
Piecesontheground

Season1

IthinkthegreatestmistakeIevermadewas

lettinghimgettome.Ilethimundermyskin.I

letmyselfgounderhim.Ilethiminsideofme.I

dontknowreallyIdon't.WhydidIevenlookhis

way?HowcccouldIletmyselffallforhim?I....I

lethimhavemethewayhewanted.Andnowhe

hasn'tcalledme.Nohehasn'ttextedme.He

tookmynumbers.Hetookmyflippinnumbers

and4dayslaterthereisabsolutelynothing

fromhim.Whydon'tIeverlearn?WhydidIlet

Tshegodragmetothatstupidrestaurantor

puborloungewhateverthehellitis.Why?Why

amIsonaïve.Thisbitchiness!WheredidIgetit

from?IamprobablythedumbestpersonIknow

Andnow...allIfeelhistouch,hislipsonmy

skin..hiswarmthbreathagainstmyneckand

theimageofhisfaceinmymind...
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Iwokeuptothesoundofrunningwater,Iwas

naked,myheels,jeans,bodysuit,lacebraand

pantyonthefloor.Myhandbagonacouchright

atthecorner.Therewasnoonenexttome.I

hadabangingheadache.Ireachedforthe

bottleofwateronthepedestalanddrankup.

AfterthatIputmyclothesonandminuteslater,

asIwasstrugglingtoputmyshoeon,thewater

stoppedrunningandthedooropen.Hehadjust

thetowelwrappedaroundhim.

"Youneedhelpwiththat?"

Me:NoI....

Hewasalreadyonhisknee,helpingmeputmy

shoeon.



Me:that'stootight.

Heunfastenedthestrings.

"IsthatbetterMsKelly?"

Me:Itis.

"YouhaveanothernamebesidesKelly?"

Me:Reabilwe.

"That'sabeautifulname"

Me:IpreferKelly.

"Youdon'twantsomethingtoeat?"

Me:No.Ijustwanttowashmyfaceandgo

home.

"Youstillremembermyname?"

Ipaused.Iwastoodrunk.Iknowitstartedwith

a"M"thoughora"L"



Me:Leon?

Hegiggled.

"Quitdrinking"

Me:Iknowright.

Isaidthatembarrassed.

"MusawenkosiLeornadoMabasa"

Me:Leornado?

Musa:yes.

Me:That'sanicename.

Musa:soisyoursmsRea.

Me:Kelly.



Musa:Pardonme.Breakfast?

Me:Ireallyneedtogohome.

Ilookedatmywatch.Itwas9:00.Churchhad

juststarted.OhdamnyouTshego!

Musa:I'lltakeyouhome.

Me:I'lljust...

Musa:I'lltakeyouhome.

Hiswordwasfinal.Iwenttowashmyface,

rinsedMymouthandreachedformintsassoon

asweleft.

Musa:youwork?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Where?



Me:Atacallcentre.

Musa:Whichcallcentre?Underwhichcompany?

Me:J&Rmarketing.

Musa:Youlookyoung

Me:I'm23

Musa:youlook21

Me:WellI'm23

Musa:youwanttoworkatacallcentreforthe

restofyourlife?

Hedroveareallynicemerc.2door.

Me:No.I'mstudyingHR.Parttime.

Musa:How'sthatgoing?

Me:Well.Doingmysecondyear.

Musa:That'snice.I'llhireyou.



Me:Whatdoyoudo?

Hetookadeepbreath.

Me:Youareacriminal?

Helaughed.

Musa:It'salonglist.

Me:We45minutesawayfrommyhouse.

Musa:Iownaauditingcompany.Have3

restaurants..Thatchesanyamayouwereatlast

nightismine..Ihave3gyms,asupermarket

withabakery,2otherlounges,taxis,sharesin...

Me:Okaystop.

Musa:Isittoolong?

Me:Yesitis.It'smakingmyheadacheworse.



Musa:Iapologize.

Me:SoItakeityouhaveabcomdegree?

Musa:Andanengineeringdegree.

Me:wow.Bespecific.

Musa:Mechanical.

Me:okaynice.

Musa:thankyouMsKelly.

Me:justKellywillbefine.

Musa:Younothungry?

Me:Ijustreallywanttogohome.

Musa:Pleasegivemeyournumber.

Itookhisphoneandpunchedinmynumber.

Me:HowshouldIsaveit?ONS?

Musa:ONS?



Me:Onenightstand.

Musa:no.Reabilwewillbefine

Isavedthem.

Musa:itsreallynotembarrassingstopstaring

outthewindow

Me:No.itsembarassingthatIsleptwith

someoneIhardlyknow.

Musa:Youknowmenow.

Me:right.

Musa:Youhavesomeone?

Me:No.

Musa:good.

Me:good?

Musa:Yes.Good.



Ikeptquiet.

Me:Canyoudrivefaster?

Musa:Youreallydon'twant...

Me:Yes.Ihavetogethomeplease!

HedrovefasterandIdirectedhim.

Musa:Youlivehere?

Me:Yes.

Musa:ina4roomedhouse?

Me;Itsenoughformyself,mymumandmy

sister.

Musa:LookReabilwe...

Me:No.Thanksfortheride.



Itookmybagandbangedthedoor.Iheardhim

say"ouch"butIdidn'tevenlookback.Iwas

angry.Iwasreallyangry.SowhatifIlivedina4

roomhouse?Itwasnice.Mymumhadmade

surethatitwasrenovated.Aluminumwindows,

fancydoor,nicegate,itwaspaved,agreatlawn

andgardenandwewerehappy.Tshegoand

mumwereatchurch.ThatIknew.TheirBibles

weren'tthere.AndTshegohadleftourbedroom

inamess,Iknewshehadmydresson.My

sisterthough!Ilovedher!Lovedlovedher!She

waslikemytwinsisterjust2yearsolderthan

me.Nochild!Verybubblybutalsostrict.I

cleanedthehouseinlessthan30minutesand

wenttotakeabathinthebathroomoutside.

Mumwasjustlikethat.Shehadbuilttwo

roomsandabathroomoutsidebutwouldn't

haveusliveintheminstead,shehadturnedone

intoastoreroomandtheotherintoalounge.It

hadcouches,aflatscreen,coffeetableand

musicsysteminit.AfterItookmybath,I



cookedupsomethingreallyfastforherand

wenttosleep.

"Out!Out!"

Ifeltwateronmybackandonmyfeet.

"OutinthenameofJesus"

Holywater!Yes.Itwasbeingsprinkledallover

me.

"Outdemon"

Me:Mama!

Shestopped.



Mum:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:We..wewentout.WithTshegoma.

Shewasstandingnexttoher.

Mum:Andshecameback.Wherewereyou?

Me:IsleptoveratBonga'splace.

Mum:Bongawasatchurchplayingthepiano.

OhCrap!

Me:Okayma,Iwaswithacolleaguewemetat

theplacewewentto.

Mum:Kannete?

Me:yesma.



Mum:Sowhydidntyoucomebackhome?

Me:Wegotcarriedaway,ItoldTshegothatI'd

followandweendedupinOtherplaces.

Mum:YoubetterprayandasktheLordfor

forgiveness.Youjustliedtome.

Ikeptquiet.

Mum:I'llprayforyoutoo.

Shelefttheroom.

Me:Mydress?

Tshego:itsnice..

Me:Right.

Tshego:sowheredidyougo?Iwaslookingfor

you.



Me:Iwaswiththeownerofthatplace.

Sheclosedthedoor.

Tshego:yousleptwithhim?

Mymouthdropped

Tshego:ReabilweMmapasekaKellyMolefe!

Shesoundedpissed

Me:no

Tshego:good

Me:yesma'am

Tshego:Good.Youlikehim?



Me:he'sarrogant..

Tshego:Ishecute?

Me:He'sveryhandsome.

Tshego:youneedanointingoil.

Welaughed.Wewentonforhoursandhours

andLeornadodidn'tcall.Evenafter4days.

Tshego:you'vebeenstaringatthatphonesince

youcamebackfromwork.

Me:Oh!I'mjust...

Tshego:waitingforMusatocall?

Inodded.

Tshego:Ithinkyouintoodeep.

Me:sis?



Tshego:Yeahwhat'swrong?

Me:Promiseyouwon'tbemad?

Tshego:Okay....

Me:I...Igaveituptohim.

Tshego:Yougavewha...whatyougaveupyour

virginitytoaguyyoudon'tevenknow?

Imovedmyeyesfromherface.

Tshego:Wow!JustwowMapaseka.Youare

verysmart!
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Shecouldbesojudgementalattimes!

Tshego:Didyouprotect?



Me:Yes.AndItookthemorningafterpills

Prettygavemethelasttime.

Tshego:thelasttime?

Me:Yeah.Justincase.

Tshego:Werentyousupposetowait?

Me:No.

Tshego:Youwere.

Me:Look,Youcanwait.Reallyyoucan.Tshego

waitfortherightmantocome.

Tshego:Reabilwewhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:Igottempted.Wealldo

Tshego:Youweren'tsupposeto.

Me:Tshego,ifyoucomfortablewithbeinga

virginattheageof25thenthat'sokaygoodfor

you

Tshego:Wepromisedmumwe'dwaittillafter

marriage.



Me:promisesbreak.

Tshego:Re...

Itookmyphoneandstormedout.Iwasangry

atmyselfto.nonotforlosingmyvirginity

beforemarriagebutsleepingwithsomeoneI

didn'tevenknow.Istoodatthegateforabout3

minsandatextcamein.

"Cometothekotacafé,canseeyoustressed"

ItwasBonga.Mybestfriend.Guyfriend.We

werequiteclose.Ihadtwofriends.Ella,the

childhoodbestfriendandBonga,thechildhood

bestfriendaswell.HeandEllaonlygotalong

formysake.Hewasverysmart,veryintelligent.

StudyingElectricalengineeringandaplayer.He

wassuchafuckboy!Luckily,hehadnochild.I

walkedtothekotacafé



Bonga:Youwantsomething?

Me:nothank...

Bonga:leSteakRollMmeFrancina.

Me:Wow.

Bonga:youlookhungry.

Me:Ialwayslookhungrytoyou.

Bonga:Youtoothin.

Ilaughed.

Me:NoI'mnot.

Bonga:yesyouare.

Me::I'ma32

Bonga:Mypointexactly.

Me:Youcrazy.



Bonga:Right?

Igiggled.

Me:How'sschool?

Hewasdoinghisfinalyear.Hestartedat

universityattheageof20.

Bonga:It'sokayyou?Work?

Me:Allgood.

Bonga:coping?

Me:Iam.

Bonga:stillWanttochangeyourcourse?

Me:Nah.I'menjoyingit.

Bonga:You'llberollinginit.



Me:Youthink?

Henodded.

Me:Iguess.

Bonga:what'swrongAbilwe?

Helikedcallingmethat.

Me:Nothing.

Bonga:Dontlietome.

Me:Nothing.

Bonga:Hey!

Itookadeepbreath.



Me:letsgetourgoodfirst

Bonga:Mustbeserious.

Me:Itis.

Bonga:yougotprayedforonSunday?

Ilaughed.

Me:andanointed

Bonga:holywater?

Me:Yep!

Webothlaughed.

Bonga:MrsMolefeNe?

Me:Onlydadcouldhandleher.

Bonga:Youmisshimdon'tyou?



Me;Alot.

Myfather!Wow...averystrongman!Heloved

mymotherdearly.Andusbutobviouslyloved

mummore.Theywerebestfriends.Howmum

survivedsolongwithouthimshocksme.Dad

passedonwhenIwas16.Inacaraccident.A

speedingcarlostcontrolandmyfatherdied

rightthereandthen.Hewasanincredibleman!

Andsincethen...Mumgotmoredevotedto

Church.She'soneofthepreachersbytheway

soIthinkyouknowunderstandwhyIwas

anointed.Andwhyshewascastingoutdemons.

Bonga;I'msorry.

Me:itsokay.

Bonga;So...

WegotourfoodAndwenttochillinhisroom.



Hismotheradoredme

MrsMthombeni.Bonga'sfamilywaswelloff

andtheywereverynicepeople.

Me:Where'syourmum?

Bonga:Shopping..

Me:solikeher.

Bonga:sowhat'sup?

Itookanotherdeepbreath..

Me:Ilostit.

Bonga:Yourphone?

Me:Don'tbestupid

Bonga:younotbeingspecific.

Me:Myvirginity.



Hismouthhungopenandhiseyespoppedout.

Bonga:Whatthe...youdead

Me:No!

Bonga:towho?

Me:Idon'tknowhim.

Bonga:Yousleptwithastranger?

Me:Yes.

Bonga:Why?

Me:ItJusthappened!

Bonga:don'tshout.

Iloweredmyvoice.

Me:I'msorry.



Bonga:didyouguysprotect?

Me:yes

Bonga:Anyotherprec...

Me:Yes!

Helookedatme.Confused.

Bonga:Sowhyyoustressed?

Me:Hehasn'tcalled.

Bonga:That'sallyouworriedabout?

Me:Yes!.

Bonga:I'dbeworriedaboutmumifIwereyou.

Me:Icanhandleher.

Bonga:Ihopeso.

Me:Yessir.

Bonga:he'llcall



Me:Ihopeso.

Bonga:Youfellforhimright?

Itriedtomovemyeyesfromhim.

Bonga:Rea!

Me:Iknow!

Bonga:Youdo?

Me:yes.

Bonga:Itscrazy.

Igavehimasarcasticlook.

Me:let'sjusteat.

Bonga:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.



Bonga:Where'sElla?

Me:WithMoses.

Bonga:shereallylovesthatidiothey?

Me:he'sNotanidiot.

Bonga:heis.

Me:Shutup!Atleasthelovesher.Andatleast

he'sadecentguy.

Hegiggled.

Bonga:Ouch!

Me:eina!

Wefinishedeatingandhewalkedmehome.

Bonga:later?



Me:yep.

Bonga:sweet.

Ihuggedhimandwentinside.Tshegowas

cooking.

Me:Heysis.

Tshego:Hello.

Ifeltbad.

Me:I'msorry.

Tshego:Youwereveryrude.

Me:AndIapologize.

Tshego:Don'tyouevertalktomelikethat.

Me:I'msorry.I'mjustsostressed.



Tshego:yeahandIgetthatbutplease...We

didn'ttellyoutodoallthat.

Me:Iknow.

Tshego:I'mjustdisappointed..

Me:It'slife.

Tshego:He'llcall.Clearlyyoulovehim.

Me:Ihaveagoodfeelingabouthim.

Tshego:ohoh.

Welaughed.

Me:needhelp?

Tshego:Nahsitdown.

"Tshego..Reabilwe"



Itwasmum.Iranouttohelpherwiththe

grocerybags.

Mum:howwaswork?

Me:itwasFine..

Mum:youdon'thavetoworkthere.Yourdad

leftyouenoughmoneyforschool..

Me:Iloveworkingtherema.

Mum:clearly.HelloFatso.

Tshego:helloma.

Mum:helpmepackthese.

Me:Yesma'am.

Idid.

Mum:Reabilwe?

Me:ma?



Mum:Tellme...

Me:Yesma'am?

Mum:afteryourdisappearingactonSaturday

andSunday.Areyoustillavirgin?

IlookedatTshegoandsheblinkedtwice.That

wasourwayofcommunicating.

Me:Yes.YesIamma.

Mum:Good.CozIbumpedintoMavis

Me:Thenurse?

Mum:Yes.

Me:okay.

Mum:Iwantyoukidstoliveaccordingtothe

greatbooksoIaskedtosetupavirginitytest

appointmentforyouatthathospital.
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Iswallowedhardsoshecouldn'tsee.

Mum:okay?

Me:Okaybutthere'snoneedto...

Mum:nextweekWednesdayorThursday.

That'swhenyouoff.

Mymumfreakedmeout.Really.Shewasso

strict!Sosostrict.

Mum:finishup.I'mgoingtotakeabath.

Me:yesma'am.

Shewenttoputherhandbaginthebedroom

andwenttothebathroom..



Me:Sheknows

Tshego:Noshedoesn't.

Me:Shedoes.

Tshego:relax.

Me:I'mgontellherI'mworkingonthatday.

Tshego:haveyoumetyourmother?

Me:OhmyGod!I'm23forheaven'ssake.

Shelaughed.

Tshego:AndI'm25butyouknowhowshe

treatsme.

Me:Mumwasn'tlikethis!Whatchangedher?

Tshego:Don'tactstupid.Youknow.Death.



Iclenchedmyteeth.

Tshego:Itwon'tgetthere.

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Tshego:I'vegotyourback.

Me:Really?

Tshego:forreal.

Me:ThanksSis.

Tshego:Pleasure.

"Hellothere!"

Me:HeyElla.

Ella:Heyheyfriend.HeyTshego..

Tshego:Heybabe.

Ella:wanttotakeawalktothefillingstationfor



somebiltong?

Me:Yeahsure.Letmejust.

Tshego:Noleaveit.I'llpackeverything.

Me:Thankssis

Ella:thanksTshego.

Iwentoutagain.

Ella:DidIdosomething?

Me:No.

Ella:Youlook...

Me:RememberwhatItoldyou

Ella:About?

Me:theguyIsleptwith.

Ella:Niceguy?

Me:Yes.



Ella:hashecalled?

Me:Nope.

Ella:Bastard.

Me:Nevermindthat.

Ella:what'swrong?

Me:mum.

Ella:Mum?

Me:Yep.

Shetookadeepbreath.Sheknewitwas

coming.

Me:ShespoketoMmeMavis.Shewantsmeto

havevirginitytest.

Ella:What?

Me:Imagine.

Ella:you23.



Me:Youthinkshecares?

Shetookanotherdeepbreath.

Ella:whatnow?

Me:Idontknow.

Ella:Ohdearfriend.

Me:Tshegowillhavetocomeupwithaplan..

Ella:ButlewenaReathough.

Me:Don'tjudge.

Ella:Imnot

Ella?Ellawastheuptightone.Didn'tdrink,didn't

party,shejustdidn't.Shewasthestrictfriend.I

thinkthat'swhyBongadidn'tlikehermuch.But

Iunderstoodher.Andsodidherboyfriend

Moses.Shewasyourtypical"IdowhatIknow"



chick.NotadventurouswhileBongaandIwould

disappearfromThursdaytoSaturday.Makeup

storiesandwouldn'tgetcaught.Welltomy

mumespecially.

Me:then?

Ella:Ithoughtyouwantedtowait

Me:no.

Ella:Wow.

Me:Youmarriedyouwouldn'tunderstand

Ella:No.Hejustpaidlobolaforme.

Me:That'sthefirststep.

Toldyou!Shedidn'tcomeintothisworldtoplay.

Me:youtworeallywanttogetmarriednow?

Ella:weloveeachother.



Me:Youare23Ella.

Ella:Soareyou!Itstheperfectage.

Me:Okay

Ididn'twanttoarguewithher.Really.

Ella:Wegoingtothemagistratecourtin2

weeks.

Me:Oh?

Ella:Canyoubemywitness?

Me:depends.

Ella:On?

Me:WhatdayI'mnotworking

Ella:Ohtrustmeyouwon'tbeworking.

Me:Okaynoproblemthen

Ella:ThanksFriend.



Me:wedding?

Ella:nah.

Me:"nah?"

Ella:Wasteofmoney.

Me:wasteofmoney?

Ella:We'lljusthavetheexchangeofgifts

ceremony.

Me:Okay

Ella:Andlunch.

Ilaughed.

Me:Youjusthadto.

Ella:Iknowyoulovefood

Me:AndI'llbethere.

Ella:Iknowthattoo.



Wegotourbiltong.

"Rea"

Iturned.ItwasmycousinTshepo.

Me:Saywhat!

Igiggled.

Me:Youworkherenow?

Tshepo:Holdup.

Hefinishedwipingthecustomer'swindscreen.

Ella:That'sonepersonIdon'tunderstand.



Me:he'scrazy.

Ella:Right!Letmeloveandleaveyou.

Me:Comeon.

Ella:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Me:Okay.

SheandTshepohadabitofhistory.Shewalked

offandIwaitedforthecrazyonetofinish.

Tshepo:CuzCuz.

Me:HeyCuz.

Tshepo:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.Youworkherenow?

Tshepo:Yes.Iquitatthatplace

Me:Why?

Tshepo:Icannowwalktowork.Yousee?This

fillingstationis15minutesaway.



Igiggled.

Me:Tshepo,youhaveabusiness

administrationdegree,youhavework

experience,andnowyouhere?

Tshepo:IwanttostudyIT.

Me:Iknow.

Tshepo:AndIquitatthatcompanycozIwas

earningalot.

Ilookedathimconfused.

Me:Iknowthat.That'showyouboughtyourcar

andyourhouse.

Tshepo:Yes.Andthat'sallpaidoff.

Me:sowhydidyouquit?



Tshepo:thosebabymamaswantedalotof

money.

Ilaughed.Yes.Meetmycousin!Smartyet

dumb!

Me:Soyoudecidedtoquit.

Tshepo:theycan'tdemandalotnow.R350for

eachchildplusgrantmoney.

Me:Theyhavetogotocreche.

Tshepo:That'swhattheR350isfor.

Me:Food?Clothes?

Tshepo:Rea,ImsmartandyouknowImake

thingshappen.Yousee,meworkingherewill

makethosebabymamaswanttowork.

Me:Howdoyouknowthat?

Tshepo:Ihavemyways.



Me:Okaythen?

Tshepo:thenIgobacktotheofficesafterthey

work.

Me:Andiftheyquit?

Tshepo:Iquittoo.

Ilaughed.

Tshepo:Theyneedtolearntonotdependona

man.

Me:wow!How'smyuncledoing?

Tshepo:He'sokay.

Me:Bringthekidsoversometime.

Tshepo:Youneveronnightduty?

Me:no.Never!Iworkforamarketingcompany

notthe911.

Tshepo:okayfine!TellKgadiI'llComeseeher.



Me:Okay.ByeCuz.

Tshepo:Take.

HegavemeR200.

Me:Shouldn'tthiscontribute....

Tshepo:buylunch.Orairtime.Whatever!

Ilaughed.

Me:thanksCuz.

Tshepo:Goonhomenow.

Me:Yessir.

Ididjustthat.Wehaddinner,Iwashedthe

dishesandwenttobathafterTshegodid.



Me:And?

Tshego;AndI'mworkingonit.

Me:Eng?

Tshego:I'vegotyou.

Me:Okay.

Tshego:Dontworry

Me:Okaysis.Whatpuzzlesmeisthefactthat

shehadnoproblemwithmedisappearing

before.

Tshego:BecauseyoudisappearedwithBonga

andshetrustshim.

Me:IGuessso.

Wechangedthetopic..Tshegowasvery

dramatic.Ilistenedtoallhercrazystoriesand

wesleptataround23:00.Ataround2am,my

phonevibratedundermypillow.



Me:Hello.

"Imoutside"

Me:who'sthis?

"Musa...stepoutsideplease"
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Me:Areyoucrazy?

Musa:Juststepout.

Me:Fine

Ihungup.Tshegowasfastasleep,shehadher

setsonandsomegospeltrackwasplaying.I

knewshewouldn'thearme.Islowlygotoutof

bed.Woremygown,tookmysliponsand

unlockedthedoorslowlyandtheburglargate.I



woremyshoesonceIwasoutsideandreached

forThemintIhadslippedintomygown's

pocket.Hewasparkedoutside.Yep!Ina

differentcar.SomeSUV.Heunlockedthedoors

assoonashesawmeandIquicklywentin.

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Helaughed.

Me:Itsnotajoke.

Musa:MsKelly.

Me:Kelly!

Musa:Howdoyoudoma'am?

Me:Seriously?

Musa:ThoseareverysexyPJs.

Me:whyareyouhere?



Iclosedmyrobe.

Musa:toseeyou.

Me:at2am?

Musa:Yes

Me:Gobackhome.

Musa:I'malreadyhere.

Iwashappytoseehim.AtthesametimeIwas

angryathim.

Me:Yougotwhatyouwanteddidn'tyou?

Musa:GotwhatIwanted?

Me:Tohavesexwithme.

Musa:Ididnthavesexwithyou.Imadeloveto

you



Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Sotellme...Why?

Me:Why?Whywhat?

Musa:Okay...whydidyouwaitsolong?

Me:CozIhadto.

Musa:Hadto?

Me:Mymumisa...

Musa:devotedChristian?

Inodded

Musa:Youbrokeyourpromise.

Me:Right.TellmesomethingIdontknow.

Musa:I'msorry.



Me:Itsdone.CanIgobacktobednow?

Musa:I'mheretoseeyou.

Me:No.Youcallmeafter5daysandyou

expectthingstobeokay?

Musa:LookBilweI'msorry.

Nohedidn't.Onlymydadcalledme"Bilwe"he

wassocalm.

Me:What'syourexcuse?

Musa:Iwasoutofthecountry.

Me:Lies.

Musa:Iswear.

Hetookouthispassport

Musa:There



Me:Youleftafteryoudroppedmeoff?

Musa:Yes

Me:Butstill...

Musa:Butstill?

Me:YouwereinDubai.Ibelievethey...

Musa:Okay.I'msorry.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Youforgiveme?

Me:Musapleasejustleave.

Ireachedforthehandleandhelockedthe

doors.

Me:comeon.

Musa:Imissedyou.

Me:no.



Musa:please.Justafewmoreminutes.

Me:no..

Musa:Rea...

Histonewascommanding

Me:fine!

Musa:Yougoingtowork?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Howcomeyouonlydoingyoursecond

yearnow?

Me:Let'ssee...Istudiedfinancialmanagement

for2years,droppedoutinmylastafterI

realizedIdidn'twanttostudythatandnowI'm

doingHR.

Musa:Yougoingtodropout?

Me:no.



Musa:Good.

Me:Right.

Musa:CanItakeyououtfordinner?

Ilookedathim.Thisguy!

Me:I'llbebusy.

Musa:Okaytomorrow?

Me:No.

Musa:Why?ItsFridaytomorrow.Youdonthave

toworkonSaturday.

Me:I'mworkingtill13:00onSaturday.AndI'll

betiredtogoout

Musa:Really?

Me:Yes.

Musa:What'swrongkanti?

Me:fine!I'llgooutwithyoutonight.Justopen



thedamndoor!

HeadjustedmyseatandIwassuddenlyfacing

up.

Itriedtogetupbuthewasalreadyontome..

Me:Musagetoffme.

Hekissedmyneck.

Musa:Why?

Me:CozIsaidso.

Musa:doyou...

Hekissedmyneckagain.



Musa:Wantmeto?

Ilookedathim.

Me:Lordforgiveme!

Isaidthatundermybreath.Hesmiled.

Musa:Iguessthat'sano?

Me:Goon.

Hedid.HewassogentleyetIcouldhardly

breathe.Hishandsweresosoftandheknew

exactlyhowtohandleme.Myhandprintswere

onhiswindowsandmybreathingratewasvery

fast.Thegrindinginandoutwentonforwhat

seemedtobe25minutesandhestopped.



Musa:CanItakeyoutomyhouse?

Me:No.Canyougetoffofme?

IfinallysaidafterIcaughtmybreath.Hesmiled.

Musa:Youonthepill?

Me:That'sastupidquestion.

Musa:Okay.Here.

HegavemeR200

Me:Andthis?

Musa:Morningafter.

Me:Icanaffordthose.

Musa:CanIpleasetakeyoutothedoctor?



Me:Forwhat?Contraception?

Musa:Yes

Me:I'llgotomyown!

Musa:Letmeatleastpayforit?

Iputmyshortson.

Me:Whyyousoeagertohavemeonthat?

Musa:CozIdontthinkwereadyforachild.

Especiallyyou.AndI'mstillgettingtoknowyou.

Me:Youwentaboutitthewrongway.

Musa:Iknow.AndI'mfixingthat.

Me:Bytakingmeout?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Youbetterkeepyourhandstoyourselflater.

Musa:Iwill.



Me:unlockthedoor.

Musa:Rea...

Me:Musa.unlockthedoor

Musa:Okay.

Hedid.

Me:Bye

Musa:Okaybye.

Me:Don'tyoueverdothisagain!

Musa:makelovetoyouinthecar?

Me:Idon'tmindthat.Thatwasnice.

Musa:Iknow

Me:Juststopcominghereat2am.

Hechuckled.



Musa:I'lltry.

Me:Bye.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Right.

Iclosedthedoorandsnuckinagain.Icouldn't

sleepafterthat.Whenmyalarmwentoffat

5:30,IwenttobathandImadelunchfor

everyone.SomethingTshegodoes.Iwas

humming"whodoyoutell".

Mum:Youinagoodmood.

Me:Morningma.Yourlunchboxisready.

Mum:Thankyou.

Tshego:What'swithyou?

Me:Itsabeautifulday.Ineedtogonow.Bonga



isgivingmealift.I'llbebackabitlatetonight.

Mum:Why?

Me:I'mfillinginforPretty

Mum:Okay.

Me:Loveyou.

IgotmyhandbagandBongahootedafew

minuteslater..Hedrovemetowork,Igotthe

pillswhenIwentformylunchbreakandafter

17:00,Iwenttofreshenupinthebathroom,

Musacametofetchme30minuteslater.

Musa:Youlookthisnicewhenyougotowork.

Me:Youneverknowwhoyoumightmeet.

Helaughed.



Musa:HelloBeautiful.

Me:HiMusa.

Musa:No"Handsome?"

Me:No.YouhadagooddayMusa?

Hesmiled.Hehadabeautifulsmile.

Musa:YesIdidMsKelly.

Me:Good.

Musa:I'mgonhaveagreatevening.

Me:Yes.Keepingyourhandstoyourself.

Musa:yes.Ienjoyyourcompany.

Me:Iknow..I'mgreatcompany.

Musa:Wenotmodestarewe?

Me:IlearntthatfromsomeguyImeton

Saturday



Wehadaveryniceeveningandataround20:30,

hedroppedmeoff

Musa:I'llcallyouevenIgethome.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Bye.

Me:Bye.

WekissedandIwentinside.

Mum:Reabilwe!Reabilwe!

Me:ma?

Mum:Whathasgottenintoyou?

Me:Ma,ItoldyouI'dbelate.

Mum:Idon'tcareaboutthat!



Shewasspittingfire!

Mum:Heywena!MaMohajanesawyougetting

intoacarthismorningat2amwhentheirstaff

busdroppedheroff.

Tshego:Isshesureaboutthis?

Mum:Ofcoursesheis!Myfriendwouldn'tlieto

me!

ThisMaMohajanewasapreachertoo..like

mum.HowIhatedherguts!

Mum:Whosecarwasit?Anddon'tyoudarelie

tome!Who'sthismanmakingyousinlikethis?
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Me:Nna?Me?

Mum:Yesyou

Me:Shesawthewrongperson.

Mum:Reabilwe!

Me:letmegoconfronther!

Mum:Youwilldonosuch

Me:tellhertostoplyingthenma!

Mum:Whywouldshelie?

Me:askher!Sheliedaboutmegoingoutwith

thatguytothatpartyremember?

Tshego:shehasapointma.AndwhenReawas

atTshepo's.EvenuncleJomoconfirmedit.

Me:ThanksSis.

Mum:maybeshesawthewrongperson.

Me:Maybeshe'slosinghereyesight.Sheis

gettingold



Shelookedatme.

Mum:fine.Ididn'tmakethatappointment

Me:whatappointment?

Mum:yourvirginitytestappointment

Me:Cozyoudidn'thavetoma.

Mum:youbetternotdothingsthataren'tright.

Inodded.Iwasrelieved!

Mum:Youbroughtussupper?

Me;Yes.

Igavethemthebag.



Mum:Thislooksnice

Tshego:very.

Mum:andexpensive

Me:Ma,itsnothingIcan'tafford.

Myphonerang.

Me:Excuseme.

Iwentout.

Me:youhome?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Me:Thatwasquick.

Musa:Iknow.

Me:Youwerespeeding?



Musa:No.

Me:Then?

Musa:IliveinWaterfall.

Me:ohnowonder.

Musa:ohyeswonder.Youokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:Ireallyenjoyedyourcompany.

Me:Oh?

Musa:whatareyoudoingnextweekend?

Me:goingtowalk.

Musa:Youcan'tcallinsick?

Me:no.

Musa:Youcan'tswapwithsomeone?

Me:No.

Musa:please.

Me:Why?



Musa:Weekendaway.

Me;youwereawayforfourdays.

Musa:Iwasn'twithyou.

Me:Look,I'llaskSaturdayoff.

Musa:ThisSaturday?

Me:Yes.Asindayaftertomorrow!

"Abilwe!"

Me:Hey!Justtwominutes.

ItwasBonga.

Musa:who'sthatguy?

Me:Myfriend.LookI'llcallyouback.

Musa:Reabilwewestilltalking.



Me;I'llcallyouback.

IhungupandwenttoBonga.

Me:hey!

Bonga:heyhey.

Me:Youokay?

Bonga:I'mfine.Justworriedaboutyou.

Me:I'mfine.

Bonga:Yousure?

Me:yep.

Bonga:hasBreakercalled?

Igiggled.

Me:HisnameisMusa.



Bonga:Sorry.

Me:yeshecalled.

Bonga:youevenglowing.

Me:NoI'mnot.

Myphonerangagain.Irejectedthecall.

Bonga:Andthen?

Me:I'mstilltalkingtoyou.

Bonga:wellatleastI'mstillimportant..

Me:Rideordie.

Bonga:ofcourse.

Fistbump!

Bonga:seeyoutomorrowmorning?



Me:Yes.

Bonga:loveyoungwana.

Me:loveyoutoontwana.

HewalkedoffandIcalledMusa

Musa:hi.

Me:youweresaying?

Musa:whowasthat?

Me:myguyfriend.

Musa:whatareyoudoingwithguyfriends?

Me:Thesamethingyoudoingwithyours.

Hepaused.

Musa:you...youhavealltheanswersto



everythingdon'tyou?

Me:wellyoudidaskaquestion.

Musa:wheredoyouwanttogo?

Me:Youcameupwiththisidea.

Musa:Haveyourpassport?

Me:Yes

Musa:Zanzibar?

Me:what?

Musa;I'llbookusanearlyflight.

Me:yousureyou'llgetone?

Musa:Imakethingshappen..callinsick

tomorrowmorning.

Me:Okay.

Musa:pleasestartpacking.

Me:okay!

Musa:later.



Me:Bye.

Ihungupandwentbackintothehouse

Mum:Whatwereyoudoingoutside?

Me:rememberPrettyma?

Mum:Yesyournicefriend?

Me:Yes.She'sgoingtoNorthWestforher

uncle'sfuneral.Shecouldreallyusemysupport.

Theywerequireclose.

Mum:Whyissheonlyleavingnow?

Me:Theyrefusedtogiveherdaysoffatwork.

Mum:youcango.She'syourfriend.

Me:Thanksma.

WellIwasn'tentirelylying.Prettywasindeedin

NorthWest.Herunclehadpassedonfroma



severeheadachebutshehadleftonTuesday.

That'stheonlylieItold!OhandthatI'mgoing

withher.

Mum:packwarmclothes.

Me:Iwill.

Mum:Okaybaby.

Iwenttothebedroomandstartedpacking.I

quicklypackedmypassport.

Tshego:wereallygoingtonorthwest?

Ilookedather.

Me:Tshego.

Tshego:Thetruth.



Me:no.I'mnot.Thanksforconvincingmumto

notgothroughwiththattest.

Tshego:Itoldyounottostress.

Me:Thankssis

Tshego:whereto?

Me:keepittoyourselfplease.

Tshego:Okay.

Me:Zanzibar.

Tshego:what?

Me:yes.

Tshego:Withwho?

Me:Obvious.

Tshego:Mapaseka!

Me:ItsJustsomealonetime.

Tshego:Reayougettingaddictedtohim.

Me:no.Ijustlovehiscompany.I'llbebackon

MondayorTuesday.



Tshego:work?

Me:I'llgetadoctor'snote.

Atextcamethrough."Ourflightleavesat11:30,

I'llpickyouupat9:00sowecanhavebreakfast

first.Loveyou"

Tshego:Ihopeyouknowwhatyoudoing.

Me:Ido.

IpackedallthatIhadto.Tookabathandslept.

Theywenttoworkbeforemeandat8:00,Iwent

toourfamilydoctorforcontraception.Iwas

luckythatIwasfirstinline.At9:00,Musacame

tofetchme.

Musa:youlookbeautiful.

Me:Itisjustshortsandashirt.



Musa:Youlookreallynice.

Me:Okaythanks.

Musa:that'sallittakes.

Webeatthetrafficandhadbreakfast.Wewere

laughingmostofthetime.Hewasinshortstoo.

Andaverynicegolfteeandshoes.Hehadabig

watchonandhehadtrimmedhisbeard.

Musa:letsgo.

Hepaidupandwewenttocatchourflight.

Me:howdidyougetthesesoquick?

Musa:Connection.

Me:mm

Musa:I'mnothug.



Me;right.

Afterafewbutseemedveeeerylongwearrived.

Me:Thisisbeautiful!

Musa:likeyou.

Ilookedathim.

Me:okayyoucanstopbeingcheesy.

Musa:Comehere.

Ididn't.

Musa:Please



Iwentuptohim,hetookmyhand

Musa:YoumakeMyadrenalinerush.

Igiggled.

Me:Stopit!

Musa:I'mnotbeingcheesy.I'mbeinghonest.

Youarenowmyaddiction,youchallengeme,

youmakemelaugh.YoujusteverythingIwant.

Me:Oh?

Musa:Fuckanybodyelse.Justbemine!
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Me:I'llhavetothinkaboutthat.

Hesmiled.

Musa:I'llgiveyouafewseconds

Me:No.Afewdaysormonths.

Musa:Comeon.

Me:I'malreadyyours.Youforcefullymademe

yours

Musa:No

Me:Yes.

Musa:OkaybutIjustasked.

Me:Youdidn't

Musa:Idid.

Me:Didyousay"please?"



Helaughed.

Musa:Canyoupleasebemine.

Me:Askyoushallreceive.

Musa:Idid

Me:Andyou'vereceived.

Hesmiledagain.

Me:Youhaveabeautifulsmile.

Musa:Andyouhavebeautifuleyes.

Me:AndI'mhungry.

Musa:roomservice?

Me:No.Therestaurantdownstairslooksnice.

Musa:Okay.Let'sgo.

Me:Quickshower?



Musa:sure.

Wetookaquickshower.Andaquickiewas

thrownin.

Me:yesjustthat.

Musa:okaythanksman.

Waiter:pleasure

Musa:Rightgoon.

Me:sobasicallythat'sthat

Musa:Heseemslikeacrazyguy.

Me:Heis.Buthe'samazing.

WeweretalkingaboutTshepo.

Musa:Threekidsfrom3differentgirls?



Me:Yes.Bornafewmonthsapart.

Hechuckled.

Musa:He'sasmartguy.

Me:youthinkthat'ssmart?

Musa:Itis.They'llbeforcedtolookforjobs.

Me:Ornewmen.

Helaughed

Musa:Idoubt.

Me:Mmm

Musa:I'mtellingyou.

Me:we'llseeaboutthat

Musa:He'stheonlyamazingsoulinyourfamily?



Me:No.MysisterTshegoisalsoaWonderful

soul

Musa:Justthosetwo?

Me:Yes.Idon'tgetalongwithTshepo'ssister

Nkele.

Musa:Why?

Me:Idon'tknow..wejustdon'tlikeeachother.

Musa:Youtwofoughtoversomething?

Me:yes.Iwasflirtingwiththeboyfriend.

Musa:Thenshehaseveryrighttohate

Ilaughed.

Me:Wow!Thanks

Musa:Noforrealbabe.

Me:She'llbestrong.

Musa:CanIask?



Me:yes.

Musa:Aboutyourguyfriend.

Me:Iknewitwascoming.

Musa:youtwo?

Me:Nohistory.He'saplayer.

Musa:Sure?

Me:Don'tworryAbouthim.

Musa:sure?

Me:sure.

Musa:okay.

Me:IsthatallSir?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Me:Thankyouverymuch..Where'sthefood?

Musa:we'vejustplacedourorder.

Me:Iknow.

Musa:awomanwhoeats.



Me:Youdon'tlike?

Musa:Idontlike.Ilove.

Me:Wellwell.

Musa:Howdidyourexesletyougo?

Me:Youwanttheirnumbers?

Hegiggled.

Musa:yesplease.

Me:remindmetogivethemtoyou.

Ourdrinkscame.

Me:Thankyou.

Thewaiternodded.



Musa:YouhavemannersDontyou?

Me:Idon'thaveachoice.

Musa:Wanttotellmeaboutyourmum?

Me:wetalkingaboutmetoday?

Musa:Wedidn'ttalkmuchonThursday.Itwas

justjokes.

Me:Okayyes.True.

Musa:Goon.

Itookadeepbreathandhelaughed.

Musa:Thatrough?

Me;Yep.

Musa:goon.

Me:mumhasloosescrews.Shewantedmeto

haveavirginitytest



Helaughed.

Musa:what?

Me:ThiswasafterSunday.

Musa:babyaren'tyou23?

Me:Youthinkshecares?

Musa:That'sbad.

Me:TellmesomethingIdon'tknow.

Musa:Sothisisgoingtogoonuntil?

Me:tillshedies.

Musa:Youserious?

Me:Yep.

Musa:whyisshesouptight?Something

changedherdidn'tit?

Me:Yes.Dad'sdeath.



Musa:Soshewantstoprotectyouguysfrom

theworld?

Me:Yes..

Musa:understandable.

Me:Youthink?

Henodded..

Musa:Itmakesperfectsense.

Me:Okaysowedonetalkingaboutmum.

Musa:Wheredoesshethinkyouarenow?

Me:Northwest.Supportingafriendatafuneral.

Musa:MsKelly!

Me:Youmakingmesin

Musa:AmI?

Me:Yes.



Musa:J.Coledidsaythough.

Me:Thatwebornsinners?

Musa:Exactly.

Me:Mmm.

Musa:youdidntthinkIlistentoCole?

Me:nope.KennyG.Barrywhite.SimplyRed

Helaughed.

Musa:Im27.I'mnotthatold..

Me:after25youold.

Musa:Youcrazy.

Me:Inmyworld.

Thefoodfinallycame!



Musa:Heyholdup!Letmepray.

Me:You?

Musa:YounottheonlyonewithapreacherIn

thefamily.

Me:Oh?

Musa:Mygrandfatherisapastor.

Me:Ohyouthepastor'skid.Sortof..

Musa:yes..I'mthekidofthepastor'skid.

Ilaughed.

Me:Okay.

Musa:canwe?

Wejoinedhandsandheprayed.



Me:Amen.

Theweekendwasamazing,Alotofsexyes!A

lotofinterestingconversations..AndIwasa

betterswimmerthanhewas!Ohbuthehadan

amazingsingingvoice!Isuckedatthat.Ireally

likedhim.Idid..Wegottohishouseataround

11onMonday.

Musa:Dowereallyhaveto?

Me:Yes.

Musa:why?

Me:Coztheweekendisover.

Musa:let'sfindanotherplacetovisit

Me:UmmHellno!

Musa:Whynot?

Me:Becausewejustgotback..Niceapartment.



Musa:Thankyou

Me:isitnottoobigforyou?

Musa:no.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Youdontlikeit?

Me:Itsnotminetolikereally.Idontknowwhat

youdoingwithsuchabigapartment.

Helaughed.

Musa:it'sJust3bedrooms

Me:2bathrooms.Akitchenandaloungeor

whatever.Bigopenspace.YouDontwantto

buyahouse?

Musa:nope.

Me:Why?

Musa:Notnow.Ihavenochild.Haveno



nothing.

Me:Nonothing?

Musa:OkayIhaveagirlfriendnow.

Me:hao.

Musa:Hereyougo.

Me:keys?

Musa:Itsyourstoonow.

Me:Ican't.

Musa:Youcan.

Me:Musa..

Musa:Justacceptthemplease.

Me:Okay.

Musa:hungry?

Me:Yes.

Musa:it'swrittenalloveryourface.

Me:whatever.



Hecookedsomethingandataround17:00he

tookmehome.Didn'tdropmeoffatthegate

though.

Me:Bye.

Igavehimaquickkiss.

Musa:Loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Itookmybagsandwentin.Mumwasalready

athome.WithTshegoandNkele.TheoneI

didn'tlike.Mycousin!

Me:Dumelang.



Tshego;Littlesis.

Nkele:Hey.

Mum:ReabilweDumela.

Me:Howareyouma?

Mum:I'mfine.Yourphonewasofftheentire

weekend.

Me:Ohyes.ThereceptionwasbadkoNorth

west.

Mum:Howwasthefuneral?

Me:Verysad.

Mum:How'sPrettydoing?

Me:She'sokay.

Mum:Andthefamily?

Me:Theyarealsofine.

Mum:okay.Youmustbetiredmybaby.

Me:Iamma.I'mjustgoingtoliedown.

Mum:Buttheyofferedyousomerelaxation



servicesatthefuneraldidn'tthey?

Me:Ma?

Mum:EyaReabilwe.

Ilookedatherconfused

Mum:Thesereportersshouldgetfired.They

notdoingtheirjobright.

Me:Whatreporters?

Mum:Newsreporters.Theyforgottomention

thatNorthwesthasbeenmovedtoZanzibar.
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Mum:Youbetternottrytodenyit.Nkele

showedmethepicturesyoupostedon

pistagram.



Nkele:InstagramRakgadi

Mum:yonaeo.Youwerehalfnaked.

Tshego:shewasinabikinima.

Mum:Andwhosewatchwasthat?Youposteda

man'shandholdingadrinkinhishandand

showingtheislandorbeachwateritwas.

Ikeptquiet..Iwasbusted.ReallyIwas.HowI

hatedNkele!Iwasgoingtoblockher

everywhere.

Me:Welcometotheblocklistwena!

Nkele:Ididn'tdoAnything.

Iwantedtotakesomethingandhitherwithit.I

justdidn'tknowwhat



Mum:Iaskedyouaquestion.

Me:Itsjustapicturema.

ThankGodIhadn'tpostedtheonesItookwith

Musa.

Mum:Reabilwe!

Me:Mamaplease.

Mum:youliedtome!

Ikeptquiet.

Mum:Whatisgoingonwithyou?

Tshego:mama...

Mum:Tshegokeepquiet.



Shedid.

Mum:Youmisschurch,peoplecometomy

houseat2amtocheckonyouandnowyou

wenttoZanzibar?Isthiswhatyoureallywant?

Ididn'tknowwhethertoanswerthatornot.

Mum:I'mtalking!

Hervoicewassharp.

Mum:Reabilwe!

Me:Ma?

Mum:Answerme!

Me:Itwasjustaweekendaway.Itsnobigdeal

mama.



Mum:nobigdeal?Youwereinaforeignplace.

Me:Ma,peopledoitallthetime.Ibelieveits

calledTravelling.

Sheslappedme!

Mum:Don'tyouevertalktomelikethat!

Ipickedupmybagsfromthefloor.

Mum:Goprayforyoursins.

Ilefttheroom.IfeltTshegofollowingme.

Tshego:Youokay?

Me:I'mfine.



Tshego:Really?

Inodded

Tshego:Justliedownandsleepokay?

Me:okay.

Tshego:I'vegotyou.

Me:IthinkIshouldjusttellher.

Tshego:she'llkickyouout.

Me:I'llgotoTshepo's.

Tshego:Readon't.Justrest.

Me:fine!

ShelefttheroomandI...wellIwastextingMusa.

Smilingfromeartoear.



"Yo,Cuz"

ItwasTshepo.Iwenttothelounge.

Mum:Didyoupray?

Tshepo:Whatdidyoudo?

Mum:Shelied.Saidshe'sgoingtoNorthwest

butwenttoZanzibar.

Tshepo:HambaIslandgirl!Yougocuz!Sohow

wasit?Let'sseethepics.

Mum:Tshepo!

Tshepo:Kgadiza?

Mum:didyouhearwhatIsaid?

Tshepo:Yes.ShewenttoZanzibar.

Mum:thelyingpart.

Tshepo:Ha!WhyCuz?

Me:you...



Tshepo:I'dlieto.

Mum:yousinfulchild

Tshepo:YounoteasytodealwithKgadiza.

You'daskathousandquestionsfirstthentell

hertonotgo.She's23Rakgadi.Shecandate.

Mum:Andhave3kidsfromdifferentmen?

Helaughed.

Tshepo:that'snotabadidea.Youknowitsnice

tohavethat.Karekevarietyyaice-cream.One

childkestrawberry,theothervanilla,theother

chocolate.Havingkidswholookthesameis

boring.

ThisonehadnosenseIswear.

Mum:Tshepo!



Hekeptquiet.

Mum:doyouknowtheguy?

Tshepo:Doeshehaveacar?

Mum:Yes.

Tshepo:whatkind?

Mum:Tshepoanswerthequestion.

Tshepo:noIdon't.

Mum:simple.

Tshepo:I'lltalktoher.I'mtakinghertomy

house.

Mum:Good

Tshepo:gogetyourthings.

Igotmyclothesforthenextdayandmy

toiletries.Isaidgoodbyetothemandweleft.



Tshepo:here.Youstillknowhowtorollright?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:Rolltwo.Ihaveabottleofvodkaat

home!

Me:Saywhat?

Tshepo:That'smylinedon'tstealit!

Ilaughed.

Tshepo:Meat?

Me:yeah.

Tshepo:Cool.

Westoppedatthelocalbuyandbraaiformeat.



Tshepo:Who'sthisguy?

Me:idon'tknow.

Tshepo:yourboyfriendwenaman!

Me:OhMusa.

Tshepo:Musawho?

Me:Youwon'tknowhim..

Tshepo:Where'shefrom?

Me:wemetonSaturday

Tshepo;Ohwhereyouwerepartying?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:Yousleptwithhim?

Inodded.

Tshepo;Thegatesfinallyopen!



Ilaughed.

Me:Tshepo!

Tshepo:Howwasit?

Me:I'mnotdiscussingthiswithyou.

Tshepo:Youcanhaveababynowandstop

makingpeoplethinkthatmydaughterisyours

justcauseshelookslikeyou.

Ilaughed.

Me;no.Letmecompletemystudies

Tshepo:youLookhappy

Me:Iam.

Tshepo:Good.YouknowwhatIalwayssay...

Followyourheart.Thismeatistakingforever.



"Tshepo!Tshepo!"

Me;okay.

Tshepo:don'tscreamAnnaplease.

Anna:Whatdoyouexpectyoursontoeat?

Petrol?

Tshepo:ifitwillhelphimgrowthenthat'sokay.

IlookedatTshepo.Hewassochilled.

Tshepo:IgaveyoumoneydidntI?

Anna:R350?

Tshepo:That'sallIcanafford.

Anna:Tshepoyoubetternot...

Tshepo:Look,thisisourchild.Notjustmine.

TheyarehiringkoThatsupermarketdownthe

street



Anna:DoIlooklikethesupermarkettype?DoI

MrPetrolman?

Tshepo:noactually.YouLooklikethebrothel

type.Andbrothelsalwayshavevacanciessogo

trythere!

Shekeptquiet.Shewasembarrassed.Her

screamingandshoutingonlybackfired,Ifelt

sorryforher.

Tshepo:Gogetajob.AtleastImtrying!Stop

irritatingme!

Sheturnedandstartedwalkingoff.Ilookedat

Tshepo.

Me;Didyouhaveto?

Tshepo:ja,IwantedtogoaskthatladyinBlue



outforlunchbutnowIcan'tcozshecaused

dramasoIhadtohaveacomebackforher.

Me:Harsh.

Tshepo:Ohshutup!

Wegotthemeatandwenttohisplace.Smoked

alotofweedanddrankalotofvodka.Thenext

daywhenIwentbacktowork,Iwastoldtogo

backhomecozmyteamleaderthoughtIstill

looksick.WellIwashungover.Iwashappy.I

slepttheentireday,SpoketoTshegoforjustan

hourwhenshegotbackandIsleptagain.I

hardlyevenspoketoMusa.IwassleepingcozI

wasreallytryingtoignoremum.ThenextdayI

reallycouldn't.ShewasoffandsowasI.Iwoke

before7soIcouldquicklyclean.

Mum:Reabilwe.

Me:Ma?



Mum:Weneedtobuyafewthingstoday.Just

bereadyat12okay?

Me:Okay.

Mum:AndIhopeyouaskedforforgiveness.Are

youstillpure?

Ikeptquiet.

Mum:I'mdisappointedinyou.

Shelookeddisappointed.Ifeltmyheartsink.I

wassuddenlysad.

Mum:Finishupsowecango.

Idid.Shehardlyevenspoketomeonourway

totown.Wewenttogetmeatandafewmore



thingsIntownandwentbackhomeataround

15:00.Thetaxidroppedusoffatthbusstop

whichwasobviouslythenearestforus.Andwe

startedwalkinghome.Silence.

Me:Mama...

Mum:ReabilweIhaveaheadache.

Atextcamethrough

"I'mcoming"

JustasIwasstrugglingtoreplycozofthe

shoppingbagsIwascarrying,acarstopped

nexttomum.

Musa:Dumelamama.



Mum:HelloBoy.

Musa:Needanyhelp?

Hewasalreadygettingoutofthecar.

Mum:Ohyesplease

Ilookedathim.Iwaspissed.Really.Hegotthe

thingsfrommumandputtheminthecar.

Musa:mayIMs?

IgavehimtheshoppingbagsIwascarrying.I

didn'twanttomakeeyeContactwithhim.He

openedthefrontdoorformumtogetin.And

thebackforme.Iclosedthedoorbeforehe

couldandhewenttothedriver'sseat.



Mum:Thankyoumyboy.Notalotofyoung

menwoulddothis..Yousee,Reabilwe,you

shouldhavesuchpeopleinyourlifenotthat

manwho'smakingyousinlikeyoudothese

days.Godblessyoumyson.
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Helookedatmeusinghismirror.Iignoredany

eyecontact

Mum:What'syourname?

Musa:Musawenkosima.

Mum:from?

Musa:SwazilandandMpumalanga.

Mum:Youlooklikeyouwereraisedwell.



Musa:Thankyouma.Myparentsdidagoodjob.

Mum:childrenwhoappreciatetheirparents.Are

theystillalive?

IrememberedIhadn'taskedhimabouthis

family.

Musa:YesIam

Musa:doIturnherema?

Mum:Noson.Continuestraight.

Musa:Okayma.

Hedid.

Mum:turnleft.

Hedid.



Mum:thathousewiththelawnoutside

Hestoppedatourhouse.

Musa:Should...

Me:nowe'llmanage.

Mum:Reabilwe!

Me:we'llmanagema.

Mum:Forgiveherson..

Musa:Itsokayma.

Mum:Comeinforsomebiscuitsandadrink..

IlookedatMusa.

Musa:I'minabitofahurryma.



Mum:Okay.Youshouldcomesometime.

Musa:Yesma.

Mum:Good

Itooktheshoppingbagsandleftmumthere

withher"son".Iwassoangry.Minuteslatershe

cameInandIgotatextfromMusa.

"atthecornershop"

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:MamaI'llbeback.

Mum:okay.IDontlikehowyouspoketothat

niceyoungman.He'saChristian.

Me:Ma?

Mum:Ja.Isawhiskeyholder.Ithasascripture



onitDeuteronomy11:1"LovetheLORDyour

Godandkeephisrequirements,hisdecrees,his

lawsandhiscommandsalways"

Ikeptquiet

Me:I'llbebackma.

Mum:Youcanlearnalotfromhim.

Businessandmakingloveyes!

Me:okayma.

Mum:Go.

Ileft.Ifoundhimeatingmarshmallows.

Musa:Youwantsome?



Me:No.

Musa:Heybeautiful.

Me:HelloMusa.

Musa:Howareyou?

Irolledmyeyes.

Musa:ifonlymumknew.

Me:thatyoutheonemakingmesin!

Musa:She'sabeautifulperson.

Me:Ididn'tsaysheisn't.

Musa:andshelovesyou.

Me:ThatIknow.

Musa:Okayyoureallymadatme?

Me:Mumknows.

Musa:Mumknows?



Me:Yeah.

Musa:Knowswhat?

Me:ThatIwenttoZanzibar.

Musa:Butnotwithwhoright?

Me:obviouslybutshesawapictureofyour

hand.

Musa:Withmywatchon?

Me:Yeah.Andyourhandonmythigh

Musa:thisisgood.

Me:No!

Musa:Shealreadylikesme!

Me:She'llhateyousoon.

Musa:Noshewon't.

Me:Musa.

Musa.Baby?

Me:Canweslowdownabit?



Musa:Wenotmovingfast

Me:You'vegivenmeyourhousekeys,tookme

toZanzibar,nowyou'vemetmymother?

Musa:Notreally

Me:Let'sthiseasy

Musa:Wenotmovingfast.Ionlytookyouto

ZanzibarcozIknewyouafraidofyourmother

andyoulookedlikeyoucoulduseabreakfrom

itall.

Me:Okayfine.

Musa:okayI'msorry.

Me:Fine.

Musa:Ice-cream?

Me:No

Musa:Okay

Helockedthedoorsandstartedhisengine.



Me:Andnow?

Musa:Wegoingoutforice-cream.

Me:IsaidIdon'twantice-cream.

Musa:really?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Youcan'tgetmeaddictedtoice-cream

thenditchme.

Ilaughed..

Me:Fine.Let'sgetice-cream.

Musa:weare.

Wewenttomilkylane.



Musa:youenjoyedshopping?

Me:nope.

Musa:Why?

Me:sheknowsI'mnot"pure"anymore.

Heputhisspoondown.

Musa:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Me:LookMusa...lifehappens.

Musa:younotsad?

Me:nope.

Musa:Reabilwe...

Me:Musa,I'myoungandI'moughttomake

mistakes.

Musa:Youmadeamistake?

Me:Nope.



Helookedatme.

Me:Look,Iwasn'tplanningonlosingmy

virginityaftermarriage.Iwasplanningonlosing

ittotherightguy

Musa:AndamItheRightguy?

Me:Youtry

Hesmiled

Me:Stopsmiling.

Musa:Youdon'tlike?

Me:Itmakesmyheartmelt

Musa:That'sagoodthingRight?

Me:Youthinkso?

Musa:Yes



Me:Maybe.So...Pleasetellmeaboutyour

family.

Musa:Youforgottoask?

Me:wedidnt.

Musa:Okay...I'mthefirstchild.

Me:Okay.

Musa:I'vegotasister.Who'syourage.

Me:Okay.

Musa:dadisatraditionalist.Soismum.

Me:Okay...but...

Musa:Iknow...whywhenhewasraisedbya

pastor?

Me:Yeah.

Musa:nahhehadhisownways

Me:Andyou?

Musa:I'mabitofboth.

Me:Okay.Makessense.



Musa:Yesanythingelse?

Me:Wheredotheylive?

Musa:mpumalanga.Dadhasafarmthereand

afewmorebusinesses.

Me:okaythat'snice

Musa:He'sasmartguy.

Me:Taughtyouallthatyouknow?

Musa:some.Schooldid.

Me:Begrateful.Ifitwasn'tforhimthen...

Musa:Nah.Daddidn'tpayanything.Ireceiveda

bursaryforallthat.AndIpaidformy

engineeringfees.Doesn'tmakemelovehim

anyless.

Me:Nice.

Musa:Thankyou.

Me:CanIhavemoreice-cream?

Musa:Youwantmetobuyyoutheplace?



Me:No!

Helaughed..

Musa:ItmakesGoodmoney

Me:Imnotreadyforallthat.

Musa:I'mprettysureIcanteachyouathingor

two.

Me:Yesyoucan.You'vealreadygivenone

lesson.

Musa:Whichis?

Me:makinglove.

Helaughed.

Musa:andnowbusiness.



Ilaughed.

Musa:I'mserious.

Me:Iknow.Mumsaid"youcanlearnalotfrom

him"beforeIcametothatshop.

Musa:Yousee?Evenmumknows

Me:right!

Wespentanhourthereandhetookmehome.I

foundTshegocooking.Sheactuallyloved

cookingso...shewasincharge.

Tshego:mumtellsmeshemetaMusaMabasa.

Saysyouwereveryrudeto"theyoungman".I

figuredthey"coincidentally"met.

Me:Thatsright.



Itoldherthestory.

Tshego:Ifonlysheknew.

Me:IknowRight?

Iwatchedhercookcozshedidn'twantmyhelp.

IwaswokenupbyMusa'scallat21:00.

Tshegowassleepingtoo.Allthelightswereoff

soitmeantmumwassleepingaswell.Iwent

outside.

Me:hey.

Musa:Yousleeping?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Soearly?

Me:Yes.Imtired.

Musa:That'swhyyoudidn'tseemytexts.



Me:probably..Yesbabe.I'msorry.Isleptafter

dinnerandafterItookmybath.

Musa:Okaymybaby.Letmeletyousleep.

Me:WillIseeYoutomorrow?

Musa:Younotworkingright?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Lunchatmyplace?

Me:Iwouldlovethat.Youareagreatcook.

Musa:ThankyouMsKelly

Me:PleasureMrLeornado

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Musa:AndIcan'twaittonotkeepmyhandsto

myself.

Me:whatdoyouplanondoingtome?

Musa:AlittlepatienceMsKelly..

Me:Okayfine.I'llseeyoutomorrow.



Musa:Iloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungupandwentbackinside,mumwas

sittingdownwiththebibleopen.

Iclearedmythroat.

Mum:Mark10:19Youknowthe

commandments:'Donotmurder,donot

commitadultery,donotsteal,donotgivefalse

testimony,donotdefraud,honoryourfather

andmother".Readit.You'veonlyhonored2out

of6.
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Ipaused.



Mum:shouldIlookformore?

Me:no.

Mum:Goreadyourbible.

IKeptquiet.

Mum:Inthemiddleofthenight?Inthemiddle

ofthenightRea?

Me:Itsonly21:25ma.

Mum;Hey!

Ikeptquietagain.

Mum:Whatiswrongwithyou?

Shetooktheapplethatwasonthetableand

threwitatmebutithitthestove.



Tshego:Mama!

Sheclosedherbible.

Tshego:What'sgoingon?

Mum:askher!

Shegotupfromthechairandlefttheroom.

Tshego:Lockthedoors

Idid.ThenIfollowedhertoourbedroom

Tshego:What'sgoingon?



Itookadeepbreath.

Tshego:Rea?

Me:Mumwaseavesdropping.

Tshego:Onyouand?

Me:Musa.

Tshego:Youwentoutsidetotalktohim?

Me:Yes

Tshego:Then?

Me:shequotedversesfromtheBible.

Tshego:Reabilwe!

Me:Iknow!

Tshego:Whatishedoingtoyou?

Me:Ilovehim.

Tshego:Youwhat?

Me:Ilovehim



Tshego:Youjustmethim..

Me:wellIlovehim.

Tshego:infatuation

Me:no.

Tshego:Rea

Me;Tshego.Iwanttobewithhim.

Tshego:Itsaffectingyourrelationshipwith

mum.

Me:That'sokay.

Tshego:goodnight.

Me:youtoo.

Shegotintobedandfacedthewall.Itookmy

booksandwenttotheloungetostudy.Istudied

till2amthenwenttobed.Icleanedinthe

morning,tookabathandwenttoseeTshepoat

around10.



Tshepo:msZanzibar.

Me:areyoureallygoingtocallmethat?

Tshepo:Yes.

Me:Imadeyoufood!

Tshepo:heywena,youcantcook.

Me:okayitsthefoodTshegocookedyesterday

Tshepo:NowIknowImsafe.whatdoyouwant?

Me:Nothing.

Tshepo;ThanksCuz.

Me:Weed.

Helaughed.

Tshepo;what?

Me:Please.



Tshepo:Iknewit!There.

Hegavemeabag.

Me:Seeyoulater.

Tshepo:Whereto?

Me:tomyman.

Tshepo:Havefun.

Me:Thanks.

Tshepo:Hey!

Me:Hi.

Tshepo:GoaskDoreenthereatthetilltogive

youcondoms.TellherI'llpay.

Me:Idon'tneed...

Tshepo:youwantmetomakeyoudrinkthis

petrol?

Me:Fine!



Tshepo:Go!

IwenttotheDoreenbutpaidforthem.At

around12:00,hecametofetchme.

Musa:Yousmellgood..

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:younotgonsaythesame?

Me:yousmellokay

Hegiggled.

Musa:Imissedyourcompany.

Me:Really?

Musa:Idid..

Me:Wellthankyouformissingme.I'mhere

now.



Musa:ThankGodforthat.

Me:mmm

Musa:How'syourmumdoing?

Me:She's...

Isighed.

Me:I'mhurtingher.Iam.AndIhatethat.

YesIhatedthat!IdidbutIwasonlyfollowing

myheart

Musa:Sowhyareyouhere?

Hewasn'tbeingcold.Hewasaskinganhonest

question.



Me:CozI'mfollowingmyheart

Musa:Youare?

Me:Iloveyou.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Thatsoundsgenuine.

Me:Cozitis.

Musa:andIloveyoutoo.

Me:SothatswhyI'mhere.

Musa:Whatdoyouwanttosnackoninthe

meantime?

Me:Somechips.

Musa:Washopingyou'dsay"youMusa"butits

okay.

Igiggled.



Me:CanIhavesomewine?

Musa:Areyousupposetodrinkthat?

Me:AmIpregnant?

Musa:No.

Me:Exactly!canIpleasehavesomewine?

Musa:Feelfreetochooseabottle.

Me;YouandTshego!Samecategory.

Musa:Ijustdon'tbelieveinphuzaThursday.

Me:that'sallonyoubaby.Thisleadstothe

rooftop?

Musa:JustopentheslidingdoorAndyouon

therooftopbasically.

Me;ohnice!

Musa;Youlikerooftops?

Me;Yep



Iwenttochooseabottleofwine.

Me:Youwantsome?

Musa;Nothankyou.

Me:I'llbeattherooftop.

Musa:Goonma'am.

Itookthebottleandglass.Icouldseehimfrom

whereIwassittingandIwasabletohearhim.

Musa;Whatareyoudoing?

Me;Rolingone.

Musa;Joint?

Me;Yep.

Musa:Yousmokeweed?

Me:Yes.Sometimes.Isthataproblem?



Heshookhishead.

Musa:Areyouyourmother'schild?

Me:YesIamBaby.

Musa:I'llcomejoinyou.

Me:Youonthistoo?

Musa:Yes.Occasionally.

Me:Wellthen.Hellopartner.

Musa:Hellohalf

Me:I'llwaitforyou.

Musa:Thankyou.

Me:Whotaughtyouhowtocook?

Musa:Ihaveanauntwho'sachefsowhenever

ImwithherIwatchandlearn.

Me:Youclose?



Musa:Very.

Me:Dad'sside?

Musa:Mum's.

Me:Okay

Musa:Canyoucook?

Ilaughed.

Me:That'soneofthethingsyoucanteachme.I

alwaysburnthepots.Iclean!Alot!AndI'm

probablyamasteratthat.OhandatBaking.

Musa:thatsbetter.Ican'tbake

Me:I'llteachyou..

Musa:I'dlovethat.

Hefinishedcookingandwehadourlunch,

struggledtokeepourhandstoourselvesand



afterthatwerolledmaybeabout3andsmoked

inbed.Wehadalotofnonsensetotalkabout.

Musa:Canyounotleave?

Me:Iwasn'tplanningondoingthat..

Itwas16:00.

Musa:Oh?

Me:Yes!I'mveryhungrythough.

Musa:SmokingmakesYouhungry?

Me:Notjustthat..

