama: It's not
your time yet, you need to go back toyour sister.She let go of
my hand and touched my face.Mama: Mama loves you my
boy.Baba: I'm proud of the man you have become youstill have
a long way to go, | have forgiven them sohas your mother
please find it in your heart toforgive them.Mama: Don't hate
yourself because a part of him isnow in you.

She said that pointing at someone | didn't see clearly,when he
lifted his head | was shocked.Me: Muzi.Baba: He can hear you



but he can't talk because hestill needs your forgiveness.l didn't
know what to say | just kept quiet.Them: Now go and live your
life to the fullest and letyour sister be happy don't be stubborn,
we love youall of you.Me: Mama, Baba please don't go.l
opened my eyes and was blinded by the light, | triedmoving but
| felt pains in my abdomen.Mamzo: Sbani oh thank God.Me:
Water.She ran to my side of the bed and poured me
some.Mamzo: Let me help you.Me: No mamzo I'm not
disabled.She laughed with tears in her eyes.

Mamzo: Still stubborn even after waking up fromyour death
bed.We both chuckled.Me: Ngiwu die hard.Mamzo: I'm so
happy you are back my boy.She said kissing my face.Me: Hayi
Mamzo.Mamzo: Hayi leave me alone I'm just happy let mego
get the doctor.She ran out | could she was really excited, |
expectedto see everyone here especially my Angel but
maybethey will be here soon.Mamzo came back with
Shawn.Doc: My man I'm glad you are awake how are
youfeeling?Me: In pain man but I'm glad to be back.Doc: You
will be fine, you were really lucky to get adonor who donated
both his kidneys to you.

Me: What do you mean both? What does that meanfor
him?Doc: Yes both unfortunately it was bad for him so
hepassed on.Me: Are you listening to yourself how can you
allowthat? Why didn't you just take one kidney?Doc: It was his



choice.Me: | don't understand.l shouted and the pain became
worse.Me: Ouch.Mamzo: Please Shawn excuse us | will
explaineverything to him.Doc: It's fine mah if you are done
please come seeme.Mamzo nodded while Shawn left. Mamzo:
Sbani please try to calm down we don'twant you returning to
sleep for days okay.l nodded I'm a person who snaps easily and
| can'tcontrol that.

Me: So mamzo who is this person?Mamzo: Don't overreact
please, it was Muzi.Me: Was he a match?She nodded.Me:
How?Mamzo: Muzi was Khoza's son that he didn't knowabout
so when his aunt died he told him to comeand look for his
family here in Durban and that hewas using muti on him to do
all the things he wasdoing.My head was spinning and my heart
beating fast.Mamzo: When Muzi came here Khoza already
knewabout him because he is the one who killed
Muzi'saunt.Me: So Khoza allowed his son to die because
hewanted to help me.l was so confused.Mamzo: No Khoza told
Muzi not to donate his kidneyto you, Sbani he didn't care
whether you died or not.

This keeps getting interesting.Mamzo: So when Khoza left Muzi
at the house hecalled Sphe to come and fetch luckily he was
amatch he then decided to save you by giving you
hiskidneys.Me: | don't know what to say why was Khoza
againstMuzi's idea of giving me his kidney.Mamzo: We all don't



know, we all don't know whyMuzi decided to die inorder to
save you but he left aletter to be given to you.Me: | saw them
Mamzo.Mamzo: You saw who?Me: My parents and Muzi on the
other side, they toldme to get back to you guys and that |
should forgiveMuzi.Mamzo: | know you did boy.She said giving
me the letter, | put it under my pillowl'm not ready to read it as
yet. | can't believe all this,life really is unpredictable.Me: | need
time to think about all this, right now |

need to see my family where are they.Mamzo: Uhmm | need to
go and talk to Shawn.Haibo is she just going to ignore me hell
no.Me: Mamzo.Mamzo: They will be here they went home for a
bit,but they will come see you later okay.l knew something was
up because she said thatleaving the room.lI sighed and closed
my eyes | hope they are finewherever they are.lsiphoWe
arrived in an abondoned building right outsideDurban, they
told us to get out of the car and we did.We followed each other
till we got inside the room.Me: No Baba.l shouted when | saw
Khoza beaten up and tied in a

chair.Khoza: Isi I'm sorry.Man: Tie them.They tied me and
Thando on the chairs that were inthe room.Man: | will give you
time to tell them what's going onhere then | will be back with
the papers.He said talking to Khoza, this reminded me of
thetime when | was kidnapped and when | looked atThando |
saw that she was also uncomfortable.Khoza: I'm so sorry ngane



kamfowethu.Me: What are you sorry for baba?l was confused
because | didn't know what he wastalking about.Khoza: | just
became greedy, your parents had somebusinesses that were
suppose to be dividedbetween you and your brother but |
didn't tell youguys and tried to get them for myself.Me: What?
But why?

Khoza: Like | said | became greedy when you gethome go to my
room you will find everything there.Me: No we are all going
home baba | forgive youokay, it doesn't matter what you did |
forgive you.Thando: Isipho | think it's time we used that gun.l
didn't even notice that she had untied herself.Me: Untie me
and baba first.She didn't hesitate she did as | said.Khoza: Give
me the gun there's a back door there.We looked at him.Khoza:
I'm not going to kill you guys now go and waitfor me
outside.Me: No I'm not leaving you here.Khoza: Isi please my
Angel | have to fix this myself.He opened his arms and we both
hugged him andran outside.We stayed there for some few
minutes and then weheard gun shots.

Thando: Shhh don't cry he is not going to die.Me: Thando I'm
scared.Thando: | know you are baby I'm also scared but
let'swait.Me: Do you still have my phone.Thando: Oh | even
forgot about that.She said taking it out.Me: We can't make a
call the battery is about to dielet's hope they will track
us.Thando: | know they will.After a while it was quite the shots



had stopped.Me: I'm going inside.Thando: Isi no wait.She said
following behind me, when we got insideKhoza was laying on
the floor bleeding.Me: Baba please no.Khoza: I'm so sorry
please tell Sbani that I'm sorryand | love you both | hope one
day you will find it in

your heart to forgive me.Me: | forgive you Hlase please don't
die.He closed his eyes and took his last breath rightthere in my
hands.Thando: I'm so sorry baby.While we were sitting there
and | was crying in herarms, the man from earlier came
pointing a gun onus.Man: Now that your father is dead | get all
thebusinesses here sign.Thando: Don't sign Isi.Man: If you don't
sign | will shoot your friend.When | was about to sign the man
fell down andSphe came running to me.Sphe: Sthandwa sam
hey are you okay? Are you hurt?l didn't respond | just cried.T)
felt Khoza's pulse and shook his head to theothers.

Sims: | need to make some calls.TJ: We need to get out of
here.He was holding Thando.Sphe: Isipho get up let's go.Me:
We can't leave Baba here.Sphe: We are not going to leave
him.Sims: | think we should take Khoza's body with uswe will
just take him to the hospital to avoid toomany questions.TJ:
That's fine let's go.l can't believe Baba is gone | hope and pray
to Godthat my brother wakes up | know I'm not alone but Ineed
my brother now more than ever.We got in the car and | layed
my head on Sphe'schest.Sphe: Sleep baby.l tried closing my



eyes but | kept on seing Khozaapologising, | hope wherever he
is he knows that Iforgive him with all my heart | forgive him.

Twenty onel'm laying in TJ's chest in the car and | can't
helpmyself but think about the good times | ever had inmy life
and | realize they are few compared to thepain | have endured.
| remember when | was stillyoung with my parents around the
way my fatherused to look at me, like I'm the only thing
thatmatters in this world and | fooled myself by thinkingthat
every man in this world will look at me the waymy father
looked at me. | now realise that it wasbecause my father loved
me so much, | look aroundthe car and | see Isipho crying in
Sphe's chest. Deathis something that we can never get used to
nomatter how much we experience it, Khoza waseverything to
Isipho and Sbani no matter what hehad done to hurt them it
doesn't matter now.TJ: Are you okay?Me: | don't know hey all |
want now is peace.TJ: Don't worry it will be fine.Me: | hope so.

TJ: We are here.Me: We are at the house already.TJ: Yes.We all
got out of the car.Sims: | will go to the hospital you guys can
stay herel will be back.TJ: | will go with you.Sims: No stay bafo
just to be safe.Sims left and we got inside the house.Sphe: | will
go run a bath for Isi then tuck her in.Me: Okay please TJ come
help me out.l also needed someone to give me the
attentionlsipho was getting from Sphe.We went to my room
with TJ and he went to thebathroom to run a bath for me.He



came back.TJ: I'm done you can take a bath | will go make
somefood.

Me: Please don't go.l said getting closer.TJ: Thando no what are
you doing?l didn't speak | held his face and kissed him but
hedidn't respond instead he pushed me and | fell on mybed.TJ:
Don't fuck with me Thando what do you thinkyou are doing
huh?He was so angry veins were popping in his head.My mind
came back and | realised what | had done, Idropped my eyes
from embarrassment.Me: Uhmm TJ I...Uhmm.TJ: Save it.He said
running outside, | went to the bathroom andgot into the bath
tub.Me: God what have | done? How do I fix this?l asked myself
while tears were falling down my face.After | was done | got out
and went to the bedroom

to lotion after | was done | wore my pyjamas and gotinto bed. |
was hungry but | was scared to go to thekitchen, when | was
about to sleep Isipho came tomy room.lsipho: Please come eat
babe.Me: I'm not hungry.She sat on my bed.Isipho: | know you
miss my brother | also miss himbut he will wake up.Only if she
knew what | had done.Me: | miss him so much.| said crying |
wasn't lying | really miss Sbani but Iwas also crying because |
was ashamed of myself.Isipho: Shh don't cry please lets go.Me:
Okay let's go.She smiled.We went to the kitchen and the guys
were makingfood.



Sphe: You can sit there we will bring the food.lIsipho: Okay.Me:
He is so sweet.Isipho: | know | guess I'm lucky.We were sitting
in the lounge and they were in thekitchen, they brought our
food.l didn't even want to look at TJ | wonder what hethinks of
me.We ate in comfortable silent not so comforting forme
though, when we were done Sims arrived lookingdrained.TJ:
Are you okay bruh?Sims: | need food a shower and a
drink.Sphe: Go shower first.Sims: No | will eat now we need to
go to the hospital.lsipho: Is it my brother?Sims: | don't know.TJ:
Where is Khoza's body?

Sims: The mogue we need to prepare for the funeralsoon.Sphe:
Okay you ladies can go change so we can go.We went to
change our pyjamas and then went backto the others.Sims:
Let's go I'm not driving I'm too tired.TJ: | will drive.l got in the
back with Sims.Sims: You are awfully quiet Thando are you
okay?l nodded my head.Sims: Are you sure?Me: Yes I'm fine.He
nodded his head and and we arrived at thehospital quicker than
| expected.We went to Sbani's bed and he was not there.lsipho:
Where is my brother?She asked crying.Sphe: Isi baby please
calm down.

| looked around but he was not there.Sbani: Why are you guys
crying?We all turned back he was coming from the toilet.lsipho
ran to him.lsipho: Bhuti.Sbani: Ouch.She giggled.Isipho: Sorry
Bhuti.She helped her get into bed.Sbani: Smile guys I'm back



now.Sphe: Don't ever sleep for that long man.They all bro
hugged him | just stood there notknowing what to do or
say.Sbani: Thando.He said looking at me.Sbani: Are you going to
just stand there?Sims: She is still shocked and happy | guess.

Me: Uhmmm yeah I'm just happy you are back Imissed
you.Sbani: Come give me a hug then.l walked slowly to his
bed.Me: | happy you are back hubby.Sbani: Hey don't cry | will
never leave you I'm backfor good.Me: | know you are.l felt so
guilty | shouldn't have done what | did, | justput myself in an
awkward position.Sims: So did you see Moses?We all
laughed.Me: | was Jesus's right hand man.TJ: You wish I'm sure
you were just drinking winethere.Mamzo: You are all
back.Sims: Yes we are Mama.We all talked and laughed
everyone was glad that

Sbani is back.Sbanil was happy to be back and to see everyone
laughingl missed them and | missed this.Thando is acting weird
or maybe she still can'tbelieve I'm back, | want to talk to Isipho
alone.Me: Can | please have a moment with my Angel.Sims:
Ofcos we will be outside.They left, | parted a space for her in
my bed and shelay next to me.Me: | love you Angel you know
that right?Isipho: Yes Bhuti | know and | love you too.Me: Did
you miss me?lsipho: Everyday promise me that you will
neverleave me again.Me: | promise Angel.



Isipho: Bhuti.Me: Mhh.Isipho: Khoza is dead.l raised my head
and looked at her.Me: What do you mean?She told me
everything that happened.Me: | don't know any
businesses.lsipho: That's because Khoza never told us.No
matter what differences we had with Khoza hewas still my
father and | didn't want him to die.Me: How do you feel about
all this?Isipho: There's no use to be angry right now or tohate
Baba because he is dead now and he is nevercoming back, |
forgive him Bhuti and | wish he didn'tdie he was the only parent
we had besides Mamzo.Me: | know baby | also wish things were
different butl guess this is what God planned for us, | also
forgivehim. Where is he now?

Isipho: The mortuary.Me: Okay | will talk to Shawn so that he
willdischarge me maybe tomorrow so that we will planthe
funeral.lsipho: Okay Bhuti I'm so glad you are back.Me: I'm glad
to be back Angel.lsipho: Do you know who donated his
kidney?Me: Actually it's two kidneys.Isipho: What?Me: Yes it
was Khoza's son that he didn't knowabout, the person who shot
our parents.l continued to explain everything to her.Me: Please
forgive him.Isipho: Have you forgiven him yet?Me: No but I'm
working on it.Isipho: | forgive him only because he saved your
lifeso will we bury him too.Me: If that's okay with you.

Isipho: It's fine Bhuti.Me: Okay baby | need to rest now you can
go andcall Thando for me.lIsipho: | will see you tomorrow, | love



you.Me: Okay love you too.She left and after a few minutes
Thando came to myward.Me: Cheer up hubby is back now.She
giggled.Thando: How are you feeling? Are you in pain?Me: I'm
glad to be alive even though I'm still in pains.Thando: It's really
good to have you back.Me: Thandolwam are you okay?Thando:
Uhmm I'm fine.Me: Thando.His voice was demanding.Thando:
I'm fine believe me it's just that it's been along day.

Me: Oh Isi told me I'm sorry about what happenedare you okay
though?Thando: Yes I'm okay just tired.Me: You can go | will
see you guys tomorrow.Thando: Okay goodnight | love you.Me:
| love you too.l held her and tried to kiss her but she just
ranoutside, okay that was weird | wonder what's goingon with
her. Everyone came to say their goodbyesand they left.I
gathered some strength to read the letter Muzi leftfor me, |
opened it and it read:" Khoza, Hlase, Mlilo, Bhovungane | wish
things weredifferent but | can't change the past | can only
dowhat I'm about to do rectify my mistakes, the way Iwas fond
of you it's like | knew you were my blood Iwish we met during
different circumstances but lifedoesn't always go the way we
want. | know you willbe confused to why | gave you both of my
kidneysbut | feel like | owe you that much, | heard that all the

things | did were not my own will but the factremains | pulled
that trigger and | left you and yoursister orphans. | feel like it



will be only selfish for meto give myself another chance to life
because | don'tdeserve it and I'm so ashamed to face you
afterrealising | have caused you so much pain. I'm sosorry
about everything bafo | hope you will find it inyour heart to
forgive me some day, | will never sleeppeacefully in my death
until you forgive me.Ngixolele Hlase.Your brother Muzi."l didn't
know what to say, now | wish he didn't diebecause | will have a
brother and all the things he didwere not by choice but a part
of me is glad he isdead because he was going to be a reminder
of whathappened to my parents. | saw him pull that triggerand |
will never erase that image from my mind.Twenty twoSbani

It's been two days since | came back home thingsare a bit tense
since we are busy planning twofunerals and Shawn told me to
take it slow becausel'm still in pains, Thando is still acting a bit
weird andavoiding TJ a lot | don't what's going on. | don't
wantto jump into conclusion but it seems like
somethinghappened between them | just don't know what
tothink now.I get out of bed and go to the others.Isipho: The
doctor told you to take it slow kodwabhuti.Me: I'm tired of
sleeping | just want some fresh air.lsipho: Okay do you want
some food?Me: Yes please, where are the others?Isipho: They
went to town, Mamzo is busy with theguests I'm so tired | want
all this to be over now.Me: It will Angel.She went to get me
food and came back.



Isipho: How are you feeling?Me: I'm still in pains but | will be
fine.lsipho: | mean emotionally?l look at her and sigh | haven't
really talked abouthow | feel.Me: | don't want to lie | miss him,
Khoza is the onewho raised us. We were only left with him but
nowwe have no one.lsipho: | miss him too so much but we have
eachother right.Me: Right!l haven't told Thando that we will be
burying Muziand that he was my brother | don't how she will
reactbut | will have to wait and see.l finished eating and Isipho
took my plate to thekitchen she is treating me like I'm sick or
something.lsipho: Don't you want to sleep now?Me: Hayi Isi |
will just chill on the couch.lsipho: Uhmm Bhuti.

Me: Mmmm.l wasn't looking at her but she didn't talk so |
lookedat her.Me: What's wrong Angel?Isipho: Please don't be
mad.Me: I'm not promising you anything, just talk.lsipho:
Uhmm.Me: | told you that you can talk to me about anythingl
don't want any secrets between us.Isipho: Me and Sphe are in a
relationship.Me: In a relationship how?She was already
crying.lsipho: He is my boyfriend.Me: | thought Sphe was like a
brother to you.She nodded.Me: Then how come you telling me
that he is nowyour boyfriend.Isipho: | love him.

Me: As a brother right?Isipho: No as my boyfriend.Me: Unlove
him them.Isipho: Bhuti please.Me: Don't please me
ningijwayela kabi nina.lsipho: I'm sorry Bhuti.Me: Get out of my
face.She didn't move she just sat there and cried, |



alwaysexpected something like this to happen because ofthe
way they used to look at each other. | don't liketo see her cry
but I'm punishing her, | hear the caroutside and they all get
in.Isipho looks at her and attempt to go to him.Me: Sit down
Isipho.Sims: Man what's going on? Aren't you suppose tobe in
bed.Me: I'm suppose to be in bed while Sphe is busyfucking my
sister.

Sphe: Bafo it's not like that.l get up and punch him in the face
but hurt myself inthe process.Me: Ouch.Thando: Babe you are
hurting yourself please sitdown.Sphe is holding his bleeding
mouth.Me: So why didn't you guys tell me Sphe was
datingAngel.TJ: There's a lot to worry about Sbani we were
goingto talk about that after the funeral.Me: Wena TJ just shut
up, why is Thando avoidingyou?l look at him and he looks at
Thando.Thando: Can we please go to your room and talkabout
that.Me: Fine wena Isipho go get the first aid kit and fixyour
boyfriend.She smiled.

Isipho: Does that mean..Me: Don't get carried away it means
nothing.l get up and go to my room with Thando
followingme.Me: Talk.l really hate being lied to as much as |
knew thatSphe likes Isipho he should have talked to me
firstbecause he is the one who is my best friend.Thando: Please
don't be mad.Me: | think I'm tired of hearing that today so just
talkThando.l don't usually call her Thando and she knows



it.Thando: So Uhmm | kissed TJ.She said looking down.Me:
What do you mean you kissed TJ and which TJare you talking
about?Thando: TJ your friend.Me: Hayi I'm being tested today
so am | suppose to

guess what happened just tell me everything.Thando: | was just
feeling lonely so | kissed him butit was a mistake | swear.Me: So
wena everytime you feel you are going tokiss my
friends.Thando: No no | swear it was just a mistake and
hedidn't kiss me back.Me: So I'm suppose to believe that he
didn't kiss youback and that nothing else happened?Thando:
Yes please believe me hubby please.Me: Don't call me that
bring me that laptop.l have hidden cameras in each and every
room soshe took the laptop and | checked, | saw everything
lactually applaud TJ for what he did if it wassomeone else we
would be talking a different storynow.Me: So what if TJ didn't
reject you were you going tosleep with him?She kept quiet and
cried.

Me: Stop crying and talk Thandolwethu.Thando: No I'm
sorry.Me: So how am | suppose to trust you around myfriends
tell me.Thando: It was a mistake really, you can trust me.Me:
Just get out Thando and please tell TJ to comesee me.Thando:
Ngiyaxolisa Hlase (I'm sorry).As much as that made my heart
jump it didn't work.Me: Phuma Thando ( get out).She wiped
her tears and left, | really don't know howto feel about this it



was a mistake yeah but we willhave those moments where we
fight with Thando,how am | suppose to trust her not to run to
myfriends.TJ: Bafo.Me: Thando told why didn't you say
anything.TJ: | didn't want to cause trouble between you
andThando because | saw that she made a mistake.

Me: | don't know man how will | ever trust her again.TJ: Just
give her a chance to prove herself.Me: Thanks man for reacting
the way you did.TJ: We are brothers | wouldn't just let Thando
causeconflict between us.Me: | hear you.TJ: And go easy on
Sphe he loves Angel.Me: Just get out TJ.TJ: Stop being
stubborn.l took my pillow and threw it on him he ran
outlaughing, | love each and everyone of them | don'twant
anything to come between us not even Thando.l thought about
what my parents said about mebeing stubborn and that |
should let Isipho be happymaybe they were talking about
this.Sphe got in.Me: What do you want?Sphe: To talk.

Me: I'm listening.Sphe: I'm not going to play with her and you
knowthat but I'm sorry | should have talked to you.Me: If you
dare hurt her.Sphe: | know you going to kill me, you know you
aremy brother and | don't want us to fight over this.Me: You
are my brother yet you fell in love with mysister.Sphe: AHH
come on man you know what | mean, theheart wants what it
wants.Me: | hear you but you not off the hook yet .| told him
about what happened between TJ andThando.Me: You know



how much | love her but | don'ttolerate bullshit, | can't be in a
relationship withsomeone that | cannot trust.Sphe: | don't want
to lie to you Thando loves you alot futhi | believe she made a
mistake just let thisone slide then w can see how she behaves.

Me: Fine.Sphe: | will leave you to rest then stop thinking
toomuch.Me: Sho Bafo.He left and | tried to sleep.Isiphol was
impatiently waiting for Sphe outside mybrother's room just to
hear what he said about us.Me: So?Sphe: Calm down babe your
brother has no problem.Me: You mean he gave us his
blessings.Sphe: Not really but we shouldn't rush him.Me:
okay.We kissed.Me: | want to talk to Thando.

Sphe: okay | will go to the others.Thando didn't seem fine and
she said she wanted tosleep.When | got into her room she
tossing and turning,sweating and crying | think she was having
somenightmare.Me: Thando wake up its just a dream.Thando:
Sis Sindi.Me: Calm down its just a dream okay.l gave her some
water.Me: This is not the first time you having a
nightmarewhat's going on?Thando: | have been dreaming
about Sis Sindi, shesays she wants me to find her head.She was
now crying.Me: Uhmm what head?Thando: When they killed
her they took her head.l know the story about Sindi but | don't
know all of it.

Me: Shhh calm down.She was really breaking down so | went to
get mybrother.l didn't even knock.Sbani: Isipho what the



hell.Me: It's Thando.Sbani: | don't have time for this just get
out.Me: She is breaking down she has been having
somenightmares.He got out of bed and | followed after
him.Sbani: Thando what's going on.She told him what she told
me.Sbani: We will try sorting this out after the funerals.Me: |
think you have to sleep with Thando Bhutibecause she is
scared.Sbani: No she will be fine.Thando: Please.Sbani: Okay
fine.

| think there is something wrong between them.Me: | love you
both.l said that and left them in the room.Twenty
threeSbaniToday we are burying my father and brother |
feelreally sad | haven't cried because I'm trying to bestrong for
my sister but the truth is I'm hurting reallybad. After all the
things that happened with Muzi andmy father | didn't wish
death on them | wanted themto live.l wake up and go through
my closet looking forsomething to wear, | hear someone
clearing theirthroat.Sphe: | have been standing here for almost
thirtyminutes and you have been doing the same thing.Me: I'm
trying to look for something to wear.

Sphe: Heey man stop.Me: | can't seem to find these damn

clothes.Sphe: Sbani please just stop you can cry it's fine.He held
my arm and | let my tears roll down my face.Sphe: Just let it out
you have been strong for toolong.Me: It hurts bafo a lot.Sphe: |
know it hurts but nawe musa ukukhala ngathiuyithekeni ( don't



cry like a lady).l let go of him and laugh.Me: You are crazy
man.Sphe: Do you remember the first time we drankalcohol
and Khoza let us sleep on the cold tileswithout any blankets.We
both chuckled.Me: And the next morning he made us drink
twocases of Heineken.Sphe: He was so strict but he was also a
great father

to all of us.Me: Yeah that's true I'm going to miss him so
much.Sphe: We will all miss him back but now let us givehim
the funeral he deserves.Me: You are right let me check out my
clothes.Sphe: No it's fine they are already ready | took themout
while you were sleeping just take a bath, | will gocheck on the
others.Me: Okay man thank you.Sphe: You know | have got
you.He left and | took a shower then wore my clotheswhich |
found placed on my bed, they are treating melike a child in this
house.l went to check out on Isipho on her room.Me: Knock
knock.Them: Come in.She was with Thando, speaking of
Thando we areokay but I still don't trust her and her
nightmareshaven't gone away.

Me: Ladies are you okay?Thando: We are fine how are you?Me:
I'm okay can | please talk to my sister.Thando: Ofcos | will leave
you guys to it.Thando left and | looked at my sister.Me:
Angel.lsipho: It hurts Bhuti.Me: | know Angel and | feel the
same way.lsipho: | will miss him.Me: | know you will come
here.She ran to my arms and | hugged.Me: Shhh don't cry I'm



here and | will always be herefor you.lsipho: | know | love
you.Me: | love you too Angel now get ready it's gettinglate.l left
her and went to check on things and the gents Ibumped into
Mamzo.

Me: Mamzo.Mamzo: Boy.Me: | wanted to thank you for
everything | don't whatwe would have done without
you.Mamzo: It's my pleasure, you know | will always behere for
you guys all of you especially now that I'mthe only parent you
all left with.Hearing her saying that she is our parent made
mehappy.Me: Thank you.Mamzo: Everything is ready you can
go to thekitchen the boys are eating there.l nodded and went
to the guys.Me: Guys bathini.Them: Moja.We ate and then
prepared for the day.The service started and we were all sitting
in front,the pastor called me to speak.

The guys accompanied me to the front.Me: Uhmm we are not
suppose to be here today Isay that because | believe that these
two still had alot of things to live for but here we are and we
knowthat we can never outdone what the Lord has done,
Iwanted them to live and see me and my sister getmarried in
fact see all of us get married but God hadother plans. When |
think about my father the onlything that stands out in my mind
is how he treatedmy friends as his own and how he was always
therewhen we needed him, we will always remember himas
our friend, our advisor and our father. It's sad thathe had to



reunite with his son this way but | hopethey have the best
relationship wherever they aregoing.Thank you.We all went to
sit down then the service continueduntil we went to the
cemetery.And all was done for the day they were gone
andthere was nothing we could do.Me: What a day.

We were now at home just sitting in the lounge all ofus.Sims:
I'm dog tired | just want to relax.TJ: Me too man.Mamzo: You
can all relax after cleaning the yard.We all looked at each
other.Me: | have already called the cleaning company.Mamzo:
Ini? You all just making money.Sphe: Please Mamzo we are all
tired.Mamzo: | will let you guys rest only because | knowyou
are tired and thank you for everything.Sims: Thanks mama.We
all sat there and talked until it was late and wedecided to call it
a night. ThandoWe went to Sbani's room since | sleep with him
nowbecause of the nightmares.

Me: Should | run a bath for us or will we take ashower.Sbani: A
shower would do because I'm tired.We went to shower then
we went to bed.Me: Goodnight babe.Sbani: Goodnight
sthandwa sam.We kissed then he fell asleep right away |
triedsleeping but when | closed my eyes | kept on seingsis Sindi
| don't know maybe it's because | have beenthinking about her
a lot since the nightmares but itfelt so real.l saw myself walking
around in woods there waswind blowing around the place, |
heard sis Sindicalling my name. | was responding but it was



likeshe can't here me, | walked around and the windstarted
blowing very strong. | walked till | saw aperson sitting by the
river | kept on walking till Ireached her, | tapped on her
shoulder and she turnedl couldn't believe my eyes it was sis
Sindi.l tried speaking but words failed me.

Sis Sindi: Help me! Help me Thando you are my onlyhope.She
got up and looked at me a tear dropped fromher eye | couldn't
miss the pain written all over myface. | tried holding her hand |
wanted her to tell mehow to help me, when | tried getting
closer to her shekept moving backwards. When | was about to
touchher, her head disappeared and she was left without it.|
turned around and ran but | felt foot steps like shewas chasing
me and | could here the voicesrepeating the same thing." Help
me Thando you are my only hope" | was nowsweating and
crying since | was running, | couldn'teven find a way out of the
forest because the windwas now blinding my eyes.Sbani:
Thando wake up.Me: Mmmm.Sbani: Wake up its just a dream.|
was shaking uncontrollable.Sbani: Hey | will get you some
water.

He ran to the bathroom and came back with water.l drank it
and sighed this is starting to weigh medown.Me: She needs
some help.Sbani: Let me go and fetch mamzo.He ran out and
came back with Mamzo.Mamzo: What's going on Thando?I told
her what happens.Mamzo: There's someone | know that will



help you,we will go there tomorrow.Sbani: Will that person
help her?’Mamzo: Yes she will.Me: Thank you.Mamzo: You have
to pray everytime you sleep.Sbani: Can you pray for us.She
prayed.Mamzo: Don't worry everything will be fine wenaSbani
you don't realise it but you have power

invested in you to help people like Thando.We looked at each
other.Sbani: What does that mean Mamzo?Mamzo:

Nothing goodnight.Me: Goodnight mama.She left and went to
her room.Sbani: Will you be able to sleep?Me: Yes by the
power invested in you | will sleeppeacefully.Sbani: Come on
don't tell me you believe what shesaid.Me: She is always saying
that so I'm starting tobelieve her.Sbani: Let's just sleep.He held
me in his arms and hummed a song for me.Insert twenty
fourWhen we are young and still growing we think life is

a bed full of roses and that life is sweet not knowingthat it is a
total opposite. Now | have learnt that lifeis not meant to be
easy, it's meant to be lived.Sometimes happy, other times
rough but every upand down you learn lessons that make you
strong.We always behave like life owes us something evenafter
showing us that it owes nothing yet we neverlearn.We are now
on our way to see the prophet orsangoma | don't know, Mamzo
woke us up in theearly hours of the morning and we are all
going.They are all sleeping beside Sphe who is driving

I'm just looking around wondering what | would havedone if



Sbani did not come back for me, | wonderwhere my feet would
have taken me since | wasrunning and not looking back. What
life would be likeif Sis Sindi was still alive.I'm disturbed from my
thoughts by Mamzo tellingSphe to pull up the car because we
have arrived Ididn't even notice that she was awake.Who
comes to someone's house at this time I'msure they are still
sleeping.

| wake everyone to tell them that we have arrived.Sims: So
what now, we are going to wake them up?Mamzo: No she
knows we are already here.Sbani: I'm sleeping wake me up
when she comes.The gate opens and a very young beautiful
ladycomes out to meet us.Mamzo: Luthando.Luthando: Mama
it's been long.Mamzo: Ngiyazi ukuba matasa nje ( | know it's
justthat | have been busy).Luthando: | know mama are they all
here.Mamzo: Yes they are.She greeted us by our names even
though we didn'ttell her, | don't think she is the one that we
came tosee she looks young.Luthando: I'm the one who's going
to help you guysand I'm not that young Thando.Me: Uhmm
how did you know that?

She just laughed gosh she is beautiful and the guyswere looking
at her in awe.Luthando: I'm married guys so stop looking at
melike that.Sims: Are we getting inside or what it's kind of
coldin here.Luthando talked to Mamzo on the side then
cameback to us.Luthando: Let's go.We all got out of the car and



approached the house.Luthando: Who said we are getting
inside, we will goto the river first you can't get in there without
beingcleansed.The guys were really cold they ran to the
car.Luthando: Please listen to me get off that car andstart
walking following mama, we are not using a carto the river.TJ:
Are you serious?She didn't talk but she pointed the way.

We all walked in silence, | wonder when she woke upbecause
it's still very early for this.We walked for about thirty minutes
then we got to ariver, when | say a river | don't mean
somethingmaybe like a dam | mean something like an
ocean.Sbani: You got to be kidding me.Sphe: All | know is that
I'm not getting inside thatriver.Sims: Nami bafo nginawe
kulokho ( I'm also with youon that one).Luthando: We are here
please stop talking and listento me, are you all listening?Us:
Yes.Luthando: | will get into the river with one person at atime
for a cleansing we need to be fast becausethere are a lot of
things we need to do today soplease don't give me any
problems. I'm not going tobeg you guys to do this, | will go into
the water firstto pray then the first person will come but Sbani
youwill be the last one.

Sbani: Why?She did not answer him instead she hummed
softlyand gently it was just calming.Luthando: Oh and please
take off your clothes.Isipho: You mean we must be naked?She
nodded and went to the water she wasn't evenafraid.Sims:



Mamzo is she serious?Mamzo: Yes.Mamzo said taking off her
clothes.Sphe: I'm never coming to this place.Luthando: Can the
first person please come.Mamzo went in first it seems like she
is used to this.After Mamzo it was TJ then Sphe then Isipho
thenSims, The way the guys screamed it was all justfunny but it
was now my turn.When | put my foot in the water it was so
cold.Luthando: | don't have all day Thando | will put your

head under this water ten times | know | didn't do itto the
others but | know why I'm doing it to you.l nodded
reluctantly.She did her thing while praying | felt like | was
goingto die, when she was done | went to the others mindyou
we were not suppose to get dressed until we getto the car so
we were all just standing there nakedand cold.lt was now
Sbani's turn and he was just standingthere looking deep into
the water.Luthando: Sbanisamakhoza come and gents |
willneed your help with this one it's going to be a bithard.The
guys went to assist Luthando while doing herthing and took
longer than | expected, | would belying if | say | saw what she
was doing it just becameblur.Me: Do you see anything?l asked
Isipho.Isipho: No | was even afraid of asking you because |

thought it was happening to me only.After a while they all
came back.Luthando: Let's all walk back to the car and when
weget you all get dressed and go inside.We walked to the car
while naked when we got therewe wore our clothes and got



inside the yard, thehouse is a double storey very beautiful.No
one was talking we were all just drained by thewater |
guess.Luthando: You can all sit down so we can begin.We sat
down on the mat in her hut, the guys sat ontheir side and us on
our side.Luthando: So let's begin with you Thando.l felt my
heart beating fast.Luthando: You need to go to Joburg and dig
Sindi'shead in front of Lorraine's house and go bury itwhere you
buried her body, you need to go backhome where you were
born and do a ritual for yourparents but don't worry | will assist
you with that andlastly you have to go see your aunt she needs
to talk

to you before she dies. You are where you supposeto be now
don't mess it up because you will neverget another chance in
this life.This was just a lot to take in but | understoodeverything
she said.Luthando: Isipho and Sphe | see a good thingbetween
you guys don't mess it up, Sphe | need totake you to your
parents their hearts bleed for you. Iknow you have questions
and | will answer themwhen I'm done.Luthando: TJ it's all good
but...She looked at Sphe then at TJ she kept doing thatfor about
ten minutes.Luthando: TJ and Sphe | see something
commonbetween you too, you are brothers.We all gasped but
TJ and Sphe were just looking ateach other.l saw the
resemblance between them but | thoughtit's because they have
been friends for long.Luthando: Don't worry | will explain, you
were both



stolen from your parents house when you were stillyoung by
your mother's friend and her husband, theystarted resenting
you guys because the more yougrew up the more you looked
like your parents sothey knew people are going to start
askingquestions.They separated you guys when you werestill
young so that's why you don't know each other.TJ: It can't be
we are the same age.Luthando: That's because you are
twins.They looked at each other and tears fell from
theireyes.Luthando: It's all good now don't worry.She looked at
Mamzo.Luthando: Sims and mama all is well you just needto do
a small ritual for your husband.Sbani you will go under water
for five days, when youcome back you will not be a sangoma or
anythinglike that you will just help those people that you willbe
assigned to help and you will be able to seeeverything just like
me. It will not be your every day

thing just like me but you have to do it because it'swho you
are.The look on hubby he was so terrified and thethought of
him staying under water for five days wasterrifying for
everyone.Luthando: Don't be scared it's your destiny sonothing
will happen to you, Sbani and Isipho yourparents are saying it's
time to fix those businessesnow and continue building your
legacy. And to all ofyou no matter what happens between you
guyssolve it like a family because that's what you are, Noone
between all of you can ever survive without theother. This was
all God's plan he knew that througheverything that has



happened to each and everyoneof you, you will always have
each other please justkeep it that way and mama you are
blessed keepbeing there for them.Mamzo: | will |
promise.Luthando: | know you are all hungry and tired, |
willorganise food for you guys then you can rest later

we are going it's still a long journey.Sphe: | can go anywhere
after | have ate and restedbut not the river.We all
laughed.Sims: Me and you both.Luthando: No more rivers,
Sphe and TJ come withme.They followed her outside.lsipho:
The river was not that bad | feel lighter andfree.Mamzo: That's
what it does.Sbani: You have been there?Mamzo: Yes.Me: | saw
the way you behaved mama you were notscared at all.Two girls
brought us food and beverages.Sims: Finally.We all ate in
silence | didn't even realise | was this

hungry until now.Sphe and TJ came back smiling.Sphe: Don't
tell us you also ate our food.Sbani: Ofcos we did.TJ: You are not
serious right?Mamzo: They are just joking boys please don't
faint.We all laughed while eating.Mamzo: The way you all
screamed in the water youwere like small girls.TJ: Let's not talk
about that please.We laughed because he is the one who
screamedthe most.Mamzo: So how do you guys feel? Did
coming herehelp?Me: You have no idea mama thank you so
much.Sphe: We are really grateful Mamzo we wouldn'thave
known that we are blood brothers | just don'tknow what to say.



Sims: You are just going to start crying we know youso just shut
up.We all expressed our gratitude to Mamzo.Sbani: So Mamzo
you knew about this gift of minedidn't you?Mamzo: Yes | did
your mother was my best friend soshe told me
everything.Sbani: So you think it's safe for me to go to the
river’Mamzo: Yes it's safe | knew you will have to do itsome
day.Sbani: It's fine then.TJ: Thokoza.He said teasing
Sbani.Sbani: Mxm just shut up and let me sleep.The mat was
comfortable enough for us to sleep.Luthando came to the hut
with blankets.Luthando: I'm only giving you guys two hours to
restthen we hit the road to Joburg, | will come wake you

guys up.Mamzo: Thank you Luthando.Luthando: It's my job
mama and the power of thelord, you guys before you sleep
remember that lifegoes on whether you choose to move on
and take achance in the unknown, or stay behind locked in
thepast thinking of what could have happened.She said that
and left us to think about what shewas saying, we all layed
down without sayinganything | guess everyone was just
thinking about it.l think the time has come for us to face the
past andleave it behind so we can move on and be
happywithout worrying about what occurred when we
wereyoung or all the mistakes we made while growing up.It's
been long since | felt at ease when I'm about tosleep, | smile
then drift off to sleep.Insert twenty fiveSbani



Life is really unpredictable it shows us that whateverwe plan for
ourselves God will always decidebecause he planned our lives
before we were born.We always think that we have better
plans but Healways has even greater plans, sometimes | think
itwould be better if we are born holding a paper orbook with all
our journey so we would know what wewill face when we grow
up that can actually prepareus for everything we face but
maybe some of us willnot be able to handle it. | never in my
whole lifethought that | would be told that | have the
powerwithin me to heal people or to see beyond of whatmeets
the human eye.l get up and go outside, Isipho was right going
intothat water makes you feel calm and free.Luthando: You are
awake?Me: Yes | am.Luthando: What's on your mind?Me: I'm
just thinking about life and everything youknow.Luthando: You
know growing up | didn't know | had a

gift but my grandparents always told me I'm aspecial child.Me:
Did you understand what they meant about that?Luthando: No
| didn't but when | finished matric Istarted having dreams and
everything | dreamtactually happened but still | didn't
understand untilthey died and then | had no one to tell me
what it allmeant.Me: I'm sorry about that, so when did it all
makesense?Luthando: When | met my father who also had
thesame gift, | went through a lot before it all cametogether
but I'm glad that | had my husband throughit all. He is my
strength | don't think anyone elsewould have stayed with me to



walk the journey Iwalked.Me: | guess you were lucky then, |
love my sister andeveryone else in my life but the only people
that Ifeel like | will always have a strong connection withare my
parents. Everytime when | feel down or whenl feel conflicted |
go to their grave and talk to them

and after that | feel much better.Luthando: That's because you
do have a strongconnection with them and it will always be like
thattill you join them in the after life. Do you love Thandoor you
feel sorry for her because of the things shewent through?Me: |
think | love her no | know I love her | just don'tfeel that
connected to her maybe it's because wehaven't spent much
time together alone. When shetold me she kissed TJ it actually
caused me to doubther a lot.Luthando: She loves but | don't
know whether she isyour soulmate or not. | can see you getting
marriedbut | don't see who you are marrying whether
it'sThando or someone else it's just not clear but myadvice
after all this is done spend time with her thenyou will know.Me:
You just confused me more.Luthando: Don't be everything that
will happen inyour life from now on, you will see it and
knowwhether it's right or wrong.

Me: Thank you for the talk.Luthando: It's my pleasure it's
always great to talk tosomeone who gets you, now let's go
wake the otherswe need to hit the road.Me: Don't you get tired
of doing all this?Luthando: No | don't think | can live my life



withoutdoing it, the sad part is that even my children willfollow
in my path not all of them but my son isalready giving me
problems.Me: If you don't mind me asking who had this gift
inmy family?Luthando: Your parents.Me: Both of
them?Luthando: Yes both of them.l nodded, they died when
we were still young wewouldn't have known all that. | don't like
thinkingabout my parents because it makes me think
aboutwhat Muzi did.We went inside and they were all awake
just foldingthe blankets.

| looked at Thando and thought about whatLuthando said can it
be possible that she is not mysoulmate, | don't think | want to
meet someone elseeven though I'm still not sure how | really
feel aboutThando.Luthando: I'm glad you are all awake | hope
you haverested.Mamzo: We have baby thank you.Luthando: |
will drive with you mama and you all cango together.Sims: I'm
not driving first.Sphe: I'm not driving at all because | drove
when wecame here.Luthando: | don't care how you all do it but
let's go.Me: | will drive first let's go.We all got into the car and |
drove, every one washappy chatting and enjoying the drive. It
makes mevery happy to see them smiling and laughing like
this.We stopped at some garage to relieve our selvesand get
some food.

Sims: Let me drive man.Me: Even if you didn't say it | was about
to ask you to.Sims: Mxm.Thando was sitting alone in the



backseat, TJ wassleeping and Sphe was busy all lovey dovey
with mysister.Me: Are you okay?Thando: Yes I'm just
scared.Me: Don't be everything will work out just fine.Thando:
I'm not sure if I'm ready to see that placeagain.Me: You have to
do this so that we put the pastbehind us.Thando: | know and
thank you for helping me do allthis without you | don't know
where | would be.Me: I'm here for you always.Thando: | love
you hubby.Me: | love you too wifey.

We kissed and it felt right so right that | became sureshe is the
one or maybe that's how | want to feel.Sphe: Hayi guys you
can't be kissing like that in frontof us.Me: You have been licking
my sister like no one'sbusiness in front of me so nje
please.Sphe: | will never hear the end of it.Me: Vele you will
never.We all laughed.After a few hours we were in Joburg.Sims:
We are here.We all got out of the car and waited for
Luthandoand Mamzo.My phone rings and it's Mamzo.Mamzo:
Where are you guys? We are in Lorraine'shouse.Me: You didn't
tell us to drive there though.Mamzo: You guys knew we were
coming here didn't

you.Me: Okay we are coming please send us the address.| gave
Sims the address then he drove.Me: Are you ready sthandwa
sam?Thando: | think | am let's get this over and done with.Me:
I'm here okay.She nodded | could see that she was scared.We



arrived there and the house was burnt down Iremember Muzi
telling me that he burned the house.Luthando: Get out of the
car we don't have enoughtime.We all got out the car and
followed Luthando she isnice and all but when she is on work
mode shedoesn't laugh at all.Thandol looked around and the
place was burnt down,this

place was once a place | thought | would call home.It wasn't so
pleasant but atleast | had a roof over myhead, in here | found a
person who was my friendand sister.Then | remember the pain
| went through all thethings Mam Lorraine did to me.l feel
someone hold my hand.Sbani: Hey I'm here we are all here
don't be scared.l nod my head a few times.Luthando: Well boys
you need to dig over there.Sphe: Where?Luthando: Here.She
said pointing where the door was located.Sbani: Okay let's get
to it then.Luthando: Can you even dig or ningo skrr skrr.We all
laughed while the guys started digging.Me: Stop please stop.|
was already seing the skull, | fell down on my knees

and attempted to touch it.Luthando: No Thando let me touch it
first.l nodded.She took it out and did her thing.Luthando: Bring
that box.TJ gave her the box and she put the skull in it, |
can'teven see it's her but | believe it because Luthando issaying
so.Luthando: You can carry the box Thando and we goto where
you buried her body.| took the box and went to the car with it
then wedrove to the place | was kept captive. The place lwished



to never visit ever again.Sbani: We are here are you ready.Me: |
don't know.Sbani: | know this is hard on you harder than we
canall imagine but you need to do this not for anyoneelse but
for you and for Sindi.Me: Okay let's do it.

