


TheGoodWife

Prologue

AtChrishanibaragwanahHospital

Isteppedinsidethehospitalwithahugesmile

curvedonmylipsandlookedaround.Itwasvery

bigandspaciousjustasIanticipated.NowthatI

wasfinallyhere,itfeltveryunreal.Thishasalways

beenadream

Iwalkedtothereceptionistareawithapounding

heart.Ididn'treallyknowwhattoexpect.Thatwas

themostscarypart

Me:(Smiling)Hello..

Receptionist:(lookingatthecomputer)HihowcanI

helpyou?



Shemovedhereyesandfinallylookedatme

Me:Hi.I'mafirstyearresident.I'mhereforthe

orientation.

Receptionist:(Smiling)Welcometothehospital

Doctor..

Me:(Smiling)Matheba.

Receptionist:OkayDoctorMatheba.Thefirstyear

residentsareinthatroom.

Shepointedout.

Me:Thankyousomuch.

Receptionist:(Smiling)Youwelcome.

Itookadeepbreathandwalkedtotheroomshe

showedme.Isteppedinsideandlookedaround.

Theywerelotofresidents.

Itookadeepbreathandsatnexttoonelady.There

wasanemptychairbesidesher



Me:Hi.

Sheturnedandlookedatme.

Her:(Smiling)Hi.Firstyearresident?

Me:(Nodded)Yes.

Her:(Smiling)Same.I'mFerah.

Me:Kgaogelo.

Her:(Shakingmyhand)Nicetomeetyou.

Me:Nicetomeetyoutoo.

Her:(Chuckled)Gynaecologist.

Me:Neurosurgeon.

Ferah:Nice.

DoctorSetzenwalkedinwiththeCEOandsomeof

theseniorDoctors.Thewholeroomwentsilent.

CEO:GoodAfternoonnewresidents.



Us:(Allatonce)GoodafternoonSir.

CEO:WewelcomeyoutoChrisHaniBaragwanah

hospital.Hereweareallafamily.Weareexcitedto

haveyouaspartofourteamofdedicated

professionalstofulfillourvisionofsafeand

compassionatecareforall.

Ferahlookedatmeandsmiled.Tearsfilledmyeyes.

Thismomentwasveryspecialtome.Ijusthope

thatmyparentsarelookingdownatmerightnow

andsmiling.I'msuremydadismadproudand

happy.

CEO:(Smiling)Iknowfirstdaysarealittlescarybut

don'tputpressuretoyourselves.Justdowhatyou

dobestandrememberthatdoctorsarenotGod.To

giverealserviceyoumustaddsomethingwhich

cannotbeboughtormeasuredwithmoneyandthat

issincerityandIintegrity.Alwaysrememberthat

peoplewillforgetwhatyousaid,whatyoushow,but

peoplewillneverforgetwhatyoumadethemfeel.



Alwaysputyourselfintheirshoes.Givethebest

andqualitycaretoourpatients.Surelythiswillbe

engravedintheirheartsandintheirBrains.

Afterthewholemanagementspeechesweallcued

inthehalltogetourcoats,stethoscopesandcards.

Ismelledmycoatandlookedatmycard.Ireadit.

"DoctorKgaogeloRachelMatheba".

Seniornurse:YouareallrequestedinDoctor

Martin'sofficeforyourfirsttask.

Iworemycoatandputastethoscopearoundmy

neck.Ferahstoodnexttome

Ferah:(Smiling)Howyoufeeling?Thisisgreat.



Me:(Chuckled)IfeellikeI'mdreaming.

Ferah:Youbettersnapoutofitgirl(Welaughed)

AtDoctorMartin'soffice

Weallsteppedinsideandwaitedforhim.Hisoffice

wasveryniceandwarm.

Hesteppedinsideandlookedatus.Hewasavery

goodlookingman.Helookedlikehewasonhislate

thirties.

Martin:Welcomeresidents.

Weallnodded

Martin:Today,foryourfirsttask,youguyswillbe

assistingthehospitalinputtingtogether200plus



covidtestingkits.

Wealllookedateachother.It'sahugeonebut

hey,I'mreadytowork.

Meanwhileintheentrance,theparamedicspushed

theheavilywoundedmaninastretcherwhilehis

twobrothersshoutedforhelp

Brother1:Pleasehelp.He'sbeenshot.Help!

TheParedemicspushedthestretchertotheOT.

MeanwhileIclimbedoffthestairswithFerahand

lookedatthecommotion.

Brother2:Kantiwherearethedamndoctors?He's

fuckingshot!



TheonenexttohimstaredatmeandFerahangrily.

HisblackShirthadcutholesandstainsofblood.

HewasanAfricanMan,verytall,darkandhandsome

withtheconfidencetomatch

Hismasculinebodyshowedthathewasaregular

atthegymplushiswellfittedblackshirtthatmade

himlookyummy

Isnappedoutofitwhenhewalkedtowardsus.

Him:(Lookingatme)Canyoustopwalkingaround

andattendtomybrother.He'sshot.

Hereadmycard

Him:Neurosurgeon(Heldmyarm)Let'sgo.

IswallowedashepulledmetotheOT.Iwaseven

scaredtosayanythingcausehewasveryangry.He

hadthisintimidatingpresenceanddarkaura.You

can'thelpitbutsubmit..Hethrewmeinsideand

lookedatme



Him:Getthatbulletout.

Heclosedthedoor.TheteamthatwasintheOT

lookedatme.

Nurse:Goandchange.

Me:(Reluctant)Uhm,I'manewre-

Nurse:Godoctor.

Ilookedatheroncethenwenttochangethen

walkedbacktothem.Iputonmysterileglovesand

stoodbesidethebed.Thiswasmyveryfirst

unexpectedcase.Itwasterrifying.Itookadeep

breath.Ican'tlosemyfirstpatienttodayoverthis

anxiety.Ineedthis

Me:(Serious)Uhmokay.WhatamIlookingat?



Nurse:A20+plusmalewithagunshotwoundtothe

frontofthechestjustabovethediaphragm.His

vitalsareundetectableandtheparedemics-

Me:(Caughtmybreath)Verificationokay..pushthe

bedoverthere.

TheypushedthebedasIflickedtheflashlightand

openedhiseyes,thepupilsslightlyconstricted.Iput

onmystethoscopethenplaceditonhischest

Iheldmybreathandcarefullylistenedthenmoved

itbelowhisbreaststillhopingforsomething.

Me:Uhm,Thebulletrapturedthroughhisribcageand

probablydamagedhislungtherebytension

pneumothorax.PulltheECGmachineoverandthe

oxygen,hookhim.I'llneedapneumothoraxneedle

withthelargestdiameterplease.Hurry,everysplit

secondiscritical



EveryonemovedaroundgotbusyasIcleanedhim

alcohol.Theyhandedmeaneedle,Iinsertediton

hischestjustoverthethirdrib.Therewasan

immediaterushifexistingairfromtheneedle

Iremovedtheneedleandleftthecatheterinthe

placelookingatthemanthenheavedahugesigh

glancingattheECGmachineastheman'sheart

beatslowlyrecovered.Iptoperlydisposedthe

needleandsecuredthecatherwithatape

Theyalllookedatoneanothersmilingofvictoras

themachinebeeped.Oneofthenurseswipedmy

facewithacloth.Ihadalotofsweat.Kclosedmy

eyesandsighed

Me:ThankyouGod.Thankyoumama.Thankyou

Papa.

Outsidetheward,thebrotherpacedaround



Brother1:SitdownQhawe,youaremakingmedizzy.

Qhawe:(angrily)I'mgoingtokilltheMartials.OnceI

getoutofthishospital,I'mretaliating.Theymessed

withthewrongman.

Brother:Justsitdownandcalmdown.

Hestoppedpacingandsighed

Brother:Wearegoingtoavengethis.Zenzeis

strongandhe'llsurvive.Weneedtoupthesecurity

ofthisplacefirst.

Qhawe:IspoketoNeilaboutit.Theyarecoming.

Brother:Good.Thediamondsarealsosafe.They

onlystoleEurika.

Qhawe:(Clenchedhisjaws)Fuck!

Isteppedoutsideandlookedatthem.Theyall

turnedandstaredatme.Therudeonewasthefirst

onetostandinfrontofme.



Him:Howishe?

Me:(Calmylookedattheotherbrother)He'soutof

danger.We'vemanagedtoremovethebulletand

stabilizedhim.

Brother:(Nodded)ThankyouDoctor.

Me:(Stilllookingattheotherbrother)Youwelcome.

Bytheway,I'mafirstyearresident.Thankyoufor

givingmethisopportunity.

Ifelthiseyespiercemeonmyskin.Iturnedand

walkedaway.Whatarudebastard!Iclickedmy

tongue.Buthey,atleastIsavedalife.

MeanwhileQhawelookedatKgaogeloasshe

walkedtotheotherside.Hesmiledwhenhe

thoughtaboutwhatjusthappenednow.Shewasso

rudetohimyetverypolitely.Helovedherfull

beautifullipsandthatroundandchubbyface.Now

thathewasabletobeclosertoher,herealizedhow

beautifulshelookedandhowsweetshesmelled.



Hisbrothernudgedhim.Hesnappedoutofhimand

lookedathim

Him:Let'sgo.We'llcomeheretomorrow.Neilis

alreadyherewiththeteam.I'llspeaktothedirector.

Qhawe:(Nodded)Okay.

TheyallwalkedoutsideandspokewithNeilontheir

wayoutbeforetheysteppedinsidethecarand

droveoff

TOBECONTINUED...

(Ournewread.Pleaseshare,likeandcomment)

TheGoodWife

#1

AtTheCEO'sOffice



IrushedtotheCEO'sofficewhenIheardthathe

summonedme.Iwasverynervousandmyhands

couldn'tstopshaking.Iwasaskingmyselfalotof

questions,"didIdoanythingwrong"."Isthisabout

notconductingCovidtestsasperrequested".I

didn'tknowanditwasnerve-wracking

Isteppedinsideassoonashetoldmetogetin.He

waswiththeDirectorandTwoseniordoctors

Me:(Nervous)Gooddaygentlemen.

Theyallgreetedback

Me:(LookedattheCEO)YoucalledformeSir?

Theyalllookedateachotherandsmiled



CEO:(Smiled)DoctorMatheba.

Me:(Nodded)YesSir.

CEO:(Smiled)Iheardaboutyourfirstsurgery.

Apparentlyitwentwell.

Me:YesSir.

CEO:(Smiled)YoudidanamazingjobandI'mproud

ofyou.Theseniornursetoldmethatthe

paramedicsalreadypronouncedhimdeadatthe

scenecausehisheartwasnotbeatingandyou

managedtobringhimback.

SeniorDoc:(Smiled)WearguedalotwithDoctor

SmithbutIendedupwinningeventhoughyou

operatedwithhisteam.ButIstillWon(Theylaughed)

uhm,I'dlikehaveyouonmyteam.

MyheartskippedInexcitement

Me:(Smiled)OfcourseDoctor.I'dlovethat.I'dlove



thatverymuch.Thankyousomuchforthis

opportunity.IpromisethatIwon'tdisappoint.

Doc:(Smiled)Ofcourseyouwon't.YoucanCallme

doctorMathur.I'moneoftheSeniorNeurosurgeon

inthehospital.

Me:(Nodded)Nicetomeetyou.

Doc:(Smiled)Likewise.

CEO:It'ssettledthen(Lookedatme)Almostallour

hospitalauxiliarymembersareintheprocessof

orientationtraining.That'swhySeniordoctorswere

nowheretobeseen.Theyarealsohelping.Thank

youforsteppinginagain.

Me:(Smiled)It'smydutySir.

CEO:(Smiled)Youcangoandjointheothers.

Me:Okay.Haveagoodday.

CEO:(Smiled)Youtoo.

Iwalkedoutsideandstoodagainstthewall



Me:(Punchingintheair)YESSS!

AtIthembaMine

TheForensicteamandPoliceofficerswereatthe

crimescenewhilethebrotherswatched

Thetwodetectivesstoodinfrontofthem.Theother

onehadanotebookandpeninhishands

Officer:ThisisDetectiveMabena,Iwon'tintroduce

myselfcauseyouknowI'vebeenherebefore.

Thebrothersjustlookedathim.TheDetective

chuckled

Officer:Okaylet'sbegingentlemen.Whathappened

here?Okay,Onequestionatthetime.Letmenot



overwhelmyou.Howdidyourbrothergetshot?

Sambulo:(Sighed)I'mnotsureaboutit.Butbythe

looksofthings,IthinkRobbersgotinand-

Detective:Robbers?

Brother:(Calmy)Yeah.Asyoucanseethatwelosta

diamondthatwediscoveredaweekago.

Detective:Wheredidyougetthediamond?

Brother:(Sighed)Aren'twemininghere?

Detective:(Smiled)AndIt'salsopossiblethatyou

gotitsomewhere.Youhaven'tfoundaplaceyetto

minein.

Qhawe:(Calmly)Areyousureaboutit?Doyouwant

ustotellyouwherewemining?Youwantusto

showyoueverythingwedo.

Brother:ArewediscussingourMineormybrother's

shooting?Icanseeyoudigressing.

Thedetectivesmiledandfoldedhisarms



Detective:So,anyideaofwhocouldbebehindthe

shooting?

Sambulo:Noidea.

Detective:(LookedatQhawe)andyouMr?

Qhawe:Wewerehopingyou'dtellussinceyouare

thedetectivehere.

Detective:(Sighed)Ihopeyouaresurecause

withholdinginformationiscrime.We'lllockyouup.

Theycalmlystaredathim

Detective:Letmegoandaskthestuff.

Helookedatthemonceandsteppedoutwithhis

assistant

Sambulo:Thisoneboresmetodeath.He'sstarting

tosuspect.



Qhawe:Hewon'tfindoutanything.Don'tworry

aboutthat.

Sambulo:ThelastthingIdon'twantisforustoget

caughtandgotojail.Wecan'taffordthat.

Especiallynow.Let'sgo,They'lllockup.

Qhawe:We'llnevergotojail.

Brother:(Sighed)Let'sgo.

Theyallwalkedtotheparkinglotandgotintheir

carsanddroveoff

Atthecafeteria

MeandFerahsteppedintheCafeteriaandlooked

foranemptytable.Wealreadybroughtfood

Ferah:(Poitedout)There'sanemptytable.

Me:(Looking)Iseeit.Let'sgo.



Wewalkedthereandsettleddown.

Ferah:(Sighed)It'sbeenhectic.

Me:Iknow.

Ferah:(Smiled)OkayandyouBarbiedoll.Howwas

yourfirstsurgeryinChrisHaniBaragwanah

hospital?Andthathunk?Didyouseehisbicepsand

strongarms.Goshandhisface.(Laughed)he

literallypulledyouandthrewyouintheOT.So

dominant.Ilikedthat

Me:(Rolledmyeyes)Don'tremindaboutthatone.

He'ssucharudeandchildishman.IprayIdon't

crosspathswithhimagain.I'llkillhim.

Ferah:(Laughed)Ohcomeon.Areyouevencapable

ofkilling?

Me:Ifitcangettothat.

Ferah:(Sarcastically)Ndiyakoyikangok.

Me:(Laughed)I'mjustsopissed.Iwasnotreadyfor



that.Butbesidesthat,hewasrude.Heliterally

draggedme.Mycoathasstainsofbloodalloverit

becauseheheldmyarmwithhisbloodyhands.

Ferah:(laughed)Atleasthetouchedyou.I'ddieifhe

eventouchedmewithhisfinger.

Ishookmyhead.Westartedeatingwhile

conversinguntilonemalestoodinfrontofus.I

readhisCard,itsaid

"DoctorVhutshiloMudau"hewasalsoafirstyear

resident

Him:(Smiled)Helloresidents.MayIpleasehavea

seat?Ifyoudon'tmind.

Ferah:Ofcoursewedon'tmind.Sitdown.

Him:(Satdown)Thankyou.BythewayI'mVhutshilo.

Ferah:(Shakinghands)Ferah.

Vhutshilo:Nicetomeetyou.(lookedatme)Andyou?

Me:Kgaogelo.



Vhutshilo:(Shakingmyhand)Kga-uhmthat'sahard

one(welaughed)I'llcallyouKG.

Me:(Laughed)oryoucancallmeDoctorMatheba.I

preferthatalot.

Vhutshilo:(Chuckled)Soprofessionalokay.Iheard

aboutyourfirstsurgery.Youimpressedthebig

dogs.Goodjob.

Me:(Smiled)ThankYou.

Him:Youwelcome.How'syourfirstday?

Ferah:It'ssoamazing.I'menjoyingit.

Me:(Smiled)Same.

Vhutshilo:Itwasagreatstartandwelcoming.

Us:Yeah.

AtQhawe'sHouse

ThebrothersalongwithNeilweregatheredinthe

livingroomwhilestrategizing.



Neil:Iknowwelostover20millioninthatdiamond

butretaliatingnowisnotagoodplan.

Qhawe:Iknow.Theyareexpectingusnowandthey

arereadyandprepared.Iwantustostrivewhen

theyleastexpectit.Idon'twantthemtoseeus

coming.

Brother:Aslividaswearewecan'tretaliatenow.We

needasolidplanfirst.Themineisnotdoingwell

currently,wealsoneedtofocusonit.

Qhawe:Theyaresofucked.Noonemesseswithour

territory.

Brother:WorsetheytriedtokillZenze.

Qhaweshookhisheadashepouredhimselfaglass

ofwhiskeyandquicklygulpeditdown

Sambulo:We'llbeflyingtotheUK.Wedoingthis

personally.



Qhawe:Ofcourse.

MeanwhileIsighedasIsteppedinsidemycousin's

house.Istaywithher.OneofherchildrenRethabile

rantome

Retha:(Excited)Aunty!

Shehuggedmylegs

Me:(Smiled)Hibaby.

Retha:Kgalekegogopotse{Imissedyou}

Me:(Smiled)Lennaweitsi{Metoo}

She'ssofondofme.Wegotinsidethehouse.My

cousinMphowasinthelivingroomwatchingTV.

Me:HeyCuzzy.



Mpho:(bored)HelloKgaogelo.

Retha:(Excited)AuntyrejelePizzaleKFC.Kenale

juice.Waebatla{WeatePizzaandKfc.Ialsohave

juice,doyouwantit}

Mpho:(Shouted)HeiiwenaRetha.Kanaonale

legano.Goandplay!

Shehuggedmylegstight.

Me:It'sokay.I'llgoandfreshenup.

Mpho:(handedmeaR10)GoandbuyyourselfKota.

Wearenotcookingtonight.

Me:(Swallowed)OkayThankyou.

ItookthemoneyfromherandwalkedtotheroomI

sleepat.ThisiswhatIhadtofacealmostmywhole

life.Myuncleandauntusedtodeprivemefoodand

I'dgotwotothreedayswithouteating.Andalsoall

mycousins.Whenmyparentsdiedonahorrific



accidentthat'swhenlifedrasticallychangedforme

andmylittlebrother.Speakingabouthim,Ineedto

callhim.Hewassupposedtocomeheretoday.

IgiveRethaamagazineIfoundintheroomto

distractherwhileIdialedmyaunt'snumber.

Aunt:Hello?

Me:Mamogolo.

Aunt:(Sighed)Kgaogelo.Otsenyacheleteleng?

Me:MonthendwhenIgetpaid.IsKutlwanostill

coming?

Aunt:Owai.Thisoneisadrunkardandhe'svery

disrespectful.Iusedthemoneyyousent.Don't

wasteyourmoneyonhim.Hethinkshe'snowa

man.

Me:(Heartskipped)Whathappened?

Aunt:Hecamehomedrunkyesterday.Apparentlyhe

wentoutwithhisfriendstotownandgotdrunk.



Me:(Shocked)Kutlwanobathong.Letmetalktohim.

Aunt:He'sevenlimping.Healsogetsinfights.

NnakagowantshwenyaKgaogelo.I'vehaditwith

thisboy.

Me:I'msorryMamamogolo.I'lltalktohim.Handthe

phoneovertohim.

Aunt:Okay(Shouted)Kutlwano.

IwasveryshockedbyKutlwano'ssuddenbehavior.

He'sbeengoodsofar.Iwonderwhathappenedto

him.Idon'tknowbutI'mscared.AmIlate?

Kutlwano:(Horsevoice)Hello?

Itookadeepbreathfirstcalmingmyselfdown.One

thingaboutmybrotheristhathedoesn'tliketoget

shoutedat.He'sthatsensitive.

Me:(Calmly)



KutlwanowhatamIhearingaboutyou?Isittrue?

Kutlwano:(sighed)Howwasyourfirstdayatwork?

Me:Kutlwano.

Kutlwano:YeahIhadafewdrinks.

Me:Drinks?Areyoucrazy?Whydidyoudothat?

YouaretwelveyearsforGod'ssake.

Kutlwano:(regretfully)I'msorry.

Me:Whydidyoudrink?Nowyoucan'tcomehere.

Don'tyouwanttostaywithme?Looknow

Mamogolotookthemoney(tearfully)Wefoughtso

hardtogethere.ForYears,rekgotlhelletse.Now

youdoingthistome.Takingtenstepsback.

Kutlwano:(lowtone)I'msorrySisi.

Me:(Tearfully)Youaredisappointingme.Youwere

good,whydidyouchange?Whathappened?

Kutlwano:Iwasstressed.Iwanttocomethereso

bad.ButMamogoloispurposelysabotagingus.

Shelongusedthemoneyyousent.She'spissing

meoffsomuch.



Iclosedmyeyesastearsfelldown

Me:I'llcomeandgetyoukamonthend.Stop

drinking.

Kutlwano:Whydon'tyoucomethisweek?

Me:(sadly)Idon'thavemoney.Iusedthelastcash

today.Ionlyhavetransportmoney.

Kutlwano:(Sighed)Okay.

Me:I'llcome.Ipromise.

Kutlwano:Okay.Howwasyourfirstday?

Me:(Smiled)Itwasamazing.Ididmyfirstsurgery

andthewholemanagmentwasimpressed.

Kutlwano:WelldoneSis.Iknowyounever

disappoint.

Me:Imean(welaughed)

Kutlwano:Sendmethepicturesyoutakentodayon

Tshidiso'sphone.Istillhaveyourswhenyouwere



stillinCuba(chuckled)RememberthatdayIshowed

everyoneandtheyallstartedrespectingme.

(Imitatingthem)Kutlwano'ssisterisinCuba.Heii

she'saneurosurgeon(welaughed)Itwastheirfirst

timehearingaboutthatProfession.Typicalhood

kids.

Me:(laughed)I'llsendthem.

Kutlwano:Okay.Goodnight.

Me:(Smiled)GoodnightPapi.Iloveyou.

Kutlwano:Iloveyoutoo.Pleasecallmewhenyou

comingsoIknowthatyouarereallycoming.Or

we'llchatonTshidiso'sphone.

Me:(tearfully)Okay.

IntheMorning

Iwenttothehospitalwithanemptystomach.Mpho

preparedfoodonlyforherandthekids.Shesaid

she'ssavinggrocery.Ican'twaitforMonthend.I

wanttorentaplaceandgetoutofhere.



IwalkedtothewardofthatmanIsavedyesterday.I

havetomonitortodaysinceItreatedhimyesterday

butI'llbehandlingthecasetooneofthenurses

andpsychotherapist.

HiswardhadPolicemenoutside.Therewere

guardinghim.He'seitheratroublemakerorhe

messedwiththewronggang.

Iopenedthedoorandimmediatelylockedeyeswith

HIM.The"rudeone".Myheartskippedabit.Ididn't

expecttoseethemtoday.ImeanI'mearly.AmI?

Me:(Clearedmythroat)GoodMorning.

Brother:Morning.

Nowhedoesn'tgreetback,Justgreat!NexttimeI'll

beclearandgreetonlyhisbrother.Mypatientwas



awake.

Me:(Smiled)Hi.Howyoufeelingtoday?Thepain.

Helookedalotlikethem.Theresemblancewas

crazy.

Him:(Smiled)Hi,youmydoctor?Youaresosexy.

Ishifteduncomfortably.Okaynowthisisawkward.

Me:Uhm,how'sthePain?Ineedtoreferyoutoa

psychotherapist.

Him:Alright(smiled)Thankyouforsavingmylife.

Islowlynodded.Thisonelookedlikehe'svery

playfully.



IchecktheIVbottles.Ifelttheireyesonme.They

weremakingmesouncomfortable.Especiallythis

rudeone.Hislookisn'tverycomfortable.Helooks

atmestraightintheeyeslikeshe'ssearchingfor

somethinginthem.

Istoodontheotherside

Me:uhm,I'mleaving.Haveagoodday.

Him:Okay.

(readingmycard)DoctorKg..kgkhaogeloRachel

Matheba.I'mZenzelisiphesihlebutyoucancallme

Zenze.Youaresosexy.Ilikeyourcheeks.

Rudeguy:(Deepvoice)Excuseme.Ineedasmoke.

Hestormedout.OkaysoHesmokes?Nowonder

he'slikethis.Hemusthaveholesinhislungs.Rude

bastard.



IthankedZenzebeforeIleftthewardandwalkedto

thereceptionarea.

TOBECONTINUED....

TheGoodWife

#2

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

IrushedtoDoctorMathurwhowaswithtwonurses

andoneporterwhowaspushingastretchertoa

ward.Therewasaladyonitandherspousewas

besidesherwhileholdingherhand

Me:(Panting)DoctorMathur.

Theyallturnedandlookedatme



Mathur:DoctorMatheba,Come.

Lady:(Tearfully)I'mscared.

Man:You'llbefine(Kissedherhand)Ipromise.

DrMathur:(Lookedatme)Acuteleukemiconchemo.

Herhusbandbroughtherbecauseshe'sbeen

shakinguncontrollably

Me:(Nodded)

DrMathur:Shespikedafeverof100.8.

Me:(Widenedeyes)Whenwasthelastchemo?

DrMathur:Aweekago(lookedatthehusband)right?

Husband:Yes.

Theypushedherinsidetheward.Shehadadripput

onhernose

DrMathur:Youarerunningafever.It'sjustanother

infection.Chemoisstillcrushingyourimmune



system.We'llgetyoustartedonbroadspectrum

antibiotics.

Me:(Smiled)Againonacetaminophentogetyour

feverdown.

DrMathur:(Smiled)Yes.Getculturesfromboth

hands.She'llneedaheadCT.

Me:OkayDoctor.

Lady:I'msoscaredbabe.

DrMathur:(Smiled)Don'tbescared.We'llgetthis

undercontrol.Getyoubothbackhomesoon.Itrust

myyoungresidenthere.

Ismiled.Somehowthatgothertorelaxbutshewas

stillscared.

DrMathur:GethertotheMRRadiologyandgetthe

CTscans.

Me:OkayDoctor.



ThePorterpushedhertotheRoom.Whenwegot

there,weputherontheMRmachineandgotthe

scans.

IbrieflylookedatthescansandtookthemtoDr

Mathur

AtZenze'sWard

Qhawesteppedinsideandlookedathisbrothers

chatting.Zenzehadanoxygenmaskonhismouth.

Helookedveryweakalthoughhewastalkingand

smilingwithSambulo.Thewayhelikestalking,he'll

eventalkwhenhe'sinpain.Heshookhishead

Sambulo:You'llgetoutheresoon.Nawestoptalking

toomuchandgetsomerest.

Zenze:Iwanttoknowabouteverythingthat

happened.Whodidallofthis?



QhaweandSambulolookedateachother

Qhawe:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat.Wegot

this.

Zenze:(tooktheoxygenmaskoff)I'mtiredofthis.I

knowwhatyouguysdo,youmightaswelltellme

whenenemiesattackussoIcanknow.I'mno

longerachild.

Qhawe:Whatwillyoudoafterwetellyou?(hekept

quiet)Nothing.SoJustfocusonyourhealthand

leaveeverythingtous.We'lltalkwhenyouarefine.

Heputonhisoxygenmaskandlookedaway

Sambulo:We'llcomeagainintheafternoon.

HestoodupandwalkedoutfollowedbyQhawe.



MeanwhileIsteppedinsidetheelevatorwhile

readingthecasesIhadinmyhands.

BeforetheElevatorcouldcloseHEsteppedinside

andstoodnexttome.Hehadacigaretteinhishand.

Awholecigaretteinsideaconfinedspace.This

rudemanthinksheownseveryoneandeverything.

Hiswholecologneandcigarettefilledthewhole

elevatormakingitverydifficultformetobreathe.

Me:(Clearedmythroat)Canyousmokethatthing

outsidetheelevator?Iliterallycannotbreathe.

Him:(Calmly)That'snotmyproblem.

Ilookedathimangrilyashecalmlysmokedhis

cigarettewhilefacingahead.Iwanttogetoutof

here.Ihatehim!



AllofthesuddentheElevatorstopped.Itliterally

stucked.Myheartskipped

Me:Godno.No!

ThefilesIhadslippedonmyhands.

Me:(breathedheavily)Godno!Mamano!

Helookedatmeconfusedorratherirritated

Me:(screaming)Noo!No!Ferah!DoctorMathur.

Ferah!

Irepeatedlypressedthebutton.I'mClaustrophobic

soIstruggletobreatheinconfinedspaces.Igota

panicattack.



HecluelessyheldmebackbeforeIcouldfalldown

andlookedinmyeyesasIstruggledtobreathe

Him:Hey.Stoppanicking.Breathe.

Tearsfilledmyeyes.Hethrewhiscigarettedown

andstompedonit.

Him:(Scared)Breathe.Breathe.

Ibreathedasperhisguidancethenheslowlysank

downonthefloorwithmeinhisbigarms.Iclosed

myeyesasIbreathedheavily

Him:Breathe.Justbreathe.Don'tthinkaboutthis.

Comeonlookatme.

Islowlymovedmyheadupandlookedathim.



Him:(Swallowed)Don'tpanic.I'mhere.Nothingis

goingtohappen.Justbreathe.

Tearsstreameddownonmycheeks.Hewiped

themoffwithhishands

Him:Don'tpanicokay?Breathe.

Iopenedmymouthtosaysomethingbutnothing

cameout.Ievenpeedonmyself.Hetookmycoat

offandfannedmewithit.Iwassweatingheavily.

Hewaitedformetocalmdownfirstandgotupwith

me.Mykneeswerestillverywobbly.Ifeltvery

dehydratedtoo

Ihadlaidmyheadonhishardchestandmyarms

aroundhim.Atthispointthepositionwewerein



didn'tmattertome.Ijustwantedtogetoutofhere

Hetookhisphoneoutofhispocketandtrieddialing

anumberbutitdidn'tgothrough.Hecursedthen

continuedfanningme

Him:(lookedatme)Justkeeponbreathing.

Me:(Crying)Idon'tthinkIcananylonger.

Him:Hey,youcan.Youcan.Don'tthinkaboutthis.

Heheldmetightandbrushedmyback

Him:(Breathedheavily)Youcandothis.

WemusthavebeenintheElevatorforalongtime

causeIcouldn'ttakeitanylonger.Ibegan

experiencingblackoutflashes.WheneverIblinked

eachtimeIopenedmyeyesIwouldn'tbesureifI



wasblinking,sleepingorIhadpassedoutorforhow

longIwasout.

Icouldn'tevenhearthisguyanymore.Hekept

slappingmeonmycheekbutIcouldn'tfeelit.

SlowlybutsurelyIwaslosingmyconsciousnessas

myhearingdiminishedthenIclosedmyeyes

peacefully.

AtKgaogelo'sAuntiehouse

TheFivesistersweresittingoutsidebaskinginthe

sunwhileplayingmusicanddrinkingGingerbeer

MeanwhileOreneilewalkedoutoftheyardwitha

poundingheartandlookedatherangryboyfriend

standinginthemiddleofthestreet.Hertwo

childrenfollowedbehindher



Sheswallowedasshestoppedinfrontofhim.

Him:(Angrily)Kerilengmogowena?{WhatdidIsay

toyou}

Oreneile:(Swallowed)Mamaanarekeapaye

so{MomsaidIshouldcookso}

Heslappedherwiththebackofhishandasshe

gasped.Thesecondbornstartedcryingthenthe

firstbornheldhishands

Him:(Angrily)Aretsamaye{Let'sleave}

Heslappedhertwiceandgrabbedherhand

Oreneile:(Crying)Lozaskampetsamogarega

batho{Lozadon'thitmeinfrontofpeople}



Peoplewatchedastheypassedandneighbors

peakedontheirwindows.

MeanwhileKutlwanochattedwithhisfriends

headingtowardshishouse.Henoticedpeople

gatheredinthestreets.Achildrantohim

Him:(laughed)Balwanakogalona{Theyarefighting

atyourhouse}

Hesighedirritated.Thisalwayshappenedand

peoplehavealreadylostrespectforthem.Their

househadnodignityanymore.IfIsnothisaunts

fightingwhenevertheyaredrunk,istheirboyfriends

hittingthemwhilepeoplewatched.Hecouldn'twait

forhissistertocomeandtakehimsoheleavesthis

placeforever.AndthankGodhissisterwas

educated.

HegotinacrowdandfrownedasLozapunched



Oreneileonherface.Thesistersranoverwith

bottlesandstones.

Hegrabbedastoneandangrilyhithimhardonhis

head.Thesistersthrewbottlesandstonesonhim

asbloodspilledontheground.Lozagatheredthe

strengthandranoff

Kutlwano:(Angrily)Ifhedarecomeshereagain,I'll

killhim.AndwenaRakgadi,don'tstandforhim.

Heclickedhistongueandgrabbedthechildrenand

walkedwiththeminsidetheyardwhilethesisters

shoutedandcursed

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahhospital

Iopenedmyeyestobrightlightsandraisedmy

handtryingtorubmyeyesbutthepinkcannula



abovemyhandhurt,Iturnedontheotherside

followingatubeuptotheIVhangingbymyhead

thenIlookedaroundtheentireroom

Amemoryofwhattranspiredintheelevatorrushed

in.MyheartskippedabitbutIclosedmyeyesand

sighedinrelief.Ialmostdied.

ThedooropenedandDoctorNkosisteppedin.

Him:(Smiled)DoctorMatheba.Howyoufeeling?

Me:(Sighed)Alotbetter.

Him:That'sgreat.Youwerejustdehydratedand

hungrybutyourespondedwellassoonasweput

dripsonyou.There'snothingtoworryabout.I've

prescribedmedicinesforyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Him:(Sighed)Weapologizeforwhathappenedto

you.Thatelevatorwasbeingfixedandsomehow



theyforgottoputacautionoranythingtomake

peopleawarethatitshouldn'tbeused.

Me:It'sokayIunderstand.

Him:(sighed)Pleasemakeyourpartner,themine

ownerQhawePhakathwayounderstand.Heis

threateningtosuethehospital.Canyoutalktohim?

Thehospitalwillcompensateyou.Weunderstand

thatisourmistakeandwe'llfixit.

I'mstillstuckon"Mypartner"thing.

Me:He'snotmypartnerbutI'lltalktohim.

Him:Please.

ThedooropenedandtheCEO,director,Chiefof

surgeryandDoctorMathursteppedin

CEO:(Smiled)DoctorMatheba,I'mhappytoseeyou

well.



Ismiled

CEO:(Sighed)Weapologizeforwhathappenedto

you.

Me:It'sokaySir.

CEO:Noit'snotokay.It'sourmistakeandwe

apologizeforthat.Youareoneofthebestdoctors

inthishospitalandwedon'twanttoloseyou.

IlookeddownasIplayedwithmyfingers.Whyis

thisrudeguysuingtheentirehospitalnow?Ican't

beartoseethesepeoplesoshakenaroundme.It's

awkwardandveryuncomfortable

Director:Wefixedtheproblemandtherewon'tbe

anyproblemfromhereon.PleasetalktoMr

Phakathwayo.Wetakefullyresponsibilityforwhat

happenedandwe'llcompensateyou.



Me:Idon'tneedthemoney.It'sokay.Ireally

understandandI'lltalktohim.

WeendedupagreeingthatI'lltalktoMr

PhakathwayoAkatheRudeguytostopthesuing

thing.TheyalsowantedmetotakeaweekoffbutI

refused.Iwanttowork.

AtQhawe'sHouse

Hegotoffthephonewithhislawyerandgulpedthe

whiskeydown.

Thenhedialedanumberagain

Qhawe:Friday?Atthenightclub?Alright.Bethere.

Hehungupandpouredhimselfwhiskeyagainthen



satonthecouch.TheElevatorincidentplayedinhis

mind.Ifhewasn'ttherewithherwhatcouldhave

happened.Shewouldhavepanickedandendedup

losingherlife.Thoseconstantpanicattacks,the

fearinhereyes.Shewasinaveryvulnerablestate.

Forthefirsttime,hewasscaredforsomeone.Even

whenZenzewasshothewasn'tthatscared.This

onefreakedhimout.Thewholehospitalneededto

payforthis.Someonenearlylostherlifeandit's

theirmistake.Howthehelldotheyletpeopleusea

brokenElevatorandnotputacautiontomake

peopleaware?Heshookhishead

AtKgaogelo'sAuntieHouse

Oreneileappliedointmentonherbruisesasshe

lookedatherselfonthemirror.Shewasjust

recoveringfromlastweekbeatingsnowhehither

againandnowthebruisesandwoundshave

increased.Thiswasslowlybutsurelydrainingher



Outside,hersisterssataroundthebonfirewhile

chattingandeating.

Kutlwanosteppedinsidewithonekidinhisarms

Kutlwano:Thapelorobetse(Thapeloissleeping)

Oreneile:Puthimonthemattress.

Kutlwano:Okay.

Hewalkedandputhimdownonthemattressand

coveredhimwithablanket.Thenhelookedather

assheshamefullylookeddown

Kutlwano:Yourfoodisoutside.ShouldIbringit?

Oreneile:EyaPapi.

Hesteppedout.Shesadlysighed.Thislifewasnow

drainingher.Drinkingeveryday,Poverty,constant



beatingsfromLoza.Itwasalltoomuch.Ifonlyshe

didn'tdropoutofschool.Shewouldhavemadeit

likeKgaogelo.I'msureshewaslivinglavishlyin

Gautengsinceshe'saDoctor

AtMpho'sPlace

IsighedasIsteppedinsidethehouse.Ifoundthem

watchingTV.Rethawassleeping

Me:Dumelang.

Shehasfourkids.Threeboysandonegirl.

Boys:HelloAunty.

IwalkedtotheroomIsleepatandsatonthebed.I

checkedmyphone.Ihadlotofmessagesfromthe



friendsIstudiedwithatCuba.Wehaveagroupchat

onWhatsApp.Isentthemmypictures.Weall

sharedourfirstdayinthegrouptogether.Ireadthe

chats

Nellie:Theseconddayoftheorientationwasjustas

amazingasyesterday

ThomasrepliedtoNellie:Samesame.Isn'tso

amazingandeverythingthatwedidatthemedical

schoolcomesinhandyfromwhatwedoinginthe

hospitalnow?

RiorepliedtoThomas:Soamazing

Emma:Where'sRachel?

RiorepliedtoEmma:Sinceshesentthepictures

yesterdayandwentAWOL.

TimrepliedRio:Shemightbebusy.Neurosurgeons

havelotofdutiesyouknow

Ichuckled



Rio:Yahright ♂

IlaiddownasIreadallthechatsandrepliedthen

wenttothebathroomtofreshenupbeforeIwentto

eat.

*

*

*

AWEEKLATER

TOBECONTINUED....

TheGoodWife

#3

AtSandton



IlookedaroundthewholeapartmentwiththeEstate

agent.I'vebeencompensatedatthehospitaland

themoneyisreallyhelpingalthoughisnotenough.

IjusthavesettleforwhatIcanafforduntilmonth

end.Themoneyreallycameinhandy

Me:(Reculantly)PersonallyR5300permonthisalot.

Plusyouwantthedepositupfront.Ican'taffordit

rightnow.

EstateAgent:(Smiled)It'sunderstandable.Seeyou

nextmonththenorwhenever.

Me:Thankyou.

IsighedasIsteppedout.It'sbeenaverylongday.I

putmybagovermyforeheadtoblockthemorning

sunasIwalkedalongtheroad.

IstoppedbesidestheroadasMyphonerang.Itook

itoutofmybagandanswered



Me:Hello?

Oreneile:Cuzzy.

Me:(Suprised)Nene?

Nene:(chuckled)Yah.Wareng?

Me:(Smiled)Kesharpwena?[I'mgoodandyou]

Nene:(Sighed)HaiiIt'sbeentoughCuzzy.I'mso

tiredofthislifeshame(tearfully)Kenalematsadi,ka

sokola.

Me:(tearfully)EverythingwillbefineCuzzy.Don'tbe

disheartened.

Nene:(Tearfully)IdoubtbutIwanttochangemylife.

Iwanttocomethere.Canyoufindajobforme

there?IaskedMphoandyouknowhowsheis.

Me:Uhm,okay.I'lltryandfindyousomething.I'llask

atthehospitaliftheyneedanycleanersor

something.

Nene:(Tearfully)Pleasecuzzy.

Me:Okay.



Nene:Otlaleng(Whenareyoucoming?)

Me:Monthend.

Nene:Okay,seeyou.

Me:SharpCuzzy.

Nene:Sharp.

AtKgaogelo'sAuntie'sHouse

Nenehangupandsighed.Shelookedatherkids

playingonthesoil.Theywereverydirtyandthey

wereprobablyhungrybecausetheylastate

yesterday.

Shepickedthelastbornandputheronherback

andtightherupwithatowel.Meanwhilehermother

steppedoutsidethehouse

Her:Oyakae?(Whereareyougoing?)



Nene:I'mgoingtodolaundrykogaMathamela.

Her:Bagopatalabokae?(Howmucharetheypaying

you?)

Nene:(reculantly)Idon'tknow.I'llseewhenIget

there.

Her:Bringthemoneyhomenene.Hagonaseshaba

today.

Nene:Didn'tKgaogelosendthemoney?

Her:She'llsendthemoneytomorrow.

Nene:Okay.SalaleThapelo(StaywithThapelo)

Thapelostartedcryingwhilelockingaroundher

legstight

Nene:Sala,ketlotlakadanone.Sala(Staybehind.I'll

bringyouDanone)

Sheassuredhimashefinallyagreedandwentto



playbehindthehouse.Nenesteppedoutoftheyard

AtMpho'sHouse

IsighedasIsteppedinside.Mphowasinthe

kitchencooking.

Me:(Sighed)Hello.

Mpho:Yah.

Me:Youdidn'tgotoworktoday.

Mpho:Wellyoucanseeforyourself.

Me:(sighed)Alright.I'llgoandlaydown.I'mdoing

nightshifttonight.

Iwalkedtotheroomandlaiddown.Renting

expensiveapartmentswillcostmealot.Ineedto

findanaffordableplacetorent.Ijustneedtotakeit

littlebylittle



AtQhawe'sHouse

ThelawyersteppedoutsideasQhawesatdown.

Zenzesteppeddownonthestairsshirtlesswitha

bandageonhischestandslowlysatdown

Zenze:ThatwasCindy.

Qhawe:Yeah.

Zenze:What'sgoingon?

Qhawe:(Calmy)I'msuingBara.

Zenze:(suprised)Why?

Qhawe:Incompetence,negligencethatalmostcost

someoneherlife.

Zenze:(Suprised)Who?Who'sher?

Qhawe:(Clearedhisthroat)OneoftheDoctorsthere.

IwasalsoinsidetheElevator.She'sClaustrophobic



soshefreakedout.

Zenze:(laughed)what?Youdoingthisforher?Who

isshe?

Qhawegotup

Qhawe:I'mdoingthisformetooandnotonlyher.

Zenze:(Smiled)itdoesn'tseemlikeit(laughed)Who

isshe?

Qhawe:Youhaveupuntilnextweek.Gobackto

yourapartment.

Hesteppedout

Zenze;(laughed)Whoisshe?

Heshookhisheadandlaughedindisbelief



AtTheMathemelas

Nenedisposedthewaterafterwashingandrinsed

thebigdishassheputitdownanduntiedthetowel

shewasusingonherdaughterandgentlyplaced

herontheground.

Ma'Mathemelasteppedoutsidethehouseand

lookedher.

Nene:I'mdone.I'vealreadyputthemontheline.I

alsoaskedMa'moreminextdoortoputtheclothes

andsheagreed.

Ma'mathemela:(Smiled)Kaleboga.Thatwasalotof

washing.

Neneagreedwhilebreathingheavily

Ma'mathemelahandedherR200asshetookitand

bentherkneesrespectfully



Nene:KaLebogamama[Thankyouma].

Ma'mathemela:Goandbuysomethingforthekids.

Nene:(Tearfully)KaLeboga.

Shepickedherdaughteruponthegroundandput

heronherbackasshewalkedout.Hersisters

alwaysboughtthingsfortheirchildrensoshewon't

becompelledtosharewiththem.She'lljustbuy

thingsforherkids.Shewalkedbesidestheroad

headingtotheshop

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

IstoodinfrontofDoctorMathurwiththeMRIscans

Me:IhaveprescribedanMRIandCTscan.

DrMathur:Good,allclear.



Me:Everything'sokayuntilnow.

DrMathur:Wonderful.Thedoubtsoninternal

injuriesshouldbecleared.

Me:(nodded)Yeah.

IsighedasIsteppedoutside.Myshifthavealready

started.DoctorVhutsilowalkedmyway.Hewas

readingsomefile.Henoticedmeandstopped

Vhutsilo:(Smiled)DoctorMatheba.Nicetoseeyou.

Me:(Smiled)Nicetoseeyoutoo.

DrVhutshilo:Thisisgoingtobealongnight.

Me:IknowbutI'mreadytowork.

Vhutshilo:Right.LookIspoketoDoctorXaluvaand

sheagreedaboutthenightclubthing.

Me:DoctorXaluvaasinDoctorFerah?

Vhutshilo:(Smiled)Yah.

Me:Err,Idon'tknowaboutthat.Ijustwanttorest.



Vhutshilo:Arghcomeon.

HeheldhandasIuncomfortablymovedalittle

Vhutshilo:Comeon.We'vebeenworkinghardthe

wholeweek.Weneedtoletloosealittle.

Me:(Removingmyhandsfromhim)Meaningyou

needtoletloose.You.

Vhutshilo:(laughed)Nowyoupullingthatcard.I

meantus.Comeonman.Ferahwillbethere.

Me:(Sighed)Okay.I'llbethereonlybecauseferah

willalsobethere.

DrMathur:(Laughed)Wowthenyoudon'tcareabout

me.

Iwalkedaway

Me:Notreally.



Iheardhimlaughing

(Sosorryforthedelayofthebonus.Iwasverybusy.

I'llpostthenightinsertat22:30)

TOBECONTINUED...

TheGoodWife

#4

AtKgaogelo'sAuntie'sHouse

Nenesatdownwithherkidsnexttothebonfireas

theystartedeating.Theotherkidslookedatthem

whilesalivating.

Theothersisterssecretlywatchedthemeatingand

rolledtheireyes.



MeanwhileinsidethehouseKutlwanospokewith

Kgaogeloonthephone

Kutlwano:YeahIate,theusual.

Kgaogelo:Okay.How'severything?Didyoudoyour

homework?

Kutlwano:Yeah.

Kgaogelo:That'sgood.Keepitup.Nextmonthyou'll

begoingtoanewschoolsoyouneedtobe

versatile.Goodnight.I'monanightshiftandit's

hectic.

Kutlwano:Sharp,loveyou.

Kgaogelo:The'I'isveryimportant.

Kutlwano:(laughed)Iloveyousister.

Kgaogelo:(Smiled)IloveyoutooBrother.

Hehungupbeforehewenttohisauntandhanded



herbackthephone.

Auntie:Kgaogelowillsendthemoneytome

tomorrow.I'lluseitthewayIseefit.Don'taskforit.

IhopeImademyselfclear.

Shesteppedinsidethehouse

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

There'snothingIenjoymorethannightshifts.The

hospitalbecomesveryquiet,peacefulandlessbusy

Imademyselfacoffeeandsatinthelibrary.I

alwayscomeinthelibraryinmyfreetimeandread

medicalstoriesontheinternetandresearch.It's

reallyhelpfulplusI'malsousedtoitbynow.



AfterafewminutesIgotupandwenttocheckon

mypatients.

....

Inthemorning,IyawnedasIsteppedoutsidethe

hospital.ThishasbeenaverylongweekandIcould

feelit.Iwasveryexhausted

Igotinataxiandittookmestraighthome.

ThesamemorningatQhawe'shouse

Thetwobrotherssatdownonthebreakfasttable

withNeil

Sambulo:Iheardyousuingbara.Wehonestlydon't

havetimeforthat.Weareinthemiddleofacrisis



andthelastthingIneedisyouwastingyourtimeon

uselessthings.

Qhawe:(sighed)I'mlettingitgo.I'vebeenthinking

aboutitandit'sreallynotworthmytime.

Sambulo:Good.Tonightwegettingthegunssoyou

handleitwell.

Qhawe:Ofcourse.Wehavetodosomethingabout

theMinefirst.TauisontousandIdon'twanthimto

findoutwhat'shappening.Iwasthinkingweact

brokeforafewdaystoavoiddrama.

Sambulo:Yeah.

Neil:Cutafewminerstoo.Youcanalwaysgetthem

back.

QhawenoddedandshovedhishandsDeepinhis

pocket

AtMpho'shouse



Isteppedoutofthebathroomwithatowelwrapped

aroundmybodywhiletextingKutlwanoonhis

friend'sphoneandgotinmyroomandlockedit

Me:Youout?

Kutlwano:Yep.I'monmywayhomenow

Me:Okay

Kutlwano:I'mcoutingdownweeksnow.Onlytwo

left

Me: Koreyoucan'twait

Kutlwano:Youhavenoidea.I'vebeenwaitingfor

thisthedayyouleftandwenttoCuba

Me:Awwnnake

Kutlwano:Yeah.LookIloveyoubye,we'llchat

latenyana.Ihavetogivethisonehisphone

♂

Me:Byeandtakecareofyourself.Don'truinour

plansagain.Rememberonlytwoweeks



left itshwaresentleanddon'tgiveMamogolo

anotherreasontosabotageus

Kutlwano:Don'tworry.Igotthis.

Me:

IreceivedacallfromFerah.Ipickedupandputit

onloudspeakerasIslowlyputitonmybedand

openedmylotion

Ferah:Barbiedoll.

Me:(laughed)DoctorChaluva.

Ferah:Ahahstopbutcheringmysurname.Stickto

Ferah.

Me:(laughed)Ahyah.Xhosawillkillme.

Ferah:(laughed)Vele.Jonga,Ifoundyouaflatat

Newtown.It'sR2000permonth.It'sjustaone

bedroom,kitchenandbathroom.

Me:(sighed)It'sfairbutI'llbestayingwithmy

brother.Wecan'tshare.Iwanthimtohavehisown



space.

Ferah:Yeah.Butyoucanalwayschoose.Ialso

foundanRDPatLenasiasouth,R1000permonth.

I'llsendyouthepicturesonapp.It'sperfect.You

canalwaysgoforit.LeaveJoburg.

Me:Sendthepictures.

Ferah:Okay.

Shehungup.AfterafewsecondsIreceivedthe

pictures.TheRDPwasnotthatbad.Ithadtwo

bedroomsandabathroomplusasmallkitchen

spaceandlounge.Itwasperfectbuttheproblemis

Furnitureplustransport.Kutlwanowillhaveto

travelandhe'snotsofamiliarwithJoburg.I'llbe

registeringhimtoaschoolinJoziandWewillalso

belivinginanemptyhouse.

FerahcalledasIsighedbeforepickingup

Ferah:And?Youtakingit?



Me:Yeah.Ihavenochoice.It'snotbad.Iguesswe

allstartfromthebottom.

Ferah:Yeah.Inthenexttwomonthsyou'llbeliving

inahouseyouwant.

Me:(sighed)Yeah.Thankyou.

Ferah:Nosweat.Bye.

Me:Wait,DoctorVhutshilotoldmeaboutthenight

clubthat'shappeningonfriday.SoYougoing?

Ferah:OfcourseI'mgoing.(Sighed)Mylifeisso

complicatedChomam.Iwanttodrink,getfucked

andforgetalittle.

Me:(laughed)Fucked?

Ferah:Ewe.It'sbeenadryseason.(welaughed)It's

bad.Soyoualsogoing?

Me:Yeah.I'malsostressedshame.Ineedto

distress.

Ferah:That'smygirl.Seeyoutomorrow.

Me:Bye.



Ihungupandunwrappedatowelonmybodyand

startedlotioningmyself

AtIthembaMine

Theminersgatheredaroundandwaitedforthe

bossestoinformthemaboutwhat'shappeningand

hopefullytheywon'tlosetheirjobs.It'salltheyhave

QhaweandSambulowalkedtowardsthem.The

minersstoppedtalkingandlookedatthem

Qhawe:Basebenzi(Workers)

Miners:Mhlonishwa(Boss)

Qhawe:Weareallfullyawareaboutwhathappened

hereaweekago.Thediamondisgone.Theystoleit.

TheMinerslookedateachotherandshooktheir



heads

Qhawe:It'sahugelossandhopefullywewill

overcomeitinupcomingmonths.Asfornowthe

mineisfacingafinancialcrisisandunfortunately

wewon'tbeabletoaccommodateeveryone.Weare

forcedtocutdownafewminers.

Minersstartedshouting

Sambulo:Lalelani.It'sonlytemporary.Whenthings

gobacktonormal,Wewillgetyoubackandyou'll

alsogetpaidforthismonth.It'sjustatemporary

thingandweareavoidingbankruptcy.

TheMinersshooktheirheadsandstartedtalking

andshouting.

Qhawe:Pleasebearinmindthatanyminerwhowill



engageinanUnprotectedstrikeorillegalstrike

ratherwillbefiredinimmediateeffect.Thankyou.

Heturnedhisbackonthemandwalkedtohisoffice

followedbySambuloandNeil

FRIDAYNIGHT

Ipushedmybraidsbackandfixedmydressaswe

steppedinsidetheclubwithFerah.Therewere

discolightsandthemusicwasverysmoothing.It

wasnotasbadasIanticipated.Buttherewerelot

ofpeople.Someweredancingwhilesomejustsat

downenjoyingtheirdrinks.

Wegotatthebarandsettleddownonthestools.

Ferah:It'sfullerr.

Me:Yeah



Ferah:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyouagreedtocome.

Me:WhywouldIrefuse?Thisisnotmyfirsttimein

aclub.IwasclubbingatCuba.

Ferah:(laughed)Didyouevenhavetime?

Me:(laughed)Yeahbutnotalotoftimeyouknow.

WhenIgotachanceIwentclubbing.Therewasthis

otherclubIlovedwithmyfriends.Itwasvibeyand

chilled.I'mnotachurchgirlkanaFerahbathong.

Ferah:(laughed)

Bartender:(Smiled)WhatcanIgetyoubeautiful

ladies?

Hewinkedandsmiledatme

Ferah:I'dlikebloodyMarywithlotsofvodka.Adda

lotofVodkaplease.

Bartender:(smiled)OkayAndyouBoity?

Iraisedmyeyebrows



Bartender:(laughed)YoulooksomuchlikeBoity

ThulosoIjustassumeduhm,Youknow.

Me:(Smiled)It'sfine.Igetthatalot(rolledmy

eyes)It'smyroundface.GetmebloodyMarytoo.

Bartender:Okaycomingrightnow.

Ferahlookedatme

Ferah:GirlI'mgettingwastedtonight.

Me:(laughed)

Ferah:Serious.

Me:Where'sDoctorVhutsh-

Ferah:Doctor?Inaclub.Stop.WearenotinBara.

Me:Yeahyeah.Where'she?Heinvitedusherekana.

Ferah:Thepartywon'tstopcausehe'snothere.He'll

findusinthemood.

Thebartenderputourglassesinfrontofus.I



grabbeditagulpitdowninonego.

Bartender:whoaslowitdown.Youdon'twantto

crawloutofhere.

Me:Getmeanotherone.

Ferahchuckledandgulpedherstoo.Ilooked

aroundandshookmywaistalittle.MicasaGetaway

played.

Me:(screamed)That'smysong!

Ferah:(singing)GetawayGetawayisallIwannado.

MeanwhileVhutshilowalkedinsidewithhisfriends

whilechatting.Hiseyesstoppedather.Hesmiled

alittleandclearedhisthroat

Vhutshilo:Let'sgotothebar.



Hewalkedwithhisfriendstothebarandstoppedin

frontofus.

Vhutshilo:Ladies,youearly.

HehuggedFerah

Friends:(lookedatme)Hi.

Me:Hi.

Ferah:We'vebeenwaiting.

Vhutshilo:Sorryforkeepingyouwaiting.Butyou

guysareearly..(lookedatme)KG?

Me:Hey.

Wehugged.Ifrownedwhenheheldmetight.Itwas

uncomfortable.Islowlypushedhimback

Me:(fakesmile)Hey,what'sup?

Vhutshilo:Nonemuch.I'mgood.Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.Youdon'tlookbadyourself.

Vhutshilo:(laughed)OkayI'lltakethat.



Helookedathisfriends

Vhutshilo:Thesearemycolleagues,Ferahand

KG(lookedatme)ThesearemyfriendsMolemoand

Travis.

Me:OkayHi.Nicetomeetyouguys.

Ferah:Heyboys.

Travis:(laughed)Boys?

Wealllaughed

Ferah:Menthen.

Weshookhands.Theyseemedlikecoolpeople.

Theyordereddrinkswhilewechatted

OutsidetheClubQhawespokeonthephonewhile

headinginsidetheclub

Qhawe:I'lltalktoyouwhenIdriveback.

Sambulo:Okay.



Qhawehungupandsteppedinside.TheClubwas

fullandpeopleweremindingtheirownbusiness.

Theywouldn'tnoticeplushe'llusetheBackdoortoo.

Itwasn'tsuchabigproblem.

Thebodyguardsignaledhimashelookedathim

andnodded.Helookedaroundtheclubuntilhis

eyesstoppedto"her".Shewasinablackloosesilky

dressandheliterallycouldseehernipplestowhere

hewas.Hisfullasswasjustoutindisplay.He

nevernoticedthatshehadsuchabeautifulbody.

Hisdicktwitchedinhispantsasheclearedhis

throat.Whatthehell?He'shereforthemachines.

That'sit.Hewalkedupstairs.

TOBECONTINUED...
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AtNightClub

Qhawepickedtheheavybagonthefloorandput

thestraponhisshoulder.

Qhawe:Iseeeverythingislegit.

Man:Ahyouknowme.

Qhawe:It'sapleasuredoingbusinesswithyou.

Man:(fistbumped)It'smymottotoalwaysmakemy

clientshappy.I'mgladyouhappywithmyservice.

Qhawenoddedthensteppeddownonthepassage

thatledhimoutside.Hewalkeduntilhegotinthe

parkinglotthenputthebaginthebooththenclosed

it.Heopenedthecardoorandgrabbedapacketof

cigarettesthentookoutoneandlitit.

Heleanedagainstthecarandstartedsmoking.

Aftersmokinghethrewthecigaretteawayand



stompedonit.

Hetookhisphoneoutofhispocketanddialed

Sambulo

Qhawe:Igotthemachines.

Sambulo:Didyoucheckthemonebyone?

Qhawe:NoIjusttookoneand-

Sambulo:One?Checkeverything.Whatifhefooled

you.ComeonQhawe.