Musa:ONalediewormswena.

Igiggled.



Me:Iknow.Bongaoncetookmetothedoctor.

Musa:and?

Me:There'snothingwrongwithmeandmy4

mealsaday.

Musa:thereis.Youdon'tevengainweight

Me:itsagoodthing.IknowwhattoeatAnd

whatnottoeatbaby.

Musa:Iguessthatmakessense.

Me:Itdoes.

Musa:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:Meat.

Musa:Getdressedthenwe'llbuyyou

tomorrow'soutfitandtoiletries.

IdidJustthatandwewenttothemall.Bought

takeawaysandwentbacktohisapartment..We

sleptverylateJustlisteningtomusicand

talkingabouteverything.Myphonewasoff.I



didn'twanttobedisturbed.Thenextday,he

droppedmeoffatwork,wentHomeaftermy

longdayandTshegojustsaid"hi"tome.Mum

justlookedatmewhenIgreetedthem.Iwent

toputmybagsdowninmybedroom,changed

intocomfortableshoes,notthenewheelsIwas

wearingandwentbacktothekitchentogetmy

bottleofwater.

Mum:Soyou'vedecidedtolivelifethedevil's

way?

Iturned.

Tshego:wewereworriedsickaboutyou!

Me:I'mfine.

Mum:Youwerewithhimright?Youwerewith

thatdevilthatwearswatchesanddrinkshot

stuffRight?



IwascalmcosIwasverytiredandmymood

hadbeenmadesourbyacustomerthatdidn't

knowwhatshewanted.

Me;Yes.YesIwasma.AndI'llbringhimover

tomorrowsoyoucanseehim.Maybepeacewill

berestoredInthishouse.
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Mum:Good.Youbetter.

Itookmybottleandwentout.

Tshego:Rea!



Istopped

Tshego:Whereyougoing?

Me:ToseeBonga

Tshego:Younotchillingwithmetoday?

Me:Canwepleasechilllatersis?Inthelounge

outside

Tshego:Okay.

Me:Ihavenewmusiconmyotherphone.

Tshego;Ohnice.

Me:Youcanlistentoitwhileyoucook.

Tshego:whohookedyouup?

Me:Musa.

Tshego:Okay.I'llcheckitout.

Me:I'llseeyoulater.

Tshego:okaybabysis.



IheadedouttoBonga's.

Bonga:SoyouwenttoZanzibarandyoudidnt

tellme?

Me:I'msorry.

Bonga:Haibo!

Me:Yini?

Bonga:Youlivinglife.

Me:Likeitsgoldenyes.

Bonga:Youdon'tLookokay.

Me:somumknows.

Bonga:Knows?

Me:Yes.

Bonga:Huh?



Irolledmyeyes.

Bonga:Ohshit!

Me:Yep.

Bonga:Whatnow?

Itoldhimthe"helpingusoutwithgroceries"

story.

Bonga:ohcrap!

Me:Iknow.

Bonga:Sowhatdoyouthinkwillhappen?

Me:IDontknow.

Bonga:Andyoudontcare?

Me:Nope.

Bonga:he'sreallygotyouhey.



Me:I'veneverfeltthiswayaboutanyone.

Bonga:youheadoverheels.

Me:Iam.Ilovehim.

Bonga:Butdon'tletthisrelationshipruinthe

oneyouhavewithYourmother

Me:mum'sdifficulttodealwith.

Bonga:ButShe'llcomearound.Eventually.

Me:No.

Bonga:Abitoffaith?

Me:Youknowher.

Bonga:Ifeelforyou.

Me:I'llJustfollowmyheart.

Bonga:That'stheonlysolutiontoit

Me:Yep

Bonga:Sotellme...

Me:OhGod!



Wegiggled.

Bonga:HowwasZanzibar?

Me:itwasamazing.

Bonga:Hadfun?

Me:Yes.

Bonga:Haddrinks?

Me:Yes.

Bonga:Hadfood?

Me:yes.

Bonga:Hadsex?

Ilaughed.

Me:Iknewit!Yes.



Bonga:Youknewitwascoming

Me:Akereooffsideyamotho.

Helaughed.

Bonga:Imissedyou.

Me:ImissedyoutooB.

Bonga:Youhungry?

Igiggled.

Me:Yes.Very.

Bonga:Food'sonyoutoday.Steers

Me:okaycool.I'mdriving!

Igrabbedhiscarkeys.



Bonga:Ishouldhavenevertaughtyouhowto

drive

Me:That'swhatfriendsdo.

Bonga:WenawaphaphasinceoNalelicense.

Ilaughed.

Me:let'sgo.

Bonga:Youdon'tevenlooklikeyouhavemoney

onyou.

ItookouttheR300Ihadinmypocketandhe

quicklysnatcheditfromme

Me:Wow!

Bonga:nowwecango.



Helockedhisroomandoutwewent.

Bonga:Thankyou!.

Me:cravings?

Bonga:yes.

Me:ThentheysayIlovefood.

Bonga:Youdo.Istillwanttotakeyouto

anotherdoctor

Ichuckled.

Me:Youhavemoneytowasterightfriend?

Bonga:onyouyes!Ithinkyouhaveworms

Me:Ihaveanappetite.

Bonga:YeahRight..soyoutrytohidewhenYou

withMusa?



Me:ThatIeattoomuch?

Bonga:Yep.

Me:HellNo.

Bonga:Poorguy..

Me:Helovesawomanthateats

Bonga:yenaNa!

Me:Yes!

Wehadourfoodandwentbackhome.Tshego

wascooking.

Me:Burgerforyou.Iatethefries.Sorry.

Shelaughed.

Tshego:Youalwaysdothat.



Me:theyweregonagetcold.

Tshego:OhwowThanksSis.

Me:Itsapleasure.

Iputherdrinkinthefridge..

Tshego:Youokay?

Me:Yep.Where'smum?

Tshego:KoMaMohajane

Me:Nice.

Tshego:YousureyouwanttobringMusahere?

Me:150%sure.

Tshego:Okaythen.

Me:Sothemusic?

Tshego:itsverynice.

Me:Iknowhey.Hehasnicemusic.



Tshego:DifferentyetveryNice.

Me:Livetolearn.

Tshego:True.SohowsBongadoing?

Me:he'sokay..nevermindBonga...Where's

Richard?

IthinkIforgottoMentionthefactthatTshego

isinarelationship..Yeswithadevoted

Christianaswell.Theyunderstandeachother

andhe'swillingtowaitforher.Butthat'sthem!

He'stooboring!Ican'tdealreally.

Tshego:He'sOkay.

Me:Youguysarestillokay?

Tshego;Weveryhappy.

Me:Youreadingyourbibletogetherandpraying

together?

Tshego:Yes.



Me:That'sgood.

Tshego:You'vecomeoutofyourshellhaven't

you?

Me:Yes.Youknowthisisme.I'mthewild

Christianchild.Youandmumarecutfromthe

samecloth.Theonlydifferenceis,younotas

uptightassheis.

Tshego:Wowthankssis.Whatacomparison.

Me:Butitsthetruth.

Wegiggled.

Me:YouonlydrankjuiceonthatSaturdaywe

wentoutyetyousaidweshouldgothere.

Tshego:Ifeltlikegoingout.

Me:Forjuice?



Shelaughed.

Tshego:Ohshutup!

WesleptveryearlythatdayandbeforeI

knockedoffIgotacallfromMusa.

Me:Whereto?

Musa:Themalltogetlightbulbs.

Me:Beingabachelorishardworkhey.Ever

heardofa"grocerylist?"

Hegiggled.

Musa:Nosmartypants.Ihavent.

Me:itsbasicallyalistofeverythingthatyou

need.Evenlightbulbs.



Musa:ThankyouforeducatingmeMsKelly.

Me:PleasureMsLeonardo.

Musa:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou

Me:I'mokay..I'mwaitingforBongatocome

pickmeup.Hesaidhe's3minutesaway.

Musa:Okay.Besafe.

Me:Youtoo.Dontlookforanothermeatthe

mall.Youwontfindone.

Helaughed.

Musa:YesMsKelly..I'llkeepmyeyesonthe

basketandtheshelves.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Bongafinallyarrivedandwewenthome.There

weretwocompanyparkedoutside.Oneoutside

mygate.Andtheotheroutsidemyneighbor's

gate.Theoneparkedoutsidemygatewas

Richard's.Iwalkedrightinpressedandranto

thebathroom.IcouldhearRichardandTshego

talkinginthatoutsideroomwehadaschillas

lounge.Mumdidn'tknowtherewasanything

goingonbetweenthem.Theyweretheyouth

leaderssoobviouslytheirmeetingsseemed

innocent.Mumlikedhim.Idecidedtogointo

thehouseandchangefirstbeforeIcouldgo

greetthemcozIknewI'dhavetolistento

Richard'sstories.IsteppedinsidetheandI

heardmum'svoiceintheTVlounge.Shewas

backbeforeme

Mum:Ohthat'sverygood.Youshouldkeep

doingwhatyoudoing.I



Iwentthere.

Me:Dumelama.

Mum:HelloRea.

Me:hey.

Musa:Hi.

Me:Youokay?

Musa:Iam..howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Mum:ShegothermannersbacktodayMusa.

ThanktheAlmighty...Webumpedintoeach

otheratthemall..hewaslookingforbulbs.

Me:Ohnice.I'mgoingtochangeinto

somethingmorecomfortablema.

Iturnedtoleave.



Mum:TellmeRea

Iturnedagain.

Mum:Where'syournewobsession?Theboy

that'sleadingyouastray?

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:yousittingwithhimrightnowma.
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ShelookedatMusathenatme.

Mum:Reabilwe.



Me:Ma?

Mum:Exodus20:16"youshallnotgivefalse

testimony"

Me:I'mnot.

Mum:Whydoyouhatethispoorboysomuch?

Me:Mama,Ihavenoreasontohatehim.Ask

him.

ShelookedatMusa.

Mum:MusawaModimo.

Shehadtranslatedhisname.Itmeantsheliked

him.BongawasLebogatoher.

Musa:Ma?

Mum:Isthistrue?



Musaclearedhisthroat.

Musa:Yesitis

Mum:Howsomyson?

NotwhatIexpected..

Musa:WemetonSaturdayma.Atanevent.

Mum:Then?

IwenttositnexttoMusa.

Musa:undertheinfluenceofalcohol....we

committedadultery.



Musa!Hewassopolite.

Mum:"Letusbehavedecently,asinthedaytime,

notinorgiesanddrunkenness,notinsexual

immoralityanddebauchery,notindissension

andjealousy"youknowthatverse?

Musa:Romans13:13.

Mum:Anddidyoutwobehavedecently?

Musa:Noma'am.Wegottemptedandwe

couldn'tresist.

Mum:wellobviously.

Musa:Ma,Isincerelyapologizefor...

Mumshookherhead.

Mum:Itsnotyourfault.



What?Wait!What?Mum?WhatMutididthis

guyuseonmother?

Mum:It'sherfault.ShehadtoCarryherself.

Shehadtotellyouthatshe'swaitingforthe

Righttime.DidyoudothatReabilwe?

Me:Noma..

Mum:thenyougotoForeignplacesafterthat

Right?

Musa:Thatwasmyideama.

Mum:DidyoutellhertolieMusawaModimo?

Hekeptquiet.IfeltlikeIwasintheprincipal's

office.

Mum:Didhetellyoutolie?

Me:Noma.



Mum:Thenwhy?Insteadofbeinghonestyou

lied.YouliedReabilwe.

Me:Ma,younotunderstanding.

Mum:Musa,canyouleaveus?

Musa;Yesma'am.I'mverysorryma.

Mum:You'reforgivenmyson..Godbewithyou.

Me:CanIwalkhimout?

Musa:No..I'llbeFine.

Helefttheroom.Forgiven?Justlikethat?

Really?Seriously?

Mum:Andthen?

Me:Ma,Ilovehim.

Mum:Okay.

Me:Yes.Andthere!Hopefullywe'llstopfighting

now.



Shegotupandwenttothebedroom.Wellthat

wasn'tsobad!

IwenttochangeandjoinedRichardandTshego.

Tshego:whowaswithmum?

Me:Musa

Tshego:Huh?

Me:Theybumpedintoeachotheratthemall.

Tshego:and?

Me:Sheknowsnow.

Shetookadeepbreath..

Tshego:And?

Me:didntgosobad.



Tshego:Nametranslation?

Me:Done.

Tshego:That'swhy.Itmeansshelikeshim.

Me:sheblamesmeactually.Shehasforgiven

him.Notme!

Tshego:Ithinkit'sbecausesheexpectedmore

fromyou.

Me:she'llgetoverit!.

Tshego:Afteralotofpraying

Richardlookedatme.

Richard:Rea?

Me:Rich?

Richard:Mark14:38Watchandpraysothatyou

willnotfallintotemptation.Thespiritiswilling,

butthebodyisweak."



Iwasgettingtirednow!Really!Firstmum!Now

thesoninlaw?IlookedatTshego.

Me:I'mgoingtoBonga.

Tshego:Okay.

Me:I'llbuyussomemeat.Pleasemakechips.

Tshego:Buyrollsaswell.

Me:Cool.

Richard:GodblessyouRea.

Me:thankyou.

Iwenttogetmypurseandwentout.

"Rea!"



ItwasElla.

Me:OhheyElla.

Ella:heyyougood?

Me:Iam.

Ella:Dontforget.

Me:forget?

Ella:Gettingmarriednextweek..

Me:Oh.Beengoingthroughalotsorry.

Ella;Alot?WereyounotinZanzibar?.

Me:Iwas.Idontwanttodiveintoit.

Ella:Whereto?

Me:Bonga's

Ella:Ah.I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Me:Itscool.



Shewentoff.AsIwasworking,Tshepo

stoppednexttome.

Me:Haiwenaman!

Tshepo:let'sgotothemall.

Me:Kokae?

Tshepo:Thistuckshoptheycallamall.

Ismiled.

Me:Okay.

IgotIn.

Tshepo:What'swrong?

Me:yourauntknowsnow.



Tshepo:abouttheguy?

Me:Methimtoday.

Tshepo:Good!Good!Rakgadineedstochill.

Bonaleyourpimplesaregone.Akereyou

gettingsome.

Imanagedtolaugh.

Me:how'sYourlittleonedoing?

Tshepo:he'sfine.Ifoundhimcrying.Mama

tengwasbusyshakinghimKarekesgubhusa

sqho.

Tshepothough!

Me:youcrazy!

Tshepo:I'mtellingyou..shecan'tcalmherown



kiddown.I'mstartingtodoubt.Mytwokids

didn'tcrysomuch.

Me:That'sYourkid.Stoptryingtorunaway

fromyourresponsibilities.

Tshepo:Haisuka!

Myphonerang.

Tshepo:Don'tanswer.

Idid.

Me:Heybaby

Musa:Youokay?

Me:Iam.

Musa:How'smum?

Me:She'sOkay.



Musa:yousure?

Me:She'snottalkingtome.

Musa:baby....

Me:I'llbefine.Don'tstress.

Musa:okay.

Me:Iloveyou.

Musa:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Ihungup.

Tshepo:Hebettertreatyouright.

Me:Hewill.

Wewenttogetfoodandhetookmehomeafter

wesmokedabout3.Mumwasstillinher

bedroom..readingherBibleapparently



Tshego:Youhigh?

Me:nope.Notreally.I'mgoingtotakeabath.

There'sthemeat.

Tshego:Okay.

Iwenttotakeabathandwentstraighttobed.

Ataround23:40Iwaswokenupbymum.

Mum:let'sgopray.Takethis.

Itooktheanointingoil.

Mum:Mark6:13"Theydroveoutmanydemons

andanointedmanysickpeoplewithoiland

healedthem".

Me;MumcanIpleasesleep?



Tshegowokeup.

Tshego:What'sgoingon?

Mum:weprayingforyoursistersoshecan'tbe

temptedagain.

Tshego:Nowma?

Mum:yesnow.

Tshego:butshe'stired.

Mum:Tshego,getup.Let'sgoReabilwe.

Welookedateachotherandfollowedhertothe

lounge.Westoppedandlookedateachother

whenwesawMusa.

Mum:gositnexttohim.I'mgoingtofetchmy

bible.Westartingthemidnightprayersoon
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Shelefttheroom

Me:Shecalledyou?

Musa:yes.Isortofgavehermybusinesscard

earlieronatthemallcozofthecharitythingI

run.

Me:Andnow?

Musa:shecalledmeataround21:00andtold

metobehereforthemidnightprayer.

Me:What?Thisisinsane.

Musa:anythingtocalmherdown.

Tshego:I'msorryMusa.

Musa:Itsokay.

Me:Ohmyapologies.ThisismysisterTshego.



Sis,meetMusa.

Musa;nicetomeetyousis.

Tshego:Likewise.

Mumcameback.

Mum:Let'sbegin.

Shestartedpreachingforabout10minutesAnd

prayedforaverylongtime.AskingtheLordfor

forgiveness.ShewentonAndon!

Us:amen.

Wesatonthecouch.

Mum:I'mdone.I'mgoingtobednow.



Ilookedather.Noblessing!

Mum:Isitsafeforyoutotravelhomenow?

Musa:itisma.

Mum:GodbewithMusawaModimo.

Musa:dankiema.

Shelefttheroom.

Me:I'msorry.

Musa:There'snothingtobesorryfor.

Me:Yousure?

Musa:yes.Ilikeyourmum

Tshegolaughed.



Tshego:What'snottolike?

Musa:Exactly.

Tshego:Travelsafely.

Musa:haveagoodrest.

ShelefttooandIwalkedhimout.

Me:whatnow?

Musa:Idon'tknowbaby.

Me:I'mjustgladsheknowsnow.

Musa:Imgladtoo.

Me:Ifeellikegoingwithyou.

Musa:No!Notafterthatprayer.

Me:makesmesad

Musa::howaboutwesleephere?



Me:inthecar?

Musa:yes.

Me:soyoucan...

Musa:nodirtythoughts.Iwon'teventouchyou.

Me:Okay.Letmegograbmyblankies.

Musa:Andcoffeeplease.Youmakegood

coffee

Me:Okay.

Iwentbackandmadethecoffee,poureditinto

averybigflaskandchangedintomytrackpants.

WoreTshego'swarmshoesandtookthe

blankieseventhoughIknewhehadtheheater

oncozIgotreallycoldAtnight.

Mum:Rea!



Iopenedherdoorslowly.

Mum:WheretowithBlankets?

Me:Ma?

Mum:Whereto?

Me:MusaandIaresleepinginhiscar.

Mum:won'tyoutwogetsick?

Me:Wehavetheheateron.

Mum:didn'tIjustprayfor...

Me:Mum,wejustgoingtobetalking.

Mum:OkayReabilwe.

Me:Doesthatmean...

Mum:No.Closethedoor.Iwanttosleep.

Iclosedthedoor.Tookthemugsandwent

backtothecar.



Musa:Suchabigflask.

Me:YouloveyourcoffeeI'venoticed.

Musa:Ido

Me:There.

Musa:Baby?

Me:Hey.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Musa:Andnowthatyoutheonlyonethat'sgot

myheart.I'veneverfeltthiswayaboutanyone.

Me:Really?

Musa:Really.

Me:Ireallyloveyoutoo.EventhoughI'veonly

knownfortwoweeks.

Helaughed.



Musa:ThanksforemphasizingthatSmarty.

Me:pleasure.

Musa:Wecouldn'tgetawaythisweekend.

Me:Nope.

Musa:Canwenextweekend?

Me:Sotheycansaywesinning.

Musa:Thatisnottrue.I'lltalktoher

Igiggled.

Me:No.

Musa:afriendofmineisgettingmarried..

Me:Nice.

Musa:inGhana.

Me:Oh!



Musa:soIwashopingI'dtagyoualong.

Me:Mm

Musa:mm?

Me:I'llbehonestthistime

Helaughed.

Musa:Ineedaplusone.

Me:Oh!

Musa:soplease.

Me:Okay.I'mGonhavetotellYourmother.

Musa:Thatsokay.We'llaskhertogether.

Ilookedathim.

Musa:DidIsayanythingwrong?



Me:No.Yourespectherdon'tyou?

Hesmiled.

Musa:Shegavebirthtoyou.MyAngel.Of

courseIrespecther.

Me:Isee.

Musa:andshe'saveryniceperson..

Me:Sheisamazing.Eventhoughshe...hai

mama!

Helaughedatme.

Musa:you'llmissheronceyoumarriedtome

andourkidsdon'tgiveyoutimetoyourself.

Ifakedasmile.Ihadntgivenitthatmuch



thought.I'veneversatdownandpictured

myselfwiththat.Honestly.

Me:Howmanykidsdoyouwant?

Musa:25.

Ilaughed.

Me;Youcrazy.

Musa:Just3.

Me:Thoughtyou'dsaytwo.

Musa:Nah.Three..

Me:That'sokay.

Musa:you?

Ipaused.



Musa:Hadn'tgivenitmuchthought?

Me:That'sright.

Musa:Itsokay.Weinnorushright?

Me;That'strue.

Musa:Youmakeameancupofcoffee.

Me:Iknowright?

Musa:"thankyoubaby"

Me:No.

Musa:Fine!

Me:Solet'ssaywegotothiswedding.

Musa:Yes?

Me:Idon'thaveanoutfit.

Musa:I'llsortyouout.

Ikeptquiet.



Musa:letmeprovide..

Me:Idon't...

Musa:please.

Me:Okay.

Musa:cozIloveto.Justfocusonyourstudies

baby.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Youdon'twanttoquit?

Me:No..

Musa:listentowhatI'msaying.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Youdoingyourfinalyearnextyearright?

Me:Yeah.

Musa:getyourdegreethenyoucanwork.Ijust

wantyoutofocusplease.I'vegotyou.

Me:okayI'llthinkaboutit.



Musa:Pleasedon't.

Me:Okayfine.

Musa:thankyou.

Me:Butfromnextyear.Imwritingmyexams

nextmonththenI'llquitaftertheyearend

function..

Musa:Ngyabonga.

Wespoketillwefellasleep.Wewerewokenup

byaknockonthewindow.

Mum:Come.

Wefoldedtheblanketsandlockedthedoor.

Me:Whattimeisit?

Musa:Morningbaby.



Me;Goodmorning.

Musa:8:05.

Me:Oh.

Wewentinside.

Mum:Musahereyougo.

Itwasabrandnewtoothbrushandfacecloth.

Mum:Yoursoap.Isprotexfine?

Musa:yesitisma.Thankyou.

Mum:Justneedyoutwotobrushyourteeth

andcleanyourfaces.I'vemadefood.

Musa::okayma.

Mum:She'llshowyouthebathroom.



Shewasveryserious.Musafollowedmetothe

bathroomandIgrabbedmytoothbrushtoo.

Wewerelaughingatsomethingwhilebrushing

ourteethandmumclearedherthroat.

Mum:beenwaitingherelongenough.Please

finishup.

Wedid.Thenwenttojointheminthekitchen.

WejoinedhandstoprayandbeforeIcouldgrab

theyoghurtmumstoppedme.

Mum:IDontknowwhat'sgoingonbetweenyou

twobutthereisclearlyalotofelectricity.

Tshego:Chemistryma.

Mum:Yeseo.



Mumthough.Wedidn'tlaugh.

Mum:MusawaModimo,Idon'tevenlikeyou,I

loveyouboy.Youarerespectfulandthoughtful.

ReaisrebelliousthatI'venoticedagesagobut

triedtokeepherontrack.She'sveryluckyto

haveyou.Youtwolooklikeyouhappytogether

andIwillnotstandinyourway.AllIcandois

hopeandpraythatyoudothingstheright.

What'sdoneisdone.Youtwohavemyblessing.
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Musa:Thankyouma.

Me:Thankyoumama.

Mum:Itisapleasureandnexttimewhenyou

twodecidetogoawaypleasetellmethetruth

Reabilwe.



IlookedatMusaandheslowlyshookhishead.

Me:I'mgongoaheadandtellher.

Musa:OkayFine.

Me:Mama?

Mum:Rea?

Me:Musa'sfriendisgettingmarriedthis

comingweekendinGhana.Sohewantstotake

methereashisplusone.

Mum:Okay.Itwasn'tthatdifficultright?

IlookedatHer.

Mum:MybabyamIreallythatbad?Tshego?

Tshego:yes.

Mum:She'sarebelleyenaman.



Welaughed.Mumwasback.Shecouldswitch

anytimethough.

Weateup.Thefruitsaladwasnice.Ihardlyate

itsowhatever!...mumwasmakingmorefood

afterthat.Apparentlythatjustwasastarter.

Mum!Yes.

Tshego:youdoingthegardentoday.

Me:That'snotfair.

Tshego:HaiRea!

Me:okayfine.You'llhelp?

Musa:Yes.It'stherapeutic.

Me:Really?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Buthowdoyou...

Musa:GardensathomeandItoldyouabout



dad.

Thefarms!

Me:Ohyes.

Musa:sodon'tstress.

Mum:Yousleepingathometoday?

Me:ma?

Mum:yououteverySaturday.

Me;IpromisedEllathatI'dcomeseeher.

Sleepovermaybe

Mum:yousee?Youallergictous?

Me:noma.

Mum:then?

Me:I'llsleepheretoday.

Mum:Sowecangotochurchtomorrow.



Me:okaymama.

Mum:youshouldjoinustomorrowMusa.

Shereallylikedhim.Hertonewassofterwhen

shespoketohim

Musa:Iwillma..whattimedoestheservice

start?

Mum:9:00.

Musa:okayma'am.I'llbehereat8:30.

Mum:Rea,youbetterwakeup.Early.Shecan't

cookdidshetellyou?

TshegoAndMusalaughed.

Me:thanksforrubbingitinma.

Tshego:Andshedoesn'twanttolearn.



Me:Idon'tlikecooking..

Mum:Youneedtolearnhowtocook.Youcan't

expectTshegotocookforyouforever.

Me:Iclean.

Mum:You'llliveontakeawaysson.

Musa:Icancookma.

Mum:Teachher.

MumhadapersonalvendettaagainstmeI

swear.Wehadbreakfast,Musawaspatient

withher,theyspokeliketheyHadknowneach

otherforyears.Iwaseventoldtonotbother

goingtothegarden.Mumwasgoingtodothat

withher"son".

Me:Ithinkmum'stakinghimawayfromme.

Tshego:No.Shelikeshimyesbutonlyforyou.

Heunderstandsherhey.Theyjustclick.



Me:Itsweird.

Tshego:It'snot.Rejoice.

Me:No.

Shelaughed.

Tshego:Don'twanttoshare?

Me;No.

Tshego:Toolate.

Me:Tellmeaboutit!

Tshego:you'llbefine.Takethistothem.

Me:Okay

Itookthetraywiththejuiceandglassesand

wenttothegarden.Theywerelaughingat

something.Probablymum'sstories.



Me:Ibroughtsomejuice

Mum:ThankyouRea.

Me:It'sapleasure.

Mum;Wealmostdoneokay?

Iletoutasighofrelief.

Me:Okayma.

Mum:I'mgoingtoaparty.

Me:Aparty?

Mum:MaMorwe's70th.I'llbebacklate.

Me:Oh.Okay.

Mum:Yougoingsomewhere?

Me:Wegoingsomewherebabe?

Musa:Yesweare.

Mum:Okaythen.Tshego'salsogoingoutwith



Richard.Soyoubettertakeyourhousekeys

thatifyoucomingback.

Me:Iwill.Youcangogetreadyfortheparty.I'll

finishup.

Mum:MonawahaoReabilwe!TheBiblesays....

Me:Mumnoplease!

Mum:Itspeaksofjealousy.ButI'llgo.

Me:Byema.

Mum:byeRea.

Shetookherjuiceandleft.

Me:Hadfun?

Musa:Tonsoffun.Shehasalottosayright?

Me:thisisonlythebeginning.

Weturnedourheadswhenwesawthegate



open.ItwasNkele.

Nkele:Dumelang.

Musa::hi.

Me:Hi.

Nkele:Lekae?

Me:Reteng.Youraunt'sinthehouse.

Nkele:Noformalities?

Me:Ohyes.Baby,thisisNkele,mycousin's

sister.

Musa:Tshepo?

Me:yes.She'sTshepo'ssister.ThisisMusa,My

person.

Nkele:nicetomeetyou..I'mhercousin.

Me:Noshe'snot.Canyouexcuseusnow?

Nkele:Yousorude!

Me:Iknow!



Sheleftus.

Musa:Ididntknowit'sthisbad.

Me:Itis.Let'sfinishup.Mumevengaveyouan

overall.

Musa:andit'sstillnew.

Me:itlooksgoodOnyou.

Musa:Iknow.

Me:OhGod!

Musa:Stopusingitinvain.

Me:it'srubbingoffonyouright?

Helaughed..

Musa:Itis.



Me:Sowherewegoing?

Musa:Myapartment.

Me:dayin?

Musa:Yes.Youokaywiththat?

Me:Ofcourse.

Wefinishedworkingonthegardenandwatched

asmumshowedoffheroutfit.

Tshego;HowLongwillthephotoshootgoon

for?

Me:Ihavenoclue.Herliftiswaiting.

Nkelewastakingpicturesofher.

Mum:comeMusa.

Tshego:Ohthat'safirst.



Hewasouthisoverallnow.Ihadgivenhimone

ofmyguytopsIowncoztheonehehadon

wasDirty.Ilikedbaggyshirts.

Tshego:LetmetakethatpicNkele.

Shepassedhermum'sphoneandshetook

about3.

Mum:Okaybyekids.

Wesaidbyetoherandwatchedasshegotinto

thecar.

Me:Timeforustogotoo.I'llshoweratyour

place.

Musa:gogetyourclothesthen.



Iwenttopackmyoutfitandtookmyhouse

keys.

Tshego:I'llbebacklate.

Me:Okay.HaveFunsis.

Tshego:youtoo.Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.

ShesaidbyetoMusaandwelefthertherewith

Nkele.

Musa:Thatwasagreatstarttotheday.

Me:Iagree.

Musa:Areyouthattroublesomebaby?

Me:Sortof.Sheoncefoundweedandabottle

ofvodkainmybagso...



Musa:Rea!

Me:Imnotlikethem.

Musa:Ithinkshe'sacceptedthatnow.

Me:Ithinksotoo.Younotgoingtoyourlounge

today?

Musa:noma'am..I'mspendingthedaywithyou.

That'swhyIhavemanagers.

Me:OkaySir.

Whenwegottohisapartmentwetookabath

togetherandwatchedamovie.

About30minuteslater,weheardaknock.He

wenttogetit

"Musawenkosi!I'vebeencallingyou,you

weren'therethismorning"



TheladycameIn..shewaswearingapretty

summerdress.

Musa:Yes,Iwasout.

"Wherewereyou,you..."

Shestoppedwhenshesawme.

"YoumustbeMsKelly,I'mhisauntNomvula,

comegivemeahug"

Idid..

Aunt:Youverypretty

Me:thankyou.CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?

Aunt:She'sgotmanners.Iloveher.He'llgetit

forme.Justsitdown.



Wesatdown.

Aunt:Musateaplease.

Musa:YesI'mgoing.

Aunt:hetoldmealotaboutyou.

Me:goodthingsIhope.

Aunt:ofcourse.He'sneverspokensohighlyof

anygirl.MsKelly...

Me:JustKellyma.

Aunt:Forgivememychild,Kelly,youareexactly

whatheneeds.Hemightseemstrongonthe

outsidebuthe'snotsostrongontheinside.He

wentthroughalotandisstillgoingthrougha

lot.Justbehispillarofstrength.Hereally

needsyou.Don'tgiveuponhim.
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Me:Pleaseexplain

Aunt:ratherhedothat.

Me:Okayma.

Itwasfair.Itwas.Iguessitmadesense.

Aunt:He'streatingyouokay?

Me:Heis.

Ismiled..Musacamebackwith3cups.Oneof

teaandtwoofcoffee.

Musa:Aunty?

Aunt:Musa?

Musa:Thatwomanthatmakesyourclothes



Aunt:OhMaggi?

Musa:Yes.Canyougivemehernumbers?

Aunt:Why?

Musa:WegoingtoDavid'sweddingsoIwas

hopingshe'dmakeReaadress.

Aunt:okay.

Shesentthemtohisphone.

Aunt:Youknowwhatyouwant?

Me:Notyet.

Aunt:Comesithere.

Iwenttositnexttoherandwescrolledthrough

hergallery.Shehada"dresses"folder.

Me:That'scute.



Aunt:Itis.Itwilllookgoodonyou.

Me:Thisisit.

Aunt:I'llsendityourman'sphone.

Me:ThankyouAunty.

Aunt:It'sapleasure.

Musa:Wanttocomeback?

WegiggledandIwentbacktohim.

Aunt:Youtheonlychild?

Me:No.Ihaveanoldersister.

Aunt:Bothparentsstillalive?

Me:Noma'am.MydadpassedonwhenIwas

16.

Aunt:OhI'msorry.

Me:itsokay.



Aunt:Studying?

Me:YesHR.

Aunt:niceone.Begoodtoeachother.

Musa:Weare.

Aunt:Youmusttellmeifhedoesn'ttreatyou

Right.

Musa:Me?

Aunt:Yes.

Musa:I'llcallyouwhenshedoesn'ttreatme

Right.

Welaughed.

Aunt:IknowShe'lltreatyouRight.Kellytellme

okay?

IlookedatMusaandsmiled.Iadoredhim.



Me:Idon'tthinkhe'lltreatmebad.

Aunt:shelovesyou.Theloveinhereyes.

Musa:AndyoudontthinkIloveher?

Aunt:Haisuka.JustbeGoodtoher.

Musa:Yesma'am.

Shedecidedtoleaveaftershedrankhertea.

Aunt:HavefuninGhana.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:Wewill..Withoutyou.Itfeelsgood.

Aunt:Goingplaceswithoutme?

Musa:Yes.Iwasgettingtiredofyouforcingme

totakeyouasmyplusone.



Welaughed.

Aunt:Iwastryingtokeepyouawayfromthose

loosegirls.

Helaughed..

Musa:Anditworkedaunty.Thankyou.

Aunt:Ideserveagift.

Musa:I'llbringyouonefromGhana.

Aunt:Yes!Materialplease.

Musa:Yes!Iwill

Aunt:Okaybye.

Ihuggedher.



Aunt:Takecare.

Me:Willdo.

Shethenhuggedhernephew.

Aunt:Youtakecaretoo.

Musa:YesAunty.

Aunt:Byekids.

Sheleft.

Me:She'snice.

Musa:Yessheis.

Ididn'twanttoaskhimaboutwhathisaunt

said.Idecidedtowaitforhimtotell

me..wheneverthatwouldbe.



Musa:Youhungry?

Me:YesIam

Musa:Come.

Ifollowedhimtothekitchen.

Musa:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:You.

Helaughed.

Me:I'mserious.

Musa:HaveIturnedyouintoanaddict?

Me:Idon'tknow.Youtellme.

Musa:that'snot...okay.



Me:Not?

Musa:notananswer.

Me:youjustlookyummyfrombehindthat

counter.

Musa:We'vejustbeenprayedfor.

Me:Hoursago.Iknow.

Musa:Rea...

Me:Don'tmakemebeg.

Heputthelettucedownandcametome.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:yep!

Rightonthecounter.Itwasexhilarating!And

rough.Musawasabeast.WhenpulledoutI

wantedwasmoreofhimandhedeprivedmeof

that.



6monthsdown,wewerehappy.Veryhappy!I

hadmethisdad.Veryniceperson.Veryopen

minded.Musawasstillmum'sBuddy.Ihadmet

hiscousinsandtheyweregreatpeople.Ihadn't

methismumthough,apparentlyshedidn'tlike

thecity.HeandTshepowereHeinekenbuddies.

AndheandBongagotalong.Hedidn'tlikeElla.

Bonga'sinfluenceItellyou.Wenevermissed

churchunlessifwewereaway,Hestillhadn't

saidanythingabout"whathewasgoing

through"

Mum:Rea!

Me:Ma?

Mum:Come.



Iwenttothelounge.

Mum:Whichcurtainsdoyoulike?DidIdisturb

you?

Me:Yes.Iwasstudyingma..butitsokay.

Mum:Okaychoose.

Ilookedatthepicturesonhertablet.

Me:whosellsthese?

Mum:Justchoose.

Me:Okay.

IchosetwothatIliked.

Mum:how'sMusadoing?



Me:He'sokay.

Mum:Youtwoareplanninganotherroadtrip?

Me:Noma.

Mum:okay..

Me:Youwerewithhimyesterdayma.

Mum:Iwasjustasking.

Me:He'sokay.

Mum:Okay

Me:CanIgobacktoMystudying?

Mum;Yes.

Iwentbacktothebedroom,about20minutes

later,Musacalledme.

Me:Heybaby.

Musa:Hey.Youokay?



Me:I'mfine..

Musa:Yousoundtired.

Me:Iam.Beenstudying.

Musa:Youhadnoclassestoday?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Dinner?

Me:err...

Musa:Atmyplace.Please.

Me:Okayfinelove..whattime?

Musa:19:30.

Me:Okaycool.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IhungupAndlookedforsomethingI'dwearto

dinner.



Tshego:Andthen?

Me:lookingforsomethingtowear

Tshego:Why?

Me:Dinner.AtMusa's.

Tshego:Sowhyyoustressing?Yougonbe

indoors.Jeanandatop

Me:I'mtiredofthat.

Tshego:Okay.Wearthatdress.You'venever

wornitbefore.

Me:ohyes..thankyou.

Tshego:pleasure..

Igotreadyataround17:00anddrovetohis

place.Yes!Hehadmetakeoneofhiscars.

Musa:Youlookbeautiful.



Me:Thankyou.ThoughtI'ddollupforyou.You

looknicetoo.

Musa:wellthankyou.Yourdinneronthe

rooftop

Me:Thisisafirst.

Musa:wealwaysoutsoIthoughtthiswouldbe

nice.

Heleadmetomyrooftop.Softmusicinthe

background.Beautifulsetting.

Me:Itakeityousealedthatdeal?

Musa:Idid.

Me:Ohnicewaytocelebrate.

Musa:Takeaseat.

Heopenedachairforme.



Musa:Thankyouforallyoursmartideasyou

helpedmewith.

Me:gladIhelped..Iknowhowmuchyouwanted

this.Canweeatnow?

Helaughed.

Musa:Yeswecan.

Wehadourdinner..itwasabeautifulnight.

Whenthatwasdone,welookedatthecity

lights.Ilovedtodothat..

Musa:Ihaveaquestiontoask.

Me:goon.



Iwasn'tlookingathim.Hesuddenlywentquiet

Andhewasonhisknee.Ringboxopen.

Musa:willyoupleasemarryme?

Ilookedathim.Pausedforaminuteandtooka

deepbreath.

Me:No.
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Me:pleasegetup.

Hedid.

Musa:Whatdoyoumean"no?"



Me:Canwegobackinside?

Hefollowedmeinside.

Musa:Don'tyouwantthis?

Me:Notnow.

Musa:whatdoyoumean?

Me:we'veonlyknowneachotherfor6months

Musa:YesandIwanttospendtherestofmy

lifewithyou.

Me:andIdotoo.Musait'stoosoon.

Musa;Wearenotgettinganyyounger.

Me:Ionlyturned24afewweeksback.Thisis

noton.Musa,it'stoosoon.

Musa:Rea?

Me:Him?

Musa:Ithoughtwewantedtobetogether.



Me:Andthat'strue.Itis.Butnotjumpinto

marriage.

Musa:Idon'tunderstand.Mostwomenwould...

Me:I'mnotmostwomen.

Hetookadeepbreath.

Musa:I'msorry.Ijustdon'tunderstand.

Me:I'mnotready..thisisabigstep.

Musa:Nothing'sgoingtochange.Youjust

goingtohaveanewsurname.

Me:Musa,marriageisabigstep.Look,Ilove

you.Verymuch.AndI'mnotsayingIwon't

marryyou.Justnotnow.

Hekeptquiet.



Musa:Okay.

Me:"okay?"

Musa:It'sfine.

Me:I'llholdontotheringcozitsverypretty.

Heshotasmileatme.

Musa:wow.

Me:IreallyloveyouandI'llneverleaveyou.

Justonestepatatimeplease.

Musa:Okay..

Me:okay?

Musa:Yesokay.

Me:SoIgotussomeweed.Thisisan

occassionright?

Helaughed...



Musa:Itis.

Me:Rooftop?

Musa:Yes.

Itookmyshoesoffandgrabbedablanketand

cushions.

Musa:Wesittingonthis?

Me:Yescomeon.

Herolledabout3.

Me:Youstillwanttodothisevenafterwehave

kids?

Musa:Smokeweed?

Me:Yep.



Musa:Iftheynotaroundthenyes.

Me:Good.

Musa:Youdontwanttostop?

Me:Nope.

Helookedintomyeyes..

Me:what'swrong?

Musa:Youaresomethingelseyouknowthat?

Me:Howso?

Musa:youdifferent.

Me;Fromallyourgirlfriends.Ishouldbe.

Musa:there'ssomethingaboutyouandIcan't

seemtofigureitout.

Me:Youwillastimegoeson.

Musa:IhopeIdo.



Wecontinuedsmokingandmadeloveonthe

rooftop.Wehadneverdonethatbeforesoit

wasmagical.IhadnoclassesthenextdaysoI

madehimbreakfastinbed.Yes...hisAunthad

taughtandstillwasteachingmehowtoCook.

Sowashe.Iwasteachinghowtobake.

Me:Morning.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Breakfast.

Musa:thankyou.CanIjustgocleanmymouth?

Me:Sure.

Afewminuteslater,hecameback.

Musa:Itakeityoufilledthisplatelikethiscoz

yougoingtodiginaswell.



Me:Iam.

Musa:Veryromanticbaby.

Me:Sharingisloving.

Musa:Right?

Me:Yes

Hisphonerang.

Musa:HeyMonica...good...no...I'mnotcoming

intoday....rescheduleplease....thanksbye.

Hehungup.

Me:Andwhyaren'tyougoingtowork?

Musa:CosI'mwithyou.

Me:thatsnotavalidreason..



Musa:Tomeitis.Wanttogobungeejumping?

Me:nope.

Musa:Whynot?

Me:Ijustwanttorelax.

Musa:Okayfine.

Me:Stayinbed.

Musa:And?

Me:Talkcrazy.

Musa:Whatelse?

Me;WatchTV.

Musa:goon

Ms:Justthat.

Webothgiggled.

Me:Yes.



Musa:Okaythat'sfine.

Me:Musa?

Musa;Baby?

Iwantedtogetitoffmychest.Really.

Me:Youhardlytalkaboutyourupbringingand

childhoodwhy?

Musa:Cozithurts.

Me:Soyoudon'twanttotalkaboutitatall?

Musa:MaybewhenI'mready.

Me:Youdon'tthinkyouarenow?

Musa:No.

Youcouldseethehurtonhisface.



Me:Okay.

Musa:don'tworry.

Me:Iam.

Musa:Baby,I'mstilldealingwithit.

Me:Andwhendoyouthinkyou'llbereadytotell

me?

Hekeptquiet.

Musa:Idon'tknow.

Inodded.

Me:It'sfine.

Musa:Isit?

Me:Yesbaby.



Ididn'tlikepushingpeople.Thatwasnotme.

Really.

Musa:Thanksbabe

Myphonerang.

Me:HeyElla.

Musarolledhiseyes.Ihithishand.

Ella:yougood?

Me:YesIam.Howareyou?

Ella:I'mfine.Youaround?

Me:Nowhy?



Ella:Ineededtotalktoyou.

Me:Youdon'tsoundokay.

Ella:I'mnot.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Ella:KeMoses.

Me:I'llcomebackinafewhours.Sayataround

14:00.I'llstopatyourhouse.

Ella:Thankyou.

Me:Noproblemfriend.Bye

Ella:Bye.

Ihungup.

Me:whatdoyouhaveagainstElla?

Musa:Yourfriend'sweird.

Me:No.You'vebeentalkingtoBongaabouthim.

That'swhy.



Musa:No.RememberWhenyouinvitedherover

forthat"gettoknoweachother"braaiwehad

forourcousins.

Igiggled.

Me:Shewasokay.

Musa:noshewasnt.Shewasmeantoeveryone.

Me:Musa...

Musa:I'msorrybutshethinksshe'sbetterthan

everyoneelseandShecomesacrossas

judgemental.

Me:Sheisabitjudgemental.

Musa:yousee?

Me:Butshe'sagoodfriend.

Musa:Yousupposetosaythat.She'sYour

friend.Idon'tlikeher



Me:TellmesomethingIdon'tknowbaby

Wefinishedeatingourbreakfastandwenttow

Washthedishes.Icleanedandafterwetooka

bath,hegotacall.Itwasfromhisaunt.

Musa:excusemebabe.

Hewenttoansweritoutside.Auntandnephew

thingsIguess.HeCamein10minuteslater,his

moodhadchanged

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:I'mtalkingtoyou.



Musa:Bonginkosi'sdadpassedon

Bonginkosiwashiscousin.Theywerequite

close.

Me:OhI'msorry.

Hewasnotsad.Hewasangry.

Me:DoyouthinkweshouldgooveratNkosi's

placeandcheckonhim.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Musa...I'mtalkingtoyou.

Musa:no,he'salreadyonhiswayto

Mpumalanga.



Me:Icangowithyoutothefu...

Musa:No.

Me:Yes.Youlooklikeyou...

Musa:DamnitReaman!

Hesnapped.Ilookedathimindisbelief.

Musa:look...leave.Iwanttobeleftalone.
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Me:What?

Musa:Leave!

Me:Musa.

Musa:Reapleaseleave!



IchangedintothedressIhadonthenight

beforeandtookmythings.Fuckhim!Iwasonly

tryingtobethereforhim.Iwentstraightto

Ella's.

Me:Hey

Ella:Hey.Youlookpissed.

Me:Nah.Thisain'taboutme.What'sup?

Ella:Canwegositunderthetree?

Me:Yes.

Ella:givemeaminute.

Shewenttofetchthegrassmat.

Me:What'sup?

Shetookadeepbreath.



Me:Ah!Thatbad?

Ella:Idon'tevenknowwheretostart.

Me:Startwherever.

Shetookanotherdeepbreath.

Me:haveyoubeencrying?

Shenodded.

Me:Why?

Ella:Moses.

Me:Don'ttellmehisassischeating.

Ella:Hewantsadivorce.

Me:what?



Ella:Yes.

Me:YoutwogotmarriedMonthsagowhat's

withhimnow?

Ella:Hesaidhedoesn'tlovemeanymore.

Myjawdropped.

Me:IsMosescrazy?

Ella:He'smetsomeonenew.

Me:Ella...

Iwassuddenlysad.

Ella:IdontevenknowwhereheisRightnow.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Ella:Hehasn'tbeensleepinghome.



Me:howlonghasthisbeengoingonfor?

Ella:Amonth.

Shewasstartingtotearup.

Me:I'msosorry.

Ella:Metoo.Ilovehimsomuch.

Me:Areyougoingtosignthepapers?

Ella:Ihaveto.

Me:didyoutryto...

Ella;Hedoesn'twanttohearit.Rea,hesaysI'm

judgemental,selfish,self-absorbed,hesaysI'm

arrogantandinconsiderate.AmI?

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Shewas.Attimes.

Me:Honestly,Ellayouaresometimes



Ella:Rea!Howdareyou?

Me:I'myourfriend.I'msupposetobebrutally

honestwithyou.Itsyourwayornoway.

Shekeptquiet

Me:Maybehe'stiredofallthat.Maybeifyou

changedyourways.Look,Loveisabout

compromiseandsacrifices.Youneedtosubmit

toMoses.He'syourhusband.I'mnot

condoninghisbehaviorbuthasheevertriedto

talkaboutthis?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Ella?

Ella:Hedid.

Me:Youthinkyoupushedhimaway?



Ella:Yes.

Ididn'tknowwhattosayanymore

Me:Justtry

Ella:Idon'twanttolosehim..

Me:Thenmakesureyoudon't.

Ella:ThanksRea

Me:Noneedto.That'swhatfriendsdo

JustthenMosesarrived.

Me:trynow.Okay?

Ella:Okay.

Igotup.



Me:Talktoyoulater.

Ella:Cool.

Moses:HeyRea.

Me:HeyMos.Yougood?

Moses:Iam.Lookinggood

Me:Thankyou.Seeyouaround.

Moses:Surething.

AssoonasIgotintothecar,Igotacallfrom

Tshepo.

Me:Hey.

Tshepo:Kopalunch.

Me:Yakokae?

Tshepo:Papandmeat.Fromthatladythatlives

closetothathardware.



Me:Cool.Seeyouinafew.

Tshepo:Younotprotesting?

Me:Youneedtoeatmos

Ihungupandwenttogethisfood.

Tshepo:It'sprobablythattimeforthemonth

butplease.

Me:Huh?

Tshepo:Godmadeyoufemalenotme.You

weresorudetome.

IrememberedhowIhungup.

Me.OhI'msorry.

Tshepo:Keng?

Me:Nothing.



Tshepo:YoufoughtwithMusa?

Me:notreally.Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Tshepo:Didyoubath?

Me:Nope.Iwasgoingtothenyoucalled.

Tshepo:Otswakae?

Me:FromElla.

Tshepo;Youlovethatfriendofyoursdon'tyou?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo;TellherMosesisbackwithhisex.

Me:Tshepo!

Tshepo:I'mtellingyou.

Me:Wenaoshwashwiyho.

Tshepo:IworkatafillingstationRea.Isee

almosteverything.Theywereherethismorning.

Me:Wait...ex?Nomahlubi?

Tshepo;Theoneandonly.



Me:EllaisgoingtoexplodewhenItellherthis.

Tshepo:shehasnorightto.ShetookMoses

fromHlubi.Hlubijusttookbackwhat'shers

Me:Andthismakesyouhappyright?

Tshepo:Thatinconsiderate,selfabsorbedbitch

deservesit.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:wow.

Tshepo:Don'tdothat.Youknowher.

Me:she'syourex.

Tshepo:Iknow.

Me:I'mgoinghome.

Tshepo:Okay

Me:SeeyouwhenIseeyou.

Tshepo:HeyRea...



IlookedAthim.

Tshepo:Don'tletitgettoyouokay?Heloves

you

Me:Mm....okay.

Tshepo:I'llcomecheckonyoulateron.

Me:okay.BythewayWhere'syourcar?

Tshepo:Ineedtoreplacethebrakepads.

Me:Oh.Beenwondering.

Tshepo:I'llprobablydothatendofthemonth.

Me:makessense

Tshepo:loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Tshepo:I'llbringsomeweed..



Ilaughed.

Me:Nottoday.

Tshepo;Haivoetsek.

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Ileft.WhenIgothome,Icleaned,tookabath

thenslept.

Tshego:Heyhey!

Islowlygotup.

Me:arentyousupposetobeatwork?

Tshego:Iwasatwork.Everheardofknockoff

time?

Me:whattimeisIt?



Tshego:17:00.

Me:what?

Tshego;Howlonghaveyoubeensleeping?

Me:Since12:00.

Tshego:roughnight?

Me:stopfishing.

Tshego:I'myoursisteryoucantellme.

Me:nope.

Tshego:why?

Me:cozIdontwanttotalkaboutit.

Tshego:okay.Howwasdinner?

Me:Itwasfine..

Tshego;justfine?

Me:Yep.Heproposed.

Tshego:What!



Shewasgettingexcited.

Me:IsaidNo.

Tshego:What?

Mum:Why?

Shewasstandingatthedoor.

Tshego:Mama,eavesdropping..

Mum:Ijustgothere.Whosaysnotomarriage?

Me:It'stoosoon.

Mum:Ao?

Me:Yes.

Mum:Younotgettinganyyounger..Musaloves

you.

Me:AndIlovehimtoo.Mumplease.



Mum:how'shedoing?

Me:Heunderstood.Hisunclepassedon

though.Hisfather'sbrother.Bonginkosi'sdad.

Tshego:Ouchthat'ssad.

Me:Itis.

Tshego;SoyougoingtoSupporthim?

Me:Hedoesn'twantmeto.Hewassoangry

afterthecall.Idontknowwhy.Hejustsnapped.

Tshego:Hedoesn'twantyoutosupporthim?

Why?

Me:Idontknow..I'mgoingeitherway.I'llfind

thatNgodwanaplaceandI'llsupporthim

Mum:youare?

Me:Yes..

Shewalkedintoourbedroomslowlyandtook

mycarkeys.Unexpectedly!



Mum:HowwillyougettherenowRea?
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Ijustlookedather.Iwasn'tinthemoodto

arguewithher.

Me:Canwetakeawalk?

Tshego:Sure.Letmechange.

Me:cool.

Iswitchedmyphoneoff.Therewerenotextsor

callsfromhim.

Mum:youmustgotoMaMohajane

Me:Why?



Mum:She'llgiveyoumyStokvelbook.

Me:Tshegoyou'llgoonright?

Mum:Rea!

Me:Ma?

Mum:Whatdidshedotoyou?

Me:shouldIgivefalsetestimony?

Shelookedatme.

Mum:You'dbenotfollowingthe

commandments.

Me:Okay.

Mum:so?

Me:IDon'tlikeher

Tshegogiggled.



Tshego:Reabilwelet'sGo.

Iworemyshoes,shewaitedformewhileI

brushedmyteethandcleanedmyface.

Me:Done.

Tshego:Let'sgo.

Me:Yousmelllikeapharmacy.

Tshego:Iworkthere.

Me:Ohyes.

Welaughed.

Tshego:ThisistheReathatIknow.

Me:Iwon'tloseawinkofsleepoverMusa.



Tshego:Maybethishurtshim.

Me:Sowhydoeshetreatmelikethatthen?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:There'snoexcuse.

Tshego:Whatdoyouthinktriggeredit?

Me;Hisauntoncementionedthathewent

throughsomethingandisstillgoingthrough

something.

Tshego:Didshetellyouwhat?

Me:No.

Tshego:Shewantedyoutohearitfromthe

horse'smouth?

Me:Yes.Anditmakessense.

Tshego;True.

Me;SoI'llJustlethimbe..Iwontcallhim.



Tshego:Reacomeon.

Me:I'mserious..Goin.

Shelaughed.

Tshego:YounotcomingIn?

Me:Nope..Dontletherofferyoujuiceorwater

ormageuoranything..TellherI'mwaiting

outside..

Tshego:Fine..

Shewentin.5minuteslater,shecameout.

Me:See?

Tshego:Sheaskedwhyyoudidn'tComein.

Me:Hai.Shemustgetoffmyback.Idontlike

thatwoman.



Tshego:Butyousnuckoutat2

Me:Ididyes.Butrememberwhenshesaidke

tsamayaLedieBlesser?

Shelaughed.

Me:Exactly!

Tshego:letitgo

Me:Never

Tshego;YounotreadingyourBibleRight.

Me:Maryplease!

Shelaughed.

Tshego:I'mStillallowedtoslapyou.I'molder

thanyou.

Me:YouknowIloveyouright?



Tshego:Iknowyoudo.Whenlastdidyousee

Bonga?

Me:lastweekend

Tshego:Lastweekend?That'sunusual.

Me:hemoved..

Tshego:Serious?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Towhere?

Me:someflats.

Tshego:That'snice.

Me:Iknow.Theplanistogotherethis

weekend.

Shelaughed.

Tshego:yougoingtogetwasted?

Me:Yesflatwarming.



Tshego;Leratadilohle.

Me:Dilodirataronatuu.

Tshego:YeahRight.

Me:How'sBra'Richdoing?

Shegiggled.

Tshego:stopcallinghimthat.

Me:okaysorry.

Tshego:okay.

Me:So?

Tshego:Soeng?

Me:Howishe?

Tshego:He'sfine.

Me:WhenishemarryingyousoYoucanget

some?



Tshego:Willyoushutup?

Me:Okay.

Ikeptquiet.

Tshego:Younotmymother'schild.

Me:Isureashelllooklikeher.

Tshego;No.Idontknowaboutthat.

Me:iwastoldtoshutup.

Tshego;okaydont.

Me:Youknowyouneedme.

Tshego:Okayyesthatstrue.

Me:Tshego?

Tshego:Rea?

Me:Youthinkmumknowssomething?

Tshego:About?



Me:Musa.

Tshego;nah

Me:Yousure?

Tshego;she'dtellyou

Me:Idoubt.

Tshego:Imserious.

Me:Okaymaybe.

Tshego:Shejustdidntwantyoutogothereend

looklost.

Me:Iguessso

Tshego:Trustme.

Me:Okayfine.

Wecontinuedwithourwalkandwenthome

afteraboutanhour.Ispenttheweekendwith

Bonga,wewerewasted.Icouldbarelykeepmy

eyesopenwhenIdrovebackhomeonSunday.I



foundMusa'scarparkedoutside..Iparked

behindhiscarandwentin.

Mum:theresheis.I'mgoingtoMaMohajane's.

Musa:OkayMa.

Sheleft.

Musa:Hey.

Me;Hi.

Musa:SorryIhaven'tspokentoyouindays.

Me:Right

Musa:Baby?

Me:See,youareselfish!Youareveryselfish.

YouthinkIlivebyyourmoodswings?Youthink

so?Youthinkit'sokayforyoutothrowmeout

ofyourapartmentandnotcallmefor6days?



WhatamI?Yourdoormat?

Musa:no.Babylook,Iwasgoingthrough...

Me:Yeahyeah..weallgothroughstuffbutwe

dontshutoutpeoplethatwanttobetherefor

us.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Pleaseleave..Iwanttosleep.

Musa:Rea...

Me:Musa,Iasked.Pleaseleave...Idontwantto

seeyou.

Heslowlygotup.

Me:Thanks.



HewalkedoutslowlyandIwenttosleep.I

avoidedhimforthenexttwoweeks..hekept

callingAndtextingbutIdidn'trespondtoany.In

fact,Iwasn'tmyself.IwaslosingweightyetI

waseatingrightandnotevenstressingabout

him.

Mum:Reabilwe!

Me:Ma?

Mum:Younotgoingtoschool?

Me:Ihavenoclassestoday.

Ilied.ShewasgoingtoNorthwestforthe

weekend.Churchthing.

Mum;Okay..I'mgonethen.Takecareofmy

house.

Me:Yesma'am.



Mum:Good.Bye.

Me:Byema.

Mum:Loveyou

Me:Iloveyoutooma.

Mum:Comelockthedoor.

IdidasIwastoldandwentbacktobed.Musa

keptcallingandIkeptignoringhiscallscozI

wasreallysleepy.IopenedupforTshegowhen

shecamebackfromwork.

Tshego:Musa'sparkedoutside.

Me:Tellhimtoleave.

Tshego:comeonitsenoughnow.

Me:Please.

Tshego:Okay.



shewentoutagainandIwentbacktobed..at

00:30IwaswokenupbyaTshegowhocouldn't

sleep.

Me:What!

Tshego:Haiwena.Takethis

Itwasapregnancytest

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Tshego:Go!

Isnatcheditfromherhandandshefollowed

metothebathroomoutside.DidwhatIhadto.

Tshego;Nowwewait.

Me:Thisisunnecessary



Tshego:Isit?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Thenexplainwhyyoualwayssick.And

alwayadehydrated.

Me:WeedandAlcohol?

Tshego:right.

Shewentuptoitafterafewminutes

Tshego:Okay...

Me:Itoldyou!

Tshego:I'llgetyoupillsforyournausea

tomorrow.

Me:What?

Tshego:2weeks..

Me:No!What!Iwasonthepill!

Tshego:argh.Itoldyouitdoesn'tworkalways.



Me:No!ListenTshego,Idon'tcareaboutthe

nauseapills.GetMeabortionpills.I'mnot

havingMusa'schild.
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Tshego:what?

Me:abortion.

Tshego:Areyoucrazy?

Me:no.

Tshego:Thatisalife.

Me:andthisismybody.

Tshego:Youcan'tdothat.

Me:Sayswho?

Tshego:Thatwouldbemurder.

Me:sayswho?

Tshego:TheBible.



Me:Look,Idon'tcareaboutthebible.I'mnot

havingMusa'skid.

Tshego:Reabilweplease.

Me:Tshegofatsino!Thisismylife!Idecide

howIwanttolivemylife.Youdon'tgettotell

meanything.

Shekeptquiet.

Tshego:youaregoingtoregretthis

Me:NoIwon't.Andyoubetternottellonme.

Tshego:Youknowwhat?Iwon't.Iwantittokill

youinsidetillyoudecideyoucan'ttakeit

anymoreandconfessyoursins.

Igiggled.



Me:Wearebornsinnerssis.Youdontknow

that?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:Istillloveyouthough.

Tshego:What'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:Life!matteroffact...Musahappened.I

don'twanthischild.Idon'twanttoseehisface.

Idon'twanttohearhisvoice.Ijustdon'twant!

Tshego:Youactingverystupidnow.

Me;Don'twealldo?

Tshego:look,Reabilwe!

Shewasgettingannoyedwithme.

Tshego:getittogether.Iunderstandthatthisis



alottotakein.Thepilldisappointedyou.But

it'sdone.Thisisablessing.Youshouldbe

happy.

Me:happy?Seriously?Youshouldn'thave

wokenmeup.Iwouldhavecontinueddrinking

andsmokingthenthisthingwouldeventually

die.NowIneedtogogetmoneytomakesureit

actuallydies!

Tshego:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?Areyou

hearingyourself?

Me:Don'tannoyme!

Iwentbackandslept.

Tshego:Reabilwe!

Me:GetthefuckoffmybackTshegoman!

Sheslappedme.



Tshego:Imstillolderthanyou.

Me:Thenactlikeit.Leavemealone!

Tshego:fine.Actlikealittlekid.Hadyoukept

yourlegsclosedthenyouwouldn'tbehere.

NewsflashSis...whenyousleepwithsomeone

unprotectedbabieshappen.Hencetheytellyou

todoubleup.

Me:Youdone?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Great!NowIcansleep.

Itookmyearphonesandlistenedtomusic.My

mindwasmadeup.Ieventuallyfellasleepand

wokeupat10.Tshegowasinthegarden



Me:Hi.

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Okay.Whatever!

IwenttocleanwhereIhadtoandtookabath.I

atethenwenttoElla.

Ella:Heybabe.

Me:YougoodElla?

Ella:I'mfine.

Me:How'sMoses?

Ella:He'sbackwithHlubi.

Me:Oh.



Shelookedatmesurprised.

Ella:Didyouknowaboutthis?

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Tshepotoldme.

Ella:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Me:Ididn'tknowhow.

Ella:Idon'tblameyou.

Me:Really?

Ella;yes.

Me:Howdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Ella:Ireallydon'tknow.

Me:I'msosorry.

Ella:Itsokay.



Me:Itsnot.

Ella:I'llbefine.

Me:Youtriedtalkingtohim?

Shenodded.

Ella:Hereallywantsthedivorce..

Me:I'msosorryfriend.

Ella:Yeah.SoamI.

Myphonerang.

Ella:Younotgoingtoanswerthat?

Me:Nope.

Ella:Reaansweryourphone.

Me:Fine!



Isteppedout.

Me:Hello?

Musa:Hey.

Me:Hi.

Musa:Howareyou?

Me:Imfine.

Musa:CanIpleasecomeandseeyou?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Reaplease.

Me:AndI'msaying"no!"

Musa:Canwejustfixthis?

Me:Idon'tthinkso.

Musa:Babyplease.

Me:Musa,Ihavetogo.



Musa:Rea....

Me:Yes?

Musa:Iloveyou

Me:byeMusa.

IhungupandwentbacktoElla.

Me:Wherewerewe?

Ella:weweretalkingaboutmydepressinglife.

Me:Thingswillbefine.

Ella:Youthink?

Inodded.

Me:Trustme.

Ella:You'rearealfriendRea.



Me:Itry.

Shelaughed...

Ella:Younotthemodesttype.

Igiggled.

Ella:Iwasexpecting"Iknow"

Me:I'velearnttobe.

Ella:WegottothankMusaforthat.

Igaveafakesmile.

Ella:howishe?

Me:He'sfine.



Ella:Youtwoarestillcrazyinlove?

Me:Nope.

Ella:Why?

Me:Idon'tthinkIwanttotalkaboutthatnow.It

makesmesick.

Iwasgettingsickactually.

Me:CanIgetsomewater?

Ella:Sure.

Shepouredmeaglass.

Me:Thankyou.El?

Ella:Ree?

Me:Listen,thatdoctorthat'sjust15minutes

away...DoesheworkonSaturdays?



Ella:Yes.9-14:00

Itwasonly11

Me:Ohgreat.Doesheacceptcards?

Ella:Iwastherelastweekandtherewas

somethingwrongwiththePOSterminal

Me:Ohokay.

Ella:Youwanttogotheretoday?

Me:Yes.

MusacalledagainandIrejectedhiscall.

Ella:Youshouldreallytalktohim

Me:Idontwantto.

Ella:I'msureyouguyscanfixthis.



Me:Ella,IJustneedtogotothedoctor.

Ella;Yousick?

Me:Yes.

Ella:what'swrong?

Me:stomachcramps.

Ella:I'msorry.

Me:Wanttotagalong?

Ella:Yessure.I'mnotdoingAnything.

Me:Let'sgo.

Shelockedthehouseandweleft.

Me:Let'sjuststophere.

WestoppedatthemallTshepocalledatuck

shopsoIcouldwithdrawsomemoney.IknewI

neededmorethanR400.WhenIgottothe



ATM,allmy3cardshadbeendeactivated.I

calledMusa.

Musa:Reabilwe?

Me:What'swrongwithyou?

Musa:Sorry?

Me:justbecauseIrefusedtosay"Iloveyou

too"yougondeactivateallmycards?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Imtalkingtoyou.

Musa:Youmakingnoise.

Me:MusawenkosiMabasa!

Musa:Youwantmetoreactivatethem?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Soyoucangokillmychildright?
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Me:What?

Musa:Tshegotoldme.Andshefiguredthat

you'dbedoingsomethingstupid.Shewasright.

Me:Musareactivatethesecards!

Musa:LikehellIwill.

Me:Ihateyou.

Musa:Okay.

Hehungup.

Me:Damnit!

Iwalkedbacktothecar!



Ella:Iseverythingokay?

Me:No.

Ella:Keng?

Me:hedeactivatedmycards.

Ella:What?How?

Me:Okayso...heopenedtwobankaccountsfor

me.Iclosedmyoldone.Thethirdisourjoint

account.

Ella:Ohcrap!Whythough?

Me:LongstoryElla.

Shelookedatme.

Ella:Icecream?

Me:please.

Ella:Let'sgo.



Wegotoutofthecaragain

Ella:Friend,what'sgoingon?

Me:Okay....

Isighed

Me:I'mpregnant.

Ella:What?That'sgreatnews!

Shewasexcited

Me:Ellaplease!

Ella:Thesearegreatnews

Me:No.



Ella:why?

Me:Idon'twantthischild..

Ella:Oh!That'swhyyouwantedtogotothat

Doctor!Youwanttoabort?

Me:Yes

Ella:Why?

Me:IsaidIdontwantthischild

Ella:GoodthingMusadeactivedtheaccounts

then.

Igaveheranuglystare.

Me:Dontworkonmynerves.ThisiswhyIdidnt

wanttotellyou.

Ella:Idon'tunderstandwhy.

Me:Youdon'thaveto.

Ella:Yousureaboutthis?



Me:Yes

Ella:Butwhy?

Me:Seriously?

Ella:Look,yourguysbreakoffschoolhas

began.Takethistimetothinkabouteverything.