We did all the necessary things and it was all done.Luthando:
You can have a minute and talk to her.l nodded my head.Sbani:
| can stay with you if you like.Me: Please.He kneeled down with
me.Me: Uhmm sis Sindi | hope you are now resting inpeace, if |
could I would turn back the hands of timebut now | can't. | wish
you were still here to see megrow and become all that you
wanted me to become,it kills to know that you died while
fighting for myfreedom | promise to make you proud everyday.
Lalauphumule sthandwa sam | will always be grateful
foreverything you did for me and | will always carry youin my
heart. | love you always.Sbani: It's okay all is done now.We got
up and went to the others.I'm glad | did this | hope sis Sindi is
now happywherever she is.

Luthando: She will let you know how happy she islet's go.l hope
this is a beginning of new things | can nowfocus on my future
and on my relationship withSbani hoping it will all work out just
fine.Insert twenty six1 year laterLife changes you lose love, you
lose friends. Youlose pieces of yourself that you never
imaginedwould be gone. And then, without you even realisingit
these pieces come back. New love enters.Better friends come



along and a stronger wiser youis staring back at the mirror with
a smile ofconfidence.Don't ever try holding back from being
made a betterperson, don't resist problems and
challengesbecause they come to make you a better personthan
you already are.

What we face is different but we all come out strongit's up to
you if you want to give up or get up andface the world because
everyone is fighting theirown battle whether they do it with a
smile on theirfaces or with worry.Never in my wildest dreams
have | thought that | willfind happiness in this world but now
you don't evenhave to ask me whether I'm okay or not it's
writtenall over me. | went to see my aunt and her husbandlast
year, let me tell you how it all went down.Few months
backSbani: Are you sure about this?Me: I'm not sure but | have
to do it, I'm tired of livingin the past.Sbani: Let's get in then.l
took a deep breath and Sbani held my handreassuring me that
it will be fine and that's all Ineeded him by my side.Sbani: Knock
Knock.The door opened and | came face to face with my

nightmare, she just stood there and looked at mewithout
saying anything. | attempted to go back tothe car but she called
my name.Aunt: Lwethu.That's what she used to call me when
things werestill going well between us.l looked back and | saw
tears in her eyes but | didn'tbelieve she was really crying,
"those are justcrocodile tears" | said to myself.Sbani: Sthandwa



sam please lets get inside.l wiped my tears and followed after
him to the house.Aunt: Ningahlala phansi (You can sit
down).We sat down, the house was still the same exceptthat it
was all dusty now and the furniture was a bitworn out.It was
now awfully quiet in the room with my auntsniffing | don't
know why she is acting because thereare no cameras here or
any price to be won.Sbani looked at me then at her and cleared
his throat.

Aunt: I'm sorry | could be offering you guyssomething to drink
but we have nothing in this house.Sbani: It's okay mah, Thando
uyakhuluma or what?l knew he was getting pissed.Me: Uhmm |
came here to find closure, | want toleave the past behind me
and carry on with my lifebut | can't do that without knowing
what | did to youfor you to treat me the way you did.Aunt:
Lwethu | can never justify what | did to you, Idon't even know
what to say besides I'm sorry.Me: Why did you hurt me like that
you were supposeto protect me.Aunt: | know and there is no
day that passes bywithout me not thinking about what | did to
you, Iregret it sthandwa sam | know | wronged you and
noamount of apologies can undo it but please forgiveme.Me:
You hurt me beyond repair, do you knowwhere | went when
you and your husband kicked meout | stayed on the streets, the
streets aunt and |



ended being a prostitute almost died in the processwhile you
were here living your best life.She came to me and kneeled
down.Aunt: | was not living my best life Lwethu mybrother's
spirit haunted me for neglecting you and asyou can see | lost
everything.Me: Where is your husband?Aunt: He left me for
someone else you know how heis like, please forgive me ngane
kamfowethu | don'thave enough time in this world please.Me:
What do you mean you don't have enough time?Aunt: | have
cancer and the doctor told me that Ihave a few months to live
please forgive me so | canbe able to rest in peace.Coming here |
told myself that | will forgive my auntbecause she is the only
blood family member | haveleft then we will take it one day at a
time working onour relationship but now this.Me: Aunt no you
can't die now I still need you tomake it out to me.

Aunt: I'm being punished Lwethu for all the things Idid to
you.Me: But | forgive you.Aunt: You do?That came out as a
whisper.l looked at my pillar of strength and he nodded.Me:
Yes | do please don't die.l was now holding her hands
crying.Sbani: Mah we can get you all the help you need ifyou
allow us.Aunt: And | appreciate that with all my heart butplease
let me rest Lwethu | can never live withmyself after all that |
have done.Me: But | want you to live.Aunt: | can't Lwethu.Me:
No you can't do that to me if you want me to behappy you will
allow us to help you.Aunt: | have suffered enough the pain is
unbearable



please let me go.Then it was it she started having seizures we
tookher to the hospital but she was gone, | know youmay think
I'm a fool but | didn't want her to die. Iwanted her to live but
there was nothing | could dothan to accept it and move
on.NowMe: Isi why are you running who is chasing you?She
closed the door and sat on my bed.Me: Okay you are scaring
me what's going on, Ithought you were at school.We are both
studying at UKZN and we stay here notat res.Isipho: | had to
skip class | wasn't feeling well.Me: Okay did you go to the
doctor?Isipho: No Uhmm | think I'm you know.

Me: No | don't know.lIsipho: Urgg Thando you can be slow at
times.She took out four sealed pregnant tests.Me: Isi no
no.lsipho: | know | think I'm pregnant Bhuti is going tokill
me.Me: | thought you and Sphe were not doing the
deed.Isipho: We were Uhmm | mean we are.Me: Okay let's not
panic just do the tests and let'ssee what they say.Isipho: What
if they come out positive?Me: Just do them.She went to the
bathroom panicking, hubby is goingto kill this one and the
hardest thing is that we don'tkeep any secrets from him
because he sees thingsbefore we do, if Isi is pregnant | bet he
alreadyknows. He went to the river and he ended up
stayingthere for a whole month not five days we all thoughthe
was never coming out but he did and everything



is fine now.lIsipho: Thando.lIsi shouted from the bathroom.Me:
So?lsipho: Please check them for me I'm scared.| took them all
and they were all positive.Me: Uhmm Isi.lsipho: They are
positive aren't they?Me: Yes I'm sorry babes.Isipho: Bhuti
uzongibulala Thando (he is going to killme).She started
crying.Me: Please calm down you can't be crying like thiswhile
pregnant.She just looked at me and cried more.Me: Isipho
please.lsipho: Maybe he already knows oh my gosh whatam |
going to do.

Me: He is going to be angry yes but he will calmdown.Isipho:
We talked about this and | promised him thatl will not get
pregnant while I'm still at school and heasked if | was having
sex with Sphe and | said no.Me: It's going to be fine.l took her
to my bed and she fell asleep, | wentdownstairs and Mamzo
was there.Me: Mama we hardly see you in this house it's
likeyou found yourself a man.She laughed.Mamzo: Hayi Thando
I'm actually on my way out.Me: So who is he?Mamzo: Hayi
mahn Thando I'm not your friend.Me: Are you blushing?She hit
me with a towel.Mamzo: You won't be laughing like that when
Sbaniask you why you didn't tell him that Isi is pregnant.

Me: Wait you know?Mamzo: Ngimdala mina Thando (I'm
old).Me: Please stay so that you will talk to him for us.Mamzo:
No | can't keep my man waiting.Me: Shisa mama "your
man".We both laughed.Me: Wait let me go with you | want to



go see hubbyin his office.Mamzo: You want to bribe him with
your vagina.Me: Haa mama.l ran to my room to freshen up, |
love the wayMamzo treats us it's like we are all her children
nofavouritism what's so ever.Me: We can go.Mamzo: | bet
there's a lingerie underneath that dress.We laughed and she
dropped me off at the office.l went straight to his office
because his PA was notthere.

Me: Knock knock.Sbani: Come in.Me: Hubby.Sbani:

Wifey.We kissed.Sbani: What did | do to deserve this because
lalways have to beg you to come to my office.Me: | missed you
and | bought you lunch.Sbani: Thank you as if you knew my PA
called in sickso | have no one to buy me food.Me: And | bought
you desert.l lowered my dress and showed my lingerie,
yesMamzo was right so don't look at me like that.Sbani: Uhmm
Thando marn.l was now sitting on his lap.Me: Don't mind me
just eat.l kneeled between his legs and removed his belt theni
put my hands inside him and took out his manhood.

| put the tip in my mouth and he jumped.Me: Please don't
move.Sbani: Thando.He groaned my name but | continued with
what Iwas doing and he had stopped eating his handswere now
in my head, he came in my mouth and Iswallowed. He lifted me
up and put me on his deskand started kissing me from my
mouth down to mybreasts.Me: Sba..ahh.He went down till he
was on my vagina, my lingeriewas already on the floor torn.He



put his tongue on my vagina.Sbani: Thando why did you come
to my office today.Me: | Uhmm ahhh yes.Sbani: | asked you a
question Thando.His mouth vibrated on my clit while he talked
but Ididn't answer.He put one finger then two fingers and |
went crazy

his tongue was still on my clit.Sbani: Are you answering or
not?He asked again going in and out fast.Me: | ahhh Sbani I'm
cumm..He slowed his pace down.Sbani: You are not going to
cum before you answermy question.Me: Sbani please.Sbani:
Please what?He asked taking out his shaft and rubbing it on
myentrance total torture.Sbani: uthi why are you here?Me:
Sbani | ahhh.He put it in and took it out | swear | wanted to
cry.Sbani: Khuluma sthandwa sam (Talk my love).He was now
going in deep | could feel him on mywomb, he hit it fast and
deep.Me: Isipho is ahhh yes.

Sbani: Isipho is what?Me: She is pregnant baby ahh damn |
wasn'tsuppose to say that.Sbani: Good.He said going in and out
gosh he is so good, wecontinue with our thing and the rest is
history.Insert twenty sevenSbanilife is great | guess all the
storms are calm and passus now, if someone told me that
realising andembracing your gift was this wonderful |
wouldn'thave agreed but after | went under the ocean |
cameback feeling like | was born again that's how great itfelt. |
have helped a few people and I'm still going tocontinue doing



so, the businesses are now up andrunning and we opened
other branches so each oneof us owns a company except for
the girls becausethey are still studying atleast that's what |
thought

before Isi got pregnant. | knew the day they madethat baby
that she was going to get pregnant butthere's nothing | would
have done.After our little session Thando fell asleep in myoffice
but now we are in my car going home sincel'm done working,
she's not talking to me because Imade her tell me that Isi is
pregnant | don't knowhow | made her do it but she is saying |
did.Me: So you not going to talk to me?She kept

quiet.Me: Thandolwam.Thando: Isi is going to kill me.Me: So
you weren't going to tell me if it wasn't for mydeep
strokes.Thando: This is not a joke Hlase.Me: Nam I'm not joking
wifey I'm asking you whenwere you going to tell me?She kept
quiet.Me: Awusakhulumi Thandolwethu ( You can't talk

now).She knows I'm getting pissed when | call her that.Thando:
Uhmm | was going to tell you.Me: If you were going to tell me
then why are youangry that | know huh.Thando: It's just that Isi
was suppose to tell youherself.Me: And what were you suppose
to do keep it asecret?Thando: Yes | mean no I'm sorry okay.Me:
Uphakamisela bani izwi(Who are you raisingyour voice
to).Thando: I'm sorry Hlase.Me: It's fine vele | already knew.l
passed by McDonald drive thru.Me: What do you want to



eat?Thando: Nothing I'm not hungry.Me: Ufuna sixabane yini
Thandolwam?

She ordered for everyone, | know you all think I'mbeing harsh
but | hate being lied to and she knows it.l drove till we got
home.Thando: Please don't tell Isi that | told you.l chuckled she
literally wanted to cry.Me: | won't wifey relax.We got inside the
house and they were playing videogames.Me: You guys
good?They nodded not even paying attention to me, | wentto
the room to freshen up while wifey went to thekitchen after |
was done | went back to the others.Sims: Hayi Angel you are
cheating why are youalways winning.lsipho: Because | learnt
from the best.She said looking at me and smiling, | love her
somuch but she is growing too fast.Thando: Food is ready.

We all gathered around the table.TJ: Mamzo is not around
again.Me: She is with her man.They all looked at me.Me: What?
It's the truth.Sims: Who is he | think | need to see him.Me: She
will tell us when she is ready.Sims: Mxm.Sphe took a bite on his
burger and ran to thebathroom, Isi looked at me then looked
down.TJ: What's up with him?We all shrugged our shoulders,
Sphe came backlooking all sick.Me: Are you okay bafo.Sphe: |
don't know | have been feeling like this todayand | haven't
ate.TJ: You need to see a doctor.Me: Doctor for what ungaguli
(When you not sick).



Isipho and Thando choked on their drinks and we alllooked at
them.Sims: Talk what's going on?They looked at each other.Me:
Are you guys talking or should I?Them: Uhmm no argh
yes.Sphe: Nithini?Isipho: Bhuti I'm sorry.Me: For what?Thando:
Come on Sbhani you already know.Me: How do | know did you
tell me?Thando looked at Isi.Isipho: No Thando you
didn't.Thando: I'm sorry Isi your brother made me tell him
Ididn't mean to.lsipho: Did he force?Thando: No he Uhmm I'm
So sorry Isi.

Isipho: You promised Thando.TJ: Woaw we are still waiting to
know whats goingon.lsi go up and attempted to leave.Me:
Isipho sit down.Sims: Bafo don't shout at her.Me: Isipho here is
pregnant.Sphe: Isipho.lsipho: | was going to tell after | have told
my brotherbut Thando here ruined everything.Me: Which
everything are you talking about? youmean the fact that you
are pregnant.lsipho: Bhuti I'm sorry ngiyaxolisa Hlase.Sphe:
Bafo.Me: Don't Sphesihle don't we talked about this andyou
promised you were going to wait until shegraduates.TJ: Calm
down Sbani what's done is done kodwa nani ke what happened
to protection.Isipho: I'm sorry Bhuti TJ.TJ: It's okay Angel.Me:
Since you guys are grown enough to build yourown family you
will have to find your own place.Sphe: You are being too hard
on us now Sbhani.Me: You knock up my sister and you still have
thenerve to tell me that, uyajwayela wena Sphe.l got up and
punched we fought and everyone was just watching us. When



we were done we got up.Sims: Do you guys feel better
now?Me: Mxm | need some air.Sphe followed me.Sphe: I'm
sorry bafo it just happened.Me: Is that suppose to make me
feel better.Sphe: Hayi what should | do now kiss you.Me: Fuck
off.Sphe: I'm still shocked.

Me: Are you happy though?Sphe: Over the moon.Me: Okay
Donald.Sphe: Mxm.Me: I'm still angry by the way.l got up and
went inside, Isi and Thando wereshouting at each other
upstairs.TJ: | didn't expect that.Sims: Neither did | but they are
in a relationship andthey are intimate.Me: | really don't have a
problem with theirrelationship but | wanted Isi to graduate first
beforethis.TJ: There is nothing we can do now, go talk to
thembefore they kill each other and Sbani be calm please.|
nodded.Thando Me: I'm sorry Isi | didn't mean to tell him and
healready knew.lIsipho: | don't care if he already knew or not
but youdidn't have to tell him.Me: | don't know what else to say
because | told youl'm sorry.Sbani: Why are shouting at each
other like that?Us: Thando broke a secret, Isi | have
beenapologising for that.Sbani: How am | suppose to hear you
when you talkat the same time?He is chilled and | don't like
it.Sbani: Sit down both of you.lsipho: I'm sorry Bhuti | know |
disappointed you.Sbani: It's fine there is nothing | can do to
change thesituation so it's fine.Me: I'm sorry Isi.



Isipho: It's fine but next time don't let my brother'sdick control
you.Sbani: I'm still here.Isipho: Were you serious about
throwing us out?Sbani: Yes angithi you are grown now and you
canmake babies.Isipho: Bhuti.Sbani: Let's go | need to talk to
you and Sphe aboutthat ugly baby you carrying.We all laughed,
Sbani is like a ticking bomb really.They left and | went to the
bathroom to smoke someweed Sbani told me to quit smoking
and | told him Idid.l smoked and when | was done | went back
to mybedroom only to find Sbani sitting on my bed.Me: Uhmm
| didn't know you were here.Sbani: Ufuqga insangu
Thandolwethu ( You smokeweed now).Me: I'm sorry.

Sbani: Is this the life you want us to live, you lying tome all the
damn time and then you say sorry.Me: | was just
stressed.Sbani: Didn't you say that you quit smoking.Me: | did |
mean | tried.Sbani: Then what happened?Me: Just stop
shouting at me, just because youhelped me out doesn't mean
you control me.Sbani: Wow just wow.Me: | didn't mean it like
that.He was already gone, no need to tell me | know I'mstupid
very stupid. | just keep ruining things | don'tknow what's wrong
with me.l went downstairs and Isi and Sphe were cuddling
onthe couch.Me: Did you guys see Sbani?Sphe: They went
out.Me: Okay goodnight then.

Isipho: | thought your friends from school werehaving a party
aren't you going.Me: | forgot about that.| went to the room and



when | was about to fallasleep a message came through my
phone from myfriend at varsity saying they were outside.l
hesitated but then | woke up freshen up then worea very nice
dress.When | got downstairs Isi and Sphe were not thereso |
sneaked out.Zane: | thought you weren't going to come.Me: If
you didn't come fetch me | wasn't.Zane: Get inside let's go.Me:
Where is the party again?Zane: My boyfriends place, why didn't
bring yourboyfriend?Me: We kind of had a fight earlier
on.Zane: And you are here instead of apologising.

Me: No it's fine he will calm down.She drove to her boyfriends
place and it was packed.Zane: We are here let's go | will
introduce you tosome of my friends.She kept on introducing
me.Me: Is that your boyfriend?Zane: Yes and that's his cousin
he's a psychopathplease stay away from him.Me: Don't worry |
will.Her boyfriend and cousin came to us.Zane: Babe this is my
friend Thando, that's Gift myboyfriend and Chad his cousin.Me:
Nice to meet you guys.Gift: Same here can | steal Zane for a
sec.Me: It's fine.Zane: Friend remember what | told you.She
was talking about Chad.Me: Yes friend.

Chad: Nice eyes Thando and you are beautiful.Me: Thank you
Chad excuse me.Chad: Where are you going I'm still talking to
you.l swallowed hard.Me: | want to get something to
drink.Chad: | will call someone to get us something todrink.Me:
No | want to go talk to the others.He lifted his t-shirt and there



was a gun on his waist.Chad: If you dare shout you will die sit
the fuck down.l looked around and Zane was no where to be
found.What did | get myself into.Insert twenty eightSbaniEarlier
we went to get some drinks because | was pissed at Thando
sometimes | really think she is notmy soulmate, she just doesn't
get me and she isdisrespectful asf.We are now in the car going
back home we havework tomorrow.Sims: Don't tell me you are
still pissed?Me: This is why | was never in serious
relationships.TJ: Hayi abafazi ( woman).Me: | just want to sleep
| have a very importantmeeting tomorrow.Sims: And we are
here.We got inside the house.TJ: It's so quite | guess everyone
is sleeping,goodnight gents.Me: So bafo.l went to my room we
are now using the same roomwith Thando but she was not
there. | checked theroom she was using before still not there.l
went to Isipho's room she was not there, | checked Sphe's room
and they were watching a movie.Me: Sorry to disturb you guys
but have you seenThando.Isipho: Thando is sleeping Bhuti.Me: |
have checked the rooms but she is not here.lsipho: Bhuti what
do you mean?Me: | mean just that akekho.They got off the bed
and we searched the house.Sims: What's going on
nifunani?(what are youlooking for).Sphe: Thando.Sims: Where
is she?Me: She is clearly not in the house.Sims: Hayi I'm starting
to get fed up with this girl.TJ: Where could she be Angel did she
tell youanything?Isipho: No.Sphe: The party you talked about.



Me: What party?lsipho: She said she was not going this means
shesneaked out.Isipho checked her phone.lsipho: Uhmm she
might have gone to the party.Me: Give me that.l scrolled down
on Isipho's Instagram and the dressthat Thando is wearing |
don't even want to talkabout it.Me: Who is Zane and what is
she wearing?Sphe: Let me see.They kept on passing the phone
to each other.Sims: | don't understand what does Thando
wantexactly.Isipho: Bhuti can we please fetch her.Me: No I'm
going back to sleep, Thando sneaked outand didn't tell anyone
this means she knows whatshe is doing.

Isipho looked at the guys.Sims: No I'm not getting involved.TJ:
Me neither goodnight guys.Sphe: | love you but let's go to
sleep.lsipho: Sphe.Sphe: Isipho let's go.She dragged her feet
and followed Sphe while | alsowent to my room to
sleep.NarratedChad found an empty room in the house and
tookThando to it.Chad: Just relax don't do anything stupid or
else youdie.Thando nodded but her eyes were on the gun
sinceshe knows how to shoot.Chad: I'm not going to hurt you
let's just have fun.

He said taking out some weed and cocaine.Thando: You smoke
weed?Chad: Yes you do too?Thando thought about the
argument she had withSbani earlier but then she nodded.They
smoked and kept on smoking till Thando wastoo high, he took
off Thando's clothes and hisclothes made Thando lay on the



bed. He also layednext to her naked and took some photos and
postedthem on Instagram tagging Thando in the process.You
see Chad is a really psychopath he stoppedtaking his meds a
few days ago and his cousindoesn't know.He didn't even rape
Thando but the photos he tookwere very intimate and they
looked like a real couple,Thando was no asleep. Chad put
Thando's clotheson her and then slept next to her smiling.On
the other side Isipho woke up because her wasbeeping nonstop
with notifications.Some people from Varsity were sharing the
photos, she took her phone and couldn't believe her eyes
sheran to the bathroom to wash her face because
ofshock.Isipho: Thando what have you done no no.She tried
calling Thando's phone but it went straighton voicemail.Sphe:
Babe are you okay?Isipho: Yes I'm fine.She hid her phone and
went back to the bedroom.Sphe: Is everything okay.She
thought about lying but then they were going tosee the photos
because they were all over socialmedia.lsipho: Please don't
freak out.She said showing him the photos.Sphe: What the hell
is this?Isipho: | don't know.Sphe: Isipho don't lie to me is
Thando cheating on

Sbani.lsipho: | don't know.Sphe: Sbani doesn't deserve this let's
go to TJmaybe he can take out this photos before Sbanisees
them.They went out of their room and heard TJ and Simstalking
in the kitchen.Sims: Morning love birds.Sphe: Guys there's no
time for that look.He showed them the photos and TJ dropped



hisbowl| of cereal.TJ: What in the world is this?Isipho: Can you
do something before my brother seethem.TJ: People are
sharing them so | can't even if | tried.They all sat down.Sims:
Sbani is going to lose it.TJ: No offense but he doesn't deserve
this.

Sphe: That's exactly what | said.lsipho: Do you think we should
tell him I mean he isgoing to freak on us too if we don't.Sims:
He has a very important meeting today wecan't ruin that.Sbani:
Ruin what? Morning family.Sphe: You look happy.Sbani: That's
because | am.They looked at each other.Isipho: Good luck Bhuti
on your meeting.Sbani: Thanks Angel.TJ: Is Thando back?Sbani:
| do not know and | don't care, she does asshe pleases so let's
leave her like that.His phone rang.Sbani: No | haven't checked
my phone.They looked at each other again.Sbani: Okay | will
check it right now.

Sims: Uhmm Sbani | wouldn't do that if | were you.Sbani:
Why?TJ took his phone from him.Sbani: TJ what the hell
man.TJ: Nothing | want to check something.Sbani: Isipho can |
use your phone.lsipho: No Bhuti.Sbani: What do you mean
no?lsipho: | mean my battery is dead.Sbani: Really Isi you were
just using it right now sodon't let me repeat myself give me that
phone.Sphe: Isipho don't.Sbani: Okay what's going on?Them:
Nothing.Sims: Just eat man you going to be late for
yourmeeting.Sbani: No TJ bring back my phone now.



He roared and TJ gave him his phone, and therewere endless
notifications coming through.Sbani: What in the name of the
Lord is this?Sims: We told you not to touch your phone.Sbani:
Isipho!lsipho: | didn't know | swear Bhuti.Sbani: Do you know
this guy?Isipho: No | don't.Sbani: Okay it's fine I'm going to
work now.TJ: Bafo.Sbani: No I'm not going to do anything it's
her choiceso it's fine you guys should also get ready for
workand Isipho attend your classes.He left them there.Sphe:
What was that?Sims: Sbani is most dangerous when he is calm
Idon't like this.TJ: Let's hope he won't do anything drastic.

They all went to their rooms to get ready for work.Thando
woke up with her head pounding not evenremembering what
happened yesterday, she got upand Zane and Gift were looking
at her with pity.Thando: Guys don't tell me | slept here.Zane:
You did friend.Thando: | need to go home I'm sure they are
worriedsick about me.Gift: Thando please slow down.Thando:
Why?Zane: You can't go outside just yet.Thando: What do you
mean?Zane took out her phone and showed her the
photos.Thando: No no is this Instagram?Gift: Yes I'm
sorry.Thando: I'm as good as dead, where is Chad? Howcan he
do this to me?

Gift: Chad left Thando he went back to the States hedoesn't
stay here.Thando: Ohh no no did he oh gosh noo.Zane: Please
calm down he didn't rape you.Thando: How do you know that



Zane how?Gift: Because we checked the CCTV camera andsaw
everything that happened.Thando: I'm going to lose everything,
my family andthe love of my life. How can | be so stupid.Zane:
Atleast we have the footage they will see thatyou did nothing
wrong.Thando: | did everything wrong by coming here,
youshouldn't have fetched me.Zane: So now it's my
fault.Thando: No I'm sorry friend.Zane: | told you to stay away
from Chad no that I'mblaming you but | told you.Thando: |
know I'm sorry please take me home.

Gift: | suggest we do it later because now people arewaiting for
you to come out these photos areeverywhere.Zane: Please try
sleeping friend | will wake you uplater.Thando tried sleeping
but she couldn't, she kept ontossing and turning.She felt
someone shaking her.Thando: | don't even know when |
slept.Zane: It's good that you were able to sleep.Thando: Is it
time to go?Zane: Yes friend take wear these tracksuits.Thando:
I'm so scared.She said wearing the clothes.Zane: | know you are
let's hope it will go well. Thando nodded with tears streaming
down her face,they went to the car and Gift drove to the
house.It was awfully quiet but Thando couldn't control her
tears they were just streaming down.Gift: We are here.They
went inside the house everyone was back andthey were playing
cards.TJ: Thando what are you doing here?Gift: Sho bafethu it
was not Thando's fault, mycousin is sick and he is the one who
took thosephotos while Thando was sleeping.Sbani: So that's



the story you decided to fool us with.Zane: No we have the
footage clip please watch it.Isipho brought her laptop then they
watched.Sims: You can leave now thank you for bringing
herhome.Zane: Bye friend good luck.They left and Thando was
still just standing there.TJ: Aren't you gonna sit down miss
party.Thando sat down.Sphe: So Thando why did you sneak
out.

Thando: | didn't want to wake you guys up.lsipho: Did he hurt
you?Thando: No and I'm sorry | didn't mean for this
tohappen.Sbani: Did he force you to smoke?Thando nodded
no.Sbani: Khuluma marn(Talk).Sims: Bafo calm down.Sphe: Talk
Thando.Thando: No he didn't.TJ: | thought you quit
smoking.Thando: It was just a once off thing.Sbani looked at
her and chuckled.Sbani: A once off while you were smoking
earlier onin our room.The others: What?Thando was just

crying.

TJ:  managed to take down your photos andthreatened to sue
anyone who shares them.Thando: Thank you.Sphe: But people
will always see you as that girl whotrended on social
media.lsipho: | don't even know what to say Thando.Sbani:
Thando are we not treating you right? Are youunhappy? Are
you not satisfied with all that you havenow? Huh.Thando: | am
I'm so sorry | don't know what cameover me.She kneeled down
and touched sbani.Sbani: Don't you dare touch me, I'm going to



sleep.Everyone went to their bedrooms leaving Thandocrying
on the floor.Insert twenty nineSbani Life works in its own way
we may think that we goteverything under control but no, |
didn't sleep lastnight | kept on turning and tossing thinking of
thingswe may have done to treat Thando bad or maybeshe
feels like a prisoner in this house | don't know.l wake up and go
to my hut to talk to my parentsmaybe they have a better
explanation for this.Me: Khoza, Bhovungane, Mlilo, HlaseBaba,
mama amandla wam aghumuka kimingikhanyiseleni.Voice:
Sbani move out of the house.Me: Baba no.Voice: It will only be
temporary and for the best, giveThando some time to think
about what she wants.Me: This is my home I'm not going
anywhere.Voice: Sbani live your life ever since you
foundThando you were convinced she is the one withouteven
getting to know each other please my son just move out.Me:
Mama.Voice: Listen to your father mfana wam if Thando isthe
one you guys will find your way back to eachother.Me: But it's
not fair.Voice: Sbanisamakhoza.Me: Hlase.Then it was quite
and | knew they were gone, Thandomesses up and I'm suppose
to pay the price. How dol even tell my family that I'm moving
out just to giveThando some time in my home.l leave the hut
and go to the kitchen only to find TJsitting there.Me: Bafo.TJ:
Mfethu.Me: Why are you awake this early?TJ: It's 7:00 it's not
that early and | have a meeting.



Me: | thought we don't go to work on my Fridays.TJ: | will come
back early it's important.Me: Okay then.TJ: What's up with
you?Me: What do you mean?TJ: Sbani | know you so out with
it.Me: My parents told me to move out of the house.TJ: Move
out but why?Me: To give Thando some space.TJ: Give Thando
some space my foot you not goinganywhere.Me: | don't want
to but | have to because we can'tkick Thando out of the
house.TJ: Why not?Me: She has no where to go man.TJ: This is
not fair.Me: They told me to live a little.

TJ: | agree with them on that one.Me: Ofcos you do.We
laughed.TJ: Where will you stay?Me: | will use the other
house.TJ: This is some messed up shit.Me: | know man lets
make breakfast since we areawake and maybe it will soften
everyone else'shearts.TJ: Yeah man lets do it.We made
breakfast while talking and laughing.Sims: You guys made
breakfast?Me: Yes why are you surprised?Sims: You know it's
unlike you.TJ: Mxm whatever.Sphe: It smells nice in here.Sims:
Guess who made breakfast?

Sphe: No way, you guys actually made this breakfastor you
ordered it.Me: Just sit down and eat.Isipho: Morning
brothers.Me: Angel how are you?lsipho: Fine Bhuti where is
Thando?Me: | don't know can we eat now.We all had breakfast
and when we were done Simsand Sphe collected the dishes.TJ:
Guys | have an early meeting.Sims: On Friday?TJ: Yes | will be



back before you know it.Me: Uhmm can you guys sit down |
want to talk toyou.Sphe: | bet this is why you made
breakfast.Me: I'm moving out.Isipho: Moving out how?Sims:
What do you mean?

Me: My parents told me to give Thando some space.Sphe:
Space?Me: Yes | don't know how to explain it but they saidit's
best if | move out.lsipho: Bhuti no.Me: | will be few blocks away
and you guys will comevisit.Sims: Why can't we just kick
Thando out.Me: You guys know that she has no one except
usso | have no choice.lsipho: I'm going with you.Me: Isipho no
please stay here Thando is going toneed you around.Isipho: But
you are my brother and you need memore.Me: I'm old enough
to take care of myself you knowthat.Sims and Isipho just left
the room leaving me withSphe.

Me: Say something.Sphe: | don't know what to say.Me: Don't
tell me you are going to cry, I'm not goingoverseas | will be
here.Sphe: | just think this is not fair you don't deserveany of
this.Sphe has always been my best friend so lunderstand why
he feels this way.Me: | didn't know you love me like that are
you sureyou not gay?We laughed.Sphe: Fuseg Sbani.Me: | need
to do this for myself so | can be able tothink things through, live
my life without worryingabout Thando. After all that happened
we haven'tbeen living our life we have become too serious andl



think it's time we let loose a little.Sphe: You are right man lets
hit the club later.Me: Sho case | love you man.

Sphe: | love you too Bafo let me check on my babymomma.Me:
| can't believe you impregnated my sister.Sphe: Let it go Sbani
hayi.He said going to his room bumping to Thando.Thando: Isi
told me you are moving out.Me: Yes | am.Thando: Is it because
of me.Me: No I'm just giving you some time to think aboutwhat
you want.Thando: Please don't go | will move out.Me: Uyephi
Thando usufuna ukuba iphara?(And gowhere Thando you want
to be a junkie?).Thando: I'm sorry Sbani | really don't know
what'sgoing on with me.Me: That's why I'm giving you time to
find out.Thando: What about us?Me: | don't know let's maybe
take a break.

Thando: I'm sorry | really didn't mean to hurt you.Me: Yet you
did Thandolwethu just take this time tofind yourself, think
about what matters to you andfocus on your future.Thando:
Okay thank you.Me: Don't you have a class today?Thando: | do
but | can't go people will be laughing atme.Me: Go to school
your first step in all this is to facethe world so that people will
forget about thosephotos.Thando: But...Me: No buts
Thandolwethu | may be moving out but Iwill still monitor you at
school.l left her there and went to my room maybe this isfor
the best.Thando | sat on the couch and cried | really ruined
things thistime and the best way to fix this is to work on



myself.l get up and eat then go to my room to prepare formy
class I'm not ready for this.Isipho: Are you happy now?Me: You
can't just barge into my room like this Isi.Isipho: My brother is
moving out because of you.Me: | know and I'm sorry.Isipho: Fix
this please just fix it Thandolwethu.She says and leave.l don't
want Sbani to move out but maybe this is forthe best, we need
some time apart so that we canknow what we really want.After
I'm done | call an Uber and it drops me atschool, as soon as |
enter the gate | can feel thestares on my back and | can feel
them whisperingothers even pointing at me. | turn my back to
leavebut | hear Zane calling my name.Zane: Friend please just
stay don't mind them.

Tears are already falling from my eyes.Me: | don't think | can do
this.Zane: | know you can, | don't know how this makesyou feel
but | can imagine.Me: Okay let's go to class.All the way to class
people were pointing at me andlaughing, guys were busy
whistling telling me howsexy | looked in those pictures.Zane:
Thando please don't mind them.Me: Easy for you to say.Zane:
Don't bite my head off.Me: Sorry Zane | just...Zane: | know
friend | know so please stop crying.We got into class and we
were kind of late soeveryone had settled down so you can
imagine theway they were staring at me.Some guy: Thando we
are having a party at my placelater on can you please come and
entertain us.



Zane: Thando don't mind him.Lecturer: Settle down.We sat
down but none of them concentratedespecially the guys they
were all looking at me.Me: Zane I'm leaving.Zane: Don't let
them get to you please.l get up and run outside crying while the
guys werewhistling.After a few minutes the lecturer came to
me outside.Lecturer: So how long will you run?l didn't know
how to answer that so | kept quiet.Lecturer: Look | also saw
those photos and | don'tknow what happened but | know it's
not your fault,you wouldn't have asked that guy to post
themknowing what it will do to you so now wipe thosetears
and let's get back in there.Me: | can't.Lecturer: | will give you
time to calm down.

| nodded and sat there for a while then got backinside.Lecturer:
Thando come here, | want you to standhere and make them
understand it wasn't your fault.Me: No | can't do that.Lecturer:
Can you all listen Thando has something tosay.Me: Uhmm |
know you all think it's my fault but trustme it's not, | went to
that party to enjoy myself. I'mnot blaming that guy for the fact
that | smoked weedbut | blame him for putting something in my
weedthat made me weak and sleepy. Some of you thinkhe is
my boyfriend but he is not and I'm lucky hedidn't rape me, he
took those photos without myknowledge and posted them
without my knowledge.lI'm ashamed to face the world because
of what hedid to me but it wasn't my fault so please
don'tblame me and don't think that I'm a slut because I'mnot.



Ladies please be careful when you go to partiesit's not safe |
may have been lucky but some of youmay not be.

Lecturer: Thank you Thando and | hope everything iscleared if
someone harasses you about thosephotos you have every right
to report them.Me: Thank you.Zane: You did great friend.l
smiled and sat down | can't lie | was feeling a lotbetter, people
were still staring at me but | didn'tcare because they now know
the truth.We got out of class and went to eat.Zane: So how are
things at home?Me: Bad friend Sbani is moving out and
everyoneelse is just ignoring me.Zane: Just focus on yourself
and earning their trustagain they will come around you will
see.Me: | hope so because | love them and they are theonly
family I have.Zane: Do you want to come to my place today
wewill catch a movie and just chill. Me: No friend | will pass
thank you.

Zane: Okay Gift is here let's go we will drop you off.Me: Okay
lets go.We left and they dropped me off at the house.l got
inside the house and there was no one it was just too

quiet so | decided to call an Uber and go seemy therapist
hoping to catch her because it's Friday.Me: Is doc still
inside?PA: Yes Thando haven't seen you in a while.Me: | have
been around.PA: You can go through because there is no one.l
went through to the office.Me: Knock knock.Therapist: Come



in.Me: Doc glad | caught you.Therapist: Thando it's been a
while.Me: | know doc.Therapist: You can sit down.

| sat down on the floor.Therapist: The way you are sitting tells
me that thisis not a friendly visit.Me: No | take it you saw the
photos.Therapist: Yes | did how are you feeling?Me: | don't
know really, | didn't tell anyone that | wasgoing to that party |
sneaked out and that's not likeme | don't know what's
happening.Therapist: Are you past everything that happened
inthe past?Me: | think so.Therapist: | don't want you to think |
want you to besure.Me: I'm still not used being around people
who carethat much for me and sometimes | do things
withoutthinking them through.Therapist: If you are not careful
you will loseeverything Thando.Me: And | don't want that,
that's why I'm prepared to work on myself.Therapist: Let's do
this come back and start yoursessions with me then | will help
you be you again isthat fine.Me: Yes doc thank you.Therapist:
I'm leaving now | can give you a lift.Me: Okay it's fine.l waited
for her to finish what she was doing and weleft. | really want to
work on myself and discoverwhat I'm most passionate about so
| can get myfamily back.Insert thirtylt's been a month since
Sbani left the house hedoesn't visit only the others visit him so
this means Ihaven't seen him for a while, | can't lie | miss him
alot being away from him made me realise how muchl love
him. I'm doing much better now the therapy isreally helping it



made me realise that | hadn't healedfully but I'm still focusing
on myself.

Zane is coming to the house today we have somefew notes to
go through so | wake up and go to thekitchen.Sims: Thando hey
| thought | was the only one in thehouse.Me: | thought so too,
aren't you suppose to be atwork?Sims: I'm not feeling well so |
decided to work fromhome.Me: Pecks of being your own
boss.Sims: Ofcos aren't you suppose to be at the campus?Me:
No my friend is coming over we have a fewnotes to go
through.Sims: Okay then.We then kept quiet | guess we didn't
know what elseto say since we haven't talked in a while they
were allstill avoiding me.Me: I'm making breakfast do you want
some?Sims: Uhmm sure.

| started with breakfast.Us: So how are you? How's Sbani?We
laughed.Me: Okay you go first.Sims: How have you been? The
therapist told us youare attending again.Me: I'm much better
now I'm actually good thesessions are really helping me
out.Sims: That's good.Me: Uhmm how is Sbani?Sims: He is
fine.Me: That's great.Sims: You miss him don't you?Me:
Everyday but I'm glad he gave me time to workon myself.Sims:
Okay I'm glad you are okay.l nodded, | was kind of disappointed
| expected himto say Sbani misses me too but he didn't.

He went to his room while | finished makingbreakfast, after |
was done | dished out for the bothof us.Me: Right on time let's



eat.Sims: Thank you.We are in the kitchen because it was just
the two ofus.Me: Where are the others?Sims: TJ is at work then
Sphe and Isi went to thedoctor.Me: Is everything okay with the
baby?Sims: Yes just regular check ups.Me: Okay that's
good.Someone knocked.Me: | will open.It was Zane.Zane:
Friend | know it's still early but | slept at Giftshouse so he
dropped me here since he was going to work.Me: No it's fine
you can come in.l led her to the kitchen.Sims: Thando who was
that?He turned and looked at us, the way he looked atZane.Me:
Sims this is Zane my friend you met her that daybut maybe you
don't remember, Zane this is Simsone of my brother's.| don't
think they heard me they were both juststaring at each
other.Me: Guys.l shouted.Sims: Uhmm excuse me.He ran to the
room.Me: Friend what was that?She was still staring at the
passage where Simsdisappeared.

Me: Zane.Zane: Uhmm sorry friend what did you say?Me: What
was that?Zane: What was what?Me: Don't do that you guys
were literally undressingeach other with your eyes.Zane: | don't
know what you talking about.Me: Haibo Zane you like him don't
you?Zane: | see you made breakfast it's like you knew
I'mfamished.Me: Heeh you changing the subject now.Zane:
Who is he?Me: But | introduced you to him.Zane: | didn't hear
you okay.Me: That's Sims.Zane: Uhmm okay.Me: Oh no friend
you like him | can feel yourheartbeat from here.



Zane: Just shut up and let's eat.Me: Let me dish up for
you.Zane: No it's fine | will eat from his plate.l laughed so hard
when people talk about love at firstsight do they mean what |
have just witnessed.Me: Hamba Zane kaGift.Zane: Mxm.Me:
Gift is going to kill you.Zane: Let's drop it please, so did you talk
to Sbaniabout your business Idea?Me: No I'm just scared to
face him after everythingyou know.Zane: But friend you can't
avoid him forever.Me: | know | will talk to him.Sims came
downstairs all dressed up.Me: | thought you were working from
home?Sims: Uhmm something came up I'm going to seeSbani.

Me: Can you sit down | want to run something by you.Zane:
Thando | will be in your room.Me: Okay friend.Sims: Who is
she?Me: Haibo | thought | introduced you guys to eachother
but seems like you didn't hear me, that's Zanemy friend.Sims: |
remember seeing her that day.Me: When did you start
stuttering when you talk.Sims: | don't know what you talking
about.Me: You like her don't you?Sims: Thando if you don't talk
I'm leaving.l laughed.Me: | want to open a centre for woman
who areabused so | need someone who will sponsor me sothat
| will be able to buy or rent a building.Sims: Okay | will to talk to
the guys, bye.Me: You literally have a boner by just looking at
her.

Sims: Leave me alone and bye.Me: Bye say hi to Sbani for
me.He left and | cleaned the kitchen then went to



myroom.Zane: Why are you looking at me like that?Me: Don't
tell me you had an orgasm by just lookingat him.Zane: Why are
you saying that?Me: The box of wipers next to you.Zane: Leave
me alone.Me: Haibo weZane.This is literally the cutest thing |
have ever seen.Zane: Fuseg.Me: | love you too.l said going to
shower in the bathroom.Sims I'm not someone who falls in love
maybe there's onlyone girl | have loved my entire life, | just
smash andpass but today the way my heart was beating |
don'tknow. Seing Zane made my mind stop functioningfor a
while she is beautiful, her eyes, her lips gosheverything about
her is just perfect is this love atfirst sight? | don't know but all |
know is that yenaUngowami.l get to Sbani's office without
knocking.Sbani: Simbongile marn what if | was busy.Me: Well
you are not busy.Sbani: Aren't you suppose to be in bed |
thought youwere sick?Me: | was Uhmm | mean | am.Sbani:
Which is which exactly and please sit down.Me: Okay I'm still
not feeling well but | couldn't stayat the house.Sbani: And why
is that?

Me: Thando's friend.Sbani: What about her?Me: | don't know
man when | saw her | just | don'tknow.Sbani: | never thought |
would see this Sims in love.Me: Who said anything about being
in love yaziuyaphapha.Sbani: Explain it then why are you not at
the house.Me: The way she smiles oh gosh everything abouther
is just perfect Sbani.He whistled.Me: Really?Sbani: You are
whipped.Me: | need to get her man.Sbani: Which friend are you



talking about you meanthe one who has a boyfriend.Me:
Boyfriend not husband so | still have a chance.Sbani: Go get her
vele she is yours.

Me: Enough about me, Thando said hi.Sbani: Tell her | said hi
too.Me: Come on atleast say it like you mean it.Sbani: Can we
not talk about Thando.Me: Okay but she needs our help.Sbani:
What is it this time.Me: It's actually something great if you ask
me.Sbani: Talk then.Me: She wants to open a centre for abused
womanso she needs a building.Sbani: Find her one then.Me:
There's a building | know she can use and it'sours so no need to
rent or buy it.Sbani: Great then everything is settled.Me:
There's also a building around here and youhave a lot of
space.Sbani: Don't start with me | don't want Thando towork in
this building.

