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ItwasFridaymorningthedayofthematricresults,I

wasdreadinggettingoutofbedbecauseIwas

nervous.ThouIhaveputeverythinginmyexamsso

muchcanstillgowrong.Ihadregisteredinvarious

universitiesusingmypretermresultsandIgot

acceptedin3,awaitingmyfinalresultstocomplete

admission.IwokeupandSkhumbuzo'ssideoffthe

bedwasempty,oohwellhe'sprobablydownstairs.i

gotbackunderthesheetsagainbutbeforeIcould

evenclosemyeyesIheardthedooropenand

withoutadoubtIknewitwasSkhumbuzo.

Skhu:WakeyWakeyprettyface

Ndonimumblingfromunderthesheets

Ndoni:MmmhSkhumbuzoIwannasleep

Skhu:Comeonbabe,Imadeyoubreakfast.



Knowingmyhusbandhewasn'tgonnagiveup,even

ifitmeanthehadtofeedmesoIsatupstraighton

thebedandheplacedatraywithbreakfastonthe

bed.Thefoodlookedamazingbutthesmellofeggs

upsetmystomach,myintestineswereturningandu

couldfeelthemcomeupmythroat.Iquicklygotout

ofbedandrushedtothebathroomandkneeledIn

frontofthetoiletandthrewuplikenoone's

business.Skhumbuzokneeledbesidesmeandsaid

nothingbutbrushedmyback.AfterawhileIwas

done,SkhuhelpedmeupandIwenttobrushmy

teethandbacktothebedroom

Skhu:Areyouok?

Ndoni:Thanksforbreakfast,it'sbeautifulbutthe

smellofthoseeggs.You!

Skhu:(smiling)It'sokmylove,I'llgomakeyousome

drytoastandrooibostea.Ithelpswiththenausea

Ndoni:Thankyoubaby

SkhumbuzotookthetraydownstairsandImade

thebedthendecidedtogohavebreakfast

downstairstoo.



Skhu:Feelingbetter?

Ndoni:SotiredIcouldsleepthewholeday.Need

anyhelpwithbreakfast??

Skhu:Thanksbabe,justsitandI'lljoinyouinasec

IsatdownandSkhucamewithbreakfastandwe

are.

Skhu:Anyplansfortheday?

Ndoni:Assoonastheresultscomethrough,amoff

tobedandsleepingtilltomorrow.Thispregnancyis

gonnakillme,amsotired.

Skhu:Soyouregisteredforthedepartmenttosend

theresultstoyourphone?

Ndoni:Yes

Skhu:Ihaveanidea,whilewewaitfortheresults

whynotcuddleonthecouchandwatchsmovie.I

tookthedayoff

Ndoni:Thatsoundsgreat,butdon'tblamemeifIfall

asleephalfwaythroughthemovie

Skhu:Nothingmakesmehappythanwatchingyou



sleep.

Wefinishedeatingthendidthedishes

together,afterthatwewenttowatchTVwhile

waitingfortheresults

Skhu:IinvitedStheandPhindioverforabraai

later,tocelebrateyourresults

Ndoni:WhatifIfailSkhumbuzo!

Skhu:Youwon'tmyloveIhavefaithinyou.

Ndoni:Dowehaveenoughmeat,wealsoneed

saladsforthebraai.

Skhu:Icheckedbeforeinvitingthemover,wehave

enough.

IhadmyheadinSkhu'schestwhilewewatched

somerom-comandhewasplayingwithmyhair

Skhu:Howaboutwegoonhoneymoon,wenever

reallyhadsomealonetime.

Ndoni:Nowthatyoumentionit,I'dlovetogoaway

justthetwoofus.BeforeIstartlookinglikeafat

hippo



Skhu:Mybeautifulsexyhippo,thenwecouldtellthe

familyaboutthepregnancywhenwecomeback.

Ndoni:Let'sdoit,whynot

Skhu:Fantastic,I'llmakearrangements.Howdoes

Wednesdaysound

Ndoni:WednesdayisperfectI'llstartpacking.

WecontinuewatchingthemovieandIfeltlikeice

creamsoIgotupandwenttothefridge,therewas

noicecreamsoIjuststoodthereandtearsburnt

myeyesandIletthemflowout.

Ndoni:(crying)Skhumbuzo!

HecouldhearthatIwascryingsohecametome

andhuggedme

Skhu:What'swrongNana,areyouok?Areyouin

anypain?

Hewashuggingmeandbrushingmyback

Ndoni:Icecream

Icouldfeelhimlaughingbehindmebutheheld

himself.Heheldmywaistandlookedmeinmyeyes



Skhu:Godyoupregnant!Nanayoucryingbecause

there'snoicecream

Ndoni:Iwanticecreamandthere'snoninthefridge!

Skhu:(smiling)OkaaahI'llcallStheandashimto

bringsomeok.

Inoodedmyheadinagreementashewipedoffmy

tears.

Skhu:NowsmileandI'llmakeyousomefruitssalad

whileIcallStheok.

Ndoni:Okay

IwentbacktothecouchandSkhumadethecall

Sthe:HandsomeuncleSthehere,howmayIbeof

help?

Skhu:HeiNtwanaIneedyoutodashtotheshops

reallyfastandgetmesomeicecream.

Sthe:Icecream!?

Skhu:Don'taskjustgetmeicecreamandfastorI'll

besleepingonthecouchtonight.

Sthe:(laughing)OoohIgetit,whatflavor?



Skhu:Justgeteverythingtheyhave

Sthe:ShouldIaddsomeperiperiandonionsor

somemayonnaise?(Laughing)

Skhu:SthembisoZunguIswearam...

Sthe:okdudeamonmywaytoworkbutIcanbe

therein30min

Skhu:Ioweyouonedude

Heendedthecallandmademethefruitsaladand

cametositwithme.Iatethesaladand

Skhumbuzo'sphonerang,helookedatitandplaced

itonthecoffeetablewithoutanswering.

Ndoni:Whowasthat?

Skhu:Idon'tknowthenumber

Ndoni:Answerit,maybeit'simportant

Thephonerangagainbuthejustignoreditandthat

sentmyemotionsshootingthroughtheroof,I

pickedupthephoneandansweredit

Ndoni:MrsZunguspeakingcanIhelpyou?

Assoonasthecallerheardmyvoicethecallcutoff



Ndoni:Hello!

Ithrewthephonetothetableandlookedat

Skhumbuzo.

Ndoni:Who'scallingyouSkhumbuzo!?

Skhu:Idon'tknowbaby,Whatdidtheysay?

Ndoni:Theyhungupassoonastheyheardmy

voice!AreyoucheatingonmeSkhumbuzoZungu?

Wasthatyoursidechickcallingandthat'swhyyou

didn'twannaanswer?

Skhu:Myloveplease,ItoldyouIdon'tknowthe

numberandI'dnevercheatonyou.Where'sallthis

comingfrom?

Tearsjustbetrayedmeandrandownmycheeks.

Ndoni:Ifyoucan'tbrutallykillsomanyhuman

beingsandstillsleepsopeacefullyatnightthenam

surecheatingisahobbyforyou

Skhu:What!Nanaplease,okamsorrythen

Ndoni:mxm!

Iplacedthesaladbowlonthetableandrushed



upstairs

Skhu:Nanapleasewait,whataboutyouricecream?

Ndoni:Eatitorbetteryetgiveittoyoursidechick!

Igottothebedroomandthrewmyselfonthebed

andstartedcrying.

Skhu:Lordhelpme!

Itookmyphoneandgoogledideasonhowto

apologizetoapregnantwife

Skhu:Whoevercalledbetterhaveagoodreason

causeifnotamgonnahammertheiremptyskull.

NX!

ThesamenumbercalledagainwhileIwasonthe

internet,thistimeIanswered.

Skhu:Yes!

Linda:HiSkhuit'sme

Skhu:Youwho?JesusChrist!

Linda:It'sLinda

Skhu:Lindawho?Infactdon'ttellmecauseIdon't



wannaknow.

Linda:Skhumbuzoweneedtotalk,it'simportant

Skhu:Listenhere,whoeveryouare.Stopcallingme

ordevilhelpmeiwillrearrangeyourfacesobad

notevenyourmakerwillrecogniseyou.

Linda:Skhumbuzoplease

Ihungupthephoneandwentupstairstocheckup

onmywife.Ifoundheronthebedsleeping

Skhu:Pregnancyisgonnadriveyoucrazymy

love(smiling)

Itookoffmyshoesandgotonthebedwithmy

wife,IjustwatchedhersleepthenIplacedmyhand

onhertummy

Skhu:Hellomylittlerascals,daddywantstoaskfor

alittlefavour.Goeasyonmommyok,causeify'all

gohardonmommydaddysuffersok.

IcoveredNdoniwithathrowthenwentback

downstairstowaitforStheandhearrivedcarrying

like6tubsoffice-cream,differentflavours

Sthe:Deliveryfortheice-creamtruck(shouting)



Skhu:IfshehearsyousaythatIswearyouin

trouble

Sthe:Here'syourice-creamamofftowork,areyou

ok?

Skhu:AmgoodjustannoyedthatLindacalledand

nowNdoniisupset

Sthe:SkinnyLinda?

Skhu:YeahbutItoldherweretogetoffIjusthope

shegetsthemessage

Sthe:OkayNtwanaamoffseeyoulater

Skhu:SureNtwana

StheleftandIwentbacktothenetthistimeI

googled"howtopleaseanoveremotionalpregnant

woman"

Gogo,Veronica,HlengiweandRazorwereatthe

tablehavingbreakfastwhichHlengiwehadmade.

Gogo:ThefoodinniceHlengiweyouneedtogo

easyontheoilthou,Ineedtofitintomywedding

dressnextweek.



Hlengiwe:Raymondtellsmeyougettingmarried

ma,ifyouneedanyhelpjustshout.

Gogo:Ihateshouting!Butthanks

Veronica:SoNkanyisoareyougonnabethebest

man?

Razor:Itoldyoutostopcallingmethat,onlymy

mothercallsmethat

Gogo:Yeshewillbethebestmanordidyouwanna

doitVeronica!Nithandaizintomaan!

Veronica:SomacanIbeyourmaidofhonour?

Gogo:I'llthinkaboutit

Hlengiwe:Myweddingwasabeachweddingandit

wastodiefor

Gogo:Oooh!Soyouweremarried?

Hlengiwe:Yesma

Gogo:Iseeandyouprobablyhave5kidswaitingto

runthroughthatdooranyminute!

Razor:Motherplease!



Gogo:WellIwantmyNkanyisotomarryavirgingirl

Veronica:Virginsdon'texistanymoremother.

Gogo:Thesamewaymoneydoesn'tgrowon

trees,getajobVeronica!

Hlengiwe:SpeakingofjobsIbettergetgoingbefore

amlate

Gogo:Andwhoisgoingtowashallthisdirty

plates,AngelGabriel!?

Razor:I'lldothedishesmother

Veronica:I'llhelpyou

ThefamilyfinishedeatingandRaymondclearedthe

tableandHlengiweleftforwork

Gogo:Amgoingupstairstocallmypastoraboutthe

wedding,donotbreakmydishesNkanyiso

Razor:Dadwillbuyyounewone's,hehasmoney

Gogo:Yourdad'smoneyisminenotyours!Wash

thosedishesanddon'tbreakthem.

GogowentupstairsandRazorstartedonthedishes,

Veronicacametojoinhim



Veronica:Whatdoyoudoforaliving?

Razor:Don'tyouhaveanythingtodoaroundthe

housebesidesannoyingme!

Veronica:Amjusttryingtomakeasconversation

Razor:Amtryingtomindmyownbusinessnow

pleaseexcuseme.

VeronicawenttowatchsometelevisionandRazor

finishedupwiththedishesandleftforworktoo.

Veronica:KeeprunningNkanyisobuteventuallyyou

willbemineevenifIhavetousemutitopushyou

intherightdirection.

AllmylifeIhavecarriedmyselfasaprincess,

dreamtofabigroyalweddingtoarichhandsome

prince.Ievenpracticedmyspeechforthe

coronationwhenIbecomequeenbutallthose

wishesanddreamsjustgotblownawaybywind

rightinfrontofmyeyes.IhavetowatchNdonihave

itallwhileIhavenothing,asifthat'snotpain

enoughIhavetodealwithhavinganewqueenin

thehouse.Lordgivemestrength!Igotoutofbed

andmademywaydownstairsstillinmypjsfor



breakfastandthetwoqueenswerealreadyatit

Nokubonga:Yousittingonmychair!

Thobile:Usedtobeyourchair,it'sminenow

Nokubonga:Sayswho?Listentomeyounggirliam

thefirstwifeinthispalaceandthequeen.That

chairismine

Thobile:OoohpleaseNokubonga!YouandIboth

knowhowyougotyourtittle,Iamqueenbybirth

andbloodandnexttothekingIshallseatandrule.

Isatdownbutmymotherremainedstandingwith

herhandsfoldedonherchest,myfathercameto

joinsecondafterme.Thobilestooduptowelcome

him

Thobile:Mykingyouwelcome

Nkosi:(smiling)Goodmorningfamily,youmayseat

myqueen

FathersatdownthenThobilebutmymother

remainedonherfeet

Nkosi:Nokubongasitplease



Nokubonga:Takeaverygoodlookaroundyou

Zanokuhle,whereamItositcauseyourdearwife

hereissittingonmychair!

Nkosi:ComeonNokubongait'sjustachair,sitdo

wecanhavebreakfast.

Nokubonga:SoNkosiyoujustgonnaallowherhave

everythingofmine!Firstitwasmyhusbandand

nowmychair,what'snextmytittle?

Thobile:Thetittleyoukilledsomanyinnocentsouls

tokeep!

Nkosi:Ladiesplease!Nokubongasitandlet'seatI

haveameetingwiththecouncil'sboard.

NokubongafinallysatdownnexttoNolithaand

theystartedeating

Nokubonga:Iseeourhusbandhasbeenwhispering

sweetwordsintoyourearaboutme.

Thobile:IwishitweresweetcausefromwhatI

heardyouareanythingbutsweet

Nokubonga:IseeIbethealsotoldyouhowhegot

hissonswifepregnant



Thobile'seye'spoppedoutandshelookedatthe

king

Thobile:What!?

NokubongawaslaughingandNolithajustwanted

thegroundtoswallowher.

Nkosi:Youjustcouldn'twaittorubitinNokubonga

nowcouldyou!

Thobilegotupfromthetablewithhercheeksred

fromangerorwasitshock

Thobile:ExcusemeIhavetogogetreadyforwork

Nkosi:ThobileIcanexplain

Thobileleftandthekingfollowedher

Noli:Jeezmother!Wasthatnecessary

Nokubonga:Iwillnotsitbyandallowthatlittlegirl

takeeverythingIhaveworkedsohardfor

Noli:Youtookawayeverythingfrommewithyour

lies,yetyoudon'tseemethrowingtantrumseach

chanceIget.Growupmother!

Nokubonga:Nolithaamstillyourmotherandyou



willnottalktomelikethat.EverythingIdidwasfor

youandyourbrother.

Noli:Congratulationsthenmother,youruinedour

lives!AmjustgladbrotherZweliisn'theretosee

whatamonsteryoutrulyare

Igotupandrushedtomyroomleavingmother

alone

Nokubonga:LordwhathaveIdone!

NkosifoundThobiletakingherthingsandgetting

readytoleaveforwork

Nkosi:MyladypleaseIcanexplain,Iwasn'tmyself

Iswear.Iwasunderaspell

Thobile:Ooohpleasestop!Awholekinglikeyou

hidinghisincapabillitiestocontrolhisfeelings

behindvoodoo

Nkosi:It'sthetruthThobilepleasebelieveme.

Thobile:Iwillnotbemarriedtoaweakmanwho

getsbewitchedsoeasily!TalktoGob'izizwetake

backyourpower

Nkosi:Whatdoyouthinkshouldbedone?



Thobile:Idon'tknow.JustdosomethingcauseI

wantastrongmantoleadandprotectmenot

followme.Takebackyoupowerandbethe

man,leadmeandIshallfollow

Nkosi:Amreallysorryyoufoundoutaboutthis

Zevilethinglikethis

Thobile:Amlateforwork,pleaseexcuseme.Oooh

andonemorething,Iwantthatgirloutoffmy

palace

Nkosi:Who?

Thobile:Yourpregnantsidechick

Nkosi:Wherewillshegomylove,she'spregnant

withmychild

Thobile:Idon'tcare!Sendhertoamental

institution,sendherbacktoherpeopleorwhatever.

Idon'twantherhere!

ThobileleftNkosiinthebedroomwithalottothink

about,shewenttopassNokubongafinishingup

withbreakfast

Thobile:HavealovelydayNokubonga



Nokubonga:MxM!

ThobileleftforworkandNokubongawastryingto

figureoutawaytogetbackherpower,butwith

Mkhovugoneitwasgonnabeveryhard.Nkosi

upstairswasdoingsomeselfneededintrospection

andwhathiswifesaidreallyhithome.

Ican'tbelieveSkhumbuzo'shunguponmejustlike

that,anywayIhaveafewcardstoplay.Iwillgethis

attentiononewayortheother,IwillbeMrsZungu.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledmyfriendTrish

Linda:Higirlfriendhowareyou?

Trish:Amgoodfriend,owslife?

Linda:Kuroughmyfriend,that'swhyamcalling.I

needafavour

Trish:Anythingtohelpagirlfriendout,whatdoyou

need?

Linda:DoesyourboyfriendstilldohisITstuff?

Trish:Yes

Linda:GreatIneedyoutoaskhimtochangesome

datesonavideoIhaveandmakeitlookmore



recent

Trish:Okthatsoundseasyenough,sendmethe

video

Linda:Thanksmyfriend,makesureheshowsthe

dateonthevideo

Trish:Justdon'tforgetmewhenyoumakeitand

swimminginmoney

Linda:Nevermyfriend

Trish:Okbye

Linda:Byefriend

Iendedthecallandsmiledtomyself

Linda:AllIneednowisababytofoolproofmy

story.Thatlittlegirlwon'tknowwhathither
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Inlifetherecomesatimeinlifewereyouenvy

stability,familyandtojustsettledownandthat

timeformeisnow.Beingshotandcomingfaceto

facewithdeathmademerealizethatlifeistoo

shorttolivealoneandmaybePhindiistheone.Ican

notcomparehertoNdonicauseNdoniis

incomparableandmybrotherisoneluckybeastto

havethatwoman.ThelookinhereyeswhenIwas

layinginthathospitalbedmademerealizethatshe

reallycaresaboutmeandmaybeIshouldletmy

guarddownandgiveherachance.Speakingof



chancesIshouldcallPhindiandgetherdresssize

soIcangetouroutfitsforthebraailater.

Sthembisojustgottotheofficeafteracourt

session,hepickedupthephoneandcalledPhindi

Sthe:Butterformybread

Phindi:(smiling)Soambeingcomparedtofoodnow

Sthe:Thatprovesjusthowimportantyouareinmy

life,we'ddiewithoutfood.

Phindi:ButJesusChristsurvivedwithoutfoodfor

fortydays

Sthe:ThesameJesusthatwaskilledbyahammer

andanailonhishands.

Phindi:WhatcanIdoforyoubaby?

Sthe:TellmeyoumissmefirstandI'lltellyouwhyI

called

Phindi:(blushing)Imissedyou

Sthe:Howmuch?

Phindi:Mmmmh...biggerthanatowerburgerwith

friesandatripledeckerpizzawithextracheese



(laughing)

Sthe:(smiling)Thatsoundsappetising

Phindi:NowSthembiso,besidesyoumissingmeis

thereanythingIcandoforyou?

Sthe:Justwantedtohearyourvoiceandtellyou

thatIloveyou

Phindi:Ooohbabythat'ssosweet,Iloveyoutoo.

Sthe:Nowthatyoumentionsweet,mysweetbrain

justrememberedIneedyourdresssizeforthe

braailater

Phindi:Iwasthinkingjeansandat-shirt,it'sjusta

braai

Sthe:MybunIneverdosimple,thedresssize

please.

Phindi:30justdon'tgooverboardSthembiso

Sthe:Ndoni'ssize,perfect.Pickyouupatseven

Phindi:Okbye

Phindiendedthecallbutsomethingwasrubbing

herupthewrongwayanditwassendingredflags



toherbrain

Phindi:WhythehellwouldSthembisoknowNdoni's

dresssize!!!?

Shebrusheditoffthenwentinwithherdayswork.

SthembisowasstillinhisofficewhenThandihis

PAwalkedin

Thandi:SorrytodisturbyousirbutMrJunejust

calledtocancelhis1o'clockappointment,hiswife

justwentintolabor.

Sthe:Sendhimaninvoiceformytimehe'swasted.

Thandi:Iwillgetrightonitsir

ThanditurnedtowalkawaybutSthembisostopped

her

Sthe:Thandi

Thanditurnedbackandlookedatherbossfromthe

door.

Thandi:Sir

Sthe:Whatwouldyougetapregnantwoman



Thandi:Idon'tfollowsir

Sthe:JeezThandi!YouaresoslowsometimesI

feellikeamapreschoolteacher.Iaskedwhatyou'd

buyforapregnantwoman

Thandi:Flowerssir,theyareanicegesture

Sthe:YoumaygoThandi,clearlyyourfeminineside

isrusted.Aintpregnantwomansensitivetosmell?

Thandi:ThingisI'veneverbeenpregnant

Sthe:AndnowIseewhy.Youareexcused

Thandi:Thankyousir

ThandileftandSthembisothoughtwhathe'llget

Ndoni.FewminuteslaterSthetookhiscarkeysand

walkedoutofhisoffice

Sthe:HoldallmycallsThandi,I'llbebackafter

lunch.

Thandi:IfanyonecallforyouwhatdoItellthemsir?

Sthe:IshouldbemyownPA!Makeupsomething

Thandi,tellthemIwentintolabororsomethingJeez.

Sthembisoleftthebuilding,gotinhiscarandoffhe



drovetothemall.

MyphonebeepedwithanincomingmessagebutI

justignoreditcauseallIwantedwastocryuntilmy

chestwasdry,IwasmadatSkhumbuzoforthe

strangephonecallyetagainIwasmadathimfor

notbeinghereholdingme.Iknowthissoundswierd

butthat'sjusthowIfeel.Secondslatermyphone

rangandwithoutevencheckingthecallidI

answered

Ndoni:Yes!

Gogo:ThankthedistancecauseifyouwerehereI'd

burnthattongueofyourswithacandle.Isthathow

youansweryourphonethesedays?

Iquicklygotupandsatupstraightonthebedwhen

IheardGogo'svoice.

Ndoni:AmsosorryGogoIdidn'tknowitwasyou

Gogo:Thunderthatwillstrikeyouisstilldoingpush

-ups!

Ndoni:AmreallysorryGogo,how'smyfavourite

Gogointhewholeworlddoing?



Gogo:Veronicastilllivesheresoyoucanimagine

thetorture,mygardenevenhaswrinklesduetoher

presence.

Ndoni:AnythingIcandotohelpcheeryouup?

Gogo:Tellmeyougotsevendistinctions

Ndoni:SevenGogo!That'saimingtoohigh.The

resultshaven'tcomethroughyetbutI'llcallyouas

soonasthearein.

Gogo:Good.CanyoualsotalktoBafanaIfIcanuse

yourgardenformywedding.

Ndoni:I'lltalktohimbutitshouldn'tbeaproblem.

Gogo:Andsendmethecontactdetailsofthe

caterersyouusedforyourwedding.

Ndoni:Ithoughtyouwantedsomethingsmallgogo.

Gogo:Smallyetclassy,Idon'twannagivethose

churchwomangossiptodrinkteaover.

Ndoni:OkayGogoI'llsendyouthenumber,talkto

Skhumbuzothengetbacktoyou.

Gogo:Byemyprincess



Ndoni:ByeGogo

Iputdownmyphonethenheldontothepillow

besidesme,Iwasmissingmyhusband.Iimagined

allthesillythingshe'dbedoingifhewasnexttome

likestrokingmyhairandteasingme,butasmuchas

IwantedhimnexttomeIwasn'taboutto

apologise.ThenIsmelledhiscologne,turned

aroundandtherehewasleaningonthedoorwitha

tuboficecreamandspoons,IwantedtosmilebutI

maintainedmyposture.

Skhu:Isitsafetocomein?

Inoodedmyheadandhewalkedinandsatbesides

me.Hehandedmetheice-creamandaspoonandI

openeditandstartedeating,Ididn'tsayawordto

him

Skhu:AmsorryIwasstupid.

Skhumbuzoisoneproudmanandhehasanego

biggerthanplanetearth,forhimtoswallowhispride

andsayhewasstupidmusthavetakenhisall.I

wantedtolaughbutinsteadIstuffedmymouth

withscoopsoftheicecream.



Skhu:IamnotperfectNanabutI'dneverhurtyouor

ourbabies.IwastellingthetruthwhenIsaidIdidn't

knowthenumber

Ndoni:Sowhatareyouapologisingfor?

Skhu:Fornotansweringmyphonecausethatmade

youthinkIwashidingsomething.

Ndoni:Areyounot?

Skhu:Noamnot,apartfromthekillingsyouspoke

offearlier.WhichIdidn'ttellbecauseIwasscared

thatyou'dleavemeandstoplovingme.

Ilookedathimandhehadhiseyesonthefloor,

avoidinglookingatme.Iputtheicecreamonthe

bedandheldhishand,thenheturnedhisfacetome.

Ndoni:YouhavealwayswonderedwhyIlovedZweli

aftersomuchpainandeverythingheputme

through,doyouwannaknowwhy?

Skhu:Okay

Ndoni:BecauseIknewthatmostofthosehorrible

thingsweren'thisfaultandthatsomeonewas

playingGodwithhislife.Iwantedtohelp,Iwas



waitingforadaywerehe'dfinalseethetruthandI

waswillingtowait.Thatdaynevercameandmy

loveforhimdiedbecauseevenafterknowingthe

truthherefusedadmittinghiswrongs.

Skhu:WhyareyoutellingmeaboutZweli?

Ndoni:BecauseIwantyoutoknowthatIlove

you,mind,bodyandsoul.Iknewaboutthekillings

beforewegotmarried,thediamondring,thearms

andyesIknowaboutTerror.

Theroomwasnowsilent,sosilentyou'dheara

needledrop.

Skhu:Yetyoustayed

Hehadtearsinhereyesandminewereflowing

downmycheeksasIspoke.

Ndoni:WhenIstoodinfrontofthatpastorandsaid

"Ido"Imarriedyou,yourperfectionsand

flaws.Destinybroughtustogetherforareasonour

livesain'tamistakeandIloveyoujustthewayyou

are.Sodifferentyetperfectinmyeyes.

Emotionswererunningsohighthatheheldmyface



andbegankissingme,IthrewthespoonIhadinmy

handonthefloorandheldontohim.

Skhu:I'dneverhurtyou

Ndoni:Iknow

HepickedmeupfromthebedandIjumped,

wrappingmylegsaroundhimandclotheswere

flyingaroundtillonlymyunderwearwasleft.Heput

medownagainstthewallashewentdownkissing

mynakedbody.Hewaskissingandmovinghis

tongueinandoutofmybellybuttonandGoditfelt

good,slowlyberemovedmypantiesthencame

backuptomyface.Iwantedhim,mywholebody

wantedhim.Hewaskissingmyneckwhiletaking

offmybra

Skhu:Stopmeifyouwantmetostop

Ndoni:Don't!Don'tstop

Hepickedmeupagainbutinsteadofthebedhe

kneeleddownwithmeandplacedmeonthe

woodenfloor,thecoldnessofthefloorsentshivers

downmyspineandIwasdrippingwet,heslipped

slowlyinsideandIwaslovingeverymoment



Ndoni:aaaaah,yees.Mmmmhbaby

HemovedInandoutsoslowlywhileitookeach

thrustwithsomuchpleasure

Ndoni:Mmmhaaaaahmmmmmhbaby

Skhu:Areyouok

Ndoni:JustKeepdoingwhatyoudoing

Ashegavemeeachthrust,thepace

changing,breathescalatingandwithoutwarninghe

flippedmefromunderneathhimandIwason

top.Hestoppedmovingandheldmywaist.

Skhu:Justsitthere,letyoubodyfreeandyourmind

guideyou.

MykneesonthefloorandIplacedmyhandsonhis

chestandstartedmovingmywaist,itwaseasy

causeIcouldfeelhiminsidemesohardandso

strong.IwasincontrolandIknewwhatIhadto

do.witheachmoveIdirectedhisdicktowereI

wantedittogoanditwasexplosive.

Skhu:Damnbabyyougood

Mywaistmovingincircles,mybumgoingupand



downandhe'dmeetmewithastrongerthrusteach

time

Ndoni:AaaaaayeesMmmh,aaaaah

Skhu:Yesbabyyeeeesoooohfuck

Ndoni:AaaaahmmmmmhMmmmh

Skhu:Shit!YesAaaaah

Ndoni:Aaaaahoooooohyes

ThisfeelingwasamazingIranmyfingersacross

myhair,lickedmylipsasItookinthepleasure

UpanddownIwentincirculationmovementandI

couldfeelthisexplosionbuildingup,heflippedme

againandcameontopanditwasamazing

Ndoni:oooooohyeah!YesbabyyesAaaaah

Skhu:Mmmmmh,fuck!

Iwasshakingwithpleasure,hewasshakingtoo

Ndoni:Aaaaahamamcuming

Hewentfasterandfasterwitheachthrust,theheat

fromeachthrustsentwavestomybrain



Ndoni:OooooohAaaaahbabyamcuming

Skhu:Oooohyes!AaaaahfuckIloveyou

Ndoni:Ooooooh

Skhu:Aaaaahyes!

Webothletgoatthesametimeandhestopped

movingandlookedatmesmiling

Ndoni:(smiling)Whatareyousmilingat

Skhu:Youmybabyareonefiercepregnant

lady.Damnyougood.

Ndoni:Stopbeingsillyandhelpmeup

Skhugotupandextendedhishandtome,Iheldon

thenhepulledmeup.

Ndoni:Ihadanincomingmessageonmyphone,

couldbemyresults

Skhu:Letshowerfirst.

Wewenttoshowertogether,asherubbedsoapall

overmeIwasbeingturnedonandmycookingwas

tingling



Ndoni:Mmmmmh

Skhumbuzolaughedathoweasyitwastogetthose

moansoutoffmeandwithoutwarninghechanged

thewaterleveltocoldandwhenthewaterhitmy

faceIcouldn'thelpbutshiver

Ndoni:Skhumbuzo!

Hewaslaughing

Skhu:Thispregnancywillnotkillmewithyour

suddenhugesexdesire,besideswestillneedtosee

ourgynecologistandpinpointhowsafeitistohave

lovemakingsessions

Ndoni:Whenhasmakingloveeverbeenharmful

Skhu:Sinceyouaremyqueenandcarryingmylittle

minions.Andthisisn'tjustanypregnancyyou

carryingnotonebutfivebabies,wehavetoplayit

safe

Ndoni:OkDoc

Wecontinueshoweringasheturnedthewaterlevel

backtowarm,wefinishedandwentoutandtook

cleantowelstodry.WegottothebedroomandI



handedSkhumbuzomyphonetocheckthe

messageforme,hedidbutwasn'tsayinganything.

Ndoni:TellmealreadySkhumbuzoaretheyin?

Skhu:Yes

Myheartwasbeatingfasterandfaster

Ndoni:And?

Skhu:Five

Icouldn'treadhisfaceandthathadmemore

nervous

Ndoni:Fivewhat?Iswearifyoudon'ttellmenowI'll

throwthispillowatyou.

Hepickedmeupandstartedspinningmearound,I

wasgiggling

Ndoni:(laughing)Skhumbuzomytowelwillfall

Skhu:Letitfall

Heplacedmedownagainandkissedme

Skhu:Congratulationsbaby,fivedistinctions

Ndoni:OMG!Letmesee,letmesee



Itookmyphonefromhimandlookedatthe

messageandthereitwas,Igotadegreeentrywith

fivedistinctions.

Ndoni:ThankyoufatherLord

Skhu:Sowhatdoyouwantyourcutesexyhubbyto

getyou

Ndoni:TeachmehowtodrivesoIcandrivemy

babytovarsity

Skhu:Done.Let'sgetdressedthengopreparefor

thebraai

Ndoni:Canyoutakemetothemall,Ineedtogetmy

hairandnailsdone

Skhu:Anythingformybaby.

Welotionedthengotdressedinmatching

outfits.WhiteDHgolfts,bluejeansandwhiteJordan

sneakers.IcalledGogoandmymotherinforming

themaboutmyresultsandeveryonewasoverthe

moon,meandhubbygotintothecaranddroveto

themall.

Itwasalmostlunchwhenmyresultscamethrough



IjumpedonmyphoneandcheckedandIscreamed

whenIsawmyresults.

Noli:Yes!Imadeit

Itookmyphoneandrandownstairstofindmom

anddad,motherwasatthetableandfathercame

downtoo

Queen:Whyareyourunningaroundthehouse

Nolitha,doyouwannafall

Noli:Imadeitmother,Ipassedmymatric

Queen:Ooohwowcongratulationsmyprincess

Nkosi:Congratulationsmydear,amsoproudofyou.

Isatdownforlunchasthetablewasalreadyset,am

sohappyImadeitandIcan'twaittogotovarsity

awayfromallthemadnessaroundthepalace.Acar

pulledupoutsideandIknewitwasThobileandthe

battleforpowerwastostartagain.

Queen:Weshouldhavespecialdinnerlaterto

celebrateyourresults

Nkosi:That'sagoodidea



Thobilewalkedinandcametositaftergivingthe

maidherbagtotakeupstairs

Thobile:Afternoonfamily

Nkosi:Myqueenyouback

Motherdidn'tbotherrespondingtothegreetings

insteadshejustwentsour

Thobile:Yesdearamdonefortheday.

Nkosi:Youarejustintime,werewerecelebrating

Nolitha'smatricresults

Thobile:Isitso,Iguesscongratulationsareinorder

thenNolitha

Noli:Thankyoumyqueen

Thobile:Howmanydistinctions?

Noli:ThreeandIwannastudypsychologyabroad

Queen:That'sgoodmydear,IamsoproudofyouI

couldbuyyouacar

Thobile:Didyougetabursary?

Noli:No.Ididn'tthinkIneededone.Zwelistudied



abroadwithnobursary

Queen:Nolithaisroyaltyandshedoesn'tneeda

bursary,herfatherwillpayherfees

Thobile:Withwhatmoney?Thispalaceisfloodingin

debsandthekingdoesn'tevenhavearoyalcarhow

ishetoaffordfeesabroad.

Nkosi:Maybeyoushouldconsiderstudyinglocaly

dear,amsuredadwillmakeaplan

Thobile:Orgetyourselfabursaryortakeagapyear

tilleverythingpuzzlesbackintoplace

IalmostdiedwhenIheardthatandIcouldtellthat

mymotherwantedtoexplode

Queen:Nodaughterofminewilltakeagap

year,Nkosidosomething!

Thobile:Ooohwellthenmaybeyoumydear

Nokubongashouldstartpullingyourweightaround

here,getajobliketherestofusandensureyour

daughterseducation

Nkosi:Ladiesplease,todayissupposedtobeabout

Nolithacanwepleasestopfighting



Thobile:ApologiesmykingIwasjuststating

facts,wecan'taffordfeesforaforeignuniversity

Nkosi:Amsurewecancompromiseandshecan

studylocally.Icouldgetaloanoraskforfavours

Thobile:Moredebstopay!

Mymoodjustsankfrom200to0

Queen:ReallyNkosiyouaregonnacompromiseon

youronlydaughterseducation!?

Nkosi:Nokubongaplease!

Noli:MayIpleasebeexcused

Queen:Youhaven'thadlunchyet.

Noli:Ilostmyappetite

Ileftthetableandwentstraighttomyroomandsat

onthebedandcried,justyesterdayIsnappedmy

fingersandeverythinghappenedandtodayIhave

tomakecompromises,howcruelcanlifebe

Fromaslayqueenchangingweaveseverydayto

shoppinginParis,todayamwipingtablesat

steers.Lifereallyhasknockedmedown.JustasI



waswallowinginmyselfpityIsawSkhumbuzoand

thatbratofhiswife,theywereholdinghandsso

perfectandhappyitwasliketheyweretailormade

foreachother.Inearlychokedonmybreath.They

passedSteersandwenttothesalonjustopposite.

WegottothesalonandIaskedformyhairtobe

curled,amanicureandapedicure.

Stylist:WOW!I'veneverseenhairsolongonablack

person,it'sgonnatakeawhilecurlingit

Ndoni:Icanwait

Iwasdirectedtomyseatandwasattendedto

Skhu:I'llgograbsomethingtoeatwhileyoubusy

okaybaby

Ndoni:OKAYmylove,getmeachocolateandmint

smoothie

Skhu:OKAY

Skhumbuzokissedmyforeheadandleftthesalon.

Linda:Jackpot

SkhumbuzoenteredSteersandsatatatable,today



mustbemyluckyday.Itookmyorderbookand

wentstraighttohistable

Linda:Goodthingyouhere,weneedtotalk.

HelookedatmewithsomuchhatredIalmostwet

myself

Skhu:Andtheregoesmyappetite!

Linda:Skhumbuzoweneedtotalk,thisisserious

Skhu:Lindagetmeonechocolatemintsmoothie

andgetoffmyface

Linda:Thisisaboutyourboy,yoursonneedsyou.

HegavemeaveryscarylookbutIwasgladIgot

hisattention.

Skhu:Idon'thaveason,notyetsogetoutofmy

faceplease

Linda:Iwantedtotellyouaboutthepregnancy

whenIcameoveratyourhousethelasttime,but

youdidn'tgivemethetimeofday.

Skhu:WhatareyoutalkingaboutLinda,Ionlyslept

withyouthreetimesandweusedprotection.So



stopwiththisnonsense!

Linda:Threetimestoomanyandcondom'sain't

100%safe.Everwonderedwhypeoplegetwet

duringrainydaysevenunderanumbrella!

Iturnedtowalkawaybutturnedonemoretime

Linda:HisnameisSiyabongabytheway

Iwalkedawaysmilingtomyself,Igothim.

Skhu:Whatthehell!Ason

Istoodupandleftstreerswithoutthesmoothie,I

neededsomeairallthiswastoomuch.Icalledfox

Fox:Boss

Skhu:Ineedsomeonefollowed

Fox:WHOandwhatarewelookingfor?

Skhu:HernameisLindaBandasheworksat

steers,Ineedtoknoweverythingabouther.Her

address,whattimeshegoesandcomesbackto

work,whatsheeatsforbreakfastandwhoareher

friends.butmostimportantlyifshehasasonor

not,howoldisthebabyandtheworks!



Fox:Amonitboss

IputthephonebackinmypocketandIwasjust

walking,Ireallyneededsomealonetime.

Skhu:Ason,coulditbetrue?

Igottomycar,gotinandjustsattherethinking,it

wasalmostoveranhour.Myphoneranganditwas

mywife

Skhu:Baby

Ndoni:AMALMOSTdonewhere'smysmoothie

Skhu:AaaaahIthoughtyoushouldfinishfirstthen

wecaneattogether.

Ndoni:Okay,fiveminutesthen

Skhu:Baby

Ndoni:Mm

Skhu:Iloveyou

Ndoni:Loveyoutoobaby

Iendedthecallandwalkedoutofthecarandback

tothesalonbutmyheadwaschasingstars.
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Iwasstaringatmyphonelikeitwasanalienof

somesort,whatIwasseeingbeforemejustcouldn't

betrue.Theremustbeamistakesomewhere,

maybeanerrorormisprintcausethiscan'tbetrue.I

heardthefrontdooropensoIrusheddownstairsto



seewhoitwasanditwasdad

Palesa:Didyougetthepaperdad?

Khumalo:YesdearIevengotsomepizzasowecan

celebrate.

Itookthepaperfromdadplaceditonthecoffee

tablethengotonmykneesandscannedformy

school.Isearchedandsearchedformystudent

numberuntilmyeyeswereburningbutstillnothing.

Khumalo:OutwithitnowPalesa,thesuspenseis

killingme.

TearsstreameddownmycheeksandIshookmy

head,dadsatonthecouchandputhishandonmy

shoulder

Khumalo:Areyousureyoucheckedwell,maybeI

shouldhelp.Foureyesarebetterthantwo

Palesa:Iwentoverthesenumbersmorethanten

timesnowdad,mineain'thereIfailed

Mythroatwasdryingupfromallthesilentcrying

andtearscamestreamingevenmore.Dadhugged

meandIburstoutcrying



Khumalo:ItsOKbabyitsnottheendoffthe

world,youcanstilltryagainnextyear.

Palesa:Howlongwilllifekeepthrowingme

lemons,willIdrinklemonadeallmylife?

Khumalo:Nobabydon'tsaythat,thisisjustaminor

hiccup.Everythingwillfallbackintoplacesoon.

Palesa:Howdad?When?Youandmomare

divorced,Thabisoisnomore,Iamateenmomwith

nomeansofanincomeandRichardonlytakes

noticeofCrystalwhenitsuitshim.Howcanlifebe

socrueltowardsme,whatdidIdo?

Khumalo:Youdidnothingbabystopcryingplease.

Palesa:MaybeIshouldgostaywithmomfora

while,figureoutwhattodonext.

Khumalo:OKmybaby.

Iletgoofdadandwentbackupstairstocallmom.

Hlengiwe:PalesaiseverythingOK?

Palesa:(sniffing)MomcanIcomestaywithyoufor

acoupledaysatyournewplace?



Hlengiwe:Ihaven'tfoundaplaceyetbaby,am

stayingwithafriendfornow.I'llletyouknowas

soonasIfindanapartmentthenyoucancomevisit.

Palesa:(crying)OK

Hlengiwe:AreyoucryingPalesa?What'sgoing

on,where'sCrystalissheOK?

Palesa:(sniffing)CrystalisfineIjustwantedtosee

you.

Hlengiwe:Okayyouknowwhat,packyourbagsI'll

talktomyfriendaboutyourvisitIdon'tthinkitwill

beaproblem.

Palesa:Thankyoumom.

Hlengiwe:KisslittleCrystalformeOK,I'llseeyou

bothlater.

Palesa:Okaymotherbye.

Iputdownmyphonethencheckedonthebaby,she

wasstillsleepingsoIwenttotakeoutabagand

beganpackingsomeclothesformeandher.

HowamItoconvinceRaymond'smotherabout

Palesa,thatwomanisfreespiritedandshesays



whatshefeelslikesayingstraighttoyourface.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledRay

Razor:Missingmealready

Hlengiwe:Yeah,Ineedafavourthou

Razor:Whatisit?

Hlengiwe:IwasspeakingtoPalesajustnowand

somethingiswrong,Iaskedhertocomeovertothe

houseforawhile

Razor:Letmeguess,youwantmetotalktomy

motherabouthervisit.

Hlengiwe:Please

Razor:I'lltalktomother

Hlengiwe:Thanksbaby

Razor:Bye

HowdoIevenstartthisconversationwithmother,

she'sgonnaflip.Hlengiweisreallyputtingmeina

spot.Ifoundmyselftalkingalonefrustratedbythe

situation,motherwalkedintothekitchenwhileI

wasinmyownworld



Gogo:Pecksofhavingoldfriends,youagebefore

yourtime.Nkanyisowhyareyouspeakingto

yourself?

Razor:SorrymotherIwasjustthinkingoutloud.

Gogo:Mmm

Razor:Howtheweddingplanningcomingalong

Gogo:Slowlybutsurely

Razor:Maybeyouneedsomehelp

Gogo:IfyoutalkingaboutVeronicaorthatgranny

ofyoursthen,nothankyou!

Razor:NomotherIwasthinkingsomeone

younger,whoknowsallthetrendstrendingnow.

Gogo:Ndoniisalreadyhelping

Razor:AmnottalkingaboutNdo

Gogo:Who?

Razor:Palesa,Hlengiwedaughter

Gogo:Amen!

Razor:Motherpleaseshecouldbeofhelp.



Gogo:Whicheverbrandoflovepotiontheyfeedyou,

Isuggestyougetoveritcauseyounotturningmy

houseintoarefugeecamp

Razor:Shewillonlybehereforaweekorso

Gogo:Hlengiwesaidthattoowhenshemovedin

hereandnowshe'spartofthefurniture.

Razor:Thanksmother,youthebest

Ikissedmom'scheekandwalkedoutoftheroom

asfastasIcouldcausewithmotheritneverstops.

Gogo:Lordhelpme!

Gogo'sphoneranganditwasthedashinggroomto

beMrblack

Gogo:LiamIswearthissonofyourswillkillme

evenbeforewegetmarried

Liam:Comedownmysunflower,what'swrong

Gogo:Yoursonisturningmyhouseintoanoldage

home!Youshouldseethewomanhebroughttomy

houseasafriend,she'salmostmyage

Loam:(laughing)Amsureitsnotthatbadmy



love,justlethimmakehisownmistakes.

Gogo:Thisisnomistakebutdeath,thatwoman

couldwakeupdeadanydayfromnow.

Liam:Letthekidsbemylove,didyoufindthevenue

forourwedding?

Gogo:Yeswewillbeusingmygranddaughter's

backyard,theirgardenisheaven

Liam:Caterer's

Gogo:Topclass

Liam:OKthenamflyingdowntomorrow,can'twait

toseeyou.

Gogo:Ikindamissyoutoo,hurryback

Thecallendedandgogosatdowntowatchsome

TV,Veronicacamedownstairswithherhandbagat

hand

Veronica:Maamgoingouttofitmydressforthe

wedding,bebacklater

Gogo:AndhereIwasthinkingyougoingtolookfor

ajob!DonothurrybackpleaseIcandowithsome



peace

BoyamIgladtobeoutofthehousewithoutany

questions,lyinghasneverbeenthiseasywhenit

comestogogobuttodayjusthadtobemylucky

day.Ihavefoundsomeoneovertheinternetwho

promisedtohelpmewithalovepotionandam

meetinghimattheparkinanhour.What'sR5000

whenIstandtogainthedelicious,richand

connectedRaymondBlack.Theparkisjustdown

theroadsothatslowlywalkedthere.

Thetensioninthedinningroomwassotenseyou

couldcutitwithaknife,twoqueensand1kingon

onetable.

Thobile:SincenooneissayinganythingIthinkwe

shoulddiscusstheelephantintheroomupstairs

Nokubonga:Youdidn'tjustcallmydaughteran

elephantThobile!

Thobile:HoldyourhorsesNokubongaamtalking

aboutZevile,angisamdingi!

Nokubonga:ThatIcanagreewithyou



Nkosi:(coughing)Andwerewouldshego,Imean

she'spregnantandmarriedinthisfamily

Thobile:Senthertoamentalinstitutionoraskher

familytofetchher.Thisisn'taloonybin

Nokubonga:Wecan'tberemindedofyourevilact

eachtimewepassthatroom.

Nkosi:Let'satleasthearfromGob'izizwehowthe

healingprocessisgoing.

Thobile:Finebutshestillneedstogo

ThekingordersaguardtogocalltheChiefpriest,

queenNomalangawentupstairstogocheckupon

Nolitha.Gob'izizwecameafteracoupleofminutes

Priest:Mykingmayyoulivelong

Nkosi:Youmaysit

Gob'izizwesatdown

Nkosi:Anyprogressonrestoringtheprincessback

tosanity?

Priest:Allmyeffortshaveprovenunsuccessful,I

consultedtheoracleofpuritytodayanditdoesn't



lookgood

Thobile:Whatdidtheoraclesay?

Priest:Royalbloodmustbesacrificedtobreakthe

pacttheprincessmadewiththedarkside.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeanbyblood?

Priest:Theprincessshallgivebirthtotwinboys

andoneboymustbesacrificedtothedarksideif

wewanttheprincesstoregainherSanity.Abond

madebybloodcanonlybebrokenbyblood

Nkosi:Theremustbeanotherway,Iwillnotgiveup

myboystoanydarkside!

Priest:Eitherthatoryoufondanotherroyalchildto

takeyourbaby'splace,eitherwaybloodisneededto

pfreeprincessZevilefromhermadness

Thobile:ThankyoueyeoftheGod's,youmaybe

excused

Priest:Thankyoumyqueenmayyoubothlicelong

Gob'izizweleftandNkosiwasamessafterhearing

whatthechiefpriesthadtosay.



Thobile:LetZevileremainmadcausenosacrifice

shallbemadeundermyreign.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeansheshouldremainmad

myqueen,thoseboysaregonnaneedtheirmother.

Thobile:Ratherhaveamadmotherthananevilone!

Ihavesaidmypeace

ThobileleftandNkosiwaslostonhisownthoughts

Nkosi:Worrynotmyboys,daddywillprotectyou

andIwillmakesureyourmomisaliveandwell

whenyouborn.Iwillfindaroyalbaby,comehellor

highwaters.

SkhumbuzofetchedNdonifromthesalonandthey

wenttograbsomethingtoeat

Skhu:IfeellikeSpurribs

Ndoni:IfeelliketheSteersmanburger

Skhumbuzowasavoidinggoingbacktosteersin

caseLindadecidestoplaysometrick,buthehadto

swallowhisfearforhiswife'ssake.Finallythey

wenttoSteersgrabbedatableandsatdown,a

waitronattendedtothemandtheyordered.Food



cameandtheyatebutSkhumbuzowasn'thisusual

selfandhiswifepickeduponthat.

Ndoni:Youhardlysaidtwowordssincewegot

here,areyouOK?

Skhu:Yeahbabyamgood,eatyourfoodandlet's

getoutofhereIwannatryanewmarinadeforthe

braailater.

Ndoni:Somethingisbotheringyouskhumbuzo,I

cantell.

Skhu:Amgoodmylovereally

Ndoni:Younotevengonnasayanythingaboutmy

newhairstyle

Skhu:Ooohthat!Youlookexquisitebaby.

Theyfinishedeatingandlefttotheircardriving

home,Lindawasallsmilescausesheknewshe

finallycaughtSkhumbuzosattention.

Linda:OnlyamatteroftimebeforeSkhumbuzo

asksmeandoursupposedbabytomovein,brace

yourselfmadamNdoniyamanziamabouttorock

yourcastle.



Somethingwaybiggerthanmyknowingisgoingon

hereandamgonnafindoutwhat!There'sno

freakingwaySthembisowouldknowsomuch

aboutNdonitoanextendofherdresssizeif

nothingwasgoingon.IloveSthembisoandamnot

gonnaletNdonitomakehimawayfromme,never!

Ifkeepinghimmeanssleepingwithhimthensobe

it,nowletmefinishup.SthembisohashadPhindis

dressdeliveredtoherflat,itwasalongsleeved

bodycondresswithanopenbackwithgolddetails.

ButPhindididn'tfeellikewearingthedress,she

wantedsomethingmorerevealing,somethingto

keepSthembisoseyesawayfromNdoniandon

her.Sheoptedforashortsleevelessblacknumber

withaslitinfront,thenshetookapictureand

posteditoninstagramwiththecaption"dinning

withroyals#PhindikaSthe"

Phindi:ItstimetheworldknowsthatSthembisois

mine.

MinuteslaterthedoorbellranganditwasSthe

comingtofetchhislady,Phindiopenedthedoorand

wentinforahug.



Sthe:AmIearlycauseIcanseeyounotdressedyet.

Phindi:Amready,let'sgo.

Sthe:Isentyouadressdidn'tyougetit?

Phindi:OohIdidandthankyouitsbeautiful,butI

feltlikewearingsomethingcomfortable.

Sthe:Oohcomfortable!Isee!Butyoulooklikeyou

can'tbreathinthathalfdressyouwearing.

Phindi:Sthembisolet'sgoorwegonnabelatefor

thebraai

Sthe:Ooohk!

Phinditookherbagandtheywalkedouttothecar

butSthembisowasfarfromimpressedwiththe

wayPhindiwasdressed.Theygottothecarand

StheopenedthedoorforPhindiandthecardrove

toNdoniandSkhumbuzo'shouse.Sthehadgotten

chocolatesforNdoniandwhiskeyforhis

brother,Phinditooktheboxofchocolatesand

attemptedtoopenthen

Sthe:Don't!

Phindi:OoohIthoughttheywereforme



Sthe:Theynot!

BackatthehouseSkhumbuzowasgettingthefire

readyandNdowasshowering.Skhumbuzowas

donewiththefiresohewentupstairstogetready

too.

Skhu:Babewhatareyouwearing,jeansoradress?

Ndoni:Dresshoney,somethingbright

Skhu:Yellow?

Ndoni:That'sOK

Yellowfloraldressforthequeenandwhitejeans

andayellowT-shirtfortheking.

Sthembisoparkedoutsideandgotthedoorfor

Phindiandtheywalkedtothefrontdoor,Sthembiso

lethimselfin

Sthe:(shouting)Wehomelovebirds.

SkhumbuzoandNdoniwalkeddownstairsholding

hands

Ndoni:AndyoujusthadtoshoutSthe,aveune

drama!



Sthe:AndyoujustlookmorebeautifuleverytimeI

seeyou

Phindi:Shedoesdoesn'tshe!

Greetingswereexchangedandtheysatdowninthe

lounge,Skhuwenttogetdrinksforeveryone

Skhu:Juiceladies?

Phindi:Mangojuicewilldoforme.

Ndoni:Waterformebaby.

Skhugotthedrinksandcamebacktositwiththeir

guests.

Sthe:Amfamishedcanweeatalready

Skhu:Yeahyeah,let'sgobraaithemeat

Ndoni:PhindiandIwillsortourthesalads.

Thetwinswenttobraaithemeat

Sthe:Youlookstressedman,what'sup

Skhu:Thatobvious?

Sthe:Youmytwinman,Iknowevenwhenyou

sleepy



Skhu:ItsLinda,shesaysshehasachildwith.

Sthe:Thehell!Thatchickissoskinnyachildwould

diebyjustbeingsqueezedbyherdrybones.

Skhu:Thisisseriousman,ineedtoknowifshe's

tellingthetruthornot.

Sthe:Idoubtshe'stellingthetruth,didn'tyouguys

useprotection

Skhu:Wedidbutcondom'sain'tahundredpercent

safe.

Sthe:Sowhat'stheplan

Skhu:IhadFoxfollowher,thenI'lltakeitfromthere.

Sthe:OK

Skhu:What'seatingyouup,isPhindipregnanttoo?

Sthe:Iwish!Don'tgetmewrong,Ilovethischick.

Thingisshe'sstartingtoactallinsecure.

Skhu:Howso?

Sthe:Didyouseehowshe'sdressed,shelookslike

ahoockeripickeduponthesideoftheroad.



Skhu:Maybeshejustwantedtolooksexyforyou.

Sthe:Wellshefailed,shelooksnothingsexybut

cheap!

InthekitchenNdoniwashavingavision,avoice

talkingtoher

Voice:BECAREFULMYQUEEN,TRUSTNO

ONE,THOSEYOUHAVEHELPEDWILLCOMEBACK

TOBITEYOU!

CAREFULMYQUEEN,CAREFUL
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Igottotheparkandthesunwasalreadysetting,the

parkwasquietandtherewasn'talotofpeoplein

sidebesidesthecouplethatwassittingbythelake

watchingthesunsetandfeedingtheducks.Iwas

gettinganxiouscauseitwasgettinglateandthere

wasnosignofthe"lovedoctor"insight.Iheldon

tightlytomybagandsatonthebench,Iwas

nervousandkeptlookingaroundforanynew

personatthepark.AnhourpassedandIwasstill

waiting,itwasgettingdarkandmyfearwaskicking

in.Theaharshcroakyvoicecamefrombehindme

Voice:AreyouVeronica?

IwassoscaredbythevoicethatIjustfroze!I

noodedmyheadtoshowthatIheard

Voice:Doyouhavemymoney?

Veronica:(swallowinghard)I...Ihavethemoney,do



youhavethestuff

Voice:Mymoneyfirstladyandnofunnybusiness.

Igotupfromthebenchandfacedthedirectionthe

voicewascomingfromandIwasmetwiththis

hugefigureofamanstandingbeforeme,talland

boldwithlotsofjewelleryandaleatherjacket.He

wasscary.Ireachedinsidemybagandtookoutthe

envelopewiththemoneyandhandedhimthe

money

Stranger:Nowlistenandlistenverywell!Therewill

notbeanyrefundonthispotioncauseifused

correctlytherewon'tbeanymistakes

Veronica:HowdoIuseit?

Stranger:Youwillsprinklethepotiononthe

mattressofthebedofyourlovedone,coverthe

mattressandcover.Hewillsleeponthebedandthe

restwillbehistory.

Veronica:Sowhathappensifhedoesn'tsleepalone

butwithawoman?

Stranger:Thepotiononlyworksonmenandwill



havenoeffectonthewomanwhatsoever

Veronica:Soundssimpleenough

Stranger:Good

Hereachedinsidehispocketandgavemealittle

bottlewithawhitepowderysubstanceinside.He

turnedaroundandwalkedaway,Ididthesameand

rushedbackhome.AsIapproachedhometherewas

acarparkedatthegate,whocoulditbe?Causeit

wasn'tNkanyiso'scarnorwasitSkhumbuzo'sorMr

black.Igottothegateandtherewerepeoplesitting

inthecar,Ipassedandwalkedthroughthegateand

insidethehouse.

Veronica:Ambackma(shouting)

Gogo:Aminthekitchen

IwalkedtothekitchenandGogowasbusycooking

anditsmelledappetising.

Veronica:Iwasgonnacookma,theladydoingmy

dressjusttooklongerthatIhadimagined.

Gogo:IfeltlikesomedecentfoodtodaysoI

decidedtocook,amalmostdoneanyway



Veronica:Ok.There'sahouseparkedoutside,are

weexpectingvisitors?

Gogo:Who's"we"Veronica?Iftherearepeople

outsidethentheyareprobablyheretoseeme,

unlessit'syourparentscomingtotakeyouback

home.

Veronica:Ok.I'deveryoneelseback?

Gogo:Nope,justmeandmywalls.

Jackpotbellsstartedringinginmyheadasthis

givesmetheopportunitytogoupstairsandsealmy

futurewithNkanyiso.

Veronica:Iwillgoupstairsandshowerbefore

dinner

Gogo:Ok

IrushedupstairsandstraightintoNkanyiso's

room,Iundeedthebedandtookoutthepotionand

didasIwastold.Icoveredthebedandput

everythingbackwhereIfounditthenIwalkedout

andwenttoshower.

OutsidethegateKhumalo,PalesaandbabyCrystal



wereinthecar,waiting.

Khumalo:Areyousurethisistheaddressyour

momgaveyou?

Palesa:YesdadbutIdon'tseehercaroutsideso

maybeweshouldwaitforherecauseIcan't

necessarilyjustwalkintosomeone'shouselikethat.

Khumalo:Okwewillwaitthenbutifshe'snothere

inthenexthourthenamtakingyouandthebaby

backhome.

MinuteslaterRazordroveintotheyard,packedhis

carthengotoutandwalkedouttothecarpackedat

thegate.Khumalorolleddownthewindowand

camefacetofacewithRazor

Razor:Ateyougonnacomeinorparktherelikea

lousycriminal?

Khumalo:AmsorryIdidn'trealisethiswasyour

house,Iwasjustdroppingoffmydaughtermywife

saidtobringherhere.

Razor:Youmeanexwife?

Khumalo:Yessorry,exwife



Razor:Thanksforbringingherby,youmayleave

nowI'lltakeitfromhere

Palesa:I'dratherwaitwithmydadtillmomarrives!

Razor:HaveityourwaybutIsuggestyougowait

somewhereelsecauseIdon'ttaketookindlyto

peoplepackingoutsidemyhome

Palesa:Wow!

Khumalowasterrifiedandjustwantedtogetoutof

there

Khumalo:It'sokbabygirl,IthinkIshouldgo,callme

onceyousettledin.

Palesa:Butdad....

Khumalo:it'sokbaby,takecare

Palesasaidgoodbyetoherdadandgotoutoffthe

carandoffloadedherbagsandtookherbaby.

KhumalodroveoffleavingPalesawithRazor

Khumalo:Hlengiwekodwa!Howdoyoumovein

withhimafterwhathedidtoourson?Godplease

keepmydaughtersafe.



Palesawasjuststandingtherewithoutsaying

anythingtoRazor,itwasoneawkwardmomenttill

Hlengiwefinallydroveinanduponparkinghercar

PalesajustrantoherwiththebabyleavingRazor

withthebags.Shehuggedhermomandtearsjust

streameddownherface.

Hlengiwe:(brushingherback)shsssssit'sok

baby,mommyisherenow

Hlengiwetookthesleepingbabyandtheywalkedto

thedoor.

Razor:(annoyed)Iguessamsupposedtocarryall

thesebags.

Hlengiwe:Pleasebaby

Razorgotthebagsandfollowedbehind

Hlengiwe.TheygotintothehouseandNkanyisoput

downthebags

Razor:Motherwehome!

Gogowassettingthetable

Gogo:Finally!Iwasstartingtothinkyougotajob

asasecurityandweredoingNightshift



Razor:Mother!Me,asecurityguardplease.

Gogo:NeversayneverNkanyiso,IneverthoughtI'd

ownanorphanagebuthereIam.

Palesa:Amnotanorphan!

Gogo:Yeahyoujustamannerlesschildinmy

house!Didn'tyourmotherteachyoutogreet?

Razor:MotherthisisPalesa,Hlengiwe'sdaughter

andherdaughterCrystal.

Hlengiwe:SayhitoGogoPalesa

Palesa:HiGogo(rollingeyes)

Gogo:(mocking)Higogo,thanksforwelcomingme

inyourhouse.Ipromisenottobeanuisance!

Razor:Okthetableissetsolet'ssitfamily.

TheysatdownasGogoboughtthefoodtothetable,

Veronicacamedownstairsallsmiles.

Veronica:Amherefamilysolet'sdigin

VeronicasatdownandGogosaidgracebeforethey

startedeating.



Razor:Thefoodsmellsandlookeddivine

mother,thankyou.

Gogo:Thankssonbutlookingathowpackedthis

tableis,IthinkIshouldgoapplyforfreegroceries

fromthegovernment.

Everyonedishedupandtheyallare,tillaknock

cameatthedoor.

Gogo:GetthedoorNkanyiso

Razorgotupandwenttoopenthedoorandhewas

shockedtoseewhowasatthedoor.

Liam:Areyoujustgonnastandthereorareyou

gonnagiveyouroldmanahug.

Razor:Dad.WhatareyoudoinghereIthoughtyou

flyingdowntomorrow?

Liam:Changeoffplans,Icouldn'tstayawayfrom

myqueenanylongersoIcancelledallmymeetings

andflewdown.

Razor:Pleasecomein,yourbridewillbesohappyto

seeyou.

Gogo:NkanyisoIsaidgetterdoornotnegotiate



lobola,comeeatyourfoodbeforeitgetscold.

Liamwalkedinwithabunchofrosesandasmile

foryears.j

Liam:Honeyamhome

Gogoalmostchokedonherfoodwhensheheard

Liam'svoice.

Liam:Suprisehoney

Gogogotupandwenttomeethermanandthey

hugged.

Gogo:OMG!Liamwhatareyoudoinghere!You

supposedtoCametomorrow.Amnotevendressed

properly.

Liam:Relaxmysunshineyoulookperfectandyou

soundedsoaloneoverthephonesoIjusthadto

come.

Gogo:PleasesitI'lldishupforyou.

Liam:Therosesareforyou

Gogo:Thankyoumylove.

GogowenttoputherflowersinwaterasLiamsat



andjoinedeveryone.

Gogocamebackanddinnerwentwell,Crystal

becamerestlessprobablyhungry.

Palesa:CrystalistiredcanIbeshowntomyroom

sowecanrest.

Gogo:Whosaidyouhavearoomhere?Girlyou

needtocomebacktoearthcauseit'svery

dangerouswhereyoulive!

Hlengiwe:Iapologiseonherbehalfmother,she

didn'tmeantosoundungrateful.

Razor:MaybeshecanuseNdoni'sroom.

Gogo:Heavensforbid!ShewillsleepwithVeronica

andhermother.

Veronica:ButmaI....

Gogo:AndyouRaymondshallsleepwithyour

father!

Veronicastartedsweatingafterhearingthat

Veronica:HlengiwecansleepinherusualroomI

don'tmindPalesaandthebaby.



Liam:MymooniwasthinkingIcouldbeinyour

room,justtocatchup.

Gogo:WegettingmarriedinthreedaysLiam,let's

shamethedevilandkeeptotherules.

DinnerwasoverandHlengiweclearedthetableand

washedthedishes.

Veronica:Palesadofollowme,I'llshowyouwhere

you'llbesleeping.

Gogo:Goodnighteveryone

Hlengiwe:Goodnightmother.

Palesa,VeronicaandHlengiwewentupstairsto

sleepleavingGogo,hersonandfiance

Razor:DudyoureallyhavetotakeHlengiweto

anotherroommother,Imeanwenottheones

gettingmarried.

Gogo:Wouldyoupreferredifshesharedabedwith

youandyourfather?Don'tstartwithmeRaymond

NkanyisoBlack!

Liam:Okson,let'sgotobedbeforeyourmother

startsquotingtheBibleforus.Goodnightmylove.



Liamkissedhiswomanandtheywentto

sleep,Gogofollowedbuywenttoherownroom.

Razor:I'lltakethecouchdad,youcanhavethebed.

Liam:Wecanbothsharethebed

Razor:Geez!Dadamnotgay,amgoodwiththe

couch.

IntheotherroomHlengiweandPalesashareda

bedwithCrystalwhileVeronicadecidedtogoto

Engle'sroomwhichshesinceavoidedsinceshe

died.Shewaspacingupanddownlikeamad

woman.

Veronica:LordwhydoeseverythingIdohavetogo

wrong,Raymondwassupposedtosleeponthat

bednothimandhisfather!WhatamIgonnado?

KingZakokuhleNkosiwasinhisstudy,deepin

thoughtaboutwhatwouldsavehimfromthiswhole

Zeviledilemma.

Nkosi:IloveThobiletoomuchtoloseherforZevile

andThobilehasmadeitclearthatshewantsZevile

gone.



SheisgonnagivebirthtomyheirsandIwilldo

anythinginmypowertoensurethatthischieftaincy

mustremaininmybloodline,ifsendingZevileaway

willyieldtoasolutionthenamwillingtomakeany

sacrifice.

Thekingtookouthiscellphoneandcalledthe

queenofEmajubakingdom,Zevile'smother.

Queen:Callsthislateatnightunsettlememyin-

law.Howareyouandhow'smydaughter?

Nkosi:Myapologiestocallthislatebutthere'san

urgentmatterweneedtodiscuss.Ithastodowith

yourdaughter.

Queen:(worriedvoice)Mydaughter?Issheok

Nkosi:Pleasemyin-lawmaketimeandcometothe

palaceasthismattercannotbediscussedoverthe

phone.

Queen:Amtherefirstthinginthemorning.

Nkosi.Wewillbewaiting,goodbyemyin-law

ThecallwasendedandZevile'smotherwasalready

inbedbutnotasleep,sowastheking.



King:WasthatNkosi?

Queen:Yesmykingandthereisacoldbreezeinhis

voice,somethingiswrongIcanfeelit.

King:UNkosiuyedelelanje!Whogavehim

permissiontocallmywifethislateatnightwhilehe

hastwowife'sofherown!NX

Queen:Mykingcomedownplease,weneedtogo

downtoEmpumelelweni

King:Wellyougoalonetheycalledyouafterall,

unlessyouneedmetoholdyourhand!Mxm

Thekingpulledthesheetsandslept

Queen:Fine!I'llgoalonesinceIhavebirthalone.

Thequeenslepttoobuthermindwaswideawake

racingwithquestions,assumptionsandfear.

Finallysleepcreepedinandshedozedoff.

IwasfeelingdizzyandlossingbalancebutIdidn't

wannacauseanydramasoIheldontothecounter

andtookslowdeepbreathstorecovermybalance.

Ndoni:What'sgoingon,whatamIbeingwarned

about?Whocouldbecomingtohurtme?Lord



pleaseprotectme,myfamilyandunbornbabies.

Phindi:Areyouok?Yousweating

Ipulledmyselftogetherandstartedwiththesalads

again

Ndoni:Amgooddearjustalittleheadache

Phindi:Ok

Wecontinuedwiththesaladsthenwentthesetthe

table.

Ndoni:Maybeyoushouldgocheckontheboys

outside,theyprobablytalkingforgettingthatwe

starving.

Phil's:Yourightletmegoseehowfartheyare.

Phindigotupandwenttocheckontheboyswith

themeatoutsideandIwasleftgoingoverthe

warningIjustreceived.

Ndoni:"THOSEYOUHAVEHELPEDWILLCOME

BACKTOBITEYOU"Whocoulditbe,whowould

wanttohurtmeandwhy?There'sonlyonewayto

findoutifneedtogodowntomysticland,Ineedto

bereadyforwhatevercomes.



PhindifoundSthembisotakingthemeatoffthefire

andSkhumbuzoonthephone.

Phindi:Amgladyoudone,amaguestherebutit's

startingtofeellikeamahelper.

WhatPhindisaidannoyedStheandwithSthe

annoyedthere'snohappyending.

Sthe:Maybeyoushouldgowaitformeinthecar

causeaminnomoodtoentertainyoursnobbish

behaviour!

Phindi:Wow!!!Sthembisodidyouhavetocallmea

snob,Iwasjustmakingaconversation.

SthembisoleftPhindithereandtookthemeat

inside

Sthe:Meatready

Isnappedoutofmythoughtsandwenttotakethe

meatfromSthembiso

Sthe:Youlooktired,areyouok?

Phindifollowedbehindandyoucouldseeshewas

upsetbutI'ddidn'twannaimposebyasking.



Ndoni:AmokSthejustalittletired,where'smy

husband?

Sthe:Outsideonthephone,heshouldjoinussoon.

Phindi:Let'sgoeathe'lljoinus,amhungry.

Sthe:Foraguestyousurelackmanners

PhindigaveStheanastylookastheymadetheir

waytothetableandsat.

Ndoni:Youbrotheristensethesedays,anyidea

what'seatinghim?

Sthe:Youknowyourhusband,it'sprobablywork

stuff.

Phindi:IwishIknewmymancauseheisallover

theplaceIcan'tcatchup.

Sthe:Yourbrainisprobablylackingoxygensupply

duetothathalfdresssqueezingyou.Thatswhyyou

can'tcatchup!

Skhumbuzocametojoinus,hekissedmyforehead

beforesittingbesidesme.

Skhumbuzo:Hopeyoudidn'tmissmetoomuch.



Sthe:Weallmissedyounowcanweeat

Ndoni:Let'sprayfirst

EveryoneclosedtheireyesandStheleadthe

prayer,hishandalreadyonthemeat.

Sthe:Lordthankyouforthefoodbeforeus,itlooks

deliciousandappetising.Pleasemakeplaceinour

stomachsforthefoodandkeepvisitorsawaytillwe

doneeating.Amen

Everyone:Amen

Skhu:Afoodiesprayer

Theydishedupandstartedeating.

Skhu:I'dliketoproposeatoast

Sthe:Hearhearbrother

Skhu:Tomylovely,beautifulwife.Congratulations

babyIamsoproudofyou.Notonlyforthefive

distinctionsyoubaggedbutforbeingminetoo.

Fromtheveryfirstdayoureyesmetinthathospital

IknewIwouldspendtherestofmylifewithyou,it

wasn'taneasyjourneybuthereweare.Iloveyou



Nana

Idon'tknowwerethetearswerecomingfrombutI

foundmyselfcryingandSkhugotupandtookme

inforahug.

Skhu:YouhavebeenthroughsomuchpainbutI

promisetoloveyoupassedthat,aslongasmy

heartbeatsbabyitbeatsforyou.Iwantyoutowake

upeverymorningandjustbreath,I'lltakecareof

therest.

Ndoni:Iloveyoutoo.Foreverandalways

Skhu:Alwaysandforever.

Sthe:ToNdoniyamanziZungu

TheyraisedtheirglassesandtoastedNdoni's

success.

DinnerwasoverNdoniclearedthetableand

broughtdessert.

Theyallareanditwastimeforgoodbyes

Sthe:IwishIcanstayforamoviebutunfortunately

Ihaveaflattyre(lookingatPhindi)andIneedtogo

changeit.



SkhumbuzowaslaughingwhilendoniandPhindi

werelostastowhatwasSthetalkingabout.

Phindi:Ididn'tknowyouhadaflattyre.

Sthe:NeitherdidI,thanksagainforhavingusfamily.

Iwillseethebothofyoutomorrow.

TheygotupandNdoniandSkhuwalkedthemto

thedoor.

Ndoni:Don'tbeastrangerPhindi

Phindi:Iwon't

Skhu:Goodnight

Sthe:Night

Sthembisogottohiscargitinandsat,fiddlingwith

hisphone.

Sthe:Whatthehell!

Phindigotinandclosedthedoor.

Phindi:There'snothingwrongwiththetryes.

Sthe:Domeafavouranddeletethenonsenseyou

postedonsocialmedia,it'schildish!



Phindi:LookStheIdon'tknowwhattheproblemis

withyoutonightbutIsuggestyoudealwithit!You

havebeenthrowingnastycommentsatmeallnight

today,it'senough.

Sthe:YouaremyproblemPhindile,youhaveturned

outtobethisclingy,snobbishwomanandit's

unattractive!Youbehavinglikeajealousteenager

Phindi:ReallySthembiso?

Sthe:Nonotreally,genuinely.Getyouracttogether!

ThedrivetodropoffPhindiwasveryawkwardand

silent,thecarparkedoutsideandPhindigot

out.BeforeshecanclosethedoorSthespoke.

Sthe:Deletethatpostandgolookforyoursenses,

whenyoufindthePhindiIfellinlovewithcallme.

Phindi:Mxm

Phindithrewthedoorandwalkedawayas

Sthembisodroveofftoo.

ThelookinSkhumbuzo'seyesmademerealiseI

neededtotightenytheoryofeventssoIdecidedto

callmyfriendandasktobabysitterbabyboyfora



weeksincesheworkslateandsheagreed.So

incaseSkhumbuzodecidestofollowmeordropby

myplaceafterworkamcover.Itwastimetogo

homesoItooktaxitothebabycentretofetchthe

babyandafterthatit'sstraighthome.SoonI'llhave

adriverandliveinamansion,icanevensmell

money
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DinnerwasoverandNdonialongwithherhusband



weretidyinguptheirkitchen.

SkhumbuzohadplacedNdonionthecountertop

withabowlofice-creamwhileheassembeledthe

dishesinthewasher.

Skhu:Dououneedanyhelpwiththoseshoes

babe,youmustbetired.

Ndoni:Thanksmylovebutamgoingupstairsthe

minuteIfinishmyice-cream.

Skhu:AndI'llberightbehindyou.

Ndoni:Speakingofhelping,didyounoticeanything

offwithPhindiandStheduringdinner?

Skhu:Nope,why?

Ndoni:PhindiwasnotherusualselfandSthewas

throwingnastycommentsallnight.

Skhu:That'sStheforyou,thenastiestthe

commentsthehappierheis,amsureitnothingfor

ustoworryabout.

Ndoni:Talktohimmylovefindoutifanythingisthe

matter,maybewecanhelp.



Skhu:HowaboutIhelpyougetoutofthatdressand

shoes,giveyouandmassagethenwehavedessert.

Ndoni:NaughtybutIlike,getmedownthendoIcan

gobrushmyteeth.

Skhu:Come

SkhumbuzopickedupNdonifromthecountertop

butinsteadofplacingherdown,heheldonand

placedakissonherlips

Skhu:DidItellyoujusthowmuchIloveyoutoday?

Ndoni:YoudidbutIwouldn'tmindhearingitover

andoveragain

Skhu:WellthenMrsZunguIloveyoubadlyandyou

lookamazingtoday.

Ndoni:(blushing)OoohthankyouMr,youlook

yummyyourselfandIloveyoutoobits.

Skhu:Yummyyousay,howyummy?

Ndoni:Putmedownandfollowmeupstairs,I'll

showyouhowyummy.

Skhumbuzoputndonidownandafteronemore



kisssheheadedtowardstheliftleadingtotheir

bedroom.