Me:I'vegivenitsomethought

Ella:Really?

Me:Yes

Ella:Okay

Me:Canwegettheice-creamnow?Mybroke

asscan'tevenaffordice-cream.

Shelaughed..

Ella:Itwillbeuntilyoucomebacktoyour

senses.

Me:Wow.



Ella:Yes

Me:Okay.Canwenottalkaboutthisanymore?

Ella:Okay

Me:Thankyou..

Wegotsomeice-cream..

Ella:where'sBonga?

Me:athisplace.I'mgoingtherelater..

Ella:YouandBongaarestillasthickasthieves?

Me:yesElla

Ella:Isee.

Me:Youtwostillhaveissues?

Ella:WeDontlikeeachother.

Me:wellthat'squiteclear.



Myphonerang.

Ella:Yourphone'sverybusy.

Me:Itis.IknowRight?

Iansweredit.

Me:Hello?

Tshepo;Iseeyoueatingice-cream.

Ilaughed

Me:whereareyou?

Tshepo:totalsports.

Me:I'mcoming

Tshepo:I'llwait.



Me:Cool.

Ihungup.

Me:Tshepoishere.Come.

Ella:Nah.Idontwanttoseehim.Goon.I'lljust

gohome..

Me:Ellacomeon.

Ella:It'scool..goOn.

Me:Okay.Thanksthough.

Ella:Pleasure.Dontdoanythingstupid.

Me.okay.

IhuggedandIwenttoTshepo.

Tshepo:Whichsneakersdoyoulike?



Me:None.

Tshepo:Notforyou.

Me:Oh

Tshepo:YouhaveamillionairesoI'mnotgoing

tobuyyousneakers.

Me:He'snotamillionaire

Tshepo:Okay.Whatever.Which?

Me:Thesearecute.

Tshepo:Cute?

Me:Nice.

Tshepo:Better..

Me:Tshepo?

Tshepo:whatdoyouwant?

Me:mmm

Tshepo;Dont"mm"me!

Me:KopaR600.



Tshepo:Why?

Me:Ineedtogogetsomething.

Tshepo;AskMusa

Me:Hedeactivatedmycards.

Tshepo:Why?

Me:wehadafight.

Tshepo:Goapologize.

Me:Tshepoplease.

Tshepo:Why?

Me:Ineedit

Tshepo:younotgoingtotellme?

Me:Iwanttouseitforsomethinghle.

Tshepo:okay..

Me:So?

Tshepo:I'llgiveittoyou.Obviouslyyouwantto

youuseitforgirlstuff.



Me:Yes..thankyou!

Tshepo:I'msureyouhungry.

Me:Iam.

Tshepo;Iknow.

Wegottherightsizeandpaid.

Tshepo:Letmedrive.

Me:Okaywhichmallwegoingto?

Tshepo;Greenstone?

Me:WhenlastdidIgothere?

Tshepo:Yes.exactly.

Igavehimthecarkeys.Iwasgladhehad

suggestedthatcozinthatwaywe'dpassbythe

doctorandthatmeantI'dbeabletoseethe

tradinghours.Whenwepassedbytherewasa



bigsign"closedforrenovations"

Me:crap!

Tshepo:Kengwena?

Me:Nothing.

Tshepo;What'sgoingwithyou?

Me;Nothing.

Tshepo:Idoubt

Me:I'mfine.

Tshepo:Yougoingouttoday?

Me:IwassupposetogotoBonga'sbutIdon't

feellikegoinganymore.

Tshepo:why?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Tshepo:Youlooklikeyouneeditso...

Me:IguessIdo.



Tshepo:youwantsomeweed?

Me:Nope.

Tshepo:Eh!

Hewassurprised.

Tshepo:that'snew.

Me.Nottoday.I'mJusthungry.

Hedrovefasterandwefinallygotto

Greenstone.Iwasfamished.

Tshepo:yho!

Me:Keng?

Tshepo:Youwerethathungry?

Me:Yes.



Tshepo:shuu.Kesonoman!

Thewayhesaiditmademelaugh.Ihadsucha

goodtimewithhimandwentbackhome.I

didn'tgotoBonga's.IfoundTshegowatching

TV.

Me:Youtoldhimdidn'tyou?

Tshego:Sorry?

Me:Youtoldhim!ToldhimthatI'mpregnant.

Tshego;HehasaRighttoknow.Yourejected

hiscallandHecalledmyphone.Isawyou

goingtoElla'ssoItoldhim.AndIknewthere

weren'tanyprivatepractitionersopenaround.

Me:YouhadnoRightto.

Tshego:Itstoolate.

Me:Tshego...Thiswon'tstopme.Leaveme

alone.Leavemethehellalone.



Tshego:Itoldmumtoo.Justbytheway.

Me:IDontcarejustbytheway.

ShekeptquietandIwenttobaththenwent

straighttobed.Ispenttheentiresunday

sleeping.Ididn'tgotochurchwithTshego.I

waswokenupbyMum'svoice.Shewastalking

toTshego.WhenIcheckedthetimeitwas

17:30.Igotup.

Mum:Howlonghaveyoubeensleeping?

Me:Since9:00.Whendidyoucomebackma?

Mum:Today.

Me:Sorry.Imeantwhattime.

Mum:ataround15:00.

Me:Letmegobrushmyteeth.

Mum:Okay.



WhenIsteppedout,myheartalmoststopped.

Thecarwasonbricks.Alltyresout.

Iwentbackin.

Me:Mama?Whathappenedtothiscar?

Mum:OhIcalledsomeboyswhoare

mechanicstodothat..

Me:why!?

Mum:soyoucantsneakoutandgotothe

doctor.Itsagoodthingyoubrokeaswell.

Me:Mama!ThisisMusa'scar!

Mum:Imalsonotgoingtoworkforthenext

twoweekssoIcankeepmyeyeonyou.
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Me:What?

Mum:Yes.

Tshego:Goodideamum.

Me:Yougoingtotreatmelikeaprisoner?

Mum:youareacriminal.

Me:Iam?

Mum:Yes.

Me:accordingtothelaw...

Mum:Don'ttellmeaboutanysataniclaws.

Me:callyourboysandtellthemtofixthecar.

Mum:hey!

Tshego:don'ttalktomumlikethat.

Me:Orelse?Yougonslapmeagain?Cuffme?

Tshego:Look,I'mgettingtiredofYourattitude.

Mum:Leaveher..itsthepregnancy.



Iwentoutagainandbrushedmyteeth.Iwent

togetmyphone,tookthegrassmatElla

broughtmeasagiftformy24thandIwentto

chilloutside.ItwasalmostJunebutitwasstill

warm.About10minuteslater,Musa'scar

parkedoutside.Iwatchedashecamein.

Hetookhisshoesoffandsatnexttome.

Musa:didn'tseeyouatchurch.

Me:CozIwasn'tthere.

Musa:Youstillmad?

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:how'smysondoing?

Silence.



Musa:Silenttreatment?

Me:youdisturbingmypeace.That'saviolation.

Musa:I'mheretoseeyou.

Me:Goseeyourmotherinthereandyournew

GirlfriendTshego.

Musa:Reabilwewhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:Nothing.

Musa:Look,IknowIwaswrong.

Me:I'moverthat.

Musa:Thenwhat'swrong?

Me:Idontwanttobearoundyou.

Musa:foranentiretwoweeks?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Rea,comeon.

Me:Musa,Leavemealone.



Musa:Reaplease.

Me:leavemealone.

Musa:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.Anddon'tyouevercomehere

again.Ain'tnothingthat'syourshere.

Musa:Mychild..

Me:Dontmakemeangry..

Musa:Actlikeyouhavesomesense.

Me:Musa...

Musa:Nolistentome!

Histonewassharp.

Musa:younotthefirstwomantogetpregnant.

Wealwayshavesex!Andpeoplethathavesex

withoutprotectionhaveagreatchanceof

conceiving!



Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Ifyoudontwantthischildthengiveitto

me..waittillyougivebirththengiveittome.I'll

tellhimyoudeadwhenheasks.

Hestoodup.

Musa:Theworlddoesn'trevolvearoundyou!

Hetookhiscarkeysandwenttothehouse.I

putmyheaddownandmyearphoneson.After

30minutes,hepluggedthemout.

Musa:I'mleaving..

Me:Bye.



Musa:Callmeifyouneedanything.

Me:Ineedyoutoreactivatethosecards..

HetookouthiswalletandgavemeR50

Me:AndwhatamIsupposetodowiththis?

Musa:Youneedmoneydon'tyou?

Me:Ishouldhaveneverletyoutalkmeinto

quittingmyjob.NowIhavetodependonyou!

Musa:ItsagoodthingIdid.

Me:Musareactivatethosecards.

Musa:No.

Me:MusawenkosiLeornadoMabasa.

Hewalkedaway.



Me:Musa!

Hecontinuedwalking.

Me:Musa!

Hegotintohiscaranddroveoff.

Mum:Servesyouright!

Ilookedather.

Mum:Comebacktothehouse.

Me:Idontwantto.

Mum:Okay.



Shethrewoutherorangepeelsandwentback

intothehouse.Iwentbacktomymusicand20

minuteslater,Theywerepluggedoutagain.

Me:What!

Bonga:Woah!

Me:OhsorryB.

Bonga:Hello?

Me:Hi.

Bonga:What'swrong?

Me:I'msorry.

Bonga:Icameallthewayheretoseeyou.

Apologize.

Me:Iapologizefriend..

Bonga:Whatswrong?

Me:nothing.

Bonga:don'tlie.



Me:JustmumandTshegoworkingonmy

nerves.

Bonga:YouareneverMoody.Eveniftheydo.

Andtheyalwaysdo.

Ikeptquiet

Bonga:Thetruth

Me:I'mjustabitstressedout.

Bonga:Why?

Me:I'mgoingthroughstuff.

Bonga:whatstuff?

Me:Stuff

Bonga:Haiwena!

Me:StuffmanBonga!

Bonga:KeMusa?

Me:Yep.



Bonga:Whatdidhedo?

Me:Heimpregnatedme.

Helookedatmeconfused.

Bonga:AndthatmakesyouMoody?Itsnot

rocketscience,thatHappenswhenyouhave

unprotectedsex

Me:Wow!AndIdontknowthisRight?Youall

keeptellingmethat.

Bonga:wellyougoingonasifthatpoorguy

forcedhimselfonyou!

Ikeptquiet.

Bonga:Kengkanti?Youdon'twantthischild?



Ishookmyhead.

Bonga:Youjustneedtimetoletitsinkin.

Me:Bonga?

Bonga:Rea?

TheonlypersonIspoketocalmlysinceIfound

out

Me:I'mnotready

Bonga:Youare.Trustme..lookhowgreatyou

arewithTshepo'skids

Me:cozI'mnotwiththem24/7.Ionlyseethem

about10timesamonth

Bonga:itdoesn'tmatter.You'llmakeagreat

mother.

Me:IreallyDon'twantthischild



Bonga:Giveyourselfsometime

Me:Bongaplease.

Bonga:Reatrustme.

Me:Ican't.

Bonga;Okaylisten...lookatMe.

Ilookedathim.

Bonga:youdon'twanttodothis.Whatifyou

regretit.

Me:Iwon't.

Bonga;youknowwhat?I'mgoingtoletyoube.I

tried.Youstubborn.Ijusthopeyoureallydon't

regret.I'mevengettingangry.Callmewhenyou

getsensesback.

Andjustlikethathewenttogreetmumand



Tshegothenleft.

Iwentinwhenitgotabitchillyandwenttobath

thensleptagain.Iwokeupearlythenextday

andcleaned.Mumwascleaningtheoutside

bathroom.Tshegowasatwork.

Mum:Reabilwe

Me:Ma?

Mum:Iwantustogogetafewthings.

Me:Where?

Mum:youcandecide.

Me:Okay.

Mum:youcangobath.

Thiswasthechance.Igoogledthenearest

doctorsandIknewwheretogo.

Weleftafterwewerereadyandstarted



shopping.

Mum:Idon'tlikehowyouspoketome.

Me:I'msorryma.

Mum:Whydon'tyouJustletMusadotheright

thing?

Me:IdontwantMusaanymore.MamaKeng

kanti?

Mum:Rea,Ialsodidn'twantyourdadwhenI

waspregnantwithTshegoithappens.You

goingthroughchanges

Me:Thisisaninappropriateplacetobe

discussingthis.

Mum:Okay.

Ikeptquiet.



Mum:YoukeepingthatChildthough

Ikepttickingthingsoff.

Mum:GogettheHandyAndyfromthenext

aisle.

Me

Ihadfoundawaytogetaway.Ipretendedasif

IwasgoingtogetitandoutIwent.Iwenttothe

taxirankandwasluckyenoughtofindone

alreadyfull.Itjustneededtwomorepeopleand

wewereoff.WhenIarrivedatthesurgery,I

wenttothereceptionistandshecreatedafile

forme.Iwasthesecondlast.6or7patients

aheadofme.Iputmyearphonesonandputmy

phoneonflightmode.Ikeptscrollingthrough

mypicturesandthroughmyplaylist.Apparently

twodoctorsworkedtherebutonewasonly



cominginlater.Iknewmumwasworriedsick

andI'deventuallyhavetodealwithherlateron.

Ishiftedoneseatwhenthenextpatientwas

calledin.10minuteslater,agentlepatonmy

shoulder.Itookpausedmymusicandturned.

Iclearedmythroat.

Musa:Surprise!

Hewasnotloudatall..Infacthewas

whispering.

Me:Whatthe...

Musa:Yourmumdidsaythatyou'dfindaway

todothis.I'mstartingtothinkshe'sright.You

arepossessed.

Me:Youandmumhadmefollowed?



Musa:yes.Fromyourhouse.

Me:howdare...

Musa:Shhh...Dontdisturbthepeace..You'dbe

violatingtheirrightnow.Let'sgo.

[06/14,16:47]W:POTG

#21

Me:Musa...

Musa:Let'sgo.

Wewentout.

Musa:ThanksWill.I'lldoanEFTnow.

Will:Surething



Heleft.

Me:I'mleavingtoo.

Musa:Pleasegetitinthecar.

Me:no.

Musa:Reabilwegetinthedamncar!

Idid.Hegotintooaminutelater.

Musa:seatbelt.

Iroughlyputiton.

Musa:Youhungry?

Me:no.



Musa:okay

Heconnectedhisphonetothecaranddialled

hisoffice

Musa:Frida?

Frida:MrMabasa.

Musa:Imnotcomingbacktotheoffice.Please

Rescheduleallmymeetings.

Frida:Yessir.

Musa:thankyou.Haveagoodday.

Frida:thankYousir..youtoo.

Hehungup.

Musa:How'sthenausea?



Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Silenttreatmentagain?

Stillkeptquiet.

Musa:OkaywhatcanIdotomakeituptoyou.

Me:TakemebackwhereYoufoundme.

Musa:Thatwon'thappen..

Me:Thennothing.

Istaredoutthewindow.

Musa;Look,youprobablysufferingfroma

controversialpsychologicalsyndromecalled

PregnancyDenial.

Ilookedathimindisbelief!



Me:soyouareapsychologistnow?

Musa:Ididn'tsaythat

Me:Then?

Musa:Itsnormalthatyouactingoutof

character.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Look,I'mhereforyou.

Hisphonerang.

Musa:Mabasahello

"HiSir,I'mcallingfromDrStephensoffice,

regardingtheappointmentthatyoumadefor

yourwife"



Musa:weonourwaynow.Weshouldbethere

intenminutes.Sosorryfortheinconvenience.

"Noproblem,I'llletherknowyoustillcoming"

Musa:Thankyou.Seeyoujustnow.

Hehungup.

Me:whereyoutakingme?

Musa:Toadoctor.

Me:Why?Imfine.

Musa:okay.

Me:DamnitMusaman!

Musa:Youactuallylookedlikeyouwereinpain

yesterdaywhenIsawyou.

Me:Nowyou'readoctor

Correct.Iwas.HenceIwassleepingtheentire

day.Ihadcramps.Eveninthemorningbutthey



gotbetterwhenIwasshoppingwithmum.

Hekeptquietandcontinueddriving.Wegotto

thedoctor'sandweweretakentoher

consultingroombythereceptionistthatMusa

spoketooverthatphone.Itwasgoodservice.I

don'tthinkmanywouldcalltoseeifyoustill

comingornot.

Dr:youcansithere

Musa:Thankyou.

Dr:Relax.

Iwasannoyedbutitdidn'twanttoshow.

Dr:Nausea?

Me:It'smanageable.



Dr:Youknowhowfarlongyouare?

Me:Ithinktwoweeks.

Dr:Youshouldcomeregularly.Especiallyduring

thefirsttrimester.Letscheckhowfaryouare.

Youmightnotseeathingcozitsstillearly

stages.Abithigher.

Ipulledmyshirtup.Thegelwascold.

Dr:4weeksactually..miscalculations.Home

pregnancytestssometimescan'tdetectthe

rightweeks.Ithappens.Henceweencourage

youtocomeforbloodrestsandultrasounds.

Experiencedanycrampslately?

Me:Yes.Yesterdayandthismorning.

Dr:don'tstress.Implantationhastakenplace

anditshowshere.Youstillgood.I'llprescribe

somethingforyournausea.



Shegavemesometissuetowipeoffthegel.

Musa:Whenshouldwecomeback?

Dr:preferablyaftertwoweeks.

Musa:OkaythanksDoc.

Dr:Printout?

Musa:yesplease.

Musathough!Thatwasstillablastocyst!For

Goodnesssake.

Musa:Twoplease.

Dr:Sure.

Hegotthemandwewenttopayatthe

reception.Hethankedthereceptionistandhis



nextstopwasatarestaurant.

Me:I'mnothungry..

Musa:Youneedtoeat

Me:Youjustforcedmeto...

Musa:Ididn'tforceyou.Ilookedatyoutryingto

actstrongyesterdaywheninfactyouwerein

pain..

Me:Itwasjustmildcramps.

Musa:Doesn'tmatter.

Me:I'mfine!

Musa:Ididn'tknowthatyesterdaynowIdo.

Come.

IgotoutandwewentIn.

Musa:whatdoyouwanttodrink?

Me:Passionfruitandlemonade.



Musa:Andeat?

Me:Nothing.

Musa:giveusasecondma'am..Youcanbring

usthedrinks.

Waitress:Okay.

Shewalkedaway.

Musa:Rea,canyoueat?

Me:Musa,theydonthavewhatIwanthere

Musa:Andthatis?

Me:peanutbutterandbananasandwich

Musa:Youeatweirdthings

Me:You"veneverhadthat?

Musa:No.

Me:Thenyoutheweirdone.Leoros.



Helookedatme.

Musa:Justfindsomethingtoeatthat'sonthe

menuplease.You'llhaveyourbananasandwich

andoroswhenwegethome.

Me:Okay

Imadeupmymindandweorderedwhenshe

camebackwithourdrinks.

Musa:Here.

Me:Idon'twantthis.

Musa:It'syourchild.

Me:it'sablastocyst.

Musa:Thatwilleventuallybeahuman.Baby

justtakeit.



Me:Idon'twanttoseeit.Folditinhalfthen

giveit.

Hedid.Iquicklyputthesonogramontheside.

Musa:You'lleventuallymakepeacewithit.

Ikeptquietanddrankmypassionfruit.When

thefoodcame,Iwasthefirsttoreachformy

fork.

Musa:Mindifweblessthefoodfirst?

Me:oh.Sorry.

Wejoinedhandsandweprayed.

Musa:somuchfornotbeinghungryRight?



Me:MightaswelleatcozIwasforcedto.

Musa:nottrueatall

Me:Yeahright.

AsIreachedforthetomatosaucethe

sonogramwasunfoldedbytheairconabove

ourheads.Myeyeslockedinonitforabout60

seconds.

Musa:goonandputitinyourpursemummy.

Iactuallymissedhim.Justsittingtherewith

himmademerealizethat.Whatwasgoingon

allalong?

Musa:Hormonesdown?



Ifoldeditagainandputitinmypurse.

Me:No.mayIhavesome?

Musa:I'mnotgivingyoumywings.

Me:butIsaid"mayI"

Helaughed..

Musa:Imissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Musa:Youkeepingmychildnow?

Me:Youdidallthisonpurposeright?The

appointment,thesonogram

Musa:Ihadtohelpyou..

Ikeptquiet



Musa:Itgotyoubacktoyoursenses?

Me:Sortof.MaybeIwasindenial.Thiswasn't

partoftheplan.

Musa:Wellbabythingsdon'talwaysgo

accordingtoplan.

Me:Iguessso.

Musa:Yousureyoureallybacktoyoursenses

now?Sowecanfocusongettingitrightnow.

Ilookedathim.Tryingtoanalyzehim."Don't

giveuponhim"thosefivewordsweresuddenly

stuckinmyhead.Ihadgivenuponhimfor3

weeks.Andyethehadn'tgivenuponme.

Musa:WhatdidIdo?

Me:I'llmarryyou.
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Musa:youserious?

Inodded.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Musa:andIneedtocontainmyselfnow

becauseweinapublicplacenowright?

Me:Idon'tmindPDA.

Musa:Comehere.

Iwentovertohissideandkissedhim.

Musa:Thankyou.



Me:Noneedto.YouallIwant..

Musa:AndyouallIneed.

Me:Okayyesandthattoo.Letmegonow.

WegiggledandIkissedhimagain.Iwentback

towhereIwassitting.

Me:CanIhavesomenow?

Musa:no.Leavemywingsalone.

Me:Butit'snotme,it's...

Musa:I'mnotgoingtofallforthat!Itsstilla

blastocyst.

Ilaughed.

Me:Smart!Verysmartbaby.



Someoneapproachedourtable,hewaswearing

amanagertag.

Manager:goodafternoon.

Me:Hello.

Musa:helloSir.

Manager:someofourcustomersfeel..

Me:wesorry.wedonekissing.

Iwasverypolite.HeandMusalaughed.

Manager:Yesma'am.Thankyou.

Me:pleasure.

Manager:EnjoyyourMeal.

Heleftus.



Me:Howwasthefuneral?

Hisfacechanged.

Musa:Justafuneral.

Me:How'sBonginkosidoing?

Musa:he'sstrong

Me:What'sinMpumalangathatmakesyouso

upset?

Musa:Rea?

Me:Musa?

Musa:babyplease.Ibegyoufromthebottom

ofmyheart,let'snotruinthismoment.Please.

Canyoubepatientwithme?Justonthisone

thing.

Inodded.



Me:Okay.

Musa:Thankyou..

Me:Itsapleasure..

Musa:Sowhatwereyoudoingforthreeweeks

withoutme?

Ilaughed..

Me:Iwassleeping

Musa:andyourejectedmycalls.Didn'trespond

tomytexts.

Me:yesthattoo.

Musa:Thathurt.

Me:Iknow.

Musa:Andyouhappyright?

Me:Nope.Iwassleeping.



Hegiggled.

Musa:Ireallymissedyou.

Me:Iknowbaby.Imeanwhat'snottomiss.

Musa:Yourstubbornness.

Me:I'mnotstubborn.

Musa:okayyouentitledtoyourownopinion..

Irolledmyeyes.

Musa:Imissedthattoo.

Ismiled.

Musa:Yougoingtohavetoapologizeto



Tshego.

Me:Iknow.

Musa:whogaveyoumoney?

Me:Tshepo..

Musa:Doesheknow?

Ishookmyhead.

Musa:cozyouknew...

Me:He'dkillme.

Musa:soIneedtodealwiththisforthenext

months?

Inodded.

Musa:Ouch.



Me:you'llbestrong.

Musa:Ihavenochoice.Wanttostartplanning

thewedding?

Me:Nope.Wecanhavethatwhenheorshe

turnsone.

Musa:He.

Me:Howdoyouknowthat.

Musa:CozIdon'twantmoredrama.

Igiggled.

Me:wow!I'mdramatic?

Musa:Youdon'tthinkyouare?

Me:Absolutelynot.

Musa:Wellyouare.

Me:Fine.Ialsowantason..

Musa:Let'sprayforthat



Me:Wewill.

Musa:CanIgetmyunclestocomeoverthough?

Me:Yeswecan.

Wefinishedeatingandonourwayhomehis

dadcalled

Musa:Timer.

Dad:HelloBoy.Howareyou?

Musa:Goodgood.

Dad:YouandReafixedthings?

Musa:Yeswedidsir.

Dad:Good.She'sagoodgirl.

Musa:Shefinallyacceptedmyproposal.

Hisfatherwhistled.



Dad:That'sgoodnews.

Musa:Thinkyoucantalktotheuncles?

Dad:Ofcourse.I'llcometherethisweekend

andtalktothem.

Musa:Thanksdad.

Dad:youdriving?

Musa:Yessir.Youwanttotalktoher?

Dad:Koti!

IGiggled.

Me:Dumelapapa.

Dad:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.Howareyousir?

Dad:I'mFine.Hebetterbegoodtoyou



Me:Hewillbe.

Dad:I'llseeyouonFriday

Me:Yessir.

Dad:canyoutwostartlookingforahousenow?

Youcan'tliveInthatapartmenttillyoudie.You

willsoonstartafamily.Youcan'traiseyourkids

there.

Welookedateachother

Me:Yeswewill.

Dad:Good.Takecareofeachother.

Me:wewill.Pleasedon'tforgettotakeyourBP

meds

HeandMusalaughed...



Dad:Keephercloseson.

Musa:Iwilldad.

Dad:Iwon'tforget

Me:Thankyou.

Dad:Haveagreatdaykids.

Musa:Youtoosir.

Wesaidbyetohimandhehungup.

Musa:Whereto?

Me:Yourapartment.

Musa:Okay.

Hisphonerangagain.

Me:ThisiswhatIdidntmiss.



Musa:I'msorry.

Heansweredhisphone.

Musa:MabasaHello.

Mum:Musa.

Musa:Ma?

Mum:Didyoufindher?

Musa:YesIdidMa.

Mum:Imustprayforthatchild.Areyouwith

her?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Mum:Pleasegiveherthephone

Musa:She'slistening..youcantalkma.

Mum::Reabilwe?

Me:Ma?



Mum:Reabilwe,whydoyouletthesedemons

controlyou?

Me:mumIhavenodemons.

Mum:Youdo.

Me:CanItalktoyouwhenIgethome?

Mum:Andpray

Me:Yesma.

Mum:Idon'tknowwhy...

Me:mama?

Mum:Keng?

Me:PleaseshoutwhenIgetthere.

Mum:Iwill.ByeMusa.

Musa:Byemama.

Shehungup.



Musa:BepatientwithHer.

Me:She'salwaysshoutingatme

Musa:doyoublameher?

Me:No.

Musa:see?

Me:canIaskaquestion?

Musa:Sure..Shoot.

Me:Youhardlytalkaboutyourmother.Won'tI

meether?

Musa:You'vemetalltheimportantpeopleinmy

life.

Me:YeahbutIhaven'tmetyourmotherand

sister.

Musa:Youdonthaveto.

Me:Wegettingmarried.Youdon'tseeit...

Musa:NoIdon't.

Me:She'syourmother.



Musa:noshe'snot.Shejustgavebirthtome.

AndIthankedherforthat.

Me:Musa...

Musa:Reabilwe.Dont!Don'truinmymood

pleaseanddon'tyouevermentionheragain.
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Ilookedathim.

Me:Dontshoutatme.

Musa:Iwasn'tshouting.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Rea?



Silence..

Musa:Realook...

Iturnedmyhead

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:isitthatbad?

Musa:Yes

Me:Youknowyougoingtohavetotellmeright?

Musa:Eventuallyyes.

Me:Okay.

Wegothome.

Me:Heregoesmyniceday...



Igotoutofthecar.

Musa:Come.

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedin.BeforeI

couldstepin...

Mum:ReabilwekengkawenaMara?Keng!

Me:Dumelamama.

Mum:Don'tgreetme.Iaskedyouaquestion.

Me:Nothingma.Itsfinenow.

Mum:Itsnotfine.

Me;Ma,itis.Iwon'tdoitagain!

Mum:whywereyoudoingitinthefirstplace?



Ididn'tanswer.

Mum:BecauseyouarepossessedThat'swhy!

Me:I'mnot...mumI'msorry.

Mum:Youshouldbe.

Me:Okay.Iwontdoitagain.

Mum:youbetternot.Musahowareyou?

Musa:I'mfinema..

Mum:Sitdownmyson.

Me:CanIuseyourcar?

Musa:To?

Me:Ineedtogogettheprescribedmeds.I

shouldprobablyrushtoclicks.

Musa:Sure.Here.

HegavemehisCarkeys.



Musa:Ireactivatedyourcards.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.

Igrabbedmypurse.

Musa:Fillitupplease.

Me:Cool.

Mum:Andyoumustcomeback..

Ilefthertherewiththesoninlaw.Ihadmade

peacewiththefactthatMusawaspractically

mum'sson.Ithinkhefilledinmylatebrother's

gap.Myfatherhadachildwithsomeoneelse

beforehemetmumbutmumraisedhimasher

own..HepassedonShortlyafterDadpassedon.

WhenIwasinmatrictobespecific.



Me:HeyCuz!

Tshepo:HeyHey..

Me:Hereyougo.

Tshepo:Moneyback.Thankyou.fillup?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:howmuch?

Me:R300

Tshepo:Cool..Where'stheownerofthecar?

Me:Withmum.

Tshepo;Thosetwogetalongdon'tthey?

Me:Houseonfire.

Tshepo:Youhaveaproblemwithit?

Me:Nope.

Tshepo:Youknowthismeans...

Me:Mum'salwaysgoingtotakehisside.Mum

lovesMusa.HeissoperfectandI'm...wellI'ma

rebel.



Tshepo:Speakingofbeingarebel...Weed

sometime?

Ilaughed.

Me:Ican't.

Tshepo:I'vegotvodka.

Me:Cuz,Ireallycan't

Tshepo;Why?

Me:cozI'mexpecting.

Tshepo;what?

Me:Yep.

Tshepo:That'sgoodnews.Hemustmarryyou

now

Me:Heis.

Tshepo:whendidthishappen?

Me:Afewweeksago.IsaidNothen.



Tshepo:Youfinallycamebacktoyoursenses!

Me:Idid.

Tshepo:I'mHappyforyou..

Me:ThanksCuz.

Tshepo:I'llbetheladofhonor.

Ilaughed.

Me:Okay.That'snotgoingtohappenanytime

soon

Tshepo:why?

Me:WhenBabyturnsone

Tshepo:Yougivingbirthnextyearright?

Me:yes.Infebormarch.

Tshepo:sotheweddingwillbenextofnextyear?

Me:Yearafternext.



Tshepo:Haivoetsek.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'llseeyouaround.

Tshepo:OkayMrsMabasa.

Me:whatever!SharpMpinch.

Tshepo:SuresureMpinchess.

Me:Wow!

Idrovetoclicks,gotthemedsandwentback

home.MumandMusaweretalking.

Mum:Sowhenwilltheweddingbe?

Me:Notanytimesoon.Whenheorsheturns

one.

Mum:HaaaReabilwe.



Me:eyamama.

Mum:that'sfar.WhatifI'llbedeadthen.

Mumthough!

Me:Canwegetthenegotiationsoutoftheway?

Mum:Then?

Me:ThenwecanworryabouttheWedding.

Mum:Okay.

Musa:Okaylook,maybewecanhavethe

weddingafterthat.

Me:Thatwon'tgivemeenoughtimetoplan.

Musa:I'llgetyouaweddingplanner.

Mum:Yousee?Ineedtogetanoutfit.Imustlet

thewomenfromchurchknow.



Thenegotiationswentwellandaweeklater,we

wenttothemagistrate'scourt.Tshegowasmy

witnessandBonginkosiwasMusa's.1month

later,wehadmovedintoOurnewhouseandI

wasplanningthewedding.Hestilldidn'twant

totalkabouthismother

Tshego:Youneedtorest.

Me:TshegoI'mfine.

Tshego:Rea,yougoingon12.

Me:Iknow.

Tshego:how'sitgoing?

Me:Itsokay.

Tshego:Imissyou.

Me:Youcancomelivewithus.

Tshego:Musawantsyoualltohimself.



Me:Heisabitpossessiveisn'the?

Tshego:Itmakessense.Helovesyou

Me:ThatIknow.

Tshego:sotraditionalwedding?

Me:IthastobeinMpumalanga.

Tshego:Heclearly...

Me:Hedoesn'thaveachoiceTshego.Evenhis

aunttoldhimthatthetraditionalweddinghasto

bethere.

Tshego:Hedoesn'tlikeMpumalanga.

Me:Nope.That'snottrue.See,Musawentto

Mpumalangatwoweeksago.Toseehisdad,he

sleptataBnB.TheproblemisnotMpumalanga.

Itshismum.Thereasonhedoesn'tlikegoing

thereisbecausehedoesn'twanttoseehis

mother.

Tshego:Thatsoundsright.

Me:Itdoes.Heneedstofacethemusic.



Tshego:whatdoyouthinkiswrong?

Me:IwishIknew.

Tshego:hestillhasn'ttoldyou?

Me:Nope.

Tshego:Ouch

Me:Mumknows.

Tshego:No.

Me:Tshegosheknows.Trustme.

Tshego:Whatmakesyousaythat?

Me:Gutfeeling.

Tshego:Idoubt.

Me:I'lljustwait.Butmumknows.Andshe's

alwaysknown.

Shejustlookedatme.



Tshego:howfararetheywithyourdress?

Me:Quitefar.

Myfamilywashandlingthewhitewedding.His

thetraditionalwedding.

Tshego:Ican'tbelieveyougettingmarried.

Me:Believeitsis.

Tshego:YoureallyleavingMewithmum?

Ilaughed.

Me:Imovedoutweeksago.I'vealreadyleftyou

withmum.

Tshego:Ineedtotellyousomething.

Me:Okay?

Tshego;So....



Sheclearedherthroat.

Me:Younotavirginanymore.

Tshego;Howdidyouknow?

Me:CozIsawyourmorningafterpills.Youtwo

prayedafteryoufellinto"temptation"

Tshego:Yes.

Ilaughed.

Me:shame.Howwasit?

Tshego:Itwasgood.

Me:Justgood?

Tshego:Itwas.

Me:mm...yougoingtofallintotemptationagain?



Tshego:no.

Me:Youwill.I'msuremumstillthinksyouarea

virgin.Keepitthatway.

Tshego:Thankslilsis.Wow!

Me:notinabadway.Shemustn'tfeellikeshe

failedasamother.Besidesshetrustsyoumore.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:IhatevisitorsespeciallywhenI'mwithyou.

Tshego:MaybekeBonga.

Me:Ohyes..hedidsayhe'llcomeover.

Irantothedoor.

Me:Didn'tthinkyou'dcomesoearly.Didyou...



IpausedwhenIrealizeditwasn'thim.

"Hello,canIComein?"

Me:ummmyessure.

Shecamein.

Me:Youcanhaveaseatma.

Shewasinavintagefloraldressandhadtomy

shoeson.

Itookherbags.Tshegogreetedher.

"Beautifulhouse.

Me:Thankyou.ummMme,you...

"ohsorry,I'mMusawenkosi'smother"



TshegoandIlookedateachother.

Me:CanIgetyousomethingtodrinkma?

M'smum:Notyet.

Tshego:Ihavetogo.I'llcallyou.Nicetomeet

youma.I'mthesister.

M'smum:Nicetomeetyou.

Tshego:Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.Call.

Tshego:Iwill.

Sheleft.

Me:Yousurema?

M'sMum:YesI'msuremygirl.Sitdownplease



Isatdown.

M'sMum:Musa?YoulovehimRight?

Me:Alot.

M'smum:youdoknowthathehasawifeback

inMpumalangaright?
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Me:Excuseme?

M'smum:Hehasawife.They'vebeenmarried

for10yearsnow.

Me:I'msorrybutthat'snottrue.Ifyouhereto

causetroublebetweenmyhusbandandI

pleaseleave.

M'smum:I'mjusthereto....



Me:pleaseleave.

M'smum:andgowhere?

Me:Idon'tknow.GobacktoMpumalanga.

Musawouldn'tWantyouhere.Justgo.

M'smum:Ntombi...

Me:Pleasema,Idon'twanttolosemyrespect.

Pleaseleave.

Shegotup.

Me:haveasafejourney.

Iwalkedheroutandclosedthedoor.Musa

wouldnever!Imeanneverdothattome.I

reachedformyphonewhenIheardthetext

notification.



"HeyMrsMabasa,hopeyouandmysonare

fine.I'mflyingtoDBNinanhour,something

cameupandthere'sameetingIneedtoattend

toat20:00.I'llbebacktomorrowmorning.I'll

getwhatIneedassoonasIland.Wouldcall

butstilltryingtosortoutalittlehiccupbeforeI

leave.Iloveyou"

Isighedthentextedhimback.

"Besafe,Iloveyoutoo.Seeyoutomorrow

morning"

IcalledTshego.

Me:Canyoucomesleepover?

Tshego:watchyouandMusacuddleinfrontof

me?Nothanks.



Me:he'sgoingtoDurban.

Tshego:why?

Me:Business.

Tshego:Motherinlaw?

Me:toldhertogo.

Tshego:What?I'mcoming.Bethereinanhour.

Shehungup.Iwenttothemallwhichwas10

minutesawayfrommyhousetogetusfood

andsnacks.Andwine.Iwasallowedtohave

justoneglassaday.I'dhavetowatchTshego

drinkitall.Shewassuddenlyafanofredwine.

Ithelpedher"unwind"soshesaid.Igot

everythingandwentbacktothehouse.Bonga

wasoutside.

Bonga:Ialmostleft.

Me:I'vebeenwaitingforyouforthepasttwo



hours.

Bonga:I'msorry..Traffic.

Me:Stoplying.

Bonga:Imnot.

Me:Youare

Bonga:youhousekeepsgettingnicerandnicer.

Youguysaddedapool?

Me:Yep.

Bonga::Two?

Me:One'sforthelittleone.

Bonga:ohnice.Yougraduatingsoon.Ready?

Me:YesIam.Ican'twaithonestly.Tooktoo

longtogethere.

Bonga:It'sonly3yearswenaebilenoteven.

Drama!

Me:Fine.Iguessso.

Bonga:where'syourhusband?



Me:Nothere.

Bonga:WowandI'mblindright?

Igiggled.

Me;HehadtogotoDurban.

Bonga:Business?

Me:Yep.Helpyourselftoabeer.

Bonga:Thankyou.

Me:Pleasure.

Bonga:Yougonbeatrophywifewithadegree.

Me:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Bonga:Whatdoyouneedtoworkfor?

Me:Myself.

Bonga:Rea...Youknowyoudon'tneedto.Musa

won'tevenletyouliftafinger.



Me:That'snottrue.

Bonga:Itis.Consideryourselfblessed.

Me:howareyourgirlfriends?

Helaughed.

Bonga:Idon'thaveanygirlfriends.

Me:Yeahright.

Bonga:Theyaresexpartners.

Me:Whendoyouplanonsettlingdown?

Bonga:50

Me:you'llbe6feetunder.

Bonga:Whotoldyouthat?

Me:Myself.

Bonga:YouGodnow?

Me:Nope.STIswouldhavetakenyouthere.



Helaughed.

Bonga:Imnotstupid.

Me:Nobodysaidyouare

Bonga:YoutreatmelikeIam.

Me:Cozyoudostupidthings.

Bonga:Idont.

Me:Justgetyouagoodgirl.

Bonga:Allthegoodgirlsaretaken.

Me:That'snottrue.

Bonga:Believeme,theyare.I'lljustfuckaround.

Me:Anddie?

Bonga:Everybodydies.YouareaJColefan.

Youshouldknowthat.

Me:I'mgivinguponyou.



Bonga:Thankyou.

Tshegoknocked.

Me:Welcomebacksis.

Bonga:Tshegohowareyou.

Tshego:I'mgood.Thankyouforwelcomingme

back.

Me:Boughtyouwine.Itsinthefridge.

Tshego:Thankyou.

Me:canIhaveoneglass?

Tshego:half.

Me:Itsokay.

Bonga:Isshesupposetobedrinking?

Tshego:Onewon'thurt.ThedoctorsApprove.

Bonga:Okay.ButI'msureyoumissweedHey.



Me:Dude!Youhavenoidea.Ican'twaitforthis

childtogetheresoIcangobacktotheherb.

Tshego:Youtwo!

Sheshookherhead.

Me:You'llgetusedtous.

Tshego:I'musedtoyou.That'swhyIdon'twant

tobearoundwheny'allaretogether.

Welaughed.

Bonga:17yearsisalongtimeTshego..

Me:Itis.Andyoufinallystoppedruiningmy

relationships.

Bonga:haibegladIdid.Theguysyouwere

dating.Haikhona.

Me:youstarting.



Bonga:Thankme

Me:no

Bonga:ThankmeRea.

Igiggled.

Me:Thankyou..

Bonga:youfitintoyourdress?

Me:Theyarestillbusywithit.

Bonga:okay

Me:Youwanttowalkmedowntheaisle?

Bonga:youwantTshepotokillme?

Me:He'stheladofhonor..

Theylaughed.



Tshego:Ibetitwashisidea

Me:Youknowhim..Sowillyou?

Bonga:isthatevenallowed?

Me:timesandthingschange

Bonga:true.

Me:answerme.

Bonga:Isitsomethingyoureallyreallywant?

Me:Don'tmakemepunchyou.

Hesmiled.

Bonga:I'dloveto.

Me:Thankyou.

Tshego:socute.

Me:Weknow.Kopabeer.

Bonga:Voetsek.EbileI'mleaving.



Hegotup.

Me:Don'tyouevercometomyhouse.

Bonga:I'llSeeyouonSaturday.Loveyou.

Me:fuckyou..

Bonga:Theresultofthatisinyourtummy.

Ilaughed.

Me;BongaJustleave.

Bonga;Iam.Comegivemeahug

Ididthenwalkedhimoutafterhesaidbyeto

Tshego.WhenIwentbackin,Tshegowason

hersecondglassofwine.



Tshego:waitingforthenews.

Me:Hismothersayshehasawifeof9years.

Tshego:Ridiculous.

Me:Mythoughtsexactly..

Tshego:She'sJustmadcozshewasn't

involved

Me;Mythoughtsexactly.ShewasSosmug

aboutit.

Tshego:Thenitsnottrue.

Me:Ne?

Tshego:Don'tlethergettoyou

Wespokeforhoursandat22:00weslept.

Musacalledtocheckonmebutwedidn'ttalk

muchcozIwasverysleepy.Thenextday,

Tshegowenttoworkat9.About3hoursafter

TshegoleftMusaarrived...



Musaheyhey

Islowlyopenedmyeyes.

Musa:heybaby.

Me:Hey.

Musa:noclassestoday?

Ishookmyhead.Istillhadthedustingclothin

myhand,Irememberdustingthelastroom

whichwasthelounge.Ihadmusthavefallen

asleepthen.

Musa:Youweren'tsupposetoliftafinger.

Me:I'mnotsupposetocleanmyownhouse?

Musa:That'swhywehaveahelper.

Me:Youhaveone.ItoldyouIdon'twantone.I



toldhertonotcomeintoday.She'snotdoing

herjob.Imovedeverythingandcleaned.

Musa:Inyourcondition?

Me:MusaI'mfine.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:Yes.Howwasyourmeeting?

Heclickedhistongue.

Musa:itwasfine.

Hewasinanewoutfit.Shorts,aniceshirtand

somepumasneakers

Me:Youlooklikeafuckboy.

Helaughed



Musa:ohwow.Thanksbaby.YouandTshego

werefinehere?

Me:yes.Andyoursecurityguards.Ididn'tneed

allofthatyouknowRight?

Musa:Itwasjustforthenightbaby.Ihadto

makesureyouladiesaresafe.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Sowhatwereyoutwoupto?Nomale

strippers?

Ilaughed..

Me:No.Yourmotherwasherethough.

Hegotuneasy.



Musa:What?

Me:Yourmum.Shewashere.

Idescribedher.

Musa:Whatdidshewanthere?Whydidntyou

call?Iwouldhavenotgonetothat....

Me:Shedidntharmorhurtme.Musatellme

whatshesaidisnottruecozIrefusedto

believeit.Youhaveawifeofnineyears?

Helookedatme.

Musa:Rea...

Me:Justtellmeitsalie

Musa:Itsnot.It'strue.She'stellingthetruth.

Wegotmarriedwhenwewere18
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Me:I'msorrywhat?

Musa:LookbabycanIexplain?

Me:goon.

Iremainedcalm.

Musa:soWhenIwasingrade11,Ihada

girlfriend,Nomazola,westarteddatingin

OctoberifnotNovemberthenwebrokeup

whenIwasingrade12.AroundMarch.Amonth

later,herfamilycametoreportthatIhad

impregnatedherandthat'swhenIwasforced

tomarryher.ItoldNomasontothat..

Me:Who'sNomasonto?

Musa:I'msorry.Thewomanthatcamehere



yesterday.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:ItoldherthatIdon'twanttogetmarried

toher,thatI'dfindajobaftermatricandtake

careofthechildbutsheinsistedonthismatter.

Me:Wherewasyourfather?.

Musa:Hewasnotaround.Dadwasalways

awaytryingtoprovideforhisfamily.

Me:Sohewasn'tpresent?

Musa:No.Bonginkosi'sfathersteppedinas

"myfather"andtheywentaheadandforcedme

intoamarriageIdidn'twant.

Me:Andyoudidn'ttryto...

Musa:Itried.Ireallydidbutatthattime,Iwas

stillunderthem.

Me:So?



Musa:everythingwentonwithoutdadheonly

camebackaftertwomonthswhenallwassaid

anddone.

Me:Andwhatdidhesay?

Musa:itwastoolate.Itcausedariftontheir

marriage.Tillthisday.Hebuilthimselfahouse

Me:Where'syourchild?

Musa:Shemiscarriedwhenshewas5months

pregnant..

Me:Goon.

Musa:AfterIreceivedmybursaryIcamehere

tostudyandhardlywenthome.IResentedmy

motherfromthenon

Me:Soitwasjusttraditionally?

Musa:Yes.Wedidn'tgotothemagistrate's

court

Ilookedathimandkeptquiet



Musa:Pleasesaysomething.

Me:WellI'msorryyouwentthroughthat.Must

havebeenverytraumatic.

Musa:ItwasbabybutI'm...

Me:I'mnotdone

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Youliedtome.Noyoukeptthetruthfrom

me.YoubasicallytrickedmeIntomarryingyou.

That'swhyyourushedthings.

Musa:Nobaby...

Me:Thisisallbuiltonalie!Whoknowewhat

elseyoukeepingfromme?MusawhatamI

supposetosaynow?WhatamIsupposetotell

mymother?

Musa:Sheknows.



Myjawdropped.

Me:I'msorry.What?

Musa:Itoldherafewmonthsago.

Me:Ohsoyoubothtrickedme.Thisiswhat

yourauntmeant.Musayouhadmefooledfor

months!

Musa:Ididn'tknowhowtotellyou.

Me:that'syourbestexcuse?

Musa:Ireallytried.

Me:Youdidn'ttryhardenough.

Musa:Babyplease.

Me:no.Youandyourmotherinlawaresnakes!

Youtwoaresnakes.She'smymotherhow

couldshe....move.

Musa:Reaple...



Me:Move!

Musa:Okay.

Hemoved..Iwenttowearmysneakersand

tookthecarkeys.

Musa:Rea...

Me:leavemealone!

IwalkedoutandDrovetoTshego'sworkplace.

Tshego:heyhey.

Me:Hey.

Tshego:Monde,I'moutforlunchokay?

Monde:Cool.Checkout.

Tshego:Sure



Monde:HeyRea.

Me:HeyMonde.

Monde:Congratulationsonyourmarriage.

Me:Thankyou.

Monde:Finallytamedyou?

Ilaughed..

Me:Can'tbe.

Monde:Iwon'tdisagree.

Me:Seeyouaround.

Monde:Cool.

Weleftthepharmacist

Me:Youhungry?



Tshego;Yes.Younot?

Me:No.Come.

Wefoundaquietrestaurant.Sheorderedfood.

Me:MusaHasawife.

Tshego:Notthatagain.

Me:Hetoldme.

Tshego:Hewhat?

Me:Heconfirmedit.

Tshego:Rea...

Me:9years.Forcedmarriage..

Tshego:OhmyGoodness..

Itoldherwhathetoldme.



Tshego:Butheshouldhavebeenhonest

Me:Right?Youknowwhathurtsmethemost...

Tshego:isthathewasn'thonestfromthe

beginning?

Me:No.Yourmotherknowsthis.

Tshego:What?

Me:I'mtellingyou.

Tshego:Areyouserious?

Me:Iswearondad'sgrave.

Tshego:Sheneedstobeconfronted

Me:IjustreallywanttocryTshego.

Tshego:Letitallout.

Me:Ican't.

Tshego:howaboutItalktoMondeandknock

offnow?

Me:Willheletyou?

Tshego:Hehasto.



Me:Okay.

Tshego:Tellthemtomakeitatakeaway.

Me:Okay.

Icalledthewaiterandshewenttotalkto

Monde.Wegotherfoodandwedrovetomum's

workplace.

Mum:Andthen?

Me:Canwestepout?

Mum:I'matwork.

Me:They'llunderstand.

Iwasangryather.Shespoketosomeladyand

wentouttotheparkingspace.

Me:WhatkindofaChristianareyou?



Tshego:Doyouevenpracticewhatyoupreach?

Me:Isitbecausehehasmoney.Isthatwhat

you'vebecomenow?

Tshego:Howcouldyoubesuchasnakema?

Mum:Hey!

Wekeptquiet.

Mum:Whatisgoingon?

Me:OhyouDontknownow?

Tshego:whatkindofamotherareyou?

Mum:Kengkalona?

Me:YouknewaboutMusa'swife?

Herexpressionchanged.



Me:Iaskedyouaquestionma.

Mum:YesIknewabouther.

Me:OhandIwasn'ttold?

Mum:hewasforcedto

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter.Ma,youliedtome.

Iwastearingup.Finally

Me:You...myownmother.YouLiedtome.

Tshego:Ma,howcouldyoudothattoher?

Shewastearinguptoo.

Me:Youalltrickedmeintothis?

Tshego:Didyoueventhinkaboutherfeelings

ma?



Mum:Girls...

Me:Didyouma?

Mum:Rea,Musalovesyou.Hecouldn'tstand

hurtingyou.

Tshego:wow..

Me:SomuchforbeingChristian.Tshegolet's

go.

Mum:Rea...

Iwalkedaway.

Mum:Tshego!Girlswa...

Wegotintothecaranddroveoff.Icried.Icried

somuchTshegohadtostopandcomfortme

thoughshewascryingtoo.



Tshego:thinkofyourchild.

Me:Howcouldthey?

Tshego:Imsosorry.

Wesatinsilenceforabout20minutes.

Tshego:Whatnow?

Me:Idon'tknow.I'llgotoBonga'sforafew

daysthenseewhatIcandonext.

Tshego:Yousure?

Inodded.

Me:Ineedtogobackmythings.Let'sgetyou

homefirst.

Tshego:No.Justdropmeoffatthetaxirank..

I'mgoingtoRichard's.



Me:Yousure?

Shenodded.Shedrovetotherank..Wehugged

andIwentbacktothehouse.Ihadnot

answeredallofMusa's20somethingcalls.

Musa:Rea...

Istartedpacking.

Musa:Reapleasestop

Me:MusawenkosileaveMyhandalone.

Hedid.Iclosedmybagandstartedpackingmy

toiletrybag.

Me:Hereareyourcarkeys.AndhouseKeys



Iputthemonthebed.

Musa:Reabilwe...

Me:Haveagoodlifewithyourwife.Mychild

andIwillwithoutyou.

HeheldmyhandasIreachedforthedoor

handle.

Musa:Rea

Therewasacrackinhisvoice.

Musa:Dontleavemeplease!
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Me:Leavemealone.

Heleftmyhand.

Musa:Rea...

Iopenedthedoor.Tookmybagsandleft.I

requestedanubertoBonga'splace.Hehad

givenMesparekeyscozheknewhealways

lostkeyssojustincaseithappenedthenthey'd

besafewithMe.Hewasn'tthere.Iwenttoput

mybagsinthespareroomandwatchedTV.

MusacalledandIdeclinedit.Hecalledme

againandIdidagain.ThethirdtimeIanswered.

Me:Musa.

Musa:Baby.



Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Areyousafe?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Look,I'mreallysorrybaby.IknowI

shouldhavebeenhonestfromthebeginning.I

wasjusttooafraidto.I'llgiveyouthespaceyou

need.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:Iloveyou

Me:ByeMusa.

Ihungup.2hourslater,Iheardthedoorunlock,

itwasBonga.

Bonga:watchyourstep.



Theystartedkissingandhetookoffthegirl's

shirt.Icoughedoutloudly.

Bonga:Ohhey..putyourshirton.

"Whatthe...who'sthis?"

Bonga:Here...getanuberorsomething

"Bonga"

Bonga:Cindytakethisandgo.

SheputHershirtonandTookmoney.

"It'sLindabythewaway

Shebangedthedooronherwayout.



Me:Ouch

Ilaughed

Me:Bonga!Igiveuponyou.

Helaughedtoo.

Bonga:Eish.

Me:Wheredidyoupickherup?

Bonga:Atthemall.

Me:Andyoudontrememberhername?

Bonga:Nope.

Me:Youneedtostopthis.

Bonga:notnow.

Me:Bonga!



Bonga:ithappens.

Me:Justwow!

Bonga:HeyR.

Me:HeyB.

Bonga:Howareyou?

Me:Imokay.Howareyou?

Bonga:Iwashorny.

Ilaughed.

Me:Sorry.

Bonga:It'sokay.

Me:Isit?

Bonga:yes.Soletmetrythisagain...howare

you?

Me:Idontknow.



Bonga:Yougoingthroughsomething?

Inodded.

Bonga:Wanttotalkaboutit?

Ishookmyhead.

Bonga:Okaymaritalproblems.We'lltalkabout

itlater.Youhungry?

Me:DoILookhungry?

Bonga:Yes.

Ilaughed

Me:Wehungryyes.



Bonga:let'sgo.

Me:Where?

Bonga:Togetfood.Ijusthopeyouandyour

husbandmakeup.

Me:Why?

Bonga:CoznowIcan'tlivemylife.

Me:youmeanyoucan'tfuck?

Bonga:Yes.

Me:Good!

Bonga:Notgood.

Me:Let'sgoBonga.Justshutup.

Igotmyshoesandweleft.

Bonga:nocar?

Me:Nope.



Bonga:Thatbad?

Me:It'ssomethingthatwilleithermakeorbreak

us.

Bonga:YouLookmiserable.

Me:Iknow.

Bonga:I'msorry

Me:Thanks.

Bonga:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:Pizza,MacDfries.

Bonga:Okay.

Me:you?

Bonga:Cindy

Igiggled.

Me:Linda!Youcangogether



Bonga:Nah.I'llspendthenightwithyou.You'll

watchwhenIdrinkmyvodka.

Me:CanIhavesome?

Bonga:Nope.Ilovemyniece.

Me:Nephew.

Bonga:Niece.

Me:Nephew.

Bonga:Okayfine.

Me:thankyou.

Bonga:Classes?

Me:Yep.Theyendat12.IneedtogotoThe

doctorat13:30.

Bonga:Canyougettherefromschool?

Me:Yep.

Bonga:Okaycool.

Wegotourfoodandwentbacktotheflat.



Me:Ididn'tdothat..

Bonga:Yesyoudid

Myphonerang.

Bonga:Younotgoingtoansweryourphone?

Me:Nope.

Bonga:It'syourmother

Me:Bonga,leaveit.

Bonga:Rea...

Me:Bongaleaveit.

Bonga:Okay.

Me:Wherewerewe?

Bonga:Youwerestilldenying

Me:ThatIdatedthatcreepyguyyes



Bonga:Youtwoweretooclose.

Me:no.

Bonga:Yes.

Me:Irefusetobelievethat.

Bonga:Keepdenying.

Me:Vele!

Wehadacoolnightandthenextmorning,he

drovemetoschool.

Bonga:Seeyoulater.

Me:Thanksfriend.

Itwasadrag.Really.Igottothedoctor'sat

around13:10.Musacamethere5minutesafter

Idid.



Musa:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Musa:Youokay?

Me:I'llbefine.Youdidnthaveto...

Musa:Let'skeepourchildoutofthisplease.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Didyouhaveanythingtoeat?

Me:Ididthismorning.

Musa:Andafterclass?

Me:I'mnothungry.

Musa:Rea

Me:MusaI'mnothungry

Musa:Okay.

WesatinsilencetillwewentIntotheroom.

Everythingwasfine.



Musa:CanItakeyoutoBonga's?

Me:okay.

Musa:thankyou.

OnmywaythereIgotatextfromTshepothat

he'scomingtothehousebutIinformedhim

thatI'matBonga's.

Musa:Yousureyoufine?

Me:Iam.

Musa:Canwetalkaboutthis?

Me:Leornadonotnowplease.CanIjustget

sometimetoProcessthis?SeewhatIwantto

doMusa.

Musa:Okay.



Wewerequietallthewaytotheflats.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:Noproblem.

Me:Bye.

Musa:Rea?

Ilookedathim.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Thanksforthelift.

Igotoutofthecarandwentin.Anhourlater,

Tshepocame.

Tshepo:Haiwena.Aren'tyoumarried?



Me:Idon'tknow.

Tshepo:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:I'mheretovisitBonga.

Tshepo:Whereishe?

Me:Atwork.

Tshepo:Reabilwe,what'sgoingon?

Me:OkaysoMusa'smarried.

Helookedatme.

Tshepo:Forced?

Me;Hesaysso.

Tshepi:Howdoesthatmakeyoufeel?.

Me:Betrayed,hurt.

Tshepo:Howdoyouthinkhefeels?

Me:IDontknow.



Tshepo:I'lltellyou.He'sprobablyataplacehe

didntthinkhe'dgobacktoagain

Me:Idon'tfollow.

Tshepo:Thereasonhedidn'ttellyouits

becausehedidn'twanttoloseyou.Heknew

youwouldn'tagreetobeinghis"secondwife".

Youthinkthiswaseasyonhim?Lookatthat

girlthatwasforcedtomarrythatoldmanin

Northwest.Thegirlthatwegrewupwith.

Rememberher?

Inodded.

Tshepo;WassheHappy?

Me:No.

Tshepo:whereisshenow?

Me:Shecommittedsuicide.

Tshepo:exactly!Youcan'texpecthimtoopen



up.

Me:hewasn'thonest

Tshepo:AndIunderstandthatandyouhave

everyRighttobe.Butdon'tyouthinkyouneed

tobethereforhim?Rea,youaremarried.You

notdatinganymore.Youareabouttobea

mother.Youcan'tkeeppackingyourbagsevery

timeitgetstough.IunderstandyourangerI

reallydo.Butunderstandwherehe'scoming

from.IfIwereinhisshoesandhadsomeoneI

didntwanttolose,I'ddothistoo.

Me:buthecouldtellmumaboutit.

Tshepo:Hehadtotellsomeone.Realook,he

probablydidn'tknowwhattodo.

Me:IdontthinkIcanforgivethem.

Hechuckled.



Tshepo:Youdon't?Youalmostkilledhischild

fornoreasonbuthecontinuedlovingyouand

marriedyou.Jumpswhenyouneedsomething

anddoesallinhispowertomakesureyou

happy.Yourmum,myaunt,hasforgivenyou

morethanathousandtimes.Shedoes

Somethingwrongonceandshe'snowenemy

numberone?

Ikeptquiet.

Tshepo:Thatmanlovesyou.Andhetried

holdingontoyoutheonlywayheknewhowto.

Rea,youneedtostopbeingselfishandnotonly

thinkaboutyourself.EitherYouwomanupor

youletmegetMusaabetterwife!



[06/14,16:48]W:POTG

#27

IlookedatTshepo.

Tshepo:youknowI'mright.

Iwastonguetied.

Tshepo:ebileI'mleaving.

Hetookhiscarkeysandleft.Ifeltlike

screaming.Ijustfeltlikedoingthat.Myphone

rang.ItookadeepbreathbeforeIansweredit.

Me:Hello.

Musa:areyoustillokay?



Me:Iamyou?

Musa:didyoueat?

Me:Notyet.

Musa:Canyoupleaseeat?

Me:Iwill.

Musa:Yourdressmakerishere.Youtwohadan

appointment?

Me:ohyes.Wedid.Canyoupleasetellherto

givemeAtleast30minutes.I'llrequestnow.

Musa:okay

Me:Thanksba...Musa.

IhungupandRequested.Igotthere35minutes

later

Valerie:Pregnancybrain?

Me:YouknowhowitGets.I'mSosorry.Isit



done?.

Valerie:Yes

IlookedatMusawhowaslookingatthe

garmentbagwithmydress.

Me:Youwon'tseethedress.Pleaseleave.

Valeriegiggled.

Valerie:I'msorryMusa.

Musa:It'sokay.Youladiesenjoyyourselves.

Valerie;Thankyou..

Hetookhiscarkeysandleft.

Me:Let'sseewhatyou'vedone.



Valerie:Ihopeyou'lllikeit.

Iwassceptical.Cozhalfofmewantedto

canceltheweddingandtheotherhalfwasstill

excited.Iwenttotryiton.Itwasabeautiful

dress

Me:Thecorsetisstunning.

Valerie;Doyoulikeit?

Me;Thatisanunderstatement.Thisis

gorgeous.

Valerie:He'sgoingtofaintwhenheseesyouin

that.

Me;How'shissuitcomingalong?

Valerie:Ican'ttell.

Me:OhLerie.

Valerie:You'llhavetowait.



Me:Iguessthat'sfair.

Valerie:Absolutely.Doesitfitperfectly?

Me:Yesitdoes.Ilovehowyou'vemybumpnot

show.

Valerie:Wegoingtohavetoworkonitagaina

weekbeforethewedding.Younotgettingfat.

Howfaralongareyou?

Me:Almost12.

Valerie:HowIwishIhadyour"Idon'tgain

weight"body.

Me:Idon'tthinkitshealthy.

Valerie:no?

Me;Nope.

Valerie:HowlonghaveyouandMusabeen

dating?

Me:let'ssee...sincelastyearNovember.

Valerie:soAlmostayear?



Me:Yep

Valerie:HereIwasthinkingyoutwohavebeen

togetherfor10years.

Igiggled

Valerie:Yougetalongsowell.

Me:Wedoyes.You?Howlonghaveyoubeen

married?

Valerie:15years

Me:Ohthat'snice.Fewtips?

Valerie:gochange.

IlikedHer.Asweetwhitelady.Spokeabitof

Sesotho.Shelookedlikeshewasalmost40if

not40.Iwenttochangeandmadeustea.



Valerie:fewtipsyousay

Me:Yesplease.

Valerie:Submit.Lovehim,respecthimbutdon't

lethimwalkoveryou.Ifproblemscomeupsort

itoutlikegrownpeople.Marriageisabeautiful

thing.Especiallywhenpeopleloveeachother

dearly.YouandMusawillhitthat40yearsmark.

Trustme.Ifyoutwocontinuethewayyouare,

you'llbefine.Justcontinuelovingeachother.

That'sallyouneed.Youneedtobehisplaceof

peace.

Me:Ohwow.

Valerie:Yes.Don'tworry.You'lldofineMsKelly.

Igiggled.

Me:You'vejoinedinonthat?

Valerie:Ifinditcutethatyouhiswifeyethe



callsyouMsandnot"Mrs".

Me:Youjustneverwhat'sgoingoninhisbrain..

Wehadourtea,justtalkingandsheleftafteran

hourorso.Igotacallfrommum.

Me:Mama?

Mum:ohthankyouJesus!Rea

Me:ma?

Mum:MybabyI'msosorry.

Ikeptquiet.

Mum:Wedidn'tknowhowtotellyou.Hereally

didn'twanttoloseyou.Reaforgiveushle.

Me:Okayma.

Mum:Okay?



Me:I'lltry.I'mstillhurtthough.

Iwas.Nolie.Iwasstillhurtandangry.But

Tshepohadsomethingsmarttosayandthat

surprisedme."hewasonlyholdingontoyou

theonlywayheknewhow"

Mum:IknowandI'msorry.

Me;canwetalkaboutthislater.

Mum:Okaymychild.

IhungupandlookedattheshoesValtoldme

tochoosefrom.

ImusthavefallenasleepthencozIwaswoken

upbyacellphoneringinganditwasn'tmine.

Musa:I'msorry...



Hequicklyanswereditandwentoutside.Ihad

ablanketonandmyshoeswereoff,feetonthe

couch.Ididn'tevenfeelAnyofthathappen.I

suddenlydozedoffagainandwaswokenupby

myphonethesecondtimearound

Me;hey

Bonga:Learntosay"bye".

Me:Huh?

Bonga:Youleft?

Me:Oh.No.

Bonga:Hao?

Me:Mybagsarestillthere.

Bonga:seriously?

Me:Yeahwardrobe.

Bonga:ohaskies.



Me;I'lltextyou.

Bonga:Okaycool.

Me:Sharp

Bonga:sharp.

Ihungupandgotupfromthecouch.Musahad

hissetsonandwasworkingonsomefile.I

didn'tunderstandhowhedidthat.Wouldhave

neverbeenabletoconcentratewithallthat

noiseinhisears.Hepausedhismusicwhenhe

sawmeupandtookhissetsoff.

Me:isn'tthattooloud?

Heshookhishead.

Me:youhungry?



Musa:noIcooked.Didyoueat?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'mnothungry..Ihadafewbiscuitsandtea

withValerie

Musa:howdidthatgo?

Me:Itwentwell.

Musa:and?

Me:anditwentwell.

Musa:that'sall?

Me:Yesthat'sallyouasked.

Musa:canyoupleaseeatbeforeyouleave?

Me;Iwill.

IwenttothekitchenandItextedBonga.I

dishedupandgotacallfromTshego.



Me:heySis.

Tshego:Heyyousoundbetter.

Me:Ifeelbetter.

Tshego:YoustillatBonga's?

Me;Nope.Atthehouse.

Tshego:Yourhouse?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:You'vefoundawaytodealwiththis?

Me:Notreally.Valeriewashereforthedress

fitting.

Tshego:Howdidthatgo?

Me:Thedressisgorgeous.

Tshego:Didyoutakeanypictures?

Me:Notreally

Tshego:Mumcalled.



Me:shecalledmetoo.

Tshego:Apologizing.NeverhadIimagined.

Ilaughed.

Me:Ithinkweshoulddotoherwhatshealways

doestouswhenshe'sangry.

Tshego:Silenttreatment?

Me;Yes.

Shegiggled.

Tshego:Yousinfulchild.

Me:SoTshepocametoseeme.Hemademe

feelguilty.

Tshego:Oh...youNottheonlyone.Hecameto

seemeatworktoo.Ithinkhesawmumbefore



hecametous.

Me:Thatmakessense.Hewasntshockedby

allthatItoldhim.

Tshego:yousee?

Me:thatreallymakessense.

Tshego:hewasfumingItellyou.Heeven

threatenedme.

Me:What?

Tshego:Saidifhisauntdiesbecauseofushe'll

killus

Me::Tshepoiscrazy.

Tshego:Iknow.Thinkweshouldforgiveher?

Me:She'sourmotherTshego.

Tshego:Shemuststoplovinghersonsinlaw

morethanus.

Ilaughed.



Me:Youknowthatwillneverbe.

Tshego:It'sgoodtohearyoulaugh..

Me:SometimesYoucry.Sometimesyoulaugh.