Me: Don't tell me you still angry.Sbani: No I'm not | just don't
want to work near herthat's all.Me: Because you still love
her.Sbani: No Sims because angifuni.Me: Okay don't bite my
head off, we are coming overlater.Sbani: Please don't | will be
busy.Me: With what?Sbani: Nothing.Me: | know you are fucking
your PA.Sbani: Just go Sims we are done here and | have
ameeting in 10 minutes.Me: So how is she?Sbani: How is
who?Me: | mean in bed?Sbani: Fuseg just leave.We laughed
and | left then went to the mall to buy some snacks for Thando
and her friend don't look atme like that.When | got to the mall |



went to Pick and Pay.Gift: Bafo.Me: Hey do | know you?He was
holding a cute little boy.Gift: I'm Gift Zane's boyfriend | once
came to yourhouse to drop Thando off.l clenched my jaws
thinking they have a childtogether.Me: Oh | remember man is
this your son?Gift: Uhmm yes.Me: Okay he is cute just like his
mother.l swear | wanted to cry.Gift: Actually Zane doesn't know
| have a son and awife.A lady approached us while smiling.Lady:
Babe | got everything.

Gift: Okay sthandwa sam, Bafo | will see you around.Me: Sho
man.Now | wanted to punch him in the face, he lookshappy
with his mini family and | must say his wife isbeautiful | guess
he picks well but why is he playingwith Zane like this.| took
everything | needed and went home.Thando: You are back?Me:
Yes is Zane gone?Thando: No she went to the bathroom.Me:
Okay | got you guys some snacks.Thando: Thank you.Zane came
and | just couldn't take my eyes off her.Zane: Staring is rude
Mr.Me: I'm sorry | didn't even realise | was staring youare just
beautiful.Zane: Thank you.She sat down and | also joined them.

Me: So are you guys done with your notes.Thando: Yes we are,
so did you talk to hubby uhh Imean Sbani.l feel sorry for
Thando because Sbani seems to beavoiding her a lot.Me: Yes
everything is ready you just need to findthose woman.Thando:
Just like that?Me: Yes just like that Thando.Thando: Thank you
so much.Me: You have to thank Sbani for that.Thando: Tell him



| said thank you.Me: I'm not your messenger and stop avoiding
himyou guys are still family after all.Thando: Okay | will send
him a message.Zane: Just go see him friend.Me: Tell
her.Thando: Okay I will.

Zane: Friend | have to go Gift sent me a messagetelling me he
can't pick me up because he is working.This guy is lying to her |
mean | just saw him with hisfamily.Me: | can drive you
home.Zane: | will call an Uber thank you for the offer.Me: No |
insist let's go.Thando: There is no use arguing with him friend
so just go | will see you tomorrow.Zane: Okay friend | love
you.Thando: | love you too.We went to the car and | drove to
her place.Me: Uhmm so you stay alone?Zane: Yes but | spend
most of my time in myboyfriend's place.Me: You mean
Gift?Zane: Yes.Me: How long have you known him?

Zane: Ever since | came to Durban it's been six yearsnow.Me:
Six years in a relationship or just knowing eachother.Zane: Four
years in a relationship we were friendsfor two years.Me: | see,
how much do you know him?Zane: | think | know everything
about him becausewe are honest with each other.I just felt
sorry for her, she thinks she is in arelationship but her
boyfriend is fooling her.Zane: This is where | stay thank you.Me:
Zane can | take you out tomorrow.Zane: You mean on a
date?Me: No Ofcos not | respect the fact that you are in



arelationship just as friends.Zane: Okay it's fine fetch me
tomorrow.Me: Will do enjoy the rest of your day.

Zane: You too Sims.l watched her till she got inside, how do |
tell her thather boyfriend is making a fool out of her | need
tofind a way, | can't just watch her being played likethis.Insert
thirty oneSbaniMe: | hope we still on the same page Mahle |
don'twant drama.Mahle: Ofcos you have been telling me that
eversince we started this.Me: | want us to have an
understanding.Mahle: We do, no catching feelings | understand
andbesides | have a boyfriend.Me: Okay then you can go | will
see you later.Mahle: Later and you don't have any meetings
left.

Me: Okay | will just go home there's something Ineed to do.She
nodded and left, Mahle is my PA and we havebeen sleeping
together ever since | moved out of thehouse, we are not in a
relationship and | don't wantus to be. I still love Thando but I'm
giving her spaceto work on herself then if we still click after that
it'sfine we can try something out.l pack my things and leave I'm
going home | need totalk to Thando about this project of hers, |
call hertherapist everyday just to check her progress and
I'mglad she is doing okay.You can think I'm being unfair by
sleeping with myMahle but no I'm not a guy needs to release
and Ican't do that with Thando because she still needssome
time, | can't use the fact that she loves me tomy own



advantage.l arrive at home and open using my own key, |
findThando sleeping on the couch with a pile of booksbesides
her. | take my phone and capture themoment she looks cute, |
go to the kitchen and make lunch for the both of us.After I'm
done | wake her up.Me: Thando wake up.Thando: Mmm.| know
she hates being woken up.Me: Wake up.She opens her eyes
slowly while rubbing them.Thando: Hubby Uhmm | mean Sbani
when did youget here?Me: A few minutes ago and you were
fast asleep.Thando: It's just that I'm tired | have been
studying.Me: It's okay | understand | made lunch.Thando:
Thank you I'm starving.Me: Here you go.Thando: This means |
was in deep sleep | didn't hearanything.Me: Yeah but atleast
you locked the door.

Thando: Yeah let's eat.We are in silence awkward silence if you
ask me.Thando: | will wash the dishes.Me: No leave them |
want us to talk.Thando: Oh okay.Me: How have you
been?Thando: Good my sessions with the therapist arereally
helpful.Me: That's great.Thando: Wena unjani (How are
you?).Me: Hayi ngiyaphila ukuba matasa nje nomsebenzi( I'm
good | have just been busy with work).Thando: Great.Then we
were quite.Thando: Listen Sbani I'm really sorry
abouteverything.Me: It's fine Thando and I'm not here to talk
aboutthat.



Thando: Okay what's up?Me: | want you to tell me more about
this center ofyours?Thando: There are too many people who
live in theirhomes who are being abused so | want to work
withthem, show them that you can speak out and gethelp that
there's no need to be afraid.And maybe | can get someone who
can teach themhow to defend themselves something like
offeringself defense classes.Me: Interesting well | know Sims
told you about thebuilding.Thando: Yes he did.Me: Okay then
we can go check it out if you are notgoing to continue
studying.Thando: Okay let me change.She went to the bedroom
while | took the dishes tothe kitchen to wash them.I hope this
project of hers will keep her mind offeverything that is not right
mavybe this is a beginning of great things for her.Thando: We
can go.She was wearing a short floral dress and vans,Thando is
beautiful. Thando: Stop staring let's just go.Me: Uhmm yeah
let's go.We got into the car and | drove to the building it
wasquite in the car with Thando stealing glances at me.Me:
Why are stealing glances at me?Thando: I'm just wondering
why | messed things upbetween us | mean you are every
woman's dream.Me: That's what you think?Thando: Ofcos you
are Sbani, I'm sure ladies arethrowing themselves at you.l
chuckled.Me: Is that your way of asking me if | have agirlfriend
or not?Thando: No but | might as well ask unayo?

Me: Actually yes I'm in a relationship.Thando: Who's the lucky
lady.Me: | better not say.l was just messing with her and it



worked becauseshe just looked out the window and kept
quiet.l drove in silent since we got to the building.Me: We are
here.Thando: Okay let's go.Me: This is it since you said you will
need twospaces | will give you the whole building.Thando:
Really?Me: Yes we will get everything you need then whenyou
are ready you can start.Thando: | don't even know how to
thank you butthank you I really appreciate it.Me: You
welcome.Thando: Since | have seen it can | go home.Me: | will
drop you off.

Thando: No | don't want to intrude.Me: Intrude? Ukhuluma
ngani( what are you talkingabout).Thando: Your girlfriend?Me:
Where is she?She blinked a few times and | knew she was going
tocry.Me: Come on Thando | was joking | don't have
agirlfriend.Thando: Mxm.| laughed at her.Me: You are
jealous.Thando: It's not funny Sbani just take me home.Me:
Let's go miss jealous.She hit me on the shoulder.Thando: Can
we be friends?Me: Okay friend.Thando: You sound gay.

Me: Maybe | am.We both laughed maybe it's a good idea if
webecome friends that will give us a chance to get toknow each
other better.Thando: Let's go then and please spend the night
athouse for once.Me: Okay asambe ( let's go)Thandol'm really
happy Sbani was able to find me a buildingfor all that | want to
do | will sure make him andmyself proud. | think us being
friends will change alot of things because we don't know each



other thatWell, we just decided to settle down without
havingfun | just think this is our chance.l think he does have a
girlfriend maybe he justdoesn't want to break my heart | hope
they broke upsoon don't look at me like that | love Sbani and
Iwant us to work.

Sbani: | will come back later with the guys.Me: Okay later
then.He dropped me off and left, | got into the house andlsi
was eating. We don't talk since Sbani left | guessshe still blames
me and she hates me, | don't mindher anymore.l pass her and
go to my room without sayinganything, she stops me.lsipho:
Thando wait.Me: Listen Isi | know this is your home and | hurt
youwith what | did but | won't stand your insults.Isipho: Please
sit down | just want us to talk.Me: Okay.Isipho: | just want to
apologise for how | have beenbehaving these past few days |
was just hurt anddisappointed I'm sorry.Me: Uhmm it's fine I'm
also sorry.lsipho: | miss you.Me: Yet we stay in the same house,
| miss you too mama bear.Isipho: Let's hug it out.We hugged
and | kissed her stomach.Me: This one is growing fast.Isipho:
I'm tired Thando | feel like I'm carrying awhole lot of
people.Me: Sphe is a twin don't forget that.Isipho: Don't say
that please.Me: I'm glad we are okay now | was thinking
ofmoving out.lsipho: No don't even think about that, have
youtalked to my brother.Me: Yes and we decided to be
friends.Isipho: That's good atleast you guys are talking.Me: And
you are seriously eating cow feet.Isipho: Cravings babe.Me: |



see | don't want to get pregnant then.lsipho: Well we will see
about that.

Me: Let me cook the guys are coming home soon.lsipho: Okay
will help you.Me: | bet you will. We laughed, she is huge | think
she's carrying twins.Me: So how did you know Sphe was the
one.She smiled.lsipho: The way he made my heart beat, the
way Ifelt when | looked at him. The way | missed himwhen he
was not around when you have found theone you just know
Thando, you don't need anyone toconfirm it.Me: Mmmm | hear
you.lsipho: Don't leave me hanging did you meetsomeone.Me:
Maybe.l was lying.Isipho: Tell me more babe.Me: He makes me
feel some type of way | don't know how to explain it.Isipho: So
who is he?Sphe: Who is who?Me: Oh you guys are back.Sims:
Nikhuluma ngamadoda la.lsipho: No we were just talking about
celebritycrushes.Me: Yeah celebrity crushes.Sbani: Hamba
celebrity crushes.TJ: I'm hungry guys how is it going there?Me:
You guys can go freshen up then when youcome back the food
will be ready.Sims: Okay let's go gents.They left and we
laughed.lsipho: That was close.Me: Tell me about it oeh.Isipho:
Even though you were talking about mybrother.

Me: You know me well.lsipho: Don't worry everything will work
out just fine.Me: | know babe help me set the table.We set the
table and dished out for everyone.TJ: This is good thanks
Thando.Sphe: You were really hungry Bafo the way you



areeating.TJ: | didn't eat all day meeting after meeting.Sims: |
see what did we do for Sbani to visit us?Isipho: I'm asking
myself that.Sbani: Mxm just leave me alone.We are in
comfortable silence and then when wewere done we chilled in
the lounge.Sims: So Thando your friend?Me: What about
her?Sims: | like her a lot.Me: | know but she has a boyfriend
and they seemserious.

Sphe: Shoot your shot Bafo she's not married.TJ: Exactly.Sbani:
That's what | told him.Sims: Remember when | was in your
office Sbani.Sbani: Yeah.Sims: Yeah | passed by the mall and |
saw Gift withhis wife and son.Me: Wife and son? No maybe you
were mistakinghim with someone else.Sims: He came to greet
me so that's how | know allthis.Isipho: This means Zane doesn't
know.Me: Ofcos she doesn't, they been together for fouryears
and she trusts Gift with her life.Sbani: What will you do Sims.TJ:
| think we must find a way for Zane to find outwithout being
involved directly.Sbani: Maybe we can track Gifts movements
then maybe if he is at the mall with his family you Simstake
Zane to the same mall.Sphe: That's a good idea.lsipho: | agree
what do you think Thando?Me: That's a good idea guys | just
feel sorry for her,she wasted her whole life with Gift.TJ: That's
life kunzima.Sbani: Kurough.Sphe: So wena Sims you are in
love?Sims: Can we watch a movie.TJ: Icatchile idyan.Sphe and
Sbani: Icatchile.We all laughed.Sims: Leave me alone.Me: Yeah
let's put that movie.We all agreed but | was thinking about the



whole Giftthing, how can he be this cruel this is going to
breakZane.

Insert thirty twol stood up and went to the kitchen to get
somesnacks then | stood by the door and looked at myfamily
laughing and | smiled thanking God for givingme them | may
have acted like I'm ungrateful but Ireally am, it was just a stupid
mistake. | took thesnacks and went back to them.Isipho: Let's
play a game it's called | want to, aperson is going to say
something he/she wants todo.TJ: Cool then who is going to
start?There was a knock on the door and Sbani went toget
it.Zane: Hey guys.Me: Friend hey what are you doing here,
come sitdown.Zane: | was bored | thought Gift was going to
fetchme but he said he is working late.The guys looked at each
other, I'm sure Gift is with his family. | introduced her to the
family since theydon't quite know her.Sphe: Nice meeting you
Zane.Zane: Nice to finally meet you all.Sims: Sit down we were
about to play a game.Sphe: | will start guys so | want to have a
baby girl.He said looking at Isi and they smiled.We all said
ncooah.Sims: Okay | want to find someone | can love andwho
can love me back, | just want something seriousl mean I'm not
getting any younger.He said looking at Zane and it was a bit
awkward.Us: Yeah we get you.lsipho: | want to have you guys
by my side foreverand | want to have a baby girl.Us: We love
you too.TJ: | want to fuck as many girls as | can beforegetting
into a serious relationship.



Us: Really?Sbani: That's so like you, mina | want to be happy.Us:
That's all?Sbani: That's all that matters.Me: | want to be able to
stand on my own, | want love,happiness and all the good things
life has to offer.Them: That's good.Zane: | want to tell Gift that
I'm pregnant with hischild but | don't know how to.We all
looked at her shocked but she was justsmiling.Sims: You are
pregnant?Zane: Yes I'm four months pregnant.Sims wanted to
talk but TJ talked first.TJ: Congratulations baby girl.Me: Yes
friend congratulations.We kept congratulating her.Sims: Excuse
me.

He went out | guess to smoke that's what they dowhen they are
stressed.Zane: What's up with him.Sbani: No don't mind him, so
how are you planningon telling baby daddy that you are
expecting?Zane: | don't know but | want it to be special |
meanit's our first child.Isipho: It's not easy babe see how huge |
am.We all laughed but Isipho cried.Sbani: Angel what's
wrong?lsipho: So you guys think I'm huge.Sphe: But mamakhe
you said it yourself.Isipho: Mxm so you knock me up and you
say I'mhuge.Sphe: But babe...Isipho: Just shut up.She said
getting up and going to the bedroom.Sbani: | don't want my
sister to cry so follow her.

TJ: Angithi uyamithisa wena follow her.We all laughed while
Sphe followed Isipho grumbling.Zane: So I'm still going to react
that way.Me: Yes friend maybe worse.Zane: Atleast Gift will be



there to take care of me.TJ: Uhmm | think we should go to sleep
now Sbaniwhat do you think.Sbani: Yeah | think so goodnight
ladies.Us: Night guys.Sims was already upstairs.Me: So friend
you really pregnant?Zane: Yes | am and I'm happy.Me: Uhmm
that's good.The way | was feeling sorry for her | swear |
wantedto cry.Zane: Enough about Gift jnr, | see you and Mr
Khozaare okay.Me: Well.

Zane: You guys are back together aren't you?Me: Oh how | wish
we decided to be friends.Zane: That's a good start Gift and |
first becamefriends that's why we are this tight.Why is she
talking about Gift gosh | just want to tellher but | can't.Me: You
are sleeping over right?Zane: Ofcos.Me: Let's go sleep then.We
went to my room and Isipho was there, there aretwo beds.Me:
And then?Isipho: The guys decided to sleep together so

I'm joining you guys.Zane: | hope you guys have snacks because
it'sgoing to be a great night.Me: Yeah we do.Them: Yay.

| don't even remember how | became friends withZane but I'm
glad we are friends because she's agood person.SbaniWe
decided to sleep together today | know we arenot going to
sleep we will just talk the whole night.Sims: | can't believe she is
pregnant.Me: But you guys can raise the child together
whenshe finds out about Gift.Sphe: What if she doesn't find
out?Sims: Or maybe understands his reasons.TJ: Okay guys
slow down | have been checking Gifton Instagram and his wife



posted that they will go tospur tomorrow to celebrate their
son's birthday.Me: Do you know his wife?TJ: Yes she is the one
who tagged Gift.

Sphe: Let me see, damn she's hot.Sims: That's what | said when
| saw them.TJ: He sure knows how to pick them.Me: Let me
see, wait | know her.TJ: How do you know her?Me: Sphe look
again you also know her.Sphe took the phone and looked
again.Sphe: Wait no no it can't be wow it's really her.TJ and
Sims: Who?Sphe: One of his exes.He said pointing at me.Me:
Yes one of the good ones.TJ: So you were banging that ass.Me:
Just shut up let's focus on the plan.TJ: The plan is we all go to
spur tomorrow, get therea little early than them.Sims: Okay |
just hope it works and Zane leaves his cheating ass.Me: Trust
me it will work.Sphe: Haike masekusho isangoma don't
worry.Me: Mxm uyaphapha wena.l hit him with a pillow.TJ: So
Sbani what's going between you and Thando?Me: Nothing we
decided to be friends.Sims: We all know where that friendship
will end.Me: | don't know what you talking about.Sphe: Ofcos
you do.Me: Mxm | will just send Thando a text message totell
her about going to spur.Sims: Yes do that.TJ: You can't wait can
you.Sims: | just care about her.Us: Ncoah.Sims: I'm just worried
about something though.

Sphe: What?Sims: TJ are you gay?TJ: Really? | just told you guys
that | want to fuck asmany ladies as | can.Me: Maybe you were



joking ufuna sididiseke.TJ: Niyabheda I'm not gay and | think |
have seensomeone | like but | don't want to jinx it so | won't
tellyou guys.Sphe: Just tell us.TJ: No wena Sbani when will you
stop sleeping withMahle.Sims: She is hot naye uMahle.Me: Can
we sleep now.Sphe: Come on.Me: No let's sleep.We all slept
and we woke up in the morning with theladies singing out
loud.Sims: They think they can sing.

Us: Kanti they can't.They sound like they are in a good mood |
feel badabout what's going to happen but it is what it is.Me:
Let's just take a shower and get dressedbecause it's already
late.We agreed and then when we were done we wentdown
stairs.TJ: Ladies morning is everything ok | heard you
guyscrying.Zane: Wow we were actually singing.TJ: Oh | thought
you were crying.Me: You sounded great guys don't mind
him.Thando: We wanted you guys to wake up | mean it'shalf
past eleven already.Sphe: What? Let's go.We all went to the
car, the ladies were wonderingwhy we were rushing we just
don't want to miss Gift.We got to the mall then parked the car
and went tospur.

Zane: You guys do this more often?Me: We haven't doneitin a
long time.Zane: It's great | actually feel like | really belong
Imean Gift is the only family that | have.TJ: Uhmm let's
order.This is going to be harder than we all thought.lsipho:
Yeah I'm starving.Sphe: You always starving.lsipho: What was



that?Sphe: Nothing babe.Me: Isi | can't believe you are really
pregnant.lsipho: Haw Bhuti.Sims: You are killing the vibe.Me:
Okay let's order.We all ordered and waited while talking and
laughing,to tell you the truth | wished Gift was no longercoming
because that will ruin our day.Speaking of which he entered
holding his wife and his son, the ladies were not facing his side
so theydid not see him.They picked a table and his wife saw us
thenapproached our table.Her: Oh my gosh | can't believe it
Sbani, Sphe?Sphe: Uhmm Melissa hi how have you
been?Melissa: | have been good, Sbani.Me: Melissa hi.Melissa: |
see you still look good.TJ: Who's this beautiful lady? Guys aren't
you goingto introduce us.Me: Oh this is our old friend Melissa,
Mel this is myfamily.Melissa: Nice meeting you guys.TJ: Hey
Mel's I'm single.Melissa: Sorry but I'm married.She said showing
us her diamond ring.Zane: Wow your ring is fancy and beautiful
my kind of style.They didn't know she was only bringing
trouble.Melissa: That's my husband over there and our sonit's
actually his birthday today so we are here tocelebrate.Zane: He
looks like someone | know.Gift wasn't looking at us he was busy
with his son.Melissa: Let me call him, Babe come meet my
oldfriends.He walked to us without even realising that Zanewas
here.Melissa: This is my husband G...Zane: Gift oh my gosh
no.Melissa: You guys know each other?Gift: No.Zane: Yes.Gift:
Babe let's go to our table.Zane: Babe? You are calling her babe
while I'm here?



Gift you are married and you have a son yet younever told
me?She got up and slapped him then held her stomach.Zane:
Ouch.Thando: Friend are you okay?Isi: Zane you are
bleeding.Sims: No.Zane: Oh no my baby.Gift: Baby? Zane are
you pregnant?Me: Shut up just shut the fuck up before |
dosomething | will regret.TJ: Guys let's drive her to the
hospital.We asked for takeaways then left leaving Gift andhis
wife standing there.Insert thirty three Gift As you all know I'm
Gift Zwane born and raised herein Durban I'm the only child
and my parents aremarried, | met Zane 6 years ago we first
becamefriends for two years but | fell in love with her. | fell
inlove with her the first time | saw her but she did notfeel the
same way that's why we decided to befriends but | guess later
on she fell in love with metoo and we have beenin a
relationship for four years.l love her so much | really do but |
love my wife morel know it's crazy right but it's the truth, Zane
and lhave been through a lot together she supported
methrough my worst days. She has never cheated onme and |
know she doesn't deserve all this, | metMelissa three years ago
and we were in arelationship for two years then | married her
on thethird year. | wanted to tell Zane about her but | justdidn't
want to hurt her feelings and break her heart.Zane never talked
about marriage and when | foundMelissa | thought of asking
Zane to be my first wifethen Melissa my second but | knew she



was notgoing to agree and | couldn't imagine the thought
oflosing her.

I'm a fool | know but it is what it is, as much as Idon't want to
lose Zane but | don't want to lose mywife either that's why |
pretended not to know herbut when | saw her bleeding | knew
that there is apossibility that she will lose our child. | knew
shewas/is pregnant because | did it intentionally hopingshe will
agree to be my second wife, that's bad andselfish | know but |
needed her to agree.l watch them as they get into the car and
drive to thehospital, | don't know what | think or want maybe
itwill be better if Zane loses the baby so that she canbe free but
a part of me is still hoping she doesn't sothat she may be my
wife.Melissa is looking at me with those explain
yourselfeyes.Me: Can we go home we can celebrate our
son'sbirthday there.Melissa: Who is she?Me: Who is
who?Melissa: Don't play dum with me, the girl who
wasbleeding.

Me: | will explain at home.Melissa: No I'm not going anywhere
with you untilyou explain yourself.Me: Melissa you are causing
a scene and you know Idon't like attention.Melissa: Was she
pregnant with your child?Me: I'm taking my son home you can
stay here andshout all you want because | told you | will explain
athome.Melissa: Gift.Me: Uphakamisela bani izwi?(Who are
you raisingyour voice to).She keeps quiet | take my son and go



to the car andshe follows after me, | know she has every right
tobe angry but that doesn't mean she shoulddisrespect me
worse in public.We get to the car and | drive home, it's quite in
thecar only baby sounds.We get home and she gets out of the
car and run tothe house, | take my son who doesn't even
understand what's going on.l get inside and go to our room, |
put my son in hiscot and look at Melissa who is crying.Me: I'm
sorry.Melissa: You are sorry for what?Me: I'm sorry for
everything Mels.Melissa: So you never broke up with her?Me:
No.Melissa: Do you love her?Me: Melissa.Melissa: No please
answer do you love her?Me: | love her.Melissa: Wow.Me: But |
love you more and you know it.Melissa: At this moment | feel
like | know nothing.Me: I'm so sorry Mels.Melissa: Was she
carrying your child?

Me: | don't know maybe.Melissa: So what are you going to do
now?Me: Nothing.Melissa: Do you still want to be with her?Me:
No | don't | only want you.Melissa: When | came into your life
you were withher which means you love her.Me: But | chose to
marry you.Melissa: That doesn't mean you love me more.Me:
But | do.Melissa: You wasted so many years of that girl andnow
you want to leave her just like that you evenpretended like you
don't know her, how cruel are you?Me: Zane will never agree
to be my second wife andshe will totally not agree to be my
sidechick.Melissa: Wow are you even hearing yourself?Me: I'm
sorry okay I'm going to end things with herand focus on us.



Melissa: So you expect me to forgive you?Me: I'm not expecting
you to but I'm pleading withyou to.Melissa: Just get out of my
face | need to think.Me: Please don't divorce me.Melissa: I'm
not going to do that but please fix thismake that poor girl
understand because she is goingto be broken more than |
am.Me: | love you and | will try talking to her.Melissa: So you
going to see her?Me: Didn't you say | should make her
understand,how will | do that if | don't talk to her?Melissa:
Whatever.Me: What did you just say?Melissa: Nothing but you
really hurt me Zwane.Me: That's how | felt when you cheated
on me.Melissa: Really? You pulling that card now?Me: | need
some air.

Melissa: Zwane.l left and went to my car then drove to the
hospital, Iparked my car outside and stayed there because
Iknew the guys were going to kill me if | go in there Iguess | will
wait till they leave.NarratedAs Gift waited outside everyone
else was waitinginside, waiting for the doctor to come and tell
themwhat was happening to Zane.Sims: Do you guys think she
is fine?TJ: How are we suppose to think when you are
busypacing up and down.Sims: Sorry guys I'm just stressed
out.Sbani: She is going to be fine.Doctor: Zanele Mbatha.Only
Thando got up because the others didn't knowZane was Zanele.

Thando: Over here doc.Sphe: Zane uZanele kanti?Thando:
Yes.The doctor came to them.Sims: So doc how is she?Doc: She



is fine just sleeping.lsipho: The baby?Doc: Uhmm is the father
here?They looked at each other.TJ: Yes doc he is here.He said
pointing at Sims.Sims: Yes I'm here doc so what about my
child?Doc: I'm sorry but she didn't survive.Sims: She?Doc: Yes
you were going to have a girl.Sbani: Okay doctor thank
you.Doc: I'm sorry once again man.

He said tapping Sims on the shoulder.Sphe: Can we see
her.Doc: A Nurse will come get you guys after a fewminutes.He
said leaving them.Sims: I'm the father really TJ?TJ: That was the
only way for him to tell us aboutthe baby besides it's not a big
deal you guys are stillgoing to have babies.Isipho: | wonder how
she will feel when she wakesup | know | would lose my
mind.She was already crying.Sphe: Hey babe don't cry nothing
is going to happento our little princess.He said wiping her
tears.Thando: She was so happy about it, this is going tobreak
her.Sbani: It's going to be hard but she will pull through.

Sphe: Are you just saying or you are prophesyingnow.Sims: For
real are you seing something?Sbani: No all | know is that she is
going to need youbafo, it's not going to be easy she will push
you awaybut please be there for her.Sims: | will do my
best.Nurse: Zanele Mbatha.Sphe: Yes.Nurse: Please follow
me.They all followed the nurse to Zane's ward, she wasfacing
the up with tears streaming down her face.Thando: Friend hey
I'm so sorry.She said hugging her.Zane: Is it true friend is she



really gone?Thando: I'm so sorry friend.Zane just cried causing
Isipho to cry more.Sbani: Take her to the car Bafo.

He said to Sphe and he left with her.TJ: Sorry skeem you will be
fine.Sbani: Yeah it's going to get better with time justknow she
is at a better place now.Zane: You think so.Sbani: | know
s0.Sims was just quite and angry at Gift for hurtingZane like
this.Zane: Where is Gift? Did he come?Sims: Seriously?Sbani:
Bafo calm down.Thando: No friend he did not come I'm
sorry.Zane: | know he is still going to come.They looked at each
other.Sbani: Just focus on getting better forget about Gift.Zane:
Forget about Gift? Easy for you to say | willnever forget about
him.Thando: Friend let's not talk about him just get better

okay.Zane: | just wanted my baby to live.Thando: | know you
did but God knew what He wasdoing we should no question his
plans.Zane nodded.Sims: Guys can you please give us a
moment.Sbani: Sure let's go Thando.Thando: | will see you
tomorrow friend | love you andplease be strong.Zane: | will
try.They left leaving Zane and Sims together.Sims: Uhmm |
don't know what to say I'm sorryabout everything.Zane: It hurts
Sims.Sims: | can imagine ngiyaxolisa kakhulu.Zane: How can he
do that to me?Sims: Who?Sims was kind of confused because
they were talking about the baby.Zane: Gift damnit.Sims: Calm
down.Zane: I'm sorry I'm just | don't know.She cried and Sims
hugged her.Sims: It's going to be fine don't worry we are all



herefor you.Zane: | know this sounds crazy but | still love
him.That hurt Sims and he didn't say anything.Zane: | never
cheated on him, I loved him with all myheart and the sex was
great what did | do huh tell meSims what did | do wrong.Sims:
Nothing you did nothing wrong he just doesn'tdeserve
you.Zane: A whole wife and a son what did | do todeserve
this.Sims: Please don't cry you will become sick please just calm
down.

Zane: Leave Sims | want to be alone.Sims: No | can't leave you
like this.Zane: Please just leave.Sims: Okay please try to sleep
we will come see youtomorrow.She sank in her bed and closed
her eyes withoutsaying anything, Sims went to the others and
theyleft while Gift went inside to see Zane.He asked the nurse
about her ward and he wentthere.Gift: Zane.She looked at
him.Zane: What do you want? Are you here to finish meoff
because you have killed me Gift.Gift: How are you?Zane: Is that
a trick question, what do you think ourdaughter is dead and
you have a wife and a son sohow do you think | feel huh?Gift:
I'm so sorry MaMbatha.

Zane: Don't you dare call me that.Gift: Please calm down.Zane:
What did | ever do to you to hurt me like thiswas it a crime that
| loved you and only you?She asked in a low tone and you
couldn't miss herbrokenness.Gift: I'm ashamed of what | did to
you if | can take itall from you trust me | would.Zane: There is



nothing you can do to fix this soplease leave.Gift: Zane please
hear me out I'm really sorry.Zane: Sorry will never give me back
my child andsorry will never give me back the years | wasted
withyou so please leave.Gift: Zane please just listen.Zane: Leave
before | press this button and tell thenurses to call security.Gift
left not knowing what to do or say because ithurt him to see
Zane like that.

Zane: God please give me strength to go on becausel can't do it
alone and please little angel watch overmommy | love you and
I'm sorry | couldn't protectyou.She said this and cried out loud
till the nurses cameto sedate her.Insert thirty threeSbanil went
upstairs and | found Thando busy on herphone.Me: Can we
talk?Thando: No.Me: Come on | know you don't like the idea of
memeeting Melissa but | know what I'm doing trust
me.Thando: He is your ex.Me: Oh that's your problem and here
| am thinkingyou are concerned about my safety.

Thando: Well | am.Me: You look cute when you are jealous you
knowthat.She smiled.Thando: I'm not jealous I'm just
worried.Me: Keep telling yourself that.Thando: Be careful
hubby please.Me: Come here.She came and sat on my lap.Me:
Listen just trust me.Thando: Okay.Me: | love you and only
you.Thando: | love you too.We kissed.Thando: So what's your
plan.Me: | know Melissa knows where Gift is so | willmake her
tell me.



Thando: You will make her?She asked raising her eyes.Me: No
not like that come on Thando.Thando: How will you make her
then?Me: Can | please make love to you?Thando: You are
ignoring my question.l just kissed her and the rest is history,
after we weredone | went to shower.Thando: There's a
message on your phone fromMelissa.Me: What is she saying
because | know you read it.Thando: She wants you to meet
her.Me: Where?Thando: Hotel...why did she choose the hotel
Sbani?Me: | don't know maybe she wants us to talk
inprivate.Thando: | thought you said she should come here.Me:
That's what | said sthandwa sam but if she wants us to meet at
the hotel then it's fine.Thando: Fine by who kahle kahle
Sbani?Me: By me.Thando: So what | think doesn't matter?Me:
Thandolwam you are being dramatic now.Thando: Dramatic
really?Me: Please get dressed and walk me out.l know I'm
taking a huge risk about doing this but if Idon't do it we may
never find Gift.Thando finished dressing and we went
downstairs,the others were sitting on the couch.TJ: Dressed up
to where Bafo?Me: I'm meeting with Melissa.Sphe: | thought
you told her to come here.Me: Yes | did but | guess she is not
comfortable.Isipho: Where are you meeting her | hope
it'ssomewhere public Bhuti.Me: Uhmmm...

Thando: She wants them to meet at the hotel. Them: Hotel?Me:
Come on guys if we need to find Gift | have to dothis and I'm
not going to sleep with her can you all just trust me.Sane: |



hope this is not a trap guys.Sphe: We all hope so just be careful
and call us ifsomething goes wrong.Me: | will, keep your
phone's on and | will be backbefore you guys go to the hospital
but if it gets late Iwill meet you guys there.Thando: Gets
late?Me: I'm leaving now, babe walk me to the car please.She
folded her hands and sulked.Me: Please.Thando: Okay fine let's
go.We went to my car.Me: Do you trust me?

She nodded.Me: Words.Thando: | trust you.Me: Okay | love you
okay.Thando: | love you too hubby.Me: Now give me a kiss.She
hugged and kissed me and | got into my car andleft, | got to the
hotel and went straight to Melissa'sroom.Melissa: You
came?Me: Yes what's this about?Melissa: Please sit down,
wine?Me: | don't drink wine and you know it just getstraight to
the point.Melissa: I'm sorry about what Gift did to your
brotherand her girlfriend.Me: Sorry won't wake Sims up
Mel's.Melissa: I'm sorry it's just that Gift can be a little crazy
sometimes.Me: A little?Melissa: It was just a mistake.Me: Why
am | here?Melissa: Okay | need you to drop the charges on
Gift.I laughed.Me: You must be joking?Melissa: No I'm not.Me:
And then what he walks just like that.Melissa: | can do anything
please Sbani, we willmove out of the country.Me: That won't
happen | don't even understand whyyou are with this guy
because he is delusional.Melissa: You don't understand | love
him.Me: Now you sound obsessed Melissa, whathappened to



you | mean you used to be so smart.Melissa: People change so
will you help me or not.Me: Okay where is Gift?

Melissa: He is at the airport waiting for me to tellhim to leave if
you agree to drop the charges.l looked around the room and
saw Melissa's phoneso that she may not call Gift.Me: Don't you
have beer?Melissa: | will be back.She said smiling and went out,
| took my phone andcalled TJ.TJ: Sho.Me: Go to the airport Gift
is there.TJ: Should we deal with him or take him to the
police?Me: Take him to the police.Melissa came in as | was
about to drop the call.Melissa: Who were you talking to.Me: No
one.Melissa: Sbani don't tell me you called the police.Me: No |
didn't can | go now.Melissa: Mlilo noo where is my phone.

Me: | don't know.Her phone was in my pocket, | got up and
went tothe door but it was locked.Me: Melissa don't fuck with
me open this door.l looked back but she was not there, she
came out ofthe bathroom with her clothes torn.Me: What kind
of game are you planning.She broke the bottle of wine and
stabbed herstomach with a blink of an eye.Me: Oh my God,
Melissa stop what are you doing?Melissa: Help help.She
screamed while | tried to hold her, | took thebottle out and
tried to help her but she hit me withanother bottle and ran to
the door, she opened it andscreamed help.Security: What's
going on mam.Melissa: He...he tried to rape me when | fought



himhe stabbed me with a bottle of wine please help me.Me:
She is lying Melissa what is this?

Security: You are safe now | will call the police.She looked at me
and smiled while the securitycalled the police.Security: You will
be okay mam did you call yourfamily.Melissa: No he took my
phone and | couldn't take itback because I...I was scared he will
kill me.Security: Please don't cry he will not kill you.Melissa: |
just I don't know what would havehappened if he had raped me
or killed me.She said crying, | was sitting down on the
floorconfused as fuck my mind was not functioning well,she set
me up this bastard set me up.The police and some paramedics
came in.Detective: Please take her statement so that theycan
rush her to the hospital | can't believe there aremen who still
try to kill women.Me: | didn't do anything she is setting me
up.The detective laughed.

Detective: All abusers say that, sir you are underarrest you have
a right to remain silent andeverything you do or say will be
used against you ina court of law, you have a right to get an
attorneyfailure to do so the state will provide you with astates
attorney.l heard that he was talking but | didn't even hearwhat
he was saying | was still shocked, I'm underarrest me arrest.We
got to the police station and they took my thingsand put me in
a cell.Detective: | hope you are sentenced to life for whatyou
did, did you see how scared that lady was.Me: Can | make a



phone call.Detective: Mxm one phone one siyezwana.Me: Sho.l
dialed TJs number.TJ: Khuluma (talk).Me: It's me.

TJ: Oh Sbani we got Gift we just dropped me off atthe police
station we are headed home now.Me: Make a U-turn and come
to the police stationnow.TJ: What's going on.Me: Now.lI said
and dropped the call, my mind drifted back towhat happened
how can | be so naive so Melissa setme up. She even stabbed
herself so that everythingcan be solid.Warden: Hey you, some
people are here to see youcome.l walked to where TJ and Sphe
were sitting.Sphe: Sbani what happened?TJ: Ufunani manje
la(what are you doing here).Me: It all happened so fast she set
me up.TJ: Who? Melissa?Me: Yes she fucken set me up.

Sphe: Calm down tell us what really happened?l told them
what happened.TJ: So that was her plan.Me: | don't think so |
think she did all that becauseshe found me on the phone with
you, she isobsessed with Gift.Sphe: Where is she now?Me: |
think the hospital.TJ: You didn't sleep with her right?Me: Ofcos
not | didn't touch her.Sphe: Then they don't have any
evidence.Me: Uhmm actually that's not true.TJ: What did you
do?Me: When she stabbed herself | took the bottle outso my
fingerprints are on the weapon and her phonewas in my pocket
because | didn't want her to callGift before | called you.Sphe:
This is messed up.



TJ: We need to get you a lawyer.Me: | don't need a
lawyer.Sphe: Don't be stubborn.Me: | said | don't need a
lawyer.Warden: Iskhathi siphelile ndoda ( time is up).Me:
Please don't tell Isi and Thando about this.TJ: What should we
say.Me: Figure it out.The warden was already pushing me to my
waitingcell, | don't know what | will do if they convict me
butthey can't do that because I'm innocent. | know I'minnocent
and Melissa knows it too.NarratedTJ) and Sphe got into the car
and drove back home.TJ: What should we do?Sphe: We need to
find him a good lawyer ngeke sizwe ngaye he is in trouble.TJ: |
didn't see this one coming.Sphe: Neither did I.TJ: We need find
this Melissa and force her to tellthe truth.Sphe: Let's play it by
the books because we don'twho she is working with or how
dangerous she is.TJ: Sbani is stubborn he will not want the
lawyereven if we find him one.Sphe: You can say that again,
trouble seems to befollowing us around.TJ: We are here it's
going to be hard hiding the truthfrom Isi and Thando.Sphe:
Damn hard and Sane also.TJ: Don't even mention it.They got
inside and the girls were busy dancing tosome music and
Mamzo was also around.Mamzo: My boys.

TJ: We are not boys anymore mama.Sphe: Yeah
Mamzo.Mamzo: You know that you will always be my boys.TJ:
Whatever.Mamzo: What was that?TJ: Nothing Mamzo.lsipho:
Did you catch Gift?Sphe: Yes we did,he is behind bars as we
speak.Thando: | should call Sbani so that he can comeback.TJ&



Sphe: No don't call him.Everyone looked at them.Thando: Why
not?TJ: Uhmm his battery died.Sphe: Yeah yeah he will be back
don't worry.Thando: He is sleeping with her isn't he?They kept
quiet and looked at each other, Thando stood up and went to
the bedroom while Sanefollowed after her.Mamzo: Sphe and TJ
let's take a walk in the garden.They went outside.Mamzo:
Talk.TJ: Sbani is in jail. Mamzo: What?Sphe: Melissa set him
up.Mamzo: Who is Melissa?They told her everything.Mamzo:
How bad is it?TJ): Pretty bad mama.Mamzo: Have you contacted
a lawyer yet?Sphe: No Sbhani said he doesn't want one.Mamzo:
We can't listen to him you know howstubborn he is.TJ: Yeah
and please Mamzo don't tell the girls yet Mamzo: Okay we
need to make sure Sbani doesn'tsleep there.Sphe: We are still
trying to get a good lawyer.Mamzo: | know someone who can
help | will call him.Mamzo called her man to come to the
house.Mamzo: Let's go wait inside.Isipho: Baba kaCebo is
everything okay?Sphe: Yes everything is good.lsipho: Okay | will
go check on her.After a few minutes a man came to the
house.Mamzo: Let's go talk in the study.They followed each
other to the study.Mamzo: I'm sorry that you all had to meet
underthese circumstances but this is bab uMbatha theone |
have been seeing, Baba these are my boys.Mbatha: Nice to
finally meet you gent's.TJ& Sphe: Likewise.Mamzo: We need
your help.



Mamzo narrated what happened to him.Mbatha: | will contact
my lawyer.TJ: Is it possible that we get him out of there
today.Mbatha: Yes | trust my lawyer and he does a

good job.Sphe: | think we should just find Melissa and forcethe
truth out of her.Mbatha: | also like that idea.Mamzo: Hay hay
no.Mbatha: We will meet at the police station let's go.They all
followed each other outside hoping that theybring Sbani
home.lsipho: What do you is going on?Sane: | don't know but it
looks serious.Thando: Do you guys think maybe
somethinghappened to Sbani.lsipho: No | don't think so they
would have told us.Sane: Maybe something happened to Sims.

Thando: No | don't even want to think of it.Isipho: | wonder
what's going on.Sane: Whatever it is, it's not right | can feel
it.Thando: Yeah neh.They kept quiet just wondering what may
be wrong.The others arrived at the police station and waitedfor
the lawyer.TJ: What's taking him so long?Mbatha: He will be
here don't worry oh here he is.A man approached
them.Mbatha: Radebe.Radebe:Mbatha.Mbatha: | need your
help.He briefed him on what's going on.Radebe: Let's go talk to
him then.Radebe requested to see his client.Sbani: Why is
Mamzo?

Mamzo: I'm here to see you Sbani.He sat down.Sphe: We know
you said you don't want a lawyer butwe brought you one.Sbani
just looked at them and kept quiet.Radebe: So what



happened.Sbani: | didn't do it she set me up.He said explaining
what happened.Radebe: That's easy don't worry | will prove
yourinnocence | just need you to trust me and work
withme.Sbani: | really don't need a lawyer.Mamzo: Sbani
please.Sbani: No Mamzo | know I'm innocent.Mbatha: We all
know you are innocent but please letus help you.Sbani: | don't
need your help.TJ: Sbani just stop being stubborn for once.

Sbani: Warden take me back to my cell.Mamzo: Sbani please
don't do this.He looked at them and the warden took him
away.Mbatha: He is stubborn.Sphe: You haven't seen half of
it.Radebe: He is still in shock | will be on his bailhearing
tomorrow.Mbatha: Thanks Radebe we will meet you
there.They all left.Sphe: We have no choice but to involve
Isipho in thisshe is the only one who can get through
him.Mamzo: That's true but let's wait until tomorrow.TJ: What
he is denied bail.Mbatha: He won't let's all just have
faith.Mamzo: Thank you for being here.Mbatha: I'm glad | could
help, can we pass by thehospital my daughter told me that she
is there.Mamzo: Okay my son and her girlfriend are there.

TJ: Let's go then.They went to the hospital while Sbani stayed in
aprison cell.Warden: Someone is on the line for you.Sbani:
Helo.Melissa: | hope you are settling well there.Sbani: Stop this
before you get hurt.Melissa: I'm not scared Mlilo | will make
sure you forin jail.Sbani: Your plan will not work trust me.He



said dropping the call. Warden: You look like a decent guy why
are evenhere.Shani: It's just a set up.Warden: Hope you get out
tomorrow because if youare transferred you won't survive in
there.Sbani sat down and tried to calm down so he
cancommunicate with his ancestors to avail themselves.

Insert thirty fourThree months laterThings have been good with
me actually they havebeen great most women are coming to
me for help ifl'm unable to help | send them to my therapist
sheagreed to help me for free.Zane is still not okay she lost it
when she found outthat Gift moved to Cape Town with his
family, shehas been stalking them on social media and |
thinkshe is just torturing herself. Sims has been there forher
ever since she tried pushing him away but itdidn't work, me
and Sbani are still friends bestfriends if you ask me and it's
great.I'm going to Zane's house to see her she hasn'tattanded
classes in a while and I'm starting to getreally worried.| take out
my phone and call her.Me: Friend I'm outside please open.