Heopenedthebooththenlookedaroundbefore

openingthebag

MeanwhileIwalkedaroundtheparkinglotwhile

talkingonthephonewithKutlwano.Ihadmyheels

onmyhands.Icouldn'twalkproperlywiththem,I

wasabittipsy.



Me:(laughed)Ibethedidn'tgiveyouthemoney.

Kutlwano:(laughed)Youknowhimverywell.I'mso

pissed.

Me:(laughed)Butyoucan'tsayyoudidn'texpect

that.

Kutlwano:Yeahyeah.

Me:(laughed)Sharp.Justcheckyoursocialsand

leavemealone.Youhavethephoneuntiltomorrow.

Useit.

Kutlwano:Besafe.

Me:(Smiled)OkayI-

MyeyespoppedasInoticedanAk47inablackbag.

Thewaythebaglooked,itseemedliketheywerelot

oftheminthere.Myeyesmethis.

Kutlwano:What'swrong?



Mythroatdriedasmyheartpoundedfaster.Healso

lookedshockedtoseeme.Igotsoberinasplit

second

Him:Shit!

Me:(heartskipped)Ohmygod!

Heputhisphoneinhispocketandwalkedtowards

me.Iintenttoruninsidetheclubbuthegrabbedmy

hand

Me:Leavemealone.Ididn'tseeanything.

Hegrabbedbothmyarmsandmademelookathim.

Myheartpoundedsofast.Icouldliterallyfeelit

beatingoutsidemydress



Him:It'snotwhatitlookslike.

Me:(breathingheavily)Iknow.Ididn'tseeanything.

Wequicklyturnedourheadswhenweheard

footstepsheadingtowardsus.Itwassomeman.

Hewasheadingtowardsuswithhisheaddown.As

soonashelookedup,hesawusthenstopped.

Man:Iseverythingokay?

Him:(Firmly)Everything'sfine.

Themanswallowedthenwalkedaway.Wow!Now

hejustleftmewiththiscriminal,Justlikethat.

Me:(lookedathim)Look,Iwon'tsayanything.Just-

Him:Come.

Heheldmyhandthenclosedhisboothandledme



insidetheclubbutwetookthedifferentroute.We

gotinapassagethatledtothisElevator.

Me:Pleaseletmego.Iwon'tsayanything.I'll

pretendlikeIdid-

Hepushedmeinsidetheelevatorandpressed1.

Whatthehellisgoingon?Alotofthoughtsranin

mymind

Whenitopened,hewalkedoutfirststillholdingmy

handandstopped.

Myeyeslandedontwomenwhowereinsidethe

office.Myheartskipped

Him:Canyoupleaseexcuseme?Ineedamoment

withher.

Man:(deepvoice)NosexinmyofficePhakathwayo.



Him:(sighed)Justleave.

Thetwomenwalkedout.

Me:WhyamIhere?Areyougoingtokillme?

Helookedatme

Him:Idon'tkillwomenunlessI'mcompelledto.

Chillsrandownonmyspine

Him:Whatyousawthere..

Me:Ididn'tseeanything.

Him:(calm)Ifyousayanything,I'llfuckyousohard

thatyouwillstruggletowalkforaweek.



Myclitthrobbed.Ifeltchillsdownonmyspine.I

swallowedhardasIlookedathisface.Ididn't

expecthimtosaythat.godwhat'swrongwithme?

Heunexpectedlypulledmewithmyhandasmy

headcrashedonhishardchest.Ifeltelectric

sparksonmybody.What'swrongwithme?I'm

drunk,yeahthatmustbethosecocktails.

Ilookedathisface.Hehadaprettyface.Darkwith

pinkandkissablelips.Kissablelips?TfKgaogelo

Him:Yousmellamazing.

Hebithislowerlip.Hedidthatveryseductively.

Him:Doyoufeeltheseelectricsparksbetweenus?

Me:(Stuttered)Y..yeah.No!No!



Hegotclosertomeandbreathedonmyneck.His

hotbreathhittingsoftlyagainstmyskin

Heranhisstronghandsonmyback.Iwhimpered

aswordsfailedme.Histouchjustdidsomethingto

mybody,somethingI'veneverfeltbefore.

Iarchedmybackallowinghimtofreelyrunhis

handsonmystomachandupmybreasts.

Him:Fuck!

Therewasjustsomethingaboutthat"fuck".It's

priceless.Withonehand;heunbuckledhispants

anddropthemalongwithhisunderweartohis

knees.Igrabbedhisdickandholdit.Itwas..I

swallowedhard

Igaspedwhenheliftedmydressuptomywaist



andwithjustasinglepullhetearedmylancethong

andputitinthepocketofhisJacket

Him:I'vebeenwantingtofuckyousinceIsawyour

hardnipplesonthisdress.

Hepinnedmeagainsttheglasswindowandslightly

partmybumcheeksthenranhisfingeronmyslit

Him:Fuckyousowet.

Mybloodrushedwhenherubbedmyclit.

Me:mhmm.

Herubbeditafewtimesthensaid..

Him:I'mgoingtopushnow.I'llbegentleandslow.



Me:(breathingheavily)Okay.

Imoanedashepushedhimselfin.

Him:Fuck!

Hegruntedwhen"her"pussywallsgrabholdhis

dick.Hesleptwithcountlesswomenbeforebuthe

neverfeltanythinglikethisbefore.Thewarmand

howperfectherpussyfeltaroundhisdick.Heis

alwayscarefulandusesprotectionallthetimebut

thistimehecan'texplainthiscarelessness

Him:Fuck!

Hestartedmovingslowand#REMOVED

Hethrustedonemoretimebeforespillingallhis



juicesinsideofme.Mywholebodyshookashelaid

medownonthetable.

Him:Youokay?I'lldriveyouhome.

Heheldmyhandandkissedit.

InsidetheClub

FerahtwerkedonsomeguywhileVhutshiloandhis

friendslookedaroundforKgaogelo

Travis:Icheckedoutsideandshe'snotthere.

Vhutshilo:Fuck!

Molemo:Shemusthaveleft.It'sbeenthreehours

now.

Vhutshilo:(sighed)Thisissomefuckedupshit!I

can'tbelievethis.



Travis:Whycan'tyoujustaskheroutand(shrugged

hisshoulders)whoknows?shemightlikeyou.This

wasabadideaanyway.

Vhutshilo:(Sighed)Iknow.Ididn'tthink.

Molemo:She'shot!KeChipi.

Theyalllaughed

Vhutshilo:(Smiled)Iknow.

Travis:NowIgetwhyyouobsessedwithher.

Helookeddownandsmiled

AtMpho'sHouse

Isteppedoutofthecarwithoutlookingathimand

hurriedinside.Itriedopeningthedoorbutitwas

locked



Me:(shouted)Mpho.Bula.

Islowlyliftedmyheadandlookedatthecar.itwas

stillthere.ThewindowswereblacktintedsoI

couldn'tseehimbutIknewhewaslookingatme.I

swallowedthenbangedonthedoor.Assoonas

Mphoopened,Ithrewmyselfinsideandrushedto

myroom

*

*

*

ONEMONTHLATER
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AtPotchefstroom

Isteppedoutsidethetaxiandputthestrapofmy

bagonmyshoulderasthewindblewmylong

Brazilianweave.Ituckeditbehindmyearand

confidentlywalkedonthepavementaspeople

staredatme.MyheelsechoedwitheverystepI

took

Nothingbeatsthisfeeling.JustyesterdayIwas

nothingandtodayI'manentireneurosurgeon.I

haveawholemedicaldegree,Iearngoodandsoon

I'llbehavingmyownhouseandwhoknowswhat

again.IleftthisplacedirtyanduselessandnowI'm

better.It'sanamazingfeeling.It'sraretocome

acrosssuchinPotch.

Iopenedthegateandsteppedinsidetheyard.My



cousinsweresittingoutsidewhiledrinking.They

arealwaysdrinking,smh!Thechildrenstopped

playingandlookedatme

Me:(smiled)Dumelang.

Theylookedatmesuprised.We'veneverreally

beenclose

Oneofthesmallchildrenwalkedtowardsmeand

lookedatme.Idon'treallyknowthesmallones.I

onlyknowtheolderones.Theywerenotallhere.

Someweremissingincludingmybrother!

Me:Heyheyboyboy.

IopenedmysidebagandtookthechocolateIwas

eatingonthewaythenhandedittohim.He

excitedlytookitandjumpedaround.Ilookedatthe



olderonefromthem.

Me:Lebeko?

Irecognizedher.Sheshylynoddedwhilelooking

down

Me:Wareng?(gaveherR50)Here.Goandbuysweets

andsnacksforthem.Lewenaithekele(Buyyourself

somethingtoo)

Lebeko:Okaykaleboga.

Shetookthechildrenandwalkedoutwiththemto

theshop.Ilookedatmycousinsastheylookedat

meliketheydidn'tknowme.

Nenesteppedoutsidethehousewithherbabyon

herback.Assoonashereyeslandedonme,theylit

up



Nene:Kgaogelo.

Me:(smiled)Cuzzy.

Shewalkedtowardsmeaswehuggedeachother

tightly

Nene:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:(Smiled)Thankyou.Howareyou?Nene:Better.

Me:That'sgood.Where'sKutlwano?Idon'tseehim

around.

Herfacechangedintoafrown

Me:Isheokay?What'swrong?Ididn'tspeaktohim

forthreedays.Didsomethinghappen?

Auntie:KgaogeloNgwanake.



Weallturnedandlookedatherasshewalkedinthe

yard.

Auntie:(Smiled)NgwanaNnakebathong.Lookat

you.

Me:(Smiled)Mamogolo.

Wehugged.

Auntie:(smiled)Heelekae?Youlookso

beautiful.(touchedmyweave)Isthisyourhair?It

grewsomuch.

Ilaughed

Me:Noit'saweave.

Auntie:Weaveyang?(Weavehow)Youlookso



beautiful.(Smiled)maramasantsaneale

makima.(Yourcheeksarestillchubby)

Ishylylookeddownandsmiled

Auntie:Nenetakeherbaginside.

Me:NogosiameMamogolo.I'llgoandputitinside.

Auntie:NoNenewilldoit.Let'stalk.How'sJoburg?

Nenetookthebagfrommeandsteppedinside

Me:Aiit'sjustfine.It'swork,workandwork.

Auntie:(smiled)Hawakreiyalekaunyana[Didyou

findyourselfaman]

Ilookeddownandlaughed.Ithoughtaboutthe

encounterIhadwiththatQhawe.Mypussy

throbbedjustbythatthought.Iclearedmythroat



andlaugheditoffhopingshe'lltalkabout

somethingelse.Itwasjustaonenightstand

anywayandIdon'tevenknowwhyIfeelsosadthat

heusedmelikethat.WhatdidIexpect?He'sa

lowlifethugwithholesinhislungs.Hedoesn't

deserveme.

Me:Where'sKutlwano?

Auntie:(sighed)Eishhe'sbeenarrested.Iwantedto

informyoubutIhadnoairtime.

Me:(heartskipped)Arrested?

Auntie:Yeah.Bareherapedasixyearoldgirl.She

staysaroundhere.

Me:What?No.No.

Auntie:It'sbeenthreedaysnowsincehe'sbeen

arrested.

MyheartpoundedsofastthatIfeltdizzy.



Auntie:Kgaogelo?

Shesoundedsocalmlikethisisnotaseriousissue.

Iknowmybrotherandhe'llneverdosomethinglike

this.

Me:(crying)Mamogolopleasetellmeyoujoking.

Kutlwanowillneverrapeanyone.

Tshimollo:Hedidmme.Thelittlegirltoldher

parentsandshehasnoreasontolie.She'sakid.

Kutlwanoisathugandhe'sverynaughty.Hegets

infightandhavesexwithgirlsinschooltoilets.

Thisisnotsuprising.

Ilookedatherassheshookherhead.

Auntie:Aii.

Me:(crying)Hedidn'tdoit.OhmygodIknowhe

didn't.



IfeltlikeIwasgoingcrazy.Mylittlebrotherisinjail?

Whatonearth?

Me:(Crying)Kutlwanoisjusttwelveyearsold.He's

notsexuallyactiveyet.I..ohmygod!Ican'tbelieve

this.

Auntie:He'llbefine.I'lltalktothisgirlparentsand

tellthemtodropthecharges.

Me:(crying)Pleasetakemetothepolicestation.

Nene.

Shesadlyheldmyhand

Nene:Let'sgo.Mamapleasewatchthekidsforme.

WehurriedoutsideasNenestoppedthetaxi.We

gotinsideasitdroveoff



AtthePolicestation

Iraninsideastheofficersondutylookedatme

Me:(crying)Pleasereleasemybrother.Hedidn't

rapethatlittlegirl.Therehastobeanexplanation.

Please.

TheyalllookedatmelikeIwascrazy.Neneheldmy

handandwipedmytears

Nene:(Tearfully)Pullyourselftogether.Letmetalk

tothemokay?

Me:(Nodded)Okay

Shesteppedinfrontofthen



Nene:BontateDumelang.Weareherefortheboy

youarrestedthreedaysago.Itwassaidthathe

rapedasixyearoldgirl.

Officer1:oohthatboy.He'sintheinterrogationroom.

Thedetectiveisstillbusywithhim.Sotheywon'tbe

visitations

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbusywithhim?Isthateven

allowed?Hedidn'tdoanythingandhehasno

lawyerinthere.He'saloneinthere.

Officer:AllIknowisthathe'llgotojailforavery

longtime.ButdoFindhimalawyer.

Me:(crying)Ohmygod!No.WhatdoIdo?

Nene:Callthelawyer.Whoknowswhattheyare

doingtohimnow?

Me:(crying)Idon'tknowanyone.Nenemybrother.

Kutlwano.Thisisajoke.

Shepatonmyback



Nene:(Tearfully)Godwon'tevilwin.He'llgetoutof

here.Let'sgooutsideandsearchforalawyeron

yourphone.Checkonline.You'llfindsomething.

Thisisnotthetimetobreakdown.Fightforyour

brother.

Inoddedandwipedmytears.

Me:Yeah.Youright.

Wewalkedoutside.Itypedamessageonfacebook

"AnylawyeraroundNorthWest.PleaseIneedhelp

ASAP.Pleasetextme "Iposteditandsighed.

Thiswasnothappening

AtZenze'sApartment

MigosNeeditplayedloudlyonthespeakersas

Zenzeslowlyopenedhiseyesandlookedonboth



hisarms.Hefrownedwhenhenoticedtwonaked

girlslayingonbothhisarms.

Heroughlypushedthemoffwalkingthemupas

theylookedathim

Zenze:Leave.

Theygotupandgrabbedtheirthings

Girl:Themoney.

Zenze:Ipaidyoulastnight.Pleassjustleave.

Girl:Thatwasforthedancingandnotwhatwedid

hereyesterday.

Zenze:(angrily)I'llsendthemoney.Justgo.

Thegirlssteppedoutandheslowlygotupwitha

poundinghead.Heimmediatelyfeltdizzyashe



staggeredaroundandsatonthebedtogather

himself.

Zenze:Fuck!

Heheavilysighedthengothimselftogetherbefore

standinguptoswitchthemusicoff.

Hethenstretchedhisarmsandpickedhisboxers

onthefloorandputthemon.Thenhewalkedtothe

bathroom.Helookedaroundthewholeapartment.

Itwasuntidyandoneofhisfriendwaslayingonthe

floornakedwiththreegirls.Heshookhisheadand

openedthebathroomdoor.Hiseyeswidenedwhen

hecameacrosshisfriendthrustingagirlagainst

thewall

Zenze:Mzwakhe.



Heangrilyslammedthedoorthenwalkedbackto

thelounge

Zenze:(shouted)Eiieii

Hekickedthemasthegirlsimmediatelyopened

theireyesandlookedathimwhileHisfriendsnored

inthemiddleofthem

Zenze:Takeyourthingsandleave.Hambani

manje.(leaverightnow)

Theyquicklygotup,tooktheirthingsandwalkedout

Zenze:NhlanhlaeiiBaba.

Hekickedhimonhisbuttashegroaned



Nhlanhla:(sleepy)Mhmm.

Zenze:Vuka.Vuka.(wakeup)

Heheardhisphoneringingaroundtheroom.He

searchedforitandlookedathisbrother'snameon

thescreenandsighedashepickedup

Zenze:Hello?

Sambulo:Hey.Areyouokay?Wejustlanded.

Zenze:(sighed)That'sgood.You'vebeengonefor

toolong.

Sambulo:Foronlyamonth.Amonthisnothing

Zenze:Right.Didyoumanagetofixwhateverthe

problemyouhad?

Sambulo:Whatproblem?

Zenze:(clearedhisthroat)uhtheonethatmadeyou

travel.

Sambulo:(sighed)Zenzeitoldyoutostayaway



fromallofthis.

Zenze:Iwasjustasking.

Sambulo:Don'taskanything.It'snotyourbusiness.

Zenze:Sharp!

Sambulo:Sharp

HehungupasNhlanhlaputonhisboxersand

lookedathim

Nhlanhla:Awe.

Zenze:Sure.

Nhlanhla:Itwasagreatparty.

Zenze:(fakesmile)Yeah.

Nhlanhla:What'swrong?Youstillworriedabout

Lesedi.

Zenzelookeddownandscratchedhiscut



Nhlanhla:AhDon'tstressyourselfabouther.She'll

dealwiththebabyonherown.Rememberyougave

herthemoneytobuymorningaftersbutshechose

notto.

Zenze:AllIknowisthatIdon'twanttobe

someone'sfather.

Hegotupandwalkedtothekitchen

AtThegarage

Nenesteppedinsidetheshoptobuyussomething

asIspokeonthephonewiththelawyerIfoundon

Facebook

Me:Youwantthefeesupfront?

Him:That'swhatIsaid.Igetpaidanhour.Idon't

workforfree.



Me:OkayI'llpayyouonceyougethere.Pleasejust

comesoon.I'llsendthelocation.

Him:Sendthemoneyfirst.

Hehungup.Ican'tbelievethis.It'snotlikeI'llnot

payhim.

Voice:HeyMama.

MyeyeswidenedasIrecognizedthevoice.I

quicklyturnedaroundandlookedathim.Heshoved

hishandsdeepinhispocketsandsmiled

Him:(smirked)Longtime.Imissedyou.

TOBECONTINUED....
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Him:(smirked)Longtime.Imissedyou.

MyheartpoundedagainstmychestasIswallowed.

HewasfivestepsawayfrommebutIcould

stronglysmellhiscologne.Itsmelledexactlylike

thatnight.ThenightIdoubtI'lleverforget.Hewas

wearingablackjacketwithagreyhoodieinsideand

someblackjeansandblackBoots.Helookedmore

broad,tallerandmorehandsome.Inervously

tightenedthegriponmysidebaganddroppedmy

gaze.Ishouldn'tbefeelinglikethis

Him:(Calm)Areyouokay?

HemovedcloserasImovedback

Him:Rachel.



godthewayhesaidmyname.Igotchillsonmy

body.Noonehaseversaiditsosexilyoris

becausehefuckedme?That'swhyitsoundsso

goodwhenhesayit.Godwhat'swrongwithme?He

leftme.Heleftmeforamonthafterfuckingmelike

aslutinsomeone'soffice.Hedidn'tevencallmeor

atleastcheckedonme.Ohnowitmakessense,he

wassilencingmeafterwhatIsawandthestupid

mefellforit.

AngerchockedmeIclenchedmyjawsandtried

controllingmybreath.

Nenesteppedinfrontofuswithplasticsand

curiouslylookedathim

Nene:(tohim)Hello.

Him:Himhowareyou?

Nene:I'mgood-

Me:Nenelet'sgo.Ifoundalawyer.Youbrought



everything?

Sheslowlynodded.HegrabbedmyhandasIfelt

thoseelectricsparksagain

Him:Rachel.

Oureyeslocked.

Him:I'msorry.

Hepulledmecloserwithmyhandashisotherhand

touchedmywaist

Him:Iknowyouangrybutwon'tyouletmeexplain?

Me:(angrily)Idon'twantyourexplanation.(Pushed

himaway)Nenelet'sgo.

Him:(calmly)Rachel.



Heheldmyhandagainastearsquicklyfilledmy

eyesandIburstintotears

Me:(crying)Justleavemealone.Leavemealone.

Itriedpushinghimawaybutheheldmecloseand

putmeonhischestasIcriedhard

Me:(crying)Justleavemealone.Youleftme.You

leftme.

Him:I'msorry.

HelockedmeinhisarmsasIclosedmyeyesstill

crying

NenewatchedAsKgaogelowrappedherarms

aroundhimwhilehisbigarmssqueezedherbody.



Herbodywasn'ttinybutitlookedtinyinhisarms.

ShelookedatQhawefromheadtotoe.Hewasa

verygoodlookingmanbutsomethingwasoff

abouthim.ButKgaogelohasalwaysbeenlucky

though.TheJobandnowthis.Thewayhewas

holdingherandtheworriedlookonhisface

showedjusthowmuchhelovedandcaredabout

her.Sheturnedaroundandwalkedalittlefarfrom

themtogivethemspacewithoutthemeven

noticingher.

Ittookawhilebeforemycalmreturned.WhydidI

dothat?Idon'tunderstandwhyIfeltlikethat?We

arenotevendating.Idon'tevenhavetemperissues.

Idon'tknow,maybeisbecauseI'mstressedabout

mybrotherandItookitallonhim

HenoticedI'vestoppedcryingashegentlywiped

mytearsandkissedmylips.Hekissedmesoslow

likethatnightwhenhemadelovetome.Hefucked

andmadelovetomethatnight.Myclitthrobbedas



Ipulledoutandlookeddownbeforeweendedup

doingsomethinghere.Ifelthisbonerpokingmeon

mystomachasheshifteduncomfortably

Him:I'msorrythatIjustleft.

Me:(sniffed)It'sokay.

Him:Iknowisnotokay.Whyyoucryingnow?You

missedmydick?

Ilookedathimashesmiled

Him:(Smiled)Iknowyoudid.Imissedyourpussy

too.Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutyourface,theway

youmoaned,yoursmell,yourkisses.That'swhyI'm

here.

MythroatdriedupasIgotflashbacksofthatnight



Me:So..soyoucameheretofuckmeagain?

Him:No.ButI'mstillgoingtofuckyouagain.

Hebithislowerlipasmypantiessoaked.

Him:Areyouokay?What'sgoingon?Youfoundthe

lawyerforwhat?

Heaskedconcernedashetouchedmyhands

Me:(tearfully)I'msostressedrightnow.Mylittle

brotherisarrested.Theysaidherapedasixyear

oldgirlandhe'sbeenkepthere.Idon'tknowwhat's

goingon.He'stwelveyearsandheshouldn'tbe

lockeduphere.Idon'tunderstand.Whoknows

whattheyareevendoingtohimnow?

Hisfacehardenedashepulledmetohisarmsand

huggedmetight.



Him:He'llbeoutbeforetheendoftoday.

Ijerkedmyheadupandlookedathim.Heseemed

serious.

Him:Didyoueat?

Me:(shookmyhead)No.Idon'thaveappetite.

Him:Youneedtoeatsomething.Let'sgotomycar.

HelookedatNenewhowasstandingalittlefar

fromus

Him:Neni?What'shernameagain?

Me:Nene.ButherrealnameisOreneiile.She'smy

cousin.

Him:(lookedather)Nene.



Nenelookedathimasshenervouslywalked

towardsus

Him:Let'sgotomycar.Youguyswilleatthere.

Come.

Nene:(shyly)Okay.

WewalkedtogetherasIlockedmyhandonhisarm

whileNenefollowedbehindus.

AtLesedi'sHouse

Shepeakedonhisthugbrotherashesearchedthe

wholehouseformoney.Shesmiledashecursed

andwalkedout.Healwaysstealsmoney,thankGod

shehidthemoney.Theycan'taffordforhimto

stealagainandstarveuntilmonthend.

Shesighedasshesatcomfortablyonthebedand



textedherfriendonWhatsApp

Lesedi:MganiItoldZenzeaboutthepregnancy

Likhona: Whatdidhesay?UneLivermgani.

Lesedi:Hetoldmethathegavemethemoneyfor

morningafterssohecan'tbesomeone'sfatherthen

blockedme.Hewantsnothingtodowithme.I

messedup.I'mfreakingoutrightnow.Idon'tknow

whattodo

Likhona:Yohthat'sbad.Askies.Haikodwa

nawe,whydidn'tyoubuymorningafters?Nowyou

pregnant.Youshouldhaveatleastusedcondom

♀

Lesedi:Itoldyouthatweweredrunkanddidn'teven

think.ThelastthingIneedfromyourightnow

Likhonaisthatattitude.Iexplainedeverythingto

youanditinfuriatesmethatyoustillrepeatingit.

I'malreadyfeelingbadokay?

Likhona:Sorry.Sowhatwillyoudonow?Willyou

abort?



Lesedi:Idon'tknow.Ican'taffordtohavethisbaby.

Mygrandmotherwilldie OntheothersideNSFAS

willcutmeoff.It'sfuckedup.Ishouldhavenever

wenttothatpartyandlethimbreakmyvirginity.I

shouldn'thavelistenedtoyou

Likhona:HaiboIdidn'tforceyoutosleepwithhim.

Youopenedyourlegsforhimwillingly.Don'tblame

thisonme.

Sheignoredherandputherphonedownasshe

buriedherfaceonthepillowandcried

Atthepolicestation

Wesatdownonthebenchesasthelawyerthat

Qhawebroughtinheregotintheinterrogationroom.

ApparentlysheflewheresinceshewasinJoburg.I

wasveryhopeful.QhawewassurethatKutlwano

willbeouttodayandIkindoftrusthim.



Hekissedmylipsagainandtuckedmyweave

behindmyear.ItstillscaresmethatI'mthis

comfortablewithhimwhileIknowthepossibilityof

himbeingaserialkillerandalsothatsamekiller

whofuckedmeandleftmeforamonth.

Nene:Uhm,I'mleaving.I'llseeyouathome.Ileft

NeowithMamaandshe'ssuchacrybaby.Mama

won'thandleher.

Me:Youcango.It'sokay.

Nene:Willyoubeokay?

Me:(nodded)YeahI'llbefine.Goit'sokay.Hopefully

whenthingsgowell,I'llbringKutlwanowithme.

Nene:Okay.

Me:Doyouhavetaxi'sfare?

ImovedmyheadonQhaweshoulderandsearched

onmysidebag



Qhawe;I'llgiveherthemoney.

Ilookedathimashetookhiswalletoutandhanded

NeneR200.

Nene:Uh,Thankyousomuch(lookedatme)Bye

cuzzy.

Me:Bye.

Shesteppedout.IlookedatQhaweagainashe

pulledmeclosertohim

MeanwhileCindysteppedinsidetheroomasher

eyesonKutlwanowithabruisedfaceandtwo

Officersintheroomeatingfatcakes.

Cindy:Whatthehellisgoingonhere?(laughedin

disbelief)Thisisajoke.



Shemovedcloserasherheelsechoedthewhole

room.Theofficerspanickedastheylookedateach

other

Officer1:Whoareyou?Youshouldn'tbehere.

Cindy:Ihaveeveryrighttobehereandwhatyouare

doinghereisdisgustingandillegal.I'mgoingtoput

youbehindbars.

Theirheartspoundedevenmoreastheywatched

herbrushKutlwano'sbackwithasmileonherface

Cindy:Yoursisterbroughtmehere.You'llbeout

soonokay?

Kutlwano'seyesfilledwithtearsashesighed

relievedandnodded



Cindy:(lookedatthepoliceofficers)Pleasetellme

whyyouwouldlockupaminorhere,interrogatehim

andhavethenervetobeathimup(laughedin

disbelief)aminor?

Officer2:(Swallowed)Herapedasixyearoldgirl

andevenadmittedtoit-

Cindy:YouviolatedtheMirandarule.Forcinghimto

admittotheallegationswithoutthelawyer.How

canyoueveninterrogateaminor?Didyouevendo

themedicaltestsandreportedthecasetothecourt?

Broughthisparentsandexplainedtherules?Where

ishisprobationofficer?

Theofficerskeptquietastheirheartspoundedeven

more.Thisisnotwhattheysignedupfor

Cindy:Areyouofficersofthelawofcriminals?I

can'tbelievethis.Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningin

thisstationbutit'sdisgusting.I'mgoingtoreport

thisandyougoingtojailforthelongesttime.Didhe

evenrapethechildoryoufabricatedthis?(theykept



quiet)Youaregoingtojailforthelongesttime.I'm

goingtoreportthis.

ShegotupandgrabbedKutlwano'shandand

walkedout.

Iimmediatelygotupwhenthelawyersteppedout

withbruisedKutlwano.Herantowardsmeand

huggedmetightlyasheburstintotears

Me:(crying)I'msorryIwasn'tthere.I'msorryPapi.

Qhawe:(tocindy)Whathappened?

Cindy:(shookherhead)What'shappinginthisPolice

stationisshocking.There'snoProbationofficer

dealingwiththiscase,juststupidcriminalofficers

whobeatupthepoorchildandlockedhimupfor

nothing.Theycorneredhimtoadmittothingsand

threatenedhim.Thisisjustsodisgusting.I'm

sendingthereporttotheirofficestomorrowand

makesureitgetstocourt.



Qhawe:Bloodybastards.

Iwipedhistearsandkissedhisforehead.Hewas

stillshaking.Qhawehandedhimabottleofwater

ashequicklygulpeditdown.Hisfacewasso

bruised.Theyaregoingtopayforthis.Whodoes

thistoachild?

Cindy:Seeyousoon.

Qhawe:Bye.ThankyouCindy.

Cindy:(smiled)Anytime.

Shesteppedout.

Qhawe:Let'spassbythehospitalfirstsotheytreat

hiswounds.

Me:(lowtone)Okay.

Qhawe:Comeboy.



Heputhisarmaroundhisshouldersthenwe

walkedtohiscar

AtSambulo'sHouse

NaniledtheDetectiveinsidewhileSambulospoke

onthephoneinthelounge.Hiseyeslockedeyes

withtheDetective'seyesashefrowned

Nani:(lowtone)Sambulo.

Henoddedthenshewalkedtothekitchen

Sambulo:(onthephone)I'lltalktoyoulater.Bye.

HehungupandlookedattheDetective



Detective:Phakathwayo.

Sambulo:(Calmly)Tau.

Detective:(Smirked)Nicehouseyouhavehere.

Sambulokeptastraightfaceashelookedathim

Detective:(Sighed)Wedecidedtoclosedownthe

casesincewearen'tfindinganyleads.Wehaven't

evenfoundthesuspectsonyourbrother'scase.

Sambulo:(Chuckled)Yeahright.

DetectiveTaulookedathimoncethenturned

aroundandwalkedout.Sambuloshookhishead

anddialedhiswife

AttheB&B

AfterreturningtotheHospital,Qhawebookedusat



ab&bforthenight.Ididn'twanttogohome.Idon't

wanttogoandfacepeoplewholetmylittlebrother

betakenandtortured.TomorrowI'llgoandfetch

ourstuffandgobacktoJoburg.

Kutlwano:I'llsleepinanotherroom.

Me:Areyousure?

Kutlwano:100%.Goodnight.

HehuggedmethensecretlywinkedatQhaweand

fistbumpedwithhimwithoutKgaogelonoticing.

Kutlwano:Goodnight.

Me:Iloveyou.

Kutlwano:Same.Same.

Qhawechuckledasheturnedandwalkedtohis

room.



Heheldmyhandaswewalkedtoourroom.My

phonerangasIlookedatthecallerdetailsand

sighedbeforeIpicked

Me:Hello?

Auntie:(angrily)Kgaogelowhat'stheneedtoinvolve

lawyerswhenItoldyouthatI'llconvincethegirl's

parentstodropthechargeslevelledagainst

Kutlwano?
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Auntie:(Angrily)Kgaogelowhatwastheneedto

involvelawyerswhenItoldyouthatI'llconvincethe

girl'sparentstodropthechargesleveledagainst

Kutlwano?



Me:...

Auntie:BotlhalekebaengcauseItoldyouthatI'llfix

this.Callthemnowandcanceleverything.

IkeptquietaswegotinsidetheroomandQhawe

closedthedoorandwalkedtowardsthewindow

Auntie:Kgaogeloweehkebualewena(I'mtalkingto

you)

Me:Mamogolomybrotherwaswrongfullyaccused

and-

Auntie:Nywabrothernywabrother.Areyoutheonly

onerelatedtohim?I'mhisaunttooakere.You

actinglikeIdon'tcareaboutKutlwano.I'vebeen

livingwithhimforyearswhileyouwereatthe

medicalschool.Ican'tbelieveyou.Iseethat

studyingoverseaschangedyou.Nowyouwantto

showushowwelleducatedandconnectedyouare.

I'mnothingtoyounow.Whyyoudoingthistome?

Youdon'trespectmenow.



IkeptquietandwatchedasQhawetookoffhis

jacketandhoodiewhilelookingatmewithafrown

onhisface.

Auntie:Tellthosepeopletostayoutofthis.Weare

fixingthisasafamily.Don'tdisrespectme

Kgaogelo.

Me:(Swallowed)Mamo-

Auntie:(Angrily)Wankarabisaebile(Nowyoutalking

back?)

Me:(Lowtone)I'llletitgoMamogolo.

Ihungupandsatdownonthebed.Qhawesquatted

infrontofmeinawhitevestonwhichshowedhis

masculinebodyandperfecttattoos.

Qhawe:Whowasit?

Me:(Sadly)Myaunt.Shewastellingmetodropthe



wholecase.

Qhawe:What?That'sabsurd.

Me:(sighed)I'mtiredoffighting.Idon'twanttofight

heranymore.IjustwanttogobacktoJoburgand

neverlookbackhere.Iknowsheorchestratedallof

this.Shedidn'tevenseembotheredwhenshetold

meaboutKutlwano'sarrestandthatexplainsinall.

Tellyourlawyertoletitgo.

Qhawe:Uyathakathalomama(She'sbewitching).

Whodoesthattohernephew?Idon'tlikeher

already.

Me:(Swallowed)SheletmybrotherstayinJailfor

threedays.Sheletthembeathimupandstarved

him.

Qhawe:(heldmyhands)I'msorryMama.

Me:Shehasalwaysbeenlikethis.Whenourparents

died,shetreatedusbadly.BythenIdependedon

heranditwashorrible.NowI'mgladthatI'm

independentcauseIcanleaveatanytime.

SometimesIgettemptedtotalkbackbutIdon't

havethatcourage.She'sstillmyaunt.



Qhawe:Lookatme.

Ilookedathimastearsfilledmyeyes

Qhawe:Shedoesn'tdeserveyouguys.Shedoesn't

loveyouandit'sevident.Don'tstressyourselfabout

herandmoveawayfromhere.Don'tshearany

tearsforheranymore.Onedayshe'sgoingtoneed

youandyouwon'tbethere.

Hepulledmeclosertomeandhuggedmetightas

tearsfelldownonhisvest

Qhawe:TomorrowwegoingbacktoJoburg.Ican't

standbeinghereanylonger.

Heletmecalmdownfirstandtuckedmetobed.



Qhawe:I..I..L

MyheartpoundedasIwaitedforhimtofinishthe

sentence.

Qhawe:(deepvoice)I'mgoingtosmokeoutside.

Hejumpedoutofthebedashegrabbedhisjacket

andsteppedout.IsigheddisappointedasIfaced

theothersidewithtearsinmyeyes

AtAuntie'sPlace

TheFivesisterssurroundedthefirewiththeir

childrenandmotherastheyate.

Auntie:Kgaogelothinksthatshe'sbetterthanus

nowsinceshe'sadoctor.Shewantstoshowus



howwellconnectedsheis.Istrictlytoldhernotto

doanythingcauseI'mhandlingit.

Tshimollo:Ijustsawherwithhorsehairandhigh

heelsintheafternoonthatshewastryingtoprove

somethingtous.

Nkele:Shehasalwaysbeenfullofherself.And

Kutlwanoiscapableofrape.Hedidit.

Nene:Kutlwanoiswellmanneredandhe'llneverdo

that.

Tshimollo:WellmanneredkaeneebetsaLoza

malobaha?Eneyourboyfriend.(Hehityour

boyfriendnotsolongago)

Herchild:MaraMamalozaneabetsaMamane(But

hewasbeatingauntie)

Tshimollo:Wenaodidimale.Ketlagobetsakaclap

(Keepquiet.I'llslapyou)

Shekeptquietandshelookeddown.Minuteslater

whiletheywerestilltalkingaboutKgaogeloa Car

pulledover.Theyalllookedateachotherthenback



atthebigcar.Qhawesteppedoutofthecarand

threwhiscigaretteonthegroundashestompedon

it.Helookedatthemashesteppedinsidetheyard

Auntie:Keofeoyanong?(Whoisthisone)

Hestoppedinfrontofthemasheclenchedhisfists

controllinghimselfandlookedatNene

Qhawe:WhereareRachel'sthings?

Auntie:OraKgaogelo?(YoumeanKgaogelo?)

HeignoredherasNenegotupandsteppedinside

thehouse.Auntielookedathimfromheadtotoe.

Hewasagiantandthewayhewasdressedfreaked

herout.Helookedlikeagangsterandhiseyeswere

cold.Heevenlookedlikehewascontrollinghimself

sobadashekeptclenchinghisjawsandfists.Her

heartpoundedoutofherchestprayingthathe

won'tdoanythingtoher.



NenesteppedoutwithKgaogelo'sbagandhanded

ittoQhawe.

Nene:Sheonlycamewiththis.

Qhawe:Bringhisbrother'sclothestoo.

Tshimollo:WhereareyoutakingKutlwano'sthings?

Nkele:Andwhothehellareyoutodemandthings

fromourhouse?

Ntshidi:Nenewatengleenekeepsgoingupand

downbecauseofhim.

Mamsie:Shehasalwaysbeenherpet.

Qhawefumedwithangerashekickedthesmallfire

withhisbootsuntilitwasoff.Thesisterslookedat

himinshock

Qhawe:IfyousayanythingagainI'llfuckyouup.



Youpatheticlowlifewomen.Yourdaysoftreating

herlikeshe'snotahumanareover.And

wena(lookedattheaunt)IfyoutrytohurtRachel

again,I'llkillyou.I'llburnyouallinthishouse.

Heclickedhistongueandsteppedinsidethehouse

ashelookedforKutlwano'sthings.

Qhawe:Nene.

Sheraninsideandhelpedhim.Oncetheywere

donetheywalkedout

Nene:Thebirthcertificateisalsothere.

Qhawe:ThankyousomuchNene.

HetookhiswalletoutandgaveherR1000.



Qhawe:(Smiled)It'sforlovingyourcousinwhenyour

sisterstreatedherlikeshit.Butyoudeservealot

moreandGodwillblessyou.ThisisnothingYou

areagoodcousinNene.

Shetookthemoneyandshylylookeddownas

Qhawesteppedoutsidetheyardwiththebags.

Auntie:Monnaobathong?Didhejustthreatenme?

Kgaogelosentathugtokillmenow?Heee(Crying)

Nkele:(Scared)Didyouevenseehim?Weneedto

reporthim.

Neneleftthemtalkingandexcitedlysteppedinside

thehouseasshesatontheirolddustycouchwhile

countingthemoney

ThefollowingdayinthemorningIrubbedmyeyes

halfasleepasIfeltagentlesweetthrustonmywet

shavedpussybutitstoppedwhenImoved,Idozed



offagainandfeltaslowthrustthenIopenedmy

eyestoQhaweholdingmywaistdoingingently

Hegotonmybackandkissedmyneckashe

flippedmearoundandlaidmeonmytummywith

myheadonthepillow

Qhawe:(Whispered)Goodmorning.

Me:Good..m..morning.

Heshowedapillowundermytummyandgrabbed

mywaiststeppingonthesheetsthenhehammered

measImoanedloudlygrabbingthesheets...

ThestrokeswentonandonuntilIorgasmedthen

heturnedmearoundandhitituntilhefilledmeup

Qhawe:(kissedmyneckandgentlybitmy

earlobe)I'vepreparedabathforyou.Weleaving



today.

Me:(Smiledshyly)Okay.

Qhawe:(chuckled)What'swrong?

Me:(turnedandlookedathim)Youchuckleweird.

Helookedatmewithasmileandchuckledagain

makingmelaughhardandsoonhejoinedme

Me:(laughed)Stop.

Qhawe:Wellifit'smakingyoulaughthenI'lldoit

againandagain.

IsmiledasIlookedathisprettyfaceaskingmyself

howwegothere.Isthisevenreal?Willwelast?

Qhawe:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:(sighed)Ijustwanttoleave(Climbedoffthe

bed)Goingthereagaininfuriatesmesomuch.



Qhawe:(calm)Aboutthat,Iwenttofetchyourbags

thereyesterday.

Iturnedandlookedathimthennoticedthebagsat

thecorneroftheroom

Me:Chawe.

Qhawe:Youdon'thavetogothereanymore.

Me:Chawemara.WhatdidMamogolosay?What

didyousaytothem?

Qhawe:AmIintrouble?

Me:No.ButIwanttoknow.

Qhawe:(clearedhisthroat)IspokeToNenecause

shewastheonlyoneIknewtherethenshegave

meeverything.

Ilookedathimashemovedaroundpretendingto

searchforsomething.Isuspiciouslylookedathim

asIwalkedtothebathroom.ButAtleastIwon'tgo



thereanymore.

Webothbathed,gotdressedandwenttofetch

KutlwanobeforedrivingofftoJoburg.

AtLesedi'sHouse

Inthesamemorning,ShedishedSoftPorridgefor

hergrandmotherandBrotherastheybothsatinthe

kitchenandthebrotherwalkedtohisroom

Gran:WewouldhavebroughtBreadifthisone

wasn'tathief.Nowthemoneywehaveisfor

importantthingsonlycausehestolesome.

SheclickedhertongueasLesedicircledherspoon

ontheporridgedeepinthoughts



Gran:Imetwithyourmom'soldfriendatthemall

yesterdayandshetoldmeaboutyourfather'skids.

Lesedi:(quicklylookedather)Whatdidshesay?

Gran:Shetoldmethattheoldonewasoverseasor

she'sInSouthAfrica,Idon'trememberbut

somethinglikethat.

Lesedi:Ooh.

Gran:Yeah,theyoungeroneisstillatPotch.

Lesedi:Shedidn'ttellyoutheirnames?YaziGogoI

wanttoknowmysiblings.Ofentsehashisown

familyandhestayswiththem.Ialsowantthat.

Gran:Butyouknowthatyouwon'tstaywiththem

right?Yourdaddied.

Lesedi:(Sadly)IknowbutIwanttohavea

relationshipwiththem.

Gran:(Sighed)Iunderstand.Theirnamesare

KgaomeloandKutano.Idon'tknow.TheseTswana

namesarehardtopronounce.Buttheyareboth

Mathebas.SearchonFacebook.Youmightfind

them.



Shequicklygrabbedherphoneandgoton

FacebookasshecameacrossLikhona'stextand

readit

Likhona:Sorryaboutyesterday.Iwasabit

insensitive.Canwetalktodayplease

Sheclickedhertongueandrepliedherwith"okay"

andsearchedallMatheba'sonFacebookbutshe

couldn'ttellwhotheywereandtheywerelotof

them.Shesadlysighedandputherphonedown

AtIthembaMine

Theminersdugaroundasoneofthemfoundthe

"diamond"andscreamedalertingeveryoneasthey

lookedathimandshoutedandsanghappilywhile

runningtoinform theirboss



....

TheGoodWife

#9

AtIthembaMine

Sambulolookedatthediamondandhandeditover

toZenze

Sambulo:(Smiled)Thisisamiracle.Justlastmonth

welostadiamondandtodaywediscoveredanother

one.Thisisgreat.

Theminersclappedtheirhandshappily

Sambulo:Youguysworkhardandyoudeservethe



best.Youwillget4%increaseattheendofthis

monthonyoursalaries.Siyabonga.

TheminersdancedhappilyasSambulowalked

awayanddialedQhawe

MeanwhileQhawesteppedoutofthecartalkingon

hisphonewhileIopenedthewholewindowand

relaxed.Westoppedatthegarage.Ilookedat

Kutlwanobusytextingonmyphonewithhis

account.Isadlylookedathisface.Hehadablue

eyeandacutonhislip.Theswellingwaslessening

though.

Kutlwano:Thiswitchcan'tstopCalling.

Me:(sighed)I'lltalktoheratnight.

Kutlwano:(lookedatme)Why?Don'tcallher.Idon't

wantanythingtodowiththem.Wearestartingour

newlivesinJoburg.Don'tcomplicateourlives

againwiththosepeople.



IlookedoutsidethewindowandwatchedQhaweas

hesteppedoutoftheshopandwalkedtoourcar.

DaddylookedsogoodinthoseblackAdidas

tracksuits.It'sliketheywerejustmeantforhisbody.

Hesmelledgoodandhadacleancutwithaperfect

smile.DidItelly'allhowmuchhelovesthoseblack

bootsandhowmuchtheysuitedhim?Ohgod!He

steppedinsideandhandedmeaplastic

Qhawe:Ibroughtyouguyssomething.Don'tyou

wanttorelieveyourself?

Me:(tooktheplastic)No.I'lltellyouwhenIwantto.

Qhawe:(leanedoverandkissedme)Okayandyou

ntwana?

Kutlwano:Kegrandntwana.

Welaughedastheydroveoff



AtAuntie'sHouse

NenefinishedPackingherbagsandsighed

steppingoutthehousewhileherkidsstopped

playingandlookedather

Mosa:Mamaoyakae?(Whereyougoing?)

Thesecondbornhuggedherlegsasshesadly

swallowed

Nene:I'mgoingtoGauteng.Mamaisgoingtowork

foryouthengiveyoumoney.JustlikeAunt

KgaogelodidwithKutlwano.

Mosa:(swallowed)Whenwillyoubeback?

Nene:Monthendandit'sjustaroundthecorner.

Don'tcry.I'llcomeandtakeyouwithme.Mosatake

careofyouryoungersiblings.



Mosa'seyesfilledwithtearsashenodded.

Mosa:I'llmissyoumama.

Nene:(tearfully)Metoomybaby.Metoo.Come.

Hewenttoherastheyhuggedwhilethesecond

borncried.Hertwosisterslookedather

Nkele;andthenwena?

Sheignoredherandpickedthesecondborninher

arms

Nene:(tearfully)Mamaiscomingnehmybaby?

She'sgoingtobuyyoudanoneandbanana.

Hecriedkickingandshakinghishead.Nene's

mothergrabbedhimfromNeneashecriedlouder



andkicked

Auntie:Didimala!(shutup)Youspoiledhimsomuch.

Tholawenaman!

ShespankedhimasNonowatched

Nene:Mamahe.ehle.(Mamano)

Auntie:He'llkeepquiet.TsamayaNene.Tsamaya.

(LeaveNene)

TearsstreameddownonNene'scheeksasshe

steppedoutofthehouse

Secondborn:(cryingandscreaming)Mama!Mama!

Ahhhhhh

Nene'sheartbrokeinpiecesasshegotinataxiand



itdroveoffasshecried

AtMcDonald's

LesediateherchipsasLikhonalookedather

Likhona:Youstillhaven'tdecidedaboutwhatyou'll

do?

Lesedi:(sighed)Nonotyet.Mylifeisliterally

messedup.Ican'tthinkproperly.

Likhona:Butyouknowthattimeistickingright.

Lesedi:Iknow.Ihonestlydon'tknowyazi.Let'sjust

forgetaboutitforamoment.It'sdepressingme.

ShegotonherfakeaccountonFacebookand

checkedZenze'sprofile.Hehaspostedhisphoto

withoneofhisbrother'swifecaptioned"Iloveyou

Mama.Can'twaittoseeyou "



Shesighedthenputthephonedown.Hewas

literallymovingonwithhislifelikeshedoesn'texist.

Athome

Qhaweparkedthecarinfrontoftheyardand

steppedoutsidewithKutlwano.Iopenedhis

dashboardandtookhiscigarettesoutandhidthem

onmywaistthensteppedout.Iwatchedthem

chattingandlaughingwithKutlwano.Theyget

alongsowellinjustashortperiodoftime.I'm

happythatit'slikethat.PhelaIdon'twanttwobulls

inmyhouse.

Isteppedinsidethehouse.itlookedemptythoughI

broughtcouchesandasmallplasmaatlewis.

Therewasalotofspace.

Kutlwano:WherewillIputthecoldrink?



Ilookeddowninshame

Qhawe:Leaveitintheplastic.

Kutlwano:Okay.

Hewalkedtowardsmeandleanedoverashestole

akiss

Qhawe:Don'tbesoashamed.You'vejuststarted

workingandit'sunderstandable.

Ilookedathimandsmiled

Qhawe:I'llseeyoutomorrow.Ihavetogo.

Myheartached.WhatifIneverseehimagain?He

sawthefrownonmyfaceasheunderstoodwhatI

wasthinkingandpulledmeclosertohim



Qhawe:(smiled)I'llalwaysbehereforyou.I'mnot

goinganywayMama.

Ismiledrelievedthenwekissedbeforehewalked

out.MinuteslaterIreceivedanotificationonmy

phone.Ireaditasmymouthdropped

Me:whatthefuck?

TOBECONTINUED.....
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Me:Whatthefuck?

FNB::)AtransferofR200000hasbeenmadeto

youraccount-



MyheartpoundedsofastagainstmychestasI

touchedmychestandbreathedinandout.A

messagethenfollowed

"That'sforthefurniture.Callmeifyouneedmore"

Hehasgottobekiddingme.Itwasanunknown

numberbutIknewexactlywhoitwas.I

immediatelydialedhisnumberthenhepicked

Qhawe:I'mdrivingrightnow.I'llcallyouwhenIget

home.

Me:Chawe-

Hehungup.Ilookedattheamountagainand

pacedaroundthewholehouse.

Me:(breathedinandout)Kgaogelocalmdown.Calm

down.



Kutlwano:Keng?

Iignoredhimthencontinuedpacingupanddown.

MinuteslaterIdialedhimagain

Me:Chawehowcanyousendmesomuchmoney?

Qhawe:(smiled)Youaresoimpatientmylove.Isaid

I'llcallyou.ButIjustgothomenow.What'sup

Mama?Talktodaddy.

Me:Howcanyousendsuchahugeamountof

moneyinmyaccount?No,howcanyousendme

money?

Qhawe:Babeit'sforthefurniture.What'swrong?

Shouldn'tIsendyoumoney?

Me:That'sahugeamount.R200000?

Qhawe:Yes.You'llgeteverythingyouneedwiththat

money.IfyouneedmoretellmecauseIwon't

hesitatetoaddmore.

Me:No.Idon'twantyourmoney(sighed)lookIreally



appreciateyoulookingoutformebutIwanttobuy

myfurniturewithmyownmoney.

Qhawe:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'twantmy

money?

Me:ImeanI'llbuyfurniturewithmymoney.

Qhawe:Ooh?

IsensedhurtinthatOohandthatmademefeelso

badbutIdon'twanthismoney.

Qhawe:OkayI'llreversethemoney.

Me:Thankyou.

Qhawe:(Chewing)Mhmm.

Me:(chuckled)Youeating?

Qhawe:(Mouthful)YeahI'msohungry.

Me:(laughed)Youeatalot.

Qhawe:Wheredidyouseemeeat?

Me:(laughed)Inthecar.YouandKutlwanoliterally



finishedeverything.

Qhawe:(smiled)Iwasn'teatingalone.

Me:Butstill.(welaughed)

Qhawe:AZulumanhastoeat.

Me:(laughed)Isee.

Qhawe:I'llfetchyoutomorrowmorningangithiyou

don'thaveacaryetyoudon'tacceptmymoney.

You'llstruggle.

Me:(laughed)Bathong.

Qhawe:Awholedoctor.Iwantedtobuyyouacaron

yourbirthdaybutsinceyoudon'twantmymoneyI'll

keepit.IhavemoneyandthatR200000didn'thurt

mypocket.Ialsobelieveinspendingmoneyon

someoneyoulo-careabout.ButIrespectwhatyou

said.Iknowmoneydoesn'tbuypeoplebutIwanted

youtogetwhatyouwant.Ididn'tlikehowyou

lookeddowninshamewhenKutlwanoaskedwhere

toputthecoldrink.

Me:...

Qhawe:AmIallowedtobuyyouflowersthough?



Me:(smiled)Yesyouareallowed.Aboutthemoney

baby,it'salot.Ijustcoul-

Qhawe:Saythatagain.

Me:ImeantYouareallowedtobuymeflowersbut

don'tgivemethatkindofmoney.

Qhawe:Beforethat.

Me:(confused)What?

Qhawe:Baby?

Me:...

Qhawe:(laughed)Youdidn'tevenrealizethatyou

saidthat.Pleasecallmethatmoreoftenandstop

pronouncingmynameinTswana.

Me:(laughed)I'mreallybadinthoseCha-Cha

sounds.

Qhawe:(Laughed)Qha!ButI'llteachyou(yawned)

Me:Youtired?

Qhawe:Yeahbuttalktome.



IsmiledasIwalkedtomyroomandlaiddownon

mybedaswespoke

AtJohannesburg

Neneswallowedhardasshelookedatmanypeople

movingupanddown.Thecitywasverybusyanda

littleterrifying.TheTallbeautifulbuildings,Lotof

people,cars,taxisandloudnoises.Shedidn'teven

knowwhereBreeTaxirankwasbutthedriver

droppedheratBreewhichisverystrangecause

shecouldn'tseeit.Therewereonlytaxisdriving

peopletotheirdestinations.Therankwasnowhere

tobeseen.Shespottedawomansellingfruitsand

theotheronesbesidesher.Sheslowlywalked

towardshersinceshehadnocustomersand

seemednice.

Nene:Dumelang(Greetings)

Woman:Yebosisiunjani?OrangeisR3,AppleR2.



GrapesR7.

Nene:OohMamannakenekopaompontsheko

BreeTaxirankelengteng(Canyoupleaseshowme

whereBreeTaxirankis)

Woman:Bree(pointedout)ileemzansi.(Downthere)

Justgodownthatway.You'llseethestairsgoing

down.

Nene:oohokay.Kalebogamama(Thankyou)

Woman:(smiled)Okaysesi.

Neneheldherbagstightasshewentonthesame

roadthatthewomanshowedheruntilshefound

thestairsandwentdownthereasshesighed

relievedwhenshenoticedthetaxis.Shewouldhave

neverfoundthemifshedidn'task.TheTaxi

conductorstoppedinfrontofher

TaxiC:Uyaphisisi(Whereyougoing)

Nene:Soweto.



Taxi:Sowetokuphi?

Nene:uh.

ShethoughttherewasonlyoneSoweto.Herheart

poundedsohardagainstherchestasherpalmsgot

sweaty.Hersisterdidn'teventellherwhichSoweto

shewassupposedtogoto.Whatdoesshesaynow?

TaxiC:Sisi?

Nene:(swallowed)Idon'tknow.

TaxiC:WehaveOrlando,Protea

glen,Naledi,Diepkloof,Mapetla.Uyaphiwena?

Shelookedathimconfusedashegrabbedherarm

andgotherinataxi.

TaxiC:It'lltakeyoutoOrlando(shouted)Soweto

Orlando!Orlando



HewalkedawayasNene'sheartpoundedmore

whileshelookedaroundconfused.

AtAuntie'sHouse

ShelaidNene'slastbornonthebedasshecried

loudly.

Auntie:(Angrily)Ngwanakio.Ngwanakiooratago

lla.Nnahakenanakoyagodidimatsadirathana.

Shewalkedoutsidewithherphoneleavingher

crying.Mosasecretlyrantothebedroomandhe

heldhislittlesisterinhissmallarmsasshushed

her.

Mosa:(Tearfully)SshNeo.Ssh.Mamaiscoming.

Mamaiscomingtogetus.She'llbringusdanone.



Lotsofdanoneandmeat.

NeoContinuedcryingasMosasearchedforher

bottleandfedhertheremainingmilkinsidethe

bottle.Shestoppedcryingasshesuckedhungrily.

Mosa:(Smiled)Goodgirl.

MeanwhileoutsideAuntiespoketoMphoonthe

phone

Auntie:Neneisonherwaythere.Omo

kgathanyetse(Waitforher)

Mpho:BoNenelebonebatlogotlalakantloyame.

FirstitwasKgaogelonowher.

Auntie:She'syourSisterMphoandit'snotlikeshe'll

staythereforever.She'lllookforajobandmoveout

after.Bearwithher.She'syoursister.

Mpho:(sighed)OkayMama.Ketlareng(Whatcani



say)

Auntie:HeiIforgottotellyou.YourcousinKgaogelo

broughtherthugboyfriendinmyhouseyesterday

tothreatenmeandforcefullytakeKutlwano's

things.AftereverythingIdidforthem,shegoesand

doesthistome.

Mpho:Itoldyoutokickthemoutimmediatelyafter

theyforcedyoutotakecareofthem.Theywere

neveryourresponsibility.Kgaogeloispridefuland

nowthatshe'sadoctor,she'sworse.Igaveherfree

accommodationinmyhousenowshedoesn'teven

lookinmydirectionorcallmeatleastcauseshe

getsalargesalary.Shethinksshe'sKim

Kardashian.

Auntie:HaiShe'llgetherkarma.Igaveher

everythingaftermysisterdied,Itookherofherand

shedoesthis?(Clickedhertongue)Shedoesn't

evenanswermycalls.

Mpho:Motlogele(Leaveheralone)

Auntie:(Clickedhertongue)Sharp.

Mpho:Sharp.



Shehangupandsteppedinsidethehouse.She

noticedoneofhergrandkidsstealingsugaronthe

cupboard

Auntie:(shouted)HeiiWena.Heii!

Thesmallkidpanickedasheranout.

AtOrlando

ThedriverstaredatNeneonthemirrorasShe

swallowednervously.Shewastheonlyoneleftand

itwasalreadydarkoutside.

Driver:Uyaphiwenasisi(Whereareyougoing)

Nene:(Tearfully)Idon'tknow.Mysistertoldmeto

goSoweto.



Taxi:Sowetokuphi(Sowetowhere)

Nene:Idon'tknow.

Driver:HaiInkingaleo.AsyoucanseeSisiwamyou

aretheonlyoneleftinthetaxiandIneedtogoand

collectmylastpassengers.I'llhavetodropyou

here.

Nene:Yoh.Here?Pleasehelpmefindmysister.I'm

newhereand-

Driver:Ican't.Itwouldhavebeeneasyhadyour

sistertoldyouwhereshelives.Ngiyaxolisa(I'm

sorry)

Nene:(Tearfully)Okay.

Hestoppedthetaxiassheopenedthedoorand

steppedoutthenthedriverimmediatelydroveoff.

Shelookedaroundscaredasherheartpounded

againstherchest.Shedidn'tevenknowwheretogo

orwhattodo.Shedidn'tevenhaveaphone.She

noticedfourguysheadingherdirectionasherheart

skipped.



TOBECONTINUED...

(Threeinsertswillfollowsoon.Solongkeep

sharingandcommenting.GuysifIdon't

communicateitmeansI'mliterallyheldupandI

can'ttypeordoanything.Insultingmeonmyinbox

isnotright.AndThat'saverydisgustingbehavior.

"Iwantmyairtime.Uyimenemene"TF!Youwant

yourairtimekaecauseonlythreesentmeairtime.