Itsthebeautyoflife.

Tshego:true.

Iheardvoicesinthelounge.

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Tshego:okaysis.

Me:Iloveyou.

Tshego:Iloveyoutoo.

Iwenttothelounge.



Me:HeyB.Thankyou.

Bonga:Noproblem.

Ihadaskedhimtobringmybagback.

Me:Youcancall"Cindy"now.

Helaughed.

Bonga:yes.I'mgoingtodothatnow.

Musa:Youstilldon'twanttosettle?

Bonga:No.Stillveryyoung.I'llpass..

Me:Okayplayer,thankyouhey..

Bonga:Surething.Seeyoutwolovebirds

around.

Me:bye.



Musa:ShoSho.

Heleft.Musalookedatme.

Me:canwesitdown?

Wedid.

Me:look,Idon'tlikewhatyoudidtome,infact

you'vehurtme.Youandyourmotherinlaw.

Musa:babeI'm...

Me:CanI?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:ButI'mwillingtoforgiveyoucozIloveyou

somuchandsomeoneopenedmyeyestoday.



I'malwaysgivinguponthepersonthatnever

givesuponmeandthat'swrong.Imreallysorry

yougotforcedintothatmarriageandIcan't

imaginewhatyouwentthrough.Ireallyhate

thatyouweren'thonestfromthebeginning

though

Musa:Icouldn'trisklosingyou..

Me:Musa,wecan'thaveamarriagebuiltonlies

andIthinkweshouldgoforcounselling.

Musa:Youfeelthatway?

Me:Yes.Youneedit.

Musa:ReaI'mfine.WithyouonmysideI'm

okaytrustme.

Me:Musa,weneedthisplease.

Musa:Okayfine.

Me:Andanotherthing...

Musa;Yes?

Me:Ithinkit'stimeyoumadepeacewithyour



mother.
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Musa:no.

Me:Musayouhaveto.

Musa:Why?

Me:Cozitwillhelpyouheal..

Musa:let'sjustgoforcounselling.

Me:babyplease....

Musa:I'llthinkaboutit

Me:I'llaskmumtotalktothepastorsowecan

gotohim.

Musa:Okay.

Me:Andpleasethinkaboutit.Don'tblockitout.

Youverygoodatdoingthat.



Hewas.Hewasverygoodatblockingout

thingshedidn'twanttobotherhim.

Musa:I'llthinkaboutit.

Ilookedathim.

Me:Younotgoingtoright?

Musa:Iwasgoingtoblockitout

Me:MusaComeon

Musa:Okayjustgivemeafewdaystothink

aboutit.

Me.Okay.

Musa:Thankyou

Me:For?

Musa:Givingmeanotherchance.

Me:youdonthaveto.



Musa:noIhaveto.

Me:we'lljustworkthroughit.

Henodded.

Musa:Canyougoeatnow?

Me:What'swithyouandfood?

Musa:Nothing.Ijustwantyoutoeat?

Me:Okay.

Iwenttogetmyfoodandgothimabeer.

Me:canIaskyousomething?

Musa:okayaskyourquestions.Itsneverjust

onewithyou.

Me:Okay...



Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Youtwocommunicate?

Musa:MeandNomazola?

Me:yes.

Musa:Nope.

Me:Howdoesitwork?

Musa:itdoesn'twork.

Me:Musa..

Musa:IlastspoketoherwhenIwas18.

Myjawdropped.

Me:Musa?

Musa:itdoesn'twork.Myfamilymarriedher



notme.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Look,don'tyoueverthinkyoumysecond

wife.Youaremyfirstandonlywife.Idon'tcare

aboutNomazola.

Me:Youlovedher?

Musa:No.

Me:Musa?

Musa:Itlastedfor4monthsandIhadother

girlfriends.

Me:Soyouwereaplayer?

Musa:YesIwas.Look,IleftThatplaceand

neverlookedback.

Me:andshestayedthere?

Musa:Yesshehashopesthatmaybeoneday,



I'llbehersagain.Andyouknowhowthese

familiesare.Gaveheralongsetofrules.

Me:onhowtobeawife?

Musa:yes..

Me:soyoutellingmethatshe'sthatrural?

Musa:Sheis.Itoldhertospreadherwings

beforeIleftforvarsitybut...

Me:SowhenyouwenttoBonginkosi'sfuneral

whathappened?

Musa:Ilefthereat03:00onthatSaturday

morning.Whenwecamebackfromthe

graveyard,Icameback.

Me:Justlikethat?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Anymorequestions?

Me:No.



Musa:Sure?

Me:yesIam.

Musa:youspoketoyourmum?

Me:Idid.

Musa:And?

Me:Sheapologized.

Musa:Pleaseacceptherapology.

Me:Iwill.

Musa:Itsreallynotherfault.

Me:I'lltalkgotohertomorrow.

Musa:shesaidyouattackedher.

Me;Wedid.

Musa:YouandTshegogangeduponher?

Me:wehadto.

Musa:Reabilwe!

Me:wehadtoMusa.



Musa:Canweputthisbehindusnow?

Me:yeswecan.

Musa:Wanttocontinueworkingonthenursery?

Me:I'dloveto.

Musa:Okay.

Ifinishedeatingandwewenttoworkonit.

Me:Thatwilllooknicethere.

Musa:ShouldImoveit?

Me:Please.

Musa:Idontlikethiswallpaper.

Me:Youwanttotakeitback?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Okay.We'llgolookforabetterone.



Wehaddecidedonaneutralcolorsincewe

didn'tknowthegenderyet.

Musa:That'sbetter.

Me:thoseblanketsarecutethough.

Musa:Youlikethem?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Gladyouapprove.

Me:Ido.

Musa:Youhaveanynamesinmind?

Me:Nopeyou?

Musa:Okaylet'ssee...Comehere

Iwenttositonhislap.

Musa:It'saboyright?



Igiggled.

Me:Weliveinhopebaby.

Musa:OkaysoifitisthenI'mnaminghim

Shaka.

Ilaughed.

Me:HellNo!

Musa:itsabeautifulname.

Me:No!

Musa:Okayyoudisapprovelet'ssee...Njabulo.

Me:Nope.

Musa:Nkosenhle.

Me:ohthat'sabeautifulname.



Musa:Youlikeit?

Me:Iloveit.

Musa:AndifitsagirlwecancallherKagiso.

Me:youlikethatname?

Musa:YesIdo.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Youreallydonthaveanynames?

Me:Imnotgoodwithnames.

Musa:Try.

Me:Okay...secondnamefortheboywouldbe..

Siphiwokuhle.

Musa:Beautiful.WhydidntIthinkofthat?

Me:CozImsmarter.

Hegiggled.



Musa:Ouch..

Me:Andthegirl...wouldbe...Amahle.I'vealways

likedthatname.

Musa:Done?

Me:YesDone.

Musa:Wellthatwaseasy.

Me:Indeeditwas.

Wecontinuedarguingonwhatshouldbewhere

andsleptlate.Wespentthefollowingdayin

bedwatchingmoviesandOnFriday,Ipacked

ourbags.

Musa:Arewegoingsomewhere?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Roadtrip?

Me:Mpumalanga.



Musa:Ohcomeon!

Me:youdidn'tgetbacktome.

Musa:Iforgot.

Me:No..youblockeditout.Let'sgo.

Musa:Rea...

Me:Musagetthecarkeys.Wegoing.

Hewaslosing..

Musa:fine.

Me:AndImdriving

Musa:Okay.

Welockedthehouseandweleft.

Me:Givetherightdirections.



Helaughed.

Musa:Okaybaby.

Me:Imserious.

Musa:Imlaughingatthefactthatyoudont

trustme.

Me:cozyoudontwanttogotoMpumalanga.

Musa:Ido.ImissmydadsoIwontgivethe

wrongdirections.

Me:Good.

Hedidn't.

Musa:There'sdad'shouse.

Me:Andyouroldhouse?

Musa:Thatpinkhouseoverthere.



Me:That'swhereyourmumlives?

Musa:That'swhereNomasontolivesyes.

Idrovetohisdad's.

Me:Isthatyourtwinsister?

Helaughed.

Musa;that'smysisteryes.I'molderbaby.

Me:Shelookslikeyou.

Musa:sheirritatesmetothecore.

Me:younevertalkaboutherwhy?

Musa:I'vecutheroutofmylife.

Me:Why?

Musa:She'sthefemaleversionofTshepo.



Me:Soyou'vecutherout?

Musa:Yes.Sheonlyhasgrade10.Threekids

fromdifferentfathers.AtleastTshepohasa

degree.

Me:Musa!

Musa:Comemeether.

Wegotoutofthecar.

"Musa"

Musa:uyarasa.

Hewasalreadyirritated.

Musa:Baby,thisisNompilo.Meetmywife.

Nompilo:Hey.YoumustbeRea.

Me:Iam.Nicetomeetyou.



Nompilo:Nicetomeetyoutoo.Youlookso

nice.

Me:Thankyou.

Nompilo:DidYoubringmeanythingniceMusa?

Musa:doyouknowwhatyouwanttodowith

yourlifenowNompi?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Ummm...where'syourfather?

Nompilo:oh...hewenttosomemeeting.Letme

helpyougetthebags.

Musa:don'tworryaboutthat.Wherearethe

kids?

Nompi:theywenttoplay.

Musa:okay.Youtwocangoin.I'llbringthe...



"Musa!"

Weallturned.Sheputthebasketshehadon

herheaddownandgotreadyto,Idon'tknow

runin?

Musa:Sorry.Wheredoyouthinkyougoing?

Shestopped.

Musa:Pickupthatbasketofyoursand

Continuewalking.
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NompiloAndIlookedateachotherthenback

atthegirl.



"Musa..."

Musa:Nomazola!

Hisvoicewasverycommanding.Shepickedup

herbasketandwalkedaway.

Nompi;Let'sgo

Wewentinside.Thehousewasbeautifuland

veryspacious.Musacamein3minuteslater.

Nompilo:Letmeshowyoutoyourroom.

Musa:Hey...Iknowthishouse.AndIknow

wheremybedroomis.

Me:StopbeingmeantoHer.

Nompilo:I'musedtoit.



Musa:See?Don'tstressaboutit.Come.

Heledmetohisbedroom.

Me:youandtoycars.

Musa:Don'ttouch.

Itouchedit.

Musa:Reaman.Thosearen'tmeanttobe

touched.EvenNompilo'skidsknow.

Me:Whyareyousomeantoher?

Musa:I'mnot

Me:Youare..andshe'ssopatientwithyou.

Musa:Goodforher

Me:Musawenkosi..Youmeantoeveryonehere

exceptyourfather.



Musa:that'snottrue

Me:Itis..lookhowmeanyouweretoNomazola.

Musa:WhowassheabouttoRunto?

Ikeptquiet.

Me:Youreallyshouldn'thavebeensorude

though.

Musa:Idontlikerepeatingmyself.

Me:trytobenicetoNompithen.

Musa:TellhertoGobacktoschoolthenI'llbe

nicetoher.

Me:Comeon.Idon'tevenknowherthatwell.

Musa:thenwedropthisbaby..youhungry?

Me:No.

Musa:Swollenfeet.



Ilookedatmyfeet.

Me:it'snotthatbad.

Musa:Nompilo!

Nompi:Coming.

ShecameI'm.

Musa:warmwaterforherfeetplease.

Nompi:Okay.

Me:I'mfine...dont...

Nompi:itsokayI'llgetit.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Shelefttheroom



Musa:See?

Irolledmyeyesathim

Me:Idontlikehowyoutreather.

Musa:andIdon'tlikehowshetreatsherself.

Shecamebackwithfootspainsteadand

pluggeditinforme.

Me:Thankyou

Nompi:Itsapleasure.Youdon'twantanything

toeat?

Me:No.I'mokay.

Nompi:Musa?

Heshookhishead.



Nompi:Okay.I'llbeoutside

Me:okaythanksagain.

Nompi:noproblem

Sheleftagain

Me:Issheclosetoyourmother?

Musa:Nah.She'sdaddy'slittlegirl.

Me:OhIsee.

Musa:Butshevisitshermotherthough.

Me:Our.

Musa:Hermother.

Ilethimbe.Justthenhisphonerang.



Musa:Ma?

Heputthephoneonloudspeaker.

Musa:Howareyouma?

Mum:Imfine.howareyou?

Musa:weokay.

Mum:Wheresyourwife?

Musa:She'sherewithme.Youcantalktoher

mama

Me:Helloma.

Mum:ReaDumela.

Me:Howareyou?

Mum:I'mfine.whenareyouandyourhusband

comingtoseeme?

Me:WeinMpumalanga

Mum:Ao?



Me:eya.

Mum:youForcedMusatogothere?

Musa:Yesshedidma.

Mum:Thischild..

Musa:itsokaymamadon'tworry.

Mum:Yousure?

Musa:100%

Me:he'sfine.He'swithhiswifema.

Mum:Okay,I'llcheckonyoulater.

Me:Okaybyema.

Mum:OkayReabilwebye..Musabyemyson.

Musa:Byemama.

Ilaughedafterhehungup.

Me:Mymotherlovesyoumorethanme.That



concludesthis.

Helaughed.

Musa:Noshedoesn't.

Me:Shedoesandyouknowitstrue.I've

acceptedthat.

Musa:andthisishowyouendingthisRight?

Igiggled.

Me:yesIam.

"Musa"

Musa:Timer!Wecoming.



Hegotmyfeetoutofthefootspaanddried

themupthenturneditoff.Ifeltbetter.Wethen

wenttofindhisfatherwhowasinthelounge.

Dad:Kotiwelcome.

Igavehimapolitehug.Heandhissonwere

veryhappytoseeeachother.

Dad:GladyoudraggedhimhereRea.

Me:HadtoPapa.I'llbeoutsidewithNompi.

Musa:Don'tlethermakeyouwalk.

Me:Yesdad.

TheylaughedandIleftthemthere.Nompiwas

makingawig.



Me:That'snice.

Nompi:youthinkso?

Me:yes.That'sverycute.

Nompi:Icanmakeyouone.

Me:I'dlikethat.Bobone

Nompi:wecangohairshoppingtomorrow

Me:Soyoulikedealingwithhair?

Nompi:yesIdo.

Me:Everthoughtofopeningasalon?

Nompi:Musawouldkillme.

Me:Nohewouldn't.

Nompi:Hehatesme

Me:Hejustwantsthebestforyou.

Nompi:Imnotassmartasheis.

Me:youdon'thavetobe.Look,youcanenrolat

acollegeanddowhatyoulove.Ifyouwantto

doBeautythengoforit.Don'tletMusastop



you.He'smakingmoneyoutofhisauditing

businessandeverythingelsethathedoes.You

morelikelytosucceedwhenyoudowhatyou

morepassionateaboutit.Dowhatmakesyou

happy.

Nompi:Nowondermybrotherlovesyouso

much.Youaresuchanamazingperson..

Me:soareyou.

Shesmiled.

Nompi:Youreadytobeamother?

Me:Iam.WaitdoIhaveachoice?

Nompi:Notreally.Youtwowillmakegreat

parents.

Me:thankyou.

Nompi:Hereallylovesyou.

Me;Sorry?



Nompi:Musa.Hereallydoes.He'sneverloved

anyonesincethatforcedmarriagething.

Me:howoldwereyouwhenithappened?

Nompi:Iwas16.Nomazolawasmyfriend

actually.That'showtheymet.

Me:"was?"

Nompi:Yeswas.Wedon'tspeaktoeachother.

ShehasissuesthatIcan'tdealwith

Me:Oh.

Nompi:Butdontworryaboutit.YouMusa's

onlywife.Howaretheweddingplanscoming

along?

Me:OkayIguess.

Nompi:AmIinvited?

Me:Youdon'tevenhavetoask

Ilistenedtoherstoriesforawhileandwewent

insidewhenthesunset.Herkidswereadorable.



AndMusagotalongwiththemsowell.Hewas

sogoodwiththem.Thenextday,NompiandI

madebreakfast.Thehelperwasaroundsowe

decidedtohelpherwithbreakfastandthe

dishes.AfterwedidthatMusaandIdecidedto

takeawalk.

Me:Wegoingtoyourmother'shouse.

Hedidn'tsayanything.

Me:Imtalking.

Musa:BabyIhearyou.Andwewalkingthere.

Hereallywasn'tinthemoodtoarguewithme.

Hewokeuptosomenewsthatpissedhimoff

aboutsomecontract.Whenwegottothe

house,wefound3womensittingoutside.His



mother,NomazolaandsomeLadywholooked

likethemothersoprobablyasiblingor

something.

M'smum:Musa!

Shegotup.

Musa:Dontcomeanywherenearme.Staythere.

Me:HaiMusa.

Hegavemejustonelookandhecalledsome

kidtoGetuschairs.

M'smum:HowareyouRea?

Me:Imfinema.

M'smum:IapologizeforthewayIcameonto



you.

Musa:Yesthatwaswrong.Whogaveyouthe

righttotalktomywife?

Me:Musastopit!That'sdone.Wecamehereto

makepeace

Nomazolagotupandwentinsideherhouse.

Musakeptquiet.

M'smum:ThisIsmyothersister,I'msure

you'vemetNomvula.

Me:YesIhave.

M'smum:thisisNombuso.

Soitwas"Nom"thing.

Me:Nicetomeetyouma.



AuntN:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Musa:okay...Nomasonto,MywifesaidIshould

comehereandmakepeacewithyou.

AuntN:Dontaddressherlikethat..Musashe's

yourmother.NotNomasonto.

Musa:Andwhospoketo...

Me:Musa!

Hekeptquiet.Somaybeitwasabadidea.

Musawantednothingtodowithhismum.

M'smum:MusaI'msorry.Iwasonlydoingwhat

wasrightthen..

Silence.

Musa:letsgo..



Me:Musajustgiveheracha...

JustthenNomazolacameoutwithadishcloth

andatraythathadporridge.Shewentdownon

herkneesinfrontofMusa.

Noma:yourfoodBaba.
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Ilookedathershocked.EveryfibreInmewas.

Musa:Idon'twantyourfood.Pleasegetup.

Noma:Kodwababa...

Musa:Stopcallingmethat.Nomazolagetup.

Shegotup.



Musa:Thankyou.Idon'twantyourfood.

AuntN:Musayourwifeisofferingyoufood.

Musa:Areyoubaby?

Ididn'tanswer.

Musa:that'sano.

Noma:I'llgetstartedwithyourlunch.

What!?

Musa:Idon'twantyourfood.pleaseexcuseus

Shewentbackin.



M'smum:Musayouhadnoright...

Musa:Let'sgo.

Hegotup.

Me:Musayour...

Musa:Reabilwelet'sgo!

Itwashiscommandingtoneagain.Igotup

Me:lesaleng.

MusawalkedaheadandIhurriedtocatchup

withhim.

Me:Musa!



Iwasrunningoutofbreath.

Me:seriously?

Hestopped.

Me:Comeon!

Musa:Reabilwe,makepeacewiththefactthatI

don'twantthatwomaninmylife.Icantstand

Her.Ican't.Ifyoucanthenthat'sokaybutI

can't

Me:AndNomazola?She'sonlydoingwhatshe

wastoldtodo.Youcan'tbemeantoeveryone.

Musa:I'mgoingtobe.Rea,shekeepsforcing

herselfontome.Thatirritatesme.Whosaid

I'mtheonlymanomearth?Look,Ihaveyouand

ourchildtoworryabout.Don'ttellmeabout



irrelevantpeople.Andyoutriedtakingmethere

for"peace"itdidn'tworkout.GetoveritAnd

let'smoveon.

Hestartedwalkingagain.

Me:stopwalkingfast.

Musa:Itshot.

Me:Musa,slowdown.

Hestoppedagain.

Me:Normalpaceplease.Imbreathingfortwo

here..

Musa:Imsorry.

Me:Youcan'tallowyourselftobethisangry.

Musa:Rea?



Me:Yesbaby?

Musa:Iknowyouwanttodotherightthingand

Iloveyoumoreforthatbutbaby,mymother

died9yearsago.Pleaseacceptthat.

Me:Youdon'tmeanthat

Musa:Ido.

Me:Musacomeon.

Musa:No.Rea,yourmotherhasbecomemine

andthat'sallIneedhonestly.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Canwedropthisnow?

Inodded

Musa:thankyou.



Me:IspoketoNompi..

Musa:okay?

Me:stopbeingdifficultonher

Musa:Ihavetobe

Me:Noyoudon't.Shelovesdealingwithhair.

Musa:Reathat'snotit.

Me:Itoldhershecanenrolatacollegeanddo

whatshelikes.Musacomeon.

Musa:Beauty?

Me:What'swrongwiththat?

Musa:youthinkthat'sgood?

Me:Itssomethingshe'spassionateabout.She

candoabusinessmanagementcourseata

collegeandtakeitfromthere.

Helookedatme.



Musa:Youreallyvouchingforheraren'tyou?

Me:Wealldeserveasecondchance.

Musa:No,thisisherfourth

Me:Youcan'tgiveuponher.

Musa:Ialreadyhave

Me:Babycomeon.

Musa:I'mgivingheronelastchance

Me:Thankyou

Musa:AndImeanitwhenIsaylast.Icutheroff

nowI'mpastingherbackIntomylife.Shebetter

notmessup.Tellhershebetternothavea

fourthchild.

Igiggled

Me:Youcan'texpectmetosaythattoher.

Musa:Youguysarebuddiesnowaren'ty'all?



Me:butstill...lookI'lljusttellheryougivingher

achance.

Musa:Forsomeonewho'sarebelyousurelove

peacehey.

Me:Ican'thaveyoufightingwithyoursistertoo.

Yousupposetobeclose.

Musa:Wewere.

Me:Then?

Musa:WellIforgaveheraftershehadherfirst

childandtoldhertonotdoitagainbutshedid

sothat'swhenIcutheroff.

Me:Welldon'tyoueverdothatagain.

Musa:shebetterdotherightthing.

Wegottothehouse.Nompiwassittingoutside

onagrassmatbusywithanewwig.

Nompi:Ohyouback?



Musa:Nowestillgone.

Ipinchedhim

Musa:Ouch!

Me:YeswebackNompi.

Nompi:Youwantsomethingtodrink?

Me:I'mokay.

Musa:Waterplease..

Nompi:Okay.

Wesatonhergrassmat.Musareachedforher

wig.

Me:Niceright?

Musa:Ifthisisyourdefinitionofnice.



Me:MusaDontbeameany.

Musa:I'mnot.

Me:justbehonest.

Musa:Okayit'snice..

Me:Exactly.

Nompicamebackwithhiswater.

Musa:Youstillspitintopeople'sdrinks

Theylaughed.

Nompi:NoIdont.IonlydidthattopeopleI

didn'tlike.

Musa:Oh.AndI'mnotoneofthemnow?

Nompi:No.Never.EventhoughIam.



Shereallyadoredhim.Youcouldseeitinher

eyes.AndIknewdeepdownMusastilladored

hertoobutheymyhusbandwaswell....my

husband!

Musa:Reatellsmeyouwanttodothishair

thingofyours.

Nompi:Ido.

Musa:doyouloveit?

Shenodded.

Musa:Let'sdothis...yougotoschool.Useone

oftheoptionsthatReagaveyouandwhenyou

donewithyourcoursewhichinthiscasewill

takeyou18monthsandyou'veprovenyourself,

I'llhelpyouwithyoursalon.I'llgiveyouthe



capitaltostartit.

Herfacelitup.

Nompi:Youwill?

Musa:yesIwill.

Shehugged...wellmoreofchokedhim.

Musa:Hey!Getoffme.

Nompi:I'msorry.ThankyouRea.

Musa:Yesthankher!She'sgoingtopayme

backifyoudon'tdotherightthing.

Me:Itsfine.I'lluseyourmoneytopayyouback.

Where'sdad?

Nompi:Hewenttoseehisfriend...heshouldbe

back...Ohthereheis.



Musa:Okay.Byeladies..Lolodotherightthing..

Nompi:Iwill.

Musa:Byebaby.

Hekissedme.

Me:Bye.

Hewenttohisdad.

Nompi:OhthankyouRea..Ican'teven

rememberwhenlasthecalledmeLolo.

Me:Justmakehimproud.

Nompi:Iwill.

Heandmyfatherinlawcametotellusthat

theygoingtocheckonthefarmsthenleft.



Nompi:Youhungry?

Me:nope.

Nompi:Youhavetoeat.

Me:Youarejustlikeyourbrother.Okayfine.

Nompi:Youhavetoeat.Youhavesomeone

elsetothinkabout.Come

Wewenttomakefood.

Nompi:Youknowwhichhairstyleyouwantfor

yourwedding?

Me:Notreally

Nompi:CanIseeyourdress?

Ishowedittoher.



Nompi:ohthatsbeautiful..Ihaveafewhairstyle

thatyoumightlike.

Shescrolledthroughhergallery.

Me:That'sverypretty

Nompi:Doyou...

Therewasaknock.

Nompi:comein!Iwonderwhothatis.

Shesteppedin.

Nompi:andnow?WhatareyoudoingHere?

Didn'tItellyoutonotcomehere?

Noma:I'mheretoseeRea.



Nompi:Shedoesn't.

Me;it'sokayNompi.Let'sstepoutside.

Wedid.

Me:Hi.

Noma:Hey

Me:I'msorryaboutwhathappenedearlieron.

Noma:Youhavehimunderyourspellthat'swhy.

Ichuckled.

Me:OkayhowcanIhelpyou?

Noma:Look,youdontdowhatyoudidthis

morning,youneedtotalktomefirst.Tellme

whatyouwanttodothenwaitformeto

approve.Anythingthatconcernsourhusband



youtellme..I'mthefirstwifenotyou.Knowyour

place..
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Iwasshocked.NoreallyIwas.Iwasshocked

tothepointthatIlaughedtilltearscameout

Me:Ishouldwhat?Girlplease!

Noma:I'mserious.

Me:Beserious.Look,Itriedbeingnicetoyou.

ReallyIdid.Itsnotmyfaultthatyougotforced

intothismarriage.Youneedtogetoverit.Musa

doesn'tloveyou

Noma:Musaismyhusband.OfCourseheloves

me.

Me:ohokay.

Noma:knowyourplace.



Sheturnedandleft.Whathadjusthappened?I

wentbacktothekitchen.

Nompi:Iseverythingokay?

Me:IsNomazolaOkay?Mentally.

Nompi:She'sjustreallybackwards.Whydoyou

ask?

Me:Shejusttoldmetorunthingspasther

beforedoingthemcozshe'sthefirstwife.

Shelaughed.

Nompi:Justletherbe.Rea,inherhead,she's

marriedtoMusawhodoesn'tevennoticeher.If

Iwereher,Iwouldhavemovedonagesago.

Me:Thisisnothealthy.



Nompi:Letherstupidassbe.Iblame

Nomasontoandhermotherforthis.

SoNompiwasjustlikeMusa.ItWasnot"mum"

just"Nomasonto"

Nompi:Thisiswhathappenswhenyoulet

peoplethinkforyou.BeforeMusaleftfor

Varsity,that'saftershemiscarriedbytheway,

hetoldhertospreadherwings.Hetoldherthat

he'snotherhusbandAndthatshemustgolive

herlifebuthey...whatmotherinlawsaysgoes.

Me:It'sdisturbing.

Nompi:ServesherRight..leaveher.Youtheonly

wifehere.Eatup.

Iwasdisturbedreally.Ievenlostmyappetite.I

decidedtocallMysister.Shehadtoknow.



Me:Tshegoitsnotfunny.

Shewasevenoutofbreath.

Tshego:Imsorrybuthowstupidisshe?

Me:Ifeelsorryforher.

Tshego:Don't.

Me:Ido.

Tshego:Reabilwe,she'snotmentallydisturbed,

shejustrefusestoseethingsforwhattheyare.

youkeepflauntingyourhusband.

Ilaughed..

Me:Isthisyou?

Tshego:Yes.



Me:TheTshegoIknowwouldbeseekinghelp.

Tshego:She'sjustplaindumb.There'snoother

explainationtothis.Musamadeitclearthathe

doesn'twantherwhat'sherproblem?These

ruralgirlsthough.

Me:notall.

Tshego:yestrue.Justherkind.

Me:Ijusthadtotellyou.

Tshego:Ican'twaitforyoutocomeback.

Me:Ican'teither.

Tshego:waithowhasshebeensurviving?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Tshego;Withoutdickforwhat?9years

Ilaughed.

Me:Thesamewayyou'vebeensurviving



withoutitfor25years

Shelaughed.

Tshego:That'sdifferentandyouknowit.

Me:HowsoTshego?

Tshego:Ihadneverhadsexshehad.

Igiggled

Me:Ihangingup.

Tshego:Askherwhenyougofetchwateror

something.

Me:OkayTshegobye.

Webothlaughed..



Tshego:Talktoyoulater.

Me:Okaysis.

Tshego:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup.Tshegothough!IwentbacktoNompi

whowasworkingonthewigagain

Me:Wewerestilldiscussingthehairstyles.

Nompi:Keepscrolling.Thosearehairstylesthat

willgowellwithyourdresschoosetheoneyou

like.

Me:Okay

IkeptscrollingandchosetwothatIliked.



Me:Ican'tdecide

Nompi:Youcanhaveboth.Oneforthewhite

weddingandtheotherforthetraditional.

Me:AndhowmuchwillIhavetopayforyour

services.

Shelaughed.

Nompi:Zero.Thisismywayofsayingthank

youforrestoringpeacebetweenmybrotherand

I.

Me:Igetonsowellwithmysister.Ican'tlet

himnotgetonwithyou.Youtwoneedeach

other.

Nompi:That'strue.Finallyhemakesagreat

choice.Musahadnotasteinwomen.

Igiggled..



Me:WellIguessIhavetosaythankyou..

Nompi:YouknowIhavetoadmitwhendad

camebackfromJohannesburg,hewasraving

aboutyouanditgotmeabitjealous

Ilaughed.

Nompi:Ididn'tunderstandwhy..NowIdo.

Me:Wellatleastsomeoneisravingaboutme

forachange.

Shesmiled.

Nompi:You'llhavetwonow.

Me:feelsgood.



Myphonerangagain.

Me:Heybaby

Musa:Heywifey..youstillgood?

Me:Iam.

Musa:Younotmovingcouchesandtablesright?

Me:No.Butnowthatyoumentionit...Ishould.

Musa:babypleasedont..

Igiggled.

Me:Iwon't..I'mstillchillingwithNompi.

Musa:Didyoueat?

Me:YesDad.

Musa:Thankyoumum.Wecomingbackina

fewokay?



Me:Okay.

Musa:Dinner?

Me:Youhaveplans?

Musa:Yesbaby.

Me:justthetwoofus?

Musa:Justthetwoofus.

Me:I'dlovethat..

Musa:I'llseeyoujustnow.

Me:okaycool..loveyou.

Musa:Iloveyoumoremybaby.

Weendedthecall.

Nompi:youguysareaddictedtoeachotherits

nothealthy.

Me:Itis



Nompi:No.Sotherewasthisladythatlived

downthere.There'sapeachishhouseIdon't

knowifyousawit.

Me:Withthegreenroof?

Nompi:Yesthatone.Thatwoman'shusband

passedoninacaraccident,theywerevery

close.Addictedtoeachotherlikeyouandyour

husband.Everyoneenviedthem.Onthedayof

thefuneral,shewentintoherbathroom,

obviouslytogetreadyandshenevercameout.

Me:Shecommittedsuicide?

Nompi:Yes.SoyouandMusaarelikethat.

Me:NoNompi.Exaggeration.

Nompi:Don'tsayIdidn'ttellyou.

Me:Let'snottalkaboutthat.

Nompi:Okay.

Me:GodForbidthathappens.



Ididn'tevenwanttothinkaboutthat.

Me:Youhaveanyfriendsaroundhere?

Nompi:Dad'smyfriend.

Me:OhyouarejustlikeMusa.

Nompi:He'sanawesomedad.Verychilled..

He'satraditionalistyesbutdoesn'tforceiton

us.Veryopenminded.

WhenShespokeaboutherfather,shewas

exactlylikeMusa.Starsinhereyes.

Nompi:Whenyouhavehimyoudontneedno

otherfriend.Musaisclosertohimthough.

Me:I'venoticed.Inseparable.

Nompi:youhavenoidea.Letmetrythisonyou.



Shetriedthewigonme.

Nompi:myworkhereisdone.

Me:Yourclientwillloveit..

Nompi:Ihopeso.She'sfullofcomplaints.

Me:Arenttheyall.

Musaandhisdadfinallygotback.Ispoketohis

dadforlike5minutesandhewentinwith

Nompi.

Musa;Youareawigmodelnow?

Me:No.

Hetookitoffmyhead.

Musa:aren'tthesethingshot?



Me:Yougetusedtothemeventually.

Musa:ThankGodI'maguy.

Me:Whereyoutakingme?

Musa:you'llsee

Me:Ihopeit'snotanoisyplace.

Musa:Noit'snot.

Me:Yourwifewas...ohmyGod!Theresheis

now!

Shehadcontainerswithher.Two..

Me:Notyouagain!

Musa:What'swrong?WhatisitnowNoma?

Noma:I'vepreparedyourlunch.Isawyourcar

comingin.

Musa:howmanytimesmustItellyou?Idon't

want...dontpissmeoff.



HegotupAndleftherthere.

Me:stophumiliatingyourself!Thisisannoying

now

Noma:Idontknowaboutyoubutaroundhere.

Awifesubmitstohiswife.Youhadhim

yesterday.Lethimknowitsmynighttonight.
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Me:Youseriouslythinkhe'llagree..

Noma:Justtellhim

Me:Howaboutyoudreamon?

Sheclickedhertongueandturnedtoleave.



Me:Hey!Comegetyourboiledchicken.

Shepickedthetwocontainersfromthefloor

andwentout!Shewasangry.Shekeptclicking

hertongue.IgotupandwenttofindMusa.He

wasInthebackyardplayingwiththedog

Me:Hey

Musa:Hey.

Me.Youokay?

Musa:I'mfine.

Istared.

Musa:what'swrong?

Me:Nothing.

Musa:Reasaywhat'sonyourmind.



Me:IthinkNomazolaisgoingtobeaproblem..

Musa:Don't"think"sheis.Andshe'sdoingthis

becauseyouhere.

Me:what?

Musa:she'salwaysstayedaway.

Me:itsgettingtome.

Musa:I'llhandleit.

Ikeptquiet.

Me:Musawillthisalwayshappenwhenwe

comehere?

Musa:Rea,Iwillhandleit.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Howaboutwegogetreadyforthedinner

date?

Me:We?Inyourfather'shouse?



Musa:Iwontbite

Me:okay.

Musa:Andbesidesitsanen-suitebathroom

babyevenifIweretobite.

Me:justkeepyourhandsto...okayjustwashmy

back.

Musa:Soyouneedmyhands.

Me:Onmyback.

Musa:oh?

Me:Washingit.Isthattubbigenoughforthe

threeofus?

Musa:itis.Come.

Nompiandtheirdadwereinthe

lounge..laughingandtalkinglikegoodold

friends.Wewenttoourbedroom.Helockedthe

doorandwewenttotakeabath...welltorelax.



Me:Yousortedoutyourworkthing?

Musa:Idid.Itwasalittlemistake.

Me:gladthat'ssortedout.

Musa:Someonegotfired

Me:Musa!

Musa:Incompetencebaby.Ican'thavethat.

Me:Itsnotlikeyou'veNevermadeamistake.

Musa:Youcan'tmakeamistakeInbusiness.

It'slikebeingadoctor.Youcan'tdothewrong

thingonapatient.

Me:Butitwasabitharshdon'tyouthink?

Musa:No.Businessisharsh.Youknowwhat

youwanttodoaftergraduating?

Me:lookafterthelittleoneforabout6months

thengetajob..

Hesighed.



Me:Whatisit?

Irestedmyheadonhischest..thewaterwas

soothing.

Musa:Doyoureallyhavetowork?

Me;Yes.

Musa:Why?

Me:Whatkindofaquestionisthat?

Musa:Look,Howaboutyouopenabusinessor

Runoneofmybusinesses?Justtokeepbusy.

Me:ThatwouldmeanIwouldn'thavetobe

therefulltime.

Musa:Youdon'thavetobetherefulltime

yes.That'sthepoint.

Me:Musacomeon.



Musa:I'vealwayshadavision..Iwantto

provide.

Me:butwhy?

Musa:Letmeslaveforyou

SothisiswhatBongaWastalkingabout.

Me.No.

Musa:No?

Me:YesImsayingno..I'mnotgoingtogetthat

degreetojusthaveitdecoratethere'smoreto

lifethanbeingahousewife.

Musa;I'mnotsayingthat.

Me:youare.MusaImnotgoingtobea

housewife.

Musa:ReaI'mnotfightingwithyou.

Me:I'mnoteither.Wecommunicating.



Musa:youreallydon'twanttoworkthough

Me:Iwantto.

Musa;Okayfine.

Me:"fine?"

Musa:Youcanwork.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:butifsomethinghappenstoyoubaby...if

someonetouchesonehaironthisheadof

yours...

Me:Stopbeingpossessive

Musa:I'mnot...okay.Iwasjustsayingthough.

Me:Okayfine.

Musa:Canwestoptryingtostartafightnow?

Me:Iwasn'tdoingthat.

Musa:Youwere.

Me:NoIwasn't..

Musa:I'llgiveyouthisthough,youareabit



calmernow.

Me:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Musa:itmeanspregnancycalmsyoudown.It

meansyoulessrebellious.

Me:Oh?

Musa:yesma'am.Afterthislittleoneisabout3

monthsoldwetryoutfornumber2.

Me:Youcrazy.

Musa:butwe'llbedone.

Me:yes.Afterthisoneturns10

Musa:Babyareyouserious?Youllbe35or36

whenthathappens

Me:That'sokay.

Musa:That'snotokay.

Me:Okay5

Musa:3

Me:No



Musa:4

Me:5

Musa:fine..

Me:I'llmakesureI'monbirthcontrol.

Musa:Youdon'thaveto..youknowthatright?

Ilaughed.

Me:giveup

Musa:okayIwill.OnlycozIloveyousomuch

Me:youdo?

Musa:yes...

Me;Canwegetthatcouch...

Musa:Nope.

Me:ohcomeon!

Musa:Itsugly.



Me:Itscute.

Musa;itwon'tlookniceinthenursery.

Me:Itwill.

Musa:Babyyou'vedoneeverythinginthat

house.Letmehavethisroom

Me:Okay.

Musa;Thankyou.LetMeshowoffmyskills.

Me:Ohyouhaveotherskills?

Musa:BesidestheoneIhaveinbedyes.

Igiggled.

Me:Weshouldprobablygogetdressed.

Musa:let'sgo.

Wefinishedupandleft.Hetookmetosome

niceresturant.TheOrangeRestaurant.



Beautiful.Greatview.

Musa:Youfoundahairstylistyet?

Me:For?

Musa:Thewedding

Me:Yes..Nompi.

Musa:Areyouserious?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Areyousure?

Me:Iam..

Musa:OkayIguessthatwillgivemeachance

toseehowgoodsheis.

Me:ohMusa!

Musa:sorry..Everythingelse?

Me:YouhaveStella'snumberRight?

Musa;Hey...youcan'tdothattome.You

wantedtohandlethewhitewedding.



Me:AndImhandlingit.u

Musa:dontbitemyheadoff.

Me:I'mnot.

Musa:Iwon'taskAnymore.

Me:yes.Youfocusonthetraditionalandletme

focusonthewhite.

Musa:Deal.

Me:How'syoursuit?

Musa:YoufocusonyourdressandIfocuson

mysuit.

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Me:Okayyougotme.

Musa;Let'snottalkaboutthewedding

Me:Whatwouldyourathertalkabout?

Musa:Ourhoneymoon.



Me:Mmm

Musa:Knowwhereyouwanttogo?

Me:AnAfricancountry..

Musa:Why?

Me:IthinkAfricaisbeautifulandhasamazing

placessowhynot.

Musa:Okay.Youdoyourresearchthenwecan

decidetogether.

Me:Alrightsir.

Musa:How'sTshegodoing?

Me:She'sokay.Ispoketoherearlieron.

Musa:Ihopeyoutwoarentplanningon...

Me:Nowewontganguponyourmotherinlaw.

Musa:good!

Wehadalovelynight..onlygothomeat23:00

cozwetookadriveafterdinner.



Thenextday,Wegotreadytoleave..Musasent

hisnephewtogogetHismotherandNomazola.

M'smum:Youtwoareleavingalready?

Musa:pleasesitdown.

Theydid.

Musa:Babycome.

Isatnexttohim.

Musa;Okay...I'lltellyouwhatItolddad...

Heclearedhisthroat.



Musa.Nomazola,younotmywife.You'venever

been

M'smum:Musa...

Musa:I'mnotdone.

Shekeptquiet.

Musa:stopbringingmefoodthatIdont

want..thiswomannexttomeismywife.Not

you.IDontknowyou.Infact,I'msorrytosay

this...Idontcareaboutyouoryour"motherin

law".

Nomazola;Musabutyou....

Musa:Getitinyourhead.ImnotyourHusband..

IDontremembersendingmyunclestoyour

house.Idon'trememberheadingtothebankto

getmoneyforyourlobola.Younotmywife,you

areBonginkosi'sdad'swife.Hespenthis

moneyonyou..ifyouwanttosubmit,cookordo



whateverthatyouwanttodo.Gotohisgrave

anddothatthere.Leavemethehellalone..
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Musa:weshouldgetgoingnowbaby.

M'smum:andwedon'tgettosaysomething?

Musa:Icalledthemeeting.Isaidmypiece.

Meetingadjourned..

Dad:youcangonow.

Theyslowlygotupandleft.

Musa:we'llseeyousoontimer.

Dad:Sureson.ByeRea.

Wehugged.



Nompi:doyoureallyhavetogo?

Me:Yes.Ihaveto.

Nompi:I'mgoingtomissyou

Me:I'mgoingtomissyoutoo

Ihuggedher.

Me:I'llseeyousoonthough.

Nompi:Yes.Ican'twait.

Igiggled

Me:Callmeforsomegirltalk.

Nompi:Iwill.YouknowIneedit

Me:I'vegotyou.



Nompi:Thankyou.

Musa:Okayokayladies.ByeLolo

Hehuggedher.

Nompi:ByeSamoosa.

Musa;stopcallingmethat.

Nompi:acceptthatnickname

Musa:NoIwon't.I'mgrownnow.I'ma

businessman.Whatwillpeoplesay?

Nompi:we'lldefinetheterm"nickname"for

them.

Wegiggled.

Musa:Takecareoftheoldman

Nompi:YouknowIalwaysdo



Musa:andthekidstoo.Dogood

Nompi;Iwill.

Musa;Good..shallwewife?

Me;Weshallhusband.

Nompiandtheirdadlaughed.

Dad:Allofthiscozwenotmarried?

Musa:Youcangogetanotherwifedad.

Nompi;Aslongasshe'snothinglikethat

womanthatgavebirthtous.

Dad:Ihavesomeone.You'llmeetheronyour

wedding.

Musa:Can'twemeetbefore?

Dad:Okay.I'llbringherwiththen.

Musa:seeyouthen.

Me:Takecare.



Dad:youtooWife.

WegiggledandMusaopenedthedoorforme

togetIn

Nompi:drivesafelyhusband.

Musa:Staylonelysingleone.

Nompi:Ouch.

Musa;Eina!Bye.

Nompi:Bye.

Wefinallyleft.

Me;feelgood?

Musa:morethanever.It'slikeaburdenhas

Beenliftedoffmyshoulders.

Me;Sothiswasn'twhatIwantedbutifItmakes



youfeelbetterthanokay.

Musa:Itdoes.SaideverythingIwantedtoget

offmychest.

Me:That'sall?

Musa:I'mhappybaby.TrustmeIam.

Istaredathim.

Musa:pleasebelieveme.

Me:Okay...Ohthosearecute.Babystop.

Hepulledover.

Me:Ilikethose

Itwasa"African"marketsortofthing.They

soldreallynicethings



Musa:Yougettingmorethings?

Me:thehouseyes.Thatwouldbereallycutein

thelounge..

Ireachedformypurse.

Me:I'mgettingthose..

Musa:I'mnotstoppingyou.

Me:Wanttocomewithme?

Musa:Ihaveachoice?

Igiggled.

Me:Yesyoudo.Come.

Musa:Okay.



Wegotoutofthecarandwenttoseewhatwas

what.Igotthepieces,IgotTshegoascarf,got

Bongasomestringswhichhecalled"bracelets".

Hecollectedthose.Gotmumthesamepieces

cozIknewshe'dwantthemandIgotmyhubby

averycutekeyring.OhandgotTshepoan

Africanprintshirt.Helikedthose.

Musa:Arewedone?

Me:yes.

Musa:Siyabongabhut'wam

"pleasure"

Musa:Let'sgo.

Me:Wegoing.

Musa:Ithoughtyou'llneverstop..

Me:Youbettergetusedtoit..yougoingtostart

groceryshoppingtogether.



Musa:No.

Me:yes.

Heopenedthedoorformethenwenttoputthe

thingsattheback.

Musa:Thenextstopisforyourfoodokay?

Me:Okay.

Musa:Nomoreshopping.

Ilaughed.

Me:Okay.

Musa:IjustwanttogettoGordon

Me:youwanttogettoyourdog?

Musa:Yes.He'sprobablyhungry



Me:Ifeellikeyoulovethatdogmorethanme.

Musa:That'snottrue.

Me:Andweboughtittogethersoitcameafter

me.Idontunderstandhowitgetsmorelove

Hegiggled.

Musa:jealousydoesn'tlookgoodonyou

Me:Mxm.

Musa:we'lltakeitslowthen.

Me:Good.

Musa:Butheisstarving.

Me:Welefthimenoughfood.

Musa:youhatehimdontyou?

Me:Ichosehimdidn'tI?

Musa:He'spartofthefamily.Treathimright.



Ilaughed.

Me:I'mgettingafemaledog.Maybeitwilllove

memore

Musa:Youdothat.

Me:Iwill.

Musa:Thenyou'llleaveGordonalone.

Me:arewereallyarguingoveradog?

Wegiggled.

Me:wow..

Musa:Iguessweare..

Me:let'snot..SoI'mgoingtoaskTshegoto

comesleepover.

Musa:SoI'mgoingtofeelleftout?



Me:Noyouwon't.

Musa:Iam.

Me:Imissher.

Musa:Okayfine.We'llgopickherup.

Me:thankyou.

Itextedher.ShewasexcitedtooandIpromised

herthatMusaandIwouldn'tbetouchytouchy.

Musa:Sothismeans,I'msleepingEarlytonight.

Me:youcanjoinusif....

Musa:I'llsleepearly.

Ipinchedhim

Musa:Ouch!



Me:silly!

Musa:Thathurt.

Me:Good!

Musa:Thisisabuse.

Me:Havemearrestedthen.

Musa:whosechildareyou?

Me:yougonkeepaskingmethat?

Musa:Yes.Cozitslikeyouwereadoptedor

something.

Igiggled.

Me:I'llkeeptellingyou..cutfromadifferent

cloth..

Wekeptlaughingandtalkingtillwegothome,

mum'shousetofetchTshego.Westayedwith



herforaboutanhourthenwenttoourhouse.

TshegoandIsleptverylate,shejusywanted

metotellheraboutMpumalangaand"plain

dumb"thatwashernewname.Trustmysister

todothat.Thenextday,Idroppedheroffat

workandwentformyclasses.Fiveto

graduating..Icouldn'twait.Honestly,school

andIweren'tthebestoffriends.Fromprimary

butIhadalwaysbeenambitiousandeven

thoughIknewonecouldsucceedwithout

school,Iwantedsomethingtofallbackon.

Afterclass,IdrovetoBonga's.Hewasn'tat

work.Mondayswerehisrelaxingdays.SoI

knewhewasonsomeXboxmodewithabeer

onthetable.Iknockedloudly.

Bonga:YoChill!

Hefinallyopened.



Bonga:Hey.

Me:Youokay?

Bonga:Youworkforthepoliceservicesnow?

Me:Nope.Howareyou?

Bonga:I'mgoodyou?

Me:I'mfine.SoIgotyousomething....

Igavehimhisstrings.

Me:Youcallthembracelets.

Bonga:Thankyou.

Me:what'supwithyou?

Bonga:youMusa'ssecondwife?

Me:What?Who...

Bonga:Itdoesn'tmatterwhotoldme.Youreally

goingtostoopThatlow?



Me:Excuseme?Bongawhothehelldoyou

thinkyouare?

Bonga:yousuddenlydon'tknowyourworth?

Me:youneedto...

Bonga:Getout!
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Me:Youknowwhat?Yourstupidasscangetto

thenearesthell.

Bonga:Getout!

Itookmykeysandstormedout.Fuckhim!To

hellwithhimactually.Iwentstraighthomeand

slept.Iwaswokenupbyacallataround15:00.

Me:Tshepo.



Tshepo:Hey.Whereareyou?

Me:I'mhome..

Tshepo:CanIcome?

Iheardahooter.

Me:isthatyou?

Tshepo:Yes.Openthegatei

Me:Wow!

Ilaughedthenopenedupforhim.Minuteslater,

hecamein.

Tshepo:Nicehouse

Me:Youkeepsayingthat

Tshepo:Welltakencareof?



Me:Iam.HeyCuz.

Tshepo:Heyhey.

Me:OhIgotyouagift.

Iwenttofetchhisshirt.

Tshepo:yaaas!

Me:youlikeit?

Tshepo:Yes.Thankyou.Whatdoyouwant?

Ilaughed

Me:Nothing.Imonlybeingnice

Tshepo:Youare?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:HowwasMpumalanga?



Me:Itwas...waitdidyouseeBongathis

weekend?

Tshepo:yeswhy?

Me:Youtoldhimaboutthiswifething?

Tshepo:Yessortof.HeaskedifIhadseenyou

cozyourTelkomphonewasengagedandhe

wastryingtogetaholdofyou.That'showit

sortofcameoutthatyouwereinMpumalanga

goingtosortoutthis"wife"situation.Wedidn't

gointodetail.

Me:Oh.

Tshepo:Why?

Me:He'smadatme.SayswhyamIsettlingfor

less.

Tshepo:How'sthathisbusiness.Itsyourlife

mos..

Me:Bonga'smyfriend.

Tshepo:Whydidn'theask?



Me:Beatsme.

Tshepo:He'scrazy.

Me:It'sunlikehim.Maybehe'sgoingthrough

something

Hechuckled

Tshepo:YeahRight

Me:Keng?

Tshepo:Nothing.CanIhaveabeer?

Me:okay.

Iwenttogethimthatandsnacks.

Tshepo:SoHow'sthe"firstwife?"

Me:Rural.



Tshepo:that'sobvious.

Me:IdontthinksheunderstandsthatMusa

doesn'twanther.

Tshepo:Shewon't.

Me:Huh?

Hetookasipofhisbeer.

Tshepo:she'sbeenbrainwashed.Inherhead

she'smarriedtoMusa.

Me:Ithinkit'sallgoodnow.

Tshepo:Youthinkso?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:ifyouhappyI'mhappy

Me:Iam.

Tshepo:Issheprettythough?Mightmakehery

fourthbabymama.



Ilaughed.

Me:Areyouserious?

Tshepo:poorgirlneedssomeAkere?

Me:siesTshepoman!

Tshepo:Howhasshebeensurviving?

Me:yousoundlikeTshego..

Tshepo:DoI?

Me:yesyoudo.

Tshepo:Thatmeansweright.She'sprobablya

virginagain..

Me:you'llseehersoon

Tshepo:Soonbetterbesoon.Ineedaslow

chick

Ilaughed.



Me:Imissedyou.

Tshepo:Imissedyoutoo.Stoptryingtochange

thetopic.

Me:I'mnot.

Tshepo:Right,Iwasstillsaying...Ineedaslow

chick.

Me:Slow?

Tshepo:Yes.PhelaR350plusgrantisalot

Me:Tshepo!

Tshepo:I'mjustsaying.

Me:Tellme,youLookngnicetoday...whereyou

from?

Tshepo:Ihadwentformysecondinterviewat

somecompany.

Me:Ohwow!And?

Tshepo:whatdoyoumean"and?"



Me:Didyougetit?

Tshepo:Obvious.

Me:What?I'msoHappyforyou..

Tshepo:ToldyouIgotthis.

Me:Soyourbabymamas?

Tshepo:theygotjobsnow.

Ilaughed.

Me:OhTshepo!

Tshepo:Icalledameeting.

Me:Forwhat?

Tshepo:ItoldthemthatI'mgoingtofind

anotherjob.ThatifIgetitandtheyquitI'm

goingtohavethemarrestedforchild

negligence

Me:Youwouldn't!



Tshepo:Iwould.

Tshepothough.

Tshepo:andI'maddingR50totheR350.

Me:Tshepo!

Tshepo:Stopcallingmyname.Itsanincrease

Me:YeahItisbut...

Tshepo:nobut...Theyalreadyrippingoffthe

governmentkagrant.

Me:Cozyouledthemthere.

Tshepo:no.Theyarejustlazy.

Me:I'mgivinguponyou..

Tshepo:Good.Getmeyourunwantedsister

wife.

Me:Musawouldbegladtohandherovertoyou.

Tshepo:Obviousobvious.



Ishookmyheadandsmiled.

Tshepo:kemontleNe?

Ilaughed.

Tshepo:I'masking.

Me:no.

Tshepo:Youjealous.I'mstillyourladofhonor

right?

Me:yesyouare.Ellaismymaidofhonor.

Tshepo:WhynotTshego?

Me:she'sneverbeenmarried.

Tshepo:Evenworse,Ellaisadivorcee

Me:Tshepogetoveryourhate.



Tshepo:Sheabortedmychild..Doyouknow?

Me:HaiTshepoman!

Tshepo:Askher.

Me:That'salie.

Tshepo:Askher.

Me:Iwillnot.ThatwouldbeinsultingtoHer.

Tshepo:Ohsoitsokaythatshehurtme?

Me:WhydontIbelieveyou?

Tshepo:IsaidaskYourfriend.Giveheradrink,

askherwhileshesipsonitandseeifshewon't

choke.Ihopeshediesatthat.

Me:That'ssomean.

Tshepo:youthink?

Me:yes.

Tshepo:good.Let'stalkaboutsomethingelse.

Me:Okay...soMusa'sAuntisthrowingusa

party



Tshepo:when?

Me:Thisweekend.

Tshepo:engagementparty?

Me:No.Pre-weddingpartysortof..

Tshepo:Ya.Engagementparty

Me:WemarriedTshepo!Howcanitbecalled

anengagementparty?

Tshepo:Okayfinewhatever.

Hestayedforonehourandleft..Musaarrived

thirtyminuteslater.

Musa:Wife.

Me;Husband.

Musa:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.



Hecametokissme.

Musa:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasverynice.Yours?

Musa:long.GladI'mhome.How'sBonga?

Isighed.

Musa:Youdidntgo?

Me:Idid.Wehadafight.

Musa:About?

Me:Itsnotimportant.

Musa:Wellifyougoingtosighlikethatit

meansitis.

Me:Okay...abouthissexualpartners

Musa:Youneedtoleavehim.Youcan'tforcea

grownmantogrowup.



Me:Iguessyouright.Letmegetstartedwith

thecooking.

Musa:No.I'lldothat..AfterthedayIhad...I

needthis.

Me:okaythen..

HewenttochangeandIwenttositwithhimin

thekitchenandspoketohimwhilewecooked.

WellhespokeandIlaughedmostofthetime.

WehadverychillednightandwhenIcameback

frommyclassesthenextday,Bongawas

parkedoutside.

Me:Arentyousupposetobeinhell?Whatare

youstilldoingonearth?

Bonga:Reahey.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Bonga:Look,I'msorry.



Me:Okaybye.

Bonga:ReaIshouldhaveasked.

Me:Butyoudidnt.Sinceitbothersyouso

much...hewasforcedtogetmarriedwhenhe

was18cozthegirlwaspregnant,she

miscarriedat5months.Musadoesn'twanther.

Happy?Leave!

Bonga:Imsorry..

Me:Youalreadysaidthat.

Bonga:Look,IreactedthewayIdidbecauseI

care.

Me:WhathappenedtoaskingbeforeAssuming?

Bonga:I'msorrybutIcouldn'thelpButreactthe

wayIdid.LookRea...Iloveyou.Iavoidbeing

aroundyouandMusabecauseIcan'thelpbut

getjealous.EverytimeyoutwotouchorkissI

justwanttobeinhisshoesanddothat.Iknow

I'mlatebutyoubeingwithhimmademerealize

thatIactuallyloveyou.It'sdeepandIcan'thelp



itnow.
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Ilookedathim.

Me:what?

Bonga:thatsthetruth

Me:YouhadtowaittillIwastakentotellmeall

ofthis?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:LookBongaI'msorryyoufeelthatwaybut...

Bonga:YoumarriedandexpectingMusa'sChild

Me:Yes



Bonga:Iknow.

WhatwasIsupposetosay?

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Bonga:Ijusthadtogetitoffmychest.

Me:NowIdontknowifIshouldinviteyoutothe

pre-weddingpartyornot.

Ididntknowwhattosayordo.

Bonga:I'llhavetofindawaytodealwiththis.

Ikeptquiet.

Bonga:I'msorry.



Me;Metoo.

Heclearedhisthroat

Bonga:Ishouldprobablygetbacktowork..

Me:Besafe.

Bonga:Takecare.

Me:Sharp.

Bonga:Sharp.

Iwatchedashedroveoffandreachedformy

phone.

Musa:Baby?

Me:Hey.

Musa:Youokay?



Me;Iam.CanIcome?

Musa:Totheoffice?

Me:Yes.

Musa:I'dlovethat.

Me;Okay.I'llseeyoujustknow.

Musa:Okaybaby.

Ifixedussomethingrealquickpackeditina

basketanddrovetohisoffice..

"MrsMabasa"

Ilookedatherconfused.

"Ohmyapologies.I'mFrida"

Me:Ohsorry.HeyFrida.



Frida:HowareyouMrsMa...

Me:justReaorKellywillbefine.

Frida:OhI'msorry.

Me:It'sokay.

Frida:He'sexpectingyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Iwalkedslowlytohisoffice..hadonlybeen

thereoncewhenheforgothisphoneandIwas

welcomedbysomegirlwhowasn'tFrida.

Probablyastandinorsomething.Iknocked

softly.

Musa:Beenwaiting.ComeinBaby.

Iwalkedin.



Musa:Heybeautiful.

Me:Heyyou

Musa:Youlookverysexy.

Me:Ido?

Musa;Yes..

Me:Wellthankyou.

Musa:Itsapleasure

Me:Hungry?

Musa:Very.Imissedyou.

Me:AndImissedYourcalmselftoo.

Musa:YousureyouOkay?

Me:Iam.

Musa:Howwasschool?

Me:Itwasokay.

Musa:Really?

Me:Yes.



Musa:Rea...

Me:Baby?

Musa:Talktome.

Me:solet'ssaysomeoneyou'veknownfor

quitesometimedeclaresherloveforyounow

whenyoutakenandexpecting..Howdoyou

reacttothat?

Hesmiled.

Musa:Hefinallytoldyouhowhefeels?

Me:Huh?

Musa;Bonga?

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Musa:Let'ssee...Ihaveeyes.I'maguy.

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Musa:Itwasn'tmyplaceto.I'veseenhowhe



looksatyou.Atus.

Me:Ifounditweird.

Musa:Why?Itsnormal..

Me:Foryou..I'veneverseenhimasanything

morethanafriend.

Musa:Howwillyouhandleitnow?

Musawassomethingelsethough.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Musa:CanInotgetinvolved?

Me;Babe...

Musa:Nobaby.Iwasn'ttherewhenthe

friendshipbegan.Itoldyouthisbefore,it'supto

youhowyouplanonrespectingourrelationship

regardingyourfriendshipwithBongaandI

won'tlietoyou...you'veshownmenothingbut

respect.NotoncehaveIeverfeltlikeyou



belittlemeoranythingofthatsort.Sowhatyou

dofromthispointisreallyuptoyoubaby.The

ballisInyourcourt.

Thatmadesense.

Me:Ihearyou.Ijusthatethatthingswill

awkwardnow.

Musa:Youtwowilljusthavetobeadultsabout

it.

Isighed.

Musa:You'llbeOkay.

Me:Youreallynotgettinginvolved?

Musa:nowifey.



Imadeaface.

Musa:Thatwon'thappen.Forgetit.

Me:justlikethat?

Musa:Justlikethatbaby.

Me:Okay

Musa:AuntNomvulacalled.

Me:And?

Musa:she'sbookedalodgefortheparty

Me:Anentirelodge?

Henodded.

Me:Why?

Musa:Youaskingthewrongpersonbaby.She

wantsyoutohaveaguestlist.



Welaughedatthat.

Me:SoIhave6peopleonmyguestlist.

Musa:let'sseewhatIhave,Bonginkosi,Nompi,

dad,her3kids,Fezile,auntandherhusband.9

Me:That'sit?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Me:Colleagues?

Musa:Nah.

Me:Baby,acquaintances?

Musa:Idontwantthematmyparty.

Wesigned.

Me:Wereallydonthavelivesdowe?



Heshookhishead

Me:Sowehave15guests?

Musa:18includingTshepo'skids.

Ilaughed.

Me:Okayandthem.

Musa:younotinvitinghissister?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Baby...

Me:I'mseriousmylove.

Musa:Okay.

Me:sothat'sourguestlistdone.

Musa:yesitis.Soshouldwecallher?



Me:Yesweshould.

Hedialledhernumber.

Aunt:MusawenkosiMabasa.

Musa:AuntyHowareyou?

Aunt:I'mfine..youandyourwifehavethe

guestlistready?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Aunt:thatwasquick

Musa:Yesitwas..she'sherewithMeactually.

Aunt:OhhelloMsKelly.

Me:HelloAunty.

Aunt:SohowmanypeopleshouldItellthemto

caterforsotheycanguesstimatehowmuchI

needtogivethem

Musa;Just18



Aunt:what?

Musa;just18Guestsma'am.

Aunt:ReabilwenoMusa.

MusaandI:Yesma'am?

Aunt:Youtwoneedtobuyyourselvesliveswith

allthemoneyyouhave

Me:Babyzip.

Musa:Iam.Youdontfit.

Me:Ido.MusaZip.

Itwasthedayoftheparty.Wewereinourroom

attheguesthousegettingready.MumandAunt

Nomvulahadinvitedtheirownfriends..Tshepo

didtoo.Musa'scousinsBonginkosiandFezile



invitedtheirfriendstooandsomeofMusa's

relativescamewithhisdadfromMpumalanga

thenightbefore.AndTshegocamewith

Richard.

Musa:Itsnotzi...babyyouhave3dresseshere.

Justtryanotherone.

Me:Iwantthisone.

Musa:yho!

HetookouthisphoneanddialledTshego.

Musa:heyTshego...pleasecometoour

room....okaythankyou.

Hehungup.



Musa:I'llseeyouwhenyoudone..I'llbewaiting

foryouatthereceptionokay?

Me:yougivinguponme?

Musa:yesIam.Onlyfortoday.Iloveyou.

Hekissedmeandlefttheroom..Tshegocame

inminuteslater.

Me:Hesaysitdoesn'tzip.

Tshego;letmetry

Shemanagedtozipit.

Me:Itoldhimitfits.

Tshego:itwontsoon.

Me:Dontbelikethat.



Weheardaknock.

Me:Comein.

Shecamein.Redtwopiece,sunhat,heelsanda

bagunderherarmpit.

"Girls"

Me:Hi,doweknowyou?

"Youtwohavegrown"

Tshego:Imsorryma'am.Doweknowyou?

"ImGloria,Kgalalelo'ssister"

Me:MumhasasisternamedGloria?

Gloria:Yesshedoes.

Tshego:Ohnicetomeetyou.

Gloria:Youtwolookbeautiful.



Tshego:Thankyou.

Gloria:Iknowyoutwodontknowmewellbut

youatewhatIate.DrankwhatIdrank....

Me:Sorry?

Gloria:TshegoandReabilwe...Imyourmother.
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Tshego:Sorryma'am,wedon'thavetimefor

this.

Me:Exactly.Pleasegetoutofthisroom

Gloria:ReaBabyli...

Tshego:Out!

Me:Youheardher.

Shetookadeepbreath.



Gloria:okay.I'llgo.

Me:Good.

Gloria:haveagreatparty

Tshego:Thanksbye.

Sheleftourroom.

Tshego:Nonsense!

Me:Doesmumevenhaveasisterbythename

ofGloria?

Tshego;no.

Me;imaginethat!

Tshego;Webetternottellheraboutthis.

Me:Okay.Let'sgo.Musaiswaitingformeat

thereception.

Tshego:Yes.Letsgo.



WedidwhatwehadtoandIfoundMusa

waiting.

Tshego;I'llseeyouguysoutside.

Musa:Thanksbytheway

Tshego:noproblem.I'llseeyouguysoutside.

Musa:Sure.

Shesteppedout.

Musa:talktome.

Me:Huh?

Musa:Whatpissedyouoff?

Me:youknowmethatwellnowdon'tyou?

Musa:Ihaveto.Talktome.

Me:Wehaveourguests...



Musa:theycanwait..comeon.

Weheadedbacktoourroom

Me:Someladycamehere.Shewasinred.She

saidthatshe'sourmother.

Musa:YouandTshego'smum?

Me:yes

Musa:Babydon'tyouthink...

Me:No.Musaplease.Let'sgooutthereand

havefun.Itoldhertoleave.

Musa:Rea,youshouldhaveatleastlistened.

Me:Butmumhasnevermentionedher.She's

justtryingtocomplicateourlives.

Musa:Okaylet'sgothen.YouLookbeautifulby

theway.

Me:Inadressyousaiddoesn'tfitright?



Helaughed...

Musa:InadressIsaidyoudon'tfitin.Show

gratitudenow.

Me:Thankyouhusband..youlookdapperinthis

suittoo.Maybeweshouldntgooutthere.

Musa:Wantustogotoourroom?

Inodded.

Musa:ThenAuntNomvulakillsusright?

Me:Wegetanotherroomthen.

Musa:That'snotabadplan.Afterallshe

bookedtheentirelodge.

Me:Exactlysoshe'dgettiredof....



"Haibo!"

Weturned

Aunt:Wewaitingforyoutocomeoutside,you

busytouchingandkissing.

Musa:Weweren'tkissing

Aunt:youarecloseenoughtodothat.Let'sgo.

Musa:RightbehindyouAunty.

Aunt;Ibetterhearfootstepsbehindme.

Shewalkedoutfirst.

Me:Let'sgo.

Hesighed.



Musa:Mxm!

Igiggled.

Me:I'msorry.

Musa:Youhaveatimerright?

Me:Youwanttotimepeople'sspeeches?

Musa:Yes.

Igiggled.

Musa:thesoonerwefinishthebetterbaby.

Me:wellyoucantrythatbut...

"Musawenkosi!Reabilwe"



Musa:Okayletsgo.

Hetookmyhandandwesteppedout.

Musa:yousurethoseshoesarecomfortable?

Me:YesIam.

Musa:Wontmakeyourfeet...

Me:Babystopworrying..Theyarefine.

Wewalkedtothegarden.That'swhere

everyonewas..thesetupwasbeautiful.

Musa:Thisisgoingtobealongoneright?

Me:Itis.



Theywerealllookingatusaswewalkedtoour

table..Itriedtonotmakeanyeyecontactwith

Bonga.