She tells me to come and | do.Me: Friend hey.Zane: Hey
friend.Me: Okay you sound excited what's going on.Zane: Me?
Excited | don't know what you talkingabout.She asks with a
huge smile on her face.Me: Quit playing come on tell me.Zane:
Okaay I'm going on a date today.Me: A date with who?Zane:
Who else Sims you dummy.l get up and we do our special
dance and | starttearing up.Zane: Thando.l wipe my tears.Zane:



Whats wrong mngani.Me: I'm just happy to see you smiling
again I'mhappy you finally bounced back.

Zane: I'm happy too, the pain will always be there butl'm
moving on with my life who knows maybe | willfind someone
who will love me.Me: Mmmm.Zane: What?Me: Or maybe you
have found him.Zane: | will pretend like | didn't hear that.Me:
Why because you like him too?Zane: Who said Sims likes
me?Me: So you like him but you are afraid he may notfeel the
same him.Zane: | didn't say that.Me: Why are you smiling
then.Zane: | hate you right now.Me: | love you too.She threw a
cushion at me.Zane: Besides it's still early for me to be
dating.Me: It's been four months friend please just be happy
and if Sims is willing to make you happy allowhim too before
it's too late.Zane: Yeah yeah | hear you, so how is your
projectgoing?Me: Very well and now that you are fine you will
helpme out.Zane: Will love too and Sbani?Me: What about
him?Zane: Are you guys still friends you seem too close.Me: We
are still friends.Zane: Mmmmm.Me: Hahaha I'm serious.Zane: If
he is not making his move, make it first Imean you love him.Me:
| just don't know friend | think maybe he has agirlfriend.Zane:
Just talk to him, Sbani is very handsome theywill snatch him
away from you.

Me: Okay enough about that what will you wear?Zane: | don't
know let's go to my room so you canhelp me choose.We went



to her room and she disappeared to hercloset.Zane: | can't find
anything proper to wear.Me: What do you mean you have to
many clothes tosay that.A message came through her phone
and she read itwith a huge smile.Me: It's just a text message
friend.Zane: | know.Me: My girl is in love.Zane: Mxm Sims will
be here in an hour so help meout here.Me: Wear that dress.|
said pointing to her long black dress.Zane: You think so.

Me: | know you will sexy and respectable on thatdress trust
me.Zane: Okay let me put it on.She put the dress on and gosh
she looked sobeautiful.Me: Friend wow you look
beautiful.Zane: Thank you friend.Another message came
through her phone.Me: Sims is here early | guess.She was quite
for a while.Me: Friend what's wrong?Zane: Uhmm nothing.Me:
Zanele.Zane: It's Gift he wants to see me.Me: What no he must
be crazy.She looked down.Me: No no Zane don't tell me you
will go see him.

Zane: | just want answers and closure.Me: | will go with
you.Zane: No please just go home | will send Sims a textto meet
me at the mall.Me: | don't like any of this.Zane: Please trust me
let's go.We left Zane went to meet with Gift while |
wenthome.Me: Why are you guys so loud.TJ: Sims is trying to
find something to wear to hisdate today.Sims: They are making
me a fool wena Thando.Me: | know what Zane will be wearing
so let me helpyou out.Sims: You saw her?Me: Yes I'm coming



from her place.Sims: Okay help me out then.l helped him out
and he looked good they will look really good together.Sbani:
You look good Bafo.He said coming from his room rubbing his
eyes lguess he was sleeping | can never get over howgood he
looks.Sims: Thando.He said waving his hand in my face.Me:
What did you say?Sims: Stop staring at him.Me: Uhmmm yeah
excuse me.l went to the kitchen to drink some water, | felt
hiscologne behind me and | didn't turn he whispered tomy
ear.Sbani: Are you okay?l felt my heart beating fast and my
palms sweating.Me: Uhmm I..I'm fine.Sbani: Are you sure?He is
doing this intentionally.

Me: Sbani please.l turned and looked at him and | couldn't miss
thesmirk on his face.Sbani: Ngenzeni mina(what did | do).Me:
Excuse me.l went back to the lounge and TJ and Sims
werelaughing, Sphe and Isi went out.TJ: Is everything okay
Thando you look | don't knowmarn.Me: Everything is okay
TJ.Sims: You seem frustrated.They laughed and | ended up
joining them.Sbani: Just leave Thando alone guys.He is enjoying
this | can tell by his smile.Sims: Zane just sent me a message
that we willmeet at the mall but | don't | will fetch her.Sbani:
How did she get to the mall.TJ: Thando.

They all looked at me.Me: What?Sbani: Why did Zane leave
Sims.Me: Uhmm nothing.TJ: We all know you are lying right
now.Me: Okay she got a text from Gift.Them: What?Sims: And



you didn't say anything what if somethinghappens to her.Sbani:
You should have told us the moment youwalked into that
door.TJ: What if he harms her.Okay | didn't think of it like
that.Me: Guys woaw he won't hurt or would he?Sims: Ubuza
bani?(Who are you asking).Me: I'm sorry guys he said he
wanted them to talk Ididn't think much of it.Sbani: Just go Sims
if something is wrong or you don't find her call us.Sims ran
outside and | sat down worried, | just prayto God Gift doesn't
hurt her.NarratedZane arrived at the mall and went to Mugg
and Beanto meet Gift.Gift: MaMbatha thank you for
coming.Zane: Why am | here Gift?Gift: You look beautiful.Zane
smiled Gift still has an effect on her even afterall that
happened.Zane: Thank you I'm sure you didn't call me out
hereto tell me that.Gift: Ofcos not but I'm curious did you dress
up forme.Zane: For you? Come on Gift that ship sailed a long
time ago.Gift: Okay | already ordered your favourite.Zane: You
are wasting my time | have a date in a fewminutes.Gift: A date
with who?Zane: | don't think that's any of your business.Gift:
Okay | called you here to apologise foreverything that | put you
through, I'm really sorry.Zane: It's fine I'm way pass that now,
but | want toknow why didn't you tell me?Gift: | wanted to
marry you but | knew you weren'tready to be my wife and
when | met Mel's | couldn'tbring myself to ask you to be my
second wife.Zane: Because you knew | wouldn't agree.Gift: Yes
| knew you wouldn't.Zane: Gift | loved you and | spent all my life



showingyou that | do and | would have agreed to anything
ifthat meant you being in my life.Gift: You would have?

Gift was shocked.Zane: Yes Gift | would have but you didn't talk
to meyou just had to hurt me like that even if | wasn'tgoing to
agree you should have told me then | woulddecide for
myself.Gift: We can still make it work.Zane laughed.Zane: You
must be crazy.Gift: I'm serious mamakhe please.Zane: Don't,
don't you dare bring my child into yourmadness.Gift: I'm not
mad but | love you.Zane: Well | don't | have moved on with my
life.Gift: Moved on with who?Zane: | found someone who loves
and respects memore than you ever did.Gift: Zane no you are
mine.He said holding Zane's hand and that scared her because
she has never seen Gift like that.Zane: Gift you are hurting
me.Gift: Okay I'm sorry | didn't mean to hurt you just tellme
you love me.Sims got inside and went straight to them.Sims: Is
everything okay here?Zane: Oh babe you are here?Gift:
Babe?Sims: Yes she called me babe is there a problem?Gift: No
so is this him?Zane: Yes it's him | love him so please let me go
andbe happy for me.Gift: Uhmm Ofcos congratulations take
care | haveto go now.Sims: So you love me?Zane: That's all you
heard?Sims: That's the important part and | love you too.Zane:
You do?

Sims: Ofcos | do sthandwa sam.Zane was a blushing mess.Sims:
And she is blushing.Zane: Stop it let's get out of here people are



staringat us.Sims: They are just jealous.They went out to some
restaurant and Gift waslooking at them with bloodshot eyes he
wasbreathing fire.Gift: If | can't have Zane then no one will.He
said going to Sims car to fault the brakes whilethey were
enjoying themselves.Sims: Are you okay? You have been quite
since wegot here.Zane: | have never seen Gift like that he
lookeddangerous I'm just scared.Sims: Hey don't worry I'm here
and I'm not goinganywhere this means | will protect you.Zane:
Thank you.

Sims: You look beautiful by the way.Zane: Thank you, you don't
look bad yourself andhow did you know | was going to wear
somethingblack.Sims: I'm a man of many talents.Zane: Argh it
was Thando.Sims: Thanks to her, | love you.Zane: I..l love you
too.Sims: | promise | will never hurt you.Zane: You have to
teach me how to shoot so thatwhen you hurt me | just shoot
you.Sims: You are dangerous Zanele.Zane: Let's order I'm
hungry.They ordered, they were having a really good timethe
conversation was flowing and they were bothhappy not
knowing what was awaiting them outside.When they were
done eating they walked to beachbecause it was near.

Zane: | think someone is following us.Sims: Why are you saying
this?Zane: | have been seeing someone behind us butwhen |
look back he is not there.Sims: Who could it be.Zane: It's
Gift.Sims: No | don't think he is dangerous.Zane: You could have



seen him he was very angry.Sims: What did he say
exactly?Zane: He said if he can't have me then nobody
will.Sims: Okay let's go back to the car | will call Sbani.They
went to the car and Sims called Sbani.Sbani: She stood you up
didn't she?Sims: Fuseg no | think Gift is following us.Sbani:
What but why?Sims: He threatened Zane earlier on.Sbani: Okay
just drive back home we will try tracking him down.Sims: Sho
Bafo.Zane: And?Sims: Put your seatbelt on let's go | love you
okay.Zane: | love you too.They kissed and Sims drove.At home
they were busy tracking Gifts movements.TJ: | think he is still at
mall.Thando: Sbani.He shouted.TJ: Bafo why are you zoning
out.Sbani: | think something is wrong.Thando: Why?Sbani: |
don't know but something is wrong let mecall Sims again.Sbani
called Sims but he was not picking upbecause the car had rolled
out of the road, Simscould hear his phone ringing but he could
not reach

to it because he was stuck.Sbani became angry and he cried it
frustrated him tofeel that something was wrong but not see
what itwas.Thando: Sbani what's wrong?She was already
crying.TJ: | will just trace Sims phone because clearlysomething
is wrong.Thando went to the kitchen to get Sbani some
waterbecause he was shaking uncontrollable.She came back
with the water and sat down thenput Sbani's head in her
lap.Sphe: Family we are home.No one answered.lsipho: What's
going on?TJ: Sims called us saying that Gift is following



them?Sphe: Them?TJ: Yes him and Zane now we can't reach
him on the phone and Sbani is like that because he
sayssomething is wrong.Sphe: Track his phone.TJ: That's what
I'm doing.TJ did his thing.TJ: | got it let's go.Sbani: Let's
go.Thando: You are in no state to go.Sbani: Are you guys
coming or not.They all followed after him while Sims and
Zanewere still stuck in the car.Insert thirty fourNarratedThey all
got to the hospital.Mbatha: I'm going to ask for my daughter's
ward inthe reception.

Mamzo: Okay we will go check on my son and
hisgirlfriend.While Mbatha went to the reception the others
wentto the ward.Mamzo: Thando when did you guys get
here?Thando: A couple of minutes ago | thought you wereall
here.Sphe: No we needed to be somewhere else.lsipho: Okay
where is my brother?TJ: Uhmm he is still busy with
something.Zane: Ohho.The girls were not convinced at
all.Mamzo: How is Sims doing?Thando: Still no change
mama.Sphe: Where is Zane?Isipho: She went outside for some
air.Zane: This thing is really weighing on her.Thando: And she
was hoping Sbani would be here, she said there's something
they talked about.Mamzo: She will talk to him don't
worry.Mbatha got into the ward.Mbatha: There is no one in the
reception so | willwait here until there's someone who will help
me.Mamzo: Okay girls this Baba Mbatha, Babe meet mygirls
Thando, Isipho and Sane.lsipho: Babe aww Mamzo.Mbatha:



Nice meeting you girls.Them: Likewise.Mamzo: This is my
son.Mbatha: He is going to be fine don't worry.Sphe:
Zane.Zane: Hey guys, Baba?Mbatha: Zanele?She rushed to her
father's arms.Mbatha: Oh my baby it's okay.

The others were looking at each other amazed.Mbatha: | went
to the reception to look for you butthere was no one there to
help me so where is yourward?Zane: This is my ward
Baba.Mamzo: Okay let's all calm down, Baba is Zane
yourdaughter?Zane: Baba?Mbatha: Yes she is my daughter how
do you knowher?Mamzo: Okay Zane is Sims girlfriend they
were in anaccident together.Mbatha: So it was your son who
almost killed mydaughter?Zane: Daddy no please calm
down.Mbatha: So this is what you have been doing
inDurban?Mamzo: Mbatha please calm down.Zane: Please
excuse us | need to speak to my father.

Thando: You sure you going to be okay friend?Zane: | will be
fine don't worry.Mbatha: Zanele khuluma.Zane: Shandu listen
the accident was not Sims faultthe brakes were
faulted.Mbatha: Faulted? This means someone wanted tokill
you was it one of his girlfriend's.Zane: Uhmm no it was Gift.She
said looking down.Mbatha: Gift?usho lomfana wakaZwane (
you meanthat Zwane boy?).Zane: Yebo baba.Mbatha: Why did
he do that?Zane: | found out he has a wife and when | tried
toleave him he threatened that no one will have me ifhe



doesn't.Mbatha: Uphi lomfana manje (where is he now).Zane:
In prison.

Mbatha: | need to have a talk with him.Zane: Baba no please
just let this go.Mbatha: Let it go? He almost got you killed
andsomeone's son.Zane: Shandu please.Mbatha: Okay | will let
it slide for now so tell me howare you doing?Zane: | lost my
baby Baba.Mbatha: Oh baby come here.He hugged her.Zane:
Gift took everything away from me,mydaughter and my
love.Mbatha: It's going to be fine my girl don't worry.Zane: I'm
scared Baba what if he doesn't wake up?They will blame me
because it's my fault.Mbatha: It's not your fault and he will
wake up justbe there for him.Zane: | hope so.

Mbatha: Do you even love him or you still hurt?Zane: | love him
a lot Baba.Mbatha: Okay he will be fine.Zane: So you and
Mamzo?Mbatha: What?Zane: Do you know she is my
boyfriend's mother?Mbatha: So what?Zane: Hayi BabaMbatha:
Since you already know her what do youthink of her?Zane: She
is a great woman and | love her.Mbatha: That's the only thing
that matters.Zane: Are you happy though?Mbatha: Since | lost
your mother it is the first time lopen myself up to love again
and I'm happy.Zane: That's good Baba so where did you guys
meet?Mbatha: Here in Durban.

Zane: So my dad has been coming to Durban but Idon't
know.Mbatha: | was busy phela ngiyajola.They both



laughed.Zane: Really Baba.Mbatha: Did you hear that?Zane:
What?Mbatha: Your boyfriend also laughed.Zane: Are you
sure?Mbatha: Yes I'm sure call a doctor.Zane: Doctor please
come doctor.The others also rushed inside except for TJ,
Spheand Thando.ThandoTJ and Sphe asked to talk to me in the
car eventhough | was so anxious to see if Sims is awake or not
but they seem to be sad so | guess something iswrong.Me: Guys
can we do this later maybe Sims is awake.Sphe: We will check
on him after this.TJ: Uhmm Thando there is no other way to say
thisSbani is in prison.Me: Doing what? Is Gift out?Sphe: No
Sbani was arrested.Me: Arrested but why?TJ: Melissa set him
up Thando.Me: Set him up how? And why am | hearing this
now?Sphe: We thought we could handle it and he will getout
today but we failed.Me: So Sbani will be spending his night in
jail.TJ: Yes we are planning to get him out tomorrow buthe
doesn't want a lawyer.Me: Is he crazy why?Sphe: Because he is
innocent.

Me: What happened exactly?TJ: Melissa told Sbani where Gift
was hoping he willhelp her but instead he called us and Melissa
caughthim and stabbed herself claiming Sbani tried to
rapeher.Me: What? Sbani would never do that.Sphe: We know
it was all just a set up.Me: So what do | do.Sphe: We can go to
the police station and you cantry talking to him about getting a
lawyer.Me: Okay let's go.TJ drove to the police station while my
phone rang.Me: Babe.lsipho: Sims is awake.Me: That's great



news we will be there just now.Isipho: Where did you guys go
anyway.Me: We went to get some food.lsipho: Okay sho.

| dropped the phone | hate lying to her.Me: That was Isi Sims is
awake.Sphe: Oh gosh that's great.We arrived at the police
station and got inside, Sbanicame to see and | could tell he was
pissed.Me: Babe are you okay?Sbani: Gents what is she doing
here?Sphe: We figured you might listen to her.Me: Sbani please
just let the lawyer help you.TJ: Sims is awake please do it for
him.Sbani: He is awake?TJ: He woke up a couple of minutes
ago.He wanted to cry but he prevented himself.Sbani: That's
good.Me: So you will let the lawyer help you.Sbani: Fine.TJ:
Why didn't you tell us that you needed Thando to tell you
because she didn't even convince you.Sbani: It's not the same
and I'm doing this for Sims Ican't wait to see him.Me: Oh babe
are you sure you are going to be okay?Sbani: | will be fine.Me:
Melissa is going to pay for this.Sbani: Don't do something
stupid tomorrow | will beout of here.TJ: We should go now will
see you at your bailhearing.Sbani: Uhmmm Melissa called.Sphe:
What? Where?Sbani: Here she was just gloating about
everything.Me: That son of a bitch.Sbani: Just go my time is
over.Me: | love you.Sbani: | love you too sthandwa sam.l tried
to hug him but the warden refused and we left.

TJ: Don't cry Thando he is going to be out bytomorrow.Me: |
hope so.Sphe: Do you guys think we should tell Isipho



andSane?Me: | think we should because we all need to
gosupport Sbani tomorrow.TJ: Good luck on that.Me: You
should tell them.TJ: No no.Sphe: Isipho sent me a message that
we should gostraight home we will see Sims tomorrow the
doctorsaid he needs to rest.Me: Okay TJ just drive home.TJ
drove home and we got inside.Sphe: Where is Mamzo?Sane:
She left with Baba Mbatha.Sphe: Okay where is Isi?

Sane: She went to put Cebo to sleep | will dish up foryou
guys.TJ: Thank you babe.l went to help out Sane in the
kitchen.Sane: So where are you guys coming from?Me: Uhmm
how is Sims?Sane: Really Thando? | thought you guys said
youwere going to get some food.Me: Let's go sit down.We gave
the guys food and we ate.Sphe: Mamakhe is she asleep?Isipho:
Yes finally.Me: So guys we have something to tell you please
Isidon't overreact.lsipho: Oh okay.TJ: Sbani is in jail.lsipho: Jail?
As in arrested or what?TJ: Yes arrested.

Sane: But why?Me: Melissa set him up.We told them what
happened.lsipho: He is my brother why am | only finding
outnow?Sphe: It happened today we were still trying to gethim
out.lsipho: | guess that didn't turn out well because Idon't see
my brother anywhere.Sphe: Babe calm down.Isipho: Don't?
Don't touch me.Me: Isipho calm down he will be out by
tomorrow.Sane: Are you sure about that? | think we need
tofind this Melissa and make her pay for this.TJ: Let's wait for



tomorrow.Isipho: I'm going to bed.Sphe: Yes | think it's best we
all go to bed.We all went to bed and when | got there | cried

myself to sleep.In the morning | woke up prepared for court, |
wentdownstairs and everyone was ready.Me: Isipho are you
okay?She just looked at me and kept quiet.Sphe: Don't mind
her she is still angry that we didn'ttell her.Me: Okay let's go.We
all got into the car and went to court, we gotthere and settled
down while waiting for Sbani.They brought him in and Radebe
the lawyer was alsothere, | wiped a tear that fell from my eye |
justcouldn't stand seing him like that.Judge: Mr Radebe how
does your client plead.Sbani: Not guilty your honour.The judge
kept quiet for some time then herequested to speak with both
lawyers in hischambers.Me: Do you guys think he will get bail.

Mbatha: He will don't worry.lsipho: This is scary what if he
doesn't get bail.Mamzo: Let's be positive please.The guys were
just quite | guess they were scared ofthe outcomes, | looked
across the room and | sawMelissa sitting down with some
ladies.Sane: Is that Melissa?Me: Yes that's her.Sane: | will be
back.Me: No Sane please just sit down.Sane: No | need to talk
to her.TJ: Sanelisiwe sit the fuck down.Sane: Mxm.TJ: What did
you say?Sane: Nothing.Mamzo: Please stop this.Judge: Order in
court.

We all kept quiet.Judge: Trying to kill someone especially a
woman isdisgusting and shouldn't even be allowed, to also



totry and force yourself on someone is the worse thingever so
your bail Mr Khoza is denied.Me: What? No.l heard myself
shouting.Mr Radebe: Motion please judge.Judge: No motion Mr
Radebe.l looked at Sbani and he was looking straight atMelissa
with red eyes.lIsipho: Bhuti.She said running to him and he
hugged her brieflybecause the police were taking him
away.Mamzo: Oh my what do we do now.Mbatha: Let's go talk
to Radebe and asked about away forward.Me: | can't believe
this.

Sane: | have a plan.TJ: What the fuck will we do now.Sphe: TJ
let's go.They both left Isi was a crying mess.Me: Babe please
calm down.Sane: Let's go outside.lsi gave Cebo to Mamzo.Me:
So what's your plan?Sane: Let's follow Melissa and her
friends.Isipho: What do you want us to do.Sane: | have already
called an Uber let's go just trustme.We all waited for an Uber |
don't think there's anyonewho was thinking straight.Insert
thirty fiveWe can never know when we will lose our loved
onesthat's why we need to spend each day cherishing

them because in a blink of an eye things change andthere's no
way to go back to showing someone howyou feel, life is too
short we should spend each dayliving it to the fullest and
appreciating each other sothat we won't have any regrets.Sbani
is driving like a maniac and no one is willing tosay anything
because they know there's no gettingthrough him when he is



like this, we are quite prayingthat they survive whatever that
has happened tothem.We see paramedics passing us and police
followingbehind them and we all look at each other,
Sbaniincreases the speed and at this moment we all don'tcare
we just want to arrive to the scene.When we are near TJ looks
at his phone.TJ: This is it guys Sims phone is there.Sphe: Are
you sure?TJ: Sbani pull over.Sbani stops the car and they all get
out rushing toSims car which rolled out of the road and me and
Isipho follow behind them.Police: Please don't go near the
scene.Sbani: That's our brother in there.Police: Please calm
down the paramedics are doingtheir job.We all move back and
allow them to do their job, oneparamedic pass us and the guys
stop him.TJ: Sho mfethu how bad is it?Paramedic: Are you
family?TJ: Yes that's our brother and his girlfriend.He scratches
his head and sigh.Paramedic: Uhmm we are still trying to get
them outbut it seems like your brother is the one who is
indanger excuse me.lsipho: Please God don't let them die.l hold
her close.Me: They won't.l say trying to convince myself more
than her.

They finally put them in stretchers and they areinjured Sims
face is not recognisable.Sbani: You ladies stay here we will go
and check.We nod while they talk to the police and
paramedics.l look them with worry as | see that they
arepanicking, they are busy scratching their heads whiletalking,
they return to us and we all get into the carfollowing behind



the paramedics.Me and Isipho get in the back and I lay her head
onmy lap as she drifts off to sleep, | close my eyestrying to
sleep but | hear the guys talking.Sphe: Did you see how bad it
was?TJ: | didn't even see Sims face.Sbani: Do you guys think he
is going to make it.They keep quiet for a while.Sphe: To be
honest | doubt atleast Zane is not asbad as Sims.TJ: | don't want
to bury my brother.That makes me sad and | feel my tears
streaming down my face | don't even bother wiping
them.Sbani: Me too Bafo.Sphe keeps quiet and | know he is
crying he is theemotional one.TJ: Sphe come on.Sphe: | just..
I'm..I finally gather the courage to open my eyes and Tlis
holding Sphe while tears are also streaming downhis face, | see
Sbani wiping his face while driving.We get to the hospital and
we all rush inside evenlsipho.The doctor attend to them and
they are rushed tothe theatre, Shawn is also here.Sbani: Shawn
how bad is it?Shawn: | promise to inform you guys when we
aredone please just wait.He says while running to the theatre,
the sad part isthat Mamzo went overseas with her man kanti
itwould have been better if she was here we all need her.TJ:
Should we call Mamzo?Sbani: Already did man.We all sit down
and keep quiet.Isipho: Ouch.We all jump.Sphe: Babe what's
wrong?lsipho: | think my water just broke.Sbani: Oh no not
now.He rushes to the nurse and they take her with
Sphefollowing after them.TJ: Atleast now Sphe will think about
something else.Sbani: Yeah man.We sit down and just wait,



hours pass and we hearnothing not from Sphe and not from
Shawn.Me: Do you guys think something happened to
thebaby?As they are about to answer Sphe appears looking

drained but smiling.Me: And?Sphe: They are fine.Sbani:
They?Sphe: Isi and my daughter.TJ: Daughter? Congratulations
Bafo.Me: Can we see them.Sphe: Follow me.We followed him
and got into the room Isipho wasasleep.Sbani: He is cute.TJ:
She looks like me.Me: That's very true she is so cute with
Sbani's bigeyes.Sphe: | feel robbed.We all chuckle.Sbani: What's
her name?

Sphe: We want you to name her.Sbani: Cebolenkosi.Sphe:
Thank you Bafo.They bro hugged.Me: That's a cute
name.Nurse: Excuse me we need to take the baby now andshe
needs to rest.We all got out and went back to being
stressed.Sphe: Have you guys heard anything?Sbani:
Nothing.Me: | will go get you guys some coffee.They nodded
and | went to get some coffee andguess who | saw snooping
around Gift and he juststood there and looked at me while
smiling.l think something is wrong with him maybe he iscrazy, |
went back to the others without buying thatcoffee.TJ: Why are
you running?

Me: | just saw Uhmmm.Sbani: Saw who Thando?Me: Gift.Sphe:
Where?Me: By the door he was talking to some nurse andwhen
he saw me he just smiled.TJ: This Gift guy is asking for



trouble.Sbani: Let's go see if he is still there.As they were about
to leave Shawn came.Sphe: So?Shawn: The operations were a
success but Sims isnot out of the woods yet.Sbani: What does
that mean?Shawn: The girl is out of danger.TJ: Ehh Shawn stop
beating around the bush how isSimbongile?He said
shouting.Shawn: Uhmmm he almost made it Uhmm it's bad

guys | don't want to lie, we still waiting for anotherdoctor who
will perform another surgery later on.Me: Can we see
them?Shawn: Ofcos and they are in the same ward
pleasefollow me.While following after Shawn | pinched myself
Iwanted to confirm if this was reality or not because Ifelt like it
was a movie maybe someone forgot to saycut, | have only seen
this in movies where they tellfamilies that the person almost
made it but when Ifelt the pain when pinching myself | realised
that thisis reality our reality.Shawn: | will give you guys ten
minutes and you cantalk to them they will hear you guys.Zane
had machines around her but it was better thanSims | have
never seen something like that andnever in my wildest dreams
have | thought that Iwould see it. He had bandages around his
head andface actually everywhere.Sphe: Let's talk to Zane first.

We nodded and went around her bed.Me: Hey friend it's
me.That's the only thing that came out of my mouth Itried
talking but no words came out of my mouth.Sbani: Hey you
don't need to talk atleast she knowsyou are here.TJ: Hey skeem



we are all here please just get betterand come back to us, Sims
needs you we all do.You see TJ and Sbani are the strongest
one's in allof us or atleast they act like they are strong.We all
kissed her forehead and went to Sims.Sphe: Is this real or
maybe I'm just having a baddream?Sbani: | have been asking
myself that ever since wegot here.l guess I'm not the only one
who thinks this is notreal.Sphe: Bafo please pull through | know
you are strong,stronger than all these machines Isipho gave
birth and it's a girl | want you to meet her please.He said that
and left.TJ: Sims you know we all need you to survive, wehave
been through a lot together | know this isnothing just keep
fighting | love you man.He also left.Me: In you | found a brother
and there's no day thatwent by without you showing me that
you care | justwant you to know that | appreciate you and |
careplease just please don't die.l wiped my tears and looked at
Sbani who washolding Sims hand.Me: Will you be okay?Sbani:
Yes | will be fine.l tapped his shoulder and left. Sbani Have you
ever seen or experienced something butconvinced yourself that
it was not real because youwere in denial that's me right now, |
know they are inhospital and it's bad but here | am trying to
convincemyself that this is just a dream. | feel bad because Ihad
the power to stop all this but it was all vivid, Icouldn't see
anything and | can't help it but blamemyself and those that
gave me this gift.If they had showed me this was going to
happen Icould have prevented it from happening but nowhere



we are, I'm looking at my brother who may notsurvive all
this.Me: Simbongile there's no need to tell you thisbecause you
know that you need to fight, you needto fight for us, for Zane
and most importantly forMamzo. We don't want to lose you
because | knowwe can never survive it and you know it so
pleasefight. | love you Bafo and | know you will pull through.The
machine started beeping and he started
shakinguncontrollable.Shawn: You need to leave.

Me: No what's going on.Shawn: Please get out Sbani.l stood by
the door as other doctors and nursesattended to him.Shawn:
He is coding and we are losing him.He shouted to the
nurses.Me: No Sims fight, keep fighting you hear me fight.l
shouted while crying | felt like | was losing my mind.Shawn: We
need to rush him to theatre now.l went and the others came
running to me.TJ: Is he...Me: No they are rushing him to the
theatre foranother operation.Sphe: What happened?Me: |
don't know he...he just started shaking and themachines
started beeping they said he was coding.Thando: That can't be
good.TJ: Let's just hope he will be fine.

Me: Let's go to the waiting room.We all followed each other to
the waiting room.Me: We need to find him.Sphe: Find
who?Me: Gift.TJ): Let's go.Me: Thando stay here and keep
checking on Isiphoand Zane.Sphe: And call us when Sims comes
out of surgery.Thando: Okay please be safe.l kissed her



forehead and hugged her tight when wewere about to leave
Mamzo came rushing to us.Thando: Mama.She said throwing
herself at her.Mamzo: Oh ngane zam ( my children).She hugged
us one by one.Mamzo: How is he?

TJ: It's bad Mamzo.Mamzo: He is a fighter | know him.Sphe:
Let's go.Mamzo: Where are you guys going?We just kept quiet
and looked at her.Mamzo: Sbani | know that look and you are
notgoing anywhere.Sbani: Mamzo we love you and you know
we respectyou but please don't try to stop us now.Mamzo:
Okay just please be careful.Us: We will. We left them and got
into the car.Sphe: Where do we start?TJ: Stop don't drive out of
the hospital yet let me tryhacking into their cameras and see if
he left or not.We waited for him while he was doing his
thing.TJ: Seems like he talked to a nurse and asked herabout
Zane and Sims then he stayed for a few minutes and left.Sphe:
Let's go then keep checking what he did next.l drove out of the
hospital at this moment | know myancestors will not be able to
communicate with mesince I'm angry, In order to do so they
need me tocalm down and clear my head but they will have
toforgive me because | can't do that now.TJ: Seems like he
bought a ticket to Cape Town.Me: Where should we check the
airport?TJ: I'm trying to track down the car he was driving.Sphe:
How do you do that nawe you should bearrested nje.Me:
Really?We all laughed.TJ: Drive to this address.| drove to the



address he gave me and we saw thecar Gift was driving at the
hospital.Me: You think he is here?

Sphe: Let's just go inside.We went inside and they told us that
Gift hired thatcar, he dropped it a few hours and took an Uber
tothe airport.TJ: | don't think we will find him but drive.Sphe:
Drive fast Sbani.l drove fast because the airport is kind of really
far.TJ: Do you guys think Sims will pull through.Sphe: Reality is
the chances are very slim.Me: Yeah but we pray he does.TJ:
And wena Sbani when will you give Thando achance | mean life
is too short to be doing what youare doing.Me: And we are
here.Sphe: You are just dodging the question.Me: Can we just
go.We searched around but nothing | asked the securityand he
told me that the plane is about to take off.

We ran to it but we were too late.TJ: Guys look there's is
Gift.He was looking at us with a huge smile on his face.Me: Is it
possible for you to stop this aeroplane.Security: On what
grounds.Sphe: Just fuckin do it.Security: I'm sorry but we
can't.Another person who works there came to us.Lady:
Someone told me to give you guys this paper.We took it and
she left.TJ: "YOU WILL NEVER FIND ME AND THEY AREGOING
TO DIE".Me: Son of bitch he will not get away with this.Sphe:
We need to hunt him down who knows he cancome back and
finish them up.My phone ringed.Me: Thando.



Thando: You need to come back to the hospital.Me: What's
going on.Thando: Just come back now.Me: Thando.She already
dropped the phone.TJ: What's she saying?Me: Let's go.Sphe:
What's going on?Me: She said we need to drive back to the
hospital.TJ: Let's go then.We ran to the car and TJ drove to the
hospital, | prayto God Sims is still alive because if not I'm flying
toCape Town tonight.Insert thirty fiveWe got into an Uber and
asked the drive to followMelissa and his friends, | didn't know
what Sane'splan was but | was hoping it works out in our
favour.

Sane: Please drop us here.She said once Melissa's car stopped,
the driverdropped us after we payed.Isipho: What's the
plan?Sane: You shouldn't have came with us Isi you havea baby
to worry about.Isipho: It's not like you guys are here to
die.Sane: You may never know.Me: What do you mean
Sane?Sane: Nothing let's wait for them to get drunk first.Me: So
we going to just sit by the gate.Sane: Yes this is going to work
trust me.l just nodded my head in this case | will do anythingfor
Sbani to get out of jail | can't seem to erase hisface on my mind
when the judge told him that hisbail was denied. Sbani is strong
| have seen himbreak a few times but | have never seen him
thatscared, he was really angry but he was also scared.lsipho:
Thando what's on your mind?



Me: I'm just thinking about Sbani | have never seenhim that
scared.lsipho: He tried to act strong but he was scared.Zane: |
have known you guys for a shortest time but Ihave seen how
strong he is he will be fine.Isipho: | hope so never in my whole
life have Ithought that my brother can be arrested.Me: It's not
like he really did it Isi he was set up.Sane: We are going to sort
this out, this Melissaneeds woman like us to sort her out.Me:
Im with you on that one I'm willing to doanything.lsipho's
phone rang.Me: You should switch it off before the guys find
us.Isipho: Maybe it's about Cebo.Sane: This is what | meant
when | said you shouldn'thave came.Me: We know you love
your brother Isi but Ceboneeds just call a an Uber and leave
please.

Isipho: Are you guys going to be okay?Sane: We will trust | have
got all the skills to protectthe both of us.Me: The

skills?She laughed.Sane: Yes Thando, Isi have you called the
Uber?lIsipho: Yes it's quite near.We waited for a few minutes
and then the Ubercame and took Isipho.Sane: Let the game
begin.Me: You need to fill me up on this plan of yours so Iknow
what to expect.Sane: Chill babe | think we should get inside
now.Me: Get inside and do what?She kept quiet and | followed
behind her, when wewere at the door she took out a gun.Me:
Sane a gun? Where did you get a gun?Sane: Keep it down.



Me: No we didn't talk about any gun.Sane: Thando please keep
it down.Me: Promise me you won't hurt anyone.Zane: I'm not
promising you that please follow me or just stay here.l sighed
because she was damn serious.Me: Okay let's go.We got inside
and there was smoke everywherebecause they were smoking
and drinking.Sane: Ladies | see you are busy
celebrating.Melissa: Oh who do we have here Mlilo's
supposedlywife and her friend.They all laughed not seing the
gun in Sane's hand.Sane: Oh so you find all this funny huh?She
asked pointing a gun on them.Melissa: Thando please talk to
your friend.Me: Oh you know my name now? | thought |
wasMlilo's supposedly wife.

Melissa: Please think about my son.The other ladies were dead
quiet maybe some ofthem had peed on themselves.Sane: Think
about your son? That's very ironicbecause you didn't think
about Sbani's family whenyou set him up.Melissa: | didn't set
him up he tried to kill me.l found myself slapping her.Me: He
will never do that | know him what | don't getis why you did it
because Gift is in prison.Sane: Tell us Melissa what were you
hoping to gain.Melissa: Ladies please call the police.Sane: If any
of you wants to die you can go aheadand call the police.They
looked at each other and kept quiet.Me: So are you dropping
the case or not?Melissa: | will not do that he tried to rape me
forgod's sake.



Sane: Oh he tried to rape okay that's fine.Same took out her
phone and called someone.Sane: Send the video.She said and
dropped the phone.Me: What video Sane?Sane: Just watch and
learn dear friend.A message came through her phone.Sane: So
Mel's when are you dropping the chargesbecause all | know is
that Sbani is not spendinganother day in prison.Melissa: Fuck
you.Sane: Oh fuck me? That's cute is this not your son?She
showed her the video.Melissa: No please don't hurt him.Sane:
Oh so uyakwazi ukuthi please?Sane was on another mode.Me:
Well it's up to you, your son's life is now in yourhands so what
would it be.

Melissa: You are bluffing aren't you?Sane: Thando she thinks
we are joking.Sane looked at me and we laughed.Me: Just make
that call and she will be responsiblefor her son's death.Lady:
Melissa we all know you lied and framed Mlilonow please do
the right thing these people are not joking.Me: Oh you lied.She
looked down.Sane: So what's it gonna be Mel's because |
justrecorded your friend here saying that you
framedSbani.Melissa: Okay | will drop the charges just
pleaseshow me if my son is okay.Sane made a video call and
some guy was holdingMelissa's son, wow | can't lie I'm
impressed | neverwould have thought of doing something like
this.Melissa: Oh baby mommy is going to fix this | promise.The
baby was just making baby sounds.Sane: Time is up let's
go.Melissa: Can we do it maybe tomorrow.Me: Oh we getting



smart now.Sane: You have only 1hour to fix this if not your
sondies so what's gonna be baby momma.Melissa: Okay let's
go.When we got outside TJ and Sphe got out of the car.TJ:
Sanelisiwe we were worried sick about you guys.Sane: As you
can see we are fine.Sphe: Why were you here? What's going on
here?Me: Melissa is going to the police station to drop
thecharges.TJ: What? But how?Sane: We don't have time to
explain are you guyscoming or not?Sphe: Wait Sane is that a
gun?

Me: Sane here is savage that's all | can say.They looked at each
other.TJ: Okay let's go, how did you get here because wedon't
see any car.Me: Uber.We got into the car and TJ drove to the
policestation.When we got there Sane told Melissa to get
out.Sane: Go in there and drop those charges tell themthat you
lied | don't know why but you will figure itout, uwumaster
angithi wena.Melissa: How do | know that you won't hurt my
son?Sane: You don't know sweetheart but if you dare tryand
cross us just know that your son will die.She got out of the car
and ran inside.Sphe: Her son? What is she talking about.Sane: |
kidnapped her son.TJ: You did what?

Sane: You heard me.Sphe: How did you do that?Sane: My
friend helped me out.TJ: What if she tells them that you
kidnapped herson?Sane: Then she will never see her son.Sphe:
Are you serious?Sane: Do you think this is a joke? Sbani is out



thereprobably scared as fuck and you are here asking
mequestions.Me: Babe calm down we are in this together.TJ: |
must say though I'm impressed.Sphe: You can say that
again.Me: When we went to Melissa's house | didn't evenknow
what the plan was but I'm also impressed.TJ: So baby tell me
are some kind of a gangster?We laughed.Sane: Maybe.

We kept on talking | was telling them about whathappened in
that house, | can't lie I'm happy that Iwill sleep in Sbani's
arms.Sane: What's taking her so long?Just as we were still
wondering she came outrunning to the car.Me: So?Melissa:
They told me they already transferred Mliloto westville so |
need to go with them.Me: Why are you here?Melissa: | just
want to plead with you guys not killmy son.Sane: We won't kill
your son if you do what's right sonow go.She ran inside.Sphe:
This is bad westville is the worst.Sane: He will be out don't
worry.We waited a bit for the police to leave with Melissa.

Sane: Let's go home we will wait there.Sphe: Why don't we
follow them?TJ: No they will think we put Melissa to this
whenthey see us.Me: Yes let's just go home.l can't lie | was a bit
scared you may never withMelissa, she has proven to be crazy
what if she tellsthem we forced her | don't even think that she
caresabout her son.When we got home they all ran outside |
guess theythought Sbani was with us.Isipho: And where is my
brother?Me: He will be here later.TJ: Let's get inside.We all got



inside even Zane was here.Me: Friend.Zane: Hey | missed
you.We hugged.

Me: How are you feeling?Zane: I'm okay Uhmm I'm great
actually since Simsis awake.Me: That's great news | should go
see him.Zane: I'm sorry about Sbani.Me: It's fine friend he is
coming home tonight.Mamzo: Do you guys trust this
Melissa.Sane: She will not cross us | have her son.Mamzo:
What?Mbatha: High five job well done my girl. We
laughed.Zane: Really Baba.Mbatha: That's what | was gonna
do.Isipho: | hope he comes home.Sbani | was in a cell with one
guy atleast that's a relief butl'm sure they still going to move
me to another cell Iswear I'm going to die, | can't wrap my head
aroundall this it still feels like a dream. | may spend the restof
life in jail for something | didn't do, | have beentrying to stay
calm so | can connect with myancestors but they keep telling
me the same thingthat " it's going to be okay" | don't know how
but Iguess it will.I'm worried about everyone but most
importantly I'mworried about my sister | know she is not
strongenough for this, | trust Thando but | know she's
alsoworried.Guy: What's on your mind?Me: Nothing.Guy: I'm
Zakhele.Me: Sbani.Zakhele: So why are you here?Me: Some girl
set me up man.Zakhele: | know how you feel.

Me: You are also here for something you didn't do?Zakhele: No
but | killed my stepfather because hekilled my mother right



Infront of me.Me: That's hectic man.Zakhele: Yeah but atleast |
get to be in this cell alone.Me: So they still going to move
me.Zakhele: | think so but if you pay them they will allowyou to
stay here.Me: | just want to get out of here but then |
don'tthink | will.Zakhele: Was she your girlfriend?Me:
Who?Zakhele: | mean the girl who set you up.Me: No it's a long
story but | will tell you one daybecause we still going to be
here.Zakhele: Yeah man you will be fine.Me: | hope so.Warden:
Sbani Khoza.

Me: Yes.Warden: Come you are going home.Me:
Home.Warden: Just come.Zakhele: | guess that's a goodbye
then.Me: Sho mfethu.My heart was actually paining for him |
mean he was just defending his mother, | think | need to help
him.Zakhele: Sorry Khoza.Me: Sho.He gave me a paper.Zakhele:
That's my address please check on my littlebrother for me.Me:
Okay will do.I felt sorry for him more now.Warden: Take those
off and wear your clothes.Me: If | may ask what happened.

Warden: The lady agreed that she set you up thenshe dropped
the charges.Me: What will happen to her.Warden: She is
outside with the police you can askthem.l nodded and went
outside.Police: | knew you didn't do it.Me: Oh is that it
now.They laughed | looked at Melissa and my angercame
back.Me: What will happen to her?Police: We were actually
waiting for you to open acase against her.Melissa: Mlilo please |



have a son to look after.Me: It's fine I'm not opening any
case.Police: Are you sure?Me: Yes I'm sure.Police: We will take
you home.

| nodded and got into the car, Melissa called a cab.Police: Take
care.Me: Are you flirting with me miss?She smiled.Police: Is
that a wrong thing?Me: Yes that's why you arrest people who
areinnocent instead of investigating you are busy flirtingnxaaa.l
looked at her and she had her mouth open, | got outof the car
and stood by the gate. | know | was not in jail for a long

time but it feels like it | can't lie | wasscared.l got inside and
knocked at the door.Isipho: Come in.l got inside and they all ran
to me.Me: Woaw you guys are going to kill me.They laughed
between the tears.Mamzo: God is great.

Isipho: Oh bhuti I'm so happy you are back, did theyhurt you?
Are you hungry?Me: Angel just calm do I'm fine let's sit
down.As we sat down there was a knock on the door.Sane went
to get the door.Me: What is she doing here?Melissa: I'm here
for my son.Sane: Just wait someone is bringing him.Me: What's
going on here?Sane: | kidnapped her son so she can talk the
truth.l looked at her and she was damn serious.Me: You did
what? What if she arrested you? Thiswoman is crazy.TJ: Just
calm down Sbani what's important is thatyou are home
now.Me: Okay thank you Sane | owe you my life.Sane: You owe
me nothing we are family, did youopen a case against this one.



She asked pointing at Melissa.Me: No | didn't and please don't
ask me why.They all just looked at me like I'm crazy.Sphe:
What's important is that you are home.Thando: Yeah that's
true.She was looking at me like she doesn't believe thatl'm
back.Me: Are you okay?Thando: | should be asking you
that.Me: I'm fine let's go shower.She nodded and | took her
hand then we wentupstairs.Me: So what did you and Sane
do?She told me everything and just like everyone else lwas
impressed with Sane.Me: She is good.Thando: Really good
babe.Me: Join me in the shower.