Like!!PlusIknowwhosentandwhodidn't.I'mso
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Ngiyimenemenestopfollowingmystoriesand
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Sheheldherbreathasthesefourguysapproached

her.Theystoppedandlookedatherasthey

exchangedlooksliketheywerecommunicating



Guy1:(lookedatherfromheadtotoe)Yah.

Guy2:Uyaphimamas(Whereyougoing)

Nene:(Stuttering)S..soweto.

Guy3:Lethimali(Hangoveryourmoney)

Theotherguysnatchedherhandbagasshe

screamedloudly

Guy2:Aiwenauyarasa(Youaremakingnoise)

Tearsrolleddownonhercheeksastheytookallthe

moneyshehad

Nene:(crying)Pleasedon'tdothistome.Please.

Guy2:Uyarasaman!(Youaremakingnoise)



Hepulledherclosertohimashesearchedfor

moneyonherwholebodyevenwentasfaras

searchingonherbraandpanty.

Nene:(Crying)Mama.Yoh.

Helethergoandlookedattheotherguys

Guy2:Akanexkuye.KuneMalinilapho(Shedoesn't

havemoneyonher.Howmuchdidyougetinher

bag)

Guy3:R650.

Guy2:(Smiled)Yizo.

Guy1:(lookedatNene)Futsekhamba.

Hekickedherasshecriedloudly.

Nene:(Crying)Sorry.



Theotherguybrieflylookedathertinybodythen

backattheotherguys.Shehadasmallass,waist

andsmallandbreasts.Anoldjeanthatshewas

wearingfittedherwell

Guy1:(Swallowed)Bafethu.(Gents)

Guy2:(Lookedathim)Yah?

Guy3:Masemudle(Let'sfuckher)

Theguyslookedatherastheyswallowed.They

exchangedlooksthennoddedasOneofthem

quicklygrabbedherarmwhileshebentoverpicking

herstuffonthegroundanddraggedinthedark

Nene;(Crying)Ntlogeleng.Mama!Mama.

Mpho(Leavemealone)

Guy1:(Slappedher)Thula(Shutup)

Nene:(Cryingandscreaming)Bathongnthuseng.



Help!Mama!Yohh!

Theyallheldherandcoveredhermouthasthey

draggedher.Meanwhileamaninoverallswalked

towardsthestreetashenoticedfourguysholdinga

girlwhileshecriedandkicked.Hisheartskipped

thenheranovertothem.

Man:(Deepvoice)Heinina.

Theguyspanickedandquicklyletgoofherasthey

ranoff.Nenecriedloudlyasherwholebodyshook.

Themanlookedatherandgrabbedherarmhelping

hergetup

Man:(Worried)Areyouokay?Didtheyhurtyou?

Nene:(Crying)No.Buttheywantedtorapeme.

Man:(Swallowed)Whereyougoing?

Nene:(Shaking)Idon'tknow.I'mnewhere.



Man:Okaycome.I'lltakeyoutomyhouse.We'lltalk

properlywhenwegetthere.

Nenelookedathimasherheartpoundedagainst

herchest.Shecouldn'tproperlyseehiminthedark

buthelookedbigandscaryespeciallywiththat

deepvoice.Shewasnotgoinganywherewithhim.

Man:Iknowyoudon'ttrustmebutIwon'tdo

anythingtoyou.IstaywithmydaughterandI'll

nevereverthinkofdoinganythingtoyou.

Neneslowlynoddedassheclenchedherfists

nervously.Themanwenttotakeherbagsand

walkedwithhertohishouse.ItwasjustanRDP

althoughtheyardwasbig.Theysteppedinsideas

Nenelookedaround.Hehadasmall

plasma,couchesandabeautifulkitchenthatyou

canseeonceyougetinthelounge.



Man:Youcansitonthecouch.

Shewentoverandsatonthecouch.Hereyes

stoppedonabigphotoofhimandhisdaughter

pluggedonthewall.Hehadaverybeautiful

daughterandhelookedhandsomeinthepicture.

Hewasbrownskinnedandhaddimplesthathis

daughterinherited.Althoughinrealityhehad

beardsandhewasn'tverygoodlooking.

Hecamebackwithglassofcoldwater.

Man:Ibroughtyouwater.

Nene:Thankyou.

Shetooktheglassandgulpedthewaterdownas

herhandsshook.Thenshehandedhimbackonce

shewasdone



Nene:Thankyou.

Themannoddedashewalkedbacktothekitchen.

Thedooropenedandhisdaughterraninwitha

womancarryingher

schoolbag.

Daughter:Daddy!

Sherantothekitchenashepickedherup.The

womanlookedatNenefromheadtotoe

Man:(Smiled)Helloprincess.Howwasyourdayat

school?

Daughter:Good.Idrewakite,Acatandadog.

Man:(Smiled)That'smygirl.

Woman:HelloMusa.

Musa:(Lookedather)Heythankyouforlooking



afterher.

Woman:Cool.(LookedatNene)Who'sthis?

Daughter:Yeswho'sthiswomanDaddy?Issheyour

friend?

Musa:Yesshe'smyfriend.(lookedatthe

woman)ThankyouShamiso.Goodnight.

Shamiso:Goodnight.

ShelookedatNeneonceandwalkedoutasMusa

lockedthedoor.

Musa:Didyoudoyourhomework?

Daughter:Yes!

Musa:Okaygoandwatchtvwithauntie.Switchit

onforher.

Sheexcitedlyclimbedoffherdadandwentto

switchontheTV.MusaandNeneunexpectedly



lockedeyesasNenequicklylookedawaywitha

poundingheart

Daughter:(lookedatNene)Auntiedoyouknowhow

toswitchonthetv?

Musa:IthanaleaveAuntiealoneandwatchTV.I'm

makingfoodnowokay?Don'tdisturbAuntie.

Ithana:(Nodded)Okay.

Musawalkedtothekitchenandstartedcooking.

IthanalookedatNeneasshenervouslysatnextto

her

Ithana:What'syournameAuntie?Doyouknow

Ladybugandcatnoir?

Nene:(Smiled)No.

Ithana:Whatdoyouwatch?Letmechangethe

channelforyou.



ShetooktheremoteandchangedtoSABC1.Nene

smiledandrelaxedasshelookedather.She

remindedherofMosa.

Ithana:YouwatchSkeemsaam?

Nene:(laughed)Yes.

Shecontinuedtalkingandexplainingthecharacters

toNeneasNenelaughed

AtHome

IlookedatmyphoneagainasAuntiecalledme

repeatedly.Iignoreditthentookmynightlotionand

applieditonmyface.Kutlwanowalkedinmyroom

andthrewhimselfonmybed

Kutlwano:I'mtirednow,Iwanttosleep.



Me:Sleep.

Hesighedaslookedatmeapplyingthelotionon

myface

Me:OnceIbuyyouanewbed,you'llsleepinyour

ownroom.Didyouseeit?It'snexttomine.

Kutlwano:IsawitandIloveit.Thishouseis

beautifulevenwithoutthefurniture.

Me:Forreal?

Kutlwano:Yeah.Thecouchesarebeautifulandthe

TV.Ican'twaittoseethewholehousewiththefull

furniturein.

Me:(Smiled)Nextmonthit'llbefull.Thefridgewillbe

here,Cupboard,Yourdrawerandyourbed.

Kutlwano:(Smiled)IfeelsorelievedthatI'mhere.

Me:(Smiled)Metoo.

Kutlwano:I'mhappythatyoubroughtmehereand

tookmeoutofthathellhole.(Satup)Soschool?



WhenamIstarting?

Me:Idon'tknowbuttomorrowI'mgoingtoregister

youatthisprivateschoolinJozi.

Kutlwano:DotheyteachSetswanatoo?

Me:Yep.

Itookmygownoffandlaiddownnexttohim.

Kutlwano:Theyhavewhitestudents?

Me:Yeah.

Kutlwano:EishnowI'llbeforcedtospeakEnglish

everyday.

Me:(laughed)Don'tworryyou'llmanage.

Kutlwano:Dotheyhavesoccergrounds?

Me:(laughed)EyaKutlwano.Theyhaveeverything.

You'llseeforyourselftomorrow.

Kutlwano:Eishokay.



Helookedsoexcitedandthatmademesohappy.It

stillfeelssosurrealthathe'shere.Ilaidmyheadon

thepillowasheaskedmemorequestionsthen

eventuallywefellasleep

AtSambulo'sHouse

HelookedatQhawelostinthoughts

Sambulo:Whatareyouthinkingabout?Areyou

havingsecondthoughts?Youknowyouhavetodo

this.EvaiscomingandIcan'tleave.

Qhawe:Fuck!There'salwaystroubleanddrama.We

literallyjustcamebackyesterday.

Sambulo:There'salwaystroubleinthisbusiness.

Qhawe:I'llleavetomorrowat9.

Sambulo:Passherefirst.

Qhawe:(walkingaway)Iwon'thavetime.Goodnight.



Hesteppedoutsideandwalkedtohiscar.Whenhe

gotthere,heopeneditandsteppedinside.He

searchedforhiscigarettesbutcouldn'tfindthem.

Qhawe:WheredidIputthesedamncigarettes?

Hesighedaslookedaroundbutdidn'tfindthem.He

recalledwhenKgaogelostayedinthecaralone

whilehewasinthehousewithherbrother.He

shookhisheadashelookedoutsideandsmiledas

hefinallyunderstood.

Qhawe:(Smiled)DoctorRachelMatheba.Youbetter

bringbackmycigarettes.

TOBECONTINUED....
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AtHome

InthemorningIsatacrossthemirrorasIdrewmy

eyebrowscorrectlyandpuffedmyface.OnceIwas

donewiththewholemakeupIputonmyblacktight

leatherskirtwhichhuggedmyhipsnicelyandwore

awhitecroptopwithmyblackcrossedhighheels.

Kutlwanoleanedagainstthedoorincasualand

lookedatme

Me:(Puttingonmycurlyweave)Youdone?

Kutlwano:YesI'monlywaitingforyounow.

Me:(Brushedmyweave)uhmokay.I'mfinishing

rightnow.

Kutlwano:Youtookonehourtodeckyourselfup.

Me:Yeah.Ihavetolookgoodkana.

Kutlwano:(Smiled)Andyoulookgood.Itwasall

worthit.



Me:(laughed)Yep.Youmadeyourselfcornflakes?

Kutlwano:Yeah.

Me:Pleasemakesomeformeandaddstrawberries.

Theyareinaplastic.

Kutlwano:AhahStrawberries.

Me:Yes.Hurryupweneedtoleavenow.

Hesighedashewalkedtothekitchen.Isprayed

myselfwithaperfumeandlookedatmyselfagain

inthemirrorbeforeIgotupandtookmybelongings.

Icheckedmyphoneandfoundatextmessagefrom

Qhawe.IsmiledasIreadit

"Don'teatanything.I'mtakingyououtforbreakfast

withKutwano "

IlaughedatthewrongspellingofKutlwano.Itexted

back.



"Okay "

HeimmediatelycalledasIpicked

Qhawe:(lowtone)Hey.

Me:(Smiled)Heyhowareyou?

Qhawe:I'mgood.Openthedoor.

Me:Uhmokay.

IwentandopenedthedoorasIcameacrosshis

handsomeface.

Me:(Smiled)Hey.Whendidyougetthere?

Qhawe:(Kissedme)Justnow.

Me:(Blushed)Okaygetin.

Ilethiminsideandclosedthedoor.Ilookedathis



sexywalkandsmiledalone.Hewalkedsosexyand

hadgoodphysique.Hesmelledmanlyanddressed

simpleyetattractive.

Qhawe:(ToKutlwano)Ntwana.

Kutlwano:Fede.

Qhawe:Ugrand?

Kutlwano:(Smiled)Kemnate.

Qhawe:Surentwanayami.

Isatnexttohimashelookedatmeandgaveme

thiscutesidesmile

Qhawe:(Smiled)WherearemycigarettesDoctor

Rachel?

Me:(laughed)Idon'tknow.

Qhawe:(Smiled)Thenwhyyoulaughing?

Me:(Laughed)Okayokay.Ithrewthemaway.



CigarettesarenotgoodforyouChawe.I'madoctor

andIknowbetter.

Qhawe:Isit?

Me:(Sighed)Yes.Pleasestopsmoking.

Qhawe:(calm)Iwon'tbeableto.

Me:Ooh?

Qhawe:Yeah.(Gotup)Let'sgo.I'mtakingyououtto

havebreakfastthentakeyoustraighttoschooltoo.

Kutlwano:(Smiled)Where?

Qhawe:You'llsee.Let'sgo.

HelookedatmeandpulledmyhandasIgotup

whilepullingmydressdownalittle.

Kutlwano:IalreadymadehercornflakesbutIguess

I'llleavethemhere.

Qhawe:Yesleavethem.Goandsitinthecar.Wait

thereanddon'tgoout.



Kutlwano:(Smiled)Sure

Hegrabbedmyphoneandexcitedlyranoutside.

Qhawebithislowerlipandlickedhisblacklipsas

helookedatme

Qhawe:Youshouldn'thavewornitifyouweregoing

topulliteverychanceyouget.

Me:(Swallowed)

Qhawe:(Pulledmecloser)Youlookbeautiful.

Iheldmybreathashepulledmemoreclosertohim

andgrabbedmyasstight.

Helookedat"her"innocenteyesandswallowed

hard.Hethoughtit'lljustbesexbutwhathewas

feelingwasmorethanthat."She"lookedvery

beautifulandhadaninnocentroundface.Babygirl

evencaredabouthishealth.Shewasjusttoogood



forherandheknewthatshewouldn'thandlehim.

Noonewilleverwill.

Hetuckedmyweavebehindmyearandkissedme

hardwithhishandatthebackonmyhead.I

moanedinhismouthasthingsgotheated.He

grabbedmybreastsasImoanedsoftlyand

#REMOVED

Ivibratedinhisarmsasheheldontometightand

filledmeupwithhiswarmcum.Ibreathedheavily

inhismouthashesqueezedmybodyinhishuge

arms.

Me:(Pulledout)Chawe.

HewasstillkissingmeandIcouldn'tbreathe.He

babykissedmeashismintybreathhitmeonmy

face.



Qhawe:(Breathingheavily)Youtastesogood.

Me:(Smiled)

Qhawe:Let'sgotothebathroomandfreshenedup.

Me:Okay.

Hepickedmeuponthecouchandwalkedwithme

tothebathroom.Wefreshenedupandjoined

Kutlwanointhecarlikenothinghappenedashe

droveustotherestaurant

AtMusa'sHouse

Hesteppedinsidehisdaughter'sroomandwatched

asshesleptpeacefullywithNene.Sheseemedso

comfortablearoundherasshehadherheadonher

chestandlegsonhertinybody.Theylookedvery

goodanditwasabeautifulsighttowatch.Hetook

hisphoneoutandtookseveralpictures.



Feelinglikesomeoneislookingather,Neneslowly

openedhereyesandscannedaroundtheroomand

yawned.Musaclearedhisthroatandlookedather

Musa:Hey.

Nene:(lookedathim)Hey.

ShelookedatIthanathenatMusaandslowly

pushedherfromherasshecoveredherwitha

blanket.

Musa:(laughed)Shedoesn'tknowhowtosleep.I

hopeshedidn'tkickyousohardatnight?

Nene:(laughed)No.ButBesidesthatI'musedto

sleepingwithkids.Mykidskickmesohardevery

nightthatI'msousedtoitbynow.

Musa:Youhavekids?Howmany?

Nene:3.Twoboysandonegirl.

Musa:(Smiled)That'snicebutI'msuretheygiveyou



aheadache.(Theylaughed)

Nene:Youhavenoidea.Kidsarealotofwork.

Musa:(laughed)Tellmeaboutit.

TherewasanawkwardsilenceasMusaClearedhis

throatandplayedwithhisbeard

Musa:Uhm,youcangotothebathroomandfreshen

up.I'llwakeIthanaup.

Nene:Isshegoingtoschool?Icangetherready

Musa:Really?

Nene:Yeah.

ShegotupandwokeIthanaupasMusawatched.

Ithana:(sleepy)LetmesleepAuntie.

Nene:Youneedtogotoschoolcomeon.Thebus

willleaveyou.



Ithana:Whichbus?

Musa:(laughed)Shegotoschoolaroundhere.

Nene:Oh.

Musa:Yes.Letmegoanddishupasyouguysget

ready.

Nene:Okay.

HesteppedoutasNenecarriedIthanainherarms

andwalkedtothebathroom.Theyallgotreadyand

walkedtotheloungewhereMusawassittingwhile

theychattedandlaughed.

Ithana:DadyoumadeRussians?Ithoughtthere

wereonlymeantforourlunchboxes?

Musa:Y..Yeah.TakeyourfoodandeatIthana.

Ithanda:(Satdown)Okay.

Nenealsosatdownonthecouchastheystarted



eatinginsilence.

Musa:Doyouknowyoursister'snumber?(Handed

herhisphone)Youcancallher.

Nene:(Shyly)Thankyou.

Shedialedhermother'snumberasshepicked

Auntie:Hello?

Nene:Mama.

Auntie:Neneweehwhereareyou?Mphocalledme

yesterdayandtoldmethatyouneverwentthere.

Nene:I'mhereMama.I'minGauteng.Igotlostand

(lookedatMusa)Gotmugged.Theytookallmy

moneyandalmostrapedme.

Auntie:What?Areyouokay?

Nene;(sighed)YeahI'mfine.PleasetellMphoto

fetchme.



Auntie:Okaeyanong(Whereareyou)

Nene:SowetoOrlando.

Auntie:Lewenaodiraengkoo?(Whatareyoudoing

there)

Nene:I'llexplainlater.Pleasetellhertocomeand

fetchme.Wherearethekids?Aretheyokay?

Auntie:Basharp.Mosakiowatshamakaha(They

areokay.Mosaishereplaying)

Nen:(sighedrelieved)Okay.Sharp.Batlhokomele

hleMama(Takecareofthem)

Auntie:Keiraengnoukante(WhatamIdoingnow)

Nene:Sharp.

AuntiehungupasNenehandedMusahisphone

back

Nene:(lowtone)Mysisterwillcomeandfetchme.

Musa:Okay.



AtTheRestaurant

IlookedatQhaweagainashestaredatmewhile

Kutlwanoplayedwithmyphoneandsecretlytook

pictures

Thewaitressbroughtourordersaswestarted

eating.Qhaweonlyorderedadrink.Idon'teven

understandwhyhe'sdrinkingatthistime.Hewas

veryweirdtoday

Me:(Mouthful)Kutlwanoputthephonedownand

starteating.

Kutlwano:Okay.(ToQhawe)Didyouwatchthegame

yesterday?

Qhawe:(Smiled)Yeah.Itwasagreatmatch.Chelsea

neverdisappoint.Youshouldjoinmesoyoucan

celebrateeverytime.



Kutlwano:(laughed)Ahnever.ManchesterUnitedis

myfavoriteandIwon'tswitchup.Imagine

abandoningThe

GOAT,Fernandes,Pogba,Greenwood,Shaw,Sancho,R

ashford,Lingard-

Me:Don'ttellmeyougoingtomentionallofthem.

Qhawelaughed

Kutlwano:Ifyoudidn'tstopmeIwouldhave.

Qhawe:(laughed)Yekelaumtwana(Leavehim)

Kutlwano:(laughed)Haii

Weallateastheyspokeaboutthegamethenonce

weweredoneQhawepaidandledustotheparking

lot.Isteppedinsideandstrappedonmyseatbeltas

Kutlwanogotintheback.Qhawestoodoutsideand

tookcigarettesoutofhispocketthenlitone.We

lockedeyesashesighedthenthrewitaway.I

sighedrelievedthenhegotinsideanddroveusto



school

AtSambulo'sHouse

EvasteppedinsidewithherhugebagsasNani

excitedlywalkedtowardsher.

Nani:(Smiled)Eva.

TheyhuggedtightlyasEvasmiled.

Eva:(Smiled)Howareyou?Ihopeyou'vebeentaking

careofmyhusband.

Nani:(Smiled)Ofcourse.Youknowme.

Eva:(Smiled)Ngiyazima.Uphiyena(Iknow.Where

ishe)

Nani:Hewenttothemine.



NanitookonesuitcaseasEvatookthebags.

Eva:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Shelookedaroundthewholehouse.Itwasclean

andsmelledgood.SheknewNaniwouldtakecare

ofherhomenicelyhenceshetrustedherandleft

hertotakecareofitandherhusband

Eva:Itlookssoclean.Ngiyabongama.

Nani:Haiit'sokay.It'smyjobafterall.Doyouwant

juiceoryourfavoritelimetea?

Eva:Nodon'tworry.Letmemakemyselftea.Sit

down.Let'scatchup.

NanismiledandsatdownasEvamadeteaforthem.

AtMusa'sHouse



Nenesighedheavilyasshesatdownonthecouch.

Thehousewasnowcleanandsmelledfresh.She

openedallthewindowsandmadesurethatfresh

airgotin.It'stheleastshecandoafterthisgood

manaccommodatedherandsavedherfromthose

thugs.ShelookedatMusa'sphoneagainwaiting

forMphotocallbuttherewasnothing.Ifonlyshe

knewKgaogelo'snumberorMusa'scouldaskfor

hernumberfromhermother.Whydidn'tshethink

aboutit?Shequicklydialedhermotheragain

Auntie:OgolatileMpho(DidMphofetchyou)

Nene:Noebilekitlhobogile(I'vegivenup)

Auntie:Okatla(She'llcome)

Nene:MamapleasegivemeKgaogelo'snumber.I

knowshe'llcomeandget-

Auntie:(Angrily)HeiiIdon'twantyouanywherethat

witch.Shesentherthugboyfriendtothreatenus.

Nowshe'snotansweringmycalls.Stopbeing



Kgaogelo'slapdog.Leaveheralone.Akereeneke

mohuminou(She'srichnow)

Nene:(sighed)Mama-

Auntie:(shouted)Neneskabatlagontena.Leave

thatwitchalone.Mphowillcomeandfetchyou.

Sheclickedhertongueandhungup

Auntie:(lookedatMosa)Mmagoobatlagontena

wena(Yourmotherwantstoirritateme)

ShesteppedinsidethehouseandheldNene'slast

borninherarmsasshecriedloudly

Auntie:Shupupwena!

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital



WesatinthecarsilentlyasIdecidedtocleartheair

andspoke.

Me:I'mhappythatKutlwanoisaccepted.

Qhawe:Yeah.

Me:uhm,letmegetgoing.Myshiftisabouttostart.

Helookedatmeandleanedoverashekissedme

Qhawe:(Carelessmycheek)Haveagreatday.

Me:(Smiled)Youtoo.ChaweIdon'twanttocome

acrossasabadpersonbutsmokingisnotreally

goodforyourhealth.

Qhawe:(sighed)Iknow.Butit'llhelpsme.

Me:How?

Qhawe:I'mdealingwithalotofthingsandithelps

methroughthem.

Me:(sighed)Okay.IunderstandbuttakeiteasyandI



hopeyou'lltellmeaboutthosethingssowecango

throughthemtogether.Bye.Ineedtogo.

Qhawe:Goodbye.

MyheartpoundedasIlookedathim.ItfeltlikeI

wasseeinghimforthelasttime.Andalsotheway

hesaid"Goodbye".IsweartoGodifheleavesfor

monthsordaysthistime,I'mendingwhateverwe

have.I'mnothisslut.

Me:(swallowed)Bye.

IsteppedoutsideandlookedathimasIturnedmy

backandsteppedinsidethehospitalwithaheavy

heart.Hewaitedformetogetinthehospitaland

droveoff.

TOBECONTINUED.....

TheGoodWife



#13

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

Isteppedinsideandwenttothereceptionistdesk.

Receptionist:(Smiled)GoodMorningDoctor.

Me:(FadeSmile)GoodMorning.

Iswipedmycardonthemachinebutitdidn'twant

to.

Me:(Angrily)What'swrongwiththismachine?

Receptionist:Tryagain.

Iswipedagainbutitdidn'twantto.Itkeptgivingme

thisredlight.



Me:(Annoyed)Urghhh.Kantekeng?

Ifeltsomeoneholdingmyhandandhelpedme

swipeasthemachineturnedgreen.Ilookedupand

sighedwhenIsawwhoitwas

Vhutshilo:(Smiled)Youareinaverybadmood

henceyoucan'tevenswipeyourcardcorrectly.

Me:...

Vhutshilo:Youknowyoucan'tattendpatientslike

thisright?.

Me:(Sighed)Thankyouforhelpingme.

Vhutshilo:What'sgoingon?

Me:Nothing.

HefollowedbehindmeasIwalkedtoourlockers.



Vhutshilo:Didyouhearthatthere'sanewsenior

doctorintheblock.Hewastransferredhere.

Me:(unlockedmylocker)Ooh?

Vhutshilo:Yeah.Iheardhe'samazing.Hecame

fromtheKhoza'sprivatehospital.

Me:Andcamehere?

Vhutshilo:(laughed)Dudetellmeaboutit.

IshookmyheadasIputallmythingsinmylocker

andlockedit

Vhutshilo:He'llbeworkingalongsidewithotherfirst

yearresidents.Ibadlywantedtoworkwithhim.

Me:Shame.

Vhutshilo:It'ssonicetobeaseniordoctor.Imagine

seeingyournameonthesurgeryboard,handlingthe

OT,givinginstructions.(Sighed)Youhavetowork

hardtogetonthatlevel.

Me:Yah.



Vhutshilo:IsawyousteppingoutofRollsRoyce.

Was-

Me:(Sighed)DoctorMudawuplease.

Vhutshilo:(laughed)WowI'mDoctorMudawunow.

Me:(Angrily)Justshutup.Oratadilonkareo

mosadi.Justleavemealone.Idon'tlikeyou.

Igrabbedmycoatandworeitthensteppedout.

Vhutshilolookedathimashisbloodboiled

AtSambulo'sHouse

HehurriedinsideandlockedeyeswithEvawho

wasinaredandblacklingerie.Hisheartskippeda

bit.Shelookedsohealthyandthick.Itlookedlike

thesurgerydidn'tcauseanydamagetoher.

Eva:(Smiled)Welcomehomemydearhusband.



Herushedtoherandhuggedhertightly.

Sambulo:(Emotional)Eva.

Eva:(Tearfully)Imissedyou.

Sambulo:(Kissedher)Imissedyoutoo.Areyou

okay?Didthesurgery-

Eva:Calmdown.I'lltellyou.Sitdown.

Hesatdownandheldbothherhands.

Eva:(Smiled)I'mokaysthandwaSam.Ididn'tlieto

you.AftersixweeksIrecovered.

Shepulledherhandsfromhimandshowedhimher

medicalfileashelookedatitconfused

Eva:IdidLaparoscopicsurgeryanditwas



successful.(Lookeddown)Sonomoreunbearable

menstruationpains,Nomoremiscarriagesbutwe

mustnotrushpregnancyfirst.It'lljusthappen

naturally.

Sambulo:(sighedrelieved)Ofcourse.Yourhealth

comesfirst.Ididn'tbelieveyouwhenyoutoldme

causeIknowhowyouare.ThankGod!

Eva:(laughed)Idon'twantyoutogetworkedup

unnecessarily.I'monHormonetreatmentnow.It

makesthepain-freeperiodlongerbypreventingthe

growthofaneworreturningofEndometriosis.

Sambulo:(sighed)That'sgood.TothinkthatI

thoughtexperiencingpainwhileyouareonyour

periodisnormal.Ifitwasn'tforyourmiscarriagewe

wouldn'thavefoundoutabouttheendometriosis.

Eva:Iknow.Itisnormaltoexperiencepainwhen

youareonyourperiodbutitshouldn'thurtlike

that,toapointwhereitisunbearableandyoubleed

heavily.It'snotnormal.Periodpainsshouldn'tbe

thatintense.

Sambulo:(kissedher)IknowSthandwasam.I'm



justhappythatyouarehere.

Eva:(Smiled)Metoo.

Shegotup

Eva:(Smiled)Ipreparedyourfavoritemeal.

Sambulo:(Smiled)MhmmBringiton.I'mstarving.

There'sdesertright?

Eva:(Smiled)Yes.Thatdesert.

HebithislowerlipasEvalaughed.Shehandedhim

hisfoodandsatnexttohimandwatchedhimeat

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

Iflickedtheflashlightintheoldwoman'seyes.



Nurse:Doctor,Thereportisinthelab,thebloodand

othersamples.

Me:(Nodded)OkayIneedtocheckthem.Everything

seemsfine.Itlookslikeanaemia.Pleasegoandget

thosereportssoIcanbesure.

Nurse:Okay.

ShesteppedoutasIlookedbackattheoldwoman

Her:(Sighed)HaiiIt'sjustoldage.Mytimehascome.

Me:(laughed)Nonotatall.Thisisdefinitelynotyour

time,youstillhavetolivekana.I'llgetthisunder

control.You'llbeokay.

Her:(chuckled)OkayMntanamiifyousayso.Itrust

you.

ThenursecamebackwiththereportsasIbriefly

studiedthem



Me:Uhm,itlookslikeYoualsofellweakbecauseof

lowhemoglobin(Lookedatthenurse)Gettwoblood

transfusions.

Shehurriedout.MinuteslatershecamebackasI

fixedtheIVbottlesandlookedbackattheold

woman

Her:Yoh.Haiikubuhlungu.Ufunaukungibulala(This

ispainful.Youwanttokillme)

Welaughed.

Me:NoMa.Thisisjustaprocesstohelpyouget

better.You'llbefine.

AftergivingthenurseinstructionsIsteppedoutside

toinformhergranddaughter.Sherushedtome

immediatelywhenshesawme



Her:(breathedheavily)Doctor.How'smy

grandmother?Issheokay?What'swrongwithher?

Me:(Smiled)She'llbeokay.Shefellweakbecause

shehadalowHemoglobinlevel.Theblood

transfusionswillhelpherraiseherhemoglobinlevel

up.Transfusionsprovidesnormalredbloodcells

andlowerstheamountofhemoglobinSbloodcells

inthebody.SoWhentherearefewersickled

hemoglobinScellsinthebloodstream,theyareless

likelytobuildupandblockbloodvessels.Shewas

luckyenoughtogetherbloodtypequickly.But

nonetheless,she'llbeokay.I'lldischargedheron

Wednesday.Sheneedstorest.Youcancomeand

seehertomorrowkadivisitinghours.

Her:OkayDoctor.Thankyou.

Ismiledatherthenwalkedaway.Hereyeslooked

familiar.ThesesamealmostChineseeyeswithdark

pupils.



IfeltsomeoneholdingmyhandbackasIturned

aroundandlooked

Me:Ferah.

Ferah:(Smiled)Hi.Howareyou?Whatdidyousayto

Vhutshilo(laughed)He'ssoangry.

Me:Haithatonelikesirratingme.Helikestalking

toomuchandIhateguyswhotalksalot.PlusHe's

alsoweird.

Ferah:Helikesyou.

Me:IknowandIhatethathedoes.

Ferah:(Smiled)Mhmm,Angithiyouhaveyoursexy

onenightstandontheside.

Me:(Walkingaway)Mxm.

Ferah:(Followingme)What'swrongnow?Henever

gotbacktoyouevennow?Comeon.

Me:WeareworkingFerahokay?

Ferah:Soyou'lltellmeatlunch?



Me:(sighed)Yah.

Ferah:Okay.

IgotintheMRIroomandclosedthedoor

AtMusa'sHouse

Nenechoppedthevegetableswhilehumminga

song.Aftercuttingthemsheputtheminsidethepot

andclosedit.Thenshewenttotheloungeand

lookedatthephone.Mphohasn'tcalledher.She

sighedasshedialedhermotheragainbutitdidn't

gothrough.Comingherewasabadideaanyways.

Shewonderedhowherkidswereandifhermother

treatedthemgood.

AtSambulo'sHouse

HepushedEvamoreclosertohimandkissedher



sweatyneckasshesmiled

Sambulo:Wearegoingtomakeloveallnight.I

missedyou.

Eva:(Smiled)That'sfinebyme.Atleastthereareno

shadyrobestoday.

Sambulo:(Laughed)I'mtryingtoaccommodateyou.

Eva:(laughed)Iknowbabe.Where'sQhawe?I

haven'tspokentohimfordays.

Sambulo:He'soutofthecity.

Eva:Yousenthimalone?

Sambulo:Don'tworry.It'sjustasmallthingthathe

canfixalone.

Eva:(sighed)Ihopeso.(Laughed)YaziIdreamtof

youguys.

Sambulo:(Kissedherneck)Mhmm.

Eva:(Smiled)WewereallhappyandZenzeand

Qhawehadwives.Qhawelookedsohappyandfree.



Sambulo:Mhmm.

Eva:(Smiled)IwassohappywhenIwokeup.

Sambuloraisedherlegandrubbedhisdickonher

Clit

Eva:(Closedhereyes)Babe

AttheCafeteria

ItoldFeraheverythingthathastranspiredasI

sippedonmyjuice

Ferah:(clappedherhands)SouthAfricanPoliceare

socorrupt.WhyamInotsuprised?Theywere

lootingwithpeoplejustamonthago.

Me:(sighed)I'mhappymybrotherisherethough.I

havetogotothemallandgethimuniform.He's



startingonmonday.

Ferah:That'sgood.I'malsogladthathe'sokay.

Me:Yeah.

Ferah:SoyouandHIM,areyouexclusiveorisjust

sex?

Me:Idon'treallyknow.Butonmyside,ismorethan

that.IthinkIreallylovehim.Hemakesmehappy.

I'veneverfeltlikethiswithanyonebefore.(smiled)I

lovehissidesmile,hiswalk.Hehasthisdominant

personality,hesmellssogoodtoo.AndIlovehow

hesaymyname.He'ssoclosewithKutlwano.

Ferah:Mhmm.Barbiedoll,youaretoodeep.Youare

inthistoodeep.Menwillembarrassyou.

Me:Iknow.

Ferah:Butjustgowiththeflowanddon'tget

pregnant.Areyousurehe'sclean?Stopdoingitraw

withhim.

Me:Whenwearetogetherwejustgetsolostinthe

moment.Itestedafterourlastencounterandit

camebacknegative(Sighed)Idon'tknowabouthis



statusnowandwediditinthemorning,raw.

Ferah:Kgaogelo!AIDSWillkillyou.Don'tbeso

reckless.YouareadoctorforGod'ssake.Youdon't

evenknowthisguy.

Me:...

Ferah:FriendDickisgoodIagreebutatleastuse

condom.Youdon'tknowwhohesleepswith.

Rememberthisisthesameguywholeftyoufora

monthafterfuckingyou.Whathappenswhenhe

leavesyouagain?PregnantandHIVpositive.

MythroatdriedupasIlookedather

*

*

DAYSLATER

TOBECONTINUED....



TheGoodWife

#14

AtSouthgateMall

NenepushedthetrolleywithIthanasittedinside

andmovedaroundtheshelvesputtingfoodshe

neededinsidethetrolleywhiletalkingonthephone

withKgaogelo

Nene:MamaevenavoidsthetopicofMpho.She

loveshersomuchandsheneverreprimandher.

Kgaogelo:(Sniffed)Letthembe.Atleastyounow

haveahomeandajob.Eventhoughyoubabysit

onechild.Soonthey'llbemore.

Nene:Yeah.Iheardthatourneighborwantstobring

herdaughter'ssonformetobabysit.SoIfshedoes

I'llgetR400.

Kgaogelo:(Sniffed)Yousee?Yougettingthere.



Nene:Yeah.Youokay?Youkeeponsniffing.

Kgaogelo:Ihaveflue.It'ssointense.I'mshaking

andalwayssniffing.ButItookthemedication.I

shouldbebetterbynow.

Nene:Ohokay.

IthanatookthreepacketsofbigSimbasandput

theminsidethetrolleywithoutNenenoticing.

Nene:(Puttingthetinfishthetrolley)Youworking

today?

Kgaogelo:(Sniffed)Yeah.Iwasevenpreparingfora

surgery10minutesago.I'mwaitingforDrJones

nowbeforeweheadtotheOT.

Nene:Ohokay.Goodluck.

Kgaogelo:(Sniffed)Thankyou.How'sMusa?

Nene:(Smiled)He'sasweetheart.HewantsboMosa

tocomeandstaywithusnextmonth.

Kgaogelo:(Smiled)That'samazing.Hesoundslikea



goodguy.

Nene:(Smiled)Heis.

Kgaogelo:I'mhappyforyoucuzbutdon'trush.You

don'tknowhimthatwell.Butit'sareliefthatatleast

youareworkingandnotdependingonhimalot.

Nene:YeahandI'veonlyseenthebestsideofhim

sofarsoI'llstayvigilantandplan.ButIwantthe

kidswithmehere.Theyarestrugglingtherewith

Mama.Neoisjust8monthsold.

Kgaogelo:Yeah.

Nene:Sharp.I'lltalktoyoulater.

Kgaogelo;(sniffed)Bye.

Nenehungupandmovedaround.Agentlemanwho

wasfollowingherlookedatIthanaasshekept

puttingthingsinatrolleywithoutNenenoticing.He

chuckledthenshookhishead.Hiseyesmovedto

Nene'stinybodyagain.TheblackPoloneckDress

shewaswearingfittedhersowellshowinghertiny

hipsandass.HerPinksandalsshowedher



beautifulyellowtoes.Shelookedverybeautifuland

clean.ShewasthesecondcleanYellowbonehe

hasseensofarafterThuliP.

NenestoppedandputtheOrosjuiceinsidethe

trolley.Thegentlemanstoodnexttoherwithhis

handsdeepinsidehispocket.Nenequicklyturned

herheadandlookedathimasshefroze.Hesmiled

showinghisperfectwhiteteeth

Man:Hello.

Nene:H..Hi.

Shelookeddownwhenhejuststaredwithout

sayinganything.Hesmelledsogoodanddressed

welltoo.

Man:Yourdaughterhasbeenputtingthingsinside

thetrolleywithoutyounoticing.I'vebeenfollowing

youandwaitedtoseehowit'llgo.



Nenelookedatthetrolleyashereyeswidened

Nene:Ithana.

Ithana:(Frowned)Don'ttaketheSimbasAuntie.

Nene:(Takingthemout)Thesethingsarebigand

expensive.I'llbuyyouthesmallerones.(eyes

widened)Chocolates,andthenWhat'sthisnow?

Ithana:AhAhAuntie.

Man:Icanpayforthem.

Nenelookedathim

Man:(Smiled)Itlookslikeshereallywantsthem.

PlusIshouldn'thavetoldyousheputthemin.

Nene:Uhm,she'sjustakidandIcan-

Man:Comeon.I'minsisting.

Ithana:Payforthemuncle.(LookedatNene)Please



Auntie.

Nene:(Sighed)Okay.

Ithana:Yass.

Theyallwenttothetillandthemanpaidforthe

wholegrocery.Thentheywalkedoutsideoncethey

weredone.

Man:Haveyouguyshadsomethingtoeat?

Ithana:No-

Nene:Iboughtfood.We'lleatwhenwegethome.

Thankyou.

Man:(Smiled)Okayifyousayso.Mynameis

Lesley,Ididn'tintroducemyselfearlierbecauseof

thislittlecutegirl.

HeslightlytouchedIthana'scheeksasshesmiled



Nene:I'mOreneile.

Lesley:YouareverybeautifulOre.

Nene:(Shylylookeddown)Thankyou.

Lesley:CanIhaveyournumber?

Nene:082*******

Lesley:(Smiled)Thankyou.I'llcallyou.Haveagreat

day.

Hewinkedatherthenwalkedaway.Nenelookedat

himassheblushed

Ithana:Auntiewillshebeyourboyfriend?

Nene:(laughed)No.Comelet'sgo.

SheletherpushthetrolleyastheywalkedtoKFC.

Ithana:WhenisDaddycoming?



Nene'sphonerang

Nene:He'scalling.Hello?

Musa:Babewhereareyou?I'minside.

Nene:I'matKFC.

Musa:Okay.

Hehungup.Theysatdownonthechairsasthey

waitforhim.MinuteslaterMusacame.

Musa:(Smiled)Hey.

HekissedNeneonhercheeksandIthanaonher

foreheadthensatdown

Musa:Haveyouguysordered?



Nene:No.Wewerewaitingforyou.

Musa:OkayI'llgoandorder.Weareeatinghereorat

home?

NenelookedathissimplewhiteT-shirtandoldjean

asshesighed.Hewasagoodlooking

man,especiallywithhisbeardsnowshavedand

newcutbuthisdresscodewasanono.Plushis

cheapperfume.Shelookedaroundembarrassed

andatehernails

Musa:Babe.

Ithana:Daddy,ThatuncleboughtmeChocolate,Ice

creamandSimbas.

Musa:(lookedatNene)WhichUncle?

Ithana:(giggled)TheonewhowantstobeAuntie's

boyfriend.YouarealsoAuntie'sboyfriendright?

Auntiehastwoboyfriends.WhenIgrowupIwantto

belikeher.

Musa:WhichUncleNene?



Nene:(clearedherthroat)WemetthisguyatPick'n'

Pay.HeofferedtopayforIthana'sthingscauseshe

wasputtingthingsinthetrolleywithoutmenoticing.

Musa:Andyoulethim?

Nene:Irefusedbutheinsisted.

Musa:Youshouldhavestoodyourground.You

don'tchangeyourmindbecausesomeoneinsists.

Nene:...

Musa:That'showtheylurewomen.AndI'msurehe

askedforyournumber.Isn't?

Ithana:YesheaskedforhernumberthenAuntie

gavehim.

Musa:Wow!

Hegotupandwenttoorder.Nenebitherlowerlip

nervously

Nene:Ithana,youdon'ttalkwhenelderstalkokay?

That'sbadbehavior.



Ithana:....

Nene:Youspeakwhenyouareasked.Onlythen.

Ithana:Okayauntie.

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

Thewardboyhandedmeahotcupofcoffee.He's

beengivingmeCoffeealotthesedays,evenwithout

measking

Me:(Smiled)Thankyou.

Henoddedthenwalkedaway.DoctorJoneswalked

inandsatnexttome

DrJones:Youlooksick.

Me:I'mokay.

DrJones:(Touchedmyforehead)Youarehot.



Me:Thankyou.

HelaughedthenshowedmetheCTscans.

Me:(Sippedonthecoffee)Weshouldremoveit.

Whenitgrowsit'llbeahugeproblem.

DrJones:Yep.Wedoingittogether.

Me:Yeah.

DrJones:Atleastweagreeonsomething.

Me:Foronce.

DrJones:(laughed)Youarestubborn.

Me:Yahright.

Helookedatmeandfrowned

DrJones:YoulookAnaemic.

Me:(rolledmyeyes)



DrJones:SeriouslyKG.Letmedothebloodtestand

findoutwhat'sgoingon.Itdoesn'tlooklikeflueat

all.RememberwhathappenedintheOTlastweek.

Me:(sighed)I'mreallyfinePaul.

DrJones:Younot.Comeon.

Me:Fine!You'lldothebloodtestafterwearedone

withtheSurgery.Let'sgo.

WegotupandwalkedtotheOT.Thenweworeour

scrubsandsterilegloves.IfeltalittledizzyasI

balancedmyselfwithatable

DrJones:Youokay?

Me:I..Ifeelweak.

DrJones:Nursebringachair.

Anurseranandsecondslaterbroughtmeachair

asIsatdown



Me:(sniffed)What'swrongwithme?

Drjones:Howyoufeelingnow?

Heopenedmyeyeswithhisfingersandlookedat

them

DrJones:Itdoesn'tlookgood.

Hecarriedmeonhisarmsandwalkedoutwithme

Nurse:(Panting)Doctortheoperationisstartingin

twominutes.

DrJones:I'mcoming.

Wegotinthewardandlaidmeonthebed



DrJones:Letmedrawyourblood.Relaxokay?

Kgaogelo?

Iclosedmyeyesasdizzinessoverpoweredmeand

passedout.

DrJones:Fuck!

AtSambulo'sHouse

EvasetupthetableinthediningroomasZenze

walkedinwithhisnewgirlfriend.

Eva:(smiled)Hey.

Zenze:Mama.

Theyhugged



Eva:I'vejustsetupthetablenow.Youarerighton

time.(lookedatthegirl)Hello.Welcome.

Girl:(shyly)Thankyou.

Zenze:MamathisisAyanda,Ayandathisismy

sisterinlaw.Butshe'slikeamothertome.

Eva:(huggedher)NicetomeetyouAyanda.

Ayanda:Likewise.

Eva:Sitdown.I'llgoandgetmorefood.

Ayanda:Letmehelpyou.

Eva:(Smiled)Okay.

TheywalkedtothekitchentogetherasZenze

lookedaroundforhisbrothers.Sambulostepped

downonthestairsandlookedathim

Sambulo:Youherealready?

Zenze:Yeahwhere'sQhawe?

Sambulo:He'snotcoming.



Zenze:Whereisheanyway?Ihaven'tseenhimfor

days.

Sambulo:He'soutoftown.Gotothedininghall.I'll

findyouthere.Ijustneedtomakeaquickcall.

Zenze:Okay.

HewalkedoutthenSambulodialedQhaweagainas

itrangunansweredthendialedNeilafter

Sambulo:Foundnothing?

Neil:(sighed)Nothing.He'snowheretobefound.

Sambulo:(Swallowed)Doyouthinkhe'sinsome

kindofdanger.

Neil:Itlookslikeit.He'sbeengonefordays.I've

sentmyguysthereandtherearenoleads.

Sambulo:Bookmeaflight.

Neil:I'mleavingwithyou.

Sambulo:Okay.



Hehungupthensighedworriedbeforegoingtothe

dininghallandjoinedthem

Eva:(Mouthful)SoAyanda,whatareyoucurrently

doing?

Ayanda:I'maparttimemodelandIalsodoLawfull

timeatUJ.

Eva:That'snice.

TheycontinuechattingasSambulolookedaway

lostinthoughts

AtMusa'sHouse

NenehandedIthanaajuiceandwalkedbacktothe

kitchen



Nene:BabeIheardthatYourNeighbour,Ausi

Lothandowantsmetobabysitherdaughter'sson.

Musakeptquiet

Nene:ThatmeansI'llbeabletogetR400andstart

thebusiness.Youwereright,sellingicecreamfor

kidswillgetmemoremoney.Ithanatoldmethat

theydon'tsellicecreamsatherschool.Ican

alwaysgoandsellthere.

Shepouredicecreamonabowlandtooktwo

teaspoonsthenwalkedtothelounge.Shesatnext

toMusaandhandedhimateaspoonashelooked

away

Nene:Babe,teaspoon.Youdon'twantIcecream?

Musa:....

Nene:(sighed)Isthisaboutgivingthatguymy



numbers?I'msorry.IfeltlikeIowedthemtohim

sinceheboughtIthanathings.

Musa:Youdon'toweanyoneanything.Besides

that,heofferedtopay.Youshouldnevergiveaman

yournumberswhenyouareinarelationshipwith

someoneelse.Regardlessofwhetherhebought

youthingsornot.Youneedtosetboundaries.

Nene:I'msorry.

Musa:It'sokay.Ijustwantedyoutoseethings

clearly.Meandyouareinarelationshipandwe

shouldrespecteachother,evenwhenoneofuseis

absent.

Nene:...

Musa:IloveyouNeneandIdon'twanttoloseyou.

Ithanaisachildandyoureprimandherwhenshe

doesbadthings.Itoldyoutoneverlethercontrol

you.

Nene:...

Musa:Doyouneedanything?Awigorsomething.I

canborrowfromafriendand-



Nene:(Smallsmile)NoIdon'twantanything.I'm

fine.Youdon'thavetoborrowmoneyfromyour

friendsbabe.Comeonlet'seaticecream.

Musa:Idon'twantitangithiheboughtit.

Nene:(Laughed)Bannaleego.Haii(Menandtheir

ego)

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

IopenedmyeyesasIfeltlikesomeonewasstaring

atme.ItwasPaul.

Me:(weakly)Hey.Surgery?

DrJones:Itwassuccessful.

Me:I'msorryIcouldn'tbethere.

DrJones:It'sokay.Youweresick.

Helookedatthepapersonhishandsandsighed



Drjones:Igotyourbloodtestresults.Itdoesn'tlook

good.

Myheartpounded

Me:What'swrongwithme?

TOBECONTINUED....

TheGoodWife

#15

DrJones:WefoundMorphineinyourblood.

Me:M..morphine.

DrJones:...

Me:(satupstraight)I'venevertakenmorphineinmy

life.Iknowhowdangerousandaddictiveitis.I

don'teventakedrugs.GodknowsI'mnoteven



depressed.YesIagreeI'vebeengoingthroughalot

latelybutI'llneverresorttothat.I'maDoctorPaul.

DrJones:AndDoctorsalsogothroughsomethings.

Wearehumansattheendoftheday.

Me:(Sniffed)Sowhatareyouimplying?YouthinkI

injectedmyselfwithMorphine?

DrJones:Didyou?

Me:Noofcoursenot!WowPaul.

DrJones:KG.Idon'tknowwhatyougoingthrough

atthemoment.Idon'tevenknowwhattobelieve

butwhenthemanagementfindoutaboutthis,they'll

fireyou.Idon'twantthattohappentoyou.

Me:(SighedSadly)Paul.Idon'tdodrugs.I'venever

takenanyformofdrugs.Iswearmaybesomeone

didthistome(paused)causeI'dpassoutinthe

libraryandwhenIwakeup,myhandwouldhurt.

Yeah,that'sit.IthoughtIwashallucinatingcauseI

wassostressedout.Butithappened.

DrJones:Wereyoualonewhenithappened?what

didyoudrink?IalsofoundSleepingpillsinyour



system.LuckilyI'vemanagedtoflushdownthepills.

Yourorganswouldhaveshutdown.

Me:Ohmygod!

DrJones:(Heldnyhands)Liedownandthink.

Islowlylaiddownandlookedathim

DrJones:Whatdidyoudrink?

Me:Nothing.Ionlyatemylunchbox.

DrJones:Didyoulockyourlockerproperly?Maybe

someonespikedyourfood.

Me:(Tearfully)Ilockedmylocker.Ialwaysdo.Who

woulddothistome?godIcouldlosemyjob.

Pleasedon'ttellanyoneaboutthis.I'llfindoutwho

didthis.

DrJones:Don'tworry.I'llgettothebottomofthis.

Ithoughtaboutthewardboy.Hehasbeengiving



mecoffeethesedayswithoutmeevenasking.

Couldhebebehindthis?Butwhy?

DrJones:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:Sunny,ThewardboyhasbeengivingmeCoffee

everydayandI'dfeelsosleepyaftertakingit.He

mustbetheonebehindthis.Butwhy?

DrJones:Letmegoandtalktohim.Getsomerest.

You'llbesleepingheretonight.

Me:What?Mybrother-

DrJones:Iknow.I'lltakehimtomyMom.I'vealso

bethinkingaboutyourhealth.Thisisgoingtohave

abigeffectonyouandKutlwanowon'tbeableto

dealwithyoualone.I'llaskmymomtohelpyou.

Me:...

DrJones:YouhavenochoiceKG.Youknowthis.

Me:(Tearfully)Sunny.Ican'tbelievehedidthisto

me.Icouldhavediedofoverdose.Howdidheeven

knowMorphine.



DrJones:Hemightbeworkingwithsomeone.

Me:(shookmyhead)

DrJones:Getsomerest.Letmegettothebottomof

this.

Me:(smiled)ThankyousomuchPaul.IknowI've

beenaheadachethesedaysbutyou'vebeenso

goodtobe.Youaremyseniorand-

DrJones:(Smiled)YouknowIonlytolerateyou

causeyouarethebestFirstyearresident

Neurosurgeon.Weworkwelltogether.Ifitwasn't

thatcase,Iwouldhavesmotheredyouwithapillow

longtimeago.

Me:(laughed)I'mgoingtokillyouwhenIgetoutof

thisbed.

Drjones:(Laughed)We'llseeaboutthat.Sleep.

Me:(Smiled)Okay.

Hesmiledatmeandwalkedout.Paulisavery

goodlookingguy.He'syourtypicalyellowboneguy

withpinklips,Tallandwellbuilt.Itlookslikehe



maintainshisbody.Ilovethathe'sfriendlyand

funny.Itrustthathe'llgetmeoutofthisone.

MeanwhilePaulHeadedoutsidewhilesearchingfor

Sunny.Henoticedhimintheparkinglotspeakingto

Vhutshilo.Helookedatthemastheyspokethen

minuteslaterVhutshiloheadedhisway.Helooked

awayasVhutshiloPassedhimandwalkedinside.

Helookedbackatsunnyandwalkedtohim.Sunny

lookedathimwithapoundingheart.Couldhehave

heardthem?

Sunny:D..DrJones.

Paul:Iknowyou'vebeeninjectingDrMathebawith

Morphine.

Sunny:(Eyeswidened)NoDoc-

Paul:Don'tyoudarelietome.Ihaveproof.Tellthe

fuckingtruthrightnowbeforeIbreakyourteeth.

Sunny:(shaking)DrVhutshilotoldmetodoit.Ididn't

wantto.Hethreatenedmeandgavememoney.I'm



sorryDr.I'lltellDrMatheba.

Paul:..

Sunny:SorryDr.

Paul:(Draggedhim)Come.

AtSambulo'sHouse

EvawalkedinsidethebedroomwhileSambulowas

packingabag.Shelookedathisworriedface.Her

heartpoundedalittle

Eva:What'sgoingon?

Sambulo:There'ssomethingIneedtoattendto.

Eva:IsthisaboutQhawe?

Sambulo:...

Eva:Youneedtotellme.What'sgoingon?

Sambulo:I'lltellyouwhenIgetback.



Hezippedthebagandkissedher

Sambulo:I'lltellyouwhenIcomeback.Takecareof

Zenze.Don'tgoanywherewithoutthebodyguards.

Don'tbetoostubbornEva.

Eva:...

Sambulo:Iloveyou.

Eva:Pleasecomebackhomesafe.Nomatterwhat

happens.

Sambulo:(Kissedher)Ipromise.

Shehuggedhimtightastearswelledupinhereyes.

Godknowshowmuchshehatedwhattheydo.She

letgoofhimandwatchedhimasheleaves.

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital



Sunny,VhutshiloandPaulsatintheCEO'soffice

withalmosttheManagementteampresent.

CEO:I'msodisgustedbyyourbehaviorDrMudawu.

Whatyoudidiscrime.YoualmostkilledDr

Matheba.

Vhutshilo:(lookeddown)

CEO:Ican'ttakeanydecisionnowwithoutallthe

managementteamhoweverIhavearightto

suspendyou.Youaresuspended.Youcancometo

theboardmeetingtomorrowforyourfinalverdict.

ChiefOfSurgery:Andpleasedon'tleavethecountry.

Vhutshilostoodupandwalkedawaywithalong

face.

CEO:(lookedatsunny)Goandpackyourthings.You

areFired!

Sunny:SirI'msorry.Hemademedo-



CEO:Idon'twanttorepeatmyself.

Sunnygotupandwalkedaway

Paul:ThankyousomuchSir.

CEO:Nothankyou.Youmanagedtogetevidence

andexposedthesetwo.Whoknowswhatcould

havehappenedhadyounotdonethat.

Henoddedthenshooktheirhandsbeforehewent

backtoKgaogelo'swardtotellherGoodknows.

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

IsteppedinsidePaul'scarasheputourbagsinthe

booth.Kutlwanoheldmyhandtight.Ibreathed

heavilyasIlaidmyheadbackontheseat.He

appliedVaselineonmydrycrackedlips.



Kutlwano:Doyouneedtovomitagain?

Me:(closedmyeyes)No.

Paulclimbedinsideandhandedmeabucket.

Paul:Throwupinthat.It'sgoingtobealongjourney

foryou.

Me:Thankyou.

Hedroveoff.

MeanwhileSambulosteppedoutoftheprivatejet

withNeilandlookedaroundtheCityhisheart

poundingoutofhischest.Itwasdarkandthelights

lightedthrwholecitybeautifully.Heprayedhis

brotherwasokay



Neil:WegoingstraighttotheHotelafterthis.

Hisphonerangashelookedattheinternational

number.Hepickedupandkeptquiet

Voice:(Audible)Sambulo.

Sambulo:(heartskipped)Qhawe?Ukuphi?

Qhawe:PleasearrangeforatransferinBaraforme.

Sambulo:Whathappened?

Qhawe:(audible)Thosebastardssetmeup.Please

doasIsay.

Sambulo:Youokay?I'mherenow.

Qhawe:(audible)I'lltellyoueverythingwhenyouget

here.I'llsendthelocation.

Sambulo:Okay.

Qhawe:Takecareofyourself.

TOBECONTINUED....
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SomewhereinMiami,Unitedstates

AcabdroppedNeilandSambulooutsidetheclinic.

Theyrushedinsidefollowedbythebodyguardsand

walkedtothereceptionist.TheClinicwasquietand

noonewasaroundexceptfortheFemale

receptionistandafewofQhawe'sbodyguards

Her:(pointedout)He'sinthatward.

Theynoddedastheyrushedtotheward.Thenthey

steppedinsideandlockedeyeswithQhawewho

wasbeingmonitoredbyawhitepetitewoman.They

waiteduntilshewasfinishedthenshesteppedout

Sambulo:Whathappened?



Qhawe:Igottherewiththediamondsandtheytook

them.ItturnedintoahugewarandIendedup

gettingshot.Theyshotmeonmyarmandstomach.

Sambulolookedatthebandagesandclenchedhis

fists

Qhawe:Louissenthisbratandhedidthis(Smiled)

I'mgoingtokillthatboy.

Sambulo:Hetookthediamonds?

Qhawe:YeahbutI'mgoingtogetthemback.

Sambulo:Whobroughtyouhere?

Qhawe:Verofoundmeandbroughtmehere.She

wantedtotakemetothehospitalbutIrefused.I

couldn'triskthat.Fourofthebodyguardsdied.

Neil:Who'sVero?

Qhawe:Thewomanyoufoundhere.She'salsoa

doctorandownsthisclinic.

Sambulo:(sighed)I'mgladyouokay.I'llmakethe



transfertonightthentomorrowyouleaving.

Qhawe:TransfermetoBara.

Sambulo:Baraisapublichospital.It'sFuckedup.I'll

takeyoutoKhozaprivateHospital.

Qhawe:JusttakemetoBaraSambulo.

Sambuloignoredhimashedialedanumberonhis

phoneandsteppedoutside

Neil:WhyBara?

Qhawe:Ipreferitthemost.

Neil:Sincewhen.EvenZenzewasrushedtoBara

causeitwastheclosesthospital.Wehadnochoice.

Baraisanono.

Qhawe:(sighed)Canyouborrowmeyourphone.Did

youchangeyournumber?

Neil:(handedhim)Yeah.



Qhawedialed"her"numberandwaitedforitto

connect.Thenitstartedringingashisheart

pounded

MaleVoice:Hello?

Qhawe:(Heartskipped)Whothefuckisthis?

Hecheckedifhedialedthewrongnumberbutit

washernumber

MaleVoice:Nowhothefuckisthis?

Qhawe:(Calm)UngangijwayeleSani.GiveRachelher

phone.

MaleVoice:Mxm.

HehungupasQhawelookedatthephonein

disbelief.Heclenchedhisjawsashisheart

poundedagainsthischest.Didsheprobablymove

on?He'sbeengonefortoolongandshewas



probablytiredofwaiting.Hedidn'teventellherthat

hewasleavingforacoupleofdays.Butwhere

wouldhehavestarted.Noitcan'tbe.He'dbedamn.