Ndoni:Don'tbetoolong

Skhu:Amrightbehindyounana

NdonidisappearedintheliftandSkhumbuzotook

outhisphoneandmadeacall.

Fox:BossIwasjustabouttocallyou.

Skhu:Layitoutforme,theshortversionplease.

Fox:Wefoundthetargetbossfollowedherfrom

workthenshewenttosomedaycareandcame

backwithababy.

Skhu:Soshedoeshaveababy?

Fox:Seemslikeitboss,rightnowamparked

outsidetheplaceshewentinto.Itseemsages

renting.

Skhu:OkforwardmetheaddressandI'lldealwith

thistomorrow.

Fox:Onitboss,doIleavenowcauseit'skindacold?

Skhu:YourchoiceFox,eitheryoustaythereanddo



whatIpayyoutodoorIwillpersonallyescortyou

tothemorguemyself.

Fox:AmsorrybossIwasjoking,whatdoyouneed

metodo.

Skhu:Ineedyoutostaythereandwatchanything

oranyonethatgoesinandoutofthatplace.

AnythingthatbreathsFoxevenifit'sjusta

mosquitoIwanttoknowaboutit

Fox:Amonitboss.

Skhu:Andfox...

Fox:Yesboss

Skhu:Neverjokewithme,amnotyourfriend

Fox:Amsorryboss

Skhumbuzoendedthecall,tookjuiceandglasses

thenfollowedhiswifeupstairs.

WhenSkhumbuzogottothebedroomhiswifewas

soundlyasleepontopofthecover,wearingher

husband'sfavouritet-shirt.Skhumbuzosmiledashe

coveredhiswifeup,kissedherforeheadthen



returneddownstairsandputthejuiceinthefridge.

Hejoinedhiswifeinbed

Skhu:Damnmywifeisbeautiful,can'twaitforyou

tostartshowing.

Sleepbecameyesterday'sdreamforthequeenof

EmajubakingdomafterNkosi'svaguephonecall.

Shetossedandturnedallnightchasinganswersto

questionsrunningamarathoninhermind,fearwas

creepinginastheunknownwalkedtolight.

Queen:WhatcouldbesoimportantthatNkosi

wouldsummonmetotheroyalhousesointo.

Whenthequeenfinallywalkedoutofthe

shower,shealmostfaintedasshefoundher

husbandthekingwideawakeandstaringather

Queen:Oooh!Aahmykingyouawake,good

morning.

King:Wanyonyobaeksenikangaka

ndlovukazi,uphezukwani?

Queen:Iwasn'tsneakingaroundmyking,Ijust

didn'twannawakeyou.



King:Andwherewouldyoubegoingthistimeof

night?

Queen:Empumelelwenimyking,rememberourin-

lawcalledlastnight.

King:Idorememberthephonecall,Ijustdon't

remembergivingyouconsenttogo.

Queen:MykingpleaseitsoundedimportantandI

thinkourdaughterisintrouble.

King:WhenhasZevileevernotbeenintrouble?

Queen:Theycouldbemaltreatingherforallwe

knownowthatherhusbandisdead.Iamgoing!

King:Verywellthenmyking,yourwordislaw.

Queen:Mykingpleasedon'tbelikethat

Thekingpulledthecoversandwentbacktosleep

King:DopassmygreetingstoNkosiandhisfamily.

Thequeenfinisheduptookherbagthenoutshe

went.

Thequeendroveoutifthepalacealone,noguard

andnochiefmaidtheonlythingthatsaidroyal



aboutherwasthecar.

Afterdrivingforawhileshetookadetourwhichwe

tothebush,thenpackedonthesideoftheroadand

walkeddeepintothebush.

Soonshewasstandingbeforethishugerockwhich

lookedlikeadoor.Therewasablackbigpotnextto

therock,thequeentookoutaneedlefromherbag

andpiercedherfingercausingittobleed.

Shethensqueezedthebloodintothepotand

chantedafewwords.

Queen:Bloodasthekeyleadingtodarkness,death

asagifttolife.

GreatAsukayourdaughtergreets

Smokestartedcomingfromthepotbuttherockdid

notopen,insteadavoicewhichscaredthehellout

ofthequeen.Shenantainedhercalm

Voice:Woman!Youareorderedtogothisvery

instant!Goforyouandyourdaughterhavebeen

bannedfromthecaveofdarkness.Go!

Hermouthwasbecomingdryfromfearbutshe



gatheredsomecouragetospeak.

Queen:GreatAsukaIamyourdaughterandI

apologiseforwhateversinsIhavecommittedto

angerthegreatAsuka.

WhateverpunishmentThegreatAsukathinkbefits

mycrimeIshalloblige.

Voice:Bloodandaheartofasevendaysoldroyal

baby.Thatisthesacrificeyoushallbringto

appeasethegreatAsukaandregainyouraccessto

thecaveofdarkness.

Queen:Itshallbedonefatherofdarkness.

Voice:Failuretodososhallmeandeathforyour

daughterandyoushallloseeverythingyouhave.

Nowgo!

Thequeenturnedaroundandbeganrunning

towardshercar,shegotinandstillshakingfrom

fearshetookafewbreaths.

Queen:Zevilewhathaveyoudoneforasacrifice

thisstraptobedemandedfromus?

Sheturnedbackleadingtothemainroadanddrove



toEmpumelelweniwithaheavyheartandfear,what

awaitsherwasamystery.

Suitcasespackedandengine'salreadyrunningthe

kingandqueenofNgwenyamakingdomwere

gettingreadytohittheroadsleadingtothewedding.

Langa:Ican'twaittoseemydaughter,Imissedher

somuch.

Noma:Ivideocalledherlastnightandshelooks

happy,she'sevenglowing.

Langa:Iwonderwhyamneverinvitedtothese

videocallsofyours.

Noma:JealousywillgiveyouwrinklesMrZulu,now

where'sthatboyofyoursweneedtogetgoing.

Langa:Lwandle...(Callinghisson)

Lwandlewalkeddownstairswithhisbagsandhis

headphonesaroundhisneck.

Noma:Weneedtogetgoing

Lwandle:Nowthat'ssomethingamlookingforward

too,Imissmysister.



Langa:Youtalktoheronthephoneeveryday.I

shouldbetheonemissinghernotyoutwo

Mkhuseliwaspacingnexttothedoorwaitingforit

toopendohecouldwalkout,anotheronewho

couldn'twaittoseeprincessNdoni.Lwandlewalked

outsidetocalltheguardstogetthebacks.

Thebagswereloadedandtheroyalfamilygotinto

thecatsandofftheydrove.With6cars,14guards

andMkhuseliitwasgonnabeaweddingtobe

remembered.

Lwandlewasdeepinthoughtandlookingforward

toseeinghersister.

Lwandle:Ican'twaitforschoolstoclosedoIcan

staywithmysisterpermanent,herhusbandisso

coolandtheirhouseisdope.

Noma:Areyoustillhavingdreamsmyboy?

Lwandle:Nothingnewmother,justthisonedream

thatkeepscomingoverandoveragain.

Langa:Soundslikeamessage,what'sthedream

about.



Lwandle:it'sstrangecauseinmydreamamholding

twobeautifulbabiesandplayingwiththem,then

suddenlysshadowappearsandsnatchesonebaby

awayandruns.Itryrunningtoobuttheotherbaby

isweighingmedown.

Thatbaby'scryhauntsmeit'scutesodeepandit's

likehe'scallingoutformyhelp

Noma:Isthatwhythereareholesonyoursealing

roof?

Lwandle:Whenthatbabycriessomethinginme

justsnaps

Langa:Somethinghastobedoneaboutthisyour

snapsandfast.

Noma:Iagree.

Thecarsdroveoffonthelongtripwitheveryone

happythatGogohasfoundherotherhalf.

Demon'sandghostsfromthepastwerealso

comingouttoplayasVeronicawasbeingroasted

byherguilt.

Vero:LordwhathaveIdone!Gogohasbeenso



goodtome,yhouabithàrshbutshestillhavemea

roofovermyhead.

ThisiswereIambecauseofgreed,Mydaughter

gone,myhusbandgoneandnowidontknowwhay

awaitsme.

Veronicadecidedtowakeupandgomake

breakfasttoeaseherguilt.

Everyoneelsewasstillasleepeventheblushing

bridetobe.Raymondgotupfromthecouchand

foldedhisblanket.

Razor:Heidad,Iwasthinkingwecouldgomake

momsomebreakfastjusttoshowappreciation,

she'llloveit.

ButnoresponsecamefromLiam'sside

Razor:Dadyouneedtowakeupormomwillfreak

out.

Stillnothing,strange!

Raymondwalkedtohusfather,pulledthereblankets

andcalledagain.

Razor:Dadyouneedtowakeupnow.



EyesclosedLiamdidnotmoveamuscle,causing

Raytopanic

Razor:Dadpleaseyounotdoingthistome,wakeup.

Aaahokokok!Pulse.

Howdotheyevencheckthisdamnpulse

Raymondwaspanicking,movingaroundtheroom

likeaheadlesschicken.

Razor:Ambulance,yes.No!Noambulancemomwill

panic.Skhumbuzo.

RaymondtookhisphoneandcalledSkhumbuzothe

timewasnow6:15inthemorning.

Skhu:Yes

Razor:Broyouneedtogetherenow,somethingis

wrongwithdad.He'snotmoving.

Skhu:Doyouknowwhattimeitisdude?

Razor:Sorrybutyoureallydoneedtogethere.

Skhu:Ishebreathing?

Razor:DudeIdon'tknow,he'snotmoving



Skhu:Okamcoming.Getacoldtowelandplaceit

onhisforeheadamonmyway

Razorendedthecallandrandownstairs,hewas

metwithVeronica.

Vero:Whereareyourunningoffthisearlyinthe

morning.

Razorwentforthefridgetookoutsomewater

Razor:Somethingiswrongwithdad,he'snot

moving

Veronicadroppedtheplateshewasholdingandit

brokecausingaloudsmash!

Vero:OMG!Ikilledhim

RaymondturnedaroundwalkingtowardsVeronica

wasdisorientate.

Razor:Youdidwhat?

Vero:I...Iitwas,ImeanI

Razor:SpeakorIswearamgonnashovethose

platepiecesdownyourthroat!

RazorwasmadVeronicawasshakingthevolcano



wasabouttoerupt.

Mymindisstillabitrusted,Iwillwritethe

continuationlater.
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(Continuation)

AfterthatphonecallfromRazorIhadtogetoutof

bedandrushovertohishouse,ihadtobecareful

nottowakemywifethoucauseifsheweretowake

upshe'dwannacomewithmeandIcan'tafford

that.

ThethingisIwannaseeLindastraightafterthisso



IsortoutthisbabythingbeforemywifeandIleave

forourhoneymoon.

Skhumbuzocarefullyandslowlypulledouthishand

fromunderhissleepingwife,hegotoutofbedand

intothebathroom.Hetookaquickshower,dressed

upthenwriteanoteforhiswife:Fillinginsomelast

minuteleaveformsatthehospital,bebackbefore

youknowit.

Love:SK

Heplacedthenotenexttothenightlampandleft

theroomquietly,hetookhiscarkeysand

disappearedintothegarage.

Twoqueens,akingandaprincessallseatedonthe

sametable,amsurey'allcanimaginethetension

there.Itwassoawkwardyou'dswearallthispeople

arestrangerstoeachother.

Thobile:HaveyoudecidedonsvarsityNolitha?

Nokubonga:Youreallyneedtostoppokingyour

noseinmattersthatdon'tconcernyouThobile!



Nolithaismydaughter.

Thobile:YouNokubonganeedtolearnhowtochill,

you'llgetwrinkles.

Nkosiwasgettingirritatedoverhiswife'sconstant

bickering,soangrilyhebangedhisfistagainstthe

table.

Nkosi:Enough!Bothofyou,areyouteenagers?This

bickeringofyourswillstopanditwillstopnow!

WhatareyouteachingNolitha

Nokubonga:Thobileneedstolearnherplace

aroundhere

Nkosi:IsaidenoughNokubonga!

Thobile:MyapologiesmykingIpromiseitwon't

happenagain.

Nkosi:Good.Nowcanweallhavebreakfastin

peacelikenormalpeople.

Nolitha:Ihavedecidedthatiwilllookatlocal

universitiesinsteadofstayingathomedoing

nothing.

Nkosi:Wowmyprincess,thankyou.Amsoproudof



yourdecisionandIpromisetosendyouabroadas

soonasour11financespickup.

Nolitha:Thanksdad

Noweveryonearetheirbreakfastinsilencetilla

guardcameinbreakingthesilence.

Nkosi:Whatisit?

Guard:Myapologiesfordisturbingbreakfastmy

king,butthere'saguestàtthegatewhorequests

yourpresence.

Thobile:Whovisitssoearlyinthemorning?

Guard:It'sthequeenofEmajubakingdommy

queen.

Nkosi:Oohsheherealready.Letherin

Guard:Asmykingpleases

Theguardlefttogoopenfortheguest.

Nolitha:MayIbeexcusedplease

Nkosi:Youmaygomyprincess

Nolithaleftthetabletoherroom



Thobile:Peopleneedtostarttreatingthisplacelike

apalaceandnotacafe,appointmentsneedtobe

madebeforeshowingupatapalace.

Nkosi:She'sfamilymyqueenandIcalledher

Thobile:Nexttimeyouinvitepeopletoourhouse,

informmeplease

Nokubonga:Herecomesthesupremacyspeech

again!Ain'tIthefirstwife?

Nkosi:OkIwaswrongnottotellthebothofyou

thatIcalledherover,butshe'sherenow.Canweall

actnice

Nokubonga:Fine

Thekingandhiswifegotuptowelcometheirguest

andaftergreetingstheymadetheirwaytothe

lounge.

Nomzamo:Youwereveryvagueoverthe

phone,that'swhyIcameassoonasIcan.

Nokubonga:LongstoryshortNomzamo,your

daughterisadisgraceandwewanthergone!

Nkosi:Nokubongaplease!



Nokubonga:What!It'sthetruth

Nomzamogotupandstoodonherfeedboilingwith

anger.

Nomzamo:Iwillnotsithereandbeinsultedbyyour

wifeNkosi,getmemydaughter!Amleaving

Nkosi:Youneedtocalmdownmyin-law,please

Nomzamo:Yourwifehasmadeitclearwhyam

here,sogetmemydaughterandletmeleave.

Itwasgettingintenseveryfastatthepalacetill

Thobilesteppedinandcalledthesituationdown.

Thobile:NokubongaandIcanneverbeobjective

whenitcomestothismattersoIsuggestweleave

youandthekingtotalk.

Nkosi:Thankyoumyqueen

Nokubonga:Fine!Imyselfwillnotsithereand

discussmyhusband'sinfedelity.

NokubongaandThobileleftthetwotodiscusswhat

wasdue

Nkosi:PleasesitNOMZAMO!



FinallyNomzamocalmeddownandsat

Nomzamo:Whatinfedelityisyourwifetalking

about?

Nkosi:Somuchhashappenedinaveryshortspace

oftime,Idon'tevenknowwheretobegin.

Nomzamo:YoucanbeginwiththeinfedelityNkosi

Nkositookadeepbreathandshifteduncomfortably

inhisseat.

Nkosi:Zevileispregnant

Nomzamo:What!Butherhusbandisdeadsohow

isthatpossible?

Nkosi:Mysonisn'tresponsibleforthepregnancy,I

am

NomzamogotupfuriouslyandstaredatNkosi

Nomzamo:YouaresodisgustingNkosi!Howcould

you?Soyoutookadvantageofagrievingwidow.

Nkosi:WellIwasn'tmyself,trustme.

Nomzamo:Idon'tcarehowithappenedNkosibut

youwillmarrymydaughter!Uyangizwa?Youwill



marryher

Nkosi:That'stheplanmyin-lawbutfirstweneedto

keepherandthebabyalive.

Nomzamosatdownagain

Nomzamo:Whatdoyoumeankeepthemalive?

Nkosi:Zevileussick,she'scrazy.Butthatwewill

discussanothertime.Ineedyourhelpinmaking

surethattheylive.

Nomzamo:OoohLordmypoordaughter!Whereis

she,Iwannaseeher.

Nkosi:Itwasrevealedtomethattheonlyway

Zevilewillregainhersanityisthroughablood

sacrifice.

Nomzamorememberedthevoicefromtheoracle,it

hitherthatthingswereabouttogetreal.Nkosi

continued

Nkosi:Notjustbloodbutbloodofasevendaysold

royalbaby

Nomzamo:Wherethehellingod'slandarewe

supposedtofindaroyalbaby?



Nkosi:That'swhyIneedyourhelp,weneedtokeep

ourearsonthegroundforanyinformation,it'svital.

Thosebabieswilllive,theyaremyheirs.

Nomzamo:Okayok,IwillseewhatIcando.

Nkosi:Thankyou,youwilltakeherhomewithyou

andIwillcomevisitsoweforgeasolidplan.

NkosiandNomzamowenttoseeZevilein

Gob'izizwesshrine,shewasn'ttalkingoranything,all

shedidwassitatthecornerandstareinto

space,thensmilealone.

Nomzamo:Howlongwillshebelikethis?

Gob'izizwe:Tillthedayshedeliversthebabiesand

ifbythenthesacrificeisn'tmadeshewill

personallykillherbabies.

Nkosi:Itwon'tcometothat,wewillprovidethe

sacrifice.

Nomzamo:Isshedangerous?

Gob'izizwe:She'sharmlessfornow,imanagedto

mutehervoiceforawhilebutshehearsandeats

perfectlywell.



Nomzamo:Oklet'sgetherinthecar.

TheguardswerecalledandZevilewasputinthe

car,Nkosisaidhisgoodbyesandthecarleft.Zevike

wasgoingbacktohisfather'skingdom,Emajuba

Ihaveneverseensomuchrageandangerbeforein

mylife,Iwasshakingfrombothfearandguilt.

Razor:IwillnotaskyouthisagainVeronica.What

didyoudotomyfather?

HewasnowwalkingtowardsmeandIknew

somethingbigwascoming,eitherItellthetruthorI

wasabouttowetmyself

Veronica:Itwasalovepotion,itwasmeanttomake

youloveme

BeforeIcouldevenfinishmystatementahot

burningslaplandedonmycheeklandingmeunder

thetableinthefloor

Razor:Bloodywitch!

Veronicawasholdingherburningcheekwithtears

runningdownhernowredface



Veronica:Am...I..amsosorry

Razorturnedaroundbrushinghisheadwithso

muchfrustration,thenfinallyhefacedVeronica

again

Razor:Ineedyoutolistentomegood,Iwantyouto

quietlygoupstairsandpackallthat'syoursand

leavethishousenow!

Veronica:(gettingupfromunderthetable)

Raymondpkease,wherewouldIgoatsuchshort

notice.Ibegjustgivemetimetomakeotherplans

andI'llgo

Razor:Orwouldtoprefermetohelpyouwriteyour

suicidenote

Veronicashookherheadtothatidea

Razor:Good,needwgetgoing

Veronicarushedupstairscryingtopackher

bags.Razorrememberedthecoldtowel

Razor:Shitdad!Heopenedthefridgeandtookout

someicebutthensknockcameatthedoorandhe

wenttoipenanditwasSkhumbuzo



Razor:ThankGodyouhere.

Hemaywayforhimtocomein

Skhu:IgothereasfastasIcould,whereishe?

Razor:Upstairsinmyroom,followme

RaymondandSkhumbuzorushedtothestairsthen

theymetwithVeronicadraggingtwobig

bags,Razorlookdatherasshewalkeddown

Razor:Veronica

Sheturnedherface

Razor:MakesureIdon'tfindyou

Razorwalkedawaytohisroomfollowedby

Skhumbuzo.SlowlyVeronicawalkedtothefront

doorwithtearsnowfloodingyetface,greedhas

nowtakenawayaplaceshecalledhome.Sheooei

thedoorandoutsideshefoundherself.

WhenSkhumbuzoandRazorgoodttothe

bedroom,MrBlackhadjustgotoutofbed,

stretchinghisarms

Razor:DadyouAlive!



RazorwalkedtohisdadwhileSkhumbuzowas

standingtherewaitingforsomeonetotellmem

what'sgoingon.

Liam:Duh!Whywouldn'tIbealive?

Razor:Itriedwakingyouupbutyoujustlaythere

notresponding,youscaredmeIevencalledthe

doctor.

Liam:?(Smiling)Oohthat.Itooksomesleeping

pills,theymusthaveknockedmedead

Razorhuggedhisdad

Razor:Geezdad,don'tknowVeronicadothatagain.

Liam:AmsosorryDoc,howmuchdoIoweyou

Skhu:It'sok,wefamily.Ibettergetgoing

Razor:I'llwalkyouout

Liam:ThanksDocandsorryagainforthetrouble.

Skhu:It'sokamgladyouok

RazorwalkedSkhuout

Razor:Thanksagainbroforcoming



Skhu:Wefamilybro,anytime

Skhumbuzowalkedtohiscarandheadedoverto

Linda'splacefromtheaddressFoxsenthim.

Hegottotheplaceandwalkedintotheyardand

knockedonthedoor.Lindaopenedthedooralready

dressedinherworkuniform,butterfliesflippedin

herstomachwhenshesawwhowasstandingat

herdoorstep.Butactedmysteriousfoldingher

handsandleaningagainstthedoor

Linda:Skhumbuzo!Whatareyoudoinghere?

Skhu:StoptheactLinda!Youwantedmyattention

andnotwyouhaveit.Whereishe?

Linda:Sleeping

Skhu:Wellfetchhim,wegoingtothehospital.

Linda:Wow!Soyouthinkyouhavearighttojust

walkintomyplaceandthrowyourweightaround!

It'snothappening

Skhu:IhavenotimeforgamesLinda,don'tstart

withme



Linda:Ifyouwannaseehimthenfinebutweywith

sitdownandtalkfirst.Rightnowasyoucanseeam

lateforworksoI'lltextyouwhenamfree.

Skhumbuzowasgettingmadsoheturnedaround

towalkawaybutLindasaidsomethingthatgothim

reallymad

Linda:Doesyoursocalledwifeknowaboutmeand

yourson?

Skhumbuzoclenchedhisfistbutdidnotturn

around.

Skhu:MeantionmywifeeveragainandIswearI'll

haveyoutestifyinginchurchthatyoumetthedevil.

Linda:7pmafterwork,myworkplace.Bethereand

I'llbringyourson.

SkhumbuzowalkedtohiscarleavingLinda

wonderingifhe'llshowupfortheirmeetingornot.

Linda:YougothimLINDA,nowit'stimeframefor

planB.Buzwe

Y'allrememberBUZWEright,Skhumbuzo'sdoctor



friendfromthehospital?

Stayhome,staysafeandremembertowashyour

hands
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IhavebeenignoringPhindisincethenightofthe

braai,yetshekeepsbombardingmewithendless

phonecallsandmessages.

SheshouldthankherluckystarsthatIlikeher,hadit

notbeenthatIwouldblowoffherbrainsjustto

keepherquite.



Rightnowshewasbeginningtogetonmyeleventh

nerve.Iparkedmycaroutsidetheofficeignoring

yetanotherphonecallfromPhindithenwalkedinto

theoffice.ThereceptionistwasonthephonewhenI

cameinsoIjustwalkedpassedher,untillshe

stoppedme.

Recep:Sorrysir,thecallisforyou.

Sthe:Whoisit?

Recep:Shesaysshe'syourgirlfriendsir.

Sthe:(annoyed)Tellheramdead

Recep:(shocked)Sorrysir,what!?

Sthe:(spellingouttheword)D.E.A.D!deadand

whenyoudoneorganisemesomecoffee.Black

withlotsofsugar,amgonnaneedit.

Sthembisowalkedtihisofficeleavingthe

receptionistlostforwords,sheputthephoneback

toherear

Recep:AmsorrybutMrZungujustrushedouttoa

meeting.Canitakeamessage?

Phindi:Noit'sokI'lljustdropbyandseehimduring



lunch.Thanks

Thereceptionistendedthecallandtookabreathof

relief

Recep:Thatwasawkward!

Everyoneattheofficewentabouttheirdaily

business,evenSthembisobutPhindiontheother

handwasheadingforasteepfallintodesparation.

Shewassooutofitthateverythingjustslippedout

ofherhands,itwasmorningyetshehadbroken

dishesamountingtohalfhersalary.Maureenthe

hotelmanagercalledherasidetofindoutwhatwas

wrong.

Maureen:DoyouwannaloseyourjobPhindi,what's

goingonwithyou?

Phindi:Amsorryma'amitwon'thappenagain,ama

bitlightheaded.

Maureen:Wouldyourathergohome?

Phindi:Noamok,Ijustneedaglassofwater.

Maureen:Youbettersnapoutofitthencauseatthe

rateyougoingtherewon'tbeanydishesleftforyou



tobreakbythetimeyougohome.

Phindi:Ipromiseitwon'thappenagain.

Maureen:Backtoworkthen

Phindilturnedaroundandwalkedtothe

kitchen,shehadaglassofcoldwatertherejustto

calmherselfdown.

Phindi:He'scheatingonme,Icañjustfeelit.

Shewentbacktoworkcountingyoursbeforeher

lunchbreaksoshecangoseeherboyfriend.

Itwasstillveryearlyandeveryonewasstillasleep

exceptforRaymondandhisfatherwhowere

makingthebedtogether.

Razor:Areyousureyouokdad,umeanreallyok.

Liam:Amasfitasanoxsonyoucanrelax.

Razor:Notevenaslightheadache?

Liam:Notevenanitchson,amfine.

Razor:Ok.



Liam:Howaboutwegodownstairsandmake

breakfastforyourmom

Razor:Afteryouoldman,momwillloveit.

Theguysfinishedupthebedandheaded

downstairstomakebreakfast.

Razor:Readytosignoveryourlifetomorrowdad?

Liam:Beenreadysincethedayyouwereborn.

Theyputinapronsandstartedonbreakfast

Razor:Webettermakeenoughfood,theroyalfamily

willbehereanytimenow.

Liam:AmjustexcitedthatI'llhaveroyalsatmy

wedding.

UpstairsGogowasupandshehadjustfinished

takingashower,sheplannedtobetheonemaking

breakfasttoday.Tohisamazementwhenshe

walkedoutoftheroomtheentirehousesmelled

likefood,walkingdownstairsshestartedtalkingas

usual

Gogo:Hopeyoudidn'tmakeanotheroneofyour

concoctionsinattemptoffoodVeronica.



Razor:Morningmother

Liamwalkedtohiswifeandgaveherskissontge

forehead

Liam:Goodmorningmyflower,breakfastshouldbe

readysoonpleasesit

Gogowasblushingasshewalkedandtookasitat

thetableinthekitchen.

Gogo:Soyouboyshavetakenovermykitchen

today,hownice.

Liam:Wewantedtogiveyouladiesabreaktoday.

Gogo:Speakingofladies,where'sVeronicaand

Hlengiwe.Shouldn'ttheybemakingbreakfast?

Razor:Theyshouldbedowninaminute,amsure

theystillasleep.

Gogo:Laziness!

TheguysfinishedonbreakfastwhileGogosetthe

table.Palesawalkeddownjustasfoodwasbeen

placedonthetableandshesatdownstillinher

PJ's.



Gogogaveheranastystare

Gogo:Younglady,getyourflatbehindoffthe

chair,goupstairsandhaveashower,edecentthen

comejoinusforbreakfast.

Palesawasshockedasshedidn'tknowwhattodo.

Gogo:Lordshe'sstillhere!NtombazaneIsaid

hambo'gezabo.

Palesagotupandangrilyrushedupstairs

Gogo:Girlsofthisdays!

Liam:Whydidyoudothatsweetheart?couldhave

letherstay,shewasalreadyhere.

Gogo:PJ'sonmytable,thatwouldbethedayJesus

comesKnockingonmydoorlookingfordirections.

Palesagottotheroomandthrewherselfonthe

bed,Hlengiwehadjustcameoutoftheshowerand

washeadingdownstairsforbreakfast.

Palesa:Peopleherearesomean,Iwannagohome!

Hlengiwe:Wellcallyourdadcauseamnottaking

you.There'salottobedonehere,there'sawedding



tomorrow.

Palesa:Jeez!Amnotevenhavingtheirstupid

breakfast,Ijustlostmyappetite

Hlengiwe:Haveityourway

Hlengiweleftpalesaintheroomandwent

downstairstojoininonbreakfast.

Hlengiwe:Goodmorning

Shepulledoutachairandsatdown,Raymondsay

nexttoher

Gogo:Where'sVeronica?surelyshecansmellthe

foodfromherroom.

Razor:Oohshe'snothere,shewentoutsayingshe

neededtobuysomething'sforthewedding

tomorrow.

Gogo:Oklet'ssaygraceandeat.Hlengiweleadus

inprayerplease.

Hlengiwe:Aahmok.Fatherthankyouforthefood

andthehandsthatmadeit.Amen

Razor:Amen



Gogo:Heavenshavemercy,myhouseisonfire!

Liam:Let'seatsweetheart.

Breakfastbeganandeveryoneatepraisingthe

chef'sforajobwelldone.JustasHlengiweand

Razorereclearingthetable,aKnockcameatthe

doorandRaywenttoopenanditwastheRoyals,in

fullforceweddingfever.AssoonasRaymond

openedthedoortheQueenstartedshouting

Noma:AlilililiAlilililialili,ngumshadolento.

Everyonegotupfromthetableandcameto

welcomethem.

Gogo:Myqueenalwaysapleasurehavingyou

Theyhugged

Noma:Ifitisn'toutblushingbridetobe,glowing

already.

Liam:Wearesohonouredthatyougraceduswith

yourpresence

Langa:Wewouldn'tmissthisdayforanything.

Gogo:Pleaselet'sgoin.Wejusthadbreakfastbut



there'splentyoffood

Noma:Forgetthefoodwegood.Weneedtoget

going.

Lwandle:Speakforyourselfmother,amstarving.

TheyallwentinandsatintheloungewithLwandle

madehiswaytothekitchenforsomethingtoeat.

Gogo:Yousaidsomethingaboutgoingmy

queen,wheretoo?

Hlengiwewasnotherselfaftershesawtheking

andqueenofNgwenyamakingdom

Hlengiwe:MayIpleasebeexcused,Ineedtogo

checkonmygranddaughter.

Noma:Iwashopingyoucanjoinus,weareheading

tomydaughter'shouseforabridalparty.

Hlengiwe:I'llpassthankyou.

Hlengiwegotupandwentupstairs,Raymond

stoppedher

Razor:Areyouok,youseemdownallofthesudden.

Hlengiwe:It'sthem,thepeoplewhocametomy



houseandtoldmetoprepareformyson'sfuneral.

Itsthem,Icanneverforgettheirfaces.

Razor:Hlengiwepleasenotnow

Hlengiwe:Iwillnotsithereandpartywithpeople

responsibleformyson'sdeath.Niceexcusemeam

goingtolaydown.

HlengiweleftandRaymondwentbacktothelounge.

Langa:Andthatmeanswehavethewholehouseto

ourselvesgentleman,Ismellaparty.

Razor:I'llinviteSkhuandStheover,it'sgonnabe

epic.

Gogo:BafanaBafanabetterbetheonlypeopleyou

invitingorthey'llbehelltopay

TheguyslaughedandNomagotuppullingGogoby

thehand

Noma:;That'sourquetoleavemybride.Lwandle

areyoucomingorstayingwiththeboys?

Lwandlerespondingfromthekitchen

Lwandle:Amcoming,Imissmysister.



Langa:AmtellingyouLiamthisboyisgay!Imagine

choosingtowatchsoapymovieswiththeladies

ratherthanindulginginman'stalkandagoodgame

ofsoccer,whatdoyoucallthat?

Lwandle:Thathouseishugedad,I'llwatchsoccer

inmyroom,youguysareloud.

Razor:Yeahwhateversissyboy(laughing)

TheladiesleftwithLwandleandMkhuselileaving

theboystoplantheirbachelor'sparty.

Lindabunkedworkandheadedtothehospitalto

seeBuzweandseeifshecancutadealwithhim.

Shegottothehospitalandwenttothereceptionist

Linda:ExcusemeisDoctorZikalalain?

Receptionist:Yesbuthe'sbusy

JustasLindawastalkingtothereceptionist,Buzwe

appeareddownthecorridorwalkingtothereception.

Linda:Buzwe!JustthepersonIwantedtosee

Buzwe:DoIknowyou?



Linda:Yessilly,it'sLinda.Wemeetataclubawhile

back,iwasSkhumbuzo'sgirl.

Buzwe:Oohok.WhatcanIdoforyou?

Linda:Canwetalkinprivate?

Buzwe:Okfollowmetomyoffice

BuzweleftwithLindatohisoffice.

Buzwe:AmkindabusysowhatcanIhelpyouwith.

Linda:WellthethingisIneedafavour

Buzwe:Whatkindoffavour?

Linda:IneedDNAtestsswapped.

Buzwe:Givemedetailsplease,Idon'thaveallday

Linda:SkhumbuzowantstohaveaDNAtestdone,I

needyoutoswapthetestofthebaby'swith

Skhumbuzo'ssotheresultscomebackpositive.

Buzwe:Andwhat'sinitforme?

Linda:Nameyourprice,aftertheresultsprovethat

thebabyishisthenitwon'tbehardgettingmoney

fromhim.



Buzwe:1MILLION!

Linda:Deal,I'llcontactyouwithdetails.

Indiahitupandtheyshakeshandstosealtheir

deal,Lindaleftwithasmileasherplanwascoming

togetherperfectly.

Buzwe:SkhumbuzomymanIhavealwaysbeen

waitingpatientlyforyoutoslipupsoIcouldstepin

andplayherotoyourbeautiful,sexywifeandtoday

thatopportunityjustlandedonmylap.Buzwe

Zikalala,thenightandshiningarmour.

Ifoundmyselfwalkingthestreetßwithheavybags

withnowheretogo.IhavealreadyusedR5000of

themoneyfromtheinsurancepayouttopayforthat

lovepotion,IcanbookintoahotelorB&Bbut

withoutanincomethemoneyisboundtorunout.

WhatdoIdothen,Ican'tgobacktothehousecause

Raymondwouldkillme.Ifhedoesn'tGogowill

surelycallthepoliceonmeforkillingherhusband,i

can'tgotojail.Iwassnappedoutofmythoughtsby

acarpullingupnexttome,thedriverloweredthe



window

Driver:Needaliftsomewheremylady?

Vero:Noamfine

Driver:Pleasegetin,IpromiseIwon'tbiteandam

notakiller.

Iresistedacoupleoftimesbutthedriverwasso

persuasivethatIendedupgivingin.Hegotoutthe

carandloadedmybagsinhisbootanfopenedthe

doorforme.Igotinandthecarwentbackonthe

road.

Driver:Sowhat'syournamema'amandwhat'swith

thebags?

Vero:Veronica

Driver:Youlookedtroubled,whereareyouoffto.

Vero:WellamnotfromhereandtheplaceIusedto

stayattheykickedMeoutsoamlookingforaB&B

Driver:Ittakestimefindingadecentandsafeplace

thisdays,howaboutyoustauwithmetillyoufind

somethingdecent.



Vero:ButIdon'tevenknowyou

Driver:Movingintomyguestroomisagreatplace

tostartknowingme.

TheatwasdrivingandVeronicawasblushingall

theway

Veronica:Whatwouldyourwifesaycausethering

provesyoumarried

Driver:Welllet'sjustsayit'salongstory,butam

willingtotellyouifyouagreetomoveinwithme.

Vero:okthenbutonlytillIfindaplaceofmyown.

Driver:Deal
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Iwokeuptomyhusband'ssideofthebedempty,

probablydownstairsmakingbreakfastor

something.Igotup,rubbedmyeyesthebegan

makingthebed,IwashornyandImissedmy

husband.

Thispregnancywasmakingmeallsortsof

crazy,wonderhowI'llevencopewithbeingafirst

yearstudent.

WhilebusymakingthebedIcameacrossthenote,it

wasfrommyhusband

Ndoni:Oohwellit'snotbadnews,heshouldbeback

soonandIpromisetolockhiminthisroomtillI

waswellsexuallyfeed.

Ifinishedwiththebedthenstraightintothe

bathroomandhadabath.

MyphonerangjustasIfinishedbathingsoI

wrappedatowelaroundmynakedbodyandwent

toanswerit,itwasmymom.



Ndoni:(smiling)Mother.Pleasetellmeyoucoming

toGogo'swedding,please

Noma:Well....notonlyamIcomingmyprincess,am

alreadyhereandyourgrandmotherandIareonour

waytoyourhouse.

Ndoni:Wowthat'sbrilliantmomI'llbewaiting.

IcouldhereGogoshoutingfromthebackground,I

laughed

Gogo:Tellhertotellthosescaryguysathergate

nottoaskastoomanyquestions.

Ndoni:(laughing)Okaymotherseeyousoonandtell

GogothatIloveher

Noma:Weloveyoutooprincess.

Iendedthecallthenwenttolotionthendressedup

quicklyinalongwhitesummerdress,jeanssqueeze

meandmakemeuncomfortable.Iputonmy

sleepersthentiedmyhairup.

Ndoni:Ishouldcallthebeautyparlourandasfor

homemassages,Gogocoulddowithsome

pampering.



Itookmyphoneandmadethecallwhilegettinginto

theliftfromthebedroomtodownstairs.

Thecarparkedinsideahugeyardinfromofa

beautifulbighouse.

Igotoutandstartedlookingaroundadmiringthe

beautyandpeacefulneighborhood.

Hegotoutandwenttogetmybagsfromtheboot.

Driver:Welcometomyhumbleabode,pleaselet'sgo

in.

Ifollowedbehindherashewentandunlockedthe

doorandwegotinside.

Vero:Ididn'tgetyournamesir

Driver:(smiling)Pleasedon'tcallmesir,youmake

mesoundold.CallmeKhumalo

Vero:YouhaveaverybeautifulhousehereMr

Khumaloandyourwifehastastetheinterioris

classy.

Khumalodidn'tliketotalkabouthiswifeasitwas



stillasorepointsohequicklychangedthesubject.

Khumalo:Pleasecomeletmeshowyoutoyour

roomsoyoucouldgetsettled.

Ifollowedandheshowedmethisbeautifulroom

andIgotinsideandsatinthebedasheputdown

mybagsandwalkedout

Khumalo:There'snothingmuchIthehousebutam

surethere'ssomejuice,wouldyoulikesome?

Vero:Yesplease

Khumalo:Okthenjoinmeinthekitchenonceyou

allsettled.

HeleftmealoneintheroomandIstartedbouncing

onthebed

Vero:Icouldgetusedtothis.Bighouse,bigbed

withnoGogotobitoffmyheadeachtimeIdo

something.Thisisheaven.ButVeronicayouneed

tookayyourcardsrightsoyoucanprolongyour

stayhereandgetintothewife'sgoodbooks.

IdecidedthatIwillunpacklatersoIgotupfromthe

bedandwenttojoinMeKhumalointhelounge,he



waswatchingsoccer.

Isatnexttohimmakingsurethatourbodies

touchedthenIsmiled

Vero:Whatswithmanandsoccer?

Helookedatmeandsmiledtoo

Khumalo:Ican'texplainitbutit'sthesameaswith

womenandtheirshoes

Vero:Ok.Iseeyouhavechildren,therearetoyshere.

Khumalo:Idohavekids,twoorshouldIsayone

causemysonisnomore.Thetoysaremy

granddaughter's.

Icashedinonthisopportunity,Iplacedmyhandon

histhighandbrusheditslowly

Vero:Sosorryaboutyourson,Ilostadaughtertoo.

Sowhere'stheotherchildyousaidtwo

Khumalo:Iwasactuallyonmywaytoseeherwhen

Isawyoualongtheroad.

Vero:Soyouturnedbecauseofme?

Khumalo:Couldn'tresistyourbeauty



NowIwasblushingforreal

Vero:Doesn'tshestaywithyou?

Khumalo:Shedoesbutshe'svisitinghermother,we

divorce.

JackpotthisishomeVeronica,home.

Vero:Yousaidsomethingaboutjuice,amthirsty.

Khumalo:Pleaseforgiveme,there'sthefridgehelp

yourself

Igotupfromthecouchandveryseductivelywalked

towardsthekitchentogetmyselfadrink.

Icouldfeelhiseyesfollowme

Khumalo:LordhowtoIresistsuchtemptation,this

womenissexy.

Igotaglassthenopenedthefridge,therewasn't

nothingmuch.Ishouldpayforsomegroceriesjust

toearnmystay.

Vero:(talkingallthewayfromthekitchen)We

shouldgodosomegroceries

Khumalo:Idon'teatthatmuchandmydaughter



usuallydoesthegroceryshopping

Vero:Iinsistandampaying.It'stheleastIcandoto

thankyoufortakingmein

Khumalo:Okaythen,ifyouinsist.

Itookmyglassofjuicethenwenttositbackdown.

ItwaslunchandIdidn'tfeellikegoingoutsoIgot

outofmyofficetoaskthereceptionisttoorganise

mesomelunchsincemyPAisonleave.

Sthe:Ahhmhi....what'syournameagain?

Recep:Mirandasir.IsthereanythingIcanhelpyou

with?

Sthe:YesLuyanda,coukdyoupleaseorganiseme

somelunch.Aburgerwithextracheese,extrachips

andacola.

Recep:Oksir

Sthe:Andtellthemtohurryupamstarving

WiththatsaidPhindiwalkedintotheofficewitha

takeawaybag.



Phindi:Noneedforthat,broughtyousomefood.

Iwalkedtomyofficeandshefollowed,Iturnedto

talktoMiranda

Sthe:Luyanda,befastwiththatorder

Recep:Oksir

IgottomyofficethensatdownandPhindididthe

same

Sthe:AmatworkPhindi,whatdoyouwant?

Phindi:Younotreturningmymessages,not

answeringmycallsandyouhaven'tbeentothe

hotelforaweeknow.Ihadtocome.

Sthe:Iguessit'struewhattheysay,deathfollows

youeverywherenomatterhowhardyourun.

Phindi:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Sthe:EvenifIweretoexplainyouwouldn't

understand.Whatbringsyouhereineedtogetback

towork?

Phindi:AreyoucheatingonmeSthembiso?

Sthe:No.Isthatall?



Phindiletwasgettingallemotionalaseventears

beganbuildingupinhereyes

Phindi:IfyounotcheatingthenwhatisitSthembiso,

you'vebeensodistant.

Sthembisowasfocusedonhislaptoptyping

something.

Sthe:Givingyoutimetogrowup.

PhindiletstartedcryingandthatgotSthembiso

feelingguilty,hegotupandreachedouttoPhindi.

Sthe:Comehere

Phindigotupandwentinforahug,stillcrying.

Sthe:Amsorryiwentaboutthisthewrongway,

didn'tmeantohurtyou.

Phindi:Doyoustillloveme?

Sthe:Yeah!NowgobacktoworkI'llcallyoulater.

Phindi:Promise?

Sthe:Ipromise

PhindiwentinforakissbutSthelookedaway



Sthe:Wouldn'twantyoucatchingmyflu.

Phindifixedherselfthenwalkedout

Phindi:Enjoyyourfood

Sthe:Willdo

AssoonasPhindiwasoutSthembisofollowedher

withthebagoffoodandgaveittothereceptionist

Sthe:(handingMirandathebagoffood)Weallneed

toeat,ifyougetsicksendmetheinvoice.

Recep:Thankssir

JustthenthedeliveryguywalkedinandSthe

signedinforhisfoodandleftforhisoffice.

Sthe:Didshereallyhavetocryonmyshirt,jeez

girlsaresofullofdrama.LetherwaitforJesusto

callher,Iain'tdoingsuch.

Sthesatdownandmunchedonherfoodwhilestill

busyonhislaptop.

Ifreallytheboyinquestionismysonthenwhyare

thegodssilentaboutit,Bab'Zondowouldn'tnotsee



myfirstson.Iwasparkedonthesideoftheroad

tryingtomakesenseofeverythingwhenIwas

disturbedbyacallfromRazor

Skhu:Coulditbeanotherfalsecall?

Ianswer

Skhu:Sureman

Razor:TaIwaswonderingifyoucouldjoinus

later,wehavingalittlebachelor'spartyfortheold

man.

Skhu:Sure,whynot.I'llcallStheandseeifhes

game.

Razor:Thanksman,seeyoulater

Skhu:Sure

Iendedthecallandcalledmycrazytwin,Ineeded

timeoutjusttounwind.

Sthe:SexyuncleStheonthephone,howdoIhelp

you.

Skhu:Upforabachelor'spartylatertonight?



Sthe:Freebooze,freefoodandalwaysgame,where?

Skhu:Razorshavingoneforhisfather.

Sthe:Amthere.Justmakesuretheygetclassy

strippers

Skhu:Heithat'syourdepartment,ammarriedand

mywifewouldkillmeifshefindsmecalling

strippers.

Sthe:Amonit.

Iendedthecallthenstartedmyengineandbackon

theroad.ImissedmywifeandIneededtofeelher

heartbeatorImightendupdoingsomethingvery

horribletoLinda.

Hlengiwewasemotionalanddisturbedafterseeing

Langaandhiswife.

Hlengiwe:Howcouldhe?Raymondshouldbe

distancinghimselffromthesepeopleafter

everythingthey'vedonetome.

Palesawalkedintotheroomfromtheshower.



Palesa:Andnow!Whoburstyourbubble?

Hlengiwe:Ineedtofindaplaceifmyown,Ican't

stayhere!

Palesa:Finallyseeingthepeopleyouchoseoverus

forwhotheyreallyare?

Hlengiwe:IhavenotimeforyourdramaPALESA.

PalesalefthermotherwithbabyCRYSTALand

wentdownstairsforfood.Hkengiwegitinherlaptop

tosearchforaplacetostay.

Hlengiwe:Ichosehimovermymarriageittime

Raymonddidthesame.It'smeorhisfamily

Blessedisthehandthatgives,togetherwecanhelp

beathunger.
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IhavealreadylosttherespectofmypeopleandI

willnotallowmydignitybedestroyedtoo.Iama

kingandithightimeIstartedtakingdecisionsto

restoretheimageofmykingdom.

Nkosi:Guard(callingforaguard)

Aguardcamerushinginandbowedhishead

beforehisking.

Guard:Youcalledmyking

Nkosi:YesIdid.Getbothmywife'sandthe

princesstomeetmeinthethroneroomnow.

Guard:Asmykingpleases.

Theguardwenttosummonthequeen'sandthe

princess,whileNkosiwenttositandwaitforhis

familyinthethroneroom.



UpstairsinthechambersThobilewasdeepin

thought.

Thobile:Thobileyouhavesuffered!It'soneobstacle

aftertheother,GodIhavesuffered.Firstihaven't

evenfiguredawayonhowamgonnaavengemy

sister'sdeathandnowZevileispregnant.

Makingherthemothertothenextkingof

Empumelelwenikingdom.

AKnockcameatthedoorandThobileorderedthey

comein,theguardopenedthedoorandstoodright

atthedoor,headbowed.

Thobile:Isanythingthematter?

Guard:Thekingrequestsyourpresenceinthe

throneroomthisinstance.

Thobile:Didhesaywhy?

Guard:Nomyqueen

Thobile:WasItheonlyonesummoned?

Guard:Everyonemyqueen

Thobile:Thankyou,youmayleave.



TheguardturnedandwalkedoutandThobilealso

gotuptogodownstairs.

Thobile:Iwonderwhythesuddenmeeting.

OnherwaydownstairsThobilemetNokubongaand

Nolithaalsogoingdown,thewalkedintothethrone

roomtogetherandsatattheirrespectfulplaces.

Thobile:Youcalledmyking

Nokubonga:Wearehere,what'ssourgent?

Nkosi:Thismeetingislongoverdue,Iwasjusttoo

weaktoconveyit.

Thobile:Speakmykingweareallears

Nkosi:FirstlyI'dliketoapologisetothebothofyou

myqueen's,fortheabominationthataspired

betweenZevileandI.

Nokubonga:Withgoodreason,youhavedisgraced

thispalaceandtheentirekingdom.

Thobile:Wouldyoushutupforasecond

Nokubongaandallowthekingtospeak.

Nkosi:Thankyoumyqueen.



Nolitha:What'sgoingonfather,yousoundand

seemsosad.

Nkosi:Regardlessofthelatestrevelationsabout

yourplaceinthiskingdommydaughter,Iloveyou

andyouwillalwaysbeaprincessinmyeyes.

Thobile:Nolithaisrightmyking,what'sgoingon.

Yourvoiceissoheavyandcarriessorrow

Nkositookafewdeepbreathsandshiftedonhis

throne.

Nkosi:NokubongayouaremywifeandIlove

you,that'swhythisdecisionIhavetakenissohard

onmysoul

Nokubonga:Canyouspeakalready

Nkosi:AsmuchasyoumywifeIcannolonger

overlookalltheatrocitiesyouhavecommitted.

Nolitha:Whatareyousayingfather?

Nkosi:IkingNkositgethe5thofEmpumelelweni

kingdomhavedecidedtosendNokubongabackto

herpeople.

Everyone:What!?



Nokubonga:Thisissomekindofjokeright,tellme

youjoking.

Nolitha:Fatherpleasedon'tdothis

Nolithawasnowintears,shewentdownonher

kneesbeforeherfather.

Nkosi:ThishastobedoneifIwannaregainthe

trustofmypeople.HowdoIleadthepeopleifI

can'tgetmyownhouseinorder.

TearswerebuildingupinNokubonga'seyes.

Nokubonga:Whatdoesallthismeanandwhynow?

Whathappenstomydaughter?

Nolitha:FatherpleaseIbegyou,donotvanishher.

Nkosi:Nolithayouaremydaughter,aprincessand

youbelonghere.

Nokubonga:Aftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough

Zanokuhle,everything?Youwanttoreplacemewith

yourson'swife!?Howcruelcanyouget.

Thobile:MayIpleasespeak

Nokubonga:ShutupThobile!Shutthehellup,thisis



betweenmeandmyhusband.Infactout,everyone

outIwanttospeaktomyhusbandalone.

Nokubonga'syearsbetrayedherastheybegan

rushingdownhercheeks,NolithaandThobilegot

upandlefttheroom.

Nolitha:Youmustbehappynowright,youhavethe

palaceatoyourself.

Thobile:AtleastIdidn'thavetokillanyoneinthe

process.

Nolitha:Youarenotmymotherandyoushallnever

be!

Nolitharantoherroomcrying

Thobile:Thobileyouhavesuffered!SonowIhave

todealwithabutterstepdaughter!?Lordleadthe

theway.

Thobilewenttositintheloungeforherturnto

speaktoherhusband.

Nkosi:nothingyousaynowwillevermakemelook

atyouthesameNokubonga,youareevil.

Nokubongagotonherkneesandstartedbegging



astearsfloodedtheroom

Nokubonga:MyhusbandIbegyou,donotshame

meinfrontoftheworld.Ifnotforthelovewe

sharedovertheyearsthendoitforoursonZweli,do

notshamehismotherlikethatIbegyoumyking.

Nkosi:Havingyoubesidesmeasmyqueenshames

meNokubonga,youareanevilmurderer.

Nokubonga:PleaseIbegofyou,fortheloveofGod

amsorry

Nkosi:IhavespokenNokubonga,tomorrowyou

shallbeescortedbacktoyourpeopleinsilence,no

oneneedstoknowwhyandhowyouleft.

Nokubonga:MykingpleaseIbegyou.WheredoI

go?

Nkosi:BacktoyourpeopleNokubonga,youarenot

anorphan

Nokubongawasonherkneescryingand

begging,sheevenheldontoherhusband'sfeet.

Nokubonga:PleaseIbegyou,IpromiseIwillchange,

I'llevenallowyoumarryZevile.Justdon'tsendme



backplease.

Nkosi:IhavespokenNokubonganowleavemy

presenceandgopackyourstuff.

Nokubongagotupsobbing

Nokubonga:YoumadevowsbeforeGodtoloveme

throughthickandthin,Ibegyoutonotsendme

backtomypeople.

Nkosi:YesIvowedtoloveyouthroughthickand

thinandIdidthatbutInevermadeavowtolove

youthroughevilandcruelty.Pleasedon'tmakethis

harderthanitalreadyis,leavewithyourdignitystill

intact.

Nokubongaslowlywalkedoutsobbingandasshe

passedbytheloungeshegaveThobileoneofthe

deadlieststates.

Nokubonga:Don'tgettoocomfortable,I'llbeback

andyouwon'tevenseemecoming.

ThobilegotupandwalkedtowardsNokubonga

Thobile:BringitonNokubonga,giveityourbest

shot.



NokubongamarchedtoherroomandThobilewent

backintothethroneroomtospeaktoherhusband.

Thobile:Areyouokmyking?

Nkosi:Theworstisover

Thobile:Asproudofyou,youhaverestoredpeace

intothispalace.

Nkosi:ThenwhydoIfeelsoheartless?

Thobile:Itshallpass.Canwetalkaboutsomething?

Nkosi:Doesithavetobenow?

Thobile:Itwillonlytakeafewminutes.

Nkosi:Amallears.

Thobile:NowthatNokubongaandZevilearegoneu

thinknowistheperfecttimeforustotryforanheir.

Nkosi:Youmeangettingyoupregnant?

Thobile:Yesmyking,amready.

Nkosi:LikereallyThobile!Aftereverythingthathas

justhappened,allyoucanthinkaboutisgettinglaid!

Thobile:Myking...I



Nkosi:ExcuseyourselfThobileuwanttobeleft

alone!

Thobile:Butmykingamovu...

Nkosi:IsaidleavemealoneThobile!

ThobilegitupandleftNkosialoneinhis

devastatingstate.Nolithawassobbing,Nokubonga

wassobbingandThobilewasdisappointedifa

strangerweretowalkintothepalace,condolences

wouldbepassedasitlookedlikesomeonehadjust

died.

Skhumbuzoparkedhiscaroutsideandwalkedinto

thehouse.

Skhu:Honeyamback

Ndoniansweredwithafullmouthfromthekitchen,

skhuwalkedtothekitchentohiswife.

Skhu:Someoneisalwayseatingthesedayandam

happy.

Heheldherwaistandkissedher



Ndoni:Thoughtyou'dnevercomeback.

Skhu:WasIgonethatlong?

Ndoni:NotreallyIjustneededyourhelpwith

something.

Skhu:Cravings?

Ndoni:Youcouldsaythat

Skhu:Okoutwithitthen,amherenow

Ndoni:Comecloser

NdoniwhisperedsomethingintoSkhumbuzo'sear

andhesmiled

Skhu:MrZunguatyourservicema'am,leadtheway

NdoniYamanigigglingleadherhusbandtothelift

astheywalktothelift,assoonastheliftclosed

theywereallovereachotherkissingandtaking

eachothersclothesoffandassoonasthelift

openedSkhumbuzocarriedhiswifetothebedroom.

Ndoni:DamnImissedyou

Skhu:Isityoutalkingorthepregnancy?



Ndoni:Stoptalkingandmakelovetome.

Skhumbuzowastopless,Ndonidresslessasthe

dresswasleftintheliftastheygotintothe

bedroomandSkhumbuzoplacedndonionthebed.

Thekissesintensifiedandbreathsescalatedas

Skhugotintoofherwifeshoweringherwithkissed

alloverherbody.Soonclotheswereflyingaround

andthankstothesoundproofwallssomeinnocent

earsweresaved.

Ndoni:Aaaaammmmmmyesbabyyes

Skhu:ShitIloveyou

Ndoni:loveyoutoobaby,aaammmyeahAaaaa

Ndoniyamanziwasincloudnineandhishusband

wasenjoyingeverymomentofit

Ndoni:Aaahyesrighttherebaby,yesAaaaammm

yesAaaaa

Fasterhewentwitheachstrokeandtightershe

heldhim

Ndoni:Ooohshitf**kIthinkamcoming.



Skhu:Noyounotnana

Ndoni:AaaaayesIwantto,pleasedon'tstop.

Skhu:Ok

Icouldfeelmybreathstoping,myheartskipping

beatsandmytoescurlingup

Ndoni:OooooohshitamcuminOooooohyesyes

yes

Skhu:F**CKAaaaahashshit

Ndoni:OooooohGodyesOooooohyes

LikeoceanwavescrashingintoeachotherIcould

feelhiswarmfluidsfillmybodyandinthatvery

momentIjustletgo.Ifheavenwasaplace,thisis

whatitwouldfeellike.

Wewerebothoutofbreathasweremainedstillin

eachothersarms

Skhu:HadIknownbeingmarriedtoyouwould

bringmesuchjoy,I'dhavemarriedyoualongtime

ago.

Ndoni:Stopbeingsillyandgetoffme,ican'tbreath.



Hegotoffmeandsatnexttome

Skhu:Damnthatwasdeadlyinsane.

Ndoni:YeahwellmymomandGogoareontheir

wayheresowebettergetcleanedup

Skhu:Ohk.Razoralsoinvitedmeandstgeoverfor

abachelor'sparty.

Ndoni:Okthen

Wegotupandwenttoshowerthendressedupand

wentdownstairs.

Skhu:Don'twaitupok,amgonnabeabitlate.You

knowhowSthegetswhenheparties.

Ndoni:RelaxmomandGogowillkeepmecompany.

Aah!

IheldontomytummyasIfeltamildyetsharppain.

Skhu:What'swrong,areyouinpain?

Skhumbuzohelpedmetothecouchandsatme

down.

Skhu:Whatisitnana



Ndoni:Itwasjustacramp

Skhu:Okthat'sitamnotgoinganywhere

Ndoni:Don'tbesillySkhumbuzo,youcan'tbabysit

meeachtimeIsneeze.Amfine

Skhu:It'stooearlyinouepregnancyforcramps,I

can'tjustleaveyou

Ndoni:BookanappointmentwithBellafor

tomorrowthen,fornowgohavefunwiththeboys.

BesidesIorderedmassagesforonlythreesoyou'll

beboredhere.

Skhu:Okbutpleasepromiseyou'llcallifthis

happensagain.

Ndoni:Ipromise

Skhu:Andnohotbodymassageforyouok.

Ndoni:Okthennowgoplease.

Hekissedmytummythenmyforehead.

Skhu:Iloveyou

Ndoni:Loveyounowcanyougoalready



Skhu:Amgone.Callme

Ndoni:Loveyoutoo

Hetookhiscarkeysonthetableandwentoutthe

door,insecondsIcouldhearhiscardriveout.

Palesaandhermotherwereintheroomupstairsas

theboyspreparedforthetimeoftheirlives

downstairs.

Palesa:Let'sgobackhomemom,please.

Hlengiwe:Don'tstartPalesaplease!

Palesa:Shotmefortrying.

Hlengiwe:Amgoingtogetsomewater,doyouneed

anything?

Palesa:Crystalsbottleandsomesnacks.

Hlengiwelefttheroomandwentdownstairs,razoy

andhisfatherwerebusymovingsomefurniture

aroundtomakewayfortheirparty.Razorsaw

Hlengiweandwenttotalktoherinthekitchen.

Razor:Hi



Hlengiwe:What'sgoingondownhere?

Razor:Ohthis!It'snothingwearejustgettingnna

havealittlecelebrationformydad

Hlengiwe:Insertanditdoesn'tevenmatterhowI

feel

Razor:Whatareyouonaboutnow?

Hlengiwe:Amnotcomfortablewiththesepeople

aroundRaymond,amscaredforheaven'ssake.

Thesepeoplekilledmyson!

Razor:Wrongmy!Youdickholehusbaykilledyour

sonbystartingwarwithwarlordsandthesepeople

youtalkingaboutaremyfamily.

Hlengiwe:AndwhatamIRaymond?Tellmewhat

amItoyou?

Razor:Seemsyouneedlotsofcoldwaterandsome

spacesoI'llleaveyoutoit.

RazorwentbacktohisfatherleavingHlengiwe

boilingwithanger.

Liam:ForgottotellZulutobringsomepeanuts,call

himplease.



Razor:Sureoldman

RazorcalledLangawhowasoutgettingdrinks,

Hlengiwewentbackupstairsredwithangerand

lockedthedoor.

Palesa:Amnotgonnasayanything

Hlengiwe:Feedthebabyandleavemealone!

Sthembisocalledhistwintofindoutdetailsabout

theparty.

Sthe:DudeamleavingmyhousenowshouldIpick

youup?

Skhu:NahI'llcatchyouthere,Ineedtosortout

somethingfast.

Sthe:Befastoryou'llmissalltheaction,Igitthe

beststrippersmoneycanbuy.

Skhu:Seeyouthere.

Skhumbuzoheadedtosteer'stomeetupwithLinda.

UponarrivalSkhumbuzowasshockedtofindLinda

notinheruniformandtherewasnobabyinsight.



Lindawaswearingsskimpylittleblacknumber,legs

crossedatatableatthecorner.Whenshesaw

Skhumbuzosheraisedherhandtoshowhimwhere

shewasat.Skhumbuzowalkedtothetable

Skhu:Where'stheboy?

Linda:OohpleaseSkhumbuzositdown,Idon'tbite.

SkhumbuzosatdownandLindacalledawaiterand

orderedsomefood

Linda:Doyouneedanything?

Skhumbuzojustkeptsilent

Skhu:Isaidwhereistheboy?

Linda:IthinkhscomingdownwithacoldsoI

askedmyfriendtotakehimtothedoctorsinceI

wasstillonduty.Theyshouldbehereanymoment

not.

Skhu:Ondutywearinglikethat!?

Linda:Doyoulikeit?

Skhu:Toocheapformyliking.



BackatthehouseNoma,GogoandLwandlehad

arrivedandMkhuselicouldn'tstoplickingNdoni's

feet.

Ndoni:YouneedtostopitnowMkhuselioryou'll

eatupallmynailpolish

Noma:Where'smysonin-law?

Ndoni:Youjustmissedhim,hewenttothe

bachelor's

Gogo:Theybetternotbringnakedgirlsintomy

houseorLiamwillknowme.

Ndoni:Comegiveyoursisterahugbunnyears

Lwandlehuggedhissisterandtheyallwenttosit

Noma:Wearesoproudofyouforgettingallthose

distinctionsdisputeeverythingyou'vebeenthrough.

Lwandle:Amhungry,whatdidyoucook?

Ndoni:SorryMrhungrylionbutIdidn'tfeellike

cookingtoday,buttakeawayswilldo

Lwandle:Nowyoutalking

Ndoni:Momdoyoumindiftheguardstakeusto



themallquick

Noma:Whynotyourgrandmotheranduneedto

checkthegardenanddecidewherewewant

everythingtogofortomorrow

Gogo:Kcoulddowithsomejunktooseeingthatam

gettingmarriedtomorrow.

NdoniandLwandlewentoutandaskedthe

Ngwenyamaguardstotakethemtothemall.

Ndoni:Talktoyoursister,what'sbotheringyou.I

couldfeeltheweightyoucarryingonyour

shouldersallthewayfromthegate.

Lwandle:It'sbothsdid,amjusttiredandImissed

you.

Ndoni:Lwandldon'tlietomePlease

Lwandle:Itshouldbeacrimeinterrogating

someonewho'shungryright.

Ndoni:OkfineI'llletthisgofornowbut,weare

talkingaboutitlater

Lwandle:Ok



ThecarstoppedatthemallandNdoniandhislittle

brotherwalkedtosteer'sforsometakeaways.They

walkedinwentiretoplacetheirorder,thensatdown

astheywaited.LindasawNdonisoshecookeda

deviousplan.IhefoodcameandjustasNdoniand

Lwandlewereabouttoleave,Ndonispottedher

husbandandshestopped.Lindapickedupachip

fromherplateandtriedfeedingittoskhujustso

NDONIcouldsee

Tearsbuiltupinhereyesandshebeganshaking

andsoonthefoodshewasholdinglandedinthe

floorandsheranoutoftheshop

Lwandle:Ndoniwait(shouting)

SkhumbuzoturnedwhenheheardNdoni'sname

butallhecouldseewewaslwandlealsorunning

out.

Hequicklygotupasrushedoutsidebutthecarwas

alreadydrivingoff

Skhu:SHIT!shit!Shit

Skhumbuzowashittingthewalkswithhisfist,so

hardthatewasbleeding.Lindacameoutside



Linda:What'sgoingon

Skhu:Updateyourlifepolicycauseamgoingtokill

youifanythinghappenstomywife.

Skhumbuzowalkedtohiscar,gotinandspeedoff

withLindashoutingbeforehim

Linda:Skhumbuzowait.
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Thecarwasn'tmovingfastenoughforme

me,neededtobehomelockmyselfawayfrom

everyoneandjustcry.Howcouldhedothisto



me,whywithhereandhowlonghasthisbeengoing

onrightundermynose?

IhatedSkhumbuzorightnowyetmyotherhalf

wantedtobeinhisarmandhearhimtellmewe

weregonnabefine.

Hurt,pain,fearanddoubtwerealltheemotions

racinginmyheadthensuddenlyapounding

headachehitme.

IcouldhearSkhumbuzo'scarrightbhindusand

trustmeIdidn'twannaseehimrightnow,ordidI?

Ndoni:Kindlysteponthecarplease.

Lwandle:Youneedtocomedownsis,tellmewhats

goingon.Youhavebeencryingforalmostuthinkalf

anhournow.

Ndoni:NottodayLwandleplease,notnow!

Thenthecrampsfromearlieroncameback,this

timemoreintensewithsharppiercingpain.

Ndoni:(screamingfrompain)Aaah

Lwandlewasnowpanicking,hissisterwasinpain.



Lwandle:Guardsstopthecarplease

Driver:Wouldn'titbebetterifwejustdriveto

hospitalmyprince,theprincessseemstobeinalot

ofpain.

Lwandle:Isaidstopthecar.Hishusbandisright

behindusandhe'sadoctor.Hewillknowwhatto

do

Ndoni:Aohaah

Lwandle:What'swrongisityourtummy,yourheart

oryourhead?Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Ndoni:StoptalkingforasecondLwandleandletme

breath.Jeez!Aaahshit!

Thedriverfinallypulledofftheroadflushinglights

toindicatetheyneedhelp.

Skhumbuzowasrightbehindsoheimmediately

pulledupbehindthemandrushedoverasLwandle

openedthedoor.

Skhu:What'sgoingon,issheok?

Lwandle:Idon'tknowbutshe'sscreamingand

holdinghertummy



Skhu:Fuck

SkhumbuzoopenedNdoni'ssideofthedoorand

triedholdingherhand

Ndoni:DonottouchmeSkhumbuzoorIswear....

AaahGodithurts.

Skhu:Okthat'sit,amtakingyoutothehospital.

Ndoni:Theguardscantakeme,justgobacktoyour

girlfriend.

Skhu:Nanaplease!Iknowyouhurtandhavealot

ofquestions,youprobablywannakillmeandthat's

fine.ButrightnowIhavesixsoulstosaveandI

intendondoingso.

Ndonistartedcryingalloveragain

Ndoni:Skhumbuzowhy,whyher?

Skhu:Iswearonthegod'sofourlandthatIwill

explaineverythinglater.Pleaseallowmetakeyou

tothehospital.

Ndoni:Ok

Skhu:Canyouwalk?



Ndoni:Idon'tknow

Skhu:Ok

HehelpedNdonioutofthecarandcarriedherto

hiscarthencamebacktotalktoLwandle

Skhu:OkchampIneedyoutogowiththeguards

backtothehouseandI'lltakecareofyoursister.

Lwandle:WhatdoItelltheparentsandwereare

youtakingher?

Skhu:JusttellthemyoumeetmeandItookher

somewhere.Amgonnahavehercheckedoutthen

bringherhome.

Lwandle:Ok.Takecareofher

Skhu:Iwill

Lwandlegotinthecarwiththeguardsand

Skhumbuzorushedbacktohiswifeinthecarand

droveofftothehospital.

SkhumbuzocalledBellafromthecar

Bella:HowmayIhelpyou?

Skh:HiBellaitSkhu,whereareyou?



Bella:Myshouldjustendedfiveminutesago,am

abouttogohome.What'sup?

Skhu:Donotmoveambringinginmywife.

Bella:What'swrong,symptoms?

Skhu:Idon'tknow,cramps,abdominalpainand

discomfort

Bella:OkhurryinI'llwaitup

Skhu:Thanks

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandturnedtohiswife

whowasholdingontohertummyandtearsrolling

downherchecks

Skhu:Nanaamsorry

Ndonididn'tsayawordtoherhusbandapartfrom

shiftinguncomfortablyonherseatandlooking

outsidethewindow.

Thesightofhiswifeinsomuchpainbroke

Skhumbuzosomuchthathewasshakinganda

tearescapedhiseye

Skhu:Iloveyounana,believemeIdo.



Ndonimaintainhersilence,shewasnottalkingto

herhusband.

EachyearthatfelloutofNdoni'seyessend

Skhumbuzointoaverydarkplace,sodarkthat

Terrorwasabouttobeawoken.

Myluckystarsmustbeshiningdownonmetoday,I

meanwhataretheoddsofmeandSkhumbuzo

togetherinarestaurantthenthelittlewifewalksin.

Itcanonlybetheuniversesendingmesignsthat

mylifeisabouttochangeforthebetter.Ifthere

waseveraperfecttimetomakemymoveit'snow

ornever.Lindaonherwaybacktoherplace

decidedtocashinonthemomentthatjustlanded

onherlap.ShebrowedthroughNdoni'ssocial

profilethenfoundhernumber,hethensendherthe

videoofSkhumbuzohavingsexwithherwiththe

fabricateddates.

Linda:Youwantedtoswimintheoceansmissy,let's

seehowyoulikethewaves!

Lindadecidednottogotoherplacebuttothe



hospitaltoseeBuzwe,theyneededtomakesure

theirplanwaswatertight.

Lwandleandtheguardsgotbackhomeand

Lwandlewentin

Gogo:Finally.Wealmostdiedofhunger,wheresthe

food?

Noma:Forgetthefood,where'syoursister.

Lwandle:Oohmysister,Aaahwemetwithher

husbandintherestaurantandthequeswherevery

longsotheysaidIshouldcomebackandthey'll

bringthefood.

Noma:Isthatso?

Gogo:BythetimethosetwoarriveherIwillhave

eatennotmyarmandleg!

Lwandle:Letmeleaveyoutwotoitthenladies,I'll

beupinmyroom.

Noma:Noyounot.Getintothekitchenandmake

yourgrandmotherandmesandwiches.



Lwandle:Butmomamonly15theremustbearule

somewhereagainstchildreninthekitchen.

Gogo:Tillyoufindthatruleandshowittome,

kitchen!

Lwandlewenttothekitchentomakethe

sandwiches

Noma:WhereisVeronica,sheshouldbejoiningus

Gogo:Thatoneisprobablyrunningaroundtown

tryingtofindsomethingtooutshineme.Sheloves

attentionthatone.

Noma:Andtheladywefoundintherehouse,are

yourelated?

Gogo:Whichlady?ThatmymateHlengiwe.Sheis

Nkanyiso'sgirlfriend.

Noma:Isthatso,amhappyforhim.

Gogo:Pleasedonotencouragethedevilmy

queen,myNkanyisodeservesbetterthatHlengiwe.

Sheshouldbemymaidofhonournotmyson's

girlfriend,shesold

Noma:Youknowwhattheysay,loveknowsnoage.



Gogo:Thenloveshouldgotoschoolandlearn

numbers.

Lwandlecamewiththesandwichesandplaced

themonthetablewithsomejuice.

Lwandle:Willyouladiesbeokordoyouneedmeto

bringyoutheBibleandsomeheartburn

medication?(giggling)

Gogo:Hamba(go)beforeIslapthatsmugoffyour

face.

Noma:Upstairsyoungman

Lwandlelaughedallthewaytohisroom

Gogo:Kids

Noma:Tellmeaboutit

NdoniwastakeninandhergynecologistBellawas

examiningher,Skhumbuzowasstandingrightnext

toherholdingherhand.ThouNdonitriedtofreeher

handfromherhusbandSkhumbuzowasholdingon

astightashecan



Skhu:IseveryokBella,aremybabiesandmywife

ok.

Bella:Welleverythingseemsfinebutamworried

aboutherbloodpressure.It'stoohighandyou

knowinherconditionshecan'thavethat.

Skhu:Iknow

Bella:MrsZunguareyoustillinanypain?

Ndoni:Itcomesandgoes,butgetsworsewhenam

onmyfeet.

Bella:Okthen,amgonnagiveyouashottolower

yourBloodthenyougoodtogo.Butpleasekeep

awayfromstressandbeingonyourfeetfortoo

long.

Skhu:Anythingelseweshouldbeonthelookout

for?

Bella:Firstpregnanciesarealwaysthehardestand

inhercaseitsfivetimesthepressuresoIsuggest

lotsofrestandlessexercising,ahealthydietand

constantvisits.

Skhu:Sex?



Bella:(smiling)I'dsuggestyoulayoffthatforalittle

while,justuntillyournextvisit

Ndoni:(coughing)

Ialmostcalledthedoctormadwhenshesaide

shouldlayoffsex,howdoIdothatcauseam

gettingarousedjustbyhearingthewordsexand

smellinghiscologne.

Skhu:Nanaareyouok?

Ndoni:Getmesomewaterandmyphoneinthecar.

Skhu:Okberightback

Skhumbuzowenttogetthewaterandphone.

LindaarrivedjustasSkhumbuzowenttogetthe

phonefromthecarandhedidn'tseeher,shewent

straighttoBuzwesofficeandluckilyshefoundhim

Buzwe:Whatthehellareyoudoinghere,whatIf

Skhumbuzowalksinonus

Lindatakingaseat

Linda:Relaximadesureheisn'there.Heranafter



hislittlewifehome.

Buzwe:Whatdoyouwant?

Linda:Weneedtogooverourplan,Idon'twant

anythingcausingsuspicionordoubt.

Buzwe:AmadoctorLindaandaprofessional.I

knowhowtoswaptests

Linda:GoodbutIneedtoknowhowyouplanon

doingit.

Buzwe:SimpleonceIknowwhenthetestswillbe

done,toI'lljustsneakintothelabandswitchthe

baby'ssamplewithSkhumbuzo'sthatwaythetest

willbeSkhumbuzoagainstSkhumbuzoandthe

results99.9%match.

Linda:(smiling)Brilliant

Buzwe:Youneedtoleavenowbeforesomeone

seesustogetherandstartstalking

Linda:I'llbeintouchwiththedatesthen

JustasLindawaswalkingoutofBuzwesoffice

Skhumbuzospottedherandlookedawaysoshe

doesn'tnoticeshehasbeenspotted.



Skhu:Howinthedevil'snameisthatskinnytramp

doinginBuzwesoffice?IsmellfishandIhatefish.

AmessagekeptpoppinguponNdoni'sscreenand

Skhumbuzocheckedit,itwasfromanunknown

number.Andwhenheopenedthemessagehegot

theshockofhislife

Skhu:Whatthehell!LindaLindaLinda.Ihatekilling

women,yetyoupushingmeagainstacornerhere!

Skhumbuzodeletedthemessageonhiswife's

phonethencalledSTHE

Sthe:Dudewherethehellareyou,amalmostat

Razors

Skhu:I'llbethere,Ijustneedyoutodosomething

forme

Sthe:Howmuchareyoupaying?Justkiddingwhat

doyouneed?

Skhu:Telltheguystogetthewarehousereadyand

babyfriendlyambringinginsomeguests.

Sthe:Babyfriendly?!What'sgoingon,whopissed

youoff.



Skhu:Justgetitdonemanplease.

Sthe:OkbutfirstIneedtoknow,areyouaskingas

mytwinorTerror?

Skhu:BloodyhellSthembiso!

Sthe:Thatanswersmyquestion.

Skhumbuzoendedthecallanddialledanother

number.

Phoenix:BosswhatcanIdoforyou.

Skhu:DrZikalala.Ineedhimtailed.Ineedtoknow

whohisclientsare,whataretheybeingtreatedfor,

whatheeatsforbreakfast,lunchanddinner.Where

hehangsout,withwhoandwhathedrinks.

Phoenix:That'smyspecialtybossI'llgetrightonit.

Skhu:great

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandwentbacktohis

wifewhowasstillgivinghimthesilenttreatment.



VeronicaandKhumalohadjustcamebackfrom

doinggroceriesandtheywereunpackingit.

Khumalo:Ican'tbelieveyoulostbothyourdaughter

andhusbandinoneyear,that'ssosad.