Musa:Can'twegobacktoourhouse?

Ilaughed.Musawasshyhoweverhewasalsoa

people'spersonbutonlyinbusiness.Itwasup

tohim...We'dhaveourweddingfarawayonan

islandwithjusthischildwhowasstillinmy

bellyandthepastor.Justthat.

Me:Nope.Wealreadyhere.

Aunt:MusaandRea...

Oureyesunlockedandwelookedather.

Aunt:therearepeoplearoundyou.Us.



Laughter.

Aunt:wecanallsitdown.

Wedid.Sheintroducedherselftoeveryone

there,welcomedthemandcalledoneofMum's

friendstocomedoanopeningprayer..Tshepo

wastheMC.Hiskidslookedadorable.Label

fromheadtotoe.Daddydidntplaylikethat!He

lovedhiskidsverymuch.

Wewentthroughthespeeches.Musawas

restless.Hesaidhefeltlikehewasina

presentation.

Me:Babestopit.

Musa:Dad'sthelastspeakerright?

Me:Theprogramsaysso.



Musa;Okaygood.Atleasthedoesn'tsaymuch.

Me:areyoureallythatbored?

Musa:IfeellikeI'minaboardmeeting

Me:Wellyouinagarden..

Fezile'smumwhowashisauntfromthedad's

sidefinallyfinishedandhisdad'sspeechlasted

fortwominutesanditwasfinallyover.Tshepo

gavethefinalannouncementofwherethefood

willbeservedanddrinks..

Me:Happy?

Musa:Morethanhappy.Canwegohomenow?

Ilaughed.

Me:Noyoucannot.Weallspendingthenight



here.

Musa:Ihatebeingcontrolled..NowI'mforced

totalktoeveryone?

Me:Yes.

Musa:I'mnotusedtothis.Myweekendsare

dedicatedtooneperson.

Me:AndIknowthatbaby.Stopsulkingwehere

now..Lookonthebrightside..I'mhere.

Musa:Andweinagardennotatourhouse.

Ismiled..

Me:yes.Unfortunately..Bonginkosi'scalling

you.

Musa:yousee?

Hewaswavingathim.



Me:justgo.

Musa:andyoushouldgotalktoBonga.You

cantavoidhimforever.

Me:Yeah...weshouldprobablygohome.

Helaughed.

Musa:Beawomanaboutit.

Me:asifIhaveachoice.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

QuickkissandhewenttoBonginkosi.Iwentto

findBonga.

Me:Heyyou



Bonga:HeyR.Yougood?

Me:Iamheyyou?

Bonga:ImOkay.Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou.Youlookgoodtoo.

Bonga:LookRea,IknowIdroppedabombshell

onyou.

Me:Yesyoudid.

Bonga:butIwasjustexpressingmyself.Things

don'thavetobethisawakwardbetweenus

though.YouwithMusaandIwaslate.Iknow.

Canwetrytodealwiththis?

Me:Iguesswecan.

Bonga:thankyou.

Me:Wecantrytomakethingsgobackto

normal.Ifthatspossible.

Bonga:Wecantry..

Me:Letsdothat.



Thepartywasfun.Weallspentthenightatthe

guesthouseandleftinthemorning.Ataround

14:00,TshegoandIdecidedtogohome,she

hadcomewithMusaandIfromthelodge.

Tshego:Didyouseewhereshewentto

afterwards?

Me:No.Shemusthaveleft.

Tshego:KaTwopieceered

Me:Shepissedmeoff.

Tshego:Metoo.

Wefinallygothome.Greetedmumagainand

askedhertositdown

Me:YouhaveasisterbythenameofGloria?



Mum:Gloria?

Me:Yes.

Mum:whathappened?

Tshego;SomewomannamedGloriacameto

thelodgeyesterdayandsaidshe'sourmother.

Mum:Mmabatho!

Shecameout.

Me:Thatsher.

Gloria:Hellogirls.

Wekeptquiet.

Mum:yourfatherandIhadadaughterofour

ownthatpassedonwhenshewas3.Ioncegot

intoanaccidentandIwasscaredforlife.Iwas



toldIwouldn'tbeabletohavekidsagain.So

yourfatherandIaskedGloriaifshecouldhelp.

ShehadTshegofirstand2yearslater,shehad

you.

Me:what?

Tshego:Youaskedyoursistertohavechildren

foryou.Whycouldn'tyouaskhertobea

surrogateinstead?

Mum:Wedidn'tknowaboutthatthen.

Me:Wow!Sowhenyousaidyouhateddad

whenyouwerepregnantwithTshego...

Mum:Iwastryingtostopyoufromkillingthat

childyoucarrying.

Me:YoualwaysgoingonabouthowIshouldn't

keepthingsfromyou.HowIneedtobeprayed

for...HowIshouldn'tgivefalsetestimoniesyet

youdid.

Tshego:Youneedtoprayforyourself.Infact,

fast.



Gloria:Tshego...

Tshego:Idon'tknowyoudon'ttalktome.

Me:Fromnowon,Iconsidermyself

motherless..Don'tcometomywedding,don't

cometomyhouseandstayawayfromMy

husband.
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Mum:Rea...

Me:Tshegoyoustaying?

Tshego:No.I'llcallRichard.

Me:I'lldropyouoffthere.

Wegotupandshewenttopackherthings.



Mum:Tshego...

Wewalkedoutandleft.Westoppedatsome

parktotalk.

Me:WhatIdontgetis...whydidn'tshetellus?

Tshego:BeatsMe.Youwereharshthough.

Me:NoIwasn't.

Tshego;Youwere.Rea,youhaveeveryRightto

beangrybutthatwas...

Me:tooharsh?

Tshego:Yes.

Me:Theonlyharshthingisthefactthatshe

keptthetruthfromus.

Tshego:Andhowwefoundout.

Me:Exactly..SowhatifthisGloriacamewhen



mu...Kgalalelohadalreadypassedon?

Tshego:OkayIgetthat.

Me:Ijustwanttogohomenow.

Tshego:Letsgo

Wewentbacktothecar,wewerequietallthe

waytoRichard'splace.

Tshego:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:Okaysis.

Tshego:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihuggedher.

Tshego:TrytocalmDown



Me:whyareyousocalm?

Tshego:CozI'mtryingtoprocessthis.AndI'm

calmonyourbehalf.Thatchildyoucarrying

needstobetakencareof.Calmdown

Me:Okay.

Tshego:that'sit.

Me:I'llcallyoulater.

Tshego;Okaythen.

IwatchedherwalkinandIleft.WhenIgot

home,Musawaswatchingasoccermatch.

Me:Hey.

Musa;Heybaby.

IwenttothebedroomtochangeandIdecided

tojustrestmybody.Minuteslater,Hecamein.



Musa:"hey?"

Me:Howareyoubaby?

Musa:WhatIsit?Ismumfine?

Me:She'sOkay

Musa:Didyougettheanswersyouwere

lookingfor?

Me:ShesaysGloria'sourmother.

Musa:oh.

Ilookedathim

Me:"oh?"

Musa:Howdoesthatmakeyoufeel?

Me:Musa?

Musa:Baby?



Me:youknewaboutthisdidn'tyou?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:MusawenkosiLeornadoMabasa!Imtalking

toyou.

Musa:donttalktomelikethat...You'llshoutat

yourkidnotme.

Me:Youknew?

Musa:Idid.

Me:Wow!Really?

Musa:yesreally.

Ilookedathim.

Me:Youstillkeepingsecretsfromme?Haven't

you...



Musa:Thiswasn'tmysecrettotell.

Me:Oh?

Musa:Yes.Itwasn'tandyouknowit.Your

motherconfidedme

Me:She'snotmymother.

Musa;Reabilwe!

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:she'sstillyourmother.

Silence.

Musa:Thisshouldn'tevenchangeanything.

Me:Oh?

Musa:yes.Shemadesureyouwellfed,clothed,

educated,shemadesureyouhavearoofover



yourhead.Youarewhatyouarenowbecause

ofher.Aren'tyou?

Ikeptstill.

Musa:Aren'tyou?

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Musa:Rea,dropthisdramaofyoursandgotalk

toyourmother.

Hegotupfromthebed...

Musa;Ohanddomeafavour,keepcalm..for

thesakeofmychildcozifsomethinghappens

tohim,youdead.I'mserious.



HewalkedoutofourbedroomandIputmy

headdown.MumkeptcallingandIdidn't

answerhercalls.Ifinallymanagedtofallasleep

andwaswokenupbyMusa.

Musa:Ella'shere.

Me:I'mcoming.

Iwenttobrushmyteethandwashmyfacethen

wenttothelounge.

Me:HeyElla.

Ella:Hey.

Me:let'sgotothepatio.

Ella:Okay.



IgotusdrinksAndwewentout.

Ella:Beautiful.

Me:Huh?

Ella:yourhouseisbeautiful..

Me:ThankyouElla.

Ella:Ionlycamehereonce.

Me:Youalwaysbusythat'swhy

Ella:that'snottrue.

Me:Itis.

Ella:youokay?

Me:IAmyou?

Ella:Imfine.

Me:YouoverMoses?

Ella:yourpartymadememisshim

Me:I'msosorry.



Ella:theyareexpectingachildtogether.

Me:What?

Ella:I'mtellingyou

Me:I'msosorry..

Ella:Itsofficial..weareover.

Me:You'llfindsomeoneelse.

Ella:Really?

Me:yes.

Ella:ReaTsheporeallyhatesmedoesn'the?

Itookasipofmydrink.

Me:whatdidyoudotohim?

Shekeptquiet.



Me:Tshepodoesn'thatesomeoneunlessthey

didsomethingtohim

Ella:Youknowweweredatingright?

Igiggled..

Me:Ithinkwe'vebeenfriendssincewewere7

or8Ella.

Shesmiled.

Ella:Yes.Sorry..soIfellpregnantwithhischild.

Me:And?

Ella:Ihadanabortion.

Me:SoTshepowasn'tlying?

Ella:Hetoldyou?

Me:yesbutIdidn'tbelievehim



Ella:Hewastellingthetruth

Me:why?

Ella:Hewasn'tready.

Me:Youthinkso?

Ella:AndIwasn'ttoo.

Me:Youtriedapologizingtohim?

Ella:Hewonthaveit.

Me:that'sbad.

Ella:Iknow..

Me:I'lltalktohim

Ella:ThankyoubutanywayI'mnotherefor

that...I'mHeretoseeyou.Youokay?

Me:Iam.

Wehadagoodtimeandsheleftataround

17:00.MusawassleepingonthecouchafterI

walkedEllaoutandIhadafewmissedcalls



fromTshego.

Me:Tshego.

Tshego:Beencallingyou.

Me:Iknow..IwasoutsidewithEllaandmy

phoneisonsilent.

Tshego:ohokay.Youcalm?

Me:Iam.

Tshego;Haveyougiventhissomethought?

Me:Nope.

Tshego:Youblockingitout?

Me:Iam

Tshego:youcan'tdothat

Me:IknowbutI'mtrying.

Tshego:mum'sbeencallingnonstop.

Me:Answered?



Tshego:Nope.Isentheratextthough..toldher

togiveusSpace.

Me:Youknowshewontbackdown

Tshego:Abombshellhasbeendroppedonus.

Me;AlotofThosehavebeendroppedonme

thesepastweeks.

Tshego:I'msorry.

Me:It'sokay.

Tshego:Comeseemetomorrowafterclass.

Me:Iwill.

Tshego:Loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IwenttowatchsomeTVinourbedroomand

aboutanhourlater,Musacamein,wentto

cleanupandsatacrossme



Musa:yourmothercalledwhileyouwereout

withElla.Saysyouignoringhercalls.

Me:Iam

Musa:Why?

Me:CozIdon'twanttotalktoher.

Musa:Seriously?Didn'tIaskyoutodropthe

drama?

Me;Musadon't...

Musa:Reabilwecallyourmotherback.

Me:no..Itoldhertostayawayfromyou..why

didshecallyou?

Musa;Shetoldmeyousaidthattoo.Listen,

don'tinvolvemeinyourfights..Pickupthat

phoneandtalktoher.

Me:Isaid"No!"

Musa;Okaythen...I'mnotgoingtolivewithan

irrationalandanungratefulwife.

Me:Excuseme?



Musa:I'mleavingyouherealone.I'llcomeback

whenyou'vegottenbacktoyoursensesand

decidedtobeanadultaboutthings!You

startingtoannoythehelloutofme!
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Me:Ohyoutakinghersidenow?

Musa:Iam.Cosyounotbeingrational.

Me:Youweren'trationalwhenyourefusedto

forgiveyourmum.Istoodbyyou..

Musa:That'sdifferent.

Me:Isit?

Musa:Itis.

Me:Howso?

Musa:SheforcedmeintodoingsomethingI

didn'twanttodo.Whatdidyourmumdo?Love

you?



Me:youcanleave..youthinkI'mmadeofsteel

right?YouthinkIdonthurt?

Musa:Ididntsaythat.

Me:YoucanleaveMusa.Takeeverythingyou

haveandleave.Youmarriedmymothernotme

right?Leave.

Musa:Reathat's...

Me:Leave.

Hegotupandpackedwhatheneededto

Me:nowyoucancomebackherewhenyou've

learnttosupportyourwifeandrealizedthatI'm

notmadeofsteel.

Hetookhiscarkeysandleft.Tohellwithhim!I

wenttotakeabaththensleptafterwards.Went

toschoolthenextdayandgotacallfrom



Bongatomeetupforlunch.Wasresistantat

firstbutfiguredwhyNot.

Bonga:Andthenwena?

Me:Huh?

Bonga:keng?

HewastheBongaIknewormaybehewas

pretendingbutIcouldn'ttell.

Me:Huh?

Bonga:What'swrong?

Me:Ohsorry..

Bonga:Whatisit?

Itookadeepbreath.



Bonga:Okayitsbad.

Me:itis.

Bonga:What'sit?

Me:Somum'snotmymum.

Bonga:What?

Me:Sothere'sthisladythatcametothelodge

onSaturdayandsaidshe'sourmother.

Bonga;Tshegoisalsonotyourmum'sdaughter?

Me:Yep.

Bonga:Thatmusthurt.

Me:Itdoes.

Bonga:Whydidtheykeepthisfromyou?

Itoldhim.

Bonga:Butsheisstillyourmother.



Me:Yousay?

Bonga:Yes.Andyoushouldn'thavesaidthatto

her.

Me:Youalsotakingherside?

Bonga:NoyouknowIwouldneverdo

that..listentowhatI'msaying...Yousupposeto

hurt,yousupposetocryandbeangrybutyou

can'tturnyourbackonsomeonewho'shadit

for23years.ShelovedyouandsheStilldoes.

Justaskherforsometimethengiveitsome

time.

Ikeptquiet.

Bonga:forgiveherthough.

Me:Icanonlytry.

Bonga;She'stheonlymotheryou'veknown

Me:That'struebut...



Bonga:Talktoherandaskforsometime.

Nothinghastochangethough.Youcandecide

whetheryouwantyournewmotherinyourlife

ornot.

Ilaughed.

Me:IDon'teventhinkabouther.

Bonga;Youwontbutshe'sback

Me:Iknow.

Irolledmyeyes.

Bonga:you'llbefine.

Me:Youthink?

Bonga:Yes.Trustme..canYoueatyourfood

now?



Me:Iwill.

Bonga:how'sTshegotakingit?

Me:Youknowher.

Bonga:Takingitasitcomes?

Me:Yessir.

Bonga:youneedtokeepcalmthough.Forthe

sakeofthatchild

Me:YousoundlikeTshego.

Bonga:thenI'mRight.

Wehadlunchandweleft.Ihadtogoto

Tshego'sworkplace.

Tshego:DidyoueatAnything?

Me:justhadlunchwithBonga?

Tshego;Everythingisbacktonormalnow?

Me:wetrying.



Tshego:Thatmusthavebeendifficult.

Me:Itwasn'ttoday

Tshego:Youtwodecidedtobeadultsaboutit?

Me:Yeswedid.Youspoketomum?

Tshego:Idid.Thismorning.

Me;And?

Tshego:Shesoundsdevastated.

Me:oh.

Tshego:ThinkweshouldgoseeHer.

Me:Ijustwanttobealoneforawhile.

Tshego:Understandable.

Me:soMusamovedout.

Tshego:What?

Me:Hetookhismotherinlaw'sside.

Shegiggled.



Me:ohandheknew.

Tshego:What?

Me:Yep.

Tshego:Wow.

Me:hesaiditwasn'thissecrettotell.

Tshego:He'sright.

Me:Iguess.

Tshego:sohe'smadatyoucozyouwon't

forgivemum?

Me:look,Idon'tneedtoforgivemum.I'mjust

hurtsohe'smadatthefactthatIdon'twantto

talktoheryet.

Tshego:Maybehedoesn'twantyoutomessup

yourrelationshipwithmumcoshisis.

Me:Doesn'tmatter.He'ssupposetosupport

menotmoveout.



Tshego:Maybehecouldn'tkeepupwithyour

dramaanymore.Youtendtooverreactand

becomeirrationalattimes.

Me:Really?

Shenodded

Me:seriously?

Shegiggled..

Tshego:Iwouldneverlietoyou

Me:MaybeIdidoverreact.

Tshego:Yesandyouwereirrational?

Me:No.No.I'mjustdealingwiththistheonly

wayIknowhow.

Tshego:Okaywe'llletyoube



Me:Thankyou.

Tshego:Pleasure

Me:Ineedtogosleepnow.

Tshego:no.GoseeTshepo.

Me:Why?

Tshego:cozhecalledmeandsaidheneedsto

seeyoucozYounotansweringyourother

phone.

Me:OhIleftitathome.

Tshego:Goseehim.

Me:wellIdonthaveachoice.

Tshego:yesyoudon't.

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Tshego:dothat..exercise.

Me:Forwhat?

Tshego:Youneedtobeactive.

Me:Tshegobye.



Tshego:Okaybye.

Ihuggedher

Tshego:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoosos.

Tshego:Takecare.

Me:Youtoo.

Tshego:Andtrytoberational.Musacanonly

takesomuch.

Me:Nah.He'llcomebackwhenherealizeshe

waswrong.

Tshego:Youaresostubborn

Me:Ithelps.

Tshego:OkayReabye...you'llgetmefired

Me:Okaysorrybye

Tshego;bye



IdrovetoTshepo's.

Tshepo:Ihavebeencalling.

Me:IknowI'msorry.

Tshepo;heardthewomanthatgavebirthtoyou

andTshegoisback.

Me:Youknowaboutthat?

Tshepo:I'vealwaysknown

Me:Youhave?

Tshepo:Yes.

Me:Tshepobut...

Tshepo:Butitwasntmyplacecuz.

Ikeptquiet.



Tshepo:dontbemad.

Me:I'mnot.

Tshepo:andyoubetternotchangeakere?

Me:Sorry?

Tshepo:dontneglectyourmumnow..

Me:butTshepo...

Tshepo:youtendtoloseyourmindwhenyou

hurting..

Me:Okay...TshegosaidYouwerelookingfor

Me

Tshepo:Iwantedtocheckonyou.

Me:ohthankscuz

Tshepo:Andyourpartywasverynice

Me:wellthankyoubutallcreditgoestothe

aunt.

Tshepo:Okayokayyes.

Me:IspoketoElla.



Hesighed.

Me:She...

Tshepo:no..don'ttellmeaboutElla.

Me:Okay.

Tshepo:accompanyMetothemall,Isawsome

kicks.

Ispent3daysgoingtoschool,studyingand

sleeping.Myphonewasofftheentiretime.

Musacametocheckonmebutfoundalldoors

lockedandIdidn'topenupforhim.IhadsureI

leftthekeysinbothdoorssohewouldntbe

abletousehis.Onthefourthday,ataround

17:00,therewasaknock.

Me:CanIbeleftalone?



Thepersonknockedagain.Istoodupangrilyto

gogetit.

Me:OhMyGod!CanGodjusttakeme!?Whatis

this?Seriously?whatdoyouwant?

Ifelttested...honestly

Nomazola:my....wellourmotherinlawsaidI

shouldcomehereandhelpyouwiththe

weddingarrangements.
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Me:Excuseme?

Noma:Youheardme.



Me:youbettergobacktoWhereyoucome

from

Noma:Atthishour?Its18:30

Me:Flytherethen.

Noma:ReaI'mjustheretohelp.I'vebeensent

bymymotherinlaw.

Honestly,Ihadnostrengthforher.

Me:Idon't...Look,younotsleepinginhere.

There'salittlehutjustbehindthishouse.Just

gothereplease.

Noma:Okaythankyou

Me;Beoutofmyhairtomorrow.Iwantyou

gone.

Noma:Where'sMusa?

Me:CanYoupleasego..I'llordersomepizzafor

yousoyoudon'tsleeponanemptystomach.



Noma:Okay

Me;okaybye

IwasInamood.Thenauseahadmetheentire

day.Myfeetwereswollen,Iwascomingdown

withacoldandIcouldn'teventakemeds.Ihad

beendrinkingwarmwatersincemorningcozI

didn'tevenknowwhattodrink

Noma:Butwhere's...

Me:YhoNomazola!Youareworkingonmy

nerves!Idon'tevenwantyouhere.

ShemadeherwaytothehutShe'dfigureitout.

Eventually.Iorderedherpizzaandtookittoher

whenitarrived.

Me:doyouneedmoreblankets?



Noma:thesearefinethankyou.Whyareyouso

kind?

Me:Someofuscomefromnicehomes.Homes

thatteachkindness.Homesthatteachhowone

shouldhavehospitality.TLC.

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Enjoyyourpizza.Ididn'tpoisonit..

IwentbacktothehouseandfoundMusa

sittingonthecouch.Hegavemeafright.

Musa:MrsMabasahowareyou?

Me:I'mfine

Musa:Youdon'tlookfine..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Musa:Thisismyhouseaswell.



Me:youheretofetchasecondbag?

Musa:No

Me:okay.Wellgoodnight.

IwasinnomoodforanotherMusaAndRea

argument.

Musa:Rea..

Istopped.

Me:Musa,I'mhavingmoodswings,thenausea

isannoyingthelivinglightoutofme...please!

Musa:I'mnotheretofight.

Me:Then?

Musa:I'mheretocheckonyou.

Me:MusaIsaidI'mfine.



Musa:Whyyoushouting?

Me:CozI'mtellingyouIwanttogotosleepand

youherekeepingmefromresting.

Musa:Canyousitdown?

Idid.

Musa:look,I'msorry.

Me:For?

Musa:Forrushingyou.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Reacomeonplease.

Me:whatamIsupposetosay?

Musa:Iamsorrybabylook,Idontwantyouto

ruintherelationshipyouhavewithYourmum.

Youtendtobeirrationalattimes.

Me:OkayMusa.



Musa:Youreallydontwanttotalkdoyou?

Me:I'dreallyliketosleep.

Musa:Okay.

Me:goodnight.Lockthedoorsonyourwayout

Iwenttobedandslept.WhenIwokeupat

around2amtogetwater,therewaslight

comingfromthelounge.TheTVwasonand

Musawasfastasleeponthecouch.Iswitched

itoffandwokehimup.

Me:Cometobed.

Ilefthimtherestillgettingupfromthecouch.

Minuteslater,hecametobed.UsuallyI'dwrap

myselfaroundhimbutIfacedtheotherside.

Musa:Rea?



Me:Musa?

Musa:Iamreallysorry

Me:Okay.

Musa:Canwetalk?

Me:at2am?

Musa:Please.

Me:I'mlistening.

Musa:Iwasnttryingtorushyoubutyouwere

veryharshtoyourmotherdontyouthink?I

wenttoseeherandsheismiserable..

Me:GoodtoknowthatI'mnottheonlyone

who'smiserable.

Musa:Babycomeon.

Ikeptquiet

Musa:takeyourtimeokay?Butpleaseforgive



her.

Me:Pleaseforgiveyourmother.

Musa:HonestlyIgotoverthatwhenIfoundyou

Me:Then?

Musa:I'mfinewithhernotbeinginmylife.

Me:Ilovemymother.

Musa;Iknowyoudo.

Me:andIwasnevermadatthefactthatshe's

notmymother.Justmadatthefactthatshe

didn'ttellUsandwehadtohearitfrom

someoneelse.

Musa:Who'syourmother.

Me:sheonlygavebirthtome.

Hekeptquiet.

Musa:Andifshewantstohavearelationship



withyou.

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Ireallydontknow.

Musa:That'sokay.

Me:I'llgotalktomumlatertoday.

Musa:Pleasedo.

Me:Yougoingtowork?

Musa:Ihavetositinon3presentations.

Hewasannoyedwhenhesaidthat.Imanaged

togiggle.

Me:Ithinkthatspartofyourdescription

businessman.

Musa:Iwishitwasn't.



Me:You'llhavetobestrong.

Musa:Ihavenochoice.

Me:SoIhavetotellyousomething.

Musa:Okayyou'vechangedyourweddingdress?

Me:Nope.

Musa:I'mlistening.

Me:Promiseyou'llstayinbed.

Musa:Reatalktome.

Me;NomazolaIshere.

Thesidelampcameoninasplitsecond.

Musa:what?

Me:Calmdown.

Musa:Herewhere?

Me:Inthehut.



Musa:WhatIsshedoinghere?

Me:YourmothersentherheretohelpMewith

theweddingpreps.

Musa:Thenyouexpectmetohavethatkindof

personinmylife.Sheneedstoleave.

Me:She'llleave..

Musa:Whydidyouletherstay?

Me;CozitWaslateandIhadnostrengthto

fight.

Musa:Sheneedstoleave.

Me:shewill..canyoucalmdownnow?

Musa:fine.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:whatdoIhavetodotogetthesepeople

offourbacks?

Me:Itwillbefine.

Musa;Yousay?



Me:Lifealwaysworksitselfout

Musa:forhersakeitshould..I'mabout5to

committingacrime.

Me:Justsleep.

Musa:Youdon'twanttowrapyourselfaround

me?

Igiggled.

Me:I'mstillmadat...

Hepulledmeclosertohim.

Musa:Staymadbaby..

Iwrappedmyselfaroundhimandfinallyslept

again.Thenextmorning,hewenttoworkand



whenIwokeupat7am,Nomawassweeping

outside.

Me:youdon'tthinkyoumakingnoise?

Noma:I'mjustsweeping..Yousleeptillthislate?

Me:Weareallowedto..

Noma:I'llcomeandcleanthehouse.

Me;ohnoDarling,noonecleansmyhouse

exceptme.

IhadfiredthehelperthatMusahired.

Noma:But...

Me;Butyouneedtoleave.

Noma;I'mstillwaitingforthemtosendme

money..

Me:I'llbekindenoughtogiveyouthatmoney



cozmyhusbandandIdontwantyouhere.The

nexttaxileavesat14:00or15:00

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Sogetreadyinthemeantime.I'llbekind

enoughtonotstarveyou.I'llmakeyou

somethingtoeat.

Ileftherthere,wenttobathandmadefood.20

minuteslater,Tshegoknocked.

Me:heysissy.

Tshego:hey.Gotthedayoffsothoughtwhynot

spenditwiththelilsis.

Me:Sohappytoseeyou.

Tshego:Youhaveanewhelper?



Me:Nope.That'sthe"firstwife"

Tshego;Yho.

Me:Iknow.

Tshego:letmehelpyou.Sitdown.

Ilethertakeoverandwehadourbreakfastwith

Nomawholistenedtoourcrazytalkandwas

confusedhalfofthetime.Ataround11,Itold

TshegothatIneededtogotothemallquickly

togogetafewthingsandshesaidshe'dkeep

aneyeonNoma.Shewasn'ttobetrusted.I

spentabout30minutesthereandwhenIgot

backTshegowasalone.

Me:Where'smysisterwife?

Tshego;Gone.

Me:ToMpumalanga?



Shegiggled.

Tshego:Nope.Yourcousincamehereand

whisperedsweetnothingstothepoorgirlnow

she'sgone.

Me:wait...Tshepocamehere?

Tshego:Yes.TogiveyouthatUSB,saidyou

askedformoviesafewweeksago.

Me:Ohyes.

Tshego:soitsatradeofgoodsthing.

Ilaughed

Me:Tshego!He'salwayswantedher

Tshego:youknowhe'sagogetter.Thatpoor

girl'sgone!Tshepojustsavedthedaysis.
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Ilaughed.

Me:Tshepoissomethingelse.

Tshego:lethimbe..thatgirlneedssome.

Me:Iguessshedoes.

Tshego:Youjustrelax.Toobadyoucan'tdrink

wine.

Me:Iknowright.Sotellmeismumatwork?

Tshego:Nope.

Me:Canwegothere?

Tshego:Yeswecan..

IpackedwhateverIboughtinandwedrove

there.



Me:isGloriathere?

Tshego:LasttimeIchecked.

Me:oh.

Tshego:Youdontwanttoseeher?

Me:Nope.

Tshego;why?

Me:Idontwantarelationshipwithher.

Tshego:justlikethat?

Me:Yep.I'monlygoingtheretofixthingswith

mymother.

Tshego:Finallygotbacktoyoursenses.

Me:Idid.

Tshego:Iwonder..

Me:Musa.

Tshego:Justhim?

Me;yesjusthim.



Igiggled.

Tshego:Musaisloved.

Ismiled.

Me:Hemakessensesometimes.

Tshego:No.Healwaysmakessense.Yougota

wiseguy.

Me:Idid.Sohow'sRicharddoing?

Tshego:Hewantstomarryme.

Me:That'sgood.

Tshego:Youthink?

Me:Yes.Youdon'tthinkitis?

Tshego:I'moverRichard



Me:Eh!

Tshego:Imserious..

Me:Whataren'tyoutellingme?

Tshego:ThatImetanewguy

Me:Mygoodness!What?

Tshego:Yep.

Me:When?

Tshego:Afewweeksago

Me:Where?How?Why?What?DoIknowhim?

Shelaughed..

Tshego:onequestionatatime.Wemetatwork.

Me:Youworkwithhim?

Tshego:No.Hecametogetmeds..

Me:oh



Tshego:HegavemehiscardandwhenI

knockedoff,Ifoundhimwaitingformeoutside.

Me:Yougoboy!

Shelaughed.

Tshego:He'samannotaboy..

Me:What'shisname?

Tshego:Bokang.

Me:from?

Tshego:Protea

Me:KoSoweto?

Tshego:Yes.

Me:AllthewayfromtheEastRandtoSoweto.

Tshego:yesMa'am.

Me:Whatdoeshedo?



Tshego:He'safinancialadvisor.

Me:Sowhatwaswrongwithhim?

Tshego:Somanyquestions.

Me:I'masking.

Tshego:Chestpains.

Me:hehadhisheartbrokenitaffectedhis

chest?

Shegiggled.

Tshego:okayI'mdone.

Me:I'mJustasking

Tshego:hewasheartbrokenyesbutthatwasn't

thecauseofthechestpains..

Me:okaysogoon.

Tshego:Ispentthenightathisplace

Me:When?



Tshego:Yesterday.

Me:Doyoulovehim?

Tshego:He'samazing...

ShehadstarsInhereyes.

Me:DidyoutellRichard?

Tshego:no.

Me:Youshould.

Tshego:I'lljustkeepmydistance.

Me:Nothatwon'twork.Justtellhim.

Tshego:Youthinkso?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Idontwanttobreakhisheart.

Me:Ohtrustmeyouwill.Whenhefindsoutyou

cheating.



Tshego:I'mnotcheating..

Me:Wellhe'llbeheartbrokenwhenhefindsout

youunfaithful

Tshego:That'sthesamething..

Me:Youwantmetomakeitlookniceakere?

Tshego:sillygirl.

Me:justtellhim.

Tshego:Okay.

Me:OrIwill.

Tshego:Youwouldn'tdare.

Me:Iwould.

Tshego:Fine!

Me:dotheRightthing.

Tshego:yesReabilwe!

Me:Iknowbetter.



Shelaughed.

Tshego:Ofcourseyoudo.Youwereonce

chokedforcheatingbythatPrinceguyofyours.

Me:Don'tremindme.

Tshego:Whereishe?

Me:hehasachildnow.

Tshego:helovedyouthough.

Me:Ididn'tevenlovehim.

Tshego:You'veneverlovedanyofyour

boyfriends.

Me:yes.Ilovemyhusbandthough..Verymuch..

Justthenmyphonerang.

Me:SpeakoftheAngel.



ShelookedatMeandgiggled.

Me:MrLeornado.

Musa:MsKelly.Howareyouma'am?

Me:Iamfine.HowareyouSir?

Musa:Iamfine.How'sthelittlechamptreating

youtoday?

Me:he'sbehaving.

Musa:thatsgood.Youdrivingsomewhere?

Me:Yes.TshegoandIaregoingtomum's.

Musa:Okaythat'sgoodtohear.IsNomazola

outofourhouse?

Me:yessheis.

Musa:great.Youhadsomethingtoeat?

Me:yessir.

Musa:That'sgoodMsKelly.Iwasgoingto

comethereandfeedyoumyself.



Ismiled.

Me:Noneedto.

Musa:Okaythenmylove.I'llcallyouinanhour

orsookay?

Me:Okaybaby.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup.

Tshego:youtwoarecute.

Me:Weknow.

Tshego:HaiVoetsek.

Me:WhenamImeetingthenewbrotherinlaw?

Ihopehe'snotboring



Tshego:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Shewasgiggling.

Me:ItmeansRichardisboring.Howdidyou

keepupwithhisdullpersonality..Youguys

probablyprayedbeforeandafter....

Tshego:Shutup!

Me:sex!Isaidit

Welaughedaboutthisandthattillwegothome.

Mumwasveryhappytoseeme,Iranintoher

armstheminuteIsawher.

Mum:I'msosorrybaby..

Me:Metoomama.I'mdeeplysorry.Please

forgiveme.



Mum:youdon'thavetoapologize

Me:Ishouldn'thavesaid...

Mum:Iknowyoudidn'tmeanit.

Itfeltsogoodtobewithher.Gloriawaslooking

atus.

Me:Dumelang.

Gloria:HelloRea

Iturnedmyeyesbacktomymum.

Me:mama,thisdoesn'tchangeanything.You

theonlymotherI'veknownandIloveyouso

much

Mum:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Me:Andalso,I'mcomingdownwithacold.I



don'tknowwhattodrink.

SheandTshegolaughed.Gloriawassmiling.

Mum:Ginger,I'llmakesomeforyou.

Me:Thankyouma

Mum:Youtwohadsomethingtoeat?

TshegoandI:Nope.

Onlycozshehadcookedporridgeanditwas

thebest.Wewouldeatitforbreakfast,lunch

andsupper.

Mum:IknowyoulyingbutdishupRea.

Igotupanddishedup.



Mum:How'sMusadoing?

Me:he'sokay.

Mum:Andhow'syournewboyfrienddoing?

TshegoandIlookedateachother.Whatdidn't

sheknow!

Mum:Iknowaboutyournewboyfriend.Heard

youtalkingtohimonthephoneafewdaysago.

Tshego:He'sokayma.

Mum:Tshegofatsowherewereyoulastnight?

Tshego:Iwasherema.

Mum:Where?

Tshego:Hereathome.

Me:She'slying.

Mum:Iknowsheis.Youcohabiting?

Tshego:mumno!



Mum:Iwanttoseehim

Tshego:Pleasedon'tscarehimaway.

Me:AmIinvitedtothemidnightprayer?

Thethreeofuslaughed.Gloriaexcusedherself

fromusandwespenttherestofthedaywith

mum.WhenIwentback,IfoundTshepowith

Nomainhiscar.

Me:ohhello.

Tshepo:hey.Wecametogetherbags..

Me:Herbags?

Noma:Yes.

Me:Youwontataxinow.Areyoutakingher

home?

Tshepo:yes.

Me:Youneedtostartworkingtomorrow



Tshepo.Youforgotaboutyournewjob?

Tshepo:YoustartingtosoundLikeamother

now.

Me:WellDuh!

Noma:NoRea,

ShesmiledatTshepothenlookedbackatme.

Noma:IfNomasontocomesherelookingfor

me,tellheryoudon'tknowwhereIam.I'mnot

goingbacktoMpumalanga.I'vedecidedtostay

herewithTshepo.

Tshepo:Yournewlyfoundhappiness..Tellher

myNomaZo.

Shesmiledagain.Thatwasquickerthanthe

worditself.



Noma:I'mgladyoucameintoMusa'slife.He

lovesyou.AndI'mgladyoucameintomylife,

I'vefinallyfoundmyhappiness.Don'tletMusa's

mumclose...She'spoison.
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Me:Ohokay.

IwasstilltryingtoletItsinkin.

Noma:Thanksforyourhospitality.

Me:Noproblem.

Noma:Bye.

Tshepo:LaterCuz.Let'sgomyNomaZo.

HeopenedthedoorforhimandshewentIn.



Afterheclosedthedoorandcametome.

Tshepo:thankyou!

Me:Forwhat?

Tshepo;Forbringinghertome.

Me:Oh.

Tshepo:Imgoingtowifeher.

Me:youare?

Tshepo:yesbye.

Me:ByeCuz.

Tshepo:Listen,Ineedyoutakehershopping

okay?

Me:me?

Tshepo:Please

Me:Okayfine.

Tshepo:Thanks.I'llsendyouthemoney.



Me:cool.

Tshepo:Sharp.

Me:ByeIneedtosleep.

Ihuggedhimandtheyleft.IWenttosleepand

wokeupataround16:00.Musawaschanging

intosomethingcomfortable.

Me:Hey.

Musa:Heybaby

Me:howareyoumylove?

Musa:I'mokay.Yousleepalotthesedays.

Me:I'malwaystired.

Musa:bythetimeyou7monthspregnant...

Me:I'llbeasbigasanelephantandI'llsleepfor

2daysflat



Hegiggled.

Musa:YouSeemabitlightertoday.

Me:Iam.

Musa:Itakeityoumadepeacewithmum?

Ismiled.

Me:Idid.Ineedtogobrushmyteeth.

Musa:okaydothat.

Iwenttodothatthenfoundhiminthekitchen.

Me:doesmycookingstillsuck?

Musa:Nope

Me:Youalwayscooking



Musa:Cozyoualwayscleaning.

Me:what'sthatsupposetomean?

Musa:Dowhatyoulove.IdowhatIlove.Itold

youIfindthistherapeutic.

Me:everthoughtofopeningarestaurant?

Helookedatme,amusedIthink.

Musa:Actuallyno...

Me:Youhavewelltravelled,atedifferentfood,

youlookuprecipesandacethatso

maybe...justmaybe.

Musa:That'sagoodidea.

Me:oryoucanjustaddthosetoyourlounge's

menu.

Musa:Mmm...

Me:mmm...Whattastesnice?



Musa:Ifeelstupid.

Me:Youshould.

Musa:Wowthankswife.

Me:Pleasurehusband.Launchit.

Musa:Iwill.

Me:Andyourdrinks.

Musa:Youlovethosedon'tyou?

Me;Yes.Theyarenice.Oryoucanhave

franchiseofyourlounge

Musa:I'vebeenthinkingaboutthatactuallybut

Idon'tknowwho'llmanagethat

Hefixedeyesonme.

Me:I'mnotinterested.

Hegiggled.



Musa:YoureallywantnothingRight?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Youevenwantedaprenup..

Me:Exactly!ToshowyouthatI'mnotafteryour

money.Idontknowwhyyouforcedmeintothis

50/50thingofyours.

Hesighed.

Musa:sinceyouproposingalltheseideasdont

youthinkyoushouldatleasthelpmanagethem?

Me;Nope.

Musa:Rea!

Me:Musa!

Musa:comeon.

Me:Nope.



Musa:You'llhavetoeventually.

Me:nahIdon'tthinkso.

Musa:Fine.

Me:YounotgonaskwhereNomais?

Musa:She'snotmyconcern.

Me:That'sharsh.

Musa:Thetruthisharsh

Me:I'lljusttellyouanyway.

Hesighedagain.

Me;HaiMusa!

Musa;Fine,where'syour"sisterwife?"

Me:Imworriedabouther.

NoreallyIwas.Thatwastooquick.



Musa:She'sfineI'msure.

Me:She'swithTshepo

Helaughed.

Musa:Tshepo'salwayswantedachickwho's

ontheslowlane.

Me:Musa?

Musa:ImeanI'mhappyforher.Thatmeans

shecanfinallybackoffandisfreefrom

Nomasonto'sclaws.

Me:Youdon'tThinktheymovingtoofast?

Musa:Nope.

Me:Really?

Musa:IsTshepohappy?

Me:youknowhowheis.



Musa:Thengoodforthembaby.

Me:justlikethat?

Musa:yes.Shecanfinallyhavearelationship.

Notanimaginaryhusband

Me:Younotanimaginaryhusband.

Musa:HeyyouknowwhatImean.

Me:Ido.youlookveryfineinThosesweat

shorts.

Musa:Ilookgoodinanything.

Me:Oh?

Musa:Andyouknowittoo.

Icleared.

Musa:Sinceweclearingthroats...Igotyou

somethingforthatcoldofyours.Ispoketothe

gynaeandprescribedthese.



Hepassedmethemeds

Me:thankyou.

Musa:Husbanddutiesright?

Me:andyouhandlingthemwell

Musa:WetryMsKelly.

Me:JobwelldoneMrLeornado.

Musa:SoIwasthinking....

Hepaused.

Me:youwanttogoonvacation?

Hegiggled.



Musa:Yes.Howdidyouknow?

Me:I'vebeenstudyingyou.

Musa:Whatdoyousay?

Me:WellIneedit.

Musa:AndIneedittoo..

Me:When?

Musa:Thisweekend.

Me:Musathat'stomorrow.

Musa:Iknow.

Me:Buthow...yousneakyman!You'vealready

bookedeverything?

Musa;Ourflightleavesat10.

Me:to?

Musa;SaoTomeandPrincipeislands

Me:Areyouserious?

Musa:Yesma'am



Icouldn'thelpbutscream.

Musa:Pleasecalmdown.

Me;butdon'tweneedvi...

Musa:That'ssorted..I'vebeenplanningthisfor

sometime.Wejustneedtogoforour

vaccinationsforyellowfeverandMalariainthe

morningthenwegoodtogo.

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellmethisbecause?

Musa:BecauseIwantedyoutoscreamlikeyou

didnow.

Me:wow!

Musa:Makesyouhappy?

Me:That'sanunderstatement

Musa:borntopleaseyou.



Ismiled.

Me:Wellthankyou

Musa:youknowwhereyouwanttogoforour

honeymoon?

Me:SãoTomé&Príncipeislands.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Wealreadygoingthere

Me:Idon'tknowbaby.

Musa:Africa?

Me:yes.Itoldyou...itsbeautiful.

Musa:Okaythenpleasedecide.

Me:Iwill.Soon.

Musa:Dothat.Hereyougo.



Hegavemethelittlebookletthathad

everythingtherewastoknowabouttheplace.

Me:Thisisbeautiful.

Musa:Iknowright?Iactuallydidn'tknowabout

thecountrytillIsawitonyournotebook.

Me:Yousosneakythough.Whatwereyou

lookingforinmynotebook?

Musa:Youleftitopen.

Me:Oh!

Musa:Exactly.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:I'llgetit.



Iclearedmythroat.

Gloria:CanIcomein?

Me:Yessure.

Shewasinaveryprettydress.Wedgesanda

nicebag.

Gloria:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.Comethrough.

Shecamein.

Gloria:Beautifulhouse.

Me:Thankyou.Baby...



Musacameintothelounge.

Me:MeetMsGloria.Thisismyhusband,Musa.

Sheshookhishand.

Musa:Nicetomeetyouma'am

Gloria:Nicetomeetyoutoo.

Musa:canIofferyousomethingtodrink?

Gloria:Yesplease.

Musa:Whatwouldyoulike?

Gloria:Someredwinewouldbenice.

Ohokay.

Musa:okayMa'am.



HewantedtolaughcozheknewIwouldwaittill

wegottobedandstartcomplainingaboutit.

HegotHerdrinkandIheldontohimsohe

couldn'tleavemealonewithher.

Gloria:Rea,IknowIdidn'traiseyoubutIwould

reallyliketomendfences.I'vealreadyspoken

toTshegoandshedoesn'tmind,Iwouldreally

likeyoutocomeandvisitus...myhusbandand

yourtwobrothersandsister.Gettoknoweach

other,thisweekend.

Me:Unfortunately,myhusbandandIhave

alreadymadeplansofourown.

Gloria:Ohgreatthen.I'llcalltheothersandwe

canjoinyouguys.

Shealreadyhadherphoneoutandwasdialling

someone...



Me:Noyou...

Gloria:TshidiDarling,tellyourbrotherstoget

ready.Wehavingafamilyholidaywithyourtwo

sisters.
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MusaandIlookedateachother.

Musa:youhandlethis

Hesaidsoftlythengotupandwentbacktothe

kitchen.

Gloria:YesTshidi...Okay.Bye



Shehungup.

Gloria:SoyouandMusacantelluswhichhotel

orlodgeyoubookedintothenIcanpayforour

rooms.Whereyouguysgoing?Capetown?

Durban?

Me:Neither.

Gloria:ohyoustayingin?

Me:No.

Gloria:Reawhatisit?

Me:Wearetravellingoutofthecountry.We

goingtoSaoTomeandPrincipe.

Gloria:Where'sthat?

Me:CentralAfrica.

Gloria:Oh..

Me:Yes.Andwereallyneedtospendtime

togethersowenotavailablethisweekend..



Gloria:Iwasreallyhopingyoucouldcome

Me:I'msorry.LandIhaveplansAlready.

Gloria;Howaboutnextweekend?

Me:Okay.

Gloria:Isthatfine?

Me:yes.We'lldrivedownto...

Gloria:Rustenburg.

Me;Yes.We'lldojustthat

Gloria:okaythen.

Me:Yesma'am.

Gloria:Okayletmeleavethen.I'msureyoutwo

needtopack.

Me;Wedo.

Gloria:Musa!

Hecame



Musa:Yesma'am..

Hishandwasalreadyonmywaist.

Gloria:havefuninTopeandPrincipal

Me:SaoTomeandPrincipe.

HepokedmeandIbitmylowerliptostop

myself.

Gloria:ohpardonme.I'llseeyounextweek

Musa:what'shappeningnextweek?

Gloria:youtwoarecomingdowntoRustenburg.

Musa;oh.Okaywell,safetravelsma.

Gloria:Youtwo.I'llseeyousoon.



Wewatchedashewalkedawayandweboth

sighedatthesametime.

Musa:ohkay!GopackforTopeandPrincipal

willyou?

Ilaughed

Musa:Yourmother...Wow..

Me:Icanonlyimaginehowherkidsare.

Musa:maybetheyaren'tlikethis?

Me:Youthink?

Musa;Sometimestheapplefallsfarfromit's

tree.

Me:youdohaveapoint.

Musa:sowegoingtoRustenburg?.



Me:yes.

Musa:norestforus.

Me:wewillrestbaby.

Musa:youthink?

Inodded.

Me:We'llhavegetrestforthewedding

Musa:SeeI'mnotworriedaboutme.I'm

worriedaboutyou.Thatkidistiringyoulike

crazy..

Me:Iknow.I'llcope.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:I'msurebaby.

Musa:wedealingwithhighrollersnow?

Me;YoumeanGloria?

Musa::yes.



Me:Wine?

Helaughed.

Musa:Thathadme.

Me:Ithadmetoo.

Musa:Atleastyouknowwhoyoudealingwith.

Me:She'snotthetypeI'dliketodealwith.She's

toooverthetopandforward.

Musa:That'sherpersonality..

Me;No.

Musa:Ohyou'veanalyzedher?

Me:shehasmoneyandIthinkshelooksdown

onpeople.

Musa:Rea...

Me:tellingyoumybaby.

Musa:youdontyoubeingjudgementalmaybe?



Me:Believeme

Heslowlyshookhishead.

Me:She'sprobablyanurseorwasateacher

andusesherprofessiontolookdownonothers

orfeelslikeshe'sbetter.

Musa:Youknowshe'syourmotherright?

Me:Nope.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Shegavebirthtoyou

Me:Yes.That'sall.

Musa:youknowyou'lleventuallyhavetogivein

andaccepther.

Me:DoI?



Musa:Yes.

Me:Tshegowillcozshe'stheacceptingone.

Notme

Musa:youaresomethingelseItellyou.

Me:I'mokaywiththepeopleinmylifebaby.

Theseextrasaregoingtobetroublesome

Musa:'extras?'

Me:Okaythenewadditionswellexcludingmy

child.He'sablessing.

Hesmiled.

Musa:We'veneverreallyspokenaboutyour

crazymoment.

Me:whatcrazymoment?

Musa:whenyouwentlookingfordoctorsto

helpyou....



Ilaughed.

Me:Idontknowwhatwashappening.

Musa:Loosescrew?

Me:yes.Yousaiditwasapsychological

something.

Helaughed..

Musa:Wellwasit?

Me:No.Iwasmadatyou

Musa:Andyoutookoutonmyseed?

Me:yes.

Musa:poorchild.

Me:canyoupromisemesomething?



Musa:yes?

Me:Canwebelikethisforever?

Musa:happy?

Me:yes.

Musa:wecandothat.Aslongaswedon'tlet

nobodycomebetweenus.

Me:thatcanbedone.

Musa:Thennothing'sstoppingusfrombeing

happy.

Me:andweleaveyoursonbehindwhenwe

travel.

Helaughed.

Musa:youareahorribleparent.

Me:noI'mnot.

Musa:youeverheardoffamilyholidays?



Me:No.I'veheardofReaandMusaholidays.

Musa:There'sathirdonecoming

Me:andhe'sexcluded.Mumwillbehappyto

babysit.She'llteachhimhowtopreach,the

commandments...

Helaughed.

Musa:Canyoupleasegopack?

Me:Yougettingridofme?

Musa:no.Iknowyou.Iwantyoutopack

everythingyou'llneed.

Me:Okayfine.youwantmetopackyourbag

too?

Musa:Yesplease.

ForanhourIdidthat.IpackedeverythingIhad



toandasIwasdoingthat,Igotacallfrom

Tshepo.

Me:Tshepo

Tshepo:I'vesentyouthemoney.

Me:Ohokay.

Tshepo:whattimetomorrow?

Me:Nottomorrow.

Tshepo:Whynot?

Me:MusaandIaregoingsomewheretomorrow

soI'llprobablybefreeonTuesdayor

Wednesday.

Tshepo:okayokay

Me:Isthatcool?

Tshepo:yesitis.

Me:I'lltalktoyouwhenIgetback?

Tshepo:Havefuninwhatevercountryyougoing



to.

Ilaughed.

Me:ThanksT.

Tshepo:Sharp.LoveyouNe?

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

MusaandIhadanamazingweekend..Itwas

perfectImeveryway,beautifulisland.Well

obviously,itwasgreat.funactivitiesaswell.We

landedbackonMondayataround19:00and

justslept.Thenextday,hedidn'tgotoworkbut

Ihadtogotoclass.Ihadtwothingshappening

inthenextmonth.MyGraduationandmy

wedding.Itwasexciting.

Musacalledtotellmethathehadtogocheck

onsomethingatthelounge.Iwasveryhappy



whenmyclasswasover.Iwentstraighthome

andjustrestedmybodywhilecatchingupona

fewmissedepisodesofWAGSinbetweenIgot

acallfrommysister.

Me:AndhowwasyourweekendkoRustenburg?

Tshego:Yho!

Me:keng?

Tshego:itwasnotmykindofscene.Your

motherisadivahey.Soshe'sloaded,theyare

welloff,yoursisterisafinancialadvisorlike

Bokang,theonesonisaITtechnicianandthe

otherstudiedengineeringnotsurewhich.

Igiggled

Tshego:Thedadisaretiredpilot..

Me:Hebanna!



Tshego:Andyourmotherisaretirednurse.

Pensionfundout

Musawasgoingtohavetotakehiswordsback.

Tshego:Icouldntwaittocomeback...

Iheardaknock.

Me:Listen,letmecallyouback.There'saknock.

Tshego:Hurry.

Ihungupandwenttogetthedoor

Me:ohHelloma...



Igotthehottestslap!

M'smum:"helloma"forwhat?

Me:Exc...

M'smum:Where'sNomazola?I'vebeencoming

heresinceFriday.Herphoneisoff.Whereis

she?

Ikeptquiet.

M'smum:I'vealwaysknownyou'rewicked.You

killedandburiedherright?
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Me:Pleaseleavemyhouse.



M'smum:whereisNoma?

Me:Pleaseleavemyhouse.

M'smum:Thisismyson'shouse.

Me:pleaseleavemyhouse.

M'smum:Heywena...

Me:Okayyouknowwhat!Stay

ItwassomethingIdidntwanttodobuthad

to...Ipushedheroutandlockedthedoor.I

quicklytookmyphoneanddialledMusa.

Musa:heybaby.

Me:yourmotherishere.

Hehung.Ididn'tevencallhimback.Inunder25

minuteshewasparkedoutside.Iopenedthe

doorwhenIsawhiscar.



Musa:Whatareyoudoinghere?

M'smum:Musa,yourwifehasnomanners.

Musa:Yeah.Itoldhernottoshowyouany

respectcozyoudontdeserveit.Whatareyou

doinghere?

M'smum:Musawenkosi.

Musa:Nomasonto,whatdoyouwant?

M'smum;Where'sNomazola?

Musa:Whereisshe?

M'smum:I'masking.

Musa:WellsoamI.

M'smum;Isentherhere.

Musa:Towho?

M'smum;Toyouandyourrudewife.

Musa:okay.Wellyoudidn'ttellus.

M'smum:Mus...



Musa;Leavemypropertynow.

M'smum:Musa...

Musa:Nomasonto!

Itwashisdeepcommandingvoice.Shegotup

andtookherbag.

Musa:Anddon'tyouevercomeherewiththat

attitudeofyours.

M'smum:youkickingyourownmotherout?

Musa:Whereisshe?Pleaseshowhertome.

Shelookedatme.

Musa:Dontlookather.Leave!

Sheleft.



Musa:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

HewassoangrysoIdidnteventellhimabout

theslap.

Musa:Wanttocomewithmetothelounge?

Me:Younotdone?

Musa:No.

Me:I'llstayhereandcook.

Musa:We'llgooutfordinner.

Me:Okay.

Musa:wanttogochange?

Me:Ithinkweshouldtakeaquicklyshower

thenwecango.



Wewenttotakeashowertogetherthenleft.He

wasstillangrycozhewasquietallthewayto

thepub.

Musa:YouwanttostayHereorwanttogoto

theoffice?

Me:Office.

Musa:Drink?

Me:Nope.

Musa:yousure?

Me:Yep.

Musa:What'swrong?

Me:nothing.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:IthinkIneedwater.

Musa:Okay.Here.



Hepassedmehiskeys.

Musa:I'llasksomeonetogetyouyourwater.

Me:Okay.

Itwasbusy.IwenttohisofficeanddecidedI'd

addontohistelephonebillsoIdialledTshego

aftersomeonebroughtmywater.

Tshego:Thattookforever...

Me:IwasdealingwithMusa'smother.

Tshego:Whatdoesshewantnow?

Me:Nomazola.

Tshego:Didn'tshegobacktoMpumalanga?

Me:Nope.

Tshego:She'swithTshepo?

Me:yes



Tshego:OhmyGod!

Me:She'sinlove..Imsupposetogoshopping

withherTomorrow.

Tshego:she'salreadygettingAnupgrade?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Tshepodoesn'twastetimedoeshe?

Me:nope..youwerestilltellingmeaboutyour

mother.

Tshego:Ohyes...

IdidntwanttotalkaboutMusa'smum.

Tshego:OkaysoIgetthere...Okaybeautiful

house.Nicecars.

Me:thekidslivethere?

Tshego:Yestheydo.

Me:Okay.



Tshego:yourmothertakesmetomybedroom,

okayImeetthehusbandandthekids.The

helperisnottreatedlikeaperson.Theylook

downonher.

Me:Ididsay.

Tshego;shetellsmeyoutoldheryounot

available.Wherewereyou?Saidyouwerein

TomeandPrincipal.

Ilaughed.

Me:SaoTomeandPrincipeislands.

Tshego:YouwereincentralAfrica?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Me:IwasonlytoldaboutitonThursday.

Tshego:nowonderyourphonewasoffthe

entireweekend.



Me:yessis.goon

Tshego:Baextranjebathobale.

Me:Wesaidwe'dgothereovertheweekend.

Tshego:Thisweekend?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Ohnoyoucan't.

Me:Why?

Tshego:Becauseyoucan't

Me:TshegoIpromisedher.

Tshego:You'lljusthavetocancel

Me:Youhavesomethingplanned?

Tshego:Yes.

Me:What?

Tshego:WegoingdowntoMafikeng.

Me:For?

Tshego:Bokang'ssisterisgettingmarried.



Me:WhosaidIwanttoGotoawedding?

Tshego:Me.

Me:No.

Tshego:Youdontwanttospendtimewithme?

Me:soImustbethethirdwheelnna?

Tshego:No.You'llTellMusatocomewith.

Me:Okay.I'llthinkaboutit.

Tshego:justCome.You'llseeGloriasomeother

time.

Me:Okayactuallyyes.Sinceyousaidshe's

extraI'drathernot..

Tshego:Soyou'lltalktoMusa?

Me:Iwillyes.

Tshego:Great.

Me:I'lltalktoyoulaterOkay?

Tshego:Okaysis.



IhungupandwentthroughthepicturesMusa

andItookovertheweekend.

"SoIfoundavenuefor.."

Me:Hey.

"hiRea.IsMusahere?"

Me:Nope.Youare?

"Neli...Nelisiwe"

Me:Ohhe'snothere.

Neli:Iworkherebytheway

Igiggled.ShehadheruniformonsoIdidnt

understandwhyshehadto.

Me:Icantell.

Neli:ohI'msorry.



Me:Itsokay.He'sprobablyinthekitchen.

Neli:okaythankyou.

Me:noproblem.

Neli:Youbeautifulbytheway

Me:Soareyou.

Neli:Thankyou.

ShelefttheofficeandIcontinuedgoing

throughourpictures.Anhourlaterhewasdone

andwewentfordinner.

Me:SoTshegowantsustogotosome

wedding.

Musa:whosewedding?

Me:Hersisterinlawisgettingmarried.

Musa:Richardhasasister?

Me:Nope.Shemetanewguy.



Musa:what?Tshego?

Me:yes.

Musa:That'sunbelievable

Me:Iknowright?Ifshe'sinarelationshipshe's

initforthelongrun.

Musa:Sowhere'sthiswedding?

Me:Mafikeng.

Musa:AndthenRustenburg?

Me:Ohbytheway....

ItoldherwhatTshegotoldme.

Me:I'magreatjudgeofcharacter.

Musa:Youtry.

Me:Iam.AndNeli?Whatwasgoingon

betweenyoutwo?

Musa:Didshe...



Me:No.Itsthewayshelookedatme.

Musa:Okaysoshewasmyonenightstand.

Me:ohshewasMe

Musa:No.

Me:Yousleepwithallyourcustomers?

Helaughed.

Musa:No.Imsleepingwithone.You..

Me:Thenhowdidyoutwomeet?

Musa:atsomepartyIwenttowithBonginkosi.

Me:andhowdidsheendupworkingforyou.

Musa:Sheneededajobcozshehastwokids.

Me:Areanyofthemyours?

Musa:no.ShealreadyhadthembeforeIgot

intoherpantsandIusedprotectionI'mnot

stupid.



Me:Sowhat'sherstory?She'sintoyou?

Musa:Nope.She'smarried.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Yesma'am.Anymorequestions?

Me:Nope..wecaneatnow?

Musa:yeswecan.

Wehadourdinnerandthenextday,Itook

Nomashopping.Shehadaskedmetocallher

motherinlawtothehouseafterTshepo

knockedoff.IranitpastMusaandhewasokay

withit.

M'smum:Soyoufinallyboughtherbackfrom

thepeopleyousoldherto?

Musa:Stopdisrespectingmywife.Youlucky

youinthishouse.



Shekeptquiet..3minuteslatertherewasa

knock.Iwenttogetit.Shegotupfromthe

couchWhenshesawNoma.

M'smum:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Noma;Whatdoyouwantfromme?

M'smum:NomazolayouareMusa'swife.

Noma;Notanymore.Musahasawife...Rea

andtheyareveryhappy.WhoamItostandIn

theirway?I'mwithHimnow.

M'smum:Nomazola...

Noma:YoucangotellthemathomeIdontcare.

M'smum:Youwiththisgoodfornothingboy?

Shedidn'tevenknowhim

Me:Don'ttalktomy...



Ahotslapagainonmyface.BeforeIcouldget

myheadup,thevaseonthecoffeetablewasin

piecesandMusahadhismumbythecollarof

herdressagainstthewall.Herbackhitvery

hard,beforeTshepocouldgettohim,hehad

alreadydroppedheronthefloor.

Musa:Im5tokillingyou.5to.Dothattomy

wifeagainandyou'llleaveinabodybag.
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Iputonmyshoeandstarredatmyself..This

wasit,graduated,pregnantandsoontowalk

downtheaisle.

Tshego:Youlookbeautiful



Ella:Verybeautiful.

Noma:veryverybeautiful.

Igiggled.

Me:Thankyou.

Wehadgrowncloseoverthepast4weeks.

WellafterMusa'smumslappedme.Shewasa

veryniceperson.Mumapprovedandshewasa

goodjudgeofcharactertoo.IhadmetTshego's

newboyfriend....yesWeattendedthewedding

AndIhadmetthebrothersandsister....Gloria's

kids.WespokeonWhatsAppalmosteveryday.

Theyweren'tasbadastheirmotherthough.

Noma:IhavesomethingtotellyouTshego.

Tshego:Okayjustme?



Me:Ialreadyknow.

Tshego:Ohyesofcourse.

Sherolledhereyes.NomaandIlaughed.

Tshego:okaygoon

Noma:SoI'mpregnant.

Tshego:What?

Shestartedscreaming.

Me:Calmdown..Mumwillcomeinhere

thinkingthere'ssomethingwrong.

Tshego:andwecan'teventoast!

Me:Wellthere'sgemere.



Theylaughed.

Tshego:I'msohappyforyou.

Ella:CongratsNoma.

Noma:thankyou

Tshego:whatabeautifulday.isTshepoexcited?

Me:Very..

Tshego:whatdontyouknow?

Me:nothing.

Myphonerang.

Tshego:Doesn'theknowthatitsbadluck...

Me:Hecan'tseeme.Wecommunicatingover

thephone.



Iansweredmyphone.

Me:MrLeornado

Musa:MsKelly.

Me:Howdoyoudosir?

Thethreeladieslefttheroom.

Musa:Whenwillyougethere?

Me:Inafew.

Musa:Ican'twait.

Me:NeithercanI.

Musa:Andhow'smysondoing?

Weweretoldthegenderanditwasexactly

whatwewerehopingfor.



Me:Heisokay..He'sactivetoday.

Musa:Wellthat'sgood.Justgethere

Me:askmenicely.

Musa:babypleasegethere..

Me:soundsbetter.

Musa:Where'sthatsisterofmine?

Me:she'sbusyontheotherside.

Iwasready.Nompihaddoneanamazingjob.

Shewasintheotherbedroom,stylingtheoldies.

Musa:okaythen..Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.

WehungupandIcalledthegirlsin.



Tshego:Done?

Me:yesandI'mreadytogo.Aretheoldiesdone?

Tshego:Yep.

Mumcamein.

Mum;youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyoumama.

Mum:begoodtoyourhusband.

Me:Iwillbe.Mayouknowwealreadymarried

right?

Mum:Thissealsit.

Me:Okaymama.

Mum:Begood.Submit,befaithful,beloving

andtakecareofhimokay?

Me:Yesma'am.



Mum:andstopsmokingweedReabilwe.

Thegirlslaughed.

Me:mamaIdon't...

Mum:Don'tlietome.

Me:I'llstopma.

Mum:ButIknowyouwont..

Igiggled

Mum:Iwishyouallthebestmybaby.

Me:thankyoumama.Thankyouforeverything

you'vedoneforme.Iloveyousomuch.

Mum:IloveyoumoreRea..

Me:Andyouknowyou'llalwaysbemyoneand

onlymotherright?



Mum:YesIdo.

Me:Andyoulookbeautiful.

Shesmiled.

Mum:IknowMsKelly

WelaughedandIhuggedher.Mumthough!30

minuteslater,Iwaswalkingdowntheaisle.

Bonga:Allthebest.

Me:ThanksB.Yourdateishot.

Bonga:YouknowkehitandrunRight?

Me:Littledevil.

Bonga:NoI'mnot..ready?

Me:Yes.Handmeovernow.



HegiggledandfinallyhandedmeovertoMusa.

Bonga:Takecareofher..

Musa:Iwill.

Thepastoraskedeveryonetositdown.

Musa:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Youlookhandsome.

Musa:Idotakeyoutobemywife.Wecango

now.

ThepastorandIgiggled.Hebeganthe

matrimonialserviceandwefinallygotto

exchangevows.

Me:Iloveyousomuch,Iloveyouwithevery



fibreinme.InyouI'vefoundabestfriend,my

betterhalf,alifetimepartnerandhonestlyyou

areallIneed..youallIwantandyouareso

amazing.NowIcansafelysayIunderstand

whatwasmeantwhenacertainartistsaid"You

don'thavetotrysohardformetoloveyou,you

hadmeathello".

Hesmiled..

Me:IloveyousomuchMusawenkosiandI'll

neverletyougo.

Thepastoraskedhimtosayhis.

Musa:Ineverbelievedinlove,notgoingtolieto

Youbutyou,you'vetaughtmehowtolove..you

aremybestfriendandwhenIcountmy

blessings,babyIcountyouamilliontimes.I'm



gladYoucamemywayandnothingornoone

willevercomebetweenus.Notevendeath.I

prayforyoueverydayofmylifeandyouthe

onlypersonIwanttogrowoldwith.Iloveyou

somuchMsKelly.

Ihadtearsinmyeyes.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Musa:CanIkissmywifenow?

Igiggled.EveryoneIntheroomdidtoo.

Pastor;Yesyou...

Hehadalreadypulledmeclose.Ululations

aroundusandfinallywewenttotakepictures

andhadtositthroughthespeeches.



Me:Notantsytoday?

Musa:nope.

Me:I'mglad.

Musa:youfeelingokay?

Me:neverbeenbetter.

Wewerecalledforthe"firstdance"andthe

restofthedaywentwell.Wehadtotravelto

Mpumalangaforthetraditionalwedding.We

sleptatAuntNomvula'shouse.Yesshehada

housethere.Thoughwesleptverylatecozof

thesinging.

Me:youokaybeinghere?

Noma:OhI'mveryokay.

Me:Notscaredthatyour...



Noma:Tohellwiththem.

Tshego:Yesbabe!Yes.

Weweregettingready.

Noma:Andareyoureadyforday2?

Me:Yes..Ineedtosleepfor3daysnow.

Tshego:You'llpullthatoff..

Ella:dontyougettiredofsleeping?

Me:nope.Let'sdothisweddingthing.

Andsowedid.Thetraditionalweddingwas

nicer.TshegowassoinlovewithBokang.

TshepowaswithhisNoma.Hewasveryhappy.

Bongahadfoundanotherhitandrunin

Mpumalanga,MysisterandBrotherslooked

happytoo.TheywerewithmumandNkelethe

wholetime.GloriawaswithAuntNomvula.Her



husbandwithAuntNomvula'shusbandand

Tshepo'sdad,myuncle.Wheneverythingwas

over,wechilledoutside..TshepoandBonginkosi

weredrunkandtalkingcrazy.