Neil:Troubleinparadise?

Qhawe:IneedtogettoSAassoonaspossible.

AtPaul'sHome

Paul'smother,EricalookedatKgaogelosleeping

peacefulonherdaughter'sroomafterlonghoursof

vomitingandcrying.Shecoveredherwithablanket

andwalkedtothelounge.Kutlwanowassittingon

thecouchwhilebusychattingonhisphone

Erica:Doyouneedanythingmyboy?

Kutlwano:(lookedather)NoMaI'mgoodthanks.

Erica:Okaybutifyouneedanything,justgotothe

kitchen.Don'tbescared.



Kutlwano:(Smiled)Okay.Thankyou.

Shesmiledthensteppedoutsideasherphonerang

Erica:Paul.

Paul:Howisshe?

Erica:(Walkingtotheline)She'sgettingbetter.She's

finallysleepingnow.

Paul:Thankgodthetreatmentisworking.She'llbe

fineinthreedays.

Erica:That'sgoodtoknow.Thatmonsteralmost

killedmypoorchild.

Paul:(laughed)She'snowyourchild?

Erica:(Smiled)She'smychildthisone.Ilikedher

whenIusedtotalktoheronthephonewithouteven

seeingher.IthankgodyougottransferredtoBara.

OtherwiseIwouldn'thaveknownher.Nowyoujust

havetomarryher.Iknowyoulovehereventhough

youquarrelalot.



Paul:(laughed)NoMomplease.Uhmlook,Olinda

toldmethatshe'scomingonfriday.

Erica:Yeahshealsotoldme.

Paul:Alright.Seeyoutonight.

Erica:Sharp.

Shehungupthenshetookthedriedclothesoffthe

line

AtMusa'sHouse

Nenesteppedoutofthebathroomwithatowel

wrappedaroundherbody.Shetookherphoneand

checkedKgaogelo'stimeline.Shehasn'tposted

anything.Thesedaysshedidn'tpostalot.She

sighedthencheckedafewmemesonhertimeline

asshelaughedloudly

Nene:(laughed)BathobaFacebookbadomohle



haii.

Shesharedonememethenloggedout.Herphone

rang.Shelookedattheunknownnumberthen

lookedaroundbeforeshepicked

Me:Hello?

Voice:HeyOre.

Me:(Smiled)Lesley?

Lesley:Yeahit'sme.Howareyou?Iknowisweird

butImissyou.

Nene:(blushed)Really?

Lesley:Yah.YouareallI'vebeenthinkingabout

sinceIleftthemall.Umuhleyazi(Youarebeautiful)

Nene:(Smiled)Wellthankyou.

Lesley:CanItakeyououttoday?Please.

Nene:(Smiled)Alright.

Lesley:Really?Younotjokingright.



Nene:(laughed)NoI'mserious.

Lesley:Yass!Trustmeyouwon'tregretthis.You

goingtoenjoyspendingtimewithme.

Nene:Okay.

Lesley:Byebaby.

Nene:(Laughed)Bye.

Shehungupwithabigsmileonherfaceand

lookedatherselfonthemirror.Shewasglowing

andherskinwasgettinglighterandlighter.She'll

alsogetarichhunkandgetsortedforlife.Musais

goodlookingyes,he'slovingandcaringandshe

alsoloveshimsomuchbutmoney.Hedoesn'thave

money.Loveisneverenoughwithinsufficient

money.Shedidn'tcometoJoburgtostruggle.She

wasgoingtomakeit.Byfireorforce.

Musasteppedinsideinoveralls.Hehuggedher

frombehindashissweatblockedhernostrils



Nene:(Forcedsmile)Heyyoubackearly?

Musa:(kissedhercheek)Yes.Thebossesarenot

there.Sothemanagerletusknockoffearly.

Nene:Okaygoandfreshenup.I'llmakeyou

somethingtoeat.Ihaven'tcookedyet.

Musa:(Kissedherneck)Okay.Yousmellgood.

Nene:Yeah.Go.

Hekissedheronhercheekthengrabbedhis

Toiletrybagbeforehewenttothebathroom

AtLesedi'sHouse

Sherubbedhersmallbumpasshelookedat

Zenze'sstoryonFacebook.Hehaspostedpictures

ofagirl.Shewastallandhadamodelbody.Tears

welledupinhereyes.Whydidshehavetocatch

feelings?Sherubbedhereyesandsighed



Grandma:Lesedi!

Lesedi:Ma.

SheworeheroversizeT-shirtandwalkedtowhere

hergrandmotherwas.

Lesedi:Ma.

Grandma:Ukhulele(Areyoupregnant)

Lesedi:(heartskipped)Qha.(No)

Grandma:Whyyoualwayswearingoversized

clothes?

Lesedi:It'sfashion.I'mnotpregnantGogo.

Grandma:Hmm.Goandbuymecoke.

Shehandedhermoneythenshesteppedoutwhile

breathingheavily.

AtTheClinic



Sambulo:Tomorrowmorningyouleaving.

Everythingisready.MeandNeilareremaining

behind.

Qhawe:..

Sambulo:Qhawe.

Qhawe:(lookedathim)Mhm.

Sambulo:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Qhawe:Nothing.Iheardyou.Youmadethetransfer

toBara?

Sambulo:No.It'simpossible.

Qhawe:Youknowisnot.Stopmakingthings

difficultforme.Comeon!

Hetouchedhisstomachashefeltpain

Sambulo:Barawon'tfixthat.Fornowrest.Weare

checkinginahotel.It'slatenow.Goodnight.



HesteppedoutfollowedbyNeil.Qhawedialedher

numberagainbutitrangunanswered.

Qhawe;Fuck!

AtPaul'sHouse

IbentmybackasIslowlywalkedtothebathroom

andtookaleak.OnceIwasdoneIwashedmy

handsandwalkedbacktheroom.Mybreath

smelledlikeshit!Vhutshiloalmostkilledme.Ihope

herotinjailcauseifhedon'tIswear

PaulWalkedinwithaplasticonhishand

Paul:Heyjunkie.

Me:Hahafunny.



Paul:(laughed)Youlooklikeshit.

Me:Youlooklikedick.

Paul:(laughed)Whoa!

Hesatonthebedandhandedmeaplastic.Ithad

fruitsinside

Me:ThankyoubutIwon'tbeabletoswallowthem.

Paul:Youneedtotry.Youlookveryweak.

Me:(tuckedmyhairbehindmyear)Yeah.

Paul:ItoldtheCEOthatyouwon'tbeabletoattend

theboardmeetingtomorrow.

Me:Okay.

Paul:(Heldmyhands)You'llbefine.Youareastrong

woman.Iknowyouare.

Me:(smiledtearfully)Yourmotherisasweetheart.

Paul:Iknow.She'scallingyouherdaughter.

Me:(laughed)Iamherdaughter.Sheremindsmeof



mymothersomuch.Thewayshemoppedmy

vomitandtookcareofme.Shedidn'tlook

disgustedatall.

Paul:(smiled)Pleasedon'ttakemymotheraway

fromme.

Me:(laughed)Mxm.Howwasyourdayatworktoday?

Paul:Itwasjustokay.

Me:Howmanysurgeriesdidyouperform?

Paul:Four.

Me:(nodded)Youaredoinganamazingjobdoctor

Surgeon.

Paul:(Smiled)WhatcanIsay?I'mjusttoogoodat

whatIdo.

Me:(laughed)MrKenyan.Foreignerbathong.

Paul:(laughed)CallmethatagainI'lltickleyour

stomachuntilyoushitonyourself.

Me:(laughed)What!PaulIhateyou.Goplease.I

wanttosleep.

Paul:NoI'mnotleaving.



Ishookmyheadwithasmileonandclosedmy

eyes

Paul:Ihadyourphonewithmetoday.

Me:Ihopeyoudidn'treadmythings.

Paul:Igotaninternationalcall.Someonewantedto

talktoyou.

Me:Whowasit?ItmustbemyCubafriends.

Paul:NoIdoubt.Thatonesoundedlikeaboyfriend.

Hewaslike"whothefuckisthis".

Me:(satupstraight)What?Givememyphone.

HegavememyphoneasIlookedatthenumber.I

hopethisisnotwhoIthinkitis.Itcanonlybehim.

Me:Washisvoicedeep?

Paul:Yeah.



Me:(swallowed)Hesoundedintimidating?

Paul:(sighed)Hemadehimselfsoundintimidating.

Who'she?

Myheartpounded.It'shim.Iclickedmytongue

thenblockedthenumber.

Paul:Whoishe?

Me:IhavenoideaandIdon'tcare.

IclosedmyeyesandtriedsleepingbutIcouldn't.

Me:Urgh!

TOBECONTINUED.....
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AtMusa'sHouse

LaterthatdayNenesprayedherselfwithaperfume

andlookedatherselfonthemirroronelasttime.

Shefixedheredgesandsprayedherbraidsagain.

Musasteppedinsidetheroomshirtlesswithsweat

drippingonhimandlookedather

Musa:Youlookbeautiful.

Nene:Thanks.

Musa:Yougoingsomewhere?

Nene:Yeah.KgaogeloissicksoIwantedtocheck

her.

Musa:It'sgettinglate.Won'tyougetlost?

Nene:No.Shesentmethelocation.

Musa:Butyou'llbeusingtaxis.AndTaxisdon'tuse

locations.



Nene:(clearedherthroat)I'llshowthedriver.Please

helpmezipthisdress.

Hewalkedtowardsherandzippedherdress.She

lookedsobeautifulandoverdressedforsomeone

whowasgoingtomeethercousin.Butno.Maybe

shejustwantshertoseeherlikethis.Nothingmore

Nene:Thisdressdoesn'tevenlooklikeIboughtitko

PepStore.Omontlemoseseneh?

Musa:Yeah.

Sheturnedandlookedathim.Herheartpounding

againstherchestasshelookedathisinnocentface.

Whatwasshedoing?Shefoundloveaftersomany

yearsandshe'sabouttoruinit?Butshewon'tlose

itifheneverfoundoutright?Whathedoesn'tknow

won'thurthimright?Plusshereallyneedsthe

moneytostartarealbusiness.Shecan'taffordto

gobacktoPotch.Shekissedhimandwrappedher



armsaroundhisneckashepulledherwithherlittle

waistandheldhertight

Nene:I'llbebackbeforeeight.Ialreadycookedso

youhavenothingtoworryabout.You'lldishupfor

yourselfandIthana.I'llalsohelpherwithher

homeworkwhenIgetback.Youdonecleaningthe

yard?

Musa:Yeah.PleasetakecareofyourselfandtellKG

togetwell.

Nene:(Smallsmile)Iwill.IloveyouMusa.

Musa:(Smiled)Iloveyoutoosthandwasam.

Shehuggedhimtightthentookhersidebagand

steppedout.Herphonerangasshewalkedtowards

theroad

Nene:Hello?

Lesley:HeyI'veparkedatthesecondstopsign.



Nene:Okay.Letmehurryup.

Lesley:Okay.

Shehungupthenhurriedout.Afewminuteslater

shestoppedatthesecondstopsignandlooked

around.Shedidn'tevenknowLesley'scar.Awhite

MercedesAMGc63drovetowardsherdirectionas

herheartpoundedthenshepulledherdressdowna

little.ItstoppedinfrontofherthenLesleystepped

outincasual.Nenelookedathimassheblushed.

Damn!Guylookedsogood.

Lesley:Hey.

Nene:Hey.

Hehuggedhertightashisstrongcologneevoked

hernostrils.

Lesley:(Smiled)Youlookbeautiful.



Nene:(Shyly)Thankyou.

Lesley:Thankyouforagreeingtogooutwithme.

Nene:It'sokay.

Heheldherhandandopenedthedoorforheras

shesteppedinsideandsatcomfortably.Hegotin

hissideanddroveoff.

AtAuntie'sHouse

Sheburpedthebabythenputheronherbackas

shewalkedinsidethehouse.Herstomachgrowled

asshesighed.Shelookedatthecupboardand

therewasnothing.

Auntie:(Shouted)Lejagorebathobantloe.

Kgaogelobroughtgroceriesafewdaysago,dirice

tseditonna,bupiandotherthingsthatIdidn'teven

knowexistedandyoufinishedthemwithintwo



months.Mmeletlabonagorelejaeng.

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedtoherbedroom.

ShesatdownonherbedanddialedNenebuther

phonerangunanswered.Sheclickedhertongue

thendialedKgaogelo'snumberanditalsorang

unanswered.Sheclickedhertongueagainand

steppedoutside.Thesistersweredancingand

drinkingoutside.Shelookedatthemoncebefore

shesteppedoutoftheyardgoingtoLoza(Nene's

babydaddy)House

AtPaul'sHouse

Paul'smothersteppedinsidetheroomwithabowl

ofporridgeandlookedatmesittingonthefloor

withmyheadlaidbackonthebed.Sherushedto

meandtouchedmyfaceasIopenedmyeyesand

lookedather.Abucketwasinfrontofme



Her:Itstartedagain?(heldmyarms)Getonbed.

Shelaidmeonbedinmanydifficultiesandwiped

mymouthwithacloth

Her:Paulisoutnow.Theycalledhimforemergency.

Idon'tknowwhattodonowbutIwantedtomake

youaconcoction.

Me:..

Kutlwanosteppedinsideandlookedatme

Kutlwano:Shelookworse.

Me:(weakly)Ithappenswhenonestoptaking

Morphine.Ishouldbebetterwithinafewdays.

Paul'smother:(shookherhead)Youhaven'teven

eatenanything.Thisisnotnormal.I'llmakethe

concoction.(lookedatKutlwano)Watchher.



ShehurriedoutasKutlwanosatnexttome

Kutlwano:(worried)ShouldIcall112?

Me:(sniffed)No.I'llbefine.Justletmebeplease.

Ifelttheurgetothrowupagain.Iquicklygotupand

threwupinabucketasKutlwanobrushedmyback.

OnceIwassatisfiedIspitsalivainsideandwiped

mymouththenlaiddownonbedandclosedmy

eyes.

Kutlwano:Don'tcloseyoureyes.Kgaogelo?

Me:Mhmm.

Kutlwano:Don'tcloseyoueyes.NnaI'mcalling

10177.

Icouldsensepanicinhisvoice.Iheldhishand



Me:I'mfine.I'mclosingmyeyescauseIcan'tkeep

themopen.Theyareheavy.

Kutlwano:(Tearfully)Wabona?Theyareheavy

causeyouaredying.Keepthemopen.

Me:(laughedweakly)Stopbeingdramatic.

Paul'smothersteppedinsideholdingacupandsat

nexttome

Her:Sitstraight.

Isatupstraightthenshehandedmeacup

Her:Drinkthat.

Ilookedatherthentookasip.Ittastedhorrible.



Her:Drink.

Iblockedmynoseandgulpeditalldown

Her:Goodgirl.

SomewhereinJozi

LesleypulledNene'shandasshejumpedinthevan

andtheybothlaughed

Nene:Myheartispounding.Iwouldhavefell.

Lesley:NotwhenI'maround.

ShelookedaroundthewholeVanpicnicsetup.She

didn'teventhinkpeopledothisinreallife.These

thingswereonlydoneinmovies.Thevanhad

goodies,smallwhitefluffycushions,rosesand



telescope.MariahCareywebelongtogetherwas

playingonthesmallspeaker

LesleyPulledherclosertohimandkissedheras

herpussythrobbed

Les:Luckilytonightisfullmoon.(Laughed)My

ancestorscamethroughformeinthisone.

Nene:(blushed)Thisisamazing.

Les:Youlikeit?

Nene:Iloveit.

Les:(smiled)Let'ssitdown.

Theysatdownandfacedeachother

Nene:Ienjoyedthedaywithyouandthisisjusta

bonus.YouareagreatguyLes.

Les:I'mgladyoudid.Come.



Lespulledherclosertohimandmadehersit

betweenhislegsandtheylookedatthemoonwhile

eating.Lesfedherastrawberrydippedona

chocolateasshesmiled

Nene:Ittastesgood.

Les:Iknow.

Lespouredherwineinaglassandhandedittoher

Nene:Thankyou.

Les:Sotellme,areyouinarelationship?

Nene:Uhm,no.I'msingle.

Les:Really?Abeautifulwomanlikeyousingle?

Nene:(sighed)Yeah.I'vejustgotoutofverytoxic

relationship.Iwasn'treadyforrelationships.

Les:I'msorry.



Nene:It'sokay.

Les:Whenyousayyouweren'treadyforrelationship

youmeanthenandnotnow.

Nene:Yeah.

Les:That'sareliefcauseIwantyou.Imeanthis

wholethingproveditall.IlovedyouthefirsttimeI

sawyou.DespitebeingbeautifulIthinkyouarea

verygoodwoman.Ilovedhowyouwerewithyour

niece.

Nene:..

Les:I'madivorceeOre.I'vebeeninaverytough

marriageandI'mgladthatnowI'mtryingtomove

on.It'sbeenhellandIneverthoughtI'llbehere.

Neneturnedaroundandfacedhim

Nene:I'msorry.

Les:(laughed)It'snotyourfault.It'sfunnyhowwe

apologizetoeachotherlikewehurteachother.



Let'snotdothat.

Nene:(Smiled)Right.

Les:(kissedher)IthinkI'mfallingveryhardforyou.

Nene:(breathingheavily)Metoo.

Leskissedhersoftlyandslowlyasherpanties

soaked.Thenhebreathedonherneckandkissedit

softlyasshemoanedsoftly.Therewasjust

somethingabouthistouch.Itsentchillsonher

spineandbutterfliesonherstomach.Hepushed

everythingasideandlaiddownashegotontopof

herandloweredherheavyweightonher.Still

kissingher,hepulledherdressupthenshehelped

himuntilitwascompletelyoff.Helookeddownat

hertinyyellowbonebody.

Les:Iloveyourbody.Itdrivesmenuts.

Nenelookedathimshylythenhetookoffher

pantiesandpulledherclosertohimashestarted



muffingherpussy.

Nene:Ahah.Les!

Heworkedhistongueonherashertoescurledthen

he#REMOVED

FIVEDAYSLATER

IsteppedoutsidethecourtwithPaulholdingmy

handtight.Hismotherwaswalkingbesidesus

holdingmybag

Paul'smother:8yearsisnothingtowhatthatboy

putyouthrough.Heshouldhavegotmorethanthat.

Wewalkedtotheparkinglot



Me:(sighed)I'mjustgladthathe'sbehindbars.It's

sadthoughcausehejuststartedhiscareerandhe

ruineditjustlikethat.

Paul'smother:That'sobsession.Mychild,whena

manstartcontrollingyouandlosinghistemperon

minorthings.Dumphimandneverlookback.Men

aredangerous.Lookatthisone,healmostkilledyou

fornotlikinghimback.

Me:(shookmyhead)

WegotinsidePaul'scarashedroveoff.Itexted

Kutlwano

Me:Getataxi,wegoingtotherestuarant.

Kutlwano:Whatwastheverdict?

Me:Hegot8years.

Kutlwano:That'sbetter.Atleasthedidn'tgettwo

yearsorworseoneyear

Me:Yeah.Tlhapamonnaotle



Kutlwano: ♂ ♂ ♂

Iputmyphoneinsidemybagandlookedahead

(Removedwillbepostedinourgroup.BDLILLIES.)
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AtTheRestuarant

Weallsurroundedthetableaswechattedwhile

eating.Paul'stwolittlesisterswerearound.The

secondborn,Heartbroughther3yearoldsonwith

her.Shewassittingonherlap

Paul'smother:ThisfestiveseasonIwantedustogo



toMozambique.

Olinda:(Mouthful)YeahMozambiqueisagoodidea.

Iheardaboutthefunplacesthere,activitiesand

everything.

Heart:ForgetaboutMozambique.Whydon'twevisit

CapeTownorDurban?

Paul:No.We'vebeentherealotoftimes.Let'stry

somethingdifferent.

Olinda:WhatdoyouthinkKG?

Me:(clearedmythroat)Uhm,Idon'tknow.ButI've

neverbeentoDurbanbeforesoI'dliketotrythat

out.Idon'tknowaboutyou.

Paul'sMother:WecangotoDurban.

Heart:Yeahit'sfine.

Olinda:(Chewing)Yeah.

WeContinuedchattingandlaughing.Ilookedat

themandsmiled.I'vebeenyearningforthis

momentforaverylongtime,Family.AllIever



wantedinthisworldisfamily.Tohaveafamily.I

wouldn'ttradethismomentforanythinghonestly.It

hasjustbeenmybrotherandIsinceourparents

passedonandthingswereneverthesame.We

haverelativesbuttheydon'tcareaboutus.They

neverdid.

Paul:Youokay?

Me:(Nodded)I'mokay.

Paul:(Smiled)Okay.

Itookasiponmychampagneandwipedthesideof

mymouthwithacloth.Myeyesmovedaroundand

stoppedontheentranceasilockedeyeswithhim.

Myheartskippedalittle.Thewholeatmosphere

suddentlychanged.Heheadedtowardsourtableas

peoplearoundthewholerestuarantlookedathim

andsomeeventookphotos.Hewasinblackjeans

andlightblueT-shirtthatshowedhistattoos.And

hewaswearingthoseboots.ThoseBlackDr

Martines.Hestoppedinfrontuswithhiseyesstill



gluedonme

Him:HeyMama.

Iswallowedhardthenquicklylookedaway.

Kutlwanogotupandheadedtohimasthey

shoulderbumped

Kutlwano:Ntwana!Ihaven'tseenyouinages.

Qhawe:(smiled)Iknow.Howareyou?

Kutlwano:I'mgoodgood.

Qhawe:Okay.(Lookedatthem)Sanibona.

Heartgreetedbackastheotherskeptquiet

Qhawe:(Lookedatme)CanIpleasetalktoyou?



Ilookedathimasmyheartpoundedfasterwith

anger.Hegavemepleadingeyesthenpinchedthe

bridgeofhisnose.Tearsthreatenedtofalldown

butItookdeepbreathstocalmmyselfdown.Who

doeshethinkheis?

Qhawe:Rachel.

Iangrilygotupandwalkedoutsideashefollowed

mebehind.godknowsI'veneverbeenthisangry.

Andhowdareheshowuptoday?

Istoppedoutsidetherestuarantwithmyarms

foldedashestoppedinfrontofme.Imadesure

thatIwasn'tlookingathimthoughIcouldfeelhis

eyesonme.

Qhawe:Hey.



HetriedtouchingmyhandbutImovedback.

Qhawe:I'msorry.

Me:(lookedathim)Ifyousaythatonemoretime,I'm

gettinginside.Justsaywhateveryouwanttosay

nowandleavemealone.

Helookedatmethenlickedhislips.

Qhawe:Canwegoandtalksomewhereelse?Look

atthesepeople-

Me:ChaweIdon'tfuckingcare.Justsaywhatever

shityouwanttosayandleave.Youjustdisturbed

menow.Ishouldbeeatinginsidetherenow,in

peace.Butno!Youdecidedtorockup.

Hejustlookedatmeandpinchedthebridgeofhis

noseagain.Helookednervous.



Qhawe:IwasawayonbusinessandIthoughtit'll

justtakeadaybutitdidn'tgothewayI'm

anticipated.Babepleasejust-

HemovedclosertomethenImovedback

Me:Pleasedon't.Ireallythoughtatsomepointwe

hadsomethingspecialChawe.Ireallydid.But

clearlynot.Iguessitwasjustsex.CauseImeanit

wasallthatwedid.(Swallowed)Iwon'tsay

anythingaboutyourAk-47's.Ijustdon'twant

anythingtodowithyou.Pleasestopstalkingme.

Stopcallingme.Whateverwehadisover.I'mno

longeryourbootycall.

Qhawe:Babe-

Me:ChaweNo.Keheditse.

Hepulledmeclosertohimandheldmywaisttight

asmyheartpounded



Qhawe:Don'tdothisplease.

IswallowedhardasIjerkedmyheadupandlooked

athim.Hestillsmelledgood.Hewasnowmore

tallerandbroader.Iwasliterallyonmytoesthough

Iwaswearingheels.godwhydoeshemakemethis

weak?Ishouldn'tbefeelinglikethis.

Hetouchedthebackonmyheadandpulledmy

faceclosertohisashekissedme.Iclosedmyeyes

andpushedhimawayastearsfilledmyeyes

Me:I'mdoneChawe.

Iturnedaroundandwalkedinsidetherestaurant.

(ABONUSSPONSOREDBYONEOFOURREADERS
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LaterthatdayNeneputtheneighbor'ssonthatshe

wasbabysittingonherbackandtiedhimupwitha

towel.Shesteppedonthetoyasshewalkedaround

thenshebentoverandpickeditup.Shelookedat

thethreeyearoldsleepingonthematwithtoysall

overthenshestartedcollectingallofthemandput

theminsideabox.Aftershecarriedthethreeyear

oldandlaidheronIthana'sbed.Herphonerangas

shepicked

Nene:Mama.

Auntie:Heyosiame(Yougood)

Nene:Yah.

Auntie:Okaynekegocheck'ahela(Iwasjust

checkinguponyou)



Nene:(confused)Oohokay.

Auntie:Sharp.Ketlagobonakamoso(Seeyou

tomorrow)

Nene:Sharp.

AuntiehungupthenNenewalkedtothekitchenand

startedcleaningthemessthekidsmade.Herphone

rangagainasshelookedatthecallerdetailsand

sighed

Nene:Hello?

Les:Hey.I'vespokentoafriendofminewho'sa

gynecologisttocheckyououtaboutthatcondition.

Nene:(sighed)I'lltryhomeremediesLes.

Les:Oredon'tdothat.Ithoughtwespokeaboutthis.

Youhadababy8monthsago.Theremightbe

somethingwrongwithyourvagina.Maybethey

didn'tstitchitproperly.

Nene:Excuseme?There'snothingwrongwithmy



vagina.Youjusthaveasmall-(paused)I'lltryhome

remediespleasedon'tforceme.

Les:Howwillweenjoythetripwhenyouarestillin

thatcondition?

Nene:I'llfixit.

Les:BabeI'mnottryingtooffendyou.Ijustwantto

help.

Nene:(rolledhereyes)Iknow.Butpleasejustletme

dealwithit.I'vebeendoingkegelexercisesand

theyarehelping.

Les:(Sighed)Okay.Bye,Iloveyou.

Nene:Don'tforgettosendthemoney.I'mvisiting

mycousintomorrowremember?

Les:HowmuchshouldIsendagain?

Nene:Uhm,3Kisfine.

Les:Sharp.Loveyou.

Nene:Loveyoutoo.



Shehungupthencontinuedcleaning.Onceshe

wasdone,shelaidthesmallbabyonthebedand

walkedbacktothelounge.Shesatonthecouch

andcountedallthemoneyshehad.Itwasenough

tobuyherbabiesclothesandafewweaves.Plus

MusawillcontributeforTransport.Soit'sallsorted.

AtHome

Paulsilentlywalkedwithusinsidethehouse.

ThingshavebeenawkwardsinceQhaweshowed

up.Theydidn'tevenaskmeabouthim.Wejust

carriedonlikenothinghappened.

Me:I'llcomeandbakewithMatomorrow.Seeyou

then.

Paul:Alright.Goodbye.

Me:Bye.



HewalkedtohiscarasIlookedathimthenhe

steppedinsideanddroveoff.Isighedthenstepped

insidethehouseandwenttomyroom.Isatonmy

bedandremovedtheponytailonmyhairthenI

threwmyselfonthebedandstaredattheceilingas

tearsstreameddown.I'vebeenamesssinceheleft

mewithoutsayingagain.Maybethat'swhy

Vhutshilodruggedmesoeasilywithoutmeeven

noticing.Iwascallingandmessaginghimeveryday.

Cryingandaskingmyselfquestions.AtsomepointI

eventhoughtthathewasindangerandgotreally

worried.Butallofthatwasnottrue.Hejustleftme

likethatandneverlookedback.Heonlycomes

backwhenhewantssex.Onlythen.OnlyGod

knowswhatheevendoeswiththoseak-47.He'sa

fuckingcriminal.Agangster.

HowdidIfallforthisperson?WhydidIfallforthis

person?

Me:(crying)Godwhy?WhydoIlovehimsomuch?

Whydoesithurtsomuch?Idon'twanttolovehim.

Hekeepshurtingme.



Igrabbedapillowandcriedonit.Thedooropened

asIstoppedcryingthenwipedmytears

Me:(shakyvoice)Kutlwanopleaseleave.Ineeda

momentalone.

Ifeltsomeoneclimbingonthebedandhuggedme

tightfrombehind.Bythesmellofacologneand

body,Icouldtellitwashim.Howdidheevenget

here?

Me:Chaweleavemealone.

Qhawe:(lowtone)I'msorry.

Hewhisperedinmyear.Hesmelledcigarettesand

alcoholbuthisbreathsmelledminty.



Me:Chawe.Stopactinglikeachildandgetoffmy

back.Ican'tbreathe.

HepulledmeuntilIwasdownonmykneesand

huggedmetightwhilebreathingonmyneck.My

backwasstillfacinghim.IswallowedhardasI

closermyeyes.

Qhawe:IcareaboutyouKgaogelo.

Me:Pleaseleavemealone.

Qhawe:I'msorry.Ididn'tknowhowtotellyou.Don't

leaveme.Please.

Therewasjustsomethingabouthistonewhenhe

saidthat.Hesoundedsincere.I'veneverheardhim

talklikethisbefore.

Qhawe:Idon'twantyoutoknowaboutwhatIdo

causeIknowyou'llleaveme.That'swhyIdidn'ttell



youwhereIwasgoing.Pleasebabydon'tdothisto

me.

Hisheartpoundedfastonmyback.Iwipedmy

tearsslowlyandtriedpushinghimawaybuthewas

holdingmetight

Qhawe:Please.

Me:Chawe.

Qhawe:Icareaboutyou.Ireallydo.

HekissedmyneckthenshoulderasIfeltbutterflies

onmystomachandclosedmyeyes

Qhawe:I'msorry.

Me:(Tearfully)Youhurtme.

Qhawe:(Kissedmyneck)IknowbabyandI'msorry.

I'mreallysorry.



Me:(Tearfully)Idon'ttrustyou.

Qhawe:IknowandI'mgoingtofixmymistakesI

promise.I'mgoingtoearnyourtrust.

Me:Ican'tdothis.

Qhawe:Babyplease.Please.

Hisbodywasshakingasheheldme.

Me:Sleeponthebed.

Heslowlyletgoofmethenlaidonthebed.Ilooked

athimasoureyeslocked.Hiseyeswerered.He

lookedverydrunkandtired.Itookhisbootsoffand

coveredhimwithablanket

Me:Sleep.

Qhawe:Sleepwithme.



IlookedathimasIsighedthenlaidnexttohimwith

mybackagainsthim.Hepulledmemorecloserto

himandheldmetight.

Qhawe:I'msorry.

Me:RobalaChawe.(Sleep)

(ANOTHERBONUSSPONSOREDBYONEOFOUR
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Atmidnight,Irubbedmyeyes,halfasleepinthe

darkasIfeltQhaweslowlytakingoffmypants

whilebreathingheavilyonmyneck.Icouldfeelhis

hardrockhugedickonmyassashetookmypants

off.Hekissedthetipofmyshoulderthensucked



myneckasIbitmylowerliphardsuppressinga

moan.Hepartedmythighswithhiskneeandlifted

mylegashepushedmythongonthesideand

pulledmemoreclosertohimthenrubbedmyclit

Me:(gasped)Chawe.

Withoutawarning,HeslippedhisfingerinsideasI

moanedsoftlythenstartedmovingitupanddown.

Me:(Moaning)Chaweahh.Mmh.

Qhawe:(breathingheavily)Fuck!Ican't.Iwantmy

dickinsidethiswarmpussy.

Hegentlyranhisfatmushroomheadthroughmy

pussylipsbackandforthbeforehestoppedatmy

littleholeandslowlypushedhalfhisdickinsideasI

flinchedalittle.MypussystretchedopenasI

gasped.



Me:(frowned)Chawe.Qhawe:(kissedmyneck)Sorry.

Hegrabbedmywaistwithbothhishandsandfilled

mypussyupwithhisdick

Me:Ohgod!

Ipinnedmyelbowlyingonmysideashedrilledin

andoutofmypussyslowlylyingbehindmethenhe

#REMOVED

InthemorningIopenedmyeyesandlookedonthe

sideofthebedhopingtoseehimbuthewasnot

there.MythroatdriedupasIsatupstraightand

sniffed.Ifeltsomethingwarmleakingonmythighs

asIquicklypushedtheblanketoffandopenedmy

thighs.IsmiledasIlookedathiswarmsemen

leakingonmyvagina.Flashbacksofwhat

transpiredafewhoursagoreplayedinmymindasI



blushed.Iclimbedoffthebedandstoodinfrontof

themirrorasIlookedatmyself.Ihadhickeysall

overmyneckandchest.Itookmyphoneontopof

thethedrawerandtextedFerahonWhatsApp

Me: Friend!Hefuckedmesogoodgore.Karehis

cumisstillleakingonmyvagina.Thismanknows

howtoworkhiswaist.He'sabeast.Hewentlike

this .Friend!Iwasparalyzedfora

minute.Iliterallywantedtocry likedudedon'tkill

mewithpleasureplease.

Ferah: Who?

Me:Qhawe

Ferah:Wtf!Sotheghostisback

Me:He'sback.Hewasonhiskneesyesterday

beggingmetoforgivehim.Hecamedrunkandall

messedup

Ferah:Andyouforgavehimandgaveittohimso

easily?Girlwhydoyouallowhimtotreatyoulike

this.Can'tyouseehe'smanipulatingyouwithsex?



Ksasahe'llbegoneandyou'llbecryingagain.Ibet

youdidn'tevenuseCondom.TypicalDoctor

Me:Whatifthistimethingsturnsoutdifferently?

Whatifheneverleavesmeagain?I'mjusttaking

mychanceagainanddoingthiswithhim.Ifhe

leavesmeagain,I'llforgivehimwhenheapologizes

againbutIknowI'llreachabreakingpointafterall

there'salimittowhatawomanbeingcantake.But

Fornow,I'mintoodeep.Pleasedon'tjudgeme

Ferah:Ihategirlswhoaredesperateforlove.Inever

thoughtyou'llturnoutlikethattoo.Idon't

understandwhyyouwouldallowyourselftobe

disrespectedandplayedlikethat.I'mso

disappointedKg

Me:ButIreallydolovehimFerah

Ferah:buthedoesn'tloveyouokay!Stopdoingthat

toyourself.

ThedooropenedasIlookedinthemirrorand

immediatelylockedeyeswithhim.Myheart



skippedalittle

Hewasinhisboxersandhadnothingonhisupper

body.Hismusclesandtattooswerealloutin

display.Hewalkedtowardsmewithaplateonhis

handandstoodbehindme.

Qhawe:(Deeovoice)Goodmorning.

Me:M..morning.

Helookedatmeinthemirrorandbithislowerlip.I

droppedmygaze

Qhawe:Hey.

Me:(lookedathim)

Qhawe:Ididn'tleave.Iwillneverleaveyouagain.

Hishandmovedonmywaistashepulledmecloser



him

Qhawe:Icareaboutyou.

Me:..

Qhawe:TherearemanythingsaboutmethatInever

wantyoutofindoutabout.I'llberealwithyouon

thatone.

Heputtheplateontopofthedrawerandturnedme

aroundtofacehim.Myeyesmovedonthehuge

plasterthatwasonhisstomachandranmyfingers

aroundit

Me:Oneofthosethingsincludethis?

Qhawe:Yeah.

Me:(swallowed)Thishappenedrecently.Youstill

haveaplasteron.

Qhawe:It'llhealinafewdaystime.



Me:I'lllookatit.

Qhawe:(kissedmyforehead)OkayMama.

Me:Chawe,Idon'tcareaboutyourbusinessand

everythingyoudo.Ijustwantyoutoprotect

yourselfatalltimes.Cometomeinonepeace.

Qhawe:...

Me:Chawe.Promiseme.Ifyoudocareaboutme

thenyou'lldoasIsay.

Qhawe:Ican'tpromiseyouthat.Idon'twanttogive

youfalsehope.

Me:Wow!

Isatonthebedandshookmyhead.Hesquattedin

frontofme

Qhawe:Don'tbelikethis.It'snotthateasy.Things

don'talwaysgoasplanned.

Me:..



Qhawe:Idon'twanttohurtyouwithfalsepromises.

Ihatemakingfalsepromises.ButIwantyouto

knowthatnomatterwhathappens,you'llalwaysbe

inmyheart.I-

HepausedasIlookedathim

Qhawe:(heldmyhands)Icare.

Me:Okay.

Qhawe:(Chuckled)Istoppedsmokingforafewdays.

Me:...

Qhawe:Ididn'twanttosmokecauseIfeltlikeIwas

betrayingyou.ButYesterdayIwasjuststressedout

that'swhyIendedupsmoking.Idon'twantwhatwe

havetoend.

Hecuppedmyfaceinhishandsandkissedme

softly



Qhawe:Youaretheonlythingthatmakessensein

myliferightnow.

Me:Really?

Qhawe:Yeah.Babe,thatfirstnightwassupposedto

bejustaonenightstandbutIcouldn'tstopthinking

aboutyou.Iwouldhaveleftandneverreturned.

Me:Youleftagain.

Qhawe:andcameback?

Me:Thenyougoingtoleaveagain.We'lljustbe

runningaroundincircles.

Qhawe:Never.Ilearntmymistakes.I'llneverdothat

again.

Me:(serious)I'moldChawehonestlyandI'mtiredof

hideandseek.Iwantarealman,amanwho's

transparentwithme.Amanwhotrustsme.Aman

who'sseriousandyouarenotlikethat.Idon'teven

knowwhyI'mstilldoingthiswithyou.Maybeis

becauseitfeelsright?Idon'tknowbutIfyoupull

thatstuntagain.I'mleavingyou.Iwon'tbethis

weakbeforeyou.



Heswallowedashepinchedthebridgeofhisnose

Me:WhenIsawthoseak-47inyourboothIknew

youwereinvolvedinsomethingdoggy.Idon'teven

wanttoknowwhatyoudobutallIwantedwas

"KgaogeloI'llbegoneforafewdays.Takecareof

yourself"that'sall.Notyoudisappearingonmeand

treatingmelikeabootycalloramI?

Qhawe:Ofcoursenot.

Me:ThenwhatamItoyou?

Hedroppedhiseyesthenpinchedthebridgeofhis

noseagain.Hewasnervous

Me:Chawe.

Qhawe:AllIknowis,Idon'twannaloseyou.
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InthesamemorningMusaheldNene'sbagasthey

steppedoutsidewithIthanastaringatmeinher

uniform.

Nene:It'sstillearly.Itwon'tbedifficulttofindtaxis.

Youshouldhavewenttowork.I'llmanage.

Musa:Nobabe.IwantedtodothisandItoldyounot

toworryaboutit.

Ithana:Auntiewhenwillyoubeback?

Shesmiledthenkneltinfrontofherandhuggedher

tightly

Nene:I'llbehomeonSundaydon'tworry.I'llbring



Mosa,Thapeloandtheyoungone.

Ithana:(Smiled)PleasecomesoonAuntie.Iwantto

playwiththem.

Nene:Okaynana.

ShekissedherforeheadthenwavedatherasShe

steppedoutsidetheyardwithmusajustas

Shamiso(theneighbor)andherdaughterpassedby

andtookIthanawiththemandtheywalkedto

school.

Musa:Takecareofyourselfthere.

Nene:Iwill.

Hestoodbehindherandhuggedhertightasshe

smiled

Musa:I'llmissyou.



Nene:Iknow.Butit'sonlythreedayssthandwaSam

thenI'llbeback.

Musa:(kissedherneck)Withourbabies.

Nene:(giggled)Yes.Withourbabies.

Theystoodinthatpositionuntilataxicamethen

theyclimbedinsidebeforeitdroveoff

AtPaul'sHouse

Heclimbedoffthebedonlyinhisboxersas

someoneknockedrepeatedlyonthedoor.

Paul:Don'tbreakmydoor.IsaidI'mcoming.

Heopenedthedoorandcameacrosshisyounger

sister'sface



Paul:Olindawhatthehell?

Shethrewherselfinthenhecloserthedoor

Paul:(annoyed)Whatareyoudoinghere?Youknow

thatIjustknockedoffnowandI'mtryingtorest.

Olinda:I'msorry.I'vejustbeenmeaningtotalkto

you.Youdidn'tevenanswermytextsyesterday.

What'sgoingon?

Paul:With?

Olinda:Kgaogelo.Wasthatherboyfriend?

Paul:Really?Youcamehereforthis.

Olinda:Iwantedtoknow.Ithoughtyouguyswere

dating.

Paul:Noofcoursenot.Wearenotdating.Wejust

worktogetherthat'sall.Evenifwedid,that'snoneof

yourbusiness.

Olinda:ButIknowyouguysweregoingtohititat

somepoint.Whyareyouallowingthistohappen?



Heopenedthedoorandpushedheroutside

Olinda:Paul!

Paul:Iwanttosleep.Bye.

Heclosedthedooronherfaceandrushedtothe

bedashethrewhimselfandclosedhiseyes.He

triedfallingasleepbuthecouldn't.Whydidshe

havetoremindhimaboutitwhenhewasstilltrying

toforgetit.Hetossedandturneduntilheeventually

slept

AtIthembaMine

IsteppedoutsidethecarinmypinkMagdalena

minidressandwhiteairforceasItuckedmycurly

weavebehindmyearwhilelookingaround.



Qhawesteppedoutandwalkedtowardsmethen

heldmyhand

Qhawe:Welcometomyworld.

Me:It'shuge.

Qhawe:You'llseeitbetterwhenweclimbtothetopt.

Let'sgoandgetthehelmetsfirst.

Me:(Smiled)Okay.

Wewalkedtotheworkshopthengrabbedthe

jacketsandhelmetsthenwalkedtotheopenside

andclimbedallthewaytothetop

Me:Ishouldhavewornpants,I'mnotcomfortable.

Qhawe:It'sonlymehereandIloveyoumorein

dresses.

HewinkedatmeasIshookmyheadandlaughed.



Heunexpectedlygrabbedmeandscoopedmein

hisarmsashespanaroundwithme

Me:(laughed)Chawe.

Hestoppedandkissedmestillcarryingmeinhis

armsthenheputmedownasIsteppedonhis

bootsandwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckand

laidmyheadonhisshoulder.

Me:Idon'twanttoloseyoutoo.

Qhawe:(huggedmetight)Youwon't.I'llalwaysbe

here.

Westoodinthatpositionforafewminutesthenhe

carriedmeonhisbackasweclimbedonthetop.

Wecouldseeeverythingthatwashappening.The

minersdiggingandthosemachines



Me:Wow!Thisisbeautiful.

Iclickedafewpictureswithmyphoneandalso

tooksomeofustogether.Thenwestoodinsilence

whileholdinghandsaswewatched

Me:Itmusthavetakenalongtimetoachievethis.

Qhawe:Yeah.Ittookalongtimebutwedidn'tgive

up.Wekeptpushingandfinallycreatedthis.Butit

wasn'tthisbigwhenwestarted.Westartedfrom

thebottom.Itwasalotofwork.

Me:I'msureitwas.

Qhawe:MyparentsdiedwhenIwasfourteen.My

olderbrotherwaseighteen.AtthattimeZenze,my

youngerbrotherwas3.Tellmewhatwecouldhave

donewitha3yearoldatthattime.Mybrother

(swallowed)He'sagoodbrother.

Me:(Smiled)I'msureheis.

Qhawe:(Smiled)Heis.



Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisstomachandlaidmy

headonhim.

Qhawe:Thenwedecidedtonamethismine

Ithemba(Hope).becauseofZenze.Hewastheone

whogaveushope,theencouragementtofinishthis

whenwewantedtogiveup.Lookingathisinnocent

facejustbroughtalotofpain.Hewasjustyoung

andhedidn'tknowanything.Wehadtodoitforhim.

Myparentsalsohadnothingintheirnamescause

theywerejustuseless.

Me:Babe.

Qhawe:Theywereuseless.

Ikeptquietandlethimcontinue.Theremighta

reasonbehindthat.MyphonerangasIclearedmy

throatandlookedathim

Me:It'swork.



Qhawe:(calmly)Answerit.

Ianswered

Me:Hello?

Paul:(panting)HeyIknowyourleaveendstomorrow

butthere'sanemergencyandAllthedoctorsare

needed.AbigaccidentoccurredinSebokengand

weneedallhandsondeckonthecasualty

department.

Me:OkayI'llbethererightnow.

Paul:Hurry.

Me:Okay.

IhungupthenlookedatQhawe

Me:Ineedtogo.Wehaveanemergencyatwork.

Qhawe:Oh.



Me:YeahI'msorry.We'lldothisnexttime.

Ikissedhimthenhuggedhimtight

Me:I'msorry.

Qhawe:It'sfine.

Me:Pleasedrivemetowork.I'lljustgolikethis.

There'snotime.

Qhawe:Let'sgo.

Heheldmyhandaswerantotheparkinglot
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AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

Theparedemicsrushedtheyoungboyinsidethe

hospitalinastretcherastheypushedhimtotheER.

Parademic:Eightyearoldhealthyboy.Statuspost

encounterwithashatteredglasssign.Numerous

lacerations.

Theypushedhiminsideandclosedthedooraswe

lookedathimandquicklyfixedeverything

Paul:Gethimsetupwithtraumathreewithan

EKG,fullbloodworkandapanscan.

Ibrieflylookedathim



Me:Venousdistention.Hisleftveinsarepopping.

Paul:Intrathoracicpressure.He'snotbreathing,his

chestismovingparadoxically.Ineedaneedle.

Iquicklyfixedaneedleandhandedittohimashe

inserteditonhischesttoreleasethepressure.I

uncoveredtheboy'sT-shirtandlookedathisribs

thentouchedthemgoingdown

Me:Theincisionshouldtakeplacetworibsdown.

Paulstoodonmysidethentookthescalpeland

touchedhisleftribsjustgoingdownwithhis

fingersuntilhewasonhissecondribthencutdown

onit,makingsurehestaysinthemidaxillaryline

justInthemiddleofhisarmpitandinsertedachest

tubeastheboygasped.Iheldthetubeinmyhand

andhangitonjustnearthebed

Me:(breathingheavily)He'sbreathing.



NurseEma:HisECGalsochanged.Itusedtobe

higher.It's86BPM.

Me:WeneedtodoanEcho.

Nurse:Hiseyesarewideopen,isgonnatakeawhile.

Paul:(firmly)Itdoesn'tmatter!

Ilookedathim

AFTERAFEWHOURS

Weremovedourglovesandwashedourhandsthen

sanitizedthemaswewalkedtotheentrance

Me:Iwonderhowabuildingcouldjustfallonpeople

likethat.It'shorrible.

DoctorMane:Tellmeaboutit.

Me:Alotofpeopledied.It'ssad.

DoctorMane:Iknowright.



IlookedatPaulfocusingontheflooraswewalked

thensighed

AtIthembaMine

Zenzeopenedthebagthathadthediamondsashe

showedhisbrothers

Sambulo:Youinsuredthemthistime?

Zenze:(sighed)I'mnotgonnadothesamemistake

again.

Sambulo:Ihopeso(lookedatthediamonds)Keep

themsafe.Weneedthemforthelaunch.

Zenze:Sure.

Heclosedthebagthenwalkedout



Sambulo:EvaalreadyfoundthePlace.She's

handlingeverything.Neilwilltakecareofthe

security.Everythingshouldbereadybytomorrow.

Qhawe:

Sambulo:Therewon'tbeanyproblem.

HelookedatQhawewhowaslostinthoughtswhile

smiling

Sambulo:Ibetthatsmilehaseverythingtodowith

thegirlyoubroughthereearlier.

Qhawe:(Snappedoutofhisthoughts)What?

Sambulo:Youthinkingabouther.Whoisshe?

Qhawe:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Sambulo:Youknowyoudo.Youbroughtagirlhere

earlieron.You'veneverbroughtanyoneherebefore.

Shemustbespecial,henceyousmiling.(Laughed)

it'snotabadthingtofallinlove.

Qhawe:Idon'tloveher.It'sjustsex.



Sambulo:(smiled)Yeahright.Stopconvincing

yourself.Thatattituderighttherewillcostyouher.

Qhawe:Ididn'texpectyoutobelieveme.

Sambulo:(laughed)Right.

Helaughedagainthenfocusedonhislaptopas

Qhawestoodupandwalkedtohisoffice

AttheAiport

Intheplane,NenesatnexttoLesandputonher

seatbeltassherestedherheadonthechair

breathingheavily

Nene:(laughing)I'mgoingtofaint.Weshouldhave

hiredacaroryoushouldhavejustdrove.

Les:(laughed)Noitwouldhavetakenmorehours

andIdon'twantthat.Iwantustospendmoretime

togetherandgettherefast.



Nene:(smiled)Thankyouforthis.

Les:(kissedher)Iloveyou.

Nene:Iloveyoutoo.

Theyheldeachother'shandstightastheylaughed

lookingateachother'seyes.

AttheHospital

Intheemergencyroom,Imonitoredthepatient's

vitalsafterIwasdoneIstoodnexttoFerah.Almost

alltheDoctorswereintheroomincludingPaul.I

noticedthemgivingmestaresasIpatFerah's

shoulder

Me:What'sgoingon?

Ferah:...

Me:They'vebeengivingmestares.Idon'tknow



what'sgoingon.

Ferah:"QhawePhakathwayoandhisnewmistress"

withyourpictureatarestuarant.

Me:Huh?

Ferah:There'sapictureofyouandhimcirculating

onsocialmedia.Attherestaurantandoutsideon

theparkinglotkissing.

Me:(heartskipped)What?

Ferah:"Hisnewmistress"

Shewalkedawayasmyheartpoundedagainstmy

chest.Nowonderpeopletookpicturesthatday.But

whatfor?Andmistress?I'mhismistress?

TheroomwentsilentasIlookedaroundandlocked

eyeswithHim.Hewalkedtowardsmewithasmile

Him:(Smiled)It's7PM.



Heputhishandsaroundmywaistandtriedkissing

mebutImovedmyfaceback.Thenhenoticedhow

uncomfortableIwasandslowlyrubbedmywaist

Qhawe:Let'sgo.

Me:I..Ihaveafewthingstodofirst.

Qhawe:I'llwaitforyou.

Me:Okay.

Ilookedateveryonethenbackathimaswe

steppedoutside.

Me:(pushedhimaway)ReallyChawe.I'matwork.

Qhawe:(Smile)Andyoulooksexyonthatcoat.

Ishookmyheadaswesteppedinsidetheelevator.

Therewerealreadypeopleinsidesoheheldmy



handtightandmadesurewewereattheback.

Iturnedandlookedathimasgavemeasillysmirk

thenhekneltdownaseveryonequicklylookedat

him.Hepretendedthathewastieyinghisboots

theneveryonelookedahead.

IfelthishandonmylegsasIgasped.Ilookedat

himashemovedhishandallthewaytomypanty

whilehegotupandmovedmythongontheside

andstartedrubbingonmyclit.

Me:Mhm.(Clearedmythroat)

Hegotclosertomeandlookedaheadactinglike

he'sdoingnothingthenslidhistwofingersinside

andstartedmovingthem.IbreathedheavilyasI

closedmyeyesandgrabbedhisJackettight.



Me:Mhm.Huu.Modimo.

Iclearedmythroatagain.HewentomfasterasI

grabbedhisjackettighterandbitmylowerliphard

suppressingamoanhopingthesepeoplebehindus

don'tnoticeanything.

Me:(closedmyeyes)Ahh..mhmm.

Theyturnedandlookedatusashequicklyremoved

hishandandlookedatme

Qhawe:What'swrongMama?

Iswallowedthenlookedatthemstaringatme.I

quicklyshookmyhead.Theelevatoropenedthen

theysteppedout.Hegrabbedmywaistandlaughed



Me:Whythehelldidyoudothat?
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Me:Whythehelldidyoudothat?

Qhawe:Ijustwantedtoseehowyou'dhandleit.And

youtried,Igiveyou6/10.

Ikeptquietaswewalkedtomylocker.Itookmy

thingsandwalkedoutsidetotheparkinglotwith

himfollowingme.

Qhawe:Babe.

Hepulledmeclosertohimbymyhandandheldmy

waist



Qhawe:What'swrong?I'msorryfordoingwhatIdid

intheelevatorthen.

Me:Areyoumarried?

Qhawe:No.I'msingle.

Me:Whyaretheycallingmeyourmistress?

Qhawe:(Frowned)Who?

ItookmyphoneoutofmybagandgotonTwitter.

Weweretrending.Ishowedhimthenhesighed.I

didn'texpectthatreaction.Hedidn'tseembothered

Me:Areyounotgonnasayanything?

Qhawe:ThisisapartofmylifethatIwantyoutobe

readyfor.Mediaalwayswritethingsaboutus.Good

andbadthings.Idon'twantyoutotakethemto

heart.Youdon'tevenhavetoentertainthem.

Me:Butareyoumarried?Whyareyounot

answeringme?



Qhawe:I'mnotmarried.WhywouldIbeherewith

youifIwas?

Me:...

Qhawe:Youaretheonlywomaninmylife.

Hetuckedmyweavebehindmyearandsoftly

kissedmylips

Qhawe:Youaretheonlywomaninmylife.Ipromise

you.

Me:Okay.Iwanttogoandfreshenup.

Isteppedinsidethecarandsatcomfortably.Hegot

inhissideandlookedatme

Qhawe:Rachel.

Me:...

Qhawe:(Firmly)WhenI'mtalkingtoyou,Iwantyou



tolookatmeintheeyeandanswerme.

Me:...

Heclenchedhisjawsandspedoff.Istrappedon

myseatbeltasmyheartpoundedagainstmychest

MeanwhilePaulsteppedoutofthehospitaland

lookedatthecarspeedingoffinthehighway.He

shookhisheadthenunlockedhiscar.Ferahstood

outsidewaitingforanUberwhilePaulpassedher

withhiscarthenhereversedandstoppedinfront

ofher.Ferah'sheartpoundedagainstherchestas

sheavoidedlookinginhiseyes.Hewasso

handsomeandhenevernoticeher.Whynow?

Paul:HeyDoctorCha-(laughed)Ferahright?

Ferah:(lowtone)Yeah.

Paul:SorryIcan'tpronounceyoursurnameproperly.

Ferah:It'sokay.Myfriendalsocan't.



Paul:Right.CanItakeyouhome?It'sverylateright

nowandboltsarenotreallysafe.

Ferah:NoIcan't-

Paul:Iinsist.

Shelookeddownthesteppedinsideashedroveoff

Paul:Sowhereareyoustaying?

Ferah:Newtown.

Paul:Alright.

AtQhawe'sHouse

Hethrustedforthelasttimeasmypussyached

andleakedwithourcum.

Me:(sniffed)I..I'msorrybaby.Iloveyou.Iloveyou.



Idozedoffonthebedashecoveredmewitha

blanketandlookedatme.Hislipsunexpectedly

curvedasmilethenhequicklygotupandwentto

thebathroom.Hewashedhisdickthenputonhis

boxers.Hestoodonthedoorstepandlookedatme

ashesmiled.Thenhetookhisphoneanddialeda

numberwhilewalkingout

ThefollowingdayFerahpacedaroundherroomas

shebattledonwhethertotextmeornot.Shebither

lowerlipandtexted

Ferah:Heybarbiedoll

Ittickedonetickthenshesighedandwalkedtothe

bathroomtofreshenup.Onceshewasdone,she

walkedoutwithatowelaroundherbodyandlooked

atherphone.Herfacelitupwhenshesaw

Kgaogelo'sreply



Kgaogelo:Hey

Ferah:Whylaughing?

Kgaogelo:Iwasdicktimazedyesterdayfornot

obeying.Iwasliterallybegginghimtostopcause

hekeptgivingmeorgams.Ijustwantedtodie

Ferah:Youandhimareallaboutsex.It'snotcute.

Kgaogelo:WejuststartedoutandI'mnot

ccomplaining.IthinkIlovehisdickmore

Ferah:Friendpleasedon'tgethurt.

Kgaogelo:Don'tworrybabe.Igotthis.I'vebeen

throughworseinmylifeandhimhurtingmewould

benothingcomparedtowhatIwentthrough.

Ferah:Okay.Ireallymissyou.Youstopped

checkingonmesincehecame.

Kgaogelo:I'msorry.I'vejustbeencoopedupwith

workandHIM .ButI'llcheckuponhim.

Yesterday'saccidentwassohorriblethatittooka

tollonme.



Ferah:Same.Icouldn'tsleep. kgaogelo:IdoubtI

wouldhaveslepttooifQhawewasn'there Kana

themorguewasfullyesterday.

Ferah:Yeah FriendIhaveacrushonsomeone.

Kgaogelo:mhmm.Who?

Ferah:OurseniorDoctor.DoctorJones

Kgaogelo:Paul?

Ferah:HisnameisPaul?Yeahhim.

Kgaogelo:Wowaww.Youshouldtellhimhowyou

feel.He'sagreatman.

Ferah:YohI'mscared.

Ithadonetickthenshesighedandputitawayas

sheappliedlotiononherbody

AtQhawe'sHouse

IsteppedoutsideonlyonhisT-shirtandnoticed



himtalkingonthephoneoutside,justnexttothe

swimmingpool.Hishousewashugebutdull.

Everythingwasblack.

Henoticedmethenhangupandwalkedtowards

me.Hewasshirtlessandhelookedyummy.I

blushedthenlookedaway

Qhawe:(kissedme)Goodmorning.Didyouhavea

goodnightsleep?

Me:Yeah.

Qhawe:Didyoumeanwhatyousaidyesterday?

Me:(confused)What?

Qhawe:Nevermind.Come.

Heletmetothetableoutsidefulloffoodashe

pulledachairformewhileIsatdown.Hewentand

satontheotherside.



Qhawe:Ihaveasupriseforyou.

Me:(Smiled)Really?Whereisit?

Qhawe:Finishyourbreakfastfirst.

Me:(smiled)Okay.

AtPaul'sHouse

HisMotherdishedupforhimthenwatchedhimeat

likehislifedependedonit

Paul'smother:Shetextedme.

Paul:(Mouthful)Who?

Paul'smother:Kgaogelo.

Paul:Ooh?whatdidshesay?

Paul'smother:Shewasjustapologizingthatshe

couldn'thelpmebakeyesterdaybecauseofsome

emergencyatworkandshe'llcometoday.

Paul:Okay.



Paul'smother:Doyouloveher?

Paul:Notyouagainmom.

Paul'smother:Iwanttoknowifyoudo.Son,Idon't

wantyoudwellinguponher,orstuckonherrather.

Shetreatsyoulikeabrotheranditshouldstaylike

that.

Paul:...

Paul'smother:Idon'twanthertostopcomingtome

whenthingsgetsawkwardbetweenyoutwo.

Paul:Theywon'tgetawkward.Idon'tevenloveher

likethat.

Paul'smother:Okay.

InCapeTown

Nenesteppedoutsidethelodgewithheryellow

swimwearandsatonthedinnertablefulloffood.

Shetookafewpicturesanduploadedthemon

Facebookwithacaptionof"Softlife "



Lesleywalkedinandkissedherbeforesittingdown

Les:(Smiled)Doyoulikeeverything?