Thando: Okay did they hurt you?Me: No they didn't, they put
me with only one guywhich | actually want to help.Thando: You
are too kind Khoza why are you notpressing charges against
Melissa.Me: I'm just thinking about her son.Thando: Hayi
no.Me; | know but | don't want her son to grow upwithout both
parents | mean Gift is already in prison.Thando: Okay | can't say
| would have done the samebut | understand.We continued to
bath till we were done.Me: Marry me Thando.She looked at
me.Thando: What?Me: Marry me I'm not getting any younger
andneither are you, life has showed us too many timesthat it is
short. | almost spent my life in prison, wehave been through a
lot together and I'm now sure that | want to spend the rest of
my life with you.Thando: Uhmm | don't..Me: I'm giving you two
days to think about it okay.Thando: Okay.Me: | love
you.Thando: | love you too.l got dressed and went back



downstairs leavingThando in our bedroom | guess | surprised
her.Me: Where is Melissa?TJ: She left, she said thank you.Me:
Oh well it's fine.Mbatha: You did good son by not pressing
chargesagainst she is crazy she just needs help.Sphe: You would
have spent the rest of your life inprison but you all think
Melissa is crazy.Mamzo: Calm down Sphesihle.Sphe: No mama
people always do what they pleasewith Sbani because he is
kind and that pisses me off.

He said going outside.lsipho: Sphe.Me: No leave him to calm
down first, angel get mesome food | need to go and see
Sims.Mamzo: It's kind of late now you will go tomorrow.Me: No
| can't mama there's something | need to doto him.Mamzo:
Okay then Zane is also there.l nodded and Isi brought my food.l
think it's time God gives us a break and allow us tobe happy
again, | mean it's been problem afterproblem we also deserve
some happiness. | need towait for Thando to give me an answer
so we cancelebrate something good for a change.Insert thirty
sixSbani | didn't even wait for TJ to park the car when we gotto
the hospital | just got out.Sphe: Sbani marn you want to die.l
didn't mind him | just ran inside the hospital theywere not in
the waiting room so | ran to his ward.Me: What's going
on?Mamzo: Can you just breathe for a moment.Me: You not
serious right?Mamzo: Sbanisamakhoza I'm still your mother.l
took a deep breath.Me: I'm sorry mama I'm just
worried.Mamzo: Where are the others?Me: They are



coming.They got inside.Sphe: How is he?Mamzo: The surgery
was successful but it's still bad.TJ: But he is going to be okay
right?

Mamzo: The doctor said we will know that aftermaybe three
days.Sbani: Three days?Mamzo: | know how you all feel but
let's be strongfor him.TJ: Where is Thando?Mamzo: She is with
Isipho.Sphe: Is she awake?Mamzo: Yes she is and
congratulations | saw mygranddaughter she is so cute.Sphe:
Thank you mama | will go check on them.He left.Sbani: How is
she?l said pointing at Zane.Mamzo: She is going to be fine.TJ:
This is so hard.Sbani: You can say that again.Mamzo: | have
never met any of Sims girlfriends when he finally finds the one
this happens.Sbani: He will pull through | know him.TJ: Yeah
don't worry Mamzo he is going to be fine.Mamzo: So nimtholile
(did you find him).We looked at each

other.Me: Ubani(who?).Mamzo: Don't even start Thando told
me everything.TJ: We didn't find him.Mamzo: Do you think he
is still a danger?Me: Ey we don't know.TJ: But we will put some
people to keep them safewhile they are still here.Mamzo:
Please make sure they are safe | need to gonow.Me: When is
he marrying you?Mamzo: Endabeni zami wezingane (In my
business).TJ: We are serious he can't keep you away from
uswithout telling us.



Me: And when are we meeting him because asimazi.Mamzo:
You will meet him soon bye now I love youall.She kissed Sims
and left saying she will first saygoodbye to the others.TJ: You
are the one who told us that Mamzo has aman do you know
who he is?Me: No | don't.TJ: Ofcos you do.Me: But I'm not
going to tell you.TJ: Mxm.We both laughed.Me: | miss him he
could be laughing very hard now.TJ: | know Bafo but let's have
hope.Me: Yeah that's the only thing we have now "hope".TJ: Do
you think Gift is going to come back?Me: | hope not because |
don't want blood in myhands.

TJ: Let's go check on the others.We went to the others and they
were busy talking totheir daughter and Thando was sleeping on
the otherbed.Me: Angel.lsipho: Bhuti.l hugged her.Me: How are
you feeling?lsipho: Tired and in pain a bit though.Me: You will
be fine.lsipho: Thank you for giving our daughter such
abeautiful name.Me: You welcome.TJ: When did Thando
sleep?Sphe: Just after Mamzo left she looked drained soShawn
told her to rest a bit.Me: Shawn?They laughed.

Sphe: Yes Shawn they were actually talking andlaughing | think
they kind of click.Me: Okay.TJ: Are you jealous?Isipho: Bhuti
you are jealous.Me: Just leave me alone I'm not jealous, when
willthe doctor discharge you?Isipho: Tomorrow.Me: Okay we
will have to find some people to watchZane and Sims.TJ: Yeah
it's already late let's go now we will callthem tomorrow.Sphe: |



will stay with Isipho and the baby and | willkeep on checking
them.Me: Okay let me wake Thando up.TJ: Just carry her hawu
be a gentleman for once.Me: Carry her haibo.lsipho: Hawu
Bhuti.

Me: Okay okay.TJ: Bye guys we will see you tomorrow.| carried
Thando and she was fast asleep, the thing Ihave noticed with
Thando is that she is a heavysleeper.l put her in the car and we
went home, we passed byTlJs girlfriend.When we got home
Thando was already awake, theygot inside with TJs girlfriend
which | didn't evenknow.Me: Okay who is that?TJ: My
girlfriend.Me: You have a girlfriend since when?TJ: It's been a
while now | just didn't want to rush ittill I'm sure what we
are.Me: So now you know?TJ: Yes | know she's all | need.Me:
I'm happy for you man, what's her name?

TJ: Sanelisiwe.Me: Okay let's get inside.Thando: We made some
food.TJ: Thank you so this is my girlfriend Sanelisiwe,Sane this is
my brother Sbani and | see you have metThando.Sane: Yes |
have met her nice meeting you too Sbani.Me: Great meeting
you too makoti.We ate and then they went to sleep.Thando:
I'm going to sleep too goodnight.Me: Uhmm Thando.Thando:
Yes.Me: Can you please sleep with me tonight.Thando: Sleep
with you?Me: | don't mean it like that we will just
cuddleplease.Thando: Okay let's go then.We went to my room,
| want to tell Thando that | love her and we should try again but



| still don't trust whatif she disappoints me again?I'm a lover
and | love hard so | want someone who isgoing to give me what
| give.Thando: I'm going to take a shower.Me: Can | join
you?Thando: What are we doing Sbani?Me: | don't
know.Thando: Okay join me but it will be innocent.Me: Okay
innocent it is.We went to shower and it was really innocent
eventhough | didn't want it to be.Me: Let's sleep
Goodnight.Thando: Can we talk?Me: Okay what's on your
mind?Thando: Uhmm listen all the things that havehappened
over the past few days made me realisethat life is too short so |
took this decision to tell you how | feel about you.Me:
Thando.Thando: Please just listen, I'm sorry about how
Ibehaved the last time but | learnt my lesson and I'mwilling to
make us work. | love you and everyday Iwish we are together
please just give me a chancethat's if you don't have a
girlfriend.l keep quiet for a while.Thando: Please say
something.Me: | love you too but please Thando
don'tdisappoint me again just put your studies andproject first
then us and our family.Thando: | promise | will do.Me: Now
come give me a kiss | missed those lips.Thando: But you were
kissing your PA.Me: Thando were you spying on

me?She chuckled.Thando: No.

Me: Was it you who told Mahle to stop seing me.Thando: |
don't know what you talking about.Me: Okay come now.She
came and sat on my lap then we kissed.Me: | missed



this.Thando: Not more than | did.Me: Okay let's sleep now.We
got into bed and she slept on top of me.In the middle of the
night Thando was moving mindyou on top of me and our groins
kept on touchingeach other.Me: Thando wangahlaliseka
nje?Thando: Your phone has been ringing but when Imove you
know.Me: Yes | know because you are tempting me.l moved
her then took my phone | had ten missedcalls from
Luthando.Thando: Who was it?

Me: This is strange it was Luthando | thinksomething is
wrong.Thando: Call her back.Me: It's 1:30 in the
morning.Thando: Just call her please.l dial her number and she
picks up on the first ring.Luthando: You all are busy sleeping
while there'sdanger in your way.Me: What danger?Luthando:
Sbani you are suppose to know everythingand you are suppose
to help everyone especiallyyour family but you just become too
angry and thatblocks your visions.Me: | know | just don't know
how to control my anger.Luthando: You need to work on that
please now getup and rush to the hospital before that
nursefinishes them off.Me: What nurse?Luthando: The one Gift
hired now go and tell TJ | said congratulations on that baby they
just madewith Sane.Me: What?She already dropped the
call.Me: Get dressed we need to go.Thando: What's going
on?Me: | will explain on the way.l got dressed and went to
wake TJ up.Me: Knock knock.TJ: What?Me: Get dressed we
need to go now.TJ: Okay.l went to check on Thando and she



was done.Thando: I'm done let's go.We met TJ and Sane in the
lounge then we left.TJ: What's going on?Me: Luthando told me
to tell you that congratulations on the baby you guys made
tonight.l said whispering.T): What?Me: Yes.TJ: You mean?Me:
Yes | mean just that.He looked at Sane then smiled.Me: So Gift
hired a nurse to finish off Zane and Sims.TJ: What?Me: That's
what Luthando said.Sane: They are going to be okay
though?Me: Yes if we get there fast enough.Sane: Yoh.Thando:
Welcome to our family babe.We got to the hospital and ran to
the ward andguess what? The nurse was standing by Zane's bed
side with a needle in her hands.TJ: What do you think you are
doing?Nurse: Uhmm | was..uhm the doctor told me to
dothis.Me: Which doctor?Nurse: He went home and | don't
think you know her.Thando: Okay give me that needle.Sphe
was also here he said he was sleeping and thenurse told him to
rest.Nurse: What?Thando: | said give me the fuckin needle.She
gave her reluctantly.Thando: So if | inject you with this needle
nothing isgoing to happen.Nurse: No please don't.Thando:
Why? | mean it's harmless right.l have never seen this side of
Thando and I'm lovingit.

Nurse: No please | don't want to die.Thando: And you think
they want to die?She slapped her.Nurse: | was paid to this
please | needed the money.Me: Thando wait, who paid
you.Nurse: | don't know his name.TJ showed her Gifts
picture.TJ: Was it him?Nurse: Yes yes it was him.Sphe: | called



the police | think it's best they find Giftbecause we are not
suppose to kill anyone.Thando: So you were willing to kill two
people justbecause you were paid?Nurse: I'm sorry.The police
came and took the nurse who told themabout Gift and they
promised to find him.TJ: They better find him because if they
don't trustme | will kill him with my bare hands.

Me: Thando were you really going to inject her.Thando: For
them, yes.Me: That was sexy by the way.Thando: You are
crazy.Sphe: Who is this beautiful lady.Sane: I'm Sanelisiwe TJ's
girlfriend.Sphe: Nice meeting you I'm Sphe his brother.Sane:
Nice meeting you too.Me: | need some sleep I'm tired do you
think it's safefor us to leave.Shawn: You can sleep in the other
beds | haveorganised for you guys, | just heard what
happened.TJ: Thanks man.Shawn: You can share beds if that's
fine by you.Sane: It's fine thanks doc.l guess Sane will fit just
fine in this family.Sphe: You can come sleep with me Sbani.

Me: No | will sleep with Thando.TJ: What? You guys are back
together aren't you?Thando: Yes we are.Sphe: Just keep it real
this time.Me: We will man lets sleep.We all went to our beds
and slept.Insert thirty sixl sat in the bedroom and digested
what justhappened, did Sbani propose? it was just surreal tome
| don't know why. | know | love him a lot and Iwant to spend
the rest of my life with him but | don'tknow I'm just scared of
disappointing him again notthat | don't trust myself believe me



| do, | just ayy Idon't know. | should be happy in fact over the
moonbut my emotions are all over the place | guess

I'm just overwhelmed, | think | need to see my therapist.As |
was still in deep thoughts the ladies came intomy room.

Sane: Babe are you okay?Me: I'm fine.lsipho: But you don't look
fine Thando did you andmy brother fight?Me: No we didn't
fight he proposed.They screamed.Sane: You don't sound
excited though.Isipho: And you don't even look happy why?Me:
| don't know.Sane: You said yes right?l looked down.Them:
Thando!Me: He gave me time to think about it.Isipho: What's
there to think about is this not whatyou want?Me: Ofcos it
is.Sane: So?

Me: | guess he caught me off guard.Isipho: | don't
understand.Sane: How do you think he is feeling right now
thatyou said you will think about it because I'm sure
heexpected you to say yes right away.Me: Sometimes | feel like
Sbani doesn't deserve melike he is too good for

me.lsipho: Obviously.She said leaving the room.Sane: What's
really going on Thando because whatyou are saying doesn't
make sense.Me: Don't get me wrong | love Sbani but
sometimes Iwonder if he loves me too or he still feels sorry
forme.Sane: Sibadala (we are old) Thando to be having
thisconversation but why would Sbani be with you if hedoesn't
want you, Sbani knows what he wants if hewas feeling sorry for



you he wouldn't have mendedthings with you.Me: | just don't
know.

Sane: I'm a very straightforward person mina Thandoand I'm
part of this family now so I'm not going to tryand understand
what you are saying because itdoesn't make sense all | can say
is uzolahlekelwaokukhona ngokungekho, Sbani has proven his
loveto you even after all that you did.Me: I'm just scared I'm
not used to being aroundpeople who love me like this | always
feel like theywill want something in return.Sane: But this time
it's not like that you get to have afamily, a man who loves you,
just appreciate whatyou have and enjoy every moment because
life is notpromised to anyone, after all that happened
youshould know that life is short so you have to makethe best
of it. Live in the moment if someone iswilling to make you
happy then allow them to. Sbaniis handsome he can get any girl
he wants but hechose you, he found you broken and decided to
healyou and mend your heart.Me: You sound like my therapist
now.We laughed.

Sane: I'm just good with words, if you want to behappy let go of
your past completely and don'tcompare people you have now
with people you usedto know, we all carry our bargain we all
have our ownstories to tell but we smile and live happy
becauselife goes on.Me: You know | used to be a prostitute
andeverytime Sbani touches me | wonder if he is notdisgusted



of my body or maybe if he doesn't thinkabout all the man that
have been between my legs.Sane: Have you talked to him
about any of this?Me: No.Sane: Then talk to him babe make
him understandyour fears, get assurance from him about how
hesees you and how he feels about your body and
yourpast.Me: Thank you | guess there is no need to talk to
mytherapist now, you are really good.Sane: That's why | studied
psychology.Me: It makes sense now.

Sane: | have also have made my own mistakes beenthrough a
lot but you can never say.She took off her shirt and exposed her
back and Icouldn't believe my eyes she had so many scars.Me:
Oh my God Sane what happened?Sane: My mother used to
beat me up from the age ofsix if | remember correctly, her
parents disowned herand throw her out of the house when she
waspregnant with me. They were disappointed at her forfalling
pregnant while she was still in high schoolmostly because she
was in matric, she left homeand came to Durban. She told me
she tried abortingme but it was never successful so | had to pay
forcausing her so much trouble, | started having sexwhen | was
ten years old because | have to bringfood at home.l was a
crying mess but Sane was not crying at all lapplaud her she is
very strong.Me: Why didn't you run away?Sane: | know this
may sound stupid but | didn't wantto leave my mother alone
because she had managed to make me believe that it was all
my fault so | wastrying to make up for all the pain | caused



her.Me: | don't even know what to say.Sane: | stayed with her
and made sure | did well inschool just to make her proud
regardless of whatshe was doing to me but all | did was always
wrongin her eyes but | stayed anyway. After some yearsshe
finally apologised and then died, still | blamedmyself for all
that.Me: How did you finally let go.Sane: | found help,
somebody to talk to whomanaged to change my mindset and
told me that itwas never my fault.Me: I'm so sorry about all
that Sane I'm glad you areokay now.Sane: It took time but I'm
fine and I'm happy so behappy and know that everything
happens for areason and that you should not let anything
breakyou, just allow it to make you strong.Me: Thank you | love
you okay.

Sane: | love you too.We hugged for a while.Me: Does TJ
know?Sane: He knows but not about the beatings.Me: He has
not seen your back?Sane: Yes that's what we fight about most
timesbecause | always wear a vest and | don't bath withhim in
the bathroom.Me: You should tell him you can't hide them
forever.Sane: I'm not ready for him to know yet.TJ: Well | know
now.We jumped and he was standing by the door with hisarms
folded.Sane: Baby.TJ: Don't.He said and left.Me: How long has
he been standing there?Sane: | don't know Thando I'm in
trouble.



Me: Just go talk to him.Sane: I'm pregnant.Me: What? No so
Luthando was right.Sane: | haven't told him that | took the
test.Me: Congratulations mommy just go tell
himeverything.Sane: Okay please talk to Sbani.Me: I'm going to
him just now.Sane: Wish me luck.Me: Good luck babe.She ran
outside while | thought about all that shesaid, it all makes sense
| shouldn't let my past holdme back because | was lose the man
| love oversome bad memories and my insecurities about
mybody. | was about to go downstairs when Sbanientered the
room.Me: Are you still going to see Sims?Sbani: No | will go
tomorrow | don't want to disturbhim maybe he is already
sleeping.

He was not even looking at me God what is wrongwith me why
do | keep on disappointing this man.Me: Yes.l said and he
turned and looked at me.Sbhani: Yes what?Me: You know.Sbani:
No | don't know Thando.Me: Yes | will marry you Sbani.Sbani:
And then what changed your mind?.Me: It's not like | said no
when you asked me | justsaid | will think about it.Sbani: Well |
guess that sounded like a no to me Imean | thought we are on
the same page but when Ipropose uthi you will think about
it.Me: I'm...Sbani: Don't say you are sorry please.Me: Can you
atleast sit down so we can talk.l thought he was not angry but
now he is pissed.



Me: Listen | just realised | was wrong | had thoughtsin my mind
that maybe you don't love me enoughyou just feel sorry me,
everytime you touch me Iwonder if you are not disgusted of my
body becauseof the job | used to do.Sbani: Baby | understand
your worries but | think Ihave proven enough to you that | love
you, | choseyou knowing what you do. I'm the one who
decidedto love you even though you felt like you didn'tdeserve
my love. The first time | saw you were aprostitute but | saw
beyond that and fell in love withyou and no your body does not
disgut me | mean llove being buried inside you.He winked and |
chuckled.Sbani: | mean it | love you, your past doesn't
defineyou and you should stop feeding your mind all
thesenegative thoughts. No one forced me to be in
thisrelationship I'm with you because | want to andplease talk
to me wherever you feel like you are notenough for me, | will
remind you that you are enough.Me: | love you Mr Khoza.

Sbani: | love you too Mrs Khoza and musaukutetema (stop
crying).l laughed between my tears.Me: So where is the
ring?He laughed.Sbani: | will buy it tomorrow.Me: Can't
wait.Sbani: Please don't ever look at any of us in thisfamily and
think that you are here because we feelsorry for you because
that's not the case.l nodded.Sbani: Now wipe those tears and
give me what'smine.Me: No not until we are married.Sbani: Tell
me you are joking | mean you have beenscreaming my name all
this while but now ushokanje.Me: | mean it babe.



Sbani: Sthandwa sam no.l ran to the bathroom while he ran
after me, DearGod thank you | said in my mind.SimsFacing
death makes you realise so many things,being around people
and don't tell them how youlove and appreciate them is the
worst thing ever.When | was in a coma | heard everything each
one ofmy family said | knew they loved me but | neverknew it
was that deep, | heard every weep, every cryand every word. |
wanted so much to tell them howmuch I love them but |
couldn't and that made mevery sad because | thought | will
never get thechance to tell them. That is why | say it's
veryimportant to appreciate people while they are stillalive
because when they are gone it doesn't matterthat much, I'm
grateful to be alive today to be given asecond chance to be with
my family especially Zane.Some people would blame her for
what happened but | don't she had no control over Gift and
shetotally didn't know that he was that crazy, | know shealso
blames herself but there is no time for that all Iwant is for us to
be happy and appreciate eachsecond we live because we were
both given asecond chance.Zane: What's on your mind you
have been awfullyquiet?Me: | love you.Zane: | love you and I'm
glad you are back.Me: It's good to be back.Zane: Don't ever
sleep for that long please.Me: Never baby | promise.Zane: I'm
so sorry about what happened.Me: It was not your fault so stop
apologising.Zane: It's just that...Me: I'm not going to say this



again stop apologisingif | ever hear you say you are sorry again
sizoxabana.Zane: Okay okay fine.

Me: | want us to forget about what happened andmove
on.Zane: Okay it's just that | don't want you to blame meone
day.Me: My love | will never blame you because | know itwas
not your fault so please lets drop it.Zane: Okay

goodnight.Me: Goodnight.l kissed her then she layed on my
chest, this hasbecame her home she has been sleeping
hereeveryday since | was still in a coma even if | doubtedher
love for me | now know she is my soulmate. Istill want to see
Gift | know he is in prison but | needto see him and look him in
the eye, if | had a chance Iwould kill him but Sbani would see
that before larrange it. | hold Zane tight and drift to sleep.l hear
people talking when | open my eyes it's Zaneand Sbani and it's
already the next day.Me: Is it morning already?Sbani: Yes Bafo.

Me: Hay | think they kind of manipulate the time here.We
laughed before he hugged me.Sbani: How are you feeling
Bafo?Me: Pains there and there but | will be fine.Zane: Babe I'm
going now | will see you later.Me: Okay bye | love you.Zane: |
love you too.She left.Me: Why are you looking at me like
that?Sbani: I'm so happy you are back.Me: Don't cry on me
now.Sbani: Fuseg.Me: You cried everyday when | was in a coma
| didn'tknow you loved me that much, | love you too man.Sbani:



Mxm you are talking too much now maybeyou should go back
to sleep.Me: No I'm never sleeping that long ever again.

Sbani: I'm glad Bafo.Me: | heard you were arrested.Sbani: Ahh
who told you?Me: I'm not revealing my source.We
laughed.Sbani: Mxm source yoknuka | already know.He told me
what happened.Me: | didn't know Melissa was that crazy.Sbani:
Neither did | man but Gift manipulated her alot.Me: Still man
what she did was crazy I'm glad shewill be joining her man in
prison.He looked down.Me: Don't tell me you let her go.Sbani: |
did man she has a son.Me: So what? You also have a
family.Sbani: | know but it's something | had to do sheneeds
help that's all.

Me: She doesn't even think that she is sick how willshe get
help.He cleared his throat.Me: No no Sbani don't tell me you
getting help forher?Sbani: Don't lecture me.Me: Don't tell me
not to lecture you, you almostspent the rest of your life in
prison because of her.Sbani: | know but this is my task | was
told to let hergo and help her.Me: Your ancestors told you
that?Sbani: Yes.Me: Hay hay angiyizwa ke le( | don't get any of
this)does Thando know.Sbani: No she doesn't and keep it that
way.Me: She is not going to be happy about this | meanthings
have a way of coming out, what if Melissa isstill plotting against
you.Sbani: She is not | know.



Me: | don't like this, she is your ex and now you arebusy helping
her.Sbani: I'm just helping her besides | proposed
toThando.Me: You did what? Wow I'm happy for you
Bafo.Sbani: Dankie Bafo.Me: Did she say yes?Sbani: Yes she
did.Me: That's great | can't wait to get out of here.Sbani: One
day at a time.Me: Stay away from Melissa.Sbani: | thought we
were way pass that now.Me: It's just that | don't trust her, who
else knowsabout this?Sbani: Just you everybody still resents her
so | won'ttell them.Me: Okay | know you are stubborn so just
be careful.Sbani: | will I'm not doing this because | like but
because | have to.Me: Don't fall in love with her.We
laughed.Sbani: | just told you I'm getting married so no timefor
that.Me: Good.Sbani: There are some things | have to do to
you, itwill be painful but it will make you go home sooner.Me:
Hay don't kill me Sbani.Sbani: Just trust me.We laughed.Me:
Let's eat first, thanks for the food.Sbani: You welcome.Even
though | don't trust Melissa what's important isthat | trust
Sbani and | know that his ancestors willnever lead him astray, |
just don't understand whythey are bringing him closer to
Melissa. Wecontinued eating while talking and laughing |
reallymissed his stubborn ass.

Insert thirty sevenZanelt's been three days since | woke up and
the doctorsaid he will not discharge me yet, everyday | wake
upand sit next to Sims bedside | don't believe thishappened the
worse part is that Gift did it. | can'thelp but blame myself if |



just gave him anotherchance this wouldn't have happened, |
risked Simslife for love and now he is sleeping here and
maynever wake up. | pray for him more than | pray formyself
because he saved me from my misery, hebrought back hope
and love in my life if it wasn't forhim | know | would have went
back to Gift but hislove convinced me that | deserve better, that
Ideserve everything he was offering me.l spent most of my time
giving Gift my all and hehurt me beyond measures when Sims
comes andput the pieces together Gift takes him away from
me,| need to find him and make him pay for this.

You all may be asking yourselves where | come from,well I'm
originally from Escourt and I'm an only childmy parents were
married but my mother passedaway when | was 16 years old
due to a heartproblem. My father adored my mother so much
thathe promised never to take another wife but | think heneeds
someone because he is lonely since | alsomoved to Durban. My
father knew that | was in arelationship with Gift but he was
never fond him he just tolerated him to make me happy,

| wish llistened to him when he told me that Gift is not rightfor
me, he used to say "Nele you are still going tofind the one not
lomfana wakaZwane" | thought hewas just being a parent but
his instincts were tellinghim that something was wrong with
Gift.Parents may be over protective but they know best Inow
believe that, | need to call my father and talk tohim but | don't
know whether he is back fromoverseas or not.It breaks my



heart to see Sims like this | don't knowwhether he will wake up
or not but we are praying hedoes mostly me because | will
never forgive myself if something happens to him.Me:
Sthandwa sam please wake up I'm so sorry thatthis happened
to you but you need to wake up andcome back to me, | believe
we still have a long wayto go | still need you to love me and me
to love youback wholeheartedly. | promise to make Gift pay
forwhat he did | love you so much.l wanted to cry so much but |
was very angry at Gift.Sbani: Zane can | come in?Me: Uhmm
yeah sure.Sbani: How are you?Me: Not good | want him to
wake up.Sbani: He will don't worry, you know you also have
torest right.Me: | know but | just can't help it.Sbani: Stop
holding your tears just cry.l sighed and let all the pain out while
Sbanicomforted me.Me: It's all my fault if | just went back to
Gift this

wouldn't have happened.Sbani: Hey it's not your fault you also
deserve better,if you went back to Gift maybe he would have
killedyou or treated you bad, you would always comesecond
because he has a wife.Me: But...Sbani: No buts Zanele, Sims is
going to wake up andyou two are still going to love each other
just stoptelling yourself that it was your fault because
itwasn't.Me: Thank you.Sbani: For what?Me: The talk.Sbani:
You are welcome and you should rest.Me: Yes doctor.Sbani:
You should call your father he is worried.Me: How do you know
that?He raised his hand showing the bracelets on hiswrists.



Me: Oh sorry | always forget.Sbani: | have to go now.Me:
Uhmm can you please do me a favour.Sbani: Shoot.Me: |
haven't dreamt of my mother for a very longtime and | no
longer feel connected to her can youthrow your bone's for
me.He laughed.Sbani: | will when you get back home but she is
withyou.Me: Okay thank you.Sbani: Sho see you later.Me:
Later.He left and | went back to my bed, this thing of notfeeling
connected to my mother has been botheringme a lot I'm just
glad that she is with me. | didn't askSbani about Gift because
I'm planning on finding himmyself without telling them I just
hope he is not inprison yet.

Sbanil left the hospital and decided to pass by McDonaldand
get some food, I'm back at home now andeveryone is home
except for Sims.The police haven't arrested Gift yet they say
that heis on the run, | know Zane is planning to find himwithout
telling us but that will not happen. His fatherseems to be
Mamzo's man but I'm still not sure yet, Idon't know how that
will work out if it's true.l get to McDonald and place my order, |
feelsomeone tapping my shoulder and the only person Ithink
off is Gift.Me: What?Il turn and see someone | used to go to
varsity with.Me: Thobani Dladla.Thobani: Mlilo.Me: My man
how have you been?

Thobani: | have been around mfana kithi, ewwanisaziwa
madoda.Me: Ukuba matasa ndoda but I'm glad you still



doingwell.Thobani: It's really good to see you again.Me: Same
here Dladla so what do you do?Thobani: I'm a lecturer at
UKZN.Me: Oh okay that's great man.Thobani: No ring | see you
still not married.Me: Not yet man but soon you will be getting
aninvitation.Thobani: Me too but | think | found someone
eventhough she doesn't know it yet.Me: Let's sit down while
we are still waiting, so whois the lucky lady.Thobani: No man |
don't want to jinx it she is astudent there and she asked me to
help her out withsomething so | told her to meet me here.Me:
Best of luck Bafo.

Thobani: Asbonge Mlilo.As | was about to stand up and go
collect my orderThando came through the door.Thobani: There
she is man.l wanted to laugh at him because Thando is mineand
mine alone.Thando: Hello.She was not seing me.Thobani:
Thando hey.l looked at her.Thando: Babe what are you doing
here?Thobani: Babe?Me: | passed by to get some food and |
bumped intoThobani my old friend.Thando: Oh okay you can
stay and wait for me I'msure it won't be long right Mr
Dladla?Thobani: Actually uhhmm | need to go some othertime,
it was nice seeing you Khoza.

Me: Nice seeing you too Dladla.Thando: And then.Me: He was
busy telling me about a girl he likes kantihe means you.Thando:
Shame let's go then.l took our food and we left.Me: When are
you learning to drive?Thando: When you find time to teach



me.Me: Okay every weekend then.Thando: Thank you did the
police find Gift.Me: Not yet and Zane is not handling it
well.Thando: It's a good thing that she is still in hospitalshe will
not do anything stupid.If only she knew what Zane is
planning.Me: Yeah that's good.My phone rings and it's an
unknowns number.Me: Answer it.

Thando: Helo, oh okay | will give him.I look at her.Thando: It's
Melissa.What does she want now.Me: Hello.Melissa: Mlilo |
need your help.Me: What's going on?Melissa: Can we meet in
person.Me: What's this about Melissa? Gift almost killed
mybrother and you want us to meet.Melissa: Please.Me: How
will I know that you are not setting me up,Gift is your husband
after all.Melissa: Please we can meet at your house.Me: Okay
fine come by later.Melissa: Thanks bye.Thando: What does she
want?

Me: To meet.Thando: And you agreed?Me: Yes.Thando:
Wow.Me: Babe come on.Thando: Don't tell me to come on, you
are puttingour lives at danger.We got home and | parked the
car, Thando got outand rushed inside.TJ: What did you do?Me:
Me? Nothing.TJ: Come on.Me: Okay | got a call from Melissa
she wants us tomeet.TJ: You said no right?Me: Well.TJ: Wtf
Sbani what if its a set up.Me: | know it's not.

TJ: I hope you know what you are doing.Me: Trust me |
know.TJ: How is Sims and Zane?Me: Sims is the same, Zane is



fine but she blamesherself for everything and she is planning to
get Gift.TJ: She told you that?Me: No but she is thinking about
it | know.TJ: We need to find Gift soon man.Me: Trust me we
will and guess what?TJ: What?Me: | think Mamzo is in a
relationship with Zane'sfather.TJ: What? That's some messed
up shit.Me: Yeah man let me go talk to Thando.TJ: Okay I'm also
waiting for Sane.Me: So is she pregnant?TJ: | don't know she
doesn't want to take the test.

Me: Okay man | will be upstairs.TJ: Sho Bafo.l went upstairs |
know Thando is angry now | need tosoften her up because |
have got a plan aboutmeeting Mel's.Akhona Qampi and
Charmaine Nkosi thank you somuchlnsert thirty sevenOne
month laterLife has been great, Sims was discharged from
thehospital and everything is going very well now. I'mbusy with
school, my project and the wedding butSbani has been
behaving a little strange these pastfew days | don't know
whether I'm seing things orwhat. Isipho is graduating tomorrow
so we are busyplanning something special for her, we are
having lunch with the girls.Sane: | hate being pregnant guys
yoh.Isipho: That's exactly how | felt but once you holdyour baby
it changes everything.Sane: | can't wait to pop up this kid.Me:
You still have a long way to go babe, Zane youhave been
awfully quiet are you okay?Zane: | think Sims is cheating on
me.We look at each other Sims is planning to propose toZane
today and it's a surprise | think that's why



sheis complaining.Sane: No babe Sims loves you.Zane: But he is
acting very strange ladies he evenput a password in his
phone.lsipho: I'm sure it's nothing babe.Me: Yeah let's
order.We ordered and waited while having a bottle of
winebesides Sane Ofcos.

Our order came and we started eating.Zane: So Thando have
you guys set a date yet?Me: No but | think September would do
I'm still notsure about a date though.Sane: You guys should
wait for me to give birth Ican't be looking like a hippo on your
special day.We heard someone laughing and we looked up
onlyto be met by Melissa.Melissa: Oh sorry guys | didn't mean
to be rude.Zane: Why are you even standing here?Melissa: |
just wanted to say hi.lsipho: Don't even start Melissa just get
lost.Melissa: No need to fight just tell Mlilo | said thankyou for
taking my son out yesterday and for ourgrocery.l choked on my
drink.Me: What did you just say?Sane: Don't mind her Thando
I'm sure she is just lying.Melissa: Me lying?She took out her
phone.Melissa: Is this not his number?She showed me while
smiling, there were calls andmessages from Sbani.lI'm not going
to cry, | said to myself.Isipho: What are you trying to
achieve?Melissa: Nothing bye ladies.Sane: Yet wena
Melissa.Zane: Just leave her babe.They looked at me.Sane:
Please don't cry Thando.Me: So this why Sbani has been acting
strange lately,do you guys think they are having an affair?Zane:
| don't know but | know Sbani loves you so youshould talk to



him.Isipho: Yeah talk to him but | hope he is not messing
around.Sane: He better not because | will kill him | swear.Me: |
don't know let's go.We went to a hotel to get ready for Zane's
suprise,she doesn't know anything when we get to a hotel
lorder two bottles of wine.lsipho: Hay Thando don't tell me you
will drink thesebottles.Me: Ofcos | will.Sane: Sbani is going to
kill you.Me: | will kill him first.l can't lie | may act like I'm okay
but I'm not, what willl do if Sbani is cheating on me? Why is he
alwayscalling Melissa? Why would he take them out? No hecan
never do that to me or would he?Zane: Friend no you are
drinking wine from the bottleatleast pour in your glass.Me:
No.Zane: You are hurting | know but drinking won't resolve
anything.Me: I'm okay please just get dressed | will dresswhen |
finish this bottle.She looked at me then went to get dressed, |
drankthe whole bottle | know it's a lot but | don't want tothink
about what Melissa said.Sane: Thando let's go.Isipho: Thando
you are not dressed yet.Me: Please try helping me out.| tried
getting up but | fell Sane came to kneel next tome.Sane: | know
you are hurt about what Melissa did butyou are not going to
ruin Zane's day by what you aredoing, let me help you get up
and you get dressed.Trust Sane not to beat around the bush,
they helpedme get dressed and I'm drunk ngidakiwe
bakwethu.A driver came to fetch us and we went to
therestaurant the guys booked, we looked really sexy inour



dresses | don't know about me though becausel'm just drunk, |
can't even walk properly.

Isipho text Sphe that we are here and they tell us toget
inside.lsipho: Hold on to me please because you are goingto
fall. We get inside and Sims is on his knees with a box ofthe ring
and there are balloons written will you marryme?Sims: Babe
these couple of days have been hell butthey made me realise
that | want to spend the rest ofmy life with you, | want you to
wake next to meeveryday, | want to love you the way you
deserve.Ngicela ube umkami maMbatha.Us: Ncooah.Zane: Oh
babe | will marry you.The guys whistled while Mamzo was
uluating.We hugged and congratulated her, Sbani came tostand
next to me.Sbani: Babe how are you?l kept quiet.

Sbani: Thandolwam.Me: Just leave me alone.He came close to
my mouth.Sbani: Say haaah.Me: Angifuni.Sbani: So you have
been drinking?Me: No.Sbani: Buka you can't even stand
properly Thando.Me: Don't shout out at me.People were busy
celebrating not minding usSbani: Uthini?Me: | said don't shout
at me Sbani atleast | havebeen drinking not unfaithful.Sbani:
Who has been unfaithful?Me: You Sbani.Sbani: What are you
talking about?Me: Nothing.

Sbani: | see there's a problem can we atleast go talkoutside.Me:
Fine.He held me then we went in his car.Sbani: So what's going
on?Me: Have you been seeing Melissa?Sbani: Uhmm seeing her



how?Me: Don't act dumb with me Sbani, | saw Melissa atthe
mall today and she said | should thank you fortaking them out
yesterday.Sbani: Uhmm look Thando...Me: Don't tell me you
are cheating on me, with her?Sbani: Ofcos not I'm just...Me: |
don't want to hear it.Sbani: Please let's just talk about this.Me: |
don't Uhmm.l vomited all over him.Sbani: What the hell.

Me: I'm sorry I'm...l vomited again.Sbani: Shit I'm taking you
home.Me: No | want to celebrate with my friends.Sbani: How
will you celebrate when you are like this.Me: It's all your
fault.Sbani: Did | make you drink?Me: Ofcos you did.Sbani:
Okay I'm sorry let's go home.He took out his shirt and wiped my
vomit off himand drove topless, | couldn't help myself but stare
athis body.Sbani: Stop staring at me.Me: I'm not.l adjusted the
car seat and slept.Sbani | looked at her as she was sleeping with
her mouthpouted, | didn't think Melissa was going to be
thisstupid | told her not to tell Thando about thisbecause they
don't know and they hate her now sheis ruining everything. |
guess it's time | stop helpingher because she is stupid | wonder
what happenedto her or maybe she was always stupid just that
Ididn't notice.l hate lying to myself but | don't have any feelings
forMelissa what's so ever it's just that | was assignedto help her
so | don't have a choice.l drive inside the house and when | try
to carryThando inside she wakes up.Thando: Don't carry
me.Me: But babe you can't walk properly.Thando: Leave me
alone Sbani just because I'mdrunk doesn't mean I'm stupid, you



are busy fuckingMelissa behind my back.Me: I'm not fucking
her | promise.

She gets inside and | follow her.Thando: Stop following me
around, | have beenasking you if there's something wrong since
youhave been acting strange lately but you said it'snothing. |
know how much you hate being lied tothat's why | don't expect
you to lie.Me: Thando.Thando: | need to shower and sleep.She
said leaving me in the lounge.l know | shouldn't have lied but |
had no choice theywould be angry at me too, | just hope
Thando doesn'ttell the others because | know they will chow
mealive.l check on Thando and she is fast asleep, | grab mykeys
and leave | need to talk to Melissa before sheruins everything
for me, | hope | have been giving herfalse signals.l drive to her
place and park outside maybe it's bestif she just goes back to

Cape Town.l knock and she opens for me.

Melissa: Mlilo.Me: Melissa hey.Melissa: Please come in.Me: I'm
not staying let's sit down we need to talk.Melissa: Oh okay
sounds serious.Me: It is actually.Melissa: Let me wake my son
up so he will see thatyou are here.Me: No it's fine don't wake
him up.l don't think Melissa is going to use her sensesanytime
soon she is busy acting like her son is ourson damn.Melissa:
Okay what's up.Me: What did you say to my fiancee
today?Melissa: Uhmm nothing.Me: | don't even care what you
said but let me beclear with you Melissa I'm helping you



because lhave to not because | want to. | don't understand how
you think because you always do stupid things,| don't like
spending time with you but | know whatl'm doing so stop trying
to cause trouble for me.Melissa: I...Me: Just shut the fuck up
and listen after what youdid to me | hate you but this is my job |
have to do it,whatever ideas you have in your head are not true
Idon't like you and | will never do. After I'm done withall this I'm
moving on and | expect you to do thesame and stop being
stupid. | see you are busyplaying happy family with me always
wanting me toplay with your son.Melissa: But | thought...Me:
You thought wrong and if you don't change | willstop helping
you sdidi.l said that and left her there with tears in her eyes.If
she thought | was helping her because | want herthen she is
crazier than | thought, | have been willingto check out on
Zakhele's younger brother but | havebeen busy so | check out
the address and | drivethere, it's quite far and it's in the slums.

| get out of the car and look around some peoplereally stay in
unhealthy areas this really shows howwe differ in this country,
when you live in the suburbsyou don't even think that there are
people who livelike this.l walk around looking for the number
of this shackuntil | see it, | knock on the door it just looks like
adoor but it's not a door.Lady: Just open the door Bhuti that
boy doesn't lock.Me: Ngiyabonga sisi.l open the door slowly
and he jumps from somethingthat looks like a bed.Me: Hey
don't be scared.Boy: Anginalutho ungangilimazi ( | don't



haveanything please don't hurt me).That stabbed my heart.Me:
Ngeke ngiklimaze boy ubhuti wakho ongithumile( I'm not going
to hurt you, your brother sent me).He kept quiet and took his t-
shirt to wipe a chair forme so | can sit down, | sat down.

Me: I'm Sbani and | was arrested with your brotherso when |
got out he told me to come check up onyou.Mpendulo: I'm
Mpendulo when will he get out of jail.Me: | don't know boy but
you are young who do youstay with.Mpendulo: | stay alone.|
looked around and there was a small cupboard, asmall table
and a two chairs and what he was sittingon | assume was a
bed.Me: How do you survive?Mpendulo: | help people around
here so they give mefood sometimes money and on weekends |
work atthe car wash by the road.Me: How old are
you?Mpendulo: Eleven.Me: What? Don't you guys have
relatives?Mpendulo: When my brother was arrested | went
tostay with my uncle but one day he tried raping me so

| ran away.Me: What?My palms were actually sweating from
anger.Mpendulo: Here drink some water Bhuti.l took the cup
and drank.Me: Thanks boy.Mpendulo: Manje ubhuti
usezophuma ejele( So nowmy brother will now be out of
prison).Me: | will do my best to help him

okay.Mpendulo: Okay.Me: Do you go to school?Mpendulo: Yes
| promised my mother and mybrother to finish school.Me:
That's great boy so would love stayingsomewhere



else.Mpendulo: | prefer staying here than with peoplewho will
treat me bad just because I'm an orphan.| looked up because |
didn't want him to see me cry.

Mpendulo: Indoda ayikhali Bhuti ( A man doesn't cry).He said
laughing and | joined him.Me: Let's go.Mpendulo: To
where?Me: Let's just go, is there anything you want to pack?He
took his backpack and put some envelopes there.Mpendulo:
Should | also take my uniform?Me: No.He closed the door and
then followed me to the car, Idon't know what I'm doing but all
| know is that I'mgoing to help him.Mpendulo:ls this your
car?Me: Yes.He nodded and just admired the car while smiling,
Idrive away and the lady | saw earlier stops the car.Lady: Thank
you for taking him please take care ofhim, he is smart.Me: | will
surely do sisi.

| took out R500 from my wallet.Me: Please take this.Lady: Oh
God will surely bless you thank you.Me: You are welcome.|
drove out of the slums and got into the road.Mpendulo: Are
you taking me to your home?Me: Yes.Mpendulo: Do you stay
alone?Me: No | stay with my family.Mpendulo: Won't they hate
me?Me: No they are good people.Mpendulo: Okay but if | don't
like it there promise meyou will take me back home.Me: |
promise, are you hungry?Mpendulo: No | ate uphuthu with
sugar water.Haibo this kid has been through a lot.Me: Okay it's
already late so | will take you to town tomorrow. Mpendulo:



What about school?Me: Don't worry yourself about that.l drove
home and when | got there | saw carsmeaning they were all
back from the party except forSims and Zane they booked a
hotel room.Me: Let's go inside.Mpendulo: Is this your
house?Me: Yes boy.Mpendulo: | have never been to a big
house before.l opened the door and everyone was in the
loungeeven Thando | guess she is sober now.Mamzo: Sbhani
where are you coming from?Me: | went to fetch Mpendulo,
family this isMpendulo a new member of this family.Mpendulo:
Sanibona.They looked at him and kept quiet until | looked
atthem.

Mamzo: Come here boy.He walked to Mamzo who hugged her,
she took hishand and they went upstairs.Sphe: Don't tell us he
is your long lost son.Me: Ofcos not remember Zakhele?TJ): The
one you were in a cell with?Me: Yes and he asked to check out
on his youngerbrother so | just came with him here because he
hasnowhere to stay.Sphe: Okay Thando told about Melissa,
why are youdoing this?Me: You won't understand.TJ: Sure we
won't so tell us.Thando: I'm going to sleep I'm not interested in
this.Me: Thando.She kept quiet and left.Isipho: Bhuti are you
having an affair with Melissa.Me: No | will never do that to
Thando.

| don't know what | will do because | have to helpMelissa but
it's causing tension between us so I'mconfused on what to do



now.lInsert thirty eightl went upstairs while Sbani was trying to
explain tothe family about his involvement with Melissa, I'mnot
being dramatic or unfair | know that he has acalling and he is
bound to help people. He doesn'towe any explanation when
doing what he is supposeto do but this time it's different so he
should havetold us, Melissa put him in jail and we still don't
trusther | think she still has an agenda if not she wouldn'thave
gloated to us about how Sbani helped her andher son maybe
she thinks there's a possibility forthem to be some happy
family.Sbani is kind and | can never take that away fromhim and
I'm not planning to but for all this to work Ineed Melissa out of
our lives because | know she isstill going to cause a lot of
troubles for us and thefact that she is his ex makes me more
sick what if they fall in love again oh God no | don't even want
tothink about it.And then there is a kid he was with what if he is
hisson maybe Melissa is his mother no no it can't be.l hear the
door opening and Mpendulo just standsthere.Mpendulo: Are
you okay sisi?Me: Yes I'm fine.Mpendulo: But you don't look
fine are you sure?Me: | said I'm fine.l shouted and regretted
myself after that.Me: I'm sorry boy.Mpendulo: No kulungile (
it's fine) you don't like meand | get it most people don't like
me.That made me feel more bad so | got up and stoodnext to
him.Me: No boy it's not like that I'm just not feeling welll'm
sorry for shouting at you.