Musa:Youokay?

Me:ImDehydrated.

Musa:Okay.

HecalledNompi'ssontogetmeabottleof

water.IwassodehydratedthatIhadhimfetch

measecondone.Irememberlaughingatwhat

Tshepowassayingand...

Noma:Hey

Me:Hey...whatamIdoinghere?Where'sMusa?

Noma:theytoldthemtogohomeandrest.

Theyhadtoforcehimtogo.



Me:andyou?

Noma:MysisterisondutyonthisfloorsoI

askedherifIcouldwatchoveryou.theydont

knowImhere,theythinkI'mathome.Iasked

yournewbrothertodropmeoffherecozthey

gonebacktoNorthWest..

Hereyeswerebloodshot.

Me:Butwhy?Wereyoucrying?Whathappened?

Ismymotherfine?

Noma:She'sfine.Rea....

Me:whatIsit?

Noma:Youlostyourchild.

Me:What?

Ilookedatmybelly.IdontknowwhatIwas

thinking.



Me:Nononono!Mydoctorsaid...

Noma:TheyfoundNaproxeninyoursystem.

Me:what?

Icouldfeelmycheekswet.

Noma:Ineedyoutocalm downReaplease....

Shewastearingup.

Me:Nomawhere'smybabyplease...

Noma:Listen,Mxolisisaidhesawhisgranny

puttingsomethinginyourwaterbeforegivingit

toNtokozotogiveittoyou,shemusthave

askedwhoitwasfororseenyousendhimto

getitforyou..Hetoldmeasyouwererushed



herethatswhyI'mwatchingoveryou..

Me:Musa'smum...

Noma:Yes...yesshedidandI'msosorry.
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Noma:I'llgotellMusa...

Me;no!

Noma:No?

Me:no.AndMxoshouldn'teither.

Noma:Musashouldknow.

Me:He'llkillherthenendupinjail.

Noma:Reawhatabouttheinnocentlifeshejust

took?

Me:pleasedon'ttellMusa,wejustgotmarried

andyoualreadywanthimtogotojailfor

murder?



Shekeptquiet.

Noma:Iunderstandthatbut...

Me:Please.

Noma:OkayIhearyoubutthisiswrong.

Me:Karmaalwayscomesaround.

Noma:I'msosorry.

Me:yeahmetoo.

Ipulledtheblanketup.Shehadbroughtmea

warmone.

Me:Youcango.

Noma:I'msleepingonthiscouch.

Me:Noma...



Noma:justgiveupRea.

Me:okay.

IputmyheaddownandallIwantedtodowas

screamandcry.ButinsteadItriedtokeepitin

andendedupcryingsoftlysoNomacouldn't

hearmeorelseI'dbegivenadrugandIdidn't

wanttosleep.Icriedtheentirenightandwhen

hersistercametocheckonme,shesatonmy

bedandlookedatme.

"Youneedtosleeptogetyourstrengthback,

pleasestopcrying"

TherewassoMuchofsadnessinherface.

"Iknowithurts.I'vebeenthroughittoobut

pleaseRea"



Ikeptquiet.

"I'llbeforcedtodrugifIcomebackhereand

youstillcrying"

Nomagotmeaglassofwater...

Me:No.Idon'twantthat..

Noma:Reaplease...

Me:Nomano.Pleasedon'tgivemethat..

Noma:Reaplease..

Me:noplease.

Shegaveupandwentbacktothelittlecouch

onthecorner.IturnedtofacethewindowAnd

continuedcrying.InthemorningItoldhershe



shouldleaveandgorest.Itwasafightbutshe

eventuallygaveinandlistened.Iwashelpedby

anurseandwenttotakeashower,Nomahad

broughtinabagwiththenightbefore.Iwent

backtomycryingafterchangingintocleanPJs.

IwasdesperatetoscreamandletitoutbutI

wasreallytryingtobestrongatthesametime.

Musa:Heydon'tcry...

Ifelthishandonmywaist.Hesatonthebed

andlookedatme.

Musa:babypleasedon'tcry.

Ireallyreallywantedtoscreamnow.

Musa:BabyIneedyouto...



Iletitout.Icriedsomuchhedidn'tevenknow

whattodowithme.Thenursescameintrying

tocomfortmeandoneofthemactuallysaid

theyshouldletmebe.IcriedsomuchthatI

waseventuallygivenpillstocalmmedown.I

thinkImusthavefallenasleepcozwhenI

openedmyeyes,Tshego,mum,Bongaand

Tshepowereinmyroom.Mumlooked

devastated..

Tshego:Hey.

Ikeptquiet.

Tshepo:youdon'twanttotalk?

Inodded.



Tshepo:okay.

Ifeltmycheekswetagainandputmyhead

down.Tshegowasrightbesideme.Icouldhear

hersobbingsoftly.

Mum:Letuspray.

Shestartedpraying.

Mum:InyournameIprayAmen.

Bonga:I'msorrythishappenedtoyouR,I'll

comeandseeyouassoonasyougettoJoburg

Okay?

Icouldn'tsayathing.



Bonga:Okay....byeR.

Hewassad.Hereallywas.Iwatchedashe

walkedawayandminuteslater,Musacamein.

Mum:Ithinkweshouldgivethemsomespace.

Tshego:I'llcomeandseeyoulaterokay?

Thecrackinhervoicethough!

Tshego:Iloveyou.

Tshepowasjuststaring.Hewantedtosay

somethingbutdidntknowwhat.

Mum:Weloveyouokay?



Theyallleft.Musacametositnexttome.

Musa:hey..

Icouldn't.Hewipedthetearsoffmyface.

Musa:Itisnot...

Me:he'snotMovingtoday.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:He'snotgone.Musamaybetheymadea

mistake.Justtellthemtodoanultra...

Musa:baby...

Me:PleaseMusa.Justtellthemtodoit.



Heshookhishead.Therewasalotofhurton

hisface.

Musa:BabyIcan't.

Me:pleasemychildisnotmovingtoday.

Atleasttheyshouldcheckfortheheartbeat.He

mustbetiredfromallthe...

Hegotup.

Me:Musa!

Hestartedwalkingaway.

Me:Musa!



IsawthedoorcloseandIwascryingagain.I

hadtobecalmeddown..anoldnurse,maybein

her50'sstayedwithme.ShelookedlikeShe

wasmum'sage.

Nurse:Kelly...

Ikeptquiet.

Nurse:Kellymychild,he'sgone.Youneedtolet

itgo.

Me:No.

Nurse:Please.Yourhusbandleftherelooking

miserable,hewasinnostatetodrive.wewere

luckyenoughthatyourmotherlefthernumbers

withsoyourcousinorbrotherwhowaswith

themherecametofetchhim.Thisisnot

healthy.Please.



Me:Ijustwantyoutodoanultrasoundandtell

me...

Nurse:Youindenialyes.That'sokay.One

minuteyoubelievehe'shereandthenextclicks

thathe'sgone.

Me:Canyou...

Nurse:I'msorryIcan't.

Me:Please.

Nurse:I'mgoingtoaskourpsychologistto

comehereandtalktoyouokay?

Me:Idon'twantanypsychologist.Ijustwant

youto...

Shewipedthetearsoffmyface.Iwasnteven

awareIwascrying.

Nurse:Justrestokay?I'llkeeponcheckingup

onyou.



Ikeptquiet.

Nurse:Itwillbeokay.

Shewassosoftspoken.

Nurse:You'llbeokay..justrest.

Shefixedmypillowforme.

Nurse:Goon.

Iputmyheaddown.

Nurse:That'sit.



Shepulledthecottonovermybodyandleftthe

room.IfellasleepandwaswokenupbyNompi.

ThistimeIwassortofawarethatmybaby's

gone.

Nompi:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Nompi:Howare...okayletmenotaskthat.

Ilookedather.

Nompi:Mxotoldme..

Me:DidhetellMusa?

Nompi:no.Itoldhimnotto.Iwantedtotalkto

youfirst.Shouldhe?

Me:No.



Nompi:whynotRea?

Me:TellMxothatyouToldhisuncle.

Nompi:butheneedstoknow.

Me:youwanthimtogotojailformurder?

Nompi:No.

Me:noevildeedgoesunpunishedNompi.Icant

losehimtoo

Nompi:Okay.Dad'soutsidewithme,hesaidhe

can'tcomein.Youknowoldpeopleare.Iasked

himtobringmeheresinceeveryoneelseis

homeandIhadtocomehere.

Me:Thankyou.

Nompi:Itwillbefine..somedaysarebetterthan

others.I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Me:Okay.

Nompi:Rea,Iloveyouokay?

Me:IloveyoutooNompi.



ShelefttheroomandIfacedthewindowagain.

Minuteslater....

M'smum:Wellwell...

Me:whatareyoudoing...

IreachedforthenursecallbuttonbutIwastoo

late.

M'smum:Youthinkyoucanhavemyownson

dropmedownandgetawaywithit?

Me:Getout!

Iwasscreaming.

M'smum:There'smoretocomeRea.Somuch



moreforaslongasyougoingtokeepon

comingtoMpumalanga..Thisisfarfromover

mygirl.
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Shedroppedthenursecallbuttonandleftthe

room.Ipresseditagain.

TheoldnursecameinminutesLater.

Nurse:What'swrong?

Me:Didyouseetheoldladythatwashere?

Nurse:Yourmotherinlaw?Shesaidshe's...

Me:she'snot.Pleasedontletherinhereagain

Nurse:Okay.Calmdown.

Me:Okay.

Nurse:Drinksomewater.



Me:Idon'twantanywater.

Nurse:Rea,youhaven't...

Me:Idon'twantwater.

Nurse:Youcan'tbedehydrated.

Me:ThenI'lldrinkjuice.

Nurse:Whatisit?Someonedidthistoyou?

Inodded.

Nurse:Isitthatwomanthatwashere?

Inoddedagain.

Nurse:andI'msuresheusedtowatertoget

you?

Me:Yes.



Nurse:Okay...I'llgogetyoujuicebutyougoing

toneedtodrinkwater.

Me:Whyareyousokindtome?

Nurse:BecauseIknowhowyoufeeling.

Me:You'vefeltthisbefore?

Shenodded.

Nurse:notonce,nottwice.Ihadthree

miscarriages.

Me:OhI'msorry.

Nurse:Butafterthosethree,Ifinallygavebirth

toahealthybabygirlandtwofollowedafter.

Me:Thatmusthavehurt.

Nurse:Ithurtthewayyouhurting.AndasI

heardyouscream,ittookmebacktothat..I've

dealtwithalotofpatientsthatlosttheirbabies

butyourscream,therewasacrackinyourvoice



thatpiercedthroughmyheartandIjustfeelthe

needtobehereforyou

Ikeptquiet.

Nurse:You'llbefineKelly.Itgetsbetter.

Me:Doesit?

Nurse:Yes.Andthatwomanthatdidthistoyou

won'tliveInpeace.

Me:She'skeenonhurtingme.

Shesmiled..

Nurse:issheyourhusband'smother?

Me:yes

Nurse:Didyoutellhim?

Me:No.



Nurse:Whynot?

Me:hetendstogetveryimpulsivewhenit

comestome.

Nurse:hedoeslooklikehe'lldoanythingto

protectyoufromhurting.

Me:soifIdotellhim,he'llkillhisownmother.

Nurse:Andyoucan'tlosebothyourchildand

yourhusbandright?

Inodded.Shewassoeasytotalkto.

Nurse:Iunderstand.

Me:Youtheonlyonethatdoes.

Nurse:theyonlywantthebestforyou.

Me:andIonlywantthebestformyhusband.

Shesmiled.



Nurse:that'sveryclear.Pleaseeat.

Me:Ma'am...

Nurse:Dorah.

Me:MmeDorah,Ican't.

Nurse:pleaseRea.Youneedyourstrengthback.

Me:Okay.

ShepulledthetableclosertomeandIate..She

askedoneoftheyoungnursestogogetmy

juicefromthecafeteria.

Nurse:thatsit.Youcanrestnow.

Me:okay.

Irested.WhenIwokeup,itwasalreadydark

outside.Musawassittingonthecouch.



Musa:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Hecametositonmybed

Musa:Youfeelbetter?

Me:Ido.Iwanttogohome.

Musa:Thedoctorssaidyoushouldbeableto

gohomeTomorrowafter11.

Me:okay.

Musa:Yousureyoufine?

Me:Areyouokay?

Helookedatmeandsmiled.



Musa:It'snotaboutme.

Me:It'saboutus.Hewasyoursontoo.

Musa:Iknowthatbaby.

Me;Youneedtostartshowingyouremotions.

IactuallyfeltBetter..ItwasallthankstoMme

DorahandIfeltabitstronger.

Musa:Imokay.

Me:Really?

Musa:No.

Ikeptquiet.Thehurtwasslowlycoveringhis

faceagain.

Musa:Iwaslookingforwardtohavingason.To

havingafamily.Iwaslookingforwardtoyou



beingamothertomychild.

Iwantedtocryagain.

Musa:Youdon'tknowhowmuchithurtme

whenIcalledNeliandtoldhertocallthevenue

shefoundforyourbabyshowerandcancel.

Sothat'swhyshecameintotheofficetalking

aboutavenue.Shealmostletitslip.

Musa:butmorethananything,ithurtstosee

youhurt.AfteryoufoundoutaboutNoma,I

madeapromisetomyselfthattheonlytears

you'llhaveonyourfacewillbeofthejoythat

I'mgoingtogiveyou.SowhenIgotupandleft

intheafternoonitwasbecauseIfeltlikeIfailed

you.



Mycheekswerewetagain

Musa:I'msosorrybaby.

Hewasreallyhurt.

Musa:Iamsosorry.

ItriedtogetridoftheLumpinmythroatby

swallowinghard.

Me:I'msorrytoo

Wesatinsilenceforsometime.



Musa:CanIsleephere?

Me:wellyoucan't.

Musa:whynot?

Me:Theywontletyou.

Musa:Yousureyou'llbefine?

Me:YesI'llbefine.

Hesighed.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Hekissedmyforeheadandlefttheroom.Iput

myheaddownagainandslept..Inthemorning

MmeDorahwasback.

MmeD:Howareyoufeeling?



Me:better.

MmeD:I'mglad.

Me:younotondutytoday?

MmeD:NoI'mnot..IthoughtIshouldComeand

seeyoubeforetheydischargeyouandmake

sureyoueat

Ismiled.

Me:Idideat.

MmeD:AndIseeyoucleanedupreallywell

today.

Me:Ican'twaittogohome.

MmeD:Iknowyoucan't.Youliveherein

Mpumalanga?

Me:No.MytraditionalweddingwasonSunday.

MmeD:ohmychildI'msorry..



Ilookedather.

Me:It'sokay.

Iwastryingtoconsolemyself.

MmeD:nowonderyouweresomiserable.

Me:yougavemestrengthyesterday.

MmeD:ImgladIdid.Givemeyournumber.

ShepassedmeherphoneandIputthemin.I

calledmyphonesoIcouldgethernumbers.

Me:hereyougoma.YouevercometoGauteng?

MmeD:Yes.I'lltellyouwhenImaround.



Me:pleasedo.

MmeD:Iwill.Takecareokay?

Me:Okaymama.

Igotupandhuggedherthensheleft.The

doctorcametofinallysignthedischargeforms.

AllIhadtodowaswait.Tshegocamewith

NompiandBokang

Me:Ohno.NovisitorsI'moutofthisplace.

Tshegolaughed..

Tshego:youLookbetter.

Me:Ifeelbettertoday.

Tshego:That'sthefirststeptohealing.

Bokang:Talkmorecrazy.



Me:I'mjusttryinghardtonotthinkaboutwhat

happened.

Nompi;That'sgood.

Me:It'snoteasythough.

Tshego:Itwontbe.

Me:True.

Iwastryingtoblockitout.

Nompi:Iseverythingpacked?

Me:yes.

Tshego:Goodcozweheretofetchyou

Bokang:wenotvisitors.

Me:Where'smyhusband?

Tshego:Athome.

Me:whydidnthecome?



Tshego;He'stired.

Me:Musaisnevertootiredforme.

Theylookedatme.

Me:whereisMusa?

Nompi:MxolisitoldhimRea.

Me:IthoughtItoldyou...

Nompi:Hemusthavetoldhimafterhecame

backlastnight.Isawthemtalkingoutsideat

around21:00andbeforeIcouldgettohimhe

wasalreadyinNomasonto'shouse.

Me:What?Whereishe?

Tshego:He'sinjail.

Me:NoTshego...Didhe...

Icouldn'tsayit.



Nompi:She'snotdead.Hedidbeathertoa

pulpthough.Brokenrib,dislocatedarm,

batteredmouthandeyes.Aswellasaninjuryto

thespine.
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Isatdownonthebed.

Me:What?

Nompi:I'msorry...Ithought...

Me:WhatnowNompi?Myhusbandisinjail.

Tshego:Calmdown.

Me:NoTshegodon'ttellmetocalmdown!

Tshego:Reabilwe!



Shesnapped.

Tshego:Isaidcalmdown!Let'sgo.

IdecidedtokeepquietcozallIwantedtodo

wascry.Wegotmymedsandwentbackto

Musa'sdad'shouse.Mumwasstilltherewith

Noma.

Noma:Hey.

Me;Hi.

Noma:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:IjustneedtoseeMusa.

Mum:youwill.

Me:Noma.

Mum:youneedtorest.

Me:I'veres...



AuntNomvula:youreallytorestRea.Goon.

Noma:come.

SheandTshegofollowedmetothebedroom.

TherewasMusa'sscenteverywhere.

Me:Tshegoplease.

Tshego:Reapleaserest.

Me:Where'sMusa'sdad?

Noma:hewenttoseehim

Me:Ineedtoseehim

Noma:He'llbeout.

Tshego:andsoon.

Me:Nomawhydidn'tyoupreventthisfrom

happening?

Noma:ItoldMxotonotsayanythingbuthe

obviouslydidntlisten.



Tshego:Ithinkit'sforthebest.

Me:areyoulisteningtoyourselfTshego?

Tshego:don'tgetmewrong...

Me:Myhusbandisinjail.

Tshego:Iknowthatbutweknowwhodidthis

andshecangetpunished.

Me:how'sthatgoingtobringmychildback?

Theykeptquiet.

Me:Idon'tcareaboutMusa'smothergetting

punished.Ijustlostmychild.Ican'tlosemy

husbandtoo.

Silence.

Noma:Okay...



Shefinallysaid.

Noma:Wecan...

Me:canIbeleftalone?

Tshego:Okay.

Noma:Shouldwebringyousomethingtoeat?

Me:NoI'mfine.

Tshego:Yousure?

Me:I'mfineTshego.

Tshego:Okaythen.

Me:Pleaseleave

Tshego:okay.

TheylefttheroomandIputmyheadDownand

criedsoftly.



Myphonerang.

Me:Hi.

Iclearedmythroat.

Bonga:HeyR,areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine..

Bonga:Youdon'tsoundokay.

Me:I'mnotactually.

Bonga:Whatisit?Rea,youneedto...

Me:nothing.

Bonga:Rea...

Me:BongacanInottalkaboutitnow?

Bonga:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.



Bonga:areyououtofhospital?

Me;YesIam

Bonga:Okay.Don'tthinkaboutittoomuch.

Me:Okay.

Bonga:takecare.

Me:ThanksB.

Bonga:Bye.

Me:bye.

Ihungupandwentbacktomycryingand

worrying.Ifinallyfellasleep.Ionlywokeupthe

nextday.ThePillshadmedrowsyandmessed

up.ThebathroomdoorwasclosedandIhad

leftitopen.IgotupAndwhenIgotin,Musa

wastakingashower.

Iclosedthetap.



Musa:Hey...

Me:Musa,Areyoucrazy?

Musa:No.

Me:whatisWrongwithyou?

Musa:whatkindofaquestionisthat?

Hedriedhimselfupandgotout.

Me:WHATISWRONGWITHYOU?

Musa:nothing.

Me:Whydidyoubeatherup?

Musa:Cozshekilledmychild.

Me:Musa....

Musa:look,IJustwanttosleep.

Me:Musalookatme.



Helookedatme.

Me:Ijustlostmyson.Idon'twanttoloseyou

too.

Musa:I'mhere.

Me:thatsnotthepoint.

Musa:thenwhatisit?

Me:Musa,look...youneedtostopbeing

impulsive.

Musa:Impulsive?

Me:Yes.Youcouldhavekilledher.

Musa:Thatwasthepoint.

Ilookedathim.

Me:Youdon'tgetitdoyou?



Musa:Igetit.

Me:Noyoudon't.Nkosenhleisgone.Heis

gone.Goingaroundbeatingyourmotherup

won'tbringhimback.Musacomeon!

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Comeon!

Hesighed.

Musa:okay,I'msorry.

Me:really?

Musa:OkayyesIwasimpulsivebutyouneedto

understandthatIwasangry.

Me:AndIgetthatbutpleasedontdoitagain



Hekeptquiet.

Musa:CanIsleep?

Me:Musa...

Musa:Ican'tpromisethatRea.

Hegotintobed.

Musa:come.

Me:Idon'twanttosleep.

Musa:Youneedtorest.

Me:IjustwanttoGohome.

Musa:CanIAtleastrestforafewhours?We

canleaveataround16:00

Me:Okay.



Iguessheneededthat.Iwenttotakeashower

andIfoundmyselfcryingagain.Aftercleaning

myselfupIwenttogreeteveryonethenwentto

sitwithmuminthegarden.

Mum:Wegoingbackhometoday..

Me:Ohokay..

Mum:willyoubefine?

Me:Yes.Wealsoleavinglateron.

Mum:Reaareyousureyoufine?

Iclearedmythroat

Mum:Youhavebagsunderyoureyes..wereyou

cryingagain?

Inodded.



Me:Mama?

Mum:Nana?

Me:canyoucomestaywithusfortwoweek

Mum:Wouldyoulikethat?

Me:Yesplease.

Mum:Okaythen.

Me:Sothatmeansyou'llgobackwithuslater

today?

Mum:no.IneedtogopacksoI'llleavewith

BokangandTshego.YouandMusacancome

andfetchme.

Me:Okaythenma,thatmakessense.

Mum:WillMusabeabletodrive?

Me:yes.Heneedstogetoutofherema.He'll

endupkillinghisownmother.

Mum:That'strue.



Ispoketoherforabout30minutesandthey

left.SodidTshepoandNoma.Iwentbackto

thebedroomandfoundMusaonthephone.

Musa:yes..Fromnextweek..we'llbothcome

through....thanksbye.

Hehungup.

Me:Arentyousupposetobesleeping?

Musa:NoIcouldn't.I'vebookedusinforsome

sessions.

Inodded

Musa:doyouwanttotakeawalk?



Me:yesplease.

Wewentoutforalong3hourwalkandwhen

wecameback,wefreshenedupandleft.We

fetchedmumwhenwegottoJoburg,got

takeawaysthenheadedtoourhouse.Weall

sleptveryearlyandataround23:00,Iwentto

getjuiceeventhoughIwantedwater.Islowly

walkedtoThenursery.Ilookedatallthebaby

stuffwehadboughtforhimandIcriedasIheld

ontotheTeddyIhadboughthimwithhisinitials.

Isatonthefloorandcriedsoftly,stillstopping

myselffromscreamingagaincozIdidn'twant

towakeanyoneup.Iheardthedooropenafew

minuteslater,hecametositnexttomeandput

hisarmsaroundme.

Musa:Ithinkweshouldgobacktobed.



IsatstillandafterIhadcalmeddown,Itooka

deepbreath.

Me:Musa?

Musa:Baby?

Me:canIgoforsterilization?Idon'tthinkIwant

tohavechildrenanymore.
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Musa:weshouldgobacktobed.

Me:Iwanttostayhere.

Musa:Reaplease...That'senoughcryingnow..

Hegotupandheldouthishand.

Musa:ComeBaby.



Hehelpedmeup,tooktheteddyfrommyhands

andputitinthecot.

Musa:Comeon.

Wewalkedtoourbedroom..

Me:YoureallygoingtoignorewhatIsaid?

Musa:Youstillhurting.

Me:AndIdon'twanttohurtagain.

Musa:youwon't.

Me:Andyouknowthishow?

Musa:CozNothingornoonewillhurtyouagain.

Ikeptquiet.



Musa:Whatareyouthinkingof?

Me:Whatifyourmotherhadsomethingtodo

withNomazola'smiscarriage?

Musa:Iwouldn'tbesurprised.

Me:OrmaybeImparanoid

Musa:Maybeyouareright.

Me:youthink?

Musa:Yes.

Idecidedtokeepquietagain.

Musa:Youdon'tfeellikegoingawayagain?

Me:Notnow.

Musa:OkayIunderstand.

Me:Maybeafterthesessions.



Musa:Okay...I'mgoingtokeepthenursery

closeduntilIgetsomeonewho'lltakethesetoa

charityokay?

IKeptquiet.

Musa:Babytalktome

Me:Youreadytoforgetaboutourson?

Musa:Thesethingshurtyou.Theymakeyou

Sad.Wecan'tkeepthem.

Ididn'tsayanything.

Me:goodnightMusa.

Musa:Baby...

Me:Iloveyou.

Musa:Iloveyoutoo.



Iturnedmybackandclosedmyeyes.Iwas

thinkingofmysonandfellasleepIdon'tknow

when.Iwokeupataround8andmumhad

madeporridge.

Mum;Rea.

Me:Howareyouma?

Mum:I'mfinebabyhowareyou?

Me;Somedaysarebetterthanothers..

Shekeptquiet.

Me:howdidyousleepma?

Mum:Isleptwell.Iwon'taskhowyouslept,the

answerisinyoureyes.

Me:Where'sMusa?



Mum:Hewenttothegym.

Thatmeantthiswasweighingdownonhimas

well.Musahardlyhitthegymunlesshewas

stressedorsad.

Me;oh..

Mum;Eat.

Me;MadoIhaveto?

Mum:Yes.

Istaredattheporridge.

Mum:pleaseeat.

Me:AllIwanttodoisjustsitonmyownma

withmyownthoughts.

Mum:Rea,eat.



Itookthespoon.

Mum:I'llletyousitonyourownassoonasyou

finishyourfood.

Ihadnochoicebuttoeat.Thenurserywas

lockedsoIwenttositoutside.Itwasrefreshing.

Anhourlater,Tshepo'scarparkedoutside.He

wasalone.

Tshepo:Cuz.

Me:HeyTshepo.

Tshepo:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokayhowareyou?

Tshepo:I'mfine.Whyareyououthereonyour

own?

Me:Ijustwantedtobealone.



Tshepo:Where'sMusa?

Me:Gym.

Tshepo:Soyoualone?.

Me:Notreally.Yourauntisinthehouse

Tshepo:ohthat'sgood.

Me:Aren'tyousupposetobeatwork?

Tshepo:ItookthedayoffsoIcouldcomechill

withyou.

Me:Youserious?

Tshepo:Yes.Wedon'twantyoualldepressed

right?

Ismiled

Me:easiersaidthandone.

Tshepo:Youknowyou'llbefineright?Itdoesn't

happenovernight.



Inodded

Tshepo:Andyoucantryagain.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:no.

Tshepo:"no?"

Me:Idon'tthinkIwanttohavekidsanymore.

Tshepo:That'shurttalking.

Me:maybe.

Tshepo:I'mtellingyou.

Idecidedtokeepquiet.



Tshepo:Youwantsomeweed?

Ilaughed.

Me:No.

Tshepo:Yousure?

Me:Yes

Tshepo:You'llwatchmethen..

Me:that'sokay..

Tshepo:soyoureallyquit?

Me:Nope.Never!Butdon'ttellyouraunt.

Helaughed.

Tshepo:andMusa?

Me:HethinksI'moffittoo.Idon'tsmoke



aroundhim.Respect.

Tshepo:Okaysowhenareyoujoiningmeagain?

Ilaughed.

Me:Tshepostoptryingtogetmebackonweed

now.

Tshepo:Itnumbsthepain.

Me:Forhowlong?

Tshepo:You'llkeepsmokinguntilyouokay.

Me:youcrazy.I'manoccasionalsmoker.

Tshepo:okayfine.I'llletyoube.

Me:Thankyou.

Tshepo:Pleasure.

Me:youshouldprobablygogreetyouraunt.

Tshepo:andYou?



Me:Goingtotakeabath.

Tshepo:Okayhurry

Me:YesIwill..

Webothwentintothehouse.Iwenttotakea

bathwhileTshepospoketohisaunt.Musa

cameinwhileIwasgettingdressed.

Musa:Heybaby.

Me:Hey.

Musa:Howareyou?

Me:Imokayyou?

Musa:I'mfine.

Me:Howwasgym?

Musa:Helpedmekeepmymindoffthings.

Me:Youstillhaveyourmother'scasehanging

overyourhead?



Musa:Noma'am

Me:So?

Musa:Shedroppedthecharges?

Me:issheoutofHospital?

Musa:No.

Me:Nompisaidshecan'ttalkormoveso...

Musa:Wehandledit.Shedroppedthecharges.

Shecandienow.

Hedidn'twanttotalkaboutitanymore.The

tonesaiditall.Ifinishedgettingdressedand

wenttomakehimsomethingtoeat.Tshepo

wassortedthatIknew.

Tshepo:Kopaskhaftin.

Me:porridge?

Tshepo:Yes..



Igiggled.

Me:Somethingsdon'tchange.

Tshego:AnythingniceItake.

Me:clearly...

Ihadagoodtimewithhim,mumandMusa.I

waslaughinghalfofthetime.Tshepoandhis

auntwerecutfromthesamecloth.Heleftat

around15:00,Musahadtogocheckonhis

transportbusinesses.Somethingwasgoingon.

Me:CanIgorest?

Mum:yesyouhaveto.

Me:pleasewakemeat17:00soIcanstart

cooking.



Mum:Readon'tworryaboutthat.

Me:I'mnotabadcookanymore.

Mum:AndIthankMusaforthat

IGiggledandwenttosleepleavingmum

watchingDumisa..that'sallweweregoingto

watchifweweregoingtochillwithherinthat

lounge.shewasalsopreachingonSundayso

shehadtoprepareforthat.Iwaswokenupby

noisescomingfromthekitchen.

"That'snothowyoudoitKgalalelo,She'snot

supposetobeeatingthat"

Mum:whoinvitedyouhere?

"that'snotthepoint"

Islowlywalkedtowardsthem.



Mum:Gloria,I'llaskagain...whoinvitedyouhere?

Gloria:She'smydaughter..Idon'tneedaninvite.

Mum:Whyareyouhere?

Gloria:Totakecareofmychild.

Mum:whynow?

Gloria:AfterIgaveyouthosekids,wesaidWe'd

co-parent.

Mum:Didyoudothat?Didyoucare?Remember

whenIcalledyou,toldyouweshouldlet

TshegoandReaknowthattheyhavetwo

mothersandyousaidyounotinterested,you

livinglifewithStanleyandyourkids?Forgetting

thattwoofthosekidsaren'tyours.Whydoyou

wanttoco-parentnowwhentheyareoldand

married?

Gloria:Kgalalelothosearemychildrentoo..

Mum:Notheyarenot.WhydoIgetthefeeling

thatyouheretocausetrouble?



Shegiggled.

Gloria:Theyarenotmychildren?Reallynow?

NeedIremindyouwhereyourchildis?Dead!

ThatpiercedthroughmyheartandIknewit

piercedthroughmumtoo.

Gloria:Nowasaqualifiednurse,I'mtellingyou

tonotcookthat.

Me:Andasherqualifieddaughter,I'mgiving

youexactlytwominutestoleavehersonin

law'shouse.
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Gloria:ReaDarling...

Me:Leave!

Gloria:Nochildlook...

Me:Idontwanttolookatanything.Leave!

Shetookherbagfromthechair.

Me:Out!

Sheslowlywalkedout.Iwenttoclosethedoor

behindher.

Me:I'msorry.

Mum:ItsOkay.

Me:I'llmakesureshenevercomeshereagain.

Mum:Nobabygirlyoudonthaveto...



Me:Iwantto.Shehasnorighttotalktoyoulike

that.

Mum:thanksbaby.

Me:SeewhyIdontwantarelationshipwithher?

Mum:Ido.

Me:AndItoldyourdaughterthatshehas"look

downonpeople"issues.

Shelaughed.

Mum:Imadesandwiches.Havesome.

Me:Mama?

Mum:Rea?

Me:IthinkI'mgoingtotakeyoubackhomecoz

youoverfeedingme

Mum:justeat!



IgotthechickenMayosandwiches..Shemade

thebest.

Me:So...

Mum:whatnewsdoyouhavenow?

Igiggled.

Me:Questions.

Mum:Goon.

Me:Thosethreekidsaren'thers?

Mum:Onlyoneis.

Me:Who?

Mum:Thapelo.

Me:SoniaandGeorgearen'therkids?

Mum:No.Herhusbandwasmarriedbeforeso

heandtheexwifehadthesetwothenThapelo



camefromtheirunion.

Me:Oh

Mum:Yes.

Me:Thapeloisafewmonthsyoungerthanme.

11monthsright?

Mum:Yes

Me:wellthatwasquick.

Shelaughed.

Mum:Backthenwedidn'thavetimetowaste.

Me:nowIknow.Nicesandwichesma.

Mum:gladyouLikethemRea.

Me:funnyhowthislifethingworksright?

Mum:Why?

Me:Ihadtogetmarriedandgetpregnantto

growclosertoyou.Gloriaalsohadtocomeinto



thepicturesowecouldbelikethis.Ialways

thoughtyoulovedTshegomore.

Shelaughed.

Mum:that'snottrue

Me:NowIknowma

Mum:problemis,youwerewildRea

Ilaughed..

Mum:That'swhyI'mhappysomeonefinally

decidedtomarryyou.Musawasabletocalm

youdownabit.

Me:Iguessit'strueWhattheysay..."opposites

attract"

Mum:inyourcaseyes.YourdadandIwere



bothcalm.

Ialmostchokedonthesandwich.Iquickly

pusheditdownwiththedrinkIhadinhand.

Mum:kengwena?

Ilaughed.

Me:Dadwascalm.You,ma...nope.

Mum:Iamcalm.

Me:Okaymama.Iwastaughttonotfightor

arguewithmyelders.

Mum:Youweretaughtwell.

Ismiledandateup,hersoncameback.



Musa:mama,howareyou?

Mum:I'mokayMusa.Howareyou?

Musa:I'mfinema..

Me:Youwantsome?

Musa:yesplease.

Igothimthesandwiches.

Me:Wecangoright?

Mum:YesRea.

Me:thankyou.

Wewentoutside..

Musa:Goodtoseeyougettingalongwithyour

mum.



Ismiled.

Me:I'mnotabadchild.

Musa:Youarearebelliousonethough

Me:wowthanksbabe.

Musa:itsgoodtoseeyousmile.

Me:Itfeelsgoodtosmile.

Musa:SowhathappenedwhileIwassorting

outthemess?

Me:Gloriawashere.

Musa:Okay?

Me:shewasbeingveryrudeandinsensitiveto

mumsoItoldhertoleave.

Musa:Justlikethat?

Me:Yes

Musa:okaybesidesherlookingdownonothers



there'ssomethingelse...Talktome.

Me:There'snothing.

Musa:Rea...

Isighed.

Me:okay..

Musa:Goon.

Me:Ijustreallydon'tlikeher.There'ssomething

aboutherIjustdon'tknowwhat!

Musa:youknowshegavebirthtoyouright?

Me:thatdoesn'tmeananything.Lookatyoufor

instance...

Musa:No.Iusedtolovemymothertillshe

becamethedevilthatsheisnow.

Hespokewithdisgust.



Musa:Yousee?

Me:Isee.

Musa:SomaybegettoknowMmeGloriafirst.

Teachhernottolookdownonpeople.Maybe

that'sheronlyproblem.

Me:Gloria.No"Mme"needed.

Hegiggled.

Musa:youhaveissues.

Me:NoIdon't.

Musa:Youdo.

Me:Wereyouabletosortoutyourmess?

Musa:yesIdid..

Me:That'sgood.andwhenareyougoingback

towork?



Musa:Aftertwoweeks.

Me:Musa...

Musa;No,Ineedabreak.

Me:Okay.

Musa:andmaybewecangetaway.

Me:Youreallywanttogodon'tyou?

Musa:Ireallythinkweneedit.

Me:Okay.

Musa;Butwecangoweekafternextcozwe

startingwiththerapy.

Me:Okaythat'sfine.

Musa:AndIgettochooseaplace.

Me:Aneighboringcountry.

Musa:Ohcomeon.

Me:2hoursMax.

Musa:No.I'mchoosingsoyoudontgetto

restrictme.



Me:Fineyou'llgoalonethen..

Musa:That'sokay.Yougotoyourneighboring

countryandIgotowhereverIwanttogo.

Me:that'snothowitworks.

Musa:NoI'vemadethingssimple.

Me:Okayfine.Choose.

Hechuckled.

Musa:Can'tlivewithoutyoutoo.

Me:whatever

Musa:Youtoo.

Theweekswentbyreallyfast.Wehadour

sessionsforthefirstweekthenwentforthe

getaway.Westillafewmoretherapysessions

thatwehadtogoforthough.Agetawaywas



whatweneeded.Ihadacceptedthatmychild

wasgoneandIwashealing.Musahadbeen

straightupwithourtherapistwhenitcameto

hismommyissues."Wecanskipthatpart,I'm

notgoingtoforgiveher"that'swhathesaid.

Justlikethat.

Me:Wakeup.

Itwasthedayafterwelanded.

Musa:WhattimeisIt?

Me:14:30

Musa:Areyouserious?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Okayletmesleep..

Me:Musawakeup.



Musa:I'mtiredbaby.

Me:Youpromisedtotakemeoutforlunch.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Youwokemeupforfood?

Me:Yesandwehavetherapyat18:00

Musa:Icalledintopostpone.

Me:why?

Musa:cozwetired.

Me:Cozyoutired..

Musa:Thattoo.

Me:okaycomeon.Let'sgo.

Musa:wait...

Me:Musa!

Musa:HowaboutIcookthenwedonthaveto



goout.

Me:Yeahbutyoucan'tcookInbed.

Hegotupannoyed..

Me:wecangoshowernow.

Musa:DoIhaveachoice?

Me:No.

Musa:exactly

Wewenttotakeashowerandhestarted

cookingwhileIwastidyingupthehouse.Heset

upinthegarden.

Me:Wellthisisnice.

Musa:Ihadtomakeitnice.

Me:Canweeatnow?



Musa:Graceplease.

Wesaidgraceandfeasted.Whenweweredone,

wewashedthedishestogetherandwent

throughourgetawayandweddingpictures

Me:Seeyoulookveryhandsomeinthatpicture.

Musa:Iamhandsome..

Me:Noyoutry,can'tyoujustsay...

"Knockknock"

Me:Wenothere.

Musa:Comein!

Shecamein.



Me:NoItoldyou...

Musa:MmeGloriahowareyou?

Heshutupmeupthatway.

Gloria:I'mfine.Rea,Iapologizedtomysister

nowIwanttoapologizetoYou.

Me;Okaythankyou.

Gloria:I'mreallysorry..Canwestartafresh?

IlookedatMusa.

Musa:Haveaseatma.

Shedid.



Gloria:Icouldmaybespendafewdayshere

thenwecantakeitfromthere.

Me:Ireallydon't...

Musa:Feelfreema.

Gloria:OhthankyouMusa.I'llgogetmybags

fromthecar.

Musa:Ohnodon'tworryaboutit.I'llgetthem.

Shegavehimherkeysandhewentout.

Me:CanIgetyousomethingtodrink?Wine

maybe?

Gloria:Juice.

Me:Okay.

IwenttothekitchenandwaitedforMusato

comewithherbags.



Me:Andnow?

Musa:Willyourelax?

Me:No.

Musa:Pleasetrustme.

Me:Musawhatdidyousee?

Musa:Nothing.

Me:Musawenkosi!

Musa:Rulenumberoneinthiscalledlife:

"Neverplayaplayer",takethatjuicetoyour

mothernow..
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Me:Idon'twantherinmyhouse.

Musa:dontworry.

Me:IdontlikethisOnebit.



Iwaschangingintomynightwear.Ihadtosit

fordinnerwithGloriaandwatchMusabeing

friendlywithher.

Me:Iwantherout.

Musa:Shewillbe.

Me:Whatmakesyousosure?

Musa:thefactthatIpickedupsomething.

Me:whatexactly?

Musa:She'llbeoutofyourhairSoon.

Me:shebetterbe.

Musa:Shewill.

Me:orelseI'mcallingSoniatocomegether!

Musa:Who'sSonia?

Me:Tshidi..herdaughter.

Musa:Ohyoursister..



Me:noshe'snotmysister.

Musa:Okayshe'llbeoutofyourhairsoon.

Comenow.

Icrawledintobed.

Musa:Stopcomplaining.

Me:WellIwishIcould.

Musa:Justputyourheaddown.

Idid.

Musa:let'srestnow.

Me:Okay.Imgoingtosleepwithoneeyeopen..

Hegiggled.



Musa:Itsgoodtohaveyouback.

Me:Yeahright.

Musa:Nowsleepwithbotheyesclosed.

Me:OkayI'lltry.

Musa:come.

Hepulledmecloser

Me:Whatdoyouthinkshe's...

Musa:Rea,let'ssleep.

Me:Yougoingtoworktomorrow?

Musa:I'mstilltired.

Me:ThankGod!

Hegiggled.



Musa:Icantshieldyouforever.

Me:Youmyhusbandright?

Musa:Yes.

Me:thenyouneedto.

Musa:Okayfine..I'llworkfromhome.

Me:I'dlikethat.

Musa.Iknowyouwill..pleasedon'tdistractme.

Me:Idontdothat.

Musa;Really?

Me;Idon't.

Musa:yousing,rap,makemelaughWhenI'm

working.

Me:Iwastoldaperson'sattentionspanlasts

forabout20minutes.

Musa:thenI'mnothuman.

Me:clearly.



Musa:promiseyouwon't.

Me;Iwon't.

Musa:Good.

Me:CanIstaywithyouinthestudythough?

Musa:No

Me:Isaid"canI?"

Musa:AndIsaid"no"

Me:tome?

Musa:toyou.

Me:Okayfine.

Musa:yes.

Me:Someofuswerecelibatefor23yearsand

wecansimply...

Helaughed.



Musa:Oh?

Me:Yes.

Musa:youweretoldtosubmit.

Me:towho?

Musa:Yourhusband?

Me:Ihaveahusband?

Musa:Ouch.

Me:Shame..goodnight.

Itriedgettingawayfromhimandhepulledme

closeragain.

Musa:GoodnightMrsMabasa.

Me:GoodnightMusawenkosi

Hegiggledsoftly.



Musa:Iloveyouokay?

Me:Thankyou..let'ssleep.

HekeptquietandwesleptIknewheHada

smileonhisfacecozhehadheldontomea

littletighter..ThenextmorningWewokeup

early.Wellhewokemeupearlytojoinhimfora

smoothie.

Me:Thistastesnice.

Musa:Soyougoingbacktobeingcelibate?

Ilaughed.

Me;Imgoingbacktobed.



Itriedtogetoffthecounterbutheputmeback

onit.

Me:Sothisyourwayoftryingtochangemy

mind?

Musa:No,Imjust....

Hesmiled.

Me:youknowthat'snotgoingtoworkright?

Musa:Iwasjusttryingtomakeaconversation.

Me;ifIcantbewithyouinyourstudythenno

sexforyou.

Musa:I'lljustgobacktothatspotIusedtoget

girlsfrom..

Me:Youwouldn'tdare.

Musa;Oh?



Me;ThenI'lllookforsomeonetoothen.

Musa:OkaythenLet'scompromise.

Igiggled..

Me:I'maconqueror

Musa:youdon'tplayfairdoyou?

Me:Lifeisunfair.

Musa:Fine.YoucanchillwithMeintheoffice.

Me:See?

Musa:sonowIneedtonegotiatetosleepwith

you?

Me:ThesamewayIhavetomakethreatssoI

canchillwithyouright?

Musa:I'llbeworking.

Me:AndI'llwatchmovies.

Musa:Keepquietokay?



Me:I...

Gloria:goodmorning.

Musa:MorningMme.

Gloria:Howareyou?

Musa:I'mfine..howAreyouma'am?

Gloria:I'mFine.Rea.

Me:Dumelang.

Gloria:Youokay?

Me;I'mfine.Coffee?

Gloria:Herbalteaplease.

Me:Okay.

Imadehersome.

Gloria:YounotworkingMusa?

Musa:Noma'am



Gloria:Whatdoyoudoagain?

Musa:Iownapub.

Gloria:Only?

Musa:Andabout5taxis.

Lies!

Gloria:Oh.Thatisnice.

Musa:Itis.

Gloria:Thatmustbemakingyoualotofmoney

right?

Musa:enoughtosustainmywifeandI.

Gloria:Isee.Rea,nowthatyou'vegraduated

whatdoyouplanondoing?

Me:I'llbeahousewife.

Musabithislowerlip.



Musa:she'sjobhuntingma

Gloria:Youhadmeworriedthereforasecond.

Me:IfitallfailsthenI'llbeahousewife.

Gloria:Godforbidthathappens.

Igaveher,hertea.

Me:I'mgoingtostartcleaning

Gloria:Nobreakfastforyourhusband?

Me:Hehashisbreakfastat9:30.Itsonly7:56

Gloria:Ohokay.

Me:yesma'am.buthelpyourselftowhatever

Gloria:ohthankyou..I'llhavemyteainthe

gardensolong.

Me:okay.



Sheleftus

Musa:Youreallygoingtocleanahouseyou

cleanedyesterday?

Me:yes.

Musa:I'llbeinmyoffice.

Me;AndI'llbewithyousoon.

Musa:Okay.

Me:Youbetternotlockthedoor.

Hegiggled.

Musa:fine.

Me:Good.



HewenttohisstudyandIstartedtidyingup..I

gotacallfromBonga.

Me:Earlysowena!

Bonga:Youback?

Me:YesI'mback

Bonga:Girldoyoutravel

Me:Ihaveto.

Bonga:whatareyoudoingToday?

Me:nothingactually.Why?

Bonga:ThoughtIshouldcomeandseeyou

Me:Thatwouldbenice.

Bonga:say14:00?

Me:Sure.

Bonga:Seeyouthen.

Me:Cool,IhaveanothercallpleasehangUp



Bonga:Sharp.

HedidandIansweredthecall

Tshidi:ReabilweKellyMabasaFinally!

Me:MatshidisoSoniaRammutla.

Tshidi:Ihavebeencallingyoufordays.

Me:OhmysouthAfricannumberwasoutof

service..Wasoutofthecountry.what'sUp?

Tshidi;Haveyouseenmum?

Me:Gloria?

Tshidi;Yes.

Me;Why?

Tshidi;she'sbeengonefordays.Shelefther

car.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanshelefthercar?She

cameherewithone

Tshidi:GoCheck.



Iwenttothegarage.

Me;ItsAredOpel...

Sothat'swhatMusasaidwhenhesaid"Ipicked

something"

Me:Itdoesnthavearegistrationnumber.

Tshidi:thatmustbehergetawaycar.Reakick

heroutpleaseorgethelp...

Me:Why?

Tshidi;She'sbroke.

Me:What?

Tshidi:Sheattemptedtokilldadcozshegot

herhandsonhiswilltogetmoneywhichwas

verystupid.She'salsopartofsomemoney



launderingscheme.Theywereabletotraceall

theaccountsthatmoneywasputintoandnow

thepolicearelookingforherandacoupleof

friends.Rea,callthepoliceorkickherout

beforeyoualsogetintothismess.
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Me:okay.Okay...

Tshidi:Careful.

Me:okaybye.

Iwenttothestudy.

Me:Baby?

Musa:hasthedistractionstartedalready?

Me:no..youneedtocallyourpolicefriends.



Musa:Why?

Me:Gloriaisontherun.She'swantedfor

moneylaunderingandattemptedmurder.

Musa:okaylistentome...gooutthereandbe

friendlytoher

Me:What?

Musa:Reajustlistentomeplease.Justgo

makeyoutwobreakfastandI'lltalkto

Bonginkosi.

Hewasalreadyreachingforhisphone.

Me:Okay

Musa:Goon.

Islowlygotupanddidwhathetoldmetodo.



Me:composuregirl!

ItoldmyselfasIwastakingthefoodtoher.

Me:Hereyougo.

Gloria:ohthankyou.

Me:pleasure.Couldn'tletyoustarvecozweeat

late.

Gloria:didyouhaveAnythingtoeat?

Me:No.Justasmoothie.

Gloria:Wellthat'snotright.

Me:I'veadoptedMusa'shabits.

Gloria;youtwoneedtochangethat..

Ifakedasmile.



Gloria:Reapleasesit.

Idid.

Gloria;I'mverysorrythatIshowednointerestin

yourlife

Me:Oh.

Gloria:Iwasyoungandreckless.

Ikeptquiet.

Gloria:Mysisterdidagoodjob.

Me:Yesshedid.

Gloria:I'mproudofyouandTshego.

Me:Thankyou.

Gloria:sowheredidyouandMusago?Tothe

principalislandsagain?



Me:no.Wedidn'tgotothePrincipeislands.We

wereinfactinGhana.Afriendofhisgot

marriedlastyearsowethoughtweshouldgo

andvisithimandthewife.

Gloria:Youhadagoodtime?

Me:Wedid.

Gloria;Youtwotravelalot

Me;helikestravelling.

Gloria:Andyou?

Me:Idotoo.

Gloria:Soyoutwohaveplannedyour

honeymoonyet?

Me:Nowehaven't..

Gloria:gooutofAfrica.

Me:Notnow.There'ssomuchmoretoexplore

inAfrica.

Gloria:Ohthat'strue..



WhywasMusatakingsolong?

Gloria:WellIcanhelpyou.

Me:Howlongdoyouplanonstaying?

Gloria:Justafewweeksifthat'sokaywithyou

Me:Ohwon'tyourhusbandandkids...

Gloria:Notheyunderstand..

Me:oh

Gloria:youfinewiththat?

Me:Yes.I'msorryIwasn'tnicetoyouinthe

beginning.

Gloria:Musthavebeenthehormones.

Me:Andthehurt.

Gloria:Yesitwas.

Me:yourgardeninRustenburglooksverylovely.



Gloria:sodoesyours.

Me:Ilovegardening.

Gloria:soI'msureyouusedtotakecareof

Kgalalelo's?

Me:YesIdid.

Gloria:It'shorriblenow.

Me:SheandTshegodon'thavetime.They

avrualkydon'tknowanythingaboutit.Theynot

evenwillingtolearn..

Acarparkedoutside.ItwasBonginkosiand

twoofhisfriends.Musacameout.

Thefriendswerenotinpoliceuniform.

Bonginkosi:Dumelang.

Wegreethimback.Thefriendsgreetedtoo.



Me:ThisisMusa'scousinBonginkosiandthese

arehisfriends.They'llintroducethemselves.

Gloria:Okay.Howareyoudoingboys?

"Wearegreat,heretomakeanarrest"

Theyshowedhertheirbadges.

"Youareunderarrestfortheattemptedmurder

ofyourhusbandandmoneylaundering..."

Gloria:Reabilweyousoldmeout?

Ikeptquiet.

Gloria:I'lltellmyfriendstocomeforyou.

"thatwillbeusedagainstyouinthecourtof



law"

Shekeptquiet.

Bonginkosi:YourfriendsArewaitingforyouin

jail.

"Startmovingma'am"

Shewashandcuffedbutdidn'twanttomove.

"Ma'am..."

Sheclickedhertongueandwewatchedasthey

tookheraway.

Musa:Bonginkosi...Hercarandthings.Iwant

themoutofRea'shouse.



Bonginkosi:carkeysandbags.

Me:I'llgoandfetchthem.

Goteverythingandgaveittohim.

Me:Thanks

Bonginkosi:Pleasure

Musa:laterNeboy

Bonginkosi:suresure.

HedroveoutinGloria'scarandItookadeep

breathafterheleft

Musa:youokay?

Me:I'mfinenow..

Musa:Welldoneonnotmessingup.



Me:youtookyoursweettime.

Musa:stillgotthemhere.

Me:IshouldprobablycallTshidi

Musa:dothat.

Iwenttocallherandshewasveryrelieved.

Tshidi:Okaytalktoyoulater..

Me:Okaybabe.

Tshidi:Gladyousafe.

Me:Allthankstoyou..

Tshidi:itsapleasure.Hadtoprotectyou..

Me:Wellthankyou..

Ihungupafterour"byes"andwenttoMusa.



Me:Soyouknowhowcriminalsdealnow.

Musa:Youcan'tgofromaMercedestoanOpel

injustdaysandsounddesperatebaby.Even

worsewithnoregistrationplateandatracker.

Me:youcheckedthat?

Musa:Idid.YouknowBongadidsaythathe

heardGloriaarguingwithsomeoneonthe

phoneonthedayofthewhiteweddingbuthe

saiditinawaythatwouldn'tmakeyouthinkit

wassomethingcriminal.

Me:hedid?

Musa:Yeshesaidshewasjustbehindthe

mobiletoilets,arguingwithsomeone.Must

havebeenthefriendsordealersorwhatever.

Sowhenshecameherewiththatcarputtwo

andtwo..

Me:unbelievable!

Musa:womenaresneaky.

Me:hey,I'mnotpartofthat.



Musa:youthesneakiest.

Me:suchlies.Imhungry.

Musa:youwanttogoout?

Me:Younotworkinganymore?

Musa:thatcanwait..

Me;Amanwhoprioritizes.

Helaughed.

Musa:youknowyoucomefirst.Comeon.

ItookthefoodIhadmadeGloriaandwentto

givethemtoGordonwhowasmorehappyto

eatsausages.

Musa:Ohyoufeedingmydogtoday?

Me:IfeediteverydayI'mNotabadmotherto



thisdogofyours..

Musa:Youtry.

Me:Weshouldgethimagirlfriend.

Musa:No.nextthinghavealotofpuppiesin

hererunningaround...

Me:okayfine.Youhaveapoint.

Musa:canwegobathnow?

Me:yes.

Wespentalotoftimeinthebathtubthenwent

outforbreakfast.Bongacametoseemeinthe

afternoonandleftataround17:00or18:00.

Musa:Youtwohadagoodtime?

Me:Yeswedid..

Musa:mm

Me:What'swrong?



Musa:nothingbaby..

Me:Sayit.

Musa:Itscrazyhowyoutwogoonlikenothing

wassaidinthelastmonths..

Me:Weadultsaboutit.Bongawillgetanewgirl

andrealizethatIwasnevermeantforhim.

Musa:theannoyanceinthatvoice.

Igiggled.

Me:friendsshouldremainfriends.Nonextlevel

thing.Itcomplicateslife.

Musa:Doesit?

Me:yesitdoes.Wanttohelpmecook?

Musa:Andthisisyouterminatingthe

conversation?

Me:Yes.



Musa:okay.Ithinkweshouldordertakeaways.

Me:Why?

Musa:Idon'tfeellikeacookedmeal..

Me:Youdon'tfeellikemycooked...

Musa:stopputtingwordsinmymouth.

Me:okaygetthemthen

Hecalledinandorderedpizza.Wesleptreally

lateandataround04:00,Tshegocalled

Me:Keboloyibaeng?

Tshego:Mum'sbeenattacked.Werushingher

toBrenthurst.

Shehungup.IquicklywokeMusa,wejustwore

tracksuitsandhespedthere.Tshegowaswith

Tshepo.



Me:issheokay?

Musa:Whathappened?

Tshepo:Tshegosayssheonlyheardscreams

andwhenshewenttothebedroom,Rakgadi

wasbleedingonherheadandherattackers

weregone

Shelookeddevastated.

Me:hey...She'llbefine

Tshego:Youthinkso?

Me:mum'sstrongTshego.

Tshego:Okay

Weallsatinsilenceandthedoctorsassuredus

thatshe'llbefine.Justafewheadinjuriesand



herwaisthadbeenbruised.TshegoandIdidnt

wanttomove.Weweretoldshewassleeping

sowewerewillingtowaittillshewokeup.We

waitedtillhalfpast8andataround9,Igota

call.

Me:hello?

"ItsGloria"

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Gloria:ListenRea,ifyoudontwanttoloseyour

preciousmother,youwilltellMusatogetusout

ofhere.Idon'tcarehowhedoesitbuthebetter

doit.
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Me:Youwouldn'tdare.

Gloria:I'vealreadystarted.Getitdone!Bythe

endoftoday,Ishouldbeout.

Shehungup.IlookedatMusawhowasalready

lookingatme.

Musa:What'swrong?

Me:Gloriajustcalled.

Tshego:What?

Tshepo:CalmdownTshego

Me:Shesaidifyoudon'tgetheroutherfriends

willdomorethanwhatshedidtomum..

Tshepo:Gloriadidthis?

Inodded.



Musa:I'lltalktoBonginkositogetsecurity.

Me:Andthenwhat?

Tshepo:Yourphonerecordedthecallright?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:Keeptherecording.Itmightcomein

handy.

Musa:AndI'llaskBonginkositolookintothis.

Me:Butthepeoplethatattackedmumarestill

outthere.

Tshepo:Readontstress.

Me:Tshepo...

Musa:Okayfinelook,wecangetthedoctorsto

dischargemumtodaythen.SheandTshego

cancomelivewithus.

Tshepo:Rakgadi'shousewillbewatched

closely.



Me:Byyoursecuritymenright?

Musa:Yes.Andourhousewillbewatched

closelyaswell.Yougoingtohavetostay

indoorsforthenextcoupleofdays.

Me:Idon'tlikethis!AndItoldyou.

Musa:Everythingwillbefine.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Trustme.

Hegotupandwenttomakeacall.Anhourlater,

twomenwerestandingoutsidemum'sdoor.

Doc:Youcangohome..Youcancomefetch

herataround13:00

Tshego:ThanksDoc.



Me:Ismumsafe?

Musa:Sheis.Let'sgo.

Me:Okay.

Hetookmyhandandweleftthehospital..We

wenttogetTshego'sthingsandwhenIgot

home,therewereabout4securitymen.

Me:Thisfeelslikeprison.

Musa:it'sonlyfor2or3days.

Me:Okay.Sis...

IgotthebagsoutofthecarandIledhertothe

guestroom.

Tshego:stopstressing.

Me;IdontknowwhattheywanttodobutIjust



wantmumhere.

Tshego:Rea,stopstressing.

Me:Okay.I'mgoingtobath

Tshego:okay.I'lldothesame.

Me:You'llfindsoapandcleantowels...

Tshego;Inthatdrawer..I'vebeenherea

thousandTimesRea.

Me:OkayI'msorry.Wantmetomakeyou

somethingtoeat?

Tshego:I'lldothat.

Me:Oh!Okay.

Tshego;Goon.

IwenttobathandIchilledwithherasshewas

makingussomethingtoeat.Musawasbusy

withwhateverthathewasbusywith.



Me;How'sBokangdoing?

Tshego:he'sonhiswaybackfromMafikeng.

Me:Whatwasgoingon?

Tshego:Hismotherwantedtoseehim

Me:WhenisHecomingtopaylobolakanti?

Shelaughed.

Tshego:Idontknow.

Me:hebetternotplayyou.

Tshego:Hewon't.

Me:OrelseyougoingbacktoRichard

Tshego:hecalledmeDelilah.

Ilaughed.



Me:What?

Tshego;I'mtellingyou.

Me:youwerenotoffended?

Tshego:Iwasactuallybuthecangotohell

Ilaughed.

Tshego;Something'sweighingyoudown..

Me:JustthismumandGloria...

Tshego;Don'tlie.

Me:IdontthinkIwanttotalkaboutit.

Tshego:yousure?

Me:YesIam

Igotacall.Irantothestudy.



Me:Gloria'scallingagain.

Musa:tellherIcan'thelp.

Iansweredthephone.

Me:Hello.

Gloria:And?

Me:I'mnotinvolvingMusainthis.

Gloria:YounotinvolvingMusaInthis?

Me:noI'mnot..

Gloria:whynot?

Me:look,hesaidhecan'thelp.

Gloria;hehasconnections..heandhiscousin.

Me:theycan'thelp

Gloria:Rea...

Me:Theycan't



Gloria:Gobidfarewelltoyourmother.

Shehungup.

Me:Whatnow?

Musa:Nothingshe'sgivenup.

Me:mymother'sattackersMusa.

Musa:Wemightbeontosomething

Me:what?

Musa:Who'sthatladythattoldYourmother

thatshesawyouat2amwithme?

Me:MaMohajane.

Musa:yes..sheworksnightshiftsRight?

Me;yeahbutmumwasattackedat4.She's

usuallydroppedoffattwo.

Musa:Shiftschange..shewenttocheckon

mum,foundthetwoguysweplacedthereand



theytoldher..shedescribedthecar.Shesaid

theywereparkedoutsideyourgate..

Me:Didshegettheregistrationplate?

Musa:justthefirsttwoalphabetsandthe

number.Rea,somethingwillcomeup.

Me:Thatwon'thelp.Listen,ifwecangetthe

attackerslockedthentherewillbemore

chargesaddedtothe...Tshego!Pleasecometo

thestudy!

Shecame.

Me:Bona,MaMohajanesaidshesawacar

parkedoutsidewhenshewasdroppedoff.

Tshego:Ohyes..hershiftschanged..wasshe

abletodescribeit?

Me:yesbutdidn'tgettheregistration

plate..listen...NtateNdlovu.



Tshego:Whatabouthim?

Musa:remindwhothatisagain..

Me:theownerofthatbeautifulgreyhouse

oppositeourhouse.

Musa:OhGatsheni!

Me:Yeshim

Musa:GoOn...

Me:Hehadcamerasinstalledaftertheybroke

in.Oneofthosecamerasfacehisgate...

Tshego;Ohyes!Andawholelotofothersthat

areplacedatdifferentangles

Musa:dotheystillwork?

Tshego:Yes.Theydo.

Me:IthinkyouandBonginkosishouldgoand

askhimforthefootage..lasttimehesaidit

clearsafter72hours.



Hequicklycalledhiscousinandwasoutsoon

Tshego:Thatwasoutofmymind.

Me:Ihopeithelps.

Tshego:itshould.

Me:Ihopeitdoes.

Tshego:Tshepocalled.

Me:And?

Tshego:AndHe'scomingwithmum.

Me:She'salreadybeendischarged?

Tshego:yes.

Me:Tshepoprobablycharmedthepoordoctor.

Shegiggled.

Tshego:Youknowhedid.



Me:Ijusthopetheyfindthem.

Tshego:Theywill.

Me:Okay.

Tshego:Stopworrying.

Me:Saystheonewhowasdevastated

Tshego:therewasalotofblood..

Me:butTshegoyou....

Tshego:Itwasdevastating.

Therewasaknock.

"Ma'am,there'saBokangatthegate,youknow

him?"

Hehadtakenapicture.



Me:Youcanlethimin.

"Okay"

Heleftagain.

Tshego:Wow!

Me:Iknow.

BokangcameInafewminuteslater.

Bokang:SocanIbetoldwhyIhad5guns

pointedatmebeforeIcouldevengetoutofthe

car.

Tshego:MusaandTshepo

Bokang:areyouguysokay?

Me:Yesweare..Drink?

Tshego:I'llgethimadrink



Me:Ohthisisyouaskingmetoleave

Tshego;Yes.

Me:Heh!

Itookmyfoodandwenttothebedroom.Iwas

veryhappywhenMumarrived.Weonlyspent

20minuteswithherandshewenttorest.Noma

andTshepolefttooshortlyafterthatandallI

didwaswaitforMusatocomeback..Tshego

decidedtoleavewithherBokang..Iwaitedand

waitedandwaited.Till23:40

Me:Youhadmeworried.

Musa:Imfine.

Me:Well?

Musa:Theyallinjail.

Me:Areyouserious?

Musa:Andtheyallspokethetruth..shehired



amateurs.Wefoundthemjustafewkilosaway

fromthefillingstationinthatcar,highand

drunk.

Me:ohthankGod!Thankyou.

Musa:Gloria'trialstartsonMonday.

Me:sosoon?

Musa:Yes.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:What'swrong?

Me:Okay...

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:youknowIloveyouright?

Musa:Yes.



Me:buthonestly,Imissmyoldlife.Alifethat

hadnodrama,MusaIspenttheentireday

thinkingaboutthis.Wealwaysdealingwith

something.Imprettysuresomething'scoming

again..Ican'tdothisanymore..I'mtired.

Musa:youcan'tdo"us"anymore?

Me:Honestly,therewasnohavocWhenI

wasn'tinyourlifeandtherewasn'tanywhen

youweren'tinmine.There'salwayssomething

standinginourwayofhappiness.

Musa:Soyoureallysayingyoucan'tdo'us'

anymore?

Inodded.

Musa:funnyhowwesaidWe'dneverlet

anythingcomebetweenus.Yetyoulettingit.

Youcanpackyourbagsandleavetomorrow

morning.
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Musa:youcangostartpacking.

Hegotupfromthebedandwenttotheother

room.Ipackedmybagsandslept.Thenext

morning,Iwenttocheckonmum.

Me:Heymama.

Mum:HelloRea

Me:howareyou?

Mum:I'mOkay.Ijustwanttogobacktomy

house.

Me:I'llcomewithyou

Mum:Rea...

Me:Mamapleasedon'ttrytofightme.



Mum:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.I'llcallTshepotocomeand

fetchus.

Mum:what'swrongwithyourcar?

Me:ithastogoinforaservice

Mum:Okay.

Me:yesma'am

Mum:butyouhavemorethantwocarsinthis

house.

Me:Ijustdon'tfeellikedrivingma.

Mum:Youshouldhavejustsaidyoumiss

Tshepo.

Igiggled.

Me:okaymama.



IwentoutandcalledTshepo.

Me:hey.

Tshepo:Hey.

Me:Youatwork?

Tshepo;Nope

Me:Really?

Tshepo:Itsactuallymydayoff

Me:ohcanIbotheryou?

Tshepo;Yesyoucan.

Me:Canyoucomeandfetchus.

Tshepo;"us?"

Me:mumandI

Tshepo:Why?

Me:she'sgoingbackhome.

Tshepo:She'sgoinggotobealone?



Me:Hencethe"us"

Tshepo:Okay.I'llseeyouataround11then.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Tshepo:Sharp.

IwentbacktothebedroomandMusawas

gettingdressed.

Me:morning.

Musa:Hey.Yougood?

Me:I'mfineyou?

Musa:I'mokay.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Iseeyouallpackedandreadytogo.



Me:IAm

Musa:okay..

Hetookhiscarkeys.

Me:thattiedoesn'tgowellwiththatsuit.

Musa:Whichwill?

Me:Trythenavyblueonewiththelittlewhite

dots.

Musa:Okay.

Hetriediton.

Musa:Thankyou

Me:pleasure.

Musa;Haveagoodday.



Me:Youtoo.

HetookeverythinghehadputdownandI

watchedhimwalkaway..Iwenttoshower.

MademumfoodandwaitedforTshepogo

come.

Tshepo:HowareyouKgadi?

Mum:Ifeelbetter.

Tshepo:That'sgood.

Iwenttoputthebagsinthecarandlockedthe

house.

Tshepo:Won'tMusamissyou?

Mum:Goodquestion.

Me:Canwego?Ijustwanttotakecareofmy



mother.

Tshepohelpedmumgetintothecarandweleft.

Mum:Where'sTshego?

Me:ohshe'satwork.