Nene:Babylookatthis!ThisisCapeTown.Imean

ofcourse.

Les:(laughed)I'mgladyoulikeeverything.

Nene:Canyoupleasetakepicturesofmefirstinmy

swimwear?

Les:(laughed)Okay.

ShesatsexilylikehowtheInstagraminfluencersdo

asLesclickedpictures.Shewassoyellowandher

braidssuitedheralot.Lessmiledthenpaused

staringathertinybody.

Nene:Babe!

Les:(snappedoutofhisthoughts)Yeah,sorry.



AtAuntie'sHouse

ShedialedNene'snumberasitcontinouslyrang

unanswered.Sheclickedhertongueandwalked

outsidethehouse
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AtCapeTown

InaYatch,NenesippedonherChampagneand

fixedhersunglassesasLesleylookedatherwhile



smiling.Shepostedthepicturesshetookona

yatchandtheoceanonfacebookandWhatsApp.In

oneminute,Therewasonecommentandonelikeas

smiledandreadit.Itwasfrom"Lozawabantwana"

Lozawabantwana:Whatkindofamotherareyou

wena?Yourkidsarestarvingandyouareinthe

oceanwithpantieslivingyourbestlife "

Shelookedathisprofilepictureandfrownedthen

clickedhertonguethenquicklytyped

Nene:Mykidsaredoingjustfinewenaomaswe,ka

dinko.StaythehellawayfrommyprofilebeforeI

blockyou.Icommunicatewithmymotherandnot

you.Satane!Abusivedicklet.Youdon'teven

supportthesekids "

Sheclickedhertongueagainthenloggedout



Les:Heywhat'swrong?

Nene:Urghit'smybabydaddy.

Les:(frowned)Whatdidhesay?Ithoughtyouguys

arenotcommunicating.

Nene:Wearenotcommunicating.Hejust

commentedonthepicturesIpostednow.Idon't

evenknowhowhefoundme.Ishouldhaveuseda

fakename.

Hesatnexttoherandpulledherlegsinbetween

hislegsthentheystaredateachothereyes

Les:Blockhimanddon'tlethimgettoyousomuch.

WeareheretorelaxandIdon'twantyoutobesad.

Yourbabyisfinewithyourmothersoforgetabout

him.

Nene:DidyousendMamathemoney?

Les:ShitIforgot.I'llmakethepaymentnow.



Nene:(Smiled)Okay.

Hetookhisphoneoutandsentthemoney

Les:Done!

Nene:(Smiled)Thankyoubaby.

Shesatonhislapandsoftlykissedhislips

Nene:Ilovehowyourbreathsmells.

Les:(smiled)Whatdoesmybreathsmelllike?

Nene:Itsmellslikesweets,alwaysandIlovethat.

TheykissedagainasLesgropedherass

Nene:(laughed)Les



AtAuntie'sHouse

ShesmiledwidelyasshestaredattheR5000Nene

sent.Shequicklywenttothekitchenandpoured

waterinsideapotthenputitonthestoveasit

boiled.

ThenshewalkedbacktoherroomandheldNene's

lastborninherarms

Auntie:(Smiled)Mmagofinallysentthemoney.

AtMusa'sHouse

Hesatonthecouchandlookedathisfindingson

Googlethendialedhisolderbrother

Brother:Hello?



Musa:Hey,I'vebeenlookingatNETBANKandIthink

theymighthelp.ButI'mgoingtobetryingallof

them.

Brother:That'sgood.Whenyouarefree,gotothe

bankandaskforInquirerwhowilltellyouwhatthe

bankoffersanddoesnotofferthenthey'llreferyou

tothemanager.Youmightgettheloan.

Musa:Yeah.I'msoexcitedforthisandIhopeI

makeit.I'vebeenwantingthissinceforever.

Brother:Iknow.Ifthemoneyisnotenoughcallme.

I'llhelp.

Musa:Idon'twanttogetonyourwife'sbadside

again.AnywayIwasjusttellingyousoyouknow.

Brother:Itoldyoutostoptalkingabouther

wheneverwetalkaboutmoney.Mymoneyismy

moneyandhermoneyishermoney.

Musa:(sighed)Haiokay.Sharp.

Brother:How'sIthana?

Musa:(Smiled)She'sokay.She'ssoexcitedabout

Nenebringingthekidsover.That'sallthatshe's



beenblabberingaboutlately.

Brother:AreyoureallysureaboutNene?

Musa:100%.She'sagoodmotherandpartner.

Wheneverythingissettled,I'mmarryingher.Ilove

herandIdon'twantanyoneelsebuther.

Brother:(sighed)alrightifyousayso.Goodluck.

Musa:Thanks.

Brother:Bye.

Musa:Sure.

AtFerah'sHouse

ShefixedherMakeupandputonherweavethen

tookafewselfiesandpostedthem.Onceshewas

doneshesatdownonthechairwhilefacingthe

mirrorandlookedatthefewcasesonherbooks

andinternet.Afterafewminutesshetookher

phonethenwentonInstagramandsearchedPaul

Jones.Afewpeopleappearedthenshesmiledas



sheclickedonhisprofileandlookedathisposts.

Hehad4,5Kfollowers.Okaydoctorbae!Heposted

alotofpicturesintheOT,twowhenhewasatthe

gymandfivewithhisfamily.Shepausedwhenshe

noticedKgaogeloandhimsittingatarestuarant

smilinginmatchingclothes.Hewasinlightblue

formalSuitandwhiteT-shirtinsideandKgaogeloin

herlightblueopeneddesigneddresswithaponytail

pluggedinherhair.Alumpstuckonherthroatas

sheswallowedhardthenlookedathisCaption."By

God'sgrace,Allwentwell "

Shemistakenlydoubletappedthescreenasher

heartskippedthenshequicklydoubletappedonit

again.LuckilythisisInstagramandnotFacebook.

Hewon'tnotice.Shesighedrelievedthenputthe

phonedown.Havingacrushonyourseniorisano

joke!Hopefullyshe'llgetoverhimsoonbecause

wow!

AtQhawe'sHouse



Isteppedinsidethekitchenandlookedaround.It

wascleanandveryhuge.Iopenedthefridgeand

lookedatthebeersinside.Ishookmyheadthen

tookanappleandclosedthefridge.Iwasheditand

carefullysatonthecounterwhileItookabite.I'm

stillwaitingforthesuprise,**sigh**Ireceiveda

notificationonWhatsApp.ItwasfromPaul

Paul:Lookatthatcase.IalsosentthePDF.Don't

forget18:00.

Me:NotedSir

Hebluetickedme.Itextedagain

Me:Howareyou?

Paul:I'mgood.

Me:Sure?Ihopewecool.Thingshavebeenweird

betweenus

Paul:Nothinghasbeenweirdbetweenus.Wecool

KG.

Me:ButwhydoIfeellikeyou'vebeenignoringme?



Paul:Idon'tknow.Ihavenotbeenignoringyou.We

workedwelltogetheryesterdaywithnobadvibes

soIdon'tknowwhatyoumean.

Me:Okayifyousayso.Iwasworried.

Paul:Mymothermissesyou.Shecan'tstopwhining

aboutyou

Me:Youmeanourmother? Imisshertoo.Itexted

herandwegood.I'llvisitherwhenI'mfree.

Paul:alright

Iheardfootstepsheadingtowardsthekitchen.I

lookedupandlockedeyeswiththismanasmy

heartskippedabit.HelookedlikeQhawe'solder

vision.Hehadgreyhair,goodphysiqueandwas

wellbuilt.HewaswearingaBrentwood,whitevest

andZulusandals.

Him:Ntombienhle.

Me:...



Him:Yehlalapho.(Climboff)

Iquicklyclimbedoffandswallowed

Him:Ngilambile.Pleasemakesomethingforme.

Bathandwashyourhandsthoroughly.

Me:Okay.

Ipassedhimandrushedtothebathroom.Thiswas

soembarrassing.IwasstillwearingQhawe'sShirt.

Qhawedidn'tevenwarnmeaboutthis.I'msogoing

tokillhim.Orthiswasthesuprise?AtthispointI

don'tknow.Iquicklyfreshenedupandworemy

dressagainthenfixedmyhairthenrushedback

there.Hewassittingonastool,justnearthecounter.

Iclearedmythroatthenopenedthefridgeandtook

someeggsout.Iwasgoingtogetallthatfood

outsidebutwhatwillhethinkofme?

Him:Uhlalanaye(Doyoulivewithhim)



Me:No.

Him:Wakhulumaisilungumanjeyini?

Me:I'mTswanasoIcan'tspeakZuluatall.

Him:Ooh.Ukolenyane?

Me:(laughed)Eya.

Him:Igamalakhoubani(What'syourname)

Me:Kgaogelo.

Him:Whatdoesitmean?

Me:That'sabithectic.ButIthinkitmeansGod

savedmeorsomething.Idon'tknowhowtoexplain

itcauseyouareZuluandyouwon'tunderstand.

Him:HauMadoda.

Me:(laughed)Serious.

Him:Youcan'tdecideforme.WhatifIwouldhave

understood?DidQhawetellyouhownaughtyand

stubbornhewasasakid?

Me:(laughed)No.

Him:Mybrotherhasalwaysbeenverystubbornand



naughty.(Sighed)Healsohasthisbadsidethatis

verydangerous.

Me:...

Him:(Smiled)Helovesyou.

Me:...

Him:IsawhowhelookedatyouintheNewspaper.

Helovesyou.

Qhawebargedinsideandlookedatusashiseyes

widened.

Qhawe:Kgaogelo.

Heroughlygrabbedmyarmandmademestand

behindhimthenlookedathisbrotherwithavery

terrifyinglook

Qhawe:GobacktothebedroomKgaogelo.



Me:...

Qhawe:(firmly)Kgaogelo!

Ijumpedalittlethenlookedathim

Qhawe:Andlockthedoor.Don'tgooutunlessItell

you.GO!

Iturnedandranupstairs

TOBECONTINUED....
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AtQhawe'sHouse

Qhawestaredathisolderbrotherasoldbad



memoriesplayedinhisheadthenheclenchedhis

fistsandjawstotryandredeemhimself.Theolder

brotherlookedathisyoungerbrotheraspainstuck

onhisthroatmakingithardtoswalloworevensay

something.Thenheclearedhisthroatandrubbed

hisforehead

Qhawe:Ufunanila(Whatareyoudoinghere)

Brother:Bafo.

Qhawe:Don'tcallmethat.Getoutofmyhouse

beforeIblowyourbrainsout.

Him:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Qhawetookhisgunonhiswaistandpointedathim

Him:Qhawe.

Qhawe:Getthefuckoutofhere.I'mnotyourbrother.

Getout.



Heslowlygotupandheadedtowardshimthen

bumpedhisforeheadonhisgun

Him:Youwouldhavepulledthetriggeralongtime

ago.Youdon'thavetheballstodoit.I'myour

blood,yourolderbrother.I'vebeenjailedfor15

yearsandservedmysentence.I'verepented.I'm

sorryfortakingtheloveofyourlifefromyoubut

shewasnotwhosheclaimedtobe.I'mnoteven

supposedtoapologizecauseIwassavingmy

youngerbrother.ButbecauseIloveyouandsaw

thepainIcausedyou,Ihavetodoit.

Qhawe:Shutthefuckup!

Him:(Smiled)I'mgladtoseethatyouaretryingto

moveon.Iknowyouloveher.Shelookslikeagood

girl.Takecareofher.

Qhawe:Sothatyoucankillhertoo?Huh?Trustme

ifyouhurtthisoneoreventrytotouchherwith

yourlittlefinger.I'llfuckyouup.Nowgetout.

Him:Iwillneverhurtyouagain.



Qhaweroughlypushedhimoutuntilhegotonthe

door.Tothinkthatherespectedthegroundhe

walkedon,nowhecan'tevenlookathispathetic

face.Howdoesabrotherkillhisyoungerbrother's

lover?Heclickedhistongueandlookedatthe

bodyguards

Qhawe:Youareallfired.Getyourshit,leavemy

machinesandgetthefuckoutofhere.

TheylookedateachotherthenQhaweshot

repeatedlyonthegroundastheyquicklyleftthe

gunsandranout.Hisbrotherlookedathimonce

thenwalkedaway

MeanwhileIpacedaroundthewholeroom.Iwas

anxiousandveryrestless.WhywouldQhawereact

likethattohisbrother?Ididn'tevenknowhehad

anotherbrotherbesidesthatoneIsawatthe



hospital.

Hesteppedinsidewhiletalkingonthephoneand

lookedatmeasIstoppedpacingupanddown

Qhawe:Ineedthosebodyguardsnow.Don'tbring

foolishonesagain.

HehungupthentookhisT-shirtoffandopenedthe

drawerthentookhistoiletrybagout

Me:Babe..

Qhawe:Justsitdownandstoppacingupanddown.

I'llbeback.

Hewalkedtothebathroomwithoutevenlookingat

me.Heseemedveryangry.Iwonderwhat'sthedeal

withhisbrother.Butitdoesn'tlookgood.Itookmy

thonganddressoffandsteppedinsidethe



bathroom.Hewassittingnakedatthecornerofthe

showerwithwaterrunningdownonhim.Ilookedat

himasIswallowedthensteppedinside.

Me:Hey.

Ikneltbetweenhislegsandforcedhislegsdown

thensatontopofhim.Hewaslookingdown

throughout

Me:What'swrong?

Icuppedhisfaceonmyhandsandlookedathim

Qhawe:Leave.

Me:Talktome.

Qhawe:LeaveKgaogelo.

Me:Don'tcallmethat.



Qhawe:Leave.Idon'twanttorepeatmyselfagain.

Me:Iwon'tleaveyouChawe.I'llsithereuntilyouare

fine.I'mnotleavingyoulikethis.Youcan'teven

lookatmeintheeye.I'mnotleaving.

Heroughlygotupwithmestillontopofhimand

pinnedmeagainstthewallthenbitmyliphardasI

closedmyeyes

Qhawe:Don'tpushme.

Me:DowhatmakesyoufeelbetterbutI'mnot

leaving.

Helookedatmeoncethenstormedoutandcame

backwithwithhisbeltandablankclothasmy

heartskipped

Qhawe:We'llseehowyou'lltakethis.



Heblindfoldedmewiththecloththenlockedmy

handswiththebeltontheshoweruntiltheywereup

intheairthenliftedmylegupandstartedeatingmy

pussyup

Me:Ah..Chawe.

Ifeltmybloodrushinginmyveinsasmybody

beganshakingandmytoescurling.Heinsertedhis

twofingersinsideandmovedthemfastasI

screamedontopofmyvoice.

Me:(Moaningloudly)Mhmm.Ahhhh.Chawe.

Isquirtedalloverhisfingersthenheliftedbothmy

legsupandslidhisdickinthenheldmyasstight

Me:Modimo.



Iscreamedontopofmyvoiceashisdickfilledme

up

Qhawe:TakeitlikeabiggirlMama.

Me:(crying)Ican't.Iwanttotouchyou.Iwanttosee

you.

Qhawe:(kissedme)Takeitlikeabiggirl.

AtSambulo'sHouse

EvafrownedlookingattheNewspaperanddialed

Qhawe'snumber.Itrangunansweredthensheread

itagainandthrewitontopofthecounter.Nani

lookedather

Nani:Ukahlemadamwami?(Areyouokay)

Eva:No.It'sQhawe.He'salloversocialmediaand

newspaperswiththisothergirl.Atleastthistimethe

girlissomeoneserious.She'sadoctor.ButIknow



it'llneverlast.Idon'tknowwhenhe'lleversettle

down.

Nani:Idoubthe'llwanttosettledownanytimesoon.

He'sstillhurtoverFikile'sdeath.Ithinkyoushould

lethimdowhateverhewantsfornow.Hopefully

he'llmeettheloveofhislifeandsettledown.

Eva:OohIcan'twaitforthatday.

Nani:(laughed)Iknow.

Eva:(sighed)Hai.Letmegoandseethatgirl'sfamily.

Nani:Gomadamanddoyourjob.

Eva:(smiled)Okay.

Shegrabbedherbagandwalkedoutwhiledialing

Sambulo

SomewhereinSandtonEstate

Qhawe'sBrotherslowlywalkedonthesideofthe



roomashisthroatburned.Hewasverytiredandhe

didn'tevenknowwheretogofromthere.His

youngerbrother'ssadfacekeptappearingonhis

faceasherubbedhisnosethensighed.AblackGTI

droveinhisdirectionthenhequicklystoodinthe

middleoftheroadthenitstoppedonthesideofthe

roadashesighedrelieved.Ayoungladyrolled

downthewindowandbrieflylookedathim

Him:(breathingheavily)Ntokazi.I'vejustbeen

releasedfromprison.Ihavenowhereelsetogoand

I'mveryhungry.Pleasegivemealift.

Lady:I'monmywaytofetchmyoldgrandma's

medicines.Justknowthatifyoukillme,she'snot

goingtogetthemedicationandshe'lldie.

Him:I'vedonebadthingsinmylifebutI'llneverdo

that.I'mnotthatevil.

Lady:Getin.

Hejumpedinsidethelaidhisheadbackontheseat



astheladylookedathimthendroveoff

AtQhawe'sHouse

WegotinhisLamborghinithenstrappedonthe

seatbeltashespedoff

Me:You'llkillusonedaywhilespeedingofflikethis.

Qhawe:Thatwillneverhappen.Andthatreminds

me,youneedalicense.

Me:(sighed)Yeah.

Hisphonerangthenhelookedatmebeforehe

picked

Qhawe:I'llcallyouback.I'mstilldriving.

Hehungupthenturnedleft



Me:What'sthedealwithyourbrother?

Qhawe:Wedonewiththatconversation.

Me:Weneverhadaconversation.

Qhawe:WedoneRachel.

Ishookmyheadthenfoldedmyarms

Qhawe:Meandmybrother,wearelaunchingour

diamondstomorrow.Ineedyoutobetherewithme.

Me:..

Qhawe:Iwanttomakeourrelationshipofficial.

Ilookedathimshocked

Qhawe:IwanttobewithyouandIdon'tthinkIcan

livewithoutyou.Iwanteveryonetoknowthatyou

aremywoman.Thatmeansyouaretakenandoff



themarket.Youareminealone.

AsmileunexpectedlycurvedonmylipsthenI

quicklylookedoutsidethewindow.Ifelthimtouch

myhandthenIlookedathim

Qhawe:Iwantyou.

Ishylylookeddownandsmiled.

Atthehospital

FerahsteppedinsideandspottedPaulspeaking

withDoctorMathur.Shesmiledthenwalkedpassed

themandwalkedtothereceptionist.

AtCapeTown



LeswrappedhisarmaroundNene'sshouldersas

theAerialCablewaytookoff.Neneclickedafew

picturesandsmiled

Nene:IfeellikestayinginCapeTownforever.Ican't

waittodoshopping.Ineedclothes.

Les:(laughed)Relax.Let'sdoonethingatatime.

Enjoythisandlookatthisbeautifulview.

Nene:(smiled)Yeah.

TOBECONTINUED....
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AtRosebank

TheladysecretlygotQhawe'sbrotherinher

bedroomandquicklyclosedthedoor



Him:NgiyabongaNtokazi.

Her:It'sfine.ButJustknowthatIhaveagunifyou

tryanything.I'mapoliceofficer.

Him:I'mreallyharmless.Idon'tevenhaveaweapon

withme.I'llneverdothattoyou.

Her:Okay.I'llbringaplatetoyou.

Him:Alright.

Shesteppedoutashelaiddownonthebedand

tookthenewspaperoutofhispocketandreadit.

Minuteslatertheladysteppedinsidewithaplate

andclosedthedoorashesatuprightandtookthe

plate.

Him:CanyoupleasegetmewatersoIcanwashmy

hands?

Shesteppedoutthenminuteslatercamewithabig



bowlfullofwater.Hewashedhishandsanddried

themwithacloth

Him:Ngiyabonga.

Shequietlysatnexttohimandlookedawayashe

ate.Oncehewasdoneheputtheplatedown

Him:Thefoodwasdelicious.Youareagreatcook.

Her:Mygrandmotherpreparedthem.

Him:Ooh?Whatanamazingwomansheis.I'llthank

heroneday.

Sheslowlygotupandtookeverythingasshe

steppedoutthenlatercamewithanotherbowlof

cleanwater.Hewashedhishandsanddriedthem

asshesteppedoutagainthenminuteslatercame

backandsatnexttohim



Him:WhenIgotoutofprison,Iwenttomylittle

brother'shousefirst.Ithoughtbynowhewould

havefoundoutwhyIkilledhisgirlfriendandletus

burythehatchet.

Her:...

Him:Butsadlynot.I'mnotgoingtogiveupthough.

Sotomorrowtheyarelaunchingtheirdiamonds.I

wantyoutobemydate.

Her:Whyareyougoingthere?

Him:Tosupportthem.

Her:Idon'tthinkisagoodidea.It'sclearthathe

hasn'tforgivenyouforkillinghisexsogoingthere

willcausechaos.

Him:Iknowbutamanhastodoeverythingtowin

hisfamilyback.

Shekeptquietandlookedawayashelookedather

worriedfaceandsmiledrubbinghisbeard



Him:Everythingwillbefine.Igoteverythingplanned

out.Ijustneedyou.

AtCapeTown

Nenepackedhernewclothes,shoesandweaves

insideanewsuitcasewhileLesspokeonthephone.

Sheclosedthesuitcaseandsatacrossthemirror

asshedidhermakeup.Shestruggledabitasshe

wipeditalloffandtriedagainthencameoutbetter.

Shesmiledlookingatherselfonthemirrorthenput

onherhighheelsandletherbraidsloose.She

pulledherdressdownabitandsprayedherself

withaperfume.Lesturnedandlookedatherthen

hungupthephone

Les:Wow.Youlookbeautiful.

Nene:Thankyoubabe.Let'sgonowandhaveour

dinner.I'msotired.Ihadalongday.

Les:I'lltakeyoutospaafterdinner.



Nene:Awwbabe.Thankyou.

Shehuggedhimtightlyandsoftlykissedhislips

Nene:Let'sgothen.

Shegrabbedhersidebagastheyheldhandsand

walkedout.Herphoneindicatedanotificationwhen

theywalkedinsidetherestuarantasLespulleda

chairforher.Shesatdownandsmiledathimwhile

hewentandsatonhisside.Sheclickedafew

picturesandpostedthemonFacebookand

WhatsApp.HerheartskippedwhenshesawMusa's

message.Shequicklydeletedthepicturesand

viewedhismessage

Musa:Heybabe.I'msoworried.Youhaven'tcalled

fortwodays.NowIhadtogoandaskShamisoto

sendmeWhatsAppsoIcancommunicatewithyou.

Areyouokay?Pleasetextback.



Nene:I'mokaybabe.It'sbeenhectic.Mymomhas

beenannoyingbuttomorrowI'mcomingtherewith

thekids.Theycan'twaittoseeyou

Musa:Thankgodyouareokay.Ican'twaittosee

themtoo.Ibroughtatwinbedforthem.ThinaWe'll

sleepwithourlastborn.Ihavegoodnewsforyou.

Comesoonmylove.

Nene:Awwbabe.Ihopeyoudidn'tgetyourselfina

hugedebt.Butthankyou.IloveyouMusaandI

missyousomuch

Musa:NoIdidn'tborrowfromanyonethistime.I

hadsavings.Don'tworryaboutthatSthandwaSam.

Imissyoutoolove.

Leslookedatherasshesmiledonthephone

Les:Andwhoareyoutalkingto?Ithoughtno

phonesareallowedsincethisisouralonetime.



Sheputthephoneawayandlookedathim

Nene:Sorry.Thatwasmycousincommentingon

thepicturesIposted.I'msorrybabe.

Les:It'sokay.Let'sorder.

Hecalledinawaitressthenordered

AtIthembaMine

Qhawesteppedinsidehisbrother'sofficewithhis

handsshovedDeepinhispockets

Sambulo:Hey,youhere.Neiltoldmeaboutyoufiring

yourbodyguards.Whywasthat?

Qhawe:He'sback.

Sambulo:Who?

Qhawe:Xhantilomzi.



Sambulo:(heartskipped)What?

Qhawe:Hecametomyhouseandspoketomy

woman.MywomanSambulo.

Sambulo:Whatdidhesay?

Qhawe:Sameoldsong.I'mgoingtokillhim.This

time,I'llmakesurethebulletdoesn'tmisshim.

Sambulo:Ithoughthewillbereleasednextmonth.

Qhawe:Hehadthenervetosecretlygetinsidemy

houseandtalktomywoman.Youshouldhaveseen

howcomfortablehewas.

Hechuckledindisbeliefandtookthecigarettesout

ofhispocketsandlitone

Sambulo:Hewon'ttryanythingthistimearound.

Qhawe:I'mnotwaitingforhimtoeventryanything.I

wanttofinishhim.

Sambulo:Andgetyourselftintedwithhisblood.

Don'tbringyourselfbadluckunnecessarily.He's



yourbrother.

Qhawe:Idon'tgiveafuck.I'mgoingtokillhim.

Sambulo:Qhawe.

HewalkedoutasSambulosighed

AttheHospital

IsatdownonthelibraryandsmiledasIpicked

Qhawe'scall

Me:Hey.

Qhawe:(Lowtone)Heyareyouokay?

Me:I'mfinebaby.Howareyou?

Qhawe:I'mgood.I'llpickyouupat8.

Me:(Smiled)Okay.



Hehungup.Ferahsteppedinsideandsatacross

me

Ferah:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Ferah:Youlookhappy.

Me:(Smiled)Iamhappy.

Ferah:Idon'tlikeMrGhostbuthemakesyouhappy

andyourhappinessmeanseverythingtomesoI'll

accepthim.

Me:Thankyoubabe.Youguysshouldmeet.

Ferah:Yeah.

Me:DidyoutellPaul?

Ferah:NoandIwon't.Girlamanhastoapproach

youfirst,nottheotherwayaround.

Me:Buthowwillheapproachyouwhenhedoesn't

knowaboutthecrushyouhaveforhim.

Ferah:Wellhehasto.Idon'tknowhowbuthehasto.



Me:(laughed)That'sdumb.

LaterthatnightQhawesteppedoutsidehiscarand

walkeduntilhegotatthehouse.Hesteppedinside

theyardandpeakedinside.Thenheclimbedonthe

roofandslowlywalkedtotheotherrooms.He

pausedwhenheheardhisbrother'svoice.Thenhe

carefullyclimbedoffandlookedathiminthe

window.Hewaschattingandlaughingwiththis

woman.Hecockedhisgunwithhisbootsand

aimeditathim

Xhanti:(laughed)Wewereunstoppable.

Lady:Hearingallofthismakesmewannaarrestyou

andyourbrothers.

HelaughedthrowinghisheadbackasQhawe

lookedathimwithapoundingheart.Hishands

shakingasheheldtheguninhishands.Whywasit

sofuckinghardtoshootthisguy?Hewipedhis



sweatandbreathedheavilyasheaimedthegunat

hisbrother.ItwassoeasyforhimtoshootFikile,so

easy.Whydidithavetobesohardtoshoothim?

Theladyspottedhimasherheartskipped

Her:Duck.

Shepulledhishandastheythrewthemselveson

thefloor

Her:There'samanstandingoutsidethewindow

withagun.

Xhantifrownedasshetookhergunonherwaist

andshotrightonthewindow

Xhanti:Lethu.



Sheshotrepeatedlythenasoundofhimgroaning

inpainmadeherstandupandrantothewindow

Xhanti:Lethukuthulastop.That'smybrother.

Lethu:What?

Shelookedoutsidethewindowasherheart

pounded.Thereweretrailsofbloodeverywhere

Lethu:Shit!

Xhantistoodupandwalkedtowardsthewindowas

hisheartskippedlookingatthetrailsofblood

Xhanti:Fuck!

Hejumpedonthewindowandranoutside



TOBECONTINUED...

TheGoodWife

#27

AtSambulo'sHouse

Qhawestaggeredaroundtheyardwhilebleeding

heavilyastwosecurityguardsrantowardshimand

theothersraninsidethehouse.Minuteslater,Eva

andSambuloranoutside

Eva:Ohmygoodness!

Sambulo:Gethiminthecar.

Theyheldhimandputhiminsidethecaras

SambuloandEvasteppedinsideanddroveoff.Eva

pressedQhawe'swoundonhisshoulderwithher

handsastearsfilledhereyes



Eva:Don'tcloseyoureyesQhawe.Lookatme.Look

atme.

Shelookedatthebleedingwoundonhisstomach

astearsdroppedonhereyes

Eva:Sambulodrivefaster.OhmygodQhawe.

Sambulospedoffontheredrobotanddrovetothe

hospital

AtChrisHaniBaragwanahHospital

IlookedatthetimeagainasIsighed.Itwashalf

pastnineandtherewasnomessagefromhim.

PaulSteppedinsidethelibraryandlookedatme



Paul:Ithoughtyouknockedoffat8.

Me:Yeah.I'mwaitingforsomeonetodrivemehome.

Paul:It'sgettinglate.

Me:(Sighed)Yah.

Paul:LetmedriveyouhomeKG.It'snotsaferight

nowandwhatifthispersondoesn'tshowup.

Me:Letmewaitforhimforafewmoreminutes.

Paul:(sighed)Okay.

Hegrabbedabookandsteppedout

Me:Chawewhereareyou?

AtLethu'sHouse

Shetuckedhergrandmothertosleepandswitched



offthelights.Thenshewalkedtoherroomand

foundXhantistaringoutsidethewindow

Lethu:I'msorry.Ithoughtitwasanintruder.

Xhantijuststaredoutsidewithfoldedarms

Lethu:Icangoandcheckonhimat-

Xhanti:It'sokay.Qhaweisclever.Hemusthave

wentandgothelp.Youdidwhatyouhadto.Come

here.

Sheslowlywalkedtowardshimandstoodnextto

himastheystaredateachother

Xhanti:(smiled)Youareaverybravewoman.

Helookedatherowlbeautifuleyesandhernatural



blackbigafro.Shelookedsoinnocenttobeapolice

officerandwhatshedidjustnowturnedhimonbig

time.Shedroppedhergazewhenshenoticedhim

lookingdeepinhersoul

Lethu:I'llgoandfreshenup.

Xhanti:Okay.

Shesteppedout

AttheHospital

ThedoctorsteppedoutoftheOTandstoppedin

frontofEvaandSambulo

Eva:Howishedoctor?

Doctor:He'soutofdanger.We'vemanagedto

removethebulletsandstabilizedhim.



Eva:(Sniffled)Thankgod.Thankyousomuch

Doctor.Thankyou.

Doctor:I'mgoingtoreportthecasetothepoliceso

theculpritsarepunished.

Eva:(nodded)Okay.

HewalkedawayasEvahuggedSambulotightly

Eva:He'sokay.

Sambulo:Let'sgohome.We'llcometomorrow.

Theyheldhandsastheywalkedoutside.Sambulo

clickedonthenumbersthatNeilsenthimand

dialedthemastheywalkedoutside

Voice:Hello?

Sambulo:Rachel?

Voice:WhoamIspeakingto?



Sambulo:YouarespeakingtoQhawe'sbrother.

Qhawehasbeenshotandhe'sinthehospital.

Kgaogelo:What?Noo.Isheokay?Pleasetellme

he'sfine.

Sambulo:He'sokay.He'sstable.

Kgaogelo:(Sniffled)Pleasesendmethelocation.

Sambulo:It'slatenow.Youcanvisithimtomorrow.I

wasjustlettingyouknow.Anddon'tworry,he'sfine.

Takecare.

Kgaogelo:(Sniffled)Okay.Thankyoufortellingme.

Sambulo:Sure.

ShehungupasSambuloopenedthedoorforEva

thenshesteppedinsidewhilehegotinhisside

Eva:Whydidyoutellher?

Sambulo:She'sQhawe'sgirlfriend.

Eva:She'sQhawe'sanothersextoy.Whoknowsthat



maybeshe'stheoneresponsibleforhiscondition.

WebothknowthatQhaweisnotreadytolove

anyoneanytimesoon.

Sambulo:Qhawelovesher.HewenttoRosebankto

killXhanticausehefoundhimallcomfortablewith

her.Hediditforher.

Eva:Xhantiisback?

Sambulo:Yes.

Eva:What?

ShetouchedherchestasSambulodroveoff

TWODAYSLATER

IfixedQhawe'spillowsashelaiddowncomfortably.

HeheldmyhandtightasIsatdown

Me:Youaregettingbetter.



Qhawe:Youaregettingworse.You'velostalot

weight.

Me:...

Qhawe:Itoldyounotgetworriedaboutme.I'mfine.

Comehere.

Igotclosertohimthenhegrabbedmycheeksand

kissedme

Me:Whoshotyou?

Qhawe:Abusinessrival.

Me:Youguysownamine.Whydoyouhavetodo

sideillegalbusinessontheside?Idon'tunderstand.

Qhawe:It'sallthatgotushere.

Me:Williteverstop?Idon'twanttoloseyou.

Qhawe:Youwon'tloseme.I'llalwayscomebackto

you.



Ilaidmyhandonhischestandclosedmyeyes

Me:Mylifewasnormalbeforeyoucame.NowI'm

alwayslivinginfear.Whatifyoudie?Ishouldhave

neverwenttothatclub.Wewouldn'tbeheretoday.

Qhawe:Evenifyoudidn'tgo.Wewouldhavemetat

somepoint.

MeanwhileEvaandSambulosteppedinsideand

lookedatus.

Eva:GoodMorning.

Iquicklyliftedmyheadupandlookedatthem

Qhawe:(Smiled)GoodMorning.

Me:GoodMorning.



Sheputtheflowersinsideaglassandlookedat

Qhawe.

Eva:IheardthatFlowersmakepatientshealfast.

Qhawe:(Smiled)

Eva:Haveyoueatenanything?Ibroughtyoufood.

Qhawe:Rachelalreadyfedme.I'mgood.

Shelookedatmethensatdownandfoldedher

arms

Eva:Okay.

Sambulo:I'vecancelledthelaunch.We'lldoitwhen

youarebetter.

Qhawe:Nodon't.Doitwithoutme.We'vecancelled

italotoftimesalready.

Sambulo:(sighed)Okay.



Thentherewasanawkwardsilent.Ipickedmybag

andstoodup

Qhawe:Heywhereyougoing?

Me:Ineedtogotowork.

Qhawe:Comehere.

Igotcloserthenwekissed

Qhawe:Takecareofyourself.

Me:Iwill.Bye.

Igotupandwalkedout

*

*

*



THREEMONTHSLATER

TOBECONTINUED.....

TheGoodWife

#28

AttheRestuarant

MeandKutlwanosteppedinsideandspottedNene

withthekidsseatedbythecorner.Kutlwanoran

overandheldMosainhisarmsandhuggedhim

tightlythenspanhimaroundashelaughedloudly

throwinghisheadback

Me:(Tonene)HeyyCuzzy.

Nene:Lookatyoulookingallcute.

WehuggedtightthenIsmiledatThapelohugged



Thapelotightandkissedhisforehead

Me:Helloboyboy.(Tonene)Yourboyslookliketheir

Fatheryohh.

Nene:(laughed)YohhTellmeaboutit.

IkissedMosa'sForeheadandPutThapelonicelyon

theseatasKutlwanosatclosertoMosaandplayed

gameinhisphone

Thewaitresscameandtookourorderthenwentto

thekitchen

Me:HowareyouCuzzy?

Nene:I'mgood,lifeisgood.Ican'tcomplain.

Me:(Smiled)Mhmm.Isee.Youlookbeautiful.

Nene:Thankyou.Andwena?Theglow?Waglow'a

hakana.



Me:(laughed)

Kutlwanospottedhiswhitefriendandquicklygot

upasNeneandIlookedathim.Theyshoulder

bumped

Friend:(Lookedatus)Hello.I'mKaren.

Us:Hello.

Kutlwano:Canwegoandeatwithhim?We'llsit

thereinthemiddle.

Me:We?

Kutlwano:Thapelo,MosaandI.

Me:Okay.Don'tforgettoputthenapkinaroundtheir

necks.Go.I'lltellthewaitresstobringyourfood

there.

Kutlwano:Okay.Danko!

Me:(Smiled)NicetomeetyouKaren.

Karen:(Smiled)NicetomeetyoutooAuntie.



Ismiledastheytookthekidsandleft.Minuteslater

thewaitressbroughtthefoodandtooktheirsto

themasNenelookedatmyfoodandlaughed

Nene:Rabbitfood?

Me:(laughed)Ihavetotellyousomething.Please

don'tfreakout.

Nene:(laughed)Okaywhat'sgoingon?

Ilookedaroundthenmovedontheothersideand

openedmycoatashereyeswidened

Nene:Kgaogelo!

Me:(Laughed)Congratulations.Youaregoingtobe

anAuntie.

ShescreamedthentouchedmybumpasIlaughed



Me:(laughed)Getittogether.Ihaven'tdisclosedthis

toanyoneyet.

Nene:Ohmygod!Thisisgoodnews.Whatthefuck!

Me:(laughed)Really?ButI'mfreakingout.Ihaven't

toldChawe.I'vebeendodginghim.

Nene:Why?

Me:Wedidn'tplanthis.Idon'tknowhow'shegonna

takethis.

Nene:Youshouldtellhim.IseetheDubaitripgotus

ababy.

Me:(laughed)No.I'mhittingthreemonths.SoIwas

unknowinglypregnantwhenwewenttoDubaitwo

monthsback.

Nene:ButyoushouldtellhimCuz.I'msurehe'llbe

happy.

Me:(sighed)Yeah.

Nene:I'msohappyforyouBabe.Thiswillbealong

beautifuljourney.You'llbegettingyourbundleof



joysoon.

Me:How'slabour?

Nene:(Chewed)You'llseeforyourself.

Me:Isitbad?

Shelaughedthencontinuedeating.Itookthefork

andstartedeatingmysalad

Nene:Iforgottotellyou,Musaisbuildingflats.He

gotaloanatNETBANK.

Me:Flats?That'shuge.

Nene:Iknow.Apparentlyhehadalandalreadythat

hisgrandmotherleftforhimsohebuiltthemthere.

I'msoproudofmymanhlemma.He'sworkingso

hard.

Me:Yeah.YougottherightonehereCuz.Stickwith

himandsupporthim.Ilovehowhetreatsthekids.

Nene:(smiled)Metoo.HeforcedtostaywithNeo

whenwecamehere.Helovesthemsomuch.



Ithanaeneshe'sNeo'smother.Shedoesn'twant

anyonetotouchher.

Me:(Smiled)He'ssuchagoodman.Don'ttradehim

foranything.ThisoneisagoodmanCuz.Better

thanLoza.

Nene:Period.I'mjustgladthatIgotlostthatday.I

wouldn'thavemetmyfuturehusbandbathong.

Me:(Laughed)

Nene:Ihadthisideaofsellingicecreams.Different

flavors.SoI'vebeensavingandImanagedtogeta

plot.Iwanttostartbuildingtheretoo.

Me:What?That'samazing.Bathongyouandyour

manaresobusinessmindedokay!

Nene:(laughed)Imean.Buteish,Ihavetostart

savingforallthebuildingmaterial.Thatplotcosted

me.

Me:OkaythenletmefundthebusinessbutIwant

Zeroprofit.Ijustwanttohelpmycousin.

Nene:Really?I'dappreciateitCuzzy.

Me:(heldherhand)It'llmakemehappy.



MyphonerangasIsighedandlookedatit.Itooka

siponmylemoncoldwater

Nene:Whoareyouignoringnow?

Me:It'sChawe.Idon'tknowwhatexcuseI'llcome

upwithtoday.AndIknowwhenImeethim,he'llsee

mybump.Chaweliterallynoticeseverythinginme.

Eventhelittlethings.

Nene:Whyareyousoafraidtotellhim?He'sthe

fatherandhehastherighttoknow.Kgaogeloishe

evengettingsex?Howlonghaveyoubeenignoring

him?

Me:(sighed)It'sbeenthreeweeks.

Nene:What?

Me:I'vebeenmakingexcusesaboutworkingandI

haven'tbeensleepingathome.ImovedtoPaul's

motherhouse.Iknowhe'llnevergetthere.And

sex,hegotittwoweeksago.(laughed)Hegotme

insidethehospitalandtookmetohiscar.Itwas



wild.Chawehautlwetlhe.EvenafterItoldhimnot

getmeinsidethehospitalagain.

Nene:(Sighed)Istilldon'tseethereasontodohim

likethis.Answerthecallandtalktoyourman

Kgaogelo.

Me:Ican'ttellhimoverthephone.

Nene:Thenorganizeameetup.Comeon,sleepover

athishouse.Batlamotsayabanyanaba

joburg(Joburggirlswillsnatchhim)

IlookedatherasIpicked

Me:Hello?

Qhawe:HeyMama.Imissyou.

Me:S..same.

Qhawe:What'swrong?DidIdoanythingwrong?

You'vebeenignoringme.

Me:...



Qhawe:Rachel.Talktome.Cometomyhouseafter

yourouting.Weneedtotalk.

Me:Okay.

Hehungup

Me:Ifeelsobad.Hesoundssosad.

Nene:(shookherhead)Hehasto.You'vebeen

dodginghimforthreeweeks.

Me:I'mtellinghimtonight.Ihavenochoice.

Tomorrowismyfather'sbirthdayandIwantedto

spenditwithhimbutKutlwano.IknowwhenI'm

withhim,Iwon'tbesadtoomuch.

Nene:(heldmyhands)Weshoulddosomething

tomorrowandcelebrateit.

Me:Yeah.Asmallthing.

AtLesedi'sHouse



Shesatdownwithherheadboweddownasher

uncles,auntsandGrandmotherspoke.Tearsfilled

hereyesaspainstuckonherthroatthenshe

swallowedhard

Grandmother:She'salwayscryingwhenIaskher

aboutthebabydaddy.Maybeyouguyscanaskher.

Ngikhathelemina(I'mtired)

Uncle1:Lesediwhoimpregnatedyou?Lookatmein

theeyeandtellme.

Lesedi:...

Uncle2:Lesediweeh.Talkman.Wecan'tdothisall

day.

Lesedi:(Crying)It'sZenze.

Aunt:Ubaniisbongosake(What'shissurname)

Lesedi:(crying)Phakathwayo.

Uncle1:Wheredoeshestay?

Lesedi:Sandton.



Uncle1:DoeshebelongtotheMineowners?

Lesedi:(Sniffled)Yes.

Grandmother:Whoarethemineownersnow?Do

youknowthem?

Uncle1:Yeswedo.We'llgotherenow.

Theyallgotupandsteppedout

Grandmother:GotoyourroomLesediandstop

sniffinginfrontofme.

SheclickedhertongueasLesedistoodupand

walkedtoherroom

AttheHotel

Xhantigroanedloudlyashefilledhissemeninside

Lethuandkissedhersoftlyonthelips.Thenhegot



awarmtowelandwipedherwithitasshelaidthere

stillshakingfromhermindblowingorgasm

Xhanti:(Kissedher)Iloveyou.

LethukeptquietandsatonthebedasXhanti

lookedather

Xhanti:Iniikinga(What'swrong)

Lethu:Didyougobacktocrime?You'vechangedso

muchsinceyoufixedthingswithyourotherbrother.

Xhanti:CrimeiswhatIknowSweetheart.Crimeis

mylife.ButIdidn'tgetbackonit.Atleastnotnow.

Lethu:Xhanti,I'mafraidIwon'tcontinuewiththis

whenyougetbackoncrime.I'mapoliceofficerand

-

Xhanti:(Interruptedherwithakiss)Iknowyouarea

policeofficer.Butwhathappenedtolovingmethe

wayIam?



Lethu:..

Xhanti:Pleasedon'tendus.(Kissedher)Iloveyou.

Hisphonerangashelockedeyeswithherthengot

upandwalkedaway.Lethuthrewherselfonthebed

andclosedhereyes

Lethu:Godpleasehelphimstopthis?

AtMusa'sHouse

Ithanaputthebabyinhercotandkissedherlips

thenwalkedbacktothelounge.Musawasbusy

typingonalaptopsittingonthecouch

Ithana:Daddyhe'ssleeping.

Shethrewherselfonthecouchandclosedhereyes



asMusalaughedlookingather

Musa:Mypoorbaby.

Neneopenedthedoorcarryingtwoplasticsasthe

boysraninside

Musa:Youguysarebackearly.

Nene:Yeah.Butwehadfun.

ThapelorantoMusaandsatonhislapasMosa

threwhimselfnexttoIthana

Mosa:Kelapilegore(I'msotired)

Musa:(laughed)WhatdidyoudotomybabiesNene?

Theylooktired.

Nene:(laughed)TheyplayedalotwithKutlwano.



Sheputtheplasticsontopofthetableandgrabbed

abottleofcoldwaterinsidethefridge.Shepoured

herselfonaglassandgulpeditdown.Herphone

rangasshelookedatMusaandputitonsilent

Nene:IbroughtyouandIthanatakeaways(lookedat

Ithana)Mybabyissleeping.

Musa:(laughed)She'sbeenbusywithherbaby

angithi.Shedidn'twantmetotouchher.

Nene:(laughed)Awwmypoorbaby.

Shefilledthebottleupandputitinsidethefridge

thentooktwoplatesandthefoodasshewalkedto

theloungeandsatnexttoMusa

AtQhawe'sHouse

MyheartpoundedagainstmychestasIstepped

insidethehouse.Myeyesfellontherosesand



candlesonthefloor.Iwalkedtotheloungeand

foundhimseatedonthematwithgoodies,foodand

flowersinfrontofhim.Igotcloserandswallowed

asIheldmysidebagstraptightly.Hequicklygot

upandpulledmeclosertohimthenheldmetightly.

Ibentoveralittleandmadesuremybumpdoesn't

bumphimandclosedmyeyes.Iwrappedmyarms

aroundhiminhalinghissweetandmanlycologne

Me:Ihavetotellyousomething.

Iheldhishandsandlookedathisworriedeyes

Me:I'mpregnant.Threemonthspregnant.

TOBECONTINUED....

TheGoodWife

#29



Heslowlyletgoofmyhandsandfrowned.Then

pinchedthebridgeofhisnoseandlookedatme.I

couldn'treadhisface.Itwasjustblank.

Qhawe:S..soyoureallypregnant?

Me:Yeah.Youknew?Iwasgoingtotellyou.

Qhawe:(Calmly)Didn'tyoutakeyourshot?

Me:(Stuttered)I..Imissedit.T..thatn..nightyou-

Qhawe:(Snapped)WhatthefuckKgaogelo?Youtold

meyouhaveeverythingfiguredout.Howcanyou

besofuckingcareless?AlreadyIhavetokeepyou

fuckingsafe,notsleepproperlybecauseyouare

aloneinthathousenowyoubringafuckingchild

here?

Me:..

Qhawe:Iaskedyou,IswearIaskedwhenwewerein

Dubaiandyouliedtomyface.

Me:(Lowtone)Iwasalreadypregnant.Itookthe

shot.Ididn'tknowIwaspregnant.



Qhawe:Jesus!Ican'tbelievethis.Ican'tbelievethis.

Me:(Tearfully)Chawe.

Qhawe:YouknowIhadsomanyplansforus.So

manyfuckingplans.Thenyoudecidetomissthe

shot?Onedaythey'llkidnapthebabyandyou'llbe

cryingonmyfacetellingmehowbadofafatherI

am.

Me:W..wecanfigureitout.

Qhawe:Figurewhatout?!Youcan'teventakecare

ofyourselfandyoudon'tevendoasIsay.Andyou

tellingmewe'llfigureitout.Figurewhatout?

Heshookhisheadandstormedout.Tearsfilledmy

eyesasIsatflatonthefloorandcried.Idialed

Paul'smother

Me:(Crying)Ma.

Her:Babywhat'swrong?

Me:(Crying)Hedoesn'twantthebaby.



Her:Comehomebaby.Comehome.

Me:(Crying)Hedoesn'twantthebabyMa.Ourbaby.

Her:Comehomebaby.GetupandrequestanUber.

Comehere.

Islowlygotupandwalkedout

AtSambulo'sHouse

Lesedi'sFamilywalkedoutasEvalookedat

SambulodialingZenzeonhisphone

Sambulo:Getherewithin20minutes.

Hehungupandscarchedhishead

Sambulo:ItoldyouaboutZenze.Itoldyouandyou

saidyou'llspeaktohim.Lookathowhispartying



waysbroughthim.Thepartiesyouallowedhimto

have.Heimpregnatedsomeone'schild.I'mgoingto

killhim.Hedoesn'teventakecareofhimself,how

willhetakecareofthischild.

Eva:Calmdownanddon'tbeatupthechildSambulo.

He'lllearnhowtotakecareofthebaby.Wedon't

evenknowifishis.Justgivehimabreak.

AfterafewminutesZenzesteppedInwhile

breathingheavily.Evastoodinfronthimtoshield

himfromSambulo

Eva:Who'sLesedi?

Zenze;(Heartskipped)Why?

Sambulo:(Angrily)Whatdoyoumeanwhy?You

knewverywellwhenyouhadunprotectedsexwith

herthatyou'llmakeababyandyouarehereasking

uswhy?

Zenze:Shetrappedme.

Sambulo:Soyouthinkheruncleswillcomeallthe



waythereandlietous?Comehere.

Eva:Sambulolet'stalk-

Sambulo:Zenzengisiphilecomehereordoyouwant

metogetyouthere?

ZenzeswallowedhardthenlookedatEvaasshe

gaveheralook.HequicklyranoutthenSambulo

followedhimandtrippedhimwithhisshoeashe

felldownhardwithhismouth

Zenze:Mama.

Eva:(Panting)Sambulo.

Sambulo:WhatdidIsayaboutyouhavingsexwith

peoplewithoutprotection?Yourproblemisyouare

spoiledtoomuch.

HegrabbedhisneckanddraggedhiminsideasEva

criedlookingatthem



Eva:(Crying)I'mcallingXhanti.

Shequicklydialedhisnumber

AtPaul'sMother'sHouse

IstaredatthewallwithmyheadonPaul'smother

lapassheundidmybraids

Her:Onethingaboutmen,theyareafraidoftaking

responsibility.Iwon'tsayhe'sshockedbythenews

causehewouldhavejustleftandcamebackafter

coolingoff.Sayingthosehorriblewordslikeyou

sleptwithyourselfisunacceptable.

Me:MaybeIshouldn'thavemissedtheshot.Whatif

Iruinedourrelationship?

Her:Don'tevendaresaythat.Thatwasnotonly

yourresponsibilityright?Hedidn'tevengowithyou

tothehospitalbutwasgladtogetinbetweenyour



legswithoutaprotection.He'sasickingexcuseofa

man.

Me:(Tearfully)Ididn'texpecthimtoreactlikethat.

Her:(patonmyback)You'llbefine.Being

abandonedwithachildisverypainful.I

experiencedthatwithPaul.ButIsurvived.You'll

survivetoomybaby.

Me:Tomorrowismyfather'sbirthday.Ineedhim

Ma.Idon'tcareifhedoesn'twantthebaby.Ineed

him.I'mgoingtobreakdown.Iwon'trecoverfrom

this.

Her:I'llbeherewithyoumybaby.

Me:(Crying)IneedhimMa.HowcanChawedothis

tome?

AttheoldMinesite

Qhawethrewthecigarettestudonthegroundand

stompedonitthenlitanotheroneashesmoked.

HelookedatXhantifromadistancestanding



besidestheminevan.Heclenchedhisjawsand

chuckledindisbelief.

Xhanti:Wozala(Come)

Hewalkedtowardshimandlookedathimashis

bloodboiled

Qhawe:IthoughtIwasmeetingwithmybrother.

Xhanti:(Smiled)I'mhere.

Qhawe:Youarenotmybrother.

Xhanti:Rememberwestartedherefirst.

Qhawejuststaredathimwithablankface

Xhanti:Ineedtoshowyousomething.Let'sgetin

thevan.



Qhaweclickedhistongueandturnedtowalkaway

buthegrabbedhisjacket

Xhanti:YouneedtoseethisLittlebrother.

QhawepushedhishandoffthenXhantigrabbedhis

jacketandwrappedhisarmaroundhisneck

chockinghim.Qhawestompedonhisfeethardand

hithimwiththebackofhisheadasXhantigroaned.

Qhawefacedhimandpunchedhimonthefaceas

bloodspilledoutofhisnose

Qhawe:Nexttimewhenyoutouchme.I'llcrushyour

balls.

XhantipunchedhimtwiceonhisfaceasQhawe

staggaredaround.Beforehecouldgetthestrength

tofightbackXhantiusedhishugebuiltbodyand

pushedhimonthegroundandheldhishandson

hisbackthensatontopofhim



Xhanti:TellthattoZenze.I'mnotyourmate.I'll

breakyourjaws.

Hespithisbloodoutofhismouthanddraggedhim

tothevan

Qhawe:Yougoingtoregretthis.

Hepushedhiminsidethevanandgotinsideashe

spedoff

AtSambulo'sHouse

SambulolookedatZenzeashecriedwithEva

hugginghimtight.Hisphonerangashepicked

Sambulo:Hello?



Xhanti:I'mattheoldminewithQhawe.

Sambulo:Okaygoodluck.

XhantihungupasSambulostoodup.Hisphone

rangagain

Sambulo:Yah?

Voice:Weareactivatingthebombsrightnow.We

havetogosomewhereat12sowerescheduled.

Sambulo:(heartskipped)What?

Theconnectioncutashisheartskipped

Sambulo:Wft!QhaweandXhantiarethere.

Hequicklyranoutastheylookedathim



TOBECONTINUED.....
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AttheoldMiningSite

Xhantistoppedthecarandlookedathisyounger

brotherstaringoutsidethewindow.Hesighed

deeplythenhandedhimhisphonebutQhawejust

ignoredhim

Xhanti:Takethisphoneandwatchthefootage.

Qhawekeptquietstillstaringoutsidethewindow.

Xhantiplayedthevideo

Voice:HetoldmethattheyarerobbingaJewellery

storearoundthecornertomorrow.Everythingis



prepared.Theyareprepared.

MaleVoice:Doyouhavethelocation?

Voice:Here.

Qhawe'sheartpoundedsofastagainsthischestas

hestaredatFikileinthevideo.Shekepttellingthat

manaboutwhattheywereplanningandwhat

they'vedonealready.

Fikile:Qhaweisnotstrongenough,he'svery

weak,veryveryweak.Soit'seasytotamehim.You

don'tevenhavetoworryabouthim.

Thevideoplayeduntilitfinished.Hefelthisbody

gettingwarmashesteppedoutofthecarandtook

hisjacketandT-shirtoff.Hewipedhisbloodynose

andmouthwithhisT-shirtandthrewitonthe

ground.Xhantilookedathimshirtlessthenstepped

outandstoodinfrontofhim



Xhanti:Thatwaswhoshewas.

Qhawe:Wheredidyougetit?Howlonghasitbeen

inyourposition?

Xhanti:It'sbeenawhile.

Qhawe:...

Xhanti:NowyouknowthatIwillneverhurtsomeone

onpurpose.

Qhawe:W..whydidn'tyoushowmethisatthe

earliest?Beforeyourtrial.

Xhanti:Ididn'thaveitatthatmoment.

Therewasanawkwardsilenceastheybothstared

atthetoprubble.

Qhawe:Iwasn'tangryatyouforkillingFikile.It'sthe

factthatmyolderbrotherwascapableofkilling

someoneIlove.Itrustedyouandthatreallybroke

me.

Xhanti:(sighed)Ngiyakuzwa.Andit's



understandable.ButknowthatIwillneverhurt

someoneyouloveunlessshe'sathreattoyourlife.

Ilovethatroundchubbycheeksfacegirl.She's

innocent.ThisonewillbeyourwifeBafo.

Qhawe:...

Xhanti:Umakotiwethu.(She'sourdaughterinlaw)

Qhawe:(clearedhisthroat)I'msorryforthewayI

spoketoyouandbehavedwithyou.

Hepinchedthebridgeofhisnoseandscratchedhis

head

Xhanti:(laughed)Youstilldothatwhenyounervous.

Qhawe:(Faintsmile)

Xhanti:KulungileMpangezitha.Iunderstoodyour

situation.Butdon'tevertalktomelikethatagain.I'll

breakyourneck.

Qhawe:(laughed)Iknow.



Theylaughedthenhuggedeachothertight

Qhawe:ButatleastSambulowasthere.

Xhanti:(sighed)Yeah.

Hisphonerangashelookedatthescreenbeforehe

picked

Xhanti:Sambulo.

Sambulo:Pleasegetoutofthererightnow.There

areengineerstodayfortheexplosion.Movebefore

theyexplodethemine.

Xhanti:Shit!Qhawengenaemotweni.(Getinthecar)

Hehungupastheyquicklygotinsidethevanand

closedthewindows.Thebombexplodedbehind

themasthewholegroundshook.Sambulostarted

thecarandspedofftryingtoescapetherubble



Xhanti:Shit!Shit!

Therubblefellonthewindscreencarckingitalittle

asSambulotrieddrivingbutthecargotstuckand

slowlygotburieddeepintherubbles

MeanwhileSambulolookedattheexplosionashis

heartskipped.Hedialedtheparedemicsandspoke

tothemthencalledanotherhelp

Sambulo:(breathingheavily)Basebenzi.Pleasego

andgetthemachinesandstartdiggingplease.We

can'twaitfirthesepeople.Mybrothersare

suffocatinginthere.Getyourhelmetsandjackets.

Theminersgrabbedtheirjacketsandhelmetsthen

rantotherubbles.Theexplosionhaddieddown.

Sambulo'sthroatdriedupashefelthisheart

beatingonhisthroat.Helookedateverythingin



disbelief

AtPaul'sMother'sHouse

Isatnearthewindowandlookedoutsideastears

droppedonmyeyes.Ilookedatthepicturesofme

andQhawethensighed.Itstillfeltsurrealthathe

doesn'twantthebaby.Itstillfeltsurrealthathe

spoketomelikethat.I'mhopingthatthisisa

nightmareandsomeonewillwakemeupfromit

anytime.

Ibrushedmysmallbumpandsmiled

Me:IloveyoumylittleKeanu.Mommyanddaddy

lovesyoubaby.Andpleasedon'tbesadthatDaddy

left.He'llbeback.He'llcomebackforusokaynana?

Okaymybaby.Daddywasjustshocked.That'sall.

He'sinstateofshock.He'llbeback.



Isniffledasmoretearsdroppeddown

AttheoldMiningSite

Themedia,paramedics,Policeandminerswereat

thesceneastheydugdeeperonthehardrubbles

andfinallygotthecaroutafterlonghours.The

paramedicsgotcloserandtookthemout.

Paredemic1:Strecherandoxygenmask.Fast!Fast!

NewsReporter:Ahorrificaccidentjustoccuredat

theoldMiningsiteofthePhakathwayo'sasyoucan

see.Theengineerswereurgedtoexplodethisplace

fordiamondsandithappenedthatthetimewas

changedatthelastminutessothisaccident

happened.Theexplosiontookplacewhilethese

gentlemenwerehere.(sighed)It'shorrible.Qhawe

Phakathwayoisremovedoutofthecarandsadly

he'snotbreathingandhedoesn'tlookgoodeither.



(Lookedaround)Heisn'tbleedingalotthoughand

that'sagoodsign.Atleastthere'shope.Theman

whowasdrivingwasalsoremovedandhe's

bleedingheavily.Theparedemicshavetookthem

andhopefullythey'llbefine.ThisisAgnesDlamini

reportingliveinJohannesburg.