Vero:Lifehasdealtmeabadhandthisyearbutyou

don'tseemtohaveiteasyyourself,Imeanyourson

thenyourmarriage.

Khumalo:Myson'spassingisstillaverysore

woundformeandtodayIhadtoseethepeople

responsibleforhismurder.

Vero:Soyouknowthemandyounevergotthem

arrested.Why?

Khumalo:It'salongstoryforanotherday,letme

justsaytheyarenotthekindapeopleyou'dwanna

messwith.Whentheycameforyoutheyleaveyou

withnothingbutashesanddustasmemories.

Vero:Soundsintriguingnowyouhavetotellme.

Khumalo:Iwillbutyougonnahavetostickaround

alittlelongercauseit'saverylongstory.

Vero:Hopeamaroundtohearthewholestory



causeitsoundsinteresting.

Khumalo:Notasinterestingaswhatamlookingat

rightnow.

Vero:(smiling)MRKhumalo,areyouflirtingwithme

Khumalo:WoulditbeacrimeifIwas.

Vero:Dependsonwhatyouhopingtoachieve.

Khumalo:Thanksforthegroceries,Ijustnever

cametodoingit

Vero:ItsjustfoodandIhadtodosomethingto

thankyouforallowingmeintoyourhouse.Atotal

stranger

Khumalo:Averygoodlookingstranger

Theyfinishedwiththegroceriesandwenttositin

frontoftheTVtogether,evenablindpersoncould

seebythereactionthatthesetwowantedtoget

intoeachotherspants.Theyjustwaitingforoneto

makethemove.

Sthembisoarrivedatthehouseandhebrought



somealcohol,assoonasheenteredthedoorhe

beganshouting

Sthe:Letthepartybeginpeople,thesexybacheloris

here.

Hlengiweandpalesawalkeddownstairscarryinga

bagandthebaby,RaymondandLiam waitedto

herewhatwasgoingon.

Razor:What'swiththebagsbabe?

Hlengiwe:PALESAandIarespendingthenightat

thehotel,followusorstayhere.

Sthe:Howmanymanymother'sdoyouhave

dude,thattomesoundedlikeanorder.

Palesa:Wecan'tstayhere,it'stoonoisyandbaby

crystalneedssomerest.

Sthe:Areyousurethebabyneedsrest,shelooks

hungrytome.

Razor:I'llcallyoulaterthen

Hlengiwe:ReallyRaymond,really!Palesalet'sgo.

Sthe:Bye



Hlengiwe,herdaughterandgranddaughterleftand

theboysnowhadthehousealltothemselves.

Sthe:Dudeyouneedsomelessons,firstitwasthe

sexybigeyedmonsternowit'stheinsecuresugar

mama.Youneedtobeschooledman.

Razor:Tillyoushowmeyourown,shutupdude.

Sthe:Whatareyoutalkingaboutdude,ihavemy

poisonrighthere,Whiskey,Brandyorcognacpick

yours

Hlengiwedrovetothehotelwithsuchabroken

heart.

Hlengiwe:NowIthinkItookanemotionaldecision

ratherthananinformedonewhenidivorcedmy

husband.WhatkindofamanisRaymond,doeshe

evenseeafuturewithme.Thisisamess!
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Thedrivetothehotelwasthequietest,evenbaby

Crystalwassleepingsoundly.Hlengiwewashurt

thatRaymondchosetostaybehindinsteadof

comingtothehotelwithher.

Palesa:Mom

Hlengiwe:Mmh

Palesa:Ithinkitwouldbebestifyoudropmeat

homethengotothehotelalone.

Hlengiwe:Butwhy?Ithoughtyouwantedtocome

withmetotheweddingtomorrow,thenI'ddropyou

offlater.

Palesa:Istillwannagotothewedding,butyou



knowhowCrystalgetswhenshe'sinunfamiliar

surroundings.

Hlengiwe:Okthenbutdon'tbelateinthe

morning,don'twannawaitforyou.

Palesa:Iwon't.

Hlengiwechangeddirectionsandwasnowdriving

tothehousesheusedtocallhome,toamanwho

usedtobeherhusband.

BackatthehouseVeronicaandKhumalowetestill

watchingTVbutKhumalohadotherideas.Khumalo

hadplacehishandonVeronica'slapandmovingup

herdress,Veronicawasverywelcoming.

Vero:Youknowthatweshouldn'tbedoingthis

right,Imeanwejustmet.

Khumalo:Weadultsandthisfeelsright,unlessif

youwantmetostop.

Vero:Stopforwhat,forwho?

WiththatsaidKhumalounleashedtheenergyhe's

beenholdingontosincehelaidhiseyeson

Veronica.



Theybegankissingandsoonclotheswereflying

around.

Vero:AaaaMmmha

LikeahungrylionKhumalokeptpoundingon

VeronicafasterandfasterasVeronicaheldontothe

couchtomaintainherbalance

Vero:Aaaayeah!Aaahyes

Hlengiweparkedoutsidethegateandtheywalked

intotheyard

Palesa:HopedadisherecauseIdidn'tbringmykey.

Hlengiwe:Hiscarisheresoheishomeandbesides

yourfatherneverrememberstolockthedoor.

TheygittothefrontdoorandPalesaturnedthe

handleanditopened.

Hlengiwe:Toldyou

Theywalkedinside

Palesa:TheTVisonemustbewatchingagame.



TheywalkedtotheloungeandHlengiwealmost

hasaheartattackfromwhatshesaw,shefroze.

Palesawasdumbfounded

Palesa:(screaming)Daddy!

Khumaloturnedandhisexwifeanddaughterwere

standingtherewatching.

Hequicklyjumpedoffthecouchandpulleduphis

pantswhichwerestuckathisfeet,Veronica

coveredherselfwithacushion.

Khumalo:Shit!Hlengiwe.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Hkengiwe'stearsbetrayedherastheyjuststarted

runningdownherchecks.

Hlengiwe:Palesatoyourroomplease

PalesatookherbabyupstairsandVeronica

reachedforherdresswhichwasonthecoffeetable

andgotdressed.

Vero:Icanseethetwoofyouneedtotalk,soI'llbe

inmyroom.

Hlengiwe:Yourroom,inmyhouse!?



Khumalo:PleaseleaveusV.

Veronicalefttheroomandthetwodivorcee'sfaced

off

Hlengiwe:Iwalkoutifthishousefortwo

minutes,twominutesKhumaloandyoualready

bringinginprostitute's!

Khumalo:LookHlengiweamsorry,youdidn't

deservetoseethat.

Hlengiwe:Isthiswhatourmarriagemeantyouyou

Khumalo,couldn'tyoujusttaketimetorespect

whatwehadbeforebringinginthisprostituteinto

myhouse?

Khumalowasgettingannoyedattheinsultshisex

wifewasthrowing.

Khumalo:That'senoughHlengiwe!IsaidIwas

sorryandVisnotaprostitute.

Hlengiwe:DefendingheralreadyIsee.Pityyou

failedtodefendyourownson.

Khumalo:Atleastamnotsleepingwiththeperson

responsibleforhisdeath,nowpleaseleavemy



HouseHlengiwe.Thankyouforbringingback

Palesa

Hlengiwe:SoIshouldleaveyourhouse

Khumalo,really?

Khumalo:Yesplease.Amsorryyousawwhatyou

sawbuthonestlyIoweyounothing.YouandIare

divorced,thankstoyou.

Hlengiwecouldn'thokdbackherhurtandpain

anymore,sosheranoutifthehousecryingand

lockedherselfinhercarandcriedtillhereyeswere

redandswollen.

Hlengiwe:GodwhatdidIdo?WhatdidIdo....

Khumalopickeduphisshirtandputitonashe

lookedthroughthewindowtocheckonHlengiwe

Khumalo:Khumaloyouarestupid!Whydidyou

leavethedoorunlocked.Ihateseeinghercrylike

that.

KhumalowenttoknockonVeronica'sdoorand

Veronicaorderedhimin.Hegitinandsatnextto

Veronicaonthebed



Khumalo:Amsorry

Vero:Noneed,itwasn'tyourfault.

Khumalo:Stillyoudidn'tdeservetobeoutinthe

spotlikethat.Amsorry

Vero:Waterunderthebridge.

Khumalo:Thankyou.Doyoumindmakingdinner,I

wannagotalktomydaughteraboutwhatjust

happened.

Vero:Ihaveamassiveheadache.Howaboutyou

makedinnerandI'llletyoufinishupondessert.

Khumalo:Ilikehowyourmindworks,restthen.I'll

takecareofdinner

Vero:Thankyou.

KhumalolefttheroomandVeronicabegan

bouncingonthebedwithexcitement

Vero:Hlengiweyouhaven'tseennothingyet,you

tookthemanIwantedandnowamtakingoveryour

entirehousehold.(Laughing)



Bellawalkedintotheroomandsatdown

Bella:OkMrsZunguIhavehereyourmedication

andmypersonalnumber,callmeanytimeofday.

Ndoni:Willdothatdoc

Skhu:ThanksagainBella,invoicemeandI'llpayup.

Bella:It'snoproblem,pleasemakesureshetakesit

easy.

Skhu:I'lltry

Skhumbuzoandhiswifewenttothecaranddrove

offheadinghome.Ndonimaintainedhersilence

Skhu:Nanapleasesaysomething,scream,shoutor

hitme.Justdon'tpushmeaway.

Ndoniremainedsilence

Skhu:IpromiseI'llsortthiswholethingoutbutI

promisenothingishappeningbetweenLindaandI.

Whatyousawearlieronwaspurecoincidenceand

youknowLindanevermissesanopportunityto

throwherselfatme

Ndoni:Andyouallowher



Skhu:That'smyonlymistake,butIpromiseI'lltake

careofit.

Ndoni:JusttakemehomeSkhumbuzo

Skhu:Hungry?

Ndoni:Pizza

Skhumbuzosmiledcausehecouldseethathiswife

wantedtosmile.

Theywenttogetthepizzaforeveryonethendrove

home.

Whentheygothometheladiesfromthespawere

alreadywaitingbythegatesotheydidsecurity

checkanddroveinwiththespaladies.Thegotinto

thehouseandGogoandNomaweresippingon

juice.

Gogo:Hallelujah!Ialmostareallthecouchesinthe

houseduetohunger.

Ndoni:SorryamlateGogo.Ladiespleasefollowme.

Ndoniwentwiththeladiestoshowthemwereto

setup



Skhu:Iapologise,itwasmyfault.Iwantedtoshow

hersomethingquickly.

Noma:Youbothhereandthat'sallthatmatters.

Ndoni:Okladieslet'sgogetcomfortableforour

pampersession

Gogo:Can'twait.WhenImarriedmyFirsthusband

theonlypartyihadwasteaandsconeswithchurch

ladies.

Noma:Stickwithmema,thismessagesonlythe

beginning.Let'sgochange.

GogoandNomawenttochangeupstairsand

Skhumbuzowenttosaygoodbyetohiswife.

Skhu:Iloveyounana,allsixofyouandipromiseto

spendtherestofmylive.Askingupforthismistake.

Ok?

Ndonijustnoisesherhead,Skhumbuzokissedher

foreheadthenwalkedtothedoor

Ndoni:Comebackhome,sleeponourbedtonight.

Skhu:Nexttomywifealways



Skhumbuzo.leftandndonialsowentupstairsto

changeandgetreadyfortheirmassages.

Skhumbuzodrovetotheguysandthepartywas

alreadyatfullblast,musicandstrippersalreadyon

thetables.

Skhumbuzowalkedinandwenttosit.

Skhu:Sorryamlategentleman,whatdidImiss?

Sthe:NothingmuchapartfromRazorsknitting

partner,hisdaughterandhisgrandchild(laughing)

Razor:StopitSthe,Hlengiweisn'tthatold.

Sthe:Okokmybad.She'snotoldshe's

older(giggling)

Liam:Okayboyscanipleaseenjoythisday,mind

thisisthelasttimeI'llbeabletowatchastripshow

Sthe:Amwithyouonthatoneman,Ihaveanagging

andwinninggirlfriendandtheonlyshowI'llgetis

radio24/7.Thatgirlcantalk.

Langa:Speakforyourselfaguysmywifecangive



theseladiesarunfortheirmoneyanyday.

Skhu:Mywifedoesn'tevenneedtostriptogtme

excited.She'samagnet.

Sthe:Partypoppers!Pleaseallowussingle

bachelor'stoenjoytheview

Theguyswherehavingfun,drinkingandchatting.

ThenSkhumbuzoreceivedacallfromPhoenix,he

wentoutsidetotakethecallduetothenoise.

Skhu:Talktome

Phoenix:BossImanagedtogetalltheinfoyou

wanted.

Skhu:Thatwasquickandilikeit

Phoenix:IevenmanagedtogettheCCTVfootage

fromDrZikalala'soffice.

Skhu:Absolutelyamazing,beintouch.

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandwentbackinside.

Skhu:Stheit'stime

Sthe:Now?Ithoughtwedoingittomorrow



Skhu:Now!

Langa:Whatareyouboystalkingabout?

Sthe:Thinkingofgoingtogetsomemorebooze

Skhu:YEAH.Weonlyliveonceafterall.

Liam:HurrybackboysIdon'twantLilystrangling

meforbeinglateformyownweddingtomorrow

Skhu:Youwon'tevenknowweweregone

Stheandskhugotupandwalkedtotheircars

outside

Skhu:YouwillgofetchLindaandthebaby,Isent

youthelocationandI'llbewaitingatthewarehouse.

Sthe:ChillsIfeelrightnowtellsmeamnotgonna

likewhatyouabouttodo.

Theygottotheircarsanddroveoff.

LindawasinherroomwaitingforTrishandThulani

tocomefetchtheirbaby,thenherphonerangand

sheanswered



Linda:Gettinglostagain?(laughing)

Trish:Nomyfriendamactuallycallingtoletyou

knowthatI'llberunningabitlate.

Linda:Ok,it'snoproblemIdon'tmindwatchhim.

He'sthesweetest.

Trish:Thanksmyfriend,bethereinoveranhour.

Linda:Okgirlfriend

Lindaendedthecallandputthebabydownashe

wassleeping.

Linda:Youmyboyaremygoldentickettowealth

andpower.

AsSthewasdrivingtoLinda'shisphonerangand

heanswered

Sthe:Yes

Phindi:Youpromisedyouweregonnacallme

Sthe:Amstilleatingandit'sbadmannerstalking

whileeating.



Phindi:Youdon'tsoundlikesomeonewho'seating

Sthe:DoIsoundlikesomeonesleeping?

Phindi:Maybe

Sthe:Thenamsleeping,callyouwhenIwakeup.

Sthembisoendedthecallandfocusedonthe

missionahead.

SoonSthewaspakingoutsideLinda'sandwalked

inandknocked.Lindacametogettgedoor

Linda:Skhumbuzo!Whatareyoudoingheresolate?

Sthe:Cametotakeyououtfordinner

Linda:(secretlysmiling)Likenow?It'slateandthe

babyissleeping.

Sthe:Yesnow,bringthebaby.Iwannaspendsome

timewithmyson.

Linda:Okletmegochangefirst

Sthe:Youlookperfect,let'sgo.

Linda:Okletmetakethebabythen



Lindawentinsideandwithoutwastingtime,she

cameoutwiththebabyandtheywalkedtothecar.

Theygotinandthecardroveoff.

Sthe:GolddiggingisunsafeLindacause

sometimeswhilediggingforgoldyoufindpythons

sleeping.

Linda:Whatdoyoumean?

Sthe:Nothing

Lindawasoverthemoonandshecouldalreadysee

SkhumbuzoproposingtoherwhileSthewas

laughingathoweasyLindawaswalkingintoa

deathtrap.
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Ithasalwaysbeenadreamofminetosettledown

andhaveafamilyofmyown.

MymotherpassedawaywhileIwasveryyoungand

Iwassinglehandedlyraisedbymyfatherandwhen

mysonwasbornIvowedIwasgonnabethebest

dadeverandtodaywasmepavingthatroadtomy

dream.

Trish:Istillcan'tbelieveweengagedandthisringis

jusgperfect.

Thulani:Can'tbelieveIpulleditofftoo,Iwasso

nervousIthoughtIwasgonnafaint.

Trish:Wellitwasbeautiful.

Thulaniandhisnewfianceewereontheirwayto



fetchtheirbabySiyabongafromLinda.

Thulani:Allthat'sleftnowistofetchourprinceand

gogivetheoldmanthegoodnews

Trish:Can'twaittotellLindatoo,amsoexcited.

Thulani:Myfatherisgonnabeoverwhelmedbyso

manygoodnewsinoneday.

Trish:Whatdoesyoumean,whatelsehappened

todayapartfrommyengagementtothemanofmy

dreams.

Thulani:Dadjustgotpromotedtothenewpolice

commissionertoday.

Trish:Wowbabythat'sgreat.

ThedrivetoLinda'splacewasshortaswithin

minutesSiya'sparentsParkeoutsideandwalkedin.

Trishknockedatthedoorbuttherewasnoanswer.

Thulani:Whyisitsoquiethereandwhyisn'tshe

answering.

Trish:Relaxsweetheartamsuretheyjusttakinga

nap.



Thulani:Move,letmeknow.

Thulanimovedtothedoorandknockedonthere

door

Thulani:Lindaopenthedoor,it'sThulani

Stillnothing,Thulanistartedbangingonthedoor

andTrishcallingLinda.Theparentswerestartingto

becomeworried.

Aneighborcametoinvestigatethenoise.

Neighbor:Evening.CanIhelpyou?

Trish:Sorrysirwedidn'tmeantodisturbanyone.

Welookingfortheladythatliveshere,doyouknow

her?

Neighbor:YesIknowmissLee

Thulani:Lookslikesheisn'thome,didyouseeher

byanychancetoday?

Neighbor:Yesisawherwhenshecamebackfrom

work,butsheleftshortlyafterthat.

Trish:(panickingvoice)Didsheleavewithmybaby

sir?PleaseIneedtoknow



Neighbor:Yessheleftwiththebabyandaguy.

Thulani:Didyouseetheguysirormaybethecar

theyleftin?

Neighbor:Looksiramnotthepolice,ItoldyouallI

know.Nowpleasestopmakingnoisecausesome

ofusaretryingtohavequalitytimewithour

families.

TheneighborleftandThulaniandTrishwentto

theircar.

Thulani:Dadisgonnaflip

Trish:Amsurethere'savalidreasonLindaleftwith

Siya,shewouldn'tjusttakeoffwithourbaby.

Thulani:Whatreasonwouldtherebefortakingout

ababythistimeofnightwithouttheconsentofthe

parents!DamnyouLinda.

JustthenThulani'phoneranganditwashisfather.

Thulani:DadIwasjustabouttocall.

Sithole:Yousaidyouwereonyourwayhere,what's

keepingyou?



Thulani:DadwejusthavingahardtimefindingSiya

Sithole:Siyawho?Mygrandson?

Thulani:Yesdadwecan'tfindthematIndia'splace.

Sithole:FindthatboyThulani,I'llcallinanhourand

ifhe'snitfoundamgonnahavetheentirepolice

forcelookingforhim.

Thulani:OkdadI'llcallyouwhenwefindthem.

ThulaniendedthecallandTrishwasonthephone

too.

Thulani:Callyourfriendandtellhertobringmyson.

Trish:Ialreadydidshe'snotanswering.

Thulani:TryagainTrish.Wherethehellareyou

Linda!?

Trishcalledagainbutthephonebekeptringingand

ringingwithnoanswer.

Trish:Stillnothing

Thulani:Oklet'sdrivearoundthestreetsmaybe

we'llseethem.



Thecarturnedaroundandgotbackontheroadand

slowlydroveoffbeingonthelookoutforLindaand

theirbaby.

BabySiyabongawokeupontheroadandstarted

crying,kindergavethebabyhisbottleandhewas

quiteagain.

Sthe:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikethecryofroyalty!

Linda:WhatareyouimplyingSkhumbuzo?Howdo

royaltiescry?

Sthe:Weareborntoruleandwhenwecrywemake

astatement,justsaying.

Linda:Thisisyourson!Andanywaywe'rearewe

goingcausewepassedthecityalongtimeago.We

nowapproachingadesertedarea.

Sthe:Picnic

Linda:ButSkhumbuzowearewithababy,isitsafe.

Sthe:Ifhe'saprincelikeyouclaimheisthenhe'll

bejustfine.



Skhumbuzowasalreadyatthewarehousewaiting

forhisguests,youcouldseetherageinhiseyesas

hesatonthetableplayingwithhispocketknife.

Theguyswerestaringattheirbossfromadistance

andyoucouldtellbythelookintheireyesthatthey

werescared.

Scar:Doesanyonewannagotakeapeeorempty

someshitcauseit'sabouttogetmessy.

Hammer:Saythatagainamevenshakingjust

lookingathim.

Sthembisofinallyarrivedatthewarehouseand

Lindacouldn'tbeentellthatsomethingwaswrong.

Sthe:Welcomehome

SthegotoutofthecarandwaitedforLindatocome

out.

Linda:Areyounotgonnagetthedoorformeand

yourson?

Sthe:Iknowmycarisverycomfortablebutjustget

out.

LindagotwiththebabyandfollowedSthewhowas



alreadymoving.

Sthembisoknockedatthedoorandwalkedin

Sthe:Hopeeveryoneisreadytopartypeople,Ibring

theladyofthemoment.

Lindawasblushingwhenshewalkedinbutassoon

asshewalkedthroughthedoorshewas

disappointedastherewasnoromanticpicnicor

candlelightdinner.Alltherewasinthehugeroom

wasasteelcagewithababycotandatableinthe

middleoftheroom.

Sthe:Cosyisn'tit

Linda:What'sgoingonhere?

Skhumbuzogotupfromthetableandwalkedto

Lindastillplayingwithhisknife

Skhu:Hammerlockthedoor.Linda,missLeethe

slayqueen,welcometomyplayground.Please

makeyourselfcomfortable.

Sthe:Pitywedon'thavechairshere,butminersare

usedtosittingonrocks.

Linda:ThisisnotfunnyanymoreSkhumbuzo,



what'sgoingonhereandwhydidyoubringmehere?

Sthe:Mistakeidentity,amStheSkhumbuzois

standingrightinfrontofyou.

Skhu:TakethebabyStheLindaandIwannahavea

chat.

Linda'slittlevoicestartedkickingin,somethingwas

wronghereandshewasscared.Sthetookbaby

Siyatothecageandgothiminbed,lockedthecage

andcameback.

Linda:Cansomeonepleasetellmewhatthehellam

doinghere,whatisthisplaceanyway?

Skhumbuzostretchedhisneckabitandbefore

KindacouldblinkSkhumbuzolandedahotslapon

hercheekandLindafelltotheground.

Lindawascryingholdingontohercheck

Linda:WhatthehellSkhumbuzo

Skhu:Youtalktoomuch

Sthe:Someoneshouldhaveremindedmetobring

somepopcorn,thismovieisabouttobegin.



Skhumbuzowentbackandsatonthetablebutthis

timehiseyeswerebloodshootredandhishands

shaking.

Skhu:Here'showwegonnaroll,I'llaskquestions

andyouwillanswermeorI'llhelpyouanswer.

Linda:(crying)Justtakemehome,please.

Skhu:Fistquestion.Isthisbabymine?

Lindagotupthefloorandwasmad

Linda:YesSiyabongaisyourbabyandaDNAtest

willprovethatnowtakemehome.

Skhu:Finethennextquestion.What'syour

relationshipwithBuzweZikalala?

Linda:Aaah.Who?Idon'tknowwhoyoutalking

about.

Skhu:Verywellthen.Youwastingmytime.Ihavea

wifewaitingformeathome.

SthegetmemymedicalbaginthecarandcallDr

Zikalala.Tellhimtobringhismedicalbag.

Sthe:Doyoubyanychancehavesomeboozeinthe



car,don'tthinkIwannabesoberforthis.

Skhu:Sthembisojustgo.Boyscuffherhandson

thetable

Linda:No!Skhumbuzo!Why?

Skhu:Guystimeismoney,moveit!!!

Lindawasdraggedkickingandscreamingand

cuffed,handsinthetable.

Skhu:Scaraxe

Linda:Skhumbuzowhat'sgoingonwhyareyoulike

this?Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

TheaxecameandSkhumbuzotookitàndwentto

sitonthetable.

Skhu:Amnotgonnakillyou,amjustgonnamake

youwishyouweredead.

Sthembisocamebackwiththebag

Sthe:TheDoctorisonhisway.

Lindawastryingtofreeherselffromthecuffsbutit

wasimpossible,SkhumbuzoheldLinda'shand

tightlyontothetable,raisedtheaxeandchoppedoff



Linda'sthumb,shebeganscreaming.

Linda:(beggingandcrying)SkhumbuzoIbegyou

don'tdothis,WhatdidIdo?

Skhu:Ineedyoutositstillcauseifnotamgonna

endupchoppingoffyourentirehandbymistake

Linda:PleaseIbegyou

Sthe:Shutthehellup!Don'tyouthinkit'sbetterto

bealivewithnofingers?Oryou'dratherbedead

withtenintactfingers.

Linda,:(sobbing)TalktohimsthembisoPlease,he's

hurtingme!

Sthe:Youcan'taffordmyservices

WithoutwarningChoochopchopandallfive

fingerswereonthetable.

Screaming,bloodandpainknockedinLinda's

brain,themanbeforeherwasn'ttheSkhumbuzoshe

knows.Hewassmonster

Linda:Amsorrypleasestop(crying)lookillyleave

thecountryandyou'llneverhavetoseemeagain.I

begyoudonotkillme.



Allthepleadingandbeggingfellondeafearsas

Skhumbuzosmelledbloodheheldtheotherhand

andslicedthroughLinda'sotherfingers.

Hisbandswerebloody,thetablewasbloodyand

Lindawasscreaminglikeaninjuredhorse.Thepain

wastoomuchthatshejustpassedout.

Skhu:Water

Withouthesitationtheguyswenttogetsomewater

andacarpulledupoutside.

Sthe:Oilslikeourdoctorishere.

Skhu:Lethimin

ScarwenttobringBuzweinasthewatercame.As

soonasheenteredhisintestinesturnedindisgust

astheroomsmelledoffreshblood.Hecoveredhis

eyeswithhishand.

Buzwe:Whatthehellisgoingonher,Skhumbuzo

whatareyoudoingman?

Sthe:Hellisgoingon!

Skhu:Howniceofyoutojoinusmygoodfriend.

Pleasemakeyourselfathome.



Skhumbuzotookthebucketofwaterandpouredit

againstLinda'sfaceandshewokeup.Thewater

hittingherhandsmadethepainevenworse,she

wasscreamingagain.

Skhu:ReadytotalkorshouldIstartonyourtoes?

Linda:(cryingandbegging)Amsorryplease

Skhu:Boystakeoffhershoes.

Linda:SkhumbuzopleaseIbegyou

Thebabywokeupandbeganscreaming,Lindawas

screamingandBuzwepleading.

HammertookoffLinda'sshoesandherfeetwere

onthefloor.

Buzwe:Skhumbuzostopthisman,she'llbleedto

death.Younotakiller,wedoctors

Skhu:That'swhyyouheremyfriend,tosaveherlife.

Someonegetmeadrillandscrews.Scargetthat

babytoshutup.

Sthe:Shit!

Linda:(screaming)OkI'lltalk,I'lltalkjuststop



pleaseIbegyou.

Buzwe:IthinkIshouldleave.

Buzweturnedaroundbutbeforehecouldeven

touchthedoorSkhumbuzothrewtheaxejustabove

hisheadanditlandedonthedoor.

Skhu:Iwouldn'tdothatifIwereyou.

Buzwe:WhatthehellSkhumbuzo!Youcouldhave

killedme.

Skhu:Andmissthechanceifhearingyoubegfor

yourlife,never.

Lindawasgettingweakfromthebloodloss,thepain

wasbecomingunbearable.

Skhu:Let'sstartwiththevideoyousentmywife.

Whoeditedit?

Linda:Thulani,itwasThulani.Please.

Skhu:WhoisthisThulani?

Linda:Siya'sfather?

Skhu:Twoanswersinone,youdoinggoodnowfor

thegrandquestion.WhatareyouandBuzwe



cooking.

Linda:HeagreedtohelpmetemperwiththeDNA

resultssothebabycouldbeconfirmedyours.

Buzwe:She'slyingman,Ineveragreedtosuch.

Skhu:OkthenthatsallIneeded.Boysgetthemin

thecage.

Buzwestartedpleadinghiscase.

Buzwe:Youknowhowgirlsareman,youcan't

believehershe'slying.

BuzweandLindawerelockedinthecagetogether

Skhumbuzotookoutthebabyandhandedhimto

Sthe

Skhu:Takethebabytothecar

Thebabywastakentothecar

Skhu:YouBuzwearegonnastayherewithyour

girlfriendandnurseherbacktohealthandthetwo

ofyouaregonnathinkaboutthebestpunishment

foryourcrimes.I'llseethetwoofyouaftertwo

weeks.



LindapassedoutagainandBuzwewasgivenhis

medicalbag.

Buzwe:Pleaseyoucan'tleaveusinhere,she's

bleedingsheneedsmedicalattention.

Skhu:Andbroughtyouforthat

Buzwe:DudeyouknowIhaveawife,sheneedsme.

Skhu:Shouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

playingGodwithmylife.

Buzwe:whataboutfoodandwatermanplease.Ok

lookkillherandletmego

Skhu:Atthecornerthereyouhavealoafpofor

breadandfivelitresofwater,abuckettoshitinand

ablankettoshare.Youtwoareveryresourcefulam

sureyou'llsurvive.

Buzwe:Pleasemandon'tdothistome

Skhumbuzoturnedandwalkedaway

Skhu:RememberIwillbebacktofinishwhatI

started,amjustgivingyoutimetoreflect.

Skhuwalkedtothedoorandwalkedouttohiscar



wheresthembisowaswiththebaby.

Skhumbuzotookoutapenfromhiscarandwrotea

note:

REMEMBERTHEFACEINTHEVIDEOYOU

EDITED,ITSGONNAHAUNTYOU!!!

TERROR

Thenotewasgiventothebabyandtwoguyswere

instructedtodeliverthebabyatthepolicestation.

Sthe:Backtotheparty?

Skhu:Yougoback,amgoinghometomywife.

Sthe:Soareyoureallygonnakillthem?

Skhu:Noamgonnamakethemkillthemselves.The

twinsgotintotheircarsanddroveoffleavingthe

guysguardingtheprisoners.

Ican'tbelievethatallmylifeinthispalacecouldfit

intobagsbuttodayIfindmyselfdefeatedasIhad

mybagspackedandawaitingthemost

downgradinghumiliationifalltimes.



Mytittkewasbeingrippedoffme,mydignity

strippedandmyprideshrinked.

Theguardscametomyroomtotakemybags,Iwas

leavingthepalace.

EveryonewaswaitingformedownstairsasI

walkeddownNolithacamerushingandgavemea

hug,shewascrying.

Nokubonga:Donotcrymyprincess,yourmother

willbeback.

Nolitha:Iloveyoumom(crying)

Nokubonga:Iloveyoutoomyprincess

Iwalkedpassedthobilewhohadthisgrinonher

face.

Nokubonga:IwillbebackThobile,Iwillcomeback

forwhat'smine.

Iwalkedoutandgotintothecarbeforemytears

couldbetrayme.

Iwasgoinghomepowerlessandempty.

Itwastheworstdayofmylifebutmyenemieswere



smiling.

Butwait,wheredoIgofromhere,amIeven

welcomehomeaftereverythingIhavedone?God

leadtheway.
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Igottothehotelandcheckedin,Icouldn'tthink

straightmyheartwasshattered.Firstitwas

Raymondwhodecidedtostaybehindwiththose

monstersafterwhattheydidtomyson.

Igottomyroom,threwmyselfonthebedandcried



myeyesout.questionsracinginmyheadwithno

onetoanswerme.How?Whenandwhere?How

couldKhumalodothistome,couldnthejustbeen

discreetaboutit.Inmylivingroom,onmycouch.

Heneverevenmadelovetomeonthecouchinall

theyearswe'vebeenmarriedguessiwasjust

foolingmyself,themanneverreallylovedme.

ImusthavecriedmyselftosleepcauseIdon't

rememberwhenIsleptoff.

BackatthehouseKhumalohadjustfinishedon

dinnerandhewenttowakeVeronicaupthencalled

forPalesa

Palesacamedownwithherheaddown,amnotsure

ifshewasmadorembarrassedfromwhatshe

witnessedearlier.Veronicawasstillfresheningup

beforedinner.

Palesa:Amnotreallyhungry,canIgobacktomy

roomplease.

Khumalo:Palesapleasesit,wehavetotalk.

Palesatookaseatandherfathersatdowntoo.



Khumalo:Lookmybabyamsorryyousawwhat

yousawearlier,itwasinappropriateandIapologise.

Palesa:Whydaddy?Ithoughtyouandmotherwere

gonnagetoverthismadnessandgetbacktogether.

Khumalo:Paliyourmotherandiarenotgetting

backtogether,Itriedbegginghertostaybutshe

didn'twannabehereanymore.

Palesa:Sothisisit,whatwasleftofourfamily?

Khumalo:Iknowthisisnoteasybutwewillfinda

waytomakethisnewlifework.Iloveyouandwill

alwaysputyoufirst

Veronicajoinedinandsatonthetabletoo.

Veronica:Hopeamnotdisturbing,thefoodsmells

amazing.

Khumalo:AsVthisismydaughterPalesa.My

angelthisisVeronicashe'llbemovinginwithusfor

awhile.

Palesa:Aswhatdaddy,mom'sreplacementora

maid.

Veronica:Anythingyouwantmetobemybaby,your



momyourfriendevenyourmentorjustnotsmaid

dear.

Palesa:Canibeexcusednowdad,amreallynot

hungry.

Khumalo:Okmyangelgoodnight.KissCrysyfor

me.

PalesaleftthetableandVeronicastartedfishingup

andtheyare.

Veronica:Nowthatyou'veaddressedthepink

elephantintheroomIthinkwecaneattheyou

followmefordessert.

Khumalo:Iwon'tsaynotodessertbutIneedyouto

domeonelittlefavour.

Veronica:Amlistening

Khumalo:Goeasyonher,she'sbeenthroughalot.

Veronica:Willdo.Canweeatnow

Khumalo:Let'seat

Thedrivebackhomewasverylongand



embarrassing,Icouldn'tevenremembertheway

backhome.SomuchhashappenedsinceIleft,new

roadsevenashoppingcentre.Wehadtostopa

coupleoftimesontheroadaskingfordirections

andyeswegotlostacoupleoftimes.FinallyIwas

home,Icouldseethehousefromthecornerthouit

wasalreadydarkoutside.

Nokubonga:Pleasestopatthatwhitegateover

there(pointingatagateahead)

Driver:Yesmyqueen

ThecarfinallystoppedandItookafewdeep

breathsbeforegettingout.Thedriveroffloadedmy

bagsandhelpedmetaketheminsinceitwasdark

Insidethehousetheparentswerehavingdinner

whenthewifeheardacaroutside

MaMkhize:Babaithinkthere'sacaroutside

Mkhuze:MustbeKhuzwayo'ssonnextdoor,he's

theonlyonewithacarinthisstreet.

Thenaknockcameatthedoor.

Mkhize:Ngubani(whoisit?)



Nokubongacouldn'tbringherselftoanswerthat

question,insteadsheknockedagain.

Thewifegotupandwenttoopenasshesawthat

herhusbandhadnointentionofleavinghisfood.

Sheopenedthedoorandherworldcamecrushing

downbeforehereyes.Tearsburnedhereyes

MaMkhize:Nokubonga!Nguwelo?(Mydaughter,is

thisreallyyou?)

Nokubonga:Ndimimama

MaMkhizejuststoodtherenotknowingwhatto

do,tearsrunningdownheroldcheeks.Nokubonga

wascryingtoo

Mkhize:KuyabandaMaMkhizekhawuvaleapho!

(It'scold,closethedoorplease)

MaMkhize:Ngenamntanami,Ngenaungaze

ubulawengabantu.(Pleasecomeinmy

daughter,it'snotsaveouthere)

Nokubongacameinandtheguardboughtinthe

bags.

Guard:Ibettergetgoingmyqueenit'salreadylate



andthepalaceusfar.

Nokubonga:Gowell

TheguardleftandNokubongaleftthebagsinthe

kitchenandfollowedhermothertothediningroom

MaMkhize:BabaNokubongaubuyile.(My

husband,ourdaughterisback)

Mkhize:MuphiuNokubonga,lowam?

Nokubonga:Yesfatherit'sme(tearyeyes)

Thefatherturnedfromhisfoodandthedisgustin

hiseyescouldburnahousedown.

Mkhize:Whatevergameorjokethisis,amnot

interested.Nowpleaseturnaroundandgobackto

wereyoucamefrom.

Nokubonga:Fatheramsorry!

MaMkhize:Babauzawuyaphiumntanaebusuku

kanje.Let'shearheroutplease!

Mkhize:Iwillnotharborawitchinmyhouseand

riskmyhousebeingburneddownbyvillagers.I

haveworkedsohardtoregainmyrespectafterthe



atrocitiesshecommitted.NowNokubongaleave

myhouse(shouting)

Nokubongagotonherkneescryingforhisfatherto

forgiveher,hermothergotdowntoo

Nokubonga:Fatherpleaseforgiveme.IknowIhave

shamedyoubutamstillyourdaughter.

Mkhizegotupfromhischairandlookedat

Nokubongawithsuchhate.

Mkhize:IsaidleavemyhouseNokubonga!Today

youknowamyourfather!Didyourememberus

whenyouwerelivingthegoodlife?Whenmy

grandsongitmarried,whenhedied?Didyou

rememberusNokubonga?

MaMkhize:Babaweallnotperfect,let'shearher

sideofthestory.Let'sgiveherachancetoplead

hercasebeforethevillagersandtheking.

Mkhize:Lethergopleadhercasewiththeking,ifhe

hearsherthenI'llallowherbackintomyhousebut

tillthensheremainsdeadtome.

Nokubonga:Fatherit'slateIasktouslemesleep



herethenIshallgotothecounciltomorrow

Mkhize:Youwillnotsleepinmyhouse!

Mkhizeleftandwenttotheirroomboilingwith

anger.

Nokubonga:MotherpleaseIhavenowhereto

go(crying)

MaMkhizegotupandpulledNokubongaup

MaMkhize:Bringyourbagsandfollowme

MaMkhizehelpedwiththebagsastheywent

outsidetoashackoutsidejustbehindthehouse.

MaMkhizeopenedtheshackandtheygitin.

MaMkhize:ThisiswereIcookwhenthere'sno

electricity,youshallsleepheretonightwhileItryto

getyourfathertocomedown.

Nokubonga:Thankyoumotherandamsorryfor

everything.

MaMkhize:Justprayyourfathercomesdown

Nokubonga,youneedhimtohelppleadyourcase

beforethecouncil.NowIhavetogobeforeyou



fatherwonderswhereIdisappearedto.

MaMkhizewentbacktothehouseleavingher

daughtertohernewreality.

Nokubonga:Sothisismynewnormal!Fromqueen

tosleepinginanolddirtysharkwithnoblankets.

It'sokIwillfindmywaybacktothetopagain,Ididit

onceandIshalldoitagain

Nokubongamadespacebehindtheemptywater

drumstookoutsomeofherclothesandmade

placetosleep,sheluckilyhadashawlinherbagso

shecoveredherselfwithitandusedhishandbagas

apillow.

BabySiyabongawasleftoutsidethepolicestation

andtwopoliceofficersfoundhimwhencoming

backfromdoingtheirrounds.Hewastakenintothe

policestationandthecommanderwas

called.ThulaniandTrishweregoingcrazyafter

hoursofsearchingfortheirsonwithnoluck.

Thulani:YoubetterprayIfindmysonaliveTrishor

gothelpmeIwillnotforgiveyou.



Trish:SiyaismysontooThulani,howisitmyfault

thathe'smissing?

Thulani:Isn'tthisLindathattookmysonyourfriend

orisshemyfriend!

AcallcamefromThulani'sfather

Thulani:Fatherwehaven'tfoundthemyet

Father:Heardtothepolicestationnow,amonmy

waythere.Ahabywasfoundabondenedoutside

tyepolicestation.

Thulani:Okfatherweonourway.

Thulaniendedthecallandturnedthecararoundto

thepolicestation.

Trish:What'sgoingon,whatdoesyourfathersay?

Thulani:Ababywasfoundoutsidethepolice

station

Trish:Isthebabyalive,dotheyknowifit'sourSiya?

Thulani:DoIlooklikeuhavethatkindof

informationTrish!?

Thulaniwasdrivinglikeamadlunaticontheirway



tothepolicestation.

Whentheygottherethecommissionerwasalready

thereholdinghisgrandson,Trishrantohimand

tookherson.

Commissioner:It'sokaymychildrenhe'sfine,he

doesn'tlookharmed.

ThukanitiokthebayfromTrishandplayedwithhim.

Thulani:ThankGodyouokmyboy.

Commissioner:Soncanwetalkinmyofficeplease.

ThulanigavethebabytoTrishandhefollowedhis

father,Trishtookthebabyandtheywenttowaitin

thecar.

Commissioner:Doyouhaveanyenemiesson,

someonewhocouldhavedonethis?

Thulani:NonethayIknowoffather,whereisLinda?

Commissioner:That'sthemysterywearegonna

solvebutwhatpuzzlesmethemostisthisnote

Thulanireadthenoteanddangersignsflashedin

hishead.



Commissioner:Theytalkaboutsvideoyou

edited,doyourememberanything.

Thulani:NoIdon'tbutassoonasIremember

somethingIwillletyouknow.

Commissioner:Verywellthen.Ourmainfocusnow

isfindingthisLindachickIbelievesheholdsallthe

keys.Youmayleave

Thulani:Thankyoufather

Commissioner:Tellyourgirlfriendtoseeme

tomorrow,IneedtofindoutasmuchasIcanabout

thisLinda.

Thulani:Wewillbeherefather

Thulanileftandthecommissionergatheredallthe

trustedofficerinhisoffice,therewasamysteryto

solve.

Thulanitookhissonandfianceehome.

AtSkhumbuzo'shousethecaterersanddecor

personnel'swereworkingthroughoutthenightyi

makesurethattomorrowisperfect.Gogoaskedfor



agardenweddingandthepeopleresponsiblefor

thedecorweredoingmagic,itwaslookinglikea

dreamgarden.

TheladieswereAlreadysleepingwhileNdoniwas

stillup.Shedecidedtocallhehusbandtofindout

wherehewas.

Skhu:(pickinguphisphone)Myforever,areyouok?

Ndoni:Whereareyou,Ican'tsleep.

Skhu:Justleftthepartynow,Ishouldbeatthe

houseinlessthan45mins

Ndoni:Okthendrivesafe

Skhu:Iloveyou

Ndoni:Justgethomeplease.

Ndoniputdownherphoneandgotintobed.

Ndoni:Noonesaidmarriagewouldbeeasy,

especiallyatmyagebutIlovemyhusbandandour

loveisenoughtohelpusdealwithourdifferences.

Idecidedtotakesgapyeartofocusonmy

pregnancy.InthatgapIplantogetfamiliarwithmy



companyYamanzioil,learnhowtodriveandhowto

handleagun.

MyhusbandisintosomeshadystuffandIknow

troublewillalwaysbelackinginthewindows.

Iftheseladiesthinkthatamgonnaleavemy

husbandbecausetheythrowthemselvesathim

thentheyhaveanotherthingcoming.

SkhumbuzowastherewhenTaliaandZweliwere

gunningformylifeandnowamhereprovingthat

bitonlydestinybuteventhestarshaveendorsed

ourmarriage.Foreverandalways
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Adaymeantforbliss,joyandhappinessturnedout

tobehellfortwoparents.

Trishcouldn'tevenputbabySiyadownwithfright

thathemightdisappearagain,Thulanilayawake

throughoutthenightputtingpiecestogetherinhis

head.

ItwasalreadyMorningwhenThulanifinallyfound

themissingpieceofthepuzzle,withouthesitation

hegotoutofbedandwokeTrishup.

Trishwassleepingholdingontoherbabylikeher

lifedependedonit.

Trish:NotsoloudThulani,you'llwakethebabyup.

Thulani:Amsorrybutweneedtogetreadyandgo

tothepolicestationnow.

Trishgotupandsatonthebed.

Trish:Thulaniwhy,Siyaandhereandhe'sfine.

Thulani:Youdon'tunderstand,ithinkyourfriendis

behindthedisappearanceofourson.



Trish:Who?Linda,Godforbid.Shewouldn't.

Thulani:Doyoustillrememberthatvideoyouasked

meeditforyourfriend?

Trish:Yesbutwhat'savideohavetodowiththis?

Thulani:Whowasthefriend?

Trish:ItwasforLinda.

Thulani:Andtheguyonthevideo,whoishe?Doyou

knowhim?

Trish:AiboThulani!Somuchquestionssoearly.

What'sreallygoingon?

Thulani:DoyouknowthepersononthevideoTrish?

Trish:He'sLinda'sexboyfriend,SkhumbuzoZungu.

Thedoctor

Thulani:Thebillionaire?

Trish:Yesthebillionaire.Nowtellmewhat'sgoing

onoramgoingbacktosleep.

Thulani:WhentheyfoundSiyabongatherewasa

noteandIbelieveSiyadisappearingisonlythe

beginning.Weneedtotellthepoliceeverythingwe



knowsotheygettothebottomofthis.

Trish:Whatdidthenotesay?

Thulaniignoredthequestionandgotyourfromthe

bedtogotakeashower.

Thulani:Weleavinginthenext30mins.

Thulanilefttheroomandwenttotakehisshower

leavingTrishalsogettingup.

Afteranhourtheywereontheirwaytothepolice

station,ifyou'veeverseenanambulanceonfire

that'showfastThulaniwasdriving.

Thulani:WhyIallowedyoutodragmeintoyour

gameswithyourfriend,iaskmyself.

Trish:That'snotfairThulani,wenotevensureif

Lindaisinvolvedinthisyourtheory.Shecouldbea

victimaswell.

Thecarparkedoutsidethepolicestationand

Thulanigotoutandunstrappedthebabyandtook

himleavingTrishinthecar.

Trish:Whydidn'tyoujustleavemeatthehouse

Thulaniifyoujustgonnapretendlikeamnoteven



here!

Thulani:Andriskyoudisappearinglikeourson!Get

outofthecarandlet'sgo.

Trishgotoutandfollowedtheminsidethestation.

Thecommissionerwasjustcomingoutofhisoffice

whenhesawhisson,hewentforgreetings.

Commissioner:Wasjustabouttocallyou,followme

tomyofficeplease.Mydaughterhowareyou?

Trish:Amfinefatherthankyou

Commissioner:How'stheyoungmandoing,hope

yesterday'sordealdidn'tdisturbhim.

Trish:Hewasabitrestlesslastnightbuthe'sfine

now

Theymadetheirwaytotheofficeandthe

commissionercalledforsomeone.

Soonafemaleofficercamethroughandjoinedin

theoffice.

Commissioner:SonthisisdetectiveMndebeleand

shellbehandlingyourcase.Detectivemyson



ThulaniandTrishmotheroftheboyinquestion.

Detective:Nicetomeetyou,thecommissionerhas

alreadybriefedmeonthehappenings.Iamhoping

youcouldclarifyafewthingsthou.Howwelldoyou

knowtheladyyouleftyoursonwith?

Thulani:Trishwillanswerthat,she'sherfriend.ButI

haverememberedthevideomentionedonthenote

Commissioner:Everypieceofinformationiscrucial

atthismomentson,nomatterhowlittle.

TheofficerwastakingnoteswhileThulanispoke.

Thulani:AwhilebackTrishaskedmetohelpedita

videoforherfriend.

Officer:Edititinwhatwaysir?

Thulani:Ihadtoinstilldatesandtimeonthe

video,makingdatespresentones.

Officer:Andthatwasit?

Thulani:Yes

Commissioner:Anythingelseson,whatwasthe

videoabout?Whowasonit?



Thulani:ItwasanexplicitvideoandTrishsaysthe

persononthevideoisSkhumbuzoZunguthe

billionairethat'smostlyinTV.Thedoctor.

Officer:What'stheconnectionbetweenMrZungu

andtheladyfriendyoueditedthevideofrom.

Trish:LindaandSkhumbuzousedtodateawhile

backandLindawasbitterthatSkhumbuzowas

gettingmarried.

Officer:Sosheintendedtousethevideoas

blackmail?

Trish:Idonothaveallthedetailsofficer.

Officer:Thanksthisisenoughtogoby,Iknowhave

astartingpoint.

Commissioner:Thanksforcomingsonyou've

helpedusalot.

Thulani:Thatnotewasgivingmenightmares,it

soundedlikethepersonwasthreateningmesoif

there'sanythingIcandotohelpdon'thesitateto

callme.

ThulaniandTrishsaidtheirgoodbyes,tooktheir



babyandleft.

Commissioner:MndebeleIwantthatboybroughtin

forquestioning,detainedevenIneedtoknowwhat

heknowsaboutmygrandsonsdisappearance.

Officer:I'dneedawarrantforthatsirandthecourts

arecloseditstheweekend.Wegonnahavetowait

tillMonday

Commissioner:Youareanofficerofthelaw

Mndebelebringthatboyinevenunderfalse

pretences.Iwanthimhere.

Officer:Amonitsir.

Theofficerlefttheofficeandthecommissioner

wentonabouthiswork.

Itwasweddingo'clockandjittersandnerveswere

doingtheirnormalrounds.

ThegardenlookedlikespringtimeinParis,itwas

simple,elegantandclassy.Outfitsalreadyhanging

onthewallsandthemakeupartistwasalready

here.Iwaswokenupbythesmellofoatsandhoney



andIknewmyhusbandwasu,Isatupstraightand

rubbedmyeyeswiththebackofmyhandsand

therehestoodwithatrayofoatsandaglassof

milk,Ismiled.

Skhu:Goodmorningsunshine

Ndoni:Morningyou,Ididn'tevenhearyougetinlast

night.

Skhu:That'sbecauseyousleeplikealogthese

days.

Heplacedthetrayonthebedandsatnexttome

Skhu:Breakfastformyqueen.Readyforawedding?

Itookmyfoodandstartedeating,Iwasstarving.

Ndoni:Icoulddowithafewmorehoursofsleep

but,amready.

Skhu:Ialsohavetogetgoingtheguysareprobably

waitingformeandIhatetorushyoubutthemake

upartistisalreadydownstairs.

Ndoni:Flip!IneedtogocheckonGogo,how'sthe

garden?



Skhu:Exquisite.

SkhumbuzokissedmyforeheadasIwasstuffing

mymouthwiththeoatsthenbrushedmytummy.

Skhu:Ihavetogo,seeyoujustnow.

Ndoni:Rightbehindyou,Ibetterhittheshower.

Skhu:Amjusthappythatyounotmadatme

anymore,doesthismeanthatamforgiven?

Ndoni:Forbetterorworseright

Skhu:Foreverandalways.

SkhulefttheroomandIputdownthebowland

wenttotakemybathitwasgonnabealongday.

Ifinallygotout,lotionedandworemywhitelace

matchingunderwearthenputonmygownthen

wenttoGogo'sroom.Iknockedandmotherwas

alreadyintheresoIwalkedin.

Ndoni:MorningGogo,mom

IkissedthemboththensatonthebednexttoGogo

Noma:CouldyoupleasetellyourGogotoeat

something,wedon'twantherfaintinginthemiddle



ofherweddingvows.

Ndoni:Gogoplease

Gogo:Whenhaveyoueverheardoffightingthe

devilonafullstomach,amfastingfortheholly

ghosttobepresentatthiswedding.

Noma:AmsureGodwouldn'tallowanyevilhere,we

prayedlastnightbeforebed.

Gogo:Idon'tknowifIcanswallowanything,my

stomachisturning.

Noma:It'sjustnervesma,ithappenstothebestof

us.IwassonervousonmyweddingdayInearly

perfectonmyself

Ndoni:Ihaveanidea.Let'spray

Weheldourhandsandsaidashortprayerthen

finallymanagedtoconvinceGogotoeatsomething.

Afterthatweallsatdownforourhairandmakeup

tobedone.

Gogo:MakesureIdon'tlooklikeanalienplease,I

don'twantmyhusbandnotrecognisingmeand

pleaseleavemylashesalone.



WewerelaughingasGogomadeallsortsof

demands.

Noma:Justgowiththenaturallookwithatouchof

shimmer.

Gogo::Hopethatshimmerain'tthosereddust

Veronicaputsonhercheeks,Idon'twannalooklike

acartoon.

Ndoni:TrustmeGogoyouwilllooklikeadream.

Gogo:NopleaseIwannalooklikereality,dreams

aren'ttherewhenyouwakeup.

Afterawelldeservedsessionoflaughs,ourmake

upandhairweredoneandGogowashappy.Nowit

wastimetodressup.

Noma:Giftstime

Gogo:Ain'tthosemeantforthegiftstable.

Noma:Everynewbrideneedssomethingnew,

borrowedandsomethingblue.

Ndoni:Mefirst.

Irushedtomyroomandcamebackwithalittlebox.



Ndoni:Thisissomethingnew,I'dlikeyoutowearit

onyourbigday.

Gogoopenedtheboyandwasalmostintears.

Noma:Notearspleaseyougonnamakemecrytoo.

Gogo:OohNdoni!It'ssobeautiful.

It'swasasilverdiamondneckpiece.

Ndoni:It'sfrommeandmyhusband.

Noma:Nowforsomethingblue

MymotherhandedGogoaboxwithapowderblue

lacegutter.

Noma:SomethingforLiamtotakeoff

Gogo:VerysillymyqueenbutIlikeit.It'sbeautiful.

Thankyou

Ndoni:Nowforsomethingborrowed.

Gogo:CanIchoosethatmyself?

WelaughedatGogo'srequest.

Ndoni:WhatdoyouwannaborrowGogo,it'syour

weddingafterall.



Gogo:Theearringsyouworeatyourwedding

Ndoni:Done

Ifetchedmyearringsandhandedthemover.

Noma:Andfinallyforsomethingold.Igiveyoumy

hairpin.Itwaspassedontomebymymotherfrom

hermother.YouarelikeamothertomesoI'dlike

youtohaveit.

Gogo:Thankyoumyqueen

Wehadalonggrouphugandfinallyitwastimeto

dressup.

Gogo:WhereisHlengiweandVeronica?theyshould

beherebynow.

Noma:Amsuretheyontheirway.

Gogo:IwarnedNkanyisoaboutdatingaunties,look

now!Sheprobablyhasachingkneesduetooldage.

Ndoni:CalmdownGogoI'llcallthemandfindout

howfartheyare.

Gogo:Don'tcallVeronica,ifshedoesn'tcomeIlose

nothingbutHlengiwehastobehereforNkanyiso's



sake.

BackattheSangwenihousetheguysweredressing

upandSkhumbuzogotinjustintime.

Skhu:Sorryamlategentleman,arewereadytodo

this?

Sthe:Howniceifyoutofinallyjoinus,we'vebeen

readyforweeksnow.

Razor:Let'sdothisthen.

Langa:YoustillhavetheringsrightRay?

Razor:Safeinmypocket.

Sthe:Butwhoeverdecidedtodesignwhitetrousers

formanmusthavebeenhighonweed.Ilookgayin

whitetrousers

Skhu:Thissuitslookoktome

Sthe:That'sbecauseyoumarriedandyourwife

lovesyoueveninPJ's.

Theguyswereinwhitetrousersandpowderblue

shirts,notiesandnoblazers.Thegroomwasina

blackthreepiecesuit,powderblueshirtandablack



bow.

Itwasallsystemsgo,theguyswerereadyto

accompanyLiamtohislady.

IwasdonewitheverythingandIwasjustsitting

therestaringatthatdressonthewall.It'swasa

longflowypowderbluedresswithlonglacesleeves

andadetailedbodice.Iwasstandingupfor

Raymond'smotherattheweddingbutwasIreally

ready?Thethoughtofstandingnexttothepeople

whokilledmysonandpretendlikealliswellwas

killingme.ThenagainwhatchoicedidIhave,Ihad

tostickitup.

Igotupandputonmydress,tookwhatIwasgonna

needthenmyphonerang.ItwasNdoni

Hlengiwe:Hello

Ndoni:Magoodmorning.

Hlengiwe:GoodmorningNdoni,iseverythingok?

Ndoni:Gogoaskedmetofindouthowfaryouare?

Hlengiwe:Bethereinlessthan30minutes.



Ndoni:Thankyou

Iendedthecallputmyphoneinmybag,tookmycar

keysandwentout.

IcalledPalesaonthewaysoshewaitsforme

outside.IwasinnomoodtofaceeitherKhumaloor

Veronica.

FortunatelybythetimeIgottothehousePalesa

wasalreadywaitingoutsidewithbabyCrystal.

CrystalgetsbeautifuleachtimeIseeher,withher

bigblueeyes.

Ihelpedstrapinthebabyandwehittheroad.

Palesa:IhearNdonilivesinamansion,isitreallyall

that?

Hlengiwe:That'swhatIheartoo,neverbeentotheir

house.It'smyfirstdaytoo.

Palesa:Ok

Everyonewasdonegettingdressed,evenHlengiwe

hasarrivedbutNdonihadlockedherselfinher

roomandshewasn'tlettinganyonein.Hermother



keptknockingbutnothing.

Noma:Princesspleaseatleasttellmewhat'swrong

soIcanfixitplease.

Ndoniwasjustonthebedcryingandnooneknew

whattodo.

Gogo:Callherhusband,he'llknowwhattodo.

Noma:Whydidn'tIthinkofthat.

NomatookoutherphoneandcalledSkhumbuzo.

Skhu:Maiseverythingok?

Noma:NoSkhumbuzoeverythingisnotok.Your

wifehadlockedherselfinherroomandwon'tcome

out.Talktoherplease.

Skhu:Okthanksforcalling

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandcalledhiswife

immediately.Andluckilyshepickedup

Ndoni:(crying)Itdoesn'tfit

Skhu:Nanaareyoucrying?What'swrong

Ndoni:Mydress,itdoesn'tfit.It'ssmall,am



big(crying)

Skhu:(smiling)Calmdownnana,younotbig.

Ndoni:Itdoesn'tfitSkhumbuzo,whatamIgonnado.

Skhu:Calmdownnana.Whatsizeisyourmother?

Ndoni:Onesizeovermine.

Skhu:Greatnowswopdresseswithyourmother

andyou'llbefine.

Ndoni:Doyouthinkitwillfit?

Skhu:Justtryitmyloveandstopcryingplease.

Ndoni:Ok.

Ndoniendedthecallandwenttoopenthedoor.

Gogo:HereIwasthinkingamthebride.

Noma:What'swrongbaby?

Ndoni:Ithinktherewasamistakewithmy

dress,theymadeitasizesmaller.

Gogo:NdoniyamanziZungu!Allthistroublejustfor

asmalldress

Ndoni:AmsorryGogo.Skhumbuzothinksmom's



wouldfitmebetter.

Noma:Let'sdoitthen,thegroomsmenarealready

here.

Ndoniandhermotherexchangeddressesandgot

ready

Sthe:MrBlackyoucanstillrunawayifyoucan,I

cancallsomeguysandstageakidnapping.

Skhu:ShutupSthe,nooneisrunningawayhere.

Liam:Let'sdothisgentleman,amgoingtogetmy

missingrib.

Thegentlemanwalkedinandwenttostandatthe

front,thechurchladiesweresingingandwaitingon

thebride.

ThemusiccameonandincameHlengiwe,holding

herbouquetsofirmandslowlyshewalkedallthe

waytothefront

Sthe:(whispering)Nottoobadforagrandmother

ThenNomasontowalkedinandLangasmiled.



LikeanangelcameinNdoniyamanziandMkhuseli

andEveryonejustsmiled,shehassuchaneffecton

people.

ThenthemusicstoppedandEveryonegotupto

welcomethebride.

AndtheladyofthemomentwalkedinwithLwandle

inherarm.

Inherprincesswhitedressshelooked14years

younger,Liamwassoemotionalseeinghislady

lookingsodazzling.

Lwandlehandedthebridetothegroomand

everyonesatdown

Atthegatetherewascommotionasofficer

Mndebeleandtwootherofficersweretryingtoget

in.

Guard:AmafraidIcan'tletyouinma'am,there'sa

ceremonygoinginsideandweareotherstrict

instructionsnottoletanyoneinunlessinvited.

Mndebele:Ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyouyouare



gonnaletusintheretodoourjob!Oramgonna

havetoplaceyouunderarresttoforobstructionof

justice.

Guard:Butma'ammyboss

Mndebele:Myfriendopenthatgateor

Theguardsfinallyopenedandtheofficerswalked

in

Pastor:Friends,familyandrelatives.ItisbyGod's

gracethatweareallgatheredheretodaytowitness

andcelebratelove.

Sthe:Andeatsomefreefood(whisperedtohis

brother)

SkhumbuzojustignoredSthecauseifheanswered

thenitwasgonnabeacircus.

Pastor:Ifforanyreasonwhatsoever,anyonefeels

thistwocannotwe'd.Pleasespeaknow

TalkaboutbadtimingcausedetectiveMndebele

walkinfollowedbytwootherofficers



Mndebele:Amsosorrytodisturbsuchabeautiful

ceremonybutamlookingforaMrSkhumbuzo

Zungu.

Everyonewaswhisperingtooneonotherand

peoplewereuncomfortable.

Sthe:Skhumbuzoisdead,wouldyoulikemeto

showyouhisgrave?

Mndebele:Thisisnotajokesir,ngsemsebenzinila!

Sthe:DoIlooklikeajokewithyourtype?Free

uniform,freegunandcheapqualifications

Skhu:It'sokNtwana.AmSkhumbuzocanwetake

thisinsideplease.Thisisawedding.

Mndebele:Afteryousir

Skhumbuzo,Stheandtheofficerswentinsideand

theweddingcontinued.Ndoniwasuneasy

Skhu:Whatnonsenseisthis!Youwalkintomy

bloodyhousewithyoudemeaninguniformand

embarrassmeinfrontofmyfamily.



Sthe:Talkaboutdisrespect!

Mndebele:Amsorrysirbutamjustdoingmyjob.

Amgonnaneedyoutocomewithmetothestation

forquestioning.

Sthe:Onwhatgrounds?

Mndebele:Aboywentmissingyesterdayandwe

believeyoumighthaveinformation

Skhu:Idont.NowexcusemeIhaveaweddingto

attend,unlessyouhaveawarrantformyarrest.

Mndebele:IwillgetawarrantandIwillbeback!

Sthe:Eatmorenexttimeandgainsomeweight.

Youlookhungry.

ThepoliceleftandSkhumbuzowasmad

Skhu:Damnthisgirlisgonnabeapest.Takecare

ofherSthembiso.

Sthe:I'dlovetodothat,haven'tplayedwithmytoys

inawhile.

Theygotbacktothegardenandthevowswere

alreadysaid.



Sthe:Donotfearpeopletheofficerswerejusthere

forsomeprescriptions.

Pastor:Dearlybeloved,theyhavesaidtheirvows

beforeGodnowwesealthedeal.MrBlackrepeat

aftermeplease

LiamtookLilly'shandandheldthering

Pastor:Withthisring,Iwedyou

Liam:WiththisringIwedyou

Heputonthering

Pastor:Withthisring,Iwedyou

Gogo:WiththisringIwedyou.

Pastor:Maywhat'sjoinedtogetherbyGod,letno

manseparate.

Inowpronounceyouhusbandandwife.Youmay

kissyourbride

Liamplacedashortkissonhiswife'slips.

Pastor:FriendandfamilyMrandMrsBlack.

Theguestswereclappingandhappyasthe



weddingwasbeautiful,Skhumbuzoheldhiswife.

Skhu:LookingbeautifulMrsZungu

Ndoni:AmgettingfatSkhumbuzo

Skhu:Noyounot,yourclothesarejustgetting

smaller.

Everyonemadewaytothereceptionforfoodand

drinks.
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Theweddingwasbeautifulandthereceptioneven

morebeautiful,surroundedbyfamilyandfriends.

Thespeechesweresosweetanditwasfinally

sinkingin,IammrsBlackanditfeltgood.

Liam:SoMrsBlack,howareyoufeeling?

Gogo:StillwaitingformyalarmclocktogooffdoI

canwakeup,causethisrightherefeelslikeadream.

Liam:OurdreamLillyandweshalllivethisdream

together.

Gogo:Theladiesfromchurchmustbegreenwith

envybynow.

Liam:Amsurethechurchladiesarehappyforyou

andIthinkit'stimetosayourgoodbyescausewe

havetobeattheairportinthenexthour.

Gogo:Theonlythingtheyhappyaboutisthe

food,asfortheweddingtrustmeheartburniskilling

them.

Liam:(smiling)What'scausingthemheartburnmy

love?



Gogo:JealousyLiam,jealousy.Anywaywheredid

yousayyoutakingmeforourhoneymoon?

Liam:It'sasuprisemydear

Gogo:OkthenMrsurprises,letmefinishmyfood

first.

Guestsstartedsayingtheirgoodbyesandleaving

aftercongratulatingthenewlyweds.Ndoniwas

sittingwithherhusbandeatingwhenthetwincame

tojoinin.

Sthe:Theysayfoodtastesbetterwhenyouaround

happypeoplesohereIam

Sthembisosatdownandstartedeatingfromhis

brother'splate.

Skhu:Youneedtounsubscribefromwhichever

websiteyousubscribedtocausetheylyingtoyou.

Youarejustlonely.

Ndoni:Speakingoflonely,where'sPhindi

Sthembiso?

Sthe:Thatonewhinesalot,she'sgonnagiveme

wrinkles.



Ndoni:I'llbeinsidemylove,thismeatneedssome

vinegar.

Skhu:Vinegar!?

Ndoni:YesvinegarSkhumbuzo,doyouhavea

problemwiththat?

Skhu:Noproblemmylove,youcanhaveallthe

vinegaryouneed.

Ndoni:Mxm!

Ileftthebrotherstogoinsidethehousetogetmy

vinegarandasifIdeservedthisbutIjusthadto

bumpintoPalesa.

Palesa:Sothisishowrichpeoplelive,impressive.

Ndoni:ThanksforcomingPalesabutIcan'tchit

chat,ihavesomethingtodo.

Ijusthadtoleavecauseiwasn'tinthemoodfor

smalltalk.

Palesa:Richandarrogant!Sheneedtobeschooled

onhowtotreatguests.

Sthe:Sohowlongwillyoubegone?



Skhu:TwoweeksmaxbutIneedyoutobehands

ondeckoneverything.Thedeliveriesand

shipments,hotelsandourguestsatthewarehouse.

Sthe:SocanImoveintoyourhousewhileyouaway?

Skhu:NoSthembiso,stayinyourhousebutmovein

onthatskinnydetective.Silenceher,ihatepeople

whosnooponmybusiness.

Sthe:Permanent?

Skhu:Deadpermanent!

Sthe:Andourguestsatthewarehouse?

Skhu:Leavethosetwoforme,I'llpersonallytake

careofthemonmyreturn.Juststarvethemabit

Sthe:Betterpolishmytoystonightcausetomorrow

playing"catchmeifyoucan"

Skhu:Verywellthen,ibettergocheckonour

luggageandmakesureihavesomeheartburnpills

causewegonnaneedthem.

Sthe:Thatyouwill,meatandvinegararean

applicationforheartburn.Butluckyyoucauseif

Phindiwaspregnantamsureshe'llbecravinga



newFerrariandamall.

Skhu:Atbeingdramaticandreachouttothegirl.If

younolongerinterestedletherknow

Skhu:IlovethatchickIjustwanthertohumble

herselfabitandgrowup.

GogoandLiamsaidtheirthankyoutotheirguests

andwentupstairstochangeandgetreadyfortheir

honeymoon,Skhumbuzoandhiswifewerealso

doingthesamething.

Bagswereloadedinandfinalgoodbyesweresaid

anditwasofftotheairport,Sthembisowasdriving

SkhumbuzoandhiswifeandRazorhis

parents.Hlengiwewasblazingfire

Hlengiwe:Palesagetup!Amtakingyouhome

Palesa:Butmomamstilleatingandiwannatake

picturesformyInstagrampage.

Hlengiwe:NowPalesaoryou'llwalkhome.

Palesa:Jeez!Youneedtolearnhowtochillmother.

Hlengiwewasmumblingallthewaytothecar



Hlengiwe:SoRaymondisjustgonnaignoremejust

likethat,noHlengiweyoulookbeautiful,noHlengiwe

haveyoueatenandhejustdrivesofflikethat.Mxm!

ThecardroveoffwithHlengiweholdingbackher

tears,thebabywassleeping.

Palesa:Soyourboyfriendsfatheriswhite?

Hlengiwe:And?

Palesa:Andrichright?

Hlengiwe:AminnomoodforyourgamesPalesa,

nottoday!

Palesa:Allamtryingtosayisthatifhe'srichthen

datinghimisn'tsuchabadidea.

Hlengiwe:IsaidnottodayPalesa

Palesa:Momweneedmoney.GirlslikeoNdoniare

bornwithsilverspoonsintheirmouths,someofus

havetohustlejusttogetby.

ThecardroveoffinsilencewhileHlengiwewas

dealingwithherconscious.



Twopromotionshavealreadypassedmebyand

thisismychancetoshineandgetmynameonthe

listofpromotions.

Mndebelewalkedintothestationandstraighttothe

commissionersoffice.

Commissioner:WangenawedwaMndebele,whereis

thesuspect?

Mndebele:Iwenttheresirandaskedhimtocomein

butheblatantlyrefused.

Commissioner:AndyoujustleftMndebele.What

didtheyteachyouatpoliceschool?Youshould

havethreatenedhim,threwyourweightaroundand

madeyourpresencefelt.

Mndebele:SirItriedbutthoseboysweren'thaving

anyofit

Commissioner:Sowhat'syourplan,doyouthinkhe

knowssomething?

Mndebele:Icouldn'treadhimwell,he'stoococky

andgistwinbrotheraswell.Ithinktheonlyplanisi

followthemeverywheretheygo.



Commissioner:Andwhataboutothercases?

Mndebele:Amgonnaneedyoutoputme

undercoversir,Ihavetocrackthiscaseand

somethingtellsmeamontherighttrack.

Commissioner:Yousaidthere'satwin,howwould

youknowwhichonetofollow.

Mndebele:I'llfigurethatoutsir,justletmego

undercover

Commissioner:I'lltaketoheadofficeaddressget

thepaperworkready.

Mndebele:Thankyousir.

Thedetectiveleftthecommissioner'sofficeand

wenttoherdesktogoaboutherdayswork.

Thelinewasdrawnonthesandandglovesoff,

Mndebelewasdeterminedtoputthepeople

responsibleofkidnappingthecommissioners

grandsonbehindbars.

Thesmellofcowdungonthefloorhitmynostrils

sostrongialmostthrewup.Mybodywasso



sore,myneckstillandIwascold.Sleepingonthe

floorwasworsethantheembarrassmentisuffered

whenNdoniexposedme.

Igotupandpackermystuffawayintomybegand

wentoutsidetositbythesun,iwascoldandthe

smellofrustandsmokeinthatsharedwasjusttoo

much.

Isatdownonalogoutsidenexttothehouseand

therewerevoicescomingfromthehouse.

Myparentswereupandclearlyarguingaboutme.

Mkhize:Idon'tcarewhatyousaymaMkhize,Idon't

whatthatdaughterofyoursinmyhouse.

MaMkhize:KillherthenBaba,angithishe'syour

daughterandyoudon'twantherinyourhouse?Kill

herthen

Mkhize:Stoptalkingnonsenseandgetmybath

watetyready,ineedtogettothefarm.

MaMkhize:Amnotsayingoverlookherevilways

Babaamonlyaskingyouletherpleadhercaseto

thechiefscouncil.Letherfatebeintheirhands.



Mkhize:Youallowedhertosleepinmyhouse,

withoutmypermission.Iwillalsobefoundguilty

forwithholdingherinthishouseafterthekingruled

thatsheisnevertosetherforinthisvillageagain.

MaMkhize:Thatswhyithinkyoushouldheardto

thepalacenowbeforpeoplestarttalking.

MaMkhizetooksomematchesandsome

newspapersandwenttostartfireforthebathwater.

Nokubonga:Goodmorningmother

MaMkhize:Morningtoyoutoo,hopeyousleptwell.

Nokubonga:HowcouldImotherthatplaceis

uncomfortablenottomentioncold.

MaMkhize:Wellmychildthat'swhatyougetfor

burningallyourbridgestothetop,comingback

downisimpossible.

Nokubonga:Amsorrymother

MaMkhize:Amnottheoneyoushouldbe

apologisingtoNokubonga,buttoyourfatherand

thecouncilandthevillagers.

Mkhizecameoutsideandgavehisdaughteradeath



stare.

Mkhize:Getinsidethehousenokubongabegorethe

villagerscomehereandburnyou.

Nokubonga:Doesthatmeanyouhaveforgivenme

father?

Mkhize:TomeyouaredeadNokubonga,iJustdont

wantyourbloodonmyhands.

MaMkhizehurryupwiththatwater,ineedtogoto

thepalace

Nokubonga:IknowIhavedisappointedand

shamedyoubothbutihavechanged.

Mkhizewenybackinsidethehousesayingnothing

else.

Nokubonga:Canigoinsidenowmother,Ineedto

bathafterthenightihad.

MaMkhize:Goahead

Nokubongatookherbegsandwentinsideleaving

hermotherwithherfire.



Nkosi:Hello

Queen:Nkosiyouneedtodosomethingandfast.

Mydaughtercan'tbelikethisforever

Nkosi:Thisisnotagoodtimemyin-law

Queen:MakeitagoodtimeNkosi,howfarareyou

withtheplantorestoremydaughter'ssanity?

Nkosi:Myin-lawpleaseamintheremiddleof

something,canIcallyouback.

Queen:YoubettercallmeNkosiorambringingher

backtostaywithyou.Ican'tstandseeingmy

daughterlikethisanylonger.

ThecallwasendedandThobilewasmadashell

Thobile:In-law?Soyoudisturbedourlovemaking

sessiontotalktoyourin-law?

Nkosi:Forgivememyqueen,eyescarryonplease.

Thobilegotoutofbedand0utonherrobe

Thobile:Carryonwithyourin-law.Mxm!

Nkosi:WhereareyougoingnowThobile?Ithought

weweretryingforababy.



Thobile:Whynotbringbackyourpregnant

Zevile,causeclearlyshe'smoreimportantthanIam.

ThobilestormedoutoftheroomleavingNkosi

dazzled.

Nkosi:Women!
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Theeventscompanywereclearingthegardenafter

theweddingandpackingupinthekitchen,Lwandle

asusuallywasalreadyathisTVgamesandLanga

andNomawereintheloungehavingdessertasthe



housenowfeltbigastheywereleftalone.

Noma:Thishouseremindsmeofhome,so

big,emptyandlonely

Langa:Andallthesugarismakingmecraveforyou

Noma:(laughing)StopitLanga,thisisnotyour

kingdomwereyoucraveformeallday

Langa:Comeonmyqueen,everyoneisgoneon

honeymoonandwebothknowwhatthey'llbedoing

there.

Noma:Youhavesuchanaughtymindforakingmy

love.

Langa:That'sbecauseIhavethemostbeautiful

andsexywife.Sowhatdoyousaywegoupstairs

andhavealittlehoneymoonofourown?

Noma:(flirty)Asmykingpleases

Langagotupfromthecouchandpickeduphiswife

bridalstyleashetookhertothebedroom

Langa:Hopethiswallaresoundproofcausedamn

amgonnaeatyouup



Noma:Andamgonnashakeyourworldmyking

Withthistwoitnevertakesmuchworktogetthem

inthemoodassoonastheygotintothebedroom

Langathrewhiswifeonthebedandshewasletting

outsoftmoansencouragingherhusband.

Langaunstrippedtheshoesandstartedlickinghis

wife'stoesandthathadNomagoingcrazywith

please

Noma:LangalibaleleZulustopit!

Langa:Youonlycallmethatwhenyouhornyor

madsowhichoneisitnomyqueen.Hornyormad?