Mpendulo: Talking helps.l chuckled.Me: And how do you know
that.Mpendulo: | just know.Me: Let's sit down.l sat on my bed
and he sat on the floor.Me: No don't sit on the floor.Mpendulo:
Are you sure?Me: Yes boy.Mpendulo: So why are you not
okay?This boy seems smart and he is cute.Me: | will be fine
don't worry.Mpendulo: My teacher always told me that
bottlingthings causes more damage inside.Me: How old are you
again?Mpendulo: Eleven.Me: You are too smart.

Mpendulo: | know.Me: So where are your

parents?Mpendulo: Dead.l looked at him and felt bad.Me: I'm
so sorry.Mpendulo: No don't be.Me: What happened to them if
you don't mind measking?Mpendulo: My father killed my
mother and mybrother killed my father for killing our
mother.Me: Uhmm I'm so sorry.This boy has been through a lot
| don't know whetherhe is strong or maybe he is used to bad
thingshappening to him so he pretends to be strong.Mpendulo:
It's fine can | sleep on your bed I'm a bittired and Bhuti Sbani
promised to take me to themall tomorrow.Me: It's fine you can
sleep.

He had showered and was wearing Sbani's shortsand t-
shirt.Sbani got into the room looking drained | guess theygave
him a hard time, | got up and attempted toleave.Sbani: Can you
sit down and let me explain.Me: No | don't want to listen to
you.Sbani: Can you please stop shouting I'm trying tospeak to



you like an adult but you are busy shouting.Me: Don't tell me to
stop shouting I'm angry Sbani.Sbani: | know you are angry and
I'm not saying don'tbe but please be reasonable.Mpendulo: Can
you both please stop fighting andtalk like adults.Me: You don't
get to tell us what to do, who do youthink you are?Sbani: Don't
Thando don't you dare talk to Mpendulolike that.Mpendulo: |
told you, you don't like me but you said you do. He said getting
out of our room, | looked downbecause of being ashamed of
what | just said to thepoor kid.Me: | didn't mean what |
said.Sbani: | wanted to explain to you why | helpedMelissa
out.He said ignoring what | was saying.Sbani: | was assigned to
help Melissa and her sonand | know | should have told you guys
especiallyyou since you are my fiancee but | knew youwouldn't
understand and I'm sorry about that but Idon't get to choose
who | help. | want all of you totrust me Melissa fooled me once
she will never do itagain so I'm sorry for what she said | promise
to gowith you next time | go see her.Me: Okay just talk to us
please.Sbani: | will | promise, do you remember Zakhele?Me:
Yes.Sbani: Mpendulo is his younger brother he will be staying
with us from now on, | hate the way youspoke to him Thando it
was rude.Me: | know I'm sorry.Sbani: I'm not the one you
should be apologising to.He said getting up.Me: Where are you
going?Sbani: | need some air.Me: Are we okay?Sbani: Yes we
are fine.He was not even looking at me, Sbani gets pissedoff
easily but he tries so hard to calm down becauselLuthando told



him to stay calm at all times. | get whyhe is angry though |
shouldn't have talked toMpendulo like that | mean they also
took me in likethey are doing to him.I followed Sbani out and
went to look for Mpendulo Imean | need to apologize | don't

want him to feelunwelcome because of me.Sane: Are you okay
babe?

Me: I'm fine have you seen Mpendulo?Sane: He is in the garden
with Sbani they seempretty close.Me: Yeah | guess.Sane: Are
you sure you okay? Did you and Sbani talk?Me: Yes we talked
babe and we are fine not fine fine.Sane: What happened now?
you guys are alwaysfighting kanti you shouldn't be doing that |
mean youare about to get married for heaven's sake.Me: We
will be fine | just need to talk to Mpendulothere's something |
said so | want to apologize.Sane: Okay fine.Me: Is Mamzo and
Baba still here?Sane: No they left and I'm also going to bed
now.Me: Okay babe goodnight.l went to the kitchen to eat, |
picked through thewindow and saw Sbani and Mpendulo
laughing, Iguess he really likes him | hope he doesn't
replaceme, well I'm being insecure now and | don't like it.

They got inside while | was eating.Me: Did you guys eat | can
dish up for you.Sbani: We already ate thank you.Me: Mpendulo
can we talk.Mpendulo: No sisi Thando I'm tired I'm going
tosleep.Me: Oh okay we will talk tomorrow then
goodnight.Sbani: | will show him his room, you will find



meupstairs.Me: Okay babe.They went upstairs and | just lost
my appetite, | don'teven know if Sbani is fine or maybe he is
pretendingto be because | was really rude to Mpendulo, | think
Ihave a degree of disappointing people and myselffor that
matter.l took Sbani's car keys and went outside, | know howto
drive and | have a driver's license thanks to Sbani.l got into the
car and drove to Melissa's place | hope I'm not making a
mistake.l parked by her gate and debated whether to goinside
or not, what | get into trouble but | just want totalk to her
about this whole thing, | want her tounderstand that | don't
have a problem with Sbanihelping her but she should know that
I'm Sbani'sfiancee and she must not get any ideas.| got out of
the car and went inside, | knocked and noone answered. |
opened the door and it was notlocked so | got inside, she was
not in the lounge so lwalked to the bedroom. | found her
removing apillow from her baby.l guess she heard
footsteps.Melissa: Mlilo is that you? | knew you were going
tocome back, | figured maybe my son was a problemso | killed
him. | killed him so we can be together.She was saying all this
not looking at me.Me: Melissa you did what?She looked at and
dropped the pillow on the floor.Melissa: Uhmm what are you
doing here?

Me: You killed your son?Melissa: Thando Uhmm I...Me: Just
shut up how cruel are you?l said taking out my phone.Melissa:
Drop that phone.Me: Or what?l asked unlocking it when |



looked at her she waspointing a gun at me.Melissa: Give me
that phone or | will shoot you.Me: Melissa you are crazy so you
suffocated yourson because you thought Sbani wants
you.Melissa: Shut up | know Mlilo loves me.She came closer
and my phone fell.Me: You need to be locked up you are crazy |
don'teven know what Sbani saw in you.Melissa: Mlilo loves me
I'm not crazy.Me: If you are not crazy then why did you kill
yourson?

She laughed | felt like | was in the same room withthe devil, do
you know those laughs where you feellike the devil is laughing
at you? | usually hear themfrom the movies especially those
Nigerian movies.Melissa: Oh my son he was disturbance
between meand Mlilo so | figured why not?Me: Sbani is mine
Melissa and mine alone.l wish | didn't say that because she shot
my leg and Ifell down.Me: Melissa please let's talk about
this.Melissa: Talk about what?Me: Why are you doing all this
because you willnever get Sbani you are just destroying your
life.She kneeled down next to me.Melissa: If | will not have
Mlilo then that means youwill not have him either.She said
putting a gun in my head, | tried grabbing itand fought mind
you I'm shot in my leg. We kept onfighting and | heard the gun
goes off.

Me: God no.Sbanil got out of the shower and ran to the room
becauseof the vision | just had, | wrapped a towel around



mywaist and ran to the kitchen shouting Thando'sname. | don't
know what's going on but | saw a lot ofblood then Thando and
Melissa.Me: Thando, Thando.l saw her plate on the kitchen
table and panicked,where did she go.TJ: What's going on?Sphe:
Why are you shouting?Me: Has anyone seen Thando?Sphe: No |
thought she was in the bedroom.Me: No we left her here eating
and went upstairs.TJ: Maybe she went to get some air.

Me: No something is wrong | had a vision.Sphe: What could it
be now?l searched for my car keys in the lounge but theywere
not where | put them, Isipho and Sane werealso awake
now.Me: My car keys are not here.Sane: What did you see
exactly?Me: Thando, Melissa and a lot of blood.Isipho: No
maybe she went to see Melissa.Sane: | thought you guys spoke
about this Melissathing.Me: We did and | thought we were fine
but | guess Iwas wrong.lsipho: Let's go to Melissa's house.Sphe:
We will go there but you ladies stay here andlook after Cebo |
mean we can't go with her.Sane: Yeah you are right.TJ: Bafo go
get dressed while | bring the car around.

| ran upstairs and wore my tracksuits.Mpendulo: Is everything
okay Bhuti?l forgot he was even in this house.Me: Yes
everything is fine boy go back to your room.Mpendulo: Okay
Bhuti.He left and | finished dressing then went to the carSphe
and TJ were already waiting for me.Sphe: What do you think
happened?Me: | don't know Bafo | just hope Thando is



okay.Sphe: She is fine don't worry.l really hope she is fine and
that she didn't doanything stupid I'm tired of all this drama
around myfamily.We got there and ran inside, we were not
ready forwhat we saw.TJ: No Thando what have you done?She
was sitting on the floor with Melissa next to her.Thando: |
didn't do anything she...she just attacked me. We all just stood
there and no one moved.Thando: She is dead but | didn't kill
her | swear youhave to believe me.We looked at each other,
what do we believe whenthings are like this.Insert thirty
nineSbaniWe all just stood there | think no one was willing
toask what happened because we were all afraid ofwhat
Thando might have done | mean what do we doif she is the one
who killed Melissa, the worst thingis that she is dead so we will
never know if Thandodid or not. | know | will know because
they have toshow me something if not then it means Thando
isguilty, what do we do now?TJ: Uhmm Thando where is the
baby?

She pointed to the bed and TJ went there he felt hispulse and
nodded that he was dead, Sphe went tothe bathroom to puke |
don't whether out of shock ormaybe he was just disgusted.Me:
What happened exactly Thando did you kill them?Thando: No |
did not | came here just to talk toMelissa but when | got here
she was not in thelounge so | went to her bedroom, she was
holding apillow removing it from her son. When she
heardfootsteps she said "Mlilo | killed him so we can



betogether because he was the reason why you didn'twant me'
| was shocked and | asked her what shehad done but then
when he realised it was me shewas shocked.She flinched |
guess because of the gun wound onher leg.Thando: | took out
my phone to call you but when llooked at her she was holding a
gun | asked her todrop it and talk instead she said you were
hers, | toldher what she was doing was crazy and that sheneeds
to be locked up because she never have you since you are mine
but instead she shot my leg. Shethen came next to me and put
a gun in my headtelling me that if she can't have you then
neither will Ithat's when we fought then | heard gunshots
andshe was the one who was shot.l looked at her and saw that
she was telling the truthno way she had planned for this to
happen and theway she explains makes sense because if she
islying then it means that she planned this a long timeago.Me:
Okay.Sphe: Gents can we talk outside.We followed each other
outside.TJ: | believe her.Me: Me too man.Sphe: | don't know
what to believe.TJ: There is no way Thando planned all this |
meanthe way she narrated it, it's just how it
happenedremember Melissa was a psychopath.Sphe: Even so
what was she doing here in the first place. Me: That's what |
don't get | mean we talked aboutthis and we had an
understanding | even told herthat next time when | come here |
will come with her.TJ: | don't see how asking our selves this will
help uswhat we need to discuss is what do we do now?Me: |



don't know because if we call the policeThando will be arrested
for murder of a child and hismother.Sphe: | hear you guys but |
don't trust Thando shehas been doing things to disappoint us
for a verylong time now what if she is the one who is
apsychopath in all this?TJ: Hay Sphe Thando may be many
things but not amurderer.TJ was standing by Thando in all this
he was havingnon of it and | was with him on that one as much
asThando can be a handful she is no killer.Me: | with you TJ she
did not do it | mean whatwould she gain because she already
has me and she

knows that | love her and | would have never chosento be with
Melissa.Sphe: Hayi | don't know.TJ: Iscefe ke lesi osenzayo
Sphesihle ( You are beingnauseous now).Me: Let's not argue
please.Sphe: So what do we do?TJ: | think | have a plan.We
looked at him.Sphe: Seems like Thando planned this with you
whyare you so chilled.TJ: Don't you dare fuck with me Sphesihle
are yousaying I'm a murderer huh? Do | look like I'm calm
toyou? Seing an innocent child dead do you think I'mthat
heartless?Me: Guys wooaw please stop this.TJ: Uyangidakelwa
lo.My phone ringed. Me: It's Luthando.Sphe: Pick up maybe she
will tell us what reallyhappened here.Me: Hello.l put the phone
on loud speaker.Luthando: She did not do it.Me: Are you
sure?She had already dropped the call, we looked at eachother
and Sphe looked at TJ with regret.Sphe: Bafo I'm...TJ: Save it.He
said going inside.Me: He will calm down.Sphe: What | said was



really harsh.Me: I'm also disappointed Sphe | get that you
don'ttrust Thando but TJ is your twin you should knowbetter.l
said leaving him there going inside TJ was busy assisting Thando
to sit on the bed.TJ: This is just a flesh wound | will find
something towrap around your leg maybe some bandages.He
said looking around the wardrobe.Me: Hey are you
okay?Thando: Do you believe me?Me: Yes baby | believe you,
you would never dosomething like that.Thando: What will
happen now? Maybe | should goto the police station to explain
what happened.Me: Police station? No Thando they won't
believeyou considering all the drama that has
happenedinvolving Melissa.Thando: | shouldn't have came here
all  wanted was just to talk to her that's all.Me: Don't beat
yourself up what's important is thatwe know you didn't kill
them so don't blame yourself,even if you didn't come here
Melissa had alreadykilled her son.

She nodded while crying in my arms, we all wantedMelissa out
of our lives but we did not want her todie. | think it's good that
she is out of our livesforever | know that sounds heartless but
who knowswhat other troubles she would have caused.Sphe
came inside the house.Sphe: So what is the plan.He asked
looking at TJ but TJ looked at me.TJ: | say we take Melissa's car
put them inside andpark it outside the gate then burn this place
downbecause there is no way we can clean up all thismess.Me:
Then we take the gun with us that's a great planatleast her



family will get to bury her.TJ: Yeah we planned this whole thing
right Thando?He said looking at Sphe and Thando was
soconfused, it's not easy to piss TJ off but | think thehormones
are just playing with him.Thando: What?Me: Don't mind him
Thando it's the hormones.

TJ: Mxm let's get to work.Sphe: Let's change Melissa's clothes
and burn theseones because they fought so there could
beThando's fingerprints in them.TJ: Kanti uyayikhuluma into
eyenza isense nawetwin brother.Me: Can you both just stop
this please.Sphe took the clothes off and wore some gloves
toput the others on while | brought the car around. Weput
them inside then parked the car outside the gate.Sphe: It's
already midnight so let's burn this placedown and leave
please.T) went to take petrol from our car while |
carriedThando to the car we then burnt the place down andleft,
when we were at the gate my phone ringed itwas Luthando
again.Me: Luthando.Luthando: Go to the nearest river and
cleanseyourselves before getting into that house.Me: It's the
middle of the night and we stay in surburbs there are no rivers
here.Luthando: | know the time go to the ocean then.Me: What
should we do when we get there?Luthando: You will know
what to do when you getthere.Me: Okay thank you.Luthando:
And be calm Sbani.She said that laughing.Me: | have been doing
a good job with that one.Luthando: | see bye.Me: TJ don't drive
in just drive to the beach.TJ: It's in the middle of the night.Me: |



know but Luthando said we must cleanseourselves before
getting inside the house.Sphe: So we have to bath in the
ocean.Me: Yes let's just go guys.TJ drove there we were all just
silent | don't knowwhat was going in their heads but on my
mine | hoped that this was the last time we handlesomething
like this, | mean we can't keep doing thisbecause if though none
of us killed Melissa and herson we still hold ourselves
accountable.We have so many if only we did not that, if only
wedid not do this but here we are now and | knowThando will
always think it's her fault somehow.TJ: We are here.l got out
first and went near the ocean, there was aplate with an incense
and matches | looked aroundand | knew that | had to use them.
| lit it up and thentalked to my ancestors after | was done
everythingwas clear on what | was suppose to do. |
cleansedthem all then myself.Sphe: | never want to do this |
hate getting gettinginto the ocean.Me: Makes the two of us but
then we had no choicelet's go.We got into the car and drove
home.TJ: I'm going to sleep.

Sphe: Me too.They disappeared into the passage.Me: | will get
the first aid kit so that | will fix your leg.She nodded, | wish |
knew what was going throughher head | just hope she doesn't
blame herself thatmuch.l came back with the first aid kit and
told her that weshould go upstairs, | fixed her wound then put
abandage on it.Me: Let's sleep.She nodded and then we got
into bed.Me: You are so quite whats in your mind?Thando: Do



you blame me for what happened?Me: Baby...Thando: Be
honest please.Me: No | don't blame you as you said when you
gotthere Melissa had already killed her son sooner orlater she
would have died also because she was notgoing to get me. We
don't know what her plan was but it was not your fault she was
a crazy psychopath.Thando: | shouldn't have gone there.Me: |
agree with you there you shouldn't gone thereThando because
we spoke about this but there's nouse now what's done is
done, you need to forgiveyourself and forget about
this.Thando: What if they find out | was there?Me: You should
have thought about that before youwent there instead you
didn't not that | blame youbut all the time you don't think
before you act, Ithought what happened with Chad would
havetaught you a lesson but clearly it didn't but | hopeyou
learnt your lesson this | really hope you did foryour sake
Thando because we will not always bethere to bail you
out.Thando: But | didn't do it.Me: | know you didn't do it but
what the police foundyou there huh? Do you think they would
havebelieved you, no they would have not | know
becauseMelissa once set me up.

Thando: | know I'm sorry | will do my best from nowon |
promise.Me: Make that promise to yourself so that you
won'tbe disappointed if you do things without thinkingever
again.She nodded.Me: Let's sleep | love you.Thando: Goodnight
| love you too.We kissed.| know most of the time | say this



when Thandodoesn't listen but sometimes | really doubt that
sheis my soulmate, what Luthando said about not beingsure
that she is the one for me or not always comesto mind in times
like this but I'm old now | don't thinkl'm still going to meet
someone who can be the onefor me. | can't shake the feeling
that we are not goodfor each other, our love is just argh | don't
know butit's like we always attract trouble.l closed my eyes and
tried to sleep it was really ahectic night now it's 2am in the
morning.

Thandol woke up in the morning Sbani was still sleepingnext to
me, | didn't get much sleep | kept thinkingabout what
happened last night, what would havehappened if | didn't go to
Melissa's house. Maybe,maybe all this wouldn't have happened
yeah | knowMelissa had already killed her son and | don't
believethat she deserves to live after what she did butmaybe
she also deserved another chance whoknows I'm not God after
all I can't judge people.Sbani: Penny for your thoughts?Me:
Morning no I'm fine.l did want him to worry about the fact that
| blamemyself for Melissa's death because what he
saidyesterday night made sense what happenedhappened
there's no use in blaming myself.Sbani: | hate it when you are
like this Melissawouldn't have hesitated to kill you but you feel
bad because a gun went off please don't torture
yourselfsthandwa sam, she was the one who was holdingthe
gun so she killed herself. Let's go take a showerl'm taking you



out.Me: On a date?l asked raising my eyes.Sbani: Yes.Me: Come
to think of it you have never taken me outon a date.Sbani: |
guess it's your lucky day then.Me: | love you
Sbanisamakhoza.Sbani: Nam ngiyakuthanda Thandolwam.We
went to the bathroom to take a shower thenwhen we were
done we went downstairs the otherswere already there.Us:
Morning.They kept quiet and we realised they were all
staringto the television."In today's news a mother and her son
were found outside her yard dead, the mother was shot and
herson suffocated to death. The police are stillinvestigating and
they promise to find who ever didthis so that the family of this
young beautiful ladyand her cute little son will find justice" |
didn't evenknow what to say Sbani went to the TV and
switchedit off.Isipho: Bhuti we were still watching.Sane was
looking straight into my eyes and | feltguilty even though |
didn't kill them.Sbani: Baby sit down.l sat down and looked
down but | felt their stares onme.TJ: There's no need to feel
guilty Thando | for oneam glad that Melissa is dead.They all
looked at him.TJ: What? | know you are all glad that she is
dead.lsipho: What happened seems like you know?Sane:
Thando?

Sbani: What? Can you all just leave Thando alone.Isipho: Why?
Did she kill them.Sbani: How could you even ask her that?Sane:
Thando?Me: | did not kill them.Zane and Sims got in
running.Sims: Did you guys watch the news.Sphe: Morning to



you too Sims.Zane: Morning guys so do you know what
happened.TJ, Sbani and Sphe: No.Me: Yes.Sims: Okay which is
which?Me: | know what happened because | was there?Zane:
Friend | know you didn't kill them so whathappened?| narrated
what happened to them and | wassurprised to see Isipho's face
because it showedthat she believes me, | expected her to be
the least to believe me.lsipho: Thando I'm so sorry.Sims: Did
you guys make sure that nothing led toThando being
there?Sphe: Yes we did.Sane: Good riddance.We looked at
her.Sane: What? | feel sorry for her son but | can'tpretend like
I'm not happy that Melissa is deadbecause | was still going to
kill her myself.Zane: I'm also happy | mean it's clear that she
wasgoing to do anything to get Sbani.TJ: We should all just
forget about this and focus onlsipho's graduation.Sims: Yeah
that's what important right now.There was a knock at the
door.Us: Come in.Two officers came in and my heart skipped a
beat but Sbani held my hand.Sbani: What did we do to get a
visit from abantubomthetho.The lady detective looked at
him.Detective: We are here on regard of Melissa's death.Sims:
Thina singenaphi lapho?Detective: We want to ask you some
questions.TJ: Ask.Detective: Where were you guys between
midnight?Us: Here.They looked at each other.Zane: Me and my
fiance spend our night at botanicgarden you can pass by there
and ask.Everyone was chilled | also kept a straight face
eventhough | was a bit scared.Detective: Okay so Mr Khoza



when last did you seeMelissa?Sbani: Yesterday around twelve
midday.

Detective: Can you perhaps elaborate why you
werethere.Sbani: | don't think that's any of your
businessdetective.Detective: Melissa set you up right? Did you
perhapshate her for that.Sbani: Yes | hated her for
that.Detective: Can it be that the reason you did you wantto
open a case against her was so you can kill her?Sbani: | don't
know what you are insinuating but | didnot kill her.TJ: | think
that's enough now detective unless youare charging us with
something.Detective: Thank you for your time we will be back
ifsomething else comes up.Sphe: Good luck officers | hope you
find whoever didthis.The lady detective looked at Sbani.Sbani:
Don't look at me like that like | told you the last time | don't
want you, angikufuni.He said opening a door for them.Sims:
That was fun.TJ: Tell me about it.Sane: You guys are crazy.Zane:
It seems like you are their main suspect Sbani.Sbani: That's
what | see but I'm not worried.Isipho: Thando chill no one is
going to know that youwere there.Sphe: Can we have breakfast
now I'm hungry.Me: You guys were so chilled | was damn
scared.TJ: We planned this very well Thando.He said looking at
Sphe | wonder what happenedbetween them, Sbani looked at
Sphe then laughed.Sphe: Look I'm sorry bafo | shouldn't have
said whatl said | was just shocked and confused.TJ: Okay.Sbani
laughed again.



Sbani: Come on TJ.Sims: What happened kanti?Sbani narrated
to us what happened.Sphe: But | have been apologising since
last night.Sbani: | told it's the hormones we all know TJdoesn't
get pissed off this easily.Mamzo and Mbatha got inside the
house.Mamzo: Guys.Us: "guys".Mamzo: What's wrong with me
saying that phumanikimi please.Sims: You look happy
Mama.Mbatha: I'm giving it to her the right way.Us:
Haibo.Mbatha: What it's true you boys should come to mefor
some lessons so that your women will always behappy.We all
just laughed.

Mamzo: | hope you didn't kill Melissa and her son.Sbani: No we
didn't.He then told them what happened.Mbatha: Good.Zane:
Haw Baba.Mbatha: What?This man is heartless but you can
never know orpredict because he is always smiling, | was
alsocomfortable because no one was blaming me

forwhat happened.Mamzo: | want to talk to you guys about
thiscohabiting you are doing here.We laughed.TJ: | don't like
where this conversation is going.Sims: Me neither.Mamzo: Girls
nikipitile vele (are you cohabiting).Sane: Uhmm we...Mbatha:
You are what baby?

We looked at each we just didn't know what to say.Mamzo: The
girls are moving out to the other houseuntil you all get
married.Sbani: Hay Mamzo where is that coming from?Mamzo:
From me Sbani is there anyone who has aproblem with



that.The guys were busy mumbling something but noone
spoke.Mbatha: Good I'm glad we understand each other.Sphe:
But we are used to staying together | don't seea need to all of
this because we will to the otherhouse and they will come
here.Mamzo: | will be staying with them there.Us: What?TJ: We
are too old for this.Mbatha: We will be staying with
them.Mamzo: No you will stay this side with the boys.We
laughed at him.

Mbatha: What hay mamabo ngeke.Mamzo: I'm glad we
understand each other, girlspack your bags | want to find you at
the house laternow I'm going on a date.She said leaving with
Mbatha following after him.Me: What just happened?Sbani:
Hay guys sibadala for this.Sphe: And Mamzo will give a hard
time we have toask her now if we want you guys to come
here.Sane: Babe let's go to our bedroom and do our
thingbefore | leave.TJ: Right after you.We all laughed.Me: Babe
and that date?Sbani: Let's go get ready.Isipho and Sphe went to
the kitchen to prepare theirbreakfast, | hope those detectives
won't come backhere. Mamzo is trying to make our lives
difficult Ibetter start preparing for my wedding because | can't

stand being away from Sbani.Insert fortySbaniWe went upstairs
to prepare for our date we wereboth kind of excited | guess it's
because we havenever went on a date before.Thando: Do you
like this dress?l just stared at her she looked hot she was



wearing abody hugging black dress.Thando: Babe stop staring
how do | look?Me: You look beautiful sthandwa sam | kind want
torip that dress off right now.Thando: Behave yourself Mr.|
went to her and we kissed until we heard someoneclearing
their throat.Mpendulo: Sorry to interrupt.

I'm still not used to having him around | totally forgothe was
here.Me: | still forget you are here boy how did you
sleep?Mpendulo: | slept well Bhuti the bed
wascomfortable.Me: That's great.Thando: Uhmm I'm sorry boy
about what | said theother day.Mpendulo: It's fine sis
Thando.Thando: No it's not fine | don't want you to think thatl
don't like you because | do and what | said

wasuncalled for.Mpendulo: Okay | forgive you.He looked at
me.Me: What?Mpendulo: You promised to take me to the
malltoday.Me: Okay boy go take a shower and get dressed.

He ran out.Thando: Really?Me: Don't start Thando you know |
promised him andl don't want to let him down.Thando: |
thought we were going on a date just thetwo of us.Me: | know
and I'm sorry but it will have to be thethree of us.Thando: |
want to go on a date with you and not thisboy | mean you
hardly know him but now you areputting him before me.Me:
Really Thando? You think this is a competition,I'm the one who
brought Mpendulo here and Ipromised him a better life. You
saw that he hasnothing what is he suppose to wear



huh?Thando: | just wanted us to have some quality
timetogether that's all. Me: Okay | will go get Mpendulo and
you will explainto him why we can't go with him.Thando: No it's
fine we can go with him.

Me: You better start working on your attitudetowards him
because he is here to stay, | don't likethe way you treat him and
if you don't change we willhave a big problem | mean | don't
get what yourproblem is you just apologised to him just now
buthere you are calling him "this boy".Thando: Babe I'm...Me:
You are what? Sorry? | don't want to hear yoursorry
anymore.Everytime when | think we are moving forward
withThando she takes ten steps backwards and I'mreally tired
now, | don't get what her problem is. Sheis starting to become
very insecure | meanMpendulo is just a kid why would she be
jealous ofhim.Me: | will go check up on Mpendulo.l bumped
into Sphe.Me: Watch where you are going.Sphe: Woaw why are
you pissed?Me: Nothing.

Sphe: | thought you and Thando were going on adate?Me: Yes
we are but | forgot that | promisedMpendulo we would go to
the mall.Sphe: Isipho, Cebo and | are going to the mall we
cantake Mpendulo with us.Me: Are you sure?Sphe: Yes Bafo
you and Thando need your time soyou can sort your issues out
even though | still thinkshe doesn't deserve you.Sphe has really
stopped liking Thando and he can'teven pretend anymore.Me:



Thanks man | will go talk to Mpendulo.l went to Mpendulo's
room.Me: Hey chap are you done?Mpendulo: Yes I'm done
Bhuti Sphe gave me theseclothes to wear.Me: Okay listen I'm
taking sis Thando on a date soBhuti Sphe will go with you to the
mall and get you everything you need. Mpendulo: Okay no
problem but you will go with menext time when you are not
taking sis Thando on adate.Me: Definitely boy.l gave him my
black card and told him that Spheknows the pin.Me: With this
card you can buy everything you

need.Mpendulo: Ngiyabonga Bhuti.He hugged me, this boy
sure knows how to make mefeel emotional and what I like
about him is that he isrespectful and he appreciates
everything.Me: See you later then.We first bumped and | went
to my room.Me: We can go.Thando: Is Mpendulo ready?Me:
Yes.We went downstairs and the guys were there.

Me: Siyavaya manje gents (We are leaving now).Sphe: Sure.Me:
| gave Mpendulo my black card Sphe pleasedon't finish my
money.TJ: I'm also going to the mall.Sims: Me too.Me: Don't
start with me please.They just laughed while we went to the
car.Thando: | thought Mpendulo was going with us.Me: You
wanted to go on a date with me alone right?Thando: Right
but...Me: But nothing Thando.l drove us to a fancy restaurant
to be honest | wasno longer in the mood for all this.Thando:
This looks fancy.Me: That's because it is, can we order?Thando:
Okay.



Me: Waiter.The waiter came and we both ordered while
waitingfor our order they brought our drinks.Thando: Thank
you for this.Me: Anything to make you happy.Thando: | know
you don't want me to apologize butl'm sorry about earlier.Me:
It's fine so have you thought about a date for
ourwedding.Thando: Not really | thought we would do
thattogether.Me: Whatever you decide is fine with me.Thando:
Okay you should give me your black card sol can plan our
wedding instead of giving it toMpendulo.Me: Lalela Thando I'm
going to say this for the lasttime, you are not in a competition
with Mpendulo thefact that you don't like him | mean it's clear
now thatyou don't like him should not affect our
relationshipand your opinions about how you feel about him
should stay with you because | don't need to hearthem. I'm not
going to force you to like Mpendulobecause it came natural to
me but | don't think Ineed someone like you in my life, this
means this ishow you will treat Cebo and TJs coming
babybecause they are not your own? So this is how youwere
going to treat Mpendulo if he was my son butnot yours? | told
you to stop disappointing yourselfbecause it will have bad
conseqguences. | admit I'mnot perfect | have also made my own
mistakes but Idon't think you know what you want Thando and
thisis not about Mpendulo this is about you and yourattitude, |
may not be perfect but | sure know that Ideserve way better
than what you are giving me. llove you God knows | do but | will



never settle forless than | deserve never.l felt a lot better after
saying that | looked at Thandoand she was crying, when you say
something thatmakes sense to Thando she starts crying like
sheunderstands the depth of what you are saying butthen she
does something worse.Thando: What are you saying? Please
don't break up with me.The waiter came with our food and
Thando excusedherself and went to the ladies room.| started
eating then she came back and joined me.Thando: This is
nice.Me: Sure is.We ate and when we were done we just sat
there.Me: Are you ready to leave.Thando: Sure.Me: Is there
anything else you need?Thando: We can take a walk to the
beach if you don'tmind.l nodded.We took a walk around the
beach, the waves sureknow how to make me calm they bring
peace to mymind and heart.We sat down and faced the beach,
Thando satbetween my legs and we both watched the waves

while not looking at each other.Thando: | know there's nothing
| can say that canmake you trust me because | turn to say
somethingand do the complete opposite so | promise to let
myactions speak from now on. | know you don'tdeserve me but
| want this to work, I'm a fool and I'mstupid | know but | need
you by my side you haveproven how much you love me. From
now on | willshow you how much | appreciate and love you
butplease don't give up on me, I'm grateful to havesomeone
like you in my life.l bent her head towards me and wiped her
tears, nomatter how much | may doubt Thando butsomething



draws me to her it's a like a magnet and Iknow | will never be
able to let her go even if | wantto.Thando: | love you hubby.Me:
| love you too wifey.l love her ngempela but my heart is
missingsomething | hope Thando can be able to fill it beforeit's
too late.

Mpendulol'm Mpendulo as you all know I'm an orphan well
Ihave been an orphan almost all my life. My life usedto be
sweet and normal like everyone else once butthings change |
hear people saying that's how life isright? I'm almost eleven but
half of the things | havedone or | have been through made my
mind grow upfaster than my age, | had to learn how to be
strongand how to survive on my own soon after my brothergot
arrested. We were never really poor but | hadeverything |
wanted because my mother and mybrother made sure of it, my
brother was myeverything we were so close and he my father
would have killed my mother eventuallybut it would have been
better that way because mybrother would still be here with
me.My father once abused my brother sexually but Iknow he
thinks | don't know and | think that's one ofthe reasons he
killed him, he was afraid that he willdo it to me too not knowing
that he had done italready. Yeah my father once raped me and
| nevertold anyone about it, he is not the only person whohas
sexually assaulted me the lady that Bhuti Sbanigave money to
that day he came to fetch mewatched her husband rape me
along with his friends,she tried to protect me by all cost and



they never didit again. I'm sweet and respectful because
that'show | was raised but the pain and hate | carry insideis
poisonous. | want to get my revenge one day and lknow | will
no matter how long it takes.My mother was a great woman
who sacrificedeverything to see us happy even her own
happinessand she didn't deserve to die in the hands of a
manwho once claimed to love her but that's how theworld is
nowadays.

I'm grateful for Bhuti Sbani he rescued me from mymisery and |
felt connected to him somehow but Idon't know how it's going
to be since sis Thandodoesn't like me, | heard her talking to
Bhuti Sbaniabout me going with them today and | feel like
I'mintruding. | thought about running away but | can't goback
to that life, God has finally answered myprayers and gave me a
family what more can | askfor.Sphe: Boy are sure that's all you
need?Me: Yes I'm sure Bhuti.Sphe: We should also get you a
phone.Me: A phone?Sphe: Yes a phone don't you have a
girlfriend to call.We laughed.Me: Hayi Bhuti | don't have a
girlfriend.l really don't want to go back to my old school all
thechildren there don't like me, some of them comefrom
backgrounds just like mine but they laugh atme because | don't
have a family and because | work at their homes sometimes
just to have something toeat.Sphe: Hay hay Mpendulo you
should get a girlfriend.Isipho: But babe Mpendulo is still young,
don't listento him boy.lI just laughed then we went to Edgar's



connect to geta cellphone for me.Sphe: Choose boy.Me: | want
a cheap one | don't want to finish BhutiSbani's money.lIsipho:
You can never finish the money that is in thatcard so choose
whichever phone you like.l looked around the store and chose
Samsung A10.Sphe: No no | say take this one.He said pointing
at a phone that cost more than fivethousand.Me: Hayi Bhuti
Sphe.lsipho: Just take it boy.

| nodded and took it.Sphe: Let's get some takeaways.Isipho:
Don't forget me and the girls are moving outtoday.Sphe: |
totally forgot Mamzo is being hard on us forno reason.We had
already ate so we went back home itsounded foreign to hear
myself saying home butthat's how it is now, | have a home.Me:
Thank you for today.Sphe: Who taught you how to be this
appreciative?Me: My mother and my brother.lsipho: You were
raised right boy your mother maynot be hear but surely she is
proud of the man youare becoming.Me: Thank you sis
Isipho.We got home and Bhuti Sbani's car was parkedoutside, |
felt my heart beating fast what if he will bemad that | bought all
these things.

We got inside and he was watching TV alone in
thelounge.lsipho: Bhuti where are the others.Sbani: Upstairs
packing.Sphe: Babe you should also go pack before
Mamzocomes here and drag you all to the other house.They
laughed and left me with this kind yet scaryman.Sbani: What



did you buy boy?Me: Everything | needed.Sbani: Let's go to
your room so you can show me.He helped me carry my
shopping bags upstairs.Sbani: Is this all you bought?Me: Yes
Bhuti I'm sorry | didn't mean to finish yourmoney Bhuti
Sphe...Sbani: Wooaw Mpendulo calm down zincane
kabilezimpahla.Me: Really?

Sbani: Yes but we will add next time when we go tothe
mall.Me: | thought you were going to be mad | alsobought a
cellphone.l took it out and showed him.Sbani: Good I'm happy
as long as you are happy boy.Me: Thank you Bhuti Sbani God
will bless you.Sbani: Why do you always want me to cry when
I'maround you.We laughed.Me: Okay sorry.He blanked out and
his eyes became white.Me: Bhuti.l shook him and he
jumped.Me: Are you okay? Your eyes were | don't know?Sbani:
I'm fine boy that's how | become most of thetime.Me: Why?
Are you sick?

He showed me his wrists and there were banglesaround
them.Me: Are you a sangoma?Sbani: Something like that, let's
go see your brother.Me: Really?Sbani: Yes and we still have a
lot to talk about | didn'tlike the vision | just had.He said getting
up, | changed my clothes and woresome of the new ones. If he
is a sangoma thenthere's a possibility that he may see that |
was oncesexually assaulted oh no what will happen then.l
followed after him when | was done changing.Sbani: Go wait for



me in the car | will go say goodbyeto the ladies.Me: Okay
Bhuti.l went to his car and waited, he came after some
fewminutes then drove. | once went to see my brotherbut it
was a long time ago, they let me see him for afew seconds
because | was a kid.

He parked outside then we got in he talked to someman then
we were told to go wait inside.Sbani: Are you ready?l nodded
I'm scared | haven't seen my brother in along time, | wonder
how they treat him here becausethe stories | hear about prison
are bad.l saw him walking slow to our direction and | ran tohug
him.Me: Bhuti.Zakhele: Boy don't cry Shhh.We went to sit
down my brother had tears in his eyes.Zakhele: Thank you man
thank you.Sbani: It's nothing | will give you guys some space.He
left.Me: Are you okay? Are they treating you well?Zakhele:
Calm down I'm the one who is suppose tobe worried about you
not the other way around.Me: Bhuti I'm fine Bhuti Sbani is
treating me well.

Zakhele: I'm glad boy where do you stay now?Me: He took me
in.Zakhele: Are they treating you well?Me: Yes Bhuti they
bought me these clothes, acellphone and they have a very
beautiful big house.Zakhele: I'm glad boy and Mpendulo please
be agood boy.Me: | will never embarass you or let you down
Bhuti,uzo phuma nini lana.He sighed.Zakhele: Angazi boy but
don't worry yourself aboutthat okay.Me: | miss you.Zakhele: |



know boy boy | know.Me: | know what Baba did to you.He
looked at me shocked.Zakhele: Mpendulo what are you talking
about?Me: He raped you | know.

Zakhele: What? Don't tell me he did it to you too?He was angry
really angry.l looked down.Zakhele: Mpendulo no nooo.He
banged the table.Warden: Hlisa umsindo sboshwa.Zakhele:
Why didn't you tell me?Me: | was afraid he said he would kill
mama.Zakhele: I'm sorry you had to go through that boy I'mso
sorry.Me: It's fine he is dead now.l wanted to tell him that
some man did it too but Iwas afraid of how he would
react.Zakhele: | love you okay and | will be out of here
oneday.Me: | know | love you too Bhuti and | will visit
youeveryday now.Zakhele: Okay go call Bhuti Sbani for me |
need to talk to him okay?Me: Okay bye Bhuti.l hugged him and
left.Me: Bhuti Sbani Bhuti wants to talk to you.Sbani: Okay boy
go wait for me in the car.l went to the car | can't describe how
happy | am tofinally see my brother | pray to God one day
hecomes out of that hell hole atleast to see megraduate.Insert
forty onelsiphoToday is my graduation day inorder to wake
upecstatic | woke up very emotional because myparents are
not here to witness their little girlgraduate, | know they are
looking down on me butit's not the same. Mama would have
made my dressyes she used to sew clothes but she was a
business woman she just did that on the side, Baba would
probably say nothing he was more like my brother hedidn't like



or maybe know how to express hisfeelings. I'm grateful to God
that this day had finallycome after everything we have been
through | hadlost hope but here | am, | thought after giving
birth tomy daughter | would struggle with school but |
didn'tthanks to all my family members for helping me out.l miss
Khoza so much he would have been so proudafter our parents
died he made sure to love us likehis own.l lay on my bed and
look up the ceiling just thinkingabout everything.Mamzo: Isipho
usalele? ( You are still sleeping).Me: | don't want to go
mama.Mamzo: Nonsense why?Me: | wish my parents were
here.Mamzo: Oh baby | know how you feel but do this forthem
you need to celebrate this day for them, youmay not believe it
sometimes but they are lookingdown on you.

Me: | miss them mama everyday.Mamzo: | know you do
sweetheart but we are all foryou, | may not be your mother
biologically but | willalways be your mother.Me: | know mama
thank you.Mamzo: Now wake up and go take a shower.|
nodded, | really don't feel like celebrating today but Idon't want
to let my family down | know they arelooking forward to today.
All I want right now is tosee my brother nothing else but | know
him, he willnot come here.l wake up and make my bed after
that | go take aquick shower before they kill me in this
house.When | get out of the shower | find the girls sittingon my
bed.Sane: Morning babe.Me: Morning girls.Zane: I'm here to do
your makeup.Me: You are guys are being extra now it's not like



I'm getting married.Thando: Hay Isi this is big especially after
everythingwe have faced over the last few months.Sane: She is
right baby.Me: Okay fine.Thando: This is your dress Sbani
delivered it.| opened it and there was a note."Morning Angel |
hope you are happy about today,this a dress mama made for
you when she was stillalive, she knew one day you were going
to graduateso | kept it for you. Wear it with pride and | know
youwill look beautiful, | love you".l was already crying this is
something | wanted tomake me look forward to this day.Zane:
Ah babe you are making us cry now.Me: I'm happy.Sane: Okay
sit down before Mamzo come drag usout of here.Thando: Don't
even mention it guys Mamzo is so extra. Me: She even locks the
gate and sleeps with the key.We all laughed.Zane: Imagine she
is just punishing us for what Idon't know.Zane did my makeup
and Thando my hair, Sane wasbusy eating she eats a lot and |
swear it seems likeshe is carrying twins.Thando: Okay we are
done you can put your dress onwhile we go get dressed.Me:
Thank you guys.l admired my dress before putting it on it fit like
aglove it's that mothers know best even in her gravemy mother
still makes me happy.There was a knock on the door.Me: Come
in.Mpendulo: Morning sis Isipho.l have never met a boy as
respectful as this one.

Me: Morning boy when did you get here.Mpendulo: Just now
Bhuti Sphe dropped me off andleft.l laughed.Me: Mamzo didn't
allow him to come in right?Mpendulo: Yes she said he will



make you late.He was carrying flowers and a box.Mpendulo: He
said | should give you this.l took the flowers and inside the
small box there wasa beautiful neck piece.Me: Thanks for
delivering boy.Mpendulo: | can help you put it on.Me: Yes
please.Mpendulo: You look beautiful sis Isipho, why do youlook
a lot like Bhuti Sbani are you twins?I chuckled.Me: No baby he
is my older brother.Mpendulo: Okay | see bye I'm going to the
kitchen before mama kills me. We both laugh, I'm also inlove
with this little guy.Me: Okay boy.He left and | finished dressing
and everything.Mamzo: Isipho Khoza ngiyakushiya mina(I'm
leavingyou behind).l laughed kanti who is graduating when she
will leaveme behind, | got out of my room and wentdownstairs
wearing this dress is the only thing thatmakes me look forward
to this day.Mamzo: Oh my baby you look beautiful. Wasn't she
shouting at me just now, if growing old islike this then count me
out please.Me: Thank you mama you also look good.The girls
decided not to go since | have six ticketsonly, it will be Mamzo,
Baba Mbatha and the guys.Mamzo: Let's go please Baba is
waiting.We all looked at her.