Mum:Okay.

Me:Sheleftearlythismorning.

Mum:okay.

Tshepo:Youdon'tlikehernewboyfriendKgadi?

Mum:Ithinkhe'salovelyperson.

Me:Heis

Mum:soIdon'thaveaproblemwithhim

Tshepo

Tshepo:ohthat'sgood.

Mum:How'sNoma?



Tshepo:She'sokay.

Mum:Whenareyoumarryingher?

Tshepo:Soon.

Mum:Whenissoon?

Tshepo:VerysoonKgadi.

Mum:OkayTshepo.

Shedidn'twanttotalkanymore.Wefinallygot

home.

Me:Ma,yousure...

Mum:I'mfineRea.

Me:Okay..

Mum:Ijustwanttorest.

ItookHertoherbedroomandfoundTshepo

waitingformeinthekitchen.



Tshepo:Thetruth.

Me:Whattruth?

Tshepo:youandMusa.

Me:Tshepoplease.

Tshepo:Youpackedeverythingdidntyou?

Me:Canyouhookmeupwiththatfriendof

yours?Iwanttostartjobhunting.

Tshepo:Okay.

Me:thankYou.

Tshepo:pleasure.

Me:Youhaveweed?

Helaughed.

Tshepo:Youagain?

Me:Yesme.



Tshepo:come.

Wewenttotheback..Thatswhereweusually

smoked.

Tshepo:Reabilwe.

Me:Tshepo.

Tshepo:what'sgoingon?

Me:TshepoIreallydontwanttotalkaboutit

Tshepo;Okayokay.

Me:Dropitplease.

Tshepo:Isaidokay!

Me:Thankyou.

Wecontinuedsmokingandheleftataround

13:00andIgotacallFromEllatellingmeshe

wantstocomesoIletherknowwhereIam.



Ella:Hey.

Me:HeyElla.

Ella;Howareyou?

Me;I'mokay.

Ella:SoI'vebeentextingyou.

Me:I'msosorryfriend.Youwantsomethingto

drink?

Ella:Yesplease..Whatwasup?

Me:Therapy,travelling,Gloria,Musa'smother.

Ella:Eish.

Me:Yep.

Ella:I'msosorrythoughfriend.

Me:Thanksforallthemessagesyousent.

Ella:Andyoudidn'trespondtoanyofThose..

YouknowhowmanytimesIwantedtocome

andseeyou?



Me:it'sbeenreallycrazyhonestly.

Ella:Isitnotnow?

Me:Hopefullyyes.

Ella:How'smumdoing?Iheardaboutthe

attack

Me:She'sokay.

Ella:Andyou?

Me:I'mOkay.

Ella:Yousure?

Me:Yesfriend.

Ella:Gladyoufine.

Me:Andyou?

Ella:whataboutme?

Shesmiled.



Me:Who'sthatguyyouwerewithatthe

wedding?

Ella:Noone.

Me:Lies!

Ella:Xolani.

Me:WhichXolani?

Ella:Theonewewenttoschoolwith.

Me:Youlie!Xolanithestriker?

Ella;Yes.HesaidBongainvitedhimtothe

wedding.

Me:Boyishehandsomenow!

Ella:Iknowright!

Me:Andyou'vealwayshadacrushonme.

Ella:wellhe'snotjustacrushanymore...

Me:My!My!My!Spillitout...

Shedid.Ihadsuchagoodtimewithher.Ireally



missedher.MusaandIdidntspeakmuch,

actuallyatallbuthedidcomeseemumon

Fridaythough.OnSaturday,TshegoandI

decidedtoclean,bathandspendthedayinbed.

Tshego:whenareyouandMusafixingthings?

Me:Tshegoplease.

Tshego:okayfine..Ijusthopeyouknowwhat

youdoing.

Me:I'mstillenjoyingthepeace

Tshego:OkayReabilwe.

Me:YougoingtoBokang's?

Tshego:Yes.He'llComefetchmeataround

19:00

Me:Oh.

Tshego:whatisit?

Me:Thoughtwecouldgooutmaybe.



Tshego:nottodaysis.

Me;Okay.

Tshego;what'sBongaupto?

Me:hittingandrunning.

Tshego:andElla?

Me:she'swithXolani..Don'tworryaboutme.I'll

watchmovies.

MynotificationtonewentoffandICheckedmy

phone

Me:ohwow.

Tshego:what'sup?

Me:Fezilejustpostedsomethingoninsta..

Tshego:let'ssee.

Igavehermyphone.



Tshego:Wherearethey?

Me:Ghana..theyarewithDavid.Theonethat

gotmarried.

Hehadpostedacoupleofpictures.

Tshego;theylooknice

Me:Theydo.

IwaslookingatMusa.

Tshego:"youguysarehot""youguysaregoals"

"Musa'sisonpointthough""TheMabasa

brothersareflames"

Shewasreadingthecomments.



Tshego:"Musawhere'syourring?Aren'tyou

married"

Me:someoneaskedthat?

Tshego;yes.

Me:Didherespond?

Shekeptquiet.Isnatchedthephone

Me:"Youaskalot.ImmahityouupassoonasI

landonMonday"
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Tshego:Reafixthingswithhim.

Me:fixwhatTshego?

Tshego:Whosaidmarriagewon'thaveits



challenges?

Ikeptquiet.

Tshego:Idon'tknowyoulikethis.Rea,you've

nevergivenuponanythinginyourlife.You

soldieron..whathappened?Yougivingupon

someonethatreallylovesyou?Someoneyou

love?

Me:youdontunderstandTshego.

Tshego:Idounderstand.youtiredofthedrama.

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Butevenifyouweren'tmarriedto

Musaandtosomeoneyou'dstillhavedrama.

Allthesefamilieshaveskeletons.AndneedI

remindyouthatthisdramathatwe'vejust

comeoutfromwascausedbyyourmother?



Satstill.

Tshego:You'lldie.You'lldieoflonelinessI'm

tellingyou.

Shegotup

Me:Wheretonow?

Tshego;Gettingready.ItoldyouBokangis

coming.

Me:Oh

Iswitchedmyphoneoffandpulledthecovers

up.

Tshego:Yougoingtodepressyourself?

Me:Imnotdepressingmyself.



Tshego:Okay.

Me:Yes..

Tshego:Whichtop?

Me:Thewhiteone.

Tshego:Thankyou.

Me:Pleasure.

Tshego:Andthis?

Me;Youboughtlingerie?

Igiggled.

Tshego:Youtaughtmeathingortwo.

Me:mumhadbetternotseethat.Shesaysit's

theSatan'sunderwear.

Shelaughed.



Tshego:Mum'soldfashioned.

Me;Tellmeaboutit.Thatblackoneisverysexy.

Tshego:Oh...here.

Shepassedmetheredone.

Tshego:That'sforyou.

Me:Youboughtmelingerie?

Tshego:Iordered3online.Thetwoforme,one

foryou

Me;Wellthisissexy.

Tshego:youlikeit?

Me:Ido.

Tshego:Gladyoudo.ButyousinglenowsoI

wonderwhoyou'llwearitfor.

Me:Myself.



Shegiggled.

Tshego:Someone'sgettoseeyouinthat.

Me:Whydontyouwearthatlingerieunderyour

outfit?

Tshego:Iwasthinkingofthat.

Me:Itwillbelikeagiftwaitingtobeunwrapped.

Tshego:WellI'mgettingunwrappedsweety

Me:Sotellme,who'snicer?

ShelaughedAgain.

Tshego:didyoujustaskmethat?

Me:yes.I'veonlyhadoneinmeso...

Tshego:NeedIremindyouthatImyoursister?



Me:needIremindyouthatwearebestfriends

aswell.

Shesmiled.

Tshego:Bokang.

Me:younotJustsayingthatcozRich...

Tshego:no.Richardwasboring.

Me:Youbadmouthinghim?

Tshego:I'mnotbadmouthinghim.

Me:Youare.

Tshego:Itslikehefirstreaditfrommanual

and...

Ilaughed.

Tshego:I'mtellingyou



Me:Okayfine..Justfinishgettingready.

Tshego:packmytoiletrybag.

Idid.

Tshego:Yousureyou'llbefineherewithmum?

Me:I'lljustsleep

Tshego:Youknowitsonlyhalf6right?

Me:thenI'llwatchmovies.

Tshego:Andthensleep?

Me:yep

Tshego:poorchild..Swallowyourpride.

Igiggled.

Me:Thereain'tnopridehere.



Tshego:YouareaddictedtoMusa..youwillself-

destruct.

Me:NoIwont..besidesIhaveafewapplication

formstofillout.

Tshego:okaylilsis.

Me:Yesbigsis..youchurchingTomorrow?

Tshego;Ihaveto.You?

Me:Yes..haven'tbeentochurchinweeks.

Tshego:Itwasbecauseoftheweddingplans

Me:andthetravelling.

Tshego:Yes.Alotofthat.

ShefinishedpackingherovernightbagandI

watchedasshestyledherhair.

Me:youlookbeautiful.

Tshego:thankyou.



"Tshegofatso!"

Tshego:Ma!

Mum:BokangIshere

Tshego:I'mcoming.

Mum;Okay.

Shelookedatme.

Me:IsaidyouLookbeautiful.

Tshego:Iwantedyoutosayitagain.

Igiggledandhelpedherwiththeovernightbag.

Me:Youknowitsjustdinnerthengrindingon



eachotherright?

Shegiggled.

Tshego:Justpassmemybag.

Iwalkedherouttothelounge.

Bokang:ohheyRea.

Me:HeyBokangyougood?

Bokang:Iamheyyou?

Me:I'mokay.Youkidshavefun

Theylaughed.

Mum:Reawaphaphahle.



Tshego:toomuch.I'llseeyouallatchurch

Tomorrow.

Mum:Youkidsbetternotbelate.

Tshego:Wewontma.

Mum:good.

Theyleft.

Mum:Andyou?

Me:Me?

Mum:Younotgoingout?

Me:No.I'mlookingafteryou.

Mum:I'mfineRea..

Me:Mum,Pleasedontfightmeonthis.

Mum:where'sMusa?

Me:Ithinkhe'sinGhana.



Mum:doingwhatthere?

Me:he'swithhiscousinbrothers.

Mum:ohitsaboys'thing?

Me:Ithinkso.

Mum:Okay.

Me:I'llbeinthebedroom

Mum:Doingwhat?

Me:Watchingmoviesma.

Mum:Okay.

Me:yesma'am.

Itookonestepforward.

Mum:Reabilwe?

Me:Ma?

Mum:Areyouokay?



Me:Iamma.

Mum:Yousure?

Me:Justtired.

Mum:okaygorestthen.

Iwentbacktothebedroom,filledouttheforms

andwatchedmovies.Isleptataround21:00

andthenextday,MumandIwenttochurch.

BokangandTshegoweretherebeforeus.

TshepowastherewithNomaandhissister

NkeleandBongawasalonesoIwenttojoin

him

Me:Youlookhungover.

Bonga:Iam.

Me:Musthavebeenrough.

Bonga:youhavenoidea.

Me:welltrytokeepyoureyesopen.



Helaughed.

Bonga:Iwill.

TheServicewasverynice..Itwasrefreshing.

Therestofthedaywentwellandthenext

Monday,ataround16:00,Musacametoseehis

motherinlaw.HewaswithherforanhourandI

hadtowalkhimout.

Musa:youlosingweight.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:YounoteatingRight?

Me:howwasGhana?



Musa:Fun.

Me:didyouhitherup?

Musa:Hitwho...oh!

Me:welldidyou?

Musa:how'sthatyourconcernthough?

Ikeptquiet

Musa:LookReabilwe,wegettingold,weare

gettingoldandyoudontknowwhatyouwant.

I'mnotgoingtochaseafteryouorplaygames

withyou.Whosaiditsgoingtobeeasy?You

alwaysthefirsttoruninthismarriageand

honestly,I'mgettingtiredofyourshit!Iloveyou

IdobutThere'sonlysomuchIcantake..

Me:Ididn't...

Musa:youhavealotofgrowinguptodoand

untilthenkeepawayfromme.
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Hegotintothecarandleft..Iwentbacktothe

house.

Mum:thatwasquick

Me:Hegotacallfromoneofhisemployees.

Mum:MusaIsalwaysbusy

Me:Heis..I'mgoingtoElla's

Mum:areyouokay?

Me:I'mfinema.

Mum:okay.

IwalkedtoElla's.



Ella:wellyoulookmiserable.

Me:wowthanksElla.

Ella:Keng?

Me:Ohit'snothing.

Ella:Don'tlietome

Me:I'mnot.

Ella;OkayLook,youneedtostopbottlingthings

in

Ilookedather.

Ella:Talk

Isighed.

Ella;keMusa?



Me:SomethingLikethat

Ella:Whatnow?

Me:ItoldhimIcan'tkeepupwiththedrama

that'salwayshappeningbetweenus.

Sheputherhandsonherwaist.

Ella:Areyoustupid?

Me:Ella?

Ella:Okayyouare.

Me;Excuseme!

Ella:youare!Youknowwhatyourproblemis?

Ikeptquiet.

Ella:I'lltellyouanyway.



Me:Ifiguredyouwould.

Ella:Youdon'tthink.Youjustdoit

Me:That'snottrue.

Ella:Tellmeyouthinkmarriageisabedof

roses?

Ididn'tanswerthat.

Ella:Lookatme,yourfriend..mymarriage

lastedmeafewmonthsbutIhadbeenwith

Mosesforyears..Rea,lifeisdramatic.Accept

that!

Me:Yeahbut...

Ella:thereisno"but".Youneedtogrowup!You

can'tkeeprunning.

Keptstill.



Ella:You'lllosehimandIwontevenofferyou

tissue.

Shewasn'thavingit.

Me:IthinkI'mgoingtoleavenow.

Ella:Andgetbacktoyoursenses.

Itookmyphoneandwalkedbackhome.

Mum:Thatwasquick.

Me:Itwas.

Mum:Issheathome?

Me:Sheis.

Mum:Youhadafight?



Me:Notreallyma.

Mum:Notreally?

Me:Noma'am

Mum;What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Nothingmama.CanIjustsleep?

Mum:okay.

Me:Yesma'am

Iwenrtothebedroomandslept.

Tshego:Girlwakeup!

Igotup.

Me:Tshego.

Tshego:Youstilldepressed?



Me:Iamnot.

Tshego:Gotyouchocolate.

Me:OhthanksSis.

Tshego:Yousentthedocumentstothe

differentcompanies?

Me:YesIdid

Tshego:That'sgood.

Me;CanIjustgobrushmyteeth?

Tshego:yesyoucan.

Iquicklywenttodothatandfoundher

choppingonions.

Tshego:Younotpregnantagain?

Me:NoTshego,Ihadmyperiodlastweek.

Tshego:ImJustasking.

Me:I'lltakethetesttomorrowmorningokay?



Tshego:Imeanthelasttimeyousleptthis

much...

Me:No.I'mjustreallytired.

Tshego:getyou.

Me:Thankyou..sodidBokanglovethelingerie?

Shesmiled.

Tshego:Hedid.

Me:that'snice.

Iwasn'tgoingtofishformore.

Tshego:Younotfishingformore?

Me:Nope.



Igiggled.

Tshego:Thatisunlikeyou.

Me:I'llfindtheperfectdaytofish.

Tshego:youspoketoMusa?

Me:Hewasheretoseemum.

Tshego:And?

Ishookmyhead

Tshego:thatbad?

Me:Yep.Hetoldmetokeepawayfromhim

Tshego:Youthinkhehitthatgirl?

Me:No.

Tshego:soyougoingtokeepawayfromhim?

Me:Idontknow.



Tshego:Isee.

Me:Yep.

Myphonerang.Greattimny.Iwsnsr

Me:B.

Bonga:R.

Me:Whatsup?

Bonga:Nothing.Youstillaround?

Me:yesIam.

Bonga:Okayseeyouin5

Me:Coolnoproblem.

Hehungup

Tshego:Yougoingout?



Me:Bonga'saround.

Tshego:ohokay.

Me:I'mgoingtohaveasmokeokay?

Tshego:Youstillonthat?

Me;Yes.

Tshego:Reabilwe!

Me:I'llseeyoulater.

IwaitedforBonga.

Bonga:Youlookugly

Me:Ijustwokeup

Bonga:Really?

Me:youhaveweed?

Bonga;Ialwayshaveweed.

Me:CanI?



Bonga.Feelfreetorollone.

Me:Thankyou.

Idid..

Bonga:stressed?

Me:Yes..AboutgettingaJob.

Bonga:You'llgetajob.

Me;When?

Bonga:Soon.

Me:Ihopeso

Bonga:Andyou'llrollinginit

Me:Likeyouwillberight?

Bonga;we'vealwayssaidwewantedtoberich.

Me:haveresorts.

Bonga:ownproperty



Me:Havebars.

Welaughed.

Bonga:Andspenditallonweed.

Me:WesaidWe'dbuyaplottogrowweedon.

Helaughed.

Bonga:Thinkwecanstilldothat?

Me:yeahactually.Idon'tseewhynot.Just

becausewegrowndoesn'tmeanwehaveto

giveuponthedreamswehad.

Bonga:thatactuallymakessense.Pass.

Ipassedhimthejoint.



Me:WassheNice?

Helaughed.

Bonga:No.Ichosethewrongonethisweekend.

Wesmokedalotofweedwhilejammingand

talkingallsortsofcrazy.Hedecidedhe'dsleep

athisparents'houseitwastoolatetodrive.It

wasabout23:54

Me:Ihopeyouwakeuptomorrowmorning.

Bonga:Iwill.

Me:Cozwhenyousleeplateyouwakeuplate.

Bonga:AlarmReaman.

Me:youlovethesnoozebutton

Bonga:Nottrue.



Me:seeyoulater?

Bonga:YesIwill

Me:Byefriend.Loveyou!

Bonga:Loveyouchomiyaka!

Ihighfivedhimandheleft.Ilockedthegates

andwentin.Allthelightswereoutbutthe

loungeonecameonassoonasIwasasI

grabbedthebedroom'sdoorhandle.

Mum:Rea!

Me:Ma?

Mum:Comehere.

Iwenttoher

Mum:I'mnotstupid,I'vebeenonthisearthfor



sometimenowandI'veknownyoufor24years.

Youaresomeone'swife,youcannotbeoutwith

otherguystillthishour...

Me:Mama,Bonga'smy...

Mum:Isawyourbags.You'vepacked

everything.What'sgoingon?

Ikeptquiet.

Mum:Reabilwe,younotheretotakecareofme.

You'vemovedbackhereright?

Silence.

Mum:Youdonotbelongtomeanymore.You

aremarriedReabilwe.Youwantyourinlawsto

comehereandsayIdemandedmoneyfrom

thembutI'mstill...callMusaandtellhimto



comefetchyou.

Me:now?Maitsmidnight.

Mum:1Corinthians7:10"TothemarriedIgive

thiscommand(notI,buttheLord):Awifemust

notseparatefromherhusband"

Me:Mama...

Mum:Rea,youwillnotsleepinthishouse.I

don'tcareifitsmidnightornot.
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Me:mamait's...

Shegavemeaverythreateninglook.

Me:I'llgogetmyphone.

Mum:Youbetterhurry.



Iwenttogetit.

Tshego:youintrouble?

Me:I'vebeentoldtoleaveThehouse.

Tshego:Now?

Me:Yes.Versesquoted.

Tshego:youbettergoba...

Mum:Reabilwe!

Tshego:Backtoher.

Iwenttothelounge.

Mum:Callhim.

Idialledhisnumber.Itrangabout4timesand



hepickedup.

Musa:Hello?

Me:UmmhididIdisturbyoursleep?

Musa:noactuallyworking.

Mum:Tellhim

Iclearedmythroat

Me:Canyoupleasecomeandfetchme?

Musa:now?

Me:yes.

Musa:what'sgoingon?

Me:Musaplease.

Musa:Okay.I'llbetherein25



Hehungup.

Mum:good.Gowaitoutside.

Me:Mamait's...

Mum:takeyourbagsandwaitoutside,

ReabilweIwanttosleep.Ispentmyentirelife

tryingtoteachyoutheword,howtoabidebyit

andyourefusetolisten?Gotakeyourbags.

Iwenttogetthem.

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Tshego:goodluck.

Me:Thankyou.Loveyousis.

Tshego:loveyoutoo.

Ihuggedandkissedherthenwentoutside.



Mumlockedthedoorsandminuteslater,The

loungelightwentoff.Tshegokepttextingme

andMusafinallyarrived.

Musa:what'swrong?

Hestillhadthesamefacehehadwhenhetold

meto"growUp".

Me;Mumkickedmeout.

Musa:Why?

Me:saidIshouldgobacktothehouse.

Iwasfeelingcold.

Musa:Let'sgo.Itschilly.



Hetookmybagsandputtheminthecar.I

didn'tknowwhattosaytohim.Ithinkhehad

figureditout.Weweresilenttillwegottothe

houseandhetookmybagstotheguestroom.

Musa:I'mgoingbacktowork.

Me:okay.

HelefttheroomandIkepttossingandturning

intheguestroomuntil5am.Hewasalready

goneby6andthat'swhenImanagedtosleep.I

wokeupataround12andstartedwiththe

cleaning.

Noma:Rea?

Me:heyNomahowareyou?

Noma:I'mgood.Whereareyou?Stillat

Rakgadi's?



Me:No.I'mnot.

Noma:Backtoyourhouse?

Me:yes

Noma:canIcomeseeyoutoday?

Me:canwemeetforlunchmaybe?

Noma:I'dlovethat.

Me:half2?

Noma:Sure

Me:seeyousoon.

Noma:okaybabe.

Ihungupandfinishedcleaning,wenttotakea

bathanddecidedtoubertothemall.Onmy

waythere,IgotacallfromTshego.

Tshego:Heyhowdidyousleep?

Me:Didn'tsleepatall.



Tshego:AskieshleNana.

Me:It'sokay.

Tshego:Mum'sconvincedyoudidsomething

badtoMusa.

Me:Likewhat?

Tshego:Thatyouangeredhim.

Me:OkayI'lltalktomumsoon.

Tshego:Youbettercozshekeepsonshouting

here.

Me:ButI'mnoteventhere.

Tshego:Youthinkshecares?

Me:I'msorrysis

Tshego:Rea?

Me:Hey?

Tshego:JustfollowyourheartOkay?

Me:Okay.



Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Talktoyoulater?

Tshego:Yougoingtohavetoforgivemeonthis

onebutImnotsleepinginthishousetoday.

Me:Tshego!

Tshego:Nonono..Ican't.

Me:butwhatitthey...

Tshego:Noonewillattackma.Theyallinjail

remember?.

Me:Okay.

Tshego:Andsheneedsspace.

Me:For?

Tshego:HerselfandherBible.

Me:Okay,I'lltextyoulaterokay?

Tshego:Okay.

Me:Bye.



Tshego:Byebabe.

IhungupandIfoundNomawaitingforme.Her

bumpwasgrowing,Iwontliebutitopeneda

woundthatwasstillhealing

Me:Hey.

Noma:Youokay?

Me:Iam.Youlookbeautiful.

Noma:Thankyou.Reaareyouokay?

Me:Iam..how'sthepregnancytreatingyou?

Noma:Imcarefulthistime

Me:Thatmakessense.

Noma:Andhowareyouafterallthathappened?

Me:I'mhanginginthere.

Noma;youdon'tLookokaythough.



Itriedtogetridofthelumpbygiggling.

Me:I'mfine

Noma:okay

Me:it'sjustnotagoodday

Noma:OhI'mSorry

Me:It'sokay..I'mhungry.Canwe?

Noma:Yesplease.

Wetookabout3minstomakeupourminds

thencalledthewaiter.

Me:IsTshepostilltreatingyouright?

Noma:heisactually.

Shesmiled.



Me:I'mhappyforyou

Noma:Itsallthankstoyou

Me:Youneedtostopsayingthat.

Shelaughed.

Noma:I'msorry.

Me:Wealldeservetobehappy.

Noma:that'strue.

Me:Soyourfamily?

Noma:Mumunderstandsnow.Ithinkshe

realizedhowtoxicMusa'smumisafterYou

miscarried...

Me:Ididn'tmiscarry.Shekilledmychild..don't

sugarcoatit.

Noma:Okay...sherealizedthatthen.



Me:Soshe'sacceptedyourrelationshipwith

Tshepo?

Noma:Yesactually..she'scomingtovisitus

tomorrow.

Me:Ohthat'sgreatnews..

Noma:Shewantstomeetyou.

Me:I'llcomethrough.

Noma:thankyouverymuch!

Me:Dontmentionit.

Wehadlunchandhonestly,Iwashappywhenit

wasover.AllIwantedtodowasseemy

therapistandaskifthiswasnormalornot.I

madeanappointmentforthenextdayandwent

tothenurserytogositthere..wehadn'tmoved

anything.Musahadkeptitlockedallthetime.I

wasluckyenoughtofindthekey..Isattherein

silenceasIdustedeverythingthere.Wentto

findanotepadandjuststarted,itwas



somethingthetherapistsaidwouldhelp..

"Ionlyhadthechancetocarryyouinmytummy

butnotinmyarms,onlysawyouonce,only

throughascanandneveragain,Imisslistening

toyourheartbeat,missyourlittlekicks,Ilooked

forwardtohavingyou.Toyouchoosingme

overyourdad.Ilookedforwardtoseeingyour

faceeverydayofmylifeandwatchingyougrow

intoanamazingyoungmanlikeyourfather...."

Ifeltthetearsonmyface..Iwasstillnotover

him.

"IfIcouldturnbackthehandsoftime,Iwould.I

hopeonedayI'llbeabletofullyhealfrom

this..."

Musa:pleasestopcrying.



Ilookedup.

Me:I'msorry.

Musa:youlookedforthosekeysandfinally

foundthem?

Inodded.

Musa:Come.

Igotupfromthefloorandhelockedthedoor

again.

Me:Musa?

Musa:Rea?

Me:I'mreallysorry.



Musa:For?

Iwipedthetearsoffmyface.

Me:Fornotbeingstrongenoughtofightfor

yourchild'slife,foralwayswalkingawaywhen

thingsgetrough.ForalwaysthrowingInthe

towel.I'msorryforfailingyou.Justforgiveme

please.

Musa:ImwithyoubecauseIsawpotentialin

you.Idontknowwhatgoesoninyourhead.

Me:Idontknowtoo.

Musa:Rea,youdothisshitagain,you'llloseme.

I'llletthemsnatchmefromyou.Idonthave

timeforgames.
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Me:Musa!

Musa:pleasestopcallingMe.

Me:Canyouatleastcomehere?

Iwaitedforhim.

Musa:Yesma'am?

Me:Youneedtochangethelightbulbs.

Musa:Baby,IsaidI'lldoit.

Me:You'vebeensayingthatforthepast3days

Musa:Iknowbabybut...

Me:butchangethem!

Musa:Okay

Me:nowplease.

Musa:Okay.



Itwasamonthlatersinceour"I'llletthem

snatchmefromyou"moment.Therehadbeen

nodramaandwerebacktoourselves.Ihada

newjob.Wellaninternship.

Musa:howwaswork?

Igiggled.

Me:Really?

Musa:I'mbeingacaringhusband.

Me:Really?

Musa:Okaythat'sjusttheonepartIdon'tcare

about.

Me:You'llbestrong.

Musa:doyouneedtoworkthere?

Me:yes.



Musa:Why?

Me:CozIneedtogainexperience

Musa:Andyoucan'tgainitinmycompany?

Ilaughed.

Me:youmissedthelessononNepotisminone

ofyourbusinessmodules?

Musa:Itsmycompany.

Me:andI'mNotinterested

Musa:Youcan'tsaythat.

Me:I'mserious

Musa:Youreallydontneed...

Me:noBabyplease!Wecan'tbeduscussing

thisagain!

Musa:Imjustsaying.

Me:AndI'mjusttellingyouthatIwon'tbea



housewife.

Musa:Can'tyouletmeprovide?

Me:noone'sstoppingyoufromproviding.

Musa:Okay.let'sjustdropthis.

Me:Thankyou.

Hesighed.

Musa:youhaveanupdateonGloria'scase?

Me:30

Musa:What?

Me:Thirtyyearsinjail.

Musa:Theystilldishoutsuchheavysentences?

Me:Yep.

Musa:That'sbad.

Me:Shedeservesit.



Musa:How'syourbrotherThapelotakingit?

Me:Dontknow.

Musa:andyoudon'tcare?

Ishookmyhead.

Musa:Rea!

Me:Hedoesn'tcallortextme.Tshidiisabit

sadthough.

Musa:Baby?

Me:Hellomyperson.

Musa:youarejustnotwillingtotryandreach

out?

Me:nope.

Musa:Youknowyougoingtoneedhimright?

Me:Itextedhimandhedidn'treply.Lifegoes

on.



Musa:justlikethat?

Me:Lifebaby!

Musa:Okay.

Me:DidNompigiveyouTheproposal?

Musa:yesshedid.

Me:And?

Musa:It'sGood.

Me:and?

Musa:AndItoldhertogotoschool.

Me:Musa!

Musa:Hellobaby

Me:Willyoufundher?

Musa:stillthinking.

Me:Comeon

Musa:I'llfindyoursisterinlaw.



Ismiled.

Me:Youthebest..

Musa:Iknow.

Me:Say"thankyou"

Musa:okaybabythankyou.

Me:Gratitude.

Musa:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoucheeringher

onlikethis.

Me:BecauseItrulybelieveshecanmakeit.

Musa:Ifsheflops...Ifsheflopsbaby.

Me:Shewon't.

Musa:ifshedoesIwantmymoneyback.

Me:Fromwho?

Musa:you.



Ilaughed.

Me:goodluck.Shewon'tflop.

Musa:Shebetternot.

Irolledmyeyes.

Musa:Westillhavingpizzatonight?

Me:nah.Goingout.

Musa:Ohyoutakingmeout?

Me:YesIam.WellI'mtakingmeoutyoujust

accompanyingme.

Helaughed.

Musa:Toyouthatmakessenseright?



Me:Alotofsense.

Musa:Figureditwould.

Me:Soweleaveinanhour.

Musa:Iwanttoshowyousomething,gogetthe

laptopplease.

Iwenttogetitcozhewasbusymakinga

smoothie.Idon'tknowwhathisdealwaswith

that.

Me:Okay.Password.

Musa:mskelly@2510

Ilaughed.

Me:really?



INEVERusedhislaptopsoIwouldn'tknow.He

giggled.

Musa:Yes.

Me:Sothe2510?Youtryingtonotforgetthe

dayyoudefloweredme

Helookedatmeandlaughed.

Musa:Soyoulookedatthenegative?

Me:AmIwrong?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Then?

Musa:thedaywemetBaby.

Me:okay.

Musa:Youdon'tbelieveme?

Me:whatdidyouwanttoshowme?



Hechuckled.

Musa:Pictures.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttothepictures

Musa:Whatdoyousee?

Me:Picturesofmeandyou.

Musa:Scrolldown.

Me:Okay.

Idid.

Me:houses.



Musa:Chooseonethatyoulike.

Me:Why?

Musa:Youlikethis7roomedhouse?

Me:It'scomfortable.

Musa:Forpeoplewhoaregoingtohave3more

kids?

Me:okaybutwenotthereyet.

Musa:Okay,I'mnotcomfortableinthishouse.

Me:that'swhyyouDontchangethebulbs?

Hegiggled.

Musa:maybe.

Me:okay.

Musa:Okay?

Me:wecangoviewthehouses.



Musa:yousure?

Me:YesIAm.

Musa:Wellthankyou.

Me:Ihaven'tsaidyesyetsochill.

Musa:Ouch.

Me:Sorry.

Wewenttogetreadyfordinnerandwent

out..thenextday,IwasoffsoIspentmytime

lazingaroundcozmymoodhadbeenruined.

WhenMusacameback,hewasveryshocked.

Musa:Heybaby

Me:Hellomylove.

Musa:yougood?

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:Didyoubathtoday?



Me:Nope.

Musa:That'sunlikeYou.

Me:Iknowright?

Musa:Youatesomething?

Me:Nope.

Musa:haiboRea.

IpulledtheblanketupcozIwasfeelingcold.

Me:Howwasyourday?

Musa:Wenottalkingaboutyourfoulmood?

Me:Notyet.

Musa:Mydaywasfine.

Me:justfine?

Musa:yes..Howwasyours?

Me:Asyoucansee.Verylazy.



Musa:andwhy'sthat?YouLookdepressed.

Me:Imfeelingveryinsecureactually.

Musa:goon.About?

Me:SowhenyousaidYouwantedustoget

anotherhouseyoualreadyknew...here.

Hetookit.

Musa:Youknowitsgoingtobedifferentthis

timearoundright?

Me:Ihopeitis.Ipraytheseinsecuritiesfade.I

don'twantanythingtohappentothischildI'm

carrying.
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Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Musa:nothingwill.

Me:yousure?

Musa:I'msure.

Me:okaysoyouknew?

Musa:kindof.

Me:how?

Musa:feltIt.

Me:Don'tlie.

Musa:Youreatinghabitschanged.

Me:mmm

Musa:you'vestoppedeatingbiltong.

Ilaughed.



Me:okayyes.

Musa:Andyou?

Me:I'vegottenusedtomybody.Ifeltabitsick,

thoughtI'mhavingmyperiodbutnothingso

todayIwasinafoulmoodanddecidedtojust

check.

Musa:Andareyouhappy?

Me:Idon'tknowhowI'mfeeling.

Musa:That'sokay.

Me:Isit?

Musa:Itis

Me:Butit'sgoodnewsright?

Musa:itis.ExceptthatFormulaeanddiapers

areexpensive.

Igiggled.



Me:Saystheonewhowantsto"provide".

Provideforyourdaughter.

Musa:soYouthinkitsagirl?

Me;Yes.

Musa:nah.Ithinkit'saboy.

Me:we'llseethen.

Musa:weeks?

Me:Thetestsaystwo.

Musa:wanttogotoyourdoctor?

Ishookmyhead.

Musa:isitthatbadbaby?

Me:Idon'ttrustanyonenow..

Musa:Eventhedoctor?

Me:evenher.



Hesmiled

Musa:Youknowitsgoingtobefineright?

Me:WellIguessso.

Musa:I'mtellingyou.

Me:I'mnottellinganyone

Hegiggled.

Musa:Youknowyougoingtostartshowing

right?

Me:They'llknowwhenIstarttoshow.

Musa:NotevenTshego?

Me:ThatonewillprobablytellmeIam.I'llwait

forhertoaskorgivemeapregnancytest

Musa:whateveryouwant.



Me:I'mgoingtobathnow..

Musa:anditsunlikeyou.

Me:Iwasfeelingdown

Musa:Youfeelupnow?

Me:wellyouherearen'tyou?

Hesmiled.Ididtoo.

Musa:Whatisitnow?

Me:Youhaveabeautifulsmile.

Musa:youkeeptellingmethat.

Me:Cozitisbeautiful.

Musa:Iknow.

Iclickedmytongueandhegiggled.



Me:I'mgoingtobath.

Musa:CanIjo...

Me:Nope!Idon'tbathwithungratefulpeople.

Musa:ButIknowmysmileisbeautiful.

Me:Untilyoulearntosay"thankyou"don'tbath

withme.

Musa:Younotdoingyourwifelyduties.

Me:Saystheonewho'snotdoinghishusband

duties.Don'tfollowme!

Musa:Yousee?

Me:Staythere.Usetheotherbathroom.

Musa:MsKelly...

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ilefthimthereandwenttotakeabath.Itook

anhourinthereandwhenIwasdone,hewas

cooking.



Me:Musawenkosi

Musa:Ichangedthelights.

Igiggled.

Me:whatdidIsay?

Musa:IknowI'mgoingtogetshoutedatwhen

myfullnameisused.

Me:soIwanttoknowsomething.

Musa:yes?

Me:Whenwefirstmet,whywasn'tItakento

thatapartmentofyoursbuttoahotel?

Musa:Youweremeanttobeaonenightstand.

Me:LikeIsaidIwasinthecar?

Musa:Yes.WhenyoucameintomylifeIwasn't

upforarelationship.



Me:Ohthen?

Musa:Thenyourselfrespecthadmedrawnin.

Me:Selfrespect?

Musa:Yes.Thesedaysnooneisavirginat23.

Me:Mmm...IsleptwithamanIdidn'tknow.

Musa:no.Yousleptwithyourhusband.

Me:Sothat'swhyyoucameback?

Musa:wellyourfacemademecomeback.You

wereveryembarrassed.

Me:Iwas.Ihadn'tdoneanythinglikethat

before..andthenyouwentAWOLonme.

Musa:Youhaven'tforgivenmeforthat?

Me:Itmademefeelcheap.

Musa:I'msorry..

Me:Youneedtomakeituptome..

Musa:ButIdid.ItookyoutoZanzibar.

Me:AndIgotintotroubleforthat..



Helaughed.

Musa:I'msorry

Me:Itsallovernow.

Musa:itis.

Me:AndI'mveryhappyitis

Myphonerang.

Me:Mama?

Mum:Bilwe.

Me:Howareyoumum?

Mum:I'mfine.Youkidswanttocomeoverfor

dinner?

Me:wellMusaisalsocookingsoIdontknow

ma.



Mum:Rea,whenlastdidIseeyou?

IlookedatMusaandhenodded.

Me:We'llcomema.

Mum:Seeyousoon..

Me:okayma

Ihungup.

Musa:Dinneratmum's?

Me:Yep

Musa:Okay.

Me:Youfinewithit?

Musa:Iactuallymissher

Me:Okaythen.



Musa:Now?

Me:youshowered?

Musa:ohsoyoudon'tthinkIdid?

Me:Iwasjustasking.

Musa:Ididbaby.

Istartedputtingawaythethingshehadout.

Musa:yougoingtoherdressedlikethat?Track

pantsandanoversizedshirt?

Me:yep.

Helookedatme.

Musa:Readontyouthinkyoushouldatleast

lookgoodforthefoodshecooked?



Ilaughed.

Me:Excuseme?AreyousayingIDontlook

good?

Musa:that'snotwhatImeant.

Me:Nothatswhatyoumeant.

Musa:Itsabithotfortrackpants.

Me:no.Ihadablankieonwhenyoucameback

fromwork.

Musa:Areyoufeelingcoldnow?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Then?

Me:I'llgowearajean

Musa:andwearanothershirtthatisnotmine.

Me:Sowecontrollingoutfitsnow?

Musa:hey!YouTheworst.Youcontrolevery

outfit.



Me:That'snottrue.

Musa:itisandyouknowit.

Me:Ibuyyounicetops.

Musa:andIbuyyounicelingerie.

Igiggled.

Me:Musashutup.

Musa:Gogetdressed.

Iwenttochangeandweleft.

Musa:I'vemadeanappointmentfortomorrow.

Me:I'mnotgoingtoanydoctor.

Musa:Iknowthat..toviewtwohouses.

Me:Ohokay.



Musa:SoI'llfetchyoufromwork?

Me:that'sfine.

Musa:Athalfpast3

Me:Iknockoffat16:00.

Musa:sayyousickthenandnotgotowork

Me:Forgetit.You'llfetchmeat16:00.What

timeareweviewingthehouse?

Musa:17:00

HesaiditinaverylowregisterandIhithim

playfullyonhisshoulder.

Me:I'mgoingtoaskmumtoprayforyou.

Helaughed.

Musa:thoughtWe'dgooutforthethirty



minutes.

Me;Nope.Sorry.

Wefinallygothome..mumhadsetupinthe

garden.

Me:Yourdad'shere?

Musa:WellIseehiscar.

Me:Thismustbeserious.

Tshepo'scarwasthereaswell.

Musa:Orjustafamilydinner..

Me:Nope.

Thegardensetupwasreallynice.Reminded

meofChristmas'swespentwithdad.



Wewalkedinandfoundmum,hisdad,Nompi,

Noma,Tshego,Tshepoandhismotherall

sittingthere.

Me:Dumelang.

Iwasgettingangry.

Musa:What'sgoingonherema?

Hecouldn'tcontainit.

Mum:Canyoupleasesitdown?

Me:canwegobackhome?

Musa:Ithinkweshould.

Mum:MusaandRea....

M'smum:I'mheretoaskforyourforgiveness.



Shewasthin,verythin..Herskinwaspeeling

off.

Musa:I'mverysorrytosaywhatI'maboutto

saybutIhavetosayit...Ihateyou,Ihateyouso

muchandeverytimeIseeyourface,Ijustwant

tograbaknifeandstabyouamilliontimesso

youcantakeyourApologyNomasontoandgo

tohell!
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Weleftmum'sAndwentbacktoourhouse.We

werebothpissedactually.

Me:howdareshedothat?

Musa:don'tblameher..



Me:SheknowsI'mstillhealingfrom

Phiwokuhlesowhy?

Musa:MumbelievesinForgiveness.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Areyouhungry?

Hedidntwanttotalkaboutitanymore.

Me:Iam.

Musa:okay.

Me:Wenottalkingaboutthis?

Musa:No.

Me:Okay.I'mhungry.

Musa:whatdoyoufeellike?



Me:You.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Notmesweety

Me:okay,youdontlooklikeanicesnacktoday

anyway

Hesmiled.

Musa;Yourcomebackgamethesedays.

Me:yes!

Musa:youareameanwife.

Me:saysthemeanhusband.

Musa:whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:I'llmakemyownfood.



Musa:oh?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Youmad?

Me:nope.

Musa:youlookmad..

Me:I'mnotmad.

Musa:okay.

Iwenttofindsomethingtoeatinthefridge.

Me:youwantsome?

Musa:Nope.

Me:Iwon'tpoisonyou.

Helaughed.



Musa:Iknowyouwont.

Me:Okaysoyouwantmyfood?

Musa:No.

Me:MusaamIstillabadcook?

Hegiggled.

Musa:no.

Me:Butyoualwayssaynotomyfood.

Musa:Ieatyourfood

Me:Lies.

Musa:I'mnotlying.

Me:YouarelyingbutItsfine.

Musa:Rea?

Me:Musawenkosi.

Musa:I'mnotusedtobeingcookedfor.I've



beenabachelorforwhat...4years.Justone

nightstands.Hitthematnight.Theyleavein

themorning.

Me:ButI'mherenow.

Musa:Ithoughtwesharedtheresponsiblities

though.Youclean,washandiron.Icookand

driveyouaround.

Me:whichyouhardlydo.

Musa:Ialwaysdriveyouaround.

Me:yeahright

IfinishedmakingSandwiches

Musa:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Huh?

Musa;whatisonyourmind?

Me:Oh....



Ifiguredhewasstaring.

Me:Nothing

Musa:CanInotbeliedto?

Me:Yourmother

Musa:Nonono!

Me:Justlisten...

Musa;Fine.

Me:Ourtherapistsaid...

Musa:AlotofbullIdidn'twanttohear.

Musathough!

Musa:Babyplease

Me:yousaidyou'dlisten.



Musa:CozinmymindIthoughtyou'llsaywe

shouldhireahitmantokillher.

Icouldnthelpbutlaugh..

Me:SeeoutofallthecommandmentsIhave

nothonoredtwo.Itstopsthere.

Musa:netso?

Me:Netsobaby.

Musa:Okaythen..canwestoptalkingAbout

Noma?

Me:I'vestopped.

Musa:neveragain.

Me:never!

Musa:good.

Me:Done

Musa:Tv?



Me:Movie.

Wechoseamovieandsleptverylate.Thenext

dayhedroppedmeoffatwork,althoughhe

wantedtolockmeIn.

Musa:I'llseeyouat16:00

Me:okay.

Musa:Exactlyfour.

Me:YesMrLeornado..

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumorebaby.

Wekissed.

Musa:IbetIhavelipstickonmouth.

Me:Don'twipeitoff.



Musa:letthemknowI'mtaken?

Me:Yes.

Musa:comehere.

Ikissedhimagain.Itwasgoingonforthelong

timeandIknewhewasturnedon.Idrewback.

Musa:Don'tstop.

Me:Now?

Musa:Now..noonecanseeus.Lookaround

you.

Me:I'mgoingtobe...

Hislipswereonmineagain..wehadaquickiein

thecarandIhadtofixmyselfrealquick.

Me:Ihopetheydon'tletmego.



Musa:Ihopetheydo..

Me:ByeMabasa.

Musa:goodbyeMrsMabasa

ImadesureIlookedproperandgotoff.Iwasnt

lateluckily,thedaywentbyreallyslowandallI

wantedTodowasbewithmyhusband.Igota

callfromBongabeforelunchtime.

Bonga:Let'slunch.

Me:Where?

Bonga:thatplaceoppositeyourworkplace.

Me:I'dlovethat.

Bonga:in15?

Me:Yessir.

Bonga:Cool.



IhungupandIcounteddown.IfoundBonga

waitingforme.

Bonga:YouLooktired

Me:Iam.

Bonga:how'swork?

Me:Fine..

Bonga:madeanynewfriends?

Me:Nope.

Bonga:Whynot?

Me:justtheretogainexperience..Ihave

enoughfriends.

Bonga:youthough.

Me:butI'mbeinghonest.

Bonga:Youareglowing.

Me;I'mhappy

Bonga:itshows.



Me:Sowhat'sbeenhappeninginYourlife?

Bonga:Nothing.

Me:Youstillhittingandrunning?

Hegiggled.

Bonga:thesepastweekshaven'tchangedyou

Right?

Me:Nope.

Bonga:I'vemetanewgirl.

Me:Andyoucallthatnothing?

Bonga:Itsnothing.

Me:Doyouloveher?

Bonga:Ilikeher.

Me:Justlike?

Bonga:yes..wemet2weeksago.



Me:And?

Bonga:Andshe'salwaysatmyhouse.

Me:And?

Bonga:Andthesexisgreat.

Ilaughed.

Me;That'snotwhatIasked..whenwillImeet

her?

Bonga:Whendoyouwanttomeether?

Me:Thisweekend.

Bonga:Consideritdone.

Me:Coolthen.

WehadlunchandIwentbacktowork..Iwas

veryhappytoseeMusaparkedoutside.



Me:Heybaby.

Musa:helloMrsMabasa.

Me:Howareyou?

Musa:I'mOkay..howareyoutwodoing?

Me:Fine..howwasyourday?

Musa:Itwasokayyours?

Me:Slow.

Musa:Missedme?

Me;Very.

Hisphonerang,wasconnectedtothecar

Musa:Hello.

Nompi:Musa.

Musa:Nompilo.

Nompi:Nomasontoaskedmetocallyou.



Musa:why?

Nompi:shecomplicatedthismorning,she'sin

hospitalsoshewantstoseeyou

Musa;Nompilo,Dontmecutyouoffagain..I

justpastedyouback.

Nompi:shejustwantstoseeyou..thedoctors

aren'tsureifshe'sgoingtomakeitornot.

Musa:I'llaskdadWhenthefuneralis

Nompi:SoIshouldtellheryounotcoming.

Musa:Yes.GiveherfamilyMycondolencesin

advancethough.
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Hehungup.

Me:Baby...



Musa:Love?

Me:Youknowshewasjustthemessengerright?

Musa:she'samessengerthatknowsIdon't

wantanythingtodowithhermother.

Me:okay.

Ididn'twanttospoilhismood..

Musa:SodidanythingInterestinghappen?

Me:nope.IwaslunchingwithBonga

Musa:Howishe?

Me:Hesayshehasanewgirlfriend.

Musa:Finally.

Me:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Musa:sohecanlookingatyouthewayhedoes

Me:Bonga'soverme.



Musa:youthink?

Me:Yes.

Musa:openyoureyes.

Me:OhMusa!

Musa:Butthat'sOkay.SoWhenareyou

meetingthenewgirl?.

Me:Thisweekend

Musa:ohthatshouldbeinteresting.

Me;Ihopeitsanicegirl.

Musa:Youcan'tchoosehisgirlfriends.

Me:Ijustwanthimtobehappy.

Musa:Thatmakessense.

Me:Itdoes.

Wearrivedatthehouse.



Me:Thisisabeautifulhouse.

Musa:ItIs

Me:Hopeit'sbigenoughforyou.

Musa:Forus.

Theagent'scarwasalreadythere.

Me:Okaysothisisverybeautiful

Musa:YoufallingInlovewithit?

Me:yesIam..

Itwasveryspacious.Thegardenwasbeautiful..

Westeppedinside.

"Lovingitalready?"

Me:itisbeautiful!



"Iagree,I'mSarah"

Me:Kelly..Nicetomeetyou

Sarah:Likewise.

Musa:Musa.Butyoualreadyknowthat..

Sarah:Yes...Youtwoareabeautifulcouple.

Musa:Thankyou.

I'mgladhedidn'tsay"weknow"

Sarah:shallwe?

Me:Please.

Sheledtheway.Showinguseveryroom.

Musa:Ilikeit.

Me:SodoI



Sarah:itsreallycomfortable

Me:Iagree.Nottoobig.Nottoosmall.

Musa:thinkwecanseeanotherhousetoday?

Sarah:Wecan.

IwasconvincedbutAnyway...

Sarah:ReadyWhenyouare.

Musa:Leadthewayma'am.

Weleftthehouseandfollowedhertotheother

house.

Musa:Itstoleyourheart?

Me:Itdid.

Musa:Icanseethat



Me:Itfeelslikehome

Musa:Ibetyoualreadyknowhowyougoingto

setup.

Igiggled.

Me:youcanturnthatotherroomintoagaming

roomorwhateveryouwant.

Musa:Youjustgavemearoom?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Todowhatever?

Igiggled.

Me:I'lltakeitback.

Musa:Okayokay..thankyoubaby.



WearrivedAttheotherhouse.Itwas10

minutesawayfromthefirstoneweviewed.

Me:Nah.

Musa:nah?

Me:Idon'tlikeit.

Musa:Rea,youhaven'tevenSeenit.

Me:Imjudgingabookbyitscover.

IgotoutofthecarandSarahshowedusthe

house.

Sarah:Kellyyouquiet.

Me:Mmm

Musa:MsKelly?

Me:Ireallydon'tlikethishouse.

Sarah:betweenus,Idon'tLikeittoo.



Musagiggled.

Musa:There'snothingwrongwiththishouse.

Me:Itstoobig.

Musa:Besidesthat?

Me:That'sjustit.

Hesighed.

Musa:whencanweseetheotherhouses?

Sarah:Dayaftertomorrow.

Me:that'sperfect.

Musa:ThankyouSarah

Me:WeTakingthefirsthousebytheway.



Theylaughed

Musa;seeyousoon

Sarah:Seeyou.

Wewentbackhome

Me:I'mstarving.

Ireachedforice-cream

Musa:That'ssupposetohelp?

Me:Itishelping..Soyoulovethesecondhouse?

Musa:Ihavenoproblemwithit.

Me:youdont?

Musa:nope.



Me:Ilikethefirsthouse

Musa:Thenyou'llgetthefirsthouse.

AndIgotit.

4monthslater,wehadmovedintoournew

house.Iwasverycomfortable.Wellwewere.I

hadmetBonga'sgirlfriend..Ididn'tlike

her..Musa'smumhadpulledthrough.

Tshego:Youlooksick

Me:Iam.

Tshego:What'sit?

Me:IDontknow.

Tshego:Pleasegotoyourdoctor.



Me:I'llbefine.

Tshego:Thenauseaisreallygettingtoyouright?

Me:itis.

Tshego:I'msorry..

Me:Ihavetosoldieron.

Tshego:yesyouhaveto.How'swork?

Me:Horrible.

Tshego:Why?

Me:I'malwayssick

Tshego:Likeyousaid...Soldieron

Me:sotellme...

Iquicklyrantothebathroom..Ibrushedmy

teethforthe100thtimeandwentbackto

Tshego.

Tshego:Okaywegoingtothedoctor.



Me:Itsnormal.

Tshego:Soshecanprescribesomething..You

haventevencheckedhimorherout!

Me:Iknow.

Tshego:YouFine..

Me:Iknow.I'mtellingyouthat.

Tshego:Please.

Me:Okay

Icalledmydoctorandsetanappointmentfor

14:00

Me:happy?

Tshego:yep.

Me:Okay.Soyoucomingwithright?

Tshego:yestomakesurethatyougo.

Me:wow.How'sNomadoing?



Tshego:She'sreadytopop.

Me:IunderstandHer.

Tshego:y'alllikethingsthat'swhy.

Me;Tshegojustfinishyourfoodplease..

Iwasgettingannoyedwithher.Idon'teven

knowwhy.

ShefinishedhergoodandIwenttogetready

fortheappointment.Thedoctorsaideverything

Iwasfine,everythingwas..Iwenttodrop

TshegooffandwhenIgothome,Islept..

Musa:Wakeywakey

Islowlygotup..

Me:Hey.Whattimeisit?



Musa:18:00

Me:Oh..

Musa:Beensleepingforlong?

Me:Forabout3hoursnow.

Musa:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Ifeel.better.

Musa:Hadsomethingtotake?

Me:IwenttotheDoctor?

Musa:youdid?

Me:YesIdid

Musa:And?

Igavehimthesonograms.

Me:SorryIwentwithoutyou.

Musa:Thislooksveryweird.



Me:Itdoesright?

Musa:VeryIdon'tevenunderstand.

Me:GotitonDVDsoI'llexplain.

Musa:Andyouknowthegendernow?Ismykid

fine?

Igiggled.

Me;YourboysarefineMrLeornado.
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Musa:areyoukidding?

Me:NoI'mnot.

Musa:babyquitplaying.



Igiggled

Me:Imnotplaying.

Hejustkissedme.

Musa:Thisisbyfarthebestnews.

Me:Isit?

Musa:itis.

Me:Doublethetrouble?

Musa:Itsnothingwewon'tbeabletohandle.

Me:Wellifyouthinksosirthenitsokay.

Hisfacehadlitup.

Musa:Howdoyoufeel?



Me:Imhappy.

Musa:but?

Me:ButI'mblessed.

Hesmiled.

Musa:thelasttimeyouwerethishappywas

whenItookyoutoSaoTomeandPrincipe.

Me:AndIactuallyfeellikegoingbackthere.

Musa:youlovethatplacedontyou?

Me:It'smysecondheavenonthisearth

Musa:youhaveafirst?

Me:you.

Heblushed.



Me:areyoublushing?

Musa:IthinkIshouldknockyouupallthetime.

Youareaverynicepersonwhenyoupregnant..

Me:oh?

Musa:yes..wantustogoout?

Me:nope.I'mtired.

Musa;Babyyoualwaystired.

Me:Musa,I'masbigasawhale.

Musa:Noyounot.

Me:CanIhaveIce-cream?

Musa:And?

Me:skopas.

Musa:whydidn'tyouaskTshegotobringyou

some?

Me;Howaboutyoubeagoodhusbandand

drive...

Musa:youwantmetogooutandbuyyouthat?



Me:Yes.

Musa:Hai.Tellyourbodytobehave.

Me:ThereasonI'mlikethisisbecauseyour

littlemandidn'tbehavesocanyougogetme

whatIwant.

Musa:that'scalledbullying

Me:That'scalledlove.

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandleft.Ifellasleepon

thecouchjustminutesafterandanhourlater,

hewasback.

Musa:Rea.

Me:Hey.

Musa:Anythingelse?

Me:Nope.Thankyou.

Musa:I'mgoingtoshowernowokay?



Me:Then?

Musa:ThenIsleep

Me:Itsearly

Musa:BabyIamexhausted.

Me:CanIcome?

Musa:youwanttojoinme?

Me:Butbathtubthough.

Musa:Okay.

Wewenttorelaxinthetub.

Musa:So?

Me:yes?

Musa:thoughtofnamesyet?

Ismiled.



Me:Daddywillnamethem

Musa:OhItslikethatnow?

Me:Youwantedaboyright?

Musa:Yes.

Me:soyounamethem.

Musa:well,letmethink.

Me:waiting.

Musa:patience.

Me:Imverypatient.

Musa:Luyanda.

Me:and?

Musa:Lwandile.

Me:okay.

Musa;Youokaywiththenames?

Me:Yep



Musa:younotnamingthem?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Youserious?

Me:Ithinkyourdadshouldgivethemtheir

secondnames.

Musa:he'dlovethat..

Me:Hehastonamehisgrandkids

Musa:We'lltellhimwhenheGetshereon

Saturday.

Me:donedeal.

Musa:Soyousureaboutthis?

Me:Imnamingournextkid.

Musa:andwestopthereright?

Me:yes.

Musa:Okaydone.

Me:Ithinkwecanstartworkingonthenursery.

Musa:Youmean,Icanstartandyouinstruct?



Me:yes.

Musa:Iknewit.

Me:butIcan'thelp.

Musa;Wecangetsomeone.

Me:Musastopbeinglazy.

Musa:I'mnot

Me:Youare.

Musa:Ican'tdothisalone.

Me:I'llbethereinstructingyou

Musa:okaybaby

Me:YoucancallBonginkositohelp.

Musa:That'saplanactually..

Me:Sowestartnextweek.

Musa:I'lllethimknow.

Me:how'severythinggoingatthelounge?

Musa:Neliwantsyourgoahead.



Me:withthesocialevent?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Whatdoesshehaveinmind?

Musa:Idon'tknowyet.

Me:I'llcallher.

Musa:Okay..andhow'swork?

Me:Work'sfine.

Musa:Youdon'tsaythatlikeyoumeanit.

Me:Idon't.

Musa:Bad?

Me:I'mjustsolazytoworknow.

Musa:Thenyouquit..

Me:MusaNo!

Musa:Thisisyour6thmonth

Me;AndIstillhave6moremonthstoGo.

Musa:Thatwon'thappen.Youcan'tevenlift



yourleg.

Me:Ican.

Musa:Babyplease

Me:Musa...

Musa:Justthisonce.

Me:youreallywantmetoquit?

Musa:You'llgobacktoworkaftertheirfirst

birthday.

Me:Musastoptryingtoturnmeintoa

housewife.

Musa:NoI'mnot.

Me:Okayfine

Musa:Idratherhaveyourelax.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Okay?

Me:Ihearyou

Musa:AndIwon'tstandinyourway.



Me:youpromise?

Musa:Ipromise.

Ilookedathim.

Musa:Ireallypromise.

Me:OkaysoIthinkweshouldorganisean

outing

Musa:With?

Me:Tshepo,Noma,Bokang,Nkosi,Bonga,his

girlfriend,Tshego,Fezile,andwhoever.

Musa:weshould?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Onaweekend?

Me:yes.

Ilaughed.



Musa:nope.

Me:comeOn.

Musa:Theweekendsareforyou.

Me:Youaresuchanintrovert.

Musa:noambivert.

Me:Doubtit.

Musa:I'mtellingyou

Me:I'morganizinganouting

Musa:I'mnotcoming

Me:I'llleaveyouherealonethen.I'llbewithmy

kids.

Hegiggled.Wespenttherestofthenight

talking.Thenextday,Iwenttowork,Musawas

right.IcouldhardlykeepmyeyesopenandI

wasjustsomoody.IgotacallfromBongaat



around14:00

Me:Hi.

Bonga:Canyoupleasebringthesticktoday.

Me:Cantyoucomefetchit?

Bonga:mycar'sinforrepairs.

Me:Ohyoudidsay.Okay.

Bonga:sowillyou?

Me:YesIwiil.

Bonga:thanks.

Me:Surething.

Ihungupandat16:00,Idrovetohisplace.It

wasastruggletogoupthosestairs.

Me:Bonga!



Heopenedthedoor.

Bonga:Hey!

Me:I'moutofbreath.Theyneedtohavelifts

here.

Bonga:No.Itsanexercise.

Iwentin.Hisgirlfriendwasthere.

Me:Hi

Ntokozo:Hey..

Me:Sohereyougofriend.

Bonga:thankyou.

Me:WehavingourlunchdateonFridayokay?

Bonga:Who'spaying?



Me:You.

Webothlaughed.

Bonga:YousetthedatebutIpay?

Me:Youtheonewithmoremoney

Bonga:Okaythat'sfine.Howareyouholdingup?

Me:don'tevenaskfriend.

Bonga:you'llgetthere.

Me:Ican'twait.Hereyougo..morestrings.

Helaughed.

Bonga:Theyarenotstrings.

Me:Theyare.

Bonga:Ohbytheway,pleasegogetthatgift



Ntokozo.

Sherolledhereyesandwenttogetit.

Me:what'sthat?

Bonga:SomethingIoweyou.

Me:Okay.

ShecamebackwithaCD.Atamiaalbum

Me:Wellitsabouttime.Youbrokemineages

ago.

Ntokozo:Rea?

Me:Yeah?

Ntokozo:Yougavehimhisstick.Youcanleave

now.

[06/15,13:24]W:POTG



#61

Me:bythewayyouowemeice-creamaswell.

Isatdown.Hetriedtohidehissmile.

Bonga:Ioweyoualotdon'tI?

Me:Yes.

Bonga:Let'sgooutforice-creamnowthen.

Ntokoza:;Bonga!

Bonga:hi.

Ntokozo:Itoldhertoleave.

Bonga:She'snothereforyou

Ntokozo:Idon'tlikeher!

Bonga:thenleave!

Me:AndIdon'tlikeyoueither.Whothedoes



shethinksheis?You'vebeenherefor5

minutesandyoualreadyplayingdrumsand

expectingustodancetothem?Girlplease!

Ntokozo:He'smyboyfriend.

Me:goodforyou.B...

Hetookmyhandandhelpedmeupagain.

Me:Thosestairsaregoingtobethedeathof

me.Let'sgo.

Bonga:I'llseeyoulaterokay?I'mgoingoutwith

Rea.

Ntokozo:whataboutme?

Bonga:Icalledyou,toldyoutonotcometoday

cozReawillbehereandyouknowhowweget

butyoustillcameright?

Ntokozo:SoyouchoosingYourFriendoverme?

Bonga:let'sgoRea.



Me:youdriving.

Bonga:Areyoutoobigforyourcar?

Me:IthinkI'mgettingbig.

ItookmyCD.

Me:Byebabe.

Sheclickedhertongueandweleft..

Me:can'tyougetanothergirlfriend?

Helaughed.

Bonga:Ican

Me:Weshouldgogirlfriendhunting.



Bonga;Youchoosinggirlfriendsforme?

Me:Yes.

Bonga:Ididn'tchooseMusaforyou.

Me:Butyouapproved.

Bonga:Theguylovesyou..Hemakesyou

happysothat'sfine.I'mhappyifyouare.

Me:AreyouhappywithNtokozo?

Bonga:She'sanicegirlbutshejustdoesn'tgive

memyspace.

Me:Idon'tlikeher.

Bonga:That'sveryobvious.

Ilaughed

Bonga:Youfeelingbettertoday?

Me:Iam.

Bonga:YoustilldontwanttogototheDoctor?



Me:Iwenttothedoctor.Everything'sfine.

Bonga:Andyouknowthegender?

Me:Yep.

Bonga:Ihopeitsagirl.

Me:Boys.

Bonga:Boys?Youhavingtwins?

Me:Yep.

Bonga:That'sawesome.

Me:Isit?

Bonga:Yep.

Me:Mmm

Bonga:Youcanhandletwokids

Me:Ican'tevenhandleTshepo'skids.

Helaughed.



Bonga:itsokaytobescared.

Me:Idon'tknowhey.MusaandIarefirsttime

parents.

Bonga:Andyou'lldofine.

Me:Ihopeso.

Bonga:Faith?

Isighed.

Me:Okay.

Bonga:That'sit.

Wegottotheice-creamplace.

Bonga:Sowhenareyoutwohavingahouse

warming?

Me:ourhouseiswarm



Helaughed.

Bonga:younothavingit?

Me:Nope.

Bonga:Why?

Me:I'minnostatetohostpeople.

Bonga:Rea,intwomonthsyou'llbe...

Me:Verytired.

Bonga:Icanimagine.

Me:Sonopartiestillthen.

Bonga:That'sbad.

Me:Iknow.Whatarewedoingforyourbirthday.

Bonga:I'mdrinkingyouwatching.

Igiggled.



Me:I'mnotcoming.

Bonga:Yousupposetobethere.

Me:nope.Havefun.

Bonga:Youreallynotcoming?

Me:Accommodateme.

Bonga:There'llbejuice.

Ichuckled.

Me:WowBonga!okay.

Bonga:soyoucoming?

Me:YesIam.

Bonga:Good

Me:Withyournewgirlfriend



Helaughed.

Bonga:Feelfree.

Wehadice-creamandIwenttodrophimoff

thenwenthome.Musawasalreadythere.

Musa:Beenworried.

Me:Heybaby.

Musa:Hey

Me:myphone'slow.

Musa:Okay..wasworried.

Me:IwaswithBonga..

Musa:Ohokay.

Me:Yes.Hisgirlfriend!



Iclickedmytongueandhelaughed..

Musa:Rea,whatisitnow?

Me:soIwenttogiveBongahisstickandgirl

toldmetoleave.

Musa:qualitytime?

Me:No.Shewastoldtonotcomebutaftershe

heardthatI'mcomingseeBonga,shejust

rushedthere.

Musa:Andyouleft?

Me:yeswithherman.

Helaughed.

Musa:Reabilweyoucan'tdothat

Me:Ididthat..

Musa:Andhowdidshefeel?



Me:Idontknow.

Musa:Andyoudon'tcare?

Me:Nope.I'mgettingHimanewgirlfriend.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Rea,youaretakenbyme.

Me:Yes.

Musa:SoyouneedtoletotherstakeBonga.

Me:nicegirlsneedtotakehim

Heshookhishead.

Musa:Youareoverprotective.

Me:Iwantthebestforhim

Musa:okayma'am.doyou.



Me:Iwill.

Musa:Butdontinterfere.

Me:noIwont.

Musa:good.

Me:SodidyoutalktoBonginkosi?

Musa:yesIdid..We'llstartnextweek.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.

Musa:itsalwaysapleasurema'am

Me:IspoketoNelibytheway.

Musa:youtworeachedanagreement?

Me:yeswedid..Sunday'sgoingtobeverybusy

soyouneedtoprepareyourself.

Musa:Younotcomingwith?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Comeon.

Me:Imverytired.



Musa:Baby,youneedtobethere..

Me:Butitsyourlounge.Yourevent.

Musa:Itsourlounge..canyoustopthis"your"

thing.

Me:butitsnotmine.

Musa:Rea,getonwiththeprogram.Not

prenuptialwassigned.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Okay?

Me:OkayMusa.

Musa:That'sit.

Me:Canwegoout?

Musa:youwantgoout?

Me:Yes.

Musa:thoughtyousaidyoutired.



Me:Idon'tfeellikeahomecookedmeal

Musa:let'sgogetreadythen

Themonthswentbyreallyslow,Iwasasbigas

awhale.WellIthoughtIwas..mumcametolive

withusinthelastmonthcozIcouldn'tevenlift

myLeg.

Mum:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Me:noma.

Mum:Reahle,

Me:Ma,Ican'tevenshift..Letaloneeat.

Mum:I'llfeedyou

Ilaughed.



Me:I'mfinema,Where'sMusa?

Mum:Workingoutside.

Me:Ohokay...I'lleatinthe...

Igotmyselfup.

Me:Inthe...

Istopped.

Mum:Reawhatisit?

Me:Mywaterjustbroke.

Iwasrushedtohospital..Thepainwas

unbearable..Idon'tthinkit'ssomethingI

wantedtoexperienceagain.IwastoldIspent6



hoursInlaborandIhadpopped.Themost

preciousbeingsIhadeverseen.Born16

minutesapart.

Theywerebeautifulandidentical.Iscanned

them.Onehadalittlebirthmarkonhisneck

andtheotheritwasonhisrightarm.