Langawasmovinghistonguearoundthetoeswhile

hisotherhandwasmovingslowlydowntheleg

Noma:Aaaaayesthisfeelsgood

Langa:ThoughtyousaidIshouldstopbabe

Noma:Nopleasedon't

Langawentdownandgothishandsunderneaththe

dressandpulledoutthepantiesandwiththatdone

Nomajustopenedherlegslettingherhusbandin,he

welcomedtheinvitationandwentinwithhistongue



onceagain

Noma:Mmmmmmfuck,yes!

Langa:Yousosweetbaby

Noma:OooohooohAaaaayes

LangaturnedNomaaroundandunzippedherdress

thenhispantsweredown.

Clothesflewinalldirectionsasthecouplegotall

kinky

Noma:Aaaaayetbabyyes

Missionary,doggy,spooningandallsortsof

positionswereexplored

Noma:Ooooyesyesyesyes,Rightthere

aaaaaaaah

Langa:Fuckyeah!

LangawasnowgoinginfastandwildwithNoma

holdingonsotighttothesheets.

Noma:Aaaaaaaah

Langa:Yesbabyyes,justalittlelonger



Noma:Aaaaaaaahamgonnacum

Langawentfasterandfasterwitheachstroke

Langa:Aaaarhyes

Noma:Oooohooohshot

Langa:Cumbabycumfordaddy

Noma:Oooooofuck!Aaaaaaaahyes

AfterawhiletheybothreleasedandLangadropped

opnthebedduetoexhaustion.

Langa:Thatwasintense!Jeezmylove

Noma:Youaskedforit.

Langa:Readyforround2?

Noma:YeahbutbeforethatweneedtocallRazor

andhavehimfindoutwhatthatpoliceofficer

wantedtoseeSkhumbuzo

Langa:Iditnecessarythou,itcouldhavebeen

nothing.

Noma:Policeofficersnevermakecourtesyvisits,

somethingisup.



Langa:Andmywifewantstoknoweverythingthat's

happeningright?

Noma:Right

Langa:Okthenbutyoubettergogetsomesnacks

causeafterthenextsessionwewillbehungryas

dogs.

Noma:Passmeyourshirt

Langapickeduphisshirtfromthefloorandpassed

ittohiswife,sheputitonandbarefootshemade

herwaydownstairsforsomedrinksandsnacks.

LangasatnakedonthebedandcalledRazor.

Razorwasonhiswaybacktothehousewhenhis

phonerang

Razor:Myking

Langa:YourqueenusatitagainandIneedyour

help.

Razor:Whatdoessheneedsdone?

Langa:Youknowyourqueen.Shewantstofindout

whythàtofficerwashereearlierandwhatshe



wantedwithSkhumbuzo

Razor:I'llseewhatIcanfindout.

Langa:Iknowyou'llfindoutsomethingsoon,you

thebest.

Razor:IsHlengiwestilltheremyking?

Langa:No.Sheleftrightafteryou.

Razor:Thankyou

Langaputdownhisphoneashewaitedforhiswife.

RazorwasnowdrivingstraighttoHkengiwe'shotel

room.

Razor:Hopetheofficermadeamistakeandthat

there'snothingtohervisitcauseIdon'twannafind

myselfhavingtoinvestigateSkhumbuzo.

AmveryloyaltoStormandherhusbandbutIalso

don'twannafindmyselfonthewrongsideof

Skhumbuzo.It'sdayslikethesewereireallyhate

myjob.

Razorwasfrustratedandallhewantedwashis

womanandtoforgeteverythingforawhile.Hegot



tothehotelandwentin.

Hlengiwewasveryupsetandsleepingonthecouch

inherhotelroom.Razorcalledtofindoutherroom

numberandshetoldhim,withinminutesRaymond

wasknockingonthedoor,Hlengiwewenttoanswer

thedoorandwentbacktothecouchandcovered

herselfinathrow

Razor:Hibaby,thoughtI'dfindyouatthehouse

whenIgotback.Imissedyou.

Hlengiwedidnotrespond,Raymondwalkedtothe

couchandsatdownnexttoHlengiweplacingher

feetonhislaps.

Razor:Areyouonbaby,youawfullyquiet?

Hlengiwe'sangercouldn'tallowhertokeepquiet

anylonger,shewasfuming.

Hlengiwe:HowcouldIbeokRaymond,tellmehow?

Youjustleftmetherewithoutevenaword,likea

fool.Youdidn'tevenbothertellingmewhereyou

weregoing.



Razor:Okamsorry

Hlengiwe:OfcauseyousorryRaymondyoualways

areandamtiredofit.

Razor:Lookbabyamsorry,Ishouldhavetoldyou

wereIwasgoing.Canwenotfightplease,Imissed

you

RazorattemptedtokissHlengiweandshelooked

awaymuchtoRazor'ssuprise

Hlengiwe:It'salwaysyourfamilyfirstandtohell

withtherestofus,iamtiredofyourtreatment

Raymond.Youneedtodecidewhatyouwant.

Raymondgetannoyedveryeasilyandhewas

gettingpissedashegotupandlookedoutsidethe

window.

Hlengiwe:Youareoldenoughtomakeyourown

choicesandyourmotherjustgotmarried,Idon'tsee

whyyoustillfeeltheneedtostaythereanymore.

AndIthinkyouneedtochangeyourjobtoo,find

somethinglegalandmeaningful.

Razorjuststoodtheresayingnothing.



Hlengiwe:WhyareyouquietRaymond,say

something.Relationshipsareaboutsacrifices.

Raymondwasmadasheturnedaroundandwalked

towardsHlengiweagain.

Razor:Sacrificesyousay!?

Hlengiwe:YesRaymond,sacrifices!

Razor:Iplacedmylifeonthelineforyoutobe

standingheretodaytellingmeaboutsacrifice

Hlengiwe:Whatareyouonabout?

Razor:Yourkidney,wheredidyouthinkitcomes

from.God?

Whowasthereforyouwhenyourhusbandtreated

youliketrash?Me

Whogaveyouaplacetostaywhenyouneeded

it?Me

AndiamherewithyouHlengiwebecauseIloveyou,

againstmymother'swishesandyouhavethenerve

totellmeaboutsacrificeandfamily.

Hlengiwewentquite



Razor:Goaheadandtellmewhatyousacrificed

Mrssacrificesandpleasedon'tsayyourmarriage

causethatthingwasinshambleswaybeforeIeven

cameintothepicture.

Hlengiwe:AllamsayingisIfindithardbeing

aroundpeopleyouhokddeartoyourheartcause

theyhavehurtmesobad.

Razor:SowhatdoyousuggestIdo,killthemjustso

youcouldbehappy?mxm!FuckIdon'thavetimefor

thisshit!

Raymondtookhiscarkeysandheadedout

Hlengiwe:WhereareyougoingRaymond,westill

talking.

Razor:Out!Wherethere'slesswhiningbeforeI

sacrificesyouformypeaceofmind.

RaymondleftHlengiweandgotintohiscarand

droveofftoabarnearby.

WithmytwinoutoftownIfeltsoaloneanddecided

tocallPhindianddosomesuckingupsoicanget



laidbeforeIfigureouthowamgonnadealwiththan

police.

Phindi:SthembisoIhavebeenwaitingforyourcall

theentireweeknow

Sthe:Imissyoutoo

Phindi:Whereareyou?

Sthe:Justcamebackfromtheweddingandam

boreddoyouwannacomeby

Phindi:Whatwedding,whydidn'tIknowaboutit.

Sthe:BecauseIdidn'ttellyouthat'swhy,nowshould

IpickyouuporinviteyoutothenextweddingI

attend?

Phindi:Fineyoucancomepickmeupthen

Sthe:Betherenow

Sthembisowasinhishousepolishinghisgun's

thenhejustleftthemonthetableandwenttofetch

hisgirlfriend.

Phindiwasalsogettingreadyforhisman,she

changedintoasexylingeriethenputacoatontop



andbeforesheknewitSthembisocalledthathe

wasoutside.

Phinditookherhandbagandheadedouttothecar.

Sthe:Godwhyareyoupunishingme!

Phindiopenedthedoorandgotin.

Phindi:Hibaby

Sthe:It's37°outsideonasummersdayPhindiand

youwearingacoat!

Phindi:That'sbecauseIhaveasupriseforyou

underthecoat

Sthe:Bythetimewegettothehousethesuprise

willhavemeltedunderthatcoat,it'shot.

Sthembisostartedthecarandtheydrovetohis

house,Phindiwasmesmerizedbythesizeof

Sthembiso'shousewhentheygotthere.

Phindi:Wow!Youandyourbrotherhaveinteresting

tasteinhouses.Thisishugeandbeautiful.

Sthembiso:Thanks,let'sgetinbeforethesuprise

meltsandIdon'tenjoyit



Sthembisogotoutofthecarandtheywentinside.

Sthe:Welcometomykingdom

Phindiputdownherbagasshewasevenmore

wowedbytheinsideofthehouse.

Phindi:It'sbeautiful,mindshowingmearound.

Sthe:(poitingwithhisfinger)That'sthekitchen,

dinningroomthenloungeandthebedroomsare

upstairs.

Phindi:ImeantapropertourSthembiso.

Sthe:ComeonPhindi,takeitoffalready

Phindi:(blushing)Takewhatoff?

Sthe:Thecoat,younotavirginright?

Phindi:WhatifIam?

Sthe:Thenamgonnahavetopoitonsomeloud

musicandIhatenoise.

Phindi:Idon'tunderstand,whatareyoutalking

about?

Sthe:LookPhindiIhaveveryuniquepreferences



whenIcomestosex,hopeyoudon'tmind

Phindi:Howunique?

Sthe:Idon'tmakelove,IfuckandIhateawoman

whomakesnoiseduringsex.

Phindi:Ohwow!

Sthe:Canwegettoitthen,please

Sthembisowasalreadyturnedonashiserected

peniswasvisibleonhispantsandhetookoffhis

tie

Phindi:Let'sgotoyourroomthen

Sthe:Justtakeitoff

Phindidroppedthecoatrevealinghisblacklingerie

andwithoutwastinganymoretimeSthembiso

turnedheraroundmakingherbendonthecouch

Phindi:Sthembisowait

Sthe:Shsssmylovedon'ttalk

SthembisoputthetieinPhindi'smouthandheldit

frombehind



Withonehandhedroppedhispantsandmoved

Phindi'sundiestoonesideandwentin

Sthe:DamnIlikethissuprise

Phindi:(bittingonthetie)Mmmm

Sthe:Yesbabysoniceandtight

Phindi:MmmmMmm

PullingthetieSthembisowaspoundingonPhindi's

likeahungrylion,moaningfrompleasure

Sthe:Aaaaafuckyousonice,ooohyes

He'dspankPhindi'saddashefilledherwithwild

faststrokes

Phindi:MmmmMmmmmmmmm

FasterandfasterSthembisowentpullingand

spankingtillheletoutthisloudgroanlikehewasin

pain

Sthe:Aaaarhfuck!

Heletgoofthetieandpulledout

Sthe:Iloveyoubaby



PhindistoodupandlookedatSthembiso

Phindi:IloveyoutooSthe

Sthembisokissedhercheek.

Sthe:Upstairslastdooronyourleftisthe

bathroom,cleanupandtherearepillsinthecabinet.

Take1

Phindi:Pills!Why,whataretheyfor?

Sthe:Morningafterpills,Icouldn'thelpityouwere

justtoohot.

Phindipickeduphercoatandmadeherway

upstairstothebathroomasSthembisodressedup

andwhenforfoodthencamebacktohisguns

Phindi:Icoulddowithsuchwildsexeveryday,asfor

thepillsamnottakingthem.Ifthere'sonewayIcan

guaranteeSthembisostayswithmeandmarried

meusthroughababy.Royaltiesneverabandon

theirkids..Anddamnhe'sabeastwhenitcomesto

sex

Phinditookashowerthentookonepillandflushed

itjustincasetheywerecounted.Shewore



Sthembiso'ssweaterthenwentbackdownstairsto

findSthembisopolishinghisgun's.

Phindi:GunsSthembiso,likereally!?

Sthe:Ihavearattocatchmylove,don'tworry

Phindi:Aratwithagun?

Sthe:Ijustlikethesoundtheymake,whentheygo

offespeciallywhenaimedtothehead.

Phindi:Youlikethesoundofagungoingoffyetnot

thesoundofawomanmoaningfrompleasure.

Sthe:That'smebaby

Phindi:Sowhatarewedoing?

Sthe:Youcoulddoanythingyoulike,amstillbusy.

Joinyoulater.

Phindi:CanIaskyousomething?

Sthe:Shoot

Phindi:Doyouloveme?

Sthe:Whenyounotwhiningandthrowingtantrums

yesIloveyou.NowcanIfinishherefirst



Phindi:Ok

PhindiwenttowatchsomeTVwhileStheplayed

withherguns.

Mkhizemadewaytothepalacetoannouncethe

returnofhisprodicaldaughter,uponarrivalhewas

stoppedbytheguardsatthegate.

Guard1:Sikusizanganikhehla?(Howcanwehelp

youoldman?)

Mkhize:Ngizobonainkosi,kunodaba

oluphuthumayo.(Amheretoseetheking,there'san

urgentmattermeantforhisears)

Guard2:ManaLanamuntuomdala,ngsayobika

enkosini(Waithereoldman,I'llgoinformtheking)

Theguarddisappearedinsideandafterawhilethe

guardcameback.

Guard2:Mdedeleangene(Lethimin)

Guard1:Ngenzakhehla(Youcancomeinoldman)

Mkhizemadehiswayinsidethepalaceasone



guardescortedhimtotheking.

Mkhize:Wentowaxalwasisalibele,Nkosiyami.

Bayede!

King:MkhizeNdodayamadoda,ngavakashelwa

nguwenamhlanjekonakelephi?(Mkhize.WhatdoI

owethepleasureofyourvisittoday?)

Mkhizesatdownandtookoffhishatplacingiton

hisknee.

Mkhize:Nkosiyamngithiangizengizokwenda

kubabawesizwe,sekwenzekeiphuthababa.

King:AwungiboniMkhize,kwenzenjan?

Mkhize:NgithwalisengivukanamhlanjeNkosiyami

ngazithelaphezukwendodakaziyamithwele

izikhwama.

King:YiphiyonaIndodakazi,uNokubonga?

Mkhize:YonayodwaNkosiyam,yinganengithi

angizeNgizobonaebukhosiniukuthikubi.

King:Mkhizeuyakwaziudabakwendodakaziyakho

futhinemikhubayakheyaziwawuwe.



Mkhize:Kunjalondabezitha

King:Ikhohlakelekabikeyangane,futhingisamile

emazwiniami.AnguishingIIndodakaziyakho

phakathikwesizwesokababa.

Mkhize:Wenamlomokawuphikiswa,Nkosi.

King:Ngibongaukuthembekakwakho

Mkhize,ngizokwendaonogadaanabolic

abazoqinisekaukuthilingakazilahlilumina

namhlanjeeyakhoIndodakaziayisekhokulendawo

yami.

Mkhize:Nkosiyami

King:Ukuthembekakwakhokuzotlomeliswa

Mkhize,isizwesakababasiyawadingaamadoda

afananawe.

Mkhizestoodupandtwoguardswereassignedto

gomakesurethatNokubongaleavesthevillage

beforesunset.

MaMkhizesawherhusbandwiththeguardsfrom

farandshecouldtellthatallwasnotwell.Mkhize

finallyarrivedathishouseandNokubongawas



sittingunderthetree,shegotupwhenshesawher

father.

Nokubonga:Howdiditgofather?

Mkhize:Thekinghasspoken,youhavebeen

banishedandsoshallitremain.

Tearsformedinhereyes

Nokubonga:WherewillIgofather,myhusband

kickedmeout.Motherpleasedon'tletthembanish

meagain

MaMkhize:Icannotgoagainsttheking'swish

Nokubonga.

Mkhize:Thekingwantsyououtofthevillagebefore

sunset.Theseguardsareheretoensurethatyou

followorders.

Nokubonga:(crying)Fatherplease

Mkhize:Mydaughteryoucannotsowlemonsand

hopetoharvesttomatoes.

TearyNokubongawentinsidetotakeher

belongingsasshewastobeescortedoutofthe

village,hermotherfollowedherinside.



MaMkhize:Takethis,it'sR200.Iknowit'snotmuch

butit'sallIhave.Assoonasyououtsidethisvillage

tryfindingajobpeoplearealwayslookingfor

helpersespeciallyintown.

Nokubonga:Ihaveneverworkedadayinmy

life,wheredoIevenbegin.

MaMkhize:StartnowNokubonga,baggerscan'tbe

choosers.

MaMkhizehelpNokubongawithherbagsasthey

steppedoutside,theguardstookthebagsand

Nokubongafollowedbehindasallthevillagers

lookedasshewasescortedoutsidethevillage.

MaMkhizewassaying,thouNokubongahasdone

somuchbadshewasstillherdaughterandshe

lovedher.

Linda:(whispering)Weneedtofindawayoutof

hereBuzwe,ifSkhumbuzofindsusherewedead.

Buzwe:Ihaveswifeandanewbornbabyback

homeandtheyprobablyworriedsick.Yougotme

intothismessagecomeupwithsomething.



Linda:Don'tyoudaremakethismyfault,

Skhumbuzoisyourfriendandcolleague.You

shouldhavetoldmehe'samonster

Buzwe:Yourobsessionwiththemaniswhat'sgit

ushere.

Linda:Pleasedon'tactlikeasainthere,yourgreed

formoneyandlustforhiswifeiswhywehere.Now

makeaplanlikeaman.

Sledgeandtheboyswereplayingagameofcards.

Sledge:Youtwoaremakingnoiseinthere,ordoyou

wannafuckeachother.

Scar:Maybeyoushould,couldbeyourlastsession

alive.

Fox:Weallcoulddowithsomeentertainment,it's

gettingboringhere.

Buzwe:Guysplease,youneedtoletusoutof

here,theladyneedstogotohospitalwithproper

equipment.

Linda:Pleaseguys,amwillingtodoanythingyou

want.



Sledge:Anything?

Linda:Whateveryouwant.

Fox:Don'teventhinkaboutitSledge,it'snotworthit.

Theboyswentbacktotheirgame

Buzwe:Guessnooneisinterestedingettinginto

yourpants,evenforfreesowhatnow.

Linda:MXM!

Buzwe:Let'swaitforthemtosleepandmaybewe

canusethisvaselineheretotryandslipthrough

thebars.Howareyourhands?

Linda:Unbearablypainful,can'tbelieveSkhumbuzo

didthistome!

Thecountfornighttofallandtheboystosleep

Bagan,itwasadoordiemomentforbothLindaand

Buzweastheclockticksclosertotheirend.
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Insteadofbetterthingsweregettingworsebackat

Emajubakingdom,thekingwasdemandinganswers

astowhyZevilewasbackhomeandnotwithherin

-laws.ThequeenwasplayingTomandJerrytrying

toconcealthetruthfromhishusband.Zevileonthe

otherhand,hersituationwasgoingfrombadto

worseinminutes,shewasaggressiveandshe

refusedtoeatandshewaslossingweightwhich

wasn'tgoodforherpregnancy.

King:(shouting)Guard!

Withinminutesaguardbowedbeforehisking

awaitinginstructions,thequeenwasalsohareears

tohearwhytheguardwascalled.



King:Getthecarsready,weleavingafterbreakfast.

Guard:Rightonitmyking

Theguardlefttogoinformtheothersoftheking's

order.

Queen:Whereismykingofftothisearlymorning,is

thereacouncil'smeetingiforgotabout.

King:No.Butthereisanotherkingdomswifeinmy

kingdomandnooneiswillingtotellmewhat's

goingon.

Queen:Sowhereareyougoing?

King:Empumelelweni,togetsomeanswers.

Queen:Mykingpleasejustletthisgo.Zevileisjust

visitingus,shewillsoonleave.

King:Visiting!Inthatstate,thegirlispracticallylost

itandvisiblypregnantandsomeoneisgonnatell

mewhymychildislikethat.Nkosiisthatperson

seeingthatyoumywifearehidingsomethingfrom

me.

Queen:YesZevileispregnantandsomewomen

tendtosufferfromdepressionduringpregnancy.



Zevilelostherhusbandbabashe'sstillgrieving

henceherin-lawsfeltsheneedstobesurrounded

byherfamily.

King:ForalltheyearsI'vebeenking,whatyou

sayingnowisveryforeign.Myinstinctstellmethat

somethingbigandsinisterisgoingonhereandam

gonnafindoutwhatitis.

Queen:Nothingisgoingonmyking,trustme.

King:TherewasatimeIwantedtohearthetruth

fromyouasmywife,butnowIwanttohearthetruth

fromNkosi'smouth.HeandIaregonnaspeakking

tokingandyoucan'tstopme

Withthatsaidthekinggotupfromthetableand

pickeduphisrulingsceptrebeandleftthetableto

thedoor.

Thequeenwasleftinthetableandsheknewshe

neededtogetherducksinarowortheircoverwas

gonnabeblown.

Queen:MyhusbandcanbeveryintimidatingIknow

andifIdon'twarnNkosinow,allhellwillbreaklose.



Thequeenreachedforherphoneandcalledking

Nkosianditkeptringingandringingbuttherewas

noanswer.

Queen:DamnitNkosi!

Thequeenwasfrustratedandshedecidedtodish

upsomefoodforZevileandtakeituptoherroom.

WhenshegottotheroomZevilewastalkingtothe

wallandtearsbuiltupinthequeen'seyesseeing

herdaughterlikethat.

Shesatonthebednexttoherandputdownthe

foodholdingherhand.

Queen:SomewheredeepdownIknowyouthere

andjustwaitingtocomebacktous,youare

strongerthatthismydaughterfightpleaseor

everythingwe'veworkedsohardforwillblowup

beforeoureyes.

ButtalkingtoZevilewaslikemakingajokeasall

Zeviledidwasstareathermotherthenlaugh.She

lookedsothinandpale,withdrylipsandbaggyeyes.



Thobile:Answeryourphone,it'sprobablyyour

motherin-law.

Nkosi:Thobileplease,canwejustfocusongetting

youpregnant.

Thobile:Babymakingisn'tmeanttobeajob,it's

aboutlove.

Nkosi:ButIdoloveyou.

Thobile:AndIloveyoutoo,ifammeanttogiveyou

kidsthenitwillhappen.Fornowsortoutyour

issues,nobabyofminewillgrowupinthese

unhealthyfamiy.

King:WithNokubongagoneourfamilyisperfect.

Thobile:Perfectmeaningyouaregonnamarry

Zevile?

Nkosi:AmnotdoingthisbecauseIloveZevileam

doingitformyson's.SoyesIhavetomarryher.

Thobile:Verywellthen,Iguesswecan'tundothe

past.

Thecouplewerehavingaconversationwhilestillin

bed,thentheygotupandwenttoshowerandget



readyforbreakfastandThobilehaswork.

Backatthewarehousetheguyswerehavinga

drinkingspreeandtheprisonerswerecautiously

timinganyslipupsotheycouldinitiatetheirescape

plan.

Fox:Guyswho'supforanotherroundofbeer,we

out.

Sledge:Let'sgostockupthenightisstillyoung.

Scar:Amgamelet'sgoguys,butwho'sgonna

remainandplaywarden?

Fox:Shadowwillremain,he'stoosloshedanyway.

Scar:Shadowwillyoubeokonyourown,Icanstay

withyou?

Shadow:Comeonguysthecageislockedit'snot

likethistwocanescape.Besidestheotheroneis

fingerlessandtooweaktodoanything.Go

Sledge:Okthenwewillonlybetwohours,if

anythinghappenscallus.



Shadow:Yeayeah!

ThethreeguysleftleavingShadowwiththe

prisoners.Shadowwasdrunkandallhewanted

wastosleep.

Buzwe:(whisperingtoLinda)Assoonasthecar

outsidesleaveswemakeourmove.

Linda:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Buzwe:There'sapairofscissorsinmymedical

bag,gettheguytoopenthegatethenassoonashe

getsinI'llstabhimthenwerun.

Linda:AmtooweakIcan'trun

Buzwe:YougonnahavetotoughenupthenLinda

causethisisouronlyshotatgettingoutofthis

alive.

Linda:Okfinethen

Theenginestartedoutsideandtheguysleft.

Linda:Ineedwater,please!Amthirsty

Shadow:Shutthef*CKup!

Buzwe:Pleasesheneedswaterorshe'lldehydrate



todeath.She'slostalotofblood.

Shadow:Makesureshedoesn'tdie,thebosswants

heralive.

Buzwe:Getherwaterthen

Shadow:Fine.

Shadowdisappearedtotheothersideandcame

backwitha5litrebottleofstillwater.Buzwetook

outthesciccorsandgotreadyforwar

Shadowtriedpushingthebottlethroughthebars

butitwasjusttoobig.

Shadow:Lookamgonnaopenthedoorandgive

youthewater,ofyoutryanythingstupidIwillblow

offyourbrainsareweclear?

Linda:Waterplease.

Shadowwasholdingthewaterbottleandagun,he

wentforthedoorthenputdownhisgunashe

fiddledwithhispocketstryingtofindthekey.

Shadow:Gotyou

Heputthebottledownandopenedthelock,before



hecouldevenreachforthewaterbottleBuzwehad

pulledthedoorandjumpedonhimstubbinghim

withthescissors.

Shadow:F*CK!Aaaarh!(Screamingwithpain)

Buzwe:Lindarun!

Lindagotupandgotoutthereasfastasshecould.

Shadowwasdownandbloodwasjustpouringout

fromhisstomach.Beingdrunkandbleeding

outpoweredhim.

Buzwegrabbedthekeysandgunandfollowed

Linda.

Buzwe:Wedon'thavemuchtime,thereotherscould

bebackanyminutefromnow.

Linda:AmgoingasfastasIcan.

Theyopenedthedoorthenranandrantilltheywere

atthegate.TheyopenedthegateandLinda

couldn'trananymore,shewastired.

Linda:Ican't,amtired

Buzwe:Lindacomeonwedon'thavetime.



Linda:Ireallycan'tgoonanylonger,golookforhelp

Iwillonlyholdyouback.

Buzwe:Okletmecarryyouabitfurthersoyoucan

hide.

BuzwecarriedLindaonhisbackandranasfastas

hecould.TheyranuntillBuzwewastired.

Linda:LeavemehereIwillhideinthebushestill

youcomebackwithhelp.

BuzweputLindadownunderatreeandhidher

undersomefallenbranches.

Buzwe:StayputIwillgogethelp,takethisgun.If

anyonegetsanycloseshot.

Buzwestartedrunningtakingtheroadheused

drivinghere.

PhindiwasmakingfoodandSthembisowas

makingplanstogodealwithdetectiveMndebele.

Phindi:WhatshouldImake,chickenorfish?

Sthe:Whateverhassaltamgame



Phindi:Ifeellikefish

Sthe:AmgoingtoShower,bedowninafew.

Sthembisoconnectedhisphonetothechargerand

wentupstairs.

Phindihadplansofherownforthephone.

Phindi:Iamgonnahavesomequalityalonetime

withmymanandthisbloodyphoneisn'tgonna

disturbthat.

Phindiattemptedtosilencethephonebutitwas

lockedsotheonlyoptionwastoopenit,takeoutthe

batterythemputitbackagain.Thephonewasoff

andPhindiwasallsmiles.

Laughingandplayingloudmusictheguyscame

backbutsomethingcaughttheirattention,thegate

wasopened.

Sledge:Scardidyoulockthegatewhenweleft?

Scar:YeahIdid

Sledge:Thenwhyisitopen



Fox:MaybeSthembisoishereyouknowhehates

gettingoutofhiscartolook..

Sledge:Maybe

ThecargotinandScarwenttolookthegate.They

unloadedthealcoholfromthebootandwalked

insideandthenboom!ThedoorwaswideopenYoo

Fox:Okguyssomethingisdefinitelyoffhere,guns

ready.

Theguysoutdownthealcoholandpositiontheir

guns,theyslowlywalkedin,onecoveringtheother

andoncetheywereinsideShallowwaslyingonthe

groundinapoolofblood.Thecageopenedand

prisonersgone.

Sledge:FuckShadow!

Scar:He'sbleeding,theystabbedhim.

Scargotontheground,tookouthisshirttotryand

stopthebleeding.

Scar:Hangintheremanwegonnagetyousome

help.

Fox:Wehavenotime,let'sgethimtothecar.Sledge



callSthembisoweinsomedeepshit!

FixandScarpickedupShadowandrushedhimto

thecar.SledgekeptcallingSthembisobuthis

numberjystwentstraighttovoicemail.

Sledge:It'sonvoicemailguys,whatdoIdo.

Fox:Calltherestoftheguysandtellthemtolook

forthosetwo.Skhumbuzoisgonnaeatustrustme.

Scar:IknewIshouldhavestayed.F*CK!

TheguysgotintothecarrushingtotakeShadowto

thehospital,SledgekepttryingSthembisooverand

overagainbutstillnothing.Hisphonewasoff.

Sledge:Lordwedead!

Palesawasintheloungethinkingveryhardabout

herfuture.

Palesa:Momhadbettermarrythatboyfriendof

her's,weneedhim.Amnotgonnagofrommayor's

daughtertoapauper.Never!Ifshedoesn'twant

himthenamgonnahavetomakeaplayforhim,one

wayortheotheriamgonnabeapartofthatfamily.



Khumalo:Youseemdeepinthought,whereis

VeronicaandCrystal?

Palesa:Crystalissleeping,Ihaven'tseenVeronica.

VeronicacamefromherroomjustasKhumalowas

abouttogolookforher.

Veronica:Looknomoresweetheart,amhere.

Khumalo:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Veronica:Inmyroomsearchingforsomerecipes

fordinner.

Khumalo:MmmIcan'twait.

Veronicaputonherapronandstartedpreparingfor

dinner.

Khumalo:Amgonnasitrighthereandwatchyou

workyourmagic,youlooksosexyinthatkitchen.

Palesa:Andthat'smyqueuetoleave,I'llbeupstairs

isanyoneneedsme

PalesawentupstairsleavingKhumaloandVeronica

flirtingwitheachother.

Palesa:Dadhasalreadymovedon,momhadbetter



dothesameandmarryRaymond.Sheneedshim

andIneedhimtoo,asforCrystalamgonnatake

himtoherfather.It'shightimeIgotmylifebackon

trackandamnotgonnabestoppedbyababywhile

herfathergoesonwithlife.Never!

AfterhoursofrunningBuzwewasfinallyonthe

mainroadtryingtostoppassingcars,notthatthere

weremanycarspassingbyasitwasalreadylate

butaftercountlessfailedattemptsacarfinally

stoppedandBuzwegotrightin.

Insidetheircarwasanoldman

Driver:Whyareyouontheroadthistimeofnight

andwhyareyoupanting?

Buzwe:Igothighjacked,theytookmycar.Thank

youforstoppingforme

Driver:Youseemedlikeadecentgentleman,so

whereareyougoing?

Buzwe:Thenearestpolicestationwilldosir.Thank

youagain.



ThecartookoffwithBuzwebreathingheavylikea

dogfromarmytraining.Thecarfinallypulledup

outsidethepolicestation

Driver:Hopetheyfindyourcar

Buzwe:Thankyousir,thankyou

Buzwegotoffandwentinsidethepolicestation

Skhumbuzo'screwwasouteverywheresearching

forBuzweandLinda,alotoflivesdependedon

themfindingthosetoo.Sthembiso'sphonewasstill

offasthevolcanowasabouttoerupt.Skhumbuzo

wasawayonhoneymoon.

Nkosiandhiswifehadjustfinishedbreakfastand

Thobilewasonherwaytoworkwhenthekingof

Emajubaarrivewithhisguards.Thobilegreetedas

shewalkedtohercar.

Nkosiwelcomehisguestsandstraighttheywentto

sitinthethroneroom.

Nkosi:Amsureit'sgonnaraintoday,avisitfromthe

kingofEmajubahimself.



Buthelezi:EnoughpraisesNkosiIneedtoknow

what'sgoingon??

Nkosi:Goingon?Amafraididon'tknowwhatyou

mean?

Buthelezi:WhyisZevilebackhome,pregnant

withoutyoudiscussinganythingwithmeNkosi?

Nkosi:Wellmyin-lawasyourwifemighthavetold

you,toomuchhashappened.Welosttheprince

thenImarriedanotherwife.Iwasstillplanningto

cameseeyousowecantalk.

Buthelezi:Wellthen,tripsaved.Amherenowsotalk.

Nkosi:YourwifemighthavetoldyouthatZevileus

pregnant

Buthelezi:LeavemywifeoutofthisNkosi,youtell

mewhat'sgoingon.

Nkosi:Thethingismyin-law,Icommittedadultery

andiknowImustpayhenceIsaidIneedtimeto

planaccordinglydoIcancometoyou.

Buthelezi:YouspeakingChineseNkosi.Howdoes

youradulteryhavetodowithmydaughter?



Nkosi:Zevileiscarryingmybabies

KingButhelezigotuplikethechairwasonfire,he

gaveNkosiaveryscarylook.

Buthelezi(pointingatNKOSI)AMANYALA!You

sleptwithyourowndaughterandyoucallthat

adulteryNkosi!Iswearonthegod'sofmykingdom

andmylatefather.Iwillmakeyoupay,ngizosivala

nyalesgodlo!

Nkosi:Myin-lawpleasesitdownandweresolve

thislikeking's,IamplanningonmarryingZevileas

mywife.

Buthelezi:Idonotwantyourmoneyordirty

cows,buttrustmeyouwillgetwhat'scomingtoyou.

Notwithmydaughter!

KingButhelezistormedoutifthehousehouseand

gotintothecar.

Thebattlelinesweredrawnbetweenthetwo

kingdomsandonlywisdomwasgonnabearvictory.
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KhumalowasbusysettingthetablewhileVeronica

putfinaltouchestodinner,Khumalowashappythat

therewasawomaninthehouseandtogivethe

housethathomelytouch.

Khumalo:Palesagetdownhere,dinnerisreadyor

you'llfindthepotsempty(shouting)

Veronica:Someoneishungrytoday

Khumalo:Mystomachisevensinginghymnsjust

bylookingatthepots.

Veronica:Hopeyou'llfindlikethefood

Khumalo:Smellsdevine,definitelyI'lllikeit.



ThefoodwasservedandPalesacamedownstairs

andsatatthetable.

Palesa:Youknowyoudidn'thavetobreakwindows

shoutingforme.

Veronica:Yourfatherwasjusttoohungry,he'sina

hurrytoeat.

Palesa:Amherenow,let'seatthen

Veronicajoinedinandsatastheydishedupthe

food.Khumalotookaspoonfulandhiseyespopped

upasthefoodhithismouth,Palesatookherbite

andspitouteverythingonthetable.

Palesa:JeezVeronica!Areyoutryingtokillus?

Khumalo:It'snotthatbadmylove,justgoeasyon

thesaltnexttime

Veronica:IthoughtImemorisedtherecipewellmy

love,amsorry.

Palesa:It'snotjustthesaltdad,it'severything.The

salt,curry,Cayennepepper,paprika!Everythingis

justtoomuch.Evendogscan'teatthis!

Palesagotupformthetableandwenttoopenthe



fridgebuttherewasnothing.

Veronica:Ijustcookedthelastmeat,there'snothing

inthere.

Palesa:Cookedwhat!?Youruinedthefoodandnow

wegonnagotobedhungry.

Khumalo:Amsuretheresomethingwecaneat

babygirl.Weallmakemistakes

Palesa:Nowimissmom.Mxm

Palesastormedoutofthedinningroomheadingto

herroom.

Veronicawassoembarrassedsittingatthetable

withKhumalowhokeptplayingwithhisfood.

Khumalowasangryanddisappointedandhewas

hungrytoo

Veronica:AmsurewecaneatthisthentomorrowI

cangoshopping

Khumalo:EatwhatVeronica,thisstewtasteslike

oldsockssoakedinspices,thericeisovercooked.

I'llhavesomecereal

Veronica:Howaboutsomedessertthenamsure



yougonnalikeit

VeronicawasteasingKhumalowithherfeetunder

thetable,butKhumalowasn'thavingittoday.Hegot

upfromthetableandwenttogetsomecerealand

satinthekitchen.

Veronica:Comeonbabyyoualwaysinthemoodfor

dessert.

Khumalo:WithwhatenergyV?Amhungry.

Khumalofinishedhiscereal,puthisplateinthesink

andwenttobedleavingVeronicaalone.

Veronicaatethericecausethestewwas

terrible,shewashedthedishesafterthrowingaway

therestofthefoodthenwenttoherownbedroom

causeshewasn'tsureifKhumalowantedherinhis

bedroomtonight..

Khumalo:Godwhatpunishmentisthis!WhatamI

todowithawomanwhocanevencookrice

properly,simplegrainsofrice.

Khumalofinallyfixedoffafterbattlingwithhismind

overVeronica.



Iwatchedasthesunturnedorangepreparingtoset

andshineontheotherside,Ihadnowheretogoand

hadonlyR200inmypocket.

Nokubonga:Wheretofromhere,whodoIturnto

now.Nofamily,nofriends,nopalaceandnocrown.

Tearsrolleddownthequeen'sfaceasshesatnext

toherbagsunderatreeneartheroad.

Itwasalmostdarkwhenanolderladypleaseassed

bytheroad,shelookedinherlatefortiesandshe

waspushingawheelbarrowwiththingsinside.She

sawNokubongathenstopped

Women:Whyareyousittingheresolate,it'snot

safehere.

Nokubonga:Iwashopingforataxi

Women:Yougonnahavetogobackhomenow

causetaxisthislateyou'llneverfindandtheynever

camethisside.Youaregonnahavetogodownto

themainroad

Nokubonga:Idon'tbelievehaveahome,myfather



justsentmeaway.

Women:Ooohamsosorrytohearthat,getupand

comewithmeIcan'tleaveyouhere.

Nokubonga:Thankyousomuch.

Nokubongawipedoffhertearsandpickedupher

bagsfollowingthewoman.

Woman:MynameisBulelwawhoareyou?

Nokubonga:Nokubongaandthanksagainfor

takingmein.

Bulelwa:Amawomanlikeyouandmyheartjust

wouldn'tallowmeleaveyouthereallbyyourself.

NokubongaandBulelwawerechattinginthewayto

Bulelwahouse.

Nokubonga:Sowhereareyoucomingfromthislate?

Bulelwa:Downthemainroad,Isellfruitsand

veggiesdownthe.

Nokubonga:Isee.Areyounotmarried?

Bulelwa:Widowed.Myhusbandpassedawaylast

yearandIwasaccusedofkillinghimthenIwas



banishedfrommyvillage.Enoughaboutme,tellme

aboutyouMN

Nokubonga:Ourstoriesarealmostthesamebut

myhusbandisverymuchalive.Hemarriedanew

wifeandIwassentpacking.

Bulelwa:Suchacruelworld.

Bulelwalivedinatworoomedhousejustoutside

Nokubonga'svillage.Shehadadaughternamed

Nikiwe19andworkedaroundthevillagehelping

withpeople'slaundrytohelphermother.

BulelwaandNokubongagottothehouseand

Nikiwehadalreadycooked,theygotintothehouse

andNikiwewenttogetthestockinsidethehouse.

Bulelwa:MydaughterthisisNokubonga,Ifoundher

downtheroadandIjusthadtobringherhome.

Nikiwe:It'sokmother,everyoneneedsahelping

hand.I'llgobringthefood.

Nokubonga:She'ssuchawellmanneredyounggirl.

Bulelwa:Sheis.

Nikiwecamebackwiththefood,gavetheelders



thensatdowntoeat.Onthemenuwaspapand

mashedpotatoesandNokubongawasn'tfamiliar

withsuchbutshewashungrysosheate.

Nikiwe:MotherIthinkIsavedupenoughmoneyto

gotothecity.Ishallleaveovertheweekend.

Bulelwa:TheLordshallgowithyoumydaughter

andIknowyourfatherislookingdownonus.

TheyareandNikiwewenttodothedisheswhile

BulelwapreparedaplacetosleepforNokubonga.

Nikiwe:Auntycanhavemymattress,I'llsleepon

thefloor.

Bulelwa:Iexpectnothinglessfromyoumy

daughter.TheyallwenttobedwhileNokubonga

wasre-evaluatingherlife.

Nokubonga:Ihavetofindsomethingtodo,maybe

joinBulelwainhersellingbusiness.Onewayorthe

otherIhavetorebuildmylife.

Sleepcreptinandeveryonewasofftolalaland.

Sthewasdoneshoweringsohecamedownstairs



straighttohisphone.

Sthe:Smellsgooddownhere

Phindi:Allthebestformyfuturehusband.

Sthe:Husband,me!That'sadream

Sthembisopickeduphisphonethenhiseyes

changedwhenhediscoveredthathisphoneisoff.

Sthe:Whyismyphoneoff?

Phindi:JustletthatphonebeSthembiso,comesit

dowecaneat.

Sthe:WhyismyphoneoffPhindi?

Phindi:Mybeit'sthebatteryIdon'tknow.Whyare

yousoobsessedwiththatphone,amhere

Sthe:Betterplaythatnooneimportantcalledor

Godhelpyouyougonnaseeaverydarksideofme.

Phindi:You!

Sthembisoswitchedonhisphoneandhehad17

missedcallsfromScarandthreevoicemessage.

Helistenedtothevoicemessagesandhewas



fumingwithanger

Sthe:Nonono!

Phindi:What'sgoingonSthembiso?Comeeat

Sthembisoreachedforhiscarkeysandwentfor

thedoor.

Phindi:WhereareyougoingSthembiso?

SthembisoturnedaroundandfacedPhindiwiththe

mostscariesteyes.

Sthe:Iwantyoutogetdressedandleavemyhouse

thisminute!

Phindi:Sthembisotalktome.

Sthe:Thatphoneyouswitchedoffforyourselfish

reasonswillbethelastthingyoueverswitchoffin

yourlife.LeaveMyhousenow.Infactdon'tbother

gettingdressed,youlikegoingaroundnakedsoout!

Phindijuststoodthereshockedastowhatisgoing

on,Sthembisowalkedtoherandgrabbedherbythe

wristpullingheroutsidethenlockedthedoor.

Sthe:BetterbeoutsidethegatebeforeIgettothe



gate.

Sthembisoopenedthegarage,tookoutthecar

Phindi:HowamItogethome?

Sthe:Youareawomanwithmanyplansamsure

you'llfindaway.Betteryetsellmyt-shirt,it'sworth

morethanenough.

Sthembisoclosedthewindowanddroveoffleaving

Phindistandingjustthere.

Sthembisogottothegateandspoketotheguards

Sthe:There'salandscaperinsidetheyard,when

she'sdoneviewingthehouseshowherout.

Sthembisodroveoffrushingtothewarehouse.

Sthe:Skhumbuzoisgonnakillme,godsofourland

amgonnaeatsoilanddustifIdon'tfindthose

chickens.AsforPhindiamgonnakillhermyself.

Sthembisocalledscar

Scar:Sthembiso

Sthe:Howdid4monkeyslikey'allallowsuch

nonsensetohappen,doyouhaveanyideawhat



you'vejustdone?Wherethehellareyouguys?

Scar:Weatthehospitalbuttherestoftheguysare

alloversearchingforthem.

Sthe:Betterprayorhellwithvisithellnextweek.

Sthembisoendedthecallandmadeothercallsto

getotherguysonthelookout.

Buzwegottothepolicestationandwentstraightto

thehelpdesk.

Buzwe:PleaseIneedhelp,wewereheldcaptiveand

theladyisinjuredandintrouble.Youneedtohelp

ustheseguysaredangerous.

Buzwewasinapanickingandtheofficeratthehelp

deskdidn'tevenmindhim

Police:Sirdoyouseethosepeoplebehindyou?

Buzwe:YesIseethembutthisisamatteroflifeand

death,theseguysaredangerousandtheyareonour

trail.

Police:Backinlinesirplease,waityourturn.



Buzwe:Officerplease

Thepoliceofficercontinuedwhateverhewasdoing

andBuzwefoundaseatandjoinedtheline.

DetectiveMndebelecameoutofherofficeonher

wayhomeandheardthenoiseatthehelpdesk.

Mndebele:What'sallthiscommotionabout?

Police:Justanotherdrunklowlifetryingtomake

himselfspecial.

Buzwegotupagainandwentbacktothehelpdesk.

Buzwe:SiramnotdrunkIamadoctorandIwas

heldcaptive.

Mndebele:Okoksir,followmetomyofficeplease

Mndebelewascuriousafterhearingtheword

doctorsoBuzwefollowedher.

Mndebele:OkDocwhatdoyousayhappened.

Buzwe:LikeIsaidwerewereheldcaptiveandthe

ladyIwaswithisbadlyhurt.TheycutoffLLher

finger.

Mndebele:Siramgonnaneedyoutocomedown



andtellmeexactlywhathappened.Whoheldyou

captive?

Buzwe:Skhumbuzoandhistwin,theylockedusina

cageandcutoffLinda'sfingers.

Mndebele:DidyoujustsaySkhumbuzo,asin

SkhumbuzoZungu?

Buzwe:YeshimandIhidLindainthebushes,she

needshelp.

Mndebele:ThankyouJesus!Sircanyoutakeus

there?

Buzwe:Yes

Mndebelewassmilingasshemadeacallfromher

office,shewasfinàllygonnaputthefinalnailon

Skhumbuzo.

Mndebele:IhavealeadonSkhumbuzoZungu,am

gonnaneedbackupnow.

SheputdownthephoneandwalkedoutwithBuzwe.

MndebeleandBuzwegotintothecarandsodid

halfthepolicestation.



Leowasjustreportinginfordutyashesawthe

carsdriveoff

Leo:Whereiseveryonegoing?

Hewasaskingatthehelpdesk

Police:SomethingaboutaSkhumbuzoZungu

holdingsomeguyhostageinacage.Don'thave

enoughinfojustthatMndebeleishellbenton

arrestingthisguy.

Leorushedtohisofficeandmadeacall

Leo:Sthembisowehavetrouble.Thereare4police

vansheadingtowardsthewarehouse.

Sthembiso:Fuck!OkI'llthinkofsomething.

Leo:Isaygoovertoskhumbuzo'sandplay

Skhumbuzothenwe'llfiguretherestbefore

Skhumbuzocomesback

Sthe:ThanksLeo

Sthembisoendedthecallandnowturnedthecar

aroundtohistwinshousetoawaithisarrest.

SthembisoZunguwasabouttoplaySkhumbuzo



Zungu.

KingButheleziwasfumingwhenhegotbacktohis

kingdom,hedidn'tevensitdown.

King:Iwantthatchildofyoursoutofmyhouseand

backtoherin-lawsthisveryminute!

Queen:What'sgoingonandwhoisshe?

King:Zevile.Iwantheroutofthispalacenow!

Queen:Soshe'smychildnow?

King:Nodaughterofminewouldsleepwithherown

fatherinlawandgetpregnantbyhim.

Queen:Zevileisjustachildandshewasstill

grievingandNkositookadvantage.

King:Idon'tcarewhotookadvantageofwho,Iwant

yourdaughterout.

Queen:Butmykingshe's

King:Ihavespoken!

Thekingstormedoutheadingtohischambers.



Queen:DamnitNkosi,youaresostupid.WheredoI

takeZevilenow?

ThequeenheadedupstairstogopackforZevile.

Theplanwastotakehertotheoracletilltheycome

upwiththesacrifice.
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Sthembisowasonhiswaytohistwin'shousewhen

hislegalsidefinallykickedin.Heturnedthecar

aroundandspeedofftothewarehousewhile

callingFox.

Fox:Sthembisothingsain'tlookinggood,the

doctorssayShadowhaslostalotofblood.



Sthe:He'sgonnalosehistonguetooify'alldon'tget

outofthereandfindthosetwo.Calltheguysatthe

warehouseandtellthemtolockthegatesandletno

oneintillIgetthere.

Fox:Why,what'sgoingon?

Sthe:FoxdoIsoundlikeaminthemoodforachat

withyou?Justcalltheguys!

Fox:Okthen

Sthembisowasdrivingsofasthecouldhaveas

wellbeflying.

Foxmanagetogettotheguysjustaminutesoon

causejustafterthatphonecallfouroverloaded

policevanspulledupoutsidethewarehouse.The

guyslockedthegatesandmaintainedtheircoollike

professionalstheywere.Theofficersapproached

thegatesandweremeetwithresilience.

Mndebele:Gentleman,kindlyopenthegates.We

hereonofficialpolicebusiness.

Guy1:Mrsofficerwewouldreallyliketohelp

you,butwecan't



Mndebele:Can'torwon't?Causeamwithinmy

rightstouseforceifIhavetotogetinsidethat

warehouse!

Guy2:Thisisprivatepropertyofficers,ratherarrest

usforobstructionofjustice.Younotcominginthis

building.

JustthenlikeastormSthembisopulledoutand

pulledoutagrandperformance.

Mndebele:Finallysomeonewhocanhelpus.

Pleasetellyourgoon'stoopenthisgatewehave

reasontobelieveacrimewascommittedinsidethis

building.

Sthe:(smiling)Eveningofficer,wemeetagain.How

mayIbeofhelponthisverypleasantevening?

Mndebele:IsthisyourbuildingMrZungu?

Sthe:Oneofmany,areyouinterestedinbuying?

Mndebele:LikeIsaidbefore,wehavereasonto

believethatacrimewascommittedinthisbuilding

nowtellyourguystoopensowecaninvestigate.

Sthe:Withpleasure,justassoonasyoushowme



yourwarrant.

Mndebele:MrZunguamsureyouareareasonable

man,justallowustakealookinsideandwellbeout

ofyourhair.

Sthe:Yourwarrantofficerorleavemyproperty

beforeIcallyoursuperiorsandhavey'allcharged

withtrespassing.

Mndebele:Nowamevenmoreconvincedthat

somethingishappeninghere,trustmewewillbe

backwiththatwarrantandwewillcatchyou.

Sthe:Thatofficergivesmetheentireweekendto

haveadecentshowerand6propermealsbefore

youobtainthatwarrantonMonday,seeingthat

todayisFriday.

Mndebele:Somuchinformationaboutthe

system,areyouSkhumbuzoorSthembiso?

Sthe:Whichonewouldyoulikemetobeofficer?I

playbothpartsverywell.

Mndebele:Gentlemanlet'sgo,weshallbeback

thou.Youcancountonthat.



Sthe:MybeIshouldtakeyououtfordinner

tomorrow,youlooklikeyoucouldusewithabitof

meat.

Mndebele:Mxm!

Theofficersgotintotheirvansanddroveoffwith

theirtailsbetweentheirlegs,Buzwewasterrified

thatSkhumbuzowasn'tarrested.

Buzwe:He'sgonnakillme,thatmanisamonster.

Officer1:Thecommanderisgonnabefuriousthat

wecompromisedthecaseandwenttherewithouta

warrant.

Mndebele:Andwho'sgonnatellhim,you?

Buzwe:Amserioushe'sgonnakillme,he'scapable

anything.

Mndebele:Icouldspeaktothecommanderto

arrangewitnessesprotectionforyouandyour

family.

Buzwe:Witnessprotection?How'sthatgonna

protectmefromaguylikeSkhumbuzo?

Mndebele:WitnessprotectionisallIcanofferyou



fornow,nowWheredidyousayyourotherfriendis?

Weneedthebothofyousafeandsoundforthis

casetoholdwater.

BuzwepointedthemtowerehehidLindaandthey

stoppedthevansandwenttofindher.

Luckilytheyfoundherbutshehadpassedout.

Theycalledanambulancetocomefetchherand

Buzwewastakenhome.

Sthe:NowIneedy'alltoshakeyourheadsvery

goodsothatwhatamabouttosaynowsinksin.

Guys:Welistening

Sthe:Iwantthiswarehousetoturnintoashes

tonightandnothingshallbeleftofit.Isthatclear?

Guys:Veryclear

Sthe:Burnittothegroundthencallrubble

removers,IwantthisplaceclearlikeGodjust

createdit.Iwillbebackinthemorningtocheck.

Sthembisogotintohiscaranddroveoffbreathinga

sightofrelief.Theguysstartedonthemission



destroyevidenceandtheysetthewarehouseonfire.

Sthe:TomorrowIwilldealwithBuzweandthat

skinnyofficer.Lindawillbemylastmission.

Sincemomleftlifehasbeenlonely,nofriendandno

onetotalkto.IknowthismightsoundcrazybutI

evenmissTaliawithherdramaandmaybeIshould

callherandaskhertobringthebabyforavisitbut

maybeIshouldcallNdoniandreachout,despite

everythingshe'sonebestfriendI'veeverhead.

Nolithafinallygatheredenoughcourageandcalled

herlongtimefriend.

Ndoni:HiNolitha,longtime.

Noli:Himyfriend,longtimeindeed.That'swhyam

calling.Iwasthinkingwecouldgooutforicecream

andcatchup.

Ndoni:AmnotaroundatthemomentbutIwillbe

backbyMonday,willcallyou.

Noli:Ok.ListenNdoniamreallysorryforeverything

forwhatit'sworthImissus.



Ndoni:LikeIsaidbefore,amwaypasteverything.I

missustoo.

Noli:Icecreamitisthenassoonasyouback.

Ndoni:YeahandIalsohavesomuchtotellyou.

Noli:Byethen

ThecallwasendedandSkhumbuzogavehiswifea

concernedlook.

Ndoni:What?

Skhu:WasthatNolitha?

Ndoni:Yesitwas

Skhu:Thatgirlandherfamilygivemechills,am

alwaysuneasyatthementionoftheirname.

Ndoni:Peoplechangemyloveandeveryone

deservesasecondchance.

Skhu:ForhersakeIreallyhopeshe'schanged

causeifnot,Lordhelpher.

Ndoni:Stopwhiningandmassagethatback.

Skhu:Youreallyareenjoyingthisneh?



Ndoni:It'swhatthedoctorordered,offmyfeetand

relaxing.

Skhu:Doyouthinkweshouldextendourstay?

Ndoni:Iwouldlovethatbutwecan't,wehavelives

backhome.Butthisplaceissopeacefulwe

definitelycomingbackafterIgivebirth.

Skhu:Speakingofbirthwehavesomuchtogo

over,westillneedtogetthemnanniesanddiscuss

yourbirthplan.

Ndoni:Whereyoureallyseriousaboutgettingeach

oneapersonalnanny?

Skhu:Seriousaslabourpains

Ndoni:Aveunedramalove.

Skhumbuzowasgivinghiswifeabackmassage

whilehiswifewassnackingonapple'sdippedin

peanutbutter.

Ndoniwasalreadyshowingasshewasnow6

monthsgone.



Phindirefusedtoleaveuntillshegetsallthe

answerssheneedfromherboyfriend,shewas

waitingoutsidethegatewhenSthegotback.He

rolleddownhiswindowandstaredather.

Sthe:Iseeyoustillhere

Phindi:Andamnotgoinganywhereuntillyoutell

mewhat'sgoingon.

Sthe:Getinthecar

Phindigotinthecarandtheydroveintogether,

Sthembisoopenedthegarageandparkedthecar

andtheywalkedthroughthegaragedoorintothe

house.

Phindi:IneedtoknowSthembiso,whyareyouthis

heartlesstowardsme,whathaveIdone?

Sthembisosatdownonthecouchandcrossedhis

legs.

Sthe:IloveyouorshouldIsayIlovethepersonI

thoughtyouwere.

Phindi:Whatdoyoumean?

Sthe:Youusedtobesosweetandinnocent,



laughedatallmysillyjokesandyouwereyou.

Phindi:Istilldon'tfollow,Iamstillthesame.

Sthe:Noyounot,youarelikeadogwithabone.If

younottryingtobeNdoniyouaretryingtobemy

mother.

Phindi:Iwouldn'tbetryingsohardtobelikeNdoni

ifyounotalwaystalkingabouther,Ndoniisso

sweet,Ndoniissodecent,Ndoniisperfect.Ndoniis

everything!AmtiredSthembiso,whataboutme?

Whenareyougonnapayattentiontome?

Sthe:Thenshestartsshouting!

Phindi:Amnotshouting

Sthe:Ndoniismysisterin-law,she'smarriedtomy

twinbrotherandyesshe'ssweetcauseshe'snot

tryingtobesomeoneelse.

Phindi:Doyouloveher,Imeandoyouwishshewas

yours?

Sthe:Iwishyoucouldjusttoneitdownabit,allow

metomissyou,stopthrowingyourselfatmeevery

secondyouget.



Phindi:Onlyifyoupromiseyou'llgivemethe

attentionIdeserve

Sthe:I'lltry.Nowcanyousitdownpleaseyou

givingmeheartburn.

Phindi:Fine

PhindisatnexttoSthembisoandheputhisarm

aroundher.

Sthe:Youalsoneedtowearmoredecent,Ihategirls

whodresslikeescorts.

Phindi:FineSthembiso.Newstart

Sthe:Newstart

It'searlySaturdaymorningandNikiwehadherbags

packedandreadytoleavethevillagetothecityof

lights.

Bulelwa:Iwishyoucouldstayherewithmeforever

butIknowthat'snotpossible.Yourfutureiswayto

brightforyoutobestuckhere.

Nikiwe:Iwillmakeyouproudmamaanduwillbe



back.

Bulelwa:Howareyougettingtothecity?

Nikiwe:Bab'Ndwandweisdeliveringorangesatthe

citytodaysohe'lldropmeoffatthecity.

Bulelwa:Becarefulmyangelandrememberwhy

youareleavinghome.

AhooterwentoffoutsideandBulelwasaidher

finalgoodbyestoherdaughterassherushedtothe

vanoutside.Ndwandwewaswithanothermanso

Nikiwehoopedinthebagwithherbagsandmade

spaceinbetweentheoranges.Offtheydrovetothe

city

Nokubonga:Don'tworthshelookslikeadecent

younglady,she'llbeok

Bulelwa:Ireallyhopeso.Timeformetoalsoget

readyforwork,areyougonnabeokalone?

Nokubonga:IwasthinkingmaybeIshouldcome

withyou,learnathingortwoaboutbusiness.

Bulelwa:WithNikiweofftothecityMybeyou

shouldgodoherwork.



Nokubonga:Where?

Bulelwa:Iwillshowyouthehouses,shedidlaundry

andwashedblankets.Theydon'tpaymuchbutit

putsfoodonthetable.

Nokubonga:Okletmegetreadythen.

Nokubongawasrockbottom,lifewasdealingher

terribleblows.Fromqueentomaid.

InthemorningSthembisohadhisdayplannedand

nothingwasgonnaderailhismisdion,heneededto

eliminateBuzweandsilencedetectiveMndebele

onceandforall.

Phindi:It'stooearlySthembiso,it'sSaturdayandI

washopingwewouldstayin.

Sthe:Don'tyouhaveworktogettoPhindi?

Phindi:ButMybeIdon'tneedtoworkanymore

seeingthatweworkedthingsoutbetweenus.

Sthe:Youknownothingsayssexylikean

independentwoman,unlikealiability.



Phindi:Wow!

Sthe:Amsorryifthatcomeoutwrong,younota

liability.Nowgetupandlet'sgo.Youneedtobeat

work.

Phindi:Fine

PhindigotupandSthembisowasalreadydressed

sotheywentdownstairsandtothecaranddrove

out.

Phindi:Younotworkingtodaysowhereareyou

rushingto?

Sthe:Birdwatching

Ndwandwe:UyiphatheKahlendodakazi,kusegoli

LanaYonkersintoiyashesha.

Nikiwe:NgyabongaBaba,Iwillbegood.

Nikiwewasdroppedoffbytherobotsandthecan

driveoffcauseitwasalreadylateforadeliveryat

oneofthecitysupermarkets.

Nikiwesturdytimeinthecity,somanycarsand



peoplemindingtheirownbusiness.

Nikiwelookedtotheleft,totherightandcrossedbut

beforeshecouldtakeherfifthstep,boom!

Carswerehooting,tyresscreechingonthetarand

Nikiwebagsonthegroundnexttoher

Phindi:IMG!Youkilledher!Driveoffpleasequickly,I

don'twannagotojail.

Sthe:AreyoucrazyPhindi's,areyoumad?

Sthembisogotoutifthecarandwenttothelady

whowaslayinglifelessintheground.

Sthe:Ma'amareyouok,canyouhearme?Phindi

callanambulance!

SthembisolookedatNikiweandsomethingstuckin

hismind,notsurewhatbutSthembisoforgotabout

hisothermissions.Allthatwasimportantwas

gettingthisladytohospital.

Theambulancearrivedandthepolicetoo.

Sthe:LookPhindiIhavetogowiththeambulance

tothehospitalandmakesureshe'sokthengo

makeastatementatthepolicestation.



Phindi:WhatareyousayingSthembiso?

SthembisogavePhindia200Randnote

Sthe:Catchataxi,I'llseeyoulater.

Phindi:ReallySthembiso,ataxi?!

PhindigotoutofthecarandSthembisogotin

followingtheambulance.

Phindi:Imustbecursed,firstNdoniandnotit'sthis

farmgirl!
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IfindmyselfhandwashingblanketsforR25

each,after6blanketsamwastedtiredandIwonder

howsuchayounggirllikeNikiwemanaged.

FinallyIgetpaidforworkdoneandIdragmytired

achingbodybackhometilloneladystopsmeon

theway.

Lady:Sawubonasisi(Hello)

Nokubonga:Hi

Lady:AmsorrytostopyoubutIsawyouwashing

blanketsoppositemyhome.

Nokubonga:Oohyes,Iwas.Doyouneedmetodo

somethingforyou?

Lady:Wellmymotherisverygrownupandistayiñ

thecityduetowork,soIneedsomeonetocomein3

timesaweektocleananddolaundry.

Nokubonga:Iwouldbehappytohelp,whendoyou

wantmetostart?

Lady:Comebythehousetomorrowmorningsowe

cangooveryourdutiesanddiscussyourpay.



Nokubonga:Iwillbetheresisi,oppositethe

Khuzwayo'syousaid?

Lady:Yesthatwhitebighouse.

Nokubonga:I'llseeyoutomorrowmorning.

Lady:Letmenotkeepyouthen,seeyoutomorrow.

Nokubonga:Byema'am.

Theladieswentontheirdifferentdirections.

Nokubonga:Iguessthisisitthen,Nokubongathe

maid.livemylifewhileyoucanThobile,Iwillbe

back.

NokubongawalkedbacktoBulelwa'shouseandas

tiredasshewasshehadtogetstartedonthefood

seeingthatBulelwawasn'tbackyet.

Iwasfrustratedandmaybeangry,Ihavebeen

callingRaymondallnightandheisn'ttakingmy

callsontheotherhandKhumalohasalreadymoved

onandforgotaboutme,afteryearsofmarriage

anotherwomanislivinginmyhouse.



Hlengiwepacingupanddowntheroommake

anothercalltoRaymondandfinallyheanswered.

Razor:Hlengiweit's8amwhatdoyouwant?

Hlengiwe:WhatdoIwantRaymond!?I'vebeen

callingyouallnightlastnight,wherewereyou?

Razor:Ihaveaheadacheandnotinthemoodfor

yourlongconversations.

Hlengiwe:Thereasonyouhaveaheadacheis

becauseyouwalkedoutofhereandwentdrinking.

Razor:Hlengiweplease

Hlengiwe:Comebythehotelweneedtotalk,please.

Razor:Fine

Razorpulledthecoversoverhisheadandwent

backtosleepafterthedrinkingspreehehadlast

nightlefthimwithamassiveheadache.

Veronicawokeupveryearlytodaytryingtoredeem

herselfoverthedinnerdisasterlastnight.

Veronica:It'sjustoatsright,youcan'tmessthatup



Veronica!Justreadtheinstructionsontheboxand

you'llbeok.

VeronicawasbusyinthekitchenasKhumalocame

pastthekitchenalreadydressedupandwithhis

briefcaseinhand

Veronica:Mylove,youalldressedupsoearlyinthe

morning.Whereareyougoing?

Khumalo:Morning.Afriendtoldmeaboutan

openingatthemunicipalitysoamgoingtoputmy

namedownfortheposition.

Veronica:OhIsee,butmaybeyoushouldsitfor

breakfast,theinstructionsontheboxsays3

minutes.Ammakingoats.

Khumalo:Soyouneedinstructionstomakeoats?

Veronica:IjustwantedtomakesureIdon'tmess

up.

Khumalo:Ifyousayso,anywayamfineI'llgrab

somethingontheway.

Veronica:Oh!Areyousure?

Khumalo:Tellmydaughteriwillbebacksoon.Bye.



Veronica:Byemylove

KhumalorushedoutleavingVeronicafinishingwith

breakfast.

Veronica:It'stimeslikethesewereImissmyold

life,wehadeverythingbackinthedays.Money,cars

andmaids.

PalesacomedownstairswithbabyCrystalandput

heronthecouch.

Palesa:CanyoupleaselookafterCrystalformeI

needtoquicklygototheshopsandit'swindy.

Veronica:Doilooklikeanannytoyou?

Palesa:Doesthislooklikeasquattercamp?

Veronica:Pardon!?

Palesa:Isaidafterthepoisonousdinneryoumade

lastnight,watchingCrystalcouldscoreyoupoints

withmydad.

Veronica:2hours.Ifyounotbackbythenthen

you'llfindyourbabyatthegate.

Palesa:Herbottleisinthefridge,warmitup



Palesakissedherbabyonthecouchthenwentout

Veronica:Spoiltbrat!

Sthembisowasatthehospitalwaitingtofindout

howthegirlsheknockedoverwas,thewaitwas

takingforeverandSthembisowasgettingimpatient.

AnursepassedbyandSthestoppedher.

Sthe:Sisterplease,there'sayoungladywhowas

justbroughtin.Shewasknockeddownbyacar,do

youknowhowsheis?

Nurse:Areyoufamilysir?

Sthe:Iwouldn'tbesittinghereifIwasn'tfamily,how

isshe?

Nurse:Amafraidyougonnahavetowaitforthe

doctorsir,Ican'ttellyoumuch.

Sthe:Ourtaxmoneydoingdownthedrainpaying

cluelesspeople!

Nurse:SorrysirIdidnotrunanyoneoverwithmy

carsodonottakeoutyourfrustrationsonme.



Sthe:Ladypleasedonotgetstartedwithme!What

kindofacarwouldyouaffordwithyoursalary?

Nowgetmesomeonewhoknowssomething

Nurse:Mxm

ThenursewalkedawayandSthembiso'sphone

rang.

Sthe:What!?

Fox:AmsorryifIcaughtyouatabadtimebutIwas

justcheckingifyoustillcomingtocheckthesite?

Sthe:Isthereanythingtosee?

Fox:Ifyoulookingforlandtobuildthenthisisthe

placetobe.Clean,clearandempty

Sthe:GoodI'lldropby,amstillbusywithsomething.

Fox:WhataboutLindaandBuzwe?

Sthe:I'lldealwiththosetwomyself,telltheboysto

gohome

Fox:Thanks

Thecallwasendedjustasthedoctorwascoming

outofthewardNikiwewastakeninto



Sthe:Dochowisshe?

Doc:Areyoufamilysir?

Sthe:Yeahcousin

Doc:Amafraidit'snotgood,shesufferedamajor

concussionandswellingtothebrainandafew

brokenribs.

Sthe:AmstillnothearingyouDoc,speakEnglish

please.

Doc:Wehadtoputherunderinducedcomato

reduceswelling,thenwecanseetheextentofher

injuries.

Sthe:Issheinanypain?

Doc:Nosirshe'snotjustprayforher.

Sthe:CanIseeherplease

Doc:Youcan

SthembisofollowedthedoctortowhereNikiwewas

andthedoctorleft.

Sthe:Whoareyoumylady?WhodoIcallandhow

doIfindyourfamily?



Amnotsureifyoucanhearmebutifyoucan

please,justwakeup.

Sthembisojuststoodthereforawhileholding

Nikiwe'shand,hefinallykisseditandplacediton

thebed.

Sthe:Amsorry.AmgonnastepoutforawhilebutI

willbeback.

Sthembisosteppedoutofthewardandwenttohis

car.

Sthe:Godifyouupthereandlistening,justlether

live.

SthembisodroveoffstraighttoBuzwe'shouse.

UponarrivalSthembisoknockedonthedooranda

beautiful,pregnantladycametoopenthedoor.

Nomonde:Morningsir,canIhelpyou?

Sthe:YoumustbethelovelyMrsZikalala,isyour

husbandhome?

Nomonde:Yesheisbutunfortunatelyhe'sstill

sleeping,he'sbeenthroughalot.



Docomeinplease.

Sthe:It'sok,I'llcomebacklater.Tellyourhusband

SkhumbuzofromAvbobwashereandIsaid:Life

covehasexpiredandit'stimetocashup"

Nomonde:(confused)SorrysirbutIdon'tfollow!

Sthe:He'llunderstand,justtellhimthat.Ohandby

theway,youbeautiful.

SthembisowenttohiscaranddroveoffcallingLeo

Leo:Amhere

Sthe:IneeddetectiveMndebele'saddress,forward

ittomyphonenow.

Leo:Okbutshe'sondutyifyouwannadinewithher

theIsuggestyoudoitlater.

Sthe:Thanksforthehead'sup,amgonnapulloutall

thestops.

Tobecontinued
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Someofusmybeain'tjustcutoutforlovecause

eachtimeIfallinlove,Ifallhardanditturns

disastrous.

IreallyloveherbutIcan'tstandherconstant

nagging,onlyifshewouldjustunderstandthat

she'snotmywifebutgirlfriendtheneverything

wouldbeok.

ThatwasRazordebatingwithhisthoughtsoverhis

relationshipwithHlengiwe,hegotoutofbedand

tookawelldeservedshowerpreparingtogosee

Hlengiwe.



Hehadamassiveheadachefromlastnight's

drinkingspreehehadbutstraightafterdressingup

hesatdownfortwoglassesofwhiskeythentook

hiscarkeysandheadedout.

Justasheopenedthedoortheretheywere,the

newlywedsbackfromhoneymoon.

Gogo:Weback

Liam:Helloson

Razor:(smiling)Himom,hidadandwelcomeback.

ButIreallyhavetodashoffsomewhere,seeyou

later.

Gogo:YoulieNkanyiso!Getthesebagsinsideand

makemesometea.

Razor:Butmother...

Gogo:Butmyleftfoot,getthebags

LiamandhiswifegotinsidewhileRazorwenttoget

thebagsfromthecar.

Gogo:Sogoodtobehome

Liam:YeahbutIwishwe'dstayedabitlonger.



Gogo:Andprolongseeingthechurchladiesturn

greenwhenIshowthemallthepictures,Never!

Razorcameinsidewiththebagsandputthem

downandwenttoputonthekettle.

Razor:Howwasthehoneymoonoldies?

Liam:Itwasamazingson,theview,thehotelandmy

brideofcause

Gogo:Itwasheaven.Amglady'alldidn'tturnmy

houseintoashebeen.

Razor:Amveryresponsiblemother,youknowthat.

Gogo:YoumightberesponsiblebutwithVeronica

andthatgrandmotherofyours,disasterisinevitable.

Speakingofthosetwo,wherearethey?

Razor:HlengiwemovedtothehotelandVeronica,I

haven'tseenher.

Gogo:That'sstrangecauseVeronicawouldnever

missatickettofreefood,shewasn'tevenatthe

wedding.

Liam:Mybeshejustneededsomespacefromall

theweddingpreparationsthatweregoingon.



Gogo:Ijusthopeshe'sokwheresheis.

Razorcamewiththetray,placeditonthecoffee

table.

Razor:I'dreallylovetositandchatbutIreallyhave

togo,we'lltalklater.

Gogo:Somuchforbeingaway,guessweweren't

missed.

Razorkissedhismother'scheckandrushedout

beforeshethoughtofsomethingelseforhimtodo.

Razor:(almostoutthedoor)Loveyoumom..

Liam:drinkyourteaandlet'sgorest,tomorrowwe

goinghousehunting.

Gogo:Tomorrow'sSunday,weallgoingtochurch.

Hlengiwewassittinginherhotelroomwaitingfor

Raymondwhenaknockcameatthedoorandit

wasPalesa

Hlengiwe:Palesa!Whatareyoudoinghere,where's

Crystal?



Palesa:RelaxmomCrystalushomewithVeronica

Hlengiwe:YouhardlyevenknowthewomanPalesa!

Howcanyouleaveherwithmygrandchild,where's

yourfather.

Palesa:Iheaddad'scarleavebutamnotsure

wherehewent,Crystalwillbefine.

Hlengiwe:Whyareyouhere?

Palesa:Crystal'sformulaisfinishedandIcan'tget

holdofRichard.

Hlengiwe:Richardneedstostartplayinghispart,this

istoomuchnow!Iwasactuallywaitingfor

Raymond,pleasetellhimtowaitformewhileIgoto

buythemilkatthemall.

Palesa:YoucouldjustgivemethemoneyandI'llgo

mom.

Hlengiwe:Idonothavecashonmeandamnot

givingyoumypin.I'llonlybeahourortwo

Palesa:Okmother.

Hlengiwetookhercarkeysandwenttothemall

leavingPalesacomfortableinthehotelroomonthe



couch.

JustminutesafterHlengiweanotherKnockcameat

thedoorandwithoutadoubtitwasRaymond.

Palesawenttogetthedoorandherbrainfrozefora

whilelookingatRazorjuststandingthereso

strong,sexyandtall.Palesawasliterallydrooling

overhermother'sman

Razor:HiPalesa,isHlengiwein?

Palesa:Pleasecomein,mothersaidshe'llbeback

justnow.

Razor:Oohok

RazorcameinandPalesaclosedthedoor.Razor

wasstillhalfdrunkandPalesa'sclawsjustcame

outreadytoplay

Palesa:SoRaymondright?Doyouhaveanykidsof

yourown?

Razor:Nope(mindinghisownbusiness)

Palesawaswearingasleevelesslongsummer

dresssoshejustslippeditoffherbodyrevealing

herentirebodyandblackmatchingunderwear,



Razorshifteduncomfortablyonthecouch

Razor:Palesawhatareyoudoing?!

PalesawalkingtowardsRazorandsittingonhislap

Palesa:Iknowmymothercanbealittleuptightat

time,soIwasthinkingwecouldhavealittlefun

beforeshecomesback

ThealcoholinRazor'ssystembeganracingtohis

head.Anotherpartofhimwantedtorunbutthe

alcoholkeptsaying"comeonbro,you'vegotnothing

tolose"

RazorputhishandsaroundPalesa'sbarewaistand

Palesawentinforakiss,Razorresponded.Razors

consciouscametoplay,hecutthekissandgentle

pushedPalesatothecouchandgotupfromthe

couch.

Razor:Amnotdoingthis!!

Hewentforthedoor

Palesa:Iwon'ttellifyoudon't.

Razorwentoutthatdoorfasterthanlightning.



Palesa:Whatthehell!

Razorgottohiscarstillshockedatwhatjust

happened.

Razor:RaymondBlackwhathaveyoudone!!?

Nomondewasinthelounge,feetonthecoffeetable,

watchingsomeTVwithacupofgreentea.Buzwe

justwokeupfromsleepandwalkedtotheloungeto

hiswife.

Buzwe:IsthatcoffeeNomonde,toldyoutostop

drinkingcoffee.

Nomonde:Relaxdarlingit'sgreentea,didyourest

enough?Youweretossingandturningallnight.

Buzwe:SorryIkeptyouup,Ijusthadnightmaresall

night.Butamwellrestedandstarving

Nomonde:I'llgomakeyousomethingtoeatfast.

Nomondegotupfromthecouchtogomake

food,thensherememberedthemessage.

Nomonde:Ialmostforgot,someonewaslookingfor



youearlier.Someinsuranceguy.

Buzwe:Insurance!?Whatdidhesayhewants?

Nomonde:Nothingmuch,hesaidhe'sSkhumbuzo

fromAvbobandthatIshouldtellyouthatyourlife

insurancehasexpiredandthatit'stimetocashup.

Whateverthatmeans!

Buzwewasspookedhearingthemessageandwho

itcamefrom.

Buzwe:Areyousurehesaidhisnamewas

Skhumbuzo?

Nomonde:Yesthat'swhathesaid!

Buzwe:OkNomonde,forgetthefoodweneedto

packup.Wegoingonvacation.