Mamzo: What?Sane: So the only reason you want to go is
becauseyou want to see Baba.Mamzo: Angisiye umngani wenu
njalo.She said taking her purse, when we got outside Babawas
already waiting for us. He said the guys werealready gone.We
arrived there and as | had anticipated my brotherdidn't even
say anything, everything went well wethen went to take



pictures after that we went backhome.As | thought there was a
tent and the girls were busyrunning around, this family can be
extra | told themto do something small.Me: | told you guys that
| want something small.Sims: This is very small angel come.l
rolled my eyes.Sims: Roll those eyes once again and | will take
thattent out myself and we all go to sleep.

| laughed.Me: Okay sorry Bhuti Simbongile.Sims: Good.We got
inside the tent before eating people said theirspeeches after
they were done we all started eating,| was still hoping my
brother would speak but hewas busy eating. | push my plate
aside and look atmy brother, he takes his plate and come sit
next tome.Sbani: Eat Isipho.Me: I'm not hungry.Sbani: Ufuna
ukukhala ( You want to cry?).Me: You know I'm not a little girl
anymore.Sbani: You still my Angel so eat.l smile and start
eating, after we are he takes myhand and we stand
Infront.Sbani: | have never been really good at expressingmy
feelings not that I'm not good with wordsbecause | am you can
all ask Thando if you don't believe me. We all laugh, he holds
my hands and look straightinto my eyes and | start crying. |
don't know why buteverytime my brother looks deep in my
eyes | justcry that's how connected | feel to him.Sbani: Sisi
omncane you are growing so fast and Idon't think I'm ready for
whats next from now on, I'mproud of you after we lost Khoza |
was afraid thatyou will lose focus but you didn't.
Congratulationsmy love keep on doing me and everyone else



aroundus proud, | wasn't sure how we were going to growup
after our parents died but God gave us a familythat we will
always be thankful for. | love you somuch Angel whatever you
do remember that you area mother now you need to be a good
example to heralways.l was a crying mess | have never really
heard mybrother pour his heart out for me like this.Sbani: Now
stop crying and follow me | got you apresent.He wiped my tears
and everyone else followed after us. | saw my dream car and
looked at him.Me: No you didn't?Sbani: Yes | did it.Me:
Bhuti.Sbani: Here are the car keys.| throw myself on his
arms.Me: Ngiyabonga Bhovungane.l ran to the car and opened
it, | can't believe mybrother got me a car.l got back to the
others and they congratulated me.Mamzo: We are leaving, girls
make sure that you arehome before ten.Sims: Hayingek mama
we are over thirty for god'ssake.Mamzo: Are you talking back at
me Simbongile huhuthini.Sims: Nothing.

Mamzo: Okay bye then.Sphe: Babe can we go for a ride.Me:
Sure Babakhe.We left the others drinking.MpenduloWe all slept
late last night it was such a wonderfulday | can't wait to
graduate, Mamzo came to fetchosisi yesterday and they were
so drunk beside sisSane because she is pregnant.l wake up and
go outside | see Bhuti Sbani cleaningthe yard, | take a black
plastic bag and join him.Me: Morning Bhuti.Sbani: Mjita
ogrend?Me: I'm okay you?Sbani: I'm good just tired and
hungry.Me: You can go rest | will clean the yard.



Sbani: No it's fine, go take my phone and orderbreakfast for
everyone.Me: You all didn't eat the meat we braiid so |
canwarm it up.Sbani: Okay do that boy.l grew up poor and |
don't like people who spendmoney a lot even if they have it,
life is unpredictableyou can have money today and wake up
tomorrowwith nothing.l went to the kitchen warmed up the
meat took breadfor me and Bhuti then went outside.Sbani:
Uyidlalile ntwana thanks.We ate silently, | looked at him since |
got here he isthe one | feel connected to nobhuti TJ kind of
getsme but for with Bhuti Sbani its different | don't knowmaybe
it's because he is the one who took me in.Sbani: You should be
eating instead of looking at me.l chuckled.Me: Will | be
returning to my old school?

Sbani: Unfortunately yes boy it's the third termalready | can't
just keep you here.Me: | don't want to go back there.Sbani:
Why?Me: The kids there treat me bad.Sbani: Sorry boy but |
don't want you to drop out ofschool please just be patient.Me:
Can't | drop out of school?Sbani: Unfortunately no Mpendulo
school isimportant | promise you next year | will find you avery
good school.Me: Okay.Sbani: | will you drop you there myself
and fetch youafter school everyday | promise.l fake smiled.Me:
Thank you Bhuti.Sbani: Is there anything else you want to tell
me.l knew exactly what he wanted me to say but I'm just



not ready yet.Me: No.Sbani: Your brother told me what
happened to you.l looked down.Sbani: There is no need to be
ashamed it was neveryour fault, was he the only one who
molested you?l debated whether to tell him or not.Me: No.He
clenched his jaws.Sbani: Are they still alive?Me: No Bhuti.l was
lying | know if | tell him he will want to makethem pay or maybe
tell me about forgiveness, I'mnot ready for that lecture | want
to make them paymyself.Sbani: | hope you are not lying to me
Mpendulo.Me: No I'm not trust me.l know he is a seer he will
maybe know that I'm lying but | will cross that bridge when | get
there.Sbani: | will find you some help you know someoneto talk
to.Me: | don't want to talk to a stranger.Sbani: She will not tell
anyone not even me.Me: No | prefer talking to you but not now
| will letyou know when I'm ready.Sbani: Okay fair enough | will
never be able to bringyour mother back or maybe turn back the
hands oftime but | promise to be here for you always.Me: And
I'm grateful.Sbani: You sure sound like you are twenty
Mpenduloare you you are almost eleven.l laughed.Me: The
hardships we face makes us grow.Sbani: Okay boy but in this
house you are a child sobe free and enjoy your life you are still
young.l nodded, | pray he doesn't find out that I'm lyingabout
those people being dead.

Me: Will my brother ever come out of jail?Sbani: Leave that to
me.Me: Okay.l trust him but | doubt my brother will ever be out
| just pray to God he does so he can be here to seeme grow and



become a better man than our fatherwas.Sbani: Let's
continue.We continued cleaning until all the guys were
awake.NarratedLady: | don't know where they took him |
swear.Man1l: You will have to find out because I'm notgoing to
jail.Lady: I'm not going to do that.Manl: You want him to tell
everyone what | did?Lady: | don't care.

Man1l: If | were you | was going to start carrying.Lady: Just kill
me.Man1l: You know | can burn this shack down withthese
bastards you call my children.The woman just kept on
crying.Man1: I'm giving you two days to find that boy
beforethey find out that his mother was their
motherssister.Lady: Okay please don't kill my children | will find
him.Man1l: Two days siyezwana?Lady: Yes two days.The man
got out to meet with his friends.Man2: How can you be this
careless | thought yousaid you will watch that boy?Man1: Was |
suppose to be his security guard?Man2: Yes you were, we don't
stay in this stinkingplace so we were not going to watch his
every move.Manl: It was nice and all when you were busy
raping him in this stinking place.Man3: Can you all just stop
fighting and relax.Man2: Udakiwe wena and relax? Relax how?
Howwill | explain raping a child to my family.The others looked
at him.Man3: It's not like it was your first time doing it comeon
who are you kidding you also sleep with your
ownchildren.Man2: Fuck you.Man1: My question is how do we
solve this?Man3: | think we should just forget about this.Man1:



Forget about it? You are crazy my wife toldme that the person
who took that boy was a Khozaso that means his mother was
the sister of that boy.Man2: You are not even sure about
that.Man1: I'm not going to jail so since you all stay in
thesurburbs you should look for him before it's too late.He said
leaving them there.

Man3: What if he is the one who hid the boy and nowhe wants
to set us up.Man2: Maybe he found out that | slept with his
wife.Man3: You did what?Man2: Come on that lady is hot
ukuthi njeuyahlupheka.Man3: You are sick let's go find the
boy.Man2: Okay did you finally find your niece.Man3: Who?
Thandolwethu no but | wish to find herthat girl was sweet.His
friend licked his mouth and they left.Insert forty twoWe are
now approaching December life has beengood, really good if
you ask me we decided to getmarried next year after my
graduation because | stillneed to focus on school. Everyone is
happy and I'malso happy if someone told me a few years back
thatl would be this happy | would have just laughed because |
had convinced myself that happiness wasnever made for me
but look at me now. | never reallyprayed for this life but God
saw me through anywaynow | have a very good reason to
worship him, | wasstarting to become very insecure and
selfishbecause I'm now living a good life but | realised whatl
wasdoing was very wrong because God can still take allthis
away from me.My parents died when | was young but | still



think ofthem, | don't even want to talk about how | miss sisSindi
that woman saved me, she died for me and forthat | will always
be grateful. | need to make timeand visit her but it's hard
because where we buriedher is where | don't wish to go
because it all justbring back all my past but | need to do that
nomatter what just for her so she can know that | willnever
forget her and what she did for me.Mpendulo has been doing
well at school and | haveno doubt that he will pass, the guys
have been tryingto work out his brothers case it's hard but
it'spromising and knowing Sbani he will not give up.

| turn so | can get back to sleep but there's knock atthe door |
ignore the person but she doesn't stop.Mamzo: Thando wake
up | know you are notsleeping.Mamzo has been treating us like
tenagers she justbecame those strict mother's out of the blue,
weeven sneak out when we want to see the guys. It'sbad guys
can someone come and take her please.l keep quiet and listen
whether she is going or notbut she knocks again.Me: Mama I'm
not attending today.Mamzo: But your timetable says something
elseThandolwethu.Oh God she even has our timetables this
woman.Me: Okay I'm up now.Mamzo: Open this door | want to
see that you are up.l get up yawning and open the
door.Mamzo: Did you see the time? You girls lovesleeping but
you say you want to get married hah.



Me: Good morning to you too mama.She chuckles.Mamzo: Hayi
good morning yani make that bed andgo take a shower |
already made breakfast.l laugh and she gets out, | love her so
much she isthe mother | never had she was made for
thismotherhood thing | mean who can mother so manygrown
up children.l make my bed and go take a bath | relax in
thebathtub until the water becomes cold, | get out andfinish my
daily routine before going to the kitchen.l find Zane eating
while yawning.Me: Morning friend.Zane: There's nothing good
about this morningmngani.l laugh.Me: Did she wake you up
too?Zane: Kmele simuse ekhaya labadala ( We shouldsend her
to an adults home).

We both laugh.Me: They can bring her back within a few days
I'mtelling you.Zane: Few days? Few minutes Thando.Me: Do
you know she even has our timetables?Zane: | know | told her |
wasn't attending today butshe had my timetable in her
hand.Me: Me too friend.Mamzo: Nibusy niyangihleba la( You
are busygossiping about me here).Zane: Who? Us? Never
mama.Me: We would never do that.Mamzo: Oho.Zane: Why
didn't you wake Sane up mama?Mamzo: She is pregnant.Me: |
can't wait to get pregnant.Mamzo: Not until you graduate.Me:
But...

Mamzo: No buts you are already late now go.Zane: Mama you
are the best and | love you can Iplease...Mamzo: No.We



laughed, this woman is dramatic lapho she is noteven that
old.Zane: But you didn't even hear what | wanted to
say.Mamzo: Whatever you want to say must not includeSims.|
looked at Zane | wanted to laugh at her because Iknew she
wanted to talk about Sims.Zane: Can | spend the night at the
other house today?Mamzo: No.Zane: | miss my dad.She
pretended to cry but Mamzo just laughed.Mamzo: | will tell him
to come here tonight.She said leaving us there.Me: Friend you
are just being dramatic like your

Me: Babe please I'm sorry okay can you atleast finishwhat you
started.Sbani: I'm hungry nje love so my performance will
bevery bad.He kissed my forehead and left me there to
servicemyself, | need another man guys and definitely not aZulu
man. | went to the bathroom to wipe myself andwash my hands
then went back to the others.Isipho: We almost finished eating
without you.Mpendulo: Are you okay sis Thando?Me: Yes I'm
okay boy.Sbani: Are you sure you okay babe?l gave him a death
stare and he smiled, ngazengahlukumezeka.We all ate and
when we were done the guys decidedto go get some clothes
since they didn't bring any, Idon't even know why they left their
clothes inRichards bay.Sane: Do you guys think they are being
sincere.

Zane: | don't trust them.lsipho: | also think they are up to
something.Me: You can say that again they are acting



strangeand Sbani just deprived me an orgasm just because Isaid
Mxm yesterday.They laughed.Zane: Friend so what did you
do?Me: | used my hands haw.Isipho: So that's why you were in
the room for thatlong.Me: Yes babe.We continued talking
waiting for them to come back.SbaniMpumalanga is beautiful
though, especially at night Idon't know why but | loved it more
yesterday whenwe got here because it was already late, It was
just beautiful. Sphe: So what's the plan?TJ: | think we should
just let them enjoy being herewe will get them when we get to
Richards bay.Sims: You have a plan?TJ: Yes a very good one but
| will tell you guystomorrow.Me: You know the suspense will kill
us.TJ: I don't care.He said singing that part.Sphe: Mxm
yekela.Me: Boy do you like this place?Mpendulo: | love it but |
love Durban more.Sims: Me and you both Mpendulo.We
bought some clothes and Sphe bought some forlsi.Me: | can't
believe you are really with Isi man.They laughed.

Sphe: Will | ever hear the end of it though.Me: Ofcos not.We
saw Mpendulo talking to some girl her age.TJ: You see how that
girl is blushing.Sphe: This needs a video.He said taking out his
phone.Sims: You are crazy.We looked at him till he was
done.Mpendulo: Why were you looking at me like that, Icould
literally feel your stares piercing my back.We all laughed.Me:
That's a bit extra mjita so what did you say?Mpendulo: You
don't need to know.Sphe: So did she give you her



number.Mpendulo: Ofcos.Sims: Oh gosh | hope you won't be
like Sbani.Me: Haibo.

TJ: Plus Mpendulo looks like him so kubhedile.Sphe: You can all
just ask me | know all about Sbani.l laughed.Me: You all are
talking like I'm not here, can we gopay and go.We went to pay
and went back to lodge.Zane: You guys took long enough.Sims:
What did we miss?Zane: Just go change so we can go.We went
to change and went to check out somewildlife.l was sitting next
to Thando.Me: You seem tense.Thando: You are enjoying this
aren't you?Me: Haw kodwa malavisto.She laughed.Thando:
Really Sbani? Malavisto?

Me: I'm trying to be romantic here.Thando: Hay | give up.Me:
So when we get back to the lodge we willcontinue where we
left off.Thando: No I'm okay now.Me: So you serviced
yourself?Thando: | had no other choice babe.Me: You are
naught Thandolwam.We both laughed, we were not even
paying muchattention to the animals.Thando: So how was
Richards bay?Me: We will talk about it later for now let's enjoy
this.We had someone who was telling us about
differentanimals and their lives, it was actually nice seingthem
at this close range.Halfway through it Sane cried because she
wasafraid of a lion so we had to leave and go eat atsome
restaurant.



TJ: So babe were you really afraid or you were justhungry, |
mean even Cebo didn't cry.Sane: What are you saying TJ?TJ:
Nothing babe.Sane: It better be nothing.l wanted to laugh but |
know she would just cry andleave us here.We all ate on a light
conversation and decided to gochill in the lodge.Me: So why did
you guys decide to come here out ofall provinces?Zane:
Mpumalanga is beautiful guys.lsipho: You can say that
again.Mpendulo: Next time we should go to Cape Town.Sphe:
Yeah we should.Sane: Are you guys still going to lash out at us
forcoming here?Me: No, you guys think we should?

Zane: No no.Sims: Okay then just relax and enjoy
Mpumalanga.TJ: | think we should go rest a bit | booked us
arestaurant for later.Me: Okay let's go.Mpendulo: | will stay
here and play with Cebo.lsipho: Okay when you get tired just
bring them to us.He nodded.When we got to our room we
layed on the bed and just relaxed.Thando: So how was Richards
bay?Me: Great, mkhulu is still alive.Thando: Your mother's
father?Me: Yes.Thando: That's great sthandwa sam.Me: Indeed
it is I'm just glad we were able to go backthere while he is still
alive.

Thando: I'm sure she was happy to see you guys.Me: Very
happy.Thando: Okay I'm glad Isi is fine her situation wasreally
weighing on you.Me: | can never imagine my life without
her.Thando: | know baby.Me: So would you mind spending



Christmas inRichards bay?Thando: You want us to spend
Christmas there?Me: Yes that's if you don't mind.Thando: Ofcos
| don't mind.Me: Great, thank you baby.We kissed.Thando: So
isitinrural areas?Me: Not really.Thando: Okay let's rest.Me:
But babe...

Thando: After how you punished me ekseni you arenot getting
anything.Me: Come on.l know where to touch her to get what |
want so lworked my magic and the rest is history.Me: That was
good, thank you baby | love you.Thando: | love you too
Hlase.She said and started snoring softly on top of me andl
followed after her.When we woke up it was already dark
outside.Me: What time is it?Thando: 19:30.Me: Shit, TJ said
dinner will be at 19:00 we are late.Thando: Let's take a quick
shower.We took a quick shower and got dressed, wechecked
the rooms are they were all gone. | textedSims and he sent me
the location, now we had totake an Uber.

When we got there they were already eating.Me: Why didn't
you guys wake us up?Sane: We sent Mpendulo to wake you
guys up butthe poor kid came back traumatized.Thando:
Why?Sphe: You both know why.Me: Where is this Waiter I'm
famished.They laughed because | was kind of changing
thesubject.The waiter came and | ordered for me and
Thandosince everyone else was already eating.Halfway through
our dinner a waiter came and gaveZane a piece of



paper.Waiter: Those gentleman over there said | shouldgive
you this.Sims: Let me see that.He said snatching it.Sims: I'm
being tested.

Me: What does it say.Sims: "Care to join us, you can bring your
friends, theladies Ofcos".Sphe: Siyajwayeleka.Me: Haven't hit
anyone in a while.TJ: And | think it's time for that now.Zane:
Calm down guys.Sims: Calm down and let them disrespect us
like this?Thando: No but you guys can't go around
hittingpeople.Me: We will just talk to them just stay here and
eat.We left and went to those guys table.TJ: Howzit gents.They
looked at each other and laughed.Sims: Care to share the
joke?Guyl: We said we wanted to have some drinks withthe
ladies, we didn't know that you were the ladies.He looked at his
friends and they laughed, | swear | felt my armpits itching.Sphe:
Listen and listen very carefully, are youlistening?He asked
holding the guy who was talking by his t-shirt.Sphe: You will not
disrespect us like that especiallynot Infront of our woman,
ningasijwayeli kabinizolimala.People were now looking at
us.Sims: Is that clear?They nodded.Me: TalkIThem: Yes sorry
gents.We went back to our table.Zane: Was that even
necessary?Sims: You want to join them?Zane: No.Sims: Eat
then singakaxabani.

We saw those guys leaving, | felt uneasy because weare not
from here what if they try something butngeke balunge so they



shouldn't even try becausethey will get hurt really bad.Season
finalelnsert fiftySbaniWe are having the time of our lives and
I'm happy wedecided to join the ladies but | have a bad
feelingabout something. | look at everyone and | see
themlaughing and having the time of their lives, I'mexcited
about what's going to happen tonight | meanit's been long
since we gave anyone a beating | knowthis is going to be
fun.Me: Ladies can | steal the gents for a sec?Them: Sure.TJ:
Yini Sbani?

Sphe: He is such a mood spoiler phela lona.Me: Mxm we have a
problem.Sims: Can you talk already.Me: They are still here.TJ:
Who?Me: The gents from earlier.Sims: So?Me: They are waiting
for us.Sphe: Why?Me: To beat us up Ofcos.They just burst into
laughter.TJ: Beat who? Wothi uyadlala.Sphe: Seriously? I'm
going back to the table.Me: Guys I'm serious | think we should
send theladies and the kids back to the lodge.TJ: This is going to
be fun.They all smiled.

Sims: The ladies should drive themselves then wewill catch an
Uber.Me: True but you all know how stubborn they are.Sphe:
True Bafo but we can't put their lives in danger.Me: Let's go talk
to them, do you guys have yourguns?Them: Always.We all
walked back to the table.TJ: Uhmm ladies something important
came up, weneed you and the kids to drive back to the
lodge.Zane: Why? What's going on?Sims: Nothing important



babe.Thando: We all know you are hiding something.Me: We
are not.Sane: If any of you gets hurt heeh you will see.We
laughed.TJ: Babe you are pregnant.Sane: | can still use my gun
though.

Isipho: Is it the guys from earlier? | saw them outside.Sphe: You
went outside by yourself?lsipho: No | saw them through the
window.Me: Okay | will ask if there is no back door.Zane: We
packed at the back vele and we camethrough the back
door.Sims: Good, now please get up and go to the
lodge.Thando: Guys please be safe.TJ: We will take care of each
other.Sane: You guys should just give me the gun and letme
sort them out.TJ: You are crazy stop being stubborn and go.We
took all of them to the car and said our goodbyes.Thando:
Promise me you will come back in onepiece.Me: | promise babe
now go.We watched them driving out then we went backinside.

Sims: Let's have a drink first.Me: Yeah I'm thirsty.We had our
drinks and just relaxed for a bit.Sphe: Look.He pointed through
the window and those guys werelooking at us.TJ: They just
messed with the wrong people let'sshow them how we do
it.Me: Yeah let's show them how we Zulu's teachpeople
respect.We got up and walked out through the mainentrance,
they were all standing by one car smoking.We called an Uber
and waited.Guyl: We can take the ladies home while you all
waitfor an Uber.TJ: Do you see any ladies here?Guy2: Are you



guys scared? | mean if you were not why would the ladies wait
inside while you call anUber.Me: You can go check them out
and if they are thereplease take them home.The other guy
went inside while the others laughed.Guy1: Some ladies really
settle for less | mean lookat you guys, who in their right mind
can date a guywho still calls an Uber?His friends laughed again
so this one is the clownand he thinks he is all that.l went closer
to him and laughed till he got irritated.Me: Why are you guys
not laughing is it not funnyanymore?l asked him and his friends
and they kept quiet butmy guys laughed like they were crazy
and when theystopped they became scary because we were
nowpissed.The other guy came back and saw that it
wasintense.Guy2: The ladies are gone.

His friends kept quiet.Guy2: Guys what's going on here?Sims:
What's going on here is that you all need to betaught some
respect.They looked at each other and laughed, this
laughingthing is becoming really boring now.We got closer to
them and the good thing is thatthey were also four.l stood near
the first guy and looked at him.Me: | wonder what your wife
will say if she finds outyou impregnated her sister.The shock is
what was funny they should havelaughed.Guyl: How?.. what?|
slapped him and the other guys took out their gunsnot knowing
that we also had guns.TJ: We are Zulu's and we don't fight using
guns solet's do this without guns.They looked at each other and
nodded.



Sphe: | think we should take this away from peoplebecause
they are already watching us.Guy2: | know a place you can get
into the car.Me: That's not going to work let's walk a bit, |

saw just the perfect place.l think we were having a lot of fun
but we justneeded to be careful because if not we would end
uphurt.We walked till we reached a quiet place.Sims: This is
how we do it.He said hitting the guy who was next to him then
thefight started, it was fun and all until we heard agunshot and
Sphe was shot.We all rushed to him.Sphe: It's nothing just a
flesh wound.Me: | thought we said no guns.We hit them like we
were crazy after that.Guyl: Please forgive us we didn't mean to
disrespectyou.

We left them and took their car keys then took theircar and
went back to the lodge.TJ: Sphe you okay?Sphe: I'm fine.Sims:
That was fun but truth be told it was also risky.Me: Very true.TJ:
| feel sorry for Sphe the ladies are going to killhim.Sphe: Don't
even mention it bro.We continued driving we are glad that
Sphe didn'tget hurt kakhulu because anything could
havehappened.ThandoWe have been pacing up and down
wonderingwhat's going on, are they okay or maybe
somethinghappened. We tried calling their phones a couple
oftimes but nothing.

Zane: | think we should just drive back to restaurantand look for
them.lIsipho: | agree with you.We took the car keys but when



we were about to gowe heard someone knocking.Me: What if
it's those guys?Sane: Then | will shoot them.We
chuckled.lsipho: Sane you and guns bathong, we should
nameyour baby "gun".l went to open the door and it was
oSbani.Me: Are you guys okay? Did any of you get hurt?Sbani:
Babe we are fine, can you move away fromthe door so we can
get inside.Me: Uhmm sorry guys come in.Isipho: Whose car is
that?They sat down.Sims: Those guys.

Zane: Bebe you took their car, won't that bring ustrouble.Sims:
No it won't relax.Sane: Sphe why are you bleeding in your
arm?Sphe: Bleeding?We all looked at him.Isipho: Babe are you
hurt? Oh my gosh Sphe.Sphe: It's nothing.Isipho: Let me get the
first aid kit in the car.Sane: So Sphe you got shot?Sphe: It's
nothing really.He looked scared he knows Sane doesn't joke
andthe guys laughed at him.Sane: So you all are laughing didn't
you say you willtake care of each other?TJ): But we did.Zane: If
you all did then how come Sphe got shot?Sbani: It was just a
mistake.

Isipho came back and helped Sphe out.lsipho: A mistake
huh?Sims: You all should be shouting at Sphe not us.Me: You
were suppose to protect each other.TJ: Look we all made a
mistake and you should bethankful that Sphe is still alive, we
should have beenmore careful yeah but you can't just shout at
us likewe are kids.We kept quiet.Sbani: I'm going to check the



kids.Zane: So what will you do with the car?Sphe: They will
fetch it, we taught them respect sothey will come back and
apologize.Me: How do you know they won't come back withthe
police or maybe their friends.Sims: Then they will find us
waiting for them.Sane: Tomorrow we should drive back home |
don'twant to die here.

We looked at her and laughed.TJ: Haw mamakhe what
happened to your shootingskills?Sane: So you mean | can't
shoot?She started crying.TJ: No babe | didn't mean it like
that.Sane: You meant it how then?She asked walking to their
room, TJ followed her.TJ: The life | live.We all laughed at
him.Me: Sphe you sure you okay?Sphe: Yeah I'm fine | just need
to lay down.Isipho: Okay let me help you out.Sphe: You know |
can still walk right?Isipho: | know baby but let me help you.They
both walked to their bedroom.Sims: | think we should also go to
sleep Zane.

Zane: Yeah goodnight friend.Me: Night love.They left me alone
and | stayed there waiting forSbani.Sbani: Babe are you still
here?Me: | was waiting for you.Sbani: Let's go to bed then.We
walked to our bedroom.Me: You know what you did was risky
right?Sbani: | know Thandolwam but we all came back inone
piece.Me: Next time be more careful.Sbani: Relax there won't
be a next time.Me: Good let's sleep we are driving home



tomorrow.Sbani: Goodnight sthandwa sam.Me: Goodnight
Hlase.We kissed and played a bit then slept.

We woke up the next morning and prepared for ourdrive home,
lucky for all of us we drove the familycar when we came here
so we were settled.We went to the lounge with our luggages
and hadbreakfast first, in the middle of it we heard a knockat
the door.Mpendulo: | will get the door.He said already walking
to the door, we couldn'tbelieve our eyes the guys from
yesterday were hereall of them.Guy1: Gentleman and
ladies.Us: Yes.Guyl: We are here to apologise for yesterday
andask for our car back.Sbani: Sure.He said throwing the car
keys to them.They took them and left, the guys fist bumped
andlaughed.

Zane: What did you guys do to them?Isipho: | also want to
know because the one whoapologized was the cocky one.Sims:
We taught them respect.Sane: | don't even want to know
how.After breakfast we prayed then our long drive
began.NarratedThe guys took their car and drove back to the
houseand chilled.They looked at each other and laughed.Guy1:
| always knew that Zulu guys were stupid but Ididn't think it was
that serious.Guy3: They think they can beat us up just like
thatand get nothing.Guy2: But truth be told they did a number
on us.Guy4: | give them that but they are not ready for whats
about to happen.Guy2: What if the guy who prophetesses you



foreseethe bomb.Guy1: | doubt he will.Guy2: Let's hope so
because if he does we will be introuble.Guy3: He won't trust
me they will die in a blink of aneye.Guy4: And there won't be
any survivors.Guyl: This is great | think we should call G and
tellhim the good news.Guy2: Will he ever come out of prison
though?Guy3: We will get him out after they are all dead.Guy4:
G will be happy to know that we finally gotthem.Guy1: | can't
lie | feel sorry for the kids though.Guy4: | don't want to lie |
don't feel any remorse.Guy2: We should watch the news later
today so that we won't miss their death.Guyl: We need to
stock up alcohol so we cancelebrate.They all laughed while the
other one called theirfriend.G: Is it done?Guyl: Any minute
from now on that car will blow.G: That's what | want to
hear.Guyl: Yeah none of them will survive this.G: | know thanks
gents.Guyl: No problem you will get out of there soon.G: | can't
wait, | want to attend their funeral.Guyl: Sure case.G: Keep me
updated.He dropped the call.Guy1: Let's prepare our suits we
will be going to KZNto burry them, we are doing all this for
G.Them: To G.

They smiled.Insert fifty oneSbanilife always turns up differently
than what we expector we want, not so long ago we were
happy andhaving the time of our lives but here we are
nowabout to die. | look around and they are eating sincewe
stopped at the garage to get some food, how do leven begin to
tell them that there is a bomb here inthis car and it will blow off



anytime from now. | don'twant to die and | don't want anyone
to die so | haveto do this because | don't have enough
time.Thando: Babe are you okay?Me: Uhmm yes I'm
fine.Mpendulo: Bhuti why are you not eating?Me: | will eat boy,
Sphe please stop the car but don'tswitch off the engine.

Sphe: What? We are in the middle of nowhere.Me: Guys please
don't panick okay.TJ: What's going on Sbani?Me: Someone
planted a bomb in this car and it canblow off any minute from
now.Them: What?Me: Please let's calm down.Sims: Sphe stop
the car.Me: Just press the brakes because if you switch offthe
engine the bomb will go off.Sane: Who could have done
this?Sphe: Whoever did this will pay.Me: We have 10 minutes
to get out off this car socan you all stop talking.l opened the
door and they got out one by one whenSphe let go of the
brakes the car crashed and burned.We were now sitting by the
road in the middle ofnowhere stranded with kids, those guys
played withfire | can't even explain the way I'm feeling right
now.

Isipho: What are we going to do now because it'sdark and I'm
scared.TJ: We are here don't worry we will come up with
aplan.Me: Guys can we talk aside.We walked a bit and then
stopped.Me: They are working with Gift.Sims: What?Sphe: So
this means they knew us all along.Me: Yes they have been
following us.TJ: We need to deal with this fast we almost



diedtoday.Me: We need to talk to Zakhele about Gift but
nowhow will we get home.Sims: | hired a car it will be herein a
few but wemust keep low because those guys think we
aredead.Me: Yeah it must stay like that we will get
thembecause they are planning on coming to the funeral.

We walked back to the others and the car wasalready here, it
took us straight to Durban. Wearrived there around 3am in the
morning and we allwent to sleep.l woke up and it was around
12 midday | was stilltired but my phone was ringing non
stop.Me: Helo.Mamzo: Oh thank God umkhulu Jehovah.Me:
Mamzo what's going on?Mamzo: We saw on the news that
your car crashedand they said that there were no survivors, |
thoughtoh nkosyam.Me: Calm down mama we are fine and we
are home.Mamzo: All of you?Me: Yes all of us.Mamzo: We
thank God that you are able to foreseethings because if not we
would be talking somethingdifferent now.

Me: Yes mama now calm down and don't
worryyourself.Mamzo: Baba and Mkhulu are on their way
there.Me: Here?Mamzo: Yes Sbani I'm sure sebezofika.Me:
Okay mama bye then.This means most people think we are
dead this ismessed up but the best part is that we are still
alive.l decide to take a shower before joining the
othersdownstairs and | find them eating.Me: Morning.TJ: How
come you look fresh I'm dog tired even aftersleeping.Me:



Ngiyageza mina.TJ: Mxm.Zane: Can we pray and thank God for
saving us lastnight I'm still shocked.We prayed and sat down.

Me: So Mamzo told me that mkhulu and taima areon their
way.Ladies: What?They jumped and we laughed.Sims: Why are
you jumping?Sane: We need to bath | mean we are still in
oursleep wear.She said while they disappeared to the
passage.Me: Boy go take a bath so we can go fetch yourschool
report.Mpendulo: Okay Bhuti.Sims: | couldn't sleep thinking
what if Sbani didn'tsee that bomb.Sphe: | even had some
nightmares.TJ: I'm angry | just want to finish those guys off.Me:
Sims did you tell Zane about Gift being involvedin all this?Sims:
Not yet | know she will blame herself for everything. Mkhulu:
Aren't you all suppose to be dead?Sphe: Are you not suppose
to knock?Mkhulu: Uyalwa Sphe?We laughed.Mbatha: Im glad
to see all of you but where are thegirls?Me: Upstairs.Mkhulu:
Who did this?TJ: Some people who need to be dealt
with.Mbatha: Who are those people?Me: It's Gift. Mbatha: Gift
as in Zane's ex.Sphe: Yes taima.Mkhulu: Tell me everything.We
told him everything that has happened.Me: | don't know how
we will deal with him since he is in prison but his friends are
coming and they willbe here today to pay their respects.TJ: We
will deal with them the sooner the better.Me: You need to calm
down TJ because now you arenot thinking with your head.He
just nodded and the ladies came downstairs.Zane:
Baba.Mbatha: Baby are you okay?Zane: Yes Baba I'm



fine.lsipho: Mkhulu.Mkhulu: Ladies.We laughed.Me: Mkhulu
this is Thando, Zanele and Sanelisiwe.Mkhulu: Nice meeting
you ladies.Thando: Likewise mkhulu.Mbatha: Let's discuss the
plan.We all sat down and discussed what we needed todo.

Zane: | need some air guys.We nodded.Zanel had already called
an Uber to take me to prison Ineed to talk to Gift, | heard the
guys talking earlier sol can't put them in danger anymore | need
to dealwith this all by myself.l slowly opened the gate and got
out running to theUber.Me: Please take me to westville
prison.Driver: Okay.l left my phone outside by the pool, | know
this isrisky but | don't want them to trace me.Driver: We are
here.Me: Thank you.l stand outside debating whether to go in
or not but | have to do this, | have had enough of Gift and
hisgames.l have been waiting for almost thirty minutes now
forhim to come but nothing when I'm about to leave Isee him
coming.Gift: MaMbatha.Me: Zwane.We both sit down.Gift:
What did | do to get a visit from you.Me: | know you are
shocked that you are seeing mehere when you think I'm
dead.Gift: Dead? But why?Me: Ha ha ha you are not funny.Gift:
| wasn't trying to be funny.Me: Stop all these games Gift.Gift: |
was never like this Zane you changed mewhen you chose that
boy over me.Me: You were always like this Gift have you
forgotten that you are the one who played me and killed
ourdaughter.Gift: | didn't kill her.Me: Ofcos you did, so now tell
me why did you askyour friends to plant a bomb in our car.Gift:



MaMbatha you give me too much credit | meanl'm in prison
how would | have done that.Me: Don't act dumb Gift we both
know you knowwhat I'm talking about.Gift: Even if | did |
wouldn't tell you, | need to go soplease leave.Me: You want to
tell your friends that we are alive ohsorry babe you are a little
too late because they arealready in the house paying their
respects notknowing what awaits for them.Gift: If you dare hurt
them...Me: What will you do because uyafana nje
nenjaengenamazinyo.Gift: One way or the other you will pay
for what youdid to me and Mel's.

Me: You are really crazy, the day you get it in yourhead that |
did nothing to you is the day your mindwill start working.Gift:
Leave and don't ever come back here.Me: With pleasure.Gift:
Those people changed you, you used to have agood heart.Me:
No you changed me, | have never lovedsomeone like | did with
you but then you hurt me.Gift: Zane.Me: No, bye Gift and you
will pay for what you did.Gift: MaMbatha.l could hear him
shouting my name but | didn't turnback till | was outside, |
stood outside and took adeep breath.l can't believe | did what |
did and Gift didn't feelanything, | know the needle was small
but | thoughthe was going to feel the prick yet he didn't. |
standoutside waiting for an Uber to pass by because | leftmy
phone at home.



Sims: Get in.l don't even know how he knew | was here.Me:
Uhmm babe how...Sims: | don't have all day can you get in the
car.Me: Thank you.Sims: Do you actually use your mind to
think?Me: Ofcos.Sims: People are out there trying to kill us and
you just disappear without telling anyone.Me: Uhmm.Sims: Just
shut up your father will deal with you Idon't have the
energy.Me: Babe I'm sorry.Silence.Me: | didn't mean to worry
anyone.Sims: Yet you did, the worst part you just leave
yourphone by the pool like someone kidnapped you
orsomething.

Me: Ngiyaxolisa.Silence. | decide to also keep quiet because he
isangry, my father is going to murder me I'm tellingyou.We get
to the house and Sims just get out of the carleaving me there, |
followed after him till we getinside.Mbatha: Zanele
Mbatha.Me: Baba.Mbatha: Are you crazy?Me: No but | needed
to do this so that Gift will stophurting everyone because of
me.Mbatha: Come here.Me: No Baba.Mbatha: Awufuni
Zane.Me: Hay Baba | know you will beat me up.Mbatha: I'm not
going to do that.

He said getting up and | jumped hiding behind Sims,| know it's
crazy right because Sims is mad at mebut I'm involving him in
all this.Sbani: Taima | think they are here.Mkhulu: You all need
to go hide then we will remainhere.We all went upstairs to
hide.Thando: So you have never loved anyone like youloved



Gift?Me: How.. what?Sane: We heard everything you said to
Gift.Me: But how?lIsipho: | think we all have devices in our

bodies eventhough | don't know how.Me: This is why Sims is
angry.Thando: Yeah | guess.Me: Babe can we talk?Sims: No.

Me: Please.Sims: | said no Zanele now leave me alone.When |
was about to talk we heard gunshots comingfrom downstairs
and we ran.Me: Baba, Baba.Mbatha: What?TJ: What? You shot
them?Mkhulu: They are not dead you can deal with them.Giftl
have been trying to call my guys since Zane left thisplace but
they are not picking up I don't know what'sgoing on, that's why
| wanted them to kill everyonebecause | knew if they survived it
won't be good.My body has been itching | don't know what's
goingon but it's really bad, | need to do something | knowthey
have a family member here maybe | should justkill him because
| know they will kill my friends.

| go outside and | see him playing soccer with theothers, no one
touches him in this place and | don'tknow why, | approach him
even though | feel weakand weaker by each step | take.Me:
Zakes can we talk.Zakes: Do | know you.Me: No but it's
urgent.Zakes: What's it about?Me: It's about Mpendulo.Don't
ask me how | know about him | have my ownways.Zakes: What
about him?Me: Let's talk privately.We walk away from the
crowd.Zakes: So what...I don't even wait for him to finish | stab
him but | feelmy body getting weaker, | stab him again and



helands on the ground but | follow him as | feel apiercing pain
in my heart.

| look next to me and he is bleeding but my heart isbeating slow
and | know it's about to stop.l look at my arm and it's swollen |
felt somethingwhen Zane touched me | guess she did it on
purpose.Now | die with one of theirs.Rest in peace Gift
Zwane.FinaleLooking back to what | have been through feels
likea dream, | never thought that | would be where | amtoday. |
never really believed in happily ever afterbecause | thought it
only happens in movies orfairytales but here | am, who would
have thoughtthat a prostitute can end up with a loving family
anda degree...yes a degree me and Zane graduated amonth
ago. God really comes through for us inunexpected ways, he
proves that no matter howmuch we suffer he is always there
watching andready to take us to our destiny.

I'm out of words | wish there was something | wouldreally say
to show how grateful | am but | sure prayeveryday because |
know that's the least | could do.My project is going really great
and I'm glad I'm ableto help all the women I'm helping that's
atleast theonly way | can show my gratitude to God.Along the
way there are people | wish | never lost,people | know would be
happy to see that | alsomade in this life, it pains me to know
that there arepeople who lost their lives trying to save me
andthose are the people | will always carry in my heartfor the



rest of my life.Well today is the day | have been waiting for, the
dayl become Mrs Khoza officially I'm beyond happy Idon't even
know how to express it in words. To behonest | thought by this
time we would have brokenup | was starting to believe that
maybe we were notmade for each other, | took Sbani's love for
grantedtoo many times for him to be still here till this day.
Itreated him like he owed me something forgettingthat he
loved me through my worst days, he fell in love with me
knowing very well the life | was livingthen, | guess if | didn't
believe in true love now | do.l was broken but he patched my
scars and made methe woman | am today, | can never say how
much lappreciate him but | will let my actions speak
forthemselves.Everytime | want to explain how this life thing
worksl just don't know what to say but all | know is that noone
can be sure that they have it all figured outbecause it always
takes unexpected turns.We spent our December holidays in
Richards bayand it was great even though the guys made us
workhard just to get back at us for not telling them aboutgoing
to Mpumalanga, imagine.Sane gave birth to two bouncing baby
boys whichtheir father named Singobile and Manqoba, he
saideveryone needed to know that they are Zulu by justhearing
their names, crazy | know but their namesare beautiful.Zane is
three months and Isipho is now workingeven though Sphe is
not happy about that, | feel sad somehow I'm scared that
maybe I'm infertile | havebeen off the pill since the beginning of



this year butstill I'm not pregnant. | know Sbani wants a child
Imean he is not getting any younger I'm just afraid ofwhat
would happen if | can't give him one.l hear them singing outside
and | get off my bed thenopen the curtains it's a beautiful day, |
smile withtears in my eyes just tears of joy | can't believe
it'sreally happening.The girls: Umakoti

ungowethuSiyavuma uzosiwashela, asiphekeleSiyavuma,
siyavuma.Me: Niyabhimba marn.Sane: Haisuka.We
laughed.Zane: Friend you look sad what's going on?Me: I'm just
happy Zanele.lsipho: You need to get ready we don't want to
belate.

Sane: Babe cheer up you deserve it.Me: Can | get some
wine?Lizzy: No you want Bhuti Sbani to kill us.Lizzy is Isipho's
friend | don't know if you rememberher but the one that used
to date Nick, that white guylsipho lied about dating years ago |
also don't knowthe story well but that's what Isipho told us so
theyfixed their friendship and she is a good girl.Me: One glass
only.Zane: No please go take a bath it's already preparedfor
you.l stripped naked and they all looked at me.Me: What?Sane:
When last did you see your periods?Me: Last month
why?lsipho: Nothing just go bath babe.l looked at them and
went to the bathroom there isno way | could be pregnant |
mean | would know ifl'm pregnant right? And besides my
periods were normal last month.I finished taking my bath and
went back to them inmy room, Sane was carrying a crying



Mangoba.Me: Let me help you.Sane: No Thando you need to
get ready | don't wantSbani to stand in the altar and think you
are notcoming.We laughed.Me: Stop being dramatic kusase
early.l took Mangoba and he kept quiet immediately.Me: You
see | have got magic hands.Zane: Let me do your makeup
then.She did my makeup after she was done | putManqgoba on
my bed because he was sleeping andprepared to get
dressed.Isipho: Will your dress fit nje babe you look like
yougained some weight.Me: What? Isi no please don't say that.

| was already panicking.lsipho: I'm joking chill. They helped me
get dressed while they were alsogetting dressed, Zane is my
maid of honour if | couldl would have made all of them my
maid of honoursbecause they have been my pillar of strength
butwhat's important is that they are all here.Lizzy: You look
beautiful Thando.Me: Thank you baby.Isipho: I'm not going to
lie first time hearing yourstory | couldn't believe how my
brother fell in lovewith a person like you but then | got to know
and Irealised you were made for him, there are timeswhere |
wanted to give up on you and wanted mybrother to do the
same but | guess it's true whenthey say what's meant to be will
be no matter what.In you | found a sister and a friend and I'm
reallygrateful for that and please Thando don't ever hurtmy
brother, if you feel like you have had enough juststay away but
| know you won't. | love you and lappreciate you.



Everyone in the room was now crying.Sane: Isi you are ruining
our makeup.Me: Thank you Isi this means a lot especially
comingfrom you, | love you too.Zane: Let me fix your face no
more tears please.There was a knock at the door.Me:
Mama.Mamzo: Oh baby you look beautiful.Me: Thank
you.Mamzo: Girls please give us a moment.Isipho: We will go
check if the cars are ready.Zane finished my makeup and also
left.Mamzo: How are you feeling?Me: Happy, nervous and
happy.Mamzo: I'm glad I'm still here to witness this day andl'm
happy for you sthandwa sam.Me: Thank you mama.

Mamzo: For what?Me: For everything, you are wonderful and |
trulybelieve you were sent from heaven to play a role ofbeing a
mother to all of us.Mamzo: Oh Thandolwethu | don't want to
cry andruin my makeup.We laughed.Me: | love you.Mamzo: Oh
baby | love you more and the only advicel have for you is to
always pray for your home, foryour children and your husband.
Don't ever stay ifyou are not happy because your happiness
mattersmore always choose your sanity okay?Me: Okay
mama.Mamzo: | will tell the girls to come and get you.l nodded
and she left, | tried writing my vows butthen we decided we
were going to speak from theheart.

SbaniWell what can | say life is life and no one can everhave the
best definition of it even if they tried. Istopped trying to crack
my mind thinking of the bestway to describe life because it



works in its own wayand here | am today in a suit waiting to get
marriedto the love of my life. The past few years life hasbeen
bad we faced challenge after challenge and Istarted to believe
that we were not made forhappiness, | don't even want to think
about thepeople we lost because it all brings back the painthat |
have been trying so hard to bury insidebecause that's the only
way | can deal with it.After finding out that Gift died and
stabbed Zakhelein the process we were all devastated
especiallyMpendulo but God and Idlozi being on our
sideZakhele made it and he is here with us today. Zanelater told
us that she is the one who killed Gift wewere shocked but we
couldn't pretend like we caredso we celebrated.

| think from today onwards we will be getting goodnews only |
mean since this year began we havebeen happy really happy
and | wish it could stay thatway. | know life is not always sweet
but we havetasted bitterness far enough we deserve this
andeverything else that's coming our way.l knew that Thando
was the one but somedays Idoubted her but then here we are.|
don't know how she feels about having a baby butshe would
have to forgive me because she is alreadycarrying my seed and
I'm over the moon.Me: Gents can you all get dressed we need
to leave.TJ: Chill hawu.Me: Don't tell me to chill I'm not the one
who forcedyou all to drink like fishes yesterday.Sims: | think I'm
still drunk.Sphe: Zane is going to kill you.Me: If you don't get
dressed | will leave without you.We are still as tight as ever |



think we are morecloser now adding Zakhele to the
brotherhood they are all great and | love them so
much.Zakhele: Can you all just stop shouting and sleep.We
laughed.TJ: And sleep hayi udakwe ngempela wena Zakes.Me:
Guys can you stop this before nginishaye.Sphe: You always
shouting yini ukorile yini Bafo.They laughed and | smiled.Sims:
No way!Me: Yes way but Thando doesn't know yet.Zakhele:
Hah uzofa wena.They were all getting dressed now.TJ: So how
far is she?Me: I'm not a doctor | don't know.TJ: Mxm.Zakhele:
So Lizzy...We all looked at him.Us: Nooo.