Me:Who'solder?

Musa:Thatlittleoneinyourarms.Whoisheby

theway?

Igiggled.

Me:LuyandaJadenMabasa.

Musa:AndIguessthisisLwandileJosé

Mabasa.

IlookedatLwandilewhowasinhisarmsand



lookedatLuyanda.

Me:Letthetroublebegin.
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Me:Noheeatsalot..

Musa:Buthe'ssupposeto.

Me:noheneedstobelikehisbrother.Lwandiis

agentlebrother.Luyandaontheotherhand....

Wewereathome.Mumwaswiththetwinsand

Iwaspumpingmilkintotheirbottles.

Me:pleasegobuycreamofmaize.

Musa:babyisn'tthatforlike6-36...

Me:Babypleaselistentome.Yoursonis



milkingmedry

Helaughed.

Musa:He'sonly10daysold

Me:givehimyours.

Musa:WellIwouldifIhadmilk.

"Rea!"

Me:Ma!

Mum:Yayaisup.

Me:Here.

Igavehimhisbottle.



Me:havefun.

Musa:Pumpmore

Me:yourson'streatingmelikeacow.

Musa:babyjustdoitplease

Me:fine.

HewenttohissonwhileIpumpedmore.My

babieswereveryadorable.Theydidn'tcry

much..ButYayalovedfood.Injust10daysthey

werealreadymyheartinhumanform.Ilivedfor

them.Mumcameintotheroomminuteslater.

Mum:youstillokay?

Me:feellikeacow.

Shelaughed.



Mum:Luyandaeats

Me:Iknowrightma?Hejustnevergetsfull.

Mum:youshouldbehappy.

Me;IwantMusatobuyhimcreamofmaize

Shesmiled

Me;That'sfineright?

Mum:noRea.Justbreastmilk.Youalsoloved

food.

Me:youthinkhetakesafterme?

Mum:Hedoes..Thelittlegentlemantakesafter

Musa.

Igiggled

Mum:Youlooksohappy.



Me:I'mcompletema.

Mum:Icanseethat.

IsmiledandSodidshe.

Mum:Ilovehowyourfacelightsupwhenthe

threemeninyourlifearememtioned

Me:it'sabeautifulfeeling.

Mum:I'mhappyforyoumummy.

Me:I'mhappyforyoutooGranny

Shelaughed.

Mum:Tshego'scoming.

Me:Shedidsay.

Mum:isthatokay?



Me:Itisma.

Mum:Okaythen.I'llgocook.Youcangocheck

onyourkids.

Me:Okaymama.

ShelefttheroomandIwenttothenursery.

Lwandiwasstillsleepingandtheeatingchamp

wasstillwell...eating

Me:Howarewe?

Musa:stillenjoyingmum'sbreastmilk..ittastes

horriblebytheway.

Igiggled.

Me:Stoplying.

Musa:Imnot



Me:Mymilktastessweet.

Musa:Doesit?

Me:Yes.I'mgoingtostopbreastfeedingafter6

months.

Musa:Reastopstarvingmysons.

Me:Ohnoyoursonswon'tstarve.

Musa:itlooksliketheyare.

Me:Nope.Youneedtogetthecerelacforthat

sonofyours.

Musa:whatdidmumsay?

Me:Shesaidno.

Musa:exactly..youwantmychildtosufferfrom

constipation.

Me:nothing'sgoingtohappen.Youreadtoo

manythingsofftheinternet.

Musa:noIwasreadingababymagazine.



Ismiled.

Me:I'mnotgoingtowinright?

Musa:nope.

Me:Fine!Theycanmilkmedry.

Helaughed

Musa:Thankyoumummy.

Me:Whatever!

Thelittleonefinishedhisbottleandheburped

him.

Musa:here.



Itookhim.Helookedsocute.

Me:Hellopankla....hellomyAngel...

Musa:Motherhoodlooksgoodonyou

Tshego:Iagree.

Shewasstandingatthedoor.

Tshego:Parenthoodlooksgoodonyoutwo.

Me:HeySis.

Tshego:Heylovers.

Shecamein.

Musa:heyTshegohowareyou?

Tshego:I'mfine.



ShewaslookingatLwandile.

Tshego:Theyaresocute.

Shehadn'tmetthemyet..

Tshego:sowho'sthis?

Me:That'sLwandile.

Tshego:Howdoyoutellthemapart?

Musa:Welltheotheronehasalittlebirthmark

ontheneckandtheotheronhisrightarmbut

also,Lwandile'searsareslightlybiggerthan

Luyanda's.

Shelookedatthem



Tshego:Sowhohasabirthmarkontheneck?

Me:Luyanda.

Tshego:AndLwandilehasitonhisarm?

Me:Yes.

Shelookedveryconfused.

Me:Theycrydifferentlytoo..you'llgetusedto

them.

Tshego:shuuseemslikehardwork..

Musa:you'llgetusedtoitAunty.

Wegiggled.

Musa:letmeleaveladies.

Me:SayhitoNkosi.



Musa:Iwill...

Hekissedme.

Musa:keeppumping.

Igiggled.

Me:Bye..

Musa:loveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Heleftus.TshegotookYayawhowasalready

halfasleep.

Me:CarefulTshego.



Tshego:I'veheldbabiesbefore

Me:I'msorry.

Tshego:Itsokay.Sothisgentlebrothersleeps

forsolong.

Me:He'sthecalmone.

Tshego:Ohsohe'stheMusainthis

brotherhood.I'mcarryingtheRea.Ibetheloves

food.

Ilaughed.

Me:YousoundLikemum

Tshego:youlooksohappy.

Me:Iam

Tshego:andI'mhappyforyou..

Me:thankyou.



AssoonasweputLudown,Lwandiwokeup.

Wewenttogochillwithhiminthelounge.My

boysweregrowing,whentheywereamonthold,

wedrovedowntoMpumalanga

ompi:Theyaresocute.

Me:Iknowright.thankyou.

Nompi:TheylooklikeMusa.

Me:Alot.

WehadjustputLuyandadown.Musa'smum

hadseenus,askedNomvulaifshecouldcome

seetheboysbutMusasaid"no"

Nompi:Musaisaprouddad.

Me:heshouldbe

Nompi:andhow'sNoma'sdaughterdoing?

Me:OhDineoisbeautiful!She'ssoadorable



Nompi:I'mhappyforyouguys.

Me:Thankyou.

IsaidasIwasfeedingthegentlebrother

Lwandile.

Nompi:Youhavinganymorekids?

Me:we'llsee

Wespokeand25minuteslater,Ifeltvery

uneasy.Luyandahadbeensleepingformore

45minuteswhichwasunusualcozheusually

sleptfor30.IputLwandiledownonthebedand

lookedatLuyanda.Ipickedhimupandhedidn't

movehishandlikeheusuallydid.Hisrate

wasn'tthesame.

Me:Musa!Musa!Yaya!



Hecamein!

Musa:Baby?

Me:MusaHe'sfading,weneedtotakehimto

thehospital
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Wesprintedout.NompiwascarryingLwandile

andIwasliterallytalkingtoYayawhokept

openingandclosinghiseyes.Wewerequickly

attendedtoatthehospital.Ikeptpacingupand

down.Hehadbeenwiththedoctorsforabout

30minutes.



"Rea"

Shegavemeahug

Me:MmeDorah

MmeDorah:howareyou?

IhadlastspokentoherafterIhadthetwins.

Me:Notokay.Mysonjust...

Iwastearingup.

MmeD:Reacalmdown.He'llbefine.

Musa:Anynews?



MmeD:Thedoctorwillbeoutsoon.

Me:Ismybabyfine?

MmeD:Rea,justrelaxplease

Itookadeepbreath.

MmeD:That'sit.Sitdown

Idid.

MmeD:Thedoctorwillbeheresoon.

Musa:thanksmama.

HehadLwandileinhisarms.Weweretoldto

waitinthewaitingroomforhissake.Hewas

restlessaswell.Hekeptcrying.



MmeD:Andremainseated.

Me:Okay.

Idid.minuteslater,thedoctorcame.

Me:Ishefine?

Dr:He'llbefine.

Musa:Whatwaswrong?

Dr:wefoundtracesofBotulinumtoxininhis

system.

Musa:What?

Me:That'spoisonright?

Dr:Yesit.IthascausednodamageAndwe've

gottenitout.He'llbefine.

Me:Whencanwetakehimhome?

Dr:Tomorrow

Me:I'mstayingthenight.Isthatfine?



Dr:YesItis.He'llneedtobefed.

Musa:Cantyouofferthemawardorsomething?

Dr:allwardsarefull.I'llallowyoutostayinthe

wardhisinthoughandI'llgivethatlittleonea

bed.

Hehadagoodheart.

Me:ohthankyou

Dr:motherhood.Iunderstandit.

Me:thankyou..Canwegoseehim?

Dr:yesyoucan.

Me:CanIjusthavehimcheckedaswell?

Dr:yes.Followme.

Wedid.Shewassokind.Shecheckedhimand

hewasokay.Ihadthebottlesofmilkthrown



outandMusahurriedtogetnewones.Justin

case.IleftLwandilewithMmeDorahwhowas

juststandingoutsidethedoor.Hewassleeping.

Nompi:wheredoyouthinkthepoisoncomes

from?

Ididn'twanttoanswerher.

Me:Ireallydon'tknow.

Nompi:I'mgladhisfine.

Me:SoamI.

Musa:ThinkingIshouldtakeLwandilewith.

Me:Willyoubeabletohandlehim?

Musa:YesBabyandwe'veintroducedthemto

formulaesoI'llbefine.

Me:Okay.



Musa:you'llbefineherealone?

Me:I'mwithMmeDorah.

Musa:Okaythen.

Me:Musa?

Musa:Baby?

Me:Takecareofhimplease.

Musa:Iwillbaby.

Iwenttokissmylittleboyandwentbackto

watchovermyotherhalf.

MmeD:he'sastrongyoungman.

Me:IthoughtIwasgoingtolosehim.

MmeD:Iguesshedidn'twantyoucryingagain.

Me:Iwoulddie.Iwouldn'twishthatpainonmy

worstenemy.

MmeD:Metoo.Yourkidsarebeautiful.



Me:Thankyoumama..Theyaregoingtobe

baptizednextmonth,youshouldcome.

MmeD:isthataninvite?

Me:Itis.

MmeD:I'llcome.

Me:I'llaskmyfatherinlawtogiveyoualift..

MmeD:youdon'thaveto.

Me:Hewon'tmind.

MmeD:okay.I'llkeeponcheckingonyouand

thelittleone.

Me:Okay..

MmeD:younothungry?

Me:Nomama.

MmeD:youknowI'mgoingtobuyyou

somethingtoeatright?

Ilaughed.



Me:Thisisgoingtobealongnight.

MmeD:Youknowitis.

Iwatchedoverhimandfellasleeponthecouch.

IwaswokenupbyhimandIfedhim.Helooked

fine.

MmeD:Howareyoukidsdoing?

Me:Weokay.

MmeD:youdidn'tfinishyourfood

Me:Iwasntthathungry.

MmeD:Youarebreastfeeding.

Me:I'llfinishthefood.

MmeD:Youbetter.How'shedoing?

Shetookhimfromme.



MmeD:he'sastrongyoungman.

Me:Heis..Ineedtocheckontheotherone.

IdialledMusa.

Musa:Heyyou

Me:Heybaby..howareyou?

Musa:I'mokay.You?

Me:I'mfine..how'smysondoing?

Musa:He'sokay.Andthatlittleone?

Me:He'sokaytoo.Justfedhim.Didyoufeed

andchange...

Musa:YesIdidbaby

Me:Areyouokay?

Musa:I'mokaymylove.



Me:youdon'tsoundfine

Musa:I'mfine.

Me:okay

Musa:I'llseeyoutomorrowokay?

Me:Okay.At11:30

Musa:Okaymybaby.

Me:Iloveyou.

Musa:Iloveyoumore.

Ihungup.

MmeD:Hereyougo.

Itookhim

MmeD:Rest.



Me:Iwill.

MmeD:youbetterRea

Me:IwillMmeDorah.

Shesmiledandlefttheroom.Iputhimtosleep

andIslepttoo.Hewokeupagainat5andwas

sleepingagainat6.

Tshego:heyhowareyou?

Me:I'mfinesis..aren'tyousleeping?

Tshego:Icouldn'tafterNompisentmeatext..is

heokay?

ItookadeepbreathcozIwasdrained.

Tshego:Rea.

Me:he'sokay.



Tshego:ThankGod!

Me:Amen.

Tshego:Areyoufine?

Me:I'mfine.

Tshego:Youknowwhodidthis?

Me:IthinkIdobutitdoesn'tmakesense.

Tshego:whenareyouguyscomingback?

Me:Soon.

Tshego:Today?

Me:Idoubt

Tshego:justcomebacktoday..

Me:I'lltalktoMusa.

Tshego:Mumwantstotalktoyou...

Me:Okay.

Shepassedmumthephone.



Mum:Rea?

Me:Hellomama.

Mum:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfinema.

Mum:How'sLuyandadoing?

Me:he'sokayma.

Mum:andLwandile?Areyousurehewasn't

poisoned?

Me:Wehadthedoctorcheckhimout.

Mum:that'sgood.How'sMusadoing?

Me:He'sokayma.

Mum:Youkidsneedtokeeponpraying

Mumthough!



Me:yesmama..

Mum:IthinkIshouldcomethere.

Me:Youdon'thaveto

Mum:whynot?

Me:Wecomingbacksoon.

Mum:when'ssoon?

Me:tomorroworlater.

Mum:okayRea.

Me:Loveyouma.

Mum:Loveyoutoo..takecareofthosekids.

Me:Iwillma.

Mum:andMusa.

Me:yesmama.Byema.

Mum:Byebaby.

Ihungup.



"He'sastrongyoungman"

Iturned.

M'smum:He'sverystrong..thoughthewouldn't

survive.Whatanunsuccessfulattempt!Ishould

havedonebetter.

[06/15,13:25]W:POTG

#64

Me:andyou'llkeepfailingyouoldbitch!

M'smum:Ohwe'llseeaboutthat..

Me:Damnrightwewill.

Shelefttheroom..Ikeptmyeyesonmyson

andat11,weweredischarged.



MmeD:I'llcallyouokay?

Me:Okaymama

ShekissedLwandileandLuyanda

MmeD:ByeMusa

Musa:seeyousoonma.

Me:Thankyouonceagain.

MmeD:youknowIloveyoukids.

Me:Loveyoutooma

Ihuggedher.

MmeD:takecareofthosecutelittlekids.

Me:wewill.



Weleftthehospital.Musastoppedata

restaurant.

Me:Andnow?

Musa:Youneedtoeatright?

Me:wellIdo.

Musa:Herewego.

Me:IthinkIneedtoshower.

Musa:Youneedtoeat

Me:Okay.

Igotthekidsandhegottheirpram.

Musa:youcanactuallycarrythebothofthem

likethat?

Me:Icarriedthemfor9monthsbaby



Musa:AndIstillcan'tdothat.

Me:youknowI'mstrongerthanyou.

Hegiggled.Hewasn'thimself.

Musa:let'sgo.

Hepushedtheirpram.Weordereddrinks.Well

Lwandilelookedbabytoseehisbrother.Ludid

too.

Me:Musa?

Musa:baby?

Me:Luyandaisfine..what'supnow?

Helookedathissonsthenbackatme.



Musa:Nothing

Me:Don'tlietome

Musa:NomasontopoisonedhimandbabyIam

sorryyou....

Me:Iknow.

Musa:Youdo?

Me:shecametothehospitalthismorning,told

methatsheshouldhavedonebetter.

Musa:Oh?

Me:yes.

Itwasn'tthereactionIwasexpecting.Hewas

calm.

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Musa:Footage.

Me:Footage?



Musa:Shesnuckinthroughthebackdoorand

wenttoourbedroom.

Me:YourdadhascamerasInthehouse?

Musa:healwaysdid.Hehadthemreactivated

aftershekilledPhiwo.

Me:Oh.

Hiseyesshiftedtohissonsagain

Me:whenarewegoinghome?

Noanswer.

Me:Musa?

Musa:Imsorrywhat?

Me:whenarewegoingbacktoGauteng?

Musa:Soon



Me:Soonwhen?

Musa:Babyyouknowwhatyouwanttoeat?

Me:justthemixedgrill.

Musa:Okay.

Hecalledthewaiterandplacedourorder.He

keptlookingathissons.

Me:Theyarefine.

Silence!

Me:Musa!

Musa:BabycanIjusthaveabitofsilence

please?

Me:okay.



Istaredatmyphone..Breakfastwasn'tthe

Same..nojokes,nolaughing,nonothing.Hehad

hiseyesonhissons99%ofthetime..whenwe

gothome,Itookabathandgotthem.cleaned

up..IgotacallfromTshepo.

Tshepo:Rea!

Me;Hey

Tshepo:whydidyoutakemynephewsthere?

Me:howareyouTshepo?

Tshepo:I'mcomingtogetthem.

Me:Tshepochill.

Tshepo:Don'ttellmetochill.

Me:Theyarefine.

Tshepo:Idon'tcareiftheyarefine..something

badalwayshappenswhenyouarein

Mpumalanga.



Ikeptquietcozhewasshouting.

Tshepo:Rea!

Me:Tshepo?

Tshepo:Imtalkingtoyou.

Me:AndI'mlistening.

Tshepo:Comeback.

Me:Iwillsoon

Tshepo:YoubetterRea,Idon'twanttofight

withyou.

Me:TshepoIheardyou.

Tshepo:good.

Me:areyouwithNoma?

Tshepo:Yes.

Me:CanItalktoher?ImissedHercalls.



Heclickedhistongue.Minuteslater,shewas

onthephone.

Noma:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Noma:beencallingyou.

Me:Iknow..Itsbeensohectic

Noma:Howarethekidsdoing?

Shesoundedsoconcerned.

Me:theyareokay.

Noma:Arethey?

Me:YesNoma.

Noma:Rea,pleasebecareful.

Me:Iwill



Noma:Nomasontodidthisright?

Me:thatwomanIsevilNoma

Noma:Iknowsheis.

Lwandilewokeup.

Me:Ineedtogo.

Noma:Takecare

Me:Youtoo

IhungupandwenttoLwandile..Calmedhim

downandassoonasIputhimdownagain,Lu

wokeupandstartedmilkingme.

Nompi:Thatlittleoneeats

Me:Hedoes.

Nompi:I'msorryyoualmostlosthim.



Me:ThankGod.Ididn't.

Nompi:I'mreallysorryRea.

Me:Itsnotyourfault.

Nompi:Butit'smyMotherwho'sdoing...

Me:Exactly!yourmothernotyou.

Nompi:I'mreallysorry..

Me:anditsnotyourfault.

Shekeptquiet...

Me:Whatisit?

Nompi:Canamotherbesoevil?

Me:Ican'tanswerthat..

Nompi:Shewasneverlikethat..

Me:Peoplechange.

Nompi:buttoturnagainstyourownchildren?



Me:Yourmotherdoesn'thateyouorMusa,she

hatesme.Shedoesn'twanttoseemehappy.

Nompi:Thatisjustsick.

Me:Theworldisfullofsickpeople.

IburpedLuandshetookhimfromme.

Nompi:IsMusaokay?

Me:Idon'tknow

Nompi:He'sbeenstaringintospaceforsome

timenow.

Me:he'sjuststressed.Heusuallywantstobe

alonewhenstressed

Nompi:oh.

Me:Yep.

IsaidasIlookedatMusa.



Me:Justwatchthem

Nompi:Yougoingtotalktohim?

Me:I'llgethimsomethingtodrink.

Nompi:okay.

Itookaglassofjuicetohim

Me:Hey.

Musa:Hey..

Me:Here.

Hequicklydrankit.

Musa:Nompi!



Shecame.

Musa:Lookaftertheboys.Wecoming.

Nompi:Okay.

Hetookabagthatwasontheground.

Musa:Let'sgo.

Me:Whereare...

Musa:Baby,let'sgoplease.

Heledtheway.Wewereathismother'shouse.

Heopenedthedoorroughly.

M'smum:Musawenkosi!

Musa:Sit!



Hisvoicewascommanding.Hehadgloveson.

Shequicklysatdownandhethrewcuffstoher.

Musa:Yourlegs!Cuffthem.

Shelookedscaredbuteventuallycuffedthem.

M'smum:Musa,I'msorryI...

Hetookoutanaxefromthebaghewas

carrying...

Me:Musa...

Musa:QuietRea!

M'smum:Musaplease...

Musa:Shutup!YoukilledmyfirstsonandIlet



youlive.Nowyoualmostkilledmysecondson?

Thenyoucallyourselfamother.

Eveninrage,helookedsohandsome.

Musa:IfyouweregoingtoheavenI'daskyouto

sayhitomygrandmotherbutyougoingstraight

tohell.

Hetookoutthreelabbottles.

Musa:Drinkthose.

M'smum;Musaplease...

Musa:Youdaretrytospill,I'llhavethisaxe

chopoutyourleg.Youdyingthesamewayyou

triedtokillmyson..Drinkthesethreebottlesof

cyanide..



Shewastearingup.Musaopenedthebottlefor

her.

Musa:Takethis...

Shetookitandstarteddrinkingit.Musamade

sureitwasdownthethroatandempty

Musa:Getthesecondbottle,Iwantyoudeadin

thenext15minutes.
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Iwatchedasshetookherlastbreath.Musa

foundatoolboxtoputtheaxeinandthrewthe

bagwhichIhadn'tevenseenontopofthe

wardrobe.Heuncuffedher



Musa:Let'sgo.

Ikeptquietandfollowedhim.Wewalkedto

someriverwhichwas15minutesandhethrew

awayhisglovesandthecuffs.

Musa:youokay?

Me:Ijustwitnessedyoukillyourmother.

Musa:Ididn'tkillmymother.

Me:Whatdoyoucallthat?

Musa:Justice.

Me:willyoubeabletolivewithyourself?

Musa:KnowingthatIprotectedmywifeandmy

sonsfromamurderer..hellyeah

Me:Oh.

Musa:andIdidn'tkillher.Shetookthose

bottlesanddrankup



Me:Whatifyougetarrested?

Musa:Really?Thatwillbeseenassuicide..

Hewassochilled.Soflippinchilled.

Musa:let'sgo

Me:Okay.

Wewalkedbacktothehouse.Mysonswere

sleeping.

Nompi:wherehaveyoubeen?

Musa:River.

Nompi:ohokay.

Musa:Didtheygiveyouahardtime?

Nompi:No..theyareangels.



Musa:Okay..weleavingtomorrow

Nompi:sosoon?

Musa:Ihavebusinessestolookafter

Iwasquiet.

Musa:I'mveryhungry.

Nompi:I'lldishupforyou.

Musa:Thanks..baby?

Me:Huh?

Musa:Youhungry?

Me:NoI'mfine.

Nompi:Okaythen.

shewenttothekitchen.



Me:I'mgoingtoliedown.

Musa:areyoufine?

Me:I'llbefine.

Iwenttothebedroomandputmyheaddown.

Me:Hey.

Bonga:Hey..didIdisturb?

Me:Wastryingtotakeanap.

Bonga:Whereareyou?

Me:Mpumalanga

Bonga:younotbackyet?

Me:Nope

Bonga:whenwillyoubeback?

Me:Tomorrow.

Bonga:howaretheboysdoing?



Me:Theyarefine.

Bonga:Really?

Me:Yep.Onefellsickyesterdaybuthe'sfine

now.

Bonga:Whatwaswrong?

Me:Hewaspoisoned

Bonga:By?

Me:Musa'smother.

Bonga:Entlek,whycan'tthatwomanJustdie

Me:Bonga,IthinkLuyandaisup.

Iwasn'tlying..

Bonga:I'lltalktoyoulaterthen..

Me:Sharp.



Ihungupandwenttocheckonmybaby.After

agoodfeedanddiaperchange,hewassleeping

again.Lwandilewasdeepinhissleep.Hekept

onsmiling.Probablydreamingofmummy!The

dooropened.

Nompi:Rea?

Shelookeddisturbed.

Me:Hey.

Nompi:Rea...

Me:Whatisit.

Nompi:Nomasontocommittedsuicide.Aunt

Nombusojusttoldme.I'mrushingthereokay?

Me:areyouokay?

Nompi:ohI'mfine..itsabouttimeshedies.



Sheclosedthedoorandleft.Honestly,Ididn't

blameMusa,butIfeltbad.

Minuteslater,Musacamein..

Musa:Younotsleeping?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Whynot?

Me:Luyandawasupandasyoucansee.

Musa:Rea,IdidwhatIhadto.

Me:IthinkIunderstand.

Musa:Youdo?

Inodded.

Musa:I'mtiredofseeingyoucry.



Me:I'mtiredofcrying.

Musa:sodon'tblameme.

Me:I'mnot.

Musa:Canyoupleaseeat?

Me:I'mnothungry.

Musa:Rea,youneedtoeat.

Me:Musa,Idon'tneedtoeatnow

Musa:Okay

Me:yes.

Musa:Howaretheboysdoing?

Me:Wellyouknowhowtheyare..always

sleeping.

Musa:theyneedtogrow.

Me:Theyare.

IsmiledasIshiftedmyeyestothem.



Musa:Idon'tregretmakingherdrinkthat

poison..

Me:Younotevenbothered?

Heshookhishead.

Musa:noonemesseswithmywifeandkids.It

doesn'tworklikethat..

Ilookedathim.

Musa:Ididn'tmarryyousoyoucouldhurt.I

marriedyoucozIloveyouandIwanttomake

youhappy.

Igiggled.



Me:ohsotheytoldyouIwasn'thappy?

Helaughed.

Musa:Iknewyouweregoingtosaythat.

Me:AndI'maskingyou.

Musa:Ijustknewyouweren't.

Me:Mmm...younotgoingtodryyourfamily

members'eyes

Musa:mykidsaren'tcrying.Mywifeain'tcrying.

WhatamItodry?

Me:How'sNompidoing?

Musa:Probablyveryhappytoo.

Me:Youthink?

Musa:yes

Me:Whydidyouguyshatehersomuch.

Musa:YouknowwhyIdidwhatIdid.



Me:AndNompi?

Musa:SheletMncedisi'sfatherrapeHerown

daughter.

Me:areyouserious?Who'sMncedisi?

Musa:mycousinwhopassedon.

Me:Where'she?

Musa:Inheaven.

Igiggled.

Me:ThefatherMusaman!

Helaughedtoo

Musa:bespecific

Me:Sorry.So?



Musa:He'sstillalive..Hewaspresentatthe

wedding.

Me:really?

Musa:yes.

Me:That'sbad.

Musa:Iknow.

Me:wasshealwayslikethat?

Musa:no.ButIthinkshe'salwaysbeenevil.

Me:youcan'tjustchangefromgoodtobad.

Musa:Shedid..canwestoptalkingaboutthat

witch?

Hespokewithdisgust.Hewasn'tbotheredat

all.

Me:Okay



Lwandilewokeup.

Musa:I'llgethim

Hecalmedhimdownwithinminutes..

Me:I'mgoingtomakefood.

Musa:Finally!Please.

Iwenttomakefood.Anhourlater,Nompicame

back.

Nompi:Itsagoodthingshekilledherself.

Me:youokay?

Nompi:OhI'mfine..thatwomanhashorrible

thingstome..

Me:Musajusttoldme.I'msosorry.



Nompi:I'vehealedfromit.

Me:really?

Nompi:Dadtookmeforcounselling.

Me:I'mreallysorry.

Nompi:It'sokay.Trustme..Alotofpeopleare

happyshe'sdead.OnlyNombusoisshed

tears..whendadcalledNomvula,allshesaid

was"oh"

Wasshethatbad?

Nompi:Goodriddanceright?

Me;Younothurt?

Sheshookherhead.

Nompi:Where'sMusa?



Me:Withhissons.

Dad:Nompi!

Nompi:dad?

Dad:CallMusaandRea!Youshouldcomehere

too.

Nompi:OkayDad.

Me:I'llgocallhim.

Iwenttothebedroom..

Me:Hey!Youfinallyknowtocarrythem!

Musa:It'sanachievementright?

Me:welldone.Yourdad'scallingus.

Musa:Okay.

ItookLwandilefromhimandfollowedmeto

thelounge.Fezile'sdadwasthere.Uncle



Gideon,hewaswithsomewomanIsawonour

wedding.Fezile'sstepmum.

Dad:Musa,weneedtostartwithfuneral

preparations.Areyouin?

Musa:NoI'mnot.Iwon'tbeattendingthe

funeral.

UncleG:Musawenkosi,she'sYourmother.

Musa:AndIdontcare.

UncleG:Listen,weneedtocontributeasa

family...

HeaskedNompitoTakeLuyandafromhimand

tookoutaR200note.

Musa:there'smycontribution,shouldbe

enoughforteabagsand2.5kgofSugar.Iwant

nothingtodowiththatwoman.Evenindeath.
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Me:Luyandadon'tdrivemecrazy!Lwandile!

Lwandile:I'mcoming.

Theyranin.

Luyanda:YesmsKelly?

Me:Canyougooutsideandputthosetoysina

box.

Lwandile:OkayMsKelly.

Luyanda:I'mhungry

Me:Luyanda!Toysoutside.

Hepoutedandtheywentout.Theyhadgrown

somuch,well4goingon5inafewweeks.They



wereinseparable!Onecouldn'tfunctionwithout

theother,theydideverythingtogether!They

didn'twantustogetinvolvedintheirfightscoz

ifwedid,theywouldJustautomaticallybefine

andattackus.2against1thing.Theywere

bestfriends.Ohandtheyadoredtheirfather,

andme...wellsometimes.Iwasjustthenanny.I

hadgrownovertheyears,mycareerhadtoo,I

hadsharesInMusa'scompany,heboughtthem

formeeventhoughIdidn'twantthemandone

ofthepubsweremine.However,Ididn'twork

forhiscompany,IworkedforanotherasanHR

managerandMusahaddonegreatthings.

Expandedthebusinesses.Successfulandever

sohandsome33yearoldhusbandofmine.

Musa:HeyMsKelly.

Me:heyyou.

Hekissedme



Musa:yougood?

Me:I'mfine.You?

Musa:I'mokay.Wherearemysons?

Me:toldthemtogoputtheirtoysinthebox.

Musa:youhadagreatdaywiththem?

Me:Nope.Ijustwantthisleavetoend.

Hegiggled..

Musa:Theyarenotsobad.

Me:Theyarehorrible.

Musa:Baby,Comeon

Me:Theygangeduponme,soIshoutedat

Lwandileforcominginwithmuddyshoesand

hisLawyer,toldmetonotscreamathisbrother.

Musa:Andthen,theystartedcomplainingto



eachotheraboutyou.

Me:Youknowthem.

Hegiggled.

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:Howwasyourday?

Musa:Well,mydaywaslong,gladitsover.

Me:I'mgladyouback.

Musa:whatareyoucooking?

Me:MakingLasagna.

Musa:needhelp?

Me:Wouldlovesome.

Musa:letmegochange.

Me:Okay.



Heleftthekitchenand3minuteslater,the

twinscamein.

Luyanda:MsKelly.

Me:YesSirLuyanda.

Lwandile:Wearehungry.

Me:whatdoyouwanttoeat?

TheystartedwhisperingtoeachotherandI

rolledmyeyes.Seriously?

Me:Hello!

Luyanda:PeanutbutterandOros.

ImadethemsandwichesandtheirOros.

Lwandile:thankyouMsKelly.



Luyanda:thankyouMsKelly.

Me:pleasure.

MusacamebackfromthebedroomAndthey

wereveryhappytoseehim.

Lwandile:MsKellywasshoutingatme.

Luyanda:Weshoutedbackatherdad.

Musa:shetoldme.Howareyouboysdoing?

Luyanda:howareyouLwandile?

Lwandile:I'mfine.

Luyanda:wearefine.

Ismiled.Thosekidswere7not5.

Musa:youwanttoplaysoccerafterIhelpyour

mother?



Theybothsaid"yes".Itwastheirthing.

Lwandile:Wherearewegoingthisweekend?

Me:YouguysaregoingtoGranny'shouse..

Luyanda:andYou?

Me:Wegoingaway..

Lwandile:us?

Me:no..

Luyanda:Why?

Me:CozIsaidso.

Lwandile:Why?

Musagiggled.

Musa:Gotothelounge.



Theytooktheirfoodanddrinksanddidas

daddytoldthemto.

Me:wellthankyou.

Gigglesagain.

Musa:gladIcouldhelpMsKelly.

Me:Sohowwaswork?

Musa:Let'sjustsay,Ineedtogetawayand

greatsexfromyou.

Ilaughed

Me:thatbad?

Musa:Horrible.



Me:I'msorry.

Musa:It'sokay.

Justthenmyphonerang,itwasTshego.She

wasmarriedwith2kids,Boyandagirl

(TshepisoandPaballo)andwasamonthaway

fromgivingbirthtoherthirdchild.Bokangdidn't

playlikethat.

Me:HeySis.

IputThephoneonloudspeaker.

Tshego:Heyyougood?

Me:I'mfine..howareyoufeeling?

Tshego:Tired.

Me:I'msorry.



Musa:Where'smywife?

Tshego:HeyMusa.

Musa:hey.Where'smywife?

TshegoandIgiggled.

Tshego:Pabi'sgonetotheshopswithdaddy.

Musaadoredher,shelookedlikeme,everytime,

we'dgooutpeoplewouldjustassumethatshe

wasmine.

Musa:we'llcomefetchheronSundayor

Mondaywhenwegetback.

Tshego:Noproblem.

Musa:cool.

Me:Soyouwanttotellmewhyyoucalled?



Tshego:tocheckonyouguys.

Me:ohthanksSis.

Tshego:Youokay?

Me:I'mfine.I'llcomeandseeyoutomorrow.

Tshego:Youshouldcome..

Me:IWill

Tshego:whattime?

Me:Wellataround11.WhatshouldIbringyou?

Tshego:tinroofice-cream

Me:Ishouldn'thaveasked.

Tshego:Justthat.

Me:Okayfine.

Tshego:Seeyou.

Me:loveyou.

Tshego:Loveyoutoo.



Ihungup.

Musa:canTshegowalk?

Me:Nope.

Musa:She'shuge.

Me:She'spregnantbaby.

Musa:Youweren'tthathuge.

Me:Ilookedlikeawhaledontlie

Musa:I'mnotlying.

Therewasaknock.Musagotit.

Musa:Ma,howareyou?

Shesteppedin.



Mum:Howareyoukidsdoing?

Musa:Wearefinema,howareyou?

SheandMusahadgrowncloserovertheyears.

TshegoandIhadextendedthehousecozshe

livedwithNkeleaswellasTshepo'skids,the3

fromthedifferentbabymamasandHisfirst

childwithNoma,Dineo.Shewantedtotake

LwandileandLuyandabutIsaid"no".Tshepo

andNomahadthreekidsoftheirownandshe

lookedlikeshewaspregnantwithherfourthso

allinall7kids.Theyweremarriedthough.And

sowasElla,shewasmarriedtoXolani,Also3

kids.Icouldn'tkeepupreally.Iwashappywith

mytwo.Bongawasalsomarriedtoaverynice

girl,Grace,Ilikedher.AbeautifulSwatigirland

theyhadtwobeautifulgirls.Wegotalong.

Mum:I'mfine.



Shehadadriver.AllMusa'sdoing!

Mum:Imheretogetmygrandkids.

Theminutetheyheardhervoice,Theycame

runningtoherandhuggedher.

Lwandile:weleavingwithgogo.

Me:Oh?

Luyanda:MsKelly,pleasepackourbags.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttodothat.Minuteslater,theyweregone.

Me:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?



Musa:CozyouveryBeautiful.

Me:Wellyouveryhandsomeaswell.Whatdo

youwant?

Helaughed.

Musa:Switchthestoveoff.

Me:Okay.

Idid.

Musa:Comehere.

Iwentclosertohimandhedroppedthe

spaghettistripsofmydress.HeslowlyMoved

tomylips.Hiswarmbreathagainstmyskin

turnedmeon.



Me:Sothisiswhatyouwant?

Musa:Thisandaminiyou.
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Heslowlyunzippedthebackofmydressandit

droppedtothefloor,Ihadnothingunderneath.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Where?

Me:Anywhere.

Heroughlypickedmeandputmeonthe

counter.Hekissedmeagainandmoveddown

myneckwithhislipsstillonme,hemovedto

myshoulders,hekeptplantingkissestillhe

wasdownmybellybutton,Ihadgoosebumps.



Helookedatmeandsmiledagain.

Me:No.

Hegiggled.

Me:Musanodon'tgoDow...

Hedid.

Me:DamnitMusa!

Iheldontothecornersofthecounter,my

breathingratewasveryfast,hekeptmovingin

circlesandwhenhefinallygotinsideofme,I

wastrembling,hekepthiseyesonmeallthe

times.



Me:Godee...

HewentdeeperevenbeforeIcouldeven

completemysentenceandasIwasaboutto

reachmyclimaxhepulledout.Iwasshivering.

Me:Shit!

Hegiggled.

Musa:Youreachitwithme.

Hepickedmeupfromthecounterandtookme

toourbedroom.

Istillhadgoosebumps



Musa:Youwanttorest?

Ishookmyhead.

Musa:okay.

HepulledmylegsandIlandedonmybackon

thebed,tookmyhandsandputthemAbovemy

head.Hewentdeeperandhewasnoteven

givingmeachancetobreathe.Itriedgrabbing

thesheetsbuthepinnedmyhandsdownthe

bedanddrovedeeperinsideofme.Hekept

goingslowandfast..changingpaces.Whenhe

pulledout,Icaughtmybreath.

Musa:Hey.

Iwasstillshivering.



Musa:youcan'tspeak?

Iwasusedtohavingitmywaywithhim.

Me:IthinkIneedtosleep.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Heputasheetovermynakedbody.

Me:Sowenoteating?

Musa:WellIhaddessertalready



Ismiled.

Me:Clearly.

Musa:Youcanrestnow

Me:Idon'tthinkIwanttohavesexwithyou

anymore.

Musa:Idon'thavesexwithmywife.

Me:Right.

Musa:I'mserious.

Helookedsoperfect.Sosoperfect.

Me:mmmm

Musa:whatisit?

Me:Nothing.



Musa:Yousure?

Igiggled.

Me:I'msure.

Musa:Youreadyfortheweekendaway?

Me:Youwantmetobehonest?

Musa:Yes.

Me:noI'mnot.

Musa:whynot?

Me:willIbeshiveringandtremblinglikeIwas

today?

Musa:Yesyouwill.

Me:Ithoughtyouhavetorest..

Musa:Yes.Fromworking.

Me:Ain'tthis...



Musa:Nope.

Me:Mmm

Musa:weneverhavetimetodoanythingwhen

thosekidsarearound.

Yethewantedaminime!

Me:butyouwantaminime?

Musa:Wehavetohaveaminiyou.

Me:isitbecauseofPabi?

Musa:inaway..

Me:Isee.

Musa:Daughtersarecute.

Me:Oh?

Musa:yesbaby..Wouldbenicetohavealittle

princessrunningaroundthehouse.

Me:youwanttoplaydressupwithher?



Musa:Yes.

Me:Wellgoodluckbaby.

Helaughed.

Musa:Idon'tneedluck.

Ismiled.

Me:CanIsleep?

Musa:Afterthis

Iwasunderhimagain.Iwassotiredandonly

wokeupthenextdayandhehadjustgottenout

oftheshower..

Musa:morningMsKelly.

Me:MrLeornadohowareyou?



Musa:I'mfine..howareyouma'am?

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:Sleptwell?

Me:WellIdid.

Musa:Youkeptcallingmeinyoursleep.

Ilaughed.

Me:Musastoplying.

Musa:I'mnotlying.

Me:youare.

Musa:I'mtellingyou.

Me::youweren'tinmydreamsthough.

Musa:No?

Me:No.



Hehadatowelaroundhim.Igotoutofbed.

Me:Youknowwhatyouwanttoweartoday?

Musa:no.

Me:Mmm...

Iwentclosertohimanddroppedhistowel..

Musa:youknowIneedtogetto...

Iwentdownonhim

Musa:FlipRea!

Minuteslater,Ihadmybackagainstthewall,my

legswrappedaroundhimanditwasgoing

down.Heputmeonthebedanddrewoutof



me.

Me:Haveagreatdayatworkdaddy.

Musa:I'mgoingtobehereafterthemeeting.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'mgoingtoseeTshegoremember?

Musa:Ohcrap.

Me:I'llkeepmyvisitshortthough

Musa:Iwilldothat.

Iwatchedhimgetdressedandheleft.Icleaned

thehouseandwenttoseeTshego.

Tshego:Wellyoulooklikeyouhaditall.



Ilaughed.

Me:cozIcan..

Tshego:NotMe.Thepregnantone.

Me;OhI'msorry.Butyouknowpregnant

womencangetsomeright?

Tshego:It'snotthesame

Igiggled

Me:yourice-cream

Tshego:Thankyou

Me:Youreadytohaveyourlittleboy?

Tshego:Iam.WhenareyougivingLuyandaand

Lwandilealittlebrotherorsister?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Tshego:YouandMusaaredone?



Me:hewantsone

Tshego;Andyoudon't?

Me:I'mnotsureTshego..Toomuchwork.

Tshego:Iknowexactlyhowyoufeel..Didyou

tellhim?

Me:Idon'twanttobreakhisheart.

Tshego:Youthinkso?

Me:I'mjustnotreadyforathirdchild.Thetwins

areahandfulasitis.

Tshego:butyounotgettinganyyoungeryou

know?

IwaswithherforawhileandIwenthome,on

Thursdayafternoon,weheadedtoMumbo

island.Beautiful.WespentFridayinbed.Hedid

allsortsofthingstome.

Musa:Youokay?



Ihadjustwokenup.Heopenedthecurtains,the

sunwasout.

Me:heybaby.

Musa:Youokay?

Me:Ifeellikemypelvicgirdleisbroken.

Helaughed.

Musa:Imsorry.

Me:I'llbefine.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:Yes.

MyRemindertonewentoff.



Me:Ohcrap!Ihadanappointmentwithmy

doctor.

Musa:for?

Me:Formyshot.

Musa:Icalledheryesterday..toldheryouwont

becominginforafewmonths.Ididtheright

thingright?
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Iswallowedhard.

Musa:DidI?

Maybeitwasn'taboutme,maybethe9months

wouldpreparemeforthethirdone.MaybeIhad



tobesubmissive,Imean,hegaveme

everythingIwanted,tookmeeverywhereI

wantedtogoandtreatedmelikehisqueen.We

hardlyfoughtandevenifwediditwouldbe

aboutstupidthings,likememessingwithhis

ingredientsorhimleavinghischargerandUSB

stickseverywhere.Ihadtobeselfless.

Me:Youdidtherightthing.Youshouldhave

toldmefirstthough.

Igrabbedhisshirtandputiton.

Musa:I'msorry..

Me:Don'tmakeitahabitthough

Musa:Iwont.

Me:50/50thing..not80/20



Hegiggled.

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:Makeituptome.

Hepulledmebyhisshirt.

Me:Withoutyoubeinginsideofme.

Helaughed.

Me:Iknowright?

Musa:That'scruel.

Me:wecameallthewayheretohavesex?

Musa:It'spartofthereason.

Me:oh?



Musa:Younicerwhenwenotathome

Me:I'moffended.

Musa:Itsimplymeans,wehavenodistractions

whenweareawayfromhomeandourdriveis

higherthanitusuallyis.

Me:Wellthatmakessense.

Musa:SocanIundressyouknow?

Me;No.

Musa:Rea.

Me:mypelvicgirdlehurts.Idon'tevenknow

whatyoudidtome..

Helaughed.

Me:I'mserious.

Musa:SodoesthismeanIwon'ttouchyouuntil

wegethome?



Me:UntilI'mfine.

Musa:Aren'tyoufine?

Me:No..

Musa:Wheretonow?

Me:Totakeabath.

Musa:CanIcome?

Me:No.MusawenkosiLeornadoMabasastay

whereyouare.

Musa:justlikethat?

Me:justlikethat.

IfeltlikeIhadpricksundermyfeetwhenI

walked.Whathadhedonetome?Ifeltpainall

overmybody.Itwasastruggletogetupand

whenIwasdone,Ifoundhimcheckinghis

emails.Iputonlingerieandheclosedhis

laptop.



Me:Staythere!

Igrabbedonofhisshortsandputiton.

Musa:Youdoingthistome?

Me:youstaythere.

Musa:WhatkindofawifeareYou?

Me:I'magreatwife.

Musa:youthink?

Me:I'mhungry.

Musa;Good.WecanbothStarve.

Ilaughed.

Me:it'slikethatnow?

Musa:ithasto.



IchangedintoaAverycutedress.

Musa:yougoingout?

Me:Tohavebreakfast.

Musa:Inthatdress?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Andthatlingerieunderneathit?

Me:yes.

Itookmypurse.

Musa:Rea,Idareyoutowalkout

Me:watchme!

Ilefttheroomandwenttotherestaurant



downstairs,Iorderedcoffeeandaskedthe

waitertogivemeafewminutessoIcould

decideonwhatIwanted.10minuteslater,

Musasatoppositeme.Ilaughed.

Me:Quickshower?

Musa:tookmeexactly15minutes.

Icalledthewaiter.

Me:He'llhavethesame.

Waiter:okayma'am.

Heleftourtable.

Musa:Youreallywalkedaway?

Me:WellIwashungry.



Musa:Everheardofroomservice?

Me:Everheardofbeingturnedintoasnack?

Hesmiled.

Musa:Youareagreatsnack.

Me:toobad

Musa:Right?

Me:yep.WegoingseaKayaking.

Musa:Wegoingwhere?

Me:You'llsee.

Musa:Rea,youserious?

Me:Yep.

Musa:forreal?

Me:Youdon'tgettireddoyou?

Musa:nope.



Me:WellIthinkyougoingtohavetowaitbaby.

Musa:Foryoutoheal?

Me:Yes.

Musa:youknowIcanhelpyouhealRight?

Igiggled.

Me:justleavemealoneplease.

Musa:Fine.

Me:Thankyouandeat..yourfood'scoming.

Musa:fine.

WehadbreakfastandWewentKayaking.

Me:thisisfun.



Helookedatmewiththat"Reashutup"face

thathealwayspullswhenIforcehimtodo

things.

Me:WellIlikeit.

Musa:ofcourseyoudo.

Ismiled.

Me:AnythingtomakeMehappyright?

Musa:Readon'tstartwithme.Youhavemeout

hereinthesun..Kaytchingor...

Ilaughed..

Me:Kayaking!

Musa:Whatever.Canwegobacknow?



Me:Itoldyoutotakeahat.

Musa:Askyourfriendtoturn.

Hewasreferringtoourguide.HeandIshareda

fewlaughsandhewasnow"Myfriend"

Me:No.

Iputmyheadonhischest.

Me:Weareheretorelax.Yousaidityourself.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Mad?

Musa:Immadatthefactthatyouhave

somethingunderneaththatdressthatIreally



wanttotakeoffbutIcan't.

Me:Abitofpatiencewouldn'thurt.

Hewasveryrelievedwhenwegotbacktoour

roomcozhehadmywaywithme.Therestof

theweekendwasgreat.Ihadmissedmykids

somuch.Theywereactuallyveryhappytosee

us..Lwandilekeptonkissingmycheekand

Luyandahadhislittlearmsaroundme.

Me:OkayI'mhere..

Lwandile:HowareyouMsKelly?

Me:I'mFineMrJoséhowareyou?

Lwandile:Imissedyou.

Me:ImissedyoutooBaby.

Luyanda:ImissedyoutooMsKelly.

Me:SodidIMrJaden.Igotyouboys

something.



IgavethemtheirgiftsandIwasbeingkissed

again.

Me:Okay,okay,youcangoplaywiththose

outside.

Theyranoffexcitedly.IwenttocheckonMusa

inhisstudyandhehadfinishedcheckinghis

emails.

Me:Yourboysarewaitingforyou.

Heclosedhislaptop.

Musa:Seeyoulater.

Me:Havefun.



Musa:Ihopetheydon'thurtmyback.

Me:Fingerscrossed.

Hekissedmeandhewenttoplaywithhissons.

Astheweekswentby,Musastartedcoming

homelatefromwork,Ihardlysawhim,hecame

homelateandleftearly.We'dtextthoughwhen

Iwasatworkbuthewashardlyaround.Onthat

particularThursday,Iboughtmysonsgiftsand

tookthemoutfordinner.Theywaitedfordadto

comehomebuteventuallyslept.

Musa:Heybaby.

Me:hi.Its00:30

Musa:IknowbabyI'msosorry.

Me:youareverysorrythesedays.Whatisit?

Workismoreimportantthanyourfamilyright?

Youdon'thaveawifeandsonsanymore?Isit

becauseI'mnotpregnantyet?Whatisit?



Musa:Rea,I'mworking.I'llbedonesoonand

youcanhaveallthistimeyouwantfromme..I

can'tbedealingwithincompetentpeopleanda

naggingwifeaswell..

Me:naggingWife?Ohokay.

Musa:look,I'msorryIdidn'tmeanto...

Me:Youknowwhatitsokay.I'llstopnagging

andgiveadamnaboutmysonsonly.They

deserveloveandawarmhomeafterall.

Musa:YousayingIdon'tlovemysons?Rea,

justbecauseI'vebeencominghomelatefrom

workdoesntmeanIdontknowwhat's

importantandwhatisn'tanymore.

Me:Saysthemanwhocouldn'tevencallhis

sonsandwishthemahappybirthday.You

bettergetyouractright!
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HetookouthisphoneAndchecked.

Musa:flip!Babylook...

Me:I'mnotlookingatanything.

Musa:Rea,itwasamistake.

Me:Youcallforgettingyourkids'birthdaya

mistake?Musawhathasgottenintoyou?

Musa:I'llmakeituptothem.

Me:youcangosleepintheguestroom..

Musa:babyplease...Rea!

Iwalkedawayfromhim,shutandlockedthe

doorandslept,thenextday,Igotthekidsready

forschoolandI,forwork.

Lwandile:MsKelly?

Me:MrJosé



Lwandile:Where'sdad?

Luyanda:Hedidntsingforusyesterday.

Me:Iknowbaby

Lwandile:Didhecomehome?

Musa:Idid.Helloboys.

Theyranuptohim.

Lwandile:Dad!

Luyanda:MsKellygotuscars.

Lwandile:theylooklikerealcars.Wecanget

intothemanddrive.

Musa:Ohthat'sniceofyoumum.

Ikeptquiet.



Me:Youguysshouldfinishyourcereal.Come..

Theysatattheirtable.

Musa:howaboutItakeyouboysoutfora

movietonight?I'llcomefetchyouatschool

Luyanda:okay.

Lwandile;Whatarewegoingtowatch?

Musa:we'llseewhenwegetthere.

Luyanda:okay.

Musa:finisheating.

Theykeptquietandcontinuedeating

Me:hereyougo..

Igavehimhisbreakfast.



Musa:Younottalkingtome?

Me:IonlyspeakwhenIhavesomethingtosay.

Myphonerang.

Me:Heysis

Tshego:Hey.

Me:Howareyou?

Tshego:Free.

Me:Free?

Tshego:Igavebirth.

Me:what?

Igotsoexcited.

Me:How'shedoing?



Tshego:Itsnota"he".Itsagirl.

Me:Wethrewababyshower,boughtboy

clothesforagirlchild?

Tshego:Youmustthrowanotherone.My

doctormadeamistake.

Me:soyourlittlegirlisgoingtowearboy

clothes?

Tshego:yes.Thisbabywasprobablyconfused.

Maybeitwantedtobeaboythenchangedits

mind.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'llbuyherclothes.Ican'tcomeseeyouat

thehospitalright?

Tshego:Nah.Youknowthepolicy.Parentsonly.

Me:youknowwhenyougoinghome?

Tshego:notyet..



Me:I'msohappyforyousis.Congrats.

Tshego:Thankssis.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup.

Me:areyoukidsdone?

Luyanda:Wedone.

Me;Dishesinthesink.

Musa:Westilltalking.

Me;Ihavetotakemychildrentoschool.

Musa:okay..

Itookmybagandkeys.

Me;say"bye"toyourfather.



Theydidandweleft.

Luyanda:Youcomingtothemovieswithus?

Me:noI'mnotmyAngel.

Lwandile:ArewestillgoingtothatplaceI

showedyou?

TheyhadaskedustotakethemtoZimbabwe

coztheylikedsomecavestheysawonthe

papershadcamewithsowecoulddecideon

ourfamilytrips.Thosekidswereweird,they

likedanythingthathadtodowithcaves.We

oncetookthemtosterkfonteincavesandhada

hardtimetryingtoconvincethemthatitwas

timetogo.

Me:Nextweek.Itoldyouyesterday



Theyhadn'tbeenoutinages.Itwassomething

MusaandIhadplannedondoingjustafterthey

turnedfive.

Luyanda:okay.

Lwandile:Dad'scoming?

Me:Yesheis.

Lwandile:okay

Me:hereweare.Timeforschool.

Ihelpedthemout

Me:Iloveyouboys..

"Iloveyoutoo"

TheysaidatthesametimeandIkissedthem.I



watchedthemrunoffandwenttowork.Iwas

veryhappywhenIknockedoffandasIwason

mywayhome,IgotacallfromMsSophie.

Me:MsSophie

Sophie:MrsMabasahowareyou?

Me:Iamgood.Isthereanythingwrong?

Sophie:Yes.I'mstillherewiththetwins.Who's

fetchingthem?

Me:Mykidsarestillatschool?

Sophie:yesma'am...

Me:I'llbethereshortly.

Sophie:Okay.

Me:I'msosorry.

Sophie:Itsokay.

Imadeau-turnandwenttogetmychildren.I



apologizedtoMsSophieandthankedherfor

watchingthem.

Luyanda:daddidn'tcome.

Lwandile:We'vebeenwaitingforhim..

Me:I'msorrybabies.

Luyanda:I'mhungry.

Lwandile:metoo.

Theyweresosad.IstoppedatMcDonald'sfor

theirmealsandafterthatwewenthome.With

thatbitofhope,theyhad,theywaitedforMusa

totakethemtothemoviesaspromisedbutit

neverhappened.Tocheerthemup,Idid.Even

whenwewentbackhome,hewasn'tthere.I

wenttoputthemtobedandslepttoo.Thenext

morning,Musawassleepingnexttome,Ididn't

evenknowwhenhegotthere.Hewasdeepin

hissleep,Iaskedmumtoaskherdrivertoget



thetwinsanddropthemoffatschooland30

minuteslater,theyhadleft.Iwasgoinginlate.I

wenttogetajugofwaterandpoureditoverhis

face.

Musa:Whatthe...Reawhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:Youarewhat'swrongwithme.Youtoldmy

sonsthatyou'dfetchthemfromschoolandyou

didn't.

Musa:Ohcrap!

Me:Saidyou'dtakethemtothemoviesbutyou

didn't.Whatthehellisyourproblem.

Musa:Igotcaughtup.

Me:Inanotherwoman'svagina?

Musa:what!Reano..Iwouldneverdothatto

you.

Me:Thenwhatisit?

Musa:Thingsarehecticatwork.Weworkingon



threenewcontractsandit'stakingupourtime.

Me:oh?AndyouthinkIcare?

Musa:Imdoingthisforus.

Me:Idon'tcareMusa.Idon'tcareaboutthe

millionsyouhaveinyourbankaccountorthe

millionsyoutryingtoget.Idon'tcare.Ihavea

roofovermyhead,foodinthefridge,clotheson

mybody,Idon'tcareabouteverythingelseyou

tryingtoget.Youarewelloff,youmissedyour

sons'birthday,stoodthemup,doyouknowhow

thatbrokemyheart?Toseetheirlittlefaces

coveredinsadness.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Idon'tknowwhoyouareanymore.

Iwenttothebathroom,tookashowerandwent



towork.IgotatextfromTshegotellingmethat

shehadbeendischargedsoduringmylunch

hour,Iwenttogetmyniece,girlclotheseven

thoughIknewBokanghadalreadyboughtthem.

Auntyduties.Iwenttogetmybabiesfrom

schoolandwewenttoTshego's.

Me;She'ssocute..

Lwandile:Shelookslikeanalien.

Tshegolaughed.Sheknewhedidn'tmeanit.

Lwandilewassomethingelse.

Me:Takethatback..

Lwandile:She'scute.

Luyanda:what'shername?

Tshego:Tshepang.

Me:You'vealwayslovedthatname.



Tshego:Ihavehey.

Me:YoutwocangoplayoutsidewithPabiand

Thato.

Theydid.

Tshego:Areyouokay?

Me:Nope

Tshego:Whatisit?

Me:I'mlosingMusa,hecomeslate,heforgot

hissons'birthday,hesaidhe'lltakethemtothe

moviesandhedidn't.Heforgottogetthem

fromschool.Tshego,Idon'tknowanymore.

Tshego:Work?

Me:That'swhathesays.

Tshego:Itis.Bokangwenttogoseehim

sometimelastweek,hisPAsaidhisscheduleis

crazy.



Me:Idon'tknow.

Tshego:Hewouldnevercheatonyou.Musa

lovesyouandhissons.

Me:yeahright.

Iplayedwithmycutenieceandweleft2hours

later.Thesamethingwenton,latecomingand

earlyleaving.Ipackedourbags.

Lwandile:Weleavingwithoutdad?

Me:Yourdad'snotinterestedinourtrip.Come.

Weneedtogettotheairport.

Ihadbeenwaitingforhimbutnothing.Wehad

promisedthekidswe'dtakethemtoZimbabwe

fortheir5thsothat'swhatIwasgoingtodo.I

droveustotheairportandtheywerevery

excitedwhenwearrived,weweretakentoour



hotelandthefirstthingtheydidwasswim.

Atleasttheywerehavingfun.ThenextFriday,

wewenttoseetheirChinhoyicaves.Whenwe

gotbacktothehotel,theyweresleepingsoI

hadtobesuperwomanagainandcarrythem

liketheywerebagsofmaizemeal.

"CanIhelp?"

Me:Noyoucan't.

Musa:Reaplease.

HetookLuyanda.Hespoketothereceptionist

andwewentuptotheroomwhichwasinitially

bookedforthe4ofus.Weputthekidsdown.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Musa:CameHeretospendtimewithmyfamily.



Me:Really?Youhaveafamilynow?Thistrip

wasoneofyour"ohcrap"thingsright?

Musa:Ithadcompletelyslippedmymindyes

butI'mHerenow..tookthefirstflightoutthis

morning.

Me:Youcantakeanotherflightback.Wedoing

finewithoutyou.
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#70....thelast!

Musa:BabypleaseDontdothis.

Me:Musaleave..

Musa:justletmestayplease.Forthesakeof

theboys.

Ilookedatmykids.



Musa:Please.

Ichangedintoshortsandwenttothepatio

leavinghiminside.Isatthereinsilencefor

sometimeandheardscreamscomingfromour

room.Theboyswereup,knowingMusa,hehad

wokenthemup.Minuteslater,theywereintheir

swimwearandIwatchedastheyplayedhappily

withtheirfather..

Lwandile:MsKelly!

Hewavedatme.

Luyanda:youdon'twanttoplaywithus.

Ishookmyhead.



Me:No..

Lwandile:Why?

Me:CozIdon'twanttoswimtoday.

Luyanda:youlooknice.

Igiggled.

Me:Thankyou.Havefuninthere.

"Youhaveabeautifulfamily"

Iturnedmyhead.Someladysatnexttome.

Me:Thankyou

"Cassandra"

Me:Kelly.



Cassie:andyoudolooknice.

Me:youtoo.

Cassie:howoldarethey?

Me:turned5lastweek.

Cassie:Theyareveryhandsome.

Me:Thankyou.

Alittlegirlwavedather.

Me:Yourdaughter?

Cassie:Yes.I'mwithmyfamilyaswell.They

areoverthere.

Herhusbandwaswiththekidsaswell.

Me:3beautifuldaughters.Youhaveabeautiful

familyaswell.



Cassie:Thankyou.Nogirlchild?

Me:No.

Cassie:Youlucky.

Me:Youthink?

Cassie:Washopingforatleasttwoboys.

Me:Wedon'talwaysgetwhatwewantRight?

Cassie:True.SoI'mguessingyoufromSouth

Africaright?

Me:yesIam

Cassie:Gauteng,KZN?

Me:Gauteng.

Cassie:Ohnice.IliveinEdenvale.

Me:Ohnice.Weusedtolivetherebutmoved

afterourfamilygotbigger.

Shelookedlikealoner.



Cassie:Ohthat'snice.Makessensewhy,you

figuredtheboysneededabiggerspace.

Me:Yeswedid.YouLooklikealoner.

Shelaughed.

Cassie;YesIamactually.Veryanalytical

Me:Iam.

Cassie:Myliferevolvesaroundmyhouse,

husbandandmy3kids.

Me:Ohhousewife?

Cassie:YesIam

Me:How'sthat?

Cassie:Workingout?

Me:Yes.

Cassie:Well,I'vegottenusedtoit.Imean,Ifell

pregnantwhenIwasdoingmyfirstyearand

+



thatwasit.

Me:That'sbad.

Cassie:Ihonestlyfellinlovewithbeingastay

AtHomemum.

Wehadmommyconversationsandshetook

mynumber.ThehusbandsmetinthepoolandI

wasintroducedtoherhusbandandshewas

introducedtomine.Theywereaveryhappy

couple.Wehadafewdrinkswiththemand

watchedasthekidsplayedthenlater,parted.

Thetwinsfellasleepaftertheirmeal.

Musa:baby?

Iwasoutsideourroomlookingatthestarsand

thebeautifulview.



Musa:Rea?

Iturnedtolookathim.

Musa:Pleaseforgiveme.

Me:forwhatexactly?

Musa:ForeverythingIhaven'tbeendoingright.

Me:okay

Musa:Justletmemakeituptoyou.

Me:Really?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Webothknowyougoingtoforget.You

sufferfromamnesiathesedaysright?

Musa:No.I'mdonewithallofthatnow.

Ikeptquiet..



Musa:Reaplease.YoursilenttreatmentIs

deathtomysoul..

Me:IhavenothingtosaytoyouMusa.

Musa:Scream,shout,anything.

Me:no.Nottoday.canIbeleftalone?

HewentbacktotheroomandIstayedoutside

foranhourthenwenttobed.Therestofthe

weekendwasfun.IspentmytimewithCassie

andMusaandherhusbandwerewiththekids.

Assoonaswelandedback,mumcametofetch

hergrandsons.Thenextday,Ihadtogetupfor

workthoughIwastired,Iwentthroughafew

dressesIhadboughtonlineanddecidedto

wearoneofthem.Myhairandmake-upwere

done..Ilookedcute.Naturalandwithbraidson

inahighbun.MusawatchedasIputonthe

dressthroughthemirrorandIwasstuckasI



hadtozipit.Assoonasoureyesmetandhe

chuckledandcametohelpme.

Me:thankyou.

Musa:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.Iironedyouashirtthatwillgo

wellwiththosepants.

MUSA:thankyou.

Iputonmyshoesandtookmybag..

Musa:Haveagreatdayatwork

Me:Youtoo.

Igotmylaptopbagandleft.AfterIknockedoff,

Iwenttomum'stoseemysons.Alltheydid

waskissmycheeksz,toldmeI'mloved,thatI



lookedniceandwentofftoplay.Notimefor

mummy.

Mum:Youwenttoworklikethat?

Me:Yesma.

Mum:Musaletyouout?

Ilaughed..

Me:yeshedid..

Mum:tjo..

Me:Youokayma?

Mum:I'mfine.

Me:That'sgood.

Mum:Rea?

Me:Mama?



Mum:youdon'tthinkitstimeyouhadanother

child?

Me:mumdon'tyouthinkyouhaveenough

grandkids?

Mum:Yes.ButyouneedtoextendtheMabasa

family.

Me:Ihaveto?

Mum:YesRea.

Me;Mum,Idon'tthinkIwanttotalkaboutthis

now.

Mum:Okayfine.

Me:Yesma'am.

Mum:It'sfine.

Ileftataround18:00andwhenIgothome,

Musahadwentallout..Itwasacutedinnerset

up.



Musa:Welcomehome.Dinnerfortwo?

Me:Youandyourworkload.

Musa:Meandmywife.

Me;I'mgoingtobed.

Musa:Babycomeon.

Hepulledme

Musa:AndIdon'tknowwhyyoudoingthiscoz

youlookhungry.

Igiggled.

Musa:I'msorry..

Me:Iamhungryactually.

Musa:sojoinme.



Me:I'lldishupandgoeatinthe

bedroom..withoutyou.

Musa:Rea,I'msorry.

Ilookedathim.

Me:Really?

Musa:Iwon'tdoitagain.Ijusthaveonelast

meetingonThursdaythatendsat19:30andI'm

done.

Me:wastheresomeoneelse?

Musa:Notherewasn't!Iwouldnevercheaton

youRea.YouknowIneverwanttoseeyouhurt

you.

Me:Mmm...

Musa:Iswear.

Me:fine.



Musa:canIbeforgivennow?

Me:Iforgiveyou.

Musa:CanIgetyououtofthis,Ididn'twantto

letyoustepoutthismorning.

Igiggled.

Me:Iknowyoudidn't..Isawthelustinyour

eyes.

Helaughed.

Musa:CanIhavemywaywithyou?

Iwasnthungryanymore.Mymouthwentdry.

Me:youcan.



Hehadhiswaywithme.Wemissedeachother

cozafterbeingintimate,wewerebacktothe

ReaandMusathatspokeforhoursonend.

Makingout,laughing,talking,sarcasm,

gossiping,thatwasjustus.OnThursday,he

wentforhismeetingandcamebackbefore

20:00.

Me;Heybaby.

Musa:hey.

Me:YouwanttoseewhatIhaveunderthisshirt?

Musa:Notnow.I'mactuallyverytired.

Me:Oh.

Ilookedathim.

Me:howwasyourmeeting?



Musa:itwasfine.Justhadareallylongday.

Me:Icanimagine.Musa?

Musa:Baby?

Me:Rememberwhenwesaid,nothingornoone

willevercomebetweenus?

Musa:Wontforgetthat.Noonewill.

Me:Someoneisaboutto...

Helookedatme.

Me:I'vespentclosetosixyearswithyou,been

throughtheworstandthebestwithyou..You've

protectedmefromallthattriedtoharmmeand

lovedmeunconditionally,youknowmyheart

beatsforyou,youknowyouaremyworldand

theloveIhaveforyourunsdeep.Butyou

walkedinhereandhuggedme,yousmellofher

fragranceandyouhaveherlipstickmarkson



yourcheek...Babywhoisshe?

POTG

Sheruinedmylife,sheruinedmyhappiness,the

littleheavenwehadcreatedforourselveswas

inruins.Shecameintomylifeandalljustbroke

down.Alljustfaded,Ihadlosthim.Idon'teven

knowhowshemanagedtodoallofthatinwhat

seemedtobeinsplitseconds.Iwasonaedge

readytogiveinandthrowinthetowel,however,

thislittlevoiceinmyheadtoldmetonotgive

up.Myheartwouldn'tallowmeto.Mylovefor

himwouldn'tlethimgo.Icouldn't.SoIwas

willingtofight,Iwaswillingtofightforwhat

wasrightfullymine,fightformykids,willingto

fightfortheonlymanItrulylovedaftermy

father,IwaswillingtofightevenifitmeantI

hadtodieforit...
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