Nomonde:What?!AreyoucrazyBuzwe,am

pregnantIcan'ttravel.Thisbabycouldbehereany

daynow.

Buzwe:Wecan'tflybutwecandrive,Ijustwantus

togoawaysoIcanshowyouthatIappreciateand

loveyou.

Nomonde:That'sgonnahavetowaittillthebabyis



born,besidestheinsuranceguysaidhe'llbeback

later.Youneedtogetthatinsuranceinorder

NomondeignoredBuzweandcontinuedmaking

food,Buzwewasgoingcrazywithfear.Hecalled

Mndebele.

Mndebele:MrZikalala,canIhelpyou.

Buzwe:Heknows...HeknowsItoldthepoliceand

he'sgonnakillme.Youhavetohelpme.

Mndebele:RelaxMrZikalala,Ispoketomy

superiorsandwe'llbemovingyouandyourwifeto

asafehousetomorrow.

Buzwe:Whatiftomorrowistoolate?

Mndebele:Youhavetocomedownsir,it'sjusta

coupleofhours.

Nomondecouldseethepanickingonherhusband's

face,shejustcouldn'thearwhatthecallwasabout.

Nomonde:What'sgoingonBuzweanddon'ttellme

it'snothingcausesomethingisgoingon.

Buzwegotupandwalkedtothekitchentowhere

hiswifewas.



Buzwe:Wegonnahavetomovetomorrow,Iknow

youdon'tlikemovingbutit'sgonnabeforacouple

ofweeks.

Nomonde:Youstillnottellingmeanything,what's

goingon?

Buzwe:Trustmemyloveyouwon'tunderstand.

Nomonde:Amnotmovinganywheretillyoutellme

thetruthBuzwe,ifyouwantmetomovethenbetter

starttalking.

Buzwe:DamnitNomonde,justtrustme

Nomondetookoffherapronandhaveherhusband

asandwichandjuice.

Nomonde:Seeingthatyounotreadytotalk,amoff

tothespa.Seeyoulater

Buzwe:Nomondewestilltalking

Nomondewenttofetchherbagintheirroomthen

offshewent.

Buzwe:LordwhathaveIgottenmyselfinto!

Lindawastakentohospitalafterringrescuedby



thepolice,shewasunconsciouswhenshegotto

thehospitalandafterthedoctorsexaminationof

herinjuriestheyhadtoamputatebothherhands.

Lindawasfinallyawakeandcryingathernew

reality.

Doctor:Amreallysorryma'ambutitwasthebest

thingtodo.

Linda:Myhands,youcutoffmyhands(crying)

Doctor:Yourhandswereseveralscepticma'amand

therewasnothingwecoulddoratherthanallow

yourentirearmtorot.

ThedoctorleftandLindawassobbingnotfrom

painbuttherealitythatshenowhasnohandsbut

arms.

Linda:Skhumbuzoyouareevil!!!

Sthembisowentshoppingafterhecouldn'tfind

Buzwe,heneededsomethingtomakeNikiwe

comfortable.Sohegotahugeteddybearthen

stoppedatspitforsomethingtoeatthenbackto



Buzwe'shouse.Hestoppedatthehardwareonhis

way.

Hepackedhiscaroutsideandgotoutwithablack

boxandknockedonthedoor.

Buzwe:ThatbetterbeMndebele

Buzweopenedthedoorandgotacoldchilldown

hisspinewhenhesawwhowasatthedoor.

Buzwe:Skhumbuzo,Sthembiso!

Sthe:Sthembiso,mayIcomeinplease.Icome

bearinggifts.

Buzwereluctantlymovedawayfromthedoor

allowingSthembisoin.

Sthe:Youlookbloated,likeyoureyesareaboutto

pop.Areyouok?

Buzwe:Sashlookmanam,amsorry

Sthe:Noneedforthanman

Sthembisosatinthecouch,tookouthisgunand

placeditonthecoffeetable

Sthe:sitbrobeforeyoupreferonyourpants.You



evenshaking.

Buzwesatdownontheedgeofthecouchsweating

whilestaringatthegunonthetable.

Sthe:YouknowIwoulddothismyselfbutthen

there'dbehandwritingdifferencessoyougonnado

ityourself.

Buzwe:Whatareyoutalkingabout,whatamIgonna

do?

Sthe:Youmygoodfriendaregonnawriteyourown

suicidenotethenyougonnakillyourself.

Buzwe:Sthembisoplease,mywifeispregnant.

Don'tdothisIbegyou.LookI'lldisappearandnever

return.

Sthe:Skhumbuzoalwayssays"Neverleaveany

looseends"andyoumyfriendareaverylooseend.

Buzwe:(begging)Youcanhaveeverything,the

house,thecarsandevenemptyoutmybank

accountjustspareme.

Sthe:(laughing)Dudeamnotamonster,yourwife

andbabyaregonnaneedshelterandmoney.Just



notastupidmanlikeyouforadad.Soamactually

savingyourbabythehumiliationofhavingyouasa

father.Nowlet'sdothisIhaveplacestobe.

SthembisohandedBuzweapanandpaper,Buzwe

wasshakingandsweatingwithfear.

Sthe:YouaregonnawriteeachandeverywordI

sayanddomakeitfastplease.

Buzwetookthepenwithhisshakinghandsand

startedwritingwhileSthembisotoldhimwhatto

write.

AftertheletterwasdoneSthembisopickeduphis

gunandorderedBuzwetothegarage.

Buzwe:Sthembisoplease

Sthe:Movedoctor,move

Theyusedthekitchendoortothegarageand

SthembisohandedBuzwethebox

Sthe:Openit

Buzweopenedtheboxandtherewasaropein

there,realityhitBuzwe.Hewasabouttodie.Tears

builtupinhiseyes



Buzwe:Whynotjustshootme,whysomuchtorture?

Sthe:Tietheropearoundyourneckandmakea

loop.

Buzweputtheropearoundhisneckandmadethe

loop

Buzwe:Icouldwithdrawmystatementatthepolice

station,IcantellthemIlied.

Sthe:Foradoctoryousurearestupid.Whereare

thecarkeys?

Buzwe:Kitchentable

Sthe:Phone?

BuzwehandedSthembisohisphonefromhis

pocket.

Sthe:Nowgetonthecarandtietheotherendup.

Buzwe:SoyoureallyaregonnahangmeSthembiso?

PleàseIbegyou.

Sthe:Youaregonnahangyourself,amjusthelping

you.

BuzweclimbedontopofhisJeepandtiedtheother



endoftherope.

Sthembisoclimbedtootocheckifitwastight

enough,thenjumpeddown.

Sthe:TimetosayhellotoJesus

Buzwe:Pleasemandon'tdothis

Sthe:Amaverygoodguy,mightchangemymind

Buzwewentintothekitchen,tookthecarkeysand

cameback.

Sthe:MybeIshouldjusttakethecarandletyou

live,itisabeautifulcar.

Buzwewasontopofthecarwitharopearoundhis

neck.

Buzwe:Nopleasedon'tmovethecar,please.

Sthembisogotinthecar,openedthegaragedoor

and,ignitiononandreverse.DownBuzwewent

hangingoutontheroof,legsdangling.

Sthembisostoppedthecarthengotoutandback

intothegarage.Hetookastepladderandplacedit

nexttoBuzwewhowasstrugglingtobreatheasthe



ropewenttighterandtighteraroundhisneck.

Sthembisokickedtheladdertostageascenethen

helookedatBuzweasheowedonhimself,

strugglingtobreathandtryingtountiehisneck.

Sthe:Damnyouabouttoseeshit!

Sthembisowentoutthegaragedoorandtohiscar

anddroveofftothehospital.

Buzwestruggleforawhile,shittingonhimselfand

finallyhiseyesrolledtothebackofhisheadandhe

tookhisfinalbreath..

Sthembisogottothehospitalandaskedtosee

Nikiwe

Doctor:Visitinghoursareoversiramsorry

Sthe:IjustwannadropthisoffthenI'llbeout,just

threeminutes.Please

Doctor:Okbutjust3minutes

Sthembisotooktheteddyintotheroomwith



Nikiwe,wholookedlikeshewasjustsleeping.

Sthe:Hi

HeputtheteddynexttoNikiweonthebed

Sthe:Iboughtyousomeonetokeepyoucompany

whenamnotaround,hisnameisBigBen(smiling).

Wakeupplease

SthembisokissedNikiwe'shandandwalkedout.

Nurse:Sirthedoctorsaidtogiveyoujer

belongings,theparamedicscamewiththem

Sthe:Thanks

Sthembisotookthehugebagandhandbagthen

headedoutofthehospital.

Hegottohiscar,putthebagsinandopenedthe

handbaglookinginside.

Sthe:Whoareyoulady?

InthebagwasherID,justwhatSthembisowas

hopingfor.

Sthe:NikiweHopeBiyela.



HeputbacktheIDthenputthebaginthebackseat

anddroveoff.
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ItwaslateandBulelwajustcouldn'tbringherselfto

sleep,shehasbeentossingandturningforalmosta

weeknow.

ExhaustedNokubongawastootiredtonotice

anythingwasoff.

ButtodayshewaswokenupbythesniffsBulelwa

wasmakingfromhersilentcries.



Nokubonga:HaiboSisi!Areyoucrying?

Bulelwa:Ibeenaweeknowandihaven'theard

anythingfrommydaughter,shepromisedshe'dcall

me.Thecityisverydangerousandbig,wherecould

shebeandwhyhasn'tshecalled!?(Sniffing)

Nokubonga:Nikiweseemslikeaverysmartgirl,am

sureshe'llcallonceshe'ssettled.

Bulelwa:Settledwhere,withwhoandwhyhasn't

shecalled?Somethingjustisn'tright.

Nokubonga:Idon'thavealltheanswersbut

worryingallnightwon'thelpeitherofus.Let'sgetto

sleep,tomorrowisgonnabealongday.

Bulelwa:IhearyoubutIjustcan'thelpit.Speaking

oftomorrowamreallyhappyforyou.Younowhave

achancetostandonyourowntwofeetandprove

yourenemieswrong.

Nokubonga:Fromqueentowashingwindows,

curtainsandscrubbingfloors.ButIguesswhatI

hadwasn'treallyminesoamgonnastartfrom

scratchandrebuildmylife.



Bulelwa:Whenmyin-lawskickedmeoutwith

nothing,IwantedtofightbutmyNikiwesaid:wealth

inheritedisnotworthwealthcreated.

Nokubonga:Livingwithyouherehasmademe

realisethat,nowlet'sgotosleepandcreatthat

wealthtomorrow.

Bulelwa:Goodnightthen.

Bulelwablewtheparaffinlampnexttoheronthe

floorandtheybothclosedtheireyesbattlingwith

theirthoughts.

HlengiwecamebackfromgettingCrystalsome

milkandsomeessentialandassheturnedthekey

toherhotelroom,insidePalesaputinashowfor

days.Cryinglikeherlifedependedonit,shewentto

curlupbehindthecouchsniffingandcrying.

Hlengiwe:Palesawhereareyou?

(Silence)

Hlengiweputdownthebagsandsheheard

something.



Hlengiwe:Palesaisthatyou!?Whereareyou?

ThesniffsgotlouderandHlengiwefollowedwhere

thevoicewascomingfrom,andthewasPalesaon

thefloorcryinghereyesout.

Hlengiwe:Palesa!What'swrong,whyareyoucrying?

IsCrystalok.

Palesajustcriedevenlouder

HlengiwewenttothebedroomtocheckIfmy

someonehadbrokeninthroughthewindow,there

wasnothingsoHlengiwewentbacktoPalesa.

Hlengiwe:Palesayouscaringme,what'swrong?

Palesa:(speakinginbetweencries)Iwassoscared

mom!!!Hewastoostrong!

Hlengiwe:WhowastoostrongPalesaandwhat

wereyouscaredof?Whathappenedandwhereis

Raymond,he'ssupposedtobeherebynow.

Palesa:He...He..

HlengiwegotnexttoPalesaandtookherinher

armsbrushingherback.



Hlengiwe:Ineedyoutocalmdownokandtellme

whathappened,amgonnacallRaymondandwhat

everhappenedhewilldealwithit.

Palesa:Nopleasedon'tcallhim(crying)

Hlengiwe:OkbabyIwon'tcallhim.Amgonnaget

yousomewaterthenyougonnatellmewhat's

goingonthenwewilldealwithittogether.Justyou

andme.

Hlengiwegotupandwenttogetherdaughtersome

water,Palesasatupandwenttositinthecouch.

Shelookedatwemotherfromthecornerofhereye

andsmiled.

Hlengiwegaveherthewaterthensatdowntofind

outwhathappened.

Hlengiwe:Nowfromthebeginning,whathappened?

Palesatookafewdeepbreaths,wipedhertears

thenstartedtalking.

Palesa:Itoldhimyouwereoutandthat,heshould

waitforyou.(Crying)

Hlengiwe:Who,Raymond?



Palesa:Yes.ThenIwenttothebedroomtocheck

onthebaby.Hefollowedme.

Hlengiwe:WhatdidhedotoyouPalesa!?

Palesa:(crying)Hewentallcrazyonmemom,his

eyessoscary.Hestartedtellingmehowamsexier

thatyouandhowhe'dbeagoodfathertoCrystal.

TearswerebuildingupinHlengiweeyes,shewas

furious.!!

Hlengiwe:Didheforcehimselfonyou?

Palesa:He...Hepinnedmeagainstthewallthen

startedstrokingmyhair(crying)hewaskissingme

andIwantedtofreemyselfbuthewastoostrong.I

didn'twannascreamincasehehurtme.

Iwassoscaredmom,soscared.

BothPalesaandhermotherwerenowcrying,only

Hlengiwe'stearsweregenuineandfromagood

place.

Hlengiwe:Getyourbag,amtakingyoutothepolice

station

Palesa:Nomotherplease.Idon'twannarelivethis



horrificmomentagain.Ijustwannasleep.

Hlengiwe:IfRaymondcameontoyou,wemust

reporthimbaby.

Palesa:Iknowbuttomorrow,please.

Okthen.Amgonnagooutforanhour,lockthedoor

andletnoonein.

Palesa:Whereareyougoing?

Hlengiwe:Justoutnoneedtoworryyourselfabout

it.

Hlengiwewhippedhertears,tookhercarkeysthen

left.Palesagotcomfortableandletoutasmile.

Palesa:Playingwiththebigboysnow.Theonlyway

yougettingoutofthisMrBlackisdumpingmom

andcomingtome(smiling)

ItwasdinnertimeatEmpumelelwenikingdomand

allthreememberswereatthetableeatingwhile

Nolithawasonherphone.

Nkosi:Lithaputdownthatphoneandeat!



Nolitha:Sorrydad.

Sheputdownherphoneandateherdinner.

Thobile:Anythinginterestingonthatphone,you

can'tseemtoputitdown.

Nolitha:It'snothingIwasjustcheckingmyfriends

Instagram.

Nkosi:Whichfriend?

Nolitha:DadyouknowIhaveonlyonefriend,Ndoni.

Nkosi:Thoughtyoutwowerenolongerfriends.

Nolitha:WellIdecidedtomendthefenceand

extendanolivebranch.

Thobile:IsshetheNgwenyamaprincess,theone

marriedtothemultibillionairedoctor.

Nolitha:Yep.Thather

Thobile:Suchfriendsareforkeeps,sowhat's

interestinginherinstapage?

Nolitha:Nothingjustthatshe'sgainedsomeweight

Nkosi:Ilikethatthetwospecialwomeninmylife



aregettingalongbutsometimesIjustfeelsoleft

out.What'sInstagram.

Thobile:(smiling)Youaresuchadinosaurmyking.

CouldyourfriendbepregnantNolitha,afterallsheis

married!

Nolitha:Idon'tknowbutammeetingherforice

creamtomorrow,I'llfindout.

Nkosi:Pregnantyousay,thatcouldbegreat.Babys

aresuchablessing.

Thethreearetheirdinnerthensaidtheirgodsnight

wellwhishesandeveryonetotheirrespective

rooms.

Nkosiontheotherhandwasstuckonthethought

ofNdonibeingpregnant.

Nkosi:Godofmyancestors,couldthisbetrue?Is

thisyourwayofsavingmysons?

Hisphoneranganditwashisin-law,theEmajuba

queen.

Nkosi:Myin-lawiseverythingok?

Queen:Ihavenotimetoexplainjustgettothe



locationamabouttosendyou.Bringextraguards.

Zevileandyourboysneedyou.

Nkosi:Youscaringme,what'sgoingon?

Queen:JustdoasIsay,I'dusemyguardsbutthe

kingwouldaskquestions.

Nkosi:Amonmyway,sendthatlocation.

Queen:Hurry.

Nkositookherwifeskeysandwentforthedoor.

Thobileheardthecarengineandwassurprisedas

towhereherhusbandwasgoingthislate,butshe

brusheditoffandwenttobed.

Sthembisowasonhislastmissionandtimewas

runningoutonhimlikeaChristmasbird.Hewason

theinternetsearchingforlethalpoison.Andafter

findingithemadecontactwiththeirunderground

suppliers.

Sthe:Meetmeattherobotsnexttothe

hospital,makeitquick.



Sthembisoputhisphoneinhispocket,carkeysin

handthendroveofftothehospital.

Hestoppedbytherobotsandtheguydressedasa

hobowasalreadythere.Theyexchanged

somethingthenSthembisodroveofftothehospital.

HegottothehospitalandaskedtoseeNikiwe,but

theyrefusedsayingvisitinghoursareover.

Sthe:Fine,I'llwait.That'sifthat'sokwithyouMrs

CEO!

Receptionist:Youwelcometowaitsir,it'syourtime

afterall.

Sthe:Thanks.

Sthembisowenttothewaitingroomandsatthere

timingeveryone'smove,whenshiftchangingtime

camehemadehismove.

HemadehiswaytoLinda'sroomandshewaswide

awakeandalmostranawaywhenshesaw

Sthembiso.

Linda:Don'tcomenearmeorIswearIwillpressthe

panicbutton



Sthe:(laughing)withwhathandsLindacauseallI

seearelollipops.

Linda:WhatdoyouwanthereSkhumbuzo,haven't

youdoneenough!?

Sthe:Iactuallycametoapologizeandgiveyou

somethingtoeasethepain.Amsureitmustbehell

watchingthoselollipopsofyoursdayinanddayout

Linda:LeaveSkhumbuzoorI'llscream

Sthe:SxreamandIbetyoumywholemonths

salary,Iwillcutoffyourtongue.Nowrelaxandbea

goodgirl.

Sthembisowentforthedripandinjectedthepoison

intothedripslowly.

Sthe:Youseeyourproblemisthatuyaphapha,you

likefreeridesandthiswillgiveyouafreeride

straighttohell.

Linda:WhatisthatSkhumbuzo!

Sthe:ThisisaVIPtickettothepremierof"meet

Skhumbuzo"

AsthepoisonmovedintohersystemLindabegan



sweatingandshiftinguncomfortablyonthebed.

Linda:It'shot,SkhumbuzoIcan'tbreath!(Grasping

forair)

Sthe:Verygood,younotsupposedtobreath.

Sthembisowenttositdownatthewaitingroomlike

nothinghappened.

Lindawasstrugglingtobreath,thenhadaseizure.

Machineswentoffandthedoctor'scamerushing,

Sthembisoknewwhatwastohappen.Hesmiled

andleftthehospital

Receptionist:Siryouleaving?It'sonlyanhour

beforevisitinghours.

Sthe:Keepchecking,it'syourtimeafterall.

ThekingandqueenofUnyazikingdomhad

summonedBab'Zondo,theirchiefpriestafterthey

receivedacallfromtheirsonSkhumbuzo.

King:Amsureyoureadingwaytoomuchintothis

mywife,theyprobablyjustmissus.



Nandi:MykingSkhumbuzonevercallsusoverto

hishouseunlessthere'sacelebration,eventhen

Sthembisodoesthecalling.

Bab'Zondocameinandbowedbeforetheroyalties.

Bab'Zondo:Mydutyistoservemyking,whenmy

kingcallsIanswer.

King:Eyeofthegods,youwelcome.

Bab'Zondo:Whattroublesmyking?

King:Mywifehereisworriedsomethingisgoingon

withourson,hejustcalledinvitingustohishouse

tomorrow.Hesaidhehasnews.

Nandi:Ineedtoknowifthegodshaverevealed

something,isallwell?

Bab'Zondo:Myqueenthegoodshaven'trevealed

anythingtome,ifsomethingwaswrongwiththe

princesI'dknow.

King:SEE!Itoldyouthatyoujustbeingparanoid.

Bab'Zondo:Butamfreetocomealongtomorrowto

seeifeverythingisok.



Queen:Pleasedo.

Condotookhisleaveandthekingbeganhavingthis

unexplainableheadache.Heheldontothetable

eyespoppingout

Nandi:Whatisitmyking,headacheagain!?

King:Yes

Nandi:That'sitamcallingthefamilydoctor.This

headacheofyourshasbeenhappeningtoo

frequentformyliking.

King:Thereyougoagainwithyourparanoia.Am

fine,it'sjustaheadache.IfitpersistsI'llget

Skhumbuzotocheckonmetomorrow.

Nandi:Notifitpersists,youarebeingchecked.

King:Ok

Bab'Zondogottohisshrineandhewasn'thisusual

self.

Burningincenseandtalkinginastrange

language,tearsrollingdownhischeeks.

Bab'Zondo:Darknessshallmeetlightinbroad



daylight,tearsshallfloodUnyazi
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It'sgettinglateoutsideandIshouldbehome

eating,itakeaquicklookatmywatchtoconfirmthe

timeandyesitstimefordinner.

Istillhaveonemorestoptomakethenamgonna

goplay21questionswithPhindi.

IentertheaddressLeosentmeontheGPSand

steponthespeeddrivingtoMndebele'shouse.Igot



thereandopeningthedoorwasaseasyasplaying

gold.Igotinside,lookedaroundthenhelpedmyself

tosomechampagneandtv.

Iwasgettingimpatientfromallthewaiting,untillI

finallyheardthedoorhandleturn.Isatupstraight

waitingformyplay.

Mndebele:IhonestlythoughtIlockedthisdoorin

themorning(speakingoutloudtoherself)

Sthe:Youdiddetective!

Mndebelealmostjumpedoutofherbodyfromfear.

Mndebele:WTF!Whatareyoudoinghereandhow

didyougetin?

Sthe:Thedoorwasn'treallylockeditwasjust

closed.Pleasejoinme

Mndebele:MrZunguyoudoknowIcanchargeyou

withtrespassingandforcefullyenteringones

personalproperty?

Sthe:Firstyougonnahavetoproveit.Anyway

that'snotwhyamhere.

Mndebele:Whyareyouherethen?



Sthe:Mybrother!

Mndebele:Who'syourbrotherandwhat'shegotta

dowithme?

Sthembisoputtheglassonthetableandgotup

walkingtowardsMndebelewhoshiftedstandingby

thekitchencounter

Sthe:Foradetectiveyouaresuchachicken.My

brotherwantstosueyouandthatlittlepolice

stationofyoursforpublicharassment,trespassing

andslander.

AmheretowarnyouthatifbytomorrowmorningI

don'twakeuptoaformalpublicapologyinthe

papersbythatpolicestationofyours,amgonna

shutitdownfasterthananearthquake.

Mndebele:ItakeityouareSthembiso,thelawyer.

Whydoesyourbrotherwanttoinvolvethe

station,amatfaultandIwasonlyfollowingslead.

Sthe:Usingtaxpayersmoney,youharassedatax

payer.Usingstateresource.Nowiftomorrow

morningIdon'tseethatapologyambringinginmy

brotherandyoubetterhaveprooftochargehimor



yougonnabeoutofajob.

Sthembisoopenedthedoorsthenturnedaroundto

saysomething.

Sthe:Offrecord,ifyouwannablowoffsome

steam,callmeamgood.

HeclearedthedoorandMndebelethrewhercar

keysacrossthewall

Mndebele:Damnit!IbettergotalktoLindaatthe

hospitalandgetaforformalstatementfromher

thengetBuzwe'stoo.Ineedtosealthiscaseoram

donefor.Thecommissionerwillneverallowapress

conferencetoclearmymess.

Mndebelequicklypickedupherkeysfromwhere

shehadthrownthemandrushedouttothehospital.

ShearrivedatthehospitalandaskedtoseeLinda.

Receptionist:Detectiveamafraidyougonnahave

tospeaktothedoctor,somethingbadhappened.

Mndebele:WhichdoctordoIspeaktoandwhat

happened?

Receptionist:There'sthedoctor,speaktohim



please

DoctorSmithwascomingdownthepassagefrom

doinghisrounds,thedetectiveapproachedhim

Mndebele:Doctor,amdetectiveMndebeleandam

toldyouarethemantospeaktoregardingapatient

bythenameofLinda.

Smith:Detectivenicetomeetyou.AmsorrybutMs

Sokhuludevelopedsomemysteriousallergiesand

herlungsshutout.Shepassedawayanhourago.

Herbodywasjustmovedtothemorguewaitingfor

thefamilytocomeclaimher.Amsorry.

Mndebele:No!Thisisnegligence,howcouldone

justdiefromhandinjuries?Thatladywaskey

witnesstosolvingacrime.Damnitdoc!

Smith:LikeIsaiddetective,amreallysorry.Ifyou

suspectnegligenceyoufreetoorderapostmortem.

Ihavetogonow.

Mndebele:ThatIwilldo,someonehastogiveme

answer.Godwhyismydayturningfrombadto

worse!?



Thedoctorwentbacktodoinghisroundsand

Mndebeleleftinarush.

Mndebele:Isthisacoincidence,howcouldLinda

justdielikethat.ThiswholecardIbuildaroundher

andBuzwe'stestimonies.Withoutthemamfinished,

luckilyistillhaveBuzwe.

MndebeletriedcallingBuzwebuthisphonewent

straighttovoicemail,shedecidedtodrivethereand

speaktohim.

Shewasdrivingsofastonewouldsweartherewas

someoneorsomethingchasingher.

ShegottoBuzwe'shouseandpackedatthegate,

somethingwasgoingon.Thereweretwopolice

vansoutsideandpeopleoutside.Butwhatreally

dippedinMndebele'scuriosityboxwasthedanger

tapearoundthegaragedoor.

Shegotoutofhercaranliterallyranin,pushing

throughthepeople.Shefinallymadeittothe

garageandhercolleaguesletherin

Mndebele:What'sgoingonhere?



Police1:Wegotacallfromthewifereportingthat

herhusbandwashangingfromtheroof,werushed

hereandthemanwasgone.

Police2:Theforensicjustleftwiththebody,wedone

here.Justwrappingup.

Police1:Whatbringsyouhere,Ithoughtyouhave

retiredfortheday?

Mndebele:Damnit!Thiscan'tbehappening,nothim

too.Hewaskeywitnesstotgecommissioner's

grandson'skidnapping.

Police1:Wow!That'sadeadendthencausethis

keywillnotopenthelock.

Mndebele:Didhemaybeleafanything,asuicide

noteorsomething?

Police2:There'sisanote,it'swiththewife.Butshe's

tooemotional

Mndebele:ThanksI'llgoinandfindout.

TheotherofficerswrappedupandMndebelewent

intospeakwiththedevastatedNomonde.

Thewomanoftheneighborhoodwereinthe



bedroomwithNomonde,comfortingher.

Mndebelegotinthebedroomandsatonthechair

bythedoor.Nomondewasonthebedcoveredina

blanket.

Mndebele:Ladiesgoodday,amdetectiveMndebele

andI'dliketospeaktoMrsZikalala.

Woman1:Can'tyoucamebacktomorrowofficerMrs

Zikalalaisinnostatetomakeastatement.

Mndebele:Iunderstand.MrsZikalalamy

condolences,yourmanwasaverybraveman.

Mndebelegotupbutjustasshewasabouttoget

outthedoorNomondeextendedherhandwitha

paper.

Nomonde:Ifoundthis,hewroteit.That'shis

handwriting.

Mndebeleturnedandtookthenotethenleftas

Nomondewascryinguncontrollably.

Mndebelegottohercarclosedthedoorthenread

thenote.



MYDARLINGWIFE

AMSOSORRYIHAVETODOTHISTOYOUAND

OURUNBORNSON,BUTTHEBOTHOFYOU

DESERVEBETTER.

IAMNOTWORTHYOURLOVEANDIHOPEYOU

FINDLOVEAFTERME.

TEPLMYSONILOVEHIMSOMUCHANDWILL

ALWAYSBELOOKINGOUTFORTHEBOTHOF

YOU.

DETECTIVEMNDEBELE

FORGIVEMEFORINVOLVINGYOUINMYGREED.

THEACCUSATIONSIMADEAGAINSTMY

COLLEAGUEANDFRIENDSKHUMBUZOWEREALL

FABRICATED.

IWASENVIOUSANDJEALOUSOFHISSUCCESS

ANDIWANTEDTOSEEHIMSUFFER.

FORGIVEME



ICANTLIVEWITHTHEGUILT

GOODBYE

Mndebele:DamnitBuzwe!

Mndebelesatinhercar,devestatedanddefeated.

Shehaspickedafightwithavenomoussnakeand

shehadnodefence.

ItwasdarkandtheroadNkosiandhisguardswere

drivingonwasjustanisolatedgravedurroundedby

bushed,hefinallyspottedacarparkedonthe

sideway.Heordertheguardtostopthecarthenhe

gotoutandwalkedtothecar.

Tgequeenopenedthedoortoo

Queen:Finallyyouhere,whattookyousolong?

Nkosi:Thisisnoteasymyin-law,Ihaveawifeanda

family.Ican'tjustdisappearinthemiddleofthe

night.Amherenow.



Queen:Youhaveafamilyrightbutyour

responsibilityshouldlaywithyourson's,yourheirs.

Nkosi:WhyisZevilewithyouandwhereareyou

takingher?

Queen:Herfatherbanishedherfromthekingdom

soamgonnaleaveherinthisbush,that'swhyI

needguardstowatchher.

Nkosi:Isitsafehere??

Queen:Itis,theguardsjusttomakesureshe

doesn'thurtherselfandgiveherfood.

Nkosi:Shelookedsopale.

Queen:That'swhyyoumusthurtupandcomeup

withthesacrificesoshecanbewellagain.

Nkosi:SomeoneIknowmightbepregnant,it'snot

confirmedyetbutassoonasamsurewegoodto

go.

Queen:That'sgoodnowlet'sfinishhereandheard

backhome.

Zevilewastakenoutofthecarandtheywentinto

thebush,theyfoundaplaceopenandnicesothey



tiedheronthetree.

Nkosi:IpromiseIwillbebackforyouandIknow

youdon'tdeservetobehere.AmdoingallI

can,believeme

NkositouchedZevile'spregnancynumberandleft.

Theguardsweregivenstrictinstructions,thouthey

didn'tlikewhattheyweretodobuttheyhadto

oblige.Nkosiandthequeendroveofftotheir

seperatedestinations,Nkosiwiththreeguards

short.

Hlengiwe'sangerwasbuildingupinsideasshe

droveovertoRaymond's,shewassomadthattears

justranfreelyonhercheeks.Hegottothehouse

andparkedoutsidethegateshowingherintentions.

JustasshewasabouttogoandknockRazorscar

pulledup,sosheleanedoverthecarwaitingwith

herarmsfoldedonherchest.

Razorsawher,hepulledupthecarandwenttoher

Razor:Hi.Whyareyoustandingoutside,let'sgoin



Hlengiwewipedhertearsandwasbreathingheavily.

Razor:BABEwhat'swrong,whyareyoucrying?

Hlengiwe:AmInotenoughforyouRaymond,amI

notsexyenoughtoforyou(crying)

Razor:Where'sallthiscomingfromnow,younow

youtheonlywomanIhaveeyesfor.What'sgoing

on.

Hlengiwe:Youarejustasevilaseveryonearound

you.Theygotawaywithkillingmysonbutdon'tget

ittwisted.Youwillpayforwhatyoudid.

Razor:Hlengiwewhatareyoutalkingabout,what

amIpayingfor?

Hlengiwe:YouareamonsterandIhateyou!She's

justachildforgod'ssake

Hlengiwegotintohercaroverwhelmedbyemotions

anddroveoff,leavingRazorconfused.

Razor:IthinkIneedtogetmyselfamanualon

womenhormones.Whatthehellwasthatabout!?

Raymonddroveintotheyard,parkedhiscarand

wentinsidetohisroom.



Wetookalateflightbecausewewantedtosuprise

everyonetomorrow.

MyhoneymoonwasthebestandIdidn'twanna

comeback.Skhumbuzospoiltmetobitsbutwe

homenow.

Iwasonly6monthsthroughmypregnancybutI

wasashugeasawaleandIatelikeawhaletoo.

Duringmytimeawaymyhusbandthoughtmeafew

thingslikedrivingandhowtoaimandshootagun.

Skhu:It'sagoodthingIhavekeystoSthembiso's

house

Ndoni:ItisIjusthopehisbedsareascomfortable

asours.

Skhu:YouforgetthatheandIaretwins,ourtastein

furnitureisthebest.

WegottoSthembiso'shouse,gotthroughsecurity

thenwenttoparkoutsidethegarage.

Skhumbuzohelpedmeoutthecar,causetrustme

notonlywasIhugebutthispregnancyisheavytoo



Ndoni:Assoonasthisbabiescome,amsleepingfor

days.

Skhu:Youdeserveitnana

Wewentintothehouseandassoonasweopened

thedoor,therewasSthembisoonthekitchen

counterchewing.

Ndoni:WEHOME!

Sthe:HolymotherMary!IsthatyouNdoni?You

lookso..so...

Skhu:BEAUTIFUL.thankyoubro,wemissedyoutoo

SthegotupandwenttohugNdoni

Sthe:can'tevenreachyourback,thislittleminions

aregrowingfasterthanpumpkins

NdoniandSkhumbuzosatonthecouch

Skhu:Hopeyoudon'tmindisspendingthenight,we

wantedtosupriseeveryonetomorrow.

Sthe:Youguysarewelcomehereanyday.

Ndoni:Ihatetobeapartypooperbutam

exhausted,Ineedtoshowerthenhitthebed.



Skhumbuzohelpedhiswifetotheguestbedroom

Skhu:Catchuptomorrowntwana,hopeyouhaven't

burnedanythingdown.

TheygottotheroomandSkhumbuzoranabath

forhiswife.

Skhu:Areyougonnabeokbathingaloneoryou

needhelp?

Ndoni:Amokmylove,Iwon'tbelong

Ndonigotintothebatheandleanedbackclosing

hereyesandthemysticmaidenscameforavisit

Maiden1:Queenofmysticland,warisapproaching

Maiden2:Warofsupremacyandsurvival.

Ndoni:Maidensfromthelandofmysteries,which

directionisthewarcomingfromandcanIhandleit

inmycondition?

Maiden1:Dangerlurksallaroundrulerofmystic

land.Thebabiesshallbebornbeforethebattle

begins.

Maiden2:Yourbrotherhoodsthekeytoyour



questions,speaktohim.

ThebathroomwentcoldandNdoniopenedher

eyes.

Ndoni:Lordjustcovermetounderyourshelter.
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Istillcan'tbelieveIhadtositinthecaratthepark

andwaitforonlyGodknowshowlong,justtoavoid

goingbacktothehouse.Ahousethatusedtobea

homewithafamily.

Khumalo:Godwhyme,haven'tyoupunishedme



enough?Myson,mymarriageandnowIlivewitha

grownwomanwhocan'tevencookrice!Am

finished

Khumalostartedtheengineanddrovehome,itwas

waspastdinnerandVeronicawasalreadysleeping

afterwaitingforhimhoursonend.Heparkedinthe

garageandwentintothehouse,switchedonthe

lightsandopenedthemicrowaveandtherewashis

food.

Chicken,veggiesandrice.

Khumalo:Looksgood,maybeIwastooquickto

judge.

Khumalowarmedupthefoodandwenttositand

eat,takingsmallseparatebites

Khumalo:Riceisgood

Hetookabiteattheveggiesandhismood

dampened

Khumalo:KillmenowVeronica!WhoinJesus's

nameputssomuchsaltinveggies?

Khumalowashungrysoheoptedtoeatthericeand



throwawaytheveggiesandmeatinthebin,he

didn'tevenwannatastethemeat.Ashewashedhis

plateVeronicaappearedfromthebedroom.

Veronica:Youback,thoughtIheardsomeoneinthe

house.

Khumalo:SorryIdidn'tmeantowakeyou,isPalesa

andthebabysleepingtoo

Veronica:ThebabyissleepingbutPalesaisn'there.

Wherehaveyoubeen,I'vebeenwaitingforyou?

Khumalo:Therewerejusttoomanycandidates

beinginterviewedforthatpostdoittooklonger.

Veronica:OohIsee.Yourfoodisinthe

microwave,eatandcometobed.

Khumalo:Alreadyatethankyou.Amgonnacalland

waitupforPalesa,shecan'tbeoutthislateleaving

Crystalwithyou.

Veronica:Okthen,butdon'tbelongI'llbewaiting

Khumalo:Goodnight

VeronicawentbacktobedandKhumalotookout

hisphoneandcalledPalesa



Palesa:Dadismybabyok?

Khumalo:Oohsheremembersshehasachild!

WherethehellareyouPalesa!?

Palesa:Amsorrydadbutamalmosthome,momis

bringingme.

Khumalo:Youbetterbe!

Khumaloendedthecallandwenttowaitinthe

loungewatchingsomeTV.

MinuteslaterthewasacaroutsideandPalesaand

hermomwherehere.Thecarwasintheyardand

theknocked,Khumalowenttoopen

Khumalo:YouareveryirresponsiblePalesa,ifyou

wantedtostayoutalldaythenyoushouldn'thave

hadthischild(shouting)

Hlengiwe:NottodayKhumaloplease,givehera

break.

HlengiweandPalesawalkedinfollowedby

Khumaloandwenttosit

Palesa:Amreallysorrydad.Where'sCrystal,am

tiredIwannasleep



Khumalo:She'ssleepingbutyounotgoing

anywheretillyoutellmewhereyouwere!

Hlengiwe:LethergorestKhumalo,I'lltellyou

everything.Don'tworryaboutthebabymydear,I'll

sleepwithherintheguestroom.Gorest

Palesa:Thanksmom

Palesawithherpretencefacewentupstairstoher

roomleavingherparentsalone.

Khumalo:Cansomeonetellmewhat'sgoingonand

what'sthisaboutyouspendingthenightinmy

guestroom.What'sgoingon?

Hlengiwe:AmsorrytoinconvenienceyouKhumalo

butmydaughter,ourdaughterneedsmeandamnot

leavinguntillIknowshe'sokay.

Khumalo:Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhat'sgoingon.

IsPalesasick?

Hlengiwe:Youcansaythat,it'sbeenalongdayIwill

explaintomorrow.GetmethebabysoIcango

sleep

Khumalo:HlengiweIknowyou,somethingisup.



Whatisit?Icanalsotellyou'vebeencrying

Hlengiwe:PleaseKhumaloamtired,thebabyplease

KhumalogotupandwenttofetchbabyCrystal

fromhisbedroom.

HehandedthebabytoHlengiweandHlengiwewent

tosleepleavingKhumaloaloneinthelounge.

Khumalo:Neverseenhersodownapartfromthe

newsofoursonspassing,what'sgoingon?And

nowIhavetogosleepinmybedwithVeronicaand

Ican'tdealwiththatnow.Hlengiwegottothe

bedroom,putdownthebabyandsatbesidesher

Hlengiwe:Firstthingtomorrowmorningamtaking

Palesatothestation,aspainfulasitis.Iwillnot

chooseamanovermydaughter.

Khumalooptedtosleeponthecouchwithouta

blanket,that'showbadhewasavoidingVeronica

butluckilyforhimitwasahotnightsohe'llsurvive.

DetectiveMndebeleparkedoutsidethestationand

draggedherdefeatedbodyinsideafteravoiding



countlesscallfromhercommissioner.Shewent

straighttohisofficeandhewasfacingthewindow,

clearlyangry.

Mndebele:Commissioner

Commissioner:WhathaveyoudoneMndebele?

Mndebele:SirallIdidwasfollowalead

Thecommissionerturnedhisangryeyesandfaced

theofficerwhojustfacedthefloor.

Commissioner:IjustreceivedacallfromMr

Zungu'sattorney,theyintendonsuingtheentire

station.ihopeyouhaveevidencetobackupyour

accusationsandstatementsontape.Causetrust

meMndebeleIain'tgoingdownforyourmess.

(Shouting)

Mndebele:Amsorrysirbutbothwitnessesareno

moreandallIhaveisthis.

Sheputtheletteronthetable

Commissioner:Thisbetterbeevidenceoryour

resignationletterorGodhelpyouyounggirlyour

careerisdead!



Thecommissionerreadtheletterandwasnow

evenmoreangrier

Mndebele:MrZikalalawaskidnappedbyMrZungu

sirthatamsureof,evenLindawasbrutalbutchered.

Ijustneedtoprovethathereallydidit

Commissioner:ProveithowMndebele,how!Doyou

thinkaresourcefulmanlikeMrZunguisjustgoing

tofoldhishandsandwaitforyoutocomearrest

him!?

Mndebele:NosirbutifIcanjustgetawarrantto

searchthatwarehouseamsureIwillfind

something.

Commissioner:Thesamewarehouseyouraised

withoutproperpapers,alertinghimthatyouonto

him!?Youareeitherstupidorafool,eitherwayi

don'tcare.Fixthisbytheendofbusinesstomorrow

Mndebele:Amgonnaneedthatwarrantsirand

somebackuptohelpwiththeraid.

Commissioner:Thewarrantwillbewaitingforyou

firstthinginthemorning,nowleavemyoffice.



Mndebeleturnedaroundandleft

Commissioner:Thisishappeningtooearlyinmy

careeranditcouldruinme,ifpushcomestoshove

thenamfiringMndebeletosavemystation,Zungu

couldtakeustothecleanersifhe'sfoundinnocent

andwithoutproofthat'slikelytohappen.Notonmy

watch,Mndebeledidthisonherown,she'snot

takingmypolicestationwithher,Never!

AssoonasthesunriseshinedGogowasalreadyup

inthekitchenandcookingupastormforher

husbandandson,shewasevensingingchurch

hymns.Liamcamedowntohelphiswife

Liam:Someoneisinahappymoodtoday(kissing

herforehead)

Gogo:Morningmyhusband,nowwhowouldn'tbe

happy.Didyouseetheenvyinthosechurchladies

eyeswhenIagreedthempicturesfromour

honeymoon?Theyalmostdied

Liam:(smiling)Smellsniceinhere,canIhelp?



Gogo:Yes.Bysettingthetableandcallingyour

son,amalmostdone

Liamsetthetableandtookouthisphonecalling

Razorupstairs.

Gogo:Imeantgoupstairsandcallhim,notcallhim

onthephone

Liam:It'seasierthisway,he'scoming.Nowcomesit

Gogotookthefoodtothetableandwenttosit,as

theywaitedfortheirsontocomedown.

Liam:Readyforhousehuntingtoday?

Gogo:Istillwouldprefermyhousebuiltfrom

scratch,wedon'tknowwhatghostsawaitusin

thesehouses.

Liam:Therearenoghostsmylove,besidesbuying

isfasterthanbuilding.Wherewouldwestayinthe

meantimeifwedecidetobuild?

Gogo:Rightwereweare,isthisnotahouse?

Raymondcamedownstairsandsatdown

Razor:Goodmorningoldie's.



Liam:Morningson,youlookwashedup.Areyouok?

Gogo:Toldyouthatgrannyyoucallyourgirlfriend

ain'tgoodforyou.She'llsuckupallyourenergytill

youoldanddrylikeher

Razor:Loveyoutoomother,amgooddadjust

hangover.

Thefamilybegantheirbreakfastastheytoldthere

sonallabouttheirhoneymoon,aknockatthedoor

disturbedbreakfast.Razorgotuptogetthedoor

Razor:(surprised)Hlengiwe!Hi.Whyareyouwith

thepolice?

Police1:Isthishimma'am?

Hlengiwe:Yesitis

Razor:Pleasedocomeinofficers

Razoropenedthedoorandtwoofficersfollowedby

HlengiwecameinandRazorleadthemtothe

dinningroom.

Hlengiwe:Ijustneedtogettherestofmystuff

upstairsofficers



Gogo:Andyouneedthepolicetodothat?

Razor:What'sgoingonhere?Hlengiwe?

Hlengiwewentupstairstogetherstuff

Police2:Weareverysorrytodisturbbreakfastbut

welookingforMrRaymondBlack

Liam:Inconnectionwith?

Razor:AmRaymond,what'sgoingon

Police1:RaymondBlackweareplacingyouunder

arrestforsexualharassmentandattemptedrape.

Razor:Thisisajokeright?

Hlengiwecamedownwithherbagsandsaid

nothingtoanyonebutwalkedout

Razor:(angry)Hlengiwe!(Shouting)

Police1:Siryouhavearighttoremainsilent,

anythingyousaymayandwillbeusedagainstyou

inacourtoflaw.Youhavearighttoanattorney,if

youcan'taffordonethestatewillprovideyouwith

one.

Gogo:Nkanyisowhat'sgoingon!?



Razorwasangryseeinghowhismotherhurtseeing

himarrestedlikethat

Razor:Relaxmother,thisisjustamisunderstanding,

I'llbebacklater.

Liamgotupandtookouthisphone

Liam:Amcallingmylawyer,don'tworrysonam

rightbehindyou.

Razor:(tearyeyes)Pleasedadjusttakecareof

mom,callthekingandhe'llknowwhattodo

Razorwascuffedandtakenoutsidetothepolice

van,Hlengiwewasstandingnexttohercar

watchingasRaymondwasputinthevan.Razor

lookedatHlengiweandtearsrolleddownhiseyes.

Hlengiweheldbackhertearstillthevandroveoff.

Sheletouthertearsthengotinhercaranddrove

offtoo

Gogo:Wecan'tjustsithereanddonothing

Liam,theytookmyson(crying)

Liam:Calmdownmylove,Raymondwillbeback.

Liamcalledhislawyerfirstthencalledthe



king(Zulu)

Liamandhiswifegotintotheircarandfollowed

theirsondowntothepolicestation.

ThekingandqueenofUnyazikingdomwere

alreadywaitingfortheirchiefpriestBab'Zondoto

finishsotheycangetgoingtotheirson'shouse.

Condowasinhisshrineonceagainburningincense

andspeakinganunknownlanguagewithtears

rollingdownhisface.

Condo:Darknessshallmeetlightinthelandof

Unyazi,tearsshallfloodtheland.Godsofourland

why?

Herepeatedthesamewordsoverandoveragaintill

hefinallygotup,wipedhisfaceandtookhisbag

headingtothemainhouse.

Thekingandqueenwerealreadywaitingbythe

cars.

King:What'swrongZondo,youusuallyfasterthan

everyonewhenit'stimetoleave?



Queen:Hedoesseemdownmyking,wonderwhat's

wrong.

Bab'Zondo:Myking,alliswellIjustgotdelayed.We

maygonow.

Everyonegotintothecarsandthecarsdroveoff.

Queen:How'syourheadachetodaymyking?

King:YouworrytoomuchNandi,amamananda

kingIcan'tbekilledbyaheadache.

Zondo:Godsofourlandwouldneverallowthatmy

king

Queen:Youmanarestubborn,youthinkdeathisfor

theweakyetevenaliondieswhenit'stime.

Zondo:Canwenotspeakaboutdeathpleasemy

queen.

Queen:(laughing)Soyoutooareafraidofdeath?

Zondo:Everyonefearstheunknownmyqueenit's

scary.

King:Donotscaretheeyeofthegodsmyqueen,am

notgoinganywheresoon.AndifIhappentosleep



rememberZondoiscomingwithme

Zondolookedoutthewindowandswallowedhis

tearsawaywhenthekingmentionedthat.

Queen:Ialmostforgotaboutthatrule,kingpassed

awayhischiefpriestisburiedwithhim.

Theywerehavingconversationsandbeingsilly

hereandtherebutZondowastroubledandhewas

findingithardtohideit.

King:AllIwantistoseemygrandson,namehimthe

heirtothethroneafterhisfatherthenthegodsof

ourlandcantakeme.

Queen:Stopbeingsilly,nogodsaretakingyou

anywhere.

King:Yousaidityourselfmyqueenevenaliondies

whenit'stime.

Queen:Wellluckilyformeit'snottime,wearegonna

havelotsandlotsofgrandchildrenfrombothour

sonsandSthembisowillfindagoodwife.

King:Amen



Skhumbuzowasdownstairsinhisbrother'shouse

makingbreakfast,theyweregoingtotheirhouse

todaytoannouncetheirpregnancytothefamily.

Sthembisocamedowntoo

Skhu:Ntwanagladyouup,what'sthelowdown,isall

okayatthewarehouse?I'llbetakingmywifetoher

gynecologistthentohomeandlaterthewarehouse

Sthe:Ithinkyougonnaneedtositdownforthisbro

Skhu:WhatdidyoudoorshouldIaskwhatdidyou

burn?

Sthe:Okaylookdon'tkillmebutitwasn'tme,Iwas

onlydoingdamagecontrol.

Skhu:SpeakupSthembiso!

Sthe:ThingisLindaandBuzwekindaescaped!

Skhumbuzostoppedwhathewasdoingandwent

quiteandstill,hisbodybeganshaking.

Skhu:What!?

Sthe:Ifoundthemandkilledthemmyself

Skhu:JeezSthembisoIleaveforacoupleof



monthsandIcomebacktothis!Sotheytalkedto

noone?

Sthe:WellBuzwemanagedtotalktothepoliceand

youareunderinvestigationandShadowisin

hospital.

Sthembisowasspeakingwhilestuffinghismouth

withfood

Skhu:Sh**t!F*ck!

Skhumbuzowasstandingthechoppingboardwith

theknifehewasholding.

Skhu:Timefordamagecontrol,getyourlawyerssuit

onwetakingthepoliceforceforaspin.Getthe

guystogetherforabriefinglaterattheharbour

Sthe:Theusuallguysorthetaskteam

Skhu:TaskteamandtellShadowtogetthehellout

ofhospitalbeforeIcutoffhistongue

Sthe:Speakingofhospitals,IneedafavourNtwana

Skhu:Ambroke,Ihavefivebabiesonthewayanda

wife



Sthe:Andamyourtwin

Skhu:WhatdoyouwantSthembiso?

Sthe:Ikindofknockedsomeoneoverafewweeks

backandshe'sinhospital,Ineedyoutocheckon

herforme

Skhu:She?

Sthe:Yesshe.Pleasemanjustmakesureshe'sok.

Skhu:AreyoublushingSthembiso(laughing)

Sthe:DUDEamserious,justcheckonherplease.

Skhu:Notuntillyouadmityoublushingrightnow

Sthe:Blushingusforgirls,butokamblushing.She's

cuteandIwanthertobeok

Skhu:(laughing)OkI'llcheckonMrsZunguwhenI

gotowork

Sthe:Thanksbro,Ioweyouone

SkhumbuzofinishedinbreakfastandNdonicame

down

Ndoni:Morningkids



Shekissedherhusbandandwenttosit

Sthe:Morningmommy,hopeyousleptwell

Ndoni:IdidthanksbutImissmyhousenow,your

stairsareapaintomypoorfeet.

Sthe:Yourhusbandshouldcarryyouaround,it'shis

faultyourfeetaresobig

Skhumbuzogavehiswifefoodonthecouchand

lookedatherfeetwhichlookedevenmoreswollen

thanyesterday

Skhu:Nowthisdoesn'tlookgood,areyousurethey

don'thurtnana?

Ndoni:No.Lookatmyhandstoo

Sheshowedherhusbandherhandswhichwere

alsopoppeduplikeballoons.

Skhu:FinishupandwegoingtoseeBella.

Ndoni:Amnotreallyhungrytoday,Ijustwanna

sleep.

Skhu:Nanayoutossedandturnedallnightandnow

youdon'twantfood.What'sbotheringyou?



Sthe:Listeningtoyoutoomakesmefeellikeam

pregnanttoo,letmeleaveyoutoitwhileIgomake

somecalls.

Ndoni:Amfinemyforevertrustme

Skhu:Eatthensowecangoseeyourdoctor.

Ndoni:IalsohaveanicecreamdatewithNolitha

today.

Skhu:AsmuchasIhateher,she'syoufriendsoyes.

Ndonionlyateanappleandtookherbagandthey

wentfortheirappointmentwiththegooddoctor.

BackatNdoni'shouseherparentsandbrotherwere

havingbreakfastoveralightconversation

Noma:Wonderwhatthesupriseisabout

Langa:Skhumbuzotellsmehisparentsarecoming

too,itmustbesomethingbig

Noma:TheybetternotbegettingadivorceorGod

helpmeamgonnablowuphishead.

Langa:Andhanghisballsonthewallasanart



piece.

Lwandle:Jeezdad!That'stoomuchformylittle

earstohear.BesidesIspoketosisteryesterday

andshedidn'tsoundlikesomeonegettingsdivorce.

Noma:Maybeit'ssomethinggood

Lwandle:Itussomethinggood,butallinallIjust

missmysisterandcan'twaittoseeher

Kanga'sphoneranganditwasMrBlack.

Noma:Whoisit?

Langa:Veryunlikely,it'sMrBlack

Langagotupandanswered,theyspokeforavery

shortwhileandhecamebacktothetable

Noma:What'sup?

Langa:Razorwasjustarrested,somethingabout

sexualharassment!

Noma:That'scrazy

Langa:Yeahmythoughtsexactly.Wehavetogo

downtothepolicestation



Nomagotupandtheytookkeysandwalked

out,mkhuseliwantedtofollowbutNomatoldhimto

stay.

Lwandle:Morefoodforme,comemkhuselilet'seat.

Noma:WhothehellaccusedRazorifsuchanact

Langa:NotsureyetbutMrBlacksaysthepolice

camewithhisgirlfriend.

Noma:Thatoldhag!AmmacutherdowntosizeifI

findoutshewasbehindthis.

Langa:Alongsideeveryonewhomightbeinvolved

Thepowercoupledrovetothepolicestation.

Ndoniandherhusbandgottothedoctorandwent

in

Bella:KingtimeMrsZungu,howwasthe

honeymoon

Ndoni:TooshortIfeel,butveryrelaxing.

Ndonichangedandgotonthebed



Skhu:Docamworriedaboutherfeet,theykeep

gettingswolleneveryday,herhandstoo.

Bellatookanlookandhadaworriedface

Bella:AnythingunusualbesidestheswellingMrs

Zungu?

Ndoni:Justtheheadachesandblurredvision

sometime

Bella:Okamgonnarunsometestsafterwelookat

howourbabiesaregrowing.

Skhu:Youlookworried,whatisitdoc?

Bella:IcouldbewrongandIhopeamwrong.The

swollenfeetandhands,blurredvisionand

headaches.Soundslikewemightbedealingwith

pre-eclampsia

Ndoni:Whatisthatandwhatdoesitmeanformy

babies

Bella:Let'sgettheresultsfirstthenwecantakeit

fromthereok,relax
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Khumalojustcouldn'twaitforsunrisesohegetget

tothebottomofwhat'shappeningwithhis

daughterandwhyhisexwifespentthenight.

Hegotupandheadedstraighttothelounge.

Khumalo:(shouting)Palesa!Hlengiwe!loungeright

now.

Buttohissuprisethehousewentasquietasadead

radio.Hewenttotheguestbedroomandthedoor

wasopenbutnosignofHlengiwe.



Ashewentbacktothelivingroomheheardacar

pullupoutsidesohecrossedhisarmsonhischest

andwaitedinanticipationforthedoortoopen.

IndeedthedooropenedandincameHlengiwe

followedbyPalesawhowascarryingherbaby.

Khumalo:Thebothofyou,whereareyoucoming

from?

Hlengiwe:Doyouhavetoshoutthough?

Khumalo:Whymustinotshoutwhenthereare

thingshappeninginmyhousewhichIknownothing

about.

Hlengiwe:Soshoutinghelpyouhowexactly

Khumalo?

Khumalo:SitdownHlengiwe,youtooPalesa.I

wannaknowwhat'shappening.

TheysatdownandPalesawentasmuteasa

mutant,staringathersleepingbaby.

Khumalo:AmwaitingPalesa,wherewereyou

yesterdayandwhydidyoucomehomecrying?

Hlengiwe:It'sokbabygirl,youcantellyoudad



what'sgoingon.

ButPalesa'sguiltjustwouldn'tallowhertorepeat

herversionofeventssosheoptedfortears,muchto

Khumalo'sshock.

Khumalo:Hlengiwewhat'sgoingon,whyismy

daughterinsuchastate?

Palesa:CanIbeexcusedplease,amtired.

Hlengiwe:It'sokbabygorestI'llbringyousome

food.

Palesagotupandwenttoherroomwithbaby

Crystal.

Khumalo:Hlengiwe!

Hlengiwe:WellPalesawasatmyhotelroom

yesterdayandIhadtogooutandbuyCrystal'smilk.

Khumalo:And

Hlengiwe:IwasexpectingRaymondsohearrived

whileIwasstillout.

Khumalo:Whathadyouthugofaboyfriendhaveto

dowithmydaughtercrying?



Hlengiwe:Wellit'skindofhisfaultwhyPalesaisin

suchastate.

Khumalo:Hlengiwetellmethatthugofyoursdidn't

hurtmydaughter!?

Hlengiwe:HowwasItoknowheevenlookedat

Palesainthatway?

Khumalowasnowonhisfeet,boilingwithanger.

Khumalo:Whatdidyouexpectfromsomeone

capableofmurderHlengiwe,whatdidyouexpect!?

Hlengiwe:Soit'smyfault?

Khumalo:Nohowit'snotyourfault,it'sJesus

Christ'sfault!

Getuplet'sgo,

Hlengiwe:Wherearewegoing?

Khumalo:TothepolicestationHlengiwe,your

boyfriendneedstopayforthis.

Hlengiwe:Wouldyoucomedownplease,he's

alreadybehindbars.

Veronicastillinhenightgownenteredthekitchen



andwasshockedtoseeHlengiwe.

Veronica:Don'tmindme,amjustgonnamake

breakfast.

KhumalosatbackdownwhileHlengiwewasgiving

Veronicanastylooks.

Khumalo:Ithinkit'stimeyoumovedbackhome,for

Palesa'ssake.She'sgonnaneedyou.

VeronicanearlyfaintedhearingwhatKhumalosaid.

Hlengiwe:Movebackhere,withyouandthatcheap

girlfriendofyours!Youmustbejoking.

Veronica:CallmecheaponemoretimeandIswear

thisonionwilllandinyourmouth!

Hlengiwe:TrymeVeronica,tryme!

Khumalo:Bothofyoupleasecalmdown,thisain't

aboutyoubothbutPalesa.Sheneedshermother

hereandweallgonnafindawaytoleavetogether

inpeace.

Veronica:Thatcanonlyhappenwhenyourexwife

heregetsitintoherbrainthatyoutwoarenolonger

married.



Hlengiwe:YouareonetospeakwhenIknowvery

wellthatyoukilledyourowndaughter!Amnot

leavingyouwithmine

Theladieswerethrowingwordsateachotherand

thathadKhumaloirritated.

Khumalo:That'senough!Ihavespoken.Hlengiwe

usmovingbackintillPalesaisok.

Veronica:Butbaby

Khumalo:Nobuts.Anywaywhyarewehaving

onionsforbreakfast?

Veronica:Ammakingminceandspaghettimylove.

Khumalo:It'sokyoucangorest,Hlengiwewill

handlebreakfast.SheknowswhatPalesalikes.

Veronicaputdowntheknifeandleftthekitchen

whileHlengiwegotupandwenttostarton

breakfast.

Hlengiwe:Minceandspaghettiforbreakfast,how

cheapmxm!

Khumalo:Amgoingtoshower,Iwillcomewithyou

foryourstuffatthehotel.



Hlengiwe:I'llbefinealone.

Khumalo:AmnottakinganychancesHlengiwe,I've

beentellingyouthatboyfriendofyoursisathugin

asuit.

Hlengiwe:Finethen

Khumalowenttohisroomtoshowerleaving

Hlengiwetobreakfast.

Palesawasbattlingwithherconsciousinherroom.

Palesa:Ineedtofindawaytospeakto

Raymond,givehimanultimatum.

EitherhelovedmeorIcontinuecryingassault.I

havetogotothepolicestationandconvincethem

toallowmeseehim,IwillsayIneedclosure.

Gogo:Wehavebeensittinghereforhoursnow,why

ain'tweallowedtoseemyson?

Liam:Yesit'sbeenhoursnow.Wewanttoseeour

sonofficer.

Officer:YoursonisinforaseriousoffenceandI



doubtyou'llbeallowedtoseehimwithoutalawyer.

Liam:Ourlawyerwillonlygetheretomorrow,he'sin

Capetown.

Officer:Inthatcaseyoubettergohomeandcome

backtomorrow.

Therewassuddencommotionatthepolicestation

andeveryonegettinguptoseewhatwasgoingon.

Peoplescreaming:It'sthem!Omg.Thekingand

queenofNgwenyamakingdom.

InamomentincameLangawithhiswife

Noma,lookingallshadesofroyalty.

Gogo:MyqueenthankGodyouhere,theyrefuseto

allowusseeNkanyiso.

Noma:It'sokma,calmdown

Langa:Officergoodmorning,asyoucantellwehere

toseeRaymondBlack.

Officer:Wowmyking!Whatanhonourtofinally



comefacetofacewithyou.

Noma:Canweseehimplease

Officer:Myqueenit'skindofcomplicatedbut

becauseityou,I'llseewhatIcando.

Noma:Thankyou.

Theofficerdisappearedintothebackleavingthe

otherofficerstocalmeveryonedowncause

everyonewasnowontheirfeettakingpicturesof

theNgwenyamaroyals.

Theofficercamebackafterawhile

Officer:Wellmyking,Icanonlyallowtwopeoplein

togoseehim.

Langa:fineI'llgoinwithhisfather

Liam:Isthatinmylove?

Gogo:It'sokgo.TellhimI'llbeprayingforhim

LangaandLiamfollowedtheofficertothe

interrogationroom.

Noma:Razorusstrong,he'llbefinemadon'tworry.



Themansatintheroomwhiletheofficerwentto

getRazor.Hefinallyappeared.

Liam:Sonareyouok,amsorrytheyonlyallowingus

innow.

Razor:It'sokdadamfine,howsmother?

Liam:Yourmotherisok,prayingforyou.

Langa:What'sgoingon,whydotheythinkyoudid

somethingwrong?

Razorsatdown

Razor:Hlengiwe'sdaughterIthinkshe'supto

something.

Liam:Why?

Razor:Shekindofcameontome,Imadearunforit

andIthinkshewasembarrassedsoshecriedrape.

Langa:Stupidgirl!It'sok.We'llhandlethenaivegirl

andgetyououtofherebytomorrowlatest.

Razor:Thanksmyking

Langa:Soisthistheendofyourrelationship?



Razor:Asmuchasithurtsitseemslikeit.Can'tbe

inarelationshipwithsomeonewhothinkssolowof

me.

Langa:Sowecangoatthemgunsblazingsince

there'snothinglinkingyoutothem?

Razor:Eventyresburning,itover.

TheyspokeforawhileandRazorwastakenbackto

theholdingcellandthemanwentbacktotheir

wife'sandtheyleftthestation

Noma:Howisheandwhoputhiminthere?

Langa:He'sactingtoughbutIcanseehe'shurt.His

spiritisdown.

Noma:Whoputhiminthere?

Langa:Khumalo'sdaughter,hisloversdaughter.

Noma:Khumalo!SisterifthecockroachIsquashed?

Langa:Yeah

Noma:Ithoughttheylearnedtheirlessonthelast

timetheymessedwithmyfamily.

Langa:Seemsnot



Noma:Poorgirlusabouttomeetthedevil

today,howunfortunate!

Thecouple'sdrovestraighttoSkhumbuzo'shouse

forthemeeting

NdoniandSkhumbuzowerestillatthedoctor's

appointment,waitingtohearwhat'swrongand

causingNdotoswellupsomuch.

Ndoni:Bellaissuretakinghertime,amtiredandI

stillhavethatdatewithLitha

Skhu:Sheistakingtoolongbutamjustgladour

minionsaredoingok.

Ndoni:Metoo

Bellafinallycamebackholdingafile

Bella:Sorryforthewaitmypeople

Skhu:Ishouldchargeyouforthetimeyoumaking

mespendhere.

Bella:Ihavegoodandnotsogoodnews

Ndoni:Givemethebadfirst



Skhumbuzoheldhiswife'shand.

Bella:it'snotentirelybadnews,onlythatamgonna

havetobookyouintodayjusttillwehavethe

resultsbackandsurewhatwedealingwith.

Ndoni:Doccan'tIbebookedintomorrow,todayI

haveengagementsIcan'tgetoutoff.

Bella:Amsorrybutthatwon'tbepossible,youblood

pressureneedstobemonitoredveryclosely.

Skhu:Whatisitthatyoupreciselylookingfordoc?

Bella:Wellweneedtoestablishthecauseofthe

swelling,headachesandexhaustion.Welookingfor

anysignthatcouldpointtopre-eclampsia.

Skhu:Iffoundthenwhat'stheworstcasescenario?

Bella:Veryfatalespeciallyinamultiplepregnancy

likeyoursbecauseitbecomesimpossibletokeep

thebloodpressureundercontrol.

Skhu:Isthereawaytoeasethepressure.

Bella:Yes.Thereisanoptiontoreducethenumber

ofbabieshoweverit'sveryriskythisfaroninher

pregnancy.



Ndoni:YourdoctorlanguageistoodeepbutwhatI

knowI'damhavingall5ofthisbabies.

Bella:Wewilldoourbestma'amtrustme.Ifwe

can'tcontrolyourbloodpressurethenwebooking

youforemergencyC-section.

Skhu:Ifitcomestothataretheystrongenoughto

survive?

Bella:Theywouldneedthebestneonatalintensive

caremoneycanbuy.

Ndoni:whateverittakes

Skhu:Canyoutellthegender?

Bella:Onlyifmomwantstoknow

Ndoni:Whynot.Wegonnaneedtostartpreparing

incasetheydecidetosupriseus.

Bella:wellit's3boysand2girls

Skhu:3boys,godsofourlandyougreatandasfor

the2girlsamgonnaspoilthemtilltheysufferfrom

spoilationdisorder

Ndoni:Youcrazy



Bella:Amgonnaleaveyoutwotoitthen

ThedoctorleftandSkhumbuzokissedhiswife

Ndoni:AndwhatwasthatforMr?

Skhu:Formakingmetherichestmaninmy

generationandthatIloveyou.

Ndoni:EnoughSkhumbuzo,Iloveyoutoo.

Amgonnaneedyoutogohomecausetheparents

areprobablywaiting.

Skhu:Amgonnabebackassoonasamdone

though,shouldIbringyouanything?

Ndoni:Mycharger,slippers,PJ'sandlotsof

chocolate.

Skhu:Yesma'am

Ndoni:Ohandbringmemylittlebrotherwhenyou

comeback,Ineedtotalktohim.

Skhu:Amsurethewholefamilywillwannacome

whentheyhearthenews.

Ndoni:Missedthemall,IncludingMKHUSELI.



Skhu:LetmegetgoingthensoIcanhurryback.

SkhumbuzokissedNdonionelasttimeandleftand

NdonisentNolithaanSMSreschedulingtheirice

creamdateforanothertime.

Zavilewasbecomingworseasdayswentbyatthe

forest.

Shenowevenrefusestoeatanything,allshedoes

waspullherhairalldayandsaynothingtonoone.

Theguardslookingoutforherwerebeginningto

getworriedandanxious.

AtthehospitalNikiwefinallywokeup

Nikiwe:Mom(calling)mother.WhereamI?

Thenurseheardhercallingforherithersoshe

cameintocheck.

Nurse:Ohyoufinallyawake,welcomebacktothe

landofthelivingmydear.

Nikiwe:WhoareyouandwhereI?

Nurse:I'llgogetthedoctor,relaxokyouinhospital.



Thenursewenttogetthedoctorandcameback

withhiminminutes.

Hetookhervitals

Doc:MissmynameisdoctorSmith,doyou

rememberyourname?

Nikiwe:Yes...Nikiwe

Doc:Areyouinanypainordiscomfort?

Nikiwe:Myribshurtandmyheadispounding,my

leftlegtoo.

Doc:OkmissNikiwedoyourememberhowyougot

here?

Nikiweshookherhead

Doc:It'sok,youhaveaconcussionbutthat's

expected.Youjustrestandwewillcallyourcousin

andtellhimyouawake.

Welcomeback

Nikiwe:Water....amthirsty

Thedoctorleftandthenursegaveherwaterto

drinkandlefttoo.



Nikiweheldtighttothehugeteddybearandclosed

hereyestryingtorememberwhathappened.
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Nolithawasalreadydressedup,seatedandhaving

breakfastwhenshereceivedtheSMSfromNdoni

andhermooddampenedimmediately.

ThekingNkosifollowedbyhiswife,thequeen

Thobilecamedownforbreakfast.

Nkosi:Myprincessgoodmorning.Iseeyou've

alreadystartedbreakfastwithoutus.



Noli:Goodmorningfather.Myqueengoodmorning.

Thobile:MorningLitha,youlookinggoodthis

morning.Goingsomewhere?

Thekingandqueenseatedandhelpedthemselves

tobreakfast.

Noli:IhadplanswithNdoniatthemalltodaybut

shejustsentmeanSMSandcancelled.

Thobile:Oohok.Maybesomethingcameup.

Nkosi:Didshesaywhyshe'scancelling?

Noli:Nofather.TheSMSonlysaidthatsomething

cameupandwewilldoitanothertime.

Thobile:Maybeit'safamilyemergency.Sheisa

youngmarriedwomanafterall.

Noli:Maybesheisavoidingme.Iwouldn'tblame

herthoughcauseourfriendshiptookaveryhard

knockwhenherrelationshipandbrotherZweli

ended.

Nkosi:Ithinkyoushouldgoovertoherhouseand

checkifshe'sok.



Youdidmentionthatshelookeddifferentfromher

pictures.

Thobile:Ifreallyshe'spregnantthenIdoubtthat

they'dletanyoneseeher.Youknowtheextremes

royalsgototoprotectaroyalpregnancy.

Nkosi:IknowthatmyqueenbutNolithaisnotjusta

friendshe'smoreofasisteranditwouldmeanalot

toNdoniifsheshowedup.

Noli:IwashopingIcouldapologiseonelasttimeso

wecouldworkonourfriendshipagain.

Thobile:Ihearthebothofyoubutifittruethat

she'spregnantIdoubtthey'dletanyoneoutsidethe

kingdomseeher.

Noli:Butwhy?

Thobile:She'sthefuturequeenofUnyaziandif

pregnantshe'dbeexpectingthefutureprince.It's

extremeandroyalbabiesareatargetforevilpeople

seekingpower.

Nkosi:Ihearyoumyqueenbutshe'sherfriend.

Thobile:WellthenIcandropyouoffonmywayto



workifyouready.

Noli:Readywhenyouareyouqueen.

Thobile:MykingIshallseeyoulater

Noli:Byedaddy

TheladiesgotupandlefttheroomleavingNkosito

hisbreakfast.

Hisphoneranganditwasoneoftheguardstaking

careofZevile.

Nkosi:Yes.Whatisthematter?

Guard:Mykingit'stheprincess.Sherefusestoeat

anythingforthepastthreedaysnow.Allsheeatsis

grassandleaves.

Nkosi:Youthreeareverystupid!Sothreegrown

manlikeyoucan'tgetonepregnantwomantoeat?

Guard:Ifweforcehertoeatmykingshebecomes

aggressiveandwescaredshemighthurtherself.

Nkosi:WhatareyousuggestingIdothen,comeover

thereandspoon-feedhermyself?

Guard:Nomyking.MyfellowguardsandIwere



thinkingshewouldbebetteroffinahospital.

Nkosi:Areyousayingyoucan'thandlethejob?

Guard:Withallduerespectmyking,hercondition

needsprofessionalswhoknowwhattheyaredoing.

Nkosi:Fine.I'llcomebylaterandseewhatcanbe

done.

Guard:Mykingmayyoulivelong.

ThecallendedleavingNkosiwithanevenmore

complicateddilemma.

Nkosi:IknowZevileneedsprofessionalhelpbut

howingod'snamedoIpayforhospitalbillswithout

Thobilenoticing.Thatwomankeepstrackof

everything.

God'sofourlandcanNdonipleasebepregnantsoI

canridofthisZevile'smadnessandsavemyson's.

AfteralongjourneyontheroadtheUnyazikingand

queenalongwiththeirroyalentouragefinallyarrive

attheirson'shouseandtheyguardsletsthem

straightinwithnotrouble.



Beforetheenginescouldevenswitchoff,inpulled

uptheNgwenyamaroyalsfollowedbyMrBlackand

hiswife.

Onewouldswearthisarrivalwasplannedbutitwas

justamatterofcoincidence.

Thegotoutoftheirrespectivecarandexchanged

greetings.

Langa:Myin-lawwelcome.Rulerofthemost

supremekingdom.

Zungu:Greetingsmyin-law.Theonethatseatson

power.

Noma:Manandtheirsarcasm,myqueenplease

let'sgoin.

Nandi:Manwillalwaysbemanandyoumyin-law

arelookingasbeautifulasalways.

Gogo:Beingamongsomuchroyaltymakesmefeel

likeone.Welcomeourin-laws.

Zungu:Youareroyaltybyvirtue,youraiseda

princessandthatqualifiesyoutoberoyalty.

Nandi:Notjustanyprincessbutmydaughterin-law



andfuturequeenofUnyazi.

Gogo:Hopeyoulisteningmylove,Iamroyalty

(laughing)youaughttotreatmeassuchoryou'll

havetwokingstoanswerto

Liam:Ibetterpolishmygamethen.

Zungu:MyapologiesformissingyourweddingMr

BlackihadbusinessengagementsinMozambique.

Congratulations

Liam:Wegotthegiftmyking,thankyou.

Everyonewentinsideandsatinthelivingroom

awaiting.

Lwandlemadeeveryoneteaandexcusedhimselfto

hisroom.

Zungu:HowIwishIhadayoungonebackhome,

runningaroundthehouseanddrivingmecrazy.

Langa:Allthisprinceeverdoesislockhimselfin

hisroomandplaycarscrashingandshootingall

day.

Noma:Takesafterhisfather.Verystubbornanda

loner.



Gogo:MyqueenIhavetoapplaudyouskills,itmust

takeaveryuniquetalenttodifferentiatewho'swho

amongyourson's.

Nandi:(smiling)ThankstobeingroyaltyallIhadto

dowasknowtheirchiefnanniesandIwasgood.

Gogo:Iseeonepersonindoubles.

Langa:Speakingofthose,wherearethey?

Zungu:Yeshasanyoneheardfromthem?

Noma:Ispoketomydaughterlastnightandshe

saidthey'llbehereinthemorning.

Gogo:Knowingthosetwotheywaitingoutside

laughingaswecrackourskillsopenwithwonder.

Everyonewaschattingandhavingfunbut

Bab'Zondowassittingoutsidethepatiostaringinto

space,hismindwasmilesaway.

Acarpulledupanditwastheprince,Sthembiso

andasalwayshemadehispresenceknown.

Sthe:Canweeatbeforeanythingelse,am starving.

Nandi:GetyourmindoutthekitchenSthembiso



andcomegreetyourmother.

Sthegreetedeveryoneandkneeledbeforehisfather.

Sthe:Greetingsfather

Hisfatherplacedhishandonhisson'shead.

Zungu:Mysongreetings,maythegodsofourland

bewithyou.

Sthembisogotupandwenttocheckthefridgefor

somethingtochewon.

Nandi:Where'syourbrother,thesuspenseiskilling

ushere?

Sthe:Isawtheminthemorning,theywentfora

doctor'sappointment.Theyshouldbehereany

momentnow.

Noma:Doctor'sappointment,aretheysick!

Sthe:Nomyqueentheyprobablyjustcheckingif

theydidn'tcatchanyvirusesonvacation.Youknow

howdoctor'scanbe.

Zungu:WhyareyoualoneSthe,yourbrothertoldme

youseeingsomeone.