TheAmbulancespedoffasSambuloranafterit

followedbysomeoftheminers.

AtNene'sHouse

Nene'sHeartskippedasshewatchedtheNews

Nene:Kgaogeloisgoingtodie!

Musa:Don'ttellheranythingyet.She'sgoingto

panicandthat'snotgoodforthebaby.Let'swaitfor

thesepeopletoreportagain.

Nene:Ithinkshehasarighttoknow.It'snotokayto



keepherinthedark.Whoknowsmaybeshe's

worriedabouthimaswespeak.(Sighed)butMaybe

Chawe'sbrothermightinformher.I'llcallheraftera

fewminutes.

Musa:Okay.

TheywatchedthenewsasNeneshookherhead

AtPaul'sMother'sHouse

IopenedmyeyesandcameacrossPaul,hismother

andKutlwanostaringatme.Isatuprightand

lookedatthem.Paul'smothermusthavetoldthem

already.ThelastthingIneedistobepitiedhonestly

Me:(sighed)I'mfine.Ineedthetoilet.

Islowlyclimbedoffthebedandwalkedtothe

bathroom.Itookaleak,wipedmyselfwithatissue



thenwashedmyhands.Ilookedatmypuffyeyes

onthemirrorasIpassedandsighed.ThenIwalked

backtothebedroom.Therewerestillthere.Ilaid

downagainandclosedmyeyes

Paul:Yousleepingagain?

Me:Yeah.

Ma:Tellmewhenyouwantfood.I'llmakeyousome.

Me:OkayMa.

IheardtheirfootstepsheadingoutthenIopened

myeyesandsearchedformyphoneundermy

pillow.Ilookedatitandsigheddeeply.Therewas

nothingfromhim.Qhaweisreallyleavingme

pregnant?Thisisunbelievable.

(ANOTHERBONUSSPONSOREDBYONEOFOUR

READERS)
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"DEARMYANGEL

It'sbeen9yearssinceyou'veleftusinthisworld.In

those9years,everythingdrasticallychanged.You

weremybestfriend,mypartnerineverythingI

did,thebestfatherinthewholewideworld.Ithurt

mesomuchwhenyouleft,somuch.SometimesI'd

wakeupinthemiddleofthenightandcry.Cryfor

you.TodayisyourbirthdayPapa.Idon'tknowwhat

todo.Iwishyouwereherewithme.Youusedtotell

methatI'myourstronggirl,butI'mreallynot.I'm

veryweak.Idon'tevenknowhowI'llfaceKutlwano

today.IknowI'llbreakdownwhenIseehim.Please

givemethestrength.IthinkI'mgoingtolose

myselfandhe'sgoingtobreakdowntoo.He

doesn'tlikeseeingmecry.Soplease.Papa,Qhawe

leftmeandthebaby.Ilovehimsomuch.Ireally



lovehim.Hehasneverspokentomelikethatever

andithurt.Idon'twanttolosehim.Idon'tknowthe

businessthathe'sintobutIknowthatisvery

dangerous.Iunderstandthathedoesn'twanthis

enemiescomingatnightandhurtus.Hedoesn't

wanttofeelhelplesswhentheyhurtus.You've

alwayswantedagrandchildright?Iwanttogiveitto

you.Idon'twantmybabytosufferinthisworld.I

namedthebabyKeanu,thecoldbreezeofthe

mountain.Ifeellikeisabeautifulname.Takecare

ofMyKeanuPapa.Thatwillreallymakemehappy.

Happybirthdaymyangel.IloveyousomuchandI

missyoueveryday.Mayyoursoulcontinuetorest

inpeace"

Ifoldedtheletterasmylipstrembled.Ilookedatit

againthentookamatchstickandlitit.

Aknockcamethroughonthedoor.Iwipedmytears

anddroppedtheletteronthefloorwatchingitburn.



Me:Comein.

IlookedatthemirrorandlockedeyeswithPaul

thenIimmediatelydroppedmygaze

Paul:Goodmorning.

Me:(Sighed)Morning.

Heclosedthedoorandcametostandbehindme

thenlookedattheletterburning

Paul:What'sthat?

Me:Alettertomyfather.Atraditionalhealeronce

toldmetowriteletterstomyfatherwheneverImiss

himoratanyoccasion.Hereadsthem.Soit'snow

ahabit.

Paul:Wowreally?That'samazing.Ishouldwriteone

tomygrandmother.



Me:Youbelieveinthat?

Paul:Yeah.I'malsoAfricanKG.

Me:Okay.

Paul:Iknowishisbirthdaytoday.

Me:...

Paul:Peoplealwaysfeellikeispointlesscelebrating

thebirthdayofsomeonewho'snolongerwithus.

ButIfeellikeisnot.Ifeellikeyoushouldcontinue

doingthingsthesamewayyoudidwhentheywere

aliveandincludingthemineverythingyoudo.

Me:Same.

Paul:Weshouldgooutandcelebrate.

Me:Really?

Paul:Yeah.WecantakeNeneandthekidstoo.

Everyone.

Me:I'dlovethat.ThankyouPaul.

Paul:(Smiled)I'ddoanythingformysister.

Me:(Laughed)Okaybrother.ButIwantedtocutmy



hairfirst,domynailsanddomymakeup.

Paul:Wecanstilldoallofthat.Whyyoucuttingyour

hair?

Me:Uhm,Idon'tknow.Ijustfeellikeit.AndIwantto

dyeittoo.

Paul:Okay.Getupthenandbath.Iheardyouwoke

upearly.

Me:(sighed)Yeahmorningsickness.Ihateit.

Paul:(Laughed)Ican'twaittoseeyouinseven

monthstime.Fatandugly.

Me:(laughed)FuckyouPaul.

HelaughedasIgotupandsearchedformyToiletry

intheCardboard

Paul:Idecidedtoopenthechannel.

Me:(lookedathim)What?

Paul:Yeah,onYoutubeandFacebook.Wedoingit



togetherright?

Me:Yes!YouknowI'vebeenbeggingyoutodotoit

formonthsnow.

Paul:Wedoingittogether.

Me:Ohyes.

Istoodonmytoesandwrappedmyarmsaround

hisneckthenhuggedhimtight

Me:(Sniffled)Youhavenoideahowthismeansto

me.Thankyou.

Paul:It'sokay.

Ilookedathimthenhedroppedhisgazeand

shifteduncomfortably

Me:(Smiled)Wow!Ican'twaithle.Weshouldfind

thecameraman,editorandeverything.



Paul:(clearedhisthroat)Don'tworryaboutthat.I

goteverythingplannedout.

Me:Great.Youliterallymademyday.

Paul:Freshenupthen.Weneedtoleave.

Me:(Smiled)Yeah.

HesteppedoutthenIquicklywenttothebathroom

andfreshenedup.WhenIwasdone,Iworemy

whitelongdressandputonmyhalfblackweave

thenwrappedmyheadwithadoekandputon

somewhitecrossedhighheels.Thenappliedalip

therapyonmylipsandgrabbedmybagandwalked

out.

Thesamemorningatthehospital,Evaquietly

packedQhawe'sthingsinhisbagwhilehespoke

withSambulo

Sambulo:TheysaidXhantiwillregainhis

consciousnesstomorrow.Thesurgerywasa



success.

Qhawe:(Coughed)Okay.

Evahandedhimwaterinabottleashedrankitand

gavethebottleback

Qhawe:Thanks.

Eva:You'llcoughoutthatdustinyourlungsand

you'llbefine.Thedoctorevenprescribedthe

medication.

Qhawe:Okay.

SheheldthebagasSambulolookedathertotally

ignoringhim

Qhawe:(Coughed)Let'sleavethen.

Sambulo:(ToEva)Letmeholdthebag.

Eva:NoI'llmanage.Let'sgoQhawe.



Qhawelookedatthemthensteppedout.They

followedafterhimandwalkedtotheParkinglot.

AtNene'sHouse

ShestrappedNeoonherbackasthekidsran

aroundthehouse

Nene:Larasagofroeg(Youguysaremakingnoise.

It'searly)

Musasteppedoutoftheroominasmartcasualas

Nenelookedathimandblushed

Nene:Mosa,Thapelo,Ithana!

Thekidslaughedthenstoppedandlookedather



Nene:Weareleaving.Doyouwantmetoleaveyou

behindhuh?Continuerunningaroundandgetting

yourselfdirty.Iwon'tchangeyou.

Theylookedateachotherthenkeptquiet.Thapelo

walkedtoMusaandraisedhisarmasMusaheld

himinhisarms

Mosa:LennaPapa(Metoo)

Musa:Come.

Heheldhiminhisotherarm.Nenetookthebags

andgaveonetoIthana

Nene:Let'sgo.NkareIheardanUberoutside.

Musa:Let'sgo.



Theyallwalkedoutandlockedthedoorthenwent

andgotinanUberasitdroveoff

Nene:Paulsaidtheyarestillatthesalonsowe'llget

therebeforethem.

Musa:Okay.

Nene'sphonegotannotification.Shelookedatit

thenlookedatMusabeforeshereadthemessage

Les:BabeI'msoworried.What'sgoingon?You've

beenignoringme.Pleaseanswermycalls.Imiss

you.Iloveyou

Nene:It'soverLesleyandItoldyouthat.Wedone.

Youdon'twantawomanwithfourkidsright?Go

andfindtheonewithnokidsatall.I'mdonewith

you.Iwon'tchooseyouovermykids.

Les:Iknowthat.I'msorryIdidn'tmeanallofthat.I

wasjustshockedandangrythatyouliedtome.I'll



acceptthekids.Justdon'tdumpme.Youaremy

everything.PleaseOre.

Nene:GofedilePapa.Moveon.

Sheplacedherphoneinsideherbagandlookedat

thefront

AtAuntie'sHouse

Shetookasiponherteathenlookedaroundthe

yard.Thesisterswerequietlysittingoutsidewhile

sharinggingerbeer.Thekidswereplayingoutside

theyard.

Auntie:Whenwillyougoandlookforjobs?Youare

gettingoldandwhowilltakecareofyour100kids?

NnaImightdiesoon.

Tshimollo:TherearenojobsinPotch.Wheredoyou

thinkwe'llfindjobs?



Auntie:Tryandlook.LookatNene,shetookthe

chanceand-

Nkele:Yohyohyoh.Nenethis,nenethat.Ronare

lapile.Retlogeletlheausi.Yoh!

Tshimollo:Heebathong.EverydaykeNenethis,Nene

that.

Auntielookedatthemasangerchockedher

Auntie:Youspeaktomelikethatagain.I'llkickyou

outofmyhouse.You'llgoandlivewithyour

uselessboyfriends.Youguysarefailures.

Matekatsehela.

Sheclickedhertonguethengotupandwalkedback

insidethehouse

Attherestuarant



TheFamilysattogetherwhileeatingasNene

handedlittleNeoabonethencontinuedeating.

KutlwanofixedThapelo'snapkinthensat

comfortablyonthechairandcontinuedeating

Ma:Lookathersuckingthebone.

Nene:(laughed)Shelovesbonessomuchngwanake

bathong.

Heart:Nextyearshe'llbeeating.Nomorebottle.

Nene:Yeahnomorebottle.ButIwantedhertostart

withlightmeals.Purityandstuff.

Heart:Yeah.Minestartedlikethattoo.

Nene:Andlookathimnowallgrownandcute.

Heart:(Smiled)Yeah.

Me:GivemeNeo.

Nene:BonaolesweJang.She'llmakeyourwhite

dressdirty.

Me:Noit'sfine.Motlise.



ShehandedmeNeoasImadeherstandonmylap.

ShelookedexactlylikeNene.Yellowandcute

Me:HeyNeo.HeyNono.

Shesmiledwhilesuckingherbone.Iputheronmy

lapandwipedhermouthwiththehandkerchief

Nenegaveme

Ma:Weshoulddothismoreoften.Iloveit.

Olinda:Yeah.

Me:(Sighed)Afterthis,wemustallgototheriver

andletthewhiteballoonsflyintheair.

Ma:Yeah.

MeandKutlwanolockedeyes.Ismiledthenhe

lookedawayasIsighed



Nene:Malomewassuchagoodperson.Hewasa

greatman.Irememberhowhelikedhelpingpeople.

Ma:(Smiled)Kgaogelotoldmeabouthim.Itseems

likehewasaveryhumbleandakindhearted

person.

Paulgotupandwenttothecounterthencamewith

twowaiterswhobroughtaTVandconnecteditto

theDVD.Helookedatmethensmiled.Everyone

stoppedtalkingandlookedathim

Paul:IfoundthisapponTIKTOKsincealotof

peoplewerereferringit.SoItrieditout.Hereare

theresults.

HeswitchedtheTVonandwhatIsawshockedme.

IgaveNenethebabythenburstintotears



Me:(Crying)He'smoving.Icanliterallyseehim

smiling.

Igotupthenstoodinfrontofthetable.Paulhugged

mefrombehindasIcried

Me:(Crying)He'smoving.

Paul:Iknow.Thisappkindofbroughthimalive.I

tookhispictureanditdidthis.

Me:(Crying)He'sliterallymoving.

Kutlwanowatchedmecryingashisthroatburned

out.Hegotupandrushedtothetoilet.Nenegave

Mathebabyandranafterhim

Me:(Crying)He'ssmilingatme.

Paul:Heis.



AtthePoliceStation

Lethusteppedoutoftheofficeandwenttothefront

deskasthepoliceofficersspoke

Officer1:(laughed)Theyshouldhavedied.These

Phakathwayo'salwaysgetawaywitheverything.

Officer2:Iheardtheonewhowasdrivingis

Xhanti,thejailbird.

Officer1:Yeah.Hewasreleasedafewmonthsago.

Lethu'sheartskippedasshelookedatthem

Lethu:Whatareyouguyssaying?

Officer1:XhantiandQhawePhakathwayowere

buriedundertherubblesafterthebombexploded

themine.Theyareinthehospital.

Lethu:What?Whichhospital?



Theytoldherasshetookthecarkeysandranout

AtQhawe'sHouse

Heopenedthefridgeandtookabeeroutthen

limpedallthewaytothelounge.Thenhesatonthe

couchandopenedthebeerwithhisteethandtook

asip.Hiswholebodywasinpainandhischesthurt

likecrazy.HelookedatKgaogeloonhiswallpaper

thensighed.Didshereallyhavetobepregnant

especiallyatthistime?Yeshewantedtobuilda

familywithherbutnotthissoon.Plushewon't

handletheheartbreakofseeingthemhurt.Hecan

haveallthebodyguardsandcamerasalloverher

housebutwhenanenemyisdeterminedtodo

anythingnoneofthosethingswillmatterorhelpin

anyway.He'llgetinside,takethemandhurtthem.Or

whatiftheytakethebabywhenhe/she'satschool.

Theywon'thaveanormallife.Theywon'tbehappy.

Itwasbetterwhenitwasjusthimandher.But



**sigh**thebabyishere,hehasnochoiceIguess.

Hehastochangehispriorities.

Babymamalookedgoodthough.Thepregnancy

seemedtobemakingherglowbetterthanbefore.

Herskinismoresofterandwarmer.fuck!They

literallymadeanentirebaby.Itwouldbeniceifthe

babywillbeagirlandshe'llbeprettyjustlikeher.

Nowhehastoprotectthemwithhislife.Firstly,he

neededtoseeher

AtTheRiver

Maprayedasweletgooftheballoonsandletthem

flyintheair.IwrappedmyarmaroundKutlwano

andtookavideoonmyphone

Me:Didyouwritetheletter?

Kutlwano:Yeah.



Me:okay.

Ma:Let'sgo.

Me:Uhm,everyone.CanIhaveyourattentionplease.

Theyalllookedatme

Me:(Sighed)Thankyousomuchfordoingthisfor

us.Meandmylittlebrother.Wereallyappreciateit.

Iknowisweirdcauseblackpeopledon'tdothisbut

wealldiditwithnocomplications.Youguysdidn't

seemawkwardorhadanycomplains.Thankyou.

(Lookeddown)I'mcurrentlygoingthroughalot.I

didn'tthinkI'llmanagetodaycauseIknowwhen

it'smydad'sbirthday,Igetsocrazyandhavea

breakdown.WithallthestressandhurtIhaveright

now,Ididn'tthinkIwouldbethisstrong.ButTodayI

wassostrongthatI'mevensuprisedmyself.And

It'sallthankstoyou.Thankyou.Thankyouthink

much.



AtLesedi'sHouse

Shewashedherhandsthenflushedthetoiletand

walkedbacktoherroom.Sheslowlysatdownand

sighed.Herwombwassoheavythatifitwas

possibleshe'dcarryitbecausewow!Shewenton

Facebookandsharedsomememes.Thennoticed

hisfather'spictureonthepeopleyoumayknow.

Herheartskippedassheclickedonitandlookedat

thecaption.

"It'sbeen9yearssincehehasleftus.Stillso

unbelievable.ContinuetorestinpeacePapa,my

bestfriend,myhero.Thankyouforbeingthebest

fatherandmayyourbelovedsheldcloseto

blossomtilltheendoftime.Iloveyoumyangel.

"

Shereadthenameasherheartpoundedevenmore.



Lesedi:(Tearfully)Ifoundmysister.She'smysister.

(Shouted)Gogo!

TOBECONTINUED.....
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LaterthatnightEvaspokewithZenzeonthephone

assheappliednightcreamonherface

Eva:Usethatointment.It'llhelpwiththebruises.

Zenze:(Sighed)Okay.

Eva:Didyoueat?

Zenze:Ayandabroughtmefood.I'mgood.

Eva:Didyoutellheraboutthepregnancy?

Zenze:No.

Eva:We'lltalktomorrow.She'sthere?



Zenze:Yeah.

Eva:Goodnight.Iloveyou.

Zenze:IloveyoutooMa.Goodnight.

Shehungupthenclosedthecreamandputitinside

herToiletrybag.Shegotupandtookhersilkgown

offthenlaiddown.Sambulosteppedinsideand

lookedather.Hesatnexttoherandpatonherback

Sambulo:Let'stalk.

Eva:I'msleeping.Ihavealotofworktomorrow.I

needtosleepnow.

Sambulo:Wearegrownupsandnotchildren.You

arenotgoingtosulkaboutmebeatingZenzefor

impregnatingsomeone.He'sstillyoungand

irresponsible.IfIdon'treprimandhimwhowill?

Eva:Youcanreprimandhimwellwithoutbeating

himlikethat.That'sabuse.Youdon'tbeatsomeone

likethatandsayyouarereprimandingthem.



Sambulo:That'stheonlylanguageheunderstands.

Nexttimehe'llneverforgettouseCondom.Evenif

he'sdrunk.He'llrememberit.Stopspoilinghimso

much.Youareruininghim.

Eva:I'mnotruininghim.Zenzehasdoneeverything

rightsofar,hegotthatdegreeandbecamea

gemologistofthemine.Don'ttellmeaboutparties.

He'syounglethimenjoyhisyouth.

Sambulo:Doyouevenknowhowmuchhespends

onthoseparties?Weworkveryhardforourmoney

forhimtouseitrecklesslylikethis.Youarespoiling

ZenzeandIwon'tallowiteveragain.Idon'tcareif

yousulkanymore.Youarechildish.Irresponsible

mother.

Eva:Youaretheirresponsibleone.Beatinghimup

likeananimal.What'sthat?

Sambulo:(Firmly)Eva.

Shekeptquietthenclosedhereyes.Sambulo

kickedoffhisshoesthengotinsidethecoversand

switchedthebedsidelightsoff



AtMa'sHouse

IsighedasIsteppedinsidetheroom.Itwasvery

hot.Iopenedthewindowsandsatdownonthebed.

Myfeetwerelittleswollen.It'sthesehighheels.I

tookthemoffandlaiddownwithmybackonthe

bed.It'ssostrangethattimemovedsoquickly.It's

onlybeenayearandalotofthingshappened.I

shookmyheadthenlookedatMymessages.Ferah

sentmetheClinic'snumbers.Itextedback

Me:Thankyoufriend.

Shewasoffline.Ilookedatthenumbersthen

clickedonthem.Thephonerangasmyheart

poundedagainstmychest

Voice:MarieStopesSouthAfrica.Howcanwehelp

you?



Me:...

Voice:Hello?

Me:I..I'dliketomakeanappointment.

Voice:Ohokay.Whattime?

Me:...

Voice:Mam?

Ihungup.Ican'tdothis.Myphonerang,myheart

skippedabitwhenIlookatthecallerdetails.Itook

adeepbreaththenpickedup

Me:Hello?

Qhawe:HeyMama.

Me:(Swallowed)Hi.

Qhawe:I'matthedoor.

Me:I'mnothome.

Qhawe:Iknow.Comeoutside.Idon'twanttogetin.



Me:uh..okay.

Hehungup.Igotupandlookedformyslippers.I

wassuddenlynervous.Iputinmyslippersthen

lookedatmyselfonthemirror.Ilookedlikeakid

withthisgreydye.Ineedawig.Ifindmyshorthalf

oneontopofthedrawerandquicklyputitonthen

grabbedmyphoneandwalkedout.Myheartwas

poundingsofastthatmywholebodyshook.Ididn't

knowwhattoexpect.IfoundMainthelounge

watchingTV.Welockedeyes

Ma:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Uhm,..outside.

Ma:Why?It'slate.

Me:Yeah.He'shere.

Ma:Who?

Me:Chawe.



ShekeptquietthenlookedbackattheTV.

Me:LetmehearwhathehastosaythenI'llbeback.

Ma:(Sighed)Okay.

Iopenedthedoorandcameacrosshisfaceasmy

heartskipped.Hehadablueeyeandaplasteron

thecornerofhisforehead.Helookedweak.He

lookeddeepinmyeyesandlickedhislipsthen

pulledmeclosertohimandheldmetightwhile

squeezingmybody.Hesmelledlikefreshshower.I

closedmyeyesandinhaledhissweetscent.We

stayedlikethatforafewminutes

Qhawe:Let'sgo.

Hekissedmesoftlythenheldmyhandaswe

walkedtohiscar.Ilookedathimlimpinginthedark

ashewewalked.HeopenedthedoorformeasI

climbedinsidethenhegotinhissideanddroveoff.



AtLesedi'sHouse

ShekeptbitinghernailswaitingforKgaogelo's

reply.Thenshewenttohertimelineandchecked

everything.ShenoticedOreneileSenatlewho

commentedonalmostKgaogelo'sposts.She

clickedonherprofilethenlookedatherrecent

pictures.Nenehadpostedtheirrestuarantpictures.

Shetextedher

Lesedi:HeycanyoupleasegivemeKgaogelo's

number.She'smyfather'sfirstdaughter.She'snot

onlineandIwanttotalktoher

Nene:Bathongwho'syourfather?

Lesedi:RiccardoMatheba.I'mhissecondborn.

Nene:AndYoulooklikeKgaogelo.Who'syour

mother?

Lesedi:ThandiswaMguni.ShemetDadwhenhe



firstcamehere.

Nene:OkayletmetalktoKgaogelofirstthenI'llget

backtoyou.Ican'tjustgiveyouhernumberwithout

askingherfirst.

Lesedi:OkayIunderstand.

Shesighedthenslowlylaiddownasherphonerang.

Itwasunknownnumbers.

Lesedi:Hello?

Voice:Whyareyoudoingthistome?

Lesedi:(heartskipped)Zenze?

Zenze:Igaveyoumoneytobuymorningafterpill.

Whydidn'tyoubuyit?Nowyoubringyouruncles

here.

Lesedi:IneededmoneythattimeandIusedthe

moneyyousent.I'msorry.ButIswearIgotmoney

thefollowingdayandboughtthepills.

Zenze:Youaresostupidyazi.DoyouthinkI'm



readytobeafather?Abortthatbaby.Youcan't

forcemetobeafather.Thisismybody.

Lesedi:It'stoolateforabortion.Youdon'tevenhave

tobeafathertothischild.I'llmanagealone.

Zenze:Youshouldhavetoldthattoyouruncles.

Lesedi:I'lltellthem.Theyevenforceme.Iwasn't

goingtoaskyouanything.I'llraisethisbabyalone.

I'mdonewithyouspoiltbrat.Rubbish!Deadbeat

father.

Shehungupandblockedhisnumbers

AtMusa'sHouse

Musatuckedthekidstosleepthenwalkedbackto

theirbedroom.HefoundNenefeedingNeomilkin

herbottle.HetookhisshirtoffasNenelookedat

him



Nene:Comeandseethis.

HeleanedoverandlookedatthePhoto

Musa:Who'sthis?

Nene:Can'tyousee?ShelookslikeKgaogelo.Look

attheireyes.

Musa:Whoisshe?

Nene:She'shersister.Idon'tknowhow.Mogirl

textedmeandtoldmeshe'suncle'ssecondborn.

Musa:Ooh?

Nene:Yeah.I'mstillshocked.IhavetotellKgaogelo

this.Idon'tknowhowtoexplainthis.

Musa:Hecheated.

Nene:HaiIdoubt.Buthaii.

Sheshookherheadthenputthebottleonthe

drawerandlaidneoonhercot.



Nene:Iremembertherewasatimewherethey

weren'tstayingtogetheranymore.Mamanedidn't

evenwantKgaogeloleavingwithMalome.

Musa:Maybehecheated.

Nene:(Thoughtfully)Mhmm.

Sheshookherheadthenlookedathimlayingon

bed.Shetookherclothesoffandgotontopofhim

Nene:(Kissedhim)Imissedyou.

Sheunzippedhispantsashegropedhersmall

breastsinhispalms

Nene:(Kissedhim)Thewholeday.Youlookedvery

yummytoday.

Musa:(Smiled)Wecouldhavefuckedinthe



bathroombutyourefused.

Hishandsmovedtohersmallassassqueezedit

whiletheykissed.NenebreathedheavilyasMusa

liftedhislowerbodyandpulledhispantsdown

withoutbreakingthekiss

Nene:(Moaninginhismouth)Mhmm.

Shetouchedhisblackanacondaandsoftlyrubbed

itwithhersofthandsashereleasedasoftgrunt.

Thensheliftedherassalittleasherubbedherclit.

Neosoftlycriedinhercotthentheybothturnedand

lookedather

Nene:Let'signoreher.

Musa:(Laughed)Youareabadmother.Fuckyouare

sowet.



Herubbedherclitvigorouslythenslowlyliftedher

assalittleandmadehersitonhisdickasher

pussyswallowedit.

Nene:Jesus!It'stoodeep.

Sheliftedherbodyalittlethenputherhandsonhis

hardchestandstartedridinghim.Herpussy's

warmthhadhimcurlinghistoesthenshe

#REMOVED

AtQhawe'sHouse

Westeppedinsidethehousewhileholdinghands.

Thenweclimbedonthestairsgoingupstairsand

gotinhisbedroom.Itwascleanandsmelledlike

him.Hewasstilllimpingandhedidn'tlooktoogood

Me:Areyouokay?



Qhawe:(Sighed)I'mfine.Come.

Hesatonthebedandmademesitonhislap.He

touchedmylittlevisiblebumpandsmiled

Qhawe:I'msorry.

Me:..

Qhawe:Ifreakedoutandendedupsayingharsh

wordstoyou.It'snotyourfaultthatyoumissedthe

shotpluswemadethisbabytogether.(Kissedme)I

don'twannalietoyou,it'shardtolookoveryour

shouldereverytimenotknowingwhenthebulletwill

strive.Idon'tcareaboutmyself.Icareaboutyou

andyoursafetycomesfirst,always.Nowwiththe

babyhere,it'llveryhardmylove.ButMama,I

promiseyou.I'llprotectyouguyswithmylife.I'm

goingtotryveryharder.AllIwantfromyouisto

workwithme.

Me:(Nodded)

Qhawe:Somethinghappenedthatmademerealize



howmuchIwantyouinmylife.Idon'twanttolose

you.MarrymeRachel.Bemywife.

(ThenexttwoinsertswillfollowonWhatsApp.

Subscribebethuna)
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Ilookedathimasmyheartpoundedfaster.He

kissedmyhandandraisedhiseyebrows

Qhawe:Willyoubemywife?

Me:Uhm,now?

Qhawe:Yes.Butwecanhavetheweddingnext

monthorwheneveryouwant.Justdon'ttaketime.

Me:Y..YeahI'llbeyourwife(laughed)godyou



caughtmeoffguard.YesI'llbeyourwife.

Qhawe:It'sgoingtogethardandIwantyouto

promisemethatyouwon'tbackdown.Youwon't

leaveme.IknowI'mnotperfect.

Me:IpromiseyouIwon'tbackdown.Iwon'tleave

you.I'mnotperfecteither.I'llalwaysbethere.I've

neverbeenmarriedbeforeandIdon'tevenknow

howtobeagoodwifebutI'mgoingtotrymybest.

Qhawe:Iloveyou.

Helookedatmethenquicklydroppedhisgazelike

hedidn'tbelievewhathejustsaid.Wellmeeither

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Iloveyou.

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckandkissedhim.

Hecarriedmeinhisarmsandlaidmeonthebedas

hegotbetweenmylegs



AtNene'sHouse

Thefollowingdayinthemorning,Nenegotthekids

readyforschoolwhileMusapreparedbreakfastfor

them.ShetiedIthana'shairnicelyandfixedhertie

Nene:Nowyoulooklikeagrade2learner.Take

Thapeloandgotohavebreakfast.ComeMosa.

Thetwokidsranoutandwenttothekitchen.Nene

brushedMosa'scutandbuttonedhishirt

Mosa:MamaIloveschool.

Nene:Really?

Mosa:YeahandIloveithere.IlovePapa.He'snice.

Nene:(Smiled)Ilovehimtoomybaby.Let'sgoand

havebreakfast.



Sheheldhishandastheywalkedtothekitchen.

ThekidssurroundedthetableasMusagavethem

theirfood.Nenesatdownandtookherfood

Nene:Ejangsentleanddon'tmakeyouruniform

dirty.

All:OkayMama.

Musa:I'llbealittlelatetonight.I'mgoingtocheck

theflatsafterwork.

Nene:(Chewing)Okayisfine.

ShetookherphoneanddialedKgaogelo

Kgaogelo:(Sleepy)Mhmm.

Nene:Nkareorobetseyana.I'msorryforwaking

youup.I'vebeenmeaningtotellyouthissince

yesterday.There'sthisgirlwhotextedmeon

Facebookyesterdayandtoldmethatshe'syour

sister.She'sMalome'ssecondborn.



Kgaogelo:What?

Nene:Yeah,Iwasshockedtoo.Shelookslikeyou.

Justthatshe'sslim.

Kgaogelo:Sendmeherpictures.

Nene:HernameisLesediMnguni.Checkheron

Facebook.

Kgaogelo:Mhmm.Okay.

Nene:Sharp.

Kgaogelo:Sharp.

Shehungupthencontinuedeating

Nene:IhavetoaskMamaaboutthis.

AtMa'sHouse

Shepeakedinsidetheroomandsighedthenwalked

tothekitchen.Kutlwanowashavingbreakfastwhile



hewaschattingonthephone

Ma:Goodmorningboyboy.

Kutlwano:Goodmorningma.(Gotup)Ihavetoget

going.It'sgettinglate.

Ma:Doyouhavethetransportmoney?

Kutlwano:YeahKgaogelogaveme.

Ma:Lunch?

Kutlwano:Ihavethemoney.Thankyou.Letmevay.

Ma:Sharp.

Kutlwano:Bye.

Hetookhisschoolbagandwalkedout.

AtQhawe'sHouse

Inthesamemorning,Qhawehandedmegingertea



andbiscuitsthenputmylegsonhislap.Wewerein

thebedroom

Qhawe:Youfeelingbetternow?

Me:Alittle.

Qhawe:What'sthedealaboutthelittlesisterthing?

Me:I'mstillshockedandconfusedaboutit.I

checkedthegirlandshelookslikePapa.Shemight

behischild.I'lllookintoit.

Qhawe:Okay.

Me:Whathappenedtoyourface?

Qhawe:Therewasalittlebitofdisagreement

betweenmeandmybrotherthatledtothis.Butwe

fixeditandironedthingsout

Me:Okay.

Qhawe:Yougoingtoworktoday?

Me:Yeah.

Qhawe:Alright.I'llbeback.Ineedtomakeaphone



call.

Hekissedmethensteppedout.

AtZenze'sApartment

Hecircledaforkaroundtheplateashisheart

poundedfastagainsthischest.Theideaofbeinga

fathertosomeonefreakedhimout.Hewasstill

tryingtofixhimselfforGod'ssake.Hewasstill

tryingtomakehislifebetter.Howcanthishappen

now?Especiallywithsomeonehedidn'tevenlove.

Ayandasteppedinsidethekitchenandwrappedher

armsaroundhisneckthenkissedhischeek

Ayanda:I'mleaving.Ineedtogotowork.

Zenze:Okay.

Ayanda:Youokay?

Zenze:Yeah.



Ayanda:Alright.Bye.

Theykissedthenshewalkedout

Zenze:Thisgirldidmedirty.

AttheHospital

LethuwalkedinXhantiwardandlookedathim.He

hadanoxygenmaskonandlookedveryweak.Is

thisthelifeshe'lllivewhenshe'swithhim?Always

Worryingabouthim.Evengoasfarasriskingher

jobforhim.Willitbeallworthit?Sheswallowed

thenwalkedcloserasheturnedhisheadandtheir

eyeslocked

Xhanti:H..Hey.

Lethu:Hi.



(SPONSOREDBYANONYMOUS)
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AtMyHouse

LaterthatnightIpouredwarmwaterinsideKeanu's

bottleandaddedthreesmallspoonsofbaby

powderedmilkthencloseditandshookituntilit

wasmixed.Hewasseatedontheprom.Itookhim

outandheldhiminmyarmsthengavehimabottle

ashesucked.

Me:(Kissedhisforehead)amonateneh?



Hekeptkickingintheairashesuckedlikehis

wholelifedependentonit.IsmiledthendialedMa

Ma:Hello.

Me:(Smiled)HeyMa.Isawtherompersyoupacked

onhisbag.

Ma:Yeah.IwasatJetandsawthem.Ilikedthem

forhimsoIbroughtthem.Iknowhehasalotof

Rompersandhe'sgrowingbutIcouldn'thelpit.

Me:It'sfine.Theyaresonice.Thankyou.

Ma:Alrightmybaby.

Me:Okaygoodnight.Ineedtoputhimtosleepand

lookatsomecasesIhavehere.

Ma:Goodnightmylove.

IhungupthenlookedatKeanu.Hewassleepingso

peacefully.Iwipedthesweatonhisforeheadand

kissedhissmalllips.Helookednothinglikeme.He

hadallQhawe'sfeatures.Iguessmygenesarenot



thatstrong.ButI'mnotcomplaining,aslongashe's

cuteandlooklikedaddy.Iwalkedtohisnursery

andputhiminhiscotthencoveredhimwitha

blanket.

IwalkedtomyroomandtookmyToiletrybagasI

walkedtothebathroom.Ipreparedthetubthen

lookedatmyselfinthemirror.Thedooropenedand

Qhawewalkedin.Hestoppedforasecondand

lookedatme

Me:Hey.

Qhawe:HeyMama.

Me:Hadalongday?

Qhawe:(Sighed)Yeah.HowwastheOpeningofthe

flats?

Me:Amazing.Theflatsarebreathtaking.Itook

somepictures.I'llshowyou.



Hecameandstoodbehindmethentouchedmy

waistaswelockedeyesinthemirror.

Qhawe:I'mleavingtonight.

Me:..

Qhawe:(Kissedmyneck)I'llbebackbeforeFriday.

TakecareOfKeanuandyourself.

Me:..

Qhawe:Hey.

Heturnedmearoundandletmefacedhim.Thenhe

pulledmemorecloserwithmywaistandkissedme

softly.Hishandsmovedonmynakedbuttashe

squeezedit.ImoanedSoftlyenjoyinghiskisses.

ThenIunbuckledhispantsandletthemfalldown

onhisknees.Hepinnedmeagainstthewalland

pressedmyhandsabovemyheadashekissedme

hard.Hepartedmylegswithhiskneeashishand

wentonmyshavedpussy.Heranhisfingersonmy

pussylipsthenslowlyrubbedmyclitandslidone



fingerinsideasIbrokethekiss.

Me:(Moaning)OhChawe.

Hemovedhisfingerslowlyinandoutwhilehe

rubbedonmyclitatthesametime.Iwhimperedas

hekissedmeslowlyandstartedmovinghisfinger

faster.

Me:(Screaming)Ohgod!Ahh.

Ifeltanorgasmbuildingupastearsfilledmyeyes.

Helookedmedeepintheeyesandcarriedmeinhis

hugearmsthenshovedhisharderecteddickinside

Me:Ooohhhhhh.

Oureyeslockedasheheldmetightandstarted



pumpinginfaster.Hehitthissamesweetspot

continouslyasIthrewmyheadbackwithmyeyes

closed

Me:(Moaning)Chawe.Ohhh.

Qhawe:(Inmyear)Oohfuck!

Isplashedalloverhisdickasmytoescurled.I

couldn'tholdit.Hekeptpumpinginmorefasteras

sensitiveasIwas.Iknewhewasn'tgoingtostop

untilhecumsandIsplashonhimagain.Iwrapped

myarmsaroundhisneckandkissedhimaswe

moanedineachother'smouths

.....

Inthemorning,Iwokeupandlookedatonmy

emptysideasIsighed.Iclimbedoffthebedand

walkedtoKeanu'snursery.Hewasawakebut

playingashewaskickinghislegsintheairand



speakingtheonlylanguageheunderstands

Me:GoodmorningMybaby.

Helookedatmethenchuckledshowinghisblack

gums.Itookhimoutofhiscotandheldhimtightin

myarms

Me:GoodmorningMommy'sboy.GoodmorningAnu.

ItouchedhisPampers.Itwasfull.Iputhimbackon

thecotandtookhisthingsthenchangedhimbefore

Iwenttothekitchen

AtLethu'sHouse

ShesighedasTauspokeontheline



DetectiveTau:Cometothestationsothatyoucan

taketherecorderandtracker.

Lethu:Hedoesn'tallowmeinhishouse.

DetectiveTau:Itdoesn'tmatter.Makeeverything

happen.YouarecleverLethu.Thisisourchanceto

crackthiscaseandfinallyputthesepeoplebehind

bars.WebothknowthattheMineisjustafront.

Theyaresmugglingdiamondsandthey'vebeen

doingitforaverylongtimenow.

Lethu:OkayCaptain.I'llseewhatIcando.

Tau:Sharp.

Shehungupthenrubbedherface.Her

grandmotherlimpedassheslowlysatdownand

lookedather

Grams:Youlookworried.

Lethu:It'sjustthecaseI'mworkingon.Youwant

coffee?



Grams:Please.

Lethu:Okay.

Shepouredhotwaterinsideacupandaddedthe

ingredientsthenhandedittoher

Grams:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Lethu:Okay.

ShewalkedtoherroomanddialedXhantibutit

wenttoVoicemail.Shesighedthenthrewherselfon

thebed

AttheSpa

Evasteppedoutofhercarassheflickedherweave

andheadedinside.Shewalkedtothereceptionist

assheshowedherinside.Shetookherclothesoff



andworethewhitegown.Thenlaidonthebed

comfortablyandsippedonherwine.

MinuteslaterIsteppedinsidetheroomandlocked

eyeswithEva.Shewaslayingcomfortablyonbed

Me:Hello?

Eva:Hi.

Ileanedoverandhuggedherasshebrushedmy

back

Eva:I'vebeenwaiting.

Me:I'msosorry.Iwasheldup.

Eva:It'sokay.Takethegown.

IsteppedInanotherroomasitookmyclothesoff

andworemygownthenwalkedbacktotheroom



andsatonanotherbed

Eva:How'sLittleKeanu??

Me:He'sokay.He'ssuchanangel.

Eva:Ishouldcomeandseehim.

Me:Youshould.Thankyouforthis.I'mhavinga

toughweek.I'llneedallofthisenergyfortherestof

theweek.Chaweisgone.

Eva:WelcometotheclubPhakathwayowifey.

Me:(laughed)It'shell.Youshouldhavewarnedme.

KanaImisshimlikeIdidn'tseehimyesterday.

Eva:(Laughed)Andyouarestillgoingtostarve.

Thesemengetusaddictedtothemthenleaveus.

It'shell.ButminaI'musedtoitbynow.Atleastyou

haveKeanu,I'mallalone.

Me:Eish.

Ipouredmyselfwineontheglassandgulpedit

down



Eva:(Laughed)Don'tforgetyoustillhavetofetchthe

baby.

Me:He'llstaywithMa.I'mtired.

Lethusteppedinsideandlookedatus

Lethu:Hiii.

Us:Heyy.

Wehuggedthenshesatdownonthebedand

lookedatus

Lethu:Itlookslikeyouguysarehavingfunalready.

Me:Thefunalreadystartedsweetheart.

Lethu:(Laughed)Icantell.



Themasseusessteppedinside

Eva:Lovegoandchange.They'vebeenwaiting.

Lethu:Okay.It'semptyhere.Where'severyone?

Eva:Ibookedthewholeplace.

MeandLethulookedateachother

Eva:Go.

Lethu:Okay

TOBECONTINUED.....
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AtLesedi'sHouse



ThesamedayLesedisteppedinsidethehouse

whiletalkingonthephoneashergrandmotherfed

thebabyporridge

Lesedi:(onthephone)I'mscaredofSandtondogs.

Meetmeatthestopsign.Okay,seeyou.

Shehungupandlookedathergrandmotherfeeding

thebaby

Lesedi:LookathowchubbyLukhanyois.Heeats

toomuch.

Lukhanyosmiledshowinghistwosmallfrontteeth.

Theylaughed

Lesedi:It'slikeheheardme.

Grandmother:Hedidandhedoesn'tmindthe

chubbyness.AZuluboyhastoeat.



Lesedi:Yeahright.

Sheopenedthefridgeandtookthewaterbottleout

thendrank.Herbrothersteppedinthekitchenas

theylookedathim

Monde:HeyLesedi.Unayoiklipalapho.

Lesedi:No.Idon'thavemoney.

Monde:Ahmfethu10?Ngiyak'cela.

Shelookedathergrandmotherthenshookherhead

andhandedR10tohim

Monde:DankiSiswami.

Hesmiledthenwalkedout

Lesedi:He'sgoingtobuyNyaopewiththatmoney.



ZenzeandAyandasteppedinsideastheyturned

andlookedatthem

Zenze:Sanibonani.

Grandmother:SawubonaMfana.

Zenzelookedathisboyasasmilecurvedonhis

lips.Helookedsochubbyandcute.Healsohadhis

features.Heliterallymadeanentirehuman.Itwas

crazy

Zenze:I'mheretopickhimup.

Lesedirolledhereyesthenwalkedtoherroomas

theyalllookedather

Grandmother:Alrightbuthehasn'tbathedyet.Iwas



stillfeedinghim.

Zenze:It'sokay.I'lltakehimlikethat.

Hetookhimfromhisgrandmotherandheldhimin

hisarms.Lukhanyorecognizedhisfatherand

smiledwidelyashekissedhisfaceleavingitwith

hissaliva

Ayanda:(laughed)SomeoneishappytoseeDaddy.

Zenze:(laughed)HeyChamp.

Grandmotherstoodupandwenttothebathroom.

ShetookLukhanyo'sbabybagandgaveittothem

Zenze:NgiyabongaMa.(Thankyou)

Grandmother:Alright.

Theysteppedout



AttheSpa

MeandLethusatonthechairsaswedippedour

feetinthewaterwhiletheMasseusesmassaged

them.Evawasgettinghergelishoverlaysdone.

Me:(Sighed)Ifeelsoalive.SometimesIwishI

wasn'tawife,motherandadoctor.It'shardto

managethisalltogether.

Eva:Attheendoftheday.That'sourfate.Weare

women.Wemanageeverything.

Me:True.Iwouldn'ttradeallofthatforanything.

Eva:SambulowantedmetostopworkingbutI

couldn't.IhadendometriosisandIwasso

depressed.Stayingathomewasgoingtodriveme

mad.ItoldhimIcouldn't.Iadmit,Idon'tneedthe

money.Butsometimesweallneedadistrustion.

Me:Youhadendometriosis?



Eva:YeahbutIdidthesurgery.IwenttoUSA.I'm

good.

Me:Okaythat'sbetter.

IsippedonmychampagneandlookedatLethu

whowaslostinthoughts.MeandEvalookedat

eachotherthenbackather

Eva:EarthtoLethu.

Shelookedather

Eva:Comebacktous.

Lethu:Sorry.IwasthinkingaboutthecaseIhave.

Eva:Thisisnotthetimetothinkaboutcases.We

areheretorelax.

Lethu:Yeahsorry.

Eva:Howcomplicateditis?I'msureyou'llmanage.



Lethu:(Sighed)Yeah.

Me:You'llbefine.Telluswhatisabout,wemight

comeupwithideas.

Lethu:Noisnothingbig.Justarapecase.

Me:Oh.Thatcanbedepressing.

Lethu:Right.

ShetookasiponherChampagneandleanedback

onthechair

Me:SoyouandXhanti,yougotbacktogetheragain.

Lethu:Yeah.Thatone.Hedoesn'ttakeanoforan

answer.Hecameafterme.

Eva:Lethukuthula.

Lethu:(laughed)Afullname.WhatdidIdo?

Eva:(Calmly)Thesebrothershavebeenthrougha

lot.Doingwhattheyaredoingnowdespitehaving

thebiggestmineinthecountryiswhatkeepsthem



standingincludingthemine.YoufoundXhantithe

wayheis,don'ttryandchangehim.Helovesyou

andthat'sallthatmatters.Iunderstandyouwork

forthelawbutyouknewwhohewaswhenyou

foundhim.

Lethu:...

Evagulpedthechampagnedownandleanedon

thechair

Eva:Thechairissocomfortable.

TherewasanawkwardsilenceasIlookedatLethu

AtNene'sHouse

ShesatnexttoMusaonthecouchastheylooked

attheFlats



Nene:Ilikethebathroomsmore.

Musa:Thekitchen.

Nene:Yeahthere'smorespace.

Musa:Ialreadyfoundthetenants.

Nene:ThisisworkingoutfasterthanIanticipated.

Musa:Right?

Nene:Yeah.

Hisphonephone.Theybothlookedatitbeforehe

picked

Musa:Hello?

Voice:Neneisnotwhoshepretendstobe.Iwas

withheratCapeTownlastyear.Ijustfoundout

thathewasdatingusatthesametime.Iwatched

yourvideotodayatTheEstateandfoundoutyou've

beentogethersincelastyearandIwasalsodating



her.

MusalookedatNeneashisheartpounded

Musa:Whoareyou?AndwhatmakesyouthinkI'll

trustyouovermywoman.

Voice:I'mLesley.Askheraboutme.Sheknows.

Hehungup

Nene:Whowasit?

Musa:Lesley.

Herheartskippedashelookedatherbrieflypicking

uphernerves

Nene:(Calmly)Ooh.Youworkwithhim?



Musa:No.Apparentlyhe'syourex.Youwentto

CapeTowntogetherlastyear.

Nene:What?Never.Who'sthisLesley?Babeyou

tellingmeyoubelievehim.

Musa:Idon'tknow.ButnowthatIlookatitIthinkI

do.Thosepicturesofyouonfacebookthat

Shamisofoundmakesmeskeptical.Yousaidyou

wentwithKgaogelotoCapeTownbuttherewereno

picturesofher.

Nene:She'snotafanofpictures.Shedidn'twantto

takepicture.

Musa:Don'ttrytomakemeafoolNene.I'mnota

child.Justberealwithmecauseifyoulietome

again,you'llregretit.Kgaogelopostsalotonsocial

media.Alot.ShehadthisYouTubethingwithPaul

beforeitended.She'salwaysinthespotlight.

Nene'sheartpoundedagainstherchestasher

handsstartedshaking.ShelookedathisCalmface

astearsfilledhereyes



Nene:Ididn'tgowithhim.Idon'tknowanyLesley.

Musa:...

Nene:(Crying)Iswear.Idon'tknowanyLesley.He's

lyingtoyou.

Musaslappedherhardonhercheekasshelooked

athimshocked.

Musa:Youlieagain.I'llslapyou.Don'ttestme

Oreneile.Don'ttestme.

Nene:(Crying)I'mnotly-

Heslappedhertwiceasshescreamedloudly

Musa:Lieagain.

Nene:(Crying)Musayouarehurtingme.

Musa:Itlookslikeyoudon'ttakemeseriously.I'll



showyou.

Hedraggedhertotheirroomandlockedit

AtMa'sHouse

ShehadstrappedKeanuonherbackasshecooked.

PaulsteppedinsidewithKesha.

Paul:Mom.

Sheturnedandlookedatthem.

Ma:(Smiled)HeyKesha.

Kesha:(Smiled)HeyMa.

TheyhuggedasPaultookKeanuonMa'sbackand



heldhiminhisarm

Ma:Whendidyougethere?It'sgoodtoseeyou.

Kesha:Icamehereyesterday.It'sgoodtoseeyouto

Ma.

PaulthrewKeanuintheairashelaughedthen

kissedhisstomach

Paul:Helookslikehisfatheriscrazy.

Ma:(laughed)Tellmeaboutit.He'llgrowuptobea

younghandsomeman.

Paul:KGmustbehappy.Seeingacopyofsomeone

youloveonyourchildispriceless.

Ma:Yeah.

Paul:He'snotevenscaredofpeople.

Kesha:Letmeholdhim.



HehandedherKeanuasshekissedhercheeksand

touchedhissmallbraids

Kesha:Hehasnicehair.Ayoungskrrskrrboy.

Ma:Ihatethathair.

Kesha:(laughed)

Paul:Ihavetogotothehospital.I'llseeyouwhenI

comeback.

HekissedKeshathensteppedout

Ma:Sitdownmychild.

ShesatdownandputKeanuonherlap

Ma:Whenareyouhavingyours?

Kesha:ah.



Ma:Ineedagrandchild.Youguysarenotgetting

younger.

Kesha:Yeah.Soon.

Ma:Whenissoon?

Kesha:(laughed)Idon'tknowbutsoon.

Ma:(Smiled)Okay.

TOBECONTINUED......
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OnTheRoad

IslowlymovedmyheadsidetosideasKehlani

nightlikethisplayedontheradio.Keanuwas

seatedonthebackonhisseat.Ihadagoodday

today,theSpatreatmentandeverything.IthinkI

shoulddothismoreoften.Ididn'tthinkIneededit



thismuch.

Inoticedtrafficofficersonthesideoftheroad.One

ofthemstoodinthemiddleoftheroadandstopped

me.Istoppedthecaronthesideoftheroadand

reducedthevolumeashewalkedtowardsmeand

lookedatmeonthewindow.Irolleddownthe

windowandlookedathim

Him:YeboNkosazana.Wamuhle.(Youbeautiful)

Me:Hello.

Him:Howareyou?(lookedatKeanu)Youhavea

beautifulbaby.

Me:Thankyou.

Him:CanIhaveyourlicenseplease?

Me:Alright.

Itookitoutofmybagandhandedittohim



Him:Thankyou.

HelookedattheLicenseastheotherwhiteofficer

walkedtowardsus

Officer2:Letmetalktoyouforasec.

Theysteppedasideandwhisperedtoeachother.

Thewhiteonehadawalkietalkieinhishand.They

lookedatmethencameonmyside

Officer:PleasestepoutofthevehicleMam.

Me:(Frowned)Why?

Whiteofficer:Don'taskusquestions.Justgetoutof

thevehicle.

Iopenedthedoorandgotout.Hesearchedmycar



asthewhiteoneopenedthebooth.

WhiteOfficer:Holyshit.Comeandlookatthis.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Iwalkedtohimandlookedinsidetheboothasmy

eyeswidened

WhiteOfficer:Soyouweregoingtosellthem?

Wheredidyougetthesediamonds?

Me:Theyarenotmine.Someone-

Whiteofficer:You'llanswerallofthequestionsin

prison.Nothere.

Hewalkedtohisvanwhilehespokeonthewalkie

talkie.MyheartpoundedagainstmychestasI

walkedtomycarandtookKeanuoutthencarried

himinmyarms.Hecamebackagainandlookedat

me



Me:Theyarenotmine.Idon'tknowhowtheygot

here.

Whiteofficer:Iwaswonderinghowawomancan

affordAudiRs5.

Me:I'madoctorokayandIcanaffordeverythingI

want.

WhiteOfficer:(laughed)Right?

Iheardpolicesirensandquicklylookedontheroad

aspolicecarsdroveourdirection.Myheartskipped

Me:No..no.Thesearenotmydiamonds.I'mnot

smugglingdiamonds.I'maDoctoryoucan-

HepushedmeoverasIheldKeanutightlybefore

hecouldfall.



Me:You'llmakemedropmybaby.

HepushedmeagainasKeanucriedloudly.Three

Policemenwalkedtowardsus.Oneofthem

grabbedKeanufrommewhiletheotherputmy

handsbehindmybackandhandcuffedme.

Me:Thosearenotmine.Please.

Policeman:YouareunderarrestMamforsmuggling

diamonds.Anythingyousaycanandwillbeused

againstyouinthecourtoflaw.

Me:No.

Hepushedmetothevanandthrewmeinside.

TearsdroppedonmeeyesasIlookedatmybaby

crying

AtNene'sHouse



Nenecriedsilentlyasshelaidonthecoldfloorwith

bloodonherface.Musawasstandingatthecorner

oftheroomstaringather

Musa:Howmanytimesdidyousleepwithhim?

Nene:(Sobbed)Fivetimes.

Musaclenchedhisfistsandjawswhiletryingto

calmhimselfdown.Thethoughtofhimontopof

herinfuriatedhimsomuch.

Musa:Whydidn'tyouwaitformehuh?ItoldyouI'm

goingtochangeourlives.Whywasitsofucking

hardtowaitforme?

Nene:(crying)I'msorry.I'msosorrybaby.

Musa:YoumakemesosickNene.Lookatyou.You

allowedamantofuckyouformoney.Wastraveling

andhavingexpensiveclothessoimportanttoyou

thatyou'ddothistous?



Shecrawledovertohimashestompedonher

handsandwalkedout.Shelaidherheaddownand

screamedwhilecrying

Nene:(Crying)Musa.I'msorrybaby.I'msosorry.

(SPONSOREDBYAMU.THAT1KPICTUREBONUS
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AtThePoliceStation

IsigheddefeatedasIsatdownandfacedTwo

policeofficerswhowereintheroom.



Officer1:Youdon'tneedtobescared.Wewon'tdo

anythingtoyou.Justtellusthetruth.Howdid

thosediamondsendupinyourbooth?Letthisbea

simpleprocess.

Me:(Sighed)Where'smybaby?

Officer2:Yourbabyissafe.

Me:Safewhere?

Officer2:Listenherelady,let'sdothissimplesothat

wecangetdoneandoverwithit.Noneedtostallit.

Doyouevenrealizehowmuchtroubleyouarein?

Me:I..Idon'tknowwherethosediamondscome

from.IsweartoGod.Pleasejustgivememybaby.I

wantmybaby.

Officer1:Yourbabywon'tgetyououtofthisone.Did

yourhusbandandhisbrotherscreateIthembamine

asafront?

Me:No.IthembaIslegal.

Officer1:(Bangedthetable)HenceIsaidtheyare

usingitasafront.



Hegotupandpacedaround

Officer2:Iknowyoumadevows,iknowyouareloyal

toyourhusbandbutdoyouwantyourbabyto

suffer?Youaregoingtojailforalongtimeandhe'll

bealone.He'sveryyoung.Heneedshismother.Is

thatwhatyouwant?Toleavehim?Forhimtogrow

upwithoutyou?Yourhusbandwillprobablymarry

someoneelse,afterallhe'sQhawePhakathwayo.

Hecangeteverywomanhewantswhileyoustayin

prisonandyoursonmotherless.

Me:...

Officer2:Yourbabyishere,crying.Wecalled

everyoneonyourphonebutnoonepickedup.

Includingyourhusband.

Me:(Tearfully)CallMa.She'llcomeandgethim.

Please.

Officer2:Workwithme.Comeon.Tellusthetruth.

Me:(Crying)Idon'tknowhowthosediamondsgotin



mybooth.Idon'tknow.PleasecallMatocomeand

getKeanu.He'sscared.

Officer2:Iguesswe'lldothistomorrow.Youarenot

serious.(Shouted)Mbhele.

APolicemanwhoIguessmustbeMbhelestepped

insideandgrabbedmyarm

Officer2:Takehertoacell.

Me:(Crying)Noplease.

Officer2:Mbhele.

Mbhelegrabbedmyarmtightlyandpushedme

insideacell.

Me:(Crying)Noplease.Please.CallMa.Mbhele

please.



Hejustignoredmeandlockedmeinside.Isank

downonthefloorandcried

MeanwhileLesedisteppedoutofthetaxiand

rushedinsidethePoliceStation.Assoonasshe

steppedinside,HereyesfellofKeanuwhohad

Tearsandmucusrunningonhisfacewhileseated

ontheOfficerlapwholookedlikehedidn'teven

care.SheclenchedherjawsandgrabbedKeanuas

theylookedather

Lesedi:(PatonKeanu'sback)Auntieisherenow

Anu.You'llbefine.

ShelookedattheOfficerandclickedhertongue

Lesedi:Wherearemysister'sthings?

AfemaleOfficerhandedherKgaogelo'sbagasshe



clickedhertongueagain

Lesedi:Ican'tsayI'msuprised.Y'allarelikethis.

CorruptedlikeyourseniorBhekiCele.

Shesteppedoutasherheelsechoed.Theylooked

atherandshooktheirheadswhileotherslaughed

AtSambulo'sHouse

Evaspokewithoneofthebodyguardsashetold

herwhathappened

Eva:(Sighed)Okay,Thankyou.

Henoddedthenwalkedout.Shetookhersmall

phoneanddialedSambulo



Sambulo:Hello?

Eva:Kgaogeloisarrested.

Sambulo:Huh?

Eva:She'sarrestedSambulo.Theyfounddiamonds

inherbooth.Thisisasetup.Someoneputthem

there.

Sambulo:Fuck!Okayokay.I'llseewhatIcando.

Eva:Comehome.

Sambulo:It'lltaketime.

Eva:Why?What'shappening?

Sambulo:Wehaveaproblem.

Eva:godwhatproblemnow?

Sambulo:Thecopsareonourtail.Theyarelooking

forXhanti.Hehadthediamondsandtheysawthem.

Eva:Ohmygod!

Sambulo:Don'tworry.Wemanagedtoditchthem

buttheyarelookingforhim.Theydidn'tseehimbut

there'sasketchgoingaroundofhim.



Eva:Whatsketch?

Sambulo:Asketchthatshowedhisphysique,dress

codeandhisnecktattoo.

Eva:OhmyGodSambulo.

Sambulo:That'snothingbabe.We'llfixthis.Weare

notleavingwithoutfixingthis.I'llcallCindytohelp

Kgaogelo.

Eva:(Tearfully)Okay.

Sambulo:Don'tstresstoomuchokay?.We'llfixthis.

Someoneissettingusupbutwe'llfixthis.

Eva:You'lltellQhawe?

Sambulo:No,notyet.He'llmakeirrationaldecisions.

Youknowhowheis.Especiallywhenitcomesto

her.

Eva:Yeah.Bye.Takecareofyourself.

Sambulo:TakeofyourselfSthandwasam.Iloveyou.