Zakhele: What?Sphe: So Lizzy what?Zakhele: How old is
she?Me: She is young so forget it.Sims: She is Isipho's age and
Sphe and Isipho are...Me: Don't even say it wena Sphe you are
such atraitor.We laughed.Sphe: Hay hay.Me: Guys thank you |
know you hate speechesbecause niyakhala but | want to take
this time andsay thank you for always being there and
forremaining my brother's till this day, there's a lot Iwant to say
but we need to leave so | love you allmajita.Them: We love you
too Bafo.We walked out to our cars | looked at them
andZakhele and Sims were still drunk, | rode with Sphein the
car.

Sphe: How are you feeling?Me: Happy.Sphe: | know you feel
way more than happy but youhate expressing your self.Me: You
know me very well Bafo.Sphe: I'm glad you are finally happy



after all we havebeen through, after how you have stood by all
of usand carried all our problems in your shoulders youdeserve
it.Me: Thanks man.Sphe: You look good by the way.Me: Hay
Sphe I'm not ready for you to tell me thatyou are gay and you
love me.Sphe: You are such an ass but | love you man.Me: | love
you too Bafo.Sphe: Are you ready?Me: Kind of nervous but |
am.Sphe: Mele ngabe ushaye istiff.

Me: No | need to be sober for this.Sphe: Let's do this.We got
out of our cars and went inside the hall, itwas beautifully
decorated and there were lot ofpeople inside.TJ: Who are all
these people?Me: Was just asking myself that.Zakhele: We
should just chase them out bazogedaukudla nje.We laughed
and people looked at us.Me: You are crazy.We stood there and
| was impatiently waiting forThando to arrive, | wanted to see
how beautiful shelooked. When | saw the ladies coming
lookingbeautiful | felt my heart beating fast and wonderedhow
my wife looked, she came in and taima andMkhulu were
walking her down the isle talk aboutdrama.

| got lost in her beauty and felt my eyes gettingmoist, | wiped a
tear and looked at her.Taima: Treat her well.He
whispered.Mkhulu: Make more babies.l laughed mkhulu is
crazy he was also whispering,after handing Thando to me they
went to sit down.Me: You are beautiful.l whispered and she
blushed and mouthed thank you.Pastor: We are here today to



witnhess thematrimonial between Thando and Sbani, we will
heartheir vows since they decided to speak from
theheart.Thando: The first time | saw you | knew you
weredifferent from all the man | had known and met, theway
you looked at me was different and | felt safearound you not
knowing you were my safe place, notknowing you are my peace
and my forever. Neverreally believed in love at first sight or in
love at all butyou changed all that for that Khoza | want to
thank you. | want to thank you for loving me and for
beingpatient with me because | know | was a pain in theass, |
thought you would come in my life and use methen leave like
they all did but because you weresent from above you
remained with me through it all.No words can ever describe
how | feel about you butl promise to show you, | promise to
take care of youand to always be there for you till death do us
part.Ngiyakuthanda myeni wam and | remember the noteyou
gave me when we first met | didn't understand itbut now |
know what you meant when you said minangingowakho, I'm all
yours and nothing will changethat Mlilo, Hlase,
Bhovungane.She was now crying | wiped her tears and looked
ather.Me: Uhmm where do | even begin."Ekuqgaleni" the guys
shouted.Me: When | saw you | knew you were the one for
meand that we will spend the rest of our lives together,
Iremember | did not tell you my name but | said you must call
me hubby | guess | predicted the futurebecause here we are.



We have been through a lottogether but it all made us strong, |
love youThandolwam not even words can express how | feelbut
I'm glad | have my actions to speak forthemselves. You are my
world, my pillar of strengthand my forever, | promise to love
you, to protect youand most importantly to stand by your side
always.To give you lot of babies.Everyone laughed.Me: And to
provide for you, Wena Ungowami | knewit then and | still know
it now so matter whathappens know that nothing can come
between usbecause this is till death do us part. | love
youmkami.Pastor: What God has joined together no man
canput asunder, you may kiss the bride.We kissed then left to
take pictures with everyoneelse.lsipho: Congratulations
Bhuti.They all congratulated us.

Me: We have to go see you guys after three days.Mamzo: Good
well my kids.We said our goodbyes and left we were
goingoverseas to our honeymoon we just couldn't wait.Me:
Mrs Khoza.Thando: Mr Khoza.Me: Wena Ungowami.Thando:
Now and forever.We held hands while the driver drove us to
theairport and this is our happily ever after.

Me: Babe please I'm sorry okay can you atleast finishwhat you
started.Sbani: I'm hungry nje love so my performance will
bevery bad.He kissed my forehead and left me there to
servicemyself, | need another man guys and definitely not aZulu
man. | went to the bathroom to wipe myself andwash my hands



then went back to the others.Isipho: We almost finished eating
without you.Mpendulo: Are you okay sis Thando?Me: Yes I'm
okay boy.Sbani: Are you sure you okay babe?l gave him a death
stare and he smiled, ngazengahlukumezeka.We all ate and
when we were done the guys decidedto go get some clothes
since they didn't bring any, Idon't even know why they left their
clothes inRichards bay.Sane: Do you guys think they are being
sincere.

Zane: | don't trust them.Isipho: | also think they are up to
something.Me: You can say that again they are acting
strangeand Sbani just deprived me an orgasm just because Isaid
Mxm yesterday.They laughed.Zane: Friend so what did you
do?Me: | used my hands haw.Isipho: So that's why you were in
the room for thatlong.Me: Yes babe.We continued talking
waiting for them to come back.SbaniMpumalanga is beautiful
though, especially at night Idon't know why but | loved it more
yesterday whenwe got here because it was already late, It was
just beautiful. Sphe: So what's the plan?TJ: | think we should
just let them enjoy being herewe will get them when we get to
Richards bay.Sims: You have a plan?TJ: Yes a very good one but
| will tell you guystomorrow.Me: You know the suspense will kill
us.TJ: I don't care.He said singing that part.Sphe: Mxm
yekela.Me: Boy do you like this place?Mpendulo: | love it but |
love Durban more.Sims: Me and you both Mpendulo.We



bought some clothes and Sphe bought some forlsi.Me: | can't
believe you are really with Isi man.They laughed.

Sphe: Will I ever hear the end of it though.Me: Ofcos not.We
saw Mpendulo talking to some girl her age.TJ: You see how that
girl is blushing.Sphe: This needs a video.He said taking out his
phone.Sims: You are crazy.We looked at him till he was
done.Mpendulo: Why were you looking at me like that, Icould
literally feel your stares piercing my back.We all laughed.Me:
That's a bit extra mjita so what did you say?Mpendulo: You
don't need to know.Sphe: So did she give you her
number.Mpendulo: Ofcos.Sims: Oh gosh | hope you won't be
like Sbani.Me: Haibo.

TJ: Plus Mpendulo looks like him so kubhedile.Sphe: You can all
just ask me | know all about Sbani.l laughed.Me: You all are
talking like I'm not here, can we gopay and go.We went to pay
and went back to lodge.Zane: You guys took long enough.Sims:
What did we miss?Zane: Just go change so we can go.We went
to change and went to check out somewildlife.l was sitting next
to Thando.Me: You seem tense.Thando: You are enjoying this
aren't you?Me: Haw kodwa malavisto.She laughed.Thando:
Really Sbani? Malavisto?

Me: I'm trying to be romantic here.Thando: Hay | give up.Me:
So when we get back to the lodge we willcontinue where we
left off.Thando: No I'm okay now.Me: So you serviced



yourself?Thando: | had no other choice babe.Me: You are
naught Thandolwam.We both laughed, we were not even
paying muchattention to the animals.Thando: So how was
Richards bay?Me: We will talk about it later for now let's enjoy
this.We had someone who was telling us about
differentanimals and their lives, it was actually nice seingthem
at this close range.Halfway through it Sane cried because she
wasafraid of a lion so we had to leave and go eat atsome
restaurant.

TJ: So babe were you really afraid or you were justhungry, |
mean even Cebo didn't cry.Sane: What are you saying TJ?TJ:
Nothing babe.Sane: It better be nothing.l wanted to laugh but |
know she would just cry andleave us here.We all ate on a light
conversation and decided to gochill in the lodge.Me: So why did
you guys decide to come here out ofall provinces?Zane:
Mpumalanga is beautiful guys.lsipho: You can say that
again.Mpendulo: Next time we should go to Cape Town.Sphe:
Yeah we should.Sane: Are you guys still going to lash out at us
forcoming here?Me: No, you guys think we should?

Zane: No no.Sims: Okay then just relax and enjoy
Mpumalanga.TJ: | think we should go rest a bit | booked us
arestaurant for later.Me: Okay let's go.Mpendulo: | will stay
here and play with Cebo.Isipho: Okay when you get tired just
bring them to us.He nodded.When we got to our room we



layed on the bed and just relaxed.Thando: So how was Richards
bay?Me: Great, mkhulu is still alive.Thando: Your mother's
father?Me: Yes.Thando: That's great sthandwa sam.Me: Indeed
it is I'm just glad we were able to go backthere while he is still
alive.

Thando: I'm sure she was happy to see you guys.Me: Very
happy.Thando: Okay I'm glad Isi is fine her situation wasreally
weighing on you.Me: | can never imagine my life without
her.Thando: | know baby.Me: So would you mind spending
Christmas inRichards bay?Thando: You want us to spend
Christmas there?Me: Yes that's if you don't mind.Thando: Ofcos
| don't mind.Me: Great, thank you baby.We kissed.Thando: So
isitinrural areas?Me: Not really.Thando: Okay let's rest.Me:
But babe...

Thando: After how you punished me ekseni you arenot getting
anything.Me: Come on.l know where to touch her to get what |
want so lworked my magic and the rest is history.Me: That was
good, thank you baby | love you.Thando: | love you too
Hlase.She said and started snoring softly on top of me andl
followed after her.When we woke up it was already dark
outside.Me: What time is it?Thando: 19:30.Me: Shit, TJ said
dinner will be at 19:00 we are late.Thando: Let's take a quick
shower.We took a quick shower and got dressed, wechecked



the rooms are they were all gone. | textedSims and he sent me
the location, now we had totake an Uber.

When we got there they were already eating.Me: Why didn't
you guys wake us up?Sane: We sent Mpendulo to wake you
guys up butthe poor kid came back traumatized.Thando:
Why?Sphe: You both know why.Me: Where is this Waiter I'm
famished.They laughed because | was kind of changing
thesubject.The waiter came and | ordered for me and
Thandosince everyone else was already eating.Halfway through
our dinner a waiter came and gaveZane a piece of
paper.Waiter: Those gentleman over there said | shouldgive
you this.Sims: Let me see that.He said snatching it.Sims: I'm
being tested.

Me: What does it say.Sims: "Care to join us, you can bring your
friends, theladies Ofcos".Sphe: Siyajwayeleka.Me: Haven't hit
anyone in a while.TJ: And | think it's time for that now.Zane:
Calm down guys.Sims: Calm down and let them disrespect us
like this?Thando: No but you guys can't go around
hittingpeople.Me: We will just talk to them just stay here and
eat.We left and went to those guys table.TJ: Howzit gents.They
looked at each other and laughed.Sims: Care to share the
joke?Guyl: We said we wanted to have some drinks withthe
ladies, we didn't know that you were the ladies.He looked at his
friends and they laughed, | swear | felt my armpits itching.Sphe:



Listen and listen very carefully, are youlistening?He asked
holding the guy who was talking by his t-shirt.Sphe: You will not
disrespect us like that especiallynot Infront of our woman,
ningasijwayeli kabinizolimala.People were now looking at
us.Sims: Is that clear?They nodded.Me: Talk!Them: Yes sorry
gents.We went back to our table.Zane: Was that even
necessary?Sims: You want to join them?Zane: No.Sims: Eat
then singakaxabani.

We saw those guys leaving, | felt uneasy because weare not
from here what if they try something butngeke balunge so they
shouldn't even try becausethey will get hurt really bad.Season
finalelnsert fiftySbaniWe are having the time of our lives and
I'm happy wedecided to join the ladies but | have a bad
feelingabout something. | look at everyone and | see
themlaughing and having the time of their lives, I'mexcited
about what's going to happen tonight | meanit's been long
since we gave anyone a beating | knowthis is going to be
fun.Me: Ladies can | steal the gents for a sec?’Them: Sure.TJ:
Yini Sbani?

Sphe: He is such a mood spoiler phela lona.Me: Mxm we have a
problem.Sims: Can you talk already.Me: They are still here.TJ:
Who?Me: The gents from earlier.Sims: So?Me: They are waiting
for us.Sphe: Why?Me: To beat us up Ofcos.They just burst into
laughter.T): Beat who? Wothi uyadlala.Sphe: Seriously? I'm



going back to the table.Me: Guys I'm serious | think we should
send theladies and the kids back to the lodge.TJ: This is going to
be fun.They all smiled.

Sims: The ladies should drive themselves then wewill catch an
Uber.Me: True but you all know how stubborn they are.Sphe:
True Bafo but we can't put their lives in danger.Me: Let's go talk
to them, do you guys have yourguns?Them: Always.We all
walked back to the table.TJ: Uhmm ladies something important
came up, weneed you and the kids to drive back to the
lodge.Zane: Why? What's going on?Sims: Nothing important
babe.Thando: We all know you are hiding something.Me: We
are not.Sane: If any of you gets hurt heeh you will see.We
laughed.TJ: Babe you are pregnant.Sane: | can still use my gun
though.

Isipho: Is it the guys from earlier? | saw them outside.Sphe: You
went outside by yourself?Isipho: No | saw them through the
window.Me: Okay | will ask if there is no back door.Zane: We
packed at the back vele and we camethrough the back
door.Sims: Good, now please get up and go to the
lodge.Thando: Guys please be safe.TJ: We will take care of each
other.Sane: You guys should just give me the gun and letme
sort them out.TJ: You are crazy stop being stubborn and go.We
took all of them to the car and said our goodbyes.Thando:



Promise me you will come back in onepiece.Me: | promise babe
now go.We watched them driving out then we went backinside.

Sims: Let's have a drink first.Me: Yeah I'm thirsty.We had our
drinks and just relaxed for a bit.Sphe: Look.He pointed through
the window and those guys werelooking at us.TJ: They just
messed with the wrong people let'sshow them how we do
it.Me: Yeah let's show them how we Zulu's teachpeople
respect.We got up and walked out through the mainentrance,
they were all standing by one car smoking.We called an Uber
and waited.Guyl: We can take the ladies home while you all
waitfor an Uber.TJ: Do you see any ladies here?Guy2: Are you
guys scared? | mean if you were not why would the ladies wait
inside while you call anUber.Me: You can go check them out
and if they are thereplease take them home.The other guy
went inside while the others laughed.Guy1: Some ladies really
settle for less | mean lookat you guys, who in their right mind
can date a guywho still calls an Uber?His friends laughed again
so this one is the clownand he thinks he is all that.l went closer
to him and laughed till he got irritated.Me: Why are you guys
not laughing is it not funnyanymore?l asked him and his friends
and they kept quiet butmy guys laughed like they were crazy
and when theystopped they became scary because we were
nowpissed.The other guy came back and saw that it
wasintense.Guy2: The ladies are gone.



His friends kept quiet.Guy2: Guys what's going on here?Sims:
What's going on here is that you all need to betaught some
respect.They looked at each other and laughed, this
laughingthing is becoming really boring now.We got closer to
them and the good thing is thatthey were also four.l stood near
the first guy and looked at him.Me: | wonder what your wife
will say if she finds outyou impregnated her sister.The shock is
what was funny they should havelaughed.Guyl: How?.. what?I
slapped him and the other guys took out their gunsnot knowing
that we also had guns.TJ: We are Zulu's and we don't fight using
guns solet's do this without guns.They looked at each other and
nodded.

Sphe: | think we should take this away from peoplebecause
they are already watching us.Guy2: | know a place you can get
into the car.Me: That's not going to work let's walk a bit, |

saw just the perfect place.l think we were having a lot of fun
but we justneeded to be careful because if not we would end
uphurt.We walked till we reached a quiet place.Sims: This is
how we do it.He said hitting the guy who was next to him then
thefight started, it was fun and all until we heard agunshot and
Sphe was shot.We all rushed to him.Sphe: It's nothing just a
flesh wound.Me: | thought we said no guns.We hit them like we
were crazy after that.Guyl: Please forgive us we didn't mean to
disrespectyou.



We left them and took their car keys then took theircar and
went back to the lodge.TJ: Sphe you okay?Sphe: I'm fine.Sims:
That was fun but truth be told it was also risky.Me: Very true.TJ:
| feel sorry for Sphe the ladies are going to killhim.Sphe: Don't
even mention it bro.We continued driving we are glad that
Sphe didn'tget hurt kakhulu because anything could
havehappened.ThandoWe have been pacing up and down
wonderingwhat's going on, are they okay or maybe
somethinghappened. We tried calling their phones a couple
oftimes but nothing.

Zane: | think we should just drive back to restaurantand look for
them.lIsipho: | agree with you.We took the car keys but when
we were about to gowe heard someone knocking.Me: What if
it's those guys?Sane: Then | will shoot them.We
chuckled.lsipho: Sane you and guns bathong, we should
nameyour baby "gun".l went to open the door and it was
oSbani.Me: Are you guys okay? Did any of you get hurt?Sbani:
Babe we are fine, can you move away fromthe door so we can
get inside.Me: Uhmm sorry guys come in.Isipho: Whose car is
that?They sat down.Sims: Those guys.

Zane: Bebe you took their car, won't that bring ustrouble.Sims:
No it won't relax.Sane: Sphe why are you bleeding in your
arm?Sphe: Bleeding?We all looked at him.Isipho: Babe are you
hurt? Oh my gosh Sphe.Sphe: It's nothing.Isipho: Let me get the



first aid kit in the car.Sane: So Sphe you got shot?Sphe: It's
nothing really.He looked scared he knows Sane doesn't joke
andthe guys laughed at him.Sane: So you all are laughing didn't
you say you willtake care of each other?TJ): But we did.Zane: If
you all did then how come Sphe got shot?Sbani: It was just a
mistake.

Isipho came back and helped Sphe out.Isipho: A mistake
huh?Sims: You all should be shouting at Sphe not us.Me: You
were suppose to protect each other.TJ: Look we all made a
mistake and you should bethankful that Sphe is still alive, we
should have beenmore careful yeah but you can't just shout at
us likewe are kids.We kept quiet.Sbani: I'm going to check the
kids.Zane: So what will you do with the car?Sphe: They will
fetch it, we taught them respect sothey will come back and
apologize.Me: How do you know they won't come back withthe
police or maybe their friends.Sims: Then they will find us
waiting for them.Sane: Tomorrow we should drive back home |
don'twant to die here.

We looked at her and laughed.TJ: Haw mamakhe what
happened to your shootingskills?Sane: So you mean | can't
shoot?She started crying.TJ: No babe | didn't mean it like
that.Sane: You meant it how then?She asked walking to their
room, TJ followed her.TJ: The life | live.We all laughed at
him.Me: Sphe you sure you okay?Sphe: Yeah I'm fine | just need



to lay down.lsipho: Okay let me help you out.Sphe: You know |
can still walk right?Isipho: | know baby but let me help you.They
both walked to their bedroom.Sims: | think we should also go to
sleep Zane.

Zane: Yeah goodnight friend.Me: Night love.They left me alone
and | stayed there waiting forSbani.Sbani: Babe are you still
here?Me: | was waiting for you.Sbani: Let's go to bed then.We
walked to our bedroom.Me: You know what you did was risky
right?Sbani: | know Thandolwam but we all came back inone
piece.Me: Next time be more careful.Sbani: Relax there won't
be a next time.Me: Good let's sleep we are driving home
tomorrow.Sbani: Goodnight sthandwa sam.Me: Goodnight
Hlase.We kissed and played a bit then slept.

We woke up the next morning and prepared for ourdrive home,
lucky for all of us we drove the familycar when we came here
so we were settled.We went to the lounge with our luggages
and hadbreakfast first, in the middle of it we heard a knockat
the door.Mpendulo: | will get the door.He said already walking
to the door, we couldn'tbelieve our eyes the guys from
yesterday were hereall of them.Guy1: Gentleman and
ladies.Us: Yes.Guyl: We are here to apologise for yesterday
andask for our car back.Sbani: Sure.He said throwing the car
keys to them.They took them and left, the guys fist bumped
andlaughed.



Zane: What did you guys do to them?Isipho: | also want to
know because the one whoapologized was the cocky one.Sims:
We taught them respect.Sane: | don't even want to know
how.After breakfast we prayed then our long drive
began.NarratedThe guys took their car and drove back to the
houseand chilled.They looked at each other and laughed.Guy1:
| always knew that Zulu guys were stupid but Ididn't think it was
that serious.Guy3: They think they can beat us up just like
thatand get nothing.Guy2: But truth be told they did a number
on us.Guy4: | give them that but they are not ready for

whats about to happen.Guy2: What if the guy who
prophetesses you foreseethe bomb.Guy1: | doubt he will.Guy2:
Let's hope so because if he does we will be introuble.Guy3: He
won't trust me they will die in a blink of aneye.Guy4: And there
won't be any survivors.Guyl: This is great | think we should call
G and tellhim the good news.Guy2: Will he ever come out of
prison though?Guy3: We will get him out after they are all
dead.Guy4: G will be happy to know that we finally
gotthem.Guy1: | can't lie | feel sorry for the kids though.Guy4: |
don't want to lie | don't feel any remorse.Guy2: We should
watch the news later today so that we won't miss their
death.Guyl: We need to stock up alcohol so we
cancelebrate.They all laughed while the other one called
theirfriend.G: Is it done?Guyl1: Any minute from now on that
car will blow.G: That's what | want to hear.Guyl: Yeah none of



them will survive this.G: | know thanks gents.Guyl: No problem
you will get out of there soon.G: | can't wait, | want to attend
their funeral.Guyl: Sure case.G: Keep me updated.He dropped
the call.Guy1l: Let's prepare our suits we will be going to KZNto
burry them, we are doing all this for G.Them: To G.

They smiled.Insert fifty oneSbanilLife always turns up differently
than what we expector we want, not so long ago we were
happy andhaving the time of our lives but here we are
nowabout to die. | look around and they are eating sincewe
stopped at the garage to get some food, how do leven begin to
tell them that there is a bomb here inthis car and it will blow off
anytime from now. | don'twant to die and | don't want anyone
to die so | haveto do this because | don't have enough
time.Thando: Babe are you okay?Me: Uhmm yes I'm
fine.Mpendulo: Bhuti why are you not eating?Me: | will eat boy,
Sphe please stop the car but don'tswitch off the engine.

Sphe: What? We are in the middle of nowhere.Me: Guys please
don't panick okay.TJ: What's going on Sbani?Me: Someone
planted a bomb in this car and it canblow off any minute from
now.Them: What?Me: Please let's calm down.Sims: Sphe stop
the car.Me: Just press the brakes because if you switch offthe
engine the bomb will go off.Sane: Who could have done
this?Sphe: Whoever did this will pay.Me: We have 10 minutes
to get out off this car socan you all stop talking.l opened the



door and they got out one by one whenSphe let go of the
brakes the car crashed and burned.We were now sitting by the
road in the middle ofnowhere stranded with kids, those guys
played withfire | can't even explain the way I'm feeling right
now.

Isipho: What are we going to do now because it'sdark and I'm
scared.TJ: We are here don't worry we will come up with
aplan.Me: Guys can we talk aside.We walked a bit and then
stopped.Me: They are working with Gift.Sims: What?Sphe: So
this means they knew us all along.Me: Yes they have been
following us.TJ: We need to deal with this fast we almost
diedtoday.Me: We need to talk to Zakhele about Gift but
nowhow will we get home.Sims: | hired a car it will be here in a
few but wemust keep low because those guys think we
aredead.Me: Yeah it must stay like that we will get
thembecause they are planning on coming to the funeral.

We walked back to the others and the car wasalready here, it
took us straight to Durban. Wearrived there around 3am in the
morning and we allwent to sleep.l woke up and it was around
12 midday | was stilltired but my phone was ringing non
stop.Me: Helo.Mamzo: Oh thank God umkhulu Jehovah.Me:
Mamzo what's going on?Mamzo: We saw on the news that
your car crashedand they said that there were no survivors, |
thoughtoh nkosyam.Me: Calm down mama we are fine and we



are home.Mamzo: All of you?Me: Yes all of us.Mamzo: We
thank God that you are able to foreseethings because if not we
would be talking somethingdifferent now.

Me: Yes mama now calm down and don't
worryyourself.Mamzo: Baba and Mkhulu are on their way
there.Me: Here?Mamzo: Yes Sbani I'm sure sebezofika.Me:
Okay mama bye then.This means most people think we are
dead this ismessed up but the best part is that we are still
alive.l decide to take a shower before joining the
othersdownstairs and | find them eating.Me: Morning.TJ: How
come you look fresh I'm dog tired even aftersleeping.Me:
Ngiyageza mina.TJ: Mxm.Zane: Can we pray and thank God for
saving us lastnight I'm still shocked.We prayed and sat down.

Me: So Mamzo told me that mkhulu and taima areon their
way.Ladies: What?They jumped and we laughed.Sims: Why are
you jumping?Sane: We need to bath | mean we are still in
oursleep wear.She said while they disappeared to the
passage.Me: Boy go take a bath so we can go fetch yourschool
report.Mpendulo: Okay Bhuti.Sims: | couldn't sleep thinking
what if Sbani didn'tsee that bomb.Sphe: | even had some
nightmares.TJ: I'm angry | just want to finish those guys off.Me:
Sims did you tell Zane about Gift being involvedin all this?Sims:
Not yet | know she will blame herself for everything. Mkhulu:
Aren't you all suppose to be dead?Sphe: Are you not suppose



to knock?Mkhulu: Uyalwa Sphe?We laughed.Mbatha: Im glad
to see all of you but where are thegirls?Me: Upstairs.Mkhulu:
Who did this?TJ: Some people who need to be dealt
with.Mbatha: Who are those people?Me: It's Gift. Mbatha: Gift
as in Zane's ex.Sphe: Yes taima.Mkhulu: Tell me everything.We
told him everything that has happened.Me: | don't know how
we will deal with him since he

is in prison but his friends are coming and they willbe here
today to pay their respects.TJ: We will deal with them the
sooner the better.Me: You need to calm down TJ because now
you arenot thinking with your head.He just nodded and the
ladies came downstairs.Zane: Baba.Mbatha: Baby are you
okay?Zane: Yes Baba I'm fine.Isipho: Mkhulu.Mkhulu:
Ladies.We laughed.Me: Mkhulu this is Thando, Zanele and
Sanelisiwe.Mkhulu: Nice meeting you ladies.Thando: Likewise
mkhulu.Mbatha: Let's discuss the plan.We all sat down and
discussed what we needed todo.

Zane: | need some air guys.We nodded.Zanel had already called
an Uber to take me to prison Ineed to talk to Gift, | heard the
guys talking earlier sol can't put them in danger anymore | need
to dealwith this all by myself.l slowly opened the gate and got
out running to theUber.Me: Please take me to westville
prison.Driver: Okay.l left my phone outside by the pool, | know
this isrisky but | don't want them to trace me.Driver: We are



here.Me: Thank you.l stand outside debating whether to go in
or not but | have to do this, | have had enough of Gift and
hisgames.l have been waiting for almost thirty minutes now
forhim to come but nothing when I'm about to leave Isee him
coming.Gift: MaMbatha.Me: Zwane.We both sit down.Gift:
What did | do to get a visit from you.Me: | know you are
shocked that you are seeing mehere when you think I'm
dead.Gift: Dead? But why?Me: Ha ha ha you are not funny.Gift:
| wasn't trying to be funny.Me: Stop all these games Gift.Gift: |
was never like this Zane you changed mewhen you chose that
boy over me.Me: You were always like this Gift have you
forgotten that you are the one who played me and killed
ourdaughter.Gift: | didn't kill her.Me: Ofcos you did, so now tell
me why did you askyour friends to plant a bomb in our car.Gift:
MaMbatha you give me too much credit | meanl'm in prison
how would | have done that.Me: Don't act dumb Gift we both
know you knowwhat I'm talking about.Gift: Even if | did |
wouldn't tell you, | need to go soplease leave.Me: You want to
tell your friends that we are alive ohsorry babe you are a little
too late because they arealready in the house paying their
respects notknowing what awaits for them.Gift: If you dare hurt
them...Me: What will you do because uyafana nje
nenjaengenamazinyo.Gift: One way or the other you will pay
for what youdid to me and Mel's.



Me: You are really crazy, the day you get it in yourhead that |
did nothing to you is the day your mindwill start working.Gift:
Leave and don't ever come back here.Me: With pleasure.Gift:
Those people changed you, you used to have agood heart.Me:
No you changed me, | have never lovedsomeone like | did with
you but then you hurt me.Gift: Zane.Me: No, bye Gift and you
will pay for what you did.Gift: MaMbatha.l could hear him
shouting my name but | didn't turnback till | was outside, |
stood outside and took adeep breath.l can't believe | did what |
did and Gift didn't feelanything, | know the needle was small
but | thoughthe was going to feel the prick yet he didn't. |
standoutside waiting for an Uber to pass by because | leftmy
phone at home.

Sims: Get in.l don't even know how he knew | was here.Me:
Uhmm babe how...Sims: | don't have all day can you get in the
car.Me: Thank you.Sims: Do you actually use your mind to
think?Me: Ofcos.Sims: People are out there trying to kill us and
you just disappear without telling anyone.Me: Uhmm.Sims: Just
shut up your father will deal with you Idon't have the
energy.Me: Babe I'm sorry.Silence.Me: | didn't mean to worry
anyone.Sims: Yet you did, the worst part you just leave
yourphone by the pool like someone kidnapped you
orsomething.



Me: Ngiyaxolisa.Silence. | decide to also keep quiet because he
isangry, my father is going to murder me I'm tellingyou.We get
to the house and Sims just get out of the carleaving me there, |
followed after him till we getinside.Mbatha: Zanele
Mbatha.Me: Baba.Mbatha: Are you crazy?Me: No but | needed
to do this so that Gift will stophurting everyone because of
me.Mbatha: Come here.Me: No Baba.Mbatha: Awufuni
Zane.Me: Hay Baba | know you will beat me up.Mbatha: I'm not
going to do that.

He said getting up and | jumped hiding behind Sims,| know it's
crazy right because Sims is mad at mebut I'm involving him in
all this.Sbani: Taima | think they are here.Mkhulu: You all need
to go hide then we will remainhere.We all went upstairs to
hide.Thando: So you have never loved anyone like youloved
Gift?Me: How.. what?Sane: We heard everything you said to
Gift.Me: But how?Isipho: | think we all have devices in our
bodies eventhough | don't know how.Me: This is why Sims is
angry.Thando: Yeah | guess.Me: Babe can we talk?Sims: No.

Me: Please.Sims: | said no Zanele now leave me alone.When |
was about to talk we heard gunshots comingfrom downstairs
and we ran.Me: Baba, Baba.Mbatha: What?TJ: What? You shot
them?Mkhulu: They are not dead you can deal with them.Giftl
have been trying to call my guys since Zane left thisplace but
they are not picking up I don't know what'sgoing on, that's why



| wanted them to kill everyonebecause | knew if they survived it
won't be good.My body has been itching | don't know what's
goingon but it's really bad, | need to do something | knowthey
have a family member here maybe | should justkill him because
| know they will kill my friends.

| go outside and | see him playing soccer with theothers, no one
touches him in this place and | don'tknow why, | approach him
even though | feel weakand weaker by each step | take.Me:
Zakes can we talk.Zakes: Do | know you.Me: No but it's
urgent.Zakes: What's it about?Me: It's about Mpendulo.Don't
ask me how | know about him | have my ownways.Zakes: What
about him?Me: Let's talk privately.We walk away from the
crowd.Zakes: So what...I don't even wait for him to finish | stab
him but | feelmy body getting weaker, | stab him again and
helands on the ground but | follow him as | feel apiercing pain
in my heart.

| look next to me and he is bleeding but my heart isbeating slow
and | know it's about to stop.l look at my arm and it's swollen |
felt somethingwhen Zane touched me | guess she did it on
purpose.Now | die with one of theirs.Rest in peace Gift
Zwane.FinaleLooking back to what | have been through feels
likea dream, | never thought that | would be where | amtoday. |
never really believed in happily ever afterbecause | thought it
only happens in movies orfairytales but here | am, who would



have thoughtthat a prostitute can end up with a loving family
anda degree...yes a degree me and Zane graduated amonth
ago. God really comes through for us inunexpected ways, he
proves that no matter howmuch we suffer he is always there
watching andready to take us to our destiny.

I'm out of words | wish there was something | wouldreally say
to show how grateful | am but | sure prayeveryday because |
know that's the least | could do.My project is going really great
and I'm glad I'm ableto help all the women I'm helping that's
atleast theonly way | can show my gratitude to God.Along the
way there are people | wish | never lost,people | know would be
happy to see that | alsomade in this life, it pains me to know
that there arepeople who lost their lives trying to save me
andthose are the people | will always carry in my heartfor the
rest of my life.Well today is the day | have been waiting for, the
dayl become Mrs Khoza officially I'm beyond happy Idon't even
know how to express it in words. To behonest | thought by this
time we would have brokenup | was starting to believe that
maybe we were notmade for each other, | took Sbani's love for
grantedtoo many times for him to be still here till this day.
Itreated him like he owed me something forgettingthat he
loved me through my worst days, he fell in

love with me knowing very well the life | was livingthen, | guess
if | didn't believe in true love now | do.l was broken but he



patched my scars and made methe woman | am today, | can
never say how much lappreciate him but | will let my actions
speak forthemselves.Everytime | want to explain how this life
thing worksl just don't know what to say but all | know is that
noone can be sure that they have it all figured outbecause it
always takes unexpected turns.We spent our December
holidays in Richards bayand it was great even though the guys
made us workhard just to get back at us for not telling them
aboutgoing to Mpumalanga, imagine.Sane gave birth to two
bouncing baby boys whichtheir father named Singobile and
Manqoba, he saideveryone needed to know that they are Zulu
by justhearing their names, crazy | know but their namesare
beautiful.Zane is three months and Isipho is now workingeven
though Sp

somehow I'm scared that maybe I'm infertile | havebeen off the
pill since the beginning of this year butstill I'm not pregnant. |
know Sbani wants a child Imean he is not getting any younger
I'm just afraid ofwhat would happen if | can't give him one.|
hear them singing outside and | get off my bed thenopen the
curtains it's a beautiful day, | smile withtears in my eyes just
tears of joy | can't believe it'sreally happening.The girls:
Umakoti

ungowethuSiyavuma uzosiwashela, asiphekeleSiyavuma,
siyavuma.Me: Niyabhimba marn.Sane: Haisuka.We
laughed.Zane: Friend you look sad what's going on?Me: I'm just



happy Zanele.lsipho: You need to get ready we don't want to
belate.

Sane: Babe cheer up you deserve it.Me: Can | get some
wine?Lizzy: No you want Bhuti Sbani to kill us.Lizzy is Isipho's
friend | don't know if you rememberher but the one that used
to date Nick, that white guylsipho lied about dating years ago |
also don't knowthe story well but that's what Isipho told us so
theyfixed their friendship and she is a good girl.Me: One glass
only.Zane: No please go take a bath it's already preparedfor
you.l stripped naked and they all looked at me.Me: What?Sane:
When last did you see your periods?Me: Last month
why?Isipho: Nothing just go bath babe.l looked at them and
went to the bathroom there isno way | could be pregnant |
mean | would know iflI'm pregnant right? And besides my
periods were

normal last month.lI finished taking my bath and went back to
them inmy room, Sane was carrying a crying Manqoba.Me: Let
me help you.Sane: No Thando you need to get ready | don't
wantSbani to stand in the altar and think you are
notcoming.We laughed.Me: Stop being dramatic kusase early.|
took Manqgoba and he kept quiet immediately.Me: You see |
have got magic hands.Zane: Let me do your makeup then.She
did my makeup after she was done | putManqoba on my bed
because he was sleeping andprepared to get dressed.lsipho:



Will your dress fit nje babe you look like yougained some
weight.Me: What? Isi no please don't say that.

| was already panicking.Isipho: I'm joking chill. They helped me
get dressed while they were alsogetting dressed, Zane is my
maid of honour if | couldl would have made all of them my
maid of honoursbecause they have been my pillar of strength
butwhat's important is that they are all here.Lizzy: You look
beautiful Thando.Me: Thank you baby.Isipho: I'm not going to
lie first time hearing yourstory | couldn't believe how my
brother fell in lovewith a person like you but then | got to know
and Irealised you were made for him, there are timeswhere |
wanted to give up on you and wanted mybrother to do the
same but | guess it's true whenthey say what's meant to be will
be no matter what.In you | found a sister and a friend and I'm
reallygrateful for that and please Thando don't ever hurtmy
brother, if you feel like you have had enough juststay away but
| know you won't. | love you and lappreciate you.

Everyone in the room was now crying.Sane: Isi you are ruining
our makeup.Me: Thank you Isi this means a lot especially
comingfrom you, | love you too.Zane: Let me fix your face no
more tears please.There was a knock at the door.Me:
Mama.Mamzo: Oh baby you look beautiful.Me: Thank
you.Mamzo: Girls please give us a moment.Isipho: We will go
check if the cars are ready.Zane finished my makeup and also



left.Mamzo: How are you feeling?Me: Happy, nervous and
happy.Mamzo: I'm glad I'm still here to witness this day andl'm
happy for you sthandwa sam.Me: Thank you mama.

Mamzo: For what?Me: For everything, you are wonderful and |
trulybelieve you were sent from heaven to play a role ofbeing a
mother to all of us.Mamzo: Oh Thandolwethu | don't want to
cry andruin my makeup.We laughed.Me: | love you.Mamzo: Oh
baby | love you more and the only advicel have for you is to
always pray for your home, foryour children and your husband.
Don't ever stay ifyou are not happy because your happiness
mattersmore always choose your sanity okay?Me: Okay
mama.Mamzo: | will tell the girls to come and get you.l nodded
and she left, | tried writing my vows butthen we decided we
were going to speak from theheart.

SbaniWell what can | say life is life and no one can everhave the
best definition of it even if they tried. Istopped trying to crack
my mind thinking of the bestway to describe life because it
works in its own wayand here | am today in a suit waiting to get
marriedto the love of my life. The past few years life hasbeen
bad we faced challenge after challenge and Istarted to believe
that we were not made forhappiness, | don't even want to think
about thepeople we lost because it all brings back the painthat |
have been trying so hard to bury insidebecause that's the only
way | can deal with it.After finding out that Gift died and



stabbed Zakhelein the process we were all devastated
especiallyMpendulo but God and Idlozi being on our
sideZakhele made it and he is here with us today. Zanelater told
us that she is the one who killed Gift wewere shocked but we
couldn't pretend like we caredso we celebrated.



| think from today onwards we will be getting goodnews only |
mean since this year began we havebeen happy really happy
and | wish it could stay thatway. | know life is not always sweet
but we havetasted bitterness far enough we deserve this
andeverything else that's coming our way.l knew that Thando
was the one but somedays Idoubted her but then here we are.l
don't know how she feels about having a baby butshe would
have to forgive me because she is alreadycarrying my seed and
I'm over the moon.Me: Gents can you all get dressed we need
to leave.TJ: Chill hawu.Me: Don't tell me to chill I'm not the one
who forcedyou all to drink like fishes yesterday.Sims: | think I'm
still drunk.Sphe: Zane is going to kill you.Me: If you don't get
dressed | will leave without you.We are still as tight as ever |
think we are morecloser now adding Zakhele to the
brotherhood they are all great and | love them so
much.Zakhele: Can you all just stop shouting and sleep.We
laughed.TJ: And sleep hayi udakwe ngempela wena Zakes.Me:
Guys can you stop this before nginishaye.Sphe: You always
shouting yini ukorile yini Bafo.They laughed and | smiled.Sims:
No way!Me: Yes way but Thando doesn't know yet.Zakhele:
Hah uzofa wena.They were all getting dressed now.TJ: So how
far is she?Me: I'm not a doctor | don't know.TJ: Mxm.Zakhele:
So Lizzy...We all looked at him.Us: Nooo.

Zakhele: What?Sphe: So Lizzy what?Zakhele: How old is
she?Me: She is young so forget it.Sims: She is Isipho's age and



Sphe and Isipho are...Me: Don't even say it wena Sphe you are
such atraitor.We laughed.Sphe: Hay hay.Me: Guys thank you |
know you hate speechesbecause niyakhala but | want to take
this time andsay thank you for always being there and
forremaining my brother's till this day, there's a lot Iwant to say
but we need to leave so | love you allmajita.Them: We love you
too Bafo.We walked out to our cars | looked at them
andZakhele and Sims were still drunk, | rode with Sphein the
car.

Sphe: How are you feeling?Me: Happy.Sphe: | know you feel
way more than happy but youhate expressing your self.Me: You
know me very well Bafo.Sphe: I'm glad you are finally happy
after all we havebeen through, after how you have stood by all
of usand carried all our problems in your shoulders youdeserve
it.Me: Thanks man.Sphe: You look good by the way.Me: Hay
Sphe I'm not ready for you to tell me thatyou are gay and you
love me.Sphe: You are such an ass but | love you man.Me: | love
you too Bafo.Sphe: Are you ready?Me: Kind of nervous but |
am.Sphe: Mele ngabe ushaye istiff.

Me: No | need to be sober for this.Sphe: Let's do this.We got
out of our cars and went inside the hall, itwas beautifully
decorated and there were lot ofpeople inside.TJ: Who are all
these people?Me: Was just asking myself that.Zakhele: We
should just chase them out bazogedaukudla nje.We laughed



and people looked at us.Me: You are crazy.We stood there and
| was impatiently waiting forThando to arrive, | wanted to see
how beautiful shelooked. When | saw the ladies coming
lookingbeautiful | felt my heart beating fast and wonderedhow
my wife looked, she came in and taima andMkhulu were
walking her down the isle talk aboutdrama.

| got lost in her beauty and felt my eyes gettingmoist, | wiped a
tear and looked at her.Taima: Treat her well.He
whispered.Mkhulu: Make more babies.l laughed mkhulu is
crazy he was also whispering,after handing Thando to me they
went to sit down.Me: You are beautiful.l whispered and she
blushed and mouthed thank you.Pastor: We are here today to
withess thematrimonial between Thando and Sbani, we will
heartheir vows since they decided to speak from
theheart.Thando: The first time | saw you | knew you
weredifferent from all the man | had known and met, theway
you looked at me was different and | felt safearound you not
knowing you were my safe place, notknowing you are my peace
and my forever. Neverreally believed in love at first sight or in
love at all butyou changed all that for that Khoza | want to
thank you. | want to thank you for loving me and for
beingpatient with me because | know | was a pain in theass, |
thought you would come in my life and use methen leave like
they all did but because you weresent from above you
remained with me through it all.No words can ever describe



how | feel about you butl promise to show you, | promise to
take care of youand to always be there for you till death do us
part.Ngiyakuthanda myeni wam and | remember the noteyou
gave me when we first met | didn't understand itbut now |
know what you meant when you said minangingowakho, I'm all
yours and nothing will changethat Mlilo, Hlase,
Bhovungane.She was now crying | wiped her tears and looked
ather.Me: Uhmm where do | even begin."Ekuqgaleni" the guys
shouted.Me: When | saw you | knew you were the one for
meand that we will spend the rest of our lives together,
Iremember | did not tell you my name but | said you must call
me hubby | guess | predicted the future because here we are.
We have been through a lottogether but it all made us strong, |
love youThandolwam not even words can express how | feelbut
I'm glad | have my actions to speak forthemselves. You are my
world, my pillar of strengthand my forever, | promise to love
you, to protect youand most importantly to stand by your side
always.To give you lot of babies.Everyone laughed.Me: And to
provide for you, Wena Ungowami | knewit then and [ still know
it now so matter whathappens know that nothing can come
between usbecause this is till death do us part. | love
youmkami.Pastor: What God has joined together no man
canput asunder, you may kiss the bride.We kissed then left to
take pictures with everyoneelse.lsipho: Congratulations
Bhuti.They all congratulated us.



Me: We have to go see you guys after three days.Mamzo: Good
well my kids.We said our goodbyes and left we were
goingoverseas to our honeymoon we just couldn't wait.Me:
Mrs Khoza.Thando: Mr Khoza.Me: Wena Ungowami.Thando:
Now and forever.We held hands while the driver drove us to
theairport and this is our happily ever after.
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