Nandi:Andwewerehopingyou'dbringheroverso

wecanseeherandBab'Zondocancheckwiththe

god'sifshe'stheone.

Sthembisocamebackchewinganappleandsat

down.

Sthe:WellfatherSkhumbuzocanbevery

dramatic,itsnothingserious.Iwastestingthe

watersandifanythingcomesoutifitI'llmakesure

tobringherhome.

Finallytheawaitedprincearrivedbuttoeveryone

shockhewasalone.

Skhu:Apologiesformakingy'allwait.Trafficwasa

nightmare.

Hehuggedtheladies,andhandshakesthemantill

hereachedhisfatherandwentonhisknee.

Skhu:Greetingsfather,myking.

Heplacedhishandonhishead.

Zungu:Myprincegreeting,mayitbewellwithyou.

Skhumbuzogotupandwenttositnexttohistwin.



Sthe:Andwheresourwife?

Nandi:YesSkhumbuzowhereismydaughterin-law?

Skhu:Welleveryonedonotbealarmedplease.My

wifewillnotbejoiningusnow.

Gogo:Tellmeyoudidnotleaveheratthehospital

Sthembiso'sphonerangandheansweredseated

rightwerehewas.

Sthe:YouknowIknewIforgotsomethingbutIjust

couldn'trememberwhat.Nowitcomesback,I

forgottocallyou

Phindi:Yetyouremembertoeateveryday.

Sthe:Lookamkindainamiddleofsomethingright

nowsoI'lltakeyououtfordrinkslaterandwecan

talk.

Phindi:Fine.Butit'sgonnatakemorethandrinksto

makemeforgiveyou.

Sthe:Oklaterthen

Thecallendedandeveryonewaitedtohearwhy

theywerecalled.



Skhu:Icalledeveryoneheretodaybecausemywife

andIhavesomethingtosharewithallofyou.

Bab'Zondojoinedeveryoneinthelivingroom.

Bab'Zondo:Greetingsmyprincesand

congratulationsmyprince.Unyaziisindeed

blessed.

Sthe:Thecatisfinallyoutthebag,Icanbreathnow.

Skhu:(smiling)Thankyougreatchiefpriestofour

land.WellBab'Zondohasbeatmetoit,wepregnant.

Nandi:GodsofourlandIthankyou.Thisisthebest

newsever.

Zungu:Newsthatcallforacelebration,thewhole

Unyazikingdomatthepalaceandcows

slaughtered.Ourgodshavesmiledatus.

Langa:Idonotknowwhattosay,congratulations

sonformakingmeagrandfather.

Gogo:Godisgood,whereisthemothertobe?She

needsahug.

Skhu:Hergynecologisthadtoadmitherjustfor

today.Ourpregnancyain'tordinary,she'scarrying



multiples.

Nandi:OhmyGod,twins.

Sthe:Motheryougonnafaintwhenyouhearthis,

Skhumbuzoissuperstriker.

Skhu:(smiling)It'snottwinsmother.Wehaving

quintuplets

Gogo:What'sthat?

Noma:Tellmeyoujokingmyson,tellmeit'snot

whatIthinkitis?

Skhu:Wehaving5littleones

Everyoneinthelivingroomwentcrazywith

excitement.Skhumbuzogothugsandhandshakes

everyone.

Noma:AmsoexcitedbutIhavetoask,whyisshein

hospitalandwhataboutschool?

Skhu:She'sbeenhavingswollenfeetand

hands,somedizzinessandheadachessothey

wantedtokeepherovernighttomonitorherblood

pressure.



Gogo:Whyareyouallstillseated,weneedtogetto

thehospitalnow.Sheneedsalltheliveshecanget.

Nandi:Iagreewithmother,weneedtogoseeher.

Skhu:OkcalmdowneveryoneIdon'tthinkwe

shouldoverwhelmheratthemoment.Amgonnago

backwithLwandlecausesheaskedforhim.Then

I'llcomebackandwecanallgolater.

Noma:Okson

Sthe:NowIcanofficiallycongratulateyoubro,you

theman.

Skhu:Thanksdude.Ireallyhavetogetgoing,she

askedmetobringherafewthings.

Zungu:Thegodsreallyhaveshinedonus,nowam

gonnahavealotsofgrandkidsrunningaroundmy

palace.

Rememberson,royalbabiesareborninsidethe

palace.

Skhu:Iknowdadandweshalldiscussthatlater.

Skhumbuzowentupstairstogetthingshiswife

askedforthencalledLwandleandtheyleft.



Sthe:Okwhiteheadsamgonnaloveandleaveyou

also,Ihavespatienttocheckupon.

Nandi:SincewhenareyousdoctorSthembiso?

Sthe:Peck'sofbeingatwin.Icanbewhatevermy

otherhalfis

Hetookhiskeysanddroveofftothehospital.

Iwasseatinginmycardreadinggoinginsidethe

station,todaywastheedayandifthingsdon'tgomy

waycomeendofbusinessamasgoodasuseless.

Mndebelefinallysummedupsomecourageand

walkedin.

ShemeetLeowhogaveherthesearchwarrant.

Leo:Commissionersaidtogiveyouthisassoonas

youcamein.

Mndebele:Isthecommissionerin?

Leo:Yesbuthesaidnottobedisturbed.

Mndebele:Whataboutateamfortheraid?



Leo:Me,Khuzwayo,KhumaloandZulu

Mndebele:Let'sgetgoingthenguys.

Mndebelebriefedherteamandtheyhittheroad

Leo:Whatexactlyarewelookingforwhenweget

there?

Mndebele:Anythingthatsaysillegal,tracesof

blood,forceandanythingthatcouldsuggestthat

thatplacewasusedforcrimeorillegaloperation

Leo:Okthenmadammission.

Thepolicevansapproachedthewarehouseand

somethingwasodd,somethingwasofforshouldI

saynotthere.

Mndebele:What'sgoingonhere,where'sthe

warehouse?Amsurethisistheplace!

Leo:Leadthewaymadam,youtellus

Mndebele:ShutupLeo!Thisisnotimeforyour

pettyjokes.Someoneisplayingwithmycareerhere

Xulu:MndebeleallIseehereispeopleandtractor's.

Thebandstoppedandtheofficerscameoutand



wenttothepeoplewhowereonsite.

Mndebele:Gentlemangoodmorning,Ithinkamlost

here.Amlookingforabuildingthatwashereafew

daysago.It'sabigbuildinglikeawarehouse.

Guy1:Sorryma'amwecan'thelpyou.Wearejust

employeesemployedtoplansveggieshere.

Mndebele:Butwasthereabuildingwhenyougot

hereoranysignthattherewas?

Guy2:Likemyfriendsaidma'amwecan'thelpyou.

TherewasnobuildinghereIthinkyougotthe

wrongplace.

Mndebele:Ok.Onemorequestion.

CouldyouremployerbyanychanceMrZungu?

Guy1:Madamweworkinghereandyoukeepingus

fromourwork.

Mndebeleandtheguysturnedbacktothevans

withtheotherofficerslaughingatMndebele's

obsession.

Mndebele:SoSkhumbuzoonceagainslipsthrough

thehandsofthelaw!Thistimetakingmycareer



withhim.

Leo:HatetotellyouthisbutItoldyou.Donotget

tooattachedtoacasecauseemotioncloudyour

judgment.

Mndebele:SheupLeo,shutthehellup!

Thevansdrovebacktothestationandtheofficers

likedefeatedsoldiersfromabattletheywalkedin.

Mndebelewenttothecommissionersoffice

Commissioner:Hopeyoufoundsomethingwecan

usetolinkZungutotheaccusations.

Mndebele:Hethoughtofeverythingsir,there's

nothingeventhewarehouseisgone.

Thecommissionerdidn'teventurnhischairtoface

Mndebele.

Commissioner:Yourbadgeandservicepistolonmy

tableplease.

Mndebele:Sirplease

Commissioner:Youareherebywithimmediate

effectsuspendedfromyourduties.Youshallbe



calledinforadisciplinaryhearingtodetermineyour

future.

Mndebeleputhergunandbadgeonthetableand

turnedaroundwalkingout.

Commissioner:Onemorething

Mndebele:Yessir

Commissioner:PrayMrZunguislenientoryouand

thisstationwillbehistory.

Mndebelewalkedoutandwenttohercar,rears

threateninghereyes.

Raymonddemandedhisonephonecallandhewas

granted.HecalledHlengiwe.

Hlengiwe:Who'sthis?

Razor:It'sme,Razor.Andbeforeyouhanguphear

meout.

Hlengiwe:WhatdoyouwantRaymond?

Razor:Youhavedrawnbattlelineswithvery

ruthlesspeopleandIcannotsaveyoufromthis



one.Iwouldhavegonetothewolf'sforyoumy

sweetlove.That'showmuchIlovedyou.

Youshouldhavegavemethebenefitsofadoubt.

Ididnottouchyourdaughter.

Hlengiwe:ByeRaymondanddon'tcallthisnumber

again.

Razor'swordsstuckinHlengiwe'smindandthe

doubtflourwaswatered.

Hlengiwe:CouldPalesahavelied?Whythough,what

wouldshehavetogain?
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Bulelwahasn'tbeenherusualselfforweeks

now,noteatingwellandsleepingwasreallytaking

itstollonherbody.

Nokubonga:Youknowyoucan'tgoonlikethisright?

Bulelwa:Itsbeenoveramonthnowandihaven't

heardanythingfrommydaughter.MaybeIshould

packmybags,gotothecityandlookforher.

Nokubonga:Withnoaddressandphonenumberit

wouldbealmostimpossibletotraceher.Thecityis

verybig,wherewouldyouevenstartlooking?

Bulelwa:Maybeyoushouldcomewithme.You

knowthecityandwecangetthepoliceinvolved.

Nokubonga:Maybeshe'sstilltryingtosettleinthen

shewillcallyou.

Bulelwa:Iknowmydaughterandifallwaswellshe

wouldhavecalledbynow.

Ican'tjustsithereanddonothingwhilemy

daughtercouldbelayinginaditchouttheredead.

Nokubonga:NowyoutakingitfarBulelwamyfriend.



OkI'llcallsomepeoplefromthecityandgetthem

tolookforher.

Bulelwa:Thanksmyfriend,thankyousomuch.

Nokubonga:You'vebeenmorethangoodtomemy

friend,it'stheleastIcando

BulelwaandNokubongapreparedthemselvesfor

theirdailyduties.

Nokubongatowheresheworksasamaidand

Bulelwatoherspotwhereshesellsatthemarket.

Nokubonga:WhodoicalltohelpusfindNikiwe?I

didn'treallyhavefriendsthereandamnotgoing

backtothatplace.

ThankstotheoddjobsIdoIhavesavedupenough

moneyforastartuptworoomedhouse.Ishalltry

oneoftheguardsatthepalacemaybehe'dhelp.

Sthembisogottothehospitalandwenttoaskat

receptionifhecanseeNikiwe,anursesawhimand

cametotalktohim.

Nurse:SirIwasabouttocallyou,yourcousinis



awakeandshewasjustmovedoutofICU.

Sthe:Gooddaytoyoutoosister,that'sthefirstthing

yousaytosomeoneright?

Nurse:GooddaysirandIwasonlytryingtohelp

Sthe:Thanksforthehelp,nowwhichwaydoIfind

her?

Nurse:Straightdownthepassagethenlastdooron

yourleft.

Sthe:Thankyou

Sthembisowentdownthepassageandgottothe

roomwhereNikiwewas.

Shewasasleepwhenhegotthere,holdingonthe

teddy.

Sthembisojustsatdownbesidesherandstared.

Sthe:Iftemptationwasapersonamsurethisis

howshe'dlooklike.Howcanapersonbeso

beautifulonahospitalbed.

NikiweopenedhereyesandSthembisosmiled.

Nikiwe:Whoareyou?



Sthe:Shefinallydecidedtoopenhereyes.

Welcomebackmyfriendyougavemequiteascare.

Nikiwe:Iaskedaquestion.Whoareyou?

Sthe:Forgivemymanners.MynameisSthembiso

andamyourcousin

Nikiwe:Cousin!?Whydon'tIknowyou?

Sthe:TruthbetoldIdon'tknowyoutoobutamglad

youawake.Andthoseeyesdamngirlyou'dmakea

guybankrupt.

Nikiwe:SorrybutIdon'tfollow

Sthe:Don'tfollowjustkeepstaring,amenjoyingthe

feeling.IseeyoumetmyfriendandIhopehehas

beengoodcompany.

Nikiwe:Youboughtit?Ilikeit,thankyou.Amthirsty

canIhavewaterplease.

Sthe:OkjustamomentandI'llgetyousomewater.

Sthembisogotupandwenttogethersomewater

andcameback.Shehelpedherdrinkthensatback

down.



Nikiwe:(blushing)You'vebeenstaringatmefora

whilenow.Why?

Sthe:Somethingaboutyoureyes,theyjustdrawme

intoyoursoul.

Thedoctorcameinholdingabigfile.

Doc:Gooddaysir,Iseeyoualreadyhere.

Nikiwe:DoctorhowlonghaveIbeenhere.

Doc:It'soveramonthnow.

Nikiwestearsbuiltupinhereyesandsheletthem

rolloutfreely.

Sthe:Heiwhyareyoucryingnow.Youaliveandam

here.

Nikiwe:Mymother.Shemustbeworriedsick.

Doc:Wellwedidn'thaveyourmother'snumber

that'swhywecalledyourcousin.Don'tworrytoo

muchcauseamgonnabelettingyougohome

tomorrow.

Thedoctorcheckedwhatneededtobe

checked,wroteafewthingsthenexcusedhimself



again.

Sthe:LookI'llfindyourmotherforyoujustdon'tcry

ok.HowdoIfindyourmother?

Nikiwe:(dryinghereyes)Ihavehernumberinmy

phonebutIdon'tknowwheremyphoneis.

Sthe:Ihaveyoustuff,I'lllookforyourphoneand

callyourmotherok.

Nikiwe:Thankyou

Sthe:Whereareyoufrom?

Nikiwe:AmfromavillagecalledThethatwocities

awayfromhere.

Sthe:Wowok.Youmustbetired,amgonnagoget

yousomefoodthenwecantalk.

SthembisogotupandwenttohiscarandNikiwe

closedhereyesagain.

Sthe:WhyamIdrawntothisgirl?Icouldlookather

alldaywithoutevenblinking.Andwhenshestares

backmychecksjustitch.Youverystupid

Sthembisomandon'tblush



Sthembisodroveofftogogetsomefood.

KhumalowastryingtocalmVeronicadownoverthe

issueofHlengiwestayingatthehousewiththem.

Khumalo:Calmdownshewon'tbehereforever.It's

justtillPalesagetsbetter.

Veronica:Howlongusthatandhow'sthis

arrangementgonnawork.There'sonlyonekitchen

inthishouseandit'snotbigenoughfortwowomen.

Khumalo:Iknow.JustallowHlengiwedoallthe

cookingandyoucanjustrelaxandplaymadam.

Veronica:Amnotlettingthatwomancookformy

man.Never

Khumalo:Doitformepleasemylove.Thesooner

shenursesPalesabacktoherselfthesoonershe'll

leave.

Veronica:Finethenbutsheshouldnotthrownasty

commentsatmeorI'llloseit

Khumalo:I'lltalktoher.



Hlengiwesetthetableforbrunchsinceitwastoo

lateforbreakfast.Buthermindwasnotheresoshe

wentupstairstoPalesa'sroom.

Shewasonherphonewhenshegotinandsaton

herbed.

Hlengiwe:Howareyoufeeling?

Palesa:Amokmom

Hlengiwe:IknowthisistraumaticforyouandIonly

wannamakeitbetter.ButIneedtoknowwhatreally

happened?

Palesa:Wowmothersowereallygonnagothere?

Yourboyfriendcameontomeandyouwannaknow

whathappened.

Hlengiwe:Hecalledmeandheswearshenever

touchedyou.TalktomePalesa,whatreally

happenedthatday?

Palesa:Leavemother,Iwanttosleep.

Hlengiwe:Yourefusedgoingtohospitalonthat

day,insistedyouwantedtocamehomeandsleep.

SoIneedtogetmyfactsstraightsoamnot



shockedincourt.

Palesa:ThestationinsistedIgettestedrightandI

did.ItwastraumaticenoughsoleavemotherI

wannasleep.

Hlengiwe:Thestationonlygotyoutestedafteryou

hadtwobathsPalesa,mostevidencethatcouldlink

himtothecrimewasalreadygone.Ineedyoutotell

mewhathappened,amyourmother.

Palesa:Yourboyfriendforcedhimselfonme,that's

whathappened.CanIsleepnow!?

Palesacoveredherheadwiththepillowandleft

Hlengiwewithmorequestionsthananswers

Hlengiwe:Foodisreadycomedownandeat.

Palesa:(fromunderthepillow)Amnothungry.

Hlengiwegotupandclosedthedoorbehindherand

wentbacktohertable.

KhumaloandVeronicawerealreadyseatedand

eating.

Khumalo:Where'sPalesa,isn'tshejoiningus?



Hlengiwe:Sheneedstobealonerightnow.She'll

eatlater.

Khumalo:Okthen.Thisfoodisniceremindsmeof

themealyoumadeforouranniversarylastyear.

Veronica:Idon'tlikethesaladit'stoobland

Hlengiwe:Notasblandastheminceyouattempted

forbreakfast!

Khumalo:LadiesPlease

Hlengiwe:There'sonlyoneladyonthistableand

thatladyisme.

Veronica:YouthepastHlengiweandamthefuture.

Khumaloignoredthemandstuffedhismouthwith

asmuchfoodashecouldputin.Poormanwas

hungry.

SkhumbuzoandLwandlearrivedatthehospitaland

wentintoseeNdoni.

Skhu:Nanaweback

Lwandle:Wowsisi!Whendidyougetthis



big(laughing)

Ndoni:CallmebigonemoretimeandI'llfreezeyour

skinnyfeettothefloor.

Lwandleraisedhishandsinsurrender,theygotin

andSkhumbuzowenttokisshiswife.

Skhu:Missedyou

Ndoni:Missedyoumore,nowtellmeyouboughtme

someribs.

Skhu:Nobutamgonnagogetthemjustnow

Skhumbuzohandedhiswifeherbagandshegotup

andwenttochange.

Skhu:I'llbebacksoonchamp

Lwandle:Iseeshe'sakingyourunaroundlikea

headlesschicken

Skhu:Womanandtheircravings

Ndoni:(fromthebathroom)Don'tforgetsomeice

creamandsourworms

Skhu:okNanaamgone.



SkhumbuzoleftandNdonicamebackfrom

changingandsatonthebed.

Ndoni:Talktoyoursisterbunnyears,something

tellsmesomethingisbotheringyou.

Lwandle:Amgoodsisterhonestlyamgood

Ndoni:Tryagain

Lwandle:Amreallyfinesisterunlessifyoureferring

tothestrangedreamsI'vebeenhaving.

Ndoni:Strangehow?

Lwandle:It'sthesamedreamoverandoveragain

andthevoiceofthebabycryingstaysinmyhead

throughouttheday.

Ndoni:WhatbabyLwandle?

Lwandle:Inmydreamaminaroomwithbabies.

Weplayingandlaughing,thensuddenlythisshadow

appearsandsnatchesonebabyfrommeandruns

off.Thebabycriessopainfullyandijustloseitand

everythinginmyroomjustshuttersintopieces.

Ndoni:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeadreamtome,it's

worrying.



Lwandle:NowthatIknowyoupregnant,couldthe

babycryinginmydreambeyours?

Ndoni:Seemslikeitlittlebrother,thequestionnow

iswho'stheshadowandwhattheywantwithmy

Babb?

Lwandle:Amlost

Ndoni:It'sokmybrotherI'llfigurethisout.The

warningsaid"someoneIhelpedwillcomebackto

biteme".

Lwandle:IsthereanythingIcandotohelp?

Ndoni:You'vehelpedmeenough.Yourdreamheld

thekeytoamysteryamgonnaunlockthatmystery

andsolveit.Youmybrotherareonegiftedchap

andafterallthisamgonnalookintoyourgift.

Lwandle:Yeahyeahwhatever.Youandyour

mysterioustalks

SthembisowasalmostleavingSpurwhenhis

brotherwalkedinsohegotatableandsatdown

waitingforhisbrother.Heorderedthencametosit



withhistwin

Skhu:Youandfood

Sthe:Foodislife.How'sourwife?

Skhu:She'sok,hungryasalways.Areyougoingto

theparents?

Sthe:NOactuallyamgoingbacktothehospital,

Nikiweisawake.

Skhu:OhthefilterMrsZunguusfinallyawake,how

isshe?

Sthe:Dudehereyes!Thatgirlcanmelttheentire

Northpolewithjustonelook

Skhu:Okbackup!Whoareyouandwhathaveyou

donetomytwin?

Sthe:Amrighthereman.Butmyheartjustturned

allmushmellowywhenthatlookedatme.Am

scared

Skhu:Someoneisinlove,it'sscaryIknow.Butwhat

aboutPhindi?

Sthe:Ican'teventhinkaboutPhindirightnow.She



askedmetofindhermomasshe'sbeing

dischargedtomorrow.

Skhu:Whereisshefrom?

Sthe:Thevillage.Thethasomething.AndIdon't

wanthertoleaveman

Skhu:Thentakehertoyourhouseuntillshe'sbetter

buttalktoPhindidude.Youdon'twantdrama.

Sthe:Thanksdude.

TheordercameandthetwinsexitedSpurtogether

andgotintotheircarsheadingtodifferenthospitals.

TheparentswerestillplanningonwhattogetNdoni

astheypreparingtogoseeheratthehospital

later,Nomadecidedtogodealwiththepalesaissue

onceandforall.

Noma:AmgonnaquicklygorunanerrandthenI'll

bebacksoon.

Langa:ShouldItakealongmylove.

Noma:it'sokmyking,stayitwillonlytakeafew



minutes.

Langa:Okthen.

Nomatookthecarkeysanddroveoffstraightto

Khumalo'shouse.

HlengiwewasdoingdisheswithKhumaloand

VeronicawaswatchingTVwhentheknockcameat

thedoor.

Veronica:I'llgetit.

Veronicagotupandwenttogetthedoor

Veronica:Ohwowmyqueenwelcome.

Shemadewayforthequeenandleadhertothe

sittingroom.

Veronica:Honeywehaveavisitor

Nomasatdownonthecouchcrossingherlegsand

notevenasinglesmile.

Hlengiwesawherandheroodchangedtoo.

KhumalowenttositbutHlengiweremainedwhere

shewasstaringattheirguest



Hlengiwe:Whatdoyouwanthereagain?

Veronica:Donotmindhermyqueen,shejustgotup

onthewrongsideofthebed.CanIgetyouanything

todrink?

Noma:Unfortunatelythisisn'tasocialvisit.Where's

yourdaughter?

Khumalo:Withallduerespectmyqueen,our

daughterisrestingafterthetraumayouguarddid

toher.

Hlengiwe:Whatdoyouwantwithmydaughter?

Noma:AmgladyouknowIdon'tmakecourtesy

visits.Yourdaughterhasdaredmeandamhereto

takeheruponthechallenge.CanIseeherplease

Hlengiwecrossedherarmsonherchestandputon

herbraveface.

Hlengiwe:NO.

Noma:Verywellthen.TellyourdaughterIwashere

andIwillbebacklater.

ShecriedrapeandgotRazorarrestedamgonna

bringrapetoherandgetherburied.Y'allbetter



makesurethatbythetimeIcomebackhereRazor

isseatedathomeandsippingonwhiskey.

Nomagotupandwentforthedoor.

Noma:Onemorething.Asnakeisonlyas

dangerousasit'smother,bestwaytodealwitha

snakeistowipeoutitsentiregeneration.

ShegotoutleavingKhumaloshockandHlengiwe

shaking.

Veronica:Whatthehelljusthappenedhere?
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OnhiswaybacktothehospitalStheremembered

thathestillhadNikiwe'sstuffinhiscar.Hegotto

thehospital,parkedhiscarthereachedforthebag

onthebackseat.

Hewentthroughthebagandfoundthephonebutit

wasoff.

Sthe:Batteryprobablydead.

Heconnectedthephonetothechargerinthecar

anditflickedcharging.

Heswitchediton

Sthe:Nopassword,impressive

Hewentthroughhercontactslistandfoundmom.

Hecopiedthenumbertohisphoneandallowedthe

otherphonecharge.Hetookafewdeepbreaths

andmadethecall.

Bulelwa:Hellowho'sthis?Nikiweisthatyou.

Sthe:Helloma,noit'snotNikiwe.Mynameis

Sthembiso.

Bulelwa:AmsorryIthoughtyouweremydaughter.

I'vebeenexpectinghercall.HowmayIhelpyou?



Sthe:WellmaNikiweaskedmetocallyouandtell

youshe'sokandthatshe'llcallyoulater.

Bulelwa:Youknowmydaughter?Didyouseeher

whereisshe?PleasegiveherthephoneIwantto

talktoherplease.

Sthe:CalmdownmaNikiweisfine.Shejustwent

outforawhilebutIpromiseshe'llcallyou.

Bulelwa:Thenwhoareyou,areyouhernewboss?

Sthe:Bossnomaamjustafriend.

Bulelwa:OohIsee.Pleasemyson,sheknowsno

oneinthatbigcruelcityandyousoundlikeagood

person.Takecareofher.

Sthe:(smiling)Iwillmake.Ihavetogonow.

Bulelwa:Pleasemysonbeforeyougo,tellhertocall

me

Sthe:Iwillma.Bye

Stheendedthecall,tookthefoodandgotoutthe

carandwalkedintothehospital.

NikiwewasawaketalkingtoherteddywhenSthe



gotin.

Sthe:Hopeyouhungry,Iboughtfood.

Nikiwejustblushedandhidherfacebehindthe

teddy.

Nikiwe:Thankyou

Sthembisoputthefoodbesidesher

Sthe:WishIcanstayandwatchyoueatbutIhave

anerrandtorun.

Nikiwe:Thankyousir.Yougoingtotoomuch

troubleforastranger.Why?

Sthe:Iwillonlyansweryouifyoupromiseneverto

callmesir.

Nikiwe:Ipromise

Sthe:Tellyouthetruthyounotgonnalikewhatam

abouttosay,hopeyoucanforgiveme.

Nikiwe:Forgiveyouforwhat?

Sthe:Amtheonethathityouwithmycar,itwasn't

intentional.BythetimeIhitthebrakesyouwere

alreadythereinthemiddleoftheroad.



Nikiwesaidnothing

Sthe:Lookamsorry,Ireallyam.ButifyoufeelI

deservetobepunishedthenIcanwillinglygiveyou

mygunandyoucanshootme.

NikiwelaughedatwhatSthembisosaid.

Sthe:What?

Nikiwe:Lifeisverypreciousandamgratefultobe

alive.Youowneduptoyourmistakeanddidn'trun

afterhittingme.

Sthe:Doesthatmeanyouforgiveme?

Nikiwe:Weallmakemistakessoyes.

Sthe:Thankyou.Imanagedtocallyoumotherand

assureherthatyoufine.Toldheryou'llcallherlater

andyourphoneischarginginmycar.

Nikiwe:Iseeyouthoughtofeverything.

Sthe:NowyougetupandeatyoufoodwhileIgo

runsomeerrandsandgettheguestroomreadyfor

yourarrivaltomorrow.

Nikiwe:Yourhouse!NosirIcan't,don'twannaget



youintotroublewithyourwife.

Sthe:(smiling)Wife.Don'tworrymywifewilllove

youandthisisnotnegotiable.Youmovinginwith

me

Nikiwe:Buticanjustcatchataxibackhome,Ihave

themoneysomewhereibag.

Sthe:Withbrokenribs,abrokenleganda

concussion?Yougoingnowherenoweatyourfood

andI'llbebacklater

SthembisomovedclosertoNikiweandkissedher

foreheadthewalkedoutleavingNikiwelostasto

whatjusthappened.ThatwasNikiwe'sfirstkiss

fromaguy.

Nikiwe:Didhejustkissme!?God!

Skhumbuzogottotheprivatehospitalandhiswife

wasallworkedupshewasevensweating.

Skhu:Heihoneycalmdown,what'sgoingon?

Lwandle!

Lwandle:Ijusttoldbyheraboutdreamandshe



refusestocomedown.

Skhu:Nanatalktome

Ndoni:SomeoneiscomingforourbabiesandI

needtofigureoutwho.

Skhumbuzosatonthebedandheldherhands.

Skhu:Ihearyoubabyandyouright.Ifanyoneis

comingforourbabiesthenweneedtofigureout

who.Togetherright

Ndoninoddedherhead

Skhu:Nowcalmdownandeat,youknowstressain't

goodforyou.

Lwandle:I'vebeentryingthatlineforawhilenow,

doesn'tseemtowork.

Skhu:Amgonnaaskthedoctortohookyoutoa

monitorjustsoIcankeeptrackofyourBPok.

Ndoni:Ok.Didyougetmemysweets?

Skhu:You'dkillifIdidn't,noweat

NdoniIwentthroughthebagthebedandopened

hersourwinegumsandstartedeatingthem.



Lwandle:Eeeiw!Mytonguecan'thandlethe

sournessofthosejellysweets.Don'tknowhowyou

doit.

Ndoni:GoodcauseIwasn'tabouttoshare.

SkhumbuzocamebackwithadoctorandNdoni

wasputonamonitorandadrip.

Skhu:Yougetsomesleepwhenyoudoneeating.

Amgoingtogohomeandcomebackwitheveryone.

Ndoni:OkbutI'llmissyou.

Skhu:Iwillcallyoueveryhour.

Ndoni:IsBab'Zondoatthehouse?

Skhu:Yes

Ndoni:Whentheotherscome,don'tleavehim

behind.

Skhu:Ok.LwandlecloseyoureyesIwannakissmy

wife

Lwandle:Dudeamnotababyyouknowand

besidesmomanddadkissatthetableallthetime.

Ndoni:Stopbeingsillyandclosethoseeyes.



LwandleclosedhiseyesandSkhumbuzogavehis

wifeaverypassionatekissandwhispered

somethinginherear.

Skhu:(whisper)missmakinglovetomywife.

Ndoni:Missittoo

SkhumbuzoandLwandleleftandNdoniwasleft

withherfood.Sheatethenrested.

SthembisowasinhiscardrivingtoPhindi,she

wasn'tatworktodaysohedrovetoherflat.Parked

outsidethencalledhertocomeout.

Phindiwasexcitedsoshewastednotime,few

minutesafterthecallshewasgettinginthecar.

Phindi:MyloveImissedyou.

PhindiwentinforakissbutSthembisolooked

away

Sthe:Kindahavefluandwouldn'twantyou

catchingit.

Phindi:Oohok.Sowhereareyoutakingmefor



thosedrinks.

Phindi:ActuallyIwasthinkingwhynotjustsithere

andtalk.

Phindi:ok.Whosebagsarethose?

Sthe:Nikiwe'sbags

Phindi:Who'sNikiwe?

Sthe:ThecallIhitwithmycar.

Phindi:Andwhataretheydoinginyourcar!?

Sthe:Samethingyoudoinginmycar,catchinga

freeride.

Phindi:AmnotjokingSthembiso!

Sthe:DoIlooklikeamlaughing?

Phindi:ThatvillageJezebelreallyhasgottenunder

yourskinIsee!

PhindiwasangrybutSthembisodidn'tseemtocare

anymore.

Sthe:Saysthegirlwhodoesn'tknowher

parents,howlow



Phindi:WowSthembiso!Didyoureallyhavetobring

inmyparentsintothis?

Sthe:DidyouhavetocallheraJezebel!?

Anywaythat'snotwhyamhere.Weneedtotalk

Phindi:Amlistening,talk.

Sthe:Recentlyyou'vebecomethisselfishand

inconsideratepersonwhocaresaboutno-onebut

herself.Idon'tlikethatinfactIhateit

Phindi:Islovingyouandwantingtohaveyouallto

myselfacrimeSthembiso?

Sthe:Nolovingmeain'ttheproblembutwhen

becomeobsessedwithmethenthatbecomes

dangerous.

Phindi:Whatareyousaying?

Sthe:YourloveisbecomingtoxicPhindileandtoo

muchformetohandle.

Phindile'stearsthreatenedhereyes,shecouldhear

wherethisconversationwasleading.

Phindi:Isitanotherwoman,areyoucheatingonme?



Sthe:There'snooneelse.Ourrelationshiphasbeen

goingSouthforawhilenowandveryhotinthe

Southmycomplectioncan'ttakeit.

Phindi:Areyoudone,canIgonow?

Sthe:AmsorryPhindile.

Phindile'sgotoutthecarandstoodatthedoor

wipinghertears.

Phindi:Amlate,twoweeksnow.Youbetterpraymy

periodcomesorstartgettingyouprioritiesincheck.

Sheclosedthedoorandrushedoff.

Sthe:Late!Howpossible.Noitcan'tbe

He'lltothenotothenever!

Sthembisodroveoff.

Veronica:Cansomeonepleaseanswerme.What

justhappenedhereandwhatdidthequeenmean

by"wipeouttheentiregeneration"?

BothHlengiweandKhumaloignoredVeronicaand

Khumalocalledforhisdaughter



Khumalo:PalesaGoodnessKhumalocomedown

herethisverymoment!(Shouting)

Hlengiwe:AmscaredKhumalo,thelasttimethis

womanwashereireceivedacoffinwithmyson's

coldcorpse

Khumalo:Itoldyouthispeoplearedangerousyet

youhadtogetintobedwithenemyHlengiwe.Now

lookwhereweare!

Hlengiwe:That'srichcomingfromyouKhumalo.

Youaretheonewhointroducedmysoninto

gangsterismandyourshadybattles

PalesacamedownstairsinherPJ's.

Palesa:Stopshouting!Anyofyourememberwe

haveababyinthehouse.

EveryonewenttositincludingVeronica.

Hlengiwe:Thequeenwashereandsheboughta

messageforyou.

Palesa:Whatqueenandwhatmassage?

Khumalo:Shesaidtotellyou"youcryrapeandgot

Razorarrestedsoshe'llbringrapetoyouandget



youburied"!

Palesa:Whatthehell!Whoisthisqueen?

Hlengiwe:Shealsosaid"asnakeisonlyas

dangerousasit'smotherandthebestwaytodeal

withitistowipeoutitsentiregeneration"!Areyou

tryingtogetuskilledPalesa?

Palesa:WhatdidIdomother?Andwhoisthis

queen?

Veronica:ThequeenisNdoni'smotherandlooked

veryupset.

Khumalo:NowPalesaamgonnaaskyouthis

question:Areyousureofyourversionofevents

thatday?Didthatmistertouchyou?

Palesa:Yesfatheramsure.Butwhathurtsmore

thatthatisthatmyownparentsdon'tbelieve

me(crying)

Hlengiwe:Webelieveyouhoneywejustwantto

makesure.

Khumalo:Inthatcaseweneedtocallthepoliceand

tellthemthatRaymond'speopleareintimidatingus



todropthecharges.

Veronica:Youwannagetthequeenarrested?That

soundsdangerous

Hlengiwe:Doyouhaveanysuggestionsthenseeing

thatyoucan'tshutyourmouth?

Khumalo:It'salreadylatenowsofirstthing

tomorrowmorningwegoingtothepolice.

Palesa:Yousaidthequeenisdangerous,why?

Hlengiwe:Theyaretheone'swhokilledyourbrother

incoldblood,hadhiscoldbodydeliveredtousina

coffin.

Palesa:What!Nomotherhowdoyouknowthat?

Khumalo:She'stellingthetruthmybaby.Those

peopleareheartless

Hlengiwe:IknowthisbecauseRaymondconfirmed

it.

Palesa:CanIbeexcusedplease.

Palesarushedtoherroomshakingfromfear.

Palesa:OhmyGod!WhathaveIdone?Iftheykilled



brotherinsuchabrutalmannerthentheymustbe

comingforMrtoo.GodIcan'tdieplease.

DownstairsHlengiweandKhumaloweregetting

readytoleave.KhumalowasgoingwithHlengiwe

togetherstuffatthehotel.

Veronica:YounotleavingmeherealoneKhumalo!

Whatifthequeencomesbackandfindsmehereall

alone.Ididn'tlikeherlookearlier.

Khumalo:Okfinelet'sgo.

Palesawasleftaloneupstairsbitingherfingers

tryingtofindawaytogetoutofherownweboflies.

Palesa:ThinkPalesa,think.DoIsticktomystoryor

tellthetruth?HowIwishThabisowasstillalive,

he'dknowwhattodo.Healwayshadmyback.

TheguardshaverefusedtoallowNolithaenterthe

housesoshedecidedtogocatchataxibackto

theirpalacebutthenshesawSkhumbuzodrivein

soshestoppedhim.Skhumbuzostoppedthecar

androlleddownthewindow.



Noli:Skhumbuzohi.

Skhu:HiNolitha.CanIhelpyou?

Noli:NdoniandIhadanicecreamdatetodayand

shecancelledsoIjustcametocheckifshe'sok.

Lwandle:She'sfine.Youknowhowyouladiesget

whenyoupregnant.

Noli:Soshe'spregnant.Congratulations

Skhumbuzo.

Skhu:Amkindofinahurryso..yeah

Noli:OkthenIcallher

Skhumbuzopulledupthewindowanddrivenin.

Lwandle:Seemslikeyoudon'tlikeher,what'sup.

Skhu:Herandtheirentiregeneration.Herfamily

hasputmywifethroughhell.

BythetimeSkhumbuzogottothehouseeveryone

wasalreadywaitingtogoseeNdonisohedropped

offLwandleandeveryonegotintotheircarsandoff

tothehospitalagain.Nomahadboughtallkindsof

congratulationsballoonsandteddiesfortheironly



daughter.

Theygottothehospitalandtheentireroyal

entouragewalkedincausingastiratthehospital.

Mkhuselileadingtheteam.

Ndoniwasasleepwhentheygotin

Nomi:WakeyWakeymothertobe!

Nandi:Shelooksevenmorebeautifulandglowing.

Skhu:Mywifehasalwaysbeenmorebeautiful

mother.

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedateveryone.

Ndoni:Youallhere(smiling)

Langa:Yesbabyweallhere.

Theyexchangedhugsandevenkissesbutthen

whenitwashisfatherin-lawsturnshehuggedhim

andsomethingticked.

Ndoni:No!(Screaming)

Skhu:Whatisitmylove,areyouok?

Beforeshecouldevenanswerasharppain



attackedherandshescreams

Ndoni:Aaaaah!

Herbreathingwasescalatingoutofcontrol,shewas

sweatingandthemonitorwentwild.

Skhumbuzorushedtoherandheldherhand.

Skhu:OkguysIthinky'allshouldwaitoutside,her

BPisgoinguptoohigh.

SkhumbuzotookouthisphoneandcalledBella.

Bella:Himyfriend.

Skhu:BellaIneedyoutogettothehospitalnow!

Bella:Whatisit,what'sgoingon?

Skhu:It'smywife.HerBPisveryhighandIthink

she'sinpain.

Bella:Oktryandcalmherdown,amonmyway.

Skhu:HurryBella

Ndoni:Aaaaahmommy,ooohithurts.

Skhu:It'sokbabyit'sok,trytocalmdownand

breathok.Amhere.



Bab'Zondo:Weneedtogethertothepalace.

Skhu:There'snotimeforthatBab'Zondo!Mywifeis

inpainandsheneedstobeinhospital.

Everyonelefttheroomandwenttostandoutside,

watchingthroughthewindow.Theotherdoctors

cametocheckonher.

Doc:MrsZunguamgonnaneedyoutocomedown

andexplaintomewherethepainisandhowsharp?

Ndoni:It'sverysharpdoctor,rightundermybelly

buttonandatthebacktoo.

Skhu:Ithinksit'scontractionsdoc

Doc:Seemslikeitbutamgonnaneedherfull

medicalfile.LetmegogetitandI'llbeback.

Skhu:Icalledhergynecologist,she'sinherway.

Doc:Goodletmegogfetthefilethen.

ThedoctorleftandSkhumbuzoheldhiswife'shand

andkissedher

Ndoni:What'sgoingonmylove,whyamIinso

muchpain!Aaaaahgosh!



Skhu:(smiling)Ithinkourlittleminionswanttomeet

mommyanddaddynow.

Ndoni:NObabyit'stoosoon,wouldtheysurvive?

Skhu:AllIneedyoutodonowislookintomy

eyes,trytocalmdownandbreath.Hitmeifitmakes

youfeelbetter.Amnogoinganywhere.

Thewaitbeganastheraysstoodoutsidewaitingto

hearwhatwasgoingon.

NandiwasprayingandNomawasjustpacingup

anddown
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Nolithatookataxibacktothepalaceansasof

recentlythepalaceisawfullyquiet.

Shegotinsideandsatintheloungeswitchingon

someTV.

Nkosicamefromhisstudyandjoinedhisdaughter.

Nkosi:Whyismyprincessseatedalonelookingso

depressed?

Noli:ImissZweliandmom.IknowZweliwasn't

alwaysjomebutIcouldcallhimonthephoneifI

wantedto.

Nkosi:Iknowmyprincessandimissyoutwo.But

youknowZevileispregnantrightandsoonshe'll

givebirthandyou'llhavebrother'stoplaywith.

Noli:SpeakingofZevile,whereissheandhow'sher

condition?ThelasttimeIsawhershewasmentally

retarded.

Nkosi:Sheishomewithherpeopleanddoingfine.

Nowhowwasyourvisittoyourfriend?

Noli:Oohwelltheyrefusedtoletmeseeher.ButI



didseeherhusbandandbrother.

Nkosi:Butwhydidn'ttheyallowyouseeher?

Noli:IguesswhatauntyThobilesaidwastrue.They

tryingtoprotectherpregnancy.

Nkosieyeslitwhenhisdaughtersaidthat.

Nkosi:Sosheispregnant?

Noli:Yepherbrothertoldme.

Nkosi:(praising)Godsofourlandyoudeserveto

bepraised.Wethankyou.

Noli:Thispregnancyismywaybacktomyfriend

life.Amgonnathrowherthebiggestbabyshower

ofalltimes.ThatwayshecanseejusthowsorryI

amforeverything.

Nkosi:Ablessingindeed,thingsarelookinggood.

Noli:Okdadamgonnagoupstairsanddosome

researchontheshower.

Nkosi:Okmyprincessamjustgonnasitrighthere

andbingeonnewsupdates.

NolithalefttoherroomandNkosichangedthe



Chaneltonewsandwaitedforhiswifetoarrive.

Nkosi:NowallIhavetodoishavemypeoplewatch

andfollowtheprincesseseverymove.Myboysare

gonnacomehome,amgonnahaveanheirtomy

throne.

Bellafinallyarrivedatthehospitalandrushed

straighttoNdoni'sroom.

Skhu:Goodyoufinallyhere.Youhavetodo

somethingshe'sinpain.

Ndoni:Aaahahahhhgosh

Bella:OkNdoniyamanziamgonnaneedyoutotry

andcalmdownok,calmdownandbreath.

Skhu:It'stoosoonforlabordoc,dosomething

Bella:Amgonnaneedyoutohelpherchangeinto

hospitalgownsoIcancheckherandestablishif

she'shavingcontractionsorBrixtonHicks.

Skhu:Ok

Bella:I'llbebackjustnow



SkhumbuzohelpedNdonioffthebedandtothe

privatebathroomtohelpherchange.

Whenthedocgotouttheroomtheparentswereall

waitingwithquestionsthatneededanswers.

Noma:What'sgoingondoc,issheinlabor?

Nandi:Yespleasetelluswhat'sgoingon.

Bella:Idon'thaveanswersfornowbutassoonasI

checkherI'lltellyoualleverything.

Gogo:Isn'tittoosoonforanykindofpainwhether

laborortheToniBraxtonyoudoctorsliketalking

about?

Bell:Wellwithamultiplepregnancylikethisoneit's

nevertooearlyaslongaswewelloverthesecond

trimester.PleaseexcusemeIreallyhavetorush

Thedoctorrushedtoheroffice.

Langa:WishtherewassomethingIcando,mylittle

girlseemsinsomuchpain.

Zungu:Godsofourlandshowyourdaughtermercy.

Skhumbuzohelpedhiswifechangethenbackto



theroomandonthebed.

Shewasreallyinpain,youcouldseeitonherface.

Ndoni:Getmecoldwater,it'shotinhereamburning

up

Skhu:OkokI'llberightback

AssoonasSkhumbuzolefttheroomthe

temperaturewentfromnormaltoextremelycold

andNdoniknewwhatwasgoingon

Voice:Myqueenit'salmosttime

Ndoni:HowmuchtimedoIhave?Myfatherin-law

needsmyhelp.

Voice:Notenoughmyqueen,thepassagetomystic

landopenstomorrowmorningat10:00am

Ndoni:Sotheywilldeliveredunderwater?

Voice:Naturedemandsitthatwaymyqueen,the

nextkingofUnyaziwillbebornunderwater

naturally.Mytimehereisup,Ihavetogo.Mystic

landawaitsyourarrival.

ThecoldairvanishedandNdoniwasmoving



uncomfortablyonherbed.Thepainskeptattacking

Ndonistrongeraftertheotherandshewaslosing

strengthwitheachepisode.

Skhumbuzocamebackwiththedoctor

Bella:MrsZunguamgonnaneedyoutolaydown

formeandrelaxok.Amgonnafirstdoan

ultrasoundtocheckyourbabiesheartbeats,thenam

gonnahickyoutoamachinetomonitorriseheart

beatsok.Thenamgonnacheckyourposition.

Ndoni:Ok

Skhuwasbesideshiswifeholdingherhand.Aftera

whilethedoctortookoffherprotectivegloves

Skhu:And

Bella:Braceyourselfmypeople,yourwifeisinlabor.

Ndoni:Aretheyok,strongenoughforbirth?

Bella:Amgonnagiveyouaninjectiontoslowdown

theprocessforawhileandhelptheirlungsdevelop

faster.Thatwillgiveyousometimetosleepabit

Skhu:Howlongisabit?



Bella:ThatwilldependonyourbabiesMrZungu.

Thedoctorleftandtheroyalswherestilloutside.

Zungu:Anynewsnowdoctor.

Bella:She'sinlabormyroyals,it'sgonnabealong

night..

Thedoctorlefttoherofficeandsoonasistercame

togiveNdoniherinjection.

Therestofthefamilycamebackintotheroom.

Noma:Oohmybaby.Can'tbelieveyougonnabea

mother(crying)

Bab'Zondo:Weneedtogetgoingmyking,shecan't

givebirthhere.

Zungu:Iknow,Iknow

Skhu:Fathercan'ttraditionbeexcusedjustthis

once.She'sintoomuchpainandalotcanhappen

outsideahospital.Sheneedspropermedicalcare.

Nandi:Traditioncan'tbechangedson,Iknowthisis

scaryforyoubutweroyals.Youneedtobestrong..

Ndoni:Theyrightmylove,Ihavetobeatthepalace



anddon'tworryI'llbefine.

Sthembisoarrivedwith5Ferraritoycarsindifferent

colours.Heopenedthedoorandentered.

Sthe:RichuncleStheinthehouseandIcome

bearinggifts.

Ndoni:Youareverydramatic

Gogo:Ithinkweneedtogowaitoutsideandgive

hersometimetorest.

Skhu:Amgoingnowhere.

Nandi:Wewillberightoutsidemydaughter.

Theywalkedoutsideagainbutmkhuselididn't

move,hemadehimselfcomfortablenexttothebed

sitting.

Skhu:Amsorrymyloveforthepainammakingyou

gothrough.

Ndoni:Wellamgonnamakeyoupayforthatas

soonastheyborn.RightnowIneedyoutolistento

me

Skhu:Anything



Ndoni:Ineedtobeatthepalacebytonight,makeit

happen.

Skhu:Youcan'thandlethosebumpyroadsinyour

conditionNana.

Ndoni:WhoamISkhumbuzo?

Theinjectionwasstartingtoworkandshewas

sleepy.Skhumbuzolefttogojointherestofthe

familyoutside.

Sthe:Congratulationsbro,bytheendofthisyou'll

officiallybeafather.

Skhu:It'snothappeningfastenoughbro,Ican'tbear

seeingherinsomuchpain.

Sthe:Yourwifeisverystrongan,she'llbejustfine.

Zungu:Sonweneedtogethertothepalace.

Skhu:SthembisocallMark,tellhimtogettheprivate

jethere.

Sthe:Iexpectnothingelse,I'llmakethecallnow.

Bab'Zondo:Bestrongmyprince,bestrong.

Noma:Sinceit'sgonnabealongnightamgonnago



getussomethingtoeat.

Gogo:goodidea

Langa:Amcomingwithyou

NomaandLangalefttogogetfoodand

Skhumbuzowasfrustrated,worriedabouthiswife.

KingZunguwasholdinginhispainasnottodisrupt

hisson'sfocus.

LangaandNomamadeastopsatthehardware

beforemakingtheirwaytoKhumalo'shouse.

Khumalo,HlengiweandVeronicajustgotbackand

Hlengiwewasunpackingherstuffintheguest

bedroom.

PalesainherroombathingherbabyandVeronica

andKhumalowatchingTV.

AknockatthedoorcameandKhumalowentto

open,histhroatdriedwhenhesawwhowasatthe

door.

Nomalookingallshadesofsexyholdinganaxeand



Langabesideshersmilingwholeholdinga5pound

hammer.

Noma:Aqueenthatalwayskeepstoherpromises,

amhere.

Langa:Ain'tyougonnaletusinsir?

Khumalomovedawayfromthedoorandthewalked

inandwentstraighttothelounge.Veronicawanted

tohidewhenshesawthem

Veronica:(stuttering).We.Welcomemykingand

queen.

Noma:Getyourlittlefamilydownhere

Khumalo,timeismoney!

Langa:Beforethat,emptyyourpocketsonthetable

please

Khumalo:What?Soyouholdingmehostageinmy

ownhouse?

Hlengiweappearedfromthebedroomunawareof

whatwashappeninginthelounge.

Hlengiwe:Ammakinglambstewfordinner.Isthat

onKhumalo?



Noma:Soundsdelicious

Hlengiwe:Whatthehell!

Langa:Joinuspleaseandphoneorphonesonthe

tablenow!

Hlengiwewasshakingasshesawthatitwasabout

togetmessy.

Noma:Letmegogettheladyofthemomentsowe

cangetthispartystarted.Therestofyousitand

smile!

Nomawentupstairsandlookedatalltheroomtill

shefoundPalesa's.Shestoodatthedoorand

calledPalesa.

Noma:Wehavingapartydownstairs,joinusnow!

ShockedPalesaputdownherbabywhowashow

asleepandfollowedNoma.

Shealmostpeedonherselfwhenshesawtheaxe

andhammeronthetable,herparentsseatedso

closelytogetherterrified.

Langa:Theladyofthemoment,welcome.



Noma:NexttothewallPalesa

Palesawentandstoodagainstthewallstillnotsure

whatwashappening.

Hlengiwe:Pleasedon'thurther,Ibeg.

Noma:Shutup!Wearegoingtoplayalittlegame

withPalesa.Amgonnaask5questionsandeach

questionPalesagetswrongIpinheragainstthis

wallwithmyhammerandnails.

Palesa:(crying)What.Noplease.

Palesawentonherkneesandbegged

Langa:GetthehelluporI'llchopofyourempty

head.

Palesagotupandstoodagainstthewallagain

shakingandcrying.

Noma:Firstquestion.Haveyoueverbeenraped?

Khumalo:Whysuchextremesmyroyals,can'twe

justresolvethislikeadultsplease

Noma:AnswerthequestionPalesa!

Palesalookedathermotherwhowasshakingin



fear,hisfatherwhoseemedlikehe'dlostallhope.

Hlengiwe:Mydaughterwouldneverlieaboutsuch

athing

HearingthefaithhermotherhadinherPalesa

lookeddownandanswered.

Palesa:Yes

Noma:Verywell.Bywho?

Palesalookedathermotheragainandanswered.

Palesa:RaymondBlack

Nomasmiledandextendedherhandtoher

husband.LangahandedNomatwo6inchnails.

Noma:Twowrongs,twonails

NomasontowalkedtoPalesaandheldherhand

againstthewallplacingthenailperfectlyinposition

Noma:Dothehonoursmyhusband,youPalesado

notmoveaninchoramablowupeveryoneinthis

houseincludingyoupreciousbaby.

Hlengiwe:(whippingandbegging)Myqueenplease

she'stheonlychildIhaveleft.



Noma:AndRazoristheonlyfriendItrust.

Veronicawasonherkneeshidingherheadunder

thecoffeetable.Shewasterrified

Palesa:Please

LangacarefullynailedPalesa'shandagainstthe

wallcausingaverypainfulscreamfromPalesa,

KhumaloandHlengiwe.

Nomajustmovedtotheotherhandtakingnonotice

ofthescreamandbloodthatwasoozingoutof

Palesa'shand.

CarefullyagainLangapinnedthesecondnail

Palesa:Motheramsorry,pleasetellthemto

stop(sobbing)

Noma:3rdquestion

Palesa:PleaseIlied,hedidn'ttouchme(crying)

Hlengiwe:What!?Palesahowcouldyou,howcould

youPalesa!?

Khumalo:Tellmeit'sthepainspeakingPalesa,tell

meyoudidnotjustframeaninnocentman.



Palesa:(crying)Amsorrypapa

Noma:Nowthiswasn'tsohardwasit?Nowam

gonnaneedyouPalesatomakeaphonecalltothe

station,soundconvincinganddropthosecharges.

PalesanoddedandNomatookHlengiwe'sphone

calledthestationandheldthephonetoPalesa'sear.

Thechargeswasdroppedandtheofficersaid

Raymondwillbereleasedtomorrowmorning.

Noma:Wishwecouldstayfordinnerpeople,butwe

havesomewheretobe.

Langa:Beforewego,Raymondwillneedsomesort

ofcompensationforallthetortureyourdaughter

hereputhimthrough.

Khumaloyourtitledeedplease,now!

Khumalo:NOPLEASE!

Noma:Doyouwannajoinyourdaughteronthewall?

Khumalogotupanddisappearedintohisroomand

rushedbackwiththedocumenthandingittoLanga.

Langa:NicedoingbusinesswithyouonceagainMr



mayor.

Noma:Nowgetyourdaughteroffthatwalland

vacatethishousetomorrowmorning.Itnow

belongstoRazor.

Takingtheexeandhammertheroyalsleft.

Khumalorushedtohisdaughterwhowaslossing

strengthandabouttopassout.

Khumalo:Hlengiwegetapliersquickweneedtoget

thisnailsout,she'sdying.

Hlengiwedidnotevenmove.

Shehadherheadonthekitchentablecrying.

Khumalo:Hlengiwe!

Veronicagotupfromunderthetableandwentto

getthepliersinthegarage.TheyheldWeakcrying

Palesafirmandpulledthenailsoutcausingeven

morepain.

PalesapassedoutandVeronicacalledan

ambulance.

Hlengiwedidnotmoveevenamuscle,shejust

stoodtherecryingsopainfully.



Theprivatejetfinallyarrivedatthehospitalandthe

hospitalwasfloodingwithjournalist.Howthey

heardthenews,onlyGodknows.

Butwithinminutesthehospitalwasonthenews.

SamenewschannelNkosihappenedtobe

watching.

Reporter:Breakingnews

Aprivatejetjustlandedoutsidenetcareprivate

hospital.Speakingtothestuffatthehospitalitwas

confirmedthatPrincessNdoniyamanziZungu,wife

ofmillionaireSkhumbuzoZungujustwentinto

laborandisbeingmovedtoaprivatelocation.

ThisisNtombiJunereportinglivefromoutside

netcareprivatehospital.Staytunedformore

updates

Nkosiwasnowonhisfeetwithhismouthopen.

Nkosi:Privatelocation?Thatcanonlymeanthe

palace.Royalbabiesarebornatthepalace

Inthatverymomenthisphonerang



Nkosi:What

Guard:Mykingyouneedtogetherenow,the

princessisscreaminginpain,she'sholdingher

stomachandwethinkshe'sgoingintolabor.

Nkosi:Aminmyway.

NkosigrabbedthekeystooneofThoble'scarsand

rushedoutmakingacalltoZevile'smother.

Nkosi:Myin-lawgettomypalacerightnow,Ithink

Zevilejustwentintolabor.

Queen:Ooohgoodness.Thebabiesmightnotmake

itifwedon'tfindthatsacrificialbabynow.Even

Zevilemightdie.

Nkosi:Justgettothepalace,Iknowofapregnant

princesswhoisalsosaidtobeinlabourrightnow.

Queen:Amonmyway.

Nkosispeedoffleavingthepalacetothebush

whereZevilewas.

AfteralotofargumentsBellafinallyagreedthat



theycanmoveNdonitothepalaceonconditionthat

shecomesalong.SoNdoniwaspushedoutifthe

hospitalonawheelchairbyherhusbandfollowed

byMKHUSELI,BellaandSthembiso.

Therestofthefamilygotintotheircarsanddrove

straighttothepalace.

Aftereverythingwassetthegetpreparedfortake

offallthewaytoUNYAZIkingdom
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TheQueenofEmajubakingdomwenttoinformher



husbandthatshewillbeleavingforEmpumelelweni

kingdomastheirdaughterisinlabor.

Sheenteredthethroneroomwherethekingwas

seatedandsatnexttohimonthefloor.

Queen:Mykinggreetings

King:Ndlovukazi.HowdoIhelpyou?

Queen:MykingIjustreceivedaphonecallfrom

kingZanokuhle,ourin-law.Zevilehasgoneinto

labor.

King:UnephuthaNdlovukazi.Nkosiisyourin-law

notmineandasforthatdaughterofyoursIcouldn't

carelessifshelivesordies.Adaughterevilenough

tosleepwithherownfatherin-lawandgetpregnant

byhim!Thatdaughterisasgoodasdeadtome.

Queen:WellIamgoingmykingcauseinallyou

havesaidsheisstillmydaughterandIgavebirthto

her.

King:Maybethat'sthereasonthegod'srefused

givingyouason.Ifyoucangivebirthtosucha

shamefulgirlimaginewhattheboywho'dbelike.



He'dbeamurderer

Queen:Somykingyoumockingmyinabilitytogive

youason?

King:Ammockingmyselffornotseeingyoufor

whoyoureallyare.Anirresponsiblemother.

Thequeengotupandstoodonherfeet

Queen:WellIamleaving

King:Pleasedo

Thequeenstormedoutifthethroneroomandwent

outsidetocallaguard

Queen:Guard

Aguardcamerunning

Guard:Ndlovukazi

Queen:Tellmydrivertogetthecarready,amgoing

toEmpumelelweni.

Guard:Asmyqueenpleases

Thequeenwentbackinsidetoputonherroyal

attireandthingsshemightneedthenwentforthe



carwhichwasalreadywaitingforher.

King:Zevileinlabor,god'sofourlandwhyareyou

sleeping?Whyletsuchanabominationcovermy

kingdom!

TheparamedicssarriveatKhumalo'sresidentand

Palesawasattendedto,theytookherintothe

ambulanceandKhumalowasnotstayingbehind.

Khumalo:Hlengiweareyoucoming?

Hlengiwesaidnowordandnotmovingfromwhere

shewasstanding.

Khumaloleftwithherdaughterintheambulance

andHlengiweandVeronicaremainedbehind.

Veronica:Areyounotfollowingyourdaughter?

Hlengiwe:IDONOTHAVEADAUGHTER!now

excusemeplease

Hlengiwetookhercarkeysandwalkedforthedoor.

Veronica:Whereareyougoingnow?

Hlengiwe:Tolookforaplacetostay,youshoulddo



thesame.

Hlengiwewenttohercaranddroveoffleaving

Veronicaalone.

Veronica:GodwheredoIgofromhere?Icouldgo

toahotelforamonthorsobutwhathappenswhen

themoneyrunsout?

Ican'tgobacktoGogocauseRaymondwouldkill

me,thosepeopleareruthless!Whatkindofwoman

hasasheartashardasNoma's.Pinningaperson

againstthewallalive!

CrystalcriedupstairsandVeronicawantedtodie

Veronica:Ooohgosh!Whatkindoftroubleisthis

one,whatamIgonnadowithacryingbabyinthis

situation?

VeronicawentupstairsandpickedupCrystaland

wentwithherdownstairsforherbottle...

Hlengiwedrovestraighttothehospitalandwentin

andwenttoaskfortheofficerinchargeofthecase

againstRaymond.

Officer:MrsKhumaloyouback.



Hlengiwe:Ijustcametocheckifyouheardthatwe

wanttodropthecaseagainstRaymondBlack.

Officer:Ohyesbutyouknowthereareprocessedto

befollowedandMrBlackcanonlybereleased

tomorrow.

Hlengiwe:Can'thejustbeletfreenow,Imeanthis

wasjustallamisunderstanding.

Officer:Rulesarerulesma'amamsorry.Areyou

reallysureyourdaughterwantstodropthe

charges,issheinsomekindofpressureor

intimidationtodoso?

Hlengiwe:NointimidationwhatsoeverofficeasI

saiditwasallabigmisunderstanding.

Officer:Verywellthen.

Hlengiwe:CanIseehimplease?

Officer:Idon'tseewhynot.Followme

Hlengiwefollowedtheofficertothevisitorsroom

andtheofficerwenttogetRaymondinhiscell.

Officer:RaymondBlack,visitor!



Raymondgotupandhewasletoutfollowingthe

officertothevisitorsroom.

WhenHlengiwesawhimshestoodupand

Raymondalmostturnedback.

Hlengiwe:Raymondpleasehearmeout.

Raymondclenchedhisfistonceandturnedwalking

towardsHlengiwe.HetookaseatandHlengiwesat

backdowntoo

Hlengiwe:Palesadroppedthecharges

Razor:SoIhear.WhatcanIdoforyou?

Hlengiwe:Amsorrymylove,sosorry.

Razor:NotassorryasIamforthetimeIwasted

lovingyou.

Hlengiwe:IreallyamsorryandIknowyounotabad

guy,IwasonlydoingwhatIthoughtwasbestformy

daughter.

Razor:Youknow,yousay!Ihadtospendthree

nightsinafilthyovercrowdedcellfullofcriminals

foracrimeIdidnotcommit.Andyoucamehere

withyourcrocodiletearsandsayyousorry!



KeepitHlengiwe.Keepit.

RaymondgotupandleftHlengiweintears.

Raymondwastakenbacktohiscell,Hlengiwe

pulledherselftogether,gotupandleftdrivingback

home.

NkosiarrivedatthebusheswhereZevilewasandit

wasintense.Zevilewasscreaminglikeamad

womanwithatoothache.

TheguardshelpedthekinggetZevileintothecar

andthecarspeedoffgoingtothepalace.The

midwife'swerealreadycalledandwaitingtodeliver

thetwoprinces.

TheyfinallyarrivedattheplaceandZevile'swas

takentoherroom.

Herwaterhadalreadybrokeanditwastime,the

princeswerehere.

Zevilewashelddownbytwoothermidwife'scause

shejustwouldn'tstaystill

Zevile:AmIgonabeaqueen,Isittime?



Midwife:Yesmyqueenit'stimeandeveryoneis

alreadywaitingoutsidetomeettheirqueen.Butyou

needtogivemeapushsowecangomeetyour

peopleoutside

Zevilenoddedinagreement,shewassoexcited.

Zevilepushedashardasshecould

Midwife:Youdoinggoodmyqueen,nowanother

one.pusssssh

Nkosiwaswaitingdownstairsanxiousandworried

abouthisson'sbirth,hecouldhearthescreamsall

thewaydownstairs.

Zevile'smotherfinallyarrivedandtherewasnotime

forgreetings.

Queen:Whereisshe?

Nkosi:Upstairsinherroom.

Thequeenrushedupstairsandwenttoholdher

daughter'shand.

Queen:Mommyisherebaby,everythingisgonna

befine.How'sitlooking



Midwife:Notgood,thebabykeepsgoingbackwith

eachpushandthemotherisexhausted

Queen:Howlonghasshebeentrying

Midwife:Overtwohoursnow

Queen:Let'sgetthisbabiesoutthen.Zevileam

gonnaneedyoutoholdmyhandverytightand

pushashardasyoucanok

Midwife:OkIcanseetheheadnowpush

Zevile:Aaaaaaaah

Themidwifeshookherheadagain

Midwife:Pushmyqueenpush

Zevile:Aaaaaaaaaah

Zevilepastoutfromexhaustion,shewasdripping

wetfromsweat.

Queen:ComeonZevile,comeon

Theypouredwateronherandshewokeup.

Thiswasgonnabeonelongexcruciatinglabor.



Ndoniwasn'thavingiteasytoo,theinjectionhad

fadedandshewasinpain.

TheplanehadlandedatthepalaceandNdoni,

SkhumbuzoandMkhuseliwereinaroom.

Ndoni:OooohJesusithurts

Skhu:Breathmyloveplease,justbreaththroughthe

pain.

Ndoni:TellmetobreathonemoretimeSkhumbuzo

andIswearamshovethispillowdownyourthroat.

Aaaaaaaah!

Skhu:IstherenothingyoucandoBella,anythingto

stopthepain?

Bella:Atthemomentno.She'sinfullblownlabor

andIrecommendaC-section.Shecan'tgivebirthto

all5naturally.

Ndoni:NoThatwouldbetaboo!Everykingisto

passthroughthepassageoflife.

Skhu:Nanaamnotlosingyouinthenameofthe

throne.

Ndoni:Shutupandgetmesomeicecream.Jesus!



Ooohaaaahoooooooh

Skhumbuzorusheddownstairsgotanice-cream

tubandrushedback.

Nandi:(shoutingbehindSkhumbuzo)Howitgoing

myson

Skhumbuzodidn'tevenanswer.

Ndoniwouldstuffheriuthwithicecreameachtime

thecontractionsstopandsteamwhentheystart.

Therestofthefamilyweredownstairswaiting

throughthescreams.

Bab'Zondowasinhisshrinefullofsmoke,hewas

chantingandpleadingwiththegod's.

Bab'Zondo:Aprincecannotascendthethrone

withouthisgrandfatherdeclaringhimthenextking.

Sparemykingandtakemeinhisplaceifitpleases

thegod's.

Allowmykingmeethisgrandkids.

Hewaschantingancestralpraises,pleadingand

crying



Bab'Zondo:Awakegod'sofourlandandshine

downonthiskingdom.

Protectthenextgenerationandpreservetheold.

Suddenlythecloudsgotdarkerandthunder

rumbled.

Ndoniknewwhatwashappening

Voice:Myqueenmysticlandcouldbareseeingyou

insomuchpain,thepassageisopen.It'stime.

Rainjustpouredoutside

Ndoni:It'stime

Skhu:Arethebabiescoming?

Ndoni:Helpmeup,wegoingtotheriver

Skhu:What!?Nanait'srainingoutsideandyouin

pain

Bella:What'sgoingon

Skhu:You'dnotunderstandevenifIexplained.

Skhumbuzohelpedhiswifeupandtheywalked

downstairswithmkhuseli,everyonewasshocked.



Bab'Zondoappearedatthedoor

Bab'Zondo:Hailthequeenofmysticland,theruler

ofair,water,fire,soilandlightning.

Zungu:Whatisgoingon?

Ndoni:Fatheryoushallhaveveryuniquegrand

children.Amgonnaneedyoutopromisemethat

youwillholdontillamback.Iflifehastobe

sacrificedforthefuturekingthenthatlifeshallnot

beyours.

Skhu:Comebacktomesafemylove.

Ndoni:Ipromisemylove.Forever

Skhu:Andalways

NdoniandMkhuselimadewaytothedoorandgot

intothecaroutsidewithBab'Zondo.

Skhumbuzowasshatteredandforthefirsttimein

neverSthembisowaslostforwords.Allhedidwas

sitnexttohisbrother

Skhu:Ishouldbethereman,sheneedsme

Sthe:Weroyaltymanandwedon'tdothingslike



commoners.Nomanareallowedwhenawoman

givesbirth.

Skhu:Iknowthat

Nowitwasawaitinggamefortheroyals,awaiting

tomeetthenewadditiontotheZUNGUfamily.

Nkosimadeacalltothepeoplehe'dsenttowatch

thepalaceatUnyazi.

Nkosi:ANYmovement?

Guard:Everyoneisherebuttheprincessjustgot

outdrivingwiththeirchiefpriest.

Nkosi:Followthem,Iwanttoknowassoonasshe

givesbirth

Guard:Weontheirtail,waitmykingtheyjust

stoppedattheriveranditlooksliketheygettingout.

Nkosi:Theriver!Thistimeofnight?Waitthereand

tellmeeverything.

TherainwasnowpouringasNdogotoutthecar

andsteppedinthewater.Thunderrumblingandthe



skiesdarkening.
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Palesawasattendedtoatthepublichospitaland

wasnotadmittedasherinjuriesweren'tthat

seriousandthehospitalwasunderresourcedand

bedslimited.

Nurse:Youmaytakeherhomeassoonasthe

doctorisdonewithhersir.

Khumalo:Soshewillnotbeadmitted.

Nurse:Nosirshewillnotbeadmittedbutthedoctor



willexplaineverything.

ThenurseleftandKhumalocontinuedwaitingtill

thedoctorfinallycameout.

Khumalo:Doctorhowisshe?

Doc:Youmustbethefather.Wellsiryourdaughter

willbefine.Theobjectmissedallcriticalgainsand

nobrokenbones.

Khumalo:Thankyoudoctor.MayIseeher?

Doc:Sureandwhenyoubothreadyyoucantake

herhome.

Khumalo:Thankyoudoctor

ThedoctorleftforhisroundsandKhumalowentin

toseeherdaughter.

Palesawassittinginthebedstaringatherhands

dressedinbandage.Shewasinpain.

Khumalo:Hellobaby,howareyoufeeling?

Palesa:Daddy(tearsflowing)aminsomuch

pain,thosemonstersnearlykilledme.

Khumalo:Amsorrymybabybutwhyliesomuch?



Doyouhaveanyideawhatanaccusationlikethat

doestoaman'sreputation?It'sastigma.

Palesa:AllIwantedwasmyfamilytogether.I

wantedmomtoleavethatmanandihateVeronica!

Khumalo:Wellyourdesperationtouniteourfamily

hasfaileddismally.Welosteverythingnowthanks

toyoutryingtobesuperwoman.

Palesa:Losteverythinghowdaddy?

Khumalo:Whileyouwerepassedout,thequeen

demandedthetitledeedofthehouseas

compensationforwhatyouputthatthuginto.

Palesa:Pleasetellmeyoudidnotjustgiveour

homeawayfather,please.

Khumalo:WhatwasIsupposedtodoPalesa?

Watchthemoutanailthroughyourskull?Wehave

tilltomorrowtovacatetheproperty.

Palesa:Vacatetowherefather?

Khumalo:Idon'tknowPalesa,churchorunderthe

bridge.Alliknowusthatwearehomelessandit's

yourfault.



Palesastartedcryingoveragainwhenshesawthe

disappointmentinherfather'seyes.

Khumalo:Noneedtocrynow.Weneedtogohome

andfigureoutaplanonwheretogotomorrow.

Palesa:Whereismotherandmybaby?

Khumalo:Probablyatthehouse,let'sgo.

KhumalohelpedPalesaupasshecouldn'tuseher

hands.Theywenttogethermedicationandcalled

Hlengiwetocomepickthemup.

Thingswerenotlookinggoodatthepalace,Zevile

wasexhausted.Shetriedallshecouldbutthetwins

justrefusedtocometolife.Themotherwasat

risk,thebabieswereatriskanditwasnowagame

ofbeliefandfaith.

Midwife:Myqueenwehavetriedeverything,she

needsahospitalorwemightloseher.

Queen:Amgonnagoconsultwiththeking,

somethingmustbedone.

Thequeengotupandwalkeddownstairstotalkto



theking.

Nolithaalsowalkeddownstairtoinvestigatewhere

allthescreamingwascomingfrom,Nkosiwas

pacingupanddownintheloungebitinghisfingers

inanticipationofhisson'sbirth

Noli:Father.There'ssecondscreaminginthe

palace,what'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Zevileisinthepalacemyprincesandshe's

abouttogivebirth.

Zevile'smotherenteredthelounge

Nkosi:Myin-law,howisshe,aretheprinceshereyet?

Queen:Amafraidnot.Thebabiesjustrefusestobe

bornandifnothingisdonewemightlosethe

mother.

Nkosi:god'sforbid!Guard!(Calling)

Aguardenteredtheloungewithinminutes.

Guard:Mykingmayyoulivelong.Youcalled.

Nkosi:Tellthechiefpriestthatirequesthis

presenceatonce.



Guard:Asmykingwishes.

Theguardrushedouttogogetthechiefpriest.

Gobizizwecamebeforetheking'spresenceas

requested.

Gobizizwe:Mykingmayyoulivelong.

Nkosi:GobizizweIneedyoutoconsultwiththe

god'sandfindoutwhytheprincesscan'tgivebirth.

Whatneedstobedone?

Gobizizwe:MykingIhavebeentryingto

communicatewiththegod'ssincemorningyetthey

silent.

Queen:Whatdoyoumeanbysilent?Ain'tyou

supposedtobetheeyeofthegod's?

Gobizizwe:EachtimeItrytocommunicatewiththe

god'saforcefromthedarkworldblocksthe

connection.

Noli:Whatdarkforce?

Queen:Youngladygotoyourroomandletgrown

upstalkinpeace.



Nolithawasdismissedtoherbedroom.

Nkosi:WhatareyousayingGobizizwe?

Gobizizwe:Thedarkworldhasabondwiththe

princess,theyholdhersoul.Andtgeonlywayto

breakthebondisthroughabloodsacrificeasoer

agreement.

Queen:Canyoucommunicatewiththedarkworld

andtellweworkingonthesacrifice.

Gobizizwe:Theywon'tbeaneedfor

communication,theymadetheirmessageveryclear.

Nkosi:What'sthemessage?

Gobizizwe:Aroyalbabylessthanthreedaysasa

sacrificetotheoracleifdarknessbytomorrowor

boththeprinceswilldie.

Queen:Okthenyoumayleave.

Gobizizwewentbacktohisshrine.

Queen:Weneedtogethertohospitalthen,Ishallgo

withherwhileyoufocusonfindingthatbaby.You

saidyouhaveaplan.



Nkosi:Okthenlet'shurry.

Tgequeenrurriedbackupstairsandthepassedout

Zevilewascarriedtothecaroutsideandtheydrove

hertothenearesthospital.Nkosicalledthepeople

hehaswatchingUnyaziforanupdatebuttheir

phoneswentunanswered.

Nkosi:BLOODYHELL!We'recouldthistwomoron's

be?Ineedtogetmyhandsonthatbabyyosavemy

princes.

Khumalowastalkingalonenotevenawarethat

Thobilehasarrivedandwasstandingbehindhim.

Thobile:Who'sbabyareyougettingyourhandson?

Inshockheturnedaroundandfacedhiswife.

Nkosi:Myqueenyouback.Welcome.

Thobile:Thankyou.Who'sbabyareyoutalking

about.

Nkosi:Baby?Noimeantabusinessdeal,iconsider

itmybabysinceit'sveryimportant.

Thobile:OK.Amgonnagoshowerquickthenwe

caneat.



Nkosi:Okmyqueen.

Thobilewentupstairstoshowerbuthercuriosity

wassparkle.

Thobile:Whatisthismanupto?'ihavetogetmy

handsonthatbabytosavemyprinces'whatishe

planning?

Thobilewenttoshowerandlaterjoinedher

husbandandstepdaughterfordinner

Ineedtocomeupwithawaytogetpregnantand

fast.Sthembisowillnotsleepwithmeagaincause

sheclearlyhaslostinterestbutwhatIdoknowis

thatamnotleavingthattreasurecavewithnothing

Ifhewantsmetohaveanabortionthenhe'sgonna

havetopayup.

Phindi:ThinkPhindi,think.Howtogetpregnantand

fast?Drughimandsleepwithhim,that'stheonly

shotIgotfornow.

Phindiwentontheinternettofindinfoonthedate

rapedrugandhowtogetit.Shewasonamission.



ThetwohiredguardstowatchNdoniwereputto

sleepbynatureassoonasNdonienteredthe

water.Therainstopped,theskiesclearedandthe

rumblingstopped.

MkhuselisatnexttothewaterasBab'Zondowalked

backhome.