Eva:Iloveyoutoo.Gethomesafe.

Sambulo:Ipromise.



HehungupastearsdroppedonEva'scheeks

AtLesedi'sHouse

ShetuckedKeanutosleepandcoveredhimwith

blanketsashesnoredsoftly.Herphonerangasshe

picked

Lesedi:Hello?

Ma:Lesedi,Where'sKeanu?Ijustsawthenews.

Kgaogeloisarrested.I'mtryingtocallQhawebutit

doesn'tgothrough.It'sbad.

Lesedi:(sighed)Iknow.Keanuiswithme.

Ma:Okay.I'mcomingnowtogethim.Didyou

informhersisterinlaw?

Lesedi:NobutI'msureshemusthaveseenthe

newsbynow.



Ma:Youcan'tsaythat.Whatifshehasnotseen

themyet.Weneedtogetalawyer.

Lesedi:I'llcallZenzeandtellhim.

Ma:Pleasedomygirl.I'llberighttherewith

Kutlwano.He'salsoworried.

Lesedi:OkayMa.

ShehungupthenimmediatelycalledZenze

Zenze:Yeah?

Lesedi:Kgaogeloisarrested.

Zenze:What?

Lesedi:Yeahpleasetryandcallyourbrother.He's

notreachable.

Zenze:Shit!Areyouserious?

Lesedi:DoyouthinkIhavetimetojokewithyou?

Zenze:Whathappened?

Lesedi:Theyfounddiamondsinherbooth.Nowit



lookslikeshe'ssmugglingdiamonds.Can'tyoutell

themthatit'syours.Plusyouguysownamine.

Zenze:Howmanydiamondsweredone?

Lesedi:Alot.

Zenze:Shit!It'simpossible.Letmetellma.

HehungupasLesedisighedandwalkedtothe

kitchen

AtNene'sHouse

Laterthatday,thekidsopenedthedoorandran

inside.

Mosa:(Shouted)Mama.

Ithanawenttoherroomandtookherclothesoff

thenworeadressandpumps.MeanwhileThapelo



switchedtheTVonasMosagrabbedtheremote

andswitcheditoff

Mosa:Goandchangefirst.

Thapelo:Kebatladipopaye.(Iwantcartoons)

Mosa:Goandchangefirst.Mamasaidweshould

changebeforeweeatandwatchcartoons.I'lltell

her.Goandchange.

Thapelo:(Crying)Kebatladipopaye(Iwantcartoons)

Mosa:(wipedhistears)Let'sgoandchangefirst

okay.

Heassuredhimthenheldhishandastheywalked

totheirroomandchanged.Ithanaopenedthe

Microwaveandlookedfortheirfoodbuttherewas

nothing.Theboyswalkedinthekitchenandlooked

ather

Ithana:Shedidn'tcook.



Thapelo:I'mhungry.

Ithana:We'llbuyKota.(Shouted)Mama.

SheheldThapelo'shandandtheywalkedtotheir

parentsbedroom.Sheknockedfirstthenopened

whentheywasnoanswer.Nenewasseatedinfront

ofthemirrorwhilecoveringherfacewithMakeup

Thapelo:MamaI'mhungry.

Nene:(lowerlone)I'msorrybaby.I'llmakeyouguys

sandwiches.

Ithana:BuyusR10kota.

Nene:Alrightnono.

Mosa:Mamayouokay?

Hestoodnexttoherandlookedatheronthemirror

Mosa:Youlooklikeyou'vebeencrying.



Nene:NoI'msickmylove.Ihaveflu.

Ithana:Where'sdaddy?

Nene:Hewenttowork.

Ithana:Ithoughthedidn'tgo.

Nene:Hewenttocheckontheflats.(Sniffled)Take

R50inmywalletandgobuyKota.

Ithana:Okay.

MosalookedatherMotherasNenesmiled

nervouslythentiedherfewmissingbraids

Nene:GoMosa.

Ithana:Mosalet'sgo.Mamacanwealsobuyice

cream?

Nene:WehaveicecreamhereIthana.

Ithana:(laughed)ohIforgot.Let'sgoMosa.

Mosalookedathermotheragainthenwalkedout



withNene.Assoonasshewassurethattheywere

goneshelaidherheadonthedrawerandcriedhard

AtTheHospital

Paulcheckedthepatient'sCTscansandsighed

lookingatthetime.Anotherdoctorwalkedinside

Him:Thesurgeryisstartingintenminutes.

Paul:Where'sKga-doctorPhakathwayo?

Him:She'snothereyet.

Paul:(sighed)Okay.

TheywalkedoutoftheMRI

(Likethatsponsor'spicturesoyoucangetabonus

insert)
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AtNene'sHouse

Intheevening,thekidssatdownonthematwhile

eating.Nenesteppedoutofthebathroomholding

Neoinherarmswithatowelwrappedaroundher.

Shegotinherroomandunwrappedatowelonher

body.NeostooduponthebedandheldNene's

shouldersasshedriedherupthenmoisturizedher.

Neo:Mama.

Nene:Mhm?

Neo:Mama.

Nenesighedasshemadeherwearherpajamas.



ThensheputherdownasShewenttotheother

kids

Nene:(Shouted)GuysIpreparedthetubforyou.

Ithanaisfirst.

All:OkayMama.

Sheclosedthedoorandlookedatherselfinthe

mirror.It'slikeshedidn'trecognizeherselfanymore.

Herfacewasswollen,bruisedandfullofmakeup.

Herhairwasmessy.Someofthebraidswere

missing.Hepulledthemsohardwhenhewas

fuckingher,sohardthatshefeltherownhair

gettingoutofherhead.Sheclosedhereyesasthe

momentshehadwithMusaplayedinhermind.Her

bodystartedshakingassheslowlysatdownonthe

chairandlookedatherselfonthemirror.Thelast

strawwashimstompingonherhands.Shelooked

atherpinkhandsastheyshook.



Herlipstrembledastearsdroppedonhercheeks.

Shequicklytookherphoneanddialedhermother

Auntie:Hello?

Nene:(Crying)

Auntie:Nenekeng?Whyareyoucrying?What

happened?

Nene:(crying)KelapileMama(I'mtired)

Auntie:Olapisetswekeng?(Whatmadeyoutired)

Nene:Badulabampetsa.Kelapile.Whycan'tthey

justlovemewithoutbeatingme?(crying)

Auntie:DidMusabeatyou?YohJeso!Didhebeat

you?I'mcomingthere.Katlakookamoso.

Nene:(Crying)Mama.

Auntie:Katlakoongwanake.I'mcomingmybaby.

Don'tworry.

Nene:(Crying)IthoughtitwasoverwithLoza.My

bodycan'thandleitanymore.Idon'tfeelgood.Why

can'tIjustbelovedwithoutbeingbeaten?



Shebrokedowncryingashermotherspokeonthe

line.Sheputthephoneawayandcriedonher

palmssothatthekidscouldn'thearher.

AtLesedi'sHouse

MastrappedKeanuonherbackandtookherbag

Grandmother:It'sverylaterightnowwhydon'tyou

guyssleepover?

Ma:(Smiled)NoDon'tworry.TheUberisoutside.It'll

dropusstraighthome.

Grandmother:Alright.

Ma:Okayletmeleave.We'llhearthenewstomorrow.

Atleastnowthelawyerisfound.

Grandmother:(Sighed)Yeah.HopeKgaogelowillbe

fine.



Ma:Yeah.Goodnight.

Grandmother:Goodnightsisi.

LesediandKutlwanohugged.

Lesedi:Bye.

Kutlwano:(Sighed)Sharp.

MaandKutlwanosteppedoutasLesediclosedthe

door

AtLethu'sHouse

Thesameevening,Evaknockedonthedooras

Lethuopened

Lethu:Hey,Solate?What'sgoingon?



Eva:CanIgetin?

Lethu:Ofcourse.

SheopenedthedoorasEvasteppedinside

Lethu:Whathappened?

Eva:Kgaogeloisarrested.Ineedyourhelp.

(SPONSOREDBYZENANDE)
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AtLethu'sHouse

Lethu:Whathappened?



Eva:Kgaogeloisarrested.Ineedyourhelp.

Lethu:(eyeswidened)What?Whatdidshedo?

Eva:Theyfounddiamondsinherboothnowitlooks

likeshe'ssmugglingdiamonds.

Lethu:Ohmygod!Whodidit?

Eva:Idon'tknow.IwishIknew.Butthat'snot

importantrightnow.Kgaogelomightgotojailfor

thelongesttime.

Lethu:Jesus!

Eva:That'swhenyoucomein.

Lethu:Okay.WhatdoIneedtodo?

Eva:Stealtheevidence.Youhavemoreaccessto

gettoitanddestroyit.it'llbeaneasyprocess.

Please.

Lethu:AhEva.

ShesatdownonthechairasEvapulledachairand

satacrossher



Eva:Iknowyoudoeverythingbythebookbutwe

arefamily.Westickbyeachother.

Lethu:That'stoodangerous.Ican'tdothat.

Eva:Lethuplease.Won'tyoudothisonceforthis

family?Weareallthatwehaveinthisworld.

Kgaogeloneedsyou,sheneedsus.

Lethu:...

Eva:Keanucan'tgrowupwithouthismother.Qhawe

won'tsurvivewithoutKgaogelo.Wemightlosethe

mine.Everythingisatstakehere.Tomorrowthis

willblowupsoquickly.Please.

Lethu:Ican'tEva.I'veworkedsohardtobeinthis

position.I-

Eva:IknowIknowandI'llmakesurethattheywon't

findoutisyou.Youwon'tloseyourjob.Please

Lethu.

Lethu:IwantKGoutbutIcan't.It'sriskyandagainst

myprinciples.



Evasigheddefeatedthenstoodup

Eva:(sighed)Alright.Goodnight.

Shesteppedout.Lethusighedasshestoodupand

lockedthedoor.

AtNene'sHouse

Inthemorningthekidsbidtheirmothergoodbyeas

theywalkedhandtohandtoschoolwithShamiso

andherdaughter.Nenesteppedinsidethehouse

andwalkedtoherroom.Neowasstillsleeping.She

satacrossthemirrorandpulledsomeofthe

remainingbraidsout.AfewminuteslaterMusa

steppedinsidethebedroom.Nene'sheartskipped

ashelookedathim.Shelookedathiminthemirror

ashegrabbedhisToiletrybagandwenttothe

bathroomwithoutevenlookingather.Herheart

poundedagainstherchestthenshequicklygotup.



Shedidn'tknowthisnewMusaandhefreakedher

out.Shequicklypickedupsomeclothesforhim

andsatdownonthebedwaitingforhimtofinishso

thattheycouldtalk.Shewasn'tsureifthat'swhat

shewantedbutshejustdiditanyway.Hopefullyhe

won'thitheragain.

AfterafewminutesMusasteppedinsidetheroom

withatowelwrappedaroundhistorso.Helookedat

theclothesonthebedthenpausedforafew

secondsbeforehewenttotheirclosetandpicked

clothesforhimself.Nenestoodupandlookedat

him.

Nene:I..I'llmakebreakfastforyou.

Hekeptquietandcontinueddressingup.Tears

filledNene'seyesasshelookedathimthenlimped

tothekitchen.Shedishedupforhimandputthem

onthetable.AfewminuteslaterMusasteppedin

thekitchensmellingfresh,dressedsmartlyand



openedthecabinetandtookacerealout.

Nene:(Sighed)Imadebreakfastforyou.

Heignoredherandcontinuedmakingacereal

Nene:(Sighed)OkayImadeamistake.I'msorry.

FromthebottomofmyheartMusa.I'msorry,I'mso

sosorryforcheating.Iwasstupidandnaive.I

wantedtosecurethebagandgivemychildrena

betterfuture.IrealizethatIwentitthewrongway

andI'msorry.Ishouldn'thavedonethat.Youdon't

deservemeandyoudon'tdeservewhatIdidtoyou.

SoI'mleaving.I'mtakingmykidsandleaving.

Musastoppedeatingandlookedather

Nene:(Sniffled)Whentheycomebackfrom

school,weareleaving.Idon'twantustobea



burdenanymore.

Musa:Nowyouactinglikeavictim?Cheatingonme

thenthreateningtoleaveme?Howconnivingofyou.

Nene:I'mnotactinglikeaVictim.Ijust-

Musa:Youareactinglikeavictim.Youcheatedon

me,nottheotherwayaround.Ishouldbetheone

angry,packingandleaving.Butyou,Miss.You

couldn'tmissthatchance.

Nene:...

Musa:YouletamanfuckyouforaCapeTown

trip,don'ttellmeaboutsecuringthebagforyour

kids.Whatdidthatmangiveyou?Moneyfor

weaves,clothesandshoes?Onlythat.Notaplotor

abusiness.Don'ttellmethatshit.Yourproblemis

youdon'twanttobeaccountableandisannoying.

Nene:...

Musa:IlovedyouNene,Idideverythingtoyou.Ibuilt

thoseflatsforyou.Whycouldn'tyouwait?

Nene:...

Musa:Ormaybeyoudidn'tloveme?Iforcedthings.



Youneverlovedme.

Nene:I..Ilovedyou.

Musa:Stoplying.Youonlystartedlovingmenow

causeI'mgettingmoney.Youwereashamedof

goingoutwithmeinpublic,rememberhowyou

changedmywardrobeandwantedmetolooklike

yourLesley.

Nene:IwantedyoutolookbetterMusa.

Musa:YouwantedmetolooklikeyourLesley.

LeaveNene,leaveifyouwantto.Iwon'tstopyou.If

Iknewthingswouldturnoutlikethisoneday,I

wouldn'thaveletthekidscomehereandgetused

tothisonebigfamily.Nowthey'llbeheartbroken

becauseofyourwhoringways.

Hegotupandstormedout.Nenesatonthechair

astearsdroppeddownonhercheeks

AtThePoliceStation



Thesamemorning,IwaswokenupbyMbhele.He

justopenedthecell,grabbedmyarmandtookmeto

theinterrogationroom.Thiswasdrainingme

honestly,Ialsohadahorriblenight.Icouldn'tsleep

thinkingaboutmybaby.Ihopemynamegets

clearedandI'moutofheresoon.I'mtired,I'm

drained.

IsteppedinsideasIlockedeyeswithadifferent

officer.

Officer:MrsPhakathwayo.

Ilookedattheladybesideshim.ItwasCindy,The

familylawyer.Isighedrelievedthensatdown.

Cindy:CanIhavemomentwithmyclientplease?

Theofficergotupstillwithhisgluedonmethen



walkedout.IimmediatelylookedatCindy

Me:How'sKeanu?Isheokay?

Cindy:He'swithyourmother.

Me:(sighedrelieved)Thankgod!Iwassoworried.

Cindy:Weneedtotalk.

Me:Iknow.ButWhere'sChawe?Ineedhim.

Cindy:(Sighed)He'snothere.

Me:Whereishe?Whocalledyouhere?

Cindy:There'snotimeforthosequestions

unfortunately.Let'sjustdothisnow.Thisdoesn't

lookgoodonyou.
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AtThePoliceStation

Cindyhandedmeapieandabottleofgrapetizer

Me:(Sighed)Thankyou.

Cindy:I'vemanagedtoapplybailforyouand

hopefullyit'llbegrantedorapprovedrather.Iwant

youtotellmeaboutwhathappenedthatday.

Me:Inthemorning,ItookKeanutomymother.Then

wenttoSpaandspenttherestofthedaythere.

That'sall.

Cindy:(Nodded)Youwereusingyourcar?

Me:Yes.

Cindy:Didyouopenyourbootbyanychance?

Me:(Sighed)No.

Cindy:Okay,I'llchecktheCCTVfootageatthatSPA

andalsogettheoneatyourhouse.Wemightbe

abletoprovethatyouhadnothingtodowiththose

diamondsandevengetthemastermindbehindthis.



Me:(nodded)

Cindy:Don'tsayanythingwithoutmepresent.Even

iftheycorneryou.Don'tsayanythingthatwill

incriminateyou.

Me:Okay.

Cindy:Ihaveagoodfeelingaboutthebail.The

magistratemightapproveitcauseItoldherabout

Keanuandalsoabouthowtheytreatedyouhere

whenyoufirstcame.Soyoumightgetoutbefore

thetrial.

Me:Atrial?

Cindy:Iknow.Hopefullywe'llfindtheevidence

beforeitstarts.Nextweekwegoingtocourtfor

yourpleaandtoknowwhentheTrialwillstart.

Me:(Tearfully)DoyouthinkI'llgotojail?Ididn't

thinkthiswassoserious.

Cindy:Don'tworry.I'lltrymybesttoprovethatthose

aren'tyourdiamonds.I'llgoallout.

Me:OkayThankyou.

Cindy:Eatbeforeyougo.



Inoddedthentookabiteonapieandopenedthe

grapetizerandsippedalittle

AtSambuloandEva'sHouse

ThesamedayEvaspokewithhercolleagueonthe

phoneasshemadeherselfacoffee

Eva:Iwon'tbeabletocometoday.Alotisgoingon

and-

Voice:Isawthenews.I'msorry.Hopefullyshe'llget

out.

Eva:Shewill.GoandcheckonNhlanhla'sfamily.

LasttimeIwentthereItwasadisaster.

Voice:Wemightaswellfindhimahome.

Eva:Yeahsharp.

Voice:Bye.



Shehungupandtookhercoffeeasshewenttothe

lounge.Shesatdownonthecouchanddialed

Sambulo

Eva:Hey.

Sambulo:Hey.

Eva:IspoketoLethuandsherefused.

Sambulo:(Sighed)Don'tworry.Weareworkingonit.

Eva:YoutoldQhawe?

Sambulo:(Sighed)Yeah.

Eva:And?

Sambulo:I'lltellyouallaboutit.Ican'ttalkrightnow.

Wearecoming.

Eva:Okay.Iloveyou.

Sambulo:Iloveyoutoo.

Shehungupthencalledsomeone



Voice:Hello?

Eva:Hey.It'sEvaPhakathwayo.

Voice:Yeah?

Eva:Ineedyoutodosomethingforme.

Voice:I'mlistening.

AtNene'sHouse

Laterthatdayshefinishedpackingthekidsclothes

andputthebagsonthecorneroftheroom.The

maindooropenedasthekidsraninside.She

sighedlookingatherselfonthemirrorandlimped

towheretheywere

Nene:Heybabies.

TheylookedatherasThapelorantoherand



huggedherlegs

Nene:Heybaby.Howwasschool?

Thapelo:Good.

Ithana:Where'sNeo?

Nene:Sleeping.Goandchangefast.Weleaving.

All:Where?

ShelookedatIthanaastearsfilledhereyes.She

hasgottensoclosetoher.Shewouldtakeherwith

herbutMusawillneveragree

Nene:Home.

Mosa:(Frowned)NoMama.

Ithana:WhatdoyoumeanMama?Homewhere?

Isn'therehome?

Nene:Goandchangefirst.I'lltellyou.



Thekidslookedateachotherworriedandranto

theirroomastheychangedthenwalkedbackto

theirmother.Theytooktheirfoodfromthekitchen

andsatdownontheMat.Mosalookedather

motherashisheartpoundedagainsthischest.A

fewminuteslatertheytooktheirplatesandwentto

puttheminthesinkthenwashedtheirhands.Then

walkedbacktotheirmotherandlookedather

Nene:Uhm,Mosayouknowwhereweusedtolive

right?

Mosa:...

Nene:Wegoingthereagain.

Ithana:Mamawhy?Yougoingwithmetoo?

Mosa:Idon'twanttogothere.Kokohitmewithher

sandal.

Ithana:WhyarewegoingthereMama?

Nene:(Sniffled)It'sourhomethere.



ThedooropenedandMusasteppedinside.The

kidsrantohimashelockedeyeswithNene

Ithana:DaddyMamawantsustoleave.Yougoing

withustoo?

Mosa:PapaIdon'twanttogothereagain.Kokobeat

mewithhersandal.

MusalookedatNenethenclenchedhisjaws

Musa:Goandplayoutside.Youarenotleaving.You

areonlyvisitingyourgrandmotherjustforthe

weekend.

Mosa:(Sadly)Idon'twantto.

Musa:Okaymyboy.Youwon'tgothere.Goandplay

outside.

TheyranoutsideasThapelofollowedthem.



Musa:ReallyNene?

Nene:ItoldyouthatI'mleavingwiththekids.

Musa:Ican'tbelieveyoudoingthisafterruiningour

relationship.Canyouthinkaboutyourkidsforonce?

Theydon'twanttogo.

Nene:ButIwanttogo.I'msorryforcheatingandI

shouldn'thavedonethatbutIwon'tstandabuse

(Crying)Myexusedtobeatmealot,Itoldyouabout

it.Ishowedyoumyscars.Iusedtobesoscaredof

him.Soscared.MybodyliterallyshookwhenIsaw

him.That'swhat'shappeningwhenyouarehere

withmenow.I'mfreakedout.I'mscaredofyou.I

don'twanttolivelikethat.IknowIcheatedbutI

don'tdeservetobetreatedlikethat.Irathergoback

tothoserags.AtleastIknowmymomisthereand

she'llprotectme.YouhurtmeMusa,youliterally

fuckedmesoroughly.SoroughlythatIcan'tfeel

myvagina.IbetIhaveacut.Youkickedmesohard.

Ican'tevenstand.Lookatmyface.Lookatit.



Shecriedloudlyasshelimpedtotheirroom.Musa

lookedatherashisthroatdriedupandhischest

tightened.

THREEDAYSLATER

AtThePoliceStation

TheyopenedtheCellandorderedmetogooutasI

weaklysteppedoutandheadedtothereceptionist

area.CindyheldmyhandassoonasIgotthereand

ledmetothecar.Iclimbedinsideandclosedmy

eyesasIlaidmyheadbackontheseat.Shegotin

hersideanddroveoff

Cindy:Yougood?

Ikeptquietandlookedoutsidethewindowastears

felldownonmycheeks
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AtMyHouse

Aswedroveclosertothehouse,IcouldseeMedia

outsidethegate.Theguardspushedthemoffaswe

droveinside.

Cindy:Gladlytheyweren'tatthePoliceStation.

ShestoppedthecarasIsteppedoutandwalked

insidethehouse.Ijustwanttoseemybabyright

nowandnooneelse.IfoundMa,Eva,Lesediand

Neneseatedinthelounge.



Me:(LowerTone)Dumelang.

ItookKeanuonLesedi'sarmsandheldhimcloser

tomychest

Me:Mybaby.

Ikissedhischeeksandheldhimmorecloser

Ma:Goandfreshenup.Imadeyoufood.You'lleat

whenyouaredone.

Me:ThankyouMabutIjustneedtobealonewith

Keanu.

Theylookedateachotherthenbackatme

Me:Please.

Ma:Okaymybaby.



Lesedi:I'llcomeandseeyoutomorrow.

Shegotupandcameasshehuggedme

Me:Okay.

Eva:(Huggedme)Bye.Takecare.

Me:..

ShelookedatmethenstoodnexttoLesediasMa

huggedmetightly

Ma:Yougoingtobeokay.Bye.

Nene:(huggedme)Iloveyou.

ShesmiledatmethentheywalkedoutasIstepped

onthestairsandwenttomybedroom.Ihugged

Keanutightlyagainandputhimontopofthebed.

Helookedcleanandsmelledgood



Me:HeyAnu.HeymyBaby.

Hesmiledshowinghisblackgums

Me:Youaregrowinguphuh?Mommymissedyou

boyboy.Mommymissedyou.

Ikissedhissmalllips.Igavehimhiscartoyashe

putitinhismouthandputitinsidehismouth.I

snatcheditawaythenhecried

Me:NoAnu.

Igavehimasofttoyashestartedchewingit.He's

teething.

Tearsfilledmyeyes.Iwon'tbeherenextyearwhen



he'llstarttalkingOrworsewhenhegoestoschool

forthefirsttime.Mylipstrembledastearsdropped

downonmycheeks

AtSowetoOrlando

LaterthatdayNenesteppedinsidetheyardasthe

raincloudsrumbledandpeoplestartedrunningto

theirhouses.Shethrewherselfinsidethehouse

andlockedit.Therainstartedpouringasshe

lookedattheemptyroomandsighed.Itwasvery

smallandquiet.Butitwasbetterthanbeing

homeless.Shesatdownontheplasticchairand

checkedhersocials.Kgaogelowasstilltrending.

Sheloggedoffandwenttohercontactsasshe

staredatMusa'snumbers.Shereallylostagood

maninhim.Helovedherandtookcareofherkids.

Helovedandtreatedthemlikehisown.Babydaddy

didn'tevenwanthertotakethekidssothatthey

canstaywithhim.Shesmiledasshecurledher

weave.YahnehMusa.It'sapitythingsended



betweenthem.Butshecouldn'tputupwithanother

abuse.Shecheatedyesbutshedidn'tdeservetobe

beatenlikethat.Amanneverraisehishandona

womannomatterwhat.Buthe'sagoodman

though.Hopefullyhe'llfindsomeonewho'lltreat

himbetterthanshetreatedhim

AtMyHouse

IcoveredKeanuwithablanketandkissedhis

forehead.Igotupandlookedoutsidethebig

bedroomwindow.Itwasrainingheavily.Alotof

memoriesplayedinmymind.Iclosedmyeyesand

sighed.IwanttosleepbutIcan'tgetanysleep.I

lookedoutsidethewindowuntilIwastiredof

standingandwenttolaydownonbedthen

eventuallyfellasleep.

....

Inmidnight,Qhawethrewthestudofhiscigarette



outsideintherainandhurriedinsidethehousewith

hisshoesleavingahugemarkofwetsoilonthe

floor.Heclimbedonthestairsandwenttothe

bedroom.Heslowlyopenedthedoorandpeaked

inside.HelookedatKgaogelosleepingpeacefully

nexttoKeanu.Apainfullumpstuckonhisthroatas

hegotclosertothebedandlookedatthem.Fora

fewminuteshejuststaredatthemwithoutsaying

anything.

MeanwhileItossedandturnedontheotherside

andfeltsomeone'sshadowhoveringme.Myheart

skippedabitasIclosedmyeyestightlywaitingto

seewhattheintruderwilldo.Ifelthandsonmy

thighsasIscreamedwakingKeanuup

Voice:Heyit'sme.

Ilookedathiminthedarkasheleanedoverand

huggedmetightly.Hedidn'tsmelllikeheusually

does.Hedidn'tshower



HelookedatKeanuandsoftlypattedonhisbackas

heslowlydriftedtosleep.Thenhelookedatmeand

satonthebed

Qhawe:Hey.

Me:..

Qhawe:Youwon'tbegoingtojail.Ipromiseyou.I'm

sorryIwasn'tthere.

Tearsfilledmyeyesasmythroatdriedup

Qhawe:Youwon'tgotojail,Ipromiseyou.

Hepulledmeclosertohimandhuggedmetightly.

MytearsfellonthejackethewaswearingasI

Sniffled.Hehuggedmeforafull10minutesthenI

pushedhimback



Me:Ican'tbreathe.

Qhawe:Sorry.

Hecuppedmyfaceonhispalmsandkissedme

Qhawe:Sleep.

Me:..

Qhawe:Let'ssleep.

Me:Idon'twantyouhere.Goandsleepsomewhere.

Nothere.

Qhawe:Rachel.

Me:NoChawe.Go.

HestaredatmeinthedarkasIlaidnexttoKeanu

andpulledhimclosertome.Idon'tknowifhe's

shockedorwhatcausehe'sliterallyfreezinginfront

ofme



Me:Chaweetswamokamorengkebatlagorobala

tlhebathong.

Hefinallygotupandwalkedout.LastthingIneed

ishimhere.Hewasn'therewhenIwasinthatcold

cell,whyisheherenow?Useless.

AtLethu'sHouse

Intheearlyhoursofthemorning,Lethuturnedon

theothersideofthebedandopenedhereyesashe

lockedeyeswithXhanti.Herheartskippedabitas

shesatuprightandlookedathim

Lethu:Hey.

Xhanti:Hey.



Shelookedathismusclesandnewtattooonhis

arm.Helookedmorefiner.Shecrawledonthebed

andgotupastheyhugged

Lethu:Youback?

Xhanti:Yeah.

Hekissedhersoftlyandgropedherassasshe

moanedinhismouth

Lethu:Imissedyou.

Xhanti:Imissedyoutoo.

Helaidheronthebedandkissedherslowlythen

wentdownonherneckasshemoaned.Hetookhis

T-shirtoffandflickedheroverashetookherthong

andnightdressoff.Lethulookedathimwiththe

cornerofhereyeashequicklytookhisJeansoff

andrubbedhisboneronherass.Sheliftedhisass



uptocreatespaceforhimastheykissed.Xhanti

rubbedhisblackanacondaonherclitbeforeheslid

itinside

Lethu:Mhmm.

Hestartedgivingherslowandhardstrokesas

Lethubrokethekissandmoanedbuthecuppedher

faceandkissedher.Hisotherhandholdingher

waistashefuckedherslowandhardfrombehind

Lethu:ohmygodXhanti.Ahh.

Itwaspainfullygood.Shefeltitdeepinherpussy.

Herbloodrushedquicklyasshebrokethekissand

moanedloudly.Xhantibreathedonherneckasher

eyesrolledback

Lethu:uhhhhh.



Hegrabbedherfaceastheylockedeyesandkissed

softly.

....

Herpussymusclestightenedassheconvulsedon

hisdick.Hismindwentcrazythenhefuckedher

uncontrollably.Lethupinnedherfaceonthepillow

andscreamedonitashefuckedherhard.

Xhanti:Ohfuck!

Theirbodiesclappedthenhegruntedasshe

gushedonhimagain.Hegruntedandfilledherup.

Lethu'sbodyshookasshelaidonhersideandtried

tocatchherbreath

Xhanti:GoodmorningSthandwaSam.

Lethu:(blushed)GoodMorning.



Helaidnexttoherandpulledhercloserashisdick

touchedherass

Xhanti:Sleep,we'lltalkwhenyouwakeup.

Sheclosedhereyesassleeptookover.

AtMyHouse

Thesamemorning,Iputonmyrobeandslippers.I

lookedonthebed,Keanuwasstillsleeping.I

steppedoutandwentdownstairs.Qhawewas

sittingonthelounge.Therewasanemptybottleof

scotchandcigarettesontopofthetable.Hewas

sleepinguncomfortablyonthecouch.Isighedthen

pathimonhisshoulder.Heimmediatelywoke

up,he'snotaheavysleeper.



Me:Goandsleepintheroom.

Qhawe:(DeepVoice)Babe.

Me:Go.

Qhawe:I'msorrymylove.Pleasedon'tdothistome.

I'dbearanythinginthisworldbutnotyourcoldness.

Iwantyoutotalktome.

Me:Whatdoyouwanttotalkabouthuh?Youjust

wanttosaysorrylikealwaysandexpecteverything

tobealright.IspentthreedaysinjailChawe.Three

days.Mybabyneededme.Iwascold,lonelyand

hungry.Ineededyou.

Qhawe:IknowandngiyaxolisaSthandwaSam.

Me:Noyounotsorry.Idon'tevenknowwhyweare

marriedhonestly.Idon'tknowwhywedoingthis.

I'mtired,sotired.Ihavetospendweeksaloneinthe

housewhileyouaregone.Youdon'teven

communicate.Youdon'tcareaboutKeanu,youdon't

careaboutme.Youareabadfatherandabad

husband,period.IswearifIgotojail,I'lldivorceyou.



Hewidenedhiseyes

Me:It'sallyourfaultthatithappenedinthe

beginning.Iwon'tlosemymedicallicenseandthe

chancetoraisemysonbecauseofyou.Your

enemiesdidthistomeandyou'llpayforyou.Ilove

yousomuchandyouknowittoo,henceit'ssoeasy

foryoutotreatmelikedirt.IfIgotoJailChawe

Phakathwayo,I'lldivorceyou.

Ilookedathimoncethenwalkedbackupstairs.I

meanteverythingIsaid

TOBECONTINUED....
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THREEWEEKSLATER



AtCourt

IlookedoutsidethewindowasPaulparkedthecar.

MyeyesmovedaroundasIlookedatthe

media,camerasandeverything.Mycasehas

becomeaverybigthing.Itattractedalotof

attention.I'veneverimaginedthatI'llbeinthis

situationoneday,Ifeelnumb.

Paulcameonmysideandopenedthedoorforme.

Iheldhishandandsteppedout.Thereporters

headedtome

Paul:Moveoutoftheway.

Reporter1:HowyoufeelingnowMrsPhakathwayo?

Whyaren'tyouwithyourhusbandrightnow?Didhe

leaveyoutodealwiththismessalone?

ThepolicemenmovedthemoutofthewayasPaul

heldmyhand.Wegotinsideandsettleddown.



Paul:Youokay?

Me:(Nodded)

MaheldmyotherhandasItiltedmyheaddown.A

fewminuteslaterIheardcommotionasIturned

andlockedeyeswithQhawe.Hewaswith

Xhanti,Sambulo,Zenze,AyandaandEva.Ilookedat

himonceandfacedthefront.Thetrialstartedas

theprosecutorgotup

Prosecutor:Yourhonournewevidencehasbeen

discoveredandithasledustobelievethathe

accusedisinnocent.ThereisaCCTVfootagethat

recordedpartoftheincidentwheretheother

man,whogoesbythenameofPeterputtingthose

diamondsintheaccused'sbootandlaterthe

accusedisseengettinginhercaranddrivingoff

withoutcheckingherboot.Theaccusedistherefore

innocentandwe'dliketodropthechargesagainst

her.



MyheartpoundedagainstmychestasIlookedat

Cindy.Shenoddedthensmiledatme.TheCCTV

footagewasplayedandthejudgespokebutthe

onlythinkIcouldhearwas

Judge:Theaccusedhasbeenacquitted.

MaImmediatelyhuggedmetightly

Ma:Itoldyouthateverythingwillbefine.Youjust

hadtobelieveinGod.Heneverdisappoints.

Me:(Tearfully)I'mnotgoingtojail.

Ma:Youarenotgoingtojail.

WegotupasIhuggedPaultightly

Paul:YouarenowafreebirdDoctorSurgeon.



Me:(laughedtearfully)Iam.

QhaweandhisfamilywalkedtousasIlookedaway

Eva:Itshouldn'thavecamethisfar.ButI'mhappy

thatyouareout.

ShehuggedmeasIjuststoodthere

Me:ThankyouforappointingCindyforthisjob.

Eva:urghcomeon.She'safamilylawyerandyou

arefamily.

Me:Okay.

LesediandNenewalkedovertousastheyboth

huggedme

Lesedi:I'msohappy.



Nene:Iwasworried.

Me:It'sallovernow.

Lesedi:Yeah.

Me:Paullet'sgo.

HenoddedaswetriedpassingthenbutQhawe

stoodonourway.HeremovedmyhandfromPaul

andlookedathim

Qhawe:Don'ttouchmywifelikethatagain.

Pauljuststaredathimthenlookedatme

Paul:Shouldwego?

Qhawe:Younotgoinganywherewithmywife.This

shouldbethelasttimeyoutouchherlikethat.

Ma:(sighed)Paullet'sgo.Kgaogeloyou'llfindusat

home.



Theywalkedout.SambuloandXhantilookedat

eachotherasXhantipatonQhawe'sshoulder

beforetheywalkedaway.Ipulledmyhandfrom

Qhaweandmovedbackalittle

Qhawe:Idon'twantthisguytouchingyoulikethis.

Me:He'snotjustsomeguy,he'smybrother.

Qhawe:Kutlwanoisyourbrotherandnothim.

Me:(sighed)WhatdoyouwantChawe?

Qhawe:Iwantyoutocomebackhome.Thisisall

overnowandI'msorryforputtingyouthroughthis.

Itshouldn'thavecamethisfar.

Me:..

Qhawe:IknowImessedupbigtimebutI'mfixing

everythingnow.IwantyouhomeMama.Iwantyou

withme,ourbaby.

Me:Ineedspace.Idon'twanttobewithyou

anytimesoon.You'vehurtmealotChawe.



Qhawe:IknowandI'msorry.

Me:(sighed)Ijustneedspacecanyougivemethat?

Ifeelsonumbrightnow.

Helookedatmeforafewsecondsthenpinchedthe

bridgeofhisnose

Qhawe:(lowertone)Okay.

Me:Thankyou.

Itriedpassingbuthestoodonmywayagain

Me:Chawe.

Heheldmyhandandpulledmeclosertohim.

Qhawe:Iloveyou.



Iswallowedthennoddedslowly

Me:Same.

Ipulledmyhandfromhimandwalkedout

AtMa'sHouse

Theysteppedoutofthecarandwalkedinsidethe

house.KeshawasplayingwithKeanuandbusy

cookingontheside

Kesha:Hey,youlookdefeatedasifitwasworse.She

hasbeenacquitted.

Ma:(Sighed)Yeah.CanIhavewater?

KeshalookedatPaulthenopenedthefridgeand



tookabottleofwaterout.Shepouredthewater

insideaglassandhandedittoMa

Ma:Thankyou.

Paul:I'mstarvinghowfarareyouwithcooking?

Kesha:Itshouldbereadybynow.Letmedishup.

MinuteslaterIsteppedoutofQhawe'scarashegot

outtooandwebothheadedinsidethehouse.

Keanuwascrawlingonthefloorwhenwegotin.I

pickedhimupandwipedhismouth

Me:Heybaby.Daddy'shere.

HeraisedhisarmstoQhaweasheheldhiminhis

arms

Qhawe:Heyboyboy.HeyChamp.



Hesteppedoutwithhimwhilethrowinghimalittle

intheairandheldhimagain

Me:HeyKesha.Ihopehedidn'tgiveyouproblems.

Kesha:(laughed)Nonotatall.Yourboyisa

sweetheart.Hejustlikesfoodandplaying.

Me:(laughed)Playingishisthing.

Kesha:(laughed)Forreal.

IlookedatPaulandsighed.Ididn'tknowwhatto

say.

Me:Where'sKutlwano?

Kesha:Hewenttovisitafriend.

Me:Alright.

Ma:Kgaogelolet'sgomyroom.Iwantustotalk.



ShegotupasKeshalookedatme.Ifollowedherto

herroomaswegotinsideandclosedthedoor.We

satonthebedandfacedeachother

Ma:Didyouguysfixthings?

Me:Notreally.Wejustspoke.

Ma:Spokeaboutwhat?

Me:HewantsmebackhomebutIdon'twantto.

Atleastnotnow.

Ma:andwhyisthat?

Me:I'mstillangrythatheletmegothroughallof

that.He'snevertherewhenIneedhim.Ialmostlost

mymedicallicense,mywholedream.Andachance

ofraisingmyson.

Ma:Youdidn'tloseallofthatright?

Me:..

Ma:Iagreehewasn'ttherewhenyouwerein

custodybutatleasthemanagedtogethislawyerto

helpyouandmadesureyouweren'tjailed.He's



yourhusband.Forgivehim.YesIknowitisalso

importantforyoutoalsomakemovesthatprevent

youfrombeingarepeatvictim.Youcanforgivehim

butredefinethings.Thatisimportant.Didyousee

hiscondition?He'samess.Helearnthislesson.If

hereallylovesyouhewillnotrepeatwhathedid.If

hedoes,thenhe'snotamantodealwith.Idon't

wantyoutoregretlaterifyoumakedecisionslike

this.

AtMusa'sHouse

LaterthatdayNeneknockedonthedoorasMusa

opened

Nene:Hi.

Musa:Hey,comein.

Nene:Thanks.



Shesteppedinsideasthekidsrantoher

Nene:(Smiled)Heymybabies.

Shelookedatthemthensmiled

Nene:Iseeyouguysareready.

All:Yes.

Nene:(laughed)Let'sgothen.

ShegotNeofromMusaandputheronherwaist

Nene:(ToMusa)Weleaving.

Musa:Okay,havefun.Isawthenews.Kgaogelohas

beenacquitted.

Nene:Yeah.

Musa:That'sgoodnews.



Nene:Yeah,Sharp.

ShewalkedoutwiththekidsfollowingasMusa

swallowedandshovedhishandsinhispocket

staringatthem

AtThePoliceStation

Lethusatonherchairandtooksomepapersoutas

DetectiveTauwalkedin

Tau:(laughed)Theygotawayagain.

Lethu:..

Tau:IswearIhadtheminthis.Ihadthem.

Lethu:...

Tau:OnedayI'mgoingtoprovethatthebloody

Ithembaisjustafront.

Lethu:(sighed)CanIpleaseworkinpeace?Ihavea



lotofcasestolookat.

Tau:Whyisthisnotbotheringyou?

Lethu:BecauseI'mnotobsessedwithSendingThe

Phakathwayo'stojailbecauseIbelievetheyare

smugglingdiamonds.

Detectivelookedatheroncethenwalkedout.Lethu

sighedandlookedatherphone.Xhantihasn'tbeen

callingherforawhilenow.Whatifhedoesn'twant

heranymore?Shebitherlowerlipandputthe

phonedown

AtMyHouse

QhaweoffloadedmybagsinthebootasIput

Keanuonmywaistandsteppedinsidethehouse.

Thehouselookedverycleanandsmelledgood.He

steppedinsidewithmybags



Me:Thehouselooksclean.

Qhawe:Ihadsomeonetocomeandcleanit.

Me:Ihopenothinghasbeenswitchedorchanged.

Qhawe:Everything'sstillthesame.

Me:Good.

IputKeanudownandopenedthefridge

Qhawe:Rachel.

Me:Mhmm.

Qhawe:Nexttimewhenyouleave,don'tcomeback.

Iclosedthefridgeandlookedathim

Qhawe:Iwon'tberunningafteryoueverytime.If

there'saprobleminthehouse,westayandfixit

together.Wearebothadults.Wearemarried.



Hetookmybagsandwalkedout

TOBECONTINUED.....
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AtOrangeFarm

LaterthatdayQhaweparkedhiscaroutsidethe

yardandpuffedthecigaretteforthelasttime

beforehethrewitoutsidethewindow.Helooked

aroundfirstandsteppedoutoftheyard.Meanwhile

aladysteppedoutoftheRDPwithababyeating

appleonherback.Shelookedatthetallhandsome

manheadinginsidetheyard.Hewaswearinga

blackShirtwithsomeblackjeansandblackboots.

Theshirtfittedhimsowellthatshecould

literallyseehisstrongarmsfromtheoutside.Her



heartpoundedwhenhegotcloser.Theneighbors

peakedontheirwindowsandthepeoplewalkingon

thestreetsstaredatthem.Hestoodinfrontofher

ashismanlycologneevokedhernostrils

Qhawe:Sawubona.

Her:Yebo.

Qhawe:Unjani?

Her:Ngiyaphilaunjani.?CanIhelpyou?

Qhawe:Petersentmehere.He'syourboyfriendright?

Her:(Frowned)Yebo.

Qhawe:He'sinpolicecustodyandsoonhe'llgoto

jail.

Her:What?

Qhawe:PeterdidmeahugefavorandI'llforeverbe

gratefultohim.Wemadeadealandfromnowon,I'll

betakingcareofyou.

Her:What?Whatkindofdeal?Hecan'tgotojail.

Whatdidhedo?Whatfavourdidhemakewithyou?



Qhawelookedathergettingworkedupashe

sighedthenscratchedhishead.Washeeven

supposedtosayitlikethis?DamnitQhawe

Her:(tearfully)Whatdidyoumakehimdo?

Qhawe:Ican'ttellyouthatbutfromtodayonwards

youdon'thavetoworryaboutanything.I'llbehere

foryou.

Her:(crying)Pleasetakemetohim.Nohecan'tgoto

jail.Hecan'tleaveme.

Qhawehandedheraletterasshelookedatitwith

tearsfallingonhercheeks.Shewipedhertearsand

readit

Her:(crying)Peterno.

QhawequicklysteppedinsidetheRDPandgrabbed



achair.Heputitbehindherandmadehersitonit

whilehesquattedinfrontofher

Qhawe:I'mreallysorry.

Her:(Sniffled)

Hetouchedherhandsasshequicklylookedathim

Qhawe:Hediditforyouguys.

Her:..

Qhawe:Fromtodayonwardsyouaremy

responsibility.Callmeifyouneedanything.

Hehandedherablackcard

Qhawe:Fornowusethis.Buyanythingyouwant.

Her:...



Hegotupandlookedatthechildonherback

Qhawe:Bye.

Helookedathertearyeyesthenwalkedawaywith

aheavyheart.Thiswasmoreharderthanhe

thought.Thesituationatthiswholeplace

depressedhimmore

AtRosebankMall

Thesameday,NenewalkedwiththekidstoSpur

andsettleddown.

Nene:Doyouguysknowhowtoread?

Mosa:(Smiled)Alittle.

Ithana:Metoo.



Thapelo:Metoo.

TheylaughedasNenetookthemenuandreadit.

Sheexplainedthefoodtheyhadonthemenuas

theyexcitedlychose.Minuteslaterawaitresscame

andtooktheirorderthenlaterreturnedwiththeir

food

Nene:PrayforthefoodfirstThapelo.

Heshylylookeddownandsmiled

Nene:Comeonboy.Let'scloseoureyes.

Theyallclosedtheireyesandheldhands

Thapelo:GodblessourfoodAmen.

All:Amen.



Ithana:SuchashortprayerThapelo.

Nene:(Smiled)ButGodheardhim.Itdoesn'tmatter

whatyousaytoGodandhowmuchtimeyouspend

speakingtohim.He'llhearyou.Always.

Mosa:ReallyMama?

Nene:Yeslove.Let'seat.

AtMyHouse

IfedKeanupurityandwipedhismouthwhenhe

wasdone.ThenIlefthimplayingonthefluffymat

withhistoys.Isatcomfortablyonthecouchand

lookedatPaul'schannel.Iwatchedhisrecent

videosandreactedtothem.Nowthateverythingis

finallyover,Ishouldbegettingbacktowork.Imiss

worksomuch.Beingadoctorisnotjustajobto

me,isadream,apassion.

MyphonerangasIsnappedoutofmythoughts.It

wasAuntie.Itookadeepbreaththenanswered



Auntie:Kgaogelo.

Me:Mamogolo.

Auntie:Okae?(Howareyou)

Me:Ketenglonalekae?(I'mgoodandyou)

Auntie:Hakesharp.Ontatlhilehelayalo(Youjust

abandonedme)

Me:..

Auntie:EvenatyourMagadinegotiationsyoudidn't

eventalktome.

Me:...

Auntie:Doyouhateme?

Me:Ha.a(No)

Auntie:Kengyanong?

Me:Nex,thattimeIwasjuststressed.Icouldn'ttalk

toanyone.I'msorry.

Auntie:Mhmm.OkaeChaweJunior.

Me:He'shereplaying.



Auntie:Youshouldcomewithhimhere.

Me:Iwill.

Auntie:Isawthenews.

Me:..

Auntie:I'mhappythatyoudidn'tgotojail.

Me:Metoo.

Auntie:Okayngwanaka.I'llcallyoutomorrow.Bye.

Me:ByeMamogolo.

Shehungup.Thatwasawkward

AtIthembaMine

Qhawe,Neil,XhantiandSambulostoodinthemiddle

ofQhawe'sofficequietly

Qhawe:Thegoldistransportedbyhightecharmed



trucks.Theproblemisthetrucksleavethesafe

houseattheexacttime,takingthreedifferentroutes.

Sowegoingtoneedthreeteamstohitthematthe

sametimebecauseifwehitoneitsetsanalertto

othersandthey'llevacuate.

Neil:Thetrucksarealsoheavilyprotected.They

haveauniquelybuilt-insystem,explosion-proof

corrugatedmetal.Wealsohavetousecardstoget

accessandacode.It'srisky.

Sambulo:Wecanpullthisoff.Gettheguystogether

sowecantalkaboutthis.Fridayison.

Qhawe:Wewilldefinitelypullthisoff.Alexander's

brotherwon'tevenseethisonecoming.Hemessed

itupwhenhegotmywifeinthismess.Notmywife.

Xhanti:Nowthatthiswillhappenyouknowthat

they'llbewar.RachelandKeanuneedstobe

protected.

Qhawe:Always.

Neil:Ithinkweshouldkillhim.Ifhe'sgone,then

they'llbenowar.



Sambulo:Thatwon'tbeeasybutI'msurewecando

it.

AtMusa'sHouse

Thatevening,Nenesteppedinsidewiththekids.

ThapeloandNeoweresleeping.MusatookThapelo

andwenttolayhimdownonbed.ThenNenetook

NeoandlaidheronMusa'sbed.MosaandIthana

wenttotheirroomandthrewthemselvesonthebed.

NeneandMusalookedateachotherandlaughed

Musa:Theylooktired.

Nene:(laughed)Wehadalongday.

Musa:Icantell.

Nene:(sighed)Hailetmegobeforeitgetstoodark.

Musa:It'salreadylate,whydon'tyousleepover?It's

notsafeinOrlando.

Nene:It'snottoodark.I'll-



Musa:Comeon.Don'triskit.Besidesthisisalso

yourhouse.

Nenelookedathimthensighed

Nene:Okayifyouinsist.

Musa:Youcansleeponthebed.I'llsleeponthe

couch.

Nene:(laughed)You'llhaveasoreneckinthe

morning.Butit'syourchoice.

Musa:Soyouwantedmetosleepwithyou?

Nene:Ofcoursenot.LookI'mtired,Ineedabath.

CanIuseyourToiletry?

Musa:Sure.

Shewalkedtohisroomashesmiledlookingather

AtMyHouse



ThesameeveningQhawesteppedinsidethe

bedroomwhileIwasbusyreadingonsomecases

ontheinternetwhilelayingonbed.Helooked

drainedandtired

Qhawe:Hey.

Me:Hey,iwaswaitingforyou.

Qhawe:Really?Ineedashower.I'mtired.

Me:Goandshowerfirst.I'llwarmupyourfood.

Qhawe:Okay.

IgotupandkissedhimbeforeIwenttothekitchen

towarmedhisfoodup.

MinuteslaterIgotinsidetheroomandputhisfood

onthedrawerthenlateronbed.Laterhestepped

insidewithatowelwrappedaroundhistorsoand

satonthebed.ForamomentIjuststaredathim



withoutsayinganything.Thisfinemanismy

husband?Mybabydaddy?IrememberIhatedhim

atfirst.Hewassorudeandbossy.He'sstillbossy

thoughanditturnsmeouteverytime.Ilovehimso

muchthatitscaresme.Whatifhewakesup

tomorrowanddecidehedoesn'twanttobewithme

anymore?I'ddie.Idon'tthinkI'lleverleavehim

again.Threeweekswithoutseeinghimwasa

struggle.AndnowthathesaidImustn'tcomeback

whenIleavescaresme.Iwon'tbeabletolive

withouthim.Qhawehastakenovermylife.It's

concluded,Ican'tlivewithouthim.EvenifItryto.

FromnowonI'llbeagoodwife.Hisgoodwife.

Helookedatmethensmiled

Qhawe:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?Whatare

youthinkingabout?

Hewaseating.Ididn'tevenrealizethathewas

eating



Me:Nothing.

Qhawe:(Smiled)Don'tlietome.

Me:Ireallymissedyou.

Qhawe:ImissedyoutooSweetheart.Somuch.

Me:I'msorryforblamingyouabouteverything.

Qhawe:Itwasmyfault.Ishouldn'thaveleftyou

alone.

Hegrabbedaglassofwaterthengulpeditdown

beforehecameandsatinfrontofme.

Qhawe:YouareeverythingtomeRachel.Iloveyou

somuchandIneverwanttoloseyou.I'mgoingto

protectyouandKeanuwithmylife.Youguysare

myeverything.

Me:..

Qhawe:Iloveyou.



Me:Iloveyoutoo.

HeleanedoverandFrenchkissedme.Iwrapped

myarmsaroundhisneckandopenedmylegswider

ashegotontopofme.Thenhe#REMOVED

AtLesedi'sHouse

Lesedisighedasshelaidonthebedandchecked

hermessagesonthephone.Afewminuteslaterher

phonerang.ShelookedatZenze'snameasshe

rolledhereyes

Lesedi:Yha.

Zenze:Lukhanyohadaallergyreaction.Wearein

thehospital.

Lesedi:(heartskipped)What?

Zenze:I'llsendthelocation.



Lesedi:HowdareyouZenze?Mybaby?Didyoufeed

himmushrooms?Whatthefuck?

Zenze:Ayandadidn'tknowand-

Lesedi:Ayanda!FUCKAyanda.Thatbitchisgoingto

know.Notmybaby.Notlukhanyo.I'mgoingtokill

her.

Sheclickedhertongueandhungup

Lesedi:Notmybaby.I'mgoingtokillAyanda.She

likesactinglikeasweetstepmothertomyson.I'm

goingtokillher.Thatwitch

TOBECONTINUED.....

TheGoodWife

#48

AttheHospital



ThesamenightZenzemetLesediattheentrance

asAyandastooduponthecouchwithshaking

hands.Lesedi'seyesmovedarounduntilthey

landedonher.Tearsfilledhereyesassheclenched

herfistsandheadedtoAyanda

Lesedi:Youwitch!Whatdidyoudotomybaby?

ZenzeheldherbackbeforeshecouldtouchAyanda

butsheslappedhimhardthenchargedtowards

Ayandawhilehetouchedhischeek.

Lesedi:Whatdidyoufeedmybabybitch!

Sheslappedherhardtwiceandpunchedheronher

faceassecurityguardscameandseparatedthem

Lesedi:Whatdidyoufeedmybabyyouwitch.



Thereceptioniststoodinfrontofthemwitha

straightface

Her:Pleasedothatoutsideandnothere.Thisisa

hospital,notawrestlingroom.

Lesedi:(LookedatAyanda)I'mgoingtokillyou.Pray

thatmybabymakesit.

Ayandalookedatherasherhandsshook

Receptionist:alrighttakeheroutsideandmakesure

shedoesn'tgetinside.

Zenze:I'llhandleher.Pleasedon't.Lesedisitdown.

Calmdown.

Lesedi:Shutupwena.I'mnotgoingtoletthisslide.

Notwithmybaby.Youweren'twithmethewhole

pregnancyandnowyouactingliketheworldgreat

father.ThisisthelasttimeyouseemybabyI'm



tellingyou.I'malsogoingtoinvolvethepolicein

thisandmakesurethatyourwitchgirlfriendgoesto

jail.

Receptionist:Tkaeheroutside.

Lesedi:(Raisedherarms)No.I'llbehave.

Receptionist:IhopesocauseI'llhaveyouthrown

outsideinthedark.Andyoushouldleavecauseit's

verylaterightnow.

Lesedi:(shookherhead)I'mstayingherewithmy

baby.

TheReceptionistlookedatheroncethenwalked

awayasthesecurityguardsfollowedafter.Lesedi

clickedhertonguethenlookedatZenze

Lesedi:Howdidithappen?Howishe?

Zenze:They'veinjectedhimwithantibiotics.

(Clearedhisthroat)Hisconditiondeterioratedso

theytransferredhimtotheemergencyward.We

stillwaitingforthem



Lesedi:(tearfully)Doyouknowhowdangerousan

allergyreactionitistoachild.AchildZenze.My

babycoulddie.

Zenze:He'llbefine.Webroughthimintime.

Lesedi:(Crying)Idon'tcare.Idon'tfuckingcare.You

shouldn'thavefedhimmushroomsinthefirstplace.

Shesatonthecouchandcoveredherfacewith

handswhilecrying.Zenzeswallowedlookingather

thenhelookedatAyanda.Shemouthed"I'msorry".

HelookedawaythensatnexttoLesedi

Zenze:He'llbefine.Ipromiseyou.

Lesedi:Voetsek.

Sheclickedhertonguethensearchedforherphone

insidehersidebaganddialedKgaogelo.Itrang

unansweredasshecoveredhermouthandcried



Lesedi:Please.

ShedialedheragainthenKgaogeloansweredafter

threerings

Kgaogelo:H..hello?

Lesedi:(Crying)Kgaogelo.

Kgaogelo:What'swrong?

Lesedi:(crying)It'sLukhanyo.Hehadanallergy

reaction.Ayandafedhimmushroomsandhe's

allergic.

Kgaogelo:Ohgod!Uhm,Don'tpanic.Whereareyou

guys?

Lesedi:(Crying)NetcareGreenacres.

Kgaogelo:Okayokay.I'mcoming.Don'tworry.The

doctorswilldotheirbest.Theyalwaysdo.Just

don'tpanicandrelax.I'llbethere.

Lesedi:(sniffled)Okay.



KgaogelohungupasLesedicoveredherfacewith

herhandsandcried

AtMyHouse

Ijumpedoutofthebedandwenttothebathroom.I

quicklyfreshenedupandwalkedbacktotheroom

withatowelwrappedaroundmybody.Qhawe

lookedatmewhilelayingontopofthebednaked

Me:(panting)Getreadysothatwecangotothe

hospital.Lukhanyohadallergyreaction.

Qhawe:Isitbad?

Me:Itcangetbad.Chawecomeon.Getready.

Helazilygotupandwalkedtothebathroom.Iput

onmytracksuitsandsneakersthengrabbedmy

bag.AfterafewminutesQhawesteppedinside



nakedandwenttohiscloset.Hetookgrey

sweatpantsandwhitevestandputthemon.Then

heworehisboots,jacketandacap.

Me:ShouldwetakeKeanutoMa?

Qhawe:No.Wecan'twakehimup.I'llaskEvato

come.

Me:Okay.

IwenttoKeanu'snurserywhileQhawewenttothe

garagetogetthecarready.Ibrieflylookedathim

thenleanedoverandsoftlykissedhisforehead.I

coveredhimproperlywithablanketandran

downstairsandclimbedinthecarasQhawespoke

onthephoneanddroveoffwithonehand

AtTheHospital

Afterlonghoursofwaitinginthereceptionistarea.



Lesedi'steethgrittedagainsteachotherwhileshe

shivered.Zenzelookedatherandtookhisjacket

off.Ayandawatchedhimasheputthejacket

aroundLesedi'sshoulders.Lesedilookedathim

thenlookedaway.

MeanwhilemeandQhawesteppedinsidethe

hospital.Lesediturnedandlookedatusasshe

quicklygotupandrushedtome.Shehuggedme

tightasIbrushedherback.QhawewenttoZenze

andputhisarmaroundhisshoulder.Ilookedat

Lesedi

Me:Thedoctorswilldotheirbest.Don'tworry.

Lesedi:(sniffled)Ifhedoesn'tmakeit-

Me:No.Bepositive.

Ihuggedheragain.Afewminuteslateradoctor

walkedtowardsus.Icouldseealookofterroron

Lesedi'sface.Iheldhertightly



Zenze:Howishe?

Doctor:He'sokayfornow.We'vegivenhimthe

secondsyringeandithelped.Heisstable.We'llbe

transferringhimtothepediatricwardforfurther

observation.He'sverylucky.Hisconditionwas

scary.Itwouldhavegottenveryworse.

Lesedi:(sighedrelieved)Thankgod!

Doctor:Howdidthishappen?Whydidyougivehim

mushroomswhenyouknowthathe'sallergicto

them?

Lesedi:Hisstepmotherdid.Shewantedtokillhim.

IlookedatAyanda

Lesedi:Hewantedtokillmyson.Itoldmybaby

daddythatheshouldn'tfeedhimMushroomsbut

whatdidIexpect?He'ssostupid.Thisisthelast

timeyouseemysonWenaSpoiltbrat.



Me:Uhm,Doctorthankyou.

Henoddedthenwalkedaway

Qhawe:Weshouldgo.It'sverylate.We'llonlybe

abletoseehimtomorrow.

Me:(sighed),Yeah,let'sgo.

IheldLesedi'shandaswesteppedout.Qhawe

stayedbehindwithZenzeandAyanda

Qhawe:Gohome.

Zenze:Y..yeah.

HewalkedawayleavingAyandabehindasshe

sobbed.

Qhawe:Zenzecomehere.



Hestoppedthenlookedathim

Qhawe:That'snotthewaytotreatawoman.Come

here.

Hewalkedtowardsthemandstoodinfrontofhim

Qhawe:Leavewithher.

Zenze:Let'sgo.

Hestartedwalkingwhileshefollowedbehindhim

AtZenze'sHouse

Inthemorningheclimbedoffthebedandwentto

thebathroom.Hequicklyfreshenedupandgot

ready.Ayandaslowlywokeupandlookedathim



Ayanda:(lowertone)Youleavingalready?Waitfor

me.

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandrushedout.Ayanda

threwherselfonbedandfacedtheotherwayas

tearsfilledhereyes

AtMyHouse

Thesamemorning,Ipreparedbreakfastandsetup

thetable.Qhawesteppedinsidewhileplayingwith

Keanu.

Me:Hewokeupearlytoday.

Qhawe:Yeah.

IsighedasIsatonthechairandatemycereal



Me:IshouldgoandcheckonLesedi.

Qhawe:(satdown)Yeah.AtleastLukhanyomadeit.

Zenzewouldn'thavehandledit.

Me:Leseditoo.

HelookedatmethenputKeanuonthetable

Qhawe:(smiled)Heymyboy!Heyboyboy!

Keanugiggledshowinghisblackgums

TWODAYSLATER

*

*

TheGoodWife



#49

AtThePetrolStation

Xhantistoppedthecarandspokewiththepetrol

attendantbeforehewentinsidetheshopasthe

petrolattendantfilledhistank.Aladybehindhiscar

tappedherfingersonthesteeringwheelasshe

waitedforhimtoreturn.Allthespaceswere

occupiedandshehadnowheretogoexceptforthis

space.AfterafewminutesXhantisteppedoutof

theshopandwalkedtohiscarwhilehespokeon

thephone.Thenhelookedatthecarbehindhimas

itdroveclosertohiscar.Hefrownedlookingatthe

ladyinthewindscreenasshestaredback.Her

windscreenwasnotblacktintedandhecould

literallyseeher.Hewatchedherasshespoketo

herselfprobablycursinghimandtappingher

fingersonthesteeringwheelanxiously.Hesmiled

thenwalkedtowardsthecar.Theladytiltedher

headindisbeliefandlookedathim.Hestoodnext



tothewindowassheclenchedherjawsandrolled

downthewindow.

Xhanti:(Smiled)Yourcarisveryclosetomine.One

mistakeyougoingtocrashitandyou'llhavetopay

me.

Exceptforhisintimidatingpresence,hismainly

perfumefilledtheentirecarandhismintybreath

kepthittingheronherfacemakingitveryhardfor

hertobreatheoratleastbecomfortable.Shetried

maintainingaseriousandintimidatinglookbefore

shelookedathim.Shecan'tallowthisdumbman

behavelikethiswithher.Howdarehe?Shebravely

turnedandlookedathimashereyestwitched.He

hadthissexysmileonandhespokecalmly.Parts

ofhishairweregreyandhelookedgood.

Everythingabouthimwasenthralling,hisgaze,his

auraandhisfragrance.

Xhanti:(Smiled)Movebackalittleandtrytohave



patience.I'mmovingmycarnow.

Shewatchedhislipsashespokeandboywasn'the

cute.Sheslowlynoddedstillstaringathim.Xhanti

lookedatherinnocentfaceandthatlookonher

faceashesmiled.Shelookedathimthenhitthe

acceleratorandlookedattherearmirrorbeforeshe

reversed.Xhantiwalkedtohiscarandclimbed

insidebeforehedroveoffandsheimmediately

occupiedthespace.Hestoppedthecarontheside

andwalkedtohercarasherheartpounded.He

stoodnexttothemirroragain.Sheswallowedhard

thenrolleddownthewindow

Xhanti:Bepatientnexttime.Idon'twantyourpretty

facegettinghurt.(Smiled)Andbreathe.Calmdown

andbreathe.

Hewalkedawaywithabigsmileonwhilesherolled

hereyes."Calmdownandbreathe".WhosaidI'm

notbreathing.He'sarroganttoo.Thismotherfuc-



no.Calmdown.Sheunexpectedlysigheddeeplyas

hereyeswidened.Shewasliterallyholdingher

breathwithoutevenrealizing.Hewasright.This

neverhappenedbeforeanditwascrazy.Honestly

thiswascrazy,howcanthismanmakeherfeellike

this?Noonehasevermadeitfeellikethis.This

wascrazy.No!Menthough.Couldn'theseeshe

dresseslikeaman?Whycouldn'thecatchthat?

Sheclickedhertongueandquicklypaidbeforeshe

droveoff

ThesamedayEvasteppedinsidethehousewitha

smilecurledonherfaceashereyesmovedaround

thehouse.Itwasuntidyandsmelledhorrible.Her

smiledisappearedasshelookedattheyounggirl

breastfeedingthebabyonthebed.Itwasjustaone

roomcombinedwithabedroomandkitchen.The

girlquietlygotupwithherbabystillsuckingher

breastandlookedatherasherheartpounded

Girl:SisEva.Ukhona?(Youhere)



Eva:Thando,unjani?(Howareyou)

Thando:(lowertone)Ngiyaphila.

Shelookedaroundthehouseandlookedbackat

Eva

Thando:I..IwaswaitingforhimtosleepsoIcan

cleanup.

Eva:(Faintsmile)Don'texplainyourself.It'sokay.

Shelookedatherbreasts

Eva:How'sthebreastfeedingprocess?Isthemilk

sufficient?

Thando:(embarrassed)It'sbetternow.I'vebeen

eatingfruits,lentilsandbeans.It'sbetternow.

Evaglaredatherthensatdownwhilesheslowly



satdowntoo.Evastaredatthetinythinbaby

Eva:Hedoesn'tlookhealthy.

Thando:..

Eva:Thando,youcan'tlivelikethisanylonger.The

babycan'tstayinthissituation.Yourmotherwill

comedrunkandsleepnexttoyou.Whoknowswhat

badspiritualthingsshecollectedtherethatwill

harmthebabyhere.He'sstillveryyoung.I've

spokentomyteamandwethinkisbestyougoto

thecare.Youandyourbabywillbetakencareof.

You'llalsobeabletoattendschoolproperly.

Sheheldherhandsandglaredathertearyeyes.

Shetookadeepbreaththenlookedather

Eva:Youare14andstillababyyourself.Youneed

allthehelpyoucangetandI'mhere.I'mherefor

youandyouknowthat.Pleasebaby.

Thando:O..Okay.



Evasighedrelievedthenembracedhertightly

AtOrangeFarm

Tanialookedatthethreemenoffloadingbricks

outsideherhouseasshesteppedoutwithherbaby

onthewaist.AlthoughshewasstillsadaboutPeter

goingtojail,atleastthey'llliveinacomfortable

home.She'sstillsoangryaboutwhathedidbuthe

alwaysdideverythingforthem.Hediditfortheir

betterment.ShesighedthendialedQhawe.Ittooka

whilebeforeheanswered

Qhawe:Yes?

Tania:Hey,Iboughtbricksand-

Qhawe:Justusethatcardthewayyouseefit.Idon't

mind.Youdon'thavetotellmewhatyoubuywithit.

Tania:(shocked)Ooh?O..okay.



Qhawe:Callmewhenthere'sanemergency.Only

then.

Hehungasshelookedatthephoneshocked.That

washarsh.Butmaybesheoversteppedit.He

probablyhaveagirlfriendandhedoesn'twanther

tofindoutaboutwhathedoes.Shesighedthen

headedtowardsthemen

AtJoburg

Nenewalkedaroundinshopswearingabluemaxi

dresswithorangeflowersandslit.Shegrabbedthe

twobottlesofmilkandpaid.Apolicemanwatched

asshemovedupanddownlikeamadperson.He

walkedtoherandshovedhishandsdeepinhis

pockets.Neneturnedandlookedatthecutehunkin

thepoliceuniformstandingInfrontofher.Hewas

dark,tallandhandsome.



Man:(Smiled)Whatareyoulookingfor?Youseem

lost.

godhissmile.Hehadperfectwhiteteeth.She

lookeddownonhisdickprintandOohboy!Her

pussythrobbedasshelickedherlips

Nene:Uhm,IjustopenedmyicecreamstoresoI'm

lookingaroundfortheingredients.

Man:YousellIcecreams?That'sgreat.Ishould

comeandbuysome.

Nene:Youshould.

Helookedatherandlickedhislips.Nenesmiled

lookingawayfeelinghiseyesonherbody

Man:(handedherhisphone)Addyournumberso

thatIcantellyouwhenI'mcoming.

Nene:(Blushed)Okay.



Sheinsertedhernumberthengavehimbackhis

phoneastheirhandsunexpectedlybrushed.Nene's

heartpoundedsofastagainstherchest.She

restractedherhandbackandsighed.Shecouldn't

evenbreatheproperly.Sheglaredathiseyes

Nene:Makeuseofthosenumbers.

Bythatsaid,shewalkedaway.Hechuckledthen

watchedheruntilshedisappeared.Helookedathis

tentandsighedputtinghishandcoveringitbefore

hewalkedaway

AtEtaliSafariLodge

QhaweFrenchkissedmewhilehesqueezedmyass.

Mykneesgotwobblyashetouchedmywaistand

heldmetightly.Hesealeditwithababykissand

gropedmyass.Ibreathedheavilyandsmiledsitting



down

Qhawe:Letmemakeaphonecall.I'llbeback.

Heleanedoverandkissedmeagainbeforehe

walkedbacktotheroom.Itookmyphoneand

lookedatMa'snumberscontemplatingwhetherI

shouldcallherornot.MaybeIshouldn't,I'llmiss

Keanumore.Ishouldcallatouragreedtime.I

chastisemyselfthenputthephoneaway.Afew

minuteswhileIwasseatedonthechairoutsidemy

phonerang.IlookedatitasFerah'snameflashed

onthescreen.Ismiledpickingup

Me:Hey.

Ferah:BarbieDoll.

Me:Howareyou?

Ferah:Ndirightchomam.Imissyousomuch.

Me:Same.It'sbeenawhile.



Ferah:(sighed)Yeah.IsawthenewsandI'msorryI

couldn'tbethere.Iwassobusywithwork.Alothas

justbeenup.

Me:It'sfine.Iunderstand.

Ferah:Howareyouthoughaftereverything?

Me:I'mfine,I'veneverbeenbetter.Thisthingkindof

fixedthingsbetweenChaweandI.

Ferah:Whatdoyoumean?Wereyouguyshaving

problems?

Me:Hewasneverhome.Soit'schangingnow.Iwas

veryangrywithhim.

Ferah:Ithoughthewouldchangethatnowyouare

married.

Me:(sighed)Yeah.

Ferah:Haii.Let'shopehe'llchangecausethey'lltake

you.Theywon'tleaveyou.

Me:(laughed)Iwantmyhusbandonly.

Ferah:Youwon'tsaythatwhenyouarehorny.

Me:(laughed)EvenwhenI'mheldatgunpoint.Iwant



myhusbandonly.

Ferah:He'saluckymanthen.Iknowhowmuchyou

lovehim.

Me:Yeahsohowhasitbeengoingon,onyourside?

Ferah:Greatexceptforannoyingtransfers.Iwas

happyatBara.

Me:Iknowfriend.I'msorry.

Ferah:Eish,how'smyhusband?

Me:He'sokay,justteethingandyouknowhow

hecticitis.

Ferah:He'sgrowing.

Me:Likecrazy.

Ferah:Youbackatworkyet?

Me:NoI'llgobackMonday.I'mstillhome.Meand

ChaweeventookatripmoKZN.

Ferah:Wenana(laughed)Baecation.Howisgoing?

Me:(Smiled)Amazing.Wecameheretodayandthe

weatherissogood.



Ferah:I'msureyoupreparedyourselfMogirl.

Me:Preparedmyselfhow?

Ferah:Haveyouhadsexyet?

Me:Nowhy?

Ferah:Good.Let'sgetitreadyforhim.Get

milk,cinnamonandstoney.Buyhallstooandmix

themtogetherthendrink.

Me:(frowned)Why?

Ferah:Wearegettingitreadyforhim.Whoknows

whathe'sdoingwhenhedisappears.He'llnever

leaveyouagain.

Me:That'sscary.I'mnotdoingtraditionalthingsto

keepmyhusband.

Ferah:Stopbeingrural.Whattraditionalthings.

Stoney?Halls?Comeon.Drinkthatandyou'llthank

melater.

Me:Ha.aFerah.(No)

Ferah:Doit.



Qhawewalkedtowardsmewhilelookingstraightin

myeyes.Iquicklylookedaway

Me:I'mnotdoinganyofthat.Bye.I'llcallyoulater.

Ferah:Bye.

Ihungupthenputthephonedown.Qhawesat

betweenmylegsandkissedmethenputmylegs

onhislap

Qhawe:What'sgoingon?Youlookdistracted.

Me:I'mnot.IwasjustspeakingtoFerah.

Qhawe:Everything'sokay?

Me:Yeah.Everything'sfine.

Qhawe:(kissedme)Okay.Thesafaricarwillbehere

in10minutes.Wegoingtotheotherside.

Me:Okay.

Qhawe:Youenjoyingitherebabe?YouknowIcould



havedonebetterthanthis.

Me:(smiled)YesIknow.I'menjoyingherea

lot,Really.It'sgreat.Besideswejustarrived.

Qhawe:(kissedme)Okay.

Hebrushedmylegsandtrailedhisfingersallthe

waytomythighs.Ismiledthentouchedhishand

Me:Youneedsomeshorts.

Qhawe:Never.

Me:(laughed)Comeon.It'sonlymehere.Lookatme

inmyswimwear.

Qhawe:Youlooksexyinthatswearwear.I'lllook

crazyinshorts.Iratherwearthemathome.

Me:(laughed)No!Comeonbabe.Please.Doitfor

me.

Qhawe:Babeno.

Me:Babeplease.



Qhawe:(sighed)Okay.

Ijumpedonhisarmsandsatonhislapthenkissed

him.

Me:Thankyou.Iswearyoulooksexyinshorts.Ilike

yourlegs.

Qhawe:I'vealwaysknownthatyouarecrazyabout

them.

Me:(smiled)

AtEva&Sambulo'sHouse

LaterthatnightSambulowalkedinsidethehouse.

Heclimbedonthestairsandwalkedtohisroom.

Theroomwasdarkandhecouldseethereflection

ofEvanearthewindowwhenhegotin.



Sambulo:Babe.

Eva:Sitonthatchair.

Helookedatherandslowlysatonthechair.She

walkedtowardshimwithherhandsbehindherback.

Helookedatherinalingerieasheswallowed.She

cuffedhiswristsonthechair.Hechuckledthen

lookedather

Sambulo:Areyouarrestingme?

Eva:I'mrestrainingyou.

Sambulo:(Smiled)I'llbreakthechair.

Eva:(Laughed)Noyouwon't.Takeitlikeabigguy

husband.

Sheslowlytookthetopfirstandonlyleftwitha

thong.Shekneltdownandunbuckledhisbeltand

pulledthepantsdown.Shetookhisthickandlong

dickinherhandandputitinhermouth.He



clenchedhisjawsasthechairmovedaround

Sambulo:Shit!

Evasuckedonitwhileshespithersalivaonitand

gaggedonitwhileSambulogroanedhelplessly

Sambulo:Fuccckk!

Shegotupandlookedathimsweating.Thenshe

lookedathiswrists.They'llbepainfulafterthis.But

itdoesn'tmatter,he'saman.He'llbefine.

Sambulo:(Lowertone)Babecome.

Eva:Begme.

Shelookedathimtryingtofreehimself



Sambulo:Please.

Shesmiledthenslowlytookherthongoffandsat

ontopofhim.Sheheldthedickinherhandand

pusheditin.Herwarmthgothimsoweakthathe

roughlytriedtofreehimselfwhilehistoescurled

makingthechairmakelotofnoise.Evafrowned

thensatproperlyasitstretchedherup.Shestarted

movingslowand...

TOBECONTINUED...

....
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AtEtaliSafariLodge



Thesamenightwesteppedoutofthesafaricar

whileIlaughedhard.

Me:Thatlookedpainful.

Qhawe:(laughed)That'showitshouldbe.Putitdeep

andenjoythesweetness.

Me:WowChawe.

Westeppedinsidethelodge.Iranupstairsand

quicklyputonsomeshortsandsportsbrawithmy

croksthenwalkedbackinthelounge.Hewas

outside,thedoorwasopen.Icalledroomseviceand

askedthemtobringthestuffIwant.Minuteslatera

ladywalkedin.Ithankedherandtookthethings.

Thisbetterwork.Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mdoingit

honestly.Ididthewholemixtureandgulpeditdown.

QhawewalkedinwhileIjustfinished

Qhawe:Youdrinkingstoneynow?



Me:Y..Yeah.Come.

Iheldhishandandledhimtothelounge.Wesat

downonthecouchwithmylegsontopofhim

Me:Ihadablast.

Qhawe:Isawittoo.Youlookedlikeyouwere

enjoyingalot.

Me:(Smiled)Ienjoyed.WelastdidthisinDubaiand

itwasamazing.

Qhawe:WheredoyouwantustogoDecember?

Me:Idon'tknowbutI'llcheck.

Qhawe:Okay.

Me:Don'tyoumissKeanu?

Qhawe:Ido.Imissmyboy.Butwe'llseehimsoon.

Me:Yeah.

Hetrailedhisfingersonmythighs



Qhawe:Yourthighsaresosoft.Sosoftlikeababy.

Me:(Smiled)

Hekissedthemandliftedmylegashestareddown

Me:(Laughed)ReallyChawe?

Qhawe:Fuck!Thisisagoodview.

Hepulledmedownonthecouchandliftedbothmy

legsandkissedmypussy.Hepulledmyshortsoff

intheblinkoftheeyeandkissedmypussy.Heran

hislipsonmyslitandkissedit.Iclosedmyeyes

andtouchedmybreastswhilehestartedeatingmy

pussyyup.

Me:ohgod!Uhhh.



Hesoftlykisseditthentookhispantsoff.Hetook

hisharddickoutandranitonmypussy.Heleaned

overandkissedmehardthenbitmylowerlip.He

thenputmyotherlegonhisshoulderandmoved

intomewhileslidingthrough.

Ibitmylowerlipandclosedmyeyes."Her"warmth

immediatelyengulfedhimashertightnessclung

ontohimsomuchhegruntedlikeanInjuredbull.A

chillrandownonhisspine

Qhawe:Fuccck!Rachelwhat'sinthere?

Ilookedathimandrelaxedmybodyashegrunted

andgroanedhelplesslyontopofmewhilethrusting

hardintome.

....



Istoodonmytoesmoaningwhilehewentfaster

feelingeverythinginsideofmetightening.Ithrew

myheadbackashelookedatmeandFrench

kissedme.PeerandownonmythighsasI

screamedloudly

Me:Godcome.Mama.AhhChawe.Idon'tknow

whattodo.Uhhh.

Qhawegruntedloudlypoundingintomehard.I

closedmyeyeswhiletearsdroppeddownonmy

cheeks.Thatfeelingcameagainasrelaxedmy

bodyandletithappen.Isplashedonhimagainand

almostfelldownonmykneeswhileheheldme

tightly

AtXhanti'sHouse

Helookedatthecodeonhisphoneandforwarded

itonthegroupsincebothofthemweren't



answeringhiscalls.Hedialedanumberonhis

phoneandgotup

Voice:Nkalakata.

Xhanti:Gettheguysinthewarehousetomorrow.

Voice:Sure.

Hehungupthenlookedatthissamenumbers

again.Hetookadeepbreathandsmiledbeforehe

dialed.Ittookawhilebeforesheanswered

Her:Hello?Who'sthis?

Shehadsuchasqueakyvoice.Shesoundedlikea

chipmunk.Heunexpectedlylaughedwhileshe

frownedontheotherline

***



Sindifrownedlisteningtothisdeepvoiceman

laughingontheline.Herheartskippedabit.Whatif

hewasakidnapperorsomething?

Him:Ntokazi.

Herheartskippedassherecognizedthevoice

Him:It'sXhanti.

Sindi:(Swallowed)Okayso?

Xhanti:Whyyoubeingrude?(laughed)Yousound

likeakid.

Sindi:..

Xhanti:ButIlikeyourvoice.It'scute.

Sindi:(Stuttered)W..Whatdoyouwant?

Xhanti:Iwantyou.

Sindi:..

Xhanti:Sindisiwe?



Sindi:Mmhmm.

Xhanti:Answermeproperly.

Sindi:Xhanti.

Xhanti:Ngiyakufuna(Iwantyou)

Sheswallowedthelumponherthroatandquickly

hangup.Hecalledagainthensheputthephoneon

thetableandrantothekitchen.Whatthehell?What

wasthat?

AtEtaliSafariLodge

Inthemorning,Iweaklygrabbedthesheetswhile

Qhawehammeredmebehind.Hefilledmeupwith

histhickcumandflickedmeover.Hegotontopof

meandkissedme

Me:(LowerTone)L..let'ssleep.Iwant..



HekissedmeagainasIslowlydriftedtosleep.He

ranhisdickonmypussyagainuntilhewashard

andsliditinsideasImoanedsoftly

.....

Iopenedmyheavyeyesandlookedathimstepping

outoftheroomwhiletalkingonthephone.I

crawleddownwithathrobbingpussyandwentto

thebathroom.ISteppedinsideandlockedit.ThenI

laiddownflatonthecoldfloorasIdriftedoffto

sleep.AfterafewminutesIheardhimknockingon

thedoor

Qhawe:Babeopenthedoor.

Me:..

Qhawe:Rachel.

Me:...



Qhawe:Babecomeon.

Me:TsamayaSatane(Leavesatan)

Qhawe:Babycomeon.Wesupposedtobebathing

together.

Ishookmyheadlikehecouldseemeandturnedas

Isleptonmyside

Qhawe:Babe.

Me:IhateyouFerah.

TOBECONTINUED....

TheGoodWife
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AtNene'sIceCreamStore



Laterthatday,Lerumosatonthechairandwatched

Neneasshesold.Helookedaroundthewholeshop

thenstoodup

Lerumo:Thisplaceishugeandbeautiful.

Nene:(Smiled)Thankyou.

Lerumo:You'vedonewellforyourselfhonestly.But

youneedahelpinghand.

Nene:(sighed)Yeah,Iwantedtobringmyothersister

heresoshecanhelpmebutIdon'ttrusther.She

drinksalotandshemightstealmymoney.And

wherewillsheevenstay?

Lerumo:Youcanstaywithher.

Nene:(Gavehimalook)

Lerumo:(laughed)What'swrongwiththat?She's

yoursisterattheendoftheday.Thiscouldchange

herlife.Don'ttellmeyouwanttosuccedalone.You

cansitherdownandspeakaboutthis.

Nene:Idon'twanttosucceedalone.TrustmeIlove

mysistersandIwantthemtoalsosucceedbutthey



arenotevendoinganything.Theyjustdrink,sleep

withmenandmakebabies.

Lerumo:That'snotthewaytotalkaboutyour

siblings.Maybetheydrinkcausethat'stheonly

thingthatmakesthemforgetabouttheirproblems.

Problemslikebeingunemployedandstillstaying

withtheirmother.Andalsoseeingyoumakingit.

Youarealastborn(shenodded)Yousee.That's

alsothething.I'mnottryingtoforceyoutodo

anythingbutjustconsiderwhatIsaid.

Shelookedinhiseyesandnodded.Hemadetotal

senseandthissituationdepressedhermorecause

shedidn'tevenknowwhattodo.It'snotniceseeing

yoursistersdrinkingeverydayandgivingupinlife.

Hermotherwon'tsayitbutithurtsher.Shecanbe

allrudeandalwaystalkingbutithurtsher.She

knowsitdoes

Lerumolookedinhereyesandheldherhands



Lerumo:Ithinkyouareaverysmartand

independentwoman.Youarenotjustaprettyface.

HonestlywhenIsawyouIjustwantedtofuckyou.I

wantedtojusthitandrun.

Nene:(laughed)IknewitandIalsowantedthat.I

don'ttrusthandsomeguyshenceIhavezero

feelingsforyou.

Lerumo:(laughed)Aommaserious?IthoughtI

charmedyouandyouareheadoverheelsinlove

withme.

Nene:(laughed)Nexyang.

Lerumo:(laughed)Ouch!

Nene:(laughed)I'mjoking.Youcharmedmealittle.

Butfeelingsno.Idon'tfallinlovewithsomeoneat

firstsight.Ineedtoseehowyouarefirstandhow

youbehaveincertainsituations.

Lerumo:Samehere.I'mlikethattooanditalways

worked.Idon'twanttoendupwithadumbslay

Queen.



Asmallboystoodinthecounterandcalledoutto

Nene

Nene:Letmegetthat.

Lerumo:Sure.

Shestoodonthecounterandattendedthesmall

boyasLerumosatdownandpressedhisphone

AtTheSalon

Thesamedaythehairdresserdidafewtouchups

onTania'sScurl.Thenshegotupthenpaidand

walkedoutaseveryonestaredather

Woman1:I'veneverseenScurllooksogoodon

someone.

Woman2:Thecomplexionismakingeverything



evenbetter.ShelookslikeanIndian.(Lookedatthe

hairdresser)Issheyourcustomer?

Hairdresser:Yeah.Shealwaysdoesherhairhere.

Woman3:ShelookslikeanIndianactress,Shruti

Sharma.ShewasonEvileye.

TheycontinuedtalkingmeanwhileTaniaspoketo

hersisteronthephonewhilewaitingforanUber

withplasticsinherhandsoutside

Tania:He'llbesentencedtomorrow.

Sister:Willyoubethere?

Tania:(sighed)IwantedtogosohecanseethatI'll

alwaysbethereandalsofindoutwherethey'lltake

him.

Sister:Thenwhycan'tyougo?

Tania:I'mscared.I'mjustscaredoflookinghimin

theeyewhenIknowthathedideverythingforme

andQamata.Idon'tknowwhyhewouldputhimself



inthatsituation.

Sister:JustgoTaniaandbethereforhim.Heneeds

you.Heprobablythinksthatyouareangrywithhim

whereheisandhe'sbeatinghimselfaboutit.It'llbe

hardforhimtogolikethatinprison.

Tania:(sighed)Okay.Sharp,we'llchattomorrow.

Sister:I'llcomeandvisittomorrow.

Tania:Okay.

AnUberstoppedinfrontofherassheopenedthe

doorandsteppedinside

AtSindi'sHouse

Shegotupfromthecouchandwenttoopenthe

doorasshelockedeyeswithXhanti.Herheart

skipped



Xhanti:Sawubona.

Helethimselfinandstoodagainstthecabinet

staringather.Sheswallowedthenturnedand

lookedathim

Sindi:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Xhanti:Icameheretoseeyou.

Sindi:I'malesbian.

Xhanti:Younot.Dressinglikeaboydoesn'tmake

youaboy.

Sindi:IneversaidIwas.Lesbianandaboyaretwo

differentthings.

Xhanti:Exactly.AndYouareneitherofthem.

Hegotclosertoherashismainlycologneevoked

hernose



Xhanti:Icameheretotellyouthatdon'tbesuprised

whenyoudon'tseemeforafewdays.I'llseeyou

whenIcomeback.ButI'llcallyou.

Hekissedhercheekthenwalkedout.Shequickly

closedthedoorandstoodagainstthedoorasshe

closedhereyesbreathingheavily.

AtNene'sIceCreamStore

ShestoodinfrontofLerumoasheopenedhiscar

thenlookedather

Lerumo:I'llseeyoutomorrow.I'llcomeandhaveice

creamwithmygentsat12.

Nene:Policemeneaticecreams?

Lerumo:(laughed)Yahdon'tforgeticecreamisfor

everyone.

Nene:Okaythen.I'llbeexpectingyou.



Theyhuggedtightlyashesoftlykissedherlips

unexpectedly.Shepausedforasecondthenclosed

hereyesreceivingit.Hesealeditwithababykiss

andlookedather

Lerumo:I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Nene:(blushed)Sharp.

Hesmiledthengotinhiscaranddroveoff.She

watchedituntilitdisappearedwhileblushingand

brushingherlips.Thiswasafirsttimeamandid

thistoher.Withjustasmile,herheartwouldpound

andherbodywouldreact.Nowwithhiskiss,damnit

waseverything.Hismouthsmelledgoodandhis

lipswereverysoft.Everythingabouthimwasjust

soenthralling.It'sokaytohavealittlecrushon

someoneandhavejustalittlepieceofthem.As

longasshedoesn'tcatchfeelings.Shethoughthe'll

disappointherandnotactuallybeaplayerbut

hearinghimsayheonlywantedtofuckherproved



herrightandthatmadehersad.Menthough.She

sighedthengotinside

AtMyHouse

Intheevening,ItuckedKeanutosleepandcovered

himwithablanket.Igotupfromthebedandlimped

tothebathroom.Itookaleak,wipedmyselfand

washedmyhandsbeforeIlimpedbacktomyroom.

IheardQhawe'sphoneringingasIwasaboutto

dozeoff.Thiswasweirdcausehealwayshashis

phonewithhim.Hemusthaveleftit.Igotupand

lookedaroundforituntilIfounditinthecloset.

Taniawascalling.Iswearmyheartstoppedfora

second.Itookadeepbreathandpickedup

Tania:(Whispered)Therearesomepeoplestealing

bricksoutside.Pleasecomeandhelp.I'mscared.

Theymightcomeinside.Iheardoneofthemsaying

theymustgetinside.



Me:...

Tania:Pleasehurryup.

Me:Whereareyou?

Tania:...

Me:Whyyoucallingmyhusband?

Sheimmediatelyhungup.

TOBECONTINUED.....

TheGoodWife
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AtTania'sHouse

Shestoodagainstthedoorwhilelisteningtothem

takingherbricksuntilshecouldn'thearthem

anymore.Shesighedrelievedandsatdownonthe

chair.Sheshouldhaveknownthatthey'llstealthe



bricks.Whatdidsheexpect?ThisisOrangeFarm.

Sheshouldhavehiredsomeonewithaguntolook

afterthem.Nowshe'llhaveanunfinishedhouse.

Qhawewillprobablytakehiscardnowthathiswife

knows.Shit!Sheshouldn'thavecalled.

THENEXTMORNING

IstoodacrossthemirrorasIdidmymakeup.Idrew

myeyebrowscorrectlyandsprayedmyfacewith

MakeupSettingsprayonceIwasdonewiththe

wholemakeupandgotup.Keanuwasseatedonthe

bedplayingwithhistoys.Ihadputcushionsaround

himsohedoesn'tfall.Iputinmyblockheelsand

grabbedthebags.MyphonerangasIstaredatthe

unknownnumber.IsighedasIpicked

Qhawe:HeyMama.

Me:Hi.

Qhawe:Areyouokay?How'sKeanu?



Me:He'sfine.

Qhawe:Areyoufine?

Me:Yeah.

Qhawe:Okay.I'llseeyouguysonTuesday.

Me:Okay.

Qhawe:Whydoyousoundlikethat?Didsomething

happen?

Me:Comehomefirstsowecantalk.

Qhawe:What'sgoingon?

Me:ChaweIsaidcomehomefirstsowecantalk.

Ihungup.Hecalledmeagain,Ishouldhaveknown.

Me:Chawe.

Qhawe:Don'thanguponme.What'sgoingon?

Me:(Sighed)Who'sTania?

Qhawe:...



Me:Don'tanswerthatcauseIalreadyknowthe

answer.YoucandoanythingChaweanythingbut

notcheating.Please,Thatwillbreakme.

Qhawe:Don'teverthinklikethatagain.I'llnever

cheatonyou.Noonewilleversatisfymelikeyou

do.YouaretheonlywomanIloveandcrazyabout.

Me:..

Qhawe:Taniaisafriend'sgirlfriend.Hedidmeabig

favourandnowI'mreturningitbytakingcareofhis

family.

Me:Why?Whereishe?Whatfavour?

Qhawe:It'sbusinessandyouknowIcan'ttellyou

that.

Me:Okay.

Qhawe:Iloveyou.

Me:..

Qhawe:RachelIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Qhawe:I'llseeyousoon.Don'tworryaboutTania.



Me:Bye.

Qhawe:IloveyouMama.

Me:(Blushed)

Hehungup.IpickedKeanuupandgrabbedthe

bags.

AtIthembaMine

ThesamedayLesedisteppedinsideZenze'soffice

andlookedathiminspectingthediamonds.He

smiledlookingher.

Zenze:Hi.

Lesedi:Hi.

Zenze:Howareyou?

Lesedi:Great.IjustcameheretotellyouthatI'llbe

movingoutwithLukhanyooncehegetsdischarged.



SoI'llbringhimherewheneveryouwanthim.

Zenze:(Frowned)Where?

Lesedi:Sandton.

Zenze:Whodoyouknowthere?

Lesedi:Why?YouthinkIdon'thavethemoneyto

rentthere?

Zenze:Yes.Younotmovinginwithmysonatyour

boyfriend'splace.

Lesedi:Wellunfortunatelythat'snotforyouto

decide.Ijustcameheretoinformyou.Youshould

behappythatI'mallowingyoutomeethimafter

everythingthatyouandyourwitchgirlfrienddid.

Zenze:Mysonisnotgoingthere.I-

Lesedi:Bye.

Shewalkedoutwhilehelefteverythingandrubbed

hisface.MinuteslaterAyandasteppedinsidewith

alunchbox.



Ayanda:Hey.

Zenze:Hi.

Ayanda:Iboughtyoulunch.

Zenze:Thanks.

Ayanda:Areyouokay?IthinkIsawLesediwhenI

drovein.

Zenze:Shewashere.

Ayanda:Whatdidshesay?

Zenze:ShewantsLukhanyotomoveinwithherand

theboyfriend.

Ayanda:YohIdon'tknowwhattosay.Idon'twantto

sayanythingactually.Whatwillyoudo?

Zenze:I'llsee.

Ayandashookherheadandhandedhimhis

lunchbox

ThesamedayNenelookedattheblackcloudsas



shegrabbedajacketandtookherthings.She

walkedoutsideandlockedherdoor.Herphonerang

asshelookedatthescreenandpicked

Nene:Hello?

Musa:Heyhowareyou?Ihaveaproblemherewith

Ithana.Canyoucometonightsowecandiscuss

howwe'llresolvethis.

Nene:Whathappened?

Musa:She'ssoaggresivethesedays.She'sbeen

bullyingagrade1learner.Ifoundoutaboutthis

fromherteachertoday.

Nene:OkayI'llbethere.

Shewalkedoutsidethecarasthepolicecardrove

herdirection.Shelookedatitoncethencontinued

walking.Itdroveslowlywhenitgottoherasthe

windowrolleddown.Sheputonastraightfaceand

continuedwalking



Voice:Oreneile.

Nene:(Suprised)Lerumo.

Lerumo:(smiled)Youwerereadytoignorewhoever

itwasinhere.

Nene:(Smiled)

Lerumo:Getinside.

Hestoppedthecarassheopenedthedoorand

climbedinside.Hecarelesshercheekandsoftly

kissedher.Sheheldherbagstraptightlyand

closedhereyes.Hehadsoftlylipsandhistouch

justmadeherdizzyalittle.Hehadthiseffectonher.

Hesealedthekisswithababykissandstaredin

hereyes

Lerumo:It'sgoingtorainsoon.Willyoumanageat

thestore?

Nene:Yeah.Somepeoplemightbuy.Idon'twantto

missoutonthat.



Lerumo:Isee.

AtFerah'sHouse

Itookthelasagneoutoftheovenandputitonthe

table.Ipulledtheglovesoutandputthemnextto

thelasagna.Ferahsteppedinsidethekitchenand

lookedatme

Ferah:He'ssleeping

Me:Okay.

Ferah:(laughed)Cinnamonmixture.

Me:Pleasedon'tremindmeaboutthat.Ialmostdied.

Ferah:(laughed)Stopexaggerating.Thatmixtureisa

realdeal.Qhawenowrespectsyou.Novaginawill

begoodasyours.

Me:Hehasalwaysrespectedme.Thatthingwas

justforfun.KanaChawecouldn'tstopwenaFerah.

Iwasshaking.Iwaslimping.Iwasnumb.



Ferah:(laughed)Ahaaa.

Me:Nomore.Where'sthewine?

Shetookitoutofthecabinetandhandeditover

Ferah:Yourlasagnalookssogood.

Me:Ittastesgoodtoo.

Ferah:Dishup.

Me:Okay.

Ferah:Whenlastdidyoudoasurgery?

Me:(sighed)Weeksback.

Ferah:Atleasttomorrowyou'llbethere.Ididthe

surgerytoowiththechiefofsurgeryofapregnant

woman.Whenweopenthewomb,there'snothing.

Me:PhantomPregnancy.

Ferah:(sighed)Yeah.Thecoupleweremad,creating

asceneandeverything.



IpulledastoolandsatdownasIdishedup

AtNene'sIceCreamStore

ShepackedeverythingasLerumohelpedher.It

wasrainingheavilyoutside

Nene:Wehavetowaitforittoslowdownfirst.

Lerumo:Itwon'tslowdownnow.Let'sgo.

Heheldherhandastheysteppedoutside.

Lerumo:Runtothecar.

Sheranleavinghimlockingthestore.Oncehewas

done,herantothecarandclimbedinside.Hethen

droveoff.



SomewhereontheN1road

Thatnight,Qhawelookedatthetruckheadingtheir

directionashespokeonthewalkietalkiealerting

othersandaskedthemabouttheothertrucks.It

wasrainingheavilyandthiswaskindofworrying.

Buttheyhadtodothis.

Xhanti:Let'sdothis.

Theystoodinfrontofthetruckasthedriver

immediatelyhitthebrakes.Beforehegrabbedhis

phoneXhantiwasalreadyinsidethetruckashe

pointedagunonhisheadandtookthephone

Xhanti:Where'sthecard?

Heshowedhimhiscardashiswholebodyshook



Qhawe;(speakingonthewalkietalkie)Didyoucatch

thetwotrucks?

Voice:Yes.

Qhawe:Getinsideandgetthegold.Usehiscardand

takehimwithyou.

HelookedatthedriverasXhantigrabbedhisneck

andgothimatthebackonthetruck.Qhawelooked

aroundashesteppedinsideanddroveoffwith

Sambuloonhisside

TOBECONTINUED.....

TheGoodWife

#54

THESAMENIGHT

QhawestoppedthetruckInthemiddleofnowhere



astherainpouredheavily.Hesteppedoutwith

Sambuloandjumpedinthebackofthetruck.The

driverwasopeningthesafewhileXhantihadagun

onhishead.Thedriver'shandsshookwhilehe

openedthesafe.Afterafewminutesthesafe

openedandrevealedthegold.Theyalllookedat

eachother

Qhawe:Thisfuckerislivinglarge.

Theypackedthegoldinbags.Afterafewminutes

theyclimbedoff.Theylookedatthedriverashe

shookuncontrollably.Xhantitookhisgunoutand

shothimstraightinhisheartthenhefelldown.

Theyjumpedinacaranddroveoff.Qhawespoke

withhisteamsonthewalkietalkieastheydroveoff

AtNene'sHouse

ShehandedLerumoahotcupofteaandsatacross



him.

Nene:(Nervous)Younotworkingtonight?

Lerumo:Iam.

Nene:Okaysowhenareyouleaving?It'sgettinglate.

Lerumo:(Smiled)Youkickingmeout?

Nene:(Stuttered)No.I..Ijustwanttosleep.

Heheldherhandsandkissedthem

Lerumo:Don'tfeeluncomfortablewiththissituation.

Iknowyougoingtofixit.

Nene:(Faintlysmiled)

Heputtheteadownandleanedoverashekissed

her.Thenhepulledherbyherwaistastheystood

up.Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckashe

Frenchkissedher.Hesqueezedherassasthey



breathedheavilystaggeringaround.Nene

unbuttonedhisshirtstillkissinghim.Hetookher

topoffandcuppedhersmallbreastsonhisone

hand.Itfilledhiswholehand.Nenepulledoutand

lookedathim

Lerumo:(breathingheavily)What?

Nene:C..Condom.

Lerumo:Idon'thaveone.

Nene:(lickedherlips)Wecan'tdoitwithoutthe

condom.

Hekissedherandsqueezedherbreastsasshe

moanedsoftly.Hesealeditwithababykissand

lookedather

Lerumo:Youright.

Nene:..

Lerumo:Letmeleave.Ican'tstayherewithyouany



longer.Iwon'tcontrolmyself.

Nene:(laughed)Goodnight.Bringcondomsnexttime.

Hechuckledandkissedheragainthensteppedout.

Nenewatchedhimashegotinhiscarthenwaved

beforedrivingoff.Shelockedthedoorandstood

againstitwhileshesmiled.Thatwouldhavebeena

bombsex.Thewayhekissedherandgropedher

assandbreasts.Damnmancarrycondomswith

younexttime,wtf!

AtMyHouse

ThenextmorningIgotreadyforworkandalsogot

KeanureadytotakehimtoMa.Ifedhimhisbaby

foodandwipedhismouthonceIwasdone.Iwent

tothegaragewiththebagsandputtheminsidethe

car.ThenwentbackinandtookKeanu.Istrapped

himonhisseatthenwenttolockthedoorbeforeI

droveoff.



AFTERAFEWHOURS

IparkedthecaroutsidetheyardandtookKeanu

out.KutlwanowalkedtowardsusandtookKeanuin

hisarms

Kutlwano:HeyMoya(air).Imissedyou.

Me:(laughed)Yougotreadyearlytoday.

Kutlwano:Yep.Ihavetoattendaclassbeforethe

exam.Wearerevising.

Wewalkedinside

Me:Whyyourevisinginthemorning?

Kutlwano:Toremindourselves.

Westeppedinside.Mawasseatedonthechair



sewing

Me:Goodmorning.

Ma:Hey.Howareyou?

Me:(Smiled)I'mgood.

KutlwanowentwithKeanutohisroom.

Me:I'llseeyoulater.Bye.

Ma:Byemybaby.

Iwalkedtomycarandgotinthendroveoff

AMONTHLATER

AtThePark



NenekissedLerumoonhislipsandsmiledbefore

steppingoutofhiscar.ShehurriedtowhereMusa

andthekidsweresittingandjoinedthem

Nene:(Smiled)Heybabies.

ThekidshuggedherexceptforIthana

Nene:(ToMusa)Hey.

Musa:Canwetalkprivately?

Nene:Uhmokay.

Theygotupfromthematandstoodalittlefarfrom

them

Musa:(swallowed)I'mnotagainstyoumovingon

butcanyoustopdoingitinfrontofthekids?

Nene:(frowned)Infrontofthekidshow?Whatdo



youmean?

Musa:Theysawyoukissinghimnow.Pluswhat

happenedlastweek.

Nene:(sighed)Theydidn'tseeanythinglastweek.

Youaretheolderonehenceyouwerequickto

understandwhathappenedlastweek.Pleasestop

tryingtodictateme.I'maverygoodmanandmy

kidsarehappy.

Musa:Ithana?

Nene:She'shappy.

Musa:Shedidn'tevenhugyouwhenyousatdown

withusandyoudidn'tnotice.

Nene:Ithanaisachildandshe'sangrythatI'm

movingonwithanothermanbutI'llconvinceher

andshowher.Don'tworryIthanaismychildtoo

andIloveherthesamewayIloveNeo,Mosaand

Thapelo.

Shewentandsatdownonthematwiththekids.

Musalookedatherashisthroatburned.



AtEva&Sambulo'sHouse

Me,AyandaandEvapreparedthesaladsasThe

guysdidthemeatoutside.Keanuwaswith

Kutlwano

Eva:Ithinkisstrangethattherearesomepeopleout

therewhodoesn'tfeelpainwhentheyarehurt.Even

whentheyarestabbedandbleedingheavilythey

feelnothing.

Ayanda:It'scrazy.Youonlyfeelnumbandthat'sall.

Me:Yepthat'sCIPAforyou.

WeputthesaladsonthetableasIwalkedinside

thehouseandtookthewineoutthenwalkedback

outside.Weallsettleddownaswestartedeating

whilechatting.



Aswewerestillseated,Iheardafewgunshots

soundsasQhawequicklygrabbedmyarmand

mademelieunderthetable.MyheartskippedasI

laidflatontheground.Everythinghappenedsofast

thatIdidn'tevenseeanythinguntilKeanucried

repeatedlyandIsnappedofit.WhenIlookedonmy

side,Qhawewasnotaround.Ilookedaroundand

spottedKeanuinAyanda'sarms.Isighedrelieved

andlookedaround.Allthemenwerenothere

exceptforZenze.Thegunshotssoundsdieddown

aswealllookedateachotherandgotup.

Ayanda:(Screamed)Kutlwano.

TOBECONTINUED.....
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Myeyesmovedaroundasmyheartskipped.I

quicklyrantoKutlwano'sside.Hewasgroaning

whileholdinghistighlayingontheground

Me:ohmygod!

Igrabbedanapkinonthetableandcoveredhis

woundwhileputtingpressureonit.

Me:(crying)Someonecalltheambulance.

IlookedatKutlwanoashecriedloudly

Me:Sssh.Don'tpanic.Yougoingtobefine.I

promise.

Kutlwano:(crying)It'spainful.



Ilookedathimthenbackathiswound.The

ambulancewilltakehourstogethere.Ilookedat

thesharpknifeonthetableandabottleofScotch.I

closedmyeyesandexhaled.Igotupandgrabbed

theknifeandthebottle.Qhaweranbacktowardsus

aloneandcameonmyside

Qhawe:Don'tdothat.Heneedstogotothehospital.

Me:(Sniffled)Whatifhewon'tmakeit?

Qhawe:Hewill.

HepickedhimupandhurriedtohiscarasI

followedbehindhim.Ikickedmyheelsoffand

steppedinside.Hegotinhissideandhitthe

acceleratorashespedoff.IputKutlwano'slegon

mylapandcontinuedpressingonthewound.Afew

minuteslaterwegotinsidethehospitalasQhawe

immediatelypickedhimupandraninsidewhileI

followedbehind.Theyimmediatelysenthimtothe

OTaswestoodoutsidewaiting.



Isankdownonthefloorandcried.Qhawepulled

meclosertohimandmademestandupasheheld

metightly

Me:(crying)Yousaidyouweregoingtoprotectus.

Qhawe:Iknow.

Me:(Crying)NotKutlwanoChawe.

Qhawe:He'sgoingtobeokay.Ipromise.I'mgoing

tofindthepeoplewhodidthis.

Me:(Crying)NotKutlwano.Nothim.

IwrappedmyarmsaroundhimasIcriedloudly

AtEva&Sambulo'sHouse

ThepolicecarsdroveintheyardasAyandaandEv

lookedateachother.Lethujumpedoutonthe



vehiclewithDetectiveTauandwalkedtowards

them

Lethu:(Worried)Heyareyouguysokay?What's

goingon?

Sindirantowardsthegatewithherbagasshe

droppeditdownandrantowardsthem.Theyall

turnedandlookedather.ShehuggedAyandaas

shesniffledonhershoulder

Sindi:It'sokay.(ToEva)Youokay?

Eva:I'mfine.

Tau:Theneighborscalledusandinformedusabout

theshooting.Whatreallyhappened?

Eva:Wewereeatingandtheycameoutofnowhere

andjuststartedshootingatus.

Tau:Noonedied?

Eva:..



Tau:Didyouseewhoitwas?

Eva:..

Tau:I'maskingyousomething.

Eva:Youshouldjustleaveifyouareheretotauntus.

Howcanyouasksuchquestions?Wedidn'teven

callyouher.

SheclickedhertongueandheldthesleepyKeanuin

herarmstightlysohewon'tfall

Lethu:Uhm,Iseveryoneokay?

Eva:Yeah.

Tau:Wherearethosebrothers?

Eva:(sighed)I'mgoingtoputhimtobed.Sinditake

careofAyanda,I'mcoming.

ShewalkedinsideasTaugaveheralook



Lethu:Ayandadidyouprobablyseeanything.

Ayanda:(Shaking)No.

Lethu:(sighed)Okay.We'llhavetotalktoQhaweor

anyofthesebrotherssowefindinformationand

getthosepeopleinjail.

Sindi:Siyabonga(Thankyou)

LethunoddedthenwalkedbacktothecarwithTau.

AyandasatdownasSindigaveherwater

Sindi:Wherearethey?

Ayanda:Idon'tknow.Ithinktheyranafterthemor

something.ButBhut'Qhawecameandtook

Kutlwanotothehospital.

Sindi:Ohmygodhe'sshot?

Ayanda:Y..Yes.

AtMusa'sHouse



Thesameday,NeneandMusasatdownwiththe

kidsastheyfacedeachother

Nene:IknowyouguysnoticedthatmeandDaddy

nolongerstaytogetherright?

Them:(Nodded)

Nene:It'sbecausewearenolongertogether.Iwant

youtoknowthatnomatterwhathappens,I'llbe

therewhenyouneedme.I'msorryforneglecting

youguysatsomepoint.I'mreallysorry.Youguys

aremybabiesandIloveyou.

Ithana:WhyareyouandDaddynolongertogether?

Musa:Becausewearenotcompatibleanymore.

That'swhywedecidedtoseparateandjustmove

onandbehappywithouteachother.Wecan'tlive

togetherifwearenotcompatible.

Nene:Butthatdoesn'tmeanwehateeachother.We

stilltalktoeachotheranddiscussaboutyourfuture.

Ithana:(Tearfully)IwantyoutogetherMama.Iwant



ustostaytogether.

Nene:(Sighed)Iknowbabybutwecan't.Wearenot

happytogether.

Musalookedatherashisthroatburned.He

exhaledandlookedaway

Mosa:(Lowertone)Okay.

Nene:(Smiled)Weloveyouguyssomuchandwe'll

alwaysbethere.

Sheheldtheirhandsandcombinedthemtogether

AtMyHouse

Laterthatday,Westeppedinsidethehouse.I

climbedonthestairsandwenttoKeanu'snursery.I

changedhim,gavehimmilkandtuckedhimin.



QhawesteppedinsideasIsatdownonthefloor.He

satnexttomeandputhisarmaroundmy

shoulders

Qhawe:He'sfine.

Me:...

Qhawe:SambuloandXhantifoundthem.

Me:And?Didtheykillthem?

Helookedatmeshockedtheneventuallynodded.I

laidmyheadonhischest

Me:I'msurethisisthelasttimethishappened.

Qhawe:Ofcourse.Thiswillneverhappenagain.It

shouldn'thavehappenedinthebeginning.

Me:WhenImarriedyou,youpromisedmethatyou'll

protectme.Butyoufailing.

Qhawe:...



Me:I'msodisappointed.Ithoughtyouwereallthat.

Qhawe:..

Me:ManupChaweandprotectyourfamily.

Igotupandwalkedout

TOBECONTINUED....
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AttheWeddingVenue

Guestsbegantoarriveataroundmiddayandtook

theirseatswaitingfortheweddingceremonyto



begin.MeanwhileinsidetheHotel,Thebridesaton

thechairacrossthemirrorastheyfixedher

makeup.Herphonerangasshelookedather

friendsandblushed

Friend:(Answer)Baeisanxious,answerthecall

Tlhalefo.

Tlhalefosmiledasshepicked.Musa'sfacefilled

thescreen

Musa:(Smiled)HeyMrsNgcobotobe.

Tlhalefo:(Blushed)HeyMrNgcobo.

Musa:I'mwaitingforyoubabe.Hurryupandcome

tomakemeyourhusband.

Tlhalefo:(Smiled)I'llbetherewithin20minutes.

Musa:That'salongtime.

Tlhalefo:Havepatiencebaby.



Musa:(Smiled)Iwill.Iloveyou.

Tlhalefo:(Smiled)Iloveyoutoo.

AFTERANHOUR

IthanaandNeoheldthebasketscarryingflowersin

theirhandsastheypouredthemdown.Afew

minuteslaterTlhalefowalkeddowntheAislewith

herfather.TamiaTheWayILoveYouplayedonthe

speakersasshesmiledlookingathim

AtTheHospital

Nenelookedattheweddingpicturestrendingon

Facebookandswallowed.Everyonewastalking

abouthowbeautifulandexpensivethewedding

was.Shetookadeepbreathcalmingherselfdown

beforeshewalkedinsidetheDoctor'soffice



Doctor:MissSenatle.

Shesatacrosshimandsighed

Doctor:Howyoufeeling?

Nene:Numb.I'mstilltryingtocomeintermswithit.

Doctor:Youarestillinstage3.Wewillbeableto

shrinkdownthetumor.I'vebroughtoneofmy

friendsfromtheUK.He'sanoncologist.He'llbe

helpingme.Sothiswillbeasmoothprocess.You

havenothingtoworryabout.

Nene:(Sniffled)Idon'tthinkI'lleverrecoverfromthis.

HowdoIlivewithoutbreasts?Nomanwilleverfind

meattractiveanymore.

Doctor:Rememberthisisaboutyourhealth.Ifyou

don'tdothis,yougoingtodie.Don'tthinkabout

anyoneelse,especiallyaman.Amanwholovesyou

willacceptyouwithallyourflaws.



Neneshookherheadastearsrolleddownher

cheeks.Musa'smarriagemadeitveryworseforher.

Shefeltherwholelifebreakingapart

AtMyHouse

Islowlysatdownonthebedasacontractionhitme

again.IcalledMa

Ma:Heybaby,I'llbetherein20seconds.Paul-

Me:Ithinkit'snear.

Ma:Youhavingcontractions?

Me:(Bitmylowerlip)Yeah.Nowit'sgettingworse.

Ma:I'mcoming.

Shehungupasthekidsraninsidewhilethrowinga

ballaround



Me:Guysgoandplayoutside.Go!Where'sKeanu?

Kami:He'sinhisroom.

Me:Okaygooutsidenow.

Kiara:MommyIwanticecream.

Me:OkayI'mcoming.Goandplay.

TheyranoutsideasItookadeepbreath.Myphone

rangasIlookedatthecallerdetails.Iignoreditand

brushedmybump.ItcontinouslyrangasIpicked

upangrily

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Paul:I'mcomingwithMa.Iwanttobetherewhen

mybabyisborn.

Me:HaiboYourbabykae?

Paul:Webothknowthat,thatismybaby.Youarenot

givingyourthugboyfriendmybaby.Overmydead

body.



Hehungup.Iswallowedthenclosedmyeyesas

anothercontractionhitmeagain.Afewminutes

laterMarushedinandpackedmybag.Shetookme

tothecarandgotinsidetooasthedriverdroveoff

whileThekidsremainedbehindwiththenanny.

AtTheHospital

IlookedatPaulstandingbesidesme.

Ma:Ineedawashroom.I'mcoming.

Shewalkedout.Itookmyoxygenmaskoffand

glaredatPaul

Me:Canyounotdothis?Idon'tneedthisrightnow.

Justleaveplease.ThisisChawe'sbaby.



Paul:ThisismybabyKgaogelo.Wemadethisbaby

togetherbeforeevenYourthugboyfriendreturned

fromwhatonlyGodknows.Ifitwashis,hewould

havebeeneightmonths.

Me:Chawewillbeheresoon.Pleaseleave.Don't

ruinmymarriage.He'llkillus.

Paul:Idon'tcare.

Me:(Crying)Stopbeingstubborn.Iwon'tdenyyour

baby.Letmegivebirthfirstandseeifthebabyis

yours.We'llevendotheDNAtests.Justleave.

ThedooropenedandQhawesteppedin.Myheart

skippedabit.Helookedatmethenwalkedtowards

me.Hekissedmeandwipedmytears

Qhawe:I'mherenow.Areyouokay?

Me:(Nodded)

Paulsteppedout



Qhawe:IcamehereassoonasIcould.

Me:(Faintsmile)

AFTERAFEWHOURS

Qhawetookavideowhileholdingmyotherhandas

Ipushedforthelasttime.Thebabypoppedoutas

theytookhimoutandcoveredhimwithablanket.

Hecriedloudly.Qhawesmiledandgavethecamera

toMa.Hecuthisumbilicalcordthenheldhilinhis

arms.Thenhebroughthimtomeandputhimon

mychest

Qhawe:(smiled)HelookexactlylikeKeanu.

IlookedathimasIsighedrelieved.Iputmyhand

aroundhimandbrushedhisback



Midwife:Weneedtobathhim.

AtLesedi'sHouse

ShelookedatthepicturesthatKgaogelosentand

smiled.Lukhanyosteppedinsidetheroomwith

dirtyboots.Lesedilookedathim

Lesedi:Heihei!Takethosebootsoffandgowash

yourfeet.LookatwhatyoudidLukhanyo.

Hetookhisbootsoffandranout.Minuteslater

Lesedi'sboyfriendsteppedinsideandsatnextto

her.Hekissedherandputhisarmaroundher

shoulders.Sheshowedhimthepics

Lesedi:(Smiled)HelookexactlylikeKeanu.

Him:Theseboyslookexactlyliketheirfatherwhile

thegirlslookliketheirmother.Iwantsomethinglike



thattoo.

Lesedi:(laughed)Whenwegetmarried.

Him:Mhmm.

AtTheHospital

Thewholefamilywasheretoseethebaby.Hewas

inthecotsleeping.Theycouldn'tstoptouchinghim

untilQhaweputhisfootdownandtoldthemtolet

himrest

Xhanti:Youguysgiveyourbabiesweird

names,WhatthehellisKiari?Soit's

Keanu,Kami,KiaraandKiari?

Ayanda:(laughed)Kardashiantendencies.

Eva:Ialsowanttogivemybabiesnamesofthe

samealphabet.IhaveSiphokuhlenow,nextis

Siphokazithenkanjalokanjalo.



Wealllaughedaswechatted.Aftersometimethey

leftandIslept.Qhaweremainedbehindforawhile

theneventuallyleft.Hedidn'twantto,Ihadtoforce

him.Smh!

**sigh**I'msorelievedthattheBabyisnotPaul's

honestly.Qhawewouldhavelostit.Icouldhaveran

awayatsomepointbutIthinkdeepdownIknew

thebabywasQhawe's.

Istartedthisjourneyasayoungwoman,abrilliant

neurosurgeonwhowashopelessinlife.AlthoughI

didn'tdwellupalotonthatorshowedyoumore

rather.

TheonlythingthatkeptmestrongwasMylittle

brotherandmyjob.Nothingelse.

ThenIgotinaElevatoronedayandmylife

drasticallychanged.Iwonderwhatcouldhave



happenedHadInotdonethat?ImetHIMand

nothingwaseverthesameanymore.Butforthe

better.

Iknowthejourneywasshortbutthat'sallthatIhad

togiveyou.Wehadourhappyandsadmoments.

Somedayswerehorribleandsomedaysweregood.

I'mgladthatyoustuckaroundforthislong.Thank

you.

MynameisKgaogeloRachelMath-No.Kgaogelo

RachelPhakathwayoandthiswasmystory.THE

GOODWIFE.

>>>THEEND>>>