AtthepalaceSkhumbuzowastiredofwaitingand

hewashearingnoone.Hewantedtogobewithhis

wife.

Skhu:Allthisismadness!Amnotstayinghere

waitingforGodknowswhatwhilemywifegoes

throughpainoutthere.

Sthe:IagreewithSkhumbuzo,weneedtogoout

thereandfindher

Gogo:UNDERwatershe'sthesafest.Shehasdone

thisbeforeandIbelieveshewilldoitagain.

Skhu:Thistimeit'sdifferent,she'spregnantmaand

inlabor.

Zungu:Comedownson,god'sofourlandshall



protectthem.

Skhu:Bethatmay,amgoingtolookformywife!

Skhumbuzotooksthembiso'scarkeysandheaded

forthedoorwithSthembisobehindhim.

AstheyopenedthedoorBab'Zondowasatthedoor

Bab'Zondo:She'ssafemyprincecalmdown.

Sthe:foreveryone'ssakeshebetterbe.

Theywentbacktojoineveryoneandsatdown

waiting.

Nandi:Howdoweknowwhenshehasgivenbirth?

Bab'Zondo:Unyazimyqueen.

Skhu:Iwishforonceyoucanspeakinalanguage

weallunderstand.

Bella:Amconcernedaboutthebabies,theywillbe

toosmallandneedoxygen.Howwilltheybreath

underwater.

Bab'Zondo:Theywon'tneedtobreathunder

water,naturewillbreathforthem.



Noma:YouweresayingsomethingaboutUnyazi

Bab'Zondo:Lightingshallstrikeseventimes,as

soonasthefirstbabyisbornthenthecommunity

bellshallringandweshallallgoouttotheriverto

welcomethem.

Dinnerwasservedandeveryonewenttositatthe

tableandatebutnotSkhumbuzo.Hewasjust

playingwithhisfoodbuteveryoneunderstoodwhat

hewasgoingthroughsotheyjustlethimbe.

HlengiwearrivedatthehospitalandKhumaloand

Palesagotinthecaranddrovebackhome.

Palesa:Motheramsorry

Hlengiwe:Amnotyourmother!Yourmotherdied

thedaygivingbirthtosuchanevilchild.

Khumalo:StopitHlengiwe!Youcan'tsaythattoa

child.

Hlengiwe:Whichchildareyoutalkingabout

Khumalo?Thisthinginmycarisnotachild,she's

thedevil.



Theygothomeandwentin,Veronicawasfinishing

upwithdinnerwithbabyCrystalonherback.

Khumalosaidasmallprayerashewalkedinseeing

thetableset.

Veronica:Perfecttiminghoney,foodisready.

TheysatdownandVeronicawenttoputthebaby

downasshewassleeping.

Whenthequeen,Zevileandthemidwifegottothe

hospital,themidwifeexplainedtothedoctorwhat

washappeningandZevilewasrushedtotheatrefor

aC-section.Andaftertwolonghourstheprinces

werefinallybornandZeviletooexhaustedtoeven

seeherbabies.

Thebabieswererushedtoneonatalintensivecare

astheywerealsoexhaustedfromthelonghoursof

labor.

Queen:Doctorhowismydaughter?Mygrandson

a,aretheyok.

Doc:Congratulations,yourdaughterjustgavebirth



totwohealthbabyboys.

Queen:God'sifourforefathers,wethankyou.CanI

seethem?

Doc:Themotheristooexhaustedandsheneedsto

restbutyoucanseethebabies.

Queen:Thankyoudoctor,thankyousomuch.

Thedoctortookthequeentothebabiesandshe

wassohappytoseehergrandchildren.

Thebabieslookedsopeacefulandhealthintheir

slee,thequeenlefttheneonataltogocalltheking.

Nkosi:How'severythinggoing?

Queen:Congratulationsyouarenowofficiallya

fathertotwobouncingbabyboys.

Nkosi:Maythegod'sbepraised,how'stheprincess?

Queen:She'sstillsleepingbutIshallstayheretill

shewakesup.Focusongettingthesacrificialbaby,

everythingisgoingwellonmyside.

Nkosi:(whispering)Ipromisetogetthatsacrificial

babybeforeendofthedaytomorrow.



ThecallendedandThobilewhowaspretendingto

beasleepheardeverything.Allthatwasleftwasfor

hertofigureoutwho'sbabyherhusbandwas

planingtostealandsacrifice.

DowninmysticlandNdoniwassurroundedbyall

theprincessesasshewentthrougheach

contractionandpushthewaterwouldshake.She

wastired,exhaustedbutthisneededtobedone.8

hoursintolaborNdonifinalgaveapushthatgave

thefirstbaby.

Eachbabyhadaprincesswaitingtoreceivethem.

Theprincessiffiretookthefirstbaby.

Princess:BeholdthefirstprinceofUnyazi

kingdom,it'saboy.

Thebabywasraisedupandthewaterbegan

shaking,thecloudsgatheredandlightningstrikes

one,twiceandonthethirdstrikethesecondbaby

wasborn.

Theprincessofwavesreceivedher



Princess:Secondtothethecrownprince,isa

princesstheheartofUnyazi.It'sagirl.

Ndonipushedthroughthepainandexhaustion,third

tobebornwasaboythenanotherboyandlastto

arrivewasaprincess.

Itbeganrainingindrylandandlightningstuck

againandthebellrang.

Womanofthecommunitydidn'tevenaskwhatwas

goingon.Everyonegrabbedwhatevertheyneeded

topresenttothekingtowelcomethenewprince.

Everyoneheadeddowntotheriver,standingata

distancewaitingforthechiefpriestandscaredof

Mkhuseli.

Bab'Zondo:Congratulationsmyprince.Theyhere.

Skhu:Whyarewestillherethen,let'sgo.Bellatell

thepilottobereadyweflyingbacktothecity.They

needtogettohospital.

Zungu:Iwillbeherewaiting.

Theroyalsleftthepalaceandwalkeddowntothe

riverwithSkhumbuzopracticallyrunning.Leftat



thepalacewasthekingandqueenwaitingto

receiveandblesstheirgrandkids.

Ahugeclearrainbowemergedontheskiesanda

twirlstartedinthewater thenfinallythewater

partedformingapassagewithdrysoil.

Ndoniwalkedoutthewater,weakyetheadheldup

highlikeaprincessshewas.Shegottotheground

andkneeled,beinghercamethefirstprincess

holdingthefirstbaby.

Princess:PeopleofUnyazikingdomIpresentto

youtodaythefirstgrandchildofUnyaziPrince

ManqcobaZungu

Thecommunitywentwildwithpraises,clapping

andsinging.

Bab'Zondo:Skhumbuzoreceiveyourson

Skhumbuzowentforward,extendedhishandthe

princesshandedhimhisson.Skhumbuzowasin

tearswhenhelookedathisson,sotinyyetso

perfect.

Secondappearedtheprincessofwavesholdingthe



secondbaby.

Princess:StraightfromthewaterworldIpresent

theheartofUnyazikingdom,theprincess.Sheshall

beknownfromtodaytilleternityasPrincess

Khwezi

Bab'Zondo:Sthembisotaketheprincess

Sthembisomovedforwardandreceivedbaby

Khwezi

Sthe:Hellolittleprincess,meetyouruncle

Sthembisobutyoucancallmeunclemoney

spender.

Thirdtoappearunderwaterwastheprincessofice,

holdingthethirdbaby.

Princess:MysticlandpresentsthepeopleofUnyazi

withanotherprince,awarriorandthekeeperif

peace.PrinceMnqobiZungu.

Bab'Zondo:KingLangalibalelereceiveourprince.

Mnqobiwasreceivedbyhisgrandfatherandfrom

underwaterthefourthprincessappeared.

Princess:BeholdthesoundsofthedrumsIpresent



PrinceNqabaZungu.

NqabawasreceivedbyqueenNomasontoandthe

lastprincessemergedfromunderwaterholdingthe

lastbaby

Princess:IpeopleofUnyazikingdomhappily

presenttoyouyourPrincess,theyoungestofthem

all.PrincessNkanyeziZungu.

GogoreceivedprincessNkanyeziandthe

princessesbowedbeforeNdonitheirqueenand

tookthepassagebacktomysticland.

Ndonigotupandpickedupastoneandthrewit

insidethewater.Thepassageclosedandthe

rainbowintheskyslowlydisappeared.

Thewomanofthecommunitystartedsinging

carryingtheirgiftsontheirheadssomeholding

branchessweepingtheroadasallwalkedtothe

palace.

ItwasindeedajoyfuldayforeveryoneinUnyazi.

Thespy'shiredbyNkosifinallyawokeupfrom

theirslumberandtheyfollowedthesingingofthe



communitybacktothepalace.

Skhumbuzowalkingnexttohiswifeandbrother

saidsomethingtoSthembiso.

Skhu:Organisethetaskteam,getfiveatthehospital.

TellthemtobearmedIwantnothingnearmy

babies.

Sthe:Whenshouldtheybethere?

Skhu:Assoonasdadblessesthemwemoving.

Sthe:HowImissedthesoundofgunshots.

Consideritdone.
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Yellowriceandbeefstewtheorderofthedayatthe

Khumaloresidencesoontobeoccupiedby

RaymondBlack.

Khumaloknewcriticsaboutthefoodwereaboutto

flowbutheneedsVeronicaonhissideforfinancial

assistancesohehadtoplayalong.

Hlengiwe:Howafullgrownwomanlikeyou

Veronicacanpourtheentirebottleoffood

colouringinsidetherice,reallybeatsme.Haveyou

everheadofricespice?

Veronica:Khumaloisn'tcomplaining,that'sallthat

matters.Righthoney

Khumalo:Thericeisvery...verydifferent,inagood

waythough.

Hlengiwe:Suckuptoherallyouwantbutamnot

eatingthisnonsense.Amofftobed.

HlengiwegotupandKhumaloaskedhersomething.

Khumalo:Sinceyounoteatingcanyoupleasehelp

Palesa,shecan'teatbyherselfremember.



HlengiweturnedandgavePalesaastatethatcould

havekilledherifitwasaweapon.

Hlengiwe:WHO?Me?Palesaisgrownupletheruse

hereviltrickstogetthefoodinhermouth.

Hlengiwewenttotheguestbedroomandthrew

herselfonthebedandmemoriesofherand

Raymondcameplayinginhermindlikeamovie.

Hlengiwe:Imessedupanothergoodthingthat's

everhappenedtomylifeandthere'snogoingback.

Iamadivorcee,brokenandlookingforlove.

Zevilefinallywokeupatthehospitalandhermind

wasstillmessedupbutgivingbirthmusthavedone

somethingtoher,shemadealotmoresensethan

before.Hermotherwasbyherbedsidewaitingfor

hertowakeupbeforeshecouldgohome.

Zevile:WhereamIandwherearemybabies?The

princes!

Queen:Relaxmybabyyourbabiesareok,they

sleepingnow.



Zevile:Whereistheirfather,didhecometosee

them?

Queen:Notyetbuthe'sprobablyonhisway,Itold

himwereweretootiredforvisitors.

Zevile:Whenismywedding,whenamIbecoming

queen?

Queen:Soonmybaby,verysoon.

Zevile:NkosanaandNkosinathi

Queen:Thosearebeautifulnames,fitforroyalty.

NkosanaandNkosinathiNkosi.

Zevilekeptthequestionscomingandhermother

wasrunningoutofanswerssohesaidhergood

byesandleftthehospitalpromisingtocomeback

tomorrow.

Withthecommunitysingingandpraising

SkhumbuzoandNdonifinallyarrivedatthepalace

withtheirnewborns.

Thefamilywentinsideandthecommunity

remainedoutsidewaitingforthekingtoaddress



thenbeforetheypresenttheirgiftsandgobackto

theirhomes.

Thekingandqueenwerewaitinginthethroneroom

andSkhumbuzowithhisbabyathandkneeled

beforethethroneandhisfathertheking.

Skhu:Father.TodayIbringbeforethethroneofour

forefathers,yourfirstgrandson.MysonManqcoba

Zungu

Skhumbuzocarefullyhandedthebabyovertothe

king.

Zungu:Oohbravechildofthisland,likeIlionyou

shallgrowuptobe.YouareblessedManqcobaand

likeyournameyoushallconquer.

Hekissedhisforeheadandhandedhimtohis

father.

Sohedidwithallhisgrandkids,blessingsthemall

ingoodfaith.

Zungu:Ifeelsoblessedtoday,Ilivedlongenoughto

meetmygrandchildren.IfIweretopasstoday,I

passaverycompleteking.



Sthe:Passtowerefather,youstillneedtomeetmy

gummiesbearsandblessthem.Yougoingnowhere.

Ndoni:Youshalllivelongfather.

Ndonihandedherfatherin-lawasmallbottle.

Ndoni:Thisiswaterfromthetreeoflife.It'sfrom

mysticland,drinkitandnatureshallreviveyour

health.

Bab'Zondo:Ithoughtnoonegetsnearthattreeand

comesoutalive,thatwaterislife.Howmyprincess?

Ndoni:Iaskedandnatureprovided,mybabiesneed

theirgrandfather.

Bab'Zondoregainedhissmileanditwasindeeda

joyoustimeforeveryone.

Bella:Ihatetobreakupthepartybuttheseroyals

needtogettohospitalfrompropercareandthe

mothertoo.

Skhu:IagreetheylooksosmallIevenfearI'd

squeezethemwhileinmyhands.

Noma:I'veneverseenanythinglikethis,theyare

smallyetcarrysomuchlife.



Sthe:Mineisevensmiling

Nandi:It'sallinyourheadmyson.Theprincessis

onlyanewborn,shecan'tsmile.

Sthe:Charmsmother,Ihavecharms.

Thekingdrankhiswaterthenwenttoaddresshis

peopleoutside.Skhumbuzo,hiswifeandtheir

babiesandBellaboardedtheplaneandflewtothe

hospitalwherethenewroyalsweretoreceive

propermedicalcare.Giftsfromthecommunitywere

presentedtothekingfrommealies,pumpkins,

watermelonstogoatsandchickens.Afterawhile

everyoneretiredtotheirhomesand

Noma,Langa,Gogo,LiamandSthembisogotinto

theircarsandalldrovebacktothecityaftersaying

theirgoodbyes.

Skhu:AmsorryIcouldn'tbetherewhentheywere

born.

Ndoni:Youdidn'thavetobethere,yourlovewas

enough.

Skhu:ThankyouNana,formakingmeafather.



Ndoni:Foreverandalways

Bella:Amstillshockedathowall6ofyousurvived

suchadangerousbirth,underwaterofallplaces.

Ndoni:Royalsain'tordinary.Ourbloodisbluefora

reasonandthere'salwaysastorytotellaboutevery

king'sbirth.

Nkosi'nspy'scalledthereemployerandinformed

himthattheprincesshasgavebirthandthey

headedbacktothecity.

Zevile'smothergotatthepalaceandwenttosleep

andmorningwasseenbyherfirstthenNkosi

followedtojoinher.

Queen:Amgladyouup,fillmeinonyourplantoday

isourlastday.

Nkosi:Wellthereisaprincessthatjustgavebirth

yesterday,theyatnetcareprivatehospital.Allwe

needaremeanstogetinunnoticedandcomeout

withthebaby.

Queen:Howdoyouplanondoingthatataprivate



hospital,amsurethereareguardseverywhereand

CCTVcameras.

Nkosi:That'stheonlyobstacle,butsomethingmust

come.

Queen:IthinkIknowofsomethingthatmighthelp

us

Nkosi:Amallears

Queen:Iknowifapotionthatcouldmakeone

visiblebutthepersontodrinkithastobeavirgin.

Nkosi:Iknowjusttheperfectpersonforthejob.Get

theportion.

Queen:Letmerushthen.

Zevile'smotherrushedoutgoingtocollectthe

potiontosaveZevileandthetwinprinces.

Thobilecamedownjustasthequeenwasgoingout

thedoor.

Thobile:Odidn'tknowshespentthenighthere,in

mypalace.

Nkosi:Amsorrymyqueenitmusthaveslippedmy



mind.Shearrivedyesterday,Zevilegavebirthto

twohealthbabyboys.

Thobile:Ooh.Congratulationsthenmyhusband.

Nkosi:AndIwashopingZevileandmyson'scould

comebacktolivewithusaftertheydischarged

fromhospital.Pleasemyqueen.

Thobile:WoulditmeananythingifIsaidno?You

gonnabringherhereanywaysoasmykingplease.

Nkosi:Don'tbelikethatThobile,youknowIvalue

youropinion.Whyain'tyoudressedforwork?

Thobile:Workingfromhometoday,I'llbeinthe

studyifyouneedme.

Nkosi:Breakfast?

Thobile:I'lleatlater.Mystomachisabitunsettled

thesedays.

Thobiletookanapplefromthetablethenwentto

thestudy.Nolithacamedown.

Noli:DadamgladyouhereIhavetheperfectplan

forNdoni'sbabybathsinceshe'salreadygiven

birth.



Nkosi:SitNolitha

Nolithasatdownatthetableandranherideaspast

herfatherbutthekinghadplansifherown.

Nkosi:Iwasthinkingofawaytogetanewcarand

enrolyouabroadlikeyouwished.

Noli:Tellmeyoujokingfather,anewcarforme!?Oh

mygoshdaddythankyousomuch.

Nkosi:Youdeserveitmybabybutamgonnaneed

youtodosomethingforyourdadfirst.

Noli:Anythingfather,anything.

Nkosi:Iknowthisisgonnasoundscaryand

heartlessbuttrustmeamdoingallthisforyouand

ourfamily.Weneedtorebuildourselvesandgain

ourstatusagain.

Noli:Nowyouscaringmefather,whatisit?

Nkosi:IneedyoutogotothehospitalwhereNdoni

is,findherbabyandstealthebabyforme.

Noli:(shocked)Godforbid!Fatherwhydoyou

wannaharmNdoni'sbaby?



Nkosi:Iwillnotharmthebabymyprincess,trustme.

Ijustneedalittleifthatbaby'sbloodthenyouwill

takethebabyback.

Noli:Let'ssayIagreetodothis,howwillIwalkpast

securitywithababy.

Nkosi:Wellmyprincessyourfatherwillnotallow

yougetcaughtsoIhaveaplantomakesurenoone

seesyou.

Noli:Soit'sonlyalittlebloodyouneedandyou

won'tharmthebaby?

Nkosi:Justalittlecutinthehandthenwewilltake

thebabyback

Noli:CanIthinkaboutthisfather,it'salltoomuch.It

soundsdoinhuman.

Nkosi:Youcan'tthinkaboutthismyprincess,time

isoffessence.Dothistodayandtomorrowyouget

yourcaraswewillberichagain.

Nolithaweightheroptionsinherheard.Car,varsity

overfriendshipandfinallyshecametoadecision

shesawfitforher.



Noli:WhatdoIneedtodo?

Nkosi:Good.Gogetreadywegoingtothehospital.

Therestofthefamilywenthometorestasithas

beenexhaustingcoupleofdaysanditwaslate.

Sthembisohoweverdrovetothehospitaltomake

sureallwaswellthenseeNikiwe.

Thebodyguardswerearmedandreadywhenthe

planelandedatthehospital.Thebabiesweretaken

inandgotundernecessarymachinesand

medication,themotheralsowenttogetproper

medicalattention.

Skhumbuzowentintoameetingwiththehospital

managementregardingtheguardshewants

guardinghisbabies.

Afterlongtalksthehospitalfinallyallowedthe

guards.Skhumbuzowenttobrieftheteamand

SthembisoalsoarrivedandtheywenttoseeNdoni

together.

Skhu:Mybeautifulwife



Ndoni:Didyoucheckonthebabies,aretheyfine?

Skhu:Idid,theyasstrongastheirmother.ButI'll

checkonthembeforeIgohomeforabath.

Sthe:Pleasedobroyoustinkandthebabieswould

probablysuffocatefromthatsmell

Skhu:Don'tgetsmartwithmeNtwana.MyloveI'll

bebackok.

Ndoni:It'sokmyloveIalsoneedtogetsome

sleep,amtired.

Sthe:Tiredbutstillbeautiful.

SkhumbuzoandSthembisoleftNdonitorestand

thebodyguardsonlookoutforanythingoranyone

thatgoesinandoutoftheneonatalward.

Sthe:Iknowthisisprobablynotthetimeyou

wannatalkaboutdeathbutIneedyourhelp.

Skhu:Whatisit?

Sthe:Ineedsomeoneeliminatedandfast,no

guns,knifeaxesoranyotherweapon.Ineedsilence

andnoblood.



Skhu:freezethebustardthen,easyandeffortless.

Sthe:NahthatwillbeastruggleasIhavetogetthe

personinthefridge.

Skhu:OkthencallMishandpoisonthedeadbeat.

Sthe:Youmybrotherareagenius.Youshouldbe

calledakillist.

Skhu:WhatsakillistSthembiso?(Laughing)

Sthe:Someonewhoknowsallmethodsofkilling.

Skhu:Youcrazy.

Sthe:Iknow.LetmegoseeHope

Skhumbuzogottohiscaranddrovehome.

Lwandleusnotamorningpersonbuttoday

somethingwaskeepinghimfromwakingup,a

dreamasclearasHDpictures.

Lwandle:(dreaming)Whoeveryouareput

Manggcobadown!Isaidputhimdownnow.Hold

onManqcobaamcomingtogetyou.



Thedreamwasmorelikeanightmare.Lwandlesaw

theshadowstealingthebabythenawiredplacein

thebushwithaplotnumberattheentrance.There

wasawomanandamanwaitingfortheshadow

buttheyhadtheirfacesturnedagainstLwandle.He

wokeupscreamingandwetfromsweat

Lwandle:(screaming)Noooo!

Everythingintheroomthatwasbreakable

shatteredintopieceswakingupeveryoneinthe

house.
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ThedayhadfinallycomeandRaymondwasgoing

homeafteraweekinpolicecustodyforsomething

hedidn'tdo.

Thechargeofficergavehimhisbelongings.

Officer:Forwhatit'sworthmyman,amsorry.The

systemhaswrongedyou.

Razor:Meandalotofguysbackthere,thissystem

isascorruptastheycome!

Officer:Ihearyoumyman.Youfreetogonow.

Razor:Caniusethephonetocallsomeonetopick

meup,mybatteryisdead.

TheofficerhandedRaymondthephoneandhe

calledhisfatherthenhandedbackthephone

Razor:I'llwaitoutside.Thisplacegives.mecreaps.

Officer:Stayawayfromtroubleandwomenmy

brother.

Razor:WillkeepthatinmindandIhopethesystem

remembersmewhenIfinallycommitsomereal

crime.



Razorwenttowaitoutsideforhisfathertopickhim

up.

Razor:Amdonewithloveandwomen!Fromnowon

itsmeandmyguns,spillingbloodshallbemy

therapy.

NomaandherhusbandLangarushedtoLwandle's

roomtoinvestigatethescreaming.

Noma:Lwandlekodwa!Whyareyouscreamingso

earlyinthemorning?What'swrong.

Nomasontowenttositonthebednexttoherson

calminghimdown.

Langa:Anotheroneofyourdreams?

Lwandle:Thisonewasnotadreamfather,itwas

real.Somethingtookthebaby.

Langa:YouneedtostopwatchingTVduringodd

hoursifthenight,it'smessingwithyourhead.

Lwandle:Weneedtogettothehospitalmom.I

needtotellsister.



Noma:Okbutcalmdownfirst,takeashowerand

comedownforbreakfastthenwecangotohospital.

Ok?

Lwandle:Okmombutamnotdreamingsistermade

theconnectiontomydreamthelasttime.This

mustbethemissingpuzzle.

Langa:Goshoweryoungmanandcleanupthis

mess.Nowamgonnahavetoreplaceeverythingin

herejustbecauseofadream.

NomaandLangaleftLwandlewhowasstillshaking

fromthedreamhehad.Hewenttotakeashower.

Langa:Thesedreamarebecomingveryconstant

now,doyouthinktheycouldbereal?

Noma:AsmuchasIdon'twannamakesomething

outofit,theybeginingtobothermetoo.

Langa:AndifNdonimadeaconnection,theycould

beamessage.

Noma:Idon'tevenwannathinkaboutit.Whatif

someoneisreallytryingtostealourgrandchild?

Langa:Thenbloodwillflowandboneswillcrack.



Noma:Let'sgoshowermylove,amcravingsome

morningattention.

Langa:Isthatsomyqueen,thenattentioniswhat

youshallget.

Langaandhiswifewentintotheirbedroomtogive

eachothersomewelldeservedattention.

Skhumbuzoarrivedfromthehospitalandwent

upstairstohisroomtotakeabath,Langawasdone

showeringandwasgoingdownforbreakfast.

Langa:Welcomeback.Wherearethebabies,are

theyok?

Skhu:Hichamp.Ijustcamebacktotakeaquick

bathandorganiseafewthingsformynewteam.

Langa:Buttheywerefinewhenyouleft?

Skhu:Sleepinglikeangels.Youshouldseethem,so

smallyettheyfillmyheartwithsomuchjoy.

Lwandle:Wegoingdowntothehospitaljustafter

breakfast.Ihadadreamandinmydream

somethingtookoneofthebabies.Ikept

shouting"puthimdown!Manqcobastop".



Skhu:IfanyoneputtheirhandsonmycaptainI

sweardaywillbecomenight.LetmegobathsoI

cangoback.

Lwandle:Ammakingsandwiches,wantsome?

Skhu:Yeah.Whynot

SkhumbuzowenttothemainbedroomandLwandle

downstairstomakesomebreakfast.

NikiwewaswideawakewhenSthembisogottothe

hospitalandSthembisocouldn'thidehissmile

whenhesawhereyes.

Sthe:Someoneisanearlybird.Goodmorning.

Nikiwe:Sleepingalldayismakingmywholebody

sore.IneedtogetupanddosomethingorI'llgo

crazywatchingthesewalls.

Sthe:WellcallmeSantaClauscauseamtakingyou

hometoday.Youwon'thavetolookatthese

hideouswallsanymore.

Nikiwe:IdonotknowhowtothankyoubutGod

shalldoyouwell.



SthembisohandedNikiweherphonewhichwas

charged.

Sthe:YougonnahavetogivemeyournumbersoI

canrechargeyouthengogetyouafewthingsso

wecango.

Nikiwe:IrechargedmyphonewhenIlefthomeso

amprettysureIstillhaveairtime.

Sthe:YoulikeindependenceIsee.WellIfiguredyou

gonnaneedsomethingtowearsoIboughtyoua

fewstuff.Ididn'tknowyoursizesoIjustusedmy

mind.

SthembisohandedNikiwethebagwithclothes.

Nikiwe:Youreallydidn'thaveto,thankyou.

Sthe:Needhelpgettingoffthatbed?

Nikiwe:Yesplease.Amnotusedtousingoneleg

SthembisohelpedNikiweoffthebedandtothe

bathroomtofreshenupandchange.

Sthe:Amgonnagosortoutyourdischargepapers

thenwegoodtogo.



SthembisoleftandNikiwecalledhermother.

Bulelwa:Oohmydaughter.Nikiweareyouok?Did

youfindajobandwhereareyoustaying.

Nikiwe:MotheramokbutIcanonlyanswerone

questionatatime.Howareyou?

Bulelwa:Amokmychild.Areyouok?

Nikiwe:AmfinetooandnoIhaven'tfoundajobyet

butItrustinGod.Somethingwillcomeup.

Bulelwa:Sowhereareyoustaying?

Nikiwe:Imetthisverynicemanmotherhe's

allowingmetostaywithhim.

Bulelwa:Isitthemanthatcalledme?

Nikiwe:YesmotherhisnameisSthembiso.

Bulelwa:PayhimrentNikiweanddon'ttake

advantage,hesoundedlikeareallyniceyoungman

whenhecalledme.Respecthiswifeandremember

topray.

Nikiwe:Iheardyoumother.Thankcareofyourself,I

willcallyoulater.



Bulelwa:Iwillcallyoutoomychild.Goodbye

Nikiwefreshenedupthendressedinhernew

boughttracksuitsandwhenputtingonthesweater

shesawthepricetag.

Nikiwe:Goodness!Allthismoneyforasweater!

HowamIgonnapaythisback?GodIneedajob.

Sthembisocamebackaftersigningallthe

paperwork,hewasholdingnewpairofcrutches.

Sthe:Twoextrapairoflegsforyoumadam.

NikiwewouldblusheachtimeSthembisosaid

something.

Nikiwe:Thankyou.

SthembisoandNikiweleftthehospitalanddroveto

Sthembiso'shouse.

RaymondandhisfathergottothehouseandGogo

wassoexcitedthatheronlysomewashome.

Gogo:Godisgreat.Amsogladyouhomeson

knowweneedtogetthepastorheresohecanpray



foryou.Removeallthedark,evildemonsofprison

inyoursystemthenprayforyoutogetthatoldhag

ofagrandmotheroffyoursystem.

Razor:MotherIwasn'tinprison,Iwasonlyinthe

holdingcell.AsforHlengiweIdon'tneedapastor

forthatI'veflushedherout.

Liam:Amsurealltheboyneedsisabathandfood.

Razor:Abathyesthensomefreshair.

Gogo:Amgonnamakedumplingsandstewfor

dinner.Goshower.

RazorwentuptohisroomandcalledLanga.

Razor:Mykingamback,Iknowyouandmyqueen

hadsomethingtodowithit.Thankyou

Langa:Don'tmentionitRay,youfamilyandthe

Khumaloresidenceisnowyours.

Razor:HowI'llenjoyseeingthemeitheronthe

streets!Thankyouagainmyking,mayyoulivelong.

Raymondhadashowerthenrushedoutleavinghis

parentsshocked.



Liam:Maybeweneedtogethimatherapist,get

lookssodistantandangry.

Gogo:That'swaistingmoney.Heneedstogeta

sjambokgotoHlengiweandwhiphertillsheturns

greenthenhisangerwillbeRaymondpulledup

outsideandwentin,heknockedandVeronica

opened.Shenearlypeedonherselfwhenshesay

Raymond.

Raymond:Ifitisn'ttheevilgolddigger!ThoughtI

toldyoutorunveryfar.

Veronica:LookNkanyisoIcanexplain,Ihad

nowheretogoand

Razor:Moveoutofmyway.

RaymondpushedVeronicaoutthewayandmade

hiswayin.

HlengiwewasmakingbreakfastandKhumalo

holdingCrystalwatchingTV.

Raymond:Isn'tthisacosylittlefamily!Making

breakfastinmykitchen,watchingmyTVandsitting

onmycouch.



Hlengiwe:RaymondIseeyouout.It'sgoodtosee

you.

Razor:ThenameisRazorandI'vehadalongweek

andI'dliketorest.Nowpleasegetyourlittlefamily

outofmyhouse!

Veronica:Nkanyisopleasecanweatleastmake

otherarrangements

Razor:ShutupVeronica!

Hlengiwe:Canweatleasthavebreakfast

Razor:Didyouatleastallowmehavebreakfast

beforeyoustormedintomyhouseandhadme

thrownintojail?

Palesacamedownstairstoaskforsomehelp,she

didn'tknowRazorwashere.

Palesa:Cansomeonepleasehelpmelotion.

ShesawRazorandfrozeonthestairs.

Razor:Ifitisn'tmommy'slittleangel!What

happenedtoyourhands,nodon'ttellmeletme

guess.Youtriedplayingwithfireandyougot

burned.Theyshouldhavekilledyou.



Hlengiwe:LookRaymondwesorry,weallsorrybut

haveaheart.

Raymond:HlengiweyoutoooldforthisItoldyou

peoplethatamtired.LEAVEMYHOUSE!

Hlengiweoutdowntheknifeandwenttotheguest

roomandthreweverythingofherinherbags,

Veronicawenttodothesame.Khumalogotupwith

thebabytogohelpPalesa.

Razorsatonthekitchencounterandpicketup

somecucumberandchewedashewaited.

Afterawhileeveryonecameoutwiththeirbagsand

wentforthedoor.

Razor:Hopey'alldidn'tstealanything.

Hlengiwe:Whendidyoubecomethisheartless

Raymond?

Razor:ThedayIrealisedthatbloodisthickerthan

water.There'sathinlinebetweenloveandhatebe

andyouHlengiwecrossedthatline.

Hlengiwe,KhumaloandPalesatooktheirbags

outsideandHlengiwegotherbagsinthebootand



gotin.

Khumalo:AreyounotgoingwithPalesaandCrystal?

Hlengiwe:Palesawho?Towhere?Youthemanof

thehouseKhumalodealwithyourhouseaffairs.

Hlengiwestartedthecaranddroveoff.

Veronica:Wherewillwegonow?Ihaveabitof

moneybutitwon'ttakeusfarandIcan'taffordtwo

rooms.

Khumalo:Wecanmakesomethingwork,maybea

cheapmoteltillIfindajob.

Palesa:Iain'tgoingtonomotel.TakemetoRichard

it'sabouttimehetakesresponsibilityforhischild.

Khumalo:Areyousure?

Palesa:Yes.

Nolithawasdoneandcamedownstairstoinform

herfather.

Noli:Fatheramready

Nkosi:Goodmyprincess.Wenowjustwaitingfor

Zevile'smotherthenwecango.



Noli:Amnotcomfortableaboutthiswholething

father.WhatifIgetcaught?

Nkosi:ItoldyouI'llmakesureyoudon't.

Justastheyweretalkingacarpulledupoutside

anditwasZevile'smother.Shecameinrushing.

Queen:Ifoundit,nowlet'sallgo.

Nkosi:Doesn'tithaveinstructionsoryoucoming

withus?

Queen:Noamnotcomingamgonnawaitattheplot

andpreparethealter.

Nkosi:Okhowdoweuseitthen.

Queen:Makeherdrinkitwhenyougettothe

hospitalthenwaitafewminutesbeforegoingin.

She'llhaveonehourtogetinandoutofthehospital

beforethepotionfades.

Noli:HowwillIknowwhichbabytotake?

Queen:Thebabyshouldhaveatagonthehand

withtheirmothersname.Checkthat,takethebaby

andgetoutoftherefast.



Nkosi:Didyougetallthatmyprincess?

Noli:YesfatherIthinkso.

Nkosi:Goodthenlet'sgo.I'lltakeThobile'scar.

Nkosi,Nolithaandtheevilmotherin-lawlefttogo

puttheirsinisterplanintoaction.

Thobilewaseavesdroppingshemakeacalltoget

trackingcompany.

Thobile:HiI'dliketohavemycartracked.Ifitgoes

toanyunusuallocationIneedyoutocallthepolice

andgivethemthelocation.

Thobilegaveallthenecessaryinfotothetracking

companyandtoldthemthecarissupposedtobeat

thehospitalandbackhome.

ThecallendedandThobilewasfeelingdizzy.

Thobile:Whatareyouuptomyhusband,whathas

thatevilwomangotyoudoing?

Thobileignoredthedizzinessandwentonabout

herwork.



LangaandNomafinallycamedownandLwandle

wasalreadywaiting.

Lwandle:Onewouldswearyouarecelebrities,it

takesthetwoofyou3longhoursjusttogetready!

Noma:Who'scounting?Iheardvoiceswhowere

youtalkingto?

Skhumbuzocamedownrushingallfreshandin

cleanclothes.

Skhu:Hewastalkingtomemother.Goodmorning

andgoodbye.

Langa:What'stherush

Skhu:Ineednewclothes,newtoys,newblankets

andneweverything..Amafathernowsoamgoing

shopping.

Noma:Someoneisexcitedanywayseeyouatthe

hospital.Wegoingthereafterweeat.

Skhu:Ok

SkhumbuzoleftandNomaandLangasatdownto

eatmuchtoLwandle'sdisapproval.Hewasina

hurrytogettothehospitalandtalktohissister.



Finallytheyfinishedeatingandheadedout.

NikiweandSthembisofinallygottothehouseand

Nikiwewastakenbythesizeandbeautyofthe

house.

Nikiwe:Isthisyourhouse?

Sthe:Yesma'am.Pleaselet'sgoin.

Nikiwe:Andyoulivehereallbyyourself?

Sthe:Youherenowsoit'smeandyou.

SthehelpedNikiweoutthecarandinsidethehouse.

Nikiwewasblownaway.Forsomeone'sfirsttimeat

thecitythisforherwasheaven.

Sthe:Pleasemakeyourselfathome.Pickanyroom

youlikeandmakeityours.I'dpreferyoupickone

downstairssoyoudon'thavetowalkupthestairs

allthetimewithyourleg.

Nikiwe:ThishouseissohugeIthinkamgonna

needamap.

Sthe:It'snotthathuge,you'llgetusedtoit.Am

gonnarunaquickerrandthenI'llbebackok?



Nikiwe:Youleavingmehereallbymyself?Whatif

someonecomesinherenoonewouldhearme

scream!

Sthe:RELAXHope.Noonecangetinhereunless

youopenthegateforthem.YousafeandIwillonly

beanhour.

Nikiwe:Okthen.

SthembisowroteNikiwethesecuritycodethenleft

callingMishinthecar.

Sthe:Mishmymanhowareyou?

Mish:Sthembiso,it'sbeenawhile.Amgood

Sthe:Wellit'snoteverydaywhereonegetstodeal

withstubborncockroaches.

Mish:Soyouwannafumigate?

Sthe:Yesandtodayifpossible.

Mish:YouknowI'dmissaflightforyouandyour

brotherman.Justnametheplace.

Sthe:Oceanbasketinlike25min?

Mish:Amthere



Sthe:AndMishgetmesomethingfast.

Mish:Idon'tdealwithslowrelax

Stheendedthecallanddrovestraighttoocean

baskettomeetMish.

Sthe:Asnakehasnevergavebirthtossheep,if

Phindiisreallypregnantthenthatbabywillbelittle

snakey.Amnotreadyforthatkindofshit!

NkosiandNolithaarrivedatthehospitalandthey

wentovertheirplanonemoretimeinthecar.

Nkosi:Doyoustillremembereverythingyouhaveto

domyprincess?

Noli:Drinkthepotion,waitafewminutes.Thenwalk

intothehospital,straighttobabiesward.Icheckfor

Ndoni'sbaby,grabthebabyandgetoutofthe

hospitalasfastasIcan.

Nkosi:Good.Nowheredrinkup.

NkosihandedNolithathebottlewiththepotionand

Nolithadrankit.



AfterafewminutesNolithawasfading.

Nkosi:It'sworking,nowgo.

InvisibleNolithaopenedthedoorandwalkedinthe

hospitallikeair.Shecouldseeclearlybutnoone

couldseeher.

Theguardswerestandingbythedooryetthey

didn'tseeher.

Nolithaevenpinchedoneoftheguardstomake

sureshewasstillinvisible.

Shewentinandcheckedthebabiesbut.

Noli:What'sgoingonhere?ThisisNdoni'sbaby

anddoisthusone,andthisonetoo!WhichBabydo

Itake?

Aftersomeconfusionshefinallydecidedonwhich

babytotake.

Noli:Thisonewilldo.

NolithapickedupbabyManqcobaandwalkedout

ofthehospital.Shegotinthecarandthecarspeed

off.AsthecarleftthehospitalLangadrovein.



Langa:Whatthehell!Whodriveslikethatinside

hospitalpremises!?

Noma:Probablyanemergency

Theydrovein,parkedtheircarandwalkedin.After

registeringatreceptiontheywenttoseetheir

daughter.

Ndoniwasheavilysedatedandfastasleepbut

somethingwaswakingherup.Therewasthis

unsettlingairshewasfeelingaroundher.She

couldn'tsleep.Soshewokeupandassoonasshe

wokeupherfamilyentered.

Noma:Hopewedidn'twakeyou,youbrotherhere

couldn'twaittoseethebabies.

Ndoni:Thebabies,wherearethey?

Langa:Wejustgothereprincesswehaven'tbeento

seethem.

Noma:Iseverythingokbaby,youlookfrightened?

Ndoni:Checkinthebabiesformemother,please.

Noma:OkI'llberightback.



Langa:I'llgowithyou.

LangaandNomawenttofindanursetotakethem

toseethebabies.

Lwandle:Ihadanotherdreamsister.

Ndoni:Somethingiswrongisn'tit?Icanfeelitin

myblood.

Lwandle:Thatshadowwasbackandtheytookthe

baby.It'sManqcoba.ButIsawtheplacetheytook

himtoo.

Ndoni:Helpmeupandpassmemybag.

Lwandle:Whereareyougoingsister,youlookweak.

Ndoni:AmgoingtofindmybabyLwandle.

LwandlehelpedhersisterupandNdoniwenttothe

bathroomtochange.

Shecameback

Ndoni:Wherearethekeystodadscar

Lwandle:Here.Healwaysmakesmeholdthem.

LwandlehandedNdonithekeyandshewentforthe



door.

Lwandle:Heretakethis,justincasesomeonespots

you.

LwandlehandedNdonihishoodieandcap.Ndoni

worethemandyoucouldn'teventellitwasher.

Lwandle:Canyouevendrive

Ndoni:Skhumbuzotaughtmewhenwewereon

honeymoon.I'llbeok.Whenmomanddadgetback

tellthemIwenttofindManqcoba,callSkhumbuzo

andshowthemtheplaceinyourdream.

Lwandle:Oksisterbuthowwillyoufindit?

Ndoni:Manqcobaismyson,I'llconnectwithhim.

Ndoniputonthehoodieandpulledthecaptoher

eyesandrushedout.Shegotintothecaranddrove

outthehospital.

LangaandNomawerewaitingforanursetocome

takethemtothebabies.Itwastimeforshift

exchangesoittooklonger.

Langa:IseeSkhumbuzogotguards,theylooklike

professionals.



Noma:He'snottakingchanceswithhisbabies.You

didthesamewithLwandle

Lwandle:Igetwerehe'scomingfrom.

Finallyanursecameandtheywenttoseethe

babies.

Nurse:Y'allmustbesoexcited,Imean5babiesat

once.Yourdaughterisreallystrong.

Noma:She'sroyaltystrongishermiddlename.

Nurse:OKthesearethegirls.1,2andthissidewe

havetheboys.1,2and

Thenurseseyespopped.

Langa:Whyisitemptyhere?Where'smygrandson!?

Nurse:(panicking)Idon'tknowsir,letmegocheck

maybetheytookhimforchecks.

Noma:BetterbeorI'llhavethisentirehospitalon

shutdowntillmygrandsonisfound.

Thenurseranouttogocheckifthebabywas

movedbutnothing.Thealarmatthehospitalwent

offandallstaffweretogatheratthehall.Security



closedallexitandentrypoints.

NomaandLangawentbacktoseeNdoni.

Langa:Wecan'ttellherthebabyismissing,she's

stillweak.

Noma:Ofcausewenotgonnatellher.Wewillfind

thatbabyourselves.

NomaandLangagotbackbutNdoniwasnowhere

intheroom.

Noma:Where'syoursister,issheinthebathroom?

Lwandle:She'sgone.Shesaidshe'sgoingtolook

forManqcoba.ShesaidtotellyoucallSkhumbuzo

andtellhisshe'sgonetofindthebaby.

Langa:Lwandlewhatareyousaying?Gone

where,withwhoandhow?SpeakslowlyIcan'thear

athingyousaying.

Lwandle:Sistertookthecarandleft.Sheisgoingto

findManqcoba.

Noma:HowdidsheknowManqcobaismissingand

wheredidshego?



Lwandle:ThedreamIhadwasnotadream.Iknow

wheretheytookthebaby.That'sweresisteris

going.

Noma:shit!

Langatookouthiscellphoneandcalled

Skhumbuzo.

Langa:Skhumbuzoyouneedtogettothehospital

now!Ndoniismissing

Skhu:Whatdoyoumeanmissing?

Langa:JustgethereIwillexplaineverything.

Skhu:Ifmywifeismissingthenamgoingtofind

mywife!

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandhisbloodwashot

Skhu:WhereareyouNana?!

SkhumbuzoactivatedthetrackeronNdoni's

neckpiece.Hegotintohiscarandleftthemalllikea

sniperbullet.

Langa:He'snotcoming,he'sgoingtolookforher.

Noma:CallRaymondtellhimtocomeherenowand



bringtheguns.

LangacalledRaymondanditwasmissionon.

Sthembisogotthedrugfrommushandcalled

Phindi:

Sthe:LookImighthaveoverreactedthelasttime

wespoke.Canwemeetupandtalk?

Phindi:Comebymyflat,I'llwaitforyou.

Sthe:Okbethereinasec

Phindihadgotherhandsonthedrugsheneededso

afterthecallsheputherplanintoactionunaware

thatsneakySthembisohadplansofhisown.

Zevile'smotherwasalreadywaitingatthecavewith

aknifeathand.

Atthespeedthecarwasdriving,halfwaydowninto

thebushesthecarhadabusytyre.

Nkosi:Damnit!Bloodytyre.Wehavetowalk

princess.



Noli:Fathermaybethisisasignthatweshould

takethebabyback.

Nkosi:We'vecometoofartoturnbacknow.Come

let'swalk.

Nolithacarryingthebabygotoutthecarandthey

startedwalkingtowardsthebushes.

Noli:Howfar

Nkosi:Almostthere.

ThebabybegancryingandNolithawastryingto

calmhimdownbutManqcobawasn'thavinganyof

it.

Ndonicouldhearherbabycrying

Ndoni:Holdonbaby,mommyiscoming.Justhold

onmyprince.

SkhumbuzowastrackingNdoniandNdoni

connectingwithherbaby.

Backatthehospitalitwasamadhouseasthe

securitycompanywasturningthehospitalupside



downlookingforthemissingprince.Raymond

arrivedwithgunstokillthewholeofAfrica,theygot

intothecarandLwandlewastellingRazorevery

detailabouttheplaceinhisdream.

Itwasaraceagainsttime.

Thetrackingcompanycalledthepolicewiththe

locationasThobileinstructed.

Thepoliceforceintheirnumberswentouttothe

locationofthecar.Prosecutorsorders.
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Khumalo,VeronicaandPalesastoppedthecar

outsideRichard'shouse.TheyhelpedPalesawith

thebagsandbabyandwentintoringthedoorbell.

Awhiteladycametoanswerthedoorwithasmile.

Dana:Hello.CanIhelpyou?

Palesa:(furious)Where'sRichard?

Dana:Inside.Doy'allwannacomein?

Khumalo:CanyougetusRichardplease,weina

hurry.

Dana:(callingforRichard)Honeyyouhaveguests.

Richardcametothedoorandhealmostcollapsed

whenhesawPalesa.

Palesa:YesRichardit'sme!Youthoughtby

avoidingme,yourdaughterandIwoulddisappear?

Richard:Palesawhatbringsyouhereandwhat's

withthebags?

KhumalohandedRichardthebabyandVeronica

putdownthebags.

Khumalo:Atsomepointinlifeeverymanhasto



comefacetofacewithhispastandthisMrisyour

pastcomingbacktohauntyou.

KhumaloturnedtowalkawayandVeronica

followedbehindhim.

Dana:Honeywhat'sgoingonhere?Who'sthisgirl

andwhyaretheyleavingherhere?

Palesa:YespleaseRichardanswerher.I'dloveto

heartheanswer.WhoamI?

Richard:Canweallgoinandtalkaboutthisinside.

Please

TheywentinsideandDanacrossedherarmsonher

chestwaitingforanswers.

Palesa:BettergogetthebagsRichardcauseIain

notgoingnowheresoon.

Richardwenttogetthebagswhileplayingwithhis

daughterleavingPalesaandDanagivingeachother

nastystares.

Richardcamebackandsatdown,themoodwas

verytenseandRichardwasputonthespot.

Richard:YoureallyshouldhavecalledPalesa!You



can'tjustshowuponmydoorstepwithyourbags.

Palesa:Asifyou'dhaveansweredmycalls.Am

herenowsokillthiscuriouscatintheroomplease.

Dana:What'sgoingonhereRich?

Richard:LookbabyIknowIshouldhavetoldyou

thiswhenwemeetbutIwasdoembarrassed.

Palesa:Ooohplease.Youweren'tembarrassed

whenyougotmeinbed!Nowstopplayingvictim

andtellthepoorladythetruth.

Dana:Sothisisyourbaby?WowRichard,justwow.

Richard:AmsorryhoneyIknowIshouldhavetold

you.

Danagotup,madashell.

Dana:Wellletmegopackmybagsandleaveyouto

yourfamilythen.

Richard:Danapleaselet'stalkaboutthis,yesI

shouldhavetoldyoubutshe'sinthepast.Ilove

youandweareabouttogetmarriedsoon

Danawenttopackherbags,hermindwasmadeup.



Richard:DoyouseewhatyoujustdidPalesa?Dana

ismyfianceandmykidsadoreher.

Palesa:Keeptalkingandyelling,Ihaveallday.Just

don'twakeyourbaby,shecanbereallyfussywhen

shewants.

Danacamebackdraggingherbags,eyesredand

cheekspink.Shehadbeencrying.Shetookoffher

weddingringandplaceditonthecoffeetable.

Dana:Callmewhenyoufinallydecidewhatyou

want.TellthegirlsIlovethem

ShewentforthedoorandleftwithRichardtryingto

statehiscasebutCrystalstartedcryingandhehad

tocalmherdown.

Richard:YouareacursePalesa!Firstitwasmy

careerandnowmyfamily,whatisitthatyouwant

fromme?

Palesa:Wecantalkaboutlater,fornowshowmeto

myroomsoIcanrest.

Richard:Andwho'sgonnatakecareofCrystalwhen

yourest?



Palesa:Shehasafatherright?AndasyoucanseeI

can'tusemyhandssodothemaths.

Richard:Mykidsaregonnaflipwhentheyfindyou

hereandDanagone.

Palesa:LetthemfliporrollIdon'tcare.Crystalis

yourbabyandyoucan'tthrowusonthestreets.My

roomplease

ItwasabouttofloodinRichardshouse,withhiskids

ontheirwaybackfromthemall,Danagoneandthe

kidsblamingPalesafortheirmother'sdeath.

Richardbracedhimselfforashowdown.

SthembisopassedatspuronhiswaytoPhindi,he

knewPhindiwasasuckertobeingspoiled.

Hegottotheflatandknockedandreadytoputher

planintoactionPhindidressedinonat-shirtcame

toanswerthedoor.

Phindi:Oohyoualreadyhere,pleasecomein.

Sthembisogotinandsatdown.

Phindi:Iwasn'texpectingyounow,thoughtyou'd



comelater.

Sthe:Notimelikethepresentright.

PhindisatdownandSthemadehimself

comfortable

Phindi:Yousaidyouwantedtotalk

Sthe:Canweeatfirst,Idon'tmakesensewhenam

hungry.

Phindi:OkI'llwarmupthefoodthen.

Sthe:Please

Phinditookthefoodandwenttowarmitup

Phindi:Anythingtodrink?

Sthe:Whateveryouhaveisfinewithme.

Phindiputthefoodinthemicrowave,pouredtwo

glassesoforangejuiceandwenttositwith

Sthembisoastheywaitedforthefoodtowarm-up.

Sthe:Onsecondthought,doyouhaveanything

apartfromorangejuice?Orangesgivemearunny

tummy.



Phindi:Ihavecranberryjuice

Sthe:Perfect

Phindigotupandwenttogetanotherglassfor

SthembisoandSthembisousedthatchanceto

spikePhindi'sdrink.

Phindialsousedtheopportunitytoher

advantage,shealsospikedsthembiso'sdrink.

Phindi:Hereyougo

Sthembisotooktheglassandplaceditonthetable.

Phindiwenttofetchthefoodandtheyate.

PhinditookasipofherjuiceandSthembisosmiled

Sthe:Iwonderwhatitfeelslikebeingpregnant

Phindi:Drinkyourjuicebeforeitgetshot.

SthembisotookasipandPhindismiled.

SthembisoandPhindiatetheirfoodandPhindi

finishedherdrink.

Sthembisobeganhavingaheadacheandsome

dizziness.



Sthe:It'ssohotinhereallofthesudden.Whatdid

youdotomePhindile?

PhindigotupandwenttositnexttoSthembiso

Phindi:Nothingyoudon'twantmetodobaby,just

relax.

Sthe:Bitch!Youdruggedme

Sthembisowasholdingontohishead,hewas

lossingcontrolhewasdizzyandnothingmade

sense.Everythingwasablare.

Phindilewasundressinghimgettingreadyforher

babymakingsession.

ThenapagefelloffPhindi'sbookoflife.

Phindibegansweatingandherheartbeatingfast.

Herchestwasclosingandshecouldn'tbreath

Phindi:Sthembisoyouneedtowakeup,Ican't...I

can'tbreathe.Ithinkamhavingaheartattack.

Phindigotoffthecouchandtriedgettingher

phone,butshefell.Shewasholdingontoherchest

tryingtobreath



Sthembisowaspassedoutonthecouch.

Phindigotonherkneesstrugglingtobreath,her

tongueturningblue,shecrawledtothedoor.She

managedtoopenthedoorbutfeelagainasshe

wasalmostout.

Foamwascomingouthermouth,herheadoutthe

doorandherbodystillin.

Hetookherfinalbreathandthelastpagefellout

herbookoflife.

SomeonesawPhindile'slifelessbodylyingthereon

thefloor,theycalledforhelpandsoontheentire

blockcametosee.Thepolicewerecalledandan

ambulance.

MomentslatertheparamedicsarrivedandPhindi

wasattendedto.Phindiwasdeclareddeadand

whentheyremovedphinditheysawSthembisoon

thecouch.

Hewasalsoattendedto

Paramedic:He'salive

Sthembisowastakentotheambulanceandrushed



tothehospital.

Phindile'sbodywastakenbytheforensicstothe

morgueandeveryoneattheflatswasshocked.

NdonifinallyarrivedwhereThobile'scarhad

stopped,shegotoutofthecarandwenttoinspect

thecarbutthewasnoone.Shewasfrustratedand

angryfornitbeingabletoprotectherson.

Shewantbacktohercarandwassearchingthe

car,shefoundagun.

Shetookthegunandstartedwalkingtowardsthe

directionshethoughtwhoeverhadhersonwould

havewent.

Nolithaandherfatherfinallyarrivedatthecaveof

darkness.

Queen:Ithoughtyoupeoplewerenevergonnaget

here,whattooksolong?

Nkosi:Wehalftowalkhalfwayhere.Butnotimefor

chatsweherenow.

Queen:Okthenlet'sgettowork.



Zevile'smotherkneeledbeforethecave,cuther

handwiththeknifeandletherblooddripintoa

blackpotatthedoor

Queen:ORACLEOFDARKNESS,BYBLOODICALL

ALLTHEFORCESOFDARKNESS.IYOUR

DAUGHTERISHEREANDASPROMISEDIBRING

THESACRIFICE.

ACCEPTEDOURSACRIFICEYOUWHORULES

DARKNESS.

Smojecameoutofthepotandascary,creepyvoice

emerged.

Voice:GreatAsukaisverypleasedwithwhatyou

bringtoday.Asacrificenotonlyroyaltybut

powerfultoo.Youarewelcomemydaughter.

Nolithawasshakingfromfearbutherfatherwas

holdingherhandmakingsureshedoesn'tmove.

Thebabybegancryingevenlouder,thentherewas

strangewindblowing.

Voice:Hurryandbringthebabybeforethegreat

Asuka.Thekingshallstabthebabyontheheart



andwiththebaby'sbloodthekingshallwashhis

face.

Queen:SheshaNkosi.Takethebabyandcome

forward.

Ndoniappearedfrombehindthem,sheheldthegun

andrememberedeverythingherhusbandtaughther

whentheywereinhoneymoon.

Standfirm,holdyourguntightandaimstraight.

Ndoni:Puthimdown!

Queen:Kohlwa!Heshalldie.NkosiSheshaand

bringthatbaby.

NkosiandNolithajustfrozewhentheheardNdoni's

voice.

Ndoni:IsaidputhimdownorIswearIwillshoot.

Noli:PleaseNdoni,I..I..Icanexplain

Ndoni:Puthimdown,now!

NolithaputbabyManqobadownandraisedher

handsinsurrender.

Nkosi:YouaretheguardianofpeaceNdoniyamanzi,



please.

Ndoniwasshakingandtearsrunningdownher

cheeks.

Noli:Theyweren'tgonnaharmhimIswear.They

justneededhisblood.

Ndoni:(crying)Nolithawhy?Aftereverythingwe've

beenthrough.YouFatherarerightIamthe

guardianofpeacebutnowamaparentfirst.

Thequeentookoutherdarkwandandpointeditat

Ndoni.

Queen:Darknessbeesfeastonher!

Aswarmofbeesemergedfromthewandand

buzzingtowardsNdonibutshestoodfirmandwith

onehandshecommandedherpowers.

Ndoni:YoulieyouevilQueen!Freeze

Thebeesfrozeintoaballoficeandfallontothe

groundcracking

Skhumbuzowasalmostnearhiswife,hewas



drivinglikeamadpersonandevenmorefrustrated

thathecouldn'treachSthembisointhephone.

Skhu:Noonebetterouttheirhandsonmywife.I

swearI'lleatthemalive!

Skhumbuzoarrivedatthecars

Ndoni:Ihavedoneeverythinginmypowerforyou

andyourfamilyNolithaandeachchanceyouget

youalwaysstabmeintheback.PeaceIshallnever

findaslongasyourentirefamilylives.

Noli:Myfriendamsosorry.

Ndoni:Amsorrytoo

Ndoniclosedhereyesandpulledthetrigger,

straightintonolitha'sheartfromthebackthebullet

penetrated.

Nolithawentdownslowlylandingonherknees.

Ndonifiredthesecondshotthenthethirdand

Nolithawasdown

Nkosi:NOO!



ManqcobawentsilentnexttoNolitha

Nkosi:HowcouldyouNdoniyamanzi,shewasthe

onlychildIhadleft.

NkosiwentdowntotryandwakeNolithabitNdoni

firedanothershotstraightnkosi'shead

Ndoni:Evilking

Thequeenheldonherdressandattemptedrunning

butshewastoolate

Ndoni:Youdon'tdeservetolive

Shefiredthe5thshotandthequeenwasdown.

Ndonidroppedthegunandrantowardsherbaby.

Ndoni:Mommyisheremyboy,mommyishere.

Ndoniwasinastateaftershootingeveryonesoshe

heldontighttoherbabyandsatdowncryingnext

tothelifelessbodies.

Skhumbuzoheardthegunshotsandhecame

runningtowardsthedirectionandhesawhiswife.

Skhu:Nana.



Hewenttoherandhuggedaskingnoquestions.He

couldseehiswifewasdevastated.

Ndoni:(crying)TheytookourGabbymylove,Ikilled

themall.

Skhu:Shsssit'sokNana,it'sok.

Ndoni:IkilledthemallSkhumbuzo!

Skhu:Amgonnaneedyoutopullyourselftogether

mylove,takeourbabyandgetoutofherenow.

Ndoni:Amnotgoinganywhere

Skhu:NdoniyamanziIneedyoutolistentome.

TakeManqobaandgethimtohospitalnow.

Ndoni:Andyou?

Skhu:YouknowIalwayscomebacktoyou.Nowgo!

Takemycarit'seasiertodrive

SkhumbuzokissedhisbabyboyandhelpedNdoni

up.

NdoniwithManqobarantothecar.

Ndoniranandran,cryingtillshereachedthecar.

Shegotinandputthebabyonherlapandstarted



thecaranddrovecheckinginheritedbaby

constantly.

Skhumbuzopickedupthegunandwhenttothe

deadbodies.

Skhu:Suchaneasydeath!I'dhavelovedtopierce

yourthroatNkosianddrinkyourblood.Mayyou

sufferinhell

Skhumbuzoshotthedeadbodiestillthegunranout

ofbullets.Thenheclimbedonthetreeandwaited

Heknewthepolicewerecomingcausehecould

herethesirens.

Andasexpectedthepolicearrivedtheyseahe'd

fromwherethetwocarsweretillthereachedthe

bodies.

Police:Searchtheentireplacegentleman,whoever

didthiscan'tbefar.

Skhumbuzojumpeddownfromthetreeandthe

policenearlyranaway.



Skhu:Noneedforthat,amhere.

Lwandle:Thisisit,theplaceinmydream

Langa:Let'sgointhen

Razorgotoutthecaroffloadedthegunsandgave

onetoNomaAndLanga.Theywalkedintotheplot

butthepolicewherealreadythere.

Police:Xabacuffhim

Skhumbuzowascuffedandhisrightsreadtohim

Police:Siryouhavearighttoremainsilent

Skhu:Iknowmyrightsofficer,canwegonow.

Police:Verywellthensir,let'sgo.

Skhumbuzowasescortedtothepolicevan.They

meettheNgwenyamaroyalscomingintotheplot.

Noma:What'sgoingonhere,whereareyoutaking

him?

Policewoman:Ma'amthisisacrimesceneandam



afraidyoucan'tgobyfurther.

Noma:Ihavereasontobelievemygrandsonwho

wasstolentodayisinthereandamgoingintofind

him.

Skhu:It'sokmathebabyisfine.Gohomeandbe

withmywife.She'sgonnaneedyou.

Langa:Didyoufindthebaby,whotookhim?

Skhu:RaymondcallSthembisotellhimIsaidcode:

101he'llknowwhattodo.

Skhumbuzowastakenandtheforensicscamefor

thebodiesasthebodiesweretakenoutRaymond

wasn'tconvinced.

Razor:Skhumbuzodidn'tdothis,hecouldn'thave.

Langa:Whatdoyoumean?

Razor:Iftheywereresponsiblefortakinghis

son,theywouldn'tevenbeabodyfortheforensics.

Noma:ArewestilltalkingaboutSkhumbuzohereor

thedevil?

Razor:Trustmemyqueen,thedevilisbetter.



MynameisNdoniyamanziAquaZungu,guardianof

peaceandmarriedtoagangster.

Iamamothernowandmyfirstpriorityisprotect

what'smine.

Theymademethisway,tookmeforgrantedand

pushedmeagainstthewall.NOWIWILLKILL

THEMALL!
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Zevilestillinherhalfsanestatewasfastasleepat



thehospitalafterthelongandexhaustinglabor,

littledidsheknowthatherfatewasbeingdecided.

Adarkshadowemergedfromthecaveofdarkness

andwenttothehospitaltocollectadebtover

due,thesoulsandbloodofthenewborntwins.

Theshadowslippedthroughwallsofthehospital

andreachedthebabies,theevilshadow

transformedintoahalfhumancreature.

Thecreaturepiercedthroughthebaby'sthroatand

suckedoutalltheblood,thesamewasdonetothe

secondbaby.

Assoonasthelifewassuckedoutofthebabies,the

creatureslippedrightthroughthewallsandwent

backtothecave.

Adebtwaspaid,bloodforpowerandasthepotgot

filledwithbloodforgreatAsukatodrink,Zevile

regainedhersanityinstantly.

Zevile:WhereamI?Wherearemybabies?

Mother(shecalledoutforhermother)

Anursecametocheckonher



Nurse:Howareyoufeeling?

Zevile:WhatamIdoinghere,whereismymother

andwherearemybabies?

Nurse:Relaxprincessyourboysarefine.You

motherhadtoslipoutawhilebackbutamsure

she'llbebacksoon.

Zevile:Iwanttoseemybabies.

Nurse:Thatwon'tbeaproblem.Youjustrelaxand

I'llgogetyourboysok.

ThenursewenttogetthebabieswhileZevilewas

lefttoherfantasy.

Zevile:HowI'dpaytohavethelookonThobile's

facewhensheseesmybabyrecorded.Me

Zevile,themotheroftheonlyprinces.Queenmother

tothefutureking.GreatAsukayouaregreat!

Thenursewenttothebabiesandwhatshefound

therewasunbelievable.

Bothbabieslifelessandtheirtinybodiesturned

blacklikecharcoal.

Thenurserushedoutandwenttogetadoctor,ina



shortwhileadoctorfollowedhertoseethebabies.

Doc:Jesus!Whatisthis?

Nurse:DoctorIdon'tknow,Ifoundthemlikethis.

Doc:InallmyyearsofpracticeIhaveneverseen

this!

Thedoctorexaminedthebabiesandwroteareport

thentheywenttoinformthenewmotherthather

babieswerenomore.

TheyenteredtheroomandZevilesatupstraightto

holdherbabiesbutthenursecamebackempty

handedwiththedoctor.

Zevile:Wherearemybabies?Doctoriseverything

ok?

Nurse:Everythingisfinethedoctorisjusthereto

checkifyouok.

Zevile:Iaskedwherearemybabies!?

Doc:Wearesosorryma'am.Thebabieswerefine

amhourago.

Zevile:Cansomeonegivemeastraightanswer



please.Wherearemybabies?

Doctor:Amsorryma'ambuttheynomore.

Zevile:No!Theremustbesomekindofmistake.No.

Doc:Wearereallysorry

Zevile:Iwanttoseethem.

Doc:Nurseorganiseherawheelchairandtakeher

toseeherbabies.

ThedoctorleftandZevilewaswheeledintoseeher

babiesandassoonasshesawtheirbodiesshe

knewwhathadhappened.

Zevile:GreatAsukawhy!?

Zevilecouldn'tcry,hertearsjustcouldn'tcomeout.

Shefeltherwholelifefadeawaybeforeher

eyes,shewastorn,brokenyetcouldn'tcry.

Zevile:Nursecallmymother.

Nurse:Wehavetriedreachingherbutherphone

goesstraighttovoicemail.

Zevile:Verywellthenamleavingandamtaking

themwithme.



Nurse:Ma'amthere'sprotocoltofollow,youarea

patienthereandonlyadoctorcansaywhenyou

readytoleave

Zevile:DoIlooklikeIcare!?DoyouknowwhoIam?

Nurse:AmsorryIknowwhatyougoingthroughis

painfulbutIcan'tgivesuchorders.

Zevile:Organisemeacar,amgoingtothepalace.

Thenurselefttogetthedoctoragainandaftera

longargument,Zevilewasmadetosignaform

protectionthehospitalshouldanythingarisewhile

outsidetheirpremises.Thenurseorganised

transportandZeviletookherlifelessbabiestothe

palace.

Sthembisowokeuphalfwaytothehospitalandhe

hadamassiveheadacheandeverythingseemed

blurry.

Sthe:Jeez!Myhead

Paramedic:Siryouneedtolaystill.Youareinan

ambulancetothehospital.



Sthe:Youneedtostoptalkingcauseyourvoiceis

makingmyheadworse.

Sthembisosatupstraightintheambulanceand

startedtorememberwhathappened.

Paramedic:Doyourememberwhathappenedsiror

soyouwerewith.

Sthe:Havingbrunchwithmygirlfriend.Why?

Paramedic:Noreasonsir.

Sthe:Whereisshe?

Paramedic:Amafraidshedidn'tmakeitsir.

Sthe:Isthatso?

Paramedic:Sosorry

Sthe:Yeahamsorrytoo.

Sthegottothehospitalinanambulance,herefused

tobewheeledinsohewalkedinhimselfandwas

takentobeexamined.Whilewaitingforthedoctor

hesearchedhispocketsforhisphoneandhehada

coupleofmissedcallssohecalledRaymondcause

mostcallswherefromhim.



Sthe:Dudewhere'sthepartyat?Whysomanycalls.

Razor:Gettingholdofyouisliketryingtomakean

appointmentwiththepresident.Whereareyou?

Sthe:Hospital.What'sup?

Razor:Idon'thaveallthedetailsbutSkhumbuzo

wasarrestedandhesaidtotellyou:code101.

Sthe:101?

Razor:That'swhathesaid

Sthe:Coolman,seeyouaround.

Sthembisoendedthecallandgotupfromthebed

andwalkingforthedoor.

SthembisocalledabolttotakehimtoPhindi'sflat

tofetchhiscar.

Sthe:Sotherascalplannedokkillingtoo?IguessI

wonthisroundPhindi1-0.SayhitoAbraham.

Hegothiscarthendrovestraighttohishouse.

Nikiwewasfastasleeponthecouchwhen

Sthembisogotback.



Sthesmiledwhenhesawhersleepingthereso

peaceful.

Sthe:Someoneisapplyingforastiffneck(smiling).

Let'sgetyoutobedthen

Sthembisoputhisphoneandkeysonthetableand

foldedhissleeves.

HecarefullypickedupNikiwefromthecouchand

tookhertoherroom.AtonepointNikiweflipped

openedhereyesbutclosedthemagain.Shewas

clearlyfastasleep.

Sthembisogotheronthebedandcoveredherwith

athrow.

Sthe:Youshouldfallasleeponthecouchoften,Iam

enjoyingcarryingyou.SorryIwaslate.

Sthembisoswitchedoffthelightandclosedthe

door.

Hewenttohisroom,freshenedupandputonhis

powersuit.Believemehelookeddifferent,his

presencedemandedrespect.Hewentdownstairs

tookhiskeysandphone,heactivatedthealarmand



leftforthestation.

Defeatedandweak,Zevilegottothepalaceandthe

guardsopenedforher.Shecarriedherlifeless

babiesandwalkedin,shecouldn'tevengetinside

thehouse.Shedroppedonthepavement

outside,placedthebabiesdownandstartedcrying

sopainfully.

Theguardsandmaidswereallshockedastowhat

washappening,onemaidwenttogetthequeenwho

wasresting.

Themaidknockedonthedoor.

Thobile:It'sopen.

Themaidcameinandbowedbythedoor.

Maid:SorrytodisturbmyqueenbutprincessZevile

isinthepalace.

Thobilesatupstraightonthebed

Thobile:Lordwhatdoesshewantnow?

Maid:Idon'tknowmyqueenbutshe'swithtwo



babiesandshecryingpainfully.

Thobilegotoffthebed,putonherslippersandwent

toseeZevile,whentheygotoutsideThobilewas

astonishedatwhatshesaw

Thobile:Zevile!Godwhyarethebabiesonthe

pavement?Doyouwanttheseinnocentsoulsto

freezetodeath.Maidspickupthebabies!

Themaidspickedupthebabiesfromthepavement

butfrozewhentheysawthem

Thobile:Isaidtakethebabiesinside,whyareyouall

standingtherelikeidiots.

Maid:Myqueenpleasecomeandsee

Thobile:What!

Thobilewenttocheckthebabiesandshealmost

fell.

Thobile:HollymotherMary!Zevilewhathaveyou

done?

Zevile:(cryinguncontrollably)Theydear...My

babiesaredead.



Thobile:Jesus!Maidstakethebabiesinside,get

theminherroom.Guardstwoofyourushand

summonthechiefcouncil,oneguardgetthechief

priest.Now!

Guards:Yesmyqueen

Theguardswentontheirassigneddutiesandso

didthemaids.

Thobile:OkZevileamgonnaneedyoutogetup

fromthereandlet'sgoinside.Thecouncilison

theirwayhereandamsureNkosiwillbeheretoo..

ThobilehelpedZevileinside,shewastakentoher

oldroomupstairs.

Thobile:Nkosiwhereingod'snameareyou?

Sthegottothestationandwalkedin,heignoredthe

lineofpeoplewaitingtobehelpedandwent

straighttothehelpdesk.

Sthe:Isthecommissionerin,Ihaveanitchto

scratchwithhim.

Officer:Thecommissionerhasalreadyretiredhome.



Mayibeofassistance?

Sthe:Verywellthen.Amheretoseemyclient,

SkhumbuzoZungu.

Officer:Ishebeingheldhere?

Sthe:Nohe'sonvacationhereandamheretotake

hispictures!

Officer:Looksiramonlydoingmyjobsoyoucan

gettoseeyourclient.

Sthe:CanIseemyclientplease.

Officer:Followmeplease.

Sthbisowastakentotheinterrogationroomtowait

therewhiletheygogetSkhumbuzo.

AfterawhileSkhumbuzocameinwiththeofficer,

lookingsocalmlikenothingishappening.

Hesatdownandtheofficerlefttowaitoutsidethe

door.

Sthe:DudeIthoughttheonlyrulewas:Neverget

caught.Whathappened?

Skhu:Weknowthatbutmywifedoesn't.



Sthe:Yourwife?

Skhu:Bloodyidiotstolemyboyandhismother

flipped.Sheshootthem.

Sthe:Okyoulosingnow!Ndoniyamanzi,yourwife.

Thesweetinnocentladywho'salwaysforpeace.

Sheactuallyshootsomeone?

Skhu:Sheshootallthreeincludingherbestfriend

Nolitha.

Sthe:Interesting.Soyoucoveredforher?

Skhu:Thatwifeofminehasbeenthroughalot,she

needspeace.Ihadtodoit.

Sthe:Soundssimpleenough,I'llgetyoubailby

tomorrowthenwe'lltalkwhenyougethome.

Skhu:There'salotatstakehereSthembiso.Ineed

youtogetthegunbeforeitgetstoballistics

becausethatcouldmeanjailtimeformywife.Then

destroyallevidencebeforetomorrow.

Sthe:Taskteam?

Skhu:Noamgonnadothismyself.Tomorrowyou

andIaregonnaswitchplaces,it'stimethiscity



meetsTerror.

Sthe:Great.Seeyoutomorrowthen.

Skhu:Onemorethingntwana

Sthe:Whatisit?

Skhu:Mywife.Takecareofher,she'sprobably

scaredwheresheis.Andtheminions,protectthem

withyourlife.

Sthe:Relaxntwana.YouaremeandIamyou,I've

gotyourback.

SthembisoleftandSkhumbuzowastakenbackto

theholdingcells.

Sthembisowastoorganiseoneofthedeadliest

missions,code101.

Thechiefpriestwasalreadyinthethroneroomwith

thequeen,waitingforthecouncilandthekingto

arrivesotheycandiscusstheburialoftheprinces.

Apolicevanstoppedoutsidethepalaceandtwo

officerswereletin.



Thequeenwasnotifiedoftheofficersandshe

orderedthemin.

Theywalkedtothethroneroom,exchanged

greetingsandsatdown.

Thobile:Officers,amkindofinthemiddleof

somethinghere.Whatcanwedoforyou?

Officer1:Myqueenwehereonofficialbusiness.We

foundyourcar

Thechiefprieststartedchantingstrangeidioms

andfinallyspoke.

Gobizizwe:Darknessanddeathhasbefallen

Empumelelweni.Theelephanthasfallen.

ThobileconfusedastowhatGobizizwewastalking

aboutproceededwithherconversationwiththe

officers.

Thobile:AsIwassayinggentleamdealingwitha

familyemergencynow,thankyouforfindingthecar.

Butwhere'stheking?

Officer2:Myqueenwefoundtheking,theprincess

andanotherwoman.



Thobile:ThatmustbeZevile'smother,thequeen.

Wherearethey?

Officer1:Myqueentheelephanthasfallen,theking

isnomore.Soistheprincessandtheotherwoman.

Thobilefroze,herheadbeganspinningandbefore

anyonecouldblinkshewasdown.

Officer2:Callanambulance,shefainted.

Anambulancewascalledandthechiefpriesttook

awhitesheetandcoveredthethrone.Heordered

theguardstogoringthebellalertingtheentire

communitythattheelephanthasfallen.

Thecouncilandtheentirecommunityheardthebell

andthecouncilrantothepalacewhilethe

communitywentintosstandstill.Nocooking,nofire

andnofetchingwater.Empumelelweniwas

mourning.

Soonthenewswaseverywhere,streets,radioand

TV.

Gogoandherhusbandhadjustfinishedhaving



dinnerandwherehavingteawhilewatchingTV.

News:Breakingnews.

Empumelelwenitodayweepsasnewsofthe

passingofthekingandprincesshitthekingdom.

KingZanokuhleNkosiandherdaughterprincessof

thiskingdomarenomore.Theelephantthatleads

Empumelelwenihasfallen.Thekingdomweeps.

Gogo:Hallelujah!

Liam:Lily!Peoplehavedied

Gogo:Don'tstartwithmeLiamplease.Thenews

spokeofanelephantfallingnotaperson.Nkosihad

itcoming,IsayglorytoGodasIprayforabetter

andwiserking.

Ndonihasn'tsaidawordtoanyonesinceshegot

backwithbabyManqcoba,shewasshaking.The

babieswereallfineyetthefamilywasworried

aboutthemotherandwhathappened.Theywereall

inherward.Noma,langaandLwandleand

Raymond.



Ndoni:IsSkhumbuzobackyet?

Theyalllookedateachothernotsurewhattotell

her.

Noma:Notyetmyprincess.Whathappenedmy

baby?

Ndoniwasn'tsayinganything,allshewantedwas

herhusband.

Guilt,regretandshockweretakingoverherlife.

Nokubonga:No!(Screaming)

Bulelwa:Whatisit?Doyouknowthepeoplethey

talkingabout?

Nokubonga:It'smyhusband....myexhusbandand

mydaughter.Ihavetogo.Ihavetogobacktothe

palace.

Bulelwa:CalmdownNokubonga,it'slateandwein

thevillage.Howwillyougettransport?

Nokubongastartedcrying

Bulelwa:Amsosorryforyourlossbutyouhaveto



remainstrong.Firstthingtomorrowmorningwewill

headtothecity.Amcomingwithyou.
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Mkhuselihastakenalikingtothebabies,especially

babyNkanyezi.Hewasgivingthenursesavery

toughtimeeachtimetheyhadtofeed,bathand

changethebabies.

Ndonistillwasn'tsayinganything,shewas

overwhelmedwithguiltandshock.

Noma:Mydarlingpleaseyouhavetotellyour



motherwhat'sbotheringyou.Ican'thelpyouifyou

don'ttalk.

Ndoni:WhereisSkhumbuzo,Iwantmyhusband.

Noma:Iwillonlytellyouifyoupromiseyou'lltell

mewhat'sgoingon.Youshaking

Ndoni:Justtellme

Noma:Ok.Skhumbuzoisatthestation,he'sbeen

chargedwithmurder.

Ndoni:No!Ihavetodosomething,myhusbandis

innocent.

Noma:Nowtellmewhat'sbotheringyou

Ndoni:Youdon'tunderstandmother,thistime

aroundmyhusbandisinnocent.

Noma:IunderstandbutIwannaknowwhatis

botheringyou?

Ndoni:Ishotthem,notSkhumbuzo.Ikilledmy

friend,herfatherandZevile'smother.

Noma:(shocked)What!Mypoorbaby,areyouok?

Ndoni:AmfinebutSkhumbuzoneedsme,why



wasn'tItoldhewasarrested.

Noma:Ineedyoutocalmdownprincess.Your

husbandknowswhathe'sdoingandSthembiso

lookssharpenoughandamsurehealreadyhasa

plantogethimout.

Ndoni:Ican'tjustseatheredoingnothing

Noma:Yesyouwon't.Youaregonnasithereand

remindyourselfwhyyoudidwhatyoudid.Youare

gonnasithereandremindyourselfthatyouarea

mothernowandyourhusbandneedsyoustrong.

Ndoni:Whenisthebailhearing?

Noma:Todayifmycalculationsareright.

Thedoctorcameinsmilyasalways.

Bella:How'smypatientdoingtoday?

Ndoni:Amokdoc.Ijustmisshome.

Bella:Thenyougonnalovemeforwhatamaboutto

tellyou.

Noma:Don'tkeepusinsuspensedoc,what'sgoing

on.



Bella:Wellallthetestsarebackandweintheclear.

Mommyandbabiescansafelygohometoday.

Noma:Nowthat'sgoodnews

Ndoni:It'sgreatnewsbutamabitworried.Arethey

strongenough,won'ttheyneedanyspecialcare?

Bella:Allnewbornsneedspecialcareandthat's

mommy'slove.Youallaregonnabefine.

Ndoni:ThankyouDoc

Bellaleft

Noma:Amgonnagotellyourfatherandbrotherthe

goodnews.Yougetready.

Nomalefttofindherhusbandandsonwhowere

outgettingsomeair.Shefoundherhusband

Noma:beenlookingalloverforyou.

Langa:Howisshe,amworriedabouther.

Noma:Nothingamothercan'thandle.She'sfine

now

Langa:Shelooksshakenandterrified.



Noma:Firsttimefiringagundoesthattoaperson.

She'llbefine

Langa:Woahwait!Firsttimewhat?

Noma:Yourdaughterkilledthemall.Nkosi,his

daughterandmotherin-law.

Langa:AreyoutellingmethatSkhumbuzoistaking

thefallforourdaughter?Wowhe'sgood.

Noma:Hehasaverysoftspotforourdaughterbut

somethingbugsme.

Langa:What'sthat?

Noma:WhenSkhumbuzowasarrestedRazorsaid"

Skhumbuzocouldnothavedonethis,ifhedidthere

wouldn'tbebodiesfortheforensicstofind".

Langa:That'sstrange

Noma:YeahandNdonisaidsomethingsimilarjust

now."Thistimearound,myhusbandisinnocent".I

wonderallthismeans,couldtherebemoreto

Skhumbuzothatwhatweknow?

Langa:Let'stalktoRazor,takeitfromthere.



Noma:Yourightanywaythedoctorhavegivenus

thegreenlight.Thebabiescangohometoday.

Langa:That'samazinglet'sgofindLwandle

Noma:Whereishebytheway?

Langa:Neonatal.That'swereheandMkhuseli

alwaysare.Poorbabiesprobablyaretiredof

smillingatLwandle.

Thefivemaidensselectedtocareforthenew

babiesfinallyarrivedatthecitywiththeir

driver,eachonereadytoperformtheirduties.They

wereunderstrictinstructionsfromthekingand

queenofUnyazikingdom.

Eachbabywasgonnahavetheirveryownchief

maidentobath,feed,changeandcaterfortheirevery

need.

Nikiwewasalreadyupmakingbreakfast,shewasn't

sureifSthembisowasbackcauseshedidn'tsee

himlastnight.Shewasalsowonderinghowshegot

tobedlastnight.



Sthembisocamedowntothesmellofbeaconand

Nikiwesinging,hestoppedhalfwaydownand

watchedinamazementasNikiwewassingingin

thekitchen

Sthe:(sayingtohimself)NowthisisadreamI

wouldn'tmindhavingeverynight.

NikiweturnedaroundandsawSthembisostanding

there,shebecameshyandstoppedsinging.

Nikiwe:Amsorrysirodidn'tseeyou.Goodmorning.

Sthe:Goodmorningmadam,smellsgreatdownhere.

Sthembisowalkedtothekitchen,satonthecounter

andstartedeatingsometoast.

Nikiwe:You'llhaveindigestionifyoueatbefore

praying.

Sthe:CallmebymynameandIgetdownandI'll

comedownfromthiscounterandstopeating.

Nikiwe:Sthembisokindlypleasegetofffromthere

andstopeatingbeforepraying.

Sthe:(smiling)Yesma'am.



Hejumpeddownandtookapieceofbeaconashe

tookthefoodtothetable.

NikiwefinishedandwenttojoinSthembisoatthe

table.Shewasstilloncrutchesbuttodayshewas

usingone.

Shesatdownandheldsthembiso'shandsand

startedpraying.

Nikiwe:Heavenlyfatherwethankyouforthegiftof

life,fortheroofaboveourheadsandthefoodwe

areabouttoconsume.Fatherweaskyoutoleadis

notintotemptation,deliverusfromevilandprotect

us.Amen

SthembisoheldontoNikiwe'shandsevenafterthe

prayer

Nikiwe:Youmayeatnow.

Sthembisoletgo

Sthe:HereIwaslookingforwardtoyouprayingfor

thewholeifSouthAfrica,onebyone.Iwasenjoying

theprayer.

Nikiwe:Youjustbeingsilly



Sthe:TrustmeGodmustbetheluckiestman

whereverheis.Wakinguptoyourvoiceeveryday

Nikiwe:(blushing)Eatyourfoodbeforeitgetscold.

Areyougoingtoworkthisearly?

Sthe:Yeah.Howareyoufeeling?

Nikiwe:BodystillabitsorebutIcanusemyleg

now.

Sthe:That'sgoodnewsandpleasestopsleepingon

thecouchit'snotgoodforyourneck.

Nikiwe:Soyoutookmetobedlastnight?

Sthe:YesIdid.Thanksforthefoodit'stastes

devinebutIhavetodash.

Nikiwe:Drivesafe

Sthe:Definitelywill

SthembisoleftandNikiwefinishedbreakfastand

wenttowashthedishes.

Thetimewasnow7amandSkhumbuzo'strialwas

tostartat11,thatgaveSthembisoandSkhumbuzo

enoughtimetoservetheirplan.



Sthe:Myclientpleaseofficer.

Officer:Ain'tyouabittooearly,Imeanit'sonly7am.

Sthe:Aroundofapplauseforyouplease.You

actuallyknowtimewhileIthoughttheonlything

theyteachyouatpoliceacademywashowtolet

criminalsgetawayandsquandertaxpayersmoney.

Theofficerleftannoyed,hewenttogetSkhumbuzo

andSthembisojoined.

Theofficerstoodthereastheyweretalking.

Sthe:Mindgivingussomeprivacyplease!

Officer:Iwillbeoutside.

Theofficerwenttostandoutsidethedoorleaving

thetwinstogetuptonogood.

SthembisoandSkhumbuzochangedclothesand

switchedplacesthensatdowntotalk.

Skhu:Iseverythingready?

Sthe:Allinplace.Thegunsandvestsareinthecar

andtheboysarewaitingattherobots.Leonwillcall

youonmycellphonetoconfirmwhenthepackage



leavesthestationandwhichroadthey'llbeusing.

Skhu:HowmuchtimedoIhave?

Sthe:Bebackhereinthreehours

Skhu:That'smorethanenough

Sthe:Let'sdothisthen.

SkhumbuzowalkedoutdressedasSthembisoand

noonesuspectedathing,Sthembisowastaken

backtotheholdingcellsasSkhumbuzo.

Skhumbuzometupwiththeboysattherobots,they

followedhimandLeonfinallycalled

Skhu:What'sthelowdown?

Leon:Thepackagehasleftthestation,theywillbe

usingtheoldBraamsroad.Thepackageisinthe

firstcarescortedbytwocars.Thefirstcarhastwo

occupantsandthetwohavefoureach.

Skhu:Tenmen?Soundsdoable.

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandbrieflytheguest

behindhim.Theystoppedonthesideoftheroadat



Braams.Theyloadedtheguns,putontheirvests

andbalaclavas.Andwaited

Skhuputinhisvestandhismask.Hewasin

possessionoftwoAk4s,Terrorhasalwaysbeen

maskedinred.

ItwasearlyinthemorningandBraamswasbusy

aseveryonewasgoingtowork.

Skhu:Closetheroad!

Withoutanyhesitationtheboysgotintothetwo

jeepsandgotontheroad,theyparkedhorizontalon

theroadblockingalltraffic.Hooterswentcrazyas

peoplewantedtopass,someevenwentthroughthe

sides.

Thetargetedcarsapproachedandthegames

began

Officer:What'sgoingonhere,isthereanaccident?

Officer2:Beatsmebutthetrafficisn'tmoving.

Officer:Let'sgoinvestigate

TrafficwasatahaltwithSkhumbuzoandhisboys

standinginthemiddleoftheroadwithgunsready



toblaze,thetwoofficersgotoutoftheircarand

wenttoinvestigate,Skhumbuzosawthepoliceand

heandhisboyswalkedinthemiddleoftheroad

headingstraighttothepolice.

Officer:Seemslikeweunderattack,weneedback

up.

Officer²:(shouting)WeunderattackBACKUP!

theofficerdriversintheothercarsgotoutand

startedshootingwitheveryoneontheroad

screamingandtakingcover.Skhumbuzoandhis

boyswereshootingtooitwaschaosinbroad

daylight,othersbraveenoughtotakevideosfrom

theircars.Soonalltenofficersweredownand

Terrorwenttothecar,foundthepackagethenlefta

noteonthecarandwalkedbacktotheircarslike

nothinghadjusthappened.Theregistrationsofthe

carswereremovedtoshadethelink.

Themissionwasaccomplished,Skhumbuzodrove

hometoshowerashehad1andahalfhourbefore

goingbacktothestation.

Policewerecalledtothesceneandthemediawas



alreadyfloodingthescene.Thepolicesearchedthe

vehiclesfortheevidenceyetallthatwastherewas

thenote.

FindTerror

FindTheevidence!

XXX

Thepolicecalledthecommissionertoinformhimif

theoutcome.

Commissioner:Whereisthefun?Findthegunand

takeittoballistics,thiscasedependsonit.

Officer:Sirthere'snosignofthegunanywherehere

butthere'sanote.

Commissioner:Whatnote?

Officer:Itsays"FindTerror,findtheevidence".

Commissioner:That'simpossible!Terrorhereinour

city!Itcan'tbe.

Thecommissionerendedthecallandwasfuming

withanger.

Commissioner:Withoutthatmurderweaponthis



caseisasgoodascold!Butwhat'sTerrordoing

here?Ismellwar.

Skhumbuzogottohishouseandhiswifewasnot

backyetbutthemaidensfromhiskingdom

where,hegreetedthenwentstraighttohisbedroom.

Hehadaquickshower,changedhisclothesandleft

anoteonthebed.

IWILLALWAYSCOMEBACKTOYOU.

FOREVERANDALWAYS

LOVE

S.K

Heleftthehousedrivingbacktohospitalwith

Sthembiso'sclotheshewaswearing.

AvolcanohaderuptedinRichardshouse,flames

flyingfromallcorners.Sophiawasenjoyingplaying

bigsisterwithbabyCrystal.

Palesa:RichardspeaktoyourdaughterpleaseorI



won'tberesponsibleforwhatI'lldo.

Chantelle:Youcan'tdoanythingtomePalesa,just

youtryit.

Palesa:ChantelleIwillalsoyou!

Chantelle:Withwhichhands?Tryme

Richard:Thetwoofyoupleasestopit,wegavea

babyhereandSophiadoesn'tneedallthisbickering.

Chantelle:Dadthiswitchcantstayhere!Sheneeds

toleaveandyouneedtobringbackauntyDana.

Palesa:CallmeawitchonemoretimeandI'llkill

you!

Chantelle:Ooohpleasejusttryme.Youarethe

reasonmymotherisdeadandnowyoumanagedto

chaseauntyDanaaway.Youwillnothavepeacein

thishouse!

Palesa:Richardsaysomething,youlettingyour

daughterinsultmeinfrontofmydaughter?

RichardtookCrystalandSophiabetotheparkfor

doneairleavingthetwobitingeachothersheads

off.



Richard:Ineedtodosomethingandfast,myhouse

can'tgoonlikethismyheadcan'ttakeit.Palesa

hastogobutwhataboutCrystal,she'smydaughter

andIcan'tthrowheronthestreets.

Sophia:DaddywhenisauntyDanacomingback,I

misshercupcakes.

Richard:Soonmyangel,soon.

Skhumbuzogottothestationjustintime,hewas

giventimealonewithhisclientbeforethehearing

andthat'swhentheyswitchedplacesagain.

Sthe:Didyougetit?

Skhu:Itwaslikesnatchingalollipopfromatoddler.

Sthe:Great,let'sgogetyouhomethen.

Ndoni,hermotherandfathermadeittocourt.

Everyoneseatedasthehearingwasabouttobegin

Officer:AllriseforjudgehonourableMakhene

Thecourtroseandthejudgesatdown.Youmaybe

seated.



Officer:Courtinsession.Casenumber3771-

503,stateVsSkhumbuzoZungu.

Judge:Canthestatepresentthecaseplease.

State:Thankyouyourhonour.

Thestatewouldliketoaskthecourtformoretime

togatherenoughevidenceforthiscase.Withthat

saidthestatealsopleadswiththecourtthatthe

accusednotbegrantedbailandremainincustody

forthedurationoftheinvestigation.

Irestmycaseyourhonour.

Judge:Councilyoumaystateyourcase.

Sthe:YourworshipIthankyou.

Myclienthereyourworshipusnotacriminalbuta

victim.He'sanewfatherwhowastryingtoprotect

hissonafterthedeceasedabductedhimfrom

hospitalandendangeringhislife.

ThereforeIpleadwiththecourtstograntmyclient

bailsohespendstimewithhisfamilyduring

investigations.

Judge:Anythingelsecouncil?



Sthe:YesyourworshipI'dliketoremindthecourts

thatmyclienthereisafirsttimeoffenderandan

honourablememberofthesociety.Ifhewantedto

fleehe'dhavedonethatbuthechosetostay

becausehe'salawabidingcitizen.

Irestmycaseyouhonour.

Judge:Verywellthen.Ihaveheardbothsideofthe

storyandbasedonwhatIhaveheardIhave

decidedtograntMrZungubail.

Thejudgecontinue

Judge:ThebailwillbeataR10000nonrefundable

fee.MrZunguistohandoverallhistravel

documentstothenearestpolicestationandmay

notleavethecountry.

Sthe:Asthecourtplease.

Judge:Courtdismissed!

Officer:Allrise

Thecourtroseagainasthejudgeexitedtheroom

andSthembisoandhistwinwalkedoutofthere

victorious.



Skhumbuzowenttosignnecessarypapersandoff

heheadedhometohiswifeandkids.

Sthe:What'snext?

Skhu:Iwanttheentireforcedead,everyonemust

payforputtingtheirfilthyhandsonme.Am

shuttingdownthiscity.

Sthe:AmIspeakingtoTerrorormybrother?

Skhu:Iwanttheentireringhere,Congo,

Russia,ChinaandAfghanistan.Thestreetsshould

reekofblood.

Sthe:When?

Skhu:Amflyingeveryonedowntomorrow,

Thursdayit'sshowdown.Thatbloody

commissionerandhisspiderMndebelewillbefirst

onmylist.

Sthe:BAM!BAM!Mandown.
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Thepalacewasamadhouseasthepalacemaids

weregoingupanddownclearingtheking'sroom

preparingforthemourners.TheprincesNkosana

andNkosinathiweretakentothemorgueand

Thobilewasbeingexaminedbytheparamedics.

Shewasawakenow

Paramedic:Myqueenyouawake-howareyou

feeling?

Thobile:Myheadisaching.

Paramedic:Youseemexhausted,haveyoubeen

gettingenoughsleep?

Thobile:I'vebeenrestlessforawhilenowbutI

assumeditwaswork.



Paramedic:ItcouldbebutI'dlovetobesure.Do

youmindtakingapregnancytest?

Thobile:Idon't

Thobilegotupfromthebedandtookthetesttothe

bathroom.Shepeedonthestickandcomeback.

Afterafewminutesalltwolinewerevisiblyclear.

Paramedic:Congratulationsmyqueen,youpregnant.

Thobile:What!Howandwhen?Whynow.

Paramedic:Youneedtovisityourgynecologist

soontodeterminehowlongisyourpregnancyand

allthequestionsyoumighthave.

Thobilewasshocked,emotionalandnumbatthe

sametime.Shehadjustfoundoutthatherhusband

wasnomoreandnowapregnancy.

Thobile:Thankyou.Youmaybeexcusednow.

Paramedic:Thankyoumyqueen.

TheparamedicpackedupandleftwhileThobile

calledhermothertoinformheraboutthecalamity

thathasbefallenher.



Hermotherpromisedshewillcometomorrow.

Thobilepulledherselftogether,coveredher

shoulderswithablanketandwentbacktothe

throneroomwherethecouncilwasalreadyseated

withGobizizwe.

Council:Greetingsqueenofthisland.

Shegotinandwenttositontheleopardskinnext

tothecoveredthrone.

Gobizizwe:Myqueenwehopealliswell?

Thobile:Alliswell.Whathavethecouncildecided

regardingtheking'spassing.Imaybeamodern

queenbutIrespectourcustomsandtraditions.

Council:Letmefirstextendourdeepest

condolencestoyoumyqueen.Welostastrong

king.Withthatsaidasthecouncilwefeelitwould

bejusticeifourking,histwoson'sandprincessare

allburiedonthesamedaytogether.

Thobile:Ihavenoobjectionstothat.Butalotstill

hastobedonebeforetheactualburial.Nokubonga

hastobefoundandboughtbacksoshecanmourn



herdaughter.Thenamessageistobesentto

Emajubakingdomregardingtheirqueen.

Gobizizwe:Youarewisemyqueen,mayyoulive

long.

Council:WiththatoutofthewayIthinkit'swelkthat

Isuggestourkingbelaidtorestintwodaystime.

Thobile:Alliswell.

Council:WeshallsendforNokubongaatherhome

tomorrowmorningandamessagewillbedelivered

toEmajubakingdom.

Thobile:IfitpleasesthecouncilIasktobeexcused

please.

Gobizizwe:Myqueenisexcused.

Thobile:Thankyou.

Thobilegutupandwentbacktoherroom.The

mattresswasalreadysetandcandlesburning.She

satdownandtearsbetrayedher,herhurtwasturn

andshewasinpain.

Thobile:(crying)Zanokuhlewhy!?Whynow,who's

gonnateachoursonthewaysofhispeople?Who's



gonnaguidehimintobeingastrongandwiseking?

Whymyking,why?

Zevilecamedowntoinvestigatethechaosinthe

palaceandthebellringing.Shewasmetwith

Thobileonthemattressandshewasconfused.

Zevile:Shouldn'tIbeonthatmattressseeingthat

thebabiesaremine?

Thobile:Youareherebecauseamtoleratingyou,for

peacesake.Pleasedon'tgetsmartwithme.

Zevilelefttogoinquirewithoneofthemaidsasto

whatwasgoingon.

Zevile:You(pointingatonemaid)Comehere.

Themaidcameandgreeted.

Zevile:What'sgoingonhere,whyiseveryone

runningaroundlikethere'saceremonyaboutto

happenandwhyusThobileonthemattress?

Maid:MyprincessIdon'tthinkit'smyplacetotell

you,Idon'thavealltheanswers.

Zevile:YougetterstartspeakingnowitIswearIwill

makeyoueatthisfloor.



Maid:Thesunhasset,thekingusnomore.

Zevile:Nomoreasindead?

Maid:YesmyprincessthatallIknow.CanItakemy

leaveplease.

ZevilerushedbacktoThobile'sroomandstoodon

thedoorcrying.

Zevile:TellmewhatIheadisnottrue!

Thobile:Youeithercomein,sitdownandshow

somerespectoryougetoutofmyfaceandletme

mournmyhusbandinpeace.

Zevile:Soit'strue,he'sdead?Where'smymother

then

Thobile:Youclearlyhavenomannerssoyesmyis

nomore,soistheprincessandyourmother.Can

youexcusemenow!

Zevile:(cryingevenmorelouder)No.no.no!Not

mother,she'sallIhad.

ZevilewascryinglouderthatThobile,mourners

arrivedanttookZeviletositnexttoThobile.



Itwasasaddayindeed,deathhadbefallenthe

Empumelelwenikingdominnumbers.4deathsin

onepalaceitwassettobeaverysomberand

devastatingtimeforthequeen.

NdoniandhisparentsgothomeandSkhumbuzo

wasfollowingbehindwithSthembiso.

Langa:Itmustbegoodtobehomemyangel

Noma:Andherhusbandiscominghometoo

Ndoni:What'skeepingthemsolong,theyshould

havebeenherebynow.

Langa:Relaxmydeartheyprobablyjustcatching

up.

Noma:Amsurethetwoofyouaregonnaneed

somealonetime.YourfatherandIaregoingto

dashoutforawhile.

Ndoni:Willyoubebackfordinner?

Noma:Yeswewill

NomaandLangatooktheirleaveandontheirway



outtheymetwithStheandthemanofthehouse

drivingin.

Langa:Iwantedtothankhimfortakingthefallfor

mydaughter.

Noma:We'lldothatoverdinner,Ialsowannathank

him.He'sproventhatfamilycomesfirst.

Ndoniwascheckingonthekidsupstairswiththeir

nannieswhenthetwinscameinanduncleSthe

madenoiseasusual.

Sthe:Honeywehome,hopethere'sfoodinheream

hungry.Lyingforanhourlongain'tchild'splay.

Skhu:Yeayeah!Whatever.Amgoingtofindmywife.

SkhumbuzowentupstairsandSthembisowentfor

thefridgelookingforsomethingtoeat.

Skhumbuzostoodatthedoorwatchinghiswifeand

themaidenschangingnappies,itwasabeautiful

sight.

Skhu:Candaddyhelp?

Ndonifinishedfasteningthenappyandwenttogive

herhusbandatighthug.



Skhu:Amback,toldyouIwould.

Ndoni:Iloveyou

Skhu:Always.Maidens,callmewhenit'sfeeding

time.Iwannahelpfeedthem.

Maidens:Yesmyprince

SkhumbuzoandNdoniwenttotheirbedroomand

satonthebedwithNdonirestingherheadinher

husband'slap.

Skhu:Youshouldberesting,youneedit.

Ndoni:Youshouldberestingtoo,youspent2nights

inapolicecell.

Skhu:Acellisnothingcomparedtowhatyou've

beenthrough.Ioweyouavacationforgivingme

suchanamazinggift.

Ndoni:I'llholdyoutothat.Whydidyoudoitthough?

Whytakethefallforsomethingyoudidn'tdo?

Skhu:BecauseyoumywifebutaboveallIdidit

becauseyoudidsomethingIwassupposedtodo.

Yousavedmethetrouble.



Ndoni:Whathappenedthatdayhauntsme

everyday,Ican'tsleep.

Skhu:Amherenowandamgonnahelpyousleep.

Thosepeopledidn'tdeservetoliveandyourso

calledfriendwasawolfinsheep'sclothing.

Ndoni:IhearyoubutIneedyouto.oromisemeone

thing.

Skhu:Nameitandyouhaveit.

Ndoni:Ourkidsarehomeandsafe,nomoreblood

she'dplease.

Skhumbuzotookaverydeepbreathandheld

Ndoni'shand

Skhu:YouknowIloveyouandI'ddoeverythingfor

you.Butthismyloveuscomplicated.

Ndoni:Itdoesn'thavetobecomplicated.Justwalk

awayfromitall.Thekilling,thedarklife,gunsand

diamonds.Liveforus.

Skhu:Nkosiwasaking,hiswifetheprosecutor.

Theywillnotletthisslide.Thepoliceforceisunder

pressuretobringmetojustice.



Ndoni:Butyoudidnothingwrong

Skhu:Ihavetoseethistothefinish,Ihavetoearn

backmyrespect.Nooneoutstheirhandsonme!

Ndoni:Doyougonnakillthem?

Skhu:Everylastofthem,thenit'sanewbeginning

forusandourminions.

Ndoni:Onelasttimethenyougoclean?

Skhu:OnelasttimeandIpromiseI'llevengoto

church.

Ndoni:Youstoodbymewhennooneelsedid,you

alwaysstoodbymeandcametomyrescue.Broken

asIwasyoulovedmeandwaited.It'smyturnnow.

Skhu:Youwerenotbroken,justdismantled.AllIdid

wasjustputeverythingbackintoplaceandyoudid

therest.

Ndoni:Killthemallandyou'llfindmeherewaiting.

Foreverandalwaysiwillloveyou.

Skhu:Alwaysmylove.Howamlongingtomake

lovetoyourightnow.



Ndoni:Iknowmylove,patienceplease.

Sthembisocameupstairstoseethebabies.

Sthe:Howismytroopdoing?Sayhallotouncle.

Skhu:Ineedyoutorestnow,I'llgocheckonthem

andmakeyousomefood.

Skhumbuzogavehiswifeakissandshelayonthe

bedtotakeanap.

SkhumbuzojoinedStheasthemaidenswentto

makethebottles.

Sthe:Dudeyou'llneednametagsforthese

boys,can'teventellwho'swho.

Skhu:It'sgonnabeastrugglentwana

Sthe:Butyoublessedmybrother.Fivekidsandthe

mostamazingwife.

Skhu:WheneverIgettempted,remindmewhatI

haveplease.She'satreasureandtheseminions

rightherearemylife.

Sthe:IthinkIfoundmypurposetoobutI'lltellyou

aboutitlater.



Skhu:Letmeguess,Hope.

Sthe:Dudethatgirldrivesmenutswithlove,then

whenshelooksatmewithherbigeyesIjustdue.

Skhu:Whynotjustsaveyourselfasilentdeathand

tellher.

Sthe:Notnowdude,Ineedhertorecoverfirst.IfI

tellhernowitmightfeellikeamtakingadvantage

orlookingforpaymentforgivingheraplacetostay

Skhu:Ilikethegirlalready,youfinishedanentire

sentencewithoutajoke.She'sforkeeps..

Sthe:IplantomybrotherIplanto.

Themaidenscamebackwiththebottles,Stheand

Skhumbuzohelpedfeedthebabiesandputthemto

sleep.SthembisoleftforhishouseandSkhumbuzo

wenttocoverhiswifewhowassleepingthenhe

wentIouttohisstudyandgotinhislaptop.

Hesentafewemailsthenreceivedacall.

Skhu:Yes!

Voice:Justreceivedyouremailboss.Howmany

shouldIcomewith?



Skhu:Damion.BringtheentireringandDamion

comepreparedit'sgonnabewar.

Damion:Warisusboss,bloodourdrinkand

gunshotsareourdailyprayer.

Skhu:Good!YourflightwillbewaitingattheCongo

democraticairportatexactly9inthemorning.

Damion:Brother'sindeath,bybloodweone.

Skhu:Onebyblood.

Heendedthecallandleanedoverthechairthinking

ofthemissionbeforehim.

LangaandhiswifeNomagottoRazor'shouse

whichwasKhumalo'sandtheygotin.

Razor:Itmustbemybirthdaytoday,avisitfromthe

kingandqueenisn'tsomethingonegetseveryday.

Youwelcome.

Langa:Don'tbesillyRay,wealwaysvisityou.

Noma:Howareyoufindingyourmancave?

Razor:Alotstillneedstobedonebutit'sbeautiful



andamlovingit.

TheywenttositandRayofferedthemsdrink.

Langa:YounowwefamilyRayandwehavealways

treatedyouassuch.

Razor:IknowthatmykingandI'ddieforthebothof

you.

Noma:Youknowallourdarkestanddeepest

secrets.

Razor:Yesmyqueen

Langa:Wegonnagetstraighttothepointthen.

WhatdoyouknowaboutSkhumbuzothatwedon't?

Noma:Icantellsomethingisup,Icanevensmellit.

Razoralmostchokedonhiswhiskeywhenhehead

thequestion.

Langa:Razor.Wewaiting

Razor:MykingIdon'tknowmuch,apartfromwhatI

oncesaw.

Noma:whatdidyousee?



Razor:Skhumbuzoisveryruthlessmykingandby

ruthlessIdon'tjustmeankilling.Hehasthisdark

sidethatwhenrevealedhe'deatahumanbeing

aliveandnothaveanyremorse.

Noma:ThisisevenmoreinterestingthanIthought.

Ineedyoutodigdeepintohislife,hisassociates,his

backgroundandpast.Ineedtoknowwhois

Skhumbuzooutifhisdoctor'scoat.

Razor:Amonitmyqueen

Langa:Tomorrowwewantanswersandwhileyou

atit,checkhistwintoo.

Razor:Amonit

LangaandNomatooktheirleaveandRaymond

wentonhiscomputerandstarteddigging.Spades

andallhedugdeeplikeamanseekinggold.

Noma:WhatisSkhumbuzohiding,whoishe?

Langa:Weshallfindouttomorrowmyqueen.

NokubongaandBulelwafinallygottothepalace

andtheymadetheirwayinside.ThobileandZevile



wereonthemattresswithafewmourners.

Nokubonga:Seemssomepeoplehaveforgotten

theirplace.Thobilewhenwereyougonnacallme

aboutmyhusband?

Thobile:PointofcorrectionNokubonga,Nkosiwas

myhusband.Youarejustabitterexwife.

Nokubonga:(laughing)Inyourdreams!Zanokuhle

didnotdivorcemeandIstillhavethemarriage

certificatetoprovethat.

Thobile:Wellcertificateornot,helovedyounomore.

Bulelwa:PleaseNokubongamyfriendyouneedto

comedown.Thisisnothowthingsaredone.Let's

allsitandtalk.

Zevile:Somuchhashappenedandshoutingwon't

resolveanything.

Nokubonga:Andwenafebelina!Whatareyoudoing

heresheddingcrocodiletears?

Thobile:Nokubongaisthistherespectyour

daughterdeserves?

Nokubonga:Iamthefirstwifeofthiskingdomand



byrightandtraditionalyouThobileareseatingon

myplace.NowmovesoIcanmournmyhusband.

Bulelwa:Nokubongaplease!

Thobile:MakememoveNokubongaandIswear

hellwillbreaklose.

Nokubonga:LetitcomeloseThobile,amready.

Mournersshockedastowhatwashappening

Nokubongahadturnedthepalaceintoawrestling

match.

TOBECONTINUE...
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Hlengiwehasbeensubjectedtosuitcaselifein

hotel's.Thoughshe'sworkingandcanafford

independence,shewaslonely.

Hlengiwe:Soafteryearsofmarriage,childrenanda

happyhomethisisallitcomesdownto.Imissmy

oldlife,myhusband,mykidsandourhome.Imiss

Raymond.

Hlengiwereachedforherphone,tookawell

deservedbreathforcouragethencalledRaymond.

Razor:Yes

Hlengiwe:Hiit'sme,Hlengiwe.Donothangup

please,justhearmeout.

Razor:Amlistening

Hlengiwe:Amsorryfornotquestioningmy

daughter'sstory,amsorryfornothearingyourside

ofthestoryandmostofallamsorryfordoubting

yourloveforme.Iwasonlytryingtobeagood

mothertomydaughter.



Razor:Noneedtobesorry,familycomesfirstand

I'ddoanythingformydaughterifIhadone.Same

wayI'dhavedoneanythingforyou.

Hlengiwe:Canweputthisbehindusandtryagain

please?

Razor:CanyoulivewiththefactthatIamwhoIam

andIcan'tchange?Canyoulivewiththekindof

familyIhave?

Hlengiwe:Icantry

Razor:Ican't.Ican'talwayshavetochosebetween

youandmyfamily,Ican'talwaysbejudgedfor

thingsIdidformyfamilyorhavingthefamilyIhave.

Hlengiwe:PleaseRaymondcanweatleasttry.

Razor:LoveisveryfunnyHlengiwe,oncebrokenno

matterhowhardyoutryandputittogetherthe

scarsremainingvisible.Ilovedyouwithallmy

being,youbrokeme.YouareamotherandifIcan't

loveyourdaughterthenourlovewouldbe

incomplete.

Hlengiwe:Please(crying)



Razor:Amsorry,Ican't

Hlengiwe:(crying)Raymond

Razor::HlengiweIwishyouallthebest,Idon'thate

youIjustdon'tloveyouanymore.

Razorendedthecallandwentbacktohislaptop.

Hlengiwe:Palesayouhavekilledme,deadand

buried.Amfinished(crying)

Ndoniyamanziwasbeinghauntedbynightmaresof

herbabiesbeingstolen,she'dheargunshotsand

babiescryinginhersleep.She'dwakeupcrying

andscreaminginthemiddleofthenightandthat

hadherhusbandworried.

Ndoni:(screaming)ManqobaNo!

Skhu:Heiit'sokNana,it'sjustadream.Amhereand

nothingwillhappentoManqoba.

Ndoni:(crying)Itwassoreal,Icouldhearhim

crying.

Skhu:It'sokbaby,it'sok.I'llgocheckonthemthen



makeyousomewarmmilk.

Skhumbuzogotoutofbedandwenttocheckonthe

babieswhichweresleepingpeacefullywiththeir

nannies,thenhewentdownstairstowarmupsome

milkforhiswife.

Ndonicouldn'tstayinbedsoshewenttocheckon

thebabiestoo.

Skhuwasupsetthathiswifewasthishurtand

restless,herwife'sscreamswastouchingavery

darkplacewithinhim.

Skhu:IoftenhearpeoplespeakofaGodwhohears

everything.SoGodifyoucanhearme,whenwillmy

wifehavepeace?Whenwillitbeenough?Hasn't

shebeenlovingandgoodtoeveryone,whymust

shealwayssuffer?

TearswererunningdownSkhumbuzo'sface,his

darksidesurfacingwitheachyeardrop.

Skhu:IfIhavetokilleveryonetomakethisworlda

betterplaceformywifeandkidsthensobeit.

Skhutookthemilkandwentbackupstairstohis



wifeandhefindhiminthenursery.

Skhu:Milkformommy.

Ndoni:ThanksbutIcan'tleavethemalone,Ijust

can't.

Skhu:Youneedtorestmylove,yourbodyneedsthe

rest.GotobedandI'llstayinhereandwatchthem.

Ndoni:Areyousure?

Skhu:Positive

Ndonitookhermilkandwenttotheirbedroomand

Skhumbuzoremainedinthenursery.

MenweresentfromEmpumelelwenikingdomto

Emajubakingdomtoinformthemabouttheirqueen.

King:EldersofEmpumelelweni,myin-laws.Whatan

honourtobevisitedbyyoutoday.

Elder1:Longlifemyking.Wewishwe'dcomewith

morepleasantnewsbutunfortunatelyitisn'tthat

way.

Elder2:Ourheartsareheavyandmouthsdryand



thenewswebrings.

King:Speaktomemyeldersamlistening.

Elder1:(clearinghisthroat)MykingZanokuhlehas

joinedhisancestors,ourkingdomI'dlikelistsheep's

withoutashepherd.

King:Thatisindeedsad,condolencesmyelders.

Elder2:Mykingthekingwasshotwiththeprincess

andyourwife.Allthreearenomore.

Thekingwentsilentforawhilethenfinallyspoke.

King:MyeldersdeathisforGodandsoislife.My

heartbleedsformyqueenbutIcannotquestion

thegods.Iwillsendforherbodytobroughthome

soshecanrestwithherancestors..

Elder2:Doacceptourheartfeltcondolencestoyou

andyourfamilyandentirekingdom.

Elder1:Takeheartmyking.

King:WazewafelaemanyaleniNdlovukazi!

Afterawhiletheeldersaskedtotaketheirleave

backtotheirkingdomtomourntheirownloss.



ThepalacewasamadhousewithNokubonga

drivingeveryonecrazy,barkingordersandthrowing

herweightaround.Thobilewaslosingherpatience

inallthedrama.

Nokubonga:Itismyrightfulplacetositonthis

mattressandmournourhusband.

Zevile:Iwasgonnabemarriedtothekingwasthe

fatherofmyson's.

Nokubonga:Youhavenoshame!Fatherofyour

son'sorfatherifyourlatehusband,bloodyJezebel!

Rhaa

Bulelwa:Nokubongapleasethisisnotthetimeor

place.Giveyourhusbandanddaughteryourlast

respect's.Timeforsuchshallcome.

Thobile:You.knowwhatamtiredofyourpowertrip

Nokubonga,ifyoureallytherightfulqueenthensit

aloneonthismattressandpayforthefunerals.As

formeIwillbeintheotherroom.

Bulelwa:Myqueenpleasesit.Doitforyour



husband.

Thobile:It'shotinhere,can'tdealwiththenoise.

Pleaseexcuseme.

Thobilegotupandwentoutsideforsomeair.Her

headpoundingandshewassweating.Bulelwa

followedher.

Bulelwa:Myqueenareyouok?Youseemso

exhausted

Thobile:AmokIjustneedsomeair.

Bulelwa:Myhearttellsmeyouareaveryhumble

andniceperson,pleasedonotallowanyonedeny

youachancetomournyourhusband.

Thobile:Thankyou.

Bulelwa:Pleaselet'sgoin

ThobileandBulelwawentbackinandsatdown

Thobile:Iwantthefuneraltobetomorrow

afternoon,ifanyonehasanobjectionpleaseraise

yourhandandspeak.

Nokubonga:Ishouldbemakingthatdecisionasthe



firstwife.

Thobile:Youcanmakethedecisiononlyifyoucan

payforthefuneraldues,ifnotthenmydecisionis

final.Ampayingforallfourburials.

Zevile:CanIsaymypiece?

Thobile:YourhusbandislongburiedZevileasfor

thetwinstheyareprincesofthislandandtheyshall

beburiedwiththeirfather.Keepyourpiece.

Bulelwa:SpokenlikeatruequeenThobile,

Nokubongamyfriendallowyourhusbandand

daughtertobeburiedsotheycanrest.

Nokubonga:Finebutthisconversationshall

continue.

SthembisodecidedtowriteNikiwealetter

expressinghowheactuallyfeelsaboutNikiwe,she

wasdownstairswatchingTVwhenSthecamedown

andsatdownnexttoher.

Nikiwe:Thoughtyouwerealreadyasleep.

Sthe:Icouldn'tsoIdecidedtowriteyouthis.



HehandedNikiwetheenvelope

Nikiwe:Whatisthissir?

Sthe:Amnotreallygoodwithwordsandallthese

expressionlanguagebutIhopethisdoesmejustice.

Nikiwe:Whatisit?

Sthe:It'ssomethingIshouldhavegaveyoualong

timeago.Ihoweverneedyoutopromisemeone

thing.

Nikiwe:Yousoserioustoday,what'sgoingon?

Sthe:OnlyopentheenvelopetomorrowafterIleave.

Nikiwe:Leavetowhere?

Sthe:Amgoingonaveryimportantmissionandmy

returnain'tguaranteed,henceIfeelwhat'sinthat

envelopewillpavemyreturn.

Nikiwe:YouscaringmeSthembiso,whatkindofa

mission?

Sthe:(laughing)AmgoingtoDisneyworlddonot

fear.

Sthembisogotupandwentbackupstairsleaving



Nikiwelostforwords.

Nikiwe:Mission!What'sgoingonhere,ishetryingto

askmetoleavehishouse?Godonlyyouknow.

NikiweswitchedofftheTVandwenttoherroom.

Sheprayedthenplacedtheenvelopeunderher

pillowandslept.

Questionsroaminghermind,fearanduncertainty.

Razorhasbeenupallnighttryingtoputtogetheras

muchinfoonthetwinsaspossible,hewasthebest

andnothingthathadtobefoundwouldsliphim.

Itwasmorningandhestumbledonsomethingvery

interestingandscaryatthesametime.

HetookthecallandcalledhisbosskingLanga

Langa:Razor

Razor:Mykingcanyouputthephoneon

loudspeakerIbelieveyou'dbothwannahearthis.

Langaputthephoneonloudspeakerandhiswife

spoke.



Noma:What'sgoingonRay,findsomething?

Razor:Ifoundalotbutnothingincriminating.

Langa:Sowhatisitthatyouthinkwehavetoknow?

Razor:Ijuststumbledon4interestingflights

bookedtolandinSouthAfricatoday.Allflightsare

inonename.

Noma:Mmmhflightsfromwhere?

Razor:Afghanistan,Russian,CongoandChina

Langa:Jesus!Whohassuchcommunications

Razor:Allflightswerebookedandpaidbynon

otherthanourveryownSkhumbuzoZungu.

Noma:WhattheH***!

Langa:Thanksmanwe'llcatchuplater.

Theyendedthecallanddeliberatedonwhatthey

justfoundout.

Noma:Areyouthinkingwhatamthinking?

Langa:Don'tknowifyouthinkingthesamething

amthinkingbutIsmellwar.



Noma:Butwhat'sSkhumbuzogottodowithwar,

he'sadoctor.Whywouldhepayforflightsand

what'shisconnectiontothesepeople?

Langa:Isaylet'sbuckleupandwait,somethingbig

isabouttounfold.
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Richarddecidedtoputakidonthevolcanoinhis

housebeforeiteruptsandruinseverything.He

calledhislawyerandaskedhimtodrawupa

documentwhichgiveshimfullcustodyofbaby

Crystal.



Hethencalledafamilymeetingwitheveryoneinhis

lifeincludingDana.

PalesaandherbabywerethefirsttojoinRichardin

thelivingroom.

Palesa:What'sallthusaboutandwhysoearlyin

themorning?

Richard:Canwewaitfortheothersplease.CanI

holdher?

PalesagaveCrystaltoRichardandChantellecame

inyawninginherPJ's.

Chantelle:Somepresencecouldsoureventhe

freshestoffmilk!

Palesa:NottodayChantellepleaseit'stooearlyfor

youedrama.

Chantellesatnexttoherfather.

Chantelle:Goodmorningfather

Richard:Morningmyangel,where'sSophia?

Chantelle:Stillsleeping,youknowhowmuchshe

loveshersleep.



AknockcameatthedoorandRichardgotuptogo

open,itwasDana.

Richard:Hi.Ididn'tthinkyouweregonnacome

Dana:Ialmostdidn'tbutamherenow.

Richard:Pleasedocomein

TheywalkedinandChantelleranforahugasshe

sawDana.

Chantelle:Sohappytoseeyou,thoughtyouwere

nevercomingback.Sophiaisgonnabesohappy.

Dana:Happytoseeyoutooangel

TheywenttositandalleyeswereonRichard

Dana:WhyamIhereRichard?

Palesa:Andthoughtthiswasafamily

meeting,what'sshedoinghere(pointingatDana

withhereyes)

Chantelle:Someonehasbelongingissues!Areyou

family?

Richard:Stopity'allplease.ThisisnotwhyIcalled

youallhere.



Dana:SpeakthencauseIwillnotsithereandbe

disrespectedbyyourbabymama.

RichardgaveCrystaltoChantelleandgotupand

wenttogethersomething.Hecamebackwitha

documentandhaveittoPalesa.

Palesa:Whatisthis?

Richardagainhandedpalesaacheque.

Richard:Thatisyourfreedom.R30000

Palesa:Iseethatbutwhyareyougivingittome?If

it'sforlobolathenyousupposedtogiveittomy

father.What'swithpapers?

Richard:Thatmoneyisforyou

Chantelle:Whyareyoupayingher?She'sdone

nothingbutbreakourfamilyapartdad.

Richard:Allowmetofinishmyangelplease.

Chantelle:Sorry

Richard:ThepaperssimplestatethatCrystalismy

daughterandyouPalesaareleavingherwith

me,herfathertillyoubetteryourlifeandcantake



careofher.

Palesa:ThenIgetthe30k?

Richard:Yes

Palesa:Fairdeal,wheredoIsign?

Richard:Lastpageandinitialeverypage.

RichardgavePalesaapenandshestartedsigning

herdaughteraway.

Dana:Wow!

Palesa:Done

Richard:Themoneyisyoursandyoufreetogo.

Dana,wheredoIevenbegin?

Youcameintomylifeattheworstpossibletime.I

wasbrokenandmyfamilywasbroken,you

stayed,lovedmeandmykidsandthatIcannever

repay.

Dana:Ineverdidittoberepaid,IdiditbecauseI

loveyouandyourkids.

Chantelle:WeloveyoutooauntieDana.



Palesa:Amgonnahavetoexcusemyself,Ihave

bagstopackandpeopletosee.

Palesagotupandkissedherbabyandwenttoher

room.

RichardgotinhiskneewiththeringDanahadtaken

off

Richard:AsbrokenasIwas,fullofbruisesand

scaresyoulovedme,Iaskagainpleasehelpme

keepthepiecestogether.MarrymeDanaWilliams

DanawasintearsandChantelleexcited

Chantelle:Sayyespleaseauntie,please.

Dana:Nomoreliesandsecrets?

Richard:Nomore

ShegaveRichardherandandheputbackthering.

ChantellewasmakingCrystalclapherhandsin

excitement,Richardgotupandkissedhislady.

Palesacamebackwithherbagsandsaidhergood

byes.

Palesa:SeeyouontheflipsidepeopleandRichard



pleasetakecareofourdaughter,Iwillbebackfor

her.

Richard:Crystalwillbefine.

PalesacalledanUber,excitedtogospendherfound

riches.Shewasgoingtofacetheworldwithno

education,nogoalsordreamsjust30k.

Sthembisowokeupearlierthanusualtoday,hehad

hisshowerandunlikeothernormaldayshewore

blackjeans,blacklongsleevedt-shirtandablack

hoodiefinishingthetouchwithblackpalladium

boots.

Sthe:Allblackforblackdays,Ilooklikeamoviestar.

Sthembisotookallheneededandheadedout

passingbyNikiwe'sroomdownstairs,hekissedthe

door.

Sthe:Thenextkissisforyoumybarbequesauce.

Sthembisowenttothegarageanddroveoutinhis

AudiRS4headingtotheairporttowelcomethe

guys.



Nikiwewasalsodeepinthoughtinherbedroom.

Nikiwe:Godwhatishappeningtome?WhydoIfeel

socomfortablearoundthisguy,hissmilemakesme

feellikeI'veknownhimforyears.WhoamIkidding

though,suchawelloffguywouldneverfallforagirl

likeme.Avanishedprincessaccusedofwitchcraft

becauseofthepowersIpossess.

Nikiwetookouttheletterfromunderherpillowand

wantedtoopenit,fearoverwhelmedherandsheout

itonthesidetableandgotup.

Herlegwasgettingbetterandherbodyfully

recovered.

Shemadeherbedandwenttotakeabathafter

whichshedecidedtogomakebreakfastforherand

Sthembisobeforeheleaves.

Whilebusyinthekitchentheletterkeepscallingher

inhermind,shestoppedwhatshewasdoingand

wentbacktoherbedroom.

Satonyhebedandopenedtheletter.



Nikiwe

Ihopeyoulaughingasyoureadthiscauseam

laughingathowstupidofmetobewritingaletterin

thisageoftime.

Iusuallyknowwhattosayandwhentosayitbut

forthefirsttimeinmylifeamlostforwords.

Ihaveaheartmadeoutofsteelbutthedayyou

lookedatmewiththoseeyes,everythingchanged.

Myheartwentallmushyandstartedskippingbeats.

AmscaredNikiwe,thisfeelingisknewtome.

Iwannaseethoseeyeseverydayandeverynight,I

wannaholdyourhandsandpraywithyou.

Pleasesayyou'llholdmyhandeveryday,sayyou'll

lookatmewiththoseeyeseveryday.

IloveyouNikiwe



Yours

HandsomeS.T

Nikiwewaspracticallyintearsbythetimeshe

finishedtheletter,tearsrunningdownhercheeks

yetlaughingatSthembiso'ssilliness.

NikiwewasworriedathowSthembisowould

receiveherpast,ifhe'llstillfeelthesameafterhe

findsoutwhoNikiweisandherpowers.

LiamhadjustreceivedacallfromLondon,there

wasanurgentmattertobedealtwithatBlack

airways.

Gogo:Youshouldswitchoffyourphoneatthe

table,itsgoodmanners.

Liam:Amsorrymyloveit'swasLondon.Ihaveto

getonthefirstavailableflight.

Gogo:WhathappenedtodrivingLiam?Oneday

theseplanesofyoursaregonnacrashandam

gonnahavetoburythewrongpersonbecause



everythingwillbemixedvegetables.

Liam:(laughing)Ican'tdriveallthewaytoLondon

mylove,it'simpossible.Besidescarshave

accidentstoo.

Gogo:Yesbutacarisbettercauseifsomeoneis

foundinthecarwithyouandthatpersonisnotme

thenyougonnahavetohurryyourself.

Liam:Youcanbeverysillywhenyouwantmylove

andamgonnamissyourfunnyremarks.

Gogo:Howlongareyougonnabegonefor?

Liam:Probablytwoweeks.Amgonnasendyouan

estateagenttohelpyoulookforhouseswhileam

awaysoyounottoobored.

Aknockcameatthedoorjustastheywerestillat

breakfast.

Gogo:Justasiwasgettingusedtonothaving

Veronicaaround,she'stheonlypersonwhonever

missedfood.

Liam:I'llgetit.

Liamgotuptogogetthedoorandhewasshocked



astowhowasatthedoor.

Veronica:MrBlackgoodmorning

Liam:Veronicapleasedocomein.Whathappened

toyou?Youjustdisappeared

LiammadewayandVeronicawithKhumalo

followedhiminside.

Liam:Sweetheartguesswho'sback?

Gogo:Youknowambadatguessingbutthisearly,

whoeveritisisprobablyhungry.

Veronica:Goodmorningma

Gogo:(shocked)AI!NdithwaleJesundiyiweave

yakho!Veronica?

Veronica:Yesmaitsme

Liam:Pleaselet'ssit

Gogo:Beforesitting,who'sthemanwithyou

Veronica?

Veronica:AhmthisisSimpiwehesafriend.

Gogo:Thunderwillstrikeyouboth!Afriend!



VeronicaandKhumalosatanditwasveryawkward.

Gogo:SowhatbringsyouhereVeronica,youleft

withoutevensayinggoodbye.Onmyweddingday.

Veronica:AmsosorrymaIcouldn'tstay.Watching

yougetmarriedremindedmeofmyweddingwith

Siphoanditwastoopainful.

Gogo:Sopainfulthatyoumetahungryfriendalong

thewayanddecidedtobringhimtothesoup

kitchentoeatforfree.Veronicayouwillnever

change!

Liam:Lilyplease!Sirit'snicetomeetyou.

Khumalo:Thankyou

Gogo:Simpiwewhatdoyoudodoforaliving?

Khumalo:(clearinghisthroat)Amintopoliticsand

businessmanagementbutamcurrentlynot

working.

Gogo:Amen!

Veronica:Mathereasonambackisbecauseyou

theonlymotherIknowandthishasbeenmyhome

sincemyhusbandpassedaway.Weneedaplaceto



staytillSimpiwefindsajob.

Gogo:Godforbid!Veronicayouwantmeto

accommodateyourboyfriendinmyhouse?You

mustbepossessedbydemons.

Liam:Amsuretheywouldn'tàskiftheyhada

choicemylove.

Gogo:Veronicacanstaybuttheboyfriend,amsorry

itsnothappening.

Veronica:Motherplease.He'llpayrent

Gogo:IfhecanaffordrentthenIsuggesthechecks

intoahotel.Excusemeamgoingtopackformy

husband.Simpiweitwasniceandshortmeeting

you,hopeyoufindahotel.

Gogoleftthetableandwentupstairs.

Liam:Doforgivemywifesir,sheslikethis.Imight

havesomethingtoyouinmycompanyifyouupto

it.

Khumalo:Anythingsir

Liam:GreathavebreakfastthenI'lltakeyoutomy

office.



Khumalo:Thankyousir,thankyouverymuch.You

aretookind.

TheyfinishedbreakfastandLiamleftwithKhumalo

tohisofficeandVeronicatookherbagsupstairs.

Veronica:Fallenfromgraceagain!HopeRaymond

doesn'tkillmethistime.

Skhumbuzodozedoffwhiletryingtogetthebabies

tosleep,headbabyNkanyeziandManqobasleeping

inhisarms.

Hegotupslowlyandputthemintheirbedsthen

wenttohisbedroomwiththebabymonitor.

NdoniwasalsosleepingsoSkhumbuzotookout

hisphoneandmadeaphonecall.

Commissioner:Hello

Skhu:Mrcommissioner,it'sSkhumbuzo.

SkhumbuzoZungu.Hopeyou'vehadbreakfast

Commissioner:WhatcanIdoforyouMrZungu?

Skhu:Ihavesomethingiknowyouneed.I'dlikean



appointmentwithyou.

Commissioner:Whatisitthatyoumighthave,thati

need?

Skhu:Acertainmurderweaponsir.I'llbeatthe

stationaround10.

Commissioner:Howdoyouknowabouttheweapon?

Skhu:10amsharpsir

SkhumbuzoendedthecallandcalledMndebele.

Mndebele:Who'sthis?

Skhu:Santa.IthinkImightbeabletosaveyour

career.Meetmeatthestationat10am

Mndebele:Yourvoicesoundsfamiliar,who'sthis?

Skhu:SkhumbuzoZungu,don'tbelate.

Mndebele:Skhumbuzo!Whywouldyouwannasave

mycareer?

Skhu:Becauseamnotamonster.

Skhumbuzoendedthecallandwentintothe

bathroomtohaveabath



Mndebele:Skhumbuzosavingmycareer!?CouldI

havebeenwrongabouthim?

Sthembisoarrivedattheairportwiththeotherguys

and12rentedJeeps,theywaitedfortheguysand

finallythefirstflightfromCongolanded.

Wayne:Ifitisn'tmrpeacemakerhimself,the

Terminator.

Sthe:WelcometoSouthAfricamyman

Wayne:Where'sthebeast?

Sthe:He'llmeetusatthewarehouse

Wayne:It'sbeenalongtime,butweherenow.

Readytofillupthemorgues

Sthe:Let'sgohavesomecoffeeguyswhilewewait

fortherestofthering

Wayne:Let'sgoguys
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EverythingIfearedhashappenedtome,

heartbreak,pain,bulletsanddeath.

NowIfearnothing.

Todaysomeoneveryclosetomyheartislaidto

rest,afriend,asisterbutIcan'tattendbecausemy

guiltwillnotallowme.

Istartanewlifetoday,alifewithoutafewpeople

whousedtobeapartofmylife.

Ilostsomeclosepeoplebutgainedsomething

morepowerful,love.

Inbrokenstate,helovesmewithallmypiecesand



hekeepsthepiecestogether.

RestIpeacemyfriend,forgiveme.

Sewakhileenhliz'weniumhlobowam'

Nguy'omkhuluezihlotshen'umhlobowam'

Ngobanguyeowangimela

La'ngilahlweokwangempela

Nga'luthandowangifelaumhlobowam'

Uyathwalaumthwalowam'umhlobowam'

Wayehlatswanjengemvana

Azeangenz'owakheumntwana

Yek'inhlanhlayokwazananomhlobowam'

Yek'inhlanhlayokwazananomhlobowam'

Thepalacewasfilledtoitsbrimwithmournerswho



hadcometopaytheirlastrespect'sandbidfarewell

tonotonly1butfourmembersoftheroyal

household.

Ashortprayerwassaidatthepalacebefore

headingtothecemeterytolaytorestking

ZanokuhleEzekielNkosi,hisonlydaughterNolitha

AngelNkosiandhisonlynewbornsonsNkosana

andNkosinathi.

Itwasaverysadmomentforthepeopleof

Empumelelweni,seeingallfourgraveslinedup

therewaitingtoswallowtheirlivesaway.

Pastor:FriendsandfamilyIbelievewehavecome

totheendoftheservice.TimetogivebacktoGod

whathehadborrowedus,yesit'ssadandpainful

butwehavetoletthemgorest.

Thobilewasbeingherself,shewasbrokenshattered

andinpain.

Thobile:Zanokuhlewhy,whynow?(Crying)

Aprayerwassaidagainandthecoffinswere

loweredtothegroundandfamilymemberswere

askedtocomethrowinsandandsaytheirfinal



goodbyes.

Thobilewentfirst.

Thobile:IwishIcanholdontoyouforawhile,butI

can't.Sorestinpeacemyhusband.Lookoverme

andprotectus.

Nokubonga:AmsorryIwasn'therewhenyou

neededmemydaughter,amsososorry(crying)

Zevilegotupbarelyabletowalkstraightduetothe

pain,shekneeleddownbeforethegravesandcried

hereyesout.

Zevile:(sobbing)Itshouldhavebeenmelayingin

theremyson's,notyou.Please...pleaseforgiveme

AblackJeeppulledupatthecemetery,itstopped

andawindowwaslowered.

Bam!Bam!Bam!

Zevilewasontheground,peoplecreamingand

takingcover.

Therewasscreamingandcrying,thecardroveoff.

Thobile:God'sofourlandwhatcalamityisthis,why



inmyreign?Why!?

Thegraveswerestillopenandthepastoronthe

phonecallingthepoliceandanambulance.

TheparamedicsarrivedandZevilewaspronounced

dead.ThegraveswerecoveredandZevile'sbody

takenaway.

Whowasinthecar,whokilledZevileandwhy?

Mndebelemadeherwaytothestationforher

mysteriousmeetingwithSkhumbuzo,everyoneat

thestationwashappytoseeherafterherpending

suspension.Aftergreetingsweresaidshemadeher

waytothecommissioner'sofficewhoseemed

surprisedtoseehertoo.

Commissioner:Mndebelewhatbringsyouhere?Did

thecommandercallyou.

Mndebele:Goodmorningsir.Nothecommander

didnotcallmebutSkhumbuzodidandheaskedI

meethimhereat10.

Commissioner:That'sstrangecausehealsoasked



tomeetwithmeandasyouwalkedinIwas

expectinghim.

Mndebele:Thisisindeedstrange.Butwecanonly

waitandsee.

Mndebeleandhersuperiorwaitedinanticipation

forSkhumbuzotoarriveandhesuretookhistime.

Itwas11h45whendoctorZungumadehis

appearanceatthestationandhewasescortedto

thecommissioner'soffice.

Skhu:MyapologiesforbeinglateMr

commissioner,Anelegoodmorning.Ihopethenith

ofyouarewellrestedit'sgonnabealongday.

Mndebele:Whyarewehere?

Skhu:Rightquestion,wrongperson.Nowwithout

waistinganymoretimepleaselet'sgo.Themanthe

bothofyouseekisnotverypatient.

Commissioner:Whoisthispersonweseekandwhy

doyouhavesomanyanswers?

Skhu:Againrightquestionsbutwrongperson.Shall

we?



AfterhesitationMndebeleandthecommissioner

gotupandfollowedSkhumbuzoandSkhumbuzo

spoketothereceivingofficerontheirwayout.

Skhu:Ifthesetwoain'tbackhereinthenexttwo

hours,organiseasearchparty,tracktheircarsand

comefindthem.

Officer:Idonotknow,amalsofollowingorders.

Thethreewalkedoutandgotintotheircarsand

droveoffwithSkhumbuzoinfrontandthetwo

tailingbehind.

Mndebele:Ihaveaveryuneasyfeelingaboutall

thisbutamanofficerofthelawandImustseethis

through..

Afterdrivingforawhiletwojeepswereseen

followingthethreeandthecommissionerwasnow

scared.

InanisolatedplaceSkhumbuzostoppedhiscar

andsodidMndebele,thecommissionerandthe

twoJeeps.

8mancameoutiftgejeepscarryingbiggunsand



theyknockedonMndebeleandcommissioner'scar

withtheguns.

Theygotoutandwithgunspointedatthemthey

tookasmallpathwhichleadt

an

anopenbushveld.Therewasadugupgravethere

andacrossmadeoutofplanks.Ashovelandafew

tools.

Skhu:Welcometotgelandofthedead,aplace

whichholdsalltheanswered.

Mndebele:PleaseSkhumbuzothisisnot

funny,what'sgoingonhere?

Skhu:JumpinandIshallanswerallyourquestions.

Commissioner:MrZunguplease.What'sgoingon

andwhoarethisguy's?Whatarewedoinghere??

Skhumbuzo'seyeswerechangingtobloodredas

thequestionscame.



Skhu:Aneleusaidjumpinbeforeilosemycool.

Mndebele:Yousaidyouweregonnasavemy

career,whyamIjumpingintograves?

SkhumbuzowalkedtowardsMndebelehaveherone

hotslapthatshefellintothegrave.

Skhu:Theoneverycostlymistakeyouandyour

littlestationdidwasunderestimatemyintelligence.

Nowhereswhat'sgonnahappen.

Mndebele:(standingupfrominsidethehole)Are

yougonnakillme?

Skhu:YesIamandyoursuperiorherewillbeyour

headstone.

Commissioner:PleaseIhaveafamily,asonand

grandsonthatneedme.SparemeIbeg.

Skhu:Youareprobablywonderingwhoiam,welllet

meanswerallyourquestions.

YesIkidnappedLindaandyourgrandson,i

kidnappedBuzwe.

AndyesIstolethatweaponandkilledtheofficers.



WhoamI?AmTerrorintheflash

Mndebele:(shaking)No!

Skhu:Yes

AneleMndebelegotonherkneesbeggingforher

life,TerrorreachedforhisgunandshotMndebele

rightonthehead.

Skhu:Mrcommissionertakeshovelandcoverthe

grave,befastwehaveplacedtobe.

Thecommissionerwassoscaredandsweating,he

tooktheshovelandbegangrowingsandintothe

grave.Hewassweating,scaredandafraidashe

couldseedeatgwasloominginonhim.

Hewasfinallydoneandhekneltdownbegging

again.

Commissioner:Sparemylifeplease,Ibeg.

Skhu:DoyoubelieveinGod?

Commissioner:Yes...yesIdo.He'soursaviour

Skhu:Verygood.He'llcomesaveyou.Boysgethim

onthecross.



Commissioner:Nooo!Pleaseibeg

Thecommissionerwashelddownonthecross

kickingandscreaming.Skhumbuzonailedhis

handsonthecrossandhisfeet.

Commissioner:Aaahlordhavemercy!Whynotjust

killmeSkhumbuzo?Killme.AaaahGod!(Crying)

Skhu:Puthimup

TheguysheldupthecrossastheothersdugIin

justontheheadofthegrave.

BlooddrippingdownthecrossandontoMndebele's

grave.

Commissioner:Sparemethepain,shotmeplease

Skhu:Thegodyoubelieveisoncesaid:"thyshall

notkill".Ihaveenoughsins,don'twannaaddyouto

mylist.Guyslet'sgo.

Skhumbuzoandhisteamwalkedtotheircars

leavingthecommissionerprayingandbeggingfor

hisdeathasthepainwasunbearable.



Palesadecidedthatsheneedsanewbeginning,she

calledhermotherfromtheairport.

Hlengiwe:Hello

Palesa:Motherit'sme,Palesa.

Hlengiwe:Whatdoyouwant?

Palesa:IknowIhavecostyoualotofpainandam

sorry.Ihavedecidedtogostartmylifeveryfar

whereyouwontgettoseemeandheremindedof

thepainsIcausedyou.

Hlengiwe:Whatareyoutalkingabout,whereareyou

andwhwreisCrystal?

Palesa:Crystalissafemother.Ijustcalledtotell

youthatamsorryandhopethatonedayyouwill

forgiveme.

Hlengiwe:Palesawhatmesshaveyougotten

yourselfintothistime?

Palesa:Goodbyemother,Iloveyou.

Hlengiwe:Palesa....

Thelinecutoff.



Palesawentonlineandbookedaone-wayticketto

Durbantostarthernewlifewithhernewfound

fortune.

Hlengiwe:Godwhatkindofpunishmentisthis?

Havemercypleaseandlookafterher.

Skhumbuzoandtheguysfinallygottothe

warehousewheretherestoftheteamwaswaiting.

Sthe:WethankangelAbrahamthatyoufinally

here,wenearlydiedfromstarvation.Whattookyou

solong?

Skhu:Ihadsomelaundrytohang.Welcometo

SouthAfricaA-team.Here'stheplan.

Sthe:Straighttobusiness

Skhu:Wewillsplitintotwoteams,oneteamatthe

cardealershipdowntheroadandIandtheother

teamatthebank.

Wayne:Target?

Sthe:Andcode?



Skhu:Emptyouteverything,killeveryoneinblue

uniform.CodeBlack.

Sthe:Let'sdothis!Mabafeabantu

Skhu:Iseverythinginplace,gunsandexplosives?

Sthe:loadedandcounted.

Skhu:Vests?

Sthe:Check

Skhu:Runawaydrivers?

Wayne:Readytoravethoseengines.

Theteamgotreadyandputontheirvests,

SkhumbuzoandSthembisoputontheirvestson

bareskinandtheyputontheirironmasks.

SthembisohadaredmaskandSkhumbuzoasilver

one.Theygotintotheircarswithothersinthe

windowsholdingguns.
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Ndonihasn'tbeenherselfsinceherhusbandleftin

themorning,shewasonedgeandjumpyandher

parentswerenoticingthat.

Noma:Areyouonmyangel?Youseemfarawayin

thought.

Ndoni:It'snothingmother,amfine.

Langa:You'vebeenpacingupanddownsince

morninglikeyouwaitingtohearsomething.

Ndoni:Amgonnagocheckonthebabies,excuse

me.



Lwandle:Butsisyou'vecheckedonthenlike

secondsago.Amsuretheyok.

NdonirushedUpstairstocheckonthemaidensand

thebabies.

Ndoni:Skhumbuzoyoubettercomebacktous,you

better.

Noma:Somethingisbotheringherandit'sbig.

Langa:Youright,questioniswhat?

Noma:LetmemakesometeaandseeifIcan'ttry

tocalmherdown,sheneedstherest.

Langa:Makemeacuptooplease.

Lwandle:Metoomother.

Noma:Oohwow!Somepeopleseemtoforgetam

thequeen,Idon'tmaketeaIgetservedtea.

Langa:AmthekingandIgetservedtea

Noma:Youtwoaregonnapayforthistrustme.

Lwandle:Gladamnotgoingbackhomewithyou

too.Youcanplaypaythequeenalonedad.



Langa:Yeahyeah!Whatever.Iwon'tsaynototime

alonewithmygorgeouswife.

NomamadetheteaandtheysatinfrontoftheTV

waitingforNdonitojointhem.

Peopledidn'tgobacktothepalacefor

refreshmentsafterthefuneral,mostlybecauseof

fearofwhathappenedatthecemetery.

Theyfearedthattheshootermightcomebackand

claimmorelives.

Thobile,hismother,Nokubonga,Bulelwaand

Nokubonga'sparentswentinside.

Mkhize:MywifeandIwillnotbestayinglong,after

whathappenedatthecemetery.Wewouldn'twanna

bethetarget.

Nokubonga:Oohfathernooneistargetinganyone.

Mkhize:MaMkhizeit'stimeweheadbackhome,we

sawwhereourgranddaughterwaslaid.Wehave

playedourpart.

Bulelwa:MyeldersIalsofeelIshouldheadback



homeandallowthefamilytimetothemselves.

Nokubonga:Nomyfriendpleasestay.Istillneed

you.

Thobile:Staywhere?Areyounotleaving?

Nokubonga:Leavingtowhere?DoIneedtoremind

youthatdespiteyouwhisperingpoisoninmy

husband'searsatnight.Iamstillthefirstwifeand

queeninthispalace.

Thobile:PleaseNokubongaidon'tneedyourdrama

inthishouse.

Queen:Ithoughtthekinghaddivorcedyouwhenhe

marriedmydaughter,atleastthat'swhatIwastold.

Mkhize:Thekingnolongerregardedmydaughter

asawifebeforehepassedaway.Heevensenther

packingbackhome.

MaMkhize:Mydaughterpleasesaveyourselfthe

embarrassment.Withthelittledignityleft,walk

away.

Nokubonga:Nevermother!Irefuse.Igave

Zanokuhlethebestyearsofmylife,children.Thisis



myhome.

Mkhize:Mayhisghostpunishyouandnotgiveyou

rest.

Queen:Wecan'tputapricetagonpeacebutonthis

issuemydaughterneedspeace.

Nokubonga:Peacespendingmyhusband'sand

children'smoneywhileIsufferinthevillages!?Over

myrottingbody.

Thobile:WhatmoneyNokubonga?

Nokubonga:OohpleaseThobile!Stopplaying

dumb,thepolicies,thelifecoverandlifeinsurances.

Thobile:Soyouwantmoneytoleavememournmy

husbandinpeace?

Mkhize:GodofAbraham!Afterallthepeopleyou've

hurt,painyou'vecausedandsinsyou'vecommitted?

Youwannabepaid!

Thobile:Howmuch

Nokubonga:3million

MaMkhize:Jesus!Nokubonga!



Thobile:Formysanityandpeace,iwillgiveyouthe

money.NotbecauseyoudeserveitbutbecauseI

wantyououtofmylife.

Bulelwa:Moneywillnothealthewounds,itwillnot

erasethepainbutonlytimewill.Thobilemaygod's

ofyourlandgrantyouwisdomforchoosingpeace

overwealth.

Nokubonga:Verygoodthen.Canwealleatnow

Thobile:Amgonnaneedaweektoprocess

everythingthenyoucanhaveyourmoney.

FoodwasservedandaftereatingNokubonga's

parentssaidtheirgoodbyesandleft.Thobile's

motheralsoleftasshesaidtheking,Thobile's

fatherwasn'twellwhenshelefthome.

Nokubonga,BulelwaandThobileremainsinthe

palace.Aweekwasgonnafeellikeacenturyto

Bulelwaandthesetwo,alwayscatfightstobreakup.

Skhumbuzoandhisteamarrivedatthebankand

Sthembisoandhisteammadetheirwaytothecar



dealership(BMW)

TheceilingwasblownupbybulletsasTerror

enteredthebank,everyoneinsidewentdownto

takecoverandtherewasscreamingeverywhere.

Skhu:Ladiesandgentlemenpleasecalmdown.

Everyonestepawayfrompanicbuttonsandplease

putyourhandswhereIcanseethem.

Thetellerswerepanickingastheguyshandedthem

bagstofillupthemoney.

Skhu:Here'showwegonnaplaythis,everyladyin

hereshouldgetup,dustthemselvesandgohome.I

don'tkillwoman.

Withthatsaidallthewomeninthebankranoutthe

banklikeitwasonfire.Somestraighthomeand

sometothepolicestationtoreportthecrime.

Skhu:Comeonguyshurryup,thisisthereserve

bankmoneyshouldbeeverywhere.Emptyoutthe

vault.

Bagswerefilledandsoonthepoliceforcehad

surroundedthebank.



Police:(speaker)Handsonyourheadsandwalkout

slowlyplease.Youhavebeensurroundedandthere

nowheretorun.Comeoutanddonotharmanyone.

Skhu:(smilling)Letthegamesbegin.Boyslet'sdo

this

Glassescamecrushingdownasbulletsflewfrom

alldirections.PoliceshootingandtheA-teamfiring

back.

Skhu:Explosives

Wayne:Onit

Wayneplacedtimedbombsinsidethebankasthe

restpreparedtowalkoutthebankwithbagsof

cash.

SthembisoandhisteaminvadedtheBMW blowing

upglassesdemandingattention.

Sthe:Everyonekissthefloor,now!

Everyonedroppedtothefloorinfear,themanagerin

hisofficereachedforthepanicbuttonandpressed

it.Sthembisosawhimandsentabulletright



throughhisskull.

Sthe:Anyonereadytodie?

Everyoneshooktheirheadsinfear.

Sthe:Goodnowwherearethekeys?

Guy1:Managersoffice,underhisdesk

Sthe:Password

Guy1:Hisfingerprint

Sthembisowalkedtotheoffice,draggedthedead

managerdownandusedhisprinttoopenthesafe.

Hecamebackwiththekeysandthepanicbutton

hadalreadyalertedthepolice.

Theplacewasnowsurroundedbythepolice.

Police:(speaker)Police!Youhavebeensurrounded

andhavenowheretorun.Comeoutwithyourhands

onyourheads

Sthe:Stupidpolice!Let'sgoguys.

Sthembisothrewthekeystotheguysandthey

openedthecarsgettingin.



Theyravedtheenginesanddroveoutthrough

glasses,shootingatthepoliceandthepolice

shootingback.

Thepolicegotintotheircarsanditturnedintofast

andthefurious.

Bulletsandspeed.Carswouldcrashasthedrivers

gotshoot.

Sthe:Aah!

Inyensecondstheboomwastoexplodeandthe

teamwasread,Skhumbuzofelt.Asharppainonhis

leftsideandheknewwhatwashappening.

Skhu:Leftgo

Theywalkedoutthebankshootingandboomthe

entirebankexplodedjustbehindthem.Theytook

coverwhileshootingandheadingtothecars

Thepoliceintheirlittlenumberleftwerealso

shooting.

Skhu:Shit!



Wayne:Bossareyouok,youshot!Youbleeding!

Skhu:driveandfindSthembiso

Theyhelpedhiminthecarandspeedoffwhile

shootingatthepolicewhowerechasingthemand

makinganescape.

Hewasloosingtoomuchbloodandhewasgetting

weak.

Wayne:Amtakingyoutothehospital,youdying.

Skhu:CA...callmy,callmywife

Theguywithhiminthebackdraggedforhis

phone,founditanddialedthenumber.

Ndoni:Skhumbuzo

Guy:He'srighthere,holdin.

HeplacedthephoneonSkhumbuzo'sear.

Skhu:Nana....am...amsorry!

Ndoni:SkhumbuzoNo

Hecouldn'tspeakanymore,hewasweak.Heclosed

hiseyesandwentquite.



Wayne:No!

Ndonidroppedthephonetothegroundand

screamed.

Ndoni:Nooo!Wavesfromdeepunderthesea,arise.

Ariseandfilluptheskies.

Cloudsoftruthgatherandcovertheskies!

Rainofforgiveness,fallandbracedryland

Allfourforcesofnaturehearmycries,arise.Arise

Water

Fire

Soiland

Air

Thunderrumbled,theeaglecriedandheavyrain

braceddryland.

Noma:Whatsgoingon?

SkhumbuzoandSthembisobothshotandtheir

faithunknown.Theteamdrovethemtoaplace



outsideDurban,makingsuretheyhavelostthe

police.

Inlovewearebrokenyetlovecanalsomend

brokenhearts.

...THEEND...


